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"Take heed therefore unto yourselves,

AND TO ALL THE FLOCK, OVER THE WHICH THE

Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to

FEED THE ChURCH OF GOD, WHICH He HATH

purchased with His own blood."
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CONSTITUTION
OF TH«

Nova Scotia Conference.

ARTfCLB I.

—

Op The Name.

This Conference shall be called the " NoVa Scotia

Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of

pPittsburg."

Article II.

—

Op Members.

This Conference shall consist of the Lutheran min-
isters and congregations in the Province of Neva Scotia,

^received into its connection.
•

Article III.

—

Op Ebpresentation.

Bee. 1—Each parochial district in which religious

aervice Sa regularly held once in each month, by a pas-

|)or in connection with this conference, shall be entitled

jbo a delegate.

I
Bee. 2.—These delegates shall be elected at a general

ineeting of the congregations they represent, notice of

fffhiGh. meeting shall be duly given beforehand.

Bee. S.—^Each delegate shtdl present, to the officers

pi Conference, credentials of his election, attended by
|he signature of the pastor and of the Secretary of the

oint vestry of the charge from which he comes.
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2 CONSTITUTION OF THE

Sec. 4'—On the proceedings of Conference these "^'l*

delegates sliall have the same rights and privileges as^ l|®,

the ministers, namely ; the light to move, to second, to!"' ,
'^

J'

debate and to vote.

.

^^ ^^^^

Sec. 5—No minister or delegfite shall absent himself?, °^*^^^^

from any regularly called meeting, without a valid ex- *^*^*

Ordinary duties shall not be considered a validi'^»",V*
' to the

Sec.

charge

cuse.

excuse.

Article IV.—Of the Concession op FaiTS.

This Conference adopts the doctrinal basis of the<(f

Pittsburg Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as

set forth in its revised constitution,
(
Vide Ministers o

Pittsburg Synod Session P<'vge) ; being in full

harmony, with the Confessions as agreed upon anc

held by the General Council of the Evangelical Lutheran |

Church in North America. ^Preside

] any t\v

Article V.

—

Op the Powers of Conference. ^Sec.

See 1.—The Powers and Duties of this Conferenc(> r^g"^^'

shall be to guard the purity of Faith and the right ad ^^^^^^

inistration of the sacraments among its members ; to de

;

vise and execute plans for the increase of the holy, able, K^^'*"3

and effective ministry ; to circulate religious literature -

to promote the religious training of the young, and to co,

operate with Synod in carrying on the work of mission!'-

abroad and ' /ecially among the scattered members c

our Church ac home.

Sec. 2.^-To use all its influence to recommend anc^

encourage the use of such books, in particular, as ar;*;

recommended by the Synod and General Council witl 'Sec.

which it is identified. -sident

Sec. 3.—To collect statistics and information in rH ^^^

gard to the Church within its limits, to publish the sanif ballot

as may be deemed advisable ; and to send a delegate t^ ueccssi

the annual meeting of Synod.

sionarl

gulari

of eac

Sec.

with t

regulai

ance,
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NOVA SCOTIA CONFKUENCE.

these-
^^^"' ^*

—

'^^ watch over the purity of doctrine and
!i

as
^^^® of its minister, us well as over tho observance of

^cond tof"^^'^
constitution, with its appended ]}ye-Laws ; and

' 'to look after the maintenance of discipline both among

t himself i^^^^
clergy and congregations connected with it.

valid ex- '
^^^' —'^^ examine all regularly preferred charges

a valid
'^»^^'^^ ^^^ ministers and to express its judgment, subject

Ito tho final action of Synod, with regard to the same.

' See. 6.—To take charge of all monies entrusted to its

i'AiTfl. charge for any benevolent purpose.

,, , ! Article VI.

—

Op Meetings.
/hurcn, asi

nisters oft Sec. l.-^A regular meeting of Conference shall be

ig in ful] 'field quarterly, at such time and place as shall have

ipon anc:|been determined upon at a previous meeting.

Lutheraui! Sec. 2.—A special meeting may be railed by tho

|President when authoriztid or requested, in uniting, by

I I
''^"y ^^^^ pastors, or two Church Councils, so to do.

tENCB.
f Sec. 3.—A notice of the time and place of each

/onferenc(s ^^g"^'^'' meeting shall be sent, by the Secretary, four

right ad "^^^^s before the meeting, to the Lutheran and Mis-

srs
• to de

"^^^nary for publication ; and announced twice at re-

boly able S^^^^lv appointed divine service in the principal church

literature *, ^^ f^^ pastorate.

and to CO "^^' *'—^"® third (^) of the ministers connected

f missioni^ ^^^^ *^^® Conference, and present at the time and place

embers c
^'^g^l^rly appointed, shall, with the delegates in attend-

I
ance, constitute a quorum.

nend anl
lar, as ar^

iincil witi ^^c. 1.—The Officers of Conference shall be a Pre-
sident, a Secretary, and a Treasurer.

ion in re| Sec. 2.-—The Conference shall elect its ofiicers by
h the sanif ballot; a majority of all tho members present being

ielegate t> necessary to u choice.

Article Vll.

—

Of OFi<'icERs.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE

Sec. 3.—Tho officers shall continue office for four
regular meetings, or until new oficors shall have been
elected ; incumbents in office being eligible to "^-

election.

Artiolb VIII.

—

Duties op Ofpcers.

Sec, 1.—Duties of the President.—It shall be the duty
of the President io preside over all meetings of Confer-
ence.

Sec. 2.—The Conference Sermon shall be preached
during the regular meetings of Conference, either by
the President or by some one whom he has appointed.

Sec. S.—^The President shall present to Conference

at the close of his term of office, a written report of the

official business traHsacted by him during the year, as

well as of all important events which have occurred

during the same time in the history of the Conference.

He may, at the same time also, recommend any mea-
sures which are calculated to promote the welfare of the

Church.

See. 4.—The President is authorized to appoint com-
mittees not otherwise provided for. With the concur-

rence of the other officers, he is authorized to report to

Synod, and request the suspension or disposal from

office of any minister, when any charge of immoral con-

duct, preaching false doctrine, or neglect of pastoral

duty, substantiated by sufficient evidence, has been

preferred against him.

Sec. 5.—So far as within his power lies he shall see

that the decisions of Conference are carried into effect.

Sec. 6.—Should a vacancy, from any cause occur in

the Presidency, during the intorim between such va

cancy occurring and the meeting of Conference, the

Secretary shall, pro tempore, discharge the duties of the

office and shall take possession of all papers and docu-

ments
in the 1

j An

I
Sec.

Vatc ace

lit the

ineetiii{

adoptio

Sec.

fleliver

eident.

}ngs of

; Sec,
from ar

t^nce o

the Pre

docume
charge

f Sec.

of all n

same e

regular

shall p
report,

Sec.

ment c

:charge

same ^

Sec.

ferenc(
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in regj
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NOVA SCOTIA CONFERENCE.

for four

vo been
; to ^-

the duty
Confer-

)reache(i

ithcr by
•pointed,

inference

rt of the

year, as

occurred

nference.

any mea-
,ro of the

3int com-
» concur-

•eport to

sal from
loral con-

pastoral

las been

shall see

ko effect.

occur in

such va
ince, the

ies of the

nd docu-

jents belonging to Conference, which may have been

in the hands of the President.

j

Article IX.

—

Of the Duties op Secretary.

I Sec. 1.—The Secretary shall keep a faithful and accu-

i^tc account of all the proceedings of Conference ; read

at the opening of each session, the minutes of the previous

meeting ; record the same, after their correction and
adoption, in the mimite-book ; and call the roll.

iSec. 2.—He shall prepare all official documents and
cleliver the same, attested by his signature, to the Pre-

Bident. He shall also attest the record of the proceed-

ings of Conference, with his signature.

^i Sec. 3.—Should the office of Secretary become vacant,

jfrom any cause, during the interim between the occur-

l^nce of such vacancy and the meeting of Conference,

the President should take posession of all papers and
documents belonging to Conference, and keep them in

charge until the olfiec can be filled by an election.

Article X.

—

Op the Duties op Treasurer.

Sec. 1.—The Treasurer shall receive and have custody
of all monies belonging to Conference, and shall hold the

same subject to its orders. He shall ^^jay all sums
regularly appropriated, taking receipts for the same and
shall present, at each meeting of Conference, a written
report, with a copy of his account.

Sec. 2.—He shall furnish the Secretary a tabular state-

ment of the amounts received from the several pastoral

^charges, and of the Expenditures made, and attest the
same with his signature.

Sec. 3.—At the close of his term of office, the Con-
ference shall appoint a Finance Committee to audit these

several accounts and to advise with the Treasurer-elec^

in regard to the investment of monies.



6 CONSTITUTION OF THE

tSec. 4-—Should tho Treasurer's ofFioo from any cause

whatover, becouie vacant, the Piflsident, witli tho advice

and consent of tho other olficera, shall apjwint a Trea-

surer, and shall take measures at once to have delivered

to his appointee all monies, documents, and papers, in

the liands of the previous incumbent.

Article XI.

—

Of Ministers.

Sec. 1.—It is the duty of tho Pastors to preach the

"Word of God, to administer the Holy Sacraments, to

give regular Catechetical Instruction, and to Confirm
;

to have oversight of Suniay Schools belonging to the

congregations ; to visit the sick, to bury the dead ; to

install regularly elected members of the Church Council

and in connection with them to administer discipline
;

and to be an example to the believers in wonl, in con-

versation, in charity, in sj)iiit, in faith, in purity.

Sec. 2.—No pastor shall confirm any person without

a previous examination of the candidate as to his know-
ledge of the Order of Salvation, with special reference

also to his knowledge of the distinctive doctrines of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Sec. 3.—No minister shall preach or perform any
ministerial duty within the pastoral charge of a brother,

except at his request or with his consent, only under

extraordinary circumstances. A standi .g exception of

this rule being made and understood in favor of the

Synods missionary at large. Rev. Carl Ernst Cossmann.

Sec. 4,—Every pastor shall present a verbal report

of the status of his i)astorate at each regular meeting of

Conference, and a written parochial report once during

each year ; saiil reports to embrace such matters us Con-

ference may designate.

Sec. 5—Every pastor shall diligently endeavor to in-

crease the interest of the members of his congregations

'in the c

mid to

iwii : mi

the sup
he Ho
ional I

Sec. i

nd dev
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4xamin{i
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^.!'he(dog
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shall bo
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NOVA SCOTIA CONFERENCE.

ly cause
\^^ ^y^^ objoct of benevolence oommended by Conference,

3 advice
i^j^jj

^^j j,j^jjjj.gQ their li])erality toward such o})ject8 to

*. ^^'^'fvit : missions, education of young men of tlie ministry,
clivercd

1^^^^ support of widows and orphans, the circulation of
ipcrs, 111 jthe Holy Scriptures and suitable religioup una dovo-

ional books and periodicals.

Sec. 6.—It is the duty of pastors to seek out talented

nd devout men and endeavor to secure their services

'ach the f*^^ ^^® Church. All such young men wishing to re-

lents to O^ive assistance in the prosecution of studies intended

infirm • ^ ^^ them for the holy ministry, shall present them-
'

to the i^lv*^^^ i^ person before Conference and be subject to

lead • to Examination as to their qualiftcations and motives .in

Council 4^^^""o ^^ enter the ministerial office,

aciulino ' ^''^' ^'
—

'^'^^^ Conference holds it as a general princi-

in con-P^^'
^^^'"^^ ^"^'' young men should be prej)!tred at a

L Theological Seminary, under the special care of the

without^ ''*^"^*y of the Seminary, the pastor from whose charge

lis know-*^**^'^
come, and the executive Committee of Synod,

reference '^^^ ^'—^"^ business or office foreign to the nature

of the**^*^
injurious to the influence of the ministerial is and

lliall be considered, incompatible with it

jtm any
brother Article XII.

—

Op the Admission of Ministers.

ly under
^^^ ^ —When ordained ministers of the Evangelical

P ?^ 1*^ Uitheran Church, or lawfully ordained ministers ofsome
01 ttie^^lj^j,

recogiiiyeci Christian denomination, apply for re-
ossmann.

.^j^^^^j^ [^,^^^^ this Conference, they shall

:

al report
I
(a) Present satisfactory evidence that they have

ceting ofgfxintained an unblemished character in their previous
!e during Iclesiastical relation:

s as Con- 1(b) Be subject to a colloquium with the examining

immittee, in order to establish their argreement with

confessions and usages of this Conference,
regations ilf upon the report of the Examining Committee, two-



8 CONSTITUTION OF THE

f-

thirds (§) of the ministers present vote for their re- until s

ception, they shall, by such action, become full mem- aito ai

bers of this Ijody. |
Sec. 2.—Students under the care of Conference, and '

all others desiring to be received by ordination into full I j^^
connection with Conference, shall be subject to an ex- '

. *

,

amination by the Examining Committee as to their fit- .
^ •'

ness, qualifications, and motives for the holy ministry.]? ^^'

Sec. 3.—If upon report of the Examining Committee-^ij^^i

two-thirds (§) of the ministers present, vote in favor oiv /2) ^

the reception of any applicant, with the approval of theQAjj^j^^i

President of Synod, he shall be admitted to ordination,rkpjg|.-

which shall be administered in the presence of Confer-jj^j^Q

ence by a committee appointed for the jjurpose. /3\ x

Sec. Jf..—If during the interim between the meetinj^tJ^MrcA-

of Conference, a call be made by an unsupplieclcttis or ]

pastorate or mission for the services of a candidate foi^e-La\i

ordination, the case shall be made known to the Presi „ ^
dent, Avho shall call a meeting of the clergy, at snck „^*

time and place as the circumstjinces may require; th3s^ .^^

shall examine the candidate and if he be found qualifiecj^,
"

for the ministry, shall ordain him to said office in aCy .,. n

cordance with Section 3 of this Article. '

, °'l

Sec. 5.—No one shall be ordained to the office of th|

holy ministry without having previously received a cal|

from a pastoral charge, or from Conference. m.

Sec. 6.—Each person ordained shall receive a certif /|\

cale of ordination from Synod, and another, attested I z^), pi
the President and Secretary of Conference. /3\'^ j|

Sec. 8.—A certificate of honorable dismission shall lagpensit

granted to any minister of good standing in Conferenc

who may desire to remove from the bounds of this in , J^i

another Lutheran organization. Each minister thi ^ ^1
dismissed shall be held amenable to this body, hoirevc^

nrov' 1



NOVA SCOTIA CONFERENCE.

,heir re- until such time as ho shall have been formally received

11 mem- ijito another.

and Article XIII.

—

Of Offences.

into full "v ^c. 1.—Oflfences shall be reckoned

:

\^^
fit

^^ With reference to doctrine—namely: Denying
.} . "preventing, or adding aught to any doctrine taught in

ministry,
^j^^ Word of God and in the Confessions of the Evan-

ommittee«|^lical Lutheran Church.
I favor oF;

^2) With reference to life and practise namely : Any
sral of theQ0j^(jmj^ which is incompatible with the purity of
:dination,Qiu.igtian life, or with the character of the ministerial

f Confer-QJace.

56. (3) With reference to Government and order in the

) meetinpQ^MrcA—namely : The violation of any of the provis-

nsupplietic^s or requirements of this Constitution, the appended
didate fofl|re-Laws, or of the resolutions of Conference.

f f^Isi
/Sec. 2.—Should any congregation in connection with

^-
' th^

SptjfoTence refuse to comply with requirements of this

!i^^'
,.n^^S>nstitution, the Conference shall endeavor to induce

d qua I e
^j^ compliance, and should these endeavors prove un-

nce m aCy^Qjj^g^
^j^g^ Conference shall have power to exclude

ich congregations from its connections and privileges,
ffice of tn

J

jived a cal| Article XIV.

—

Of Penalties.

The Penalties which may be imposed are:
ve a certii ^|^ Private admonitions by the president,
attested l

^2). Public censure before the Conference.

(3). Report to synod with accompanying request for

iion shall Ijlipension or disposal from the office of the minittry.

Conferenc

of this in. Article XV.

—

Of Process of Discipline.

,"''°u^^ \
^'^^- -?.—Charges may be brought against a minister

y, howeve^^p^Q^-jg^ ^^^ -^^ ^j^.^ Constitution.
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possibl

Sec. 2.—Charges agaiiust a minister, with reference

to any offense designated in Article Xllly must bci

brought before the Church Council and by that body|
before Conference. In case the Church Council refus(fl

to take cognizance of such offence and charges, the>«

must be brought before the Conference by not les^

than three active members in good standing in thij

congregation.

Sec. 3.—Chai'ges against an applicant for admissioi
J^^^'^^"*

to this body, must be brought before the President ai^'^i^arded
by him before the committee appointed to investigat^^jjj^|.

said charges. tonoun
Sec. 4'—No charge shall receive attention unless ^^^

presented in writing, with specifications of the offence^ji^^.^ ^'^

charged, founded upon the testimony of and signe^^j^j. j

by at least two competent and credible witnesses.

Sec. 5.—If any minister be charged with an ofFen? Artic:
not in the manner aforesaid but by notorious rumor, tl)

Conference shall enter into an investigation of suc; "*C'
j

charge ; or whenever the notorious rumor which charf^"^" ^l

some specific sin is widel}' spread, is not transieij^^^^sa:

but growing, and is accompanied with strong presum]*^^*^e?oii

tion of guilt. '^^^•

Sec. d—The President shall see that the accused rl^^s of

ceive a copy of the charges against him, and be dulp^^y
cited, at least twenty (20) days previous, to appear befoi^S) "^ote

the body by which he is to be examined. If after su( "^^'

citation, he refuse or fail to appear, without assignii®^^^?''

aufftcient reason for such refusal or failure, the exanii*^S^*^^

ation shall proceed as if he were present.
amendr

Sec. 7.—-AH relevant testimony shall be heard, arv^'

if he so desire, in the presence of the accused. ^ .

^

Sec. 8.—The accused shall have the right to be heajaso tw!
in liis own defence ; but he shall not be allowed to ufiivor il

pear, or to defend himself by legal uounsel. * Qq^.
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reference
^ 5<?c. 9.—After hearing the accusation, the testimony,

must ^"^ind the defence of the accused, the body shall decide
hat hody^j^Qj-jjgj.

j^g jg guilty or not guilty of the offence laid to
icil refus(4

jg charge. If declared guilty the body shall detei*mine
rges, thejij^jgl^ ^^ ^^^^ penaHies prescribed in Article XIVy shall

f not lessee imposed upon him, and the President shall pro-

ng in wK^Qm^PQ ^]^g sentence before Conference at once, if

.
|>ossible in the presence of the person adjudged guilty,

admissioi
jjj(j ^ ^^py q£ ^^^ same sentence shall be given or for-

sident ani^ar^je^j ^ him. If he be declared not guilty, the Pre-
investigat

jl^^jj^l;^ in the presence of Conference, shall at onco

l|iinounce to him the decision,
ion unless ^^^ jO.—The proceedings in a case of discipline
,he oiience^PQ ^^^^ ^^^ made public before the case has been adju-
md sigii^^olcated, finally decided, and sentence declared,
lesses.

an ofFenf Article XVI.

—

Op Alterations and Amendments.

n of sue •

^^^' ^'
—

'^^° Confei*ence shall have power to make

hich char4"*^^ Bye-Laws and to adopt such measures as may be

t transiei%^^^^*^y ^° carry out the principle laid down in the

a presumi^^^«^^"S constitution.
° Sec. 2.—Any portion of the Bye-Laws and append-

accused x^^^ °^ ^^^' ^o^'S^it^tion may be amended or annulled,

d be dul** ^^y regular meeting of Conference, by a two-thirds

)pear befo!®)
^^^^ ^^ *^^® members present,

f after 8U(
^^' ^'—^^^^ article or section of this Constitution,

t assif'nii®^*^^^^
Article IV, may be altered or amended at any

he exami'^S'^
meeting of Conference, when such alteration or

amendment shall have been presented in writing and
Bhall receive the support of two-thirds (§) of the mem-

heard, ai>berg present ; it shall then lie upon the "table until the
^"- next regular meeting, when it may be discussed, and in
to be hea||5e two-thirds (J) of the members present vote in its

owed to ojlvor, it shall be forthwith adopted.

Sec, 4-—This Constitution shall be transcribed by
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the Secretary into a book provided for the pnipose, i

shall be signed by every minister and (through its dele

gate authorized so to do) by every congregation receiv

cd into its connection ; and said transcript shall be th

standard authority to which final t^ppeal shall bo takei^

in case of disagreement in copies or transcripts of tb|

same.

Signed by
.:Hiii

Rev. Carl Ernst Cossmann—Missionary of the Pitfaj

burg Synod.

Rev. J. H. HuNTON, of Bridgewater. =..'',

Rev. J. A. ScHEFFER, of Mahone Bay. .
. |>

Rev. D. Luther Roth, of Lunenburg.

LAT DELEGATES.

.'^Mr. James Haas, of Lunenburg,
John Wagner, of Rose Bay.

Nicholas Schmeiser, of Middle La Have, a

Peter DeMone, of Upper La Have.

David Wile, of Bridgewater.

Philip Rapuse, of Conqueral Bank.

JosiAH Rodenheiser, of Branch District.

Stephen Wetzel, of Korthfield, . , ,

.

George Wile, of Waterloo. . ^

Captain Wm. Sartie, of Conquerall. * ' ,

Mr. Nathan Kedy, of Mahone Bay.
** David Hirtlb, of Cornwall.
" Jacob Beck, of Newbern.
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