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PRESS. Translated by C. D. Hazen, Professor of History in Smith
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Current Topics.
We beg to congratulate His Excellency,
the Governor-General of Canada, on the
Btely gons well-d.eserved and honourable distinction
adiay, areerred upon him l?y Her Majesty the Q'ueen. Can-
hig veen l;le!.lbed that their Governor-General is .one ?vhom
Etoey, &ndf'ehghFS to honour, for they regard with sincere
hims(ﬂf to 1&ﬂ‘eCF10r1 Lorfi Aberdeen, who has ever shown
What, b ) (.))e i.lnlma.ted with t%ne single purpose of advancing
Omingo, n;ders the bes? interests of the people of the
Oa‘n&diam; ; 0 l)ett:ar proof of this feeling on the part of
spleng; d‘x‘ecor 'the (;rovernor-(}enfeml is wan‘ting than the
OthegSeptéon accorded to him a,nq to Her Excellency
9"011% la:st, (1)\{ Aberdeen F:Lt the Parhamenlt Buildings in
gmtulati(,,; ) thonda.y evening. A mz.xtter for further con-
Presen meet: e brilliant %uccess whw}'n has attended the
Welfare of W};.r]g of the I\Tatlonal Council of Women in the
esteq. ich hoth their Excellencies are so keenly inter-

The Governoy
General,

From the fact that no announcement to

A Radica
\ference, the contrary has been made, it 1s generally
Exeellenc inferred that the conference between His
Vs

4 the Governor-General, and the Premier and the
Schgy, i eneral of Manitoba, in respect to the Manitoha
Ative, of sulty » has proved fruitless. Meanwhile, represen-
Char. €, 5o € two extremes of opinion are returning to the
;’*M s 'I:I‘Ie of them with increasing vigor. Among these
i:}‘;\'entl ‘0 gf;’}n, thf;‘ Archbishop of St. Boniface, who talks
. faip Play » l%}t& and “scholastic liberties,” and ¢ Brit-
it t}o a a«-‘!}v)('ect ow, Wlthogt going into the legal or consti-
o 8 thag y es of the question, we should like to ask why it
§ pe?lally its of representatives of the Manitoba minority,
('Onﬁlder clerical advocates, so persistently ignore the one

Ming, - +tion

el of all }, Which constitutes the real question in the
te alf of the onest 'Pl‘Otestanbs,' viz., that what is asked on
snets of th Mnority is the power to teach the peculiar
tate e

Qe eso %m&n Catholic religion at the expense of the
10:-“-10“ aton rotestant objectors deny that there is any
whifltizenﬁ eVe‘ er about giving to their Roman Catholic fel-
the ch they gl Ty right and privilege in respect to the schools
Co,

Poing §, eref(?ilthemselves. Where they take issue is at

Stooq 0 brovide the fteaching, for which all the citizens in
e ; . ; X
oug &n&s 8choo] edug unds, turns aside from what is under-

T ation proper, and enters upon the sinu-
Pathy of gectarian dogma and ritual, with

which t‘})] Soy
e
: blieve the State should have nothing to do.

Whether right or wrong, the distinction is surely clear and
arguable. Yet we do not remember ever to have seen this,
the essential and vital point of the controversy, fairly met or

even recognized by the Catholic prelates.

Tt must be admitted that the spectacle of

The Attempted . e
emp the Governor-General, in person, holding

Compromise.
a series of interviews with leading mem-

bers of the Executive of a Province, without the presence of
his constitutional advisers, 1s a novel if not an unprecedented
onein Canada. It does not appear, however, that there ix
anything, either in the Constitution, the Imperial instructions,
or, in the nature of things,to prevent HisExcellency from com-
municating with whom he will, on whatever topics he may
please, so long as he neither attempts nor contemplates any
Executive action save at the instance and on the responsi-
bility of his constitutional advisers. It would be no one’s
husiness, so far as we can see, where or whence the proposed
action had originated, so long as the Government made the
proposed measure or policy its own. There may be, it is
true, an element of danger arising from the possibility of
His Excellency’s advisers declining to adopt a given com-
promise or mode of procedure which commended itself to his
own judgment and conscience. In such an event, there
might be possibility of unpleasant complications with
those advisers, who might suspect that an attempt was be-
ing made to supersede them by usurping their functions,
contrary to the provisions of the Coustitution. In the
present instance it is pretty certain that not only Sir Mac-
kenzie and his eolleagues, but the whole country, would have
heen only too glad had he been able to agree upon the terms
of a compromise which would have settled the struggle with-
out infraction of any Constitutional principle, or the estah-
lishment of any troublesome precedent. Of this there seems
at present to be no hope.

One of the latest cable despatches alleges
that the Tmperial Government, in Cabinet
Council assembled, have firmly resolved on

An Improbable
Innovation.

a resolute perseverance with their bills until autumn, no
matter how small may be their majorities. This coincides

with the amended resolution pzmssed' on Mondav, at a joint
meeting of the London Liberal Radical Union and the
National Liberal Club, calling upon the Government to hold
an autumn session for the purpose of completing the New-
castle programme. It is not unlikely, notwithstanding any
agitation for a different course which may have been pro-
moted by certain members of the party, that this, which was
known to be the policy of the Government at the beginning
of the session, may have been steadfastly adhered to
throughout, in spite of current rumours. It is highly improb-
able, however, that it means what was alleged in certain
rumours which were current a few weeks ago, and may be so
still, in certain political circles, to the effect that the Gov-
ernment intend, if beaten upon either the Welsh Disestab-
lishment, or the Local Veto Bill, to decline to accept such a
defeat as a declaration of want of confidence, such as to
necessitate resignation, and to continue in office, n}erely ask-,
ing for a vote of confidence upon their general policy. Itis,
of course, in the almost countless multitude of amendments to
be moved in Committee, quite possible that the Government
may suffer defeat on any one of a dozen or a hundred, none
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of them seriously affecting the principle of the Bill under
discussion. But to refuse to accept defeat on any import.
ant feature of one of these bills would be, as the London
Spectator says, not only a new departure, establishing a new
constitutional precedent, but a weakening of the whole posi-
tion of the Executive, by depriving it of half its driving
power, the right to resign or to order a new election when
its measures are rejected being one of the special sources of
its strength, particularly - with its own members.

The bill which Lord Rosebery presented
the other day in the House of Lords, to
enable Colonial judges of the first rank, on
being sworn in as members of the Imperial Privy Council, to

Colonists in the
Judicial Committee.

sit on the Judicial Committee, though it may not, perhaps, be
of great practical importance, is a step further in the direc-
tion in which Imperial policy touching Colonial relations has
heen steadily trending for some years past. It is a fitting
sequel to the appointment of Colonists to positions on coun-
cils of arbitration in regard to questions in which Colonial
interest are involved, and to the giving of Colonial represen-
tatives a voice in the negotiation of commercial treaties by
which the Colonies are bound. We do not see that the
Colonies have any reason to complain that they are left to
pay the salaries of their own representatives on the Com-
mittee, In view of the small number of cases in which
questions in which they are particularly interested are likely
to come before the Committee—and it is to be hoped that
such cases may become more and more rare—it will be a
question for the Colonies themselves to decide whether they
will care to pay the large salaries which are, we presume,
attached to the position in the case of the British Lords.
To adopt a lower scale would scarcely comport with the dig-
nity of the position, and might increase the danger, which
will be always present, that an idea of inferiority may come
to be associated with the Colonial representatives. This is,
however, shooting in the dark, as we do not at the moment
know what are the salaries of the British Lords of the Coun-
cil. TIf the Colonial members should continue to exercise
their functions as judges of the Supreme Courts of their re-
spective colonies, embarrassment might possibly sometimes
result from their being called on to re-consider decisions
which they themselves had had a hand in making ; but, on
the other hand, the fact of their intimate knowledge of the
matter under consideration might facilitate a just decision
hy the court of last resort.

Unsatisfactory as the result is from many
points of view, it is not unlikely that the
interests of justice could not at present

The Hyams Case.

have been better served ih the Hyams case than by the ‘ail-
ure of the jury to agree. We may with a good deal of con-
fidence say that the case is one of those, all too frequent,
in which those who have followed closely the evidence find
themselves led to a convietion, amounting almost to moral
certainty, unfavourable to the accused, while they yet realize
that the proof is not suthciently clear and positive to warrant
a verdict of *“Guilty.” The chain of circumstantial evidence
so skilfully forged by the prosecuting counsel was so nearly
perfect, in respect to both motive and action, that it was
difficult to see any possibility of escape for the trembling
prisoners at the bar. Yet there were obviously weak or
missing links which ‘sutticed to prevent it from taking on
the nature of absolutely conclusive legal proot. These
weak points were made still weaker—this is about all that
can be said—by such evidence adduced by the defence as
could be felt to be in any high degree reliable. Probably

there were few who did not feel constrained to distrust, for
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some reason, those portions of the evidence for the defence

which were newest and most direct. For instance, the force
of the testimony brought in to establish an alibi for Dallas
Hyams was so completely discredited both by its newness and
by the utter impossibility of harmonizing it with any account
given at the time by either of the brothers, that one is dispos”
ed to wonder that the astute counsel should have allowed 1t
to be presented, seeing that its tendency must have been to
discredit not only itself but the accompanying testimony-
But the remark we set out to make is that inasmuch as, 1.n
view of the prevalent conviction of the prisoners’ guilt, their
acquittal would have been regarded as a signal failure of
justice, and on the other hand, that the defence had suCCee'd'
ed in casting so much doubt upon the evidence of their guilt
that their conviction would have been regarded by many o
unwarranted by the evidence, it is well that they should be
held in custody so as to give ample opportunity for the Cl'owff
to investigate more closely the origin of the doubtful tfﬁt‘
mony and perhaps to get permission to lay before the jury
evidence in regard to the antecedent characters and conduct
of the prisoners—a matter of no small importance in such &
case.

To the unsophisticated it must often be d

A Dark - in
ar cause for wonder that a rest, or something

Picture. t,ime
approaching a rest, should not some

be reached in the work of law-making, especially local 1aW-
making. Why, at least, should not the wise men in our
local legislatures be able so completely to supply the demati®
or if not the demand, the actual need for legislation, t0 such
an extent that the affairs of the Province might go on Yel'?,
comfortably for several years with little new lmv-mamklllx‘-‘,"
Are the conditions in a staid community such as ours really
changing so rapidly that it is necessary that an assembly ©
representatives should be brought together ac large expensé
for weeks or months every year, to correct the mistfﬂkes’
amend the shortcomings, and supplement the deficiencie$ 0_
past years of legislation by the self-same body of represeﬂm
tives? Is there a genuine necessity for those scores upor
scores of bills which are made into Acts, and set down in the
statute-books as laws, every season?! We are bound, ¥ esuf\;
pose, to believe that, in the great majority of cases, L%le f“'or
laws are made necessary by some changed conditlofls’

some serious deficiencies which have been found by experien®®
We should be sorry to think that the statements of
New York Nation with regard to the Legislature of o6
great State which lies next door to us, are true in any .
of our own, viz. :—“That, aside from the necessity of rect; {w
ing abuses created by former legislatures, there is no

. R . ou
single statute of the past ten years without which we ¢ s
er WO

the

not have got along tolerably well ;” that, in oth s
“ the work of the legislature has been, in the main, simple mre
chief, or worse.” And yet one cannot but wonder why t?};r
should be perpetual need for so many new laws, and whe

we are not in some danger from a plethora both 0
tion and of government.

- . New
If, however, the description of t};aﬁom

York Legislature given by 7%¢ . ple O

one of the most reputable and reliab s

American periodicals, be regarded as containing eve? T fure
percentage of truth, neither thé members of our Legls. aning
nor the people who elect them will thank us for m.entl(:erve
their names in the same connection. It may, POSSlbl.y’,e'n b

as a salutary warning to quote some of the points & gtion:
The Nation as descriptive of the Legislature in qu?s

We may thereby be reminded that eternal vigilanc® 1,/
price of purity as well as of liberty. Says 7%he Natto™

‘A Legislative
Torment ”

£ legisl® .

e i
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’Sense“o?;i mfmbers do not represent the State in any proper
Rotice \vitf ':I‘.m‘. They have no connection, or none worth
Sciencé ! h ;s {ndustry, or 1';1'z.14de, Or commerce, ot art, or
IllOstly’ or 1te{;Lture, or r'eh_glon, or .educatlon. lhe): are
seldon, l)l/asng‘g, 0 scure, and often very ignorant men. '.l}'ley
7el'y o efdrg regular means of l%vehhood outside of R()llthH.
reputable :) i rem could get private employment in any
i“telli«rent a lng In th.e belief of ne.zu'ly all the

gis}g,turepo} t{on of our population, 'the‘ meeting of the
of o sehory efv e}y Januvary in Albemy‘ls sunp_ly the opening
Members or(; \'.1’ce. As soon as the bpc_)aker is elected, the
their bold O?n‘u.e, under a nm.ster'who. is not a l.nember (')f
Purchasm-{’ Olfthe sale of legislation in quantities to suit
sign do th(,a OI:} or the levy of })]a_cl.{~'111m]. Not the smallest
ort, or pro{ S 1'(.)w of any l'esponslbl.llty fo‘r public peace, com-
op ¢ somethi»l}():%nty. They takey the‘lr pay in money or offices,
of gO-betwgelh'e'qua“'y as good.” They create a small army
drumypens s ny ,md_ lobbyists and gamblers—a kind of ¢ devil

T ‘flb. who bring buyers and sellers together.”

lesy fe;;’:rls' indeed & darl‘( pi?ture. .( Jne of the most hope-
neag futureﬁ _Of the mtuatlo.n is the fact that reforn in the
cars oo ('3 Is almost despaired of. « Every New York boy
“drel very day that the legislators ave a pack of scoun-
- Friends and foes say the same thing.” The
olitical education of the children—the citi-

“ens of . X

fee] o: afew years hence—may be imagined. Tf any of us
¢! disposeq 0
in th

eftect upon the p

. thank God that we are not as our neighbours
yem_}:-ﬁ :;a,tteer{ ‘we shall do well also to ‘remember that f?fty
urs Werep-; ldps.: much shor'ter period ago, the.se ne.lgh-
88 the mosl(;((: 1zl.prfgh.t and strmghtfoern'd in their politics
ould i ! Ptimistic among us can claim that we now are.
. ot be well to ask ourselves what has made us to

ey,
80 ¢ .
» %0 a8 to be able to avoid the sources of danger.
*

* ¥*
Written Constitutions.
r ‘H A . T
l E Written constitution is on its trial just, now, both in

Canada and in the United States, from which Canada
wed the plan,
C”U!‘se,

bOrm .
A written compact of some sort is, of

‘colnin;n(;rzh{ii in the very idea of federation, but‘ it s
Castiro, Stn:lz flllywhether an elaborajte and complicated
SUpposy o bc un'a is the unmixed go‘od it hz?s b:y many l')e(?,n
OPeratio, ob'e. .l‘here are t?vo serious objections to it in
Ous g th; o (;le(ft.lons- which will probably beeome more  seti-
of "lakim; 0 nstltu.tlon grows older, until some readier means
wble i p?ovis 1(;10d1ﬁ(:l):tl()lls shown by experience to he deisu'-
ion, i “ fme g I'n 1t‘s very na.ture the written Constitu-
€ diffioy); 0:«5 Ilt/ is .hxed, or Vn:tu.a,]ly .ﬁx?d by reason of
ass“mption )t’h ) changing or modifying 1it, is bhased on the

ive hundr:i 1ts framers, whet'her of twenty-five, or fifty,

© Suiteq 1y ti] years ago, were wiser, and knew what would
Suceegq He wa
ors for

1emSeIVeS_ T
mutter
8ove
whicl};n:de Y the men of long ago. The self-government on
8 the p Y May pride themselves is to this extent a nullity,

€0 . . Lo
and 4, Ple of the United States are just now experiencing,
S We ap . : S

nts and conditions of their descendants or
all time to come better than those descendants
hus it is virtually decreed that the posterity, no
anged the times and circumstances, are to be

h')W ch

©1n g fair way to experience.

Secon : . . s
18 thy d ObJectlorx, even more practical in its character,

wri . .
Congequentl Itten Constitution has to be interpreted, and,
Myeh, Y; must have authoritative interpreters. Inas-
o 8 the tineq .
Ltion, times and circumstances change and new con-

Stitugi, re Constantly arising which the framers of the Con-
Provige foio(l)lld n.ot foresee, and, consequently, could not

Onstituti()nr against, it follows that the interpreters of the
‘“akez‘s, or may  themselves become virtually Constitution-
Q“Dpoge ord u.nder—makers, interpreting and applying its
have en lnﬂcxples to cases which were not and could not
t"&tions o the minds of the first framers. Practical illus-

® force of this objection are just now afforded
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in both Canada and the great Republic. These show that,
while the original purpose of the written Constitution is to
give stability to the nation and save it from the consequences
of the possible fickleness of its people, it really may work in
the opposite direction, involving questions of the first fmpor-
tance in the greatest uncertainty. The history of the deci-
sions of the different courts to which the interpretation of the
Canadian Constitution, in its bearing upon the Manitoba school
case, has in succession been entrusted, sets in a clear light
the uncertainty which prevails in our own country in regard
to the meaning of the Constitution, as applied to that case.
So, too, in the United States, the recent decision affirming
the unconstitutionality of the Tncome Tax Act, a decision,
reached through one man’s vacillation, sets before’us in a
most striking manner the uncertainties of the laws’ inter-
pretation in difficult cases. Even now it may happen that
the retirement or death of one member of the Supreme
Court, and his replacement by another taking a different
view, will bring about a complete change of result and make
thenow rejected Income Tax Bill constitutional and hence operva-
tive. Thus the working of the very system which was devised
to prevent the enactment of legislation deviating from cer-
tain fixed lines, may lead to the most damaging financial
uncertainty. There is, of course, much ditference of opinion
among both the people and their representatives in Congress,
with regard to the justice and soundness of the principle
involved in seeking by indirect means to throw the heavier
burden of taxation for the public needs upon the wealthier
citizens, in proportion to their wealth, but it is hard to see
how there can be much room for question that the taxation
of incomes, provided it can successfully be done, is about the
fairest way of distributing the burden among the ecitizens,
which can be devised. And yet when Congress has agreed
to make trial of this method, it is prevented by the alleged
force of a clause in the Constitution,placed there by ancestors
who had probably no such conditions in mind as those which
now exist and give rise to the difliculty which this legisla-
tion is intended to meet. Even wereit otherwise, why should
a country which boasts of absolute self-government, suffer the
judgment and will of its representatives to be baulked by the
opinions of the constitution-builders of a century ago? Even
assuming that the provisions of the Constitution are wiser
and sounder than the legislation of such a Congress as the
nation is now blessed with, it can scarcely be a question for
one who really believes in * government of the people, by the
people, for.the people,” as the ideal of political freedom,
whether it is better for the people to learn by hard experience
to guard against the short-sighted and mischievous blunders of
their own representatives, or to be prosperous under the
wiser rule of their dead ancestors. In other words, have not
the free and sovereign people a right, at any moment, to gov-
ern themselves !

It may be said that the case of Canada is peculiar,
inasmuch as we have the power of appeal to a judicial tri-
bunal of higher authority than any in our own country for
final decisions of constitutional questions which we may he
unable to decide harmoniously for ourselves. We need not
stay to inquire whether the power and habit of running to
the Home authorities for the settlement of questions affecting
only ourselves are likely in the long run to conduce to our
strength and harmony, as a self-governing community, or the
opposite. The point under consideration is whether the
decision of such questions, on the basis of a purely judicial
interpretation of a doubtful clause in a Constitution drawn
up a generation ago, when the conditions of the Province
immediately concerned were very different from those which
now exist, is the method which accords most closely with
the dignity, and conduces most powerfully to the develop-
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ment and general welfare, of five millions of people, accus
omed to think and speak of themselves as a self-governing
community, i.c., as a nation. Is there any doubt as to what
would be the decision with respect to the establishment of
sectarian Separate Schools in Manitoba were the Manitoba
School Act now being drawn up !

Tt may be said that to reason thus is to ignore the noral
obligations of a solemn compact. This raises what we readily
admit are fundamental questions in national ethics. To what
extent can a people be morally bound by the agreement of a
former generation ? Is the moral obligation irrevocable and
eternal, under all changes of conditions ? If not, what are its
limitations in regard to time and circumstance ? It is obvious
that if the obligation is unlimited and perpetual, or, in any
case, so long as it lasts, there can be no such thing as free-
dom or self-government.

But, it may be said, to deny the binding force of such
an obligation is to take away the possibility of any guarantee
or safeguard for the rights of a minority, and to subject
such rights to the whims of a fickle majority. There is force
in the objection. But it may be replied that the security
provided by the written article is of value only in proportion
to the justice and sense of honour of that majority, in any
event, and that, if that sense of honour and- that sentiment
of right, reinforced, as they are certain to be mightily under
our party system of government, by the political combinations
and influences which even a small compact minority can
bring to bear, cannot be relied on, the stability that can be
given by a paper bond will prove of little avail in the end.
Institutions which are not in accord with the sentiments
and convictions of the majority cannot be long upheld by
the decrees of a handful of predecessors, legislating under
very different conditions.

*
* *

Racing.

T() conduct a five-days’ race meeting, with all the compli-

cated details that such a meeting entails, and to con-
duct it without a hitch, and apparently to the satisfaction of
all concerned, is no small matter. Accordingly the Ontario
Jockey Club, its president, Mr. Hendrie, and its secretary,
Mr. Lyndhurst Ogden, deserve warm commendation for the
manner in which they contributed to the pleasure of all lov.
ers of horses and horsemanship last week. The time when
the annual meeting at the Woodbine was a thing of interest
only to a few, when the competitors for the stakes and plates
were anything but numerous, and the sum total of those
stakes and plates was all but paltry, is probably within the
recollection of our youngest reader. To-day all three condi-
tions are changed, as the attendance this year abundantly
proved.

The details of the racing are by this time, of course, an-
cient history. But it is interesting to analyse the springs of
motive which draw such throngs to a horse race. There is
something, surely, first of all, in the fact that a horse race is
seen out in the open, on the green turf, under the blue sky,
All Greek games, even the Greek drama, took place out in the
open ; and both, we know, were thronged from early dawn.
Little as we may regard it, there is probably, even to the
most urban of populaces, a potent influence exercised
by the spacious earth and the lofty atmosphere of the coun.
try. They contribute to buoyancy of spirits, to relief from
toil and care. But after all, the primary source of interest
is no doubt the excitement aroused by the struggle for vie-

between the noblest of animals trained and chosen
by the most scrupulous and scientific care. Strife for pre.
eminence is perhaps the mainspring of all human action. Tt
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is an inherent fact of all nature. TEvery sport attests 1t
every drawing-room game attests it. In its more serious a8

Were there no strife, there

pects it is a creed, a religion.
In this

would be no progress ; there would be immobility.
strife, too, is that element of danger, requiring nerve, cour:.
age, and audacity, the exhibition of which always has, and
perhaps always will, evoke the intensest enthusiasn. I'n
horse racing, perhaps, this element is seen in its most legiti-
mate form, for here it can in no way be called degradingi &
tendency it is sometimes apt toinvolve. Beneath this, agaifs
there is the interest attaching to humanity in bulk. What
is 1t causes the exaltation of feeling engendered by a crowd !
What brings about that heightening and reverberating ©
sentiment when masses of men and women are moved by &
common impulse? Sympathy is probably at the bottom of
it ; but the word sympathy does not expiain much. The
fact remains that to be one in a concourse of our fellows 13 80
most of us a source of enjoyment. Lastly there is, of course
the gambling element. This, no doubt, is the weak point of
the turf. But there are hundreds who go to a race without

risking a coin, as there are hundreds who risk coins on many
d good,
One
ted

things besides racing. Racing may not be an unmixe
but that its good points are many is hard to gainsay.
of our daily contemporaries the other day astutely poi
out, that nothing tended more to the production of good

. . rer
of horses than racing. And naturally. There is no seve

test of a horse’s powers. And they are tested in public, 1
an open field, and the results are recorded and acted UP[(]”:
tha

The nation that is celebrated for its horsesis the nation y

is celebrated for its horse races. When all vehicles g0 y
.. . O P

electricity; when every man, woman, and child rides

. . , an
“wheel ;” when cavalry gives place to the bicycle corps;® S
drive I¥

o Anglo®

Saxon may give up horse-racing. Perhaps not even then

when the magnificent animal which now we ride and
useful only for leather and sausage meat, then th

¥
* *

The Manitoha School Case.—I1.

HE School Act of 1890 having been held constitublo

and therefore obligatory, a second attempt was ™ "

to get rid of it and to recover the right by law to establish aa

maintain Separate Schools at the public expense. 815 3,
quit of the obligation to contribute to the support ©

naL

. v O
common school system. This attempt was made by Wi}’ a8
appeal to the Governor-General in Council from the o

ra

a binding enactment, and the petitions prayed fo
plete restoration of the Separate School System. . .

It is worthy of remark here, that the appeal 8107, i
on behalf of the Roman Catholic minority, and thou8

. . rsom*
_a pure question of fact whether a certain number of pe

desire a certain thing, no steps seem to have been taken ©
ascertain whether the Roman Catholic minority were I:ings
in favour of the retrogressive step. Analogous procee &
occur in municipal affairs when a local improveme}n atb
drainage work is desired by the ratepayers, an w llace.
equivalent to a polling of those affected always takes P oW

Tt seems to have been assumed that the petition © &wera
Roman Catholics and the allegations of their clel‘g51'd not
sufficient proof of this serious question of fact. I.t cou he

for a wroment be contended that the representations o Jjyo
clergy in a purely temporal and political matter woglls or
sufficient. They do not represent the people ab the P oring
in any other political movement. In fact their overpo¥ eld
influence over the electors of their own faith has bee” ught
to be undue influence sufficient to avoid an election b]r'(;vin

ahout by its exercise. And there is good grOund for be 1St,iotlr
that if the sense of the people were taken on the quslg,ttef
apart from this influence, it would at least leave the ative
in, doubt, if, indeed, it would not result in 2 'neaa,vits
answer. And it is a most remarkable thing th”“bt ﬁecessﬂry

is

of facts, thought by Counsel for the minority to be

breeds -

i, e

b sy e




i, e

b sy e

he
en a py

Mav 31st, 1895.]

for the information of the Ministers, were immediately with-
dl‘a-\}m when Counsel for Manitoba proposed to put in afhi-
“avits in answer. Matters of actual fact were completely
lgnored: Matters of assumed and alleged fact were made
the basis of the argument and decision.
G However, the petition of appeal was laid hefore the
rovernor-General in Council, that is, the Ministers of the
P:Z“’P- Upon the presentation of the petition, the late
Minn']vl:r’ when tl_le CO}lnC‘l]. a.ssemblqd, annour}ced thznt. th-e
cial 1; ers sat in a judicial capacity to dxsf:harge ')ud.x—
Actio unctions, and deprecated public .dlscussmn of their
. n on the ground that the question had ceased to
A‘nda bpohtlcal one and had bgcome & judicial one.
. efore proceeding to a hearing of the petition, he
Nounced that there was a loubt whether there was power

0 . . .
. to hear the appeal—whether it was a case in which an appeal

;22;3 be taken'—and in order to resolve this doubt he pro-
&na]to submit certain questions to the Supreme Court of
o da with the right of appeal to the Judicial Committee
illdic:t Privy Council. 1t the answers to these questions
" ed t]}at there was a right of appeal, the appeal would
*heard ; if not, there the matter ended.
el‘nmet hecame very apparent, at this stage,' that the Gov-
said t}?t had determined to act on the petition. Tt may be
that g at their course was perfectly loglgaLAﬁrst ascertain
o din”ap.peal would lie, and then hear it. And it would
Pl‘esid?f;e'dltafble to the memory of the great man who then
pUSitio/( 1f‘lt (.:0ul'd he sald' that he 'frO()k an _1]]0;;10&1
is pertp. But 1t is too logical for da}ly practice. Tt
e"llm}a nictly consistent with the assumption that the Gov-
Wing having considered the matter for several years,
‘*Xpenfe (or the members of it having) promised that the
rou "hsthf the appeal to Eng]and.would be paid, having
unsﬂc%p fle Premier promised that if the ﬁrs‘t appeal was
the Govss ul he‘ would entertain favour'ably' their appeal to
relief &egnlor-(wenetral, h'ad made up their minds to grant the
haq d’ tn _est their action should be subsequently challenged
Stermined to ascertain beforehand how far they might
820, bhut fanG take in'to consideration also that not long
iniSter‘)e ore the hearing of the appeal, one or more of the
e ro ief publicly declared that he or they would  resign if
& assy Wgre npt; granted, it may be taken as certain that
Ministepmfmon Is correct. Tt is hardly poss1bl'e that these
Questio 8 held different views a few months previously. The
h, whether an appeal would lie or not, would have
rely academic one and the ultimate decision of no
value, unless the intention had been to grant the
that, the G € suggestion is valuable only when we consider
e mat FOVernment prqfessed to_approach and dez'v.l v'vi_th
COgnizance .n(')t as a question of policy, but as one of judicial
Teduceq i¢ t),h Mld‘ the V:que of a judicial utterance is vastly
Judges haq Sl‘e is the slightest ground for belief that the
10 Purgye N _e'fore hearmg the appeal, made up their minds
Power ¢, dog:;en course in any event, if only they had the
ey ;;sh?: as it' may, however, the questions were asked.
ore theﬁ out in full _at page 6 of a report of the case
O&nada udicial Committee printed for the Government of
1 'Is t}f: a condensed form they are as follows :-—
B. N.aA A ¢ appeal such an appeal as is admissible by the
2. Ar Ct;}:)r the Manitoba Act*
Such a4 m © the grounds set out in the petitions of appeal
ay be the subject of appeal under those Acts ?
the appe (l)es the decision in Barrett vs. Winnipeg conclude
al for redregs 1
0€s the British North America Act apply !
OF remeq; als His Excellency power to make the declarations
State in a Orde{‘s asked for, assuming the facts to be as
Ju!‘isdietion(; petitions of appeal, or has His Excellency any

Practicg)

Abpeal,

8. Dj
Sonfeop 0]31(1 the Ac_ts of Manitoba, prior to the Act of 1390,
1n Pelati()no: continue to the minority a *“ right or privilege
"Seetioy, (_’)eduCa,tlon ” within the meaning of section 22,
1890 affge: 2 Of the Manitoba Act; if so, did the Act of
any right or privilege of the minority in such a

n]a,nne
Tt b .
Councilehat an appeal will lie to the Governor-General in

I . .
Ctin ha:; N ?mltted reference to the British North America
al oW gt iﬁf question, because it was held not to apply.
th'e&d ete IS point T must again call attention to the

® time .o 'ned fact that no right or privilege existed at
the‘entrance of Manitoba nto the Dominion
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which was saved from the powers of the Manitoba Legisla-
ture ; and therefore any right or privilege which was affected
by the Act of 1890, was a right or privilege given by the
Manitoba Legislature itself ; and was therefore one which
remained a right or privilege only until the Legislature,
having power to repeal or vary its own acts, might lawfully
take it away. Inasmuch as they might lawfully take it
away (and they had the right to do so, as we have seen), the
question placed hefore the Dominion Government clearly and
unmistakably was this—Although the people of Manitoba
almost unanimously agreed that a Public School System was
better than a Separate School System, is the Dominion Gov-
ernment of the opinion that a Separate School System is so
much better for the inhabitants of Manitoba than a Public
School System (although the same inhabitants are not aware
of it) that, having the power to do so, it should order the
restoration of the Separate School System? That was the
sole question to be determined by the Government, and be-
fore determining it, they asked advice as to whether they had
the power to effect this vital change of policy and impose
it upon a Province against its will.

Tt is proper to observe here also that although the Gov-
ernment asked this advice they were not bound by the result,
although the contrary has been vigorously maintained. The
Act under which the case was submitted to the courts de-
clares that the judges shall certify their opinions to the
Governor-General in Council, and shall be advisory orly.
There is no judgment of the court entered, and no judgment
could he entered or could be compulsory upon either the
Governor-General in Council or Parliament. Mr. Blake,
who could not be accused of bungling his clients’ case bhefore
the Judicial Committee, upon Lord Watson’s remarking that
the Governor-General had not asked for a political decision
which would fetter him in any way, answered that * the law
which created the tribunal for the purpose of giving advice
expressly states that in their political capacity they are not
hound by that advice:” case, p. 39. Tt is ludicrous to sug-
gest that Parliament could ahdicate its own independent
position, or surrender the executive or political authority of
the Sovereign toa court. It would be a flagrant act of dis-
obedience to the B. N, A. Act ; an abnegation of the sover-
eignity of the British Parliament which passed it. Again,
on the reason of the thing, how could the Governor-General,
by simply asking the questions, “ Will an appeal lie in this
case assunming the facts I have stated to be correct? Have
T any power to act in this case,” be bound by an atfimative
answer to act ¢ The answer to this question is, * Yes, you
have the power, use your own discretion as to whether you
will exercise it.” Tf he had asked, “ Have I the power to
disallow an act of the Province of Manitoba ! ” and had heen
answered in the atlirmative, would any one seriously contend
that he would be bound to disallow 1t} If the decision of
the court on this was compulsory, why interpose another
hearing between it and executive action? If the decision
had been compulsory, why not let the Governor-General act
at once in the purely formal manner in which alone he could
act, and why enact the farce of hearing argument where he
had only one course to follow? A more stultifying course
could not he adopted than for the whole Cabinet tosit in
array and hear solemn argument, and at the same time assert
that they had power to pursue one course only. The habits
of thought, the intellectual calibre of any person who could
adopt such a proposition must be, to say the least, peculiar.
But party training is severe, and perhaps habits of thought
are not acquired in that sphere. I have seen it asserted that
party politicians give out their thinking as they give out
their washing, but do not get it back as clean, The practice
of submitting such questions is analogous to that of the House
of Lords in its appellate capacity, which enables that august
body in important cases to take the opinions of all the judges
of England on questions of law forits information. But,
the opinions being received, the House is not bound to adopt
them, but may still act upon its own judgment. A similar
practice obtained in the Court of Chancery, and, upon the
consent of the parties, that court could send a stated case to
a court of law for their opinion; but the opinion did not
bind the Court of Chancery when received. Lawyers will
readily recall this practice, but lest my assertion should be
challenged T refer to authority : Prebble vs. Boghurst, Swan-
ston at p. 320. _ )

T now refer to the judgment of the Privy Council upon
the questions asked, premising (as can be seen from the
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questions) that their Lordships were not invited to express
an opinion upon the advisability of interfering, or what steps
the Government should take if they were found able to act,
and that the advice of the courts on that matter would there-
fore have been rather worse than gratuitous.

Their Lordships did not specially answer the questions
seriatim, nor were they bound to do so, but, in the judgment
delivered by the Lord Chancellor, they determined : (1) That
the Manitoba Act, and not the British North America Act,
applied. (2) That the case of Barret vs. Winnipeg, having
determined merely that no right or privilege which existed
at the time of the wnion was infringed, did not conclude them
in determining whether an appeal lay respecting a »ight or
privilege which was granted by the Manitoba Leyislature after
the union. These answers cleared the ground for a determina-
tion of the main questions, which, condensed, may be stated to
be, Have any rights or privileges, given by the Legislature
of Manitoba prior to the Act of 1890, been so affected by
that Act that an appeal will lie on the facts stated, to the
Governor-General in Council? The answer is succinctly
given in the following words :—* For the reasons which have
been given their Lordships are of opinion -that sub-section 2
of section 22 of the Manitoba Act is the governing enact-
ment, and that the appeal to the Governor-General in Coun-
¢il was admissible by virtue of that enactment, on the grounds
set forth in the memorials and petitions, inasmuch as the
Act of 1890 affected rights or privileges of the Roman Cath-
olic minority in relation to education within the meaning of
that sub-section. The further question is submitted whether
the Governor-General in Council has power to make the de-
clarations or remedial orders asked for in the memorials or
petitions, or has any other jurisdiction in the premises.
Their Lordships have decided that the Governor-General in
Council has jurisdiction, and that the appeal is well founded,
but the particular course to be pursued must be determined
by the authorities to whom it has been committed by statute,
[Viz., the Governor-General in Council, then the Manitoba
Legislature, acting upon his Excellency’s order, or, in default,
the Parliament of Canada.] [t is not for this tribunal to
wmtimate the precise steps to be taken.”

Tt is abundantly clear that the Government of Canada,
having been advised that they were at liberty to hear the ap-
peal,were left perfectly free to adopt any course they thought
fit. What, however, was the course taken? The ministers
asserted again that in hearing the appeal they were acting
judicially and not in their political capacity ; that the Judi-
cial Committee had alleged that a grievance existed which
ought to be remedied ; that there was no recourse but to
grant some relief, bearing in mind the effect of the decision ;
that the question was not one of political significance, but a
purely constitutional one, and that they would act according
to the constitution. At a subsequent stage, after the re-
medial order was made, certain ministers asserted that the
government had done no more than “throw the question
back into Manitoba politics,” or, as a French-Canadian news-
paper dramatically expressed it, the judgment of the Privy
Council came to the Government of Canada misdirected,
and the Government readdressed the packet to the Govern-
ment of Manitoba, saying, * Messieurs, it came to us by
mistake ! ” :

The claim of judicial functions for the Cabinet is a
serious one, but entirely uufounded. The British North
America Act, section 11, enacts that * there shall be a council
to aid and advise in the Government of Canada, to be styled
the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada,” ete. Section 13
enacts that ¢ the provisions of this Act referring to the
Governor-General in Council shall be construed as referring
to the Governor-General acting by and with the adwvice of the
Queen’s Privy Council for Canada.” The Act in its preamble
declares the purpose to be to create a Dominion “ with a
constitution similiar in principle to that of the United King-
dom.” The functions of the Cabinet are therefore the same
in principle as those of the British Cabinet. Bourinot, re-
ferring to the latter, says: “ The Stuarts made use of it to
establish a secret star chamber to usurp the functions of the
courts. . . . In the course of the various changes that have
occurred in English constitutional history, its judicial func-
tions disappeared and now only survive in the Judicial Com-

“mittee.” [Fed. Gov. in Can., Johns Hopkins Univ. Stud.

7th series, X., XI., XII., p. 86.] Taswell-Langmead quotes
from Mr. Gladstone as follows: “ Every one of them [min-
isters] acts in no less than three capacities : “as administrator
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of a-department of state; asa member of a legislative
chamber, and as a confidential adviser of the Crown.” [Eng
Const. Hist., 4th Ed., p. 710.] Inhis text he says: “ The]
old constitutional maxim that ¢ the King can do no wrong
is now literally true, for his acts ave really the acts of his
ministers.” [Ibid. p. 711.] Todd, after pointing out .the ll'i-
responsibility of the sovereign, says: * The counterpolse anc
correlative of this constitutional maxim is in another, ll‘f
less important, which aflixes upon the Cabinet—in other
words, upon the advisers and ministers of the Crown—the
ultimate and unqualified ¢responsibility of deciding what
shall be done in the Crown’s name, in every branch of ad-
ministration, and with the alternative of ceasing to' 4})6
ministers, if what they may advisedly deem the I'equ}SIte
power of action he denied them.” The political action of the
monarch must invariably and everywhere be moderate An¢
conditional upon the concurrence of confidential advisers.
[Part. Gov. Col, p. 18.] ‘

The question was, moreover, pointedly put in the
argument hefore the Privy Council, and there is an zwcuI}ll i
lation of opinion in favour of the only reasonable view t Mt‘
could be maintained, namely, that the action of the C&t]’)llle‘
in this case is political and not judicial. Referring agaln 15{0
the printed report of the proceedings, at p. 32, Mr. Bla 1e
says: It is quite obvious that when they [ministers] ellltf;fr
upon the sphere of action of entertaining an &pp-e&l-tle:q
functions mustbe political, of expediency and discretion,just &

last
-

much ag the functions which in the last resort upon their 1€

commendation are assigned to the Parliament of Canada, 1t("
self of course a political body.” This is substantially !'?Pef‘tLe

atp. 38. At p. 88 « the appeal is a political and non-,]udlc“i'_
tribunal.”  But lest Mr. Blake’s opinion should not be deel}

ed sufficient we have Lord Watson’s deliberate statement “'L‘
p- 193 : «TIt is a political, administrative appeal and not Le
judicial appeal in any proper sense of the term.” And P
added that “Parliament may legislate or not as they see (
Lord Macnaghten at p. 258: * We are a judicial body, 'M‘la
he [the Governor in Council] is not sitting as a judics

bOdy.” ! t'd
Tt it true that on the argument, when he was li;ﬁq
pressed by Counsel for Manitoba, the Premier a.ssel‘te('1 th;’r
readiness to accept full responsibility for whatever =
Government might do, and went so far as to flinga challeltlﬁy
in studiously refined and classical language to Mr. MC'CMvil
to “ go on the stump ” and debate the question. This “n%e
readily be recognized as purely political and not in any ”e_c‘a
judicial. But the remedial order still atfects the techm‘e »
language of a judgment in its phrase “adjudge and d_ed;?‘,i;
A more ridiculous and pretentious assumption of Ju

. sper-
functions, perhaps, never was seen before. A more d%’fery
ate attempt to evade reponsibility is not recorded. ¢ the
turn of the thumbscrew from the constraining end ©

. . . . the
Cabinet produced another distortion of the features (gonzﬂ
vietims, and another yell of compliance with a constitutl ste
creed formulated for the occasion. Tf a still more comP

Lo 10
and confounding refutation of the claim of the mmlﬁt'r.} as-
act as judges is needed, it will be found in the apOlOgtet;bback

e .

sertions that the Government merely * threw the mattel ani-
intoManitoba politics again,” “readdressed thepacket to > dby
toba,” and so on ; or in the claim that they were conﬁtr&l{{e "
the judgment of the Privy Council to allow the appeal, Snlegse
because an appeal could be lodged. ‘¢ Gentlemen, p W
argue this vexatious matter ; convince us of the course
ought to pursue; but remember we can only pursué for
course. Now, gentlemen, argue to us while we ”sleep’
the judicial mind of this court has only one outlet.

Epwakp Doucras ArMOUR

« T % ’
The Money Question.—I1L
— 4 suit-
GOMIN G to consider the vexed point as to the lnoztl;l;: an
able money standard we may observe, first of all, o5 i—
ideal standard will be possessed of the following quahtlr long
It will not fluctuate in value during either short 0 140
periods. This practically means that the averag® .
exertion required to obtain a unit quantity of it_ “’1“";
steady. Otherwise there would be uncertainty in €¥?
dealings owing to temporary fluctuations in the stal¥v _ple
uncertainty in making long contracts owing to const
changes in the course of years. . handle
It will not be bulky, or ditficult, or expensiveé to

e g
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I proportion to its value. As a medium of exchange, now-
a-days, the standard is used either for small payments in
Some countries, or, which is its chief use, in international
%ans and payments, and in banking and other settlements
Supplementary to its main function as a standard. These
‘irge Payments, .if not very numerous in proportion to the
ers, yet require large amounts of even -the least bulky
Standards. It must, therefore, be neither too plentiful nor
00 scarce,
ord It will be perfectly simple and'uniform in qua,li.by in
er that there may be no uncertainty as to the uniform
W‘;;‘Sh of the various parts of the mechanism of exchange
it Cs.resb_ upon the standurq by being ‘made redeemable in
toll; Swplicity is also essential in making the standard in-
lgl})le to the masses, and thereby, as far as possible,
iu;::ﬁi;lg against panics, on the'one hand, and blundering
¢ e'%‘ on on the pther, dl'le to ignorance of the nature of
Standard and its functions.

, Such are the leading qualities of a theoretically
gz’ti‘iﬁ standard substance ; blft in practice there iy
all th eg W‘hlch- has yet been discovered which will meet
whic} S¢ requirements. Our question ?hen comes to be,

¢h of the Imperfect standards is least imperfect ¢
last il(th.er gold or silver we find will m.lswer‘admirz‘tbly the
SWors t}llllllt‘ement; of sunphclt,y and uniformity, Gold an-
ess perfc t;!econd very well, mlvenj answers also, bx}t mu'ch
Answer telf f}i’ I‘?elther gold nor silver, howgver, w1]l-qu1t'e
N unce te' rst, inasmuch as the cost of their production is
times (I)'l«‘;lﬁ quantity. Hitherto, however, _wwhm. recent
cost o’fgr (d as answered more perfectly than s1l\{er, since its
steadic IP Eh uction, as measured by human exertion, is much
Measurpeq ban that of silver. Tx:ue, t_he cost of s1lv'e1', as
Ut this i g’ wheat or cotton or trom, 1s the' more uniform,
1 eClinea ;) ecause the cost of production of iron has greatly
redyced ,ix ec'aluse wheat has been over produced and hence
Argely . ! Value ; and cotton partly overproduced, but also

Cly redueed in cost of production.
dards nlf;grl“/?:-t‘est difference E)etween gold and silver as stan-
ily to th(xy se stated thus : Gold conforms much more stead-
shows 0}; l;}mt of human effort—the u_mt f)f I:.»borv-—an(? thus
"el‘tai;l et 119 f)ne hand, by the relative fall in the prices of
and jp, telliic 95, what advantage has come to ]'.1um_an labour
tion, Wh‘i]ebeme from the greater ease or fa(}]hby m'produc-
1‘1'ices, as o,f Onhthe {)ther hand, by the fall in certain other
duce it . wheat, it shows th_a.t.for those who cannot pro-
b ab greatly reduced cost it is folly to continue its pro-
and Wisdom to increase those products which have
m‘l en in value,‘ such as butter, cheese, poultry, eggs,

€at, etc. This exhibits the regulative function of

0 the uI:if:wfe? to mn the first article. Again, by cqnforming

‘-]Uct, gold O human labour mthgr than to Fhe unit of pro-

Not, only poiietgs wages and fixed incomes fairly umforx_n, and

Bress, byt Y S out the advantages gained hy economic pro-

Purchage mg] ies the_m to the workers by enabling them to
S0 ncreasing quantity of goods for their wages.

tiop, k;:g:’ on f"he other hand, dec!ining in its cost, of produc-
TN &Is;) 31011(? nearly on a par w1tl? the (?ther ar'txlees Wwhose
nge 'QUa,l'fc ning, and, bhqs while St}l.ll retaining its ex-
longep give ‘1 Vs loges la'rgely its regulative quality, and no
Pany eCOnoh any direct 1ndica§ion of the gains which accom-
Woulq q s}imc progress. Indirectly, however, the difference
Pemg; e(; own by a rise in price for all those articles which
With re &nstant, or nearly so, under the gold standard.
Hevel‘elygeft tO‘ . Wwages, however, the effects would be most
measured . Since wages and fixed incomes are always

)noney
) ’

the Mone Y I; certain amount of money and not by what
Maip 5 Vil buy, the nominal wage or income would re-

Muycp, oli\fe) the same while the real income would be very
8oogy maj md-- . Money would not purchase any more of the
Purel, ntillmng their silver value or price, whileit would

le, Wou](:;S of those increasing in silver price. This, in
StrlkeS, m © corrected somewhat, but only after many
of bibternuch Waste of wealth and energy, and much increase
deeq 58 between capital and labour. The farmers, in-

y W
buS_hel’ Ourlld ot find wheat declining so rapidly in cents per
P&Dldly as O;SS the world’s supply continued to increase as
al Prodygy late, and they would find their other agricul-
ov Col‘l‘espos’ 38 a rule, increasing in price, but they would
e"yfhing t N¢Ingly in having to pay so much more for

Upon

they }tley bought. There would be little pressure put
0 leave wheat growing to the less intelligent
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portions of the race and betake themselves to the production
of those agricultural products which require more skill and
bring better returns.

In case of transition from a gold to a silver standard
at present, all debtors would benefit to the extent of the differ-
ence between the two standards, and creditors would suffer
correspondingly.  But this is a good oran evil, as we are
debtors or creditors, not due to a special kind of standard,
but simply to the transition from one to the other, although
the good or evil would be continued according as the standard
afterwards decreased or increased in cost of production.

Either gold or silver, in countries where the conditions
of trade are already adapted to one or the other, is practi-
cally admissible as a standard though gold is considerably
more perfect. A transition, however, from one to the other,
especially if rapid, would cause great disturbance both in
social life and in business, though in the long run, and if
very carefully managed, there would be an advantage in
passing from a less to a more perfect standard, particularly if
it brought the country into closer touch with the more ad-
vanced nations. :

Theoretically a more perfect standard than either gold or
silver, from the point of view of uniform value in the course
of time, 1s obtained by taking certain quantities of a number
of selected articles and forming a multiple standard, which
may be further improved by an internal sliding scale to meet
large or permanent variations in cost of production. An in-
convertible paper money properly managed is of much the
same nature and theoretic value. Both depend on ideal know-
ledge and ideal management. But both, and especially the
first, are so hopelessly incapable of meeting the requirements
of an international and banker’s medium, and of simplicity
of management that in democratic countries they are mainly
of academic interest only, except when a great war or some
other misfortune compels a temporary and partial rvesort to
inconvertible paper money.

Now bimetallism is the simplest possible form of the
multiple standard, being the combination of gold and silver
with the added advantage of having two substances, either
of which may act as a money standard. If, apart from
changes in value, these two metals were equally good as stan-
davds, then the tying of them together at the market ratio at
a certain time would enable them to equalize any slight
variations in value by making greater demand for the cheap-
er metal and thus raising its value somewhat and by making
less demand for the dearermetal and thus lowering its value
somewhat. But where bimetallism is general, the variations
must be very slight or very temporary. The extra demand
for the cheaper metal, in raising its price,immediately stimu-
lates its production, and increased production cheapens the
cost of production because it makes it worth while to produce
on a large scale with all kinds of labour saving inventions
and devices. So the very action which levels up a small
difference in value soon makes it a very considerable differ-
ence. Of this the fate of the French Copper Syndicate is one
of many examples. On the other hand, the dearer metal
being reduced in value by the narrowing use of it, its pro-
duction ceases to be profitable, the supply falls off and there
is no longer any hope of restoring it to iks former level with
the other. Thus monometallism is the result, and we are
back to the old condition. This would be no permanent
evil if both metals were equally good as standards, but they
are not ; and as gold is the better standard it would not fol-
low silver in its decline by allowing silver to do its work.
Almost at the beginning of the change gold would go to a
premium, as in the experience of the Latin Union, and the
premium would increase as the gap widened, and thus gold,
and not silver, would be the monometallic standard.

To attempt to maintain permanently the price or value of
silver above the cost of production plus average profit,is simply
to make silver mining the most profitable line of investment,
and to draw to it enough of the world’s free capital to raise
the profits on other products to the same level ; which is the
same as saying that to pump out a hole in Lake Ontario two
feet deep requires the lowering of the level of the whole lake
two feet and keeping it down to that level.

The attempt is made to connect the passing busin'ess
depression with an alleged scarcity of gold. But if scarcity
of gold were the chief cause the following conditions would
be found :—

1. Gold, and hence money, rising in value, the prices
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of all kinds of goods would fall in almost the same ratio. We
find, however, that most of those articles whose conditions
of production have 1emained pretty constant, have decreased
little or nothing in price, while the articles whose prices
have chietly fallen, have either declined in cost of produe-
tion or have been produced beyond the need for them.

9. Gold being too scarce for the work required of it,
would be in constant and great demand, and rates of dis-
count would be high, as also the rates allowed on deposits.
As a matter of fact the very reverse is the case. Gold has
accumulated in unprecedented quantities in the Bank of
England—the world’s money barometer-—the bank rate has
never heen so low over such a long period, while the other
Jeading English banks, to keep themselves from being flooded
with money, have had to break their minimum rule and
lower the rate on deposits to } per cent.

Not scarcity of gold as a standard, nor scarcity of money
based on it, is the cause of the depression, but the ignorant
blundering of democratic legislatures in their dealings with
money and tariffs, imprudent speculations on the part of
investors leading to excessive caution after being nipped,
over production in certain common lines, and changes in the
the world’s economic conditions to which the average run of
business men have not yet adjusted themselves.

A. SHORTT.

Pew and Pulpit in Toronto.—XV.*

AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH.

DO not wonder that a goodly number of English people

attend Holy Trinity Church. For there is no church
that T know of in Toronto that so forcibly brings to mind
the Old Country. It is like going back to England for a
while to turn into that quiet, quaint square that lies off
Yonge Street. You leave the roaring thoroughfare behind
you and come into_an atmosphere of peace, and something

like antiquity, for Holy Trinity was built fifty years ago, and*

that is old for a Toronto church. You might easily fancy
yourself in one of those odd little out-of-the-way squares in
Tondon. The church stands up big, perpendicular-gothic
and slightly touched here and there by the hand of time.
Around it are green, grassy spaces, and chestnuts that are
now in full glory of leafage, though their trunks and branches
are somewhat blackened with city smoke. The houses in
the square seem to be lived in by quiet people—I have been
in it two or three times and have not seen a soul, yet you
are within a couple of stones’ throw of one of the busiest
corners in the city. It only wants rooks caw-cawing in the
trees to make it perfect ; rooks that would build, some of
them, in the two western towers and fly slowly and gravely
out now and then and hold sage conclave in the old chest-
nuts. Very near this church lives the venerable Rev. Dr.
Scadding. He ministered in it for many years and now is
one of its most regular attendants. The history of the place
is very interesting.

The church was begun in 1846 and finished and conse-
crated in 1847, as the result of a munificent gift to the then
Bishop of Toronto, Rt. Rev. Dr. John Strachan, by an anony-
mous donor in England, who, through the Bishop of Ripon
gent the sum of £5,000 sterling to be devoted to the building
of a church in Toronto to be called the Church of the Holy
Trinity, the seats of which were to be free and unappropri-
ated forever. Previous to the consecration several additional
gifts arrived from the unknown donor: ¢ Fine silver sacra-
mental plate for use in the church, and smaller set for use in
private houses with the sick ; a full supply of fine linen, and
a rich covering of Genoa velvet for the altar, likewise sur-
plices for the clergy.” Rev. Canon Henry Scadding, D.D.,
was the first incumbent of the new church ; he officiated

# The articles which have already appeared in this series are :—
T. Sherbourne Street Methodist Church, Feb 22nd. II. The Jews’
Synagogue, March Ist. III. A proposed visit that was stopped by
fire, March 8th. IV. The Roman Catholic Cathedral, March 15th.
V St. James’s Cathedral, March 22nd. VL The Bond Street Con-
gregational Church, March 29th. VIL. Jarvis Street Baptist Church,
April 5th. VIIL. St James’ Square Presbyterian Church, April
12th. IX. At the Church of S. Simon the Apostle, April 19th. X.
Rev. W. F. Wilson at Trinity Methodist Church, April 26th. XL
Rev. Wm. Patterson at Cooke’s Church, May 3rd. XII. St. Peter’s
Church, Carleton Street, May 10th. XIV. At The Frxendsf Meeting
House, May 17th. XV. At the Unitarian Church, Jarvis Street,
May 24th. ‘
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from 1847 to 1875, the Bishop having associated with him
in this duty his friend Rev. Walter Stennet. So well did
Bishop Strachan husband the $25,000 placed in his hands
by the anonymous English donor that he not only built the
church by its means but established some revenue for the
maintenance of Divine worship within it in all future time.
The plan of the church comprises nave, chancel and two
transepts. A student of architecture may fancy, perhaps,
that he recognizes in the general style of the place the touch
of Pugin, who, about the time that this church was built,
was exercising a powerful influence on the designers of
churches. It was the time of the gothic revival, and great
were the things that revival did for us. There ave doors av
each transept, but I prefer to go to the west door, as, enter-
ing by that, one gets the full view of the interior, which,
though not overpoweringly grand, is dignified and noble.
In some respects its characteristics are severely plain, and
think that suits the ideas of the Englishman when he goes
to church. There are no cushions on the wooden benches,
and no carpets on the ftloor, but all the seats are free, anc¢
rich and poor may mingle together before His presence n
whose eyes they are all equal. The nave of the church is &
great length, and the roof is high and spacious. There are
tall windows, the bases of which are above your head, an
there is no glare of light. Coming from the hot pavemef}bs
of Yonge Street the church feels cool and peaceful ; quiet
too; a place where one can be at rest. There is a wideé
long central aisle covered with cocoa nut matting—aisles
also at the sides of the nave. The strong, solid, skeleton
benches are oak-grained and divided into sittings by strip¥
of wood, so that a liberal space is allotted to each person
without any crowding. Most of the other woodwork 15 ©
darker colour, particularly the furnishings of the chanc_el’
which is separated from the church at the angles by a partia
sereen of carved woodwork. .
The great east window 1is filled with beautiful stail
glass, having eight figures of apostles or evangelists or pro-
phets. Beneath this is a somewhat large, gabled reredos
finished with an apex in the centre, above which is & cros$
and on the communion table, which is altar-like in forny,
there is also a handsome brass cross. The large, squarish
old organ is placed at the north-west angle of the chances
its case looks dark with age, its many gilded pipes remil!
one of the organs of George ITL’s time. The effect of the
whole is very church-like, and to some people it would D¢
more like worship to go and sit there for an hour, ilmetly’
than to join in the “lively ” services that prevail in gome
conventicles with much flourish of musie, movement, i“l.‘
restless energy of appeal. For one thing, Trinity Church 1%
large and spacious enough for one to sit in it solerably
unohserved. There are no galleries. The point of attractiol
is the chancel, and you cannot see so much of your fellow
worshippers as you do in the theatre style of church Whlc:
so much prevails in Toronto, and the object of which see™”
to be to bring everybody in the auditorium opposite to evel')'
one else, especially the minister. 1 am more and more coﬂ_
vinced that churches with seats placed more or less 10 co.ril
centric circles ave a mistake. I do not think the fashion wi
continue. The notion that a church isan auditox‘iUlYlf"llo o
or less a lecture-room—a, theatre for performances, W1 as?
away. . e
The choir consists of about twenty boys and the sa!
number of men. They come in from the vestry south 0 ar
chancel, singing a processional very vigorously. In the ¢/
are t ree clergymen. Two of them, Rev. Dr. Pearson 4°
Rev. F. Dumoulin are the rector and assistant. ReV: 0
Pearson is the beau ideal of one of the distinct Vat‘ietlesl a4
the Anglican parson. Tall and imposing in figure, he ln‘j
much dignity of appearance. He has large features; 25
white hair and whiskers of the clerical cut. His Vo-lcei 3
strong and sonorous, with a fine ecclesiastical ec'hO i es
Deep sincerity and conviction speak in those resounding 02"
and, though altogether a different man, he reminds us A
what of Sir William Vernon Harcourt. Propriety © dem‘;ve,
our