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COMMENT AND CRITICISM.

In our corvespondence columins will be found a letter on military
schiools that is worthy of the most scrious consicleration, as it suggests a
means of instructing a greater number of ofiicers than is possible under
the present system. We do not go so far as to endorse the scheme, but
at least it is one way out of the difficulty that now undeniably exists.
The letter brings up the guestion whether the infantry schools are doing
all the work of which they ave capable. The attendance at them secms
to be limited to the accommodation of the barracks, but surely this
should be no olistacle.  Look at the old military schools under the
Imperial regiments; it will not be denied that the great majority of
men turnel out by themn were thoroughly instructed, and that a mili-
tary school certificate meant that its holder possessed knowledge that
any commmanding officer was glad to secure, and yet these men did not
live in barracks. The staffs of the military schools were no larger than
those of the schools of infantry, but they were able to take in clusses
of twenty every fortuight and turn out a corresponding number, say

between four and five hundred, in the course of a ycar.

Now, why should not the schools of infantry do as mmch? We
are sufficiently democratic to venture tl:e assertion that a knowledge of
mess room conventionalities is not indispensable to the subaltern of a
raral battalion, and it is hard to understand how the knowledge ac-
quired of the interior oconomy of a barracks would be of use to any
Canadian troops on any uctive service—for instance how did it come in

wheu we marched against the Fenians, or against the Hulfhreeds?-
Why then should not the eapacity of the schools be angmented during
the summer months by quartering the candidates in camps convenient
to the barracks, where they would learn interior economy likely to be -
very much more serviceable than that acquired under wooden voofs?
We would suggest, as another crude idea, to be cogitated with that -
propounded by ¢ Fifty-fourth,” that militiamen desirous of attending:
the schools should be allowed to board in their neighborhood, or that
they should be formed into camps under canvas during the summer,.
and that sufficient allowance should bLe made them to induce as many

to attend as the instiuctional staff of the schoals could by any possi-
vility handle,

There is no cluss of the community that is so well fitted out for a
roving life as onr swveyors, and for active service the nearer our
militiamen are made to resemble the surveyors the more comfort they
will have. This is the ultimatam at which *“Noodle” has been driving
in all his letters; the deviees uséd by surveyors to save weight and -
trouble he praises, what the surveyors have discarded he condemus.
Can -
you imagine a surveyor hampering himself up with a lot of straps so as :
to keep his kit on his back?  On the contrary, he shoves everything
into a stout canvas bag, and that bag is carried by a canoe, by a horse,

Take for instance his tirade against valises in this week’s issue.

Ly au Tudian, and only on a pinch by himself, and in a small space it
contains a wonderful assortment of conveniences. His clothing, too, is.
suggestive of convenienee, from the Lroad tyimmed hat for summer-
wear and the heavy tweed shirt, with its breast pockets, down to the-
shoes, conveniently arranged with holes to let the sleugh water run.
out. Where generations of men lave had experience in camping out,,
untrammelled Ly precedent or routine, We may be sure they have “got
the thing down pretty fine,” and the wove nearly like them our troops
are cquipped the more comfortable they will be and the more they

will be able to nccomplish on actual sevvice.

The rifle shooting season is opening, and the ammunition problem-
is still unsolved.  All winter we have been assured that there would
be no cause of complaint with this year's cartridges, but we have yet to
learn that a satisfuctory supply is forthcoming.  What the rifle associa-
tions, and they represent the shooting portion of the militia, want, is
ammunition, at least as reliable in its action as the last supplies im-
ported, and ammunition that will remain constant in quality throughout
the whole season; which can only be secured by having sufficient good pow-
der of exactly the same brand to fill the whole supply required, roughly
some 600,000 rounds. If tlis year's Snider cartridges ave as erratic as
those manufactured last year we can promise the Minister of Militia
and the officials of his department, the superintendent of the cartridge
factory, and the members of the commission, a lively time of it, for now
there is no English stock to full buck upon, and when *‘the hiys” have
made up their minds that they want a thing they have o faculty for
making themselves heard.
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Apropos of this, cannot something be done to cheapen ammuni-
tion? With eartridges at 816 per thousand it can never be hoped that
young men will generally take to rifle practice, whereas if they could
get a lot of shooting for a quarter they wonkl feel that it was no drag
on them. We believe it would Le money well invested for the‘depart-
ment to issue amnmnition at &5 per thousand, for the loss would not
aggregate much, and the increased consumption would naturally dim-
inish the cost of production. It might be possible to arrange that all
empty shells should be returned to the cartridge factory to be refilled,
for the shots wonld esteem it no hardship to deposit their shells in one
of the wooden cuses instead of tossing them away, if theyv gained by
doing so the privilege of much cheaper ammunition.

Lient.-Col. Tyrwhitt, commanding the 36th Batt., and Capt.
Prevost, G5th, have been appointed respectively commandant and adju-
tant of this year's Wimbledon team, and their selection will imeet with
the approval of the whele Canadian shooting world.  The commandant
is a thoroughly representative wan, well known, popular, a capital
officer, and with connections in England that will ensure the prestige
of any team commanded by him. Capt. Prevost has been a member
of the Executive Council of the D.R.A. for some years, is conversant
with the details of rifle shooting, and has the experience of last
year’s campaign at his back in addition to veprescnting a large and im-
portant section of our force. The team are to be congratulated on both
these nominations of the President of the Lxecutive Council, and wo
are sure their intevests are guite safe, and that they will ezjoy the most
cordial relations with both their officors.

The Fredericton Capital after describing at length the |||ili{‘||‘3'
tuneral of the late Lieut. Rassell, which was of the wmost L posing
character, even attaining the importance of a populur demuustration,
remarks that “even a mournful evens like this has its compensa’ions,
and these are to be found in the worthy example of Lim whose body
was laid to rest, surrounded by all that was brave and Lest amonyg s,
The general homage paid to the mewmory of a brave and manly citizen,
and the evidence of popula military spivit among us, as shown by the
Jarge nnmber of ouwr militia who left their (n‘dinzn.ry avocations to honor
their comrade, ave in themselves sources of gratification to all true
lovers of their country.”

A couple of avticles appear in this issue which were in type but
‘were inadvertently omitled a wecek or more ago. In consequence of
their general interest we now produce them althongh they may merit
the reproach of heing ¢ pipers’ news.”

IN THNE IIOUSE.
- On the 12th inst. Mv. Speaker announced'to the [Louse that he hal
geceived a communication from Major-Gen. Middleton in acknowledy-
‘ment of the rasolutions adopted Ly the House on the 17th July last,
expressing his and lis colleagues’ appreciation and thanks for the
great honor done them by the said resolutions.

The same day Mr. Watson’s motion for papers and eorvespondence
aclating to the proposal of the government to despatch a milttary ex-
pedition to the Novcta-west Territories came on for discussion, the
mover stating that he thought a great mistake was wmade in proposing
such an expedition, but since the government had decided not to send
out the flying column and had informed the Indians through Lieut.-
Gov. Dewdney that it would be sent, he requesting them to veceive the
column quietly and to give no grounds for any disturbance, he thought
the effect of the column not going would b to disturb the Indians, as
the; would conclude that the government were afraid to carry out
their programme.

Siv Adelphe Cavon defended the government's action in not bring-
ing down the papers, saying that a great deal of the information in the

possession of the government und upon which their decision to send
the flying column was based, was of a strictly confidential chavacter, and
lie did not consider that now, when the country is awars that it is no
longer necessary to take any further measuves for the protection of the
North-west, it would be advisable to produce papets, which in many in-
sdividual cases might have a had effect. Persons living in the Novth-
west thought they were fulfilling their duty to the government in put-
ting them in possession of facts which would be of use in assisting
them to arvive ab couclusions as to what measuves of protection were
necessary, and it wonld be inadvisable to give up the namea of such
persons and their communications. e thought the country was to be
congratulated that it had not become necessary to send out the column,
still it was the duty of the Militia Deputment to be prepared for
emergencies and, had it been required, the column could have been sent
out at verv short notice, as it could still be sent.

Mr. Watson thought that the House should iusist on the produc-
tion of the pipers asked for as it had been said thit residents in the
Novth-west were the cause of inciting Iuldians and Half-breeds to
rebellion. e thought the names of such persons ought to be made
known, as it was unfair that a number of persons living in the North-
west should remain under a stigma of disloyalty, and that if persons
made statements of such an important character they ought to be
known and properly dealt with. He thought it probable that no per-
sons were more rebeliions than these very persons who gave such infor-
mation to the government, ana fov this reason he considered the papers
should be produced, because the chances were that if the names ot such
parties were laid before the Mouse, it wonld be found that they wer:
the very men who expected to make some more plunder out of the
government by trausporting the troops and furnishing them with
supplies.  He maintained that porscns living in the North-west knew
that Indians had very little vegard for, or fear of, a flying column, or any
body of men travelling through the country for u little bit of show
and that it those who give information to the government on this
matter were sincere they would have asked for the estublishment of a
pevianent force, or for an increase in the Mounted Police. He again
strongly urged for the production of the papers.

Sir H. Langevin agreed with Siv Adolphe Cavon as to the inpro-
pricty of producing such papers. He pointed out that it would be
improper to proluce the names of oilicials or others employed by the
bovernment to obtain information from various quarters. Such com-
wanieations were privileged and must be considered confidential. Such
had always Leen the practice.  Ho thought it was clear that the deci-
sian of the government had heen arrived at after carefully weighing
and considerinzr all the information in theiv possession.  The country
had been saved a kuge expeuse by such action and the House and the
country would see that the government werve guite vight in what they
did. It was no doubt a wmatter of curtosity to have the names of cer-
tain parties produced who might thereby be compromised, but on the
whole, prudence suggested the course of not complying with the motion
of the hon. gentleman  After a little move sparving the motion was
declared lost.

Mr. Ross askad if the governmont intended to recogunize the ser-
vices of tewmsters and other non-combatants in the recent rebellion in a
suitable manner, and was answered by Sie Adolphe, who puinted ont
that the teamsters had been paid for theiv services and were not
curolled in the militia.

Mr. Ross then asked if it was the intention of the government to
issue scrip to the Prince Albert volunteers, the Minister replying that
this corps was organized under the N. W, M. Police and under their
coutrol, and as such was not entitled to the bwd grant, but the advisa-
bility of giving them the grant was now being considered. In reply
to another question from the same quarter, the Minister veplied that the
claims for pensions of volunteers wounded in the Duck lake fight
waere also under consideration.

Ou the L4th Mr. Edgar, in asking for a return showing the names
of those receiving Imperial decorations in conneciion with the Fenian
raid, Red river expedition, and Saskatchdwan expedition vespectively,
said, after premising that he personally did not place much value on
such avistocratic badges:

“We are all agreed that the Canadinn volunteers did well in 1885; we know
they did their duty in the first place, and that in doing it they suffered very great
hardships. We know that they not only submitted to hardships, but they actually
fought in the field and were victorious too, and, for Canada, there was acomparatively
large number of men engaged. The Fenian raids and the Red river expedition were
trifling alfairs as comparcﬁ to the troubles in the North-west, yet the honors, as far
as | have been able to ascertain them from an official source, were showered upon the
officers engaged in the Fenian raid of 1870 and the Red river expedition. 1 dare
say, when this return is granted and brought down, we may find that I have omitted
a number, but, so far as | know, in the Fenian raid of 1870, General Liudsay receiv-

ed a K.C.M.G.; Col. Chamberlain received a C.M.G.; Col. Fletcher, a C.M.G.; Col.
McEachren, a C.M.G.; Col. Osborne Smith, a C.M.G. Then we come to the blood-
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less Red river expedition under General Wolscley, we find that that distinguished
warrior was made K.C.M.G.; on that occasion Col. Boulton was made K.C.M.G.,
Col. Boswell K.C.M.G., also Col. Feilding, Col. Jarvis, Col. McLeod, Col. McNeil
and Comptroller Irvine. Now, so far as the world knows, only two titles have been
conferred upon the officers connected with the quelling of the rebellion of 188§, one
o knighthood on the distinguished leader of the forces in the field, and the other,
also a knighthood on the distinguished leader of the force in the western block.
1t is true all the brave commanders of regimnents and of brigades and of separate
corps received no recognition, but perhaps that omission was wade by the honors
secured in the western block.”

He considered the public had a right to kuow what had been done
and that the governu:ent owed a little explanation to the country. As
to medals, he thought thut the giving them was a mistake; that the
volunteers never asked for them, und he did not think many would
wear them, and he doubted if sume would accept them at all.

Sir Adolphe Caron, in promising the return, took occasion to chide
Mr. Edgar on his vepublican sympathies und referred irouically to his
desire to control the action of the Imperial govermuent.

Mr. Ganlt said a few words showing the importance ot the service
rendered during the Feunian vaids, which Mr, Edgar showed an inclin-
ation to belittle, nud Sir Richard Cwrtwright closed the debate by
repadiating Me. Edgar’s republican sentiments, and pointing out to the
government that 1 the bestowal of honors the customs of the service
deserved to be regarded.

¢ Had this thing,” he continued, “happened in the regular sexrvice, there can
be no doubt whatever that one conclusion could have been drawn, and that is, that
the officer in command was not the only one who deserved well of Her Majesty's
governmnent. Now, 1 am quite sure that the Ministers, that this House and the
country, will agree with me in saying that the officers and men who served on that
occasion deserve all the recognition that their country conld give them, and, by im.
plication, that they deserve, I think, the usual recognition at the hands of Her
Majesty's goverument in that matter, of course, are, as the hon. member remarked,
the fountain of honor, but being at a distance of three or four thousand miles they
must have derived their information from Her Majesty's advisers on this side of the
occan. I think, sir, that when the government comes to 1efleet they will see that,
bearing in mind the custom of the English serviee, this omission to recognize any of
the gallant men except the officer in command, has been, to say the least of it, un-
fortunate, and that it would be well that it should be remedied. It isa pity,
I think, that it has not been remedied earlier. Now, I am quite aware that the
distribution of honors of the kind is more or less inviduous, is more or less trouble-
some, and it may well be said that it would give rise to a certain amount of heart-
burning that unfortunately might exist on such an occasion. But I submit that it
is part of the necessary duties of a government to make a selection on their responsi-
bility, in taking all the pains they can to inform and advise themselves as to whom
are the parties best entitled to the recognition. The House should recollect that
we were in a very serious dilemma about & year ago, and it was mainly due to the
gallantry of the ofticers and men who formed that Noith-west expedition, that what
might have been an exceedingly dangerous revolt, was prowmptly suppressed before it
was possible for it to spreed to the Indian tribes, and 1 doubt, with all due respect
to my gallant friends who took a share in suppressing the Fenian raid in 1869-70,
or in the first expedition to Red river, if any men rendered better service to their
country—and in rendering service to their country they rendercd service to the
British Empire be it remembered—than did the ofticers and men that took a share
in the expedition of 1885; aud, therefore, although it is not for me, although it is
not for us to dictate to Ier Gracious Majesty what she should be pleased to do in the
matter of honors, 1 think it might be as well that in sowe indirect method or
fashion that expression of opinion, which I venture to say is shared by a great many
gentleinen on both sides of the House, should be brought through the proper
channel to the notice of Her Most Gracious Majesty, who may, when it is brought
before her, be thoroughly depended upon to do what is right and proper in this
matter.”

NYOTIONS OF 4 NOODILE.

NI

My Diar Misty —T have got through another page or two of
the General’s report, encountering many useful suggestions that we may
safely say will never be adopted.  On page xxiewe come to equipment,
and the valise is suggested as a change from the knapsack. If the
necessity for a peddier’s ontfit is still consideved the thing, why the
change certainly is for the better, though it is a toss up which of the
two renders a inan the more miserable; and when we consider that on
service they always go in the wagons, while at yearly camps the men
have nothing to put in them, one feels the questionable propriety of
wasting a good argument. Many imbeciles, however, will find amuse-
ment in observing our volunteers parading at camp in valises loaded
with hay, which are chucked into » cart on the war path. There is no
regulation which nrvanges for the trunsporting ot hay on the shoulders
or small of the back, hut as the only articles issued for cawmp work
(onr schools for war) are a tunic and pair of trousers, it hus become o
babit with the Canadiun troops to sacritice the tempiing prospect of a
stuffed valise to the necessary comfort of « protected person.  Decency
therefore dictates the use of hay, and as the admiring public ave not in
the s cret, little or no harm follows this curious custom. Now 1if the
brave fellows had squad bags in their tents, they would have a useful
receptacle for any extras they possessed, and would wmarch naturally

end freely bifore the eyes of their sweethearts, which graceful move-
ment would become wondetfully enhanced by the buoyunt reflection,

“there is no deception about this party.” Tt is little thiwgs like this
haymaking subject that often cause “noodles” to reflect o1 whe want

of self-reliance we possess in not selecting our own implements to do
our own work with. We should no more hang on our back an

nnwieldy valise, because it is said to be the covrect thing in the Im.

perial army, than we should have attempted to pull the guns from St

John to Quebec, during the T'rent affair, on the blundering sleighs:
constructed in Woolwich for that purpose, and sent out to Canada to be
piled up as frightful examples of the imperial in capacity for judging the
requirements of the occasion. Like a flock of scared sheep we dive

blindly after the first prospecting old ram that says *‘this is the way,”

and goes plump through the first convenient skylight. Now if the

foolish mutton would only puause, and for just one moment consider for

themselves, they would see the folly of diving through a skylight simply

because the old ram lays down that that is his way, and the vight one,

of going to the slaughter house. Time hangs heavily on the haunds of
the regular, he can afford to keep up some useless wumwmery, amongst
other things the valise; the care anl work necessary to keep that
article in ship shape order but fills up the time always at his disposal.

Unfortunately it is this fiddling with straps and buckles that is con-
tinually flanted before our eyes as the sum total of soldiering, much in

the same way that Lord Wolseley maintains that our idea of battle is:
formed and carried out by the careful study of the plans depicted on the
aged prints of past engagements between the Greeks and Romans.,  The-
real work of a soldier seldom, if ever, meets our view, so we see only

the gilded side of the profession; and at our yearly truinivgs, instead of
perfecting ourselves in the most important and beneficial duties we,
like the sheep, go through the skylight and feel satisfied.  Her Majesty’s
West Kent (Novth Ontario) regiment, does not spend its time foolishly
shooting at a snake fence, and why should we; therefore we put in
the period of exercise industrionsly fitting our straps and stays, and
practising the goose step that each of ng picked up fairly well on
the memorable day wheu our mother conducted us on onr first trail
across the nursery floor.  After the first half of the time has been filled
up gravely doing just what the above vegiment docs, our strapping
countryman, who fancied he knew how to walk, and that he had fairly
learned his extension motions, axo in hand, is finally perfected, by
wheeling and marching past, and other antics that never can be of
service when actual fighting beging. It is true that a day ov so is
taken up at rifle practising, but as it is an unimportant matter, and -
only a few rounds are supplied, the sooner they are blazed away the
better, aud they are blazed, not at any distance necessary to a novice,
but at Queen’s ranges, 200, 500 and 600. These long ranges bring me
to a stop. I did not intend to wander from equipment just yet, so will
go back to it. ‘The forage cap suggested is a good one, and is required
in the “ worst way,” which is the most forcible manner of expressing
the need of change. The new pattern can be sat on with impunity,
and so can the old, bnt in the latter case there is no nse getting off it
after the final crush; it resembles the civilian tile in this respect, and
is about as useful as that would be on service. We now come to a
splendid idea, the light patrol jacket hiuted at, similar to those sent
out by the ladies of Quebec and Ontavio. I can safely say that no
Jadics in the world except those of Canada could have hit on so
thoroughly useful an article as their homely looking sevges, and many
a man who deposited his tight uncomfortable tunic in the accommodat-
ing slough as he slipped into the ladies’ serge, blessed the lovely
creatures who sclected the very best article for any work on the prairie.
“Oh! if we had only had them at first.”

Again the General strikes oil when he observes, speaking of the
cavaley:  “I cannot but regret that the expensive Hussar unitorm was
selected for this arm.”  As a proof of the foolishness of the pet reason
of the advocates for the present gach, they maintaining that its attrac-
tive hues would draw a'superior and move desirable clasy of men to
the cavalry, there is no vast difference, socially or otherwise, either in
officers or men, between the “plungers” and the * mud crushers.” It
is simply “follow the leader” again, and as the General says, the cavalry
man presents a tawdry appearanco. It’s rough on the troopers, but
true.  This is especially noticeable in some old jacket purchased at
terrible cost by some Crasus years ago, and handed down as each enter-
ing and enthusiastic subaltern purchased the garment from his predeces-
sor, retiring when cooled down by time, and beggared by extravagance.
Again we notice some home-made imitation as a substitute for some
portion of the dress, to be obtained only at great cost from a Loundon
tailor. And the absurdity of a Canadian officer back in the country
having to send to Bond street when anything goes wrong with his
clothes is too apparent for me to continue my letter at present. Yours,
Misty dear, NoobLE.
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CONMON SENSE ON PARADE, OR DRILL WITHOUT STAYS.

BY LIEUT.-COLONEL THE RIGHT IION. J. H. A, MACDONALD, M.P.

( Commandant the Queer's Edinburgh I, V. Brigade.)
(Continued from page 3i2.)

Remembering that ¢ Drill is a means to discipline, but that drill

is not discipline” (//ome), would not the framer of a system recoguize
that an instructor could, in teaching useful things, discipline mind
and body quite as well as it he tanght complicated manceuvres, which nre
very pretty to lock at, but are utterly impracticable in the field.” (Vis-
count Wolseley 7;  He would say to himself—should not the stylc. of
the field impress its stamp upon the style of the drill ground, both being
made to have a direct relation to the conditions which pre.cribe the law
of the combat?  Kach would then, while producing steadiness and de-
veloping the spirit of discipline, create and cultivate an intelligent and
‘vigorous condition in the soldier, tending to overcome the danger of loss
-of eonncctedness and disorder—with which we are brought face to fuce
Ly the necessity of moving in an individual order over long distances —
while at the sume time developing the unquestionable advantages of that
individual order for meeting such necessity. And if the style of the
modern field work were considered, would not the practical mind
vaturally set forth on the work of devising an efficient drill system, by
taking as an ideal to which everything should conform, the trained
elasticity of the living organism ? would it ever turn naturally to the
rigid accuracy of the mechanicul appuwratus?  Aund if this reasoning Le
sonnd, is it any answer to it to suy that troops trained carefully in a
purely mechanical system of man@uvres, carried out in a style t.,ha.t
abnegates individual action, acquire thereby an apticude aund a disci-
pline which has a great value in the field?  Most certainly not; for it is
by no means intended to depart from training in exactitude. Nothing
is further from the intention, than the adoption of a loose mode. On
sthe contrary, it is desived to have as much exact duill training as ever;
~¢nly the condition is proposed to be appended that it shall be applied
in a form cognate to, and not alien from, the requirements of actual
warfare at the present day.  If troops trained in exactitude in a mode
of movement which is of no use in the modern combut, are thereby
aided to efficiency for actual warfare, multo mayis must troops e more
-aided to that desireatle end by receiving their training in exactitude
dun the mode of movement which is used, and alore can be used in
actual fighting under modern conditions.  The question is not whether
you are to teach men “ gnod steady drill first,” to use Lord Chelmsford’s
worls, the question is whether the foris for that  good steady drill ”
which is indispensable, should be consistent, with modern warfare, or in-
consistent with modern warfare.

In the old days of line tighting men got their “ gnod steady dvill”
in the style in which they had to tight. In our day they do not get
their steady drill in the style in which they have to fight. Is this

-right 1 i8 it reasonable? is it wise? ‘That is the real question. [t is
not a question of training (to use again the same General’s words), “in
a loose manner, or teaching preliminary drill-loosely,” but whether your
steady truining should be done in obsolete forms and by modes of re-
taining steadiness which cannot be applied in actual work. Possibly
Frederick the Great might have disciplined and steadied his troops very
well by giving them a long course of evolutions of the (iveek phalanx,

. it being a sensible man he preferved to carey out his exact training
.in-cousistency with his practical formations. The Prussians of tc-day
pay him a great compliment in still nsing his now antiquated three rank
close-touch formations for their exinct training, which are ay obsolete for
1886 as the Greek formations were for the beginning of the century.
But they havdly imitate the practical side of his character. They hold
fast by the form, out of which the spirit has finally and for ever
departed, so that it has Lecome form and nothing else. It is to be
hoped that in this we shall not continue to copy them. ¢ Blindly to
follow others is to remain always behind them.”—/lome.

If we follow them we shall arrive at the monstrous complicated
-ubsurdities which they practice. They may be giauts in cournge and
power, Lut they seem often to have the giunt's unwicldness in their
.modes, and suffer accordingly.  Vide the diagrams in Von Tellenbach’s
~excellent ¢ Preuschische Battaillon’s Exerziven.”  Vide also the follow-
ing remarks on some of their truly vidienlons complica'tions: “ 'l‘his
pavade order in three ranks, which is never used on service, Sll-l(l this
duplicate numbering of sections of companies, would be protably re-
garded as both clunsy and confusing if practised by any other nation
than the Germans.”-—(/utelligence Branch, Q. M.G's Department.)

This is of itself enough to justify one who * feels compelled to lift
up his voice against the tendency to accept Prussiun teaching without
due investigaton.”—( General Macdougall). e

They are asatswdly pedantic in these and similar matters, such as

their string-pulled parade march, as their French foes were unwisely
revolutionary in their locseness both in deill and discipline. The
course of the latter was decidedly fouiish and suicidal, but that of the
former is, though less foolish, not by any meaus the perfection of
wisdom.

Thiz will become all the cleaver, when it is ascertained by an
analysis what were the real considerations which preseribed the style
of formation and evolution for foot soldiers in Irederick’s era, and in-
deed in all otd wars of civilised nations fiom the earliest times. Such an
analysis will reveal at once that in the case of infantry the most
dominant factor was u negative one.  Self defence from vapid destrue-
tion hy the horse was the necessity which dictated conditions to the
infantry with regard both to formation and movement. All develop-
ment of power for attack by infantry hud to he tested as to feasibility,
Ly the risks to which it exposed the attacking force from cavalry
onslanught. “The peculiavity of our drill being of a very mechanical
nature . ., . comes down from the time when all our drill forma-
tions for the infantry were made under the terror of cavalry charges.”
—(Viscornt Wolseley.) ‘Thus the powers of the cavalry practically pre-
scribed the limits within which infantry evolution was narvowed; for
cavalry had the most power of inflicting disastrous damage. The
necessity of being able to form in large bodies to vesist cavaley at any
moment dominated the whole system of infantry movement. So deeply-
rooted was this consciousness in the military mind that within the pre-
sent century our own drill system contained ut one and the same time
no less than twenty-nine separate methods of furming square from
different formations, fourteen from lines and fifteen from columns,
What shells with penetrative power were to the old wooden wails of
the nuvy, cavalry squadrons were to the infantry of our great wars.
The cry from the ships,  for God’s suke keep out the shells,” had its
corresponding cry from the line, “save us from being caught by the
horse.” “In old times the great danger to infantry was a cavalry
charge.”—(Colonel Llundell.)

This limitation of movements of infantry to such as admit of
vapidly forming large squares is now obsoleto. T'roops in a thin order
an repel and even destroy any cavalry, and the furmation of squares of
large size in civilized warfare is not only useless but dangerons. ¢ We
know now we have very little to dread from great charges of cavalry,
ij’ we know how to muke proper use of our rifles.”—( ['iscount Wolseley).
“The enemy’s cavalry must be received in extended ovder.” —(frontal
Attack of Lyantry—German.) ¢ Suflicient trouble has not yet been
taken to show the infuntrymen how completely the breech-loader has
made him supevior to the cavalry soldier.”—(Major-General Middicton.)
“ Good infantry need not fear the attack of cavalry even in extendud
order.”—(Sir Lumley Graham) < Every writer on tactics at the pre-
sent day demonstrates the impossibility of unbroken infantry being
successfully attacked by cavalry.”—(Major Barker.)

Thus the negative reason for the very cramped character of our
movements and formations is now no longer of weight, but still we go
on as before.  For, as has been smd in allusion to this very matter,
“custom lingeis long everywhere, especially in the army.”—(Colonel
Blundell. ) Some customs ave, though no longer useful, yet harmless;
some become injurious the day they ceaie to bz useful. Can it be
denied that customs adopted in militavy formations and evolutions for
solely newative veasons, are likely to be injurions when the negative
cause which compelled their acceptance has heen removed?  The danger
to infantry is now exnctly reversed. Whereas formerly it consisted in
not being able to get into a solid body in time to resist cavalry, now the
danger is the other way. “ Neglecting to change from a close to an
extended formaticn at the vight moment may cost the lives of many
men."—( flome ). It yndoubtedly did so in the Franco-Prussian wav,
when men were moved into the fire zone in heavy columns. Yet we
still retain the style based on the old rule, and ave inclined to swallow
anything with a Prussian label wpon it, as it everything German was
perfection.  Isit too much to ask that we may awake from our slumber
in the arms of custom, when that custom is no longer Delilah the wife,
bringing strengh in unity, but Dulilah the false one, betraying into
weakness?  May we not, realizing that every “change of arms leads to
new wanceuvres” (General Morris, U.S...), abandon “a passive com-
pliance with received customs, the grounds of which we ave strangers
to” ( Maréshal ,Saxe ), and once and for all shake ourselves free from
those varts of our system which hud their origin in a wholesome dread
of an arm wlich modern conditions has rendered less formidable in
direct attack 1 May we not take a really practical course as vegards
our drill movements, by adupting them to the aliered conditions of
modern fighting?  Being now free from the overweening influence of
danger from cavalry, it is suvcly common sense to say that the natural,
and according to all analogy the wise course would Le, to determine
the best mode of fighting, and then to cudeavor to ascertain how



APRIL 20111, 1886.] THE CANADIAN

MILITIA GAZETTE. 397

parade work can be adapted to be the complement of the rveal work,
aiding ivs aims, and developing its principl:s, while being equally
efficient for the steadying work of accurate drill and discipline. May
we not accept the dictu of the practised soldier in the ouly great war
cavried on between armies of our own race in modern times? ¢ Troops
should be thoroughly instructed in the few movements necessary fov the
field, and they are but few, and should not be made to waste time in
acquiring evolutions of no practical wse.”—( General Morris, U.S.A.)
Aund the dicta of the most approved theory: It is important that all
details which can be suppressed shounld be done away with, in order
that troops may be able to devote as much time as possible to perfectly
mastering those which continue to be pracucal, and to acquiring field
aptitude.”  (Mawrice’s Wellington Prize Fssay).

‘Chese most pithy and just remarks of the piractical soldier and the
theoretical student, while they refer to the number of mancenvres, must
apply as strongly to the detail mode in which manceuvres are executed,

In all that has been said up to this point, as to what wonld
irfluence a mind unbiassed by any considerations, except the conditions
of actual war, in choosing a mode of movement and a style of
manceuvre, general considerations only have Leen referred to. No
principles but those of universal application have been considered.
But it is plain that the advisability of adopting one of the two modes
of action, either of which might serve the purposs required, is likely to
be affected by considerations extranecous to, or ut least not absolutely
conlined in the region of principles. It must be granted that theve are
two other more important factors, which no wise man would leave out
of account. These are the military genius and character of the nation
for which a scheme was being thought out, and any chavacteristics of
their country which might properly Le allowed to have an influence in
selecting cne mode in preferenco to another. ¢ There should be the
most thovough study of the chavacteristics of men.” (Waurice's
Wellington Prize Esswy.) Can it be doubted that any man employed
as an expert to frame u system of action for troops, would in his whole
deliberations take into account not merely abstract principles, and
circamstances of fact of universal application, but also the national
charactevistics of those for whom he was framing a system, the mode of
their enlistment, the historic character of their service, their physical
condition, their capacity for discipline, their capabilities of training,
their relations between officer and men, their repute for bravery, both
the Lravery which will rush on any danger when necessary, and the
bravery which can restraiu itself, and keep cool in the hottest fight?
“There is one thing we must all remember, namely, that every nation
has its own individuality of fighting, dependent on national chavacter,
dependent on conseription or non-conscription, aud upon other cir-
cumstances.”  (General Sir William Codrington.) *“The manner in
which the army is raised, whether by universal sevvice, conscripition,
or voluutary enlistment must be considered.” (//ome.)

(To Le continued.)

SECOND REUNION OF THE MONUREAL BIFLE RANGCERS.

Under the above caption to a very inviting bill of fure, servel at St. Luswrence
Hall, Montreal, on Tuesday last, in Mr. Hogan's proverbially excellent sivle, we
note the meeting around the lestal board of the surviving members of this veteran
corps of the Domiunion. Many of our readers will remetnber, and Montrealers in
particular, the gallant and soldierly appeavance of the company when in its
pristine youth and vigor, in the year of gruce 1851, it gave the lirst im.
petus to the eoxtensive voluuteer systemn that now prevails. By dint of
example, other companies soon followed, and when it became necessary to incorporate
these into a battalion the result was the 1st or Prince of Wales Rifle Regiment of
which the Rangers were the leading company. It was to the Rifle Rangers that the
compliment was paid by Governor-General Sir Edmund Head, ¢ that their marked
efliciency and soldierly bearing gave tone to the whole voluntrer force ™ of that day.
From the ranks of this corpy sprang several commissioned oflicers in the regular
army, two at least of whom served with their vegiments in the Crimea; also many
company and several 0.l fi-ld oilizeors of the volunteer force.  Of the sveventy-four
original members of tas corps, the great majority have responded to the last roll
call, and some others ave vesident so far from the city that they could not attend on
this social occasion, but loyally sent their apologies and regrets.  Amongst these
were Col. Macpherson, of O:tawa; Col. J. W, Bath, of New York; Col. Hanson, of
Berthier and Capt. Blackwood, of Toronto; Capt. Low was detained through illness.
Some fifteen were enabled to be present, the most youthful of whom had turned the
halt eentury, and though heads and bewrds were plentifully ¢silvered with the
grey "’ there was apparently no abatement of the high spirits and warmth of feeling
which animated the friendly intercourse of their move youthful days. Lieut.-Col.
Theodore Lyman, the first captain elect of the corps, and to whom much of its old
time eflicicncy and usefulness was due, most worthily presided on the occasion.
When justice had been done to the bill of fare, approprinte toasts were given from
the chair, aud responded to in animating speech and song, or in the sclemn tribute
paid to the memory of departed comrades; and with aunecdote and reminiscense
savoring largely of “youth’s morning march when the bosom was young,” a very
delightful evening was brought to a cluse.  Waoare gladto find such esprit de corp.s
manifested by the old No. 1, and trust the smviving members may long be spared
to meet annually and spend a socinl hour, which we understand is the intention so
loug as any are left to respouel to their numes,

CORNESPONDENCE.

ITINERANT SCHOOLS OF INSTRUCTION.
To the Editor of the Canadian Militia Gazette ;

Sm,—‘-A glance a't the “synopsis’’ of the new Militia List in your issne of th
16th ult. is all that is required to show how necessary it is that some means, other
than those already existing, should be devised, whereby officers in our foree n
qualify themselves for the JAwmportant positions they oceupy. In a lute issue vou
stated that the schools of infantry, as at present constituted and conducte !, were
not equal to the task of qualifying the present provisional apyointments in the ferwe,
and woulgl not be for some time to come. 1 thiuk yeu might Lave safely gone a step
farther, sir, and said they ean accommodate so ferr, that all sorts of wire-pulling is
necessary to enable & man to get in at all; adil to this the loss of time nvccssar} to
qualify, and the expense of firting out in full uniform, which is insisted upon by
the commandants of the various schools, to enable the “three hours of etiquette ” to
be properly observed, and which, toan officer of a rural eorps, is absolutely unnecessary
and highly superfluons,——and a barrier is raised against qualification which makes
the future anything but one on which we can cengrutulate oursclves,

The farcial Volunteer Board” has very properly been relegated to the past,
and although some of the lest ofticers in the foree, according to * Unit,” do owe
their certiticates to it, (see No. 37, 19th Janwwy last) it is 1o argument for its
re-establishment, as those same gentlemen, from their uatural abilitics and desive to
vxeel, would still have been among the best had no hoard existed at all,

Now, sir, the schonls, you suy, have not sufficient accommodation, there are
no other means of qualifying, and yet nearly three-sevenths of our officers hold provis
sional appointments; a lamentable condition of things, truly, when we think of the
touhsands of dollars that are spent annually to keep the force together, aud one that,
in view of the fact that our entire foree has been called to arins twice within twenty
years, and a large portion only a yeir age, ought to open the eves of the country,
throngh their representatives, to the neeessity for a ralical change, )

With that most desirable end in view, T beg leave to suggest the establish.
ment in each military district of a system of what might be terimed itinerant schools,
to be under the control of cither the deputy adjutant general of the district, or the
commandant of ol of the schools already existing; to be composed of two or more
sergeant instructors, and one or more commis:ioued oflicers; to establish at a cortain
fixed period, according to the ““dity roster,” a school at the headquarters of cach
battalion, for a period of six weeks to threz months, as may bhe decined hest; to he
open for instruction for say six hours cach day, three during daylight, and thice
after dark, all who present themselves, and serve in any eapacity in the active force
to be cligible, and no others.  Exwminatious to be held at the end of the term, hy
the proper authorities, ¢ the place of instruction, and certificates granted to tho e
who merit them.  All oflicer: of the battalion, rcquiring qualitication, who do not
present themselves, to be immediately gazetted out, nuless they can shiow good
cause for their non-appearance, such as illness or absence from howe,

Were such a system as this established it wonld remove the grentest barriers to
qualification, viz: expense and loss of time, and would consequently remove any
excuse for not qualifying; it wonld relieve the steain on the schools of infantry; it
would iufuse new life into the foree by bringing into it gentlemen and men of alulity
and position, who love the work and who ave fitted to cominand, but who have heen
prevented from identifying themselves with the foree by the above barriers; it would
also give to the force what it lacks even ore than qualified officers, qualified nen-
coms. The instruction given, with the single exveption of interior ceconomy, would
be the same as that given at the schools of infantry, as 1 am positive the nummber
attending would be such as to permit of battalion deill; and last, but not least, it
would in a cotnparatively short space of time enable you, Mrv. Ed.tor, to print o new
““synapsis,” showing how few of our officers were unqualified.

A plan of instruction such as the above, or based on it, would, T am satisfied,
meet the requirements of the volunteer foree better than any yet tried. 1 am aware
that objections eun be raised, principal nmongst whieh will be the item of expense,
and the vossible injury it may inflict on the schools of infantry; but asto the former,
il the question be looked squarely in the face it will be seen that the additional out.
lny need not he very great, in fact the single irem of travel fng expeuses is the only
serious one, as, though the instructing stail’ would necessavily have to he increased,
it need not be bevond what the foree really requires at the scheo), and morcovor two
or three years at the outside would see nearly every oificer of the foree (qnalitied, and
the necessity for keeping up this arrangement ws & permanent system disappear. As
to the other ohjection, 1 believe the commumdants and oflicers would hail such a
weasure as a boon, tending te remive the great steain put upon them; and as the
oilicial Gazete proves how changable is our foree, it also proves that tlere would he
suflicient new hlood coming inta it to still give the schonls all they could do.

I trust, Mr. Editor, that this scheme may mean “the thin edge of the wedge,”
and though it is doubtless too crude for absolute aeeeptance it may bring ahout dis-
cussion on its meiits, and enable our worthy Minister of Militia and the heads of the
department to see their way clear to so improve matters that the whole of our foree
may be the gainers,

April 12th, 1586,

ay

airu,

THE TARGET.

Quenge.—The anuual meetis g of the 8th Royal Rifles’ asseciation was held on
Tuesday last and was largely attended.  The annual reports showed a halance of
£93.70 to the good.  From the great interest evineed it looks as if the coming scason
will prove a lively one on the range. It was decided to open the scason’s sheoting
on the 10th inst. at the Beauport range with a ciub match,

The committee of management for the ecoming year consists of:—1Iresident,
Capt. H. J. Miller; vice-presisient, Capt. F. Wurtele; hon. sceyetary-treasurer, Licut.
J. F. Burstall; committee, Capt. Dunbar, Capt. Prower, Sergt.-Major Argne, Sergt,
H. J. Morgan, Sergt. Goudie, Sergt. And. Thomson, P'te, Enright.

The Macleod rifle assaciation has a scheme on foot to which we commend the
attentien of our loeal shots.  This is to form a camp at Willow Creek this sunmer
f ra week or two, inviting iiflemen throughout the distrist to attend and to compeie
far team and other prizes. At the same time they suggest the advisability of forme
ing a combined assoviation in the territories and 1 ccome afliliated with the Dominien
ta<acition. — Mant'oan,

L
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MoxTrEAL—The shooting season in Military District No. 6 will open at the
Point St. Charles rifle range on Good Friday, provided the ground is sufficiently
dry. It is now several feet under water, but it is hoped that the flood will have
subsided sufficiently to enable the opening to take place. ‘A’ company of the
Royal Scots then intend haviug a company mateh ; ranges, 200, 500 and 600 yards,
7 shots at each ; no eighting shots. Government rifles to be used. Dominion of
Canada ammunition of March, 1886, manufacture, will also be used :—

Prizes—1st class.—1, by Capt. Hood, corupany medal, cross guns and cup; 2,
Col.-Sergt. R. Alian, vernier and wind gauge ; 3, Sergt. John Allan, Album; 4,
Corpl. Lewis, razor; 5, Corpl. —————, cross guns ; 6, Private Geo. Cooke, briar

ipe.
Pe Prizes—2nd class.—1, by Capt. Hood, album; 2, Scrgt. G. E. Tabb, comb
and brush ; 3, Staff-Sergt. Wm. Brown, pipe and ease ; 4, Corpl. Currie, cross guns;
5, , comb and brush ; 6, company, 20 rounds of ammunition.

This company has a well organized association, and is affiliated with the Bat-
talion association. The company for the past five years has had representatives at
both the Provincial and Dominion matelies. This year there is a feeling of deter-
mination and zest with the members to excel their past record, which, under the
careful guidance and supervision of such an offlcer as Capt. Hood, will, no doubt, be
fully realized.

Tue G. T. R. AssoctatioN held its 11th annual meeting on Saturday, 10th
April. Everything passed off most enthusiastically. A large number of its wem-
bers are also members of the different buttalion associations in the c¢ity. The fol-

- lowing ofticers were elected : Honorary president, F. L. Wanklyn, Esq., Works
Manager G. T. R.; president, Mr. James Anthony; vice-president, Mr. James
Black; sceretary, Jos. Ward; treasurer, George Lavers; committee, D. Jehu, J.
P. Clarke, J. Wilson, W. Irving, E. Pratt, C. L. Williaws; auditors, M. O'Brien,
J. Farrar.

VictoriA RiFLES.—The ¢ Vies”” held the annual mecting of their rifle associa-
tion on Friday evening, the 16th, at their armory. As usual there was a large
attendance and much enthusiasm was displayed in the selections of officers for the
coming year. The following were elected :—Honorary president, Licut.-Col. Craw-
ford ; president, Capt. Edwards ; vice-president, Lieut. Busteed ; captain of team,
Capt. Sims'; sccretary, Private Drocklesby ; assistant secretary, Private Desbarats ;
treasurer, Sergt. Matthews; committee to be composed of a representative from
each of the companies. Major Henshaw and Capt. Sims were appointed representa.
tives to the P. . R. A,  After votes of thanks to the retiring officers the meeting
adjourned,

90Tt Batr.—Members of the Manitoba rifle association will be grieved to
hear of the death of Mr. Andrew Freeland, the popular and efficicnt sceretary of the
Brandon rifle association. A keen lover of rifle shooting, aud a most courteous
and hard-working ofticial, it will be hard for the Brandon rifle nssociation to replace
him. The association is most unfortunate in having lost the services of two of its
most enthusiastic members—Major Buchan by removal to the school of Mounted
Infantry at Winnipeg, and Mr. Freclaud. It will no doubt recover, however, as it
is oue of the most promising associations in the North-west.— Nanitoban.

REGIMENTAL NOTES.

( We wish to publish information respecting all the doinys of all corps. Will the officers
interested, particularly at a distance, assist us by having news relating to their
corps promptly forwarded 2 )

1011t Rovarn GreN.-—The theatrical committee met yesterday afternoon, when
it was decided that the New York Company should play on the 29th April, «“Ours;”
80th April, Gilbert’s comedy ‘¢ Engaged,” with tablean, ¢ The Charge of Batoche,’’
between the acts, the same for a matinee on May 1st, ending with ¢ Ours” the same
night. The cast includes Miss Dillon, Mr. Howarth and Mr. Sothern, and is under
the supervigion of Mr, Wallack. The regiment has been at considerable expense in
councction with the North-west expedition, and is entitled to the generous support
of the citizens of Loronto.

RovaL GRENADIERS.—This regiment had their first march out for the scason on
Thursday. Licut.-Col. Grasctt was in command. They went up Jarvis street headed
by both bugle and brass bands, and many thousands turned out to sce them. From
Jarvis they cressed Gerrard to Yonge street, and thence by King street to the shed.
The men as a rule moved well, but more especially “ k" company, which was all lagt
fall under the instruction of ser%eants from the I.8. Corps. At the shed Col. Grasett
made a few remarks regarding the coming entertainments under the suspices of the
regiment.  He pointed out that the clothing and equipment in addition to that sup-
plied by the government cost about §3,000, and he asked the men to render all the
assistance they conld tow.ards making these entertainments a suceess, particularly as
the proceeds were intended to defray part of the expenses referred to.

Colos-Sergeant Francis aud Sergeant Dale have been made acting sergeant-
major and quartermaster-sergeant respectively.

The tollowing promotions have been made:—To be sergeants, Corps. M. Me-
Guinn, R. Moore, Wi Dent, ;. Craig, W. Rogers, R. Whitmore; to be lance-
sergzant¢, Corps. V. Ashdown and C. Dicksen; to be corporals, Lance-Corp. L.
Judge, I'tes. H. Riddle, J. Welby, C. Coe, J. Hicks; to be lance-corporals, J. J.
Kiiby, H. Allan, H. Coburn, 8. Bennett, H. Grayton.

It will be remeimbered thot shortly after the regiment left for the North-west,
Eugene Davis scnt, through Pte. C. K. Smythe ot No. 4 company, as a present to
Capt. Harston, a box of cigars for cach company. They were sent by express, and
have been travelling until a few days ago, when they arrived here. They were
distributed after parude last night.

The names of thosc men who have served three or more years in the regiment
are beiug taken, and service badges as provided by recent regulations will be issued
to thein.  One badge is given for three years, two for six, and thice for nine.

The Queen’s birthday trip is being discussed. Two invitations have been
reccived, one from Orillia and the other from Barrie. The latter is apparently
looked upon most favorably, as the citizens of that town scem disposed to deal
liberally with the regiment in the way of providing accommodation, ete., free of
cost. It has not been decided whether the regimentwill leave here on Saturday and
return on Monday, or goand return on the latter day.

The new grenades and letters ¢“R. G.,” for the non-commissioned officers’ and
men'’s tunics, have arrived from England, and will shortly be distributed.

The annual meeting of the sergeants of the Royal Grenadiers was held in their
messtoom at the drill shed last night. The president, Nergeant-Major Francis,
occupied the chair. The following officers were elected for the ensuing yenr:—
President, Color-Sergeant Johnston; seeretary-treasurer, Sergeant Cox. Roowm com-
mittee, Color-Sergeant Kent, and Sergeants Hardinge and Sinclair.

QUEEN's OwX.—The regiment paraded on Wednesday, 490 strong, and had a
good drill, under Col. Miller. Several towns have invited the regiment to visit
them on the 24th May, but nothing is as yet settled.

The ball of the Q.0.R. promises to be a grand success,

WINNIPEG NEWS FROM THE “MANITOBAN.”

t is probable that Lieut.-Col. Houghton will remain in charge of military
district No. 10 for another year.
The Dominion government have agreed to provide the balance of the amount
required to floor the drill hall, and the work is to be commenced at once,

MouxTED INF. Corrs.—The school inarched through the city streets on the 9th,
headed by their bugle band, and looked remarkably well.

Fi1ELD BATTERY.—A number of members attended drill Thursday evening.
The commanding officers is introducing a system of rigid selection in the recruit.
ing, and has decided to enlist only permancnt residents of the city and make it a
rule in all cases to have the employers’ consent before enrolling new members.

90TH BATT.—There was a large attendance on the 6th at the parade of the
right half battalion. The right half battalion parades on Tuesday evenings and the
left half on Friday. All the companies are rapidly filling up with a very desirable
class of recruits.

The regimental club rooms at the drill hall are now furnished and present a fine
appearance. The floor is covered with linoleum and the walls are adorned with
several pictures, among them being a photograph of F company, including the late
Pte. Watson, who fell on 12th May last, and one of J company of the Queen’s Own
Rifles. A pool table has been purchased and proves a great attraction. Large num-
bers of the members avail themsclves ot the privileges of the club, and there is
certainly no wore attractive place in the city for a young inun tospend his evenings.

91st BaATT.—No. 1 company, Kildonan, will shortly begin drill again.
The Minnedosa company is getting into shape and busy with its drill.

95T BaTT.—On the return of Adjt. Constantine from Mexico, Col. Scott and
the other officers of the battalion will take steps to re-organize.

| 90ti Batr.—Lieut. Piché, late of D comnpany, is now with his old friends, the
65th.

It is rejorted that Major Boswell will be promoted to the coloneley next week,
vice C'ol. Macaeand who liss vesigned.

Corp. McBean, a cvack shot of the Quaen’s Own, has joined Capt. Macdonald’s
cbwxpany.

The 90th are talking of a Queen’s birthday trip to Brandon, and that town has
promised them an cuthusiastic reception. Another suggestion is a meeting with
the Queen’s Own at some internediate point.

Twenty-two students from the university are joining the 90th. It was first
intended that they should form a cowmpany by themselves if the government would
inerease the number of companies in the battalion, but as matters stand at present
they will probably join D company in « body, as it is the weakest.

One of the principal topics of conversation among the members is the proposed
church parade on Easter Sunday. The general feeling seems to be in favor of
marching to St. John’s Cathedral, and having another parade on 9th May, when
Rev, Mr. Gordon should be asked to officiate.

The quartermaster stores have presented a busy scene every evening this week.
The indefatigable Q. M., Capt. Swinford, with the assistance of Q. M. Sergt.Young,
is busily engaged in supplying the L. B. Ds. with new uniforms, which are similar
to the last igsue in appearance but much superior in workmauship, most of them
fitting without any alteration. A neat 90" has been affixed to the shoulder
straps, and when the new forage caps, which are expected next week, arrive, the
regiment will present a fine appearance. The forage caps are similar to those worn
by the Queen’s Own, known as “service caps.” Uniforins were served out to the
right half-battalion on Tuesday night and the left half, companies D, E and ¥, will
receive theirs to-night.

Wixxivee F. B.—By the appointment of Major Jarvis to a superintendency in
the Mounted Police, the buttery loses, at least for a time, a most cfficient ecm-
mander, and the district a most popular and valuable oflicer.  While sincerely con-
gratulating Major Jarvis on his appointinent, and the North-west Mounted Dolice on
his acquisition, we have reason to hope that his retirement from the militia will not
be pertnanent.  Major Jarvis left for Regina on Tuesday last.

MonrtresaL Gar. ArT.—A large muster of this brigade took place on
Friday evening, Major Laurie commanding. ‘They marched through the principal
strects; the men looked well and were frequently cheered.  On their return to
the armory the brigade was addressed by Lieut. Col. Oswald, who anuounced that
he had brought the North-west medals with him from Ottawa, and that the names
of the recipients wonld be engraved on the medals, which wonld be presented by Sir

Adolphe and Lady Caron. The men will parade on Saturday afternoon, the 24th,
for the presentation.

P. W. Rirres began their annual diill on Tuesday, the 20th.

SarN1a.—Band Sergeant Skeffington had the new fife and drum band and the
younger members of the 27th battalion band out for drill on the evening of the
13th. The band will parade on Good Friday as well as the fife and drum_ band,
lately organized. It is understood that the band has secured the services of Mr. D.
Simpson as arun major.

46Tt RATT.—Lindsay is making strenuous endeavors to insure success in
the arrangements she is making for the graud coucert to be given by the Bowman-
ville baud, on May 6th,

16Tit BATT.—The band has just received a lot of new music from London,
England, the gift of Colonel Bog.
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G63rD RiFLEs.—The entertainment given by this regiment at the Academy of
Music on the 12th and 13th is pronounced a very great success. 1t consisted of the
production of a musical and dramatic burlesque representative ot scenes in the
Journey of ““our boys” from Halifax to the Saskatchewan, and their stay in the
North-west, Sergt. Louis Dixon is the author of the piece, and has succeeded in
writing quite a meritorious play for his maiden effurt. The preface to the work
explains the circumstances which led to the organization of the cxpeditiou and ex-
plains the progress of the Halifax battalion, and concludes: “In our journey of
seven thousand miles kindness was cverywhere met, and the feeling thus created—
sanctified by the blood of those who fell—will help in making this Canada of Ours
a nation. Many friends have a desire to see how ¢ the boys” got on while west.
The following few sketches, {from the many, have been put into shape to celchbrate
the first anntversary of the departure of the regiment.”’

The piece is, in its general scheme, similar to the ¢ 90th on active service”
being an olio of camp scenes, songs and tableaux, some of the 90th songs being re-
produced, but the scene is different, no pretence heing made of depicting the fight-
ing. From the Lvening Mail we condense the following description:

¢ The curtain rises on a tableau showing the Halifax battalion entering North
street station, accompanied by the band playing ¢ The girl I left behind me.”  The
opening scene represents the interior ofa car on the way to the front. The members
of the battalion engagein conversation and play tricks such as they might be supposed
to carry on were they really en route for the North-west battle ground. One of the
party (Pvt. R. Blackmore) is called on for a song and responds with ¢ Will ye no
coime back again?” the whole company joining in the chorus with good cifect.
Farther along the line th crderly room clerk enters the car to collect letters for the
mail, and is induced to take a seat and join in ¢“The soldier’s farewell.”” This song
was given with feeling and in capital voice. Richiaond junction is shortly reached
and the boys tumble out of the car fora meal. An amusing front scene is here in-
troduced in which an inebriated party has prominence, at the close of which Camp
Desolation on a winter’s night is represented. In this scene Jock Patterson makes
his appearauce with his bags of noisy wind. IHe is given a hearty reception alike by
the ““boys’’ on the stage and the audience. After a brief stay at this point the
transport is boarded and the battalion proceeds on its journey west.

The opening scene in the second act is laid on the prairie. 1t is the general’s in-
spection and the battalion is drawn up in line at open order, standing at ease. The
major-general enters and is received in regulation style by the battahion. The com.
manding officer (Wm. Mott) gave a capital imitation of Col. Bremner in this scene,
which took so well that the audience insisted on a repetition. The battalion having
come to ““order arms” it was addressed by the major-general. 1n the course of his
speech he tells the soldiers how he had risen to his glorious position, in o song A la
Admiral in Pinafore. In the second scene an cexcellent representation of cawp
iife is given. From this point two companics are ordered to Saskatchewan landing
and they are given a suitable send-off by the “boys” left behind.  In scene third
a detachment of the rifles are resting and eating at midnight on the line of march.
Lance-corpl. Emerson sings the solo part of the favorite song ¢ The maple leaf, our
cmblem dear,” the chovus being given by the other members. At the close of the
song, the detachment falls in, marches ofl, and the curtain falls.

Act third opens showing the fatigue party boarding a scow. The ¢ boys " are
anxious to go to the front, but don’t get there. Sceme two is the camp. < The
mess futigue,” to the tune of ¢ Bob up serenely,” isintroduced by I’te. S. H. Romans.
After the song canteens are gatheted up and pipes filled.  The fatigue
marches off and a scene with five sick soldiers follows, which is made quite amusing.
Scene third is very well managed and represents a party of soldiers washing cloth-
ing at the river. After doing considerable scrubbing the corporal iu charge of the
party (W. C. Stirling) indulges in a song “ Hard tack come again no more.” Scene
fourth is the camp in the evening. The men are engaged sewing, reading, writing,
smoking, ete. Lance-corpl. W. A. Emerson sings “ A soldier’s lot is not a happy
one” with chorus, which was encored. In this scene ““The Red River Valley,”” the
song dedicated to the 2nd Scottish company by the ladies of Winnipeg, is also intro-
duced, the solo being sung by Pte. Mylius, 1t made a pronounced hit. Following
this song comes ¢‘The Saskatchewan guard’s lament,” song by Pte. C. Munro accom-
panied Dy the guards’ band. The sceue is filled in-with amusing pranks and camp
talk. Asa finale to the act Lance-corpl. Pickford, sings “The flag and home” 10
the tune of ¢ Old folks at home.” The closing tablean showed a detachment pre-
pared to receive cavalry, the sccue being made cffective by the generous use of
colored fire. The closing song ¢¢Cede Nullis’* by I'te. R. Blackmore was given in
good style.”’

The entertainment cleared $530 over expenses in aid of furnishing hattalion
club roows, which, it is said, are to be in the old Masonic hall building.

GLEANINGS.

Col. Denison'’s lecture on Egypt and the Soudan War, before the St. James’s
Church People’s Association, was a great literary treat. The schoolroom was
crowded with a large and apwreciative awlicnee.  The lecture did not pretend to be
a record of the events conneeted with the war, but merely a short sketch of his own
experience. The lecturer dealt with the history of the Canadian force from the
fiour that they were called from every part of the Dominion until their return to
their native land. The descriptions of the cities, temples and cataracts of the Nile
were exceedingly good. Col. Denison said that the highest military authorities in
the Soudan bore witness to the usefulness of the Canadian foree, and in spite of the
calumnies heaped upon it he had little doubt that should the war be continued a
much larger body of men would be required. No men could have done better, and
they scemed as much at howme on the eddies and rapids of the Nile as if they were
on the Ottawa and St. Lawrence. Lord Wolseley considered the furce invaluable
for such an undertaking. Col. Denison noticed the presence of two old veterans in
the schoolroom with medals upon their breasts. Pte. Bates is entitled to three
medals, one for long service, one for deeds of bravery in the Sutlej war and one
for several battles in which he was engaged.  Tte. Stewart also wears three medals,
onc for long service, one for distinguished valor at the sicge of Sehastopol and one
from the Turkish government. The two old soldiers were made happy as in siory
they fought their battles over again.

Colonel Denison, at the close of his lecture, paid a high tribute to the Simcoe
Foresters.  He said he was absent in Egypt during the North-west troubles, but on

his return he was told, by one of the most distirguished officers engaged in the
campaign, that the Simcoe men were the finest marchers in the expegition, and
won a name for themselves, which will likely call them first in the field should
our country again be thrown into civil war. “Simcoe might well feel proud of her
brave sons. The colonel stated that there was no regiment in Canada that he would

feel prouder to command, and that in material it ranked far higher t!
city corps.-—Orillia Packet. Hgher thon the vaunted

MoxTREAL.—R. F. Reid, the champion swordsman of Canada, writes to the
Gazelle of this city, offering to meet Sergt.-Major Morgan, of Kingston, as follows :—
“] will meet him or any other swordsroan in the Dominion, either in a horseback-
contest or in an all round display to include foil, rapicr, broadsword, single stick
exercise and general sword feats, for $100 a side or more and the receipts of any hall
in Kingston or Montreal, give or take expenses. Trusting that the gallant sergt.«
major will give me a chance to show the color of my steel.” T

A colonel of one of the regiments forming the garrison of Bradenburg, Ger-
many, recently administered a severe rebuke to the cleven captains of his command
iu the presence of the regiment. The captains tendered their resignations, and the
Emperor William being informed of the fact, immediately ordered their arrest and

trial for conspiracy.

.., All the companics that served in the North-west with Col. Scott's battalion, the
95th, have agreed to maintain the organization. The company will be known as
the Manitoba Grenadiers.  All the old officers will remain. ‘

The heaviest Krupp gun ever made, weighing 700 tons, and being more than
30 feet long and throwing a shell weighing 784 pounds, has just been mounted at

Wilhelins haven.

Major-General Strange had the misfortune to again hurt his broken leg, and he

has gone to Calgary for treatment.

ANVASSERS

WANTED
In every military centre
of the Dominion for the
Micitia Gazerre., fiberal

terms to the right men,

JOHN MARTIN & Co.
Military Outlitters,
457 ST.PAULST.

MONTREAL.

P. QUEALY,
Military Bootmake,

3t McDERMOT STREET,
WINNIPEG.
ZN.B.—All work done in first ciass style.

STANDARD LIFE ASSURANCE CO.

RSTABLISHED 1825,

Existing Policios, $100,000,000,
Invested Funds, $31,470,435.64.
Profits divided in ten occnsions, $17,5%0,000.

Class 1 Poclicies are Free from all
Restrictions. Tho contrnot boing payable
without the amallest doubt,

W. M. RAMSEY, Manager, Montreal.

Agents in overy city and town iu tho Dominion

Military Tailor,
ALBERT HALL BUILDINGS,
19! YONGE STREET, - - - TORONTO.

UNIFORMS of every deseription made to
order and everything necessary to am

Officer’s Oufit Supplied.

Srxp ror LisT oF PRICES.
7453 Terms Strioctly Cash,

Statutes of Canada.

TIXE Statutes of Canada are for salo at the

Qucen’s Printer’s Uffice, here : also sep-
arate Actseince 1374, Price liste will be sent
to any porson applying for them.

B. CHAMBERLIN,

Ottawa, May, 1885. QP

“NORTH-WEST CAMPAIGN,”
1885

“CANWNADA.?
E.& E. EMANVEL,

Silversmiths, Jewellers, Wa'ch and Clock
;\inkers, Medallists,
3 THE HARD, PORTSEAJ,

Respectfully solicit orders for Miniuture N.
W. Canadian War Medals, price 5s. Gd. each ;
with invisible regulation buckle brooch 2s.8d.
cah extra. Forwarded, complete, freo on
receipt of remittanco. Casessupplicd to hold

both medals,
E. &E. EMANUEI,
3 The Uard,
(Near the Main Gate, H. M. Deckyard.)
Portsea, Exgraxp,
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International Tent and Awning Co.

184 SPARKS STREET, OTTAWA.
A, G. FPORGIE, - - - - Manager.

MANUFACTURERS OF

TENTS, CAMP FURNITURE, FLAGS

AWNINGS, WATERPROOF GOODS,

DESPATCH AND POST OFFICE BAGS, HORSKE, WAGON AND STACK COVERS, RUBBER
‘ TENT BLANKETS, &c.

All Goods are made of the best materiala and finished in the most substantial manher,
Also a beautiful assortment of

PAINTED WINDOW SHADES FOR STORES AND PRIVATE DWELLINGS.

CATALOGUES FREE ON APPLICATION.
p&&" No connczion with any other firm in Canada.

MAYNARD, HARRIS & CO.,, INVENTIONS EXHIBITION 1685. The ONLY GOLD MEDAL fr tone guality
Military & Civil Service Qutfitters| g

BESSON'’S PROTOTYPE MILITARY BAND INSTRUMENTS.
CONTRACTORS AND AGENTE,

126 and 127 Leadenhall St., Londen, Eng.

(Established Sixty Years.)

The Prototype Instruments. being unequslled in Musical crality and Jdurability
aro the best and chenpest for use abroud.

‘ Write for Testimonials from Canadion Musicians ard Banas using the Bessox
Instruments,

F. BESSON & Co.,

> 198 Euston Road, London, England
v . L SERVICES, ' » Lagland,
’ UNIFORMS FOR AL Military Band Instrument MMalsers.

Relines, Glengarrys, New Pattern Gold Lace, Accoutrements, Badges, &c.,

of best quality and manufucture nt strietly moderato prices. A l.'rhe‘n.'-"sf’“ l‘rof‘utzme ]',,strl,imeplts "m]‘fog'i)in‘fto\%}‘ b)'ltho fo\!lo‘v‘ﬁg {.}[usic %cl'cre‘: -
‘GS . -C. S FERENCE 1 F THE lin, Winuipes : Grosgmam, Hemilton; Hubbard, Waterloo; Nye, Hulilux; Ormeo (. Fon,
E"m"mg;wgﬁt;‘:"i'\‘g,?'wgmf\,ﬁm‘s' &e., ' REFERENCES ﬂ&”‘;,{);“ms 0 Otrawa, &c.. &c.. and of ail lending Musie Dealers in Canada.

s Pomoa o

(INCORPORATED 1881)

MANUFACTURE THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

MILITARY POWDER OF CANADA.

of any required velocity, density or grain. and Erei ght Route’
Sporting Powder, BRTWEEN e L gy
“Duekins,” ~curivon,” wnd other | canang ayp GREAT BRITAIN, [N ONEY O

AND Woney Ordoers paynble at all Money Order
direct route between the West and all points | Offices in Canada, also in the United Stnu:s(i

on the Lower St. Lawrence and Baie des | the United Kingdom and other Countries an

In purchasing articles advertised B, o
| in the ‘" Militia Gazette,” or iv 2;.,,";,
correspondence with our adver- Lt

tisers, please mention that youn

saw the advertisement in this| [7fS _ll’ il 1
paper. Advortisers alwayswish| ! :

to know which advertisements| &= ¢

are most effeotive. MERCHANT TAILOR AND

e e e
z}MILITARY OUTFITTER &

e OO0 e e OO e et OO S—
MASTER TAILOR TO THE

S QUEEN’S : OWN : RIFLES
»| 89 YONGE ST., TORONTO.
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i i ; 1so New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, | British Colonies generally, may be obtained
in evory variety. ‘ll)g?ulce:rﬁg;gr}l\ cl‘:lur:d.n Cape ‘Breton, New- | at the undermentioned Post Offices in Mani- - - G f
du and Jamai toba and the North-West Torritories Militiamen entitled to Land Grants for
] . , a N
DYN AMITE foundland, Bormuds aad Jamaica . Monoy Orders may also be granted at other | Active Service should subscribe for
New and elegant Pullman Buffot Slceping | Money Order Offices in Canada, for payment| ‘' THE NORTH-WEST FARMER,"
And all other modern * High Explogives.” |28d day cars run on through Express traius. | at the Offices named. & Journal devoted to tho advancement of
. Passengers for Grglt‘xt Brimintorst'l;](;s Con- MANITOBA giﬁl;cﬁgr‘:{: “'Fg;lt‘llm zoltlement of the Cuva-
o will Jotn Mall Steamer at Hall- |  ARCHIBALD, Co. of Selkirk. Published monthly, One dollar por annum,
SOLE LICENSEES FOR fax A.M. Saturday. BIRTLE, Co. of Marquette, Samplo copies on application to
! M B t Sup .’o Elevator, Warehouso and Dock }-}mlhtgé)‘?'(? N offl':elkh'k.l * The North-west Farmer " Publishing Co.,
1 i . Superior Elevator, W a TMIEE N, Co. of Provencher. WiNNIPEQG, MAN.
accomwodation at Halitax for shipmont of GLADSTONE, Co, of Marquette. ’
H' Juhus S]mm S aﬂlﬂm at m‘y, grain and generzl merchaudise, MINNEDOSA, Co, of Marquette. -
the best for acourato electric firing of Shots, | Years of experience have proved the Inter- ll"‘(())llt"ll:‘:{?i ‘goL Xfl':lrt‘:tvfl'l'f};eréo of
Blasts, Mines. Torpedoes, otc. colonial in conmection with Stonmabxr lines Marquette r YO REA T
to and from London, Liverpool and Glasgow RAPID CITY, Co. of Marquette = V
—_— got}lnlifaéx, ':d be tg% qui:lli‘egia freight route SELKIRK, Co, of ey . . ] 3
\ etween Canadand Groat Britain. S, Co. Kick.
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use, Detounators, ets.
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o g o ] oyl . B. 0 , . .
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Branch Offices and Magazines at principal FORT McLEOD. All work guaranteed according to
shipping poinwy in Canada, D. POTTINGER, JOHN CARLING, regulation.
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