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COLLECTION FOR SYNOD FUND.

The collection for the Synod Fund is appointed to be made in ail the congre-
gations of the chu-rch on the 3rd Sabbatih of July. This fund is intended to de-
fraty the expenses necessarily connected with the Synod, such as the printing of
minutes and reports, the sàlaries of ibe officers of the Synod, and expenses
incurred by the comuittee for the accomnmodation of members of Synodl during
year is $600. There are other charges on this fundfrom year to year, which
the annual session of Synod. The amount reqiIred for this last inentionel pu-pose
this cánnot be met.ia any other way. The amount of the receipts for the Synod
funl .was $,14, gn4tihe expenditure was $Z2,047.77. The amoint required
this year is.grgator thathe amoit required for last year; but if al] the con-

gregatio-as contrFute àtkey should, the amouiit can be raise without difficulty.
It is earnestly reqtzested that the' colcciion may be attended to punctually, and
the amount forwardá.do the Rev. W. Reid, Toronto.

SYNOD 0F; THE CANAIDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

The Synodof, the Canada .P.resby terian Church commenced its Aimmal
Session. inErskine Church, Montreal, on the evein. of Tuesday 9th ult.,
the open.ing serzuon being .p-eached by the Rev. J. J. A. Proudfoot, the
Moderator for the past year. lie touk for his text Luke XVII : 5, "And
the Apostles said uuto the Lord. increase our faith." The sermon was
able and peculiarly appropriate. The thanks of the Synod were subse-
quenitly teudered to Mr. Proudfoot for his suitable and excellent sermoin,



THE HOME AND VoE2GN sECOND 0

and for the nanner in which he had performed the various duties devoir-
ing upon hii as Moderator of Synod.

The roll was then called, and subsequently a report was rend of demis-
sions, translations, ordinations, inductions, &c., which had taken place
during the year. There had been 12-demissions which, however, were far
more than connterbalauced by 15 ordinations and 12 inductione. Two
translations from one charge to another had taken place. Thirteen students
had been licensed to preach the gospel. The Syncd roll contains now 289
ministers, being an increase of 17 since last meeting of Synod. Of these
there were present 171, besides 72 elders.

The next business was the appointment of a Moderator, when it ap-
peared that every Presbytery had noniinated the Rev. Alex. Topp, M.A.,
of Knox's Church, Toronto. Mr. 'Topp was accordingly, by acclamation,
called to the chair, and or taking it addressed the Synod in appropriate
and seasonable terms.

The report of the Business Committee having been presented, and
several committees appointed for the examination of Presbytery and Synod
Records, and for several other purposes, the first diet was closed. We
notice, under separate heads, the business of imporeance transacted by the
Synod at the various sederunts.

DEVOTIONAL EXERcISES.

The first part of the morning diet of Wednesday 10th was spent in de-
votional exercises, which were conducted by the Moderator and Dr,
Thoruton, Messrs. McMullen, Rogeri and D. Gordon, with the singing of
Psalms, and the reading of the Scriptures in the intervals. There were-
the usual devotional exercises, including praiso, reading of the Scriptures
and prayer at the commencement of every diet.

.ADDRE88 To THE ,.EEN.

On motion of Principal Willis, the Synod appointed a committee to
draw up au address to fHer Majesty the Queen, in reference to the late
murderous attempt on the life of H. R. H. the Duke of Edinburgh in
Australia, and expressive of the Synod's recognition of the good hand of
God in the escape of the youthful Prince from instant death. The com-
mittee, consisting of Principal Willis, Professor Caven, and Mr. Proud-
foot reported a draft of an address, which was adopted and ordered to be
transmitted for presentation to Rer Majesty.

LIOENSING OF STUDENTS.

On the application of the Presbytery of Toronto, and the production of
the necessary testimonials, the Synod granted leave to take on trials for
public probationary trials the following students of Divinity : Messrs. J.
P. Baikie, J. A. F. McBain, H. Currie, A. Milne, J. E. Croly, A. G.
Forster, N. Clark, E. Reeve, W. Mitchell, J. Campbell, and J. Barron.
The Synod also gave special permission to the Presbytery of London te
license, if they see fit, Mr. D. B. Cameron.

On application made by sundry Presbyteries, and after careful examina-
tion inte each case by a c>mmittee, the Synod granted leave to receive
the following ministers froma other Presbyteries, viz. : Mr. H. W.
Hewde Bourck, Mr. J. L. Murray, Mr. H. Crozier, Mr. Furlong, Mr. ).
Suiaherland.

ROME MISSION REPORT.

The Report of the Home Mission Committe. was called for on the
evening of Wednesday 10th. It was given in and read by Mr. Laing, the
Convener of the Committee. The report was of a very encouraging char-

258



THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCI. EDU

octer. It appeared from the report that there were connected with the
Committees operations 77 distinct mission fields, with 150 preaching
etations, besides 56 supplemented congregations. These represent, alto
gether, 4,509 families, an adult membership of 6,155, and an average at-
tendance of 19,091. These mission stations and congregations contribute
locally, besides board for the missionaries, $22762.41, and receive in aid
fromn the central fund $9583.75. The list of missionary agents compre.
hends Il Ministers, 4 Lay Catechiats, 22 Divinity Students, and 14 Student
Catechists. The total amount contributed for the Home Mission Fund,
including balance from last year, was $12,517.19; and the amount ex-
pended $10,350.16 The balance on handat the end of the yearis $2,16703.

The report was sustained and the thanks of the Synod given to the
Conuittee, and especially to the Convener, who hsa given very great at-
tention to this important scheme. The Synod in connection with this re-
port adopted the following resolutions -

1. That Presbyteries be instructed, as they hereby are, to adopt at once
such measures as shall prevent the accumulation of arrears in supplemaented
congregations, and not allow any minister to remain in a place where, for
any reason, the people neglect the duty of contributing to his support as
the Lord enables him.

2. That Presbyteries be, as they hereby are, enjoined to take prompt
and decided action in reference to congregations and stations within their
bounds, which either neglect to contribute to the fund or contribute in-
adequately,

3. That the Syned repeat the instructions of last year that students
licensed during the summer, and ministers or probationers received after
this Synod be net put on the roll of probationers till October next, but
that these men continue to labour in the mission field all that time.

4. That all incidental expenses connected with the operations of the
Rome Mission within Presbyteries be defrayed by the Presbyteries, and
not form a claim on the Central Fund.

5. That the costs of all exploring and aggressive missionary work under-
taken and sanctioned by the Presbyteries, be defrayed out of the Home
Mission Fund.

KNOX's COLLEG E REPorT.

The Report of the Board of Management of Knox's College was called
for at the evening diet of Thursday 1lth. It was given in and read by
Rev. D. Inglis, Chairman of the Board. The report of the Senate was
also read , and at a subsequent sederunt the Report of the Board of Exam-
mers.

The report gave particulars as to the income and exi anditure-the for-
mer being $5,753.80, and the latter $6,383.32. The total debt on the
ordinary fund is $1,561.17, being $431.71 more than last year. The con-
tributions of three Presbyteries, however, have now been transferred to the
College in Montreal. The ordinary fund for Knox's College has also been
affected by the effort made to pay off the debt on the Beachville Church,
so as to obtain the sum of $4000 promised by W. C. McLeod, Esq., of
Woodstock, towards the endowment of the College. This amount has
now been scured, There has also been a large addition to the Bursary
Fund, one gentleman (Mr. Goldie, of Ayr,) having given $500 for the
foundation of a Bursary, and several other gentlemen giving animal sums
for a number of yea:s for the assistance of students. The total receipts
for t.e Bursary Fur.d during the year were $1,392.19, and the expenditure
$1,379.00, leaving r, balance on hand of $13.19. -

The report of the Senate, read by Principal Willis, referred to the num-
ber of students, (23 in theology, besides a considerabl. number in the pre-
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liminary course); the studios pursied under the Professors and lectuvers ;
aUd to certain supplementary classes conducted by the Rev. Professor
Caven and Rev. Jehn M. King.

Tho report was received and adopted, and it was agreed to continue the
services of lecturers as last year, and to appoint, as vas done, the Rev. G. P.
Young to direct and conduct the studies of such young mon in the prepara-
tory department as do not take a full university course. At a subsequent
sederunt the Rev. R. Ure of Goderich and the Rev. J. J. A. Proudfoct
of London were appointed lecturers on the branches under their care last
sessXiol.

With reference to students preaching during the Colle-re Session, it was
agreed that students of the first and second years be not permitted to go
ont to preach oftener than six times during the session, and that the stu-
dents of the last year be permitted to preach as often as the Senate may
consider advisable.

With reference to students taking the Theological course in whole or in
part at any foreign institution, but intending to iabour in the ministry in
connexion with this Church, the Synod adopted the follou ing recomnenda-
tions of the College Board :-

1. That students of this class be required not to omit any part of the
literary course which this Church has prescribed as prepa.ratory to the
entrance in Theological study.

2. (a.) That in order to facilitate the admission of said class of students
to the status of preachers in this Church, they be strongly urged to present
themselves on the completion of their Theological 'course for trials fur
license bcfcre one of the Presbyteries of this Church.

(b.) That in the case of students of the class specified, who iay take
license in any Foreign Church previous to the termination of their Theolo-
gical curriculum, such curriculum must be completed before the license
so obtained shall be i ecognized by this Church.

(c.) That students who shaH on the completion of their curriculum have
obtained license in a Foreign Church may be received as preachei-s by any
of the Presbyterie:, of this Church, on the production of the necessary evi-
dence of license, as well as of their- having completed their Theological
studies ; but preachers thus received shall not be employed as probation-
ers, nor be eligible for settlement sooner than stadents of the sanme year,
wvho shall have been licensed by this Church.

DEPUTATION FROM LOWER PROVINCES.

On the evening of Thursday 1lth, the Synod heard the Rev. Dr. Mc-
Culloch of Truro, N.S., and the Rev. J. Bennett of St. Johu, N. B., who
carried a commission as deputies from the Synod of the Presbyterian Church
of the Lower Provinces. Both these respected deputies addressed the
Synod at length, gi-ving expression to warm feelings of friendship on tho
part of the church which they represented, cormunicating varions inter-
esting particulars as to the position, work and resources cf their Church,
and dwelling on the desirabileness of eloser union between the Churches
so intimately related. Dr. Bayne, of Ficton, N.S., ak:d Rev. W. Roy
also addressed the Synod.

On the motion of Dr. Irvine. seconded by Dr. Jennizngs it was agreed-
That the Synod has heard with much pleasure the statements made by

the deputation from the Chureh in the Lower Provinces, regarding their
progress and missionary labour. The Synod reciprocates the friendly
feelings expressed, and desiderates their greater cultivation, and requests
the deputies to as2ure the Synod of t'S Lower Provinces that it is their
earnest desire to draw closer the bonds that unite them, by more freqent
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intercourse, in the hope that liereafter aill branches of the Presbyterian
fainily in the Dominion of Canada shall be gitlered into one General
Assembly.

Mr. James Court, one of the deputation appointed by this Synod to visit
the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of the Lower Provinces, gave a brief
ieport of the discharge of the dnty entrusted thein by the Synod, and of
the very cordial reception which they had received.

We may here mention that at a suesequeiit diet there was laid beforo
the Synod an overture ir favour of more intimate intercourse with other
Presbyterian Churches. Thero was read also a letter fron the United
Presbyterian Chureh of North Amnerica and a communication froma the
Synod of the Evangelical Missionary Churcli of Belgium, at vhose Synod.
Dr. Willis had been present last sumner. The overturo ias approved of
and in accordance with its spirit, the Synod appointed deputations to other'
churches as follows : Rev. A. Topp, Moderator of Synod, and Rev. W. B.
Clark to the Synmod of the Presbyterian Church of the Lower Provinces ;
Rev. Dr. Ormiston and Rev. T. Wardrope to the General Asse ibly of the
Presbyteriai Church, O.S. ; Rev. A. Wilson to the United Presbyterian
Church of North Amorica ; Rev. W. Gregg to the Dutch Reformne.
Ciurci in the United States ; Rev. Messrs. McVicar, Gibson, and Mr. J.
Court to the Frenci Evangelical Chnrch of the Province of Quebec. The
Moderator was authorized to designate a representative to tihe Congrea-
tional Union of Canada, and to the Synod of the Chuirch of Sentland. The
Moderator and joint cierks were appointed a committee to grant commsuis-
sions to ministers who may be proceeding to Europe to represent this
Church in th - Free Church of Scotland ; the United Presbyterian Church
in Scotland; the Presbyterians Church of Ireland ; the Presbyterian
Church in Enghnd ; the Free Churci in France ; the Waldenses, and the
B]gian Missionary Churcli ; and that in the eveit of no deputies being
available for next year, they be anithorized to send fraternal letters to
thsese churches.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC.

On Friday evening the subject of instrumental musie was introduiced by
the report of the Comnmnittee appointed to examine the returns of Presby-
teries and Sessions to the overture sent down for consideration by lhit
Synod. The report stated that returns had been received from all the
Presbyteries ; that of these, five recommended that the prayer of the
overture be granted-two approving simnpliciter, viz. : Ottawa and King-
ston ; and three approving with conditions, viz. : Brockville, Cobourg,
and Paris; that of the remaining Prebyteries eight disapprove, v'iz.
Montreal, Ontario, Toronto, Guelph, London, Stratford, Huron and
Grey ; and one, viz. Hamilton, resolves that it woild be inexpedient in
present circumstances to pass any declaratory act on the subject, but that
a due measure of liberty should be granted to congregations unaimously,
or by very large majorities, desiring to introduce instrumental mnusie as an
aid in leading the piaises of the congregation; that further, of the forty-
three sessions making returns, thirty-four dipprove, eight approve, and
one declinies to give a deliverence.

A discussion ensued which was prolonged through several diets, in the
course of which the following motions were brought forward witlh the view
of disposing of the question :

1. Moved by Rev. Mr. Middlemiss seconded by Rev. John Fraser,
That the Synod having heard and considered the returns to the overture

from Knox Churcli, Montreal, anent the use of instrumental musmic in
Public Worship, find that a majority of Presbyteries are, though on vari
ous grdunds, opposed to the grantigof the prFyer of the said overture, anid
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therefore refuse to grant the same ; and after full consideration of the
subject, declare that the use of instrumental music in Public Worship is
contrary to the principles and immemorial practice of this Church and is
not to be permitted in any congregation connected therewith : And further,
the Synod cannot refrain from expressing regret that, notwithstaiding re-

.peated recommendations, so little interest is taken generally with a view
to the improvement of the service of praise in public worship, and again
urge on Kirk sessions and congregations to consider their iesponsibility in
the matter, and to be at pains and expense with a view to the improvemàt
of this important part of public worship.

2. Moved by Rov. Dr. Irvine seconded by Rev. Mr. Melville,
That the Synod baving heard the Report of the Committee on the remit

of last year anent the overture and memorial of the congregation of Knox
Church, Montreal, on instrumental music, and finding that five Presby-
teries, aud respectable minorities in some of the other Presbyteries are fa-
vorable to the prayer of the memorial, therefore the Synod resolves,

That it is inexpedient to fc.rbid the privilege of instrumental aid in publie:
praise to such congregations as may unanimously or by large majorities
wish the same.

3. Moved by Rev. John Laing seconded by Rev. Dr. Ormiston,
Whereas although from the returns of a majority of Presbyteries of this

Church, it is manifest that in their opinion "liberty to employ the aid of
instrumental music in conducting Divine Worship in their Churchea should
not be granted to congregations ;"1 nevertheless it does not appear that that
majority affirms the use of instrumental music to be unscriptural.

Whereas also opposing opinions are strongly held within this Church as
to the expediency both of using instruments as an aid in the service of
praise, and of allowing themto be thus used in any congregation of this
Church.

Whereas further to use instruments in connection with the worship of
G od or to allow their introduction is a departure from the present practice
of this Church as hitherto understood.

Therefore resolved :
1. To declare that the use of instrumental music, as an aid in the service

of praise is sanctioned by Scripture, and ls net inconsistent with the stand-
ards of this Church.

2. That though the general introductions of organs into our Churches is
not expedient nor desirable, chiefly in view of the strife and divisions
which thus might be engendered ; and the liability, through an improper
use of the instrument, of interfering with the general singing of Ldngrega-
tions ; nevertheless the use or disuse of instrumental music is an aid in
the service of praise, ought not to be made a terni of communion in the
Church of Christ.

Il. With the view of protecting christian liberty of conscience and wor-
ship, and at the same time observing regularity of ecclesiastical precedure
in making a change which affects the worship of the Church, to send down
this deliverance to Presbyteries and Sessions in terme of the Barrier Act.
-Proposing that the Synod grant' liberty to congregations to use instru-
mental music as an aid in the service of praise srbject to the following
regulations -

1. That congregations already organized and not in connection with thia
Church, which have bcen wont to use instrumental music as an aid in the
service of praise, may be received into this Ch- rch without giving up such
use of instrument.

2. That congregations to be hereafter organized may be permitted to use
instruments as aide in the service of praise, provided that intimation of
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ench intention has been given at the time of the organization af such con.
gregations.

3. That Kirk sessions of congregations already in this Church may in-
troduce an instrument, where after due notice and opportunity to object
having been afforded to menibers in full communion, the congregation is
unanimous ; the unanimity being manifest by the absence of formal pro-
test taken when the resolution to introduce the instrument was adopted.

4. That in c.es where there is not unanimity, but where a large major-
aty of the members in full communion are ii favour of introducing an in-
strument, this rnay be done, with the knowledge and consent of the Pres-
bytery of the bounds; provided always, that violence is not thereby done
te the conscience of such as cannot enjoy gospel ordinances without leav-
ing the communion of this Church, rior the harmony of the congregation
imperilled.

5. That as te regulate the service of praise belongs Drimarily to Kirk
sessions, these courts be instructed to take order in accordance with the
above regulations and particularly te see that the tunes and :nusic used ia
publie worship be such as will not interfere with general singing, or other.
wisc affect the becoming solemnity of spiritual worship.

6. That Presbyteries be instructed te take order that these regulations
be observed.

4. Moved by Rev. Mr. Kemp, seconded by Rev. Mr. Cochran3,
That the whole question of the use of instrumental music as an aid in

conducting the public worship, be left to the discretion of congregations,
subject te the ordinary review of the Courts of the Church.

5. Moved by Rev. A. Wilson, seconded by Rev. Mr. Lowry,
Whereas, a majority of Presbyteries disapprove of the overture anent

the use of instrumental music in the worahip of God, therefore :
Resolved-That the said overture be now rejected, adherence te the

stanlards and uniform practice of this Church in the manner of praise
affirmed ; and that Kirk sessions emd congregations be strongly recom-
mended to use ail proper means in their power to cultivate sacred music,
that they may join stil! more harmoniously in this delightful part of God's
worship.

6. Moved by Rev. Mr. McDonald, of Clinton, seconded by Rev. Mr.
Scott, of London,

That the majority of Sessions and Presbyteries having declared against
the permission to use musical ins4truments in the publia worship of God,
the Synod decide in accordance therewith, and declare it inexpedient to
discuss the subject further.

7. Moved by the Rev. T. McPherson, seconded by Rev. D. Inglis,
That the Synod having heard the Report of the Committe on returna

from Presbyteries and Sesssions to the remit of Synod, aent Instrumental
Music, as brought before the Court last year, by, overture and memorial
from Knox Church, Montreal, find that a majority of Presbyteries, for
various reasens, are opposed te granting the prayer of the memorial, and
that there are diversities of views on the subject in question among the
members of this Church, that no amount of discussion in present circumn-
stances would be likely te harmonize ; therefore,

Resolved-That with ail due regard te conscienlious convictions, as 'well
as te christian liberty and the right of private judgement, this Sytîod de-
clines to sanction, by Synodical authority, the use of instrumental music
in the Worship of God ; and therefore refuses te grant the prayer of the
inenorial ; at the same time recommending ail parties te exorcise chris-
tian forbearance towards the views and conscientious practices of those
who think diffe-intly from the majority on this and ail kindred subjects.

S. Moved by Rev. Mr. McLaren, seconded by Rev. Mr. Waters ;
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Tho Synod having coisidered the returns from Presbyteries and Ses-
sionis on the overmre of Kuox Church, Montreal, in reference to the in-
t.rductionl of inistruiental music into the siervice of praise, and finding
that a imajority of Preshyteries and a still larger proportion of the Ses-
sions dechne to urant the liberty craved.

Therefore, Resl-That the 'Synod, without pronolncing the use of
instruenetal music in public worship inconsistent either with the word of
God or the standards of this Church, having respect to the peaceand unîity
of the church, ind to the importance, in a matter of such moment, to give
fuil nime for the careful consideration of a proposai, affectiig a long estab-
Iisihed usage of worbhip in the denominatio,-dccline to grant the prayer
o)f the overtmlle.

9. Moied by the Iev. Dr. Wiilis, seconded by Rev. J. McTavish:
That, having considred the reports on the remits to Presbyteries and

sesssions, on the sub ject of the use of instrumtntal music li the worship
of God, te Synod fiiids that a large majority disapprove of granting the
prayer iof the mimoiiai before the hone ; anid thar, thougli a variety of
of sentiment is asceitaiied to exist, tlhroughlouit our congregiations, the iii-
troduction of a piactice so alilen froin .Presbyterian usage, and to unknown
to the chm ch geriaidly, for ages after Christ, vould be deeply oíeli>-ve to
inn;y con».ciecîies, and v:ndanger the present pence aid unity of this church.
The Syniod do thierefe)u e decline to give the sanction asked ; and gratified
at the respect so far already evinced by the cnegations, themiselves
favourable to tw jin-actice referred to, to the authority of the Courts of
the eh:rch, wculd ea mestly urge on such conîgregations to have continued
rgard to hse generai interuests of order and peace, which we doubt not,
tley. in ceioiuim with the Synod, appreciate as a duty of christiani fellow-

.hip,-more especially in a Presbyterian Church. The Synod, noreover,
synmpatlizinug % ith the honorable desire to improve the singinsg in our con-
4regations d earnestly recomnend attention to this part of the service of
the House of G o, s as to secure general concert in praise, with all due
care for the bonsoir of God, and edification of trie church, as well as defer-
ence to a well cultivated taste.

10. Moved by Dr. Jennings, seconded by Rev. W. Gregg,
That the overture on the use of instrumental music in worship be laid

on the table.
11. Moved by Rev. A. Tolmie, seconded by Rev. J. MeMillan,
The Eynod having taken up the returns from Presbyters and Sessions

anent the overture froin Knox's Church, Monîtreal, and finding from these
that the voice of the Church is against granting the prayer of said over-
tiire, agree to express no judgment in the meantime as to the scripturality
of the use of instruments in the public worship of God, yet believing that,
shîould Synodical action be given to the use, the peace and unity of the
Chui ch would he endanîgered : be it therefore resoived, that the prayer of
the overture be nîot granted.

12. Moved by Hon. C. Vidai, seconded by Mr. MeKay,
That the motion of the Rev. T. McPhersoni be aiended by striking out

all of the wordis "therefore resolved" and substituting the following:
" That the intronelction of instrumental musie as an aid in singing praise
to God in the publie worship of the congregations of this Church is an un-
necessary innovation upon its long established usage ; but that inasmuch
as it is not iuiscr iptuiral, the Synod cannot make a difference of opinion
or of practice lin respect thereto, a barrier against receiving congregations
iii which the practice prevails, nor authoritatively interfere with the chris-
tian liberty of coigregations to adopt the use of instruments of music
w.hen there may be unanimity or a near approach to unanimity in a con-
gregation in respect to its desirableness."

2,64
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13. Moveot in amendment by Rev. J. Watson, seconded by Rev. W.
Coulthart,

That the use of instrumental music in the w'orship Cf God, being rea-
sonable and scriptural, the Synod areoe to grant th- petition of the over-
turo subject to the prorisions of the Barrier Act.

The discussion having closed on the morning of Tuesday 16th, the
Synod proceeded to vote. In accordance with the standing orders tho
last aner.dinent was put in opposition to the one iiencdiately before it
uniitil all the aniendmuents were disposed of, wlhen the amendaient that car-
ried over the others was put against the original motion. The vote hav-
ing been taken, the anendnent of Dr. Jennings vas carried over the
other armcnduents and also over the original motion of Mr. Middleniss.
The last vote was for Dr. Jemnings' ainendmnent 128 ; for MUr. Middlemiss's.
motion, 56. The yeas and nays wero called for when 126 voted yea, and
31 nay. The motion of Dr. Jennings was then declared to be the decision
of the Synod, viz. : that the overture on the use of instrumental musie in
public worship be laid on the table.

FOREIGN fMISSION REPORT.

The Foreign Mission Report was called for on the evening of Monday
15th. The report was given in and read by Mr. M1cLaren, convener of
the committee. The report referred to the operations of the Church at
British Colmbia, Red River, and Saskatchewan. Under the charge of the
Rev. R. Jamiesonî, at Nanaimno, there arc 21 families who had contributed
$1679 towards the support of a pastor, and for the purposo of building. At
Red River Mr. Mathieson has been faithfully and successfully labouring
during the year, while the mission at Prince Albert, in the Saskatchewan,
under the care of W. Nisbet bas been successfully inaugurated. The re-
port referred to the means used to obtain the services of a uinister for New
Westniusoer, B. C., and another for the Red River Settemnent, and stated
that with the viev of directing the attention of students to the Foreign
Mission field, the Convener had, at the request of the comnittee, met
vith the studeuts of Knox College and addressed theni on the subject, the

result of which was that oe young mnan had inti mated his intention of de-
voting himself to Foreign Mission work. With refereuce to the duty of
eutering on more specifie efforts for the evangealization of the heathen
world, the report mentioned that attention had been directed to' China,
but recommended that the field should be left an open question in the
ieanutime. As to funds, the report stated that the balance at the beginning

of the year lad anounted to $4,809.16, the collections during the year had
amouuted to $4,381.18. The expenditure had been $5,790.25, leaving a
balance of $3,360.29

Mr. Nesbit, the Synod's missionary to the Indians in the Saskatchewan,
addressed the Synod at length, and gave various interesting details as te
the mission at Prince Albert.

There was taken up and read also an overture from the Session of Ers-
kine Church, Montreal, transnitted by the Presbytery of Montreal, set-
ting forth the duty devolving upon this Church to take up more extensively
and energetically the evangelization of the heathen. Principal Dawson
and Ir. Kerr were heard in support of the overture.

The Synod agreed te receive the .eport of the Foreign Mission Commit-
tee, and to refer the report with the overture on the subjct of Foreign
Mission3 te a small committee with instructions to report on the same to-
morrow.

The committee appointed reported at a subsequent diet to the effect that
the report of the Foreigu Mission Conmittee should be adopted by the
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Synod, and that in accordance with its recommendations the Synod agree
as follows:-

1. That the support of pupils in the schoel for tho Indian children at
Prince Albert be cordially recomnended to the attention and liberality of
Sabbath Schools and the youth of the Church.

2. That the Synod, while keeping in view the propriety of relieving the
Foreign Mission Cornmittee of the work in British Columbia and Red
River, do, in the meantime, authorize them to send missionaries to these
fields.

3. That the overture from Erskine Church, Montreal, be cordially ap-
proved, and the comniittee instructed to take the necessary steps for initiat-
ing af an early day an additional mission to the heathen.

4. That it be remitted to the Foreign Mission Committee to make such
inquiries as shall enable them to select the field to be oceupied, and take
such steps as may be necessary to excite a more general interest in the
work throughout the Church.

KANKAKEE MIsSIGN.

The report of the Committee on the Kankakee Mission was presented
on the evening of Tuesday 16th. The report was read by Rev. J. Scott,
Convener of the Comrnittee. The report referred to the work carried on
during the year atSt. Anne, and also at Kankakee, where there were about
50 families connected with the Church, and to the present arrangements
for carrying on the evangelistic and educational as wel as the pastoral
work. As to the funds the report stated that the receipts, through the
Treasurer of the Church, had been $3289, all of which hlad been expeuded
with the exception of $305.11. Other moneys had been received from the
Lower Provinces which had been spent for various objects in connexion
with the mission and approved of by the committee.

Mr. Chiniquy, the pastor of the French Mission Church at St. Anne,
Kankakee, (the founder of the mission) addressed the Synod with refer-
ence to the work under his inspection in Illinois.

The Synod agreed to receive the report on the Kankakee Mission, and
to appoint a coimittee to digest the report and bring in a finding to the
Synod.

At a subsequent diet the committee appointed presented a report re-
commending that the Synod adopt the report of the committee ; express
thanks to christian friends belonging to other denominations for their
liberal contributions during the year and earnestly solicit their continued
liberality-farther, that the Synod leave the matter in the hands of the
committee with instructions to conduct the mission with as much economy
as may be consistent with its efficiency, and that the proportion of Mr.
Chiniquy'ssalary to be paid by the congregation at St. Anne's be definitely
fixed by the coummittee. These recommendations of the committee were
adopted by the Synod.

COLLEGE IN MONTREAL.

The report of the College in Montreal was called for and was given in
and rend on Wednesday 17th, af the evening sederunt. The report was
given in by the chairman, Rev. Dr. Taylor, and, at his request, was read
by Rev. Alexander Young. The report referred to the means adopted for
,conducting the classes during last session, when the Board received the
declinature of Rev. G. P. Yonng to accept the profes.sorship. It stated
that during the session ten students had pursned their studies under Rev.
W. Gregg, of Cooke's Church, Toronto, for the first three months, and
under Rev. W. Aitken for the second part of the session. It referred to
the fact that on application to the corporation of McGill College, the,Col-

266



THE VAAADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 267

lege had been admitted to affiliation with that institution. With refer-
ence to the funds, the report stated that the amount received from the
endowment fund during the year was $8,776.85; for the ordinary fund
$1,215.14; and for the Bursary fund $242.45; and that through the
liberality of friends in Montreal eleven bursaries had been secured and one
offered for competition at the opening of next session. A paper transmit-
ted with the report communicated to the Synod the fact that at a meeting
of the Board held on the 13th, it had been agreed to recommend to the
Synod that the Rev. D. H. McVicar, of Cote Street Church, Montreal,
be appointed Professor of Theology,-Dr. Taylor and Dr. Irvine dissent-
iig from that recommendation. The report of the College Senate was
also read.

The Synod received the report.
It was then, on the motion of Mr. Clark, of Quebec, seconded by Prin-

cipal Willis,-Tlhat the recommendation of the College Board that the
Rev. D. H. McVicar be appointed Professor of Divinity in the Presbyter-
ian College of Montreal be accepted, and that the Synod do now appoint
the said Rev. D. H. McVicar.

It was moved in amendment by Dr. Taylor, seconded by Dr. Irvine-
That the Synod cause notices to be published in the organs of the Free
Church of Scotland and of the United Presbyterian Church in Scotland,
inviting applications to be made for the chair of Theological Professor in
this College by ministers of these Churches, or of the sister Churches in
England and Ireland, setting forth at the sanie time the peculiar claims of
the College, and the salary attached to the above office; such application
to be made in the first place to Professors Fairbairn and Eadie, end by
them transmitted to such persons in this country as the Synod may ap.
point.

It was moved further in amendment by Rev. J. L. Gourly, seconded by
Rev. R. McKenzie, that the Rev. W. Aitken, of Siniths' Falls, be ap-
pointed Professor for the College in Montreal.

On a division the motion of Mr. Clark was carried by a large majority,
and in accordance with the said motion the Synod appoitnted Mr. MeVicar,
of Cote Street, Montreal, to be Professor of Diviinity in the Presbyterian
College of Montreal.

Dr. Taylor, Dr. Irvine. and Dr. Edmondson wisied to have their dissent
marked in the minutes.

At a subsequent diet the Synod decided that the stipend of Mr. McVicar
should be S2OOO per annum. A committee was appointed to commnunicate
witi Mr. McVicar as to his acceptance of the office. The commnittee after-
wards reported that they had conferred with Mr. McVicar on the matter
of his acceptance of office ; but that lie craved time for consideration. The
Synod authorized the Presbytery of Montreal to take the necessary steps
for loosing Mr. McVicar from his charge and inducting him as Professor
of Divinity in the event of his acceptance of office ; and in the event of
his declining, the Synod authorized the Board of Management to make
necessary arrangements for conducting the classes during the ensuing
session. (Mr. MeVicar has intimtated his acceptance of the Professoiship.)

PSALMODY.

The Report of the Committee on Psalmody which was laid over froi the
previous meeting of Synod wastaken up, and occupied at different sederunts
a considerable share of the attention of the Synod.

It was moved by Mr. D. Inglis, seconded by Mr. Cochrane, that the
Synod baving considered the report and having had their attention direct-
ed to the Book of Psalms and Hymns for public worship, sanctioned by
the Synod of the English Presbyterian Church, agree to send tilia Book
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down to Presbyteries and Sessions, for their consideration, and that Pres-
byteries report to the next Synod.

It was moved in aiendmeut by Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Ross.
that the c-mîsideration of this subject be postponed till next year.

On a division the motion of Mr. Inglis was carried by a large mnajority.

REFERENCE FROM PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON, ANENT A COSGREGATION AT

ST. CATHERINES.

A reference from the Presbytery of Hamilton, anent an application froin
the First Presbytery Congregation of St. Catherines was biou...ht befole
the Synod, inquiring whether or not their use of an organ in condueting
public worship would be a bar to their admission into this Churcl, and
submitting the question for the action of the Church.

Extracts were read from the Minutes of the Presbytery of Hamilton,
and Dr. Ormiston and Mr. McColl were heard in connexion with the refer-
ence.

The following motions were brought foward on the subject.
1. It was moved by Mr. Lowry, seconded by Mr. Wilson as foÀlows

The Synod do not find that in the reference from the Presbytery of Ham-
ilton there is a positive application fron the First Presbyter ian Congrega-
tion of St. Catherines for reception into communion with this Church,
neither is there any statement in that reference to the effect that the stand-
ards of the Church were approved of by that congregation ; and that the
Presbytery of Hainilton bu instructed to give sucli reply to the applica-
tion.

2. It was moved by Mr. Middlemiss, seconded by Mr. D. Gordon, tlat
the Synod remit the case to the Presbytery of Hamilton to be dealt with
in accordance with the ries of the Church.

3. It was moved by Mr. Cross, secouded by Dr. Edmondson,--Sustain
the refereuce and declare that inasnuch as the use of instrumental music
is not a tern of communion in this Church, the Synod authorizes the
Presbytery of Hamilton to take the usual steps for the reception of the
First Presbyterian Churcl of St. Catherines into the fellowship of this
Church.

On a division, the amendment of Mr. Middlemiss was carried by a large
majority.

MARRIAGE WITH TIE SISTER OF A DECEASED WIFE.

At the meeting of the Synod in 1867, an overture transmitted through
the Presbytery of Paris was brought before the Synod, the object of which
was to have it declared by the Synod that the marriage of a inan with the
sister of his deceased wife is not contrary to the Word of God. The over-
ture was left over for consideration at the Synod in 1868. It was accord-
ingly brought forward ; but on a question as to the compctency of +he
overture in the particular form in vhilch it was presented, it was ruled that
it was not competent to entertain it. The same subject was brought up
ar.ew by an overture signed by a nunber of members of Synod, and was
discussed at great length, and we may add, with great ability.

Three motions were praposed for the disposal of this overture.
1. It was noved by Mr. McMullen, seconded by Dr. Edmondson,-

'Whereas, marriage with a deceased wife's sister has hitherto been forbidden
by the church, and treated as incestuous, and whereas in the opinion of
many learned and eminent biblical scholars in the Presbyterian and other
churches, such marriage is not forbidden in the word of God ; therefore
resolved, that Presbyteries be instructed to consider titis subject and
report to next meeting of Synod as to whether the law of the church on
this matter should not be so altcred as that the churci courts may be
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relieved of the respon-sibility of casting out of church fellowship on grounds
so nuch disputed, those who are so narried.

2. It was movoid by Principal Willis, seconded by Rev. W. Gregg :-
That having regard to tne importance of the subject brought before the
Synod, one on ivhich the Confession of Faith gives no uncertain sound, de-
claring (chap. 24, sec. 4), on scriptural grounds there referred to. .that
marriages within certain degrees of affinity, including the relationship of
a mai to the sister of his deceased wife are forbidden by the divine law,
and cai never be made lawful by any law of man, or consent of parties,
the Synod sees no suflicient ground for modifying the existing ecclesiastical
rule of its communion, in tiis particular which is also in harnony with
the civil law of Great Britain. But willing to treat with respect the
difficulties of some among whom questions have arisen as to the relevancy
or suffciency of the scripture grounds on wlich the prohibition of marriage
with the specific degree of aflinity brought under notice is held to rest,
agree to appoint a committee to give its consideration to the subject, -with
the viow of elucidating the scriptural basis of said law, and showing, as far
as may be, to parties aggrieved by our rules of discipline, that these do not
rest on slight or arbitrary grounds.

3. It was moved by MNir. D. Inglis, seconded by Mr. Andrew Wilson-
That the prayer of the Overture be iot granted ; and that the Synod
atiirmn the continued adherence to the declaration of the Westminster
Confession on the subject to which the Overture refers.

After very fuill discussion a division took place, when the amendment
by Mr. D. 1nglis was carried by a majority over that of Principal Willis,
and over the motion of Mr. McMillen by a vote of 49 to 37. On the
yeas and nays being called for, 52 voted yea and 37 nay.

DAY 0F TifIANKSGIVIN~G.

In accordance with an overture presented by Principal Willis and other
menbers, the Synod, recognizing the remarkable goodness of God in the
season of the year, reconnended to ail their congregations the observance
of the divine dispensation whether of mercy or cf judgnent; and author-
ized the Moderator, as he shall sece lit, to appoint a day of thanksgiving,
or call the congregations to this exercise, either at a time that nay be
appointed by the Civil authority, or nay appear likely to be concurred i
by other churches.

CASES OF APPE.L, &C.

Aithough happily there were fewer appeals before the Synod than on
previous occasions, still fio small portion of the timte of the Synsod was
zaken up in this way. The principal case was one of appeal front a decision
of the Presbytery of Ottawa, in reference to a iatter w hich had originated
in the Sessioni of Rams.ay.

The case, in which Miss Baird was the applicant, was first put into the
iantds of a comnittee, and was afterwards at length considered by the
Synud itself. The parties were all fully heard, and all the documents in
the case were read. The case was disposedi of by the appointment of a
snall coniÇission of Synod to proceed to Ramsay, with power to hear and
finally to issue the case. This motion was carried against a motion to
discuss the appeal, and against another to dismiss it as frivolous and
vexat1ous.

Two references were brought before the Synod by the Presbytery of
Cobourg. One of themn was anent the refusal of Mr. F. Andrews to liy
before the Session of Keene and Westwood a proposaIl fron the Pr-sbytery
to the efiect that the labours of Mr. Andrews be confined to Keene, and
that Westwood should be associated with Warsaw to fori a distinct charge.
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The other -was in regard te a complaint of certain members of the Session
of Keene and Westwood as te the refusal of Mr. Andrews to aign, as
Moderator of Session, a certificate of churcli membership te one James
Russell, and his preventing the question of granting such certificate to be
entertained by inetantly closing the meeting of Session whenever it was
proposed to enter on the consideration of the subject. Mr. Laing was
heard in explanation of the subject.

In both cases the Synod sustaned the scheme, declaring in the first case
that the action of the Presbytery was competent, and in the second case
instructing the Presbytery te proceed in the case according te the laws of
the Church.

An appeal of Mr. Andrew McLean against the finding of the Presbytery
of Guelph was deferred until next meeting of Synod.

EREcTION OF A NEW PRESBYTERY.

The Synod, on application transmitted by the Presbytery of Toronto,
agreed to divide said Presbytery, and te form a new Presbytery te be call-
ed the Presbytery of Simcoe, embracing the County of Simcce-with the
exception of the Township of Mono-and aise with the Townships of
Melancthon and Osprey in the County of Grey.

OENERAL ASSEMBLY.

On the subject of a General Assembly, the Synod appointed a Commit-
tee te take iminediate action te mature an act for the formation of a General
Assenbly, se that it may be in the hauds of Presbyt9ries with the view
of its being reported on at the next meeting of Synod.

SAB3ATH OBSERVANCE.

The Synod, in re-appointing the Committee on Sabbath Observance,
agreed te instruct said committee te take such stops as they may deem
necessary te arrest the desecration of the Sabbath by the running of trains
on the railroads on the day of Holy Rest, or in any other public manner ;
and at the same time empowered the Moderator te sign, in naine of Synod,
and forward any paper prepared by the committee fur the above purpose.

REPORTS OF VARIOUS COMMITTEES.

The Committees On the Finances of the Church, on Statisties, on the
Widows' and Orphans' Funîd, and the Fund for aged and infirm Ministers,
and on the Home and Foreign Record, presented reports which were all
satisfactory. The funds of the Church were all in asatisfactory condition,
and there was cause of thankfulness at the advance made in most of the
departments of the work of the church during the past year. The report
of the committee on the augmentation of stipends was submitted by the
Moderator, and in connexion with it a paper agreed upon at a meeting of
Eiders attending the meeting of Synod. The report was adopted, aud the
thanks of the Synod given te the Convener-the attention of Presbyteries
directed te the suggestions therein contained, and a committee appointed
te watch over the matter, te aid Presbyteries in regard te any visitation
that might be deemed necessary, and generally te prosecute the work in
connection with them.

The recommendations contained in the report were as follows
1. That Presbyteries should follow the movement by making special in-

quiry as te the result of the same in every particular congregation visited.
2. That Pre.sbyteries should at some suitable time during the year take

special cognizance of the nature of stipend. se as te secure the regular
payment of the saine, and that arrears be net allowed te accumulate.



-THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 271

3. That Presbyteries should see that in every congregation within their
bounds there existG a regular organization for the collection of the various
funds of the church.

4. That if the Synod see fit, a committee might be appoiited to watch
over the whole subject, aid Presbyteries, &c.

STATED COLLECTIONS.

The Synod ordered that in all congregations in which there is no organ-
ized plan or association for raising money for the schemes of the church,
collections be taken up for the several schemes as follows :-

1. For the Syniod Fund...........,.........on 3rd Sabbath of July.
2. For the Widows' Fund, &c.............on 3rd Sabbath of September.
3. For the Kankakee Mission.....,.........on 3rd Sabbath of November.
4. For the Home Mi--sion Fund............on 3rd Sabbath of December.
5. College contributions,-not take them..................31st January.
6. Foreign Mission.............................on 3rd Sabbath of March.
7. For Frenoh Canadian Missionary Society, recommended for such

time as may be found most convenient.
TRANKS.

The Synod cordially agreed to record their thanks to Accommodation
Committee ; to the Trustees of Erskine Church ; te the rnembers of the
Church and other friends in Montreal ; to the Railway Companies and to
the Proprietors and Editors of the Hera'd and Daily Witness ; also to the
Young Men's Christian Association and the Mercantile Library Associa-
tion, for the kindness and courtesy which had been shown to the Synod by
these bodies respectively.

CLOSE.

The business being finished, the Moderator, after a brief address, de-
clared the Synod closed, called another Synod to be held in the City of
Hanilton, and within McNab Street Church there, on the Tuesday after
the first Sabbath in Jane, 1869. After singing a portion of the 122Lid
Psalm, the Synod was closed with the Apostolic BenedicLion.

FREE CHURCH ASSEMBLY.

The greatquestion before the Assembly was the subject of union. The discussion
was carried on with great ability. The two motions were proposed, first one
by Dr. R. Buchanan, which may be called the union motion, and an amendment
by Dr. yulius Wood, which had for its special object the maintenance of Free
Church principles as brought out in the Disruption struggle. The division was
427 for Dr. Buchanan's motion and 105 for Dr Wood. The report on the
Sustentation Fund was favourable, and for the first time the equal dividend
gave £150 sterling to each minister. In connexion with the election of Pro-
fessors for the New College, Edinburgh, a good deal of interest was felt by the
members of the Assembly and others. The result was that Rev. Mr. McGregor,
of Paisley was elected to the chair of Systematic Theology, and Rer. Dr. Blaikie
to that of Apologetics. The Missionary repoits were interesting and encourag-
ing, although Dr Duff the earnest and eloquent Convener of the Foreign Mission
Committee was not present. Deputations from several churches, British,
Foreign, and Colonial were present. Dr. Burns addreszed the Assembly at
soine length, entering fully into the state of Presbyterianism in Canada, as did
also the Rer. J. M. King of Gould Street.

The income of the church for its various objects during the year was £395,-
554 12s. 4d.

A special meeting of Assembly was held on the 17th June, for the discussion
of the Irish Church question. A motion in favour of the withdrawal of endow-
mente was carried by a large majority.
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SYNOD OP UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIT.
The United Presbyterian Synod met in Edinburgh on the 1lth May. Tche

question of union occupied a prominent positioi at the meeting, and was dis-
cused li an excellent spirit. The general feeling was strongly in fav'our or
union. 'l he Synod in England is allowed to hold a conference with the Pres-
byterian Chureh in England to comgider the question of a separate union. This
natter is one. however, of some difliculty. The account of the position of the

various funds of the clurcb was very satisfactory. 'lie total congregational
incone for 1867 was £265,561, and the total income frotn all sources was
£28.305 16s. I Id. The stipend fund for the last year was £103.4c5. upwards
of £3000 more than the preceding year. The number of communicants is
176,391, being an accession of about 1500 during last year.

Notices of the General Assenhly of the Irish Presbyterian Church, and of
other Assemblies and Synods on this side the Atlantic are delerred.

MONEYS RECEIVED UP TO 30-ru JUNE.

SYNOD PUND.

ch;cago ..................... >7
Ym k Mils..... ............. 2
Engli.h Settlnciit. .... 7
Ayltuer and Nccepean .......... 3
iuNeN h. ...................... 3

cukle'ek Hill................5
A erst l ...............
'cat tope ................... 6

Homu MISSION.

Sprincville .................. 13
Camden East ................ 9
Streetsville . ................ 22
Niillhank ................... 6
Nuttawasaga ................ 14
NeNab...................... 4
N. Pe!lhan, (less di-)........... 6
St. Marys. (hss dis) ........... 37
Amberct Isfil ............... 2
Norman Bain, Toronto ......... 1
Quiebec...................... 85
Orangeville and Moto Mils .... 59

KNOX COLLEGE.

Spri-gville .................. 10
btet:#-tsville .................. 13
Ciicago ..................... 21
Nottawvascga ................. I11
Galt. K nx's.................,223
Scouthampncîcto:n and Arran (less <is) 8
'T11 (l: s diz.) ................ 3
A-htibli and Huron ........... 52
Arhect Island............ 2
Port Hope.......... ...... 20

FRENCU CANADIAN MISSION.

Springville ........ ......... 6
Chicago, for pupil ............ 3
Aylmner and Nepean ........... 7
Luchme, lenry's Chî., (less dis). 11
lugersoll, !:'iskine Ch. for pupil. ô

FORmoN MIss11Y.
20 1 Ccte St.. Monreal, Bible Class.. 30

Springv;le .................. 13
.i\ontreal, Cote Street ......... 138

<0 Nottawas.1ga.,................ 5
0 Duccbartnotn......... 2 2

011 A viccer anl Nepeanu........... 2
0l) l-nceestown S. S. (Mr. Nisbet) . 3
00 W rcxîcter.................... 8

Lisciel .......... .......... 4
Lagcuite, liery's Ch. (less diA). Il

0' L.iecute, Hcenry's S. S. (less dis) 4
0) St. Joseph Street, Montreal S. S.
25 for Mr. Nisbet............ 20
00 St. Joseph Si., Montceal S. S.,
(00 Red River............... 201
00 Amlerst Island... ........ 2

1 Port Icpe................... 8
Normau Bain, Toronto......... 1

<0
EANRAErE MISSION.

46P

51
0*)

00

Ci f
67
16

51
dis

00

(tg)
00
0)
00

M rtintown and Williamstown.. 10 00
chicago ..................... 10 80
Ainlevville, Cranbrook & Walton 11 uu
McN.n .................... 4 O0
Wn. Miller, Lochiel .......... 10 001
Fi icudq La Moinctal, per T. Sy-

mington ................. 100 00
Quebec....................... 36 00

WIDows FUND.

Springville................... 6 00
Cicg ....................... 14 40
Ymk Miii................... 2 50
Aylner ncod Nepean........... .4 ()0
Vaukcck Hill ............ , . 5 oc
Port Hope.. .......... ..... 10 00

Wit.h rates from Rev. J. lackie; Rev.
A. Grait; 1ev. J. Irvine ; lcv. J.
Duff ; Rev. A. Cros; Rev. J. L.
Gouray ; Rev. S. C. Fraser.
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