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We beliete it may be affirmed a~ a general und
well known fact, that @ majority of the advucates of
the voluntary systemn are to be found in the ranks
of what is termed the liberal party, and that they
conceive in their advocacy of this systein, they are
following out the aims of that party. In this, n.
our apinion, they err.  We also are liberals.  We
believe that the reign of feudality is over, and that
the traces of its existence wilt gradually be ublite
rated ; that consequently the hopes of humamty
centre on the trinwph of the people, on the nss
in mors! and intellectual worth, and on the ult
mate ascendancy which is the tnevitable conse
quence of their possession of these. To the fur
therance of the sacred canse we would cheerfully
<ontribute to the ntinust of our ability in any way
thatour humble abilities might be useful.  Farther

til), we will say, that at the present moment, from
nany causes, chiefly as it scemns to us, from the
apid progress in recent years of science and act,
--iepegple have outgrown their institutions, and that

-8e are often couslrainmg, cumbrous, sud need-

ing reform, to suit them to the actual condition of
the elements of society. But while we willingly
o thus far, we will not consent to take another
step to which the etforts of some reformers would
needlessly pressus. These feel the defects of ex-
sting isutotions, but seem to feel these alones
tlence their ery—amway with them.?  We protest
agamst being hurned on to any such measuress
We do not think that refarm 1= synouymaus with
destruction, or hberty with lawlessness. On the
contrary, we would be, not only for amending, but
tor extending our social wstitutions. [t seews to
us that as society still advauces, as capital still
vurther acewmulates, as laud becomes more valua«
ble, as commmues become more telectualy
and better able to appreciate the benefits of gene-
ral untont i carrymg vn schemes that tend to the
zaod of the whole, or of great classes, aud sec-
uons; o must vur social arrangements and ma-
chinery becoine both mure extended, and more
comphcated. Some men seem to beheve tnat
our energies are cramped by great natwnal futms
and institutions. Their idea of liberty seems to bey
a power to break through these, and burst away
from their pressure, as the pupilio escapes from ita
envelope, and emeiging 1nto a new element flut-

.
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ters free from flower to flower, from sweet to|be well fitted, and aptly joined, and capable of sus-

sweet.  We have no such extravagant, such erial
cxpectations, If the reuder will pardon the com-
parison, we should say, that our condition more
resembles some of the crustaccous tribes. "The
lobster we know has a thick and a heavy shell, and
one, which, as he lives and thrives, at length be-
gins to fetter and coutine, and would at last squeeze
him to death, Ilc is therefore occasivnally cutipel

led to reform matters, and, though at risk of life, to
throw off his case and give room to his hmbs.
But wise instinct is too strong with him to let hun
think of remaining in this free and shelless conds

tion: he feels that this is not the life for hun, and
retreats to some shelter, nor 13 at case il another
shell incases him, larger, thicker, and therctore
heavier than the former; but which is nevertiweless
necessary to give strength to his moving powers,
and security to his existence. A stmlar necessity
seems entailed on the social condition of man.
Winle man is man, universal expericnce demon

strates that it is essentiil to the safety and even
tu the existence of society, that it be encumpassed
by a great frame work of institutions, which wiglt
be called burdensome, were it not necessary fur
its well being and security. Ve cannot thercfore
Join with those, who, because they think—and
perhaps traly think—they perceive great defects
{n existiug national churches, would therefure have
i} national churches abolished, or, becruse some
evils can be traced to the union of church and
state, proclaim that these ought never to be nni-
ted. We think that such sweeping assertions
bear on the face of them a presumption of bewng
erroneous. They are contrary to the general prin-
ciple guiding us to socil amelioation—reform.
not destruction. They are false as to the particu-
lar case. As religion is a necessary element m
the existence of civilized may, it must make a ne
cessary part of the frame of society in every civil-
ized communty, Religious institutions and esta
blishments will grow out of, and along with, every
civilized community. They may grow symmetriclly
with the greatstem, a part of it, giving aud reces

ving strength and harinony as they nse andspread
together, or standing out from it, unshapely and
cumbersome, exposed to be severed by sume pass

ing blast, to the ruin of trunk and oftshoot. Asit
can never be a matter of indifference to the com-
munity how these things are arranged, we main-
fain that when government or people have the
power of modelling the religions frame-work, so
as to suit it to exisling circumstances, they nngh

tily err if they neglect the opportunity. They
have indeed only to do with the frame work, bat,
it is exceedingly important that that frame work

taunng the fabnic. It 13 surely the interest of every
commumty to provide religious instruction for «ll
its members. It is ns interest that the mmsters
of religion have a competent education, and that
they be so paid and mamtained that they hase
neither the temptations of wenlth or poverty to
struggle agamst, buty witheut fluttering the pass.
wus of either lugh or luw, be prepared to devote
their whole energies to the sacred cause 1 winch
they enguge.

Shortly to speak, we are oursclves voluntaries;
buty, weare sy stematic voluntanies, So far from be-
g opposed to what 1s called the voluntary sys.
tem, we beheve, that, as rehynion must have an
enistence 1n evéry civilized eommumty, so that ex-
1stence imust ge voluntary,  We believe that every
civilized commumty must m somehow will to sus-
tain an estabiistunent for thie mawntenauce of reli.
gion—that tlus1s & necessity of 1ts existence, asa
civilized society—but we assert that tins will ought
10 be exerted 1n a systematic form; and that they
who aflirm that the whole community, though
willing to support relizion, ought not as a comuy-
nity to give 1t ths support, would 1mpose on usa
prnciple false in theory, meflicient, injurious, and
daagerous in praclice.

\We are aware that, as a reply to facts and reas-
olngs un Uns subject, 1t is usual to refer to the
cxample of the Umted Siates. We have no ob-
jection. In the history of that people we have an
example ol systematic voluntarvism, and of un-
systematic—of a comnuniy willing as a body to
establish rehigion, and earry g the will into act.on,
aud of other cominumtes, not so umting for tins
purpose. The fathers of New Bugland crossed
the wide Atlantic for these western wilds, for the
express purpose of theee establislung thew rels.
aion, and they succeeded in their object.  As ther
abodes spreadalong each streanr, and thronghou:
cach valley, rehgion was settled with them. It was
a dhstinctive feature of their polity, that provision
shuuld be made for its support, and care taken that
every member of the conununity should be traed
up in the knowledge and practice of its precepts,
In the other sections of the territory now forming
the umon, nosuch purpose was carried iuto effect.
They trusted to unsystematic voluntaryistn, Here
then the expenment has been tried—let us look
at the results.

Whocever knows new England, knows that its
sopulation are a church provided and church-go-
ing people. Umiversal testunony tells us that m
pomt of moral character they excel. It is appa-
reat, that in other respects, their social condition
must surpass their neighbours, for, under their
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CLERGY RESERVE QUESTION, 71

manogement & comparatively barren territory 1s
the richest, mast populous and feurstung w the
union. It must be conceded also, that, as you re
cede from these states, aml advance to the west
and south, you find the eaternals of rehgon less
apparent, the grossness of immorality more evi-
dent, and even the develupement of the natural re-
sources of the territury less complete.  These un-
demable results require uo cununent,  Bat, b s
gaid the opimon of the people of the United States
themselves, is in favour of what you call unsyste-
matic volumaryism ; and they must be the best
judges of what 15 most advautagewus for them-
selves. We acknowledge the fuct, but deny tue
conclusion., Whoever is acquainted with the course
of public opiwton in the United States, will see
that there are two circemstances sufficiently ac-
counting for the predonnnance there, of what 1s
called the voluntary privaiple.  In the first place
thetr national vanity.—those exultant feclings that
naturally arise with the consc.ousuess of the fresh
energies of national youth—inspire them with a
persuasion that theirs is the best pussible combition
of humanny—thatr whatever &3 with them is right.

Now at the time of their decluration of mdepen- |

dence, the volumary system was the general sys-
tem. It therefore naturally became the unversa)
system.  But, agam, the tendency of all therr po-
litical movements has been to give predvnnnance
to what way be termed ultre demwuocrauie views
and principles.  They concerve noty that liberty 1s
to be preserved and perpetuated by the wereasitg
power and sway of the mural princsple throughuut
the commemty, rendecing st possible fur man to
trust man sull more and more, asthe cumplications
of suciety render such confidence mure necessars ;
but that thewr only satety cousists in trusting no
man, and making the whole movement and mechan-
ism of their polity depend on the immediate will of
the ymmediate majority.

We thiuk this prineiple erroncous. We thumk
events show that itis so. Wetrust it 1s s0: foru
adintted, it would put a speedy hunit to any great
ameliorations in the condition of civihizedman,  But
having been adopted it is a natural consequence that
1t should be carried out through the whole socii
system, rehigious as well as poltical. It s also
tobe considered that the adoption of any general
principle of the sort generates a practical aptitude
in working onitin all cases. This is especially
observable in the present instance. No where wili
you find a set of peaple so ready to combiue for
carrying into effectany object of geueral and 1m-
mediate interest as the population of the United
States,  The general interests of religion partake
of the advantages of this national apuitude for

combmation, and without any generel organized
system, are usuully provided forin @ manner which
tL were in van to hope for in any other nation, were
they m this matter to be given up to the mere
promptings of popular impalse.

1o 50 lur, therefore, as in the history and condi-
uon of the United Srates we can trace effects to
causes, it sooms to usthat the evidence is decided-
Iy 1 fuvour of the state syctematically providing
tor the support of religion, instead of leaving to
aceniental individual efforts what, it is the general
persuasion, 1s the duty of all to provide for,
‘I'he contrary method lias not yet had time to work
out ailits effecte 5 but, in so far as we can see, it
15 far, from producing the same degree of good,
ad there 18 reason o fear that evils one day to
becowe apparent are now growing out of it,

As we conceive therefure that it is the duty of
the state w all mmstances to see that the religious
wants of the people are provided for, so we think
tius a duty mcumbent on all who legisiate for this
Province—the general principle uecessarily includes
Use particular case.  The contemplation indeed of
ithe particular case presses home on us very forci-
biy the propriety of the geuneral principle. The
mother country conceives herself bound to uphold
and protect the infant communities she settles in
so many ditferent regions.  She spares not blood
or treasare 1 defenhing their nights, or redress-
wg their wrongs.  Suchacourse 1s worthy of her.
T'he cost 1s indeed great, but it is by a disregard
of such nnwmediate sacntices, that her greatness
ihas procecded, and the world gwves her credit for
purswing n tns matter the path of true policy.
Now winle she thus unhesitatingly runs, in this
matter, to the expense of millious to secure the
existence of these embryo siates, is it not wone
derful that she should svmetimes hesitate to con-
tnibute an amount, comparatively inconsiderable, to
ensure the permanent growth among these of an
elauent of that existence, winch, merely political-
ly speahing, 1s so essential to its bappiness and se-
curilyy as teligion proves itself to be.  She setiles
uer sunsiar trom ther fatherland amid pathless
wouds and by lunely waters, and though the whole
course of her pohicy 1s based on the notion that
ey will grow up to a resemblance of their ances-
tnrs, she takes no care that they be supplied with
that which was essential to the growth of all that
was great and eanobhing in the bosoms of thesetheir
ancestors.

We onght now to speak of the mode in which
:hie state should proceed in making this provision
so that 1t may be cffective and not liable to abuse.
We perceive however that toattempt here to trace

out general principles would protract our observas
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272 CLERGY RESRRVE QURSTION.

tiong to an inconvenient length, and will therefore
merely state what in the partienlar case ought, a-
jtseemns to us, before this to have been duney and
what onght now to be done by thuse who legslote
for Canada.

From what lasbeen previously said it scems to
us, that it wus the duty of Great Britain to pro
vide the means of religions wstruction o the col
onists whom she settled in these provinces. I
also geetns tv us, that she ought, for this purpose,
to have employed the services of’ the two national
churches, aud that, if, atter a fuir trial of them,
they were found in~apable ot discharging the of
fice, it would have been her duty to cmploy any
other instrmnentality, not incousistent with her
protestant character.

She did early enzage, or enieavour to engage,
by every reasomable euncouragenient, the services
of the church of Bugland in thus great work. To
guch of the clergy of that church as would enter
on the arduvus, doubtless, but glorious labour ot
missionaries to the wnfant province, she gave the
countenance of the government of the coluny,
and afforded an ampls provision agamst pecuma
ry want. Besides what their flucks imght contri
bute, £200 sterling wassecured to each unssiona

ry of that church. Unfortunately, for a long pe
riod, these her eflorts had but very partial success. |
1t is inreference to these tumes, that Dr, Strachan |
wag wont to complam of the difficulty of inducing
gentlemen of education 1o lewve the comfurts of
England, and enceunter the privations of a Cana-
dian wilderness. The consequence was thst they
who had dispersed throngh this wilderness to give
to it the beginmngs of ferulity and cwvthzation,
neither saw nor heard of the church of England,
and what her misgionaries night have accomphish

£d, had they come amons them, was unkuown. It
was also unfortunate, that, to supply tiuc want of
Enghsh missionanies, a system of proselytizing
from other churches was adopted by winch to fill
herranks. Onthissubject we may refer to the evi-
dence of the Rev, Croshie Morgell, chaplam to the
Bishop of Quebec, grven before the committee of
the House of Commons, on the civil government
of Canada 14th June 1828. ¢ Question. Isthere
any difficulty in procuring persons to serve as cler-
gymenin Canada, who have been educated in the
doctrines of the church of England? Answer.
Certzinly. I should say there is difficulty in pro-
curing them in Great Bntamn. Q. Is not thatthe
reason why they have been wduced to take so ma

ny pereons into the service «f the church who
have been formerly belonging to other denomina-
tions of christians? A. When a nussica becomes

vacant, it is very desirgble to fl1 it up as quickly ag
pussible, and if wewere to exelude u)) who have not
seen regularly educate : i England, we should
wve to wait ~everal months, and 'n the mean time
sectarinns would come in and perbups disperse the
eangregation, Q To what circumstance do you
artribute the cessation of go any ciergymen from
heir own church, and their conversion to ours,
A. I must hope they are the purest motives, but
[ cannot dive into men’s thonghts———." Con-
eurning with Mr Morgel! in our hopes it wmust no-
vertheless be admitted that this circumstance, in
conjanction with the conduct of promnent wndi-
viduals thus brought over to her, has had great ef-
rect i giving a character of worldhiness to the
English Churchy of which it is to be hoped she s
smdeserving, but wnich has been greatly injurions
to her usetulness o the | nd. It is only of late
years, that herclergy have really spread themselves
throngh the country; and we bhelieve it will appear
hat the nnmbers of her real adherents, make but
a small proportion of the population of the colony

As to the Church of Scotland the uubappy po-
licy of the state hus rather been tu discountenance
than to encourage it. It is unuecessary to reming
the readers of the E xaminer of what pnvileges this
cruelly injudicious policy lhas deprived us, what
grievous privations it has inflicted, what mghty
evils it bas entailed on us. Had the same encour-
agement been given to missionaries from our
churel), as from that of Englaud, or even far more
wmoderate encourugement, there cannot be a duubt,
10 one acqua:nted with the particulars of these
fimes, that there would from the first have
been an abundant supply of our clergy to munister
to the spiritual necessitics of our countrymen
throughout the province. To what extent their
wnniotrations might have been acceptable among
athers than those onginally belonging to therr
churchy how far they nught have succeeded n
supplying the religious blank which the province
lung presented, and yet, unhappmly 10 so muy di-
tecliviis coulinues tu present, are questivns ot
now to be satisfuctonly answered.

All must at least admit that a deficiency go
much to be lamented would thus in a great degree
have been supplied. Meanwhile religious bodies
not connected with ¢ither establishmsnt have la-
boured n tins field with zeal and with success. Of
these the Methodists have been most prominent in
sheir exertions, and most successfu! also. In the
uumber of theiwr congregations and ministers, and
w the amount of their annual coninbutions for re-
hgious purposes, they exceed, and we should con-
cewve in the number of their real adherents, they
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equalany other denomination of christians, Hence
because vne of the national churches was incom-
petent to the labuur; because, as we perhaps think
anuther was tot encouraged to engagein the work,
nay was held back from st—us, us otners may con-
ceive, becuuse shie too was not lully competent tu
jt—_there are uctuully estubhshed among us various
protestant charches, huving o stronyg and a just
clunn on the alfections ol the people, Inune sense
we sumewhat regret tins circamstunce.  We had
ruther, we treely contuss, tnat the whole ground
had been occuped salely by the two recugmsed ex-
tablishments. Buatus that was not to be, we re-
Jjorce that the vast voud these have left has been, in
s010¢ measure, sv well filled by others.  Brrotry
must wdeed have bhnded hrn, who s not sensible
of the vust wumount of guud that has resulted trum

sound standard of doctrine. Second!y~~thatit be re-
ully estabhshed i the heaits of u considerable bo-
dy ot the muubntants of the province.

T'he first pont would seem to be obtained by its
bemy required that t ¢ clergy of every rehigous
budy recugmzed by the legistuture,und provided for
by law, shonld subsenibe to the ductrines of the
ctiurch esthier « £ Eu_land or Scotlaad,us contumed
respectively w the aructes andeontesstons of taith,
1 su far a- these standards are strictly doctrinal
but not 1 any thing baving reference to church
govermnest.  We .o not conceve thut the mem-
bers ot any of the protestant sects now estsblished
w the pravince would object to this test of the
sanmdness of thetr dow e vievs, with the excep-
von of the Baptists.  We thmk that what relates
L sabaut bapusis ingiit be conceded to them as

the zealous and effective labours of the metiodis:s, tm't bewyg a matter el proiestants hold among
the seceding presbytenans,eud utlies protestantge- e esseatils of felinion; but weare not, we con-
nominations, whose energies have byen devoted to (feon vesy decidel on ths hiead, as any wnovation
the exteusive ficld of labour w tuch the wide-spread. | @ 883 Tule Corites sumetang o dunger wuhat,

ing settlemients of Upper Canada present to chris-

Tue uext punt would be gased by ws being re-

tisn zeal. Fellow labourers with them for neariy (guired of every religious body, clamnng tegisla.
halt'a century, sharing with thew the ivis,shanng (uve aidy thatstsuold silistaconly show thet aits
also with them the juys of the halluwed wark, tar yucwbers amoun ed - say tu wne twelits of the ag -
be it from the church of Scotla d to urge the le- jgregate nsber ol the vtuer proiestast sects, and
glslamre to alter the relative situation of parties, that ils coutnbutivns 1a support ob rehgon aiso
to place one workuun vver anuther,  OQur prinei (avunted o vue l=}cirl1‘ ot tiie general contribu-
ples—the principl_s we have in these pages advans  Lobs ot e rest of the protestant churcn 1o the

ced, forbid us to advucate any such weasore. Wiat (pruriice.

igin itsell good, what Las growa witn the growth,
what has gatliered streun:th wih the gathenng
strength of the pruviuce, vught Lo be encouraged.
It forns a part of the estabished order of thugs:
and this it 15 both wrong aid vam for the lepisla

tor to attempt to overtur, fuch an atiempt
recoilson lnmself. It is Jus part tu makhe the best
of what is reully established; provided it be not -
consistent with the general larimony of the whole.
Now there 13 pothing 1 the professiousy aud s U
standard of faith uof the protestant secis that bave
established theinselves w wais provitce, sinmcal o
the muintenauce of peace and vrder withu at, or
to 1ts advuace 1 general pruspeuty. In essentials
they all mdeed clusely resemvie one or other of
the national churches. We cunceive therefore
that it ought to be tike wmm of the legisluture 1o
form out of tnese a great provincial church—a
church which would ndeed huve subdivisious of
christiaus within ityconscientiously ditfeniug awmony
themselves in many matters of’ govermnent and :u
some puints of ductring, but protessing Lo agree,
and really agrecing, in the great fundamental s ¢
protestunt cunstmty.  For tne adimission of any
sect withun tlis body there woutd seea 1o be ouly
two things necessary. Firsti—that it adiiere to o

It secitis to us very evident that there
shiould be suine hinut to the nwaber of sccts to bo
admited, nor does thors seeat any othet practica-
a'e than tue relative propurtion which the pumbers
uf the aluicieats ol a particular sect, and the
w.oount Wit viey gonthibute bears to the general
sy of protestantisy withio the province. Uniess
some Huut be set by the legislatur, he must adung
every secthvwever inaiginticant i nuiwbersyue ivwe
everLittle substanaaldiversity tiere may bebetween
it and o herbolies. Such a louseuess of legisla-
nug wouldy as it s ey to us, be greatly inconve-
wient in the pracucal wurbiug ol asy plan, aud
would tend tuu wsucu to tusier Lugi restless spint,
prompting a very small party to vreak off from the
rehigious commuiity to which they have belonged,
on the must wsigmticant grounds which, as we
have linted, see.ns to have a tendency to spread
widely and injuriously under the voluntary system,
Supposing that vut of that rehigious bady, ga-
thered i thts wuy from these prunary elements,
wgnt to be formed by the legislator that efficient
rotestant church Whica 1t 15 Ins aum Lo establish;
e question wlich next anses s, how that real
fliciency s to be brought out and secured.
‘Po make teaching efficient unl saccessial two

aings are reqaustte,  Tie teacher must tho.
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roughly know and comprehend what he proposes WHAT 15 TOPERY?
tq tesch; and he must be heedfully listened to. This is an inquiry which ought to be discreetly

The first only of these requisites the legislator but earnestly PITOSGCllted by all who l.lave t'he tem-
can in this case partially secnre. The main point po.ral and‘ spiritual welfare of the 1'nhab1tants' of
—the rendering those who teach traly and derply this land sincerely at heart, anfi especially by those
themselves religious—lies not Within the sopr © ,th\ are called to bear rule either i the Church
human laws, Yet he can employ the means in s | O in the State. The true character and tendency
power, and s as culpable, it he neglect them, as pt Rux‘r.mmsm is qot to be learned by a superﬁcml
is a parent who neglects the religious sducatio u | MSPEEHION; aud with thg bulk.of pxtotestanl,s of the
of his child under the preteace, that that education | Present day, and especially in this country, the
will not suffice to make him religious, Now what stxbjecF, has lutherto scarce}y attracted the shg.htest
ever enlarges the mind, and gives areater scope attention, .a"“l ?here prevails an a.lmost tot.al igne-
and force to the moral, ntellectual, and reasoning rance and xf)dxﬁcrellce Tespgctmg it. The views a.nd
faculties, makes the man who is religious more teelings of our fo‘refamors in regard to the Popish
deeply so: enables him to trace out more clearly systr,tn')—at least in its influence on states fmd com-
the wonders, and to avoid entangling himself {n| Munities—are either forgotter{ or .cons\dered a8
the difficulties of religious truth; and vastly in hllghly gxaggerated and as ha'v!ng little or no ap7
greases his power of impressing his convictions | ¥ icability to.the present condition of society; and
onothers. On this account—on account of the in- thus popery is considered by multitudes of men ©

creased energy it gives to the intcllectual powers, all classes, 4including rulers and legislators, as al-
and the weapons with which it furnishes the chris- tost or altoggther as good and safe for the pur-
tian advocate, secular learning the study of the poses of cwil order, peace, and prosperity 88
Janguages and sciences, has ever been held by all any thing else, Tllat .thls is the state of opintont
gound thinkers to be a most desirable, if not an aud feeling on this subject to an alarming extent
essential part of the edncation of the prof‘cssinnal ml.mn-gSL us, 4w1U llél‘dly be doubted by any emne
divine. We conce ve therefore that it is the duty who is acquainted with our communiiy; and the
of the legislator to make such provisions as may proceedings of our legislature prove conclusively
gecure that the clergy whom he supports be a\LI}uL it IS‘SO' especially during last session, when
learnedbody. For this purpose we would propose bill was introduced under the highest colonial aus=
that & fit proportion of the annual appropriation pices, “f?d actually passed by the Legislative Coun-
Euﬂ‘&d by the province to each religions denomi- ¢il, placing the Roman Catholic priesthood on 8B
nation, should be devoted to the support of a col- equal f'“"i_"g with the most favoured protestant
lege to be under the superintendeuce of that parti- denominations,as to participation in the proceeds of
cular denomination ; that, in case this sum were the Clergy Reserves. Even in Great Britain it i8
jnsufficient, two or more different sects might umte only of late that public attention has been gener-
in support of a common institution. To secure ally and powerfully awakened on this subject, In
the cfficiency of these institutions in the secular the meuntime popery has been gathering fresh
departments of education 1t would be requisite that | Strengb. The heavy blow she recewed in the
they should be placed under the superintendence 01nd of th last century on the continent of Europe
of a general board qualified to exercise sucl super- from the infidelity to which she herself gave birtly
intendence, the constitution of which we shall af hias been almost recovered, and in every quarter of
terwards cunsider. After acertunperiod—say five the world she is putting forth unwonted energies
years from the commencement of the schemes be- at this moment. There ia therefore abundant rea~
ing put in operation, no clergyman should be ap- son ff)r directing general attention to the above
pointed as a minister in any of the churches who | 41€sHO with the view of furnishing something
had not gone throngh with credit the established towards an answer to this question. We have se*
course of general study. It would obviously be lected the following statements, which were made
altogether out of the legislator’s place to attempt ab the recent anniversary meeting of the Protest-
to dictate inany way as tothe particular course of ant Association in London, Lord Kenyon in the
divinity studies which the student for any church the f:hmr. We begin with an extract, showing
should pursue ; but a provision might we think the importance of the inquiry which we now urg®
with propriety be made as to the length of time to ono ur readers. .

be devoted by him to this exclusive object—per-
haps the term of three years might be a reasonabie
period.

“ Nobody said now a-days,” it was remarked
by the Rev. Dr. O’Sallivan, “ that the inguiry was
unnecessary, becanse the subject was an insigniﬁ‘
cant one, or becanse the church of Rome is obscuré

(To be eontinued.) or feeble in this country. From all sides accounts
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were heard of her increasing strenglh, of her en-
Jarged resources, of her bolder spitit of enterprise;
and there was a class of persons who objected o in-

uiry, not in the spirit of scorn, butotf fear. But
i thes would opén their eyes, they would see far more
to encourage than alarm them, provided they
honestly did their duty. It was quite (rue that
to whatsoever part of the world we turned our eyes,
we saw Romanism i a state of activity. He had
alluded to the stages through which Romanism had
already passed, and it was impossible to look to its
present aclivity, witkout seeing that it was making
preparation for some change more momentous
than any that had taken place yet. Romanism
was now endeavouring to provide iself organs by
which 10 exist in an atmosphere where there is tree-
dom of thought and inquiry ; and 1o prepare itsell
for such a state, it must cast away thought, and assi
milate itself to the cundition ol the times.  Dwt
would Romanism continue in such a state? It <he
gain the power, will she not impose heavier feters
than were ever imposed on buman yeason, when she
sees it 10 longer nesessary to accomunudaie hersell
to circumstances ? BEveryvhere veried manifest .
tions of activity and even of discrepancy were to be
scen ; but in those manilestations of eneigy theve

was uni:{ ot purpose.  In one regivn was to
be found the grossest, the most childish, the

most debasing superstitions of the darkest azes re-
peated, and even surpassed; in another region and
society, statements were put furth, from which it ap.
eared that she was resolved to be judged at thetri
unal of human reason. In one piuce she was ag-
gregating wmaltitudes into democratie masses, and
propagating democratic principles: elsewhere, she
was muffled up in the curiains that surround the
throne, whispering counsels 1o monarchs, and des-
cribing how popular movements might be ariest-
ed. But everywuere she pursued the one great
object of gathering the people to hersellin masses,
detaching  them from ~ all national feclings and
interests, marshalling and arraying then and fur-
nishing them with arins, moral or physical, and all
for some vast eunterprise no! yet announced, and i
which they would, according to theiv respeciive
powers, be made to labor for her interesis. But
further, every where her absiinence was vo
less remarkable than her execution.  Among all the
activities and schemes by which Popery atthe pre-
sent day is distinguished, she most carelully guands
against setting forth a full, and comprehensive, and
definite formalary of her faith and doctrines.—
The observalions which he wnow wmade were the
result of careful, and protracted and varied
examination, and he believed that the had not utier-
ed asingle sentence which he could not veriiy by
various continenlal publications.  EHe had_laiely
seen an account of the endeavours ol Pupery
in Bavaria to pervert the Protestants there,
and sometime since he fell in with a book ot high
nole on the continent, calied Le Symbolique, the pro-
duction of an eminent professor &t Munich, ard by
the special favor ol the Pope, translated inio French,
and circalated with the approbation of the Romixh
Bishops. What think you ef'its professing to sct
forth the Romish faith;, when it bad nt merely
not brought forward, but actually rejected as not
of authority the creed of Pius IV, itheonly creed
of Romanism? But the inconvenience of malintain-
ing it was fel, and therefore it was said, ©* This
creed is not of decided amthority, because it was
produced afier the Council of Lrent.” The ob
jeet of such conduct was clearly 10 acquire power
at any cost, at any sacrifice, postponing untilthe day
she should recover her strength the framing of such
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asystem of faith, and discipline, and doctrine, as
shauld be a perpetual legacy of thraldem to her
children.”

Qur next extract, will exhibit to our readers thp
actual principles and tendencies of Romanism,
as they are taught in the Popish Sewinary at May -
nooth, & sewinary which derives a large aunnual
revenue from the British Government.

The Rev. R. G, McGee thus spoke 1—

“Ihey shall not say as they continually do, ¢« Oh;
Ve binpute 1o us your own principles; you briug
t

charoes against us ont of your own head. “You don

brinz our own documenis; vou don't bring books of
aunorty that we acknowledge.  You charge us with
prineiples that you invent yoonrself, or take from
writers we disown, and then you try to fasten upon
us your own false chayges,” Now T shall not bring
une doctinent betore vou which I do not satisfactori-
Iy demanstiaie to beloug o the College of Maynooth.
We havenot here a fabored process of demonstration
to go through, as we had with vespeet to Coyne’s ad-
verusetents and the priest’sdivectoties, and guesiions
for eonjerences, as inthe case of Dens. We have
immediate evidenee on the <ubject on the authority
of a Parliamentary record. In the year 1826, his
then Majesty was pleased to appoint a Commis-
sion of Education to inquire into the various institu-
tions for Education in Ircland.  ‘The College o
Mayuoath was one of those which were investigateds
‘I'ne President, Dr. Crouty, and the Prolessors in
that College made then a return to those Commiss
stoners, of the class-buoks and af the standavds that
were wsed in the College of Maynooth,  I'take their
own class bovks and their own standards as then re:
tutued by those genttemen.  ‘There ave two classes
ol these books. ‘I'he first is, as returned by these
protessors in this Parliamentary Report, the Appen-
dix 10 the Eigiuh Report of the Commission of Edu-
cation, p 449,

A list of the books used in the different élasses of

{the Roeman Catholic Clllege of Maynooth, and which

the students ArE oBLIGED lo procure ut lieir own
capense.

Awong these books are the Commentaries of Mes
nochius.  Llere is one of thice vols. 4o,

Anotaer ot these is the Dogmatic Theology of Des
lal-erue.  Flere is one of five vols., his Tractatus de
Ecclesia,

Another is Bailly’s Moral Theology.
three of five volumes.

. Aunother is Cabassutius on the Canon Law.
1t 18,

You will observe herc that these are the class-
buoks of Maynvoth. which the students are obliged
to purchase ut their own cxpense. But there are
other buoks used in this College returned by the Pre-
sident under s ditferent head.  They reiurn them as
toitows, p.460:—+ A list ot the works recommended
by the Protessors of the Roman Catholic Cdllege of
M.-ynooth for the rerusal of the students, or referred
- by them 1 the cours. of thewr lectures.”  The Pre-
siddnt explaivs the use which the protessors make of
these books, that they reler to them only on parti=
cular points which they ai1e supposed to ticat more at
latgze or more correcily than the class-buoks”  You
priceive, theretore, trom this, that the principles
which we find in these class-books which the stu.
dents are obliged to purchase, are treaied more at
ia1ge in those standards o which the protessors refer,
Ot these standaids 1 have brought here several of the
most important for your information. In Moral
‘T'heology there is Collet. Here are two vols. of
seventeein

Here are

Here
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Also the Deux Conferences D'Angers. IHere are
two vols. of twenty.

Then there is Antoine.
of six.

Then in canon law there is Van Espen.
two vols. of' tourieen (quarto)

Tnen Devon.  Here 1sone vol. of three.

Also Rictlenstinel  Here are two vols, of five.
(folio.)

Thien, as returned by the Profes<or of the Sacred
Seriptares, there is the Commentary of Cornelius a
Lapide. Mere aretwo vols of ten.

xain, the Cummenary of Maldonaws, Here
it is,

Then Bellarmine. Eere beis,

Then. as returned by the Professor of Logic, the
Secundt Secundre ot Phomas Acquinas. Hercare
the bouks. To this hovk I wish wost especially to
eall vour atienivn,as by and by 1 shall show vou
the important place it holds mnong the standards of
the College of Maynooth. You will now recoiect
that these books ure different trem the class-bouks
which the studems are obliged 1o purchase. That
they are the standard~ of tne professors to which as
lm{o‘rillns they refer the students, these bouks being
returticd, as we find them in this Parliamentary re-
cord, by the President of the Cullege of Mayunooih
himself, we certinly cannod be charged with briug-
ing fulse accusations against them when we merely
lay befure you the principles of their own authenti-
eated bouks. There are two more to which 1 must
refer, though not returned in this catalogue, yet uni-

Here are two vols.

Here are

versally known as the standurd authorines not only |
of this College, but of the whole Church ol Rome,:
one is the Corpus Juris Canonici, (the body o1 the!
Canon Law,) which is so stated here too in this Ap-!
pendix, p. 211, by the Protessor of Crnon Law in the
course of bis examination y the other is the Catechism
of the Council of Trent, reiurned by Dr. Duyle 1o}
the Commitiee of Parliament in 1825, as the chiel’
standard of the docirines of the Charch ol Roume.
Thougn you see such a pumber of books, [ am nut
about 16 read from them all; but { am obliged to
bring all with me, that it may not be said tran I bave
picked out from odd volumes a single pissage just to
answer my purpose, bat that Flay furly betore you
this day the principles plainly con.ained in the cliuss-
books and standards of the College of M.ynooth,
bringing betore you the wost wmple specimens from
their etiies, therr divimty, and their canon law,

Now, the first sabject to whieh I call yonr aitention
is this —I say that the candulates for the priesthood
in this College are trained 1 a system of awiul pei-
jury; they are trained in i sysiem ihal ojens the
door wide as the gates of the Coullege of Maynouth
for the violation ol every oati that man 2un wke 1o
his fellow.creature [ first call your aten ionto B il-
ley's Moral heology. This 1s one ol the baoks
which every seaular 15 oblized o purchase achisown
e.;p.'nse. I is stated here as a progosidon, vol. n. ju
117:

¢ A promussory oath oblizes, under the penaly of
morial >in, i du tnat waica 15 pronnsed 1 the oaih.”
Well, that is very sound ; then follows—* unless .
legitimate cause excuses.”  Well, there may be cau-
ses, cenainly, that preclude the observance of a pro-
missory oath.  We wrn now to covsider some ot
these causes, and we find, p. 119, a chapter wuth this
title—* Ol'the causes which preve t or tuke away the
obligation ot an oath.” On tuis yuu will obseive,
thar sume ¢ uses will prevent an vath from iwposing
any obligation, so that thoush a person wakes an oath.
yet ne never was bound to keep it. Soume causes,
again take away the obligauon at er it has been im-

posed, so thata man is buund by the oath after he
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takes it, but then some cause atises which delivers
him from the obligation. Now I shall first mention
suine of the causes that prevent an oath Iromn impos-
ing any obligution. There are seven causes enuine.-
ruted—but I must select cerain passages only—it
vould he fmpossible to trespass on your patience by
resding them ull.  Some ol these seven causes are
justand rigm, as, for instance, the defect of liberty—
thai is, that @ person has uo right to ke an vath: a
child has no rignt to t-ke an outh to dv a thing his
parent will pot sllow him 1 do. A third cause mer-
tivned here is the hindering of a greater good which
is opposed to the thing promised by the outh.  So that
il @ man takes an oath, and then there is some great-
et good that might result it he had not tuken the vath

the outh involves no obligation at all, The wor

ot the living God says, * He that sweareth to his
neighbour and disappuinteth hun not, though it were
to hinderance”—the Chuich of Rome says, * The
hindering of’ a greater good prevents the obligation
of an cath,” ‘The sevemb cause excusing the obli-
gation o} an oath is, the limiting~ either the express.
ed, and even tacitly and silently undersiood— of the
inteution ol the swearer. For in every vath certain
general condations ar e, from justice any use, included,
One of them is, unless you aceept, unless you remit;
another is, salvo jure ahieno—that is saviong the right
of another.  You shall Lear by and by what that limi-
tation is  Every Roman Catholic mustiake this oath
—saving the right ot his Superior—saving the right
of the Pope, ol his bishop, or his priest

Again,~there are five causes that take away the
obligativn of an oath atter the oath has impored an
obligation. One of them is, if the thing sworn be-
comes impossible, or unlaw ful on account of the pro-
bibition of avy Superior, ‘“illicita ob superioris pro-
mbitionem.” “So that it'a mun takes an oath, and
then his Superior is pleased 1o prolibit the observ-
ance of i1, atcording to the Church ol Rome the ub-
ligation of the oath is entirely taken away.

The fourth cause is, the making void of the oath
by bim 1o whom the person of the swearer or the mat-
1er of the oath is subject.  See how this is itlustrated.
“Thus the Superior” (that is, the General) of all the
orders of the monks can, withoul any cause, make
void the oaths ot all vis subjects.”  One ol these men,
Dr. Anulade, Protessor of Divinity, is asked, in this
Repor. of the Commssioners, Where dues the Supe-
ror of the Dominicabs reside At Rume.—W here
does the Superior of the Franciscans reside? At
Rome.—~Where does the Superor of the Jesuits re-
side? At Rome. You have here, on the oath of
this man, that the Suaperior of these ordeis of monks
every one of them— resides at Rome.  So, while you
have mouks spreading themselves through every
grarier of your countiy, you bave a man residing at
Rome who can make void with a word—lawiully
malke void, as they asseri- evesy oath of allegiance,
o1 every other oatn, which all the monks in the Bri-
tish empire take to their Sovereign or their fellow-
man.

The next cause is a dispensation or commutation
made by the Superior. St. Thowmas says, there are
.our cases in which an oath, «ccepted by another,
can be made void without 1he consent of that uther;
hat is, you take an oath 10 your neigubour, and he
believes you intenuto do what you swear: but ac-
cording to St. Thomas, there are four cases in which
it can be made void One is, when there is any
doubt whatever whether the oath is valid or not valid,
igwiul or unlawtul; anodher is, when the public
good is concerned, which ought always to be prefer-
ted to private good. Now let me entreat your atten-

on to his, and {el me ask you, what possible securis
.y can a man have for the preservation of any oatk
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forzet that He who knows what is in may, to whose
eyes futurity was opened, has marked that dark and
damuhle apostasy upon her forehead, with thz name
of “ MYSTERY.” Mysiery isnot that which is vb-
s2rvable to the eye of the stporfisial observer—mys-
tery is not that which is seen by a passing 21 nee—
mystery requires pains, close attention, nnd dititcuk
examination to detect it. Bt it ¢1n be deteeted when
brought unto the light of honest trath 20d Gals ¢ -
nal word. Let e remind you, or rarher [+ nte tel!
you —and do yau lay it up in your memories,—on
what the great principles of Papal intolerance and
persecition rests. It vests on one fuindamamal prin-
ciple, which is this, that all persons who have ever
been bapiized in any Ciwarch, or in any country, are
by bapiis'n bronght into slavish subjection to the
Church of Roine. They b:come therchy, they suy,
subjects of'the Church; but there is only one Chureh,
and that is the Church of Rome, and therefore when-
ever those who have ever bueen baniized dare to re-
wolt from the Church—wienever they dare to hreome
herciics, that is, to choose, as they call it, a religion
for themselves, and not to submit to the religion ot
the Pope, they are rebels against the Church, and the
Chuarch has the right, whenever she has the power,
to briug thzin back again.  Thereiore it is no watier
what the vank he which 2 man holds, King, Lords,
Con:nous, hizh and low, they are all subjeciw the
Pope. ‘Why *—Because they are all subject 10 Gud.
And who is the Pope? What is the blasphemous as-
sumption of thisaccursed man of sin 2—1i is this, that
he is the Vicar of God upon earth; the Vicar of tac
Lord Jesus Chirist; he places himse!f in the scat and
authority of God, and therefore on the principle that
man is to be subjecied to his God, on that principle
the Pope asserts that man musi be subjected unto himn.
Therefore, wheaever you hear a Popish priest tzik
of liberty of conscience, I say he bears the brand of
his apostasy upon_his brow—*'speaking lies in hy-
crisy.”  And whenever you heir a Ruman Carho-
ic layman talk of liherty of conscience, eitherthat
man is, as [ believe muititndes are—and if 1 address
any here, I woald speak with kindness and faiihful-
ness to thein--1 say they are either dupes of a sysiem,
the viilany of which they do not know, or clse they
are, as som2 are, knaves, and accomplices with the
tyrant that enslaves his fellow men. Such a man
will prate, perhaps of * civil and religious liberty all
over the world.” But parsue the knave 10 the work-
ing ofhis sysiem. Leta poor, honest, Roman Catho-
lic stand up 10 give hisvole as he pleascs, to his land-
Jord or his friend, and then the 1yrant and the Jesuit
breaks out, and 1the death’s head and crass-bones are
laced over his dwor. Now recollect the principle
have told you, that the great point is, that a man, by
baplism, becomes a slave of the Church of Rome.
Thispoint you will find in the classbooks of May-
nooth, witich the scholars are obliged to purchase,
and which beinzg open to the public in<pertion of the
visitors of the College, [would that those visitors had
sifted those books, and had Rithfully doae thesr duty.
to tieir country or their God.  But this principie is
B carried out in themn. You do nat see 1t sutliciente
Jy=-it is not manifest in all s length and breadih.
here is tiee veil of the mystery, thrown over it to
hide it. Inow presenitavou Buliy. Oac grest point
ix, they allow the baptism of hercires o be valid.
They will hardiv aliow anyihing elve we do to be vil-
jd. But they ad-nit tais with vegawrd o bap s, be-
caose thal is of 2veat use 0 the Church—i: brings
vast aruy ol sibjrcts 1o the Pope.  Usre is tie proja-
sition in A ircatise on bapasm by Bailly {vol. v. p
'€2,) in which il is said==" A traveiler, even a ixyman,
Of & WO N, OT A herelic, OF even an unhuized infi-
del, can baptize validiy, nay lawfully in cases ofneces-
sty

POPLRY.

We have nothing to do with women and laymen,
our question is as to heretical baptism; of this Le says
as follows :—

“Qf heretics now nothing remains to be said, since

in our treatise on the sacraments in gencral we have
demonstrated by many arsnmenis that the Sacrament
of Baptisin is traly administered by them.”
‘That is the principle laid down here, that may be
~1fily read by the visitors of (he College, or any other
gemlemen who ple.se 1o gu there: fur there is boih.
ing very bad in it.  But then there is the interence
shat is drawn trom that, as we have ii here, in the ar.
ticle on laws in Bailly—still & class-book, (Tol. i. p.
179)y—

“ Flence heretics are bouud by the Ecclesiastical
law ;”—mark the reason—* because by baptism they
are made the subjects of the Church, nor are they
more delivered from the laws, than rebellious sub
jee:s are from the laws of their Princes.”
Observe, you are made by baptistn subjects of the

hureh, and you can no more shake off her authoriy
than rebellions subjects can shake off the authority of
their rulers. There is another class-book, Dela.
hogue's. in which we have the same principle. Iy
his Tractalus de Ecclesia, p. 404.

“The Church,” saith he, ¢ relains her jurisdiclion

over all aposwaies, heretics, and schismatics, thouga
they do not now belong 1o her body, as the leader o
#n army has a right w punish the deserter, althouga
his name be not upon the roll.”
The volume from whiich I am now about to readis
not given as onc of the standards of the College of
Maynooth, but it is the universal stundard of the
Charch of Rame. This was declared by Dr. Duyle
before a Parlia uettary Committee, when asked wha
bouoks contained the principles of the Church. Ity
the Catechisin of the Council of Trent. Hear &
language on the 9ih Articleof the Creed :—

“Hereties and schismaltics, because they have p-
volted from the Church, no more belong to the
Church than deserters belung to the army {rom which
they have run away. Butit isnotio be denied thatthey
may be called into judgment by the Church, punis:.
ed by her, and denounced with her curse.”

When the guestion is asked—What dv they mean by
the power of the Church over hereiics 1 they say,
*Oh, merely that the Church exercives a spirinal
awihority over them, and pronounces the tentence of
excinsion from her communion.”  That she exercie
¢s her awhority in that way wiih aspiritual severit,
but at the same time gemly, aund kindly, and tender
Iy, of which we shall speak presentdy. We mw
come 1o anuther of the stendards of Maynooth, recom
mcended by the professors; here is one of them—De
Conferences 1) Angers. Ia this we find it said o
shis subject—** If hereties could cscape the obligatios,
it would be either because they had ceased io beot ke
Church, i e. that they had broken off we yoke, @
lived in a country where this anihority was not recag
uised, and where custom bad abrogaied ecclesiasiica
Iaw.”  Asto the {irst reason (that is having Lreka
ofthe yoke of awhority,) it can have .no weight—
they are no longer de facfo contesscdly mewbers &
the body of the Chureh, but they ate o1 memibers ét
| jure, by right, because the Caurch atier their reved
preservesall her rights over then, in the sane way
At a masler prescrves ais right over his rawawsy
sMaves, aud & sovercign over inis rebeliivus subjeas
Uire sccond reason (this ix, recolleet, that the heit
Jcs live in a conniry wnere the zuihority of 1
Church is not recogniscd,) * can no longer be pleé
ed, the Church has no particuler territory, her ¢
pire has no bounds but these of the vuiverse, and?
cumyireliends cven those places where her auihoni

is uotl recoznised, in short A casiom contrary 1o ths
introdused into places where heretical sects are &
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minant, can in no way impeach the authority of ec-
clesiastical law. For it is a fixed principle, that cus-
tom canno! derogate from law without the cousent at
least presupposed of the “awgiver; and it is notby
any means prebable that the Cliurch would sanction
acustom which is only founded apun the contempt
inwhich herciies hold ercommands aud thewr revol
from her suthority. This reflectivn conducis us na-
wrally to the decision ol the second part of this gues-
tion, and we must thence conclude that the intention
of the Church is never 10 exempt heretics from those
Jaws which she has made 0 cosure the universal
goud of the Chureh.”— Deux Conferences D’ Augers,
tom ii sor les Loix, p. 15.

‘Then Antcine (1his is another of the standards)
asks, chapter third, in is Tractatus de Vortutibus,
“«Can unb:lievers be compelled to return to the taith 2
Ilis certain,”—1his, you will recollect, is much the
ame as Dens,—* it iz certain that baptized infidels,
vhether heretics or aposiates, can be compelled 10 re-
amn to the faith, and keep the ecclesiastical law,
shether baptized in their infarcy, or bapuized fiom
ompulsion and fear in their adult ages;” sohat ita
1an were by compulsion, by furce, obliged to be bap.
‘zed, that brinas him under the authority of the
thureh, and the Church can compel him to return
‘ollet, anvther of their standards, has the very same
ntiment, and in i1 you arc interested  ** You will
sk whether a heretic s punishable by the Church,

ho though he has been bapiized bas never reccived
1e true faith?  So it an infidd in London®—here

;e are al home—* becomes a Chnistizn, and is im-

qed with the errors ol the Enghisl, what is tobe kis
se? We answer, Most cerrinly he is punishable

;v the Churclh¥—iake care of yourselves!—*und
%is appears (romn the constant practice of the Church,
sho teaches that all those who have been baptized—
Ithose who entertain crrars contrary 1o this faith,
shether they have held them from the boginning or
«of, are bonnd under excommunication and the other
wnishmeuts that she declares azainst them.”  There
wnishments he deiails iu the next page as follows,

m. v. p. 196 :—

“Punishments against hereties are of two sorte—
ome tewmporal, viz., the confiscation of their zuods,
afamy and incapacity for houours, and all effices
soceeding from that; the punishment of cxile, im-

risonment, and death itself, about which consult the
ile De Hereticis, in civil aud ecclesiastical law. ™
{ere, observe, the standard of’ Mayunooth refers with
wfidence 1o the canon Iaw as anthorizing the prin-
:ples he teaches on the subject. These are the scuii-
«enis of Colletin his Treause on the Decalogue
Wenow come 10 Thomas Aquinas; and the

‘rofessor of Ethics in the College ot Mayuooth says,

atthe Treaiise of Thomas Aquinas is tive best sys-
mof ethics 1o be found. Well. whai is his xate-
ent as o heretics?  The question is (guest. xi. ar.

) whether heretics are 1o be tleratcd.  On this he
1ys, “ About hevelics two things are 10 be consider-
3, one thing cu the part o' thewmselves, the oiher on
a¢e part of the Church.  On the part of themselves is
¢ sin by which they deserve not only o be separa-
«d from the Church, bat even to be shut out o’ the

~orld hy dcath; for it is much mure grievousio cor-

I the faith by which the lite of the <oul is xaved,

a0 forge money by wlich temporal life 1s sop-

ed; wherefore as the torgers ol money and gGiker
alefactors, are immediately delivercd by secul.r
rinces 1o deith, much more herciics from the time
aey are cwavicied of their herooy, can ant ouly be
excommonmcated bat jus:ly xlain.”  Therce is tie sen-
timent of the best m: s'er of cihics shat ix o be found
iz e College o7 Mayncoth ! * On the pari of the
Ciyreh, there is piiy for the conversitn of ihose

that are in error”—maik the piiy of the Church of
Rome --*and therefore she dues not immediatcly
cotdemu, but i tier the first or secona adnonition'—
you bine had wannng envugh—*and lastly, if the
hereiic be still found periinacions, the Church no lon-
el huping tor his conversion, proceeds, for ihe safe-
1y ol ike others, o separate lim f1om ke Church by
a sedlctee of eXxcommunication, 2ud then ivaves him
o the secular inbunal, to ke exterminuted f1um 1be
world by death.”
(T'o be continued.)

TESTIMONY FOR TH3 GFFICE CF RULING FLDFR, PROM
THE ORI'ER OF THE OLD THESTAMENT CLURCH.

It is impossible fully to unders-and either the spi-
rity, the faets, or the nomenclature of the new Testa-
wient, without gomng back to the Old.  The Chrnis-
tan religion is fourded upen that of the Jews; or
vather s the completion of it.  T'he latter was the: in-
taney and adalescener of that bedy of which the for-
wer is the manhoed. And it is remamkable, that
uo class of theologians more strenuoualy contend fur
he conanexson berwern the Jewisn and Christian
economies, wd the impractibility of takmng intelligent
views of the one, wiilout some previous knowledge
of the other, thun mest of these who deny the aj.osto-
lic origgin of the cluss of ofiicers now under considera-
tion.  With all such pevs. ns, then, we join issue—
And, asavey lmge partof tie titles aud fuctions of
ecciesinsticsl officers, were, evidensly, transmatied from
the ceremonial to the sprritual economy, it is indis-
peusably n-cessary, in order fully to undirstand their
character, to go back to thicir source.

The tern Klder, coresponding with Zackax, in
tHebrew, ard Prebyleres, in Greek, literally sig-
nifi-s an aged porson.  Awong the Jews and the eas-
iern naions genersuly, perswns adianced in lfe wers
vomraorly sclected o fid stations of dignity aud su-
thority, because 1hey were supposed to passess most
wisdam, giavity, prudence and expericace.  Frow
tlis chicumstance, the term Joider, bicame, in process
of time, and by a natural asscciation of Wdeas, an es-
tablished title of office  Accordingly, the Jews gave
this tile 10 most of their ofiice:s, civil.swell us eccle-
siastical, long bofore Syuay. gucs were established.—
Friom the tiie of Masces they had Elders overthe na-
lion, as well as ovir eviry city, and smaller commu-
uity.  These e repeatedly represericd o6 nseciors,
and valers of the prople; as * efficas sctover thens 3"
and, mdted, throughout their histery, there is reason
10 lelicve that the Lody of tlic pesple never, them-
s-lvrs, exercised governmenal acis; hur chinse teir
L2ders, 10 whom il the dvinids of judicial a1.d execn-
wve wsthority, tnder shetv divine Legislazor and Sov-
creign, were censtantly cosimitt-d.

Umcsimcnt i
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The following specimen of the representation giv-
en on this subject in various parts of the Old Testa-
ment, will suffice, at once, to illustrate und establish
what is here advanced. Even while the children o
Iscael were in Esypt, they seem to have had Elders,
in the official sense of the word ; for Jehovah in send-
ing Moses to deliver them, onid, Go and gather the
Elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The
Lord hatk visited you, end hath scen what is done {o you
in Egypt ; Exodus iii. 16, Iu the wilderness, the [5¢
ders of Isracl ave spoken of as called together by
Moses, appealed to by Moses, and officially acting un-
dcr that divinely commissioned lcader, on occasions
almost innumerable. These Eders appear to have
been of different grades, and endowed, of course, with
different powers; Ezod. xvii. 5. xviii. 12, xxiv. 1, 9.
Numbers xi. 16. Deut xxv. 7—9. xxix. 10. xxxi.
9. 28. From these and other passages, it would secin
they had seventy Elders over the nation ; and besides
these, Ellers over thousands, over hundreds, over fift
ties, and over tens, who were all charged with in
spection aud rule in their respective spheres.  Auzain,
we find inspectors and rulers of the people, under the
name of Elders, existing, and on all public occasions,
acting in their official character, in the time of Joshua ;
during the pericd of the judges; under the kings, espe-
cially during the most favorcd aud happy scason of
their kingly doniinion ; probably during the captivity
in Bahylon ; and, beyond all doubt, as soon as they
returned from captivity, and became seuled in theirown
land ; until the Synagogue system was regularly cs-
tablished as the stated means of popular instruction
snd worship.

When the Synagogue service was instituted, is a
question which has been so much controverted, and
is of so much redl uncertainty that the discassion of
it will not be attempted in this place, especially as it
is a question of no sort of importance in the inguiry
now before us. Al that is nccessary for us to as-
sume, is :hat it existed, at the time of onr Lord's ad-
vent, and for a considerable time before; and that
the Jews had been long accustomed to its order and
worship; which no ongc, it is presumed, will think of
questioning.  Now, whatever might have been its
origin, nothing can be mnore certain, than that from
the carlicst notices we have of the institution, and
through its whole history, its l=ading officers consisted
of a bench of Elders, who were appointed to bear vule
in the congregation; who formed a kind of Consts-
sory, or ecclesiastical judizaiory ;—to zeceive appli-
cants for admission into the Church; to watch over
the people, as well in reference o their morals, s
their avedience to ceremonial and ecclesiastical order;
10 administer discipline when nee-ssary ; and in shosnt
as the representatives of the Church or congregatios,
to act in their name and behalf; o bind™ and “loose;™
and to sec that every thing was © done deeently and in
order.”

It is not forgotten that a few cminent writers, fol-
owing the ceiebrated German errorist, Erasius, hav
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contended that there was no ecclesiastical government
among the Jews distinct from the civil ; and thaty of
course, there were ho rulers of the Synugogue, separ-
ate from the civil judges. ‘Those who wislh to see this
error satisfactority refut-d, and the existence of a dis-
tinet ecclesiastical government among that people
clearly established, may consult what has been written
on the subject, by the learned Gillespie, by professor
Rutherford, by Bishop Stiliingfleet, and others ; from
whose writings they will be convinced. beyond all
reasonable doubt, that the civil and ecclesiastical judi-
catories were really distinet; that the persons com-
posing each, as well as their respective spheres of
Jjudgment,were peculiar; and that the latter existed long
after the civil sovereignty of the Jewish people was
:aken away.

There has been, indeed, much diversity of opinion
among learned men, concerning & varicty of questions
which arise in veference to these Elders of the Syna-
gogue.  As, for example, whether there was a differ-
ence of rank waong them? Whether some were
teachers as well as rulers, and others rulers only ?
Whciher there was any diversity in their ordination,
&e. &2 But while eminent writers on Jewish an-
tiquities have diff-red, and continue to differ, ia rela-
tion to these points, they are all perfectly agreed in
one point, namely, that in every Synagogue there was
a beneh of Elders, consisting of at least three persons,
who were charged with the whole inspection, govern-
ment, and discipline of the Synagozue; who, as a
court or beneh of rulers, recrived, judged, censured,
excluded, and, in a word, performed every judicial act,
necessiry to the regularity and welfare of the con-
gregation.  In this general fact, Viwinga, Selden,
Voetius, Marck, Grotius, Lightfoot, Blondel, Salmasi-
us, and, indecd, so far as I can now recollect, all the
writers on this subject, who deserve 10 be repre-
seoted as high authoritics, substantially agree. And
in support of this fact, they quote Philo, Josephus,
Moimonides, Benjamin of Tudela, and the great
mass of other Jewish witnesses, who are considered
as holding the first rank among Rahbinical authoritics.
Indced, they speak of the fact as too unquestionable
to demand any formal array of testimony for its con-
firmation.

Acrordingly, we find various passages in the New
Testament history, which refer to these Ruling Lld-
crs, as belonging to the old cconomy, then drawing to
a close, and which admit, it would appear, of ro
other interpretation than that which supposes their ex-
istence.  The following specimen will suffice ; Murk,
v. 22, And bekold, there comelh or« of the rulcrs of
the Synagogue, Juirus by name ; and when ke saw
dim, he fll at his fect ; Acts xiii. 15, And after the
reading of the law and the prophels, the ralers of the
Sunagague senl unlo them, saying, ye men and bre-
thren, if ye have any word of cxhortalion for the
peaple, say on.  On this latter passage, Dr. Gill, an
cminent master of oriental, and especially of rabbini
callearning, in his Commentary, writes thus:—* The
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rulers of the Synagogue sent unto them: that is, those
who were the principal men in the Synagogue; the
Ruler of it, together with the Elders; for there was
but one Ruler in the Synagogue, though there were
more Elders; and sothe Syriac version here renders
ity the Elders of the Synagogue.” By this languag:,
as I understand the Doctor, he dors not mean to inti
mate that the other Elders of whom he here speuks,
did not bear rule in the Synagogue; but that there
was only one, who, by way of cminence, was called,
1 the Ruler of the Synagogue;” that is, who presided
at their meetings for official business. It is plain,
however, that, even in this assertion, he is in somede.
greein error; for more than once we find a plurality
of persons in single Synagogucs spoken ofas “ Ru-
lers.”

The learned Vitringa, who undoubedly, is cntithed to
a very high place in the list of authorities ou this sub-
Ject, is of the opinion, that all who occupicd a place
with the bench of Elders in the Synagogue, were of
one and the same rank or order ; that they all reccived
one and the same ordination; and were, of course,
equally authorised to preach, when duty or inclination
called them to this part of the public service, as weli
asto rule, And inthis opinion heis joined by some
others, whose judgment is worthy of the highest ies
pect.  Buy, at the same time, this eminent man free-
ly grants, that a majority of the Elders of the Syna
gogue were not, in fact, ordinarily employed in teach-
ing or preaching ; that this part of the public service
was principally under the direction of the Chief Ru-
ler, or Head of each Synagogue, who attended to it
himself, or called on one of the other E'ders, or even
any other learned Doctor who might be present, and
who was deemed capable of addressing the people in
an instructive and acceptable manner; and that the
chief business of the mass of the Elders was to rule
The correctness of this opinion has been questioned.
A number of other writers, quite his equals, both in
talents and learning, and especially quile as convers-
ant with Jewish authorities, have maiutained, thut 2
majority of the Elders in the Synagogue, were ncither
chosen nor set apart to the function of teaching, but
to that of ruling only. But, in the want of absolute
certainty which exists on this sabject, and for the sake
of argument,1am willing to acquiesce in Vitringa’s
opinion. Suppose it to have been as he alleges:—This
is quite sufficient for our purpose. If it be conceded,
that there was, 1n every Synagogue, a benek of Elders,
who, as* a judicial body, were entrusted with the
whole government and discipline of the congregauon :
that a majority of these Elders scldom or never
preached, but were, in fact | whatever right they might
lave had) chiefly occupicd as ccclesiastical rulers;
and that all ccclesiastical matters, instead of being
discussed and decided by the congregation at large,
were constantly committed 10 the judicial deliberation
and decision of this Eidership ; if these things be
granted—and they are granted, in substauce, by
every writer, entitled to be referred to asan authonty,
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with whom I am acquainted ;—it is all that can Le
considered as material to the purpose of our argue
went.  This will appear move fully in the sequel.

These officers of the Synagogue were called by
difierent names, as we learn from the New Testament,
and from the most respectable Jewish authorities.
T'he most common and familine name, perhups, was
that of Elders, as before stated at lurge.  ‘They were
also called Rulers of the Syragegue; atitle of fre-
quent occurrence in the New T'estament, as applicd to
the whole bench of the Eiders in question; but which
would scem, from some passages, to have been, at
least, sometimes apphied, by way of eminence, to the
principal ruler in each Synazogue,which principal ru-
ler appears, however, to have been of the sume general
rank, or ovder, with the v st, und to hmve had no
other precedence than that which consisted in presiding
and tuking the lead in the public service. These offi-
cers were further called Heads of the Synzgogue ;—
Overseers, or Bishops ;——Presidents ;—Orders, or Re-
zulators of the affuirs of the Synagogue ;—Guides,
&e. &e. These titles are given at length by Viuinga,
Selden, and others, with the original vouchers, and
exemplifications of each; showing that they all imply
bearing rule, as well as the enjoyment of pre-emirence
und dignity.

And, as these Elders were distinguished from the
common members of the Synagogue by appropriate
ties, indicating official honor and power; so they
had alsoe distinct and honorable seats assigned them,
when the congregation over which they ruled was
convencd. The place of sitting usually appropriated
10 them, was a semi-sitcular bench, in the middle of
which the chief ruler was placed, and his colleagucs
on cach side of him, with their faces towards the as-
sembty, und ina certain position with respect to the
Ask, the principal Door, and the cardinal points of the
compass. This stalement is confirmed by the learned
Thorndike, a distinguished Episcopal divine, of the
17th century. In speaking of the Consistory, or
beneh of Elders, in the Synagogue, and describing
their manner of siuing in public worship, he makes
the following stutement, in the form of a quotation
from Maimonides, and confirms it abundantly from
other sources. *¢ Iow sit the people m the Synagogus ?
The Elders sit with their fuces towards the people,
and their backis towards the Heeall (the place where
they lay thecopy of the law ;) und all the people sit
-rank Lefore rank, the face of every rank towards the
vack of the rank before it; so the faces of all the
people are towards the Sanctuary, and towards the
Elders, and towaids the Ark; and when the Minister
of the Synagogue standeth up to prayer, he standcth
on the grouud before the Ark, with his face toward
the sanctuary, as the rest of the people’?

The number of the Elders in euch Synagogue was
not governed by any absolute rule. In large cities,
according to certain Jewish authorities quoted by Vit-
ringa the number was frequently very large.  But
even in the smallest Synugogucs, we arc assured, as
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mentioned in a former page, that there were never lrse
than shree, that the judicatory might never be equally
divided.

Such were the arrangements for maintaining puvity
and order in the Synagogues, or parisi churches o
the old economy, anterior 10 the advent of the Messinh
It would seem to be impossible for any one to cou-
template this statement, so amply supported by al
sound auathority withour recognising a striking like-
ness to the arrangentents afterwards adopted in the
New Testament Church.  That this likeness is veal
and has heen maintained by some of the ailest writers
on the subject, the following short extracts will suffi-
ciently establish.

The first quotation shall be taken from Bishop Bur-
net.  “ Among the Jews,” says he, “ he who was the
chief of the Synugogue was caled Ciazan Hale
nazeth, that is, the Bishop of the Congregation, and
Shelinck Tsibbor, the Angel of the Chureh, And
the Chrisrian Cliurch bemg modelled as near the form
of the Synagngue us could be, as they retained many
of the rites, so the form of their government was
continu d, and the names remaned the san.e,” And
again; “ [n the Synagogues there was, first, one that
was called the Bishop of the Congregation. Next th
three Orders and Judg:sofvvery thing about the Syna-
ogue, who were cnlled T'selenim, and by the Grecks
Presbyteroi or Gerontes. Theseordered and determined
every thing that concerned the Sy nagogue,ar th2 persons
ir it, Next to them, were the three Parnassin or
Deucons, whaose charge was to gather the collections
of therich, and to distribute them to the poor. The
term E'der, was generally given to all their Judyes;
but chi fly to those of the great Sunhedrim.  Sa we
have it Mutt. 16, 21. Mk 8, 31. 4. 43. & 15. 1
and Acts23. 14”7 © A great deal miglht be suid to
prove that. the Apostles, in their first constitutions,
took things as they had been modelled to their hand
in the Synagogue.  And this they did, both because
it was not their desixn to innovate, except where the
nature of the Gospel dispensation o*liged them to do
it: As also, because, they took all neans possible to
gain the Jews, who we find were zealous adherers to
the traditions of their fathers, and not casily weancd
from those precests of Moses, which by Christ’s
death were evacuated.  And if the Apostles went so
great a length in complying with thew in  greuter
matters as circumcision and other legal obscrvances,
{ which appears from the Arts and Epistles,) we have
good grounds to suppose tha: they would have yielded
to them in what was more innocent and less import.
ant.  Bsides, there appears, both in our Lord him-
self, and in his Apasiles, a great inclination to sym-
bolize with them as fur as was possible. Now the na-
ture of the Christian worship shows evidently, that u
eame in the room of the Synagogue, which was ma-
ral, and notof the temple worsuip, which was typica
and ceremonial. Likewise this parity of customs
batwix: the Jews and Christians, was such that it
made them taken by the Romans, and other more
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overly observers, for one seet of religion. And, finally,
my that will impartially rrad the New Testament,
will find that when the forms of government or wor-
ship are treated of, it is not done with such architee-
anal exactness, as was necessary, if a new thing had
bren mstituced, which we finf practised by Mouses,
But the Apostles rather speak as thuse who give rul+s:
for the ordering and directing of what was already
w being.  From all which it seems well ground-d
and rational to assume, that the first constitution of
the Chyistian Churches was taken from the model of
the Synagogue, in which these Elders were separated,
for the discharge of their emplovwments, by an im-
position of hands, as all Jewish writers do clearly
witness.”

The second testimony shall be that of the Rev. Dr,
Thomas Godwin, an Enghshdivine of great erudition,
especially in oriental learning  In his well known
work, entitted  * Moses and Aaron,” we find the fol-
lowing passage :—There were in [srael distinct Courts,
consisting of distinct prisons; the oue principully for
Cnurch business; the other for »ffuirs in the common-
wealth :e—the one an ecclesiastical  Consistory ; the
other a civil Judicatory  The s-cular Causistory was
iamed a Sanhedrim, or Counail ; the spiriiuat, u Sy-
nagogue  The office of the ecclesiastienl court was
10 put a difference between things hoiy and unholy,
and to determine appeals in controversies of difficul-
ty. It was a represertative Church.  IIence is that,
Dic Feclesic ; Mau. 18, 16,

The next question shall be taken from Dr Light-
foot, another Episcopal divine, still more distinguished
for his oriental and rabbinical learning.  * The
Apostle,” says he, * calleth the minister Episcopus,
(or Bishop,) from the common and known title of the
Chazan or Overseer in the Synagague.” Aud again;
« Besides these, there was the public minister of the
Synagogue, who prayed publicly, and took care about
veading 1he law, and someimes preached, it there
were not some other to disehsrge this office.  This
person was calted Skeliach Tsibbor, the angel of the
Church, and t he Chazan Ecaucmetk, or Bishop
of thecongregation T e Aruck gives the reason of
the name. The Ciazan says he is Shetiack Tsibbor,
the angel of the Church, (or the public miuister,) and
the Targwm renders the word Aruck by the word
Huze, one that oversees. For it is incumbent oa
him tooversee how the reader reads, and whom he
may call out to read in the law. The public Minis-
tee of the Synazogzue hims-If read not the law pub-
licly ; but every Sabbath he calied out seven of the
Synagogue (on other dnys fewer) who he judged fit
o rcad. FHe stood by him that read, with great
care, observing that he read nothing vither falsely or
improperly, and called him back, and corrected
aim, if be had fnailed 0 any thing  And hence he
was called Ciazas, that is, Episcupus, Bishop, or
Overscer.  Cenainly the significauon of the. .words
Bishop and Angel.of the Church, hnd been determine
ed with less noisc, if recourse had been had to the
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proper fountains, and men had not vamly disputid
about the significarion of words tuken 1 konow not
whence  The service and worsnip of the temple be-
ing sbolished, as being ¢ remoninl, God transplan ed
the worship and public adoration of Gud used in e
Synagogues, which was moral, into the Christine
Church; viz: the public miniswv, public prayers,
reading God's \\‘ord; and preaching, &c.  Henee the
names of the ministers of the gospel were the very
same, the Angel of tue Church, and the Bishop,
which belonged to the Ministers i the Synngogues
# There was in every Synagowue, a beneh of thre.
This bench consisted of three Elders, righuly and by
imposition of hands preferred to the Eldership.”
# Theee were also three Deacons, or Almoners, on
whicl. was the cure of the poar”

In another place, the same learned orientalist, says—
describing the worship in the Jewish Synagogue :—
# In the body of the Church the congregation met, aud
prayed and heard the law, and the manner of ther
sitting was this—Th~ Eldeis sat unear the Chancel,
with their faces down the Churcn 2 and the peojle sat
one form behind another, with their fuces up the
Church, toward the Chancel and the Edders.  Of these
Elders there were some that had rule uud office in the
.Synagogue, and some that had not. And tlus distine-
tion the Apostle sremeth to aliude unto, 1n that wuch
disputed text, 1 Tim. v. 18. T#he Elders that rule
well, &c.; where ¢ the Elders that ruled well’ ave set
not only in opposition to those that ruled ill, but to
those that ruled not at ull We may sce, then, whence
these titles and epuhets in the New Testament ave
taken, namely, from the common platform and consti-
fution of the Syusago ues, wuerc dAngelus Ecclesie,
and Episcopus werc terms of so ordinary use and
knowledge. And we may observe from whence the
Apostle taketh his expressions, when he speaketh of
some Elders ruling, and taboring in word und docivine,
and sume not; uamely, from the same platform and
constitution of the Synugogue, where ¢the Ruler ol
the Synagogue’ was more singularly for ruling the
affairs of the Synagozue, and *the minister of the
Congregauon, laboring w the word, and reading the
law, and in doctrine about Jhe preaching of it.  Both
these together are sometimes cutled jornly, ‘the Ru-
lers of the Synagegue;’ Acts xini, 15; Mark v, 22
being Loth Elders that -uled ; but the e is more
singularly given to the ficst of them.”

Agam, he says:—* In ull the Jew’s Syaagogoes
there were Parnaussin, Deacons, or such us had cave o
the poor, whase work it was (o gather alms for then
from the congregation, and 0 distrivuie it to them
That needful ofiice is here (Acts vi.) translated inte
the Christinn Cliwveh.? :

The fourth quat aion shall be taken from Dr. (af
terwards Bishop, Stiiliingflet, who, in his Irenicun.,
maintains a simtlar position with confidence and zeal.
Tue following 1s a specimen of his langunge :—*Thi
which-we lay, then, «s a foundution, whereby to cle.s
what apostolical practice was, is that the Apostles,

farming  Churches, did observe the customs of the
Jewish Synugogue”  Aud in support of this posi-
tion, particulurly in reference ro the Eldership of the
Synagogur, he quotes.a large number of the most dis-
ungwshed  writers, both Jewish and Cheistian,  Li is
due o candor, indeed, to swue, that Stillingfleet does
not admit that any of the Elders, either of the Syna-
wogue, or of the primiiive Chureh, were lay-Eiders,
vut thinks they were all invested with some kind of
elevical chancter. T'his, however, as before remarked,
does not at all affect the value of his testimony
to the general fact, that, in every Syuangogue there
was a1 Consistory, or Judicatory, of Elders—und that
the same class of officers was udopted, both name
and thing, in the apostolic Chureh, which he unequi-
vocaily usserts und poves.

In the same general docivine, Grotiug and Salma-
sius of Holland, decisively concur. By Grotius, the
folowing strong and unqualified Junguage is used :—
4 ‘The whole polity, or o:dec (regimen) of the Chur-
ches of Christ, was conformed to the muodel of the
Jewish Synagogue”  And agrin; speaking of ordi-
nation by the imposition of hands, he suys:—This
method was observed in setting apart the Rulers wnd
Elders of the Synagogue; and thence the custom
passed into the Christian Church.”  Salmaswus also,
and other writers, ot equally profound learning, might
Le quoted as unequivocally deciding, thut the Syna-
gogue had a beneh of Ruling Elders, and that a simi-
{a1 bench, afier that model, was constituted in the
Christian Church.  Especiaily, be contends that the
Eiders of the Church were, beyond all doubt, taken
trom the Eidership in the Eynagogue.

The learned Spencer, a diviue of the Church of
Eugland, in the seventeenth century, teaches the same
general doctrine, when he says:—* The Apostles,
also, that this reformation (the change from the Old to
the New Testament dispensation)  wmight proceed
gently, and without noise, received into the Christian
Church many of those insututions which had been
lang in usc wmong the Jews.  Among the number of
these may be reckoned, the imposition of hands;
hishops, eldmis, and deacons; excommunication,
ardimation, and other things familiar to learned men.”

The Rev. Dr Adam Clarke, whose eminent learn-
ing no competem judge will question, aiso bears tes-
umony that in every Jewish Syuapogue, at the time
of the coming of Christ, and before, there was an
~celestustical judicatory, or little Court, whose duty it
was 10 conduct the spiritual govermment of each con-
regation.  Amoiz several places i which he makes
+his statement, the fodowing is decisive :—In his Com-
mentary on James il 2, he says:—* In ancient times
prity cours of judienture wese held in the Synagogues,
as Viuinga has sufficiently proved, De Vet. Syn. 1.
4 ; and it is probable that the case here adduced was
mie of a judi-ial kind; wheve of the two partics, ong
was rich, and the other poor; and the master or ru-
ler of the Synagogue, or he who presided in this
court, paid particular deference to the rich man, and
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neglected the poor person;.though as plaintiff and
dufendant, they were equal in the eyé of justice ”

I shall cite on this subject only one more authority;
that of the celebrated Augustus Neander, Professor in
-the University of Berlin, and generally considered as,
perhaps, more profoundly skilled in Christian antiqui-
ties, than any other man now living. He is, morco-
ver, & Minister of the Lutheran Church, and, of
eourse, has uo sectarian spivit to gratify in vindica-
ting Presbyterianism.  And, what is not unworthy
of notice, being himsclf of Jewish extraction, he has
enjoyed the highest advantages for exploring the pe
culiar polity of that people. Aficr showing at some
length, that the government of the primitive Church
was not monarchical or prelatical,but dictated through-
out by a spirit of mutual love, counsel, and prayer, he
goes on to express himself thus: * We may suppose
that where any thing could be found in the way of
Church forms, which was consistent with this spirit,
it would be willingly appropriated by the Chiristian
community, Now there happened to be in the Jew-
ish Synagague, a system of government of this nature;
not monarchical, but rather aristocratical (or a gov-
ernment of the most vencrable and excellent.) A
council of Elders, Tsskenim or Preshyterot, conducted
a!l the affairs of that body. It seemed most natural that
Christianity, developing itself fiom the Jewish reli-
gion, should take this form of government. This
form maust also have appeared natural and appropri-
ate to the Roman citizens, since their nation had,
from the earlicst times, been, to some extent, und ¢
the control of a Senate, composad of Senators, or
Elders. When the Church was placed under a council
of Elders, they 6id not always happen to be the old-
est in reference to years; but the term expressive of
age here, way, as inthe Latin Senatus, and in the
Greek Gerousia, cxpressive of worth or merit
Besides the common name of these oversears of the
Church, to wit, Presbyleroi  there were many
other names given, according to the peculiar field of
labour; as poimencs, shepherds; Egnumenoi, lead-
ers; Proestoles ton adclphon. rulers of the brethren ;
and episcopoi, avereers.”

Now, if, in the ancient Jewish Synogogue, the
government of the congregation was not vested, either
in the people at large, or in any swgle individual, but
in a bench of Elders; if this is acknowledged on all
hands, as one of the clearest and most indubnable
facts in Jewish antiquity; and if, in the judgmen: of
the most learned and pious divines that ever lived,
both episcopal and non episcopal, the New Testament
Church was formed after the model of the Jewish
Synagogue, and not afier the pattern of the Templ-
service ;—we may, of course, expect to find sorae cvi-
dence of this in the hisiory of the apostolic Churches.

THE JUDGMENT DAY,

THE JUDGMENT DAY.

From Montgomery’s “ Omnipresence of the Deity,
Above th’ horizon mounts one hideous blaze,

Streaking the black heaven with gigantic rays;
Now bursting into wizard phantoms bright,
And now immingled in a waste of light;—
Anud hark?! how wildly on the ruin'd shore
Expiring Ocean pants in hollow roar,
While carth’s abysses echo back the groan,
And startle Natwure on her secret throne!

But ere creation’s everlasting pall
Unfold its darkuness and envelop all,—
The tombs shall burst, the cited dead arise,
And gaze on Godhead with unblasted eyes!-—

Hark! from the decp of heaven, a trumpet sound
Thunders the dizzy universe around ;
From north to south, from east to west it rolls,
A blast that summons all created souls;
And swiit as ripples form upon the deep,
The dead awaken from their dismal sleep;
The Sea has heard it; coiling up with dread,—
My riads of mortals flash from out their bhed !
The graves fly open, and, with awful strife,
‘The dust of ages startles into life!

All who have breathed, or moved, or seen, or felt;
Allthey around whose cradles kingdoms knelt;
Tyrants and warriors, who were throned in blood;
The great and mean, the glorious and the good,
Are raised from every isle, and land, and tomb,
To hear the changeless and eternal doom!

But while the universe is wrapt in fire,
Eve yet the splendid ruin shall expire,
Beneath a canopy of lame, behold,
With shining banners at his feet unroil'd,
Eartl’s Judge!—around seraphic minsirels throng,
Breathing o’er golden harps celestial song;
While melodies of archangelic might
Float in loud streams of ever-new delight,

Imagination! furl thy wings of fire,
And on infinity’s dread brink expire;
In vain would thy prophetic eye behold
Visions of immortality unroll’d !
The last, the burning chaos hath begun—
Quench’dis the moon! and blacken’d is the sun!
The stars have bounded through the airy roar;
Crush’d lie the rocks, and mountains are no more 3
The deep unbosor’d, with tremendous gloom,
Yawns on the ruin, like creation’s tomb!

And lo! the living harvestofthe earth,
Reap'd from the grave to share a xecond birth;
Millions of eyes with one deep dreadful stare,
Gaze upward through the speciral realms of air;
While shapes, and shrouds, and ghasily features
gleam,

Like lurid snow-flakcs in the mooulight beam,

Upon the flamirg earth one farewell glance!
The visions of eternity advance;
No motion, blast, or breeze, or waking sound,—
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In tiery slumber glares the world around!

"Tis o’er; from yonder cloven vault of heaven,
Throned on a car of living thunder driven.
Array’d in glory, see Tw’ ETerNaL come!

Aud, while the universe is still and dumb,

And hell o’ershadow’a with terrific gloom,

T’ immortal myriads deal their judgment doom :
‘Wing'd on the wind, and warbling bymns of love,
Behold! the blessed soar to realms above ;

The curs’d, with hell uncover'd to their eye,
Shriek—shriek, and vanish in a whirlwind ery!
Creation shudders with sublime dismay,
And, dream-like, melis before her God away !

DISCOURSE.

BY THE REV. MARK Y. STARKE, DUNDAS,
The sting of death is sin.—1 Cor, xv. 58.

That there is asting in death,—that it is looked
forward to by men with leelings of awe, of terror,
or of loathing, or, it may be, with a mixture of all
these sentinents, is a proposition that will, we be-
lieve, find a ready assent in the minds of all. Itis
nevertheless true that universal s this feeling is,
it assumes very different and opposite characters
according to the causes in which it originates
That springing from just and proper sources, this
feeling is highly beneficial in its nature and ten-
dency, reasun and scripture alike warrant us in
believing ; but that very frequently—l might al-
most say, universally—it ischerished in a greater or
less degree, upon unreasonable and auti-christian
grounds, and assumes a pernicious and irreligious
character, is not less true. The distinctions to
which we allude are so often overlooked or neglec-
ted, even by highly religious persons, that we
liope under the blessing of God our time will not
be unprofitably spent in attempting to dissipate
some of those unreasonable and irreligious fears
which embitter life and render the approach
of death terrible to many; while they at the same!
time interfere with the right improvements of the
one and the necessary preparation for the other.
In directing your attention to what really is
the sting of death, we may class the factitious
causes of the unreasonable fear of death into
those which spring tfrom the corporeal aud exter-
nal circumstances and accompaniments of death,
and those which arise from the separation which
death occasions to us from those interests, pursuits,
ties, and affections, which must, more or less, oc
cupy and engage us during our present state of
being. First, in regard to the. fears of death,

arisiag from the bodily and external circumstan-
ces, by which itis attended, there is much which
is revolling to our feclings in these circnmstances.

*| There is the pain which so generally precedesdeath,

there is the gradual decay and final destruction of
the bodily powers, with frequently an apparent
weakening or suspension of the mental facultics so
commonly characterized by the affecting term of
“second childhood,” there is the stillness and
gloom of the death-bed chamber,the mournful looks
of sorrowing fri¢nds and relatives, the solemaity
of the last rites, the comumiital to the grave;
the corruption, the fina! dissolntion, and aps
narent annihilation of the frame which we are ac-
customed ahnost to identify with our existence,
which has had part in our pleasures and ouf pains,
our joys and our sorrows, aur hopes and our fears,
our sympathies and affeclions, in as far 1t is the
medium of our comexion with exterral mature,
aud ol communicaiion with our fellow creatures.
All these cannot perhaps be rexacded with entire
indifference by beings constituted as we ave; and
these considerations are so much caleunlated to im-
press the imagination, that if encouraged and dwelt
upnn they tend to excite feclings of & most pow-
ecful uature, which we may not always be able to
suppress or restrain, Now before allowing ours=
selves to cherish m our own inds, or to raise in
the minds ol others, sentiments of such a naturey it
becomes us to consider well their bearing and ten-
dency: In as faras contemplating and looking
forward to the dissolution ol tire body has the ef-
tect of leading us to regard it as of inferiof im-
portance, by shewing us the folly ol priding our-
selves upon its comeliness or strengtly of nour-
ishing passions; and secking pleasures and gratifi-
cations connected wiih it alone, ory in the words of
he Bible, of’ ministering to the fleshy and making
preparation to fulfil the lusts thereof, when we
must soon resign that flesh whichso many live but
to pamper and to indnlge—in so far, we say, as
contemplating the dissolution of onr mortal frame
excites and impresses us with such ideas and such
fealings, itis in the utmost degree important and
geneficial. But then remark Lhat the contemplation
of death in such a gencral light imparts to it no
sting, clothes it will no terrors. It rather dissi-
pates the teerors und diminishes the loathing with
which we would otherwise look forwardto it, by
lcading us to disconnect the idea of our present cor.
rup! and mortal bodies from that of our existence,
and o lovk forward to thespirit’s bursting the shell
of ils earthly encumbrances, and in the freedom
of a new, an immortal, a glorious body, soaring
amid the sunshine of a brigiter creation. Sucha
manner of coutemplating death is not of course
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what we allude to, but the dwelling upon\the pain-
ful and revolting accompaniments of death; mere-
ly as such—merely as so many evils attending that
change; and must not the effect of so doing be to
make even those who look for a better and surer
hope to come, dread in some degree the approach
even of what they believe will be to them the gate
to their city of promise, and make it more hard for
them to burst the ties of their present state of
being, even although they feel them to be, as they
really are, the fetters of a heavy bondage? It is
true that these are trials which all must undergoin
their passage hence ; and we should accustom our-
selves so to look them in the face as that our spir-
its,subjected as they are, to be influenced by the
state of our bodily frame while it continues here
below to enclose them, shall not be nnnerved and
overcome when the period of trial arrives. But
then it is not by dwelling upon the terrors that this
strength is to be obtained  As the traveller who
must struggle with the pitiless storm, and the
darkuness of night, and the dangers of the country,
andthe toilsomeness of the road, to reach the home
of his hopes, keeps his mind from dwelling on thé
hazard, the difliculties and the fatigue of the jour-
ney, repels the new terrors which his imagination
would suggest to lum at every step, and cheers his
spirits by thinking of the blazing faggots of his
own hearth, of the cheerful fuces and joyful wel-
come which await his rcturn; so the christian
who would approach caim und undismayed the
valley of the shadow of death, must not dwell
merely upon its terrors, aud thus exaggerate his
fears and enervate hisresolution, but must fix the
eye of his faith upon the star of promise—inspir—
ing confidence and courage, and strength—which
points to the mansions of his Father’s house—his
home of everlasting blessedness. If we allow our
imaginations to rest too much upon the terrors of
the journey, shall we not be apt to forget the ob-
Jects and encouragements, and in such a state of
mind can we be well prepared to enter upon it ?
No, my brethren, it is by keeping constantly
in our view, the high and glorious object to
which we press on, by encouraging a well grounded
confidence in the armour of salvation, in the pro-
mises of God,and the spirit of God, to defend and
strengthen us, that shall most successfully banish
every fear and prepare and man ourselves for the
enterprise. And yet how often and how foolishly
do we find men filling their imaginations with per-
nicious fears, and fostering their short sighted
prejudices, by selecting and searching for, and
dwelling, one would almost think, with a sort of
morbid satisfaction on all that1s painful, or dis-
gusting, or revolting in the accompaniments of

DISCOURSE.

death! Why should we magnify to our fears the
pains of our last malady? Why dwell upon the
convulsive pangs that may precede our dissolution?
For what end unceasingly summon up to our
thoughts the gloom of the chamber of
death? Why magnify our disgust by what tnay
happen to our mortal remains? Why Iay
open the tomb continually to our view? Why
glut the imagination with the loathsomeness of the
charnel house ? These are not thoughts or feelings
surely to be dwelt upon—to be encouraged. They
will perhaps force themselves upon us at times,
but surely they ought to berestrained and resisted,
They are thoughts which weigh down the spirit
with carthly, with carnal cares, and fears, and anx-
ieties, and prevent its free and unencumbered flight
towards those glorious and happy regions which
it is destined to occupy. As common instances
however of such feelings, how often do we find
pious christians embitter their lives, and add many
terrors to death by the dread of what may happen
to their mortal remains—of not enjoying it may be
what they call a christian burial—of not receiving
after death the usual rites and solemnities—by the
fear of eeting a watery grave—of their bedies
being tossed by the waves and the tempests, and
their bones left to whiten upon a strange and dis-
tant shore—or to think of their being exposed
upon the field of battle, a prey to unclean birds
aud beasts of rapine—or to perish by fire,and their
ashes to be scattered by the four winds of Heaven,
leaving not a trace of their existence—or to think
that in a time of pestilence when hundreds upen
hundreds are swept away by its deadly breath some
of the more ordinary formalities may be dispensed
with—to think that they may be heaped in one
common grave with many others of its victims—or
that indignaties may be offered to their remains!
These and a thousand nameless fears of a like na-
ture, taking possession of the imagination, have
embittered the appro-ich of death to many a pious
christian, and have filled with terrors and anxieties
a period which more than in any other needed
the influence of calm undivided reflection, self ex-
amination and prayer, to prepare him for the mo-
mentous realities of his great change.

To the living we grant, that according to the
constitution of our minds such considerations ne-
cessarily raise painful and revolting feelings. We
naturally wish that the friends we have loved in
life should be honoured in their remains in death,
The feeling is proper and creditable to our hearts;
the mortal relics being associated with the living
spirit by which they were animated. In respect-
ing them we honorit. The casket is still precious
as recalling the jewel which it contained. .
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contrary would be barbarous, unfecling, and
unnatural. The sentiment is also” just and praise-
worthy as tending to deprive death of its outward
terrors to the imaginations of men, by diminishing
the revolting nature of its concomitants, and by
surrounding it with the circumstances of external
decency, and ceremony, and respect, and the kinZ-
ness of remembered sympathy and affection. But
that men should raise np terrors to their imagina-
tions from what they will in death cease to regard;
from those very fleshly and earthly encumbrances
from which the purified spirit will then exult in be-
ing freed, and by such considerations to distract
the mind from what reully is the sting of death,
is folly indeed. For then our corruptible shall have
put ou incorruption, our wortal immortality. It is
but the weakness of the flesh that causes such con-
siderations to add to the sting of death, and they
ought to be resisted and overcome; for they are
destructive of our present peace, interfere with
our active performance of the daties of life, and
are obstructive of the growth and energy of that
life of faith in the soul which alone can prepare
us for death and for eternity. How wrong is it
therefore, as is often the case, to indulge in high
wrought descriptions of the loathsomeness of
death, of dissolution, of the grave, merely for the
sake of raising strong aand powerful emotions in
the mind, without consuering that the effect of
these emotions is to clog the spirit in its transition
to glory by ideal and unfounded fears; as if these
were aught to the freed spirit any more than the
corruption of the shell which it has cast off to the
insect amid the loveliness and vigour of its reno-
vated form.

The same principles which we have now devel
oped are applicable, in the sccond place, to the
dread of death arising from the separation caused
by it from all the mterests, and ties, and symnpa-
thies, and pursuits, which so much engage and oc
cupy us in this present world. So far as looking
forward to the loss of these objects teaches ustheir
fleeting nature, and leads us to seck a more sccure
and enduring possession to come, the exercise is
most beneficial and important ; but then we must
beware that in dwelling too much upon the loss,
we do not exaggurate in place of diminish the val-
ue, of these objects.

All must have feit the eff:ct produced upon
them by looking forward to a separation from things
or persous which by habit or sympathy have be-
come dear to them. Is it not still more to endear
these objects and give them a still stronger hold
upon our hearts? How common is the remark,
we knew not huw much we were attached o the
things around us and to which we have become ac

customed, till we were about to be deprived of
them, or to our friends till we had the prospect of
losing them. When a man through change of
circumstances is obliged to remove from the home
which has been the scene of tranquil enjoyment
amid bis family for many a year, it is then that he
feels how firmly the cords of every ussociation ofy
till then almost neglected or forgotten, happiness
have bound themselves round his heart. It is then
that he feels all the bitterness of his Juss, and the
longer the period during which he looks forward
to ity will every well known object entwine itself
wmore tirmly with his aficetions. The same, and in
a higher degree,holds true in regard to the friends
and relatives who are dear to us, in as far as these
claim a greater interest in our hearts than any ex-
ternal objects can do. It is on the prospect of se-
paration that he first discovers all their eadearing
qualities and attractions, till then unobgerved or
unheeded, rising to his view to darken by their con-
trast the gloom of his separation.  And it is thus
that by dwelling too much on the period of death
asa separation from earthly objects, we run the
risk instead of impressing our minds with a sense
of their fleeting and unsatisfactory nature, and
raising a longing after things cternal, of endearing
them still more to our hearis, of magnifying their
importance in our eyes, of increasing our dread of
losing them, and of deadening our affections to-
wards those things which are spiritual and heaven-
ly How common are such feclings among chris-
tians! How often do they dwell with mixed sen-
timents of dread and aversion on the period which
is to separate them from thelight and the warmth
of life—from the fair creation which smiles around
them—{rom the home of their dearest associations
~—from the scenes that are neavest to ther remem-
brance—from the pleasant converse of beloved
and well known countenances—{rom pursuits un-
completed—({rom schemes unaccomphshed—f{rom
desires unattained, and 1s to termirate to them their
carthly hopes, and their earthly career. But is not,
my friends, the encouragement of such feelings
unrcasonable, antichristian, sinful? Isit not foster-
ing carthly predilections and carnal inclinations at
the expense of the peace and welfare of the soul?
[s it not leading it to attach importance to what it
must soon relinguish, and for ever? Is it not feed-
ing it with food which cannot nourish it, and inju-
ring its capacity for that which alone can sup-
port it—that food which alone shall be its suste-
nance in Heaven. All thatis pure and excellent
and heavenly in our affections and joys here be-
low-—all that is worthy of our regard we shall
carry with us purified and ennobled and sanctified

into glory. For our friends, for these who are
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.

running the way of death and of destruction, we
must shed the tears of grieving, compassion, as
Christ himself’ did for our sinful race; but for our
fiiends in the Lord we are called upon not to sor-
row as those that have no hope; for death to such
is but the harbinger of a blessed and uninterruptea
union, the threshivld of imwortal felicity, the
dawn of perfection and glory. Nu, my friends, it
is not disegse or pun, it is not the decay znd an-
nihilgtion of our budily powers angd energies, it 1s
not the corruption and dissolution of our irame it
self that ought to arin death with its sting—it is
pot the gloom of the dying chamber—it is not the
sorrowing countenauces of friends—it is not that
we must he shrouded in the narrow coffin and be
committed to the cold grave—it is not that we be
come a prey to wormsand the power of corruption,
that should fill with terrors the valley of the sha-
dow of death. Neither is it that we must be se-
parated from the pursuits, the ties, and the inter
ests of earth, nor that we must part from the
scenes and the objects and, for a period, from the
friends that are dear to us—it is not such consid-
erations that vught to surronud the grave with its,
terrors. These are canses of dread onginating
in acarnal heart, in the weakness of the flesu,|
which may be, which ought to be, resisted aud
gvercome by us.  But what really is the sting of
death as the Scripture declares in our text is sin.
It is this alone which justly causes us to look for
ward to death with unutterable alarm, as the gate
by which a sinful world,a people laden with iniqui-
ty shall be ushered into the presence of the eter-
nal agd ompipotent Judge of the universe to render
an account of the deeds done in the flesh, whether
they be good, or whether they be evil, and to re
ceive at his hands the doom which must seal their
condition for eternity.

The consideration of this is what we proposed
as the second part of our discourse. And we shall
perceive how justly sin is called the sting of
death, if we consider, first, what sinis—and, se-
condly ,what are its consequences. Tirst. Sin is
the transgression of the Divine law—that Jlaw jm-
planted in our consciences by nature, and declared
in the revelation of God's will to his people—that
law which is the eternal and essential will of the
self-existent and unchangeable Jehovah, Sin is
therefure the expression of tiie enmity and aver-
sion of the keart to God who created, who sup
ports, and who rules over us—it is the want ot
conformity in the affections and the will to hiwm
who is the essence aud source of purity and per-
fection. Must not, therefore, this enmity ot
our hearts, this consciousness of aversion to

DISCOURSE.

God and to Heaven, necessarily fill the soul with
dismay and alarm at the thought of meeling a
righteous and omnipotent Judge ? Will not the
darkness of our perverted minds naturally lead us
to shrink from the searching light of God’s pre-
sence? Wil not the carnal heart, enamoured of
its own pollution, shun with terror and aversion
the purity of God’s spiritual kingdom, by which
its deeds are reproved, aud its corruptions con-
demned ? Yes, my frieads: this indwelling aliena-
tion of heast from Gud,trom heaven, and from puri-
ty,mustso long us it exisis, and in as fuar as it exists,
give to death a fearful sting, and surround its ap-
proach with just and awful terrors. But, secondly,
The consequences of sin are declared to be the eter-
nalabandounment to the restless tortures of evil and
hateful passions, of shame and of conscious degra-
dution, toa sense of merited punishment and the
titter remorse of a guilty conscience—to eternal
separation from God, the only soutce of happiness
aml peace; to the judgment of’ Gud, and the wrath
ol'Gud.  Aud shall a sinful crcature of the earth,
who Lath dared to Iift a thougiit in enmity to the
hiving God, who is cunscious of daily, of hourly
transgressions of his law—aversion to his rule—
ingratitude for his goodness—disregard of his
riercy—opposition Lo his reproofs—neglect of his
warnings,—shall such a one draw near to the
thioue of judgment without shuddering to think
that such a feacful condemnation is the just and
righteous .nnsequence of his transgressions and
Ins sins? And on thee, oh impenitent sinner!
whosoever thou art, this doom shall assuredly be
pronounced. Sin, therefore, both from its nature
and its consequences, is what really does and ought
to give its sting to death, and between it and the
pernicious and uunreasonable causes of fear, of
which we spole, there is, through the infinite mer-
cy and grace of God, estublished this great, this
momentous distinction, that, as the latter are in-
evitable, and must be submitted to, it is vain, it is
pernicious, it is sinful, to brood over and exag-
gerate their terrors—to disturb with unnecessary
anxieties—to clog with carnal incumbrances the
spirit amid its preparation for Heaven, when about
to castaside every weight and plume its wingsin
its ascent to glory. But witi regard to the for-
mer, God, for ever blessed be his name, hath pro-
vided for us in the person of his own Son, an all-
sufficient Saviour who hath overcome death. And
10 as many as shall come unto him in humility
and in faith, accepting him as the Captain of their
salvation, he will effectually disarm it of its sting
and deprive it of its terrors. Were it not for this
Saviour—for the nature assumed—for the suffer-

ings borne—the death endured—the victory gain-
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ed by him—the glory, the power, and the domin

ion restored to him, well might sinful man,~and
what man is not sinful 2——=what man could cluaim
or hope for exemption from the senteuce of God's
violated law, but through the mercy of God 1=
well might sinful man, [ say, have shut his eyes
in despair, and in sullen dread, or thoughtless ex

cess, have awaited the judgment aud doom of the
day of the Lord. Bit uow the healing balm of
saving love and mercy is offered us, which will ef
fectually deprive sin of its poison, and the wound
ofite deadliness, While we dwell, thevefore, up

on the terrors of this sting of death, we need not
despair; tor the word and promises of God &

rect the eye of fuith to the brazen serpent of the
new covenant, which was raised for the healing of
the nations, and the sting of death, thns deprived of
its poison through the blood of Christ, becomes
but as a thors in the flash tn goad us on in the
race of faith, in the strugole of the contest, and
through the spirit of G.d finaily to conduct us to
victory. Allits peruicious inflnence, asa caunse
of terror and dismay, is removed by the sicnifice
of atunement, wiile its wholesome terrors only
lead us to cling with ficmer hold to the refuge set
before us, only induce us to redouble onr exer

tions, to increase onr prayers for the spirit of
grace, that we may be enabled stccessfully to re

sist the encrouchments of sin—~to free ourselves
from its dominion—to evince ourselves really the
children of God, by seeking a growing conformity
to his will—a growing love and devotion to his
person—a growing desire for his presence, fitness
for his communion, and meetness for his king

dom. For this purpose it is most needful for us
to remember that there is a law in our members
which warreth against the law of our minds, and
that while the one is a lJaw unto life, the other is
a Jaw unto death, We must keep the danger, the
power, and the insidiousness of sin always in view,
in order that we may not relax in the contest, and
through negligence lose the prize which is set Le-
fore us. Aud the more we reflect, the more we
impress our minds with the terrors of death in
this view; the more we contrast the sinfulness of
sin with the righteonsness of a coming jadgement;
the corruption of sin with the purity of a God of
boliness; the anxieties and the terrors of sin with
the joys of a kingdow of peace, the better we shail
be prepared to resist and to conquer it—remem-
bering that our help is laid upon one who is migh-
ty to save—that our strength is in the spirit of a
God of power—that our hope is in the promises of
& God of truth, and that as lic gave up his only
begotten and well beloved Son to the death for us
all, he will with him also freely give us all

things, You who are still in the gall of bitterness
and in the bonds of miquity, think of the wrath
of an offended God, think of the terrors of his vio-
Inted law, and of his righteous judgment, Think
of the consequsnces of his eternal condemnation.
Think that death, if ye repent not, will bring all
these things upon yon, and flee, ere it be too late,
tor ye know not what u day or an hour may bring
torth, to the arms of that God and Saviour which
are day and night stretched forth to receive, and
to rescue the humble and the penitent. He will
guard you against the terrors of death—he will
take away for you the sting of death. Ye shall
walk through the vailey of the shadow of death,
andyet (v1r no evily for his rod and his staff shall
comfbort anl support you. Ye who have fled
from the wrath to come to the refuge of the Gos-
pel, think of the terrors of that ememy whom
Christ hath, by his suffrrings and death, disarmed
in your behalf, and learn to hate it with a perfect
hatrel.  But think of the power which it still pos-
sesses over you—think of its insidiousness, and of
the weakness and deceitfulness of your own hearts
—think of the awful consequences of falling back
under the power of sin and of satan—of denying
the profession of your faith, of crucifying afresh
the Lord of life, and putting him to open shame;
and zealously exert every energy—use every
means and every opportunity which God’s grace
hath putinto your power, that you may withdraw
yourselves more and more from the power of sin
—that you may live more and more to Christ, in
closer communion with him here below, and in the
hope of a still more intimate and blessed commun-
ion with him hereafter—walking by the faith of
those things which are to come, desiring rather to
be absent from the body that you may be present
with the Lord, looking forward with joy to the pros-
pect of t. ose affections and ties which have sunk,
or shall soon sink into the dust, springing up again
to newness of life, and hallowed, and refreshed by
the presence and Jove of God our Saviour, flou-
rishing in the brightness and vigour of imwortali-
ty; and pray that the Spirit of Grace may keep
you from falling—may establish you in his way,
and scaling you by its power, may preserve you
from the snares of life, amid the the terrors of
death, and finally conduct you to glory. Amen, ¢
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FAMILY WORSIUP,

SHE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S PASTORAL LETTER TO THE
PEOPLE OF SCOTLAND, ON FAMILY WORSHIP,

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
To our dearly beloved people; grace, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father, und Christ Jesus our
Lord.

On your behalf brethren, we thank God, whom we
serve with our spirit in the Gospel of His Son. that
your faith and devotion have long been spoken of
throughout the world; and we are bound always to
have remembrance of you in our prayers night end
day, greatly desiring that, like your forefathers in
times of clearest light, you may continue steadfastly
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the
Holy Ghost, abounding in the cxercises of that un-
feigned godliness, which is profitable unto all things,
having promise of the life that now is, and of tha
which is to come,

In compliance with the solicitations of many who
watch for your souls, and are jealous over you with
godly jealousy, we have resolved to issue this brothir-
ly exhortation on the sacred and indispensable duty of

Family Worship—not as if we had any rccent

ground for apprehending that it is likely to fall into
more extensive neglect, but because we know too
well that it is by no means universally practised, and
because even the purest minds require to be stirred
up, by way of remembrance, that while they hold
fast the profession of their own faith without waver-
ing, they may consider one another to provoke and
encourage, by good counsel and good example, to the
love of truth and holiness, and to the habitual and
serious observance of those offices of piety, whercby,
as surely as the body is nourished and refreshed by
its daily bread and its nightly rest, the soul of man,
through the nurture and admonition of the Lord, is
progressively maturcd in excellence and strength, till
it is advanced to the perfection and glory of its im-
mortal existence,

In calling your attention to this momentous topic,
we think it is superfluous to enlarge on the high obli-
gations by which the duty is enforced—obligations
which are involved in the very constitation of our
frail and dependent being, and impressed on the under-
standing and the heart by the persuasive voice of
Seriptural authority, opening the cars of men, and
sealing the instruction, by which God speaketh, not
once or twice, but at sundry times, and in divers man-
ners, adding linc upon line, precept upon precept,
promisc upon promise, and threatening upon threat-
ening, 5o asto bring perpetually to remembrance both
the blessings which are multiplied to them that fear
the Lord, and the fury which is pourcd out on the fa-
milies which call not on his name. The appointment
of the reasonable scrvice of bowing down at the do-
mestic altar before the Lord our Maker, that, in
waiting for the promised effusion of the Spirit of
grace and supplication, we may be filled with the

FAMILY WORSHIP,

fruits of righteousncss, has cver been regarded by all
men of sound mind and Christian experience, not as
the imposition of an irksome yoke, but as the convey-
unce of an inestimable privilege; for as ofien as we
mark the tokens of God’s power and presence in
making the outgoings of the morning and evening to
rejoice, must every enfightencd and purified heart,
lifting up its affections to the Father of Spirits, ac-
knowledge, with triumphant satisfaction, that itis a
good thing to show forth his loving-kindness in the
morning, and his faithfulness every night.

To those only who have tasted and seen it, can we
speak intclligibly of the tranquil delight which is
awekened and sustained by such periodical acts of
houschold worship, as are not a mere formal ceremo-
ny in which the members join with reluctance or cold
compliance, but the fervent utterance of lips, which,
out of the abundance of the heart, in which the love
of God is shed abroad, are, by the influence of that
ungnenchable affection, most pleasingly constrained
to celebrate the mercies which are new every morn-
ing, and to offer up the spiritual incense of prayer
with as unceasing regularity as from the sanctuary of
Isracl the smolie of the evening sacrifice arose, or as
:he early dew of Hermon descended on the mountains
of Sion, when there the Lord commanded the bless-
ing—even life for evermore.

Without all controversy, the benefits produced by
this hallowed excrcise are ineflably precious. It is
not enough to say that thus are devout and grateful
emotions awakened—thus is fuith in the superintend-
ing providence and holy promises of God confirmed;
thus are the graces of humility, resignation, and pa-
tience, nourished and increased, while, with the con-
templation of the infinite excellence, the unwearied
beneficence, and the everlasting strength of the Lord
Jehovah, we contrast the instability, deceitfulness, and
desperate wickedness of the heart of man, By the
infallible testimony of Heaven, we are authorised to
afiirm constantly that there is an efficacy in the pray-
erof faith, which, though inexplicable by our feeble
understandings, must, through all ages, continue to
avail as much as it did in the days of those patriarchs,
vrophets, and righteous men, who, as princes, had
power with God, when, receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, they had grace to serve him accep-
tably with reverence and godly fear. The Lord is
ever nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, and
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit, when, taking
with them the words which the inspired wisdom has
taught them to utter, they lift up their desires at hiz
footstool, not secking great things for themselves, or
panting afier the dust of the earth, or sighing for the
vain delights ot the sons of men, bat thristing and
longing for the blessedness of the man whose trans-
gression is forgiven, and who, being justified by faith,
nas peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
We have no encouragement to hope that, by taking
thought for temporal satisfactions, we shall find grace
in the sight of the Lord; butif we aspire afier the
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best gifts which ave the heritage of the faithfu), seck-
ing first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness,
we belicve, and are sure, that his Divine powr will
give us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of EHim that hath called us to
glory and virtue,  Though our Father in the heavens
knoweth what things we have need of before we ask
them, and though the purposes of his everlusting kind-
ness are ofien fulfilled more substantially by withhold-
ing than by granting the desires which we natwrally
cherish, it isonly to them who worship him in spirit
and in truth, that he has promised to do exceeding
abundantly above all that they ask or think; and we
have no more solid ground to expect that we shall ve-
ceive without asking, or that we shall find without
seekingz, than the husbandman has (o look for an
abundant harvest springing up in the ficlds which he
has neither planted nor watered, or than the merchant
has to calculate on receiving his own with usury, for
tl.+ talent that has been tied up in a napkin, or buried
in the eacth,

It is not for us to unfold the laws of the spiritual
world, so as to demonstrate why and how it is that
the cominunications of heavenly influence and favour
are in any degree suspended on the frequency and
fervency of our supplications. But this we krow,
that, as in old time, the fither of the fuithful comman-
ded his children, and his household afier him to unite
with him in tke excrcises of a holy life, thatthe Lord
might bring upon Abraham that which he had spoken
of him—even -v, in all generations, may the willing
and obedient . e, that, while seeking unto God, and
committing their cause to him who doeth great things
and unsearchable, they place their confidence not in
their own importunity, or their own works, but in the
exalted merit and prevalent intercession of the Mecdia-
tor of the New Covenant, they eannot fail to be made
partakers of that abundant grace which ought to be
the chief object of all our prayers, and which is never
denied to the humble. We know assuredly that our
heavenly Father giveth his Holy Spirit to them who
ask him, and if, for the sake of lus beloved Son, he
is pleased to bestow this unspcakable gift, in answer
to the prayers of the believing soul), why should we
hesitate to admit, that it is of the Lord’s mercies, that,
by the eternal ordination of Divine wisdom, preyer
has been rendered one of the sure and sufficient means
of iransmitting to the fuithful every gaod and perfect
gift which cometh down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning.

To the duties of social prayer and thanksgiving,
accompanied with that instruction in righteousness
which the reading of the Sciiptures is calculated to
impart, let the benefits thus conferred on your several
domestic circles operate as a strong incitement. It is
not, indeed, within the compass of human ability to
infuse grace into the souls which are most tenderly
beloved.

But greal will probably be the influence of a pious

example on those who confide in your affection, and
have cause to revere your worth. If your children
and dependents perceive, that, while you are not sloth-
ful in the business of ume, you are nlso fervent in
spirit serving the Lord, and that, while you provide
for your own the food and the vaiment which are ol-
tained by the blessing of God on the hand of the dili-
gent, you ask for them that bread of heaven which
strengtheneth the heart, may you not hope that they
will be stirred up both to pray and to labour for the
meat which endureth to life everlasting, and that they
will learn to regard the favour of God as a better
portion than the abundance of corn and wine! May
you not hope that while your own minds are elevated
by contemplating the works of creation, providence,
and redemption, and by reflecting on the dignified and
endearing relation to which you have been raised in
having ¢ received the spirit of adaption, whereby you
cry Abba, Father,” they who look up to yeu for
guidance and protection will take pleasure in ap-
proaching to God, and, through the experience of the
peace of walking with the wise, will be taught to
abhor the enticements of sinners, and to hold fast that
which is good 2 And even in the case of those who,
through perversity of heart, and the snares of an
evil world have forsaken the paths of integrity and
trath, may it not be hoped that the wise counsels
which they have for a season forgotten, and the de-
votional habits which they havelong failed to imitate,
will, like the bread cast upon the waters, be found af-
ter many days?  Smail must have been your experi-
ence of the discipline of providence, if you have
never known so much as one who had wandered so
far from the way of peace as to disappoint the earn.
est expectations of his father, and to turn the joy of
her who bare him into bitterncss, but who, after his
own wickedness had corrected him, and his backsli-
dings reproved him, had been awakenced to new obe=
dience, by recalling to his agonized mind, with re-
verential awe, the solemn image of the parental guide,
in whose quiet habitation the daily exercises of prayer
and praise hallowed every pursuitlightened every care,
soothed every sorrow, and seasoned every enjoyment,
so as to render the voice of rejuicing and salvation in
the tabernacles of the righteous, a lively type of the
blessed convessations of ‘heaven, and a delicious fore-
wste of the fellowship of the saints in light.

If you kuow these things by your own experience,
or by the incontrovertible tertimony of them who have
tasted that the Lord is gracious, happy are ye if ye
do them. Nor can you have peace and safety if]
knowing what is good, you leave it undone,

And while you present your supplications for your-
selves and your families, forget not the eternal con-
cerns of the families which call not on the name of
God. If itbe, asit ought to be, your heart’s de-
sire, that they may be brought to the obedience of
the gospel, orethren, pray for us, and for all the min-
isters of the trath, that the word of the Lord may
have fiee course and be glorified, even as it is with
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you. Such an intercession” as this will asstredly
prove efficacious towards the enlargement of the house-
hold of fuith, if ail of you, both small and great, no:
only in the congregations of the upright, who in
heuvinessof heart sigh for the abounding of iniquity

and the {uting of truth, but in your families apart,
and in yon: unseen retiremenss, prostraie yourselves
at the footstool of your Father in heaven, who seeth
in secret, and pour out your desires before him in that

effectual and fervent importunity which, like the long
and patient waiting of the husbandman for the pre-
cious fruit of the earth, will, according to the sure
word of promise issue in plentcous showers of bless-
ings, not confined to any favoured spot, or any privile-
ged community, but dropping down fertility far and
wide over fields co-extensive with the inhabited world,
filled as it shall be in that evening-time ol hght with
theknowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea; and thus the God of the whole earth,
in remembrance of his holy covenant, and in fulfil-
ment of the good pleasure of his gooduness, will arise
and have mercy not only on the mountain of holiness
in which he had his dwelling in time past, but on all
in every place who call on the name of Jesus Christ

our Lord; so that, while he clothies his priests with
salvation, and makes his people shout for joy, the
ways of Zion, which have mourned because few

tame to the solemn feasts, shall be thronged with the
multitudes who keep the holy day with thanksgiving
in their hearts, and the high praises of God in their
fmouths—wisdom and knowledge shall be the stalnlity
of those times of refceshung from the presence of the
Lord, when his work shall appear before the face of
his servaats, and his glory to their children ; and they
that fear the Lord, being all replenished with the rich-
es of grace, shall take that sweet counsel together
which revives the inward part, and knits the brother-
hood of Christians in the holy unity of the fuith and
the bond of perfectness.  * ‘Then shall the offering of]
his people be pleasant unto the Lord as in the days ot
old, and as in former years.” ¢ Andthe Lord will
treate upon every dwelling-place of Mount Zion, and
upon her ussemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and
the shining of a flaming fire by night; for upon all
the glory shall be a defence.”

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES.

The American Quarierly Register gives the fol-
Jowing list of Thcological Seminaries in the United
Sutes, The list is incomplete, however—Union,
South Hanovcr, Lane, and several other Seminaries
being omitted :—

Theological Seminary, Andover, Massachuselts.

junior class, 15.

TUEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES,

Rev. Justin Edwards, D. D., President. Founded
1S08.  Senior class, 27; middle class, 34; junior
class, 50. ‘fotal 111.

Thevlogzical Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey.
Rev. Archibald Alexander, D. D., Senior Professor.
Founded 1813, Senior class, 20; middie class, 34;
junior class, 29.  Towl S3.

Theological Seminary, Bangor, Me., Rev. Enoch
Pond, D. D, Senior Prolessor.  Founded 1816, Se-
nior class, 18; middle class, 15; junior class, 10.
Toal, 43.

Theological Seminary, (Episcopal,) New York Ci-
ty. Rt Rev. Benjamin T. Ouderdonk, D. D., Senior
Professor. Founded 1819, Senior class, 24 ; junior
class, 24.  Total, 48.

Theological Seminary, Auburn, New York. Rev.
James Richards, D. D., Senior Professor. Foonded
1821. Seniorclass, §; middle class, 20; junior class,
20, Touwal, 48.

Theological Seminary, New Haven, Conu., Rev.
Nathaniel W. Taylor, D. D., Senior Piofessor.
Founded 1822. Scoior class, 15; middle class, 34;
Taoal, 64,

Theolozical Seminary, (Episcopal,) Fairfax coun-
v, Va,, Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., Senior Professor.
Founded 1822. Senior class, 7; middle class, 8;
junior class, 5. Total, 20.

Theolagical Seminary, Cambridze, Massachuselts.
Rev. Henry Ware, D. D., Senior Professor.  Found-
ed 1824, Senior class, §; middle class, 6; junior
class, 5. Toial, 19.

Thectoxical Seminary, Newion, Ms., Rev. Trah
Chase, M. A., Senior Professor.  Founded 1825,
Senior class, 10; middle class, 135 junior class, 11.
‘Toal, 34.

‘Theological Seminury, Mercersburg, Penn., Rev.
Lewis Mayer, D. D.; Scnior Professor. Founded
1825. The students are all in the junior class, and
the number is 9.

Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Penn., Rev.
Samuct 8. Schmucker, D. D., Senior Professor.
Founded 1826. Senior class, 4; middle class, §;
junior class, 8. Taoial, 20.

Theological Semirary, Alleghauny, Pa., Rev. Da-
vid Elliott, D. D., Senior Professor. . Founded 1827
Senior class, 115 middle class, 19; junior class, 11°
Towl, 41. -

Theological Seminary, East Windsor, Conn., Rev.
Bennet Tyler, D. D., President.  Founded 1834.
Senior class, 10; middle class, 7; junior class, 6.
Total, 23.

Theological Seminary. Gilmanton, N, H., Rev..

Aaron Warner, M. A., Senior Profcssor.  Founded
1836. Scnior class, 10; middie class, 6; junior class,
20. Total 36.

Theological Seminary, New Hamplon, N. Hamp-
shire, Rev. Eli B. Smith, M. A., Scaior Professor.
Founded 1836.  Senior class, §; middle class, 95 ju-
nios ciass, 8. Total 25.

‘Thealogical Seminary, (Presby-erian,) New York
Ciiy, Rev Thomas McAuley, D. ., L. L. D., Pre-
sident. Tounded 1536, Senior class, 23; niddle
class, 22; junior class, 23, To'al 68.

Thealogical Seminary, Flad<on, Qhio.  Rev. Geo.
E. Pierce, D. D., Scnior Professor. Students in al}
the classes, 13.
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GENERAL ASSEMDLY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.
Continued from page 267,
The Moderator closed the proceedings of the As-
sembly with the following specch :—

Rigar Reverexp axp Ricur lloxorabte.

It has been the becoming and useful practice of my
predecessors in this chair, to close the procecdiags of
the General Assembly with an adidress, interded 1o
carry home to the hearts of these over whom they
presided, the practical lessons which these proc edings
were calculated to teach, that they might beac ald
with them a salutary impression when about to
turn to the superintendence of the flocks among
which, as ministers and eld-rs, the great Head ef the
church had appointed them to labour. 1 could hLave
wished, in following this worthy example, to have had
an opportunity of addressing you at a time when
your attention was less pre-accupicd, and your spirits
were less exhuusted by weighty and long-protracied
duties; and I do fecl that, at this lnte hour, ncither
your patience nor my own swrength will permit m:e to
trespass long on  your time. Nevertheless, 1 wm
urged, by an imperative sense of duty, to claim your
attention to a few parting wirds; and my heart's de-
sire and prayer to Almighty God is, that 1 may be
directed to speak to you witha wisdom, a piainness,
and an unction, more suitable to the dignay of thelo
office to which your partiality has raised we, than
consistent with my own humble acquirements; and
that while the treasure is in & mean " earthen vessel,
the excellency of the power may be of God.”

In reviewing the proceedings of tlus venerable
Court since it was convencd, so many important sub-
jects crowd into my mind, that it is dififcuit to know
where to begin.  You have had uader diseussion
measures of vital impeitance, connecied nut melcly
with the bulwarks of our beloved Zion, Lut with it
very cxistence as a National
Jed seriously to consider, not only how *to lengtlien
her cords and sivengthen her siakes,” hat how 1o
guard against cuemics, who although disunited among
themsclves, have zeaiously combined o raze her from:
the foundations.  No jperiod, sines the great el ve-
volution vestored our Preshiyierinn Church to its an-
ciemt privileges, has been preguant with cvenis of
greater importance to her welfare; amd it does ap-
pear to0 be a token for good that the very cireumstan.
ces which seemed to darken her prospeats, have, by
the good hand of God upon her, been everruled t
promote her stedfastaess, to deepen her spirvirual vi
10 extend licr influence, and cutinently 1o ad
best interests.

If we tura ta the controversy which the fots of
the Establishment, reviving the cquivocal spirit cu-
gendered in the times of the common-wealth, have su
keenly excited against the connexion between churcl:
and state, while we find much to lament and o deive
cate in the spirit itself, we perccive, in its resulis; 2
quickening spirit on our people, and an infusion of
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greater energy into our institwtions  The zealof ma-
ny, which, during a period of long uninterrupted
prace, had begun to wax cold, has been reanimated ;
vefarmation of exisiing abuses has been extensively
el aovast ac ession o the diiciency  of the
ehurel has alveady been made, and is still proceeding 5
& mere deveied attention has been exented to whatever
ean promore the usefulness of pasiornl labours; and,
ahove all, & spivit of revival has bren shed alivoad
aver the fuee of chiristinn soci.ty, which it is our hope
awd earnest prayer may be only the harbinger of still
hett-r things.

1T we tarn to the steps which have been taken by
the church to prevent the imrusion of obnoxious pre-
seutecs 1o the pastoral charge of a parish, we ob-
wrve, amidst some anticipated discourngements and
irtesularities, oceasioned by the unaceustomed work-
«f the measure, many civcun:stances which in-
cite to perseverance, wnd open the brightest future
presprets. A body of faithful pastors has been in-
traduced -into the chmreh, whoese active and «flicient
sorviees have cndeared them to their respective flocks,
and athided additional strength to the Establishment;
the people have Liecome more aftectionately attached to
the clutreh of their faihers, which has made such dis-
interesied  efforts o secure their privileges; and a
fxm soiion has been laid for the progressive increase
of 4 Christian spivit among ail parties, which, under
e hiessiing of our Supreme [ead, cannot fail to pro-
wote the welfare of our Zion.

If, again, wedirect our atiention to the great ques-
tion which has avisen cut of this mcasure, as to the
spisituzl independence of our Nutional Church, and

ich hes occasioned 2 collision between the ecclesi-
astiezl and civil powars, we may confidemly rely that,
uteher the guidance of Tiim whose uwscen hand

Church. lou have buen i

brirgs zeed outof sceming cvil, and who causes not
ouly tie wrath, but e prqmixcm and selfish views
of e to praise him, even this apparent discourage-
ment witl eventualiy tend to the biest interesis of our
Holoved Bxtabhishment, I in the wieekness of wis-
Jom, and with ke hualble ut unswerving spiril be-
cowir g 1 Church of Clinst, we stand fast in that
Bbety wherewith Chirist Las made us free, we shall
find e way cleared by @ wisdom uat oar own, rnd
e diffiekies in which our falilifulness to the e
of onr Diviue Head has placed us, overruled as ths
wenns of imparting purity, influenze, and stability to
our spirituzal instits t‘inns.
dos these cvidenees and nxu:cipnlions of the
ion and faveur of cur Divine ead there are
ruers for which we have scareely less cause of hum-
:.!:- ihankifulness.  Nothing can mose anequivacally
prave thc pred ant influcnce of genuine faith iaa
$hurch of Christ than the awskening of an ealighs-
aed zeal for the difusion of pure ami undefiled reli-
gion hroughout the world. 1 need not yemind you
it r.i'icr a long period of lukewanmness and faactivi-
ach a meal kas sprang up, and has beon remiarka-
iy 'lcss*d by Divine countenance and supporl. Ti
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unwonted efforts which have of late years baga made
for extending the blessing of religious education
throughout the ignorant and neglected districts of our
northern popululion, and for bestowing on overgrown
parishes the privilege of regulae Gospel ministrations,
and an edifying :uul efiicient p.noduxl superinten-
deurc-—cﬂ'orls wiich have, in various instances, been
bles:ul with o spiritud resival, not less remarkuble
than v. is "x.\ufyuw to the pious heart; the zealous
exeruons which have been male to relicve the sprrityad
wants of our expatriated countrymen m Canada wad
Austratiz, and which, although attended wuh diflicul.
ties and discouragements, continue sull unrelaxed, and
sromise pltjmately to prudncc the most important
consequences- the impression aiready made on the
yast rcglons of heathen India, and the enlarging pros-
ct of ‘success, under the labours of your enligh-
sened and zenlous missionaries, which we are privile-
ged 1o cqteltam and lastly, the uieasures adopted by
the preceduw General Assembly, and sanctioned by
you for the m\pormm object of enlightening and con-
yerting the people of Isracl, once so highi; favoured,
and still reserved for a glovious d»suu)—nu.asurcs
vluch have been so judiciously foliowed up by your
committee, and which scemed mny wanting 1o com:
prehcnd all the great objects of missionary enterprise
that a chnsuan church can cn'bracc, at home and
l’oroad—tlxcse \ur.cd impartant, and sucsessful exer-
uons of christian bcne\'ulcn\,c, at ance display a prin-
_clple of spiritua} life and vigour in the church, and
nﬁ.\rd an evidence that the ‘S‘u.ours blessing  vests
upon its labours. Nor can 1 omit to notice otker
trnnncuons of this venerable court, which evines the
yme:pmt of chiristiun benevolence. The zeal with
which you have seconded the cifurts made by some
f our inferior courts us well as by associations and
pﬂvno individuals, for cheeking the fearful progress
of ‘Sahbath desecration wuhm the bounds of the
;hutcn—lhe testimony you have borne against the un-
speakable atrocities of the stave xradc, with which
unhappy Africa is still cursed, and to witich, after all
the efforts that hiave been made to abate s borears
!"ll' a'million of her wreched inhabitants coa-
unuc to fall a yearly sacrifice, and usder the effects
of 'luch ‘the whole popuhmon—a hundred mitlions
of immortgl souls—are sunk in hopeless basbarisig
and the anxiety you have shewa to counteannce and
support the Presbyterian churches of England, lre.
land, and America, which have clijmed your 2@l or
mved your fricadly co-opcmmn—) cur salicitude, §
a1y, and your judicious intervention in regard to
these important objects, are worihy of your ciracacter
as a church of Christ, and entitle youto the gratitude
of your fellow-crcmurcs.
" Fahers and Brathren!  While it i3 deubtless both
useful and gratifying to call to remcmbranes the gra-
cious dealings of our Divine Head towards our ce-
clesiastical Establishment, in the protection he has
bountifully vouchsafed, and the Christian spirit he
has been pleased 0 infuse, a mare prindul task re-

ECCLISIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGINCE,

mains to be performed.  The Church is still besey
with difiicultics, and troubled on every side: “with-
out are fightings, and within are fears”  Neverthe-
less, we are comforted with the undoubting convic.
tian, timat the combined eflorts of Papists, Dissciiters,
and lufidels, which are the natural conscquences of
the awakening and increasing spivit of Christian de-
votedness within the walls of our Zion, are but one
af the means which her heavenly king employs siiil
farther to excite the faithfulness of her members, :and
o purify her irom remaining corraption.  Rest as-
sured that so long as she proceeds in o course of spici-
tual jmprovement—so long us, with humble prayer
aud unflinching fortitude, she perseveres, through good
report, and through bad repart, in rectifying abuses,
in removing obstacles, in stirring up Christian virtues
and graces, in affording new weans of religious in-
struction and missionary enterprise, at home and
abrond, and in zealously  contending for the faith
once delivered to the saints,” “the gates of hell shall
not prevail against her. The Ieathen may rage,
and the people imagine & vain thing; worldly politi-
cians may combine with ambitious scctaries to plot
her destruction; but He-that is for her is greater than
all that can be againsther,  She will rise more grace-
ful and mere mighty irom the conflict, and will dis-
cover in fulure, as she has experienced in times past,
that the five of persecution, while it consumes hee
bands and enables her to walk more freely and more
firmiy, shall not pass upon herself 1o isjure her; for
the Son of God will walk with her in the midst of
the furnace: and the more intensely the flame glows,
only so much the moreshall she be warmed and en-
lightened, mehed and purified.

Right Reverend and Right Ionourable,—I cannot
conclude without rcmxudmg you that additional faith-
fulness and devotion to the cause of our Divine Mag.
ter are required of us.  While the frame-work of our
Church, being founded on the Word of God, and-
beautifully xd.mlv.d to the imporiant purposes of pa
rochial instruction and spisitual adification, is worthy
of admiration, and deserves all your zeal, such are the
cvil dispositions with which It has to deal, such the
weakness of the human iustraments by which its
functions are exercised, and such, also, the inade-
quacy of its provisions for suppiying the spiritux
wants of a rapidly increasing population, that much
fmmeniable defection prevails among its  members,
much likewarmness, wany corrupt practices, much
apen profligacy.  These requircio be resirained and
corrected with a pateraal haad.  Oa you, Fathers
and Brethren, this important task devalves; and my
cariiest prayer for you is, thai, on rcturning to your
rezpective parisiies, youmay eatry : along with you a
portion of that quickening sp'rl., \vh.ch your import-
ant l.lbours, winle asser nb cd in this placc to consult
and pravide for tne spititual weltare of our much-
loved country, were calculated, if prosecuted in a de-
votional frame, to cherish in your hearts  To all of

<

you high interests arc entrusted by our Spiritual Head,
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but especially to those who labour in word and dos.
trine.  You, Reverend Fathers, are ambassadors for
Christ, and stand in his stead to hear the message o!
salvation to perishing souls, and to offer them the
means of salvation which ke has purchased wath his
own blood. It is aduty of surpassing diznity and
jmportance.  * Who is suflicient fur tiese things 17
Well might we tremble and despair if left to our own
strength ; but we are re-assured when we call to mind
the promised aid: “ My grace is sufiicient for thee,”
says our Divine Master, *my strength is made per-
fectin weakness”  ‘L'rusting in this gracious prom-
ise, let us go on our way fewless and rejoicing.

Beloved brethren !—The task is arduous; but the
aid is ample, and the reward unspeakable. To in-
struct the willing, to encourage the feasful, and
build up believers in their most holy fuith, ave labours
of love with which the hicart goes along.  But faith-
fully 16 warn, wisely to reprove, gently yet firmly to
correct, meckly and patiently to confuie those wheo
oppose themselves—tliese are duties more painful and
more difficu’t, demanding a zcal, a prudence, a devo-
tedness, a Christian charity, which thosz slone can
attain who have fel: the power of the Gospel on their
own hemts, and have deeply imbibed the spirit of
their Divine Master.  Yet how blessed  the empioy-
ment! To Lz a fellow-worker together with God
himself, in saving but one soul from eternal destrue-
tion, and Lringing it to the marvellous light of ihie
Gospel—wouid not this beyomd measure repay 2
whole life of toil and suiltring?  Dut what sail we
say, if it should please Flim in whose hamds vre the
hearts of all men, to employ us zore extensively in
his service—10 use us s instruments for e convies
tion and conversion of wany sinn=rs? Ob! if Mis
Haly Spirit should bid light and iife spruzg up avonwd
us; while we move steadily forward through this
dark world, i the path traced by the blseding feot-
steps of our erucificd Master—i7, whic we publish
peace and salvation, the cold hearts ofour people were
tobe wamed and melted—if the young, fors
their youthful follirs, were to devote the first fraits o
their affections to their God and Savieur—ifthe honry
heads of aged sinaers were sten Lending in humble
penitence vonud the foot of the Grass—if, anmong our
own beloved flucks, and throughent the grezt mnss
of our popuintivn, tic love of God were o bein the
heart, and the precepts of his word were lo adorn the
churacter—if the present generaiion, as in the duys
of their forefathurs, were to swaciify the Sablml:, tha
a holy siilinrss should spraad over wur houses, uw
strecis, and vur Lighways, whiie man aid beast resid
from their weekly wil—if the whole land shouid ong
more become vacal with our morsing aud cveming de
votions, and the solemn antham of the palace should
bs echo=d back in lallowed strains from the lowly
cottage—if such were, under the blessing of ow
Supteme Head, to be the fruitof our pastorst la
bours, what words could express the priviiege, the

]

honour, ths immenasurable delight, of such a consam-
mation,

Rizist Reverend and Right Honourable,——1 trust
you will accept of my hearifelt acknowledgments for
the kind support ard friendiy countenance 1 have re-
ceived at your Lands during a period of most intense
anxiety and excitement,  Your favour raised me to
a distinetion of which I am unwaorthy, and [ am
decply  sensible, that while [ have endeavoured to
discharge its impostant duties Dithfully, inpartially,
and assiduously, 1 have erved in mauny things, and
fallen fur short in all. Your tenderness and gener-
aus forbearance under these trysnyg civeumstances, I
shall never forget—th -y shall live in my heart while
conscioasness remzins.  Your welfare shall be my
Jdaity  prayer—my constant prayer shull be (hinf,
thauzh separated in this world, we may be united by
tes of Christian love which can uever be broken;
aud, when called from the discharge of earthiy du-
ties, we yany meet 0 part no more in the gencral
assembly of the first-Lovn, whose nmaces ave wiitten
i hesven.

The Muoderntor then dissolved the Assembly I
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Head
of the Canzcly, 2nd jedicted it to meet on the 21st
May, 1810; after which, turning 10 His Grace, the
Lerd Conunissicaer, he said— ) )

May it plerse your Grace,—It is my grateful and
honourable duty to b the argan of this Assembly in
jresafting our humble ackuowhdgments for the atl
tention you have shown 1o eur accommodation and
convemense;  for your faithful atendance on the
several diets of this Court; and for the marks of
kinduess which the members of this Assembly have
reczived at your hands, in the winie of their inter-
cowse with your Grace.  For myse!f personally I
bope that 1 may be permiited 10 add, that I feel
peerlingly gratified with the wbanity and friendly
attention with which yoar Gracs, in you?d regad,
rot Lo the humble individual, but to the ofline he ua-
wortidy Lolds, hascondesernded to honeur me.
Your Grace has witnessed the free discussion of
hiveis in which the vital interes:s of the Church and
of veligion ware dueply concerned,  If ansuch sabe
jesis our defiberations should have sametimes exhibi-
wed nowarnih aateal o avd it winds, we do trast
that vou wast have perevived tn thenrall a pervading
samtaent of loyaliy o our carthly Sovereizs, ma-
aled with 3 sease of pasusvant duiy 10 our Divive
thoad j—and that yon will carry o the foot of the
throne an assarance, tmt whatever may he our diffec-
onees of opinion in otker respecats, there is one senti-
fch we are wil minst cordially united—that

ment in v
of an carnest dusire to promote faity and  dotiful
swberdination among her Mauiesty’s subjects, while
we eadeavour abuve all o advance the spiritaal efie
sieney of our Chureh, ard the moral and religious
weltare of the peopie uf tais tawd.

May it please your Guace.— You are well aware of
tire unaninous and earnest desire of the Church to
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relieve the spiritual destitution which so unhappily
prevails in various districts of Scotland, where the
vapid increase of the population has far outgrown her
means of pastoral and parochial supeiinendence ; and
your Grace is also uwequainted with the disinter. sted
ctforts which have been made, and the preaniary sa-
crifices which have been mcurredy for abatng tiis
evil. I nced only therefore mention it as the last and
earnest tequest of this, as it was of the preceding
Aszembly, that inthe influentinl civcles to which your
Grace has access, our urgent claims for the extension
of our churches and of our schouls, may be promoted
by your Grace’s countenance and friendly aid.

The prayer of the Assembly for you is, that the
bl:ssing of Almighty Ged may attend your private
engagemenis, your public duties, wid your temipore)
and eternal interests—that his grace may Le in your
heart, and may sanctify your domestic affvetivas,
your views, and your pmsui's.  We are wboat to be
separated, never to by all assemblad agii on eartis,
and our relative condition is on the paint of lLeing
dissalved. May the Haoly Spivit so zuide your Grace
und us, that wien catled henes, we may ail meet 1
that blesscd country where, if there be any distinction,
it isonly thit which arises from noze hely affetions, |
and a more inimate union with our sdorable ead.

The Commissioner replied.

The Assenibly then dissolved at two o'cluck in the
moruing.

o

RELIGICTS AWARENING IN DENTALD
From the New Yark Qhserver,

Ta the Loudun Alisiunary Regiser fur Juae, 1
eeived by the Greal Western, we liad a ki i
resiing acconat of @ remarkable rlliy
amonyg the Lindoos in the viciniy ol ¥ t
onc of the siations of the Charch Missionary Socie-
ty, on the Jelingha, a braneh ofthe Hoogly, chout 70
miles north of Calcuua. 3

1t seems that in 53 viliages,
exiending for sixty miles along the Jelingha, o the
north-cast and south-west of Kishnaghur, more taun
3039 Hindoos have thrown away their idols within a
few moaths, and expressed a desire to be admitied
into the Christian Cunrch.  The moveamont bears 2
strong vesemblanve to that withessed by the aposties
on the day ot Pentcecost, and will remind the reader
ot similar receat scenes in the Sociciy and Saudwich
Islands.

We give below the repart of Archideacon Dealiry,
who visited the villazes at tie request of the Lord
Bixhop (Wilson) o Caleuita, for the purpose ol leaii-
iag the truth respeciing this wondertut chanze. On
ascenaining that they were 1rue, tae Bishop immiedi-
ately entered with his whole soul info ihe matter,
and wrote to London, 10 tie Directors of tize Churci
Missionary Society, urging the tmporiance of send-
inﬁuﬂwccn hiny and forty addizional clergymen,
schoolmasters aud cutechists, iuto this part of the
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field. In thi¥ communication to the Directors, the
Bishop says: “ [f'we can but enter at the-wide and
etfectual deor in time, not only these 3000 or 4000,
but the whole population of the fity or sixty vil-
lages may receive the Christian faith, and resemble
our Chiistian villages in the times of our Anglo.
Sax m forefathers in the 6th and 7ih centuries. Such
a ulorions scene has never yel been presented to our
lunging eyces in Bengal.”

The following are extracts from the report of the
archdeacon, dated Feb. 15, 1539.

On the return of the Bishop and myself from the
Straits, at the end of November, 1838, we reccived
from Mr. Deerr, the Church missionary stationed at
Kishnaghur, an account ot a wonderful excitement
and ingnivy on the subject of religion, among the
natives in several villages near the Sudder station,
to which he is appointed.  Subsequent letters to the
same cffect determined us to visit those villages, aud
o enguire into the urigin and reality of the work.

The Bishop’s duties, however, in Calcutta, pre.
veuted him from fulfilling his intention ; but, at his
cequest, T most gladiy agreed to visit the scene of this
work, atad to mike all the inquiry 1 could, in order
that we might judae how far it was the work of the

I biessed Spirit of God.

Accordingly, on February 8, 1839, T left Caleutta,
in compeny with a native {riend, the Rev. K.
Banerjea, for Kishnaghur. We arrived there on
Satmday orning, the 90h, T was most kindly ve-
ceived by R. P. Nisbeit, ksq. the Civil and Session
Jadge, As we could not go outto the villages before
Aocday, 1endeavoured to obtain {vom Mr. Deerr, as
fitll an account as possible of the work which had
brought me up. Ireceived from him the following
particulars:—

1. Namber of Inquirers. .

I'here are not less than fifiy-five villages, contain.
ing among them upward of 500 families, who are
convineed of their lost state as sinners, believe that
ihe gospel of Christ provides the only means of sal-
vation, and are ready and anxious to be baptized
into thai faith.  Thesce familics average about six in
a family ;5 so that there are not less than 3000 souls
sceiing admission into the Christian fold.

1. Crizin and cominencement of the work.

e bhad bemrd, in the beginning of 13733, of a perse-
civion JZainsta scet composed pardy of Mussulinans
and parniiv of Hiedoos.  “Ihis seet was called * Kur-
ta Buojal” wotshippers of the Creator. They are de-
tived non the seet of the Dervish 2mong the Ma-
hoamtedans; bae aave adopled in addition, some ar-
teley of e Caristinn faith,  They worship only oue
Gy, having vothing to do with idels, and believe
that Gud wiil come inte the world in a human form.
My, Deerr believes ihat, in iheir present character,
they are ul recent orig e beardihai they bore the
persectiien against them with great paiience, and
Jihoiagint that this was a prouf of their sincerity, how-
ever erionzous might b2 therr principles; and deter-
urined 10 pay them a visity 10 inquire 1nto their belief,
Yoooov i il possidle, to the true way of
Sireanae dan wcordingdy went; and in the first
Voo it was convinee:t of tieir sineerily, saw much that
was gond amony them, musi that he greatly admir-
e, espectally the love and affection Which they had
for one anoiher.  In speaking upon the Christian
relizion, he did net think there wis much impression
made; bt he lett them some copies of the gospels,
woad desermined to visit them again. He renewed
his visit in the begioning of 1836, They reccived
him more cordially, listened to him more attentive-
Iy, and an impression was evidently mace favorable
10 the truth,  Afier several visits of a vimilar nature,
fie arked to have public worship among them.  They

el o,
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agreed, but with considerable reluctance, as they
were afraid of increasing persecution. Afier dinner,
the inquirers assembled fur worship, and many oi
the heuthen joined them. They showed, however,
great (ear and timidity. The missionary asked them
one by one, * Are you afraid to pray 7' They re-
plied, *“ No, we are not afraid.” He then said,  Let
us pray:” the inquirers immediately fell upon their
faces. The heathen were startled at this, as they
considered the very act of prayer with Christians an
avowal of Christianity. Hence, all these inquirers
were, from this time, considered as out of the pale
of heathenism; their caste was gone, and they werc
looked upon as the followers of Jesus Christ. ~ They
were put under Christian_instruction, and a few
months after were baptized. A most rigid persccu
tion was now commenced against them. Their
wives and children were taken from them by their
heathen relatives, and only restored by an order from
the magistrate.  From this period the truth prevailed
more fully ; others, of the sect especially above nam-
ed, visited the Christians, and became more favoura-
bly disposed toward them, and invited the missionary
to preach the gespel tothem also.  He complied with
their request; public worsiip was established among
them; many were convinced of the iruth of Chris-
tianity, and openly declared ““that this was the very
thing which they had been seeking for.”

In 18348, the leading men in ten villages belanging
to the Kurta-Bhoja sect avowed their belief in the
gospel, and, after instruction, were baptized into the
faith of Christ. They straizhtway confessed Him
belore the heathen, and established public worship in
their villages. This created great excitement and
curiosity among their relatives and  conncctions.
They attended the worship, to know what it all
meant : more violent opposition and persecuniion were
the result, and every one that attended the worship
was considered a Chiistian. In one village, the ex-
cilement was so great, that when the missionary be-
gan to preach, they anxiously enquired, * What!

as the pestilence reached us also?’ A&n inquirer
had two brothiers who fled from their homes tor fear
of caiching the infection. ‘The man before whose
house the preacher stoed was tarned out by the viila-
gets, because they thouz it he had been the means of
bringing the missionarics 10 the village. Bui, as is
usual in persecutions, the truth spivad, the Christians
were more in_carnest, the inquirers muliiplicd, atd
the word of Gud prevailed, so that whole wilics be-
came obedient to the fith, Here is the result,. Some
of the scei have gone back agein; but the greater
part remain firm, and sre pow anXivus for bapiisn.

In only one instance he has found ihat an indi
vidual professed himselt a Christian from fear, and
‘not Jrom principle. This the man has since confess-
sed. His fatier-in-law had become a Chrisiizn. He
visited him, to talk with him on the subject. e
was considered, for this act, a Chrisian, and cast out
by his neighbours on his veturn. e has, liowever,
since given good hope. From the first time of the
inquiry, Christian catcchisis and teackers have been
constamly among them. The missionary has liuie
doubt of the sincerity of mest of them.

Here is his statcment of the origin and progress of
the work. Itappears natural, and what we shouid
have expecied.  We hope itis of God; but we wouid
speak with caution, nnd wait to see furiher.

UL The preseut state of itic wark.

Mr. Decrr thinks, that ot ol the 300 families who
are candidutes for baptism, 200 of tiem are prepared
for the holy sacrameat~—that is, about twelve hundred
individuals.

How are the spiritual wants of these people to
be suj:piied, should they b2 admiited into ihe church ?

1. There are, Mr. Deerr and Mr. Alexander, an
European catechist, who has lately been sent to assist
in the mission.

2, Two native catechists, Paul 2nd Ramdhum.
These are of great importance, in reading the prayers
and seriptures, expounding, catechizing, &c.

3 There are six readers. Their duty is simply
to read the scripturcs and catechise, to read tracts,
&ec. ‘Uhey have been taken chiclly from the villages,
are conversant with the manners of the yeople, &c.
and are very useful in their places.

4. The English schoolmaster at Kishnaghur, Mood-
ha Shuodun. He was partly educated at Bishop’s
College. Besides his duties at the English Schoo),
he renders aid in visiting the villages, and reading
the service, &ec.

These are all at present engaged—that is, eleven
persuns for the fifty five vilages. However desirous
they may be to contribute all the aid which they can,
it must be utierly inadequate to supply the most par-
tial spiritual aid to all the villages; they could not
even give the baptized one service each Sabbath,
Sumetk:ing, then, must be done to provide more help,
should the candidates be ripe for baptism.,

Saturday Evening, I'eb. 9, 1829.— Afier a pleasant
Subbath day at Kishnaghur— on which I preached
twice to the residenis, and administered the holy sa-
crament of the Lord’s Supper—we set off to visit the
viilages, and 1o judge how far we could concur with
our friend, Mr. Deerr, that the work was of God.
There were of our party, mysclf, the Rev. W. J.
Dcerr, the Rev. K. M. Banerjea, the Rev. J. J.
Weithrecht, and the Rev. ‘I, Sundys. The two last
named gentlemen we very providentially and unex-
pectedly met at Kishnaghur: they had heard of the
work, and came to see what things God had wrought,
We were out three days; visited four of the princi-
pal villages, and baptized in them beiween five and
six hundred persons, incinding woinen and children.
As the work was nearly of a similar character in all
the villages, it may perhaps he suilicient to_give the
proceedings of one of them mere in detail, as from
that a fair judgment may be formed asto the rest.

Ve first went 1o Anunda Bas, 2 Jarge village about
ten coss from Kishneghuor, At this village, there
were about sixiy faumidies sceking Christian baptism.
On our way to it, we had to pass near a small village
named Beagel Chn, where there are several families
secking the truth.  "They surrounded our palanquins,
and ezinestly desived that we would not pass them
without giving them some vervice.  They consider-
ed their carnestress and sincerisy. It was something
Ynew 1o see [fengalees thus pressing for Christian in-
straction. 'We could not comply with their request,

as our arrangemcents had been forn:ed, and such im-
| portan: duties depended on them.  'We desired, how-
i«:’:er, our f=iend Krishsa Mvobana Banerjea to siay

atd give them a short address, tnd then 10 follow us,
with which request he readily complicd.

We arrived at Anunda Das sbout 12 o’clock. Ar-
rangomenis for serviee were made, and the inguirers
assembled in a smnall compound before a native hut
belonging to one of the Chistians. A kind of screen
frout the heat was made by cloths being thrown aver
ipoles.  There was a large nomber present. The can-
sdidates fur baptism were placed in the front in rows.
We commenced by singinga kvmn.  ['then address-
cd them, Krishna Mohana Banerjea imerpreting for
me. Ttold than that the api, with other Ciris-
tans in Calenita, had hezrd that Ged had putit into
their hearts 1o abandon their idols, and to embrace
Christianiiy ; that we carnesily hoped that it was
the work of God upon their hezrts; that no temporal
maiives had induced them to so serious and impor-
w@wal a step; that they kad well weighed and fully
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1
understood the duties and obligations of th® Chris-
tian religion; and that it was wich the conviction o}
their sintul state, of the salvation of the gospel, and
of the difliculiies which they woukl have 1o undergo,
that they had resolved o become tie followers o
Christ; that then, and then alone, could they expeet
it to bzcome a blessiug to thein, and we should be able
to rejoice in their conversion. 1 expressed to them
how thank!ul I feluthat theirs was the first village
which we had visited; that | hoped its name wasa
token four good; and that, it they became sincere
Christians, real bzlievers in Jesus Christ, it would
traly be  Annada Bas"—thut is, the © village ol jov?
~xfor Christiaaity was the religion ol happiness and
joy. Butas no good could b expecied without the
divine blegsing, before prceeding larther, I request-
ed them to join in cariew piayer for that blessing,
and that they might have tne Spirit of God to teach
them. Mr. Sandys tacn oflered up the sacrifice of
prayer and thanksgiving; and never did I see a great-
er apparent seriousness.  ‘I'he poor people, prostrate
on their fiaces, made tireir responses in the most so-
lemnn and audible manner. Mo Deerr next gave
them an aflectionate and carnest address upon the
necessily ot feeling their state as sinners, of believing
in Christ, of renouncing their old habiws, and of obe-
dience to the Son ol God.  His subject was, “asmany
of you as were baptizad wo Christ have put on
Christ ” We then procceded tothe most important
par, the examination of ihe candidates for baptism,
They were questioned as to their knowledge ot their
own state and c.nditicn—ol their respunsibriity to
God—of the characier of God-—ol Jesus Chrisi—ol
the way of salvation—ol the obligation into which
they were about to enter, and especially in felerence
to their motives, their expeciations, and their fuiure
habits. On ihese and other topics, they gave as sa-
tisfactory answers as could have been expected: it
rather exceeded than cane short off what we hag
lovked for. ‘Two were fuand deficient. One, an vid
man of a fine open countenance, could not repeat the
fourth Commandment.  1Ie s:id he bhad it in his
heart; but being an old man, he could not learn so
rapidly as younger wen coald. We spoke to him
with affection; but thonght it better to adhere to the
priociple which we had laid dewn, viz. that the cute-
chumen should be able 10 repest tne Lord’s Prayer,
the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,  [ihen usk-
ed the missionary brethren if they thouxht “ thatany
cowld forbid water that these persons shonid not be
baptized 7' Tt was the unanimous opinion that they
ought 1o b2 received iato the told of Christ. The so-
lemn ordinance was then adwministered by the bre-
thren present. About 150 persous, 1 think, were
then baptized; of this, I shall knew from the cate-
chist, Paul.

Krishna Mohana Banerjeq, at my regiest then ad-
dressed the newly bapuzed on the sotemn ciigage-
ments into which they bad entered, pointing out o
them, 1. What they had bzen; 2. What hey now
were; 3. What their condact in juiure onght o be.
Mr. Deerr then addressed 1he heattien ; and the bless-
ing having bzen pronounced the congregiion was
dismissed.

At three more viilages, Bana Bund, Bha Parparab,
and Sholah, we went through similar services, exa-
mining and admiiting candidates, exnoring them 10
steadiastness, &e.  Aliogeiher there were inthe tivee
days, about 360 adimitted to bap! There may be
many among the inquirers who have been intduenced
by wrong moiives—inany who do not fully uader-
stand what they are doing-—many who have jeined
because their families did so. I understand that, in
somne of the more distant vitlages, the missionavies
found much ignorance and sceularity prevailing,
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wore than at the nearer_and jarger villages; but
with the greater number, I firmly believe there is a
desire to obtain salvation. 1 fully agree in-the senti-
ments which one of the clergy present, the Rev,
irishna Mohana Baneriea, who Bcst knows the na-
tive character, has cxpressed. He observes: * The
very areat number who have placed themselves un-
der Christian instruction, the earnestness with which
some ol them spoke out their feelings, and the inte-
rest with which they heard the word, together with
the great gratitnde which all of them scemed to feel
on accouat of our visit, are comforting proof8 that
the Lord is in the midst of them. ‘The satisfuc-
tory answers which wcre returned to our ques-
tions by the candidates for baptism, confirn the fa-
vourable opinion to which the other circumstances
leadd 3 especially if we consider that the men were,
with few exceptions unable to read, and had seldom
opportuuities of hearing ihe word of God, in corse-
@ience of their distance from Kishnaghur, and tie
want of resident catechists among them. Itis scarce-
Iy possible that <o many individuals would cowe for-
ward simultaneously 1o profess a religion which
must cxpese them to persecation and trouble, if they
were not influenced by sincerity of heart and purpose.
I cannot, thetefore, help inferring that the work is
of God, who hath declared his salvation, and openly
showed his righteousness in the sight of the bre-
thren.

Uxiax oF 7ne Associate SyxNob witit tae CHURCH.
—The Syned met in Edivburgh on Tuesday, and
wis opened by a very suilable sermon by the Rev.
Alr. M'Indoe of Kirkaldy, the late Moderator, from
Psabin Ixxxvii. 3 ~“Glorious things are spoken of
thee, O ciiy of God;” alter which the Rev. John

P\Vright of Alloa was chosen Moderator.

The business of the Union was largely discussed
on Wednesday, aud a final vote come to in the eve-
ning, when the result was every way favourable, the
m2jutiiv on the side of this measure beinz found con-
stderubly greaier than cven at the previous Synod.
A motion, embadying a series of vesolutions express
ive of swisinetion with the late proceediugs of the Ge-
nerud Assembiy, and warrenting the embers of Sy-
vod to accede to tire Presbyteries of the Established
Church, was carvied over a wmotion for farther delay
by 39 to IS votes, in a very full meeting of Synod—
majority 26.

‘I'his business is now adjusted, and it is satisfactory
to know that nothing conld be more conciliating
than the spirit manifested by both parties. The mi-
neiity, respeeting the motives of their brethren, lodg-
ed uo proiest; and the Synod, giving all due conside-
raiicn to the ditlienlies ol the minority, frankly
agreed to leave the Synodical Books in the handscof
the small residue who may still, for a time, actin an
associate capaciiy, &t being understoad that both par-
ties should have equal access to themn, and that no at-
tempis at litigation, in respeci of civil property, should
he nade on either side; but any questions of this
kind, it such should arise, shounld be settled by Chris-
tian aibitration. 'The constituzion of the Synod, in
its extended form, it was agreed, should cease
with the fiaal sederant of this Svnod. But the mi-
upon unworthy metives.  In zil thisthere is nothivg
certain, nothing noble.  But be tlat follows the work
of God, that is, labours to gain souls, not to a sect and
a subdivision, but to the Christian relizion, that isto
the fuith and obedience of the Lord Jesus, hath a pro-
misc to be assisted and vewarded: and all those that
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norily are fully empowered to act as a Presbytery

or, if they choose, as a Synod, o long as theyare not

perfectly satisfied to accede, as their breturen will
immediately do, to the National Charch. “T'ne wi-
poriiy, itis hoped, wili by degrees werge into the |
gnion : some of then having proresscd warmly their
favour for the objeet, it the present question between
Churcih and State were only thovoughly settled on a
satisfactory basis.—Scotlish Guardian.

Missionary Contriecrions.— The receipts of the
Awmerican Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions in the year ending July 3lst, amounted to
$241,688.

The receipts of the Baptist Board of Foreign Mis-
sions in the year ending in April, amounted to
$110,190.

Of the Preshyterian Board of Foreign Missions, in
the year ending in May, $62,979.

Of the Episcopal Board of Foreign Missions, in
the year ending in June, $29,153.

The United Biethren or Myravians, in the year
1838, §11,852.

The entire receipts of the Methodist Missionary
$ociety for both Foreign and Domestic Missions, in
the year ending in Muay, were §135321; of which
sum two-thirds may be set down as appropriated to
Foreign Missions, zineluding those 10 the American
Indians,) that is $90,348.

Addiug tothese sumns $10,000 contributed by small-
er societies, the whole amount disposahle by this
branch of Prolestant charity in the United States
during the year, may be estimated at £356,210.

The available fands of the Domestic Missionary
Societies of the United S:ates for the same period
mﬂ' be considered as follows:

merican Home Missionary Society, $32,564

Methodist Missions, 45,174
Presbyterian Board of Missions, 41,759
Episcopal, 38,444
Baptist, 18,720

Adding $10,000 to this sum, to incinde minor op-
erations, the aggregate amount for domestic missions
is $236,661 ; and the total contributions for all Protes-
fant missions $792,871.

MISCELLANEOTUS.

IwutiLity of CoxTrOvEzsy.——It is enough to
weary the spirit of a disputer, that he shall ar-
guetill be hath lost his voice, and his time, and
somelimes the question too; and yet no man
shall be of hix mind more than he ~was before.
How few turn Lutherans, or Calvinists, or Rumazn
Catholics, from the religion cither of their couniry
orinterest! Possibly two ot three weak or intercsi-
ed, fantastic and easy, prejudicate and eficminate un-
derstandings, pass from church to church, upon
grounds as weak as those, for which formerly they
did disseat; and the same arguments are good or
bad, as exierior accidenis or interior appetites shall
determine. [ deny rot but, for great causes; some
opiuivas are 10 be quitted: but when I consider how
few do forsake any, and when auy do, ofientimes
they choose the wrong side, and they that tuke the
righter, do it so by coutingency, and the advaniage
also is so little, I believe that the triumphant persis
bave but small reason 1o please themse:Ives in gaining

proselytes, since their purchase is so small, and as
weonsiderable to their trinmph, as it is unprofitable
w them, who change for the worse or for the better
@0 to heaven, are the purchase of such undertakings,
ihe fruit ol such culiure and labours; for it is only a
holy life that lands us there. » * * [ am weary
and wiled with rowing up and dowr in the seas of
questions, wlich the intercsis of Christendom have
commenced, and in many propositions of which I am
hearily persuaded I am not certain that fam not
decerved.
Jeacyy Tavior.

Tur Axcient Cuunies.——For six centaries,
commonly called the dark ages, they preserved
in Scoland the light of Divine truth, the love
of sacred learning, the reverence of apostolie tra-
dition, the obedience of the Lioly Seriptures, and
they sent forth over all Enrope hghts 1o enlighten
the nations, men of migh: to contend against the man
of sin; which made the Scottish name 10 be identi-
fied during these times with picty and learning ; and
when they could no Jonger preserve their king and
county fram the depiedations of the lovers of dark-
ness, they retired o their cells, the fasinesses of
their piety and religion, and thence maintained a no-
ble resistance for the relies of theirorder. Thougk
much corrupied and grealy fallen from their primi-
tive purity and valour, they did still preserve a stea-
dy warfare against the Roman name. Nor do they
cease w be vigible on the siage of history until about
the time that Grosteste, bishop of’ Linculn, defied the
pope, and Wickliffe denounced the monks as the ser-
vants of the devil. But no eye of history can pene-
traic intothe homes and habiiations and hearls of the
people; and therelore no one can say, bow long, after
the beginning ot the fourteenth ceniury, when we
luse sight ol them in the existing records of our coun-
try, they may have subsisted amongst the people, like
the Druids and the bards of preceding ages; and
preserved throughout the land a cerizin leaven of
betier things, the memory of deparied liberty, the
hope and the desire of liberty again.  To me, reflect-
ing upon the long-lived traditions of my native land,
evidenced by the poems of Ossian and the minstrelsy
of the Border, and those tales which have appeared
in our own day, and of which ten times wore than
have appeared do circulaie among the people of Scot-
land ‘—10 me, I say, reflecting apon the traditionary
lore of my native land, and the reverence for anti-
quity which characterizes the people of the Scotiish
name, it is a thing beyond doubt, thar the wrestlings
of the Culdees against the Papacy did disseminale
through Scotland that hatred of Roman supersiition,
and preservethat love of religious liberty, and prefer-
ence of a primitive church, withou: pomp or cere-
monies, which have distinguished and blessed us
amongst the naticus of Christendom.

Epwarp IrviNae.

VISITATION OF THE sick.~— A vagne and indefinite way
of praying for thesick, may be productive of the most
alarming consequences; while atsuch a period, when
fearsare alive and active, and the unhappy patientis
cager in the observance of every thing thut nay seemn
to throw light upon his condition, the manuer of your
address at the throne of grace on his behalf, if judi-
ciously adapted to his case, by theblessing of God, may
be rendered eminently useful to his soul. I remembef
an anecdote e this effcct related by Mr. Mason or

New York.

. e re——c———

. ermmn e <= 5 o —————

e

> 42« g s i § S ae o e S © s o1
ric+4 o8 Ea o

GRS T

g

e,



208 POLTRY.

Mr. John M. Mason, of New York, was requested to
visita lady in dying citcumstances, who, with ber hue-
band, openly avowed infidel principles, though they at-
tended on his ministy. Onappioaching her bed-side
he asked her, i’ she felt herself a sinner, and her
need of @ Saviour. She frankly told him, she did
not; and that she believed the doctrine of a Mediator
to be all a farce! ‘Then,’ said the Doctor, ¢ I have
no consolation for you—not one word of comtort.
There is not asingle passage in the ‘Bibie that war-
rants me to speak peace to one who rejects the Medi-
ator provided. You must take the conscguences of
your infidelity.’ So saying he was about leaving the
reom, when some one suid, CWell, il you cunnot
speak consolation to her, you can pray for her. e
assented, and kneeling down by the bed-side, prayed
fer her as a guilty sinner just sinking into hell; and
then left the house. ‘T'v his utter astonishment, a day
or two after, he received a message (rom the lady,
earnestly desiring that he would visit her without de-
Jay. What was his amazement when, on entering
the coom, she held out her hand to him, and with a
benignant smile, said, ‘It is all true—all that you
said on Sunday is trne I have seen myself the
wretched sinner you described me to be in prayer.
I have seen Christto be that all-snflicient Savour
you said he was—and God has mercifully snatched
me from the abyss of infidelity in which 1 was sunk,
and placed me on that Ruck of Agcs. There Tam
secure—there I shall remain—I know whom I have
believed.” All was like a drcan to him  But she
procceded and displayed as accurate a knowledge of
the method of salvation revealed in the Gospel, and
as firm a reliance on it, as if'she had been a disciple
of Christ for halt’ a century, yet there was no boasi-
ing or presumption—all was huamility, resiznation,
and confidence. She called her husband, and charg
ed him to educate their daughter in thie fear of God;
and above all, to keep her {rom those novels and
books of infidel sensuality, by which she had been so
nearly rvined; and on the cvening of the same day,
expired in the fulness of joy, and peace in believ-
ing. .

gI‘he account which the doetor received from her
attendants was this; that his praycr fasicned upun
her mind—that soon after he had left her, she became
alarmed respecting the state of her soul—thui at oue

eriod, such was her agony, that although on the

unday bher voice was so feeble, that she could scarce-
ly be heard, yet her cries were distinctly audible
from the second story to the cellar of the Louse, and
that at lengih =he found peace in believing in Christ
as he is exhibited in the Gospel.—Cumsrian Inren-
LIGENCER,

POETRY.
THE ROSE WITHOUT A TiIORN.
The flower, in all its sweetness,
Must wither and decay ;
And soon, my child, time’s flectness
‘Will bear thy frame away.

‘Though on thy cheelt is blended
The rose and lily’s bloon;

Death, ere their day is ended,
May call thee to the tumb!

Give not a sighof sadness
For joys that cannot last;

Arzyleshire, July, 1836.

Prepare to live in gladness,
When all these scenes are past.
Let Sharon’s Rose be braided
In youth’s uncertain morn;
*Twill be, through life, unfaded,
The Rose without a thorn.

In the dark night of sorrow
"L'will be thy constant {riend,
And on the coming morrow
Dring to thy woes 2u end.
And when in pain reclining,
About to leave all care,
Sweet Sharon’s rose unpining,
Will shed iis fraorance there.
Axon,
—_—
STANZAS.
BY J. MONTGOMERY.
A race, a racc on carth we run,
And hold a prize in view,
More bright than if we chaxsed the sun
Through heaven’s cthereal blue.

Changes we prove, and vanish soon—
Changes from youth to age;

Silent as thuse that shape the moon
In her brief pilgrimage.

Like constellations on their way,
That meet the morning lighs,

We travel up to higher day,
Through shades ol deeper night,

Their tasks the heavenly host fulfil,
Ere long to shine their last;—

We, if we do our father’s will,
Shail shine when they are past.

Knitlike the zocial stars in love,
Tair as the moon, and clear
As vonder sun enthroned above,

Christians through lile appear.

THE FUTURE DAY.
But who shall see that glorious day,
When, throned on Zion's brow,
The Lord shali rend that veil away
Which hides the nations now-
When earth no more, bzneath the fear
Of his rebuke shall lie;
When pain shall cease, and every tear
Be wiped from every eye.

Then, Judah, thou no more shalt mourn
Beneath the heathen’s chain;
Thy days of splendor shall return,
And all be new 2gain.
The Fount of life shall then be quaffed
In peace by all who come!
And every wind that blows shall wait
Some long-lost exile home!
Moogs,




