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years; at 11 o'clock in the forenoon.” \

_ With reference to the foregoing notice,
-we are requested to state that, as many%f
-the members of our Churches here are
desirous of extending their hospitalities to
such Ministers and Ii’lders as may feel dis-
_posed to. aceept of them, and who may
-not have personal friends in Montreal,
Clergymen and Elders purposing to attend
the Synod and willing to accept of this
cardial invitation, dictated as well by per-
sonal respect as by respect for the office
which they fill, are respectfully. requested
forthwith to intimate their intention to any
of the foilowing Elders, Messrs. Benny
and MacIntosh (St. A ndrew’s) and Messrs.
Gibson and Greenshields (St Paul’s), in
order that the necessary arrangements
may be made and notified to such Minis-
ters and Elders previous to their leaving
home.. It is trusted that this announce-
ment will be'received. in the kindly spirit
in which it is madd, especially as suchan
event as that recorded in-our March num-
ber illustrates forgibly its necesdsity and
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N. R.—Inregard to the foregotng list jt is proper |.

to state. that it should have appeared in the April
number but, was sent in too late.
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various Congregations had previonsly contributéd
to the same object through other channels. i
The lists will not-be closed till Saturday, 7th
July. i H. R.

SYNOD OF CANADA,—JEWISH AND
FOREIGN MISSION OF THE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND.

Amount formerly noticed,..........

Fergus Congregation, St. Andrew’s

Church, by A. D. Fordyee, Esq... 1 10 0
John Mowat, Treasurer for the Scheme.

Kingston, 23rd April, 1855.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S INDIAN MISSION.
The Annual Contribution of the Congre-
ation fof St. Paul's Church Montreal to
the  G¥neral Assembly’s Indian Mission
Fund amounts to £41, being £16 13s. 4d.
more than *the £24 6s. 8d. Currency or
£20 Stg. which this Church has for some
years past remitted for the maintenance of
two native Teachers or Catechists in Cal-
cutta.

DIED.

At Williamstown, Glengarry, on the 2lst
March, the Rev. John MacKenzie, in the 64th
year of his age, and the 36Gth of his ministry at
ihat place. With an ear ever open to the tale of
woe, a heart ever feeling for %ﬂ, his liberali-
ty knew no bounds but the ¥#aMs of his means.
11 him tbe widow has lost an advocate, and the
orphan a friend.. Strongly attached to his native
land, and fo that Church of which he was a minis-
ter, he suffered no narrow partialities to restrict
his benevolence, no doctrinal differences to retard
his active charity. Of him it may truly be said

. that, following in the foutsteps of his Lord and
Master, “ he went about continually doing good.”
—Montreal Gazette.

CONGREGATION OF GALT.

We learn from one- of the Trustees of St. An-
drew’s Church, Galt, that on Sabbatn, 25th March,
after an appropriate aad very eloquent discourse
by the Rev. Hamilton Gibson from the words,
Isaiah ii. and 4th, “ And they shall beat their
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into
pruning-hooks: Nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more,’—the collection in behalf of the Patriotic
Fund amounted to £18 ¢’y.—Guelt Recorder.

PATRIOTIC Fuxp.—We have much pleasure in
stating that the Presbyterian congregation (Dr.
Machar’s) in Kingston, Canada West, has collect-
ed the sum of £32 5s. for the Widows and
Orphans of our Soldiers in the Crimea. This is
in addition to the private subscriptions of the
members of the congregation, and to the gereral
collection ordered by the Synod. Itisa substan-
tial proof of the lively interest taken by our
friends in Canada in the welfare of the country
of their forefathers.—Edinburgh Post.

e e

BELCH-RIDGE CONCERT.

A Concert of Sacred Vocal Musie, in ennec-
tion with the Beech-Ridge Singing School, was
held in the School-house on Friday, 16th March,
in the evening. The room was well filled at
the proper time, wany having come from a dis-
tance over very bad roads rather than not be pres-
ent on the occasion, which speaks much in th.elr

raise. The Rev. Mr. Macdonald (Presbyterian
K’linister) was unanimouslfy elected President,
and Mr. John Anderson, Vice-President, of the
meeting. After an address from the Chairman,
in which he explained the object of the Concert,
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namely, the promotion of good euging in the house
of God, and, having spoken ofithe ntility of Vocal
Music, and the great need thatall should cultivate
the art of singing in order to the better performing
of that much esteemed part of Divine worship; the
Choir, led by Mr. W. H. E. Martin, teacher, of St.
Remi, commenced the performance of a variety of
selected tunes and pieces of sacred music, which
‘received the general approbation of the audiénce.
During the intervals occupied by the singers, as a
resting-time, speeches of a very profitable and en-
tertaining nature were delivered by Messrs. John
Anderson, sen., W. J. Bursell, jun., G. Bursell,
sen., and others, on the science of Musie ; show-
ing its usefulness, beauties, cffects, &c. Mr. G.
Bursell dwelt lengthily on three heads—namely,
Music in its natural, intellectual or artificial, and
moral state. He also proved the perpetuity of
Music from Scripture.  An explanation of musi-
cal characters was also given by Mr. Martin. Re-
freshments were handed round about 10 o’clock,
in a manner highly creditable to the managers and
their assistants. The Concert ended at 11 o'clock
every one going away from the first assembly of
the kind ever held at Beech-Ridge well pleased
and satisfied.- On Monday evening following the
members of the Bech-Ridge Singing School
presented Mr. Martin, their teacher, with the
handsome of sum $233, with an address by Mr.
John Anderson, to whichhe replied by returning
thanks in a suitable manner, mentioning, also, a
similar testimonial of their appreciation of his
labours which he received a year ago.— Montreal
Gazette.

GERMAN AND NORWEGIAN CHURCHES.

We learn from the ensuing extract that
a German Church is about being formed
in Toronto. In Montreal, a few months
ago, such a congregation was formed, and
the services of a Lutheran_ Clergyman
obtained. At Quebec also, where a num-
ber of Germans have setiled, it is desirable
that a similar effort should be made. We
lately heard with interest that a number
of Norwegians,settled in Quebec,had com-
menced assembling together statedly on
the Sabbath in the School House attached
to St. Andrew’s Church (the Rev.
Dr.Cook’s.) for Divine worship, conducted
in their own language by onc of their
number. We learn that their service wis
somewhat similar to our own, and that the
effect of the Norwegian services was
peculiarly striking. We trust that thesc
strangers in a strange land will be encour-
aged to persevere, and that the humble
meeting of 70 may prove the nucleus of a
Norwegian Protestant Church. They de-
serve as they will doubtless receive such
assistance as the Rev. Dr. Cook can
afford them.

The number of Germans in our city has in-
creased very much of late, and we are glad to
learn that something is bring done for their spirit-
ual interests A small number of them have
formed themselves into a Protestant Church and
are meeting every Sunday in a room in the base-
ment of the Temperance Hall for Divine worship
in their own language. They expect to have a
stated German Minister in the course of the en-
suing summer, who will at the same Xime atlend
to the numerous (erman immigrants who are
passing through every year, and many of whom
were dying in our hospital last summer. They
are now anxious to obtain a site for a Church and
the means of building a place of worship; but as
nearly all of them are poor, earning their daily
bread by thg labour of their hands, they have to
look for assistance to their brethren of other Prot-

estant Churches, and their object, i not to build

up a sect ar_party, but to have ‘the Bible truth,
for which Luthier and the other reformers con-

| tended, preached to themin theirown jangnage,—

being unable to understand a sermon m the En-
glishlanguage, they feel confident of the sympathy
and liberality of their English-speaking brethren,
whose interest it is, moreover,that these foreigners
should not grow careless to religion, which must
be the consequence if they are neglected.—To~
ronio Colonist.

Tue Fast Dav.—To-morrow isappointed
by the Government to be set apart for gen-
eral “Fast and Humiliation and Prayer to
¢ Almighty God for the success of our arms
“ in the present war’? with Russia. In this
respest the Canadian Government has fol-
Jowed the example set by the Imperial Gov-
ernment, and it were well if that day is as
religiously observed in Canada as, the ac-
counts by the ¢ Baltic” informed us, Wed-
nesday, the2Istof March, was in the Mother
Country. In times of great troubles and
trials it is meet and right for a Christian na-
tion to pause in its career, and fall down
before the Throne of God to ask for direction
and help; and therefore the proclamation of
the Governor General ought to receive the
approbation of the people in the best form,
in that its injunctions are generally observed.

The people are asked to fast and pray for
the success of the Allied arms. The infidel
and the blasphemer, and those who believe
the canse of the Allies an unjust one, will
scoff and sneer at such a request, as the
prayers of the British army before the Battle
of Alma were ridiculed and scoffed at by
some. But it will be other with those who
believe that the cause of the Allies is a sacred
one, and who are accustomed to believe with
Christian faith that the finger of God may be
manifestly traced in the rising and falling
and the career of nations; those, while they
hold human exertions are necessary, still hold
to the duty of prayer, and will offer it up to-
morrow.—Montreal Gazette.

With reference to the sutls contributed by
our two City Churches to the Patriotic
Fund, liberal as they are, we consider it
right to extract the following letter and no-
tice, especially as the sentiments enunci-
ated are of general interest, and at the
same time to state that at St. Andrew’s
Church there wasa previous collection for
the same object, amounting to £19 cy.,and
that the St. Andrew’s Society of Montreal,
which is chiefly composed of members
of St. Andrew’s and St. Paul’'s Churches,
had already remitted to the Fund £300
stg., so that the present collections are
supplementary gleanings. We rejoice in
the liberality evinced by our brethren of
the congregations in various parts of the
Province.

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH.

.To the Editor of the MoNTREAL GAZETTE :

Sir,—In announcing Divine worship on the
Fast Day I forgot to inigmate that a collec-
tion would be taken in behalf of the Patri-
otic Fund. Would you be s0 good as to in-
sert in your paper the ensuing notice, which
my forgetfulness renders necessary.

Iam ; yours truly,

ALEX. MATHIESON.
Montreal, 16th April, 1855,



There will be public worship in St. An-
drew’s Church on Wednesday next, at 11
a.m., aad 3 p.m., a day, by Her MaJesxy’s‘
Proclamation, to be observed as a day of
Humiliation and Prayer.

In accordance with the resolution of Synod
of 11th January last a collection will be
taken up after each service in aid of the
Patriotic Fund.

Dr. Mathieson is aware that the greater

number of the members of St. Andrew’s

Church have already liberally contributed
to that Fund. Trom them no wore is to be
expected than what their generous sympa-
thies with the sufferers and their own patri-
otio feelings may dictate, as a supplemental
contribution. Yet lLe hopes to be able to
adopt in its spirit the langnage of Gideon to
the  chiding Ephraimites:—¢“Is not the
gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better
than the vintage of Abi-czer.” Heis per~
suaded that there are others who have not
yet had an oppoitanity of contributing to
that noble charity, and are disposed to
“ chide with him sharply,” saying, “ Why
hast thou served us thus, that thou calledst
us not,” to discharge a sacred duty. They
will have an opportunity of doing so on
Wednesday after Divine service, and he
would press the oblization on them to con-
tribute to the Fund from a grateful sense of
their own security, which, under God, arises
to some extent from the generous sacrifices
of the army,—by appealing to their loyalty,
to their patriotism, and, above all, becanse
it is a saered duty, and a delighttul one, thus
to contribute to so noble a cause as the re-
lief of the widows and orphans of our gal-
- lant soldiers.

THE PROVINCIAL FAST.

‘We are rejoiced to state that this day
of humiliation and prayer, the 18th ultimo,
was very generaily observed in this city—-
places of businessbeingclosed, and services
being conducted in all the Protestant
Chutches. In the Jewish Synagogue
also, that people assembled. In the Ro-
man Catholic Churches we learn also that
High Mass was celebrated, so that the
whole community with an unusual con-

cord united in observance of the day. We |

understand that it has been likewise gener-
ally kept in a becoming manner through-
out the Province.
columns of the Montreal Gazette for the
ensuing condensed summary of a power-
ful discourse delivered by the Rev. Dr.
Mathieson on that day,

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH MONTREAL.
In this church the Rev. A. Mathieson, D, 1.,

preached to a large assemblage a very powerful |

and eloguent discoursc—as is his wont—ifrom the
text Isaiah 58 chap., 6 verse: —

«g.—J]s not this the fast that T have chosen ¢
to loose bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that

¢ break every yoke
Y “l—Is it n):)ty to deal thy bread to the hungry,
that thou bring the poor that are castout to thy
ouse ¥ When thou seest the naked that thou
cover him: and that thou hide not thyself from
thine own flesh 7

The Reverend Doctor, in opening, alluded to
their being that day assembled in the house of
God in conformity.with the Royal Proclamation
to observe the day asa day of geueral fast and

We are indebted to the |
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| humiliation—of prayer to Almighty God for the
suceess of Her Majesty’s arms in the great strug-
gle in which sheis engaged for the defence of
the liberties of Ler people and of the civilized
nations of Europe ; and for prayer for the speedy
attainment of an honourable and lasting peace.
He referred to his peeple having voluntarily assem-
bled for a similar purpose on a previous occasion,
and expressed his earncst prayer that the Hearer
and Answerer of supplications would graciously
listen to their prayers, and with His free Spirit
enlarge their hearts, and purify and cherish those
holy and generous sentiments, and that active
beneficence, in which He himself had declared
that the acceptableness of the Fast consisted. The
preacher then referred to the violations of good
taste and the levity with which such appoint-
ments as that of that day had been ridiculed, and
te the philosophic gravity with which such means
had been recommending for averting human ca-
lamity as human wisdom would naturally select
ana_human power apply. He specially alluded
for the answer given by the then Home Secretary,
Lord Palimerston. o the respectful application of
the Presbytery of Bdinburgh for the appointment
of a day of prayer and humiliation in a time of
national calamity. He also had not entirely out
of view certain flippant imitators among those
who conduct our public journals. It was paintul
to think that such sentiments should emanate from
one holding so high a position among the coun-
sellors of a Christian nation, but it was disgust-
ing to peruse the fveble remarks of men who,
desiring to be teachers of public morality, and
guides of public opinion, understood ¢ neither
what they say nor whereot they affirm.” There
are many wholaugh to scornthe ideathat God exer-
cisesa constantand immediate controloverthe aflairs
of men, and that every act, both in its operations
and consequeunces, is determined by Him. They
may, indced, acknowledge that Gad is the Crea-
tor, and in a certain sense the Governor of the
Universe; but, instead of regarding Him as con-
i tinually upholding all things, and by constant and
repeated acts bringing about whatever comes to
pass, they look to Him through the medium
of second causes, they put far trom them Him in
whom they live and move and have their being,
and account for the various phenomena, both in
the spiritual and material world, not as the re-
sult of His immediate ageney, but as the neces-
sary effects of the constitutional laws which He
imposed on all the works of 1lis hands when He
i formed them by the word of His power, This
is the philosophy of men, but not that of the
Bible, nor that of experience. Were the opera-
tions of Providence attended to, it would be seen
that in innumerable instances the course of
events was by a supreme invisible power so di-
rected as to accomplish some great step in the
i progress of human affairs, with which they
} seemed to have no immediate connection. DBe-
sides,theground which suchphilosophyassumesin-
t volved the philosophical absurdity that matter
i could act independently of intelligence, or that
- ereatures could exist without the nmmediate and
| constant support of Divine power. Nor could
!
I

it be conceived how the great ends of the Crea-

tor, in giving being to things animate or inani-

mate, could be served amidst the multiplici-
ity of subordinate agencies employed unless the
U Almighty Himself guided and  directed all
{ things. [t the Bible be received as the Word of
God, not a doubt could be entertained that God
raleth in the kingdom of men. Its declarations
were clear andexplicit. He is the gracious Au-
thor of all blessings. Adversity cometh from
Him alone. Severe dispensations are by God’s
command. When war or famine or pestilence
break upon a nation, God sent them forth.
When arrested, it is at the very time he appoint-
ed, and the cessation is not brought about by the
counsels, or the decision, or the energics of men,
butby the sovereign fiat of the Lord God of Hosts.
The Divine Government being essentially benev-
o[ent, such visitations may prove the most sig-
nificant tokens of mercy and love. Ttisonly in
; the light which the Gospel sheds that we can
| thus contemplate them. Events may fall out
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¢ontrary to our expectation, darkness might in
human sight invest the Divine procedure, yet
there is the most perfect harmony in the opera-
tions of Providence and Grace. It may be with
some gracious intention that God hath perwmitted
thesad disasters;which have befallen. The lives of so
niany brave men may be the immense price paid,
but, if the reswit should prove the extension of
Chris’s kingdom over the World, and the spread
of Christian light and liberty to all mankind, how
noble the sacrifice by whiclt it was achieved. If
the views of Divine Government he had enunci-
ated were correct, if God alone is the Ruler of the
nations, then the national calamities are loud and
importunate calls to national humiliation and
prayer—to rveturn to the allegiance of Him whose
authority they had denied. There cannot be
two opinions among those, who receive the Scrip-
tures as the Word of God, as to the beneficial re-
sults of every act of recognition of the Divine
supremacy; and, when life's drama had drawn to
a close, it would be found that the prayeis of the
righteons had been of incalculabie magnitude as
subordinate agencies. There had been much idle
talk about the appointment of Fasts. ¢ Why,”
say the the wise men of the world, * sancti-
fy a Fast, and call the inhabitants of the land to-
gether to cry unto the Lord, when yoy ought to
be up and doing, to pui forth your own energies,
and depend on your own exertions.” This may
be plausible, but is founded on an assumption in=
consistent with the true nature of religious so-
lenmities. Fasling in the Scripture term is an
act of deep humiliation betore God, a solemn ac-
knowledgement of His supremacy, and our depen-~
dence on Him, accompanied with confession of
sin and prayer f r pardon. Under the Jewish
economy it was accompanied with rigid absli*
nence from food, and many external indications of
profound sorrow. Under the Christian econom
it ought not tobeburdened with ceremonial austeri-
ties ; the worship the Lord requires is in spirit
and in truth. Christian fasting is more of a
spiritual than a bodily exercise; its effects the
practical exercise of the holy feelings it cher-
ishes. "The prophet in the text beautifully
portrays it Taking, then, the Scriptural view of
the matter in the trying circumstances in which
the empire is placed, is it not a duty to come before
the Lord and ask His graciousaid,because that He,
and He alone, can give success to the flevts and
armies of our sovereign. In times of national
calamity humiliation is a duty. It is not patriot-
ie or Christian to shift the responsibility to
others; all are to blame, all enongh to be hum-
bled. Public acknowledgement of God’s sover-
eignty is a national duty. What was the spirit
and temper of the national mind 1 The fleets
went forth in nobler array and higher equipment
than any that ever before swept the seas.  Men
of courage and tried naval skill commanded them,
and the nation looked proudly on. It thought
of Nelson and former glories, and felt confident
in the seeurity of the wooden walls, and that a
good account would be given of their work when
the evemy dared to meet them. Did {he nation
then think of God 7 The fleet went forth. . The
enemy refused to meet them in open sca—a sum-
mer spent inactively, and they returned. _The
nation is humbled, and reluctantly the cry is ex-
torted from her—¢ The hand of the Lord hath
done this,” .

But her armies went forth to battle innoblearray,
In the conviction that all had been done that eould
be done to preserve peace, and that the nation was
forced into the struggle for the defence of her
oppressed ally, and of the liberties of the nation,
hey went forth resolved to do their duty whatever
perils or sufferings might befall. Wl might
Britain repose her confidence in her warriors,
who, to their hereditary valor and high aspirati-
ons, added the consciousness of a righteous cause.
Proudly did she loak on, as troop afier troop defiled
and high and bright rose her hopes as she dreamt
that her sons would add new laurels to her brow.
If one commingling feeling of distrust was there
it was that the master spirit—the noble patriot,
was not }hcre to marshall themn. Bnt undgr the
leadership of onc who had been the companion of



her Wellington, the arnty went forth, and the
nation proudly gazed. She trusted in her ancient
prowess. But did she then trust In Jehoval,
who covereth the head in the day of battle?
Her armies event forth, but it was te meet
with disaster and death. On the perilous steps of
Alma, the foe was driven before them. In the
deep ravines of Balaklava, and on the heights
of Inkermann, their valour was nobly shown.
But in spite of courage, constancy and darjng,
they have been wasted with disease and priva-
tions, till thomsands made their Jast beds
on the cold earth, with the drifting snows for a
winding-sheet. What patience under these
trials 7-W hat submission does the camp present 1~
A spectacle of true heroism. But whata sad dem-
onstration of the weakness of man? Truly God
has humbled us, His band hath smitten us,—let
us acknowledge our errors with humility, and
crave His forgiveness, If God has chastised, it
has been in mercy. Had all gone well, what
would have been the result? In the proud self-
dependent spirit, in which the nation enteregi into
the contest,wounld she no: have claimed the victory
as her own? Britain has an important mission
10 perform, and glorious will be her reward, if
she do it earnestly and fzithfully. Jtis the noble
work of giving liberty to the nalions, and by the
moral purity and elevated religious principles of
her children, showing forth the transferming
powerot the Gospel of Peace, and to reflect in the
kingdoms of the Kast the light which lirst from
thenceillumined thedarknessof the Western world.
As an instrumrent in God’s hand she must know
her position, and that her strength is in the Lord.
"Fime would not permit bis then more fully show-
ing that an act of national humiliation is an act
of national worship of the Living God. That it
" implies et once a public and irrevential acknowl-
edgement of the Divine supremacy and overrul-
ing power, and the practical discharge of every
duty which such a recognition imposes. That in
fact it furnishes the strongest—the only efficient
motive to the discharge of these duties—that there
be preserved on the mind a constant sense of de-
pendence on God.

In conclusien, )
est terms to the sympathies of the congregation,
calling upon them to contribute liberaliy to the
supplementary collection in behalf of the Patriot-
ic i:‘uud about to be taken wp. We leurn that
the collection, being the second in this Church,
amounted to £30 1 3 currency.

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

On Monday last, the 7th inst., the Senatus of
the College of Glasgow unanimously conferred
the degree o: Doctor in Divinity upon the Rev.
Peter Chalmers, Abbey Church, Dunfermline.

Stirting CastLe.—The Rev. Dr Rogers has
been appointed by the Right Hon. the Secretary-
at-War chaplain to the garsison of Stirling Cas-
tle, vacant by the death of the Rev. Robert Wat-
80N,

Tur War.—The first of a few sermons on the
War was preached in Portobello Chapel on the
evening of S_i\bbalh last l?y the Rev. Dr Macfar-
Jane of Duddingstone. The church was crowded
in every part. The Rev. Mr. Blackwood con-
cluded with a short address and prayer.

The Rev. Dr Cumming, of London, has re-
sponded to an invitation b): the University Mis-
sionary Society to visit Glasgow, preach their
annuai sermon, and deliver two addresses on
subjects intimately connected with the one absorb-
ing theme of public interest-~-the War.

A Goop ExaMprLe.—A collection was made
on Sunday in the parish church of Larbent
on behalf of the Patriotic Fund,and we under-
stand that it amounted to the handsome sum
of £110,10s. We hope many of our country
parishes will follow the example set by
Lrberl, which is distinguished for the liberal

he appealed in warm and earn-
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manner in which it supports the Missionary
Schemes of our Church, and other benevolent
objects. A shoit time ago it sent out nearly
£10 to the Waldensian Church at Genoa.

A lady has sent to the Rev. Dr. Craik, of St.
George’s, Glasgow, the sum of oune hundred
pounds, * for the following Schemes, &c., of the
Established Church of Scotland” :— .

The Education Scheme,....... . £20
The Home Mission...... e 20

The Colonial Scheme,...,........ 20
The Jewish Mission,.coccieeeess 20
The China Mission,....cce.veee. 20

£100

Edinburgh Post.
CLERICAL PRESENTATIONS.

The Queen has been pleased to present
the Rev. William Montgomerie Walker to
the Church and parish of Dailly in the
Presbytery of Ayr, vacant by the death of
the Rev. David Strong.—The Queen has
also been pleased to present the Rev. George
Stewart Burns to the parish of Urr in the
Presbytery of Dumfries.

The Right Hon, the Earl of Seafield has
issued a presentation in favour of the Rev.
John Clarke, of Grantown, to the church and
parish of Knockando, vacant by the death of
the Rev. F. W. Grant.—The noble Earl has
at the same time intimated lus intention of
appointing the Rev. Alex. Milue, Drainie,
to the Church ef Grantown. :

His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch has
been pleased to present the Rev. Alexander
Young, B.A., Assistant to the Rev. R. H,
Stevenson, of St George’s, Edinburgh, to the
Church and Parish of Westerkirk in the
Presbytery of Langholm, vacant by the trans-
lation of the Rev. W. B. Dunbar to the Parish
of Glencairn.

Crericat PreseExtaTioNs.—The Rev. Thom-
as Leishman, M. A., minister of Collace, and son
of Dr. Leishman, of Govan, has been presented to
the parish of Linton in the county of Roxburgh
by R. K. Elliot, Esq. of Clifton.—Lord Fife has
complied with the wishes of the parishioners of
Crimond and appointed the Rev. Mr. Irvine, at
present minister of Peterhead, to that church,
vacant by the death of the late Mr Boyd.

DuxsraNe.—The preseutation of the Rev.
James Boe, the respected minister of this parish,
to the Parish of Durrisdeer, which was gazetted
some weeks ago, having created a deep feeling of
regret among all classes of his parishioners, a pe-
tition against Mr. Boe’s translation is likely to be
presented to the next meeling of Presbytery.
‘The petition has already been numerously signed
by heritors, elders, and parishioners.

DuNBLANE—MEETING oF PRESRYTERY.— At
the meeting of Presbytery on Tuesday last com-
missioners from the Presbytery of Pecpont ap-
peared to prosecute the translation of the Rev.
James Boe, minister of Dunblane, to the Parish
of Durrisdeer. A petition strongly objecting to
the translation, and numerously signed by heri-
tors, elders, and parishioners, was at the same
time laid before the Presbytery,and Mr. Boe hav
ing stated that under these circumstances he felt
himsell constrained to leaveehe matter entirely
in the hands of his brethren, the Presbytery, after

" grave deliberation, unanimously refused to sanc-

tion the translation.

Tir War Fast.—Wednesday, according
to Royal Proclamation, was observed as a
day of humiliation, fasting and prayer, all
denominations, so far s we could learn,
conforming. The Lord Provest, Magistrates,
Deacon Convener ofthe Incorporated Trades,
Town Councillors and otherofficials. attend-
ed Divine service in the High Church. The

_ Rev. Mr M’Letchie preached before them

an eloquent and highly appropriate dizcourse
from the third Psalm, the whole of which he
adopted as his text. The Churches gener-
ally were well attended.

SCDDEN DEATH OF A CLERGYMAN.—On Sun-
day the Rev. Mr Brydson, the respected minister
of Kilmalcolm parish, officiated at bath diets in
his own chnrch, and at about six o’clock on the
atternoon of the same day he died suddenly of
apoplexy at his manse. Mr Brydson, who was
much estecmed by his parishioners, was the au-
thor of a volume of very sweet poetry, among
which are several Scotch songs that have since
become deservedly popular,

DeatH oF 7ot Rev. P. Myrrs, MONIFIETH
—1t is with sincere regret that we have this
week to record the death of this truly exeellent
tinistes of the Gospel. After a painful and pro~
tracted illness, which he bore with Christian pa-
tience and resignation, Mr. Myles was released
from his sufferings on the evening of Saturday
last. It is little more than twelve months since
he was admitted minister of the Parish of Moni-
fieth, to which he was called by the unanimous
voice of the people. Daring his short ministry
there, however, he had endeared himself te his
flock by the earnestness ot his polpit appeals, and
the assiduity of his week-day visitations from
house to house. Mr. Myles was characterised
by great madesty of deportment, and humble
devotedness to the work of the ministry., His
discourses were plain, practical, and earnest,
suited alike to the highest and the humblest ca-
pacity. During the two years of his incumbency
as minister of St. David’s Church in Dundee he
had established a well merited populanty, and
had gathered around hinr a numerous and attach-
ed congregation. Among the last times he ever
preached was on the occasion of the autumn
Sacrament here, when he officiated in the East
Church, but at that time he was evidently labour-
ing under the disease which soon after laid him
aside from public duty. We believe Mr. Myles
was in his 27th year.— Dundee Couricr.

DEATH OF REV. DAVID STRONG.

It is with much rezret that we announce the
death the Rev. David Strong, of Dailly. Mr
Strong preached on Sabbath, the 21Ist alt., but
during the succeeding week was attacked with
severe diarrhea, which subsequently assumed a
choleraic type and carried him off on the 29th.
He was ordained to the ministry in 1844. In
that year he was seleeted from a list of candidates,
of whom Dr. Roxburgh, of Glasgow, was one,
to succeed Dr Smith, of Tolhooth, in the second
charge of the Low Church, Kilmarnock, to which
he was introduced by Dr Chalmers. He con-
tinued to labonr most assidrously, and with great
acceptance, in the capacity of sccond minlster, till
the death of his colleague, Dr. M‘Kinlay, in 1841,
when in accordance with the unanimous desire of
the congregation the Duke of Portland presented
him to the first charge, which he filled till short-
ly after the Secession, when he was translated to
Dailly by the Crown. As a preacher, Mr Strong
was of a high order. His sermons were ori-
ginal in conception, vigorous in diction, and
eminently practical. We have few preachers
who equaled him in bringing before a congrega-
tion what was equally capable of captivating
their attention and affording them instruction, and
fewer stitl who joined to these, exhibited as
much unction and earnestuess. Those who en-
joyed the benefit of his ministrations, while they
entertain a high opinion of the merit of his dis-
courses, wilt always continue to have a most viv-
id recoMection of his power in prayer. His al-
lusions were so beautiful and appropriate, his
power of dealing with the special circumstances
which came under his notice so suitable, that it
was no small privilege to join him in the exercise.
His discharge of the pastoral duties was in har-
mony with the other features of his character,
and his affectionate ard benevolent disposition
rendered still closer the tie which existed be-
tween him and his flock for his work’s sake. We
believe we may venture to affirm with tsuth the$



those of his congregation who left him at the
Secession did so with great reluctance, and the
remembrances of his virtues will long remain in
the hiearts of those who are no longer connected
with the Church, and who, we arc assured, now
fully share the bitter regret with which his flock
lament his decease. :
PRESBYTERY OF DUMFRIES.

On the 13th inst. the Presbytery of Dumfries met
the Rev. George Greig, of Kirkpatrick, Durham,
Moderatar.

The usual Toutine having been gone through,

Mr. Hamilton laid on the table the call from the
parish of Kirkbean in favour of the Rev. J. L.
Dickson, Paisley, which was signed by 2 heritors,
3elders and 212 of the congregation. ~ A commit-
tee was appointed to prosecute the call before the
Presbytery of Paisley,

The Moderator read a petition from the Rev.
Dr. Duncan, of the New Church, praying that
from his advanced years and great infirmities the
Presbytery would aid him in getting an assistant
and successor. The Presbytery, Laving consid-
ered the application, thought it would be for the
interest of Religion that an ordained assistant
and successor be appointed, and cordially approv-
cd of the application.

Mr. Austin said he observed that Mr. Stirling
was to bring torward in the House ot Commons
his Education Bill on the 28th instant. He had
gone carefully over the Bill, and, agreeing as he
did with all the provisions therein, he would now
move that the Presbytery petition Parliament in
its {avour.

After a conversational discussion, in which the
members generally agreed in the provisions of
the Bill, 2 committee were appointed to draw upa
petition, to be submitted to a meeting of Presby-
tery.

Xfter some other business the Presbytery then
adjourned.

PRESBYTERY OF INVERNESS,

The Presbytery wmet at Kiltarlity Church on
the 22nd Feb. for the purpose of inducting the
Rev. David Ross, of Tobermory, to the pastoral
charge of the parish of Kiltarlity, the Rev. Alex.
Macgregor, of the West Church of Inverness,
Moderator. Theservice in Gaelic was conducted
l;{ the Modetator, and in English by the Rev.

ugh Mackenzie, of Inverness. After which
the Rev. Dr. Macdonald, of Inverness, put the
usual questions to Mr. Ross, and, having receiv-
ed satistactory replies, Mr. Ross was appointed
minister of that parish by receiving the right
hand of fellowship from all the brethren present.
Very eloquent addresses wete then delivered by
Dr. Macdonald to both minister and people, after
which, and at the conclusion of the services, Mr.
Ross was cordially welcomed at the Church-door
by the members of his new flock then present.
After a protracted vacancy in this parish Mr.
Ross was made choice of by the people, and pre-
sented jure devoluto by the Presbytery, so that
his settlement promises to be one of much use-
fulness.

PRESBYTERY OF LOCHMABEN.

The Presbytery of Lochmaben met at John-
stone on Tuesday last for the ordination of the
Rev.William Williamson, presented tothat church
and parish. The services were ably conducted
by the Rev. George Wright, minister of Wam-
phray; and Mr. Williamsen received a cordial
welcome from the parishionersin retirine from
the chyrch. Thereafter the Presbyter; were
kindly entertained at Raehills by Mr."Hope John-
stone, the patron of the parish. * This settlement
is in all respects a very harmonious and happ
one. Mr. Williamson was introducec to his charge
on Sabbath by the Rev. Mr. Watson, minister of
Leuchars, under whown he has officiated for some
lime with great acceptance.

PRESBYTERY OF MEIGLE.

A pro re nala meeting of this reverend court
was ﬁeld in Meigle on Wednesday Jast, the Rev.

r. Barty, Ruthven, Moderator. .

The Moderator intimated that he had received

a letter trom Mr. Cannan, notifying his appoint- |
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ment as a Presbyterian Chaplain to the Army n
the Kast, and requesting leave of absence for a
twelvemonth. He (the Moderator) had felt it
his duty in the circumstances without loss of time
to call a meeting of Presbytery, as the §p1r|lual
interests of the parish of Lintrathen were involved
in the matter.

The Moderator having read Mr. Cannan’s letter,

Mr CaNNAX said he had little more to add. He
considered the claims of the suffering soldiery in
the East as paramount. He then laid on the
table a letter he had received from the War Office
announcing his appointment as Chaplain, as also
a note from the Chaplain-General of the Forces,
requesting his ¢ immediate® attendance.

After some conversation the Moderator sug-
gested that a resignation should be tendered with
all convenient speed. This, he felt, would con-
duce most to the interests of the Church, the
spiritual welfare of the parish of Lintrathen, and
Mr. Cannan’sown comfortand satisfaction.

Mr. Cannan then stated that he had no
hesitation in tendering his resignation,

The Moderator expressed his willingness
to do all in his power to look after the inter-
ests of the parist in the interim, and request-
e: Mr.Cannan to write his resiguation, which
Mr. C. did, and the Court adjourned,

PRESBYTERY OF PENPONT.

An ordinary meeting of this Presbytery
was held at Durrisdeer on 16th Feby. for the
purpose of moderating in a call in favour of
the Rev. James Boe, minister of the church
and patish of Dunblane, and presented to
the church and parish of Durrisdeer. The
Rev. James Graham, of Penpont, conducted
with his usual ability the religious services ¢
and at the close the call to Mr. Boe was pro-
duced by the Clerk, and read, and subscribed
by and for heritors, elders and members of
the congregation of Durrisdeer having a
richt to do so. The call was ordered to lie
in the haands of Mr. Davidson, Session-clerk,
for additional signatures, and to be returned
to the Moderator with as little delay as pos-
sible. The Presbytery then appointed Messrs.
Murray, Wilson and Dr Bennet their com-
missioners for prosecuting Mr. Boe’s transla-
tion before the Presbytery of Dunblane or
any other competent judicatories of the
Church. .

GLASGOW SABBATH SCHOOL
ASSOCTIATION,.
ANNUAL MEETING.

The eighth annual meeting of the Glasgow Sab-
bath School Association in connection with the
Church of Setland was held on Monday night
in the City Hall, which was well filled.” John
Cabbell, Esq., President of the Association, oc-
cupied the chair, and wus supported on the plat-
form by the Rev. Drs. Hill, Paton, Craik, Gil-
lan, Boyd, Barr, and Runciman; Rev. Norman
M:Leod, Mr. Colvin, of Maryhill, Mr. Robertson,
of Bonhill, Mr. Somerville, of Irvire; and several
other gentlemen. The hundiedth psalm having
been sung, Dr. Boyd offered up an impressive
prayer, after which the Chairman made a few
appropriate remarks. The Secretary, Mr. Rob-
ertson, then read the Annual Report, which stated
that eight years had now elapsed since a few in-
dividuals connected with the Church ot Scotland
resolved 1o institute an Association to aid and en-
courage those in the work of Sabb.alh school
teaching. When the Society had existed three
months, they learned from the Reportread at the
firs. quarterly meeting that in connection with
the Association there were 19 teachers, with an
average attendance of 2315 children. From that
period the number of teachers and scholars had
steadily increased, and now it was their privilege
to report, as the close of eight years, that in the
city and suburbs there were 1004 teachers, with
an average attendance of 8777 scholars. During
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the past year the increase had not been less grat-
ifying than in- former years, as there had been
added to the Association 80 teachers and 422
scholars. Thestatementof the Treasurer showed
a balance on hand of £1010s. The Rev. Nor-
man M‘Leod in an able address moved the
adoption of the Report, which was seconded by
Councillor Gourlie, and unanimously agreed to.
The Revs. Messrs Somerville and Robertson, and
several other gentiemen, afterwards addressed the
meeting.

SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS’
ASSOCIATION,

The annual meeting of the Edinburgh
Sabbath School Teachers’ Association in
connection with the Church of Scutland was
held in St Andrew’s Church on Monday
night. The meeting was well attended.
The opening devotional exercises were con-
ducted by the Rev. Dr Crawford.

The Crarrmax in his intreductory remarks
said that, if every parent in Scotland did his
or her duty with regard to the relizious
edncation of their children, there would be
little occasion for Sabbath schools. It was,
however, a melancholy truth that there were
vast numbers of the young population of the
country whose parents were utterly unfit for
this ; and hence the necessity that existed
for acting in the place of those who thus
neglected their duty. From considerations
of this nature he urged the importance of
the work in which teachers were engaged,
and argued in favout of using Sabbath
schools exclusively for the imparting of
Bible truth to the scholare. He had no
sympathy with those who wished to devote
part of the day to what was called the moral
and intellectnal improvement of the people,
and he thonght it was the duty of Christians
to oppose anything of that soit. The Chair-
man then referred to the dificulties of the
task which the teacher had to encounter, and
added a few words of encouragement—re-
minding them that, as in the natural world
the seed would lie in the soul for years before
circumstances occurred to develop it, so in
the moral world the lessons which had been
impressed on the youthful mind might in
after life bring fourth their appropriate fruit,

The SecreTary then read the Annual
Report. The average actual attendance at
the 136 metropolitan schools during the last
year had been of teachers 395, aud of schol-
ars 3434, being an increase of 9teachers and
56 scholars above that of last year. The
increase was butlittle, and the Reportregret-
ted that it was not more.

The Rev. Mr Gray, of Lady Yester’s,
moved the adoption ofthe Report. He urged
the duty of taking part in thework of Sabbath
schools and made some remarks in refeience
to the best mode in which these should be con.
ducted; in particular he alluded to the
necessity of devoting me.e attention to the
instruetion or the scholars in the Christian
evidences.

Mr J. A. Macrag, in seconding the adop-
tion of the Report. expressed his fears as to
what would be the result if the present
attempts making to separate religious from
secular instruction were successful.  Should
that day come, it would be more than ever
the duty of Sabbath-School teachers to fill
np the gap, and instruct the children of the
poorer classes in religious knowledge. The
Church of Scotland had been twiited with
being behind the age, but he trusted it would
never be said of her that she had leagued
herself with the infidel. ‘
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The Rev. Drs Robertson and Nisbet fol-
lowed with brief addresses to the Sabbath-
school teachers, in which the importance of
the work and the encouragement iu its pro-
secution were enlarged on.

The appointment of the office-bearers for
the year was moved by Lord Carrichill, and
seconded by Mr. Mackie from Glasgow.
@Votes of thanks were on the motion of Mr.
Beatson Bell, seconded by Sherifl Tait,
awarded to tho speakers.

The Rev. Mr Brown of St Bernard’s closed
the proceedings by prayer.

COMMUNICATIONS.

P’he conductors of “Z’he Presbyterian” do not
hold themselves responsible for the opinions ex-
pressed in the communications that may from
time tc time appear under this head.]

THE LATE REV. EMILE LAPELLETRIE.

Died at Bourdeaux at his mother’s resi-
dence, on the 12th March last, the Rev.
Emile Lapelletrie, aged 38 years.

M. Lapelletrie was born at Bourdeaux
on the 18th of July, 1817. His family
were Roman Catholics,and he was brought
up in communion with that Church. Iav-
ing received a good education, he entered
in early life as a junior eclerk in the Ma-
rine Department of his native city. M.
Douesnel, the Superintendent, a protestant,
a man of simple, earnest piety and enlar-
ged catholic spirit, found in his young clerk
qualities of a high order, combined with a
natural enthusiasm calculated to direct the
powers of his wmind to important ends, if
they were duly cultivated, and brought
under religious control,  Ina true paternal
spirit he guided his mind to the great truths
of Christianity, and left it “ to God and the
Word of His grace” to build him up inthe
faith of the Gospel. M. Lapelletric ever
afterwards regarded Mr. Douesnel as his
spiritual father, sought his advice, and re-
ceived his counsels and rebukes with filial
respect. From the time that the Word of
God was put into his hands he studied it
with great earnestness, and soon obtained
clear and ‘enlarged views of Evangelical
Truth. His couscience might have been
more deeply touched than his aflections,
but he cherished with rapturous enthu-
siasm the doctrines of Scripture, and ar-
dently longed to be employed in the work
of disseminating among his fellow-men the
knowledge of those Divine truths which
he found so refreshing to his own soul.

The British and Foreign Bible Society
were desirous 1o procure some colportenrs
to act under their auspices in Canada.
M. Lapelletric offered his services, and
was accepled. He arrived in Canada in
September, 1839, laboured with considera-
ble success for some months, but, being of
a delicate constitution, his health soon gave
way under the incessant toils of his ofiice,
and constant exposure to the variable ¢li-
mate. In 1840 he concentrated his labours,
formed a small congregation in Montreal,

and with the sanction of the Society devo-
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ted himself entirely to their secular and
religious education, and with many pleas-
ing evidences that God blessed his work.
In 1841 the Synod of the Preshyterian
Church in connection with the Church of
Scotland, being anxious to procure a Mis-
sionary who could preach in the French
language, entered into negociations with
M. Lapelletrie, and, after making diligent
inquiry into his character and his literary
and theological attainments, he was regard-
cd by that body as a fit person'to be em-
ployed in their work. 1Ile was ordained
Pastor of the French Congregation, Sep-
tember 2, 1841, and laboured with much
faithfulness and success till October, 1850,
when hie was compelled from ill heaith to
resign his charge, and to try what restora-
tive influence the milder clime of his na-
tive land might have on his shattered con-
stitution.  The change had a salutary ef-
fect upon his debilitated frame, and, though
his recovery was only partial, his ardent
temperament led him to seek Missionary
employment, which he soon obtained under
the auspices of the Reformed Church. and
in November, 1852, he was appotinted Pas-
tor of a congregation in the small town of
Richét, Department of the Landes, where
he laboured until within a few weeks of
hiis decease.

The diligence and faithfulness with
which M. Lapelletrie discharged his duties
il he ceased from his labours was attest-
ed in the most gratifying way by the So-
ciety with which he was connected ; but
the constant toil and peculiar nature of his
work proved too much for impaired health.
With his constitution worn out, but with
anunimpaired zeal, and with his mind tem-
pered and subdued by an enlarged personal
experience of religion, and the hard disci-
plin of ministerial labour he had returned
to his native city to spend the last few
days of a life devoted 1o the cause of the
Gospel, and died in the full enjoyment of
those consolations which flow from the fin-
ished work of his Saviour, and which he
had often presented to others, to soothe
their passage from sin and sorrow into the
kingdom of light,

M. Lapelletrie’s religious convictions
were earnest and sincere. In early life
his labours were perhaps dictated more by
a sense of duty, not without the ambition
of personal distinction, than the higher mo-
tive of love to Christ; but an enlarged
Christian experience humbled and subdued
his heart, and his last days were distin-
guished by a confident trust in the merits
of his Redeemer, and the peaceful hope
that he would *“be accepted in the Belov-
ed.” Hislaboursin the Missionary field in
Canada were eminently blessed. Ilis man-
ner was gentle and kind, his views liberal,
and, though zealous for truth, he respected
the conscientious opinions of every one,
and Jjustly conceived his Mission was not
to contend, but o hold forth in its simpli-
city and purity God’s own Word, and-look
to Him for His blessing, Many of those

who were brought by Him to a knowledge
of the Truth, asit isin Jesus, have remain-
ed sincere in the faith delivered to the
saints, and as members of other Churches
continue to adorn their profession by their
sincere piety and Christian conduct.

M. Lapelletrie leaves a wife and one
daughter to mourn his departure, and to
rejoice in the humble hope that he has
entered into the reward of his labours,

“ NOT SLOTHFUL IN BUSINESS, FER-
VENT IN SPIRIT, SERVING THE LORD.”

To an observer looking down from some
calin wrial height upon the crowded thor-
oughfares of this busy, bustling world,
watching the incessant working, the con-
tinual hurrying io and fro, the cagerness
to press every force, physical and intellec-
tual, which the world contains, into the ser-
vice of promoting the varied ends which
men consider desirable, it would seem
paradoxical to complain of the want of
earnestness as characterising the world on
which he looks.  And yet in few things is
this restless, « gn-a-head™ age of ours so
much deficicnt.  Even while gazing upon
the crowd of anxious speculators, of eager
mammon-hunters, of philanthropists inces-
santly inventing some new and more Uto-
pian scheme for promoting the welfare of
mankind, the painful conviction forces it- -
self upon us, that the spirit of stern soul-
absorbing concentration of purpose, which
is alone worthy of being dignified by the

name of earnestness, is but too rarely met
with.

For bustle is not earnestness. ¢ Still
water runs deep” is a common saying,
but, like most common sayings, a true and
suggestive one. 'I'he most earnest and ef-
ficicnt men are generally not those who
talk loudest, and are most active in finding
out some new means of gratifying their cra-
ving for excitement. Those who are priv-
ileged to do great deeds, and strike out
great thoughts, are they who walk steadily
and stilently, ever forward, with their eyes
fixed upon the goal which they have pro-

osed to themselves., Such were the dis-
coverer of America, and the author of Par-
adise Lost. Such were they who shook
the foothold of the Papacy,and spread the
light of the Reformation in the dark cor-
ners of the Xarth. Such were Bunyan
and Whitfield and Richard Baxter, of
whom the last alone has left behind him
works which fill 168 volumes, written too
amid the cares and distractions of.a most
eventful life.  Such, to come down to more
modern times, were the great Dr. Chal-
mers and his humble but most useful dis-
ciple, the Missionary of Kilmany. Surely
it is not too much to say that the wonder-
ful effects which these men have produced
—effects which have influenced the desti-
ny of s0 many of the human race—were
produced mainly by the spirit of unflinch-
ing carnestness which urged them on, and
gave them strength and energy for the



most arduous undertakings. We believe
that the diffierence between the herd who
wander “like dumb, driven cattle’ over
the “ world’s broad field,” and the “heroes
in the strife,” who guide them, lies not so
much in the difference of natural abilities
as in the absence or presence of the irre-
sistible ¢ motive power” of carnestiess.
True earnestness is but little understood
by those who imagine that itis only neces-
sary in those actions or projects which
men call great.  We, with our finite un-
derstandings, our ignorance of the vast
trains of consequences, which may lie un-
folded in an apparently trivial occurrence,
may not decide as to the relative impor-
tance of actions of which we see but the
surface. We cannot determine whether
the simplest act of daily life, faithfully per-
formed, may not be more truly great in the
eyes of Him, who knoweth all things, than
many a “ glorious victory” borne down by
the voice of fame to long succeeding gen-
erations. We walk in the midst of mys-
tery, uncertain where cach step we take
may lead us, and safe only so long as we
continue in the plain path of duty which
liesbefore us. And an earnest spirit—and
that only—can enable us to center'into the
smallest as well as the greatest duty of lifs
with a diligence and energy which will
ensure its faithful accomplishment. A
truly great man (for no ‘man can be great
who is not earnest) will apply all his ener-
gies to the matter in hand, whatever it be,
whether he occupies the shoemaker’s
bench or the Professor’s chair, or settles
the destinies of nations in the Cabinet.
And in this whole-heartedness of actioa
lies the secret of his power. .
It is a lamentable error, but one into
which too many zealous Christians are apt
to fall, to suppose that, while ecarnestness
is obligatery in all matters touching religion,
merely secular duties may be performed
with indifference,and that lukewarmness or
even carelessness in these is excusable so
long as they are busily engaged in what
they consider a higher sphere of usefulness.
Such would appear to forget that “ not
slothful in business ” is inseparably con-
jowed with “fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord,” and we venture the assertion that
no one who does not obey the first charge
can fully act up to the spirit of the two
latter.  God has given to every man a call-
ing, and it is Iis will that he be diligent
in it.  His social position and social duties
are amonyg the talents’ given him to lay
out to the best advantage, and le has no
right to chalk out for himself new paths of
usefulness until he has to the utmost of his
power accomplished the work which Proy-
idence has set before him. Of all exam-
ples of the want of earnestness, perhaps
the most lamentable, on account of the in-
jurious and widely extended influence it
exerts, is that of a Christian who combines
with untiring zeal and energy in all the
schemesol’religiousphilnmhropyanydegree
of slothfulness and carelessness in his world-
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ly business. Yet failure on this point
seems to sit more lightly on the conscien-
ces of many than the breach of any other
duty, and the feeling of self-reproach, if
ever experienced, is a! once thrown off by
the comforting but fallacious conclusions
that the comparatively unimportant nature
of the duties neglected may well make
them yield to the loftier pursuits in which
they are engrossed. If their conscience
be really satisfied upon the importance of
devoting themselves wholly to the Lord’s
work, let them throw aside entirely their
secular pursuits, and no longer profess to
fulfil two classes of duties which they find
to be incompatible. But, so long as they
hold a post in the world of business life,
50 long as they have a charge committed
to them by their felow-men, they may not
with impunity reject its claims, or over-
look the duties it involves. If they do so,
they not only inflict the wrong upon their
own souls which so gross a dereliction
from moral principle and integrity cannot
fail to produce, but they irretrievably in-
jure, we~had almost said destroy, their
prospects of usefulness in the influence
they exert over those around them.
When a business man takes a decided
stand among professing Christians, when,
before the eyes of all men, he separates
himself from what is technically termed
“the world,” and enters with zeal and
earnestness into all the various branch-
es of Christian “work,” he presents a
mark to which many watchfuleyesare jeal-
ously directed, ready and cager to note
the slightest flaw or inconsistency which
may appear in his conduct, and thence to
draw unfavourable conclusions respecting
the religion he professes to make the guid-
ing rule of his life. If they see him ex-
emplary in ail the relations of lite, diligent
in business, faithful as well to those under
his charge as to those by whom a charge
has been committed to him,and never al-
lowinghisfavouritepursuits,however praise-
worthy in themselves, to trench in the
slightest degree upon the hours allotted to
his secular occupation, or to prevent its
minutest detail from being carefully exe-
cated ; if they see him thus exhibiting all
the phases of a beautifully regulated
Christian character, their prejudices are
disarmed, they yield to him almost uncon-
sciously the homage of their respeet,
esteem, and in spite of themselves he ac-
quires over them an influence for good,
which they cannot resist. 'Who can es-
timate the amount of good which such a
man may do among the careless and irre-
ligious members of the community to
which he belongs ?

But reverse the picture. Let glaring
inconsistencies bie seen in the life of one
who professes to be an earnest follower
of Jesus. "Let it be observed that he
is engrossed in his self-imposed duties
to the total or partial neglect of those
which are imperatively demanded of him
by his fellow-men, that his business hoyrs
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are too often expended upon matters which
ought to be left for his leisure time, that
hi§ work is slothfully and carelessly per-
formed, that in short he is a less faithful
master, a less industrious operative, less
vigilant and trustworthy in whatever may
be his peculiar department, than his mor-
al but irreligious contemporaries, and
the evil he will do will be great in propor-
tion to the good he might have done. If
he be an employer, his exainple will exert
a necessarily evil influence upon those un-
der him ; if he be a subordinate, he may
confirm the prejudices and strengthen the
evil tendencies of an-irreligious employer, -
while the opposers of serious religion ex-
ultingly point him out as a specimen of
its effects, illustrating the mournful truth
that more harm is often done to the cause
of Christianity through the inconsistencies
of its professors than through the attacks
of its avowed enemies. Itis the youthful
and ardent Christian who is in the greatest
danger of falling into the error we have
here pointed out. He enters upon his re~
ligious career with all the enthusiasm and
energy of his years and temperament.
With his vivid aspirations undamped by
the cold breath of experience and disap-
pointment,and too sanguinely anticipating
the effects which are to flow from the
useof hisfavourite means, he engages, with
more zeal than wisdom, more ardency than
true earnestness,in the schemes from which
he fondly expects almost magical results.
He becomes the active member of Asso-
ciations, the indefatigable Sabbath School
teacher, the industrious Tract distributor ;
wherever there is labour to be undergone,
or trouble to be taken in the cause of the
Gospel, he is to be found; and those who
see no deeper than the surface find abun-
dance to praise in so promising an exterior,
Butthe stern,solid qualties of principle and
rigid selfdenialare wanting. Theseculardu-
ties, in the faithful discharge of which would
lie his real self-denial, are neglected ; the
trusts committed to him are overlooked or
carclessly . attended to, and others are
constantly put to inconvenience through
his omissions and carelessness. The con-
sequence is, that his occupation, like all
things ill performed, becomes irksome to
him, the hab’ts of indifference and care-
lessness he has acquired exercise their
unavoidable effect upon his character, and
influence everything he undertakes; and
he too frequently ends hy disappointing
the fair hopes of his friends and verifying
the sentence pronounced upon Heuben,
“ unstable as water, thou shaltnot excel.”?
If the eye of any such should chance
to fall upon these pages, we would ear-
nestly request them to listen in time to a
few words of warning. We believe that
you are sincere in your zeal, sincere in
your professions of_ love to your Saviour,
and that your unfaithfulness in what you
consider minor matters results rather from
want of reflection than from wilful omis-
gion, Yetitisa subject which impera-
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tively demands reflection, and we would
beseech you to stop and weigh well the
consequenees before proceeding farther
in your present path. We haye already
alluded to the influence which by faithful-
ness in all things you may exert for good
over those around you, to that which by
the reverse you must exercise for evil.
But, apart from this sin against your fellow-
men, you are yet more seriously offending
Him whem it is your professed desire
to serve. His ail-wise providence has
placed you in the sphere which He judged
best for you, and in it 1le hasgiven you
work o do, work which, however secular
it may be, you are to do as to Him and
not as unto men. 1f then you deliberately
step out of this sphere, and leave its claims
unsatisficd, to attend to those so called
duties which you have marked out for
vourself, you are virtually setting aside His
guidance, and making your own will your
law. Can the utmost charity give such
conduct any other name than that of self-
pleasing, or can such serviees be accept-
able to Him in whose name they are per-
formed? Your own conscience must
answer in the negative. Examine your-
celf carefully then, if you are conscious of
the slightest approach to this breach of
duty, Ree that you do not allow ymlrsg]f
to go on in a sin which, if telerated, will
have a most injurious i~fluence on the
vitality of your Christianity, les? the ** liule
foxes™ spoil the tender grapes, and Jest
the Lord of the Vineyard see it necessa’y
to use the pruning-knife of sharp affliction
and severe humiliation to prevent the in-
cipient blight from extending its blasting
effect over your fairestblossoms. Bearin
mind the memorable words pronounced by
the sacred lips of Him who Himself con-
descended to work at the trade of a car-
penter, ¢ He, that is faithful in that which
is least, is faithful also in much: and he,
that is ynjust in the least, is unjust also in
muych.”

We have spoken thus strongly upon
this point because we believe that the
.great looseness of moral principle so prev-
alent in our generation makes it one pe-
culiarly liable 10 be overlooked ; but we
would be far from wishing to encourage
the spirit of sordid, grasping avarice, which
makes s0 many professing Christians the
enthralled resistless devotees of Mammen.
The line of demarcation between 1his ex-
treme and the simple‘course of faithfu! ad-
herence to the dutics appointed ys is
broad encugh to be clearly seep by ai byt
those whose conscigncgs are utterly dark-
ened; and it is oply these latter who can
for a moment justify to themselves that
blinding passion for lucre which makes
their existence a life-long slavery to the
pgwer of god.

Ang as little would we wish 1o be un-
derstood g5 disconraging the many benevo-
lent schemes in which Chyistian philan-
thropy is expanding its-If.
that much good is being done

i

We believe in Sondon by the British and Foreign Bible
by these who Society.
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are spending their time and strength in
them. At the same time it cannot be de-
nied that there is too much bustle and ex-
citement connected with some of them,
that there is no danger of these becoming
too mueh a ¢ fashion,” and of true earnest-
ness, depth and solidity of thought being
dissipated like a eloud of electricity by the
many needle-like points which are pre- !
sented on all sides. Diffusion is not favour-
able to density, and such the case is found
to be in religion as well as in all other
things. It were unwise to wish to recal
the peculiar elements of the times whose
pressure produced such men as John
Knox, Bunyan, Boston, and the noble ar-
my of Pu-itans, yet we cannot avoid the
lingering desire. that a portion of their
spirit might even now rest upon the |
Church. Much cause have they who
love Zion to pray for a full outpouring of |
the spirit of true earnestness; the earnest- |
ness which shall enliven and intensify our |
love to Him with whese blood we are
hought ; the earnestness which, entering |
into our daily walk and conversation, shall .
teach us to redeem the time, and to

“ Ply our daily task with lusier feet,”

‘“ Because our hearts a holier strain repeat;” :
the carnestness which shall lead us. like |
the great apostle of the Gentiles, to spend |
and be spemt” that we may win souls,
to “ run not as uncertainly,” to* fight net |
as one that beateth the air.” :

1.

MISCELLANEOUS,

The following is a literal report of a charity :
Sermon once Dreached by the celebrated Dean |
Swift: !

Y\‘Iﬂn that ziveth to the Poor lendeth to the Lord.”

« Dear Bretliren,” smy  the Dean, + you know
the terms—Dowx it TrE BLust.” |

1
"The Pope is abont to erect a colossal statue of |
the Virgin Mary at Rome in celebra’ion of the |
triumph of the lmmagculate Congeption ~"“gm,ﬂ' “
Three hundred meédals are to he struck of v/
Australian zold. \
Rovar. MuwNtricexcre.—Her Mgesty and |
Prince Albert have generously forwarded to the
Bishop of London a sum of £300 as a joint con-
tributien to the Association for Promoting the
Relief of Destitution in the Metropolis.

Mr. Layard, M, P., in returning his ac-
knowledgements for his election as Lord Rector of |
Marischal College, Aberdeen. regrets his inabili-
ty, from the natire of his duties as a member of |
tge Committee of Inquiry into the state of the |
army in the Crimea, to state definitely the day |
on which he coyld come to Aberdeen. Inall |
probability the most convenient time would be
during the Easter recess. Mr. Layard is the
youngest Reetor on the ro!l, being but 38 years of
age, having been boyn in Paris in 1817, and is an
honorary D.C.L. of Oxford.

THE Emeperor oF Faance 4xp THE Scrie-
TUuRrEs.— Although the incident may pass unheed
ad amid the maltitudinous affairs of the War,
perhaps there is no circuinstance \'-'hl(‘h.“'i“ be |
naticed jn Great Britain and the Colonies with |
a more agreeable surprise than (he following ;— !
the Emperor of France has presented each of the
10,400 soldiers ordered from Béulogne to Paris
en 7oute 1o the Crimea with a copy of the New |
‘Cestament, being the diamond Edition publishod |

'

i (he Firebrand.

VALUE oF PRINZING.—In 1274 the price of a
small Bible, neatly translated, was L..30, a sumr
equal to at least L.300 of our money, A good
clear-printed Bible may now b2 had for two or
three shillings. Itisrelated that the building of the
two acres of London Bridge cost only L.15,
which is L.5 less than what a copy of the Bible
sold for many vears afterwards. ‘Fhese facts af-
ford a curious eommentary on the changes and
advantages produced by the extraordinary in-
vention of printing, which has done so much to
alter alt the institutions of the World wherever
the press has apjeared.

We have selected several paragraphs relating
to the Edinburgh Chair of Natural Uistory. Pro-
fessor Agassiz was nominated, but attention was
drawn to the erroneous views on doctrinal sub-
jects he had promulgated with the following re-
sult. Ed. Presb.

Cuainr oF Natusar History—M, Agassiz.
-~The proposal made in the Town Council to
memorialise the Government in favonr of M.
Agassiz was yesterday withdrawn. This renders

| it unnecessary in us to reply to the fallacies of a
| liberal contemporary, which has been expending

columnsof *¢ words® to prove that Scriptare truth
eught not to be considered in the appointments to
our University Chairs.— Post.

The nobleman alluded to in the ensuing para~
graple is better known as Lord Ashley. He has
long maintained a high reputation for Christian
philanthropy, and has now given another instance
of the strict.principle that actuates his conduct.
— I ditor Presbyterian.

Lorp SHAFTESBURY AND THE CABINET.—The
announcement in Saturday’s Globe was premature,
though not unfounded. The Chaucellorship of
the Duchy of Lancaster was a second time offered
to Lord Shattesbury, and, this time, with the tull
concurrence of the whole Cubinet. Bat his
Lordship explained that he could not afford to be
any other man in the Cabinet thar he had always
been out of it ; that he could not ussent to meas-
ures (such as Jew Biils, Maynooth. &c¢.} in office,
whieh he had always opnosed while out of office,
This explanation on his Lordship’s part has ar-

rested the negotiation; and we do not expect
that the other members of the Cabinet, on these
terms, will be prepared toaccept Lord Shaftesbury
as a colleague.— Standard.

Her MaJESTY AND 7i1k Buieariax INraNTs.

| —It may be remembersed that, at the time of

Captain Hyde Parkei’s attack on the ecoast of
Bulgaria, two infants were saved itom a boat
that put off from the shore, and taken on board
In the boat.were found dresses
of a very vich description, composed of erimson
sitk, Jined and bordered with gold. The children
were respectively named John and Alexander
rjrebrand.  The Queen was made acquainted
with the circumstanees of the case, and, with
X iesc V'8 usual goodness of heart, she in-
her Majest )’ 1 gooat eart, s 1
stantly desirel lha'. lh,e‘mfants should‘be sent
Home in the Britannia. They were accordingly puot
on hoard and brough! t(:‘Enghmd, being attended
by one of the ship’s 0¥s to whom they got
attached.  On the arrival of the Britannia the
children were sent to Oshorn® with the boy
who attended ppon them. A cotige has been
fitted for their reccption, and the Queen has
adopted them. Who they may turn oul to be
is at the present mowent a matter of conjectu e

UNITED PrespyTERiaN PRESBYTERY oF Ep-
INBURGH.—At the meeting of this 'resbytery
on Tuesday some discussion toak place with ref-
erence to the keeping of the national fast-day
on the 21st March. A motion of the Rev. Dr.
John Brown was carried by the casting-vate of
the Moderator to the effect that the Presb{tqyy,
understanding that in consequence of her Majes.
ty’s proclamation the ordinary course of business
wonld be disturbed on Wednesday, 31st March,
while not recognising the authority of any civi

power to prescribe religious duty, or the time or

manner of its performance, recon)mend congrega-
tions to avail themselves of the opportunity thus
aiforded them of observing the day as a day of
fast and humiliation. .



Misstox To Irarrans.—A late number of the
Christian Times.~of London. states that one man
in Europe has thought to improve the opening
which the present remarkable crisis in Turkey
affords for new enterprises in extending the
kiiowledge of the Gospel. We wish there were
hundreds, equally enterprising, to avail themselves
of every opening to every race and class ot the
population of Turkey until it should be o that
the end of the present commotion should leave the
whole empire-pervaded with Fvangelical Truth.
‘ Returning to Constantinople, we gladly mark
a new feature of interest in that city, now crowded
with people from many nations. M. Turin, a
Waldensian. is there as’a missionary to the Ital-
ians. Amongst the [talians he has indeed an
arduous work in hand, for they ar:, most of them,
extremely bigoted ; but the bigotry relents with
many. An Italian school under his care flour-
ishes ; and, whatever may become of the parents,
the children are in a way of learning well the
first elements of Christianity. An evangelical
Italian school could not bte collected in Rome-
ridden Italy, and therefore it is impossible to
estimate too Lighly the vaiue of this teaching on
the Bosphorus. = The zeal of M. Turin is carrying
him into a wide field of labor among the French
in that city, both inhabitants and soldiers. The
hospitals are open to his visits in spite of all the
fury of Romish emissaries of hoth sexes, and the
only fear is lest he be overwhelmed with toil.
The gentlemen who have originated this mission
1o the Italians at Constantinople will surely be
Sustained by the friends of both laly and Tuikey
in holding up the hands ot M. Turin and enabling
him to concertrate his labors with more adequate

Tesources on the particular class of persons for
whose weifare he was sent.

s

The new drgma of the “ Immaculate Concep-
tion” established in the Roman Catholic Church
by the authority of the Pope, sustained by a vast

majority of the Sacred Colleges, is likely, however, |
t) create dissension and sch'sm in the Church itsef', |

In aletter of the AUbé Laborde, written to the
Pope many months back, and now brought toi-
ward, he combats the doctrine itself by the re-
ceived authorities of the early Church, and then
puts himself into a posture of resistance very un-

usual in any member of that hierarchy. He says |
that  time may come when it may be necessary |

that Paul should resist Peter to the face.” Ife
addsi—- * = * & May the Lord calighten
the eyes of your understanding. [ Ephes. i. 17, 18,]
that you may see the snares of the devil prepared
against your sou!, and the peace of the Church by
the mouth of flaiterers. We know i, we khow it.
Tlattery does not cease to allure you. It asserts
that you will confirm the donation of the Bishop
of Rome over the universal Church, if, by a de-
cree of faith, binding on all Christians, you ter-
minate a question which none of your predecessors
or any Synod has dared thus todefine. These are
the wiles of the serpent.  The Bishop of Rome
is, like all other men, a weak man, prone to sin,
obnoxious 1o error ,and may become a prevari-
. cator in his holy office, and be deceived, and en-
deavor 1o deceive.”  How such expressions
square with the assertion and confessions of the
intallibility of the Soveris

n Pontiff, we L:ave to
the members of the Church ip question to explain.

INTOLERA&CP;

It may be in the recollection of our readers

that, a short time ago. we laid before them an | printed copies hereof to be sent to the Sheriffs of |

account of the proceedingsof a Free Kirk ses-
sion in the Higulands of Perthshire towarnds cey-
tain individuals who had left the cominunjon of
the Free and joined that of the Establisheq
Church. They may also remember that these
individuals were cited to appear before the said

kirk-session to answer to the charge of « having .

fallen away from the prolession which they made
of owning the doctrine, jurisdiction, and discipline
of the Free Churel, 1o the great dishonour of

'Chn'st,l and the serious danger of their own souls.”” ;
at citation was, of course, disregarded, for on -

the ground on which it proceeded was evidence
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plain enough that they owed it no respect, and
could pay it none without virtually owning the
Jurisdiction they had repudiated, and so stul-
titying themselves,

Now we beg particular attention to what we
are about to state. At a meeting of the said
kirk-sessson, the minute ot which, in relation to
this matter, is now before us, sentence was pas-
sed, with a statement of the grounds on which it
was laid, the gist whereof (omitling, to save
space, the narrative part of it) runs as follows :—

* That the said parties have shown gross con-
tempt of Christ in His judicatories, because, though
cited three several times to appear before this
session, ¢ their rulers in the Lord,’ they have not
done so.

‘“ "I'bat the said parties have entered on a course
of defection and falling away from the Gospel of
Christ, inasmuch as they have joined the com-
munion of a Church which is controlled by the
Civil Courts of the land in matters spiritual, and
of which Christ is not the Head.

“In respect of these solemn circumstanees, the
session did, and hereby do, in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the only Head of the Church,

ent.
P We deem it almost superfluous to make any
comment ¢n such a document. Its arrogance, in-
tolerance, and violence,—its profanation of things
sacred, attempted domination over conscience,—
are written too plainlv on the face of it to need
exposure.—Edinburgh Post.

As a document appertaining to the History of
Britain, and therefore worthy of preservation, we
insert the ensuing proclamation, to which we
referred in our last.— Ed. Presb.

DAY OF HUMILIATION AND PRAYER.

(From the London Gazetle of Tuesduy, Feb. 27.)
i BY THE QUEEN—A PROCLAMATION,
f FOR A DAY OF SOLEMN FAST, HUMILIATION,
|

AND PRAYER, IN SCOTLAND.

Vicroria R.-We, taking into our most serious
consideration the just and necessary war in which
we are engaged, and putting our trast in Almighty
i God that He will graciously bless our arms both
! by sea and ldnd, have resolved, and do, by and

with the advice of our Privy Council, hereby
{ command that a public day of solemn fast, hu-
miliation, and prayer, be observed throughout
that part of our Kingdom of Great Britain called
Scotland on Wednesday, the 21st llay of March
next, that o both we and our people may humble
ourselves before Almighty God, in orderto obtain
pardon of our sins, and in the most devout and
solemn manner send up our prayers and suppli-
cations to the Divine Majesty for imploring His
blessing and assistance on” our arms, for the res-
toration of peace to us and our dominijons; and
we do strictly charge and command that the said
day be reverently and devontly observed by all
our loving subjects in Scotland, as they tender
the favour ot'Afmighty God, and would avoid His
wrath and indignation. Qur will is, therefore,
and we charge that, this our proclamation secen,
ye forthwith proceced to the Market Cross ot
FEdinburgh and all other places needful, and there,
in our name and authority, make publication
heieof that none pretend ignorance. And our
will and pleasure is that our Solicitor do cange

the several shires, stewarts of stewartries, and
bailiffs of regalities. and their. clerks, whom we
ordain to see the same published; and we do
appoint them to send copies hereof to the several
parish churches within their bounds, that upon
the Lord's Day immediately preceding the da
above mentioned the same may be published and!
i4ead from the pulpits immediately after Divine
service.

Given at our Court at Buekingham ’alace this
28th day of February in the year of Our Lord
1855, and in the 18th year of our reign.

GOD SAVE THE;QUEEN.
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A similar proclamation has been issued for
England and Ireland.

Rovar PRoCLAMATION.-—~On Monday, the 5th
March, at twelve o’clock noon the Heralds and
Pursuivants of Scotland proclaimed the War Fast
at the Market Cross, Edinburgh, with the usual
ceremonics.  The Sheriff of the county was pres-
ent, and was accompunied by the Sheriff-Clerk-
Depute and his officers. A small military escort
was furnished by the troops in garrison.

NOTICE OF BOOK.
THE EDINBURGH CHRISTIAN

MAGAZINE. '
PATON AND RITCHIE.

This periodical has reached the conclu-

; sion of its sixth volume, and appears to

excommunicate the foresaid T. and M. B. from the '
fellowship of the Charch, aye and untjl they re- .

be entering vigorously on an extending
course of usefulness.  We extract from it
a notice of the Mission to Scutari, an en-
terprise with which its Editor is intimate-
ly connected. Welearn from an advertise-
ment in the number before us that the
Rev. Norman MacLeod, so favourably
known in Canadaas a member of the Dep-
utation from the Parent Church, con-
tinues to add to the labours devolved upon
him by the ministerial charge of the Barony
Parish, Glasgow, the additional voluntary
one of editing the Magazine in question.
Insubmitiing the Editor’s Note to his read-
ers, we bespeak for the Edinburgh Chris-
tian Magazine a kindly reception in Can-
ada.

GLASGOW MISSION TO THE HOSPITAL
AT SCUTARL

No intelligence has been received up to this
date (Feb. 22) of Mr. Ferguson’s arrival at Scu-~
tari.

The following leiter will prove, if any proot
were needed, how keenly our Seotch soldiers
watch and appreciate our ‘efforts in their behaly.
We are at a loss to understand how the worthy
sergeant had not met or heard of any Presbyterian
missionaries in the camp, as we were assured
last month by the late Secrctary-at-War that
there were now cight Presbyterian ministers
with the army in the East. These have all been
sent out, a< far as we know, by the Church of
Scotland and the Free Church, and six of them
are in the Crimea ; some of them certainly were
there some tinie prior to the date of the serzeant’s
letter. 'We may mention that the Glasgow
Mission was refused an additional missionary on
the ground of the number already despaiched by
Government.  But application has been made for
oueto be appointed to the Civil HospitalatSmyrna,
Extract of a letter from CoLoUR-SERGEANT

TENxANT 10 his father in Glasgow, from the

Camp before Sebastopol, 28tk Junuary, 1853,

“ You tell me that a missionary has been sent
to Scutari. So far good. You might be kind
enough to telt Mr. Gillan that, since [ landed in
Turkey, ] have not heard the Word of God preach-
ed, with the exception of hearlrj&: the Church of
England prayers read twice. You may tell him
our division has more than 200 Scotsmen. Can
Scotland give her suffering, fighting sons no
aid 7 I have seen in our hospital the Church of
England minister come to comfort the sick or
wounded. Thave seen the Roman Catholic priest

- kneel by the side of the dying, ard breathe peace

and comfort. Scotland has her missionaries in
far heathen lands.  Yes; but does she think there
are not some wanted here? True, the Highland
Brigade has one minister. Butlet me ask my



74

country,—let me ask the religious men and wom-
en of Scotland,—if that is enough ? How
many of Scotland’s sons have gone down to the
narrow grave, and no minister to read a verse, or
utter a word of prayer, though possessed ot the
same spirit that animated their fathers when
fizhting on the hill-side ?  Let Scotland think of
this.”

Since the above wasin print, the Secretary of
the Scutari Mission has received a letter from
Mr. Ferguson, from Malta, of date 29th Januvary.
They were to proceed to Corfu for the 7lst
Regiment, and expected to reach Scutari in the
first week of February. iSpeaking of the pre-
vious portion of his voyage, he says:—

« The colonel is a Scotchman, und a sincere
Christian. e distributes booksand tractsamong
the troops. ‘under his command, and otherwise
endeavours to do them good. We have been
very erowded on the passage, and could not go
on with the meeting of which I wrote to you
formerly ; but Mr C. and 1 have met the colonel
twice a day in his cabin for Scripture reading
and prayer. We had a smooth passage till yes-
terday and to-day, when the wind blew hurd, but
fair. 1 have been, as usual, the worst sailor on
board: although much better thanon previous long
voyages, as | have been only three days counfined
to bed. Though wearied of the sea, I am not
wearied of my work. 1 more and more rejoice
that I have undertakenit, and fong to be in the
hospital. I have not beenable to do all Iintended
on board, yet I hope I have been able in some
degree to wilness tor Christ in the midst of abound-
ing ungodliness.”

Another letter has just been received from Mr.
Ferguson, dated Scutari, Feb. 12, It will be
printed in our next. e received a hearty wel-
come, and has fonnd abundance of work—IZdin-
burgh Cihristien Muguzine for March.

NOTE BY THE EDITOR.

Tue Editor thanks those kind friends who
have assisted him, by their peu or by their
purse, in supporting the Edinburgh Chris-
tian Magazine until it has reached a sixth
volume. Until both desert him, he will
continue, with thankfulness, to oceupy the
small field thus aliotted to him in the world
of *¢ reiigious literuture.”

At the commencement of each volume
the Editor has the best intentions of making
it better than its predecessors: but, when
finished, he finds,to his regret, that it is
very much on a par with them ; while ex-
perienca does not sugwest the hope of atlain-
ing any marked improvement for the fatuve,
until he can comnud more leisure, more
space, more contributors, and subseribers, It
is difficult tosay which of these requirements
is least likely to be realized. The Editor
has 1o request—as h2 lias often requested
before in vain—that his brethren in the min-
istry would kindly furnish him with any in-
formation as to the spread of Christ’s King-
Jdom in their parishes or districts, or any
hints which might be useful to our ministers
and people, or tacts which might enconraze
them in seeking to do good.” We greatly
want means of free Christian intercourse in
our Church ; and the pazes of the Maeq-
zine, humble though they be, might,” to
some exteut, aid in accomplishing tkis end.

CITY MISSIONARY EFFORTS.

The Churches of Britain are awaken-
ing to the necessities of their position.
Changes of various kinds are occurring,
and, to mectthese,acecommodation is neces-
sary. In the cities especially large in-
fluxes of population have taken place,

!
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and uncared-for, and the Church hasbeen
neglected.  These great evils have forced
themselves upon the attention of Christian
men, and the Church of Scotland has
been not unmindful of her duty to exca-
vate, as it were, among the semi-heathens
who have congregated in her large cities.
Schools and missionary agencies have been
resorted to, and it is trusted that somnc
measure .of good will be the result of so
many carnest prayerful efforts.  Have we
no interest in this matter? Large cities
are fast springing up in our midst : is there
not room taeve for increased efforts? To
illustrate the character of the plans adopt-
ed in Scotland, we extract the ensuing
froman ablearticle on Territorial Churches
by a City minister in the March number of
the Ldinburgh Christian Magazine.

TERRITORIAL CHURCHES.

Given: a district in the heart of a large
town, densely populated—where the great
majority of the innabitants wever attend
church—where the very profession of Chris-
tianity is not made by thousands—where
Sabbath is distinguished from the other
days of the week only by unusual idleness
and profligacy—where the public-houses
are always crowded—where vice is reared
as in a hotbed, to spread throngh the other
parts of the town ;—given such a district,
how is it to be reclaimed and Christianized?
This is the problem toward the solution of
which we are about to contribute our humble
suggestions. It is the great question which
forces itself upon the mind of every minister
of the Gospel whose lot is castin a populous
city parish; and on the right solution of
whieh, and its solntion early, depend the
future character aud destiny of our commer-
cial and manufactaring towns.  We take it
for granted that none of the usual readers
of this Magazine are ignorant that such a
state of things asis described above isa
common one,—that there is not a city of any
size in Scotland, from some of whose parishes
it might not be a faint daguerreotype. It
would, indeed, be too much to suppose that
ordinary readers have any conception of the
amount of this destitation. Probably no one
who has not seen these communities with
his own eye, and has not personally taken
part in missionary labours connected with
them, canform a properestimate of the degra-
dation and vice and poverty which abound in
them. Presumiug, however, that the fact
of religious destitotion is admitted, aud that
the necessity of doing something is felt, if
we would clear our consciences, and save
our country, we proceed to ask, What is to
be done?

The writer,then enters into the discus-
sion of various proposed isolated remedies,
such as Iiducation, the Maine Law and
planting a Church, and comes to the delib-
crate conclusion that '

The only efficient remedy for the degra-
datiou, social, physical, and spiritaal, of a
crowded and destitute district in the heart
of alarge city, is an agency large, system-
atic, and complete.  There are several
cvils to be met with, and there must be a
remedy for each. We take a church as the
ceutre of all the operations.  We acknowl-

children have been growing up untaught | edge and rejoice in the moral omuipotence

.

of the Gospel wherever it is accepted and
believed. We regard it as the alpha and
the omega of all benevolent labour—as the
foundation and the copestone—as the seed
aud the fruit. Nothing is truly valuable
which does not rest upon religion, and is not
permeated by it. First of all, then, in the
midst of such a district as we have chosen
to work upon and reclaim we must planta
church—unot a beautiful building, with title-
deeds binding the walls for perpetuity in
connexion with the Church of Scotland—
but some plain large room with the simplest
fittings, which shall invite rather than repel
the surrounding inhabitants. There let a
missionary preach during the regular diets
of worship (forenoon and afterncon) such
simple and earnest discourses as need no
elaborate preparation. and as go dirvect from
the heart of the preacher to the hearts of his
audience. Such is the church with which
we must begin. Aud at first we must be
content with the appearance of the people
in their ordinary ragged clothes. Want of
clothes is the universal excuse for non-atten-
dance at ordinances elsewhere. It would
be impossible to supply this want all over a
distriet ;—and, if it were not, to supply them
would be unwise. The excuse must be
taken away. The people must be invited
to come in their poor clothes. It is a church
for the poor ; and at first no man with a good
coat upon his back, and no woman with a good
gown upon her back ought to be admitted, if
we would not frighten away those who have
no such better garments, and give them
again their old excuse to plead. Ina few
years the test of success will be the better
clothes and the large attendance of the peo-
ple. The large room may be exchanged
for a neat church, as near the former site as
possible. The young missionary may be-
come an ordained minister—the degraded
district may become an endowed parish.
But it is needful to begin simply and hum-
bly. The room for worship is as needful, in
point of adaptation to the people, as it is a
part of prudent economy at the commence-
ment of such a mission.

2. The next part of the spiritnal ageney
for reclaiming our district is labour among
the children. In work on such a district
the children are found to be far the most doc-
ile part of the population. With them
prevention is needed even more than cure.
Year after year they are growing up, at pres-
ent without God, quite uncared-for, finding
no difference in Sabbath frownn other days,
except that itis moreidle, and the day when
father drinks. If they are left alone much
longer, there will be a generation of native
heathens in the midst of us—a generation
of unbaptized (for these are found already
in hundreds ;)—and who can fail to see that
tiiese must be ten times more wicked than
their degraded parents? A Sabbath school
is therefore quite as needful as a church in
our model district. It must be etiiciently
tanght, and in small classes of seven or eight
as the largest number. A church without
this, in such a neighbourhood, would be
altogether in vain. The missionary must
make this an object not only of his special
care but of his’love. [tshould be for him
a rest, a Sabbath in spirit, after the labours
of the morning, as a refreshing drink when
he is weary—as a consoling friend after his
seemingly fruitless work throughout the.day.

3. A prayer-meeling once a week is an
essential element in this spiritual agency.
If it were for nothing more than to biing
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practically before the population the great ! of the farpast—voices of childhood speak

truth, that religion is for the week-day as
well as for the Sabbath, this would be suffi-
cient ground for such an exercise. But the
fact is, a missionary must be often with his
people to produce any permauent effect npon
them—he must be with them at those times
when the Gospel-willapply more immediately
to their daily gotvows and temptations—he
must have oppoitunities of addressiog to the
serious part of his flock exhortations more
peculiarly suited to them than the sermons on
Sabbaths,which are spoken to all,can possibly
be. And these meetings ought to be not lec-
tures, or disquisitions, ér eloquent and rousing
addresses, but (as their name implies) devo-
tioual, The object of them ought to be, to
excite and encourage the spirit of prayer,
and toapply it to all the business of daily
life.

4. We have yet to notice one of the most
powerful of the spiritual operations on our
model district—the lay agency. Did the
missionary stand alone, he could do little or
nothing in the midst of such a district, e
must be surrounded by an etficient staff of
unpaid Christian labourers, whoshall receive
directions from him, and acknowledge him
as their liead. They must have subdivisions
of the district assigned to them as their
peculiar charge, where they must visit either
all the families, or only the non-church-
20ing population, as may be deemed best. *
Their visits must be weekly if possible, but
not more seldom than monthly. The visitors
should always leave a tract; and, where
they find themselves equal to it, should read
a chapter and engage in prayer. It is of
consequence to obtain earnest Christian men
to visit in conjunction with females; but
geunerally the latter will be much mere ca-
sily obtained, and, after the missionary has
picneered the way, and pointed out what
houses they should go to, their labours will
be almost as effective as those of any agency
could be. There is a prejudice in the minds
of many persons against ladies being employ-
ed in such a work, partly because ofthe un-
pleasant things connected with it, and part-
ly from more serious reasons.  As to the one
class of objections, itis enongh to say that, if
the great work of saving the souls of those
who, by hundreds at a time, are going down
1o destruction, is ever to be done, something
must be braved inits prosecution.  We can-
not be fellow-labourers with God without
meeting difficulty.  And, as tothe otherclass
of objections, they exist almost altogether in
fancy. Afterthe experience of years ladies
have never had to record a single case even
of rude treatment, and they look back to the
time, spent in going from house to house
amidst these wretehed lanes, as nearly the
2“3’“95@ happiest periods of their Jives.
Such an agency is indispensable—is the
very corner-stone of territorial machinery—
is one of its very characteristics. It has an
inﬂue}n_ce upon the poor and vicious which
a miinister or missionary can hardly ever
have. [t bears upon it so evidently the
stamp of Christian love that this cad be read
and understood by all, that it reaches the
heart of the degraded and the vicious, and
calls into play the pure and gentle affections
which have Jong been buried beneath the
evil habits of years, It awakens memories

* This is one of the open questions connected
With territorial churches. The former is perhaps
he method more generally adopted, but is open
lo great practical difficulties and disadvantages,

again by meansof it—forms of the dead be-
gin to hovég round those sinful souls. It
thus kindles the first spark of reformation,
which may yet be fanned into a flame, It
does so even before a word is spoken—hy
the very presence of love for them in the
hearts of those whom they thought to have
been carelesswhether they were lostorsaved.
Such is the power of this lay ageney. Such
theblessedeffectsof givingalittietime,labour
and prayer to the work of visiting among the
poor in a degraded district. Tet no one
think thatthisiga work which he iz not called
on to undertake. Congregations often think
that such daty is for their minister, not for
them, and that they are conferiing a person-
al favour on him if they engage in it. This
is a sad mistake. Itis their special duty,as
much asit is his. Theyare as much bound to
help theipoorer brethern in spiritual matters
as in carnal.  The great principle of benevo-
lence reaches to these poor and wretched
people who are lying lost in their degrada-
tion—heathens in Chyistendom—unbaptized
in a land of Bibles. Every one who can
breathe a prayer at a sick bed, and who has
leisure enough to give a few hours a month
to serve the Lord, oughtto engage in such
labour without delay. Any one who is not
yet able for such work should strive earnest-
Iy to qualify for it ; for it is a solemn duty, it
is a blessed privilege, to be followers of Him
who personally ministered to the lost, and
to be fellow-labofivers with that 8:irit who
is striving with them still.

5. A day-school in immediate connection
with the mission is almost essential to its
complete and permanent success. Perhaps
it is betterto begin with this, and to allow
the other agencies to grow up around it.
There ave in the large cities hundreds of
clitldren who go to no day-school ; and per-
haps a still larger number who have gone
for a year or two, and are then sent to work
before they can read with pleasure to them-
selves, or write much more than their names,
or perform a sum in multiplication. The
great obstacles to the education of this class
of children are found to be street-begging,
and the employment of yonng children by
masters to go errands for them. A very
heavy responsibility rests on magistrates for
not putting down with a determined hand
all street-begging. Now thata new law
has come into force, let us hope that we
shall see no more of these little wretched
creatures who infest almost every highway
in provineial towns. So Jong as begging is
permitted, and it is profitable, it will be vain
fo get this class to school. We have tried
them often. We have bade them come
along with us 1o school, and been on the road
with them ; but, whenever we happened to
look away, they dived down a close, and dis -
appeared. We remember one incidentvery
vividly. Poor little Mickey M’Donald was
a coustant beggar on the road we passed
daily. There was something in his look,
such a stamp ofinnocent cheerfulness, such
a fine frank laugh, that very few could re-
fuse him charity. Ile was hlmsel'f anxious
to go to school. IHe took us to his home,
where the poor fatherless child pleaded to be
allowed to come. His mother, an Trishwo-
man who could not speak a word of English,
told us (through an imerpreter) that she was
willine 1o let her son go—bul.—And what
was this ¢ but 2 “ But’ we must give her
inreturn asmuch as herson madeby begging
on the streets.” Pocr Mick! May he experi-

75

ence the truth of the promise: “ Whenmy
father and my mother forsake me, then the
Lord will take me up.”> The employment of
children below fourteen years of ageis a
still more common cause of their being de -
prived of education. We question whethber
atwentieth pait of the children in the poorest
districts (even of those who are at school)
receive an education at all complete, or fit-
ting them to pass creditably through the
world. Every man who, forthe sake of
saving a few pence a-week, employs any
poor child under fourteen, is doing to him
not a charity—is bringing him under a curse.
A schonl for destitute children should not be
altogether fiee. This would ouly encourage
the bad habit of dependence upon others, that
is becoming too common among the poor,
and it would make parents careiess concern-
ing the education thus given. A penny a
week is what most of them could pay for
their children 5 and in the few cases where
they could not this might be paid by the
lady visitors or charitable friends connected
with the mission. It depends on the lay
agency visiting from house to house, as
much as on the efliciency of the teacher,
whether this school succeed ; but, if it do, a
great step is already taken towards the
complete reclamation of the degraded dis-
trict.

6. A temperance society is a valuable
auxiliary toaterritorial mission. Drunkenness
is found to be the most common source of
the misery and of the vice of the worst dis-
tricts in our large towns. Whatever be the
trath or falsity of the total abstinence princi-
ple in general, there can be but one opinion
of its propriety and its necessity for the recla-~
mation of those who have long given way to
drink. No man would think of feeding
upon medicine day after day, when he is in
perfect hiealth, but neither counld any man
deny the need of administering its doses dur-
ing sickness. Ou this ground even those

who object to temperance societies in
general may quite consistently take
pait in the establishment of one con-

' nected with our mission, and having speci-

ally in view the recovery of drunkards. It
will be found almost invaluableas a help,
and all the more so that it iz kept in imme-
diate counection with the prociamation of
the Gospel.

7. A lendinglibrary for the use of those
who attend the church and Sabbath school,
and generally for distribution 1u the district,
ought not to be .overlooked. The books
should not be all religious ones—sermons
or commentaries—or what are called among
children, ¢« Sabbath-day books.”” Theyshould
be mixed, containinggeneralinformation and
interestingstories ; butall having a moral and
religious tendency, and many ot them purely
religious. Greal care must be taken in their
distribution ; and a considerable yearly loss,
especially at first, must be looked for. This
must be reckoned as part of the annual ex~
penditure of the mission.

8. A penny-bank is the last connected
agency we mtend to mention. 'This is a
rieans of elevating the population which
the people will be able themselves very
soon to appreciate.  They have but little to
save, but many !itll(}s accumulate to much.
Whenever a savings-bank is near, it will be
no difficult thinzto establish a branch in
connection with the mission ; for, in order to
make the agencies effectual, they must all
work together. ' ’

The establishment, then, of a territoria
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church, as explained above, is our answer
to the question: How can we reclaim a
destitate and degraced distiict in the heart
of a large town?  Quegreat secret of its effi-
cacyconsistsinthecompleteness of the agen-
cy, which may be established gradually, and
not superimposed all atonce.  Its strength
Jies very much in its union. The single
fibres, that might be so easily broken when
scparate, are init bound tozether in one
strong rope. It is a work which we earnest-
ly wish to see taken up by the Chureh, It
seems to nus to be the very object which the
Home Mission Scheme shouald, above all
things, keep in view. Itisin vain to an-
swer: First build a chureh, and bind it in
perpetual connexion with the Church of
Scotlard, and then the Home Mission
Scheme will find it within the limits of their
commission. Surely the congresation is
more valnable than the building ; swely it is
better to preach the Guspel for some years
to a number of poor degraded outcasts, even
should the scheme eventuzlly go down, than
wait till a church is bui't, and then help it!
What is needed is help at first—help to
break. ground in such a district—help to get
the povr people once more initiated into the
habits of church-going. Surely the difficul-
ties are greatest when the missionary and
his associated visitors go, for the first
time, into houses where a minister has not
been seen forten years, and where every
child playine on the floor is unbaptized.
When the old habits are already broken, the
future work is not ro hard or hopeless. Why
then detay help till the crisis of the disorder
is over, till the disease has already taken its
favourable turn, and give assistance to the
convalescent only? Can that Jabonr be
really lost, which preaches to the perishing,
even though it should be only for a time?
No; let us be sure that it is the duty
of all Churches to take upthe work, and not
to leave it to isolated efforts, Letl us all
help. Let the Church of Seotland move
forward in the van, carrying the banner of
the Lord. The enemy at our doors, in our
midst, may long resist. It will need all our
efforts to overcome him. Butin the s*rength
of the Lord, and looking for all needful sap-
plies from Him, the victory over sin and
misery issure.
A Crry MiNisTER.

POETRY.

A GOOD PASTOR.

He was a shepherd, and uo mercenary,

And, though he holy was and virtuous,

He was to sinful men full piteous ,

His words were strong, but not with anger
fraught ; .

A love benignant he discreetly taught,

To draw mankind to Heaven by gentleness

And good example was his business,

But, if that any one were obslinate,

Whetlier he were of high or low estate,

Him would he sharply check with altered
mien

A better parson there was nowhere scen.

He paid no court 1o pomp and reverence,

Nor spiced his conscience at his soul’s ex:
pense ;

Bat Jesus’ love, which own no pride or pelf,

He taught ; bat first he followed himself.

CHAUCER.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

HYMN FOR DAY OF HUMILIATION,
18th April, 1853.
{ For the Presbyterian.)
Help! Lord ! we beseech Thee: Thy servants de-

part,
From the battle-field summoned away
To the glorious crown Thou preparest for those
Who have borne the heat of the day.

Our mighty men fall! they are taken away
From many au evil to come.

But, Oh! send forth others to fill up the ranks
Of those Thou hast called away Home.

Our sins, we acknowledge, deserve the distress
‘Thou hast brought on our Zion forlorn :
We would hnmble ourselves; we would sue for
‘I'hy grace,
While our provocations we mourn.

ought,
The warnings—entreaties—with tears,
Which from Sabbath to Sabbath from Heaven-
inspired lips
‘Were permitted to fall on our ears.

They were faithful to Thee ; they were faithful
tous:
But we were untaithful to both;
And justly Thou teachest us now by Thy 1od
Harder lessons—yea, lessons of wrath !

Be not angry forever ; revive us aguin ;
«_ We would hear Thee, and we would obey :
Oh ! send us Thy light and Thy truth to instruet,
And Thy Servants to guide on our way.

Fereus. . AvrpHa.

(For the Presbplerian.)
“THERE REMAINETH A REST FOR THE
-PEOPLE OF GOD.”

¢ There re‘mnine\h a rest;’ yes!the way may be
ong,

And darkness and ctorms may compass it round;
But well may the pilgrim arouse and be strong,
I For he knows that a haven of peace shall be
found.

Long, long may the dark night of sorrow endure,
“Mid thorns and briars the path may be trod;”
But the promice is made, and we know it is sure,
*“There remaineth a rest for the people of God.”

“There remaineth a rest;’—oh! the toil may be
hard,
And the worker may faint neath “ the heat of
the day;”
But the evening approacheth ; he waits his reward’
And the thought makes his weariness vanish

For the lingering footsteps so weary of life;
“ There remaineth a rest for the people of God.”

“ There remaineth a rest;” the lone mourner may
walk
In sadness nnd sorrow, and oft in dismay,
When his fairest home-blossoms are crushed in
the stalk,
And the loved and the cherished are passing
away.

But faith bids him look through his tears to the

sky,
And pa(izntly_ hopefully bow ’neath the rod,
For its strokes are in love, and he knows that on
High,
“There remaineth a rest for the people of
God.”

« Iona.”

We confess that we have not improved, as we !

away.
For he knows there is rest from the toil and the
strife,
From the struggles witbin and the conflicts
abroad,

WHAT’S THE NEWS?

[Tue special interest of these lines arises from
the circumstance that the author, a young man,
since dead, was insane on every point except that
of religion, on which he continned to the last
thoroughly sound and intelligent.}

Whene’er we meet, you always say,
What’s the news? What’s the news ?

Prav what’s the order of the day?
Whats the news 2 What’s the news 1

Oh, T have got good news to tell !

My Saviour has done all things well, *

And triumphed over death and hell,—
That’s the news! That’s the news!

The Tamb was slain on Calvary,—

That’s the news! That’s the news!
To set a world of sinners free.—

That’s the news! That’s the news !
*Pwas there His precious blood was shed,
But now He’s risen {rom the dead,—

That’s the news ! That’s the news!

To Heaven above the Congueror’s gone,—
That’s the news! That’s the news!
He’s passed trinmphaat to the Throne.—
That’s the news! That’s the news !

And on that Throne He will remain,
Until as Judge He comes again,
Attended by a dazzling train,—
That’s the news! That's the news!

His work’s reviving all around,—

That’s the news! That's the news!
And many have re-lemption found,—

That’s the news! That’s the news!
And, since their souls have caught the flame,
They shout Hosannah to His name;

And all around they spread His fame,—

That’s the news! That’s the news!

The Lor has pardoned all my sin,—
That’s the news ! That’s the news!

I feel the witness now within,---
That’s the news ! That’sthe news!

And, since He took my sins away,

And taught me hiow to watch and pray,

I’'m happy now from day to day.---
That’s the news! That’s the news!

And Christ the Lord can save me now.—
That’s the news ! ‘That’s the news !
Your sinful hearts He can renew,—
That’s the news! That’s the news!
This moment, if for sins you grieve,}
This moment. if you do believe,
A full acquittal you'll receive —
That’s the news! That’s the news !

And then, il any one should say,—
What'sthenews! What’s the news!
Oh, tell them you'velbegun to pray,—
That’s the news ! That’s the news!
That you have joined the conquering band,
And now with joy at God’s command
You're marching to the better land,—
That’s the news ! That’s the news!

SELECTIONS,

[From the London Times, Jan. 4.]

Letter from Dr. CuMMING, Juthor of the
“Clurchbefore the Flood,” Voices of the Night, &c.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND IT8 CON-
SEQUENCES.

To the Editor of the Times: .

* Sir,—In my former letter, which you did me
the honor to insert, I described the Antegedents
of this recently decreed dogma of the Vatican,
In my present letter [ would attempt to unfold
the consequences that naturally result from this
decision. These, I suspect, are far more numer-
ous, and in their effect more suicidal than Pio
Nono or his advisers appear to be aware of or to



anticipate, This dogma has now ceased to be
what it was held by many to be heretofore—a
mere ¢“ pious opinion.” Tt is now an article of
faith, vital and essential, and us binding on a
Roman Catholic as the doctrine of tran-
substantiation, or Purgatary, or any other article
in the twenty-four dogmas of the creed of
Pius 1V,

I do not dwell on the fact that this doctrine
contradicts the plainest texts of Scripture. This
might give the subject a direction it is not
neccessary or, in present circumstances, expe-
dient to pursue.  Unhappily in the decrees of
the Vatican the Sacred Volume is a very unwel-
come intruder, and, when it forces attention to
its contents, if not summarily ejected, it is
tolerated by a preterition worse than insult.
What [ wish to poiat out is, that by this decision
the second article of the creed of Pius V.,
solemnly subscribed and sworn to by Dr. New-
man, Archdeacon Manning. and by Dr. Wiseman
also—viz. : “ | will never take and interpret the
Scriptures, unless according to the unanimous
consent of the Fathers,”—Is rendered nul! and
void.

Either the Vatican must repel an article of its
creed, enforced and subsciibed for 300 years,
¢ out of which, it adds, none can be saved,” or
it must admit that in decreemng the Immaculate
Conception intallibility has been outwitted by
the Jesuits, and precipitated into a fatal blunder,
Before showing the truth of this statement, I beg
to preface the few cer.oborative extracts I can
here adduce by the aduussion of two of the most
learned divines of the Romish Church, whose
testimony cannot be impeached. Melchior
Canus, a Bishop of great learning. says : ¢ Sancti
omnes qui In ejus mentionem incidere uno ore
asseverarunt beatam Virginem in peceato origi-
nali conceptam.”  Loci Cont., vii., chap. 1, page
348, edition 1603. (¢ All the holy Fathers who
have alluded to it have declared unanimously
that the blessed Virgin was conceived in original
sin.”

The Dublin Review, in an article supposed to
be Cardinalitial, does not hesitate to state—
*Petavius—no mean judge—assures os that all
the Fathers were ignorant of, not to say denied,
_this doctrine.”” But, as we have access to the
fathers also, let us adduce a few briel extracts,
which will not only startle the Romish Church
by suggesting the ewminent insecurity of one
article of faith by the introduction of another
and a new one, but will also prove that the cage
containing the happy united family at Charing
Cross, where external coercion takes the place
of internal cohesion, is a faint type of a Church
where unity is an entire stranger and exile, and
uniformity is superinduced by ecclesiastical re-
straint and domination only.

The Fathers frequently refer to Mary in terms
which show that they did not and could not
regard her as immaculate in Ler conception,
seeing they describe her as not immaculate in
her conduct; for a sinless nature must have a
sinless life. Jrenaus says, * The Lord repelled
her untimely hurryinz®* at Cana of Galilee.

Tertullian says ‘on the text: ““T'hy mother and
Thy brethren stand withont, desiring to speak
with Thee”—« Chirist with reason felt indignant
that, while strangers were intently bent on His
discourse, persons so nearly related to Him should
stand without sezking to call Him away from His
solemn work.”

Origen is very decided :  If Mary did not feel
offence at our Lord's sufferings, Jesus did not
die for her sins. But, if all have come short of
the glory of God, being justified by grace, and
redeemed, surely Mary, too, was offénded. This is
what Simeon prophesies: “Through thy own
soul shall the sword of unbelief pierce, and thou
shalt be struck with the shaip point of donbt.”

Epiphanius writes : ** ‘The birth of Mary was in
the ordinary course of nature, not in any way
different from ordinary mortals.”

‘The Benedictines'blame Basil the Great because
“‘he not very beauiifully thinks that Mary waver-
ed the time of the passion.” )

The itlustrious Chrysostom, commenting on
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the marriage feast of Cana, writes : “What Mary
then undertook was the effect of excessive am-
bition, for she desired to show to the people that
?e commanded and controlled her son. See the
oolish arrogance both ot herself and them, &c.”

St. Augustine speaks of Mary as conceived in
sin, and says : “She was more blessed by receiv-
ing the faith of Christ than by concelving the
flesh of Christ.”

The great St. Bernard, who is numbered with
the Fathers notwithstanding the centuries that
separated him from Angustine and Chrysostom
and Jerome, is perhaps the most determined
opponent of the Immaculate Conception to whom
we can appea.l  The argument in a late
powerful article in the Times is substantially
that of St. Bernard. His words are so pithy
that I venture to quote them in the original :—

“ Quid si alius propter eandem causam, etiam,
utrique pareuti ejus festos honores asserat
deferendos 7 Sed de avis et proavis id ivsum
posset pro simili causa quilibet flagitare * *
* * » Nisi forte quis dicat de Spiritu Sancto,
eamn et non de viro conceptam fuisse, sed id
hactenus inauditum. Lego denique Sanctum
Spiritnm in eam.nun com ea, venisse.”’—Bernard,
Ep. 174, col. 331, vol. 1, Paris, 183%.”—(‘* But
what if another for the very same reason assert
that festal honours should be given to both her
parents? But any one may demand the same
thing for the same reason for her grandfathers
and fotefathers * * + * TUnless that one
affirm that she was conceived of the Holy Spirit
and not of man—but that has hitherto been un-
heard of. In fine T assert that the Holy Spirit
came into her, not came with her.””)

St. Liguori, Dr. Wiseman’s beloved saint and
model, evidently annoyed at the conclusive
reasoning of St. Bernard, very devoutly observes:
“ Were St. Bérnard living in our times, he would
certainly write otherwise than he has written 7

[need not say that of the testimonies of the learned
Sarpi, or the angelic Thomas, or even Bellarmine,
who is now, I suppose, a heretic for what looks
like his dishelief of the Immaculate Conception.
He. at least asserts that ¢ Mary sinned in Adam.”

The Dominicans are already up in arms against
the decision which the Pope has now given in
favor of their ancient enemies and rivals—the
Franciscans; and with great zeal they fling St.
Thomas Aquinas in the face of Pio Nono—logic~
ally destructive, but pontifically useless. Causa
finita est, Roma locuta. The Archbishop of
Florence has also his hands full in defending
the Pope, and deciplining his refractory monks,
who have no faith in the new dogma.

This novelty decreed by Pio Nono as an es-
sential article of faith, to reject which alone is
heresy, has fallen like a bombshell among
fathers and doectors, and has finally and infalli-
bly cut off the Church of Rome from the Church
of the Apostles, and of the first five centuries of
the Christian era. It has also proved trium-
phantly that on an article of faith there is no
unity in his communion—that what wus heresy
in the days of Bernard is orthodoxy in the pon-
tificate of Pius IX., and that, if this doctrine be a
vital article of the Christian faith, the sleepy-
headed Church of Rome has been nearly 1800
years in discovering it. This dogmatic conclu-
sion of the Vatican may, nervertheless, lead to
important results, It may at length teach the
adwirers of the Fapacy that it has no definite
creed, that its doctrines accumulate with its years,
that it is either inspired or insane, that it may, one
day, in its progressive developments arrive'at the
conclusion that ** God is great, and Mahomet s a
Prophet.”’

When Father Ienatius did me the honour to
call upon me in order to give me this kind advice
and instruction, he said to e with great solemn-
ity, «If the Church of Rome be not the Church
of the living God, she is the masterpiece of the
Devil.” T confess I have some sympathy with
the conclusion of the very reverend passionist.
Her laity who are the victims will soon be re-
quired to believe so much that they will rise in
insurrection against the whole conspiracy, and
assert for themselves that freedom from priestly

European Cabinet, and all of a sudden
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domination, which must precede their acceptance
ofa pure and noble faith. If, as wise interpreters
ot prophery, we think the death-knell of Papacy
is soon to resound throughout Christendom, we
may expect with them that her long oppressed
people will rapidly come out of her bondage, and
find a shelter and rest in the bosom of Protestant
—that is primitive Christianity.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

January 3. Joux Cumming.

[n the present portentous state of affairs
the following outline of a lecture recently
delivered in Glasgow, Scotland, by the
Rev. Dr. Cumming, of London, will not
be uninteresting : '

SIGNS OF THE END OF THE WORLD.

Dr. Cumyixg entered on the subject of the
‘¢ social and moral signs ofthe end of the World.»
He remarked that the Scripture term ¢ the kings
of the east” ought to have been translated
¢ kings coming from the sun-rising;” by which
phrase some understood kings descended from
the Jewish race. He believed that the Jews
were o be’ restored to their own land, from
the insulation of the Jews, while every other ny-
tion had been ground down, and from the fact
that no nation of the earth hiad been able to retain
possession of his land 5 it was a land without a
people, and the old Sultan, like an old housewife
was meiely keeping the Jew’s house till he should
return.  He had met an architect in London, one
of his elders, who drew a plan of the temple ac-
cording tothe Apocaliptic dimensions,and he found
that it co-incided exactly with the surface of Pales-
tine. After the return of the Jews was to come
their conversion to Christianity. The fig-tree
was the Scriptural symbol for the Jewist. n%tion
and, when we saw the budding of the ﬂg-n'ee’
we were to know that summer was nigh. Dur-
ing the last 40 years the Jews had for the first
time been permitted to live within Jerusalem.
They were every day laying aside their rabbin-
ism, their political opinion was mooted ip every
Parli
was agitated for the admission of Jews i.?;g‘;g‘:
liament. He believed, as the present contest
began about shrines in Jerusalem, it would end
there. The number of converted Jews was rapid-
ly increasing ; the Ilebrew observer said they
had already organised a vast association for taking
possession of Palestine; and assiciations had
been made to purchase Palestine and the site of the
temple of Jerusalem. Again,in 1848 the 7ih
vial began to be poured out, when France dethron-
ed her King, and all the nations of Furope were
perturbed. ~ That moral earthquake contipues jts
vibrations still. Austria, China and the West
were struck as if by a hurricane, agd Russia
seized the general distraction to attempt an inva-
sion on Turkey. In Britain one minister had
left his post, and that day a second cabinet was
announced to have fallen to pieces through the
vibrations of this earthquake. There was a rest-
lessness among all classes of the people, and 3
Propensity to change systems. He believed there
would be no such thing as a perfect Church tij]
the Lord’s Church came, and the true Christig
took and maintained the position allotted to him,
He noticed also the intense earnestness that ac:
tuated everybody. _The age of shams ha( gone
for ever. This indicated the rapid approach of
that day when there would be the two Churches
on Earth—the Apostacy and the Trye Chruch—
and all denominations would be merged under the
old name * Christian,” and when each had gone 1o
his own place, then would be the last shock that
should develop a Church hright as the sun. The
great want of the present day was a living minis-
try. He did not like what Dr. Gillan had been
trying his hand at—tinkering the Church, By

| the term  cities of the nations,” he understooil

the ecclesiastical establishments, and he thought
the time was soon coming when there wouldabe

! no established Church in Scotland, England or
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Ireland. It might not be its desert, but it was
its doom. [le noticed, as corroborative, the con-
troversies aud disruptions in the Euglish and
Scottish Churches.  Tae Established Church
nught be the first to fall, but, when the parish
church fell, the surrounding churches would be
laid on its ruins.  He looked on all church poli-
cies as merely provisional commmittees till the
true Church should descend from Hoeaven, and that
was the best Church which most efliciently did the
work of winning souls to Christ.  Then the great
Babylon was.to come into remembrance before
God.  He traced the shocks Rome had sustained
since 18348, Her adding a new article to her
creed had only precipitated the impending catas-
trophe.  But before-Babylon fell there was to be
a voice from Heaven, ** Come out of her, my
people.”  He believed the present crisis was that
when God from Heaven was calling to the nations
¢ Come out of her,”” and every newsp1per record-
ed the fact that thousands are answering, “We
come, we come,”  The great ¢ hail upon men”
meant the northern invasion, the weight of the
stones signified its strength, and the blasphem-
ing of God the misimprovement of the judgement
by men. Then were to be ““voices, and thunder-
ings and lightnings,” strange uncarthly sounds
and theories starting up. ‘Fhe Zimes said ¢ the
clectrical condition all over Europe was sone-
thing startling, then there was a prediction that
men were to run'to and fro, and knowledge shall
be increazed”  Was not the present a literal res-
onse to this prophecy ?  In knowledge ditfusion
ad now taken the place of concentration, cheap
volumes were being multiplied, the position of
authors aud schoolinasters was raised, anc the
last tax on newspapers was likely to be abolished.
Some translated the words ““ and knowledgze shall
be darted like lightning,” which was literally
fulfilled by the electric telegraph. ¢ Men shall
run to and fro,””  ‘This was the age of travelling,
and sceme had regarded the railway as a subject
for special prophecy. Sir Isaac Newton had from
the study of prophecy predicted some such inven-
tion, and events had blunted the satire of Voltaire.
The Atlantic was becoming an inland lake ; the
Pacific was beaten by steamers; Britain and
America, he believed, would soon sit and talk
to each other, like an old man and his wife over
the chimney-piece. Andlastly, the Gospel should
“ be preached as a witness among all natious,”
though not for the conversion of all nations. This
was fulfilled in facts of the present. The Gospel
was being preached from the tropics to the poles.
« Then shall the end come.” He did not believe
that the earth was to be destroyed, but only that
there should be ¢ a new heaven and a new earth,
and that this earth should, like the human body,
have a purification and a resurrection-morn, and
in the end bloom a fairer paradise than when it
begun,
The lecturer was repeatedly applauded, and an
enthasiastic vote of thanks was paid to him on
the motion of the Rev. Dr. Hill.

AvcusTus TorLaby.—In the adjacent coun-
ty of Devon, and in_one of its sequestered
parishes, with a few cottages sprinkled

over it, mused and sang Aveusrus Torra-
py. When a lad of sixteen, and on a vis-

it to Ireland, he hLad strolled into a Larn
where an illiterale layman was preaching,

but preaching reconciliation to God through: |

the death of His Son.  The homely sermon
took efteet, and from that momeat the Gos-
pel wielded all the powers of his brilliant
and active mind, He was very learned.
Universal history spread before his eye a
familiar and delightful ficld; and at thirty-
eight he died, more widely read in fathers
and Reformers than most academic digni-
taries can boast when their heads are hoa-
ry. Ile was learned because he was active.
Y.ike a race-horse, all nerve and fire, his

life was on tiptoe, and his delight was to-

get over the ground. He read fast, slept
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little, and often wrote like a whirlwind; and,
though the body was weak, it did ngt ob-
struct hin, for in his extatic exertiong he
seemed to leave it behind.  His chief pub-
lications were controveisy. Independently
of his theological convictions, his philoso-
phizing genius, his up-going fancy, and
his devont, dependent piety were a multi-
form Calvinism ; and, by a necessity of na-
ture, if religions at all, the religion of Topla-
dy must have been one where the eye of
God filled all and the will of God wrought
all. The doctrines which were to himselt
so plain, he was perhaps on this account
less fitted to discuss with men of another
make ; and betwixt the strength of his own
belief and the spurning haste of his over-ar-
dent spirit, he gave his worksa frequent air
of scorning arrogance and keen contempt-
uousness. Perhaps even with theologians
of his own persuasion his credit has been
injured by the warmth of his invective; but
on the same sile it will not be easy to find
treatises more acute or eradite—and both
friends and foes must remember that to the
writer his opinions were self-evident, and
that in his devoutest moments he believed
God’s glory was involved in them. It was
the polemic press which extorted this hu-
man bitterness from his spirit; in the pul-
pit’s milder urgency nothing flowed but
balm. His voice was music, and spivituality
and elevation seemed to emanate from his
ethereal countenance, and lizht, unmortal-
form. His vivacity would have caught the
listener’s eye, and his soul-filled looks and
movements would have interpreted his lan-
guage, had there not been such command-
ing solemnity in his tones as made apathy
impossible, and such simplicity in his
works that to hear was to understand.
From easy explanations he advanced to rap-
id and conclusive arguments, and warmed
into importunate exhortations, till conscien-
ces began to burn, and feelings to take fire
from his own kindled spirit, and himself and
his hearers were together drowned in sym-
pathetic tears. And for all the saving pow-
er of his preaching dependent on the Holy
Spirit’s inward energy, it was remarkable
how much was accomplished both at Broad
Hembury and afterwards in Orange Street,
London, He was not only a polemic and a
preacher but a poet. He has left a few
hymns which the church militant will not
readily forget. ¢ When languor and disease
invade,” ¢ A debtor to mercy alone,” ¢
Rock of ages, cleft for me,” ¢ Deathless

i principle, arise :”> these fuur combine ten-

derness and grandeur with theological ful-
ness equal to any kindred compoesitions in
modern language. It would seem as if the
finished work were embalmed, and the
lively hope exulting in every stanza ; whilst
each person of the glorious Godhead radi-
ates majesty, grace and holiness through
each successive line.
that their inspiration is all from above.
Pegasus could not have borne aloft such

for Gabriel’s wing ; and, if not filigreed with
human fancies, they are resplendent with
the traths of God, and brim over with the
joy and pathos of the heaven-born soul.
However, to amass knowledge, and give
out so rapidly not only thonght and learning
but warm emotion, was wasteful work.

It was like bleeding the palm-tree; there
flowed a generous sap which cheered the
{ heart of all who tasted, but it killed the

thouchts and feelings; they are a freioht |

{ palm. Consnmption struck him, and he
died. Butduring that last illness he scemn-

edto lie iu glory’s vestibule. 7To a friend’s
inquiry with sparkling eye he answered, ¢
Oh, my dear sir, I can not tell you the com

forts 1 feel in my soul; they are pastexpres=-
sion. The consolations of God are so abun-
dant that He leaves me nothing to pray for.
My prayers arcall converted into praise. I
enjoy a heaven already in my soul.” And
within an hour of dyiug he catled his friends,
and asked if they could give him up: and,
when they said they couid, tears of joy ran
down his cheeks as he added, ¢ Oh, what
a blessing that you are made willing to give
me over into the hands of iy dear Redeem-
er, and part with me ; for no mortal can live

| after the glories which God has manifested

to my soul.”—From the North British Re~
view.

Tuesassarn.—The Sabbath is God’s spe-
cial present to the working man ; and one of
its chiefobjectsis to prolong his life,and pre-
serve efficient his working tone. In the vital
system it acts like a compensation- ponds it re-
plenishes the spirits, the elasticityand vigour
which the last six days have drained away,
supplies the force which is to fill the six
days succeeding ; and in the economy of ex-
istence it answers the same puipose as the
economy of income isanswered by a savings’
bank. The frugal man who puts aside a
pountd to-day, and another pound next month,
and who in a way is always putting-by his
stated pound from time to time, when he
grows old and frail, gets not only the same
pounds back again, but a good many pounds
beside. And the conscientious man who
husbands one day of existence cvery week,

who, instead of allowing the Sabbath to be
trampled and torn in the hurry and séramble

of life, treasures it devoutly up, the Lord of
the Sabbath keeps it for him, and in the
lenath of days and a hale old age gives it
back with usury. The savings’ bank of
human existence is the weekly Sabbath,—
North Brilish Review. :

MISSIONARY FRUITS.

THE BIBLE MAKERS OF EIMEO.

Wg have all heard of the beautiful island of Ta-
hiti, and its no less beautiful neighbour, the small
istand of Eimeo. Seven and sixty years ago the
first missionaries to the South Seas landed on
Tahiti, and for fifteen years worked hard and
prayed much ere the blessing came and the
Gospel triumphed. Then, however, great good
was done. Many coafessed themselves believers
in Jesus. Idolatry lost its power, and a great
longing for more of Gospel truth was felt. 1t now
hecame necessary to give the people the Bible
in their own language, and a printing-press—the
Tirst in the South Seas—was set up at Eimeo.
The curiosity thus awakened was very great.
Such a thing as a machine to make books was

Nor is it any fault:
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quite unknown, and people flocked from far and
wide 10 sec¢ it.  The King went every day into
the office, and waltched the setting-up of the
types, and the working-off of the sheets. The
Chiefs begged to be allowed to do the same;
while the people thronged the doors and wind-
ows apd cvery place through which_ they
could get a peep at what was going on. Multi-
tudes came from every district of Eimeo, and
from all the ueigbouring istands. For several
weeks the place where the printing was carried
on was like a public fair. The beach was lined
with eanoes from the distant ports. The houses
were filled with visitors. The fields were cov-
ered with tents set up by those who could not

! et a lodging in the town. And the school-room

1 and the chapel, though capable of seating 600



persons, were too small for the number that pres-

sed into them, waiting for some chance of getting '

a peep at the wonderful machine.

All the parties were eager to carry back with
them some copies of ¢ the book ;” and the usual
question they asked when landing was, ¢ When
will the books be ready ?”

The first copy that was finished was presented
to the king, whose joy, ou his gelting it, knew
no bounds.  The Queen and the Chiefs were next
supplied , but here the missionaries were nearly
brought to astand for want of proper materials
for binding. Their stock of mill-board was
soon done, and their leather speedily exhausted.
The people, however, soon found a substitute for
the first by beating picces of bark-cloth together
till they formed a good firm board; or cutting
very thin pieces of wood of the size required to
make the backs. To get the necessary quantity
of leather, the missionaries taught the people how
to tan skins. And now all set to work to make
the leather. All kinds of animals were speedily
killed for their skins ; and old dogs, shaggy goats,
wild kittens, every creature, in short, that could
be spared, was thus robbed of its jacket, to find
covers for the Word of God. The printing-office
was almost like a tan-yard ; and, as you passed
through the village, almost every hut had a skin
of some sort stretched ona board, and drying
in the sun.

not be procured till every chief sent one or more
men to learn the art,and help tosupply the wants.
Most cheering was it to the missionaries to see
the people thus employed; and, though the season
was one of
Joyment. For many weeks and months this
eagerness lasted, and the demand was so great
that thirty or forty canoes were often seen in the
bay, wailing five or six weeks for their supply.
Each canoe would, generally, bring eight or ten
persons, and these would hand to the missionaries
a large roll of plantain leaves, each of whichhad
an order on it for one or more copies from people
that could not come.

One evening about sun-set a canoe arrived
from Tahiti with five men to purchase_ Bibles.
The moment they landed, they hastened to the
missionary’s dwelling, and asked for *“the Word
of Luke.” No copies were ready, but they
were told, if they would wait tiil the following
morning, they shonld have as many as they need-
ed, and were recommended to seek a lodging in a
village. But they were afraid to go away lest
'some other person might come and take the cop-
iesthey were so earnestly waiting for.  So, gath-
ering some dry cocoa-nut leaves for « bed. and
wrapping themselves in their bark-cloth cloaks,
they lay down upon the ground just outside the
missionary’s house, and there slept till the morn-
ing broke. There the missionary found them in
the morning, and, seeing, their great anxiety, lost
no time in supplying to each a copy, and one for
a sister, and another for a mother of one of them.
Each wrapped Lis book in a piece of white bark
ﬁlolh. put it into his bosom, bade the missionary

good bye,” and, without eating or drinking,
hastened to the boat, hoisted the sail, and steered
away full of joy towards home.

Young reader, does not this great eagerness of
the poor South Sea islanders put many 1 this
)angl of Biblesto the ‘blush? Oh ! let us follow
their deep interest in God’s Book ; and, as it
abounds in our dwellings. let us never be con-
demned for our neglect and carelessness respect-
ing it.

PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY.
Wiar shall weask forour country? That wisdom
and knowledge may be the stability of our times
andstrength of salvation, and the fear of the
Lorﬁour treasure.

GLEANINGS FOR THE CHILDREN.
COAL MINES AND CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.

Ionce wenttoa singular missionary mceting.
It was held in a little chapel in a village where
nearly all the menand boys worked in coal

So great was the eagerness of the :
people for the books that binders enough could |

great toil, it wasalso one of great en- |
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mines : and, though some of them had washed
their faces, and puton their best clothes before
. they came to the mceting, there were other
. black-faced people who looked more like dark
i Africans, or South Sea islanders, than like En-
| glishmen. But, though some of them had their
| faces black, they had bright eyes, and appeared
to have warm hearts in the good work of sending
the Gospel to the wretched heathen. But there
i ‘was one thing in this meeting which made it dif-
i ferent from auy other meeting I ever attended : it
was this 1—

;
i
i

Just a year before, when the first missionary
meeting had been beld in that village, one of the
speakers told the people that, if they got mission—
ary boxes, and putinto them something every
week, they might easily raisea good deal of money
without missing what they gave. He then offer-
ed a box to every person who would promise to
give five shillings in the course of the year. The
people scemed pleased withthe plan; and, when

. the meeting was over, so many came to ask for
i boxes that the minister had not enouzh for them,
“and was obliged to send up to London for more.
& Well, at the meeting where 1 was, these boxes
were brought in. Most of them were heavy
and, before the speaking began, the people would
i have their boxes opened, and the money counted,
! that every one might know how much he had
i got for the good cause. And I am sure you
would have smiled if you had been theie, and
i had seen how busy the ministers on the plat-
. form were in shaking ont the money from these
i boxes, and then counting it: you would have
1 been delighted to have secn how bright and
cheerful many a coal-digger’s dark face became
when it was announced how much money there
was in his box. It took a long tim® to do all
this work, for thereaere many boxes, and, there-
fore, the speaking did not begin until late in the
evening ; but it was one of the pleasantest parts
of the meeting, for the poor people were full of
joy when they found that they had, altogether,
collected in their boxes between eight and nine
pounds !

Bul, while I am writing about coal mines and
missionary boxes, I will tell you a little story
which wifl please you, and I hope do you good:

There was a gentleman who lived in a part
of the country where coal is dug, and one day he
! thought he should like to see a mine, and he was

lowered down into one many hundred feet deep.

When he got to the bottom, the people there looked
very dark aud dirty, and ke did not know who
they were.. - But there was one of them who
knew him.and who ran up to the place where he
was standing with great glee, and said, Oh, sir, 1
never expected to see you here ! It was one of
the boys of his class in the Sabbath school.
Having got permission to show the gentleman
over the wine, the little fellow set out and took
his teacher to every part worth seeing. But he
was so overjoyed at the job, and skipped along so
fast that now and then he left the visitor in dark.
ness till he came back to him again with 'the lit-
tle safety-lamp which washanging from his haund.
He showed the gentleman where the miners were
at work, and pointed out the thick pillars of coal
whizh were left for a time to keep the roof from
falling in. Itis very likely that he took him to
the stables where the horses were kept, and told
him how many of them there were, and how long
! they had been down in that deep, dark place,
| and how llind they had become from not having
had any use tor theireyes. Butatlast the teach-
er and his little.guide came to the bottom of the
shaft,—that is, the deep pit up and down which
the coal and the work people are drawn,—an(
the gentleman was glad evough to see the light
of day glimmering once more from the top, and
had no wish to go back again throuxh the dark
diggings which he had left. But the boy had
not yet shown everything in the mine. «“Fhere
is,” he said to his teacher, ‘““one place more that I
must show you;” but the gentleman told him he
was lired,and did not care about secing any thing
else; yet.the boy was soearnest that he consented
togo. Inashorttime he found himself in a large
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gloomy-looking cavern, where there was a sin-
gle candle burning very dimly in that dark place.

¢ Here,” said the boy, * we have our prayer-
meetings;” and then heshowed the visitor sever-
al seats cut out in the coal, upon which they
were accustomed 1o sit while the Bible was
read. Aud then, pointing to a box also cut out
of asolid block of coul, he said with evident
pleasure, ¢ Here, sir, is our wissionary box !

Now who does not think that such prayer
meelings and that wissionary box were the best
things in the coal mine; that God smiled upon
them, that he blessed those dear boys who by
these means sought to get good for themselves,
and to do good to others; and that in that deep,
dark place there was more real happiness than m
mauny of the mansions ot the rich, or the palaces
of princes t—Juvenile Missionary Hagazine.

A PILGRIM TO MECCA BROUGHT TO
CHRIST.

The followers of the fulse prophet Mahomet
deem a pilgrimage to his tomb at Mecca, in
Arabia, to be a most pious work indeed, obtain-
ing for those who perform it a large stock of
merit. Hence very many of the more zealous
among them make very long and ditlicult jour-
neys for this purpose. From India, and fiom
countries more distant still, numbers go 1o Mecca
every year, and the effect of the pilgrimage too
geuerally is, to increase their pride, and confirm
thern in their wretched delusion. It otten tends,
also, to excite a taste for roving; so that the
pilgrim cannot settle quietly at home afler the
pilgrimage is ended. 1t was thus we believe that
Mir Khan, of whose conversion we shall now
speak, was led, about three years ago, to set off,
with some companions whom he had persnaded
toaccompany him, on a second pilgrimage to Mec-
ca. His home was amongst the mountains on the
borders of Kashmir. His protession had been that
of a soldier. He had once held the rank of aser-
geant in the army of oneof the bold wild chieftains
who dwell jn those regions. Happily for him he
did not on this second occasion take the most
direct route to Mecca, but varied his road by
coming through Peshawar, a large city in the
nerth-west corner of our possessions in India.
He entered that city a haughty Mussulman, full
of sel-righteous pride; he left it a humble,
earncst, anxious Christian.

How was this change effected ? By hearing
that blessed Gospel which is “ the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth.”
That gracious God, who, by His providence,
directed his stéps to Peshawar, by His Almighty
Spirit opened his heart to attend to the words
which he heard there, Who was the preacher ¢
There were then no missionaries there. We
believe that by this time @ missionary has
arsived there; and we expect Peshawar will
prove a very interesting and important station.
The glad tidings of a full and free salvation in
Jesus Christ fust reackied the ears of Mir Khan
from the lips of an English officer, iu command
of one of the regiments at Peshawar. His cus-
lom i3 to testify of Christ to the natives in the
Bazaars, or wherever he could obtain a quiet
hearing. Oune day, when thus engaged near one
of the mosques, when those pilgrims to Mecca
were here performing their worShl}{, they drew
near to hear him. Indignant at the insult offered
to their prophet by setting forth Jesus Christ as
the ouly all-sutficient Saviour of the world, {he
Mussuiman reviled the gallant Colonel, who re-
plied with the meekness of the Christian, and in-
vited him to his quarters to discuss the respeciive
merits of the false prophet Mahiomet and of the
Divine Redeemer. For twenty days did Mir
Khan meet this officer for instrucuions of this
kind ; and it was soon apparent that he had a
better teacher, even the Spirit of Truth, enlighten~
ing his mind, and drawing his heart to Jesus. On
the twenty-first day after their first intercourse
11‘0 asked for baptism. There was no minister
there to administer the rites, and he was advised
to go to the American missionaries at Lahore for
that purpose. He did not resort thither, however,
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but made a_long and perilous journey through
Scinde to Karache at the mouth of the Indus,
where after abundant proof of the sincerity of his
conversion the Rev. A. Matchett admitted him
to the Christian Church.

The zeal which he displays for the spread of
the Gospel is most encouraging to those with
whon he is connécted. He 1mitates the course
of the good Colonel, and goes out into the Bazaars
to testity ot Christ to all classes. In this service
they say he is ¢ bold as a lioa,”” and such is his
love for the Word of God that we are told he
sometimes forgets to cook his rice for a whole
day together, so intent is he in pondering over
the Sacred Page.

Very few Mussulmans have hitherto been cou-
verted, but there scems to be a shaking of their
superstition just now. We have long been pray-
ing that the Lord would deliver them from the
delusions of the false prophet, and we trust that
these prayers will soon be answered.—Church of
England Missionary Instructor.

THE UNINTERESTING SCHOLAR.
WHo, that has had any experience in the work of
Sabbath-school teaching, has not met with such
a character?  Many teachers are in the babit of

keeping a record of the dispositions, circumstan- |
Is

ces, &ec., of the children uuder their care.
there not insuch a record many an eatry thus:

— A, 3.2 (Abilities), “ Dull or moderate,”

(Disposition.) ¢ Noth'ng very characteristic.”

The child is, in a word, *“ uninteresting.” He

does just as the others do,—goes through the

usual routine, repeats his lessons perfectly, but

gives no sigu of real interest in what is going on.

Heis uninterested, and therefore uninteresting.

Or he is even a less hopeful subject. Late and
irregular attendance ; ill-said lessons; a perfect
callousness to any outward appeal, to kindness or
severity, to public or private admonition, to en-
couragement or reproof, mark °* the uninteresting
scholar.”

Now what is to be done?. What is done in
nine cases out of ten 2 Simply nothing. The
uninteresting scholar is felt 1o be uninteresting,
and treated assuch. He is passed over and un-
cared for.

And yet this should not be. That child has an
immortal soul.  Thatsoul isin some measure com-
mitted 1o your charge. For that charge you will
havetogiveanaccount. And,if every childinyour
cluss should be saved buf this one, unless you
have done the partofa teacher to that child as
faithfully as to the most interesting of your little
band, his blood will be required at your hands.

Meanwhile it is not the fear of blood-guiltiness
which alone should actuate your conduct. To a
faithful teacher there ought to be no such thing
kuown as an “ uninteresting scholar.””  You
must dimiss him from your class as such, and re-
enter him as an “interesting scholar.” Lo his
teacher he ought to beso ; and, if you only realis-
ed his case more, he would be so to you. Go to
his home ; try togainthe confidence of his parents ;
talkover their child’s disposition with them; scek
to become better acquainted with his individual
circumstances, and the nature of his home influ-
ences. Then bear his case on your heart before
God. ‘ Pour out your heart before Him.” Tell
Him of your secret want of interest in the work
He has given you to do for this child’s soul. Ask
for a greates realization of truth,—of the value ofa
single soul,--of the ncarness of eternity --of Christ’s
willingness 10 save.  Ask for more of the Spirit of
Him whao is the lover of little children. And
then, having pmye{l, go and work for that child.
Tollow the steps of Him \vl}o goes after the lost
sheep until he find it. Faintnot, oryynu Teap
not. Pray on—work on-—hope on. You will,

you must take no slight intcrest at last in the
once uncared-for scholar.  And what if God
should be pleased to make your efforts the means
of salvation to that undying soul! Surely no
thought of Heaven’s joys can be sweeter than this
---that there you will meet that redeemed one
whom in bygone days of ignorance and unbelief,
youb:}ere wont 10 cull“ the uninberesting child "’
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Gco. Malloch, Esq., Brockville,..1855-6 ¢ 10 ©
James Burnett, Conostago,......1855 0 2 6
Robert Burnett, Woolwieh,......1855 0 2 6
Alex. Mackay, “ ve....1855 0 2 6
John Bensley, . 1855 0 2 6
Dunean McVean, St. Laurent, . 1854-5 0 5 0
Miss McNaughton, Lachine,...1854-5 0 &5 0
Dun. MeDonald, Perth,....... L1833 0 2 0
James Stuart. C e 1835 0 2 6
Rev. Johs McMurchy, Eldon,....1855 2 0 0

Mrs, Dr. Hamilton, Stromness, Scot-
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Reading Room, Peebles, Scotland, 1865

land,e oo eveennen .. ... 1835 0 2 6
Thomas Rae, Hawilton,....1853-4-3 0 7 6
Rev. Robert Burnett, Hamilton,..1835 0 5 0
Rev. John Hebden, “ ..1853 0 2 6
Dr. W, Craigie, Jof L1835 0 2 6
Jas. M. Rogerson, “ ..18355 0 2 6
John M. Bruce, s L1835 0 2 6
James Guay, “ L1855 0 2 6
William Reid, “ ..1855 0 2 6
James Pollock, ¢ L1856 0 2 6
Robt. Laurie, “ ..1855 0 2 6
Finlay Lamont, “ ..1855 0 2 6
Duncan MeDonald, «“ ..1855 0 2 @
Miss Wright, “ ..1855 0 2 6
William Allan, “ L1835 0 2 6
Mrs, Jas. Young, *oLu1865 0 2 6
Licut. Col. MeDougall, ¢ 18545 0 5 0
Avech. Thompson, Markham,.....1855 0 2 6
Arch. MeKinnon, LN 1855 0 2 6
James Daniels, Sr, « ..., 1855 0 2 @
Mrs. Milne, “ . 1855 0 2 6

0 2 6
William Murdoch, Halifax,......1855 0 2 6
Dounald Murray, i 1865 0 2 6
Hon.- A, Keith, “ 1855 0 2 6
Win. Sutherland, “ . 1855 0 2 ¢
John Watt, o 1855 0 2 6
David Allison, “o L. 1855 0 2 6
W. H. Creighton, “ 1855 0 2 6
Robert Noble, N 1855 0 2 6
Samuel Noble, “ e 1855 0 2 6
Robert G. Noble, “ o L. 1855 0 2 @
Athenacum Reading Room, Halifax,
18656 0 2 6
Philip Thompson, Halifax,...... 1853 0 2 ¢
William Scott, “o 1865 0 2 6
John Duffus, « ce... 1835 0 2 6
John Doull, ¢ ... 1855 0 2 6
John McFar]an, Kingston,.....1855-6 0 5 0
Peter MeCulloch, Hamilton,. . ... 1854 0 2 6
William Rodick, “ 0 L.....1835 0 2 6
R. R. Rae, e 18556 0 2 6
Mechnnics' Institute, « ...... 1856 0 2 6
Alex. McLean, Picton,........ ..185 0 2 6
Rev. Alex. McKay, Pictou,......1855 0 5 0
David Richavrdson, Ancaster,..1854-5 0 5 0O
Mre. And. Paul, Ramsay,..1851-2-3-4 0 10 0
William Maxwell, Montreal,.....1855 0 2 6
015 0

Rev. D. Moody, Dundee,....1852-8-4

NATIONAL LOAN FUND LIFE ASSURANCE
SOCIETY OF LONDON.

(A Savings’ Bank for the widow and the orphan,)
Capital, £500,000, sterling.
Reserved surplus or profits, £63,788 sterling.

Claims paid to the amount of £219,046 sterling,
sinee fuundation of the Society, in 1838.
Court of Directors in London.
E. S. Symes, Exq., M. D., Chairman,
A. Campbell Barclay, Esq. John Moss, Esq.
Charles Bennett, Bsq. Thomas Nicoll, I'sq.
Hugh Croft, Esq.
J. Elliotson, M.D., F.R.S. !Clement Tabor, Esq.
T. Colley Grattan, Esq.  |Joseph Thompson, %sq.
) MANAGER.
J. Leander Starr, Esq,
BANKERS.
Messrs. Glyn, Mills & Co., 56 Lombard ‘Street.

At e —————

J. Leandcr Starr, Keq, |

Boards of Directors have been established at
Montreal, St. Jobn, N, B, Halifax, N. 8., and St.
John, N. F.

Local Board for Canada.
B. Holmes, Exq., Chairman.|Rev. J. Flanagan.
A. LaRacque, Ezq. Theodore Hart, Esq.
Wm. Lunn, Esq. |Henry Judah, Exq.
James B. M. Chipman, Exq.,
General Agent for the British North American
Colories.
D. D. Mackenzie, E«q., Acrouniant and Cashier,
OFFICE, MERCHANTS' BXCHANGE.

The Agency of this Institution differs widely
from an Agency as commonly conferred by parent
In<titutions abroad. The Gencral Agent, together
with the Local Boards as above, by Power of
Attorney executed by the London Court, are fully
authorised to act on behalf of the Society ; so that
for all practical purposes this Agency is essen-
tially a Colonial Company, strengthened by =
large boua fide capital safely invested in London.

Agentg and Medieal Examiners have been ap-
pointed throughout Canada, and the other Colo-
nies; and proposals for Inswance will be trans-
mitted the General Agent, and Premiums received
by the Agents, through whom pamphlets and
blanks can ahways be obtained.

Life Assurance may be effected with the Society
in the following different methods, T

A Life Assurance may be effected by the pay-

- ment of one sum only fur Life, or by an Annual

Premium, or by halfyearly or quarterly Pre-
miums,

A Life Assurance may be effected on the life
of another person. Premiums payable at option
of assured in the above mentioned ways. .

A Life Assurance may be effected on two or
three lives joiutly in one Policy, the sum assured
being payable to the survivor.

In any of these forms parties may participate
in profits or not, at their own option. !

# A Life Assurance may be effected on the scale
called the “withdrawal,” in which the assured ma;

at any time act upon the “Loan Fund” of the
Society>to, the extent of one-half of his Aunnual
Premium as“f Cash ‘Credit withou$ security, por-
sonal liability or deposit of Policy: for example,

* & person insured in this form, prosided he pays

the full Annual Premiums for ten years may for
the next ten years keep alive his Poliey without
the payment of any Premium whatever, but he
will be require to pay the simple interest ou the
Annual Premium unpaid.

Annuities granted either immediate, deferred
or contingent. ) :

Applicants are not charged for Medical Exa-
mination.

Thirty days allowed for payment of Premium
after it falls due.
Ve
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