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THE BIBLE AND THE EEFGCRMATION.

BY AN ENGLISH MINISTER.

OnxE of the earliest uses to which the | cases small, the editions varying from
invention of printing was applied was | three to five hundred. Even then, it
the wider circalation of the word of | was difficult to dispose of the article,
God.  In fact, the Bible was the first , so limited was the demand. Printers
large volume which issued from the | seem to have thought that the best
press: it was the Vulgate Latin, and | book wonld have the best sale, and
the date usually ascribed to it is o. . speculated accordingly ; but it was a
1455. In 1471, Malermi’s Italian | measureinadvance of the age. The
version was published. A Dutch | public mind was not yet prepared for
translation appeared in 1475, and one | the word of God.
in Frenchin 1477. In the following | Nevertheless, the requisite pre-
year, a learned Spaniard, Boniface | paration was advancing with rapid
Ferrier, printed at Valenciaa version | steps. The revival of learning was
in the language of his vative country; in suceessful progress, and was des-
but it wae quickly destroyed by the | tined to accomplish a marvellous re-
Inquisition, and a complete copy does | volution in society. In the fifteenth
not now exist. An edition of the  century, knowledge began te¢ be
German Bible was put forth in 1483  sought with unparalleled eagerness
The Bohemian version was published ! by all ranks and classes; and as it
in 1488. Some of these editions,  pursued its triumphant course, it
particularly the Latin, were reprinted = threw a blaze of light on long estab-
several times before the beginning of ' lished opinions and practices, reveal-
the reformation in Gerniany. ing enormities hitherto unsuspected,
There is no reason to believe, how- . and bringing into the glare of day the
ever, that any considerable effect was "« hidden things of durkness.” Learn-
produced by the circulation of the ' ing was first the herald and harbin-
Scriptares before the time of Luther. & ger, and then the firm ally of the
The translations just mentioned were | reformation.
very imperfect: the high price of, In the year 1503, a student at the
books operated as a_prohibition on | university of Erfurth was prosecuting
the greatest part of the community; some inquiries in the public library,
and the number printed was in all ' when he casually opened a Bible.
B R
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He was twenty years of age, and
had received a liberal education ; but
as yet he bad never seen the sacred
volume. From the moment of the
discovery, that book was inexpressi-
bly dear to him. Ife read it with
wonder and delight. Charmed by
its histories, instructed by its truths,
his soul received an impression which
was never effaced, and a new direc-
tion was thenceforth given to his
thoughts and aims. That young
man was Martin Luther ; and the
circumstance which has been now re-
lated may be considered as the germ
of the reformation. T'wo years after-
wards, Luther became a monk. In
the convent of the Augustinians, he
continued to study with his character-
istic ardour, and might often be scan
in the library reading the solitary
Bible belonging to the establishment,
and which was chained to the spot to
prevent its removal. All this time
the Spirit of God was working on
his mind, and preparing him for the
great enterprise by which his life was
to be distinguished. A saying of his
in later years was strikingly illustrated
in himself: ¢ Three things make a
divine, namely, meditation, prayer,
and temptation” His mental exer-
cises were of a painful kind, though
highly salutary in the issue, and were
combined with severe bodily affliction.
In this state, he found relief only in
the word of God aud prayer. The
effect of gospel truth was peace,
quietness and assurance ; and the gift
of a copy of the Scriptures by
Staupitz, the viear-general of his
order, completed his happiness.

At the suggestion of Staupitz,
Luther was appointed one of the
professors in the newly established
university of Wittemberg. This was
in 1508, In the following year, he
tock the degree of bachelor of divini-
ty, and immediately commenced dJe-
livering lectures on theology to a
erowded and admiring audience. He

was advaunced to the doctorate in;
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1512. The oath he took on that oc-
casion, to “defend with all his might
the gospel truth,” was in his. case no
unmeaning form. It expressed the
purpose of his heart, and was most
religiously observed during the whole
course of his extraordinary and event-
ful life. ‘Turning away from the
muddy streams of scholastic theology,
he repaired to the only pure fountain,
and, having slaked his thirst there,
went forth refreshed andstrengthened
to invite his fellow-creatures to the
vraters of life.

From the opening fight with Tet-
zel to the close of his career, Luther's
motto was, “ The Bible, the Bible
only” Fathers, universities, the de-
crees of councils, and the bulls of
popes were alike rejected, if they
opposed, or seemed to oppose the
oracles of God. He would allow of
no appeal from the Bible. All doc-
trine, all discipline was to be brought
to this test, measured by this stan-
dard,and judged aceordingly. When
urged, at the celebrated diet of
Worms, to retract his opinions ; he
answered in these memorable words
“Unless I shall be convinced by
proofs from Scripture, or by evident
reason, (for I believe neither in popes
nor in councils, since they have fre-
%Jently both erred and contradicted
themselves,) I cannot choose but ad-
here to the word of God, which has
possession of my conscience ; nor can
I possibly, nor will 1 ever make any
recantation, since it is neither safe nor
honest to act contrary to conscience.
Here I take my stand ; I cannot do
otherwise : God bemyhelp! Amen.”
His sermons, lectures, correspondence
and conversation breathed the same
spirit. 'The restoration of the long
lost dominion of the Bible was the
grand object to which he had con-
secrated himself, and the histery of
Protestantism is the record of his
suceess.

Of all the efforts of this illustrious
reformer the most impertant and use-
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ful = as his translation of the Scrip-
tures. This great work was beguu
during his concealment in the castle
of Wartburg. The New Testament
was finished shortly after his return
to Wittemberg ; and, having received
the critical vevision of his friend
Melancthon, was publishedin Septem-
ber 1522, and obtained forthwith an
immense civeulation. Several other
versions had been previously printed
without exciting much attention, and
the numbers issued had been very
small. But the people of Germany
were now prepared to receive and
value the precivus gift. The contest
with Romanism had been carried on
for five years. Information had been
widely diffused, and holy zeal awaken-
ed. All Europe was in a ferment;
some wondering, some hoping, some
fearing, some striving. It seemed
like the time foretold by the Saviour,
“ Distress of nations with preplexity ;
the sea and the waves roaring, men’s
hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are
coming on the earth,” Luke xxi. 25,
26. Luther and his associates had
dealt heavy blows at Antichrist, with
weapons fetched from the armoury
of God. Now, the heavenly maga-
zine itself was opened, and the
assault became fiercer and more
effective. Nothing tended so power-
fully to establish and extend the
Reformation as the publication of the
German New Testament.
Encouraged by success, Luther
continued his labours, and amidst the
pressure of innumerable occupations
persevered in the work of translatien
till the year 1584, when the Old
Testament was finished, and the
whole Bible published. He was as-
sisted in this arduous undertaking by
Melancthon, Romeranus, Justus, Jo-
nas, Cruciger, and Aunrogallus. They
took extraordinary pains with the
translation. * Their method was to
assembie from time to time, when
each came prepared by having pre-
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viously studied the particular parts
of the Bible then under consideration.
Luther, who presided,. had always
before him the Hebrew Bible,.the
Latin Vulgate, and his own manu-
script version ; Melanctiion brought
the Greek, Cruciger the Chaldee, and
the other Professors the Rabbinical
writings, Thus they proceeded to
examine the whole, sentence by sen-
tence, till after sufficient deliberation
it wag agreed, either to confirm, alter,
correct, or improve the translation, as
occasion required: and so desirous
were they of producing a correct
translation, that they  sometimes re-
turned fourteen successive days to
the reconsideration of a single line,
or even a word” * The happy re-
sult of these labours appeared in the
admirable fidelity and correctness of
the traunslation ; and the purity of its
style rendered it a most acceptable
present to the German people, who
now saw their mother-tongue em-
ployed for the noblest purpose, and
consecrated to the service of God.
So well was it received and so ex-
tensively cireulated, that in the space.
of forty. years from the publication of
the entire volume, no fewer than
one hundred thousand copies had
issued from the press. Luther and
his friends met annually, on the re-
turn of the day on which the trans-
lation was finished, to celebrate the
event ; and “-the festival of the trans-
lation of the Scriptures® was a-sea-.
son of holy pleasure and. grateful
oy. -

! yThen principles of the reformation
were introduced into Denmark as
early as the year 1521, and wers
zeslously upheld by Christiern II,
whose measures so exasperated the:
prelates *and others who were in-
terested in the muintenance of popish
corruptions, that a rebellion broke
out, and the king was forced to leave
Denmark for a season. Duting his

of Biblical Ly

* Townley's INustrations
terature, il. 278.
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exile, he encouraged bis secretary, | of heavenly truth. The New Testa-
Hans Mikkelsen, to translate the K ment was published in the Helvetic
New Testament into Danish. It was | dialect in 1524, and the Old Testa-
published in 1524, and joyfully re- ; ment in 1525. :
ceived by those who loved the tratlh.,  The gospel triumphed gloriously
An improved version executed by ,in the Netherlands. Savage perse-
Christiern Redersen, was printed in | cution fell to the lot of the servants
1529, * of Christ ; but they meekly endured,
Sweden received the light of the , and, in very many instances, “loved
gospel about the same time as Den- | rot their lives unto the death” The
mark. The celebrated Gustavus | history of the Reformation in the
Vasa gave to evangelical truth the | Netherlands contains some of the
entire ~ weight of his influence. | brightest pages in the annals of
Rightly judging that the circulation | martyrdom. Nor can this bewonder-
of the word of God in the vernacular | ed at; for the word of the Lord, if
tongue would be the most effective | it had not outwardly “free course,”
means of advancing the cause of | being opposed at every step by the
truth, he directed the New Testa- | powers of this world, was * glorified”
ment to be translated into Swedish. | in the hearts and lives of the saints,
His command was obeyed by Lauren- | as well as in their painful sufferings.
tius Andreas, a learned priest. The | The Belgic Bible, which was printed
volume left the press in 1526. | in 1526, and often republished, was
The entire Bible was printed in | an invaluable treasure to the oppres-
Danish in 1541, and in Swedish in | sed and bleeding church of God.
1550. The early and complete| We now turnto England. Tia-
establishment of the Reformation in | dal’s translation of the New Testa-
those countries was doubtless greatly | ment was printed at Antwerp in the
owing to the blessing of God on his | year 1526. The papists fiercely
own word. By the comparison of | withstood its circulation. Tonstall,
existing errors and abuses with the | then Bishop of London, employed
“lively oracles” of Scripture, the | an agcnt to purchase as many copies
people were brought to see the tyran- | as he could procure, for the express
nical bondage which had been im- | purpose of committing them to the
posed upon them, and to use every | flames; and Sir Thomas More dis-
effort to burst their fetters. The | graced himself,first by writing against
struggle was successful.  Northern | the reformer, and then by seting on
Europe rejoiced in Christian free- | foot the persecution which ultimately
dom. consigned him to martyrdom. Tin-
Zuingle, the apostle of Switzer- | dal’s was a version of distinguished
land, discoursed on Scripture at | excellence; it formed the basis of all
Zurich with such effect, that persons | succeeding attempts, and it has been
of all ranks manifested the greatest  asserted that, * in point of perspicuity
engerness for Divine kuowledge.; and noble simplicity, propriety of
The word of God was sbundantly | idiom and purity of style, no English
diffused, with the happiest results, | version has yet surpassed it. The
and for, many years after the death | Pentatench and the Prophecy of
of Zuingle, merchants and magistrates | Jonah were also translated and pub-
might be found, accustomed to the | lished by Tindal. In 1535 the
constant use of the Hebrew and | whole Bible was printed in English,
Greek originals: so desirous were | under the care of Miles Coverdale,
they of obtaining, by all the nieans in | afterwards bishop of Exeter. Other
their power, a correct understanding ; editions followed. Betweenthe years
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1526 and 1547, the year of Henry means of distinguishing truth from
the Eightl's death, there were issued | error. :
fourteen -editions of the Bible, and | Jamesle Févre, alearned French-
eighteen of the New Testament. | man, and a professor in the university
The contradictory proceedings of the | of Paris, published an edition of the
arbitrary monarch just named are ' New Testament, in the French lan-
well known. At one time, he pro- | guage, in the year 15238, He was a
hibited and punished the perusal of member of the Romish church, and
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the Seriptures; at another, he en-
couraged the practice, and even made
provision for its observance. It is
only necessary to state in this place
that, whenever the people were al-

"and continued in that chureh till his
. death, but his opinions accorded so
.nearly with Protestantism, and he
“was accustomed to express himself
' so warmly against the gross supersti-

lowed to read the word of God, they ' tions of the papacy, that he excited
gladly availed themselves of the per- ' the enmity of the bigoted, and at one
mission, much to the annoyance of | time suffered a short exile from his
the Pcpish priesthoed, and greatly | country. His translation of the New
to the advancement of the Reforma-  Testament, together with Clement
tion. Proclamations were several | Marot’s versification of the Psalms,’
times issued, enjoining the clergy or ‘ powerfully aided the progress of
parochial authorities to place copies | evangelical principles in France.
of the Bible in the churches, for the | The first Protestant translation of
beneéfit of those who could not possess  the Bible, executed by Olivetan, was
them, and who might read them !published in 1585; other versions
there; and Strype says that “it was  were afterwards made, and great
wonderful to see with what joy the numbers of copies circulated.

book of God was received, not only When the improving effects of
among the learneder sort, and those . knowledge began to be felt, and re-
that were noted for lovers of the  vived learning shed its blessings on
reformation, but generally all Bng- ' society, the monstrous impostures
land over, among all the vulgar and | and exactions of the church of Rome,
common people, and with what greedi- | which had been quietly endured in
ness God’s word was read, and what | the times of ignorance, were seen in
resort to places where the reading of | their true colours. Disgusted with
it was” After many hard struggles, | the avarice and licentiousness of the
popery was finally suppressed in | priesthoed, and thirsting for the truth,
England as the national and dominant | men turned from the alleged abuses
faith ; and it may be safely affirmed | of the system to the system itself, and
that the spread of Protestantism in | ventured to inquire whether its
this country is to be mainly ascribed | claims possessed a Divine sanction,
to the circulation of the Scriptures,  That inquiry would have terminated
aided by the efforts of faithful | unfavorably to the interests of serip-
preachers of the gospel.  Thelabours | tural religion, bad it not been for the
of those preachers would have been | publication of the word of God,
productive of little good if they | especially in the vernacular tongues.
had not been able to confirm their | Authority would have silenced, or
doctrine by constant appeals to the | sophistry deceived the seeker after
infallible standard of truth, the pos- | truth. But when the refcrmers gave
session of which by the people |to the nations the sacred oracles in
prepared them to profit more large- | their own languages, boldly asserting
ly by the instructions they re- | the right of every man to search and
ceived, and fornished them with the ! judge for himself, and abjuring all
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human enactments, whenever oppos-
ed to the dictates of revelation, the
mind was freed from an intolerable
yake, and “brought out of darkness
into marvellous light.” As long as
they maintained the sufficieacy and
sole authority of Scripture; they were
invulnerable. Canons and decrees
availed nothing at all. Papists said,
« Hear the ehurch.” Protestants re-
plied, “Search the Scriptures.” And
men did search ; nor did they search
in vain. The discoveries they made
excited at once their astonishment
and indignation. They had asked
food of their ghostly mother, and she
had given them the biting scorpion.
The word of the living God had
“been supplanted by the traditions of
men. For truth, they had received
foolish fables and lying legends.
Pride had been flattered by the doc-
trine of merit, and vice nourished by
priestly confession. Thonsands npon
thousands had been plundered during
life, cheated in death, and ruined for
ever. Bat at Iength the light arose,
and revealed the horrible mischief.
Then those who were of the light
came forth from their obscurity.
Numbers more follewed their ex-
ample. A coutinued use of these
means disclosed greater and greater
abominations. It was not a time for
peace or compromise. When men
contrasted the “ glorious church” of
the New Testament with the corrupt
community of Rome, they saw the
fulfilment of the prophecies concern-
ing antichrist, and felt that they must
obey the voice which said, ¢ come out
of her, my people.” The reforma-
tion restored the Bible to Christen-
dom, and the Bible sustained and
established the reformation. Had it
not been for that mighty movement,
the word of Ged would have been
litle known to the people at large;
and had it not been for the free and
general use of Scripture, the efforts
of the reformers would have heen
fruitless, '

THE BIBLE AND THE REFORMATION,

Some idea may'be formed of the
force with which this spiritual engine
was brought te bear upun the ig-
norauce and superstition of the age,
from a statement of the number of
editions of the Scriptures, or parts of
them, printed during the first thirty-
six years of the sixteenth century.
They amount to no fewer than five
hundred and sixty-eight Of these,
one hundred and four were in He-
brew, or other oriental dialects, and
Greek; two hundred and seventy-
cight in Latin, then the common
language of the learned of all nations ;-
and the remaining one hundred and
eighty-six in the spoken tongues of
Europe.

The Papists were deeply conscious
of the injury sustained by their cause
through these efforts. As long as
the circulation of the Scriptures was
chiefly confined to the Vulgate Latin
editions, or to small impressions of
the vernacular versions, badly exe-
cuted, and accessible to few persons,
but little opposition was made. The
bulk of the people were still totally
ignorant of the heavenly oracles ; and
those who possessed the book, so far
from regarding it as the only rule of
faith, adn.tted the concnrrent au-
thority of tradition, and were content
to receive the interpretation of the
Divine word from the church, that is,
the priesthood, by which means the
force of the testimony was completely
neutralised, and Popery remained
safe. But when the advancement of
education mauliplied everywhere the
number of readers, and the Scriptures
as translated by the reformers were
constantly appealed to, as the only
authority in matters of religion, a
hostile policy was immediately adopt-
ed, and enforced with customary
rigour. The history of the sixteenth
centary abonnds with instances. In
1525, the university of Paris solemn-
ly censured the proposition, «that
all Christians, but especially the
clergy, ought to be persuaded to study
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the Holy Scriptures:” and in the
znme year, the French Parliament
declared it to be “neither expedient
nor useful for the Christian public,
that any translations of the Bible
should be permitted to be printed,
but that they ought rather to be sup-
pressed as injurious, considering the
times ;” and ordered all persons who
had in their possession copies of the
Old or New Testament, or any por-
tions of them, to deliver them up to
the authoritics, In the Netherlands,
the most strenuous efforts were made
to suppress the word of God. All
copies of the entire Scriptures, or
separate books, with notes or exposi-
tions of a Lutheran tendency, were
condemned to the flames; and who-
ever should be found in possession of
such books, after the issue of the pro-
clamation, forfeited life and goods.
The bishop of Geneva, in 1534, di-
rected all French or German Bibles
discovered in his territories to be
burned, on pain of excommunication
for disobedience. Euginas, who pub-
lished, in 1542, a version of the New
Testament in Spanish, was seized by
the Inquisition and cast into prison,
whence he escaped after a confinement
of fifteen months, while his book was
placed in the prohibitory Index of the
church, and all the copies that could
be laid hold of were destroyed. Ten
years before, Bruccioli had translated
the Scriptures into Italian, and boldly
defended the right of all men to read
the sacred volume in their own lan-
guages. His production met with
the same fate, and his name is to be
found at this day in the infamous
Index, among condemned authors of
the first class, none of whose works,
on any subject, are allowed to be
read, England was not behind in
this unholy warfare. The close of
the reign of HMenry the VIIL was
deeply stained with the guilt of per-
secution. In 1543, a barbarous act

was passed, by which all twomen,
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‘ except noblewomen or gentlewo-
men,” and all artificers, journeymen,
appreatices, husbandmen and la-
bourers, were forbidden to read the
Bible, « privately or openly ;” and if
they were convicted of the offence a
third time, they were to be burned.*

Nevertheless the word of God
“grew and multiplied.” The num-
ber of editions of the entire Scriptures,
or parts of them, published during the
first thirty-six years of the sixteenth
century, has been already stated to
amount to five hundred and sixty-
eight. Inthenext period of the same
length, the number was greater, hav-
ing increased to seven hundred and
thirgy-seven. Of these, one hundred
and thirty-four editions were in the
oriental tongues (prineipally Hebrew)
and Greek ; two hundred and eighty-
eight were in Latin, and three hun-
dred and fifteen in different European
languages, chiefly French and Ger-
man. The whole number of editions
issued between 1536 and 1572, was
thirteen hundred and five.

The Biblical labours of the re-
formers deserve the highest praise.
They devoted themselves unremitting-
ly to this great work. All their
efforts tended fo promote the highest
reverence for the word of God, to se-
cure a clear and full announcement of
its truths, and to provide for the
permanence of the blessing. They
taught men to houour it as the Divine
standard of doctrine, and rule of
practice. Their discourses were faith-
ful expositionsof the mind of the Spirit, :
enforced with all the carnestness of
sincere love, and expressed in the
language of natural eloquence. And
whenever they could obtain sufficient
funds, they were careful to establish

* Bishop Bonner showed his hatred of the
word of Ged by ordering the texts of Scrip-
ture which had been painted on the walls of
the churches in his diccese to be entirely
eﬁ'aczzg, ‘g0 that they might not be rend or
seen,
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achouls, that the people might not
again relapse into ignorance. The
education supplied by these institu-
tions was at once scviptural in its
principles, and liberal in its extent.
The property of deserted or suppres-
sed monasteries was very frequently
applied to this useful purpose.

Jephthah’s Vow.

Having some years since examined
the subject of Jephthal’s vow, and
arrived at the coaclusion that there is
preponderance of argument in favour
of the translation given in the Eng-
lish version; I have been induced to
re-examine the question, in conse-
quence of a very able paper inserted
in the May number, the object of
which is to show that Jephthah did
not offer his daughter as a burnt of-
fering, but devoted her to the Lord
in a state of perpetual virginity.
This fresh investigation has contirmed
my previous conclusion, and, avoiding
as much as possible a controversial
style, I would state the grounds upon
which that conclusion rests.

It is important to remark at the
outset, that the fact must be de-
termined by the language employed
in narrating it, and by the tenor of
the context, not by any feclings of
our own respecting the nature of the
deed.

The questinn is one of history, not
of morals: Jephthah is recorded to
have vowed a certain thing on cpndi-
tion of a successful issue to his un-
dertaking, and we are told that he did
s according to his vow which he had
vowed.” The point to be decided is,
what did he vow? This s plainly no
question of worality, or wisdom, but
simply one of fact, and we must not
allow feeling to interfere until the
fact has been established from the re-
cord.

I. The 81st verse of the xi. chap.
of Judges contains the clause upon

JEPHTHAN'S VOW.

"the vendering of which the whole
! question turns.  * Then it shall be,
! that whatsoever cometh forth of the
doors of my house to meet me, when
[ return in peace from the children
of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s,
and I will offer it up for a burnt of-
fering.”
i Without stopping to discuss the
! change of *“and” into “or” proposs
ced by some critics, which has been
i satisfactorily set uside, I proceed at
once to justify the translation, «I
will offer it or him wup as a burnt
offering,” in preference to the vender -
fing adopted by Drv. Randolph and
| Bishop Louth, “ I will offer to him,
1. ¢. the Lord, a burnt offering.”

In the 2 Kings, iii. 27, a passage
loceurs precisely similar to the one in
question ; the words are the same in
the Hebrew, and the construction is
identical.  The English version of
this passage is, “ Then he took his
eldest son that should have reigned
in his stead, and offered him for a
burut offering upon the wall” '

Bat there are many passages in
which“offer to him,” &c.occurs. What
is the Hebrew construction in these
cases? Invariably, as far as I can
discover, a “reposition isused. Two
instances of this constraction will
suffice : they might be muliplied ten-
fold if it were required.  Ps:lm Ixvi.
15, «I will offer unto thee burnt
sacrifices of fatlinys” And Amos
v. 22, <« Though ye offer me burant
offerings.” Verse 25 affords another
case in point, but I do not cite it,
because the verb in the Hebrew is
different.  In these examples the
preposition Y is used before the pro-
noun, which is equal to our English
preposition “to” or “unto.” o

By placing the four passakes im-
mediately under one another, even
the reader who has no knowledge of
the Hebrew language may perceive
some degree of force in the compari-
son. To one who can read the original
it will be still more convincing.
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Judges xi. 81,

o wrnbym

2 Kings iii. 27.
by Wby
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| with a noun in the direet objective, .
| and a pronoun affixed to the verb in |

the oblique oljective, answering to
the dative in Latin, or to a preposition

Psal Ixvi. 15. in English expressed or understood,
oenbyn oe mby | The passage in Job xv. 21, © The
T'o thee will T offer burnt sacrifices  destroyer shall come upon him,” fails
of fatlings, " entirely, for the pronoun is the only
Amos v. 22, ' objective ; and it may fairly be ques-
mbw o=bunon o i tioned whether it be not, in the He-
Though ye offer (unto) me burnt ' brew, a direct objective, but the pur-
: offerings. ’ ; suit of this inquiry would carry us

Here then are three undisputed i nway from the main subject.
clauses, and onc coucerning which a The other quotation from Job
question is raised. The disputed pas- | xxxi, 87— would declare unto
sage coinctdes exactly with one and | him the number of my steps,” is more
differs from the other two. Surely | to the point; but even in this case
upon every prineiple of sound eriti- | the pronoun is in the direct objective,

cism, the clause under investigation
must be traaslated like the one it
exactly resembles, and not like those
from which it differs.

There are undoubtedly examples
to be met with of the ellipsis of the
L after some verbs, but what is re-
quired is an example of such ellipsis
after the verb in question. For
instance we may say in English ¢ We
will enter thy courts,” or “we will
enter into thy courts,” but although
the cllipsis of “into” after “enter”
docs not make a perceptible difference
in the sense, yet it does not follow
that the same ellipsis would be allow-
able after other verbs. The same
may be said of the preposition «to”
after the verbs “show” or «give.”
In like manner I contend that the
use of a pronoun either with or with-
out a preposition after the verbs w2
and a1 will prove nothing in respect
to the verb nby.

This general answer to the exam-
ples adduced from Job might appear
sufficient, to set them aside, but they
admit of"a still more specific reply.

A concise statement of the condi-
tions to be fulfilled in order to render

and can be so rendered into Knglish
with the utmost rcecision, ¢. g. “ 1
would make him know the number
of my steps.”

This rendering is by no means to
be preferved to that in the authorized
version. I give it simply to show
that the sense can be expressed in
English without the aid of a preposi-
tion. As a further proof that the
objective, in this instance, is not ob-
lique but direct, I would refer to Job
xxvi. 4,— To whom hast thou
uttered words?” where the inter-
rogative “whom” has, in Hebrew,
the sign of the accusative case before
it: and Hzekiel xliii. 10,—¢ Show
the house to the house of Israel,” in
which instance both the objectives
have the sign of the accusative case
before them. Neither of these ex-
amples, therefore, fulfils the condi-
tions which would make it parallel to
the passage under investigation. On
: philological grounds, therefore, theve

|18 good reason to conclude that the

| trauslation of Jephthal’s vow, as
| contained in the English version, is
correct.

As for the omission of a particle

the instances parallel, will serve to || answering to our English ¢ for,” no
show that these citatious fail to sup- | difficulty can fairly be raised on_that
port the proposed alteration. It is|ground; the construction of ~two
required then that there be a verb nouns in opposition without any par-
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ticle is not uncommon; ¢. g. Is. liii.
10, and Micah iv.13. Butirrespec-
tive of every other consideration, the
passage in Kings has no particle be-
fore “burnt offering,” and that is
conclusive of the matter.

11. Butan interesting questionstill
remains, and that is, how has the
clause in question been translated in
the versions that have been made at
different periods, and by men of
learning in various countries? To
commence with the Septuagint Greek
version, one of singular authority in
a question of this kind, becanse the
translators certainly understood the
construction of the Hebrew language;
the following is the whole verse :-—
“Kai Zorac 6 éxmopevduevog dg &y
z'&‘s')\-gg ard tijc Bvpac vov Gikov yov
elc ouvavrnoly pov &v 7§ EmeTpépery
pe €y slpivy amd Yy “Appdy, rai
torae 79 Kuply, dvoiow airév olox-
abropa.” Let the learned reader
notice the literal form of the trans-
lation in the beginning of the verse,
and then say whether the use of two
accusatives plainly in opposition at
the close, is not strongly in favour of
the rendering in the English Bible.

The Latin Vulgate has it— Qui-
cuinque primus fuerit egressus de
foribus domus mes, mibique occur-
rerit revertenti cum pace a filiis
Anmmon, eum holocaustum offeram
Domino.”

I will offer him (2. . whoscever
first meets me) as a burnt offering to
the Lord”

Finally, Luther's translation is pre-
cisely similar to the English,—¢ Das
soll des Herrn seyn, und ich will es
zum Brandopfer geben.”

Here then are the translators of
the Greek, Latin, German and Eng-
lish versions, all concurring in one
and the same mode of rendering this
passage. This consideration must
have some degree of weight with
the candid.

The sacrifice of Jephthal’s daugh-
ter is thought by some learned men

L]
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to receive confirmation froem the tri-
dition respecting Agamemnon when
on his way to prosecute the Trojan
war.

« It is highly probable,” says Dr.
Jennings in his Jewish Antiquities,
¢ that Homer grounded his fable of
Agamemnon’s sacrificing his danghter
Iphigenia on some tradition of Jeph-
thal’s sacrifice”  Capellus was of the
same opinion as cited in Poole’s Sy-
nopsis. These two warriors, lie re-
marks, flourished about the same
time. The name Iphigenia seems to
be a corruption of Jephthigenia, the
danghter of Jephthah; each was the
only and beloved daughter of her
father and he a leader of the people;
each was a virgin and devoted to
death to secure victory in the prose-
cution of a war; the one wandered
two months upon the mountains with
her companions ; the other is fabled
to have been changed into a hind by
Diana. I give these as remarkable
coincidences which have been pointed
out by the learned, withont myself
attaching much value to them.

I1I. Is there any thing in the con-
text at variance with the conclasion
afforded by the language itself, and
the versions which have been quoted ?
Upon examination, the whole passage
wint I think appear strongly to con-
frm the view now taken. The ex-
cossive grief of the rough warrior,
which prompted him to rend his gar-
ment when he saw bis beloved child,
and exclaim, “ Alas, my daughter!
thou hast brought me very low, and
thou art one of them that trouble me :
for 1 have opened my mouth unto
the Lord, and I cannot go back,”
plainly indicates a loss more imme-
diate and terrible than the extinction
of his family in Israel, as the dire
consequence of his rash vow.

The daughter’s request that two
months might be allowed her for the
purpose of bewailing her virginity, is
intelligible upon the supposition that
the noble-minded victim was to be
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immolated at the expirvation of that | father, if thou hast opened thy mouth
term. DBut if she were devoted to | to the Lord, do to me according to
perpetual virginity, why should she | that which hath proceeded out of thy
ask for two months to bewail a loss | mouth ; forasmuch as the Lord hath
which she might have spent her whole ‘ taken vengeance for thee of thine
life in bewailing ? This heroie maiden | enemies, even of the children of
thought it no ground for lamentation | Ammon 7

that she must die in obedience to a!  Well might the daughters of Israel
vow by which signal vengeance had | go, year by year, to lament the
been taken on the enemies of her | dunghter of Jephthah for the space of
country ; butto die a virgin, to be cut | four days. 'Well might it be made a
off in youthful vigour and deprived of ! statute in Israel that the memory of
the joy of becoming a mother in Is- | this heroic action should be preserved

rael, this thought awakened the plain-
tive emotions which craved a short
period for their utterance. Then with
a magnanimity that excites our ad-
miration she returned to her father
that he might accomplish his vow ;
the bitterness of death was past, the
virgin sealed with her own blood the
bond which had been given for the
glory of her country. Do men land
the heroism of Greek and Roman
worthies, who esteemed it an honour
to die a voluntary sacrifice for the
good of their country ?  Would they
thank the cold eritics who should at-
tempt to rob them of these inspiring
examples of patriotic devotedness by
torturing the Ianguage of ancient his-
torians upon their philological rack?
Aud shall this intrepid Hebrew maid
be deprived, on light grounds, of her
Jjust meed of praiseand glory ?  Shall
the readers of the most ancientrecords
in the world be despoiled of such a
noble instance of self-st.crifice as this
narrative records? Are we not
touched with a mingled feeling of
admiratior: and pity at the story of
Alcestis-yielding her own life to save
that of her husband, or at the sad tale
of Antigoue performing the funeral
rites over the dead body of her hap-
less brother, though certain of suffer-
ing a eruel death herself as a reward
for this pions act? And shall we
not afford fullplay to the spontaneous
gush of feeling with which we greet
the maid of Israel, when with an en-

tire oblivion of self she says, « My

to animate the zeal and patriotism of
succeeding generations,

IV. It only remains to pass in re-
view the reasons urged for settiug
aside the proof now adduced, and
establishing the position that Jeph-
thal’s danghter was devoted to per-
petual virginity. Itis urged that the
daughter is not distinctly stated to
have suffered any thing except per-
petual virginity. That depends upon
the interpretation of the vow, for it is
distinctly said that her father «did
unto her according to the vow which
he had vowed” The clause “and
she knew no man,” is added not as
an explanation of the vow, but as an
additional circumstance to heighten
the interest and sympathy of the
reader.

The fact of Jephthah being a
Judge in Israel, and consequently
acquainted with the law of Moses, so
far from being a reason why he did
not sacrifice his danghter, has actually
been urged by some as a reason why
he was bound by the vow ke bad
rashly made. For in the law con-
cerning devoted things recorded in
the xxvii. chap. of Leviticus, after
permission is given to redeem certain
things which had been vowed to the
Lord, it is added in the 28th and
29th verses—¢ Notwithstanding no
devoted thing, that & man shall de-
vote unto the Lord of all that ke kath,
botk of man and beast, and of the jield
of his possccsion, shall bo sold or re-
deoemed : every devoted thing is most
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lioly unto the Lord. None devoted,
which shall be devoted of men, shall
be redeemed ;5 but suall surely be put
to death” It would take me too far
from my purpose to .attempt to vin-
dicate this law or examine the eriti-
cisms which have been offered upon
the last clause : one remark of most
extensive application must suffice.
He who gives and sustains life has
an unchallenged right to take it away
again in any manner that he may see
fit to determine. There is o fallacy
in the use of the term murder in re-
lation to this transaction. Ifit be uni-
versally true that the killing of a
human being constitutes murder, then
Abraham, when he took the knife to
slay his son in obedience to the di-
vine command, was preparing _to
commit murder! If this be not ‘so,
then neither did Jephthalh commit
murder when in obedience to the law
he exccuted the rash vow which he
had made.

The mention made of Jephthalt’s
name among the worthies who by the
power of faith “waxed valiant in
fight, and turned to flight the armies
of the aliens,” presents no difficulty,
when it is remembered that it occurs
in the same category with that of
Samson. The writers of Secripture
often commend the characteristies of
men in general, without intending to
Justify every particular action; the
case of Lot may be cited as an ex-
ample. From all that is recorded,
Jephthah would certainly appear to
have repented of his rashness as
heartily as Samson did of his folly.

But it may be objected—would
you represent the Deity as taking
delight in human sacrifices, and
granting success upon such a condi-
tion? I would desire to speak
reverently when canvassing the will
and conduet of Him whose ways are
far above out of our sight. But I
would suggest whether there is any
proof that He takes delight in a state
of celibacy forcibly imposed, or

JEPUTIAN'S Vow.

whether a state of civil and social ex-
tinction be more pleasing to Him
than one of natural death.  Again;
let it be considered on whom the ca-
lamity would have fallen most heavily
upon the supposition of a life spent
in perpetnal virginity 5 upon the in-
nocent daughter, not upon the rash
father.  For she must still have lived
in her father’s house, the temple not
having been built, and no provision
being made for the attendance of any
but the tz se of Levi about the Ta-
bernacle; and religious houses for
unmarried women being unknown at
that period, he would therefore enjoy
her company and filial attentions ;
but she . I need not, however,
follow the saddening train of thought,
so convinced am I that it is a fiction
of the imagination.

The full weight of the bitter stroke
must have fallen upon the surviving
father, if she died in the prime of
youth, and that through his rash im-
petuosity. To live and have the
light of life quenched in darkness by
his own hand, to look upon her empty
seat and reflect that his hasty words
had made it vacant, to have his re-
collection of glorious achievements
dashed by the vision of his beloved
daughter as she came forth to greet
her victorious father, to falter in the
relation of his military exploits, be-
cause the dreadful sequel would ob-
trude itself upon his mind: this
must have been to die a thousand
deaths without the glory that her one
death purchased for her.—And is not
this in perfect harmony with the usual
course of the divine procedure, in
which the guilty party though ap-
parently suffering less, in reality
endures far more than his vietim? I
bave said far Tess than might be said
on this interesting subject; and if
any one thinks that I have omitted
some points that seem to him im-
portant, let him ascribe it, not to any
want of disposition fairly to meet
every difficulty, but to an anxiety to
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study brevity, and not encroach too
wmch upon your space.

New Brunswick, June 23, 1848,

Celibacy in Xtaly,.

commonly said in Rome, that when
the Pope pretended to be at prayer

| in bis private chapel, he was used to
_go, by a private staircase, to vepese,
“after the weighty cares of state, in
fthe apartment of the favourite. It

was everywhere said, that when the

' Baroness Moroni (for the barber had

Althongh the shameful epoch of { been created bavon, chevalier, com-

the Marozias and of the Lucrezia
Borgias has passed away for ever,
and the Vatican resounds no more
with the obscene langhter and the
voluptuous songs which accompanied
the infamous datices and the vile ban-
quets in which the pretended of St.
Peter vied with the most licentious,
huving aspired to the primacy for the
sake of that corruption, the evil is not
altogether gone. Few, indeed, are
the Popes whose memory is unstained
by public opinion, as regards this pre-
tended celibacy. Amidst the wars
which agitated Italy towards the close
of the last century, and in the early
part of the present, people lost sight
of the private conduct of the Popes,
and concerned not themselves about
theiv frailties. The pontificate of
some others has passed by unnoticed
on account of its brief duration. It
shall suffice to mention the last, Pope
Gregory XV, to whom public re-
port attributed a tender affection,
something more than friendship, to-
wards lis private chamberlain, Gae-
tanino Moroni, and then, also, to his
wife and children. Every one in
Rome knows that, among these chil-
dren, he was remarkably fond of one,
to whom he had administered bap-
tism with his own haund, and named
after himself; that he used to enjoy
a game with those little ones, and
spend evenings with their mother.
When wearied with the caves of the
pontificate, he used to forget the flam-
ing words of anger launched against
the Liberals in his bulls, and, with
smiling lip, indulge in sallies of wit,
and make glad the fortunate inhabi-
tants of that Papal Eden. It was

" mendatore, no one knew for what

mysterious merits) was delivered of
little Gregory, Pope Gregory went
to visit her in her confinement, and
made her a present of plate to the
value of twelve thousand scudi. In
short, every one knows, that when
Gregory was dying the Baron, the
Baroness, and the Baroncini, set off
towards Flovence,—not to be com-
pelled to flee by public hatred,—
which was aroused on all sides against
them. The affection which induced
Gregory to place in the hauds of his
favourite, not only the interests of the
state, but the keys of St. Peter, can
only be explained on the supposition
that he was under the influence of
passion.  Be this as it may, so think
the Roman people; and, although
their judgment may be called erro-
neous, it will be always true that the
people have no faith in celibacy, not
even in the Pope. The Italians who
may read this paper, and especially
the Romans, will perfectly agree with
these observations, which will, per-
haps, appear “too strong” to those
among the English who have had
dust thrown in their eyes by the
honied words of the Jesuits, by their
organ, the Tablet, and by the Ro-
manizers of Oxford.

What shall I say of the Cardinals?
Every one of them (or, at least, the
majority) is protector of one or more
nuuneries, into which they may enter
whenever they please, to exerciso
their jurisdiction, and, when there,
may be regarded as so many pachas,
shut up from observation, in the se-
raglios. Besides this, the unlimited
power which they exercise in the

)
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state * gives them unlimited oppor-
tunity and facility for the indulgence
of their passions, and the purple al-
ways has been, and always will be,
an impenetrable cloak of guilt. Woe
to that unhappy woman who, having
attracted the admiration of a Cavdi-
nal, should endeavour to preserve her
innocence. There was, in Rome, an
edifice called St. Michael delle cattive
(this may either be trauslated, bad
women, or female prisoners), in which
women of bad character are usually
confined, but where it is believed that
very mauy respectable females are
imprisoned, for having provoked, by
their stern virtue, the anger of those
mighty dignitaries of the Church.
In one week, in the year 1831, in
the Monastery of the Trinity of the
Mountains, three children were bap-
tised in the private Oratory of the
Virgins of the Heart of Jesus (Je-
suits). The priests reported that
some Frenchmen, then lodging in the
French Academy of Mount Pincio,
had aundaciously scaled the garden
wall, and profaned the sacred place.
But the universal opinion was, that
the Cardinal Vicar had been the man
guilty of that infraction of the celi-
bate. I could relate here other such
facts, but shall only mention one,
which was afterwards reported in the
Times, of a priest, who having com-
mitted violence on a child of eleven
years of age, concealed himself from
the pursuit of justice. The people
were enraged. The Governor, Zac-
chia, censured by the Pope, who was
alarmed at the tumult, for his appa-
rent negligence in searching for the
calprit, excused himself by saying,
that so long as there were privileged
persons, whose palaces could not be
approached by the police, his search
must be in vain, but that if he were
allowed to go into the palaces of the

CELIBALY

* These words were scarcely written when
ax happy change took place. The Cardinals
will probably be excluded heuceforth from
the civil government of Rome.

IN ITALY.

Curdinals, the criminal shonld be
forthcoming within one hour. The
Pope was constrained to grant a per-
mission now no longer to be refused,
and the unworthy priest was caught
by the gendarmerie in the bed-cham-
ber of Cardinal Lambruschini, where
ke had found shelter, like an eaglet,
under the wings of the father-bird,
and was committed to prison. Isnot
the protection afforded to vice 2 con-
fession that vice is no stranger
there?

I say nothing of the Roman Pre-
lacy, a body half lay, half ecclesias-
tical, upon whom ambition imposes
an appavent celebate, and to whom
Rome principally owes the corrup-
tion of which 1t is the miserable
theatre.

As for the regular clergy, there is
not a town in Italy which has not its
scandalous chronicle of the doings of
curates, canons, aye, and bishops too,
unless broken down with decrepitude
of age. A friend of mine attended,
in ler last moments, on an old lady
of high rank, who had become de-
lirious. 'Whenever the priest came
near her to confess her, and adminis-
ter the last rites prescribed by the
Church of Rome to dying persons,
she became furious. In these parox-
ysms of madness, she poured forth
the foulest abuse and bitterest com-
plaints against the bishop of the city.
She said that she had got him the
bishopric, and that, in recompense for
her favours, v'hen she was a young
woman, she had governed the diocese,
presented benefices, chosen parish
priests and canons, but that, now she
was grown old, the scene had shifted.
She accused all the priests of the
same conduct as his Jordship, and re-
peated the vulgar saying, «Dal capo
viene la tigna” It might be thought
that, being deranged, this woman’s
accusations were of no weight; but
what gave value to her testimony
was the fact, that her words were but
the echo of public opinion, and that
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she was commonly known as the
bishop’s friend.

A horriblé fact occurred some time
ago in Tuscany, which demonstrates
how little credit should be given even
to the fairest show of morality in the
clergy. In the neighbourhood of
Figline, a girl of twelve or thirteen
years disappeared, and no one knew
what had become of her. The nar-
rowest search was made, but in vain.
One evening a thief had hidden him-
self in the confessional of the parish
church, with the intention of com-
mitting a theft. Towards midnight,
Just as he was about to step out of
his hiding-place, he saw two priests
carrying the dead body of a girl, and,
having opened a vault, (it is well
known that the dead are generally
buried in the churchesin Italy,) threw
it in, and took the utmost care to
conceal every appearance that might
discover that the vault had been
opened. This done, they went away.
The thief, seeing the whole proceed-
ing, was struck by its mystertousness,
and especially when the diseppear-
ance of the girl occurred to him. He
suspected the crime which had been
committed, and laying aside the idea
of the premeditated theft, anxiously

waited for the morning, determined |

that he would reveal the fact to the
magistrate. When morning came,
and the church-doors were opened,
he hastened to declare himself guilty
of the wicked intention to commit
sacrilege, and related the whole af-
fair. The magistrate was unwilling
to give credit to his statement when
he heard the parish priest and curate
mentioned as authors of the deed of
darkness, for they bore an excellent
character, and were almost reputed
saints. However, he went to the
church, had the vault opened, and
found the body of the girl, who was
immediately recognised as the one
who had been lost. It was then
proved that she had been assassinated
by the two seducers, that their sin
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might not be discovered, as she was
in a state of pregnancy.

The danger of being discovered
renders cases of seduction rare, both
with the secular and vegular clergy,
and is a cause of the great wretched-
ness of Italia, and of all Romish
countries, through the corruption of
nuptial fidelity. See, then, what
value should be set on appearances of
sanctity in those who are interested
so deeply in obtaining the reputation
of being saints for the very sake of
gratifying their licentious passions.

The priest Abbo, in Rome, was
regarded as a holy man, and thought
worthy of the friendship of the best
families, but he was a sack of wicked-
ness. Oh, if the whitewash which
covers those sepulchres could be
taken off, and their interior disco-
vered, they would be found full of
rottenness !

The English Roman Catholic
priests make a great show of chastity
which blinds the credulous; but it is
easy to seem chaste in England, where
railways afford such facility to going
with the money earned by masses,
and hiding their frailty amidst the
confusion of populous cities. But in
Ireland, where Popery prevails, as in
Italy, the Irish clergy, in many re-
spects, resemble the Italian. What
Irish priest has not in his house a
cousin or a niece? And who in Ire-
land knows not the common saying,
¢« Baptize the priest’s child first?”—
L'Eeo di Saxonarola.

The Two Worxst Evils.

Ttaly has two evils, either of which
would be enough to break down the
most vigorous mation-—if a vigorous
nation would not have brokewn both,
ages ago. These two arc the nobles
and the priesthood- —both ruinously
numberless, both contemptibly idle,
and both interested in resisting every
useful change, which wmight shake
; their supremacy, Every period of ita-
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lian convulsion has left a class of men
calling  themsclves nobles, and per-
petuating the sitles to their sons. The
Gothie, the Norman, the papal, the
¢« nouveaux riches,” every man who
buys an cstate—in fact, nearly cvery
man who desives a title—all swell the
lists of the nobility to an intolerable
size. Of course, a noble can never
do anything—his dignity stands in
his way. The ccclesiastics, though a
busier race, are still more exhausting.
The kingdom of Naples alone has
cighty-five prelates, with nearly one
hundred thousand prelates and per-
sons of religious orders, the monks
forming about a fourth of the whole!
In this number the priesthood of
Sicily is not included, which has to
its own share no less than three arch-
bishops and cleven bishops. Iven
the barren island of Sardinia has 117
convents! Can any rational mind
wonder at the profligacy, the idleness,
and the dependence of the Italian
Peninsula, with such examples before |
it? The Pope daily has between 2000
and 3000 monks loitering through the |
streets of Rome. Besides these, he |
has on his ecelesiastical stafl, twenty 1
cardinals, four archbishops, ninety-

cight bishops, and a clergy amounting

to nearly five per cent. of his popula-

lation. With these two mill-stones

round her neck, Italy mnust remain at |
the battom, She may be shaken and |
tossed by the political surges which |
roll above her head, but she mever
can be buoyant. She must cast both
away before she can rise. Italy
priest-ridden and noble-ridden, and
prince-ridden, must be coutent with |
her fate. Iler only chance is in the |
shocl:, which will break away her en- |
cunbranees.—Bloskwood’s Magazine.

Xdleness,
Nine-tenths of the miscries and
vices of mankood proceed from idle-
ness; with men of quick minds, to

IDLENESS,—REMARKABLE COINCIDENCES.

whom it is especially pernicious, this
habit is commonly the fruit of many
disappointinents and schemes oft bal-
fled: and men fail in their schemes,
not so much from want of strength,
as from. the ill-direction of it, The
weakest living creature, by concen-
trating his powers on a single object,
can accomplish something; the strong-
est, by dispersing his over mauy, may
fail to accomplish anything. The
drop, by continucd falling, bores its
passage through the hardest rock :
the hasty torrent rushes over it with
hidcous uproar, and leaves no trace
behind.— Thomas Carlyle.

Remarkablc Coincidences.

‘We remember to have read that
“they who watch God’s providences
shall never want a providence to
watch.” Thisis true, and we love to
believe that the same hand which
guides the individual believer in all
his ways, is condveting all the affairs
of Zion and causing all things to
work together for the glory of the
kingdom which car: never be remov-
ed. Our God knows how to make
the wrath of man to serve the church,
and is almighty to restrain the resi-
due. Gibbon who in his “ Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire,” has
left an imperishable memorial of his
enmity to the gospel, resided many
years in Switzerland, where with the
profits of his work, he purchased a
fine estate. His property has de-
scended to a gentleman who, out of
his income, expends a large sum in
the promulgation of that gospel which
Gibbon endeavoured industriously to
undermine. Voltaire boasted that,
single handed, he would overthrow
the system which it required the
hands of twelve apostles to build up.
The very priuting press which he
employed at Ferney, for publishing
his blasphemies, is used in Geneva in
printing the word of God!
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"REVIEWS.

The Missionary Enterprise : a Collection of
Discourses 0.« Christian Missions. By
American Authors. Edited by Barowx
Stow, Pastor of Baldwin Place Church,
Boston. 1846.

‘These discourses on the noblest theme
were delivered on various oceasions, and
at dates from 1823 to 1845; one, by
the late Rev. Dr. Mason, having been
preached in London in 1802. With the
exception of two, they have been all
published separately, but the idea isa
good one which has thus collected them
into a neat volume, where they are not
only preserved, but are made to produce
a combined and more powerful impres-
sion. The Christian reader cannot rise
from the perusal of such an array of
truth on this great subject, and of mo-

7 B

sources of the Adversary, and Means of
their Destruction,” have a worthy place
assigned them. We have also by the
late Dr. Griffin, ¢¢ Arguments for Mis-.
sions;”-—by Dr. Anderson, “The Theory
of Missions to the Heathen ;”—hby Mr.
Kirk, ‘‘Jesus the Great Missionary ;"
—>by Dr. Williams, ¢ Christ, a Home
Missionary ;”'~by Mr. Stow, ‘‘Efficiency
of Primitive Missions;”~—~by Dr. Miller,
“ The Earth filled with the Glory of
God ;""—by Dr. Williams, ¢ Inerease of
Faith necessary to the success of Chris-
tian Missions ;”—by Dr. Fuller, * The
Cross ;”"—by Dr. Beman, ¢¢ The Gospel
adapted to the Wants of the World;*’—
by Mr. Ide, ¢“ The Moral Elevation of
the Chureh essential to Missionary suc-
cess;”—by Dr. Stone, ¢ The Bearings

tives pressed upon him with all the force | of Modern Commerce on the progress
of sanctified genius, without a deeper | of Modern Missions;—by the late Dr.
conviction of his personal responsibility. ; Mason, ** Messiah’s Throne ;’—and by

The essential catholicity of all truly | Mr. Stow, the Editor, ¢ Missionary
Christian Missions is happily shown in , Power.” These names belong to the
such a collection as that before us. Mr. , Congregational, Baptist, Episcopalian,

Stow appropriately remarks in his brief
preface, ‘ One fact, it is confidently be-
lieved, will fix the admiration of every
candid reader; and that is, the extra-
ordinary lharmony of both spirit and
sentiment which appears throughout the
volume. Each performer executes his
own chosen part in the chorus, thus
avoiding the monotony of unison, and
yet the nicest ear will seldom detect a
discordant note.” The value of the tes-
timony afforded by this fact is increased
by the consideration, that the writers
penned their respective works without |
any reference to such harmony. Each
man uttered the truth he believed with |
all earnestness of soul, that others might |
be induced to believe and act.

The titles of the several discourses
will convey an idea of the contents of
the volume, better than any formal re-
view would present. The far-famed and
often read discourses of Wayland on
“The Moral Dignity of the Missionary
Enterprise,” and of Beecher on the ‘‘Re- l

and Presbyterian sections of the Holy
Catholic Church, while their respective
themes, being parts of one great and
glorious subject, represent the true work
of that Chureh.

Our readers will be glad of a few brief
extracts, taken almost at random from
the discourses respectively of a living
and of a deceased writer. Ilustrating
¢“The Theory of Missions to.the Hea-
then,” Dr. Anderson insists that the vo-
cation of the missionary who is sent to
the heathen, is not the same with that
of the settled pastor,-~inasmuch as he
is emphatically an itinerant evangelist ;
yet, on this very account, his object and
work are pre-eminently spiritual. His
embassy and message are as really from
the other world, as if he were an angel
from heaven.

« He preaches the cross of Christ. The
apostle Paul declares that this was his grand
theme. And it is remarkable how experi-
ence is bringing modern missionaries to the
same result. Their grand agent is oral in:

DD
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struction; their grand theme is the cross,
And now, perhaps, not less than in the days
of the aposties, the Holy Spirit appears to
restrict his converting influences among the
heathen chiefly to this species of agency,
and to this grand theme. Excepting in the
schools, the usefulness of books is chiefly
with those whose hearts have been in some
measure moved ‘and roused by the preached
word. It appears to be the will of the great
Redeemer, who came in person to bugin the
work, that his salvation shall every where
be proclaimed in person by his ambassadors,
and that his message of grace shall have all

the impressiveness -of look, and voice, and h

mantier, which they are able to give it.
After the manner of their illustrious prede-
cessor, they must teach ‘publicly, and from
house to- house, and warn every one night
and day with tears. The necessity of this,
in order to reconcile rebellioas men to God,
has not been diminished by ‘the mutiplication
of books through the press. Well-authenti-
cated cases of conversion amoug pagans, by
means of books alone,—not excepting even
the Scriptures,—are exceedingly rvare. By
the Divine appointment, there must also be
the Jiving preacher ; and his preaching must
not be ¢ with the wisdom of waords, lest the
cross of Christ should be made of none
éffect.””

‘The enterprise of Christian Missions
has one sole object, the reconciling of
rebellious men in heathen lands to God.

“ And what is true of the individual mis.
sionary, is-of course equally true of the Mis.
sionary Sdciety, which directs his labours,
and is the medium of his support. The
Saciety sends forth men to be -evangelists,

THE MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE.

for its object; having as little to do with the
relations of this life, and the things of the
world and sense, aud as few relations to the
kingdoms of this world, as is consistent with
the successful prosecution of its one graod
object—the restoring, in the immorta: soul
of man, of that blessed attraction to the
Centre of the Spiritual Universe which was
lost at the fall.”

With what burning eloguence does
the late Dr. Griffin discourse of the con-
secration of wealth to Christ in the fol-
lowing extract, the length of which will

be forz"wen —

¢ My sixth argument is, thatall the wealth
1 of the world wus given to Christ as a recom-
" pense for redeeming our souls: and shall the
] ingratitude of man withhold from him bis

hire? It will not always be thus, The
| time will come when ¢ Holiness to the Lord’
'; shall be written on all the possessions of men,
—on the very bells of the horses;” and when
‘the pots in the Lord’s house,” {thost ascd
for culinary purposes in the families of the
priests,) shall, in point of holiness, be Jike
the bowls before the altar,’ which received the
blood of the victims until it svas sprinkled ;
and when ‘every pot in Jerusalem and in
Judah shall be holiness unto the Lord of
Hosts.” The common vessels used to dress
our food, instend of being regarded as instru-
ments of luxury or display, like our Bibles
and psalm-books shall be all for God, Men
will write Holiness to the Lord on every
dollar and on every foot of ground. They
will no longer labour vo hoard but to do
good.

That will be such a generation as has not
| yet appeared. A few scattered individuals

rather than permanent pustors; and when | have approached towards this character, but
prstors are required by the progress and suc- | the mass of mankind in every age have held
ceds of the wWork, it serks them ‘among native ! their property as their own, and not as a
converts on the ground. And herein it | sacred deposit. “With multitudes the thought
differs from the appropriate usages of the | of giving to God never entered their minds.
Home Missionary Society, which, operating | Go to them for their proportion to support
on feeble churches within Christian com- | the Gospel at home, and they will turn you

munities, or in digtricts that are soon to be
covered with a Christian civilization of some
soit, sends forth its preachers, all to become
settled pastors as seon as .pbssible.

The |

away, or deal out a paltry pittance that
makes you ashamed. Go to them in behalf
of the heathen, and they have nothing to
spare. Though their poorer neigbbours are

foreign missionary work 1s, in fact, a vast | giving by haundfuls, they have nothing to

evangelisin; with ‘conghest, in order to ex-
tend the bounds df the:-Redsemer’s kingdom,

spare. 'They are gso in debt for new lauds
and tenements, that they cannot give a cont




THE MISSEIONARY ENTERPRISE.

to save n world from death. It is not more
evident that Lucifer himself has a separate
interest from Christ, than that these men
have. Wrapped up in themselves, they mean
that the universe shall take care of itself. It
is not for them to go abroad te inquire how
it fares with other nations; their business is
at home. In their own little sordid selves
they lie buried, and not a meaner ohject is
to be seen in the universe of God.

There is another class, including by far
the greater part of the better sort, who are
willing to give to Christ something like one
or two per cent, of their income, but hold the
rest with an unyielding grasp. It will be
otherwise in that coming day. I do not say
what they will give, for God has not fixed
the limit for obvious reasons. In the first
place, the wants of men in different countries
and ages call for different degrees of charity.
In the second place, had God prescribed the
exact amount, the contribution would have
been no more an index of the heart than the
payment of any ather tax. As by this part
of human conduct he specially intended to
draw forth the dispositions of men, be left
the proportion to be fixed by themselves,
after giving them some general intimations
of his will. The only intimations of the
kind were contained in the Hehrew law;
and even there he left much to the sponta-
neous wotion of the heart. Enough how-
ever was fixed to serve as a general guide to
the conscience. In the first place, they were
to devote the first fruits of their fields and of
their flocks: in the second place, they were
to give to the Levites a tenth of all the pro-
Aucts of both: in the third place, they were
to consume auother tenth in charity feasts
with the Levites and the poor: in the fourth
place, they were to offer many expensive
sacrifices, some fixed by law aud others
voluntary, These four items cannot be
reckoned at less than three tenths of their
income. In the fifth place, the meny con-
tributions demanded for the poor (some fixed
by law and others voluntary), together with
all that was vequired for hospitality, are
moderately estimated at another tenth, In-
deed under the pressure of all these laws,
a conscientious and liberal Hebrew would
hardly get through the year without parting
with one half of his income, This page God

i
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wrote and hung out of heaven and retired,
leaving men to follow their own judgment
and inclination to the end of the world, In
the day when Holiness to the Lord shalk be
written on all the possessions of men, this
page will be read and better understqod.
Then a Inw which has slept through so many

- selfish oges will be revived again, and holy
" men will feel it a privilege to give something

like four-tenths or one half of their income
to God. And then they will look back on

: the contracted ages gone by, with much the

same surprise as that with which we review
the sluve trade or the superstitions of the
tenth century.”

We conclude hy extracting the mag-
nificent peroration of Dr. Griffir’s seven
arguments :—

¢ My soul is enlarged and stands.erect as
I look down the declivity of yerrs and see
the chauges which these young Davids, un-
der God, will make in all the earth. Count-
less milliens are shortly to awake froia the
sleep and darkness of 2 hundred ages to hail
the day that will never go down, I see the
darkuess rolling upon itself and passing away
from a thousand lands. X see a cloudless
day following and laying itself over all the
earth. T see th: sations coming up from the
neighbourhood of the brutes to the dignity
of the sons of God,—from the stye in whijch
they had wallowed, to the purity of the
divine image. I see the meekness of the
Gospel assuaging their ferocious pausions,
melting down a million contending units into
one, silencing the clangor of arms, and swel-
ling into life a thousand budding charities
which had died under the long winter. I
hear the voice of their joy. Itswells from the
valleys and ccboes from the hills. X already
hear on the eastern breeze the songs of new-
born nations. I already catch from the wes-
tern gale the pralse of & thousand islands.
T ascend the Alps and see the darkness ve-
tiring from the papal world. I ascend the
Andes aud see South America and all the
islands of the Pacific one altar. I ascend
the mountains of Thibet, and hear from the
plains of China and from every jungle and .
pagoda of Hindestan the.praises of the living
God. . I see all Asla bosring before bim who
eighteen centuries ago hung.in che midst of
them on Calvary. X teavurse .ocesns snd
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hear from every floating Bethel the songs of
the redeemed.

*The dwellors in the vales and on the rocks
Shout to each other; and the mountain tops,
From distant mountains, catch the dlying joy;
Till, nation after nation taught the strain,
Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round.*
Come that blessed day. Let my eyes once

behold the sight, and then give this worthless

body to the worms.”

Classical Studies: Essays on Ancient Li-
terature and Art, with the Biography and
Correspondence of Eminent Philologists.
By Barvas Sears, President of Newton
Theological Institution ; H. B. EDWARDS,

Professor in Andover Theological Semi- |
nary; C. C. Ferron, Professor in Har- |

Boston: Gourp, Kex-
pp. 413,

Is the study of the Greek and Roman
classics a necessary part of education ?
The question has been frequently asked ;
in a few instances it has been decided in
the negative, bat it is undeniable that
by far the greater part of those who
have studied the classics (and such only
seem capable of judging) have contended
vehemently for the affirmative. It must
be confessed that it appears, at first sight,
most unreasonable to suppose, that men,
who lived and wrote 2,000 years ago,
and whose language has long ceased to

vard University.
paLy & Lixcous.

CLABSICAL BTUDIES.

The volume, which stanus at the head
of this article, advocates the study of
the ancient classics, and we predict that
it is destined to promote it to no incon-
siderable degree throughout the United
States, and, let us hope, Canada also.
It is the joint production of three learn-
ed professors. It contains an excellent
introduction, in which the question of
classical studies is ably handled. This
is folle--od by a treatise on Schools of
German Philology, in which we have
sketches of the history of the leaders of
that School, and are made acquainted
with the points in which the masters
differ from one another, which have led
to similar differences amongst their dis-
ciples. Then follows a translation of a
discourse on the study of Greek Litera-
! ture, by Tegnér ; another discourse, on

the study of Classical Antiquity, by
; Frederic Jacobs; and another, by the
‘ same author, on the Plastic Art of the
|

Greeks. Next we have long extracts
from Philological Correspondence ; then
a Review of the School of Philology in
’ Holland, in which we have again some
interesting biographical notices; the
the whole succeeded by translations of
three discourses, one by F. Jacobs on
the Greek dialects; another, by the
same author, on the moral eduecation of
the Greeks; and another by F. Hand,
on the History of the Latin Language.

be spoken, are yet to be held up as models = These picces are all excellent, especially
to us in this pineteenth century; with | those that are the original productions
whom, through the progress of Science | of the learned editors. The discourses
and Discovery, many things are as fa- | of the German professors are models of
miliar as the clothes we wear, which | classic elegance, and display such a com-
would have been set down by these ' plete knowledge of their subjects, as, per-

hoary headed sages amoungst the mira-
culous or the inéredible. Nevertheless,
it is a fact : their writings display more
of the beauties of language, and give ts
a better idea of the power which may
be wielded by language, either when
written or spoken, than any other with
which we are acqueinted, And persons
whose pursuits in life render it necessary
for them to make much use of language,
in either of these respects, will find no
studiessso well calculated to expand their
minds, to correct and refine their taste,
and give them an ability to express
themselves with elegance and precision,
as the study of those pure and chaste
models which the Greek and Roman
‘masters-have left to us.

haps, leaves them without a rival. But
theyare too indiscriminateand enthusias-
tic worshippers of whateveris Greek, and
they pass too gently over the grossness of
Greek morality, When F. Jacobs, for
example, givesanaccount of theirstatues,
and laments theiv ruthless destruction,
! why does he not tell us that these statues
stimulated the licentiousness of the peo-
I ple, and kept up the desire for effeminate
and luxurious pleasures amongst them,
till they perish2d through national cor-
ruption and imbeeility ; and when the
Romans transported these statues to the
citiesof Italy, they produced the samede-
plorable effects there ? The view which
theauthorsgiveusof the Schools of Philo-
logyin Germany and Holland isexcellent,
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(why not add the English School, of I
which the Americanis a branch?) The
biographical notices of such great men
as Heyne, Winckelmann, Wolff, Hem-
sterhuys, Ruhnken, &c., are full of in-
terest : the detail of their struggles with
almost insuperable difficulties; of their
patient, indomitable perseverance; and
their ultimate glorious triumph, is fitted
to exert a happy influence on the ardent
mind of the young student. We thank
the authors for introducing ws to those
great masters of language, and, making
us acquainted with the means by which
they rose ; and we hail their book as a
valuable contribution to Polite Litera-
ture in the New World.

The superiority of the ancient Greeks
has, within the last 50 years, been com-~
mented upon usque ad nauseam : it may
be proper to observe, therefore, that it
has its limits. 'While they are superior
to the moderns in many respects, they
are inferior in others; and_these, by,
far the most important. In poetry,
oratory, and perbaps in history; in
statuary, painting, and architecture—
in short, in all that is included in the
ideal and the beautiful, the Greeks im- ,
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against their loose morality,~—his elo-
quent orations would have possessed an
additional claim to praise. But the
virtue of the Greeks is too generally
commended, and their mythology eulo-
gised. Thus it is affirmed, page 851,
‘“The Grecian States were founded
direetly on religion and virtue.” On
the preceding page, the following
astounding affirmation is made, *‘what
the peculiarity of its faith accomplishes
for the Christian world,—I mean the
power to set the seal of merit on humble
services—was accomplished by the an-
cients by the religious idea of country.”
What would the Bible Christian, who
has been taught to look upon the nation
of Isvael as the chosen people, feel, if he
should hear a gray-headed professor af-
firming that the ‘gods chose the Greeks
from the mass of nations, to hold them
up as their s;.ecial favorites to future
ages.” We decidedly object to such
sentiments as these. If they argue a
deep acquaintance with the stores of
Greek Literature, they seem to betray
but a slight acquaintance with the
Inspired Oracles.

With this single exception we com-

measurably surpass all others; and it raend this book to students, and to those
has been considered sufficient praise for | who are responsible for the training of
the productions of genius of modern , them. It is better fitted than any other
times, that they will bear a comparison | volume we know of to beget a love for
“with corresponding produetions of Gre- | ¢lassical attainments in the minds of the
cian art: but in every other respect  youth, and stimulate them in the pursuit
they have been left far behind by their of them. Wewould recommend parents,
successors; in Teligion, morals, govern- | When sending their sons to college, to

ment, agriculture, the various branches
of the physieal sciences, their application
to the pursuits of human life, and their |
subserviency to the ease and comfort of
man, In these, and many other res-
pects, the Greeks are no longer models ;
they are children in comparison with
the men of the present day.

We confess, it would have given us
pleasure, if this had been brought for-
ward more faithfully in this volume. If
the venerable Frederic Jacobs, in those
admirable discourses on the Literature,
the Plastic Art, and the Moral Educa~
tion of the Greeks, had not forgotten to |
stigmatise their Paganism ;—if while
commending their poets and orators to
the student, and holding up their daz-
zling excellencies to his admiration, he
had also exposed the wickedness of their
mythology, and put him on his guard

put a copy of this volume into their
hands, that, by reading the history of
the great scholars of Germany, they
may be roused to a noble emulation of
them.

The Variations of Popery. By the Rev.
SaxvuenL EvGar, D.D., of Ireland: with
an Appendiz, by the Rev. J. N. M*Leop,
D.D., New York. First American Edi-
tion, revised, corrected, and enlarged by
the Author. Rev. CUHARLES SPARRY,
Editor,

The boasted unity of the Rowish
church is a mere fable. There is no
such thing. Fathers and Councils con-
tradict each other, and the decisions of
one age have been often reversed by the
next. Even in assigning the reasons
for their distinctive practices, and in de-
fending their peculiar doctrines, writers
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of acknowledged reputation and autho-
rity take very different ground, and
one man will lay great stress on an ar-
gument which another entirely repu-
diates. Then, there are the dissensions
ofthe monastic orders. The Franciseans
maintain the Immaculate Conception of
the Virgin: the Dominicans stoutly
deny it ;—the latter incline to Calvin-
istic views of doctrine; the Jesuits are
Armenians. Party is ranged against
party, and uninterested observers eannot
fail to form the conclusion that pre-emi-
nence and power are valued much more
than truth. In short, Bossuet thought
he had achieved a great victory when he
published his Histoire des Variations,
but his was a vain boast : to the ** Va-
riations of Protestantism,” we can add
the ‘¢ Variations of Popery.”

Dr. Edgar’s work has been many years
before the publie, andishighly esteemed.
It is a convincing and complete exposure
of Papal diversity. Mr. Sparry’s edi-
tion deserves umiversal patronage. It
is well exccuted, and it is to be furnished
(it is issuing in parts) at the astonish-
ingly low price of one dollar.

‘We give an extract, as & specimen of
the style and manner of the writer :—

¢ Paul's words to the Corinthiaus have
also been pressed into the service, for the
support of Purgatory. The Apostle of Tar-
sus taught the Christians of Corinth that the
professor, building ¢ wood, hay, or stubble,”
on the foundation, though his ¢ work shall
be burnt, shall be saved, yet so as by fire,)
This fire, say Bellarmin, Ward, Challenor,
the Council of Sens, the Latins in the Coun-
¢il of Florence, and many other advocates of
Romanism, awaits the perpetrator of trifling
transgressions in the middle state.

The difficulty of this passage might have
caused some hesitation in making it the basis
of any system. Its difficulty has been ac-
knowledged, in emphatic language, by Au-
gustin, Beda, Bellarmin, Alexander, and
Fstius. Bellarmin represents it as one of
the obscurest, and, at the same time, one of
the usefullest passages in all Revelation. Yts
obscurity, in Bellarmin’s opinion, contributed
to its utility, as it enabled the Jesuit, with a
little management, to explain it as he pleased.
But Alexaunder, with more sense, candour,
and honcsty, has, on sccount of its want of
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perspicuity, rejected it as a demonstration of
Purgatory.

Tts obscurity, snys Estius, has occasioned
many and various cxpositions. Bellarmin,
Alexander, and Calmet have collected a co-
pious specimen of the jarring interpretations
of Saints, Expositors, and Divines, on this
part of the Inspired Volume, and their col-
Jections afford no very flattering view of the
unity of Romanism.

The principal significations which have
been attached to the Apostelic expression,
are three. Gregory, Augustin, Bernard,
and Beda account the fire a metaphor for
tribulation, temptation, or trial in this life.
The Roman Poutiff and Saints, as well as
the English Douk, refer the expression to
the pains endured, not after, but before
death; and se exclude posthumous expiation.
Similar to this is Cajetan’s explanation, who
wmakes it signify severe judgments.

Origin, Ambrosius, Lactantius, Basil,
Jerome, and Augustin, according to Estius,
reckon the language literal, and refer it to
the general conflagration, on the day of the
last judgment; though Puargatory, at that
period, will, according to Bellarmin, be eva-

! cuated and left empty. This ancient inter-

pretation has been followed by Lombard,
Aquinas, Haino, alcuiu, and Estins, This
party make saint and sinner pass through
the fiery ordeal, which will try the work of
every one, whether he build gold or silver
on the foundation, or wood, hay, and stub-
ble. Butthe interm :diate place of purgation,
in the theology ~f omanism, contains only
the middling class, who are guilty of v al
frailty.

Chrysostom and Theodoret interpret Paul’s
diction, to signify the unquenchable fire of
hell, and these tivo Grecisn commentators
have heen followed, say Bellarmin, Calmet,
and Alexunder, by Theophylact, Sedulius,
aud Anselm. This was the opinion of the
whole Grecian communion. The Greeks,
acceordingly, in the Council of Florence, ve-
presented the fire mentioned by the Apostle,
not as Purgatorian, but eternal.  Alexander
and Erasmus also declare against the Popish
exposition of Paul’'s language; and display
the singular unanimity of Romish theolo-
gians, tators, and saints. Gregory,
Augustin, Bernard, and Beda appear, on this
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topic, against Origin, Ambrosiuy, Hilary,
Lactantius, Jerome, Lombard, Aquinas,
Haimo, Alcuin, and Estius; and all these
against Chrysostom, Theodoret, Theophylact,
Sedulius, and Aunselm, Saint cucountersf
saint, and comwmentator attacks commen- |
tator: and all these, formed in a deep
phalanx, explode from Paul's words the |
modern fabrication of Purgatory.

The searching fire, mentioned by the
Apostle, 1s nat purgatorinn, but probatory.
Tts effect is not to purify but to try. The
trial is'not of persons, but of works. The |
persons, in this ordeal, shall be saved; while |
the works, if wuod, hay, or stubble, shall be |
consumed. The Popish Purgatory, on the
contrary, is not for prabation, bat expiation,
and tries, not the action, but the agent, not i
the work, but the worker.,

The scriptural langunge, in this case, is
metaphorical. The foundation and the su-
perstructure, consisting of gold, silver, and
precious stones, or of wood, hay, and stubble,
as well as the scrutinizing flame, all these
are not literal, but figurative. The phrase, |
¢so as,’ it is plain, denotes a comparison,
The salvation, which is accomplished so as
by fire, is one which, as critics have shown
from similar language in sacred and profane
authors, is effected with difficulty. Aumos,
the Hebrew prophet, represents the Jewish
nation, who were rescued from imminent
danger, ¢ as a fire-brand, .plucked out of the
burning.” Zachariah, another Jewish seer,
in the same spirit and in simila: style, char-
acterizes a person, who was delivered from
impending destruction, as a brand, snatched
* aut of the fire.” Diction of a similar kind,
Calmet, Wetstein, and other critics have
shown, has been used by Livy, Cicero, and
Cyprian, for denoting great severity, hazard,
and difficulty. Paul, in like manner, de-
signed to tell us, that he who should blend
vain, curious, and useless speculations with
the truths of the gospel; but should rest,
nevertheless, in the main, on the ouly basis,
would, in the end, be saved: but with the
difficulty of-a person who should escape with
the possession of his life, but with the Joss of
his property, from an overwhelming confla-
gration : or, according to Estius, like the

_treated with great prudence.

merchant, who should gain the shore with
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the destruction of his gouds, but the preser-
vation of his life, from the tempest of the

.

sen.

PUBLICATIONS OF THE AMERICAN TRAGT
SOCIETY e
Raoks for the Poung. Vol. 1.

Sixteen small books bound in one
volume. Each book has a well executed
Frontispiece.  The narratives are ex-
cellently adapted to the youthful miad.

The Colporteur and Roman Catholic.
The Colporteur and Aged Man.
The Colportcur-and Fanmer.

The dialogue-form is adopted in these
publications. The Colporteur converses
with the Roman Catholic on the Bible
and Popery; with the Aged Man on
the New Birth; and with the Farmer
on Temperance :—in each case, reason-
ing and exhorting, in a truly Christian
spirit, and with much force.

North British Review, May, 1848. New
York: LeoNaRrD, ScorT & Co.
A very interesting number. It «con-

tains :—1. The French Revolution of
1848 :—evidently written by an eye-
witness. 2. Tennyson’s Poems-~The
Princess. 8. Two Summers in Norway:
—a very entertaining article. 4. Sab-
bath Obscrvance :—an earnest argu-
ment on a subject which requires to be
5. Mrs.
Scmerville’s  Physical Geography :—
an elaborate disquisition, highly interest-
ing and instructive. 6. Iorster’s Life
of Goldsmith :—rather dvy, and yet
amusing 7. Recent Irench Social
Philosophy—Organisation of Labour :—
containing valuable information respecet-
ing the Communists. 8. Life and La-
bours of Mrs. Fry. 9. The Budget of
1848—Financial Reform :—a gloomy
discussion of a subject which is just now
involved in obscurity. It is a truth-
telling article—and that makes it
glocmy. -

We have great pleasure in recom-
mending our veaders to patronise this
undertaking., The North Britisk Re-
view is conducted with great skill, and
its general religious principles can be
depended on, That is saying.much in
these days.
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Very fow works are published in London
during the summer season. This will ac-
count for the scantiness of our bibliographical
notices in the present number.

Professor H. H. Wilson, of the University
of Oxford, has just published the second

edition of his Grammar of the Saoskrit

Language.

The first volume of a new and complete
Edition of the Works of Archbishop Usher
has been vecently issued.

Dr, Sinith’s valuable Dictionary of Greek
and Roman Antiquities hasreached a second
edition.

Murray's Hand-book for Travellers in
Egypt, being a new Edition of Sir Gardier
Wilkinson's ¢ Modern Egypt and Thebes,”
coutains the fullest information respecting
that country, brought down to the present
time.

Dr., Wardlarr, of Glasgow, has published
a new work, entitled, * Congregationat In-
dependency, in contradistinction from Epis-
copacy and Presbyterianism, the Church
Polity of the New Testament.”

Life in Russin; or, the Discipline of Des-
potism. By Edward P. Thompson, Lsq.,
Author of ¢ The Note-Book of a Naturalist,”
12s.

History of the Royal Society, compiled
from Original Authentic Documents. By
C. R. Weld, Barrister-at-Law, Assistant
Secretary and Librarian to the Royal Socicty,
30s.

Among works lately published in the
United States, we notice the following :—

Festal Chimes and Sabbath Musings, or,
the Circle of the Christian year, tratslated
from the German of Tholuck, by Edward
Weyor.

The Life of Jesus Christ, in its Historical
Connection aud Historical Development, by
Augustus Neander; translated from the
fourth German Edition, by Professors
M*Chintock and Blumenthal, of Dickenson
College, Pennsylvanis,

Biographical Notices of some of the most
distinguished Jewish Rabbies, and transla-
tions of portions of their Commentaries and
other Works, by Samuel H. Turner, D.D.

The Pulpit Orators of France and Swit-
zerland, by Rev. Robert Turnbull, Author
of the ** Genius of Scotland.” This is snid

. to be ‘“ an juteresting work, furnishing va-
 luable information that will commend it to
, the attention of the general reader, as well as

to the minister and student. Tt contains
| biographical sketches of twelve eminent
" preachers and writers, with specimens of
their eloquence, selected from their works.
This bright constellation of genius comprises
Bossuet, Flechier, Bourdaloue, Tenelon,
Massilon, Saurin, Vinet, Monod, A. Grand-
pierre, Lacordaire, Merle D’Au*igue, and
Gaussen.”

Dr. Schaff, of Mercersbarg, Pennsylvania,
has commenced the publication of a monthly
theological and ecclesiastical journal, in the
German langnage. It is entitled, Der
Deutsche Kirchenfreund, und is “ ambitious
to mediate, in some degree, between the
German and English forms of thought, par-
; ticularly in the important sphere of religion.”

‘T'he price is one dollar per annum, payable
l in advance.

‘

Continental Works.

. . De Wette's Excgetical Manual, i.e. a brief

' syunoptical interpretation of the whole New
Testament, is necarly completed.

| Plato’s Parmenides, by Stallbaum, with
: Prolegomena, &c., has lately appeared, and
has received high approbation.

Becker’s Manual of Roman Antiquities
will be continued by Professor Marquardt of
Dantzig,

The second volume of the Works of Taci-
tus, under the care of L. Doderlein, contain-

| ing the History, Germania, Agricola, and the
| Dialegue De Oratoribus, has been published.

X The seventh volume of the Exegetical
, Manual to the 0ld Testament contains the
1 Proverbs of Solomon by Professor Berthean
, of Gottingen, and Ecclesiastes by Professor
. Hitzig of Zurich. The eighth volume, also
by Hitzig, contains Ezehiel.
 DMaurer's Commentary is continued by A.
; deiligstedt, a yonng Leipsic scholar, The

| first part of the fourth volume cohitaius the
. Book of Job.

Henstenberg's Coromentary on the Psalms
" is completed. Tt is extended to five volumes,
! containing 2165 pages.

Loiterings in Europe.
Corsen, MLD.  12meo.
and Brothers,

By Jobn W.
New York: Harper

i
1
i
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Srors oy THe Sux's Disg.—To those
who are in pc ion of a telescope of only
moderate power these are objects of interest.
The sun’s face is at this time covered with a
considerable number of them. They appear
to be arranged in clusters, The largest
cluster of these macul® are on his northern
limb, and form an irregular oval, the darkest
and largest spot being to the right, and the
whole being surrounded by a faintershadow,
or penumbra.  Of course the cye of the ob-
server must be protected by a darkened glass
attached to the eye-glass of his telescope.

f

IstrroveEMENTS 1N LrcurHouses.—Our
attention has been directed to & model of an
improved method for distinguishing light-
houses from each other which has been in-
vented by Mr. George Wells, a gentleman
for many years connected with the Admiralty
department of Somerset-house. The inven-
tion is one of those which, from its very
simplicity, makes us wonder how it is we
have never seen it applied to practice before ;
but, from this simplicity, it is eminently cal-
culated to fulfil the object it bas in view, that
of preventing the possibility of sailors mis-
taking one light for another—a fruitful
source of shipwreck. Mr. Wells’ invention
consists in the addition below the ordinary
Iight of a chamber, surrounded by ground
glass, on which is painted (so as to be visible
either by day or night) the first letter of the
nawe of the light house. To our mind the
great superiority of this abu ve all other dis-
tinctive marks consists in the fact, that the
initial letter appeals immediately to the
memery, while, with coloured or revolving
lights, some time must necessarily be lost in |
thinking what lighthouses certain signals are
connected with; and this delay, though per-
haps but a few seconds, may be, in too many
instances, fatal. We wish Mr. Wells every
success in his bumane endeavours, and trust
the adoption of uis invention :aay be the
means of saving many a valuable life. In
connexion with the model, sve noticed alsoa
new mode for lighting, counsisting of an imn-
proved means of ventilation, coupled with a
new reflector of very great power—this part
of the invention being by an eminent engineer
of the presentday. Themudel was exhibited
at the conversazione of the President of the
TInstitation of Civil Engineers, where it ex-
cited considerable interest.  'We understand

Mr. Wells has also exhibited it before the
Board, who, it is said, are now considering
the subject.— London Patriot,

The first volume of an important work on
Geology has been published by the French
Geological Society. It is entitled, ¢ Histoire
des Progress de la Gélogie de 1834 4 18453
pac le Vicomte d'Archiac.” There will be
three volumes more,

A new planet was discovered by Mr. Gra-
ham, at Markree, Ireland, April 25, last.
It appeared like a star of the tenth magni-
tude, and is supposed to belong to the group
between Mars and Jupiter,

GEOLOGICAT Discovery.~Not far from
the right bank of the Nicolaifskaia, in the
government of Tobolsk, in Siberia, a rich
mine of stones has been discovered in the
midst of the establishment for the washing
of auriferous sands. These stones present a
perfect resemblance to diamonds, except that
they are a trifle less heavy and less bard,
although harder than granite. Specimens
of the stones have been deposited in the
Imperial Museum of Natural History at St.
Petersburgh, and Russian mmemlogxsts pro«
pose to call them di
Messenger.

From the observations of Admiral D'Ur-
ville it would appear that the waters of the
Mediterrancan do not follow the rate of des~
cent of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. He
estimated the mean tem® rature of that sea
below 200 fathoms, at Lo degrees, anl this
from the fact of having obtained that tempe-
rature at the depth of 1,000 fathoms. If this
be so, it leads to an interesting inquiry,
whether this may not be in consequence of
the vast internal fires that are known to pre-
vail in the countries that surround it.—
Scicntific American.

About twenty little carvings in ivory,
which were discovercd Iying on some of the
bassi-relievi brought from Nineveh by Mr.
Layard, have been added to the pational
treasures in the British Museum, They are
on a swall scale—about 4 inches by 234 ; the
greater part of them rescmbling more strictly
Egyptian types than Assyrian. They are
well carved, in low reliefl

TIron Mines of great richness have been
discovered in Algeria, some of which have
been partially worked by the Romans, ~

4
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Great Britain.

The second Annual Conference of the
British Organization of the Evangelical Al-
liance, was held at Bristo), June 13, and
three following days. It was numerously
attended by brethren from various parts of
the kingdom, and of different denominations,
The following is an abstract of the account
of business transacted :—

The following resolution was adopted by
the Conference :—** Should a member cease
to hold the doctrinal basis, or to manifest the
Christian character, spirit, and deportment,
upon the profession of which he was ad-
mitted, consistency requires that he shauld
withdraw from the Organization. And,
should his want of counsistency become an
offence to other members, they should inva-
riably bear in mind the Jaw of love, and seek
a private explanation with bim.”

The report of the section on Popery being
presented, it was referred to the Committee
of the Scottish Division, to take further
measures to carry forwvard the investigation
irito that subject ; and the report of the sec-
tion on the state of religion in countries in
which the French and Italian languages are
spcken, was referred to the Council for fur-
ther consideration.

The Rev. Edward Bickersteth read an ad-
dress, which he bad prepared at the request
of the Council, to be issued from the Con-
ference to ¢ Evangelical missionaries labour-
ing both among Jews and Gentiles, expressive
of the interest felt in their great work by the
members of the Organization.”.—On Friday
morning the Rev. Thomas Stratten read an- |
other address—to ¢ Cbristians in Great Bri-
tain and Ireland, on the maintenance of
evangelical prmclp]cs, and the cultivation of
holy and brotherly affection, and a spirit of
carnest and believing prayer for the unity
and prosperity of the whole church, with
especial reference to the present circumstances
of the church and the world.”—The thanks
of the Conferénce were presented to the .
brethren by whom these papers had been '
prepared, and the addresses were referred to
the Council for publication, with any modi- .
fications which might be agreed upon.

The Council were instructed to consider
the propriety of issuing an occasional or
periodical paper, furnishing accounts of the
working of the Orgamzmon, and of thc‘
Alliauce generally. They were also in-
structed to define the privileges to which
subseribers to the funds should be eutitled, |

in regard to the publications of the Organi-
zation.

As the result of the consultations of the
section on the religious aspects of countries
in which the French and Italian languages
are spoken, the Conference resolved that
brethren resident in certain parts of the
United Kingdom should be requested to form
small committees, for the purpose of watching
the progress of events bearing on the state of
Evangelical religion in those countries, and
in Germauy and Hungary, with the view of
communicating such information to the Coun-
cil as might be published, for the purpose of
e\cltmg attention to that important suh_]ect

A resolution was adopted, expressing the
sympathy of the Conference vith all who are
suftering persecution for the cause of Christ’s
truth—assuring them of an interest in the
prayers of the brethren :—and a further re-
solution, having reference to the increasing
numbesrs in the Legislative Council of the
Canton de Vaud, by whom the cause of
Christian liberty was sustained in a recent
debate s instracting the Council to prepare
au addregs, embodying these sentiments, to
the members of the Alliance in that country.

The Conferenca recommended to all the
committees of the Organization to hold quar-
terly, or more frequent social meetings, for
fraternal intercourse and united devotion.

The month of June having been found in-
convenient for the mectings of the Confer-
ence, it was determined in futurc years to
convene them 2s nearly as possible to the st
of October, the anniversary of the first Li-
verpool Conference.

The reports of the sections on Lord’s-day
desecration, on infidelity, and on the religious
, state of foreigners vesident in the United
Kingdow, haviog been presented, it was re-
solved, ¢ That ﬂncv Le remitted to the Coun-

, ¢l with the view of bringing thuse subjects

under the consideration of the Conference in

 October.”

The public meeting held at the close of the
Conference was so thronged, that it was ne-
cessary to huld « second meeting in another
roum. Buth meetings were distinguished
by a delightful manifestation of Christian
feeling.

Ireland.
ConveRTS FROM PorEnry.—At the close

; of Jast month four persons publicly renounced

the errors of Popery in St. Thomass Church,
Dubliy, in the presence of a lurge congrega-



FRANCLE,

tlon. Onme of the converts, Mr. Francis |
Glynne, had been iniended for the Romish |
Priesthood. ]

On Suaday, 11th instant, another respect-
able individual, of unexceptionable character, ,
read his recantation, publicly, in Finner
Church, and afterwards received the Sacra- ;
ment of the Lord’s Supper. So much was
he stricken with the spiritual and devotional ,
character of our Liturgy, and the marked .
contrast between it and that of ¢ the apos-
tacy,” which he had just renounced, that he
was heard to say, as he returned from the
Lord's house, **Blessed be God that I am -
free! I would not for the wealth of a
world be again united to that soul destroy-
ing system.” This is the sixth individual
who, within a short period, has renounced
the errors of “Babylon the Great, the Mother
of ITarlots and abominations of the Eacth,”
in obedience to the Divine command, *“Come
out of her my people that ye be not partakers
of her plagues.”

On the same day the congregation of Cas-
tlewellan Church was highly geatified to see
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to diversities of epochs, circumstances, and
men.  We should never lose sight, in these
popular coinpositions, of the connexion which
exists between social life and the religious life
— betwe 1 the cause of humanity and the
cause of Giod—between natural elements and
the Diviue element. If we are reluctant to
do justice to that which is praiseworthy in
the tendencies of our age, men of the world
turn from us, and refuse to read our publi-
cations. :
The committee have endeavoured, since
the revolution of July, to realise these views
by distributing tracts such as *¢ Z%he Friend
of the People,” *“ The Working Man,” 4
Stay at the Village,” ¢ Liberty, Equality,
Fraternity,” &c. - Some of the questions
which are now agitating society have been
opened up in these productions; aund there
is reason to hepe that indifferentists, ate
tracted by the title or by the ground of the
subject, will by degrees be led to study more
seriously the doctrines of the Christian re-
ligion.” .
BvanGeELICAL SoCIETY OF FRANCE.—

a member of the Romish Church, the wife | Receipts, 191,000 francs; expenditure, 214,-
of a respectable tradesman, come forward | 000. The number of agents reduced fram
and make a public recantation of the errors | ninety-tiwo to sixty; the Normal School for
of Popery before the Rev. Arthur Thomas, { the trainiug of schoolmistresses closed ; seve-
who, on presenting her with a Bible and | ral missionary stations left to their own re-
Prayer-book, delivered a suitable address. | sources. Extensive openings for usefulness
Her infant son was received into the Church | are presented in many directions, but the
by public baptism- at the same time; - after , want of funds prevents enlarged operations.
which a very appropriate sermon was preach- | SocIeTY oF EvaNGELICAL Missions To
ed by the Rev. Mr. Themas. It must be THE HeaTmEN.—Receipts, 99,551 francs;
gratifying to all true lovers of Protestantism | expenditure, 135,340. The house devoted
to know that this is the third individual who | to the training of young men as missionaries
bas, within the lust seven or-cight mounths, ; has been closed, and several missionaries,
publicly renounced Popery in the Church of , who are ready to go to Africa, dre detained
Castlewellan.— Achill Herald, June. i at home for want-of funds to cend them out.
. | Frexcu anp Foreioy Binie Socrery.

t —Copies of the Scriptures distributed during
the last year, 23,244. Receints, 59,069
francs; expenditure, 62,699.

SOCIETY FOR TBE ENCOURAGEMENT OF
Privary INSTRUCTION I¥ - FRANCE. —
Fourteen schools opened during the year,
aud seventy-six assisted. Receipts, 56,815
francs; expenditure, 58,276, Twenty-four
pupils in the Normal Schools,

Deaconesses’ InsrizurioN.—This in-
teresting institution was founded and 1s car-
ricd on by Pastor #'ermcil: the objects which
it embraces arc various and complicated.
These is a Refuge for females of bad charac-
ter, who are desirous of changing their course

- of life; a Retenuc (retreat) for young girls
whose character is undisciplited; and who
require to be subjected to a rigid surveillaxce 5
a Disciplinaire (School of Discipline)-for
children who manifest viclous inclinations;
a Maison de Santé (Hospital) for invalids;
a.Creche (receptacie for infants) for children

Frande.
THE PARIS ANNIVERSARIES.

The political excitement of the year in-
terfered cousiderably with the attendance at i
the meelings, and the general mercantile
depression has had a very injurious effcct on
the funds of the Socictics.

Rericrous Tract Sociery.—Tracts cir-
culated, 600,000. Receipts, 28,662 franes;
expenditure, 27,247,

“ What was especially remarhable in the |
speech of the secretary, was the eaposition
of his views upon what religious tracts ought
to be. He thought that our old tracts, in
general, preach too much and speak too
little. ‘They are a sort of didactic essay, the
language of which is conventional, the style
monotonous, and which does not sufficiently
mect the wants of the present age. Tracts,
according to M. de Pressensé, ought to bo nar-
rations rather than dissertations, and adapted
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in arms ; an Ouwsdir (female workshop) for
young workwomen, &c. You sce that the
Deaconesses’ Institution contains almost all
kinds of benevolent establishments, It is
impossible to enter here into a detail of these
multifarious operations. It may suflice to
say, that Christian piety has produced guod
results here ~s elsewhere. Abandoned fe-
males have been led to display feelings of
repentance and faith ; depraved children have
been reclaimed ; young girls who had been
badly brought up, have been induced to enter
upon 2 better course; invalids have been
cured; and sonls comforted. Admirable
power of the Gospel, which has remedies for
all human infirmities, ang which effectually
relieves all our sorrows!

DL, Vermeil read the report upon the spe-
cial work of the Deaconesses. ‘These pious
women mag be called the Prolestant Sisters

of Charity ; only they make no perpewal ,

vows, and do not take the imprudent step of
engaging to live all their lives in a state of
celibacy. The Deaconesses devote them-
selves to the service of hospitals, schools, &c.
Similar institutions have been founded in
Germany, Switzerland, and even in Russia.
M. Vermeil announced that the Christians
of England were seriously contemplating the
formation of an establishment of Deacon-
esses. The annual receij; of the house at
Paris have been upwards of u0,000 francs.

ProTESTANT CENTRAL SocieTy.—This

| liberty.

SWITZERLAND.,

ficulty possible, six months ago, to obtain
lcave to open his chapel. Since the Revolu-
tion occurred, twelve individuals in that town
have publicly renounced Roman Catholicism;
and two villages in the neighkbourhood have
jnvited him to enter them, to preach the
Gospel; and he is in negotiation with several
other neighbouring towns, with every pros-
pect of forming a Circuit, and working it as
Circuits used to be worked in the former
days of our evangelization at home; and I
believe that the sphere of labour now opening
up, will present a uew aspect of our affuirs
in France, and perhaps force our Committee
to deliberations and measures of a character
they were not prepared to anticipate.”

Switzerland.

Persecution is renewed. The Rev. C.
Baup is banished to a remote village, and
other cases have occurred, The intelligence
is coutained in a letter from Mr. Baup:—

¢ EscpALLeNs, May 15, 1848.

Dear and Honoured Brethren,— That
which we anticipated has come to pass. The
Council of State of the Canton de Vaud has
determined to strike a decisive blow; for,
secing the authority which it claims by its
decree of March 28, it must bear all the re-
sponsibility of the attacks which bave been
recently made amongst us upon religious
Here are the facts. I leave them

Society employs evangelists and schoohinas- | without comment to the judgment of your
ters, and supports a Preparatory Seminary of | readers. M. Marguerat, formerly pastor at

Theology in Faris, where young men com-
mence their studies for the ministry.

Prorestant Binie Sociery.—During
the year, 2,205 Bibles, and 4,445 New Tes-
taments, have been circulated. Receipts,
33,000 francs.

The Rev. W. Arthur, Wesleyan Mission-
ary, made the following observations, at the
meeting of their Missionary Society, on the
state of France:—

“Why, the facilities given to us now,
place us altogether in a new position. Hi-
therto, Methodism in Frauce was a thing
with a mame, without a proper meauing.
‘We never could go to work. We never
could form a Circuit; and Methodism with-
out a Circuit is not apowerful agent. Now,
in France, hitherto, it wasimpossible to enter
a town unawares, or to get on until you had
paved the way, and, after long anxiety, got
an aythorigation to preach in some little
room or other; so that our acting energeti-
cally on the mass of the people was impuossi-
ble. But now, the opportunity is opening
upon us, and the sphere of usefulpess will be
immense. Inthe neighbourhood of the most
recent station which we have occupied in
France, our Missionary had the greatest dif-

Morrens, now residing at Lausanue, was eu-
gaged in quiet conversation with his family
aud two or three friends, when a police in-
spector entered, pretending that there was a
religious meeting.  In vain did M. Margue-
rat protest to the authorities that the report
was false; the Council of State ordered him
to be sent back to his parish, and though,
upon inquiry, it has been proved that the
facts aro as stated by M. Marguerat, he js
still Jeft in the place to which he was re-
moved. Summoned before a police-court for
having conducted a religious meeting upon
the frontier of Friburg (see Evan. Chris. p.
164), M. Pastor Clement has also received
orders to quit his flock, and we are informed
that he has just been sentenced to pay a five of
fifty franes. M. Pastor Monuerat, wwho had
been expelled from Payerne, in virtue of the
decree of November 24, had, as I stated
to you, returned thither, when he had reason
to believe that this decree was no longer in
force. Since the publication of the decree of
March 28, he had acted with great caution;
aund, confining himself to recciving visits
from bis parishioners at his own house,
situated a short distance from the town, he
Lad not returned thither till the 29th of
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April.

his parents, who lay sick at Avenches, he = present in their favour.
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On that day, having to visit one of | all the arguments which it was possible to

The audience were

rose early in the morning, and passed as deeply affected when Madame Vinet's coun-

quickly as possible through Payerne.
he was observed.
given to the gens d'armes to pursue him, and,
upon his apprehension, to lead him to Vevey.

Bat | sel said, that the meeting which was the sub-
Orders were immediately | ject of accusation had been dissolved in her

apartment upon the anniversary of the doy
on swhich M. Vinet, then an invalid, had

He was not allowed to return home and take | quitted it for Clarens; that she had received

leave of his wife and children ; and the same
evening he was conducted, like a vagabond,
under the escort of a gendarm, to the place of
his destination.

Moved with corpassion, a young man
offered him a seat in his vehicle, part of the
road, and thus spared him somawhat of the
fatigue of the journey; otherwisethis werthy
servant of God, who is more than fifty-feur
years of age, would have had to travel on foot
ten leagues (more than tkirty miles) that day.
M. L. Pilet, pastor at Crmont-Dessus, has
also been removed to his parish; znd they
have done my dear brother Scholl snd my-
self the honor to place us also upon tie list
of exiles, which now reckons eleven n.mes.

On Easter Surday, about thirty persons
came to join in my family worzkip, and to
partake with me cf the Lord's Supper.
Rarely have we experiunced so lively and
delightful a sease of the Lord's presence, snd
the entire service proceeded in the most per-
fect tranquillity. I had just pronounced the
benediction over this little assembly, when
the prefect of the gistrict of Vevey entered,
accompanied by the inspector of police, 2nd
ordered us to separate. There w..s no crowd
before the house; we had only remarked,
before commencing our worship, feur or five
persens who narrowly observed these who
entered. The Wednesday following, I re-
ceived notice that the Council of State had
ordered me to be removed from Vevey, and
assigned me Echallens as a place of residence.
Here, then, I am rudely toru from my family,
my peaceful engagements, and the fiock of
which I have the spiritual superintendence ;
and this without any regular legal proceed-
ings. X am banished from my native town
as a man daugerous to the public peace, with-
out the possibility of forming an idea when I
shall be able to return thither.

M. Scholl has received orders to depart
for Ressinidre, which is a mountain village;
but he bas also been compelled to appear
before the police tribunal of Lausanne, with
Madame Vinet, at whose house the meeting
complained of took place. They were sen-
tenced on the 6th inst. To the widow of
the eloquent advocate of religious liberty,
and to one of bis most intimate friends, was
to belong the honour of appearing first in
such a cause. They were assisted in their
defence by two of our best counsel. But
their presence as culprits spoke louder than

the summons to appear in court upon the
anniversary of the death of her husband;
and that the day on which the sentence was
pronounced was that of the funeral of that
distinguished man. The counsel for M.
Scholl showed that the Emperor of Russia
might justify his persecution of the Roman
Catholics of Poland, by the same arguments
as the Vaudois Council of State employs
agrinst the Free Church. He declared, that
in England not a judge would be found to
enferce such a decree, and gave the judges
to undurstand that the only hunourable
course, in a case of this kind, was for them
to. tender their resignation. Before the dis-
cussion closed, M. Scholl took an opportunity
of speaking, and all who heard bim agree in
the opinion that his speech was calm and
dignified, and that it produced a deep ira-
pression. He showed that, as a pastor of
the Free Chureh, he conld not act otherwise
thun as he bad dene; that it was not only
his right to meet his parishioners to celebrate
Divire worship according to his conscience,
but that it was his duty; that, above all
human laws, there was the supreme law of
God, to which his judges as well as himself
were under an obligation to submit. Not-
withstanding tizese serious considerations, a
legal majority of the judges sentenced
2ladame Vinet and 1. Scholl to a fine of
fifty franc: each, and to costs en solido.

A few more such trials and sentences as
these, and we may hope that the cause of
religious lé,berty will be definitively gained
among us.

Erassian Polznd.

Letter from Rev. A. Post to Rev. E.

Herschell:—
¢« Posex, June 3, 1848.

Rev. Friend and Brother in Christ,—I did
not return home till yesterday, blessed be the
Lord, in the enjoyment of goud health, where
I found your letters. You can easily imugine
my surprise and joy, deac sir, when I was
struck with the sight of a bill for £18 in
your letter. I was almost without a farthing,
and already compelled to contract some debts,
aud now I was at once removed out of all
cares and difficulties. The old proverb:
¢ When the anxiety is most pressing, then is
the Lord most near to us,” was again con-
firmed in my own experieace; and both I
and my wife, who was moved to tears, were
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drawn on our kuees to offer our thanks to
the Giver of all good gifts, evon to our Ged,
whose mighty arm we have repeatedly had
occasion to witness. * *

Tt will be a matter of more intevest to you
to know both the reason why, and the means
by which, the Poles were inflemed to such
cruclties; the whole insurvection arose by
the contrivance of the nobles and the clergy,
and that at a time when the Prussian Go-
vernment promised to the Duchy of Posen a
national re-organization. At that time Prus-
sia, and the whole of Germany, were in a
state of anarchy. Now, the insurgeats seized
this occasion te render the whele Duchy at
ane blow independent, snd to establish a free
Poland. The nobles and the clargy did all
in their power to make the poorer classes
arm. The former tried to gain them by pro-
mises of entire freedom from tribute, and by
granting them territories; but this was of
120 avail, for the most wretched and worth-
less only were gathered round their standard,
and these also in a very small number; but
the wealthy peasants withdrew from them.
Then the clergy began to interfere, and the
archbishop at their head, with all their array
of fanaticism. Ail manner of machinations
and lies were used in order to fan this fire
into a flame. They resorted to pastoral
letters, and every kind of treachercus effort
in the pulpits, in confessionals, and every-
where, they most busily sought to dissemi.
nate and imbue this feeling. Czerski and
Ronge were again made the scape-goats,
The contents of all sermons before and after
Easter were to this effect: ¢ The holy faith
is in daunger; the Gowvernment aud the
Germaus scek to make you Evangelical or
Rongish; here and there they have slain
your pastors, and violated and burned your
sanctuaries; they will teach you to pray in
German, so that God and his holy mother, and
the glorious saints, shall not understand you.
Up! protect with your wealth and blood,
the only saving faith. The holy father has
promised entire absolution for the sins of all
those who partake in this kely war, and pray
the Paternoster and the Ave-Maria, one
Credo, and three requicms for dead souls.
The most meritorious work with God is the
annihilating of all heretics and infidels from
the Polish earth; and to him whe partakes
and co-operates in this work, God shall surely
prepare a glorious, an cternal, and 2n in-
effable reward,” &c.

And these and similar sermons the Ro-
manists were not ashamed to preach even in
the streets and in the markets, of which ser-
mons there are some copics in existence.
And he who could not be moved by these
speeches to take ap arms, was at Easter de-
nied the absolution and the host (according

POLAND.

to the judicial confession of many captives).
It happened, therefore, about Easter, that the
insurgents became very numerous, as if they
were shooting forth from the carth like mush-
rooms. In most of the villages, the male
population were as if dead altvgether. There
were not more to be seen than women, (and
these also often with axes over the Germauns
or Jews), children and dogs. The pastors
were generally the leaders of this hely (1)
crowd of God’s soldiers. They wore the
rods, spurs cn their boots, a sword on their
thigh, and a cross on the breast. Even they
were the men who excited the frantic mob
on the German and Jewish population, to
exceute these cruel and inhumon deeds. Yea,
even they themselves were the men who cleft
many a head of an unhappy victim. How-
ever strange this may read, and cruel it may
seem, it is, nevertheless, a fact which has
been nuthenticated by many witnesses. The
churches were generally a store, where arms
have been consccrated and laid behind the
altars.  Many a bloody head of a poor here-
tic was carried in triumph out of churchl
In short, the whole population of Poland
were fer many wecks like madmen, in-
toxicated with the spirit of fanaticism and
brandy, wlich the noblemen gave them in
abundance.

Our commauuitics, which have been most

xpesed to danger in thess frightful scenes,
are now, afier the horrible storm is past, and
the danger removed, full of the brightest
hapes  They will be a harbour of salvation
to many souls, who, when driven by dread
and despzir, shall flee from Popery. DMore-
over, our congregations now enjoy greater
liberty than they ever enjoyed before, The
chains of tyranny, God be thanked! have’
now been abolished, and civil liberty must
of 1 ity be the antecedent of ecclesiastical
liberty. Yea, it even seems as if the latter
shall be granted here more than even in your
country, for it is expected that the connexion
of church and state will be entirely abolished.
Tam now labouring in my congregation with
rencwed strength and invigorated cheer, and
the connexion with the neighbouring congre-
gations, which has been interrupted, is now
restored.

I intend to go, in a few weeks, to my
brother Czerski, to commune with him about
church affairs. The building of our house
of worship had to be given up, it was im-
possible to proceed with it under present
circumstances; however, the service of an
Evangelical Church has been offered to us,
which we shall accept with thanks. My
letter has become longer than I intended. I
must conclude. Accept again, dear friend,
my hearty thanks for your liberal kindness,
and please to inform also Mr. M‘Leod, of
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my kind regards and gratitude, The Lord
grant you his abundant blessing for your
goodness towards me, and hercby towards
my congregation.
In Christian and brotherly love, yours,
A. POST.”

Russia.

Account of the ‘‘Molokaners, or Milk-
eaters.” Extract of a letter from the Rev.
Mr. Roth:—

The Milk-eaters separated themselves from
the Greek Communion, avowedly on nc-
count of the invocation of saints, the various
masses, the worship of pictures and relics,
the prescribed use of the sign of the cross,
and similar superstitious observances, insisted
on by the Greck Church. In short they
took conscientious exception against every
part of the public worship of that Church,
excepting the sermon, which however, (more
especially in the country parishes), is almost
always omitted assuperfluous.  After endur-
ing in their birth-place, which was situated
in the interior of Russia, unspeakable hard-
ships and oppressions, and seeing, year after
year, many of their leaders exiled to Siberia,
as abstinate heretics, it was matter of thank-
fulness to them when the Russian govern-
ment came to the determination, some eight
or nine years since, to banish the whole of
this pestilent sect to the Schamachian district
in the province of Grusia,

This punitive measure was no doubt
meant for their hurt, but God turned it to
good, and as, like Israel of old, the more
they were oppressed the more they multiplied
and grew, the Russian government may weil
have felt surprise at the amount of immigra-
tion to which this sentence of banishment
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not possess a competent knowledge of read-
ing and writing, as well as a rich store of
Scripture passages cowmitted to memory.
In respect of morals, they are so exemplary,
that few denominations of German Christiany
may bear comparison with them. When,
for example, a dispute arises between two
Molokaners (which is said to be a very rare
occurrence), they feel bound in conscience to
so literal a fulfilment of the apostolic ad-
roonition, ¢ let not the sun go down upon
your wrath,” that they make a rule of secking
out cach other and shaking hands before sun.
set. ' A liar or adrunkard is unknown among .
them; indeed, the majority of them drink
no species of fermented liquor (although the
use of sucls is not absolutely forbidden), and
hence the appellation of Milk-eaters, by
whieh they are now generally known.
Whether this rame was ac arst assumed. by
themselves, or given in derision by others,
I am unable to determine.

Indin,.

The Romanists have long had a mission
at Bangalore. The only effects of it which
came under my notice were these: one day
when entering the pettah, neav the fort, I
observed a rude erection, something like the
booths built by mountebanks in fairs, and on
asking what it meant, was told that it was
the Christians, who were getting up a play,
in connexion with some of their religious
feasts. Trom the bints I received as to the
subject, it appeared to be, the holy family, or
the Saviour's history. The Romish priests
have carried into India the profane habit ob-
taining in Popish countries, of making the
holiest themes of Scripture subjects fur the
drama, and the Hindus learn to judge of the

gave rise; for there now exists in that wild | purity and the dignity of our religion, from

region, from sixty to eighty villages contain- | barbarous theatricals.

ing many thousand families.

Oue morning in ap-

The norm of | proaching the same gate, I overtook an old

their faith is simply the Scriptures of the Old | man, and began @y conversation with him

and New Testament, their hymns are the
Psalms of David, and the Bible knowledge
possessed by both men and women among
them wmay be justly termed extraordinary.
Their public worship conmences with the
singing of a psalm; then follows an extem-
pore prayer by one of their elders, who after-
wards reads and expounds a chapter of the
Bible, much in the manner, it would seens,
of our Wirtemberg scripture readers. = *
* = * The children of both sexes are,
generally speaking, instructed by their <%.u
parents, although, where a verson fitted for
the task can be found in u \..lage, a regular
school is maintained. But, however ac-
complished, the result is a most happy one,
since not one child above twelve years of age
can be found among this people who dues

in a way which was very much my custom, by
asking, ¢ Who is your god ?* Hesaid Nanagay
Antownay dayvaru, ¢ Antownay is my god.”
I observed that, of all the gods with whose
names I was familiar, I had never heard of
that one before, and repeated my question.
He simply replicd, ¢ Antownay is my god.
Puzzled, but resolved to learn who this new
god was, I said, ¢ What caste are you of ¥’
*Y am of the Roman caste,” said the man;
and in a moment I saw that the strange name
was Anthony, that Portuguese saint being a
favourite among his fellow countcymen in
India. Still it seemed impossible that the
man could mean what he hadsaid; and Iasked,
*Do you say that he is your god?" *Yes,’
veplied this Christian, Antownay dayvary,
¢ Anthony is God." X asked, where ho was,
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what made of, and what size. Ho said he | version to Christinoity he was ignorant,) to
was in the chapel, made of clay, about as | take down the names of all those whe sere
high as his breast, and painted white, yellow, | thus, contrary to law, met together for reli-
black, and red. ¢But,’ I asked, ‘bave you | gious worship. The nephew, without making
no other god?’ *No.” ¢What no other god | any objection, went to the Christian brethren,
but Anthony ?’ His dogged reply was, *They | and tuld them the object of his visit, begging
talk about Maryama;* but Anthony is the ;| them instantly to break up and go home, lest
god.! This is o melancholy, a horrifying | his uncle should do them harm. When the
fact, and will completely remove the surprise | young inan came back, the uncle inquired,
that any may have felt that Protestant |  And where isthelist?”" ¢ There is none.”

MADAGASCAR.~—SYRIA—RECTNT' DLATIIS.

migsionaries in New-Z:aland and elsewhere
should have raised the question as to whether
they ought to re-baptize those who, having
been Romanists, seek admission to their com-
munion. Is a8 man baptized, by the water
and the words, when he does not know
whereunto he was baptized, does not so much
as knevw, ¢ whether there be any Holy GlLust?’
Is baptism, administered to & man who has
no kind of Christian faith, and ne kaow-
ledge to found that faith upon a sacrument
or a profanation ?—Arthur's Mission to the
Mysore.

— i
Madagascars

The only son of the queen, and her suc-
cessor to the throne, who nas just attained
to manhood, in defiance of the laws which
pronounce slavery and death upon the Chris-
tian, assembles with them for worship in
their places of retreat, and when their lives
and liberties are tlreatened, he empluys all
means in his power to warn them of im-
pending danger and effect their rescue.

He has been more than once reported to
the queen by her chiefofficer as a Christian;

but the love of 2 mother has prevailed over |

the spirit of the Pagan persecutor, and the
life of the princc has been spared. The
characteristic attachment of the Malagash to

their offspring and near kindred has been

strikingly overruled for the preservation of
¢his noble youth.
minister, when recently addressing the queen,
* your son is a Christian; he prays with the
Christians, and encourages them in this new
doctrine, We are lost, if your majesty does
not stop the prince in this strange way.”
¢ But ke is my son,” replied the queen, ¢ my
only—my beloved son ! Let him do what he
pleases; if he wish to become a Christian,
et bim! he is my bzloved son.”

But, in a manner still more striking, the
hear: of the very mao who was thus the ac-
cuser of the prince, was subsequently over-
<come by the power of affection. Being in-
formed of a meeting of Christians in the
«<apital, he sent his nephew, (of whose con-

® This is the very name of the heathen goddecs
of diseass.

** Madam,” said the prime

“Why have you disvbeyed my orders?
Young man, your bead must fall; for you
show that yeualsoare a Christian.” ¢ Yes,”
he replied, ¢ I am a Christian; and, if you
will, you may put me to death, for I mus!
pray.” At these words the feelings of the
severe and crues enzmy gave way to thess of
Linduess aud compassion, and he exclaimed,
“ Q, no, you shall not die!” and the affaic
dropped, and the Christians were delivered.
~—London Missconary Society’s Report.

s

Syxin.

Under date of February 6, Mr. Thomson
writes from Deirfit, that a young man of
considerable promise had been admitted to
the church the previous communion, and
that others were applying fur the same privi-
lege, some of whom ought to be received.
The Sabbath congregations arq represented
as being more encouraging than they ever
were before. A favourable change has taken
place at Hasbeiya. * Our friends there have
| an riturned,” says Mr. Thomson, ‘ and the
| Emir, after carrying matters with a high
| 'hand against them, has been obliged to send
them explicit word that they may meet to~
| zether and worship as Protestants, and had

publicly forbidden all parties to interfere
I with them. One of their number has come
over to take back his family, and seems quite
| confident that they will be able to maintain
their ground.  This is a great victory. To
the Lord be all the praise,”

—

Recent Deaths.

July 4, at Paris, C. W., Rev. Ne -tou
Bosworth, F. R. A. S., late P-stor of the
Baptist church in that place.

Rev. James Matthews, D.D., Professor of
' Theology in the Theological Seminary of
New Albany. .

Rev. Dr. Emery, President of Dickinson
College, qulislc, Penn.

Professor Caldwell, of the same College.

Rev. Dr. Payne, President of the Western
College, Exeter, England.




