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LETTER LV
' To Mifs Rivers, Clarges Street.

L4

Silleri, ]an. 16

O my dear, we went on too faft, it
feems: Sir George was fo obliging. as-

to {ettle all without waiting for Emily’s con- -

fent; not having fuppofed her refufal to be
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" in the chapter of poffibilities: after having-
" communicated their ﬁlan of operations to -

“me as an affain fettled, papa was difpatched,
"as™Sir Georgels ambaflador, to inform
Emily of his gracious intentions in her fa-

She received him Wlth proper dignity,

“and like a girl of trué {pirit told him, that

_ as the delay was originally from Sir George,
the fhould infift on obferving the conditions
very exadtly, and was determined to “wait
uill fpring, whatever might be the contents
of Mrs. Clayton’s expefted letter; referving
to herfelf alfo the privilege of refufing him

- even then, if upon mature deliberation the

fhould thlnk proper fo to do.

- She has further mﬁﬁed that Gl that

_time he fhall leave Silleri; take up his abodg

at Qlébec, unlefs, which the thinks moft

-advifeablé, he fhould return to Montreal
for the winter; and never attempt feeing

Her without witnefles, as their prefent fitua-
5 - tion
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tion is particularly delicate, and that whiltt
it continues they can have nothmg to fay
to each other” which their common friends
may not ‘with propriety hear: all the can

be prevailed on to-confent toin his favor, is .
‘ -to allow him en attendant to wﬁt here like
any other gentleman.

\I wi{h {he would fend him ‘back to Mon-

-treal, for I fee plamly he will fpoil all our
little parties.

§ Emlly is a fine girl, Lucy, and I am
friends with her again; fo, my dear, I({hall '
revive my coterie, and be happy two or
three months longer. Thave fentto afk my
wo fweet féllows at Quebec to dine here:
I really -long to fee them; I fhall let them'
- into the prefent ftate of affairs here, for.

_they both defplfe Sir George as much as I'
‘do; the creature looks amazingly foolith,
and I enjoy his humiliation not a little:
fuch an animal to fet up for being beloved
' indeed! Ot be fure!

Bz Emily
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Emlly has {ent for me tQ/her apartments -

Adleu for a momeut.

AN
\_\

Elcvcn &:Iock

She has thewrn me Mrs. Melmoth’s let-
~ter ‘oi the ﬁxbje& of concludmg the mar-

riage immediately: it is in- the true fpirit = -
of family impertinence. She writes with the
“kind difcreet infolence of a relation ; and’
_Emily\ has anfwered her with the genuine

fpirit of an independent. Englifthwoman,

who is fo happy as to be her own miftrefs,

. and who is therefore determined - to think
jfor herfelfs %

- She has refufed gemg to Montreal at all
this winter; and has “hinted, though not
nmpolltc!y, that fhe wants no guardian of
her eondu& but herfelf ; adding a compli=
ment to my ladythip’s difcretion fo very. ci-

il it s im@ﬁblc' for me to repeat it with

decencys

7' o OHeavehS!.'

e
F

'S
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(0} Heavens! your brother and E’itzgem\d k
I fly. The dear creatures! my life has been
:abfolute vegetation fince they abfeuud _,
themfelves. -

Adieu! my dear,
; Your faichful _
A. Fervor.

LETTER, LV
“To Mifs Rrvers, Clarges Street.
‘ | Siﬂéri, Jan. z.f. :
WE ha ¢ the fame parties and amufe-
ments we ufed to have, my dear,
-but there is by no means the fame fpisit in
“them; conftraint and dullnefs feem to have
" taken the place of that fweet vivacity and

«confidence wliich made our lirtle fociety fo
B3 pleafing:
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pleaf' ing: this odious man has-inf&&egxs
all; he feems rather a fpy on our,pleafures
than a partaker of them; he iS more dn

antidote, jo joy thana talr"mfaideh aunt.

.4,.;.

I mfh he would gos Ifay fpontaneouﬂy'

every time I fee him, without confidering I

~am impolite, “La! Sir George, when do

f‘v; .

“ you govto Montreal ?” He reddens, and

‘givesme a peevith anfwer; and I-then, and

net-before, recotle&t how very impertinent
fffe Quf?ibon ise

But pray, my dest, becaufc he has no-
tafte for focial companionable. i¥e, has"he
therefore a right to damp the fpirit of it in

_thofc that have? I intend to confult fome‘
‘ lcamed cafuift on this hea

| He takes amazing pains to pleafe in his

© way, is curled, powdered, perfumed, and

exhibits every day in .a new fuit of em=
Lro;ury ; but with all this, has the mortifi-
" cation




EMILY MONTAGUE.
cation to fee, your brother plcafe more-in a
, plam coat- lam lazy Adleu!

" Yours, ever and ever,

\.,A. | FERMOR.

LETTETR IVIL

- To Joun TEMPLE, 'Efq.;’Pall Mall,

-

Jan. 25,

SO you mtend my dear jack. to marry

when you are quite tired of a life of o

gallantry: the lady will be much obhgcd
to you for a.heart, the refufe of half the

- proftitutes in town; a heart, the beft feel-

ings of which will be entirely obliterated ;
- a heart hardened by a long commerce
with the moit unworthy of the fex; and

which will bring difguft, fufpicion, cold- |

nefs, and depravity of tafte, to-the bofom
of fenfibility and innocence.

~

B4 ' Fer
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For my ‘own part, ihough_'fond'of wo-

- men to the greateft degree, I have had, con-
_fidering my profeﬂion and complexion, very
. few intrigugs. 1 have always had an idea I -
 thould fomg time’or other marry, and have

been unwilling to bring to a ftate in which I

hoped for happinefs from-mutnal affettion,

a‘heart worn out by a courfe of gallanmes
toa contrary: condn&n-oﬁvmg moft of our

. .unhappy marriages; .the woman brings with
. der all her ftock of tendernefs, truth, and
affe&tion; the man’s is exhaufted before they

meet: fhe finds the generous delieste ten-
dernefs of her foul, mot only unretnined,
but usobferved ; e fancies fome other wo-
man the obje& of his affeétion, fhe is un-

; . happy, fhe pines in fecret ; he obferves her

et o i ¢

difcontent, accufes her of caprice ; and her
ortion’ is wretchednefs for life.

al

If 1did not ardently with your happmefs, .

* Tthould not thus repeatedly combata preju-

dice, whnch as you havc fenﬁbxluy, will in-
, , falhbly
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‘ falhbly make the greater part of your hfe

a {cene of ‘infipidity and regret. S

' add to the ferocxty of thel latter. e

Yott are right, Jack, as 6 the favages;—
the only way to civilize them is to feminize
their women; but the tafk .is rather diffi-

. cult: at prefent ‘their manners differ in no-

thmg from thofe of the men; they even

You deﬁre to know the ftate of my
heart: excufe me, Jack; you know nothing -

“of love and we who do, never difclofe it’s

myﬁerieé‘to the prophane: befides, I always
chufe a female for the confidante of my fen-

‘timents ; I hate evento fpeak of love to one

of myown fcx.

Adleu' Iam going a party mth half a
dozen ladies, and have not another minute

to fpare.
Yours,

Ep. Rivers.

B LE;;;
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LETTER LVIL.
To Mifs R1VERS, Clarges Stre‘et.'_

. Jan. 28.
EVERY hour, my dear, grow more in
love with French manners; there is

| fomething charmmg in bemg young and
'——‘—iﬁﬁ‘g‘h‘ﬂy all one’s life: it would appear

abfurd in England to hear, whatIhave juft
‘heard, a fat virtuous-lady-of feventy toalt
Love and Opportunity to a young fellow ;
but ’tis nothing here: they dance too to
the 'laft gafp; I have feen the daughter,
mother, and grand-daughter, in the fame
French country dance.

They are perfedly right; and Ihonor
them for their good fenfe and fpirit, in de-
termining to make life agreable as long as
they can. L

A propos to age, I am refolved to go home,
Lucy; I have found three grey hairs this
morning;
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mormng, ey tell me *tis common ; this
vile climate’is at War ‘with beauty, makes

~ one’s hair grey, and one s hands red. I'won’t
ftay, abfolutcly

Do yéu }Enow there is a very pretty fel-
low here, Lucy, Captain Howard, who has
taken z fancy to make people believe he
“andla are on good terms? He affes to fit by
me, to dance with me, to whifper nothing
to me, to bow with an air of myﬁery,
and to thew me all the little attentions 6f 2
lover in public, though he never yet faid=-
a civil thing to me when we were alone. :

I was ftanding with him this morning
near the brow of the hill, leaning againft a
tree in the funfhine, and looking down the
precipice below, when I faid fomething
of the lover’s leap, and in play, as you will
fuppofe, made a ftep forwards: we had
been talking of indifferent things, his air
was till then indolence itfelf; but on this

' B s lide
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litde motion of mine, though there was
not the leaft danger, he with the utmoft

~ feeming eagernefs catched hold of me as'if

alarmed at the very idea, and with the moft
pafionate air proteﬁed his life depended
on mine, and that he wpuld not live an
hour after me. 1 looked at him with afto-
nithment, not being able to comprehend the
meaning of this fudden flight, when tafiing
my hezad, I faw 2 gentleman and Iady elofe

behicd vs, whom he had obferved though -

I had not. They were retiring: * Pray ap-
‘ proach, my dear Madam,” faid k5 * we

¢ have no fecrets, ‘this declaration was ia-

¢ tended for you to hear ; we were talking
¢ of the weatker before you came.”

He aﬁ'c&ed to fmile, though I faw he was
mortified; but as his fmile fhewed the fineft

teeth imaginable I forgave him: he is really’

very handfome, and *is pity he has this
foolith quality of prefcmng the fhadow to
the fubRasce. .

Hhal’l, o

Fr
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1 fhall, howerver, defire him to flirtelfe-

‘Whete, -as this badinage, howevet intiocetir,
thay hutt toy tharaler, ‘and give pain to -

oy liede Fiezgerald: 1. believe I begin to

.

love this fellow, becatife L beitr to de de-

 licte on the fabjedt of flirtatiohs, and feel

ﬂry fpmt of cotltléti‘y declitic &very day

o . 29th. -
- Mrs. Clayton has wrote, ﬂrydeir; and -
has at 1aft condefcended to atlow Emily the

_ honor of being her daughter-in-law, in

confideration of her fon’s happinefs, and of
engagements entered into with her own con-
fent; though fhe very prudently obferves,
thiat what was a proper match for Captain
Clayton is by no means fo for Sir George;

and talks fomething of an offer of a citie.
zen’s daughter with fifty thoufand pounds,
and the promiife of an Irith title. She has,
lowevér, obferved that indifcreet engagc-';

ments arc better broke than kept. '

Sir -
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\\‘\\\H b
- Sir George has thewn the letter, a very
indelicate one in-my opinion, to my father

- and me; and has talked a great deal of non-

fenfe on the fubje&. He wants to thew it to

Emily, and I advife him to it, becaufe -1

U prws mn et

_know the effe& it will have. I fee plainly

he wifhes to make a great merit of keeping

_his engagement, if he does keep it: he

hinted a little fear of breaking her heart;
and I am convinced, if he thought fhe could
furvive his infidelity, all his tendernefs and

- conftancy would cede to filial duty and a co-

ronet,

Eleven o'clock.

After much aeliberatxon, Sir George has
determined to write to mely, inclofe his mo-
ther’s letter, and call in the afternoon to en-
joy the triumph of his generoﬁty in keeping .
his engagement, ‘when it is in his power to
do fo much better : ’tis a pretty plan, and1I
encourage himin it; my father, who wifhes

the

A
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the match, thrugs his thoulders, and ff;iwns
at me; but the little man is fixed as fate in
his refolve, and is writing at this . moment
_ in my father’s apartment. I long to fee his
" letter; .1 dare fay it will be a curiofity :
’tis thort, however, for he is coming out of
the room already..

Adieu! my father calls for this. letter; it
is to go in one of his to New York, and
the perfon who takes it waits for it at the
door. T |

-8

Ever yours,

A. FERMOR.

-

LET-
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'E T TE R LIX.
Tko__ Mifs. MONT:AGﬁE, at Silleri.

Dear Madam,

| I Send you the inclofed from my mother :

I thought it neceflary you thould fee it,
t‘hough not even a mother’s withes fhall ever

influence me to break thofe engagements.
which I have had the happinefs of entering -

into with the moft charming of women,
and which a man of honor ought to hold
facred. :

I do not think haptﬁncfs intirely depen»
dent on rank or fortune, and have only to

“with my mother’s fentiments on this fubje&

more agreable to my own,as there is nothing

. 1 fo much wifh as to oblige her: art all

events, however, depend on my fulfilling
thofc promifes, which ought to be the
2 _ ~ . more

PRON Pou IR =t
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more binding, asthey were made at a.time
when our ﬁmations were. more equa.l.

I am happy in-an oppertumty of con-
vincing you and the world, that intereft and
ambition have no power over my heart,

_when put in competition With what I owe to
my engagem:ﬂts, being thhthe grtafe&
-, thd,

{ S ‘
My deareft Madam,

B o S Yours, &c. - T,

'G. CLAYTON.

Yon will do #re the Horor to" naifie the
day fo mak‘c e happy

A

LET- .
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"L ETTER LX
To Sir GEoraE CLAYTON, at Quebee.

Dear Sir,

i I Have read Mrs Clayton’s letter with

attention; and am of her opinion,-that
indifcreet engagements are better broke
than kept.

I have the lefs reafon to take ill your
breaking the kind of engagement between
us at the defire of your family, as I entered
into it at firft entirely in compliange with
mine. I have ever had the fincerefjfefteem

and friendfhip for - you, but never' that

romantic love which hurries ‘us to forget
all but itfelf : I have therefore no reafon
to expet in you the imprudent difinterefted-

nefs that paffion occafions.
o }&uller
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- A fuller explanatlon is neceflary on
this fubje than it is poffible to enter into
in a letter: if you will favor us with your -
company this afternoon at Silleri, we may

* explain our fentiments more clearly toeach -

other: be affured, I never will prevent your
complying in every inftance with thé withes -
of fokind and prudent a mother. - )
1 am,, dear Sir,
Your aﬁ'eéhonate friend
and obedient fervant,
EMiLY MONTAGUE.

S

LETTER LXIL
"~ To Mifs vanks, Clifgcs Street.

have been with Emj}

fparkle in her eyes as fhe went\ on, her
Tile heart feemed to flutter with  tran- .
fport; I fee two things very clearly, one .

c ' . af
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~of which is, that'the never loved this litde
“Infipid ‘Baronet; the other I leave your
- “fagacity to find out. Al the fpirit of her
* “'¢dhntenance is retarned : fhe walks in alr

her cheeks have the ‘blath-of pleafire; 1

never faw fo aftonithing a'chaige. 1 never

. félt . mofe joy from the atqmﬁtlon of a new

lover, than flie feems to ﬁnd in the profpect

~ of lofing an old ane.

She has written to Sir’ Gcorgc, andin 2

 ftyle that I know will hurt him ; for though ~

1 belicve the withes her to give him up, yet
his vanity would defire it thould coft her -
very dear ; and appear the effort of dif- -

. interefted love, and romsdntic generofity,

not wha it really is, the eﬂ'c& of ;he moft

tranqml uhd- perfe& indiﬂ’ercnce.

B} the way, a dxﬁnrerefted miftrefs s,

: aocqrdmg to my ideas, a miftrels who fancies
.fhe loves: we may talk what we pleafe, at
- adiftance, of facm.ﬁcmg the dear man to his

mtereﬁ,




clined to change, ’tis good to make a virtue

EMILY MONTAGUE. 21

intereft, and promoting his happinefs by -
deftroying our own; but when it comes to
the point, T am rather inclined o believe all
womenareof my way of thinking ; andlet me
die if T would give up a man I loved to the
firft dutchefs in Chriftendom : *tis all mighty -

- well in theory ; but for the. pratical part, \

let who will believe it for Bell.
- Indeed when a woman fﬁnds her lover in-

of neceflity, and give the thing a fentimental

- turn,-which—gratifies his vamtv, and does
- oot wound one’s own.

' Adxeu' I fee Sir Gcorge and his fine

' carnole 5 Imuﬁ: run, and tell Emily.

Ever yours,
" A. FERMOR.

LET-
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'LETTER LXIL
To Mifs Rivers, c1'argé.s Street.
| o Jan 28
YES my Lucy, your brorher tender]y .

regrets the abfence of a fifter en-
deared to him much more by her amiable
qualities than by blood who would be the
obje& of his efteem and admiration, if fhe

~was not that of his fraternal tendernefs;

‘who has all the blooming graces, fimplicity,
and innocence of nineteen, with rhe accom-
plithments and underftanding of five and
twenty ; Who joins the ftrength of mind fo
often confined to our fex, to the foftnefs,
delicacy, and vivacity of her own; who, in -

fhort, is all that is eftimable apd lovely; - .

and who, except one, is the moft charming
of her fex: you will forgive the exception,

- Lucy; perhaps noman but a brothez would

ma.l.e it,
M Y
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" My f{weet Emily appears every day more '
amiable ; the isnow in the full tyranny of
her charms, at- the age when the mind is
improved, and the perfon in its perfection.
I every day fee in her more indifference to
her lover, a c1rcumﬂ:ance which gives me a
plcafure which perhaps itought not : there
is a {felfithnefs in it, for whlch I am afraid
T ought to blufh. ‘

You judge perfeétly well,’ 'my dear, in

checking the natural vwacxty of- your - -

temper, however pleaﬁng it is to all who .
converfe with you: coquetry is dangerpus "
- to Englith women, becaufe they have
fenﬁbxhty ; it is more fuited to the French,

~ who are’ naturally fomcthmg of the fala-
- mander kmd

1 have this ino'ment a note from Bell~
- Fermor, that fhe muﬂ: fee me this inftant.

o Ihopc '
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I hope my Emily is well: Heaven preferve -
the moft perfe& of all jts works.
Adicu! my dear girl.
Your ;iﬁ‘e_{ﬁonatc

Ep. Rivers.

" LETTE R LXIL
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Tn M:fe vaxn.s,mClugee-Sa-eet-
' Feb 1.

WE have paiIed three .or four droll
days, my dear. Ermly perfifts in
refolving -to break ‘with Sir George ; he

" thinks- it decent to combat her refolution,

left he fhouid lofe the praife.of generoﬁty ¢

" he is alfo piqued to fee her give him up

with fuch perfe& compofure, though I am
convinced 'he will not be forry upon the

"whole to be gwen wp; he has, from the
firft
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firft receipt of the letter, plainly wifhed
her to rcﬁgn him, but hoped- for a few
faintings and tears, as a facrifice to his vanity
on the occafion.

My father is fetting every engine at work
to make things up again, fuppofing Emily
to have determined from pique, not from
~ the real feelings of her heart: he is

frighted to death left I fhould counterwork -
him, and fo jealous of my advifing her to
" continue a condu& he. fomuch dlfapprovcs,
that he woa’t leave usa_ moment together ;
he even obferves carefully that each . goes.
into her refpettive apartment w hen we
retire to bed. -

-~

‘l-

This Jcmloufy lns ftarted an idea which
I think will amufe. us, and which I fhall
take the firft opportunity of communicating
to Emily ; *iis te write each other at night
our fentiments on whatever pafles in the

day ; if the approves the qlan, I will fend
Vor. I, ' Cc . Jou



26 THE HISTORY OF

N
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you the letters, which will fave me a great
deal of trouble in telling you all our
petites hiftoires. .

. .‘:___-

Hi

tage ; we fhall be a thoufand times more
fincere and open to each other by letter
than face to face; I have long feen by her

‘to fay to me, but has not cox 3 now

" letters yo »my dear, - '

_% Excufe the blufh, and pour out all
¢ the heart.” ~

it will be fo romantic and pretty s

almoft as agreable as a love affair: .1 long

to begin the correfpondence.
Adien !

- . . Yours,

A. FErMOR.

N [
T TR TR R T

This fcheme will havcﬂ énother .advan- -

eyes that the little fool has tweaty thmgs :

LET

J
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LETTER LIV
To Mifs Rrvgﬁs, Clarges Street.
~ Quebec, Feb. g.

Have but a2 moment, my Lucy, to tell

you, my divine Emily has broke with .
her lover, who this morning took an eternal
leave of her, and fet out for Montreal in -
his way to New York, whence he propofes
to embark for Fngland.

My fenfations on, this occéﬁoq are not to
be defcribed : T admire that amiable deli-

_cacy which has, influenced her to give up -

every advantage of rank and fortune which

~ could tempt the "heart of woman, rqther
- than unite therfelf toa man for whom the
_ felt the leaft degree of indiffercuce ; and

this, without regarding the cenfures of her
Cz2 . . family
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family, or of meworld bywhom, whatthcy -
will call her imprudence, will never-be.
forgwen a woman who is capable of a&ing
fo nobly, is worthy of being beloved, of -
~ being adored, by every man who has a foul |
S drf’ungmﬁx her perfe&ions.

CBf-Iwas a vain man, I mxght perhaps
fanoy her regard for me had fome fhare in
determining her conduét, but I am convinced
of the contrary ; ’tis the native delicacy of -
‘her foul alone, incapable of forming an
unioninwhich the heart hasno thare, which,
independent of any other confideration, has

been the caufe of a refolution fo worthy of
herfe't.

That fhe Kas-the tendereft affe@ion for
me, I cannot doubt one moment; her atten-
tion fs too flattering to be unobferved ; but -
’tis that kind of affeCtion in which the mind :
alone is concerned. I never gave her the ——

2 ! , moft - :
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_moft diftant hint that I loved her: in her
fitvation; it would have been even in
outrage to have done fo. She knows the
narrownefs of my ;}'q‘cum{lancés, and how
near impoffible it is for me to'marry ; the

- therefore could not have an idea—no, my
dcar..—éirl, tis not to-1dve, but'to true dcki-

atmbition ; and the is a- thoufand times the
more eftimable from this circumnitance. .

- T am ioterrupted. You fhall Lear from
meina few days.  ©

Adieu!
- Your affetionate

-Ep. Rivers.

cacy, that fhe has Tacrificéd avarice and
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‘To Mifs Rivers, Clarges Street.
_ Silleri, Feb. 10.

I Have mentioned my plan to Emily, who
is charmed with it ; ’tis a pretty evening
amufement for. two folitary girls in the
country. ' ,
Behold the ﬁrﬂ: fruxts of our corre-
fpondence :

“ To Mifs FERMOR.

* Ir-is not to you, my dear girl, I need"
* vindicate my c¢ondu& in regard to Sir
« George; you have from the firflt approved
¢ it; you haVe even advifed it. If I have
“ been to blame, tis in havidg too lon<r de-
Lo e la} ed
1 o
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J

““ Jayed an explanation on a point of fuch
“ importance to us both. Ihave been long
'“ on the borders of a precipice, without
“ courage to retire from fo dangerous a
¢ fituation: overborn by my family, I have
“ been near marrying a man for whom I
¢ havenot the leaft tendernefs, and whofe
“ converfation is even now tedious to me.

- ¢ My dear friend, we were not formed
¢ for each otlier : our minds have not the
¢ Jeait refemblance. Imve)ou not obferved
¢ that, ‘when I have timidly hazarded my

¢ ideas on the dehcacy n»ccﬁ'ary to keep
« Jove alive in marriage, and the difficuley
¢ of prexvr\mg the heart of the obje& be-
“loved in fo iatimate an uniom, Lic has
¢ indolent tly affented, with a coldnefs rot to
“ be deicribed, to ,‘,fenumcnts which it is
¢ plain from his manrer he did not under-
"¢ ftand ; whilft anather, not interefted in
¢ the converfatlon, has, by his countcnance,i
“ by the fire of his eyes, by looks more:
v L 4 : eloqucntf__
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“ cloquém than -all lmguagc, fthewed his
“ {oul was of intelligence with minet

“ Aftrong fenfe of the force of engage-
*“ ments entered into with my confert,
- * though not the effe of my free, unbiafled
“ choice, and the fear of making Sir George,
-~ “ by whom I fuppofed myfelf beloved, un-
‘ happy, have thus long prevented my
“ refolving to break with him for ever;
¢ and though I could not bring myfelf to
¢ marry hxm, I found'myfelf at the fame
“ time mcap‘rblc of affaming fufficient re-
¢ folution to tell him fo, 2till his mother” s,
“ Jetter gave me fo-happy an occafion.

* ¢ There is no faying what tranfport I
“ feel in being freéd fromi the infupportable
* yoke of this engagement, which has long
*“ fat heavy on my heart, and fufpended the -
“ patural chearfulnefs of my temper.

« ch"'
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*“ Yes, my dear, your Emily has been
- “ wretthed, withontdaring to confefs it even
“ toyou: I wasathamed of owning I had enter-
“ edinto fuch engagements withaman whom
¢ Thadnever loved, though I had for a fhort
“ time mitaken efteem for a greater degree
“ of affeftion than my heart ever reauy
“knew. How fatal, my dear Bell, is this
“ miftake to half our fex, and how happy |
“amIto have difcovered mine in txmc ! ﬁ\g ’
« [ have fearce yet afked myfclf what I
¢ intend:;- but I think it will be moft pru-
" ¢ dent to return to Englandin the firft fhip, -
‘¢ and retire to a_relation of my mother’s
“ in the country, where I can live with de-
“ cency on my little fortune.

..« Whatever is my fate, no fitnation can
© ¢« be equally unhappy with that of being

« wife to a man for whom I have not even -
"« the ﬂmhtcﬂ fncndﬂup orefteem, for whofe
Cs “¢ conver-




34 THE HISTORY OF

*¢ converfation I ‘have not the leaft taﬁc, :
¢ and who, if I'know him, would for ever

“¢ think me under an ¢bligation to hxm for
‘¢ marrymg me.

T haye the pleafure to fee I give no
" ¢ pain to his heart, by a ftep which has

« relieved mine from mifery: his feelings
 are thofc of- wounded vamty, not of lovc.,

& Adieu ! Your
«“ EMiLy MoNTAGUE.”

~ 1 have no patience with relations, Lucy;
this fweet girl hasbeen two years wretched,
under "the bondage her uncle’s avarice (for
. ke forefaw Sir George’s acquifition, though
" - fhe did not) prepared for her. Parents fhould .
- chufe our company, but never even pre-
tend to diret our choice; if they take care

we converfe with men of honor only, tis - 4

impoflible we can chufe a.mxfs a conformity
L : o of
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of tafte and fentiment alone can make mar-
riage happy, and of that none but the par-

ties concerncd can Judcre

‘ By tlte. way, I think long engagements,
even between perfons who love, extremely

: unfavorableto happinefs: it is certainly right

to.be long.enough acquainted, to know fome-

Tl

g

thing of each other’s temper ; but’tisbadto -
let the firft fire burn out before we come to-
cether ; and when we have once refolved, I
have no notion of dclaying a moment.

~
“

If Iﬂ]})ﬁd ever confent to marry Fitz-

- gerald, and.}:e fhould not fly for a licence .

before I had ﬂmfhed the fentence, I would
dificifs him if there was not. 2nother lover
1o be hd in Canada.

Adxcu ! _ .
Y ou_f faithful
A. FerMor.

cs . My
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-

litle bird efcaped from the gilded

~ cage. Are younot glad of it, Luc} 2
lam amazingly.

LETTER LXVL.
" To Mifs Rivers, Clarges Street.

Quebec, Feb. 11.)

" |/ OULD one ihink it poffible, Lucy,
. that Sir George fhould confole Him- -

felf for the lofs of all that is lovely in
woman, by the fordid profpe of acquirix;g,‘
by an interefted marriage, a litle more of
that wealth of which he has already much
more.than he can either enjoy or become ?
By what wretched motives are half mankind

inluenced in the moft ‘important a&iob of

their lives!

The

. -

"My Emily is ndw free as air ; a fweet

Pt e ks

L OF e e

B
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The vulgar of every rank expe& happi-
nefs' where it is not to be found, in"the ideal
-advantages of fplendor and  diflipation ;

" thofe who dare to think, thofe minds who .

partake of the celeftial fire, feek it in the
real folid pleafures of naturc and foft
aEeéhon.

I have feen my loveiy Emily fince I wrote
to you ; -I fhall not fee her again of fome
- days; Ido not intend at prefent to make

"my vifits to, Silleri fo frequent as I have

done lately, left the world, ever ftudious to
blame, fhould mifconftrue Her conduét on
this very delicate occafion. I am even afraid

to fhew my ufual attention to her when pre- -

fent, left the herfelf thould think I prefume
on the politenefs fhe has ever fhewn me, and
fee. her breaking with Sir George in a falfe
light: the greater I think her obliging par-

- ——uairty—tome—themare-guxrdfdt ought to
- be in my behaviour to her; her firuation

has



;8 THE HISTORY OF

has fome refemblance to widowhood, and
" fhe has equal decorums to obferve:

.~ I cannot however help encouraging a--

pleafing hope that Iam not abfolutely indif-
ferent to her: her lovely eyes have a foftnefs
when they meet mine, to ‘which words can-
“not do juftice: fhe talks lefs to6 me than to
~ others, butit is in atone of voice Which
penetrates my foul ; and when I fpeak, her
" atention is moft flattering, though of a na-
ture not to-be feen by common obfervers ;
without {feeming to diftinguith me from the
crowd who ftrive to engage her efteem ard
3 frlend{h ip, fhe has.a manner of addreffing
me which. the heart alone can feel ; the con-
mrives to prevent my appearing to give her
- any prcference to the reft of her fex, yet
I-have feen her blufh at my ‘civility o,
another. -

She has at leaft a friendthip for me, whiclx

Jalone would make the happinefsof my life;

1 B ( “and

&

T
3

¥

»:‘[;)‘L\ RIS R



EMILY MONTAGUE. 19
and which ‘Iywo\Qderefer to the love of the
moft charming woman imagination could™
form, fenfibleas I amto the fweeteft of all
paffions: this ‘friendthip, however, time
and affiduity may ripen jnto love; at leaft -
- T'thould be moft unhappy if I did not think
foo.. . .. : :
Flove her. thl;a tendernefs of which few

of my fex are capable : you have often told

- me, and you were right, that my heart hgs
all the fenfibility of woman.

A mail is arrlved, by thchl hope to he:ar:‘
from you; I muft hurry to the poft office;
you fhall hear-again in a few days. -

Adieu! ot
Your affetionate

Ep. Rivers.

LET-
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LE T T E R LIV,

. To Colonel RIVERS, at Qxebec. -

London, Dec I,

$

A 'YOU need be in no pam, my . dear

‘brother, on Mr. Temple’s account ;

- my heart is in no danger from a man of- hxs
prefent chara&er: his perfon and manner

are cerrainly extremely pleafing ; his un-

‘derftanding, and I believe his principles, are

worthy of your friend{hiPA; an encomium
which, let me obferve, is from me a very
high one: he will be admired every where,

_but to be beloved, he wants, or at leaft
~ appears to me to want, the moft endearing
~ of all qualities, that genuine tendernefs of |

- foul, that almoft feminine fenfibility, which,

- with all your firmnefs of mind and fpirit,

you poffefs bcyond any man I ever yet met

thh.

%

e

Dty A
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If your friead withes to pleafe. me,
which Ialmoft fancy he does, he muft en-.
deavor to refemble you ; s rather hard

" upon me, I thiak, that the only man I per-
fedtly approve, and whofe difpofition is
formed to :make me happy, fhould be my
brother: I beg you will find out fomeBody

“very like yourfelf for your fifter, for you
~have really made me faucy. .

I pity you heartily; and with above all

things to hear of your Emily’s marriage,

for your prefent ﬁtuatxon muft be extremely‘ _
~unpleafant. ;

- But, my dear brother, as you were fo
very wife about Temple, allow me to afk
you whether it is quite confiftent with
prudence to throw yourfelf in the way of a
woman fo formed to infpire you with tender-
nefs, and whom it is fo impoffible you can
ever hope to poflefs : is mot this acting a
- - lietle
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little like a <foolith girl, \;Vhp pla-ys round
the!flame which fhe knows will confume
her ? L

e

My mother s well, but will never be

happy till you return to England ; I often
find her in tears over your letters: I will
fay no more on ‘a fubje® which I know will

- give you pain. ‘I hope, However, to hear
- you have given up all thoughts of fettling

in America: it would be a better planto

tarn farmer i Northamptoafhire; we

milk-maid in the county.

Iam fefious,.and think we cbul_d live very
fuperbly all together in the country; con-

fider it well, my dear Ned, for I cannot

bear to fee my mother fo unhappy as

.your abfence makes her. I hear her on

the ftairs; I muft hurry away my letter,
' - for

a

~could double the eftate by living upon it,
-and Tam fure I {hould make the prettieft:
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for Idon’t chufe the fhould know I write -
to you on this fubje&. .

Adieu!
Your aﬂlc’honate
 Lucy Rivers.

Say every thing for me to Bell Fermor;
and in your own manner,to your

" Emily, in whofe friendfhip I promxfe
myfelf great happmefs. o

(N

-,.\.

=2 . ——"

L-'“ETTER vam‘

To les Mow'rAsz, at Slllem ':

¢

Montreal Feb. 10.

| NEV{FR any a&omﬂ:ment equallcd
mine, my dear Emi'y', at hearing yor
“had broke an engagement of years, fo

much to )our advantaoe as to fortune, and
. , with



: < o '
44 THE HISTORY OF

with a‘ian of fo very mtexceptxonable 2

¢ charafter as Sir George, without any other
_apparent” caufe than a flight indelicacy in

- a lettef of his mother’s, for which candor
‘and affe&tion would have found a thoufand
“excufes. I will not allow myfelf to fuppofe,
what is however publicly faid here, that
_you haye farificed. prudence, decorum, and

I had almoftfaid honor, to ‘an imprudent

- inclination for a man, to whom there is the

, ftrongeft reafon to believe you are indiffe-
, - rent, and whois even faid to have an artach-
' ment to agother: I meap Colonel Rivers,
- who, though a man of worth, s in 2 firu-
ation which makes i impoffible for him'to
think of you, were you even as dear to him - ;
~ | as the world fays he is to you. .

I am too unhappy to 'fay more on this
fubje&, but expedt from our paft friendthip *

_ a very fincere anfwer to two queftionss.
whether love for Colonel Rivers was the

: rcal motive for the indifcreet ftep youshave

- taken? 2

L
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taken? and whether, if it was, yon havc
the excufe of knowmg he loves you ! |

fhould be glad to know what are your views,
if you-haveany. I am, ’

My dear Emlly,
Your aﬁ'c&xonate friend,
: ~E. Mumom.

"L ETTER LXX
“Te Mrs. MeLxsoTH, at "Mbﬁ,treaL o

Silleri, Feéb. 19,
My dear Madam, | o

I AM toofenﬁblc of thc rrghts of fncnd-
thip, to refufe anfwering your queftions;
which I fhall do in as few words as poflible.
I have not the leaft reafon to fuppofe
myfelf beloved by Colonel Rivers ; ; noryif

I know

\\
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I know my keart, do I Jove him in that
fenfe of the word your queftion fuppofes:
I think him the beft, the moft amiable of .
mankind ; and my extreme affeion for.him,.
theugh I believe that affedtion anly a very
lively friendibip, firft awakened me to .a
fenfe of the indelicacy and impropriety of

marrymgﬁxr George.

~

To enter into fo facred an engagement
as marriage with one man, with a ftronger
affeGtion for another, of how calm  and
innocent-a nature foever that affeion may
be, is a degree of bafenefs of which my
‘heart is incapable.

When I firft agreed to marry Sir
George, I had no fuperior efteem for any
other man; I thought-highly of him, and
wanted courage to refift the. prefling foli-
citations of my uncle, to whom I had a
thoufand obligations. ~ I even almoft per-
fuaded myfclf I loved him, nor did I find

Iy
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my ‘miftake till I faw Colonel Rivers, in
whofe converfation I'had fo very lively a
pleafure as foon cenvinced me of my

with Sir George, and nothmg but the fear
of giving him pain prevented my doing it

~ me free in my own opinion, and I hope will

equally in the way of my happinefs; and
" his ambition. If he is fincere, he will tell

~ though he chufes to affect a chagrin which
he does not feel. -

3
-~

I have na view but that of returning to
England in the fpring, and fixing with a
relation in the country. .

“hope it is to one ‘worthy of him; for my

p ' thought

1
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miftake : I -therefore refolvcd to break

fooner : his behaviour ‘on the receipt of his'
mother’s letter removed that fear, and fet -

in yours, from engagements which were

~ You my refufal 'of him made him happy,

. ¢
If Colonel Rivers has an attachment, I

own part, [ never entertained the remoteft
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) S
thought of him in any light but that of the
moft fincere and tender of friends. Iam,
Madam, with great efteem, :

Your affeftionate friend\
and obedient fervant,

ExirLy. MONTAGUE.

b]
-~

L ETTER LXX.

To Mifs vanxs,_'Cl'arg‘es‘Strect.
B A 4
Silleri, Feb. 27.

. "THERE are two pames at O\ucbec in
regard to Emily : the prudent mam-

~ mas abafe her for lofing 2 good match, and

fuppofe it to proceed from her partiality to

your brother, to the imprudence of which

they give no quarter; -whilft the mifles ad-

~mire_her generofity’ and fpirit, in facrific-
mg all for love ; fo impaffible it is to pleafe -

every



EMILY MONTAGUE. 4

every ‘body. However, fhe has, in my
* opition, dosie the wifelt thing in the world;
- that is,- fhe has pleafed herfelf. -
As to-her inclination for your brother, I
am of theu- Oplnlen,{hat fhe loves him with-
" out-being quite clear in the poiat herfelf :
the has not yet confefled the fi& even to
- mie; but the Has fpeaking eyes, Lucy, and
I thmk Lcan mterpret thexr ]anguage "

W_’hcther he fees it or ot I cannot telL;
- Trather think he does, becaufe he has been
‘lefs here, and more guarded in his manner

~ “when here, than before this matrimonial

~ affair was put an'end to; which is natural

_ enough on that fuppofition, becaufe he

~ knows the impertinence of Quebec, and is

. both prudent and delicate to a great degree.

He comes, however, and we are pretty
.- good company, only a little more referved
~ on both fides; which is, in my opinion, a
fiule {ymptomatic.

Vor. L. D Lal
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~ La! here’s papa come up to write at my
bureau ; I dare fay, it’s only to pry intowhat
Tam about ; but excufe me, my dear Sir, for
that. Adieu! ju/gu'au demain, ma trés chere.

Yours,

A. FErnOR.
4

L ET T E R LXIL -
- To Mifs vanns, Cl&rges Street.

Qxebec, Feb. 20.

VERY hour, -my Lucy, convinces me
more dearly there is no happinefs for

me without this lovely woman; her turn of
- mind is fo correfpondent to my own, that
we feem to have but one foul: the firft mo-:
ment I faw her the idea ftruck me that we
" had been friends in fome pre-exiftent ftate,
and were only renewing our acquaintance
here; when fhe fpeaks, my heart vibrates
to the found, and owns every thought the
exprefles a native there. '
The
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" The fame dear affections, the fame tender
fenfibility, the moft precious gift of Heaven,

inform our minds, and make us peculiarly
capable of  exquifite happinefs or mifery.

" The paffions, my Lucy, are dommon to
all; but the affe&tions, the li@cly‘ {weet af-
feQtions, ‘the only fources of true pleafure,
are the portion only of a chofen few.

s -

Uncertain at prefent of the nature of her
fentiments, [ am determined to develop =~
them clearly before I difcover mine; if the
‘loves as 1 do, even' a perpetual exile here
will be pleafing. The remoteft Woed-in

" Canadawith her would be nolonger a defert

wild ; it would be ‘the habitation of thc
" Graces. :

But I forget your letter, my dear girl;
Iam hurt beyond words at what you tell -
me of my mother ;5 and would inftantly. re-.
turn to England, did not my fondnefs for
this charmmc woman detain me here: you

D 2 are
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are both too good in withing to retire with -
me to the country; will your tendernefs
lead you a ftep farther, my Lucy? It would
be.too much to hepe to fee you here; and -
~ yet, if I marry Emily, it will be impoffible
fof me to think of retrning to England, -

There is a tan here whom I fhould pre- -
fer of all men L ever faw for you; but he
is already attached to'your friend Bell Fer-.

-mor, who'is very indttentive to her own -

happirefs, if fhe refufes him: [ am very
happy i in findirg yoﬁ“thmk of Temple as I_‘
wifh you thould. ,

You are fo very““t‘;vxl Lucy, in rcgar&
to me, 1am afraid of becommg vain from ‘
- your praifes. :

Take care, my dear, you don t {poil me
by this excefs of cmhty, for my only me-
m is that of not bemg a coxcomb

‘o

1 have




EMILY MONTAGUE. ;53
" Thavea heavinefs of heart, which has ng-

ver left me fince 1 read your letter: 1 am -

~fhocked at the idea of giving pam to the.

beft parent that ever exifted; yet have lefs .
hope than ever of feeing Enwland without

giving up the tender friend, the dear com-

panion, the adorcd miftrefs ; in {hort the

very woman I have all my life been in-
fearch of: I am alfyp hurt that I cannot
place this obje& of all my wifhes in a fta-

“ vion equal to that fhe bas rejeéted, and I be- |

.

gm to think rejc&ed for me.

I never before repm,ed at fecing the gifts

of fortu‘ne lavithed on the unWQr.thy.

Adleu, my dear! I'will write agam when_
I can write more chearfully.

Your affeQtionate -

oL S Epv.'R'Ivin's'... :

Pz . LET-
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L ETTE R LEXIL
"To the Earl of

My Lord
Snllen, Feb. 20.
YOUR Lordfhip does me gfeat honor in
fuppofing me capable of giving any .
fausfa&ory account of a country in which I
have {pent only a few months.

Asa proof, however, of my zeal, and
the very ftrong defire I have to merit the
“efteem you honor me with, I fhall com-
muricate from time to time the little L have
-obferved, and may obferve, as well as what
" T hear from good authority, with that lively
* pleafure with which I have ever obeyed
~ every command of your Lordfhip’s:

The Freocﬁ, in the firft fettling this co-
lony, feem to have had an eye only to the
conqueft of ours: their whole fyftem of =

~policy
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policy feems to have been military, not

. commercial ; or only fo far commercial as

was neceflary to fupply the wants, and by

* {o doing to gain the friendthip, of the fa-

. vages, in order to make ufe of them againft
us. ‘

The lands are held on military tenure:
every peafant is a foldier, every feigneur
an officer, and both ferve without pay
whenever called upon; this fervice is, ex-
cept a very fmall quit-rent by way of ac-
koowledgement, all they pay for -their

lands: the {eigneur holds of the crown, the:

peafant of the feigneur, who is at once l‘x:
lord and commandcr.

The peafants are in general tall and ro-
buft, notwithftanding their exceffive indo-

lerice; they love war, and hate labor ;- are
brave, hardy, alert in the field, but lazy
“and ina&ive at home; in which they refem-
ble the favages; whofe manners they feem
"D g4 ftrongly
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ftrongly to have imbibed. The government
appears to have encouraged a military fpirit
all over the colo.y ; though' ignorant and
ftupid to a great-degree, thefe peafants
have a ftrong fenfe of honor ; and though
they ferve, as I have faid, without pay, are
- mever fo happy as when called to the field.

They are exceflively vain, and not only
look on the French as the only civilized
nation in the world, but on themfelves as
the flower of the French nation: they had,
I am told, a great averfion to the regdlar
~ troops which came from France in the late
~ war, and a contempt equal to that aver-
fion ; they however had an affetion and
clteem for the late Marquis De Montcalm,
which almoft rofe to idolatry ; and I have
even at this diftance of time feen many of
them in tears at the mention of his name :
an honeft tribute to the memory of a com-
mander equally brave and humane; for
whom Lis enemies wept even on the day
when their own hero fell.

H

Iaml
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Iam called upon for this lerter, and have
| bnly time to. affure your Lordfhip of ‘my
refpedt, and of the pleafure I always: re-
ceive from your commands~ I have the

: honor to be,. :

My Lord .
“Your Lordfhip’s 5 &e.

WILLIAM FE‘RMOR.

-

e

C L E TTER .i..Lxxm.;"lj%'
-To Mfs Fx-: RMOR. ‘

4 Feb. 24, Eleven at mght

HAVF indeed, my dcar, a plafure m .

his converfanon, to which’ words cannot

do Ju(hce love itfelf is lefs tender and
* lively than my friendthip for Rivers; from
the firft moment I faw him, I loft all tafle
Ds =~ - . for
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" for other convcrfauon even yours, amnablc
as you are, . borrows ‘its moft prevailing:

charm from the pleafure of heanng you
ralk of hlm.

When I call my tendernefs for him
friendthip, I do not mean either to paint
myfelf as an enemy to tenderer fentiments,
or him as one whom it is eafy to fee with-
out feeling them: alll mean is, that, as
our fituations make it impoffible for us to
think of each other except as friends, I
have endeavored—1I hope with fucccfs
1o fee him in no -other light: it is netin
his. power to marry ‘without formnc, and .
mine is 3 trifle: had I worlds, they fhould -
be his; but, I am neither fo felfith as to
defire, nor fo romantic-as to cxpe& that he
fhould defcend from the rank of life he has

been bred in, and live loft to thc world
mh me. .

-~ As to the impertinence of two or three
. v«omen, T hear. of it with. perfe@ indif-
4 ference ¢’

|
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- ference: my dear. aners eﬁeems me, he

N z}pprovcs my condu&, and all elfe s below
-y care: the applaufc of worlds would
give me lefs plcafure than one {mile of ap-
j probatxon from him.

Iam aﬁom{hcd your Fath&' fhould know )
me fo little, as to fuppofe me capable of

being influenced even by you: when. Ide-
termined to refufe Sir George, it was from

the feelings of my own heart alonej. the -

firt moment I faw Colonel Rlvers con-
vinced me my heart had till then been a
ftranger to true tendernefs: from that
monient my life has been one continued

ftruggle between my reafon, which thewed

me the folly as well as indecency of marry-
ing one ‘man when I fo infinitely preferred

another, and a_falfe point of honor and -
" miftaken compaffion: from which painful

ftate, a concurrence of favorable accidents
has at length happily relieved me, and left
me free to a&t as becomes me.

D6 oof
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~ ~Of this, my dear; be é_ﬁ'uréd, that, though .
. T have not the leaft idea of ever marrying.

Coloael Rivers, yet, whilft my fentiments

for him continae what they are, I wﬂl never

~ marry any other man. .

I am hurt at what Mrs. Mehnoth hinted

*in_ her letter to you, of Rivers having a'p-'

- peared to attach himfelf 1o me from vanity;
~ the exdeavors in vain to deftroy. my efteem
forhim : you well know, he never did ape
~ pear to attach himfelf 1o me; he is incapable

~of having done it from fuch-a motive ; bat if

" he had, fuch delight have I in whatever .
~.._ pleafes him, that I fhould with joy have

facrificed my qwn vanity to. gratify his.

Adieu! Your

Fairy MoxTacur.’

"LET-
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LETTTE R LIXV
_'TOIMifSMONTAVGT.AIE. :
Feb. 23, Eight o’clock, juft up.

Y " dear, you deceive yourfelf; you

love Colonel Rivers; you love him - |

even with all the tendernefs of romance:
read over agaia the latter! part of your
“letter ; 1 know friendthip, and of what it
is capable; butI fear the facrlﬁccs it makes
are of a different nature. Z

Examine your heart, my Emily, and tell
- me the refult of that examination. It is of
" the utmoft confequence to you to be clear
as to the nature of your.affeftion for
Rivers.

Adieu! Yours,

A. FeErMmor.
LET-
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" LETTER LXIXV.
_To Mifs FER MoE.

Y E S, my dear Bell, you know me better
than I know myfelf; your Emily
- loves.—But tell me, and with that clear
fincerity which isthe cement of our friend-
thip ; has not your own heart difcovered to
you the fecret of mine? do you mnot alfo
Iove this moft amiable of mankind? Yes,
* youdo, and I'am loft: itisnot in woman to
 fee him without love ; there are a thoufand

~ ‘charms in his converfation, in his look,

"nay in the very found of his voice, to
which it is xmpoﬁ'xble for a foul like yours
to be mfcnﬁblc

I have obfervcd you a thoufand times
liftening to him with that air of foftnefs
and complacency—Believe me, my dear,
- 1 am not angry wnh you for loving him;
he
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he is formed to charm the heart of woman

T have not the leaft right to complain of

you; you knew nothing-of my paffion for®
him ; you even regarded me almoft as the
wife of another. But tell me, though my
heart dies within me at the queftion, is
your tendernefs mutual? does he love you?
I have-obferved a coldnefs'in his manner
lately, whichnow alarms me.— My heart is
torn in pieces. Muft I regeive this wound
from the two perfons on earth moft dear te
me? Indeed, my dear, this is more than
your Emily can bear. Tell me only whether
you love : I will not afk more.—Is there

on earth a man who can pleafe where he
appears?

LET
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LETTZER LXXVI
To Mifs MONT‘AGUE

OU have difcovered me, my fweet
Emily : Ilove—not quite fo dyingly
as.you do; but Ilove; will you forngc
me when I add tha? I am beloved? Iiis
— unneceflary to add the name of him I love,
~ as you have fo kindly appropriated the
whole fex to Colonel Rivers.

*

HOchcr, to thew you it is poffible you
may beemiftaken, ’tis the little Fitz I love,. ..
. who, in my eye, is ten times more agreable -
than even your nonpareil of a Colonel;
‘1 know you will think me a fhockmg
- wretch for this depramy of tafte; but fo
itis. :

Upon my wdrd I am half inclined to
be angry with you for not being in love
with' Fizgerald ; a tall Irithman, with

2 } o good

A
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good eyes, has as clear a title to makc con-
quefts as other people.

Yes, my dear, there is a man on earth,
and even in the little town of Quebec, whs
can pleafe where he appears. Surely, child,
if there was but one man on carth who

“could pleafe, you would not be fo wun-

reafonable as to engrofs -him a.ll to
yourfa!f.

"For my part, though I lkike Fitzgeradd
-extremely, I by no means infift that every
other woman fhall.

Go, you are 2 foolith girl, and don’t
know what you would be at. Rivers isa
- very hardfome agreable fellow ; but i is in
woman to fee him without dying for love,

of which behold your ‘litde Bell an

" example. Adieun! be wifer, and believe me
- Ever yours,

“A. meon.“
) - Wil -

R

A cwp”
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Will you go this morning to- Monte
morenci on the ice, and dine on the
ifland of Orleans? dare you truft
yourfelf in'a covered' carriole with
the dear man? Don’t anfwer thjs, .

. becanfe I am certain you can fay -
nothing on the fubj-c{t, which wxll
not be very foolith. -

LETTER LXXVII
To Mifs FERMOR

I AM glad you do not fee Colonel vacrs
. X with my eyes;. yet it ‘feems to me very
. ftrange ; I am almoft piqued at your giving
another the preference. I will fay no mare,
it being, as you obferve, impoffible to avoid
bcmg abfurd on fuch a fubje& '

-1 will go to Montmorcnc: ; and, to thew

my courage, will ventureina coveredcarriole
with Colonel Rivers, though] thould rather
with youf father for my cava.\\r atprefent.

Yours, C EMIL'I\MONTAGUE.
' LET-
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L E T T E B. LXXVHL
To fos MONTAGUE.

' Y'OU are right, my dear "tis more

prudent to go with my father. I love
prudence; and will therefore fend for Ma-~

: demmfelle Clairaut to be Rivers’s belle.

, . Yours,
s I

g

LETTER LXXIX,
To Mifs FERMOR.
O U are a-provoking chit, and T will
go- with Rivers. Your father may
attcnd Madame Villiers, who you know will
naturally take it ill if fhe is not of our par-

‘ty.  We can afk’ Mademoifelle Claxraut,_

anothcr time.
Adxcu' Your-

Em 1y M‘ONTAGUE.
LET-

A. FBRMOR.;

Sy
!

2 | B e R N BaNATT Y A e

e L



N

PSSR

68 THE HISTORY OF

LETTER LXXX
'i'q Mifs R1ivERrs, Clarges Street.

Silleri, Feb. 25.

HOSE v,ho have heard no mere of

a Canadian winter than what regards
the intenfenefs of its cold, muft fuppofe it a
very joylefs feafon : ’tis, I affure you, quite
otherwife ; there are indeed fome days bere
of the feverity of which thofe who were
never out of England can form no contep-
tion ; but thofe days feldom exceed a dozen
in a whole winter, nor do they come in fuc-
ceflion ; ‘but at intermediate periods, asthe
winds fet in from the Neorth-Weft ; which,
coming fome hundred leagues, from frozen
lakes and rivers, over woods and mountains
covered with fnow; would be infupportable,
were it not for the furs with which the coun-
try abounds, in fuch variety and plenty asto
be within the reach of all its inhabitants.

Thus
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Thus defended, the Britifh belles fet the
winter of Canada at defiance; and the fea-
{on of which you feem to entertain fuch ter-
rible ideas, is that of the utmoft chearful-
aefs and feflivity.

~ But what particularly pleafes me is, shere
i3 no place where women are of fuch im-
portance : not one of the fex, who has the
leaft thare of attrations, is without a levee
of beaux interceding for the honor of at-

tending her on fome party, of which every
day produces three or four.

I am juft returned from one of the moft
agreable jaunts imagination can paint, to

the ifland of Orleans, by the falls of Mont-

morenci ; the latter is almoft nine miles dif-
tant, acrofs the great bafon of Quebec; but

- as weare obliged to reach it in winter by the

waving line, ourdire& road beingintercepted
bytheinequalities of theice,itisnowperhaps
a third

U
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a third more. . You will poflibly fuppofc a -
ride of this kind muft want one of the great-
eft effentials to entertainment, that of varie-
t, and imagine it only one dull whirl over
an unvaried plain of fnow: on the contrary
my dear, we pafs hills and mountains of ice
in the trifling fpace of thefe few miles. The
bafon of Quebec is formed by the conflux
of the rivers St. Charles and Montmorenci
with the great river St. Lawrence, the ra-
pidity of whofe flood tide, as thefe rivers are
gradually feized by the froft, breaks up the
ice, and drives it back in heaps, till it forms
ridges of tranfparent rock to an height that
is aftonithing, and of a ftrength which bids
defiance to the utmoft rage of thc moft
furxouﬁy rufhing ndc.
This cxrcumﬁancc makes this litdle ; jour-
“ney more pleafing than you can poflibly con-
ceive: the ferene blue fky above, the daz-
ling brightnefs of the fun, and the colors .
from the rcfra&xon of its rays on the tranfpa.
rem
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.rent part of thefe ridges of ice, the wind-
ing courfe thefe oblige you to make; the
fudden difappearing of a train of fifteen or
twenty camolcs, as thefe ridges intervene,
which again difcover themfelves on your
rifing to the top of the frozen mount, the
tremendous appearance both of ‘the afeent
and defcent, which however are not attends

ed with the lealt danger ; all together give:
a grandeur and variety to the fcene, which -

almoft rife to enchantment,

Your dull foggy climate affords nothing
that can give you the leaft idea of our froft
pieces in Canada; nor can you form any
notion of our amufements, of the agreable-

nefs of a covered carriole, with a fprightly

fellow, rendered more fprightly by the

keen air and romantic fcene about him; to

- fay nothing of the fair lady at his fide.

‘ ' \
Even an overturning has nothing alarm-

isgin-it; you are laid gently down on a

o y foft ‘

T,
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foft bed of {fnew, without the leaft danger
of any kind ; and an accident of this fort
oaly gives a pretty fellow occafion to vary
the {tyle:of his civilities, and fhewa: great-
er degree of attention.

Bat it.is almoft ime to' confe to Metit-
morenct: to.avoid, however, fatiguing you
or myfelf, I fhall refer the reft of ourtour
to another letter; which will probably ac-
company this: my meaning is, that two mo-
derate letters aae vaftly better thdn one
!ong -one; in which fentiment I kmow you
agree with '

Yaurs,

- A. FERMOR.

~ LET-
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L ETTER LXXXL
To Mifs Rivers, Clarges Street.

Silleri, Feb. 25, Afternoons

J O, my dear, as I was faying, this fame
ride t©6 Montmorenei—where was I,
Lucy ? I forget.—O, I believe pretty ncar
the mouth of the bay, embofomed in which

lies the lovely cafcade of whichIam to
~ give you a winter defcription, and which I -

only {lightly mentioned when I gave you an
account of the rivers by which it is fup~
plied £

The road, about a mile before you
rcach this bay, is a regular glafly level,
without any of thofe intervening hills of
ice which I have mentioned; hills, which
with the Ideas, though falfe ones, of danger
and difficulty, give thofe of beauty and
maguificence too.

Vou. 1L, E As

It

—
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~As you gradually approach the bay, you
are. ftrck with am awe, which increafes
every moment, as you come nearer, from
the grandeur of a fcene, which is one of
the nobleft  works.of nawre: the beauty,
the propostion, the {olemnity, the wild

magpificence of which, furpaffig everypof- .

fitle.efled of art, imprefs ane ftrongly with
the idea of its Divine Ahmghty Archltc&.

- The rock ou the caft ﬁdc, which is firft
‘in view 3s you approach, is a fmooth and
almqﬁ: perpendicular. prcc:pxcé of the fame
hcnght as “the fall; the top, which 2 liutle
oxet-hangs, ‘is beantifully covered with
- pines,” firs, and ever-greens of various
kinds, whofe verdant luftre is rendered at
this feafon more fhining and lovely by the
ﬁlrroundmg foow, as Well as by shat which
#s fprinkled irregularly on their branches,
and glitters half meited in the fon-béams:
a thoufand fmaller fhrubs are fcattered on
-the fide of the afcent, and, having their
T ) . . . ms
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roots irf almoft imperceptible clefts of the .

rock, feem to thofe below to grow in air.

The weft fide is equally lofty, but more
floping, which, from that circumftance, af-
_fords foil all the way, upon fhelving ine-

qualities of the rock, at little diftances, for

the growth of trees and fhrubs, by which -

it is almoft entirely hid.

The moft pleafing view of this miracle
of nature is certainly in fummer, and in the

early part of it, when every tree is in fo-

“liage and full werdure, every fhrub in

flower ; and when the river, {welled with a.

“wafte of waters from the mountains from

which it derives its fource, poursdown ina

tumulwous torrent, that equally charms
and aftonithes the beholder.

L

Thewinter fcene has, notwithftanding, its -
beauties, though of a different kind, more

refembling the {hllnefs and inactivity of thc
1. afgn

L : T The

ES
.
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.. The river being on its fides bound up in
froft, and' its chamnel rendered narrower
than in the fummer, affords a lefs body of
water to-fupply the cafcade; and the fall,
though very fteep, yer not being exally
perpendicular, maffes of ice are formed,
on different fhelving proje&ions of the rock,
in a great variety of forms and proportions. -

The torrent, which before ruthed with -
fuch impetuofity down the deep defcent in
one vaft fheet of water, now delcends. in
fome parts with a flow and majeftic pace;
in others feems almoft fufpended in mid air;
and in others, burfting through the obfta-
~ cles which interrupt its courfe, pours down
with redoubled fury into the foaming bafon
below, from whence a fpray arifes, which,
freezing in its afcent, becomes on each fide a
wide and irregular frozen breaft-work ; and
in front, the fpray being there much greater,
a lofty and magnilicent pyramid of folid

ice. o
T have
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I have not told you half the grandeur,
half the beauty, half the lovely wildnefs
of this fcene: if you would know whatit is;
you muft take so informarion but that of
your own eyes, which I pronounce ftrangers
to the lovelieft work of creation till they

have feen the river and fall of Montmo-

renct.

In ﬂaort,‘m): dear, I am Montmorezci-
madn : .

T canhardly defcend to tell you, we paffed
the ice from thence to Orleans, ard dined
out of doors on fix feer of -fhow, in the
charming "enlivening warmth of the fun,
though in the month of February, at a time
when you in England fcarce feel his beams.

Fitzgerald made violent love to me all the:
way, and 1 never fek myfelf liften with

fuch complacency.

Es3 Adieu!
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~ Adieu! I have wrote two immenfe letters.

Write oftener ; you are lazy, yet expeét me

to be an abfolute flave in the fcribbling way.
Your faithful .

~ A.Fermor.

Do you know your brother has admir-.
able ideas? He contrived to lofe his way -
n our return, and kept Emily ten minutes

" behind the reft of the company. Iam apt

to fancy there was fomcthmg like a dech—
ration, for ihe blufhed, °

- @ Celeftial rofy red,”

when. heledhcr into the dining roomat
- Silleri,

Once more, adien!

¢ PO | LET.
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LETTER LXXXIL,

To Mifs R1v ERS, Clarges Street. I

. March 1.
WAS miftaken, my dear; not a word
of love between your brother and

Emily, as the pofitively affures me; forme-

thing very tender has paffed, I am con-

vinced, notwithftanding, for fhe bluthes
“more than ever when he-approaches, and

there is a certain foftnefs in his voice when

he addrefles her, which. cannot efcapc a

perfon of my penctranon.

‘Do you know, my dear Lucy, that there -

is a lirle impertinent girl here, a Made-
moifelle Clairaut, who, on the meer merit
~ of features and complcxxon, fets up for be-
mg as handfome as Emily and me?

If beauty, as] wxll take the lxberty 1o

.,aﬂ:crt is given us for the Purpofe of pleaf-

-E 4 _ ing;

/li
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- ing, fhe who pleafes moft, that is to fay,
. {he who excites the moft paffion, is to all
intents and purpofes the moft beautiful
. woman; and, in this cafe, ¥ am inclined ta
‘believe your little Bell ftands pretty high
‘on the roll of beauty; the men’s eyes may
perhaps fay fhe is handfome, but their
hearis feel that 1 am fo.

- There is, in general, nothing fo infipid,
fo uninterefting, as a beauty ; which thofe .
men experience to their coft, who chufe
from vanity, not inclination. I remember
Sir Charles Herbert, a Captain in the {fame
regiment with my father, who determined
to marry Mifs Raymond before he faw her,
merely becaufe he had been told the was
‘a celebgated beauty, though the was never
known to have infpired a real paflion: he
faw her, not with his own eyes, but thole
of the public, took her charms on truft; and,
till ke was her hunfband, never found out
fhe was not his tafte ; a fecret, however, of
* fome little importance to his happinefs.
' I have,
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I have, however, known fome beiuties
who had a right to pleafe; thatis, who-had
a misture of chat imwifible charm, that

- mamelefs grace which by 5o means depends

on beauty, and which ftrikes the heart in'a
‘moment ; but my firft averfion is your fze
women : dont you thick @ fine woman a
deteftable creature, Lucy? I do: they are
vaftly well to #// public places; but as to
the heart—Heavens, nty dear! yet there
are men, I fuppofe, to be found, who
have a tafte for the great fublime in
beauty. ' f

- Men are vaftly foolith, my dear; very
few of them have fpirit to think for them-
felves; there are a thoufand Sir Charles
Herberts: 1 have feen fome of them weak
enongh to-decline marrying the woman

on earth moft pleafing to themfelves, be-

caufe not thought handfome by the gene-
rality of their companions.

Es . Womm
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‘Women are above this folly, and there.

" .. fore chufe much oftener from affe&ion than

men.:. We are a' thoufand- times ‘wifer,
Lucy, than thefe nnportant bcmgs, thcfe

mighey lords,

¢ Who ftrut and fret their hour upon
“ the ﬁagc,

and, inftead of playing the part in life

‘which nature diQates to their reafon and
their hearts, atta borrowed one at the will ’
" of othcrs. S

I had mher even judge 111, than not’
'3ndgc for myfelf. ’

Adicu! yours ever, ,

A Fnuét.

"LET-
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LETTER LXXXIII..
To Mifs Rivegs, 'Cla'rgs;Strcct.

Qxebec, March 4.

AFTER debating whh myfelf “fome

days, 1 am determined o - purfue
Emily; but, before I make 2 declaration, will
go to fee fome ungranted lands at the bagk
. of Madame DesRoches’s eftate ; which, lying
on a very fine river, and fo near the St
Lawrencé, may I think be t:uluvated at
 lefs expence than thofe above Lake Cham-
plain, though in a much inferior climate :
if 1 make my fettlement bere; I will pur-
chafe the eftate Madame Des Roches has to
~ fell, which will open me a road to the river
St. Lawrence, and confcqucntly treble the
value of my lands. .

E§ . Ylove,
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I love, 1 adore this charmmg woman; -
but I will not fuffer my tendernefs for her
"to make her unhappy, or to lower her
ftation'm life: if I ean, by my prefent plan,
fecure her what will in this country be a
degree of affluence, I will endeavor to
change her friendfhip for me into 2 teAder-
-er and more lively affe@ion; if the loves,

I know by my owa bearr, that Canada .
will be no longer a place of exife ; if I have
flartered myfelf, and fhe has only a friend-
fhip for me, I will return immediately to
England, and retire with .you and my
mother te our little eftate ir the country.

You will perhaps fay, why not make
Emily of our party >- I am almoft athamed
w fpeak phin ; but fo weak are we, and fo
guided by the prejudices we fancy we

defpife,that I cannet bear my Emily, after
refufing a coach and fix, thould live without

an equipage fuitable. at leaft to her birth,

and
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and the maomer in Which (he has always
lived whea in England.

I know this is folly, that it is a defpxcable
pride; but ir i 2 folly, » pr)dc, I cannos
couquer.

Therc are moments when I am abévc
all this childith prejudice, but it returns
spon me in fpite of myfelf.

&

P ¥
LIS o S
¥ S

g oo
T e

1 4

Will you come te us, my Lucy? TFell B
my mother, I will build her a ruftic palace, ¥
and fettle a lintle principality -on you both. -

I make this a private excurfion, becaufe L
T don’t ehufe any body fhould even guefc =
atmy views. 1 fhall fet eut in the evening. o
and make a cireuit to crofs the river abows -

the town. x
I fhall not even take leave at Silleri, as ¢
I propole being back in four days, and
I know
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I know your friend Bell will be inquifitive
about my journey. :

Adien!
" Your affeQionate

Ep. Rivers.

L ETTZE R LXXXIV.
To Mifs Rivers, Clarges Street.
Silléri, ‘March-6.

" YOUR brother is ‘gone nobedy knows
whither, and without calling upon
us before he fet off; we are piqued, I
affure you, my deéar, and with fome Tlittle
reafon. g

 Very
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Four o’qloc!:.‘

Very ftrange news, Lucy; they fay
Colonel Rivers is gone to marry Madame
Des Roches, a lady at whofe houfe he was
fome time in autumn ; if this is true, I for-
fwear the whole fex : his manner of ftealing
- off i certainly very odd, and fhe is rich and
agreable“-/ but, if he does not love Emily,
he has been exceflively cruel in thewing an
attention which. has deceived her into a
paflion for him. I cannot believe it pofible:
not that he has ever told her he loved her;
but a man of honor will not tell an untruth
even with his eyes, and his have fpoke a -
very unequivocal Ianguage.

I never faw any thing like her confufion,
when fhe was told he was gone to vifit
Madame Des Roches; but, when it was
hinted with what defign, 1 was obliged to
~ take her out of the room, or fhe would
have
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have difcovered all the fondnefs of her

foul. I really thought fhe would have
famted as I lcd her out.

I.l;ght o clock

1 have fent away all the men, and drank
tea in Emily’s apartment; fhe has fcarce
fpoke to me; 1 am miferable for her; fhe
has 3 palenefs which alarms me, the tears
fteal every moment into her lovely eyes.
Can Rivers a& fo unworthy a part? her
tendernefs cannot have been unobferve&
by him ; it was too vxﬁble to cvery body_.

 oth, Tea cloek.«.

. NQf 3 line f:om your b;rotber yet, anly
a sopfirmation of his bemg with Madame
Des Roches, having been feen” there by
foree Canadien§ who are come up this
mf%, T am sos quite-pleafed, though
' 1do
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I'do not believe the report 3 he might havc.
~¢old-us htely ‘where heWas gomg G el

I pity Emily beyond Words, fhe fays
nothing, but there is 2 dumb eloquence in -

her countenance Whl»h 1s not to be
defcribed.

oy

N Twe!ve bctock. ‘

1 have been an hour alone with the dear
litle gird, who has, from a hint I dropt
on purpofe, taken courage to {peak te. .me
on this wery. interefling {ubjeét; fhe {ays,
« the thall be moft unhappy if this report
% js true, though without the leaft right to

* compdain of Calonel Rivers, who mever
“ even hinted a word of aamy affe&ien for
# her more tender thew frieadfip ; that if
 her vanity; her felf-dome, or her tenderudfs,
« hage gdeceived her, fhe ought only ta,

€ blame herfelf? - She added, * that e
“ wiflved him @emarry Madame Des Roches,
« if‘
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« if the conld make him happy ;” but when
the faid this, an involuntary tear feemed to

 contradiét the generofity of her fentiments.

- ¥ beg your pardon, my dear, but my -
. efteem for. yomr brother is greatly leflened;

I cannot help fearing there is fomething .in
the report, -and that this is what Mss.

Melmoth meant when fhe mennoned his
havmgan attachment.

I fhall begin to hate the whole fex, Lucy, ”
- if I find: your brother unworthy,.-and -fhall
. give Fitzgerald his difmiffion- 1mmedmcly‘

I am afraxd Mrs. Melmoth knows mcn

‘better than we foolifh girls do : fhe faid, he

artached himfelf to Emily meerly from
vanity, and I beg1n to believe ihe was

_right:. how cruel is this -condu&! The

man who' from vanity, or perhaps only to
amufe -an idle hour, can appear to be at-

tachcd where he is not, and by that means

feduce
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feduce the heart of 2 deferviiig ‘woman, or
indeed of any woman, falls in my opinion
- very -litle fhort in bafenefs of him who
pradtifes a greatcr degree of feduction.

What right has he to make the moft
amiable of women wretched ?. a woman who
.would | have .deferved .him -had he been
monarch of the univerfal world! I might
add, who has facrificed eafe and. aﬁluence to
ber. tcrl\<k>rnefs for him?

- You will excufe my warmth on fuch an
: 'mﬁon however, ag it may gtveyoa pam,
I Wlll fay nd more. -

L Adxeu' .
Yon: fauhful
Y
oo A anuon.
Y v i S le e S
HEES LET-
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'L EJF T E R LXXIV.
To Mil§ R1vErs, Clarges Street.
Kamﬁmﬂ&as,'Mérrch 12,

}' - e met with fomething, my d'earvLucy,
~ +-aich has given me infinite uneafinefs ;

» B -c.me Des Roches, from my extreme zeal’

to {erve ber in an affair wherein fhe has beea
hardi ufed, from my fecond vifir, and a
certain involuntary attention, and {oftnefs of

- mapner | have 0 all women, has fuppofed

me in love with her, and wath a. frasknefs

I cannot but admire, and a dehcacy not to
be defcribed, has let me knowd am far from

being indifferent 10 hez.

T was at firft extremefy embarraﬂ'ed but
when I'had refleéted 2 moment, I confidered
that the ladies, though anether may be the
ObjC& alwaysregard witha kmd of compla-

0 eency
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¢ency 2 man who Jywves, as one who acknow-

ledges. the power of the fex, whereas an
indifferentis akind of rebelto their empire;
* Iconfidered alfo that the confeffion of a pri-
or inclination faves the moft delicate vanity
- from being wounded ; and therefore deter-
mined to make her the confidante of my tens.
dérnefs for Emily ; leaving her 4n ‘opening
to fuppofe that, if my heart had beeti difen-

gaged, it could mot have efcaped her at-

traltions.

I did this- with all poflible precaution,
and with- every foftening friéndthip and po--
litenefs could fuggeft; fhe was fhocked at'

my confeflion, but foon recovered herfelf
enough- to tell’ me the was highly flattered

by this proof of my confidence’ and efteem;”

that the-believed me a man 1o have only
the more refped for awoman who by own-
ing her partiality had told me the confider-

ed mc nononly as the moﬁ amiable, but the‘

moﬁ noblc of my fex; that fhe had heard,’

.rJ... ‘

no

.
Bl
L
v
L
§

p— %’?Q??“
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no love was fo tender as that which was-
the child of friendthip ; but- that'of this
fhe was:convinced, that no friendthip was
fo ténder as that “which was the child’ of
- loves mr{he oﬁ'ereéx me this tcndcr, this
lively friendfhip, and would for the furure
find tier happinefs in the conﬁderanon of
riine, :

Do you know, my dear, that, fince this
confeflion, I feel a kind of tendernefs for
her, to which I cannot give a name? Itis
not love ; for I love, I idolize another ;' but
it is fofter and more pleafing, as well as

-more animated, than friendthip.

* You cannot conceive what pleafure I find
~ in her converfation; the has an admirable
underftanding, a feeling heart, and a mix-
ture of foftaefs and {pirit' in her maaner,
which is peculiarly pleafing to men: My
Emily - will love her; I muft - bring
them acquamted the promifes to come to"
1 Qlebec
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Quebec in May ; I fhall be happy to ihew .

ber évery auention when there. © - - -

I have feen the lands, and am pleafed with
them : I believe this will be my refidence,
if Emily, as I cannot .avoid hoping, will

make me happy ; I thall declare myfelf as |

foon asI rewrn, but muft continue here a
few dayslonger : I fhall not be lefs pleafed
with this fituation for its being fo near Ma-
dame Des Roches, in whom Emily. will
find a.friend worthy of her efteem, and
an entertaining “hvely companion.

Adieu, my dear Lucy!

Your affe@ionate

ED RIVERS.

vhavc fixed ‘on the lovelieft fpot on

earth, on which to bmld a Houfe for
- my mother: do I not expe too
. much in fancying the will follow me |

“hither?

LET- -
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LETTER LEXXVL
. To Mifs R_n}}nns, Clarges Streets

Silleri, March 13.

TILL with Madame Des Roches ; ap-
pearances are rather againft him, you
‘muft own, Lucy: but I will not fay alI
think to yous Poor Emily! we difpute
comtinually, for the will perfift in defendipg
his condu&; fhe fays, he has a right to
marry whoever he pleafes; that her lova
ing him is no tie upon his henor, efpecnally
“ as he does not even know of this prefer- .
ence ; that the ought only to blame the
weaknefs of her own heart, which has be-
trayed her into a falfe belief that their ten-
dernefs was mutual : this is prety talking,
but he has done every-thing to convince her
of his feeling the ftrongeft paflion for her,
- except making a formal declaration. |

5 . - She
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Shc -tglks of returmng to Eugxand the
modhent tHe ‘Tiver-is open’: mdeed if your
brother marries, it is the only ftep left her
to take. ‘Talmoft with now the had married
Sir George : fhe would have- had all the
doutesrs of ma.mage and as to love, T be-
gt o “think ren incapable of f‘eelfng
fome of them ¢an jndeed ralk: welt on th

- fubjed; by; felf-intereft and yanity' ate thc
real paﬁlons of thexr fouls. I deteft the
' wholc‘fcx.

S v e T, - AdlCUs N .

A FER\{OR.

oo

Vou.l. ~ F © LET-
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-

’?LE"T"T-'E’R iXXXVn.-

-To thc Earl Of smsiimy’

My Lord, .
- Sifléri, Muateh 13.
1 GENERALLY diftruft sy owm opi-
nion when it differs from your Lord-

- fhip’s; but in this inftance ¥ ath rooft cer-

ainly in the right: allow et fay, no-

" thing can be more ill- Judged than’ your

Lordthip’s defign of retiring into a fmall
circle, from that world of which you have

_fo loag been one of the moft brilliant orna-

ments., What you fay of the difagregble-
nefs of age, is by no means applicae?c
your Lordfhip; nothing is i this refpe

. {o fallible as the parith regifter. Why

fhould. any man retire from fociety whilft
he is capable of contributing to the pleafyres

“of it? Wit, vivacity, good-nature, and po- -
- litenefs, give an eternal youth, s ftupidity

4 . - add
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and morofenefs a premature old age. With-
out a thoufandth part of yourLordthip’s
ﬂunmg qualities, I think myfelf much young-
er than half the boys about me, meerly
bccaufe I have more good-nature, and a
ftronger defire of pleafing. .-

* . My daughter is much honored by your
Lordthip’s enquiries: fhe is Bell Fermor
ftill; but is addrefled by a. gentleman who
is extremely agreable to me, and I believe
not kefs fo to her; I however knowtoo well

the free {pirit of woman, of which fhe has |

. her full fhare, to let Bell know I approve
her choice; 1 am even in doubt whether it
would not be good policy to feem to diflike
- the magch, in order to fecure her confent:
there is fomething very pleafing to a young
girl,*in oppofing the will of her father.

To fpeak truth, I am a litde our of humor
with her at prefent, for having contributed,
and I believe entirely from a fpiric of op-

k2 pofition



;j,.‘;"o"o THE. HISTO:RY‘;: OF

pofition to me, to break a match on whichI
had extremely fet my heart; ¢he lady was
the daughter of my particular friend, and
one of the moft Igyety and deferving women
1 ever knew : the gentleman very worthy,
with an agreable, indeed a very handfome
perfon and a fortune which with thofe who
Lknow the world, would have compenfazed
1or mc want of moﬁ other advantages.

L o,
g T P

i lady, - after an cngagcmcnt of

oo y‘, took a whim that there was no . -
‘ ]xappmcfs in marriage without being madly
- in love, -and tlm}m_’_r_puaﬂj‘g n was_not fuffi-——
" ciently romantic; in which piece of folly

. my. rebel encouraged , and the affair

broke off in a manner ‘which has brought :

ou her the imputatien of having given way

to.an ldle prepofletlion in favor of anothcr ‘

: 'Yom- L’ord(hip will excufe my ta}king on

- a fubje& very néar my-heart, though unin-

terefting to you; 1 have too often expe-
o2 - _ rienced -



o
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rienced your Lordfhip’s indulgence to doubt
it on this occafion : your good-natured phi-
lofophy will tell you, much fewer people
talk or write to amufe or inform their
friends, than to give way to the feelings of
their own hcarts, or indulge ‘the governmfr
paflion of the moment. - "

CRTECE ST

In my next, I will endeavorin the beft-
manner I can, to obey your Lord{hip’s com-
mands in regard to the political and religious
ftate of Camada:” I will make a point of
getring the beft information poffible 5 what
—Tiaveyer xecn, hias been only the ,urfacc. B

1

I have the, honor to be,
’\‘Iy Lord,
~ Your Lordﬂnp s &c.

WiLriam FrrMmor.

F3 LET-
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L E T T ER LXXXVIII

 To Mifs RIVERS, Clarges Street.

Silleri, March 16, Monday.

" OUR brother is come back ; and has

) been here: he came after dmner yel-
terday. My mely is more than woman ;
~Tam proud of her behaviour : he entereé )

~ with his ufual impatient air ; fhe received
him with a dignity which iﬂmﬂhﬂd me,

| and difconcerted him : -there was a cool dif-
pafficnare indifference in her whole manaer,
which I faw cut his vanity.to the quick,
and for which he wasbyro méans prepared.

On futh an occafion I fhould hayeé:flirted
violently with - fome other map, and have
fhewed plainly I was piqued :- fhe _]udgcd »
much better; I have only to with it may
laft. He is the verieft coquet in nature,
for, after all, I amconvirced he loves Emily.

He
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He ftayed a very little time, and has. not
been here this morning ; he may pout if he.
pleafes, but I flatter myfelf we fhall hold.
out the longeft.

‘ Nine o’dock,.
He came to dine; we kept up our ftare
all dinner time; he begged a moment’s con-
verfation, which wg refafed;, but with a
timid air that makes me begin to fear we:
thall beat a parley : he isthis moment gone,
~and Emily retired to her apartment on
pretence of indifpofition : I am afraid the
is a foolifh girl.

Half hour after ﬁxr

t will not do, Lucy 1 found her in tears.
at the window, following Rivers’s carriole
with her eyes: fhe turped to me with fuch.
a quk-——-m thart, my d,ear,,

\
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.% The weak, the fond, the fool, the
% coward woman”

has prevailed over all her refolution:: her
love is only the more violent for having been’
a moment reftrained ; the is not equal to'the’
tafk the has undertaken; her refentment
was concealed tendernefs, and has retaken
: _xts ﬂrﬁ form - _—

‘ I am forry to find there is not one wife
woman in the world but }xlyfelf

S~

Paﬁ ten,

I have'been with her aga,m fhe feemed

_a little calmer; Icommended her fpirit; fhe
difavowed it; was peevith with me, angry
with herfelf ; faid the had ad&ed in a man-
_ ner unworthy her chara&er ; accufed her-.
felf of caprice, artifice, and cruelty ; faid
fhe ought to havc feen him, if net alone,
yet with me only: that it was natural he.
fhould. be furpnzcd at a reception fo incon-
© filtent



o
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: ﬁﬁent with true friendthip, and me;rcfoxc

that he thould wifh an explanation; that ber

Rivers (and why not Madame Des Réches’s
-+ Rivers?) was. incapable of a&ing otherwife

than as became the beft and moft tender of
mankind, and that therefare'the ought not -
~to have fuffered a whifper injurious to his

" honor: that I had mecant well, but: ‘had, by
depriving her of Rivers’s friendthip, Whrgh
the had loft by herhaughty behaviour, dé-
ﬁroycd all the happmcfs of her life. -

To be fure, your poor Bcll if dlways to

blame : but if ever lintermeddle between

lovers again, Luc‘y._»v ' _ -

Iam fure the was ten tiines more angry
‘with him than I was, but this it is to be too
warm in the intereft of our friends.

Adieu! till to-morrow..

Yours,

. A. FeryOR.
s Ican
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I can only fay, that if Fitzgerald had vifi-
_ted a handfome rich French widow, and ftaid
with her ten days #éte & #éte in the country,
without my permiffion—

O Heavens! here is mon cher pere: 1 -
muft hide my letter.

E Bon_feir.

T é

L ETTE R ‘LEXXV.
To Mifs R 1vER s, Clarges Street.

S~
Qxebec, March 6,

C AN NOT account, my dear, for what
has happened to me. I left Madame Des -
Roches’sfull of the warm impatience of love,
ew to my Emily at Silleri: Iwas re-

ceived with a difdainful coldnefs which I -

~ did not think had been in her nature, and
which hasfhocked me beyond all expreffion.
, . I'went
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T weat again to-day,.and met with the-
fame reception; I even faw my prefence-

was painful to her, therefore fhortened my
vifit, and, if I have refolution to:-perfevers,

will not go again till invited by Captain-

Fermor in form..

| - I could bear any thing-but: ‘to lbfé e
“affeftion ; my whole heart was fet.upon her :-

L'had évery reafon to believe Imyfelf dear-
toher. Can caprice find a place in that be-
fom which is the abode of every Wirtue?.

1 muft have been- mifreprefented to-her;.
or furely this could not “have happened :-

I will wait to-merrow, and if I hear nothing
will write to her; and afk an explanation by
letter; the refufed me a verbal one to-day,
though I begged to fpeak with her caly for
‘2 moment.

Fé ' - ’Fhave :
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T uefday,

—

I have been afked o a little riding party,
and, as I cannot go to Silleri, have accepted
Atz it will amufe my prefent anxiety.

1 am to drive- Madamoifelle Clairaut, a
" very pretty French lady: this is however
of no confequence, for my eyes fee nothmg
lovely but Emily.
WAdieu!

R Your affe&tionate

- Ep. RIVERS.

LET-
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LETTER XC
“To Mifs Rivers, .Clarges Street. -

Silleri, Wednefday morning.

P OOR/(mely is to meet with perpetual

mortification : we have been carrioling
with Fttzgerald and my father ; and, com-
ing back, met ybour brother driving Made-
moifelle Clairaut : Emily trembled, turned
pale, and fcarce returned Rivers’s bow ;
I never faw a poor little girl fo in love; the
is amazingly altered within the laft fortnight.

Two o’clock.

A lewter from Mrs. Melmoth: I fend ’

you a copy of it with this.
Adieu! '

Yours,

A.FErMoOR.

LET-

6
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LETTZER XL
To Mifs MoNTAGUE, a Sileri.
Montreal, March 1q.

P you are not abfolutely refolved on de-

ftrution, my dear Emily, it is yet in your
power to taneve the falfe ﬁep you hae_
made

- Sir George whofe guod-nmre is in thm '
inftance almaft m.thonl;l:?j\lﬁ/has been
prevailed on by Mr. Melmoth to confen: ]
fhould write to you before he leaves Mon-

treal, and again offer you his hand, though

rejeéted in a manner fo very mortifying both
to vanity and love.

He gives you a fortﬁight 'to confider his
offer, at the end of which if you refufe him

. ~he fetsout for England over the lakes.
o Be
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Be affured, the man for whom it is too
plain you have afted this imprudent part,
~ is {o far from returning your affettion, that

" heisat this moment addrefling another;'1

mean Madame Des Roches, -a near relation
of whefe affured me that' there was an
attachment between them: indeed it is im-
poffible he could have thought of 2 woman
whofe fortune is as fmall as his owa. Men,
Mifs Moatague, are not the romantic beings
you feem to fuppofe them ; you will not find
- many Sir George Claytons.

I beg as early an anfwer as is confiftent

with the attention fo important a propofal

qx_xjts, asa campliment to a paflion fo ge-
nerous” and " difinterefted - as that of Sn“
George. I am, my dear Exmly,

Your a&'e&:onatc friend,
E. MeLmoTH,

LET- =
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i
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LETTER XCIL
To Mrs. MzLﬁgorH; at Montrcég\%»

Silleri, March 19.

’ I AM forry, my dear Madam, you thould
A know fo little of my heart,. as to fup-
pofe it poflible I could have broke my en-
_gagements with Sir George from any motive

- but the full convi@ion of my wantipg that
~ tender affe@ion for him, and that lively tafte
for his converfation, which alone could have
enfared either his felicity or my own;
happy is it for both that I difcovered this
before it was too late: it was a very un-

. Pleafing circumftance, even under an in-
tention only. of marrying him, to find my
friendfhip ftronger for another ; whar then
would it have'been under the moft facred of
élI cng’agemcnts, that of marriage? What

Wretch~ _
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Wretchednefs would have been the portion’

of both, had  timidity; decorum, or falfe
honor, carried me, with this partiality in
my heart, to fulfill thofe views, entered into

from compliance to my family, and conrinued
from a falfe idea of propriety, and weak
fear of the cenfures of the world ?

- The fame reafon thcreforc ﬁill {ubﬁﬁmg,
nay being every moment ftronger, froma
fuller convi&ion of the merit of him my

heart prefers, in fpite of me, to Sir George, =~

ogr/umon is more impoffible than ever.

Iam howcvcr obhgcd t\o,you, and Ma‘;of~ o
Melmoth, for your zeal to ferve me, thongh®

~ you muft permit me to call it a miftaken
~one; and to Sir Georgey for a congceffion
which I own I fhould not have made in his

fituation, and which I can only Tuppéfe the

effet of Major Melmoth’s perfuafions,

which he might fuppofe were known to |

me, and an imagisation that my-fentiments

., |

for

FL kool BRI

DI AT s B Lot
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for him were changed: affure him of my
efteem, though love is not in my power.

As Colonel Rivers mever gave me the
remoteft reafon to fuppofe him more than
my friend, I have not the leaft right to
difapprove his marrying: on the com'rary, ‘
as his friend, I ought to with a connexion
which 1 am told is greatly to his ad-
vantage.

To prevent all future importunity, pain-
ful to me, and, all circumdtances confidered,
degradmg to Sir George, whofe honor is
‘very dear to me, though I am obliged to
‘zefufe him.that hand which he farely can-
not with tg receive withous my heart, I am
compelled to -fay, that, withowt an idea of
ever being united to Colonel Rivers, I will
vever marry any other man.

Were I never again to bebiold lum, were
 heeven the hu{band of apother, my tepder-

nefs,
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nefs, a tendernefs as innocent as it is llVCIY;
would never ceafe : nor would I give up the
refined delight of loving him, independently
of any hope of being bclovcd for any ad-

vantage in the power of fortune to beftow. -

Thefe being my fentiments, fentiments
which no .time can alter, they cannot be
too foon known to Sir Gemge I would
not one hour keep him in fufpence in a
point, which this ftep feems. to fay is of
confequence to his happinefs.

Telt him, Temteat hlm to forgetme, and
to come into views which will make his
mother, and I have no doubt himfelf, hap-
pier than a marriage with a woman whofe
chief -merit is that very fincerity of heart
which- obhges her to refufe him.

1 am, Madam,"

- Your affeftionate, &c.
EMiLY MONTAGUE,
LET-
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LETTE R XCIL

To Mifs Rivers, Clarges Street.
P | ,
4 Silleri, Thurfday.

OUR brother dines here to-day, by
my father’s invitation ; I am afraid it
will be but an awkward party.

Emily is at this moment an _ exceeding
fine model for 2 ﬁa{uc of tendér melan-
choly.

Her anger is gone not a trace remaining;
*tis forrow, but the moft beautiful forrow
I ever beheld: the is all grief for havmg
. oﬂ'cnded the dear man.

L I‘,am out of ‘patience with this look ; it
is fo flattering- to him, I could beat her for
‘ . it
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: T cannot bear his: ‘vanity thould be fo
granﬁed. ‘

1 wanted her to” treat hini with a fau-
cy, unconcerned, flippant air ; but her
whole appearance is gentle, tender, I had

almoft faid, fupplicating : I am athamed of -

the folly of my own fex: O, that I could
to-day infpire her with a little of my fpirit!
the is a poor tame houfehold dove, and
there is no making any thing of her.

Eleven 'd’cioc'k;

“ Formy {hepherd is kmd and my heart is
- “at eafc » ,

What fools‘;women ~arc, Lucy! He took
her hand, exprefled concern for her health,

foftened the tone of his voice, looked a few .
~ divil thmgs wnth thofe cxprcﬂivc Iymg eyes

of

o
f
i



118 THE HISTORY OF

“ of his, and withoutone word of .explanation
all was forgot in a moment.

~ Good night! :Yoﬁ‘

A. FerMor,

Heavens ! the fellow is here, has followed
me w my drefling-room; was ever any
zhing fo confident? Thefe modeft men have
ten times the affurance of your impudent
fellows. I believe abfolutely he is going
. to make love ‘to me: ’tis a critical hour, -
Lucy ; and to rob one’s friend of a lover is
 really a temspations '

——

T we}vé o’clock.

The dear man is gone, and has made all
up: he infited on my explaining the
reafons of the cold reception he had met
with ; which you know was impoflible,

: Wlthout
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withote "berMiﬁg the fecrer of poot

Emily’s little foolifh heart.

1 howevcr contrlved to let hun know we
Were a litdle piqued at his goxng without
feeing us, and that we were fomething
inclined to be jealous of his friend/bip for

Madame Des ROchcs.

He made a pretty decent defence; and,

 theuph I&doh’t abfolutcly acquit him.of co- .

- quetry, yet upon the whole I think I for-
|- gwch:m

Hc,;}o%*s Emily, which 4s gteat merit
withme: I am only forry they are two fuch
poor“devils, it is next ‘to ‘impoflible ‘they
- thould ever come together.

I think Iam not a{;gry new ; ; asto Emily,
her-eyes dance with pleafure fhe has not
thc fame countenancc asin thc mormng,

thxs

s T

g T
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" this love is the ﬁaeﬁ cefmetmk in the
World ‘ o o (i_ ‘T PR
After all, heis a charmmg fellow, and
has eyes, Lucy — Heaven be praifed, he
never pointed their fire - at me' -

~ Adieu! 'I,wi_ll try to fleeps *
T

ahie

A. Fzgxon.

LETTER XCV
To Mifs RIVEgs, Clargeé Streets

Quebec, ‘March 20.

o T HE coldnefs of which I complained,
my dear Lucy, in regard to Emily,

was the moft flattering circamftance which
-could have happened : I will ngt fay it was
i the
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the effeét of jealoufy, but it certainly was of

a delicacy of affedion which cxtrancly
refembles it.

Never did the appear fo lovely as yefters ™

day; never did fhe difplay fuch variety of
lovelinefs : there was a fomething in her
look, when I firft addrefled her on entering
the room, touching beyond all words, a
certain  inexpreflible melting languor, a
dying foftnefs, which it was not in man to

fce nnmoved : what then muft a lover have
felt?

I had the pleafare, after having been in

the room a few moments, to fce this charm-
_ ing languor change to a joy which animated
her whole form, and of which I was {o hap-
Py as to believe myfelf the caufe: my eyes
had ‘told her all that pafled in my heart;
hers had fhewed me plainly they undere
. flood their languagé. We were ftanding

at a window at fome lirtle diftance from the
Vor. Il G

. relt

3

-

T

! -
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reft of the company, when I took an oppor-
tunity, of hinting my concern at having,
though without knowing it, offendedvher:
the blufhed, fhe looked down, fhe again
raifed her lovely eyes, they met mine, the
fighed; I took her :hand, the withdrew it,
but not in anger ; a; ﬁmle, like that of the
poet s Hebe, told me I was forgiven. = -

- There is no-defcribing what then pafled

in my foul : with what difficulty did I re-

ftrain my tranfports! never before did I

really know love : what I had hitherto felt’
even for her, was cold to that enchanting,
that impaflioned moment.

Sheisa thbufand times dearer to me than
life : my Lucy, 1 cannot live Wlthout her.

I qontnved before T left lelen, to fpeak

to Bell Fermor on the fubje& of Emily’s

- reception of mej; fhe did not fully explain

* herfelf, but fhe convinced me hatred had no
\part in her refentment, ~
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Tam going again this afternoon: every
hour not pafled with her is loft.

I will :feék a favorable occafion of tel-
ling her-the whole happinefs of my life
Y dcpends on her tendcrnefs.

“Before I write agam, my fate will poﬂi- ‘

" bly be determined: with every reafon to
hope, the timidity infeparable from love
makes me dread a full explanation of my

- fentiments : if her native foftnefs fhonld
have deceived me—but I wxll not ftudy 1o

~ be unhappy.

-Adieu !
Your affetionate

Ep. Rivers.

G2 - LET:
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LETTER XCV.

To Mifs Rivers, Clarges Street.

Sillen,'Man:h 20, \

I HAVE been teﬁmg Fitzgerald 1 am

jealous of his prodigious attention to
mely, whefe cecifbeo he has been the laft
ten days: thefrmpleton took me feriouily,
and began to vindicate himfelf, by explain-
mg the natufe of his regard for her, plead-
- ing-her late indifpofition as an excufe for
fhewing her fome extraordinary civilities.

I let him harangue ten minutes, then
ftops me him fhor, pu:son my poetical
face, and repeats, '

¢¢ When fwect Emily complains,
4¢ | have fenfe of all her pains;
- ¢¢ But for litde Bella, T’ ’
& Do not only grieve, but die.” .
. co ; - -He
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Wy

He fmiled, kxﬁ'ed my hand,’ pranfed my
amazing penetranon, and was going to take
this opportunity of faying a thoufand civil
things, when my divine Rivers appeared op
the fide of the hill ; Iflew to meet him, and
left my love w ﬁmﬂ:thc converfanon alone..

3 4 \

L Twelve o’clock.

Tam the happleﬂ: of all poflible women ;:
Fitzgerald is in the ‘fullens about your
brother ; furely there is no pleafure in na-
ture equal to that of plaguing a fellow
‘who really loves one, efpecially if he has.
as much merit as Fitzgerald, for otherwife
he would not be worth tormenting. He-
had better not pout with me: I belicve E
know who will be tired firft..

Eight in the evemng.

I have pa.ﬂ'ed a moft dehcnous day: Fitz-
gerald took it into his wife head to endea--

G 3. - yor

A

o
¥
-~
:
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vor to make me jealous of a little pert
French-woman, the wife of a Croix de St.
~ Louis, whoI know he defpifes; I then
thought myfelf at full liberty to play offall
‘my airs, which I did with: ineffable fuccefs,
and have fent him home in a humor to hang
himfelf.. Your brother ftays the evening, fo
does a very . handfome fellow I have been
flirting with all the day : Fitz was engaged
here too, but I told. him it was 1mpoﬂible
* for him not to attend Madame La Broffe to
- .- Quebec; he looked at me with a fpite in
- his countenance which charmtd\.?: to the
' foul; and handed the fairlady o his car-
riole. . z

: I’H teach bim to coquet, Lucy; let him
~ take his' Madame La Broffe: indeed, as
her hufband is at Montreal; I don’t fee how
~ Je can avoid purfuing his conqueft : I am
dehghted, bcalufe 1 know the is his aver-
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Errvlil‘y calls me to cards. Adieu! my
dear litde Lucy. :

A.FERMOR.

'LETTER XCVL

To Colonel vax-:ns, at Quebec.

Pa.ll Mall January 3.
I HAVE but a moment; my ‘dear Ned

to tell you, that without fo much s

afking your leave, and in fpite of all )mu
wife admonitions, your lovely fifter his

this morning confented to make me tic

happieft of mankiad: to-morrow gives me

‘all that is excellent and charmmg in wo-
.man

" You are to look on m} writing this let-

_ter as the ftrongeft proof I ever did, or

G 4 .ever l

gL e T

W
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ever can” give you of my -friendfhip. 1
‘muft love you with no common affe@ién
to remember at. this moment that there is
fuch a man in being: perhaps you owe
‘this recolle&tion only to your being brother

1o thé lovelieft- woman nature ever formed ;

whofe charms in 2 month have done more vl
towards my converfion than feven years o’f’ -2
’your preaching would have done. I am.
going back to.Clarges Street.  Adieu !

Yours, &c.

. Jonn TempLz.

L ETT E R XCVII
To Coloncl var:ns, at Qqcbec

- Clarges Street, January 3.b :

B IAM afraid you knew very little of the- -

fex, my dear brother, when you cau- -
_tioned me fo ftrongly agamﬁ loving M.
| Temple :
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Temple: 1 fhould per’éaps, with all his
‘merit, have never thought of him but fo:: g
that caution. -

_ .T:here-is fometbing very 'iﬁtercﬁing o
femalé¢ curiofity in the idea of thefe very

formidable men, whom no woman can.fee
% without danger; we gaze on the terrible
" creature at a diftance,. fee nothing in him
fo very alarming ; he approachcs, our lizde
hearts palpitate with fear, he is gentle, at- -
tentive, refpe&ful; we are furprized at-
this refpe&, we are fure the world wrongs -

the deéar civil creature ; hé flatters, we are -
pleafed with his flattery ; .our litke hearts

il palpitate—but not with fear.
In {hoft,’;my dear broih'er, if you with to.
ferve a friend with us, defcribe him as the.

~ moft dangerous of his fex ; the very idea.-

that he is fo, makes us think refiltance

vain, and wethrow down our defenfive armaz- '

i abfolute defpair.
. £

G5  Iam

}
v
v
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1 am not fure this is the reafon of my
difcovering Mr. Temple to be the moft
amiable of men; but of this I am certain, -
that T love him with the moft lively affec-

. tion, and that I am convinced, notwithftand-
ing all you have- faid, that he deferves aH

“my tendernefs.

" Indeed, my dear prudent brasher, you
men fancy yourfelves extremely wife and -
penetrating, but you don’t know each

~ other half fo well as we know you: I fhall
... make Temple in a few weeks as tame a
domeftic animal as you can poiﬁbly bc,

even with your Emily.

T hope you won’t -be-very angry with

me for accepting an agreable fellow, and

acoach and fix: if you are, I can only fay,
that finding the-dear—man—freal every-day——
upon my heart, and recolledting how very -
dangerous a creature he was, :
: “ I held
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¢ I held it both fafeft and beft
“ To marry, for fcar you fhould chldc

. Adieu!

You'r affe&xonate, &ec. |

LUCY Rtvm Se

Pleafe to obferve, mamma ‘was on Mr.
Temple’s fide, and that I only take him
~ from obedience to her commands. He has
behaved like an angel to her; butT leave
himfelf to explain how: the has promifed
w0 live with us. We are going a party to
Richmond, and only wait for Mr. Temple..

With all my pertnefs, I tremble at the
. idea that to-morrow will determine the .
happmcfs or mifery of my life.

= B M«Aé;eu‘,«my‘deazeﬁ hrmhfr

G6 LET-

———————— -

[
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LETT E R XCVIL
'\’Tlobjoim' TemrLE, Efg; Pall Mall.

" Quebec, March 21.

WERE I convinced of your conyer-
fion, my dear Jack, I fhouldbe the
. happieft man breatliing in the thought of
your marrying my filter; but Itremble left
this refolation fhould be the effe& of paf-

fon merely, and not of that fettled efteem

and tender confidence without which mu-
tual repentance will be the neceffary con-
fequence-of your connexion.

Lucy is one of the moft beautiful -wo- -

men I ever knew, but fhe has merits of a
much fuperior kind; her underftanding and

MMQ& alfoa

fenfibility which exceedlngly alarms me for
her, as I know it is mext torimpoflible that

L : even:

<
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~ even her charms can fix a heart fo long ac
' cuﬁomcd to change

Do I\ not guefs too tf\;ly, my dear Tern-
ple, when } fuppofe the charming miftrefs
is'the only ebjet youhavein view; and

that the tender amiable ¥riend, the plcaﬁng, _
' compamon,. the fanhful conﬁdanté, st

forgot ¥

I 'wilt not however anmticipate evils: if

~ any merit has power to fix you, Lucy’s can-

- not fail of doing it. -
I expe& with xmpa;iencc a farther ac-
count of an event in which my happmefs is

fo extremely interefted.

IF fhe is yours, may you know her valuey

and you cannot fail of being happy : T on~

_ly fear from your long habit of improper
attachments ; ; naturally, I know not a heart

ﬁlled with nobler fentiments than yours, -

nor
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. not is there on earth a man for whom I have
equal efteem. Adien .

Your affedtionate _
- Ep. Rivers.

2

LETTER XX
: Tos Joun. TeMPLE,, Efg; Pall Mall.

(@ebec, March 23.

. I HAVE recelved your -fecond letter,

my. dear Temple, with.the actount of
your marrnage.

Nothing could make me fo happy asan
event which unites a-fifter I'idolize to the
friend on earth moft dear to me, did I not
tremble for your future happipefs,, from,
my perfec knowledge of both. -

‘I'k‘m}‘r :
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I know tlie fenfibility of Lucy’s temper,.
and that fhe loves you: Iknow alfo the:
- difficulty of weaning the heart from fuch a
Kabit of inconftancy as you have unhappxly

acquxrcd

Vu‘tues like I;ucy s will> for ever commamf
your efteem and friendthip; but i mar~
- riage it is equally neceflary to Keep love

alive: her beauty, her gaiety, her deli-

cacy, will do much ; but it is alfo neceffary,
my deareft Temple, that you keep a guard:
- on- your- heart, accuftomed’ to Tiberty, to
give way to every h‘;gt xmpreﬂion. .

-~ .

I' need not tell you, who have experi-

enced the truth of 'what I fay, that happi-

nefs is not to be found in a life of intrigue;
there is no real pleafure in the poffeffion of*
beauty without the heart; with it, the fears,
the anxieties, a man not-abfolutely deftitute
ef humamty muft feel for thie homor of her
: “who

LA
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* who ventures more than life for him, nuft
cxtrcmely- couaterbalance bis traufperm. '

Of all the ﬁtua.nons this world a&'ords, a.
marriage of choice gives the faireft profped
of happinefs; ‘without love, fife. would be
“a taftelefs void; an. unconne&ed human
being is the moft wretched of all creatures:
by love T would be underftood to mean
. that tender lively friendthip, that mixed fcn-
" fation, which the libertine never felt; and
- with which I flater myfelf my amiable fifter
-cannot fail of ‘infpiring a heart naturally

virtuous, however at prefent warped by a.

foolith compliance with- the world.

1 hope, my dear Templ.e to fee you re-
cover your tafte for thofe’ pleafures pecu~
llarIy fitted to our natures; to fee you en-
 joy the pure delights of peaceful domeftic
life, the calm focial cvemng hour; the circle
of friends, the prarding offspring; and. the
- tender impaffioned {mile of real bve.

Your
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Your generofity is no more than I expe&-

ed from your chara&er ; and to convince you °

‘of my perfe&t efteem, I fo far accept it, as

to draw out the money I have in the funds,

~ which I intended for my fifter : it will make

‘my fettlement here turn to greater advan- .

tage, and I allow you the pleafure of con-
vincing Lucy of the perfe& difintereftednefs
of your affe&tion: it would be a trifle to you,
and will make me happy.

Bat Iam more delfeate in regard to my
mother, and will never confent to refume

the eftatg T have fettled on her: I efteem
- you above all markind, but will not let bsr

be dependent even on you: I confent the
vifit you as often as the ple'afcs, but infift
on ker continuing her houfe in town, and

living in every refpe as fhe has been ac-
cuftomed.

*
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. As to Lucy’s own litle forturmre,. as it is
.ot worth your receiving; fuppofe the lays -
t éut in jewels? I love to fee beauty
adorned ; and two thoufand pounds, added
to what you have given her, will fet her on
a footing in this refpec with a nabobefs.

- Your marriage, my dear Temple, removes
the ﬁrongcﬂ: objettion to-mine ; the money
T have in the funds, which whilft Lucy was
. unmarried I never would have taken, ena-
bles-me to fix to great advantage here.
I have now only to try whether Emily’s
friendfhip. for me is fufficiently ftrong to
give. up all hopes of a return to England.

T fhall make an immediate trial:" you

[ thall know the event in a few days. If fhe
refufes me, I bid adieu. to all my. fchemes,
attd embark in the firft thip..

Give
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Give my kindeft tendbtei’c‘ withes to my
- mother and fifter. My dear Temple, only

know the value.of the treafure you poflefs,. ..

and you\mnﬁ be happy. Adien k

¥Your aﬂ'c&mnate

Ep. RivErs.

LETTER G
 To the Earl of =

My Lord,
Silleri, March 24
bl OTHING. can be more juft than

your Lordihip’s obferv..non and. I

am the more pleafed with.it,. as it coincides
with what I had the honor of faying to you
in my laft, in. regard to thé impropriety,
the cruelty, T had almoft faid the injuftice,

, of
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- of your intention of deferting that world of

which you are at once the orazment and
&he example.

) Good péoplc, as. your Lerdfhip. obferves,
- are generally too retjired and abftradted to
Iet their example be of much fervice to the
world : whereas the bad on the: scontrary,
‘are -confpicuous to all; they ftand forth,
they appear on the fore ground of the pic-
ture, and force themfelves into obfervation.

*Tis to that circumf(tance, I am perfuaded,
we may attribute that dangerous and too
common miftake, that vice is natural to the
human heart, and virtuous charadters the
creatures of fanq ; a miftake ef the
" moft faral tendency, as it tends to harden
~ our hearts, and deftroy that mutual confi-

- dence fo neceflary to keep the bands of fo-
cxety from’ loofening, and without which
man xs the moft ferocxous of all bcaﬁ‘s of
P"CY

\Vouid :
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‘Would all thofe whofe virtaes like your
'Lordfhip’s are adorned by polntenefs and
knowkedge of the world, mix more in fo-
ciety, we fhould foon fee vice hide her head:
‘would all the good appear in full view, they

' .Would 1§ am convmced be found mﬁnltgj .

~ the majority.

~

Vimie is too lovely klto'be hid in cells, the
. world is her feene of action: fhe is foft,
gentle, indulgent; let her appear then in

Her own form, and the muft charm: let po-

litenefs be for ever her attendant, that po-
litenefs which can give graces even to vice
itfelf, which makes fuperiority eafy, re-
moves the fenfe of inferiority, and adds to

- every one’s enjoyment both of Himfelf and
mhers.

¢ ‘
1 am inte';ruptcd, and muft poftpone
till to-morrow what I have further to fay

4 0o
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t0 your Lordﬂnp. 1 have thc honor 1)

be, my Lord, ‘ - :
Your Lordihip’s, &c.

W. FERMOR.

LETTER CL
To ‘Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall

- Silleri, March 2.

OUR brothcr, my dear Lucy, has

made me happy in communicating to
methe account he has receivedof your mar-
- riage. 1 know Temple;  he is, befides
" being very handfome, a fine, fprighdy,
agreable fellow, and is particularly formed"
to keep a woman’s mind in that kind of
play, that gentle agitation, which will for
ever fecure her affetion.

He
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He has in' my opinion juft as much co-
quetry as is neceflary to prevent marriage

from dégenerating into that-fleepy kind of -
exiftence, which to minds of the awakened

turn of yours and mine would be ‘infup-
portable. -

He ‘has-alfo a fine fortune, which I hold
to be a pretty enough ingredient in mar-
riage. - ‘

In ihort, _‘he is juft fuch a man, upen
the whole, asI fhould have chofe for my-.

felf,

.Make my congratulations to the dear
man, .and tell him, if he is not.the happieft
@an in ‘the world, he will forfeit al his

pretenfions to tafte; and if he does not

make you the happieft woman, he forfeits

all title to my favor, as well as to the favor
of the whole fex. - ‘

I meant
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I meant to fay fomething civil; but, to
- tell you the truth, I am not ez #rain ; Iam
exceflively out of humor: Fitzgerald has
not been_ here of feveral days, but fpends
his whole time in gallanting Madame La.-
Brofle, a woman to whom he knows I have
an averﬁon, and who has nothing but a to-
lerablé complexion and a modeft aﬁ'urance
1o recommend her. .

1 Cclj_tainly gave him fome proyocation,

" but this i too'much: however, ’ts very -
well ; T don’t think I {hall break my heart,
though my vanity is a litde piqued. I may
perhaps live to take my revenge.

I am hurt, becaufe I began really
to like the creature; a fecret however to
which he'is bappily a ftranger. 1 fhall fee
~ him to-morrow at the governor’s, and fup-
pofe he will be in his penitentials: Ihave
fome: doubt whether I fhall let him dance
with
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with me ; yet it would look fo particular to

~refufe him, that I believe I fhall do him the

honor. .
Adieu! . ]
' Yom affeftionate ,
A. FE§L1912

2bth, Thukfday, 112t night.

l\o, Lucy, if I forgive him thls, I have

loft all'the free fpmt of woman; he had
the infolence to dance with Madame La
Broffe to-night at the governor’s. I néver
will forgive hxm There are men perhaps
quite his equal I—but ’tis no matter—I do
him too much honor to be piqued—yet on
_the footing We -were—I could not have
beheved-- :

Adien!

Yo,I. - H  Twas
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I was fo certain he would have danced
with: me, that I refufed Colonel H—, one
‘of the moft - agreable men in the place,
and therefore could not dance at all. .No-

xa‘thmg hurt me fo-much as the impertinent
ibb](s of the women; I could cry for ves-
auon. L

_ ,Would your brother have behaved thus

- to Emily ? but wh_y do I name other men
with your brother! do you know he- and

Emily had the good-nature -to- refufe to

- dance, that my fitting ftill might be the
lefs taken motice of! We all played at

cards, and Rivers contrived to be of my

party, by Wthh hewould have won Emily’s -

beart if he had not had it bcforc. '

‘ : Good night.

T oL

LET-
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LETTTETR CN
: b ¥

To Mfs. T EMPLE,  Pall Mally -

Quebec, March 2.

HAVE been twice at Silleri thh the

_intention of -declaring my paffion; and

explaining my fituation, to Emily; but
have been -prevented by company, which

“made it 1mpoﬁibie for me te ﬁnd the oppor-

, nimty I withed. -

Had I found that oppormmty, I am net

fure Iﬁlould have made ufe of 4t; a dcgree- '

of tumdnty is infeparable from true tender-
nefs; and Iam afraid of declaring myleif a
{over, left, if not beloved, I thould lofe the
happinefs I at prefent poﬂ'efs in vifiting her
- as her friend: I cannot give up the dear
dehghtl find in feeing her, in hearing her
voice, in tracing and admiring every fen-

timent of that lovely unaffe&ed gencrou;
mmdasxt rifes. -

H_2 In
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-
-~

T {hort, my Lucy,-1 cannot live withowt
her eftéem and - friendfhip ; and though her
cyes, her attention to me, her whole man-
aer, encourage me in the ‘hope+of bemg

beloved, yet the poﬁiblhty of ?ﬁy bemg ?

* miftaken makes me dread an explanation by

which 1 hazard lofing thc hvely pleafure I

"ﬁna in her fnendﬂ11

-~ This txmxdnty however nmuft be conquered;
*tis pardonable to feel it, but not to give

way to it. I have ordered- my carriole, -

and am determined to make my attack this

very morning like a man of courage and a

fold:er.
Adien ! ,
Your affe&tionate

‘Ep. va’nRs.

A letter ,




e
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A l_etter. from Bell Fermor, to whom I
wrote this morning on the fubjeft :

¢ Tg Colanel RivErs, at debec» C T

: Sillers, Fx:iday morning.
““Youarea foolith creature, and know
- ¢ nothing of women.. Dine at Silleri, and
“ we will air after dimner; ’tis a glorious
.4 day, and if you are timid in a covered
~. “ qarriole, I give you up.. :

"¢ Adien! 7

o

¢ Yours,

s A, FerMon,”

N
I

F;g LET.
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 LETTER CiL
" To Mss. TemeLE, Pall Mall.

Quebec, Ma{ch 27, I1atnight.

SHE isan angel, my dear Lucy, and no
7 words can do her juftice: I am the
‘happieft of mankind ; I painted my paffion
with all the moving eloquence of undiffem-
bled love; fhe heard me with the moft

~ flattering attention ; fhe faid little, but her

looks, her air, her tone of voice, her bluthes,
her -very filence—how could L &ver doubt
her tendernefs ¥ have not thofe lovely eyes

A thoufand times betraycd the dear fecret
of her heart ?

My Lucy, we were formed for each other;
.our fouls are of intelligence; every thought,
every idea— from the firft moment I beheld
her—I have a ‘thoufand things to fay, but
the tumalt of my joy——fhe bas given me

- : leave
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leave to write to her; what hasthe not faxd

in that permlﬁion’

I cannot go to bed ; T will gt; ‘and walk

an hour on the battery; *tis the lovelieft
night I ever beheld, even in Canada: tlre
-day. is fcarce brighter. -

.-

" T have had the fweeteft walk xmagmable
the moon fhines with a fplendor 1 never
faw before; a thoufand ftreatning meteors
‘add to- her brightefs 3} hiave floed-gazing
‘on the lovely planet, and «delighting: wy-
felf ‘with the idea.that tis the fame mooR
that lights my Emily.’

*Bood night, myLicy! T love you be-

wond' all.expreffion; I -always loved you
tenderly, but there is a foftnefs aboat my

‘heart to-mght-—-thls lovcly woman—
. B . ki gt

Hs I know

One in the monung.
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1 know not what I would fay, but uil
this night I could never be faid to live.
‘Adieu! Your affeftionate

Ep. Rivers.

LETTEZR CIW

To Mrs. TEmpLE, Pall Mall.

Quebec, 28th March.
HAD this morning a fhort billet from
her dear hand, entreating me to make -
up a quarret between Bell Fermor and her
lover: your friend has been indifcreet;
her {pirit of coquetry is eternally carrying
. her wrang ; but in my opinion- Fitzgerald

has becn at leaft equally to blame.

His behaviour at the governor’s on Thar{-
day night was inexcufable, as it expefed
_her to the fneers of a-whole circle of her
own {ex, many of them jealous of her per-

fe&ions. ;
A lover
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"~ Alover fhould overlook little caprices,
““Wwhere the heart is good and amiable like
“Bell’s: I fhould think myfelf particularly

obliged to bring this affair to an amicable

concluﬁon, even if Emily had not defired it,

as I was originally the innocent caufe -of

their quarrel.” In my opinion he ought to-

beg her pardon-; and, as a friend tenderly

interefted for both, I have a right to tell.

him I think fo: he loves her, and I know

muft fuffer greatly, though a foolith- pride

prevents his acknowledgmg i, -

My greateﬁ fear is, that an 1dlc refent--

ment may engage him in"an intrigue with
the kdy in queftion, who is a woman of

galantry, and whom he may. find very trou--
blefome hereafter. It is much  eafier to-
commence an aﬂlnr of this kind than to .-

break it off ;.and a man, thoug‘l his heast
- was dnfcngaged fhould be always on his

guard againft any thing like an attachment
where. his affe@tions are not really intereft-

Hgs. ed:

-
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ed: meer paflion or meer. vanity will fup-

port an affair en paflant; but; where: the

leaft degree: of conftancy and attention are

expedted, the heart muft feel, or the lover

is fubje&ing him{elf to a flavery as irkfome
~ asa marriage wu'hout mchnanon. "

Templc will *telt yo&l fpeak hke an’ oras
cle; for T have often feen him led by va-
nity into this’ very difagreable fituation:

1 hope I am not too late to fave F’tzgcrald
fxom it

" Six in the evening.

Ail goes Well : his proud heart is come
~ down, he has begged her pardon, and is for- -
" given; you have no idea liow civil both
. . are to me, for having perfuaded them
-“%_ %o do what each of them has longed to do
from the firlt moment: I love to advife,
when I am fure the heart of the perfon '
advxfed is on my fide.  Both were to blame,
but
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but I always love to fave the ladies from
any thing mortifying to-the dignity of their
chara&ers; a linle pride in love becomes
them, but not us; and ’tis always our part
to fubmit on.thefe occafions..

‘4'— ’
A

I never faw two happier people than
_they, are at prefent, as I have a little pre-
ferved. decorum on both fides, apd taken
the whole.trouble of "the reconciliation on.
myfelf: Bell knows nething of my having

. applied to Fitzgerald, nor he. that I did it

at Emily’s requeft: my converfation with
~ him on this fubje& feemed accidental. I
~ was obliged to leave them, having bufinefs
in town ; but my lovely Emily thanked me

by-a finile which would overpay a thoufand. -

‘ fﬁch httle fervices.

- . }am to fpend to-morrow- at Silleri: how-
'Ianglhall I think this evening!

Hée Aﬂieu!".‘

9
B

B

" f“"i:-' -,-I

o)
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Adicu! my tcn&ere& w:thcs attcn& you .

all !
Your aﬂ’e&:ouate

¢

- Ep. RivErs.

LETTETR CV.
"To Mrsf_ TEMPLE, Pall MiIl.*

* Silleri, March 27, evening.
ITZGERALD has been here, and -
has begged my pardon; he declares

he had no thought of difpleafing me at the
governor’s, but from my behaviour was
afraid of importuning me if he addreﬂ'ed ,
me as ufual. : :

I thonght who would come to firft; for

my part, if he had ftayed away for ever, I
would not have fuffered papa to invite him
to Silleri: it was eafy to fee his negle& was
all pique ; it would have been extraordi-
’ nary
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nary indeed if fuch a woman. as Madame
La Brofle conld have rivalled me: I, ;am
fomething younger ; and, if cither my glafs
or the men are to be behieved, as hand-
fome : entre nous, there is fome little dif-
ference ; if fhe was not fo very fair, fhe
would be abfolutety ugly; and thefe very
fair women, you know, Lﬁcy,‘ are' always
mﬁpxd fhe is the tafte of no man breath-
ing, though eternally making advances to
every man; without fpirit, fire, underftand-
- ing, vivacity, or any quality capable of ma-

king amends for the mediogrity of her
charms. - -

Her infolence m attempting to attach
Fitzgerald is intolerable, efpecially when
the whole province knows him to be my
lover : "there is no expreffing to what a
degree I hate her.

The next time we meet I hope to retarn
her impertinence on Thurfday night at the
gover-
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goveraor’s ;~ I will: never forgive Fitzges
" rald if he takes the leaft notice of her.

Emily has read my letter ; and fays fhe
did not think I had.fo.much of the woman
- in‘me ; infifts on my being civil to Madame
La Broﬁ'c, but if I:am, Lucy—

Thefe Frenchwomen are. not to be fup-
ported; they fancy vanity and affurance
are to make up for the want of every other
virtue ;. forgetting that delicacy, foftnefs,
fenfibility, tendernefs,. are attraltions to
which they are flrangers: fome of:them -
here are however tolerably handfome, and
have a degree of livelinefs which makes
them not quite infupportable.

You will call all this fpite, as EmHy does,
- fo 1 will fay no more: only that, in order
to fhew her how very eafy it is to be civil
t@ a rival, I withfor the pleafure of feeing

another
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another Frencli lady, that. I could: mamon,
at Qlebec ‘

Good night; my dear! tell Temple; E
am every thing but.in love with him..
. A\

Your faichful},

As FERMOR.

T will however-own, I encouraged Fitz+
gerald by a kind look. I was fo. .
pleafed at his return, thatI could mot: -
keep up the farce of difdain I bad
projefted: in love affaifs, I'am afraid,;,
we are al fools alike. ‘

EET-
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LETTER CVI
TeMrstEnuon.'

Saturdayi}oon.

C OME to- my drefling-room, my dear;
‘I have a thoufand things to fay to
you: I want to talk of my Rivers; to tell
you all the weaknefs of my foul.: -

No, my dea.r, I cannot love him more,
a paffion like mine will not admit addition ;'
from the firft moment I {aw him my whole
foul was his: I knew not that I was dear
to him ; but true genuine love is felf-exift-
ent, and does not depend on being beloved :
.Ifhould have loved him even had he been
attached to another.

This declaration has made me the hap-
. pieft of my fex ; but it has not increafed, it
cbuld not mcreafe, my tendemc!'s with

what' |
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what foftnefs, what difidence, what re-
fpe, what delicacy, was this declaration
made! my dear friend, he is a god, and my
ardent affetion for him is fully juftified.

Ilove him—no words can fpeak how
much I love him.

My paﬁimi’ for him is the firft and fhall -
be the laft of my life: my bofom never
heaved a ﬁgh but for my Rivers.

" Will you pardon the folly- of a heart
which till now was afhamed to own its
feelings, and of which you are evew now
.the only- conﬁdante 4 ‘ :

Ifind all the Werd fo mﬁpxd, nothmg
amufes me, one moment; in fhort, I have
BO . pleafurc but in Rivers’s converfauon,
nor do I count the hours of ]:us abfence in
my exiftence.

I know
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I know all this-will be called folly, but
it is a folly which makes all the happinefs
of my life.

" You love, my dear Bell ; and therefore

wil} pardon. the weaknefs of your

Emiry.

LETTER CVIL
_ TaMifsMonrAevx.

Satu rday.

Y ES, my dear, I love, at leaft I think
fo; but, thaoks to my &ars, not in

the manner you do.

I prefer Fitzgerald o all the reft of lls -
fex; but I count the biurs of his abfence in
my exiffence; and contrive fometimes to

_pafs- them pleafantly encugh, if any other

agreable man is in the way: in fhort, I..
' selith:
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relith flattery and attention from others,
though I infinitely prefer them from. him.

I certainly love him, for F was jealous.
of Madame La Brofle ; but, in general, I
am not alarmed whenI fee him flirt a litde -
with others. Perhaps my vanity was as
much wounded' as my love, with regard o
Madame La Brofle.

I find love is quite a different plant in
different foils ; it is an exotic, and grows
famtly, with us coquets; but in its pa-
tive climate with you people of fenfibility
and fcnnmcntk

Adxcu' I will attend you in a quartcr of
an hour..

thrs,‘ I

. K. FERMOR..

X4

AT LET-
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LETTE R CVHL
To. Mifs FERMOR.

OT alarmed, my dear, at his atten-
tion to others? believe me, you
know nothing of love.

-1 think every waman who beholds my
Rivers a rival ; I imagine I fee in every fe-
male countenance a paffion tender and -
lively as my own; I wrn pale, my heart
dies within me, if I obferve his eyes a mo-
~ ment fixed on any other woman; I trem-
ble at the poffibility of his changing; I
_cannot fupport the idea that the time may
come when I may be lefs dear to my Ri-
vers than at prefent. Do you believe it
poflible, my deareft Bell, for any heart, not
prepofiefled, to be infenfible one momentto

my Rivers?

He



EMILY MONTAGUE 165

He is formed to charm the foul of wo-
man ; his delieacy, his fenfibility, the mind
that fpeaks through thofe eloquent. eyes;
the thoufand graces of his air, the found
of his voice —my dear, I never heurd lim
Tpeak without feeling a foftnefs of which
it is impoffible to convey an idea.

But I am wrong to encourage a tender-
nefs which is already too great; I will.
think lefs of him; I will not talk of him;
do not fpeak of him to me, my dear Bell 1
talk to me of Fitzgerald ; there is no danger -
of your paflion becoming too violent.

I with you loved mote tenderly, my
deareft ; you would then be more indu}gent
0 my wcakncfs. I am athamed of owmng
iteven to you

3 . ,: . | Afhamed,

-~ -

/
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" Afhamed, did I fay? no, I rather glary

in loving the moft amiable, the moft ange-
fic of mankind.

Speak of him tome for ever 3 I abher
all converfation of which he is not the fub- .. :
je&. I am interrupted. Adien! '

Your faithful

Emiry,

My deareft, 1 tremble; he is at the door;
how fhall I meet him without betraying
all ‘the weakngfs of my heart?” come to me
.this moment, I will not go down without
~ you. Your father is come to férch me;
follow me, 1 entreat: I cannot fee him
alone; my heart is- too much foftened ar -
this moment. He mouft not kaow to whaz
cxcefs he is beloved.

N\

LET-
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L ETTEZR CIX
To Mrs. TEnxpLE, Pall Mall.

‘ Quebec, March 28.

I AM at prefent, my dear Lucy, extreme-.

ly embarraffed ; Madame Des Roches
is at Quebec: it is impoffible for me not to
be more than polite to her; yet my Emily
has all my heart, and demands all ‘my at-
tention ; there is but one way of feeing
them-both as often 28 I wifh ; ’tis to bring
them as often as poffible together: I with -
extremely that Emily would - sifit her, but

’tis a point of the umoft dehc;cy,to ma-
- nage.

-~ Will it not cn réﬂe&ion be mel to Ma- -
dame Des Roches? 1know her generofity
- of mind, but I alfo know the weaknéfs of
the human heart : can the fee with pleafure
2 beloved rival? :
RS My
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My Lucy, I never fo much wanted your
advice: I will confult Bell Fermor, who
knows every thought of my Emily’s heart. -

_ Eleven o’clock.
I have vifited Madame Des Roches ather
relation’s ; fhe received me with a pleafure
which was oo vifible not to be obferved by
all prefent: fhe bluthed, her voice faltered
- when fhe addreffed me; her eyes had a foft-
nefs which feemed to reproach my infenfi-
bility : I'was fthocked at the idea of having
infpired her with a tendernefs not in my
power to return ; I was afraid of increafing
that tendernefs; I fcarce dared to meet her
looks. - E

I felt a criminal in the prefence of this
amiable woman ; for both our fakes, I muft
fee Ber feldom: - yet .what an appearance
will my negle& have, after the attentqg
fhe has thewed:me, and the friendfhip fhe
has exprefled for me to all the world? .

I know

A}

o/
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I know not fwha.t to determine. I am
going to Silleri. Adicu till my returm.

Exght o clock

I have cntrcatcd Emily to admit Madame

Des Roches among the number of her

friends, and have afked her to vifit her to-

morrow morning : the changed color at my
requeft, but promifed to go.

I almoft repent of what I have done : I
am to auend Exmly and Bell Fermor to
Madame Des Roches in the morning: Iam
afraid I fhall introduce them. wnh a vcry
bad grace. Adieu!

K

Your affeGionate

“a i Ep. Rrvers.

© Voml. 3§ LET-
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"L ETTZETR CX
Tp Mifs FERMOR.

Suhday morning.

OULD you have believed he would
_ have expeéted fuch a proof of my de-’
fire to oblige him? but whatcan heafkthat
his Emily will refufe? I will fee this friend
of his, this Madame Des Roches; I will
even love her, if it is in woman to be fo
- difinterefted. She loves him; he fees her;
.. they fay fhe is amiable; I could have
withed her vifit to Qgebec had been de-
laycd ’

_ But he comes; he looks up; his eyes )
feem to thank me for this excefs of com-
~-plaifance : what is there I would not.do to
give him pleafure? : '

Do
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Six o’élock.

~ Do you think her fo very pleafing, my

dear Bell? the has fine eyes, but have they

- not more fire than foftnefs? Theré was a
- _vivacity in her manner which hurt me ex-

- tremely : could fhe have behaved with fuch -

_unconcern, had the loved as I1do?
. Do you_think it poflible, Lucy, for a
Frenchwoman to love? is not vanity the

ruling paffion of their hearts ?

* May not Rivers be deceived in fuppofing

her fo much attached to him? was there

not.fome degree of affe@tation in her parti-
~ cular attention to me? I cannot help thmk-
- ing her anful. '

Perhaps I am pre_;udnctd the- may be
amiable, but { will own the does mot pleafe

-me. : ‘/

- T2 vacrs

B
H
w
i
¥
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Rivers beggcd me to have a friendhip
for her I am afraid this is more than is

~in my powcr fnend(hlp, like love, is the
“child of fympathy, not of conftraint.

Adieu! Yours,

EMiLy MONTAGUE.

LETTEHZR CXL
To Mifs MoNT AGUE.
' Monday.

HE inclofed, my dear, is as much to

_you as’ to me, perhaps more ; I par-
~don the” lady for thinking you the hand-
Jfomeft. Is not this the ftrongeft proof I
“could give of my friendthip? perhaps. I
“fhould have been pxqued however, had
the preference been given by a man; but I

can -

o
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can with great tranquillity allow you to be
the women’ s beauty. :

Dictate an anfwer to your little Bell,
who waits your commands at her bureau.’

Adieu!
% To Mifs FarMoR, at Silleri.

Monday.

“ You and your lovely friend obliged Pl
“ me beyond worgs, my dear Bell, by your } %
“yifit of yefterday: Madame Des Rroches |
«%s charmed with you both: you wil7
% pot. be difpleafed when I tell you (he, : *
« gives Emily the preference; the fays fhe, =
« is beautifal as an anget; that the thould
¢ think the.man infenfible, who coukf fce
¢ her without love ;- that fhe is taucbant,

« ufe her own word, bcyond any. thlag (h/:
« ever beheld.
1; - 0« sf,

2
v
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“ She however does juftice to your
“ charms, though Emily’s feem to affeé her
““ moft. She even allows you to be. per-
“ haps more the tafte of 0 men in general.

S She intends paying her refpeéts to you
“* and Emily this afteracon ; and has fent
- “to defire me to condu& her. As it is fo
¢ far,1 would with to find you at home.

“Yours,
“ Ep. Rivers.® -

N

'L ETTER CXI,
‘ To fos FerMOR.

LWAYS ‘VIadame Des Roches! but

: let-ber come: mdecd my dear, fhe
is artful ; fhe gains ‘upon him by this 4p-
pcarancc of generofity ; I cannot renm; &t,
)
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¥ 1 do not love her; yet T will reccive her

mth pohtenefs.

He is to;LdriVe her too; but- ’tis no’

~ matter ; if the tendereft affection can fecure
his heart, T havc nothing to fear:-loving
him as I do, it is impoffible not to be ap-
prehenfive : indeed, my dear, he knows
not how I love him. ’

Adieu!

Your Emiry. 5

LETTER CXIL

To‘ Mifs anuon.

. W o ‘ ‘  Monday evening.
URELY I« am the weakeft of my weak .v
fex; I am \aihamed to tell you all my -
Feelmgs I cannot conquer my difike o~
14 - Mad%me =

\
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-Madame Des Roches: fhe faid a thoufand
obliging things to me, fhe praifed my Ri-
vers; I made her no anfwer, I even felt

 tears ready to ftart; what muft the think

of me? there is a meannefs in my jealou-

" {y of her, which I cannot forgive myfelf.

I cannot account for her attention to
me, it is not natural ; the behaved to me
not only with - politenefs, but with the ap-
p’earance' of affeftion ; the fecemed to feel
and pity iy confufion. She is either the

- moft artful, or the moft noble of womea.

|
’ ! '

Adieu!
. Your ‘

EMivy.

LET

‘?;f

3 e
’
s
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"LETTERCXIT

.
!

_Fo Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall

Silleri, March 29. )

: WE are going to dine at a farm houfe
- in the country, where we are to

meet other company, and have a ball : the

fnow begins a little to fofren, from the

warmth of the fun, which is greater thaa in

“England in May. Our winter parties are

almoft at aa end.

My father drives Madame Des Roches,
‘who is of our party, and your brother Emi-
Iy ; I hope the little fool will be eafy now,
Lucy ; the is very humble, to be jealous of

one, who, though really very pleafing, is .
neither fo young nor fo handfome as her-

felf; and who profefles to with only for
'vacrss friendfhip.

Is - But,

BRI
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But I have no right to fay a word on this
fubje&, after having been fo extremely hurt
at Fitzgerald’s. attention to fuch a woman as
‘Madame La Broffe; an attention too which
was {o pliinly meant to pique me.

. We .are alt, I am afraid, a little abfurd
m thefe affairs, and therefore ought to have
fome degree of indulgence for ethers.

Emily and I, however, differia our ideas
of love: it is the bufinefs of her life, the
amufement of mine ; ’tis the food of her
hours, the feafoning of mine.

Or, in other words, the loves like a fool-
ith woman, I like a fenfible man : for men,
you know, compared to women, love in
about the proportion of one to twenty.

*Tis a mighty wrong thing, after all,
Lucy, that pareats will educate creatures
3 S - b
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fo differently, who zre to live with and for
each other. ‘

Every poffible means is ufed, evén from:
infancy, to foften the minds of women, and

to harden thofe of men ; the contrary endea-
vor might be of ufe, for the men creatures
are unfeeling enough by nature, and we
are born too tremblingly alive to love, and
indeed to every foft affeétion..

Your brother is almoft the only one of
his fex [ know, who has the tendernefs of-

woman with the {pirit and firmnefs of man:.
a circumftance which ftrikes every woman
who converfes with him, and which contri-
~ butes to make him the favorite he is amongft
us. Foolith women who cannot diftinguith
charatters may poflibly give the preference:
'to a coxcomb ; but I will venture t fay,
no woman of fenfe was ever much acquaint-
ed with Colonel Rivers without €eeling for-
Lim an affe&tion of fome kind or other.

L6 A propes
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4 pripvs to women, the eftimable part of
us-are divided into two clafles only, the ten-
der and the lively.

The former, at the head of which I
"place Emily, are infinitely more capable of
happinefs ; but, to counterbalance this ad-
vantage, they are alfo capable of mifery in
the fame degree. We of the other clafs,
- who feel lefs keenly, are perhaps upon the
whole as happy, at leaft I would fain think

fo. : .

For example, if Emily and I marry our
prefent lovers,” fhe will certainly be more
“exquifitely happy than I fhall; but if they
fhould change their minds, or any accident
prevent our coming togcther, I am inclined
w fancy my fituation would be much the
.moft agreable. -

I fhould .



EMILY MONTAGUE. 18

1 fhould pout- z month, and then lack
about for another lover; whilft the tender
« . Emily would :

¢ Sit like patience on a monument,” LW

and pine herfelf into a confumptioa.

~Adieu! They wait for me. L
. v ) i:
Yours,
Ao FERMOR‘. :"l,
. :
Tuefday, midnight. i
‘We have had a very agreable day, Lucy, %

a pretty enough kind of a ball, and every
body in good humor: I danced with Ficz-
gerald, whom I never knew fo agreable.

Happy love is gay, I find; Emily is alt
- fprightlinefs, your brother’s eyes have never
' left
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left her one mo‘ment‘, and her L?l“uﬂaes feem-
ed to fhew her fenfe of the diftinction ; I
-never knew her- look fo hzmdfome as thls .
day

Do' you know I felt’ for Madame Des
Roches? Emily was exceflively complaifant
“to her: fhe returned her civility, but I
could perceive a kind of conftraint in her
manner, very different from the eafe of her"
" behaviour when we faw her before : fx '
felt the attention of Rivers to Emily very
ftrongly :. in fhort, the ladies feemed to have
changed chara&ers for the day

We fupped with your brother onour re-
* turn,and from hlswmdowc,wlnchlook onthe
river St. Charles, had the pleafure of ob- -
ferving one of the moft. beantiful objects
imaginable, which I néver remember @

have feen bcforc thxs evening.

" You
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You areto obferve the winter method of
~ fithing here, is to break openings like fmalk
fith ponds on the ice, to which the fifh
coming for air, are taken m predigious -’
quantities on the furface.
:To fhelter themfelves from the exceflive
cold of the night, the fithermen build fmall
houfes of ice on the river, which are ar-
ranged in a femieircular form, and extend
- mear a quarter of a mile, and which, from
~ the blazing fires within, have a brilliant
tranfparency and vivid luftre, not eafy either
to imagine or to defcribe : the ftarry femi-
circle looks like an immenfe crefcent of

diamonds, on which the fun darts his
- vmeridian rays.

o '
Abfolutely, Lucy, you fee nothing in

Europe: you are cultivated, you have the

tame beauties of art; but to fee nature in

her lovely wild luxuriance, you muft vifit
' your
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your brother whcn he is prince of thc
Kamarafkas.
Adigu! ‘
" Your faithful

A. FERMOR.

"The- variety, as well of grand objedts, as
of amufements, in this country,. confirms me
in an opinion: I have always had, that Pro-
vidence had made the conveniences and in-
_ eonvemcnccs of life nearly equal evcry
Where '

We have pleafures here even in Winter
peculiar - to the "climate,- which counter-
balance the evils we fuffer from its ngo?

- Good night, my dear Lucy !

LET-
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'L E T IT«E R CXIL
To .Mrs.“ TEMPLE , Pall Mall,
' Quebec, Apnl 2.

HAVE this moment, my dear, a letter
from Montreal, defcribing fome lands
on Lake Champhun, which my friend thinks
much bétter worth my taking than thofe
near the Kamarafkas:. he preffles me to

come up immediately to fee them, as the ice

on the rivers will in a few days be danger-

ous to travel on.

- Tam ﬁrong'ly':inclined to go, and for this
reafon; I am.convinced my with of bringing
about a friendfhip between Emily and

Madame Des Roches, the ftrongeft reafon I

bad for fixing at the Kamarafkas, was an

imprudent one: gratitude and (if the ex-

preflion is not impertinent) conlap‘aﬂion give

me -
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me a foftnefs inmy behaviour to the latter,
which a fuperficial obferver would take °
for love, and which her own tendernefs
" may caufe even her to mifconftrue; a cifs
cumitance which muft retard her refolution
of changing the affe@ion with which fhe
has honored me, into friendthip.
!
‘b am alfo ‘dcllcat_e in my love, and cannot
bear to haye it:one moment fuppofed, my
~ heart can know a with but for my Emily.

‘Bhall T fay more ! "The bluth on Emily’s
cheek on her firft~feeing Madame Des
Roches convinced me of my indifcretion, and
that vanity alone carried me to defire to
bring togcther two womern, whofe affetion
for me is from their extreme merit fo. very.
flartering. o

S

. I fhall certainly now fix in Canada; I can »
no longer doubt of Emily’s tendernefs, -
though fhe refufes me her hand, from mo-

" tives




i |

~ dear to me, but which Iﬂatter myfelf love
will ovér-rule.

1 a,{h fetting off in an hour for Montreal
~ and/fhall call at Silleri to take Emily’s
commands.

|

Seven in the evening, Des Chambeaux,

T afked her advice as to fixing the place

of my fettlement; fhe faid much againft my
flaying in America at all; bur, if Iwas
. determined, recommended Lake Champlain
 rather than the Kamarafkas, on account of
- climate. Bell fmiled ; and a blufh, which I
perfe&ly underftood, over-fpread the lovely

cheek of my fweet Emily. Nothing could

be more flattering than this circumftance ;

had the feen Madame Des Rochies with a

calm indifference, had the,notbeen alarmed
at the idea of fixing near her, uld have
' ce : doubted
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doubted of the degree of her affedion; a
little apprehenfion is mfeparable from real

| Iovc.

My courage has been to-day‘ extremely

. put to the proof : " I'ftaid three days
- gonger, it would have . been impoffible to

have continued my journey.

" The ice cracks under us at every ftep” |
thc horfes fer, a rather unpleafant circum-
ftance on-a river twenty fathom deep: 1
fhould not have attempted the journey had
I been aware of this particular. T hepe
n0 man meets inevitable danger with more
fpirit, but no man is lefs fond of feeking it
where it is honorably to be avoided.

© Tam gomg to fup with the feigneur of
the village, who is, I am told; ‘married to
one of the handfomeﬁ women jn the
provmce. ‘

“Adieu !

/},“
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Adieu! my dear! I fhall write to you -
from Montreal. . -

Your affe@ionate

" Ep. RivErs.

LETTZER CIIV.
" To Mrs. TEMrLE, Pall Mall.
- ) ‘ Montreal, April 3.

AM arrived, my dear, after a very dif-

‘agreable and dangerous jonrney ; I was
obhged to'leave the river foon after I'left
Dés Chambeaux, and to purfue my way on
the land over.melting fnow, into which the
horfes fect funk half a yard every. ftep.

An oﬁ'xcc;- ]u{l come from New York has

given me a letter from you, which came .
thither -

-

9
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thither by a private fhip: I am happy to
hear of your health, and ‘thay,—'ll‘eniple’s '

" affe&tion for you feemis rather to increafe -
. than leflen fince your marriage.
‘ )

-

You afk me, my dear Lucy, how to pre--
ferve this affection, on the continuance of

~ which, you Juftly fay, your whole happmefs

depends. .

"The queﬁion' is perhaps the moft delicate

_and important which refpe&s human life

the caprice, the inconftancy, the inju{tice
of men, makes the tafk of women m mar-

~ riage mﬁmtely difficult.

" Prudence and virtue will certainly fecure
efteem; but, unfortunately, efteem alone will
not make 2 happy marriage; paffion muft
alfo be kept -alive, which the continual
prefence of the obje& beloved is too apt to
make fubfide into that apathy, fo mfup-
portable to fenfible minds.

The
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The higher your rank, and- the lefs your
manner of life feparates you from each

other, the more danger there will be of

this indifference.

The poor, whofe ﬁeccﬁ'ary avocations
divide them all day, and whofe fenfibility is
blunted by the coarfenefs of their education,
are in no danger of being weary of each
other; and, unlefs naturally vicious, you
will fee them generally happy in marriage ;
whereas even the virtuous, in more affluent

fituations, are not fecure from this unhappy
ceflation of tendernefs.
.

When Ireceived yourletfer, I was reading

- Madame De Maintenon’s advice to the-

Dutchefs of Burgundy, on this fubje&. I
will tranfcribe fo much of it asrelates to #he
woman, leaving her advice to the princefs to
thofe whom it may concera. |

\ “‘DO

191"
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“ Do not hope for perfe&t happinefs; A
« there is no fuch thing in this fublunary
« ftate. '

“ Your fex is the more expofed to fuffer,
¢ becaufe it is alwaysin dependence: be
¢ neither angry nor athamed of this depen-
¢ dence on a hufband, nor of any of thofe
¢ which are in the order of Providence.

¢ Let your hufband be your beft fric‘nd.
¢ and your-only confidant.

¢ Do not hope 'that your union will pro-
“ curegyou perfet peace: the beft mar-
“ riages are thofe where with foftaeff and
¢ patience they bear by turns with each
‘¢ other ; there are none without fome con-
. ¢ tradition and difagreement.
. “Do not expect the fame degree of friend-
- % fhip that you feel: men are in general
. » '3 lcfs
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« Jefs tendcr than Women "and you will be
“ unhappy if you are too delicate in friend-
[ ﬁnp -

“_Beg of God to guard your heart from
¢ jealoufy : do not hope to bring back a
“ hufband by complaints, ill humor, and

¢ reproaches. The only means which pro-.

“ mife fuccefs, are patience and {oftnefs:

“ impatience fours and alienates: hearts ;

“ foftnefs,leads them back to their duty.

«Tn facnﬁcmg your own w:ll, pretend
“ to no right over that of a hu{band men
« are more attached to theirs than women,
“ becaufe educated with lefs conftraint. .

“ They are natarally - tyrannical ; ' they

“ will have pleafures and liberty, yet infift’

¢ that women - renounce both: do 'not
" ¢ examine whether their rights are well
“ founded ; let it fuffice to you, that they
¢ are eftablifhed; they are mafters, we
Vor. 1L K
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“ have only to fuﬁ'cr and obey mth a
& good grace ’

Thus far Madame De Mamtenon, who

‘muft be allowed to have known the heart - :

of nian,ﬁnce,afce; havmg been above twenty

_years a widow, fhe enflamed, even to the

~* degree of bringing him to marry her, that

of a great monarch, -younger than herfelf,
furrounded by beauties, habiruated to flat-
tery,in the plcmtudé of powpi'; and covered
with glory; and retained him in her chams

" 10 the laft moment of his life.

Do not, however, my dear, ‘b_c'ala?éd
at the pi¢ture fhe has drawn of marriage;

-

“nor fancy with her, that women afe only
" born to f er and to obey

~ That we are generally tyranmca] Tam
obliged to own ; but fuch of usas know
how to be happy, willingly give up the
harfh nde of ma{ter, for the more tender

3 : ~ and
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and endearing one of friend ; men of fenfe -
abhor thofe cuftoms which treat your fex -
‘as if created meerly for the happinefs
of the other; a fuppofition injurious to the
Deity, though flattering to our tyranny and
felf-love ; and wifh only to bind you in the ~
foft chams of affe&tion. Y '
Equahty is the foul of fnendﬂnp mar- -
—riage, to give delight, muft join two minds,
not devote a flave to the will of anim-
perious lord; whatever conveys the idea
of fubjetion neceflarily deftroys that of
love, of whichIam fo convinced, that [ have
always withed - the—word-esry—expunged
from'the marriage. ceremony. :

_If you will permit me to add my fenti-
ments to thofe of a lady fo learned in the
art of pleafing; I would with you to ftudy

~ the tafte of .your hufband, and endeavor
to acquire a relith for thofe pleafures which
appear moft to affet him; let him find
K2 amufement

s
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. -amufement at home, but never be peevith
~ at his goirg abroad ; he wiil return to you

with the higher guft for your converfa-
tion: have feparate apartments, fince your-
fortune makes it not inconvenient ; ‘be always .

" élegant, but not too expenfive, in yourdrefs;

retain  Jour prefent exquifite delicacy of
every kind ; receive his friends with good-

_breeding and complacency ; contrive fuch

little parties of pleafure as you know are-
agreable to him, and with-the moft agre-
able people you can felect: be lively even-
to playfulnefs in your geneml turn of
converfation with him; but, at the fame .
time, fpare mo pains fo to improve your
underftanding, which is an e'{cellent one, as
to be no lefs capable of being the * compa- -
nion of his graver hours: be ignorant of
nothing which it becomes y‘our fex to know,
but avoid all affetation of knowledge: let
your ceconomy be exalt, but without ap-
pearing otherwife than by the cEc&

4 _ Do
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- Do not imitate thofe of your fex who by
ill temper make a- Luszmd pay dear for
their fidelity ; let virtue in you be dreft in -

. fmiles; and be aflured that chearfulnefs is -
* the native garb of innocence.

In one word, my dear, do not lofe'the -
thiftrefs in the wife, but let your behaviour
to him as a. hufband be fuch as you would
have thought moft proper to attraét him_ as
a lover: have always the idea of pleafing’
before you, and you cannot fail to pleafe..

Having le&tured you, my dear Lucy, ¥+
muft fay 2 word to Temple : a great varie-
ty of rules have been given for the condu&t
of women in‘marriage; fcarce any for that
'of men ; as if it was not effential to domeftic:
happinefs, that the man thould preferve the
heart of her with whom he is to fpend his
life ; or-as if beftowing happinefs were not
worth aman’s\attention, fo he poflefled it: if, i

’ \ K 3 - however, b

]



198 THE HISTORY OF
however, it 1s poffible to feel" true happmefs
without giving it.-

You, mny dear Temple, have too juft an -
idca of pleafure to think in this manner:
you would be beloved ; it has been the
purfuit of your life, though never really
attained perhaps before. You at prefent
poffels a heart full of fenfibility, a heart
" capable of loving with ardor, and from the
fame caufe as capable of being eftranged by
negleét: ‘givey'your whole attention to pré-
ferving this invaluable treafure; obferve
~every rule Lhave given to her, if you would
be happy; and believé me, the heart of
woman is not lefs delicate than tender;
their fenfibility is more keen; they feel more
ftrongly than wedo, their tendernefs is
more eafily wounded, and their hearts are
more difficult to recover’ if once loft.

At the fame time, they are both by
nature and education “mare conﬁanr, and
: S ~ fcarce -
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: fearce ever change the obje& of . their
affe®ions but fromill treatnent: for which

reafon there is fome escufe for a cuftom
- which appears cruel, that of throwing con-
tempt on the hufband for the ill condué&t of
the wife. ,

“Above all things, retain the pd‘itencﬂ

and attenticn of a lover; and avoid that

carelefs manner which wounds the vanity

of human nature, a paffion given us, as

were all paflions, for the wifeft ends, and
which néver quits us but with life.

There is a certain attentive tendernefs,
difficult to be defcribed, which the manly of
our fex feel, and which is peculiarly pleafing
to woman: ’tis alfa a very delightful fen-

fation to ourfelves, as well as produdive of

the happieft confequences: fegarding thém
as creatures placed by Providence under
our prote&xon, and depending on us for

K¢ thelr
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their happmefs, is the ftrongeft poﬂible tie
- of affe&ion toa Well turned mmd

¥ 1 did not kmow Lucy perfedly, 1
thould perhaps hcﬁtatc in the next advice
* Tam going to give you ; which is, to make her
the -caonfidante, and the only confidante, of
~ youp-gallantries, if you are fo unhappy as to
be 1nadvertently betrayed into any: her .
heart will poflibly be at firft a litle wound-
ed by the confeflion, but this proof of per-
fec efteem will increafe hef friendfhip for .
you; fhe will regard your error with com-
~paffion and indulgence, and lead you gently

* back by her endearing ten&crncfs ) honor‘ =

-and herfelf.

~ Ofall tatks T deteft that of giving advice ;
you are therefore under infinite obhgauon
to me for this letter.

-~ Be
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" Be a.ﬁ'ured of my tendereﬁ aﬁu‘.hon and
heh&ve me,

Yours, &c.

Ep. Rivers.”

~ - - L

L E 'T’ T E R. CXV.

To t‘xc Earl of |
Sxﬂen, Apnl 8

OTHING can be more true, my Lord '
| than that poverty is ever the mfcpa-
rablc compamon of indolence.

E I fee proofs of it every moément before °
“me ;, with a {oil fruitful beyond all belief, -
the Canadians are poor on Jands which ;re '
thexr own property, and for which they -
Ks . Py
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pay on]y a trifling quit-rent to -their
fewneurs.

¢

This indolence appears in every thing :
you fcarce fee the meaneft peafant walk-
- ing; even riding on horfeback appears to
them a fatigue infupportable ; you fee themn
- Jolling at eafe, like their lazy lords, in
carrioles and calathes, according to the’
feafon ; a boy to guide the horfe on a feat
in the front of the carriage, too lazy even
to take the trouble of driving themfelves,
. their hands in winter folded in an immenfe
muff, though perhaps their families are in

‘want of bread to eat at home,

The winter- is paffed in a’ mixture of
feﬁivity and inadion ; dancing and feafting
in their gayer hours;-im their graver fmok-

/lg.,:md dricking brandy, by the fide of a

warm ftove : and when cbliged to cultivate
the ground in fpring to procure the means
of fubﬁﬁence, you fee them juft turn the

turf
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turf once lightly over, and,Wifhout manur-‘ ' ,;
ing the ground, or even breaking the clods - “

of earth, throw in the feed in the fame
_carelefs- manner; and leave. the event to:
- chanee, without troubling themfelves further-
~ull ic is fit to reap.

- I muft, however, obferve, as fome allevi-
ation, that there is {fomething in the.climate-
which ftrongly inclines both the body and.&
mind, but ratheg the latter, to indolence:
the heat of the fummer, though pleafing, -
“enervates the very foul, and gives a certain:
 laflirude unfavorable to induftry; and the
winter, at its extreme, binds up and chills all
the adtive facultles of the foul.
Add to this, that the gcneral Apirit of
amufement, fo umverfal here in winter, and
fo neceﬂ'ary to prevent the ill effeds of the:
feafon, gives a habit of diffipation and plea~ -
fure, which makes labor doubly u'kfomc at -
its return.
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. Their religion, to which they are ex-
wemely bigoted, is another gréat bar, as
well to_induftry as population : ther nume-
rous feftivals inure them to idlenefs; their
religious houfes rob the ftate of many fub-
~ je&s who might be highly ufeful at prefent,
and at the fame time retard the increafe
of the colony
A L3

Sloth and fuperﬁmon equally counter-
v_vork_ providencce, and render the bounty of
heaven of no effect. '

~ Tamfurprized the French, who generally
make their religion fubfervient to the pur- -
pofes of policy, do not difcourage eonvents,
and leflen:the number of feftivals, in the
colonies, where both are fo peculzarly
: @ermcxous.

7 Ttis to this circumftance one may in great
mcafurc attribute the fuperior increafe of
v 'hc
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the Britith American fettlements compared
to thofe of France: a religion which en-

courages idlenefs, and makes a virtue of

celibacy, is ‘particularly unfavorable to
colomzanon.

However religious prejudice may have
‘been fuffered to counterwork policy under
a French government, it is fcarce to be
doubted that this ¢aufe of the poverty of
Canada will by degrees be removed; that
thefe people, flaves. at prefent to ignos
rance and fuperftition, will in times be
enlightened by a more liberal education,
and gently led by reafon to areligion which
is not only preferable, as being that of the

country to which they are now annexed,

but which is fo much more calculaged to

make " them happy- and profpc:ous as 3

people

Till that time, fill their prejudices fub-
fide, it is equally juft, humane, and wife,
’ - (0]
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to leave. {thgm the free right of worthiping
the Delty m the maaner which they have
been early taught to believe the beft, and
_to which they are confequently attached.

It would be unjuft to deprive them of
~any of the rights of citizens on account
of religion, in America, where every other
fe&t of diffenters are equally capable of
employ with thofe of the eftablifhed
church ; nay where, from whatever caufe,
the church of England is on a fooung in
many colonies little better than a tole-
ration.

It is undoubtedly, in a political light, an
obje& of confequence every where, that the -
national religion, whatever it is, fbould be
‘as univerfal as poffible, agreement in re-
- ligious worthip being the ftrongeflt tie to
unity and obedience ; ‘had all prudent
“means been ufed to leflen the number of
diffenters in our colonies, I cannot avoid-

believing,




EMILY MONTAGUE. 207

behevmg, from what 1 obferve and hear,

 that we fhould have found in them a fpirit

of rational loyalty, and true freedom, ‘in-
ftead of that faftious one from whlch fo
much is to be apprehendcd ’

It feems confonant to reafon, that the |,

religion of every country fhopld have a -
relation to, and coherence with, the civil

conftitution : the Romifh religion is bcﬂ:
adapted to a defpotic- government, the
prefbyterian to a republican, and that of

the church of Edgland to a limited mo~

narchy hke ours.

As thcrefo_re the civil government of
America is on the {fame plan with that of
" the mother country, it were to be withed
the religious eftabhiihment was alfo the
fame, efpecially in thofe colonies where the

people are generally of the national church; |

though with the fulleft liberty of conicience
to diffenters of ‘all denominations.
I would

o SN R b o R T T

T S W

e
Dnited
fd e

W '-"'c?"g

A



- e

208 THE HISTORY OF

-

I would be clearly underftood, my Lord ;
from ail'l have obferved here, I am con-
4inced, nothing would fo~spuch contribute
‘to diffufe a fpirit of order, and rational:
obedience, in the colonies, as the appeint-
ment, under proper reftrictions, of bifhops : .

I am equally convinced that nothing would:
~ fo much ftrengthen the hands of govern-
ment, or give fuch pleafure to the well-
“affe@ed in the colonies, who are by much “
g the moft numerous, as fuch an appoint-
ent, however clamored againft- by a few
abettors of fedition. :

I am called upon for this letter, and muft
remit to ‘another time what I withed to-
fay more to your Lordﬂnp in regard to:
this country. ,

I have the honor to be,
"~ My Lord, &c.
Wwm. FErMOR.
LET-
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To Mrs. MI:LMOTH, at ‘VIontreal.

A Silleri, Apnl 8.
‘AM indeed, Madam, this inconfiftent

‘creature. I have at once refufed to

marry Colonel Rivers, and owned to him all -

the t‘cndernefs of my foul.

o -

Do not: however thmk me mad, or fup-

‘pofe my refufal the effett of an unmeaning
childith affe@ation of difintereftednefs:

can form to myfelf no idea of _happmefs |

- equal to that of fpending my life with

Rivers, the beft, the moft tender;, the moft.

amiable of mankind; nor can I fupport the

idea of his marrying, any other woman: I

" would therefore marry him to-morrow were

- it poflible without ruining him, without -

dooming him to a perpetual exile, and
. obftruting

EMILY MONTAGUE. :09
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- obftrudting .thofe views of honeft ambition
at home, which become his birth, his
connexions, his talents, his time of life;
and with which, as his friend, it is my duty
to infpire him.

His affetion for me at prefent DLlinds
him, he fees no objett but me in the whole
univerfe ; but fhall I take advantage of that
inebriation of tendernefs, to - feduce him
into a meafure inconfiftent with his real
happinefs and intereft - He muft return to
England, muft purfue fortune in that world
for which he was formed : fhall his Emily
retard him in the glonous race? fhall the
nat rather encourage him in every laundable
attempt ! fhall the fuffer him to “hide that
thining merit in the uncultivated wilds of
Canada, the feat of barbariimand i ignorance,
which entitles him to hope a happy fate in
the dear land of arts and arms?

i , I ca-
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I entreat you to do all you can to dif-
-courage his defign. Remind him that his
{ifter’s marriage has in fome degree removed
the caufe of his coming hither ;- that he can
~---have now no motive for fixing here, but
his tendernefs for me; thatI fhall be juftly
blamed by all who love him for keeping
him here. Tell him, I will not marry him
in Canada; that his {ftay makes the beft ,
mother in the world wretched; that he 4
owes,his return t¢ himfelf, nay to his Emily, §
whofe whole heart is fet on feeing him ina
fituation: worthy of him: though without
ambition as to myfe!f, T am proud, Tam ambi-
tious for him; if he:loves me, he will
gratify that pride, that ambition; and
leave Canada to thofe whofe dury confines
them here, or whofe intereft it is to remain
- unfeen. Let him not once think of me in his
determination : I am content to be beloved,
and will leave all elfé to time. - You ‘can-
- not fo much oblige or ferve me, as by
: - . peg~.

S

._'._.M,.‘_.i
AR YN
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perfuading Colonel Rners to return to

_—

Belxeve me, my dear Madam,

- Your affectionate

EMm I-i.\S\’IWON'IT AGUE.

»

' LETTER CIVI

\ ;fo Mrs. TEMRLE, Pall Mall.f
' Sitleri, April g

OUR brother, my dear; ' is. gone to
"Montreal to look out for a f ettlement,

: and Emily to fpend a fortnight at Qutbec;

with a lady fhe knew in England, who i is
lately arrived frem thencc by New York.
: Tam-

s
"
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1 am loft without my frieﬁd, thc‘sﬁgh my

lover endeavors in fome degree to fupply
her place; he lays clofe fiege ; I know mnot

how long I fhall be able to hold out: this .

fine weather isexceedingly in his favor ;
thé 'winter freezes up all the avenues to
. the heart; but this fprightly April fun
thaws them again amazingly. I was the

_cruelleft creature breathing whilft the -

chilly feafon lafted, but can anfwer for

- nothing now the f{prightly May is ap-
" ‘proaching. .

4
J

I can fee papﬁ is .va‘ﬁ'ly‘ in Fitzgerald’s
intereft; but he knows our fex well enough

to keep this to himfelf. , ‘X

1 fhaﬂ however, for decency’s fake, afk
his opinion on the affair as foon as I have
taken my refolution; which is the very
time at which all the world afk advice of

v A letter
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A letter from Emily, fwilich 1 muft
anfwer: the is e:it;emcly/abfurd,- which
your tender lovers always are. .

Adieu! yours,

A. E_ERMOR:

Sir George Clayton had left Montreal .
fomedays before your brother arrived
there; 1 was pleafed to hear it,
becaufe, with all your bother’s good
{enfe, and concern for Emily’s honor,
and Sir George’s natural coldnefs of
temper, a quarrel between them
would have been ratlier difficult o
have been avoided. - ‘

L ET-




-EMILY MONTAGTUE.

"L ETTER CXVIL
To Mifs FErRMOR.

Quebec, Thur"day morning.

DO you think, my dear, that Madame
Des Roches has heard from Rivers?
"I with you would afk{Her this afternoon at

the governor s: I amanxious to know, but -

a{hamcd to enquxre

Not, my dear, that T have the weaknefs

- to be jealous; but I fhall think his letter -

to me a higher compliment, if I know he
writes to nobody elfe. I extremely approve
his friendthip for Madame Des Roches;

fhe is very amiable, and -certainly deferves . -

it: but you know, Bell, it would be cruel
to encourage an affeftion, which fhe muft
conquer, or be unhappy : if the did not love
him, there would be nothmg wrong - in his

Wrmng '
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writing to her ; but, as fhe does, it would be
doing her the greateft injury poflible : ’tis
“as much on her account as my own Iam
thus anxious.

Did you ever read fo tender, yet fo lively
“aletter as Rivers’s to me? he is alike in

all : there is in his letters, as in his conver=s
fation,

- ¢ All that can foftly win, or gaibly/ charm
‘¢ The heart of woman.”

Even ftrangers liften to him with an in- ~
voluntary attention, -and hear him with a
pleafure for which they fcarce know how
to account. ' '

"He charms even without intending it,
and in fpite of himfelf; but when he
" wifhes to pleafe, when he addrefles the
woman he loves, when his eyes fpeak the
Toft language of his heart, when your

Emily
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Emlly reads in them the dear confeflion of
. his tendernefs, when that melodious vaice
‘utters the fentiments of the nobleﬁ/mmd
that ever animated a hdman form — My
deareft, the-eloquence of angels cannot
paint my vae;sas heis,

Iam, 'Imoﬂ: incliued not to go to the
goverfior’s to-night; Iam determined not
todance till Rivers returns, and I know
therc are too many who will be rcady to
make obfervations on my refufal: I'think
I will ftay at home,and write to him againft
Monday’s poft: I have a thoufand - things
to fay, and you know we are continually

interrupted at/Quebec; 1 fhall have this .

- evening to myfelf as all the world w xll be
_at the governor’ss

Adieu, your faithful ~
e EmiLy MoNTAGUE.

Vor.IL L  LET-

LR
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L ETTER CIX
To 3‘Iifs M6¥TAGUE, at Quebec.

Silleri, Thurfday morning.

PARE {3y, my dear, Madame Des

" Roches has not heard from Rivers ; but

fuppofe fhe had. If he loves you, of what

confequénce is it to whom he writes? I
would not for the world any friend of -

yours fbould ak ber fuch a queftion.

I ihall call upon you at fix oclock
and fhall expe& to find you determined to
go to the governor’s this eveming, and to
“dance: Firzgerald begs the honor of being
your partoer. ‘

Believe me, Emily, thefe kind of unmean-

ing facrifices are childith; your heart is new

10 love, and you have all the romance ofa
4 o - gl
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girl: Rivers would, on your account, be

hurt to hegr you had refufed to dapee in )

his abfence, though he might be flattered

to know you had for a moment ¢ntertained
fuch an idea.

1 pardon you for havmg the romantic -

f;mcxes of ' feventeen, prdvxded you i totte
them * with the good feufc of fabf’an
. .tWenty. ., ; : i
- Adieu! I have engaged myfclf to Ccﬁm
H-——, on'the prefimption *that 'yba-ave
“too polite to refufe to dance with-: Fitz-

gerald and too prudem to n.fufe to dancc |

at aI{
' Yw &&'c&ionm' ~~.,>

e my i
RS S SR
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L ETTER CIX
To Mifs F & r o, at Silleri.

Quebec, Saturday morning,

l IOW unjuit have I been in my hatred
. of Madame Des Roches! fhe {pent

yefterday with us, and after dinner defired - 7

‘to converfe with me an hour in my apart-
ment, where .fhe opened to me all her |
heart _on the ﬁlb_]c& of her love for
Rtvers. .

Shc is the nobleft and moft amiable of
womgn, and [ have been in regard to her
the moft capricious and unjuft: my batred .
of her was unworthy my character ; I bluth
to own the meannefs of my femxmcnts,~ '
whilft I admire the generoﬁty of. hers.

s . Why,
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Why, my dear, thould T have hated her?
fhe - wns unhappy, and deferved rather my
compaflion : 1 had deprived her of alfh'a'\ﬁc
“of being beloved, it was too much to with
to deprive her alfo of his converfation.
I kiew myfelf the only obje& of Rivers’s
love; why then fhould I have envied her his
fnend’hxp ? fhe had the ftrongeft reafon to

hate me, but I thould have loved and piticd.
L.

Can there be a misfortune equal to that
of loving Rivers without.hope of a return?
" Yet fhe has not only born this misfortune
without complaint, but has been the con-
fidante of his paffion for' another ] he
owned to her all his tendernefs for me, and
drew a pifture of me, ¢ which, the told me,
ought, had the liftened to reafon, to have;
deftroyed even ‘the thadow of hope: bu+
that love, ever rcady to flatter and deccive,
hiad betrayed her into the weaknefs of fup-

L 3 pofing



222 THE HISTORY OF

poﬁng & pofible I might refufe \hml, and
sthatgratitude: might, in that cafe, touch
‘his. hedrr. with tendernefs for one who loved
him:withi the moft pure and difint&refted
affection ;. that her journey to Quebec had
remaved the veil love had placed between
.Jber.and gruth; that the was now convinced
‘the faint® hope fhe had. epcouraged’ was
_madnefs, and that our fouls were formcd‘
_ -,f0t qach othcr '

-

Sheowned fbe fhll loved him wuh the
ot lLively affedtion ; yet affured me, fince
fhe was ndt nllowed- to make. the . moft
camidhle. of -mankind bappy herfelf, - fhe
-wifbied- him to be fo with the woman on
earth lhe thought meﬁ worthy of him.

5 1§he z\ddcd, that {he had on. ﬁrﬁ feemg
:me,: though “fhe thought me worthy . his
‘heart, felt an impulfe of diflike which fhe
was athamed to own, even now that seafon
-and reflexion had conquered fo unworthy

a fen-
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a {entimen®; that Rivers’s complaifance had
~a hiwtle diflipated -her. chagrin, and enabled -

“her 2o-behave to me in the marter fthe’ did :
that - fhe had, however, aimoft hated ~mc
atthe ballin the country : that the teades-
~wesinw Rivers’s. eyes thav day-whenever they
metimine, and his comparative inattemion
to her, had wouudcd her 10’ tthoni «I:

That this pr:f»eu nce had hmvcvcr, beea -

falutary, though painful; fince it had de-

termined - her to conquer a . palfion, which

“eculd -only: make her life -wretchred if it
“eontinued ;- thar, as-the firlt Htep 1o Ris
g.eonqueﬁ fhe had" refolved to $ee> himrno
. -fuore 1 ‘that:the-would-Teturn to-her-heoule
~ -the inomient fhe:eould crofy the river with
‘ ftfcty, and conjured me, for her fake, to

- uperfuade:him -t giva. Gp: 4l thougtivé of a

-fetlement near ‘her; -that flie ‘could mot

g e i A

andwer for: her own heart if fhe cominuedto:- -

fee him ; ; that fhe believed in lovc there Was‘

-mo {afety but inflight, +

L4 ' : That -
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That his abfence had .given her time to
think coolly ; and that fhe now faw: fo
* ftrongly the amiablenefs of my chara&er,
and was fo convinced of my perfe& tender-
nefs for him, that the fhould hate herfelf
_were the capable- of wnfhmg ‘to interrupt
" our. happmefs.

- That the 11oped I Would pardon her
‘retaining a tender femembrance of a man
who, had he never feen me, might have .
retursied her affe@tion ; that the thought fo
hxghly of my heart, as to believe I could
pot hate 2 woman who efteemed ‘me, and
who folicited my frxendﬂnp, though a
happy rival,” :

-1 was touched, even to tears, at her
behaviour : we embraced; and, if I know
_ my own weak foolith heart, I love her. -
She

Al
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- She talks of leaving Qt_xebec before
_R'IVCYSS return ; fhe faid, her coming was

an xmprudence whxch only love could excufe 3o

- and'that fhie had no motivé for her journey
* but the defire of féeing him, which twas fo
lively as to hurry her intoan indifcretion

‘of which fhe was afraid - the World+tdok
but too much notice. -What openfeft,
what fincerity, what gcncrof‘ ty, was thefe
in all fhe faxd'

How fupcnor, m) dear, is her cha.ra&err .

‘t0 mine! I bluﬂ1 for myfelf onthe  com-
parifon; T am fhocked to fee ho“ much- e
‘foars above .me: .how. is it poﬁible Ru*ers

" thould not have preferred her to me? ?"Yer
-this is the woman I fancied mczypabie of -

any paflion buvvanity... ... ... ...
am fure, my dearBell;Tam not-nz-
mrally envious of the merit of. others ; - but
Ls . my
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- my excefs of love for Rivers makes me ap-

prebenfive  of every . woman who can

~ poflibly rival sde in his tendernefs.

T was hurt at Madame Des Roches’s
uncommon merit; I faw -with .pain  the
amiable qualities of her mind; I could fcarce
even allow her perfon to be -pleafing : but
this imjuftice s not that of .my -matural
semper, but.of love.

Shc is certainly 7ight, my dear, 10 fee

him no more; I applaud, I admire-her .

refolution: do you think, however, the
would purfue it if the. loved as Ido? fhe
‘has perhaps loved before, and her heart
‘has loft fomething of #s native trembling
fenf{ibility . i
I wifh my heart felt, hermerit as firongly
as my reafon: 1 efteem, I admire, I even
love -her at prefent; but I am convinced
Rivers’s rewurn while fhe continues here
would

nsnitiiih
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would. weaken thefe fentiments of affeétion:
the leaft appearance of preference;. efen
for a moment, would make me vetapfe inro
my former weaknefs. I adore, I idolize her .
charafter ; but 1 cannot’ fmccrely wifh 1o
cﬁluvﬁté}hetﬂfhendﬂnp I

.bF
. ‘
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LETTER CXXL
To the Earl of ——. .

" Silleri, April 14.

ENGLAND however populous, is un-
doubtedly, my Lord, too fmall to
afford very large fupplies of people to her

colonies: and her people are, alfo too
~.ufeful, and of too much value, to be

* .fuffered to emigrate, if they can be pre-

- vented, whilft there is fufficient employment
for them at home.

It is not only our intereft to have colo-
-pies ; they are not only neceflary to our
commerce, and our greateft and fureft
fources of wealth, but our very being as a
powerful. commercial nation depends on
them: it is therefore an obje& of all
others moft worthy our attention, that they

fhould
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fhould be as. ﬂounﬂ:ung and populoss. as

~ poflible..

It is however equally our intereft to

- fupport them at as little expence of our

own inhabitants’ as poflible :. I -therefore.
look on: the acquifition. of fuch a number
of fubjeéts as we found in Canada, tobg.a
much {uperior advama.ge to that of gaining
ten times the immenfe tra& of land cedgd

" tous, if uncultivated and deftitute of inha-

bitants.

But itis not only contrasy te-our intereft

‘to {pare many of onr own people as
. fettlers in' America; it muft alfo be. con-
fidered, that, if we-could fpare - them, the

Englith are the worlt fettlers on new

lands in the univerfe.

Their attacﬁmem to.theirnative country,

efpecially - amongf{t the lower 'ranks of

peoplc, is fo very ftrong, that few of the
: ‘honeft
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honeft and induftrious can be prevailed on
to leave it; thofe therefore wheo:gey Jdre
generally the diffolute and the 1dle, wﬁo are
of- no: ufe any where. .

Thc Englith-are: alfo, though mduﬁnous,
a&xve, and ‘enterprizing, . ilf fitted to’béar
='the hardfhips{ and fabmit to the wants,

~rhidh imeviably attend an-infarit fentement
-even on them frtmfnL kmds. AU

r The Germans, on the contrary, w’nh dre
fame ‘ufeful qualities, have .a patience,..x
' »-pef»feverance, an- abftimenie, Which: pecnli~
-arly “fit “them: for - the ‘cultivation of inew.
countries ;100 great encouragement there-
fore cannot be given to them o fettle in
our colonies: they make heser -fettlers:
than our own people; and atthe fame time
their ‘numbess are an’ acquifition of . réal
firength wheve they fix, witbowt weaken-
- ing me mothcr eowntry. :

It
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It uAloug fince the. populoufuefs o Eue
“rape.has been the caufe of her. fending out
colonies : a better policy prevails ; mankind
are enlightened ; we are now convinced,
both by keafon and experience; that, no
mdnﬁnou& people can bq top popmlous. 1%

~The northern: fwarms “Were: compcllad to
leave their refpe&ive.countries, adt becaufe
thofe countries were unable to fupport
‘them, but becaufe they were o0 idle to
- cnlrivate the ground: 1hey were a feracions,
- —ignorant, barbarous people, averfe tolahory; -

atached ‘to war, and; like our American

" favages, believing every -employment. noc.

relative to this favorite ;obje&, beneath :hc
dxgmty of mant

Thcxr umgmrons theneforewmme lc{s

OWiLg 10 their. populoufuefs, than to their

- want of induftry, and -barbarous contesmpt

- ,of agriculture and c{éry ufeful art. -

It

»
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It is Wlth pain I am compellcdtio fay, the
late fpirit of encouraging - the monopely of
farms; which, ftom a narrow fhort-fighted
policy, prevails amongft our landed men at
home, and the alarming growth of celi-
bacy amongft the peafantry which is its
~ neceflary confequéence, to fay nothing of the
fdme ruinous increafe of celibacy in: highér
ranks, threaten us with fuch a decreafe of
population, as' wiil' probably - equal . that
caufed by the ravages of thofe fcourges of
heaven, the fword, the famise, and.the

 peftilence.

If this felfif policy continues to extend
itfelf, we fhallin a few years be fo far from
being able to fend emigrants to America,
that we fhall be reduced to folicit their
“return, and that of. their 'poﬁcrity, to pre-
vent England’s becommg in .its:turn . an’
uncultivated defart. :

- Bat
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Bat to return to Canada ; this large ac-
quifition of people is an invaluable treafure,
if managed, as I doubt not it will be, to the
beft advantage; if they are won by the
"gentle arts of perfuafion, and the gradual
progrefs of knowledge, to adopt fo much
of our manners as tends to make them hap-
* pter in themfelves, and more ufeful members
of the focnety to ‘which “they belong : if
with our language, which they fhould by
every means be induced to learn, they
acquire the mild genius of our religion and
Jaws, and thag fpirit of induftry, enterprize,
and commeree, to which we owe all our
~ greatnefs. |

Amongft the various caufes which con-
cur to render France more populous than
England, notwithftanding the difadvantage
of a lefs gentle government, anda religion fo
very unfavorable to the increafe of markiad,
the cultivation of vineyards may be reckoned

a prin~
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a principal onej;. as it employs a much
greater number of hands than even agri- -
cuiture. itfelf, which has however infinite
‘advantagcs in this refpe above pafturage,

the certain caufe of a.want of people -

wherever it prcmﬂs above its. duc pro--,
portion.

Our climate denies us theé advantages
arifing from the culture of vines, as well as
. many others which nature has aceorded o .
France; " a - confideration: which :fhould’ a-
waken us from the lethargy into-whichthe
. avarice of individuals has plunged us, and
fer usin earneft on impreviag every-aduvan-
tage we enjoy, <in order to fecure us by

Mr nAae Neanrrth Eonen £o Farn Wla A
C..‘: .....1?: -s.\.usta XAV 0 IG lsnuuudu»v -

riul. ’

The want of bread to eat, from the late
falfe and cruel policy of laying fmall farms
into great ones, and the geaeral difcourage-
ment of tillage which is its coafequence, is

. in
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g

~in my opinion much lefs to be apprehended
than the want of people to eat it.

In-every country where - the inhabitants
are at once numerous and-induftrious, there

will always be a pmporuonablc culti-
vation.

~This evil is fo very deftru&ive and alarm-
ing, thar, if the great have pot virtue
enough to remedy it, it is to be hoped i
will in jime, like moft great en.s, sure
ifelf.

‘ .Yourlo;dﬂzip enquires into the.nature
-of this climate in refpett to health. The air
being Uﬂqommgnly pure aod ferene, it is
favorable to life beyond any I ever kaew:
~ the people live generally to a very ad-
vanced age; and are remarkably free from
‘difeafes of every kmd except confamptions,
40 which the younger part of the mhabnams
are- 2.good deal fubje&. | g
t

-
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It is however a circumftance one cannot
help obferving, that they begin to look old
“much fooner than the people in Europe; ot -
which my daughter obferves, that it is not
very pleafant for women to come to refide

in a country where  people have a fhorz
' youth and a long old age.

The difeafes of coId courﬁ%ﬁg’s are in ge- -
neral owing to want. of perfpiration; for
which reafon exercife, and’ even diffipation,
are here the beft medlcmcs. : o

The Indfans tﬁercfore ﬁ'cwcd theu' good
fenfe in advifing the French, on their firft |
" arrival, to ufe dancing, mirth, chearfulnefs,
‘and contenty as the beft remedies againt
the/inconveniences of the climates

1 have already fwelled this letter to fuch
a length, that I muft. poftpone to another
time my account of the peculiar. natural

produ&nonsc
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produdions of Canada; only obferving, that

one would imagine heaven intended a focial °
intercour{e between the moft diftant nations,

= by giving them produttions of the earth fo-

very different each from the other, and each
more than fufficient for itfelf, that the ex-
change might be the means of fpreading the
‘borgd of fociety and brotherhood over the
whole globe

, In my opinion, the man who conveys,
“and caudes to grow, in any country, a graia, -
" a fruit, or even.a flower, it never poffeffed
" befere, deferves more praife than a thou-
. fand heroes: he isa bcnefa.&or, he is m
- fome degrce a creator.

I have. the honor to be,
-, My Lord,

--Your Lordfhip’s &c

WiLLiax Feanon.:
"LET-
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LETTER cxxn. N

To Mifs Mox'mcus, at (Qxcbec. :

e Montrca), Apnl 14
IS it pdmble, my- dear- Ematy, you can,
after all- I have faid, perfit-in endea-
voring ‘to diffwade-mhe from a defign on
_+ whick my -whole <happefs depends; and
--which I flartered myfelf was equalty effentiat
1o yours?-1 forgave; T even adimiréd, “your

. firft feruples 1 thoughtivgenerofity: bar 1 .

have anfwered it ; amd if you had:loved as

I do, you would never again have named fo -

unpleaﬁng a fubjc&

.Does your own: heart tcH you.mire will -
call a fettlement here, with you, an exile?
Examine yourfelf well,and tel me whether
yvar averﬁon to ﬁaymg it ‘Canada is not

. o ﬁrongcr.
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fironger than your tendernefs for “your-
Rivers. -

I am -hurt beyond all words at the
came&(\éft:“ with which you prefs Mrs.
Melmoth to diffwade me from ftaying in /
this. country: you prefs with warmth my/
return to England, though it would put au
eternal bar between us: you give reafons
which, though.the underftanding may ap-
prove, the heart abhors: can ambition -
come in competition with -tendernefs? you
fancy -yourfelf -generous, when you are only-
indifferent.- Infcnﬁblc gu‘lr you know no-
thmg of- love.

Write to me inftantly, and tefl me- cvery
"emotion of your foul, for 1 tremble at the

idea that your affeltion is lefs lively than
' mpine: :

Ad:eu' I am wretched till I hear from
you. Isit poﬂiblc, my Emily, you caa have
ceafed
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- ceafed to love him, who, as you yourfelf

own, fees’ no other obJe& than you in the
univerfe ?

~

Adieu! Yours,

Ep. Rivirs.

You know not the heart of your Rivers,

if you fuppofe it capable of any
ambition but that dear one of being
beloved by you.

~ What have you faid, my dear Emily 2"

You will not marry me in Canada. You

have pafled a hard fentence on me:
* you know my fortune will not allow

me to marry you in England.

-

"END OF VOL. IL
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