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The Whitney Government and The Liquor
License Law

^;t:^. '^^a^ °''™--™^ - «>« ey^reS^o^f tttc s?

Mr. Hanna's Address

same cITecl, that, if elected to offlte, he would eiveaa strict .n^l» ^
ment of the l,Huor License Law as the mew^.t the dLw.al of th^(lovernment would permit.

oisposai or the

I cannot better state his position than bv auotin? hi« >.»., „ iSpeakm^ in the House on the Referendum as lea^e? of the nn?^«^*''"'"j
as reported in the newspapers on March 6li;, ?m|, he,aid :-'^"

"Let me repeat that I approach the consideration of this Questionwith an earnest desire to so deal with it as to minimize tSeevr^"of the hquor traffic. I be eve I have eiven it m rn„,.v! i,™ f
thought as any rrian of my age in this counTry I ""eve thafnoman worthy of the name of a good citizen, who understands aSdrealizes the nature and extent of this great evil can failtn ™.k^.
that it is his iluty to bend his energies-notin a ntS-ow or bi^^^^^^spirit, but with malice towards none and charity to all-towart;the solution of ihis great problem. As a feeble attemnt I?^^"what I consider to be my Suty, 1 therefore for the rea.^nl 7 k

°°
•set forth declare that /will Lintain intact and allowTrelax^tion on thf restrictions on the sale of liaimr and /{,» i !^T
;;enforc. the license law honestly and with the'wh;ie"^wer„f TheKovernment. pxwer oi tne

And again in the same address he said, with almost prophetic visionWe may not succeed in attaining power. I am, however preoared to take the re.sponsibiIlty for my attitude on this question andto face whatever the future may bring, but I do believe that r cansee beyond the excitement and agitatfon which has been cau^by dealing with this great moral question as a politicaTfoS?bJ^and I believe the people who love honesty and fair deal nS i^rtjustify the po-sition whi h, on my honor and on my consScr I•have felt impelled to tak
,
and from which I shall not recede "

31st. im^he^^if:'-''
''"'''' °' "^' «^^^""»™t. »>«1 as re,»rted on .Matxh



"The License Act, irrespective of whether the liquor or temper-
"ance people will be pleased or not, will be enforced. Wc expect to

"And uefectH in the law, but we will remedy these defects to the
"beat cf our ability, and whatever law the people pUce on the
"statute books will be enforced, and we will not fora moment allow
"ourselves to be dragooned in any way." Applause.

Again, in the House, as reported on 19th April, 1907^ Mr. Whitney
said :—

"1 believe it to be he duty of every good man to do all in his

"power to minimize the effects of the «'intc evil in the province. I

"nave stood by this and would do so again, even if the extreme
"temperance man and liquor man hunted in couples, as at the last

"election."

Has The Law Been Enforced ?

Mr. Whitney's attitude on this question, as leader oi the Opposition,

left no room for doubt or misunderstanding as to where he stood. The el-

ectors took him at his word and elected him to office with an emphatic
mandate to carry out his pledge. Has he done so ?

As Premier of this ^eat province, he assigned to me the important
duty of administering the Liquor License Law. I could have no doubt as to

the nature of the trust imposed upon me. I came to my duties determined
to carry out the pledges so repeatedly given. Our first effort was to select

as Liquor License Commissioners men who could command at once the
respect and confidence of the community. In the great mHJori'y of cases
we have succeeded in doing so. We adopted a like course m uur appoint-
ments of inspectors where changes were made, and we at once by circular

notified the commissioners and mspectors alike as to the policy of the Gov-
ernment with regard to the enforcement of the law, and asked them to see
to it that the licensees of the province "kept hotel."

We spared no pains to impress upon the commissioners and inspectors
alike that tne law should be properly enforced. Have we sueseeded in se-

curing proper enforcement? It has fortunately not been left for me to

answer that question. We ask the liquor license holders, and they answer
"Yes." We ask the temperance people, and tney answer "Yes." We
need not stop here. We go to the columns of the temperance press, and we
find there repeated expressions of gratitude to the Government for their

honest effort to enforce the law. We find like expressions in the resoluti-

ons of the conierences and meetings of the different churches of the pro-
vince. We find the same answer as well in letters, not by the score, but by
the hundred, that have reached the department from all classes, eommend-
ing the government for its earnest enforcement of the law. It m true that

this condition, whiL very general, may not be without exceptions, but I ean
assure the electors of the province that where this is not the condition local-

ly, it is not for lack of effort on the part of the Government.

As to The Special Officers

But I hear some one say : "As to all this I am agreed, but I do not
like your methods. Why do you employ men specially charged with the
collecting of evidence ? Tne facts are that early in the administration of
this law, we found that notwithstanding the efforts of chose locally respons-

ible, the law was at times being violated. Complaints would reach the
Department from responsible sources; each complaint would be sent back
to the License Commissioners and Inspector of the district from which it

came. From the Inspector we would receive the report— "I have inveotig-

pr^O
. - LIBRARY

VICTORIA, B. C
202136



power to «mpl<,y men unknown to ,he pe^„. complali^ „?*J?„'ta.^^^^

SSfdence w.mnted u!
'" P*"""' ^""p'^""'' »' ""fht be PunUhed If the

Instructions tc Officers
I hear some one nay, however : " I purree with all thi« •• w ii k... ido not agree with the mithoda adopted by lemen who are mbT in t^ ii

Son\?pri„ ofe tHoV Tk -cSi«SS^

methods thai any decent man'^woulJ be fl.haii«l rf 'rhev Ire inf^™2[that any such action on their part will not on^ be followed hv {hl^^S^

he may be interested in the liquor trafficVcan pMsJblv obkct Th. »
"""'*'

gets a hcensi' to sell within certain hours- he mv. fL .itfi- * hcensce

ssssssSi?isl^
stories of Questionable Methods Not Borne

Out

hese men^'o%";;,X"eS!i:'vU;7n'?^,^n'^7„'^^thn'l"' *' '«' ^ ""'
to the very methcSis^that you'^y"„'Xveiva™^%STg^St"'''~^'"«

It is true that these men have been so renortpH R,.f .—again we have investigated these reports It haa ftE?S "' "»»"' ""i

9'ra"M]:fi^d^^?rfc.ii»^^^^^

"^^^^^.Jisy^ffe-tliaiiS'iaS



Court. Tlm« anil time igain these stories hive been told hut not in on..stagU. InsUnc. have they been substantiated. We hav' taken th" „L"n«

X^r™-n"i?;""'''' ^""'" '."."'« municiiwlity, (o the major h.rwthe Cnwn Attorney, ete., am have itiven it to th.. i„.v. L,,„ . , f . i ;

TJitk fo'^ndll^"
""' ".' 'T' ""'^ i" aiJion'tha't' iUuXlulX^X

woinnlTi^V* '?""*'=.'. '*"'.'"»" *'>o had resort..,! to surh methods

lo rerute It, the Hne is paid, the procecdint-a are over- and he then hiiai..n«

SiL.2i„-''!i '.":?*' /e ^i" ''" '""«'' '""> «onH<fenceand t.l themthe
h!^;?£.''* l'^"' ""i?*

''* *" ?«'-''"<' in'" breai.inK the law for wh chhe has always Sad such espect. In no single case has sich a «torv h.«„confirmed by t le story in Se witness box.'' In everr^ase that hi rLihe,^
be*J?.'h''o!?7'"^";''""f^"'* '•"'"' "• "'herwiirthe story ha. tu^od^mo
n^r.^ '^' foandation. I repeat asain that our methods have 1,1"^ such as

1% ?ar/al"rry-ffi'i;«,r;X
'''""^" "^ "^ '" '*« '>'"^' "•-?"- -oul °}

Enforcement of Local Option

seek t^fn'tie'the Uw fn iS o^on'di",Tcts
'"

utl 'Tt «" «"-^.'"T'
tie. that pas. it power to pr^vide'^fficerV,; '

ts en^orcemen '""'u isC

^s^w^^terS'^Ka^^. "^d^ii ^u^'S^Sust beg,n. The m. :nicipality that pa-sses a Local Op ion law ought t^hve
^ffl«,MTT"' '"•'»,'^'"' ?'""• '""'Ufflciently strong to s?e that 'heofficers in that municipality charged with the enforce-ient ot"the law ih'pirmayors, reeves and councillors, should be such men aS wHl sckj to it tla Z
."^irt "L'i"*' "™i'=r!i'y «™ °''-'"™'' anrfTarri^dom N«t o„lv tVl

fe give^therrhe ri.h?'?"'"7 ""^ "^- '"\'>y '"^ amendmVt^'^'fiMrtharmiiiidXV' "or\v^T\ti^th^r^
such additional ,,recauti„ns for the en&cernent o^he Loca ODtionTaw i?

K^ t« fcfe^en^Tf hT«tice™^?cr™nHwhere "icense, obUin but in Local Option distn" ts as well and I reoeac

^ina'ati^rcomS."'"
'«'^'''" '^'» ""'*«'' '^ ^h" ^"" -"-' o!X

Liquor Men Favor Enforcement

»»w hJf!ltl® fh!,"'?"^ ""1 !" ""^ '''<"'" '""ie t»d»y who see as thev neversaw before, that it is moat important that the liquor license law sh„„lH hi

U wl^^i rfu^daV astM °"" '"'"«"' ""^ c?t,.e„s jrafit'th^'ouW Use'It wan a j.iursaay last that there appeareii at the Denartment in Tnrnntn

i^^TtK*!";; "' "™"f!f •'^?..* populous own in The pro" nee T^^^^^rtatea t^ t they owned their buildings, and carried on business themselve?



thut thuy w.Ti- anxioiw to Ke the licenne law in that Inwn enforcod to the

l<it"r, an<l Ihiy hi.l a;;.iin and aKain Hiviirof) h mwtin;- of lh« lu-ennew mhI

.iiliTtd ini.. an urmneemcnt between thcmselvm th»t the law would h«

•itricllv oh»irv.',l. livii that thi- arranuoment WM .10 aooner madt than it

wa« broken by Bomo of thu le^s r, ,.|)on»ibl- of the Ikenaeej. They mw
that thi» courw puriucd by those licennce* meaflt-what? It meant th»t

thi- ritizenK of that town would not much longer »Und for t, and that

unlonH th.! licinHuea tl.-mjclvca would rlsu to their opportunity and put

thomHclvc« Htrictly within the law an other men in other linea of buameaa

in the sami' town never failed to do, the ueople of that town would rue and

wipe out the trade entirely by adoplinn Local Option. They mated plainly

that they came to the Department as a matter of «^.,-pre«<!rvation, and

they wiiihcd u« to see to it that tl.e law was strictly observed and enforced

in that town. They assured us of their boat assistance in the work. These

men expressed the view that the choice of this province m not between the

Liquor License Act observed and an open house, but is between the Liquor

License Act observed and no license at all. Can anyone possibly doubt that

these men were riifht in the views they thus expressed.

The Three-Fifths Clause

But while you may agree with all this, there are, no doubt, some who

liisairree with the three-tlftns clause. In the revision of the Act in 1!K)«, of

the many amendments made by the (jovernment this is the solitary clause

to which exception has been taken by some of the advocates of temper-

ance. There were many other important changes made in thil amending

Act which have had universal approval. That amending Act

1. Defines intoxicating liquors.

2. Prevents the issue of liquor licenses to the wife of a member of a

Municii>al Council, or to the son or daughter living with his or her father

wiio is in the council.

3. Makes any person in charge of a boat or vessel responsible for the

sale of liquor thereon.

4. Repeals the law as to the special census which was so capable of

being abused.

5. Prohibits canvassing for orders for liquor in Local Option districts.

6. Gives power to the head of the Department to veto licenses in

Provisional Judicial Districts.

7. Makes it compulsory on municipal councils to submit Local Option

by-law on petition of 25 per cent, of the electors, and makes it compulsory

on the council to give it the third reading if the people carry it.

8. Provides against fraud in the qualities of liquors.

9. Provides against '

' tied houses.
'

'

10. Provides that technicalities shall not prevail against convictiona

good on the merits.

IL Provides that minors shall not be permitted to act behind the bar.

All these provisions without exception, it is agreed are good and

make for the better enforn ment of the law. But when we come to the

three-fifths clause, there are, as I have said, those who object.

The Practice Elsewhere
On introdicing the Bill in the House, I quotetl a great mass of au-

thority in favoi of the three-fifths clause. I pointed out that in the

Province of Quebec, us u> certain licenses, a majority of all

the electors on the list was required ; that the Northwest

. J^



hIh^? whJ^r^.i,
"•*. Pmvmco, r«|uire,l a thr^r-ftfthn vot.- that in

. thV^'fl^k." ^^' conditionB wore rev.r»ed. the temperance peopli requir

A..tt^r.n r 1
"^^ •"* '" Pl""!"",™"'''!'' "t Halifax, two.th™di; th,- the

IKrinXh ;'.rri.'r„r;?h'er:ta .aLr""*"
''"" **" ^"»- """""•'"

i'J'}'7!!i
°' •'. •" u" "* two-'hirds. The (i„vernmcnt adopte.!that becauae from the temperance party .tself it haH a Kreat authSHry

Porm.«»iye Hill of the Hon. meml)er for f^umlierlnnd fSir wnfrid

later I ,es. the \yelah Bill and the Dir.it Vet.. ; II of IsiKI had al«o a

N-bdlof the nobfe Lord, the member for I'a.l, ington, had Ttwf;th,.d. niajorlty and the Manchester Bill alao . a two- bird. maXr-Ity, and another bill, the Westminster BUI, ha<l a two-Th rds

rr'?„''^- \'lt-f/""'
"? Government ha, adapted m the riajori tyfor toUl prohibition a majority of twro-thirdn.

"

-jorny

I M ^"•ihi"* *" "'•''
^il'- ' f""'"' »" "e'l 'he views expressed Dv nianvleading public men in Church and State in aupiwrt of r«,uirinK a stnm^preponderating vote, I .aid in reference to the Ure majo'ri "uSder whi?fthe bvlaw might b« carried hy a very small majority, and in three vean^repealed by an iqually antall majority of even six or seven

^

"of'ieelbrr- TtK? I'^l^iJ*"*' "J?^""''' °' "", 'f **™" '"™"» « change
. . _. 1 H ' Sf•' */ V ^° one can. It is simply an accident oneway or I ther ShoulJ the status of those men and their propertvamount to thousands, to all that these men possess, be changed 1^-the accident of a few vote.? It is only aft,-r we have had a miKslantial preponderarje of sentiment in ihat locality that local ootionshould be carried, and once established it should not be changed unti"the pendulum has awunf hack the other way, not one per cent ortwo per cent, but ten p, ,.nt. past the centre, for that^s just what

•it l^'Zde Uw ••"^ *'"' ''''°" '" » P™P" ""' """ P™^«"h»t

In The Interest of Temperance
The provision requiring a three-fifths vote to carry is one which fh<,Government believes to be in the interest of the better enfor™mrnt of hilaw. To carry a local option bylaw does in itself little for temperance buta local option bylaw earned with a strong sentimert behin.l it, and proMrlvenforced when earned, may accomplish much. Local Option was in force

in upwards of 10( municiparities in this province. I had before me when "n^trorfucing the bil a statement showing the municipalities in wh"h "««
option was then alive. I found that it was sl.ll alive in bi.t fourteen mun*cipahties that had adopted It before the year 19(10. and that of these fourteen municipalities every solitary one of them carriinl it by more than athree fifths vote; in many of these cases a TO per cent, or SO per cent vote
It was carried in those municipalities by a vote that at once set at rest allopposition and secured a proper enforcement, and as a result Local Ontion
in these fourteen municipalities survived every attempt at rep il "^Themany municipalities that earned it with smaller majorities repealed it atthe flrat opportunity. In introducing the three-fifths clause, we did notseek to legislate for any particular claas alone. We took the whole histonof sumptuary leg^lationm this province, and with regard to the rSe-
njente of the whole people of the province attempted to shape a bill whichshould establiah a condition of things that woulJ survive the test of timeand justify the bill. I predicted thin that while the friends of temperan^l



pointed to the three-fifths clause as the one objectionable feature of the
bill, the time would come when with proper support from the temperance
party themselves, and with proper enforcement of the law on the part of
the Government and the municipalities adopting it, those same people look-
ing back over four or five years experience would point to the three-fifths
clause as the one which above all others had advanced the cause of temper-
ance. I am not sure that that prediction then made will not be literally

fulfilled. It is not in the interests of temperance that local, option should
be adopted by a municipality only to create bitterness and stHfe between
different sections of the people and to be disregarded by the m^prity: it is

in the interests of umperance that local option, if adopted, 'Should be
passed by such a majority that it will be observed, and have a fair trial in
the community that adopts it.

The Two-thirds Majority Principle in The
Churches

Spi;aVing in tbe Legislative Assembly, or April 10th. la reply to the
motion of Mr. T. H. Preston attacking: the tbrL'(;-ftftbs majority clauxcs of the
Liquor Lice;<se Act, Mr. Hanna pointed out that tbe same principle was em-
bodied in the constitutions of tbe principut Churches, in which it must have
hoeq inserted with precisel> the same object as that wbicb had auima*^cd tbe
Oiiturio Government, namely, in onlur to ilihcourajte inconsiderate c'lnges.
Mr. Hanna then quoted tbe following; cxtmeta from the Constitution of tbe
Methodist Church and stated titat the same principle obtained in ;;rcatcr or less

de-;n'C in several of the other cburchps.

THK METHODIST CHURCH
Extract from the .Dttrfrine and Discipline of the Methodist Church, 1»06.

Page 48, clause 94. Th«. General Conference only »hall have full power
to make liulcs and Regulations for our Church under the following Hmitatfoni
and restriciioas

:

(4) It shall not make any change in the General Rules of our i:k>ciety ex-
cept by a three-fourthi' majority and if required by either order of ministry or
laiiy, a two-thirds viajority of each oider, voting separately.

(5) No change shall be made in tbe basi. of Union aficctiojr constitut-
ional questiunf> or the rights or privileges of ministry or laity except by a three

fourths majority of tbe General Conference, and if lequircd by either ministry
or laity a two-thirds tiiajority of each order voting separately.

(6) In cases of the foregoing clauses 4 and 5, it is understood! that only
three-fourths and two-thirds resptrctively of those voting shall be required, pro-
vided that the total number present and voting shall not be loss ihan ooe-balf
of all the members reported elected.

Clanse 95. The General Conference by a vote of tico-thirds of its members
shiilt have power to increase or diminish the number or alter tbe boundaries of
the soverul annuiit Conferences.

CTfl'/« 112. The General Conference may rc\'erse any decision of the
Board of Appeal by a three-fourths majority of those present and voting provid-
ed that the total number of those present and voiim- shall be not less than one-
half of all tire members reported denied.

THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN CANADA
Adopted 1893.

Page 125. No change in tbe Basis of Constitution shall be considered
unless a majority of eacn Order is present, ana no change shall take place un-
Ir'ss unanimousli/ Adopted by both houses or until affirmed bv a two'thirds of th^

Upper Uouee and a two-thirds majority of each Order of the House of Delc-
;;a.tes, and in the latter case it s-haU «t*ntf o*}erfor coKjlrm-atioii ^^XX the oest
mocllDg of the Synod wUea it must be affirmed by siTniui/r minorities.








