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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Vancouver Board of Trade.

May, 1898.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

Gentlemen,—It gives uie great pleasure to be able to report

briefly on a year of great progress in this community, and of consider-

able activity,and I think, appreciable results from work done by this

Board.

Membership. There has been a large increase in the membership,
"'^"''~^"~

which from 76 at the beginning of the year has now
grown to 150.

While the attendance at the meetings has not been all that it

might be, a much greater interest is taken in the work of the Boarfl,

and I think it is now in closer touch with the mercantile community
than it has ever been hitherto.

It is with very great regret that we have to note during the year

the death of Mr. D. Oppenheimer, who was the first President of this

Board.

Work Done. The following subjects have been discussefl by the Board
during the past year, and resolutions with regard to them

passe<i after due consideration : Customs Regulations re Ship stores
;

Establishment of a Mint ; Delegation to meet Count Ito on 1 9th

June; Beacons on Canoe Pass; Reciprocal Tariff; Report from

Representative to Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Em-
pire; Extension of the Northern Shipping Trade, 8th June, 1897

;

Salmon Hatcheries ; Kootenay Mail Service ; Increase of Staff at

Vancouver Custom House ; Customs exacted by the United States

on goods entering the Klondike ; Steamers to the Yuk<m ; C. P. N.

Steamers not calling at Vancouver ; Stikine River Route to the

Yukon; Hon. Secretary, Wni. Skene resigned 12th Oct., 1897;
W. T. Stein, Chartered Accountant, a})pointed Secretary ; Proposed

Music Hall ; Proposed Improvements to Cana<lian Pacific Railway
terminus ; Address to the Hon. Clifford Sifton ; Insolvency Legis-

lation; to re-open old telegraph trail to Omineca and Cassiar; Stikine

River Navigation ; Mineral Exhibit for Board Room ; Maps for

Board Room ; Trail from Squamish to Pemberton ; Yukon Mining i!
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Licences; Report by Trade Commissioner to South America ; Pacific

Cable ; Steamers to Central and South American Ports ; Trap
Fishing for Salmon in Boundary Bay ; Victoria, Vancouver and
Eastern Railway ; Duty on Canning Supplies (Tin Plate and Pig

Lead); Smelter propositions; Duty on Fresh Salmoii ; Halibut

Fisheries ; Railway from Columbia River westward ; Duty on

Lumber; Advertising the Yukon, 19th August, 181*7; Klondike
Advertising Committee elected '26th Nov., 1897 ; Chamber of Mines:

Additional Lights and Fog Horns on Northern Coast ; Rocks and
Snags in the Stikine ; Duties on Lumber ; Light House at the

Narrows, Burrard Inlet ; Kettle River Railway ; Railway from
British Columbia Port to Telegraph Creek ; Inspection of Stationary

Boilers.

Klondike A committee made up of Members of the Board of

Advertisint;. Trade and other merchants, took up the matter of
^'"'^~"'""

advertising Vancouver as an outfitting point, and its

other advantages in connection with the " rush " of miners and
others to the newly discovered gold fields of the Yukon. This met
with great success, the sum of $7,540 having been subscribed of

which $4,514 is paid and has been I think profitably expended.

The principal schemes engaged in were :

—

1st Advertising in 20 I^eadhig British Papers.

M

(<

2nd " Eastern Canada

3rd " United States

4th " Kootenay "
.

5th " Australian

6th Having a large photogravui-e of Vancouver

j)rei)ared fi'om a photograph ft»r disti'ibution

in prominent places in England and else-

where.

7th Distribution of City pam[)hlets and Klondike

edition of The World.

8th Writing })ersonal letters in reply to the many

en(juiries made as a result of these advertise-

ments. Though this has entailed a great <leal

of work on the Secretary of the Conr.nittee,

the results have amply justified the course

taken.
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9th Opening? a Bureau of Infortiiation in Seattle

with reference to outfitting here. This I

think iias l)een one of the best advertisin;;?

means adopted, and on fu-eount <)f the attack

made on it by the Press of Seattle did even

nioi'e work than was expected of it.

The Board had also the })leasure of interviewinji^ Sir Wni. Van
Home, Mr. J. (J. Shaugnessy and the Hon. Mr. Clifford Siftoii,

besides othei's, the result of which meetinj^s, especially that with

Sir Wm. Van Hoi-ne, have been very satisfactory and productive t)f

much <^ood in the way of ivstorinu; citnhdence and assistinj? a wave of

renewed pros|»erity, of which we are now receivinjij a tan;^il)le {)r<M»f.

Tt is ])]easiTig t(» observe that the Canadian Pacific Railway Co.

ai"e now :;;oin,i< <ni with their iiiii<fnificeiit tei-minal buildin<(s as

j)romised in these interviews.

Aijricidturc. Which has been very depresse<l foi- some years is
„j.-iiuiu-

^^^^^^ showini; marked siifiis of im]>rovement. The
J\londike rush is i^ivinj^ hir,<>'e and proHtal)le demand for all descrip-

tion of produce especially in the shajie of hoi-ses, cattle, hay and feed

of all descrii)tions.

Milling. The followin*^ fii^ures jfiving the production of the
^""""^ "Lode Mines" of the Province, show the wonderful

develoj)ment taking place in this industry, coverinj^ only the pro-

duction of Gold, Silver, Lead and Copper :

—

Vai.i'k.

1892 . . . $ i;i9,440

l.S9;i - - - - 297,400

1894 - - - 78|,;U2
189.") - - - - •>,'M-2,:m

189G - - - 4,257,179

Total for 5 years - |7,817,7r)8

1897 - - - $7,052,432

The yield of placer gold, [irincipally from the Cariboo District,

was as follows :-

1892 . . . $ ;{99,526

189;{ - - - - ;{5(»,i;n

1891 - - - 405,5 1«;

1895 - - - - 481,r)8;{

|89() - - - 544,020

1897 - - - - 51."1,520

H

I i i

I > -
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Salmon This year (the 4fch and largest in the usual circle of

Canning. four years), the pack has reached the record figure of^^""^
1,01.5,477 cases made up as follows :

—

Fraser River - - 860,459

Northern Pack - - 155,018

1,015,477

The following figures shew the growth of the industry on the

Fraser River :

—

1890 - - - 244,633
1891 - - - - 177,658

1892 - - - 167,022
1893 - - - - 457,797

1894 - - - 363,967
1895 - - . - 400,368

1896 - - - 356,984

1897 - - - - 860,459

Prices for canned salmon have ruled very low this season, but on
the other hand, the price of fish was less than it has been for several

years, so that the result to the canneries should be satisfactory.

A combine is now (organized between the principal agents, with a

view to keeping the price at a figure to give a fair profit, and recent

sales have been made at satisfactory rates.

li

Lumber. The foreign shipments of Lumber are less than usual,
"""""^^

partly through the fact that shipping is very scarce

and freight high, but the local and Eastern Markets are improving,

and the construction of Crows Nest Pass Railway has caused large

orders to be placed here. Loggers are getting better prices, and
there is generally a better feeling in this business.

Shipping. It is expected that the tonnage return when received
""'"'""'"""

will show a decrease from last year's statement.

Toward the end of the year, freights increased very materially

from 10/ to 11/, and there was a great scarcity of shipping on the

coast, a large part of the local lleet being engaged in Klondike
business.

In connection with this business * it is gratifying to note that a
large fleet of River Steamers and other craft are building at Van-
couver and New Westminster.
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Revenue The Revenue Returns for the Port of Vancouver are

Returns, as follows :

—

Imports for 1897

1896 -

Increase

Exports for 1897

1896 .

Increase

Revenue for 1897

1896 -

Increase

$1,987,855

1,578,819

$ 409,036

$1,302,363

1,093,738

$ 208^625

$ 485,838

394,178

A

$ 91,660

General It is safe to aslert that at no time within the past seven

Business, years did general business prospects look so bright as
'"^'^'"~

at present. From its position, and the facilities that

the Canadian Pacific Railway Co. and others are preparing to give

Vancouver in the way of first class lines of steamers to northern

ports, there is no doubt that we shall get a large share of the out-

fitting trade for the Klondike. These facts are well advertised and
already we are feeling the benefits of this new trade, which has the

great advantage of being entirely on a Cash Basis.

A large number of our merchants have made extensive prepara-

tions for it, and are doing a very satisfactory business.

\i \

Real Estate. Real Estate in good business localities has been in
""^~~""^

good demand toward the end of the year, and quite

a number of business lots have changed hands at larger figures than

have been given for some years.

There has never in the City's history been a time when so many
people were passing through, and in many cases staying here, as at

present, every available house is occupied, and a great many new
pnes are i|i course of erection,
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Banking. Two additional Banks, the Merchants' Bank of Hal-

ifax and the Molson's Bank, have opened offices here

during the year, making six banks in all with branches in Van-

couver.

I hope that the prosperity, on which there can be no doubt we

are now entering, may last for many years, and show itself in the

steady growth and development of the City of Vancouver of which

we must all feel proud, and that this Board will always be a factor

in and au assistance to such growth ; and I take this opportunity

to thank the Members of the Board and my fellow officers for the

uniform f;ourtesy and assistar.iie they have extended to me during

the year'.

W. GODFREY,
President.

(

'ii

:!
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Secretary's Report for the Year 1897-8.

MEETINGS.

General Meetings of the Board 12

Special " " " 4

Meetings of the Council 29

MEMBERSHIP.

Members on the Roll at .31st March, 1897 76

Resigned 2

Deaths 2

— 4

72

New Members elected 78

Members on the Roll at .3 1st March, 1898 1.50
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Secretary's Report for the Year 1897-8.

FIN.WCIAL STATKMKXT.

lUlanco in Hank at 31st March, 1S97 % 180 52

Dues, I'hitranco Foes, ttc
' 1287 50

. $1468 K)'l

Expenditure—
Current Expenses I 598 40

Annual Report 275 00

Klondike Advertising 150 00

Furniture Account 117 61

$1141 01

Balance in liank of British North America
at 28th February, 1898 .327 01

$1468 02

Balance Sheet as at 28tii Fkhkuary, 1898.

Liabilities—
Dues paid in aavance $ 77 00

Surplus of Assets over Liabilities • • • • 621 86

'

_
$698 86

Assets—
Balance in Bank of British North America $327 01

Furniture 195 85

Unpaid Dues 176 00

$698 86

WILLIAM T. STEIN, C.A.,

Secvctaru.
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EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES.

Canadian Mint.

At a Mft'tiiif,' lu'l(i (»u IStli May, 1H!)7, it was msolvcd that

the Vanc(»u\ei' Hoard of Tnule endorse tlie proposal to estahHsh a

Mint in Canada fen- the coiiiaj^e of Gold, Silver and Coj)per.

Prelt sntinl British Tariff.

At a Meeting held on Hth June, 1«S97, it was resolved that

this Board desii-es to place on record its unijualified approval of the

reciprocal clause in the new tariff, helieving that the action taken

hy the Dominion Government in this matter will be productive of

far-reaching results for the benefit of all parts of the British Empire.

Duty on imports to tlie Klondilce.

At a Meeting held cm 13th July, 1897, the Board passed a

resolution pointing out to the Dominion Customs authorities that

considerable quantities of goods emanating from Puget Sound Ports

ar<^ being carried into Canadian Territory without paying duty, by
way of r3yea, from which place they are transported over the moun-
tains to the head waters of the Stewart River, and thence into the

Canaciian Mining Territory of the Khmdike.

Klondii<e Transportation.

On '2nd August, 1897, a special meeting ;)f the Board wa«
held to consider the ({uestion of transportation facilities to the

Yukon, and a conunittee was appointed to obtain subscriptions for

advertising the aflvantages which V^ancouver possesses as the Out-
titting Pt»rt f<ir the KlondiM'.

It was resolved at a Meeting held (m 10th August, 1897, that;

whereas there is a ct)nsider{>ble and i-apidly increasing trade to

the Yukon, and i': is desirable to altoi-d facilities for conmierce to

reach it in order to compete successfullv with foreign competiticm;

therefore be it resolved that the desirability of opening up a route

entirely through undisputed British Territory be strongly urged upon
both the Dominion and Provincial Governments, and further, that

they be asked tt) assist in the immediate construction of the same,
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Canadian Pacific Railway 1'erminal Buiidings.

A Conforencc was lu'ld on ^1)<' Hltli October, 1H07, by the

Canadian Pacilic Hailway Co. oi vitb tbc MenilxM-s of the

City CoiuK'il and of the l>oard <!r i i-adc, wbcn the (iiuvstion of

IMU'niancnt Terminal lluildin^^s for the railway was discussed. T\w
taxation of Hailway property used for Hailway |iui'|)oses was fully

eonsid(Mvd ; and also of obtainiiii; wharf fronta;,'(' for the City

where it would not interfere with tlu^ Hailway Company's pro-

posed wharfs.

The Empress \Aiw of steamers to China and Japan ; the

Australian Liners, and the proposed fiitie of Mail Steaiiishi])s to

the Northern Poi-ts for the Klondike trade were also referre<l to.

Soutl^ American Trade.

A Meetinj^ was held on l.'Uh January, IS'JS, to interview Mr.

E. E. Sheppard, Douiinion (Joverinuent Trade Couunissioner to South
American Ports, when Mr. She])pard reported that he considered

that a large trada with Central and Houtii American Cities might
be built up if the Canadian Merchants would take active measures

to introduce their goods. The Market at the present time is being

entirely supplied by the more enterprising American Merchants,

but there is no reason v.'hy Canadian i)roducts should not hold

their own, in that Market. With regard to a subsidy to a Steam-

sJiip Line operating to South American Ports, he was decidedly in

favor of recommending it, providinl any pai'ties could be found who
would accept a reasonable subsidy to open such a line. He was
doubtful if a Steamship Line would pi'ove a j)aying enteiprist^,

even with the assistance of a subsidy.

i

1i

:'l
\i:

Copy of Address presented to the Tlon. Clilford Sift on. at tlio Board of Trade
lldonis, on Itli NovenilKjr. lKi»7.

To the Hon. Cllffnvd Si/ton,

MiniHter of the Interior,

Catiada.

Sin -.—The members of tlie Vancouver l>oard of Tj'ade have
pleasure in welcoming you to this City.

They desire to ex{)ress their satisfaeti(m at the prt)mj)t aetion

you haA'e taken in making yvurseif personally ae(|iiain(('d with the

special conditions which govern mining in the Yukon district,
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TIm' Mnjinl fin(i<"i|iutt' timt I he cxiiriicmc yaiiu'd will prove to

Ik' of fj;ri'iit aHsistuiicc in pfissiiii; legislation sjM'fially adapted to the
ie<niirenieiit.s of the distfict, and that j^reat henelits will aeeinu* to

the Dominion from the persontil iind local knowledye which you
have acijiiired (»f the ;;reat mining,' re;,n"on.

Tlie l>oard of 'I'rade desire to con;:;rat idat e you, as a member
of the hominion (Jovernment, on the threat advance which Canada
has made in the public estimation durini,' the past venr. Fn her
lumber, fishiiiif and mining,' industries, a lar,u;e amount of IJritish

and foreign capital is bein^' steadily invested, bi-iniLfini; in its ti-ain

social and material j)i'ospeiity to our people.

The J>oard of Trade con.nrutulates the (iovernment on the ener-

,i;('tic manner in which thevarious(Iei)artmentsarebein<,'a(hninistered,

upon tlie increase of revenue at home, and the aj)preciation of

Canadian secuiities abroad. They recoffiiise to a larjL,'e dei.free theses

encoui'af^ing'facts are due to tlie vast mineral wealth in this Province
and in the new ijold fields of tlu' Yukon in the North West Tei'ri-

tories, both of which are daily l)ec()min,t^ more widely known. They
trust that the (iovernment will sliovv its appicciatioii of these con-

ditions by aiding!,' and assisting' in evciy |iossible way in the

devel(H)ment of these resoui'i-es.

r>eli(n inn" that the Cjovcrnment will realize the importance of

this o])port unity, the l>oard of Trade be,i;s respectfully to di'avv your
attention to the followinijc mattei's which will materially assist in

the development so much desired :--

1st The necessity of tel(\Liia[iliic communication
with Dawson City.

2nd Subsidiziii!^ a railwjiy fiom Vancouver or other

fayoura])le point to the Yukon.

3rd The foi-wardini,' and recevin^f the Yukon mails

at Vancouver as bein% the most direct and,

from its position, tlie most natural point for

that I n'pose.

4th A liberal mail subsidy to an etlicieid line of

Canadian steamers operating from Yancouver
to the other coast cities and to northern points.
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5th Arran^oiiieiit-t for iH.suiii^ iniiiiii^ lirciiscH for

tho Yukon District in Vancouver, and also

appointinir a Provincial Mining Uccordcr at

Vancouver.

Gtli The al>oUtion of the re<;ulation respectinjij alter-

nate claims, and the nio(lif3'ing of the royalty

to ten per cent, on all {jfold extracted.

'

f

'

/

7th To provide an effective jifold escort to ininerH

returning from the Yukim diggings.

Hth That hystematic advertisement shall he mad(?

hy the Government that the Yukon gold dis-

trict is in Britisli territory ; tliat all goods

re(|tiired can he hetter purchased in Canada
than elsewhere ; that the goods purchased in

Canada are admitted to the northern Canadian

gold fields free of duty ; that full lines of all

classes of goods rcijuired hy the miners are

hcid hy merchants in Vancouver and the other

coast cities, and that a much greatei- guarantee

for fair treatment and honest packing exists

here than in other countries.

9th That full details re})resenting the Ontario,

British Columhia and Y'^ukon mining districts

he furnished to the agents of the ih'itish (3ov-

erinnent all over the world, and uls<) that it he

impressed hy them upon the jjuhlic that all

goods purchased hy them outside the Dominion
have to pay duty when entering Canada.

Earnestly refjuesting the favor of your kind consideration and
powerful influence in these matters, and wishing yt)u a safe and
pleasatit journey home.

^
(Signed) SOL. OPPENHKlMi:U, Vice-Pies.

WM. T. STEIN, Secretary.
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Pacific Cable.

At a iM«H>tiiij^ held on Sth Fel)riuiiy, IcS'JK, tlu' t'()ll»»\viii«^

rcsoIutiMii was passed :

—

WluTtvus the layiiij^ of a Pacilic Cahh' from Hritisli (Niluiiihia to

Australia to complete the eireleof Imperial telej;rai)lii(; (•(»mimnii(!a-

tioii and afloi'd an altt'iiiatt' direct sei'viee hetweeii the Mother
Country and her ji^reatest dependencies of Canada, India and
Austi'alia, is of the hij^hest strategical and commercial importance;

and VV'hertias in this connection the }l(»me (iovernm«'nt would appear

to be now awaiting moi'e dc^Hnite action on the |>art of the Colonies ;

and Whereas, further, all measures tending to facilitate more ready

intercourse with Australia are of the first imp(»rtance to Canada.

Be it resolved that, in the opinion of the Vancouver Board of

Trad(% the (piestion of the earliest possible completion of a Vacitic

Cable fronj British Columbia t(» Australia is one which demands
the careful and urgent attention of the J)ominion (jovernnuMit.

Be it also resolved that as a further incentive to prompt action,

this Board would suggest that the consumnuition of an all- British

circumterrauean telegrajjhic service might be a fitting event with

which to inaugurate the first year of the twentieth century.
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THE BRITISH COLUMBIA SALMON FISHERY,
SEASON, 1897.

Tlie })a(:k of caniKMl .salmon for tlie Province for tlie 1HD7
season amounted to l,01;j,477 cases an increase of 400,000 cases

over any previous pack. This steady increase on the Fraser

Kiver Pack shows the beneficial elfect of the hatcheries, no that, not-

withstanding the increase in the number of carnieries each year, the

yearly ])ro-rata catch of fish is not reduced, wliile on all the other

livers along the coast there has been no inci'ease in the total of tlie

season's pack.

There is a general demand both by the cann(M*s and fishermen

for additional hatcheries in British Columbia, but the Government
has not taken any acti\e stei)s in the matter. The increase in

the pack on the Columbia River and elsewhere on the Pacific C»»ast,

outside IJritisli Columbia, has taken ])Iace at the various pohits at

which hatcheries are in operation, thus demonstrating the benefit to

Vje derived from the construction of additional hatcheries.

,'
i

m

A Canners' Association has recently been formed for the pur-

pose of generally promoting the interests of the cann.ing industry in

tlu! Province, while the joint action of the canners' representati\-es

in England has considerably assisted in the marketing of the

product.

Great care and attention are now being ]>aid to tlu^ [tacking in

British Columbia which, it is felt, will insure the product of this

Province conimandinin a market at fairly remunerative prices. The
high standard maintained by the Fraser Kiver Canners has secured

the Britisli Columbia pack thc^ preference in the markets of the

United Kingdom, but the cannei's are being forced to nnluce the

cost of their product by the keen com})etition elsewhere.

A shipment of frozen salmon was sent to London, England,

during the past season but the results have not yet been made public.

hi..
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Pack of British Columbia Salmon, Season, 1897.

PACK BY CANNKKIES.

Fkaskr Rivek.

Alliance Canning Co 12,(KK)

Aiiglo-Aniericiin Canning Co 17,.S12

Anglo-British Columbia Packing C\) 140,6:^1

Bon Accord Fishery Co 32,187

Boiitilicr & Co., F ll.liO

British Cuhnnbia Chinning Co 27,149

Bi-\inswick ('anning ('o 52,25)^

(Canadian Pacific Packing Co .%,7aS

(Ueeve (^annjn^? Co 1J),(KK)

('oVonial Canning Co l^.O^l

Chn-rieA: McWilliani« 20,727

Dinsniore Island Canning (!o 12,9(]()

Ewen & (?o ;^i82()

Fedj'ration Brand Halinon Canning Co 2:-{,3H.')

Fishernien's ('anning Co 20,0()4

Fi a.s( 'r River Canning (^> 14,8(J.5

F^'aser River Industrial Society 11,255

Ihnne & C?o., John A 15,074

Londcui (-anning ( 'o 19,S11

McPherson He Hickey 20,002

Malcolm & Windsor 50,707

Ontario Packing Co »,(««

PaciHc Coast Packing Co., Ltd 2.5,447

Provincial ( 'anning Co 1 1,0.")

Sinclair Canning Co 12,4(M)

Star Packing Co 21..SU)

Tcira Nova ('aiming Co 21,1^1

Todd \- Son, .1. H :iS,7!)2

Victoria ('anning Co 54,()(M)

Welsh 1! 14,021

Wcstei-n l-'isli<"ries Co Il,4;)()

WcslliMiii isl.ind Packing Co 14, .504

\Vi'st minster Packing Co 1S.0;{2

<

(
'ti rrlt'tf l''i)i'iriii'(l . .8(JO, 4.50
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Brought Forwanl m),i')9

Skkena Hivkh.

Angld-Brilish ('oluinbia Piukiiig Co l(),2()r>

Balmoral Caniiiiifi; (Jo (J,K85

British Cf)lui»ihia Canniiif^ Co S,l H
(Carlisle Packinjr Co (),3<K5

Inverness Canninjif C<» H,7<SI-{

Royal Canadian Packing ('o 5,7:^4

Skeena Packing Co 8,021

Victoria Canning Co 5,t>K)

RiVKHS Inlet.

Anglo-British Columbia Packing Co 8,044

British Coliunbia Canning Co 9,670

Brunswick Canning Co 5,850

Vancouver Packing Co 3,344

Victoria Canning Co 7,138

Wmihams, E. A 6.161

Naas River.

Federation Brand Salmon Canning Co 20,847

Lowe Inlet.

Lowe Inlet Packing iht 10,008

Namit Harbor.

R. Draney 4,367

Alert Bay.

Alert Bay Caiming Co 8.002

West Coast, V.I.

Olayoquot Fishing and Trading Co 4,484

Total pack for 18!)7 1,015,477

l»
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT FOR FIVE YEARS.

Pack by Districts.

1898 1804 189.5 1806 1897
Cases. Cases. Civses. Cases. Cases.

Frtxsov River 157,797 :«)3,907 4(X),36« :%(5,984 8(«),4.59

Skrena River .59,68:^ 61,151 67,7J)7 KM), 140 65,JK>5

Rivers Inlet .38,(559 .39,351 58,579 107,468 40,207

Nans River 15,190 19,587 19,.550 14,(M9 20,847

Lowe Inlet 8,724 8,315 8,681 10,395 10,666

Namu Harbor .... 3,0(K) 3,987 4,a57

Alert Bay 3,700 2,000 5,100 2,840 8,602

West Coast, V. 1 3,320 ,5,107 4,434

Gardiner's Inlet 6,476

590,229 494,371 .566,.395 6()1,.570 1,01,5,477
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SHIPPING.

Dui'iiii^ tlid past year extensive impiuveitieiits liave been made

in the wliarfai^e aeeonnnodation wliieli now extends alonjj; tlie

greater i)(»rtit)n of the eity fi'onting on Burrard Inlet—the magni-

ficent natural harbor of Vancouver-—and arrangements have iK'en

made for the erection of a light house at the entrance to the harbor

known as "The Lions' (late."

The shipjjing from this jxirt has beeji largely increased during

the past yt^ar on account of the Kl(^ndike excitement.

Tn addition to the lumber and salnuHi fleets, the st<>«imships of

the following lines now wiil frojii Vancouver:

—

The Fim])i('SH Line of mail steamers, for Japan and China.

The Canadian-A ustridian Line, for Sydney, wdling at Honolulu,

the Fiji Islands, and VV^^llingt(m, New Zealand.

The Canadian Pacific Navigation Com])any, from V^ictoi'ia and

Nanaimo.

The ITnioji Hteiimshij) Company, to all Northei-n ports, includ-

ing Alaska.

The Canadian Pacific Railway Company Hteamers, Tartar and

Athenian, are now on the Klondike I'oute.

'J'he Pacific Coast Steamship Company, from San Francisco

%
every five days, calling at Victoria.

I Provisions and supplies of all kinds ai'(> plentiful and at

moderate pi-iccs, imjtorlcd 'joods for shij)"s use being re-sliipp(>d ex

bonded wart'housc.

AiUKwed will be found a list of tlie usual disburs(>ment ex-

s

penses ;

1^

•
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Ordinary Expenses of a Vessel in Vancouver.

Hospital (lues per register ton $ 02
Healtli Tiispeetor's I<Ve 4 00
Harbor dues 5 00
Bill of health, outwai'ds 1 00
Pilotage, per foot (each way) 2 00
Pilotage, per foot (steamei's) I 50
Port AgeiK-y (aeeordiiig to size) $25 00 to 100 00
Discharge of ballast (usually done by ship's erew)

or per ton .25

Harbor towage 10 00 to 20 00

Stevedoi'ing

—

(Jeneral cai-go or salmon, per t(»n 45

Sugai", pel' ton .25

Lumber and timber, per M. ft., according

to the style of cargo and facilities (f the

ship
' HO t(> 1 00

WateriniT 15 00 to 20 00

Rates of Towage.

V rancisco

PILOTAOK I)I.STUI(!T OF YALK AND NKW WESTMINSTER.

The ports of the Pilotage District of Yale and New West-
minster shall be as follows :

Port of Vancouver.

Port of New Westminster.

Port of Yale and s(>ver{d landings on tlie Frazer River.

(1) The limit of the Port of Vancouver shall be inside a line

drawn from Point Atkinson to the red buoy on Spanish Hank.

(2) The limit of the Port of New Westnnnstei* shall be inside

a lijie drawn between the outer buoys and noi'th and south sand
heads at entrance of Fi-aser River.

» DUES.

For vessels entering or clearing from the Port of Vancouver
the rates of pilotage shall be as follows :

Vessels under sail $4 00 per foot
" in tow of a steamer 2 00 "

" under steam 1 50 '*

H

W
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1-1

II

The pilotage from Cape Flivttcry or lloyal Koads to u line

(hawii t'roin Point Atkinson to tlic I'cd huov on S])ani.sli IJank and
virt' verxa is not compulsory, hut if the services of a [lilot are recjuired,

he shall he paid the follo\vin<^ rates, viz.:

For vessels under sail—

From Cape Flattei-v !?() 00 j)er foot
" Galium I5ay.

.' 5 00
" Heachy Head 4 00 "

" Race i{(»cks or lioyal Roads ;] 00 "

For vessels under steam or in tow of a steamer, the follow-

inj^ rates shall he })aid :

From Cape Flattery $3 00 per foot
" Callum I5ay." 2 oO
" IVachy Head 2 00
*' Race liocks or Royal Roads, vessels under steam 2 00 "

" " " in tow of a

steamer 1 50 "

NKW WKSTMIXSTKK.

From the li<j;hthouse on Fraser sand heads to New Westminster:

For vessels under sail $4 00 per foot
" " in tow of a steamer 2 00 "

" uiK- ;r steam 1 50 "

Fi'om the liifhthouse to Cajx* Flatteiy or Royal Roads and
vice versa tlu' i)ilotajfe is not con^Mulsory, hut if the services of a

pilot are recjuired he shall !)(> paid the followin<j[ rates :

For vessels under sail

—

From Cape Flattery -16 00 per foot

" Callum Day.
.' 5 00

" IJeachy Head 4 00
" Race Rocks oi- Royal Roads .'} 00

For vessels under steam or in tow of a steamer, the following

rates shall he paid :

From Cape Flatterv $3 00 per foot
'* Callum Bay." 2 50
" Beachy Head 2 00
" Race liocks oi' lioyal Roads, xcssels under steam 1 00 "

" " " " " in tow of a

steamer 1 50 "

Any fraction of a foot not exceeding" six inches shall he paid

for as half a foot, and any fracticm of a foot exceeding six inches

shall he paid for as a foot.



to a lino

iank and
I re(|uiiv(l,

per foot
u

((

n

lie follow-

per foot
a

a

a

.0

stinin.ster:

)0 per foot

)0

>0 "

Roads and
vices of a

)0 per foot

10

10

10

u

a

following

)0 })er foot

10

>0

1(

.0

1 he })aid

six inches

ANNtT.M- IlKPOHT. ttO

Customs of the Port of Vancouver.

RATKS OF COMMISSIOX.

Amended Schedule i-ecoininended by Special Conunittees and
adopted by the Board (IH'JG).

XV. When no special agreement exists, the following shall he

collectable :

—

1. On purchase of stocks, bonds, anfl all kinds of

securities, including tlu" drawing of bills, foi*

payment of the same '2}, p(>r cent.

2. On sale of stocks, bonds, and all kinds of securi-

ties, including remittances in bills and guar-

antee •_*.', p(!r cent.

3. On purchase and sale of specie, gold dust and
bullicn 1 per cent.

4. On sale of bills of exchange, with endorsement. . "J J, per cent.

5. On sale of bills of exchange, without endorsement }, per cent.

6. For endorsing bills of exchange when desired. . . 'J.', per cent.

7. On sale of produce and merchandise, with guar-

antee 7.', per cent.

S. On goods received on consignment, and after-

wards withdrawn 2.', per cent.

9. On purchase and shipment of merchandise, on

cost and charges H per cent.

10. For collecting and remitting delayed or litiifated

account 10 jtei- cent.

11. For collecting freight money, on amount col-

lected 2^ per ceTit.

12. For collecting geneial claims 5 per cent.

1,'5. For collecting general average—on the first !^20,-

000 or any smaller amount 5 per cent.

14. For collecting general aveivige

—

(>n any excess

over 120,000
'.

\ 2^, per cent.

15. On purchase (jr sale of \ess >i.; 5 per cent.

16. For entering and clearing vessels and attending

to the Customs business of the ship S 2") 00



I>l

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

VANC'OUVKIl KOAKI) OK TIIAOK.

For "Port A^eiu^y " iittcndinf^ to <liscliarg(^ (tf

cai'f^o and traiisiurtiiij^ ship's Ixisincss otluT than

entering and clcai'injL? at Customs ;

On vessels not exceedin;^ 'J-'tO tons ear«^o !? 25 00
*' with -51 tuns and not exceeding

500 tons carj^o 35 00
" with 501 tons and not exceedinj^

750 tons carjLjo 50 00

" with 751 tons and not exceechng

1,000 tons (•ar,i,'o 75 00
" over 1,000 tons 100 00

in hallast 10 00

For disbui'senients of vessels hy (•onsi;,'nees 2A. poi" cent.

For procvH'inf^ fr<>i^dit or |>assenjL,'«'is 5 per cent.

})ei' cent.

For chartering vessels on amount of freight,

actual or estimated, to be considei'ed as duc^

when tlie "Chai'ter Parties " or memorandum
of their conditions, etc., are sigtied

For landing and re-shi])ping goods from vessels

in distress, on invoice value, (»r in its absence,

on market \ alue 5 per cent.

For receiving and forwarding goods—on invoice

amount 2 A per cent.

For effectintr marine insiu-ance—on the amount
of pi'ennum

,

) per cent.

The foregoing Conimissions to be exclusive of brokerage,

and every charge actually incurred.

Vessels to pay clerk hire and ; • labor on wharf, sorting and

delivering cargt),

Members of Special

Committee.

KTCHARD ALEXANDER,
K. E. EVANS,
11. DARLING,
C. (J. JOHNSON,
RORT. H. PATEHSON.

ml

. !

1



$ 25 00

35 00

DO 00

75 00
100 00
10 00

,,
per cent.

per cent.

l)er cent.

per cent.

J
per cent.

per cent.

Brokerage,

jrting and

\.NDER,
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VANCOUVER CUSTOM HOUSE.

I M ru I {'rs.

IS!)I. IHjr). IS! Mi. 1HJ)7.

Dutiable $ 7<M»,7nl !j; KW.lV.i $1,2(11,121 $2,()H7,(HM)

Free ($7S>.7.^:i 2(12,W."> I ii? J.:«i."j 1 ,»S7,7<J5

$i,H(»,5n .$f,(»!Hi,(SH7 $i,-)7s,.sii) .$4,074,825

EXPOKTS.

181)4 Sr! 7M1,175
ISU.*) SS2,1S1

\Hm i,(«»:i7:w

isi)7 i,H()2,:«j:-{

Rkvkntk.

Duties

1894. 18S».-). 18(K{.

Other Revenue
$:i4r),s)ii :i7 .$2.-)i,:io!) m i^xi-iAH) S2 .$4:^->,8{K) 88

1897.

40,52}) 71

$286,441 08

.")1,4}W 04 r)l,708 02

,$805,808 (H) $8FU,178 84

40,948 00

.$48i5,888 38

I

i
'1

I,
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\

\-

A

Returns, Division of Vancouver,

P'or tlic Yciir ciKling 81.st DccfinlH'r, 1807.

xVrticlcs.

Ex-Warehoused.

Wiii'c-

liouscd. K'onsuinpt.i Export. Removal.

Hpiiits, ^als ()i),:r)2-:r) ()4.227-<«)

Malt, lbs l.:«i»,014 1.2:)S),12:)

Tobacco, lbs 118,101
;

11(),()72.'.

Raw Leaf Tobacco, lbs. .
i

()!),lJ»(>i'

(Ugars JM,(»2.")

l\'tr()lcuin iiispection.. ., {Hijyiil i)ktfN.

r)(),.S17,'

74,(H)(>

•4(«»,8:^")-:^l w,is.

IRl-.V^ 1,221-18

l,JM)sV 1,047

(U5

Duty collected—$lS4,})Si»-77.

KnTKHKO KOH CoNSUMKnoN.

Quarters ending.

Dutiable Total

March SI

June 30
Sept. 30
Dec. 31

. $ 411,3(M)
;
$ r)i>8,()10 .$1,000,310

,' ()40,()H!) .)72.444 1.222,1:^^

(517,203 r)l(),()(Hi 1,133,809
;^0!).483

I

4(M),<MK) 700,483

Duty C<j1.

.i>ll(),.')84 20
J«),801 10

112,424 18
100,000 90

.$1,987,70:) .$2,087,(K«) $4,074,82;")
j

«43ij,890 38

Rkvenue.
Custom Duties .$43r),8SH) 38
Other Reveiuies 49,948 00

Total $48.5,8;^ :^

Total Revenubh.

1895.

('(istoins .$30:),.S(I3

Inland lll,r)04

1896.

.$3!>4,178

lll.OSO

1807.

$18:),S.38

IS4,080

$417,307 $.")3(i,l(i7 $070,827

ii
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Imports into the Province of Britisli Columbia for 26 Years

Ending 30th June, 1897.

Goons Entekkd koh HOMK CONSIMI'TION.

• Value of
Total Dutiable Free Dut.v

Imports. Goods.

$1,()00,.T(51

Goods. Total.

|i1.7(i7.0f>8

Collected.

To mh .luiu!. 1872.... .. $1,790,:«2 $ lfi(i.707 $ 342.4(MI 48
Kroiii ('aiiada 22.215 22,215 22,215

T();iilUi June. 1H73.. .. 2.191,(111 1,509,112 .507,:«i4 2,(l7(i,47() 302.147 (!5

Kroiii (anadii .1 7.i,(i(l8 75,(Ma 75.004

Tollllth .lunc, 1874.... . 2,085,r)(MI l.()7(i,492 371.514 2.(U8,:i;i(i 3:«!.4!M 47

From ( 'anada (i«,l(H (m;.io4 (Mi. 104

To:<llth .liinc, 187;'.... . 2,:)!3„T.i2 1,924,482 .'HUi.Ill 2,l!Hi.5;t:; 113.921 .50

Kroii t'ai)a<la .1 117,(154 117.054 117.051

T():«lthJune, 187(5... . 2,9!t7,597 2.237,072 7(I7.90(» 2,91 1,978 488.;{84 52
From Canada 129,735 129.735 129,735

ToliOtli June, 1877... . 2,22(),9(W 1,820,391 310.318 2,l(i(i,70i) 103,520 21

From Canada 1(K1,142 103.112 1(!:<,112

TolKlth .liiiif. 1878 ... . 2,244.503 1,J)05.201 3(i7.92(i 2.273.127 42(i,125 14

From Canada 144,754 114.V51 114.754

Toaiith.lunt'. 1879.... . 2,440,781 1,997.125 32l),;{2(i 2.317.151 I.S4.70I 01

From Canada 184,!»51 181,951 IS4.95I

To»lth.lune, 188(1.... 1,(W9,394 I,«l4,l(i5 122,451 2.4.57,110 4.-.0,175 43
From Canada. . .. 208,072 208,072 2(18,072

To:«ltli.lum!. 1881.,.. 2,489.(M3 2,214,1.5:1 2I2.9(K{ l,7.«i.(il(i 589.403 02
From Canada .; :W7,111 :«7,lll 387,111

To;{(Uh .hint', 1882.. .. .1 2,8!«),223 2,472.174 404,287 2,875,401 678,104 53
From Canada .

i
449,7(i8 419,708 U9,7(«

TolMttli .luiu", 1883.. .. 3,937.5;«i 3..ttl.02:i 550.833 3,8(a).8.5({ 9(I7,(!.')5 54
From Canada (i24,207 (i24.207 (i24.207

To;«llli .hint;, 1884... . 4,142.480 3,337,(142 702.(i9.3 4.040.:i,35 884,07(i 21

From Canada. . .. 78!>,287 789,287 789.287

To until June. 188.1.... 4.089.492 3.458..529 iM.im 4.023,152 !)(i<i,143 (U
From Canada. . 927,054 927,054 927,054

ToliOth June. 188(1. .. . 3.953.2!t9 2,951.379 l.(KiO,347 4.011,726 880.22() (k5

ToliOth June, 1887... . 3.iV47,8i)2 3.(Ki5.791 5fi0,3l8 3,02(i,139 883.421 ;):i

To 3(11 h June. 1888.... . 3,;')09.951 2.(i7 1.911 72!),2(i(i 3,401.207 8(il.4(i5 14

ToHinh June. 188!!.... .! .3.7(W.127 2.(MI2.(!l(i S'I7,U0 3.H09.78(i 974,(i75 09
•I'o.lunelioth. 1890... . 4.379,272 3.;{;-)7,lll 1.0311.375 l.287.48(i 1,07.5.215 20
To Juneiillth, 1891...

!
.i.478,883 4.201.207 I.074.!I8;{ 5.33(>,li«» l,34(i,0.59 42

ToJui)e:«)tli. 1892. ... .
: (i,49.").;)8!» 4.123.414 1.803.(HI5 (i.22(i,419 1,412.878 (HI

To JuncWIh. 1893...
;

3,934.(l(Mi 3,(i(i2,(i73 I,2.V.,1!I5 4.918,1(18 l,:Mi7,2.50 32
To Jnne:«)tli. 1894... 1 .5.320,(!15 3.r)82.3,33 l,7;{8,2>'.2 5,3:«i,9(il 1.308,(WI 23
ToJune3(lth. 189:.... .1 4.403.97(! 3,131,190 1.23(i,!t:{;') 4;«i8,425 1,137,727 49
To June:Wtli. 18iJ(5. .! 5,n(i<i,2:W 3.9:{,3,or)(» 1.593,894 5,4!t(!,944 l,:KKi,7;{8 Mi
To Junc3(itli. 1897...

1

7,i;«>.381

1

5,(H8,755 2,028,(>i);i 2.077,408 1,701,512 16



aMPTION.

Duty
Collected.

S :5)2,4(Mt 48

:«)2,147 «)5

:<:«). 4!I4 47

n:<,!)2i i)<i

»8s.:{Si r)2

4(i:<.;'2() 21

42»;.i2r> 14

481.701 (II

iM,\i:> la

M'.KUa ()2

(>78.1(I4 r>.\

9ll7,(!;Vi .•)4

884,(I7() 21

!M«i,14;Ui4

880,22(i (k)

8JSH.421 ;')3

8(il.lii5 14

!174,(i7.') (i!»

l.(lVr),21.5 2(1

l,:U(i,(l.5!» 42

1.412.878 (Kl

l,;«i7.2.")(l :<2

i.;»(i8,(KM 2a
l,i;{7.727 49
l,a(Hi,7:i8 ;'i«

1,701,512 10
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Exports, the Produce of Canada, from the Province of British

Columbia, for 26 Years Ending June 30th, 1897.

Animals
and their Agrii'l Miscel-

Year. The Mine. Fisherief^. Forest. Prod»K'e. Products laneous. Total.

$ $ $ $ $ $ $
1872.. 1,889,585 87,707 214,877 214,7(M) 142 1,540 1,858,05(>

1878.. 1.224,:^)2 48,801 211,020 259,25)2 2,885 1,197 1,742, 12:^

1874.. l,:i")l,145 114,118 2(J0,110 820,(525 5,21K5 448 2,051,748
1875. 1,929,294 i:«,98(5 292,4(58 411,810 9,727 2,777,285
i»70.. 2,082,189 7i,:i:is 278,4:^) 82J),()27 8,080 "(58 2,7(H),082

1877.. 1,708,848 105.(508 287,042 2:i0,898 8,08;^ i,r)Oo 2,84(5,9(59

1878.. 1,759,171 42:^,840 827,8(«> 2i57,8l4 4(52 .... 2,7(58,147

1879.. 1,5:^0,812 (ra,498 278,;^5({ 2(i8,071 2,505 57 2,708,848
18S0.

.

1,(«54,02() 817,410 2r)8,804 :«9,218 8,848 100 2,584,001
1881.. l.;n7,079 4<H),984 172,(U7 850,474 248 22 2,2:^1,554

1882.. 1,487,072 970,JM)8 ;«}2,S75 8()0.425» 04(5 2,(51(5 :^, 080,841
188;^.. 1.80{),(U0 i,:is;i:w5 407,(5:i4 287,894 (5,791 448 VM-y^Mi
1884.. 1.441,052 8m),871 458,:i(55 271,7}K5 l,! 45 1,418 :il(M),404
1885.. 1,759,512 727,(572 2(52,071 414,:^(44 2,H'M 5,948 :ii72,:^9i

1880.. l,720,;ii') (548,052 194,488 821>,il8 1,1H»7 2,811 2,891,811
1887., 1,882,827 910,559 2:r),918 ;«0,120 10,2(55 1,911 :i:^7i,(5oi

188S.. 1,889,805 1,1(54,019 441,957 818,889 27,(5:^1 8r),820 8,928,077
1889.. 2,877,052 998, (52:^ 449,020 897,(585 14,881 102,089 4,:^-w,:^06

1890.. 2,875,770 2,874,717 825,881 :i4(},159 9,82:^ 1 18.271 5,545,(521

1891 .

.

2,980,229 2,271,(58(5 874,9{K5 294,(U(5 5,017 20,4:i4 (5,257,158
1892.

.

2,979.470 2,:S51,08:^ 42.-),278 8{M),8;'4 2;'), 01

8

81.970 (5,.574,989

1898.

.

2,898,947 1,501,881 4r)4,i)94 810,(521 80,178 44(5,2:^1 5,(542,797

1894.. 8,521,548 8,Ml,:i05 411,(52:^ 149,2(59 2:^,82;^ 1SK5,895 7,84:^,958

1805.

.

4,01;),452 8,2(]4,5(M) .)(K),048 4:4.(518 20,:«5(5 85.1JW) 8,949,174
1896.. 5,7(i2.9(50 8.288,77(5 (585,740 4:^4,(547 (50.7(5:i 57,022 10,28J).J>08

1897.. 8,909,,' 92 8,5(57,815 742,178 807,^45 104,744 552,589 14,1*^,708

I!

li

I
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u VANCOUVER BOARD OF TRADE.

SHIPPING RETURNS

Port of Vancouver.

Year ending 31st December, 1897.

Inwards.

Nmnher. Tonnage.

Cargo.

Tons Tons
Weight Measurem't

British
Canadian

5(>

30
• 227

115,709
.5,495

1

2S),:^J2
;

:-{8,65()

9.477 ! 11.440

Foi'eign 210'807 1 19,517 21,117
1

1

Total 307 :iS2,011 58.386 i 71.213
!

Outwards.

'.I

Number. Tonnage.

Caroo.

Tons
Weight

81,968
2,8JKJ

51,718

Tons
Measurem't

British
C'anadian

56
24
226

115,i:S6

6,727
203,059

113,255
3,869

For(>ign 62,081

Total 306 324,922 136,582 179,205

Coastwise.

OutwaMs
Inwards .

.

Nximber.
2,108
2,113

Tonnage.
510,599
515,659

(By the courtesy of the Collector of Customs).



13,255

8,869
(52, 081
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Port of Westminster (Fraser River) B. C.

Returns f()r the year ending 31st December, 1897.

Local Shippino. No. Tonnage.
Steam vessels on register. . 72 7,662
Sailing " " " .. 19 1,884

Total 91 9,546

Vessels built during 1897.. . . 11 472

Imports—Dutiable $501,475 00
Free 240,8:-U (X)

Total $742,309 (X)

EXP,)RTS—Total value $3,396,:«7 (K)

Revenue -Total collection, 1897 $ 149,612 88

(By the courtesy of the (-ollector of Customs.)

Port of Nanaimo (Vancouver island).

For the year ending 31st December, 1897.

Sea-soino Vesselb— No. Tonnage.
Inwards 290 242,778

No. Tonnage.
Outwards 327 289,599

Exports— Tons. Value.
Coal m),2liU ' $2,221,128

Produce of the forest 162,1.31

Miscellaneous 9,0.58

Total $2,.392,317

Imports—Dutiable, value $137,481 00
Free 40,112 00

Total $177,593 (X)

Rkvkxi E -D-.ties $ 48,2i"')5 86

(By the courtesy <>• the (Collector of (histoms.)

h

\<

'51

i;

'i



I 46 VANCOUVER BOARD OF TRADE.

Port of Victoria (Vancouver Island).

Rctiii'iis for the year eiuling 8()th June, 1897.

(Fro)it the OffivUd Returns).

Vessels employed in the eousting trade of the Dominion of
Canada arrived at and departed from Vietoria, B. C., during the
yeai- ending 8()th Jxme, 18i)7 :

Vessels Arrived.
No. Vessels. Tonnage.

I,mi 476,879

Vemela Departed.
No. Vessels. Tonnage.

1,413 498,2:«

Vessels entered outwards for sea at Victoria, during year ending
30th .Tune, 1897

:

With Carqo.
*No. Vessels. Tonnage,

669 466,938

1)1 Bidhiat.
No. Vessels. Tonnage.

626 :^4,038

ipi \

1897;

Vessels entered inward from sea diu'ing year ending 30th June,

With iUtrgo.

*No. Vessels. Tonnage.
1,(K)2 580,198

In Ballast,
No. Vessels. Tonnage.

334 337,410

Number and tonnage of vessels built and registered at Victoria
during the year ending 80th June, 1897 :

Built.
No. Tonnage.
t 631

'Include Puget Sound daily service.

Registered.
No. Tonnage.
8 3,914
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linion of
ring tlie

Statement of Cargoes handled at the Ports of Vancouver and

Victoria, British Columbia.

For the yojir »Mi(liiig HOtli June, 1S!)7.

(From the OJficidI IMiirns.J

lage.

ir ending

iiage.

1,038

)th June,

tuige.

r,410

Outwards.

Port op Vancouver (Burifiid Inlet).

Ninuber. Tons Reg.

British 60
3

1G9

12(),()(i2

110Canadian
Foreign is}-;,;i4.-)

Total 2B2 30IM17

Quantity of Freight.

Tons
! Tor.b

Weight
I

Measure
I

I

Avei'age Cargo per vessel.

07,007
108

47,lo2

144,417

622-O0

12}).:^^)

57,745

187,2!»8

807-31

Port of Victoria (Vancouver Island).

'

\

']

4'. ;

;

Victoria

gP-
British . .

.

Canadian.
*Foreign.

Total.

Ninnher. Tons Reg.

Quantity of Freight.

40

020

669

(50,180

307,772

400,058

Average Cargo j)i'

Tons
Weight

10,000

I3'.nis

21,008

:rv88

Tons
Measure

1,108

4,5!)3

5,701

8-52

'Including daily servic(>s to and from Puget Sound jjorts

f'M

f

in i*''

Ml'
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i

i

!
f

1;

4

Inwards.

Port of Vancouver (Burrard Inlet).

Number.

45
10

172

227

Tons Reg.

101,:«{
939

179, 1(K)

281,39.5

Quantity of Freight.

Bi'itish

TonB
Weight

39,8(»)

9,({77

10,141

0;'>,687

289 -.37

Tons
Measure

r)({,98:i

Canadian
Foreign

li.WO
17,7(K)

Total 8<{,32:i

Average Cargo per vessel. .

.

380-28

Port of Victoria (Vancouver Island).

^\
British . .

.

(Canadian.
*Foreign.

Total

.

Niunber. Tons Reg,

57
77

868

1,002

Average Cargo i)er vessel.

103,742
0,194

470,2<i2

580,198

Quantity of Freight.

^Including daily services to and from Puget Soinul ports.



Tons
VIcasure

5(^,083

11,580

17,76()

86,32!^

:«<)-28

freight.

Tons
Vleasiire

10,2(M)

5,25o

1(5,(HM

1«J-(M)

c

ANNUAL REPORT. 40

Summary of Cargoes of Sea-going Vessels Entered Outwards or

Inwards at the Ports of Vancouver and Victoria for the

Year Ending 30th June, 1897.

Port ok Vaxcouvkh.

Outwards

.

Inwards..

.

ToUl

.

Tons
Weight.

1H,417
(m,(5H7

210,104

Tons
Measure.

187,208
8(),323

273,(521

Pout of Victoria.

Tons
Weiglit.

Outwards
Inwards..

.

Total

.

24.(MI8

;i"i,:«iO

Tons
Measure.

5,701
1(J,(M)4

.')»..Sr>8 21,795

I

. li

j

I
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|i ;

VANCOUVER CITY.

From the City Records.

.Iiiiic I'Mh, ISSli, V.iiHMtiivcr (Icstroy^'d h\ flic, one hiiildiiiK

only U'U.

.Ifiii. Sth. 1SJK». .Ian. 1st. \H\)H.

TO'')! miles
1()-J»r> "
21 -S.-) "
1-82

2-(M»

7!>-!M "
44-(K) "

22 (I;")

1-iKJ
"

220
I

.$i:{.()()(>,s<)}>.(K)

2, 220, 74.'). (10

Strt'cfs f-^r.-idcd ">()•:{.'{ miles

K>"'v<'lied M-:r) "
Maeadami/.ed with hrokeii i(tck

I'aved with hitumiiious i(»ck
" *' wooden hlocks

Planked O-MO

Sidewalks
Water mains, cast iron 10"14

Seweis 7'(M>

Box and sin-Faee drains
basement drains
Ninnher (»F honses 1.4(t2

Hydrants 0*")

Puhlie Fountains
Assessed v.ihie, real property ,$S.O77,.*)Or).00

improvements l,:i2(),OtO.(M)

being .")0 pel' cent, of actual value.

ISOl. ISOH.

Popidation, Dominion (Vnsus 14,000 Estimated 22,0(K)

Public Schools of Vancouver.

8 rooms
1(5

b b

S i«

'> b«

Higli Seh(»ol
West School
(Vntral School
Old Hif,^h School
Kast School 10 "
.Mount Pleasant School K)

Fairview School 4 "

Total 70 rooms.

Staff of Teachers, .m
Number of Children, 2,(U1.

Value of School Property in the city, .$200,(1(10.

5 occupied
14

H
2
14
10

li

5(5 occupied.

I

;
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Churches in the City of Vancouver.

F'im<;mi»ytki{ia\.

F"'iist T'lfshytciiiiii Cliiirrli.

S(. Andrew's Cliiiicli.

.Mount I'lcMsant I'rcshytei'iaii ('iuuT}i.
ZioM Climcli.

Roman ('atiiolic.

Clmrcli oF Our Lady of tiic Holy Kosarr.

('uriKII OK Knmjlam).

St. .lames' ("liuicli.

dirist ('lunch.
St. Micliael's Church.
St. I^iul's Church.

C(>N(iItK(JATI<)\AI..

First C5on^rcgati»)nal Cliurch.

Mkthodist.

Homer St. .Methodist Clnn-ch.
Princess St. .\retliodist Churcn.
Mount Pleasant AFcthodist ('hurch.

B.M'TIHT.

First Baptist Church.
Jackson Ave. Hajitist Church.
Mount Pleasant Baptist Churcli.

Bd:F<)ii.MKr) Kpisooi'.vl.

Reformed Episco))al Church. .

LUTHKUAN.

German Lutheran Church.

Salvation .\kmy.
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Synopsic of Weather and Periodic Events, Compiled from Latest

Official Reports (1896i.

January.

Vnncomyr Idand mid Gnlf Itilaiids.—^Frefjuent storms of

snow and run; mild at end of nK)nth.

Lower Mahdinid.—Stormy ; mucn rain and snow ; cold : about

two inches of ice.

J'pppr Mainland.—Geneially milder than usual, snow disap-

pearintf durinjf first part, then cold
;
precipitation everywhere above

the average.

Fkbruary.

As7^nr'.v,- -Moderately fine, some snow and plenty of rain, end-

ing u]) with !>ittei ' , cold weather and several inches of snow
;

plowing; earlv llowers blooming ; frogs croaking.

Litu'i'v Jfaiidfuid.- -VU^fiyiost i-ain-fall during last four years

on 23rd and L'-lth
;
grass growing

;
plowing ; very cold at the etid

of the month.

rppff Maiiilaad.—Generally mild and snow going fast until

the 2Sth, when it got very cold.

March.

Fii'st few days excessixcly cold throughout the Province.

Ixlaiids.— l)isagreeal)le at first, warm later; wild flowers

blooming; ])lowing and seeding.

Loirrr Ma I II /a ad. -Vivst half very wet and snowy
; peaches

and salmon ber-ies blooming at end of month.

C/i/irr Mainland. Mild aftei' the first seven days of excessively

(•old weataer, mid plowing began on the L'fth.

H)'-
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Apuil.

InlaiKh.—Bleak on the whole and inclemeTit, though fruit

blossoms wei'e much ac Ivaiu-ed and wild flowers abund ant.

Ltnct'f Mdliildiifl. - Weather cold anci spring ba(•kw ird ; fruit

trees) not showing blossoms ; hc^avy i-ains.

U}>/n'r MainlanU.—Spring about two wee \S late ; a g( )( )( 1 deal

of snow low down on hills ; seeding in some jxirts.

May.

Ixhdids.—A frost about the middle of the month cut down
some tender crops on low lands ; hay crop promising well.

Louvr Mninland.—About the same ; very little warmth.

• r^ppii' Jfinnltivf/.—Warm days, cold nights; ci'ops ])i'omising

well.

Jink.

Very hot weather for a few days throughout the Province.

It<!(tnf/s.— Ijight showers aiul thunderstorm on I'Sth ; rain

wanted for crops.

Lnivpr Mdlnhtiid.—Crops looking exceptionally well; enough

rain ; Fraser liiver very high. Hooding all delta lands.

Upper MivivliiniL— Light showers ; light frost 12th ; Columbia

River very near 1S94 Hood level.

JULV.

Want of rain general throughout the Province, and fcn-est files

raging everywhere.

fnlands.— Dry and liot ; root crops suH'ering from drought;

fruit promising poorh' : electric storm 21st.

Loircv Mdnihind.- Same. The electric storm on the 20th and

Jlst did nuu-h injury to foliage. Krasei- Hood receding rapidly.

f'ppf'r Mii'niliiii)l. intensely hot and smoky: Kicking Horse
Miver in Hood and submerging low-lying lands.

h- I

f|

I li'

(ir
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AufiUST.

IkI<i)iiIs.— Very hot find dry, stifling smoke and liglit fo«;s
;

cereals liai'vested ; fair erop ; otliei* crops <i;enerally below average.

Ijoivci' M((iii/(iv(l.—ThviHi days' rain ; dense smoke and hot
;

cereals up to average.

Upper Mit'iiildiid.—Most welcome rain during first part of

month ; cereals good ; other crops average.

Skptemukk.

JsJuiKh.— No rain ; thick, heavy smoke, intermingled with

fog ; deer on AN'est Coast driven by fire to settleinents for refuge,

and injuring fruit trees and gardens ; turnij) ai)his ver}' bad.

Liin'cr Mo'iiiIiohL—Rain on five nights in small (pmntities
;

slight frost 8th; more rain further north
;
potatoes and turnips in

some parts withered away ; apples small and inferior ; dense smoke

and fog.

Uppi'v Mohihiud.—Rain only in very small <}uantities ; several

frosts on high lands; root crojjs im}»roving ; thick smoke.

OCTOHKH.

hhimh.—No rain to amount to anything until the 30th at

Victoria: some rain further north; no frost; smoky the greater

|)art of the time.

Ldii-ir M<i'nili(ii<l.—Fraser Valley, rained twelve days ; smoke

cleai'ing ; foggy, frosty nights.

Vppi'r MiinihiutL— Al)out four rainv days ; rest fin(> ; frosty

nights; fii'st snow on mountains Uh.

NoVK.MMKK.

'I'he stormiest and coldest November ever experienced in the

Rro\ nice, 'i'he rain ffdl was phenomenal during the first five days,

liter.'dly Hooding the country ; this was succeeded by snow-storms

of exiraordiniiry s»'V( I'ity, accom]>anied by excessive cold, all stations

north of Victoria, both on the Island and Mainland, reporting

tempei'ature below zero for short periods.
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e 30th at

e greater

hlaufh.—In Victoi-ia and vicinity, although the temperatuie

was a little abovi; zero, the wind wliich prevaiU'd rendered the eold

most trying, hut, liapi)ily, as far as has l)een ascertained, Iheiv has

been no loss of fruit trees anywhere in the islands, although many

were in full leaf.

Loiri'i' MithihiiKl. Hivers were slopped with ice, hut no loss

of fi'uit trees, as far as is known.

rji/in- Mtdii/iind.—The un])i'ecedentedly heavy snow caught

most of the cattle on the summer ranges, and it was feared that

heavy loss would occur, hut, luckily, the cold moderated towards

the end of the numth. Fruit trees were, howevei', not so fortunate,

it being pretty well ascei'tained that hea\y losses will occur.

|)K<'i:>ll!Kli.

About the end of N<»vember the excessive cold had begun to

moderate, and by the first of the present month a general thaw had

set in, which carried oti' the siu>w in all parts of the lower country

and in niost parts of the upper Mainland.

JxhiinU.—Very mild ; excessivel}' heavy rains, washing out

^all wheat in places.

Jjoit'f)' MtdnJmid.—About the same W(>atlier, with moi-e rain.

Upj)rr Mainland.—Abnormally mild ; cattle being got t)tf the

higher ranges ; snow gone on lower levels.

!

s ; smoke

ii' ; frosty
Ui,

jed in the

ive days,

tw-stoi'ms

11 stations

reporting
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AGRICULTURE.

k^nii

Ir I

i«

The liisttiry of ajfi iculturi^ in Britisli Columbia is tlius de-

scrilu'd l)y Mr. Ji. I'j. (losiu'U in the Y ar JJook of British Columbia :

Tt'ii years {iii;o, althouj^li aijriculture was but sHghtly (level ped

here, the hiijliest hoju's for success were held out. On the face of

it the conditions were most favoi'able—comi)ai'atively limited area

of aj;ricultural lands ; })i'otection by tai'itt' and freight rates from

outside comi)etition ; genei'ou.s, even extraordinary, yield of all

kinds of crops ; freedom fi'om blights, parasitic diseases and the

like ; sure ci()i)s, and a demand for farm {)roduets, which brought

high prices and imports per annum amounting to between $1,500,-

000 and .«-J,000,000 in the aggregate. The drawbacks were those,

of course, incident to a new countr'^— impei-fect communication,

innnature i./ethods, th(> difficulty and exj»ense (in our case peculiarly

so) of l)ringing the accessible land into cultivation, and all the rest

of it. On the whole, h(»wevei', the advantages were clearly in

favor of the farmer who could reach the mai'ket. For a time he

j)i'osj)ered, or should have j)rospere(l, like a green bay tree. Just

about the time referred to good fai'm lands began to be at a prem-

ium. Knowledge of the ('(»nditions referred to above impressed

most people that ['ai-ming some day would become the most pros-

perous of industi'icvs, and it was thought, and with good show of

reason, that when the varied resources of the Province began to

develop—mining, timber and fisheries—with the constant inflow

of popidation, the demand foi' fai-m products would place those

fortunate ejiough to hiive the land cpiite (m the 'velvet."

The farmei- has found «»ut that there is no I'oyal road to for-

tune, exce] I by |»ui'suing farming as a business on a business basis.

JW tiie work of the Fruit-Urowers' Association, the influence ftf
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tlu' Doiniiiion KxptMimcnUil Kanu, tl'-,- educative effect of farmers

meetings, find the dissemination of aijricultural intelligence by

means of the se\ al Depai'tmentsof Agricultui'e and othei' agencies,

(;onsiderable (le\elo]»ment lias taken place on right lines and know-

ledge greatly incieas(Hl. Fai-ming is really on a better basis than

ever it was, Ijecause the diHiculties in the way of getting along are

r.nderst'Mxi and the necessities of ihe situation nu>re fully appre-

ciated, it is undei'stood now that better and more improved

metlujds of sowl;;;,', reaping, ;
'

I selling are retjuired, and that

eternal vigilance and industry are the price to be paid for success.

Present tendencies, therefore, are in the direction of the sys-

tematic ('tlbrt ratluM' than tl;c slip-shod and hai)py-go-lucky ways

that prevailed in the )»ast. which have been described bv one writer

as " playing at farming," and bv another as "scratching the earth

in places " instead of cultivating it. Tendencies are, to be more

definite, in the direction of smaller holdings, j)ro})er cleai'ing and

drainage of land, bettei* care of orchards, co-o|)ei'ation for dairy

purposes, imprt)ved method of marketing, and genei'ally an attemi)t

to supjtly the home market in butter, eggs, poultry, fruit, meats,

and the like, and in a way to attract the 'ouyer.

xi

As to the ncH'ds of agriculture in the Province, that opens a

wide field which cannot satisfactoril\ be traversed in one article.

Local conditions, too, vary so much that no particular remarks will

.il)ply to the whole. On the lower Mainland, for instance, dyking

and draining is a problem for solution ; while in tlie upper Main-

land iirigation is a prominent need. All along the coast the cost

of clearing and the necessity for fertilizing wooded lands when

cleared are worthy of every attention. Everywhei-e roads giving

easy access to railway or stea.nboat connnunication are required.

Cheaper lands and cheaper money are desirable objects. Railways

giving communicati()n with the mining districts are of the greatest

importance ; and so on.

Co-operation in dairying, fi'uit-mai'keting, road-making, and iti

other diri'ctions in which a Airmers isolation is hjs weakness, is re-

«iuired. I do not mean to say that farnier8 sliuuld become Grangers

M
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or Pati'ons, for in tlit' present state of society tlie fewer societies

the better ; l)ut tliat they sliould co-operate for Inisiiiess purposes.

This is especially a need of IJritish Columbia at the })resent time.

As I have already intimated, our farmers alon^ the coast dis-

tricts especially, re(|uire a l<nt>\viedLi;e and appi'cciation of the

econoiiiv of fertilization. A cheap and readily available manure is

one the of greatest re(]uisites to success. 1 do not now i-efer to tlie

bottom or j rairie lands, which are abundantly feitile, by careful

cr()])pin<:; for some time, but to that characteristics and predominant

brownish, jfravelly soil of which our wooded land is composed. It

is lai'gely destitute of potash and lime—two essential elements. I

have aflvocated strongly the utilization of the fish oii'al, some 6,000

tons of which are annually dumjx'd into the waters out of wliich

the salmon are taken, to the deti'iment of the fishing industry.

There are millions of tons of keljt and other seaweed <m our c(»ast

which can be got for the gathering. This, mixed with the offal

and composted with lime, would furnish a "dirt cheap" and in-

valuable fertilizer, available to all.

i 1 -|

'
.'

i'1

1

'•

i
',

:

'1

T have always been sanguine of the futui'(> of farming in

British Colui bia, and never more than at the preseiit time, not-

withstanding the reverses (>f the past few years. The conditions

ai'e not less favorable thfn before. The oi)ening u}) of the mines

alone will atFoi'd an outlet for all kinds of farm j)roduce at paying

prices. Our farmers will not have a monopoly of this, but will

v/ork under healthy competition. When the lands i-evert from the

hands of the s})eculators into the hands of users ; when the terms

of payment and rate of interest will enable a settler to buy and yet

live; when the farmers have easy connnunicatiim to markets, and

the lands now lying idk' bi'ought into cultivation by means of dear-

i. , of land by niachinei-y ; when mixed fai'nnng becomes general

and s})ecial attention is dexoted to the gi'owing of fruits best

adaj)ted for the market and for industrial j)urposes, to the growing

of hops, Hax, sugar beets, tobacco, and othei' special products for

which the province is adapted ; when the surplus of products,

(especially fruits) becomes so great as to force the farmer to seek

a market in other lands ; when industrial products can be manu-
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Agricultural Associations in British Columbia.

British ('(ihnnbia Ajjji'iciilttiral and Iiidustrial Association, Victoria
H(»cret!'y, A. .1. Dallain, V"i(;toria.

Royal Af<ricultural and Industrial Society, New Wi'stniinstt-r.
Secretary, Arlliur Malins, New Westminster.

North and Soutli Saanicli Agricultural Society, Saaiiich. Secretary,
(i. C. Fox, Turgoose P. O.

Cowichan Agricidtural Association, Duncan. Secretaiy-Treasurer,
(tt. H. lladwen, Duncan P. O.

Nanainio Distiict Agricultural and Ilorticultui-al S(K'iety, Nanainio.
Sec'.vtary, VV. H. AForton, Nanainio.

VVellii'.gton Disti'ict Agricultui'al Society, Wi'Uington. Secretary,
William Russell, Wellington.

Coinox Agricultural and Industrial Association, C'omox. Secretary,
John Mundell, Sandwick P. O.

Islands Agiicultui-al and Fruit Growers' Association, Salt Spring
Island. Secretary, .John Purvis, Vesuvius Hay.

^Mission ('ity Agricultuial and Arts' Association, Mission City.
Secretary, J. A. Catherwood, Mission City.

Delta Ag'icultiu'al Society, Delta. Secretary, A. De R. Taylor,
Ladner P. C).

Cl'illiwack Agricultural Society, Chilliwack. Secretary, C. B.
Reeves, Chilliwack.

District of Sui-rey Agricultui-al Society, Surrey. Secretary, S. H.
Shannon, Cloverdale.

Richmond Agx'icultural and Industrial Society, Richmond. Secre-
tary-Treasurer, A. B. Dixon, Terra Nova P. O.

Langley-dllenwood Agricultural Association, Langley. Secretary,
Albert Deans, Langley Prairie.

Agricultural and Trades' Association of Okanagan,
tary-Treasurer, F. J. Watson, Kelowna.

Mission. Secre-

Kaniloojis Agricultvu-al Association, Kamloops. Secretary, J. J.

Carjiieni. Kaadoops.

Okanagan and vSpallunichecn Agricultural Society. Secr'.itary

A. Postill, V^eruon.
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Inhiiul Agriciiltiival Association. Secretary, Jose^jh W. Burr,
Ashcroi't.

British Columbia Trorticullural Society and P^-iiit (Irowers' Associa-
tion. Secretary-Treasurer, T. II. Pearson, New Westminster.

British Columbia F'ruit Kxch.in><e society. Secretary, T. H. Pearson.
New \V<'stminster.

Lower Frasei- Fruit Union, New Westminster. Secretary-Treasurer,
Arthin- Malins, New Westminster.

Fraser Valley Fruit Union, limited. Secretary, .1. A. (/atheiwood,
Mission (7ity.

(!hilliwack Valley Fniit Growing and Shii)pin}r Association, Ltd.
• Secretary, .los. Ogle, Chilliwack.

Maple Ridge Fruit Uni(»n. Secretary. .1. W. White, Port TIaney.

VictcH'ia District Fruit Growers' A.ssociation, Victoria. Se<'retary-
Treasurer, I). D. Dove, Mount Tolmie, Victoria.

Vancouver Island Flockmasters' Association. Secret arv-Treasurer,
T. A. Wood, Quanuchan 1'. O.

Bi'itish Columbia Dairymen's Association. Seci-etary-TreaHurer,
G. H. Hadwen, Diuicaii P. O.

Cowichan Ci-eamery Association, Duncan. Secretary-Treasurer,
A. K. Wilson, Westholme.

Delta Creamery {^)mpany, Ltd. Secretary-Treasurer, A. 10. Fawcett,
Ladner's !'. O.

11'
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

i5?

00

As the most autlunitic source of information regarding the

general characteristics and present position of our mines, the fol-

lowing extracts have been taken from the Annual Report of tlu;

Minister of Mines for British Columbia for the year ending
31st December, 1897.

RETURNS.

Showing the total amount and value of the output of the

mines of British Columbia to January 1st, 1898.

METHOD OF COLLECTING RETURNS.

In the following tables the nuithod foUowefl in assembling the

out-put of the lode mines is to take the mill and smelter returns re-

ceived during the yeai*. The smelter returns for ore shipped in

December are often not received until February or later, and it has

been thouglit most expedient to follow the above plan, or to take

the returns for ore paid for, or realized upon, during the year.

TABLE I.

TOTAL PRODUCTION' FOK ALL VKARS UP TO 18!»8.

Gold, placer from 18r)8 to 1897 *r)9,:U7,l7.'}

Gold, hKle " 1893 to 1897 4,300,089

Silver " 1887 to 1897 7,301,000

Lead " 1887 to 1897 2,971, OlS
Copper " 1887 to 1897 r)21,0(;0

Coal " 1830 to 1897 30,529,005
Coke " 1895 to 1897 90,980

Building st(me, bricks, itc. for 1897 1,350,000

Other metals "
1 897 25,000

Total $112,413,485

'

;*

ii 8

i

v>

Tlie following table shows the sleady rate or increase dui'ing the

past seven years, and of the mai'ked increase during the past year

lit' 1897. The inlluenceof lode mining begins to be felt in tht; year

1892, since when the rate (»f Nuclease has been entirely due to the

production of the metalliferous mines, as the out-put of th liberies

has not increased. 5 !
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TABLE Tl.

PRODUCTION FOR EACH YEAR FROM 1 H90 TO I S97 (iNCLUHIVE).

Year. Amount.
1890 $L',608,.S0.'}

1891 3,521,102

1892 2,978,.5.'iO

1893 .3,588,413

1894 4,225,717

1895 5,643,042

1896 7,507,956

1897 10,45.5,268

In
lOAHI.Y
CHKAWK.

••35%

•^1%

18%
33%
.•54%

40%

Table TIT. <^ive.s the .statement in detail of the amount and value

of the different mine products for the years 1896 and 1897. As it

has yet been impossible to collect the statistics regardin>f buildiuif

stone, lime, bricks, tiles, etc., these are estimated for 1897, but not

estimated for or included in the out-put foi- 1896.

However, although 1896 showed a very < leeided increase over

1895, 1897 shows a still greater advance in the production of gold,

silver, lead and copper.

TABLE TTL

AMOUNT AND VALUE OF MATERIALS PRODl'CED 1896 AND 1^97,

Ni

vm
("nstoin-

M CIVStiros
(jiiiiiility.

Cold. Pliucr ()/.....

(Jold. L«i(lc ()/.....

Silvor iOk...
.

('o|)|MT Llw. .

.

Load LliH..

.

( '(Mil Tons

,

Coko Tons.
Otlicr niiitoriiils

1

I8!)7

^'.iliic.
,
Quanlily. Vuliw,

2V.'J!il $ -)U.il'J(l 'J'),(!7(i S .Jllt.-V-'ll

(i2.2;'.il I.'.'U.IMII KKi.in 2,I'.".'.S'_'0

a.iitt.iu;? •.M(M(.(;h:i r,. )7J.!I71 :<.27L'..s:«!

;<.sis..V)(i I!Hl.!12(! ,>, :;_',">. isu L'd'i.LW

.M.1!I!),!I77 7'.'I.:!.S| :(H,,sii,i:t:) i.;t!Ni.,-.i7

S'd.HS'J •.',(>KS.ti«i(i ,SS2.S.">I .',(;i.s..-,(ij

g\:, ;{.(>7.'> l7.M;f.' HK.I.Vi

Io,()(NI l.'il.filUI

?7..V)7,!»lfi ?io.i,v.,'.>iw



Viil\ic.

:)i:<..v-'ii

•',r_"2,s-ji

ii.'.'T-.'.siti;

•J(i'i,L'.")H

i.:t'.Hi.:)iv

.'.ll|S..-.(i'.'

Wl.l.u
I.Jl.dlK)

;io. i.Vi,-.'ik'<

ANNUAL REPORT

TABLE IV.

PHODUCTION OF MKTALS PICK DISTHKT AND i)lVlSI()N.

69

XAME.

Divisions DisTKuna

18!)(i 18!»7 1806 1897

("AKiiuH) Ji :»i.n50 9 325.oo(t

Markcrvillu Divi-sioii $ 82,9(M» ^ (i.'i.(KKl

l.iKl>liii">?<'i"f<'k " .i'Xmt 2;').(MKt

giu-sm'llcniiMitli ' ol.KHl :i.>,(t(Kt

Kcilhlcy I'rook " li)7.().')0 '2IMI.(HKI

Cassiak
KOOTKNAV. KaST
KOOI'K.NAY. WksT

AiiiHWoitli Divisidii.
Nelson
Slocaii
Trail Crock
Oilier I'arts

Lll.l.OOKT
Yai.k

Osoyoos
Siinilkanioen
YaU;

' 2l.tHt() 37.n6(i

l.>4.427 10:i,7J)(i

4.(K»-2,7:« 6,765,7(tt

;U.5.()2ti 44(),;>4o

o»r),o2!l 78'»,215

i.aii.oii :j,28().(W(!

i.2i:{.:«i(i 2,(Kt7.28(l

I4.2tt!) lo7.!»77

Otiikk DISTRK"

i;il.22()

65,108

142.!t82

2i),l(K»

;)8,(i8ll

20«,078
:i»,84(l

2?B.7<)2

15.0(10 !).:«(0

14,816,9.55 J7..')«7,rj51

*V\n- Cas.siar, tlu> j)n)(lu(;ti()n i>f .$25,000 in 1896 from Omenica

WHS lately reported.

PLACER GOLD.

Table V. continues the yearly [)ro(luetion of placer gold to date,

as determined by the i-eturns sent in by the banks and express

c'ompanies, of gold transmitted by them to the mints, and from re-

turns sent in by the (Jold Commissi(mei's and Mining Reconlers.

To these yearly amounts one-thii'd was added up to the year 1878,

and from then to 1 S!K"), one-fifth, which j>ro))ortions were considered

to represtMit, ap})roximately, the amount of gold sold of which there

was no I'ccord.

TIh' placer gold out-put for I8ij7 shows no advance over 1H9(5.

This placei' gold contains from 10 to "Jo per cent, silvei', but the

silver value has not been se))ai'ate;i fi'om the totals as it woidd be

insigniticant.
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A

TABLE V.

YIULI) OK PLACKR (iOLU I'KK VKAU TO DATK.

isns I 705,000 187S.

ISoO 1,015.070 1H79.

if^oo 2,-J-Js,r)t;} isso.

1861 2,600,118 1S81.

1862 2,6r)6,y03 1882.

I86;j ;},yi;?.563 188;5.

1804 3,735,850 1884.

1805 3,491,205 1885.

1800 2,002,100 1880.

1807 2,480,808 1887.

1808 3,372,972 1888.

1809 1,774,978 1889.

1870 1,330,950 1890.

1871 1,799,440 1891.

1872 1,010,972 1892.

1873 1,305,749 1893.

1874 1,844,018 1894.

1875 2,474,004 1895.

1870 1,780,048 1890.

1877 1,008,182 1897.

..$ 1,275,204

1,290,058

1,013,827

1,040,737

954,085

794,252

736,165

713,738

903,651

693,709

616,731

588,923

490,435

429,811

399,520

356,131

405,516

481,683

544,026

513,520

M^ Total $59,317,473

TABLE VT.

Since last report further infoi-iiiation lias been secured that has

modified in some details this table as it then apj)eared, more

especially in reference to the production of lead. This information

of production in the earlier years is obtained from the " Mineral

Statistics and Mines for 1896," Geological Survey of Canada.
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COAl. AND COKK

Yl'lAItS

l.s;}(;-r)-j

IHoii-f)!)

isr)9 (-1 months).

1 HC.O

1S61

ISC) -J

1 s(;;i

I SCI
lH(\r)

ISGC)

1S()7

1 K()8

1 sr.«)

1870
1H71-2-3

1.S74

1875
187C)

1877
1878

1879

1880

1881
1882

1883

1884
188.J

1886

1887

1888
1889
1890
1891

1892
1893

1894
1895
189G

1897

TABLE VIT.

J'HODUCTION I'KI{ VI;AI{

Tons (2,240 Vr.:.)

10,000 ^
25,:')9(;

1,9S!>

I4.24()

1:5,774

I s, 11 s

21, .-545

28,():;2

.•'.2,819

25,115

31,2.39.

44,005.

3.5,802.

29,84 3.

148,549.

81,547,

110,145.

139,192.

1 54,052

.

170,84().

241,301.
2(;7;5<.t5.

228.357.

282,139.

21.3,299.

394,070

.

2()5,59(i.

32(),()3().

41.3,3()0.

489,301 ,

579,8.30.

()78,1 to.

,029,097.

82(i,335.

978,294.

,012,953.

939,054 .

890,222.

882,854 .

TO D.XTK.

V^ALUK

40,000

101,5<)2

7,!>5(;

5(),988

5,5,090

72,472
85,380

1 15,528

i;;i,27(;

100,4()0

124,950

170,020
14.3,208

119,372

49.3,830

244,041

330,435

417,570

462,150

512,538

723,903

802,785

08.5,071

840,417

639,897

1,182,210

796,788
97<),908

1,240,080

1,467,903

1,739,190

2,031,420

3,087. 2!»1

2,4 7;»,005

2,934,882

3,038,859

2,818,962

2,688,(;66

2,018,562

Total 12,081,087 tons. J?30,626,585
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l.s'JT . . I7,s;!i
,

Total 19,.390 tons.

7,sl).')

.S!>, I -Ki

Tlic forcifoin",' sliows little (•liJiri,i,'o duriiit,' the past year in tlie

coal production, hut a decided increase in the out-put of coke, of

which the hulk has l)een shipix'd to the Kootenav suieltei-s. All

this coke came fi'oin the coke ovens at Couiox, Vancouver Island.

A new and important market for this coke is now openinu; in

Mexico, where one shipload has already heen sent to one of the

hirge smelting works situated not far from the coast.

THE PRO(iHI<:SS OF MIN1N(J.

Figures s])e?ik foi- tliemselves, and the statistical tal)l(>s just

given show veiy cleai-ly the steady hut gratifying growth of the

mining industry in this Province.

The results so far aiv not startling or i>henomenal, hut the in-

crease in the out-put of the lode mines from 8100,000 in 1892 to

87,0.")0,000 in 1S9T, or live years, with an increase of .S2.7.')0,000

or Go /, during the past year, commands attention.

Increases. The increase in the amount of gold (lode) was 4;J,S.SJ

ounces, or 70 /
; of silvt'r, L',."').{7,()S2 (tunces, or 7")%

;

of lead li,G-ii,15(S pounds, or G;')
, ; of copper, l,.')OG,GL'i pounds,

or 40%.

That ISnS will see a suhstantial incrcMse is now assured fi-om

the amount of ore now in sight in the diiVeicnt districts, and from

the fact that the amount of customs returns fiom shipments of ore

for January, I89S, were 81, I9."},4.")N as c(»mi)are(l with .8G7r),r>UG in

1897 (tliese Bhipments from West Kootenay only).
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MTNTNC, COMPANTKS.

Duiiiifi the ciii-ly part of the year, pendini,' tlie enactment of

the new Company's Act with more strin<fent i'e<^ulati()ns, a j^reat

many mininj^ companies were registert'd with a capitalization tliat

savoured of the lidiculous, but the payment of $50 or $100 for the

license on July Isf was more than a great many of these companies

could stan<- in i they ceased to exist.

To the } .^!ic al 'r'-ge it may be well to state in ivference to

the mining resources ^u this Province, that they now pronn'se t<»

become yearly more valuable, that British Columbia can now claim

a place among the mining countries of the world, and that with

favourable climatic and natural conditions, excellent laws and good

government, and rapidly extending means of transjxtrtation and

cheaper treatment of ores, ntany oi)portunities for the cai-eful and

proper investment of money are here now afforded. But it is also

to be remembered that this is no longer a terra incognita, that there

are many here already closely watching for and prepared to pur-

chase any good claims that may be discovered, and that it is quite

absurd to suppose that any one probably totally ignorant of mining

affairs, can come here and in a few weeks, pick up properties with

phent)menally rich showings, as has been claimed by some who have

come, bought and gone back to Hf)at companies by niean.s of most

specious prospectuses.

There are many good pro{)erties that, from surface indications

and scanty development, })ronuse favourably, but for such capital

is needed; when, however, a company })romises definitely large and

speedy returns from properties with little or no development flone

upon them, the public should be extremely careful in making

investments.

The Province has been made to unjustly s;iffer for the deeds of

a few such companies, which have (juickly proved their inability to

fulfil their glowing promises of (|uick and Ir.ige returns, although in

some instances, when })roper woi-k has been done, these promises

may yet be redeemed.
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During th<* ])Hst year, imieli new work was done and iniieh new

territoi-y prospected, hut no important discoveries of ore were made

in new localities or on new locations, although, in the Nelson

Division anrl along the coast, what may yet prove properties of

gnvit im])ortance were being explored. On some of the older claims,

new and large shutes of good (»i'e were found, and some claims,

hitherto unproductive, at the close of the year pi(nnis(>d to join the

list of shipping mines during the succeeding one.

Prospects. To the arduous work and })rivati(»n - the prospector

must be due the opening uj) of any mi; ng region,

hut, without the aid of ca})ital, his efforts will be discouraging and

often fruitless. At the j)resent time, with the interest now

taken in British Columbia, capital will send its ag .its to the most

remote and ditiicult parts, while maiiy other c( ntries are languish-

ing for even a little attention ; but these agents ndui-ally demand that

some; work be done to enable thein to form somt^ judgment of the

value and possibilities of the "prospect." During the past two

years, many seeking mining i)roperty for sti'ong companies or syndi-

cates have found that their choice must be greatly confined to

" prospects " or undeveloped pro[)erties, and as ore deposits very

rarely display their charms on the surface, they have had to turn

away disappointed in that so little was done on claims they might

have been willing to buy at good prices.

In some districts, prices of property have risen to very high

figures, even for mere locations, but this phase is gradually correcting

itself, and as many owners now wish to join the great rush northward

to the new gold-fields, they will be willing to sell their claims at

more reasonable rates. This stamjiede to the north will take many

from the southern portion of the Pn)vince, but an increasing amount

of work will be done here, and investors waiting for a lull in the

former high prices will return, so that, while the different mining

towns may be quieter, mining will continue to advance.

Cassiar. Into the northern portion of the Province, in Cassiar

and Cariboo, long known as an almost untracked

wilderness, will now spread a great wave of prospectors, with the

.'.»
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eonsccjuencc tliut ti-ails jukI nmtcs will l)i' oim-mciI iijt tlir(ni<;li()ut

this vast (linnain, aixl wliat disci »v(M'i«'s may he iiiadc iioiic can tore-

sec. In earlier days were seen '^nUl excitt'iiients at scNcrai |H>iiits,

but <iuartz ledyes were not lociked for and i<,'iiored, hut now both

placei" ami lode mines will he ca<i;('rly liunted for. (^lute a luunher

of men have in the past veiitured into j)arts of these fastnesses, lo

return with favoui-ahle I'cports that were then not listenerl to, hut

will now he williniflv I'cceived.

Heno(> tlu* activity in the north will he i,n'eat, and the dis-

cov«'ries mav he of <j;reat value.

GOLD.

Gold is obtained cither from the j^old-bearin<< gravels of the

placer mine or from veins or lodes, and after these methods:

(ff) By smelting ore from the veins or lodes.

•:, i

(h) By milling and amalgamation, together with cyaniding, of

([uartz ores.

((•) B}' placer, hydraulic mining, or dredging of gra\els.

(lold ores, not amenable to amalagamation or any of

Smelting the wet processes, but })rofitahly treatable by smelting

Ores. tt ) a copper-iron matte or base lead bullion and refining,

are now the source of most of the lode gold pi'oduced in

the Province, as at llossland. By many who are only familiar

with free-milling ores, the imi)ortance of these smelting ores is not

appreciated, but their importance increases when it is learned that

by this process a return of 9") to IJiS jjer cent of the assay value is

guaranteed; that smelting cliarges are decreasing, and that witii

smelthig plants becoming more easily accessible the owner of the

producing property of this class has not to incur the cost of a plant

or mill to treat his ores, but can sell to the smelter at once.
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Hence liirt((' Ixxlics nf stilpliidc, ;in(l otherwise I'etVjietorv !^(»l(l

()r(^s, cfirryiiij; tV(»iii $15 lo Si'Q per tnii in uold, heiii;f devel-

()[>e(l in the Pi'(»vince, are heeoniini,' |>r(>litMl)le, ninl in some

eenti'es will hecome more so whe?i the raih'oads l)uil(Hni,' or [»ro-

jected are completed. In Kossland, as stated elsewhei-e, tiie average

yield value in 1S'.)7 tor ((S,Sl)| tons was 8M(). IS per' ton, with a net

value or profit of $1 "J to Jf? 1(1 per ton, which net value will, in all

|)rol)al)ility, soon increase.

In the IJoundary Creek re!j;ion the low i,'radi', Lfold-heaiiui,'

sulphide ores may prove, on projx'r development, to improve in

i^rade, as is already i>roniise(l in the work heinif d(me on some of

the properties, and in other pai'ts ore of this character may hecome

availahle with easiei' access to tli(> smeltiM-s. A<;ain, ore of this

class, too low yrude to pay to smelt, may yet be f(Hind ]>rolital)le hv

some wet process of treatment, for which expei'imcnts have not been

exhausterl.

Hence, with the extensioTis of the railroad systems now

buildinj;, chea})er coal and coke and better smelter rates, these

smeltini; gold oi'(>s will become more profitable.

Until I'c'centl}^ only j)lacer gold was sought out, and

Free-Milling (|uartz veitis received scanty and xcry desultory atten-

Ore. tion. Now, this search foi free-milling gold ores has

become more g(>neral, but so far the amount discovei-ed

has not been large, partly becai!-,e theri> has not been time to deter-

mine by mill t(>sts the value in the ipiart/ M'ins foujid, most of

which, so far, a))pear to be low grade, hence re(juiring most careful

testing, and partly because enough work has not been done to

disclose pay shutes.

A large amount of (|uart/, has Ixmmi found in Fairview and

Camp McKinney, in Yale, in CariI)oo, in ivist KoottMiav, in the

Nelwm Division, in Lillooct. and along the coast and coast islands,

l)nt, with a tew ex(^options, thes{> \-eins, as tested. ha\'e proved to

have low values. Se\<'i'al properties in these districts are now

on the list of shi])pers, but this class of miniiej has not vt't made

much headway, although the greatei attention now being paid
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the erection of Htaiup inills, etc., will greatly tend to prove up

these leads.

'J

Mention has been mafle of the rush northward to search f(»r

quartz leads. Haini)les of good gold-hearing rock have already been

received from there, and much (piartz is known to exist.

The annual output of placer gold for many years has

Placer Gold. not been large, but companies are now opening up

hydi'aulic mining leases in diff'erent parts of the

Province, and some very e.xtensive work is being d(me in Cariboo.

During the past year some {)arties engaged in dredging on the

Fraser have met, for the first time, with encoui'aging success, and

as the conditions are better undei'stood, and moi'e expei-ienced men

with means anfl the plant experience recommends attack this

problem, the more hopeful it becomes that the gold lying in these

rivers will be at last secured.

SILVER-LEAD.

iV.

The silver mines of the Province produced by far the greater

part of the ^tput t)f the mines for 1897, and although silver is not

now held in such high favor, its friends are getting handsome

returns from the high grade ores, as produced in West Kootenay.

With the notable exception of the silver-copper ore of the Hall

mines, and st)me of the smaller properties, all of the silver ore

carries a very high percentage of lead or occurs in galena, and, in

two or three cases, galena and blende.

During the past summer the rapid decline in the value of

silver, that proved so disastrous to other silver countries, had little

eft'ect on our silver mines othei- than to check investment, as the

ores were usually of such high grade as to leave, even at the lowest

price, a good margin of pi'ofit. The price of lead rose considerably,

but this increase was ofi'set by the increase of export duty on lead

into the United States, our best market, of \h cents per pound on

the gross lead contents in the ore.
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So far ail this silver-lead ore has had to he exported to the

United States for treatment, hut at both the Trail and Nelson

sinelt<»rM lead stacks are beinj^ erected, and the smelting of this high

grade ore will he attempted, provided "dry ore," or that containing

less than 5 per cent, of lead, can he got to intermix. So far, the

amount of this "dry" silver ore has been very small in this Province,

and its discovery would greatly serve to simplify the smelting of

these silver-lead ores within our c)wn bordei-s.

West Kootenay produced nearly all of this ore during 1897,

the North Star mine in East Kootenay suspending shipments until

the completion of the Ci'ow's Nest Pass Railway. As stated else-

where, the average net or yield values of 3.'{,57() tons of the Slocan

ore were lOS.f) ounces silver per ton and 45.7 per cent, lead, with

a total gross value of $97.70 per t(m, or $50 to $55 net.

COPPER.

No large copper mines have yet developed. The prtnluction

of 5,325,000 pounds during 1897, came almost entirely from Ross-

land and the Hall mines at Nedson, the average yield value of the

former being 1'32 per cent., at the latter 3.63 per cent.

Work is now in progress on the, at present, low grade copper-

bearing deposits in Boundary Creek disti'ict, and c<msiderable

prospecting was done at Kamloops, on the St. Mary's, in East

Kootenay, and on the Island of Vancouver and adjacent islands,

especially at the Van Anda, on Texada Island, whence several

hundred tons of good grad<^ boi-nite ore were shipped.

In these districts last named, the ore is usually chalco-pyrite,

in eruptive diabasic i-ock, associated with pyrrhotite and sometimes

manetite. Small bodies of massive "yellow copper" ore have been

unci) ''red, but for such ore to be profitable, there will need to be

large bodies carrjdng a fair percentage in copper, and enough silver

or gol<l, >r both values, for in mining large (|uantities, as would be

impei-ative, the ct)pper aveiviges would almost certainly become low,

hence requiring certain values in precious metals to make a total

value sufficient to leave a margin of profit. In these disti'icts some

very promising discoveries ha\e beert made, and work is being begun

upon them,
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COAL AND COKE.

'I'lic {iriMltict h '. of the colliciics on Vmmcoumt IsIhikI was alxmt

llic same as that of tlic i)ic\ ions \v;u\ hut in 1S!)S tlic (Iciuaiid for

coal should liji'catiy incrcasf in conscciuciu'c of the xci'v yrcat iii-

i'lvasc in the nunihci' of stcanitTs ('n:L!;;iiff(l in llic northern trade.

'llw cokf' o'cns at Conio.x pi-oduccd oNcr 17,000 tons of coke,

mostly for th(> Kootenay smelters, and large hargi's iire heing i)uilt,

so that the coke can l)e s(Mit to the mainland in cmi's to avoid

re-sliipment there.

Tlu> great lields of coal in Kast Kootenav will soon be avail-

able, as the raili'oad through the Crow's Nest Pass, west to the

Columbia rixcr, will l)e coinjiletcd in another year, when coal aiul

coke will be delixcred in Ivist and West Kootenav at easy rates,

and thus ellect great improvement in the conditions aU'eeting the

smelting industrv of the interior. «

M

Iron.

()'i'Hi:U MINKHALS.

About "2,000 tons of magnetic iron were shipped

from the («len Iron mines, neai- Kamloops, to

American smelters for a llux.

Some platinum was seemed from the hydraulic and

Plaliinim. placer mines, in Cariboo and Yale, and the Minister of

Mines has asked for sam[)les of black sand to be sent

into the laboratiiry of the I )e])artment, where such will be tested

free for platinum and iridium, for both of which are ever a good

market and good prices.

The cinnabar miiu's in the Kamloops district hav(>

Mercury. temporarily shut down, without proving anything vet

of \alue.

CAIMI'.OO DISTRICT.

Sinct> the year lsr),s t,) the present lime it is estimated that

()\('i' s."».'). 000,000 in ^dld has l)een taken from I he Cariboo gra\( 1

deposits, of which two ;inil a li.ilf miles (if Williams Creeks yielde(|

up oNcr >5-J0,000,000.
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tliiit

The intense interest* now aroused l)y the great Yukon dis-

coveries will lead many to exploi-c a i^reat extent of territory in

this North{!rn eounti-y, yet untouehed, to test many of the creeks

by sinkins^ to bedrock where cmly the bai's have l)e(>n tricnl.

Lack of watei' at suitable elevations has loiifjf deterred under-

takings tluit otherwise would be xcry profitable, as in the cnM'ks

above IJarkerville, wh(M'e there is a large amount of good pay <lirt that

with water could be easily moved and made to yield handsome returns,

while the old channel deposits in the Quesnelh^ District are just

now being ex[)loited. Whether this needed watei' can be sup))lied

or stored is doubtful in many instances, but such will be (piite

possible in others, if the means are available to build waterways

on a bold plan to bring water from long distances, as was done in

Califoi'iiia.

LOCATION.

Access is gained by the excellent Government road running

north from Ashcroft, on the Canadian Pacific Hail way, 210 miles

to Quesnelle Forks, or 280 miles to Bai'kerville.

From May to November a bi-weekly stage, carrying passengers,

mail and expi-ess, runs each way, sto})ping over at hostelries along

the rf)ad, where good meals and acconnnodation can be secured,

while a weekly stage runs during th(> other months. During the

period of navigation th(^ stage is left foi' the steamboat running

between Soda Crei^k and Quesnellemouth, making an agreeable

change of fifty miles on the long rifle to Hai^kerville. At Quesnelle-

mouth the trails start for Omenica and Cassiar, anfl other points in

the great wilderiu'ss to the North, while the stage road turning

sharply to the east runs about forty miles to Barkerville.

During the coming season this highway promises to become of

greater inqioitanee, as a large number of men with their supplies

may enter the northern count rv \ia this i-oiite, bound, not as far

as Dawson City, but for tlie great stretches of untried country that

are about to be more carefidly explored.

*

OPFOllTrXITIIvS FOH INVKSTMKNT.

In the Cai'iboo mining district are ojiportunities for the,

^.1
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probably, very reniunorativo investment of capital, provided that

careful investigation is first and always made of any property pro-

posed to be mined, and of all the re<|uirements and difticidties likely

to be met with prior to the commencenifnt of regular mining

operations. Tn most cases this preliminary work to determine the

possible gold yielding values of the deposits, whether gravel deposits

suitable for liydraulicing, drift mining or (luart/ ledges, will

re(|uire (ionsiderable capital to thoroughly test suirh, as up to the

present time all known enterprises amenable to more limited

financial means have been worked out, leaving only such tinder-

takings as abundant capital alone can afford to attempt.

Some strong companies are now engaged in large miningventures

that will greatly demonstrate in the near future what and where

successful issues may be expected. If souie of tluvse prove successful,

other and similai- opportunities are abundant, and much jiroperty

is now held speculatively awaiting the i-esults of those being teste 1.

Tt is needless to specify that to eml)iac(; any such opjtortunities

there are denuu'ded— First, abundant capital; and secondly, men
of undoubted experience, able to make the propei* preliminary

explorations, and then to work such property after the best possible

manner that experience can dictate. Several enterprises here are

now in the hands of thoi'oughly ex])erienc^Hl men, past-masters in

the kind of mining in which they are engaged, but unfortunatelv

others have met failure, or will do so, by reason of the fatal inability

of the men in charge to correctly pi'ospect the properties, to foresee

and forestall dirliculties, to estimate the needed amount of capital,

or to expend it to the best advantage.

'
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CASSIAR DISTRICT,

Since tlu^ issue of the IJcpoit of ISIX!, a y(>iir aj^o, the dis-

coveries of {)lacer j^old on the Khmdike and its tributaries, in

Canadian Yukon, liave l)e(;onie known throui^hout the world, and

now IS hein<; seen a hii'ge rush of prospectors, investors, specuhitors,

and adventurers into this northeiii rei(ion, le(l on hy tlie desire for

<;(»ld. In all ])i'<)l)al)ilitv tliis stampede will surpass any oth»'r of

the century, as from all (juarters of tl;e globe come accounts of men

leaving for the Arctic Eldorado.

The great northern reaches of British Columbia comprise tlie

districts of Cassiar and Cariboo, of whicli we know very little,

excepting of certain isolatfHJ portions, and great areas have mner

been explored for the j)recions metals; but the Omenica and Cas.siar

have in the past produced considerable placer gold, and, it is

claimed, (|uartz uiitestiul and unworked is to be found in these

districts.

This year will see the begnining of the great intiux of pro-

spectors, as many, instead of going further north into the Yukon,

are preparing to enter and prospect Cassiar ami Northern Cariboo,

and parties will be entering by all known means of ingress and by

every route. The interest and excitement now aroused, the building

of two lines of railroads, and tlu^ oi)ening up of new roads and

trails, are now aln)ut to eflect th<' exploTation of a great amount of

territory hitherto almost totally unknown.

Routes.
{(I) Via K(imont(m, in the N. W. T., up the Peace,

Finlay and Parsnip rivei's. Tlii^ loute will have to

be opened up to a very great extent by those now eiifering.

(h) From Asiicroft to (.^uesnellcmouth, tlience by trail into

the Omenica district, and on to the Stickine :i\('r, or l)y water and

portage to the waters of the Finlay and Parsnip rivers.

((•) IJy th(* Skeemi rixcr to ilazelton, and thence by trail into

the Omenica,

3M H^^^^^n
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(tf) V>y the Stickino Tiivcr witli stoainors L( Teles' raj)) i Ore* 1: or

Glenora, wlion(;o the iiortliciri part of Cassiai* ciui jiow be reached

by trails and waterways.

Kail roads.
'I'he Proviiifiid (lovei'Tnnent has <franted a chart) r,

wiih laml coiicessioiis, (o the ("assjar Central Hail-

way Company, and this company is jirepiirint^ to build a riiiivoad

from (Jlenora to |)<'a,se fjake, and is idso preparin,;^ to oiler scry

favoral)le inducements to prospectoi's cnteriiiLf ^tliis ))art of Cassiar

to searcli f(»r gold, more especially gold-bearing <[iiait/ ledges.

EAST KOOTENAY DISTRICT.

Railroad

Construction.

During the ])ast year the construction wns begun by

tlie C. P. IJ. of thi' Crow's Nest Pass Haiinav from

F'ort McLeod, in th(> Northwest Territories, through

tlie Crow's Nest Pass, in the Hocky Mountains, thence across the

valley of the Kootenay Hi ver and along tl ' \alley:, of the Moyie

and Goat rivers to Kootenay LmKc .•iiid Nelson. 'Ilie company

pronuses that i)y this autumn trains will be running as far as

Kootenay Lake.

The commencement of tb" -'ilroad pi'(>cipitate(l a great influx

of prospectors, sp-.'ulatoi's, -. lasf spring, a large mnnbei- of

wliom started into the mountains to prospect, but only toencounte?'

an unusually wet .season tliat deterred a largcMuajoi'ity from moving

off the trails. Hence, aftei- grubstakes w(>re gone, many of th(>se

at once left tlie country. I!ul very little advance was made in

East Kootenay during the past year, as very few discoveries were

reported, and not nuich work was done on the old claims, pending

the comim' of the railroad and new coiidilioiis and facilities.

Coal and

Coke.

The great <'oiddields of lli(> Crows Nest Pass are now

being opened up in two places, where the seams of

high grade coking coal ai'e cadi from six to seven

feet thick. The work i-^ in charge of .Mr. lilackniorc, M. I']., who

is opening up t'lC ]»i'operties so as to admit of a laru^e pi'oduction of

•oal II the completion of ilu- railway, and is also erecting coke
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ovens, so tliJit wlini the r;iil\v;iy rcailirs t lie licui't of West Kootenay

coal Jind •.•okv cui he Mt (Hici" (icIiM-i'cd, at ^I'catlv irdtictvl prices, at

the smcltiiij; cciitics tlicrc llic inicc of coke delivered to he al)oiit

iJ'G per toil, til. I present price \aryiiiLi,' from -S 1 L' to i?14.

These fields were e.xaiiiiiied liv (ieo. S. Ifaiiisay, M. 1'^., Ih'tiver,

Colo., wliosaxs: "It is my opinion that the Kootenay coal Held is

the ,i,'reatest in the Hocky Moiiiilain series I must say that I

know of no coal lield in the west where the e\ idtMice iiulicatinii;

larjfe t(»nna;;'e per acre is so prominent as I iiiid it in the Kootenay

fields." He also ifives the follow ini;; comparatixc table :

S'IKA.M AN'J) COKINi; COAI,.

M- l''ixc(l Vol. 11- ,,,. . 1.

Crow's Nest No. 1 (entire vein) TH.OI 2i.i:{ ^.T.*) 8.08

("row's N.-at No. 2(lowri- part of \cin) (JS.dl I!».4() 4.(»4 l.m
(^rested Ihitle. Colorado :><!.!« '.Vi/IA 4.12 rt.M

Sunshine. Colorado ."")(>. Ki :U.22 1.12 r),:j()

Mr. Kanisa}' also gives the next table :

('OMl'AKA'I'IVK AN'ALVSIS OK COKK.
Carhiiii. Asti.

Crow's Nest. n. C J>1.!»7 S.dH

Civsted hutte. Colorado S!».(H» 11.00

("ardilfand Sunshine. Colorado Sl.V.i 12..S2

licit. Montana (washed coal) !I1.(M» 0.00

Ti'inidad Colorado iwasiied coal) S,").()() l.").(10

Coiuielsv ille i'emisyh aiiia .S().S,S 1
1.")*

In Kast Kootenav the const riici ion of this railway and the

opening iiji of these coal mines will yet be a great intluence, as

more persistent |>rospe( ting will be done on l)oth siues of tlie valley,

tip which a railroad maybe riiii to ( loldeii. The country lying

l)(>tween the head waters of .McMur<ly Creek, south to Toby Civek,

will be vet more thorouglilv prospected, and bodies of low grade

ore rejioited to be (here will recei\e greater attention, when better

means of egress to smellers t hat may be erected clu.ser home will

encourage a much greater amount of work'.

As no re|)orls of |S!)7 wci'c rei-eived at this olfice

Hydraulic , .. ,. i i . > .• ^- <.

;,. . from thr ' lold ( ommissioner, no mtoi'ination is at
Miniiiji.

hand concerning; the progress of h\ Iraulic intniug on

Wild Horse and other creeks.
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WEST KOOTENAY DISTRICT.

AINSWORTH DIVISION.

There has been increased activity here durinj^ the past year,

but still many properties are lying idle. Again the fall in silver

proved disastrous, as money becoming interested here was to a great

extent withdrawn.

DUNCAN RIVER.

Much prospecting was done during the past .season in this

region, resulting in the discovery of silver-lead ores up in the same

formations as found in the Trout Lake district, the great up-tilted

belt of lime extending down thus far.

The J)ominion Government has instructed their engineer for

the Province, Mr. Roy, to examine tlie J)uncan River as to the

possibility of opening it up for n. sigation by small steamers.

THE TOWN OF KASLO.

This town had a return to prosperity during this season, and

many new }Hiildings were put up, but at the pre.sent time trade is

very quiet, as the tide of transient strangers has greatly decreased,

and men are saving up for the Klondike.

NELSON DIVISION.

Tlu' town of Nelson has grown very rapidly during the past

vtav. m»n\' new buildings have be(;n erected, as, from its location

or the lake nnd on the different lines of railroad, it must always be

an imp(i an md central i)oint.

SLOGAN DIVISION.

i>unng the past year this division was sub-divided into three

recovding divisions, but in this Report the term "Slocan"' will refer

to the territory wiuhin the okl boundaries.
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Tho followini' tables ifive the net smelter returns of
Production

.v. \ji ^v 4. ^ 1 1 i
• ^u

of Vrn " oic^ troni the Sloean District sold (iiirini^ the years

ISi)."), lS!)()-!>7. The tonnage is the (hy weiglit of the

crude ore and concentrates shipped, if., with the moisture deducted.

The silver and gold values represent 95 per cent, of the assay

values, and the lead 90 per cent, as the smeiters- do not pay for the

balance.

The average mai-ket values at New York have been taken, or,

for silver for KS9G, 67 cents, and for 1S97, 59.8 cents per ounce.

For lead for l.S9(5, $2.98 per 100 lbs.: for 1.S97, $3.58.

NET PIIODI (TION, I'KK SMELTEU UKTUKXS.

Years.
Tons.

2,0011 lbs.

Silver. Lead. GoLli.
Yalues.

Ouiutes.Ounces. P«)unds.

isn.") n..')H

l(i..")<iO

1.122.770

1.9.-)l.2r)S

:i<U 1.287

(i.72S..•{!.)

IS, 17.").071
:^(),7O7.705t

.)S,."')70.io;{

().$' 1.015.000
|.')2 I.S.5I,0||IHJjl)

1897 liYd :i2.so,()S()

Totals. ..... .T)l .$(i, 180.297

ii

ACTIAL YIKI.n VAI.

deal's.

Silver. Lead.
Vable.

Ounces.

118.0

118.0

108.5

Percent.

1805 50.8

.54.9

45.7

$ 10{).JJ0

isyci

1807
111.95

97.71

For .")0.0.")0 tons 111.12 49.1 $ 108. (JO

. In the autumn of 1H9() ;uid the spring of 1897, the
Pro'Tcss ot . . ,

.,'? . siher mines of the Slocan attracted -nusual atten-

tion as the great money-making possibilities of very

high grade silver-lead veins became apparent. A real boom was

inaugurated, the ditt'erent towns built up rapidly as many people

ci'owded in, but in July the sudden drop in the price of silver

checkeil all speculation, and the boom was over.

'I'he increased output for the Slocan tor 1897 speiiks for itself,

while the record of some of its mines during tlie past year attracts

%}
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much attemtion. One siifiiififjiiit frutuic (lurinjLC tho year has heon

that, despite the fact that ,i,'i>l(l is the t'avdrite aii'l silver luis fewef

friends, sev(!ral of tht; lar<;'er and de\eloped pi'o|K'i'ties liavi' passetl

under the control of Uritish cai)ital, and others are heing oxaniiiied

with a vi(>\v to purchase, the fact heing realized that (his higli

grade Slocan silver-lead ore is exceedingly pi'olitai)le and yielding

handsome dividends,

,, ., . , Since last Report the Cana<Uan Pacific Jiailwav has
Kailniads. '

huilt and opened its branch line from Slocan City to

Slocan Crossing on the Nelson and Rohson line, and a large new

steamer I'uns twice dailv from Slocan City to Knseht ri'v, where it

connects with tlie Nakusp and Sandon branch. Th(! Kaslo c*i: Slocan

Railway is considering the extension of this line northward from

Kaslo and up the Duncan River, to open up that large .section of

country.

Sill dtiny
Ijittle or no ivduction in fnMght and tn^atment

chaiges has been .)btained, the charges rinniing from

$20. .")0 to !?-2 per ton. The American smelters are eager to get

this ore, and those in tlie South; as in Color-ado, charge §1..')() to

•i^.'J.OO per t(m smelting cliarges on the net weight (/.«^'., less moisture)

and $11). 00 a gross ton for freight. This is a Ihit rate, that is, no

:iccount is taken of silica or iion contents, only excess of zinc (or

over 10 per cent.), and in some contracts 12 J, })er cent., IxMiig paid

for at 50 cents per unit. Of cour.se tlie smelters of shorter haul, as

on Puget Sound, charge higher smelting rates to make up the

dirterence in lower freights

Silver is paid for at New York price at time of settlement for

95 per cent, of assay value, and lead also up to ilO per cfUit. of

assay value.

The duty is 1^ cents on every pound of lead in the ore as

exported to the Unitefl States, although the snielt(>r only l)ays the

miner for i)0 per cent. The ore is shipped in bond to the smelter,

where the smelter men pay the duty, after samjiling, to tlie Ignited

States Government out of the value of the ore, oi- else they I'etain

this duty charge and shi}) rcliiied lead tt> Kui'ojx- w hen llu> prices

there, always lower than in the United States, are such as to admit
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of u iiifii;L;iti of jtiofit 1»y Jiddiiii,' tlir uinouiil of their duty to their

selliiiij price. Hence tlie niiiie-owuer ulways pays his (hity charge

on lead.

The Province h'viesalax of 1 per cent, on the Nuhie of the

ore aft(>r (h'dncting freight and treatment cliarges. Ifence the

average ore for 1S!)7, yielding lOS..*) ounces sihcr and 1.").7 percent,

lead, at the average price for 1S1)7, would be wortli !?y7.7U per ton.

from which ha\i' to he deducted:

Freiglit and Ti-eatnient *22 (K)

Dnty on Lead (100 jx-r cent) 1.") 2.')

(iovernment Tax 75

$:^ (K)

besides the cost of mining, sacking and transport to point of ship-

ment, so that the; net value or ])rotit on av(!rage Slocan ore will

be about $i')0.00 to .i?r),").UU per ton. .

Sampling works are running at Kaslo, and it is ])roj»ose(l to

put such a ])laTit at llosebei'ry foi' oi'cs going out on tlu^ Canadian

Pacific llailway. Nearly all the larger mines shij) direct to the

smelter, some sending alternative lots to different smelters. The

price of sampling is Sl..')U per ton, and the sampler is prepared to

buy the ore outright after sami)ling.

Transporta-

tion.

The ore is shipped in .sacks to the cars, and at Five

iMile Point, when loading from the steamer to the

Nelson I'ir F< rt Shejipard. llailroad, the .sacks are

emptied and I'eturned, the oic going in bulk. Facilities for the

shi[)ment of ore are constantly improving, but the raili'oads and

boat lines prevent reduction in charges.

SLOCAN CITY MINING DIVISION.

A good many claims were bonded and exploi'ed during the

past year, but not much advance was made, as the veins .seemed

to be broken and irregular and the high grade ore scattered in

"seyratious along miiior lines of weakne.ss."

M

I-
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TRAIL CREEK DIVISION, OR ROSSLAND.

Since tli(^ \vi-itiii^' of tlio last r('|»(»rt (iVu^'ust, \H\){\) on this

district, some important events have occurrerl, and while no other

paying mines liave yet been developer], ''persi.stiMit, plucky develop-

ment woi'k, sustained hy ample capital," is now heinj; done on

several properties with very encourai^inj^ results, and extensive opera-

tions will soon h(! l)e<(un on other claims, work that should

definitely determine the existenc(% or not, of other ore bodies in this

camp.

A great many peo})le have been attracted to Hossland, where

a large, well-built town has sprung uj) as in a night. Prices fur all

kinds of mining claims in this vicinity became for a time abnormally

high if such had rusty-stained rock with a litth; pyrites (and such

can be found almost anywhere here), erroneously called "iron-

cajjping," that })r(^mised "liigh values in depth." Many companies

were formed and a few thousand dollars of treasury stock sold, but

this {)roving entirely inadecjuatc! to do other than a few hundred

feet of wcn'k, without discovering oi'c or [)roving up a "mine," a

great number of these companies have ctjllapsed entirely. Nothing

more will be heard of them, and their claims, such as seem to

possess merit, will pass into other hands.

As in every other mining centre of j)rominence, Rossland had

to suffer for a time from the selfish machinations of the "wildcatter"

and unprincipled l)oomst«'r, the public at large swallowing nearl}'

ev<>rything that was ofiei-ed them, the phent)menal rise in

value of the Le lioi stock from a few cents a shai'e to dollai's

})roving an irresistil)le bait. The re-action speedily came, and most

of this bubble speculation disappeared. The result was a sudden

rebound from feverish acti\ity and speculation to <[uietness; but

this camp has at last settled down to a more business-like basis,

and as work increases, and liktnvise tin' pay-roll, so, })roportionati'ly,

will be its prosperity from now on.
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Tlu! followiiiL' tabit! will !»' iiitcrcstiii'' in tliat it

Production .
,

. p

of Mines K'^''^' within n iiuriow inai'<;iii or exact iioss, as dctcr-

iniiR'd i»y actual siiu'ltcr returns, the output of the

lloHKlaiul mines for (uicli yi'nv fi'om the l)e;,'inninj,' to date, It nnist

he r(fnienil)ered that this tahle is aee(»rdini,' to the smelter returns

receivid (kii'iiifjf each year, so that nearly all the ore shijjped in

Decinnher lias to he credited to the followini? yeai', or th<' issue of

tliis lleport would he delayed until much later.

The tal)l(! j^ives ^.he actual yield values of the ores as paid for

by the smelters, or 95 ])er cent, of the assay values in i^old and

silver, and the amount of the wet assay of copper, less !..'{ per

cent, and also the weight of ore, less the moisture.

Years.

NKT I'UODL'l'TION. I'EIt HMKLTKll KKTl ItNS.

Silver.
Tons.

I

2,(NM) lbs.

Gold.

Ounces. Ounces.

OOPPRR.

Ponnds.
Value

1H»4

IHl);-)

ISfKJ

1897

Total.

1,85($

19,(H)3

:{8,()7r);

()8,804|

H.72;{'

HI. 41)7

;V),27r)i

i»7,«)24

128,4281 187,519

5,857 1(M;,221».1» 7.'),51(»

10,702 K10,12(» 702,159
89,285 l,580,(>;r) I,218.;«i0

1IO,0<)8 1,819,580 2,097,280

251,412i 4,;^4<J,870.$4,118,(«)7

AVEUA(JE XKT SMKLTKH liCTrilNS. OR ACTUAL YIELD
VALUES I'EK TON.

Year.

1894
1895
imi
1897

Average, 128,428 Tons.

.

Gold. Silver. (U>fher.
Value.

! Ounces, Ounces. Per cent.

2.(M)

1.60

1.45

1.42

2.89 2.85

2.41 2.10
2.-M 2.08

l.tJO 1.82

1.96i 1.78

$ 40.(i9

.T).07

82.05

»).48

1.46 $ 82.05

From the above values, the co.st of mining, transportation,

treatment and the Provincial tax has to be deducted, or, calculating

from scanty information, from $15.00 to!i?18.00, leaving a net value

or protit for the production of 1897 of from $12.00 to #16.00

per ton.
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