POSTAL ADDRESS;
1440 UNION AVENUE
~="TEL. LANCASTER 6421

Christ Chureh Cathedral

Montreal

THE VERY REVEREND ARTHUR CARLISLE, D. D. Qctober 7th., 1932.
DEAN AND RECTOR

Sir Arthur W. COurrie,
Principal, McGill University,

Montre al.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

One of the ladies of my Congregation
came to me the other day in great distress over an
aprpeal which had been made on behalf of a student in
Medicine at MeGill, who was having & hard time paying

his way this year. He, according to her gtory, was

passing from deor to door asking for odd jobs by means
of which he might earn enough to help him through his
year. She suggested,that when the Foot-Ball Season

is over,the Field House at the Stadium might provide
rooming accommodation for a few such men. This may be
impracticable and it may be unnecessary, but this good
soul was evidently so distressed at the thought of
students being driven to ask for work from door to door,
and was so much in earnest in her suggestion that I could
not get rid of her until I promised to write to you on

the subject.
With very kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
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Dean and ﬁvctﬁr.




Inter-department Correspondence

MCGILL UNIVERSITY

T 0

October 12th, 1932.

¥McGill University,
Dear Sir Arthur,

With respec
I have made enquirie

in such dire straits

Freles
Un the oOo%her hsand,

himself if he can ascertain the
(and he tells me he is now making
send for him at once and see what

Trus

ithfully yours,
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Montreal, March 19,1929
McGill Medical Building.

Dr.C.F.Martin,
Acting Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir:

We, the premedical saudents of 1924-25 would
like to recall to your attention the new ruling of fees
brought into effect in 1926.

In 1924-25,we the undersigned entered the pre-
medical courss with the understanding that the fees were
to be $205.00 per annum. In 1926 the fees were raised to
$250.00 per annum for students entering the University in
that year. Since we had entered the University in 1924-25
we did not see how this ruling could 8ffect us. We were
however obliged to pay the new fees. It was also seen
that this new rise in fees would seriously affect those
students who had previously planned their entire budget
according to the rating of fees submitted to them on enter-
ing thekr course.

In 1927-28 those students taking a B.A.,M.D.
course with whom we entered the University in 1924
entered the first year of medicine, These students
continued to pay $205.00 per annum,whereas we,taking
a purely medical course leading simply to an M.D.,C.M.
degree were paying $250,00 per annum and have been made
to d0 so for the past three years.

We consider ourselves justified in our appeal
and sincerely hope that we may be reinstated to our orig-

inal status.

Anything gou can do for us in this matter will
be deeply appreciated.

We remain,

Very respectfully,
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8ix West Fifteenth Street,
New York City.

~

July the seventh, 1927.

Sir A.W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., L.L.D.,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

McGill University, Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

It hes now been three years since I have experienced
the pleasure and satisfaction which comes of residing on Canadian soil,
in this time have been in hospital and industrial work in five cities
of the United States for periods of from six months to a year, from
Detroit to Baltimore. I can now safely say that I know a great deal
more medically than I did on leaving McGill, in as much as I now

know that I know nothing, an improvement undoubtedly. I can also say

that I appreciate my Canadian citizenship and the opportunity of

living in Canada much more fully than I did before.

My object of writing is to bring before you, Sir,
some ideas I have harboured for awhile past, in regard to the possib
-ility of curtailing in some measure the exodus of large numbers

~

of our men to the United States, as remaining here, Canada loses

the benefits of their training and citizenship, which she sorely needs,
Cannot something be done to expldin the situation

as it is here from a medical standpoint to the students sometime

pefore their graduation. Would it not be feasible and practical to

have a Mc@ill man, an older graduate residing in the United States,

one who still retains his Canadian citizenship and is in & position

to




know conditions as they are in the United States relative to
the opportunities here for young medical = > : o the
ay during their third or fourth year, when they are for
-mulating plans as to where they may go and why. A few random
points which might be covered are,
1. The status of medicine in the United States as compared with
Caneda,
The general class of fellow practitioners with whom one associates
The higher development and recognitio quack cults in this
country which one has contend with in the honest practice of
Medicine.
The comparative mercenery basis om which the practice of Medicine
is placed here.
The fact that for the time being = may have to

home, but will live more, get more out of life and associate

with a people of better stock than is generally possible here,

The value of British citizenship to those who will contemplate

surrendering their birthright for a mess of potage. (Especially
when travelling outkide of America will they appreciate this).

It is futile to endeavour to get these men to
return to Canada after they have driven stakes here, but it does
seem possible to do something at the source, before plans are made
and before they actually come to this country.

I have talked with a good number of the younger chaps
who have come down from our four Eastern schools. Many cross the border
with the idea of obtaining their training in the institutions here
and then returning to Canada, but before coming or after residing
here awhile a goodly number contemplate transferring their allegiance
and remaining here as United States citizens. Some of the older men

would
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would appreciate the opportunity of returning to Canada,

o

settled here and that is that. Practacally all I

v i >
older, are of the opinion that Canada is 'down' and offers

nared with the United Statd

.r as the opportunities are concerned

2

provided one is willing to put up with the discrepancies referr

before. Canada is far from 'down', is it not possible that in fifty yeax

-8 time, providing that Canada preserves her law enforcement and
gimilar methods of selection of immigrants, she will be in & commanding
position over the United States, but the fact of a great numbe of
our best trained blood giving what they have to the United States
instead of to their own country does t help matiers out any to
the very least,

Another method may be to make the m

have in Canada, the authorities to obtain the

such and presenting them to the students. Before graduation,

the student has in mind, mainly from lack of opportunity to learn of

- »
positions and posts at home, the idea that there are many opportunities
him

for them in the United States. There are undoubtedly some, but does
he know that the gold nuggetes are not to be culled from the surface
soil, , that they are down deep and one had to dig hard and fast
before he reaches them and that there are many digging. Also does
he know of the circumstancee under which he will have to work and
the associations which he will have,

It is not to condemn the practice of the graduate of
McGill and ojher Canadian schools obtaining part of their training in
institutions in the United States, this is commendable I think, but to
make certain he does not lose sight of the idea of returning to his own

country and serving her as a Canadian. The other idea of coming here

and
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Yours very




July 13th, 1927,

Dres Rox Wiggins,
6 West Fiftesnth Strest,
New York Citye.

Ny dear Viggins:-

Your very interssting letter
to Sir Arthur Currie has been handed to me in his
absence and I am taking this opportunity to reply
to it meanwhilae.

I 2m culte sure that you
realize as well as many others how much it does
really concern us %to see such am exodus from
Canada to the United States. Nay I add, however,
that in the Medical Faculty we are making every
effort to keep them here, to develop Cansadian
doctors to remain on Canadian soil. Ve have re-
cently obtained four scholarships for Canadian
students, who, when they graduzte, will be en-
couraged to remain, and we are trying to do our
best to keep the pick of our graduates in Canada,
The various points you mention might well be
covered in annual talks to our students are well
worthy of note, and for my own part in the Faculty
of Medicine,l shall make use of them when the
occasion arises next session.

I know S8ir Arthur will be
delighted to hear of your continued interest in




Dr, Rex Wiggins

the Universitye.

Vith many thanks for your

letter, I am,

fours faithfully,

Principale.




