4

PRESS RELEASE

¢

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
OTTAWA - CANADA

¥03 RELBEASE AT 6:32 P.l, EST

No. 75 WONDAY. SEPTEMEER 26, 1955,
Following is the text of a joint communigue 1ssued
simultaneously in Ottawsz by the Department of External
Affairs and in Washingtcen by the United States Depart-
ment of State: . '

The Joint United Stascs-Canadian Committee on Trade
met in Washington in lMarch 1954,

and Economic Affgirs, which
held its second meeting in

was represented by:

The Honouvravie -ohn
Secretary cf

Ottawa today. The Unites States

The Honouravia (eorge . Humphrey,
N m

Secretery of ths

The Honourable I Tafs
Secretary or Agricurture

Canada was represented by

The Right Honoursble
Minister of Trace

The Right Hcnourubls J. G
Minister of Ag-icultur

The Honourable L. 3.

¢. D, Howe, M.P.,

and Commerce and Defence Productlion

Gardiner, M.P.,

.
3

Pesrson. M.P.,

Secretary cf State for External Affairs

The Honourable if. Z.

Harris, M.P.,

Minister of Tinznce

In addition to

tre mamoers of the Joint Committes,

His Excellency Dougias Stusrt, United States Ambassador to Canada,

and His Excellency A. D. T.
United States, participatec

Heeney, Canadian Ambassador to the
in tho discussions.

This Committee was =stoblished by the United States
and Canadian Governzents to pr:vide an opportunity for Cabinet
members of both countrics conzerned with economic and trade
matters to meet together peviolically and review developments

of common interest.

Its existenze symbolizes the close and

friendly relations existing Lotween the two countrles and 1is
evidence of the interest whicn sach country has in a great number

and variety of econciiic gqucetionc affecting the other.

Its

meetings supplerent and relnrcrce the dally exchanges which take
place between officlial reprosencatives and betveen private
citizens of the two countrlcs.

At today's meeting iz exchanges of views dealt mainly

with general commercilal palic-e;
being achieved in dealing
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snd prospects, with progress
trczd international trade and pay-
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ments problems, and wilth pollecies relating to trade in agrileule
tural prcducts.

The Committee emphasized the importance of encouraging
a large and growing volume of mutually beneficial trade between
the United States and Canada. They discussed the difficulties
which were experienced from time to time in this connection. They
shared the view that this trade would develop most satisfactorily
as part of a widespread system of freer trade and payments, SJuch
a multilateral pattern of trade would also best serve to sustaln
relations between the United State's and Canada, and between each
of them and the many countries.with which they are assoclated
throughout the world, on a wholesome and durable basis. The Come
mittee recognized that policies and practleces which promated these
purposes were lmportant to the national well-being and security of
the two countrles.

The Committee noted that, with the high rates of employ-
ment and e conomic activity which had prevailed in most parts of
the world, the level of internatlonal trade had generally been
well maintalned during the past yzar. Whlle some progress had
been made in removing restrictions and reducing discrimination 1n
many countries, there remained however a need for fuwther advances
in this fileld. )

It was realized that difficult, although 1t 1s hoped
temporary, problems existed as a result of the accumulation ¢f
large quantities of some agricultural products in several ecountries.
These problems, if not handled ¢arefully, could adversely affect
the trade in such products and might alse have damagling consequenses
for international trade generally. The members of the Committee
were able to acquaint one another with thelr views on these matters,
It was agreed that in dealing with these problems, there should
be closer consultation in an effort to avoid interferemce wlth
normal commercial marketlings.

Tt was recalled that the initiative for the creation of
this Committee had come from conversations between Presideny Eisenhower
and Prime Minister St. Laurent in 1953, reflecting the keen desire
which both have always shown to improve understanding and strenge
then relations between the two countries. At the meeting today
the Cenadian members expressed their deep sympathy with
President Eisenhower in his 1llness and thsir hopes that he would
soon be restored to full health.
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