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Economic and Social Gouncil

The Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) is the real backbone of the
United Nations system. Under the
authority of the General Assembly, the
Council is the principal co-ordinating body
for the economic and social activities
carried out by the UN and the various
funds, programs, organizations and
specialized agencies that make up what
is called the United Nations system or
extended family. It has 54 member
states, each elected for a three-year
term. Canada’s last term on the Council
ended December 31, 1998.

The activities overseen by ECOSOC
are aimed at prdmoting economic growth
and progress in the developing world,
respect for human rights, and international
co-operation in such areas as housing,
family planning, environmental protection
and crime prevention. More specifically,
ECOSOC’s main functions and powers

are as follows:

* to serve as the main body for examin-
ing international economic and social
issues of a global or interdisciplinary
nature and for developing, on the basis
of studies and reports commissioned
by the Council, practical recommen-
dations on these issues for member
states in the economic, social, cultural,
education, public health and other
related spheres;

* to ensure effective, universal observ-
ance of human rights and basic
freedoms;
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¢ to convene international conferences
on questions in its areas of expertise
and prepare draft conventions for

submission to the General Assembly;

* to co-ordinate the activities of special-
ized agencies while consulting with
them and making recommendations
to them, as well as to the General
Assembly and UN member states; and

¢ to consult the over 1500 non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) .
enjoying consultative status with the
Council on questions that come under
its scope.

To successfully carry out its mandate,
the Council has several commissions and
committees with specific responsibilities.
This structure includes nine functional
commissions charged with studying issues
and making recommendations in their

fields of expertise. They are as follows:
¢ the Commission on Human Rights;

¢ the Commission on Population and
Development;

e the Commission for Social

Development;

¢ the Commission on the Status of

Women;

e the Commission on Crime Prevention

and Criminal Justice;

* the Commission on Narcotic Drugs;
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* the Commission on Science and
Technology for Development;

¢ the Commission on Sustainable
Development; and

¢ the Statistical Commission.

The Council also has regional eco-
nomic commissions charged with pro-
moting economic development in each
region, and strengthening economic
relations among the various countries there
and between these countries and the rest
of the world. They are as follows:

¢ the Economic Commission for Africa
(Addis Ababa, Ethiopia);

¢ the Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (Bangkok,
Thailand);

¢ the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (Beirut, Lebanon);

¢ the Economic Commission for Europe
(Geneva, Switzerland); and

¢ the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (Santiago,
Chile).

The Council also has four standing
committees: (1) the Committee for
Programming and Co-ordination; (2) the
Commission on Human Settlements;

(3) the Committee on Non-Governmental
Organizations; and (4) the Committee on
Negotiations with Intergovernmental

Agencies.

Last, the Council supervises the
work of a great many expert bodies on
questions such as the environment, natural
resources, and economic, cultural and
social rights. It also oversees the governing
boards of several UN organs, including the
United Nations Children’s Fund, the Office
of the High Commissioner for Refugees,
the World Food Programme and the United
Nations Population Fund, to name but a
few.

Trusteeship Council

The Trusteeship Council is the only
UN body that is no longer active; however,
its mechanisms are still in place and could
be re-activated if circumstances change.
It was originally set up to ensure that the
governments charged with administering
the territories under UN trusteeship
(11 at the time of the Council’s inception)
suitably prepared them for autonomy or
independence. Its role came to an end in
1994, when the last of these territories
—Palau, an island group in the Pacific
Ocean, which had been administered
by the United States—opted for a new
status. The Trusteeship Council, which
had been composed of the five permanent
members of the Security Council, will
not sit again unless required by special
circumstances.

International Court of Justice

The International Court of Justice (also
called the World Court) is the United
Nations’ main legal organ. The Court sits
in The Hague in the Netherlands and has
15 judges, who are elected by the General



Assembly on the recommendation of the
Security Council. In selecting judges, care
is taken that the principal legal systems of
the world are represented. The Court
settles legal disputes between member
states and renders advisory opinions for
the UN and its agencies. Only member
states may refer issues to the Court. A
state can refuse to submit to its jurisdic-
tion (except where otherwise expressly
provided by treaty), but if it accepts, it
is obliged to comply with the decision

rendered.
Secretariat

The Secretariat is headed by the
Secretary-General and provides the serv-
ices that keep the UN and the programs
of its five main bodies running on a day-
to-day basis (those organs being the
General Assembly, the Security Council,
the Economic and Social Council, the
Trusteeship Council, and the International
Court of Justice). The Secretariat operates
out of UN headquarters in New York, as
well as offices in Geneva, Nairobi and

Vienna.

In 1999, the Secretariat employed
about 8700 civil servants—4700 of them
in New York—from 160 countries. Their
duties include administering peacekeeping
operations, organizing international con-
ferences, studying world economic and
social trends, preparing studies on such
subjects as human rights, disarmament
and development, providing simultaneous
interpretation and translation services,
and providing information on the United
Nations to media the world over.
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Budget and personnel

The UN budget for the year 1999 is
US$1.25 billion. This amount covers the
operations of the Secretariat for the
United Nations system in New York,
Geneva, Nairobi and Vienna, as well as
the five regional economic commissions.
In addition, there is the UN funds and
programmes budget, which comes to
nearly US$5 billion for the year 1999.
Added to this are the budgets of special-
ized agencies such as UNESCO, the Food
and Agriculture Organization and the
International Civil Aviation Organization,
bringing total operating expenditures for
the entire United Nations system to over
US$18 billion a year.

The Secretariat and the various
components of the United Nations system
are funded through member states’ dues
and through donations from the private
sector, other national and multilateral
agencies, and individuals. Member states’
dues are set according to total gross
national product (GNP), adjusted for a
series of factors including per capita
income and population. For the year 1999,
Canada’s share was set at 2.754 percent
(US$28.6 million).

Including Secretariat staff, UN person-
nel in 1999 numbered 64,700 people
working in 29 agencies, institutions and
programs of the UN system throughout
the world.
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1974
1945
1958
1974
1966
1945
1945
1955
1946
1945
1950
1945
1945
1955

1949 -

1955
1962
1956
1955
1992
1963
1999
1963
1992
1955
1991
1945
1966
1945
1955
1990
1991
1945
1960
1964
1957
1965
1960
1964
1991
1961
1968
1945
1991
1993

Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

Haiti

Honduras
Hungary
Iceland

India

Indonesia®

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Iraq

Ireland

[srael

Italy

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya

Kiribati

Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Latvia

Lebanon
Lesotho

Liberia

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia®
Maldives

Mali

Malta

Marshall Islands
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Micronesia (Federated States of)
Monaco

1961
1956
1975
1948
1990
1999
1955
1945
1945
1945
1960
1960
1945
1971
1947
1994
1945
1975
1945
1945
1945
1945
1955
1971
1991
1992
1955
1945
1962
1983
1979
1980
1976
1992
1975
1945
1960
1976
1961
1965
1993
1992
1978
1960
1945

Mongolia

Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar

Namibia

Nauru

Nepal

Netherlands

New Zealand
Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

Norway

Oman

Pakistan

Palau

Panama

Papua New Guinea
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Republic of Korea
Republic of Moldova
Romania

Russian Federation’
Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa

San Marino

Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal

Seychelles

Sierra Leone
Singapore

Slovakia8

Slovenia

Solomon Islands
Somalia

South Africa



1955  Spain

1955  Sri Lanka

1956 Sudan

1975  Suriname

1968 Swaziland

1946 Sweden

1945  Syrian Arab Republic®

1992  Tajikistan

1946  Thailand

1993  The former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia!?

1960 Togo

1999 Tonga

1962 Trinidad and Tobago

1956 Tunisia

1945 Turkey

1992  Turkmenistan

1962 Uganda

1945  Ukraine

1971  United Arab Emirates

1945  United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

1961  United Republic of Tanzanial!

1945 United States of America

1945  Uruguay

1992 Uzbekistan

1981 Vanuatu

1945 Venezuela

1977  Viet Nam

1947 Yemen!?

1945  Yugoslavia

1964 Zambia

1980 Zimbabwe

Notes

1 On September 19, 1991, Byelorussia
informed the United Nations that it
had changed its name to Belarus.

2 Czechoslovakia was an original
Member of the United Nations from
October 24, 1945. In a letter dated
December 10, 1992, its Permanent
Representative informed the
Secretary-General that the Czech

and Slovak Federal Republic would
cease to exist on December 31, 1992,
and that the Czech Republic and the
Slovak Republic, as successor States,
would apply for membership in the
United Nations. Following the receipt
of its application, the Security Council,
on January 8, 1993, recommended to
the General Assembly that the Czech
Republic be admitted to United
Nations membership. The Czech
Republic was thus admitted on
January 19 as a Member State.

Egypt and Syria were original
Members of the United Nations
from October 24, 1945. Following a
plebiscite on February 21, 1958, the
United Arab Republic was estab-
lished by a union of Egypt and Syria
and continued as a single Member.
On October 13, 1961, Syria, having
resumed its status as an indepen-
dent State, resumed its separate
membership in the United Nations.
On September 2, 1971, the United
Arab Republic changed its name to
the Arab Republic of Egypt.

The Federal Republic of Germany and
the German Democratic Republic were
admitted to membership in the United
Nations on September 18, 1973.
Through the accession of the German
Democratic Republic to the Federal
Republic of Germany, effective from
October 3, 1990, the two German
States have united to form one
sovereign State.

By letter of January 20, 1965,
Indonesia announced its decision to
withdraw from the United Nations
“at this stage and under the present
circumstances.” By telegram of
September 19, 1966, it announced its
decision “to resume full co-operation
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with the United Nations and to resume
participation in its activities.” On
September 28, 1966, the General
Assembly took note of this decision
and the President invited representa-
tives of Indonesia to take seats in
the Assembly.

The Federation of Malaya joined the
United Nations on September 17, 1957.
On September 16, 1963, its name was
changed to Malaysia, following the
admission to the new federation of
Singapore, Sabah (North Borneo) and
Sarawak. Singapore became an inde-
pendent State on August 9, 1965, and a
Member of the United Nations on
September 21, 1965.

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
was an original Member of the United
Nations from October 24, 1945. In a
letter dated December 24, 1991,
Boris Yeltsin, the President of the
Russian Federation, informed the
Secretary-General that the member-
ship of the Soviet Union in the Security
Council and all other United Nations
organs was being continued by the
Russian Federation with the support
of the 11 member countries of the
Commonwealth of Independent States.

Czechoslovakia was an original
Member of the United Nations from
October 24, 1945. In a letter dated
December 10, 1992, its Permanent
Representative informed the
Secretary-General that the Czech and
Slovak Federal Republic would cease
to exist on December 31, 1992, and
that the Czech Republic and the
Slovak Republic, as successor States,
would apply for membership in the
United Nations. Following the receipt
of its application, the Security Council,
on January 8, 1993, recommended to

10

11

12

the General Assembly that the
Slovak Republic be admitted to
United Nations membership. The
Slovak Republic was thus admitted
on January 19 as a Member State.

Egypt and Syria were original Members
of the United Nations from October 24,
1945. Following a plebiscite on
February 21, 1958, the United Arab
Republic was established by a union
of Egypt and Syria and continued as
a single Member. On October 13, 1961,
Syria, having resumed its status as
an independent State, resumed its
separate membership in the United
Nations.

The General Assembly decided on
April 8, 1993, to admit to United
Nations membership the State being
provisionally referred to for all pur-
poses within the United Nations as
“The former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia” pending settlement of
the difference that had arisen over
its name.

Tanganyika was a Member of the
United Nations from December 14,
1961, and Zanzibar was a Member
from December 16, 1963. Following
the ratification on April 26, 1964, of
Articles of Union between Tanganyika
and Zanzibar, the United Republic of
Tanganyika and Zanzibar continued as
a single Member, changing its name
to the United Republic of Tanzania
on November 1, 1964.

Yemen was admitted to membership
in the United Nations on September 30,
1947, and Democratic Yemen on
December 14, 1967. On May 22, 1990,
the two countries merged and have
since been represented as one
Member with the name “Yemen.”




The United Nations on the Internet

A

Administrative Committee on

Co-ordination, Subcommittee on
Nutrition (ACC/SCN)
www.unsystem.org/accscn/
index.html

o E [ ]

Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA) www.un.org/Depts/eca
Economic Commission for Europe
(ECE) www.unece.org

Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
www.eclac.org

Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
www.unescap.org

.

Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) www.fao.org

[ ] l ®
Information Systems Co-ordination
Committee (ISCC)
www.unsystem.org/iscc.html
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) www.iaea.int
International Bureau of Education
(IBE) www.ibe.unesco.org
International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) www.icao.int
International Computing Centre
(ICC) www.unicc.org
International Court of Justice (ICJ)
www.icj-cij.org
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) www.ifad.org
International Labour Organization
(ILO) www.ilo.org
International Maritime Organization
(IMO) www.imo.org

International Monetary Fund (IMF)
www.imf.org

International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of
Women (INSTRAW)
www.un.org/instraw

International Telecommunications
Union (ITU) www.itu.int
International Trade Centre (ITC)
www.intracen.org

.J-

Joint Inter-Agency Meeting on
Computer-Assisted Translation and
Terminology (JIAMCATT)
www.unsystem.org/jiamcatt

Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) www.unaids.org

-

Multilateral Investment Guarantee
Agency (MIGA) www.miga.org

.0-

Outer Space Affairs, Office for
(0O0SA) www.un.or.at/O0SA

[} U ®
United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements / UNCHS (Habitat)
www.unchs.org
United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) www.unicef.org
United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD)
www.unctad.org
United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
www.unccd.ch
United Nations Development Fund
for Women (UNIFEM)
www.unifem.undp.org
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United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) www.undp.org
United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) www.unesco.org

United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) www.unep.org
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) www.unfccc.org

United Nations Headquarters (UN)
www.un.org

United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Office of the
(UNHCHR) www.unhchr.ch

United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, Office of the (UNHCR)
www.unhcr.ch

United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO)
www.unido.org

United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research (UNIDIR)
www.unog.ch/unidir

United Nations Institute for Training
and Research (UNITAR)
www.unitar.org

United Nations International Drug
Control Programme (UNDCP)
www.undcp.org

United Nations Interregional Crime
and Justice Research Institute
(UNICRI) www.unicri.it

United Nations Office at Geneva
(UNOG) www.unog.ch

United Nations Office at Vienna
(UNOV) www.un.or.at

United Nations Office for Drug
Control and Crime Prevention
(ODCCP) www.odccp.org

United Nations Office for Project
Services (UNOPS) www.unops.org
United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) www.unfpa.org

United Nations Research Institute for
Social Development (UNRISD)
www.unrisd.org ’

United Nations University (UNU)
www.unu.edu

United Nations Volunteers (UNV)
www.unv.org

Universal Postal Union (UPU)
www.upu.int

.
World Bank (IBRD)
www.worldbank.org
World Food Programme (WFP)
www.wip.org
World Health Organization (WHO)
www.who.org
World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPOQ) www.wipo.int
World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) www.wmo.ch
World Tourism Organization
www.world-tourism.org
World Trade Organization (WTO)
www.wto.org




Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice
and peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous
acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world
in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom
from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the
common people, ‘

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a
last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights
should be protected by the rule of law,

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations
between nations,

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter re-affirmed
their faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human
person and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to
promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation
with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance
of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest
importance for the full realization of this pledge,

Now, Therefore the General Assembly proclaims this Universal Declaration
of Human Rights as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all
nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping
this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to
promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures,
national and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition
and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and
among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.




ey ot

e United Nations

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are
endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in
a spirit of brotherhood. '

1 Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration,
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

2 Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdic-
tional or international status of the country or territory to which a person
belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other
limitation of sovereignty.

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall
be prohibited in all their forms.

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment.

tQf{zfc/e G

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

LQ%/fc/e 7

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal
protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimina-
tion in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such
discrimination.

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tri-
bunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution
or by law.

®



No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

ﬂﬁb/e /0

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an indepen-
dent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and
of any criminal charge against him.

Mﬁ'@/@ /7

1

Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent
until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all
the guarantees necessary for his defence.

No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or

omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or international
law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed
than the one that was applicable at the time the penal offence was committed.

Mﬁde 72

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation.
Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference
or attacks.

LQ%&C/@ /3

1

Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders
of each state.

Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return
to his country.

ngfzz'cé /4

1

Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from
persecution.

This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising
from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles
of the United Nations.



Mﬁw /5

1 Everyone has the right to a nationality.

2 No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to
change his nationality. '

%ﬁc b 16

1 Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or
religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to
equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.

2 Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the
intending spouses.

3 The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled
to protection by society and the State.

Wﬁbk 77

1 Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with
others.

2 No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Mﬁc/@ /8

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this
right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either
alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.

%&b& 79

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression,; this right
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

%ﬁdz 20

1 Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

2 No one may be compelled to belong to an association.
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Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly
or through freely chosen representatives.

Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country.

The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this
will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by
universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent
free voting procedures.

Mﬁb/e 22

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled
to realization, through national effort and international co-opération and in
accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic,
social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development
of his personality.

%ﬁb/@ 23
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Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and
favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.

Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work.

Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring
for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and supple-
mented, if necessary, by other means of social protection.

Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of
his interests.

ngffac/e 24

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of
working hours and periodic holidays with pay.

M&de 25
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Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and
well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and
medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the
event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other
lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.

Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All
children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social
protection.
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Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, atleast in the
elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory.
Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and
higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.

Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality
and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.
It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations,
racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United
Nations for the maintenance of peace.

Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given
to their children.

Mﬁde 27
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Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community,
to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.

Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests
resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the
author. '
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Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights
and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.

Mﬁc/e 29
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Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full devel-
opment of his personality is possible.

In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to
such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing
due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of
meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare
in a democratic society.

These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes
and principles of the United Nations.

ngfm’c/e 30

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group
or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at
the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein,




Diys, Weeks, Years and Decades proclaimed by the United Nations

UN Days

March 8
International Women’s Day

March 21
International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination '

March 22
World Day for Water

March 23
World Meteorological Day

April 7

World Health Day

May 3

International Day of Families

May 17
World Telecommunications Day

May 31
World No-Tobacco Day

June 4
International Day of Innocent Children
Victims of Aggression

June 5
World Environment Day

June 26
International Day against Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking

July 11
World Population Day

September 8
International Literacy Day

October 1
International Day of Older Persons

October 9
World Post Day

October 16
World Food Day

October 17
International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty

October 24
United Nations Day

October 24
World Development Information Day

November 16
International Day for Tolerance

November 20
Universal Children’s Day
(date varies from year to year)

November 20
Africa Industrialization Day

‘November 29

International Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian People

December 1
World AIDS Day

December 3
International Day of Disabled Persons

December 5
International Volunteer Day for
Economic and Social Development

December 10
Human Rights Day
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Other Days

third Tuesday in September
International Day of Peace (opening day
of the regular annual session of the
General Assembly)

during last week of September
World Maritime Day

first Monday in October
World Habitat Day

second Wednesday in October
International Day for Natural Disaster
Reduction

UN Weeks

March 21-28

Week of Solidarity with the Peoples
Struggling against Racism and Racial
Discrimination

October 24-30
Disarmament Week

week of November 11
International Week of Science and Peace

UN Years

1999
International Year of Older Persons

2000
International Year for the Culture of
Peace

2000
International Year of Thanksgiving

2001
International Year of Volunteers

UN Decades

1990-99 .
United Nations Decade of International
Law

1990-2000
Fourth Transport and Communications
Decade in Africa

1990-2000
International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction

1990-2000
Third Disarmament Decade

1991-2000
United Nations Decade against Drug
Abuse

1993-2002
Second Industrial Development Decade
for Africa

1993-2002
Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled
Persons

1993-2003
Third Decade to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination

1995-2004
International Decade of the World’s
Indigenous People





















Ganadians who served with distinction within the United Nations

Lt.-Gen. Maurice Baril
Senior military adviser to the
Secretary-General in 1992; headed
the Department of Peacekeeping
Operations during the 1990s.

Alan Beesley
Central figure in the negotiations that
led to the Law of the Sea Convention
(1967-82). Proponent of the idea that
the oceans belong to the “common
heritage of mankind.”

Harry Black
Served as Executive Director of
UNICEF in the 1970s.

Lt.-Gen. E.L. Burns
Assembled and led the United Nations
Emergency Force, which defused the
Suez Crisis in 1956. Served as Chief
of Staff for the United Nations Truce
Supervision Organization.

James Carney
Helped launch an aid program for
developing nations by producing
over 200 films for the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements in
1976. Commissioner-General for the
UN Pavilion at Expo 86 in Vancouver.

Margaret Catley-Carlson
Deputy Executive Director of
Operations at UNICEF, with the
rank of UN Under-Secretary-General
(1981-83).

Brock Chisholm
First Director-General of the World
Health Organization.

Rt. Hon. Joe Clark

Former Prime Minister and Secretary
of State for External Affairs, served
as Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for Cyprus. Also
played an important role in mobilizing
international opinion against
apartheid in South Africa.

Justice Jules Deschénes

Chaired the Commission of Inquiry
on Romania (1989-91). Served as a
consultant for the UN Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs in Vienna (1983-85). Judge on
the international tribunals investigating
war crimes committed in the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

Elizabeth Dowdeswell

Canada’s Permanent Representative
to the World Meteorological
Organization. Executive Director of
the UN Environment Programme in
1992. A world expert on climate.

William Epstein

Secretary of the United Nations
Disarmament Commission (1952-72).
Director of the Department for
Disarmament Affairs (1954-72).
Played an important role in numerous
negotiating sessions leading to the
signing of several arms control
treaties, including the Partial Test
Ban Treaty (1963) and the Biological
Weapons Convention (1972).

Col. Don Ethell

Commanded the Canadian contin-
gent serving under the United
Nations Disengagement Observer



Force in the Middle East. Helped
bring about large-scale prisoner of
war exchanges between Syria and
Israel. Called out of retirement to

lead Canadian personnel taking
part in the European Co-operation
Commission’s observer mission in
the former Yugoslavia.

Ron Gould
Organized the UN mission to
Nicaragua (1989). Led a fact-finding
mission to Cambodia to help plan
and organize the 1991 elections.
Directed the UN’s Electoral Assistance
Division in Mozambique (1994) and
took part in the UN’s pre-electoral
mission to Tanzania (1995).

John Peters Humphrey
Organized the Human Rights Division
of the UN Secretariat. Wrote the first
draft of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and oversaw the
debates on the Declaration in the
General Assembly.

Paul Ignatieff
Worked for UNICEF throughout the
world. Served as UNICEF representa-
tive in Japan, then as Director of its
Geneva office.

Philippe Kirsch
Legal Adviser, Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade. Deputy
Ambassador to the UN (1988-92).
Chaired the Special Working Group on
Peacekeeping. Chaired the UN’s
Judicial Commission (1982) and the
drafting committees of several inter-
national human rights conventions.
In 1998, chaired the Committee of
the Whole of the Conference on the

Treaty of Rome establishing the
International Criminal Court, a first
in international human rights law.

Stephen Lewis
Canada’s Ambassador to the United
Nations (1984-88). Chaired the com-
mittee that designed the UN’s five-
year program for African economic
recovery. Secretary-General’s special
adviser on Africa (1986-91). Former
Deputy Director (external relations)
for UNICEF. Member of the advisory
group for the Fourth World Conference
on Women (1995).

Maj.-Gen. Lewis MacKenzie
Participated in seven peace missions
throughout the world. Chief of Staff
of the United Nations Protection
Force (UNPROFOR) in the former
Yugoslavia in 1992.

Elisabeth Mann-Borgese
Expert on law of the sea. Received
the UNEP Sasakawa Environment
Prize in 1987.

Lucien Michaud
Chair of the Council of the United
Nations University in the mid 1990s .

Tamar Oppenheimer
Secretary-General of the International
Conference on Drug Abuse and lllicit
Trafficking in 1987.

Thérése Paquet-Sévigny
Under-Secretary-General of the UN'’s
Information Department in 1987. Chair
(Communications and International
Development) of UNESCO.
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Ganadian Missions to the United Nations

Permanent Mission of Canada to the
United Nations in New York

1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza

885 Second Avenue, 14th Floor, New York
NY 10017, USA

Tel.: (212) 848-1100

Fax: (212) 848-1195, 848-1192

E-mail: prmny@prmny01.x400.gc.ca
Permanent Representative, Ambassador:
Robert R. Fowler

Permanent Mission of Canada to the
Office of the United Nations at Geneva,
to the Conference on Disarmament,
and to the World Trade Organization
1, rue du Pré-de-la-Bichett

1202 Geneva, Switzerland

Tel.: (41-22) 9199200

Fax (general): (41-22) 919-9233
Administration / Consular Affairs:
(41-22) 919-9271

Humanitarian Affairs: (41-22) 919-9295
Trade (WTO): (41-22) 919-9290

United Nations / Disarmament:

(41-22) 919-9227

E-mail: genev@dfait-maeci.gc.ca
Permanent Representative, Ambassador
to the Office of the United Nations and
to the World Trade Organization:

Sergio Marchi

Permanent Mission of Canada to the
International Organizations in Vienna:
United Nations Office at Vienna, United
Nations Industrial Development
Organization, International Atomic
Energy Agency

Laurenzerberg 2, A-1010 Vienna, Austria
Tel.: (43-1) 531-383001

Fax: (43-1) 531-383903

Telex: 115320

E-mail: vperm@vienn01.x400.gc.ca
Ambassador and Permanent
Representative: Paul Dubois

Permanent Mission of Canada to the
Food and Agriculture Organization
30, Via Zara, 00198 Rome, Italy

Tel.: (39-06) 445-98551

Fax: (39-06) 445-98930

Permanent Representative:

Jeremy K.B. Kinsman

Permanent Mission of Canada to the
International Civil Aviation Organization
999 University Street, Suite 15.35
Montréal, Quebec H3C 5J9

Tel.: (514) 954-5800

Fax: (514) 954-5809

Representative: Ghislaine Richard

Permanent Mission of Canada to the
United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements and Permanent Mission
of Canada to the United Nations
Environment Programme

Comcraft House, Haile Selassie Avenue
P.O. Box 30481, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel.: (254-2) 214-804

Fax: (254-2) 216-485

Permanent Representative:

Gerry Campbell

Permanent Delegation of Canada to the
United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

1, rue Miollis, 75015 Paris, France

Tel.: (33-1) 456-83517

Fax: (33-1) 430-68727

Telex: 280806

E-mail: pesco@paris03.x400.gc.ca
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate:
Jacques Demers



UN and UN-related offices in Canada

Canadian Commission for UNESCO
350 Albert Street, P.O. Box 1047
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5V8

Tel.: (613) 5664414, ext. 4558

Fax: (613) 5664405

E-mail:
unesco.comcdn@canadacouncil.ca
Secretary-General: David Walden

Canadian Commission for UNIFEM
250 Albert Street, Suite 546

Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3H9

Tel.: (613) 236-6163, ext. 2119

Web site: www.unifem.ca

Canadian Society for International
Health (linked to WHO and Pan
American Health Organization)

1 Nicholas Street, Suite 1105
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7B7

Tel.: (613) 241-5785

Fax: (613) 241-3845

E-mail: csih@csih.org

Web site: www.csih.org

Executive Director: Janet Hatcher Roberts

International Atomic Energy Agency
365 Bloor Street East, Suite 1702
Toronto, Ontario M4W 3L4

Tel.: (416) 928-9149

Fax: (416) 928-0046

Head: Neil Harms

International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO)

999 University Street

Montreal, Quebec H3C 5H7

Tel.: (514) 954-8221

Fax: (514) 954-6077

E-mail: icaohq®@icao.org

Web site: www.icao.int
Secretary-General: R.C. Costa Pereira

Secretariat for the UN Convention

on Biological Diversity

World Trade Centre

413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 6310
Montreal, Quebec H2Y IN9

Tel.: (514) 288-2220

Fax: (514) 288-6588

Web site: www.biodiv.org

Executive Secretary: Hamdallah Zedan

UN University/International Network
on Water, Environment and Health
McMaster University

John Hodgins Engineering Building, 4th
Floor

Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4K1

Tel.: (905) 525-9140, ext. 23121

Fax: (905) 5294261

Web site: www.inweh.unu.edu
Director: Ralph Daley

United Nations Association in Canada
130 Slater Street, Suite 900

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6E2

Tel.: (613) 232-5751

Fax: (613) 563-2455

E-mail: info@unac.org

Web site: www.unac.org

Executive Director: Harry Qualman
National President: Geoffrey Pearson



United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF Canada)

443 Mount Pleasant Road
Toronto, Ontario M4S 2L8

Tel.: (416) 482-4444

Fax: (416) 482-8035

E-mail: secretary@unicef.ca

Web site: www.unicef.ca
Executive Director: René de Grace

United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCQ)
Liaison Office for Canada

56 Saint-Pierre Street, Suite 1550
Quebec City, Quebec GIK 4Al

Tel.: (418) 692-3333

Fax: (418) 692-2562

E-mail: unesco.quebec@unesco.org
Director: Ndéye Fall

United Nations Environment
Programme Multilateral Fund
1800 McGill College Avenue
Montreal Trust Building, 27th Floor
Montreal, Quebec H3A 3J6

Tel.: (514) 282-1122

Fax: (514) 282-0068

E-mail: secretary@unmfs.org

Web site: www.unmfs.org

Head: Omar EI Arini

United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR)

280 Albert Street, Suite 401

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G8

Tel.: (613) 232-0909

Fax: (613) 230-1855

E-mail: canot@unhcr.ch

Representative of the High
Commissioner: Judith Kumin

World University Service

of Canada (WUSC)

(Canadian contact for UN Volunteers)
1404 Scott Street

P.O. Box 3000, Station C

Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4M8

Tel.: (613) 798-7477

Fax: (613) 798-0990

Web site: www.wusc.ca

Program Officer: Louis Albert




Individual Canadians can
become involved in UNA-Canada
by joining the Association, attend-
ing or organizing UN-related
public events in their community,
or making their views about
the UN known to their elected

representatives

United Nations Association in Canada

As a large-scale international organi-
zation, the United Nations may seem
very distant and inaccessible to the gen-
eral public. Although it is not a world
government, it faces a challenge familiar
to democratic governments: staying in
touch with its constituents.

To narrow the gap between the UN
and ordinary citizens, over the years a
network of voluntary UN associations
has grown up in 80 countries.

One of the most active is the United
Nations Association in Canada (UNA-
Canada). From its small national head-
quarters in Ottawa and 15 branches
across the country, the 15 000-member
organization works year-round to promote
Canadian understanding of the UN and
support for its cause.

The essence of the task is communi-
cation. UNA-Canada is a national clear-
ing house for information about the UN.
Among other things, it fields public and
media inquiries, publishes a newsletter
and other material, and operates a Web
site. It also keeps Canadian industry up
to date on UN-related business opportu-
nities.

Locally and nationally, the Association
is a tireless proponent of international
co-operation, marshalling public and
government support for UN action on
such issues as landmines, human rights,
food security, and the financial crisis
caused by non-payment of UN dues on
the part of some members.

The national office organizes annual
events, including gala dinners that com-
bine fund-raising with promotion by fea-
turing UN officials as keynote speakers.
Each year, the Association awards the

Pearson Peace Medal for distinguished
service in support of human rights and
other international causes.

With the UN turning 54 years old in
1999, UNA-Canada is focussing special
attention on youth. Says Executive
Director Harry Qualman, “People who
can remember when and why the UN
came into being are gradually passing
from the scene. We have to guard against
a generation gap in understanding.”

UNA-Canada’s youth programs
include the following:

e support, through its branches, for
model UN Assemblies in which high
school and university students take
the part of member states in the
General Assembly and the Security
Council;

e operation of an internship program
funded by the Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade, which
places recent university graduates in
UN and UN-related offices abroad;
and

e aregular poll of Canadians about their
UN views. (“Support has stayed high
over the years,” says Mr. Qualman.
“We take some credit for that.”)

For more information, contact:

UN Association in Canada
130 Slater Street, Suite 900
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6E2
Tel.: (613) 232-5751

Fax: (613) 563-2455

E-mail: unac@magi.com or
info@unac.org

Web site: www.unac.org



United Nations system acronyms

ACC Administrative Co-ordination ICSC International Civil Service
Committee Commission -

ECA Economic Commission for - IFAD International Fund for
Africa Agricultural Development

ECE Economic Commission for ILO International Labour
Europe Organization

ECLAC Economic Commission for IMF International Monetary Fund
Latin America and the
Caribbean IMO International Maritime

Organization
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council
INSTRAW International Research and

ESCAP Economic and Social Training Institute for the
Commission for Asia and the Advancement of Women
Pacific
ISCC Information Systems
ESCWA Economic and Social Consultative Committee
Commission for Western
Asia ITC International Trade Centre
FAO Food and Agriculture T International
Organization Telecommunications Union
FCCC Framework Convention on MIGA Multilateral Investment
Climate Change Guarantee Agency
IAEA International Atomic Energy OHCHR  Office of the United Nations
Agency High Commissioner for
Human Rights
IBE International Bureau of
Education UN United Nations
IBRD International Bank for - UNCHS United Nations Centre for
Reconstruction and (Habitat) Human Settlements

Development (World Bank)
UNCIVPOL United Nations Civilian

ICAO International Civil Aviation Police

Organization
: UNCTAD United Nations Conference

ICC International Computing on Trade and Development

Centre
UNDCP United Nations International

ICJ International Court of Justice Drug Control Programme




UNDP

UNEP

UNESCO

UNFPA

UNGA

UNHCHR

UNHCR

UNICEF

UNICRI

UNIDIR

UNIDO

UNIFEM

UNITAR

UNOG

United Nations Development
Programme

United Nations Environment
Programme

United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organization

United Nations Population
Fund

United Nations General
Assembly

United Nations High
Commissioner for
Human Rights

(Office of the) United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees

United Nations Children’s
Fund

United Nations Interregional
Crime and Justice Research
Institute

United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research

United Nations Industrial
Development Organization

United Nations Development
Fund for Women

United Nations Institute for
Training and Research

United Nations Office at
Geneva

UNON

UNOPS

UNOV

UNRISD

UNRWA

UNSC

UNU

UNV

UPU

WHO

WIPO

WMO

United Nations Office at
Nairobi

United Nations Office for
Project Services

United Nations Office at
Vienna

United Nations Research
Institute for Social
Development

United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East

United Nations Security
Council

United Nations University
United Nations Volunteers
Universal Postal Union
World Food Programme
World Health Organization

World Intellectual Property
Organization

World Meteorological
Organization

World Trade Organization
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THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
Principle Organs of the United Nations

¢ Main and other
sessional committees

¢ Standing committees
and ad hoc bodies

e Qther subsidiary organs
and selected bodies

» UNRWA
United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East

» IAEA
International Atomic Energy Agency

» INSTRAW
International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women

» ODCCP
United Nations Office for Drug
Control and Crime Prevention

» OHCHR
Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights

# UNCHS (Habitat)
United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements

% UNCTAD
United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development

» UNDP
United Nations Development Progamme

MUNIFEM
United Nations Development
Fund for Women
UNV

United Nations Volunteers

» UNEP

United Nations Environment Programme

» UNFPA
United Nations Population Fund

# UNHCR
Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees

» UNICEF
United Nations Children’s Fund

» UNICRI
United Nations Interregional Crime
and Justice Research Institute

» UNIDIR
United Nations Institute
for Disarmament Research

» UNITAR
United Nations Institute
for Training and Research

» UNOPS

United Nations Office for Project Services

UNU
United Nations University

» WFP
World Food Programme

ITC
International Trade Centre
UNCTAD/WTO

* FUNCTIONAL COMMISSIONS
Commission for Social Development

# United Nations Research Institute
for Social Development (UNRISD)

Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice

Commission on Human Rights
Commission on Narcotic Drugs

Commission on Science and
Technology for Development

Commission on Sustainable Development
Commission on the Status of Women

Commission on Population and
Development

Statistical Commission

REGIONAL COMMISSIONS
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)

Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP)

Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA)

* SESSIONAL AND STANDING
COMMITTEES

» EXPERT, AD HOC
AND RELATED BODIES

¢ Military Staff Committee

* Standing committees
and ad hoc bodies

¢ International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia

* International Criminal Tribunal
for Rwanda

¢ UNSCOM
United Nations Special Commission (Iraq)

mILo
International Labour Organization

HFAO
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

B UNESCO
United Nations Educationa), Scientific
and Cultural Organization

EWHO
World Health Organization

WORLD BANK GROUP

W IBRD
International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development

W DA
International Development
Association

M [FC
International Finance Corporation

B MIGA
Multilateral Investment
Guarantee Agency

W IMF
International Monetary Fund

MICAO
International Civil Aviation
Organization

B UPU
Universal Postal Union

MITU
International Telecommunications Union

HWMO
World Meteorological Organization

HIMO
International Maritime Organization

BWIPO
World Intellectual Property Organization

HIFAD
International Fund for
Agricultural Development

M UNIDO
United Nations Industrial
Development Organization

B Wro*
World Trade Organization

0SG
Office of the Secretary-General

010S
Office of Internal Oversight Services

0lA
Office of Legal Affairs

DPA
Department of Political Affairs

DDA
Department for Disarmament Affairs

DPKO
Department of Peacekeeping
Operations

OCHA
Office for the Co-ordination of
Humanitarian Affairs

DESA
Department of Economic and
Social Affairs

DGAACS
Department of General Assembly
Affairs and Conference Services

DPI
Department of Public Information

DM
Department of Management

UNESCOORD
Office of the United Nations Security
Co-ordinator

UNOG
UN Office at Geneva

UNOV
UN Office at Vienna

UNON
UN Office at Nairobi

# United Nations programmes
and organs (representative)

B Specialized agencies
and other autonomous
organizations within the
UN system

» QOther commissions,
committees, and ad hoc and
related bodies

* Not part of the United
Nations system although has
co-operating arrangements

and practices with the UN
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