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SELECTIONS FROM JEREMY TAYLOR.

PRAYER.

Prayer is the peace of the spirit, the
gtillness of our thoughts, the evemness of
recollection, the sexat of meditation, the rest
of our cares, and the ealm of our tempest;
prayer is the issue of a quiet mnd, of un-
troubled thoughts, it is the daughter of cha-
ity, and the sister of meekness; and he
that prays to God with an angry, that is,
with a troubled and discomposed spivit, is
like him that retires into a batlle to medi-
tate, and sets up his closet in the outer
quarters of an army, and chooses a frontier
garrison to be wise . Anger is a perfect
alienation of the mind from prayer, and
therefore is contrary to that attention, which
Presents our prayers in a right line to Gud.
For so have [ seen a latk rising from his
bed of grass, and soaring upwirds, singing
as he rises, and hopes 10 get to heaven,
and climb above the clouds; but the poor
bird was beateu buek with the loud sigh-
ings of an eustern wind, and his motion
made irregular and inconstant, descending
more at every breath of the tempest, than

ZEAL,

domestic hearth. Suffering and sorvow come,

However it be very casy to have our and the stern trial of!ncrstrength and patience.
thoughts wander, yet it is our indiiferency Emotion, sweet before, grows actid now

and lukewarmness that makes it so natural
and you may observe it, that as long as th
light shines bright, and the fires of devotio

| Sentiment turns into fretfulness, and enthu-
o | stasm to discontent and disappointment. Duty
1 | isburdensome, and home is insipid, and i3 ties

S e ol
and desires flame out, so long the mind of | & bondage, and sacicty a wockery. Al this

man stands elose to the altar, and wails upo

u 1 bitter failing off is clonked to the common eye

the sacrifice; but as the fires die and desives | Wnder the show of good .“Pl“?ﬂmr“‘f(ii‘v ]t)"l I'-]h‘"-‘
decay, so the mind steals away, and walks fecling of it is the m‘;‘e 'n““"*‘c““f N 1 L a“("{
abroad 1o see the litile images of beauty and life is a failure—her lamp has gone outj and

pleasure, which it behelds in the falling star
and Jittle glow-worms of the world.” Th

| welkit might go ont—well it might—every
o page of Scripture and every Jesson of human

i :Xperienc uli hat it would.
viver that runs slow, and ereeps by the banks, | ¢Xpenence predicied that it wo

and hegs leave of every turf to let it pass, is

I have seen a man, who at the outset de-

drawn into little hollownesses, and spends it- signed to be only prudent, industrious and en-

self in small portions, and dies with diversion

but when it runs with vigorousness and a full

stream, and breaks down every obstacle, ma

terprising, turu at length into 2 sordid miser,
his soul smothered under his gains, his heaurt

_{ eaten up by the cankerous touch of his own

3

king it even as its own brow, it stays not to gold, and the wln])lclm!nn‘, l.);?d'?‘.::ndﬁqou}:n?]l:lz,(}'
he tempted with little avocations, and to creep | Hand and foot, a heipless s i“"‘_?ﬂ 'elan i('.“ -
into holes, but runs into the sea through full this world ; no, not its goods, bul the mocking

and useful channels.
So is a man’s prayer, i it move upon th
feet of an ahated appetite, it wandersinto th

shadow of its goods,  Tis Jamp has pone out 5
o1 and how could it but go out, with such shal-
o low outfit as he statted with?

I have seen the man who had too much

society of every tnfling accident, and stays
at the coiers of the fancy. and talks with

conscience fo set out with the purpose to de-

asked permission to consume them by fire
from heaven, our Lord reproved their intem-
perate zeal in (hese instructive words: #Ye
know not what manner of spirit ye are of ¢
for the Son of Man is not come to destroy
men’s lives, hut to save them.?

When the Samaritan leper & glorified God
with a loud voice ? for his recovery, “and
fell down at Jesus® feet, giving him thanks,>
our Lord placed his gratitude in the fullest
light: ¢ Were there nol ten cleansed 7 but
where are the nine? There are not found,
that returned to give glory to God, save this
stranger.”

And though, when our Lord sent out the
twelve, he forbad them io go into the way
of the Gentiles, or to enter into a city of the
Ramaritans, who were of Gentile origin, it be-
ing the privilege of the Jews that the Gospel
should be first preaciied to them; yet he
showed how superior he was to the malevo-
lence of the times, and how atfentive to re-
move it from others, when, immediately be-
fore his ascension, he thus addressed the
apostles: Y shall be witnesses unto me,
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in
Siunaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

T

el

; P . eeive and swi —he meant only to be
every object it meets, and eannot arrive at deccive and swindle, 4 )

LYV

it eould recover by the libration and fre=peaven s but when il is earried upon the shrewder, more vigilantihan others. But in

wings ol passion and strong desives, @ swift the drive of business, and amid I—‘I"““'"_“]g “w\'l'
motion and a hungry appelite, it passes on cxtchcnts'nml' l.lr,-_;::r' ‘bﬁ””-‘ h“?"t?’f;‘ ,‘a (llm::‘)’
through all the intermadial region of clouds, and conscience grew_ accomodating, ant op-

quent weighings of his wings ; till the little
creature wus farced to sit down and pant,
and stay till the storin was ever, and then
it made a prosperous flicht, and did rise
and sing, as it it had learned music and
motion {rom an angel, as he passed some-
times throvgh the air about his ministeries
here below.

So is the prayver of o good manj when
fiis affiirs have reqnired business, and his
business was malter of discipline ; and his
discipline was to pass upon a sinning per-
son, or had a design of charity, his duty
met with infirnities of a man, and anger
was its instrament, and the instrament be-
came stronger than the prime agent, and
raised a tempest, and overculed the man;
aud then his prayer was broken, and his
thoughits were troubled, and his words went
up towards a cloud, and his thonghts pulled
them back again, and made them without
intention 3 and the good man sighs for his
infirmity, but must be content to lose the
prayer, and he must recover it when his
anger is removed, and his spirit is becalin-
cd, made even as the brow of Jesus, and
smooth like the heart of God; and then it
ascends to heaven upon the wings of the
holy dove, and dwells with God, till it re~
turns like the useful bee, loaden with a
blessing and the dew of heaven.

FEAR.

Fear is the great bridle of intemperance,
the modesty of the spirit, and the restraint
of gaieties and dissolutions ; it is the girdle
to the soul, and the handmaid to repent-
ance, the arrest of ¢in j and the cure or an-
tidote to the spint of reprobation; it pre-~
serves our apprehensions of the divine
majesty, and hinders our single actions
{from combining to sinful habits; it is the
mother of considerationy, and the murse of
sober counsels, and it puts the soul to fer-
mentation and activity, making it to pass
from trembling o caution, from caution to
carefulness, from carefolness to watchful~
ness, from thence to prudence’ and by the
gates and progresses of repentance, it leads
the sonl on to love and 1o felicity, and to
joys in God, that shall never cease again.

Fear is the guard of a man in the days of
prosperity, and it stands upon the watch
towers, and epies the approaching danger,
and gives warning to them that laugh loud,
and feast in the chambers of rejoicing,
where a.man cannot consider, by reason of
the noises of wine, and jest, and music;
and-if pradence takes it by the hand and
leads it on to duty; it is a state of grace, and
a universal. instrument to infant religion,
and the only security of the less perfect
persons ; and in all senses is that homage
wo owe to God,who sends often to demand
it,even then when he speaks in thunder,
or smites by a plague, or awakens us by
thréatenings, or discomposes .our easiness
by sad thoughts, and tender eyes, and fear-
'fal hearts, and trembling consideratione.

and stays not till it dwells at'the foat of th

o | pottunity more inviting. Integrity slipped

throne, “where merey siis, and thence sends| ¥V4Y little by Tiltle; he knows '.‘f’t ‘."l}fe“ ]‘.’1'
lioly showers of refreshiment. - T deny.not but| 7% and now his \\'}1(?1@ ht?art 15‘ fa :‘-cl,.‘ n':
some little drops will turn aside, and fal} from wl}ole character unstrung and ulnma l.“.({f
the fall channel by the weakness of the| lU& “”(’l',“‘-‘s gof“’l o'ntzl ﬂ[".d l:‘_o \\toltxldm.;_ s
banks, and hollowness of ihe passages; but “’:‘?l_{""_'gh.t_n}";’m"o‘“ ship breast tie sur-
thé main course is still continued ; and al-{ 895 waves of the sea.

though the most earnest and devout persons

So zlt around us, in every sphere of Jife,

feel and complain of some looseness of spirit Jamp after lamp goes ont in moral stench l:'md
d unh Hention hotr S0 | darkness why ? of necessity and of
and unfixed attentions, vet their love and darkness.  And why? af Y t

their desire secure the main portion, and mak

o |comse, {or Tack of oil, upon the same principle

; - [that any hum: -poses fail, that depend o
the prayer to be strong, fervent, apd ef- that any human purposes fail, that depend on

fectual,

LK} - Y
LACK OF OIL.”
WANT OF RESERVED MORAL STRENGTI.

BY RE&V. DR. PUTNAM,

Thave seen the young man who had store

forethought and accumulated vesources and
reserved power, as character does, more cs-
seailally, more universally than any thiog
else.

And now one inquiry more and 1 have done.
Whence shall we derive those needful resour-
ces and thatreserved strength, which are sure
d tobe wanted? T answer, from among the

himself with the intellectual qualifications ne~
cessary for a reputable life, with good inten-
tions, generous impulses, honorable senti-
ments, with intellicence, and agreeable man-
ners and an active spirity he thought himself
prepared for all that lay before him, equipped
for a creditable, successful, self~governing ca-
recr, and for as much virtue as would be re-
quisite for safety and good reputein the world.

inoral elements of the soul and the spiritualine
ttuences of religion,—in early and vigorous
self-culture, and that uplifung, sanctitying

UNITARIANISM IN GENEVA.

The Genevan is a nationad chureh, repre-
seuted by o body desisnated; La Venerablo
Compagnie des Pasteurs de PRelise Géne-
yoise, which consists of thirty elerieal mem-
bers, who govern the University as well ag
the Chureh.  This venerable company has
no formal confession ot faith. - ‘The greater
number of its iembers have given up the
old ecelesinstical doctrines,  The ministers
assmme 1o other obligaiion in regard to their
teachings than is involved in these words,—
“ T swear to preach purely and fully the
Word of God, as it is contamed in the Holy
Beriptires ??

Generally among Swiss Protestants, the
old doctrines find few adheronts amonge the
ciergy or the people.  Without falling inte
extreme rationalising the ministers, cspe-
ciuily the older ministers, have quietly abun-
doned the ancient chureh doetrines, while
the yonnger men educated in part at Gerraan
Universities, particularly Berlin and Bonn,
have brought home the views of Schlejer-
macher under several modifications.  Tho
nntive Swiss Universities, Zurich, Basle, and

spirit that comes from God threugh Christ.

THE BENEVOLENCE OF CHRIST.
ARCHBISHOY NEWCOME.
His henevolence appeared continually in

So he stepped foith with confidence and alac-
rity upon the theatre of life. By and bye, of
course, there came a stress upon his principles,
a draft upon his moral resources, that he had

the form of mercy, or kindness to the unda-
He shewed great benignity to a
wornan who had been a sinner, by not dis-
dainfully spurning her {rom him like 2 proud

nol anticipated. Dangerous associales dre

their wily and invistble nets about him.
Pleasure plied him first gently and then stor-
mily with its enchantirents. ~ New influences
drew him by degrees from his industry, his fi-

delity, his probity. Confidence slipped my

leriously away from him. Evil predictions
were whispered of him by the sagacious.
The aims of life became gradually lowered in
him, and the flame of good aspirations burned
lowerand lower. A reckless aspect stealthily
came over him, that indeseribable but unmis.
lakable look. He fell away from his good
endeavors, and his lamp went out, ina pro-
digal and worthless life, in the slough of in-
dolence, and sensuality and moral enervation.
There was a fatal deficiency at the oulset,—

and it was sure to go out,

I have seen the maiden, who resembled her
foolish prototypes in the parable, She en-
tered upon life gaily. Her confidence was in

Pharisee ; but by perinitting her to anoint hiz
Wifeet, by commending her faith, and by re-
assuring her of forgiveness.

The benevolence of our Lord was exer-
cised without regard to national or pariy dis-
tinctions. He performed three mirvacles an
$~| Gantiles ; and often foretold, both in" direct
terms and in parables, their admission into
his church and into his kindgom of glory.

The Samaritans were a- people against
whom the Jewsentertained the strongest pre-
judices, and the sharpest religious enmity.
But our Lord’s mind wras so far from being
tinctured with hatred towards them, that he
shewed them the greatest humanity., At the
well of Jacob he insiructed a woman of Sa-
maria, and unreservedly declared to her his
Messizhship : he spake of the Samaritansasa
part of bis spiritual harvest ; at their request
herremained in their city two days; and dur-
ing that interval gave them ample reason to
conciude from his divine instructions that he

her beauty, her taste, her accomplishments, | was the Saviour of the warld,

her intellectual quickness, her social attrac-
tiveness, her social position and connesiens,
and in such store of romantic sentiments - and
fine-toned sensibilites as might casily pass, for
a time, for religious aftinities and a semi-moral
enthusiasm. By and bye the real cares and

duties of life came. The illusions of yout

When he related the beautiful parable of
the wounded Jewish traveller, a Samaritan
was represented as softening and binding up
his wounds, and taking the most tender care
of him; and was accordingly proposed as a
perfect example of compassion and benefi-
hicence to his hearers, and to his disciples in

passed away as they must. Accomplish-|all ages: 0

When the Samaritans refused to receive
him and his apostles, becanse they were
d|journeying (o Jerusalem, and James and

ments Jost their charn, and beanty its -lustre.
A e by
The realities of life grew commonplace, as

they always do. Lile is not what it seeme

in her.young dream, Romante flics from th

e John, full of natural animosity towards them,

Bem, bold a moderate Biblical theology re-
wote from extremes iu doetrme and épeen-
lation. The clergy are devoted more to
practical than theoretioal religion, with
which their nwinerons and burdeusome dugies
do not allow them to becomne funiliar,  The
Protestant population of Switzerlanmd amounts
1,202 871.

Specimens of the preaclhing of the Gene-
vese estublished clergy, may be found in the
sermons of Messrs. Cellerier, Jun, Duby,
Munier, &e. :

In a letter recently written 1o the: Rev. G,
Armstrong, B. A., of Bristol, (England,) hy
Dr. Cheneviere, of Geneva, thut etninent di-
vine and excellent man remarks 3~ I our
¢ity the Orthiodox and Metlodists give themn-
selves much trouble in order to make the
multitude see as they see; they hold fre-
quent meetings ; they bring hither ministers
from forcign parts,  But the mass of the po~
pulation do not share their principles and
their exclusiveness. The publie service of
the national chureh is very well attended.
[ have no anxiety as to the final issue.””—
Beurd’s Unilariunism.

UNITARTANISM IN FRANCE.

Rev. N. Poulain, of Havre, says :—“ ] be=-
long to that elass of Christians which they
call anti-orthodox (M. Coquerel’s ¢ New or-
thedoxy?) in France ;—Unitarianism in Ena=
land und Ameri¢éa.. On one side 1 stand
aloof from the German Rationalism, hecause
it despoils Christianity of the divine clements
which constitute its strength; and on the
other side, from the doctrines of pretended
orthodoxy regarding the radical corruption
of man, grace, the Trinity, &c.~because, in
my mind, they are but human traditions,
and hecause they serve only to keep from
the Gospel many persons who would with
love accept it, if they knew it in"its purity
and noble simplicity, )

“n France the Tiberal of tolerant party
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constitute the majority among the ministers,
and much more so in the flocks. Our hear-
ers gencrally entertain a strong repugnance
for the exclusive or arthodox doetrines.
¢ The orthodex have, in general, the ad-
vantage of being well orcanized, and have
near the government certain politicians who
give them support.  The liberal party: has
the advantage of numbers, but it does not
_act with the same unity ; nevertheless, im-
provements in this respeet have taken place.
Our friends in the South of France form a
numerous and compact mass, which with
much success resists the efforts of exelu-
siveness.”

The French Protestant Church, in regard
toits ontward relutions, consists of two di-
visions, the Reformed Chureh and the Tu-
theran Church ; a distinetion which is foun-
ded in historical considerations, which have
now nearly lost their importanee.  Of these
two, comprising about 2,000,000 of souls, the
Relormed is Ly far the larger, having 485
ministers, while the Lutheran division has
214, How many have renouneed the Trinity,
we have not the means to determine with
exactness.  Faets, lowever, within oar
knowledge, give us reason to think that not
more than 200 of these clergymen still lold
the doctrine in any forin.—JIeard’s Unitaria-
7SI

CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS.

" We, Unitarians, are exceedingly jealons
of forms and usages. Perliaps too much so.
Tor ourselves, speaking as individuals, we
should be glud, because we believe they
may be made and in fact often are of posi-
tive ulility, 1o see a few of the chief festi-
vals and fasts which have for ages been
commonly abserved in the Christiun world,
brought again iuto universal observanee.
We refer especially to the seasons of Advent
and of Lent, to Christmas Day and Geod

Friday, to Easter Sunday and Whitsunday.
+We do not mean that we would have them
or either of them observed in form precisely

us they are in any of the churches around

us: bat that the great points in the life of
the Saviour should be made more distinetly
the subjects of pious meditation, by assozia-
ting them with certain dates in the ealendar,
snd making the oceasions ofspecial religious
services.  We are persuaded that they may
thus become helps 1o the growth of the de-
votional and religious spirit. - 1i eannot be
that the greai body of Christendom is utterly
wrong in such observances. . \We know the
dangerous tendencies which are jnvolved in
them. We are fully aware how apt men
are to substitute forms for realitics, the letter
for the spirit.  We should shrink as quickly

s any from the burdensome and ununeces-
gary and superstitious multiplication of such
observances which obtain in the Roman
chareh, and to which appurently some would
lead the Protestant Episcopal communion.
We should deprecate anything which should
induce Christians to think tley were doing
God or Christ service by constantly poing to
the temypile to pray, while they neglected
closet and family prayer. And yet even
this we are willmg to say ; there is zome~
thing delightful in the thought whieh strikes
one so foreibly in Catholic countries, that
the sanctuary is always open ; so that the
bowed and stricken, the contrite and peni-
tent, the joyous and grateful heast, may «t
any moment, as the divine impulse prompts,
turn aside from the great thoroughfares and
whirl of life, and amid the solemn silence
and “religious light” of the consecrated
place seck its God. We have no fears that
any among us will be too devout, teo much
given to prayer, too intent on the great con-
cerns of the soul, too free of worldiness.
And therefore it is, that in addition to the
weekly Subbath, that most holy aud blessed
provision of God for tired and strugaling hu~
manity, we should be ¢lad to see all the
professed followers of Jusus keep religiously
the seasons of his Nativity, his Passion, his
Resurrection, his Ascension, and the abun-
dant ontpouring of the Holy Spirit on the
Apostolic Church.~—N. Y. Christian Inquirer,

THOUGHTS OF CHANNING.
| From a Scloction by Iev. I, A. Miles.)

True religion is a life unfolded within, not
something forced on us from abroad.

We never know a areat character unti
something congenial Lo it has grown up with-
in ourselves.

{}*o punishment is so terrible as prosperous
guilt,

Statesmen work in the dark, until the idea
of right towers above expediency or wealth.
_ Every man is a volume, if you know how
to read him. S

Great effort from great motives, is the best
definition of a happy life.

We cannot be happy beyoad our love.

The Spirit of Society, not an outward
institution, is the mighty power by which
the hard lot of man 1s 1o be meliorated.

This country has the best materials foran
army in & righteous cause, and thoe worst in
a wicked one. :

CHRISTIANITY ATTESTED BY MIRAGLES.—
We accept the evidence of Christian miracles,
then, because they harmonize throushout with
what we know of the history of divine Provi-
dence as manifestin the Universe.  The book
of nature and the book of revelation,the written
word and the lawstamped on the heart, are not
at variance with each other, but contain essen-
tially the same doctrine ; onc goes beyond, but
does not eontradict the other; it is the com-
plement, but not the substitute, or its prede-
cessor,  Itis avain and foolish doctrine, then,
that the miracles are uscful only as evidences
of Christiunity, and may therefore safely be
put aside if we have testilmony enough without
them, Jtis not so. Christianity is itself a
miracle—the greatest of miracles—a special
revelation from heaven—the authentic record
of the latest visible appearance of God on earth
—a direct interpesition in the former order of
events for the noblest of all ends.  If it be not
80, then is our faith vain, and these teachings
also arc vain. If cur religion does not coine
from above, if it is not specially atlested by
the broad seal of lLieaven, then it is of no
authority and no worth. It is no religion at
ally for there is no conceivable distinction
between a philosophical system of man’s de-
vice, and a religion properly so called, but
this, that the latter comes directly from God,
while the former is the mere invention of a
frail and erring bring like ourselves.  Nay,
more, if Christianity 1s not miraculous and
divine in its origin, it is an imposiiion, and its
founder was a cheat; for no declaration wes
more decidedly made by him, no assertion is
mere frequently written out in the gospels,
that he was the Christ, the Son of the living
God, the Messiah spoken ol in the Reripiures,
and waited for by the people, wio came to
make known the will of the Father, and to
save mankind from their sins, In proof of
this special commission and divine authority,
he pointed to the wonderful works which lie
did'j so that they who deny those works, who
say that a2 miraculous event is incredible,
and that it is teolish to suppose that any veie
ever specially commissioned by the Deity for
any purpose, do in fact deny the claims which
he put forth, and heap the coarsest teproach
upon his memory.—N. Admerican Review.

¢« Read not to contradict and confute, nor
lo believe and take for granted, nor to find
talk and diszourse; but {0 weigh and consider.
Some books are o tasted, others to be swal-
lovred, aud some few, to he chewed an'di~
grsted ; that is, some Looks are to be vead only
in paris; other to be read, but not curiously ;
and some few to be read whelly, and with
diligence and attention, Reading makelh 2
full man; conference, a ready ran; and
writing, an exact man. And, therefore, if 2
man write littie, he had need have a greai
memory ; it he confer little, he need have 2
present wit; and if he read litile, he hiad need
have much cunning, to scem to know that he
doth not.  Histories make men wise; poets,
witly 5 the mathemaries, subiile ;5 natural
pailosophy, deep; morals, grave; logic and
thetoric, able to contend.  Abeunt siudic
wares. (Studies become habits,y’—Lard Ba~
con,

A MoxrxTtous Crorce.~—God offers to eve-
ry mind its choice between truth and repose.
Talze which you please, you can never zve
both. Letween tuese, as a pendi:lum, nian
oscillates ever. e inwhorm the love of re-
pose piedomiantes vill aceept the first creed,
the first phiiosophy, the”irsi political party
he meets,~—most likely his father’s. He
aels rost, commodity and reputoiion 3 but
ne shuts the door of truth. e in whom the
love of truth predominates will keep hims!l
aleof from all moorings and Leep aficat.
Ile will abstain from dogmatism, and re-
cognize all the opposite negations between
whieh, 25 walls, his being is swung. He
submils to thz mconvenience of suspense
and Imperfect opinions 3 but heis a candi-
date for truth, as the other is not, and re-
spects the highest law of his being.—22, ¥/,
Emerson.

SeryoNs —¢ I{ amazes me ministers dan’t
write better sermons—I am sick of the dyil,
prosy affairs,”” said alady in the presence ofa
minister. oo

¢ But il is no easy matter, my good woman,
lo wrile good sermons,’ suggested the minis-
ter. '

¢ Yes,” rejoined the lady, ¢ but you are so
long about it, I could write one in half the
time if I only had the text? )

¢« Oh, i a text is all you want,» said the
parson, ¢ I will furnish that, .Take this éne
from Solomon—< It is better {o dwell i a
corner of a housctop, than in 2 wide lionse
with a brawling woman,? » R

¢ Do you mean Me, sir,’? inquired the lady
quickly. . Lo

“0h, my good woman,” was the grive
response, ¢ you will never make a good ser-
monizer ; you are too soon in your applica-
tion,>*—Christiun Inquirer, o

NOTICE.

7~ The Pirst Quarterly Meeting of the Soctat Uxion
in conneetion with the Moutreal Unitarinn Sacicty, will be
held on the avening of Mouday, the 26th inst,—Chuir to be
tuken at Half-pust Seven o’cloek.

{2 Dooks mny b obtained on loan from the Unitarinn
Congresativnul Library, on application to the Librarinn,
after nny of the public services,
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DECLENSION OF CALVINISM.

Not long ago a religious convention was
held at Syracuse, New York, at which there
were twenty-four delegates, the representa-
tives of ten churches, The object of the
mecling was to establish some visible bond of
union different from the creed and polity of
Calvinistic Presbyterianism, to which it would
seem they had formerly been subjected, In
such a movement we perceive gratifying evi-
dence of a growing love for religious free-
dom and theologicalprogress. We subjoin an
exiract from one of the papers submitted to
the Convention, and ordered to be printed, on
the subject of dectrine. It will be seen to
exhibit a marked declension from the usual
standard of Calvinism. Tt shews, in fact, a
renunciation of some of the prominent doc-
trines of that system :—

¢ Or Docrrines.—Eduecated from early child-

Leod in the Assembly’s Catechisms, we still have
nawavering faith in very many of its statements
and ezpositions of Seripture. But the removal
of ancient materinlizing systems of pliilosophy,
and the progress of Biblical research, have con-
vineed a majority of the Presbyterian ministry,
that their Directory, in not a few of its teach-
ings, is untrue and burtiul to the souls of men j—
and though some of us were slow in rearching
this conclusion, we have at length felt compel-
led to adopt it. Tt is now our convietion, that
this Confession of faith ought no longer to be im-
posed on the chwrches, even ¢ for substanee of
duetrine,”—were such a kind of subscription to
eciesiastical standards, not in itgelf of doubtful
pronriety.

For exaniple ;. the Presbyterian Confession
teaches that all vaen are not only involved in the
consequences of Adam’s sin, secording 10 what
are our naturel secial liabilities, (which we hold
as undonbted truth,) but that ms six is literally
reckoned hy God to be our sin, and for it weare
ail justly exposed to eternal wrath; so that, for
the first tranagression committed in Jiden, before
vie were cousciona or capable of voluntary dis-
okedicace, God accounts us wicked, and sen-
tetiees tize whole hunan family to Ilell. {Con-
fossion, chap. 6, § 3,4, 5,6.] It teaches further,
that by the {all, our rage have lost all ability to
will that vrhich is good, being ¢ disabled and
made oppesite,” as well ag utterly indisposed j—
so thet human freedem upon this theory, consists
in having the power to commit gin, bat in having
no ability of will to refrein from sin. Nor is it
possible, nccording to the hoolk, for one to choose
what is spivitnally good, when aided by the or-
dinary influences of tha Spirit; to do this, re-
quires “special gracey [chap. 3,§4,and 9,42,
3.] Christ, it is said, died for only a past of man-
kind, or for tha ecleet: Legitiinately flowing
from such views of original sin, is the statement
that clect infants, dying voung ave saved ; while
others taken from the world in infancy go to
ball: [ckap. 18, ¢ 3, 4.] Consistently with all
thiz, is the doetrine of Reprobation j—whichi taken
in its comiexion, stands thus :—the whole haman
race are depraved and disabled, so that they can-
not render spivicunl obedience or choose what is
good, wiihout spezial grace; but this grace God
vsithhiolds from ti.e nen-elect: and then fore-or-
dains them to eternal wrath for theirsing ; which
sing, in the first instenee, they did not comunit,
but it wasimputed to them from Adam ; and their
sins afterwards, according to the book, they could
not heln: And thisis the decree of Reprobation,
which according to the Presbyterian standard,
doonis uniinown multitudes to hell for ever, that
they may be to the praise of the glory of God’s
justice: [Chap. 3, § 6, and Catechism, Ques. 13 ]

In exposing these dreadful doginas, (and there
are olhiers inseparably eoanected with them, upon
which we have not time to dwell,) it is not for-
gotten that so:ne of our own fathers nnd mothers
of blessed mamory livad and died more or less
imbued with such faith., But we suppose this
caine to pass through the influence of time-hal-
lowed tradition, and o sensuous philogophy, which
had become interwoven with the pure word, and
seemed to leave no alternative, but to embrace
these opinions, or reject the Bible. Now that
clearer views of Seripture truth prevail throngh-
out the Church, and since « large proportion of
the Preshyterinn Ministry themselves, utterly re-
pudiate those dogtuns, it scems wrong that such
a book should remain the acknowledged standard
of the denomination ;—or that the mass of dig-
ciples, (who but very imperfectly understand its
teachings,) should in any sort have their conscien-
ces bound by it. Sure we are, that if pains had
been taken to spread among their congregations
the Presbyterian Confussion, and make them un-
derstand it,—-not one quarter of these who have

Guistiai,

done go, woald have joined thnt commimion.

-

MISSIONARY EFTORTS IN CANADA.

{The fullowing nrticle on the subject of Unitarinn Mis-
sions in Canadn hns heen furnished by a vory waem friend
of the ceuse of liberal Christianity, We conzider the topie
one of great ingurtance. The Unitarinn congregetion of
this city hns scarcely yet passed its infancy; so that wo
should hardly expect any extensive missionnry operations
to originite with it at present.  We would willingly, how-
ever, keep our friends liere in remembrance of the work
that is before them, nnd let us hope that the day is not far
distant when they shaii find themselves buth able and will-
ing to engage in it,J

We should bear in mind, that for the last
sevenieen years, immigration by the St,
Lawrence, and through the seaports of the
United States, has added to the population of
this province an average increase of moro
than 50,000 per annum. Of this increase,
a portion are Unitarians. In this city, the
Unitarians of European originare, to the gross
population, in a proportion of about four to a
thousand.®* Now taking the population
of Upper Canada at 750,000, and assum-
ing Unitarians to bear the same ratio in
that province to the gross population, as those
of European origin do to that of Montreal, we
would have three thousand of our brethren
without preachers. Three thousand Unita-
rians left destitute, obliged o join Episco-
pacy, Calvinism, or Methodism, or to remain
without enjoying the ordinances of religion !
Some of your readers may be startled at this
calculated number of our destitute brethren
in Upper Canada; and inclined to doubt its
accuracy- But, let me ask you, is it probable
that less than 3000 Unitarians came to our
shores among the 900,000 immigraunts that
have arrived since 18277

By missionary eflorts, we would increase
the number of our worshipping societies. In
other Christian denominations, missionaries,
in almost every instance, find congregations,
and seltle down as pastors. 1 have no doubt
that such would be the vesult among us, if we
were zealous enough to make the altempt s
and that ‘the sending forth of six missionaries
wouid result in the establishment of six con-
gregations within five years,

But it is not among the immigrant popu-~
lation only that missionaties would find heasr-
ers.  Among the native Canadians, speaking
the English Janguage, many Unitarians
exist. This class of our population is distin-
guished for candid, enquiring minds. They
are deserting the antiquated errors of the pre-
valent sects, and it may be truly said that in
Upper Canada, and among the Protestant
portion of Lower Canada, the current of
public opinion is flowing suecessfully in the
channels of reformation, and bearing to obli-
vion the antiquated doctrines of prevalent
orthodoxy. Within a limited number of
years about forly congregations have been
gathered logether, who, under various deno-
minational titles, have rejected the doctrine
of the Trinity. There is a readiness {o hear
on the parl of the people,—a desire to judge
for themselves,—and a decided partiality to-
wards the Bible as the only rule of faith and
practice;,—which invites us to spread God’s
pure trath before them. This favorable state
of public sentiment ought to be attended to 3
and let us see that we do not rest satisfied
with merely saying it ought to be done, but
that we bestir ourselves to do it.

It would greatly facilitate the progress of
Unitarianism in Canada, if we could bring
pious young men, natives of the colony, into
the ministry. We must look forward in the
hope that such persons may be easily found.
The Meadville Theological School offers a
favourable means of ininisterial education.
Let us endeavour to find such young men
and send them into the field, trusting to God
for his blessing and his increase.

Let not Unitarians be deterred from mis-
sionary eflorts by the smallness of their num-
bers. Itis frequently the mission of small num-
bers to achieve great ends. Lookat the Bap-
tist denomination, one of the smallest sects in
Canada, and, from the exclusiveness of their
discipline,likely to remainso,and yetthey have
erected a college, one of the handsomest or-

* T'bo Unitnrians of all origins in Montren stand in the

{ propurtion of fpwards of six to n thousand.~Lv. B. C.
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naments of our city. “Their zeal is through-
out the land, and their Missionarics on all jits
borders, Shall Unitarians not stand forth,
and shew another example of smalluess of
numbers and efficiency of efforts? Yes, I
would reply, we can do it if we will, Butif
we would succeed, we must give up nega-
tivism (if 1 may be permitied the use of such
a word), and have less of mere polemics, I
we will talk less of what we are nof, and
shew by zeal in the cause of God what we
are, we can doit. Tt costs nothing but breath
to say I am not a Trinitarian, I am not a be-
liever in a vicarious atonement, I am nof an
advocate for the infallibility of the Church,
&e. &e. It costs us nothing but breath to
talk of the errors of other sects; and such a
religion of negalions is about as fleeling as
the breath tlmt gives it utterance.  If this be
its sum tolal, ils usefulness must be very
limited, But if we are willing to shew the
world what we are, as well as to tell them
what we are not, we must lahour for God and
his truth,~for man and his eternal welfare ;
we musl be instant, in season and out of sea-
sonj we must resolve {o do, as well as to
speak: and if so, [ fletter myzclf that we
shall, with one heart and one mind, give our
earnesl efforts to promote the diffusion of
liberal Christianily in Canada.

UNITARIANISM IN NEW YORK

Our friends in the principal city of the
Empire State have lately given evidence of
increased exertions in behalf of liberal Chris-
tianity, The congregation under the pastoral
charge of the Rev. Mr. Bellows has recently
erected the new and very elegant ¢ Church
of the Divine Unity,” on Broadway, This
edifice, we believe, cost about ninety thousand
dollars, and as the sociely, on the whole, is
not remarkable for its wealth, some persons
felt anxious for its welfare under the pressure
of s0 heavy a burden as it was thought so
costly. a church would necessarily. entail,
The sale ‘of pews, when the church was
finished, did not realize within fwenty-three
thousand dollars of the outlay of the huilding.
Certainly this did not scem favourable, hut
downright earnestness of purpese can work
wonders, The congregation saw the diffi-
culty, and instead of dallying with it, prompt-
Iy metit, A certain number came {ogether,
opened a subseription, and extinguished the
debt. ‘This was the true plan. Tt cost some
present sacrifice, lo be sure; but only think
what an amount of future weight and weari-
ness it has saved!

~ A Unitarian Association has likewise been
established in New York, independent of that
in Boston. Under the auspices of this Asso-
ciation, an excellent weekly newspaper—
the ¢ Christian Inquirer -—has recently been
established. It success hitherte has been
quite promising, but the laudable zeal of our
New York friends has induced them io pro-
pose a plan to the Unitarian public, by which
the circulation of their paper might be guin-
tupled with every advantage to all partics.
The method proposed wiil be seen in the cir-
cular which we here subjoin. We rceom-
mend it to the consideration of our friends in
this quarter :—

TO THE FRIENDS OF UNITARIAN CIIRISTIANITY-

Drar Smr :—The Dircctors of the © Unitarian
Aegsociation of the State of MNew “ork;” after
much consideration, have concluded, th'\t a well
conducted Newspaper which shall mnmmn the
views of Unitarian Christianity, will be of grest
gervice to the whole country ; as it will make
known what the belicf and doctrines of Unitarians
are,and thus sapply o want that has long existed.
They therefore propose to incrense the cireulation
of the “Clristian Inquirer,” now published in this

“city, from its present nember of 1000 copies to

-5000 copies weekly,—Dby reducing thc price ol
the same from $2.00 per nrmum, to §1.00 per
?nnum, (provxdcd the 5000 copies u-e s‘-.;scnbcd
or).

The Directors feel sure that if 4000 additional
copies of the paper can be circulated, weekly,
great good will be effected—aund it \vxll be one
of the surcst methods to be adopted, of forming
strong religious societjes in this and other States.
There hrs never been a publizution offered at so
fow a price ; and the intrinsic value of the paper,
na mere rcadmn matter, is far above the sum pro-
posed to be chnrged
~ Bat to cetablish thia great “elreulntion of the
paper, much depends’on the co-operation of the

clergymen of the denomination, nnd we therefore
request you to brine this subject before your So-
ciety at an early day; the result of which will,
we trust, be the ewakening of a hearty zeal for
the cause and this enterprize, so that we may be
able to give to the muliitnde, il they will read
then:, the proof of the sentimen:s wo, as Unitari-
ans, cherich and advance.

Yill you he plensed to let vs
of Tiay, how many coples can o disposed of in
your Socicly, and to whose adress they shall Le
sent.—Ly going in 2 packnge to scme one per-
son, much ]ql)our will be gpared heie,and a sav-
ing "be made in the postas-2

We remain, dear 7

Your cbedi=rt scrvants,

Ricnar»

Winng::? ,

Wicniag L. Aunn,

New York, March 1st, 1847,

LETTER FROM KR, HASSALL,

The following extract from a letler wrilien
by Mr. Jassall to a frien¢ in this cily has
been put into our hands., It was not intend~
ed by the writer for publication, but as the
insertion of it will be gratifying to some of his
{riends here, we gladly give it a place, Iir,
I1. is known to many of our readers as the
Minister of the Mecthodist New Connexton
who renounced the Trinity, and some of its
kindred doctrines, in this city abont a year
ago. Ileis now at the Meadville Theolo-
gical School for the improvement of his pro-
fessional educalion, His letter is dated from
that place. Ie gpeaks of the utility of social
meetings for mutual improvement,
ence, and prayer, and continues

confer-

# 1 shrink from any thing like sloom In eon-
nection with religion ; 1 would shuw, too, a cant-
ingz hypoerisy 5 bat T would niot, to avoid these,
be Ellunt on thorc subjeets ecaleniated to awaken
higher aspirations, to strengthen for fresh vpiritual
cunlllvl, and to fit for a loflier order of thousht, |
and feeling, and action. T would not be cold or
formal, to avoid being «loomy or fanatical. No,
but ¥ woull let my @ moderation be scen in all
things.” The too general tendeney, however, is
to be too thoughtless, worldly, and sclfish ; situ-
ated as we are, we are too api to err on thiz side
rather than on the other.  Yet how cautious,

lest we should go teo far in relizion, and acqauire
the nmne of ¢ Bnthusiasts ! - Wonld to God we
were as much afraid of religious indiilerence und
epiritual innctivity ! Then, with our simple,
rational, and soul-inspiving views of Christianity,
we should arisz and shine, and by exsmple and
clfort spread in every direction the light and
power of truth.

© I should like to he with you in your meet-,
ings, at Montreal. I frequenily think of you in
my rambies and in wy study : nor do I for
you at the Thron2 of Grace. 1 you pre

can be no lear of the ultimate

gucsels GL 's‘n'

tncw by the Tst |

Jnllhl“ .F

how fearful, how tremblinaly, we take every step, |,

1t is proposed to hold the nsnal half-yearl &
‘communion of the Montreal Unitarian Church
on Sunday morning the 9th of May next.

“AVARD ON THE FordaTioN of ClHRISTIAN

manactin?—Mr. Dryson, of St. Frangois
Haviar Strect, has reeeived asupply ol this
exceilent ide worlz, Wo recoramoend oue
readers to preeure ity and give & o careful
pernsai.
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‘THE SKS. Tisl. CR JUVENILG
MAGAINE.

This is the titls «f a monthly periodical ¢
just esteblished in this Jity, and pubkished by
1Teast.. Luvell & Gibeun,
cales, if Iz intended nuasre cspaeizlly
youthful raaders, Whe Dditers
¢ their objeet vill be o interest the w.inds of
the young, by furnishing thum with reading
at once clitractive and useful; to develope
their inteilectunl tasles ; io stimvlate a desive
for progiess and Improvement’? Ve have
seen ihe iirst number, which wes issued in
the beginning of the piesent month, and have
been much gratifiad by i4s perusal. We cone
sider it well adapted to the end"proposed, and
would recommend it to the favourable consi-
deration of our readers. The terms of sub-

lo il idile

seription are ono dollar per’year,

by Dew. Lr. Coidinan of

m'rmr: AT B;'.m'u\'(.x.\'t-‘.,

\llhv.‘ N 'n.'\’!l l(l "l'

-
in an exceedingly interesting and delightful man-
ner, in bebalf of the ladies of the dellst Society.

Indeed, one ol the most striking, not to say most
plv:ﬁm"‘ features of the whole occasion, was the
evidence of the larmony prevailing, not only at
the moment, but dmm;g previous years, with no
exeeption or interruption, between the various
religious denominat lL‘lH in the town; a circuni~
stanee to e noted, because it is too rare among
us, nnd beeause it reficets great credit on all the
porties—We close with wishing prosperity to
]}moklnw, andt prolonged health and peace to Dr.
and if 1t were not cruel towards him, wo
», for the sake of'the community amidst
e moves, may he live fifty years more.
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local anl Licar g Lical information, andrriseat-
ing an s..ay ¢ inete fermidable enough to -
nate Loy ordinary :acmery. !n the evening a
s colluticn wes provided in asur-
cioue hall, where ral hundreds o] lac
r“cm.er;.cn, of . g, Ioaton,and the 7izinily
passed gome hours with the graatest soetizinciion
ard good feelive.  Dir, Wiid acte?! as ihe presi-
ding ofticer.  Sentimeants were cfered, and were
responded to in aprropricie and s,.irited speeches
Dorcheater, G, I
Thayer, 1z, wehocl-teacher, of Tosion, Ifen.
siab Quiney, late !‘rcsidem of HHarvanl Uni-
versity, Rev. Dr. Sherp of Boston, Rev. Messrs,
Sheiler and Haven ¢f Lrooldmc, Llev. Dr. Put-
nam of Nox <hury, Lu.,. James Savage of Boston,
Rav. Prof. Sears of Mewton Theological Se-
minary, and Rev. E7r. Choules of Jamaica Pluin.
beveml bymns and songa were sung. In the
course of the evening, several ricir gifts were pre-
gented to the venerable guest, among which was
a splendid aervice of silver plate, which we un-
derstood to be from members of the Soeicty, nnd
n beantiful silver vase with flowery offered by the
bunds of 8 youmg davghter of Rev. Mr. Shailer,
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In the hour of keenest sorrow,

In the hour of deepest woe,
Whait not for the coming morrow,
T'o the sad and suftering go.
Make it thy sincerest plensure

To administer relief,—
Freely opening thy treasure
T'o assuage a brother's grief.

Go, and seek the orphan sighing,—
Seek the widow in her tears ;
As on Merey’s pinjons flying,
Go, dispel their darkest fears ;
Seek the stranger, sad and weary,
Pass not on the other side,
Though the task be sad and dreary,
Ileeding not the scorn of pride.

‘Go, with manners unassuming,
In a meek and quiet way—
Q’er the fallen ne’er presuming,
Though thy brother sadly stray,
*T'is a Saviour's kind compassion—
*I'is his righteousness alone,
All unmerited salvation
‘T'hat around Tuy path has shone.

Wheun thy heart is warmly glowing,
With the sacred love of prayer,

Be thy works of kindness flowing
Not as with a miser’s care ;

Doty e'er should be thy watchword,
Pity drop the balmy tear,

Always toward the fellen cherish
Sympathy and love sincere.

A PLAIN LETTER.

[From Junathan Farr's Plain Leltere.)

Dean Sir—TI find that you have, for some
time, been halting between Unitarianism and
Trinitartanism.  When [ conversed with you,
you seemed to have many fears, doubts and
scruples.  You knew not what wasright, and
what you should believe.

Now let me tell you, you have not faken a
right course to remove your doubis and anxie-
ties, You have not repaired to the wroper
source. You have heen swayed too much hy
earthly motives. You have consulted yvour
own feelings, ease and worldly interest. You
have regarded the opinions and assertions of
frail, arrogant and bigoted men, rather than
Ahe word of God. 11 you teally love God, you
will love the Bible betier than any other book
1f you desire the truth, asitis in Jesus, you
will learn of Jesus himself, 1f you would
follow the teachings of the Scriptures, you
would feel no hesitation about giving up the
-doctrine of the Trinity, Neither the word,
nor the doctrine is found expressly and plainly
in the Bible, which ought to contain the re-
ligion of Protestants. The Seriptures teach us
1o ask the Father for the holy  spirit; not o
say, O God, the Holy Ghost! ’l'{\ey {each us
to ask the Father in the name of Christ—to
do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus ;
giving thanks to God, even the Father by
him ; not tosay, O God, the Son. They teach
us to do every thing to the glory of God the
Trather; not to talk 'of paying equal and un-
divided honors to the triune God.

You spoke of ihe beginning of the first
chapter of John’s gespel. But did not your
conversation seem {o cast a dishonorable re-
flection on the evangelist? You will insinuate
that he contradicted himself. He tells you
near the end of his gospel, which doctrine he
professed to teach concerning Cinist.  IHe
_tells you plainly, thatthese things are written,
that you may helicve that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God ; not the opposite doctrine.

And admitting that you eannot understand
other passages, this declaration ought to silence
and satisfy you. If you put any confidence
in the apostle, you must believe that even
could you understand these dark places per-
feetly, they would not contradict this positive
assertion, ¢ these things are written that ye
might believe &c. and that believing, ye
might have life through his name.> Yes, he
speaks of this view of the character of Christ,
as a live-giving faith; these considerations
ought to set your doubts at rest. The apostle
Paul seems to say that Christis equal to God
but still he speaks of every thing’s heing done
to the glory of the Father ; and Chyist himself,
when charged with making himself equal with
. God, refutes the charwe, and disclaims any
such pretensions. The word ¢equal? in
Philip, 6, does not mean a perfect equality in
every respect; it would be better rendered
likeness, or resemblance, here. 1 will quote
only three passages, which it seems lo me,
are of themselves ennugh to silence the fears
and doubts of any rational and pious mind.
The apostle gays—¢ It is manifest that he

(God) is excepted, which did put all things
underhim.? 1 Cor. xv. Christ says, I can
do nothing of myself. My Father is greater
than : my Father is greater than ail.>  The
Father says, ¢ This is iy beloved Son.? It
seems to me, that you would show both your
wisdom and piety by rteceiving these and
similar instructions, to the rejeetion of strange
and opposing doctrines, taught by fallible men.
1 would recommend books, which treat on
these subjects; but you ohserved, you had
little time toread. Thope, however, that you
are not.so immersed in the caresof the world,
but that you can read some in your Bible,
every day, and that you devote the sabbath
to moral and religious improvemant and to the
worship of God. I saw Calvinistic and Trin-
itanan papers and tracts in your house. I
you can read them, why can you not read on
the other side 7 Is yours one of those houses,
where any thing can be iolerated but Unitari-
an Christianity ? where he, who, by the laws
of nature, of nations, and of God, should bLe
the head, is in fact, the most abject thing be-
onging to the fumily ?

T'think I discover where your difficalty
lies. You arc glavishly afraid of your wite,
who shows her religion by ascuming an
authorily, wiich both the Cld Testament and
the New would tell her, would he have re-
spect to 2if God's commaindmenis, is improper
and usirped ! Slavishly afraid of your wife,
whose isnoranee of the doctiines is as great as
her prejudice aeainst them! You are afraid
for your money. It would cost you some
time, trouble, and money, if you adopted the
Unitarian fuith.  You are afraid of some offi-
cious friends and neighbors, whoze {2
pends upen your subimnission to them in your
religions seatiments.  You may think me

severe 3 but [ suspect it isoniy the severily of

truth, when 1 say, you seem tolove the praise,
and dread the censure of men, more than you

love the praise, and dread the displeasure of

Goil

If you would be « Christian, go to Christ, in
his gospel, for doctrines and precepts,  Study
the scriptures without fear of man.

If you have had the folly or misfortune, to
be disturbed or perplexad by ‘I'rinitarians;
have the courage and honesty now to listen
with equal candor to the arguments of Uni-
tarians ; and oh! consider, that it is gospel
truth, that it is the truth as it is in Jesus,
which you want, to make you holy and free;
and that the fashions and opinions of this
world are swiftly passing awey !

Your wife may be offended at what Thave
said in regard to her.  Iam confident she wili
see the time, either in this world or the next,
when she will acknowledge, that my renroof,
though pointed, was just.  Tnwhat way, many
wives can reconcile their conduct towards
their husbands, with their marriage vows,
with their belief in revelation, and their pro-
fessions of godliness, I know not. If they would
read their Bible, they would find some precepts
especially addressud to them, 1o which they
have not paid that solemnattention, reasonably
expected from those, who trust they are born
of the Sprit. 1 know this is a delicate sub-
jeets but T know, also, that there is often a
false delicacy abont it, if religion is true. How
muchof this sin [ am alludingto, will be laid
to the charge of those religious teachers, who
have encouraged it either through a gross iz-
norance, or ambition, [ am not to say. That
you may belong to the household of faith, is
the sincere desire of your friend.

HUMAN DEPRAVITY.

DY EDWARD @, SEWALL.

* ¢ * The Seriptures afford vs a far dif-
ferent view of human nature from that pre-
sented by the doctrine we bave attempted
to refute.  They everywhare take it for
aranted, that a man is a simer only through
his own act and choice. ¢The soul that
siuneth, it shall die.  The son shall not
bear the iniguity of the father. The right-
vousness of the righteous shall be upon him,
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon him. Lvery tree is known Ly its oun
fruit. He that commillelh sin, trangresseth
the Jaw., Know ye not that to whom ye
vield yourselves servanisto obey,his servants
ye are 10 whom ve obiey; whether of sin
unto death, or of obedience unto righteous-

ness.  He that doeth rightecusness iy
righteous.?

The saered volume contains many severe
Rebukes pointed atoffenders.  Dut rebuke is
unjust where the offence could not be aveid-
ed, and is the consequence of something
else, and not our own choice- .

There are also numerous pathetic Lo
mentations and Remonsirances addressed in
the name of God, to his erring creaturus.
“Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep
my commandments. Turn ye, for why will
ye die? What could I have done more for
my vineyard that I have not done? Hdw
often would T have gathered thy children
together, us a bird gathereth her brood under
hier wings, and ye would not. O that thou

hadst known ! My people will not consider!

Now such lunguase as this, is mere mock-
ery of human woe, unless it was by their
own conduet the guilt lamented was incur-
red, and unless they had power to do other-
wise. Why lament an evil which he him-
sell had caused, by bringing them into the
world with a depraved nature, and which
none but he can ever cure? It s impos-
sible to reconcile these expostulations with
the idea, that, at any moment, the occaston
might Instantly iave been removed by the
Divine power, and that without a speeial
interposition on the part of God, there was
no possibility of its removal.  We ouzht to
constder them as sincere 5 and if we doy we
must eonclude that the people concerned
them had been the authors of their own
fuin, and always possessed the ability to
prevent it.

The Bible abounds with Precepis. For
whom ? A being, who, by his nuture, is
utterly unable to observe them ?

‘The views of future Relribution, ¢xhibited
i the same voluine, are somany contradic—"
tions to native depravity. We are taucht
that we shall be judmed by our dreds.  And
they ouly, who have done evil, shallariseto
condemnation.  But what influence have
our deeds upon that sentence, which was
passed ages ago on the whole race, and by
whieh we are € liable to the pains of hell 272
The judgment is already completed, when
we begin the race of life, and cammot be re-
verzed by all we muy perform.  Isihis be-
ing revvarded aceording to our deeds ?

Al men are represented as alike in-

2d in the blessings of Cluistianity, and

z are accordingly add
all with the vame earnestness.  Jesus knew
what was iu man, both our strength and our

- He was without guile. e
¢ the truth. 1, then, these calls
gooduess ware not desigued for
every one’s acceptance, or if none had
power to comply with them, would he not
have said s0? He might have lamented
our blindness, but he could not have asked,
“‘Why even of yourselves judge ye not
whatisright??  He mizght have been anx-
wus for our unbelief, but conld not have
iquired, ¢ Why do yve not believe 7 He
uight have exhorted us 1o wait patiemtly for
the coming of the Holy Ghosty but couid not
have upbraided us for a guilt which that
coming only could terminute. He might
have expatiated on the miseries of our con-
dition, but could not have held up the pro-
mises which concerned none but the ¢leet,
1o o dying world 5 thus adding fresh anguish
to thieir helpless woes.

But we are nof taught in the New Testa-
ment that eur nature is depraved.  Our Lord
once exclaimed, ¢ How can ye believe, who
seek honor aue of another,” but never,
‘llow cun ye believe, who were altogether
born in sins<’ He uniformly aseribes the
rain of the wicked to their own immediate
fault, and not to any foreign cause, least of
all to one prior 1o their existence, Thore
are no words in the Bible, by which a bure
statement of the doetrine we oppose, ean be
made out with even a show of fairness.
From a few pagsages it has been extorted,
however; amd the candid reader of Scrip-
ture may ju-tly express surprisa at the man-
ner in which a sentiment, so inconsistent
with its whole spirit and instructions, has
been drawn from it.  As I have before ob-
served, most of the passazes relied upon in
the arsument, contain vivid and striking
deseriptions of the vices of pasticular men,
communitics, or generations. Some only
declare the gencraltrath, “There isnoman
that liveth and sinneth not.>  And scarce
one can, even by force, be made to allude
to human nature itself, abstractly con-
sidered.

Three {exts are cited always on this occa-
sion ; and they are all which 1 shall now
notice ; both necause the mode of interpreta~
tion which applies to these may apply to
every other which is referred to, and becanse
the constant use of these, shows the dearth of
good proof sufliciently to indicate the weak-
ness of the cause they are supposed to estab-
lish.

One of these passages lies in the 5lst
Psalm. David is there giving utterance to
some very strong emotions of his heart, excited
hy the recolicetions of his own crimes. Thie
whole piece isan exercise of private, personal
devotion, and thould be interpreted as such,
Shall we take up his words and analyze them,
as if they were the language, net of emotion,
but cold philosophy 2 Shall we read his
Psalm as a leclure, instead of an humnble
prayer of private penitence? 1f any one
snpposes David designed to be understood
literary, when he says, ‘I was shapen in in-
iquity,’ then let him be consistent, and equally
fiteral in such sentences as the following:
“'I'he wicked go astray as soon as they are
born, speaking lies,> That is, infants speak as
soon as they come into the world, and they
speak lies too. ¢ Rivers of water run down
mine eyes,’ Ilere you may imagine his
cheeks two channels or beds of rivers, ¢ Purge
me with hyssop.”” That is, take the herb
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hyssop and cleanse me, ¢ Break the teath of
the young lions? ¢ There is no soundness in
my flesh, becanse of my sins,> Itis easily
seen to what absurdities we are led by this
mode of interpretation; yet no reason exists
for applying it to the words of the penitential
hymn, which does not equally require its use
in those just recited. The trath is, all these
passages are properly regarded as the expres-
sions which naturally sugeest themselves to
the mind of an Oriental poct, in a state of
strong cntotion 3 but not as literal representa~
tions of fact or opinion.

Eplesiuns ii. 3, is another text much
relied upon in this argnment. ¢ And werg,
by nature, children of wrath,even as others.?
To whom is this =aid 2 ‘T'o persons recently
converted from ddolalry ; who had, iu times
past, ¢ walked according to the prince of the
power of the air, who were Gentiles in the
flesh, and aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel.?  This henthenish state with its at-
tendant vices, Paul contrasts with the con-
dition into which Christianity had brought
them. The phrase, ¢ by nature,” oceurs in
aunother Epistle, in a manner which illus-
trates its meaning here. ¢ We, who are
Jews by naiure, and not sinners ofthe Gen-
tiles.”  Now it is certain, Panl does not in-
tend their nature as human beings, for that
is peculiar 1o no nation, and makes us sim-
ply men, not Jews nor Gentiles.  The latter
clause proves that we are to understand the
tormer thos, if any proof were needed. For
sin, as an attribute of wman, is surely not
fimited by mnational divisions, and the
phruse, ‘sinners of the Gentiles? would
have no sense, if we did not kuow that by
this title, the Jews were accustomed to dis-
tinguish idoluters from their own people.
To be a Jew by nature, iz 1o be ane by
parentage, educution, and aflinity.  <Child-
ren of wrath, children of disobedience,® we
tenns sioniticant of the actual churacter of
those to whom they apply, a character ac-
quired by themselves, when they ‘gave
thamselves over to the lascivionsness, imd
walked according to the course of this world.?
So Peter styles similar characters, ¢ carzed
children, ndicating their lability to punish-
ment for their vices.  And, in Lke maunuer,
virtuous Christians walk as ¢ children of the
light.* 1l auy une prefers tounderstand the
Apostle as  wtlinning that the Ephesians
were proper subjects of divine wrath, on ac-
count of their birth simply, without any re~
sard to their own sulsequent conduct, he
may enjoy his opinion. - But he mirns aside
entirely from the urgument of the writer, to
hang a foud nolion of his own upon the
naked words.

The only remaining passage I shall notice,
lies in the Fpistle to the Cornthiuns. ¢ The
natural man receiveth not the things of the
spirit of God,> A wrong translation aione,
occasions the least mistake here  The Greek
word does not signily what the English term
implies  Its true meaning is expressed in
Jude xix, ¢sensual’  So also in Jamesiii. 15,
tsensual? is the rendering. 1t is found in
three places in this Lpistle besides the passage
just quoted. Paul, speaking of the human
frtame, says, it is ¢ sown a nutural body.? He
means, ¢ a fleshly hody.” This expresses his
sentiment more clearly ; {or ¢ flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom.” The Apostle in
the chapter containing the words under dis-
cussion, declares, respecting the future happi~
ness of the good, that feye hath nol seen the
things which God hath prepared for them that
love him, but God hath revealed them unto us
by his Spirit. In reference to the same things,
he afterwards says,the natural or sensual man,
he wheo is immersed in sengual indulgences,
recciveth not the things of the Spirit of God;
that is, the things which he hath revealed
unto us by the Spivit. ¢ They ave foolishness
unto him’ Why ? Because spivitual joys,
the bliss of virtue, has no charms for the sen~
sualist. ¢ Neither can he know them.> Why 7
¢ Because they are spiritually discerned.? They
are of a purely intellectnal and spiritual na-
ture ; they are not to be understood or vatued
by one whose gross mind is bound to the earth,
and who has never experienced a felicity
which has no relation to the gratifications of
sense, His moral perceptions and taste are
blunted, obscure, perverse.  Ile sees no at-
tractions in the prospect of a happiness,whose
nature hie cannot comprehend,—whose worth
he is incapable of appreciating. Let his mind
be spiritualized---let it be restored to purity
and virtue, he will ther discern spiritual
things.

The mind of man is capable of strange
things, and many an honest soul has travel-
led to heaven by a most circuitous route.—
Rev. Dr. Gunnell.
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