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E wish to inform our subscribers who are still in
arrears that the Secretary-Treasurer will cheer-
fully receive and acknowledge all amounts due the
ATHENEUM whenever forwarded. If our friends wish
to see our college paper compete successfully with jour-
nals of its class they must encourage and assist the
mansagers by prompt payments. Our effort at journal-
ism is a modest one, but it cannot be sustained without
money. There are hundreds of dollars on our books,
chiefly made up of small sums, which if collected would
not only place us in an independent position, but enable
us to stiil further improve our paper. Wil our friends
kindly make a note of these suggestions and settle
their accounts before the close of the term? Money
will be received any time up to the first of June.

J. BURDETTE, the celebrated American humor-
+ ist, will deliver one of his popular lectures in
Assembly Hall, on May the 6th. The subject of the
lecture is one in which everybody should be deeply
interested, namely, “ Home.” All who have had the
pleasure of hearing Mr. Burdette on his former visits
to Acadia will not, we feel sure, miss the opportunity
of again listening to the “Silver tongued orator of
Ardmore.” It is unnecessary to speak here of his fame
as a platform speaker, or his wonderful power over
the most cultured audiences ; no words of ours can add
anything to a reputation already acknowledged by all
competent authorities. His name is a household word
both in the United States and Canada, and his writings
have charmed and delighted thousands who never had
the pleasure of hearing him talk.

HE Rhetorical Exzhibition of the Sophomore Class
was held in Assembly Hall on the afternoons of
March 27th and April 10th. The exercises consisted
in recitations and readings from standard authors, and
were, in the most cases, delivered in an easy and natural
style, and quite creditable to the young gentlemen who
participated in them ; more especially so when it is
remembered that as yet elocution finds no placc in the
_arriculum of the college. We understand that this
important branch is to receive more attention in the
future, and efforts will be made by the college authori-
ties to secure the services of a competent instructor in
this department for next year.

¥ all the college students the Senior Class alone will
remain on the Hill throughout the month of May.
Although the regular class-work will probably termi-
note with the first € the month, there will still be much
to occupy their time till the fourth of June, The gradu-
ating essays will necessarily demand a large share of
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atcention ; and other matters connected with the ap-
proaching anniversary will give little time for amuse-
ment. The Seniors look upon the departure of their
fellow-students with regret. To many gerhaps it will
be a final separation. The various aims and purposes
of so large a body of young men will necessarily
remove them to widely different scenes and incline
them to different pursuits; hence the probability of
the Class of ’85 ever meeting all their fellow-students
again is doubtful. But though old associations must
be renounced, old friendships and recollections will still
linger in their minds; the joyous laugh of a college
chum or the melody of an old college song will float
down the years and echo through the corridors of
memory even after age may have whitened the locks,
and care left its impress on the brow. The class of
’85 take this opportunity to wish all the other classes
a pleasant and prosperous college career, and to express
the hope that, i the remaining years of their course,
they will strive to maintain those friendly relations
among themselves and that courteous and deferential
attitude towards their instructors which has character-

ized the students during the year that is about to .

close.

IFTEEN years ago there was established for a few
neonths in the geographical heart of this Dominion

an independent power, with Louis Riel as its President.
To-day, some five hundred miles to the north-west of
the scene of the former rebellion, the same evil genius
bids defiance to constituted authority. That the half
‘breeds in arms have not had cause for complaints few
would perhaps be ready to affirm. But that they, in
permitting the murderer of Thomas Scott to utilise
their discontent for the purpose of gratifying a vain
ambition, have taken the wrong course, all will agree.
In response to the call to arms, troops from different
provinces are hurrying to the. front. Toronto Uni-
versity alone among Canadian Colleges has the honour
of sending a company. One Acadia graduate, C. W,
Bradshaw, '83, a law student, has enlisted for active
service in a Winnipeg corps. Who can tell how
great an influence this union of Canadians in an enter-
prize of life and déath may have in breaking down
‘ sectional prejudices and upbuilding a truly national
| life? Canadians have in times past proved themselves
men of true mettle; and, when duty calls, they will

ever respond in a manner which justifies a like ex-
pression with regard to this Canada of ours to tha.t
which Douglas used in Henry IV :

PR there is not such a word
Spoke of in Scotland as this term of fear.

HE term is rapidly drawing to a close. In a few
days a large proportion of the students will be
bidding farewell to the familiar scenes and pleasant
associations of college life and hailing the return of
the holidays with a joyous enthusiasm which ouly a
college student can fully understand. While the old
halls of Acadia, the well remembered walks, the com-
panionship of kindred spmts have invested College
Hill with a charm never to be forgotten; still they
are all exchanged with hardly a sigh of regret for the .
more delightful and sacred associations of home life,
‘While we would pity the sttJent who has never known
the subduing yet elevating influences of s well regu-
lated home, we feel like despising the one who having

such a home could permit baser attractions to exclude

its memory from his heart or to divert his thoughts
from the *old roof tree.” There is sometimes a feeling
among a certain class of students that it is unmanly
and girlish to betray any attachment for their homes
or any interest in those who live there. - We believe
that few students of this description can be found in
Acadia. Indeed they are usually little.credit to any
institution, for they too. often exhibit marked indi-
dation of mental or moral weakness. The students
who is sincerely attached to his home with all that
the word implies, possesses a safeguard against the.
vices of average social life and a check on the ruder
tendencies of youthful nature the value of which he
himself  can never estimate. This feeling should be
cultivated ; it tends to true culture; it inspires the
student with a manly sympathy and gentleness and
fills him with an exalted ambition. When he leaves
his home he should feel that he does not leave its
influence behind, but that it will accompany him like
a beneficent presence to cheer and strengthen him in a
world where there is so much to dampen youthful
ardour, and darken and embitter the fresh young
spirit; hence when the hour comes for returning ho
will have the assurance that here at least he can close
the door upon the busy rushing world and find rest
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and relaxation within the charmed circle that gathers
round the family hearth. Go then 86, 87 and 88,
and our best wishes accompary you; we will follow
you in due season; but our departure will be a final
one, while you will return again after your vacation
filled with & deeper enthusiasm for your work and &
stronger attachment for your Alma Mater.

MERSON, in his article on “Society and Solitude,”
tells us that “ A man must be clothed with
society, and society cannot do without cultivated men.”
Tke student who has given all his time and attention
to the subjects prescribed in the college curriculum
will not enter upon the duties of life with as fair
promise of success as he who has the dual training of
college and society. But little thought is needed to
reveal the great advantage gained by the student-who
unites in a moderate degree the possible social with
the desired mental training. Though perhaps but a
boy when he enters college, he graduates and leaves
his Alma Mater & man, with a destiny in-his hands.
From the fact that at various educational institutions
there are always those who cannot, or more probably
will not, avail themselves of such discipline as society
might afford, we have the explanation of the exist-
ence and constant appearance of those who, to speak
mildly, always appear out of place at- any social
gathering. The attainment of that ease and elegance
of manner and address so desirable in all, and’ especi-
ally in young men whose various. professional occupa~
tions will constantly bring them in contact with
people of culture, is too often neglected at a period
when they could appreciatc and profit by such
training, But the time will come, sooner or later, when
they will learn by bitter experience what it means to
lack an element 8o essential to success. Some few years
ago it was difficult for our students to escape these
results; but now, thanks tc the skating rink, the
temperance societies and social gatherings of various
kinds, the student himself is to blame if he does not
avail himself of there opportunities for social im-
provement. Considering the position which Acadia
holds in the heéarts of the Maritime Baptists, it would
not be unreasonable to expect that the Wolfville
Baptist Church would show a deep interest in -the
soctal as well 2s ths moral welfare of the students

who attend the College and mingle with the congre-
gation ; but until quite recently the students have
been impressed with the belief that such was not the
case. They met for worship in the village church-
but they were virtually strangers to the people who
gathered there; they assembled around the commu-
nion table, but they were almost unknown to their
fellow-worshippers. It is pleasant to know that the
ladies of the Wolfville Church have been making -
praiseworthy efforts to remove this defect, and give
the students of the three departments an opportunity
to become acquainted with the members of the church
and congregation. A step towards the attainment of
this object was made a few weeks ago by holding a
general sociable in the vestry of the Baptist Church,
where the cordial handshaking and words of welcome .
made the students feel at home ; while music, readings .
and pleasant conversation formed a no less agreeable
part of the programme. To the students of the College,
Seminary and Academy, the evening was a most en- .
Jjoyable one, and will long be remembered as a welcome
innovation on the custom of this part. We understand
that another sociable is contemplated before the close
of the term.

FRICTION IN COLLEGE LIFE.

. Tnose who have forgotten the fact, as well as those -
who have never learned it, will find by consulting .
some standard authority, that Friction is .the resis-

tance produced by the rubbing of bodies against each

other. Though known chiefly from its effects in

machinery where'its results can be accurately deter-
mined, it nevertheless exists, passively exerting an
influence, wherever material bodies are in contact.
The following thoughts have been suggested by that
peculiarity of friction which causes it to be regarded;
when superficially considered, only as a positive hind-
rance to motion, but which, on closer investigation,.
shows it to be a wise provision of nature—the one con-
dition, in fact, which mukes motion from rest possible.
And hence, using the term to express the resisiance
which every student meets, it is proposed to indicate
some of the points of coitact and to show that its
presence, though gencrally regarded harmful, is, ir.
the truest sense, an important element in college
discipline.
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Some of the rough spots in connection with the stud-
ent’s private affairs may be noticed first. Spacewill on-
ly permit of a few examples being mentioned ; but the
list cun be completed by the reflective mind at leisure.
In starting out to assume the responsibilities of
college life, the current and circumstances of his
life are materially changed. A number of offices
which were performed for him by indulgent hands at
home, devolve of necessity, on himself, when he enters
college. The conditions for rending clothes, for
Instance, are increased, while the source of repair is
suddenly cut off. e must make his own fire and
oftentimes his own bed. These menial duties are at
first regarded as serious grievances; but they come at a
later period, to be recognized as important factors in
his education.: There is an amount of good to be
received in the sewing on of a button, or the making
of a fire, which approaches in practical disciplinary
value to that.received in the solution of a problem in
differentiation. These are only homely examples of
difficulties constantly arising in college life which
tend to the formation f habits of patience and self-
reliance.
darning to the hole in his stocking, while the- Senior
will sit, needle in hand, for hours exhibiting an
amount of patience and skill calculated alike to
surprise_his friends and excite the envy of a model
housewife.

Another pojut where the benefits of friction appear
is in the matter of pecuniary vneans. It not unfre-
quently happens that the want of money resists, to &
greater or less extent, the student’s progress. Often
& break of one or two years in his course is necessi-
tated by the low state of his finances, and consequently
he is apt to deplore what is, in reality, a blessing in
disguise. It is no discredit to a college or to its
individual students that a large proportion of them
pay their own way. On the contrary, with the list
of great men who have risen from obscurity before
him, who shall say that this very fact is not highly
beneficial to both ? to the student because struggling
makes strong; to the college because it is largely
what the students make it.

There is wlways more or less friction between the
student and the Faculty. He has not entered college
long before he discovers that this body have ideas
which conflict with his own and seriously impede

The Freshman with difficulty confines his :

his progress. . He petitions for certain privileges, but
the prayer is not granted. He remonstrates, but they
remain firm. With an air of injured innocence he
lays the matter before his parents who, knowing the
benefit of such training, chuckle at the prospect of
raform. Friction at this point has been known to
prevail to such an extent as to stop for a time the
whole college machinery ; but such exigencies almost
mvn.nu.bly prove beneficial to the students concerned.

6, perhaps, contact with the different members
of the Faculty in their individual capacity of teacher,
though of a milder type, does most in the way of
polish. For four years this rubbing process goes on;
and it would indeed be difficult to estimate the amount
of good accruing to the Student fzom such a period of
contact with a number of: men of culture as each, in his
own peculiar manner, seeks to do his part in polishing
the article before sending it out as a sample of the
work done in the college. The hard lesson which
necessitates the burning of -the midnight oil, the argu-
ment in which he is usually defeated, the words of
advice and reproof kindly and firmly given, and the
various ways in which his deficiencies are pointed nut,
all appear disadvantageous to the Student, but they
have a large place in reducing his asperities to floating
proportions.

The text-books tell us that friction is greatest
amongst homogeneous bodies. The analogy holds
respecting friction in college life; for it is among
fellow-students that it prevails most extensively, and
where its benefits are most clearly seen. The graduate
is indebted to his associates for no small amount of
his polish. Students appear to take it for granted
that they heve a license to laugh at one another’s
mistakes, to criticise any peculiarity in dress, manner,
or utterance, and even to regulate the frequency of
calls., By far the most prominent bump, which all
feel bound to lend a hand in diminishing, is that of
conceit. The average Freshman is full of it. He is
proud of his distinction as a student, and wears the
college uniform on all occasions. But his love of
show, in this regard, gradually subsides, so much so,
that if a student is seen in cap and gown twenty rods -
from the college buzldmg it is safe to infer that he is
& Freshman. He is proud of his oratorical powers,
but he soon finds that the tone in exhortation and
prayer, which he has, most likely, borrowed from -
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some model divine, and which has gone far towards
convincing his friends that he has talents for the
ministry,  provokes a smile among his classmates.
He is proud of his knowledge, and is not backward
in displaying it whenever occasion offers. TowardS
the close of the first year he begins to entertain doubts
about his infallibility and a shadow of respect for the
opinions of others. When the second year is com-
bleted he will deign to ask advice from his teachers ;
and before he has finished his course *the old man’

is eliminated from his vocabulary and his father is

consulted concerning the mos : trivial matters. From
the existence and nature in the raw material of this
and other excrescences too numerous to mention,
may be inferred both the manner in which friction
operates and. the benefits derived. He is, in fact,
in many instances, what is popularly known as a
‘“fast young man,” that is, in scientific phraseology,
his velocity is too great. And “the boys,” having
learned that friction acts as o constant force in retard-
ing motion, manage to bring themselves in contact
-with him in a manue ‘hat varies as the conditions.

" Just how they do it, perhaps, ought not, in justice to

future victims be stated; as experimental knowledge
in this particular instance is decidedly preferable, and
besides, a too intim.te acquaintance with the “way
it is done” may itself seem the result of experience.
Sometimes gentle means have the desired effect ; but
these failing, recourse is had, without compunction,
to those more effectual. Oftentimes a midnight visit
to the pump, or a practical illustration of the force of
gravity as seen in the free fall of a dody projected
into space by the elasticity of a blanket, is necessary
before the object is attained. But whatever the
means employed and by whomsoever the work is
wccomplished it ought to be said that no ill feelings
are permanently entertained by the objects of these
polishing proceedings. And though, for obvious
reasons, public reference is seldom made to them there
is no doubt but that feeling: Jf gratitude possess the
breast of many a reader as he thinks of Friction in
connection with his own college life.

“THE best schoo! of journalism in the world,” said

Charles F. Shewing, ¢is the editorial board of a college

r.”—“'The College Journal is the pulse by means
of which the Faculty can determine the condition of
the Student; and it must be supported or it cannot
beat.”—Ez. *

UNIVERSITY FEDERATION IN ONTARIO.

THE question as to the best and most equitable
adjustment of university interests in Ontario is one of
no little difficulty, and has, for many years, occasioned
much debate. Toronto University (which is merely
an examining board) with its affiliated teaching body
(University College) has long formed a very strong
provincial institution. But, as each year has brought
its increased demands, University College has been
continually clamouring for additional State aid. and

for the consolidation of all the Universities of Catario .

with Toronto University, under conditions which in-

volved the absorption of the former institutions by

the latter. To this demand the denominational uni-
versities of the Province have objected, ‘“on-the

common-sense ground that one feaching body in arts

can not do all the work of higher education in Ontario,

and that what the country needs is not simply the

improvement of one college, but a comprehensive
measure, dealing wivh the neccssities of the case, and

recognizing the work done by other fairly equipped

Colleges.” So the idea of consolidation, in the sense of
absorption, has been abandoned, and the new Federa-
tion 'Scheme has been brought forward. By this

schenie, it is proposed to form a confederation of col- -

leges to carry on, in ZToronto, the work to be embraced
in the Arts curriculum of the Provincial University.
We give here a few of its provisions:

“Queens University, Victoria University, Trinity.

University, Knox College, St. Michael’s College,

Wirycliffe College, and Toronto Baptist College. have -
the right to enter into the proposed confederation, .
provided that each institution shall, so long as it’
remains in the confederation, keep in abeyance any :

powers it may have of conferring degrees other than
degrees in divinity—such powers to remain intact
though not exercised.

“ University College shall afford to all students who .
desire to avail themselves thereof, instruction in the '

following subjects in the-curriculum of the Provincial
University, viz.: ILatin, Greek, Ancient History,
French, German, English, Oriental Languages, and
Moral Philosophy.

¢ There shall be established another teaching faculty
in connection with the Provincial University, to be
called the University Professoriate, which shall afford
to all students of the Provincial University who
desire to avail themselves thereof, faculties for ob-
taining adequate instruction in the following subjects:
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-—Pure Mathematics, Physics, Astronomy, Geology,

Mineralogy, Chemistry, Zoology, Botany, Physiology,
Ethnology, History, Logic and Metaphysics, History
of Philosophy, Italian and Spanish, Political Economy
and Civil Polity, Jurisprudence, Constitutional Law,
Engineering,and such otker sciences,arts, and branches
of knowledge o', the Senate of the Provincial Univers-
ity may from time to time determine,

“The same person shall be President of University
College and Chairman of the Faculty of the University
Professoriate. University College and the Faculty
of the University Professoriate shall be complimen-
t y the one to the other, and shall provide adequate
instruction in all subjects prescribed in the curriculum
of the Provincial University. By the proper govern-
ing bodies, subjects may, at any future time, be trans-
ferred froin University College to the University
Professoriate, or vice versa. Fees will be charged by
University College: the university professional lec-
tures will be free of charge to all matriculants who
are members of a confederating college.

¢ Attendance on instruction provided in any of the
confederating colleges, including University College,
shall -be accorded equal value as a condition of pro-

ceeding to any degree with attendance on the work of .

the University Professoriate,

¢“The curriculum in arts of the Provincial Uni--

versity shall include the subjects of Biblical Greek,
Biblical Literaturs, Christian Ethics, +_pologetics, and
Church. History; but provisior shall be made by a
system of options to prevent such subjects being made
compulsory upon any candidate for a degree.”

Tt will be seen that in the above scheme, there are
no provisions which absolutely debar any confederat-

ing -college from establishing whatever chairs it may -

deem best, Yet, if the college should carry out the
spirit of the scheme, they would not provide instruc-
tion in any branches handled by the University Pro-
fessoriate, but would confine their attention to the
subjects which are placed in University College and
to the electives mentioned in the last paragraph above:
for, as the scheme now stands, it is evident that a
confederating college which provides instruction in
any of the subjects assigned to the Professoriate must
either furnish this instruction gratis or compete at a
disadvantage with said Professoriate, since all the
lectures of the latter are free. This fact seems of
some moment, when we remember that both History
and Metaphysics are assigned to the Professoriate,
and appears as an unfortunate feature in connection
with the division of the teaching staff of the Uni-

Versity proper into two bodies. Moreover wher we
consider this division apart from the above objection,
it is impossible to conclude that it has 2ny scientifig
basis. It is inconvenient and unsystematic; Ferhaps
considerations such as these led the Board of Trustees
of Toronto Baptist College, while approving of the
scheme as a whole, to urge the following modifications,

1. “That there be no division of the work done by
the State between the University and University
College, but that the lutter be merged into the former.”

2, “That each confederating college be allowed to

determine for itself the subject in the curriculum of
the University on which it shall provide instruction,
and that attendance upon sich instructions and ex-
aminations passed shall be accorded equal value, as &
condition of procseding to an, degree, with the same
work performed by the University Professoriats, and
that instruction in all subjects not thus provided for
be given free to the students of any confederating
college by the University Frofessoriate or by the
Professoriate of University College, if that be con-
tinued.”

Knox College and Wycliffe College have adopted
the scheme unconditionally ; but Trinity and Victoria
Universities insist upon certain modifications, and
Queen’s will not adopt it at all. Xt is therefore evi-
dent that some little time must elapse, before the
details of the coming confederation can be adjusted.
There is, however, little doubt that {he outcome of
‘the whole matter will be the adoption of a modified
scheme by all the colleges of Ontario save Queens,
which will continue to maintain a Separate existence,
Yet the new Baptist Arts College, to be erected by
Senator McMaster, when the denomination shall have
fuliiled certain conditions, is not dependent for its
existence upon the adopticn either of the above scheme
or of a similar one. It could sustain velations of its
own with the Toronto University of the present.

Perhaps I should add that the proposed schem:
provides thut the Senate of the Provincial University
be composed of the presidents of confederating colleges

.and of represen’atives from their governing bodies,

with representatives from the Council of University
College, from the University Professoriate, and from
the graduates both of the confederating colleges and
the present Provincial University.
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THE OLD PARLIAMENT.

TO THE COMING WOMEN.

In ancient times we tied our queries
And took our seats in Parliament,

And fought as brave for honor bright
As Knights of old in tournament.

Our countrie’s wrongs, the people’s weal
‘Were then the reasons why we met,

And draw our diamond-hilted steel—
But times are changed, we do forget.

And shrink and shrivel like false men
In glarish light of salarics ;

But ladies, ladies, come not down,
Oh, keep you to the gallaries.

Don't soil you trailing robes with dust,
Lot us fight on for salaries ;
*Wo pray you, charming ladies bright,
Oh, keep you to tgo gallerfes 1

Sometimes in heat of party strife,
We look up o the gaileries,

4And in the light of truth and love
Almost forget our salaries,

And strike out for a helpless truth

That stands unclothed and shelterless,
And ¢areless of apposing lines,

We stretch our hands te help and bless.

And then, the battle waged and won,
A white hand from the galleries

Has touched our own, and made us know
A.dearer thing than salaries.

Oh ! ladies, ladies, keep your heights
Above all hope of salaries,

And leave us something dear and sweet,
Above us in life's galleries.

IRENE ELDER MOKTON.

GLADSTONE.

ENGLAND, it i said by some American writers, is
on the decline. Already the mig)ty empire on which
the sun never sets is being gradually dismembered,
and like the ancient kingdoms of Alexander and
Casar, will soon cease to sway the destinies of
nations. The contemplation of this sentiment may
afford sorae satisfaction to those who look with jeal-
ous eye on England’s increasing power, but taking
cognizance of contradictory facts, we may reasonably
presume that their predictions of approacking decay
sre based rather on their wishes than existing reali-
ties. So long as those principles of justice and
freedom, which have wrought so gloriously for Eng-
land in the past, maintain their hold on the minds
and Learts of Britous, so long may we confidently

expect to sce the ¢ Banner of 8t. George” in the
vanguard of civilizstion.

It is an universal truth that the power and influence
of a nation are to be measured by the number of
great men she produces; and applying this test to
Britain'at the present time, it is easy to draw the
conclusion that instead of retrograding in national
spi: it and enterprise, she must in reality be advancing
to grander acqnisitions and a move universal prestige.
How can & nation decline with such men as Glad-
stone and'Beaconsfield to grace her l. :islative plat-
forms, men who by their devotion to her interests and
her laws, have made her name everywhere feared
and respected? Without entering further into the
“enumeration of Epglaad’s great men, let us examine
for a short time the life and work of the Right Houn.
William Ewart Gladstone, who has for so many
years exercised a potent influence on British politics.
His father, John Gladstone, was a wealthy merchant
of Liverpoal, and & descendant of the Scotch *‘Gled-
stanes” of OClydesdale; and his mother, Anmuc
Robertson, a handsome and accomplished woman
whose genealogy can be traced back to the royal
houses of the Platagenets and Bruces. Such then
are the pareats of the great statesman, who needs no
ancestral fame to make his name memorable.

In his school days the young Gladstone did.not
exhibit any remarkable tendency to distinguish him-
self, and even incurred the grave displeasure of his
tator for his dislike to mathematics, a branch cof
study which he at that time particalarly detested, but
in which he afterward excelled. At the age of
twenty he entered Oxford University, within whose
classic and time honoured walls he formed that pur"
pose of his life which in his own language is as follows :
+¢ A successful debit, an offer from the minister, &
secrelaryship of state, and even the premiership
itself are the objects along which a young visionary .
loves to look.” That purpose once formed and im-
pressed on his mind, he began to apply himself
assiduously to its realization, and the lapse of a few
years shows its grand accomplishment, when amid
the plaudits of his countrymen, he stood on the high-
est pinnacle of his fame, the proud possessor of the .
greatest office that England can bestow.

The talents and accomplishments of Gladstone are
complex and remarkable ; he is a statesman, scholar,
critic, esyayist, philanthropist, practical administra-
tor and orator. To study him in each of these
capacities would require more time than is a our
disposal, so we will be content with a brief glance at
his statesmanship, learning and oratory. On his
entry into Parliainent, Gladstone was closely con-
nected with the Tory party and & warm supporter -
of Protection. His progress towards Liberalism
was slow, but after he became convinced that Pro-.
tection was a fallacy and injurious to the best
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"interests of the country, he began to lose faith in
other principles of his party, so that cre long his
scepticism had gone so far that his scruples became a
matter of conscience, and he could only range himself
hereafter against ¢¢ Conseir vatism,”

Gladstone’s change of policy during his political
administration may be better observed by conteasting
some of his early and more subsequent measures.
At first he was by no means averse to slavery but
yerrs after when speaking of these views he says
¢} did not learn at Oxford what I have ledrned since,
namely, to set a due value on the imperishable and
inestimable principles of human liberty,” this being
an explanation of his conduct in supporting the
measure for the emancipation of slaves.—Then agnin
e was for a long time in Yavor of ¢¢Irish Church
Establishment,” but in 1849 he astonished the English
-and delighted the Irish by bringing in o bill to dis-
endow and disestablish the ¢ Irish Chureh.” This
bill was passed before public opinion in England had
been fully excited, but the reaction soon came and
the Liberal ministty fell. Unlike the majority of
politicians, Gladstone could never see but two sides
of a question,-~the * right” and the * wrong,” and
when once convineed of the justicz of his cause no
other considerations, however plausible, might move
him in its disposal. His attitude in regard to the
opium traffic strongly exhibits his characteristic
conscientiousness. Lord Macaulay in advecating
the ¢*Chinese War” had been deseribing the triumphs
of the English flag in beautiful language, when
-Gladstone arose and with burning earnestness replied:
“Under the auspices of tire noble Lord that flag is
‘now hoisted to protect an infamous contraband traffic ;
and if it is never hoisted except as it is now hoisted
-on the coast of China we should recoil from the
sight with horror and should never again feel our
Thearts thrill, as they now thrill with emotion when it
tloats proudly and wagnificently on the breeze.”

As we trace the career of Gladstone through the
many vicissitudes of political life, his progress seems
to be towards those principles of universal equity and
jnternational fair dealing, in the pursnance of which
he has been so greatly misunderstood. Such noble
self-abnegation pro bono publico with such earnest-
ness of purpose and disdain of intrigue are so seldom
met in statesmen, that Gladstone’s colleagues did not
understand him, and accordingly looked on him with
suspicion, attributing his ** over-righteousness” to
sinister motives. L

Frequently he has been charged with indifference
to the welfare of his country, and a wilful tardiness
in taking active measures for the defense of her in-
terests. It cannot be denied that at times in treat-
ing with foreign powers he has so far sunk national
feelings in his zeal to do the vight, as to lay himself
open to the charge of inexpediency ; and it is easy to
see how in following the dictates of a policy so liberal

and embracing, he should seem to lose sight of
individual interest in the ** universal good.” With a
benevolence that includes the world in its manifesta«
tion, and a charity unrestricted and unconfined, he
could never ghut his eyes to the miseries of the race,
nor suffer the helplesg and weak to become the vie-
tims of tyrants, when he might wield the power of
England in their bebalf. A cry goes forth from the
dungeons of Naples, where among untold horrors are
imprisoned for political principles, a large number of
Italy's statesmen. Gladstone hears and uses every
means in his power for their release; they are soon
set free, but the brilliant protest of Gladstone against
Neapolitan atrocities had aroused the slumbering
spirit of the nation, and soon Garibaldi at the head
of his victorions army sounds forth the trumpet call
of Italian liberty. |

The policy of Gladstone has been all through his life
averse to war, and although be has not carried this
principle so far as his colleague, John Bright, yet his
measures in regard to war with foreign powers have
always been conducted with the greatest caution.
He desires to see Britain the arbiter of nations, but
not by the sword, the empress of the seas, but not by
the terrifving influence of warlike squadrons, the
civilizer of the world, and not the conquering tyrant.
‘“ England,” he said loftily, *¢ will stand shorn of a
chief part of her glory and her pride if she shall be
found to have separated herself through the policy she
pursues abroad from the moral supports which the
geueral and fixed convictions of mankind afford ; if
the day shall come in which she may continue {o
excite the wonder and fear of otherhations, but in
which she shall have no part in their affection and
their regard.” From these words we can form some
idea of the picture he fain would paint of England’s
fature when advancing along the highway of national
glory she should come to possess by her conciliatory
policy the highest place in the confidence of the world.
Yet as strongly as he was influenced by these con-
siderations, he was not blind to the fact that, in the
present condition of society, war was sometimes a
necessity, and whenever he saw the rigots of English-
men disregarded, their lives endangered by hostile
nations, or those sacred principles of justice and
freedom violated ie would not shrink to touch the
spring that launched the thunderbolt of England'’s
vengeance. His later policy has been murked by =
still further tendency to drop the traditions of his
early education aud to rise higher in ¢ Liberslism.”
Although in carrying out these principles, some of
his measures have been characterized by vacillation
ang indecision, yet on the whole his administration
has worked out for the B. tish people, especially the
lower classes, a much bLetter condition of affairs than
previously existed, and long afterhe has passed away
succeeditig generations will breathe on his memory
their grateful blessings. .
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As a scholar, Gladstone has few equals and bardly
any superior. Add to & reimarkable genius for ac-
quiring and retaining knowledge, the magniiicent
education gained by a life time of studious application
and perhaps some idea of his qualifications as a
savant may be obtained. His mathematical attain-
ments exhibit themselves in his brilliant management
of those intricate statistical problems, in which he
unravels the mysteries of financial details in a way
that dazzles his opponents and delights his friznds.
But it is chiefiy in classical literature that Glads:'one
has made a name. Possessing from lis early yeurs
o decided preference for languages, especially th»
Greek and Latio, he has reached an cipinence as a
linguist to which few have aitained. We can per-
hups better realize the force of these words when we
remember that during his visit to the JYonian Isles,
at a public meeting there, he spoke to the Greeks for
two hours in their native language, and then passing
over to Italv performed the same feat for the Italians.
The study of Homer had a peculiar fascination for
him, and his researehes and investigations into the
ancient civilization of Greece have tinwown a light on
that subject which wiil gieatly aid future inquiries.
It is not alone as a scholar, however, that Gladstone
claims our attention. The hearty earnestness, im-
passioned eloquence end dazzling rhetoric, which
have characterized his speeches during a period of
over forty years, have long since marked him as an
orator whose fame as the years go by ean suffer no
eclipse. With a voice peculiarly clear, resonant and
sweet, he never failed to be heard in the farthest
corner of the great Hall, and his listeners could never
forget the great combination of oratorical powers—
in voice, manner, gesture, fluency, argument, style
and passion which he displayed. No matter at what
time of night, or how great the confusion in. the
House when Gladstone arose, every man bent for-
ward to catch the words of the gloquent speaker, and
truly he presented a striking picture stauding there
with his eavaest eyes flashing and every nerve and
muscle quivering with suppressed feeling, as he
delivered himself of those telling thoughts which have
s0 often modified or changed the current of parlia-
mentary and popular opinion.

An old man now with wrinkled brow and tottering
steps, he cannot much longer bear the burden and
care of a responsible public office. His life work is
ucarly accomplished, his mission nearly faltilied, but
he has reared forhimself amonument more lasting than
the Egyptian Pyramids, and one which will stand un-
effaced and unworn by the attrition of the ages. As he
was ever reaching out into the future to draw its
blessings to the present, so only will coming gener-
ations fully understand and appreciate the noble
motives and far reaching benevolence of the ¢ Grand
Ola Man” who in spiri$ lived among them. c. D

CORRESPONDENCE,

MCMASTER HALL NOTES,

Messrs: Editors :

From ‘a region extending from the briny shores of
Nova Scotia to the far-reaching prairies of Manitoba,
are assembled at McMaster Hall about forty students,
varying in age from say twenty to forty. All sizes,
shades of complexion, tempersments and habits of
mind are represented among us.

There are those who, commeacing in early days,
have gone steadily on through common school, high
school and university and aro now using a long-drilled,
well-ordered mental mechine in grappling with the
mighty questicns of theclogy. There are those who
for various reasons have foregone the pleasures and
advantages of a university training and attacked
theology with a classical academic training as a pre-
paration. There ate still others who when advanced
in life- have had their souls fired with a desire to
preach the Gospel, and pause only for a year or two to
study the English Bible under the best instructors and
then devote all that remains of life to practical work.

There are among us a few young men who, conse-
crated by pious pavents, seem to have made tlie
ministry their first choice; but it is noticeable how
large a proportion of those called to preach the
Gospel have first chosen and entered upon some other
profession. The shoe-bench and the saw-mill, the
form and the carriage-shop, the counting-house and.
the anvil, the pedagogue’s ferule and the tape-dealer’s
yordstick, the whiplash and the pencil, the jackplane
and the codlin® are all represented among us. ‘Even
in some of the rooms may be found well-polished
tools resting at present, but ready to do ser.ice again
in case of an emergency. The colleges represented
are: Aberdeen, Scotland; Toronto University ;
Acadia ; Woodstock, Ount.; Prairie C.llege, Manitoba.
We come fromi city sad country, town and hamlet,
from the rugged hillside and the smooth valley, from
dense forest and cpen prairie, from the rock-bound
coast of the Atlantic and from the far inland ter-
ritory, And here we are a heterogeneous lot, $hrown
daily, almost hourly, into contact with one another;
Jjostling together as we move from room to room, jost-
ling our ideas together as we rush on in the race for
knowledge and in our effort to reach truth, each fellow
trying to thrust his pet-notion to the front and nobody
succeeding ; each conscious that he is becon.'ng keener
day by day as he grinds against his foilows. It is a
sorry tasik that is set our professors, to manufacture
out of such varied and irregular material ministers of
the Gospel. And a sorry time they have, punched
and probed at all possible points with all manner of
questions ; trying to shape their instructions to fit ab
the same time all sorts of minds. The thought that
just fits one mind strikes another cornerwise, The
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1dea. that pleases the fancy of some young sky-scraper,
disturbs the orthodoxy of some old oconservative,
'The sentence that soothes some ruffled spirit acts upon
another like the spark applied to dynamite, and oft’ he
goes. If theological professors need a long vacation
in which to recruit their strength it is not a matter
of surprise.

Dr. Castle, with Smith’s text-book as an aid, explains,
argues and otherwise directs his class through a heavy
course in Systentatic. Theology. Dr. McVicar examines
closely Theism and Aunti-theism, the question of inspi-
ration, iniracles, etc. Didactics are always popular.
Dr. Clacke continues, as only Dr. Clarke can do, to
show up the beauties of New Testanient Greek. He
is in some respects ond of the most destructive men
I have ever met. I venture to say he has wrought
the ruin of miore sermons this winter than will be
rebuilt in & long time. Sermons we thought fine, and
which gave us great satisfaction in preaching, appeat
very ragged after being in his hands for & few minutes,

Joshua, Zachariah, Malachi, etc,, in the hands of
Dr. Welton are forced to yield to the light their gems
of spiritual truth. ZLike beautiful fossils they lie
embedded in their vernacular language, but sparkle
like diamonds when the hard nuts of Hebrew etymo-
logy arefcrackzd, The Apostolic Fathers, though
dead, yet spesk through Dr. Newman. The study of
the Reformation period in the advanced class is of
special interest and importance. Luther in Germany,
Zwingle in Switzerland, Calvin in France, Knox in
Beotland, and the struggles of the reforming party
tinder less important leaders in England, cannot fail
to interest the lover of romance and stimulate the
sluggish powers of the most lethargic. °

An intense interest in the present war prevails
among the students, The papers are eagerly read
from day to day and the whole situation carefully
surveyed and pronounced upon. And our interest
#xtends beyond mere sentiment and theory, a volun-
teer force has actually bBeen orginized and despat-
ched into the enemies’ country under command of
Gen. Auderson. They report several fierce engage:
nients with the Arabs, and we have already sent out
reinforcemvents, The Arabs outnumbered our force
six to one and yet, although several battles have been
closely contested, we have not to repord a single
defeat. It may be necessary to explain that by
Arabs I do not mean dwellers in Arabia, but “Street
Arabs,” about sixty of which are gathered every
Bur - from one of the worst lccalities in the city,
and instructed by a force from the Fyfe Missionary
Bociety.

By the way, it may bé interesting to know that the
F. M. 8. is planning to despatch another force of six

to Manitoba for the coming vacation.

' Yours truly,
Apaw’s ELDRsT.

COLLEGE WORLD.
Tue leading jurist of Japan is a graduate of the
University of Michigan—ZEu

Tue first prizé for English composition in Yale
College was lately taken by Mr. Van Phan Lee, &
Ohinese student.— E.

Tie Columbian University at Washington hag
decided to admit women to the study of medicine,

OF college graduates in Congress, Virginia claits the
largest nuniber, Harvard tanks second, and Yale thirds

THE first successful candidate for the degree of
Doctor of Science at the University of London was a
Bindoo gentleman; the second was Mrs. Sophia
Bryanti—ZFz.

Tie Trans-Atlantic Students in Edinburgh have
formed a society of 'over fifty miembers for mutual
assistance in obtaining House news, and for the pur:
pose of extending welcome greetings to new-comers.

Mr. Horacs Howanp Funvgss, of Philadelphia,
the well-known Skakespearean scholar, has given to
Vaussar College the sum of one thousand dollars to
establish two prizes for essays on some Shakespearean
or othex Elizabethan subject: The present senior
class at Vassar numbers thirty.

The State University of Texas has a permanent
fund of over half s million dollars, and also two
million acres of land. Its total resources are esti:
mated to amount to five million dollars, It is a
noticeable fact that no State in the Union surpasses
Texas in the munificence with which it is caring for
the interests of its Educational Institutions.

Tig general tendency of Cornell University a few
years ago seemed tq.be positively anti-religious, but
for the past four or five years efforts have been suc:
cessfully made to put the University squarely before
the public on & christian, though unsectarian basis.

Tas Presidency of Madras, like that of Bengal and
Bombay, has its University. It is simply an exami-
ning board, conferring degrees and taking a general
super-vision of Educational work. There are twenty-
seven second:grade, and thirteen first-grades Colleges
afiiliated with the University.

Tug Scandinavian countries have four regular Uni
versities, namely: Denmark one, at Copenhagen
(founded 1479); Sweeden two, at Upsala (1477) and
Lund (1668); Norway one, at Christionna (1811).
The laws of Denmcrk and Norway demand that every
one who desires to enter the ministerial office must be
& University graduate,
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. Bavtiyorg, under the influence of Johns Hopkins
University, is beginning to assume the atmosphere of
& university town, and bids fair to shortly rival Boston
as a centre of culture,

Tue University of Nebraska reports for last year
as follows: In College of Literature, Science and
Arts (not including preparatory, ete.), sixty-three; in
College of Medicine, fifty-two ; and total in all depart:
ments, 282,

Since Vassar College was founded, Wellesley and
Bmith have been established, and now Bryn Manor
stands with them. These four include all the colleges
for ladies alone. Meanwhile over one hundred and
fifty colleges for young men have been opened for
Young ladies. But perhaps the greatest success of
those advocating higher female education has been
obtained in connection with the two great English
Universities. Both Oxford and Cambridge have
inade arrangetnents by which ladies can attend a large
number of the lectures. In England, however, the
ladies of the reform were careful to explain that they
had nothing to say to the principle of mixed classes;
that all they desired was that women should not be
debarred from obtaining the best teaching that could
be had. Italy has opened mo less than seventeen of
its universities to women, and Switzerland, Norway,
Sweden and Denmark have followed suit.

QuEEN'S UNIVERSITY possesses a court which is term-
ed the Concursus Iniguitafus. It preys upon the
Freshmen year, For some time past a storm has been
brewing betwen the Seniors and the Freshmen. Last
week the conflict began when several freshmen refused
to be courted for indiscretions. There was a short
dispute and some blackened eyes resulted ; on Tues-
day the dispute reached larger proportions. The
court constables appeared, to take several freshmen,
but the class in a body resisted, fortified themselves
in a class-room and barricaded the stairway with
benches, The seniors swept up the stairs, tramped
down the obstructions and a rough-and-tumble fight
occured, causing bloody faces, blackened eyes, dis-
hevelled hair and torn garments. Several professors
tried to calm the rising excitement, bat their efforts
were unavailing, Principal Grant finally appeared,
fought his way through the seething crowd to the top
of the stairs, and succeeded in quelling the disturbance.
The freshman who was to have been courted escaped,
but was chased a mile or so by the seniors, whn per-
sisted in their determination to make the freshman
respect the laws of the college so far as the privileges
were concerned. The latest developments show that
one man was rendered insensible by a fall down the
stairs, and others were badly disfigured. Five men
from each section met the Principal to discuss the
situation. The scniors declarc their intention of
showing the freshmen that they will not stand defiance.

EXCHANGES.

Tunk Argosy is anxious for the appearance of the
Arnexgum.  We wish to inform our querulous con-
temporary that if the Arnexzum has not reached
Mount Allison in due time the fault is not ours. The
paper is mailed regularly between the 18th and the
20th of each month, and besides it does not *take as
long to get out a paper at Acadia as it does at Mount

1 Allison,” that is if we are to judge from the fuct that

the Argosy never reaches us till nearly a month after
the date of its publication. The March number, for
instance, did not reach us till the 10th of April
The Argosy has likely been flattering itself that its
recent assault on the ATHENEUM occasioned the delay
of which he complains, and that we have been ever
since occupied in applying restoratives to our wounded
and burying our dead instead of preparing copy fot
the press. If the Argosy ever gave way to such a
delusion it has probably been undeceived before this:
Our fighting editor does not expire at the discharge of
pop-gun. )

The New Star refetring to one of outr exchanges
says: “Many of our older and more egotistical
college journals would do well to take it as a model.”
Buggestions coming from a paper so well ualified t@
pronounce in such metters will doubtless be esteemed
by tie ‘“more egotistical college journals” at theix
true value. It would be interesting to the public to
know after what ideal standard of nerfection the Star
is modelled. Before attempting to institute compari:
sons between college papers the Star should pay . a.
little more attention to its own appearance and
literary character ; and besides it should not indulge
in generalities of this kind. If it has anything to
say about “older and more egotistical college journals® -
it had better come out of its obscurity in a manly way
and say it.

Wz slways believed that the Ex, man of the
Niagara Index was in some measure responsible for
hir utterances and therefore deserved chastisement for
his insufferable conceit and low buffoonery This cue
administered with a good deal of severity in a recent
issue-of the ATHENAEUN, but after reading the tirade of
meaningless rant directed against usin the last Indexy
we are inclined to think that we have made a mistake.
The unfortunate youth is more to be pitied than
blamed, and the Preps. whom the Jadex informs us
“ 10ent out to ensnare a fool,” might have saved them-
sclves the trouble, as a well developed specimen fills
the editorial chair of their Coliege paper.

Tug Colby Echo has once more condescended to
visit our sauctum. We do not know in what way we
have offended that the Eclo should have treated us so
coldly of late. However we are glad to welcome ib
once more. Itis one of our best exchanges.
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LOCALS.

—

SeriNG !
Rubdbers.

H. LoveTTE, of the Benior Class has gone home ill.
He has our warmest sympathies and sincerest wishes
for a speedy recovery.

Lost in the mud from his bycicle a3 coming swiftly
through the village he lifted his hat to some bright-
eyed Sem.—a senior's equilibrium.

AT a re~_nt sociable in the village, a certain festive
Cad an.used himself by fiving cake around the room,
and making himself rediculous generwlly, The pump
is waiting for a vicetim.

‘WANTED.— A young lady of agreeable manners and
easy fortune for the only unengaged member of the
Senior Class—a graduate of the Seminary preferred.

Tre Ladies of the Seminary gave one cf their
popular re-unions on the evening of Murch the 28th.
The reception room was found too small to accommo-
date the unusually large number of students that met
on the occasion.

TrE mock trial recently held in the Athenceum
Bociety was quite creditable to all parties concerned.
Even to the culprit who was acquitted contrary to
expectation,

At the skating tournament held in the Rink on the
17th ult, our boys came out first, J. T. Prescott
taking the first prize—a silver cup—in the mile forward
race, and first prize—a gold breast-pin—in the mile
backward race; and Anderson first prize in the half-
mile forward race. Prescott is now virtually the
<hampion skater of the county.

Al Foors Day.—Mr. S——, walking briskly on
the Railway track encountered a popular professor.
Prof. (warningly), “ Mr. S—~ you had better not go
eny further on the track.” Mr. S——(vnsuspectingly)
“Why not prof.?’ Prof. (solemnly)*There is a crow on
the track.” S—— smiled feebly and resumed his walk
wishing the prof. and the crow at the antipodes.

Ox the cvening of the 10th inst., the Literary
Society resolved itself into & mock parliament, with
J. W. Tingley as Speaker. A very animated discuss-
ion took place over a resolution brought down by the
government, condemning Protection as a political
principle and especially its application to Nova Scotia.
The principle speakers were :

Gov. Opposition.
H. T. Ross, (Leader) H. 8. Freevay, (Leader)
S. L. WALKER, J. A. Forb.
'W. B. HGTCHESON, C. H. Day,
F. Brars, G. R. Wurs,
A. S. MiLLER, E. Conrx.
H. B. Swirn.

'd

Tug inatriculating class of H. C. Academy seem td
snjoy life on the hill. On the 26th ult., they indulged
in the luxury of a class supper. Though a spirit of
solemnity prevailed owing to the unexpected leaving
of one of their number,—Mr. C. A Shaw, the sumptu-
ousness of the repast, the maiden responses to the
various toasts, and the excellent music provided by
Mi. E. P. Fletcher cheered the hearts and stimulated
the emotions of all ; while each one declared that class
suppers were & “ grand institution.”

RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED TO THE. SOPHS:
The other night when starg were bright
And eyes were brighter far O,

Reception time made hearts so 1i8ht
That nought our joy could mar Os

From Chipman Hall we started all

1 fours, and: threcs, and twos O,
‘We reached the Sem. and at the door
We cast our rubbe: shoes O.

‘Within we hade farewell to care
And books and study hours O,

And wandered round with happy air
As if in Eden’s bowers O.

i But plessures are like jes spread,”’
As soon we knew too WOBOS’P P

Some wicked boys with stealthy tread
Had “ played us all a sell” O,

L - * * - * -

Said K-- to P—, let’s have a lark
And drive away the blues O,

All right, says P~ let's go at dark
And scaticr rubber shoes-O.

At dark they came, on mischicf bent,
‘When all was joy within O,

They snatched the shoes and quickly sent
Them here and there like sin (6

TrE Sophs. recently met around the festive board,
in the room of Mr. J. W. Porter, and engaged in
convivialities according to a programine provided by
a select Committee of their ¢ Class Bociety.” Mr. E.
R. Morse presided during the evening. The work of
demolition ended, these seekers after knowledge turned
their attention from physical to mental pleasures, and
toasts and music wero announced as being in order.
The music came from the violin of a class mate, Mr.
R. W. Ford. Toasts to «“ Our College,” * Our Fellow-
students,” “8ister Colleges,” &c., were proposed and
heartily responded to. The testimony of an outsider,
who was disturbed by the mild applause, is, that  the
Sophs. must have said a great many good things, or
appreciated a great many bad things.”

Such gatherings tend to cement classes still more
firmly together, and our friends of ’87 have, asis
cvident, already reaped benefit in this way.



