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THE PRESBYTERIAN.,

FEBRUARY, 1866.

"NIVERSARY
Meetings of
the Religious So-
cieties are now
so firmly estab-
) lished in Mon-
17,

& treal that they are
looked forward to

) as marking that
(‘) period of the year
;> when every bene-
volent emotion is
stirred up within

the outward mis-
ery that seeks re-

often still decper misery, which conceals
itself from the eye, until sought out and
| tended by the cares of those who, actuated

by Christian sympathy, go about doing

good. Much of the misery existing in
large cities is, undoubtedly, owing to dissi-
pation; although it would be very wrong
ito attribute it altogether to this cause,—

“many deserving families being reduced to
D t~ ]

distress from circumstances entirely beyond
their own control. These Anntversary
meetings, therefore, do good in this respect,
that they are a standing rcbuke to the
scoffing of men who charge the active mem-
bers of the Religious Societics, thus annu-

ally brought together, with secking the

good of distant savages, with desiring to
supply tracts to the poor instead of clothing,
and Bibles instead of bread, when it is
found that the very men who are most
desirous to spread the traths of the Gospel
at kome and abroad, are also the very men
who arc known to be most heartily at work

in providing rlief for the hungry and the °

naked. In other respects, too, they arc
worthy of being continued, not to blazon
abroad the charity and goed deeds of those
who take part in them, but as a milying

point for Christian incn and women where |

us at the sight of .

licf, and at the -
reports of what is -

those can meet who throughout the year

may bave been labouring in different de-
| partments, to show by their united action
i that though divided in name they are one
Pin heart. Throughout the week devoted
* to these meetings the attendance appeared
' to increase and the interest to deepen with
' each succeeding meeting; the meetings of
" the Auxiliary Bible Sccicty aud the French

Canadian Missionary Society being, as has
. been usuaily the case, crowded to excess,—
. reminding those who have enjoyed the
- privilege of being present at the May Mect-
ings in London, of the grand gatherings at
* Excter Hall, rather than an assemblage
* likely to be met with in 2 colony. Besides
the Canadian speakers, there were friends
from a distance, and somc of the officers
* now in garrison here, who added much by
their presence and addresses to the interest
of the proceedings.  Chicfly noteworthy,
from the history of his conversion, was the
Rev. Mr. Orestes, from Mexico, who by
¢ reading the Bible had been led to change
i his creed and to sacrifice a high position.
worldly wealth and the regard of his co-
religionists, believing it to be better to
suffer with the people of God than to enjoy
* the pleasures of sin for a scason.  Mr. Riley,
" from Santiago, Chili, who translated the ad-
¢ dress of Mr. Orestes, was himselfan instance
; of the cffects of true and living faith, ashe
1 hasgiven not only his means but also him-
self to carry abroad the great truths of the
Gospel.  There were also speakery from
the United States who were cordially wel-
comed, and whose presence showed that,
whatever jenlousies may exist between the
two countrics on political topics, there isa
hearty dispesition to recognize cach other’s
cfforts in the great cause of truth. These
meetings tend aiso to keepalive an interest
in the dificrent means adopted for evangel-
! jzing the world. and not only do good to
the city in which they are held, but cxer-
cise a reflex influcnce over, and cven be-
vond. the whele Province.  Men's hearts

A mre —v s s . —eere
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are stirred within them as it is scen what
one society after another has to show
of successes achieved, or failures and their
causes pointed out; and cfforts that would
otherwise languish and die out, or only
exist as a weak and almost powerless agen-
¢y, receive new accessions of strength, and
are afforded means to extend their useful-
ness. Men are there brought eye 0 cye,
and face to face ; their days of toil and
anxiety, it may be often of disappoinunent
at the little success which attends their
sclf-denying undertakings, are relieved by
the cvident sympathy which awaits them
from many who then only ocan show by
their presence that they are taking an
interest in the cause advocated.

An instance of the good effected by the
publicity given by the Anniversaries, was
afforded at the mecting of the Sunday
School Union, at which one gentleman of-
fered to contribute one-tenth of the sum
necessary to maintain another agent, pro-
vided other nine could be got to give the
rest, his attention having been attracted to
the statement in the report, of the inade-
quacy of onc agent to overtake the work
required to be done throughout the Pro-
vince. The sum of one thousand dollars
was also offered as a contribution to-
wards the building of a Bible House.
It is much to be regretted that the
Book aud Tract Society has been com-
pelled to abandon one part of the field to
which it had devoted itsclf, the very serious
loss which it has sustained in the colport-
age of books, rendering it necessary that it
should withdraw from this part of the
work, and confine its cfforts to Tract
distribution. Many a family in the less
settled parts of the country owe most of the
library they possess to the visits of the
Socicty’s colporteurs, and few can realize
the difficultics and discomforts, often the
rebuffs, the Society’s agents recoive in
prosccuting their journeys; the latter, how-
cver, giving place in most cases to a friendly
greeting at succceding visits. It is to be
carnestly desired that the wish expressed to
resume that ageacy, if circumstances per-
mitted, may be realised, and that a large
increase of income may be the result of the
public statement of the difficuliics of the
Society. The report of the week’s pro-
ceedings, which will be found in its appro-
priate place in this number, will, we have
no doubt, be read with interest. The
space at our disposal nccessitates the con-
densation of the speeches delivered, and
the annnal reports presented, but we have

endeavoured to give the substance of the
proceedings as faithfully as possible. The
facts brought out speak for themselves; the
statements appeal to the judgwent of our
readers, and we trust that the example
of what is doing by these and kindred
means may not be lost upon us as a Church,
or as a people, but that all may be stirred
to give more, to do more, and to pray more,
for the coming of that time when the
knowledge of the Lord may cover the carth
as the waters cover the chamnel of the
mighty deep.

ROBABLY one of the
severest rebukes that Dr.
Norman Macleod has
received for his utteran-

ces on the fourth command-

ment has been that given by
one of those who voted with
him at the last memorable
discussion in the Glasgow

Presbytery—the Reverend Mr. McQuis-

ten, minister of St. Matthew’s Church,

Glasgow, who, in 2 sermon lately preached

there, says explicitly that his chief rea-

son for voting as he did, was not se much
any difference of opinion with his brethren

against whom his vote was recorded, as a

chivalrous feeling of sympathy for one who

was threatened with popular clamour and
with the violence of religious coteries.

The sermon itself, even more so than the

specch of Mr. Charteris, condemns in the

strongest terms the extraordinary statement
of Dr. Macleod that the Decalogue was
abrogated—buried in the grave of Christ.

Mr. McQuisten, lecturing on the fifth

chapter of St. Matthew says:

In this chapter, then, our Lord takes up the
old law—the law that was given to them of
old—and what does He do with it? Does He
destroy it7 Does He say it is all exploded ?
Docs He make it null and void? The very
reverse—He fulfils it—Afills it full—expands it
10 a compass it never bad Yefore—suffuses it
with His own spirit, and makes it more divine
thaa cver it was. He Christianises the law :
throws it in more awful and gigantic propor-
tions before the world—gives it a length and
breadth that reaches into the thoughts and
intentsof the heart. Here is the sixth command-
ment—* Thou shait not kill.” In the strictly
Jewish form that law is obeyed when you do
not slay a man; Christ exacts a higher obe-
sddience. Not cnough, Iie ssys, that you donot
draw the sword and smite your fellow. You
only nced to be angry against your brother
withont cause and you break the law. It is
not the sweep of your armed hand that violates
the law—it can be violated by the movements
of your own heart—without overt act of
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violence. By them of old—by the old law—the | then, that we have in Christianity a curtsiled
terms of obedience are satisfied when the law | or mutilawed edition of God's commandments.
is obeyed in its letter, * but, I say unfo you,” | Let no one imagine that our religion is a soft,
there is a wider and broader meaning that goes | easy-going, kind of religion, which allows men
beyond the letter and takes coguisance of | a carte-blancke to fill up with any parts of the
men’s thoughts and desires. And thus our | law that may please them, and give the rest
Savioar goes on to expand the law—giving it | the go-by. It is far more strict and stern than
a more ample significance than it could have | Judaism, because it is far more comprehensive
in the eyes of those to whom it was first pro- | and spiritual.

mulgated. He says nothing about repeal— To come now to the Fourth Commandment.
says nothing of the law being obliterated. Qn | To this Commandment ! would apply the
the contrary, it is raised and transfigured and | remarke I have made on the Sixth Command-
glorified by His divine touch. Itis morc a law | ment. Christ did not abolish the Sixth, no
10w than ever—a better law, under the com- | more did he abolish the Fourth. Hedrove none
mentary which He has made upoun it, than Jew | of the Commandments out of the world; but
or Gentile possessed before Christ came. And | He took them and absorbed them into s higher
so of the other luws of the decalogue. Instead | and more spiritual system. He took the Com-
of being pared down and weskeped by Christ, | mandment,—* Thou shalt not kill,"—He
they are, on the contrary, charged full with a i absorbed it, and when from His hands it camo
far more weighty and a more spiritual signifi- | forth to the world agair it was this—* He that
cance. The law i3 not loosencd to us as | hateth his brother is a murderer.” He took
Christian men, not one jot or tittle has been | the Fourtk Commandment, prohibiting alt
diminished of our moral obligations to God by } labour oune day of the week, and when it
the introduction of Christianity. On the con- { emerges again in the practice of His inspired
trary, our Christianity has made these obliga- | Apostles, it is not only cessation from labour,
tions ten-fold greater—bas made that law far | which was the chief element in its original
more stringent by the extensiun of itg princi- | form, butit isalso a day of spiritual worship
ples to delicate shades of good and evil that | —2 day commemorative of His resurrection—a
were not brought forward at all ia the original | day for religious culture. 1t includes the Sab-
form of the law. So thatif anybody thinks, | bath of the Decalogue, as the higher exposition
from the discussions that have been lately | of the Sixth Commandment includes the Sixth
going on about this subject, that now at last { Commandment. It is not a Jewish day in any
we are going to have a fine, free, liberal sort ‘ proper sense of the word, it is a day of
of Christienity, which will let us all do as we , humanity—ncedful for humanity, and ncedful
like—hasing thrown overboard the command- | as long as humanity is what it is.

ments, and got rid of the troublesome burden I believe, then, that this command is of per-
of the law-—such a man is under a very great ] petual obligation—zthat, as interpreted by
mistake as to the nature of these discussions, | Christianity, it will last as long as the world.
and the paturc of Christianity itself. He has | In going back, then, to see what this command
read the Sermon on the Mount to very little | is, 28 related to me, & Christian man, I take my
purpose, who can find there anything like aboli- ! Christianity with me as interpreter. I do not
tion of God's cternal laws. 1 can't findit. 1| go back to the law as 2 Jew, leaping over
ficd there, on the contrary, the height, and ! Christiapity as though I had never beard of it.
depth,and length, andibreadth of God's law, set | I cannot go to the foot of Mount Sinai and
forth with a piercing, unecarthly splendour, that | stand there and listen, without consulting
throws even Mount Sinai into shade. ¢ For | Christ and His Apostics, to learn in what
even that which was made glorious had no } sense, and degree. and manoer I am to under-
glory in this respect, by reason of the glory | stand the commands hear. I must be guided
that excelleth.”  And I cannot understand how | by them in the conclusions I form. I must go
any onc can look on this picture, and look on | through the gate of Christianity in my approach
that, and then imagine that the law under | 1o the law.

Christianity has been abridged. Not abridge- In the Lord's day, then—tbis first day of the
ment, but enlargement, not contraction, but | week—I find the Sabbath of the decalogue
expansion, seems to me the process to which | reproduced, and something morc. It is not
the law has been subjected in its pessage | unclothed, but clothed upon with 2 moral
through Christianity. The stream of divine { mearing and a pathos which could not belong
revelation has not grown narrower as it rolls | to the Jewish Sabbath. 1t is by so much better
down through the ages, bas not lost any of its | than the Jewish as Christianity is better than
strength and volurae, or any of its clearness | Judaism,nnd as Christ's exposition of morality
ag it sweeps through the green pastures and | is more spiritual than the Decalogue.

rich plains of our goodly %eritage, but on the l And further, in this Lord’s day I have two
contrary, it flows on in a wider channel, gather- { things meeting together which prevent o
ing into its bosom « thousand tributaries, glid- § from speaking of the Decalogue as abolished,
ing on with & dceper serenity and o more | and prompt me rather to speak of it as absorb-
henvenly hue as it is fed by those * living ‘ cd or transfigured into & higher system.  And
waters” that have come down to it, not from | these two things are rest and worship. Rest—
Sinai, but from the Mount of Olives, living | I derive that from the Decalogue; worship—I
waters that have changed the narrow brook of | get that from Christianity. If itis asked—why
the far npland heights into n great and mighty = not be satisfied with the onc factor, worship,
river, the fertiliser and civiliser of cities and | which Christianity gives you, withont running
nations—*" & river whose streams make glad | away back to the Decalogue in order to import
the city of our God.” Let no one suppose, | this necessity of rest into vour idea of the
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Lord’s day? I answer—because I believe this
need of restis not an arbitrary thing which has
been created by command, but is something
founded on the everlasting necessities of human

nature, and, therefore, was commanded. 1

helieve the enactment of this law of rest is

based, oot on the nature of thiuygs, bui on the |

nature of man, and therefore is eternal, and
therefore also was promulgated from Mount
Sinai.

Holding these views, then, I cau easily speak .

of the Christian Sabbath or Lord’s day as being
a perpetual institute. It is perpetual whether
vou look at it from the Decalogue or from the
New Testament ; in the one direction getting
the idea of rest as a perpetual necessity for
the body—in the other getting the idea of
worship and communion with Christ as a per-
petual necessity for the spirit.

After shewing the change that has taken |

place in modern times, neeessitating a
certain amount of work on the

he warns agatnst coolly iumoring all these

things, and turning round fiercely to '

denounce some other violation practiced by
the poor or by the working classes.

universal principle which covers and absorbs
the whole Decalogue, and is the fulfilment
of the law, “ Do uuto others as you
would be doune by,” und continues,

There is a law of Christian expedicncy
which you must put into force—which you
must carry with you to interpret the law of the
Decalogue.  And there isa rare gift of com-
mon sense which you must also take with vou
and cmploy it in such 2 way as to reduce all
labour as mwuch as possible in your own
houschold and let vonr servants and others
get as much of that Sabbath rest to themselves
as is compatible with the necessities of haman
life. These are some of the things you must
do. and in the doing of them you will find
there i5 cnough of responsibility to occupy
your thoughts, and plenty of scope for tact
and judgment, and considerateness, and Chris-

tian love, to engage vour attention without .

traselling out of doors to inspect your neigh-
bours. -Selemn is your responsibility in
this matter, my brethren. You =and 1 shall
answer to God if we deprive any human being

unnccessarily of that rest and that worship -

without which the soul withers and loses all

vision of its Maker, and becomes stunted and -
his is the 1aw that doth |

dwarfed, and godless.
hedge you in with & commaad as loud and as
obligatory as that which pealed in Sinai—the

voice of Christ—* Whatsoever yc would that ,

men should do unto you, do you even so to
them.”

It is well that Mr. McQuisten has pub-
lished this sermon. Throughout the length
and breadth of the world where the English
language is spoken, infidels and Sabbath
breakers are triumphing over what they
belicve to be the adhesion of a strong
party in the Church of Scotland to the side

Sabbath, |

He .
advoeates the keeping in mind the grand -
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of Sabbath desecration. Whatever we
may think of the sincerity of Dr. Macleod,
it will hardly be disputed that he chose a
most unfortunate time to draw fine, wire-
" drawn distinetions, and raise subtle ques,
tions as to the authority on which the
observance of the Lord’s Day was founded.
. No man, we will venture to say, more
deeply regrets the consequences of the
; course he followed than does Dr. Macleod
himself; but if' men will, for the sake of
« effect, use striking expressions, bold
imagery, and antithetical turns of speech,
they must make up their minds to lose in
clearness what they may perhaps gain in
* cloquence. The much reviled Secotch
Sabbath, with its deathlike gloom, and
. puritanical stillness has been blessed of
God to the souls of His people. It is not
for flying tourists, newspaper correspondeats
who are forced to write smart things, and
. find it easier to caricature than to describe,
to hold up to ridicule and abhorrence that
blessed iustitution to which we owe somuch.
It may be very witty in Dr. Macleod, and
may excite the laughter of the thoughtless
as they hear him tell, as he so well can do,
of exaggerations of the feeling of reverence
for God's Holy Day; but the fecling of
disrespect on the part of those who would
fain throw off its restraints, needs no encou-
ragzement from one who can so well, dis-
pense with the incense of ignorant follow-
crs, throwing up their caps and cheering
to see their best safeguard swept away, and
its foundations undermined by one who
should have defended it to the last.

— -

LT a meeting of the Presby-
tery of Edinburgh, held
on the 27th of December,
the innovations introduced
by Dr. Robert Lec, of Gres-
friars Church, formed the
subject of a long debate.
Weshall content ourselves
at this time with giving an
! abstract of the discussion,
. without making further remarks on the
subject, to which we shall probably return.
' 1t is onc of the utmost importance to the
| well-being of the Church, and we prefer to
; put our readers in the first place in pos-
, session of the general scope of the remarks
+ of the various speakers. The motion was
| lost by twenty votes to fifteen, a decision
t
!

not come to on the merits of the question
itself, but from another consideration—the
opinion held by several of the members of
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Presbytery that the matter had been al-
ready adjudicated upon by the Church
Courts, and that it was not competent for
the Presbytery to reopen it without instruc-

from the Geveral Assembly. The
report of the debate occupies nearly six
columns of a Scotch paper, but all that was
really said can be put into very much sual-
ler compass.

+
Al
LAV

The Rev. Mr. Stewart, of Liberten, moved—

 Whereas the using of a Book of Prayers in
the celebration of pablic worship is contrary
1o the laws and usage of this Church; and
whereas it is generally reported that this prac-
tice is followed by the Rev. Robert Lee, D.D.,
minister in the Church of Old Greyfriars, and
that notwithstanding a judgment of the
General Assembly, of date 24th May, 1859, or-
dering Dr. Lee to discontinue the practice and
to conform in uffering up prayer to the present
ordinary practice of the Church: It is moved
that a committee be appointed to make all ne-
cessary inquiry as to the use of a Book of
Prayers in the corducting of public worship in

37

read prayere and a liturgical form. She hada
venerable and approvel liturgy, instead of the
spurious article lately introduced into the
Greyfriars Church. These were not times
when the laws of the Church were to be et at
nought; whoever did sc must take the conse-
quences. It was a time when the very cita-
dels were being attacked, not by the avowed

" enemies of religion and our Church, but by

ibe Church of Old Greyfriars, and to report, !

that the case may be dealt with according to
the injunction of the last General Assembly.”
This was met by an amendment moved by
Mr. Smith, of North Leith, that it was incom-
netent to take up the matter except through
*he intervention and aid of the General As-
sembly, which has come to a final judgment.
Mr. Stewart, in quoting the laws of the
Church with respect to uniformity in worship
and ordinances, said that the form of worship
therein referred to was the same which had been
obser- ed from the time of the coactment of the
Directory of Public Worship, in 16435, which
nad been recognised and referred to down to
very recent times by the Supreme Ecclesiastical
Court as the law' on the subject, and which,
with some trivial modifications, had secured
that uciformity of Public Worship which, till
the days of Dr. Lee, had been a distinguishing
characteristic of our Presbyterian Church. The
great object of the Directory was to obviate
the gricvance of the imposition of a liturgy,
the very form of the Directory and the direc-
tions, as to the topics to be kept in view in
prayer, shewing this. Besides they had a
Judgment of the General Assembly so late as
Mar, 1839, ordering Dr. Lee to discontinue
the use of a book of prayer in conducting
Dbublic worship, and to conform to the ordinary
practice.  Dr. Lee had not obeyed the injunc-
tiun, but had given an evasive answer, saying
that the General Assembly did not forbid the
use of a Prayer Book, but enly of a particular
book described.  So far from complying, there
had been printed this very year a Prayer Book,
to be obtaned in cvery bookseller's shop in
Edinburgh, bearing to be ®The Order of
Public Worship and Administration of Sacra-
ruenls, as used in the Church of the Greyfriars,
¥dinburgh, by Dr. Robert Lee, &c., &¢.” He
could not understand how Dr. Lec could recon-
cile his ordination vows with the practices he
bad introduced. There was reom enough in the
Church of England for those who preferred

those whom they were accustomed to regard as
their ablest defenders, and who would have
been supposed willing to sacritice everything
rather than apostatise from the faith once de-
livered to the saints of old, and to which they
bad in the most solemn maunner declared they
would adhere.

Mr. Scott, elder, seconded the motion, and
the Rev. Mr. Smith, having moved his amend-
ment in a very few words, it was seconded by
the Rev. Mr. Wallace, who contended that the
reading of prayers was not onrly not contrary to
the 1aw and usage of the Church, but had al-
ready been constructively authorised by the Ge-
neral Assembly.  If there was a law to con-
demn the reading of prayers it equally applied
to the reading of scrmons, as botis stood on the
same basis.

The Rev. Ranald McPherson thought that
the question really was, whether an individual,
while enjoying the status and emoluments of o
minister of the Church of Scotland, could vio-
late its laws and usages with impunity, and
that, too, after his practices had been judicial-
1y investigated, and pronounced by the highest

: authority in the church to be unconstitutional

me e cmr. e———— e - — -

-t - m——— e e b -

and illegal. What he objected towas not the usc
of a service book per se, but the subversion of
the order prescribed by competent authority, to
make room for a farrago of novelties. Heurged
the Presbytery to do onc of two things. Either
openly take their share of the responsibility of
urging this movement forward, if they ap-
proved of Dr. Lec's course, or clse to abandon
the policy of reticence and finally to grasp the
reins of government by an unflinching admin-
istration of the laws of the Church.

The Rev. Mr. Cumming, believing inquiry
unnecessars, the facts being already before
them, would vote against the motion. The
conduct of the P’resbytery, too, in allowing the
Actof 1859 to remain in abeyance for six years,
and the unanimity of the congregation in ques-
tion, induced him also to tahke this course; al-
though his feclings might go the other way
were the matter to come before him judicially.

The vencrable Dr. Muir, who, from fecble-
ness of hcalth, has not been for the last two
vears present at meetings of the Presbytecy,
said that only his feeling of anxiety on the sub-
ject had brought him there that day, to raise
his fecuse voice to make as strong and serious
a protest as words could make against what
was now going on, instigated by the sinister in-
fluences of the great caemy of the Church of
Christ—Satan himself. le felt if they persist-
ed as they were doing, that dhis blesssd institu-
tion of ours, which, through grace, had been
50 serviceable, ge.cration after gencration, was
now about to be destroyed. e loved to bear
his protest upon the side of the precious stan-
dards of the Ghurch—those standards which,
in bis opinion, were the most cxact voice of
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God’'s Holy Word, and be loved to bear his
testimony to our precious system of public
worship—-simple in the form of it—nothing in
it that comes between the soul and Christ, the
object of the soul’s worship, but all in it that
is away from intricate liturgical ceremonials—
all in it that will lead to the accomplishing of
that which our blessed Saviour told us we were
to aim at in public worship—the worshipping
of God who is a Spirit, in spirit and in truth.
He held that the right of private judgment was
sacred, ard if he saw cause to change his mind
he would do so, ar.d no man should prevent
him from uttering his opinion, nor had any
man a right to endeavour to force him into a
compliance with his views and practices. But
was any man entitled tomake changes—serious
changes—to use influences that were in his opin-
ion subversive of the doctrinal standards of the
Church, and serving to deform the worship of
the Church contrary to the principles of the
Church, was that individual to continue still
within the bounds of the Church? There was
room for him without, where he would meet
with those who thoroughly conformed to his
opinions, and sentiments, and practices.

The Rev. Dr. Crawford, on the ground that
the Assembly and Presbytery had tacitly
sanctioned Dr. Lee’s proceedings, opposed the
motion.

The Rev. Dr. Macfarlane could not under-
stand the position taken by Dr. Crawford, that
because a wrong doing had been permitted to
go on unchecked for a time, it must go on for
a lifetime. The evil might increase so that
they could no longer wink at it. Onec inno-
vation had been added to another, not urged
by the people, but pressed on by a set of men
who were determined to have their own way ;
and this book, which had once been a simple
prayer book used by the Doctor himself, wasnow
put into the hands of *he people, hypbened off,
as it was called, to show the people when the
responses came in.  Was this obedience to the
church or anything like it; and when they saw
the evil results likely to arise from these inno-
vations, and when ministers were so far for-
getful of the duty they owed to their people,
that for the sake of some paltry innovation,
they would separate their congregations into
two, and vote. discuss, and tear the congrega-
tions asunder for a paltry thing of this kind, it
wags high time the church were cailed upon to
interfere. Plant a liturgy in any parish
church in the country, and were a heritor
to refuse to pay his share of the stipend on
the ground that the minister there was not a
minister according to the law of the Church of
Scotland, he believed he would bave a goed

e.

Mr. Alexander Ramsay, clder, said that the
congregation of Greyfriars was unanimous in
this matter, and that there was no pandering
to o fashionable audience as had been main-
tained ; it was composed of what, he hoped,
were intclligent and sensible people.

The Rev. Mr. Gray thought the Presbytery
had done its duty in bringing the matter before
the General Assembly, which scemed to have
no desire to press this matter to extremities.
He did not say whether Dr. Lee had made an
improvement or not, but if there was no break-
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ing up of the harmony of congregations, he
thought they were safe to do as the General
Assembly evidently intended—te leave the
matter to congregations where they wera
unar imous. e agreed with Dr. Muiras to the
righi of private judgment, but thoughtitshould
be cerried so far as to allow each man tojudge
whetaer he ought to remain in the Church of
Scotland or not.

Rev. Mr. Stevenson supported Mr. Stewart's
motion. The use of & prayer book was un-
doubtedly an innovation. If they allowed the
people to become accustomed tothis they would
soon have them calling for a universaal liturgy.

Colonel Eddington, elder, said the reading of
prayers was clearly against the law of unifor-
mity. If any change was madeit must be uni-
form, it could not be permitted in one church
without being ordered in all the churches.

The Rev. Dr. Lee contended that the uni-
formity in question alluded to Presbyterian
worship as opposed to Episcopalian worship—
the actsof Assembly not being directed against
a liturgy or read prayers, but against the Book
of Common Prayer. The General Assembly
was not so presumptuous as to condemn itsown
practice continued during eighty years; did
they intend to condern John Kuox and his fol-
lowers? They did not, for there was a careful
ahsence from any word or insinuation which
might bring discredit npon the true traditions
and legitimate practices of the Church of
Scotland, which consisted among other things,
in reading prayers. He had beard & great
deal of denunciation, but he asked gentlemen
present to quote the laws to which they referred.
Did they not know that the church began with
aliturgy, that every man read his prayers—that
the last prayer in which John Knox joined was
rend--ang that there was not one act or authori-
tative proceeding, either condemning or dis-
countenancing the reading of prayers, although
there were plenty ngainst read sermons. Ac-
cording to his understanding, & liturgy was a
publis document sanctioned by the public, and
imposcd upon all the ministers of the church.
John Knox's liturgy had the same character
although not enforced with tbe same strictness.
Because a man read his own prayers, was that
therefore a liturgy. He was astonished at their
confusion of ideas. He belicved that the dis-
use of reading prayers had introduced the worst
features of a liturgy—tameness and repetition,
many roen not being capable of extermnporaneous
speaking, and so approximated to a liturgy by
their very horror of read prayers. If theread-
ing of prayersforfeited the Establishment, what
effect had the reading of secrmons? The pre-
tence was simply ridiculous and pitiful. He
regarded Dr. Piric’s Act as totally illegal and
incompetent. It téok away the right of ap-
peal in certain cases, and revolutionised the
relations in which kitk sessions stand to
Presbyteries, denuding these latter courts of
their constitutional rights and powers. With
regard to the decision of 1859, he did endeavour
to comply with it, according to his under-
standing of it. e had made various atterapts
to carry on public worship without a book. He
tricd to repeat all the prayers from memory;
he took notes with him and bungled the service ;
then he wrote out the notes larger and larger-—
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simply to assist his memory—and this issuedin
the composition of a new book. Thioking it
to be & mere quibble to read from manuscript
instead of a printed book, he printed, and the
more o as it contained a proper selection of
the psalls and paraphbrases for singing.
it was with that view primarily that the
book got into the hands of the congregation.
As to the response “ Amen " at the end of the
prayers, be did not think it required the
authority of the Church courts to recommend
a practice which was sanctioned by the Uld
Testament, and by the New cxpressly. le
thought it would have been too ridiculous to
come to osk them whetber they thought be
ought to do & thing which they all ought to
do and to teach their congregations to do.

After a few words from the mover, & division
took place, 20 being for the amendment and 15
for the motion.

UR readers are aware that
we take some interest in
our Presbyterian breth-

ren in Sherbrooke and its

neighbourhood. On_several
occasions we have brought
their claims prominently for-
ward, and it was once our
misfortune in dealing with
the subject to have a difference with the

Rev. D. H. MacViear, of the Capada

Presbyterian Church, rezarding the doings

of his denomination 1n Sherbrooke.

The article below is copied from the
Sherbrooke Freeman, and we transfer it to
our columns with much pleasure, because
it fully bears us out in the view which we
have always taken in this matter. We
now have in Sherbrooke a comfortable and
commodious church, with a very encour-
aging attendance. On Sunday the 20th
January, when the church was opened,
the members present exceeded one hundred
and fity. The number of communicants
on the roll is forty-nine, of whom nearly
onc-half were present at the communion,
notwithstanding a very stormy day and
roads very bud.

We feel greatly encouraged at this state
of matters, and hope that we shall continue
to go on and prosper in Sherbrooke. With
the church crected, and a resident minister
always at work, we ought to succeed.
There is no other resident Presbyterian
minister in Sherbrooke, nor any other
Presbyterian church in the town, although
gtated services are still continued in a hall
by different ministers and missionaries of
the Canada Presbyterian Church. Qur

readers know that, in our judgment, these |

services ought to be discontinued, and the
field left to us, particularly as there are in
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the neighbourhood of Sherbreoke many
vacant places where religious services are
greatly needed.

Ox Sunday last the First Presbyterian
Church, Sherbrooke, was opened by divine ser-
vice, morning and evening, conducted by Rev.
T. G. Smith, Melbourne. The attendance on
both occasions was large, notwithstanding the
unavoidable absence of a large number of the
peopie to whom Rev. Mr. Evans ministers. Too
much credit cannot be given to the latter
gentleman for the arduous and uaremitting zeal
and cnergy he bas manifested in establishing
the ficst Presbyterian Church in this Town,
Concerning Rev. Mr. Smith's pulpit instruc-
tions, it is only necessary to say that be spoke
with his usual eloquenee, faithfulness and
power. The music was very good. The build-
ing both in its outward appearance and inter-
nal arrangements, does credit to the taste of
the building committee, and the skill of the
mechanics «ho did the work. The building
will accommodate three hundred persons, but
by removing the unccessarily comniodious ante-
room and vestrics, and erccting galleries, for
which the lofty ceiling gives cvery conve-
nience, the building can be made to accommo-
date more than twice that number. The land
connected with the church is very valuable,
being in about the centre of the Town, and
affording one of the most picturesque views
which our beautiful Town presents. We feel
assured they will accomplish a very desirable
work for this Town and surrounding country.

In forwarding the above information,
Mr. Evans says:

I oeg also to express the deep indebtedness
of the congregation of Sherbrooke to Rev. T.
G. Smith, of Mclbourne, for the sclf-sacrificing
and unswerving zeal with which he has labour-
cd to cstablish our Church in this place; as
also the libersl response which was given to
our appeal forassistance by the several congre-
gations which I visited:

Coranwall, §71.00; Martintown, $53.55; Wil-
liamstown, $76.85; Laucaster, $78.50; North
Georgetown, $79.50.

¢)f the copiributions procured by Mr. Smith
towards this and other objerts, in connection
with the Eastern Townships Mission, a full
statement will be given in the annual report to
be published as usnal in the spring.

Yours respectfuliy,
Joseru Evaxs.

We insert in this number another article
from the pen of the Rev. Robert Camnpbell,
and we are promised a conununication from
him for next month as well.

These articles are written with, we think,
a very good intention, and deserve a care-
ful perusal.  They are also very long,
which is a pity ; but perhaps Mr. Campbell
cannot help that. We greatly fear that our
Rev. correspondent is getting into the
habit of grumbling or finding fault,—a
dangerous habit to indulge in, for it may
become necessary to his peace of mind

[ ]
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That the whole of the ministers were paid
for last half year he does not make a
matter of complaint ; but asitis necessary
to complain of something, he oddly enough,
complains of the Board of Temporalities,
that they do not promise to pay all the
ministers for next half year also.

We do not profess to speak on behalf of
the Board, but we may remind Mr. Camp-
bell that they canrot make bricks without
straw, nor can they pay the ministers with-
out money. We think that we may safely
promise, on behalf of the Board, that they
will use every exertion to pay the ministers
for, not only, next half year, but for every
future half year; and we are equally safe
in prophesying that unless Mr. Campbell
and other ministers come forward to assist
the Board, by obtaining contributions from
their congregations, all the ministers, most
certainly will not be paid. Butweare strong
in the belicf that both ministers and people
will assist the Board, and so relieve them
from any difficulty as to the means where-
with to pay. We think that Mr. Camp-
bell’s privileged friend is in error when he
says that the ten privilezed ministers were
ever recognised by the gwovernment.  They
never were recognised ; and their claim to
be paid arises out of the terms on which
the late Board of Clerzy Reserve Commis-
sioners handed over the moneys in their
hands to their successors the present Board
of Temporalitics. One of the conditions
of the transfer was that the ten men should
be paid; and the Board must adhere, in
disposing of the moacy, to the terms on
which it was placed in their hands. The
Board did not make the terms, but the
Synod approved of them. We entirely
agree with Mr. Campbell in urging not only
upon the ten privileged mivisters, but upon
all the commuting ministers as well, the
duty which they owe to their less favoured
brethren of endeavouring to obtain from
their congregationsJiberal collections in aid
of the Temporalitics Fund.  These minis-
ters should not rest contented with being
themselves secured—they should try to do
something for those who are not so for-
tunate.

Some of our friends, in whose judgment
we place considerzble reliance. think that
we should not publish these articles from
Mr. Campbell.  We take a different view.
It is our desire that all parties in the
Church should be heard through our
columns. As far as we are concerned, we

would give considerable latitude in the : y\4 516 us of our mistake, and we shall

. and adhcrents.

discussion of matters that affect the interest -

of the Church, and we would let every one
have a fair hearing. We never knew any
good come of attempts to suppress opinion,
or to prevent inquiry. Free discussion
brings out both sides of a question, and
enables men to formm a true and correct
opinion.

In our last issue we briefly addressed
our readers on the subject of their subscrip-
tions. Some years ago we found ourselves
heavily in debt. Thanks to the exertions of
our friends, we paid our debt, and were able
to contribute a trifle out of profits to one of
the schemes of our Church. And with the
encouragement we then obtained we raised
our paper from a plain sheet to a magazine,
endeavouring to give our subser*bers some-
thing of a more permanent character and
more presentable appearance. At the same
time. too, we tried to improve the matter of
our journal, to make it more of interest to
cvery member of the family, as well to those
‘vho, long attached to our Church, delighted
to peruse the recerds of its progress, as to
the young whose education in its principles
we sought to further.

We have been weli supported, and hence
we do not like to individualise. DBut we
cannot forbear to say that we have felt ot
least pecuniarily the death of one of our
best friecnds—the late Mr. John Kingan.
For no object but to dischurge his duty
and to aid the Church, he exerted himself
daily for the Presbyterian. We miss his
managing mind, his personal exertions and
his persistent zeal in our cause. We are
not now secking to culogize him, but to tell
our fricnds that by his loss we are the
actual sufferers.

Once more we are in debt to our pub-
lisher. OQOur books show plenty of assets,
put we arc in want of funds. We are
sending this month to each subscriber his
account, and we trust next month will
enable us to get rid of our anxieties.

The Preshytcrian now has too limited a
support. We want more subscribers, that
we may extend our usefulness, improve
our pages, and possibly do something more.
Shall our magazine that has existed so

. many years in Canada, stand still? We

hope not. We think we are justified in
leoking for an annually increasing support
and interest.

We leave the matter with our subscribers
If any crror be found by
a subscriber in his account, we trust he will
not (like some) discontinue his paper,

at once rectify it.
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St. Gabriel Street Church, Montreal,
continues to be supplied by the Presbytery,
having been taken charge of by a commit-

tee. The Rev. Dr. Mathieson, Rev. Dr. |
Jenking, and the Rev. Messrs. Ferguson, ;

Fraser, Cochran, and T. G. Smith have
officiated witha fair attendance. The pros-
pects are very favourable. The Sabbath
School is also 1ncreasing in numbers, there
being eight teachers now engaged in this
work, who have laid out a considerable sum
for a library.

We are glad to learn that negotiations
are now going on which will end, we hope,
in the appointment of an agent for the
Schemes of the Church. We trust that
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we shall be able in our next number to
make a gratifying announcement on this
subject.

Our notices of new books and several
interesting papers, must lie over till next
month. Some delay has taken place in the
issue of this and the preceding number,
for which we must apologise.

We apologise for several typographical
errors in our last issue. To our notice of
Principal Tulloch's address the printer added a
paragraph baving reference to the scheme of
Sunday School Lessons, instead of putting it
in its proper place. The other errors were so
apparent that we need not refer to them.

Hetvs of aur Ehuee).

—

RESBYTERY OF MON-
TREAL.—Missionary Meet-
ings have lately been held,

by appointment of Presbytery, in
most of the congregations within
the bounds. We bave received
the following reports of four of
these meetings, and hope to getre-
ports from the remaining charges
for our next issue.

Hewuinerorn.—The meeting here was largeiy
attended. The minister presided, and & most ef-
ficient choir gave a pleasing and successful va-
riety to the proceedings. The speakers were the
Rev. Dr. Muir, of North Georgetown, the Rev.
Mr. Masson of Russeltown Flats ; and the Rev.
Dr. Jenkins. A collection was taken up.

Russetows Frars.—Here also was a large .
meeting, presided over by the Minister of the -

parish, and addressed by Drs. Muir and Jenkins,
and the Rev. James Patterson.

whose aim, for the coming year, will be chiefly
to collect the sum required to be contributed to
the Temporalities Fund by each congregation,
whose Minister is in the receipt of £50. A
collection was also taken up at this meeting.

Beecn RinGe.—The meetingbere was beld in
the morning. The Rev. Mr. Macdonald, the
Minister of the Parish presided, and the speakers
were Drs. Muir and Jenkins, and the Rer. Mr.
Masson. Here also an intention wasespressed
to form a Lay Association, and a collection was
taken up.

NortH GEORGETOWN.~— The weather was

A Lay Asso- .
ciation was formed at the close of the meeting,

stormy, and this may have affected the size of
the congregation, but the meeting was an in-
teresting tone, and tha collection considerably
in excess of last year’s. Dr. Muir presided, and
Messrs. Patterson and Masson and Dr. Jenkins
gave addresses. The singing was conducted
by the children, led by Mr. John Muir, and was
very cffective. A Lay Association was formed.
Itis not doubted thatthe congregation through
it will at once raise at least the sum required
for the Temporalities Board, and evenutally
extend their contributions to the other Schemes
of the Church.

We are unable to report the precise amount
collected at each meeting, but understand that
the aggregate sum exceeded £10. Not a
i large sum, but wc believe it is more than twice
" as much as was contributed in the same places
“ last year. We attach great importance to the
formation of Lay Associations.

Presayvrery oF OtTawa—The usual quar-
terly meeting of this Court was held in St.
Andrew’s Church, Ot uwa, on Wednesday,
the 10th January. The members presentwere :
the Rev. G. D. Ferguson, Moderator; Messrs.

Spence, Canning, White, Sieveright, Mullan, and
‘ Smith, ministers; and James Anderson, Esq.,
clder.

The Rev. H. J. McLardy, lately Minister of
Woodstock, New Brunswick, being present, was
introduced by Dr. Spence, and cordially wel-
comed by the Presbytery. It was moved by
Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Sieveright, and
unanimously agreed to, that in accordance with
the papers laid upon the table, Mr. McLardy be
received as Dr. Spence’s Assistant, and be em-
powered to perform the duties of an ordained
. Minister.
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_In virtue of his position as Dr. Spence's As-
Sistant, Mr. McLardy was cordially invited to
take part in the deliberations of Presbyters.

A communieation was laid upon the table
from the Rev. Alex. McDonald, B.A., licentiate,
praying the Presbytery to grant him a certifi-
cate of ftransference to the Presbytery of
Toronto, as he was about to be settled over the
Congregation of Nottawasaga. Mr. McDoneld's
request was granted.

The Rev. N. Millar, ordained Missionary
within the bounds, being present, gave a verbal
report of his labours in South Gower and
Mountain, since the last meetiags of Presbytery.
The Presbytery agreed to receive the Report,
and appointed Mr. Millar to preach in South
Gower and Mountain, during the nest four
Sabbaths.

‘The Convener of the Committce appointed at
the last meeting of Presbytery to take steps
towards the opening of a station for divine
service in some suitable locality within the
limits of the city of Ottawa, with a view of
forming a second charge, reported that in con-
sequence of Dr. Spence having obtained the
services of an Assistant, the Committee had
dene nothing.

The Presbytery reccived the Report, and
agreed to leave, at present, the matter of
Church extension in the city of Ottawa, in the
hands of the Kirk Session of St. Andrerws.

The Committce on arrangements for fis-
sionary Mectings, lIaid before the Presbytery a
scheme for hiolding Missionary Meetings in the
watious Congregations within the bounds,
which was approved of.

Dr. Spence, iotending to visit Scotland,
applied for leave of absence for tho space of
four months. The Presbytery unanimously
agreed to grant Dr. Spence’s request, and sin-
cerely wished him a pleasant visit to his native
1and, and a safe returan.

Various other items of business, chicfiy of 2
Toutine mature, having been mnsacted, the
Preshytery adjourned to meet in St Andrew’s
Gharch, Qltawa, on the sccond Wednesday of
NMay, =t ten o'clock forenoon, and this Jict was
closed with prayer, by the Modemator.

AlEnG At Lasaus.—A meeting was held in
St Andrewschurch, Lanask, on theerening of
the 10th inztant, presided over by the Rew. J.
Wilson, when addresses were delivered by the i
Rev. DL J. Mcloear, on ** the claims of the Minis-
uy to adequate support ;™ by the Res. D, Me-
Nozine, on the dosirines, dulics, and position
of the Church of Scotland in Cannda; by Alex- |
ander Mosds, Feq., on the Missions of the
Charch; and by e Rev. D. Morrison of Brock- |
<ille, on Chiistian fmitfulness.

The attendance was respectable; and the
meeling 2 successfal oac.

We understand that the Preshytery of Perth f
are engaged in boldisg 2 serics of Urese micet-
ings in Wkir sevem) congregations, and arc .
coavineed, Jadging by the meclings Wold here,
that e remlt will prote aatisfzetory in U
adrancemnent of the varjons cfotts inwhich the
Presbyiery is eagaged.

Botvve oF Nxx Maxss av Rovrarw—
The Manse of the congregations of Melazb |
and Horton, bxviag beca burned dowm last o
sammer on 2 Sablath moraing, & mecting of
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church members was called in Renfrew some-
timo ago, for raising moncy 1o erect a new
one, and subscriptions called for, when all
assembled, mostly respectable farmers, placed
their names opposite sums of from $50 and $40,
in large numbers, down to $30 and $20.
This shows an enlarged spirit among the ad-
herents of the Presbyterian Church of Canada
(Estzblished) in this section, and an apprecia-
tion of their pastor’s ability. Advertisements
have already been issued for tenders to put up
the pesw building.

St. Axprew's Cntren, Priceviiie—About
the cnd of December, 8 soiree was held in this
Church, with the view of procuring means for
the purchase of & bell. The success of the
soirce was extremely gratifying. It exceeded, in-
deed,every thing of the kind which has everbeen
attempted in the Township of Artemesia, and
surpassed thoe bighest expectations of its zeal-
ous promoters. Jn accordence with the de-
signed object, n bell has been obtnined
at the cost of about8150. Tho “instrument
of alarmn,® arrived last night, quite safe and
sound. 1t wasbrought,ia asleigh, through the
village of Priceville, by o body of men, some
twenty in number, who took special pleasure
in proclaiming its arrizal, by continually chim-
ing it, at what might, oth:erwise, be called sn
unseasonable hour. Not a few of the auld
Rirk adherents, ss well as others, exhibited
their satisfaction at the success of the move-
ment, by joining to-day to zid in the erection

' of tho instrument on s proper basis, the beifry

of St. Andrew’s Auld Kirk of Scotlaad.

I must be gratifying 1o the friends of the
Church, and others of all denominations, to
know that the hopes entertained on this score
have been folly accomplished. We cannot be
silent as to the very laudable part which was
taken by one prominent member of the Church,

. D. Laundon, the worthy Postmaster of the
village, at whosce instigation the fitst movement
was made, and through whose cfiorts it hias
been so suceessfully carricd out. It would be
well for the cause of our Church were there
many more mea iike Mr. Landon, to shew an
cxample of zeal, accompanied with knowledge.
Tt should alse be remembered hat Pricerille can
coant onls cight summers since the fitst tree
was felled on the sitc of the m:]r: ;!x:ivilng and
rapidls progressing willage, and that the con-
gnpgazs;og o?g. Andrew's Chusch never bad
the pritilege of the Izbours of a seitled Pastor
among them,  This must be deemed to e the
resalt of their owa sjwatantous ciforts, which
when taken in conjunclion with the fact that
they have, duriag the past yeasn expended woy
less than S300 on Chareh maticrs mast show
a2 good deal of altachment, lo the Charch
of heir fathers, aad nota little perseverance
in Uit aUackment even i b face of
difSenliy and Girconmagement. Lot the people
of the hackwoods of Canada Tegand this asan
index of what it is possible to accomplish even
thete, and Take the best wie of the example
niew given ; lot Ure inhabitanis of long settlcd
and thriving townskipe follow iLwith alrerity.
Then, ¥ the wilderndss wnd the solitary places
wiil be plad beeanse of them and the desert
shall rejoice and blogsom as e roec.”
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PRrESENTATION.~T0550R0NTIO AND MOLMUR.—
On New Year's Day last, three young ladies, re-
presenting the congregation of Tossorontio,
and two young ladies, as representatives from
the congregation of Mulmur, called upon the
Reverend A. McLennap, their minister, and,
after reading an address expressive of the re-
apect and esteem in which his people held him
a3 their Pastor, presented him with a purse con-
taining $85. Mr. McLennan replied, expres-
sing his thanks for their kindness. 1t was one
more to be added to the other encouragements
he had received to prosecute his work faithfully
among them, and he trusted they would con-
vey to the congregations his gratitude, and his
best wishes for their spiritaal and temporal
welfare.

Appress Axp Presestarion 10 THE Rev
Jony Gomrpoy, Grorcina.—On Wednesday, the
27th December last, o large number of the
members of the Presbyterian Church of Geor-
gina and North Gwillimbury, in connection
with the Church of Scotland, met their esteem-
ed Pastor, the Rev. John Gordon, 2nd presented
bim with a very affectionate address, togethber
with a handsome cutter, barness and buffalo
TObeS, a5 expressive of their affection, * esteem-
ing him (as they do) highly in love for his
works sake”

A suitsble repiy was read by Mr. Gordon,
expressive of his gratitude to the members of his
congregation for this testimony of their regard,
assuring them it would be anincentive to increa-~
sed zeal in the prosecution of his Master's work.

The zeply bore testimony to the cordial
fecling pervading =1l classes of professing
Christians in Georgina, and assured them of
his desire to assistin the cultivation of this
charitsble spirit.

It is plessing to find such a manifestation of
good feeling and affection coming from this
new congregation towards their pastor,—bhis
mmistry zmong them only commencing about
twelve months age.

Preses7aTIoON—DoreLas—It is our pleasing
duty 1 record oace of those evidences of attach-
zeat of 2 congregation to their minister which
shows their appreciation of his labours and the
tender nature of theties that connect pastor and
fiock. Oa the 13th day of January 2 pair of
balfalo robes of the value of 330 was prescated
by Daacaa Ferguson, Esq., in the name of the
Douglas coagregation to their minister, the Rev.
John K. McMorin. This, we believe, is not the
fizst token of regard Teceived by their pastor
from this congregation. Last winter & still
more valoable preseatation x2s made to him,
and of which we received no informaticn at
he time.

The firdd occupied by Mr. McMorin is sa
ardnous one, and requiring great physical exer-
woa. Nisgladdening tosee that he labours not
12 vain. Such are the Iaboarers required to Iay
the foandations of = church i this land westhy
of ag, as spruag from the tme-honoured Church
of Scotland; they should feel that they enjoy
e sympatkicsof thtir more favonred bretkren,
andall wholave the Charch, and that syapathy
sbecld e illastzated by a libernl stpport of
e Coatingent Mome Mission Fund. Letall
do gomething for the general canse, and rea
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our pioneers will feel that they are not neglect-
cd, and our Church by the blessing of God will
lengthen her cords and strengthen her stakes,
and God our God, our Father's God, will be
with her to bless her.

DosaTtions 7o Queey's CoLrece Musevy.—The
following donations have been made to the
College Museum since the last acknowledg-
ment:

1. Mr. James Ramage, Kingston, per Rev.
Dr. Williamson—3 large samples of auri~
ferous pyrites and quariz from Pike's Peak.

2. Very Rev. Principal Snodgrass—Chinese
coin; specimens of copper pyrites from
Acton Vale. .

3. Mr.T. M. Water, Pittsburgh—Indian pipe
and pottery from Pitisburgh township;
Fossil Peclen from the valley of the Ghick-
ahominy, Virginia.

4. Messrs. Chaffey Bros., Kingston—Speci-
mens of Cryvolite from Greenland.

5. Mr. C. T. Dapont, Menitonaning—Speci-
mens of nickel ore from the Wallace
Miae.

6. Mr. A.T. Drummond, B.A., London—A
collection of fossils, rccent shells and
fishes.

7. Dr. H. Yeomans and Mr. G. Ycomans,
Odessa—D)linerals, fossils and Indian anti-
quitics, being the collection of tho late
Professor Ycomans.

8. Mr. Oliver, Qttey Lake—Specimens of
phosphate of lime.

9. Rev. Dr. Williamson, Kingaton—Specimen
of pyroxenc crysinls.

10. Rev. John McMorine, Douglas—GCollee-
tion of rare Canadian planis.

1i. M. Cormack, Kingston—Specimen of
the spotted snake.

13, Rer. Nr. Geddie, Missionary on the Island
of Anciteum—Picce of matling manufac-
tured by the natives of the island.

Tuz ratk Jopx Brrer, Ese., Insrecior oF
Protestaxt Scnoois—We are sorry lo an-
nounce the death of this respected gentleman,
wkich occurred suddenly at Lachute, on the
19th of Januarr.

Air. Bruce emigrated fronr Scotland fo this
counlry about the Fear 1§23, and for many
reats taught o flourishing academy in Mon-
treal.  About twelve years ago Hic wWas ap-
pointed one of the Goverament lospectors of
I'rotestant Schools, and ke continued to dis-
charge the dutics of that important office, for
which he was particulazly well qualified, with
faithfolness and saccess until his death. e
was occupied doring the geeater patt of the
year in travelling over the large disiticl ca-
trasted $o his care, and resided for the remain-
der of the ycar at Mluntingdon.  Jie was for
more tan thitly years an clder of out church,
and was onc uf thuse who formed the Congre-
fation of St. Paul's ia Montrezl, and acled as
Session Glerk until be remnoved from the city.
Jic was alto enpaged in the work of Sanday
Schoolg, and was Sapezintendent for many
wears of SL Pacl's Sanday School. He was =
wman of known picty, and discharged ail the
datics of the Eldership with great fdelity. He
was on a towr of ingpection when his death oc-
coried, 2ad Xe was in theact of addressing the
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junior class in the College of Lachute, appar-
ently in his accustomed health, when he drop-
ped down and expired without uttering a word.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

There are many of our readers who knew Mr.
Bruce well, and will hear cf bis sudden deatl
with much regret.

THE REVEREND WILLIAM LEITCH, DD,
LATE PRINCIPAL OF QUEEN'S COLLEGE, KINGSTON.
(From Noimaw's British Americans.)

b N the antoemn of 1860 the ,
<\ writer was loitering on the
deck of one of the Canadian
steamships at Quebec, conversing |
with a lady whom on her arrival
from England he bad gone ex-
pressly to meet. Indicating by 2 ,
gesture a gentleman of benevolent
and clerical appearance, the lady |
remarked, ¢ That is the Reverend |
Dr. Leitch, a Presbyterian Minister, |
who has lately been appuinted to the office of |
Principal of Queen's College, Kingston.”  After |
i
'
)
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a further observation or two, the lady, with
some earnestness of manncr, added, the Ductor
was certainly **a very nice, and she feit sure |
must be a very good man, fur he was hind in
manncr, cheerful in disposition, and apparently
as happy as a Christian ought to be.” Xow we
belicve that the lady in question had not pre-
viously had the vpportunity of becoming per-
sonally acquainted with any onc in holy orders
except the clergy of the Church of which she
was a member.  We also fecl tolerably certain
that, until she keard the Reverend Doctor preach
on board of the Steamship, she had never been
present during the celebration of Divine Service
clsewhere than in churches of her own cummu-
nion. Morcover she had cvidently been beset
with the impression that Presbyterian divinity
was of a sad and dreary type, cold in its tem-
perature and uwnattractive in its forms. She
was apparcatly impressed with the notion that |
Presbyterian divines in Larmony with her idea |
of their divinity were men of stern aspect, who |,
having missed the reficction of the Divine be-
nignity, had only preserved the photograph of
the Divine frowa.

Now the Reverend Dr. Leitch in no respect
corresponded to the P'resbyterian type which
her fancy had sWetched. His manner was
necither harsh nor stern.  Iis appearance was
neither knotty nor scvere.  Chanty and cour-
tesy scemed o abide with him, and their pre-
Sence was as apparent in his conversation as it
was conspicuous in his chamcter. Nature
moreover lind been afflnent in her gifts, for his
appearance was irresistibly attmctive. He
looked not only like & good man, but hic looked
like a holy man. He carried his calling in his
face, nonc would doubt kis office who saw his
countenance. Uaalloyed happiness scemed to
drecll there, as if itreflecied the characterof one
whose soul, like the soul of the Psalmist, found
its chicl pleasure in blessing the Lord and
remembering His bencfits.  Jadging from bis
appearance only, Dr. Leitch might have been
sapposed to possess Lodily health, as well as
mental peace.  There was nothing to inform
the uninstracicd ¢ye of the extent to which the
suffering body hiad been made subservient o
the controlling mind, ncither could one sus-
pect that behind that vapour of spititaal |
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radiance, bright with the peace of God, which,
like an influence, scemed to surround his
character, there 1ay a load of misery which no
physician could remove. Yet so it was: in his
boyhood a serious fall had deranged his hip
joint, and resulted in permanent lameness. In
his manhood he was the subject of heart
disease, which, after years of suffering and in
the mid carcer of uscfulness, terminated Lis
valuable life.

The gifted author of the Heir of Redclyffe
would probably have discovered in the subject
of our sketch congenial clements for the

. creation of & hero, including the moral and

physical qualities with which, with artistic
cleverncess, she succeeds in making aflliction
glorious, fur she appears to possess a special
relish for extracting moral perfection from per-
sonal defect, for making the bed of pain the
forcing bouse of virtue, and for tracing spiri-
tual cxcellence in manhood to a physieal acci-
deont in youth. Other conditions being equal,
an unhinged hip or an enlarged heart might,
and certainly would, by what gifted gentle-
wuman, be nmiade as available for poctic and
dramatic uscs, as a dilapidated spine or disor-
dered lungs.

The suthoritlics of Queen’s College, and the
members of the Scotch Church generally, con-
gratulated themsclxes, and not without reason,
on the gain which the causes of science and
religion had received when, in answer 1o ther
carnest invitation, Dr. Lciteh assumed the
uffice of Principal. The regrets which followed
his departure from home were only exceeded
by the welcomes which awaited him on his
arnivsl here.  The laments of his countrymen
in Scotland were answered by the rejoicings of
his countrymen in Canada, for while the for-
mer had difficulty in putling up with the loss,
the Iatter had none in appropriating the gain.

To a conscientions man, and onc morcoser
who possesses ability as well as taste for the
work, the cducation of youth must be intenscly
attractive. Apart from the fact that the ealling
itself is and must necessarily be o sacred as
well as an honourable onc, there is in it the
flavour of immortality, a flavour more exhilara-
ting than mere ephereral fame, in the reflection
that in some special depariment of the mint of
knowledge, a process is going forward by
which the teacher is reproducing in the pupii
the coinage of his own thought, and creating,
s0 to speak, from some unexplored vein of
truth a sterling currency stamped with his
otwn cherished opinions.  Inteliccinal distine-
tion as a meve personal quality would scarcely
suffice to reconcile a teacher o his ilt-requited
work, but when twe associatc with the acci-
dent of individual distinclion, the creative
power of generating and transmilting thought,
we supply an incentive to work by bestowing
upon the worker not only the solace of con-
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temporary admiration, but the earnest of
posthumous fume.

The late Principal was born in 1814 in the
town of Rothsay, in the Island of Bute. He
received the clements. of instruction at the
Parish school. At the age of fourteen, by fall-
ing from the mast of a yacht, he met with a
serious accident, by which he fractured his hip
joint. The accident resulted in painful and
protracted confinement. For the peried of
cighteen months he was unable to leave the
house, and when at length be did so, the dis-
tressing discovery was made that he was hope-
lessly lame for life. In the midst of dreariness
and suffering he became an ardent and severe
student, applying himself especially to those
sciences which are based on mathematical
truth. His cducation was subsequently con-
tinued at the grammar school of Greenock. At
the age of cighteen he entered the University
of Glasgow, where, in 1836, he graduated as
a Master of Arts. During his Arts course, as
may readily be conjectured, those branches of
knowledge which had atiracted bis boyhood
were pursued with laudable industry and note-
worthy success. He obtained the highest
honours in the departments of mathematics,
and the physical sciences, which his Univer-
sity could bestow. When a student, he lectured
on astronomy, and for several years he acted
in the University observatory as assistant to
the Iate Professor Nichol. ¢ always cherished
an ardent love for astronomical p.rsuits, and
this love prompted him, when at Kingston, to
promote with all the warmth of his character
the uscfulness of the obscrvatory which had
been established there. In cunnection with
this subject we may mention that he published
his carefully prepared work © God's Glory in
the Heavens: or, Contributions to .\strothco-
logy,” a work which, at the time of its appear-
ance, was, we are informed, most favourably
noticed by the ablest reviewers. We may add
that when a student at Glasgow he was alsoa
ircturer in mathematics in the .\ndersonian
Institution of that city.

In 1838 he was liccnsed as a preacher of the
Church of Scotlaad by the Presbytery of
Dunocon. Tn 1839 he was appointed assistant
winister of the Parish of Arbroath; and in 1841
he received a similar appointment to the Parish
of Rirkden, in the Presbytery of Forfar. In
the memorable year of 1843 he was, by the
Earl of Leven and Melville, presented to the
Parish of Monimail, where, after the asual forms,
he was ordained Ly the Preshytery of the
bounds of Cupar in Fifc. OFf this parish he
continurd to be a ninister until the year 1839,
when he was selected by the Revercend Dr.
Rarelay, and Alexander Morris, Esq., the pre-
sent member of the Legislative Assembly for
the County of South Lanark, from a list of
many names, for the high office of Prinapal of
the Upiversity of Queen's College, Kingston.
The deputation were complimented, and swith
good reason, on Wie choice they had made, for
the gentleman chosen was well knowa in his
mative country, not enly s & man of scicnce, a
ripe scholar, and an carnest miaister of the
Scotch Church, bot for the active part he had
taken in the controversics of the time. As
Convener of the Commitiee of the General

{
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Assembly on Sunday Schools he 1 as brought
into contact personally, or by correspondence,
with all the ministers of his Church. Thus
were his clerical brethren made cognizant of
his wise and zealous management of the ma-
chinery by which the work of sacred education
was controlled. When his departure from
Scotland was determined on, the tide of regret
rose, and, shaping itself in the tones of en-
treaty, he was besought by many, who loved
and admired him, to reconsider the step he was
about to tahe, and, if not tov late, to give to
the Church of lLis country the benefit of those
talents which were then consecrated to the
service of his Church in Canada.

Daring his residence in Scotland his devout
mind bhad reverently reflected on the union
which exists between science and religion, @
union which modern unbelief sechs assiduonsly
to dissvlve. Knowing to what extent human
thought is influcnced by the periodical htera-
ture of the day, he became a diligent contri-
butur among uther works, to Kitto's Journal of
Sacred Lileralure, McPhails Magazine, The
Edinburgh Chrislian Mogazine, The Scollish
Quarlerly Review, and Good Words. Besides
worhs such as these, wherein he is said to have
discussed, nith singular clearness, many ot the
most important theological questions of the
day, he was the author of certain articles on
the miracles of our Lord, in which he contro-
verted the opinions of the late Reverend and
lcarned Dr. Wardlaw, on that subject. Thus
the question of miracles, as discussed 1n modern
times, had received from him much anxious
study,—so much, that at the umc of his death
hie bad, we belicve, in preparation, if not ready
fur the press, a work on the subject, of a very
exhaustive character. Whether such skilled
labour will ever see the light, we cannot say.
Perhaps, like other fragmeunts of scattered or
ungathered thought, it s destined to Lic unno-
ticed for a time, to be teverently garnered after
“ many days.”

On leaving Scotland, his Alma Mater con-
ferred on him the deg ¢ of Doctor of Divinity.
The act was complitaentary to the individual
as well as to the institution over which he had
been sclected to preside.  Thus laden wath the
honours of his College, and with the good
wishes, as well as with the regrets of his coun-
trymen, the Iearacd Doctor arnved in Uanada.
Little Ume clapsed before he was formally
installed in his new office; for on the Sth
November, 15u0, he took the chaur as Principal
of the Cuiversity of Queen's Cotlege. The wel-
comc cxtended to him by trustees, professors,
and stadents was of the most cordial kind ; and
the friends of the Gullege in congmtulating
hum, congratalated one anether also, on the
satisfactory fact, that by the addition of the
Principal, the new stall of Professors was ren-
dered thotoughly complete. The inaugural
address was desctibed as ¢ most able, clequent
and interesting ,” and we can casiy behieve
the appended nformation that its passages of
cloquence were rapturously acknowledged by

| Shontaucuus and itrepressible cheers.

i

By an cwclesiasucal law, D, Lestch, as Prin-
cipal of the University, was cntatled to a seat
in the Presbytery of Kingston, as well asan the
Synod of the Scoteh Church in Canada. It



46

occasioned no surprise, therefore, wheo the
latter met at Toronto, in the year 1862, that
he was unanimously clected Moderator. In
virtue of his office in Queen's College, he had
o seat in the Senatus of the University of To-
ronto, of which Unirersity he was subsequently
appointed an Examiner.

It was about this time that the attention of
Principal Leitch was eapecially dirccted to tae
subject of University education in Canada,
with particular reference to what he considered
to be the unfair monopoly of “privilege and re-
venue on the part of the Upiversity of Toroato.
Our space will not permit us to refer to bis i
plans of amelioration and amendment, much
less to enguire whether they were beaeficial or
the reverse. Unguestionably they possessed
certain features which, from a popular stand
point, were highly attractive; for they included,
wo believe, some sort of scheme of decentrali-
sation, by which Collegiate cducation should
be carried to the various sections of the coun-
1y, iostead of being accamulated at one great
centre. While, however, he was giving his
thoughts to the general question of Thniversity
education in Canada, rhere arose in the very
heart of the College, of which ke wes the Prin-
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cipal, some irritating and wexatiout subjects of
dispute; which were aggravated by the eir-
cumst.ate that they were not free from per-
sonal animysity. Iato the merits of those dis-
putes we have neither space nor inclination to
enquire. That they cmbittered the latter days
of the subject of our sketch, there can be no
doubt ; ncither can there be any doubt,
that before the shadows fell upon bhis in-
tellect, and the powers of darkness overtook
his life, all disquieting remembrances had been
laid at rest, all offences done to him by others
Lhad been forgiven. Me die@ as a Christian
man ought to die, with faith towards God and
in peace and charity with all mankind. In the
quaint and reverent words of his pious coun-
trymsn, Farley, wo not inappropriately con-
clude our sketch:

Aly Jight from whence it came, mounts still on high
Unto the source of light that's never dry,

l.ike a8 the rivers to the Ocean run,

From whezce their seeret fountains first begen;
Like as the stone doth 0 tho ceatre sway,

So to the spheres my light still makes his way.

No joys, delights, and greatest weights of gold,

Nor pampering pleasure fast our souls can hiold.
The panting soul rests not, untit it sce

His mates God, 2 Tri-une Deity.

@orrespondence.

THE TEMPORALITIES FUND.

IR,—Ia reference to the evils
T~ commeated upon in my last
letter, it is so far pleasant
and satisfectory %o state that
the Temporalitics Board was
able, on the Ist instant, by &
pulting fortn of cffort, which,
howerver, they do not promise to
repeat, to meet the deliverance
of the Sznod of 1563 by which $100 is secured to
cvery ministes on the roll whose congregation
contributes at least S50 annuzily to the fond
of the Board.  As already remarked, the Board
does notundertake todo thisat the e of every
fatore halfvearly payment ; so that the sub-
jeetproposed to be discussed in my letters is not
stripped of its intenest by being removed from
the category of things practical aad pressing.

The evils referred to io my last letter exist-
ing still, at least in possibility, if not even iz
probability, the guestion occurs, what is 2o be
<one to remove them ?

1. 1tmight b said that it would be eass to
sweep these difficaltics 21l out of cxistence at
oace by an cqual division every half vear of the |
income at the disposal of the Board amongst
all ordained ministers actualiy doing the wosk
of the Church. But to this proposal there are .

=t least three objections. (1) It isenough to say
thatit cannotbedone. Atleast the Board can-
notand dare notattempt it, unless the ministers
cntitled class No 1 in my last letter shall au-
thorize it, as they have a legal civil right to
receive their allowance, even though no one
cise should receive a single cent.

(2) Nor do I sympathize with the view of
some laymen, whom 1 have heard speak on the
subject, when they accuse the commuting minis-
ters of 2 want of generous sympathy with their
brethren in not admitting them to 2a cqual
share in the commautalion fund. There can
indeed be no question that the term gererous,
admits of comparison, and that such & course
would be more generous than the one followed ;
bat it wwould be more than could be cxpected,
25 it woula be more than could be expected,
that we ministers who have more books than
another should divide them cqually with him
who has fewer; or as it would bec more than
could be expecied, that thoss ministers who
have large stipends from their congregsations
shauld dicide these oqually <with their poorer
brethren in the ministey, althongh both these
supposced courses would be an advance in gene-
rosity wpon what now cxists. In short tacse
lax punsls are for setling up a8 standard for
their clerical brethren to which they them-
selves are uawilling to coaform, which is
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anfair. Of course it may be said to be a mere |
accident that these ministers have rights in the |
church which others have not; but are not
most of our ¢ivil rights in like manner ours by
accident ? It is customary to speak of the acci-
dent of birth, but is it not by this accident that |
we inherit the property of our pareats? Is it |
1ot & mere accident that we were not born in
France or the United States, and that conse-
quently we have the rights of Britoms ? And
‘s it not 2 mere accident in the same sense that |
some lavmen have acquired riches by trade,
whilst otbers starting upon as apparently good
a foundation remain poor, or that some laymen
reach places of trust and emolument in the
State, whilst otbers—to all appearance as trust-
worthy and meritorious—remain in obscure
poverty ; but do the former on that account
fecl called upon to divide cqually with their
less fortunate fellow mortals the surplus in-
come which they enjoy more than the latter?
I am willing to concede further to these
critics of the Brethren that when the original
source (the Clergy Reserve lands) from which
the commutation moneys werederived is taken
into account, it might scem as if all ministers |
have morally an cqual right¥to participate in
them ; but it is only scemingly so, for these
moneys were not paid over by the government
because of any right which was recognizcd ns
helonging to fAr (Rurch to receive a shilling
from the Clergy Reserve lands. The Church's
right toreceive anything as a church ceased the
moment the Lill abolishing the Clergy Reserve
lands passed the Legislatare and ceceived tho
Rozal assent.  Bat it was only then that the
-ights of the commuting winistersas indiriduals
tegan.and the moneys paid over to them. and by
them thrown into the commutation fand for the
henefit of the charck in ali time coming, wero
a tribate to the accident of their being ministers
al that time, who may have been induced to
come to Canada, of, already ia it, to eater the
ministry  telying upen receiving an annaal
allowance independent of what the people
shoald give them. and with whom it would bea
hreach of faith oa the part of the State o take f
away that maintenance apon which they confi- *
deatly counted. And when this is borne in mind, |
1 am sure most persons will admit that their
geacrosity is worthy of all praise—ihat instead
of claiming for themselves and theis heirs the
amonnt for which they commuted their life-
claim upoa the government, immediately,
they satisfied themselves with an anaunal sam
less than the annual interest, in many cases, of
wbat they might have put into their pockets or
1aid ont at interest, for themselves. In justice
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: not sce who else could confer it upon them.
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to the brethren, these facts ought be more
clearly understood than they are amongst the
laity of the church.

(3) Even werc they willing to admit therr
brethren to an equal participation with them,
it would scarcely be desirable.  Nobody thinks
they get too much, ,or more than they need,
from all sources : so that what is destrable 1s
not that they shell receive less, but that their
brethren shall receive more.

2. Granted that the commuting clergy hase a

i legal right 10 their status, stillinay not at least

the other invidious distinctions be removed ?
This, I belicve,can bedone,and ought to be done.
There is somemysicry enshrouded in the phrase
pricvideged ministers. Taking the word as it
stands, and as it is generally understood, we
should supposc that it means that the fen, who
are included in this list, have bad & certein

. statusconterred upyn them which they could not

legally cleum,—conferred upon them, suppose,
by the Synod and Temporalities Board, as 1 do
If
this were the case, it would follow that the
same authoritics that gave them such a status
could, for good reasons shown, withdraw it. If
the ground of their getting a privileged posi-
tion was, as is generally supposed, that they
had cntered the ministry of the Church in
Canada before the 2belition Bill received the
Rosal assent, yet after the Bill had passed the
Colonial Legislature, that they bhad actoaliy
received an cqual allowance with the ministers
settled up to 1853 previously to the Bills
becoming law in 1835—and that conscquently
it was unfair in the Colonial Government to
refuse their claim because they were not
ministers when the Bill passed the Colonial
Legislature—and  that thercfore  they had
a mora; right to consideration in the settle-
ment of the fuestions  arising oat of com-
mutation. But apart from the fact that their
teceiting $0 much government money for
the whale or part of two years, is so much
for the remembrance of which they shounld
be gratelul, instead of making it the ground of
complaint, 3t is precarious, if my previous
reasoning regarding the status of the commu-
linz ministers is correct, to introduce the mor-
alitics at all in discussing this subject. Accord-
ing to the Colonial Government's interpretas
tion of its own law, those only had 2 right to
commatation who wwere settled in 1833, (at
teast this is whst my information tells me,)
and to these alone was the eccident of thar po-
sition aradedle. To argue that the tea should,
therefore, bave scenred to them S400, to com-
peasate them for their moral rights not being
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recognized would open up two questions. First,
if moral considerations, apart from the doctrine
of sccidents, which I have been laying down,
are to hare weight, then undoubtedly commu-
ting ministers ought to divide equelly with
their brethren. And, sccondly, if those who
had entered the Church between 1853 and 1855
have & moral claim to consideration because
that under certain prospects they had entered
the ministry, whereas if these prospects had
not existed, they might have chosen for them-
selves some other paths in life, and that conse-
quently they should be compensated for the
disabilities of their position, conformable to the
doctrine, onee 2 priest, a priest for ever,—not
being allowed to return to worldly avocations,
—the same is in some measure truc of every
one who antered upon a course of study pre-
paring bimself for the ministry up to 1855, and
be also has a right to compensation according
to the same rule.

But more than this, every minister settled up.
till 1st June, 1862, has as strong a moral right
to receive S200 a year as these ten have to re-
ceive $400. The representation was made, and
made in good faith up till that date, that every
comer should receive the =bove mentioned
minimun allowance. It was then for the first
time that difficulty was experienced in making
that representation good. So that if moral con-
siderations are to pass for anything, they should
be applicable to those more recently settled as
well as to those settled previously to 1855, and
should not be made eatirely good to onc sect of
persons, and entitely invalid to others.

And then there is also another thing that
should not be forgotten. At tie time when the
pririlege was conferred upon these fea, there
was a general impression that the revenucs
derived from the commutation fund and other
sources would afford a handsomne annual allow-
ance to all the future ministers of the Charch
after deducting the guaranteed allowances to
commuliagy winisters, and in these circum-
stances moral considerations in regard to the
tea bretliren could easily afford to be weighed
without the morml rights of others being inter-
fered with.  Lut time has shown that the im-
pression under which this generous privilege
was conferred was ill fonnded, and it is hardiy
fair that they should reap advantage from it to
the disadvantage of others. 1 have been in-
duced to offer these remarks upon the position
of these ten hrethren, not only beeanse the prin-
ciples laid dowa are in my opinion logically
souad; but also beeause, while some of these i
ten have exerted themselves nobly on behalf of |
the fund, since it has comne into low water, 2

?
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considerable number of them seem to rest satis-
fied that they are personally secured, and have
not stirred up their congregations to give any-
thing to the fund.

But, as I said, there is mystery connected
with the term privileged. On one occasion I
was arguing as sbove in the presence of one of
their number, when he became indignant, and
stated that my apprehension as to the ground
of privilege was a mistake—that the ten had a
legal right to at least $400, and perhaps to
morc—that the government recognised their
claims,and commuted for them; butthat through
cither manipulation or blundering their claim
was not admitted by the Church or by the
Board, I forget which .he said. If this is so,
why do they submit to have their nawes re-
turncd year after yearas privileged ? Of course,
if these tea bave a legal right not only to $400,
but also to $450, if it were pushed, then the word
privileged as applied to them is a misnomer;
and if this is satisfactorily demonstrated, I
shall be ready to apologise for what I have
written above a5 impertinent. 1 want light.

3. But there is no difficulty in regard to the
diffcrence betsveen the third and fourth classes
of my last letter, as the distinction acted upon
by the Board of giving a portior to cvery one
scttled up to the end of the year 1861, whether
there swwere funds at their disposal or not, is a
purcly arbitrary one. OUnc cannot sec any
particular merit in being settied in the end of
the year 1861 more thar in the beginning of
the year 1862, to reward which the Board ran
in debt for two or three successive half years,
needing to borrow, from the future, and to
borrow from the rights of those who were to be
settied in that future.

Reducing at least all who have been scitled
since 183G to the same level, the question then
remains should the Board adhiere to its present
Bs-latv, and pay $100 semi-annuzily to every
minister on the Synod roll, according to pri-
ority of induction, as far as the moacys at their
disposal will go; or should they, in terms of
the overture from the Presbytery of Renfrew 1o
last Synod, repeal that By-iatw, and make an
cqual division between all ministers scttled
since 15367 So far as abstzact justice is con-
cerned, there can be no question but the prin-
ciple affirmed in that overturc is right. But
there is much 10 be satd in favour of Xeeping

. the allowance at least at $200 a year, so that

it will be §200or nothing. When I say nothing,
of course, I mean nothing for onc or two or
three vears after induction, the time when mi-
nisters are best able to gef on with litue, at
least whea with that little in the present, they
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have the cheering and certain prospect of some-
thing definite in the no distant future.
reason for keeping by the $200 anpually is
that that should be regarded as the very lowest
standard that should be aimed at, and that the
energies of the church shov!d be put forth to
reach: whereas if the plan of making an equal
division were adopted, the likelihood is that

One

the church would remain satisfied with what-
1

ever revenue existed from present services from
Year to year. putting forth no cxertion to in-
crease it, until the equal aliowance which the

Board should be able to grant would ir time

dwindie down to a merely nowinal sua. For
the present it is perhaps as well to adopt the

recormmendation of the special committee of

last Synod on the subject; let things remain
as they are till it is seen, ©if better may not
be.”

To the question how to reach that Aetfer, 1
shall address myself next month.

Your obedt. servant,
Ropert CaxrseLt.

Maasze, Galt, Jan. 15, 1866.
REASONS FOR BEING A CHRISTIAN, A

PROTESTANT, AND A PRESBYTERIAN.

T 15 well for a man occasionally
to examine the ground whercon
he stands, and determine whe-
ther he is indebted for his
religious views to the preju-
dices of ecarly training, the

dogmatic teachings of the sect he

follows, or to a faithful personal
cxamination, =and the subscquent
honest convictions of his own mind.
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a merely nominal one. 3rd. In the great Pro-
testant Department of Christisnity.  4th.
Neither an Episcopalian, nor & Baptist, nor 2
Methodist, nor a Unitarian, nor a Universalist,
nor a Quaker, but a Presbyterian. Now, the
pertinent question which forced itself upon my
mind was, ¢ How comes it that you are a
Christian, a Protestant, and a Presbyterian 7"
Let me, in answering this question, cast aside,
as far as possible, the bias resulting from early
education, and explore the channel through
which the operations of my own mind would
spontaneously lead me, irrespective of any
mau’s opinion, or of aay creed, or of any book,
save God's Book. First [ find myself a Chris-
tian by nature and family. For this, however,
no apology is needed, because it was something
over which I had no control. It was according

" to the decree of Divine Providence. It was the

]

. personal faith and repentance.

. preordination of God. Sccond, a Christian by

If so be that
I am a Christian of this stamp, how came I so?
I answer, from the necessities of my moral
nature, and through the instrumentality of the
Spirit'sinfluence, overwhelmed by asense of sin,
and tossed with anguish on its dark and tur-

. bulent billows, where could relief be found ?

. Human philosophy, Paganism, Mohammedan-
" ism, offered no medicine to heal, no refuge to
which to fiy, but Christ had said ¢ Look unto

We are justificd, 1 think, in fecling jealous of

man's authoritv ; and unless there can be

found a * thus saith the Lord,” cither literally |
. bones, purgatory, transubstantiation, genuflec-

or by implication, for a religious principle, it is
cntitied to but little respect. ¢ Ecclesinstical

Councils® may promaigate doctrines, but if .

these doctrines coincide not with reason, and
God’s Word, they surelr beiong to the same
stock which contains “ Immaculate Concep-
tion" and ¥ Purgatory.”

Onc cvening, o short time ago, as { sat in
my room alone, I fellinto a train of mneditation
on this subject, and candidly endeavonred to
see whether my denominational position asa
Preshyteriar was susceptible of a satisfactore
analysis te my own unbiassed judgment. 1
considercd the subject in cach of its several
gradations. For instance, I find myself. )st.
A Christian by nature and family. 2nd. A
trusting, boping Christian, in distinction from

Me and be ve saved, all the ends of the eatth.”
It was He who cheered me, and took the load
from my back, and the burden from my heart.
Hence T became His follower, and stood before
the world as something more than a merely
nominal Christian. Yet, why,in the third place,
a Protestant? Because the Papacy would bave
me trust to the Charch mather than in Christ,
to confess to men rather than to God; to
adore the Virgin rather than her Son s to give
attention to such trumpery as dead men's

tions, holocausts, and the winking cyes of a
pictured Madonna, instead of storing my mind
with valuable truths from God's Word. The
absurditics of the Papacy were too greatfor my
faith to swallow and so I profested. * But how
comes it,” I may be asked, © that you are not
of the Prelacy 77 Withoue desiting to give
offence to that respectable body of Christians
known as FEpiscopalians, T must say that I
can sce no warrant in the Bible for their pecu-
liar pretensions. On the contrary, it would
scem that the claim of any distinct sect to be
the Church, and the exclusive Church, is as
unscriptural as itis arrogant. Such a claim
ignores all other ccclesiastical organisations,
however they may be blessed of God or visited
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by Higspirit. You may observe some Church to
be a greatmoral centre irradistinog mental and
religious light, and producing and reproducing
all the beneficent fruits of the Spirit, yet, for-
sooth, if such a church be outsice the prelati-
cal pale, itis just no church. To say nothing
of baptismaul regeneration or apostolical suc-
cession, ! find that I cannot have fellowship
with those who presumptuously declare that a ’
large portion of God’s people, however faithful |
they may be found, are yet no true Church |
members. Neither am I a Baptist; and in }
stating my reasons, I remark that, waile I have ‘
never been able to discover any scriptural or
experimental evidence that regencration takes i
place in the baptism of infants, I must still be
indulgeqd in the conviction that several potent }
i
|
)
!
!
i

arguments for the practice of the sacred rite
may be inferentially drawn from the Holy Tes- ;
taments both New and Old.  As an ordinance, ,
it is of a most tender and consoling character;
for in setting the seal of the eovenant on the
brew of the unconscious child, he is brought
into new and more interesting relations; and
if pareantal faithfolness follow, so will of
necessity, almost, truc conversion. Then what
a stress our Baptist brethren lay on the mode |
of administering baptism. It is a wonder tous :
that there should be so many words and con- !
troversies and new Bible translations on a )
subject of such indifference. But the most.t
objectionable feature in the Baptist system is |
the denial of the Lord’s Supper to such as are |
not of their sect, or in other words, © close f
communion.” What = hard and most repulsive -
practice is this. It is atleast as uncharitable
as the dogma of exclusive validity of ordina-
tion claimed by the Prelatists: and having 2
hatred of all scctarian dogmas whatever, which
ate not to be found in God's word, I am not a
Baptist.

To my Methodist friends, I would respectfully
say, while 1 lore rou, and indeed the other
sects, for all the good you have doane, and are
doing, I confess I do not like your doctrine.
You hold that the truc child of God, over whom
angels have rcjoiced, may so fall away 5
finally to perish. Now, this view is certainly
as uncomfortablie as 1 believe it to be uonscrip-
tural. Falls and defections occur too ofien,
alag! in the lives of believers; but 1 am con-
fident that the glorious doctrine may be gather-
¢d from the Divinz Word, that all those wio
have cntered the €hristian Church by the door
of regeneration, will be kept by the mighty
power of God unto salvation. And again, !
going to the other extreme, you say that o state l
of sinless perfection is not only attainable in the

e = o ome S s rrm e e - ————

———— e & -

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

present life, but often is attained. You allege
that there are some who commit no sin for a
week or & month, or a year, or perhaps for ten
years. [ see no warrant in the Bible, or in the

recorded experiences 0. the most eminent
saints for & doctrine >0 pernicious. Truly when
a man gets to be thus perfect in his own

estimation, I have my fears that he has left the
rock Christ Jesus, apd is afloat on the
treacherous sea of legality, and nothing to
catch the favouring breezes which would seek
to waft him to heaven, but the filthy rags of
his own self-righteousness. XKeither can I have
fellowship with the Unitarian. It is a3 a
body without & soul, a Christianity withous
Clrist. Yet the followers of his system aver

that they do believe in Christ. So they do as
a teacher, as an excmplar, as an exponent of
the Divine mind; but not as the God-man, the
sacrificed atonement. It is not with them

“ galvation by faith in Christ,” but through
progressive stages, of natural goodness with-
out Christ. If they admit that he was the Son
of God, so also they insist that we are in some
similas sense the sons of God ; coming short
rather in the limited measure of our spiritual
cndowments than varying in kind from those
inherently possessed by the Saviour. There is
no religious system, in my opinion, more pre-
sumptuons than Unitarianism. It seeks to
despoil the dear Saviour of sinners of hig divine
honours, and brands the whole company of
orthcdox belicvers throughout the world as
idolators,—for if the ever blessed Jesus be
merely a man, theo ere those who pray to him,
adoere him, and sing bhymuns in honour of his
divine nature in the practice of daily idolatry.
As to Universalism, it is a senseless dream. 1
have never been able to undersiand the mental
and moral hallucination which has drawn this
hicterodox doctrine from the New Testament.
Retrivation, eteraal retribution, scems stamped
indelibly on every page. I have somectimes
imagined that it would bc an interesting
experiment to have the four Gospels and the
cpisties examined by a Committec of learned
men inimical to Christianity, in itself consider-
ed. Appoiny, forinstance,twelve Mohammedans,
twelve Brahmins, and twelve infidel philoso-
phers, all of them skilled inlogic and deductive
reasoning, and placing tho New Testament in
their hands, ask them to inform us whether
thiey can gather the doctrine of univercal sal-
vation from its pages. They might reply that
they beld the whole Christian system to be one
of imposture; but our own book beicg the
standard, they would, methinks, laugh to scorn
the idea that it apywhere tanght that all men
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will finally be saved. I believe it may be laid
down a3 an axiom that no man ever yet found
the absurd fable of Universalism within the
lids of the Bible, unless his own wisk was
father toa wilful and express determination to
make the discovery. In the beginning of this
article, I remarked that I was also nat a Quaker.
I have no repugnance to drab and & broad
erown, or the theeing and thouing, provided it
be done grammatically ; bat I love .he sacra-
ments which the Quakers neglect to celebrate.
1 love algo to hear the Scriptures read in the
churches ; but so far as I know, the Quakers
omit this imperative daty. If I had my way,
1 should, like St. Paul, never suffer a8 woman to
speak in the church ; but the Quakers encou-
rage this breach of decorum. A maundate from
the highest authority is given us to preach the
gospel to every creature; but the Quakers
acknowledge no obligation of obedience ; they
epjoy their own calm and cosy contemplations
all by themselves ; and if they are praiseworthy
in not ceeking to proselytise their neighbours,
are they not aiso blsmeworthy in not secking
to save & perishing world? And I confess
that it would be a difficult thing for me to
coatrol the current of my thoughts and reflec-
tions through a prolonged sileat meeting.
After the activities of the week, whither would
rot my mind wander with no speech or prayer
to strike my ear, and no book with its printed
page te meet my eye and affect my beart?
But to coanclude, I am a Presbyterian,
because the Bible and Presbyterianism teach

that all men are by nature sinners; and that ’
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they may be saved by mepentance and faith in
Christ. The Bible and Presbyterianism hold
also that they who persist in a godless lifo, and
finally die impenitent will be irremediably lost.
The Lord of the Lord’s Supper would rebuke
that body of Christians who should presume to
deny a participation in that supper to any true
believer; and in this Presbyterianism seeks to
follow the Spirit of the Divine Maater. Presby-
terianism holds that all churches entertaining
evangelical sentiments, and following Christ,
are true branches of His Church ; and in this
liberal view she thinks she has the Word of
God on herside. As { understand the Bible, it
leaves the matter of Church government aund
Cburch organisation to be controlled and
modified by circumstances; and Presbyterian-
ism, although baving a form of her own most
=onformable to Scripture, regards these extrin-
sics of religion as of little importance relatively,
and considers that parity or disparity in the
order of the ministry i3a question cot vitally
essential. The Word of God seriously warns
all those who have not been * born again® to
keep outside the sacred eaclosure of the Chris-
tian Church; and this proper exclusion Pres-
byterianisia seeks to enforce. In short, the
Westminster Catechism, that brief but graphic
summary of religious doctrine, end, as I thiak,
of true Bible doctrine, is at the same time an
exponent of Presbyterianism. Presbyterianism
approvesevery word cf it.  Hence Presbyteria-
nism i5 my ism, and I can never consistently,
be other than
#* A Tave PaeEssyTERIAN.Y

Qriicles  @ommunteated.

WIHY ARE WE PROTESTANTS?

(Continued.)
§394T

e,

T has been well and truly .
said that the best way to |
understand the need for ,

the Reformation and its cffect .

upon the world, is to trace out |

the workings of its great prin-
ciples in the life and history of
its great leader and originator,

Martin Luther. As © the heart

before he could rgjoice in the pure light
which shone at last into his heart, and
which broughit him peace, joy and spiritual
life,—were just as much nceded for the
truc peace and true spiritual life of thou.
sands around him. This was amply proved
by the response they met from the hearts
and consciences of men, and by the rapid
and immediate spread of the principles of
the Reformation.

The history of Luther is, or ought to ke,
by this time well known, and yet strange

of mananswereth to man,”—as the natures, ' misconceptions of his character are often
sufferings and needs of men are in the most | to be found vaguely floating about, chicfly
important points the same,—so, the truths ' among thosc who, from some prejudice or
which cost Luther individually so much ! mental bins, are willing to take upon trust,
mental suffering and anguish of conscience { an unfavourable view, without taking much
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trouble to set themselves right. Nothing |
can be more false than the idea of Luther |
as a reckless revolutionist, glad to discover |
in the corruptions of the Church, a pretext |
for breaking loose from the restrictions and |
austerities of monastic life. No wan could |
have shown less of a revolutionary spirit *
in doing the great work which devolved !
upon him. Conscrvative by nature. and |
deeply attached to the Church, it was at i
first far from his intention to separate |
himself from her communion, and: it was -
with extreme pain that he saw himsclf !
gradually compelled to assume an attitude |
of hostility to her authority and compelled :
to maintain it by the very frce of the con- |
vietions which irresistibly moved him to
appose error and expose abuses. No man |
could have felt more intensely the evil of |
sin in his own nature,—would have striven
with deeper carnestness to cradicate it by
all the painful round of ohservances, fast |
ings, penances, v.hich he had been taught
could produce holiness in the sin-burdencd
soul, and no man conld have rejoiced with
greater fulness of thankseiving when the
purifying grace of God in Jesus Christ was
revealed to him.  Of the dauntless intre-
pidity of the man who could stand forth
undismayed by the terrors of Rome, in the
forefront of such a battle, it is unnecessary
to speak,—and the luborious activity and |
self-denial of his whole life prove that no
sclfish love of ease found a place in this
devoted and noble character.

The son of a poor Thuringian miner. :
Martin Luther was nurtured amid the !
privations of struguling but respectable
poverty, and the severities of a rather sharp
demestic discipline. IHis father, though |
strict, was affectionate, and having. for his *
circumstances, an unusual amount of
mental culture, was cager to encourage the
love of learning and develop the talents
which carly showed themselvesin his cldest
son. The family having removed during
Luther's infancy, from Eisleben his birth- '
place, to Mansfeld,—his first instructions !
were received at the grammar-school of the
latter place. As he zdvanced further in
his studies, he was seat to pursue them at
Magdeburg, and afterwards to Liscuach,
where, as his parents with their nunerous
family could not afford to maintain onc of !
their children away from howe, he was |
thrown upon his own resources for main- |
tenance. The lot of a  poor scholar™ is

: Gad, to his relations with the Unscen.
. severe illness brought on by over study—if
* not also by privation,—when studying for
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studies for absolute want of the nccessaries
of life, had not the kindness of a benevolent
burgher’s wife providentially interposed to
succour him.

From Eisenach, he went to atiend the TUni-
versity of Erfurt, then by far the most cele-
brated Unigrersity of Gerwany,where hepur-
sued hisstudies with unremitting ardour-his
cager desire for icarning, combined with his
natural talent soon causing him to distance
all his contemporaries, and promising fully
to gratify his father's highest ambition.
Having passed through the prelimmary
course of study with great distinetion, he
took—not later than his twenty-sccond
year—the degree of doctor of philosophy,
the event being signalised by a torch-light
procession and great rejoicings.

>

But the mind of the ardent young

* student had not been exclusively engrossed

with the studies so enthusiastically pursued.
Thoughtful and conscientious, he had long
had a deep sense of his responsibility to
A

his bachelor's degree, had led him, in the

" near prospect of death, to realise vividly

the sinfulness of his nature and his unfit-
uness to appear before the tribunal of a holy
God. When he had been two years at the
University, he one day discovered in the
Library, which he was accustomed to
frequent, a Latin Bible. He had never

" seen one before, and was astonished to

discover that it contained a great deal more
than the passages he had been accustomed
to hear in the Church services. Ile eagerly
read, and returncd often to read again. Its
study kept up in his mind the influence of
the solemn thoughts which had already
entered it. and made him feel constantly
his need for salvation, though he does not
scem yet to have understood how it was to
be procured. The sudden death of an

" intimate friend, Alexis, made a deep impres-

sion upon him, and a terrific thunder siorin
which he encountered near Mrfurt, on his
return from a visit to his parents, was the
means of fixing his resolution to a step
which aitered the whole current of his life.
As the lightning flashed and the crashing
thunder burst over him,—a thunderbolt
entering the ground at his side—he threw
himself on his knecs, and “ encompassed.”
as he says, © with the anguish and terror

t of death,” he vowed, if he should be saved

always a hard onc, aud Luther's was no | from this danger, to forsake the world and
exception. Indeed he found it so hard that | devote himsclf cntirely to the service of
he ®as in danger of having to give up his | God and the salvation of his soul. The



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

monastic life, he had often becun told, had
a wonderful efficacy in purifying the heart,
and to the stillness and seclusion of the
cloister he naturally turned, as the best
means of cutting himselt' off from the world
and attaining that holiness of which he so
deeply felt the nced. Soon after his return
he invited 2 number of his friends to a
merry social gathering, and the same night
after they had all departed, he sought and
gained adwission to the convent of the
Augustines.

Having thus taken the irrevocable step,
Luther was far from shrinking from the
consequences. In becoming a monk--as
in cverything else he did,—he was thor-
oughly in carnest, and he accepted every

privation it entailed as a part of the disci- !

pline which was to fit him for heaven. The
other monks, pleased in their hearts to
humble one who had been so pre-eminent
for talent and learning, imposed upon him
the most menial offices of the convent, and
sent him out with his bread bag to beg pro-
visions from door to door. On the inter-
cession of his university, however, the prior
of the convent released him from these
servile occupations, thus giving him time
to prosecute once more his beloved. studies,
which he carried on as assiduously as ever
in his loncly cell.  The works of St. Au-
gustine powerfully attracted him, and he
studied them carefully, but the chicf object
of his atteution was the chained Bible of
the convent. IIe often spent hours in
meditating upon a single passage, and he
now commenced to study it, in the original
Greek and Hebrew, thus preparing himself
for the noble German transtations which he
was onc day to give to his country.

All this time, however, he was still stead-
fastly striving after the object for which he
had entered the cloister, the salvation he
was struggling to gain by his own cfforts.
“ During these years” says a modern writer,
“were laid deep in his heart those
spiritual convictions out of which his whole
reforming  work sprang, and grew into
shape.—The struggle for which Germany
was preparing, was here rehearsed in the
single soul of a solitary monk.” In vain he
tried to mortify the flesh by penances and
observances ;—in vain he brought himself
almost to the verge of the grave by vigils,
fastings, macerations,—still the sensc of sin
and guilt weighed him down with an insup-
portable angiush, so that mind and body
nearly gave way under the strain. At last
a comforter appeared.  Staupitz the Vicar
General of the Augustines, was one of those
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lbright exceptions to the prevailing igno-
rance and superstition, who, by their pure
and living piety, were witnesses to the truth
in the midst of darkness. The pale emaci-
ated figure of the young monk attracted
his attention on his visit to the convent,
and having passed through a similar conflict
himself, he was able to point his young
brother to the true source of peace. « If
ever,” wrote Luther at a later time,—* a
monk cntered into heaven by his monkish
merits, certainly I should have obtained an
! entrance there. All the monks who knew
1 me will confirm this, and if it had lasted
 much longer I should have becomeliterally a
| martyr, through \v:n_tc]urz s, prayers,readings
; and other labours.” I'rom these penances
and observances Staupitz exhortad him to
tumn away as vain and useless, and to look
to Him who alone could changs his heart
and make him holy, showing him that not
by doing righteous works do we become
righteous, but that the heart must first be
changed before righteous works could be
done. Notby external acts could holiness
be attained,—the spirit must first be made
holy, and then the external acts would
follow. ¢ Look to the wounds of Jesus
Christ,” said Staupitz, * to the blood
which he has shed for you; it is there you
will sce the merceyof God. Instead of tortur-
ing yourself for your faults, cast yourself
into the arms of the Redeemer.  T'rust in
Him, in the rightcousness of his life, in the
expiatory sacrifice of his death.”— If you
wish to be really converted, do not follow
i these mortifications and penances.  Love
* Him icho has Jirst lored you.”
Thesc comforting words, brought a new
' light and joy to the young monk's weary
soul, although the conflict was not yet over.
Staupitz rendered him still further service
in the doubts and speculations which still
harassed him, by advising him not to try
to fathom things too deep for human un-
derstanding, but to content hiwself with
the revelation God has made of himsclf in
Jesus Christ, and by leading him to look
upon the conflicts through which he had
passed as God's fatherly discipline, educa-
ting him for the work He was to give him
todo. Before he left Erfurt, he gave him
the welcome present of a Bible, and advised
him to derive henceforth all his theology
from the word of God, und not from the
writings of men.  The strain to which his
mind had been and was still subjected,—
for it was not yet at rest—was too much
for his frame to support, and he once more
was laid low by a severe and dangerous
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illness ; once more, with the fear of death
came back all the doubts of his own salva-
tion and the terrors of impending judgment.
He wanted to feel the assurance of salva-
tion, and could not find it. An old monk
who came to visit him brought him com-
fort. Unable to enter into profound dis-
. cussions, the old man quoted to him the
article in the Creed which had brought
peace to himself,—* 1 believe in the forgive-
ness of sins.” “ I believe,’—said Luther,
“ in the remission of sins.”” “ Ah" said the
old monk, ¢ you must not only believe that
David's or Peter's sins are forgiven : the
devils believe that. The commandment of
God is that we believe our own sins are
forgiven.”

These words seemed to terminate the
long conflict which had tortured Luther’s
heart. He had abandoned for cver the
idea of trusting to works, or any human
efforts, and had accepted salvation in all its
freeness in Christ Jesus. He had received
into his heart a principle of life which ren-
dered him independent of the rites and
forms through which the Church professed
to dispense her spiritual benefits ;—although
as much attached to her authority as ever,
and far from supposing that he had taken his
stand upon a principle which wouid under-
mine the pretensions of a Church which
interposed its humanly crected barriers
between the soul and the free salvation
bought for it by the blood of Christ.

He was soon after ordained as priest by
the Bishop of Brandenburg,—to his great
satisfaction,—although in after life he was
wont to speak with horror of the formula
used in the ordination service, to which he
then calmly listened,—a formula conferring
upon 2 man the divine power of propitiation
which belongs alone to the Saviour of men
—* Receive the power of offeriag sacrifice
for the living and the dead!”

Luther now entered upon a period of
vigorous action, after the long stillness and
seclusion of the cloister. A scries of preach-
ing tours in the vicinity of Erfurt were
foliowed by a call to a professorship in the
University of Wittemberg, newly founded
by the Elector Frederic, where he soon
became a bachelor of divinity and under-
took the duty of lecturing on the Holy
Scriptures. His lectures were very unlike
those to which students of theology had
been accustomed, * This monk,” remark-
ed the rector of the University, in uncon-
scious prophecy, “will puzzle all our doc-
tors and bring in a new doctrine, and re-
form the whole Roman Chuarch, for he takes
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his stand on the writings of the apostles
and prophets, and on the word of Jesus
Christ.” Ardent as he was, he was with
some difficulty induced to preach, saying
truly, “ that it was no light thing to speak
to men in God’s stead.” When he did
preach however, his eloquence and intense
earnestness swayed irresistibly the hearts of
his hearers, and the old wooden chapel in
which he first began to preach was soon
too small to contain the multitudes that
flocked to hear him.

A journey to Rome which he took about
this time served to disenchant him rather
rudely from the ideal of a holy city which he
had cherished in his imagination. He had
surrounded it, in his thoughts with a halo
of sanctity as the venerated scat of his
Church; — he found it full of corruption
and wickedness,—scofing and profanity
lurking even under -eccclesiastical robes.
Reverent and devout, Luther believed most
of the legends that he was told, and even
undertook the ascent of “Pilate’s stair-
case,” as it was called, in order to obtain
an indulgence promised by the Pope. While
in the midst of the ascent, however, the
words, ¢ The just shall live by faith,”
flashed across his mind, and with the feel-
ing that this promised “life™ must be in-
dependent of any such penance as that he
was then performing, he at once abandoned
the undertaking. He was afterwards wont
to say that not for a hundred thousand
florins would he have missed secing Rome,
so much had the sight of it done to open
his eyes.

On his return he was created 2 Doctor
of the Holy Scriptures,—an honour which
almost overpowered him, and on this occa-
sion took an oath which was afterwards a
comfort to him in the crises of his life
which required all his resolution to mect
them ;—to study and preach the Bible all
his life, to maintain the Christian faith
against all heretics.

A tour of inspection which Luther made
about this time, as a substitute for his friend,
Staupitz, served to excite his sense of the
need of some reform 1n the Church. ¢ The
whole ground,” he said, ““was covered, nay
heaped up with the rubbish of all maoner
of strange doctrines and superstitions, <o
that the word of truth can barely shine
through; nay in many places not a ray of
it is visible.” Impelled irresistibly to do
what he could to make the light of truth
brighten, he promulgated—not at his own
University where it would have been an
casy matter, but at rfurt where he had



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

met with some hostility to his views—a
series of propositions in which he combated
the Pelagian idea, that man is able of his
own nature and will to love God and follow
righteousness. As ail man’s endeavours
—without the gospel,—to purify his moral
nature had been in vain, and the efforts of
thebest and noblest spirits had ended in des-
pair,—there was no hope for him with a will
thus in bondage to sin, but in the grace of
God through Jesus Christ, which could
alone remove that bondage and restore him
to the perfect law of liberty he had lost.
Cowper's well-known lines,

“ Hois a freceman whom the Truth makes free.
And all are slaves besides,”

cxpresses the idea that runs through
most of his propoesitions. However im-
portant the truth he thus defended was
to the 'cause he longed to serve, the
propagation of these theses excited but
little attention beyond the circle of the
University disputants. A University discus-
sion was indeed all that Luther then aimed
at. He was far from ambitious of notoriety,
and modestly avowing his own ignorance,
was wont to express his desire “to live
quictly in a corner.”

But the occasion was at band which was
to call him from his seclusion, and place
him before the world at the head of a move-
ment which as yet he had not contemplated.
To recruit the exhausted finances of the
Chureh, the Pope, Leo X, was advised to
have recourse to the sale of indulgences,
and the Dominican Tetzel was sent to pro-
secute throughout Germany this shameless
traffic. Indulgences were indeed the na-
tural result of a system, which regarding
sin merely as existing in external acts, con-
sidered them atoned for by an external
penance, money being to those who could
afford it, an casy way of commuting pre-
seribed penances.  But as the indulgence
required no pricstly absolution, and could
he administered by any sceular agent, thus
reducing it to a mere traffic, the abuse be-
came more glaring than ever it had been
before.  The Pope, out of the overflowing
treasury of Christ’s merits and the merits of
the saints, sold through his agent, to all
who could afford to buy it, 2 pardon for
their sins,—the scale of payment being re-
gulated according to the circumstances of
the buyer.  Tetzel sold pardons not only
for past, but for intended sins, and inform-
ed all who came near that by the payment
of a small sum they could release suffering
souls from purgatory, and scod them
“straight to heaven!”
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It may be easily imagined with what in-
dignation Luther—who had found out for
himself through so much suffering, that the
pardon was only to be found in Christ’s
free remission of sins—would hear of this
horrible traffic, and of the profanity of the
merchant. Finding that no one else would
move to oppose Tetzel, although many were
shocked by his proceedings, he at last
placed himself in the breach to oppose with
all his force so frightful an abuse, not
dreaming that by so doing he was in any
way interfering with the Church, or doing
ought but rendering it good service. On
the eve of All Saints, he took the decided
step of nailing to the door of the Church of
All Saints his celebrated ninety-five theses,
in which he asserted the unecessity of spiri-
tual repentance, and denounced the sale of
indnlgences as then carried on by Tetzel.
Want of space will not permit us to follow
Luther throughout his henceforth stormy
and eventful carcer. Ile was soon made
aware by the storm of ecclesiastical indigna-
tion that burst upon him, that his conduct
was looked upon as rebellion against the
Church. But he neither would nor could
retract. Throughout the contest he took
his stand upon the principle which he thus
declared at Worms: “ Unless I be convinced
by Seripture and reason, I neither can nor
dare retract anything : for my conscience
is a captive to God's word, and it is nuither
safe nor right to go against conscience.
Here I take my stand : [ can do no other-
wise. S0 help me God.”

The breach widened. One fruitless in-
terview after another with Papal legates
succeeded. Luther's eyes became opened to
onc error after another, till the special
question of indulgences sank into insigni-
ficance in comparison with the great prin-
ciples involved. Ile soon took his stand
against the absolute supremacy of the Pope,
—mintained the truth that as «ll Chris-
tians arc declared “an holy priesthood,”
the clerical order- is a mere function or
order of the Church, and fought bravely
for the civil and religious liberty of nations
against the encroachments of ccclesiastical
usurpation. The heart and sympathies of
all Germany were with him. Long weary
of the abuses and tyranny of ccelesiastieal
despotism, they responded to his call, and
rallicd enthusiastically around him, and
from henceforth the history of Luther may
be said to be that of the Protestant Refor-
mation.

Enough has been said to show the im-
pulses and principles which gave birth to
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the Reformation; cnough to show the
events both of external and internal history
which called forth Luther as its icader. A
few words may be said with regard to some
charges which have been made against his
theological opinions, by the advocates of
Romanism. He is said to have degraded
human nature, to have uadervalued reason,
and to have refused to acknowledge the
principle of free-will. With regard to his
statements respecting the depravity of
human nature, Luther had had too long
and painful an experience of the strength
of the evil principle in his own nature, not
to feel deeply and express strongly his sense
of that tendency to evil in humanity which
ncthing but the grace of God can correct ;
but the strongest of his expressions on the
subject are not stronger than those of St.
Paul himself. In one of his theses, he ex-
pressly stated that it docs not follow that
the will is in its nature bad; thatis, that
its nature is that of evil itsclf as the Mani-
cheans have asserted.”

As to reason, the meaning he attached
to the word when declaring its incfficacy is
plainiy not the faculty of discerning truth
amplanted by God in our natures,—but the
barren logic of the schoolmen, whose meshes
of endless and unintelligible subtleties had
so wearied and disgusted him, that in the

——

reaction he included reason itsclf in the
smue sweeping condemnation.  The results |
of the rationalism of our own day go far i
10 justify his strongest statements respect-
ing the fruitless wanderings of the human
reason when it has cut iwsclf off from the |
lxivine guidance.

_ In his statements respecting free-will,
Luther is indeed more vulnerable, but it
must be remembered that those expressions |
which may scan extrame were moulded
into their present form by the heat of con-
troversy or the ingenuity of pamdox. Ile
was not a prefound philosopher, and no
more than any one clse competent to solve
the deep question of the cxistence at once
of frec choice and moral responsibility with |
human powerlesness. It may be true, as ;
the poct |ays: .

-

# Q=7 wills are owrs, o smake them Thine ™ |
4
And yet who that has ever tried is not !
conscions that the grmee of God is neces-

[y to make than Ilis, and that witheat
this divinely-bestowed power it is impassible |
to do “any ood thing." The ncccssi(y{
for the soul being aciced upon by direct
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Divine agency, the reality of moral freedom
in Christ and its impossibility without Him,
were intensely felt by Luther, and expressed
with a vehemence that sometimes tended
to one-sided exaggeration.  With regard to
the principle he strove to express,—a few
words may be quoted from a writer whose
appreciation of Luther's character is pro-
found and true.—* It was this reality of
moral freedom in Christ, this undoing of
the heavy burdens that had lain on the
human conscience, that, more than all else,
gave impulse and triumph to the Reforma-
tion. The hearts of men were weary with
secking salvation in the way of the priests;
—this faith in a divine rightcousness near
to cvery soul, made for itself a joyful way
among the nations, and carried with it,
wherever it went, liberty and strength. It
was this, and no mere destructive zeal or
polemical logic that shook the ancient
Churches to their inmost shrines, and spread
a moral renovation throughout Europe.”
The writings of any man, so impulsive
and so much engaged in controversy as
Luther, must almost nccessarily contain.
some rash and ill;judged statements, but to
sclect these and judge him by thew,—how
manifestly unfair! Judged by the whole
spirit and tenor of his words aud actions,
Luther has nothing to fear. Throughout
we trace the sturdy manliness of character,
the profound conscientiousness, the unscl-
fish devotion to duty, the loving gencrosity,
the ardent poctic temperament, the un-

‘ daunted firmucess, the constancy of resolve,

the energy of action, that characterise this
greatest of the Reformers.  And which
figure will stand forth as the fittest repre-
sentative of St. Peter in this century,—the
amiable but worldly and luxurious Lo,
absorbed in his politics, his MSS,, his social
cnjoyments,—or the humble but Hery-
hearted monk, strugsling by night and day
in his lonely cell for salvation and holiness,
and when he found the truth hic sought,
devoting his life to the object of imparting
to the world around him the light and
liberty of the Truth which had made im
frec?
Ioxa.

Notr—in last moath'sasticle, for Jodn Feular
nad Jodn Tenle. a divist of the fourteenth
cenatary, whase life and sermons,; translated by
Uisgs Winkworth, give much insight inte the
religions life of that period, and with much
q=aintness and beanty of expression, conlain 2
great deal of profoandly cvangelical truth.
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@he Churches md therw Flissions.

THE MONTREAL ANNIVERSARIES. :

,_&53}‘
R

HE first of these meetings was
S f=s] held on Monday, the 22nd Jenu-
: . ary. It was the Thirticth
-',.:}c:.‘: Anniversaryofthe Montreal
éfé’?‘-: Religious Book and Tract
Society. The President of the |
Society, Mr- T. M. Taylor, occu- |
pied the chair. The report pre-
sented was of a rather despondin -
character; the pablic, as it staws, |
peither showing the interest, nor
contributing the pecuniary assist-
ance needed. The Committee has determined
10 abandon the book department, and to con-
fine itself to the work of tract distribution.
The speakers urged on the meeting the neces- |
sity for more interest in the society's operations.
The number of colporteurs had been reduced |
from four to onc and now tkere were none. There
had been s fair measure of sucess whilst the
work was being prosccuted, but the expense
was much more than the Society were able to i
stand. The resolution to give up the bouvk trade
at the present time was approved of, bata hope |,
was expressed that a change of circumstances |
might cnable the committec again tosee a pros-
pect of usefulness for this means of spreading |
Gospel truth. It was testified by Captain
Noble, of the Royal Engincers, Captain Shep- |
pard, of the 25th Regiment, aad Mr. Thery, ,
of the 30th Regiment, that the Scripture
‘eader had been of service to the seldiers in gar-
rison. He forms, asit were, 2 link between the
officer and the private—is zble to mingle more |
familiarly with the men than the Chaplain ean |
do, and is thus brought into clasc contact,
and learns wore of their feclings and wants.
Many of the soldiers showed by their attend-
ing the cvening Bible-classes that they were
in carnest in seeking after the thiags that be-
jonged to the peace of their souls. Soldiers
were not men from the lowest class. Capt.
Noble stated that in his own corps not
more ihan from two 10 five per cent. were
unableto read.  He was a warm-hearted fellow,
but taken easdy from fricnds and associates, he
was expased o preuliar wmptations, and had ‘
much to contend against. In speaking of the |
other resolutions, the imporiance of Tract distri- |
bulion, as a means of scatlering abroad the
good reed of the Word, twoas insisted upon, and
the meeting was urged to contribate to the ;
work by taking cvery opportunity of puttiag i
ttacis inta the hands of those with whom °
they me in comtacy, as well as by
mwoner gifi The Rev. Jeshua Frager gave *
some inletesling  information as to the
saccess and labours of the Pareat Secicly in °
Loadon ; and in the coarse of 2 veryable
adduced many considerations why it should e
sapporied by us instead of asking aid from it,
and that it wasour anxiliary socicly, instead of
the reveres, Mnce frem it came all the belp.
Tie Canadn Surnday School 'miva wet on the ,
fellowing cvening, at which Princijml Dawson
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occupicd the chair. The report was prefaced
by a just culogium on the late Mr. James
Milne, an old and tried friend, who had been sud-
denly cut off. The object of the Union was
stated to be one to supplement not to interfere
with congregational or denominational effort.
The only agent employed during the year had
been the Rev. J. McRillican, through whose
instrumentality much good sced had been scat-
tered, sound juvenile literawre disseminated,
aud schooi requisites, such as libraries, papers,
&c., supplied in many localities. The agert
had visited ten counties, with a population
225,915 souls, and 156 Sunday School districts
in twenty-six townships, ten in Eastern Canada
and sixteen in the Eastern scction of Western
In these fifty-one schools with 280
teachers, and 1,976 scholars, their efficiency
being well sustained. There bave been sup-
plied thirty-two libraries with 2,652 volumes.
The Depository have issued 6,223 volumes of
libraries and library books, 4,901 clementary
works, 61 Maps, 1776 Hyma Books, 837 Uniox
Question Books, 271 roll books and 1,515
Papers. The issnes amounted to $1,501.64 for
sales and §37.77 for grants, a total of $1,539.41.

The speakers referred to the great import-
ance of the Sunday School Work. In the re-
mate setilements of a newly settled country
great spiritual destitution must cxist, which
could only be reached by such an organisation
as the present. The agent showed that in

* places where the Sabbath had been desecrated,

it had, owing to the infiuence of the Socicty,
become respected.  In many thinly scitied

- localitics the minister had ncither leisure nor

means o found a Sabbath School. The Society
stepped in, and the school often hecame the fore-
runner of the Ghurch. The Rev. Dr. Jenkins
felt that the Society should command the sym-
pathics of every intelligent man and woman.
Canada must be both great and glorious, and
the Sablrath Schiool movement was onc of the
things which should make her so. Bt for the
Anicrican Sunday School Gnion in the Western
Staics, not more than half of the Churches
would be there.  The objection that the Sab-
tath School was not an apostolically ordained
institation might be true, but if parents refused
1o bring up their children aright, the Ghurch
must train up these who were in 2 state of re-
ligious orphanage. No culture was too great
to be expended upon the young, vet cvery
thing depended on the Divine Spirit.  The Rev.
Dr. Miller. of Ogdensbargh, said he stood Weere
1o plead for recipracity, not of commerce mede-
Ir, but of tove and affcction.  He spoke of the
home, the school, and the Ghurch, as a three-
fold coxd, not easily braken, which might not
only mise to the skics, bot bind together the
He traced wmany of the
latc trials of the United States to the neglect
of giving o God, and lrusied that Canada
would nol need to learn this desson.  The Rev.
Nr. Oresics, who spoke in Spanish, gave an
secount of the Bible work in Mexico, and con-
teaded At i that country would oninF Wrue
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liberty it must be by planting it firmly on the
Gospel.

The Meeting of the Montreal Auxiliary Bible
Soctely, which followed, was crowded to excess.
The chairman, the Hon. James Ferrier, said his
attention had been called to a letter in the
Presbylerian, complaining that speakers belong-
ing to Montreal were preferred to country
friends at the Anniversaries. They would be
glad if the latter would come and help them,
and the Committee had induced the Grand
Trunk Railway to bring them in at half fare.
Next year they intended to lhave as many
country clergymen as possible on the com-
mittee, and that they should take part in the
proceedings. Ilad the writer of that letter
given his name, he would most probably have
heen asked to tzke part in the proceedings.

The Report referred, in feeling terms, to the
death of the Rev. W. Darrach and of Mr. Milne,
who had taken a lively interest in the Suciety.
As suggested by Dr. Gill, agent for the Parent
Socicty, the committee had sentaresolutiva ap-
proving of the scheme of colportage propused
by Dr. Gill, to be caried out among the Freach
Canadians. Dr. (iill had reported to the con-
mittee on his visits to many of the branches of
this Auxiliary, and had borne testimony to
their cfficiency, as well as 10 the zeal of their
long tricd agent, Mr. Green. Messrs. Birks and
Reynolds have been employed as colportcurs
during the year, aad other four for portions of
the vear. The Victorin Branch bas raised
S100 towards the salary of a colportcur for
the lumbermen: the committee have sclected
afit person for the mission, having supplemented
the grant. The cmployment of an additional
colporteur is recommended.

There are now 193 branches. The receipts
this year have been $4,005.58, an increasc of
$401.25 overlast year,and of $73S8.33over 1563.
From the Depository have issued 6,968 Bibles,
§,456 New Testaments, and G21 portions, an
cxcess in all of 207 over last year. Free grants
of 79 Bibles and 115 Testaments have been
made, but these arc only for stricty missionary
or charitable institutions. A sum of £200, lcft
to the Society by Miss Bacrett, bas been in-
vested in good bank stock, and will be placed
in trust for the bLenefit of the Socicty. The
Ladics' Bible Association has, by mcans of
Bible women, heer. cnabled to reach o stratum
of socicty hitherlo deemed inaccessible. In
addition 1o three labouring among the British
population, & fourth was added last August to
go among the French population, with whom
she had much success.  As will be scen by his
report, Mr. Green, the agent, has been enabled
10 perform his dutics with his usual health and
zeal.  The report of the Parent Society is of a
hopeful nature. From ordinary sources of
revenue £151,053 l4s. 5d. had been reccived,
= sum of £12,168 10s. 5d. in cxcess of any pre-
vious year. The donations had been nnusually
1arge, including'some murificent sums.  There
had been issucd 2,439,127 copies.

The chairman mentioned that he and Me.
Greenshiclds hiad collected in the West Ward
of Moatreal, $1,100 in sums varying from =
quarter dollar to S10 and S15. And one firm
hiad seat that night $100, who bad promised
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when visited to send their share. The toial
collected in Montreal was $2,620.,

At the moment, said the Rev. Canon Ban-
croft, when every effort was made to over-
throw the Bible, it was singular that they
should be presented with the most encouraging
report both from this and the Parent Society.
After referring to the death of Mr. Milne and
the Rev. Mr. Darrach, be remarked that it was
strange when so many noble edifices were
erected for commercial purposes, that the build-
ing of a Bible House should be neglected. They
should do something, for if the colonies increased
for the next fifty years as they had in tho past,
vast as were the issues of the Parent Socicty,
they would scarcely be able to supply the
demand. There was a prospect of French Col-
porteurs being obtained fram France to go
among the Freach Canadians.

The Rev. Mr. Green gave an interesting ac-
count of his labours as ageat. He said there
were from 600 to 700 brauches in the country,
from 1,000 to 1,200 collectors, and from 8,000
10 10,000 contributors. The work of Bible dis-
tribution held 2 high place in the estcem of
country congregations, who were watching the
meeting of that cvening with interest, and on
whom its procecdings would have a favourable
or unfavourable cffect, according to the cha-
racter of the addresses, and the spirit showa.

The Rev. Dr. Jenking, after referring to the
changes that had takea place since he had been
in the habit of addressing them from t} ¢ plat-
form, said :

He did not fear attacks upon theBible. The
vindication of the Bible was the Bible itself; its
safety lay in its circulation amongst the masses.
e had no fear of the direction which religious
inquiry was taking. It was true, we were
sometimes startled by the theories of certain
Protestant ministers, but the circulation of the
Word of God was the antidole to be gelied on
against the poisonous spirit of scepticism,—
There was a dawn of hope in the dark horizon,
and this was the open Bible, with the Bible So-
cicty working so vigorously. Renan's book
had served to call attention to both the Old and
New Testaments in France.  What the colpor-
teurs and Protestant ministers had failed to do
in that country, had been accomplished by this
very book of Renan. A well-informed Freach
pastor bad told the speaker that men of cdu-
cation, taste, and rcfinement were reading
Chirist’s life ns narrated in the New Testament.
Neither hiad he any fear, in regard to attacks
on the five books of Moses by Colenso. Colen-
s0's writings hiad donic more than anything clse
for the authenticity of the Pentatcuch. Scholar
and accomplished mathematician ns be was he
had been refuted, and bis writings had led
people to biecome acquainted twith the Pa-
triatchs and with the dealings of Provideace
with its peculiar people. Hence he did not
care for the inquiry that had been mised. The
Bible, in the language of onc of old, was the
religion of Protestants, and he thanked God
that two million copics of it had been sent
out during the past year. Britain had raised
1o herselfl a Bible-monument ; and the Bible had
Taised hier to the topmost Alp of momal glory;
and we took courage for such a nation. He
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concluded by suggesting that the chairman and
forty-nine others should put down $1,000 each,
and build the needful Bible-house, as an offer-
ing to Gad, at the end of the most prosperous
year that Montreal had ever enjoyed.

The Cheirman rose to say that the Rev. Mr.
Alexander bad just pat into his hand s paper
from a gentleman, who would be one of fifty
to give $1,000 each, to assist towards the erec-
tion of a Bible-bouse.

The Rev. Dr. Irvine after some statistical
statements, showing the vast work which was
being accomplished by the Parent Society,
glanced at different European countries, show-
ing how they were welcoming the Bible. The

true welfare of a country was conneccted wi.n |

its inhsbitants being # Bible-reading and a
Bible-loving people. He then referred to the
wiumphs of free thought in metaphysics, for
which Scotland had become celebrated. Many
a Scotch mechanic could himself put down Dr.
Colenso. He could sec that there were not tho
disparitics and contradictions in the Word of
God which Dr. Colenso imagined he had dis-
covered. If we would sec our merchants, poli-
ticiang, judges, statemens, and colleges at their
highest attainable cxcellence, if we would see
tho pations no more at war with each other,
and breaking off all allegiance to Satan, it
must be by the gift and study of the Bible.

The Rev. D. H. McVicar said it was not a
strange thing that they should now be called
upon to defend the Bible, for the battle had
raged around the ramparts of truth from tho
first. The Bible had been buried by 2 monk,
and it had been resuscitated by one. The Bible
was yet being distributed broadceast; and
wherever it was sent it took hold of the heart
and the intellect, and suffered nothing from
assaults. On the contrary, its evidences had
been increased.  Onc great stronghold of the
enemy now was patural law, aon argumecat
which, though it might have force with the
atheist, could logically have nono with the
deist. At this day it was impossible to say
how much the sages owed to revelation ; but
all sccular history showed that man could not
risc from & state of degradation without the
light and power given by divine revelation.
The Bible was still the mighticst cengine of
power. It had not becomo effcic, but was
as cffective as ever.

Mr. Riley, & gentleman from Santingo, also
addressed the meeting briefly.

The mecting of the Frenck Cenadian Mission-
ary Socirly was hield on Thursday evening, the
chair being taken by Mr. John Redpath, Vice
President, in abscnce of the Vencrable Colonel
Wilgress, who has so long presided over it
The pupils of the Pointe aux Trembles schools
were present and sung several hymns during
the evening.

The report stated that the cducational de-
partmeat every year grows in importance, new
facts tesling the waluc of the schools in con-
nection with the Society. .

The Rer. J. A. Vernon continues Principal
of the boys® school. Mr. Rivet occupics his
former position of assistant teacher. Two of
the more advanced pupils are employed in the
school in subordinate positions.  Madame Ver-
202 ably superiniends its domestic affairs.
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The number of pupils admitted to the school
was 55, of whom 20 arc tho children of Roman-
ists. Last year there were 53, of whom 18 re~
turned to it this session.

The School for French Canadian girls re-
opened in October, 1864, under the charge of
Mddle. Fluhmann, of St. Imicr college, Switz-
erland, and closed after the examination in
May, 1865. The largest number of pupils pre-
sent at any one time during the session was 36,
consisting of the following classes : Children
of Roman Catholics, 13; children of Swiss
parents, 3; admitted for the first time, 12.

The annual private cxamination of both
schools took place in April. The public ex-
aminetion was held in May, and was more
largely attended than usual. The answers in
sacred and ancient geography, grammar, &c.,
excited a good deal of interest. The pupils
appeared also well versed in the Word of God.

Besides three ordained Pastors and those en~
gaged in the Institute at Pointe-aux-Trembles,
thirteen colporteurs were employed. During
the year 1368 copics of the scriptures have
been circulated amongat the French Canadians.
Of religious books and tracts 13,321 were dis-
tributéd. The cvangelists and colporteurs
report 922 meetings, and 11,572 visits or inter-
views with French Canadian Romanists.

Last year threc young men were roported as
under the charge of the committee with refer-
cnce to the ministry. Mr. Paul Vernier weat
to Geneva, and Mcessrs. Dionne and Rivet have
been cntered ng students of McGill University.
A Dirinity Students’ Fund has been com-
menced, to which John Henderson, Esq., of
Park, Scotland, and John Rogers, Esq., of
Montreal, have liberally contribated.

The Rev. J. A Vernon is Pastor of the Church
at Pointc-aux-Trembles, and about thirty
attend the menns of grace.

Several new places, such as Ottawa and
Ogdeansburg, are at present pressing their
claims on the mission.

The speakers referred to the state of educs-
tion as revenled in the roports of the mission-
aries and colporteurs, in which it was shown
that what ought to be the colmmon schools of
the country were, in many parishes, taught only
by friars and nuns, and if a good teacher wero
got he was removed to give place to onc of
these. It should be remembered that these
were schoals partly supported by Protestants.
The people now, however, showed that they
were beginning to lose their dread of the
pricsts and to read the Bible, the circulation of
which was increasing. To carty on the work,
students for tae ministry should be versed in
the original language of the Rible, and steps
ought 10 be taken to have them cducated hiere
instead of Genera, as formerly. The cducation
of colporteurs should also be attended to, and
such instruction given a5 was suitable for their
peculiar dnties. A small sum would do this,
about $500 being suflicient for from 30 to 40,
and part of this fund was already subscribed.
Although it was maintnined Roman Catho-
licism would fall, vet at present it was stronger
in Lower Canada than anywhere.

It was an ingenious systesn and had great
sitality, cvery apparent weakening of its
strength seeming only to give it greater vigour.
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The Bible was the only weapon which had had
the power to deal a death wound. It was not
by denunciations its power was to be des-
troyed, but by the exercise of charity, by prayer,
nnd faith in God's word. It is the mightiest
power the would has yet seen. It has turned

westward to this Coniinent, has laid hold of |

South America, and in Mexico wiclded its
authority with an insolence worthy of the days
of its greatest power. At home, tuw, there was
a romanizing tendency: in the States many of
ke educational institutions were coming under

its sway, and some of the civic authorities were .
Catholicism must be con- |

under its influence.
fronted by entire Protestantisi, and there was
reason to be ashamed io this couatry of the

tittle that had been done considering what an |

overwhelming proportion of the commcrce of
the Province was in the bands of Protestants.
lut the Gospel would yet overthrow the
Roman Catholic systema.  If God had brougit
about in so short 2 time freedom to the slave.
in 2 way which five years ago no man w. i

have dreamed of, would He not also work oat .

man’s s;iritual freedom from a still bitterer
bhondage ?

In the course of the evening, Mr. Riley, from
Chili, who had been born in South America,
said Le knew well what Romanisth meant.

Even there (God's word was becominge victo- |

rious. He referred to the case of Mr. Orestes,
who harld once hield 2 high and honoured positiou

in the Church of Rome, but who :ad lost the .
respect entertained for him ihere, because he
He showed the good

had rcad the liible.
cffects following thc determined stand wade
br onc man, who had taken a number of
Bibles to Mexico in defiznce of all the dangers
which threatened him.  The beauty and ferti-
lity of Mezxico were unsurpassed, the people
were intelligent, but Rame’s teaching had been
followed by indifference, irreligion and infide-
litr—gross superstition among the women of
th: higher ranis, and degmadation among those
of the Jewer. Were the ccclesiastics, who,

during the burning of the Church of Santiage, '

where so many perished, preferred to sace their
furniture rather than the lives of human beings.

{0 hinder the Bille from bSeing sent to that |
country 7 ile trusted that they would not, but |
that the Bible would be seni, and that stee- |

nuons cfior:s wauld be made to scck and sase
the fost,
On Frdar cvening, the usaal Uaion Wissian-

ary Meeling was beld, Mr. William Luan in the

chair.

The Rev. T, Derrick spake of the Missions of |
the Wesleyan Missionary Secicty. Ia the odo-

cational department of the Wesicyan Missions
there were catechists, intetprcters and teackers
t0 the number of 190§ . there were cight priat-
ing presses at wark on potlions of the Bibic
and usefal works. The literary depariment
and tmining of missionarics was not ncglccted,
theiv edacation ocing suited to the peosition
they were to occupr.  Of the Wesleyan orga-
nisation there were 633 circnuts, 4,659 churches,
358 missionaries. 15.157 paid and uopaid
agenls, €1,755 members, 13,873 oa trial for
membership, and 134,954 Sabinth scholars, and
oae missionary ship, the John Wesler. Last
»ear tbe amount reccived was $700,000, the
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| total amount up to 1861 being $19,000,000, -

and since that the Jubilec cifort had raised
{ that aiount, so that from 1813 to the present
. time, the total bad reached the amount of
© $24,000,000. Canada had contributed $52,000,
the amount from Montreal being $2,500.

Rer. Mr. Bonar said that while he would say
that Montreal was, as a whole, one of the most
ordetly, law nbiding and Sunday observing
cities on the continent, yet there was a dark
side to the picture. Ia ane district there were
over 568 Roman Catholics and 540 nominal
Protestants, of whom 261 said they attended
church and 279 did not, that is, some did once
2 month, some not once in three months, some
not at all since they had come to Montreal.
In another district there were 752 Roman
Catholins and 432 Protestants, of these 202
rarely, if ever, went to church. In another
" there were 328 Protestants, 140 rarely, if ever,

going, and in anotber 216 Protestants, 93 of
' whom made the same acknowledgment.  Thus
out of 1506 nominal Protestants, 714, or nearly
onc half, never went to church, or if a2t all
. only on rare occasions. They are not hostile,
. but mdifferent 10 the Gospel, not vicious nor
bad, nor unmindful of the dutics or relations
of life, hut they wautan iuvitation. There is
the respectable class living in good houses,
but sever bhaviag bLeen called upon, have for-
' goiten the way to church, uand nced to be
reminded faithfully of their duty. Anotker
ciass is the very poor, who necded charmty,
considerativn and kindly sympathy. The
victiias of intemperance were a third class.
There were enough of Mission Sabbath Schools,
better if ther were fewer and the work more
consulidated, hut in the Quebee Suburbs there
was great need, aud a glorious openiag for a
Mission Church. There was need slso for one
2t the other end of the city.  Next scmmer he
woped a church would be in process of erection
shere, part of the funds for which were already
collectrd. A good means of reaching the case
of non-atieaders at church was by Cottage
wectings. In onc originated lately, the first
cvening forty had comue, thirty-nine of wham
did not attend church, next cvening there we
sixty, the next seventy and the nextniacty, and
of this number neariy cighty very marely
catered 2 church door. The people twere hungey
for the Gospel.  There was no need of large
cxpensive churches. Dont, e sid, let as die
of respectability.  Don't let the rich all gather
for wership on the platcau in the upper past
' of thr city, while the poor arc left o huddle ia
small churches in the mean places.  Let there
be no uch division. There would be glowing
" accenats givea them of the Mission ficlds in
Afdica and ia .\sia, and the kearts of yonth
micht glow and they might ask, could they do
nothiag to preach the Gospel there.  Preach it
in Nontreal. The same God would bless Mis-
siorasy labours in Moatreal as abroxrd, and it
was as much wanted. Bat he would remind
them that the Qachec Suburks stood much in
» need of ths work, while the atleation of all was
. turned to Gnffiatown. Bat the whole city must

be cared for.  If not, and religions ordinances

were neglected, their sons woanld grow updrank-

atds and their daughiess drankards' wises.
The Rev. Dr. Wilkes said, it might surprite

— . e
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people that the body with which he was con- !
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Rev. Dr. Taylur scconded the motion, but

ne-ted—the Congregational—large as it was, ! would suggest that a vote of thanhs should

hiad no foreign missiuns.  But the London Mis-
sionary Society was supported mainly by them,
azsisted in part by Scoteh Presbyterians, and
had been in existence fur three quarters of a
century. The American Board of Foreign
Missions, whose home was Boston, was munifi-
cently assisted by one part of the Presbyterians
«f the United States.  1n the latter the female
mpiszivnaries were numbered, so that the wives
of the missionaries were counted.  In the Lou-

cnamerated.  In the West Indies the Loundon
Society had twenty-two missionaries besides
pative teachers and pasters. In the South
Pacific. in the viartous Polynesian groups there
wvere twenty-six English speaking missionaries,
and vast numbers of natives.  In Samoa there
xas a large tmining establishment for young
men, and anothier for voung women, br. Tur-
ner, of Glasgow, and Mr. Nisbet taking the
charge. The various groups had been divided

among the different denominations, so that the

one did not intrude on the work of the others.

In the North Pacific. the American Board had

been very successful.  The Sandwich Islands
were christiznized. and now hved under a

Constitutional Government, the idols being ’

gwept away. and the natives th: mselves having

Missionary Socicties, the Micronesian Mission

being one of this Kind. \ very iateresting
series of Isiands were the Lagoon Islands, with
from 10,010 to 60,090 on cach,where the natives,
from the teport of the new religion, bad thrown
away the idois and prayed for mmissionaries who
kad gone to them from Samoa.  In China there
wwere two missionaries and three assistants at
Foo-chow-fow, and at I'ckin and Ticn-Tsin
there were twelve.  In Hong-Kong, Amoey and
Macao the L.omien Sacicty had twemiy., In
India, the Awmcrican Leard had twenty-nine
wnale missionaries, and the London Society hiad
317 over India, a0 the Mabmitan, Mojara and
Ceslon, and in Madagascar iwelre, besides
printers, teachers, Xc. In Africa, at Gaboon
and among the Zulas, the American foard had
sixteen, and the Lonadon Society had at Cape
"oast nineteen, and bevond the himits of the
Cape Temritory iwenty. The Amenican Roard
was doing a great work in i'ersia and Turkey
with which the name of e, Schaufler was insc-
amably connrcied, besides those of Perking,
\Wright and others, who had addresced them
from ihat platform.  Tn Western Turkey there
were  twenly-thiee male and  twenty-eight
frrmale missionarics besides natives, the ladics
of this city supperting one of these,  In East-
etn Turkey there were forty-six, and among the
Nestorians there were six male and nine female
missionarics, besides seventy-four natives.

'
¢

also be given to the Grand Trunk Railway for
their liberulity in couveving those ministers
who had been present at half fares.  The Rail-
way had been 2 blessing to the Province, and
by this step it was assisting in the spiritual a;
it had done in its material prasperity,

The wotion, with this addition, was then put
and carricd.

The Rev. Joseph Scudder, who said he had

. been born in a foreign field, that of Cexlon, in
don Society only the male mission: -ies were :

which his father had laboured for forty years,
urder the same flag w3 theirs whom he address-
ed. gave o deepiy interesting account of the
Mission work in India with illustrations of the
sulitile nature of the nrguments of the natives,
and the manner of conducting Missionary work
in India, together with an outline of the mytho-
logy on twhich their religion is based. His
address wns listened to thruaghout with deep
interest. .

The Rev. Mr. Bonar proposed a vote of
thanks to Mir. Scudder and to the \merican
and Forcign Christian Unian, for the encoura-
gement his presence and the cordial words ot
greeting he had brought with him had afforded
them.

Ilev Mr. V¢ Viear seconded the motion,which
was carricd.

The Rev Mr McVicar said that the Canada
Presbyterian Church had 2 Mission in Red
fliver, cstablished fiftecn years ago, and now
numbered 00 or SOn, mainly Scotch aad
natives of the iled River district; they had a
small Mission amang the Crees, in Dritish
Columbia. Mr Jamicson had been for three

- years, and Mr Paff’ was established among the

.

There were thas of the American Toard 157

male missionaries and 762 natives, and of the
Londoa Nacicly 179 missionarics, besides the
natives. The income of the American Hoard
hizd been Jast vear $338.020, which ther might
cstimate as worth seven dollars to the pound
sterling and of the Londen Soeciety £91,048.

Dr. Wilkes moved a vote of thanks to thie
Trasices of the Wesleran Charch for their
kindness in granting it for the use of these
raectings.

miners at Vancouvers Island.  Their foreign
Mission was on a lunited scale, the necessities
of the IHome werk being so urgent. In this
they had as a Church increased in numbers.
After the disruption the Free Church so called,
had ouly from twenty-three to twenty-four
churches, with the two branches of the Canada
Presbrterian Church, united they now number-
cd abmut 300, He wished to give place to the
Rev. Irr. \iller, and would, thercfore, not detain
themn, but would suggest a volc of thanks to
Mr. Riley.

The Res. NG Miller congratulated himsel?
on being present, and delivered an address
encouraging the meeting in the work in which
ther were eagaged, the influence of whick from
Montreal, as the great centre of Iritish North
America, was felt far and near.

Rev. Joshua Fraser said that although the
Church of Scotland had been a hitle late of
cntering on the work of Forcign Missions, she
had manifested zeal in their prosccation.  Her
pecaliar splicre was Home Mission Work, and
to that she had mainly directed her attention,
believing that it pussessed the highest claims on
a national Chuseh.  The resulis might be scen
in the character of Scotch nen.  Into ali the
poor destizule loaalities she carried the Gospel,

. and liad cxpended last year on this work

. were doing & great work.

£100,000 sterling.  But she had lier Foreiga,
Colonial, Jewish and Indian Mission, which
Bat nonc of these

. churches c~uld boast themselves of what they
| kad doze, hombling themselves before God, all
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had to confess their short comings, pray for
more z2al, and do more in the future than in the

past.
We take the following from the Scotsman :—

Tug Pagrorat Aporsss oF THE GLasGow
Pressyrery.—The pastoral address on Sabbath
obcervance, adopted at the late meeting of the
Glasgow Presbytery, was read on Sunday to
the different congregations within the bounds.
The greater number of the ministers took oceas-
sion both to preach 2 sermon on the subject and
to preface the reading of the address with more
or less observations. The Rev. George Stewart
Burns, of the High Church, at the close of the
praise which followed the scrmon ia the after-
noon, said—* By order of the Presbytery, I have
pnow to read the Pastoral Address on Sabbath
observance. It is quite unneccessary fer me to
mention that with the spi.it—1with much of the
spirit—of the pastoral I agree. With many of
the duties whichit recommends to be discharged
1 als0 agree ; but from the principles on which
itis based I most empkatically and entirely
differ. [The rev. gentleman then proceeded to
read the address, whereafter hie remarked}—1
may mention that { intend to takean caily oppor-
tunity of preaching to you on the Sunday ques-
tion. Ipurposely abstain from doing so at pre-
sent, beeause 1 think the excitement on the sub-
ject ts much too great.”

The following account of the three disputants
in the Parent chiurch, we copy from the letter
of a correspondent in the London Times :

Dr. Robert Lee, one of the Deans of the
Chapel Royal, is a man of considerable learn-
ing, an =acute and =2ble debater, and teo
cautious, I think, to commit himsclf to a fatal
issue. IHc is not charged with any doctrinal
error, or with any misconduct as a clergyman.
Hc is anxious to revive in the Church of Scot-
land n partially liturgical service. This has
nothing to do with episcopalleanings. Knox's
very beautiful liturgy was used for vears aficr
the Reformation, but cventually it fell into
desuctude. The Confession of Faith was sub-
sequently received, not as 2 substitute for
previousiy existing symbols, but as “in nothing
contrary thereto,” and on this ground he advo-
cates the usc of a Jiturgy.  In celehrating bap-
tisins and marriages in church he is constiiu-
tionally right, and his opponents arc in the
wrong. The celebration of marriages in private
houses is most objectionable ar2 inexpedicent,
and his opposition to this practice docs him
great credit. His wenong a hood in the church
is his right as 2 Dri). of Edinburgh University,
and in no sense prelatical or cpiscopal. He
may have been g recipitate, and bave ridden his
hobby too hard, but evers one acquainted with
the service in Scottish parish churches czannot
he greatly surprised at his attempt to improve
it. It is onc of those things that, let alone,
will dic out asan extravagance, and leave good
and lasting results.

The second éclinquent is Principal Tulloch,
a scholar, and posscssed of commanding in-
fluence.
Faith have cxcited great alarm in Scotland.
But it appears to me that they have reccived
an inlcmperaic interpretation.

His oliscrvations on the Confession of @

He dots not .
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abjure the Confession he signed at his ordina-
tion. He asserts, as I understand bim, what
every Protestant holds——that the confession of
Faith, just like the Thirty-nine Articles, is the
composition of learned and good, but fallible,
men ; that it does not express every truth coa-
tained in the Bible, and that many ~f its dog-
matical definitions are capable of being ex-
pressed in better terms. lle holds that the
Protestant rule of fauith is not the Confession
of Faith, but the Bible; and, therefore, that
the elevationfof thelatter high above the former
is just and right. 1 am persuaded thisis the
answer he will give his accusers.

The third delinquent is Dr. M'Leod, who has
rendered great service to the Missionary work
of the church. His object, I have no manaer
of deubt, was a good one, but his unfolding of
that object in his specch was most unhappy.
He meant to sweep away from the Sunday,
Scotch prejudices and Jewish traditions, and
to show itis a festival, not a fast—a solemn
day, not asad one—n day of Christian freedom,
not legal restraint—less a law, and more a
privilege. But unfortunatcly in removing cob-
webs he has struck at the foundations on which
the institution rests, and done mischicf I hope
it is not too Iate to repair.  There are signs of
his receding from his false position and recall-
¢ ing much he has said. Especially his rejection
of the Ten Commandments as a role of life to
Christians, is wholly untenable, and if persisted
in must involve very serious consequences 10
himself. None of the Reformed Churches—
and lenst of all the Churchof England—accept
such theology. The late Rowland Hill, of
Surrey Chapel, received a visit from a Dissent-
ing wminister, who called to teach him that the
decalogue was an exhausted Jewish law, and
notwise obligatory on Christians. At the close
of bis interview Mr. Hill rang the bell for his
servant, and on his entering he said, ¢ Show
this gentleman out, and keep your cye on the
: umbrellas, overcoats, and hats in the hall” |
I think the contreversy will setile down, and
¥
L]

that the admirable and temperate repiies of
Dr. Macduff and Mr. Charteris will leave their
just influence on the genial and candid mind of
Dr. MLeod.

! Scosrasp.—This hasbeen amonth remarkable
i for its addresses and spreches on subjects of
t religious interest.  The first of these was the
i farewell address of Mr. Gladstone, at the
; closc of the pesiod of his rectorship of the Uni-
l versity of Fdinburgh. The address, now

universally known, was onc of the ablest he
I hasever delivered, giving 2 most comprehensive
i view of the prepamation of the world for
| Christianity, and the part especially occupied
' in 1his prepamtion bythe Greek nation.  Mr.

Gladstone, accepting the Scriptural nccount
; of the origin and division of the human family,
" attempled to traee the ancient traditions, as
moulded by the Greek mind, secking especially
io find a place for a Divine incarnation in the
¢ Greek mythelogy. His conclusions have of
¢ course been much disputed, running counter
as they do to the mationalistic position as to the
' erizin, and dissemination of the human mce,
and o the popular jdea of Judaism, as coa-
tining in ancieat times the only clements oy
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Divine truth. Whether, however, all or even
many of his positions be tenable, the address
15 most valuable in its breadth of view aud
;15 suggestiveness: and its delivery at the seat
of a Scotch university was appropriate to the
theological and speculative spirit of the Scottish
people. .

Mr. Froude, well known by his lnstory of
iLe times of Henry VIHI. and Elizabeth, has
Arlighted the Presbyterian spirit of Scotland by
jectures delivered hefore the P’hilosophical
institation, in which he gives to John Kpox a
position 8 high as ever given him by Lis most
ievoted admirers. e traced his inflaence in
1the events of his time, ia preserving the
i.bértics of the peopie—ahmust single-handed—
and in resisting the most subile influences of
swily politicians to overthrow them. He com-
mended his Prestyvterian Church constitution
23 fitted to the genius of the people, and as the
lest support of their liberties . and he attempted
1> show that, to 2 great extent, through the
frecdom established in Scotland, hebecame in-
directly the preserver, in after times, of the free
institutions of England. No such defence, from
a political point of view, has appeared before
of the great Referiner, against whom such
~harges have een made of incivility and bar-
Farism, by those who have beenready to forget
ihat he was contending in 2 crisis for the life
or death of a pation.

The clection of Mr. Thomas Carlyicto the rec-
torship of the Edinburgh University is an cvent
not without its significance. Mr. Carlsle has had
more sway over the vouthful mind of Scotland
at its most important stage for the last twenty
vears than any other man: large as has been
Lis influence genemlly, it has nowhere been so
great as in his own country, where the Perser-
ridum ingensm, which he was pre-cminently,
%ads apundant svmpathy. It is not his views
o7 opinions which are difficult to discern, that
Lave produced nearly as much influence as his
iove of truth, and baired of mere conventional
slams.  Many indeed of his warmest admirers
difer widely from his pronounced opinions, and
1ot a few of the most carnest adherents of re-
vealed religion fecl that they ows to him a debt
uever to be forgotten in that love of candour
and trathfelness nnd biravery of spirit, which
t reathes through all his writings. No honour
lately bestowed has received more hearts appro-
tatien from many of the bLest of his countsy-
men.

ExcLasp—~—A cotrespondent of the Daily
Nars says that it is ¥ generalis belicved that
ke Pope has determined upon creating another
Archbishopric in  England, and that Dr.
Ullathorne, now Bishop of Rirmingham, will
te the new Archbishop, and be wade titular
primate of the North of England. The two
predntes will most likely receive the Cardinal's
hat together next summer, when there is to be
an immense assanbly of Bishops from all parts
of the world in Rome. Dr. Ullathorne is of
an old Roman Catholic family, has been twenty
~ears a Bishop, and was formerly a Beaedictine
monk, o that his clevation toan Archbishopric
will no doubt be very popular amongst his co-
religionists in England ; besides which, Ric-
winghaw has been long the centre of the most
Catholic part of England. Moasignor Clifford

m—tre - —ee
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an English resident priest in Rome, a near re-
lative of Lord Clifford, is deputed to gather
subscriptions in the Holy City for the cathedrat
which is 10 be built in London as 2 memorial
of Cardinal Wiseman, 1 hear that no less
than « hundred thousand pounds sterling, to
extend over five years in payment, has already
been promised, and of this a fifth has actually
been paid into the bank.”

IugLasp.—An appeal has been made by the
Foreign Mission of the Presbyterian Church to
raise the annual collection from 2000L. to 3000/,
and to scnd out more missionaries. The congre-
gation presided over by the Rev. Dr. Morgan
lmsIanswercd this appeal by contributing oves
4301,

A controversy between two clergymen of the
Presbyterian Church on the nature of the doc-
trine of assurance, has been terminated by a
Commission of the General Assembly, who,
after a lengthenced hearing, decided that there
was no violation of the (Confession of Faith.

The Encyclical of the 'ope has produced 2
curious result in Belfast 3 Roman Ca:iliolic
Institute and Readisg Room was established
there some years ago. The management has
not lately been plensing to the Bishop, whose
proposed changes were pronounced by some
sharcholders to involve a confiscatiou of their
property. Cn receiving them the Bishop was
oat-voted, and immediately issucd a mandate,
resting on the authority of the 48th, 57th, and
22nd propositions of the Encyclical, and re-
quiring four conditions from the directors ; that
he should decide on the constitution of the In-
stitute, approve of the rules of manageraent,
have the right of excluding ang member he
pleased, and be the sole judge of the books,
ncwspapers, and lectures to be admitted. For
any vielation of these conditions he would con-
sider it his duty, “ to debar from the Sacra-
ments, all and evesy one who may become a
member, or aid in its construction.”

Fraxce.—The Reformed Church is still pian-
ning campaigns against the Rationalists and
Radicals, to which State assistance joins it in
awkward union. It hasin Parisrcjected 2 new
pastor presented to the Presbyterial Council
by A. Coquerel, senior, as his assistant, on
account of his vague, evasive answers to plain
questions on Christianity and the resurrection
of our Lord. Nine votcs against two excleded
him. The Rationalist Pasteur Pelissier, of
Bordeaux, vho openly spoke against  the
wiracles of the Bible in Calrin’s pulpit in
Geneva, has drawn down upon himsclf his
exclusion from all the Genevan pulpits by the
Consistory of that city.

Yet the clever and worldly popular language
of the Rationalist party rather points to the
future as theirs. Among the minor crvents
which hiave irritated sorely the orthodox is the
gliding of a chapel near P’aris o1 t of thehands
of the Iatter into those of the former, aud the
name of Evangelical Ailiance having been as-
sumed by the Rationalist commitice of this
chapel.

It is undoubtedly a time of painful expec-
tancy and in many of discouragement; while
the Power from on high seems not yet shed or
the various churches, whilc conversions take
place individually, no strong iaflucoce i3

n
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exercizsed over the people beyond the very |
narrow circle of each church.

The necessity of acting on the masses is so
urgent that a meeting of the Free Churches of
Paris was called for discussing the sabject, and
a report was read. Strange indeed to the
earnest Christian was the discouragement
manifested, and yet not strange when he saw
the fallacies on which hopes had been building. .
The report passed in review the various grand |
epochs of Christianity . first its establishment
by Jesus Christ and His apostles ; everything |
favoured its reception , the Jewish nativp was
prepared by long hearing the proplets and liv-
ing in religious atmosphere, and vreaching was
rendered casy by full freeduin to meet together
under a genial climate. On the Pagans, the
Christian life of virtue and family union, to- .
gether with teaching, had a preparative in-
fluence algo. Three centuries Jater, when the
emyire had received Christianity outwardly,
the action to be borne upon it was that of the |
catcchumenate, the pulpit, and the pen. A,
the Reformation there was & connexion with
the Roman Catholic Church uever snapped.
Luther was and remained Professor in the Uni- |
versity ; all was ready, and when his theses
and writirgs apgeared, they flew like wildfite
throughout the m.-<cs. In each case a pre-
pared people rosponded to words or deeds of
power. Now ut the present time, we in France
in the midst of & Roman Catholic population,
have two great national Piotestant Chwrches,
and six small independcent ones.

GeErMavy—Bentiv.—You are aware that an
Association for Building Churches was furmed
here last year. Dr. Kogel, one of the chaplains
10 the King, started it by drawing the attention
of Christians to the great disproportion of the
numbers of inhabitants in the city to the jlaces
of worship. The society has no means to
build large churches.  Itonly wishes to remedy
the immediate need by erecting temporary
chapels, in which congregations may be gather-
ed. This voluntary cflort of Clristians is a
living testimony to the value they atiach to
the blessings of the Gospel. and will, 1 hope,
aid in opening the exes of those whose duty it
is to help, and who have the means to do sv.
The first of these temporary chapels was opencd
on Sunday, the st of October. Crowds came
to the opening service, so that though I was
there before it commenced, I, in common with
many others, was unable to obtain admission.
The Lord has already visibly blessed the new
congregation, and it wasa great pleasurc to |
gee the crowd of happs children flocking there
last Sunday, ns the new Sunday-school con-
nected with it was epened.

ITaLy —I bave lately been perusing with
decep interest the printed official copy of the
new Civil Code, which comesinto operation on
the 1st January next.  When the annexations
of Tuscany, Lombardy, Emilia, and the south-
ern  provinces were effected, many delicate
questions arose in the administration of the
law, owing ta th~ diversities in the civil and
criminal codes of these diffcrent duchies aond
kKingdoms. A jwrlinmentary commitice was
appointed four yvears ago to bring order out of
this confusion, and the result is now before us
in a document, already approved of by both |
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houses of Parliament , and signed by the King,
which places the young kingdom of Italy at
least ona level with Western nations. The
bearing of this magaificent piece of legislation
on religion is that which will most interest
your readers. 1tisthe heaviest blow yet dealt
to the Papacy in the land of its former sover-
eign svay. From the beginning of next year
men uf every creed are left at liberty to call in

" the services of their religious teachers ¢n all

sulemi occasiuns .. the lives of citizens ; but
that which gives validity tu the various acts
connected with the birth or baptism, the mar-
riage or intermaent of an lialian subject, from
the Alps to Mount Etpa, is the registration at
the Comunild, or the presence of the civil ser-
vant of the Crown on these interesting ucea-
sions. In this way the power of the priest is
greatly shorn. Su complicated have been tbe
questivns, cspecially in relation to marriage,
not only as wwmoung native Evangelicals, but
also between ltulian and Britisk Protestants,
such trouble have these difliculties given to the
friends of evangelization resident here, that now

* that the new Luw speaks so clearly and advan-

tageously, the Claudian Press has issued in a
clicap and portable furm that part of the Civil
Coude referring tu marriage, accompanied by
explanations frum the pen of Dr. de Sanctis,
in urder that the scattered Evangelicals may
be made thoroughly aware of their privileges.

Without cutering into particulars, which
it would be premature to meation, and which
it is impossible to rclate so as to satisfy the
various parties, I am happy tosay that o grow-
ing feding tvwards brotherly kindness and
united cffort prevails among all the ranks of
Italian Evangelicals. I have asready noticed,
in furmer letters, ascvidences of this, the meci-
ing at Bologna of the Free Italian Brethren, tbe
Milan Committee, and the movewent of Signor
Gavazzi. To these may now be added an
attempt at o better understanding among the
Christians in Flerence, the address of all the
Evangelists maintained by the Methodists to
the Wesleyan Committee, and a pamphlet on
+ A Truc Evangelical Alliance,” by a Milarese
Evangelical. Iu referring to these things 1 am
far from saying that anything has as yet been
accomplished. Nevertheless, it is of itself a
great advance that, all over the country, the
need is feit of organisatiou, fellowship, and
union.

Rissia.—A new step on the pathof religious
toleration has just been taken by the Govern-
ment of this country. A scries of reforms,

" aiming at the amclioration of the lot of the

Jews in Poland, and in the other western parts
of the Russian empire, isin course of execution.
Up to the present day the Israelitish population
of these countrics, whichamounts to more than
a million and a half, has been as it were rele-
gated within a few hours, ané shackled in its
religious and othet kinds of deveiupment.

" This situation has in part been happily modified

by various measures. In particular an imperial
ukaze, recently published, concedes to all Jews

" occupied in any industrial pursuits the right

of travelling and settling in ali parts of the
lussian cmpire. Itis hoped that the liberty
allowed to these classes will seon be extended
to all their co-religionists.



