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TeMpLE oF JUPITER, BAALBEC.

Temple of Jup'ter, Baalbec. The cella of this superb building is still entire,
but most of the columns have fallen. Enough
o ) [ remains entire and in situ, however, to give a
N BY THE REV. GEO. J. BOND, B.A. very vivid idea of its original beauty. The
d wealth of delicate sculpture in the ceiling which
Tue Temple of Jupiter at Baalbec, is the connected the peristyle with the cella, particu-
of finest and most perfect and elaborate in Syria, larly in the capitals, and the elaborate orna-
ts and larger than the Pantheon at Athens. It mentation of the magnificent portal, is ‘pcrfectly
amazing. This portal is twenty-one eet wide

was of the same general style as the Great
Temple—a cella and peristyle—and its dimen- |
sions are two hundred and twenty-seven feet by

and forty-two feet high, and the jambs, which

are monoliths, are sculptured most delicately
one hundred and fifteen. In the peristyle, were with a band four feet wide, representing fruit,
originally forty-two columns, fifteen on each | flowers, and vine leaves. The lintel is in three
side, and eight at each end, and these columns | parts, and the massive key-stone, durin%; an

. were sixty-five feet high including base and | earthquake in the last centur{, slipped from

] capital, six feet three inches in diameter at the | its position, and is now upheld by a pile of
base and five feet eight inches at the top. rough masonry.




SUNDAY -SCHOOL BANNER.

The interior matches the exterior of the
building, in the profusion and richness of its
carving, and in the elaborateness and grace of
its detail ; and, indeed, every fresh turn in and
about these marvellous precincts gave one some
fresh evidence of the taste, the time and the
wealth that had been lavished in erecting and
beautifying these stupendous fanes of an effete
superstition and a decaying national life.
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The Model Teacher.

Ler me sketch the model teacher. He should
have good health. I do not mean to say must
have, but if he has not good health he should
be able to enjoy poor health. A sour, morose
Pperson, one who is cross because he has dyspep-
sia, or who has dyspepsia because he is cross,
cannot be so sweet, gentle and genial through
the Sunday-school hour that the children will
not detect that it is not his usual humor.

He is always neat, tidy and as attractive
as possible. I have known children to be im-
Bremd by so aeeminﬁly small a thing as well-

ept finger nails. e is very cordial to the
children. If he really wants them to come to
the school (and he certainly should), he lets
them know it. Makes them feel that he misses
them if they are absent, and they miss some-
thing by staying away. I heard of a child who
Was very anxious to go to Sunday-school one
rainy day. “‘But, my child,” said her mother,

‘“you cannot go to-day; see how hard it is
raining.  You will be drenched aud catch a
dreadful cold.” * But, mamma, .| must go.
My teacher will be there and expec. me, She
will feel so bad if I am away, she will cry.
Why, I must go.”

Very few children will continue coming to
the class ignorant of the lesson if they expect
the teacher will be there and be ready to teach
them.

He shakes hands with the children on enter
ing the class. If he knows of any of their home

ople who are sick he inquires about them and
r:u the children know he is interested in them.

This pattern teacher knows what he is going
to teach and knows how to apply it to the chil
dren. The .ame thing will not do for all chil-
dren.  Different capabilities, different home
training, different temperaments and many
other things must be taken into consideration.
There is a vast deal more in every lesson than
can be taught, and enough for each pupil to
have just what he needs.

He gets all possible light on the subject and
prepares himeelf to all the questions he
thinks the children may ask about it.

This teacher is a thorough Christian, He
prays earnestly for guidance in teaching and
that the children may be brought into the mar-
vellous light. He thinks, ‘I must impress the
truth upon the minds of the children, Iam
sure if the truth does not save them they will
never be saved, and it may be if my application
of the truth does not save them they will never
be saved.” 1In short, his one aim is to set a
good example before the children, and to do
nothing that he would not be willing for them
to doalso. He teaches them punctuality by
being punctual himself. He teaches them
reverence by being reverent, and teaches them
love for the Bible and for the school by loving
them himself.— Michigan Advocate.

PN SR —
Why Not ?

Way not expect to win your class for Jesus ?
You say that the parents are indifferent or
openly unchristian ; that the church is a worldly
one; that little effort is put forth in your school
for the conversion of the children ; and that you
cannot hope in one little hour to counteract the
worldly influences brought to bear upon the
ﬂoung minds and hearts all through the week,

ut ‘Al things are possible to him that
believeth,” ¢ Tge things which are impossible
with men are possible with God.”

1t is yours to bind those young hearts so
firmly to the throne of God that the strong cord
can never be broken. How? By your fiving
faith! Expect them to become the followers
of the risen Christ, and let them know that you
expect it.  You cannot simulate such an expec-
tation. If you do not have it, get it in your
closet or in some other place of prayer, where

only it
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only it can be found! And, having received it,
then work rationally and faithfully toward that
end.

When we expect to accomplish a given work,
48 building a house, for instance, we set about
it in a definite and confident way, working
steadily toward the end in view. Expenditure
of time, thought, and money, careful super-
vision, unflagging interest, and well-directed
offort, all these are a matter of course. ¢
# Shall we do less when we seek to kelp in
fashioning temples that shall stand forever?

B

Sing Unto the Lord.

LLEWELLYN A. MORRISON.

“1,will sing of Thy mercies in the morning.”

Trou God of Creation !

Omnipotent King !
With glad adoration

Thy glory we sing ;
We sing of salvation

The gift of Thy grace—
Thy perfect oblation

For Adam’s lost race.

At morning we praise Thee,
To Thee doth belong
The glory we raise Thee
In anthem and song.
The night beareth to us
The strength for the days;
Thy mercies renew us
‘o walk in Thy ways.

Through love we inherit
The shield of Thy might ;

Thy word and Thy Spirit
Are guiding and light—

Our comfort in sorrow—
Our buckler in strife—

Our hope for each morrow
And promise of life.

Qur souls in Thy keeping
Are safe, in Thy hand—

O waking, or |Ieesing,
On sea or on land—

No harm cau betide us,
At last, on Thy breast,

We safely shall hide us
In permanent rest.

P —

A CONGREGATION OF ONE,—When Judson
carried the message of salvation to the villages
and jungles of India, he declared his conviction
that men must be red d to God by p y
individual contact with those who knew the
grace of Christ, and he said, “I am determined
to preach the golkel wherever I can find a con-
gregation of one.

Opening and Closing Services.
TWIRD QUARTEAR

OPENING SERVIOR.

L Silence,

II. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion:
and unto thee shall the vow be performed.

School. 1 will pay my vows unto the Lord
now in the presence of all his people.

Supt. The Lord is nigh unto all them $uat
call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth,

School, Because he hath inclined his ear unte
me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I
live.

Supt. Glory ye in his holy name: let the
heart of them rejoice that seek #he Lord.

Al. Let the words of my mouth, and the
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy
sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer,

III. Singing.

1V. The Apostles’ Creed, or Ten Command-
ments.

V. Prayer, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in
concert.

VI. Reading Scripture Lesson.

VII. Singing,

LESSON SERVIOB.
L Class Study of the Lesson.
11. Singing Lesson Hymn,
III. Recitation of Title, Golden Tex$, Ous-

line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Leasoum,
by Pastor or Superintendent.
V. The Supplemental Lesson.
VI. Announcements (especially of the Chureh
service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

L B8inging.
IL. Sentence.

Supt. We ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which he have heard, lest a%
any time we should let them slip; for how shall
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.

IIL Dismission.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER.

A. D, 30.]

LESSON VI. THE APOSTLES’ CONFIDENCE IN GOD.

[Aug. 7.

GOLDEN TEXT. They spake the word of God with boldness. Acts 4, 31,

Authorized Version, ’

Acts 4. 1931, [Commit to memory verses
20-31.]

19 But Pe'ter and John answered and said unto
them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to
hearken unuto you more than unto God, judge ye.

20 For we cannot but speak the things which we
have seen and heard,

21 8o when they had further threatened them,
they let them go, finding nothing how they might
punish them, because of the people: for all men
glorified God for that which was done.

29 For the man was above forty years old, on
whom this miracle of healing was showed.

23 And being let go, they went to their own
compuny, and reported all that the chie! priests
and elders had said unto them.

24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their
voice to God with one aceord, und said, Lnnf. thou
art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and all that in them is;

95 Who by the mouth of thy servant Da’vid hast
said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people
imagine vain things ¢

98 The kings of the carth stood up, and the
rulers were gathered together aguinst the Lord,
and against his Christ.

27 For of a truth against thy holy child Je'sus,
whom thou hast anointed, both Her'od, and Pon'-
tius Pi'late, with the Gen'tiles, and the people of
15 ru-¢l, were gathered together,

98 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy coun-
se¢l determined before to be done,

20 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings:
and grant unto thy servants, that with all bold-
ness they may speak thy word,

30 By stretehing forth thine hand to heal: and
that signs and wonders may be done by the name
of thy holy child Je'sus,

81 And when they had prayed, the place was
shaken where they were assembled together: and
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they
npuku the word of God with boldness.

\
\

TIME.—A. D. 30, on the same day with the
events of the last lesson, PLACE.—Jerusalem,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The decrees
of God,

HOME READINGS.
M. The apostles’ confidence in God.
Acts 4, 10-31,
Tu. Exhortation to boldness, Matt. 10, 28-39,
W. A strong helper, DPsa. 124,

Revised Version.

19 But Pe'ter and John answered and said untc
them, Whether it be right in the sight of God
to hearken unto you rather than unto God,

20 judge ye: for we cannot but speak the things

91 which we saw and heard. And they, when
they had further threatened them, let them go,
finding nothing how they might punish them,
because of the people; for all men glorified God

992 for that which was done. For the man was
wmore than forty years old, on whom this miracle
of healing was wrought.

93 And being let go, they came to their own
company, and reported all that the chief priests

| 94 and the elders had said unto them. And they,

when they heard it, lifted up their voice to God
with one accord, and said, O Lord, thou that
didst make the heaven and the carth and the
95 sen, and all that in them is: who by the Holy
Ghost, by the mouth of our futher Da'vid thy
servant, didst say,
Why did the Gentiles rage,
And the peoples imagine vain things?
26 The kings of the earth set themselves in ar-
ray,
And the rulers were gathered together,
Against the Lord, and against his Anointed :
97 for of a truth in this city against thy holy Serv-
ant Je'sus, whom thou didst anoint, both
Ier'od and Pon'tius I'i'late, with the Gen'tiles
and the peoples of Is'ra-el, were gathered to-
28 gether, to do whatsoever thy hand and thy
20 counsel foreordained to come to pass.  And
now, Lord, look upon their threatenings: and
grant unto thy servants to speak thy word with
30 all boldness, while thou stretchest forth thy
hand to heal ; and that signs and wonders may
be done through the name of thy holy Servant
51 Je'sus.  And when they had prayed, the place
was shaken wherein they were gathered to-
gether ; and they were all filled with the Toly
Ghost, and they spake the word of God with
boldness,

Th. Glorying in persecution. Phil. 1. 12-21,
F. Suffering with Christ. 1 Pet. 4. 1210,
8. Without fear. Psa. 27, 1-8,

8. More than conquerors. Rom. 8, 28-39,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 195, New Canadian Hymnal.
Stand up! stand up for Jesus




Aug. 1.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

405

No 188, New Canadian Hymnal,
Am I a soldier of the cross.

No, 193, New Canadian Hymnal,
Onward, Christian soldiers.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos, 107, 103, 105,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,. |
1. Threatenings, v. 19-22,

To what decision did the Jewish council come?

What question of duty did the apostles recog-
nize !

What principle governed them?  (Acts 5. 29.)

What warning had Jesus given them? (Matt,
10, 28.)

What was the great work to which God had
called them?

What restrained the council from injuring the
apostles
2. Praises, v. 23-28,

When * let go?” what compuny did the apostles
seek !

Why did they seek such company !

What report did they make, and to whom !

How were the tidings received !

What is ** fraternal sympathy "

How does this eonduct show it ?

What was their refuge in their peril?

Agninst whom did they realize this enmity to be
directed ¢

What was the burden of their prayer?

What is meant by lifted up their voice to God?
(Ver. 24.)

What caused them to do this?

Numne some other ease whoere they prayed in this
way.
3. Boldness, v. 20-51.

For what special grace did they ask? (Ver. 20.)
What special reason to ask for miraculous uid ?
What three results followed their prayer?

Why may we call these ¢ blessings "

Why call them * abundant "

Why should this encourage us to pray together
What is the GoLpex Texr?

Practical Teachings.
1. How fur should rulers he obeyed?
2, What is true wisdom in questions of divided
duty ?
3. What may we expect when we eall upe . God
for help and direction ¢
4. Shall we ask for deliverance from trial, or
help in trial 7 What lessons may we learn about—
1. Our company? 2 Our prayers? 3. Our

gifts? 4. Our work ¥

Hints for Home Stady.

Find other instances of Peter’s boldness in testi-
fying for Christ after the pentecostal blessing.

Find and read the psalm quoted in this prayer.

Write down any reasons that come to your mind
for believing that the apostles at this time pecul-
iarly needed supernatural sights and sounds to but-
tress their faith and to impress others with the
truth of their testimony.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Threatenings, v. 19-22.
What did the apostles ask the council to decide?
What did they say was their own decision
What did the council do with them ?
Why were they set at liberty ?
How did the people regard the miracle?
What was the age of the healed man?
2. Praises, v. 23-25,
Where did the apostles go when released ?
What report did they make !
How was the report received !
To whom did the company offer praise !
From what Old Testument book did they quote?
What words did they quote ?
To what rulers and people were the words ap-
plied ?
Against whom was their conspiracy !
3. Boldness, v. 20-31,
For what did the apostles pray !
What did they ask the Lord to do?
How was the name of Jesus to be honored ?
What followed their prayer?
What happened to the disciples !
What did they do? (Gorvex Text.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are wo taught—
1. To obey God rather than men?
2, To seek God’s help in trial ?
3. That God answers prayer!?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Try to find in another chapter of Acts another
story of an apostle healing a eripple.
Find and read the story of the first prayer-meet=
ing of the disciples after our Lord’s resurrection.
When was the Holy Spirit first given to Gen-
tiles !

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What did the rulers forbid Peterand John todo?
To teach about Jesus,
What did Peter say ! ‘That they must obey
God, -

What is & good man’s first question? “exs it
right 7
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What did the rulers do! They threatened Why did the apostles axk God to make them
the apostles. bold? So that they might speak the truth,
Why did they not punish them? They feared What did they ask to have done in Jesus's
the people. name?! Signs and wonders,
Who were praising God for w hat Tiad been done ¥ What eame upon them while they pray ed? The
The people, Holy Ghost,
What made the miracle seem greater? The What will give us strength to work for God !
man healed was forty years old. The gift of the Spirit.

"here did Pete: John go whe sy Were i .
Where did Peter and John go when they were Words with Little People.
free? 'To their friends. Miaaias it A
. A " . . A Christian child needs Courage to speak the
For what did they all praise God?! For save A
A truth about Jesus; Love, to bear with those who

ln&.:}:e:‘l"‘m 1 to destroy them? Their ene are Jesus’s cnemies ; and Strength, to do right, ne
o 8 om ? - 5
* matter how many do wrong.

mies. s ol e
Who has power over all kings and rulers ! The m (-'ll:];r"\:!.':-il;"mg“' Love, Strength when he gives
great God. b £l i
What had the rulers tried to do!  To destroy Whisper Prayer.
God’s Son. “ Teach me thy way."”

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY, PH.D.
General Statement.

Our last lesson brought Peter and John from the prison where they had spent the night into the
threatening circle of the Sanhedrin, the highest national court of the Jews, After Peier had been per-
mitted to defend his colleague and himself they were both sent out of the room, and the Sanhedrin
consulted as to what should be done. It was not an casy problem to solve. To punish men for se
beneficent an. agtewes-at®urd 3-besides, -the- Christians were at the present juncture strongly supported
by public favor. On the other hand, the rulers could not let them go unsentenced without at the same
time letting go much of their own prestige § so they took a middle course and tried to silence them with
threatenings. As soon as the apostles were liberated they returned to the little company of Christians
and together sang and prayed. An unusual manifestation of the Holy Spirit was the immediate evi.
dence of the answer to their prayers. The shaking of the foundations of the building well symbolized
the lordship of Jesus over the powers of nature.

is better, “Two commands come
into collision,” and God’s voice must be obeyed
and man’s ignored.  Read Amos 7. 8o when Soe-
rates was about to be condemned to death for
teaching his townsmen lofty morals, he said, “I
will obey God rather than Athenians 3 1 will die &
thousand times rather than ecase to teach you your
duty.” Judge yes The common sense of hu-
manity is usually right. Men’s hearts go wrong

the month of June, A. D, 80, in the hall of the
Sanhedrin, near Mount Moriah, but outside of the
temple inclosure, The Sanhedrin was composed
of seventy members and the nazi, or president,
making seventy-one members in all. It seems to
have included all the high-priests, past and pres-
ent, the chiefs of the twenty-four priestly courses,
and representative men from the clders or rulers
of the synagogues and from the seribes,  Often, | and their acts are craven j but often the worst men
but not always, the high-priest was the nazi. .'he | admire goodness—in others, (2) Conscience must
council sat in @ semicircle with the president and | never be guided by expediency.

the vice-president, who sat at his right hand, in the
middle of the curve, Tn cases of trial the accused
persons stood directly opposite these officers, in
what would have been the center of the cirele had
the circle been complete.  The jurisdietion of the
Sanhedrin,” in the words of Dr. Gloag, * extended
to all manner of questions, both political and re-
ligious. The aceused were heard in defense, wit-
nesses were examined, and sentences from which
there was no appeal were pronounced.” But the 21. Finding nothing . « . because of the
Romans had deprived this court of the power over | people. Popular opinion served at this time as a
life and death. Right in the sight of God. | defense of the disciples. Very likely, also, the
(1) God's view is the true standard of man's duty., | rivalry between the Sadducees and the Pharisecs
More than unto. The Revised Version,  rath- | was of advantage to them. It is probable that

Verse 19. Thescene here deseribed oceurred in \ er than unto,’

20 Cannot but speak, (3) No man has any
authority over another's veligious opinions. Things
which we have seen and heard. This was
not a question of opinion. They had knowledge
on the verity and publicity of which depended the
salvation of the world, and they must speak. The
apostles’ attitude was as wise as iv was bold, forthe
Sanhedrin shrank from extreme measures,

m
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hoth Joseph and Nicodemus were members of the
<unhedrin, and Gamaliel, though not a Christian,
wus indisposed to severity.  All men glorified
God, There was no doubt of the power which
jad healed the erippled man.  (4) Public opinion
No
course s safe but the course of duty. (6) To-day
ne of us are culled to die for Jeus, but we are
alled to tell the story of his saving love,
. Above forty years old. And therefore,
45 an hereditary eripple, beyond all medical skill,
Miracle. Sign of wonder. sShowed., Per-
formed.,
23. Being letgo, they went to their owr
Men always do.
ull of us to-day in the midst of the fulfillment of
ur strongest hopes is that weare not yct et
» Sosoon as the fetters of custom and envi-
ronment are removed from us we instinetively go
to our own. This deep-seated prineiple in human
pature explains many things: the sudden full of
Christians who had heretofore preserved & blame-
less charseter; the preference of Jesus for the
woman who was a sinner rather than the polite
and immoral Pharisce ; the mysteries of heaven and
hell—all are indicated, if not defined, by this
wonderful text. * Being let go,” men go* to their
own.” Often we are compelled to go and stuy
where we do not like to be, but whenever there is
free choice *“ our company tests our churacter.”
24. They lifted up their voice to God.
) did not despond, but turned to the Strong

strength. (7) * To the threats of its enemies the
Church always opposes prayer to God."—loag,
Probably one uttered the prayer and the rest
heartily responded to it. In placc of prd, thoun
art God, read O Lord, thow dost make,cte, It is an
appeal to the Creator.

25. Who by the mouth of thy servant
David hast saide This has been regarded by
many as an evidence that David wrote the second
Psalin. Whether or not this can be regarded as
certain, the phrase certainly attests the inspiration

a restraining influence on had wmen. (B)

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

The only reason that we are not {

[ of the psalm, and the fact that David is the repre=

sentative writer of Hebrew psaimody, Imagine.
Vain things. The
tempt to erush out Chiristianity was indeed vain,
and yet it seemed at this very lour to be certainly

Image, devise, plot. at-

successful,

26. Kings . « . rulers. The two Herods
the first class: Pilate and Caiaphas the

sccond. Stood up. Took their stand.

27. Holy child, Scrvant. Thou hast

anointed. o get the full meaning of this
| phrase, her: 1. In the East * anointed "
| had a cor itional meaning like that attached to
our w crowned.” and referred rather to the
dig which the eeremony stood than to the
v itself 2, That in the psalm here quoted,
which was our lesson for April 10, while the *an-
ointed " refers primarily to a king of Israel—either
David or Solomon—it was also plainly intended
by God to have a prophetic and symbolic applica-
tion. 8. That Jesus was ** anointed " in being se-
lected by God to be the Messiah, and at his bap-
tism, by the descent of the Holy Spirit upon his
human soul, hie was conscerated to his threetold
office of Prophet, Priest, and King (John 1. 82).

prp SN determinad before, God
Jid not determine that any of his creatures should
commit sin, but he did determine that all his sin-
ful ereatures should be turned into instraments to
conveniently work out his will.

Teprese

cer

29. Signs and wonders. The power of
working miracles was evidently valued by the
infant Church us o summons to the multitude which
always won attention. Holy child should be
tgervant.” Name stands for power. (8) The
Christian secks not exemption Jrom trial, but help
under it.

31. Were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
All present received consciously an inerease of
woral and spiritual power, Spake the word of
God with boldness. The naturul result of a
| rich divine blessing.

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR CHARLES F. RRADLEY, D.D,

Verse 19. Unto you rather than unto
God. Sce 5. 29, Jesus taught the duty of re=
spect to politicul and religious authority. 4
« Render unto Ciesar the things that are Ca
and “The seribes and Pharisces sit on Moses’
all things therefore whatsoever they bid you,
these do and observe.” But he taught, as the
nuprrnmc\m_\',uln-d'n'nwtnlln-\\i\lul'(iml. When
there is a direct issue between human and divine
authority the Christian’s duty is perfectly clear.
Socrates used similar noble words when on trial
for his life: ‘“ Athenians, 1 shall obey the God
rather than you, . . . but understand that T shall

ar's

seat:

never act differently, even if I have to die forit
| many times.”  On the oceasion deseribed in this
lesson the apostles eame, for the first time, into
opposition to the eivil and religious nuthorities of
their nation,  Peter and John, after performing a
notable miracle, had publiely preached in Solo-
mon's Poreh that Jesus was the Messiah foretold
by Moses and all the prophets, and that, though
erucified by the Jewish people and rulers, he had
been raised from the dead. At their trial before
this most august tribunal Peter repeats the sub-
stance of this sermon, but with no apparent cifect
upon the council as a whole, There is no indica-
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tion that they examined the evidences for the res-
urrection, nor the proofs that in Jesus the ancient
prophecies were fulfilled. They ¢ uld not deny
the miracle which had been wrought, but they
would do their best to stop the spread of the Gos-
pel by threatening the disciples and forbidding
them to preach. In this erisis Peter and John,
with a calm defiance which must have been most
exasperating to the haughty Sanhedrin, refuse to
obey them instead of God.

21. Finding nothing how they might
punish them, because of the people. The
most obvious reason for the powerlessness of the
council was the publie joy over this great miracle.
But there were,no doubt, other influences working
in their favor, Joseph of Arimathea (Mark 15.
43) and Nicodemus (John 3. 1) were not improb-
ably members of the council. Gumaliel, the tol-
erant doctor of the law, very likely now as after-
ward (5. 34-89), counseled lenieney. _ Above all, it
was the Sadducees who were the prime movers of
this persecution, because of their opposition to the
preaching of the resurrcetion. The Pharisces no
doubt secretly enjoyed the annoyswee of their op-
ponents, Now, according to Josephus, the Phari-
sees were able * greatly to persuade the body of
the people,” while the Sadducces were ‘“able to
do almost nothing of themselves,” and when they
became magistrates were wont to * addiet them-
selves to the notions of the Pharisces, because the
multitude would not otherwise hear them.” A
short time after this, when Stephen preached pub-
licly against the unique sacredness of the temple,
the Pharisces too were roused to hostility agninst
the Church, and the first serious persecution by

enjoyed exeeptional favor,

25. By the mouth of our father David.
See 1,16, This passage is onc of the few in the New
Testament which exhibit a primitive confusion in
the text. A word meaning by " or *and” was
probably omitted by an early copyist and a few
words were transposed.  Nevertheless there is no
uncertainty concerning the meaning of the verse.
Why did the Gentiles rage, cte.  Likemost of
the quotations from the Old Testament in Luke's
writings, this is from the Greek translation ealled
the Septuagint. In this partieular case the Sep-
tuagint is followed word for word, The v
from the Hebrew are unimportant, See Psa. 2, 1-2,

27. In this city, This phrase has been recov-
ered from the oldest and best manuseripts and
corresponds with the expression * upon my holy
hill of Zion " in the psalm quoted. 'Whom thou
didst anoint, Sce Acts 10, 353 Luke 4. 18, and
8. 21, 22. The Gentiles and the peoples
of Israel. The Church, in its prayer, notes the
correspondences between the prophetic psalm and
its fulfillment in the history of Jesus, * The Gen-
tiles " are the Romans ; * the peoples” are those

"THOOL BANNER.
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(8. 1). But even then the apostles appear to have |

[Aug. 7.

of 1sracl, “* the kings” are represented by Ierod
(Luke 23. 11), and “the rulers” by Pilate. The
“ peoples " of Israel may refer to the Jews coming
from different foreign countries (2, 5, 9-11), or to
the twelve tribes (26, 7). With this prayer com-
pare that of Hezekiah in Isa. 87, 10-2

31. When they had prayed. The snswer
of the Church was immediate and direct. Perse-
cution drove the believers to prayer for courage
and divine power. The Ioly Ghost filled them
with boldness (verses 81, 83), power and grace (33),
miracles were wrought (5. 10, 12, 15), the Church
was united (32) and benevolent (34-37), and many
were added to the Church (5, 143 6. 1),

Y

The Lesson Council.
Question 1, If Herod, Pilate, and the Jews
were carrying out God's will in the death of Christ
(verses 27, 28) why should they be held guilty for it ?

God had ordained the end, but not the means,
He appointed that Christ should die for man, but
not necessarily thut these men should erucify him,
That was their own voluntary act, for which they
were responsible, There were many ways in
which he could have died without theiraid. Peter
diseriminates, in Acts 2. 23, between God's ap-
pointment and man’s free actions. God eontrols
the results of the bad deeds of bad men, They
meant to crush this young religion, but God made
their wrath work out his will—Zee, George W,
Brown, D.D., Glens Falls, N, Y.

Motives decide the innocence or guilt of every
human act. Euach actor was more or less guilty
beeause bad motives prompted the part he took
therein,  The transaction was diabolical from be-
ginning to finish—they carried out God's will, as
the brothers of Joseph did, not as men intention-
ally accomplishing the divine plan, but gratifying
personal envy and hate. The instigators of the
death of Jesus * had the greater sin ' (John 19, 11),
for theirs were the baser motives, the initiative
and intentional act. Pilate was an unwilling pur-
ticipant, urged thereto by mob clamor and the
| pressure of influence.—Rev. Clinton . Dy, Lil-
gery Neb,

In the plans of the atonement Christ must be
suerificed by death, But there wus no predeter-
| mined method of that death, Though it was mi-

nutely foretold by the prophet s such forcknowledge
:nt' God was not foreordination. The Father did
| mot scleet Ilerod, Pilate, and the Jews to commit
{ the murder. They all were free agents, and could
have chosen not to do the awful deed. But
choosing, themseclves, to do it, they became guilty,
as Peter elaims them to be. God delivered the in-
nocent One, those wicked men slew him.—2f V.
B. Knox, D.D., Manchester, N. H.
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~analytical and Biblical Outline.

The Spirit of Believers.
1. A CONSCIENTIOUS SpiriT.
Whether it be vight. V. 19.
« Not as pleasing men, but God.” 1 Thess.
2.4
« Obey God rather than men.” Acts 5.
A WITNESSING SPIRIT,
WWe cannot but speak. v. 20.
¢ Believed. .. .spoken.” Psa. 116. 10,
« Seen and heard declare we.” 1 John 1. 3.
111. A BROTHERLY SeiriT.
Went to their own company. v. 23.
« Fellowship one with another.” 1 John 1. 7.
& Being of one accord.” Phil. 2. 2.
1V. A PraviNG SpiriT.
Lifted up. .. .voicé to God. v. 24.
« (gst thy burden upon the Lord.” Psa. 55.
22.
 Let your requests....known.” Phil. 4. 6.
V. A BeLiEviNG SPIRIT.
To do. .. .thy counsel. v. 28.
« Determinate counsel....of God. Acts
23.
« Wrath of men....praise thee,” P’sa.
V1. A Bovv Spirir.
Spake the word..... boldness. v. 31.
« Be strong in the Lord.” Eph. 6. 10.
¢ Fear them not.” Matt. 10. 26.

29,

1L

76. 10,

Thoughts for Young Peoplg.
God’s Help in Trial,

1. Trust God for a clear conviction of duty, and

It is not probable that God has

given you as massive an intellect as he

courage to do it.

Luther, but he is ready to give you as clear u con-
science and as bold a heart. John Bunyan had a
livelier imagination than you have; but by God’s
grace you i
ers who offered to release him on condition of not
preaching, ¢ Sct me free to-day, and come to hear
me to-morrow.” There is no limit but the limit
of our prayer and faith to our possible endowment
of spiritual grace and power and boldness.

2. Trust God for your reputation. 1f he does
not seeure to you the moral support of all good
men it is beeause he sees an opportunity for you to
do nobler work for him without it.

3. God gives to most of us the communion of
saints. Blessed privilege! Let us make the most
of it.

4. God gives to all of us his word. Tt meets every
need of life.
and John.
study ¢

8. God overrules all troubles to the advancement
of his cause and to the personal advantage of the
Christian sufferer. Sickness, misunderstandings of

Do we ask divine blessing on its daily
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say as promptly as did he to his juil- |

We have more of it than had Peter |
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brethren, finuncial losses, bereavements, opposition
of evil men—** all things ""—work together for our
good. In the first plac they are factors which
help to bring on the Gospel's triumph ; in the
second place, they will be surely outbalanced by
and by by a ‘* far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory.”

6. The Holy Spirit comes to every tried soul who
trusts Christ.  “A very present help in
trouble,” heis thedivine Comforter, Advocate, and
Guide, 8o that we can * do all things” and “en-
dure all things.”

7. God so manifests the tokens of his favor that
eventually all about us recogn ize that we are divinely
supported.

in

Lesson Word-Pictures.

BY REV. E. A, RAND,

What an array of harshness and sternness, scowls
and shakes of the head, in those rows of elders,
rulers, priests, and scribes! And before them
Peter and John are standing, two weak men on
whom these millstones purpose to turn and grind
and erush them. What confidence, though, is in
the face of the diseiples ! It shines out of their
very eyes. It is in their posture—ercct and com-
manding. The Lord is with them.

But the Sunhedrin speaks. Annas, Caiaphas,
some one of the council, leans forward, frowns,
mutters, and commands that Peter and John shall
not speak in the nume of Jesus,

What! not speak at all that holy name before
| the people? W 1 the Sanhedrin going to muz-
zle those disciple: As if they could! A muzzle
for Peter, a muzzle for John, the idea! Can they
be silenced?  Yes, the Sanhedrin purposes to at-
| tempt it. The eouncil tells them they must never
speak again in the dear name of Jesus! Never
tell any poor soul in the torment of remorse that
\ forgive ! Never say to the dying that
( Josus lives forever and they too shall have a glori-
ous life in him! Never tell the heart-broken
mother that Jesus’s hand can wipe away sorrow’s
tears! Never; no, never!

The muzzle is on!

The rulers look complacently at one another,
Their work is a success, Peter and John are
muzzled.

A\Y ! Peter and John tearing the restrictions
aw They are speaking boldly. They: are ap-
pealing to a higher judgment-beneh,  They are
| looking up to a stronger Power. They are taking
refuge in God,  And speak—they will! Speak —
they must! That muzzle each dashes away.

0, how ruler and seribe, elder and priest frown
now ! How they mutter and scowl and shake the
head and threaten and denounce! They try to
{ put the muzzle on again and send the disciples
| away.

]

Jesus ¢
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rectly to some place of retirement, in silence, con-
tentedly, humbly wearing the muzzle ! They seek
their own company. In some house of meeting
there are clustered the disciples of Jesus who have
been anxiously wondering how it has fared with
Peter and John. They are asking themsclves if
Peter and John will come out alive from those
millstones of the council.  If alive, how will they
look? What will they say ?

The door opens, and there stand Peter and
John! The muzzle on? No, with open mouth,
with bold and ready speech they tell every thing
to that waiting throng. They tell the threats, they
repeat the commands of the council. What will
these other disciples do? Will they wear the
muzzle

Hark ! There is the sound of a stirring, a fall-
ing upon the knees. They clasp their hands in
prayer. They look away from frowning ruler and
haughty priest. They make their solemn appeal
to the tribunal of Jehovah. They pray for bold-
ness to speak in the name of Jesus.

In his name let signs and wonders be done.

0, solemn appeal !

And hark! What an impressive sound of a
trembling, a shaking, asolemn moving! It is God,
the Holy Ghost coming down in majestic attesta-
tion of his presence. Ecstatic tongues are given
them. The mighty word is proclaimed. Truth is
vindicated and Jesus honored,

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

8 Whether it be vight in the sight of God.” Peter
and John boldly raise the question of right, This
is a mighty word, which when it gets possession
of a man’s conscience leaves him no alternative.
He must obey God though the heavens fall,
Neither rulers nor kings have any power over a
man’s actions when he has surrendered hic con-
science to the right, The Hebrew children ‘vould
not worship the image which the king set up,

though the alternative was the fiery furnace, be-

cause such an action would violate the right,
Daniel would not cease praying to his God, though
the lions’ den was waiting to receive him, because
it would not have been right to thus deny his God.
It is this mighty word, energized by the Tloly
Spirit, which has sustained all the martyrs of the
Lord in all ages,.—Dr, Pentecost,

Verse 20. In the summer of 1871 T met two
Prussian officers, I asked them how the German
troops behaved when going into battle. Did they
cheer and encourage each other? T received this
reply : * Never in our experience has the cry, ‘ We
must conquer,’ been heard from German soldiers;
but in a hundred instances we have heard them

resolutely exclaim, ¢ We must do our duty.” A |

What will Peter and John do? \\'lll they go di- |

sense of duty and not a love of glory lmuk these
soldiers invincible and victorious,.—Huxley.

" They lifted up their voice to God.”” They
peal to the \cnpturu pleading the fulﬂllm(nt |
the promise. This is the secret of prevailing
prayer. Wayland Hoyt says: “1 was greatly
interested in Mr. Spurgeon’s method of prayer,
It seemed so different from the struggling, agoniz-
ing sort I had read of as the kind in which many
of the great saints engaged. *How do you pray !’
I once asked him, and his reply was, ‘I find a
particular promise over against this need of mine,
and then 1 simply tell the Lord my need, and
plead the promise, and believe he will be true to
it” ‘So prayer is never a long and wearying
and difficult thing with you?’ Isaid. ‘No; why
should it be?’ he asked. ‘The Lord has promised
in his word, and I believe what he has said.’
‘But,’ said I, ‘do you never have a quiver of
uncertainty 1’ ‘I cannot say I never have it}
was his answer, ‘but I am sure that in just the
proportion in which I do have it I am wrong.””

Whatever God gives to you in a promise be
sure to send back to him in a prayer.— Matthew
Henry.

% Lord, behold their threatenings.”” Not many
years ago the Sultan of Turkey decreed that every
Christian missionary should leave Turkey. The
missionaries met in a prayer-meeting, beseeching

| God to interfere in their behalf. One of them, with

stron@er faith, said, ¢ The Great Sultan of the Uni-
verse can change all this,” and so he did. The
Sultan of Turkey died on the very day which he
had named for the expulsion of missionaries, and
they were allowed to remain,—Missionary Review
of the World,

A missionary in Russia was brought before a
court official, who informed him, “My imperial
master will not consent to the introduction of
Christianity in his dominions,” The missionary
replied, My divine Master will not ask permis-
gion of any one for the establishment of his
kingdom.”

 Grant unto thy servants that with all boldness
they may speak thy word,” By the mystery of the
incarnation our whole beiug is fringed on every
side with fatherliness indescribable ; our little
lives which sometimes seem so stricken, so aban-
doned, so tried, are virtually floating in an ocean
of unfathomable love. When the smart and trial
of educative affliction is upon us the wise tend
ness of Eternal Love incarnate is whispering:
“What I do thou knowest not now; but thou
shalt know hereafter.” It was recently recorded
of a little lad in a London hospital, upon whom it
was necessary to perform a surgical operation, and
to whom it was impossible, owing to heart weak-
ness, to administer chloroform, that his father said
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# o you think you can bear it, my son ?"
father,” he replied, ‘“if you will hold my

It is a picture-lesson of the position of
Leliever in the midst of the perplexing trials
The operation is inevitable, the anodyne
sinable. A fine and noble soul can only be
perfect by suffering, but God in the incar-
nate, ever-present Jesus, not as an abstract attri-
bute, but as a loving, interested Friend, holds the
hand of the believer with the grasp of sympathiz-
ing omnipotence.— Canon Wilberforce.

to him,

Blackboard.

BY J. B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

UVE

AY/ CHRISTIANS

TRUSTING

Boo s

Suow RELGON WERRS WELW .

The lesson of to-day sets forth the confidence of

the apostles in God. They were in earnest, and
were not afraid to confess Jesus as their Saviour in
public and in private. They were loyal to God,
and did not lower their banner because of threats.
The blackboard says, *They were every day
Christians,” and that is the theme of the illustra-
tion. Before the school assembles draw the ban-
ner. It does not make any difference if you do
not draw it artistically, because you are trying to
reach the heart and not the eye. Write on it
“ Every day for Christ,” and place nothing more
on the board until the lesson is reviewed. Co
over the points of the lesson bricfly, and write,
“They were [every day] Chris »?  Not Sun-
day Christians, but all the week, every day disci-
ples, for “they were every day Christians for
Christ.” [Read this from the board.] Write the
other words on the board: *Bold, confident,
trusting,” and then the sentence at the bottom.
That is the kind of religion that wears well § it
will last a life-time. Conelude by writing over the
banner, *“ I must live.” Then let the school read
down the board: “I must live every day for
Christ, bold, confident, trusting. Such religion
wears well.” It is not a Sunday suit, but genuine
every day working clothes. That is the sort of re-
ligion these early Christians had.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Show the time, place, and environments of this
lesson. Picture three scenes—Peter and John in
the presence of people, “let
go, going to their own 3" the manifestation of the
Holy Spirit....The spirit of the enemies of Christ :
(1) A spirit of unreasonir g hatred ; (2) Lack of
principle (verse 19); (3) Despotie threatening

on)
27).es

the council 3 Goc

(verse 21); (4) Disloyalty to God (verse
The spirit of Christ's followers in trial: (1) A
spirit of moral principle (verse 19); (2) Testi-
mony of personal experience (verse 20)3 (3) De-
light in the communion of saints (verse 23);
(4) A spirit of praise (verse 24); (5) Familiarity
with God's word (verse 25); (6) A spirit of faith.
(vers , 28) 3 (7) A spirit of holy ambition (verses
29, 80); (8) A spirit in harmony with that of
God ; (9) A spirit of boldness (verses 29, 81)coes
How God helps his people in trial—by giving them :
(1) Clear convietions (2) Courage 3 (3) The moral
support of good men : (4) Christian fellowship ;
(5) His word ; (6) Direct divine help; (7) Manifest
tokens of answer to prayer; (8) The Holy Spirit
....The results of trial to God's cause: (1) It de-
velops noble character; (2) It develops unity in
the Church ; (8) It turns God’s people to the di-
vine word for comfort; (4) It increases faith in
God.... What are the duties for us here indicated

References.

Ver. 19: Prose, 2207,
Ver, 29: Prose, 934,

Ver. 81: Prose, 0804~

OPEDIA,

Prose, 2865,

Foster's Cyor
5115. V i

¢

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Lessox TnovGur.

Deseribe Peter and John as they stand before
the council. They are prisoners, but they are not
ashamed or afraid. Are they alone? Noj Jesus
had said to them, “ I will come to you,” and he
Peter and John believed on him with
all their hearts, and this gave them courage. Bad
men may have boldness, but only Christians can
feel true courage or strength in the soul. This is
for the child as well as the apostle.

A Y Call to remembrance the
cowardice of Peter when his
Master was brought before
[ the rulers. Recall also the
day of Pentecost when the
Lord came, ns he said he
would, to live in the hearts
AR Bl of his disciples. This was
what made Peter strong It was better than
seeing Jesus’s human form, or hearing his hu-

Fuith Gives Courage.

has come.
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man voice, to have him in the heart—the Com-
forter.

After the enemies of Jesus had set them free,
where did they go? To the little company of the
friends of Jesus, .

The true children of our Lord love each other, )

and where they mc.i is home. They went
“home,” and then they and ull the other
disciples “went and told Jesus™ all about it.
They could not see him with their eyes—where
was he? Yes, his Spirit was in them, and they
were nearer to Jesus than they had ever been
before,

Ask about the little sorrows and trials of the
children. Towhom do they go with them? Yes;
father and mother are nearer than any body they
can see, but Jesus is nearcest of all, and always
can help ; he will never leave us, Tell him.

Will he hear? Just see how he heard and an- |

swered the disciples when they prayed in the
name of the “holy child Jesus.” The place
where they prayed was shaken, and the Holy
Spirit of Jesus filled them with love and courage,
so that they could do just what they had prayed to
do—speak with boldness the words Jesus had
given them to say.

Ask if there are enemies of Jesus now, Would
the children be ready to speak of him to such?
When others laugh at or scorn him, could they
say 1 know Jesus,
his child??  Then it must be that he has come to
live in your heart.

OPTIONAL NYMNS,
No. 1.
I am coming to the cross.
T've found a joy in sorrow.
Take my life and let it be.
Father, whate’er of earthly bliss,
When Jesus comes to reward,

No. 2.
Ilear thou my prayer.
Heavenly Father, send thy blessing.
I love the name of Jesus,
Christians, lift your voices,
Go tell it to Jesus.

The Lesson Catechism.

He is my Father, and Tam |

[For the entire school.]

1. What did the council command reter and
John? Not to speak in Jesus’s name.

2. What did the n;l;ontleu say that they must
speak ! What they had seen and heard.

3;1 What did they do when set free! Praised
God. -

4. What example did they show? Boldness

Christ’s name.

5. What is the GoLoex Texr? ¢¢They spake
the word of God,”? ete. 4

CATECHISM QUESTION.

30. Who is the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit is the third Person in the blessed
Trinity, one in the Godhead with the Father and
| the Son.

-

A.D. 30.] LES
GOLDEN TEXT. Be notdeceived;

N VII. ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA.

[Aug. 14.
God is not mocked : for whatsoever a

man soweth, that shall he also reap. Gal. 6, 7.

Authorized Version.
Acts 5. 1=11.

1 But a certain man named An'a-ni’as, with Sap-
phi'ra his wife, sold a possession,

[Commit to memory verses 9-11.]

2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also
being privy o i, and brought a certain part, and
laid #¢ at the apostles’ feet.

8 But Pe’ter said, An'a-ni'as, why hath Sa'tan |

filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to
keep back part of the price of the land !

4 While it remained, was it not thine own? and
after it was sold, was it not in thine own power !
why hast thou conecived this thing in thine heart ¢
thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

5 And An'a-ni'as hearing these words fell down, |

and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all
them that heard these things,

6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and |

carried Aim out, and buried Zim.

% And it was about the space of three hours after,
when his wife, not knowing what was done, came
in,

8 And Pe'ter answered unto her, Tell me whether

| Revised Version.

1 Butacertain man named An'a-ni‘as, with Sap-

2 phi'ra his wife, sold a possession, and kept back
part of the price, his wife also being privy to it,
and brought a certain part, and laid it at the
apostles’ feet, But Pe'tersaid, An'a-ni‘us, why
hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy
Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of
the land ?  Whiles it remained, did it not re-
main thine own? and after it was sold, was it
not in thy power? Ilow is it that thou hast
conccived this thing in thy heart? thou hast
not lied unto men, but unto God. And An'e-
ni‘as hearing these words fell down and gave
up the ghost : and great fear came upon all that

6 heard it, And the young men arose and
wrapped him round,’ and they carried him ouw
and buried him,

And it was about the space of three hours
after, when his wife, not knowing what was
8 done, eame in. And Pe'ter answered unto her,
Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much.
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ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, !
for =0 much.

hen Pe'ter said unto her, How is it that ve
have ugreed together to tempt the .\'yirit ot the
Lord ¢ behold, the feet of them which have buried
thy husband are at the door, und shall earry thee
out.

10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet,
andl vielded up the ghost : and the young men came
in. and found her dead, and carrying her forth,
buried ker by her husband.

i1 And great fear came upon all the church, and
upon as many as heard these things, .

TIME.—A. D. 80, a few days after the events [
of the last lesson. PLACE.—Jerusalem. DOCe |
TRINAL SUGGESTION.—The penalty of
sin.

HOME READI)

M. Ananias and Sapphira.  Aects 5. 1-17.

Tu. Hypoerisy condemned. Matt. 6. 1-6.

W. Heart and mouth. Matt. 12. 31-37.

Th. Fate of hypoerites, Matt. 7. 15-23.

F. Lying lips. Prov, 12. 13-22,

S. Be sincere, Eeccl. 5. 1-6.

8. An omniscient God. Psa, 189, 1-12,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 73, New Canadian Hymnal.
God calling yet! shall I not hear?
No. 89, New Canadian Hymnal.
The door of God's mercy is open.

No. 76, New Canadian Hymnal.
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 69, 71, 68,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS. |
1. Ananias, v, 1=,

Why did Ananias sell his property ?

What was implied in offering his money to the
apostles ¢

By whose consent was part of the price with=
held ?

Wherein was the sin?  (Deut. 23. 21.)

Against whom was the offense really committed ?

How did Peter know of the deceit !

From what does all lying proceed ? (John 8. 44.)

What excuse 15 there for an acted lie ?

What divine judgment fell upon the deceiver?

What duty was performed by the disciples?
2. Sapphira, v. 7-11.

What lying statement did the wifo make to
Peter?

With what sin did Peter charge her?

What warning had its immediate fulfillment?

0 And she said, Yea, for so much. But Pe'ter
said unto Lier, How is it that ye have agreed to-
gether to tempt the Spiritof the Lord ¢ behold,
the feet of them which have buried thy hus-
band are at the door, and they shall carry thee
out.  And she fell down immediately at his
feet, and gave up the ghost: and the young
men came in and found her dead, and they
carried her out and buried her by her husband.
And great fear came upon the whole church,
and upon all that heard these things.

What is the divine judgment upon liars? (Rev.
21. 8.)

Why is there no possibility of an undiscovered
sin?

Practical Teachings.

Where does this lesson teach that—

1. We may lie in act as well as in word?

9. Our secret sins are all known to Gol

3. Sin under pretense of serving God is mosk
grievous?

4. The love of money is the root of ull evil?

5. Satan is the father of lies?

Hints for Home Study.

Write down the sin for which you suppose An-
anias and Supphira lost their lives.  Was it lying,
or dishonesty, or miserliness If not, what w
it? Give your reasons.

Have there been no sinners as guilty as Ananias
and Sapphira since their duy ¢ 1€
not they been punished in the sume way ? Write
the answer.

s

, why have

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
1. Ananias, v, 1-6,
What sale did Ananias and his wife make?
Of what deception were they guilty !
What did they do with a part of the money ¢
Who had prompted Ananias to his deception ¢
To whom had he lied
What three questions did Peter ask about the
land ¢
How did his words affect Ananias?
How did others who heard his words feel ?
What was done with Ananias ?
How long after did his wife come?
What did she know of what had happened
What says the law about kecping vows ! (Deut.
23, 21.)
2. Sapphira, v. 7-11.
What question did Peter ask Supphira?
What was her reply ? .
Of what wicked compact did Peter accuse her?
What prediction did he utter ?
What happened to her?
What then was done with her?
Tow did these things affect the Chureh?
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What great truth is illustrated by this lesson? What did Peter Ananias ! That he had
(Gorven Text.) lied to God.
Teachings of the Lesson. What became of Ananias?  He fell down
- . % and died,
Where in lh}n lw:sun are we taught— What was done with his body? It was
1. 'l‘lne 1ulll\' of alie? e butied.
2 '{l'c hidérs “l"""‘f ofalic? Did his wife know what had happened? She
3. The peril of a lie? did not.
Home Work for Young Bereans. When she came in what did Peter ask her

about? The price of the land.
What did she tell him? A lies

Who is the father of liars?
What apostle tells us that liars are not admitted

to the heavenly kingdom ¢ What did Peter show her?  Her sin.
What followed ! She fell down and died.
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER Why was this sin so severely punished? To

SCHOLARS. show how God hates falsechood.

Who were Ananias and Sapphira? Members g = &
of the early Church. Words with Little People.

What did they sell: Their property. Jesus said, I am the Truth,” If Jesus lives in
Why did they sell it?  To give the price te  the heart we shall hate falsehood as he hates it.

the Church. Remember that love of money, or love of praise
What did they pretend? That they gave leadstosin! And remember that if we lie to one
all. another we are lying to God.

What did they really do? Kept back a part.
Of what were they guilty? Deceit.
What sin was behind this ! Love of money. T hate every false way.”

Whisper Precept.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

This somber lesson brings to our attention the deep viciousness of the Pharisaic spirit—a pretense to
apiritual consecration while living for selfish ends. There must have been at this time many *“ non-
producers ” in the Church at Jerusalem, men without secular employment or income. The astonishing
development of Christianity, our Lord’s death and ascension, the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit and the
suceeeding miracles had acted like a social earthquake ; and among its many results were the rapid in-
» of membership in the infant Church and the removal of many of its members from their ordinary

es.  With an enthusiastic spirit of brotherhood the richer converts consecrated their entire pos-
sessions to the service of the Church.  Among others Barnabas, a wealthy Levite from Cyprus, sold his
lands and laid the produet at the apostles’ feet. Ananias and Sapphira, a husband and wife, coveting a
reputation for liborality while in their hearts they clung to their possessions, sold their lands, pretended
to give all their wealth to the Chureh, but withheld a portion for themselves, It is not unlikely, as Dr,
Schaf has suggested, that they believed that this new sect had before it a great financial future, and
wished curly to secure their own share in its coming prosperity. At all events, this was their deepest
vice, not that they lied, but that they pretended to special consecration while living for themsclves.
Neither miserliness nor lying, both of which are loathsome sins, would have brought this sudden and
awful punishment. It was * lying to the Holy Ghost ;" that is to say, it was intentional hypoerisy.

Verses 1, 2. But. This story is introduced | glory of men, His wife also. This shows de-
in contrast to that of Barnabas, a wealthy Levite | liberate purpose. Privy to it.  An old English
of Cyprus, who afterward became Paul’s compan- | phrase for privately knowing of it. Laid it at
jon, who had sold Lis land and laid his product | the apostles’ feet, Probably openly as part
“ut the apostles’ feet.” Ananias was, like Barnabas, | of a religious service, (1) It ds easy totell a lie,
probably one of the richer members of the Church. hard to tell but one.’—Andrew Fuller. (2) A lie
Sold a possession, and kept back part of | may be told when not a word is spoken. (3) The
the price. *‘ Purloined part of the price " is a best cause may have the worst professors. (4) Keep-
better rendering. o sold his property professedly | ing back part of the price has ruined many a secker
for the good of the Church. Iis sin consisted in | of religion.
that contemptible sort of hypocrisy which assumes 3, 4. Why hath Satan filled thine heart,
saintliness and lays down duties for others to per- | The apostles were filled with the Holy Ghost;
form while it dodges one’s own duties, which | Ananias was filled with Satan ; neither could have
sounds a trumpet before almsgiving and sceks | been filled with either without personal consent. So
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thut this question is one of stern reproof. To
lic to the Holy Ghost.  The venomous spirit
of Pharisaism which had saturated with poison
every religion, false and true, especiully | srmeated
the Jewish hicrarehy, and now for the first time
Jiowed itself in the Christian Church. (5) We
st not tamper with Satan’s temptations.  Was it
not thine own ? Peter’s questions are really
Why hast thou conceived.
An assertion of personal responsibility and impli-
cution.  Thou hast not lied unto men, but
unto God. Ananias certainly had lied to men,
Dbut Peter means that the lic to God was infinitely
greater in its moral character and its seriousness
so David in his penitence said, “‘Against thee,
thee only have I sinned,” at the very moment
when he was publicly confessing how foully he had
sinned against men. (8) Z%he possession of money
involves special dangers, (7) Learn to loathe and
Jate a lie as vile and defiling to the sov? and offensive
to God.

5. Gave up the ghost. An ancient phrase
for surrendering the spirit, the principle of lifc,
Whether this sudden death was the only punish-
ment God inflicted on this sinner, or wheth-
er it was a foretaste of the more awful pun-
ishment awaiting him in the eternal world, it is
idle to guess,  God, who sees and knows all hearts,
knew Ananias’s character exactly, and meted out
to him, as to all, justice tempered with merey.
Great fear. There was need of this fear, The
Church had just been on the verge of danger from
undue popularity. (8) Let ws profit by Ananias's
sinful experience.

aflivmations,

6. Wound him up, Better, “ wrapped him
about.” Coffins were not in use, and the ordinary
grave clothing was long swathings of pure white
linen, which were not put on, however, without
claborate washing and anointing of the corpse.
This man’s death was due to the direct act of an
indignant God, and instinctively the conventional
honors are omitted ; the flowing robe is tightened
around the poor dead fect, and the young men
with solemnity hasten to the grave. Such graves
were always open in the ancient East—caves with
niches in their walls, This burial may have been
only temporary, and supplemented afterward Ly
conventional services, but this is not at all certain,
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for by becoming a Christian Ananias had probably
cut himself off from lebrew ordinances, while in
becoming a sinner he had ecut himselt off from
Christian serviees. The careful medical and civie
superintendence of burial, which is the chief safe-
guard of life in modern days, was unknown in the
ancient world, and is indeed a produet of Chris-
tendom, Notice the presence of young people in
the very earliest Chureh,

7. Three hours after, We cannot at this
distance of time explain the lengthened services
of the Chureh, nor Sapphira’s ignorance of her
husband’s astounding death.  The guilty pair may
have resided in a relatively distant suburb of Je-
What would not Sapphira have done
if she could have conjectured that those  three
hours?” were her last? (9) Spend the next three
hours as you would your last three.

8. Answered does not imply & previous ques-
tion. Tell me. The whole narrative implies
that Peter acted throughout under the dircetion ot
the Holy Spirit. So much.
much and no more.” Yeas Sapphira deliber-
ately lies,

9. How is it that ye have agreed to=
gether. Conspiracy to do wrong greatly aggra-
vates guilt. It was Sapphira’s duty to dissuade
her husband from the sin to which he had been
tempted. ** They were neither hasty sinners, nor
ignorant sinners, nor inconsiderate sinners,"”—.A/-
exander. 'Tempt the Spirit of the Lord. To
test God, and experiment whether he is as discern-
ing, as pure, and as powerful as he claims to be.
The feet. No scene in all sacred history is more
dramatic than this, We almost hear the footfal
of those young men to-day. (10) We may deceive
others ; we may deceive ourselves ; we cannot deceive
God.

10. Straightway, Immediately.
feet. She lay dead beside her money.

11. Great fear. Awe. Christians became
afraid to sin, while worldlings beeame afraid to
join u society whose purity was preserved in such
an extraordinary way. This example, hung up at
the gate-way to Christian history, reminds all who
pass that, whensoever the pay-day may come, ‘the
wages of sin is death.” (11) Christians are solemnly
set apart to serve God, and their sins peculiarly dis-
please kim,

rusalem,

This means *so

At his

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 2. Laid it at the apostles’ feet,
Reasons have already been given in these notes
(see 2. 44) for holding that the community of goods
in the primitive Church was neither universal nor
compulsory. Moved by Christian love and sym-
pathy, many liberal-minded believers sold lands
and houses, and laid the money thus obtained * at
the apostles’ feet.” The way in which the last

phrase is used here and in 4. 35, 37, indicates
that it was a common expression for the voluntary
donation of money to the common uses of the
Church and the relief of poor believers. At the
close of the last chapter Luke deseribes such a
sale and gift by Joseph, a prominent member of
the Church, a Levite and Cypriot, whose power
as an exhorter had led the disciples to give him
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the surname Barnabas, that is, *Son of exhorta-
tion.” Iis generous act and the recognition it
had received seem to have stirred the ambition of
Ananias and Sapphira to win similar approbation
in the Church. But while anxious to appear lib-
eral, thuir greed prompted them to retain a part
of the price, while they represented the portion
they brought to the apostles as the wh le of the
money reccived. Their sin was thus a combination
of ambition, covetousness, and deliberate falsehood.

3. To lie to the Holy Ghost. Or, as it may
be rendered, “to deceive the Holy Ghost.” The
Church of Christ is the temple and dwelling-place
of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 8. 16, 175 Eph. 2. 21,
92: Rom. 8. 9); indeed, every belicver's body
may be called a temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Cor.
6.19). But the apostles were, in an especial and
unique sense, the possessors and representatives of
the Spirit, who had been promised to guide them
(John 16. 13) and to speak through them (Mark
18, 11). The premeditated attempt of Ananias
and his wife to deceive the apostles proves either
that they did not believe them to be divinely in-
spired, or that they rashly expected to deccive God.

6. The young men. This would be an exuct
rendering of the word used in verse 10. ere,
however, the Greek term means * the younger
men.” As it corresponds to the term ‘ presby-
ters,” * elders,” many have thought that an of-
ficial class are meant. But since two different
words are used to deseribe them in this brief ac-
count, and since it was not until after this that the
apostles made an arrangeraent to relieve them-
sclves of serving tables, it is better to refer this

expression simply to the younger men present.

New Testament a person is said to “answer”
when his remark is not a reply to any thing said,
but * answers? to the circumstances (see, for ex-
ample, Mark 9. 5).

11. Great fear came . . « UpoN all, The
reasons for the sudden and awtul character of this
first act of Church discipline ean be hest under-
stood by considering the exigencies of the time.
The infant Church was being built up by the aid
of miracles of healing, of tongues, of revelation and
deliverance. It was consistent that it should be
purified from hypoerites and impostors by a mira-
ele of retribution.  The seed which was to produce
a world-wide harvest demanded a supernatural
winnowing. Compare the cases of Elymas (13.
8-11), of the offenders at Corinth (1 Cor. 5. 8-53
11. 80), of Nadab and Abihu (Num. 26. 61), Korah
(Num. 16, 31-33), and Achan (Josh. 7. 22-25).
Among the results of this miracle were an increased
fear of sin within the Church and the conversion
of multitudes of men and women from without
(verse 14) ; indeed, the growth of the Church was
80 rapid as to arouse the jealousy of the Sanhedrin
and lead them to arrest the apostles (verses17,18).

Peter answered. Not infrequently in the |

The Lesson Council.

Question 2. How far was the principle of -
munion observed in the Church of Jerusalem ?  Did
it have a divine sanction? Ought it not to lave

| been continued ?

Their * communion” seems to have sprung
from a brotherly spirit which led them to pluce
the property of each at the service of all.  Evi-
dently they did not relinquish all their private
| property. The Galilean fishermen still owned
their boats, and John had a home to offer to the
mother of Jesus, It was purely voluntary, there
being no divine or human requircments for it.
"The obligation of Ananias was not to give all his
property, but to tell the truth about it. While it
| need not be continued in form, the spirit it ex-

burdens.”’— Rev, George W. Brown, D.D.

Its principle was observed to the fullest extent,
See Acts 2. 44, 453 4. 34-37. A very ancient
Christian document says: ** Thou shalt not turn
away from him that is in want, but thou shalt
share all things with thy brother, and shalt not
say that they are thine own."— Teaching of the
Apostles, chapter 4. Tertullian says the funds
were never used to purchase social aud religious
privileges, nor exemption from martyrdom. See
also Acts 24, 26, They followed the Spirit’s sug-
| gestion.  Sce also Mark 10. 21, 2850, The prin-
‘ ciple had divine sunetion. At the beginning of
| things God gave perfect models : Judaism a per-
1 feet ceremonial religion; ut Jerusalem a model

Christian Church. But as ideal things are for
| ideal beings, history shows us the perfect suc-
ceeded by the imperfect,— Rev, Clinton D. Day.

Doubtless it was only partial in its extent. The
disciples at Jerusalem, owing to the scattered and
moving character of the carly “hurch, freely and
lovingly gave of their posse 1ns for the henefit
of the local and also of the distont believers, It
did not have any special divine sanction, save in
the gencral spiritual outpouring of that epoch in
| the kingdom of God. Ananias and Sapphira could
| have kept a purt or all their property. 1If the cus-
tom had been continued the Church might have
been burdened much earlier with a mendicant
laity as well as a priesthood. Even then and
since the ideal eould not be made the real.—JM. V.
B. Knox, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The First Sin in the Church.

1. Tue Morives.
1. Covetousnesss * Kept back part.”” v. 2
« Beware of covetousness.” Luke 12. 15,
« Which is idolatry,” Col. 8. 5.

pressed is ever binding. *‘ Bear ye one unother’s
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). Temptation, * Satan filled.” v. 3.
As a roaring lion.” 1 Pet. 5. 8, 0,
+The wiles of the devil.” Eph. 6. 11,
1. Tue SN,
Lied....unto God. v. 4.
“ All liars. . ..in the lake, 21,
‘ Lying lips....abomination,” Prov 12,
11, Tue Discovery,
Jiter said, Ananias, v. 3.
“ Your sin will find youout.” Num, 32,
“ There is nothing cdvered.” Matt, 10,
IV, Tue PeNisuMest,
tiave up the ghost. v. b,
“ Wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6, £3,
Jas, 1.

" P

tev. 21, 8.

22

“Rin..,..bringeth forth death.” 15.
V. Tue Resver,
(reat fear came wpon all. v, 11,
“8erve the Lord with fear,” Psa, 2. 11,
“With fear and trembling.” Phil, 2, 12,

Thoughts for Young People.
Sin in the Chuich.

1. Sin is to be found inthe Church of the sinless
Christ, Even in the pentecostal Church, newly
baptized with the Holy Ghost, we find it. But its
presence should not shuke our fuit.a in Christians
or in Christ,  Such sin is closely auied to hypoe-
risy, for the sinner who does not desire to seem
better than he is will vot wrap holy professions
about his moral deformities. Now there would be
no hypoerisy if there were not a larger amount of

genuineness. The issue of counterfeit coins always |

follows a larger issue of genuine coins,

2. The simplest of sins is Pharisaism—the use of
religious professions and aetivities to cloak selfish-
ness of heart,  Aguainst this our Lord’s fiercest de-
nunciations were hurled. He had gentle words
for the thief and the harlot, but not once do we
hear from him a tender tone toward the whited
sepulchers of society, Some of the worst outcasts
never choose their sing they are borne out by a
strong current of temptation ; they are objeets for
pity only. But a hypoerite can muke no such
apology. This was the sin of Ananias and Sap-
phira; not that they lied, but they lied against the
Holy Ghost. Toward such hypoerites God's wrath
is a consuming fire,

B 1t is easy to slide into hypoerizy. Let thespirit

of the world once nestle in the heart of a diseiple, |

and a hypoerite's life is already begun, * Let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”
You are more likely to slip than to trip. Few
Christians step fuce foremost into sin, but how
many backslide! Wherever there is a pretense of
consecration while there is yet a withholding from
God, there is a modern Pharisee,

4. Sinin the Church is a seed. Our Lord likened
righteousness (the kingdom of heaven) to & mus-
tard seed ; but sin, as certainly as goodness, brings

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.
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forth fruitful harvests. One sin in the Chuich
never stands alone ; it brings forth many other
sins, and usually affects many lives,

Be Our duty toward sin in the Church. 1f it has
been cherished in our own hearts our duty is
clear, Better enter the kingdom of God with a
hand cut off or an eye plucked out than to be shut
in outer darkness, But suppose you think you sce
sin in others’ lives, what are you to do? 1. Re-
member that sin in the Church is an insult to God §
that it is an cvil disease which may contaminate
those who are now the purest; and that it sadly
eripples the spiritual power of the Chureh, 2. Do
not forget at the same time that you are not an
authorized or competent judge of others’ lives;
that it is folks who have beams in their own eyes
that see most motes in others’; that often the
Church can endure the sinner more safely than the
sinner can endure without the Church § that spirit-
ual arrogance and lack of charity are as unchristly
as is hypoerisy ; that, according to Paul's testi-
mony, there were many wicked people in the early
Church, but only one judgment such as this, Pray
for divine guidance, weigh well the opinions of
others, be sure that your motive is love to the sin-
ner as well as love to the Chureh, and doubt not
that God will guide you to your duty. Read what
Paul says about our duty to a brother *‘ overtaken
in a fault.” Sce Gal. 6, 1, 2,

Lesson Word-Pictures.

“Nobody knows any thing about it,” thinks
Anunias, “or just Sapphira knows!”  Ashe tucks
away in its hiding-place a part of the price of the
land he sold for the apostles’ common fund he
looks all around. His sharp eyes take in every
thing. Any body see him? No, he thinks., No-
body sees, nobody knows, Just Sapphira knows.
e looks all around once more and finishes the
hiding of tue money. Then he goes to the
apostles’ meeting., 1 faney 1 hear the shekels
jingling in his money-bag as he complacently
passes into the meeting, e has sold ** a posses-
sion,” and now he is bringing a contribution to
the common fund, Ie is willing every body
should hear those shekels jingle.  They make a
sweet music to the praise of the generous, self-
sacrificing Ananias. Nobody knows—save Sap-
phira—that a lic is in the hypoerite’s bag,

Henow comes up before the apostles,

He opens his bag.

His self-denying shekels jingle out in a shining
heap. He smiles.  As he bows in humility above

his lie, does he say, ‘ Nobody knows—nobody
knows but Sapphira?"

Suddenly, above the hypoerite’s bowed head,
breaks out like an unexpected clap of thunder the
voice of Peter, *“ Ananias, why hath Satan filled
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thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep
buck part of the price of the land 1"

What? God knowing?

0, when Ananias was saying, Nobody knows,”
looking with cautious eyes all around, why did he
not look up? Did he realize that God was look-
ing down? God knew. And it is the divine
sight that now seems to be in Peter’s eyes, that
flashes out of them and burns and searches decp
in Ananias's heart, and scex the awful secret there.

«Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God,”
thunders Peter. ¥

0, Ananias, Ananias ! "

Why did you try to cheat God? There was a
commotion in the meeting when you complacently
poured out your shekels and Peter rebuked you.
There is & more serious agitation when the bearers
of the dead take off Ananias, and with an awe in
their faces carry the lifeless body away.

But where is the one that knew about Ana-
nias's guilt and shared in it and buried it in her
bosom? Where is Sapphira ?

It is three hours since Ananias was borne away,
and Sapphira has not yet come. Ias she been
busy with domestic cares? IHas she been obliged
to go to the market-plac Has she wanted to
make more secure the hiding-place of the money
that was kept back ?

“ Nobody knows but Ananias has she said?

And Ananias dead ! O, Sapphira!

She goes at last to the meeting-place of the
apostles.  Perhaps it is to find Ananias. She
bustles in before the throng, looking Tound for
Ananins.  The apostles are here.  Many others
are present. Where—where is Anuni Sud-
denly that searching face of Peter confronts her.
What is it about his fuce that startles her? And
lis oyes, how they scarch like candles! She
wishes Peter would not look so. The look is
nothing compared with his ve It breaks out
suddenly. How it thrills her!

«mell me whether ye sold the lund for so
much ?"

“ Yeu, for so much.”

What, Sapphira?

“Nobody knows—only Ananias,’
sure herself?

0, guilty soul, what have you done? Did you
think God was blind and deaf and dumb?

But things grow confused before her. She hears
Peter say something about *“ agreeing together to
tempt the Spirit of the Lord,” about * thy husband
buried "—and soon the bearers of the dead are
slowly going out, carrying the lifeless Sapphira.

* does she us-

By Way of Illustration.
Verses 1,2. When Barnabas, a man of wealth,
brought the price of his possession to lay at the
apostles’ feet they never dreamed that the devil

| would so soon present for acceptance a counterfeit

of that noble generosity, No sooner does God
work a good work of grace and sow the good sced
of the kingdom than the devil comes by night and
sows tares. Cain counterfeited Abel's acceptable
sacrifice ; Jannes and Jumbres counterfeited the
miracles of Moses in the wilderness ; Nadab and
Abihu offered strange fire before the Lord § the
prophets of Baal turned the hearts of all Isrucl
from the true worship of Jehovah, while as yet
they were calling on his. name.  And row in the
young Christian Chureh we have a spurious, lying,
and false consecration which, if God had not
forthwith stamped out, would have speedily
brought the Church to ruin. Moses had his Korah,
Joshua had his Achun, Elisha had his Gehazi,
Jesus had his Judas, the apostles had their Ananius,
Paul had Alexander the coppersmith and Demas
who loved this present world.—2Dr. Pentecost.

Covetousness,  St. Paul gays, * The love of money
is the root of all evil.” The first defeat which
came to the children of Isracl in the promised land
was caused by Achan's covetousness, The in-
fant Church meets the same sin. It is a root-sin,
and from it springs lying, stealing, hypoerisy,
murder. The saloon-curse is rooted in covetous-
ness, as was slavery.

In excavating Pompeii a skeleton was found with
the fingers clutching quantities of gold. The man
lost his life in attempting to save his gold.

Hypoerisy. ** To lie to the Holy Ghost.” The
ghops in the square of 8t. Mark were all religiously
closed, for the day was a high festival.  We were
much disappointed, for it was our last day, and we
desired to take away with us some souvenirs of
lovely Venice. But our regret soon vanished, for
on looking at the shop we meant to patronize we
readily discovered signs of traffic within. We
stepped to the side door and found that when two
other customers had been served we might pur-
chase to our hearts’ content, saint or no saint.
‘ After this fashion too many keep the laws of God
\ to the eye, but violate them in the heart, The
|
|

shutters are up us if the man no more dealt with
sin and Satan, but a brisk commerce is going on
behind the scenes.—Spurgeon,

Will you say that there are no real stars because
you sometimes see meteors fall, which for a time
appeared to be stars ¢ Will you say that blossoms
never produce fruit because many of them fall off,

: and some fruit which appeared sound is rotten at

the core? Equally absurd is it to suy there is no

| such thing as real religion hecause many who pro-

foss it full away or prove to be hypoerites at heart.
—Payson.

“ Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.”

| Harry and Lucy were playing in the dining-room

| when their mother sct a basket of cakes on the tea-
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tuble and went oyt. They were frosted and looked
yery tempting.

{low nice they look ! said Iarry; “I'm go-
ing to take one. Mother wont know it. She
didn’t count them.”

« But God did,” answered Lucy.

[tarry’s hand dropved to his side, and after a
little he said, 1 guess God does count things, for
¢ the hairs of our heads are all numbered.’”’— '
York Christian Advocate.

New

Lying. 'Two scoundrels sought to obtain money
from Archbishop Leighton, one feigning death and
the other soliciting charity on this uccount. When
the solicitor returned to his accomplice, he found
him dead indeed, killed by lightning as he feigned
to be.

Verses 5,10,  The Egyptian queen was a fool
when she dissolved her pearl in one cup of
plensure.  The Indian chief was a fool when he
underrated the current and launched his canoe on
the rapids.  He is a fool who sports with a serpent
or heedlessly combats a lion. But sin brings its
unerring consequences more surely than any of
those.— Talmage.

The Teachers' Meeting.

Begin with the incident of Barnabas in the pre-
vious chapter, the community of goods, and its

motives. . ..Show the sin of Ananias, aud get the |

scholars to analyze its elements: (1) Selfish-

ness 3 (2) Inordinate longing for the appearance

of sanctity ; (8) Deccit; (4) Conscious hypoerisy j |

(5) —3 (6) 3 (1) =—....What sins are here
warned against? Obtain answers from the cla
and suggest illustrations of cach sin....Especiall

point out the evil of lying, and show how a lic ‘

The dangers of
sin in the Church. See Thoughts for Young Peo-

ple....Why arc not sins punished in the same |

way now?....The attributes of God: (1) Omnis
cience; (2) Holiness—hatred of sin; (3) Interest
in his people; (4) Presence in the Church ; (5) His
power, ete.  What does this suggest that the char-
acter of the Church should be?. ... A good working
outline is that suggested by Hllustrative Notes : 1.
Ananias’s sins: (1) Love of the prai
(2) Covetousn (3) Lying; (4) Hype 11.
God’s character here shown: (1) Ommiscience §
(2) Impartiality ; (3) Justice; (4) Power. TIL
Teachings concerning the Church: (1) High
moral standards; (2) Human imperfections ; (3)
Responsibility.

of men ;

References.
Freeman's Haxo-Book. Ver, 6: Preparation for
burial, 8223 time for burial, 826....Foster's Cy-
©10PEDIA, Prose, 5469-5471, 11808, 11808, Ver, 3:
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Prose,

Blackboard.

It is often said that the mortal sin of Ananias
and Sapphira was telling a falsehood, but the true
teaching of this lesson seems to be that they were
punished for trying to introduce into the infant
Church the same spirit of hypoerisy which poi-
soned the religion as professed by the Jews. It
was the same spirit of the Pharisee which our Lord
There could be no temporizing with

that evil influence, and the punishment was of

such & nature that the infant Church was pro-
| foundly impressed by it. The blackboard repre-
sents this venomons spirit by u serpent trying to
enter a closed door—the of the infant
Chureh,

condemmed.

door

STEPS IN SIN.
ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA.

1. A sinful plot. (God saw it.)

1. An acted lie,  (God is not mocked.)
| 11, A spoken lie.  (Peter knew it.)
| IV, Swift punishment.

Primary and Intermediate.
The Sin of Making Believe.

Lesson Trovenr.

Blackboard. Make a straight path, with
“Truth? printed upon it, and tell the lesson
story, erayon in hand, with which to mark

deviations.

To teach this lesson so that it muy secm a real
thing, and take hold upon little hearts and con-
seiences, will require earnest study. In these
days of shams and pretenses, even in the Chureh
of Christ, how gladly should we labor to make the
ng of ¢ truth in the inward parts " both in=

teac

pressive and far-reaching !

| * Find how much the children can tell about the

| first Christion Chureh, Tell that now it had
grown to be a large company. It was a happy
company. What makes home a happy place ?
Yes, “ Love.” There wus a great deal of love in
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the early Christian Church, love for God and love
for one another, and this made them happy, and
glad to help one another.

gt Compare the early Chureh
to a beautiful garden when
the head gardener watches
| the growth of the differ-
ent kinds of seeds which he
has planted for beauty and
for use. It a plant of one evil
_ = B <cod is found wmong his beau-
tiful and useful plants, he pulls it up by the roots
and throws it far out of the garden.

An cvil seed was hiding in the garden of the
carly Chureh. It was the love of money and un-
truth in the hearts of Ananias and his wife Sap-
phira. Deseribe the seene when the noble rich
man, Barnabas, came and laid down all he had
in this world at the feet of the apostles, because
he loved the Lord Jesus and his Church, and
all the little company did the same, until there
was none who was rich, and none who was poor
in that little Church. Then picture Anunias and
Sapphira doing as the others had done. They
longed to be admired, as Barnabas wus, for giving
all, but they had sceretly agreed to keep back a
part of the price of the land they had sold. That
bad seed, the love of money, had sprung up in
their hearts [here draw on the blackboard a seed
with downward root and upward shoot] ; and soon
another seed—untruth—that had been hiding in
their hearts for many years sprang up beside it
[make seed beside the first], o that the Lord had
to take it out of his garden—the early Church—
lest the sced should be seattered through it.
Show the children by the blackbourd that the root
of cvil things is very often the love of money.
And the seed is sure to be the love of self.
From it springs that plant of many branches,
“all evil.”  Let the children name different kinds
of sin, which may be printed on the board.

Do not dwell upon the manner and eireum-
stances of the death of Ananias and Sapphira. Tell
the children that the fruit of sin is death, and that
it always follows, if not repented of, as the harvest
follows the secd-sowing. They eannot choose
pinks and morning-glories after sowing thistles
and nettles.  They will surely have what they
have sowed. They who think wrong will goon
speak wrong and act wrong. So do not let evil
thoughts that come silently like the downy

thistle seed find any place to stay, or they will
grow and beur the fruit of death.

Get from the children their idea of what makes
alie. Show that alic is always a lie, even when
it looks or sounds like the truth, *God is not
mocked.” We cannot deecive him; he says, “Tan
the Truth.” The only way to be truc is ta let the
Truth come into our hearts to stay. Ie will come
in and make it all right, and sow good seed und
take care of his little garden.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
Thy word, almighty Lord.
There is a Friend, a Friend you need.
More love to thee, O Christ,
From every stormy wind that blows.
Stund up, stand up for Jesus.

No. 2.

1loly, holy, holy Lord.

I bring my sins to thee.

Seek, my soul, the narrow gate.

In the Saviour’s steps I'll follow.

There's work for us all.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]
1. What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira?
Lying.

2. What led them to lic? The love of

money.
3. To whom did they tell the lies? To the

Church.

4. Whom did Peter say they tried to deecive?
God.

5. What punishment eane upon them?  Sude
den death.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

31. Is the Person of the Divine Spirit often men-
tioned in Scripture?

Yes; from the beginning of the Bible to the end,
but especially in the New Testament,

32, How is He generally spoken of ?

Sometimes as a personal Agent and sometimes
as an influence or gift coming down from God,

ro—

A. D. 30.]

LESSON VIII. THE APOSTLES PERSECUTED.

GOLDEN TEXT. We ought to obey God rather than men. Acts 5. 29,

Authorized Version.
Acts 5. 25e41. [Commit to memory verses 20-32.]

95 Then came one and told them, saying, Be-
hold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing

in the temple, and teaching the people.

Revised Version.
95  And there came one and told them, Behold,
the men whom ye put in the prison are in the
26 temple standing and teaching the people, Then
went the eaptain with the officers, and brought

[Aug. 21. .
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o3 Then went the captain with the officers, and
brought them without violence : for they feared |
the people, lest they should have been stoned.,

+ And when they had brought them, they set }
, before the council : and the high-priest asked |
them,

03 Saying, Did not we straitly command you
that ye should not teach in this name? and, be-
hold, ye have filled Je-ru'sa-lem with your doc- |
trine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon
us.

90 Then Pe'ter and the other apostles answered |
and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.

50 The God of our fathers raised up Je'sus,
whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. |

|

51 Tim hath God exalted with his right hand #o |
I'rinee and a Saviour, for to give repentance to
1, and forgiveness of sins.

52 And we are his witnesses of these things ; and
s0 is also the Tloly Ghost, whom God hath given to
them that obey him, |

3 When they heard that, they were cut fo the ‘
Jwart, and took counsel to slay them.

34 Then stood there one up in the council, a
Phar'i-see, named Ga-ma'li-cl, a doctor of the law,
Jiad in reputation among all the people, and eom- |

manded to put the apostles forth a little space

35 And said unto them, Ye men of Is'ra-el, take |
heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touch-
ing these men. |

36 For before these days rose up Then'das, |
hoasting himsclf to be somebody § to whom a num-
ber of men, about four hundred, joined them-
sely who was slain ; and all, as many as obey e
him, were seattered, and brought to naught,

57 After this man rose up Ju'das of Gal'i-lec in
the days of the taxing, nmr(lrm\' away much peo-
ple atter him: he also perished
many as obeyed him, were dispe

yand all, even as
rsed.

58 And now Tsay unto you, Refrain from the
men, and let then alone @ forif this counsel or this
work be of men, it will come to naught :

39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it
Test haply ye be found even to fight against God.

40 And to him they agreed : and when they had
called the apostles, and beaten them, they com-
manded that they should not speak in the name of
Je'sus, and let them go.

41 And they departed from the presence of the
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy
to suffer shame for his name.

TIME.—A. D. 20 PLACE.—Jerusalem,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—God the su-
preme Ruler,

HOME READINGS,

M. The apostles persecuted,

Tu. The apostles persceuted,

W. Delivered from prison, Ae

Th. Pleasing God. 1 Thes s
All must suffer. 2 Tim, 3. 10-17,
Suffering from righteousness.

iy

Pet. 8. 12-18,

8. Glorying in saffering, 2 Cor. 11, 21-33, \

them, but without violence ; for they feared the
people, lest they should be stone And when
they had brought them, they set them before
the council.  And the high-priest asked them,
saying, We straitly charged you not to teach
in this name : and behold, ye have filled Je-ru'-
sa-lem with your teaching, and intend to bring
29 this man’s blood upon us,  But Pe'ter and the
apostles answered and said, We must obey God
30 ratherthan men.  The God of our fathers raised
up Je'sus whom ye slew, hanging himon a tree.
31 Him did God exalt with his right hand #o b a
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to
2 Is'ra-el, and remission of sins, And we are
witnesses of these things; and so s the oly
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey
him.,
33  But they, when they heard this, were eut to
34 the heart, and were minded to slay them,  But
there stood up one in the council, a Phar'i-see,
named Ga-wa'li-el, a doctor of the law, had in
honor of wll people, und commanded to put the
men forth a little while, And he said unto
them, Ye men of Is 1, take heed to your-
selves as touching these men, what $e arcabout
36 to do. For before these days rose up Theu'das,
giving himself out to be somebody 5 to whom a
number of men,about four hundred, joined them-
selves : who was slaiv 3 and all, as many as
obeyed him, were dispersed, and came to
nought,  After thix man rose up Ju'das of Gal'-
i-lee in the days of the enrollment, and drew
away some of the people after him: he als
ished jand ally as many as obeyed him, were seat-
88 tered abroad.  And now 1 say unto you, Re-
frain from these men, and let them alone: for
if this counsel or this work be of men, it will be
39 overthrown: butif it is of God, ye will not
be able to overthrow them; lest haply ye be
49 found even to be fighting against God.  And to
lim they agreed : and when they had ealled the
apostles unto them, they beat them and charged
them not to gpeak in the name of Je'sus, and let
41 them go. They therefore departed from the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to sutfer dishonor for the
Nume,
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LESSON HYMNS,
No. 190, New Canadian Hymnal,

Soldiers of Christ, arise.

+ No. 187, New Canadian Hymnal,

Disciples of Jesus, why stand ye here idle?
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No. 185, New Canadian Hymnal.
1 want to be a worker for the Lord.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 90, 88, 87, |

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Bold Testimony 2.

Who were brought before the council for trial ¢

Who brought them ¢

What wus this council composed of ¢

When had the couneil commanded as verse 28
describes ¢

Why was their conmand not obeyed t

What confession of the high-priest shows the
zeal of the apostles

What is meant by his blood heing on them ?
(Read Matt. 27. 24, 25.)

What short, pointed reply is given in verse 20 ¢

Was this a rule of action with them, or a mere
notion at that moment # (See Acts 4. 19, 20.)

Having answered, they follow up their opportu-
nity by the words of verses 30-32; state each fact
here given.

What more for Jesus could they have said ?

What kind of men does this show them to have
heen ¢

In what ought we to be like them ?
2. Wise Counsel, v. 33-41.

What counsel was first taken by the rulers
(Verse 88.)

What 15 tneant by their being “cut?”

What counsel did Gamaliel give! (Verses

85-39.)

What deseription of this mun is given in
verse 841

Which of these diverse counscls wus the wiser?

What result was reached by the council ?
(Verse 40.)

What is there strange in all this?

Is God for you? How may he become xo?

What reason had the apostles to rejoice

What is the GoLpex Texr !¢

Practical Teachings.

Where do we learn—

1. That divine truth in weak hands is able to
overthrow the mighty

9. That God witnesses for those who witness for
him?

3. That only the highest duty claims the prefer-
ence of our service?

Hints for Home Study.

Ascertain the three constituencies of the Sanhe-
drin (from some Bible dictionary or ‘lesson=
help "), and commit to writing.

Ascertain facts concerning Gamaliel,

Make a list of the several occasions when the

Sanhedrin  becomes a leading actor in Bible
history.
Ascertain its limitations as fur as possible.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
‘'HOLARS.
1. Bold Testimony, v. 25-32.
What report was made to the priests about the
apostles ¢
Who went to arrest the apostles
What did these officers fear?
Before whom were the prisoners brought?
W hat question did the high-priest ask ?
What did he say the apostles had done ?
Who replied to him ¢
To whom did Peter say obedience was first due f
(Gorpex TexT.)
What had the rulers done with Jesus?
What had God done with him?
Who were witnesses to these things !
To whom was the Holy Spirit given?
What promise of Jesus was thus fulfilled?
(Chap. 1. 8.)
| 2. Wise Counsel, v. 33-41.
| How were the hearers affected by Peter’s
! words ?
| Who then addressed the council?
| With what words of warning did he begin ?
| What did he say about Theudas !
To what other false leader did he refer?
What happened to his followers ¢
What did Gamaliel urge as to the apostles ?
What reason did he give ?
How did the council receive his advice ?
What did they do to the apostles t
What did they command them ?
What did the apostles do?
When is persecution a blessing ?  (Matt. 5.

|
| Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
| 1. To obey God rather than man?
[ 2 That God will take care of his own cause ?
3. That suffering for Christ’s sake is cause for

Joyt
‘ Home Work for Young Bereans.
What apostle first acknowledged Jesus as the
Son of God ?
Who first told the apostles that they were to be
witnesses of Christ?
Can you name a pupil of Gamaliel’s who after-
ward became famous as a Christian ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
What did the rulers again do? Put the apos=
tles in prison.
Why did they do thist To stop their worke.
Who set them freet! The angel of the
Lord.
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Where did he command them to preach? In Who advised them to let the men alone? Gae
the temple. ma!lel. : |

Who again went to arrest them ? The captain What did he say would surely fuil: Work not
and officers. of God.

Why did they not harm them? They feared What will always suceeed in the end? Work
the people. | that is of God.

Where were they taken? Before the couns | What did the council finally dot They beat
cile | the apostles and let them go.

Of what did the high-priest complain?  Their l . .
disobedience. Waogds with Little Peoples

What had they been commanded not to dot To STAND UP FOR JESUS
teach in the name of Jesus, When you are laughed at for his sake.
What did Peter suyt  ‘That they must obey When you are threatened for his sake.

God. Whenever you have the opportunity.
What did he declare the apostles to be? Jesus’s «Stand up, stand up for Jesus.”
witnesses,
What did the rulers then talk of doing? Slay= Whisper Motto.
ing the apostles, * We ought to obey God.”

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

The temple service is no more the liveliest center of Jerusalem’s interest, nor are the * chief priests and
elders " any longer the leading men. Twelve Galilean peasants haveall of a sudden become the most
conspicuous persons in Jewry. Both they and the priests claim divine authority to direct men’s con-
scienccs, and a text of strength between the two is inevitable. This lesson tells how that test was made.
It had been determined to crush Christianity by the arrest of its leaders, But an angel of the Lord by
night opened the doors of the prison in which they awaited their trial, and sent them back to the tem-
ple to preach. The Sanhedrin was called together early the next morning, and officers wer. sent to the
prison for Peter and his companions. They returned with the astonishing statement: ¢ "he prison
truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we
had opened, we found no man within.” By this message the Sanhedrin wus thrown into consternation,
and the events of our lesson followed. The apostles were brought back to the Sanhedrin from their
congregation in the temple courts. Peter made a defense which was so thoroughly aggressive and un-
answerable that murder seemed to be the only reply that could be made. But the wise Gamaliel coun-
seled caution, and his counsels prevailed. The apostles were beaten, again commanded to be silent,
and dismissed. Their punishment only increased their joy—for already it was proved that the king-
dom of heaven was stronger than the rulers who had counseled together against the Lord’s Anointed.

Verse 25. Came one and told them. the rulers, but the rulers feared the people
Running breathless from the temple into the San- for the popularity of the Christians was steadily
hedrin’s cirele, just as Michaiah, six hundred years increasing. There were several reasons for this.
hefore, had run from the temple courts to the king's | They had helped and blessed the common people
house to tell the princes of Judah the words of in many ways; the supernatural power which at~
(God’s prophet as rc:d by Baruch the scribe. Be- | tended them greatly increased public esteem
hold. An exclamation of wonder. Their escape | their chief opponents thus far were Sadducean
was astonishing, but this was not the chief cause priests, and the Sadducees as a class were un-
of surprise. That escaped prisoncrs should not popular. Stoned. Stoning was an ient le-
hide, but should boldly, in the city’s open sun- | gal punishment among the Ilebrews but most
light, repeat the deed for which they had been of the “stonings” recorded in the New Testa-
fettered, was almost beyond belief. Notice the ment were due to mob violence, (2) Kven the
climax of description. You put them im prison§ worst rulers fear public sentiment.
but now they are in the templej they are 27. Brought them. To the hall of judg-
standing there, not skulking, as might have ment. Set them before the council. Made
been expected ; and, most wonderful of all, they | them stand in front of the middle of that are
are teaching the people. (1) No opportunity of seats deseribed in Lesson V. Highepriest,
to testify for our Master should be lost. Probably Annas, who continued to be called

26. The captain., The chief of the temple | “ high-priest”’ after his term was ended. Dr,
guard. Withont violence. Evidently the Gloag calls attention to the fact that the Sanhe-
avostles made no resistance. They did not fear = drin was an aristoeracy, divided intotwo factions,




424 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

[Aug. 21,

the leaders of which were, presumably, Annas
the Sadducee and Gamaliel the Pharisee.

28. Straitly. Strictly. This name, The | Took counsel to slay them, **So, to get vil

name of Jesus, If Jesus, doomed to death by these
men, were indeed the Messiah, then were they
murderers and traitors, Filled Jerusalem with
your doctrine, Jerusalem was the heart of He-
brew worship, and, to a good degree, the doctrinal
center of the East. This man’s blood upon
us. The rulers wanted now to shilflle the guilt

i

| them, they would take the lives of twelve me

on Judas and Pilate; but the echoes of their ery |

at the erucifixion could still be heard—* Iis blood
be on us and on our children!” (3) God is the
Judge of moral guilt. Annas was too cowardly to

ask liow the apostles had escaped from prison ; he | doubtless, like what we have of Peter's address,

dared not confront supernatural power. He was too
supercilious to mention Jesus by name—** this
man” and * your doctrine are his most respeet-
ful terms. “The judges,” says Dr. Lumby,
¢ have taken the place of culprits, and deprecate
accusation where they would naturally be dealing

33. Cut to the hearts Literally, “sawn
through ; "’ not made penitent, but furiously angry

of the fear of one man’s blood being brought uy

more.'—Farrar. (9) A guilty conscience is us
ally llogical,

34. Gamaliel, The first of two celebrated
rabbis of this name; the teacher of Paulj amuw
of almost unequaled reputation for learning and
wisdom. Putthe apostles forth. That the con

| sultation of the Sanhedrin might be unrestrained

out penalties.” (4) A guilty conscience needs 1o |

acevser,

29, Peter. The more one studies this man’s
carcer, the more one is impressed by his amazing

natural gifts as well as by his supernatural endow- |

ment. This and the following three verses con-
tain the * skeleton ” of what has been described
as “one of the finest specimens of pleading on
record.”  Analyze it thoroughly, and you will be

of the quarter.
rather than men. Sce the first verse of Lesson
V1. The old charge brings out the old defense.

30. The God of our fathers. Christianity
is the ripe fruit of which Mosaicism was the bud-
ding blossom. The apostles never tire to affirm
that the same power stands behind Moses and
Jesus, Hanged on a tree, Crucified. God
raised him, but ye slew him. (5) Duties are
ours; results, God's.

31. His right hand. To do a thing with the
right hand is an idiom for doing it efficiently. A

A little space. A little while.

35. Ye men of lIsraels What follows ix

mere synopsis. Take heed. Gamalicl has prob-
ably little sympathy with the gospel doctrine, but
he has a tolerant spirit ; he believes in the resur
rection, and he hates the Pharisees.

36. Theudas. Which of several unsuccessful
political agitators who followed each other in rapid
suceession is here alluded to is not known. Theudas

was a common name among the Jews,

37. Judas of Galilee. Josephus mentions
this insurgent, but sometimes ealls him * a Gaulon-
ite.” The daysofthe taxing. Judas claimed
that to pay taxes to a foreign government was to
put on fetters of slavery, and that God was Israel’s

| only proper king. The political faction afterward
better able to understand and teach all the lessons |

We ought to obey God |

Prince. Peter claims that the proudest of his |
I

judges owes allegiance to this carpenter-rabbi
whom God hath exalted and cnthroned over a
kingdom * not of this world.” Repentance had
no technical theological meaning in those days.
Peter declares that Israel’s duty is to ¢ turn ahout ”
in heart and life, away from priests and elders, so
as to have its sims forgiven by the Nazarene
Saviour. (8) Christ is the sinner’s Saviour,

32. We are his witnesses, Not rabbis,
theologians, doctors, or priests. (7) We are *“ wit-
nesses " as truly as was Peter.  (8) Clear Christian
testimony s always nseful. Holy Ghoste Who
had been of late manifest to all Jerusalem in many
ways. The miracles of the early Church were its
divine credentials,

known as * Zealots® was probably formed ‘rom
his followers, of whom the apostle Simon Zelotes
was one.

38, 39. Refrain, Stand away from. This
counsel, The apostles’ doctrine. It will come
to naughts Gamalicl was farsighted. He was a
strong adherent of the Mosaie law, This law the
apostles thus far strictly observed. But in addi-
tion to their orthodoxy they eherished certain
peeuliar beliefs about the Christ. Now Gamaliel
knew that one of these two beliefs must before
long give way; they must give up their belief in
Jesus's Messiahship, or give up their Judaism
and, from the Pharisces’ standpoint, the last alter-
native involved utter ruin, But (10) The success of
a doctrine or system does not prove its divine origin.

40,41, To him they agreed. His plan was
an casy way out of trouble. Beaten them.
They were probably punished as guilty parties to
ancedless controversy, Sce the law in Deut. 25,
1-3. The scourge was applied to the naked back.
Commanded that they should not speak.
The Sanhedrin must have known that this com-
mand would be disoheyed. Worthy to suffer
shame for his name, Scourging was regarded
as o * shameful punishment.”” They rejoiced, for
they now felt the full force of their Master's hene-
diction, (11) Suffering for Christ's sake has spe cial
comforts.
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CRITICAL NOTES.

inter-
sent

verse 30. Raised up Jesus, Some
].n-u-r~1hiuk that * raised up’’ here mean:
into the world,”” or * made to appear.” See 3. 223
13, 22, But it is far more probable that Peter ap-
plies this expression to the resurrection.
word used refers in the Acts and Epistles almost
exclusively to the resurrection, even when the
ordinary phrase ** from the dead * is omitted.
for example, 3.155 4.103 10. 403 13,
15. 12-52, Verse 3 declares that exaltation of
Josus hy or at the right hand of God which fol-
Jowed the ascension,  Comp. 2. 32-34,

42, We are witnesses . . . and so is the

Holy Ghost. The primitive Chureh  had the
testimony of the living apostles, attested both by
miraculous spiritual gifts and by the inward sup
patural witness of the Holy Ghost (John 15.
Acts 15, 283 Rom. 8, 163 Gal. 4. 65 1 John 8. 24).
The Chureh still has the witness of the Spirit to
confirm her written record of the apostles’ testi-
mony und miracles.
Were cut to the heart. This is an ad-
Jle rendering, though the original is even
more forcible, meaning ** were (mentally) sawn
asunder.” The same word is found in 7. 54, where
it is uscd to indicate the result of the preaching of
Stephen before the council: “When they heard
these things, they were cut to the heart.”

34, Gamaliels This lesson and that of next
week introduce to us two characters who are not
only of unusual intrinsie interest, but who, in very
diferent ways, exerted extraordinary influence
upon Paul.  The great rabbi Gamaliel and the
great martyr Stephen contributed important factors
in the education of the great apostle. Both Jewish
and Christian tradition have been prolific in stories
concerning Gamalicl. There is no support in his-
tory for the claim made in the Recognitions of
Clement that Gamalicl was seeretly a Christian
and remained in the couneil by the advice of the
apostles from motives of policy. A Jewish tradi-

9

m

1
|
|

The |

el
See,

and 1 Cor, |

tion, not satisfactorily authenticated, represents |

him as o grandson of the great 1lillel and a de-
scendant of David. That he was president of the
Qanhedrin, though often stated, is not at all prob-
able, sinee until after his time the high-priest seems
to have presided over that body. Confusion has

often arisen from attributing to him the acts and
savings of his grandson, Gamaliel 1L The Ga-
malicl of our lesson is distinguished as “ Rab-

ban Gamalicl the Elder,”” who is represented in
the Talmud also as a Pharisee of great gifts and
Jearning who was able to unite ardent devotion to
the Taw with an uncommeonly liberal and humane
spirit. 8o high was his reputation that he was
called “the glory of the law.” It was said of
him, * Since Rabban Gamaliel the Elder died there
Thas been no more reverence for the law.”  But his

seal for the law did not produce an intolerant and
persecuting temper, such as his pupil Saul dis-
played,

36. Theudas. Joscphusgives abrief descrip-
tion of an insurrection led by ** a certain magician
whose name was Theudas,” who claimed to be a
prophet, and, promising to divide the river Jor-
dan, persuaded **a great part of the people” to
follow him. The Romun procurator Cuspius
Fudus defeated this company and beheaded Theu-
dus (Antig. xx, 5 1). But this event occurred,
according to Josephus, in the reign of Claudius,
that is, long after the time of Judas the Galilean,
and some ten years later than the spee f
maliel. The two accounts cannot therefore be
made to refer to the sume man without discredit-
ing one of the writers. As the name Theudas was
not uncommon among the Jows, it is thought by
some that Gamaliel's reference is to one of many
leaders of sedition whom Josephus refers to, but
does not mention by name. It is not at all inered-
ible that, in the turbulent times near the close of
Herod the Great's reign, one Theudas should have
led an insurreetion and that a similar attempt was
made by another man of the same nume fifty years
later, Josephus records among leaders of sedition
four men named Simon and three named Judas.
Of the twelve lisciples two bore the name of
Jumes, and there was another Jumes among the
Lord's brothers. Efforts have been made to
identify the Theudas of Luke with an insurgent
called Simon by Josephus (Antig. xvii, 10. 63
Wars ii, 4. 2), and with another called Matthias
(Antig. xvii, 6. 2-4, and 9, 1-35 Wars i, 33, 2-4).
The last view has in its favor the fact that
Theudus is probably a shortened form for Theodo-
rus, which is a Greek name of the same meaning
as Matthias—** Gift of God.”

37. Judas of Galilee, Joscphus makes fre-
quent mention of this man, whom he calls the
Gaulonite from his birthplace, Gamala in Guulo-
nitis, and the Galilean from his usual residence.
1le headed the revolt occasioned by the property
census which, by order of Augustus, Quirinus
made in 6 A. D, (Antig. xviii, 1. 1), Submis-
sion to this census was regarded by Judas and his
party as treason toward God, * their Ruler and
Lord.” Josephus regarded their heroie disdain
of death s madness, Though Judas was destroyed
and his followers dispersed, his sons continued in
the sume hopeless and fanatical opposition. The
same spirit and opinions inspired the Zealots of a
later time,

11. Counted worthy to suffer dishonor.
This may be placed among the many paradoxes of
Christian experience, It is an honor to be dighon-
ored for “the Name,” the name *that is above
every name,”

1«




426 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

The Lesson Council.

Question 3. [f Christians should Jollow the
precept of the Golden Text in this lesson, ** We ought |
to obey God rather than men,” would it not in-
troduce disloyalty and disobedience to earthly
governments?  Should the precept be obeyed lit-
erally ?

Those who obey God will be loyal and obedient
subjects of all right government, The will of God
is the imperial rule of life. When obedience to
earthly ruler, whether parent, magistrate, or mon-
arch, involves disobedience to God we have no
choice. We must obey the * higher law.” God’s
will is above the united wills of all men. * We
ought to obey God rather than men.”— Rev. George
W. Brown, D.D.

1. Undoubtedly it would, and the more corrupt
the earthly government the more marked would
the Christian’s disobedience be. Puritanism in
its incipiency was disloyalty to a cdrrupt national
Church, The American war for independence
was disobedience to an earthly government crys-
tallized into manly action. 2. The glorious com-
pany of the martyrs and reformers answered
unmistakably Yes, Fes, Yes!—Rer, Clinton D,
Day.

All power that is right is ordained of God. Bad,
selfish, and ignorant men sometimes tinker up laws
that are not of heaven, but of hell. Such laws
should be slighted by good men and righteous laws
and ways be followed. In our country there is
such individual freedom that one need be troubled
but lightly with any unrighteous laws. Yet, as it
was in reference to the fugitive slave law, so
now some laws in the interest of the liquor traffic
not only should be ignored, but sturdily opposed
for the sake of righteousness, If earthly govern-
ments oceupy positions contrary to God’s truth, so
much the worse for them. The precept should be
obeyed literally.—M. V. B. Knor, D.D,

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
How God Protects His People.

1. By AxGELic DELIVERANCE,
Put in prison. .. .temple. v, 25,
“ Angel....opened the prison.” Acts b, 19,
* All ministering spirits.” Heb, 1, 14,
IT By Porurar Reseecr,
They feared the people. v. 26,
“Common people heard.” Mark 12. 87.
 Chosen the poor.” Jas. 2. 5,

111, By TuparTING COURAGE.
Ought to obey God. v, 29.
¢ What the Lord saith.” 1 Kings 22, 14,

“God and his righteousness,” Matt. 6. 83.

[Aug. 21,

IV, By mue Seirr’s TestiMoNy
So is also the Holy Ghost, v. 32.
“The Holy Ghost....upon you.” Acts 1.5,
‘ Not ye that speak.” Matt. 10, 20,
V. By Wise CounsgLs.
Refrain from these men. v. 38,
“No wisdom....against the Lord.” Prov,
21. 30.
‘ Weakness. . ..stronger than men.” 1 Cor,
1. 25,

Thoughts for Young People.
Comforts of the Believer.

1. God sends his angels to the help of the belteving
soul, 'To what extent each of us is attended by «
guardian angel we may not know, but we do know
that all natural and heavenly forces are alike
“ministering spirits sent forth to minister to the
heirs of salvation.” Prison bars may not be shot
back for us; miracles may no longer be within our
reach ; but if we are true believers *‘sickness and
sorrow, pain and death” are all heavenly attend-
ants, angels sent, not only to beckon us nearer to
God, but to enhance our comfort on earth and our
felicity in heaven.

2. The Holy Ghost indorses the testimony of the
believer., Never yet has there been written a de-
fense of any Christian doctrine that may not be
cleverly replied to by some skeptic; but there is
no answer to a holy life,  There is profound com-
fort for every worker for Jesus in the assurance
of verse 32,

8e The believer is comforted by his conscience,
“ Obedience to the sense of duty without regard to
consequences ”” brings delight to the dutiful ; and
no one ean constantly obey who does not con-
stantly believe.

4o The believer is comforted by an audience, Per-
functory preachers (in private and public alike)
are avoided by *the people.” But the faithful,
whole-souled witness, if he gather not an audi-
ence which loves him, shall gather an audience of
persecutors,

b The believer is comforted by the thought that
he is suffering for Christ. Inexpressibly dear to the
heart is this conviction,

e The believer is comforted by the knowledge that
THE PRINCE 48 on his side. The little powers of
earth mnay be against him, but the King of kings,
whose throne is exalted forever by God, lovingly
watches him here, and hereafter will say to him,
“Well done ¢ enter into the joys of your Lord.”

Lesson Word-Pictures,
The council is in a stormy amazement, Men
that the council supposed had been snugly shut up
in prison for preaching Jesus are reported to be
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actually at liberty, standing in the temple too,

and—a worse surprise—are teaching the people! | cateh this final command ¢ The,

Ye

L pre aching in the name of Jesus they doubt-
less are! Let them be seized, The council will
e why its dignity is thus insulted.

And here they come at last, jostled along in the
hard, greedy hands of the officers. Fuce to fuce
with the couneil stand the men thought to be in
prison, but actually out of it and preaching Jesus
again.

The high-priest rises and towers in his wrath,
With frowning face, with angry voice, he growls,
« Did not we strictly command you that ye should
sot teach in this name?”  What will those few
feeble followers of Jesus say before this wrathful,
powerful array of priests, rulers, elders, and
seribes

But O, what a consciousness of power invests
that little handful | What trust in God shines out
of their very eyes ! What loyalty to him rings out
in their tones, ** Weought to obey (rod rather than
men,”

IHow that side of the apostles greatens and grows
and towers ! What grandeur it takes on! Asif
into the room came spirits like Joseph, Samuel,
Elisha, Isaiah, and the three Hebrew children,
and stood beside those despised few preachers of
Jesus! As if angels that helped Moses, Elijah,
and Hezekinh, that passed the night with Daniel in
the lion pit, flocked into the room and ranged them-
selves all above and behind and around those few
but brave disciples. What an army on the side
of the right! O, how small and few, how mean
and contemptible, the council-side, as if any mo-
ment it might dwindle, vanish altogether, and dis-
ciples and prophets and angels and archangels be
left alone in the council room,

But what will the council do? They must do
something. They are cut to the very heart be-
cause the apostles told them o plainly that they—
they—they slew and hanged Jesus on a tree.
Why, the Romans did that. No, Peter and his
brethren made a lance of the *ye,” and then
thrust it deep into the consciences of the members
of the council, 0, how they scowl and shake their
heads and gnash their teeth ! They would like to
put to death these upstart preachers. But that de-
spised handful has powerful allies,  Can these be
destroyed? One man is shrewd enough to see the
possible situation. Hark! It is Gamalicl. Ie
rises. He wants the disciples sct one side. Then
he speaks. How calm, persuasive are the tones
that you catch!
Let the council be ecautious.
that other side !

What if God be on

The council does not want to think so, and still
they yield to Gamaliel. Only—they must beat
these preachers of Jesus! Ha, as if they could
conquer by whipping Moses and Daniel and
is it besides the whipping?

Eljjah ! Only—what

How convincing his thoughts ! |

Can you not see the disciples turning again to
y must not—umust
not speak in the name of Jesus !

Go into the temple on te morrow and see if
they are dumb. And are their backs sore and
stiff 7 They rejoice that they suffer for the suffer-
ing, erucified One! What will the council do?
Which is the stronger side?

By Way of Illustration.

“ We ought to obey God rather than men.””  When
Luther was summoned to attend the Dict at Worms
his friends, apprehending danger, would have dis-
suaded him from going. Luther replied, “1 wn
determined to enter the city in the name of the
Tord Jesus Christ though as many devils should
oppose me as there are tiles upon all the houses at
Worms.” When he stepped out of the carriage he
said, in the presence of a great company : “ God
will be on my side.”

It takes character to say * No.”” 1 have a friend
who says the first thing <he would teach a boy
would be to say *No.” The three Hebrew chil-
dren said, * We will not serve thy gods,” and
there they rested.  They had nothing to do with
the results, If the king threw them into the fiery
furnace, that was his business: and it was God's
business to look after the fire when they were
thrown into it. They simply said and  acted,
“No, we will not!” Dare to say *“No.” We
aretoo apt to think what the r ult will be ift we
say ¢ No.”  All we have to do is to decide what is
right and stand by it and if we do not do this
we are not worthy to be ealled by his name.—
Margaret Bottome.

« We are his witnesses””  There cunnot ‘be o
secret Christian, Grace is like the broken alabas-
ter-box of ointment ; it betrayeth itself, I you
truly feel the sweetness of the cross of Christ, you
will be constrained to confess him before men, A
man ean no more be a seeret Christian than a tree
or vine can keep the life in them seeret by refus-
ing to put forth buds and Dblossoms and fruit. 1f
we see o tree without this confession of the life
that is in it, we say, “It is dead.”” So when
men say they are Christians, but will not confess
him with mouth and by deeds, we say, “ They are
dead,” and we say truly.— Words and Weapons,

Verses 38 and 89, In Abraham Lincoln’s farewell
speech to the citizens of Springfield, in 1560, he said s
1 feel that T cannot succeed without divine aid.
On the almighty Being Ishall place my reliance for
gupport. 1hope you will pray that T may receive
that divine assistance without which T eannot sue-
ceed, and with which success is certain."'—Ray-
mond’s Lincoln.
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Verses 40 and 41, A native converted in Foo-
chow, China, said: *I want to go and tell the peo-

ple of Hok-chiang that Jesus can save them from |

‘ ways been the most powerful testimony thereto.—

| Dr. Pentecost.

their sins.” His fridhds tried to dissuade him, |

saying: *“The people are fighting there all the
time. They will take your head off, If you will
preach the *foreign doetrine,’ stay here at Foo-
chow and preach it where you will be safe.” But
he replied : * No, I must go to my own people at
Hok-chiang. They need this Gospel.” 1le went
preaching, was caught by his enemi brought be-
fore the district magistrate on false charges, and
sentenced to be beaten with two thousand stripes,
T'his cruel sentence was executed with the bamboo
upon the bare back of the vietim. I well remem-
ber when he was brought to our mission premises
almost dead. I well remember the sad face of our
good physician, who said, *I don’t think we can
save him. I never saw such terrible injuries from
beating.” 1 went to his room, thinking over some
comforting words of Jesus to repeat to him. He
greeted me with a smile, and said: * Teacher, this
poor body is in great pain just now, but my inside
heart has great peace. I think perhaps Jesus will
take me to heaven now. But if I get up from this
vou'll let me go back to Hok-chiang, wont you?”
For many days he was very low, but soon began
to mend. He started for Hok-chiagg, preaching
to the very men who had persecuted him, many
of whom were converted and became members of
our church in that city.—ZRev. 8. L. Binkley (Mis-
sionary).

Peter and John probably remembered the words
of Jesus spoken to them early in his ministry : ** Re-
joice and be exceeding glad, for great is your re-
ward in heaveni for so persecuted they the

prophets which were before you,” 1In later days |

the great apostle to the Gentiles rejoiced in like

manner: * Therefore I take pleasure in in- |

firmities, in necessities, in reproaches, in persecu-
tions, in distresses for Christ's sake.” Like Moses,
thiey esteemed the reproach of Christ * greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt,” and gladly
went out bearing their reproach. . . . The princes

seized Jeremiah, beat him, and cast him first into a |

dungeon, and then thrust him into the stocks. Peter

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Master the * Connecting Links.”” Draw out a
descriptive statement of the causes and manner
of growth of the infunt Church....A word-pictur.
of the lesson in four scenes: (1) The arrest iy
temple courts ; (2) Defense before the Sanhedrin
(3) The judges' consultation ; (4) The * shame”
and * rejoicing.”. ... The lesson may be used as a
character-study : (1) Believers in Christ; (2)
Enemies of Christ; (3) Undecided people. The
believer's spirit #s (1) Bold; (2) Workfuly (3)
| Conscientious; (4) Witnessing; (5) Rejoicing.
The unbeliever's spirit is (1) Fearful ; (2) Hateful
of truth; (8) Illc 1; (4) Persecuting, The un-
decided spirit resorts nearly a to expedi-
ency. This treatment opens the way for practical
application—To which class do you belong ? (Con-
densed from the Jllustrative Notes.)....Analyze
Peter's defense: (1) We ought to obey God:
(2) God has exalted Jesus as a Prince and a Sav-
jour; (8) He has made us witnesses of this fact:
(4) We cannot therefore refuse to bear testimony.
....0r, treat it as an arraignment of the Sanh
drin: (1) God raised up Jesus; (2) You slew
him 3 (8) God made him a Prince and Saviour in
spite of you If you will not believe us, listen to
the Holy Ghiost....The lesson may be treated as a
varied commentary on the Golden Text....Note
two possible results of being “ cut to the heart,”
(1) Penitence and conversion * (2) Hardening and
hatred.

References.

Freemax, Ver. 26: The ¢ captain,” 787. Ver.
27: The council, 715, Ver. 84: * Doctor of the
law,” 648, ... Foster's Cyeropenia, Ver, 28: Prose,
7193, Ver. 20: Prose, 10177, 10178, 4157-41
-2299, Vers. 81, Prose, 7133, Vers,
37: Prose, 6874, 8655, 8656,  Vers, 88, 80: Prose,

Ver. 41: Prose, 9404,

and John, Paul and Silas, afterward all shared his |

fate, as have hundreds and thousands of God’s wit-

nesses since their time. It looks not only hard |

that wicked men should be allowed to do these
things, but it seems mysterious that God does not
interfere for theirdeliverance,  We have, however,
learned that to suffer for Christ’s sake is a priv-

ilege accorded to every disciple. There scems to |

be a double necessity for this. First, we must
ourselves, even as did Jesus himself, learn obedi-
ence by the things which we suffer, and so to be
¢ perfected through suffering.” Besides, it has
been proven that suffering for the truth has al-

Primary and Intermediate.

oN Tuovenr.  Obedience,

Lz

Recall the courage of the apostles as they
preached before the enemies of Jesus, Tell of the
surprise of the priests when they heard that the
apostles were preaching again, and the manner in
which they were brought again before the council.

| 8how how faith in Jesus and obedience to him made

| the apostles strong and fearless, while unbelief and
hatred toward Jesus made the high-priest and the
council afraid,
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Print the Golden Text on the blackboard, and
a<k the children to repeat it with you until they
4 Jle to repeat it from memory.

<how the difference between sorrow for sin and

sorrow én sin,  These men were “eut to the
art” by the apostles’ words, but they did not
suy, as did the people who were * pricked to the
art” on the day of Pentecost, * What shall we
” but they n to talk among themselves
ahout killing these nds of Jesus,

Describe the cirele of the Sanhedrin, with the
stles before it; und how the wise Gamaliel
wod up before it und axked that the apostles
might be taken out for a little while, while he
told the council to take care how they treated
these followers of Jesus; He reminded them of
Theudas, who had four hundred disciples, and all
who obeyed him were hrought to naught. Also

Judas of Galilee [explain that he was not a
disciple of Jesus], whe had many followers,-and as
many as obeyed him were scattered,

Make very clear the point of Gamaliel’s counsel
—that & work which is of men will come to naught,
but if it be of God it cannot be overthrown,

Peter had said, ** We ought to obey God rather
than men.”  Gamaliel said the same thing inother
words.

Let the children sce that
| our heavenly Father can

\mcu to speak wise and right
| words at the right time, when
his children need them., The
I WITNE SSE S [RERS of all men are in his

I |, and he inclined the
hearts of the people to agree to Gamalicl’s counsel
und let the apostles go.

They went away rejoieing.  Was it because they
were free? No, because they had been beaten !
How can anybody be glad to sutfer pain and
shame? Christians can, beenuse they remember
that Jesus was beaten and bruised for our sins, and
suffered the deepest shame that we might have the
greatest good.

Let the lesson of obedience be lust in the minds
of the children. It is best always to obey God.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Within God’s temple now we meet.
Though troubles assail.

Holy Spirit, faithful Guide.

Father, T stretch my hands to thee.
All the way my Saviour leads me.

No. 2.
Jesus, only Jesus,
All for Jesus.

put it into the hearts of

Learning of Jesus,
O Guide to richest treasures.
Ready to follow God's commands.

Blackboard.

M T stus BEAR THE CROSS ALONE ?

The apostles were persecuted, but they rejoiced
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for
the numne of Christ. Speak of the shame and suf-
foring that Christ endured. It was for thy sake.
Let each one of us do something for him, and say,
Lord, it is * for thy suke.” Closing thought :

¢ Must Jesus bear the cross ulone,
And all the world go free?

No, there's a eross for every one,
And there’s a cross for me.”

Draw the cross long and in a single line with
red ; the letters in white.

The Lesson Catechism.

“For the entire school,

1. Where were the apostles put by the rulers?
In the common prison,

2, How were they set free ¢ By an angel,

2. What did they then do?  They preached
in the temple.

4. Before whom were they again brought?
Before the councils

5 What was their testimony concerning Jesus
before the eouncil? ‘That he was Prince and
Saviour.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

33, How is the Holy Spirit an Agent?
‘]n the works of creation and providence, but
more particularly in the work of salvation.
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LESSON IX. THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR.
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GOLDEN TEXT. He kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay

not this sin to their charge.

Authorized Version.
Acts 7. 54603 8, 1=4.
verses H7-60, )
54 When they heard these things, they were cut
to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their
teeth,

|

[Commit to memory |

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked |

up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of
God, and Je'sus standing on the right hand of
God,

56 And said, Behold, 1 see the heavens opened,
and the Son of man standing on the right hand of
God.

57 Then they eried out with a loud voice, and
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one ac-
cord, .

58 And cast him out of the citv, and stoned Aim :
and the witnesses laid down tieir clothes at
young man’s feet, whose nan - yas Saul,

59 And they stoned Ste'phen, ealling upon God,
and saying, Lord Je'sus, receive my spirit.

60 And he kneeled down, and eried with a loud
voice, Lord, lay not thix sin to their charge.  And
when he had suid this, he fell aslecp.

1 And Saul was consenting unto his death.
And at that time there was a great persceution
against the church which was at Je-ru'sa-lem § and
they were all scattered_abroud throughout the re-
gions of Ju-de’n and Sa-mu'ri-a, except the apos-
tles.

9 And devout men carried Ste'phen #o kis burial,
and made great lamentation over him,

3 As for Saul, he made
tering into every house, and haling
women conmmitted Zhem to prison,

4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad
went every-where preaching the word,

fixion of Christ. PLACES.—Jerusalem, and the
land of Juden. DOCTRINAL SUGG
TION. —The exaltation of Christ,
HOME READINGS.
M. The first Christian martyr.
B54-60 3 8, 1-4,
Tu. Stephen accused,
W. For Ilis suke.  Matt.
Th, Undaunted. 2 Cor, 4, 1-11.
F. Suffering forthe Gospel. 2 Cor. 6, 1-10,
~. Faithful unto death. Rev. 2. 8-11,
N Ready to be offered. 2 Tim, 4. 1-%
LESSON HMYMNS,

No. 138, New Canadian Hymnal,
My hope is built on nothing less.

No. 143, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, for a faith that will not shrink.

avoe of the chureh, en-
and |

TIME. —A. D. 37, seven years after the eruci-

Acts 7. 60,
Revised Version.

Now when they heard these things, they wore
cut to the heart, and they gnashed on aim witl
55 their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy

Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and

54

saw the glory of God, and Je'sus standing on

3 the right hand of God, and said, Behold, I see
the heavens opened, and the Son of man stand
ing on the right hand of God. But they cried
out with aloud voice, and stopped their ears,
and rushed upon him with one accord: und
they east him out of the city, and stoned hin :
and the witnesses laid down their garments ut
the iect of a young man named Saul. And they
stoned Ste'phen, calling upon the Lord, and say -
ing, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he
kneeled down, and eried with a loud voice,
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And
when he had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul
was consenting unto his death.

And there arose on that day a great per
tion against the chureh which was in Je-ru'sa
lemy; and they all
throughout the regions of Ju'dwea and Su-ma -
And devout men
buried Ste'phen, and made great lamentation
But Saul laid waste the chureh, en-
tering into cvery house, and haling men and
women committed them to prison,

Cli=

were seattered  abrowl
vi-u, except the apostles,

over him.

They thercfore that were scattered abrowd
went about preaching the word.

No. 146, New Canadian Hymnal.
God of my life, through all my days.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 32, 33, 34,
QUESTIONSFOR

NIOR STUDENTS.

| 1. The Martyr, v. 5460,

Why were the council angered at Stephen’s
sermon ?

What gave especial power to Stephen in his
trial

What espeeial privilege was granted him ?

What was his testimony in regard to this ?

What similar vision did a prophet see ?

How did the council vent their rage upon Ste-
phent

For what offense did the Mosaie law make this
punishment a penalty ¢ (Lev. 24. 16.)

Who were the real blasphemers ?

What part did Saul take in this service ?
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What words of faith and hope did Stephen
atter !

{1 which did he imitate the dying Saviour?

‘o what is his death compared t
2. The Persecutor, v. 1-4,

Hlow did Saul regard the death of Stephen at
this time ¢

What treatment did the disciples receive !

What tribute was puid to Stephen’s memory t

What part did Saul take in this persecution !

What advantage came to the Gospel from this )

eruelty ?
What did Saul afterward become !
Repeat the Gouves Texr.

Practical Teachings.

Where do we learn—

1. That heaven muy open to the dying Chris-
tian ¢

9, That dying testimonics muy lose their force
with sinful men?

3. That blind zeal may lead men into eruclty
and erime?

4. That the Gospel is spread through
and distress of the Church

the peril

Hints for Home Study.

Compare Stephen’s speech with one atterward

made by St. Paul.

What is the invariable consequence of persceu- |

tion 2 Can you mention any example !
Was Stephen’s death legal, or was it due to mob
violence ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Martyr, v. 5460,
How did Stephen’s words affect the couneil?
With what was Stephen filled ¢
What did he see in heaven?
What didl he say to the council?
What five things did the council do?
Why did they stone Stephen ? (Sce Lev. 24, 16.)
Who were required to cast the first stones?
(Deut. 17. 7.)
Where wes the clothing of the witnesses laid ?
What was Stephen’s prayer for himself?
What did he pray for his enemies?
Text.)
What then occurred ?
Whose example did Stephen follow in prayer?
(Luke 23, 84.)
2. The Persecutor, v. 1-4
Wlio approved of Stephen’s death !
What happened to the church at Jerusalem ?
Where did the disciples go !
What honor was paid to the martyr Stephen ¢

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.
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| What did Suul do?
| What did the persecuted chureh do ?

| How widely were they scattered? (Sce chap.
\ 11, 19.)
Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. How we should treat our enemies ?
2. How a Christian should meet death?
3. How persecution aids the truth?

! Home Work for Young Bereans.
| The next time Suul was present at astoning, who
was stoned 7 You will find the story in a later
chapter of the Acts.
Can you tell what good result came to the Chris-
| tians from their being thus seattered abroad ?
| What man received a message from Jesus out of
| the heavens who afterward became an apostle ?
|

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

first Christian martyr? Stephen.
He was fall

I Who was the

What was Stephen’s character?
of faith and power.

Who disputed with him? Learned Jews.

Before what did they bring him? Before the
council.

Who were hired to accuse him? W icked men.

How did he answer them? Fearlessly.

What did he say they had done? Killed the
son of God.

Who became \ery
heard Stephen.

Whom did Stephen see as he looked upward?
Jesus.

Where did he say Jesus stood ¢
hand of God.

What did the Jews then dof
out of the city.

How did they put him to denth ?
him.

How did Stephen dic? Peacefully.

For whom did he pray when dying?
murderers,

Who encouraged the killing of Stephen? Saul.

What did Saul do after this? He persecuted
Christians.

What did this cause
| truth.

angry! The Jews who
At the right
Cast Stephen

They stoned

For his

! The spreading of the

Words with Little People.
5 Courage.

Open vision.

Love for enemics.
¢ Fyith is the gift of God.”

Farri GIvEs

Whisper Motto.
« [ that loses his life shall find it.”
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

Seven years have passed since that most marvelous of all years which men have seen—the year when
Jesus was crucified, rose from the dead, and ascended into the heavens; when the Holy Spirit was out
poured at Pentecost ; when the lame man was healed at the Gate Beautifulj when (probably) Ananias
and Sapphira met their awful death, and only Gumaliel's timely advice saved the apostles from being
murdered by the angered Sanhedrin,  During these seven years the Church has grown wonderfully in
numbers and influence.  We read (Aets 1. 15) of its germ—a company of one hundred und twenty ; then
(2. 41) of three thousand converts; then (4. 4) of five thousand members, ¢ Multitudes both of nen
and women” (5. 14) were afterward added; and a later record tells how the disciples were multiplicd
greatly, ** and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith” (6. 1, 7). Meanwhile important
changes were taking place in the seculur world, Culigulasuceeeded Tiberius as emperor in March, A, D,
37, Pilate had been removed from the governorship of Judea at the close of the previous year. Caia-
phus was deposed from the high-priesthood in the spring of A. D. 87. Political unrest made op-
portunity for wide-spread disorders. It was at this time, and before a successor to Pilate had been ap-
pointed, that Stephen was martyred. The Bible account of the events which led up to his death should
be carefully studied—the cconomic diffieulty in the Chureh, which led to the appointment of deacons,
or * stewards ;" the pre-eminence of Stephen as an evangelical debater; the antagonism of the Phari-
secs, aroused by Stephen’s burning words ; the alienation from the Christians of the sympathies of the
common people; the arrest and defense of Stephien. Our lesson tells us how the court degenerated into
a mob, and how Stephen was dragged outside the walls and stoned to death. The same flash of historie
light which gives us ou. last view of Stephen gives us our first glimpse of *“ a young man whose name
was Saul,” destin sd to be che greatest of apostles. During the wild persecution which tollowed Stephien’s
death Saul is & promiren® figurc; but the persecution only increases the power of the Church,

Verse 54. These things. Stephen’s entire | “hereafter” he should sit on the * right hand of
argument, but especialiy his denunciation of the | the power of God.” Stephen’s statement was re-
Sanhedrin as the betrayers and murderers of “the | garded by his hearers as appalling blasphemy.
Just One.” Cut to the heart, () Christian testimouy is often misunderstood and
literally *sawn through.” ( dishelieved.
with their teeth. In their fury these demon- | 57, Cried out. Clamored and sercamed in
strative Orientals acted like wild beasts. (1) Men | pge. Stopped their ears. The dramatic in-
who ** love darkness™ hate the light and those who | tensity of this act is characteristicully Oriental,
bear it. Ran upon him with one accord. They were

55. Full of the Holy Ghost. Ilis whole | furiously unanimous, and could not wait for a vote,

being was saturated with divine power,  The last
verse of chapter 6 may imply that Stephen’s face
shone with supernatural light, (2) Zhe humblest

Christian may be filled with the Holy Glost. |

Looked up steadfastly into heaven. Iust
roof and sky, he gazed into * the land that is very
far off.” Saw the glory of God. Ilis eyes
were divinely opened to see God's splendor, which
Moses had seen, and Isaiah, and John, and Peter,
Jesus standing, As ift just arisen from lis
throne to encourage his distressed servant.  The
right hand of God. The place of dignity and
power. (3) Fuith sees that on which seience looks
with blinded eyes. (4) It is a literal fact that Jesus
watches us in love to-day from his seat at God's
right hand.

56. The heavens, according to Jewish he-
lief, arose above the earth in ** stories —first the
atmosphere, then the region of stars, then the
residence of God. Stephen was now gazing into
“the third heaven.” Son of man. This phrase
may have been chosen beeause it was that used by
Jesus when he foretold to these very men that

“We cun judge,” said Dr, Farrar, “ how furious
must have been the rage which turned a solemmn
Sanhedrin into a mob of murderers.”  Remember
that the Sanhedrin had no legal power over life
and death, but no Roman governor was now in the
city to enforce order, as in the ease of our Lord’s
trinl.  (6) Anger is never reasonable.

58, Cast him out of the city. The Mosaic
law was torn into shreds by Stephen’s murder,

| but its fragments were religiously respeeted by
| these infuriated hypoerites, e was dragged be-

yond the eity walls to conform to the requirements
of Lev, 24. 14, The witnesses, cte. IHere was
another technicality conformed to, See Deut. 17,
7. These witnesses had testified that Stephen had
prophesied the destruction by Jesus of both the
temple and the Mosaie law. The scene of this
tragedy is not precicely known; but it was not
far from the walls of the temple. There is a gate
in Jerusalem still known by Stephen’s name,  Ac-
cording to custom the vietim was first bound and
thrown down, the witnesses who had brought
about his death cast the first stone upon him,
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then all who chose to do so took part in his

death.  Laid down their clothes, Their

outer garments, as & man might now take off his

coat before vigorous physical exercise. Saul.

lle who became the chief of the apostles. A

« young man,” he was probably at this time about

thirty-four years of age; a native of Tarsus; a

student *‘at the feet of Gamaliel;” perhaps a

member of the Sanhedrin, and very probably one

of those who had disputed with Stephen in the syn-
agogues. His willingness to watch the garments
of the two witnesses implies that he believed their
story, and regarded them as carrying out the
ancient Iebrew law.

59. God. The Revised Version reads *‘the
Lord 3" there is no word here in the original,
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit, [Ilis prayer
was answered 3 and when, according to barbarie
custom, his poor crushed body was hanged in pub-
lic disgrace until nightfall, his happy soul, without
wounds or anxieties or regrets, was in the compun-
ionship of Jesus. (7) Great lives are often sacrificed
in the interest of truth.

60. Kneeled down. Fellon his knees. A
joud voice. Which never ceased to echo in
paul’s bheart. Lay not this sin to their
charges Compare Jesus's dying prayer, Father,
forgive them.” (8) “ No such prayers are heard
outside of Christendom.'—Hackett. (9) Christ’s
genuine followers exemplify Christ's spivit. Fell
asleep. So‘‘cemetery " means * sleeping-place.”
(10) He who har lived like Christ will have his spirit
in death. (11) Those apparently vanquished are often
the veal victors.

1. Consenting.

Taking pleasure in. At
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that time. Immediately. A great persecus=
tion. * The multitude having tasted blood be-
came furious.”—Gloag. All scattered abroad.
Ilow great was this seattering and how beneficent
its results may be seen from Acts 11.19,20. The
regions of Judea and samaria. Away from
the mobs of Jerusalem. Except the apostles.
They had not yet fully adopted Stephen’s advanced
views concerning the Mosaic law, but were still
serupulous adherents to its ritualj besides, some
portion of the veneration with which the people
had formerly regarded them (Acts 5. 13) still re-
mained. Both causes would make it less hazard-
ous for them than for some others to remain.

2, Devout men, Not Christians, but orthodox
Jews. This is a notable indieation of the general
leavening of thought at this time. Great lame
entation. A public demonst ration of sorrow and
esteem § intended as a protest of the more moder-
ate Tebrews against Stephen’s tumultuons murder.

3. Made havoe, Under ceelesinstical author-
ity. Into every house. Rather, ¢ from house
to house.” Haling. An old word akin to * haul-
ing.” Committed them to prison. Somany
were arrrested that some had to lie in prison to
wait their turn for trial.  Some were scourged,
some were threatened with death, some disowned
Christ. Read Acts 22. 4. 193 26, 0-11.

4. Therefore. The persecution ministered to
the success of the truth, Preaching. Not only
in sct sermons, but by every sort of utterance.
The word. The Gospel of Christ. (12) Suffer-
ing becomes easy by the power of Jesus's love.  (13)

God often brings good out of evil. (14) & The blood
of the martyrs 18 the seed of the Ch urch.”

ORITICAL NOTES.

Verse 55. Looked up steadfastly. The
word thus translated is one of Luke's favorite
expressions. 1le employs it no less than a dozen
times, while it is found in no other writer of the
New Testament, except Paul, who uses it twice
of the children of Isracl (2 Cor. 3. 7,13) in de-
seribing their inability to “)ook steadfustly”
upon the face of Moses. It indicates here the
fixed, absorbed, absent-minded gaze of the first
martyr, who, filled with the Ioly Spirit, seems
already transported to heaven and indifferent to
his enemies as, full of the evil spirit, they gnashed
on him with their teeth like ravening wolves.
The glory of God. The glory of God, the
Shechinah, was the visible munifestation of the
divine majesty in the form of a glorious light,
which seems to have been generally enveloped in
acloud. Paul epeaks of *the glory " a8 one of
the peculiar privileges of the Jews (Rom. 9. 4). Tt

appeared to the children of Isracl on Mount Sinai

(Exod. 24. 18, 17) 5 it filled the tabernacle at its

completion (Exod. 40. 34, 85), and the temple of

Solomon when it was dedicated (1 Kings 8. 10,

11). Later references indicate that the glory con-
tinued to manifest itself between the cherubim
overshadowing the merey seat until the temple
was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. One of the
chief reasons why the second temple scomod * a8
nothing” in comparison with the first was the
lack of this visible sign of Jehoval's presence, At
the advent of Christ the glory shone forth again
(Luke 2. 9). The cyes of fuith recognized in the
Word made flesh ¢ glory as of the only begotten
from the Father.” The unbelieving Jews did not
understand that in Jesus of Nazarcth Jehovah had
fulfilled his promise and filled * this house with
glory " (Hag. 2. 7).

56. The Son of man standing. Jesus
ccems to have preferved the name “Son of man "
to all other Messianic titles, perhaps  because,
while declaring his Messiahship (Dan. 7, 13) and
cmphasizing his relationship to mankind, it was
Jeast likely to encourage false hopes of an carthly
kingdom. But only here in the New Testament is
this title applied to Christ Dy any other lips than
his own. The title is almost unknown in the
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writings of the Church fathers. Eusebius, how-
ever, quotes an account of the martyrdom of
James, the Lord’s brother (H. E. 2. 23), in
which James, being publicly appealed to by the
«eribes and Pharisces to give his testimony con-
cerning Jesus, replics, ¢ Why do ye ask me con-
cerning Jesus, the Son’ of mant 1le himself sit-
teth at the right hand of the great Power, and is
about to come in the clouds of heaven.” The rea-
son for the exceptional use of this title in both
cases is probably to be sought in its occurrences in
the prophecy of Jesus recorded in Matt. 26, 64.
Even more noticeable is the unique statement of
Stephen that he sees * the Son of man standing on
the right hand of God.” The usual explanation is
satisfuctory, namely, that Jesus stands to welcome
his faithful martyr.

58, They cast him out of the city and
stoned him. The cxceution of Stephen was il-
legal, since even if the trial had been formally
carried out and a sentence of condemmnation pro-
nounced, the Sanhedrin had at this time no power |
to inflict the death penalty (John 18, 81). It was
murder by a mob, yet manifestly the Iynchers had
the approval, if not the active assistunce, of the
highest Jewish authorities.  Yet with all this
illegality the mob seemed to think they were do-
ing God service, and observed the details of the
law against blasphemers, Stephen was led with-
out the city (Lev. 24, 14-16), and the witnesses
cast the first stones (Deut. 17. 7). A young
man named Saul. In this tragic picture, with
its dark background of funatical hate and wiolence,
and illumined by the brightness of Stephen’s he-
roie faith, we get our first glimpse of Saul. lle
Jdoubtless belonged to the synagogue * of them of
Cilicia” (6. 9), and had been among the foremost
in disputing with Stephen. Hence he was promi-
nent at his murder, and, as he consented to it, he
was among those for whom Stephen prayed.
Augustine attributes the conversion of Saul to the
martyr's prayer: * If Stephen had not prayed, the |
Church would not have had Paul.””  Certainly his |
participation in this awful deed left a deep im-
pression upon Paul's mind (22. 20), and we cannot |
doubt that the vision of Stephen in some measure |
prepared Saul’s soul for his own.

60. He fell asleep. As Stephen was being
dragged to the place of execution thoughts of his
Master's death must have filled his mind. 1lis
prayersare well-nigh a repetition of his Lord’s, that
his spirit might be received and his murderers
forgiven. He prays to Christ as God and receives
the answer of a supernatural peace in his agoniz-
ing death, Farrar calls attention to the fact that
this is * the third recorded dcath in the Christian
community—the first had been a suicide, the
second a judgment, the third a martyrdom.” The
sublime peace with which Stephen * fell asleep”
was typical of that of uncounted saints and mar-

| tyrs who were afterward to die well. A sign of

the same faith in a glorious resurrection is found
in the name which Christian burial places gener
ully bear, They are ** cemeteries,” thut is, * plices
for sleeping.”

Chap. 8, verse 1. Except the apostles, It
was but natural that the murder of Stephen should
be followed by the further persecution of believ-
ers.  The Pharisces had now joined the Saddu
cees in opposing the new seet, and Saul beeame
conspieuous in this attack, dre gaing both men and
wonien to prison, This general dispersion of the

| Christians into Judea and Samaria served but to

spread the Gospel more widely. Few suve the
apostles remained in the excited eity. Their ex-
ceptional conduct may be attributed to unusual

| cournge. It is probable also that the deliverances

they had already experienced, the personal friend-
ship of a few such men as Joseph of Arimathea,
and the reaction from the outbreak against Stephen
would conspire to afford these leaders peeuliar
protection.

3. Laid waste, Thisis a strong word, found
only here in the New Testament. In the Greek
translation of Psa, 80, 13, it is used of a wild boar
who ravages a vineyard Sce Paul’s confessions in
Gal. 1. 18, and 1 Cor. 15, 9.

The Lesson Council,
Question 4. Jlow fur was Saul of Tarsus
guilty of Stephen’s death ? Was he wholly sincerein
his persecution of the ch urches ¥ Is sincerity a justi-

Jication of persecution ?

Saul was a man of great influence, perhaps a
member of the Sanhedrin. e was guilty in that
he used his influence in favor of Stephen’s death.
Although in error, he was sincere, having, as he
said, “lived in all good conscience before God.”
Ie believed Christianity false, and thought it his

| duty to crush it Sineerity isnot enough. An ac-

tion is not essentially right beeanse the author be-
lieves it to be. Conscience is rather a prompter
than o guide, It tells one lie ought to do right,
but it docs not primarily inform him what is right.
It is infullible only on onc point: a good con-
seience never approves what it knows to be wrong
or disapproves what it knows to be right.—Rev.
George W. Brown, D.D.

1. Luke charges Paul with complicity therein,
(Acts 8. 1), and Paul acknowledges it (Acts 22, 20),
but never charges himself with sole responsibility
for Stephen’s death. e uses ovvevdokiw, the par-
ticipial form of the verb owvevdoké, to approve with
another, to consent with,  Since there was copart~
nership in the erime, there was also co-equality in
guilt, 2. He was sincere. Sce Acts 206, 9. 8. He
never attempted to justify himself by that plea.
See 1 Cor. 15, 93 1 Tim. 1. 13. Sincerity can
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pever atone for wrong. God alone can  justify,
and that not through our sincerity, but through
Jesus,— lev. Clinton D, Day.

Just how much he had to do with Stephen’s
Jeath we cannot tell. - Something at least. In his
enl as a good Pharisee, and under the teachings of
Jewish exclusiveness, he heartily concurred in the
murderous ]wr:«n-lltinn. There is no reason to
think he was not wholly sincere, But persecution
cannot be justified by one’s convietions, for con-
victions may be wrong, and by them another's
personal rights be denied. The right to each one's
individual belief has taken vast onward strides
since apostolie times. We know our duty better
now than he did even in those times of great
gpecial enlightenment.— M. 1% B. Kunox, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

The Martyr and the Persecutor.
1. Tug Seirir oF THE MARTYR.

1. Courage. ** Heard these things.” v. b4
“Made thy face strong.” Ezck. 8. 8, 0.
 Fear not them which kill.”” Matt. 10. 25.

. Insight. * Saw the glory.” v. 55.
se heaven open.” John 1. 51
“Things which are not seen.” 2 Cor. 4. 18,

3. Faithe * Lord Jesus, receive.”
« A man full of faith.” Aets 6. 5.
¢ Acccss by fuith.” Rom, 5. 2.

4, Forgiveness. * Laynot thissin.”’ v. 60,
+ Father, forgive them.” Luke 23. 34,

“ Pray for....persecute you.” Matt. 5. 44.
11 Tue Seiir oF THE PERSECUTORS.

1. Hatred. * Guashed on him.” v. 54
“ Cut to the heart.” Acts. 5. 33.

“ Gaped upon me.” Psa. 22, 13,

9. Murder. ‘ Stoned kim.” v. 58,
“8tone. ...put to death.” Luke 21. 16.

“ 8wift to shed blood.” Rom. 8. 15.

3. Errors * Saul was consenting.” v. 1.
4 Before a blasphemer.” 1 Tim. 1. 13.
“ Concerning zeal.” Phil. 3. 6.

4, Cruelty. * Haling men and women.” ¥. 3.
“In every synagoguc.” Acts 20. 11,

1 persceuted the church.” Gal. 1. 13,

Thoughts for Young People.
Success in Failare.

Vo It is the * forlorn hopes that win the greatest
victories. Even the student of secular history
perceives this fact, The man who never knows
when he is defeated is sure of victory at last.

2. God turns obstacles into a stairway. *‘Mur-
murings” in the Church led to the discovery of
Stephen; opposition to his teaching led to the
conversion of many ; his arrest led to his great
defense his death brought Saul to the front and,
by strange providences, disseminated the Gospel
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| every-where, * Stephen failed in his defunse, but
| Saul was converted.”

3. .1 man often Jails in this world simply be-
cause he sees the things which are invisible, and a
recognition of which leads to Lis permanaat suo-

COsS,

Lesson Word-Pictures.

What an impressive moment that was in the
council! Stephen has been talking very plainly to
his judges. 1le has denounced them as the mur-
derers of Jesus, the just One,  What an excite-
ment has followed the charge! IHow eagerly they
hend over, their greedy eyes staring, their teeth
| gnashing, their bloody hands thrust out toward him
and working like talons that would clutch and
hold and tear him limb from limb !

But what a solemn appeal he now makes to a
higher Power! That face shining as an angel’s is
turned away from his revengeful judges, and it is
lifted toward heaven, Tow clear and far-reaching
is the space above him! Iow swept of all hin-
derances to liis vision! e sees into very heaven
itself! e beholds the glory of God, and Jesus
himself is standing at the right hand of God. O ra-
diant, supernal vision ! Ilis utterance is kindled
| intorhapsody. In awed and solemn and tremulous
? tones he declares that he sees Jesus at God's right
hand.

What! Does the eouncil hear aright?! O the
blasphemy, the blasphemy, they think! Jesus
made equal with God !

They refuse to listen. They stop up their holy
ears, and then they make a murderous spring for
him. They e¢lutch him and shake him, howling
and raving like madmen, They pull him this way,
then that. They rush him out of doors. They run
him along the street. It is a great tornado of pious
wrath that roars through the streets of Jerusalem,
Before this whirlwind that unclean thing, Stephen,
is swept along like ehaff before the autumn gale.
They fling him out of the gates of the sacred city.
They reach an open field, This will do for their
celestial purpose. At the fect of the young zealot,
Saul of Tarsus, they throw down their robes and
begin their work of devotion, And Stephen, he
has known all this time what was coming. e is
not afraid. Tlis face, pale yet resolute, bears the
impress of one who has been holding converse with.
angels.  On the earth, he is above it.  His body is
with men ; his soul is with God. 'What can those
pitiless executioners do? Amid the shower of
fulling stones, he eries, * Lord Jesus, reccive my
gpirit!”  TIle bows lower beneath the angry,
bloody, fiendish storm, kneels, once more tries to
lift to heaven his pale countenance like & white
flower struggling amid the wind to face the sun,
With a cry for the forgiveness of his encmies, his
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head droops lower still. The w hite flower bends |
to the ground on a broken stalk and dies. All |
over! The martyr isbeyond the reach of hismur- |
derers,

And Saul, at whose feet the exeeutioners luid
their clothes, aceepts this awful consecration to his |
bloody work. lle goes out to seize and imprizon |
wherever he can find disciples. The whirlwind
that swept Stephen out of the holy city with fury
descends upon the disciples and seatters them.
But O, tongues of fire went with the dispersed dis-
ciples and kindled every-where a new and flaming
devotion !

By Way of Illustration. |
 Being full of the Holy Ghost.”  Of muny
beautiful and holy persons could it be said, in the |
words in which Dante deseribed Beatrice, that
« God seemed in their countenances to rejoice.”
Yea, have we not seen those who have caught from
Christ a strange, surpassing radianey, and yet,
like Moses and Stephen, wist not that their fuces
ghone? So martyrs and those whose passion it
was to do good have come to have countenances
that looked like poreclain with a divine light
within.—Rer. M. M. G. Dana. |

| Chri

Philosophy teaches us that all the colors of the
rainbow combine to make pure white. The Bible |
teaches us that all the Christian graces combine to [
make that ¢ holiness without which no man shall ‘
see the Lord,” Objects that are white perfeetly 1
reflect all the colors of the rainbow ¢ so does aholy .
heart reflect all the graces which combine to make
a perfeet Christian character. \

Verses 55, 56, The ncarness to heaven is sug-
gested by the word © veil.”  Christians, there is
only a veil between us and heaven! A veil is the
thinnest and frailest of all conceivable partitions
The touch of a child mny stir it. It is our embod-
ied cxistence, a frail mortality.—Stanford.

A few years ago a remarkable mirage was wit-
nessed at Dover, Eng  The dome of the eathedral
at Boulogne, France, thirty miles away, was dis-
tinctly visible, and by means of a tclescope the
light-house, shipping, and houses could be seen.
Even a locomotive and train were seen leaving the
ity Tf notural law could produce such a vision,
cannot God give to his own visions of heaven !

When 8ir William Herschel examined the nearest
fixed star, Sirius, with his great telescope, the whole
heavens about it were lighted up.  And when the
star fairly entered the field of ision the bright- |
ing the astronomer Wwas |
foroed to protect his eye by a colored glass. It
was caleulated that this star equaled fourteen suns ‘

ness was 80 overpos

[Aug. 28,

that unereated Presence before which angels veil
their faces ? ** Now we see through a glass darkly,
but then face to face.”'—Foster.

¢ Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” When g
blind man comes against you in the street you are
not angry with him.  You say, ¢ e is blind, poor
man, or he would not have hurt me."”
you say of those who wrongfully use you.—
N/””.'”' on.

8o may

¢ Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do,? was Jesus's dying prayer for his mur-
derers,

Verse 1. Outside of the Damaxcus Gate T saw the
spot where Stephen was stoned into a eruel death;
but thut martyr blood was not only the *sced of the
Chureh,” but the first gern of conviction inthe

| heart of Saul of Tarsus,— Cuyler.

Verse 4. That which to a Chri
sad repulse or defeat may be God's plan for a
victory. Paul was to see Rowme, but when he en-
tered that city a prisoner it looked as if the prom
ise was a mockery, yet he soon found that coming

ian may seem a

to Rome was productive of grand results, and even
in Cwsar's household some became ¢ saints."”

| Bunyan was imprisoned and thus was prevented

from preaching, but the best work he ever did for
t was while he was in Bedford Jail.  His
preaching would have reached but a few. Iix
Pilgrim's Progress las taught the world.  When
Judson was rebuffed in British India it seemed us

| if the door of usefulness might be elosed, but

foreed, as it were, to go to Burmah, he lighted a
golden lamp which has guided thousands to eternal
life.— Christian Inquirer.

Captain Allen Gardiner and his companions
died of starvation on the ¢ ast of Terra del Fuego
after repeated efforts to evangelize that desolate
country. This led to a controversy about the
utility of missions and a fresh interest in Pata-
gonia, which did more for the cause than the de-
voted pioneer could have accomplished.—Dickson.

Livingstone’s death did more for Africa than he
could have done had he completed his task., From
the worn-out figure knecling at the bedside in the
hut in Tala an cleetric thrill went which touched
the world, and is felt to-day.—Dickson,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Briefly us possible, but carefully, draw out the
facts which led to Stephen’s pre-eminence and

| death. Points that may be considered (if there

be time) are: (1) Palestinian Jews and IHellen-
ists 3 (2) Possible causes of the dissatisfaction con-
corning the distribution of funds; the appoint-
ment of deacons ; (3) Why Pharisaie hatred cen-

like ours; and later discoveries proved this caleu- | tered on Stephen, and spared the apostles (4) The
lation was too small. If God has given such splen- | charge brought against him 3 (5) His defense....
dor to a created object, what must be the glory of | The leading characters of the lesson: 1. Stephen.
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(1) * Full of the Holy Ghost ;" (2) Lifted above his
carthly puins ) Personally cared for by the
Lord; (4) Full of forgivencss and charity §

PPegectul while in the he

ds of a murderous mob§
(#) Leaving a precious memory 5 (7) Suceessful in
his fuilure.  IL Sawl. (1) A leader fr
<oty (2) Sincere; (3) Thoron (4) Fuiling even
in his success....Spirit of tl Chureli: (1) A
spirit of equal love to all, Hellenists and Hebrews:
(2) Boldness in denouneing error (3) In harmony
irit of God 3 (4) Gifted with divine in-

n the out-

2) Analysis of Ste-
+ alicnation of popu-

alifieations of d
phen’s address 3 (3) Causes f
lar sympathy from the Church.

References.

Fre N. Vers, 55, 56: Testimony given stand-
ing, 6613 the post of honor, 656, Ver, 58: The
outer garment, 205 3 pluce of capital punishment,
w27 60 : Poet-

P'rose,

... Fosrer's Cycrorepia, Vers.
fcal, 4017-4019, 1473 ; Prosc,0554. V

1718. Ver. 58: Prose, Prose,
6103, 1348, 1356, 136 Poct-
fcal, 87413 Prose, 7777 3 Poetical Ver,

Ver. 4: Prose

2: Prose, 7803,

Blackboard.

STEPHEN
) FIRST T0 jye.

A MARTYR'S crOWN
HE WITNESSED FOR @RIS
HE DIED FOR
HE HAD THE SPIRIT OF MY

HE IS FOREVER WITH |orRD

Direorions.—First draw faintly a struight line
about the center of the board, twelve inches long,
like this : Then draw a curved line over
it like this: ~~—. Draw the same curve under-
neath, Do this with yellow chalk. Rub out the
faint line, and turn up the ends of the upper curved
line, and you will have a fuir representation of a
crown. Write the words on the board either be-
fore or during the review.

For Covors.—-1f you can draw well, take green
crayon for the name of Stephen white for the
sentence underneath his name, *The first to
wear ;" and red for ¢ A martyr's crown,” Rays
of bright yellow and violet,
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i Primary and Intermediate.
Lessox Tuovewr, * He that loses his life shall

R

INTRODUCTORY .

‘_/[ml,
Tell that we have a lesson to-
day about a man who lost his life for Christ’s sake.
| Reeall the trinl. Who was the chict of the dea-
Jefore whom was he brought for triall
What kind of works had he been doing?  Who
was killed before Stephen for doing g d works?
Tell that Stephe wke bold, true words to his
He told them that they had murdered the
Son of God, which made them very angry. Sce
If not, tell
that they were the ones who condemned  Jesus,
Now they perseeuted Stephien beeause he believed
in Jesus, Siow that it was love of self which
Jesus,

cons ¢

judges,

if children know who these men were,

made them he
THE HAPPY MARTYR,

Tell what it is to be a mar-
tyr, explaining a little about
the martyrdoms in the early
| Chureh. Recall Stephen's
shining fuee, and ask what
madeitshine, Show that the
ghine comes through the
BRASSRSEGNE clobe of a lump hecause a
light is burning inside, and read from Acts 6, 5,
¢ Stephen, a man full of faith,” ete. The Holy
Ghost wants to shine in every heart, and will if we
let him. Tell where Steplien looked when men
were raging against him, and what he saw there.
Tell upon whom he called when they were stoning
him, and his last prayer—for others, not himself.
Ask what this show s, and teach thatself-love thinks
first of self, and that the only happy people are
those whose learts are large enough to love and
bless even those who do thew harm. Make vivid
word-picture of the scene—Stephen ealm, angelie,
happy ; the judges with rage and hate in their
fine Where were the rage and hate besides in
their faces?  Fix the beautiful words about
Stephen's death, *he fell asleep,” in the minds
of the children,  He fell asleep to wake with Jesus.

o

@imn

SRVIT Y

THE UNHAPPY JUDGES,

Talk about the Sanhedrin, and who composed it.
They had plenty of money and power, but they had
not love. Stephen had no money or worldly power,
but he had love, Make a pair of scales on the
board, and let children tell which will weigh the
heavier, love or power, Talk about happiness and
unhappingss, and by questions und examples lead
to the thought that only love and truth can be
happy. Put lesson thought on board, and let ehile

| dren tell who lost his life, and what he gained.
The judges of Stephen sav 1 the life of their
bodies, but what did they los Show that we try
to save life when we seck our own pleasure and
| way, and that we give up life—the self-life—when
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we deny self and seck the trath and love.  Ask | truth to young minds has not yet been sufficiently

children if they want self or Christ to be most
to them,

Close with the Golden Text and a little talk
about the heavenly beauty of forgiveness.

OPTIONAL WYMNS,
No. 1

"Tis the promise of God.

How firm a foundation.

In this thy time of trouble.

0 holy Saviour, Friend unseen.
My Jesus, as thou wilt.

No. 2.
Forth in thy name.
Father, to thee my soul 1 lift.
Teach me, O Lord.
The Lord is my strength,
Jesus all my grief is sharing.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]

|
1. What did Stephen see as he looked up to

heaven ! Jesus on the right hand of God.
2, What did the council do when they heard his
words ¢ They stoned him,
3. For what was the last prayer of Stephen?
For forgiveness to his en
4. Who took purt in the murder of Stephen ?
A young man named Saul.

5. W hat did Suaul do afterward? He perses
cuted the Church.

6. What is the Gorpex Text? ¢ He kneeled
«down,?? ete,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
34. Where do the Scriptures speak of the Holy
Spirit in creation and providence?

2; Psalm 104, 30; Job 33. 4.

Genesis |

How to Secure Efficiency.

To secure efficiency in the use of the Bible in
our classes we shall hs
wents in five separate divections : (1) Competency
of Bible knowledge, and especially knowledge of
the Bible as in Reve
keen, quickened, cultured insight of those spiritual

¢ to aim at higher attain-

vevelations which, directly and indiveetly, concern
the children. (2) Sympathy of persoual interest
in the Bible revelation, which adds the personal
force to all teaching work. (3) Relativity of our
setting of Bible truths to the minds and thought-
associations of the children. Tt is the law of all
gkillful teaching that the teacher must come down
to the level of the taught in order to raise them
up to his level. Precise adaptation of religions

ition,  What we want is |

sought. We still attempt to teach men's theolo
gies to childven, (1) It is more commonplace to
speak of eultured teaching methods. Day-school
methods are not altogether suited for Sunday
school work, and perhaps the absolute best method
of Bible teaching yet awaits the discoverer,  And
(5) Skill in working for a definite end.  Lack of

this makes so much of our work desultory. No

’ teacher should undertake a lesson without know

| ing precisely what he means to teach or impress,
“ These he will work round and toward a definite
§ end, and the class will earry away a positive in
| fluence.

If the ideal teacher be described, it may be
said that he is one of the old prophets of the
| later Hebrew monarchy, working in precise adap-

tation to these latter days, [Ile is this—a moral
and spiritual force on the young people of his
generation ; and his supreme power in urging the
aceeptance of truth and the doing of duty lies
in the skill and wisdom with which he can point
to the inspired word and say, “ Thus saith the
Lovd."—Rev. Robert Tuck, B.A., in Sunday-
School Chronicle.

s —
Canon Wilberforce on Education.

At the anniversary of the London Sunday-
| Sehiool Union in May, Canon Wilberforce said that
| if he were asked for a definition of education he

| would say, * Education is formation of character,

| and ¢h
| decisions made every day, and moral decizions are
| made by the will, and the will is executive of the
| conscience, and that is God within your soul, and
that lias to be open to the love of the Lord, and
the channels of the Holy Spirit made clear for it.”
| That was the right work of edueation. The work
of the Sunday-
ueation, and he thanked God it was being done
magnificently by men and women, who, after a
hard week's work, and when they might fairly be

acter cannot be formed except by moral

chool was supplementing State ed-

supposed to take a rest, were laboring with' great

devotion in Sunday

schools, e would impress

upon teachers the importance of realizing the dig-
I nity of their office ; he would asgk them to believe
|'in their “ apostolic succession,” not conferred by
the * laying on of hands,” but after the order of
‘ Melchizedek, by the secret, invisible congecration
‘ of the Holy Ghost, for if there was one calling in
[ this world that would not bear poor, flippant,
‘ frivolous, careless work it was that of the Sunday-

school teacher.

-y
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

 Horstorts

ACID PHOSPHATE.
Recommended and prescribed by physicians
of all schools, for
Dyspepsia, Nervousness, Exhaustion,
and all diseases arising from imperfect digestion
and derangements of the nervous system.
It aids digestion, and is a brain and nerve food.

Descriptive pamphlet free. Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. L.

Beware of Substitutes and Imitations.

"‘A VALUABLE AID FOR SUNDAY-
SCHOOLS.

THE EXGELSIOR MAP

‘ COMBINING

| PALESTINE to illustrate the New Testa-
[ ment, and CANAAN to illustrate the
| Old Testament.

Founded | By G. W. BACON, F.R.G.S.
Dr.EbenTo\lx,z;ée.oF MUSI .C"‘Saﬁtﬁ,‘.‘.""' ‘ 4 !
M:L\::‘f;' :3'11312.'_!‘:3:. FlAIO fh':l" l,.lt_on‘l{ure, | These two Maps are mounted on linen, on one
LR peA DA et Calosts, T | tollen,  The sine of the teah Is 46 5 05 tieheh.
FRANK W, HALE, Gen'l Manager, Boston, Mass, | 1 he coloring is delicate, and clearly shows the
ranagen B0 T | different countries. The lettering is plain, and
“ places are distinctly marked.

H.A. V E This is a new map, and will be of important
—————— | assistance in the study of the lessons the year
p, ‘ round ; valuable in the minister's study as well
ﬂ - \ as the school or class-room,
| Price $4,50, express paid.
READ,|
JOHN REMINGTON, MARTYR? WILLIAM BRIGGS,
If not, send and get it at once. METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,
- — TORONTO.
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO, Montreal : C. W. CoATRS. Halifax : 8. F. Hussms,

1n ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the
publisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement én THE SUNDAY BOHOOL BANNES
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HELPFUL BOOKS

« - FOR - -

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS

The hope of the Church is in the Sunday School. How important,
then, that the teacher, engaged in work of such moment,
should carefully, studiously fit himself for the highest
possible efficiency. Sunday School Workers
will find in the subjoined list a mine
of helpful hints.

—————————

Lectures on Teaching. By Jo @ FH0B. . oososnasssossossnnsonsssrssnsssonness §1 25
Teaching and Teachers. By H. Clay Trambull, D.D...ooveininiiieaeenes 125
A Model Superintendent. By H. Clay Trambull, D.D.ovuiiniinenenieinees 125
Hints on Child Training. By H.Clay Trambull, D.D. .. covvvernereossssnnes 125
Yale Lectures on the sunday School. By H. Clay Trumbull, D.D,....vves 2 00
The Modern Sunday School, By J. H. Vincent, D.D...oooiuiennriirnnneens 100
Child and Child Nature. By Baroness Marenholtz-BUlow. ... ..ocorersneeeeeses 100
Plain Uses of the Blackboard. By Wilbur F. Crafts........ccooveeeeeeee 120
The Blackboard in the Sunday School. By Frank Beard .........oooeeees 17
The Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. By W. E. Gladstone......... 0 50
The Teacher Before His Class. By James L. Hughes........ocoovvmeeeenees 012

Outline Normal Lessons. For Normal Classes, etc. By J. L. Hurlbut, D.D. Paper 0 40

Legion of Honor Normal Bible and Training Lessons. Loyal Sunday
School Army Series—First Book. Prepared by Prof. H. M. Hamill. Per copy, 15

cents ; per dozen, $1.50; per RODAPOE . o4 siovuionsonnsnssnssonaensaaesissived o 11 50
The Firm Foundation of the Christian Faith, A Handbook of Christian
Evidences for Sunday School Teachers and others. By Prof. J. A. Beet, D.D...... 035

POST-PAID AT PRICES ATTACHED.

These Books should be in every Sunday School Library.
ARE THEY IN YOURS?

WILLIAH BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO.

MoNTREAL: O. W, COATES. Hauwax: S, F. HUESTIS.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

- = A BEAUTIFUL BOOK - -

THE EARTHLY FOOTPRINTS

'

e OdR RISEN LORD

& ILLUMINED ®

Y,

A Continuous Narrative of the Four Gospels According to the Revised Version.

With an Introduction by REV. JOHN HALL, D.D.

Here is a book of 450 pages, containing 113 full-page illustrations (photo-gravure process),
depicting the various scenes and incidents of the life of our Lord on earth. The print is large
and clear, the illustrations superb, the binding elegant—the whole book, not only a masterpiece
of the book-maker’s art, but a volume of precious interest and worth. One can scarcely estimate
the influence for good of a book like this upon the minds and hearts of children, impressing
indelibly on their memory the incidents of immortal interest attending the footsteps of our
Saviour.

The Illustrations consist of original drawings by C. P. Davis, E. J. Whitney and Auguste
Wills, and copies of pictures by Bida, Heck, Hofman, Hunt, Munkacsy, Muller, Plockhurst,
Raphael, Paul Veronese, De Vinci and other masters in sacred art.

Cloth, Illuminated, $1.75, Post-paid.

A TIMELY BOOK.

THE CLASS-MEETING

ITS VALUE TO THE CHURCH;

And Suggestions for Increasing Its Efficiency and Attractiveness.

By REV. W. H. THOMPSON, REV. SIMPSON JOHNSON, REV. EDWARD SMITH.
With Supplement Containing Further Suggestions, Topics, Bible Readings, etc.
Cloth, 128 pages, 35 cents.
The three Essays comprised in this volume were awarded First, Second and Third Prizes,
pectively, in a competition which brought in all 203 essays from all parts of the globe. At
the present moment, when the class-meeting is being elevated to the position of a burning

ues-
tion, these essays may be perused with profit by ministers and laymen—and especially ;Lu
leaders.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO,

MoNTREAL: 0. W. COATES. Haurax: 8. F. HUESTIS.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

S. S. LIBRARIES.

The Methodist Book Rooms at Toronto, Montreal and Halifax still
remain the great Emporiums for the supply of Sabbath-school literature
and requisites.

Never had we a more complete stock; nevera better selection; never
better value at the different prices; never a more satisfactory trade.

In spite of the constant drain, our shelves are yet replete with the
very cream of the bright literature provided for the modern Sabbath-
school.

Here are a few extracts from recent correspondence, all unsolicited :

“We are delighted with the books.”

«Qur books arrived yesterday. We are very much pleased with them.”

“The committee last evening were so very much pleased with the selection of
books which you made for our school, that they have, by making an effort, decided to
keep the whole number. . . i

«This is the first year our school has bought the prize books from the Methodist
Book and Publishinff ouse, but we never before had such a choice selection of books,
or one that gave such satisfaction to the entire S. 8. staff.”

«Qur 8. 8. Committee of Management bave looked over the indeed good selec-
tion of books sent by you on approbation. We were loath to return any back to you,
but have exceeded the amount voted towards purchasing books for our library by about
$10. We must express much ‘satisfaction at the way you attended to our order. "

Thess are fair samples of a Host oF COMMENDATORY LETTERS we have received. A note

of dissatisfaction is alrost unheard of.
Schools anxious to have the best books, the best value, and best terms available, should

write us for catalogues and particulars.

K g S, S DO T TR a5l St T Y e, Sy . D

THE FIRM FOUNBATION ©F THE

CHRISTIAN + FAITH

A Handbook of Christian Evidences for Sunday-school Teachers and others
BY PROF. JOSEPH AGAR BEET, D.D.

« This little work is designed for senior classes in Sunday-schools. Its aim is to give in out-
line, yet with scientific accuracy, to those who are passing from childhood into the conflict of
adult life, a clear and comprehensive view of the evidence on which rest the truths they have
been taught. Some intelligent view of Christian evidences is the only reliable safeguard a,
prevalent unbelief. The teachers of our Bible classes will find here material for a prof table
series of lessons on this all-important subject.”—K'rom the Author's Preface.

CLOTH, 35 CENTS, POST-PAID,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO.

MonTrEAL: C. W, COATES.

Hauwrax: S. F. HUESTIS
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Now Ready . . . A New “PANSY” Book.

John Remington, Martyr

By MRS. 6. R. ALDEN (“Pansy”) and MRS.
C. M. LIVINGSTON.

Extra Cloth, Crown 8vo, Beveled Boards, with Frontispiece,

70 CENTS.

* Pansy” has won her way to the heart of the great public of book-readers.
A new work from her pen is sure of a cordial greeting, and from none more
cordial than from her Canadian friends. Mrs. Livingston’s name, as a
collaborateur with ¢ Pansy,” is also well and favorably known.

1l Splendid Temperance Tale

is “Joun RemiNaToN, MARTYR.” We can recommend it with enthusiasm.
We want to place it in the hands of every preacher, teacher, and every person
capable of reading, enjoying and profiting by it. Every Sunday-school Library
must have it ; every private library should have.

JOHN REMINGTON, MARTYR,

is the latest number in our popular Canadian Copyright Edition of the
Pansy books, at 70 cents, which Series now comprises the following books :—
1. Eighty-Seven. A Chautauqua Story. | 4. Miss Dee Duanmore Bryant.
2, Judge Burnham’s Daughters, 5. Aunt Hannah, and Martha, and John.
3. A Modern Exodus. 6. Her Associate Members.

7. John Remington, Martyr,

No. 7 promises as great popularity as any of them. It merits a greater,
and we hope will gain it.

Usual discounts to Ministers, Schools, and the Trade.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO.

MoNTREAL: C. W. COATES. Haurax: S, F. HUESTIS.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

AN OFFER STILL OPEN

T0 = =

SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS N0 WORKERS

BIBLE STUDIES

FROM THE

Old and I)ew Testaments

COVERING THE

——

International Sunday-school Lessons for 1892.

By REV. GEORGE F. PENTECOST, D.D.

Pentecost’s Bible Studies is one of the best of the Commentaries on the Inter-
national Lessons. The author is one of the foremost Bible students of the day, and
anything he speaks or writes commands attention.  To this year’s volume additional
interest attaches from the fact that it was written under Asiatic skies.

“This volume of Bible Studies has been written in India, in the midst of inces-
sant evangelistic labors. Partly in Calcutta, partly in the ‘heart of the Himalayas/
partly on the burning plains of the North-west provinces, in the holy city of Benares,
where Hinduism is entrenched in the midst of a people and a priesthood who have
lived, taught and practised the rights and ceremonies of this “ world-old religion” for
more than three thousand years ; partly in Agra, the famous city of Akbar the Great
and Shah Jahan ; partly in Delhi, the romantic and picturesque capital of the Great
Moguls.  Its last chapters were finished amid the beautiful Himalayan hills, in the
bosom of which nestles the fair summer capital of India, under the rule of Great
Britain.”

THE SPECIAL OFFER.

Bible Studies sells ordinarily at $1.00 in cloth and 6O cents in {)ﬂser
covers, but as the year is somewhat advanced, and we are anxious to dis-
Pose of the copies we have yet in stock, we will mail, post-free, at the
ollowing priees:

CLOTH, 50 CENTS ; PAPER, 30 CENTS.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO.

MonTREAL: C. W, COATES. Haurax: 8. F. HUESTIS,

writ
Stc

tior



nter-
, and
ional

nces-
ayas,
hares,
have
n’ for
Great
Great
in the
Great

raper
0 sfs-
it the

LSTIS.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

i Crowning Work of Lierary and [lustrative Art.

THE LIFE ©F ST. PAUL.

By CANON FARRAR, D.D,, F.R.S.

Archd of Westminster.

Illustrated with a number of Correct Maps, and a Vast Gallery of Superb
Wood Engravings by the most Eminent Artists.

’

THE author is generally considered to be one of the most Fascinating Writers

of the present day, and this, his crowning work, the best Life of St. Paul ever
written.  He is pre-eminently above all the one most able to tell the Thrilling
Story of St. Paul. He spent years of Study and Travel in the prepara-
tion of this magnificent volume.
A Vast Gallery of the Finest Illustrations

e W e st L

Ever made of Bible subjects. Each one a masterpiece of the engraver’s skill.  In
this book each incident becomes a picturesque story of the most absorbing interest.
Highly recommended by the press, by ministers of all denominations, by college
presidents, by professors, by Sunday-school superintendents, by teachers and men of
influence ; indeed, all who have examined it carefully, declare it to be the best book
of the kind ever written. Praises so hearty and universal show that it is entirely free
from sectarian bias, is honestly and lovingly wrought, and is admirably adapted
for the use of all classes and all denominations.

650 pages, gilt edges: size, 8% x 102 x 2 inches. Extra fine cloth,
design in ink, gold and silver, $2.50.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO.

MoNTREAL: C. W. COATES. Haurax: S. . HUESTIS
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- - NOW READY - -

Pearls and Diamornds

BY J. F. KINSEY. S
A NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONG BOOK FOR 1892. Ab
with f
T i T o ~wit!
This popular author’s best work, containing features never before —
found in a Sunday-school Song Book. o
int
2 SONGS FOR ;";
o~ rl Ju
CHRISTMAS, EASTER, CHILDREN'S DAY and THANKSGIVING. to|
an
A SPECIAL DEPARTMENT, containing songs for the Primary Classes. ::‘
The music is new and melodious. Excepting a few standard Jymns, which =
4 should be omitted from no book, but a small per cent. of the music has appeared in Ble
AN any previous book. date,
in wi

PEARLS AND DIAMONDS is strictly a new book for the New Year.
F

Per Copy, 35 cents post-paid; Per Dozen, not pre-paid, $3.60.

Ses
T Certi

A SPECIAL OFFER.

In order to dispose of the first edition of this book to make way for an
improved second edition, we have decided that all orders for the first
edition of *Pearls and Diamonds ” will be supplied at

25 CENTS PER COPY; OR $2.50 PER DOZEN, POST-PAID.

Pap
This is a grand opportunity for Schools in need of new Music.
N.B.—The improvement in the Second Edition above mentioned refers to a
more attractive binding. There will be no change in the type or selection of pieces.
"
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO. Mout
: MONTREAL: C. W. COATES, Haurax: 8, F. HUESTIS,
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—
Something New!
Bltsastrpminion, U SLES

CERTIFICATE OF HONOR
. PLEDGE -

FOR

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

A beautiful design, printed in black and gold,
with floral ornamentation —size, 114 x 8% inches
_with the following Temperance pledge :

—eeeee

w/ THE UNDERSIGNED, do hereby
' pledge myself to abstain from all
intoxicating drinks of every name or kind,
including malt, brewed and Sermented
liquors, and mot to partake of the same or
furnish them to others as a beverage, and
to endeavor, by all means within my power
and by my influence, to promote and ad-
vance the Temperance Cause in every hon-
orable way : Witness my signature.”

Blanks are left for name of school, day and
date, signature of schol , and the signatures
{n witness of the officers of the school.

Price, 25 cts. each; per doz., $2.50.

r
Send for a sample of this beautiful Pledge
Certificate.

C. H. SPURGEON

His Life Story.
By REV. JAMES J. ELLIS.

Paper covers, 16 pages. Illustrated. Per copy,
4 cents, post-paid.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,

Tor 3
Montreal : C. W. Coarns. Halifax : 8. F. Howsris,

POPULAR
STORIES FOR BOYS

Three Entirely New Stories
By G. A. HENTY.

The Stories of G. A, Henty have long been
favorites. Mr. Henty is the prince of story-
tellers for boys. Of him the Christian
Leader says, *“The brightest of all
the living writers whose office
it is to enchant the boys.”

REDSKIN AND COWBOY.

A Tale of the Western Plains. With 12 page
Illustrations by ALFRED PEARsE. Crown
8vo, handsomely bound, olivine edges,
$1.50.

The central interest of this story is found in the
many adventures of Hugh Tunstall, a Cumberland
lad, who finds it necessary to flee from his uncle's
house. He makes his way to New York, and from
thence goes to the wildest districts of Texas, where
he becomes a cowboy on a cattle ranche. His ex-
periences present in picturesque form the toilsome,
exciting, adventurous life of a cowh(zf', while the
perils of a frontier settlement are vividly set forth.

THE DASH FOR KHARTOUM.

A Tale of the Nile Expedition. With 10 page
Illustrations by JouN ScHONBERG and J.
NasH, and 4 Plans. Crown 8vo, hand-
somely bound, olivine edges, $1.50.

In the record of recent British history there is
no more captivating page for boys than the story
of the Nile ¢ ign, and the to rescue
General Gordon. It is this memorable campaign
which Mr. Henty has chosen as the central t%leme
of his romance, and it is his consummate skill in
the presentation of the actual vivid facts which
constitutes its chief interest. This is a book which
will hold the boy spell-bound who loves daring
deeds, and danger, and the clash of deadly fight.

HELD FAST FOR ENGLAND.

A Tale of the Siege of Gibraltar. With 8 page
Illustrations by GorpoN BRowsE. Crown
8vo, handsomely bound, olivine

edges, $1.

This story deals with the si of Gibraltar in
177983, by the united forces of nce and Spain,
The hero of the tale, an English lad resident in Gib-
raltar, takes a brave and worthy part in the long
defence, and it is through his varied experiences
that we learn with what bravery, resourcefulness,
and tenacity the Rock was held for England.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,

To!
Montreal : C. W. Coarss.

Halifax: 8. F. Hunsris.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

@ NEW _STORY

-—BY—-

s [NNE S. SWAN

MONG the host of lady writers whose stories have, as Dickens expressed it,
“increased the common stock of cheerfulness,” and have been a means of

sure to many thousands,
any rate in the very front rank. A new story
We have added to our copyright

good as well as a source of plea the name of Annie

S. Swan stands, if not at the head, at
from her pen is always hailed with pleasure.

edition, a volume containing two new stories by Miss Swan.

A BACHELOR IN SEARCH OF A WIFE

- = AND

ROGER MARCHAM'S WARD.

ital stories for holiday reading. Canadian readers will find special

These are cap
e story is laid partly in Canada.

interest in the first-named story, in that the scene of th
This volume is strongly bound in neat cloth, with colored ornamental design

and gold lettering.

PRICE 50 CENTS, POST-PAID.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO.

HaviFax : S. F. HUESTIS

MonTrEAL: C. W. COATES.
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. \

W. BAKER & C0.’S

% Breaklast Cocga | LADY HYMN WRITERS

from which the excess of oil By MRS. E. R. PITMAN.
- has been removed,
Is absolutely pure and Cloth extra, gilt edges, 369 pages. H1.70.

it is soluble. ~ Post-paid.

o
No Chemvicals
are used in its preparation. It Hymnology is attracting much notice at the
has more than three times the resent time, and is a subject of fascinating
’s':::'c’;:h x‘rr‘;:cr:’:nm;:e’é:‘: interest. This latest contribution to the sub-
e $a tharafose fae mOTe :co: | ject is one of the best yet written, and cannot
nomical, costing less than one \ fail to have a good reception. Only a student
centa cup. 1tis deliclous, nour- of the subject can realize how much we owe to
ishing, strengthening, EASILY \ lady hymn writers. It takes poetic feeling,
pIGESTED, and admirably adapted for invalids fer\l'(ent ‘le"{"li"“: and {'“1:{113}‘:“ exw*‘ie&ce to
as well as for persons in health. make a good hymn, and & ese must be con-
801d by Grocers everywhere. ceded to most of our women hymn writers, as
| the specimens in this volume will abundantly

W.BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass. | prove.

ANCELLED CANADIAN POSTAGE STAMPS | WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.
c CALMAN, 209

Bought in any q;nntity by G. B. A
Pearl 8t., New York. High prices paid for those

used from 1850-1870 in Canada, Nova Scotia, New SUNDAY'SGHOOL ;IORKERS

Brunswick and Newfoundland,
Send card for particulars, ‘

A T AR WRITE FOR OUR
ATHERED JEWELS, No. 2. ¥, ForSu-
102 pages. Sample copy, cents, Imu:é‘i;?ﬁ?:v'e.s CATALOGUES FOR 1392,
rfect satisfaction, Tie W. W, Wiirsey Co.,
Pablishers, T"lcd"'_omo‘ )Oi Music Books, Bibles, Reward Cards and
Tickets, Mottoes for Sunday-school and Home
The *Uncle Tom's Cabin” of the Horse. | Decoration, Readings, Recitations, etc., Birth-
day, Secripture and Daily Text Books, etc.

B LAC K B E AU TY WILLIAM ngqus, Mft}:.io?k Eofxll,zgoxi':o;

oty . MY MOTHER. -

Beautifully Illustrated and Bound in Neat
Oloth. AN APPRECIATION

70 CENTS, POST-PAID. BY

This fascinatin§ book has had already an BISHOP JOHN H. VINCENT.
enormous sale, We can recommend it with
enthusiasm, It should be in every Sunday Paper covers, 35 cents.

School library, every public and private library.
Don’t fail to get & copy. WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

B 8, )'3 e
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Boo! Room, Toronto. + THE +

THE PERRIN COLLECTION ENVELOPE | MODERN SUNDAY - SCHOOL
FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. SUPER|“TENDE“T

Five spaces (for marking the collection) for each
montn for a year. Also space for number of class is Work.
and teacher's name. Size3}x 64 inches, cloth-lined. And His Wo k

Price 50¢. per dozen, post-paid. By J. R. PEPPER, Paper covers, 15 cts.
WILLIAN BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto. WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the

publigher, dawell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the ‘advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.



Cures Others

Will cure You, is a true statement of |
the action of AYER'S Sarsaparilla, |
when taken for diseases originating in
impure blood ; but, while this assertion
is true of AYER'S Sarsaparilla, as
thousands can attest, it cannot be truth-
fully applied to other preparations, which
unprincipled dealers will recommend,
and try to impose upon you, as “just as
good as Ayer's.” Take Ayer's Sarsa-
parilla and Ayer's only, if you need a
blood-purifier and would be benefited
permanently. This medicine, for nearly
fifty years, has enjoyed a reputation,
and made a record for cures, that has
never been equalled by other prepara-
tions. AYER'S Sarsaparilla eradicates
the taint of hereditary scrofula and
other blood diseases from the system,
and it has, deservedly, the confidence

of the people.

AYERS

« [ cannot forbear to express my joy
at the relief I have obtained from the

use of AYER'S Sarsaparilla. I was
afflicted with kidney troubles for about
six months, suffering greatly with pains
in the small of my back. In addition to
this, my body was covered with pimply
eruptions. The remedies prescribed
failed to help me. I then began to take
AYER'S Sarsaparilla, and, in a short
time, the pains ceased and the pimples
disappeared. 1 advise every young
man or woman, in case of sickness
resulting from impure blood, no matter
how lon'i2 standing the case may be, to
take AYER'S Sarsaparilla.”—H. L. Jar-
mann, 33 William st., New York City.

Will Cure You

Prepared by Dr J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass:

A Friend

Wishes to speak through the Register of
the beneficial results he has received
from a regular use of Ayer's Pills. He
says: ‘I was feeling sick and tired and
my stomach seemed all out of order. I
tried a number of remedies, but none
seemed to give me relief until I was
induced to try the old reliable Ayer's
Pills. I have taken only one box, but I
feel like a new man. I think they are
the most pleasant and easy to take of
anything I ever used, being so_finely
sugar-coated that even a child will take
them, I urge upon all who are

In Need

of a laxative to try Ayer's Pills.” —
Boothbay (Me.) Register.

¢ Between the ages of five and fifteen,
I was troubled with a kind of salt-rheum,
or eruption, chiefly confined to the legs,
and especially to the bend of the knee
above the calf. Here, running sores
formed which would scab over, but
would break immediately on moving the
leg. My mother tried everything she
could think of, but all was without avail.
Although a child, I read in the papers
about the beneficial effects of Ayer's
Pills, and persuaded my mother to let
me try them. With no great faith in
the result, she procured

Ayer'sPills

and I began to use them, and soon
noticed an improvement. Encouraged
by this, I kepton till I took two boxes,
when the sores disappeared and have
never troubled me since.”—H. Chipman,
Real Estate Agent, Roanoke, Va.

«] suffered for years from stomach
and kidney troubles, causing very severe
pains in various parts of the body. None
of the remedies? tried afforded me any
relief until I began taking Ayer's Pills,
and was cured.”--Wm. Goddard, Notary
Public, Five Lakes, Mich.

Prepared by Dr. { C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass
Sold by all Druggists Everywhere.

Every Dose Effective




