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Director. -
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Rev. J, M. Duncan,

Vol. XIV.

“ What can I do to make my class grow ¢
is a good question for each scholar to begin
the year with. The teacher can do much,
the scholars can, perhaps, do even more, to
get fresh recruits, Try it.

A traveler setting out on a long journey
through an unknown country is careful to
lay in an abundance of the right sort of
supplies. Growing lads and lasses, with all
life before them, do well to lay in a choice
. supply of the good things of God’s Word.
The Memory Work of the Supplemental
Lessons has this for its object. These Les-
sons have now. developed as far as the Second
Year, Intermediate, 12 to 13 years of age.
The verses of that year form one-fourth of the
whole number required for the obtaining of
the General Assembly’s handsome Diploma.
We supply the Supplemental Leaflets at 6c.
a dozen, or the complete Scripture Memory
Passages alone at 50c. a hundred, and full
information regarding the Diplomas may
be obtained from Rev. J. C. Robertson,
Confederation Life Building, Toronto, General
Secretary of Sabbath Schools for our church.
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The Closest to Jesus

There. is = story told of John, who wrote
the Gospel which bears his name, that,
when he was'a very old man, and too.feeble
to preach a longer sefmon to his flock at
Ephesus, he would raise his band in blessing
over them, and say, * Little chxldren love
one another?”,

It was the same John whom HIS Master
called, when he was a young disciple, “ A
Son of Thunder . The rash, bot-headed
son of thunder became the apostle of love :

terly

January, February, March, 1go8 ‘ No. 1

it was he who gave us those sweetest of: all
words in the Bible, “ God is love ”’,

How came the change about ? We need
hardly ask the question, when we know
that John was the disciple closest to Jesus.
He was one of the first two who became
followers of the Saviour. He was one of the
three who alone saw Jesus on the mountain
of glory, when His face shone as the sun, and
His garments were white as light; and who
were nearest their Master in that awful
hour of darkness in Gethsemane. It was
John who lesned on Jesus’ breast at.the last
Supper. John was ¢ the disciple whom Jesus
loved . ’

Therein surely is the secret of the wondrous
change which came upon John. It was
like the ripening of the fruit, harsh and sour
until the rays of the summer sun have had
their way with it. John ever basked in the
sunshine of Jesus’ love.

e

How a Men’s Class was Gathered
By George Sanderson

I was working in & manufacturing estab-
lishment, in a small town near Toronto,
employing about one hundred and seventy-
five men, twenty-five of whom were in the

same department with myself. It occurred_

to me, that it ‘would be a good thing to.get
these, and other men, together on Sunday
afternoons to study the Bible. I approsched
the men, one by one, with this suggestion,
and out of the twenty-five, eight agreed
to join the class, with myself as leader.
The men thought that it would be better
to have one of themselves as leader of the
class, as they would thus feel more freedom

in speaking.

PR



2 ' The Heroine's Part

The class met on Sunday afternoon in
a corner of the church, curtained off, as there
was not room in the Sunday School building.
It was decided to study the regular Sunday
School Lesson. The interest of the class
was kept up by giving every individual

some part in its work. Sometimes the leader |

would assign to certain members of the class,
two weeks in advance, topics in connection
with the Lesson, on which short papers
might be written, and sometimes arrange-
ments were made for a debate upon certain
points in the Lesson.

In.addition to the regular Sunday after-
noon meeting, for the study of the Lesson,
a monthly meeting was held of the men on
a week night, with a different programme
each night. One night it might be a debate,
on another an oratorical contest, on a third,
a banquet, with a discussion following.

The officers of the class are, President,
Secretary and Treasurer, who, with the
leader, form an Executive Committee. The
membership has been kept up and increased
through the efforts of the class itself, each
one being expected to bring others in. The
ideal has been to have each member bring
one other at every monthly meeting. A
special committee has charge of the work of
looking after absentees, and the whole class
is a committee for looking after the visiting
of the sick. .

Special attention is paid to strangers who
come into the town, and it is seen that each
of these receives an invitation (personal,
not merely printed or written) to come to
the class. In this way, those coming to the
town are reached by the class before they
have got into the way of spending Sunday
afternoon elsewhere. It is on the first
Sunday after a stranger comes into a town
.that he is apt to feel lonely, and wants some
place to go; and if he can be got into the
class then, the likelihood is that he will
form the habit of attending it. A feature
of special interest is, that the membership
-of the class is largely made up of young men
who have come from Britain to this country.
Many of these have shown themselves to
be men of more than ordinary intelligence.

" The class has been organized for ten
months, and in that time has increased from

.

the original eight to an enrolment of about
twenty, with an average attendance of abou
twelve. The membership has grown far
beyond the manufacturing establishment
from which it drew its first members, and
now includes men of all classes in the com.
munity. .
Toronto
)

The Heroine’s Part
By Esther Miller

Alice was busy preparing .a paper to read
at a meeting of the Young People’s Society.
It was to be entitled, “ The Heroines of the
Old Testament”, and she had found in her
reading an embarrassment of riches. I
am going to pick out just two or three of the
greatest ”, she said at last, ‘“there'll be
Queen Esther for onc, and Deborab for an-
other, anyway”. “ And Jael ”’, said Maud
Waring, who had dropped in to give her
some assistance, “the brave woman who
killed Sisera, you know”. “Oh yes?”,
Alice twirled her pen thoughtfully. “It
seems a terrible thing she did; but of course
it was for her country. Yes, I shall take her
too .

But the paper was not finished until many
weeks later. Alice’s mother fell suddenly
ill, and the girl had to take her place at the
head of the household. And then, for the
first time, she realized that a life of beau-
tiful seif-denial and heroic sacrifice was
being lived every day at her side unnoticed.
“ Mother, I don’t see how you do the hum-
drum things of housekeeping so cheerfully ”,
she said one day, when her mother was able
to be about her work again. “ Life becomes
s0 dull and commonplace. Now, doesn't
it 7 “It all depends upon the point of
view, my dear”, said her mother. “If
every task is performed as a sacrifice to the
Lord, it becomes a pleasure. Even washing
dishes, done for the sake of the Master”,
she added softly, “becomes a heroic task.”
“ Heroic I’ repeated Alice. The word re-
minded her of the paper so long laid away.
She went back to it the next week, but her
face was very grave over the task, and she
tore up most of the old manuscript.

It was finished at last, and the evening




A Boy Preacher in India 3

upon which it was to be read Alice called
for her friend. “ Whom do you think I've
chosen for my greatest heroine, Maud ?”’
she asked. ‘Queen Esther, I suppose, or
Deborah 77 ¢ Neither of them, it'c Hannah.”
“Hannah ? Oh yes, she was Samuel’s
mother. Butshe couldn’t be called a heroine
exactly, could she 7’ “1I think she could,
decidedly. She gave her only child to God,
and just lived at home rad worked quietly,
where nobody heayd ¢“ her and did it all
for the sake of the Lord. I can’t quite ex-
plain why she was so great, but if you ask
mother, she’ll tell you.”

And so the paper was read, and the self-
sacrificing mother was given the highest
place in Alice’s roll of fame; and one mother
heard the words, and in her heart she blessed
her daughter.

Orillia, Ont.

b8

A Boy Preacher in India
By Rev. F. H. Russell, B.A.

It was a hot day in the year of the great
famine, and the pitiless Indian sun beat
down upon the crowded street. Little
Raghu had wandered about the bazsar for
days, hunting in vain for something to eat

‘Weeks before, and long weeks they seemed
now, his father and mother had left their
distant village, where food was not to be had,
and had tramped wearily the road to the
big city, hoping to find help there. But
they had both fallen by the roadside and
died, leaving the little Hindu boy to find his
way alohe. And now he was so weak and
hungry he could hm;dly stand, and almost
wished that he might lie down and dic as
his parents had done.

He made one last effort. A basket of
grain was lying in front of a little shop, and
Raghu, with hoth hands held out beseech-
ingly before him, begged for just a handful.
But the shopkeeper was angry and drove
him away. As he drew back into the road-
way, & passing cartman puthed against
him, and sent him staggering into the ditch.
He lay there so long and so quiet that two
hungry dogs thought he was dead, and began
to pull and tear at him. The poor boy could
not fight them off, and no one seemed to

care what happened to him, for such sights
were common in those days.

It would have gone hard with him had not
a Christian teacher, who came down the
street on his way home, driven the dogs away.
He picked the boy up in his arms, and carried
him to the Mission hospital, where he was
tenderly cared for. Months passed before
he was able to walk, and he never fully re-
covered the use of the leg that was so badly
torn.

Raghu was placed in the orphanage, and
soon became one of the brightest and happiest
boys there. He was eager to learn, and made
good progress in school. His lameness kept
him frém joining ‘the other boys in most of
their play, and he had more time for study.
He was able before long to read the Bible
in his own language; and under careful teach-
ing came to know the love and power of
Jesus, and gave his heart to Him. When
the day came for his baptism, he wanted to
have his name changed. He was asked
what name he wanted, and replied “Zakhhi”
(Zacchmus) “for”, said he, “he was little,
like me.”” So his wish was granted, and
Zakhhi he became.

In course of time Zakhhi became himself
a teacher, and had charge of a class in the
orphanage in which he had been educated.
But his heart was set upon becoming a
preacher of the gospel. So he was sent to
Indore for several months each year, where
he received special Bible training, returning
to his home during the cold season to con-

‘tinue his teaching, and spending all his spare

time going about the city and villages telling
the gospel story.
Zakhhi’s ambition has been to some extent

"attained. He is now devoting himself en-
Jtirely to evangelistic work, and although

not yet an or.ined preacher, he is Jooking
forward to the day when this, too, will be
accomplished, and he will be fully prepared
for the work of evangelizing his fellow-
countrymen.

Dhar, Central India

™.

“ Whatever obstacles control,
Thine hour will come ; go on, true soul,
Thow'lt win the prize, thou'lt reach the goal.”
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4 . Bible Dictionary

BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR FIRST
QUARTER, 1908.
{For additional information in regard to ecrtain of
the places, sce Geography Lessons.

An’—drew. The name means “Manliness”.
He was a brother of Simon Peter, whom he
brought to Jesus. Both these brothers
were by vocation fishermen, and both be-
come- apostles.

Beth-ab’-ar-a. Identified by Conder
* with Abérah, a ford of the Jordan 14 miles
south of the sca of Galilee. Conder also
says that ““Bethany”, substituted by the Rev.
Ver. for Bethabara in John 1 : 28, was. the
name of a district cast of Jordan reached by
the ford of Bethabara. The traditional site,
however, is at a ford east of Jericho.

Beth-es'-da. “House of Mercy”’, or, ac-
cording to soine,-“House of the Stream”, a
pool having five porches, situated in the
north-eastern part of Jerusalem.

Beth-sai'-da. _A town on the cast bank
of the Jordan just above its fall into the Lake
of Galilece. Many authorities hold that there
is a second Bethsaida, on the lake shore,
west of the Jordan.

Ca’-na. A Galilean villﬁe situated about
4 miles northeast of Nazareth.

Ca-per'-na-um. A town on the north-
western shore of the sea of Galilee. Here
many of our Lord’s miracles were wrought.

Ce’-phas. Hebrew for “‘rock” or “stone’’,
a name given by Jesus to the apostle Simon.
Its Greek equivalent, Peter, is the common
name ‘of the a;&gstle.

E-li"-as. hat is, FElijah. One of the
carliest and greatest of the prophets. The
Jews expected his return in person before
the coming of the Messiah. :

E-sai'-as. Another form for Isaiah.

Gal’'-il-2’~-ans. The inhabitants of Gali-
lee, the most northerly of the three pro-
vinces into which the Romans divided Pal-
estine. The lake, so famous in our Lord’s’
ministry, took its name from the province.

He-brew. The language spoken by the
Jews. In our Lord’s time this was not
genuine Hebrew, but Aramaic, which had
taken its place and assumed its name.

Is'-ra-el. A name given to Jacob and
his -descendants.

1s'-ra-el-ite. A descendant.of Israel, and
supposed therefore to possess true religious
knowledge and to be a faithful follower of the
true God. ’

Ja’'-cob. A twin with Esau, son of Isaac
and Rebekah. |

Je-ru’-sa-lem. The sacred city and well-
known capital of the Jews.

Je/-sus. The personal name of our Lord.
It was given to Him by direction of the
angel to Joseph (Matt. 1: 21) and to Mary
(Luke 1: 31). Christ is His official title
(see Messias).

dews. At first, a name given to those
belonging to the tribe or kingdom of Judah
then to ail of the Hebrew race who returne
from the captivity in Babylon, and finally to
all the members of that race throughout the
world.

John: The Baptist, son of Zecharias and
Elizabeth, and the immediate forerunner of
Jesus. To be distinguished from the apostle
John, who ddes not mention his own name in

his Gospel.

Jo’-na. The father of Simon Peter.

Jor'-dan, The most important river of
Palestine, flowing from the Lebanon Mount-
tains to the Dead Sea.

Jo’-seph. 1. The husband of Mary the
mother of Jesus. 2. The eleventh of Jacob'’s
twelve sons and elder son of Rachel. He
was buried at Shechem, the site of which
Jacob had gifted to him. Jacob’s well was
two miles from Shechem.

Ju-da’-a. The southernmost province
of Palestine in the days of our Lord.

Le'-vites. The descendants of Levi, son
of Jacob. They were charged with the care
of the temple.

Mess-i'-as. The Greek form of the He-
brew Messiah. Messiah, ‘“the anointed one”, is
the Saviour’s title. Christos (Christ) is the
Greek translation. . .

Na-than’-a—el. Also called Bartholomew,
one of the twelve apostles. He was a native of
Cana,and was among the first disciplesofJesus.

Naz’-ar-eth. A town of Galilee where
Joseph and Mary lived, and the home of
Jesus from His childhood until He was about
thirty years of age. .

Nic-o-de’-mus. A Pharisee and a mem-
ber of the Sanhedrin, the great Jewish
Council. After a night interview with Jesus
he became a secret disciple of our Lord.

Phar’-is-ees. ‘One of the three chief
Jewish sects, the. other two being the Sad--
ducees and Essenes,

Phil’-ip. One of the twelve apostles, a
native of Bethsaida. He belonged to the
group of our Lord’s earliest disciples.

‘Sa-mar’-it-ans. The inhabitants of Sa-
maria, the central province of Palestine in
our Lord’s day. Between the .Samaritans
and the people of Judah there was enmity
dating from theé time 6f Nehemiah. ’

Si-lo’-am. A pool situated a little to the
southeast of Jerusalem. -

Si'-mon Pe/~ter, Always the first. named
in the lists of the apostles. Simon was his
original name, Peter the name given him by

" Jesus (see.Cephas).

Sy’~char. A village of Samaria, .now
called ’Askar, on the eastern slopé 6f-Mount
Ebal, a little north of Jacob’s well.

Ti-be’-ri-as. . A name given to the Sea of
Galilee from Tiberias, capital of Herod the
ruler of Galilee, on the southwestern shore.




Order of Service ‘ 5
*AN ORDER OF SERVICE: First Quarter

Qpening Exercises
1. SmENCE

II. Sivaing. Hymna 34, Book of Praise.
(It is expected that this-hymn from the Sup-
plemental Lessons will be memorized during
the Quarter.)

III. PRAYER, closing with the Lord’s
Prayer in concert.

1V. SingGiNa.

When morning gilds the skies,

My heart awaking cries, -
‘May Jesus Christ be praised !’

Alike at work and prayer

To Jesus I repair;
‘ May Jesus Christ be praised I’

~—Hymn 97, Book of Praise.

V. Reap 1N Concerr. See SCRIPTURE
ReapiNg in THE TeAcEERS MoNTHLY, in
connection with each Lesson.

VI. Smwvemvae. Psalm or Hymn selected.

VII. BiBLe Work. From the Supple-
mental Lessons.

VIII. READING OF LESSON PASSAGE. .

IX. Smwoing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This selection may usually be that marked,
“Trom the PRIMARY QUARTERLY ”.)

Class Work

[Let this_bo- entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s. or
ibrarian’s distribution, or otherwise.]

I. Rory Cary, by teacher.

II. OrrFerING, which may be taken in a
cless envelope, or'class and report « “velope.

III. RecrraTioN. 1. -Scripture Memory
Passoges from the Supplemental Léssons,
or Memory Verses in Lesson Helps., 2.
Catechism. 3. The Question on Missions
from the Supplemental Lessons:

IV. Lisson Stupy.

Closing Exercises
I. ANNOUNCEMENTS.

II. Sineing. Hymn selected.

III. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the fol-
lowing items : Recitation in concert of Verses
Memorized, Catechism, Questions on Mis-

sions, Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Heacs *

of Lesson Plan,
Review :
bright.)

(Do not overload the
it should be pointed, brief and

IV. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES. H;ab. 1:

14.
Superintendent. God, who at sundry times

and in divers manners, spake in time past -

unto the fathers .by the prophets,

School. Hath in these last days spoken
unto us by His Son,

Superintendent. Whom He hath appointed

heir of all things,

_School.
worlds; .

Superintendent. Who being the bright-
ness of His glory, and the express image of
His Person,

School. And upholding all thmgs by the
word of His power,

Superintendent. When He had by Himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on high;

By whom also He made the

School. Being made so much better than

the angels,

Superintendent and School. As He hath
by inheritance obtained a more excellent
name than they.

V. Simneine. Hymn 607, Book of Praise.

VI. BenNeDicTION OR - CLOSING PRAYER.

*Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be had at soc, a hundred,



v

6 ) The Word Made Flesh

Lesson 1.

THE WORD MADE FLESH

A FOREWORD—John, the writer of the Fourth Gospel, was one of Jesus' first disciples.

January 5, 1908
" In his old

age he lived at Ephesus, in Asia Minor, and there he wrote his Gospel between A. D. 80 and A. D. 95.
GOLDEN TEXT—The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.—John 1 : 14.

Memorize v. 3.*

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.,

2 Tho same was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were made by him ; and without him
was not any thing made that ! was made,

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of

men,

5 And the light shineth in *darkness; and the
darkness 3 comprehended it not.

6 There ¢ was a man sent from God, whose name
was John, . .

7 The same came for 5a witnoss, to bear witness
?t' l.the" ¢ Light, that 7all men 1hrough him might
helieve.

8 He was not 8that Light, ... ®was.sent to bear
witness of 3that Light.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—John 1 * [-14.

Study John 1: 1-18.

9,10 That was the trué 1 Light, which lighteth
every man 13that cometh irito the world,

10 He was in the world, and the world was made
by him, and the world knew him not,

.11 He came unto his own, and 3 his own received
him not.

12 But as many as yeceived him, to them gave
he 1 power to become 13the sons of God, eveguto
them that believe on his name :

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word 10 was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, 17 the ‘glory as
of é’h? otnhly begotten 3 of the Father,) full of grace
and truth.,

. .Revised Version—! hath been ; 2 the ; 3apprehended ; 4 came ; * witness, .that he might ; ¢light ; 7 all
might believe througa him ; 8 the light ; ¢ came that he might ; 19 There was ; ! light, even thelight ; 12 coming;
Btney that were ; 1 the right ; 1 children ; 18 became ; ¥ Omit the ; 18 from,

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The Word made flesh, John 1: 1-18,
prophecy, Isa. 11 : 1-10, W,—Taking our nature, Heb, 2 : 9-18, Th.—Christ’s humility, Phil, 2 : 1-11,
S.—Light of the world, John 8 : 12-20, 8,—One with God, John 17 : 1-11.

The Word of life, 1 John 1,

T.~TIsaiah's
F—

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. TeE WoRD IN ETERNITY.~1-3. Inthe be-
ginning; at the time when God created the world
(sece Gen. 1: 1). The *“Word”, that iz, Christ, did

THE APOSTLE JOHN

not begin to he at this time; He already was, “before
the world was’ (see ch. 17 : 5), that is, He is eternal.
The Word; a title given to Jesus Christ, because,
in and through Him, God’s thoughts and will are
made known, as we make our thoughts and will
known by our words. With God; as a Person with
a Person. Was God; sharing the divine nature.
All things..made by him. God’s power in
creating the world wrought through the Word
(compare Heb. 1: 2).

8-5. In him was life. He is the fountain of
all life, of the body, mind and soul,.ch. 5 : 26; 14: 6.
The Hght of men; making God known to men,
showing them how to serve Him, and guiding them
in the way to heaven. All this the Word did,

before, as well as after He came into the world,
For it was He who inspired the Old Testament
writers, and who gives to men the light of reason
and conscience. Light shineth in darkmess;
“Darkness’’ means the sin that fills the world. Ap-
prehended it not (Rev. Ver.); did not lay hold of
it. Sin kept men from accepting the guidance of
the light shining from God’s Word and that shining
in their own souls,

II. TuE WoRD IN THE WORLD.—$-9. A man
sent from God; like the prophets of the Old Tes-
tament, John; the Baptist (Matt. 3 : 1), & cousin,
by his mother, of Jesus. A witness; pointing men
to Jesus as the promised Messiah, who was to save
His people from their sins,
believe. Through John the first disciples believed;
by thém the gospel was carried far and wide.
Not that light. John was only “a lamp that
burneth and shineth” (ch. 5 : 35, Rev. Ver.), that is
with a borrowed light. The- true light; like the
sun, which is itself the source of light. Lighteth
every man. The gospel is offered to ali, though
not all accept it.

10, 11, Was in the world; as a Master in His
own house. World .. made by him; and, there-
fore, ite inhabitants ought to have honored and
obeyed Him, Enew him not; did not see in Him
their Ruler and J.ord. Came unto his own;
the Jewish people. Received him not; refused
Him the welcome due to Him as their rightful' King
(compare Matt. 21 : 33-44).

II1i. TaE Worp AmoNGsT BELIEVERS.~—12-
14. As many as receivéd him; gave him the love
and trust of their hearts. Right to become the
sons of God. By sin'men had forfeited this right.
Jesus gives it back to them. Believe on his name;
take Him for all He claims to be—Saviour, Teacher

*The Scripture Memory Pasénggs of the Supplemental Leaflets are recommended as a substitute for those
here given Sabbath by Sabbat}:. heir recitation leads to the obtaining of a-beautiful Certificate or Diploma.

That all ..might .
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The Word Made Flesh o "7

and Lord, Born, not of blood, nor. . will of the

. flesh, nor.. will of man. It is not by descent,
or through any human power or influence what-
soever, that we become children of God. But of
adod. The new life comes from God alone. Word
..made flesh. The Word already shared the
divine nature (v. 1); in-Jesus, He took to Himself
human nature as well. Dwelt; literally “pitched
His tent ”’, Possibly there is a rcference to the
Lord’s dwelling in the tabernacle, Ex. 25 : 8; 2 Sam.
7: 6. QGlory..as of the only begotten.of the
Father. Jesus was God’s Son in a sense true of
no other. In Him there is just such glory as the
Father has, Full of grace; a ray of the divine
glory. It means God’s loving favor to sinuers.
Truth; a second ray. It means the complete
revelation of God’s character and will.

V. 16 gives the Baptist's testimony to Jesus
and vs. 16 to 18 add to it the testimony of those
who received and trusted Him as their Saviour.
Into their lives had come blessing from Him, as
streams from a fountain ever flowing.

THE GBOGRAPHY LESSON

The map shows the
three provinces of Pales-
tine. These lay between
| the [Mediterranean and
the Jordan Valley, haviog
the Lebanon Mountains
and the Desert: for -the
northern and southern
boundaries respectively.
GAILILEE means some-
thing.“round”. Near the
famous Sea of Gaiilee,
‘| Jesus spent the greater
part of His ministry.
SAMARIA is a landof hills
and valleys, with, here
and there, upland plains
of great fertility. Its numerous highways made
travel easy. Junea is a lofty plateau of ‘stony
moorland, a land of sheep and shepherds. Be-
sides these provinces, the Map shows the region
known' as PEREA,. east of the Jordan, which had =
large Jewish population,

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT
The gospel pictures John the Baptist as clothed
with camels’ hair. In the East, the hair of the
camel is still spun and woven, The material is
softer and more pliable than sackcloth woven from

0}

douin, which covers him both by day and night,
is frequently made of this cloth.

LESSON QUESTIONS

Who wrote the Fourth Gospel 7 Where was
it written, and at what date? What was John’s
purpose in writing it ?

1-6 What do you understard by * the beginning 2
Who i said to have existed at that time ? Which
words in v, 1 picture the Word as a Person ? Which
teach that He was divine 7 What do we léarn about,
His part in creating the world ? From whom does
all life flow 2  In what ways did the ** life ”’ hecome
the *“light of men”” ? Explain * darkness’’,

6-11 From whom was John the Baptist sent ?
What was to be his work 2 What was the purpose
of his witness-bearing ? How was the Word treated
by His own people ?

12-14 What fight did He give to those who re-
ceived Him ? What two natures were united in
the Word ? In what did His glory counsist ? What
was the Baptist’s testimony to Jesus? Give .the
testimony of Jesus’ own disciples.

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The proofs that Jesus is divine. "
2. The Walue of John the Baptist’s witness to
Jesus,
A LESSON YOR LIFE

‘When any one we trust makes out a cheque in
our favor and signs his name at the bottom, we
aré sure that the bank will give us the money for it.
The name signed on the cheque is our authority
in asking for the money. So- Jesus give us His
name to use in asking from God every needful
blessing.
we have His authority to ask it.

Prove from Scrlpturo——That Christ i8 all power-
ful.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 82, Is any man able
perfectly to keep the commandments of God? A.
No mere man since the fall is able in this life per-
fectly to keep the commandments of God, but doth
daily break them in thought, word, and deed.

The Question on Missions—(First Quarter,
AT ScHoolL 1IN CENTRAL INDIA.)—1. Who arc the
Christian boys and girls under the care of our mis-
sionaries in India ?. Many of them bhelong to Chris-
tian families; but a large number are orphans, who
came in during the famine a few years ago, chiefly
from among the farming clnss, but many also from

goat's hair. The large outer garment of the Be- among the Bheels, or jungle tribes.
'FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. Why is Jesus called the Word 2. .. cuuitttieiinietoiiieorenienensneeasannseonnsseonnnnns .
2. What is required of us, in order to become children of God ?......c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin cuns

Nothing will be refused us so long as



8 ’ Jesus and John:tﬁe Baptist

Laeson 1I JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST January 12, 1908

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—John the Baptist preached to the multitudes who came to him, bidding
them repent of thei®sing (Matt. 3': 1-12, Mark 1: 1-8; Luke 3 : 1-18). He baptized those who obayed his
teaching, as a sign that they had truly forsaken their sin. Amongst those who came to him to be baptized
was Jesus Himself, now about thirty years of age, Matt, 3 ¢ 13-17; Mark 1 : 8-11; Luke 3 : 21, 22. Jesus had
indeed no sin to repent of; but He took His place amongst sinners, that Ha might become their Saviour. Im-
mediately after His baptism, Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, Matt, 4 : 1-11; Mark 1: 12, 13; Luke 4
1-13. The Leseon follows.

GOLDEN TEXT—Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.—John 1: 29.
Memorize vs. 29,30. THE LESSON PASSAGE—John 1: 25-34. Study John 1: 19-34.
25 And they asked him, and said unto him, Why a man which is 8 preferred beforé me: for he wus
1 baptizest thou then, if thou 2he not that Christ, before me. )
nor Eli‘as, neither 3 that prophet ? 31 And I knew him not: but that he should be
268 John answered them, saying, I baptize with made manifest to Is‘racl, o therefore am I come
water : 4 but there standeth one among you, whom  Laptizing with water.

ye know not ; ) .

27 5He it is, who coming after me is preferred
before me, whose shoe’s latchet 1 am not worthy
to unloose. )

28 These things were done in ¢ Bothab’ara beyond
Jor’dan, wheré John was baptizing. R

29 7 The next day John seoth Je¢/sus coming unto
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which

32 And John bare 1 record, saying, I %saw the
Spirit descending 2 from heaven like a dove, and it
abode upon him.

33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to
baptize with water, ¥ the same said unto me, Upon
1 whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and
'S remaining on him, the same is he !® which bap-
tizeth with the Holy 37 Ghost.

taketh away the ¥in of the world. 34 And I Bsaw, and bare record that this is the
30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh Scn of God.

Revised Version—I then baptizest thou ; 2art not the Christ, neither Elijah ; 3the ; ¢in the midst of
ou standeth one ; >even he that cometh after me, the latchet of whose shoé ; € Bethany ; 7 On the morrow
e seeth ; 8 become before me ; 9 for this cause came I ; 1% witness ; 1 have bebeld ; 12as a dove out of heaven ;

Bhe said ; ¥ whomsoever ; 15 abiding upon ; 10 that ; ¥ Spirit ; ¥ have seen, and bave borne witness.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Jesus and John the Baptist, John 1: 1934, T.—The

voice, Isa, 40 : 1-10. W.—Christ’s witness to John, Matt. 11 : 7-15. Th.—The witness from heaven, Mk, 12
1-11, F-—The beloved Son, Matt, 17: 1-13, S.—Belicving and life, John 3-: 2336, 8.—Redeemed by
blood, 1 Peter 1: 13-21.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

- The Jews in Jerusalem, through the Sanhedrin,
their great C il, sent a deputation (see vs. 19-24)to
ask John the Baptist about himself and his teaching
The deputation consisted of priests, chosen perhaps
because John was the son of s priest (Luke 1: 5,
&c.), and Levites. These were the authorized
leaders in religious matters. To these messengers
John frankly confessed that he wasnot ** the Christ ”,
that is, the promised Messiah of the Jews, nor “Elias”
(Eljab), whom the Jews expected to return in
bodily form before the coming of the Messiah, nor
* the prophet ”” (Rev. Ver.), namely, the one prom-~
ised in Deut. 18: 15. He calls himself ** 8 voice ”,
mesaning that the only thing of any consequence
about him is his message. His sole business is to
prepare for Christ's coming by summoning the
people to repent. The gers from the San-
hedrin were Pharisees, one of the chief religious
sccts amongst the Jews. .

I. TRE CHRIST ANNOUNCED.—256-28. Why
baptizest thou then ? The Pharisees challenged
John's right to baptizo because they regarded
bis doing so as a claim t0 bo a national Izader
I haptize with water. As God—commissioned
to turn the pcople to holineas of life, he bad
the right to do this. But it was only the out-
ward symbol of the inward baptism with the
Holy Ghost (Msatt. 3 : 11), which Christ alone could
give. In the midst of you..one. They were
asking for John’s authority; he answers that the
Master for whom He speaks is amongst them.
‘Whose shoe’s latchet, ctc. To loose the shoo
la tchet, or to ** bear the shoes” (AMatt. 3.2 11) was

the business of a slave. So much above himself
was Jesus, in John's eye. Bethabara beyond
Jordan. See Geography Lesson.

THE BANKS OF THE JORDAN

II. TRe CxrisT DECLARED.—29-81. The
next day; after the visit of the Sanhedrin depu-
tation. Seeth Jesuz coming; returning, a Con-
queror, from the temptation in the wilderness (see
Between the Lessons).  Behold the Lamb of God.
Jokn doubtless bad in mind such passages as Isa.
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53 : 7, where the Messiah is pictured as a suffering
Lamb, ar Ex. -ch. 12, with its account of the Pass-
over lamb. The feast of the Passover was at hand,
and the language would receive emphasis from the
sight of flocks of lambs being taken to Jerusalem
to serve as offerings. Taketh away the sin of
the world;.by bearing the burden of its guilt (Isa.
53 : 5) and 8o removing it, 1 Pet. 2: 24. I knew
him not. Until Jesus came to be baptized, John,
Jike the rest of the Jews, did not know Him to bLe
the Messish. He should be made manifest;
made known. John’s mission- was twofold : (1) to
prepare men for Christ’s appesaring by preaching
repentance ; (2)-to point Him out, when He did ap-
pear. To Israel. Christ’s mission was first of all
to His own nation, Matt. 15: 24. Afterwards, and
through them, to the world, Matt. 28 : 19, 20.

32-34. The S8pirit descending as 2 dove.
abode upon him. 8ee Luke 3:22. This was the
sign to Jobn that Jesus was the Messiah (v. 33).
Baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. See v. 26.
The Son of God. John proclaimed what the Father
Himself had declared, Matt. 3 : 17.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

The Lesson takes us to
the river Jordan, so0 fam-
ous in the history of Is-
rael. The banks of this
river are in general bor-
dered with jungle™ and
thus difficult’ of access.
At several points, bhow-
ever, the way of approach
is more open and essy,
and the water is shallow
enough for fording. There
is a ford, now called
| Ablrab, not far from
Cans. This may bo the
ancient BETRABARA,
where Jesus wasbaptized,
although the common view places this much farther
down the river, some 8 or 10 miles from the Dead Sca.

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

* During my stay in Cairo ,.s8ys Dr. Trumbull,
in, Studies in Oriental Social Life, * one of ths
commonest sights was-a carriage of a pasha preceded
in the stréets by ons or more forerunners, calling
aloud .for the clearing of the. way. And when our
little party rode out along the banks of tho Nile,
a bandsome young ¢ Sais’ (forerunner), ran before

Gea

Mediterranecan

us at top speed, cailing for a clear path for us among
the loaded camels, and the ambling donkeys, and
the toiling foot-passers.”

LESSON QUESTIONS

What was the substance of John the Baptist’s
preaching ? What sign of repentance did he require
of the people ? Why did Jesus come to be baptized ?
Who were sent to John? From what body?
What did they ask ? What did John deny regarding
Himself ? What did he call ‘himeelf 7 What did
ue say of his work ? What did Jesus say of John ?
(Matt. 11: 7-11.)

25-28 On what ground did the Jews challenge
John’s right to baptize ? What did John say of
his own baptism ? Who did he say was already
amongst the Jews ? How did John show his hu-
mility ? What example of humility in service did
Jesus give His disciples ? (John 13: 1-15.) Who
is the grestest in His Kingdom ? (Matt. 20 : 26-28.)

29-34 What title did John give to Jesus ? What
0ld Testament passages were doubtless in his mind ?
How does Jesus take away sin ? By what sign
did John recognize Jesus as the Messiah ? What
record did John bear ?

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The greatness of John the Baptist.
2. What does the title ** Lamb of God ” teach
concerning Christ’s character and work ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

There is not = single follower of Jesus Christ who
cannot point some other person to Him.. We cannot
all give largely, so that messengers may be sent to
tell of the Saviour; only the wealthy can do that.
Not all of us can move great multitudes by our
words; that requires eloquence. But the poorest
‘and slowest of specch can live a Christ-like life. And
that will attract others to Him, as nothing clse can.

Prove from Scripture—7That the Old Testament
poinis to Christ.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 83. Are all trang-
gressions of ihe law equally herous? A. Some sins
in themselves, and by reason of several aggravations,
are more heinous in the sight of God than others.

The Quextion on Missions—2. What training
is being given to these boys aad girls? They re-
ceive & good school education, and carcful Bible
training. Some of them are being trained as tea-
chers, others are preparing for the University, and
most of them are learning some useful trade.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What wrong views regarding himseclf did John the Baptist.correct 2.ccvaeieiiiaiinnanaans e ae

2. What were the two parts of his mission 2. ceeeereeeeniareiiiariaaaiatastioesisanstssearaaacas

3. How did hc recognize Jesus as the Messiah 2...ciieiiiiviiniiiaineen Veesensanes [T .
N L4

....................... D R R R R R R R R R R R A R AR



I0

Lesson III.

Jesus and His First Disciples

JESUS AND HIS FIRST DISCIPLES

January 19, 1908

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—In the last Lesson we studied the testimony of John the Baptist to Jesus.
The Lesson for to<duy tells of the calling of Jesus’ ﬁ}'st. disciples, and their testimony to Him.
GOLDER TEXT—We have found him, ols whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of

Membl:ize vs. 35-37.

35 Again ! the next. day after John stood, and
two_of his_disciples ;

36 And =Iookmﬁxpon,.¥e'sus as he walked, 3he
saith, Behold the Lamb of God! =

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and
they followed Je’sus.

38 4 Then Je'sus turned, and $saw them follow-
ing, and. saith unto them, What seek ye ? 8 They
said unto him, Rab’bi, (which is to say, being inter-
preted, Master,) where 7 dwellest thou 7

39 ‘He saith unto them, Come and 8see, They
came °and saw where he 19dwelt, and ¥ abode
with him that day : 12 for it was about. the tenth hour,

40 Ong of the two which heard John speak, and
followed himn, was An drew, Si’mon Pe ter’s brother.

41 He Wfirst findeth his own brother Si‘mon,
and saith unto him, We have found the ' Messi‘as,
which™is, ‘being interpreted, ¥ the Christ.

42 ¥And he brought him ¥ to Je’sus. 1% And
when Je’sus 12 beheld him, he said, Thou art Si‘mon
the son of *Jo'na: thon shalt be called Ce’phas,
which is by interpretation, 2 A stone.

azare¢th.—John

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Jchn 1: 3549. Study John1 : 35-51.

1245,

. 43 BThe day following Je’sus would go forth
into Gal’ilee, and 3 findeth Phil‘ip, and % saith unto
him, Follow me, )

44 Now Phil'ip was 2 of Bethsa’ida, 2 the city
of An‘drew and Pe'ter. .

45 Phil‘ip findeth Nathan‘ael, and saith unto him,
We have found him, of whom_ Mo’'ses in_the law
and the prophets, did write, Je’sus of Naz’ureth,
the son of Jo’seph. .

46 And Nathan ael said unto him, Can % there
any good thing come out of Naz'areth ? Phil'ip saith
unto him, Come and see. .

47 Je'sus saw Nathan’ael coming to him, and
saith of ;;ux’\, Behold an Is‘melite indeed, in whom
is no guile

48 Nathan ael saith unto him, Whence knowest
thou me ? Je’sus answered and said unto him,
Before 28 that Phil’xi) called thee, when thou wast
under_the fig tree, I saw_thee. . .

49 Nathan’acl answered 2?and saith unto him,
Rab’bi, thou art the Son of God: thou art 13 the
King of Is'rael,

Revised Version-—! on the morrow John was standing ; 2 he looked ; 3 and saith ; 4 And Jesus; 5 beheld ;
%and ; 7 abidest ; 8 ye shall ; ? therefore ; 19abode ; 3 they ; 120mit for ; 13 findeth first 3 ¥ Messiah ; 3 Omit

the ; %¥0mit And ; 7 unto ; 30Omit

And when ; 1? looked upon him, and said ; 2 John ; 2 Peter; Z0n the

morrow he was minded to go ; = he ;2 Jesus ;3 from ;3 of ; ¥ Omit there ; 38 Omit that ; 29 Omit and saith unto,

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Jesus and His first disciples, John 1 : 35-51.
\W.—~—The call of Matthew, Matt. 9 : 1-13. Th.~—True disciples, Luke 9 : 18-26,

‘second call, Matt, 4: 12-22,

T.~The

F.—Chosen to service, John 15 : 1-16. S.—Serving and following, Jobn 12 : 12-26. 8.—Reward of service,

Matt. 19 : 23-30.
THE LESSON
1. Jesus, TEACHER. ~
85-37. Again the next
day. As in v. 29, the
writer here gives day and
date—one of.the proofs that
he was an eyewitness of
the events he recorded.
John stood, and two of
hig disciples; their minds
filled with wondering, ex-
pectant thoughts Tegarding
the great Person whom John,
and perhaps they also, had
seen the day before. Look-
ing 1pon Jesus; fixing his
gaze upon Him with absorb-
cd attention. Behold the
.Lamb of God! The pure
and spotiess One. who, by
shedding His precious blood,
is to take away the world’s
sin. Disciples heard..
| followed Jegus. They be-
ANDREW lieved John's testimony that
Beari adcmss of ﬁe Jesus was the Messiah. They
shape called & St. An- wero attracted by the per-
drew's Cross. sonality of Jesus. They
were cager, therefore, to learn more of Him.
38, 39. Jesus..salth.. What seek ye? A
question to cncourage them: **He opened their
mouth because He wished to fill it”. Rabbl;
literally My Greatness””, a Hebrew title for a

EXPLAINED

teacher. Being intarpreted, Master. John wrote
his Gospel for Greek readers, and he therefore trans-
“lated the Hebrew title into.the Greek for ** master ”
or *teacher”. Where dwellest thou? They
would like at some suitable time to come and talk
with Him. Come and see. Jesus’ door is ever on
the Iatch. Every inquirer is welcome. Abode
with him that day; the remainder of the day.
That wonderful interview was still fresh in the mem-
ory of John, the old man, as he wrote his Gospel.
Tenth hour; probably four o'clock, p.m.

II. Jesus, SAVIOUR.—40-42. One. . wag
Andrew. The other wnas doubtless John, the
writer of the Gospel; otherwise he would be named.
John, according to his usual custom, suppresses
his own name. Simon Peter's brother, He
became more famous than Andrew. He findeth
farst his own brother (Rev. Ver.). . The meaning
apparently is, that John found his brother James,
(Matt, 10 : 2), but not until after Andrew had found
hig brother Simon. Found the Messlas. Their
conversation with Jesus had confirmed tho Baptist's
teaching. Messish, is the Hebrew name for
the Saviour promised in the Old Testament. Christ,

is from the Greck cquivalent (Christos). Both
names mean ** the Anointed . Jesus beheld him;

with a steadfast, searching gaze, reading his char-
acter through and through. Cephas,. A stone;
a mass of rock. Peter hag the same meaning in
Greek as Cephas in Hebrew. Jesus saw in Peter
onc fitted to become 2 foundation stone in His
‘church. {(Compare Matt. 16 : 18.)
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1II. Jesus, SoN OF GoD,—43-49. Jesus..
findeth Philip. The others had sought, or been
brought to, Jesus; Jesus Himself finds Philip. Of
Bethsalda. See Geography ILesson. Philip findeth
Nathanael ( Gift of God"); called eclsewhere
Bartholomew, Matt. 10: 3. Any good thing..
out of Nasareth ? This was so obscure a place—
it is never mentioned in the Old Testament—that
Nathanael thought that no man of mark could come
from it. Come and see; the best cure for prejudice.
An Israelite indeed; a possessor of the spirit of
faith thut won for Jacob the name Israel, * prince
with God”, Gen. 32: 28. No gutle; free from
deceitfulness like Jacob’s before he became Israel,
Gen. 27: 18-25. The 8on of God..King of
Israel; two titles of the Messiah, (sce Ps. 2: 6, 7).
Jesus' supernatural knowledge (vs. 47, 48) con-
vinced Nathanael that these titles belonged to Jesus.
All of these six first disciples afterwards became
apostles.

In vs. 50, 51, Jesus assures Nathanael that he will
see still stronger proofs that He is the Messiah.
He, ** the Son of Man”, will, like Jacob’s ladder
(Gen. 28 : 10-12), bring heaven and earth together,
so thut men can speak to God, und God can send
blessings upon men,

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
BerHsaina (the name
means * Fisher Home ™)
seems to have been the
name of two townson the
northern shore of the Sea
of Galilee. One of these,
called Bethsaida Julias,
in honor of the Emperor
Augustus’ dlaughter Julia,
was on the east bank
of the Jordan, nearits en-
trance into the Sea. The
other Bethsaida, the home
of Andrew and Peter and
Philip, was on the north-
west, shore’ of the Sea, in
a little vale bordering a beautiful curve in the beach.
Nazarern, the home of Jesus until He was thirty
years old, lay in a high valleyamongthehills of Galilee.

LESSON QUESTIONS
+35-37 To whom did John the Baptist now point

Mediterranean

- plants in a near-by field.

out Jesus ? What effect had the Bnmlsi,’g wpfus
on them ?  Where does Jesus say that He \\;ll druw_
all men to Himself 2 (John 12+ 32) "

388, 39 How did Jesus encourage tho two seckers ?
By what title did they address Him ? What ques-
tion did they ask ? WHhat was their object 7 What
invitation did Jesus give ? How long did they
remain with Him 2 Who nay come to Jesus (Rev.
22:17).

40-42 Give the names of the Baptist’'s two dis-
ciples who went after Jesus. Whom did they each
seek ? Which found his brother first 2 What was
this brother’s name ? What new name did Jesus
give to Him ? What is its meaning? When did
Peter preach a great sermon ? (Acts 2: 1, 14, etc.)

48-49 How did Philip become a follower of Jesus ?
Whom did he find ? What objection did Nathanael
make ? How did Philip mect it ¥ Where did Jesus
soy He had scen Nathanael before ? Of what did
this convince Nathanael ? What stronger proof that
Jesus is the Messiah would Natlunacl yat see?

TOPICS FOR DISGUSSION

1. Different \mys in which people are brought to
Christ.
2. Great men who have comz from obscurc pluccs

‘A LESSON FOR LIFE

We find what we look for. The children of a
famous naturalist could sce nothing to interest them
in the surroundings of their summer home, until
he set them to search out all the-different kinds of
They were astonished
and delighted at the: number of varieties they dis-
covered, But no searchers are so richly rewarded
as those who seek Jesus. Each day will bring new
discoveries of His grace wnd power.

Prove from Scripture— That Christ is all-sceing

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 8§4. What doth every
sin deserve?  A. Every sin deserveth God’s wrath
and curse, both in this life, and that which is to come.

The Question on Missions—3. How is school.
work carricd on? Schools are conducted much
as in Canada, with the seme general subjects. Up
to the fourth book, the children are taught in Hindi,
and then begin to study English. The two lan-
guages arc then taught together until the pupil
enters college, wWhere English only is uscd.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1." How did Joan and Andrew become followers of Jesus 2.vuviene civrniinanioetiransesesnnes .
2, What missionary work did they at onceundertake 2. . viei ittt ciiiier v iiiiriii i
3. How was Nathanasl convinced that Jesus was the Messiah 2. .00 iviiiiiiieiiirianeinneaanens



Jesus Cleanses the Lemple

Lesson IV. JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE January 26, 1908

BETWEEN THE LE3ISON3—The third day after the calling of Philip (ch. 1: 43), Jesus and His six
disciples attonded s marriage in Cana. During the marriage feast, the supply of wine failed. The family
would be sorely troubled at this, as, aceording to Eastern ideas, any lack of provision on suoch occasions was
a deep disgrace. Mary, the mother of Jesus, who was present as a relative or intimate friend of the family,
appealed to Him for help, and He, by a miracle, turned a quantity of water into wine, so that there was a
supply both abundant and excellent, vs. 1-11,  After this first miracle, Jesus, with His mother, His ‘brethren
and His disciples went to Capernaun, v.§12.

GOLDEN TEXT—Roliness becometh thine house, O Lord, for ever.—Psalm 93: 5.
Memorize vs. 15, 16. THE LESSON PASSAGE—John 2 : 13-22.

12

13 And the 1 Jews’ passover was at hand, and
Je’sus went up to Jeru’salem, )

14 And 2found in the temple those that sold oxen
and sheep and doves, and the changers of money
sitting ¢ .

15 %And when he had made a scourge of 4 small
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, $ and the
sheep, and the oxen; and 2 poured out the changers’
money, and overchrew 6 the tables ;

16 And 7said unto them that sold doves, Take
these things hence ; make not my Father’s house an
house of merchandise. ;

17 sAnd his disciples remembered that it was
written, The zeal of thine house ¢ hath eaten me up.

on—! f the Jews ; 2he ;3
Revied Vers! Pat sold the dov . $Omit And ; ® shall eat ; 10 The Jews therefore answered ;

sheep ; 8 their ; 7 to them that sold the doves he said ;

18 10 Then answered the Jews and said unto him,
What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou
doest these things 7

19 Je'sus answered and said unto them, Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

20 1 Then said the Jows, Forty and six years
was this temple in building, and wilt thou ! rear
it up in three days ?

21 But he spake of the temple of his body.

22 When therefore he was P risen from tne dead,
his disciples remembered that he ¥ had ata this unto
them ; and they believed the scripture, and the
word which Je’sus had said.

And he made ; ¢ of cords, and cast all out; & both the

1 The Jews therefore said ; 12 maise ; 13 raised ; ¥ spake this ; and.
Daily Peadings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A)—M.—Jesus cleanses the temple, John 2 : 13-22. T.—Another

cleansing, Mk. 11 : 11-19,

Ps. 84 8.—No defilement, Rev. 21: 22-27.

‘W.—Hezckiah’s good deed, 2 Chron. 29: 1-11; 15-19.
the temple, 2 Chron, 34 : 1-11. T.—The house of prayer, 2 Chron. 6: 12-21.

Th.—Josiah cleanses
S.—Longing.for God's house,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

RIVERSE

osvirse

A SILVER SHEKEL OF B.C. 140

On the one side is « lily, with the inscription, “Jer-
usalem the Holy,’”” and on the cther 2 cup with the
‘date above it, and the inscription, ** Sheiel of Israel ».
The letters are ¢ Old Hebrew’.

I. A SiNroL TRrAFFIC.—18, 14. The Jews’
passover; onc of the three great Jewish feasts,
It was beld late in March or carly in April. Tho
other two feasts were Pentecost, fifty days after the
Passover, and Tabernacles, in October. (See Ex.
23: 14-17; 34: 23; Deut. 16: 16.) Jesus went
up to Jerusalem; whither all Jews were required
by the law of Moses to go, in order to celebrate cach
of the three feasts just named. This was considered
a high privilege by sll good Jows. Found in the
temple; where Jesus, a boy of twelve, had sat
among the teachers, Luke 2: 46. Surrounding the
templo proper, were several enclosures called courts
(sce Geography Lesson). Sold (in the outcrmost
court, called the Court of tho Gentiles) oxen and
sheep and doves; which were used in the sacrifices
required at the Passover. Changers of rmoney;
who exchanged the forcign coin of the many Jews

who came from countries outside of Palestine to
celebrate the Passover at Jerusalem, for the Jewish
half-sheker {obout 28 cents) required of each Jew
as a temple tax. The selling of animals for sacrifice
and the money changing were right in themselves,
when carried cp in a proper place, and honestly.

II. A SterN PunisHMENT. —15-17. A
scourge of small cords; ropes made into 8 Roman
flagellum, or scourge with several lashes. Drove
them all out. Their consciecnce made them cow-
ards. It was a common belief among the Jews that
the Messiah would begin His work by cleansing the
temple from overy stain of evil, Mal. 3: 1-3. This
act of Jesus ¥as also, therefore, practically a claim
on His part that He was the Messiah, Poured out
+ . MONEy. . overthrew the tables; making thor-
ough work. Them that sold doves, otc. Theso
would be in cages and. so could not be driven out.
My Father's house. Compare Luke 2 : 49
{Rev. Ver) The Mari of thirty shows the same
spirit-as the Boy of twelve, He was a loyal Son, and
was filled with burning indignation when He saw
the place profaned thut had been set aside for Xis
Father’s worship. House of merchandise; a
place for ordinary worldly traffic. In Matt. 21: 13
stronger words aro used. Disciples remembered.
The strange and startling actions and words of the
Saviour seemed to them to fulfil the prophecy here
quoted from Ps. 69: 9. Zeal..rhall cat me up
(Rev. Ver ) ; carnestness for God’s glory shsll wear
Me out. Jesus spent Himself without stint in the
service of God.

III. A Borp CmaLLENGE.—18-22. What
sign, cte. ? The Jews asked Jesus for a miracle
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to prove that He was acting by divine authority.
Destroy this temple..in three days I will
raise it up. Tho Jews did not understand this
saying; but they afterwards, at His trial before
Caiaphas, brought it up as a charge against Him,
Matt. 26 : 61; Mark 14 : 58. Forty and six years,
etc. This was ‘the third temple. The first was
built by Solomon and destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar.
Zerubbabel, the leader under whom the Jews re-
turned from Babylon, built the second. Herod
rebuilt Zerubbabel's temple, commencing his work
about’ B. C. 20. Xe spake of his body. This
was the temple He would raise up, to prove that He
was acting and speaking_ in God’s name.
THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
The temple
—I'L built by. Herod
the Great, with
its courts, occu-

F l ,
# s pied an area near-
£ El 3 2 ly square, the
east .and west
£ # I sides being about

1,000 feet long,
and those to the
north and south

— LI JL T

Y alittloless. This
space wasdivided
— | N - into an ot.er and

inner court. The

c fn't Cotixrghof vt,hé Gengilesb ’ 2. outer court was
ourt of the Women. 3. Court galled the Court
of the Men. Court of the M
Priests. 3. Alta? 6. Temple. ©f the Gentiles,
becauso Gentiles

were admitted to it., From the outer court
the temple was reached by passing through, first,
the Court of the Women, and then through the
Courts for the priests and for the men of Isracl
The temple itself was built of huge blocks of whit+
marble, having the front walls to the east ornamented
with thick plates of gold, which shone with dazz-
ling splendor in the rays of the rising sun. It stood
on Mount Morish, one of the threc hills on which
Jerusalem is built. The site is now occupied by
the Mohammedan Mosque of Omar.

AN ORYENTAL SIDELIGHT
“ It is a touching sight to sce the Jews, in Jer-
usalem, on a Friday afternoon, assembled just east-
ward of the ruined walls of their ancient temple,
praying towards the place where Jehovah's name

was set. Old and young, men, women and childron,
gather thero, and read anew in the scriptures the
prophecies of the desolation of the Holy City, and
of its restoration.”

LESSON QUESTIONS

Where had Jesus attended a marriage ? What
miraclé had He wrought ? Whither aid Ho after-
wards go ? Who accompanied Him ?  *

13, 14 Which feast of the Jews was now at hand ?
Whither did Jesus go to celebrateit 2 What did He
find in the temple ? Why did this make Him in-
dignang ?

16-17 How did He show His displeasure ? What
did He call the temple 2 Into what had if been
turned ? Of what did Jesus’ actions remind His
disciples ? Where, in the Gospels, does God call
Jesus His Son (Matt. 3 : 17; Mark 1 : 11, Luke 3 : 22).

18-22 What demand did the Jews make ? Give
Jesus’ reply. What was His meaning? How many
temples were there ? Name the builder of each.
What use was afterwards made of Jesus' words ?
When only did His disciples understand Jesus’ re-
ply to the Jews ? Give an Old Testament prophecy
of His resurrection. (Ps. 16: 10.) Where is this
prophecy referred to in the New Testament ? (Acts
2: 29-32))

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is it ever right to be angry ? If so, when?
2. Evils which we can help to remedy.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Every son has his father’s honor in his keeping.
His actions will bring either credit or disgrace upon
the family name. God is our heavenly Futher.
He has called us into His family. This high position
carries with it the obligation to do nothing that will
bring dishonor upon Him or upon His cause. Every
true and loyal child of God will hold his heavenly
Father’s honor dearer than life.

Prove from Scripture—7'hat Christ 78 the Ruler
in the church.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 82-84.

The Question -on Missions—t. How do the
boys and girls compare with those in Canada ?
Children in Indin have in most cases uncducated
parents, and their home surroundings are not help-
ful. EBut they are quick to learn; imitative, and
gota at memorizing. They are apt at language,
and many learn to read and speak English readily.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Describe the traffic which Jesus found going on in the temple 2. .ciieieieeinedianeiaenenas
2. Of what was Jesus’ cleansing of the temple 2 sign2........... e ieeereeteneaeans Ao reeeasiea
3. What temple did He say He would reutild in three days ?..... Ceveevetesemgetsttaanattaannens

ceaae
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Lesson V. JESUS THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD  February 2, 1908

BETWEEN THE LESSONS——The Passover celebration extended over seven days. During this period,
after the cleansing of the temple and the discussion with the Jewish authorities (see last Lesson, ch. 2 : 13-22),
Jesus turned to the multitudes, to carry on amongst them His work of teaching and healing (see v. 23). At
this time He wrought a number of miracles, although none of these are recorded (comparechs.3: 2; 4: 45,
20 : 30). Many of those who witnessed the miracles were so impressed, that, for a time, they believed on
Him as thg Messinh. But their faith lacked depth and sincerity, and hence Jesus did not trust Himself to

them, or open to them His heart.

GOLDEN TEXT-—For Ggg:o Ioved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoéver believeth in

should not perish, but have everlasting life.—John
THE LESSON PASSAGE—John 3: 14-21.

Memorize vs, 14-16.

14 And as Mo‘ses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up :

15 That whosoever believeth Yin him should
not perish, but have cternal life. R

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever beligveth 2in
him should not perish, but have 3 everlasting life.

17 For God sent not 4 his Son into the world to
5 condemn the world ; but that the world ¢ through
him might be save .

18 He that believeth on him is not 7 condemned :
8 but he that believeth not ? is condemned already,

33 16.

Study John 3 : 1-21.
because he hath not believed 2in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.

19 And this is the 10 condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved 4darkness
rather than 1 light, because their deeds -were ovil.

. 20 For every one that doeth 12evil hateth the
light, 13 neither cometh to the light, lest his ¢ decds
should be reproved.

21 But he that doeth 4 truth cometh to the light,

that his M deeds may be made manifest, that they
1% are wrought in God.

Revised Version—! nay in him have eternal life ; 2on ; 3etornnl ; 4 the ; 3 judge ; 9should be saved
through him ; 7 judged ; 8Onat but ; © hath heen judged ; 1° judgment, that the ; 1t the light ; for their works ;

12§11 ; 13 and cometh not ; ¥ works ; S have been.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Jesus, the Saviour of the world, John 3: 1-21,
W.—A new creature, 2 Cor. 5: 14-21.

Born of God, 1 John 5: 1-13.

T
Th.—Flesh and spirit, Rom. 8 : 1-10,

F.—The brazen serpent, Num. 21 :49. 8§, —The Gift of love, 1 John 4:4-14. 8.—~Gresat love, Rom.

8:31-39.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Among those who had been
deeply impressed by the teach-
ings and miracles of Jesus, was
‘* Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews”, that is, a member of
the Sanhedrin, the great Jewish
Council. He came to Jesus (sce
vs. 1-13), to learn more as to
who Ha was and-what were His
teachings. He chose the night
for his visit, probably for fear
of his fellow Sanhedrists, who
were opposed to Jesus. Jesus
tells His visitor that no man
can become a member of the
kingdom of God, unlcss he is
born again, that is, receives a
new divine life. This life from
above is the one greatest need
of all mankind. To supply it,
Jesus Himself came down from
heaven to earth.

1. A UNIvErRsAL PROVISION. — 14.

desert serpents (see Num. 21: 6-9). Must. Only
in this way could men be saved from sin; and to
save mcn was Jesus' chief desire.  The Son of man
be litted up; that is, on the cross, that He might
make the love of God fully known, and draw men
to Himself, ch. 12: 32, 33. .

II. A UNiversan OFFER.—15-17. Whoso-
ever believeth; looks to the Saviour with trust and
confidence, as the poisoned Israclites looked to the

JESUS AND NICODEMUS

As
Moses lifted up the scrpent; clevating it upon a
pole, so that .it could be secn from all parts of the
camp by every Isigelite bitten by the poisonous

brazen serpeént. May in him
have eternal life (Rev. Ver.).
The fountain of life is in Christ;
its streams flow to all belicvers.
God so loved the world;
the whole human race, not the
chosen people of lsrael only, as
the Jews, for the most part,
believed. Thathe gave. The
measure of God’s love is the
gift of the Son. Only begot-
ten Son; the Son of God in a
sense true of no other, and from
whom all others obtain their
right to become sons of God,
ch. 1:12. Whosoevar believ-
eth ; rcpeated from v. 15, to
emphasize the truth thut the
gospel is for all, Should not
perish ; suffer the loss of all
that is good in life, both in
this world and in the world
to come. “ Perish” must point to some very
terrible fate, else so great @ price had not been
paid to save men from it. Have etermal life
(Rev. Ver.); a life of blessedness, begun here and
made perfect in eternity.

I1I. A UNIVERSAL REQUIREMENT.—18-21.
For God sent not the Son . . to judge (Rev. Ver.).
1f He were to judge, there could be only one sen-
tence : all are guilty before God, Rom."3: 10. But
..the world..be saved. God’s purpose is us
wide as the ruce, and it is a purpose of salvation.
Believeth. Taith is the channel by which pardon
and ifc come tous. Not judged (Rev. Ver.). The
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penalty of his sin has been already paid by the lifting
up of Jesus on the cross. Ho bore the punishment
which men deserved because of their sin (sce 1 Pet.
2: 24), Belitveth not..judged already (Rev.
Ver.) ; left under the curse of his own evil deeds,
and condemned for rejecting the Gift of God’s love.
This is the judgement, ctc. (Rev. Ver.). Wicked
men reject the light, because it reveals what they
wish to hide. Doeth truth cometh to the light.
The sincere man welcomes. the light, because it shows
him the way to God anu to Gddlikeness. Wrought
in God. He alone can give the strength which
will enable us to do any good deed. "

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
JenusaLeM, the capital
of Palestine, is situated
on & tahle-land of the Cen-
tral Range of bills running
through the country from
north to south. The city
is in a line with the north-
ern end of the Dead Ses.
The table-land is surround-
ed on all sides, except the
north, by deep wvalleys.
Another valley, called the
Valley of the Kidron, run-
ning northward half-way
up and sending out, like
the arc of a circle, a branch
due west, cuts the table-
land into three hills, To the east, is-the Mount of
Olives, which overlooks the city; to the west, 2 long
ndge called Mount Moriah, on which the temple
stood, and to the southwest, Mount Zion, which
David captured from the Jebusites, 2 Sam. 5: 7,

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

* At Wady Fayrau ", says a traveler in the East,
*“ there came a poor cripple asking help. He had
been bitten by one of the fiery serpents of the desert.
Rudo attempts at checking the sweep of poison had
resulted in the sloughing off of his foot and the lower
part of his leg; and an ugly stump, with its withered
muscles and its protruding bone was the result.”

LESSON QUESTIONS

How long did the Passover celebration last ?
How was Jesus occupied during this time ? What

- is the act of drinking.

effect had His miracles on the people 2 Why did
Jesus not trust Himself to them ?

Who came to visit Jesus ?  'What was his purpose ?
Why did he come at night ? What great truth did
Jesus teach him ? Who alone can give the new
lifo to men ? ’ .

14 To what Old Testament incident does Jesus
refer 2 What does He say must be done to Himself ?
To what does this refer ?

16-17 Who are saved by the death of Christ ?
Show that no one else can save us. (Acts 4: 12))
To whom does God’s love extend ? What is the
measure of it ? Explain ** only begotten”. What
is it to “ perish ”? 2 What are we to understand by
‘‘eternal life”” ? To whom did Paul say he was
bound to preach the gospel 2 (Rom. 1: 14, 15.)

18-21 What does Paul say about the believer’s
deliverance from condemnation 2 (Rom. 8: 1)

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The need of the new birth.
2. Without Christ, no salvation.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

*“ The little gospel ”’, Luther loved to call John
3: 16. For, indeed, it contains, wrapped up in a
single sentence, God’s plan for saving the world.
The love of God—there is the unfailing fountain.
The gift of Christ—there is the stream, abundant
and life-giving, * Whosoever believeth —there
' Not perish, but have eter-
nal life "—there are the blessed and enduring re-
sults.

Prove from Scripture—That sin destroys men.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 85. What doth God
require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse
due to us for sin? A. To escape the wrath and curse
of God due to us for sin, God requireth of us faith
in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with the dili-
gent use of all the outward means whereby Christ
communicateth to us the benefits of redemption.

The Question on Missions—5. What Bible
training is given ? Every class in school spends
at least one hour a day in Bible study. In the
orphanages special attention is paid to this, and
extra time given to it outside of school hours. There
are special classes for training Bible teachers, and
these are attended by children of the higher grades.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. For whom is salvetion throngh Christ provided ?........ e erieiaes e [P ees
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Lesson VI.

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria

JESUS AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA

February 9, 1908

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Jesus left Jerusalom and went to carry on His work as s Teacher, in the
country parts of Judea, ch. 3: 22, A dispute arose between John’s disciples and the Jews, probably as to

, whother Jesus’ baptism (ch. 4 : 1) or the Baptist’s—had the greater power to cleanse from sin.

When John's

disciples refer the question to him, he answers them by bearing noble testimony to the greatness of Jesus,

ch. 3: 25-36.

GOLDEN TEXT-—If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and driniz.—-]ohn 7% 37

Memorize vs. 23, 24.

19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive
that thou art o prophet. A . .

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain ;
and ye say, that in Jeru’snlem is the place where men
ought to worship. 5 .

%l. Je’sus saith unto her, Woman, belicve e
the hour cometh, when !ye shall neither in this
mountain, nor 2yet at Jeru’salem, 3 worship the
Father.

22 Ye worship ‘ye know not what: we know
what we worship : for salvation is 8 of the Jews.

23 But_the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worslu?l the Father in spirit
and %in truth: for 7 the Father 3 seeketh such to
worship him.

Revised Verston—! Omit ye shall ; 2in ; 3shall ye
we know ; 5 from ; 8Omit in ; 7 such doth ; 8 seek to be

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Jobn 4 : 19-29.

Study John 4 : 142,
24 God 18 a spirit : and they that worship him

must worship 9 him in-spirit and ¢ in truth.

25 The woman saith unto him, I know that
10 Messi‘ns cometh, which is called Christ : when hg
is come, he will 1 tell us all things.

26] Je'sus saith unto her, 1 that speak unto thee
am he.

- 27 And upon this came his disciples, and 12 mar-
velled that he 13 talked with the woman : yet no man
said, What seekest thou ? or, Why 1 talkest thou
with her ?

28 18 The woman then 'left her waterpot, and
went 1 her way into the city, and saith to the men,

29 Come, seq a man, which told me all things
that ever I did : 37 is not this the Christ ?

+ 4 that which ye know not ; we worship that which )
his worshippers ; 9 Omit him ; 19 Messiah ; 1! declare

unto ; 2 they ; 13 wag speaking with a woman ; 1 speakest ; 1% So the woman ; 10 away ; Y.can this-be.
Daily Beadings—(Courtesy, LB.R.A.)—M.—Jesus and the woman of Samaria, John 4: 1-15, T—

Jesus and the womun of Samaria, John 4 : 16-30. W —Jesus and the woman of Samdria, John 4 : 3142,

Th.—The Samaritans, 2 Kgs. 17 : 24-34 F.—Wells of salvation, Isa. 12, S.—Without price, Isa. 55: 1-7,

S.—'* Whosoever will.” Rev 22: 1-7; 1721

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Jesus, in order to avoid giving offence by any

sceming rivairy towards Jobn the Baptist, left Judea, *

with His disciples. The goal of His journey was
Galilee. The ‘usual route from Judea to Galileo
was through Perea, to avoid Samaria (see below
on vs. 19-21). But Jesus determined to go through
Samaria. His grace overleaps the boundaries be-
tween jealous peoples. On the journey, He comes
to Jacob’s well. As He rested there, while His
disciples were away buying food ‘in the near-by
town, a Samaritan woman came to the well to draw
water. Jesus asked of her a drink, and in the con-
versation that followed, offered to her the living
water, v3. 1-18.

I. Tee Trun WorsHIP —19-28.  Sir; » title
of respect. The woman had been deeply impressed
by Jesus’ words and manner. Thou art a prophet;
because Ho had told her of her past life, vs. 16-18.
Our fathers; ancestors. The Samaritans. wero a
mixed population, with a mixed religion (see 2 Kgs.
17 : 24-41). They claimed to be true Jsraclites,
and professed to keep the laws of Moses; but there
was bitter hatred between them and the people of
Judea. Worshipped in this mountain; pointing
to Mount Gerizim, at the foot of which was Jacob’s
well. A temple had been built on the mountain.
In Jerusalem; where the temple of the Jews stood.

22-24. Believe me; words introducing a state-
ment of great importance. The hour; the time of
true gospel worship, in which place and form are
nothing, and spirit i= everything. Nelther.. this
mountain . . nor. . Jerusalem. Worship may be
‘offerad wherever there is a loving, trustful heart.
‘Worship the Father. This blessed name settles
all questions about worship. The true cbild will
give to the Father love, reverence, obedience—and

these make up real worship-—not in this place or
that alone, but everywhere and always. Ye know
no{, otc. Because they rejected all of the Old
Testament, except the TFive Books of Moses, the
Samaritans did
not know God as
He bad revealed
Himeelf in. _the
history of Isrgel
after their settle-
ment in Canaan.
Salvation.is of
the Jews. Theirs
were the agqicient
promises, ‘and
from their roce
the Christ was to
spring. Worship
.+ in spirit ; in-
dependently o f
particular places
or forms or cere-~
monies. Truth ;
with reality and
intelligence. Fa-
ther geeketh;
and therefore we
are encouraged to scek Him. @God is a Spirit; and
80 is not confined to special places, but speaks and
is spoken to everywhere, if the beart is pure and
obedient.

II. Tee MESSIAR.—25-29. I Know that
Messias cometh. From many passages in the
Books of Moses (especially Deut. 18: 15), and
from their knowledge of Jewish ideas, the Samaritans
had been led to expect the coming of the Messiah.

JEWISH WATERPOTS
Of earthenware, such as the one
which woman ¢f Samaria brought
to carry water from Jacob’s well.
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Tell us all things. What she needed to be 'told
most of 8}l was how she might be saved from her
pins. I..am he. The woman had been brought
face to face with her sin; now she is face to face with
her Saviour. Disciples..marvelled; because it
was unusual amongst the Jews for a teacher to talk
with a woman. Is not this the Ohrist ? Jesus’
knowledge of her past life convinced her that His
claim to be the Messiah was true. The disciples *
were thus encouraged by seeing the firstfruits of
the harvest that awaited them as reapers.

Vs. 30 to 42 tell of the conversation of Jes:ss and
His disciples, and of His two days’ stay amongst
the Samaritans, during which many of them were
led to beligve in Him as their Saviour. . -

THE GEQGRAPHY LESSON

The Lesson takes us to
the valley between Mts.
Ebal and Gerizim, on the
highway through Samaria
from Judea to Galilee. At
the foot of Mt. Gerizim
is Jacor’s WELL, now 70
feet deep and lined with
rough masonry. The
depth is much less than
foxmerly, owing to the
number of stones thrown
into it-by visitors. There,
are a number of foun-
taing in the valley; but
Jacob had dug this well
-probably to be independ-
ent of his heathen: neighbors. Nearly a mile from
Jacob's Well, at the faot of Mt. Ebal, is the modern
village of Askar. It is generally believed that this
is the ancient Sycrax, from which the woman came
to draw water and found Jesus resting by the well.

Mediterrancan

AN ORBRIENTAYL SIDELIGHT

There is an Oriental legend of a fountain into whose
waters a good angel infused the mrysterious power
that s new fountain rose and gushed wherever some
drops fell on the barren plain; so that a traveler
carrying a portion of this water could safely traverse
any desert, however wide or dry, because he took
with him the secret of unfailing springs, and he could
impart their waters to others.—Teloubet.
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LESSON QUESTIONS

How had the rulers in Jerusalem treated Jesus ?
Whither did He go from that city ?

Why did Jesus leave Judea ? Whither was He
going ¢ Whero did He rest 2 What person’ came
thither ? What did Jesus ask of her ? What did
He promise to give her ?

19-24 Why did the Samgritan woman belicve
Jesus tg be & prophet 2 What question did she ask
Him to settle ? Who were tho Sumaritans ? What
feeling existed between them and the people of
Judea ? By what name does Jesus call God 2 What
feelings, therefore, enter into His children’s worship ?
Ixplain, * Salvation is of the Jews”. What is
the real nature of God ?

26-29 Who did Jesus tell the woman He was ?
To whom did she make this known ?¢ How long did
Jesus stay amongst the Samaritans 2 What was the
result of this stay ?

‘TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The place of forms in worship.
2, The duty of shariog the gospel with others.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

‘* Have you fouad the Saviour ?”’ a man was once
asked * No”, he replied, * but I am seeking.
‘“ Then there is sure to be a finding, for He also is
secking you.” Jesus came all the way from heaven
tn seek us, and if we are secking Him, it is certain
that we shall meet Him, and the meeting will be
more joyful than words can teli. *

—

Prove from Scripture—That worship must be
from the heart,

Shorter CGatechism—Ques. 86. What s faith
in Jesus Christ? A. Faith in Jesus Christ is s
saving grace, whercby we receive and rest upon him
alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel,

The Question on Missions—§. What Christian
work do the boys and girls undertake ? Boys in
training as Bible teachers go.out for several weeks
each year to assist the evangelisty, who preach
the gospel among the villages. Others help with
singing at evening street meetings. . Girls sometimes
go out with a missionary or native teacher to tell
the story of Jesus to the women and children of &
near-by wvillage., . '

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What was there remarkable in Jesus’ traveling through Ssmaria?...... S

2. What kind of worship does GOd TeqUIrC ?.«.eueverreniiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiatiiinannaeanaes

3. How did the woman of Samaria hecome 8 ISSIONALY 2 veeiviieiiivieninrennas eeeeveseenaas
&
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Lesson VII.

Jesus Heals the Nobleman’s Son

JESUS HEALS THE NOBLEMAN’S SON February 16, 1908

BETWEEN THE LESSONS - From the city of Sychar in Samaria, where, through the testimony of the
woman who came to Him at Jacob’s Well, and then by His own words, He hard won many followers, Jesus,

with His disciples, resumed His journey to Galilee.

-

GOLDEN 1544 - aut ludu weaevCu e WOrd \..l’ml: Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.—
ohn 4: so0.

Memorize vs. 49, 50.

43 1 Now after two days he departed thence, and
went into Gal‘ilee. X
44 For Je'sus_himself testified, that a prophet
hath no_honour in his own country. )
45 2Then when he was come Wnto Galilee, the
Galilie’ans received him, having seen all the tfnngs
that he did 3 at Jeru’salem at the feast : for they also
, went unto_the feast. L. .
46 4So J¢’sus came again into Ca‘na of Gal'ilee,
where he made the water wine.  And there was a
certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Caper'naum.
47 When he heard that Je’sus was come out of
Judie’a’into Gal’ilee, he went unto him, and besought
him that he would come down, and heal his son :
oint of death,

for he was at the
¢’sus unto him, Except ye sce

48 5 Then said

ed Version—! And after two days he went forth from_thence into ; ? So when he came ;
e 5 Jesus therefor% said ; 8in no wise ; 7Omit And :.'3 spake ; ©Omit and
10 that his son lived. So he inquired ; ! therefore ; 12 that hour in which ; ¥sign ;

came therefore again unto ;

THE LESSON PASSAGE-—John 4 : 43-54.

signs and wonders, ye will 8 not belieye.
* 49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down
erc my child die. K
50 j'c sus saith unto him, Go thy wa&;; th}r son
liveth. 7 And the man believed the word that Je sus
8 had spoken unto him, and he went his way.
51 And as he was now going down, his servants
met him, 9and told him, saying, ¥ Thy son liveth.
52 Then enquired he of them the hour when he
began to awmend. 7And they said !!'unto him,
Yesterday .at the seventh hour the fever left him.
53 So the father knew that i was at 12 the same
hour, in the which Jo’sus said unto him, Thy son
liveth : and himself believed, and his whole house.
54 This 78 again the second 1 miracle that Je'sus
did, !* when he was come out of Judw’a into Gal‘ilee,
3in; 4 He
0 told him ;
1 having come.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, IL.B.R.A.)—M.—Jesus heals the nobleman’s son, John 4: 43-54¢ T—

First miracle at Cana, John 2 : 1-11,

W —A centurion’s servant, Matt. 8 : 5-13. Th,—A ruler’s faith, Matt.

9: 1826. F.—Great faith. Matt. 15: 21-28, S —Faith needful, Heb, 11: 1-6. 8.—Salvation by faith,

Rom. 10: 1-13.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. THE MEETING.—
43-45. Atter two days;
which Jesus had spent
at Sychar, v. 40. De-
parted thence.. into
Galilee; carrying out
the purpose of v. 3.
For. In this verse John
gives the reason for
Jesus’ going to Galilee.
Jesus himselt testi-

fled. The reason is
given in Jesus’ own
words. A prophet..

in his own country ;
a proverb in common
use, then as now. Jesus’
otwn country was Galilee,
in which province was
Nazareth, His home for

thirty years. He had
A ROMAN CENTURION | {5t Judea (v. 1), be-
cause Ris increasing

popularity scemea likely to. bring Him into
conflict with the jenious Pharisees. Awmong the
Galileans, however, He would be a3 one of themselves,
and therefore trouble was less likely to arise because
of over popularity. Gallleeans received him;
gave Him an unexpeztedly warm welcome. Having
seen all the things..at Jerusalem at the feast
(the Passover, v. 13, etc.). Jesus’ miracles on that
oceasion had powerfully inpressed the beholders,
and visitors from Galilee had carried His fame back
to their own country. They also went unto the
feast; at Jerusalem, as all Jews were required' by
Moses’ law to do.

46-48. Jesus came, , into Cana; where He might

naturally expect a friendly welcome because of the
miracle He had wrought there, ch. 2: 1-11. A
certain nobleman; un officer at the court of Hercd,
then ruler of Galilee. 8on was sick at Capernaum;
twenty-five miles from Cana, Heard..Jesus was
come. Likely the nobleman knew of the former
miracle at Cana, or of those Wrought at Jerusalem.
Went unto him ; impelled by his yearning love for
his son. Besought him..come down, and
heal. He believed that Jesus was able to heal his
son, but not that He could heal him at a distance.
‘The nobleman’s faith was strong, but not vet strong
enough. At the point of death. There was
urgent need of haste. Except..signs and won-
ders; two names for miracles. The second pictures
the miracle as an outward marvel; the first points
to its effect on the mind and heart of the beholder.
Will not believe; unlike the people of Samurin,
who had believed the words of Jesus without a mir-
acle, v. 42. Jesus desires that we should bhave the
faith that just takes Him at His word.

II. TAE MIRACLE.—49, §0. Come down ere
my child die. Anxiety for the loved son crowds
out every other thought from the father’s mind.
And the father’s distress touched the heart of Jesus,
as distress always does. But He would not have
the man think that, to beal, He must be present
at the sick-bed. Go..son Uveth; the words of
One whom disease and even death must obey (see
Ps. 107 : 20). Believed the word. Now at last
his faith was strong enough to trust the bare word
of Jesus, without any outward sign.

III. TBRE MESSAGE.—b61-64. Going down ;
from Cana among the hills of Galilee, to his home
at Capernaum on the sea shore, confident that he
would find his son healed. Servants.. told him
.. Thy son liveth. What a reward of his faith !




Jesus Heals the Nobleman’s Son

Inquired . . the hour.. bsgan to amend. The
father thinks that tho cure would be gradual. Yes-
terday at the seventh hour; that is, one o’clock
in the afternvon. The fever left him. The cure
had been instantancous. The same hour .. Jesus
sald . . son liveth, His' faith, then, had not been
misplnced, Himself believed, and his whole
nouse. His own faith, weak at first, had grown
atrong; now, through his testimony, it spread aiso
to others: * The first converted family” (Cam-
bridge Bible). Second miracle. The first wag
the turning of water into wine. That confirmed
the fzith of the disciples (ch. 2 : 11); this, the faith
of the nobleman. .

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

About eight miles to
the northeast of Nazareth,
.there is to-day a small vil-
lage ona lonely hill. This
is Cana, the home of Na-
thangel, and the scene of
two of our Lord’s mir-
acles. The name, meaning
* the place of reeds’, ix
most suitahle, as the vii-
lage overlooks a marshy
plain, where reeds are
still plentiful,

CAPERNAUM--nOW call-
ed Khan Minyeh, was an
important city in New
Testament times. Situated
on the northwest shore of the Lake of Galilee, on 2
main roud from east to west, it was a station for a
bodv of Roman soldiers (Luke 7: 2, 8), and had
a customs house, where Jesus found Matthew,
(Matt. 9: 9, etc.). The commander of the soldiers,
to please the people, built a synagogue, Luke 7: 5.

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

The quantity of marshy land in the neighbor-
hood of Capernaum, especially at the entrance of
the Jordan into the Lake, has made fever of o zery
malignant type at times the characteristic of the
locality, so that the physicians would not allow
Josephus, when hurt by his horse sinking in the
neighboring marsh,;to sleep even a single night in
Capernaum, but hurried him on to Tarichma.—
Geikie,
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LESBON QUESTIONS

43-48 How long had Jesus heen at Sychar ?
Whither had it been His purpose to go 2 Why had
He left Juden 2 Why was He wacmly welcomed in
Galilee ? Why did He go first to Cana? What
was the nobleman’s request 7 How had he been
led to come with it to Jesus ? How did the strength
of his faith show itself 2 How did Jesus expose
its weakness ?

49, 50 In what words does the father renew his
request ? What was Jesus' response 2 How does
the man show that his faith had grown stronger ?
What does Jesus say that even the weakest faith
can do?  (Luke 17: 6.)

61-64 What message does the father receive on
the way home ? At what hour had his son became
well 2 Who, besides the nobleman himself, were
led to- believe in Jesus ?  Mention another house-
hold who became believers. (Acts 16 : 34.)

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What faith can do.

2. The power of unseen forces.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

We trust a doctor who has proved his gkill by
curing multitudes of sick people. We trust a cap-
tain who has brought his ship safely through many
a storm. And, with far better reason, may we

rust Jesus. In all the ages He has shown Himself
abl and willing to help and bless. We may come
to Him with perfect confidence. He will never
disappoint us. _ )

Prove from Scripture—7hat the words of Jesus
stand.

Shorter Catechism—Queés. 87. What is re-
pentance unto life? A. Repentance unto life is a
saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense
of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God
in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn
from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor
after, new obedience.

The Question on Missions—7. What oppor-
tunities are there for the work of native preachers ?
While there is much work which only the missionary
can do, he cannot reach the people as readily as can
one of themselves: The native preachers can go
about.at all seasons; and it is only through them
thal, the thousands in Central India can hope to
hear the gospel. !

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What request did the nobleman make of Jesus 2. ...ovvveenvineenennn




20 Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda

Lesson VIIL JESUS AT THE POOL OF BETHESDA Febraary 23, 1908

BETWEEN THE LESSON8—Jesus at Jacob’s Well had spoken (ch. 4 : 35) of its being then four months
before the harvest sedson, which began in the middle of April. It was therefore about the middle of December
when He came into Galilee and wrought the miracle of healing tho nobleman's son (see last Lesson). The
feast spokoen of in to-day’s Lesson was probably the Feast of Purim, held in March, to commemorate the de-
liverance of the Jews by Queen Esther from the wicked plot of Haman, Esth. 9: 21, 22, 26. The interval
between last Lesson and to-day's was, thercfore, about three months. We are not told how Jesus was occu-
pied during this time.

GOLDEN TEXT—Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.— Matthew 8: x7,
Memorize vs. 8, 9. THE LESSON PASSAGE—John 5: 1-9. Study John 5 : 1-18,

1 After ! this there was a feast of the Jows ; and
Je/sus went up to Jerw'salem.

2 Now there is 2at_Jeru'salem by the sheep
3 market a pool, which is called 4in the He’brew
tongue Bethes’da, having five porches. |

3 In these lay a igreat multitude of ¢impotent
folk, of blind, halt, withered, 7 waiting for the moving
of the water. N

4 For an angel went down at a certain season
into the pool, and troubled the water : whosoever
then first after the troubling of the water step&)ed
in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.

5 And a certain man was there, which had 8 an

infirmity thirty and cight years.

en Jesus saw him 9lie, and knew that he
had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto
him, 10 Wilt thou be made whole ? .

7 The 1 impotent man answered him, Sir, I have
no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into
the pool : but while I am coming, another steppeth
down before me. . N

8 Je’sus saith unto him, 2 Rise, take up thy bed,
and walk. i

9 And ¥ immediately the man was made whole,
and took up his hed, and walked : and on the same
day was the sabbath.

Revised Version—! these things ; 2in ; 3 gate ; 4 in Hebrow ; S Omit great ; ¢ them that wero sick ; 7 Omit
from_waiting, to end of v. 4 ; 8been thirty and cight years in his infirmity ; ®lying; 19 Wouldest ; ¥ sick;

12 Arige ; 13 straightway.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda, John'5 : 1-18, T.—Christ’s
authority, John 5 : 19-30, W, -Testimony to Christ, John 5 : 31-47. Th. —Helper of the helpless, Luke 5 ;

F.—A question unanswered, Mk, 3 : 1-8,
1-15.

17-26.
‘giving, Psalm 107 :

S.—Objectors vilenced, Luke 13 : 10-17,

8.—~Thanks-

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. A DeESPERATE CASE.—

woman, ch. 4: 18. Saith un.

1-5. After this; that is, the
healing of the nobleman’s son
—bhow long after is told in,
Between the Lessons, which
also explains which feast of the
Jews is likely meant. Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. It
'was not required that the Jews
should go to Jerusalem to keep
the feast of Purim, but many
went, and the presence of [
the crowds would afford Jesus
a guod opportunity fur teaching
and preaching. By the sheep
gate (Rev. Ver.); a gate near
the temple, to the east of the
city (Neh. 3: 1, 32; 12:. 39),
probably s0 named from its
leading to a sheep market.

Pool .. Bethesda, meaning,
‘“House of Mercy”. For further
information, see Geography

Lesson. Impotent £olk ; help-
less through disease. Three classes are named.
Halt ; lame. Withered ; having some limb wasted
away. The Rev. Ver. omits the last part of v.3
and the whole of v: 4. A certain man .. there;
who attracted the notice and excited the sympathy
of Jesus. An infirmity thirty and eight years.
The great Physician selected the very worst case.
II. A MicETY HEALER.—86. Jesus saw him
He. With Jesus, to see need is always to help it.
Ensw..long time. He knew the past of this
sick man, as He had known that of the Samaritan

““WILT THOU BE MADE WHOLE?”

to him ; without any request
from the sufferer. Wilt thou
be made whole? A question
to rouse the man to hope and
expectation.

7. S8ir, X have no man, It
was not a question of a choice,
but of a chance. Water is
troubled. In the pool there
was probably an intermittent
spring, which bubbled up at
intervals, and for a brief period
after this happened, the water
had curative powers. (See Geug-
¥ raphy Lesson.) No one could
tell just when the ** troubling
{ might bappen. It must be wait-
¥ ed end watched for, and taken
advantage of without delay.
To put me into the pool ;
literally * throw me into”:
there was no time for quict
carrying. While X am com-
ing ; without help, and therefore slowly. An-
other..before me. The entrance to the pool
seems to have been narrow, so that only one could
enter at a time.

III. A ComrLETE CURE.—S8, 9. Jesus saith;
following up His offer (v. 6), as He always follows
His offers, by an actual gift. Rise; fling off the
weskness of thirty and eight years. Taks uﬁ thy
bed; a mat or rug which could be rolled up. Such
beds are still commonly used in the East. Imme-
diately .. made whole. With the bidding of
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Jesus, strength came into the helpless limbs. Took
up his bed, and walked ; a proof of the man’s
faith, as well as of the Saviour’s power. Jesus not
only did him some good, but had made him per-
fectly well. Same day..the sabbath; and
thorefore, according to Jewish ideas, it was wrong
both for Jesus to heal and for the man to carry his
bed,

As related in vs. 10-16, the Jews promptly find
fault with the man for carrying his bed on the
Sabbath; but he takes refuge hehind the command
of his unknown Healer. Afterwards Jesus finds
bim in the temple, the most appropriate place,
surely, for the healed man to be, and warns him to
forsake the sin that had caused his sickness. The
Jews now know that it is Jesus who nas performed
the work of healing, and find fault with Him as a
Sabbath-breaker. V. 17 gives His answer, and v.
18 tells how the Jews sought to kill Him for claiming
to be equal with God.

o THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

In 1888, while some ex-~
cavations were being made
beneath the church of St.
Anne, in the northeastern
quarter of Jerusalem, a
deep reservoir was discov-
ered cut in.the rock, with
five porches. On the wall
is a faded fresco represent-~
ing an angel and water
(see v. 4), which shows
that, in early Christian
times, this way regarded
as the Poor or BerHES-
pA. The site, however,
is quite uncertain. The
** troubling of the waters
mentioned in the Tesson refers to the bubbling
up of the water at certain intervals. When
this occurred the water of the pool was thought
to have power to cure diseases. Southeast of the
temple in Jerusalem there is the Virgin’s Pool, a
spring which regularly overflows into a cave. Some
think this to be tho ancient Bethesda Tho *“‘porches”
(v. 2) were * covered colonnades or cloisters where
people might stand or +walk, protected from the
weatber and the heat of the sun,” :

LESSON QUESTIONS

Which feast is probably referred to in tho Lesson ?
How long was it after tho healing of the nobleman’s
son ?

1.6 Why, probably, did Jesus go up to Jerusalem
at thiy feast ? Describe the Pool of Bethesda.
What three classes of sick folk are mentioned ?
Who attracted tho special notice of the Saviour ?
‘Where is it said that He cun save to the uttermost ?
(Heb. 7: 25.)

6, 7 What question did Jesus ask of the helpless
man ? What was the purpose of the question ?
Give the man's answer. When only was there
believed to be power to cure in the waters of the pool ?
Which prophet speaks of *a fountain .. for sin
and for uncleanness’) ? (Zech. 13: 1) Whatis
meant by thig'?

8, 9 What did Jesus bid the maen do? How
did the man show his faith? On what day did
the cure take place ? Who found fault with the
man ? On what ground ? Where did Jesus after-
wards meet him ? What warning did He give him ?
Why did the Jews seek to kill Jesus ?

.TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Doing the impossible.
2. True Sabbath-keeping : in what does it consist ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

“I never had a chance.” So the sick man at
the Pool of Bethesda might have said. But his
chance came after thirty-cight long years, on the
day when Jesus asked him, ** Wilt thou be made
whole ?”” He scized this chance, and rose up a
strong, well man. Jesus offers each of us the chance
of reaching a true and noble manhood or woman-
hood. We can blame no one but ourselves, if we
let the chance slip by.

—_—

Prove from Scripture—That Christ {8 God.

Shorter Catechism--Review Questions 85-87.
¢ The Questlon on Missions—8. What trades
are the boys and girls learning ? The boys are
learning rug-making, cloth-weaving and carpentry
at Rasalpura, near Mhow; carpentry and gardening
at Dhar; farming and dairying at Amkhut. The
girls are learning lace-making and drawn-thread
work at Neemuch and Rutlam, and needlework
at the widows’ home in Indore.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why wag the sick man at the Pool of Bethesds 2...c.vuvivnnnaunnn, S veees



Lesson IX.
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*JESUS FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND

March 1, 1908

BETWEEN 'J.‘K‘E LESSONS8 John passes uver a whole year between last Lesson (ch. 5. 1-18; and

tu-day's. Jesus spent this perivd in Galilee,
western shore of the Lake of Galilee.
of Galilee, Matt. 14. 1-12,

Immedintely befure the Lesson He was at Capernaum, un the
Here He heard of the murder of John the Baptist by Herod, then ruler
At the same time the Twelve returned to Capernaum frum a tour of preaching

and healing un which the Master had sent them, Mark 6. 7-13, 30 , Luke 9. 1-6, 10. Our Lord desired a time

of quiet and rest, buth fur Himself and fur His disciples.

He therefure crussed with them to the neighbor-

houd of Bethsaida (T.uke 9. 10) on the eastern shore of the Lake.
GOLDEN TEXT—He shall feed his flock like & snepherd.—1saiah 40: 1x.

Memorize vs. 11, 12.

5 1 When Je’sus then lifted ml) s eyes, and 2saw
a great company come unto him, he saith unto
Phil ip, Whence 3shall we buy bread, that thesg
may eat? . . .

6 And this he said to prove him : for he himself

- knew_what he would do. .

7 Phiip answered him, Two hundred penny-
worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every
one 4 of them may take a little. )

8 Oune of his disciples, An‘drew, Si‘mon Pe'ter’s
brother, saith unto him, |

9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves,
and two 3 small fishes : but what arc 6 they among
so many ? .

10 7 And Jesus said, Make the ® men sit down.
Now there was much grass in the place. So the men

THE LESSON PASSAGE—John 6 :

5-14.  Study John 6 : 121,
sat down, in number about five thousand.

11 ® And Je'sus took- the loaves; and 19when he
had g@ven thanks, he distnibuted ¥ to the disciples
and the disciples to them that were set down; ¥ an
likewise of the fishes as much as they would.

12 133 When they were filled, he ¥said unto his
disciples, Gather up the ¥ fragments that remain,
that nothing be lost.

13 16 Therefore they gathered them Y7 together,
and filled twelve baskets with 3 the fragments of
the five barley loaves, which remained over 9and
above unto them that had eaten.

14 20 Then_those men, when they had seen the
miracle that J¢'sus did, said, This is of a truth 2 that
prophet that 2should come into the world.

Revised Version—! Jesus therefore lifting up ; 2seeing that a great multitude cometh unto him, saith;
3are we to ; Omit of them ; $ Omit small ;6 these ; 7 Umit And ; 8 people ; ° Jesus therefore ; -% having miven;
1 Omat 8.z words , 2 likewise alsv , 13 And when ; 1 saith ; B broken pieces which remained over ; ¥ So they ;

said ; 2 the ; = cometh,

Daily Readings— (Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Jesus feeds the five thousand, John 6 : 1-21.
thousand fed, Mk. 8. 1-9, W.—Reminder of the miracles, Mk. 8 : 10-21.
F.—Enough and to spare, 2 Kgs 4: 3844,

1 Kgs. 17 : §-16.

h.—Saved from tac tempest, Ps 107 : 21-32.

n us) 5 18 broken pieces from ; 19 Omit and above ; 2° When thercfore the people saw the sign which he did, the§
H

T.—Four
Th.—The handful of meal,
S.—Stilling the storm, Matt, 14: 23-33,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED ,

The people on
the western side
of the lake learn-
ed whither Jesus
was going (see
Between the Les-
sons), and flock-
ed after Ilim,
traveling on foot
round the head
of the lake, so
that Jesus, when
e reached Tis
destination,
found a great
crowd awaiting
Him, Mark 6: 33.
Tt may be that

LIGHT AND DARKNESS

The black half circle represents
the heathen world; the stars the
Protestant mission stations estab-
lished in heathen lands.

were swelled by pilgrims on their way tokeep the Pass-
over at Jerusalem, v. 4. Jesus, though sorely in
need of rest, taught and healed the multitudes all
day and until evening, Mark 6 : 34, 35.

1. THE Huxery MurTITUDES.—S5, 6. Jesus
..5aw a great company; as He now beholds the
vast multitudes of the heathen, with a heart full of
pity and a hand ready to save. Saith unto Phiiip;
perhaps because his home was in this neighborhood
{ch. 1 : 49), and he would therefore be likely to know

the numbers

where food might be got; or because he was a prac-
tical man of business, who might be expected to
work out a plan to meet the situation. Whence
..buy bread..? Jesus would have His disciples
think of the nceds of others. Gospel blessings are
given to us, not for dur selfish enjoyment, but to
share with all mankind. To prove him; to test
whether he had caught the Saviour’s spirit of com-
passion and had learned to trust the Saviour's power.
Enew what he would do. There is no measure
to Jesus® knowledge or power, any more than to
His love.

II. THE SLENDER PROVISION.—7-8. Two
hundred pennyworth (about $32 worth)..not
sufficlent. Nor is our strength or wealth sufficient
to meet the neceds of the heathen world : we need
the might and resources of Jesus. Every one..
2 little; much less o full meal. To Philip the diffi-
culty secems impossible to overcome. Andrew..
saith; cager to help now, as he had been to bring
Peter to Jesus, ch. 1: 41, 42. Lad; literally, a little
lad or *'laddic . Nonec are too young to help in
the Lord’s work. TFive barley loaves; the cheapest
and coarsest kind of food. Two small fishes:
small pickled fishes. * Bring them..to Me ", =aid
Jesus (sec Matt. 14: 18).. And He asks us to do
this with our ahilitics and means, however small
they may be, that He may use them in supplying
the world’s nced.

*This Tesson has been selected by the Sunday School Editorial Association and the Young People’s Mis-

sionary Movement, as o special missionary Lesson.
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1II. Toe PLENTIFUL MEeAL—10-14. Make
the men sit down; as to a full meal, and not a
mere bito that might be eaten standing. Besides,
when they were thus arranged in order, there wuuld
be less danger of any being uverlooked. Jesus
would not have any one in the wide world miss
his share of blessing DMuch grass; 'green grasy',
says Mark, ch. 6: 39: 1t was in the spring time.
Men . .five thousand; and probably as many
imare ** women and children ", Matt 14: 21, Jesus
..had given thanks; ‘ asked a blessing ”, like
the head of a great family. All men are brothers,
children of one heavenly Father, Acts 17: 28, 20.
Pistributed to the disciples . . disciples to them
..set down, Jesus provides all blessings ; He calls
us to carry them to others. Twelve baskets. .
fragments .. over and above; so abundant was
the provision. So there is a full supply in the gospel
for all mankind. This..that prophet; like
Moses (Deut. 18 : 15-19), through whom God had
given the manna to Israel.

Va. 15-21 tell how Jesus withdrew to a mountain,
to avoid being made a king; and how, when 2 storm
arose at night, He came, walking on the water, to
the disciples, whom He had sent across the lake
i a boat, and how then the buat came safe to land

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

TiBERIAS Was a city
built by Herod Antipas
on the west coast of the
Sea of Galilee, between
A.D. 20 and A. D. 30,
and named after Tiberius,
the reigning Emperor of
Rome. The name of the
city wassometimes given
to the zea.  About the
middle of the second
century A D., Tiberias
became the centre of Jew-
ish learning. A famous
school was . established
there, and at one time it
. contained no fewer than
thirtcen synagogues. The Jews regarded it as one
of their four sacred citics, the other three being
Jerusalem, Hebron and Safed. Tiberias still exists
under the name of Tubariya, on the western shore
of the sea, 113 miles from the entrance, and 6
from the exit, of the Jordan.

Maditerranean

LESSON QUESTIONS

5, 6 With what feeling does Jesus look upon the
heathen world 7 Four what purpuse are gospel hleas-
mge given to uy 2 What Jdu we learn regarding
Jesus' knowledge ?

7-9 Whum did Jesus cunsult about feeding the
mulutude 2 What was Philip’s reply » By whose
help alone can the needs of the heathen be met ?
What dves the Lesson teach about Jesus using the
young in His work ? Show that even persons with
small abilities and slender means can help in migsion
work.

10-14 How were the crowds arranged for the meal ?
Describe the distribution of the fard > Who pro-
vides all blessings ? What does He expect of us ?
How abundant was the supply of food ? What did
the people think of Jesus? What did they wish
to do ? How did He prevent this ?  Whither did
He send the disciples ? What happened while

_ they were on the way ? How did Jesus come to

them ?
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Why the world needs the guspel.

2, How what we can do, may-help to spread the
gospel.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Take a good look at the illustration for this Les-
son  The black half-circle means that half of the
world’s population are still heathen, with only 2 few
here and there, indicated by the wlate stars, who
have heard of Christ. And of those pictured by
the white half-circle, who know the true God, how
small a portion are Protestant Christians! Our
business, as followers of Jesus, is to make the black
half-circle smaller and the white one larger. Nor
cxn anyone say that he cannot help in this work,
so long as we have the story of the boy who helped
to feed the Five Thousand. :

Prove from Scripture— That we should give the
gospel {o the world.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 82-87

The Question on Missions—9. What methods
are used in Industrial training ? Training schools
have been opened in the orphanages, where trades
are taught by skilled native teachers under the
direction of the missionary. The course of training
is divided into grades, each one of which the pupil
must pass before he can cnter the next higher.
The lighest grades receive pay for thework done.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did Jesus show His love for the multitudes ?.. . .. ... .ooviiiiaiianaany e ieeieriaee

2. For whom is the gospel intended 7......ov...
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-
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Lesson X.

Jesus the Bread of Life
JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE

March 8, 1908

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—When Jesus and His disciples had landed on the western side of the Lake,

they went again to Capernaum.

GOLDEN TEXT—Jesus said unto them, I am tie breed of life.— John 6: 3s.

Memorize vs. 32, 33.

26 Je'sus answered them and said, Verily, verily,
I say unto you, Ye seck me, not because ye saw
1 the miracles, but because yc 2 did eat of the loaves,
and were filled. . N R

27 7labour not for the meat which perisheth,
but_for $that meat which Sendureth unto Sever-
lasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you :
fur him 7 hath Gud the Father seale

28 8 Then said they unto him, What 9 shall we
do, that we 1° might work the works of God ?

29 Je'sus answered and said unto them, This is
the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he
hath sent. 5 A

30 They said therefore unto him, What ¥ sign
shewest thou then, that we may sce, and believe
thee ? what 1 dost thou work ? .

31 Qur fathers 3 did eat manna in the desert;

THE LESSON PASSAGE -John 6 : 26-37. Study John 6 : 22-51,

as it is written, He gave them bread ¥ from heaven

0 eat.

32 B Then Je’sus said unto them, Verily, verily,
I say unto you, * Mo'ses gave you not that hrea
Y from heaven, but my Father giveth you the
true bread ! from heaven.

33 For the bread of God is 7 he which cometh
down ¥ frum heaven, and giveth hie unto the world,

.34 8Then snid they unto him, Lord, evenmore
give us this bread.

35 18 And Je’sus said unto them, I am the bread
of life : he that cometh to me shail 1 never_ hunger;
and he that believeth on me shall never thivst.

36 But I said unto you, That ye 20 also have seen
me, and 2 believe not.

37 All that = the Father giveth me shall come
3 to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out,

Revised Version—!signs; 2ate ; 3work; 4 the ; Sabideth ; Geternal ; 7 the Father, cven God, hath;
8 They said therefore ; ® must ; ' may ; ¥ then doest thou fur_a siga ; 12 workest thou ; B ate the manna in the
wilderness ; Hout of ; ¥ Jesus theiefore said ; 16 It was not Moses that gave you the bread out of ; ¥ that;
18Nmit And ; 19 not ; 2°0mit also ; 2 yet ; = which ; 3 unto.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)~—-M.—Jesus, the Bread of life, Joha 6': 22-40. T.—Jecsus the

Bread of sife, John 6 : 41-51.
F.—Life by Christ, 1 John 5: 9-21.

W.—Spiritual teaching, John 6: 52-G3.
S.—Given for us, Luke 22: 7-20.

Th.~—The manna, Ex. 16: 11-18
S.—One in Christ, John 17 : 11-24,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

The multitude who had been fed, when they found
that Jesus had left the eastern shore of the lake,
followed Him in boats to Capernaum. Having found
Bim, they asked, in wonder, how He had crussed
the lake, knowing that -

the preceding day. Jim hath God the cather
«ealed. To seal means to attest, to witness to.
The miracle just performed was a witness to Jesus'
divine suthority and power. He who bad thus

the disciples bad gone
away without Him,
vs. 22-25.

1. A Gracious
INVITATION. — 26.
Jesus answered . .
Verily, verily; words
which, on our Lord’s
lips always introduce
some serious and im-
portant matter. Ye
seelt me, not be-

given them bread for
their bodies could give
them bread for their
souls. What shall

we do? Inorder to
do things pleasing to
God. Belleve on
Him .. sent. The
very first thing to do,
if we would do things
pleasing to God, 1s to
listen believingly to
the Messenger sent to

cause ye saw signs
(Rev. Ver.). The
miracle of the loaves
and fishes (sec last Lesson, ch. 6 : 5-14) was intended
to be & sign pointing to the blessings for the souls of
men which Jesus came to give. For these the mul-
titude had no desire, but only a greedy wish for

more bodily food. Did eat..and were fllled; -

and they would have been well pleased, if Jesus
had continued to give them food for their bodies.
27-29. Labour not for the meat (food) which
perisheth; like Jhe loaves and fishes. But for..
meat which endureth; the food of the soul, which
will give undying life. Onto everlasting lfe,
This spiritual food is not destroyed, but remains
in the soul, giving continual strength and joy.
The Son of man; a title which expresses our Lord's
sympathy Wwith every human nced. Shall give.
Tho food that nourishes the soul's life is the free,
personal gift of Christ, as was the food supplied on

THE PLAIN OF GENNESARET

teach His will.

1. A WoNDERFUL
G1rr.—80-33. What
sign, etc. They ask for some wonderful work to
convince them that He was God’s messenger, per-
haps by feeding them with food from heaven, ss
the Messiah was expected to do (seo Ex. 16 : 4-15;
Ps. 78: 24), and not merely with bread of the or-
dinary sort, as in the miracle of the 5,000. NMoses
gave you not that bread. It was God who gave
the manna, and He now gives the true bread from
heaven, of which the manna was merely a picture.
Cometh down from heaven; as God's best gift
to men. Giveth Ufe; life for the soul, which shall
endure forever (see John 3 : 16). Unto the world;
not to 3 mere multitude, or to one nation

III. A SivpLE REQUIREMENT.—34-37. Lord,
evermore give us this bread. It would be a fine
thing, they thought, to have plenty to cat comingfrom
heaven with no need of their working forit Iam




Jesus the Bread of Life

the bread of 1ife; that is, * the Bread which gives

life”. The manna could satisfy only the body, -

and that only for a time : Jesus can satisfy tho goul,
and that forever. He that cometh to me., be.
llevath on me. These two expressions -both mean
yrusting in Jesus Never hunger . . never thirst;
bo satisfied fully, and forever. Seen me. . believe
not. They were so eager for outward good things,
that they had no eyes for spiritual blessings. Al
that the Father giveth, &c. Jesus knew that
His work for men would not be wholly in vain. He
bad received some followers as a gift from the Father;
these would certainly come to Him. Him that
cometh . . in N0 wise cast out. Wo are free to
ccme or not to come; but Jesus will surely welcome
all who come.

THE GEOGRAPRY LESSON

TaE LAND OF GENNES-
ARET (see Matt. 14: 34 ;
Mark 6 : 53) was a fertile
plain on the west shore of
the Lake of Galilee. The
historian Josephus says
that it had ** soil so fruit~
ful, that all sorts of ‘trces
would grow upon it, for
the temper of the air isso
well blended, that it suits
these manysorts, especial-
ly walnuts, which require
the colder air, flourish
there in great plenty.
There are palm trees al-
50, which grow best in hot aixr ; fig trees, also olives,
grow near them, which require an air more tem-
perate. It supplies men with the principal fruits—
grapes and figs—continually during ten months of
the year, and the rest of the fruits as they ripen
to gather during the whole year.”

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

The next move was across the waters of the lake
(of Galileo) itself The boats were of the small
fishing type, with both sail and oars, probably such
as were used by those fishers of old who left their
nets by these waters to become fishers of men.
Six or cight passengers besides the two native
boatimen were all that each boat could convey.—
(}. G. Trumbull’'s, A Pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
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LESSON QUESTIONS

Who followed Jesus to Capernaum ? Why did
they wonder at His being there ?

26-29 What was the miracle of the loaves and
fishes meant to be ?  What did the multitude desire
in coming to Jesus ? Why is food for the soul of
more mmportance than food for the budy 2 Who
is the Giver of foud for the soul ? What sign of
His authority and power had He given ? What
must we do to please God ?  Quute similar teaching
from the Epistle to the ¥ebrews ?  (Heb. 11: 5, 6.)

80-33 What proof that Jesus was Gor's mes-
senger did the peovle ask for 7 To what Qld Testa-
ment miracle did they point 2 Who did Jesus say
really gave the manna ¢ Of what was it a picture ?

84-37 What. request did the people make ? What
did they mean by this request ? What does Jesus
require us to do ? What does He promise ¢ Who
are they who come to Him ? With what reception
do they meet ?

TOPICS ¥OR DISCUSSION

1. Motives, true and false, for secking Jesus.
2. How accepting Jesus enriches life.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

‘The atblete, who wants to have a strong body,
with muscles like steel springs and lungs like a pair
of powerful bellows, is careful to eat only tho right
sort or food. Nor can we be ** whole ' men unless
we bave a noble soul within as well as a vigorous
body withaut. The soul, too, needs its proper food,
if it is to be strong. It is by taking Christ into our
very: life, so that we think His thoughts and do
His deeds, that we grow in spiritual strength.

Prove fzom Scripture—That belicoers in Christ
are sawed Jorever.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 1-10.

The Question on Missions—10. Why should
Industrial training be undertaken by our church ?
For three reasons: (1) To provide cmployment
for native Christians who have no other means of
living. (2) To make them seli-supporting, so that
they may send the gospel to others. (3) To show
the people of India that Christianity brings material
as weil as spiritual blessing.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. For what did Jesus tell the people they should lIabor 2. oo ciiioiiiiiiiiiiiianiananas ceeeeeeenes

2. What is Christ’s definition of *'the Bread of God” ?

DR R S tesvesssesene essrieasessene
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3. What must we do in order %0 have everlasting Hle 2.eee e iieierieiiiiniiassenneersseseanns
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Lesson XI.

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind F
JESUS HEALS A MAN BORN BLIND

March 15, 1908

BETWEEN THE LESSONS- About six months intervene between last Lesson and to-doy's.  fhe
chief events of this period are . Jesus® visit to the regivns of Tyre and Sidon, where He healed the daughter
of the Syrophenician woman (Matt. 15 . 21-28; Mark 7. 24-30) ; the healing of many, and especially a deaf-

mute in Decapoli> (Mark 7, 31-37), followed by the feeding of tho Four Thousand (Matt. 15 :
8. 1-9), and the resturing of sight to a blind man at Bethsaida, Mark 8.: 22-26.
to Jerusalem fur the Teast of Tabernacles, held in Octuber.

32-39; Mark
After this, Jesus went up
During the feast, He taught i the temple, unty

the Jews, in their hatred, attempted to stone Him, John, chs, 7,8.
GOLDEN TEXT—I am the ught of the world.—John g; 5.

Memorize vs. 10, 11.

1 And as ! Jesus passed by, he saw a man 2 which
was blind from ks birth, )

2 And his disciples asked him, saying, 3 Master,
who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he ¢ was
bomm blind ? ) . .

3 Je’sus answered, Neither $ hath this man ¢ sinned
nor” his parents : but that the works of God should
be made manifest in him. .

4 71 must work the works of him that sent me,
waile 1t i3 day : the night cometh, when no man
can work, 3 .

5 8As lons as I am in the world, I am the light
of the world.

6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the
ground, and made cln?' of the spittle, and ? he anoint-
ed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,

7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of

THE LESSON PASSAGE—John 9 : 1-12.

Study John, ch. 9,

Silam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He
went !%his way therefore, and washed, and came

seeing.

8 ’f‘hc neighbours therefore, and they which
1 before had seen him that he was 12 blind, said,
Is not this he that sat and begged ?

. 9 1 Some said, ¥ This _is he : others saud, He
is like him : but he said, I am he.

10 1 Therefore said they unto him, How ¥ wero
thine eyes opened ?

11 He answered and said, 1 A man that is called
Je’sus made dlay, and anointed mine eyes, and said
unto me, Go to I the pool of Silo’am, and wash:
20 and I went 1°and washed, and I received sight.

12 2 Then said they unto him, Where is he?
He 2 said, I know not. '

Revised.Version—1 he ; 20mit which was ; * Rabbi ; 4 should be ; 3 did ; 8sin ; 7 We ; 3 When ; ? anointed

his eyes with ;1% away ; ¥ saw him aforetime ; 12 a beggar ; ¥ Others ;4it ;88

0, but he is like him, He said;

18 They said therefore ; 3 then ; 18 The man ; 1* Omit the pool of ; 250 ; 2 And they said ; ® saith.

Daily Readings —(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.) =M. —Jesus heals a man born blind, John 9: 1-12, T.—Jcsus
heals 2 man born blind, John 9: 13-25. W.—Jesus heals a man born blind. John 9: 26-41. Th,—Faith and

sight, Mk, 10 : 46-52.
Darkness and ligat, 2 Cor. 4 : 1-6.

F.—JXsaiah's prophecy, Isa. 42: 1-7. S.—Wilful blindness, Mati. 13 : 10-17. S.—

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. MiSsErY.—1-3. Jesus passed by; perhaps
on His way from the temple, where He had been
teaching, ch. 8: 59. He saw; with His quick cye
for the needs and
distressesof
others, even at
the moment
when He Himself
had just escaped
being stoned by
the angry Jews.
Aman..blind;
who begged his
living, v. 8. Beg-
gars commonly
frequented the
gates of the tem-
ple (Acts 3: 2),
ag they still do
the entranees
to European
churches, where
there are num-
crous  visitors.
From his birth;
hopeless, there-
fore, in regard to restoration of sight. Disciples
asked..who did sin? It was a common
helief among the Jews, in which the disciples
shared, that cach particular sickness or sorrow was
the result of a particular sin. Jesus corrects this
wrong notion in Tuke 13: 1-5. Nelther..this
man. It could not be that the man’s own sin had

A BLIND BEGGAR

brought on his blindness. He was born blind.
Nor his parents. Children do suffer for their
parents’ sing (Ex. 20 : 5; Deut. 5 : 9); but this man’s
blindness was not the fault of his parents, said
Jesus. Works of God .. made manifest in him.
Suffering, however caused, is an opportunity for
the power and mercy of God to reveal themselves.

II. MERCY.—4, 5. We must work (Rev.
Ver.). Jesus takes His disciples into partnership
with Himself in the great work of saving the world.
Works of him that sent me. God intends to
destroy evil of every kind, and calls us to do our part
in fighting against it. The night cometh; of
death. Jesus knew that svon.the hate of His ene-
mies would bring Him to the cross. No man can
work; and therefore every flying moment shonld be
improved. Aslong asIam in the world; making
God's love and grace known to men. The light
of the world; to scatter the darkness of the world's
miserics, by sympathizing with sufferers and relievug
them.

6, 7. Spat on the ground. Spittle was believed
to be a remedy for discased eyes. Jesus used it,
to help the blind man's faith. Made clay..an-
ointed the eyes. The touch would make real to
the man Jesus’ love to him and His personal interest
in him. G0 wash. Obedicnce would test and
strengthen the man’s faith. Pool of Siloam.
Sce Geography Lesson. By interpretation, Sent.
Siloam is a Hebrew name; John translates it for
his Greek readers. Its waters were an image of
Him who was *'sent " from the Father. Went..
washed . . came seelng. Simple faith, prompt




Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

obedience, immediate reward.

1II. MARVEL.—8-13.  The neighbors. The
man had gone home when he was cured. Said, cte ;
hardly able to behieve that one born blind could have
had his sight restored. Some . ., This 1s he. These
were certain that 1t was the same man. Others..
He 1s like him. The opening of his eyes would
g0 change the man's appearance, that sume would
not recogmze him as the same man. I am he.
All doubts are scattered by the man's own testimony.
How were thine eyes opened ? They were
eager to know the cause of this marvel. A man..
called Jesus, etc. Jesus means * Saviour ”, and
from what misery He had.saved this man! Where
is he? Our Lord’s miracles were like church bells,
calling people to Himself. I know not. How
like ourselves, to forget the Giver, while enjoying
His gifts !

Vs. 13-41 record the Pharisees’ examinativn into
the miracle, the casting of the man out of the
synagogue, and his becoming a disciple of Jesus.

THE GEOGRAPEY LESSON

Tue Pool OF SmLoaM,
now known as the Birket
Sitwan, is in the Kidron
valley,a little to the south-
east of Jerusalem. It is
a rectangular reserveir,
58 feet long, 18 broad,
and 19 deep. Josephus
speaks of the water as be-
ing sweet and abundant,
On the last day of the
Feastof Tabernacles, water
from the spring supplying
the pool was poured on
. the temple altar. Because

of the healing of the blind
man of the Lesson, the pool is held in high honor by
Jews, Christians and Mohammedans, From the
very carly days of Christianity, it has been believed
that the waters possess healing properties, es-
peaally in the case of eye diseases. In 1880, an
mscnption was discovered in a tunnel connected
with the pool. It proved to be written in pure
Hebrew. and is supposed to date from the time of
Abaz or Hezekiah,
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LESSON QUESTIONS

For what feast had Jesus gone up to Jerusalem ?
Where had He been teaching? How had the Jewe
shown their hatred towards Him 2

1.3 Where Jid Jesus find the blind ma~. ? How
long had he been blind 2 How did he get his living ?
What question did the disciples ask > What did
the Jews believe was alway s the cause of auffering ?
Why, did Jesus say, this man had been born blind ?

6, 7 What does Jesus say that He and His dis-
ciples must do ? What does God intend regarding
every kind of evil ? What does He calltus to do ?
What reason for diligence does Jesus give 2 What
does He call Himself ? What ¢jd Jesus do to the
man’s eyes ? What did He bid the mando ? What
was the result ?

8-12 What upiniuns were cxpressed by the man’s
neighbors ?

How was the discussion settled ?
man became a believer in Jesus.

Tell how the

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The good that may result from suffering.
2. Sin as blindness.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

The sky and trees and flowers—all this besuty
is blotted out for the blind. That s a calamity
sad enough : far sadder, when the love God 1s shining
all about us, and we cannot see it. But this soul-
blindness need not last for 2 moment longer. We
have but to come to Jesus, and He will give us in-
ward sight. Then 2 whole new world of loveliness
beyond compare will flood our souls with joy.

——

Prove from Scripture—7Tha! sufjering is not al-
ways the result of sin.
Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 11-19,

The Question on Missions—11. Where do
those trained in our Industrial Schools find em-
ployment ? Christian workmen cannot get much
wark from the people round about them. They
are forced to seek work in large cities, under non-
Christian employers., where they are under ewil
influences, and compelled to work on Sunday.
Thus the Mission has to employ as well as train
them.

-

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1.

What wrong belief about suffering did Jesus correct ?
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Lesson XII. REVIEW March 22, 1908

TO MAKE READY FOBR THE REVIEW—Read over cach Lesson carefully, and see that ygy
know by heart the Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Lesson Plan, as given below. Review Ques, 20.29,
Shorter Catechism. (As the Quarterly Review comes one Sabbath in advance this Quarter, the Review of
the Supplemental Lessons will be given with Lesson XIII, for next Sabbath,)

GOLDEN TEXT-—In bim was life; and the life was-the light of men.—John 1: 4.

Daily Beadings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The Word made flesh, John 1: 1-18. T.—Jesus and His
first disciples, John 1 : 35-51. 'W.—Jesus the Saviour of the world, John 3 : 1-21. Th.~—Jesus and the woman
of Samariz, John 4: 5-26. T.—Jesus at the Pool of Bethesds, John 5: 1-18, S.—Jesus feeds five
thousand, Jobn 6 : 1-21. S.—Jesus tho Bread of life, John 6 : 35-51.

Prowe from Scripture—That Jesus is an infallible Guide.

The Question on Missions—I12. State some results of our Industrial work. Many of those in
training have already become skilled workmen, and are doing such satisfactory work that the demand
for it cannot be et in the present wourkshops. It is now proposed to enlarge these, to make roum
for more workers, and so provide for the growing demand.

Review CrarT—First Quarter , .
Tug WITNESS OF - : )
Tux Fourtt GosPEL Lessox TitLe GoLpeN TexT LessoN Prawn
To Jesus
1.—John 1 :1-14. [The Word Made Flesh. [The Word was made flesh.{l. The Word in cternity. 2. Lhe
—John 1: 14, Word in the world. 3. The
Word amongst belicvers.
II.—John 1 :25-34. Hesus and John the Bap-Behold the I.nmb of God.Jt. The Christ announced. 2. The
tist. —John 1: Christ declared.
HI—John 1: 35-49.Jesus and His First DisWe have found him, of|l. Jesus, Teacher. 2. Jesus, Sa-
ciples. | whom Moses-John 1: 45, viour. 4. Jesus, Son of God.
IV.—John 2: 13-22.Jesus Cleanses the Temple.[Holiness becometh thine|ll. A sinful traffic: 2. A stern
house.—Psalm 93: 5. {mmsbmcm 3. A bold chal-
enge.

V.—John 3 : 14-21. [esus the Saviour of the[For God so loved the[l. A universal provision. 2. A
-1 World. world.—John 3 : 1) universal offer. 3. A uni-
versal requirement.

VI.—John 4: 19-29.Jesus and the Woman oflIf any man thirst.—John|l. The true worship. 2. The
Samaria. 7: 37 Messiah,

VIIL.—John 4 : 43-54.Jesus Heals the NobleqThe man_ believed Othel The meeting. 2 The mircle.

man’s Son. word.—John 4: 50. . The message.
VIII.—John 5: 1-9.Jesus at the Pool of Be-Himsclf took our infirm-l. A des crate case. - 2. A mighty
thes ities.—Matt. 8: 17. er, 3. A coraplete cure.
IX.—John 6: 5-14. Hesus Teeds the FivelHe shall feed his flock.—{l. The hungry multitudes. 2. The
Thousand. Isa. 40: 11, slender provision. 3. The

) plentiful meal.
X.—John 6 : 26-37. Jesus the Bread of Life. [Jesus szid unto them.—]l. A gracious mvmmon 2 A
. John 6 : 35. wonderful gift. . A simple
requirement.
XI.—John 9:1-12. l‘e:i}ulg dHeals a Man Bornjlam thelight.—John 9 :5.[1. Misery. 2. Mercy. 3. Marvel.
ind.
XIII.—Prov. 23 : 29-Temperance Lesson. At the last it_biteth like|l. A sad picture. 2, A wise warn-
35. a serpent,—Prov. 23: 32 ing. 3. A terrible slavery.

Jesus, the Son of God

John tells us (eh. 20 : 31), that he wrote his Gospel, to prove that Jesus is the Son of God. He does
this by bringing forward : 1. Wrrnesses. II. Siens,

The first witnesses as to who Jesus is and what He reveéals of God, are John the Baptist, and the earliest
disciples of Jesus (Lessons I., IL., IIL). These testify that Jesus is tho: Eternal Werd, that He was made
flesh and dwelt among men, that He is the Iamb of God, who takes away the world’s sin, that He is the
Old Testarent Messiak. In Lessons IV., V., VI, and X, Jesus is presented as a Witness to Himself. By
cleansing the temple, He reveals Himself as the Messish ; to Nicodemus, He reveals Himself as the Saviour of
the world ; to the woman of Samaria, He speaks as tho great Teacher, showing how God is to bo worshiped ;
and to the crowds in Capernaum as the Bread of Life who can satisfy the souls of men.

Yessons VII., VIIL, IX., and XI., describe four signs, or miracles, which Jesus wrought, and which
confirmad the testimony of the witnesses, that Jesus is indeed God’s son, and the Saviour of the world.
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FOR WRlTTl:EN ANSWERS

{This leaf, with Record of Study, Offerings, and Attendance on page 32, may be detached, if so

Lesson I
lesson L
Lesson IIL
Lesson  IV.
Lesson V.
Lesson  VI.
Lesson VI
Lesson VIIIL.
Lesson IX.
Lesson X
lesson XI.
Lesson XIIT.

esired, by Members of the HoME DEPARTMENT.]

Why does John call Jesus Christ the Word ?
How did John the Baptist know that Jesus was the Son of God ?
Who were Jesus’ two first disciples, and what led them to follow Him %

Whom did Jesus drive out of the iemple ?

For what purpose did God send Iis Son into the world ?
How is God to be worshiped ?

What was the result, to himself, and to his household, of Jesus’ healing the
nobleman’s son ? ’

What part bad Jesus in curing the man at the Pool of Bethesda ? What
part the man himself ?

What is our duty‘ to the heathen: world ?
‘What is meant by coming to Jesus ?  Show that He will receive all who come.

What is our first duty in the presence of suffering ?

‘What are the effects of strong drink (2) on the health, (b) in the homes of
those who use it ? i
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Temperance Lesson

REVIEW, SUPPLEMENTAL LESSONS

March 29, 1908

TO MAKE READY FOR THE REVIEW-—Revise your Supplemental Bible Work, Seripture
Memory Passages, Shorter Catechism (Questions 30 to 38), and the Question on Missions for the Quarter.

‘TEMPERANCE LESSON

LESSON SETTING—Solomon, the tlurd king of Israel, who succeeded David about B, C. 970 and reigned

until about B. C. 930, was famed far and near for his wigdom.
verbs, that is, short, pointed sayings relating to human life and character.
His collections of proverbs, along with some others, make up the Book of Proverbs, from
It gives a true and vivid description of the evil effects of strong drink,

Solomon himself,
which the Lesson for to-day is taken,

He gathered together a large number of pro-
Many of these were written by

which show it to be one of the worst foes of the human race.
GOLDEN TEXT—At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. - Proverbs 23: 32.

Memorize v. 31.

29 Who hath woe ? who hath sorrow ? who hath
contentions ? who hath ! babbling ? who hath wounds
without cause ? who hath redness of eves ?

30 They that tarry long at the wine ; they that
go_to seek 2 mixed wine. . .

31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red,
when it giveth 3 his colour in the cup, when it 4 moveth
itself aright. N .

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth

Revised Version—! complaining ; 2out; 3its;
things ; 7 hurt.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Proverbs 23 : 29-35.

like an adder.

33 Thine eyes shall behold 3strange women,
and thine heart shall utter ¢ perverse things.

34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in
the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top
of x mast. A

55 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and
I was not 7sick; they have beaten me, and 1 felt it
not : when shall I awake ? 1 will seek it yet again,

4 goeth down smoothly ; strange things; - froward

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—~M.—Woes of intemperance, Prov. 23: 20-35. T —Way to

poverty, Prov. 23 : 15-25.

W.—* Depart ! ”* Isa. 52 :1-12.

Th.—** Turn away ! ” Ps, 119:33-40. F—

Abhor the evil, Rom. 12: 1-9. S.~Take heed | Luke 21 : 25-36. S.—Words of warning, Matt. 24 : 42-51,

THE LESSON
I. A Sap Prcrure.—29. Who Hath woe ..
sorrOw ? Literally, **Who bhas ‘OQh’? Who
has *alas’?” The drunkard's pawmns of body and
mind wring from his lips cries of distress. Con-
tentions; strifes within, for the drunkard's better
nature battles againsthis

EXPLAINED

cvenings that might be crowded with useful work,
or spent in quiet enjoyment and rest, are squandered
in drunken orgies (compare Isa. 5: 11). Seek out;
as if it were some precious treasure, this drink
that only destroys. Drinking becomes the man’s

chief business. MMixed

appetite,and strifes with-

out, for drink often
leads to quarrels. Bab-
bling; Rev. Ver.,

** complaining . Noth-
ing goes right with the
slave of drink : he suf-
fers in his heulth, his
home, his business.
Wounds witkhout
cause; blows and
bruises received in
drunken quarvels. Be-
sides, the drunken man
is more likely than the
sober man to become
the victim of accident

Scorpion.

wine ; spiced, that is,
to increase its strength.

II. A Wise Wary-
ING.—S8:. Look mnot
thou ; for the hand is
all too likely to follow
the look. Wine..red;
the color of the wines
of Palestine. Giveth
his (its) color; sparkles
or bubbles, when it is
shaken or poured out,
thus showing itself to
be full of life. Goeth
down smoothly (Rev.
Ver.); glides straight or
smoothly down the

or diseasé. The injuries
and sufferings caused
by drink are wholly un-
necessary ; when drink
is let alone, they cease.

SERPENTS

Two of the kind common in the East.
arc greatly dreaded in Eastern lands, as many of
those found there are poisonous.

throat, with asweet and
agreeable 4ngte and
producing, for the time
being, pleasant effects.
Thus, like some snakes,

Serpeni:

Redness of eyes ; Rev.
Ver., Margin, * darkness of eyes ”. Dissipation im-
pairs the man’s eyesight, and unfits him for work.
It robs him of all the alertness required for
* making good " in any position.

80. Tarry long at the wine. This is the root
cause of the woe and the wailing of v. 29. Whole

which fascinate birds

by the gleam of their eye, so that the little crea-

tures are paralyzed and become the prey of the cruel

serpent, wine attracts its victims, only at last to
destroy them.

82, 88. At thelast. The drunkard seeks eagerly

the alluring bait, but, sconer or later the cruel jaws
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of the trap will close and hold him fast, a, helpless
vietim. Biteth like a serpent. Drink is as silent
and stealthy as a serpent in its epproach, and as
deadly as the serpent’s bite in its effects. Stingeth
fike an adder. This is thought to be the horned
cerastes, a very venomous kind of serpent, which
lurks 1n the sand, curled up, perhaps, in a camel’s
footprint, ready to dart out at any passer-by. Drink
is like the treacherous, poison-bearing snake. Be-
hoid strange things (Rev. Ver.). The drunkard’s
mind is filled with wild fancies, and strange senseless,
speech pours out of bis lips. Sometimes driznk brings
on delirium tremens, in which the victim sees the
mogt horrible visions, Heart shall utter perverse
things. Irom the unsteady, whirling brain of the
drunkard come all sorts of foolish and wicked words.

1II. A TERRIBLE SLAVERY.—34, 86. As
he that lieth down in . . the sea; actually in the
water, as if it were a bed—a vivid picture of the
drunkard’s folly. Or the top of a mast; a most
foolhardy thing, but not more foolish than the
things drunkards often do. I Wwas not hurt (Rev.
Ver.) . . Ifelt it not. He makes light of the effeets
of s dnnking bout, and learns nothing from his
sufferings. Seek it yet again. So completely
enslzved 18 he, that he cannot resist the temptation
to go after drink again and again. And the most
hopeless feature in the drunkard’s case is, that he
by and by loses all desire to be delivered from his
dreadful bondage. Ho is a willing slave.

LESSON QUESTIONS

What is a proverb? What king made a col-
lection of proverbs ? For what was this king
famed 2 In which Baok of the Bible are these now
found ?

29, 30 How does the drunkard suffer in his body?
What sufferings of mind come upon him ? Why
are all the sufferings unnecessary ¥  What is
the cause of them ?  Explain * mixed wine . What
prohibition does Paul give .against drunkenness ?
(Bph, 5: 18))

31-33 What warning is given in v. 31?7 Explain
*“giveth his eolor 7, and * goeth down smoothly .
To what are the effects of drunkenness likened ?
How does drink affect the speech ? Where does
Jesus warn against drunkenness ? (Luke 21: 34.)

34, 86 What pictures to illustrate the drunkard’s
folly are gaven in v. 34 ? How does the drunkard
show that he is a slave ? Where does it say that

3t

drunkenness is a cause of poverty ? (Prov 23 :21.)
What did Paul say to the Romans about drunken-
ness 7 (Rom., 13: 13.) .

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The folly of the drink habit.
2, Why a Christian should be an abstainer.

A LESSON FOB LIFE

Not long ago, a workman was killed, because the
scaffold on which he was standing at work was not
strong cnough, and gave way under his weight.
It was said that the man who directed the building
of the scaffold was intoxicated, and so did not know
what he was abuut. Drink will steal away our senses
and make us unfit to he trusted with the lives and
property of others. This is surely one good reason
why we should leave drink alone.

DON’'T DRINK :

Don't DriNk—if you wish to succeed in business,
A number of years ago, & firm of four men were rated
by a commercial agency as Al But this note was
added, * They all drink ?. A few years later, two
of these men were dead, another was a drunkard,
and the fourth was poor and living partly on charity.

Dox't Drixk—if you wish to be in the front rank -
as an athlete. In a great race, one of the competi-
tors, reckoned to be among the best runners, was
udvised by some friends te take a few drinks of
brandy just before starting. He was told* that it
would give him endurance, strength and speed.
He lost the race, and a medical journal said at the
time that the alcohol acted as a pnison rather than
a stimulant, causing a poor pulse, low temperature
and mental dullness. If any one says that that
strong drink wil] make a better sprinter, a better
foot-ball player, or a better athlete of any sort,
be sure it is a lie. )

Don’t Drink—A well-known trainer of athletes
says: * The best men don’t drink. The moderate
drinker can't last. He does not h.ve the endurance.
Drink makes a man sluggish and pale, I would
much prefer that 2 man would not even smule, if
he expects to attain the highest results. Everything
else being equal, the total abstainer is going to get
there every time.”

Prove from Scripture — That intemperance results
in slavery. .

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What injuries (1) physical, (2) mental, result from drink 2.......
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ST. ANDREW'S COLLEGE

TORONTO
A Residential and Day School for Boys

e e ———

COLLEGE BUILDINGS FROM THE SOUTH
A FIRST-CLASS RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL
EAUTIFULLY situated. Has been very successful in every Department. Upper
and Lower School. Separate Junior Residence, Boys prepared for the
Universities and Royal Military College. Spring Term commences January 27th,
1908. For information write to

REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A., LL.D., Principal
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TOTAL ABSTAINERS

Are Better lnsurance Risks
Than Non=Abstainers.

The Manufacturers Life is the only Company doing business under
the supervision of the Government Insurance Department of the
Dominion of Canada that recognizes this fact by giving abstainers

THE SPECIAL TERMS AND RATES
THEY DESERVE

The Manufacturers Life has proved them to be better risks. The
figures in the following table show what percentage the actual cost
of insurance has bzen of the expected cost during the last few years
in the two classes of Canadian insurers in this Company.

It is readily seen why those in the Abstainers’ Section get better
terms despite the magnificent showing of the General Section,

1008 1905 1904 1903

Abstainers’ Section..35.93% 37.26%, 42.475, 37.399,
General Scction. ..... 56.64% 78.07% 61.90% 71.13%

This is no matter of theory, but a proved fact.
Total Abstainers make an actual saving in
dollars and cents by placing their life insuyrance with

"THE MANUFACTURERS LIFE
INSURANCE' COMPANY.

Head Office - - - Toronto, Canada.

‘Write for a Copy of the booklet,*‘Total Abstainesrs vs. Moderate Drinkers’




