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THE

CHRISTIAN BANNER.

“1f any man epeak, let nm speak as the oracles of God.”
¢ This is love, that we waik atier his commandments.”

YOL. XL COBOURG AND BRIGITON, DECEMBER, 1857. NO. 1%

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION, NO. 3.

NATURE OF PUNTSHMENT. i

Tar caption heading these articles may be an unfortunate one, es- |
pecially now that we are all learning to rcject from our religion all
hilosophy and to be content with simple fact and faith. All thatis |
cant, however, by the expression is, to indicate that the principles of
eligion are all in harmony with thoge found in nature and sound rea- |
on, and that christianity is capable of being illustrated by admitted
acts in the world around us.  This method of instruction was a favor- |
te one with the Great Teacher himself as shown by all his parables.
he remote reasons of things, why anything is as it is, we can afford |
o leave to those who are fond of speculative philosophy. But it should |
e regarded a$ a matter of some importance, now-a-days, to show, par- ,
Heularly in respect to sin and its punishment, that there are analogies
pature and admitted principles in human socicty, that bear out the
ible, in the face of infidels and half-instructed believers, in all its ter-
ble denunciations against transgressors. T
In No. 2, we spoke of the many distorted views of the natare of fu-
re punishment held by many a well-wisher for the truth, and of their
| cffects upon community. Not a few seem to regard punishment ag |
) unnecessary, angry infliction of pain, because the Almighty feels
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insulted and wishes to satisfy a vengeful feeling, which pain might be
otherwisc averted without any jar in the order of the univcrse, or in-
terruption in established sequences.  But we hope to make it appar-
ent that punishment isa natural and necessary result attached to the
violation of God’s law, to a want of harmony with the Divine arrange.
ments.  Ior, since there is a right and a wrong way in the world, the
Lord wishes to lead us in the path that will ultimate in our bappiness,
And if he create man at all, he must crcate him on some plan ; and
this plan involves the truth, for example, that no man can, in the com-
mission of known sin, have a good and peaccful eonscience. Is our
Lord to be complained of because the gambler, all his life, is destituto
of the peace that ¢ passes all understanding 77 Happiness is incon-
sistent with such a character; and since his character remains the
same after death, on what principle can his fulure unhappiness Le con-
sidered severe or unjust? If a man live ten years with the heart of a
defrauder, is it strange that he should be inwardly unhappy for ten
yems? or for fifty, or cighty years, is not the principle the same ?—
And if half of this punishment be felt in this world and half in the
next, is tha lagter half less just than the former which all grant to be
right?  As long as the heart is impure it will be miserable whether
he live one hundred years, or as long as Methusalah. It is quite pos-
sible for a man to commit as much sin during the first thirty years of
his life as Methusalah did during the corresponding period of his life,
and if the penalty is never felt after death, this patriarch endured the
inward pain for his youthful sins thore than nine hundred Years Jonger
than most men of modern times. Now if it was just that this ante-
diluvian should suffer all he did in heart and conscicnee, be it much
or little, it is also just that a like sinner should suffer as much if not
here, hereafter.  If Methusalah had a wicked heart, (and it sccms ho |
had, for he died the same year that Neah entered tle Ak, aud was
probably < condemned with the world”) and if be bad dicd thice hun.
dred years sooner thau he did, would the aalure of his punishment be
changed because he was rawoved from one prison to anvther?  Would
it not still be the natural result ot sin?

There is no more injustice nor cruelty in fature than in present
punishuent, for both arc the ivevituble and constitutional preducticn
of the violation of law. Every sinner, in this life, bears the weight of
his own sins until his character before God is changed, or until he is
converted and pardoned through Jesus Christ ; but if he never become
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reconciled to God, why should he not feel the same sting for te) 3 one
hundred, or ten times one hundred years, or forever? Tt is the slale
of mind that is unhappy whether it be found on this, or the other side
of the grave : and until some one can prove that man loses all con-
sciousness of sins at death, or that the grave is to be a kind filter to
strain out all impurities fro.a his soul and give him a good character
that shall be worthy of the « well done,” we shall be compelled to be-
lieve with the poet, alluding to an expression found in Solomon’s writ-
ings,—

Just as the tree ent down, that fell
Nortaward or southward, there it lies;
So man departs ¢y heaven or hell,
Iixud in the state wherein be dies.

Some even have not scrupled to present the insane suggestion that .
¢ime heals over the wounds of the soul—that the spirit has a recupera-
tive encrgy in itself that like the body will outgrow almost any gash 1
made upon it. Even if this analogy were correct it would prove noth-
fug, for the body cannot be crippled without a loss of time with all its
advantages ; but who ever thought of a thief being any the less a thief
or o murderer any the less a murderer who had escaped the hand of |
justice twenty years than he was one year after the deed had been |
committed? 1s a debtor the less 2 debtor who has becn inselvent ten -
years, or who has for such a time defranded his creditors?  Or would }
lie not rather besome tse more invelved by the acenmulation”of inter-
est? The crimes of the ungodly are rot diminished by time but rath-
er intensified, nor is the nature of his punishment changed—only the
degree of it.  Just as the indolent student will feel, as he grows older,
a keener sense of the folly of his youth in neglecting his opportunities :
for mental culture as he gradually wakes up to o deeper sense of the ;
need of education, so may the reprobate’s punishment be intensified
hereafter, but it will be of the same kind aad will rush upon his soul
on the same old principle of cause and effzot—nothing arbitrary, noth-
iug tyranically vindictive on the part of his Judge. :

The nature of this punishment in tinie‘and eternity ié doubtless the }:,
same. It cousists in o wicked state of heart as, opposed to, God and § ;
ks yeign,and in tho abnosnal and, wrotched state of all the gffections, .
Such ag loast ave iis begindings on cart! in the breast of every sinful ;
wan, nd ho futurs world, s but 3 coasiouation of the prosonts,  If the
soul do not enjoy God unf goliiness here, how could it ther God
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has made us to sit in heavenly places, but if the little of heaven that
we have on carth is not palatable, what a disrclish would the sinner
feel for the full-orbed righteousness of heaven itsclf? Take the thief, !
the drunkard, the reveller, the seducer, &c., all to the New J erusalem,
and invest them with the crown of Life and garb of Rightcousness, leg !
them sec God and the Lamb, let them hear Christ’s best ¢hoir perform
heaven’s most rapturous song, and even there, their hearts yet full of |
vipers’ blood, hateful and hating onc another, heaven would soon be !
blackened into hell, for none but the pure in heart ean ever be happy
in heaven or on earth. :
0, sinner ; f

Repent, thou hast a soul to save,

Thy sins how high they mouat,

What are thy hopes bevond the grave?

How stands that dark account ?

Remember that when thou liest down to sleep with o guilty con-
science, it haunts thee like 2 busy demon at thy first waking breath,
And art thou willing to lie down in death an enemy to God, and let
the dawn of Eternity rise upon all thy seeret sins, and wake thy mem. ©
ories of long forgotten crimes, when thou shalt feel in thy profoundest
soul  that the harvest is past and the summer ended?”  Remember ©
that heaven will not oppose thy entrance there if thou art willing to
go unaccompanied by sin, but the contraband wares ¢f the kingdom of
darkness can never be smuggled iuto the port of the city of our God,
Be free from sin through the blood of the cternal coverant, and thon
ghalt be free from its punishment, and shalt have a seat in the grand &
orchestral throng when— ‘

Nearest the thr me and tirctin vong,
Man shall Lis hallelujahs raise. :

!
!
z
!
3

UNION—AN INTERESTING DIALCGUE.

CHLAPTER XI.

Wogrp had been circulated that on New Year’s Day, the six minis

" ters and their churches, in the town of [nily, would unite, and henas- !
forth be but one church. As might bave been expected, there wopa |
large assembly consisting of all classes, with the six preachers and the {

DTy end
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members of their churches in attendance. The following was the elos-

| ing scene

i Lyes. Brethren, as we have met on the Lord’s day and the first
i day of the year, to take a very important step, I think it but reason-
f able, that we give our fellow-citizens a brief vutline of the reasons that
! have led us to this step.

f L. I satisfied myself that the authority of God requirpd us to unite.
| The Lord prayed that we should be one.  The holy apostle command-
ed us to be perfectly joined together and that there should be no divis-
ions among us.  In looking over ancient history, I found that there
was but one body—one church, or as we have heen wont to say—but
on¢ denomination —in the apostolic age, and that when any persons
took steps likely to result in a separation, they were condemned as
carnal, heretics, schismatics, ete., or as Jude cxpresses it, *sensual,
having not the Spivit.” From considerations like these, I have be-
come satisfied, that making and keeping up these divisions, is what the
Bible calls heresy, and that we are living in the clearest and most man-
ifest disobedience, and cannot expeet the blessings of heaven,

2. T inquired for the object of union and found a most forcible an-
swer in the Lord’s own words. e prayed that believers might be
one, that the world might believe. T saw clearly from this, that in the
! estimation of the Lord, division was directly in the way of the conver-
+ gion of the world, and that the Saviour did not contemplate the con-
version of the world till believers were united.  Knowing this, I eould
not, witlg any confidence, pray for the conversion of the world, without
making an cffort to remove out of the way an insupcraple bharrier.

3. T heeame satisfied, that o1l who are truly Christians, cen unite,
for the Lord would not require an impossibility, and pray for it to be
dane, that the world might be converted. If all Christiane ¢ nnot be
one, then, when the Lord prayed that they might Le one, he not only
| prayed, knowing that his prayer could not be answered, but made the
conversion of the world depend on the answer of a prayer that he knew
never could be answered.  This, I am well agsured, is not the case.—
When the Lord prayed that believers might be one, he not only pray-
ed for what cen, but what wi/l come to pass. Then, we may expect
the world to he converted.

but the Bible, It was the only law, the oaly creed, the only basis of

i 4. Iam well satisfied that there. js no Seriptural basis for union’
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union with the first churchaz. Tt contains all things nceessary to lifo
and godliness, and is able thoroughly to furnish the man of God to
every good woik, It is the en'y rule of fuith, s dwelave al'y ficm tho
begining, admitted it to be better than all anr ereeds. We read it to
the sick and quote it to comfort the dying.  We all admit it to be per-
fect, and the only perfect rule. We all claim that we love cur doctring
beeause it is like it, and that the creed tho nearvest Bke it is the near-
est right.  This coukl not be the caxe, onlv vpon the admissicn which
we all make, viz: 7hat the ! ible is preciscly vight. Thiz admission
all must make, and no man who does make it can show a goed veason
why he does not take it as uis only ereed.

f. Tam satisficd that we should abancon ol religious names and
titles not found in the Bible.  No matter what names we have been
willing to submié to, we have all the time heen willing to be ealled
« Christians,” or * Disciples of Christ.” We, at any time, would
have been insulted if any one had declared that we were not Christiang,
or not Disciples of Christ. Dut our former circamscribed names are
repudiated and rejected by all, exeept the little party that has adopted
cach one. No one of these names is vencrated, or held in the least re-
gard except by that party that has adopted it. But it is not so with
the name Christian. It is held in high esteem by us all, and we all
feel that we are dishonored, if any man denics that we are Christians,
When we come to die, it will be worth more to be a € hristiazn than
everything else. Ifere we arc safe, for we can unite upon that which
is equally dear to us all.

6. Iam satisfied that nothing is Seriptural, safe and undeniably
baptism, but immersion. I cannot deny that sprinkling is doubtful,
controverted, and has always been in dispute ever sirce it existed, and
that it leaves a large number of those who receive it, as well as those
upon whom it is imposed, in doubt whether they have obeyed the com-
mand of the Lord. I have tried to satisfy such that it would do, which
I really could do. I grant then—I am compelled in honor to grant—
that it is right, to practice that invariably which is indisputable, and
never fails to satisfy those who receive it. I am weary with contro-
versy, and do not intend to practice that which is always in dispute,
and always involving persons in doubt.

7. Isaw the unhallowed work that our divisions were making in
our beautiful village, in dividing it off into some six parties. I saw
the divisions we were making in some familics, separating tbem inte
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three and four parties. I was compelled to confess that our efforts to
convert our citizens amounted to o failure, and that we never could
succced in our present attitude.

8, T was compelled to see the intolerable expense we were impos-
ing upon our citizens, in building so many meeting-houscs, and sup-
porting such a number of preachers, and I could not aveid confessing |
upon my knees before the Lowd, that we were was' ing the Lord’s money. '

0. Thad to admit that we wasted a large amount of our time in |
combating each other, that would all be saved, if we were all united. g
Tor this, I was satisfied, the Tord would call us to an account. T was
not wiiling to continue this.

10, T beeame satisfied that our peculiarities that separate us, and
distinguish us as parties, were not the Gozpel, and that we tacitly ad-
mitted such to be the fact all the time, becanse we admitted persons to
be Christians who did not believe these peeuliarities, which we could
not do if those peculiarvities were Gospel.  They are not the Gospel or
Christianity, or no man could be a Christian and not belicve them.— i
All that which men may think as they please about, and still be Chris-
tians, is no part of Christian faith, and no man should be required to
believeit.  But here, brethren, [holding up the New Testament], no
man can be a Christian and not believe this. T believe this Holy
Book and I love its blessed Author, and I love all those who believe
on, love, and follow him. I am willing to give myself wholly to him,
to obey and serve him forever, and I am ready to unite not only with |
these brethren, with whom I have had so many profitable meetings, é
but with all who love Him and will promise to keep his command- |
ments, upon this Holy Book. i

Meth. DBrethren, I never saw my way so fully open before. I can 5
sce no reason why we may not jnvite the whole world to come and go |
with us. Here we can cnjoy the ever blessed God, our glorious Sa-
viour, the Holy Spirit, all God has given to us and done for us, with
all who love him. Ilere we can all come with all who are near and
dear to us, and engage in one commion cause alike dear to us all.

Lap. Brethren, this is a happier day than ever I expected to see
in this world. It fills my heart with inexpressible joy, to think of cur
all being one.  'Will not all the children of God unite ?

Lp. T am fully satisficd on all the matters of our various meetingg,
and am Kappy beyond expression, that we are about to consummate so
glorious a union,

\
'8
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Lu. I perfectly accord with all that has been said, and am unable
i to express my gratitude to God for the work accomplishing in our
, midst.
Chr. Brethren, I cannot believe there is a good being in heaven or

upon carth, that will not vejoice in the work in which we are now en-
. gaged. The benefit resulting from this move in our own town, will be
worth the labors of a lifetime. Whenever we meet, from this time
forward, we are to meet as hrethren, in one common faith. Religion
will not be driven from the family circle by division. When we meet
as neighbors, the subject of religion will not be kept back on account
of disagreement.  When we start for the Lord’s house, we shall all go
i to the same house, to serve the same Lord, and the Lord’s prayer, that
we may be one, will be answered, so far as we are concerned.  May
we be enabled to keep, with the utmost fidelity, the everlasting eove-
nant upon which we now enter ! While we sing, let us extend to each
other the hand, in token"of our wnion, and as a pledge that we shall
maintain it and extend it, if possible, from the riversto the ends of the
earth. Sing the words—

¢ Blest be the tic that Linds
Ou: hearts in Christian love
The feilowshiip of Kindred minds
Istike o that above.”

When this interestiug cercmony was performed, a brother rose and
maid:

Brethren, we have the means now to give as much to the support of
, the cause as we did before our union,%nd I Lope the will to give much
more. I therefore propose, that we sell all the mecting-houses belong-
ing to us except one, and that the proceeds be constituted a poor fund,
aud sacredly kept for that olject; and, as we have now five preachers
more than we need coustantly with us, we constitute *hem / ome Jits-
sionaries, and sustain them to preach the glorious Gospel throughout
the whole land.

This motion unanimously carried.

—————— e s,

(% When a man has just religion enough to make him hate those
who profess a different faith, he is not more than half converted.

% It is with ideasas with pieces of money, those of the 1dast value
‘i generally circulate the most.
T

————
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A DISCIPLINARY ESSAY.

From the Christian Baptist,

They grestly mistake who cxpeet to find a liturgy, or a code of laws
in the New Institution, designed to govern christians cither in their
private or public relations and character.  This may be found in the
0ld Institution which the God of Abraham set up amongst the child-
ren of the flesh.  The nation of the Jews afford both demonstration and
proof that man cannot he governed or controlled either in piety or
morality by any extrinsic law, however exeellent or spiritual.  The
former institution was an institution of lew—the new n institution of
Javor.  Christiaus are not now, nor were they ever, under law, but un-
derfavor.  Ience argues the Apostie :— 8in shall not lord it ever
! you ; for you are nof uader law, but under favor.” A single monosyl-
lable represents the active prirciple, or law of subordination and of
practical morality which it wunfulds. That monosylluble is rove.
“ Lovets the fulfilling of the whole loe?  The glad tidings of the
divine philanthropy is the instrument or medium of the inspiration of
this principle.  The New  Institution writes upun the hearts, snd not
on marble, the governing principles or laws of all retigious and moral
action. This truth recognized and apprehiended, solves the difienlty
which has puzzled so many minds, and so generally distracted religious
society. Many chiristians have read and rummaged the apostolic wri-
tings with the spirit and cxpectations of a Jew in perusing the writings
of Moses—Jews in heart, bub christians in profession. They bave
sought, bat sought in vain, for an express command or precedent for
matters as minute as the scams in the sacerdotal robes, or the pins and
pilasters of the tabernacle.

The remote or proximate causes of most errors in disciplinary pro-
ceedings may be traced either to the not pereciving that the distine
guishing peculiarity of the New, or Christian Institution, is this——that
it aims at governing human action without leffer, and causes its vota-
ries to “‘serve in newness of spirit,” and not observing that the congre-
gations which christianity forms are desigued rather as schools of moral
excelleace, than as courts of inquiry possessed of judicial autherity.

To look still farther into the genious of the New Institution is yet
prerequisite to just conclusions on this subject. The New Institution,
governing religious and moral action by a law or principle engraved
upon the heart, proposes certain acts of private and public cdification
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and worship.  These are stated in the apostolic writings, and conform-
ity to thew is enjulned upon diseiples from the new obligations which
arise out of the new law.  The precepts fuund in the apestolie epistles
and those found in the Pentateuch or writings of Moses, kave one diff-
erentind attributs which cannot be to clearly presented here.  The pre-
cepts found T apo-wlic epistles originated or were oceaxion by the mis-
takes wirl mixdenianors found in Jews and Pagans, recently converted
to the christian falth. Bub the precepts or Luws found in the Penta-
teuch were promulzed Lefore the people began to act at 2ll, as a part
of the institution jiself.  ITence it was an institution cssentially of law
—the Now csoniially on institution of fevor.  All the actions of the
former wore presaribed hy law 5 but subordiration to- the latter is im-
plied in the gracions premulgation itself.

The velation established hetween God and Tsrael was a different refa.
tion frew: that established between God and christians,  As all duties
and priviliges arize fiom relations, if the relations are different, the
duties and priviieges are different also. Now God made himself known
to Tsracl shmply as their God and deliverer from Bgyptian bondage,
and as their King in contra-distinction from the kings of all other
nations.  Upon this fact, as the grand premises, as the OId institu.
tion prociaimed. Thus it began:—“I am the Lord your God who
brought you out of the house of bondage. Thercfore you shall ac-
knowledge no othér God besides me,” &e.  But the premises upon
which the New institution proceeds are of a much sublime and exalted
character.  Relations more sublime than national and temporal rela-
tions, cnter Into its nature, and lay the foundation of the New Econo-
my. Mo is the God and King of christians upon higher considerations
—and more than simply their God and King—Dhe is their Saviour and
Redeemer from worst than bondage ; their leader and guide to a better
inheritance than Canaan ; and their Father by a new and glorious pre-
vision which the national compact at Mount Sinai knew nothing of.

The rclation of Master and Servant is a very different relation from
that of I'ather and Son. This is rather an illustration, than a fuil
representation of the difference of velation in which Jews and Christiaus
stand to the God of the whole earth.  The relation of Creator and crea-
tare is the natural relation existing between Ged and all mankind,
But besides this he has instituted political and gracious relations bee
tween himself and human beings. These flow from his own good will




'\

THE CHRISTIAN BANNRER, 365

and pleasure, and as such, will be acquiesced in by the wise and good.
The natural and first relation in which mankind stand to cach otheris
that of fellow-creatures ; bat beoides this, a number of other natural,

wife, and the whole table of consanguinity and afinity ; besides all the
political relations, and those found in the kingdom of Jesus Christ,

Now the relation belween God and christians, or the relation which
the Now Tnstitution developes, is the mast gracious and desirable which
can bz conccived of 5 and therefr: presents to the human mind the loft-
fest and most comprehensive prineiples which cun excite to moral
gotion. Asin physics, so in cthics there are prireiples or j oxers more
influential than others,  But christianity discovars prineiples of action
which ro political, moral or religious relationy hitherto krown, could
originatz.  These new relations, and these new principles of action, are
stronger than death, more triumphant than the grave, and lasting as
cternity. The discovery of & new, gracious, spiritual, and eternal rela-
tion, and correspondent principles of action, meral and religious, is the
basis of that association called the christian charch or congregation.
1t is called the Reign or Kingdom of Heaven, because of the high and
sublime nature ot the relations, principles, duties, and privileges which
itdevelopes. All the political, commercial, and temporal relations of
what nature or kind soever, which human passions, intcrests, partial-
ities, or antipathics have given rise to, are weak and transient as the
spider’s thread compared with these. Hence the superlative glory of
the New Institution. The world knows it not. It knew not the found-
ers, and it apprehends not the institution. The Iight shines in dark-
ness, but the darkness reaches it not.

These premises merely stated, not illustrated, suggest the true rea-
#son why, in the discipline of the church, o much is to be done before
a member is to be severed from her embraces. In the politico-ecelesi-
astical relations of schismatic corporations the ties of consociation are
ncither very binding, nor the rclations very endearing. They are not
much stronger than the purse-strings of the treasurer, nor more dur-
able than the paper on which is written the shibboleth of their Magna
Charta. Members may be, and often%ure, separated without 4 pang or

admonition, of dehortation, of persuasion, known in such confederations
as that which the New Institution enjoine upon the citizcns of Heaven.

P

————

s sorrow. There is none of that tenderness of reproof, of correction, of .

-t

political, and gracious relations have been either necessatily or gracicus-
1y called into existence—-such as that of parent and child, hushand and -

e
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The first effort which the genius of the Now Institution enjoins with
respeet Lo offending brothers, in similar to that notable regulation eon-
oerning private trespasses, which, all who have read it remember, aims
at gaining the supposed aggressor or delinquent.  Hcnee the charac.

teristic feature in all congregational proceedings in reference to thoss
who sin, not so much against Christ, is that condescending tenderness
which aims at the conversion of the delinquent or travegrescor.  The
dernier roort, when all means fail, is separation.  This  ender solici-
tade and curuestiess to gain a brother who has fullen, iy, insome eases,
where the nztare of the case does not forbid, cstended even heyond
exclusion. Mo that aithough pullic good, as well as that of the sub-

jeet of censure, does require hisexclusion 5 yet even then he is not to be !
treated s un cnewy, Lut admonished as & brother. The lesson of all
others the most difficult, and the most important to Le lvarned on the
subject o this essay, iy that which the preeeding considerations suggest,
and that is bricfly that every part of the proceedings in refereuce to an
offending brother must be distinguished by every possible demonstration
of sympathy and coneera for his good standing and churacter in the
sight of God and man: and that final seclusion from $he congregation
must not be atlempied until admonition, reproof, and persussion, have
failed to cffect a real change in his views and bebaviour. Though 1
peither hold Lord Chesterfield nor bis writings in much esteem, yet I
cannot but admire his happy use of the “svartler in modo” and the
“fortiter in re,” xo much commended in bis letters. I the sweetnessor
gracefulness in the manner of doing, could always accompany the firm-
ness in the purpose, or in the thing to be done, it would be no less use- |
ful than ornamental even amongst christiang in ail their congregational

procecdings relating o offenders.
- ———

REVIEW OF DR. SIIEPARD.

[The following article was laid away with other unpublished docu- |
ments ; but the writer gives us proof that he Is still convinced that our
readers ought to have it.  Being very liberal with communications, sod
those who send them, we now lay. it before our readers—D. O.]

Forthe Chiisiian Banrer.
v I resume my pen again fur the further consideraticn of Dr. Shep
ard’s address published in the Christian Banver for December Jast.
In aformer article 1 endeavored to show seme things the church had
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authority to do, in opposition to Dr. 8. who ssid the church has no
authority. We have had I do not know how many articles about evan-

elists in the pages of the Banner within the last six or eight months.
The first of these (in the Oct. No., 1826) signed T F., contains valu-
sble matter. Tt should be read, re-read, and read again. T. F. and
Dr. 85 articlcs ave in divect opposition to each other upon a most impor-
tant point, namely, whether churches or evangelists are highest in

! authority.

T. ¥, maintains that the churches have authority to educate, choose,
eall, appoint, or ordain, and send forth evangelists; in other words,
churches have authority to make or counsecrate evangelists. Dir. S. on
the other hand says the church has no authority. He represents evan-
gelists as a superior order of men, having the sole power or aunthority
to make churches, in other words to form and organize churches, choose
and ordain overscers and deacons, also authority over churches even so
far as publicly to reprove elders. e also conmstitutes evangelists a
court of appeal fov setling differences arising between members of the
same church. Sece his address. Now, although these contradictory
statements have found their way into the pages of the Banner, withous
any remarks from our editors, they cannot be both scriptural.  If the
one is right, the other ix wrong. It is for the reader to examine and
judge for himself.  As I agree with T. I, T shall now attempt to prove
that he s on serinture ground, and if' 1 suceced it will necessarily over-
throw Dr. Shepard’s position.

I now proceed to prove T. FJs position, viz; that churches hava -

suthority to choose, call, appoint, and send out evangelists, mis
sionaries, or mussengers, I care not which of these names be given
them. By turning to the book of'the Acts, chap. ¥, we find that a
great perscention arose against the church at ferusalem, end they were
all seattered abroad except the apostles.  Those scattered abroad went
everywhere preaching the word.  Some traveled as far as Antioch ; tha
hand of the Lord was with them ; many believe and turned to the Lord.
Here we have a swarm of evangelists: (evangelists, did Tsay? Yes,

reader, evangelists.  The term evangelisc means neither more nor less

than a preacher of the gospel, and these were preachers, aud successfanl
preachers too,) without call or ordination, preaching the best way they
could and their labors abundantly blessed. 'Tidings of these things

came to the cars of the church of Jerusalem, and they (the church) sent |

forth Barnabas that he should go as far as Antioch, Acts 11 : 22, Now
observe, this was a deed of the church at Jerusalem, and this one passage
proves all we proposed ; the church calling, appointing, and scnding an
evangelist and liniting his mission to go far as Antioch. !

Again, the church at Antioch consecrates and sends Barnabas snd
Seul forth as cvangelists, Acts 13 : 1—4.  Again, this same church
sends messengers to Jervsalem about circumcision, and the Jerusalam
church, including apostles and elders, sends back messengers or evange»
lists to Antioch.  Let the reader now consult Acts 15 : 2, 3, 4, 23, «d,

e mnen Sacimansma——r®
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+ gelists being sent by the churches must then have Leen the servants of
* the churches. Again, T. F. says, when speaking of the education,

-

+ strange that the pupil after receiving his education would torn round

- oy

~rererrs -

. been & common thing among the churches in those days. In 2 Cor. 8;
19, 28 we read of the messengers of the churches, chosen by the churches

 man who will not be convinced by the evidence I have produced, it

- ionand lordship over it? Such an ider is not to be enteriaincd even
¢ for one moment.

' Head of the church given authority to exccute this solcm task. Tan-

' Provinces have exercised on several oceasions, and if it was my yiese

o
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and he will see that the sending of these mesengers was the deed of
these churches. The sending of messengers or evangelists seems to have

to travel with the apostlc. Epaphroditus was the messenger of the Phik
ippian church to sssist Paul in his missionary laborers, Phil. 2 : 21—
4: 13,

I now fucl confident that T have proved T. F.’s position, viz., that
the churches have authority to choose, call, and fend evangelisté, mes
gengers, or missionaries, and that the first churches exercised this ;

- guthority while the apostles were still with them, and that T bave over-

thrown Dr. Shepard’s assertion that the church has no authorvity. The

would be useless to reason with him, as he is proof against evidence.

The following is respectfully submitted for consideration, as evis
dence that churches are superior in authority to evangelists. Tt is a
general rule that the party that sends is superior in authority to the,
party sont. The apostles were the servants or evangelists of Josus
Christ. He sent them ; they were his servants when seaf.  The evan-

of evangelists, t1at the charch is the only theological school on curth to |
educate cvangalists.  See October No. of Banuer, {856, pages : , 20%, ]

g Lo

Now if this is true, (and I ask, who wiil deny it ?) would it not be

upon the seminary that instructed him, and attempt to exercise domin.’

4 bt s

I should supposc that the excommunicating of a person {rem the
chureh of God on carth is the most solemn, and thet which rcgnives the !
highest authority to perform, as it deprives the person thus dualt with:
of the privileges of the house of God. I ask, then, to whew bas the;

s

PraprEruy

swer, to the church, Matt, 1x: 1731 Cor. 5: 4,5, It is the peculiar }
duty of the church to purge out the old leaven. The punishe
ment of exclusion from the church can only be inflicted by t:e chure, i
2 Cor. 2: 6. The church is the only power that can resfore vy« repen- &
tance the party excluded, 2 Cor. 2: 3, ¥, and from the righs- a5 dedi- »
sion of the church there is no appeal, Matt, I5: 1¥, and o cleary, ¢

proves that the church is the highest tribunal on earth, as. 2t= decision
is not suhgect to be appealed from, ueither reviewed by ary enmit on 3
carth. No evangelist or eompany of evangelists can exeinde e legst

member of a christian church ; upon the contrary, a church wan exs.
clude an evangelist if he acts an unworthy part and refuse to Le z-«lmb’ijl;

f ished and-reform.  And this authority the churchés in thesc (I_-ow‘p'r){g

business to enter into these things 1 believé vine-tenfhs of b Teaders :

°




_has no authority, or that evangelists have authority over churehes, man-

¢ brother Sillar’s gencral argument against friend Shepard, it is willingly

- relative to ¢vangelists and evangelizing is- making w stir. Geed will |
o . . . - . . e 5 e E
- grow out of it.  Truth feirs neither investigation wor opposition: None .
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of the Banner would say the churches did their duty, and could mot
consistently do any other thing.
I give it as ny humble opinion that any man who says the church

ifests a degree of ignorance in scripture knowledge that is vary supris-
ing, and no title of Dr. will te sufficient to give such & man the chars
acter of an able minister of the New Testament.

I <hall now make a fow remarks upon the term evangekist, for there
scems to be some mysterious ideas attached to this term. The term
evangelist occurs three times in the conumon version of the christian
soriptures.  Evangelists are one of the gifts given for the cdifying of
the body of Christ, Bp. 4: 12, We read of the work of an cvange-
list, 22 Tim. 4 : 5. Phi.ip, (one of the seven) is the only man numed in ¢
seriptare who is actually called an cvangelist, Acts 21 ¢ ¢, '

Morison in his Bible Dictionary defines the term a preacher of the gos-
pel, or proclaimer of glad tidings. Elder A. Campbell gives the same
definition.  T. 1. agrees with this ; and even Dr. 8. admifs this to be
the meaning of the term.  The above authorities seem to be sufficient
to settle the meaning of the term, It simply means a preacher of the
gospel.  The «Christian Baptist® says thab christian mothers who
make known to their children the glad tidings, are most worthy of the
name (evangelist) of any persons now on earth, puge .. This work
agrees with 1. . that o church has authority to send & preacher to
those who stand in need of his service, page 536, Shepaid (if I under-
stund him) maintains that evangelists are coniinually necded to move
among the churches to ordain elders, organize new churches, and correct
any disorder that may arise in the churches. Jlder Camphell on the
other hand says, the office evangelist as & proclaimer of the gospel was
always contingent ; he was needed in some plaees 3 he compares him to
the prophets of old occasionally necded, and he adds, ©* Lut wlen chries
tian congregations cover the country and walk in the instituted order of
the new institution, such persors will not be necessary any meore than a
standing army in time of peace.” .

Experience proves that evangelists bave their faults like others, and
it appeurs to me that it is not only unscriptural but extreuely impru-
dent to give evangelists such power and authority as is claimed fur them
by brethren Shepard and Errett.

et s Ui 5050 £ AV e WAL S el e b e £t L B0 Bt it e e e

J:axes Siivars.

Althongh we fail to see that the preceding adds the least strength to

inseribed upon our pages, sceing that he regards it as of importance.
We are very mach gratified that the address published a year ago

of us would ever learn anything if we gravely convinécd ourselves that
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we had already arrived at the perfection of knowledge. The leading |

| positions of Shepard’s address last December are clearly and strongly '

stated. They arceither true or not true, scriptural or anti-seriptural, In
our judgment they are entitled to a fair and full investigation ; and |
after the other scribes have emptied their ink bottles or drained their |
pond of thought upon the topic, we shall, though not among the aged,
also show our stock of reflections. In the meantime those who diffr
upon the subjeet have the free use of these pages to argue and bring |
forth their power for and against, We do not say and dare not say !
that all articles sent to us will have utterance, for all have not the merit |
to edify, but we will give the fullest liberty to those who are pleased to ;
take different sides to make their causc as strong and convineing as :
they are able. :

As brother T. T, as he appears in an essay of last year, is greatly ap- |
plauded by our brother Sillars, we trust he will not repudiate T. F, ag
he comes forth in the Gospel Advocate in a late Number, when he
8ays 2.—

<« Bvangelists should have the general supervision of the churches.

. . . . The Kvangelists planted the primitive churches, set |
in order what was wanting, ordained the older men or elders to overses |
the respective flocks, and then these Ivangelists traveled abroad again
to plant and put into active service other churches. Whilst also they
were the ministers or apostles of the churches, and were ¢ireful to
report to the congregations that recommended them for the Jabor, they
always not only felt that it was their duty to sce that bishops and men-
bers acted well their part, but thatit was a part of their labor to see
that the churches were kept in order. lence the Apostle Paul
speaks ¢ Of that which cometh upon him daily, the care of all the
churches.” (2 Cor. xi, 28,) Evangelists shoald now feel that the
care of the churches, to some considerable degree, rests wpon them. :
Their eye should be over shepherds as well as flocks.  The  true Hvan- '
gelist is one who has all the members to perform their appropriate '
labor, but he never thinks of taking the office from any one.”

—Let us review all these things calmly and patiently, and if wo then
dissent from ce another, let us as brethren do it genteelly and with -
christian courtesy. D. 0.

e

#*,* What things werc gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ:
yea, doubtless, and I count all things loss for the excellency of the
koowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.—FPacL.
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PRAYER.—No. 1.

« And when thou pravest thou shalt not be 28 the hypoerites are : for thev love

ta pray stancing in 1ke <ynagogues, and in ihe corners of the streets, that they
may be seen of men. Verily I<ay unto vou, ‘hey have their reward.  But thon
wasn thon pravest ;o enfer into thy eloset, andt when thou hast shut the door,
pray tothy Father whois inseerel; and thy  Fatlier wio seeth in secvet, shall
reward thee opealy

Qur present subject is the utility of seeret prayer. We shall not
attempt to exhaust it 5 we shull only briefly notice and illustrate some
of the most obvious benefits which result from this part of Christian
" devotion.

}. The firsb of these is the caitivation of our own spiritual nature,
If it isalaw of the human constitution, that all its powers and suscep'i-
bilities are developed and strengthened by exercise, then what can be
more beneficial than the devotions of the closet? There isno other
place heneath the heavens, that is so favorable for the legitimate exer-
cise of our moral facaltics. Jiven in the religious assembly, the atten-
tion is often =rrested, and the heart made to wander, by some improper
display of the lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of
life. But from thecloset, all such evil influences are excluded. There
| ismo motive to deceive or to make a vain display of our persons, our
! dress, and our goud works. DBut there the mind turns in upon itself.
There the conscicnee is awakened. There we see ourselves in the light
i of Heaven. And there, under the deep, solewm, conviction, that we
are on holy grownd, and that the eye of Ged is upon us, we are almost
compelled to be humble ; to repent of our sins; to forgive our enemies;
to sympathise with theafllicted ; to adore our Creator; to love our Re-
decmer : and to exercise all the powers of our souls in harmony with
the will of God.

An hour in the closst may, thercfore, do more to rectify and strength-
en ourreiigious impressions and moral facultics, than many days of
oedinary serviee in the public congregation.  And hence all the great
mosal hevoes of the world, have been distinguished for their devotion
to the closet, and for the consecration of much of their time to the
daties and privileges of seerct prayer.

2. It forms o habit of close uniow, cowmunion, and feilowship with
God. The law of habit is well understood. Allmen live and act under
its influence.  The man who frequents the theatre, the ball-roow, the
. drinking or thy gumbling saloon, soon feels that be is by fin invisible
and almsst irresistible intluence drawn to these hauats of idleness, vice,
snd dissipation.  1le may sce poverty, disgrace, misery, and wretehed-
ness before him ; and he may feel the awful forebodings of an awakened
consaience within himy but the furce of habit overcomes 21l his fears
and feeble resolutions.  Under its still increasing power, he visits and
revisits these charncl-houses of iniquity, till a dart strikes through his
lfiver, and by his own folly he seals forever the doom of his eternal in-
amy,
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But the men who begins his course of life on the ascending seale
who formis habits of industry, frugality, temperance, patience, godliness,
brotherly kindness, and philanthropy, will soon find no difficuity in as.
cending to the mount of God. These habits become to him the sceons
dary laws of his nature ; and he hungers and thirsts after righteousness
a3 the weary hart pants after the brooks of water.

‘I'he habit of secret prayer is no exception to this general law, Ip
no other religious exercise, are we brought so near to God: in no other, |
can we be so familiar with the Creator of our bodies and the Fatherand |
Preserver of our spirits.  And, as it is a law of our nature, that we
form attachments to those with whom we associate ; and even become |
assimilated to them in the elements of our character ; it follows that
no other acts of devotion are so favorable for the cultivation of zodliness,
aud for the formation of those other virtues, the tendency of which isto
draw us nearer to God, as the only immutable, eternal, and unwasting
fountain of life and happiness. And hence those who have been most
devoted to the closet, and who in this way have formed habits of inti
macy, communion, and fellowship with God, have always been the hap.
piest of men.

This is no merely theoretical or speeulative conclusion. It is sus
tained by the history of all past ages. The prophets, the apostles, and -
the martyrs were all remarkable examples of the truth of this hypothe.
8is ; and so are the spirits of the just in ITeaven who cease not day nor
night to ¢ worship Him that liveth forever and ever, and to cast their §
crowns before the throne, saying, thou art worthy, O, Lovd, to receive ‘

i

glory, and honor, and power : for thou -hast created all things, and for
thy pleasure they are and were created.”

3. It preserves us from many evils, Our worst enemies are our own
lusts and passions. But these may all be subdued by and through the
influcnce of seeret prayer. low, for example, can any man cherish a
feeling of pride in his heart, when, concealed from the world, he peurs
out the desires of his soul in hunmible cupplication, to the God who rules |
in Heaven and who does vihat he pleases among the inhabitants of the |
Earth ! Iow can he cultivate a spirit of revenge, while imploring the
forgiveness from that Being who has said ** Veugeance is mine 3 1 will?
repay, saith the Lord 1  How can he indulge in anger, wrath, malice, !
or any of the other works of the flesh, while seeking the «id of that
Spirit, whose fruiisare always * Love, jov, peace, long-suffering, gentle-
ness, gooduess, fidelity, meckness, and temperance 7 Prayer, when !
properly offered, must always have o soothing infiuence on the affec
tions. Itstendency is to allay the passions, to promote the virtues, and,
to harmonize all the powers and faculties of the soul. Ic subducs the
will of manr, and makes the will of God the supremne law of the uaiverse,

4. It also seeures to us much positive good, by fulfilling a condition
on which God can and does bestow his blessing on fallen wan. ltisa
great mistake to suppose that the influence of prayer is altogether subs
jedtive ; or ab any rate, that i} never extends beyoud the narrow limits
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of our own earthly associations. 1t reaches God himself : it moves-the
veriy throne o £ the universe. :
kuow some have ridiculod the idea that the prayers and entreatics
of fallen, sinful, rebel worms of the dust should in any way affect the
Divine administration. But this is only to expose our own ignorance of
the moral government of God.  Ifa father finds it consistent with his
dignity 3 with the regulations of his government ; and with the best in-
terests ofhis children, tohestow favors in answer to their petitions, why
may not the Almighty ¥ ather of the universe, act on the same princi-
161 If this is a wise and prudent regulation in the government of a
family, why may it not be so in the cconomy and administration of the
© universe ?

Surcly this is not a proper subject for vidicule. 1f we cannot un-
derstand it, let us humbly confess our ignorance, and seek for more
¢ enlarged and comprehensive views of the Divine government. Tomany
. persons, it would appear just as absurd that the pen in my hand should
- have an influence on the most remote of the fixed stars, as that the,
prayers of & poor, penniless, and despised follower of Jesus Christ, should
exeite the sympathies of Heaven, und effect the purpose of the King of
kings and the Lord of lords. ,

.: But these two problems have both been solved. Newton obtained an
answer to the one, and the Ioly Spirit is the great demonstratorrof the
| ather. The question then is forever settled with those who regard the.
} Bible of paramonnt authority.
The fullowing illustrations from the Ioly Oracles, may serve to stir
* up the minds of many by way. of remembrance on this important
- subject. We quote first from Moses, Nambers xiv : 11, 20, Aud the
! Lord said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me and how
long will it be before they believe me for all the signs which 1 have
. ghowed among them 1 1 will smite them with the pestilence, and
{ disinherit them, aud I will make of thee a greater nation and & mightier
! than they  And Moses said uato the Lord, Then the Egyptians shall
 Lear it, fur thou broughtest up this people from among thew, and they
} will tell it tothe inkabitants of this land,for they have heard that thon
Lord art among this people, that thou Lord art scen face to face, and
that thy cloud standeth over thewm, and that thou goest before them, by
dag-time in a pillar of a cloud, and iv & pillar of fire by night, Now if
thou wilt kill this people as one man, then the nations which have
1 heard the fame of thee will speak, saying, Because the Lord was not.
 able to bring this people into tho Jand which he swaro unto them, theve-
! fore he hath slain them in the wilderness. And now 1 bescech theey. !
| let tha power of tuy Lord be great, according as thou hastspoken, saying,
' The Lord is long-suffering and of great merey, forgiving iniquity and
. transgression, and by no means clearing the gailty, visiting the iniquity
¢ of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.
Purdon, I bescech thee this peopie, according unto the greatuess of thy -
{ meroy, and as thou hast forgiven this. people froni Egypt even until now. -
i £nd the Lord said, I have pardened according o hy word.”

L3 -
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. The testimony of the apostle James on this subject is altogether con.
clusive. ¢ Confess your faults,” says he, “one to the another, and pray
onc for another, that ye may be healed. The cffectual, fervent prayer !
of a rightcous man availeth much.  Miins was a man subject to like
passions as we are, and he prayed carnestly that it might not rain: ang
it rained not on the carth for the space of three years and six months,
Aud heprayed again and the Heaven gave rain, and the Karth brought
forth her fiuit.”

Qur space will not permit us to make any additional quotations ; but,
agan antidote to the skepticism that now exists on_this subject, we
commend to our readers, sud especially to the young, the study ang
carcful examination of such passages as Gen. 19: }1—21; Num. 11,
1—23 Deut. 9: 19i—=203 1. Sam, 12 10—19 3 2 Kings 20 : 1—f;
Job 42: T—3; Psa. 18: €—15; Daniel ©: 18—14; Jonah 3: 1—
10; Luke 18: 1—3; 1. John 3: 225 all of which illustrate the great
efficacy of prayer ; and its influence even on the will and purgoses of
Jehovah.  As long, then, as it is written, © If we confess our sins ho
is faithful and just to forgive us cur sing, and to cleanse usirom all upe
righteousness,” it will be in vain to speculate and philosophise
against the utility aud propriety of sceret prayer.  The iatienal and
well-gronnded conviction, that, by a solcmn appeal to our Heavenly
Tather, through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chyist. we may obtain the
free and ful) pardon of all oursins, gives more peace. joy. eoriort and
eonsolation to the soul, than all the hionors and weai iy of this time-per
ishing world. .

A, It enables us to promete the geod and happiness of othiore. Thist |
does in several ways: In the fiest place, it is, as we have scen. the means
of securing the favor of God in theiv behall.  The prayers of Abraban
were worth more to Lot than all the viehies of the viain 3 the citreaties
of Job were fuil of hlessings to Bliphas, and Lidad and Zeplar and
the intoreession of Moses saved the nation of Isracl

Who, than, can estimate the amount ¢f goed that has Leen secured
to mankind, throneh the humble, cavnest, and peuitcuiial snyptications |
of the closot? Who ean recount the varviows individual, coeial, ceclesi |
astical, and national blessings that have heen ponrad cut of the windows
of Heaven, in answer to secret prayer T Who con tell how v any poer |
wandering prodigals have been bronght back to thelr Fatha:’s house, |
and male heirs of immortality and eternal Life, threugh the canest and |
repeatud prayers of a piovs brother, or sister. or mother? '

Why, then, do we net all thns pray?t  Vihy do we nof mnere froe
quently retive to our closets, and pray move cainestiy for tbe ralvation
of immostai souis{  How much more pavents wight do in this way to
promote the present and cternal well-being of their childrer. than they
¢an by constantly laboring to seeure for tham o large suyp'y of the
riches, and the honors, and the pleasures of this vain werld! Let us, )
then, endcavor to appreciate more highly the great value und efficncy !
of seeret prayer, as a means of securing to others the rich blessinge of
the life that now is and of that which is to come, ’

-
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Another way in which our private devotion may have an influence on
| the life and destiny of others, is through its cffects on our own characy
ter, temper and disposition.  There is a fitness in all the arrangements
of creation, providence and redemption. The iceberg never promotes
the growth of vegetation. The frosts of winter do not cause the bud
and the tender flowers to spring forth. And the heart that is filled
with envy, jealousy, and revenge, has no power to win souls to Christ.
But the man whose ¢vil passions have heen subducd 3 and whese love,
mercy, and benevolence have been excited and strengthened by the de-
votions of the closet, iy a savor of life unto life, wherever he goes. He

always have an attractive, as well as a transforming, influence on the
minds and hearts of others.

If, then, we would be good, and do good, and glorify our Father who
* s in IIcaven, let us not forget the duties and privileges of secret prayer ;
let us often retive to our closets, and when we have shut the door, ley
us pray to our Father who is in scevet, and our Father who sceth in
seevet will surely roward us openly.

R M.

! PRAYER.—No. 2.

T:ay unto you, thatil two of you shall agree on Narth, astouching

- any oae Ui g e dhey stiall ask aesialt be done for thaa olmy Pather who is

e gieaven. Forwbere tnyv orthiee s gathered together oy wune, there
& i in the midst of them.”—Matr, xviil: 19-20.

% Aoain

All the advantages of sceret prayer, belong also in some degree to
social prayer. It 1s truc, that the latter is not so favorable for self-ex-
amination ; for the free, full, and open confession of our sins; and of an
huuble, contrite, and devotional frame of mind, as the former. It is
not so free from those popular and worldly influences that serve to
cherish in our hearts a vain, proud, and ostentatious spirit.

But it has, nevertheless, some peculiar advantages. Man isnot alto-
gether selfish. Ile is a social being. And he needs the influcnee of
sympzthy, 2s a means even to the right cultivation of his own nature.

¢ Oh, there is a need that on inen’s heaits shounid fall
A sprrit that can sympathise with al’?

Where, for instance, can we find another place so favorable for the
cultivation of our paternal feelings, as the family altar? Avound it
meet and cluster a thousand tender and sacred associations. There we
gee, in the most interesting lLight, our relations, dutics, and obligations
to our own offspring. There we are made to sympathise with them in
their joys and their sorrows; in their hopes and their fears; in their
trials and their templations; in their fortures and their misfortunes ;
and there we are led to think most serious ;, how awful a thing it isto
be a youth; to be a man ; to be a candidate for immortality, and yet to
be opposed by all the evil influences of the world, the flesh, and the
Devil.  There we feel our common dependence on God for every good

is a living illustration of the power of the Gospel on the soul ; and must
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and perfect gift.  There we fael our mutnal aced of & Saviow™s bload, |
and of the comforting, sunctifving, and sustaining influcitecs of the -
Ioly Spirit.  And there, it ever, our souls yearn over owr children,
while the very fountains of our heing ave stirved up in thank<ziving,
and praise, and supplication to Him who is the Father of the whole
creation, ‘

The same prineiple will alsa apply to the other relations of life, If:
we desire to sympathise deeply with our fellow mortals, we must asso-
ciate with them ; we must pray with and for them.  YWe must go to the
housc of mourning ; we must not forget the prayer-mecting; and we
must often kneel in the great congregution. ,

But social prayer is 2 benefit not only to ourselves 5 it is ai=oa power-
ful and divinely appointed means for the convietion, conversion, sancti. .
fication, and salvation of others. This is especially true in the family,
The rolation of a parcnt and child is one of the nearest, dearest, and
most interesting on carth,  And heuce it invoives an influcnce that is
peewliar to itself.  The example of the parent, is to the child, during
the most impressible period of its existenee, the standard of all that 13
right, noble, and magnanimous.  Tts greatest effort, therefore, is to im-
itate hiri.  What he says and does, il attempts to =ay and do also, I ;
hie swears, 16 swears ; it ha prays, it prays; but ifhe neglects the throne -
of graee, it will neglect the throne of the universe, and Him that sits |
upon it. .

For the proper exercise of this influence over the child, the pavent is,
of course, vesponsinle.  Wherever much is given, much will atso he re-
quired. This is a law of the universe, from which none are «xcmpted,

What an awful account, then, will some pavents have to render, con- |
cerning this part of their stewardship, when every man shall appear be- !
fore the great white throne, to receive his sentence aceording to the !
deeds done in his own body, whrther they be goed or whether they be ;
evil. To be able, on that day, to stand on the right hand of the Su- |
preme Judge of the universe, and to say, Behold here also are the ;
childien which thou hast given me, would, methinks, ke joy cnough to |
fill the heart of any ransomed man. ;

But who could bear to stand on the Jeft hand of the Judge, and thereto 5
hear the accusations and criminations of his own offsyring ! to heara |
doomed son ordaughter say, Father, you have brought me to this end!’
You never taught me to read and to study that Book by which T an
now {0 be judged!  You never divected me to the Lamb of God that
once took away the sin of the world! You never taught me to pray to
Tlim who once said, “ Ask, and ye shall receive ; seck, and ye shall
find 5 knoek, and it shall be opened unto you!” You never led me to
the sanctuary, tothe house of prayerand praise! You taught me to
swear ! to profane the name of God ! to seck pleasure at the theatre, at
the ball-room, and at the card-table! But you never taught me either
by preeeptor by example, to seek happiness at the fountain of life!
You never taught me to seek forgivenessat a throne of grace ! and now,
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© the bavvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are compelled to stand
! on the ill-boding side of the throne of judgment.

i Courteons reader, where will you stand on that day?  And, if you
_are a pavent, where will your children stand?  This is the proper time
. to answer and to settle these questions. If yon have no delight in the
worship of God here, do not flater yourself, that you will delight in it
heveafter.  If you do not teach your children to pray in the world
that now is, they may never be permitted to pray in that which is to
come.

T know some heady, heartless, nomimal Christians will hear ask for
aspeeific “Thus saith the Lord,” before they will consent to bring to-
gether the members of their respective families, once, twice or three
times a day, to unite in the social worship of Jehovah, This elass of
men arc always anxious to know how little they may serve God, and
how much they may serve the world, the flesh, and the Devil, and yet
reach Ileaven at last.  If they can only escape the torments of Hell,
and just barely squecze through the gates into the eternal city, they
will be abundantly satisfied. Aund hence their constant inquiry is,
Nust T read my Bible? 'wst I often retire to my ecloset? Must I
pray with and for my family? aJust 1 attend she prayer-mecting?
Must I, on every Lord’s day, commemorate the death and resurrection
of thc Lord of life and glory?

But the sincere followers of Him who esteemed it more than his meat
and his drink to do the will of his Father in Heaven, use a very different
vocabulory.  They humbly and earnestly ask, Jay I do all these

> approach a throne of merey?  Alay Iin the closet, in my family, in
i the prayer-meeting, and in the great congregation, presume to make
" known my requests, and pour out the desires of my heart to the King
. of kingz, and Lord of lords?

The tenor and spirit of these two classes of interrogatories differ as
widely as the judicial accents that will forever settle the destiny of the
righteous an‘l the wicked on the day of judgment. And they indicate
states of mind and heart, of thoughts and feelings, that are just as diff-
erent, in kind, as the thoughts and purposes of the loyal and of the
rebel angels.  There can be no compulsion, no constrained service in
the'kingdom of God. ““Thy people,” said the Holy Spirit, by the in-
spiration of David, “shall be willing in the day of thy power ; in the
beauties of holiness from the womb of the moruing, thou hast the dew
of thy youth.”

If, even then, there had been no altar of incense in the tabernacle of
Moses ; if Solomon had never said, “ Train up a child in the way he
should go;” if Paul had not added, “And ye, fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath ; but bring them up in the purture and admonition
of the Lord,” if there were not ia the whole Bible, a single preeept
or example, bearing directly on the subject of family prayer, it would
be enough for the man who has a right conception of his own wants,
and of the wants of his children, to know that it is his privilege at any

things?  17ay T worship Him that made Heaven and Earth? HNay I !
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time, and at all times, to lead them to the merey seat, and there with -
and for them, to implore the merey, the protection, the sustaining grace, .
and the all-comprehensive blesstng of Him who has seide <Sufice Tittle
children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such isthe -

kingdom of Heaven.?

Aud houee the most plons have been the most regular and constant
in their fumily devotions,  Indeed, we have never scen auy very strong
indications of vital picty, where family worship has been neglected,
We have known many pavents whi eould very eloguenty dizeus and

analyze the mint, the anise, and the cumiain of Christianity 5 who |

couid philosophise and specalate very learnedly onsome favorice theory

of the Christian Institution ; hut we have never Euown o nian of high

repulation for practical godiiness, who lived in the hubitnal neglect of
any department of social worship.  And in the very nature of the case,
this is practically impossible.  Piety is ouc of the most active and dif¢-

usive elementsin the moval universe.  Aud, therefore. aslong as prayer
has a favorable reflex influence on our own hearis; as long as itis a:

means of awakening the conscience, refining the moral feelings, and
sanctifying the life of our children and associates 3 as long as it s a
condition on which God has promised to bestow his blessings on man-

kind ; so Jong will every sincere Christian seek to maintain in his own

fami'y, and in all the assemblies of the saints, the social worship of the
Lord.
1 know something of
< CUpe variosus birdeane xs we mieet
Freon tag to a wercy-se

But these should only excite us to greater carnesiness and zeal in all |

our devotions.  We have all much to do, and the time is short.  The

day is far spent, and the night is at hand, when no man can work, .

The chavacter, tov, of the enemics with which we have to contend should
also greatly alarm us. ¢ For we have to contend not merely against
flesh and bloud, bat against prineipalities, against powers, against the

rulers of the darknuss of this world, against wicked snivits in the heay-

enly regions.”

While, theiefore, we put on the whole armor of God, It us not for-

get to pray always with «ll prayer and supplication that we may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having overcome all, to stand.
For

Restaming prayver. we cease te fizhi

Praver makes the Civistian’s zonior beight,

And Satan ttenbles when herees

Toe weakest satst upon his kuces.

Have young words 7 Ah! think again;

Words flow apice when you cempiam,

And Bl your (cllow-¢reature’s eir,

With the sad (ale of all your care.

Were half thie breath, thus vainly spent,

T'o Heaven in supplication seut,

Your cheerful song would oft'ner be

¢ Heas what the Lord kas done for me.” R M
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DO THE LORD’B PLDPLD NEELD A MI&SIO\'ARY SOCIRTY ?

ATTICEE SROOMT.
Upon the claims of the missionary society of (ke Discipies we nave
proposed no controversy.  We sveks and have sougkt fo investigale, pob

In the first issucs of ihis wmonthly for the current season. it seemed |
good to us’ o write four brief letters to the ¥ecretary of the Cincinuati
missionary socictythe intelligent brcther Luos,in response to Lis mission-

© were written for the purpose of expressing with brotherly frankuness suwo

! therefore the largest portion of our reflections and gleanings from tiie
" oracles disfavoring such societics has not yet been brought out; but as
, we are not in haste, and as we have no object to subserve suve ihe as- i
" certainment and enforcement of our Lord's wiil, we canuot regret thay |
, 8 providential pause has oceurred.

- and with whem we labor in the Lord, might possibly in goud partagres
©with us.  Still, whatever the reseli, we very cautiously and conscien-
* tiously reduced the cffurt Lo a single point, expressed in ouc word—1ery.
3 | For seven or eight yeurs we had silently aud shall we sy candidiy
|+ watched the workings and sleepings, the finmework and yaichwork, the
¥ ¢ overwork and no work,of ‘our’ missionary sociciy 3 and assuredly Lelioving

i o for any purpose, it was.in our heart to lift up the voice of remotstrance

. The brother who was to investigate with us, was plessed to de-

of our reflestions pertaining to the character and tendeney uf all societics
of this sort, and to invite or induce dehberate and impurtial investigation
of the whole question with the pages of inspiration wide open Lefore us.

cline the investigation, even after asseating to the propricty of it, and

In cufering upon a review of < our” missionary cociely in January
o Ui J A A
last, it was very deliberately caleulated that our cfiurts would issue in

“oue of three resuits: Qur attempt, from vavious causes, might be
+ passed over in total silence; or the brethren might rotice what we

affirmed and enter their dissent 5 or the religivus friends whom we love

that God never authorized and never wanted such @ structure, in any age

somewhat after the order of the faithful watchmen of old, whether thy
chosen people who are dear to us would bave ears to hear or have
ears not to hear—meantime being fully resolved to cultivate as fine
specimen of brotherly affection as our spiritual soil and climate would

¢ permit. It seemed to us then, and it appears to us now, that it was

.
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and is our duty 1o comp’xr ¢ the proecedings of the disciples b( tween the
years 3iand 4 with the proceeding: of the disejples between the years
1810 and 1937 relative to evanzelizing. as well as all things else; and
to speak with freedem ol the conteast,

The responsibility of teaching ¢ with pen and ink,” as the inspired !
John rays, vests with us in the presence of (lod—the responsibility of |
receiving or rejecting what is tanght rests with readers.

Up to this date, no on: has offered a direct response to the Banner's
strictures on the Cincinnati missionary society excepting brother Frank.
lin. Ilc wrote and sent o briel cp:stl\,, which was published in the
Tebruary Bannci. Tt stiil remains wnanswered.  Our respects would
have been paid to it ere to-day, but we desired to give time for other
documents and objcctions to appear, in order to do & wholesale business
in considering them

The chiefit not t 1@ only main position taken by the intelligent Frank-
lin (see Banner for Teb., pp. 58 and 5%) is expressed in one sentence.
Our brother says that cortain matters pertaining to the church are
matters of human diseretion, and that the missionary society at Cinein-
nati being of this discretionary order, it is in brother Franklin’s judg-
ment a proper society. This, if we understand him, is the pith of our
brother’s epistle.  'We admit the premizes—the conclusion is not admit-
ted. That there are things which concern the church that may be sct
down as purely dizeretionary, or dependent on human pradence, will be
conceded by every intelligent preacher and editor in America 5 but we
are not willing to class the rominating, the service, and the maintenance
of evangelists tn the dupariment-of human expediency. So far as yet ad-
vised, we must consider it maintainable that there is a divine model for
evangclizing the world ; ;and where there is a divine pattern by which
ta work, ¢ we do greatly err® (do we not?) if we work according to the
grace of human diseretion.  While therefore joyfully agreeing with our
brother ab Cincinnati that “there is a clear province for the human
understanding, or for human diseretion,” we feel at liberty with all
courtesy to protest egainst creating a new ‘society’ under the wide pat-
ronage and generval grace of human prudence, since the very things'
which this modern ‘organization’ proposes to accomplish were accom-
piished far more efficiently by our brethren whose labors are recorded
upon the inspired pages, who wrought by a policy grandly superior to
that which Messrs. Human Expediency and Fleshly Wisdom can origi-
nate or dictate.
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Still, whtile sctting down these things thus tangibly, let "us not ke
understood as oceupying a dogmatie position ; for if, when he bas heard
{ig, our usually clear-headed brother ean show us ‘a more excellent way,’
most cheerfully will we press along it.

But in brother Franklin's zcal to maintain things diseretionary he
has employed an argament which we mast think has the quick consump-
tion. Iiet us sound it and sce. He intimates that ¢ revelation docs
not decide who the churches shall employ to preach”—that “revelation
no where names brother Oliphant to preach, nor brother Franklin.”
Leaving ourselves out of view, we are quite sure that brother Franklin
ought not to preach unless revelation says that he ought. If our
brother’s faith, hope, love, zcal, fellowship, gifts, knowledge of the
apostles’ doctring, purpose, manner of life, &e., are what we take them
to be, we say without reserve that weshall be perfectly satisfied with
the same revelation concerning the missionary society that we can pro-
duce in evidence that brother Franklin has the approbation of Jesus
Christ as a preacher.  But if human diseretion has made and brought
into the field evangelist Franklin——if human discretion has formed and
established the congregation at Cineinnati,—sceing ikat neither the
nam? Franklin nor Cincinnati can be found in the seriptures,—then we
do not acknowledge the one to be a preacher of the gospel nor the
other & congregation of the Lord.

Were we to assume that the church at Cineinnati was founded in
human pradence, and that it could not be proved to be a church of
Christ beeauss not named in revelation, what weuld be our brother's
response?  'What would any brother respond? Would he not open
out the oracles and show that ail who believe the one gocpel, acknewl-
edge the one Lord, and are united in the same divine bonds, irrespec-
tive of place, nation, or age, are the Lord’s chosen people—are mem-
Dbers of the pure family—are a part of the body of Christ?

The capital positions against ¢ our” missionary socicty, then, remain
in due rank—thus:

1st. The churches of Christ, in the first age of the gospel, were
taught not only to edify each other in the heavenly faith, but to herald
the tidings of salvation to sinners.

2nd. In these churches of disciples, in divers places, there were per-
sons fitted both by natural and gospel gifts to apnounce the geod news
to sinful men, and to show them the way of life in the name of the cru-
cified and exalted Jesus.

-
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2d. These workmen, called cvangelists, were servants of the churches
as well as cervants of the Lord, and were duly employed and sustained
in the work for which they were qualified.

4th. These workmen labored among the churchies and away from the
churches—converted men at home and abroad~—giving themselves
wholly to the work.

Eth. They were called to the work and sustained in it without the
assistance of an organization’ or ‘society’ specially created or eon.
trived for. these ends.

th. I7 the disciples in 1857 desire to be ‘of the same faith and order
withi thie dizeipics in 38 and 60, no state or national missionary society
is roquired.

7th The cxistence and services of a missionary socicty among cotem-
porary disciples, are proofs ({ to us <£)) that our religious relatives
wre, practically, thongh we sincerely hope uawittingly, quite as muchin
favor of modoyn human pradence as of the old-fashicned infallible pru-
dence.

Bat we do not anticipate that our good brother Franklin will let his
friends hear us upon these matters. Judging from the past, he will
sdminister to us the same medicine that partyist editors administer to
bim, telling his reading friends, without onc line or sentiment from us,
that we are oppesed to the missionary society, and, implicdly, that wa
are against evapgelizing: for it has already actually come to pass that
some among us have attained to such “missionary’ zeal that they cannot
understand how any mea who stands aloof from the missionary ‘creations
of the Lrethren” can be on the side of the Saviowr who 2sks his people
because they are his people to evangelize the world !

Wil our brother cail this complaining? It is not in our hear} to

‘complain.  Personally, we have no cause, no desire to utter a fault-find-
ing word. If our DLeloved hrother’s course in publishing hispositions |

against us, without publishing our positions, will issue to the edifica- -

tion of the brotherhoud and the advansement of the cause of our sovereiga
Master, we shall share in ¢ the joy of all?

Our stictures, it would appear, lean a little the other way, accord-
ing to the plumb-linc of our excellent brother. We are willing. See-
ing that so many strictures incline several degrees toward the citadel of
popularity, we cannot in the meantime object that ours should lean s

3

little the other way. I

Toce
i
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: Let us however have another lock to sec the bearings and lcanings of
f persons and things.  Here js the zealous brother Franklin, in the lati-
i tude of Cincinnati, standing before ¢ a creation of the brethren,” named
t and surnamed a missionary society 3 and taking a fair Jook at it our
 brother deliberately says—T seemo danger to the cause in our general
| missionary soeicty.” But hrother Oliphant, instead of standing at Cin-
. einnati, hastes away to the peak of mownt Zion, and surveys the rude
* and unpopular brethren who work in the Lord’s service for their own sal-
vation and the salvation of their fellows j—they have the one,true,pure,
divine society to save themselves and save the world ; and this model
of labor is recommended by said Olipbant. Who depends upon guess-
work here?  Who Iooks from the safe stand-point?  Whostands erect?
. Who Jeans the other way? Tet the students of the living oracles and
! the humble adherents of the ever-blessed Prince of Life examine and
| decide.

i With sincere love to brothren Tranklin, Pendleton, Errett, and Elley,
|

'

and with a promise to re-hear these mnoble and acecptable workmen

agai, if the Lord will, we take cur leave of this topic for the current
"year. Greatpenass anl prosperity to sll who love our Lord Jesus Christ
. in gincerity. . D. O.

! RELIGICUS INTELLIGENJE.

. Knowing that it will be pleasing to the brethren gererally to hear
" of the success of the cause in this region I would inform taem that sincs
 the conclusion of the annual mecting in June there have been twenty
one added to the church. Nine of which bave been added lately by
the joint labours of brethren Sheppard and Kilgour. A fair prospect
remains for gaining other additions to the Lord's saints bere.
J. B.jr.

Brother H. Greenlaw, writing from Deer Tsland, New Rrunswick,
Dec. $th, says, “Brother Garraty, from Gardiner, Mainc,bas heen with
s some ten or twelve days. Ten have obeyed the gospel and heen add-
. ed to the army of the faithful. To God be the praize.”

’ 3 Several epistlas, designed for publication, among them an epistle
: sommending our recent essays pertaining to the Holy Spiritand modera

© sonversions, are laid over for the beginning of 8 mew year. .
D. O,

— -
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CANADIAN BAPTIST REGISTER.

L]

This pamphlet for 1858, containing an Almanac, and a great variety
of useful items of information relative to the Baptists in Canada and
America, has been sent {o us throughithe courtesy of R. A Fyfe, Mine
ister, who is Pastor of the Bond Street Baptist Church at Toronto.
The Act to incorporate the Canadian Literary Institute at Wookstock,
a Baptist institution, is given in the Registér; also the Coustitution of
the Institute ; and the Articles of the Society lately established by our
Baptist friends in Canada for the relief of the widows and orphaus of
deceased Baptist ministers. We design giving the number of cliurches
aud ministers at another time.

D. O..

—— s e

CONGREGATIONALISTS IN CANADA.

Ta Canala EBast and West the (,m are rrat;xo:mlmts pumber 0,1&')*‘
namber of churches reported at the ]aat Congregational Union, b9~
rumber of ministers 66. For all purposes, these 3,135 members contn«
buted during the year the sum of $1.2,540.—over 214 for every memi

Ler, * D. 0.

DESTRUCTION (¥ BETLANY COLLEGE.

It is with great regret that we hear that the matv building of Bethany :
College was destroyed by fire on the morring of the 10th inst. From
o letter written by the President, Mr. & Cawpbell, we Jearn that itis,
supposed to be the work of an incendiary. Tle Faculty have made
arrangements to fit up & portion of the Steward’s Iun for College pur.
poses, and therefore there will be no interraption in carrying on the reg
ular routine of the College.

D- Ot

HILLIER AND ATHOL,

We visited these congregations last month. ke friends in Hillier
appeared to be prospering, and it was encouraging to be assurcd that a;
faithful few were meeting regularly in Athol.  Brethren Trumpour and:
Werden deserve praige for doing their part toward edifying ihe Lrethrens

D.0.




