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‘ PROVE ALL 7HINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHIGK 15 Goop.”’

SACREDEXTRAGTS.

THE APOSTLES, WERE WITNESSES OF WHAT THEY SAW,
OR HEARD, OR IIAD REVEALED TO TUEM.

*¢ But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in iy name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever 1 have said
unto you.” John xiv. 26. ¢ He shall testify of me : and ye also
shall bear wifness, becausc ye have been with me frem the be-
gluning.” John xv. 26; 27.

_ ¢ He through' ths !loly Ghost had given commandments
ubto the Apustles whom Flehad chosen: to whom also He shew-
ed himseifalive after his passion by many infallible proofs, beihg
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to
the Kiagdom of God.” Acts . [-8.
¢ And Jesus said unto them, ye shall receive powér, after.
that the Holy Ghost is come apan you : and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Aectsi 8.

““ Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all
the time that the Lord Jesus went in_and aut among us,” ¢ must
one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurréction.”—
Actsi. 21,22, . . )

*“ And we ar- his witnesses of these things ; and so is alsp
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him."
Aéts v, 32 0. -
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‘* And we are witnesses of all things which Jesus did, both, iw
the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem.”” Acts x. 39,

““And he said, the God of our Fathers hath chosen thes,
(Paul,) that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One,
and shouldest hear the voice ot bis mouth. For thou shalt be his
witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.” Acts
xxif. !4, 135.

- That which we have seen and heard declare we unta you,
that ye also may have fellowship with us : and truly our fellow-
ship s with the Father, and with his Son Fesus Christ.”” 1 John
i. 3.

THEIR TESTIMONY AND'CALL, CONFIRMED, BY THE POWER
AND DEMONSTRATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

¢ And Jesus said untc them, Go ye iato all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature.”” &c.  “‘ And these signs.
shall follow them that believe ; In my name shall they cast vut
devils ; they shall speak with new tongues ;”” &e. ‘¢ And they
went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with
them, and confirming the word with signs following.” Maik xvi.
15-20.

¢ And with great rower gave the Apostles witness of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus : and great grace was upon them
all.” Actsiv. 33,

* And by the hands of the Apostles were many signs and
wonders wrought among the people;” &c. ‘° And believers
were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and womeun.”
Actsv. 12, 14,

¢ Then Phill'o went down to the city of Samaria, and
preached Christ unto them. And the people with one accord
gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing, and
seeing the miracles which he did > Acts viii, 5. 6

‘¢ A certain man named Aneas, which had kept his bed.
eight years, and was sick of the palsy, aad Peter said unto him,
ACaeas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole : arise, and make thy
bed. And he arose immediately. And all that dwelt in Lydda.
and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord.” Acts ix. 33-33.

** A certain Disciple named Tabitha,” ¢ was sick and
died.” ‘¢ But Peter kneeled down, and prayed ; and turning
him to the body said, Tabitha arise. And she opened her eyes::
and when she saw Peter, she sat up.” ¢¢ and when he had call-
ed the saints and widows, he presented her alive. And it was,
kiown throughout all Joppa ; and many believed in the Lord.”
Acts ix. 36~42.

** Long tim-~ therefore abode they speaking boldly in the
Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and:
granted sigas and wondersto be-done by their hands.” Actsxiv.3:
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** And a certain woman named Lydia a seller of purple of
the city of Thyatira, which worshipped Goa, heard us : whose
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which
were spoken of Paul.” Acts xvi. 14.

** Truly tho signs of an Apostle were wrought among you
in all patience, insigns and wonders, and mighty deeds.’” @
Cor. xii. 12.

“ For our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but alse
in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” 1
Thes. i. 5.

‘“ And my speech and“my preaching was not with enticing
words of man's wisdom, but in denonstration of the Spirit and of
power : that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God.” 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5.

*“ Xor I will not dare to speak of any of those things which
Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient,

" by word and deed. Through mighty signs and wonders, by the
power of the Spirit of Ged ; so that from Jerusalem, and round
about unto Hlyricum, 1 have fully preached the gospel of Christ.” -
Rom. xv. 18, 19.

* I have planted, Apolles watered ; but God gave thein-
crease.” 1 Cor. iii. 6.

* How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation;
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
coufirmed unto us hy them that heard him ; God also bearing
them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers
‘miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?”?
Heb. ii. 3, 4.

RESISTING THEIR INSPIRED WORD, i8S RESISTING THER
HOLY GHOST.

*Verily, verily, I say untoyou, He that receiveth whom-
soever 1 send receiveth me ; and he that receiveth me receiveth
him that sent me.” John xiii 20.

“ We are of God : he that knoweth God heareth us ; he
that is not of God beareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit
of truth, and the spirit of error.” 1 John iv. €.

¢ And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Ghost,” &e. ** And Stephen, full of faith and power,
did great wonders and miracles among the people.” Aectsvi. 5. 8,

(He said) ¢ Yestifinecked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did,
so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers perse-
cuted 2’ Acts vii. 51, 52.

¢ And the Lorp God oftheir fathers sent to them by his mes~
sengers, rising up betimes, and sending ; because he had com-
Jpassion on his people, and on his dwelling place : but they
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mocked the messengers of God, and despised "his words, and
misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Loro arose against
his peaple, till there was no remedy.” 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16.
“Yet many years didst thou forbear them, and testifiedst
against them by thy spirit in thy prophets: yet would they not
give ear @ therefore gavest thou them into the hand of the peo-
ole of the lands.” Neb. ix. 30.
" ¢« But they rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit : therefore
he was tprned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.”
Isa. Ixiii. 10.
¢ And the Lorp said, My spirit shall not always strive with
man.”” Gen. vi, 3.

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
No. 5.
The Laws of the Kingdom.

The supreme law of this kingdom is lore—love of the King
and love of each uther. From this jaw all its religions homage
and morality low. Precepts and examples innumerable present
this to the mind of all the citizens. The kingdom of Heaven is
divided into small societies, called Churches, or Congregations
of the Lord. Eashof these are to be governed by the Apostolic
iustructions : fur to the Apostles the Saviour committed the ma-
nagement of his kingdom. After they had made cilizens by
preaching the Gospel and baptizing, tiey were comnmanded to
teach them to observe whatsoever the Saviour had commanded
them. (See 3Matt. xxviii, 19, 20.)

These laws and usages of the Apostles must be Jearned from
what the Apostles publizhed to the world, after the ascension of
the King, as they are recorded in the Acts of the Apostles and
Epistles: for we shall see in the sequel thal the Gospel was fully
developed, and the whole doctrine of the Reign of Christ began
to be proclaimed in Jerusalem on the first Pentecost after the
ascension,

There is one universal law of naturalization, or for making
citizens, out of all nations, enjoined uponthose citizens of the
kingdom who are engaged in the work of proselytism ; but the
laws of this kingdom, like the laws of every other kingdom, are
obligatory only on the citizens.

‘The weekly ceiebration of the death and resurrection of
Jesus, and the weekly meeting of the Disciples of Christ for this
purpose, and for the edification of one another in their most hioly .
faith, are the only positive statutes of the kingdom ; and, there-.
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ere, there is ne law, statute, or observance in this kingdowm,
that in the least retards its extension, orthat can prevent its pro-
gress in all the nations ¢f the world.

It is, however, worthy of observation, that every part of
the Christian worship in the small commmunities spread nver the
territury of the kingdom of Heaven, like so mnany candlesticka
in a large edifice, ure designed to enlighten and convert the
world ; and, therefore, in all the meetings of the Churches,
they ure to keep this supremely in view ; and to regard them-
selves as ‘“ the pillar and ground of the truth.”

Concerning the details of the laws of the kingdom, we can-
not now speak particularly. But ““ the grace of God thut bring-
-eth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching usthat deny-
ing ungodlyness and worldly lusts, we should live suberly,
vighteously, and godly, in this present world ; looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of .ae great God and
our Saviour Jesus Clrist; who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto hinsell a pe-
culiar people, zealous of good works.” Titusii. 11-14. Theso
things the Llders or Bishops of every Church should teach and
enforce; for such is the spirit, andsuch is the object of all the
daws, and statutes of the kingdom of Heaven.

The Territory,

The whole earth is the present territory of the kingdom of
Heaven, butthe new Heavens and Earth are to be its inkeriiance.
The Earth, indeced, is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof ; but
the children of God and the children of the wicked one—the
wheat and the fares, are both planted in it, and must grow toge-
ther till the harvest. The righteous have their bread and water
guarantied to them while they live ; for ¢‘ godliness is profituble
to all things, having promise of the life thal now is, as well as of
that which is to come.” But the joint heirs with Christ are ne-
ver taught to regard the earth as their inheritance, They may
indeed say, though poor and pennyless, ** Ail things are ours ;
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, orthe world, or life, or
icath, or things present, or things to come—ali are ours, and
we are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.” But, like the Jews on
their Journey to Canaan, ‘* they seek a better country >—¢ they
seek a city yetto come.” ‘¢ My kingdom,” says Jesus, ‘‘ig
not of this world.”” And, therefore, in the world Clristians are
strangers and pilgrims, and may expect tribulation.

The earth is the present theatre of war; therefore all Chris-
tians in the territory are soldiers. So that on eniering the
Army of the Faith, every soldier is panoplied with the armor
of God; and when inducted into the Heavenly tactics uander
:the Captain of Salvation, he is expected to be a good soldier of
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Jesus Christ, and to fight the good fight of faith courageously
and victoriously.

The kingdom of Heaven on this territory is greatly opposed
by the kingdon of Satan ; and, therefore, the citizens have not
to wrestle with Hesh and blood, but with the rulers o} the dark-
ness of this warld-—with spiritual wickedness in high places.

Ever since the commencement of this kingdom, the govern-
ments of this world have either been directly opposed to it, or,
at best, pretended iriends ; and, therefore, their influcnce has
always been oppased to the trae spirit and genius of the Christian
iastitution.  Christians have nothing to expect from this world ex-
eept liberty of conscience and protection from violence, while lead-
ing peaceable and quiet lives, in all godliness and honesty, tild
Jesus take to himself his great power,

Induction into the Kingdom of Hearven.

Into every kingdom, human or divine, thereis a legal door
of adinission. This is, in the statute book of Heaven, called a
birth. Into the kingdom of natnre we are born—into the future
and uiti:nate kingdom of glory we enter, sonl and body, by being
born fram the grave. As Christ, the first bora from the dead,
entered the heavenly kingdom, so must all lis brethren.  And
as to this kingdom of which we speak, as now existing in this
world, Jesus himself taught that into it, no person can Jegally
enter who is not born again, or ** born of water and e sprit.”
(Joba tii. 5. Titus iii. 5.) The analogy is complete between
the kingdoms of nature—of grace—and of glary.  Hence we have
natural birth—metaphorical or spiritnal birth—and supernatural
dirth. There is a being born ofthe flesh—born of the Spirit—
born of the grave ; and there is a kingdom forthe fleshly—a king-
dom for the Spiritual - and a kingdam for the glorified man,

This second, or new birth, which inducts into this kingdom
of God, is always subsequent to a death and burial, as it will be
inte the everlasting kingdom of glory. It is, indeed, a literal
death and burial, before a literal resurrection, into the heavenly
and eternal kingdom. It is also a metaphorical or figurative death
and burial, betore the figurative resurrection, or new birth into
the kingdom of heaven  Water is the element in which this
burial and resurrection is performed, according to the constituti-
onul laws of the kingdom of heaven. Hence Jesus connects the
water and the Spirit when speaking of entering this kingdom of
Gud on earth. (See John iii. 5. Acts it 41)

In naturalizing aliens the command of the King, is, to first
preachto them the gospel of the kingdom. Mark xvi. 16.  Soon
as they understand, and believe this, or are hegat by the word
of truth ; (James i. 18.) and are desirousof being translated in-
to the kingdom of Christ and of God, that ¢/ they may receive the
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vemission of sins and inheritance among all that are sanctified,”
they are to be buried in water, into the name of the Father,
Sou, und Holy Spirit, and raised out ol it confessing their death
tosin, their fuith in Christ’s sacrilice and resurrection ; and thus
they are born of water and the Spirit, and are citizens of the
kingdom of Hcaven,  To as many us thus receive him he gives
privilege £ become the children of God ; ftor they are © born of
God '—horn of God, when born of water and of the spirit, he-
cause this is the institation of God.

In these days ot apostacy men have sought out many inven.
tions.  Sowe have attempled to get ino the kingdnm of {leaven
withont being born at all - Others imagine that they can be born
of the Spurit, without water.  Gthers think that nenther Spirit nor
water is necessary 3 but if they are politically born of the flesh,
they can enter the kingdom as rightfully as the Jewisa circum-
cised infants enter the earthly kingdowm of Isarel. But as we
have no aith in any modern improvements of the gospel, change
or amendinent of the constitut on of the kingdom of Heaven, we
must leave them, to account to the king himself, who ¢ have
transgressed the law, changed the ordinance, and broken the ever-
lasting covenant.”

ON THE ELDER'S OFFICE.
No. 4.
THE WAY OF OBTAINING ELDERS.

To chaose any one for the Elder’s Office,without the neces-
sary qualifications, would be an express violation of the laws of
Christ 5 nor would the end of that office be attained without
such qualifications. it is necessary, then, that Churches have
full apportunity to judge of fitness for it. The Church over
which an Elder is to be appointed, ought surely to judae in this
imoortant matter. .f the Apos.les said to the Church at Jerye
salemn, in the case of Deacons, ** Wherefore brethren, look yo
out among vou seven men of honest report full of the Holy
Spitit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business”—
namely, the serving ot tables, (dcts vi. 2, 3) then ¢ hurches
ought certainly to judge of and ta choose their own Flders, But
this they cannot do,  unless full opportunity be given  For
Churches to choose men for this office, who are almost entire
strangers to them, except that they bhave heard them preach
for a little time ; and, as'is the general practice, young men,
whose qualifications ere not known, is altogether contrary to the
word of God.
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In the important inquiry, how pastors are to be obtained, o’
ig our incumbent duty to know how the Apastalical Churches
obtained their I'ders, and to tollow them. We know that these
churches, at theic first sathering together by means ofthe Apos-
t! =, had no Flders.  They were originally nothing but compa-
nies of personsconverted unto God, by the preaching of the gospel,
associating togetherto observe the ordinauces and commandments
of Christ, according to the directions of the Apostles, for the
glory ol God, their own editication, and the conversion of others.
And this thev certainly did, before Elders were ordained over
them : it is impossible to conceive how they could obtain Elders
in their circumstances without doing so.  Such were the churches
at Antioch in Picidia, Lystra and lconium.  Aets xiv. 21-23.
‘The churches in Crete were in the same state, when Paul left
"Titus there, that he should sot in order the things that were
w nting, and ordain Elders inevery city. Titus i. 5 1t is very
evident that their Elders were chosen from among themselves,
as the svven deacons were in the church at Jerusalem. Barna-
bas and Paul were not accompanied with persons in their jour-
nies through the Lesser Asia, whom they set over the Chur-
ches at Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch.  They certainly ob-
tained them from among themselves ; and in hike manner, the
Chiurches in Crete were supplied.  1itus being lefi there by the
Apostie, to see that they werc properly supplied, only receives
instructions what sort of characters should be chosen, and
what qualifications they ought to possess. To the sume pur-
pose are the instructions which Timothy receives when he was
at Ephesus. If =ny person in that Church dezired the otfice ot
a Bishop, he muast have the qualifications mentioned by the
Apostle. 1 Tim. iii. 1-7. 1t no where appears, that any of the
first Churches went beyond their own liunits, in the choice of their
Elders.

These Churches, then, wmust have had opportunities of know-
ing the gifts of their members, which no Church can have that
does not follow their example. All Churches in which only one
person exercises his gifts, in all, or most of their mectings, espe-
cizlly on the Lord’s day, must forever remain ignorant of the
characters, among them 6it for the Flder's office. In the first
Churches their meetings were conducted in a very different
manner. ‘Thisis obvious, if we consider the very circumstance
before us—namely, the manner in which they obtained Elders.
If they were chosen from ameug themselves, and if they answer-
ed the Apostolie deseription of them, ¢ apt to teach,” ¢ able to
exhort and to convince the gainsayers,’” this at once discovers
how the Churches conducted their Assemblies both before and
after they had Eldc-s. 1+ is evident they could not know who
among them were possessed of gifis necessary for this office, un-
less, 1o their Assemblies, they h:ad been cngaged in the mutual
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exotcise of their gifts for edifying ono another. By continuing,
however, for some time, as we know they did, without Elders,
it at last appeared, by the continued cxercise of their gilts, who
among them were fit to be chosen jor that office.

This evidently appears in the case of the Churches of Ico-
rium, Lystra, and Antioch. By attentive perusal of the 13th ard
14th chapters ot'the Acts, we find that some considerable time
elapsed between the gathering together of these Churches, and
the appointing of their klders.

Paul and Barnabas having heen sent forth by the Church
at Antioch in Syria, to preach the gospel among the Gentiles,
came to Cyprus, aud preached throughont that isle, (chap. xii.
1, 12.) and afterwards came to Perga in Pamphiiin, (vers< 13.)
and then to Antioch in Pisidia, (versoe 14.) At Antiockthe gos-
pel was preached with considerable success, both among the
Jews, relizious Proselytes, and also the fGentiles.  Ofthe ivrmer,
mary followed Paul and Barnabas, whom they exhorted to con-
tinue in the grace of Ged, (varse 43.) end of the latter many
believed, (verse 48.) Herethey continued solong, that the word
o the Lord was published throughout all the region, (verse 49.)
They came next to Iconium, a city to the north-east of Antioch,
distant from it about fifty or sixty milea. At Iconivmn, *“ they
abode a long time, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord,
wlho gave testimony to the word of his arace.” (chap. xiv. 1, 8.)
They did not depart from Iconium, until they were driven from
it by persecution, (vers.4and 5.) FromIconium, they came to
Lystra and Derbe, and preached the gospel in all the region
that lieth round about, (verse 6 and 7.) Inthese cities,and pluces
adjacent they remained till Jews came from Antioch,and Iconium,
while the Apostles were at Lystra, they stirred up persecu-
tion againstthem, and stoned Paul, (verse 19.) After this they
returned to Derbe, (verse 20,) ard when they had preached
some time to that city, and made many disciples, they returned
to Lystra, Iconium,and Antioch, and then appointed Elders over
these Churches, (vers. 21 and 23.)

By weighing all the circumstances that took place, from the
success of the Gospel at Antioch, to the appointing of Elders over
that Church, and the other churches mentioned, a considerable
time must have elapsed. Can we suppose, that during that pe-
riod, these Churches did not assemble for the worship of God,and
their own edification !  1f this had been the case, how could they
have known, which of them were endowed with gifts for the Kl
der’s Office? It seems evident that they, and all other Churches
in primitive times, from their first gathering together, continued
to exercise the gifts bestowed on them for their mutual edification,
and in this way, it was knowa to them, in due time, who were fit to
take the oversight of them. By the exercise ot their gifts, the

Lord showed them his will in this respect ; nor would they oppose
S
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that will, which was manifest, by the gifts bestowed on some, by
rejecting them, for any thing, which wasnot a proper reasen for
rejection. b * * * ® *

This, then, being the manner in which the first Churches
obtained their Elders, under the eye, and immediate direction of
the Apostles, it must be accounted, at least by all who esteem
Apostolical example binding, a rule to regulate the conduet of
‘Churches to the end of itme.  Ang it might be shown, that inthe
very nature of things, it is the way in which it is most likely
that persons fully qualified for the office are to be obtained.
Churches ought to be peculiarly careful, that that office be pre-
perly filled. The work of God, both, in the edification of the
Churches and the conversion of the world, depends very much
on the instrumentality of Ellders. Andthe Lord has, in an espe-
cial manner, committed the choosing and appointing of over-
seers, to his Churches. They are amendable to him, for what
they do in this important matter.

We need not be told, that the Apostolic method of ebtaiming
Elders, has been generally forgotten. Men have been bred up,
by a certain kind of study and learning, without any immediate
relation to the ordinance of Christ, for thisoffice, or rather for
what has been called the Mim.ry. Their parents, or others,
have, from their early years, so conducted their education, as
to have this in view as a profession. And after they have com-
pleted, as is said, their studies for the Ministry, then they ook
out for employment.  * * * * *

But we are bold to assert, that this mode of training men
for the ministry, or pastoral office, or whaterver name may be
givenit, is aitogether foreign to what is taught in the word of
God, respecting the Elders of Christian Churches.

t. Itis propesed by such a mode, to give a man a profession,
an occupation whereby he may gain a living, as in other trades
or professions; and after he has finished his course of educati-
en for it, and is, as it is called, licensed to preach, he is then
considered as occupying that profession, and fit io enter on a
charge. 'This profession, receives a distinct name, in the world,
and 1s reckoned an occupation, whereby he is to obtain aliving.
According, then, to this mode, we have a person brought up to
a certain occupation ; that occupation is the charge of souls ;
and he professcs it, while it has no immediate relation to any
such charge. All this, may be neceesary to a pational religion,
but it is aitogether foreign to the nature of Churches of Christ.
Wothing like it took place in the first Churches. The persons
who composed those societies were engaged in the several occu-
pations of life; bat there was no such thing among them, as a
person professedly trained to be a Pastor to them, as an
occupation by which he might gain a living. Their Pastors,
however, were chosen from among themselves. If after being
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called to their office, they spent their whole time in lzbouring in
the word and doctrine, they were no doubt supported by the
Church in which they lahored if that was necessary. Bui they
did not now occupy a profeqsxon for which they were bred, nor
did their office,receive a name,among men, as a profession where-
by a person gaine a living. Being bred to what has been called
the sacred office, and character of a Minister, did not take place
till Christianity was incorporated with the kingdoms of this
world ; that is, till the generality of Professors were ignorant of
it, and its name transferred to national religion.

2. The mode of training to this profession, has no relation to
churches of Christ. Men are bred to it by a certain course of
studies ; but these studies bave no immediate connection with
the institutions of God’s house. But ihe pastors of the first
churches received their tuition for office, in the church of which
they were a part. 1t was by the exercise of their giits, in atten-
tion to the ordinances of Christ, that their fitness for the office
was asertained.

To prevent mistakes, however, it is necessery to remark,
that the first churches certainly chose the best qualified of their
number for the Elder’s office, whatever their former occupauon
was in their unconverted state. *

Besides, what hasbeen said, by no means militates against
Christians giving their children, such a mode of education, as may
be productive ofmuch good in the church of Christ. Lay, sure-
ly this is anincumbent duty : noihing less c2n be intended in the
injunction to train them up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord. Sotoconduct their education, that every part of it, might,
in the end, be used with great 4dvantage ia the Elder’s ufﬁce 18
an object, that should never be overlooked. If Christianc have
faith in God with respect to their childrei , educate and instruct
them, and so conduct the whole of their tuition, as ever to have in
view their keeping the way of the Lord, may they not entertain
the hope, that their offspring may become Elders in the very
churches, in which they have been trained up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord. Butit need not be added, that thisisa
very different thing, from being bred to the sacred oﬂice and cha-~
racter of a Minister. While Christian parents train up their
children for the Lord, and give them the best education which
their circumstances will admit, and such as might make them
useful in the Church of Christ, they also put into their hands an
occupation whereby they may obtain a living. Their tuition, and
education become useful, in the ordinary way of exercising their
gifts, as members of a Church and if in due time it is found they
are fit for the Elder’s office, they are chosen to it. Indeed, in
the pature of things, no Church of Christ would conceive ofany
other way of obtaining Elders, if, in this tespect the examplo
of the fitst Churches was imitated. *
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T hope none will aliege that T am depreciating human learn-
ing.  For any man to atcempt this, would only discover his own
folly. Tt ought te be our daily prayer, that every seminary of
learning may abundantly prosper,and be consecrated tothe service
of God. But surely it cannot be improper to say, that, on a
comparative view of acquired knowledge, menbred for the minis-
try have not amassedit all to themselves. The sources of know-
ledge are open to all ; and with respect to the knowledge of God
and his will, this must be derived from the seriptures of truth.

Liet the Churches of Christ avail themselves ofthe gifts be-
stowed on them, for their mutual edification, and follow the ruie
of God’s word, in obtaining Wlders, and they shall abundantly
receive. For Jesus has ascended up far above all heavens,
that he might give pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the Ministry, for the edifying of his
body. Eph. iv. 11, 12,

But asthe exercise of tlie gifts bestowed on the churches, for
their mutual edification, in the ordinances of Christ, is a matter go
connected with their prosperity, and especially with obtaining
Elders, it is necessary to treat of it more fully.

A

THE USE OF UNFULFILLED PROPHECY.

1st. And first, } would say, that Unfulfilled Prophecy is de-
signed, and therefore profitable for WA RNING—warning, of
evil coming, and existing, and for preservation from its influence.
But, teaches not the Scripture also, that this, is the use of Propke-
cy? Or,is notevery instance of a Prophecy given, an instance of
this use, au illustration of the danger of neglecting, or the benefit
of heeding its warning voice? Take the first that presents itself :
Look then to Noah aund the Antideluvian World. And what
was the use of Prophecy; ¢¢ By faith” savsthe Apostle (Heb. xi.
7.) * Noah being WARNED OF GOD, of things not seen as
vet, moved with fear, prepared an Ark to the saving of his hcuse,
by the which, he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by Faith.” Again, when the Lord woull
caution Scdom and Gomarrah, was there no Prophecy, and what
use did Lot make of the Prophetic notice? “Warned himself, he
seeks to warn others.  Headdresses them, wwhom he hadany hope of
influencing: ** And Lot went out and spake to hissons-in-law which
married his daughters, and said Up, get yve out of this place, for
the Lord will destroy this city. Buthe seemed as one that mocked
unto bis sons-in-law.”  And are not the people of Israel, witnesses
to the truth of Prophecics, which predicted their ruin and distsuc-
tion, now, that they are fulfilled, and we can look back to them?—
Israelis the witness, Jerusalem is the monument of the danger of



The Use of Unfulfilled Prophecy. 157

neglecting Unfulfilled Prophecy—yea, vet Unfulfilled, and yet
Instructive Prophecy. Saith not this also, He who knew well,
and felt for the cause of Israels rejection. ¢ And Jesus beheld
the city and wept over it, saying if thou hadst known, even thon,
at least in this thy day, the things which belong to thy peace ! but
now they are hid from thine eyes. For the daysshall come upon
<hiee, that thine enemies shall casta trench about thee, and com-
pass thearound, and keep thee in on every side ; and shall lay thee
even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall
not leave in thee one stone upon auother; because thou knewest
not the time of thy visitation,” Luke xix. 41-44,

2d.  But secondly, connected with this use of Prophecy is
another, viz. to refresh and support under trial, when the Church
1s called for righteousness sake to be exposed to persecution—as
hefore said of warning, so now it may be said ¢f Promise, that
it, and Prophecy are synonymous. When ¢ the earth was filled
with vielence,” it was the sure word of Prophecy which sustained
WNoah, lightened his heart, and cheered him by the persuasion
that ¢ the Lord is not slack concerning his promise as some men
count slackuess,” and that though He be Jong suffering, not will-
ing that any should perish, but that all should come to repent-
ance.”  Yet “the day of the Lord will come; will come asa
thief in the night” upon those, who notwithstanding the clearest
previous intimation, put Divine Warning from them, but not so
unawares to kHis people, to whom the prospect has been for sup-
port and consolation.

Again, what was ii that supported Abraham, and the Patri-
archs in their ¢ Sojouring,” and afterwards the faithful among
their seed when suffering under Egyptian boudage 486 years ?—
A Promise and a Prophecy, recorded, Gen. xv, 13, 14.—which
while it predicted the affliction, predicted also the term of its du-
ration, and the certain judgment of that nation, whom they should
serve. Yes, whois there that would exchange their faith for the
heedless indifference, and wilful ignorauce of those on whom Pro-
phecy in its most gracious end was lost, and who counted Promise
for nothing !  RBut it is divinely revealed, that they also had their
veward! Though delivered from Egyptian Bondage, yet ¢ they
entered vot into the Promised Land through unbelief.”

To adduce every instance of such use of Unfultilled Prophecy,
would be to quote the whole history of the Seriptures. But one
other I would mention—1t is Daniel in captivity. The capuivity
in Babylon wasa judgment inflicied on the Jews for their A posia-
<y; but as God ever in wrath remembers mercy, sodid he on this
occasion, first, inlimiting the period of the judgment; and secoad-
1y, by making this known by a Prophecy of restoration, by means
of which the expectation of such as should be faithful would be
Kept alive, their faith and hope kept in exercise, knowing that
siotwithstanding any appearance to the contrary, an end tc their
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severe- and protracted aflliction was appointed, For never was
there a time when restoration seemed more hopeless than at the time
which God had appointed for it. Buta Prophecy had heen given,
and there were some in Babylon to look forits fulfilment. The
Lord had said by Ris Prophet Jeremiah, xxv. 11, 12. that « the
nation should serve the King of Babylon 70 years;” and that
¢ when 70 years were accomplished he would punish the King of
Babylon and his natien, and make his land perpetual desolations,”

Accordingly we find Daniel in the 9th. chap. 2d. verse of
his Prophecies, saying—* lu the first year of Darius I Danicl un-
derstood by books, the number of the years whereof the word of the
Lord came to Jeremiah the Prophet that he would accomplish 70
yearsin the desolations of Jerusalem.” Here was the study of
Prophecy ; and now what was the use made of it? * And I set
sy face unto the Lord God, to seek by PRAYERS AND SuPPLI~
¢aTieNs with fasting and sackcloth and ashes; and I prayed uuto
the Lord my God, and MADE MY CONFEssionN, and said, O
%iord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant of mercy
to them that love him, and to them that keep his Commandments,
we haoe sinned, and have commitied iniguity,” &c. This was
#ideed, to use Prophecy, and what was the result? ¢ To him that
hath shall more be given,” aund let any one but read on to the end
of the chapter, and he will see that the answer to the praver of
Daniel was the further communication of the Prophecy of Messiah’s
eoming, and a restoration of his péople from a greater desolation,
than the captivity at Babylon ¢ when the condemnation, and
thut determined, shall be poured upou the desolater.”

Anud this and other Prophecies of Messial’s coming, were they
mof of use, and befoie their fulftiment 27 "W hat then was it that di-
rected the expectation of thase ¢ who” before and at the time of
the Saviour’s manitestation, ¢ looked for redemptica in Israel 7
Buke i 88, or how came they at that time to look for it?

Prophecy, Unfulfilled Prophecy, thenis profitable, as W ARN-
NG—as ProMi1seE; and in this two fold use, there ts abundant
argumeént for its prayerful study, and investigation.

3d. F would hiowever allude to two other ends of Prophecy,
if inideed they mey not rather Be considered as extensions of these
already mentioned : vne, is to give Christians, right conceptions of
God’s dispensations, of, for instance, the relative position and
working of Christianity, and Auti-Christianity in this our dispen-
sation ; o preserve from talse anticipatioa or stimulus, wud from
security : to guide ir measures and duties; aniin the eventof apos-
tacy, persecution, and triel, to guard from a surprise as dangerous
0, as it is inconsistent with faith, and persevering self-possessed
patience. That we may not be saying, peace, peace, when there
b peace, when too fate to trim the lamp, the midaight cry is
thatle *“ behold the bridegroonm cometh, go ye forth to meet him.”
Remember to whom, and by whom it was said, *“ O (Jerusalem)
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that thoun hadst knowa, even thou in this thy day-——BuT Now
THEY ARE HID FROM THINE EYES,” mark “»0W-—IN THI
THY DAY—HID”—-awful but gracious and salutary Warning.—
But besides, does the appeal to Unfulfilled Prophecy, to ** judg-
ment to come,” gain nothing by being brought near and sEFINED/?
by being specified against its true object—the Anti-Christian—
the Unbeliever—the fulse Prophet? Remember Nine: sh—they
heard and believed the Prophecy, they repented, and God who is
gracious and slow to anger—preserved them from the evil.

4th. But it may be objected— First, that these times to
which we have alluded, were times of Propheey; times with
respect to which, all was prospective ; while we live in the age of
fruits and of fulfilment—that is to say, we assume that all the Pro-
phecies are fulfilled, and then conclude, that we have little to do,
with this department of Revelation. Thus we are told, thatall the
Apocalypse is fulfilled, even to the last, and then, that we need
not read it —and how fulfilled ? Xn such 2 way as neither served
for warning before, nor for evidence now it is past! But what if
it should not yet be fuifilled? Is there no profit in its investigati-
on? But what means the Parables of Christ, which he spake in
reference to his second coming ?—* The Virgins”—¢¢ Tares”—
¢ Faithful and Unfaithful servants,” &e. &c.? Why has he so
minutely fortold the circumstances, and signs of his coming, and
even urged the instance of ¢ the days of Noah,”and ¢ of Lot,” as
fearfully analogous to times yet to be? W hat means the all mul-
tiplied references to his coming, to predicted things, whijeh the
Apostles so constantly urge upon the notice of believers, as mo-
tives and principles by which they may be warned, and be comfor-
ted, and be enabled to overcome the temptation of the world, and
to gain the victory, even by their faith~—and in reference to which,
their very characters are described, as for example ¢ looking for,
and hastening unto the coming of the day of God;” ¢ Loving his
appearing,” ¢ waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”’
¢« Looking for his glorious appearing ;” &c. &c.—what means.all
this, if we have only to do with Prophecy after its fulfilment ?

Secondly, 1t is objected that ¢ Secret things helong to God.”
Yes, * but these that are revealed to us, and to our children.”—=-
And is not Prophecy REVELATION? the very title to that book
which many consider as so wrapt up iz mystery, as to he presumptu-
ousto read, is *‘the Apocalypse,” ¢ the Revelation !”

Thirdly, But unfulfiled Prophecy cannot be understood—-
and yet we have such preceptsas 2 Pet. i. 19. And again, Rew.
i. 3. But why are they uniatelligible, and whence is the diversity
of opinions relative, for instance, to the book of Revelations.—
But ¢ That, that Propheey, which before fulfilment did not serve
the purpose of warning and imstruction to the believer, and about
which on the supposition of its having been fulfilled there remains
diffieulty, doubt, and uncertainty, has not yet been fulfilled,” Ty
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by this Canon the interpretations given ot the Apocalypse, and the
assigned fulfilment of its awful trials and judgments—who were
warned of them before their accomplishmeni. And now, that they
aie past, will adduce them as evidence, to the unbeliever? This,
is indeed to make Prophecy useless, as much in the retrospect as in
prospect. On this principle, faith in the Gospel, at one time, was
unnecessary or impossible, for the Gospet existed once, only, as Un-
fulfilled Prophecy.

What then is our duty with respect to Prophecy? Ttis to
read it—mark it—learn it—and candidly digest it—for the time is
at hand—and if you do uot yet fully understand, itis written ** bles-
sed are they that read — having our minds stored with divine predic-
t'ong, and promises, we shall discern the signs of predicted times—
for the ¢ wise shall understand.”—TFinally, Prophecy respects the
GosPEL— [ttestifies of the snflerings of Christ, and of the Glory
that shall follow.” 1 Pet. i. 11. Hethen who is not interested in
the one, shall find that it is vain to promise bimself a share in the
other, To the believer, to him who has fled to Christ for his only
refuge—He comes to be admired in that day. To them that look
for Him, He will appear a second time, (not as a sin offering) unto
salvation. To the unbelievers, that day isone of Darkness, notof
light—a day of vengeance to them that obey not the Gospel.

THE NATURE AND POWER OF FAITH, ILLUSTRATED.

In approaching the city, we met multitudes flying in every
direction, [asked every one, who would stop to hear me, what
was the matter? I always heard in veply, ‘¢ The barbarian foes,
zre approaching our city.” Have they yet entered it? replied
I. ¢ No,” suid they. Are they yet in sight ? I rejoined. X
was again answered in the negative. Why then, do you hasten?
The answer which I received was pronounced with uncommon
vehemence. It was this: * Twelve heralds of undoubted vera-
city, gave the intelligence,that they were justat hand, arrayedin
allthe vengeance of savage ferocity.—I joined the fugitives, and,
after retiring to a cave, fell into the follawing reflections :—

What an advantage to mankind, that they have received from
their Creator, the capacity, or faculty of being so certain of what
they have not seen, of that, for which, they have not the evidence
of sense, as to be moved, excited, and impeiled to every kind of
exertion, suited to the nature of the case, from what they have
believed, as thoughthey had scenit. Itis ablessing, thought I,
that we have this capacity of being assured of what we have not
seen, of what we have not felt, upon the testimony of others ;
and that this, is as common to all mankind, as instinct is to brutes;
and so perfoct at first, that it is not capable ofimprovement ; for
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a clild believes as firmly, what it can apprehend, as a !-mn-

herded sage.  This people thought T, have been savad by flt;

srved from the jaws of dnstrucuon by believing what the twihve
s.eralds reported,

Le'nmg the cave, Linet, aftera few days, anold acqnamt-
ance, Timothy Stoadiast, whonsed to be rather of a melaneh ly
tcmpcra-nom when employed as a menial servant in the servioe
of LLord A. [lis countenance, attire, and gait, indicated that
some marvellous change had faken place in his views and eir-
cumst'm('cs W l-.xt ! caid I, so lar trom Lome, friend Iunuth\ !
““ Yes,"” said he, *“and ! must be further vet ; Iam just going to
the sea-cost to embark for Jamaica. You know 1 had an oid
uncle, of whom I oiwce told you, living in Jamaica, who was
very rich ; his childien being all dead, he has left e his vast
estate, and now [ am going Lo possessit.”” Indeed! said 1. But
how do you know that such is the fact 2  Ile replied, that three
persons, whom he once knew, men of undoubted veracity had
written to him, informing him of the fact ; *“ besides,”” suid he,
‘“ a copy of his Jast will and testament has been forwarded to me,
to whirh the seal of the chict magistmtf‘ is appended 1 am cer-
tain,”” exclaimed hie, “ {t1s a fact.” O then, I wish you ail pos-
sible happiness, sade but be mindfull that you were once poor.
We parted.

1 began to muse again on the excellency and power of fuith,
Truly Ithought it was the * conhden(,e of things boped fur,
and tha conviction of things notscen.”” What a chanoc in the
views, feelings, appearance, and pursuitsof flmothy' Oncea
rouuh, unpolished, down-cast, desponding servant ; now he pos-
sesses a stooth and pnhshod e \tcrmr, a'choerful counionance, angd
a joyftul heart ; rich in faith, though not yet in actual possession
of the inheritance  How powerful the principle ! What au t-
pulse to activity, industry, and perseverance ! e forsakesthe
land of his nativity, his father’s house, his kindred. and the coni-
panions of his youth ; he encounters the toils of a long journe.,
perds by land and dangers by sea, fromthe influence of fuith,
This is the cause, the sole cause, of this extraordinary change.
tHe cultivates the manners, the sty]e the demeancur sunable o
his anticipated circumstances ; and thoughnot yet in possession
of the inheritance, rcjoices in hope of realizing all his expccta-
tions.  And what still astonishes me, the belicfof one fact, thus
converts the man—aot the way and manner of believing, but
the fact believed is the whole mystery.

I was roused from my meditations upon this striking instance
of the nature and power of faith. by meeting a friend whom 1
had met a few days ago, in all the cheertulness and j Jov of good
health,of good cxrcumstar'ces light, gay, bouyant; but now clothed
in mourning, and of a sad and de_]ected appearance. A hed»y
sigh, und a Ccheele washed with tears indicated the bit: erness o)

T
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her grief. With querulous accents, she tald me, that two friends
of great respectability of character, had written to her, that her
father, brothers, and sisters, had perished in the lastinvasion, 1
told her not to faint in the day of adversity ; besides said I, it
may not be so bad as you expect ; perhaps your informants were
not assured of the fact. ** O ! exclaimed she, ¢ 1 could wish,
I could not believe their testimony ; but I know their character,
and their competency to give certain information : and T am
certain, yes, undoubtingly certain, that such isthefact.” [ spent
the evening in meditating upon the simplicity, the power, and
and excellency of faith. The following conclusions, were the ne-
cessary results of the scenes through which I had recently pas-
sed :— .

1. 1o the first place, the singular pewer of faith is manifes-
ted in all places and amongst all people. It demonstrates itself
to be one of the most common, and intelligible principies of action;
and produces the greatest changes in human character, in the
views and pursuits of mankind. !t overcomes the greatest diffi-
culties, and impels men to the highest achievements known in
the world. :

2. It always operates according to the fact believed.  Joy
and sorrow, iove and hatred, fear and hope: are the effects of
ihe fact believed, and not of the manner of believing, so much
talked of.

3. ILvidence aloue produces faith, or testimony is all that
is necessary to faith. This is demonstrably evident in every
casc; and therefore the certainty felt is always proportioned to
the character of the testimony produced. Faith is capable of
being greatly increased in many instances ; but only in one way,
and that is, either by affording additional evidence, or by bright-
ening the evidences already produced. To exhort men to believe,
or, to try to scare them into faith by loud vociferations, or to cry
them into faith by effusions of natural or mechanical tears, with-
aut submitting evidence, is as absurd as to try to build a house,
or plant a tree, in a cloud.

4. Faith, abstract {rom facts, produces no substantial, no
real effect. Faith and opinions have nothing to do with each
other-—taere is no consanguinity between them. A man might
as reasonably expect to support animal life by the simple act of
chewing, as to be saved by the mere act of believing. It is not
a man’s eating that keeps him alive, but what he does eat ; so
it is not a wan’s believing that saves his soul, but what he does
believe.

5. Al controversies about ihe nature of faith, about the
diTerent kinds of maodern faith, are either learned, or unlearned
nonsense, calculated to deceive and hewilder. 'The only, the
crand question with every man is, what is fact or truth 2 This
ascertained, let there be no inquirtes about how a man believes,
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or whether his faith be of the right kind. Ifa man really be-
lieves any fact, his raith soon becomes apparent by the influence
of the fact upon him.

6. DNo person can help believing, when the evidence of
truth arrests his attention. And without evidence, it is as im-
possible to belicve, as to bring something out of nothing.

7. The term failh, is used in the Bible, in the commonly re-
ceived zense of mankind, and the faith, which we have in the tes-
timony of God, differs from that, we have in the testimony of men,
in this one respect only—that as men may be deceived, and may
deceive others, so the confidence we repose in their testimony,
in some instances, may be very limited ; but as God cannot be
deceived himself, neither can deceive others,so the confidence we
have in his testimony is superior to that we repose in the testi-
mony of men ; and as the word comes to usin demonstration of
the IToly Spirit, or attested to us, by the supernatural gifts, which
accompanied the testimony of the original witnesses; soit affords
the highest possible evidence, and therefore produces the great-
est confidence. 1f we receive the testimmony of men, says John,
and act upon it, in the most impoitant concerns, the testimony of
God is greater, and is capable of producing greater certainty,
and infinitely worthy of being acted upon in the all important coun-
cerns of the world to come. See Heb. chap. xi.

From the Christian—a Boston Paper.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

This large and hitherto respectable religious body is now
engaged in a furivus, bloodless war, not however, with aforeign
enemy, but with ¢ heresy” in her own bosom.  Not only some
of her most pious and devoted Ministers have been suspected of
departing from the faith of her old-fashioned Calvanistic creed,
(2 creature of dark ages,) but whole Synods and Presbyteries, are
charged with the gmilt of interpreting the word of God for thein-
selves 3 and at amneeting ofthe General Assembly, recently held
in Philadelphia, not less than FCUR HUNDRED Ministers, in-
cluding the Synods and Presbyteries towhich they belong, were
CUT OFF irom the Presbyterian Church for alleged heresy, and
this on rumot of * common fame” without {rial. The heresy is
called ** New Divinity,”” and is supposed to owe much cf its life,
power and subtlety, to the anti-Calvinistic inventions of Dr. Tay-
lor, of New Haven. ‘he sin of the ex-communicated Churches
seems’to be, 1. A denial thatthe creed of the church, as ex-
plained by the leading Doctors of Divinity among them, is an
infullible rule of faith and practice ; the Bible being supposed to



15t IVhat is Remission ?

have the preference. 2. Believing and teaching that the atove-
ment 1= so full and universal, as to render it possible for ali to
come to God and be saved. 2. Believing that sinners have the
natural, and moral ability of obeying the gospel, and of securing
an taterest in the Salvation of God. 4. That, however awful tho
depravily of the human heart may be, and however disastrous
the full of Adam, may have been to the moral weal of his posterity,
no wan is reputed a sinner in the government of God, on ac-
count of the transgression of our first parents.—The dismem-
trered Synods and Presbyteries are bestirring themselves.  ‘they
have generally resolved to continue the war, until victory, or de-
feat shall attend the conflict. Their delegates are to be sent to the
grand Savhedrim next May, to demand their seats as regular
members of that imposing court.  If defeated in this movement,
they are to organize thcmselves as the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in the United States, proclaim the majority
a faction and demund the records ; whereupon, in case of a
failure, a civil prosecution is to be iustituted for the rccords,
rights of Presbyterianism, and funlls.

Well may infidels triumph at such a shameful outrage opon
the rights of private judgment, and the pacitic principles of the
gospel. Every new creced invented, and imposed upon the church,
by mere human authority, will opensooner or later a new field of
warfare.  When all Christinns learn that ¢ the Bible is the reli-
gion of Protestants,” the church will have peace, and her memn-
bers will be rree.

WHAT 1S REMISSION?

s there no way that people can be made to understand what
is meant by the terms pardon, remission, forgiveness of sins ?—
How many answers would be given to the simple question, Hhat
is forgiven:ss of sins ? One would say, ¢ It is good feelings ;”
another would say, ““ It is leve in the soul ;”’ another, It is
love to God and man ;”’ another, * It is peace with (God and
man ;" and another, ¢ Itisjoy and gratitude,” &c¢. Now these
all may be, and are, effects of the forgiveness of sins: but for-
giveness itsell, must he a proclamation, from that Power, that is
superior to the law transgressed ; and that proclamation, must
be special, or general - it must embrace all transgressors, of a
certain class, or it must have special application, to some, without
condition.  But i1t be conditional, and geneval, then all who
comply with the condition set forth in the prociumation, are the
subjects of 1t 3 and such, as do not comply with the condition, set
forth in the proclamation, are not pardoned. Jesus Christ, is
that Poicer, who is superiorto the law, Ile has made proclama-
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tion, that all, who believe the Gospel, sent to the world by his
Apnstles, and obey it, by submitting to Baptism in his name,
shall have remission of past sins. And if they ignorantly or in-
advertently transgress afterwards, he has proclaimed pardon, on
condition of conlession and prayer. These things being as before
stated, the knowledge of forgiveness, depends upon the perform-
ance of the condition set forth in the proclamation, or upon our
knowledge of a full compliance with the condition. Then our
spirits testify, by words and actions, that we have complied with
the conditions of the proclamation made by the Spirit of God.—
In this way, the two spirits testify, and confirm each other’s testi-
mony, that we are God’s children—that we have been begotten,
and born of'the institation appointed of God. Without this testi-
mony, all the good feelings, and all the think so’s and hope so’s,
that can be enumerated, will not prove the fact.—M. Wixans.

THE MINUTES.
Worth Reading.

A celebrated modern writer says, ‘¢ Take care of the
sninutes, and the fwurs will take care of themselves.”” 'Thisis an
admirable remaik, and might be very seasonably recollected when
we begin to be ¢ weary in well-doing,” from the thought of
having much to do. The present moment,is all we have to dv with,
in any sense ; the past is irrecoverable, the future is uncertsin;
nor is it fairto burden one moment, with the weight ofthe next.
Sufficient unto the moment, is the trouble thereof, If we bad to
walk a hundred miles, we should still have to set but one step at
a time, and this process, continued, infallibly would bring usto
our journey’s end. Fatigue generally begins, and is always iu-
creased by calculating in a minute the exertion of hours.

Thus, inlooking forward to future life, let us recollect that
we have not to sustain all its toils, to endure all its sufferings,
or encounter all its crosses at once. One moment comes laden
with its own liflle burdens, then flies, and is succeeded by another,
no heaver than the last ;—if one could be borne, so can another,
and another.

Even looking forward to a single day, the spirit may some-
times faint from an anticipation of the duties, the labours, the
trials to temper and patience, that may be expecied. Now this
is unjustly laying the burden of many thousand moments upon
one. Letany one resolve, always to do right now, lcaving then,
to do as it can, and if he were to live the age of Methuselah, he
would never do wrong. But the common error is, to resolve to
act right, after breakfast or after dinner, or to-morrow, or ne.ct
time; but now, just now, (hisonce, we must go on, the same as ever-
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It is easy, for instance, for the most ili-tempered persen
to resolve, that tho next time he is provoked, he will not It
his temper overcome him ; but the victory would be, to su'.due
temper, on the’present provocation,  [f without taking up the bur-
den of the futnre, wewould always make the single effort on the
present moment 3 while there would at £y one time, bo very
li'tle to do, yet by this simple process, continued, every thing
would, at lust be done.

It seems easier to do right to-morrow than to-day, merely be-
cause we forget that when to-morrow comes, then, will be now,
This life passes, with many, in resolutions for the future, which
the present never fulfils. It is not thus with those, who, ¢ Liy
palient continuance in well dong, seek for glory, hanor, and im-
mortality, Day by day, minute by minute, they execute the ap-
pointed 1ask, to which that requisite measure oftime and strength
is fitted ; and thus, having worked while it is called day, they ai
length rest from their lubors,and their works follow them, Letus
thea, ¢ whatever good our hands findeth w do, do it with all wur
migit, recollecting, that now, isthe proper and acceptable time.”’

II0W SITALL I SPEND ETERNITY ?

A lady had written on a eard, and placed it in her garien
house on the tos of an hour glass, a beautitul and simple stanza
from one of the fugitive pieces of John Clare, tae rurai poct.—
It was at the scason of the year whea the flowers are in the

highest beauty.

To think of summers yet to come,
‘That 1 am not to see,

To think a weed is vet to blosm
From dust that I shall be !

The next merning she found pencilled on its back :

To think when Heaven and Earth are fied
Aund times and seasons o’er,

Yohon all thet can die shall be dead,
That { west de no mere !

Ah ! where v 5l then ey portion be?

ow shall | spend Eternity 2

o—

woanamed ap o this ong seuatence 3 they acquainted themselves

wita God, sad acquicseed 1 Las will in all timgs,

Cecil. —The histary of ail the great characters of the Dible,
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The Church here continues to grow in strength ; bhut few
of the weekly mectings pass, without an addition to the number
of those,who worship in the ancient Apostolic mode. There isso

ruch betuty and consistency in the Scriptures ; that, when pro-
perly understood, their divinity is admitted—ali oppasition is dis-
armed ; and sinners, repenting sinners, fly to Jesus asa sure re-
fuge from the impending wrath, which is treasured up forthe un-
codly.  DMuch good isto be hoped for, from the rising generation.
The young mind, will receive truths much more readily than the
old. ltabituated, as the latter, generally are, to a particular
train of thought, anddisciplined in the scholastic theology of the
times, and deeply imbued with prejudice. bui little good can be
expected from them. IHow much have the sects to answer for !
Their conceptions of Christianity tend to Deism  Until within a
few years past | was a Deist : | speak it with shame. 1 could
not believe that God, had adopted a plan of salvation, designed
only, for a few of the human race ; and that although all men are
free agents, and all, sinners, yet God, through special and par-
ticular visitations of the Holy Spirit, would sclect a few ofthese
sinners, and leave the greatest number to perish.  This doctrine
exhibited God as a partial and unjust being. 1 observed schisms,
contradictions, aund divisions, a proud and aspiring Clergy—
the natural fruit of these systems. There was confusion, disor-
der, derangement. I would naturally contrast it with the order,
regularity, and harmony of the visible creation, anda confirma-
tion of Deism would be the result. I lived thus, until I became
acquainted with the Gospel as taught and proclaimed by the Re-
formars and Primitive Christians : its broad Philanthropy calling
all to drink of the waters of life freely—prohibiting none, who
believed upon the testimony of the Prophets and Apostles that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and weould put themsclves
under his subjection. This is so plain, so consistent with our
ideas of the impartiality and justness of a benevolent Creator,
that a mind devoid of prejudice, whether it be sceptical or sec-
tarian, must assent to its truth. Janes M. SuakLEFoORD.

We are so accustomed t- see sin within and without us,
that we seldom deeply feel it ; or are so shocked at it, as we
should be, were it less frequent. I( an izhabitant of the Court.
were to walk through some of the filthy streets and zlleys of the
Metropolis, how would he be disgusted and terrified ! while
the poor wretches, who live in them, think nothing of the matter.
Thus a clearer view of sin and of the holiness of God, made the
Prophet cry out, #eeis me ! for Iam undore ; beceuse Iam o
mai of unclean fips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of wnclean
lips: for mine eyes have seenthe King, the Lord of Hosts.
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OPERATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Does not the doctrine of the mystical, physical, naked
operation of the Holy Spirit upon the sinner, without any me-
dium or means, by superseding the necessity of testimony ov
revelation, lead to Deism ?  If the Holy Spirit operates in this
way, where is the use or necessity of that knowledge and reve-
lation which the Christian receives as the truth, and the Infidel
rejocts as false?  And where was the use of miracles, when they
were first wrought, to convince the world, and where 1s the use
of the secord of these miracles, to convince the world, since, and
pow ;—if the sinacr be convinced, without the means of that tes-
timony or record, and made a Christian 2 Many Calvanists, and
parhaps Arminians, contend, I believe, that the sinner cannot
undersiand that testimony without a previous operation of the
Spirit to enable nim to do it, and to have faith in it !

THE HARP QF JUDAIL
Air—GRAMACHREE.

O Harp ! that once in Judah’s hall,
In sweet inspiring strain,

Sntranc’d the fiery soul of Saul,
And sooth’d a monarch’s pain :

How oft, when o’er my earthly joys
Ruus ruin’s ruthless stream,

1 welcome thy consoling voice—
Thy Heaven-directed theme.

Though gone the hand that wak’d thee first,
Though clos’d the minstrel’s ¢y e,
And those who caught thy carly burst
Of glory, are not nigh ;
Of thee no string is broken yet;
‘Thy deep and holy tone
Can make me every care forget,
And dream of Heaven alone.

O Harp ! if Judah’s shepherd flung
Such charms around his theme,
When o’er Time’s distant scenes he hung
Ia dim Prophetic dreawn;
What now thy spell, if David’s hand
Ouce more could wake thy strains,
And tell to every distant land—
The Lord Immaiuel reigns!



