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Moderr Literature and Elementary Instruction in
the Middie Ages.—No. 8.

In the 4wo preceeding articles on
this subject, we attemnpted, briefly, to
show the state of society, so far as
literature and elementary knowledge
is concerned, down to the 2nd of the
sixteenth century of the Christian
era. Qur object Is not to show in de-
tail, the nature and namber of discov-
eries and improvements made, during
the various periods of the world’s
history, for sueh a task would occupy
volumes, but simply, to show, in a
summary manner, the leading features
in the march of intellect. And 1t is
only as we descend the stream of time
and arrive close ot our own day--the
region of a more full and authentic
histury, that the clear day-light of
historie truth begins to enliven the
picture. .

Many are the graldations through
which the mind of man must necessa-
1il§ pass, inadvancing from that state
of barbarism and ignorance, i: which
the great mass of society «ice was,
to that hizh degree of civilization und
intellectusl refinement, whith mauy
countries have subsequently attained,

Having at iength passed through the
mists of tradition and the dresry
wast?, which occupied so loug a
spice in the intellectual chart, »nd
reached the confines of a region char-
acterised by an extraordmary decree
of intellcctual progress, we teel as if
standing on secred ground; thein-
vemion of paper and priming, and
the prac 1cal use of the compass, was
abeut to cau-e a revolation'in the
state of the worid, by the sp-ead of
knowledge. After this long perind
of darkness had passed, like a migaty
incubus over society, educativn oe-
came aprominent pare of Stare de ih-
erations. England, F ance. Pru-sia,
Germany, and other navons,  wd

lans for the spread of knowi.-dr:;
gut the educatim gfven, was prieor.
pally ennfine & to the higner clisae i
the comnon people stl! iwnorag ,
Shorily previ-us to thie tiun muny ot
the nohility ot Englind an  yune.
could not sigo th i namg . Sie-
cavley, the hstoriar ot v pptand,
speaking of an English eq e of te
17th century, says, thai i was * v
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lettered,” and indicated ‘“a nature
end breeding thoroughly plebian,”
If such were the esquires, with re-
gard to cducation, what must have
been the state of the plebians? In
the ttmes 0 Charles the second, the
“ literature, which could be cmiried
by the post bag then formed the
greater part of the inteilectual nutri-
ment ruminated hy the countey di-
vines and country justices;’ and
few knights of the Shire kud hbraties
50 good as may now perpetually be
found in a servant’s hall, or 1n the
back parlor of a small shopkeeper, * #
No cirenlating liYrasry, no book so-
cietv then existed even in the capitol.
* * Ard as to the lady of the manor
and her daughters, their literary
stores generally cousisted of a prayer,
book and a receipt book. * * Aund
during the last part of the seven-
teenth century, the culture of the fe-
nmele m'nd seems to have been en-
tirely neglected.  If a damsel had the
least smatteriny of Literature, she
was regarded as a prodigy. Ladies
highly honorad, highly bied, and
naturally quick-witted, were unable
to w:itea line in their mother tongue
without solecisms and faults of spella
ing such as a churity girl would
now (1849) be ashamed to cowmut.
And the sale of books was so small
that a man of the preatest name could
only obtnin a pittance for the copy-
right of the best performance. * *
Pedagogues knew no way of impart-
ing knowledge but by besting their
upils.”

The most important step taken, in
order to promote education weas that
adopted by the Scottish parlianent in
1696. An act passed, says Macauley,
ordaining ¢ that every parish in the
realm siould provide a commodiocus
schoo! house and should pay a moder-
ate stipend to a schoolmaster. The
offect could not be immediately felt.
But, before one generation had
passed away, it began to be evident
that the common people of Seotlund

. were superior in intelligence to ihe
common people of any other country

in Europe. To whatever land the
Scotchman might wander, to what-
ever calling he might betake himself,
in America or India, in trade orin
war, the advantage which he derived
from his ecarly training raised him
sbove his competitors. If he was
taken iuto a warchouse as a porter
he soon became foreman. If lie en
listed in the arny, he socn became
asergeant. Scotland, meanwhile, in
spite of the borr.nness of her soil and
the severity of her climate, made such
progress in agriculturs, in manutfac.
tures, in ¢ -romerce, in letters, in sei-
ence, in all that cunstitutes civiliza~
tion, as the old world had never seen
cqualled, and as even the New World
has scarcely seen surpassed. This
wonderful change is to be attributed,
not indeed solely, but principally, t>
t e national system cf edueation.”

‘The above extract shows not only
the importance of education and its
cffects upon mankind, but also the
advantages of system. The Scottish
system of educativn was the only
national system, except the Walden-
sian, in existence at that tine, and
for a long time ufter. Prussia, and
the United States of America, were,
we believe, the next to adopt a peneral
system of publicinstruction ; England
has no national system vet; France,
and a few other countries have re-
cently sadopted systems of educa-
tion.

In examining the state of educa-
tional systems, whenever estabhished,
they appear to be in & transition
state; no vountry has yet adopted an
absolute systom ; the changed cir-
cumstances of the Scottish people, is
calling for o change in their educa-
tionel system ; and so it is in ether
countrics, no matter to what height
the state of eivilization may haverun ;
—change is written upon every thing.

It was change in the circumstances
and relations of society that caused =
revival of literature in the 16th cen-
tury. A poiitical, moral, and intellec-
tual change. Among the political
causes of this change, may be enu-



THE INSTRUCTOR.

Pt Bt e S . S s

~—rareswrs

nerated,~—the fall of the castern em-
pire, and the conquest ¢f Turkey and
Greece by the Saracens ; resvlting n
the dispersion of men of leerting,
through the coutinent of Europe;
giving rise to a better system of juris-
prudence, by which civilzatiou was
promoted 3 oppression subducd—and
finally the coasolidation «f the civil
governments of Turope, und:-r the
administration of wore enlightened
Monarchs, who became the zealous
patrons of education.

The Literary causes of this import-
ant change 1n the state of society,
aroge to a preat extent from e in-
vention of printing, and the diviston
of the the commotwealth of leters
into different departmoats. This art,
says Stewart, “rendered the tanght
less dependent on then toachers, and
by opening mnre widely the sourees
of knowledge, served quickly to
break down tho eanciett harriers,and
emancipate the human mnind from its
bondage.” By means of this art,
those stores of ancient leirning,
which had been immer.ed in monas-
tic institutions for ages, and were
scarcely known to exist, were brought
to light, At this time upwards of
twenty men, eminent in scholastic
attalnments nrose, who created o
taste for the study of Grecian and
Roman literature.

Among the moral cavses for the
restoration of letters, may he named,
the Reformatinn ; it exerted a mighty
influencz on the state of the world,
and the intellectual attainments of
the mass of society.

During the 17th century alone,
there arose nearly one hundred nven
who figured in the restoration of hit-
erature, among whom may be named
—Copernicus, Repler, Galileo, Na-
pier the inventor of logarthions, Des
Cortes, Pascal, the two Bernonllis,
Teibnitz, and the immortal Newton,
as he is called. These may be called
the morningz stars of genious and sci-
entific research, who rose guring the
period under consideration, and by
their labours dispelled the darkness

Yo

that overspread the carth, and pre-
~aged the ri<ing of the sun of science,
and the spread of genaral knowledge.

&iill, the leadiny, minids of the world
of lattes were prinepally directed to
the restoration and improvemen! of
Astrenomy, Mathematics generally,
Luclids elrments of Geowetry, Op-
tics, and the various branches of
Natura, Plelosaphy 5 sobjects gene-
rally fpesi'ng, toa intricate to be
eomprehended by the unintellectual
wird. Ye! a spirit of inguiry mani-
fested itsclf in the public mind, that
gaverise to 2 wiore extended knowl-
edges—a knowledge of the various
affairs of lif-, arnd +n inquiry into the
works of 1i1e uncients,— but more es«
pecially, n knowledge of the scrip-
tures. Monastic Jibraries were ex-
pored for MSS of the Old and New
Testamen's, which were collected, if
not w-th the critical acumen of mod-
ern philologis's, yet with a degree of
dilligeace #nd resaacch that was
hizhly commendable,

It wes Nowton, saysa distingmished
writer. “that predicted the dilate
spheroidal ficure of the earth * ¢
aml =canned the cycles of the firma-
ment, and elicited from the seroll of
enigmatical characters which himself
had framed, the secrets of a subliine
astrcnomy, that high field so replete
with wonders, yet surpassed by this
grandest wonder of all, the intellec-
tual mastery which man has over it.
‘That such a feeble creature should
have made this conquest—that a light
struck cut in the little celi of his
own cogitutions should have led to a
disclosure 89 magrificent—that by a
calenlus of his own formation,as with
the pover of & telisman, the heavens,
with their stupendous-masses and un-
trodden distances, sheuld have thus
been opened to his gaze—can only be
explained by the intervention of a
Being having supremacy over all,
and who has adjusted the laws of
matter and the properties of mind to
each other. It is only thus we can
be mude to understand, how man by
the mere workings of his own spirit,
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should bave penetrated so far into the
workmanship of Nawre; or that, re-
stricted though he be 10 a spot of
eaith, he should nevertheless tell of
the suns and the systems that be afar
-—u~ if he had trrvelled with the line
and plummit in his hand to the out-
skirts ~f ereatian, or earried the torch
of discovery round the uuiver-e.”

Amens the writers of the 1T:h
century, whose works were more
casily comprehended by the body of
the peojle,— were these of ISacon and
Loch—tnese men, to use stroug lun-
guage, rem “the veil of awful ob-
scurity which then eovered 'he face
of uature,” and unfolded to man his
complrte natnre, and the duties he
owed co his Creator. ’

Bicon’s ethical work., though less
celebrated than his treatise on logic
and metaphysics, is characterized by
profiund thought, inventive gepjus,
brilliant fancy, and eorrect reasoning.
His work, “The Georgies of the
Mind,” in wnich he proves the im-
portance of esucation, and the devel-
opment of the intelleciual character,
is well worthy a perusal, even at this
dis'ant day.

And Louch’s celebrated ¢ Escay,” is
still con-idered a work of great im-
portance, ~embracing within itsrange
almost every topic that comes within
the sphere of moeral and wmtellectual
science,

Such warks as these, with others
of ssmilarimp.ort, were well calenlated
io Jend the public mind into o right
frame of 1 quiry, and sdvance the Jit-
erature of tuuse tines.

Frcm a work new before us, by the
Messrs. Crambers of Edinburgh,—
1846, we find the state of educzation
in s vera! of the different countries
of tt e worid, as f Howa :

In England the proportion of
school-going puptls is as 1 to 314 of
the popalaion: Sealand 1 10 95
el no 1 175 Prussin 1 1o 63
Fra e 1to 12: Spoaie ond Portugal,
I o )sdnivaleed 16005 Tty —
Pop 1 Srans | LU Tuce Ve 55
Tusciny 1o G035 Neopobit n ter-
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tory, 1 to 70; Lombardv 1 0 13;
fomales ate not educat:d, and * there
are thousimls 1n every provinee who
never saw the forme of o letter
Greece 1 to 8; In Austiia every child
from 5 to 13 yesas of age, 18 com-
petled to attend sehool, and these re-
ceive peneral instiuetion; in Ger-
wany 1 t» 8 of the populatinn attend
school ; in Holland education is very
general; Belgiom 1 to 11; Denmark
110 7; Swedenl to1000; Norway
1to 7; Russia 1 to 360. 7The s'ate
of Asia, with reference to educarion,
is very low, —tew &ble to read ;5 the
civibzation «f Africa is livtle anove
8 ‘mi-harbarism ; United States 1 to
9 of the entire ) pulaion; and in
Fouth America the seale of education
15 exeeedingly low,—few being able
to read.

Such, was the state of education, 1n
the principal conmnies of the world,
frurteen years ago  Lusome of these
countries great charges bave since
taken place, both as to the quality
and the quantity of edueaiivn -
parted.

The proportion of children, sayst
work publi:hed in France in 1856, to
the entire population is,—Children
between five and 1en years of age are
in Ireland 1in 7.35 of the habitants;
Engiand 7.62: Scotland 7.90; Swe—
den 10.16 5 France 10.23. Children
between ten and fifieen y.ars age. In
Ireland 110 8.20 ; England and Scot-
land 1 in 8.70; Sweden, in 10,17;
France 1 in 10.67.

M. Hodgins 10 the American Jour-
nal of Edueation, on this subject,
says :—The namber of persons tv one
puptl, witheut distinguishing the age
of pupiis 3 Maine, 35 Upp-r Carada,
445 Depmark, 4.6; U.ited States;
5 63 Sweden, 5.6; Saxony, G; Prus-
ria, 6.2; Lower Canada, 6.7; Nor-
vay, 7: Great Britan, 75 ; Belgrium,
83; YFinnce, 1055 Auatra, 13.7;
thodaud, j4.83; Trelvnd, 14 5, Greoce,
185 Rnsaaa, 505 Spas, G35 Patu-
pal 31.7.

e per centege of cuddren be-
tween siven and fotrtesn y.oa.s of
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age, attending school in the fullowing
countries, is of recent date :—Ssxony
100 nearly; New Englund S-ates, 93;
in Holland, 92 ; Piussia, Swigerland,
Denmark, Sweden and Norway, Bel-
gium, Austria, Scotland and Englind,
each a per centage of 43. In ladia,
with her two hundred millions= of m-
habitants, the average proportion f
persors. who can read, 18 not more
than two out of every one hundred
of the entire population,

In Ireland, by the census of 1841,
in sevenmy-four towns, each with
a minimum population 1 f 2500, thers
was not a sirgle bookseller 5 and still
worse, there were six couutics, Done-
gal, Kildare, Leitiine, Queen's West-
meath, and Wicklow, wnich had not
a bookseller, or a single cirenlating
library. These, says the Liferary
Gazelle, may be considered strange,
and most assuredly they are startling
fscts; the same authority says that
Scotland, with a third of the popula-
tion, hos three times the number of
bookselleis, being in the proportion
of nine 10 one.

Prince Albert stated in a speech
recently delivered in Tondon, that
while in half a centary population has
only doubled itself within the British

Islands, the number of schorls has
increased as 14 to 1; that in 1801
the number of Schoolsdn PBnegland
and Wales was between 3000 and
4000 whi» in 1851 it hed risen tos
46,000 ; and while the proportion of
day Scholars to the entire popula:ion
was in 1818, 1 1o 17, it was in 1833,
1to 11, nud in 1851, 1 t0 8. TEngland
having no naticnal system of educa-
tion, the School auttendnnce is very
fluctuating,—in 1850, 37 per cent of
the population atterded School, while
n 1857 the School attendance fell to
within a fraction of 27 per cent.

A sy~tem of education has existed
in Yiedmont, for upwards of seven
huadred years, ¢ more rational and
efficient (says Dr.Dick,) than has yet
been established :n the British Isles.””

In the year 1765, Silest established
a School system which has been since
improved, and provides that “the
boys must all be sent to Schuol from
their sisxth to their thirieenth year,
whether the parents are able to pay
the school tax ornot. * * Every
parent or guurdiai wko neglects to
send his childor pupil te Sehool, with-
out sufficient cause, is obliged 1o pay
a double tax.’”

(To be Continued.)

Education of the Eye.

It is assuredly then a thing to be
profoundly regretted, that not one
man in a thousand developes the hid-
den capacities of his orpans of visions,
either as regards its utilitarian or its
xibetic appications,  The great ma-
jority of mankind do not and cannat
see one fraction of what they were in-
tended to see. The proverb that
“ None so blind as those that wall not
ree” 1s as true of physical as of moral
vision. By neglect and carlessness,
we have made ourselves vnable to dis-
corn hundreds of things which are be-
fore us to be seen. Thomas Carlyle
bas summed this up in the one preg»

nant sentence. “The eye sce$
what it brings the power to sce.’
How true is that? The sailor on the
look-out can see a ship where the
landsman sees nething; the Esquis
maux can distinguish a white fox
amidst the white snow ; the American
Lackwoodsman will fire a rifle-ball s0
as to strike a nut ‘out of the mouth of
the squirrel without hurting it; the
Red Indian Boys held their hands op
as a mark to eack odher, certain that
the unerring arrosr will be shot be-
tween the out-spread fingers; the as-
tronomer can sce a stav in the sky,
where to others the blue expanse 18
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unkroken ; the shepherd can distin~
guigh the fure of evorv sheen m L
flock ; the moesaic woirker i deteot
distinetinns i col ur, where athers
eee none § aad malutudes of wdditiona
al exampl s wight be given of what
* educatioa daes for 1he eye,

Man is a harp whose cords elude the

sight,

— e -

The Best

We may say in Latin-English, « [:-
delity attends virtue;” but if we use
Saxon Inglish, * Well-being ar'ses
feota well-damng;”’ it is a far better
wording of thesameidea,  And murk
the strength, exprossivensss, aud ma-
Jestic movement of' the following lines
from the ¢ Departmenis of Seona-
cherib,” in which nearly all ¢he words
are Anglo Saxon:—

*“For the Angel of Death spread his
wings on the Llast;

Each yielding harmony, disposed aright ;

The serews rever<ed (a task whichif He
plese

{30d in a moment cxceules with ea:c),

Ten thousand .honsand strings at once
2o logss,— .

Lost, till lle tene them. all their power
wnd ue.—CowPBR,

—H&rom the School and the Teacher.

English.

Aad breathizd in the face of the foe as he
pasy'a

Andthe eves of the sleepers wax'd dead-
ly and chill

And their hear:s heaved but once, and for
ever piew still!”

The French and Latin clements of
our langnage, of course, have their
place and use, und cannat be teft out;
but the Anglo-Saxon should furnish
the staple of our common “writing end
talk.—English Sunday Schoal Maga-
zine.

Number of Words in the English Language.

The Hon. Geon, P. Marsh, in a re-
cent lecture on the English linguage
says, that the English words found in
use by goed writers hardly fall short
of 100,000. Even if a man was able
on extraerdinary occassions to bring
into use half of that number, Le cene-
rally contented himself with far fower.
Each individual used in his daily life
a repertory of words to seme extent

peeuliar to himself. TFiw scholare
used as muny as 10,000 Bngli-". words;
ordinary people net mere than 3C00.
In all Sh-hespeare there were not
more than 15,000 words; in all Mil-
ton, 8000. Of the Bayptians hiero~
glyphics there were but 800, and 1t
was said that the vocabulary of the
Ttalian opera waos scarcely greater.

Boys Dont Give Up.

A Chindman will contend at the an-
nual literary examination till he 1s se-
venty or cighty yenars old, although
with the bare possibility of ulimate
success. Mr. Cabaniss, a misstonery
at Siianghat, says, that his teacher saw
a man st the last examination who is
84 years old, and who has not yut des-
paired of graduating.

We are sad dunces in the school of
life, reading our lessons slowily. And
when Grief, with her sharp dagger,
pricks our heart string sore (seeing
our little sorrow wagnified through the
false microscope of selfiskness,) we
cry out, ¢ Wa ! as if God were netjust;
as if the power which paints the ten-
der flowers red, blue, or purple, as
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hest pleases it, f2eds them with sun-
shine, strengthens them with storms,
and moulds them perfectly, were net
the same whech builds our lives up ;
knowing nut,.if we live passively i s
they do, in His hands, we, too, should
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grow up perfeet in His sight, through
good and evil, and our star of faith,
for every might of wo, would lengthen
out, a rainbow pavement, which sur
souls mizht chimb to grasp the light
begond. = V. ¥. Teacher.

Home Dufies and Home Enjoyments.

“There is a class of blessinzs so
quiet and peaceful, that men seldom
pause to take note of them ; and yet
no others on earth are so precioas I
mean suctal blessings, But, invalu-
able as they are, their history is une
written. Thne achievements of armics,
the machinery of governments, and
the lives of great men, are pea.ly all
that the historian bas recorded 1In
fact, most that makes up the social
life of people cannot come before th:
public eye. It hesin the shadow of
more imposing odjects, angd the veil
~f privacy covers it.  But should their
history be written, they would he
iound to have governed, unseen, those
areater events on which men gaze
with wonde~. The great oues, who
have led in public affairs, and stamped
their impress on theirage, have them-
selves come ftom the bosom of saciel
life, and from the shaping power of its
silent ivfluences. They have been
orne up on the flood they seemed to
guide. They were the index, not the
contents of their age.

But it much of private life is insig~
aificant to the woild, aud mueh too
dark to look upon, gtill, it might pre-
sent sonme of the brightest pictuves,
which it were refreshing to study.
If it does not show us heraes in the
battle-field, and kings in palaces, it
might exhibit many a peaceful com-~
munity thriving in all arts of indus-
try ; many 2 neighbourh»: d cornsulting
its common interests in unpretending
counell, or gaihering in smiling cir-
<les of friendshio; and many a hamlet
and cottage sprinkling vailey and Lill-
side: every day the centres of honest
toil and pleasant cares, and every even-

ing gathering a joyous company
eround a cheerful fire to mingle the
voices of nrorent n'rth, and song and
praise—the homes of affection, and
virtue, and peace. You might see
grratness without its show, warth
without its pretence, and every kind-
Iy feeling of humanity rooting itselt
in warm hearis, and bloomingout in
its ewn freshness and teauty,

We are all made for society. The
best wvirtnes are dwarfed, the best
symprthies dry up, and man’a whole
nature becomes one-sided and selfish
when he isolates himself from coinmon
interests and the common weel, He
needs to link himself to the living
trunk of human society, or, like a
severed branch, he falls withered and
useless.  The vitality of eur nature
must flow inta it through those vari-
ous ties which hold men together in
a socal life.  Every natural tie feeds
some patural affection ; every affect’on
18 a sourer of some new j»y ; +nd thus
all socinl ties were intended to enter
into one still higher, s‘renger, and
happier, that binds us to the benefi-
cent Author of every joy.

But, like all other nainral gifts in~
tended to bless, if perverted, they may
bring a curse. It is, then, an npor-
tani question, how the advantrges
designed to grow out of the social res
lations may be secured.

‘T'ne social enjoyments of a people
depend upon their sccial characier;
their social character 1s very much
the resull of soeial tramning, and this
training is mostly in the household—
the family at home. And ifwe naotice,
also, the wider rclations of society
branching out through all its depart-
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ments, we find they rest on the same
basis ; their corner-stene is home., To
the questton, then, how can social en-
joyments be promoted 7 The angwer
tg—make your homes happy.

Let us suggest, then, somc thicgs
which may tend to promote the happi-
ness ot homa,

1. Each in the home circle must
have a benevolent spirit, or have a
disposition to make the rest happy. If
one be heedless of the wishes of the
others, but tenaciors of his own grati-
fication, he acts on a selfish principle,
which can sander all humar ties. A
benevolant spirit wilk 1sad to frequent
self-denin} for others’ good, and it is
the corner stone on which the happi-
aess of home must rest.

2. Avoid the pasitive causes which
tend to mar the peace of home. Every-
thing which will be likély to displease,
if unnecessary, should be avoided.
The huopiness of a day may be de-
stroved by u sinzle word or action,
and its repetizion may keep a family
in comstant turmoil. Small things
may embnter hfe. He whe would
knowingly give unneccessary pain is
wanting in humane feelings.

3. Each must have a fo bearing
spirnt.

No one, that knowa hime If, imag.
ines thst he i+ perfect, even 18 a soci-
al being. 1le needs the fzcbearance
of others, and Le must be willing to
extend it to them, I'o ask perfection
in others, when one has only impers
tectiolfs to give in return, 13 not a fair
excaange. Thkere will oftenbe differ-
ence of opinion, but there need be no
alienation of feeling. Let the judg-
went lean to the side of charity, and
what charity eannot eover, let forbear-
ance excuse,

4. Be reaiy to ask forgiveness.

Many are too little to do this. But
nothing can so stamp one’s eharacter
with the seal ¢l true greatness, asa
free, open, penitent acknowledgement
of a wrong, whenever it has been done
And when such spints are together,
harmony ' cannot long be broken,
though the house be small.

L N N N R b el T Y

3. Caltivate an open, communica—
tive spirit.

An open expression of thought and
feeling leads to a wider camparison of
views, to more intelligent judgments,
and to a knowledge of one another,
w! ich ranoves distrust, and forms the
only true basis of mutual confidence
and eympathy. Mwds cannot flow
into one another unless they know
cach other—unless they are open
and cotnmunicative. DMost suljecis
may be familiarly conversed upon.
At least, a spirit of reserve should be
avoided. [f characteristiz ot a family
in their relations to each other, it stops
the spontaneous outflowing of feeling
and thought; it deadens sywpathy,
chills affectton and thus breaks the
sweetest charm of home.

6. Another requisite is tho faithful
performauce of relative duties.

Every social relation involves cor.
responding social duties. Husbana
and wife, parent and child, brother
and sister, owe to each other respec—
tively the daties of these retations. It
is a fundamental law, in all the rela-
tionships of society, that they invelve
reciproca} duties which balonce one
another. And if a person sustain o
relation and neylect its duties, he vio-
lates the very prineiple of harmony
in the social system. He disowns his
own nature. He is worse than an
infidel.

7. Cuhtivate a relish for useful
knowledge.

Some of the family, at least, huve
leisure. Lot them so use 1t as to in-
crease the common stock of inowl-
edge. If a family dwell only on the
routice of daily affairs, or on events
of mere local importance, their minds
will want vigour and scope. The
hour of leisure will drag heavily.
Life will pass in a dul]l monetery.
Home wiil be wanting in attractive-
vess, But enlarge and elevate the
thougnts of home circle, and it will
give vigor to the intellect and fresh~
ness to the feelings; it will waken the
spirit of irquiry, prompt, to diligent
reading and study, and pour into the
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daily conversation vivacity, variety,
snd elevated sentiment. Let ycung
minds grow up surrounded by a spirit
of intelligrnece which reads, which
investigates; not mera news of the
day, but that which is of substantial
importonco—the very kernel of truth,
It is dangerous to the happiness of a
family, it 1ts l:ading members sink
into mental sluggishness. Many a
young mind has sonught low and vici-
ous excilement abroad, for want of
proper mental employpient at home.

8, Cherish the social affection.

Nothing can supply the want of
these. ‘They give to domestic life its
bloom and fragrance. Under their
influence every burdes is light, every
employmeni cheerful, cvery care
sweet. 'Without them all mutual ser-
vice is a kind of taszk-work, and life
itgelf cold and cheerless. A sense
of duty, however strong, is not suffi-
cienrt. A determination to do just
what one is obliged to do in the
thousand little cares of domestic life
overtasks the conscience, and leaves
little ronn for the play of the affec-
tions. These are not altogetheyr spon-
taneous. They may be cherished—
direetly, by litle attentions and kind-
nesses which feed them; indirectly,
by avoiding whatever drinks up their
life—sceking pleasure abroad, apart
from the family—self indulgence, too
absorbing pursuit of wealth or henor
—anything which does not give room
for the growth and play of the social
affections. We are too much a rest-
less, outgoing, worldly people. TkLere
is a wearisoie plodding which ex~
hausts the body, depresses the mind,
hardens the sensibilities, and drinks
up the warm, the playful, and the af-
fectionate, those heurt-smiles which
are the sunlight of home. What 1s
stern, overreaching, and ambitious in
active life preponderate over what 18
cordial, confiding, and affoctionate,
in socal life.  We nced a more tropi-
cal atmosphere to breathe its bland-
ness and transparency through our
feeling and manner. Our social char-
acter wants depth, and warmth, and

simpliety, and eepvinencss.  We
are too calculuting, selfish. unsympa-
thising, heartless, We should be
more ready to rejuice with themn that
rejeice, and to weep with them that
weep ; to look, not every man on his
own things, but alw on the things of
others; to be kindly affectioned one
to another, in honur preterrning one
another. And until that religion whiclk
comes from the atmosphere of heaven
shall breathe 1ts own true spint in
our hearts, to temper our worldliess,
t> deepen our feeling®, and to open
the fonntains of sympathy, we shall
have a wintry climnte; the frost will
croep in to the very hearthstone of
domestic joys, und freeze up the fuun-
tains of social happiness.

Of what pure affections and warm
sympathies has a kind Providence
made us capable! And He instituted
the social relations tor them, that they
might grow out from them, and, like
blussoms on our sterner nature, shed
their sweetness upon human life.
Tender and precious ard the ties that
bind us to the dear circle of home.
Husband and wife, parent and chitd,
brother and sister—the nearest, the
sweetest ties that earth can knowjand
these, gath~red up and sheltered un-
der one roof, and blending together
all their endearments.

If one have 2 happy home, he will
carry iis cheerful spirit with him in
the worlds it will shine eut in the
smiles of his countensance, and others
that sit. not by bis fireside will teel itg
warmth. It matters not so much
that in the jostle of a sclfish world
one sometiines meets its stern com-
petition, its coldness, or even 1ts
treachery, if he can turn daily to re-
fresh himself in a home of true smiles
and genuine virtee, and warm affec-
tisns, There is in this world no
place like a happy home! Thete is
no computing its influence on happi-
ness or character. Nothing has such
a shaping power as ho:se influences.
They are first and deepest, and habit-
ual. They are penetrating and all-
pervading. 'They toueh every spring
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and element of the charaster. Itis
here one appesrs what he is. Abroad
ke may be another person. Tempo-
rary feelings may govern him. He
may wear the digaity of station, or
ape the manncers of fashion. At home
he is himself. And bow refreshing if
we are permitted to lift the curtain
which conceals the private life of one
hanared by the world, to find that he
has all those lively traits of sactal char-
acter, those fresh, and simple, and
kindly feelings which go out playfully
of their own accord, 1 a thousand
ways, and are the gemal sunshine ot
home. If we reverenced the man be-
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fore, we love him now, and raise owm
estimate of his true greatness. Woulc
that all who are honored and usefu
abroad, were qualified to be happy
and io make others happy at home.
But the qualities essential to this do
1ot come of themselves; they must
be svugiht aud cherished. Ob, to hav
licht 1 one’s dwelling—in one
carly first home! so that 1 afte
years, whenever ke wanders in a darl
world, he may think of one bright spot
the home of his childuood, and n
hours of sadness feast upon hs hal
lowed recol'ections, and dream of i
as the sweetest image of heaven.”

Fduecaticn in Upper Canada—1858.

There is no part of the Dritish Em-
pire that holds a more prond position,
80 far as elementary education is con-
cerned, as that of Canada Fast.

The schools of this Prov nce are in
a healthy state; though there has
been, it 1s trae, afal'ing off in conse-
quence of ¢ hard times,” in the school
revenue, still the school a“tendance
has slightly increased.

Number of schools 3,866—increase
135.  Auendance of punils 243,683 —
inerease 21.046. Total receipts for
schoal purposes during the year
£311,122— deercase £12,482. Votal
amount paid to teachers £230,171.
Legislauve grant £33.250. Awxount
contributedt by Municipalities £602,-
376, which is £34,376 in cxcessof the
sum required by the Jaw, and £5,672
more tnan raised m 1857,

The number of children between
five and sixteen years of age, is set
down at 360,578.

Of those whao attended school du~ing
the year 1858,160,633 were mules,and
133,050 femalvs ; showing an inereasc
of more than ten per cent. on each
item.

Of *he teachers, 856 wore first
class; 2364 second, and 683 third
class teachers.

Number of free schoels 1936—in-

crease 229. There were 94 seperate
schoo!s—decrcase six.  "'hie sep rate
schools cost double that of the pubric
scho-ls; and bhalf a dJollar per pupil
more than  non-sectarian schools.
The supporters of seperate schools
ray less than two und ¢ half times the
amount p.id from the pubiic chest,
while non-sectar’an schools contii-
buted nearly nive times the amount
of the public grant.

These fucts tell powerfully 1n favor of
fresschools,and the freeschool system.

In 1,708 schaols the dasly exercises
weye opened and closed with prayer.
In 2518 the seriptures only were read.

In addition to *he above statistics,
there were 75 grammar and senior
County schools attended by 4,459
studems.

Nurmber admitted into the Normal
school 162, The public libraries
have been largely augmented during
the year.

The above facts, considering the
commercial pressure that bore so
heavy on Canada, in common with o
large portion of the world, test:fy in
favar of the systemn, as well as to the
efficiency of Dr. Ryerson, the Chief
Superintendent ; aud the other officers
connected with the administration of
the schoollaw.
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BEducation in India.

Daring the time that the attention
of the public 1s stil! directed 1o India,
and where such revolting avd heart-
rending oceurrences have within the
Iast two years transpired, it way not
be unprofitubie to ecquire iuto the
state of educationin that benighted
portion of the earth; especizlly when
education, both as to the quality and
quantity, has so much to do in mould-
ing the minds of the people.

From recent official enquiries into
the work of education in India, it is
lamentable to contemplate, that not
more than from two to six adults cut
of every one hundred, of the millions
that form the population of that vast
empire can read.

In five districts of the Bengal Presi-
dency, the most intellectually favored
section of India, the proportion of
adults wno have received any degree
of education is six per cent. of the
entire population; so thut ninety four
persons out of every one hundred re-
mains destitute of education; in the
least favored districts thera are ninety
eight ont of every one hundred, desti-
tute of elementary instruction,

Out of thirty eight miliions, the
population of Upper and Lower Ben-
gal, fourteen millions may ve set
down ss children, two thizds of whom
are of an instructible age, as caildren
go to schoul there at the age of five.
Now, from the data collected 1t ap-
pears that only seven per cent. receive
any kind or amount of education; 1t
foliows that nine miilions of the chil-
dren, and tweunty three millions of the
adult popuiativn of Upper and Lower
Bengal are without education alto-
gether.

Such being the state of native edu-
cation in this section of the Indian
empire, it would not be difficult, ¢ n-
sidering that females are entirely de-
void of education, except the natch-
girls, to ascertamn the number of un-
educated persons in Briish India,
which caunot be less than one hun-
dred and thirty four millions. A fear-

ful amount of ignorauce, superstition
and vice, in the power of a fanalic
priesthood, and evileminded chief-
tains, to employ at pleasure to their
own bald ends.

In Culcuita, Bombay, and Madras
a few highschools have been recently
established by the natives, where the
Persian, Arabian, Sansarit languages,
general  literature, rhetoric, law,
logic, medicine, and astrology, are
very imperfcely tiught. The aver-
age number of students at any one of
these institutions does not exceed
seven. The tzachers arc most of the
Braminicai caste, many live in ex-
treme poverty, while others reeeive
galariea incommensurate with the
amount of instruction imparted.

Within the last ten years quite a
number of works, compared with the
extent of education have been pub-
lished in Indin, consisticg of ub=urdly
fabulous and disgustingly immoral
recitals of dramas, poems, and isto-
ries—works calculated to instruct and
excite the people in every thing that
is fulse, base and cruel. The works
on grammar, logic, ete..are few and
imperfect. 'The medical depariment,
mculcate absurd quackeries of every
description.

The condition of the common
schools, which are few and far ba-
tween, is sull worse,—they are httle
better than a negative evil—fiting the
few who enter within their walls to
be cruel, licentious, and deceptive.

The following extracts from an
able article in a late Number of
« Ceambers Journal,” fror. which this
arucle i3 condensed, will show the
state of these schouls :— .

% The course in these seminarieg ia
to place the young scholar during a
month after his first entrauce to prac-
tice the formation of the alphabet;
which he does by writing on the loose
sandy floor of the school reom with
one of s fingers or a smal® stick,
From this initiatory stage he is pro-
mioted to the next class, where he is
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tangbt to construct words and short
sentences by writing on a palin-leaf
with an iron style. Thence he pro-
ceeds to use the finer leaf of the plan-
tmin ; and finally, when well advanced,
he is taught to write on paper hard-
ened by the juice of the tamarind iree,
and to draw up petitions, husiness
documents, accounts, &c. In some
ot Hindi, though not in the Bengali
schools, a wooden buard or a brass
plate smeared over with mud, or cloth
and water, is employed for tracing
werds by means of a wooden style, as
well as for calculations in arith-
metie.”

The teachers are miserably poor,
and have to cmploy themselves be-
tween the hours of teaching, at any
pursuit that will enable them to add
a few pence to their small pittance in
order to make 2 living; and “thas
village school will frequently be held
in an open shed, occasionally in the
covered place in which the weekly
market is held, on which day a holi-
day 1s given to the scholars, and the
pedagogue occupies himself in the
busy cuties of what, in BEurope, we
should call the clerk of the market.”

The language employed 1n the
comimon schools, now under notice, is
Bengali in Bengal proper, and Hindos-
tani in Behar and other districts.
The Urdue langusge, though much
richer in variety and force of expres-
sion, (the language of the Pulpit) has
not found its way into any of the
class-books of the elementary schools,
where it might be advantageously
used.

Among the teachers employed, the
Brahmins, contrary though it is to
them, in conscquence of their high
caste, 10 give instruction in the cle-
mentary branches, arc the most nu-
merous. The people being divided
off intu castes, and each caste keeping

at a vrespectful distance from the
other. “Twenty years ago, it was
rare indeed that the least degree of
instruction was enjoyed by any of the
lower castes of tatlors, water drawers,
sweepers, or such like;” recently
some change has taken place in this
respect.

The domestic mstruction as is im-
parted in families is still more unsat~
isfactory than that taught in the
common schools. ‘The high caste
men will not send their sous to the
elementary schools along with the
sons of the lower orders of society,
consequently in some instances they
remain uneducated.

In contrast with the state of indige-
nous education in India, is that
established by the christian Mission-
aries. Wherever these labourers in
the field of truth would locate them-
selves, schools would arise,.and ele-
mentary instruction be imparted i
the vernacular tongue. ‘Through the
instrumentality of the Rev. J. Long
and others, useful books in the lan-
guage of the country have been pre-
pared and put in circulation in the
schools  Before the recent rebellion
good 1esults were produced in many
places from these works.

The Bengal government have estab-
lished a system of cducation, and ap~
propriated a large amount of money
in aid thereof ; but from the extrave-
gance, n its expendirure,—paying a
large staff of officers; the real workers,
the teachers, get very little for their
labour,

The Calcutta colleges, and Com-
pany’s colleges, have done but little
for the education commensurate with
the exertions made, nor will they
ever do much for the elevation of the
Indian mind, uniil eAsTE—the cerse
of India— be trampled under feot.



THE INSTRUCTOR.

e e v——— v AT v A L

a7

B S NN

Hints on English Composition.

BY GEORGE R. R. COCKBURN, ESQ., M. o. RECTOR OF THZ MODEL GRAMMAR
SCHOOL FOR LPPER CANADA.

In a country, like Canada, where
every one who aspires 1o occupy any
position is more or less called upon to
express his sentiments publicly, either
orally or through the medimmn of the
press. we should imagine that Ing-
lish Composttion wouid hold 8 promi-
nent plate in the schedule of our
achoo! duties. But our daily experi-
cuce tells us that such is not the case,
and that we are generally left 1o ac-
quire that art in a loose, nondescript
manner, after we are supposed lo
have finished our education, We be-
lieve, however, that many of onc
zcalous teachers are fully sensible of
this defect, but have been deterred
rom giving this branch a prominent

lace in the regular curriculum of
tudies, rom an exaggerated ide:. of
the difficulty of training the yo. hiul
mind to the art of composition. With
a view to remove this difficulty, and
to answer various inquities, we desire
to offer the followmg few simple
hints on English Composition. We
would commence by remarxing that
the bugbear in the way of teaching
English Composition, has been that
the subjects given out by the master
have not been adapted to the mental
pvowers of the pupil. Any one may
be convinced of the truth of this re~
mark, by turning over the pages of
any ordinary cemposition ctass-book,
in which, amoag the iist of subjects
for essays, he will find such nice ab-
stractions as ¢ Virtue is its own re-
ward,” ¢ Honesty is the best policy,”
“ Benevo'ence,” ** Charity,” © Beau-
ty,” ¢ Bovy,” ¢ Vice,” ¢ Truth,”
¢« Justice,” ¢ Time,” &c. Now these
nuts arc rather hard for any one to
crack ; and to set any ordinary man
—far lessa child, with its feeble, un—
developed powers—to wiite eabout
such wiry, fleeting abstraction, is
simply absurd. The food is too sirong
and not adapted to tho intellectual

digestive organs of the child. You
must tempt it by a lighter, simpler,
and more nourishing diet; and that
you can easily, procure, by adopting
the following recipe :—1‘ake a shor
puthy, fairy tule, or heart-stirring deed
from histery; read it carefully over
onee, or twice if necessary,to the
Iitle fellows, who will listen to it
with bieathless attention. Then en-
courage one of them to repeat, as he
best can, on the spur of the moment,
the sans story; and when he hus
done so, tell tie whole class to repro«
duce 1t as carefully as they can, but
to use every freedom in the hendling
of the subject. In this manner you
will help 1 cultivate—what 1n a
young c’'ass it is most essential to cul-
tivate-——the habit of' attention and
sustamed intellectual effort ; and the
fact of one of their class-mates having
repeated the story, will encourage the
dutlest to persevere. You can then
cause two or three boys to reproduce,
on the black~board, thenr essays, in
whole or in part, which you can thus
publicly eriticise.

Atter warning the class against sim-
ilar errors, you may send them all to
their sests, to write a second or im-
proved copy, by which 1eans you
bring vwvidly before the boy the fact
of his progressing-—orue of the greatest
levers in 3eif education. When 1n
this manner they have had suffi-ient
practice in composing 1 a variety of
sivles, so as to be able to punciuate
correctly (which may be tau -ht in a
very few lessons by the anaiyas of
sentences,) and to write pretty flu-
ently, the next step is to throw them
more on their-own resources, by sug-
gesting to yhem various subjects for
original compesition, taling care,
bowever, tho. these be coufired to
things which ey bave soen or hind-
led, or can ensily unsgine. They
may thus descrive a shipwreck, firc at
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sea, ericket mateh, boat race, battle
secne, holiday exeursions, &e. The
teact er can thus a'law [ull scope to
indiv'dual ta-te and talent, and cun
help the backward,—but let hum be-
ware of compelling his pupi's th wrie
a theme nicely cot up and di-sected
into so many dry worsels, Jahelled
with equally dry nomes, and thus at-
tempt to force every hoy tr {hink
alike and in a regulur order.

The higher style «f compasition
may now be safely entered upon by
the more advanced puyils, to whom
the mas'er may give critiesl or paral
lel hingraphies; histerieal, imngina-
tive, or other themes, which requ're &
fairly cultivated mind and taste, nad
powers  of nice discrimination. n
these higher subjects he will find it
almost indispenstble to have st his
command a f{eir school hbrary, to
which te can refer the pupils for
consultation or prelimiary reading.
Let them have full time to dicest
what they read, so that their thoughts
may not he mere crude repetitions of
the ideas of others.

Such is a rough outline of the man-
rer in which we conceive Enghsh
Composition may be taught. The
judicious teacher may also avail him-
self of other means to aid the pupils
in acquiring thas art. Thus, by
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making it & rule, af Jeast in the Junior
classes, tn admit wo answer which
dovs not contain a cle-rly expressed
definite propo-ition,—by teaching his-
tory not so much by questioning as
by demanding an oral or written ac-
count of a particular lesson or subject,
- by requiring in the classics a fall,
good Emglish (not Latin-English)
translation of every passage,instead of
allowing both languagestobe murdered
piecemeal by that curious gremmatical
hybrid termed * construing,” by caus-
ing the pupils themsc lves to comment
on and recite choice pirces of our hest
authors; by avoiding the pernicious
habit of correcting pages of bad
grammar, which is nne of the surest
methods of teaching a boy bad gram.
mar, by familiarizing him with 1t; by
institeting among the senior pupils a
carotully conducted debating society;
by these and such similar appliances
as will aceur to every anc who has
studied the philosophy of the human
mind, in cunnection with instruction,
the art of English Cowmposition can be
essily and pleasantly acquired, and a
good mental training be at the same
time secured. In conclusion, we
whald draw the particular attention
of every tcacher to the orthography
of his pupils, and the necessity of
curtailing their spasmodic effusions.

Physical Development in America.

For eighty years we have existed
as an independent power among the
nations, asserting by brain force and
nervous skill our equality with the
older races from which we sprang,
and dowmg eredit to the Teuton and
Jeltic tribes (who were our origina-
tors), 1n point of intellectual power
and vigorous thought. This state-
ment 18 one which we believe will be
acknowledged by the most prejndiced
cornmentator on our social eystem.
But while we proudly indite such a
fact, we are also compelled to ac-
knowledge that we have deteriorated

in physical * development. The
causes of this deterioration have been
a consequence of our independence ;
for to prove that we were capable of
doing what in the revolutionary days
we said we could achieve, it was re-
quisite that for a time we should for-
get our personal mareriality, and think
only how best to use the * dweller in
the temple,” regardless of the temple
itgelf. Having now, hawev:r, proved
the position that our forefathers as-
sumed and being able to keep 1t with
the exercise of an ordinary amount of
brain force, it is necessary that we
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stiould look tothe walls of the temple,
in order to preserve it in that sonnd
and westh-r-proof state that its Geond
Designer intended 1t to Le.

Nemly every lectare this scason
has had something bearirg on tms
question ; 1nd there isin the press a
mighty surging, that indicates truly
the waves of argume'ft that aie. i
come, and wash musele, bone, and
ginew into the American child. On
every hand we sce it exciting good
men’s attemion; ard even from tha
pulpit we have heard, so lo speak,
musculur  Christlanity, preached.
Pure health in a normal man is more
the ratural balai.ce of thought, feeiing
and bodi'y vigor than the mere ab~
sence of disease, and with us this
balance has been somewhot impaired,
and would we keep that power to go-
a head as we wish—would we show
- thgt our thonghts are good or gre.t,
our ptinciples noble or sublime— we
must keep in healihy action and per-
fect tupe the 1nstrument threugh
which they roveal themselves o the
onter world. This is the body (the
frame-work) that contains our individ-
uality—* the house we live in.”’

That pleasant philasopher, Dr. O.
W. IHolmes, says in 2 recent number
of the Atllantic Monthly, “——1the
strong hate the weak. IUs all right.
The arrangement has reference to the
race, not the indimdual, Infirmiry
must be kicked out, or the stock run
down.” Harsh as this may appear,
it is true; for we cannot afford, our
bodies being necessary ageaots to effect
the objects of our wills, that they be
coustitutionally weak, and incapaci-
tated for the lavor they have to do,
and that the will commands, or the
thought inspires them to pesform.
There 13 a bodily insanity as well as
a mentalone; and asexcessof any kind
induees the onego does want of air, ex-
ercise, and equalizing action proauces
the other. )

Thete is another grand cause of
bedily infirmity in this country, and
that is, the vast amount of quack me-
dicines which are aunually swallowed

e N L et L

by persons, for purposes honest
o .d dishonest, and which, if they do
not inflict punishment on the par.
taker of them, yet surely stamp upon
the offsoriny—our future greainess—
the mark of a futher’s folly or o
mother’s weakuess.

We have no fear, however, that
there will be a sufficient number 1o
look on the melancholy side of the
question ; therefore let us prefer, as
ploneers, to show the road to health
and national physique. 'This physical
education must be :in with the young;
and to thele improved coudition, the
result of training, must we look for
an athlelic American people. The
first ¢rand necessity of life is fresh air;
and we can assure tmany persons who
act as it they thrught the reverse,
that fresh air will not ordinarily kill
babies, in fact, the youncest child
sheuld have as much fresh air as
possible, should be lvosely clad, and
allowed to crawl about a great deal.
The educational systemm should in-
clude the gymnasium, and regard the
art of calisthemies as a very funda-
mental part of learning. B.ys, aud
even girls should be encournged in
vigorous sports—flying the kite, bow-
ling the hoop, or similar gnmes. We
sometines count, 1n one dav, half-a-
dozen or more target companies passe
ing cur office, to shoot for prizes at
some suburban lager bier garden ;and
we have thought how much better it
would be, and how much mare good
it would do the country, were those
young men to try their skill at leap-
ing, vaultng, throwing the hammer,
or anything that called forth muscle,
rather than shooting at a painted
bo.rd. And it would be more patri-
otie, tuo, for the use of the qun .8
quickly acquired, should it ever be
wanted for warj the muscle and
strength 10 use that gun a-e not to be
had quickly, but are the results of
constant activity and exercise.

Our habits are, also, altogerher tro
sedentary, and the ladies, we say it
respectfully, are too much within
dosrs, and know too little of rustick
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roads and the pleasure of country
walks. L t them, therefore, try and
walk a little more 3 as much from the
citirs as possible, and as little iato
them. Oh! if the ladies would but
make walking s fashion, what a bles~
sing it would be. Again, we want
more vemilation in our schools,
churches, and houses, and the s
tary conditton of our cities is capable
of great improvement. Better d.ain-
age, more water facilities, and a sys-
tem of venulationin the humbler por-
tions of our city, woulld, we oare sure,
reduc» the mertality two per n one
vear; and the gaod that they would
do by improved gencral health, is
inealeulabie.

We thik that we are right when
we say thit man shculd not only be
intellectually the superior over the
brute creation, but that as an animal,

he shou'd be the first; and this1s only
to be obtained by exercise, fresh air,
and cleanliness. We wish sincerely
to see the Am-rican a splendid speci-
men ot physical development, and
this is to be impressed on the Ameri-
can mind more strongly than it has
ever yet been.  Insome measure we
lsok 1o the public schools to start the
movément, by affording the pupils
everv facility for the exercise of their
bodies as well as minds. The iastruc-
tors of the young must learn the laws
of hyuiene as well as logic, and teach
gvimnasties in conjunction with the
Latin or French grammar. If they
will but do this, it will be 2 grand
step towards giving the children better
ability to think and study, by being
the possessors of healthy bodies, and
it will much aid physical development
in America.—Scientific American.

MISCELLAINNEOUS.

THE U~1vERsITY OF BERLIN, Prus-
sia, hos a st ff of one hundred and
fifty professor~; and the number of
students in artendance frequently ex~
ceeds four thousand.

LicaTnixG.—Thunder is said to be
catsed by the passige of eleciricity.
If the air in the clouds has more elec-
tricity the “stroke” comes from
above; if, however, the air on the
surface is fuller of electricity, tken
the stroke is upwards, This is the
reason, in many cases, wky men and
amnals are killed by lightning in the
open fields, There is more Carger
m stting .t an open window, than
when 1te window is closed; as glass
repels hontping,  “Lichtuing or el
ectrizity, * <ay~ Wali in his “JHrurnal
of Heilth,”  has a love, a0 to speak,
for m tals—has an offiniy for t.em,
or s¢ets to, them: hence the oo of
ron, er svel, or othor metals you
have ah vt yoenr person durse a
thes ' v <tora in sumwmer the ey
you are.”?

Lrverroor, England, in 1857 ex~
ported to the value of £55,000,080 ;
tonnage of vessels owned in this port
in the same year was 636,022 tons,—
being 76,882 tons greater than that
of London ; there entered and cleared
9 000,000 tons; of the 212,875 Brnish
emigrants in that year, nearly 156,000
sailed from Liverponl. The docks of
Liverpool extend for seven miles
along the edge of the water, they
cover an area of 400 acres. The sea
along one side of the Mersy, by ship-
ping in the docks is protected from
wind and sterin, 1s one of the geatest
works of ary age; its lengtha is up-
wards of five miles, average thick-
ness eleven fet, and its average
hight from the foundations, forty fect.

SquariNg THE CIrcLE.—~The fol«
lowing, from the New York Observer,
15 one mode of “ squaring the circle,”
a prictieal, if not a theoretical solu-~
iinn «f a problem which has defied the
sacacity of philosophers for wany
ages.
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The condition of this squaring is
that every line, horizontal and verti-
cal shall be a known word.

¢c I R C L E
I ¢ A R U 8§
R A R E S8 T
¢ R E A T E
L U 8 T R E
E S T E E M

Waat 15 Neepep.~The follow-
ing extract from an address on hygi-
ene, delivered by Dr. Hamilton, to
the gradunates of the Buffalo College,
is well worthy of a careful perusal :—

¥ We neec for our dwellings more
ventilation and less heat; we need
more out door exercise, raore sunlight,
more manly, athletic sports; we need
more amusements, more frolie, and
noisy, boisterous mirth. Our infants
need better nourishment than colour-
less mothers caun ever furnish, purer
milk than distilleries can manufac-
ture ; our children need more romp-
ing, and less study. Our old men
more quiet aad earlier relaxatjons
from the labors of life. All men,
both young and old, need less medi-
cine and more gooid counsel. Our
cities need cleansing, paving and
draining. The Asiatic cholera, the
yellow fever, the plague, and many
other fearful epidemics are ealled the
opprobria of our art, and our fellow
citizens upbraid us with the feeble-
ness and inefficiency of our resources
in staying their fatal progress, When
will they.learn that although we do
not fail to cure ihese maladies, the
more precious szcret of prevention is
1 our possession, and has been for
these many years?”

ToMATA AS AN ARTICLE OF FOOD.~—
Professor Bennett, of Edinburgh, has
drawn attention to the value of this
fruit, portly as an article of daily use
upon the table, and particularly as a
means of relieving the loaded liver.
Inthe latter case the tomata becomes
a valuable remedy in some forma of
dyspepsia, and . the professor believes
that before long a chemical product of

the tomata will become a general
substitute for mercurial preparations
in treating such complaints. The
taste for the tomata is an acquired
ono ; but when it is properly served,
the fruit is hizhly relished, either with
animal food or taken alone.

OwiNne Harness LEATHER.—Oils,
when applied to dry Jeather, invariably
injure it, and if to leather containing
too much water, the oil cannot enter.
Wet the harness over night, cover it
with a blanket, and in the morning it
will be damp end supple; then apply
neatsfoot oil in small quantities, and
with so much elbow greese as will in-
sure its disseminating itself through-
out the leather. A soft pliant harness
is easy to handle, and lasts longer
than a negleeted one. Never use
vegetable oils on leather, and among
the aniwal oils, neatstoot is the best.

Porvrarior, Erc.—The popula-
tion of Russia is 65,331,568; that of
the British Empire 161.501,034; and
that of the United States (1850) 23,
363,327. Area of Russia 7,906,397
square miles; the Biitish Lmpire
contains 7,568,821 square miles;
United States 2,963,460.

Tre Terescors.—By Lord Ross’s
telescope  oljects 100 feet high
can be distinctly seen on the moon.
It is just 250 years since Galileo’s
memorable discovery of the telescope
took place. Being at Venice his
house was thronged with visitors to
see the curiosities and wonderful pro-
perties of his instrument.

The tallest chimney in the world is
being evected in (Flasgow, Scotland,
whnch will be 460 feet high.

InTEREST.—To find the interest of
£130 for one month at 6 per cent.
Rule—add to the units figure one fifth
of itself, and call the result pence, the
other figures will express shillings,
thus—£1i3 is 13s.

Whet is the interest of £85 for two .
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nonths—add 1 tothe units fizure and
1t will stand thus,—56—the first igure
is shillings the secund pence, 5s. Gd.
multipled by 2 1s 11s. the interest (.-
quired.

AsSSESSMENT FoR Scuoorn.—The
public mind of the Lower Provinces
15 now bemg directed to this import
subject. The press of New Brunswick
18 taking a noble stand with reference
to this matter. Those we have ob-
gerved, in favour of this view of ad-
vancing education, are, The Courier,
Colonial  Presbyterian, The News,
New Brunswicker, Church Witness,
Globe, Herald, St. Andrews Standard,
Carleton Sentinel, Westmorland
Times, Borderer, in a word, the great
majority of the pressof the Lower
Provinees, is in favour of direct taxa-
tion for Schools. Anuther subject of
no less importance is also being dis-
cussed—namcly; Provincial aid to
Secturian institutivns of education;
several of the leading journals of the
Provinces condemn, in no measwmed
erms, the present system of making
such iarge appropriations in favour of
Sectarian Colleges, &c.

Oxnina.—Sir John Brown says that
China contains a population of more
than 400,000,000 of humen beings;
and that there is between 40 and 50
millions of British capitol 1nvested in
that country. Speaking of the lan-
guage of China he say: —¢The writ-
ten language of Caina was understood
by 500,000,000 of the human race.
The study of this language was the
swndy of a life. In an elementary
school in China it was necessary for a
lad to learn 700 characters before he
could read the easiest book ; and there
wexe 6 or 7,000 which it was neces-

——

sary for him to know 1n order to carry
on a diplomatic correspondence with
the higher authorities.—There were
no less than 70,000 words in the lan-
guage, and the large dictionary con-
sisted of 70 volumes, folio. There
was a great taste for knowledge in
China, because it was the stepping
stune to rank, authority, wealth and
dignity. There was no Chinaraan who
was not a good arithmeticiau, and in
his long intercourse with China, he
never knew a Chinaman who made a
wistake in an accouut. Chiliren, ser-
vants, everybody, presented correct
accounts, uniess disposed to cheat,
aud a mistake ina Chinese account
was scarcely ever discovered. Every-
th'ng was reckoned by decimal sys-
tem, and he was glad of an oppurtuni-
ty of stating Low much the introdac-
tion of that simple principle faciliated
education.

TANNING.-~The Scientific Ameri-
can says, * it is well known that by
keeping the hides and the tanning
substance from coming 1n contact with
the air, the tanning process 18 materi-
ally faciliated. In order to effect this
practically, the only way 1s to earry
on the tanning in vacuo.”

CoxpuLsory EpucaTiow.—In Sax-
ony, Baden, Wirtemberg, Bavaria,
and other St..es of Germany, all chil~
dren are bound to attend School from
six years until fourteen, under pain
and penalties; still the mor4] and in-
tellectual character of that country is
by no means lugh. Such systems of
advancing knowledge only tend to
cramp the mind. Slavery is the pass-
word in infancy; and inuid age the
same.

White Specks in Butter.

In reading the November number
of the Farmer, I see in your request
fox essnys, one which will find a xe.

sﬁonse from the ladies, namely:—
“ What is the cause of, and best re~
medy for, white specks in butter "
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In answer, T will give my opinion,
from an experience for many years in
butter-making. I have founu when-
ever a ourrent of air has come directly
upon the milk, that the cream would
hecome hardened in small specks on
the surface, which the process of
churning would not break, and they
would become incorporated in the
butter. In windy weather, these
particles are the most quickly forued.

My remedy for this defect, is not to
allow a draught of air direct upon the
milg nor 1o allow the milk to stund so
long that the action of the atmosphere
will harden the crears; but to skim
it as soun as sour, and, if possible,
before the milk thickens. A table-
spoonful of salt is thrown into a jar,—
which is kept in a cuol place—into
which the cream is put, and briskly
stirred, whencver cream is put in,
with a stick kpt in the jar for that
vge, till enfficient iz occumnulated for
churning. The cream is put into the
churn, after it has been well soaked
in warm or cold water, as the weather

admits; adding to the cream 2 quart
or two of new or sweet milk, which,
in ¢.ld weather, is heated sufficiently
to warm the cream. This obviates
the necessity of standing the churn in
a warm corner until the cream is atn
proper temperature for churning and
the addition of the milk thins the
cream, so that when the butter forms
it will be perfectly clear. Sometimes
when the buttermilk begins to separ-
ate, water 1s thrown in, a littleat a
titne, but never when sufficient sweet
milk has been added before charning.
The churning is always done in a
short time. Butter that is put down
for market, should have as little water
used about it as possible.

When I observe thzse rules, I al«
ways have solid, golden-colored but-
ter, free from white specks, which,
when properly- packed, with all the
buttermilk worked out, will keep
sweet o long as you may desire, and
be fit for the daintiest palate.—~Com.
Genesee Farmer.

Notics to

THE IN~TRUCTOR.—Having at much
personal inconvenience and expense, en-
larged this Magazine, and otherwise
varied its contents; rendering it more
generally useful to the educationist, ag-
riculturist, and general reader, without
adding to its cost to subscribers.,

We hope those who ar in arrearsin
payment will sec the necessity of making
carly remittances. The yearly subscrip-
tion is merely nominal, and should be
paid in accordance with our terms. Name-
ly, IN ADVANCE

Errata in February Nwmber.

Page 29, second column—for “gocd
moral”’ read good novel. In line 19,
for * remarks” read works. Page 30,
second cojumn, last of page, for * un-

willingness” read willingness. Page
33, for “* Prinee Edward Island School
Loan,” read Prince Edward Island
School Law, :
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FEMALE SEMINARY.
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PRINCIPALS,
tirs, G, B, BATCHFORD and Miss YATES,

TERMS:

Boarp AND WasHine (white deesses excepted), wita instraction in Reading, Writ-

ing, Arithmetie, Use of the Glabes, Auncient and Madern Geography, Ancient and

Modern History, Grammar, and Rhbetoris, Natural aud Mental Philosophy, As-
tronomy, Botony and Bnglish Composition—£30 per Academical Year.

BRIXTRA CRARBES,
MUSIC.

Piano or Spanizh Quitar,s...Thr.e Lessons per week, £2 per quarter, or Lalf term.
Singing, ceveesiavcsccccecceFive Lessons per Week, lUs. ¢ “

DRAWIN G-
Peneil or Crayon,.eeeecesese Five Liensvus per week, £1 per qaarter, or half term.
ColoredCrayon, .eeeee ceeeses Iive Leasons per week, £1 10s. ¢ «

~r~r~ -

Watel‘(gggisféln?g)m\'ing %...'l‘hree Lessons per week, £1 10s. ¢ “
. FRENCEH.
Five Lessons per weekeoeaeoee £1 1Us. per quarter, or half term.
ITATLIAN.

Three Lessons per weekyeee.00- £1 10s. per quarter, or half term.

Tustruction i, alwo given in the following branches, viz—Oriental Painting, Wax
'[{"l'm\fys, Feather Flowers, Faney Wool Wusk, Cuenille I'lowers, Ornumental Mair

ork, Xc.

Bills payahle quarterly in advance.

Tnere are two ferms per year. The Winter Termu commences 5th Janaary, and
cnds 31st May. The Summer Term begins Ist August and ends 24th December.
T'he intermediate Quarters or Half Terms commence 13th October aud 2Jth March.
Purils will also be received at any time, and charged only irem date of entrance.

The French Department is under (e care of Madame Eugenie Jeanpert, recently
from Paris, who teaches on the Ollendorff system, and al.o gives lessons in Music.
Daily conversation in French is insisted on.

Tive ther ladies are amployed in the English Departiaent, Music, Drawing, Print-
uw, ltalian, Botuny, &e.

N mins will be spared to premotc the hiealth of the Boarders by proper exercise
and those young ladies whose puarcnts wish them to ride, are allowed the use of a
quiet saddle horse.

Bach young lady is reguirod to bring With her ore pair of sheets, one pzir of pil~
low slips, six towels, and four table nankins, marked with her aame; andpapils ro-
maining in the Seminary during the vacations, will be charged Ywelve Shillings and
six pence pec week for Board and Washing.

There are six Pianos in the Establishment, and Pupils boarding in the vicinity
will be charged Five Shillings per Quarter for the use of an instrument to practice.

Any Bpoks or Stationery wkich may be required, can be supplied by Mr. Ratch-

oard, at Hxalifax prices.

The Seminary is situated within a few minutes walk of four different places of
vublic worship, and near to the Telegraph Stativn and Post Office.

Thrplc months notice required, under ordinary circuwstances, before the removal of

pupil.

}Axuzas'r, 1860. C. B. RATCHFORD.

REFERENCES.—The Lord Bishop of Nova Scotia, the Hon. Judge Stewart, C.
B., Thomas A. S. DeWolfe, Esq., Halifax ; Rev George Townseng. A. M., Rev.
Alexander Clark, D. D., Amherst ; Rev. Charles_Tupper, D. D., Aylesford; Rev,
Charles Elliott, A. B., A. P. Ross, Esﬁ., Pictou ; Harry King, Es%;, i) C. L., Wingd~
gor; Rev. John Frances; Rev. E. B. Demill, A. M., John McGrath, Esq., St. John

Hon. John R, Partclow, Fredericton.




