
Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best
original copy availabie for filming. Features of this
copy which may be bibliographically unique,
which may alter any of the images in the
reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

L'institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire
qu'il lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails
de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-être uniques du
poir de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la méthode normale de filmage
sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Cover- restored and/or laminated/
Couv, ture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou roire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrationi/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/
La reliure serrée peut causer de l'ombre ou de la
distortion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from filming/
Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont
pas été filmées.

-' Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de l'impression

Includes supplemientary me:erial/
Comprend du matérie: supplémentaire

Only edition available/
Seule édition disponible

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata
slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to
ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement
obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,
etc., ont été filmées à nouveau de façon à
obtenir la meiileure image possibie.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.
lox 14X 18X 22X 30X

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



BRITISH COLUMBIA.

RETURN to.an Address of the Honourable The louse of Commons,
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"COPY or EXTRACTS of CORRESPONDENCE between Governor Kennedy of

Vaneouver Island, Governor Seymour of British Columbia, and the

Colonial Office, on the subject of a SITE for the CAPITAL of Britisk

Columbiza.'

Colonial OfEce,
27 July 1868. J C. B. ADDERLEY.
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COPY or EXTRACTS of CORRESPONDENCE between Governoz Kennedy of
Vancouver Island, Governor Seymour of British Columbia, and the
Colonial Office, on the subject of a SITE for the CAPITAL of British
Columbia.

Despatches from the Goverr..

-- No. 1. -

ExTnACT of a DESPATCH from Governor Seymour to His Grace the Duke of
Buckingham and Chandos, dated New Westminster, 1lth March 1867. No. 41.

"I HAvE the honour to forward the address and reply with whicli the present
Legislative Session was opened,"

No. 1.

Governor Seymour
to the Duke of
Buckingham and
Chandos.

il March 1867.

Enclosure 1, in No. 1.
Encl. 1, in No. b.

EXTRACT of SPEEcH of the GovERtNoR.

I SHALL address you by message on the !uibject of education and a few other topies of
importance during the course of the session. One of these vill probably be as to the cause
of the selection made for the seat of Governiuet of the United Colony. Up to within a
few hours of meeting you, I had not the intention of touching upon it; but I am informed
that the question creates an amount of interest which I cannot comprehend, but which
appears to me u sign of great local depression. I shall address you on the subject by
message.

Enclosure 2, in No. 1.

EXTRACT of Reply of the Legislative Council.

WE shall look forward with anxietv to the messages which your Excellency has been
pleased to promise us upon the iiportunL subjects of educdoLn ad the seat of Govern-
ment.

No. 2. -

EXTRACT of DESPATCH frora Governor Seymour to His Grace the Duke of
Buchingham and Chandos, dated New Westminster, 10th April 1867. No. 61.

"I HAVE the honour to report that I closed the first session of the Legisla-
ture of the United Colony on the 2nd instant. I enclose copy of my speech."

En cl. 2, in No. 1.

No. 2.
Governor Seymour
to the Duke of
Buckingham end
Chandos.

10 April 1868.
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO A SITE

Enel. in No. 2.
Enclosure in No. 2.

EXTnACT of GoVERNoR's SPEECI.

IF, in spiLe of your resolution in favour of Victoria, I still hesitate on rernoving my abode
and the seat of the Legislature frown the spot established by law, you will understand that I
consider the public faith and honour engaged on the one side, and possible expediency on
the other. If, as some persons assert, the present uncertainty be found to be more detri-
mental to the public interests than any decision vhich may be arrived at, I shall comue to
that decision, and make public the recommendation I may lay before the Secretary of State.
L, however, look corfidently forward to the time when the centre of population will be found
on the eastern side of the Cascade Range.

- No.3. -
No. 3.

Governor Seymour EXTRACT of DESPATCH from Governor Seynzour to His Grace the Duke of

Buckinga and Buckinghan and Chandos, dated Victoria, 13th July 1867. No. 87.
Chandos.

" I wisrî the question of the seat of Government to be set at rest, and if
your Grace can see your way to establish it at Victoria without injustice to
those who have purchased land at New Westminster on the faith of the
proclamations I enclose, I shall not offer one word of remonstrance. Either
town will suit me equally well as a place of residence, and in the present
fmncial condition of the Colony, I shall be very glad to have but one house to
keep up. Victoria has made the most progress; consequently, perhaps, under
existing depression, it would be vell to concentrate our waning resources upon
the spot where the greatest outlay has been made. I will not allow that Victoria
possesses any natural advantages over New Westminster, but it is older and
more developed as a town."

I enclose the message I addrcssed to the Legislative Council on the subject.
The liast paragraph simply means that I will not be controlled in my policy by
meetings held in the Victoria Theatre.

Enclosure 1, in No. 3.

Encl. 1, in No.a. BiITI SH COLUMBIA.

PRoCLAMATION

By His Excellency James Douglas, Companion of the Most Hinourable Order of the
Bath, Governor and Commander in Chief of British Columbia.

WHEREAS it is expedient to publish, for general information, the method to be pursued
with respect to the alienation and possession of agricultural lands, and of lands proposed for
the sites of towns in British Columbia, and vith reference also to the places for levying
shipping and custons duties, and for establishing a capital and port of entry in the said
Colony;

Now therefore, I, James Douglas, Governor of the said Colony, do proclaim and declare
as follows, viz.:

1. All the lands in British Columbia, and all the mines and minerals therein, belong to
the Crown in fee.

2. The price of lands, not heing intended for the sites of towns, and not being reputed
to be mineral lands, shall be 10 s. per acre, payable one-half in cash at the time of the sale,
and the other half at the end of two years froin such sale. Provided that under special
circumstances some other price, of- some other terms of payment nay fromt time to time
be specially announced for particular localities.

3. It

13 July 1s87.
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FOR THE CAPITAL OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 5

3. It slill also be competent to the executive at anv time to reserve such portions
of the unoccupied Crovn lands, and for such purposes as the executive shal deen
advisable.

4. Except as aforesa id, all the ]and in British Columbia will be exposed in lots for sale,
by public competition at the upýset price above mentioned, as soon as the same shall have
been surveyed and made ready for sale. Due notice will be given of ail such sales.
Notice at nie sane time will be given of the upset price and terns of payient when they
vary from those above stated, and also of the rights reserved (if any) for public con-
venence.

5. All lands which shall remain unsold ut any such auction may be sold by private
contract at the upset price, and on the terms and conditions lierein mentioned, on applica-
tion to the Chiief Commissioner of Lands and Works.

6. Unless otherwise specially notified at the time of sale, ail suich sales of Crown land
shall be subject to such public rights of way as may at any time after such sale, aind to
such private rights of way, and of leading or using water for animais, and for ning
and engincering purposes as may at the tinie of such sale be specified by the Chief Com.-
missioner of Lands and Works.

7. Uniess otherwise specially announced at the time of sale, the conveyance of the land
shall include ail trees and al[ mines and minerais within and under the saine, except mines
of gold and silver.

8. When any " Ditch Privilege" shall be granted, there shall be included (unless
excluded by express vords) the right to lop, dress, or fell any trees standing on unoccupied
Crown lands which, in the opinion of the proprietors of the ditch, might by their accidental
fr11 or otherwise, endanger the safety of the ditch or any part thereof.

GOLD CLAIMS.

9. Until furtber notice, gold claims and mines shall continue to be worked, subject to
the existing regulations.

CAPITAL op BRITISH CoLUMBIA.

10. It is intended with ail dispatch Io lay out and settle the site of a city to be the
capital of British Columbia, on the right or north bank of Fraser River.

11. Plans of the city are intended to be prepared and publishcd in the month of
March next. Three-fourths of the whle number of lots, excluding the public reserves,
will be submitted in lots to public competition, by auction, in the month of April. One-
fourth of the wliole nuiber of lots, excluding the public reserves, will be reserved in
blocks for purchasers in the United Kingdom, lier Majesty's Colonies in North America,
and elsewhere. All of such last-mentioned lots which may not be disposed of in the
United Kingdom, or Her Mýlajesty's Colonies, other than British Columbia, will be
submitted to public competition in this Çolony, of which due notice will be given.

12. As the Government is desirous of concentrating the commercial interest of the
Colony in and around the capital, purchasers of town lots in the said proposed capital
wvho may be owners of town lots in Langley, under the late sale on the 25th November
last,on wuhich the whole amount of purchase-moiney has been paid to the Government, vill
if so disposed, be allowed to surrender the lots in Langley se purchased, and to have the
price so paid to the Government allowed them as payment in full for a lot or lots pur-
chased by them in the said proposed capital of an equal or less price in the aggregate,
and as paynalt il part for lots in the said prepsed capital of a greater price in the
aggregate. Every such suriender must be executed and delivered in writing, addressed
to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works in British Columbia, at Victoria, Van-
couver Island, one week at least, previous to the day appointed for the intended sale.

13. The proposed capital will be declared te be a port of entry so soon as the necessary
arrangements shall have been provided, which will be done with all convenient dispatch.
Custon House officers will then be stationed there, and vessels vill be able to proceed
direct to Fraser River without touching at Victoria, or may clear at Victoria, at their
option.

14. The whole of the river frontage will be laid out in a. continuous road, the edge of
which it is contemplated ultimately to couvert into a public quay. No quay will, how-
ever, be at present constructed at the public expense, nor will the absolute property of the
soilalong the edge of the water be now alienated by the Crown. But the right to make
and maîntain quays of convenient sizes, and to demand certain tolls und rates for the use
thereof, will be granted to private individuals for the space of seven years; such rights
will be disposed of at public auction at or imiuediately after the sale of town lots, to the

483. A 3 bidder



CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO A SITE

bidder of the hi hest annual rent. No restrictions will be placed on the lessee as to the
form or nature of the quays, exc-pt such as shall be necessary to protect the public safety
and convenience.

Issued under the public seal of the Colonv of Britisha Columbia at Victoria,
Vncouve-r Isiand, this fouteenth day of February, one thousand eightlhuudred
and fifty-niie, in the twenty-svcond year of Her Mljesty's reign, by me,

James Doug. (L. s.)
By his Excellency's command,

William A. G, Young, Acting Colonial Secretary.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.

Enclosure 2, in No. 3.

Enel. 2, in No. 3. B R I TIS C O L U IM B I A.

PROCLAMATION

By lis Excellency James Doiqlas, Compani n of the most Ionourable Order of the
Bath, Governor and Commander in Chief of British Columbia, Vice Admiral of the
sanie, &c.

WiiEREAs Her Majestv the Queen las been graciously pleased to decide that the capital
of British Columbia shal be styled tl. City of New Westminster;

New therefore, 1, James Douglas, do hereby declare and proclaim that the town hereto-
fore called and known as Queensborough, and sometimes as Queenborou gh, in the Colony
of British Colnubia, shall from hencelorth be called and known as \ew Westminster, aid
shall be so described in all legal processes and official documents.

Isue-d unde r the public seal of the said Colony at Victoria, Vancouver Island,
tis twentieth day of Julv, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, in the
twenty-third year of ler 9lajesty's reign.

(signed) James Douglas.
By commard of his Excellency,

William A. G. Young, Acting Colonial Secretary.

GOD SAVE THE QUKEV'N.

Enclosure 3, in No. 3.

Enol. 3, in No. 3. (No. 37.)
M E S S AG E.

Frederick Seymour.
THE Governor lavs before the Legislative Council, for their information, certain petitions

addressed to him, requesting that Victoria may be made, according to some of these papers,
the capital, according to others, the seat of Goverrment of the Unitetd Colony.

It is in no cavilliner spirit that he points out that those first ailuded to, appear to have
been signed under a false impression. There is no intention of erecting public offices in New
Westminster during the present condition of the colonial finances. The Government officers
do not complain of the accommodation afforded to them; and if economy be alone con-
sidered, the retention of the seat of Government or. the batiks of the Fraser is to be
preferred, inasmuch as a considerable outlay would be required to make the Government
House at Victoria permanently habitable.

It is a matter of sincere regret to the Governor, that this vast and thinly-peopled territory
shonld, in the early stage of its political existence, have been divided into iwo separate
Colonies, and that two necessarily rival towns should have been founded in comparatively
close proximity. His labours vould now be lighter, and the Colony more prosperous, had
the spare resources of the inhabitants been concentrated in the erection of one town of
magnitude, of sufflcient importance and attraction to retain during the winter the groater
part of the unattached population of the Colony. le would not care if the site for the
capital had been fixed where Victoria now stands, or on the Bay of Esquimalt, or at New
Westminster. Nor could lie, if the iatter had been clearly understood by al], have objected
to one scale of taxation being fixed, favourable to commerce, upon those who elected to

hive



FOR THE CAPITAL OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 7

live in the chier town, or within a certain radius of it, and another upon those who took to
other occupations in outlying districts. But it is not in order to express regret over the
past, that the Governor now cominents ou the petitions lie forwards.

New Westminster was, by proclamation, having the force of law, created the " Capitai"
of British Columbia. Her Majesty was invited to name the youtig city, and bestowed on
it the designation it now bears. Though styled cipital, it would not appear to have been
the seat of Government, and the affairs of the nainland were directed from the chief
town of the neighbouring insular Colony. Dissatisfaction, whether general or local
the Governor is not in a position to say, ensued, and Her Majesty was advised to
separate the Administration of the Government of British Columbia from that of Van-
couver Island.

On bis acceptance of office in this Colony, the presenit Governor was instructed to use all
means in his power to bring about an entire union of the two Colonies, which the Secretary
of' State had reluctantly advised the Queen to disconneet. His Grace stated that it was the
intention of the Government, that New Westminster should be the seat of Goverrinient of
the Colony, if a fusion could be obtained, alihough lha believed that Victoria would always
retain commercial supreniacy. The Legislature of the Mainland was accordingly called
upon to provide a house, suitably furnished, for the residence of the Go,!ernor, while no such
provision was requi.ed from Vancouver Island.

On his arrival in the Colony, the Governor found the surn of 10,000l. voted for the erec-
tion of public buildings in New Westminster, but with the cheerfu! concurrence of the public
officets interested, he declined to lay out the money in that manner, choosing rather, in the
ga:eral interest, to devote it to the lowering, by improvements in conmmunuication, the price
of comnicditics in the gld districts.

The desire for union the Governor locked for, grew and matured in a section of
the present Colony, until the Impeiial Legislature considered the time had arrived for
carryiig into eff'ct a policy her Maj'esty's Government had steadily kept in view.
Then Brith interests on the shores of the North Pacific were conolidated by Act of Par-
liament.

The Governor understands that, during tie p;assage of the Act, it was stated in both
Houses of Parliament, that New Westmins.ter should be the seat of the general Govern-
nient. An influential member of the Government inforned him a lew davs before his
departure from England-" I do not think it uecessary that the Secretary of Slaie should
give vou instructions as to the seat of Government. It is uniderstood that NewWestminister
should be the capital, and that you should visit Victoria when you thinlk necessary. But
if you wish for definite orders, you will do best to ask for then in a formal letter to the

ecretary of Siate." The Governor has no doubt that such an application would have
îýsulted in a Royal decision in favour of New Westminster, and he may state that it was
on ois intercession alone that the order to sell the Goverrînent House at Victoria was
witheld.

1He is of opinion that the question us to the future seat of Go-verrnment and of the assem-
bling of the Legislature had better, ultimateiy, be decided on local recommeudation. He
would, however, not desire that the interests of New Westminster should be prejudiced by
bis regard for the general interests of the Colony having been c.uiperior to that lie felt for the
confort of himself and public officers. Nor, on the other hand, would lie wish any undue
consideration to be given in favour of Victoria, on account ofa large outlay having been
inade on a gyovernor's residence, at a time when Vancouver Island could but ill afford it.
D-e would take no advantage of the fact of orie section of the Colonv having asked for un-
conditional union, while the other stood aloof,nor would lie maintain that any Proclamation,
though hîaving the force of law, may not be repealed when the comnunity reaches a more
advanced state of population and mode of government, but, for the present, lie will leave
matters as they are. He will watch, without preference or prejudice, over the general
interests of the Colony as they may develope theniselves in the uncertain future, and will be
prepared to act upon lis own judgmaent in the advice, if any, which lie may; lay before Her
Majesty's Ministers.

He trusts that no immediate action may be urged upon himi. He feels deeply the injury
the Colony bas sustained from political agitation, and now.states plainly that should he
find it necessary to set thie preset questiLn at rest, le will humblv recommend to the
Queen that he and his successors in oifice be commanded to reside permanently in the
present capital of the'Coloniy.

Government House, 27 March 1867.
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No. 4. (No. 16 1)
Gora'rnor Seymour Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Segmour to His Grace the Duke of
to the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos.Buckingham and
Chandos.

1 Do . 1867. My Lord Duke, New Westminster, 10 December 1867.
1 HAVE nad the honour to reccive your Grace's Despatch, No. 49, of the 17th

August, respec ting certain resolutions passed by the Legislative Council in favour
of the seat of Government of the Colony being establislied at Victoria. The
schedule of Despatches receved by your Grace from me, which came by the

* Page 4. sane mail, shows me that my communication, No. 87,* of the 1 3th July, on this
subjeet is already before you.

2. The question is onc really of very great difficulty in the present depressed
condition of the Cohoiv. Were either Victoria or New- Westminster prosperous,
it would matter but little where the Governor had his abofle, and where the
Legislative Council met.

3. New Westminster was proclaimed the capital of British Columbia. Van-
couver Ishnd prayed and agitated for admission on any terms into an union
with the mailand Colony. Hence it would seem but natural that New
Westminster should be the capital of the united Colony. Victoria, however,
previous to the separation of the Colonies, was virtually the capital of' both, and,
as I have clearly stated in my Despatch above referred to, had concentrated many
powerful influences.

4. If I may be permitted to set aside the consideration of Sir James Douglas's
proclamation, aud the apparent deviation from good faith towards the pur-
chasers of towti lots in New' Westminster, I would state the case as follows -

5. Victoria has the largest population, the richest shopkeepers, the largest
Church endowrnents, the greatest trade, and is singularly favoured by the iead-
gnarters of the Pacific squadron being placed in the neighbouring harbour of
Esquimalt. It is also unquestionably the most convenieut place for communicating,
if desirable, with the United States' authorities at San Francisco or Alaska.
It has certain public offices of good appearance, but I ami informed by Major
General Moodv, R.E., of the most unsatisfactory construction. Victoria possesses
additionallv a Government House of some pretensions, built ut a cost of about
9,ooo I., at the time when the Colony could not meet its indebtedness. This
house is large and unfurnished, but being situated amongst rocks, so disposed as
to keep off the sun, and not the cold breezes of the Straits, it is singularly
unattractive. Tie walls have no paper to hide the cracks whieh the seulement
of the olderportions of the buildinus hàre entailed upon them. There is no
water on the giounds in summer; all for consumption has to be purchased.

6. New Westminster has, on the other band, the disadvantage of being more
out of the way of foreign callers, and being less connected with Her Majesty's
Navy. It is away from the head-quarters of the Hudson's Bay Company's
establishments, and from the abodes of the principal merchants oï the Colony.
It is but a small place as compared with Victoria. Its publie offices are inferior;
and if there be, as scems to be supposed in Victoria, a necessary connection
between trade and Government New Westminster must yield the palm to the
older city. Here, however, t7 e Government House is a cottage, without
pretention, on the banks of the raser. It is a modest Englisi house, nicely
furnished, in a lovely situatio , and abundantly supplied with water. I can
bardly imagine a Governor of is own free will leaving it for the more ambitious
building at Victoria, which frjils to supply one of the necessaries of comfort
after an outlay of three times as much as the house from which I now write
has cost.

7. It is held in certain petitions which have been presented to your Grace,
and to which I shall refer in a separate Despatch, that the seat of Government
should be where the population is most concentrated; yet such is not the opinion
in the neighbouring states. Washington has not the trade or bustle of New
York; Sacraiento is insignificant as a settlement compared with San Francisco..

I might
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I might go the round of the states by name, and show that the deliberative and
executive governnent are removed fvom the great bustling and excitable centres
of population. Our, to us here, eastern Colonies seem to have followed the
sane principle; Ottawa has not the trade of Quebec or Montreal, Frederickton
that of St. John's.

8. As regards the political question connected with the seat of Government
for British Columbia, I would observe, that I never saw a community more
politically excitable and tempest-torn than that of Victoria. Your Grace's pre-
decessors will have had but too great knowledge of the mode in vhich matters
were conducted under the latie legiflative constitution of Vancouver Island.
Under that at present existing people are quieter, but I do not think that the
Couneil would be as niuch able to do their duty to the comumunity at large when
sitting in the feverish political atmosphere of Victoria, as if deliberating in the
less t:oubled town of New Westminster.

9. If, however, we consider the question merely as how to please imme-
diately the greater number of persons, the selection of Victoria as a capital
would be most advisable.

10. I had written thus far when I received your Grace's Despatch, No. 67,*
of the 1st October ; the matter to which it refers shall have my most careful
consideration, and I shall reply to it by the next opportunity.

I have, &c.
(signed) Frederich Seymour.

- No. 5. -

(No. 164.)

Copr of a DESPATCH from Governor Seymour to His Grace the Duke of
Buckinghtam and Chandos.

My Lord Duke, New Westminster, 24 December 1867.
I HAVE the honour to forward the following documents:

† A memorial from the president and minembers of the municipal council of
New Westminster, addressed to your Grace, praying that this city may be
declared formally the capital of the united Colony of British Columbia.

Certain resolutions passed at a public meeting in Victoria, representing that
that city iad better be selected as the seat of government.

2. This latter is the complement of the papers which were forwarded to me in
your Grace's Despatch, No. 67,1 of the 1st October. These papers fairly repre.
sent the two communities.

I have, &c.
(signed) Frederick Seymour.

No. 5.
Governor Seymour
ta the Duke of
Buckingham and
Chandos.

24 Dec. 1867.

+ The Enclosures
not printed.

: Page 13.

- No. 6. --

(No. 31.)

Cory of a DÉSPATCH from Governor Seynour to his Grace the Duke of
Buckcingham and Chandos.

My Lord Duke, New Westminster, 29 April 1868.
IN obedience to the instructions conveyed in your Grace's Despatch, No. 67,§

of the 1st of October 1867, I have fixed upon a capital fdr the united Colouy.
The Message which I enclose will show that I have selected Victoria.

2. There is one cireumstance in the affair which I trust you will pardonand
that is my Iaving ventured to lay your Grace's Despatch before the Coundil.

483. B The

No. 6.
Govermor Seymouer
to the fuke of.
B3uckingham andi
Chandos.

29 Aoril 18à.

i Page 13.
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The feeling existin- in hoti New Westminster and Victoria is so strong on the
subject of the seat of Governrnent, that I felt it necessary when acting in the
inatter to invo;ke the assistance of a stronger power than my oun in order to
pirevent disturbance.

3. I forwarded your Grace's Despatch in the Message I enclose. I received the
following reply. I conmmenced my Despateli with the fnal conclusion.

4. I sincerely trust I have acted for the best. I well know I have secured
but present tranquillity.

5. In my own heart, I must allow, there was a feeling in favour of the nanly,
respectable, loyal, and enterprising conmunity established ou the banks of the
Fiaser.

I have, &c.
(signed) Frcderick Seymour.

EneL 1, in No. . Enclosure 1, i No. o.

MEBsAGE~ No. 1.

Frederick Seymour.

• Vide rage 13. TH E Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Despath,* witîh Enclosures, from ler
Majesty's Secretary of State, directing him to come to a decision as to the selection of a
seat of Government for the united Colony of British Columbia. He adds a copy of his
reply.

The Governor would feel greatly obliged by the Honourable Council assisting him
with their advice on the subject. He wishes it to be clearly understood that
lonourable Mewbers holding official positions are requested freely to prorounce their

opinion.

Goernmcnt Hlouse, 30 March 1868.

Enci. 2, in No. 6. Enclosure 2, in No. 6.

PunsiANT to the Order of the day, the consideration of his Excellency the Governor's
Message No. i was taken up.

The Hou. Mr. Walkem moved, the lon. Mr. Stamp seconding:
" That this Council baving been requested by bis Excellency the Governor to assist him

with their advice in coming to a decision as to the selection of a seat of Government for the
United Colony of British Colunbia, is ofopinion, after careful consideration of his Excel
lency's Message and its Enclosures on the subject, that Victoria is the place most suitable
for the seat of Govemment of the United Colony."

Moved in amendment by the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Hon. Mr. Barnard seconding:
" Whereas, it is highly probable that this Colony will very shortly fori a part of the new

Dominion of Canada;
"eAnd whereas, under Confederation, the seat of Governient will naturAly gravitate

towards the centre of population on the mainland;
"And whereas, a considerable expenditure of revenue would be involved in the removal of

the seat of Government to Victoria;
"' A ud whereas, a reaction has already set in on fle mainland against the removal of the

seat of Government to Victoria;
"And vhereas,it is probable that, were the seat of Governnent now rernoved toVictoria,

the people on the nainland would be found, in less than 2 months, petitioning for its
restoration co the nýainland;

" And whereas, the frequent remnoval of the seat of Gonvernment involves great expense and
incouvenience, and exerts a most injurious influence upon the public mind, by keepingup
a continual agitation upon the subject, and destroying confidence;

" And ivhereas, the constitution of this Council is not of that representative character
which should entitle it to deal with such a question as the removal of the seat of Govern-
ment, where it lias been èstablished by law;

"And whereas, there is every reason to believe that a dissolution of this Council and a
direct appeal to the couatry would demonstrate that a large majority of the bond ,/ide
coloists are averse to the removal of the scat of Government to Victoria;

" And
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FDR THE CAPITAL OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

" And whereas, the renoval of the seat of Governnent from vhere it is at present
established would inflict serious injury upon au imporait coimunity of Biitish subjects,
vithout securing any compensating advantages to the Colony at large;

Be it therefore Resolved
That this Council is uf opinion that it would be inexpedient to remove the seat of Govern-

ment, at least until the Colony shall possess such full powees of self-government as will
render its Legislature competent to deal with the question, and such fixity of population
and permanent interests as may indicate, with some degree of c1earness, a site vhich would
prove to be permanently suitable."

Whereupon a debate arose.

On the amendment beintg put, the Council divided:

Ayes 5. Noes 14.
Messrs. Crease, Messrs. Smith,

Hanlev, Spaldinu,
Baard,Ker,
Robson, Elwyn,
Ball. Wood,

Walkem,'4
Macdonald,
Helmeken, -
De Cosmos,
Stamp,
Pemberton,-

O'Reilly,
Trutch.

The names having been taken down by the clerk, pursuant to request.
So the amendaient was lost
The Hion. Mr. Robson rose to speak to a question of privilege.
The Hon. the Presiding Mvlember ruled that it could not be brought before the Council

until after the question now before it was disposed of.

On the original question being put, the Council again divided:

Ayes 14.
Messrs. Smith,

Spalding,
Ker,
Elwyn,
Wood,
Walkem,
Macdonald,
Helmcken,
De Cosmos,
Stamp,
Pemberton,
Cox,
O'Reilly,
Trutch.

Noes 5.
Messrs& Crease,

Hamley,
Barnard,
Robson,
Bal.

The names having been taken down by the Clerk, pursuant to request,

So it was carried in the affirmative, and resolved accordingly.

Enclosure 3, in No. 6.

MESSAGa No. 16.

Frederick Seymour.

TE Governor has received the Resolution of the Legislative Couneil, of the 2nd of April,
expressing the opinion that Victoria is the place most suitable for the capital of the united
Colony. Her Majesty's Government vould seem to lean to the samte opinion. Under
these circumstances, the Governor vill cause to be proclaimed, ca,the Queen's birthday,
the selection of the capital within the town which bears Her Royal ime.

Government House> 28 April 1868.

483.
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO A SITE

- No. 7. -

NO (No. 51.)
Governer Seymour COPY of a DESPATCIH from Governor Seymnour to Ilis Grace the
to the Duke of Duke of Buckingham and Chandos.
Buckingham and
Chandos. My Lord Duke, Victoria, 28 May 1868.

28 -may 1868, I flavE the honour to forward copy of the Proclamation by which I declared
Victoria to be the capital of the iiiiited Colony.

2. So thoroughly has the question of the relative merits of the two principal
towns for the seat of Government been canvassed, that I do not think i neces-
sary that I should prolong the present Despatch.

I have, &c.
(signed) Fredcrick Seynour.

Enclosure in No. 7.

Enol. in No. 7. GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXT.RAORDINAýRY.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

(L. s.) Frederick Seynour.

PRUOCLAMidATIONÇ

B3y Ris Excellency Frederick Seynour, Esg., Governor and Commainder in Chief iM and
over tle Colonv of British Colunbia and its Dependenes, Vice Adiial and Ordina y
of the saie, &c., &c.

HVnEREAs, under antd bv virtue of a Proclaimation, mnade and issued on le 14th day of
February 1859, the site of the present city of New Westminster vas laid out as th Capital
of the Colony of British Columbia as then defined and existing.

And whereas, under and by virtue of an Act of Parhlament, miade and passed il: the 29th
and 30th yeais of the relgn of Her Majesty Quein Victoria, intitulud " The British
Columbia Act, 1866," and the Proclamation thereof made by the Governor of British
Columbia, upon the 19th day of November 1866, the forrncly separate Colony of
Vancouver Island and its dependencies was united with the formerly separate Colony
of British Columbia and its dependencies, under the ncame of the Colony of British
Columbia:

And whereas it is expedient to declare the capital and seat of Governuient of the
said united Colony:

Now know ye, and I do hereby proclaim and declare as follows:-
From and after the date lereof, and until otherwise appointed by Her said MiJajestv

Queen Victoria, ler heirs and successors, the City of Victoia, in the Colony of
Britishu Columbia, shall be and Le deemed for all purposes whatsoever the capitai and
seat of Government of the united Colony of British Columbia.

Given under my hand and the public seal of the Colony of British
Columbia, at Government House, Victoria, in the said Colony, this 25th day
of May, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eiglt,
and in the 31st year of Her Majesty's reign.

By Command,
(signed) W illian A. G. Young.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.
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Despatches fron the Secretary of State.

(No. 49.)

Cory of a DESPATCH fron lis Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos
to Governor seynour.

Sir, Downiing-street, 17 August 1807.
I HAVE had brought under my notice the resolutions apparently passed by

the Legislative Council of British Columbia in March last, but respecting which
I have not received any report from you, for placing the seat of Governinent at
Vancouvers Island, but I have inforned the gentlemen from wlhom 1 received
them, that I must decline adopting any conclusion on the subject until the arrival
of your report, which I conclude that I shall shortly receive.

No. 1.
The Duke of
Buckingham and
Chandos to Go-
vernor Seymour.

17 August 1867,

I have, &c.
(signed ) Buckinghan and Chandos.

(No. 67.)
- 2. -

Cory or a DESPATCH from His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos
to GJOVerno1 Sleymu.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 October 1867.
I nAvz to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 87*, of the 13th of July last, from

which I learn that you are not yet prepared to recommend the adoption either of
Victoria or of New Westmiuster as the capital of British Columbia.

I leave the determination of this question still in your bauds, merely desiring
that it niay not bc long delayed.

I take the opportunity of forw arding to you various documentsf which may
affect your judgment, but which I have not hitherto sent to you, because I was
expecting from you a de!inite recommendation on the subject to which they
related.

As the second paragraph of your Despatch contains something like an appeal
to me for an expreion of opinion, I think it requisite to say that the establish-
ment of New Westminster as the capital of British Coluinbia did not, in my
opinion, involve any pledge on the part of the Governmient that the site of that
capital shall never be noved. It is, of eourse always undesirable to disappoint
natural expectations, and much cousideration may be due to those who are so dis-
appointed. But every laud purchaser in New Westminster or any other localitv,
must be considered, to buy his land, subject to the possible changes which the
varying political or commercial interests of the whole community mnay froM time
to time render necessary.

I will add that, although I do not prscribe to you the choice of one or the
other capital, you Vil[ be at liberty, in case you should decide in favour of
Victoria, to quote the authority of the Home Government in support of that
course.

I have, &c.
(signed) Buckingham and Chandos.

No. 2.
The Duke of
Buckingham and
Chandos to Go-
vernor Seymour.

1 October 1867.
e Page 4.

† Not printed.
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No. 3.
The Duke of
Buckinham and
Chandos to Go-
vernor Seymour.

9 July 1868.
Page 9.

t Page 12.

14 CCRRESPONI1)NCE:- CAPITAL OF .BRITISHi COLUMBIA.

- No. 3. -

(No. 4 6.)

Corr of a DESPATCH from His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos
to Governor Seymour.

Sir, Downing-street, 9 JuLy 1868.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour Despatches, No. 31*, of

the 29th of April, and No. 51t, of the 28th of May, the first reporting that,
having brought the question of the selection of a capital for the united Colony
under the consideration of the Legislative Council, you had received a resolution
from then, expressing the opinion that Victoria is the place most suitable for the
capital; and the second, forwarding a copy of the Proclamation by whiciyou
declared Victoria to be the capital of the unitcd Colony on the 2àth of May.

In reply, I have to inforrm you that I have been glad to be apprised of the
settlement of a question which, while it remained open, must have furnished a
continuai source of irritation and uncertainty, and I feel little doubt that you
have judged rightly in placing the seat of Government in that part of the
Colony where the greatest stationary, population has collected, and where
maritime communication is easiest.

I have, &c.
(signed) Buckingham and Chandos,
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