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THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.
| Another Fresh "Un.

Mus, C. is one of those unfortunate ladies
who are rarely out of communication wil
the servants’ registry office. Tradesmen an
others who frequently call at her house are
in which to train for business pursuils. me;.r at tlhe door by @ |wrp\-llu\uy»c|m;lglllg

staff of domestics. 'On one occasion, when a
The e"““‘ Business e.“." ring was heard, for some reason Of other
Toronts, employs 11 regular Teachers, owns Mrs. O. herself went down, and, opening the
@0 Typewriting Machines, and uses 2 door, found outside the milk-boy with the | >
splendid rooms in its work. Its courses are afternoon’s dole of milk. Seeing her, he
{horough and practical and its students and leaned against the doorway and gave vent to p
graduates are in strong demand. s I'l‘"“'llgl*‘ whistle. Then, {magine her Y
Winter Ter feelings when he addressed her thus : S
Enter any time " What, another fresh 'un ! You will not
We sleo @6 5 stay here long, 1 1ay. Bhe is ® besutys | @
' .
P

pon't Neglect =

10 write for our New Catalogue if you are
Interested in the selection of the Best School

for those who cannot attend our School. A

All particulars cheerfully given. Address she is ! o

W. H. SHAW, What Was Up!
PRINCIPAL. _— p
During the recent journey of the Queen
from Balmoral to Windsor, the ordinary g

ALBERT COLLEGE

Business School Founded 1877,

” Hassenger traftic was very much tlimrgnnimd.
ress trains were suddenly *drawn 3

|
and exp |
the no small annoyance of commer- \ >

o

up,” to

ci‘nl men and others, who could truly say

- that with them “time WaS money.”” An P

Five complete courses. | gxpress train betweer Perth and Aberdeen

was @ great sufferer in this respect, and a

certain com sial traveller was quite bois-

terous in his denunciation of the frequent

orer A spe- | stops. At last, when he bad tired his

" fellow-passengers with his grambling, he
flopped down ‘the window and shouted :

“Guard ! 1 say, gual A

“ Yes, sir,” answered the official addressed,
approaching the compartment.

WOh ! guard, this is simply disgusting !
Why all these stops ! \\"‘mt's up, WAan,
what's up 1" said the commercial, in banter-

| ing tones.
| The guard's reply was brief, neat and

Practical and_thorough.
Many graduates ocoupying important places as
book-keepers and shorthand reporters.
.S'l,wpuyulannu\lll.lluh(n dtuition for K
—longer time at same rate. Special reduction
To ministers, or to LWO 0T I entering at the
10 e time from same family oF B o
St in Book-keeping, whi 11 also an expert
penman, and & ¢ i1 Shorthand in con-
Stant attendance The teachers in the literary
department ‘also assist in the work. The hlgi\
character of the College i & guarantee of
thoroughness.
Catalogue With specimen of penmanship, FREE.
\adross, PRINCIPAL DYER, D.D.

Alma College

¢ A Strong Conviction

p That total abstinence pays from L
y a health standpoint should cause &

> making

t for which we specially seek. )
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a man to hesitate before placing
his life insurance where he can g
get no special advantage on J
account of his correct habits
when he could get special ad-
vantage by insuring in L
L
The Temperance and ¢
General Life Insurance 4
Company & & # > L
s s " ,
Which is the total abstainers
company in Canada. Itis
The Best Company {or the Best Risks
Life insurance investments are
long investments usually, and it L
pays to take some care when 4
them. All we ask is &
fair consideration from the class ¢

L

AAANANANS
HON. G. W. ROSS, President.
H. SUTHERLAND, Managing Dirsctor:
-
HEAD OFFICE

“@lobe” Building, Coronto.

T wentieth Year Opens Sept. 10th. | to the point, for he simply \
A Residental School for Youog | MRl aL”
Women. “J“""“’“"“"‘" The « commercial's” window was closed \

Music, Fine | with a bang.
we. Mor

University and Coll ciate Studie
Art, Elocution, Business, Domestic o,
als, Manners, Tnstructic Health, given greatest
4 Write for illust rated catalogue to

,m. R. 1. Warner, M.A.

26,400 Photographs Sent to one Maga-
zine within Three Months.

PRINCIPAL
ST. THOMAS - - - - ONTARIO | Some six months ago the Ladies Home |
i : Jowrnal offered o series of cash prizes for the |
| st outdoor photographs taken by amateur |
]‘“g [nwum] mg“e “ar mm Photographers during the suner The re- |
turns almost swamped the Philadelphia post-
FOR 1901 office, which in three mont hs delivered 26,400

| photographs to the magazine. The ‘blmlu-

3 aphs muke perhaps the largest single col-
m.-)l.«‘\lw ~,|munlh L aue from its origin | Jec : t x‘.. one particular n‘f\n\r\ur
until the present, Jts and suggestions ¢ ) :
il the, PRl epartments o tione cou- | 1t will require neeCH, b month's work on the
topic list_for the “,“'l._ together with Aol vy of the magazing's entire stafl to assort |
topl o information about the League and | the pictures and make the awards.

its w

‘A hook of 140 pages, containing a brief his-

Price, 10 conts per copy. |

Dumas’ Kindness.
The late Alexander Dumas was & wan of |

Enw“"n lﬂaﬂne—m‘m s‘“mas' "\ kindly sympathies, but how far his kindness |

| could go was known to but few during his
| lifetime. In one instance he even went 80
REV. WILLIAM E. McLENNAN. far as to alter the ending of & novel which
FIRNT SERIES, 1901, | was then appearing in serial form in one of

prepared for the Epworth League under direc- | the magaaines. S
tion of the Department of Spiritual Work.

paper. 15 centx, poxipatd.

BY PROFESSOR THOMAS NICHULSON AND

| residing in the country. The writer begged
| him not _to kill his heroine, & consumptive,

| as the plot of the story seemed to indicate, |

A we have prepared a Binder which a great interest in the story, imagined that
will hold the numbers for one year: It is | “he would share the heroine's fate. Dumas
vmsle aad conve ot | re-wrote the final chnqwr. and predictud an
P » | unexpected cure for his heroine, althoug|
Price, 50 cents, postpatd. | he had originally intended to close the novel
| with her tragie death. —Collier's Weekly.

To preserve the CANADIAN EPWORTH | b canse his invalid daughter, who had taken
ER.

WILLIAM BRIGGS |
20-33 Richmond St. West, TORONTO. |

. W. COATES, MONTREAL, tﬂ'l.
5. F. HUESTIS, HAuPAX, NS,

Ix the British Isles there are two acres
apiece for each inhabitant ; in Canada there
are twenty-eight acres.

AGENTS WANTED FOR

“rhe Life of
Queen Victoria.”

Distinguished wuthorships over 100 mag:

R Mustrations ; nearly 00 pages §

Price, only $1.75.

CREATEST MONEY - MAKING OPPOR-
TUNITY EVER OFFERED.

210,00 per day made easily. OUTFIT
FREE, 10 cents for postage. Address

THE JOHN C. WINSTON €O.,
167 Bay 8t., TORONTO, ONT.

k s. Shortly before its conclu- | Junior Waork and Missions. By
| sion he received & note from a_guntleumn |

| Qualifications ad Duties of a Junior Superi:

s | EAFLETS |

PER DOZEN, 12¢., PER HUNDRED, 50c.
POSTAGE PAID.

Hints on Soul Winning. By Rev. R. N E

Burns, B.A
Liberality A Girace. By Miss Bessie MeGuffin. =
Vi Mrs. A, M. 8
Phillips.
Reception of Members.
The Ministry of Flowers,
Burns, B.A.
The League Before & Revival. By Rev. James d
Elliott, B.A.
The League in & Revival. By Rev. John
Henderson.
Missionary Work. What can our Society 4o
for Missions *” By Miss Joness. 1
A Model Social.” By Mis

By Rev. R. N

Social Work.
E. Pomero,

tendenf, By Miss A. Harris.
Juniors ana Their Bibles, By Rev. F. G. Lett.
Visiting and Relief. By Miss A, 3
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 ings by the populace,

A. C. CREWS,

Editor,

R
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THE DISCOVERER OF AMERICA.

BY THE EDITOR.

ANY of our Reading Circles which
M commenced their work last Octo
ber will now be entering upon
their reading of “ Out with the Old Voy-
agers,” which will introduce them to the
brave and adventurous spirits who sailel
unknown seas in search of unknown lands.
Probably the story of Columbus will be
found the most interesting of these thrill
ing sea tales, for although it has bee
told many times it is always attractive.

He must have been a man of great force
of character and tremendous will power,
as he had to meet all kinds of Jiscourage
ments and rebuffs before his
schemes were approved by
Ferdinand and Isabella, In
carrying out his project he
was daunted by no obstacles,
There never was a more re-
markable or dramatic scene
than that of Columbus stand-
ing upon the deck of his litcle
vessel, and keeping her prow
steadily onward day after
day, and week after week,
while terrible storms raged
without, and fierce mutinies
within. He himself was the
only man of the crew who
really had faith in the enter-
prise, but his faith was of the
exalted type which “ removes
mountains” of difficulty. By
conciliation. promises and
threats he succeeded in hold-
ing his men to their work,
and his perseverance and de-
termination were rewarded,
when on the 8th day of Octo
ber, 1492, the joyful ery of
“Land!” rang out, and a land-
ing was effected upon the
Island of San Salvador,

Upon his return to Spain
he was received with every
mark of consideration by
the sovereigns, and with great rejoic
He was admitted
at all times to the royal presence, and
everybody seemed anxious to lavish atten
tion upon the man whom the King and
Queen delighted to honor.

At one of the banquets which were
given him, ocourred the well-known inei-
dent of the egg. A shallow courtier
present, impatient of the honors paid to
Columbus, and jealous of him as a for.
eigner, abruptly asked him whether he
thought that, in case he had not discov-
ered the Indies, there would have been
wanting men in Spain capable of the
enterprise. To this Columbus made no
direct reply, but, taking an egg, invited
the company to make it stand on end,
Everyone attempted it, but in vain ;

whereupon he struck it upon the table,
broke one end slightly, and left it stand-
ing on the broken part ; illustrating, in
this simple manner, that when he had
once shown the way to the new world,
nothing was easier than to follow it,

The joy occasioned by this great dis
covery was not confined to Spain, but the
whole civilized world was filled with de-
light. Washington Trving tells us that
“ Everyone rejoiced in it as an event in
which he was more or less interested, and
which opened a new and unbounded field
for enquiry and enterprise. Men of learn-
ing and science shed tears of joy, and
those of ardent imaginations indulged in
the most extravagant and delightful
dreams.”

COLUMBUS, IN CHAINS,

Perhaps there never was such a strik
ing illustration of the fickleness of hu
manity or the transitory character of
worldly applause as the ease of Columbus
After several voyages had been made,
jealousy and hatred began to manifest
themselves among high officials in Spain
who had great influence with Ferdinand
and Isabella. False charges were made
against the great discoverer, and the
malice of his enemies pursued him every
where. Even the sovereign became preju
diced against him, and an ambassador
was sent out to the new world to investi-
gate his conduet,

Columbus was finally degraded, ar

rested and sent to Spain.
th 4 T jus,

Sned-in-the & by-the_orders of

Che Canadian €Epworth €ra,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher,

Y He was shackled
like the vilest of culprits and departed
from the scene of his great discoveries
amidst the shouts and scoffs of a rabble
crowd, who took a brutal satisfaction in
heaping insults upon his head.

The officer who had charge of him on
the homeward voyage kindly offered to
take off his irons, but he would not allow
it, saying, “By the authority of their
majesties were these chains put upon me.
I will wear them until they order them
taken off, and T will afterward preserve
them as relics and memorials of the re-
ward of my services,”

He did so, for they were always seen
hanging in his room, and when hLe died
he requested that they might be buried
with him,

Upon arrival in Spain,
Columbus was released by
authority of Ferdinand and
Isabella, who did what they
could to atone for the in
justice  which had been
shown to him. He was
not, however, restored to
his former position, as Fer.
dinand undoubtedly retain
ed some dislike to him as
a foreigner.
no longer necessary to him,
and he greatly disliked to
grant him the dignities and
treasures which had been
promised to the adventu
rous before he
set sail from Palos,

His last days were full
of care and sorrow, and he

Columbus was

discoverer

atly  embarrassed
s old age by debt.
on the 20th of
May, 1506, being about
seventy years of His
last words were, ““ Into thy

hands, O Lord, T commend
my spirit.”

) 4wt 7‘»‘ Levingsays i g His

na '—~piety was genuine and fer
vent; religion mingled with

the while course of his thoughts and
actions, and shone forth in his most
private and unstudied writings. The
Sabbath was to him a day of sacred rest,
on which he would never sail from a port
unless in case of extreme ne s8ity.”

A splendid statue was erected to his
honor ad Barcelona, Spkin, but thi{ can
not blot\out the recor§ of ingratitude
and perse§ution which sthnds againdt his
enemies,

By some strange irony of fate an obscure
navigator named Amerigo Vespucci gave
his name to the new world, an honor that
really be! aged to Columbus. The name
of the pioneer discoverer is, however, kept
green in the “District of Columbia,” in
the United States, and the * Province of
British Columbia,” in Canada.

@
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SOUTHERN CALIFCF NIA.

. GERMAN.

BY DR. J.

. 3
ATU RE, that wonderful book of God,
N is thrown open for the inspection
of all classes. The type of this vol-
ume has not become old fashioned, the
tints of its illustrations have not faded,
its teachings have not become obsolete,
and its thrilling interest has not diminish
ed. Amidst the wonderful advancement
f the past century, nature has kept
veast of the times. Happy is he who
« the opportunity of travelling, that he

may see God's works
Because of its equable and comfortable
climate, and its varied and abundant
products, California has for years been
eagerly sought as a resort for health and
Summer and winter do not

pleasure

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

venience and comforts of transportation
are to<day so great that travelling
becomes a joy, and not a weariness.

T must not delay to speak of the many

very interesting scenes in and around
San Francisco—such as the Golden Gate
Park, Cliff House, and Seal Rocks, Sutro
Park, Navy Yard, Palace Hotel, China-
town, ete.
Through the courtesy of Mr. Jas. Hors
burgh, jr., of the Southern Pacific R. R.,
T was furnished with an itinerary through
Southern California, and with letters of
introduction, which contributed very
much to the plessure and instruction of
my delightfal trip.

I went south from San Francisco,
through the great San Joaquin (San
Waukeen) Valley, bounded on the east by
the Sierra Neva range of mountains,
and on the west by the coast range. The
fertilo valley is seventy miles wide, and
stretches 480 miles from north to south.

FEBRUARY, 1901-—4

water is made to flow as frequently and as
long as the r:quirements of the trees or
sines may demand.

The water soaks through the loose soil
and reaches the roots of trees and vines.
When the lay of the land demands it, the
water is stored in a reservoir and is con
ducted to the orchard by pipes or
troughs

SUB-IRRIGATION.

In some parts a hard pan is found at
the depth of from four to ten feet below
the surface, which, like a great saucer,
holds the water that by various means
comes into it. This water is taken up
by the roots of the trees and vines, and
renders surface irrigation unnecessary.
Water rights are purchased with the soil,
and about sixty-two cents per acre are
charged annually for the supply of water.
An ordinary main canal carries about
3,500 cubic feet of water per second, and

mean extremes of heat and cold, but
rather a dry and wet season. During the
dry season it ravely rains, and during the
wet season it merely rains frequently. In
the hottest days there is usually a refresh-
ing bre especially towards evening,
and the nights are comfortably cool

I am to write of Southern California,
and especially from a tourist’s standpoint,
and will not, therefore, speak at length
of the great variety and abundance of its
productions. If the reader ask which is
the most desirable route to California, my
answer is, go by the splendidly equipped
and well managed Wabash R. R. to
Chicago ; by the Chicago and Northwest
ern to Omaha, by the Union Pacific via
Denver to Salt Lake. City:and by the
Southern Pacific to San Francisco. The
return journey should be made by Port
land, Oregon ; by boat from Tacoma to

Victoria, B C., and by the C.P.R. to To-
It is a long journey, but the con-

ronto,

AN IRRIGATION CANAL, CALIFORNIA,

It is one of the great fruit centres of
California and of the world. The temper-
ature of this valley rarely falls below
freezing point, and the fertility of the
soil, when irrigated, is amazing.

IRRIGATION.

Throughout Southern California bay-
ren plains are transformed into vineyards,
orchards, and farmsteads, by bringing
the water from the rivers and mountains
and distributing it over the soil. For
this purpose strong companies are formed,
who construct large main canals through
which water is conducted to the district
to be irrigated. As may be required,
branch canals tap the main channel and
convey the water to the vineyards and
orchards.

Between the rows of vines or fruit
trees the soil is frequently cultivated,
and three or four shallow ditches are
made by the plough, through which the

a flow of one cabic foot per second is
ample to irrigate from one hundred and
sixty to two hundred acres of land.

FRESNO,

This thriving town is located about
half way between San Francisco and Los
Angeles. Through the kindness of the
members of the Chamber of Commerce, 1
was driven through the surrounding
country, and visited the immense vine-
yards, wineries, and fruit ranches that
are here to be found. Here are produced
in great abundance the best quality of
oranges, grapes, lemons, pears, peaches,
plums, prunes, apricots, quinces, olives,
melons, Smyrna figs, almonds, ete.

RAIBINS,

The climate is very favorable to the
production of the raisin grape, and the
annual yield is immense. The Muscat
and Muscatel grapes are chiefly used for
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the making of raisins. The principal
seedless varieties are the Sultana, and the
Thompson seedless. The vines are care-
fully pruned short, and trimmed low,

The fruit begins to mature Septem

ber, when it is picked with care, and
placed upon trays two feet wide and
three feet long. Each tray holds about
twenty pounds of grapes, which will pro
duce seven pounds of raisins. The trays
are tilted so that the fruit will get the
direct rays of the sun. When the grapes
are about two.thirds dry they are turned
by placing an empty tray over them, and
reversing the trays, It requires about
twelve days to convert the grapes into
raisins. When the raisins come from the
trays they are not all evenly dried, They
are, therefore, packed in what are called
“sweating boxes,” each box containing
about 120 Ibs. These boxes are stored
in the equalizing room—a dark, air-tight
structure having provision for ventilation,
By this process the raisins are evenly
dried, and the ste: made tough and
pliable.

After this, the larger and more perfect
clusters are packed in boxes, and are the
layer raisins of commerce. The smaller
and broken clusters are put through an
ingenious machine which stems and
grades them with wonderful rapidity,
They are then packed in boxes for ship-
ment.  Another complicated machine
extracts the seeds from the raisins—pro-
ducing a seedless variety,
Space does not permit me to
speak of my visit to the
Smyrna fig  orchard, St,
George's winery, and many
other points “of interest.
Fresno County is an ideal
location for ‘the capitalist
and home seeker.

LOS ANGELES.

The ride from Fresno to
Los Angeles was through
vineyards, orchards, south-
ern foliage, and beautiful
flowers. Los Angeles, the
“City of the Angels,” is a
beautiful up-to-date city of
about one hundred thousand
inhabitants, the metropolis
of Southern California, and
the headquarters of many
delightful side trips,

I can do little more than
name some of the many
points of interest about Los
Angeles ; Santa Monica, on
the sea, with its comfortable
hotel and splendid bathing,
Redlands, with the lovely drive through
the Smiley Heights, and splendid view of
the valley beneath.

Riverside is a well located town of
7,000 population. The surrounding coun-
try is noted for the quality and quantity
of oranges produced. Here was first pro-
duced the famous Washington navel
orange. The great valley around River-
side is sheltered by the surrounding
mountains, is well watered by irrigation,
and furnishes some of the finest drives in
California. The most delightful of these

make the braves: heart weaken
in our party said *“We cannot
there,
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runs a double-tracked trolley line, hav ing
on either side a well made driveway. The
avenue is flanked on either side by orange
orchards, beautiful homes, and well kept
grounds. It was a great delight to me
to drive down this avenue, and return by
trolley car in company with the manager
of the line and his estimable wife, and as
their guest,
MOUNT LOWE

Another very pleasant side trip from
Los Angeles is by electric
miles to Pasadena—a city of charming
residences, and delightful climate. Hero
are over 200,000 inhabitants, and the town
never supported a saloon. From Pasa
dena the ascent is made o the summit of
picturesque Mount Lowe, named after
Prof. T. 8. C. Lowe, who projected and
carried to completion the railway to the
summi

railroad ten

This railway is a wonderful feat of
engineering skill. For several miles we
pass by trolley car through delightful

scenery, up quite a steep grade to Alta
dena. Here we take the Mount Lowe
electric car for Rubio canyon, deep in the
heart of the mountains. We are now
more than 2,000 feet above Los Angeles.
Here we are to take the incline car which
stands in waiting for us. But as we look
up this incline 3,000 feet long, and rising
1,300 feet —that is 62 feet elevation for
every 100 feet forward

it is enough to

footed. The view from the summit is
magnificent. The descent is still more
thrilling than the ascent, and no tourist
should miss the He
never forget it,

Toronto, O.t.

experience, will

“SAN FRANCISCO, 1901,
HALLELUJAH.”

BY REV. 8. L. HAMILTON, D.D.
PLACE, a date, an event, and a
shout! The place, the date, and
the event are all worthy of a shout ;

the shout begets enthusinsm, and en.

thusiasm is a prophecy of, and will help
mightily to secure, success,

I suggest the above, then, as a rallying
cry or motto for all Epworth Leaguers,
not only in the States but in Canada as
well

The place is a great city of 350,000
people, embracing almost every kindred,
tribe, and tongue on the face of the
earth. No city of its size probably has a
more cosmopolitan population, and no
y where an International Epworth
League Convention has been held thus
far possesses as great interest in itself
and in its surroundings as San Francisco,
In saying this I 5y no means minify Cleve
land, Chattanooga, Toronto, or Indian
apolis.

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA.

Some
go up

" but the call “All

,500 feet above the sea.

wonderful
panorama  of

loops, and
enchanting

San Francisco is glorious for situation,

Its harbor is the wonder of all who see
aboard ” was  it.
given, and slowly and steadily we began
the ascent, drawn by the slender cable,
After a most thrilling ride we reached
Echo Mountain
From this point. we continue our ascent
by electric car, winding around the edges
of projecting rocks, running up the mighty
gorges, crossing the great circular bridge,
making several
through a

It would float the commerce and

navies of the world and have room to
spare
mightiest of all oceans, i
famed Golden Gate, a
of the
make one’s blood ting
and to sight it makes
of sighting tha
trance through which will bring
the haven of eternal repose.

Entrance to it and from it to the
through the far-
ght of which, and
ond, is calculated to
e to the finger tips,
a Christian think
other Golden Gate, en
1im into

ocean be

is Magnolia Avenue—a broad thorough
fare which for ten miles is lined on either
side with magnolia, pepper, palm, cypress,
and “calypt” trees, Down the centre

scenery, reach ** L'Alpine Tavern.” After
an excellent dinner, the journey of three
miles to the summit is continued on the
backs of ponies, well trained and sure

Nob Hill, Golden Gate Park, the CIiff
House, and Seal Rocks, Chinatown, the
Barbara Coast, and Tan Flats, will all be
of interest to the visitor, as will the scenery
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of the north, including Oakland and Berke-
ley, and Mt. Tamalpias, and to the south
including San Jose and Mt. Hamilton,
on which is located the Lick Observatory.

The date is the first year of the
twentieth century. A century it is an-
ticipated of spiritual achievement, as the
nineteenth has been of material progress

THE GOLDEN GATE, SAN FFANCISCO.

and development. It will be the only
century the dawn of which any of us are
likely to see or to celebrate. To attend
this great Convention would be a worthy
way to celebrate this great event.

And the event. The fifth International
Epworth League Convention is the event
alluded to, and will Lo a great event ;
great in its programme, great in the
interest it arouses, and great in the at
tendance which it elicits. Epworth Lea-
guers should talk about it, pray for it,
and plan to attend it, if possible. To
Eastern people the trip would be an inspi-
ration and an education, delightful in
anticipation, enjoyable in realization, and
pleasant in retrospect.

The trip will furnish a view of moun-
sert, and give an opportunity
to see California. Ah, there is magic in
the word, California ! Land of sunshine
and of flowers, of oranges and lemons, of

tains and ¢

L ____———

GOLDEN GATE PARK, 8AN FRANCISCO.

olives and figs, of walnuts and almonds,

of pomegranates and persimmons. Land
of wonders, from Mt Shasta, on the
north, to San Diego, on the south. Land

of Ramona and Allessandro.

the old padres built their missions, a few
of which are still occupied, but the most

of which have fallen into lonely but at
tractive ruins.

to describe. San Francisco as a city, Cali
fornia as a State, the first year of the
new century as an event, and the Conven-
tion itself are all worth shouting over.
And why not shout ? Tt smacks of old-
time Methodism, Tt is seriptural. “Cry
out and shout.” Yes, shout. Let the
welkin ring. Shout over present mercies,
shout over successes realized. Shout over
victories assured. Give God the praise.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Optimism suggests & shout. It is the
language of cheer, of hope, of expectation.

From the sunny south land of Cali
fornia on this day of brightness and
beauty, of joy and gladness—a mid-
December day without a suggestion of
frost or chilliness, T send greetings to all
Canadian Epworth Leaguers, with an in
vitation to attend the Con-
vention in July next, and
with the suggestion that the
rallying cry from now until
that time be * San Francisco,
1901, Hallelujah!”

Land where

It is a land the witchery
and charm of which it is hard for this pen

Further. A word as to
Los Angeles and Southern
California. For any one who
has never been to the Pacific
Coast to come to Califoraia
without visiting the southern
part of the State would be
to miss much which differen-
tiates California in its cli-
mate and scenery from the Eas-
tern States, and would be like
seeing ¢ Hamlet’ with Hamlet
left out.”

While it will be & delight and a
joy to see San Francisco and the
northern part of the State, that
alone would not entitle any one to
the distinction of having in the
brondest sense seen California.
No! To see California means as
well to see Los Angeles, and Pas-
adena, Redlands, and Riverside,
San Diego and Santa Barbara,
Mount Lowe and Catalina. I do
not, nor would I, detract one iota
from the deserved fame of San Francisco
and the northern part of the State, but
the real earthly paradise, the Italy of
America, is found in Southern Califor

Dear Canadian Leaguers, let your itin-
erary embrace the south land of a State
the present importance and future
possibilities of which it is difficult
to exaggerate.

Los Angeles, Cal.

Mi. Booker T. WasHINGTON
tells the following story of Hon.
Frederick Douglass. At one time
Mr. Douglass was travelling in the
State of Pennsylvania, and was
forced, on account of his color, to
vide in the baggage-car, in spite of
the fact that he had paid the same
price for his passage that the other
passengers had paid. When some
of the white passengers went into
the baggage-car to console Mr.
Douglass, and one of them said to
him, “1 am sorry, Mr. Douglass,
that you have been degraded in
this manner,” Mr. Douglass straight-
ened himself up on the boxdupun
which he was sitting, and replied :
“They cannot degrade Frederick
Douglass. The soul that is within
me no man can degrade. T am
not the one that is being degraded
on account of this treatment, but
those who are inflicting it upon me.”

Tue great sealing company of
the world has a permit tokill one hundred
thousand male seals a year on the Pri-
bilof Islands of Alaska. The slaughter
takes place between June and August.
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TWENTY YEARS AFTER.

BY THE EDITOR.

TWE,\'TY years ago, on the 2nd of
February, there was organized in
a Congregational church, in the
city of Portland, Maine, a Young Peoples
Society, destined to have a marvellous
growth. The pastor, Rev. Francis E.
Clark, had long felt the need of more
thoroughly organizing his young people
for Christian service, to better prepare
them for the duties of Church member-

ship. After much thought and prayer,
he prepared a constitution, and submitted
it to the young men and
congregation, who accepted

women of the
it gladly.

There was no flourish of trumpets, and
no advertising in launching the society,
the founder having no idea that it would
ever spread beyond his own pastoral
charge.

BCENE IN CALIFORNIA,

Other churches, however, soon heard

of what was being done in Williston

church for the young people, and in &

short time the * Young People’s Society

of Christian Endeavor” was a recognized

feature of church organization in a num-
ber of denominations. When the society
began to grow rapidly, there were, of
course, many who declared that it was an
« gphemeral affair,” which would soon run
its course and die out. All the proph-
ecies of failure have themselves failed
of fulfilment, as the development has been
steady, until on its 20th birthday, the
society numbers 3,636, DT
has found a home in all the Evangelical
denominations, where every da}iurumanl
of religious activity has been quickened
by its influence. The application of
youthful energy, enthusiasm and enter-
prise to Christian work, has had a stim-

CALIFORNIA LILIES

ulating effect upon the whole Church.
There is just as much reason to believe
that the Young People’s Society will be
a permanent feature of Christian effort
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as that the Sunday-school will continue
to exist, i

The distinctive principles of Christian
Endeavor are the Pledge and the Conse-
cration Service, the Lookout, Prayer-

Meeting, Social and other committees.
In our Church we have enlargell th- scope
of the organization by adding the Liter
ary Department, and giving special prom-

A CALIFORNIA HOME.

inence to the Missionary Department.
The experience of the past few years has
shown the wisdom of this broade hing out
policy,

The action of our Church in regard to
the Christian Endeavor movement has
been broad-minded and liberal, Recog-
nizing the importance of having the
young people’s work under denomination-
al control, it was thought wise to organ
ize a society of our own, to be known as
the Epworth League. Inasmuch, how
ever, as a number of features of the
Christian Endeavor Society were adopted,
it was felt to be appropriate and right to
recognize the name, so that the first and
essential department of work was called
“The Christian Endeavor Department,”
which includes the Pledge, the Consecra-
tion and Prayer Meetings, the Lookout,
Evangelistic  and Sunday-school com-
mittees. In addition to this the Chris-
tian Endeavor motto, * For Christ and
the Church,” was adopted and linked to
the League motto * Look up, lift up.”

Local societies were also allowed to
affiliate with the Christian Endeavor or
ganization by adopting the
“Epworth League of
deavor,”

joint name
Christian  En-

A large number of societies have avail-
ed themselves of this privilege, and their
members enjoy and take part in the inter-
denominational Conventions and Unions,
In consequence of this, many young
people in Canada will feel considerable
interest in the celebration of Christian
Endeavor’s twentieth birthday at Port-
land, on Feb. 2nd, and will earnestly
pray that the divine blessing may con-
tinue to rest upon the movement. ..\

An organization of this kind, unwisely
managed, might easily have developed
dangerous tendencies, but fortunately
men of good judgment, and deep piety
have controlled its destinies from the
very first. Dr. F. E. Clark is loved and
respected everywhere, and his chief lieu-
tenant, Mr. John Willis Baer, is exactly
suited by talents and graces for the im-
portant posi which he pies,
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LEGACIES OF THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY.

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER, D,D,

THE eteenth Century, about to
die of old age, and being of sound
mind and meniory, do make and

ordain this to be my last will and testa-
ment

1. I give and bequeath to my
successor, the Twentieth Century,
all the steam engines and tele.
graphs and telephones and elec
trical apparatus and steam presses
and reaping machines, and other
useful inventions that I have
made, and all my wonderful scien-
tific discoveries, for the use and
benefit of my son and heir, the
aforesaid century.

2. I give and bequeath all the
valuable and instructive books that
I have written, to be widely scat
tered and carefully read ; but all
the corrupting, mischievous, and
obscene publications and pictures,
inspired by Satan, I order to be
destroyed by the Society for the
Prevention of Vice.

3. I give and bequeath a free and hon
est ballot-box for the protection of liberty
and popular rights, and the security of
public order; but all those detestable
contrivances known as *“political na

REDLANDS, CALIFORNIA,

chines,” invented and managed by bosses
for the enrichment of themselves and
their “heelers,” I order to be burned.

4. T also bequeath to my heir, the

e R e i
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ciations to whom I have given birth, and
all the asylums and “homes” and hos-
pitals and other charitable institutions
that I have built for the relief of honest
sufferers and the discouragement of idlers
and impostors,

5. T also bequeath to the new century
all the immense assortment of K rupp guns
and Munser rifles and machine-guns that
have been produced in my lifetime for the
rapid destruction of human lives, and all
other death-dealing contrivances, and I
direct that at the earliest possible day
they be either sold for old iron, or turned
into ploughshares and other useful instru-
ments ; this work I intrust to the Arbi-
tration League of Civilized Nations, which
I recently organized at The Hague.

6. Finally, I give and bequeath to my
son and heir that priceless revelation
from heaven known as the Bible, with its
exhibition of divine love in the person of
Jesus Christ, its wise precepts and its
adaptation to all the peoples on the face
of the whole globe. I exhort that it be
spread and be read everywhere, so that the
Twentieth Century be wiser and purer
and stronger and grander than all its
nineteen ancestors,

As executors of this my last will and
testament I appoint all Christian churches

and ministers, all conductors of a fearless
and truthful press, ali faithful parents, all
vighteous rulers, all lovers of humanity,
and all who practice the Golden Rule
Done under my hand and
seal, on this thirty-first day
of December, 1900,

“Tur  Annual Statistics
of Religious Bodies in the
United states,” published by
The Independent in the issue
of January 3rd, show a
church membership of 27,
566,787 belonging to all re
ligious bodies in the United
States, In these are inclu
ded 211,6 000
Greek () 345,000
Mormons, 71,000 Unitarians,
18426 Universalists, 1,000,
000 Christian Scientists,
8,500 Armenians, 26,500 In
dependent  Catholies, and
8,610,226 Roman Catholics,
while 17,926,033 are given
what  are

7 Jews, 6
holics,

as members of
known as Evangelical church-
es. Of the Protestant bod
ies, the Methodists of thirteen
varieties lead in numbers,
with 5,846,132 members, and
the Baptists, which the com-
piler divides into seven hod-
ies, come next with 4,579,394
members.  The Lutherans,
in five divisions, have 1,665,-
878, and the Presbyterians
of twelve shades, 1,575,698,
In percentage of growth the
Lutherans lead with three
and one-half per cent. gain
for the ten years, the Epis-
copalians follow with three
and nine-twentieths per cent. increase,
and the Disciples with three and one-fifth
per cent. The larger denominations
come close together, and have from two

Twentieth Century, all the y
hird %

, AN lent asso-

and three-t to two and eleven-
twentieths per cent. increase.
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CORONADD BEACH.

E of the great attractions of the
International Convention at San
J isco nmext July will be the
unsurpassed scenery to be enjoyed on the
way to California, and on the Coast.  Of
course, everybody will want to see sume
thing of
will be an element of some importance
to the majority, it will be well to know

outhern California, and as time

HOTEL DEL CORONADO,

what are the main points of interest be'
fore the itinerary is made out.

Yoronado Beach is one of the most de
lightful spots in California, Tt is located
just across the bay from San Diego, and
is within a short distance from Los An-
geles, Ttis both a winter and a summer
resort. During January, February and
March it is thronged with people who
have crossed the mountains to escape
from the cold of the East, and in the sum-
mer visitors find it a very pleasant place
to spend a few days. As there is a per-
petual breeze from the sea, there is no

The Hotel del Coronado is said to be
the largest resort hotel in the world.
Travellers declare that there is nothing
like it either in America or Europe. The
grounds cover twenty acres, and contain,
besides rare flowers, pine, palm and pep-

per trees, with many varieties of tropical
plants and The quadrangular
court, a picture of which is here shown,

shrubs.

is n tropical garden of nearly one and a
balf acres. lan MacLaren, author of the

NORTH EAST VIEW.

« Bonnie Briar Bush,” writes of Coron-
ado

«T am struck by the richness and
beauty of Coronado scenery. The people
ought to be good, surrounded as they are
by a nature so grand and complete. Much
will be expected of them, for unto them
much has been given. gty

«Coronado Beach possesses charms
beyond famed beauty spots of the Medi-
terranean. What an enterprise, Hotel
del Coronado represents !

What a view
it gives to its guests It displays won-
derful taste in the selection of site, sty e

HOTEL DEL CORONADO, EAST VIEW.

sweltering heat. As a rule, the ther-
mometer does not go above 80, nor below
10. Attractions of all kinds are provided
both summer and winter.

There is rowing, sailing and fishing,
wheeling, horseback rides and car!
drives—a fine swimming tank and surf
bathing, golf links and miles of sandy
beach to stroll upon and watch the white
combers come rolling in and breaking
upon the shore.

e

of architecture, interior furnishings and
decorations. WereIto resideinthe United
States, here would I desire my home, that
I might enjoy the best of the blessings
that California extends to her people.”
Considering the luxurious accommoda-
tion provided, the rates at the Coronado
Hotel are very reasonable, but those who
find it necessary to exercise economy
may enjoy this beautiful spot for a few
days, at small expense, by “camping
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out.” Tents arve provided at reasonable
rates and a good meal can be had for
twenty-tive certs.

THE TIME TO TALK.

AN important question that ought to
be met is: When is the proper
time to talk or whisper in church ?

This problem can be solved by the
mathematical process of ~cancellation.
Do not talk during the singing, a8 many
people dearly enjoy the music. Do not
talk during the prayer, for that is sacrile

gious. Do not talk during the sermon,
as that is the monopoly of the pastor;
besides, it is an insult to him and a great

annoyance to those sitting near you. Do
not talk during the collection, for that is
a service upon which everybody ough

concentrate his or her mind, heart 1
pocket book. Do not talk duris he
benediction ; that is an insult to ¢ and
man, By this process of elir n we
discover, as the remaining , that
the right time to talk in ¢ before
the services begin} and they are

closed.—J. L. Wade.

CARRY YOUR SUNSHINE WITH YOU.

HE cheerful man carries with him
perpetually, in his presence and
personality, an influence that acts

upon others as summer warmth on the
fields and forests. It wakes up and calls
out the best that is in them. 1t makes
them stronger, braver, and happier. Such
a man makes alittle spot of this world
a lighter, brighter, warmer place for other
people to live in. To meet him in the
morning is to get inspiration whichma' s
all the day's tasks and struggles easier.
His hearty handshake puts & thrill of
new vigor into your veins. After talk-
ing with him for a few minutes, you feel
an exhilaration of spiriis, & quickening
of energy, & renewal of zest and interest
in living, and are ready for any duty of
service.”

«(3reat hearts there are among men,”
says Hillis, of Plymuu!.h pulpit ; “ they
carry a volume of manhood ; their pres-
ence is sunshine; their coming changes
our climate ; they oil the bearings of
life ; their s wdows always fall behind
them ; they make right living easy.”
Blessed are the lmppinenu-mnkem; they
represent the best forces in civilization !
—Success.

GET IN SOMEWHERE.

IND your place in some Christian

. church as soon as possible. Do
not delay ; but go at once to some
godly minister and tell him that you are
on the Lord’s side, and want to get into
rank with His people. I once heard of a
little child who had recently been con-
verted. She was one day talking to her
grandfather, who was questioning her
about her new faith, and, no doubt, giv
ing her some very good advice. Finally,
she said : ““Grandpapa, are you a Chris-
tian1” “Yes, my dear, T hope I am.”
« What Church do you belong to, grand-
pnpn!" «Qh, I belong to the Church of
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Christ.” “But which is that ! Are you
a memberof the same Church that mamma
and I are—the Episcopal Church 1” “No,

1y dear, I'm not an Episcopalian.” “ Are
you a Presbyterian, then?” ¢ No, I am
not a Presbyterian.” ¢ Are you a Bap-
tist, then?” “No,” “Are you a
Methodist 1” “No, dear, I ‘do not
belong to any of the churches ; T just be-
long to Christ.”  After a pause,in which

THE CANADIAN

TWENTIETH CENTURY GREETING.

HE following letter of greeting has
been sent out to all the Leagues
of the Windsor District, by the

District Executive :

Dear Fellow Leaguers.—The officers of
Windsor District desire to extend gieet
ings to you as we cross the threshold of
the twentieth century.

THE COURT OF MOTEL DEL CORONADO.

Covers more than one acre, filled with palms and tropical plants

the little one was thinking it over, she
turned to her grandfather and said
“Well, grandpapa, if I were you, I
would try and get in somewhere.”” Now,
I think the little Christian was r ight, and
the old one was wrong. I know that
there are many who, from various reas.
ons, stand apart from organized relation
to the Church of God. No Church is
perfect. No doubt we might all find
things in the churches to which we are
allied that we could wish might be
changed ; and certainly we see things in

The century just closing has been the
brightest and best the world has ever
seen. Men know the spirit of the Gos-
pel of Christ as never before, and are
striving to live in that spirit, {They
realize more clearly the Fatherhood of
God and that implies the brotherhood
of man; that Christianity is a life
rather than a creed, and are seeking to
live that life ; and that “he that will do
His will shal! know of the doctrine,” and
are trying to know and do His will.”

Statesmen, \(‘i«ntiuls,:rvfurnu'rn, are

J

A TENTED CITY, CORONADO BEACH,

other bodies which we do not approve ;
but at the same time I would say that it
is better to be in than out, Imperfect
as the outward Church is, nevertheless it
is the Church of God; and among its
members are to be found the true people
of God, and within her organization are
found the ordinances of God, I repeat
the little girl's advice: “Get in some.
where,"—@. F, Pentecost.

expecting great things of the new cen
tury, and more than all should Christians,
*“ According to thy faith it shall be done
unto thee.”

Lord give us faith.

The purpose of the League is not en-
tertainment, but the salvation of souls,
the nourishment of souls and the right
direction of those souls. in the Master’s
service,

We would urge that the leaguers of
Windsor District enter the century with

EPWORTH ERA.
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united consecrated efforts, believing in
prayer for the salvation of souls, and at
all times continue faithfully in prayer,
study and work for that object And
we pray that the Holy Spirit may de
scend on us all with mighty power,

THE IDEAL LEAGUE.

BY MISS LOTTIE CAKBEE,

F we consult a dictionary we shall find
that the word “ideal” 1 Pans existing
only in idea, the best conceivable,

perfect, ete.

Then the Ideal League is
one which we can only conceive of, and
is not easy of our attainment. It is the
model or pattern by which we should
endeavor to shape our Leagues, always
having a vision of it before us in our
minds. The question might be raised,
“ What is gained by striving to reach
that which we cannot hope to attain ?”
For answer to this we will quote Rebert
Browning

“Ah, but a man's reach should exceed
his grasp,
Or what is heaven for 1

That which is within our easy reach
loses its charm for us as soon
our possession

as it is in

We all remember how
in our childhood we were most eager to
reach and explore that which was new
and strange to us, was beyond us in
knowledge, and then how quickly we
tired of it once it was ours.  But if in
striving for what is beyond us we are
made better for it, shall we not continue
to strive, though we may never be able
to quite grasp it !

The League that lives out its constitu-
tion, and whose members are individually
true to the pledge, will be the nearest to
the Ideal Society. We can easily see
the importance of high ideals in the
constitution and pledge of the League.
What good would be accomplished if the
articles of our constitution did not re.
quire of us sacrifice or call for any ser.
vice on our part, and if our pledge were
easily kept 1 Vot failure, but low aim,
is crime,” were true words of the poet
Lowell,

Epworth Leaguers, us Christians, have
before them the highest of ideals, Christ
Jesus. Christians not only imitate Christ
by beholding Him spiritually, hyxludying
His word and thinking about His life, but
a deeper, inward process first takes
place, a transformation which makes all
the rest easy of performance,

The Epworth League is a great boon
to the youth of our country, but is all
being done to promote Christian life that
can be done? We fear not. We are not
awake to our possibilities. How much
might be plished if each mber
would place himself where God could use
him in this direction? We need a baptism

of the Holy Spirit which would open our
mouths to speak for Jesus, and cause us
to reach out our hands to work for Him,
If each member of the League lived out
his pledge to the letter, it would entail a
sacrifice on his part, but how much would
be gained ! Tt would be the Ideal League
indeed, and what a wonderful power for
good that League would be !
Hatley, Que.




Feskuary, 100110

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

historical situation, and make due aliow-
tion Prof. Drummond’s excellent address ance for the local coloring of Oriental
on “ How to Learn How to Learn.” Scien- customs and temperament. Get a knowl-
—_— tists deem it of the utmost importance edge of all the facts before you draw any
lF our young people are going to develop that the successful investigator know how lusi Practice fully the in-
a vigorous Christian life and be truly  to handle the instruments to be used as ductive method of Bible study. Consult

t not be ne- well as how to use his own powers. The commentaries and other authorities, but
condition of body, the mental poise, and form an independent judgment. Think
the sympathetic spirit are all important  for yourself. Keep your wits about you
ht Bible study. when you read God’s Word. Often an
The spirit in which we prosecute any ordinary man with & sympathetic mind
study will give form and color to our and a spirit-illumined soul can get at the
We should reverence and throbbing heart of a passage and discover
moral. love the truth and cultivate the frankest its hidden meaning better than some com-
Christian work itself is nota substitute  sincerity. We should be willing to do mentators who waste too much time over
for Bible siudy. Work and word study  hard work to study earnestly, for mere the shadings of meanings in words, tenses,
should go together. All must see the cursory reading of the Bible will dous and cases, and thus analyze the words to
importance of such study when it is re- little good. These are two qualifications death. Practice |'n?mdcnl research and
membered that the seeking soul is saved that are of greater importance than all donot be frightened at the thought of
through the Word ; the true Christian others. such an intellectual venture. Personal
prospecting will reveal some rich mines of

must feed upon the Word, and there can The will should be pliant to the truth.
arifies the spiritual trath.

BIBLE STUDY. Everyone should read in this connec-

BY REV. R. N. BURNS, B.A.

useful, one thing mus
glected, namely, the prosecution of Bible
st«u;lvy, both privn.e]yand in their societies.
o are fully persuaded that in the factors in rig
Christian life of to-day this duty and
privilege is seriously neglected and is the
cause of much weakness, both mental and whole work.

be no healthy and symmetrical growth A surrendered will cl
without it. vision. Obedience is the organ of spiritual This critical method should be pur-
knowledge, for Jesus Himself has said, sued, whether it be in the study of a

Nothing will so firmly establish our
minds and hearts upon the sure and cer- “If any man willeth to do my will he single passage or of a large section of
tain ground of truth, and prevent the shall know of the teaching.” Jno. 7:17, the Bible.

i v 1f n single passage is being studied, be
sure and get the accurate setting of the
God's Word. The example of Christ in be touched with the ill q text, for the regulation printed on some
His typical temptations is a wise sug- ing power of the Holy Spirit. The same railroad tickets is applicable to all verses

that inspired the Word is ready to  of Seripture—** Not good if detached.”

"Most important of all, our spirits must
inati ick:

gestion to us to become familiar with the  spirit

use of the sword of the Spirit, and to inspire our hearts to understand it. Look for parallel passages. Search for

furnish luursel\'rn with the defensive and WHAT NMETHODS SHALL WE — all the light shed from the Word on the

aggressive weapons of truth. I d \ have & Bibl central thought of the passage, and then
would say to each one—have a Bible  carefully draw your conclusions as to

Our study of God's Word will very &

Jargely color the language of our prayers of your own and do '"’:)db"' afraid to spend  what it teaches. The programme for
and experiences. 1t was most refres ing little money on & g¢ Bible. Remem  yerse study therefore is word meanings,
in olden time, and is sometimes even now, ber, you will not get good from'the book  ontext qualifications, parallel passages,
to hear some earnest soul pour forth the merely by handling it. Thees 34 1o such  cqpaful conclusions.

prayer of the heart or speak out the testi- “h‘{'\%‘ as physical absorption of the truth. The eritical method is especially &)
mony of the inner life in the language of e must have intelligent methods of ylicable to the study of the Hooks of IK
the Bible. os_tudy,for mere!u.phnz‘ard.work will profit gbls. Preliminary to this we should

If you wish to work for Christ you little. 1 have little faith in the desultory  have in our minds a well defined outline
must know how to use yeur Bible with study of texts as 2 aid to the symmetri- of Bible history, divided into its great
the utmost freedom and efficiency. cal conoeption of Bible truth. A plan of periods.

But some may ask, * How am 1 going study is as necessary 88 & plan of cam- Our Bible is a library of books ar-
to get interested in Bible study? T have paign in attempting the conquest of & ranged on the shelves of time, but now
no relish for it.” 1 admire your frank country. Joshua trusted to tic Divine pound together in a canonized, com-
statement of the case and T shall be guidance but he also displayed his gen-  pacted form. The first thing to do in
equally frank in my diagnosis and remedy. eralship in the tactics he adopted in the  commencing the study of a book is to

T fear you are too much like children  OORAUSS of Canaan. He was bidden to  read it through at a sitting.  Dean
who feed on confectionery before a mea), S0P A the land. He boldly  Stanley always re:d a book that he pur-
and then wonder why their appetite for Gashed to the centre first, then e went  poged to study through five times—once
wholesome food is gone. Yours is an south, then he swept north with his con- for jts story, once for its thought, once
abnormal Appe'.i(alnd you need a healthy quering forces, and so on till L!:e whole  for its style, ete.
tonic of truth, 1 would suggest that you land was subdued. The Tsraclites wee It is well to commence the study of a
abstain from fancy foods and sweetmeats. only to o¥n what they conquered, and it hook by constructing & brief introduc-
Take regularly the “ sincere wilk ” and is much the same with our study of the . ion, which should be composed of the
eat as often as you can the ‘‘strong Bible. You will, therefore, find it to  five P's—person to whom, people to
meat” of the Word. Take time for di- YOU° advantage to adopt some wise plan  whom, purpore for which, iod when,
gestion. Assimilate the truth by quiet and adapt it to your talents and Oppor- and place where written. qren master
‘meditation and earnest action. tunities. Whatever plan you adopt, work  ¢he contents of the book and make out

One of the best ways to develop a love “,“h""’“shl)" Do your work so that you  ap intelligent table of contents classified
for the Bible is to commence to study it. will know what you have done, and can i proper sections. More detailed verse-
Commence to feed yourself ; be no longer tell where you left off and where to start  gtudy can be carried on after the method
a spoon-fed Christian. agin. Moody tells that when be was & giready described in order to perfect and

boy he was set to hoeing potatoes, and 8t yerify our i ions as to the teachi
first he did it so poorly that he had t0  of the book. s Y

Said a young man to & musician, ** Tell p“t: mnrk; haee h:‘leh °‘? or(})ne '];';:fi

me how to play the sonatas of Beethoven n;) d no: w] dere mb: l'rI: ‘8;‘: e STUDY THE BIBLE CONBECUTIVELY.
in their true spirit.” The musician re- udy should not be like that- How few of us ever read any of the
plied, ** You ask too much of me; yet T WE SHOULD STUDY THE BIBLE CRITICALLY. books of the Bible through consecutively.
will do what I can. ‘What do you play I do not mean captiously, nor in & This is especially imet in the study
now?” ‘¢ Nothing,” was the answer. In mi pic or unsympath tic . It of the Gospels and Epistles. No one
astonishment the musician said, “My will be very helpful if you know enough can get a connected idea of Christ’s life
friend, how shall I tell you how to play of the Hebrew and Greek text to appre- and teachings or the proper view point
Beethoven when it is not your habit to  ciate a scholarly criticism upon the mean- of the writer unless he reads each of the
play anything at alll To know how to ing of words, thou h with the additional Gospels through at a sitting.  The
play Beethoven, you must first know how  light of the Revised Version the English pistles are, as we all know, letters to
w play.” So it is with the Bible—to reader can get a pretty accurate idea of the churches addressed or to the indi-
Kknow how to study it we must first of all the meaning of the text. Try to get & viduals named. Who would think of
know how to study. clear and cmnprohensiveknovlodgo the reading & lengthy letter from a pastor or

WE SHOULD STUDY HOW TO STUDY.
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loving friend containing valuable in-
formation and important counsels in
fragmentary snatches with intervals of
forgetfulness 1 How difficult it would be
to get the connections and to fully
understand the main purpose of the
letter if we adopted so foolish a course !
Read the Epistles through at a sitting
and see what new meanings will flash
forth from the apostolic writings, The
same is true of the books of the Old
Testament. Many of them are locked
treasure houses because so few of us
have found the key with which to unlock
them—that is the central idea or truth
taught in each. Find it out and mark
it 3own above the title of the book in
your Bible, For instance, Genesis is
the book of beginnings or of man’s
failure ; Exodus is the book of Redemp-
tion ; Leviticus is the book of sacrifices
and priesthood ; Numbers is the book of
wilderness-wandering, ete.

. STUDY THE BIBLE FREQUENTLY.

Do not read it only in the morning
when you are half awake, und at night
when you are fagged and dozing, as a
sort of salve to your conscience. Have
your regular times for study, but besides
this you can snatch many leisure mo-
ments — moments that are sometimes
worse than wasted. The action of the
Ethiopian eunuch, whom Philip found
to be so willing a listener, is both a
vigorous rebuke and a noble example
to many more highly favored ones.
Though travelling with a large retinue
and a man of high position, he was not
above reading the Word of God in his
chariot in a most absorbed manner, Few
of us have ever been seen reading our
Bibles when travelling in a general
passenger car or the more private Pull-
man car. When I exhort all to study
the Bible frequently I fancy I hear
someone retort, “I have no time for
such study” Did you ever say that
about _eating or sleeping? You should
treat Bible study as a necessity to your
spiritual life and find time for it. The
actual fact is, God has given you plenty
of time for this and you have employed
it otherwise. The newspaper, the novel
and other things have too often crowded
out the Bible,

God has a right to claim your best,
your freshest hours for Bibie study;
these will most likely be the early hours
of the day. Like the gathered manna in
the wilderness which had to be collected
before the dew was off, Bible truth
gleaned in the morning hours seems to
be the most impressive and to be most
easily worked into the life. Take half
an hour before breakfast each day and
your knowledge of the Bible will be
greatly increased and your life will be
2 1 S amd " d i

Never read yourr Bible in a hurry or you
will miss much of its teacMing and
inspiration.

STUDY THE BIBLE TOPICALLY.

Many people prosecute their study of
the Bible, if -ucg it can he called, in a
most desultory manner. They scarcely
ever try to get a connected idea of the
harmonized teaching of the Bible on any
particular subject. The Bible will have
new attractiveness if you study it topic-
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ally. Take some important topic, and
by means of a Scripture index or con-
cordance use it as an intellectual magnet
to gather out from all parts of the Serip-
tures all that is taught on that particular
subject. Try it with such subjects as
Love, Joy, Peace, Assurance, Promises
and Prophecies, Justification, Sanctifi
tion, the Types and Shadows of Christ.
ete. It is interesting to follow up some
word studies, such as *The Blesseds,”
“Believe,” * Precious,” *1In Christ,”
“The Fear of the Lord,” etc. The study
of topics might be made more interesting
by suiting them to the times and seasons,
for instance, the Resurrection at Easter,
ete.

STUDY THE BIBLE BIOGRAPHICALLY.

What wonderful life stories are found
in the Bible, and what great truths can
be learned from these object lessons of
human lives! We should all study the
four lives of Christ to get the historical
perspective of the authors and to see the
ever increasing beauty of His character.
Pick out from the Gospels, Acts and
Epistles the lives of Peter, John, Paul,
and see what light the life will throw on
the writings, for each of them incarnated
at least some of the truth of which he
wrote. Study the lives of the Old Testa-
ment worthies—Abraham, the friend of
God and the father of the faithful ;
Isaac and Jacob, important links in the
patriarchal succession ; Joseph, a per-
sonal prophecy of the coming Saviour ;
Moses, prepared by eighty years of
Egyptian and desert training for his
forty years of mighty service; David,
the noble monarch and sweet singer of
Jewish and universal psalms. Let all
your character studies be thorough., Get
a rounded conception of the person
whose life you study. Remember the
Bible describes people as they were, with
their defects as well as their excellencies.
What pigmies we sometimes seem beside
a Daniel, an Isaiah or a Paul, and yet
what grander privileges we have !

STUDY THE BIBLE EXPERIMENTALLY.

The Bible is mainly a revelation of
God'’s nature and will, which latter in.
cludes His purposes and plans concern-
ing us. This revelation is made for
practical purposes—to mould our charac-
ter and guide our conduct. It is in-
tended, not merely for the head, but
mainly for the heart and life. Let us
not make the foolish mistake of the
Jewish rabbis and scribes who
& correct theoretical knowledge of the
Word of God, but knew little of it prac-
tically as & guide to conduct. All the
results of our Bible study should be in-
carnated in our lives, %e should digest
and thoroughly assimilate its truths into
our whole moral being. Sometimes we
need to use the Bible as a pilot uses a
chart and compass. By its aid we can
reckon our moral latitude and longitude,
mark well the safe channels and danger-
ous currents, avoid the rocks and shoals
of sin, and steer a stead , 8traight course
over the ocean of life into the safe
harbor of heaven. We sometimes need
to use the Bible as a book describing
symptoms and giving remedies. If a

rson of well-balanced mind read care.
ully a medical work, when he came to a
deseription of his disease he would say,
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“That is my disease, now let me find out
what is the cure and I will apply it at
once.” In some such way let us all read
the Bible. Such experimental reading
is not only powerful in its influence upon
our lives, but it also clarifies our vision
of truth, for God has assured us that
duing is a condition of knowing.
STUDY THE BIBLE DEVOTIONALLY.

You will miss much of the meat of
God’s Word if you neglect this method of
study. You should often sit down with
hungrysoulat the bountifullyspread table
of tne Word and feed upon its nourish-
ing truths, Do what Jeremiah did—eat
the Word, see Jer, 15:16, T verily believe
there are more underfed, starved souls
than under-fed bodies in the world, and
the trouble is that the latter are most
often starved by force of circumstances,
while the former are starved through
neglect. Masticate and digest the Word
and it will soon make your life grow
strong and useful. If you often study
the Bible in the devotional spirit, you
will be astonished how full it is of spirit-
ual truths, how it is saturated with
Christ, and how much nourishing food it
contains !

STUDY THE BIBLE AS A WORKER.

It is the sword of the Spirit, and is the
most effictive weapon to wound the
King'senemies. It is a wonderful chest
of tools for the Christian workman, and
unfurnished and unskilled workmen ought
to be as great an anomaly in the kingdom
of God as in the working world of to-day.
No true help can be given to unconverted
sinners or seeking souls, unless we know
how to apply specific passages from God's
Word to suit their personal conditions.
In this connection let us recommend the
reading of Mr. Torrey’s book on * How
to Bring Men to Jesus,”

STUDY THE BIBLE 50 AS T0 MEMORIZE IT.

A college student recently told me that
in a few months’ time he had learned and
located more than 700 verses of Seripture.
What a benefit this treasury of truth will
be to him in future years, Tt is a capital
plan to memorize motto texts for each
day. If you have any trouble remember-
ing important texts, write them out and
put them in some place where you will
often see them, say in the frame of your
looking-glass. The writing and frequent
reading will indelibly impress them upon
your memory.

MAKE PERMANENT RECORDS.

Note-books should be freely used. The
envelope plan of collecting matter, using
one for each book of Seripture, can be
worked to advantage. Bible marking
and making marginal notes are the best
methods of preserving the results of your
study, but they should be done with great
care and neatness. To any one who
wishes to learn the best methods of Bible
marking, I would recommend Mrs, Men-
zies' books on “ Bible Marking,” and
Moody’s ““ Notes from my Bible.”

If these practical suggestions are car.
ried out wonderful results will follow,
and a new race of Christians will grow
up to bless men and honor God with a
type of Christianity that will be sturdier,
more intelligent and more thoroughly
practical.

Orillia, Ont,
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ALLIES IN THE REVIVAL.

The young people are an available re-
source, Within your reach are those
who will become, if they are depended
upon, your most faithful allies in the
work of revival. Give them something
to do. Assign to each a special duty, an
hold the young people responsible for
their share. There is scarcely one in the
Church who may not in some way be
made effective in increasing the interest
and bringing conviction to the people.—
Rev. F. A. Hardin.

THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHERS.

We cannot go back to the social con-
ditions of our fathers, to the scattered
gettlements, * the rifle, the axe and the
saddle-bags,” but we may have their
evangelistic spirit, their love for souls,
their godly forgetfulness of self. Wemay
be true to the lofty ideals of the ministry
in our discipline, and to the sweetness
and power of personal holiness ; we can
think more of the essence of our ministry,
Jess of its accidents, We have examined
ourselves. Now let us stir up the gift of
God within us and have greater success.
— Bishop Goodsell.

REVIVAL MEETINGS.

We live in the dispensation of the
Holy Spirit. We need not pray for His
coming to our world, He is in the world
to convict of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment. In special efforts to
secure the salvation of souls that Christ
has redeemed—and He has redeemed all
souls—we can always depend upon the
divine help without which all human effort
must be vain. The career of every great
evangelist is an illustration of this fact.
The history of our own church has afforded
countless glorious demonstrations of it.
W henever a thoroughly zealous pastor has
the active co-operation of a consecrated
and believing church, the work of God in
the salvation of the unconverted will go
forward.

‘We earnestly believe in special revival
efforts and in the holding of well-planned
revival campaigns. Human nature is so
constituted that it cannot do its best on a
dead level. — Northern Christian Advocate.

LOOK AFTER THE CHILDREN.

When T was pastor of the P—— charge
the parsonage was in a little town of per-
haps 500 people. At times there was a
tendency to feel blue over the narrow-
ness of my field of labor. 1 was deeply
impressed with the thought that T ought
to do all in my power for the children
and young people of my charge. So I
called a meeting for young people—all
who desired to improve their time in
reading and other means which I might
suggest. I found myself surrounded by

some twenty or twenty-five young people.
‘We met one night a week in & little room
in our church, 1did the best I could for
them. As time passed on, I saw that I
was gaining their confidence and they
were making improvement in the studies
1 had suggested.

When | began the revival meeting
these young people came to the services,
and nearly all of them yielded their young
lives to God and were saved, Of course,
they came into the Church.

Now, after years have come and gone,
1 go back in search of them, and I am
made happy in the fact that nearly all of
those twenty or twenty-five young people
are living, faithful members of the
Church.

Two of them have entered the ministry
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. One
of the two is pastor of a ehurch which
has a membership of 1,500, and, best of
all, God is using him in bringing hun-
dreds of souls to Christ. The other is &
faithful preacher, and is ful in

Frsroary, 1901—12

what He will do when once He has re-
vealed His purpose and plan. We trust
not to a blind force, but to our all-seeing,
all-loving, unchanging Father. His arms
are now outstretched, Let the prodigal
come home |— Bishop Vincent.

THE ERA OF REVIVAL.

It can safely be said that as never be-
fore in this generation the hearts of the
people are turning with longing and ex-
pectation to heaven fora revival of reli-
gion. There are evidences that there are
“upper rooms” of waiting upon God in
importunate prayer for fitness to receive
an unusual blessing and for fitness to
spread the good tidings of the blessing
to others. Are we not in the era of &
great revival of religion ! Is it not time
now to step out into our opportunity !
Leaving behind us, as a milestone already
passed, the articles and the sermons ar-
raigning the churches for hardness and

leading men to Christ for salvatien.

Brethren of the pulpit, it will pay you
to work with the children. Don't be
afraid or ashamed to have them come to
the altar of prayer. When they come,
give them a warm welcome. When they
join the Church, have the Church shake
hands with them, Put them in the
Junior and Epworth League.

You, yourself, watch over them. They
will soon be men and women, and they
can and should be saved to the Church.
In your revivals give the children a
chance to be saved.— Rev. Robert Stephens.

ALL THINGS ARE READY.

But let us, above all things. remember
the readiness of all the forces in the
gpiritual world to act at our bidding,
under the divine economy. Don't let
us try to ““get up a revival.” Don’t try
to * bring Giod down to us,” or to “ per-
suade” God to do something for us. We
will not ask Him to cause the sun to
shine, the waters to flow, the winds to
blow, the seeds to grow. His work is
always going on. He is always ready.
His forces are unwearying in their activ-
ity. His love is quenchless, boundless,
omnipotent. It is for us to accept. The
sun is shining. Open your window !
The tide is moving. Push your boat out
into the current! The winds are blow-
ing. Hoist your sails and grasp the
rudder! The soil and the seed are ready.
Plow and plant! The forces are pressing
in upon you. Surrender to the divine
movements ! Let yourself swing into the
divine plan. Let God have His way
with you. Let no one say that the
figures here employed reduce the divine
operations to the basis of nature and of
natural forces; and that they overlook
the fact of the Divine Personality and of
His relations and activities as a Person
dealing with persons. Let us then rather
remember that God Himself is actiye in
nature, Tt is God who is steady and
uniform and to be depended upon, and
not nature apart from God. What we
call “laws” are God's *ways’—our

bl

n , let us now set the standards
in battle array out in the open, far ahead
of the slumbering tents, and let the
trumpets of the Lord sound through the
entire camp of Israel the notes of ad-
vance, and let us advance on our knees.
There is a danger right here. The Church
may now waste its time in reprimanding
itself, in telling itself why it ought to
have & revival, in doing & little scolding
and in taking a pessimistic view general-
ly. Don’t. In a word, don’t. The Church
is now beyond that point. The host is
already awake. The hour has now come
to sound the sharp, clear, confident notes
of advance. The sword of the Lord and
Gideon is out of its scabbard ; the sound
of the going is already in the tops of the
trees ; miracles of grace are already tran-
spiring. Set the churches in battle array
in the battle line. Raise the hymn * To
your knees, Oh Tsrael!” The era of the
tevival is at hand.—Central Christian
Advocate.

PREPARATIONS.

If T were a pastor about to enter a re-
vival campaign, I should send alittle note
through the mails, or, if possible, extend
a personal invitation to the young people
of my Leag ident, vice-president
and those members of the League who
seem to be the most conseorated to God,
and are leading a life of prayer and Chris-
tian activity—inviting them tomy home.
1 would have my wife prepare a_supper
(if T had a wife, and if T hadn’t T would
provide some suitable place for refresh-
ments) for the young people. Then after
the repast 1 should spend a half-hour or
an hour in earnest, personal conversation
with theseleaders in my League. I would
show them the importance of the revival.
T would impress upon them the import-
ance of fheir service in reaching the un-
converted young men and women in the
congregation. 1 would send them away
ready for revival work, feeling that a
great revival is possible, everyone anxious
for the conversion of friends and asso-
ciates. Then Ishould ask them to give up
all their social engagements, and cancel
for that time all social obligations, and

Father's ways; for He is h i
always active, always gracious. Because
of His immutability, we may be sure of

lves with all their leisure time

give
%o the work of soul-winning.—Rev. J. F.
Berry.




e A% T sl R )

Fenruary, 190113

Keep Thou the door of my lips —

From harsh and irritating word
May they be freed,

And only gentle, loving speech
From them proceed.

Keep Thou the door of my eyes,

And suffer not that they
On vanity should dwell,

Or aught that's passion to the mind
And stains as well. .

Keep Thou the door of my heart,
And make the fount of life
And feeling pure and fair—
Oh, let not passions dark and gross
Gain entrance there.
— Episcopal Recorder.

FULL SURRENDER.

Your past life has been a spiritual fail-
ure—a dead loss—simply because you
have wickedly postponed and lingered and
quenched the Spirit instead of taking a
single decided courageous step. * Follow
Me!"” Are you ready for that? Don’t
wait for a “revival,” or an inquiry meet-
ing, or anything else. The meeting you
need is a meeting with your long-neglected
Saviour on your knees, and a surrender of
your heart to Him, What He bids you
do, do it. A decisive honest start with
Jesus Christ will give you such a “ Happy
New Year” as you have never known be-
fore. 'Try it.—ZTheodore L. Cuyler, D.D.

THE ALL-SEEING EYE.

Through the whole new year before us
we are going to be under the eye of God.
The eyes of the Lord thy God are upon
thee from the beginning of the year even
unto the end of the year. Such a thought
is a warning from sin, a power in labor,
and a comfort in sorrow. The presence
of an earthly friend will put out of our
mind a temptation, or give us strength to
overcome it ; and, more than that, in the
presence of that friend, there is the joy of

panionship, and the fid and
the whole atmosphere of love, 8o is the
presence of God : it is both a glory and a
covering.—S. S. T'imes.

ADEQUATZ STRENGTH,

To those who “wait upon the Lord ”
there is always given strength adequate
to the trials of the day, and there ought
to be no anxiety as to the trials of the
morrow. ‘lhey have not already in hand
the grace that may be needed for future
duties and dangers, but they know it to
be in better keeping than their own,
and certain to be furnished precisely
when_required. Oh, the peace which a
true Christian might possess if he would
take God at his word and trust him to
make good his promises! Tt is hard to
say what could then ruffle him, or what,
at least, could permanently disturb. Day

by day his duties might be more arduous,
his temptations stronger, his trials more
severe. But he would ascertain that the
imparted strength grew at the same rate,
80 that he was always equal to the duties,
victorious over the temptations, and sus
tained under the trials, Faith ought so to
people all the future with the presence, the
guardianship, the love, and the faithful
ness of God, that the soul in her Journey-
ings and searchings should find no cause
for anxiety and no ground for fear.
Helpful Thoughts.

ONE SIDE OR THE OTHER.

Harlan Page was right, as one morning
he entered a Sunday-school, with pencil
and tablet in hand, taking the names of
the officers, teachers, and members, when
he asked of the librarian leaning against
the case : ““ Are you a friend of the Lord
Jesus Ohrist?” To this the young man
replied, *“T am afraid I must answer you,
No, not yet.” 8o the saintly man quietly
wrote his name down, saying, * Well,
then, T suppose I shall have to put you
among those who, as yet, are enemies of
the Lord Jesus.” That was his parting
word.  Surely there was no escape from
it. Our Saviour Himself announced
plainly once, *“ He that is not with me is
against me.”—C'. S. Robingon. D.D.

DARED TC WEAR HIS UNIFORM,

When Admiral Nelson was asked by
his friend Hardy to put on a cloak to
hide his stars which made him a mark
for the French sharpshooters, who were
huddled in the rigging of the man-of-war,
he answered, “ No ; in honor I got them,
in honor I will wear them, in honor I
will die with them, if need be.” And
the sun glittered on those stars, and Nel-
son became a mark for the foe.

Duty to Ohrist is the way to glory.
Let your uniform be seen. Do not fling
on the cloak of compromise, and in a
sneaking way hide the uniform that you
wear as & child of God. Let your thin
uniform be seen before men, before
angels, before devils. ““Put on Christ,”
says Paul. Let Him be your uniform,
your livery, your loadstar that will lead
you home,— Ewxchange.

CAN GOD TRUST ME?

Great emphasis is laid on the import-
ance of trusting God, This is well. Tt
cannot be too much emphasized. Tt
always affords to the Christian a strong-
hold and hiding-place. The Psalmist ex-
horts thus: *“Trust in the Lord, and do
good ; so shalt thou dwell in the land,
and verily thou shalt be fed. Commit
thy way unto the Lord; trust also in
him, and he shall bring it to pass.” For
a Christian to trust in the Lord is com-
paratively easy: in fact, it is a joy, a
great privilege, consolation. At the same
time he should ask himself the question :
“Can God trust me? Am Iso rooted
and grounded in the faith that T will be
true to Him, to His requirements, to His
truth, to His cause, un'er all circum-
stances? (an He trust me to give as
liberally as I ought to give to help on His
cause in the world ! Can He trust me to

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 45

honor Him in all my business transac-
tions? Can He trust me to reflect His
image in my life before the world, before
my wife, in the presence of my children ¥
Can He trust me to do the part of the
good Samaritan toward my unfortunate
neighbors ! Can He trust me to bear
patiently the burdens of life, rejoicing
that my name is weitten in heaven ! Can
He trust me to pray for those who de-
spitefully use me and persecute me?”
An honest testing of one's self frequently
in this way will greatly stimulate the
growth of grace in the soul.— Religious
Telescope.

THEY PICKED IT UP.

There are two kinds of people. Some
that live on the past and some that live
on the future.  You never saw a person
living on the past all the time, and al-
ways talking about the past, that did not
have a good many wrinkles on his brow.
Instead of casting all their care on Him
that careth for them, they are all the
time thinking about their troubles.
They go to a meeting, and when it is
over, they say, “ Wasn't it splendid ¢ I
enjoyed it so much; I forgot all my
cares and troubles.” They laid their
bundle down under the seat, but the
moment the  benediction was over, they
picked it up again.—D. L. Moody.

YOUR OWN CROSS THE BEST.

There is a poem called “ The Changed
Cross.” It represents a weary one who
thought that her cross was surely heavier
than those of others whom she saw about
her, and wished that she might choose
another instead of her own. She slept,
and in her dream she was led to a place
where many crosses lay, crosses of divers
shapes and sizes. There was a little one
most beauteous to behold, set in jewels
and gold. “ Ah, this I can wear with
comfort,” she said.  So she took it up, but
her weak form shook beneath it. The
jewels and the gold were beautiful, but
they were far too heavy for her. Next
she saw a lovely cross with fair flowers
entwined around its sculptured form.
Surely that was the one for her, She
lifted it, but beneath the flowers were
piercing thorns which tore her flesh. At
last, as she went on, she came to a plain
cross, without jewels, without carving,
with only a few words of love inscribed
upon it. This she took up and it proved
the best of all, the easiest to be borne,
And as she looked upon it, bathed in the
radiance that fell from heaven, she recog-
nized her own old cross. She had found
it again and it was the best of all and
lightest for her.

God knows best what cross we need to
bear, 'We do not know how heavy other
people’s crosses are. We envy someone
who is rich ; his is a golden cross set with
jewels, But we do not know how heavy
it is. Here is another whose life seems
very lovely. She bears a cross twined
with flowers. But we do not know what
sharp thorns are hidden beneath the
flowers. If we could try all the other
crosses that we think lighter than ours,
we should at last find that not one of
them suited us so well asour own.—.J. R.
Miller,
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WHAT HAVE YOU?

If you have & happy voice,

Sing, that others may rejoice :
Till it soothes the mourner’s woe,
Breathing pathos in each word.
Frozen fountains may be stirred ;
Slumbering souls may wake again
At some long-forgotten strain.

If you have a precious thought

That to you has gladness brought,
Shrine it not within your breast ;
Write it and make others blest

Oft some written thought will reach
Hearts grown loth of human speech
Hearts by faithless promise grieved,
Hearts by lying lips deceived.

1f you have a loving word,

Speak it where it can be heard.

Souls are languishing to-day

For the words that you might say

Earthly burdens sorely press,

Loving words can make them less,

And no soul can suffer loss

Thus who lifts a brother’s cross.
—Union Signal.

Action.—We make a sad mistake when
we think that Christianity is simply a
condition of peave, purity and happiness.
It may be and should be all of this, but
it is infinitely more ; it is a new life, a
life of nobler aspirations, of loftier aims
and intenser action than is ever found in
the lower spheres of science, commerce or
trade. Christianity is action intensi ied
—and intensified a thousand times. The
most important word to be found to-day
in the vocabularies of men and especially
of Christian men—and the most import-
ant word upon which we must base our
ultimate and final success is the word,
«Work.” Labor is a law as universal as
the air we breathe. From the particle
of dust at your feet to man—the last and
noblest example of God’s handiwork—
each and all bear the impress of this law.
—T. D. Southworth.

* % **

From House to House.—Even the
Apostle Paul did his great work, not in
the great congregations, but from house
to house. Professor McGiffert says of
Paul’s work in Macedonia, where his work
was so rich in fruit and in satisfaction :
«1In no other part of Paul's missionary
field do we get a clearer glimpse of the
way in which he was accustomed to bring
Christianity to the knowledge of the
Gentiles and to gather disciples from
among them. He evidently did not go
about through the cities of the province
with a flourish of trumpets, summoning
all the inhabitants to repentance and pro
claiming from the housetops the kingdom
of God ; but he sought to win converts
by direct personal contact, forming
acquaintances as opport unity offered, very
likely first of all among those of his own
trade, laboring with them for his daily
bread, and telling them his message one
by one, until he had succeeded in gather-
ing about himself a little circle which be-

came the nucleus of a church. It was
through this quiet, hand-to-hand work
that he doubtless accomplished most, and
not through public preaching, whether in
the synagogues or elsewhere.”

PR

« Take Hold and Lift.”"—There was
very sound theology on its practical side
in the negro laborer’s reply. A large
steamer was taking on its cargo, and this
man was laboring very earnestly at his
appointed work. But another man was
idling in the shade, and his comrade called
out to him, *Sam, do you expect to go to
heaven!” *Yes,” was the reply of the
idler. “ Then take a hold and lift.” The
Christian is to be rich in good works, not
in order to be saved, but because he is
saved. His salvation is to be the inspira-
tion of his work. There are too many
Christians after the pattern of Artemus
Ward’s patriotism. He was willing to
sacrifice all his wife’s relations to save the
Union. There is among many men and
women in our churches a spirit of self-
indulgence pitifully in contrast with the
whole conduct of their Master, and the
entire spirit of t'ie religion v hich they
profess, They desire to receive the benefit
of the Church, but they do not cast in
their lot with the trials, labors, and self-
sacrifices of the people of God. They come
to the church when not otherwise en-
gaged. They delight in the soothing, con
soling, uplifting, and impressing things
which flow forth so constantly from the
Church. They remind me of the Pole who
was willing to die for his country, but
who would not live in it. 'We have men
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and women who, if it became necessary,
would lay down their lives for their re-
ligious convictions, but they will not live
them. They are intelligent persons, and
they know that somebody must take this
whole business to heart. They rejoice
when they hear of anybody who does ;
but that which means work, that which
means putting one’s neck to the yoke of
the Lord, they absolutely decline.—
Preacher and Pulpit.
LR

Quiet Usefulness.—An empty wagon
makes more noise than one that car-
ries a heavy fruitage of good. The
most quiet lives are often the most
useful. Dr. John Hall once said : “ The
maelstrom attracts more motice than
the quiet fountain; a comet draws more
attention than the steady star; but
it is better to be the fountain than the
aelstrom, and star than comet, following
out the sphere and orbit of quiet useful-
ness in which God places us.”

*x

GRAND opportunities come only now
and then. A workman may “show off”
for an hour, but it is not so easy to stick
steadily at work all day long. Besides,
it is the constancy in trifles which in the
long run tells. Repeated blows of a
little hammer may be more effective than
the single downfall of the ponderous
sledge. The clock strikes at intervals ;
the ticking is momentary. We hear the
one; we do not notice the other. Yet the
hour stroke comes not if the ticking fails.
Life is made up of the constant quietly
passing moments, not of the sudden
strikes.—Gerrard F. B. Hallock.

REV. W. G. H. McALISTER, B.A.

HE subject of our sketch this month
is an  illustration of the fact that
preachers’ s ns usually turn out

well, notwithstanding the common slan-
derous impression to the contrary. r.
MeAlister is a son of R James McAlis-
ter, one of the pioneer preachers of
Ontario, who is now superannuated. He
was born in Halton county

Prominent League Workers.

After passing through the public schools
it was his rare good fortune to prepare
his matriculation under the famous Dr.
Tassie and staff, from 1875 to 1878, leav-
ing with first place in modern languages,
mathematics, English, and first in gen-
eral proficiency. He entered Victoria
University in 1878, read the Science and
Arts Courses, graduating in Arts with
honors in 1882.

Mr. MecAlister was ordained at the
(Chatham Conference in 1885, having com-
pleted his theological studies in the usual
way. Conference honors which have
come to him are Chairman of District,
Examiner, Financial Secretary, ete.

He has always been interested in the
Epworth League, and his face is a familiar
oneat League Conventions. He has filled
various positions, from private member to
District President.

At present he is pastor of the Methodist
church, Watford, in his fourth year.
His policy is to give special attention to
the young people of his congregation, and
for some time has been devoting a por-
tion of time at the Sunday morning ser-
vice to & short sermon to the boys and
girls, which has resulted in increasiny
the attendance of children at the churc
service, and developing considerable in-
terest among the older people. ~As a
preacher Mr. MeAlister is practical, in-
structive and scholarly.

His wife, Mrs, Lottie McAlister, is the
author of * Clipped Wings," a book which
has obtained a wide and deserved circu-
Iation.

e

cl
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SPGB
Practical Plans.

The Watchword

A Training Class.
says that every church should have a

training class to drill the young people
in personal work. * The pastor or some
other competent person should have
charge of the training. The trainir
topics may be substituted for the regular
devotional meeting topic, or the training
class may meet at some other time. The
training should be accompanied by prayer
and Ly personal work.”

LI

Individual Effort.—No plan, but a
person. That is what the weak society
needs. There must be at least one ener
getic, patient, persistent, tactful, undis
courageable, wholly consecrated person
Let him keep up, unceasingly, the effort
to develop activity. Action gives
strength. Let him give life to one com
mittee. That will inspire others. A per
sistent effort will obtain and get ready a
missionary library. That means strength.
Or, let him take all the members he can
and go out and sing for the sick, the
afflicted, the criminal in the jail, the
hospital, the orphans’ home. If
preacher can enlist and invigorate a
whole church, can't one person do as
much for a society I Who will go! Who
will say, “ Here am I, send me” 1— Rev.
Chas. A. Freer in Christian Endeavor

World.

one

R

Cheap Flowers.—At a recent anni
versary service in Montreal the church
was beautifully dccorated with palms,
roses, chrysanthemums, etc. Several mem-
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A prompt meeting will make a popular
meeting. Do not let the members of the
cabinet monopolize the time, Make it
rather a members’ meeting. Be brief.
The business of the business eeting
should not ordinarily consume more than
half an hour. Most young people are
busy. They have social and church
engagements not a few. If they under
stood that business will be dispatched,
and that they need not give up a whole
evening of their valuable time, you will
have little difficulty in sustaining a vigor
ous monthly meeting.—Epworth Herald
R ]

Hints on How to Lead a Mecting.

Come filled to the brim with your sub
ject. Let your words be on fire. Be
tremendously in earnest. Be on time in
opening and closing. Be perfectly natural
See that the air, light and seats are in
good condition. Keep out of the old ruts
Speak so all can hear. Don’t take others’

time. Have something to say as leader
Say it.  Don’t let persons speak or pray

too long. Don’t sing funeral hymns at a
Have plenty of Scripture,
and give its meaning. Don’t mind critics.
Don’t wear squeaky shoes. Adapt your
self to circumstances. Be guided by the
Holy Spirit. Keep to the theme, and
make others do so. Always give the best
you have. Put soul power into the ser.
vice. Never lose your grip. Select both
hymns and Scripture beforehand. Keep
your voice right to the size of the room
Sit out where the people can see you.
Don’t let cranks take part. Be master of
the situation, by the grace of God. Strike
for results when Use
your own Bible and get others to use
theirs. Don’t let organist or pianist give
a concert, with preludes, interludes, etc.
Urge brevity and brightness. Help the
weak and timid ones to take part. Have
great variety in all services. Make the
stranger welcome. If your plans don’t
work, try others. Don’t imagine
the meeting ; you are only leader under
God: Pray much before you come, while
there, and after.—Central Christian Ad
vocate.

praise service.

the iron is hot

ou are

LR

A Word Never Used.—The Clristian
Endeavor World tells of a rather striking
method to prevent active members from
simply answering “ Present,” when their
names are read at roll call. *“The Holland
Memori~l Presbyterian Society, of Phila-
delphia, has the rare distinction that not
a single one of its nearly 150 members has
used the much-abused word  Present,’ at
a consecration service during the past
five years. The new president, at his
first consecration service, announced that
all were pledged to take some active part,
that the answering to the roll-call by the
word, ‘ Pres'nt,” was not living up to
the spirit of the pledge, and that he hoped
such a questionable method of consecra
tion would be altogether discontinued in
the future. He then began calling the
roll. For a little while all went well, but
soon some one said, ¢ Present.” Without
looking up from the list of names, and
without exhibiting the least sign of dis
pleasure, the president simply paused for
what seemed to be an age, but what was
in reality not more than half a minute,
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before calling the next name, The silence
was appalling, and the thoughts of every
one were centred upon the member who
had had the temerity to use the word
This incident repeated itself three times
during the evening. At the following
monthly meeting it occurred but once,
and since that time every member who
could be present has taken a helpfully
active part
*r e

Installation of Officers. —Some of
our workers have been wondering if we
make quite enough of the setting to work
of new officers after the annual election
Very often these officers take charge of
their departments without the slightest
instruction concerning what they are ex
pected to do. Would not a short installa
tion service, conducted by the pastor, be
very helpful? A short address might be
given concerning the importance of the
positions to which they have been called,
and the kind of enthusiasm they should
exhibit, with words of encouragement
and help. The officers should then prom
ise to do their best by God’s help to fulfil
their duties ; the members of the
Society asked to help and encourage all
they can. Prayer should follow. We
would be glad to know what pastors and
leaguers think of this.

and

R

A Reminder Where it Counts.
The the Lookout
Committee to account for all absences
from consecration meetings. A Chicago
Christian Endeavor Society seeks to
minimize such absences, and so the Satur.

constitution requires

day’s mail before each consecration meet
ing brings to each absentee from the pre

vious consecration meeting the following

card from the Lookout Committee, re
minding him of the coming meeting.

Thus the work of the Lookoul Committee
becomes, not an afterthought, but a fore
thought, for the meeting.

Y.P.B.O

UNION PARK CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Dear Friexn,—The strength of our soci
oty lies in the voluntary covenant which we
have each agsumed in these words of
pledge

‘* Asan active member, I promise that each
week, unless hindered for a reason which 1
can conscientiously give my Master, Jesus
Christ, T will attend the prayer meeting, and
take some part, sside from singing, in the
service,

And of our constitution, which reads

“* 1t is expected that if any one is obliged
to be absent from the consecration meeting
he will send the reason for such absence hy
some one who attends.”

In the kindliest spirit of brotherly love, we
send you this card to remind you that we did
not hear your voice at our last consecration
meeting. . We regret your absence, and trust
you will be with us at each succeeding
meeting.

Our next consecration meeting will occur

and we hope you will be present or
send some hought to be read in response to
your name at the roll-call.
Yours in Christian Endeavor,
Tue Lookour CommITTER

Please read Deut. 23: 21 before laying

aside this card
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Well Managed.

The Canadian Methodist ¢ hurch is the
first of the Methodist denominations
which have undertaken to raise & Twen
tieth Century Thank-offering to com
plete the enterprise. The million dollars
have now been secured, and the proba
bility is that the limit will be passed
This does not mean that
any wealthior, or
those of other churches, but it is simply
the result of the superior business man
agement which has characterized the en
terprise S0 splendidly directed by Rev
Dr. Potts. The Church owes a debt of
gratitude to the Secretary of Education
for the magnificent work which he has
done to forward this great movement

our people are

more generous than

The Giddy Throng.

The New Year was ushered in, in To
ronto, by tho big bell of the City Hall
and afterward tolling
Probably five thousand
bt

striking twelve,
twenty times

people stood in front of the magnifi

structure and listened to the booming
strokes of * Big Ben.” It was remarkable
how little the throng seemed to be im
pressed with the solemnity of the occa
"The crowd was like a typical holi

sion.
day multitude. The people laughed,
joked, gossipped, and the young men and

boys blasphemed exactly as if nothing out
of the ordinary was happening. It would
have been a most appropriate way to have
closed the old year, and the passing cen-
tury, if that mass of men and women could
have been induced to join their voices in
singing * Praise God from whom all bless
ings flow,” but the light and giddy crowd
had no such thought. i

One of the greatest hindrances to per
sonal Christian work is the flippancy of
80 many young people. Tt is difficult to
induce them to give even & moment’s

1ES and cheerfulne

serious thought to concerns of the great

st importance. In our intercourse with
hem it should be our aim to influence
hem by our characters, in which should
s seen such a combination of sobriety
s will have a quiet but
inconscious effect upon their lives. We
weed to study and pray in regard to the
Jest. way of reaching the careless and
whom we are sur-

Methodism Leads.

It is really remarkable to what an ex-
tent Methodism sets the puace for the
other denominations For many years
the revival service WwAS looked upon as
a distinctively Methodist institution, and
it was opposed and ridiculed by those of
“ther communions. Now nearly all the
churches conduct re vival services under
one name another. The “ Watch
Night " has had a similar history. It is
not long since when “the paople called
Methodists ” were the only ones who saw
the old year depart, and the new one
enter, with religious exercises, but on the
night of December 31st last, there were
similar servicesin Presbyterian, Episcopa-
lian, Congregational and Baptist churclies
all over the world. The Twentieth Cen
tury Thanksgiving Fund originated with
Methodism, and half a dozen denomina-
tions at once adopted it. The fact that
our Church thus leads in spiritual move
ments and church enterprises should not
develop denominational pride, but rather
gratitude to God, that he has so honored
us. We should be careful where we
lead when our footsteps are so likely to
be followed.

X

2 They All Went.

A party of tourists, whom chance had
made acquainted with one another on a
geveral days’ trip down the St. Lawrence
Jast summer, were detained ove Sunday
by force of circumstances in a small town
in the Lower Provinces There were in
the party two Presbyterians, one Episco-
palian, a Roman Catholic gentleman and
his wife, and a Methodist. In the morn-
ing three of the number attended the
church of their religious preference, while
the others hired a rig and went together
In the evening it was a sub-

for a drive

ject for discussion after tea, how the time
Should they go any-
One of the
Presbyterians and the Methodist at once
announced, in the same breath, their in-
to the same
the other Presby-
terian said he thought perhaps he might
As this would have
broken the congenial party in two the
Episcopalian went over to the side of the

was to be spent.

where? And if so, where!

tention of going together
Presbyterian church ;

as well go with them.

church-going trio, and then the two Ro
manists decided to do the same.

as, one by one, they filed into a pew, O

of the firm stand taken by two of them,
which had resulted in the united act of

Little
thought the preacher of the evening
(whose discourse, by the way, well repaid
their efforts to be present) of the widely
divergent religious denominations repre-
sented in that little party of strangers,
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all. Such is the power of influence.
Would that it were always as successfully
exercised on the side of right !

+ Accepting the Inevitable.

A Toronto gentleman told us, the
other day, of his little grand-daughter
about four years of age, who was playing
with the cat and amusing herself by
pulling its tail. Her mother warned her,
if this was continued, the cat would be
taken from her. The warning was un
heeded, and the threatened punishment
was meted out by removing the pussy to
another room. Instead of crying as was
expected, the little miss simply straight
ened herself up and remarked, “Oh, well,
I guess I have had enough cat anyhow.”
This youngster was a philosopher. 1t
would be well for us all if we could accept
the inevitable with as good & grf
Repining over what cannot be is a poor

oceupation

—

A Contributing Agency.

We understand that a gentleman made
tRe remark, not long ago, that he “had
never known a conversion in an Epworth
That might be said truthfully
without very serious charge
against the League. The Young People’s
Society very often contributes largely to
the revival, and indirectly is the means of

League.”
being a

bringing many unconverted persons to
Christ. At our conventions it is a com

mon thing to hear pastors say that the
mombers of the Epworth League were
the most active workers in theevangelistic
campaign. As 8 matter of fact, however,
we know many Leagues which have had
conversions in their regular meetings. No
doubt more would be seen if we expected
and worked for them more earnestly.

r
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The Forward Movement,

** Speak unto the children of Israel that they
&o forward.”

There are several * Forward Move-
ments” in Methodism, but the one in
which Epworth Leaguers are es cially
interested in just now is the * l'!:rwa.rd
Movement in Bible Study and Evange-
listic Work,” which is to be inaugurated
on the first day of February,

ITS HISTORY.

This movement originated five years
ago, in the Hamilton Conference. Special
attention was given for two years to the
study of the Acts of the Apostles as a
preparation for evangelistic work. The
success which followed the plan in this
Conference was such as to induce the
General Epworth League Board to en-
dorse and recommend it for adoption by
all our Leagues. For the third year the
gospel of St. John was selected for study,
and this was followed by readings in the
Psalms.  From reports presented at con-
ventions and elsewhere the movement has
been a source of blessing to our young
people, and a great stimulus to aggres-
sive Christian work,

THE OBJECT.

The object is to deepen the spiritual
life of young and old by the simultaneous
and prayerful reading of the scriptures,
and thus prepare them for evangelistic
effort. During this Conference year
especially, when our Church has been

| to an extraordinary paig

for souls, it is important that every means
should be used to arouse the energies of
the whole Church. The Epworth League
should be in the very fore-front of the
battle. It was organized “to save
souls,” and if it lags behind in an enter-
prise of this kind it will be unworthy of
its;name and of its glorious record.

BIBLE STUDY.

The first feature of the movement is a
month of reading and study of God's
word, starting this year on the first of
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work most remarkable and helpful.” The
regular price of this book is 90 cents, but
special arrangements have been made by
which it will be sent to Epworth Leaguers
for 75 cents, post-paid, by our Book Room,
We trust that many of our young people
will purchase it. It will help to create
interest in the Bible study to have some
portion of these Epistles taken up at the
weekly services of the League, and alsoat
the regular prayer-meeting during the
month of February.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SUNDAY.

The first Sunday in March has been
set apart for the inauguration of the
Evangelistic features of the enterprise,
This is intended to be a day of prayer, of
praise, of testimony, and of soulful effort
to bring the unsaved to Christ. A sun-
rise prayer-meeting should commence the
excrcises of the day, to be followed by
practical and stirring sermons to young
people, with a mass-meeting in the after-
noon, and closing with a live evangelistic
service. In many places it could be made
a Decision or Consecration Day with good
results. Plan for this day, pray about it,
and prepare for it, Commence to an-
nounce it four weeks ahead and develop
the spirit of expectation among the people.

THE EVANGELISTIC SERVICES,

It is intended to follow this special day
with at least one week of earnest Evan-
gelistic Services, under the auspices of
the League. The campaign will be in
charge of pastors and League officers, and
should be carried on as far as possible by
local talent. One of its objects is to de-
velop and train our own workers. Let
all be urged to take some part in the
meetings by song, testimony, prayer or
exhortation. To get the best results from
these services much personal work should
be done by the active members of the
League. 'They should see their uncon-
verted friends and ask them to attend.
They should cast away all car of man,
and honestly and candidly speak to the
unsaved of their acquaintance, seeking to
win them to Christ. Very special efforts

February. The portions selected are the ghould be made, during this week, to lead
Epistl the R s, Ephesi and  the i bers to give themselves
Colossians, a chapter to be read each day.  to God,

In commencing each epistle, it will be a
good plan to read it cﬁmugh at once to
obtain a general idea of its meaning, and
then take up the study of individual
chapters day by day. The hints and sug-
gestions on Bible Study by Rev. R. N.
Burns, published in another column of
this issue, will be found very helpful, Tt
would be a good plan to have this article
read in the League at the first meeting
in the month of February. To those who
desire to obtain the best vesults from this
Bible study, we would recommend *The
Epistles of Paul the Apostle,” by Rev. G.
C. Findlay, B.A., which will greatly help
to an intelligent appreciation of these re-
markable writings.  Rev. Dr. Griffith, of
the Montreal Conference, in writing of
this book, says: “For aid in the study
of 8t. Pdul’s Epistles, I have found noth-
ing 8o helpful as the work of Rev. G. C.
Findlay. His description of the condition
and needs of the churches, his diserimina-
tion in the style, tone and contents of the
Epistles Andy his vivid pictures of the

Apostle at his work, combine to make the

An oceasion of this kind is a precious
opportunity too valuable to be lost. Let
us seek to get out of it every possible good
for the League and the Church. We trust
that the week of special services will be
generally observed, Even in places where
a revival took place last fall, it will be a
blessing to have a few extra evenings for
work of this kind. The harvest traly is
plenteous.  Multitudes of unconverted
people are all around our churches. It
will be a shame if we allow this year to
close without an unusual effort to reach
them with the Gospel.

LEADERSHIP,

It should be distinctly understood that
while this movement is under the auspices
of the ue, the pastor of the church is
the roooI:\?md lsur::. About the only
objection to the scheme that we have
heard is that it tends to take the evan.
gelistic work out of the hands of the pas-
tor. We fail to see how this can be,
when the whole movement is under the
direction of an organization of which the
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pastor is the chief officer. How can a
society do anything in antagonism to its
general-in-chief 1 The Superintendent of
the Circuit, is at the head of the League,
as he is of all other departments of the
Church, and nothing should be under-
taken without his counsel and co-opera-
tion. In most cases the pastors will be
only too glad of the opportunity of lead-
ing their young people in a campaign
of this kind. In  those exceptional
instances where the pastor is not in
sympathy with the movement, it had
better not be taken up at all. The action
of the General Board in this matter is
simply a recommendation to Leagues and
pastors, but the benefits are so great that
it is believed that there will be practical
unanimity in taking hold of this work.

UNITY OF ACTION.

It should be made perfectly plain that
both old and young are expected to join
in the Bible study and evangelistic ser-
vices. If success is to be achieved there
must be unity of effort. It is some.
times complained that there isa tendency
for lines of division to be created between
the young people and the old, in the
Church. This is a favorable opportunity
to strike a blow at this tendency if it
exists in any localities, Let the senior
members of all our congregations join with
the leequers in reading the scriptures
together and then unite with them joy-
ously and energetically in the services,

Much will depend<tipon the announce-
ments that are made.  Let pastors and
League Presidents take a little time to
make all the particulars perfectly plain,
In many places handbills could be used
to good advantage.

REPORT RESULTS,

Corresponding secretaries should not
fail to report results to the Epwonrn Ena,
Guardian, ete. To know that souls are
being saved in any one place always
stimulates to effort in other localities,
There are some reports of revivals in our
Church, but there ought to be hundreds
more. Now let us take hold of the
“ Forward Movement in Bible Study and
Evangelistic Work ” with unanimity,
earnestness and enthusiasm, and it will
be a glorious success

Tuere must be a kink soniwhere in
the minds of the excellent people who
have argued so vehemently in favor of
the theory that we have been in the
twentieth century for the past year. It
is a cause for gratitude that the contro-
versy is over for another hundred years,
when very likely it will be revived and
the same childish arguments advanced,

Ld

O the train the other day a gentle-
man made the statement that there were
600,000 families in this country that do
not take a religious paper of any kind,
We have no method of verifying this
estimate, but very likely it is quite cor-
rect. There are probabiy 100,000 Meth-
odist families in C-nu},a who are not
subscribers to any Christian journal.
There is room, for improvement ‘“along
this line,” as’ the convention speaker
would put it.
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less telegraphy, friction matches, coal-oil,
R = | ry

Prominent People.

Mg, Ina D. SANKEY proposes to open a
school for the training u}) soloists to become
evangelistic singers.

Rev. W, ARTHUR, the famous Wesleyan
divine, is still ver) ill in the South of
France, and his life been despaired of.

Mgs. Mary A. LIVERMORE passed her
eightieth year mark last month, The

"O.T.U. of Melrose, Mass., gave a recep-
tion in her honor.

Tae young Canadian soldier, Mulloy, who
Jost his sight while serving inSouth Africa, will
study for the ministr in the Baptist Church.
He left College to enlist, and though serious-
ly handicapped by the loss of sight, he is tak-
ing up his work cheerfully and with deter-
mination. He will, doubtless, succeed.

Just as this number was about finished
and ready for the press, the news arrived
that the Queen had sassed away. There is
nothing to regret in her death, for she had
filled out the full measure of her days, and
left behind her the record of a inl fe

ral people, devoting their lives to re-
s contemplation,” says Mr. Churchill,
“'the Boers have the most modern and im-
prnved guns in the world and all the armies
in Europe are now busy copying the military
equipment of a peoj Jle that never meant to
harm anybody.” The audience was sym-
pathetic when the lecturer descri his
escape from the State Model School at Pre-
toria, where the British prisoners were con-
fined. He confessed it was much like the
adventures of the hero of a thrilling melo-
drama. When he returned to Pretoria it
was to see the Union Jack hoisted above the
the state-house. ** And, itisher that I
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ys, the p! the kineto-
scope, ether, chloroform, cocaine, the canning
industry and cold storage, oleomargarine,
barbed-wire fences, Bessemer steel, driven
wells, nitro-glycerine, the circular saw, India
rubber, patent medicines, antiseptic surgery,
steel houses and bridges. This does not

plete the list of ni th-century pro-
ducts, but it is extensive enough to make
clear that, by the side of it, there is little
that is comparable with it.—Prof. A. E.
Dolbear.

Tue nineteenth century was beyond all

nd,

am,” said Mr. Churchill, ** T would not wish
to see that flag stay there unless it meant in
South Africa free overnment, justice and
common law.” The lecture was intermingled
with praise for the Boers as & people,and the
u;:enker closed with the hope that the end of
the present conflict would be the binding
together of the two races «+ on whose friendly
co-operation the future of South Africa de-
pends.”

Tue Midland Christian Advocate says of

Her reign has been the most glorious in the
annals of British history. Fuller reference
must be reserved until next month, It will
take some little time to become accustomed
to the title, ** King Edward viL"

«Mixster  Conger  told me,” writes
Bishop Moore, from China, ‘‘that in the
siege at Pekin, the only man who utterly
bioke down, snd helplessly despaired, was
the French minister, an avowed and boastful
atheist.” What else but despair was left to
an atheistat a time like that ! Faith in a
supernatural power alone could sustain under
such circumstances. This faith is more
than a theory of theologians. 1t is a work-
ing principle for every-day life.

A xew story of Francis Parkman, the
historian, shows that he had a keen sense of
justice, A friend met him walking one day
along the street, leading two street boys.
He had a firm grip on their coat collars.
« What in the world are you doing, Park-
man!" asked his friend. “1 found that
Johnny here had eaten all of the apple in-
stead of dividing with his little brother.

am going to bu another for the younger
boy, and make olnny watch him while he
eats it.”

Bisnor Wiuiam X. NiNoe died at his
home in Detroit, on January 2nd. He was
for sevoral years President of the Epworth
L«qﬁ:w of the M. E. Church, and responded
to the address of welcome at the Toronto
International Convention of 1807, on behalf
of his Church. The Michigan Christian
Advocate pays this tribute to him: *‘He
worked hard to the very last, responding a8
readily to ealls from the poorest sections of
the State and from out-of-the-way country
charges, to dedicate churches, preach and
deliver addresses as he did to the many sum-
mons he received from rich churches and
famous cities. His life was & rounded period

of eminent and useful service. The good
that he did will live long after him in frag-
rant jes and hallowed infl The

evil had no manifestation either in his char-
acter or conduct. A white soul has taken
its place near the shining throne.”

Mg. WINsTON SPENCER CHURCHILL'S lec-
ture at Central Music Hall, Chicago, Jan.
10, on “The Boer war as 1 saw it,” was
much interrupted with applause. The first
picture shown to illustrate the lecture was,
as Mr. Churchill expressed it, of **a typical
Boer soldier,” General Joubert. A man in
the gallery hurrahed for the Boers and the
cry was taken up by a large part of the audi-
ence, but the cheers were inwrmin%od with
hisses. Hearing the hisses, Mr. Churchill
aid : **Don't hiss, There is one of the
heroes of history. The man in the gallery
is right.”” An amusing description Was given
of the armament of the Boer army “Fora

the Canad who have recently
been laboring in Minneapolis : ** There has
been nothing accidental about the success of
Crossley and Hunter, the evangelists, for
nearly twenty years. arked success in
such & work means marked fitness for the
work. Crossley's sermons, often running
into song, are addressed to the sense of
religious need of ordinary people and not
above their heads. It is doubtful if more
brilliant efforts would get as many converts.
They are both vivacious and serious by
turns but do not tire people with their solem-
nities. In the after nwalila Hunter is per-
sistent but not wearisome, After oft-repeated
nﬁpenll, without response, on evenings when
the tide seems adverse, still his voice rings
out in hopeful challenge and defeat is turned
into victory. 1f Gabriel should sound the
last trump Hunter would still want another
chance at sinners.

The Nineteenth Century.
Eowarp Evererr HALE saZ ) it has been
« & century of analysis and revelation which
has reduced the size of the world and the
width of the oceans ; a century of federation
and brotherly love, which has bound men
closer and closer together.”

SumreLy no other century, not all the
Christian i bined, ever wi d
the opening of so many doors that the work
of the Lord might be undertaken, that the

Word of the Lord might far and wide be ﬁm.
claimed in the ears of the perishing.— Rev.
D. L. Leonard, D.D.

Tug nineteenth century has been re-emi-
nently distinguished for its zeal and success
in the circulation of the scriptures. What-
ever other moral, religious, or phi!nnihropic

on

|uestion the great t century in the world’s
history. The travail of all the many pre-
ceding ages has given birth to a splendor of
achievement that is simply marvellous, Even
et it is impossible sometimes not to ask
‘one’s self this (wution. “Do I wake, or am
1 dreaming 1" Wide-awake weate, of course,
because no dreamer could ever, even by so
much asa hundredth part, have dreamed that
ible which already has come to pass. 1t
been a great world revolution, in which
fact has exceeded fiction, and romance has
been more sober than history.— Rev. J.
Chagfee, D.D.

The Twentieth Century.

Oxe may feel reasonably certain that the
recorder at the end of the twentieth century
will have a goodly list of additions to science
and the arts of life to present as its achieve-
ments. The nineteenth has set all coming

ies an ple, and laid f d
that will not be overturned.— Prof. 4. E.
Dolbear.

1 prepicr that the coming century will be
noted for greater economy in Christian
work. Consolidation has become one of the
ignificant facts of ial enterprise.
"Mhere is in this, if nothing else, o means of
E\w\ter economy. We must learn to do

usiness as the business man does. He

imi every y ¥
Justice Brewer.

Tur mightiest of all the past centuries is
gone, but the mightiest of all the future
centuries may be opening. e can know
what is before the worl within the next
one hundred years ! Invention and dis-
covery have characterized the nineteenth
century, but perhaps advancing truth and
moral progress will more particularly char-
acterize the twentieth,—Dr. J. H. Potts.

Durine the twentieth century trains will
run two miles a minute, normally ; express
traing 150 miles an hour. To go from New
York to San Francisco will take a day and a
night hL fast express. Cars wi{l, like
houses, artificially cooled,  Along the
railroads there will be no smoke, no cinders,
because coal will neither be carried nor
burned. There will be no stops for water.
— Epworth Herald.

work may have been done rests

this basis. 1f the age has been fruitful in an
extraordinary d in reforms, evangelistic
enterprises and umanitarian labors, it has
found the source and fountain of these in the
Bible, which has been published, translated
into hundreds of dialects and tongues, and
scattered through the world at a rate which
throws all preceding work of the kind into
the shade.— Dr. Jesse Bowman Young.

'aki from us the work of the nineteenth
century in mechanism, and civilization would
be brought to a stand, We should lose the
locomotive, the steamship, the bicycle, the

bile, the mowing-machine and reaper
and harvester, the sewing-machine and knit-
ting-machine, the cylinder printing-press and
the typewriter, the cotton-gin and cotton and
woollen mills, the elevator and the s -
drill, ph hy and lith h, e

Tuae tieth century church member, if
a man, will be as punctusl at revival service
or at prayer meeting as at his business en-
ments, and, if & woman, she will be as
evoted to the cause of Christ as to her
domestic or social duties, and when Chris-
tians shall promote religion from the fourth
or fifth place to the first place in their lives
it will rise 100 per cent. in the estimation of
the world, and nothing shall withstand the
progress of the Gospel.—Rev. E. R. Dille.

Tup first quarter of the coming century
will probably see as great wonders as the
last twenty-five years of the nineteenth cen-
tury have seen. Inventions which add to
the comfort of mankind, and which will

lace many of the so-called luxuries of to-

y in the possession of all, will be more

for inventi ities are as

Laca bt st

elmm:- et, the galvanic ‘attery, the
dynamo, electric lights and motors, electric
il legraph ph and wire-

y P

as the imagi of man, and
past inventions are often but the tools
placed in our hands for attacking unsolved
problems. —Hon. Chas. H. Duell.
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Every servant of Christ who has witness.
ed the dawn of the twentieth century should,
on bended knee and with new consecration
of heart and life, praise the Lord for that
inestimable privilege. It is to be a century
of culminati

Methodist Chat.

THERE are eight Mmodint. State Govern-
ors in the United States,

Tae Methodists of New Haven, Conn.,

g tri hs for the kingdom of
God on earth. While the forces of evil are
everywhere active, and in many respects
more powerful and defiant than in any pre-
ceding century, the forces for good were
never so well organized and ive, and
never in the history of the world was their
success so assuredly manifest, — Bishop
Hartzell.

Christian Endeavor Notes,

Tie associate members who have become
actives in England, Scotland and Ireland
during the past three years would fill St.
Paul’s Cathedral seven times,

have paid the debts on all their churches,

Bisror CraxsToN gives the Methodists of
the North-West the practical advice to ** off
with the brakes, on with the steam.” It is
quite suitable for this side of the line, too.

Di. Marous Dobs, the famous Edinburgh
theological profi , di ing in the Lon-
don Bookman Snell's late “Life of John
Wesley,” sayn : * Than Wesley no man more
obviously merits the title of * epoch-maker,

Mernonism can ill afford to lose a man
like Rev. Dr. Cadman, of New York, who
accepted a call to the Central Congrega-
tional C{umh. of Brooklyn. The only com-
fort in the transfer is” that considerable
Methodist fire and devotion will be infused

Tae M li Tal le, London,
Eng., will hold 3,000 people. The Chris.
tian Endeavorers who have Eowme members
of the churches during the last three years
in Great Britain would fill ten such build-
ings.

‘' SreAKERS should watch the clock ; the
audience watches the speakers,” are two
witty suggestions found on the programme
of the British Columbia Christian Endeavor
Convention.

THE next International Christisn En-
deavor Convention of 1901 will be held in
Cincinnati, 0., provided satisfactory rail-
road rates and local arrangements are made.

Tue first Christian Endeavor Society out-
side of the United States was founded in
Foochow, China, in March, 1885, Now, in
the Province of Fukien alone, of which Foo-
<how is a part, there are over fifty societies,
with a membership of nearly 2,500.

ONE interesting feature of Christian En.
deavor's twentieth birthday celebration,
Portland, Maine, will be the lacing of a
handsome bronze tablet on Williston church

into Congregationalism.

SoMe time ago the Wesleyan Methodists
d a series of pe issi

in large centres, by means of which it was
hoped to solve the problem : ** How to get
non-churchgoers to the house of God.” So
far this new departure has proved to be an
ungualified success. There are three or four
in London ; one in Birmingham ; in Leeds,
an old central chapel, whicﬁ was practically
empty, is now regularly crowded with an
sudience of two thousand persons; and in
Manchester, it is estimated that more than
six thousand people are reached every Sun-
day evening thugh the mission. The ser-
vices hardly differ at all from the ordinary
pattern, save that they are much brighter,
and there is nothing stereotyped about their
form. Hymn sheets are provided instead of
hymn books, and direct conversions are
aimed at.

Tributes to the Queen.

Her reign was the most illustrious in the
annals of the world, while her womanly
h won the kind, —

to mark Endeavor’s birthplace. S in
all parts of the world have contributed small
amounts for the tablet.

Four muNprep Christian Endeavor pins
were ordered bfv the Prison Committee of
the Fentucky Union as Christmas gifts for
the prison Endeavorers. Extensive pre
tions were made to give the convicts in all the
Kentucky prisons a share of the Christmas
cheer. ie  Endeavorers throughout the
State contributed to this end.

IN response to a question as to whether
the Christian Endeavor Society was gaining
or losing. Rev. C. M. Sheldon said : ** Gain.
ing, being modified for the better by taking
up practical work rather than centring its
time and enthusiasm on the prayer-meeting.
This is to be the salvation of the Chrisvian
Endeavor, and as for the criticisms upon it,
I have never found a minister who gave time
and h to Ch End who did

of
Senator Jonathan P Dolliver, of Towa,

THERE have been many greater monarchs
than Victoria, but there never has been one
more richly endowed with the qualities that
win a people’s affection.—N. Y. Journal,

1 BELIEVE that no throne since the throne
of David and the throne of Hezekiah and the
throne of Esther has been in such constant
touch with the throne of heaven as the throne
of Victoria,—Dr. Talmage.

Her Masesty to the end was a womanly
woman. She had all the strength of Eliza-
beth, without her vices. She had Mary's
purity of conduct, and a disposition more
gentle.— Archbishop O' Brien.

Tue noblest of women, the best beloved
and most honored of sovereigns, the tender-
est and most loving of wives and mothers,
she leaves a memory to be revered and an

not owe Augoud deal to it.”

Tae Memorial Tablet, to be unveiled in
Williston Church, Portland, on Sunday,
February 4th, contains the following inscrip-
tion : **In connection with this church, Rev.
Francis Clark, at that time its pastor, estab-
lished on February 2nd, 1881, the first society
of Christian Endeavor. From this spot the
society has spread with marvellous ra idity
under the providence of God, and now bgm
the Church in every land. Christian En-
deavorers of America, Europe, Africa, Asia
and Australia, on the twentieth Annive
of the founding of the society, February 2nd,
1901, have joined to erect this tablet, in
honor of Christian Endeavor, and in loyalty
to their motto, ‘For Christ and the Church,'”

ple to be foll d.—Sir Augustus Hem-
ming, Governor of Jamaica.

Her monument is already built. More cost-
ly than chrysolite, exceedingly magnificent,
it has sprung up in a aight, more enduring
than granite or bronze. Sacred to her mem-
ory forever, high and low, rich and poor, one
with another of the subjects of Victoria
have built her monument in their hearts,—
London Chronicle.

VicTorIA was the most beautiful queen
England has had in her long line of queens,
Her people looked upon her as the mother
of the nation. Nothing finer can be said of
the Queen than was said by Tennyson when
he dedicated his poem to his royal mistress at
the time he was appointed Poet Laureate, —
Thomas Bailey Aldrich,
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No oruer death could have excited so
general a sorrow. There are persons in
every nation other than Great Britain whose
death would more profoundly move the peo-
ple of that nation, but Queen Victoria's
death will bring real sadness to the hearts of
more men and women than any other,—
Eex-President Benj. Harvison.

We will leave her greatness to the un.
erring judgment of time, and treasure her
ess as & precious recollection of our
own. The future will analyze her holicy as
a ruler, and compare her critiuhy with
Elizabeth. By her subjects of to-day her
memory will cherished more nearly as
that of a gentle lady who loved them. And
, good-by, dear Queen. — Daily Eaxpress,
London,

BeLis are tolling throughout an empire
which reaches from the rising of the sun to
the going down thereof, and they who listen
feel u sense of personal bereavement. The
beople who were glad to owe alleginnce to
i{er Majesty are mourning ; but they do not
mourn alone, for the whole civilized world
offers its heartfelt sympathy to a royal
family who have lost a mother, and to a
nation which has lost a Queen.— New Yok
Herald,

QUEEN VICTORIA, a8 & woman, has been
always self sacrificing and conservative, al-
ways working for the welfare of her people
and treating them as her children rather
than as her subjects. As a wife she was
extremely devoted, never leavin, anything
undone toward helping her hunfmnd. As
a mother she was very watchful and loving
to her children, and it was always her aim
to teach them that it was their Lﬂlty to live
an honest and upright life, and whether at
home or abroad always saw that they lived
up to her teachings. “Not only her children,
but her gmmlchilfren. were always instructed
to call her mother and grandmother, and at
such times as she had them about her they
were always well known to have respected
her wishes.— Mys, Mary A. Livermore,

Deaconess Work,

Tue deaconesses of the New York Home
have made 27,444 calls during the past year.

LurneraN deaconesses in America have
four hospitals, in which last year they cared
for 1,385 patients,

Ouio Methodism has a great deaconess
hospital, one of the largest deaconess homes
of the Church, a prosperous old folks home,
and now it is moving for a deaconess or-
phanage.

Tue free kindergartens under the direc-
tion of the deaconesses of Cincinnati are
flourishing. The kindergarten being carried
on in the home is said to be the most beauti-
fully housed of any in the city,

Tur Toronto Deaconess Home has a spe-
cial worker in Fred Victor Mission, known as
the children’s deaconess, and another a
trained wurse, who devotes her whole time
to the care of the sick in connection with
the mission.

A Nursk deaconess sometimes makes her
home temporarily with the family in which
she ministers. Not only does she nurse the
sick, but she darns stockings, washes clothes,
rocks cradles and cooks. She merges her
identity in the well-being of those she comes
to love and those who love her, She knits
the family to the Church, the pastor and to
God.  Her continued visits, even after pros-
perity returns, strengthen the bond and
complete her work. What can measure the
strength of these influences, the value of
this lift of & whole family toward God and
heaven 7
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Africa.

BY REV. J. W. SAUNBY, B.A.

This wonderful continent, with its area of
11,500,000 square miles, and its population
estimated at 200,000,000, is destined to be a
diadem in the crown of Him *‘unto whom
every knee shall bow.” The day of Africa’s
redemption is already dawning. The changes
that have occurred during the past one
hundred years indicate at least mmuthin,i of
the grand purpose God has for her and her
suffering ]:ouplu.

From 1792 to 1852 she was little known.
Africa was going through her period of
ignorance and preparation. But 1798 saw
the heralds of the Cross entering Cape
Colony. Within ten years the frontier is
passed, and by 1818 the work is pushed over
into Madagascar, Moffat came as the fore-

is faith in the divine romises, that it has
been said **in twunty»gve years Gallaland,
Somatra, Sahara and Soudan will be mastered,
and can be not Christianized but —evan-
elized.” The late successes of the Anglo-

ptian army is indicative of one way in
which the wuri will be done, but there must
be greater response on the part of the
Christian Church to Ethio in stretching out
her hands, before the worl of **evangeliza-
tion” ean be accomplished. Northern Africa,
with its population of not Jess than 25,000,000
Mohammedans and oélx two hundred mis-
sionaries ; the great ara Desert with its
two and a half-million people and no mis-
sionary ; West Africa and the Soudan wilg

opalicr sl

Frsruary, 1901—20

Mount Elgin Industrial Institute.
BY (:HABI:H—;I, BISHOP.

The incoming of the twentieth century
marks the beginning of the second half cen-
tury of the existence of this institution. The
passing of the old century leads us to review
the fifty years of its history, to gather some
of the results of its influence upon the many
Indian youth who have puns through its
training.

A general result, which may rightly be
claimed for the work of the institution, can
be seen in & look at the reserves to-day. The
homes of many have undergone a slow trans-

about six hund

around the coast region, but from the Niger
sources across the continent to the River
Nile, » vast region with 80,000,000 people
and no missi y, present a hat ex-
tensive field to be evangelized by the Clris-
tian Church in this generation.

The gigantic evils of slavery and the drink
traffic must be abolished if Africa is to be
saved. There are at least fifty millions of
slaves in Africa at present. Under the Arab
slave trader *‘never less than fifteen caravans,
which bring out ten thousand captives alive
to tell the tale, cross the desert every ymr.;

i 1 th

runner of g and Liv
brought Stanley, 1871—a wonderful succes-
sion of apostles carrying Truth and Life.
The period from 1852 to 1877 is one of dis-
covery. The great lakes and the Nile, Lake
Tehad and the Central Soudan, with all its
needy races, are brought to the knowledge
of the world. Meanwhile the evangelical
churches were sending out their missionaries,
and from 1814 to 1876 twelve or more
societies were working in South Africa alone.
The year 1868 saw 49,213 communicants.
From 1877 to the present the work of
Africa’s gelization has been exp li
and, although the work yet to be done amid
its teeming millions seems stupendous, the
God of Eternal Truth is carrying on His
work until Africa’s naked barbarity gives
Jace to the white robe of righteousness.
Livingnwne's death at Ulala electrified the
Christian Church. _Stanley crosses the
country, descends the great Congo River
and opens up the interior of the ** Dark
Continent” to the gaze of the world.
Christian societies are further imulated in

It is estimated that five b
deaths are annually caused by the ferocious
traflie. 1t is said that forty thousand victims
fall in the pathway of these caravans, and
+t you cannot lose your way, the way is lined
with human skulls.” Under such ravages
« where once there stood prosperous villages
and plots of cultivated 'lnnd’n, now forest
wastes remain, and only one-third of a former
g)pulntion." Well might Professor Henry
rummond call the traffic ** the heart discase
of Afriea.” While the hands of Ethiopia's
children are waiting for the bread and water
of Life **professedly Christian nations are
flooding the land with more than 10,000,000
allons of soul-destroying liquor every year.”
nder the lash of such a curse, no wonder
that & Zulu church put in its by-laws that
¢ No man shall be permitted to remain in
the church who drinks the white man's
grog.”  Under such gigantic evils truly
“ Africa is bleeding out her life-blood at
every pore.” But *‘God is not dead.” The
twentieth century will be a great crisis in

behalf of Africa for ‘*the terrible sufferings
of innocent victims of a slavery unsurp

in horror even by the ravages of cannibals
in the South Seas, or in its own impenetrable
forests, have aroused the intense sympathy
of Christian people and inspired them to
marvellous devotion and sacrifice.” By the
year 1898 the P t i in

the of Africa. By this it is
not meant that all Africa will be Christian.
Kurope has had the influence of nineteen
centuries, and Europe is not Christian, but
the next hundred years will determine the
oathway of Africa for future generations.
Now the clarion call of this modern Mace-
donia is for the Christian Church to give her

“Africanumber 250,000 equal to the numbers
of Christians in the world at the end of the
first century.

The present problems, whose solution
means ** light to Dark Afriva,” are many and
difficult.  Geographically, it stands  the
second greatest continent in the world with
climates deadly to white men, especially in
the western regions. Its races are many,
for here can be traced the wanderings of
Shem and Ham and Japheth. 1Its languages
are numerous, Dr. Cust gives the number
of languages as 438, with 153 dialects. These
have to be reduced to writing. Grammars,
dictionaries and translations of the Bible
have to be made, for if these peo] le have to
hear the wonderful message of God to man-
kind they must hear it in their own tongue.

Even now there are in use twelve African

ablest child: her greatest weal th, to
extend the work of missions which is the
work of

Thirty centuries ago God led his people ont
of Afriea by a pillar of fire and a pi‘hr of
cloud—to-day the last command of the Prince
of Peace directs His people info this ** great
beyond " by the way of the Cross. Although
two doors are closed to Christianity to-day n
Africa— Abyssinin and the Moslem millions,
yet * every African door thirty years hence
will be open. 1f the Churc provide the
means, it will be feasible to announce
Christianity in the Islamite fastnesses of
Sahara and Soudan, in the mountain monas-
teries of Abyssinia, and Africa’s native
Christians will swell and strengthen the
Church militant as the Congo freshens and
feeds the Atlantic.”
Hat, N.W.T.

Meodic

Bibles, thirty-one completed New T
and ninety-eight versions. The many races
of this **once lost and hopeless continent
must be brought into the fold of Christ. We
must see the glad sight of Christian Jews
evangelizing ﬁubrewl. former Moslems
seeking the Islamites, former heathen preach-
ing the **glorious gospel of the blessed Lord”
to the benighted pagan.

Ko promising is the outlook and so strong

A Chinaman, bound recently, with asword
held to his throat, when asked, ** Are you &
believer in Jesus Christ 1" firmly replied,
+Yes, T am a Christian.” He escaped eath,
and when asked afterwards how he could
testify so boldly, answered that he had just
been reading about Peter's denial.

until a few approach closely the
ppoi and i of their
white neighbors, and many present & less
marked suggestion of white civilization. In
dress, too, the change has been marked.
While many of the older men are content
with the rough and ragged clothes, the “{:uth
are showing a decided tendency towa! the
neatness and style of the white youth ; and
while many of the older women wear on all
oceasions the shawl and the handkerchief,
the younger ones are developing a taste for
modern fancies in dressmakiog and millinery.
The teaching of the English language to the
children in the years past is gradually re-
moving the necessity of interpreters in their
churches, and the spread of commercial
knuwledre is making it easier to have busi-
ness dealings with them.

But the most marked results are shown in
individual cases, many of which have been
followed with interest by those under whose
influence they came in the yenrs past. Three
ex-pupils of the institute are now n issionaries
among their own people. One is an ordained
minister of the Methodist Church, recently
working among his people at Walpole Island,
the Rev. Wm. KEiias. Another, the Rev.
John Oke, has been for some years stationed
at Caughnawaga. A third, Rev. David
Menomenee, is lu\mrin%nmong his people on
Manitoulin Island. here are also some
who are doing good work as local preachers
in their own churches. Several have taken
positions in Indian schools, and become
teachers of English to their own youth.
Schools on six reserves have been occupied
by ex-pupils. One ambitious young man
went on for a course in medicine, and was
completing his third year with honors, when
he beeame the victim of & cruel murder, and
his promising life was ended. Two young
men are doing well as clerks in town stores,
and one ex-pupil, who is a conductor on the
Michigan Central Railw.{l. was recently met
by the principal of the school

Many of the girls who have had special
training here in cooking and housework have
taken positions a8 domestic servants in good
homes.

The aim of the institution is to get situa-
tions for these young men and women off
the reserve, for it is found that on the whole
they do much better among white people
than among their own.

With all that there is to encourage in the
work among these people, it has yet to be
said that they have not made the progress in
the reform of domestic life, and the raising
of the moral standard, that might have been
ex| in the last half century.

he growth of the institution itself would
be an interesting subject, which, however,
time and space will not permit us to enlarge

upon.
Muncey, January 4th, 1901,

WiiaT are churches for but to make mis-
sionaries? What is_education for but to
train them ! What is commerce for but to
carry them ! What is money for but to
send them ! What is life itself for but to
fulfil the purpose of foreign missions, en-
thronir:lg' esus Christ in the hearts of men !
—Josiah Strong.
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The programme from start to finish is
interesting and practical, and should attract
multitudes of leaguers to Norwich,

Every League within the bounds of the
Hamilton Conf is req d to send at
least one delegate. Standard certificates
are to be secured at starting point, which
will ensure the ticket for the return journey
at one-third of regular fare. The names of
delegates should be sent to Miss 8. G.
Kinsey, Norwich, Secretary of Billetting
Committee, not later than February 15th.

A Request to Leagues.

An historical evening is occasionally held
by many Leagues for the purpose of gather-
ing information regarding the early begin-
nings of our Church in their several locali-
ties. Those who have not tried such an
exercise might find it exceedingly interesting
and instructive. A paper might be pre-
pared by some one person on such reminis-
cences or several might contribute such
brief facts and incidents as they could
gather by reading and conversation with the
older people. If every League would kindly
make an early eftort in this direction and
send a copy of the papers to the undersigned
a8 a contribution to t'le proposed *‘ History
of Canadian Methodism,” it would be a very
great kindness, Brief, interesting articles,
clearly written, and sent within the next
two or three months are what we want. We
aim at a concise, readable history, such as
our young people can and will read.

J. E. Saspersox.

Toronto, 4 Emerson Ave,

Philanthropic Juniors.

Miss Sadie M. Whitworth, Junior Super-
intendent for the Ontario Provincial Christian
Endeavor Union, sends the following item to

Stands at the Head.

The Dresden Epworth League has pub-
lished its programme of services for the first
six months of 1901 in the form of a calendar,
which is to be hung upon the wall. The
p gives special | i to Bible
study and missionary topics, although other
departments are not neglected.

is League stands at the head of the
district in givings to the **Forward Mis-
sionary Movement " and to the General Mis-
sionary Society.

Keeping Up an Insurance.

The Sympathy and Relief Committee of
the Epworth League of the Metropolitan
Church, Toronto, are doi ood work by
their hospital visiting and mﬁ(i after the
sick members by ing upon them, with
bouquets, fruit and reading matter, also this
important committee is keeping up an in-
surance policy for a poor man who is unable
to meet the payments himself. In a short
time he will have a handsome sum of money
coming to him when the required number of
payments on premiums are paid.

Distributed Baskets,

The corresponding secretary of the Pem-
broke League writes :

‘‘Some of our League members thought
we ought to let it be known how we are
progressing in our work. We organized a
reading circle this fall, and have quite a large
number of members, who enjoy the reading
very much. Christmas eve the convener of
the Missionary Committee, with some of the
members, met in the basement of the church
and prepared a number of baskets which
were' distributed to the needy ones that
evening. Our pastor, Rev. W. G. Hender-
son, with the other ministers of the town,
are ing a series of union i

the Christian Endeavor World. 1t received
the prize for being the hest news item
received during the week :

* On Christmas a dozen of the most wide-
awake Juniors in Ontario gave up one of
their precious hours to do a kind act in His
name. They prevailed on a kind gentleman
to drive them out to the home of an old
couple who, through the infirmities of age,
are practically shut in. Here a bright pro-
gramme, consisting of Christmas carols, reci-
tations, etc., was rendered. The shabby old
house with Christmas melody. '{0&!’!
of gratitude rolled down the wrinkled cheeks
of the old peopl: as, depositing a basket of
Christmas cheer on the table, the Juniors
departed. Once a month these Juniors visit
the home of some shut-in or aged person,
and hold a short, bright service of song,
Bible-reading and prayer, leaving behind
token of their visit in the shape of flowers
or fruit.”

Missionary Conference.

The annual missionary conference, under
the auspices of the Victoria College Mission-
ary Bociety, was held on January 18th, 19th
and 20th, and was an occasion of unusual
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A Jusior leaguer in the country, who
does not wish her name to be mentioned, sent
the sum of $2.00 to the General Secretary a
day or two before Christmas to be used in
making some poor city children happy.
Fifteen beautiful picture books were pur-
chased with the money and given to boys
u}r:d girls who were greatly delighted with
them.

Just a Line or Two.

Porr SimesoN, B.C., increases its sub-
ncrirtinn list to the Era from six to eighteen.
Well done !

A New Epworth League of Christian En-
deavor has been organized at Chapman
Valley, on the Magnetawan Mission.

Tue League at Wingham holds the banner
for having sent in the largest number of sub-
scribers to the Epwonta Exa for 1901, Their
list totals forty-six. There are some live
workers in Wingham.

Rev. 8. T. Barrierr, of Napanee, recently
conducted a review of the Sunday-school
lessons, illustrated by stereopticon views, and
though the night was cold there was not
standing room in the spacious basement,

AN Epworth League rally at Caledon East

ing the second week in January was very

largely attended by leaguers from that village

and the surrounding circuits, The pastor

reports that the gathering was a wonderful
inspiration.

Tre Young Men's Brotherhood of Douglas
Church, Montreal, distributed 300 pounds of
fowl among the needy at Christmas time.
One of the members recently sent six chil-
dren’s cots to hospital in the name of the
Brotherhood.

Tue Chinese League recently formed in
the Metiopolitan Church is ‘doing well,
Several of the officers met a few days ago for
the purpose of tnnnl;;..ing the pledge into the

5 I

which we trust will be a stimulus to those
who are Christ's, and also in the converting
of those who are yet without the fold.”

Personal.

Rev. W. F. Wison, of Hamilton, is one
of the speakers at the Christian Endeavor
demonstration at Portland, during the first
week in February.

Rev. W. J. 8roxe, of Nitenat, B.C., spent
two weeks in January visiting the Leagues
of the Brockville District. He reports good
attendance at the meetings, and much mis-
sionary interest.

Mge. W, H. Pagrr, of Winnipe%. is doing
very valuable work as an officer of the Win-
nipeg Sunday-school Associati Ten Home

Jhinese languag are taking
a great interest in the new society.

Tue Norwich District Convention was
held at Springford January 10th and 11th.
The report sent by the secretary arrived too
late for publication. The Convention was
pervaded with a spirit of earnestness and
consecration. The sum of 8312 was raised
for missions during the past year.

IN a private letter, Rev. F. E. Clark,
D.D., says : “‘Tam glad to tell you that, so
far as I can see, the outlook of our work is
most hopeful. The conventions this year
have been larger, more powerful and deeper
in their spiritual interest than ever hefore,
and good news comes from almost all foreign

nds.”

THERE has been a revival in Simcoe, and
the evidences of it may be seen in the sub-

Departments have recently been organized
in the city through his efforts.

of Gower

P lists of the Era and Guardian. A
revivalwhich does notincrease the circulation
of our religious papers is not of much account.
S truthfully remarked that * evan-

Tue C ding S y
Street Epworth League, St. John’s, New-
foundland, sends us the following New
Year's greeting : ** May this be the brightest
and best era, the EpworTH Era has yet
known."” Thanks !
Rev. 8. W. Fauus, of York, sent the
I f his ion a Chri and

interest. The stud were f in
having with them a number of returned
missionaries, who gave very instructive ad-
dresses. Among them were Revs. John
McDougall, G. E. Hartwell, W. J. Stone,
H. H. Coates, 8. D. Gaudin. Successful
missionary services were held in several
churches on Sunday. While the Epworth
es are giving so much attention to rais-
ing funds for missionary enterprise it is
gratifying to know that the colleges are pre-
paring the workers. An enthusiastic mis-
sionary spirit is being developed at Victoria,
and at our other educational institutions.

New Year's geoeting in the form of a very
artistic card printed by himself on the mimeo-
graph. To the preacher who knows how to
use it, the copying machine is a valuable aid
in church work.

Tue League at Maple Grove, S8outh Dar-
lington Circuit, presented Mr. Fred Foley,
President of the League, with a beautiful
volume of Tennyson, accompanied by an ap-

reciative address, on the occasion of his
eaving for Toronto. Mr. Foley has been a
hit.h?tﬂ and efficient worker in local and

district circles,

gelization without edification very soon ends
n evaporation,”

A Reaping Circle has been organized in
connection with Agnes Street Epworth
ue, Toronto. It had its origin in a young
men's Sunday-school class, but all Epworth
uers were urged to join the Circle.
There is a membership of eighteen, and
thirteen sets of books ruve been ordered.
The few meetings held have been of great
interest.

Tre St. Mary's Epworth League held a
reception on New Year's Day, when many
availed themselves of proffered hospitality.
Everyone who chose to come was made
welcome by the committee. The room was
quite prettily decorated, and tables were
provided with illustrated books and pictures
of various kinds. Excellent cake and coffee
was served toall who wished it.
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Messtnl's Second Advent. A Study in Eschatology.
?%C.I;m Goodspeed, D,D. Toronto :* William Briggs.
ice, $1.00,

Opinions _ differ concernin the second
coming of Christ, and the Christian world
isdivided between pre-millenialists, and post-
milleniali Dr, Goodspeed what
is lly reg as the Methodist view
of this question in a very strong way. There
is need for such a volume as this, as very
little has been written on the post-millenial
view of the second advent.

Tod

The Epworth me Year Book, for 1901, Pre-
pared by Rev Berry, D.D., General Secretary
of the Epworth League of the Methodist Episcopal
Church,

An immense amount of information, useful
to Epworth [“i“e"‘ is embodied in this
little vnlu‘;n;. There is :mt a sketch of the
origin and history of the ue in the
l'rlngi.wd States :l{d Cnnldn,Le:gth lists of
officers in the three branches of Methodism,
together with portraits of presidents and
secretaries,  Considerable space is given to
practical hints on the various departments
of work, and the list of j)mysr-umeling top-
ies for 1901, is printed in full. Almost
everything that one could wish to know
about the Epworth League may here be
found, and all for ten cents. It may be
obtained at the Methodist Book Room,
Toronto.

Wesley Guild Manual, A handbook of Guild meth-
ods, compiled by Rev. W. B. Fitzgerald. Price, 2
oents.

This book of 140 pages is full of valuable
suggestions on young people’s work, with
special reference to the Wesley Guild of
‘ngland. 1t is very much upon the same
plan as our Epworth League Manual, Those
who desire to know what young Method-
ists in England are doing will find it very
interesting.

1 Convention,

The next best thing to attending a Con-
vention is to obtain a copy of the report.
This book contains a deni‘ed account of the
last Ontario Provincial 8.8. Convention, in-
cluding all the addresses delivered by Prof.
H. M. Hamill, Miss Harlow, Dr. Grant,
Rev. W. H. Hincks, Mr. William Johnson,
and others. It contains much valuable in-
formation for Sunday-school workers.

worth ldh‘fle Bible Studies, By Prof. Thos
'.va;lnbmlln Rev. W, E. McLennan. i

v. . Prepared for
the Epworth League of the M. E. Church, under the
direction of the Department of Spiritual Work. Price,
15 cents.

This is a book of sixty pages, in paper
cover, ining expositions of the Ep
League topics for the first six months of the
present year. It will be found suggestive
and helpful in preparing for the devotional
meetings of the League.

Temperance,
Rev. TromAs SPURGEON, who is continu-
ing the Pastor's College founded by his
father, said, at its recent anniversary, that

every student was an active member of the
Temperance Society.

Dg. JoserH PArkeR says things in a stir-
rinﬁlwng‘:u *“ T could make a garden of Eden
in the East End of London in three months
if [ had my own way. I should do nothing
but burn down all the breweries and shut up
all the public houses.”

Tae bill for the abolition of the canteen in
the army passed its final stage on January
Oth. e section relating to it now stands :
‘“The sale of or dealing in beer, wine or any
intoxicating liquors by any person in any
post exchange, or canteen, or army transport,
or upon any premises used for military pur-

by the United States, is hereby pro-

ibited. The Secretary of War is hereby

directed to carry the provisions of this sec-
tion into full force and effect.”

Our Letter Box,

A CORRESPONDENT, in sending some
seriptions to the ERra, says, ““ If 1 had $256
to spare and wished to spend the sume to the
best advantage in the interest of our League,
I would invest in fifty yearly subscriptions to
the Era.”

*E R

A Cavapiay lady, now residing in New
York State, in renewing her subseription for
1901, says : **1 consider the Era one of the
cheeriest, most spicy, and helpful religious
papers 1 have ever read. 1 am greatly
interested in the success of our Church and
League in Canada, the land of m® birth, and
early life’'s experience.” Canadians who
have left us for the neighboring republic,
always retain a kindly feeling for the home
of their youth.

L

A promiNesT Sunday-school worker of
wide experience writes: **1 find where our
schools are taking our Methodist Sunday-
school periodicals there is a nulicc»lje
patriotic feeling which does not exist in places
where papers from the United States are
read.” There can be no doubt that this is
the case, but in the opinion of some Sunday-
school officers it evidently does not count for
much. There are superintendents who would
distribute almost anything among the schol-
ars if it could be obtained cheap.

*E ke

A memper of one of our Reading Circles
asks the meaning of the expression, *‘ The
Freedom of the City,” as used frequently in
“Famous English Statesmen,” when it is
said that certain celebrated men had the
freedom of the city granted to them. It sim-
ply implies that all the rights and privileges
of a freeman of the city are granted to one,
not a resident, as a mark of distinction for
eminent public services. When any difficulty
is met in the course of our reading, the
proper thing is to ask for information, Many
people remain ignorant because they are
ashamed to reveal their ignorance. It is a
false pride that is very costly. We shall be
very glad to have members of Reading
Circles correspond with this office concerning
any point upon which they desire more light.

L R

OxE of our most appreciative readers thinks
that ‘‘there is something radically wrong with
the Epworth League,” and expresses the
opinion that Rev. G. 8. Clendinnen *‘ must
have been dreaming” when he wrote the

ptimistic article which ay d in the last
number of the Era. Of course, Bro. Clendin«
nen was dreaming. This was exactly what we
asked him to do. All that his article on
““The Twentieth Century League” was in-
tended to do was to emphasize the fact that
the League has come to stay, and to refer to
some phases of work whichneed to be specially
developed. Inour opinion there was nothing
at all extravagant in the sketch. There is
0od ground for believing that the Epworth
ague will be alive and flourishing one
hundred years from now,
L ]

Rev. Jous G. ArmsTRONG, pastor of
Emanuel M. E. Church, Chicago, IlL, is a
good friend of this paper, and frequently
writes an appreciative word or two. A few
days ago he sent two new subscriptions in
addition to renewing his own, and added
the following note : *‘ Your paper deserves
well, and because of its actual helpfulness
should be taken by every Epworth er
who is looking for a broadening of his or her
range of knowledge. 1 am intensely fas-
cinated with Tae Caxapiany Epworti Era,
and though [ cannot do much toward in-
creasing your subscription list for want of
time, yet th‘l,l 1 can Ju s0 I like to show my

-  suk il mothoda” Gt
for Mr. Armstrong ! He takes a delightful
way of showing his fascination, which we
would like to see imitated by many of our
readers.
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Rev. R. B. Strangways sends the follow-
ing communication on an important subject :

*In our International Sunday School
Lessons there is an effort to secure systema-
tie, consecutive study of the Bible. In our
League Bible-study we are rather behind
than in advance of the Sunday-school.
Should we not in our Leagues have a little
wider and more comprehensive view of
Scripture ! Is our topical method resulting
in careful, systematie study of the Bible as a
progressive revelation 1t can scarcely be
50 said. Why should we not then substi-
tute for the topies a wider and larger
system ! Say a study of the teaching of
Jesus for the summer months and certain
Epistles of Paul for the winter months ! Or
let a quarter be devoted to the history and
main doctrines of the Pentateuch and the
stage of advancement reached at that period
in the progress of revelation. A quarter
might be profitably given to the study of the
Psalms, setting forth their occasion, their
place in theology and worship. And so all
the Bible might be studied in suitable
sections, seeking in all a general wide
exposition rather than a minute verse by
verse study. The greatest need of our
Leagues is a more general knowledge, which
is a pre-requisite to the more minute study
of texts. '{‘nmme extent the system pursued
in the Expositors’ Bible would meet the
requirement. Our leaguers are competent
for, this method if suitable helps are
furnished. How may helps be secured
In two ways. By the Era and by a cheap
little volume prepared specially and made a
part of the Reading Course. Every leaguer
could get help from the Era. Those who
would give more careful study would find
advanced help in the volume. Would such
a change in our topic system be a benefit?"

Important Notice.

At a meeting of the Executive of the
Twentieth Century Thanksgiving Fund, a
resolution was passed ordering that the
books be definitely closed on the 28th of
February.

The pastors and officials of all the churches
will kindly take notice of this, and make
their complete returns before that date, with
a view to an early meeting of the General
Board of the Fund and its final distribution.

A. Caryan, Chairman.
Jonx Porrs, General Sec'y-Treas.

Toronto, January 22nd, 1901,

Mg. RopuiN, premier, announces his in-
tention of introducing at the next session
of the Manitoba Legslature an Act which
would make the attendance at school of
children between the ages of six and four-
teen compulsory,

Tue statistics of gifts, of over $1,000
each, made up this week by a Chicago paper,
shows that the total in public donations and
bequests in the United States for 1900 was
$02,461,304, as against $79,749,956 for the
previous year. Of this sum educational
institutions received §34,932,644 ; charities,
$13,621,722; churches, $8,800,605 ; mu-
seums and art galleries, $2,145,333, and
libraries, $2,961,000.

Ix one window of the Toronto Tele.
gram office there may be seen a printing
press, which, from an historical as well as
a typographical point of view, is a curiosity.
1t 15 & very old style hand press, and was
used to print the Upper Canada Gazetle in
York (Toronto) 100 years ago. The frame-
work is all of wood, and on one side hangs a
clumsy hand roller, much the same as those
used on the proof presses of to-day. The
capacity was 120 impressions per hour, in
curious contrast to the 48,000 per hour of
the immense Hoe press, “‘Goldwin Smith,”
which stands in the same room, and is now
used to print the Telegram.
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Devotional Service.

By Rev. T. J. Park, M.A.
FEBRUARY 17.—“ CONFESSING
CHRIST.”

Matt, 10 ; 3239,

Home ReaviNas.

Mon,, Feb, 11, Confessic n commanded
es., Feb, | Prov,

“Rom. 10: 4-11
; Luke 12: 8,9

How it helps s

sod glorified 55
, The rock of the Ohure

In the last December number of Tue
Cananiax Erworti Era will be found an
exposition of the same topic, based on the
same passage of Scripture, as the one selected
for study for the present week. We refer
the Epworth Leaguers to the suggestions

iven in that article which, no doubt, will be
ound helpful in the study of the important
Christian theme, ** Confessing Christ."”

In addition, however, we present herewith
a treatment of the subject by Prof. Nichol-
son, which will provea source of interest and
profit.

REAL DISCIPLESHIP,

Many persons think of the Christian life
as a mere legal relation of the soul to God.
The disciple believes certain doctrines, trusts
in the death of Jesus, and Calvary’s sacrifice
stands between him and an offended Deity.
Jesus paid it all, all the debt he owes ; and
thus the believer is saved from an awful per-
dition and made a sure heir of glorious
heaven. His faith is a coin which purchases
him eternal hlessedness.  Very different was
Jesus' own notion of the Christian confes-
sion. He warned his followers that real
discipleship involved a life of sacrifice and
service ; that it might involve them in perse-
cution and trial ; that it might separate
dearest friends, even to the point of making
foes of the inmates of one’s own household ;
that it surely involved a self-denial in which
wishes, tastes, and appetites must often be
restrained ; that it was a life in which the
devotee asked not, ** What is the pleasantest
and easiest thing to do /" but, ** What is the
right, the Godlike thing to de He taught
that it was a life in which ch must be
gained at the loss even of temporal profit,
worldly ease, or preferment, and that this
er must be used for the good of the
that & man must, indeed, sacrifice his
lower desives and ambitions and lose his life
in great purposes, high aims, and noble en-

s, independent of the temporal gain or
loss, if he would really save it,

CONFESSING CHRIST 178 NATURE.

1. Salvation.—The Gospel of Christ is the
Gospel of a person who saves from sin.
Jesus stands ont as a powerful Saviour of
sinful men and women. In his presence the
publican and the depraved felt their hearts
dissolved with the unutterable rapture of
forgiveness. He soffered and died for sin-
ners, and ever since his cross hus been the
sign of rescue for humanity. Looking unto
Christ crucified we receive an assurance of
sins forgiven, a sense of profound and sacred
quietude through the whole soul which the
apostle calls, ** Peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

2. Gratitude.—With this comes also a sense
of gratitude for the immeasurable service
and a consciousness of power to triumph over
Itp;e dangers, temptations, snares, and sins of
e,

3. Divine Union.--Theve comes, too, a
consciousness of a divine union with Christ,
which the apostle expressed by saying :
am crucified with Christ : nevertheless I live :
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the

life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God” (Gal. ii, 20). This
is that belief of the heart unto righteousness
mentioned |:y Paul in Rom. x, 10,
4. De ignifis —All this 1
more than to timidly say, *“The Lord is my
shepherd,” or ** Jesus loves me,” or **1 be-
lieve in Jesus.” It is to accept Jesus; to
cordially, heartily, and passionately allow his
spirit, his words, and his programme of life
to be the genius, the motive, and the policy
of our consecrated lives. It is by God's help
to do right, because by his ¢l ing and his
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7. * With the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.” Would we be satisfied if
Christ received ws in silence !

8. Calling one’s self a Christian is like
putting a trade mark upon a machine. What-
ever the machine does, from that time, ad-
vertises the maker.

9. Deeds as well as words must confess
Christ. The trade mark is a poor advertise-
ment if the machine does poor work,

10, Looks also must confess Christ. A
long face d‘w« not go a long way towards

ing Christianity.— Wells.

indwelling power we are right. Get this ex-
perience, and then tell it to nthqrs, “for with

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

the heart man believeth unto rigl
and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation,”

CONFESSING CHRIST—ITS PRACTICE.

How to confess Christ is an essential
question.

1. We must know Christ by faith and ex-
perience.

2. We must study him in the record of his
life until his character is more real and vivid
to us than that of brother or friend.

3. We must imagine him with ardent soul
until his figure glows before our inward
sight and his wnrsu sound in our ears asa
living voice.

4. We must love with his love, and sor-
row with his grief, rejoice with his joy and
offer ourselves with his sacrifice so intensely
that we can say with Paul, we are crucified
by his cross and risen in his resurrection.

5. We must track the power of his life in
the lives of our fellow men, following and
realizing his triumphs in souls redeemed,
until we know t«imethin{,nf the rapture that
thrilled Luther, Knox, Wesley, Livingstone,
and others of God's noblemen.

6. We must kindle our hearts in com-
munion with him by meditation, by prayer,
and by service. No day must pass in which
we do not do something for Jesus' sake, and
in Jesus' name. We must go where he would
have us go. We must do what he would
have us do.  This is more than mere lip con-
fession, and yet it is not more than the real
confession Jesus requires and teaches.

SECRET OF HAPPINESS,

Did you ever notice that the Beatitudes
are all **Blessed are” and not ** Blessed
shall be " Blessed are the meek ; blessed
are the merciful,” ete. 7 The Man of Galilee
teaches that we attain earthly happiness, in
prosperity and in adversity, in sickness and in
health, in solitude and in society, by taking
his yoke upon us, doing the will of God, and
thus finding rest unto our souls. His is no
messagy despair, no melancholy and de-
pressing preachment ; but he ever bids us
remember that the path to happiness on
earth is the path which leads us first to use-
fulness, broad-mindedness, purity, righte-
ousness, virtue, courage, and fidelity. Such
a life does not end here. It moves on into
another world, into a better age, a more per-
fect state of being, which mocks the folly of
the man who enlarged his barns but neglected
to fill his empty soul. This *‘ godliness is
profitable unto all things, having promise of
the life that now is, and of that which is to
come " (1 Tim. iv, B).

SOMF SIDE-LIGHTS,

1. Do 1 seek rather than shun oppor-
tunities for speaking about Christ ?

2. Do I wait for others to discover my
allegiance to Christ, or do I proclaim it ?

3. Am 1 confessing Christ as fully and
heartily as I want him to confess me !

4. *‘People will laugh at us.” Better the
ridicule of all the world than the displeasure
of God.

b. **We shall not have as many friends.”
But the friends we do have will be worth

having.

6. ** We shall have to give up ever so much
that we like.” And we shall gain a whole
eternity of blessedness.

“* Confessing Christ "—there’s not enough
of it. In our own souls, in our homes, at
school, in business, in pleasure, everywhere
and at all times, do we confess Christ ! Press
this great duty upon the consciences of the
young people.  Of course, there is no real
confession of Christ without conversion to
Christ. The gospel order is, conversion—
confession. Make that plain also. Appoint
half-a-dozen members of the League a week
in advance, each to bring in an answer to the
question : ** How have I endeavored to con-
fess Christ since the beginning of the New
Year!" Have the answers written. Hold
a testimony meeting, giving all an oppor-
tunity to confess Christ by word of mouth.

FEBRUARY 24.- “CHRIST THE
SOURCE OF STRENGTH.”
Phil. b: 413,

Home ReapiNGs.

e first grace
Trusting God oaly ..
assurances of trust
Its great gain. .. Ps. 3
Confidence and power
. In the secret place

“Stand fast in the Lord” is counsel
that is much needed. Many seem to begin
the Christian life, but do not continue.
Others seem to continue but do not live up
to their duties and privileges, Christian
steadfastness is demanded by Christ und by
the age in which we live. In our topic
chapter the inspired writer urges Christians
to imitate those through good report and
evil report, and in the midst of opposition
and suffering, had bravely maintained their
loyalty to Christ. stand fast "—by
sincere and earnest devotion to God, as they
were ; be faithful and unflinching, as they
were ; triumph over the world, the flesh, and
the devil, as they did. Behold we count
them worthy who endure ;” and the same dis-
tinetion of character is attainable by patient
continuance in well-doing. The ideal of a
steadfast character is embodied in the Lord,
who was a supreme example of unfaltering
obedience and love. The source of strength
for steadfastness is also found in Christ, for
without him we can do nothing.  Follow
him; be united to him by faith; derive
strength from his spirit ; stand fast in him,

BY WAY OF ILLUSTRATION,

Riding up to a regiment that was hard
pressed at \k’uu:rhm, the Duke of Wellington
cried to the men : *“ Stand fast, ninety-fifth !
What will they say in England " History
records how successfully the appeal was
obeyed. Stand fast, Christians ! What
will they say in the heavenly city to which
ou helong and for whose interests {uu are

ghting ! William of Orange said he learned
a word while crossing the English Channel
which he would never forget. When in a
great storm, the captain was all night erying
out to the man at the helm, *‘Steady!
steady ! steady !” 8o, young Chriatiu\-;
les of

steady lves in the grea p
your Taith—** Stand fastin the Lord "
STEADFASTNESS MEANS MUCH,

1. Joy.—The Apostle tells how steadfast-
ness results in Christian joy, *‘ Rejoice in
the Lord.”
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(a) It is joy in the Lord. The joy of the
Christian is not only in his achievements,
not only in himself as a child of God, not
only in his own experiences, but its root is
in the Lord. The more we realize Christ as
a living and loving personal reality, the more
truly can we rejoice in him.

(b) 1t is constant joy. ** Always.” Chris-
tian joy is not a eapricious sentiment, a fitful
rapture, but a steady, uniform, and contin-
ued satisfaction. When we think of the
change divine grace is wrought in us, of the
ample provisions of the gospel, of the bright
prospects before us, and of the infinite
ability of our Lord to accomplish all he has

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

of good report finds its ground-work in the
human soul, is inspired by the spirit of Jesus
Christ, and is developed by the teachings of
the gospel. The charm of the Christian
character is not the cultivation of one virtue
that overshadows all the rest, but the har-
monious blending of all the virtues in the
unity of the Christian life. High moral prin-
ciples should be translated into practical life.
1t is one thing to ponder, admire and applaud
morality ; it is another thing to practise it.
The theory of music may be soon understood,
but the mastery of any one instrument, such
a8 the piano or violin demands incessant and
patient practice. It means detail work and
So it is with every

promised us, our joy might well he

(¢) It is joy momm:used from experience.
Paul recommended what he himself enjoyed.
If he, in the midst of disappointment, im-
prisonment, and suffering, rejoiced, so may
we. The friends of Haller congratulated him
on the honor of having received a visit in his
last hours from the Emperor Joseph I1.; but
the dying man simply answered, ‘* Rejoice
that your names are written in heaven."”

2. Moderation,—Steadfastness will include
moderation or forbearance. is means
Christian equity—a desire to see justice pre-
vail and, on our own part, to act _junt.ly We
should guide ourselves at all times by the
broad Ifﬁnﬂpm of equity in the sight of
God. Human laws, however carefully devised,
may sometimes, if rigidly enforced, act un-
justly and cruelly, e should not always
urge our own legal rights to the uttermost,
but be willing to repair a wrong, and rectify
the injustice of law. This forbearance should
be practised “‘unto all men.” If we are
always rejoicing in the Lord we cannot
cherish hard fmgin toward any one. The
Christian spirit is the highest equity.

3. Even-mindedness.— Steadfastness leads
to calmness of mind. *“In nothing be
anxious " is the revised version. It is not
forethought that is here condemned, but
anxious, distracting care. The future is not
ours, why be anxious about it ! The past is
gone, and regrets about it are unavailing.

“* Act, act in living present,
Heart within, and God o'erhead.”

The future is provided for; for God, the
great Provider, is ahead of every step his
people take. We put ourselves on the rock
when we ought to cast our care on God, not
in part, nor occasionally, but in all things
and at all times. The ancient custom of
torturing a eriminal was by tying him to the
wheels of two chariots, which were tien
driven in ¢ site directions, illustrates how
anxious care may be allowed to distract the
mind. Trust in God, do the right, and
keep your mind free from care.

4. Peace. —Steadfastness gives peace. A
vessel held steady by the anchor in a turbu-
lent sea, gives a measure of peace to all on
board. And the human soul held steady by
the truth of God has peace. The enemies of
peace are :

(a) Melancholy. The care for this is joy
in the Lord (v. 4).

(b) Self-will and unjust demands. The
cure for this is moderation, forbearance,
equity (v. b).

(¢) Care and anxiety. The cure for this is
trust, prayer, and confidence in God (v. 6).
The final result is peace. It passes under-
standing. It is deep, satisfying, and im-
measurable, It guards the fortress of the
soul in peace though the shafts of anxious
care and worldly strife are ly hurled

L

virtug of Christian ethics. It is the practice
of morality as taught by Christ that declares
to the world a gospel that it cannot fail to
understand.

HISTORIC SIDE-LIGHT.

Lord Bolingbroke, an avowed infidel, de-
clared : No religion ever appeared in the
world whose (engency was 80 much directed
to promote the peace and happiness of man-
kind as the Christian rveligion. The gospel
of Christ is one continued lesson of the
strictest morality, of justice, benevolence,
and universal charity. Supposing Chris-
tianity to be a human invention, it is the
most amiable and successful invention that
was ever imposed on mankind for their good.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

The subject of this topic is steadfastness in
Christ. How we need it ! and how much it
means | To make the topic interesting and
impressive, appoint six persons in advance to
prepare three-minute rs on (1) steadfast-
ness—its meaning and importance. This is
to be followed by five other papers on what
i;"ws out of steadfastness. (a} Joy. (h)

oderation. () Even-mindedness. (d) Peace.
(¢) Morality. Material for this will be found
in the foregoing exposition. When three

papers have been read, sing an appropriate
ymn, and read in union 1 Cor, 13, Then
proceed with the concluding three papers.
Conclude with a blackboard exercise as
follows :

Crrisy ,
THE l 1. SanvaTion,
Source ‘ 2. STEADFASTNESS
oF
Leading to
1. Jov. 4. Peace.

2. MODERATION. b5, Moraviry.

3. EVEN-MINDEDNESS,

MARCH 3.—“RELIGIOUS BARREN-
NESS.”
Luke 13: 6.9,
Home ReapiNas,

2. First wrong steps 33-30
6-15
-5

Mon., Feb, oo Matt. 21;
Tues., Feb. 26. Forgetting the pledge. .1 Sam. 1

Wed. F

Thu., F Hypoorisy v, sincerity

Fri,” Mar. 1. At adistance from Christ.. L
Sat, Mar, 2 Quenching the Spirit..1 Thess. 5

It was a common thing for the owner of
& vineyard to plant a fig-tree in it. It would
attain its maturity in tﬁrue years. If it did
not then bear fruit it would be removed, not
only because it was useless, but also because
it took up the ground which might be more
fitabl .

e h

3 . — 8 prod a
moral life, The ethics of the pel charac-
terizes the conduct of the Cmtim man,
*“ Whatsoever things are honest, just, pure,
lovely, of good report . . . think on these
things.” Genuine virtue has its root in
genuine religion. A modern school of ethics
which professes to teach the possibility ef
morality apart from spiritual Christianity, is
a return to the exploded theories of

moralists. The morality which is lovely and

¥ y pied by something else. The
parable sets forth both the long-suffering
and the severity of God. Tt is the principle
of his government to give every man the
fairest kind of a chance, but to ** remove his
mn:llaniok out of its place” if he does not
th - Rgulite e

e opy His
upon sin, however long-delayed in order to
q‘lve opportunity for repentance, is sure.
'he fig-tree represented the Jewish nation,
but the principles which underlie it are for
all time, and may be profitably applied to
individuals in our own S-y.
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SPECIAL FAVORS,

The tree spoken of in the parable had
enjoyed special advantages. It was planted
in good soil, and was attended to by one who
1..5. knew how to apply, and was diligent
in applying, helps to its growth and fruitful-
ness, {t was not a tree growing wild among
the rocks, or on the road-side, which one
would naturally expect to have no fruit. It
had all advantages, yet it bore no fruit. The
spiritual meaning of all this is quite plain.

rom those who are outside the influences of
religion little can be expected. But from us,
who are placed in the most favorable condi-
tions, who have been taught the truth as it
is in Jesus from our earliest years, who have
enjoyed all the helps and privileges the
Church can give, to whom God's Word is so
familiar that we %re in danger of losing
reverence for it, much is expected.

FRUIT, NOT LEAVES,

There was no fruit on this fig-tree. Yet
it was not dead. Its chief indication of life
was its leaves. Instead of being a fruit-
bearing tree, it had become a tree of the
ornamental kind, and the change should
never have been made. It was not planted
for ornament, but to yield fruit; if it did
not {lield fruit, it had no claim to its place
in the vineyard. In this tree we have a
picture of the mere profession of religion, as
contrasted with genuine, vital religion. The
person whom the fig-tree represents is in the
Church, he has all the advantages of that
position, he has the external form, and uses
the language of the Christian. But one
important thing is wanting—he yields no
fruit. No one is any the better for his pro-
fession. He exercises no good influence.
He is never known to do a generous, kindly,
Christ-like action, or to assist in any good
cause, except perhaps occasionally in a half-
hearted, listless way., And this is the great
test of the value of the Christian life—good
deeds. The goodness Christ requires is
something that imports itself, and not some
thing that merely pleases the eye. It yields
fruit in good deeds which serves to feed and
nourish the spiritual life of others and to
bless the world.

PATIENT, BUT DISAPPOINTED.

The owner is disappointed and impover-
ished by the fruitlessness of the tre
fruit would have value for him as an a
of {sod and merchandise, and he deeply
regrets its failure to yield. In the same
way, we belong to God, our life has been
given by him, the place we occupy is that
which he permits, and it is adapted to the
great purpose of our yielding the fruits of
righteousness and holiness. Some may he
more favorably situated than others, bhut all
have it in their power to yield som 3
able fruit. See how patient and perse
the owner was— “lh-'mhl, these three yenrs
1 come, seeking fruit on this fig-tree.” More
than three annual visits are miplied. The
fig-tree bears three times in the year—in the
early spring, in summer, and in sutumn. So
we may think of the owner of this fig-tree as
coming time after time during these three
years to see if there were any signs of fruit.
But there were none. Our Master also is
patient. If he were not, what would become
of us? He comes to us every season—that
is, whenever new circumstances oceur in our
lives, whenever there are fresh influences
brought to bear upon us. He draws near to
see if at last we are beginning to yield fruit,
When, after protracted patience on his part,
and prolonged indifference on our part, and
there is no prospect of fruit, his sentence is
simple and clear—** Cut it down ; why cum-
bereth it the ground 1" The tree is useless.
It has been planted there to bear fruit : it
does not bear it, and there is no reason for
any lo preserving it. It is taking up
space which might be occupied by a fruitful
tree ; it is not only doing no good, but it is
hindering good from being done. This truth
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_ing useless and even ridiculous.

60 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

is a very solemn one. God is patient, but

there is such a thing as exhausting even his

patience, and as making further long-suffer-

He waits

long, but & time may come when he will be

forced to leave to their fate those who are
ly set upon disappoi ting him.

A HOME THRUST.

See, Epworth Leaguers, how the teaching
of the narrative applies to our society © Here
was o tree of which much was expected. But
it produced no fruit, no practical results
from the care bestowed upon it. It was a
sad disappointment.  Now, as one has said,
institutions are to be preserved not because
they are old, but because they are wscful ;
rites and ceremonies are valuable not because
they have u great history, but because they
serve the cause of God and man. They have
no claim any longer than they accomplish
this. They arc doomed when they cease to
fuifil their mi 1f your EPwunhL gue
would survive, if it would receive the support
of the community, it must do a real service
to that community. It will not live because
it is sanctioned by the Church, or I:ecnuwu

all the time about themselves and crying
out, **My leanness! My leanness !’ when
they ought rather to say, ** My laziness ! My
Iaziness | "'—Moody.

POINTS FOR THE P ;)
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unceasing toil. Temperance in all thinﬁ: is
one of the absolute conditions in the making
of character, Mark this important principle.
We must put the object of a temperate life
upon this high |;hme. otherwise the aim of
t nee will be toolow, will sink toward

Clip out the following and put them in
your hat—but better in your heart; or put
them in your purse—but better in your
practice. They come from an experienced
workman :

PRESIDENTS THAT PUSH THINGS.

Push the committees. Do not do their
work for them, but see that they do it for
the society.

Push the executive committee meeting.
Make it three things; brisk, definite,
determined.

Push the society business meetings. Havé
a plan for them. Have a purpose in them.
Seek for progress through them.

Push the prayer meetings. Be the leader’s
right-hand man. Fvery president has a
right to be an assistant prayer-meeting
leader.

Push by praise. The president should be

ry . : 105

d tion

its charter is signed by a General Cs
of . It must be a genuinely inspiring
force in your community. It must make life
secure ; must make young penplu stronger to
meet the dangers, tem stations, and snares
of youth; must breathe a higher moral
phere into your ity ; must be
better than a police force in the prevention
of wrong and outrage, oppression and deceit ;
must promote npiritunhty. social culture of
the hest and purest type, mental activity of
the first order, and genuine, unaffected
gentl ly and 1 It
must exert itself to establish the principles
of the kingdom of God throughout tlhe sphere
of its influence. It must be a live wire
bringing light and rmu-r, moral and spiritual,
to those wﬁn may be reached by its labors.

THE DOOM OF USELESS THINGS.

Remember the justice ns well as the mercy
of God. One is as real s the other, and as
certain, As Professor Nicholson pointedly
puts this truth of the narrative :

“The barren fig-tree was dug up by the

roots; the tree which bore nothing but
leaves was withered at his word. No silly
sentimentalism with him. He may be a
great man, like King Saul ; but let him be
disobedient, disloyal, unfaithful to oath and
covenant, he withers away ; let him be a
man without manhood, & mocker of truth, a
hypoerite, Jesus proceeds to call him a
whited sepulehre and to consign him to outer
darkness ; let him be like the goats in Matt.
95, without charity, without brotherly kind-
ness, without the instinets of true manhood,
and Jesus hesitates not to talk about ever-
lasting destruction and punishment. Barren-
ness, uselessness, is doom. The beauty of &
sast experience will not compensate for
sterility in the present ; we cannot live on a
greal reputation ora noble spiritual ancestry,
any more than the Jews could be accepted
because they cried, ** We have Abraham to
our Father.” The Church's life depends on
fruitfulness, the Christian character of its
rrenunt members, Brother, if everyone
ives no better and does no more than you
do, what shall the harvest be 7 Will the fig-
tree in your vineyard be withered away 1"

S

PERTINENT PARAGRAPHS,

1. The idle man is the devil's cushion.—
Hall.

2. Time is short, your obligations are
infinite.— Massillow.

3. Happiness is not the end of duty ; it is
a constituent of it.—Giles.

4. Accuse not nature, she hath done her
part 5 do thou but thine.— Milton.

5. You never will be saved by works ; but
let us tell you most solemnly that you never
will be saved without works,—Cuyler.

6. A good many people are complaining

a I on apy

Push by instruction. Show the committee
chairman what to do.

Push by information. Post yourself on
the best methods. Get the best and latest
books. One of these new helps is *The
Officers’ Hand-Book,” published by the
United Society.

Push by personal leadership.  Throw
virile force into whatever you do. Speak as
if you meant it. Actas if your life depended
upon it.

Push by un{er. 1t is God's work, and
only he can enable you to do it

MARCH 10-“A CASTAWAY.”
1Cor, 0: 2427,
Home ReADINGS.
Mon., Mar. 4. Going from home. .Luke 15:11-18
Toes, Mar. 6 Knowing, but not doing . Luke 8 : 46-48
Wed,, M Blind to example Lo Matt, 12 18842
Thu., M: 78 1725,

Adrift. rov, 27 ¢
Fri., Mar. 8. The losing life. Mark § B!nl

-21
7]

Sat., Mar. 0. Ourone refuge .......

TEMPERANCE MEETING.

mere utility, apart from moral well-being.
The highest purpose of education and moral
training is to make the body and mind fit
instruments for serving Christ. Christ
claims all of man—body and soul, both are
to be kept in best possible order for him, and
for his use.

The Bible teaches that we waster self by
the power of the renew soul. The forces
of body and mind can be controlled by the
spirit of man renewed after the image of
him that created him—and onlyso. ** Dead
in trespasses and in sins,” self-mastery is im-
possible,  ** Alive unto righteousness,” is
the commencement of self-control.

STRIVING FOR THE MASTERY.

Paul represents all Christians as striving
for the mastery. Any Christian who fails
thus to strive is living below the gospel ideal
and requirement. e apostle uses his illus-
tration from the Grecian games, in which no
one entered who had not been in trainin,
for the purpose of learning how to use al
his powers to the best advantage. The ath-
lete was obliged in such preparation to be
temperate in all things. See the driver of
the ancient chariot, or the modern four-in-
hand ! Notice the strong bit ; still more, his
firm, skilled hand. He guides where he
wills. That perfect control is temperance ;
it is mastery. Man drives the team of his
bodily appetites—mettlesome horses they,
puvurlul. sometimes turbulent in their
strength ; but they have their work to dc,
to quell them utterly is no victory ; they
must be controlled. These appetites and
powers have their place, and no more. They
act at the man’s will, or remain quiet, at his
will. This is mastery. The horses must not
be allowed to run away with the chariot, nor
f:,i“ the control over the man. That would

defeat. The Christian must have himself
perfectly in hand ; there must be nothing
that he cannot say **No" to, if necessary.
The body wants to be master. Give it
bul{et—tiﬂ, is Paul's idea—and keep it
under. ** Keep the body under by keeping
the soul on top.” Body and mind are part-

ners in the business of life. Neither is a
ey

The word te and temp have,
of late years, acquired a special meaning.
They are generally understood to mean ab-
stinence from intoxicating liquors. And in
view of the terrible effects of alcoholic stim-
ulants, it would seem quite natural and
proper that, whenever the word temperance
is mentioned, we should think of opposition
to the saloon, and the drinking customs of
the day. We cannot oppose these things,
fraught with so much evil, too strongly and
persistently.

PAULINE TEMPERANCE.

In the mind of Paul, temperance stood
for much more than teetotalism. To him
temperance meant the legitimate use of
whatever is good in itself and in its effects.
He suggested to Timothy, who was not in
good health, that he take a little wine for his
infirmities ; just as a physician in these days
might prescribe liquor for his patient. But
to quote that advice given, under special

i and for medicinal pury
and when there was no such thing in the
world as the organized saloon, as an endorse-
ment of any use of alcohol as & beverage, is
absurd and wrong. Were Paul living to-day,
we would likely find him in the forefront of
the battle against the baneful liquor traffic.

IDEAL CHARACTER.

Pauline temperance is required to attain
ideal character. We are in the world with
a great moral purpose in view, to develop
that manhood which is illustrated in Jesus
Christ. This requires effort, struggle and

P partner. But mark ! they are not
equal partners. The body has some stake
in the concern, but must not have the man-
agement, Remember—you, you must be
master.

TEMPERANCE IN ALL THINGS.

How to acquire temperance in all things
is a great question. In other words, how
shall we set about to obtain the mastery !

(1). One of the means is to have a supreme
object in view—an object worthy the magni-
ficent powers of man, and commensurate
with the destiny of the soul.

Paul said, ** {Ais one thing I do--I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high
ealling of God in Christ Jesus.” That was
Paul's object ; his supreme aim. He de-
gired to know God, and to _serve God as his
all-absorbing purpose in life. And he did
not desire » vain thing. He desired the
most real of all things; he desired that
which the spirit of you and me and of every
man on this earth is desiring, and which we
must have or end life discontented and mis-
erable. v

Do we believe, that goodness, the building
up of a true Christ-like character, and all of
present and future blessedness which that
carries along with it, are the supreme things
for which, if need be, a man would sacrifice
all else that he has ¢ 1f we believe this—and
we ¢ " right, no doubt, in believing it—let
us, by the help of God. order our lives and
conduct, a8 if we did believe it.

(2). Another means is to keep the prize in
view. The racer puts forth continuous,
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4. “ Salf. a led, Af-control,

euger, straining effort, and ion of
thought upon the one thing—the crown.
There is no turning aside to examine the
beautiful seulptures and altars by the side
of the course; no stopping to exchange
greetings with the friends amongst the spec-
tators, The racer's progress is )nmm«ﬂi by
one idea, ‘‘the prize,” *‘the crown.” He
sees nothing but that. Everything is made

These three alone lead life to sovereign
power.”

. ““The bravest trophy ever man obtained

d
1s that which o'er bimself himself hath gained.”

6. Strength of character consists of two
things : power of will, and power of self-
restraint. It requires two things, therefore,
for its existence—strong feelings and strong
1 over them.

to bend to that. Everything that will not
help progress is di 1 or dismissed
All'must help to win the goal and the judge’s
award. 8o our life is no * walk-over” the
course, no lounging parade towards the goal,
but racing with all tLe eagerness of competi-
tion where the racers are companions but
not competitors. The Christian man knows
his ideal, and makes that the serious rulin
business of his life—the ideal of being foun
in Christ with all the depth of its meaning ;
the ideal of awaking up in his likeness, and
of being satisfied with it.

STRONG DRINK.

Few forms of self-indulgence, says one,
are more widespread or more baneful than
intemperance in the use of intoxicating
liquors. The figures which represent the
extent of the evil are appalling. Think of
the thousands of young men whose prospects
have been blighted and whose lives have been
made utter failures ; think of the hundreds
of desolate homes and the scores of starving
and neglected children ; think of the broken-
hearted mothers and wives who weep in
silence and in shame over those who were
once their idols and the hope of their lives ;
think of the defalcations, the ruined business
houses, the lost fortunes, and the suicides ;
think of the jails and almshouses, the asy-
lums and the prisons which are filled, all
through the influence of strong drink, and
then ask yourself, why was the bondage of
the black man more powerful in rousing a
nation against slavery ! Why was the awful
conditions of prisons in England before the
days of John Howard more appalling ¢ Why
do we not arise in our might and drive this
terrible appetite from our own lives, and
scourge the infernal traffic from our land ?

A CASTAWAY !

Paul realized that even he might become
a castaway. The word refers, says Nichol-
son, to the double scruting to which the
contestant in the game was subjected. The
first decided whether he was worthy to enter;
the second, whether he had so vun as to be
entitled to the evergreen chaplet. The
writer has the latter more particularly in
mind. Who shall tell the degradation and
misery of one who has offered a mercy to
others which he himself has at last despised;
urged truths on the eredence of others
which he has come to reject ; enforced laws
on others which he has at last transgressed
ave you ever known a powerful preacher
who fell by - sensuality, intemperance or
crime, until he became a castaway ! Have
ou ever known a man who once stood high
in the Church, who was loved for his useful-
ness, revered for his wisdom, trusted for his
rifht.eouunm, and admired for his piety, but
who became a castaway, the slave of his pas-
sions, the tempter of youth, the hater of
religion? There are such, and there is
nothing which moreforcefully reminds one of
the words of the Saviour: ‘‘Beware, lest
after all your present attainments you be-
come a castaway.”

SIDE-LIGHTS.,
1. “Not in the clamor of the crowded street,
Not in the shouts and plaudits of the throng,
But in ourselves are triumph and defeat.”
2. “Real qlory springs from the conquest of our.
v

selves,
And without that th: conqueror is naught

But the veriest slave,
8. “He that is slow to anger is better than the
mighty ;
And he lxn ruleth his spirit than he that
taketh a city.”

7. Self-control is at the root of all the vir-
tues. Let a man yield to his impulses and
promises, and from that moment he gives
up his moral freedom.

8. Young people of Methodism, be alert,
be thoughtful, be active, be prayerful. Take
to yourselves the whole armor of God. Sum-
mon_every ally into this holy war. Re-
member Mansoul never fell save by the
treachery of the townsmen within her walls.
Heaven's King is on our side. Above the
clash of battle he cries to us: **Fight, I'll
help thee ; conquer, I'll crown thee.”

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Arrange for a paper to be read on the Isth-
mian games, Whil:!l illustrates the topic so
precisely. Have another one on ** Self-Mas-
tery,” and still another on ** The Castaway "
—all brief and pointed.

THEY NEED GUIDANCE.

There is nothing in which our young peo-
ple so much need guidance as in the selection
of their reading. A Board of Counsel, who
shall advise for them, is a great help. There
is such a confusing multiplicity of books of
all sorts that they are bewildered. New
publications in a constant stream push out
those approved by time. Young people are
apt to read only that which is the talk of the
hour. Too generally it is some work of
fiction of only passing interest and worth,
if even that. Biographies, histories, books
of travel, and scientific exposition—works of
entrancing interest, educational as well as
entertaining—are rarely opened, the latest
sensational story having the right of way.
Christian young people must find some
worthier occupation for their time and brains.
— Western Christian Advocate.

HOW TO READ.

Try to carry something from every book
you read. 1If a book is worth reading, it is
worth remembering. One cannot remember
everything ; and to each person the things
worth bering will differ ling to
his tastes and the amount of insight he
brings with him. But every one may carry
away something, and may thus feel that the
book leaves him to some degree richer than
it found him ; that it has helped him to add
to his stock-in-trade, so to speak, of facts or
of ideas. If it has not done this, why should
one have spent so much eyesight upon it ?
Why not have given the time to bicycling or
baseball, or have lain down upon the grass
and watched white clouds flit across the sky ¢

How to remember the contents of a good
book, or at least the best part of them, is a
difficult problem, and one which becomes
more difficult the older one grows, for the
memory is less retentive in middle life than
in youth, and the pressure of daily work in a
profession or business tends to clog the free
play of intellectual movement in nﬁhem
distinet from that work. The most obvious
plan is to make notes of the things that
strike you most. This involves time and
trouble, yet the time and trouble are not
lost, for the mere effort of selecting the
salient facts, or of putting into a concise
form the salient ideas, helps to impress them
on the mind, so that they have more chance
;))illning remembered, even should the notes

ost.
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If the book belongs to you, it is not a had
device to use the blank sheet or two which
one often finds inside the covers for making
brief notes, adding references to the pages ;
or if there are no blank sheets pastein two
or three and use them for this purpose. 1
have a friend, one of the most learned in
Eum}»e. who copies out on slips of paper of
a uniform size the best things he finds in the
books he peruses, and arranges them in card-
board boxes also of a uniform size, which
form a part of his library, and are a sort of
dlntillull quintessence of his vast reading.
Others find it better to use notebooks for the
same purpose.—The Youth's Companion.

OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE.

The novel method adopted by an English
bicyelist in Africa, Mr. Lloyd, to
escape from a lion, is thus narrated :

One fine morning Mr. Lloyd started on
his wheel for a village a few miles from the
mission station. He took the main road to
Uganda, which was a good thoroughfare
about five feet wide. After climbing a long
hill he came to the descent on the other
side, a long, gentle slope, where he knew the
road was smooth.

Up went his feet to the coasters, and
away he flew down the hill, going faster
every minute. Near the bottom of the hill
was a turn.  On approaching this, he again
put his feet to the pedals.

As he rounded the curve a terrible sight
burst upon him. In the middle of the
narrow path lay a full-grown lion, its head
down upon its paws, facing up the hill.

Mr. Lloyd could not stop, or if he did
stop, it would be in the very jaws of the
king of the forest. To the left was a wall of
rock twenty feet high, and to the right a
steep embankment with the river a hundred
feet below. Escape seemed impossible.

Suddenly he remembered that the wild
men he had met were always afraid of his
bicycle Perhaps a wild beast might be
affected in the same way. Therefore he did
the only thing he could do. Releasing his
check on the wheel, ringing his bell, and
shouting with all the power of his lungs, he
forced the bicycle at its best speed directly
toward the couchant lion.

The beast raised its head. Then, seeing
this unearthly creature, with so strange a
voice, rushing fearlessly upon it, it gave a
blood-curdling yelp, and sprang to one side
just as the rider flew past.

NO WONDER.

The explanation given below of the cause
of a singer’s distressing cough is so simple
that it might readily have oceurred to anyone.
But then, the man that thought of it was
from Ireland.

“And how is Misthur Brown!" he in-
quired of one of the singer's friends. ‘1 was
hoping he'd be giving a concert in the town
hnﬁ w‘{dlnt he was here, so Mrs. Casey and
me could be favored to hear some more of
his foine songs.”

“He has a bad cough just now,” said the
friend.

** Oh, now, that's too bad,” said Mr. Casey,
with feeling, ‘“‘but it's no wonder, all the
game. That sthrong voice he has, pressing
on his loongs, would be apt to give him a
cough now and then, its likely.”

Ax Ohio farmer went to the ciw to buy
his wife a Christmas present. hen he

returned to his home he tossed a bundle into
his wife's lap, saying, ** There is your Christ-
mas gift, dear ; it is some cotton to make me
night shirts out of !” Of course, she was
glad to know her husband had such good
sense and exquisite taste,

——
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rtment_should be
directed to REV, 8. T. BARTLETT, Box 216, Napanee,

All communications for this

Ontario.

e invites the co-operation of all Junior work-
ers in making these pages both

ight and profitable.

The Boy Who Means to Be a Man.

Only a little boy, my friends,
But I'll do the best I can ;

For by and by, in the coming years,
1 mean to be a man.

Not something that wears a coat and hat,
Kid gloves, and curling hair,

Whose only ambition seems to
To dress with the neatest eare.

Not something that carries between his lips
A cigar or pipe of clay,

And keeps the article in full blast
A dozen times a day.

Not something that digs and delves so hard,
But is poor as poverty still ;

While a goodly part of his hard-earned cash
Gioes into the drink-seller’s till.

But & man—an honest, whole-souled man-—
Brave-hearted, kind and true ;

Who is always found in the foremost ranks
Whenever there’s work to do.

Now, hoys, be wise. Join hands with me,
There is work enough for us all ;

And by and by in the strife we shall fill
The places of those who fall.

And let us resolve in childhood's years
To be faithful in all things, and then
We may each fill an honored station in life,
1f we should live to be men.
—Our Young Folks.

Weekly Topics.
Feprvary  10ra—* Lessons
Fathers.”

from Bible

A month ago **Bible Mothers " was the
topie. A month hence ** Bible Children” is
to be the subject of study. ‘*Mothers,”
++ Fathers " and * Children " suggest the
central thought of Home. The id relation
of parents to children and vic is a very
important study. The Bible alone can fully
analyze and describe it.  Bible biography is
true to fact, All Bible * Fathers " were not
necessavily in the highest sense true fathers.
Some of them were guilty of favoritism,
others of unwholesome indulgence, and man;
reaped in bitterness the result of foolish
laxity of a healthy discipline. As in the
family the mother is the ideal embodiment of
love, the father represents authority. The
wise exercise of authority pre-supposes self-
discipline. The earthly father, who is him-
self under the control of the Heavenly
Father, will seek, like Abram of old, to
“Command his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the way of
the Lord, to do justice and judgment.”
Authority in the father suggests submission
on the part of the child. Ephesians 6 : 4
and Col. 3: 21 give us the New T t

bound together in ties of affecticn and the
union is that of mutual sympathy and help-
fulness rather than of formal legal despotism
and slavish fear.

HINTS,

1f possible, get a father to conduct this
topic in {lour League.

Give the boys the right of way this time.

Offer such questions a week ahead as these
few samples :

1. How did Abraham prove his supreme
love to God 1

2. In the story of Gen. 22 (9th verse) how
did Tsaac prove his obedience and bravery !

3. Jacob once ** played a trick" on his
father (Gen. 27). In what way, twenty years
after, did he suffer great fear on account of
it 7 (Gen. 32).

4. Who was Jacob’s favorite son, and how
did the father's favoritism result in great
trouble to all the family ? (Gen. 37).

5. What indulgent father had great sorrow
as the result of his lack of proper parental
discipline ! (1 Sam. 3: 13, ete.).

6. What father freely gave up his sons to
follow the Lord ? (Matt. 4: 21, 22).

7. Name a * fast youth” who brought
great sorrow to his fntﬁer 7 (1 Sam. 18).

Advise every boy in your League to read
carefully Proverbs 4 during the week, and
let it be the scripture lesson read in meeting
in connection with this topic. Your meeting
should influence every boy to be a good son.

Fepruary 17— Why should we avoid
evil companions " Ps. 1: 1.6 1 Cor.
15:33.

If, last week, you read carefully Prov. 4,

you will have noted verses 14-16. They
make an excellent starting point for to-day’s
study on *‘Keeping from bad company.”
An old Spanish proverb says, “* Live with
wolves and you will soon learn to howl.”
Some would change it to read, ** Live with
wolves and you will soon teach them to talk.”
But it does not work that way. Bad com-
yany will make the boys who frequent it,
had too. Lesson for boys : ** Keep wour dis-
tance.” ** Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from
it, and pass away.” . Another lesson :
“Dow't experiment.” 1 know a boy who
thought he would see what gunpowder and a
mateh would do if united. He lit the n atch
and the powder flashed up and badly burned
the boy. Bad company will burn hut not
unless you go with it. Another les-
son : ** Prevention is better thaneure,” A bad
man may be pardoned and cleansed, but the
Grace of God cannot give back his lost life.
1f a boy grows up to be a bad man, his soul
may be saved at last but his life cannot be
recalled. (A hoy led by bad companions stole
aride on a train on Sunday. He lost his
footing, slipped under the car, lost his arm
and nearly his life. He lived to be a good
man ; but he never had his lost arm restored.)
Sin destroys.  Again, if you go in bad com-
pany you will tuke others with you. 8o you
will do them harm as well as yourself, and
be making the world worse instead of better.
(Two boys go astray. one led by the other.
Both grow up in sin; but by and by the
Jeader is reformed ; but the one he led astray
is in itentiary convicted of laugh
ter. ﬁ'hnugh reformed himself, the leader
of years ago cannot rid himself of the awful
responsibility of having started the murderer
on his wrong career).

A boy who goes in bad_company is bound
to ruin ion and ch body and

iden of paternal duty, and if fathers lived
accordingly, the observance of the fifth Com-
mandment by the children would often be
made easier. Here, then, sre the two chief
thoughts- —authority and submission ; but the
former is to be the reflection of the kind and
gentle law of love as centred in God the
Great Father, and the latter is to be that of
the loyal and willing obedience of the Divine
Son who said, **I do always those things
that please Him.” So the whole family is

soul, time and eternity, for himself and his
companions, unless at once by God's help he
resolves to keep away. ** At once,” because
bad habits, like snowballs, grow larger the
more they are turned over, hecause going
astray is like sliding down hill —easy to
start, but hard to stop—and wreckage is
sure at the bottom of the descent.
«T would if 1 could,” said a man of his
mbling, * but I can’t stop now.” And he
ied a gambler.)
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HINTS,

Make this meeting thoroughly conversa-
tional. Draw the Juniors out along such
lines of testimony as such questions as these
suggest :

1. What are some proofs of *bad com-
pany 1" e.g.: Sabbath breaking, indolence
at school, disobedience to parents and teach-
ers, coarse lan , slang, etc., use of
tobacco, especially cigarette smoking, lying,
" pen‘{’; stealing, truancy, awuring. ete.

2. at does ** bad company " lead to !
e.g.: Immorality, lawlessness, loss of self-
respect, character, good name, and often to
prison and death.

3, What is the best cure for **bad com-
pany 1" For the ‘*bad” only one, God's
Eﬁa ; for others the resolve, with God's

p, ** 1 will not go with them.”

Fesruary 248 —** Pledge Meeting.”

(The Pledge service or some adaptation of
it, as given in * The Junior League Hand-
book,” published by Book Room, Toronto,
will make this a very impressive and helpful
meeting. Tryit!)

Magcn 3rp.—* Bringing others to Jesus.”
John 1 : 40-45.

Why ? (1) Because Jesus needs them,
and (Z) Because they need Jesus.

Whom ! All we can influence, but espe-
cially (1) Our own loved ones at home, and
(2) Our playmates and friends.

How ! (1) By personal invitation ; (2) By
showing that our own lives are better and
happier by serving Him; (3) By our prayers ;
(4) By missionary gifts, that others whom we
send may preach Christ to all the world,

hen ! Soon, because Jesus is a daily
blessing, and every day spent without him
is a lost day.

Nore.— This is pre-eminently # missionary
topic. We are llrw do missionary work for
Jesus.

Mancn 107H.—* Lessons from Bible Chil-
dren.”

e.g.: (1) Christ Himself a child, and so
glorfied childhood. Jno. 1 114, (2) He
wants the children for their own sakes.
Matt. 19 : 13-15. (3) He can use hoth boys
and girls, e.g., John 6, 9, Samuel, Naaman's
“little maid,” Josiah, Samuel, Timothy,
Daniel, ete. (4) His teaching coneerning
greatness—**a little child in the midst.”

Bible children teach us. (Find examples) :
(1) To love God early in life. (2) To study
his Word in youth. (3) To be courageous
in doing right. (4) To be steadfast in resist-
ing all wrong. (D) To serve him among our
companions.  (6) To worship in his sanc-
tuary.  (7) To be faithful to him in our
homes. (8) To devote willingly whatever
we have to his use. (9) To grow, by prayer,
in the graces of the Holy Spirit, ete.

(Set your Juniors to work to find illus-
trations.)

Notes From the Leagues.

From correspondence with various sec-
tions, it appears that the New Year has
started walr with our Junior work and work-
ers. Numbers of Leagues report excellent
meetings. From the number received within
a fortnight we give the following in full, and
say, ** Well done ! Fred Victor ission ™" :

The Junior Epworth League of Fred Victor
Mission, Toronto, held its first meeting of
the new year on Sunday, January Gth,

The meeting began at 10:45 a.m., with a
song service of ten minutes, conducted by
J. ie Rook, after which the League w.s
opened with prayer by Jennie Elliott, Marion
Dickson -mf tiw vice-president, Eugene
Steele, the Lord’s prayer being repeated in
concert by all present. This was followed
by singing, during which the weekly offering
was taken. The primary department, about
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fifty in number, then went upstairs to the
“* Kitchen-Garden” room for their lesson
with two of the deaconesses, who have charge
of this part of the League work.

The topic ‘Starting Right” (2 Chron.
34:3), was then taken up with those re-
maining by Mr. A. F. McKenzie, who, to-
gether with Mr. G. A. C. Phillips, are the
Joint superintendents of the League. Nearly
all responded to the np{;enl of Mr. McKenzie
to begin the new year by pledging ourselves
to Jesus to live for him,

When the primary class had returned sev-
eral certificates were given to members who
had attended ten or twenty-five successive
Sundays, and a special token of a small
testament was given to the following, who
attended every Sunday last year : Rene Syl
vester, Eugene Steele, Eliza Steele, Katie
Drummer, Jessie Drummer, John Drummer,
Muriel McKechnie, May Goddard, Adelaide
Goddard, Florence Goddard, Violet Goddard
and Alex. Harvey.

Our committees are well organized and are
doing good work. A weekly cottage prayer
meeting is conducted by the members of the
Cabinet and Prayer Meeting Committee.

We think we are entitled to the honor of
being the largest Junior Epworth League in
Canada, having a membership of 285, over
200 of whom were present last Sunday.

We wish all the Juniors of Canada a happy
and prosperous year,

ReNE Syivester, Pres,
James RoserTsoN, Sec'y.

OAKVILLE starts the new year with a good
exumple to others, viz., two of the Seniors
assisting in the programme, and a fine Sun-
day morning meeting centring on the new
year resolves.

Hensatn League enjoyed a good object-
lesson talk from *“a gentleman with a tiny
ladder " —name not reported. The wise use
of objects in meeting is exceedingly helpful.
Do it again, Mr. Gentleinan,

Norta Parkpare seuds a good report
through Miss Edna Woodeock. The Era
Topie Outline for January 6th was given by
Mrs. Fitzpatrick. Spivited singing, brief
prayers, and the distribution of missionary
pennies for use as talents all helped to make
a good meeting.

WiNauawm, with newly-elected officers, a
good membership, graded divisions for sys-
tematic Bible study and wise superintend-
ence, is hound to progress.

Ziox Taw
members co 5
day at 10 a.m. Blackboard fi
outlines followed with interest.

CepAR SPRINGS is not a large League, but
is trying to do faithful work. Perseverance
will overcome even the difficulties met with
in our rural districts.

Naravee Wesr held a splendid Mothers’
meeting.  About 1560 were in attendance.
Six brief but good papers from as many
members on Bible idothem were given, a
instructive talk on ** When 1 Was a

rl,” was much enjoyed and the pastor
summed up the lessons of the meeting with

Mevory.
Osey.
TRUTHFUL,
APPY.
Easy.
REVERENCE,
He said that ** Memory " of ** Mother " stays
with one all through life. He advised the
Juniors to **Obey” mother, always be
“Truthful " to her, seek to make her
i Hlm»y." give her as * Easy” a time as
mssible at home, and always * Reverence "
er name and memory. It was an excep-
tionally good meeting.

used. Kra

ExceLLeNT solutions of the Bible History
Alphabet are coming in by almost every
day’s mail. Before you read this the con-

test will be closed and the prizes awarded.
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Three Little Servants.

1 have a little servant
With a single eye,
She always does my bidding,
Very faithfully ;
But she eats me no meat,
And she drinks me no drink,
A very clever servant, as you well may think.

Another little servant,
On my finger sits,
She, the one-eyed little servant,
Very neatly fits.
But she eats me no meat,
And she drinks me no drink,
A very clever servant, as you well may think,

Now, one more little servant,
Through the single eye,
Does both the others’ bidding,
Very faithfully ;
But she eats me no meat,
And she drinks me no drink,
A very clever servant, as you well may think.

A needle and a thimble,
And a spool of thread,

Without the fingers nimble,
And the knowing head,

They would never make out
If they tried a v.luz.

To sew a sjuare of patchwork, as you well

may say. —Troy Budget.

Backward and Forward.

(Fill the blanks with words which are
spelled the same each way.)

How pleasant, when the sun is high at the
hour of ——, or when the western sky grows
brighter and ——, before the shades of —
hegin to gather, to jump into a light —

and ride fast along some smooth, —— road,
where every sight that meets the — is
fresh and fair, and the — of young birds

in their nests or the of a distant horn
is heard. Here goes some little child with
her tied under her chin ; there n —
with a rosary at her side, on her way to per-
form some —— of charity, and there a public
official or patriotic citizen on his way to vote
or perform some other — duty toward
his country.

John's References.

John was fifteen years old when he ap-
l»liud for a place in the office of a well-known
lawyer who had advertised fora boy ; but he
had no reference. ** T am afraid I will stand
a poor chance,” he thought, “but I'll try.”

he lawyer glanced him over from head
to foot.

‘A good face,” he thought, **and pleas-
ant ways.”  Then he noted the new suit,
but other boys had appeared in new clothes,
—saw the well-brushed hair and clean-look-
ing skin. Very well, but there had been
others here quite as cleanly ; another glance
showed the t{n er-nails free from soil,

““Ah! that looks like thoughtfulness,”
thought the lawyer.

Then he asked a few direct, rapid ques-
tions, which John answered as directly.

“Prompt,” was the lawyer's Ihouuﬂt i he
can speak up when necessary. Let me see
your writing,” he added aloud.

John took the pen and wrote his name.

““Very well ; easy to read and no flour-
ishes. Now, what references have you ?"

The dreaded question at last. Johu's
face fell. He began to feel some hope of
success, but this dashed it.

T have not any,” he said slowly ; *“I'm
almost a stranger in the city.”

““Can’t take a boy without reference,” was
the rejoinder, and as he spoke a sudden
thought sent a flush to John's cheek.

“uflnve no references,” he said, with hesi-
tation, ** but here is a letter from mother I
just received.”

The lawyer took it. Tt was a short letter :

My Dear John,—I want to remind you
that whenever you get work you must con-
sider that work your own. Don't go into
it, as some hoys do, with the feeling that you
will do as little as you can, and get some-
thing better soon ; but make up your mind
you will do as much as possible, and make
ruumeli 80 necessary to your employer that
he will never let you go ! You have been a
good son to me. Be as good in business,
and I am sure God will bless your efforts.

“H'm!" said the lawyer,reading it over &
second time. *‘That is pretty good advice,
John—excellent advice ! T rather think I'll
try you, even without references.”

John has been with him six years, and last
spring was admitted to the bar.

“Do you intend to take the young man
into partnership 7" asked a friend, lately.

““Yos, 1do; I couldn't get along without
John.”

And John always says the best reference
he ever had was a mother’s good advice and
honest praise.— Wellspring.

How He Paid His Debt. ~

William Scott, the Vermont boy whose
life Lincoln saved after he had been con-
demned to be shot for sleeping at his post,
said of his interview with the President :
“He stood up, and he says to me, ‘My
boy, stand up here and look me in the face.’
1 did as he bade me. My boy,’ he said,
¢ you are not going to be shot to-morrow, 1
am going to trust you and send you back to

our regiment. 1 have come up here from
&’mhingﬂm. where I have a great deal to
do, and what I want to know is how you are
oing to pay my bill.” T said 1 didn't see
ow, hut r.wm sure I would find some way

if 1 lived. Then Mr. Lincoln put his
hands on my shoulders and looked into my
face as if he were sorry, and said, * My boy,
my bill is a very large one. There is only
one man in all the world who can pay it, and
his name is William Scott,  If from this day
William Scott does his duty, so that, if I
were there when he comes to die, he could
look me in the face as he does now, and say,
I have kept my promise and I have done my
duty as a soldier, then my debt will be paid.
Will you make that promise and try to keep
it?" Teaid I would make the promise, and,
with God’s help, I would keep it. He went
away out of my sight forever. 1 know 1
shall never see him again, but may God
forget me if ever I forget kind words or
my promise Mr. Chittenden, who had a
personal share in bringing the case of Scott
to Lincoln’s attention, and who watched his
subsequent ecarcer, says he became **the
general favorite of all his comrades, the
most popular man in his regiment, and
modest, unassuming and unspoiled by his
success.”  He died risking his lifo in the
rescue of wounded men, **being shot all to
pieces."—Christian Endeavor World.

A Remedy for Various Things.

The following advertisement appeared in
a London paper, and in answer to an inquiry
by Mrs. McPherson, a truthful but hardly
satisfactory reply was received :

“To the public: A gentleman who was
cured of drinking, smoking, talking too lond,
going out at night, going to the races and
gambling, and who also gained twenty pounds
of flesh in three years, and was completely
restored to health, will sell the secret to any
respectable person for half & crown. If no
cure, money returned. Address in confi-
dence,” etc.

Mrs. McPherson sent for the remedy, and
received the following reply :

“1 was cured of all rﬁm bad habits men-
tioned by a three years' enforced residence
in Her Majesty’s prisons.”
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Honest Polly.

A matron was oue day teaching a little
colored girl on her plantation how to spell,
says the Memphis Scimitar. She used a
pictorial primer, in which each word was
accompanied by an illustration.

wlibly spelled “*0-x, ox," and ‘*b-0-x,

and the teacher thought she was
making *‘vight rapid progress,” perhaps
even too rapid

So she put her hand over the picture, and
then asked : ** Polly, what does o-x spell 1"

«0x,” answered Polly, nimbly

« How do you know that it spells ox 1"

Polly was as honest as the day.

«Seed his tail ! she responded

Turn About.

The French have a saying, * He who re
yd turn should never forget it he
es one should never remember it
of a New York newsboy and a
physician, told by the New York Herald,
illustrates this wise saying

A physician who recently moved uptown
took an evening paper from a small newsboy
and dived into his pocket for the change.

«That's all right, doctor,” remarked the
little fellow ; *I'll not take no money
Don't you remember Jimmie, that you cured
last winter with the fever!

Then the physician recognized in the tall
and sturdy boy a little lad whom he had
pulled through a fever, without pay
ment |

“But that's all right, Jimmie,” he said ; |
« and you must certainly let me pay you for |
the paper.”

. said the boy, Tl not. Where
are you living up here, doctor ! 1 want to
come and see you.”

He hasn’t yet turned up to see the doctor,
but every morning and evening he slips a
paper under the door; and, to have & proper
P irerstanding in the beginning, with the |
first paper he scribbled a little notice

“ Pl

from Jimmie.

Tested His Strength.

M—— was home from_college
spending his summer vacation. The M—-'s
were people fairly well-to-do, and Charley
was passing the forenoon very comfortably
on the cool and shady verandah.

Down by the barnyard fence, in a ne-

glected place, a crop of strong, I\uullh_\"

Weeds had sprung up and flourished under
the summer sun. Left unmolested in the
rush of work on the farm, they were fast be
coming & blot on the otherwise orderly

emises, and that morning Charley’s father

the *“old man"—had sallied forth, and
was now making a vigorous assault upon the
patch.

Suddenly he left off his work and came ap
into the yard. Taking a broomstick which
h:\ll\r' ned to be leaning against the verandah,
he laid it on the ss, then turned to
Charley and said

“@et down here and see if you can pull
me over that stick.”

He held in his hand a small chain, in each
end of which was inserted a stout stick to
serve as & handle. Then the tug began, and
developed into quite a spirited contest. But
at last Charley succeeded in dragging the old
man across the line

“There, thatll do,” he said, dropping
his end of the chain. ‘I guess you've got
strength enough to pull them weeds down
there by the barn.”

1 never said & word,” said Charley, tell-
ing the story afterward, ** but before noon
re weren't any weeds left standing.”

Youth's Companion.

ease, doctor, accept these papers allus | net
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BETTER THAN EVER!

The Epworth

1. Famous English Statesmen.

. Out with the Old Voyagers.
3. The Apostle of the North.
4. Canadian Citizenship.

f

The League that does not purchase
behind the times.

The regular price of the four books
address in Canads, postpaid, for §
market

In what way can $2.00 be invested

Address all orders to

WILLIAM BRIGG ,
4 TORONTO,

w——Reading Course

interesting and instructive re ding matter
for young people.

From reports coming to us, from every direction, the books are declared to

, % better than ever,” and are giving great satisfaction.

C.W.COATES,

League ~»

For 1900-01

These four volumes have been care-
ully selected ‘with a view to supplying

at least one set of this course is away

{s 84,60, but they will be sent to any
00. The best bargain in books on the

to better advantage !

S.F. HUESTIS,
HALIFAX.
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Eighty Pleasant Evenings.
Compiled by the Press Committee of
Memorial Christian Endeavor Soclety
manuel Church. Cloth, net -

Soclal —to Save.
A book of suggestions for the Social Committees
of Christian Endeavour Societies and for the
Home Circle. By Amos R Wells. Cloth,
. o b <. .- 350

Fifty Soclal Evenings.
First series. For vanrlhh-nu\n-w and the Home
Circle. By Mrs. Annie E. Smiley, with an in
troduction by Rev. W.1. Haven. ( loth, net - 30¢

Fifty Soclal Evenings.
Second series. For Epworth Leagues and the
| ‘Home Circle. By Mrs. Annie E. Smiley. Cloth,
| net L . o
| Firey Literary Eventogs
For Epworth Leagues and the Home Circle. By
8. G. Ayres, B.D, Cloth, net- - - - 300
Prayer-Meeting Methods.
A hook of plans for young people's religlous
 therings. How to prepare for and conduct
‘hristian  Endeavour _prayer-meetings and
similar  gatherings. By Amos R. Wells
Cloth, net 4 8w S sfa # 3¢

| Fuel for Missionary Fires.
Some Programmes and plans for use in Young
People's S s, Sunday-Schools, Monthly
Mlmlmmri Cong h
Belle M. Brain. Cloth, net

and Mission Bands. By |
<. - B0
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UNG PEOPLE'S SOGIETIES

The Missionary Manual.
A Handbook of Methods for Missionary tWark
A Voung People’s Socleties. By Amos K. Wells
Cloth, net - "8 K . .. ..
Epworth League Manua
A Handbook of Epworth League Methods for the
A e Pastors, Officers and Members of Epworth
Lo uies and Epworth Leagues of Christian £
Gagur.  Compiled by Rev. A.C.Crews - - %50
Junior League Hand-Book.
Devoted to Junior League Methods of Work.
Compiled, arranged, and written by Re %,
Bartlett (buthorized by the General K. L. Board).
Cloth - = = =+ = * * cses e 80
Junior League Methods and Programmos
For the use of Junior League Superintendonta
o workers. By Mrs. Annie K. Smiley. Cloth,
net . . .. ... e
Work and Workers.
Practical suggestions for Junior Epworth League.
P Frederick . Parkburst, D.D., with an i
By duotion by Rev. Edwin A. Schell, Ph.D.
Cloth = e . O - 8o
The Epworth League.
Its place in Methodism. A Manual. By Rev. J.
B* Robinson, D.D., Ph.D, Cloth - - - - - 0o
Epworth League Workers,
By Jucob Embury Price. Cloth - - - - - T8
Epworth League Secretary's Book,
‘Or Epworth Leagues of Christian Endeavour, Lo:
O K lety, desiined for a complete yearly record,
o8 nged by Rev. A. C. Crews. Cloth - - - 360
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BY CANADIAN AUTHORS.
BN

Messinh's Second Advent.
A Study in Eschatology. By Calvin Good
speed, D.D., LL.D., Professor of Systematic
Theology and Apologetics in McMaster
University, Toronto. Cloth, net, $1.00,

The 0ld Testament Sacrifices.
By Rev. Donald McKenzie, of Toronto,
formerly minister of Orangeville. Cloth,
1.25.
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§  MNemenmees of the Churches.
Seven Pioneer Missionaries, with portraits,
o By Re J. E. Sanderson, M.A. Cloth.
5 cents.

0 The Making of & Christian.
A helpful work on the higher Christian life.
o By Rev. John Maclean, Ph.D. Cloth, 75
cents.
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