
^,

^^.^

IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

/q

^/%i**.

i/x

1.0

I.I

11.25

|50 "^™ 12.5

2.2

2.0

mi

^1^

Hv]

o<^

^

/

'^ > /^

''W
'/ Photographic

Sciences
Corporation

23 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, N.Y. 14580

(716) 872-4503



CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHM/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions / Institut Canadian de microreproductions historiques



Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notss techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best

original copy available for filming. Features of this

copy which may be bibliographically unique,

which may alter any of the images in the

reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

n Coloured covers/

Couverture de couleur

I I

Covers damaged/

D
Couverture endommagie

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurie et/ou pellicul6e

I I

Cover title missing/

D
D

Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes giographiquos en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

I I

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

D
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/

Reli6 avec d'autres documents

r^K Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion

I I along interior margin/
Lareliure serr^e peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distortion le long de la marge int^rieure

D Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these

have been omitted from filming/

II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajout6es

lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,

mais, lorsque cela 6tait possible, ces pages n'ont

pas 6t6 filmtes.

L'Institut a microfilm^ le meilleur exemplaire
qu'il lui a 6t6 possible de se procurer. Les details

de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-dtre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la mAthode normale de filmage
sont indiquis ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagdes

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restauries et/ou pelliculdes

I

1/^ages discoloured, stained or foxed/
1 M Pages d^color^es. tachetdes ou piqu^es

I I

Pages detached/
Pages d6tach4es

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of prir

Quality in6gale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materii

Comprend du materiel suppl^mentaire

Only edition available/

Seule Edition disponible

r~l/ Showthrough/

I

I

Quality of print varies/

I I

Includes supplementary material/

I I

Only edition available/

TK

to

J\

po
of

fil

Or
be
thi

sl(

ot

fir

sU
or

Th
sh
Til

w»

Ml
dif

en^

bei

rig

reo

me

D Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata

slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement

obscurcies par un feuiliet d'errata, une pelure,

etc., ont itib film6es A nouveau de facon d

obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplimentaires:

Irregular pagination : [2], [1 ] - 232, 241-552, 233-240, 553-828, 15 p.

pages may film slightly out of focus.

Wrinkled

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est film6 au taux de reduction indiqui ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30X

y

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



s

Stalls

s du
lodifier

r une
Image

The copy filmed here has been reproduced thanks
to the generosity of:

University de Slierbroolce

The images appearing here are the best quality
possible considering the condition and legibility

of the original copy and in keeping with the
filming contract specifications.

Original copies in printed paper covers are filmed
beginning with the front cover and ending on
the last page with a printed or illustrated impres-
sion, or the beck cover when appropriate. All
other original copies are filmed beginning on the
first page with a printed or illustrated impres-
sion, and ending on the last page with a printed
or illustrated impression.

The last recorded frame on each microfiche
shall contain the symbol —»• (meanin'i "CON-
TINUED"), or the symbol V (meaning "END"),
whichever applies.

Maps, plates, charts, etc., may be filmed at
different reduction ratios. Those too large to be
entirely included in one exposure are filmed
beginning in the upper left hand corner, left to
right and top to bottom, as many frames as
required. The following diagrams illustrate the
method:

L'exemplaire filmi fut reproduit grfice A la

g4n6rosit6 de:

Univertiti de Sherbrooke

Les images suivantes ont 4t6 reproduites avec le

plus grand soin, compte tenu de la condition et
de la nettet6 de l'exemplaire film6, et en
conformity avec les conditions du contrat de
filmage.

Les exemplaires originaux dont la couverture en
papier est imprimAe sont film6s en commenpant
par le premier plat et en terminant soit par la

dernlAre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration, soit par le second
plat, selon le cas. Tous les autres exemplaires
originaux sont filmte en commenpant par la

premiere page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration et en terminant par
la dernlAre page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

Un des symboles suivants apparaftra sur la

dernidre image de cheque microfiche, selon le

cas: le symbole — signifie "A SUIVRE ", le

symbole V signifie "FIN".

Les cartes, planches, tableaux, etc., peuvent dtre
filmte d des taux de reduction diffdrents.
Lorsque le document est trop grand pour dtre
reproduit en un seui clich6, il est fiimd d partir

de I'angle sup6rieur gauche, de gauche d droite,
et de haut en bas, en prenant le nombre
d'images n^cessaire. Les diagrammes suivants
illustrent la mithode.

-rata

o

telure,

I d

3
}2X

1 2 3

1 2 3

4 5 6



•»tfi



i' «
«.«•

#•%

GEl^ERAL COLLICTION

t

. «

OF THE

t BEST AND MOST INTERESTING

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS
IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD

;

MANY OF WHICH ARE NOW HRST TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH.

DIGESTED ON J NEW PLAN,

BY JOHN PINKERTON,
AUTHOR OF MODERN GEOGRAPHY, &c. fcc.

ILLUSTRATED WITH PLATES.

VOLUME THE NINTH.

LONDON
PRINTED FOR LONGMAN, HUR8T, REES, ORME, AND BROWN, PATERNOSTER-ROW \

AND CADELL AND DAVIES, IN THE STRAND.

1811.

m



11

Sitihan (nd Pitfton,

Vnmcrt-Kiitet, Irf)D(loa.



GENERAL COLLECTION

OF

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS.

A S I A.

EXTRACTS
FROM

THE TRAVELS OF PIETRO DELLE VALLE,
IN PERSIA.

THE author's preface,

I
HAD flattered myfelf that Mr. Schipano, a very learned man, and my particular

friend, would have taken the trouble of adjulling the colledion of letters he had
received from me at different places, in which I gave him a (ketch of the particulars of

my travels ; he having promifed to digefl my crude accounts into a connected and
hiuorical (hape, fo as to form a perfe£t book or them. Had he had leifure to dilate on
them as they required, and put them in regular order, they would have afforded a

much more tiniihed production, in point of elegance and inftrudion, than from under

my hands.

That this did not take place, I impute rather to the numerous occupations of my
friend than any coolnefs towards me ; and poffibly the exceflive abundance of matter

with which my long letters were furchaived, tended to prevent his redudlion of them
into any proportionate body. On myfelf, therefore, has devolved the care of hinder*

ing my extenfive travels from going without the reward more honourable than interefted,

of meeting the public eye, and of preventing the world itfelf from being deprived of the

profit and pleafure deducible from them.
The mere recital made by me publicly in the Academy of Humorifts at Rome, Ihortly

after my return from the Levant, was infufliclent to fatisfy either myfelf or thofe who
VOL. IX. a read
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read it ; Iccirtg that however juft my defcription of the matter T detailed, I could in a

difcourfc of no more than a few hours, but flightly and imperfeftly expatiate on this

fubdance. Much liavc I dciired to fee thefc relations in a more perfeft form, and
more regularly difpofed in refped to the various matter, that they might fo be better

*

adapted to the inftruftion of the ftudious ; this, however, to me would have been a

labour as tedious as difficult, on which account, to fave toil, as advifcd by my friends,

I have rcfolved on profeuting them to the public in the fame (hape of cpiflolary detail

in which tlity were communicated to Mr. Schipano at Naples ; and, noiwithftanding

I had neither the patience or inclination on the Ipols whonre I wrote to take copies of
them, I have had the good fortune of finding the whole of my letters complete, not one
having been loft that 1 had addrcHcd to my friend, who had favoured a number of
perfons of honour with copies of them, both at Naples and Rome, folicitous of them
after hearing them read as amufmg and gratifying to curiofity.

Either 1 am deceived, or they are now given much ameliorated and more correal

than in the original, as I have been ftudious of amending every fault of language or
orthography with which they were replete ; of retrenching in many places light and
frivolous circumftiuices relative individually to» myfelf, which I had candidly and
frankly related to a confidential friend, but without intention of publilhing to the

world.

In lieu of thcfe frivolities retrenched I have fubftiiuted matter eflentlal to the fubjefts,

either omitted in hurry or fuporficially treated, with intention of amplifying upon them
at leifure on fome future occafion. My friends have generally conceived, in unifon with

me, that this fonn of letters is beft calculated to pleafe the reader, as much from its

novelty (the familiar ftyle being rather unufual for hiftorical matter) as from the frank-

ncfs and candour natural to the charader of epiftles ingenuoufly conceived and void of
deceit. In them will be difcerned that naked and fimple truth, which in writing I have
ever been anxious to difplay. .

Of this defcription do I prefent them to the reader ; and fliould they prove acceptable,

my gratification will not be trilling
;

yet if the reverfc be the cafe, he will pofliblf

cxcufe the weakncfs of an author who has done his beft. If not wholly ungracious,

he will have fome rel'ped for my intention of ftudying as much as poflible to attain per-

fedion. 1 have further to add, that in compofing thefe letters I have not fought a pure,

choice, and elegant 'i'ufcan ftyle, fiich as might ferve as a model for other writers, or an

authority to be confulted as a fpeciinen of the manner of the moft excellent orators and
hiliorians ; on the contrary, 1 have compoCed them in my paternal tongue, the Roman,
and the ordinary dialed, without the atfcdation of piquing myfelfon the delicacy of the

ftyle, conceiving I efted enough in giving them that polite and ingenuous turn which

is fought in familiar correfpondence. If, however, the terms and ftyle ftiould fail to

pleafe my ri ader ; if he (hould f lil of difcovering that depth of erudition he may
require, let him relied that my condition of life, my profeflion exad of me as a duty to

be more delicate of doing well than of relating things with nicety. And in cafe I (hould

\)e fo unfortunate as to produce in thefe letters nothing which may accord with his

fancy, let him confiderat leaft, that in writing them I had no objed of framing afource

of entertainment for him, but merely of gratifying by their perufal, a friend who would

receive them with delight. Now, therefore, en prefenting them tothe public, it is

net to one particular place alone, not to the prefent generation that I give thera,

but to all the world, and to fucceftive ages : fo that if any thing fliould be diftafteful ac«

cording to the judgment of the public m one quarter, let it in compaflion refled, that

\a Qther countries it may be gracioufly received by other perfoos, and iu other times.

6 1 claim

ii

'L
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I claim cxcufe rather than condemnation for" having ftudied to fatisfy the tafte of

different parties, not only in the prefent but in future ages, for not having confined
.

myfelf to one corner of the globe, fuch as Naples or Italy, and for being defirous ©f

(hewing myfelf to the world, the chief parts of which, by my long travels, have become .

fufficiently femiliar to me to jiiftify my aflumption of the title of a citizen of the world,

as fuch to its various nations I wim my life and actions to be known.

.^t.;l:r''.V' N.ti, (h'fii^- iD^dft->.

LETTER I.

-,M •ii/f'Ife'.

ConJlantinopUf i'^dAug. \Si^

I
DO not merely imagine, I feel certain, that it will gratify you to hear from me at

this place, and fee me fulfil with pleafure what I confider a duty — imparting a

defcription of my voyage. I Ihall not repeat the account of my journey from Rome to

Naples, and Ihipment thence to Venice, but proceed to tell you, that on the 8th of June

I departed early in the morning from Malamoco, in the Grand Dauphin, a Venetian

galleon, mounting forty-five guns, and well provided.

On board we had, among five hundred perfons, a ftrange medley, both male and

female, confiding of foldiers, failors, merchants and travellers, of various religions ;

Catholics, heretics of different fefts, Greeks, Armenians, Turks, Perfians, Jews,

Italians of different provinces. Frenchmen, Spaniards, Portugueze, Englifli, Germans,

Flemings and others. The Angularity of the affemblage would have made it more

agreeable, had it not been for the inconvenience arifing from fo great a number com-

preffed in fuch little fpace.

An infeftious diforder was the refult, and of twenty or thirty which were dailyafflifled.

Death failed not of his tythe. Among the number taken offwere two travellers of diftinc-

tion ; fortunately neither my fervants or myfelf had occafion for the remedies of the mifer.

able barber-furgeon on board ; a man whofe appearance was fo little prepoffefling, that I

Ihould have been loth to have fuffered him to feel my pulfe even in perfeft health, left

I (hould receive a diftemper. Before we could hoift fails, in order to clear feveral flioals,

we were towed for an hour by twenty-three barks of eight oars, as large as feluccas,

each coihmanded by a good-looking man, lightly clad, with fo much ikill and fuch

cheerful and accordant notes, as much delighted me.

At length the fails were fet, the fea perfectly calm, b ;t the wind fo adverfe as to

oblige us to traverfe frequently the whole breadth of the Adriatic ; fo often indeed, that

we paffed backwards and forwards from the Ihores of Italy to thofe of Sclavonia, at leaft

five-and-twenty times, ere we reached the narrow mouth of this fea, coafting occafion-

ally on either fide. I tenderly faluted, in pafling the Ihores of the kingdom of Naples,

mindful of the friends it contained. When clear of the gulph, we got on with more

eafe, having wider fea-room, the wind yet continuing adverfe.

On lofing fight of Italy, the firft land we difcovered was the mountains of Chimacra,

anciently called Ciraunian.

Undc iter Italiam, curfus brevifilraus unJij. M)n. lib. iii. 507.
.*^'

laim

We laid for feveral hours at the foot of thefe mountains, which, from myaffeftion for

the poet who defcribes them, I regarded with delight ; thence we coafted the fhores of

Epirus, where 1 noticed before we arrived at Corfu, the port of Chaonia and the town
» a of
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of Butrinto, which ftlll retains the very ancient name, a little disfigured by the corrup-

tion of language. The fight of it brought to my memory the tears and lamentations

of Andromache, and the honors paid by her to the manes of her hu(band

:

Ante urbem, in loco, falA Simo«ntU ad undam. ^N. lib. iii. 302.

1 faw this river, and viewed with pleafure thofe fpots, anciently the abode* of the

allies of the Trojans. While gratified with the imagery which the fccne bffore mo
raifed in my mind, our velTel arrived at the port of Corfu ; about which the Venetians,

on rocks which frown defiance, have conftruftcd fome very flrong f'ortreflTcs.

We entered the port on the eve of the feftival of St. John, a day of great rejoicing at

Naples, but different then with us ; a furious wind arifing iufl after our entering the
port, which drove us from our anchors, and but for the fkill of the m iriners, would
nave thrown us on the breakers ; they faved us, but the fea all day continued to run fo

high, that I was unable to go on (hore till the next. Then I had an opportunity of vifiting

the town, which is fmall, and has little to recommend it ; the country about it, however^
is beautiful.

We remained here four days, on each of which I went on fhore to obfcrve whatever
was curious, treated always with much kindncfs by Signior Fabio Aronio, an officer

there, and a countryman of ours, fleeping at night on board. The only thing I found
remarkable was the fortrefs, defended by nature more than art, and impregnable.

Here the body of St. Spiridim is preferved fo perfeftly, that although he lived in the
time of the firfl council, his flefh appears yet lively and frefli, that of his log when
touched, rifing again from the prefTure. Here alfo lives a man reputedly of the race of
Judas ; whether this be true or fatfe (it is denied by himfclf) I know not ; I however,
ren.ember a fervant of ours who had refided at Corfu, affirming that fome of his race

ftiir exifled there, and that a houfe was pointed out as one which he inhabited.

Corfu was an unlucky port for us ; jufl after raifing anchor wc were encountered by
a hurricane, and dropping a fail, feveral failors were injured ; upon this occafion we
again ran great rifk of being driven on Ihore, but were refcued by the people of a galley

who faw our danger ; and, on the fame day, from the negligence of a Jewefs, part ofthe
rigging caught fire ; our people were prompt at extinguifhing it, or we might, in inidfl:

of water have been a prey to the flames. Hence we proceeded towards Zante the more
pleafantly, from our havmg landed one hundred and fifty foldiers at Corfu, together

with feveral merchants, which left us more room. On this courfe I faw the Venetian

cniizers, the fpot on which a great naval battle had been fought, and had opportunity

of noticing Leucate, Nerito, Sar.jos, the rocks of Ithaca, and the two Cephalonia:, called

by Virgil the Laertian kingdom ; I did not however foe Dulichium, which with Sainos,

poffibly formed a part of its domains ; neither did I meet with elucidation on the fub-

jeft of that Apollo, dreaded by mariners.

At one after midnight we anchored in the port of Zante ; where I landed early in

the morning. Zante no longer dcfervcs the title c'.' the woody. The ifland pofTefTes

no more any forefls ; its foil is unrequiting and barren, and the town of a fimilar name
is rather long, forms a kind of anii^hithcatre towards the fea, and is commanded by high

hills at the biick, much rel'embling thofe which furround Meflina j its buildings however^
like thofe of Corfu, b-^ar more fiiniiitude to huts than houfes; I did not go to exa-

mine the fortrefs, it being fituated at a great elevation, and pofftrflTing nothing to recom-

• In (hadet, bcfide no real SimoU'b wave*

FroDtiiig the town.

mend
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mend It to notice. Spventeen Venetian gallics weiglipd anchor before us j and here

v/c received news of the Turkifh fleet laying at Navarin in the neighbourhood, and that

the Neapolitan gallies had (hortly before left that port.

From Zante, where we remained four days, we bent our courfc to Scio, where we
arrived by fix in the evening. On the way, the firft objeft I faw was the Strophades,

no more the habitation of the harpies, but cf forty or fifty monks, called Caloyers, who
pn ifels the Greek faith, and live an innocent and happy life, fequeftered from the world.

Their monaftcry built in the largeft of the iflcts, of which I only faw the exterior,

is handfome ; and wears the appearance of a ftrong citadel to intimidate pirates. Thefe

good monks are benignant and kind to an extreme, making a practice of fending out

a boat with provifions to every veflcl that palTes. To us they brought out vegetables

and fruit which wc thought the more delicious from the engaging and affectionate

manner in whicii they were tendered. According to them, thefe iflands are very feVtile,

and repay abundantly the diligence and care ufed in their cultivation, yielding every

delicacy peculiar to the climate. They informed me alfo, that they have an excellent

cool fpring, which with certainty they have afcertained proceeds under the bed of the

fea from the Morea, not fixty miles diftant, articles being thrown up by it which could

come from no other quarter. On taking leave, we prefented them fome tokens of our

gratitude ; and quitting the Strophades on our right, we purfued our courfe towards

the Morea, coafling that part of it inhabited by a fierce and warlike nation, called now
the Magorates. This is a free people, notwithftanding it be partially fubje^ to the

Turks, and is frequently at war with them ; retaining much of the fpirit of its ancient

inhabitants. I remarked in this country the fites of many of its ancient cities. Sparta,

which is now but an infignificant little town ; Argos, and Mycene, which ftill exiu, but

greatly diminiflied of their former fplendor ; and the ifland Cytherea, or Cerigo, confe-

crated to Venus, and celebrated in the numerous fables related of that goddefs. We
pafled through the narrow channel which feparates this ifland from the continent, and

being obliged to traverfe frequently, owing to contrary wind, it afforded me the

means of obferving a number of iflands and curious places, fuch as Mib, Antimilo^

Falconera, fo called from the number of falcons with which it abound.s, Perrapello,

Maurocaravi, Hydra, fo denominated from feven large rocks which furround it,

St. Giorgio deralbero, Egine, Zia, Andro, and farther beyond thefe,Thino, Mitone, and

Delos, facred to Apollo. On the left, on terrafirmoy after pafllng the gulp of Corinth,

at the extremity of which is fituated Pamaflus, we left Napoli di Romagna, and the illuf-

trious city of Athens, which I beheld at a diflance from the deck ; and thirty miles,

farther the Cape of CoKinms, fo named from a famous building luftained by a number
of pillars, poflibly a veOige of Athenian architedlure, and f»-om its neighbourhood, pre-

fumpiively within the dominions of Athens, but which the common people attribute

to Alexander.

Still farther on we coafted along the iflhnd of Negropont, feparatod from tha conti-

nent by a fpace of no greater length than a bridge ; and laflly, that of Scio, near whicii,,

notwithflanding we were clofe upon it, we were obliged to remain three days before we
could make the port, on account of the unfteadinefs of the wind, which conflantly veered,

and drove us to different parts of the channel which feparate it from the continent of

Natolia ; at length, we caft anchor in a flieltei-ed fituation, but ei^htetu miles from the

town of the fame name.

"While there, Signior Vincent Juftinian, learning that I was on board, came with;

horfes and boats, accompanied by Signior Bernard Grimaldi, to take me i his houfe.

Accordingly, on the i8th of July 1 landed with ihcm on this ifland, delcrvcdly called

the
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th<! delight of the Archipelago, and garden of Greece, as from our landhfj at a con.

fidcrable diftancc from tne town I had full room to obferve. Wo travelled during the

whole day through fields producing the mallic-frcc, about which the country people

had already cleared the ground for gathering the cum, and in fomc places had begun
making incifions in the bark for it to exude. This tree is the common Icntifk. It is

worthy of remark, that one half of the ifland, that on which this tree grows, is ftonr

and almoft barren ; and the other half whereon there are no trees of this defcription, la

amazingly produftive, yielding delicious grapes, trees which afford excellent (hade, and
abounding altogether in charms. One dillridt in particular excels in beauty the whole

;

this furniihcs a wine of cxquilitc flavour, called Homer's wine, irom the fpot oi' ita

growth being deemed cither the birth, or burial-place of that poet. • c ,:

We journied along at our leifure, in order ihe better to notice different fpots extremely
well populated ; and in the evening flept at a very handfome farm-houfe, called a tour,

pofltbiy the beft in the ifland. It belongs to the Sultanefs-mother, but is hired of her

by Signior Juflinian, whofe fon cntcrtamed us hofpitably through the night. In the

morning we departed for the town, eroding the piiin, about three or four miles in

extent, and covered with fimilar farms, and a number of the mod delightful gardens. I

learnt that the inhabitants built thcfe houfes as places of refuge from the plague. We
entered the town by noon. I took up my abode with M. Dupuy, the French conful,

who expcded me, and wifhed to keep mc condantly in his houfe to avoid the danger I

might incur from fome new edids, which prohibited any foreigner not belonging to a
nation in alliance with the Porte, either entering or travelling in the countries dependent

on the Grand Signor. Mindlefs of thefc, however, of which I was well aware before I

left Italy, I perfifted in my defign of travelling, trufling to good management for fur-

mounting every danger and difliculty.

I refided nine or ten days at Scio much gratified. The town is large and handfome,
that, however, on account of its charming pofition rather than its buildings. 1 fpeak

of the fuburbs, where all the Chridians at prefent refide, none being permitted even

to enter the caflle, which is that which, previous to its adoption for a fortrefs, was the

town ; the 'lurks living in continual miftruft, fince the period that the Tufcan gallies

attempted to take it by furprize. The population of the citadel and fuburbs amounts
to from twenty to twenty-five thoufand Ibuls. The fortrefs is peopled and guarded by
native Turks alone. It is reported to be much more elegant, as well in its ftreets as

buildings, than the lower town. The ifland is reputed ninety miles in circumference.

Though this country be fubjeft to the Infidels, as much tranquiUity and freedom exift

here as in any place whatfoevcr ; the inhabitants fpending their time in finging, dancing,

and gallanting the ladies, not only during the day but through the night, as well in the

ftreets till four or five o'clock in the morning ; in fliort, I palfed my time here fo gaily,

that had I remained longer I flic.uld have killed mylelf with excefs of pltafure.

Juftly does Belon defcribe the hihabitants of Scio as courteous and obliging ; it Is

impolfible to Ipeak too highly of them. Through my friends, and the knowledge I had

of their language, I made numerous acquaintance, and had as much familiarity with the

ladies as 1 could delire : they are not only handfome but graceful, although their drefs

was not to my lancy. It confifls for the head-drefs of a fort of cap, taftefully worked
with green, blue, and red filk intermixed, which covers tlic chief part of their hair, and

moft of their forehead, in a manner certainly deftrudlive of the gracefulnefs of the counte-

nance, and their boddice is fo fliort that the waill is not where nature has marked it, bur

much high»'-, fcarcely below their bofom, and going under the flioulders, which much
difguJfes the elegance of ilicir (liape. Their lightnefs and agility, however, are confpi-

cuoiis

»»m
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c\iou8 enough, not only in their walking but in dancing, in which they make very pleaf-

ing fteps. '1 htir flu)cs arc pretty, and i'ancifully made ot" velvet.

While thus amufcd, our vefrcl came round to port. Looking out one evening I faw

flio was making ready for fail, and that it was rcquifitc for me to hurry on board, which

I did, angry with the pilot for depriving me lo foon of fo much entertain^ ent, in exchange

for ixpofure to the mercy of the waves and contrary winds, which prevailed for a week,

in Inch a degree as to occafion much difficulty in making any good port. Daring all

this time I only faw the ifland of r.gnufi, where we interred one of our crew who died.

CA)iiUnuing our courfe, we 1 It Lelbos on the rij^lit, and I/.^rnnos and Imbros on the left,

with Mount Athos, called likewife the holy uuiumain, in the diflance. At length, on

Sund;iy, 3d Augull, early in the morning we anchored under the ifland of Tenedos,

but far from the city, at the mouth of the channel which fepurates it from the continent,

near to Troy, rimling mylelf fo nigh this famous fpot 1 felt pity powerfully awakened
in me, and dil'p ".tched my faithful lervant Thomas to provide a boat to carry me oa
Ihore, that I might fee the ruins of that famous Troy,

• gontis unde Latiiiutn, ' "i' > •

Albaniquc patrcs, atqitc altae inoeiiia KomaB *. iEn. lib. 1. lo.

After my man had departed, our large veflel was enabled to get nearer to the place ;

and the next day I embarked in the forenoon on board an eight-oared boat, fleered by
a Turk, with a crew of Greeks, together with Thomas and Lawr-'ice, two fervants I

brought with me from Italy. I then took my leave of my compaiiions on board the
galleon, for company's fake taking with me three Caloyers my friends, a Francilcan monk
of Conftantinople, and a French n\erchant, with his fervant, each defirous as well as

myfelf of beholding the remains of the much celebrated Troy. I had the precaution,

however, to leave on board the good Tumifk, hermit Brother Andre, to take care ofmy
baggage to Conftantinople. He had already travelled feveral times to Jerufalem, and in-

tending to go thither again was prefented to me by Cardinal Crefcentio at Pri^fi, in whofe
dioccfe he dwelt, as one wlio might be ufeful to me as a faithful and expert companion on
my voyage. We reached the ihore in lefs than an hour, which I killed with reverence
and allection, mindful of our anceftors who came thence, and colleded fomc fmall
pieces of thefe ancient ruins, which I flill pnfcrve. I traverfed the country with pleafure,

and found objeds worthy of remark in greater abundance than I fufpefted, from the
number of modern works conftruftcd on the ruins of the old.

Ardently curious as 1 was, I flighted the caution given mo by thofe who talked of
the aflemblage of banditti in thcfe unfrequented fpots, and travelled for a couple of
leagues in hopes of meeting with fomcwhat curious. Troy from my obfervations was
built on thefea-fliore oppofue toTenedoa, prccifely as dcfcribedby Virgil, between two
capes, the one now called Cape St. Mary, the other nearer to Conftantinople, the
Cape of the Janifliirics, which was formerly the port of Sigfcum. Thefe capes form
the extremity of the country, called after its ancient name, the Troade. Some miles
from it Mount Ida ferves as a kind of epaulement to the town, and is vifible from fea •

I recognized it without difficulty at dawn by the words of the poet,
*

Jamque jugis fummiE furgebat Lucifa- lUx
Duccbatque diem f

.

• Whence rofe our Latin race
Albanian fires, and Rome'* high towering walli.

J-
And now o'er Ida's fummit, Lucifer

Rifing lead on the mora.

The



i

8 PIETRO DEM-E VALLE 3 TRAVELS IN PERSfA.

The country about Troy to the mountains is full of gently floping eminences of no
height ; it is not barren, but abounds in herbs and flowers, particularly wild thyme

;

that it produces nothing elfc, I am fatisfied is owing alone to want of culture. No frelh

water is to be found for nearly a league from the town, for as to the rivers Hanthus
and himois, I could not difcover them near any of the inhabited fpots ; their beds arc

moft likely a league diftant, as I fliall hereafter notice. A little beyond Ida, about two
days journey off, is another mountain, called by Bulon the Olympus of Phrygia ; it did

not, however, appear to me as reprefentcd by him, fo high as Mount Ccnis j I might,

however, be deceived by the diltance.

I difcovered a mole oi ancient conllrucVion on the foa-fliore, diilinguidied as fuch by
the pillars round which the cables wore fiilkncd to hold (hips ; thcfe pillars, which are

of marble, owing to the conofivc nature of the Tea air and the lapfe of time, have entirely

loft their poliih. This molo iVrveJ formerly as a rampart to fome port or dock, at

prefcnt nearly filled with fiuids ; in it a lii tic fait water ftill lodges and formsa kind of marfli

leaving a froth on the circumjacent borders, of which fait is made. I found likewife

feveral iiaces of columns, of ilimcnfions net inferior to thofe of the Rotunda at Rome.
Near were two columns thrown down, one of them broken was thirty of my feet in

length. In different other places I difcovered columns laying on the ground, with large

pieces of marble of different forts, and har dfome marble tombs, the blocks fix inches in

thicknefs, poffibly the refting places of the bravo warriors who died in defence of Troy.

I faw likewife an aqueduct large enough to allow of a man walking ere6l. This I

judged to be rather a fewer than a coniluit for pure water, it being pretty deep in the

ground, and ftretching towards the fea, level with the waves. I noticed another alfo of

fimilar ftradure, but of greater fize, being large enough to allow of a coach being

driven in it, and when I entered its mouth 1 took it for a bridgr* ; it was, however,

neither a bridge nor an aquedudl ; it is ftated to projeft confiderably in land, and may
poffibly be that fubterrancous paffage by which Andromache paffed, defcribed lib. ii.

458 ct fcq. of the iEneid—
et pervius ufus

Tfftorum inter fc Priami, pollefque reliAi

A tcTgo ; infflix qua fe, tluni rcgiia manrbant,
Satpius Aiidroniacne fVrre incomitata folebat,

Ad foceros, et avo pucrum Adjranadtatraliebat*.

The fucceffive ruins alfo of numerous large houfes, towers, and temples, are ftil'

to be fecn, among which I recognized fome remarks noticed by Belon and others*

which I imagine he had not feen, as well as two Latin infcriptions, that I obferved

minutely, not mentioned by that author, which evidently eftablilh the faft of this city

having been rebuilt and repeopled by the Roman Emperors. A mile and a half from
this fpot I difcovered a palace which may be that of Ilium, or, as bv'lieved by the inhabi-

tants of the country, of more modern flrudare. It was, however, certainly fome royal

palace or fortrefs, the walls being all of marble, and from 25 to 30 palms in thicknefs,

the porticoes and towers large, and every thing correfponding with the abode of majefty.

Selon fpcaks of the remains of a large tower, which, as he imagined, ferved for a light

i

and a gallery

Between the tents of Priam and the wallg

Hy which, while yet the empire ftood, ofttimci

The unfortunate Andromache was wont
Without attendant*, to rejoin h( r fricndi

Aiul lead Aliyanax to fee hit fire.

5 houfe

;

4
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houfe ; I liw one fimilar^ but it appeared to me too far diftant from the ffSt^y fewc;

for that purjiofe, and feeined rather the vratch-tower defcribed- by Virgil,-^ whence th<fl

dity of Troy was difcemiWe, as well as the Grecian fleet. 1 diftinguilhei no.mprer

than one of thofe cifterns built ofblack (lone, fo frequently mentioned by Bclon vtlltoftetl:

of the water it contained nnd found it good and cool. The whole of thelgrdiund ^n which

the city flood, if one may judge by its remainf, occupied a fpact of feveralrjBiiles-iiv

circumference and muft have contained an immenfe number of inhabitants*;-. -At thq

fight of tliefe ruins, on refledkion that the fpot beftrewed with them was once! covefe4

with magnificent ftreets and fuperb palaces ; that a frightful Iblitude now reigns, where

the bufy hum of men was heard ; and that in lieu of gardens and well-tilled field3 one

fees but a frightful and barren wildemefs ; the mind is oppreiTed with melancholy,

and contemplates with pain the vanity of human purfuits, the nullity of human
grandeur.

Night now was drawing on ; and fatisfied with what I had feen on this fliore we
got on board our galley ; and with fome difficulty, from the wind being in our face,

reached the rown of Tenedos by two o'clock in the morning, where I flept at the

houfe of a very courteous Greek lady, and in the morning examined the country about,

which exadly correfponds with the defcription given of it by Virgil, fave that the town,

and its territory, is plentifully inhabited ; and that it is a place of trade and great reibrt

for fliipping. One thing tiidt appeared to me fingular in the iHand was thje dreis of

the Chriflian women, whict< was fimilar to that of the inhabitants of the Troade, dif-

fering from that of the £uro}}ean Greeks, and beingreputedly of great antiquity.

I departed in the evening to go to the two caftles, but being driven back by conr

trary wind was detained for two days ; when failing along the (hore of the Troade I

met a Greek, who pointed out to me between two hills a valley, through which flowed

among the herbage a flream, which the inhabitants fay is the Xanthus. It is not that

river which pafTes through Lycia but rather the Scamander, for it has its fource in Mount
Ida, unites with the other flream the Simois, and difcharges itfelf where defcibed into the

fea, and is the only one in the whole country. It is called by the people the river of

the Troade, as Ida, the mountain of the Troade. I was defirous of feeing its courfe ;

but the wind, more refolute than myfelf, drove me back to Tenedos, where I waited for

better weather to the 9th of Augufl, on which day I departed anew, and ij\ about twenty

hours I arrived at the Cape of Janiffaries, the ancient port of Sigaeum, famous fov

the burial of Hecuba, Queen'of Phrygia, according to Julius SoUnus, where I landed to

obferve the ruins of the caftle or town, noticed by Belon.

This place at prefent is inhabited by a few Greeks, difperfed over the mountain, having

their dwellings contiguous to the ancient edifices. At the foot of the mountain are fome
Iprings of excellent water. After diligently obferving every thing worthy of notice I

tmbaiked, and the fame evening arrived at the fpot where the Xanthus, joined by the

simois, difembogucs itfelf. Without having feen I could fcarcely have credited thefe

rivers being l"o Imall ; they are almoft wholly dried up in fumraer, and in winter are

not to be recogni/-ed again from their abundance of water. According to the relations

of the country people, veflcls enter the mouth and pro(!eed ten miles up the river ; and
I myfelf law a fliip of moderate fize, faid to have come from anchoring in it. At night

we laid to under the land, and in the morning entered the ftreight which feparatCvS Europe
from Afia, where there is as flrong a tide as at Meffina, but differing from that in its

regular flux and reflux. We had the tide againft us, and found we could make more
way by dragging our vcl^cl along the fhore than by ufing our oars, reaching thus by
eleven in ih-.' forenoon Abydos, the birth-place of the unfortunate Lcander. Here I

landed, and dined with a Turk, the vicc-conlul for foreign Franks, who fhewed me
vol.. i:::. c great
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great citiKty. Hence I faw Seftos on the oppofite fide, vrhich with Abydos, about"

half a league apart, ire known by the denomination of the two caftles. Here I dir<

mliTed the galley, and in the evening took a boat to tranfport me to Gallipoli, where I

arrived at dawn of day, repofing myfelf for a (hort time at the houfe of a monk of

the order of St. Francis, who aaed as vice-conful for all the European nations. The
monk not being at home, a Greek fervant of his received me and prepared me a bed.

I flept here till awakened for dinner ; after which I walked about the town till dufk, and
7«mained there the whole of the next day, that I might obferve it at leifure.

It is a large place, and extremely well peopled ; its houfes are built low, in the Turkifli

manner, without any windows looking on the ftreets, the materials of which they are

built being only earth and wood. In the trading-ftreets, which are numerous, the

houfes have a number of fmall windows, like thofein the roofs ofours in Italy, to admit

light and refrefliing air, and extremely rcquifite in fo hot a climate. At Gallipoli I

took another boat to reach Conftantinople, flopping at various places on the way, as we
coafted along the fliores of Thrace, to notice any thin? worthy remark. We pafled

by feveral towns and villages, which we difcemed without approaching them as we
failed pleafantly up the channel. The names of thefe were Aradifa, Miriofito, a fmall

town, and Rodofto, oppofite to which we laid to during the night, diltinguifhing its

houfes and lights. The other places at which we landed were the city of Periftafi

Chora, an archiepifcopal fee, where I dined at(the palace of the Archbifhop of Heracleum.

The city comprifes ruins of handfome buildings, bearing infcriptions, which I copied ;.

and what appears fin^rular to me, in fK)fref}ion of a Greek Caloyer, I was fhewn a book
wpon the ancient deciiions of the Rota of Rome. Another day I dined at Siliurea or

Seliiirca, likewife an archiepifcopal fee, where I faw fome churches and modem edifices,

together with the ruins of others more ancient.

At length on the 1 5th of Auguft, AfTumption-day, I arrived at Conftantinople, highly

delighted with the whole of my voyage, notwithdanding the fatigue I had endured, and
fuffered but trivially from fea-fickneft.

The flrength of our vefTel difmifTed all appreheniion from pirates, of which we were
met with by none, although undtr fufpicion occafionally at fight of flrange fails, when
we prepared for combat, and, as I knew well the llrength of our (hip, an engagement
would have been to me an amufement. I met with Signior Crefcentio Crefcentii very

opportunely, jufl before his departure, and had fome converfation with him. I am lucky

alfo in arriving at a time when the city is nearly free from the plague, it prevailing

infinitely lefs than lafl year, fo little indeed that there is no danger.

We have in this part an obliging nobleman, Achilles de Harlai Baron de Sanfy,the

French ambaflfador, as learned as he is polite, who infifts on my refiding at his hotel, and
Ihews me infinite kindnefs. The air at his abode is delightful and the fociety charming.
You may if you picafe write to me under cover to Signior Francefco Crefcentio.

Remember me with friendfhip ftill, you as well as Signior Coletta, and may you enjoy

as much happinefs and content as I do. Humbly and tenderly do I falute you both.

Our traveller, after refiJing fome tinie at Conftantinople, defcribes his voyage to Egypt,

touching at Co and Rhodes afterwards examining feveral parts of that country

proct'fiis to Paleftine, travcrfes Syria to Aleppo, journies thence to Daniafcus, and ucrofs

the ileCirt to IliffJad ; as however more recent accounts of the various countries through

e appeared, we (hall omit this pirt of his work, and accompany
him to I'erfia

cliarm of novelty.

which he pall have appearea, we man omit mis pirt 01 nis worK, ana accompany
an ''mpire little known, and of which his defcription ftill pofTeiros the

if

^-
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^' LETTER I.— FROM PERSIA.
'

Hifpahan, ijth March 1617,

. I AVAIL myfelf of the occafion of fending this exprefs to Italy on matters of bufmefs,

to communicate to you as fuccindly as poffible, a detail of my travels from Babylon to

this city.

As I advifed you of my intentbn in my letters from Bagdad of the 23d ofDecember,

in the laft and of the 2d of January, in the prefent year, I departed thence on the 4th

of the laft-mentioned month, in the manner I fhall defcribe.

The Perfians now at war with the Turks, having made irruption into the province of

Bagdad fhortly before Chriftmas, and entirely devaftated the town of Mendeli, the Bafliaw

in order to oppofe them, and prevent the recurrence of fimilar violence, difpatched aii

army againft them, offrom feven to eight thoufand men. This ftate of warfare afted as

an interruption to trade to fuch a degree that merchants, efpecially if inhabitant^ of

Bagdad, no longer dared to travel for fear of the enemy. However, as Bagdad cannot

fubfift without the provifion it draws from Perfia, the Ba(haw, notwithftanding the

great loffes he had fuftained, ftill not only permitted the intercourfe of caravans, but

folicited the departure of the traders, under alTurance of proteftion, and gave them every

facility in his power, particularly as the public good was not lefs concerned in this than

his private intereft: ; the cuftom dues upon various articles producing him annually a

confiderable fum. For my part defirous of fetting out on my journey, and feanng

nothing from the Perfians, they being in friendfliip with us, I fecretly perfuaded ' A

captain of Perfian muleteers then at Bagdad, to obtain a paflport from the Baftia^v

for himfelf, his people, and whatever merchandize he chofe ; adviflng him as abfolutely

neceflary, to hire one of the Chiaoux of the Bafliaw as an efcort, as far as the frontiers;

to a£t as a reflraint on the licentioufnefs of the foldiery.

The captain's application had all the fuccefs I could wifti ; and finding myfelf by
this means, fecure in traverfmg the Turkifli territory, I made due preparation for my
departure. On this occafion, feveral relations and friends of Madame Maani *, my fpoufe,

vifited us and paffed the evening at my houfe, where, as is ufual with them on fimilar

occafions, they had fires kindled in the court, over which the children amufed themfelves

in leaping, as is praftifed in Rome on the feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul. This

fceremony was attended with a fingukirity. A number of young ladies of the party

lighted each a wax candle at thefe fires, which, after carrying till they were tired,

they placed in fconces, fufFering them to bum throughout the night, and taking efpe-

cial care to prevent their extinguifhing, as fuch an accident would be deemed ominous
for her to whom the taper might belong, either foreboding her not getting a hufband,

or fome fuch misfortune.

The next day we were on the point of departing, but, as I had defcribed myfelf to

be the fon of a Venetian merchant well known in that country, trading to Orinus, and
the Baftiaw had made ftrift enquiries refpefting me, indicating fufpicion, notwithftan-

ding the Franks be allowed this commerce, I was apprehenfive of meeting with fome
embarraffment, or being detained j therefore, without faying any thing further of my
intention, I fuffered the muleteers and thofe who accompanied them to leave the city

without me, and, as is cuftomary, to repair beneath the walls of the caftle, and after

• A Babylonian lady, reprefcnted by Signior della Valle ai a model of perfeftlon, as well for the beauty
of her perfon as her acquirements and virtues, to whom he was betrothed at Bagdad, and who accom-
panied him through great part of bit travels.

c 2 the
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the cavalcade had been duly infpefted by the officers of the cuftonis, underftandi:ig

that on the evening of ilie 4th of January (new ftile) they were about to commence
their journey, I difpatched, by little at a lime, in the courfe of the day, the greater

part of my equipage, and in the evening filed off my people by different ftreets of the

city, leuvmg it niyfelf after funfet, without changing my drcfs, under pretence of

taking an airing on the banks of the Tigris. Without the gates, on a very fine plain,

I iaw from fixty to feventy Turks extremely well mounted, belonging to the Bafluw,

who were aniufing thcmfelvcs,, galloping, cmfliag each other, darting fticks ; an enter-

tainment common with them as well as in Spain, called in the latter country, the game
of canes*} I was much pleafed with their dexterity, ftopping fome time to acunire

them, but night drawing on they withdrew from the lifts, and I, after the city-gates

were clofed, to join my companions ; when, by two o'clock in the morning, having

loaded the mules with our luggage, we efcapcd from the Turks with fuch fecrefy,

that evea thuChiaou;!; who accompanied. U9 iiutew nothing o£ oiucjunfUoa with the

caravan. .f,,i.v; -i, ,,i.;-^<,',., •.»! <f»';''*t"r«h r Aini i- ;fi>il*..^n«.»•Jni tt»

We travelled all night long, mounted on mules and horfes of th<e country, which are

yery fwift ; and whofe fpeed we put to the proof, apprehenfive that the Bafhaw might

repent of his civility towards us, and difpatch fome of his people to flay our progrefs :

fo that by day-break we arrived at the Diala, a river that empties itfelf into the Tigris^

and which, owing to there being no more than one boat to waft us over, we were em«
ployed till noon in croiling. This Diala I deem the ancient Gyndi, which CyruSj

ang<;red at the lofs of one of his facred lK>rfes, divided into three hundred and flxty

channels, according to Herodotus in his Clio, fo that his army forded it on his expe-

dition, againfl Babylon. After palling the Diala we encamped on its banks, judging

ourfelves fuiHciently diflant from Bagdad, and remained there till midnight, in the

neighbourhood of a village called Beherus. At tliat time the fignal " to horfe" being

given, we pnrfued our courfe as quickly as before. The country from Babylon is flat

andrmarfhyin places, chiefly a deiart, as cultivated fpots are unfrequent, not owing how-
ever to the barrcuncfsof the foil, a!s was evident from the myriads of wild plants SUOtd

herbs it produced. 'K"«I>

The fixth day of our march we {)afred firfl a town calied Tcchie ; afterwards another

denominated a city, on account of its extent ; and again Sheravan, under which the

Turks from Bagdad were encamped, and where they held council whether they fhould

advance, polfibly fearful of inconvaiiencing the Perfians, but more probably from fear

of being worfled. We afterwards pafled another town called Harounie, from a certain

haroun, clofe to which we encamped for the night, but were much troubled by thieves,

who came gallopping up to rob us as we flcpt ^ many thus lofl part of their property,

and fomething of little confequence was flolen from my tent. This, however, being

perceived by my painter, he kept watch, and on the thieves coming a fecond time, he

tired and wounded one, which afcerwardv kept mc free from depredation. The next day,

after paying foiue duties, we cundnued oiu* journey, traverfmg certain mountaiiis,

entirely bare, even of the leaft licrbage, afterwai'ds a fimilar plain, and in the evening

ereclea our tents under a place called Kizil-rabat, the laft under the dominion of

Turkey. This part is inhabited and commanded by one Ahmed, or Muhammed Bey;
the chief of a nuntber of Curds, and holds his polTeflions in perpetuity of the Grand
Siguier, on conditbn of his protcding the country from the incurfions of the Perfians.

* See a delcript o. of tiu»ainufemeut ia the account of the (liverfioiitof the eourtiu fiout^oaune's Figure
of Mutltrn Spain. „^^ ?« sjt.-'JsAi-. <1 1** kh^ »>,>,!«» «; ,?. »i.v ii»t ntttymr^^Ufja vm-es- - - >o
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Cordiftan, or the country of the Curds, feparates Turkey from Perfia, and is in

breadth from ten to twelve days journey, out in length Is of great ejctent, ftretching from

the province of Babylon, or Chufiftan, to the Perfian Gulph towards the fouth, and on

the north above Nineveh, between Armenia and Media, ahnoft to the Euxine. It is

a ftrong country and difficult of accefs, being full of mountains, branching from MouRt
Taurus, which pervade Afia, and terminate as before obferved at the Perfian Gulph,

as if nature intended it as a natural rampart between two empires ; as now thofe of

Perfia and Turkey, and formerly thofe of Rome and the Parthians. The ancient name
of thii country I am unable to difcover, or whether it was in old times known under any

general denomination. From its northern extremities ifTued the Carduchi, who, as-

related by Xenophon in his admirable book on the wars of Cyrus, annoyed him fo mucb
in his i-etreat as to oblige him to tread back his fte^.

The idiom of the people of this country is peculiar to themfelves, differing from that

of their neighbours, whether Arab, Turk, or Perfian, having, however,, moft affinity;

with degenerate Perfian. Many of the people live in tents, and wander from place- .

to place with their flocks ; but the chief, the beft informed, and moft refpedtable-, dwell

in towns. They are fubjefb to different lords, to whom they render homage as vaffals ;.

fome to the Turk and fome to the Perfian, according to their contiguity to the one or

the other ; while others again of the moil noble of different degrees of grandeur and
authority maintain themfelves as independent. Among them, fome fuch as the Princer

of Bettis, can bring into the field from ten to twelve thoufand horfe, while others again,:

the Bey I have, cited for example, can produce fcarcely three thoufand. The more-

powerful do not render homage after the maimer of vaffals to their lords with us, but:

merely profefs to live under the protection of one or other of the two monarchs, and, as

is common with our petty Princes of Italy, change mailers according to circumflances.

Thelefs powerful are not only 'vaffals, but do not poffefs the i-ight of devolvmg on theirr

children the governments they fill, fatisfied with holding them during their life.' Their

drefs refembles that of the Perfians and Turks, but is coarfe. Their women go abroad

freely unveiled, and converfe familiarly with foreigners as well as natives. Their religion

is the Mohammedan of the feft of Ali or Omar, according as they depend on Perfia or

Turkey j in their faith however they vary from other Muffulmen, by whom they are

confidered as heretics, retaining certain fuperflitions peculiar to themfelves. In fome
parts of their province, fuch as in Gezira, a city of Mefopotamia, fituated ia an iiland

of the Tigris under the government of a Curd, and in the mountains called Tor, by th«

Clialdeans, where to this day the Chaldee tongue is fpoken, the Curds reign indepen>

denily and with abfolute power. Among thefe people are a number of Chriftians,

Nefioriuns, or Jacobites, who fight in the armies of their Princes. But let us return

to Kizil-rabat. We departed thence the 8th ofJanuary at day-break, after paying fome
iVnall tribute, and quitting this territory, entered upon a country fcM'merly fertile and:

inhabited by the Turks, but entirely wailed by the Perfians in their lad wai-s with the

'i urks, and made a complete defart : for here it is held, and with reafon, that there can
be no fafer rampart againft invafion, than by making a wildemefs of the country bojt

dering on a kingdom^ as the finall number of people that can traverfe it at a time, from
being obliged to take provifion with them, can eftefl: but little injury ;, and tTie paffag^e

is rendered impraddcable to large bodies, who would periih in the attempt of hunger.

Heuce, where wide defarts fejjarate two adjoining kingdoms, the inhal)itants of the fron-

tiers ate much relcafed from apprehenfions on account of the enemy.
The fame day we forded a river of confiderable breadth and diificuit topafs, notwith-

(landing it was near itsfource }: it was the iame riv«r we had civffed before, that is to
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{ay, theDiala. The following night tre paiTed in the country, by the fide of a rivulet,

and on the fuccceding day came to a large place in ruins and abandoned, called Cafri

Shirin, or the palace of Shirin. Shirin, in the Perfian language, fignifics fweet ; and is

alfo a proper name for either man or woman. A Princefs of this country had that

appellation, who became the wife of Chofrou, to whom poflfibly this city belonged, and

whofe amours form the fubiefk of a fine poem, ftill fubfifting. On leaving Cafri Shirin

we difcovered, in the evenmg, a large body of Perfian cavalry, commanded by one

Cafiim Sultan, governor of the frontiers, who had been pillaging and facking Mendeli.

I was delighted at feeing them, confidering myfelf now delivered from the Pharifees

:

and the advanced guard, on the look out as I fuppofe, upon feeing approached us, and
on my difcovering myfelf as a Chriftian, concealment now being ufelefs, they all flocked

about, and happy was he who could get neareft me to make tamafcia, that is to fay,

his remarks on fomething new before nis companions, the Perfians being exceedinglv

fond of novelties. They accompanied me for the fpace of fome leagues with much
politenefs, converfmg in the Turkifh language, which is as much in eileem in Perfia

Jis the country-tongue itfelf, and continually ufed in converfation at court, in the army^

and by people of quality, although all the public ads be iflued in the Perfian dialect ;

the greater part of the nation, even the women, being thus acquainted with both. This

cudom aril'es from the kizilbaftii, or the chief foldiery, which are numerous, and even

mod of the nobles in the country being originally Turks, who have preferved their

native language in its genuine punty, and being more mafculine and nervous, it is ufed

even by the King, the Perfian being a foft and tender language, beft fitted for the fair

(ex and poetry.

Thefe Perfian cavaliers had no other arms than bows and arrows, and a curved fey-

miter, fuch as was deemed by Xenophon, an experienced captain and good foldier, the

belt adapteJ for cavalry. By their not having any other arms, I conjedured them to be

alight company, feeing they are not deftitute in the main army of lances, match-firelocks^

and other inftrunients of war. They, however, all fight on horfeback ; their horfes are

fmall, hardy, made as well for fwiftnefs as fatigue, and require little food. We (hewed

them, among other things, our arms, and excited much furprize by the celerity and eafe

with which we managed our muikets with fpring locks, which they much admired ; con-

fefling that with fuch weapons we fhould be a match for four times our number of

them. Taking their leave at length they continued their road, while for our part, to

benefit by the water, we patfed the night on a fpot contiguous to the fame river we had

<roired, and feveral inhabited villages ; whence the Curds, both men and women,
reforted to our camp, loaded with provifion of different kinds, which we purchafed,

fuch as milk and piflachio nuts, with the fhell yet green, quantities of which grow in

Curdidan, and other fimilar articles.

On the tenth day we had to pafs fomc fmall mountains, in order to obtain forage

for our cattle ; and in the evening arrived near a fmall dream called Tcnghi Imaun,
below a town belonging to the Curds, called Tenghl Conagh), that is to lay, a frefh

reding-place, where we paflfcd the night. Here it was I metamorphofed myfelf, leaving

my Syrian to aflTume the Perfian codume ; and defirous of being deficient in nothing,

I fent for a barber from the village, who with much ceremony, curtailed me of my long

and famous beard ^ la Turque^ which with great inconvenience I had fuffered to grow
ever fince I left Condantinople, having my face and chin clear, and preferving my
whifkers alone on the upper lip, as worn by the King of Perfia. In diort, I was fo

much transfigured that fuch a: knew me in Turkey would have had difficulty in recog.

nizing me. Madame Maani, however, who knew nothing cf my intention, upon

7 feeing

m
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feeing me, waa angry in extreme, at the little regard I had for my chief ornament. I

did all I could to appeafe her, and at length fucceeded, telling her how neceffary it

was to accommodate onefelf to the ufages of the country through which we travelled

;

and that ihe muft be prepared to fee me in Italy under a ftill more fantaftic appearance,

with a beard, which prcperly might be termed of a goatifli falhion. In this^arb I mean to

have my likenefs taken, which for your amufement I will either fend or bring back with

me to Italy. In Jenghl Conaghi it fnowed and rained during the whole of the night,

for the firft time during our progrefs ; the cold however was fupportable.

On the eleventh day it was late before we fet oflF, having waited to dry our tents,

which, hardened and frozen during the fall of fnow, were difficult to fold, we notwith-

(landing reached betimes the foot ofa high mountain which we had to pafs, near a caftle

called Lefliiver, newly conftrufted on that fpot for the fecurity of the frontier in which

the Cafumfultan, before noticed, refided at the time, with about five hundred of his

foldiers, the refidue being difperfed in different places on the confines. We refted here

the whole of the twelfth day, as well to give repofe to our cattle before we croffed the

mountains, as becaufe it is a common practice for the caravans to halt here fome time,

and make a prefent to the Sultan, to whom not only many towns and villages are fub-

jeft but likewife a number of Curds, who wander about the mountains. Here, for two

nights, we endured much from extreme cold, accompanied by a furious wind, which

rendered the tent-pegs and cords for faftening them almoft ufelefs. On the fucceeding

day we croifed the mountain, entirely covered with fnow, by which we were much
incommoded all the way to Hifpahan, not, indeed, by that which fell from the clouds,

but what had already fallen on the road. Its ftiining white much affefting the eyes,

we had recourfe to an expedient adopted on a fimilar occafion by Xenophon, covering

them with a black crape, which ferved in fome meafure as a prote£tion.

We took refuge early in the evening in a fheltered fpot in the mountains, where we
had the good fortune of meetmg with an uncovered portion of ground on which to pitch

our tents, and fleep in the day. Near this place among the precipices was a fmall town

inhabited by Gurds, called Kueren, whence a number repaired to our caravan, accord-

ing to cuftom, with a quantity of provifions. A'ladame Maani was curious of feeing

their houfes ; and as they appeared to be at no great diilance, we went thither on

foot, accompanied by fome of thofe females of the country, who had vifited us with

their merchandize. We arrived there at night, and a civil man having inftrudted us

that a certain Kanum Sultan, the lady of the place and feveral other circumjacent

villages, was in the town, Madame Maani wifhed to pay her a vifit. The fame perfon

who happened to be theftewardofher houfe, led us thither; where we were received with

the greatefl: kindnefs imaginable, Madame Maani by the Kanum Sultan, and myfelf by
her brother, her hufband being abfent on fome employ, to which he had been appointed

by the King. We were defirous, as it was late, of taking our leave, but this they

would not allow, ere we had previoufly fupped ; when the women by themfelves, we
men in a feparate apartment, were regaled with different viands. The bread, as I

remarked, throughout all Curdiibn and frequently in Perfia, was light and excellent,

confifting of flat cakes,'very white and well baked : the hands ferved, however, in lieu

of either fpoons, knives, or forks, according to the cuftom of Perfia. The meat was not of

the beft quality
;.
but the friendly manner in which we were treated, and the extreme

urbanity of our hofts, made it a feaft for Sardanapalus or Heliodorus. Nor did their

civility finifh here } after receiving the handfomefl compliments onourdeparture from the

Kanum Sultan,on whictioccafion her brother interpreted theCurd language into furkifh,

he abfolutely infilled on accompanying us back, together with fome of his fervants.

Madame
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Madame Maani by thefe fent to the Kaimm Sultan iti return a bafin full of fruit and

fweetmeats of various kinds, and otlier little articles not to be met with in thcie countries,

together with a profufion of perfumes and fccnted powders.

On Saturday, the fourteenth day of our journey, after having foaled a ver)' irkfome

mountain, we encamped in a beautiful andi fpacious meadow, furroundcd by feveral

fmall hills divided from each other,- rifmg in various quarters, and funnine one of the

pleafantell profpeds I remember to have ever feen. The nearell town, which was on the

fummit of the loweft mountain, whence rolled a confiderable ftrcam, was called Haroun*
abad, that is to fay, the colony of Haroun, called nthcrwife by corruption Harinava.

On the following Sunday we fet off, according to cuftom, more than three hours before

dawn, and notwithftandmg the quantity of fnow with which we were ahnoil conftantly

loaded, we travelled over a confiderable fpace, not halting even at a fpot where the

caravans ufually do, but proceeding much farther to a finall rivulet near a village called

Mahidcfer. On the Monday, for us a very unplcafant day, on account of the fnow
continually falling, accompanied by wind and rain, we took up our lodging in a fmall

town built on a bridge, under which a river flows, called Kara Sou, or black water : the

place being called in Perfian Puly Shah, and in I'urkifh Shah-kiopreti, words of iimilar

import, fignifying the King's bridge. Unwilling to repofe on this occafion under our
tents, we nad an opportunity of afcertnining the kindriefs and obliging manners of the

inhabitants of Curdiflan, being treated by our hofl with every thing comfortable in aa
apartment kept pleafantly warm by a large fire.

I noticed here one matter which I deem worthy of mention, not as regarding Curdi*

ftan alone, but the whole of Perfia, even in the mofl confiderable houfes. They kindle

their fires not under a chimney, as is dual with us in iire-places, but in a kind of oven
called tinnor, about two palms fro-n the ground, formed of a vafe of burnt day, in

which they place burning coals, charcoal, or other combuftible matter, which quickly

lights. After this, they place a plank over the oven in fliape of a fmall table, whicn
they cover entirely, fpreading over it a iarg^ cloth which extends on all fides to the

ground, over a part of the floor of the chamber. By this contrivance the heat being

prevented diffufing itfclf all at once, it is communicated infenfibly, and fo pleafantly

throughout the whole apartment, that it cannot be better compared than to the effeSt of

a flove. Perfons at their meals, or in converfation, and fome even fleeping lay on the

carpets round this fmall table, fupporting themfelves againfl the walls of the apartment
<m cushions kept for the purpofe, which likewife ferve for feats in this country, the

mitroT being fo placed as to be equally diilant from the fides of the room ; by this

means, thofc to whom, the cold is not unpleafant put their le^s only under the cloth^

others who feel it more fenfibly their hands and the reft of their body ; fo that a mild

and penetrating warmth difFufcs itfelf agreeably ovfer the whole body without any
injury to the head, as I have repeatedly experienced. Of the excellence of this

contrivance I am fo fully perfuaded, that I am relolved on adopting it whai I ihali

return to Italy. Thofe who feel no necoffity for additional warmth, or who are fufli-

ciently warmed, by throwing afide the cloth, feel no other temperature than that of the

apartment itfelf, which is heated to a pleafant degree. The fmoak from tlie coals is

convoyed by means of a pipe from the oven under ground, and by means of anothen

communicating with the grated bottom of the fire, it is fupplied with air. In certain

parts wh^e nicety is lefs regarded than in great houfes, fuch as the villages of Curdi*

ftan, they couk thdr meat at and bake their cakes on aflat fheet of iron hiid over the tennun

in little more than au inltant of time, (n other parts, where the bread is made thicket^

they ule ovcn55. /...v. tjio ...li.^w ,a>*«1 -i.i ^ui^^a.^ t.^^^i, tsij jjjiunu ^ii/.m^ijii tt^
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On Tuefday the 1 7th of January, as is ufual at this period, we were much incora-

moded by extremely cold winds, accompanied by froft and fnow. We hoped to pafs

the night of this day at a caravanferai, that is to fay, the palace of the caravan, anfwer-

ing to a khafe in Arabic, fituated a long day's journey before us, and about it a number
of fmall houfes have latterly been conftruded ; this place is called Sker-neu, or New
Town. We reckoned, I fay, on flceping at this caravanferai, but on arrival found

not only the whole place, but likewife all the furrounding villages occupied by a cara-

van, confifting of two thoufand fix hundred camels ; the number of people travelling

with it was fo prodigious, that notwithftanding every houfe was filled, many were con-

Arained to lodge beneath their tents. Seeing this, we no longer loll any time, but

encamped on a fpot where there was lead fnow, and that moft.trodden. We lighted

fires, but found it impoflible to fleep, owing to the cold and the wind, which threatened

not only to blow down our tents, but even to carry away our beds and bedding. Nefl

ico dur, however, as the Turks fay, this is a trijle ; inconvenience part is forgot. Our
fuiferings were great, but, whether owing to the excellence of the air, or other caufes,

notwithftanding ( was frequently expofed without covering to a humid atmofphere, the

cold and the fnow, for a length of time together, I felt not the Icaft injury in confe-

quence ; being even lefs fubjcft to colds than I was wont in Italy, where a fimilar expo,

fure would afluredly have brought me to death's door. Yet why do 1 fpeak of myfelf ;

a man who, although of weak habit, am inured to hardfliips j even my Maani, a young
and delicate lady, brought up in a warm country, with fuch tendernefs that the wind

was never fuffered to " vifit her face too roughlv ;" my Maani bore with the cold,

bore with the comfortlefs damps, and was not ill m cpnfequence. Here, however, I

muft make a renr.u-k. Generally, notwithftanding my head has been fliaved, I have

been accuftomed to fleep without any cap ; in confequence of the cold I was induced

to wear a napkin faftened round my head, by which I became affli£led with a catarrh

tliat lafted until I laid afide my napkin. This I deem the more fingular, from my con-

(lantly wearing a turban during the day, and my fleeping booted and in my clothes, well

covered, at night.

We quitted Sker-neu on Wednefday, having as long a journey to make as on the

preceding day, but with more favourable weather, it ceafing to fnow. We reached

Sehenay, or Sahanay, in the evening, a large town inhabited promifcuoufly by Perfians

and Curds ; where, it being of extent, we found accommodation in the houfe of fome
Perfian ladies who fpoke the Turkifli language j and, in order to reft our horfes,

extremely fatigued by their marching through'the fnow, we halted here the whole of
Thurfday. This place is the extremity of Curdiftan and the beginning of Perfia, at

leaft, if the general ufe of the Perfian language be the criterion j any other I could

not difcover, finding none capable of pointing out to me diftinftly the borders ; for here
the people are ufed to call each province by the name of the aftual governor ; as in

Turkey, on the contrary, a nobleman is called by the name of the city over which
he prefides.

The Friday following we took up our abode at a large town called Kienghiev^r.

Here I began to obferve the great fuperiority of Perfia over 'I'urkey, as well in the

good difpofition as the number of its inhabitants ; the excellent culture of the knds ;

and numeroi^s other circumftances, in which Perfia is little inferior to Chriftendom.
We no longer now had any occafion to pitch our tents, finding every where caravanferai,

built either by different Kings or individuals. The accommodation they afford is gra-

tuitous ; it is only flielter : fome of thefe inns have apartments, while others have only
piazzas, whh which the people of the country are fatisfied. For my part, defirous of

VP1-. IX, o comfort



I«- pirTro niLLE valle's travels m prRsiA.

comfort and ncatncfs, I always avoided th-.-ni, lodging when ponible in private houfes, In

vhich I was more at my eafc, for a rrilli- of ixtra cx|)t'ncc. In Kifugliiiv^r wc found a

very neat and handfomo Iioufc, and ^cre provided •witli many diftorcni forts of fruit,

fuch as pomegranates, apples, and frefli grapts ; a matter which exceedingly furprifeil

me in fo cold a ct)uiUry, then ahnofl wholly buried in fiiow. Saturday we travelled a

jrreat way, commencing our journey at midnight ; ami, after pailing through immerous
villages, hailed at a large town ciilled Saad-abad, or the enlonv of Saad. This was the

native place of our nuileteer:, to pleafo whom, notwithllanding we were impatient to

be gone, wc were obliged to remain for three davs, lodging in their houfes. On Wed-
iiefday the 25th of January, we afccnded a very high mountain, delcending with great

facilit

quant
y owing to the excellence of the road, notwithdanding it was covered with a

ity of fnow. Wc afterwards pafTed fcveral other villagis, arriving at night at a

town called /aga, or/;igan, and the next day by noon reached Hamadati, where our

caravan fmifhed its courle, the muleteers being engaged to conduft us no farther. I lerc

I hired a houfe, and remained for feveral days, as well to make my obi'ervations on the

city, as to lay in necelfaries for the remainder of our journey.

llamadan is a very laige and well populated city, and one the moft frequented of any

in Perfia. Its buildings are ruflic, as well as the drefs of irs inhabitants. Its gardens,

however, of which there are a number interfperfed among the houfes and in the public

fquares, are ornameu'al, nor is the vine a (hanger ; the I'erfians, notwiihflanding they

be Mahonnnedans, drinking freely and without fcruple of its exhilirating juice. In this

city merchandize of every defcription is to be found, whether of provifion or for cloath-

ing, and all the flreets in which iliefe ar? fold, called bazars, are itfchcd over, a common
pradice throughout Perfia. We met with great quantities of fruit here, with many kinds

of which we regaled ourfi Ives, fuch as apples, pomegranates, grapes, and the like ; this to

me was furprifing, feeinij the cold was lb intenfe tiiat liquors froze even in our cham-
bers! Hamadan is the refidenceof a Khan, to whom feveral Sultans are fubordinatc, as

well as a number of circumjacent villages : the nature of thefe tliftini5\ions I Ihall exjilain

as I proceed. We niLt witii gnat civilities in this city, and were wai'ed upon on he very

evening of ('ur arrival by the Daroga, or governor, who commands in the abfence of
the Khan, the latter being with the army. Thinking to entertain me, he brought

with him foine women-fingers, but a^^ I was extremely fatigued, and had aheady retired

to the ladies, more dii'iol'ed for fle p than divedion, I deputed one of my people to repre-

fent me, and Rate that I was indilpofc d ; he doing the honours at a collation prcfentcd

according to the cuflom ol'thc cinmtry.

This was nut, ho\\ ever, the only inltancc of politencfs : flraw and oats being fo fcarce

here as fometinx\s not to be had for money, Scheich Ahmed Bey, one of the principal

inhabitants, a {icrfcn I had even never heard of, lent me a prefent of thele articles for

my horfes. On anoilier occafion he hivitcd me, with Madame iMaani and her ladies, to

dine with him. Here, however, it is fit I lliould make a remark.

The Ptrfians, v. ho are(xtremely liberal of prefents, expert a return of at lead: an

equivalent value. I am told even that where their courtefy has not been followed by
fuch an acknowlege-ment, they have been hurt even to tears, and required reftoration.

I fh^U give you a defeiiption of the entertainment afforded us, which, as all are con-

dided with the larnc ceremony, eveti thofe given by the King, will ferve as a general

picture of their culloins and forms on fuch occufions. In die firfl: place, Ahmed Bey
I'^int a horfe elegantly caparifoned for IVIadaine Maani, which fhe mounted after the

fafhion of the country, fitting aftride, but in her Babylonian drefs ; the fi rvant who
brought leading the horfe, (fuch being the mode in this city) and fonie of her waiting-

women



PlETaO DELI.E VALLE's TRAVELS IN PERSIA. »9

women In her fuite on loot. Wc fullowed hor (hortly after, and, on our arrival, were

met in the court by the inaftor of" the hoiife, who introduced us into an apartment oft

th;' ground-lloor, thi-ir iioul'es being built wholly of one flory to prevent the labour of

an ai'ccnt. The apartmetits, howeVer, do not as with us comiuunita'c one with another,

but each has a feparate entrance. I'-iich houfe has a didind room for each purpofe; a

hall fur reception of vifiturs, a fleeping room, another for lloring provifions, and levcral

for the mailer and women, thofe of the niiltrelles apart from the lervants'. The apart-

ment into wliich we were introduced was fquare and fiualt, covered with a carpet, the

walls white and unadorned, the roof a douie of a capricious fancy, ornamented with

Arabclk paintinjjs. It was heated not by an oven, after the manner of the Curds, but

l)\' a lire-place, around which, dole to the Wiills, thole were feated who had been invited^

and had arrived belbre me. Of the immlxT was the Daroga, whole name wasNazar

Bey, near to whon^, as the nioft honourable place, I was feated with two of my people,

that is to fay, Alexander and the painter. There were flierc tlirec female mulicians

with inftrunients. One of thcl'e had feveral ftrings, but bore no refemblance to our

lutes or guitars ; others were tambourines of a larger fize, more melodious, and better

made than lliofe which are ufed by young ladies in Italy. Thcl'e finging-women are

very amufiiig, and on fiinilar occafions are hired to divert company ; one of them,

called Filfil, (an Arabic word fignifying popper,) was much carefl'ed and treated with

great civility, nctwiihllandiiig Ihe was both old and ugly, merely on account of her

being one of thofe who occafionally appeared before tlie King, The floor of the room
was covered in many parts with fruit, fuch as pomegranates, pears, grapes, chick-peas

falted, of which they keep good flores, pillachio-nuis, and the Uke, of which the gueflg

ate v.hen they pleafed. They were feated on their legs in the middle of the chamber
between the various diflies, while two young pages, apparently flaves, furrounded by
bottles of wine, were employed in filling certain filvercups, in the fhape of thofe fpoons

with which one eats foup, but fmaller, and prefenting them round to the company
without any falvcr. The two cups, one on each fide, changed hands inceffantly, but
in regidar order going about, fo that the laft having finifhed, the firfl received it again.

Yet, noiwithftanding the number of thefe Sipo, 1 doubt if fhe quantity drank was fo

much as is taken by a Fleming or a German at a fingle meal, particularly as I noticed

none furprifed with wine.

As for mc, who drink none, as they knew, I was excufed, only once taking coffee,

to which I am very partial, particularly when very warm. According to the religious

cuftom of the Perfians, which perfectly agrees with the defcription in holy writ of the
freedom enjoyed at the banquets of Ahai'uerus, none were entreated to drink againft

their inclination, as is ufual in northern countries, but when fatiated, each pafTes the

cup. This batch of drinking and eating fruit continually was very irkfome to me, but
much more fo the cuftom of fitting crofs-legged upon our heels, which, however, is

indiipenfiblo, extending the legs being conlidered an intolerable mark of incivility ; add
to this, the filence maintained was far from agreeable to me ; no other converfation

palling at thefe feafts than in whifpers with thofe immediately near to you. The female
muficians, however, confoled me in a degree ; thefe fung various airs in the Perfian
language, as well fitting as dancing, and accompanying their voice with their inftru-

mcnts in a very pi -afing manner. Their dances, which arc voluptuous, lefs fo, indeed,

than thofe of the Egyptians, much refemble the voleros of the Spaniards, but their

gefticulations with the arms appeared to me void of grace ; and their uncouth drefs,

which is very tight and faftened by a band which goes under their haunches, was ill

adapted for the difplay of their harlequinifm. I did not comprehend their fongs, as 1

am yet a novice in the Perfian, the language in which they fung. I diftinguifhed, how.
D 2 ever.
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ever, th" frequent occurrence of Shah Abban, the name of the King, and conceived

thence that tlicy wcnr eulogies of that Prince, who, indeed^ is held in i'uch veneration by
his fiibjetfls that they fwcar by his name ; and when they wi(h you well, frequently

exclaim in Turkiflj, tihah Abbas tntirandi vir sun ;
" May Abbas the King be kind to

you ;" finfweritig to our God blefs you.

'I'hefe diverfion.s, and the collation, lailed till the beginning of night, when, indcad >>f

fweetmeats being handed round, as is cudomary at a royal or princely entertainment,

the wine and fruit wasdilnlaced. A foi'a was then fpread on the ground, that is to fay,

a large painted cloth, wnich covered the whole of the floor. On this two fervants

kneenng, hnndcd rnund in order to the difterent gucfts featcd near the walls of the

room eight large diihes of pililo, made of rice and meat, each of different flavour and
vanoufly ferifoned. Upon the cloth, in difl^crent places, ievcral large flat cakes are laid

nyramidically between the cliflies, the fervants wailing on the guefts, who were fo feated

in the midrt of the difhes, as that without change of place three or four could commo-
dioufly help himfeH' from each difli. They ufe no napkins, but in lieu wipe their hands

on large handkerchiefs of painted linen, embroidered with filk or gold, fufpended from

the waift. In this inftance the Perfians are lefs nice than the Turks, but fo prevalent

is this cuftom, that it is followed even by the King. Some wooden fpoons were placed,

however none but we Europeans ufed them, the Perfians always ufing their fingers and
hand alone in eating, curving their fingers dexteroufly to fervc as fpoons ; a pradice

uhich to us feemed indelicate and coarfe.

After the pilao was removed, water was fcrvcd for wafhing the hands, which they ufe

vrarm in fummer as well as winter, to clean 'he hands the better ; they fent likewife to

cur fervants who were at home fome difhes of the piliio, which had not been touched,

faying it was but right they Ihould participate in the feafl.

While thus regaled the ladies were entertained in a feparate apartment, and the

fmging-women who ate with us repau'ed to them at intervals to divert them ; for, not-

witriflanding thefe females be of very loofe mor.ils, they yet are admitted as aftreffes

into the focety of ladies /or their diverfion. Tl • feafl being elided, the guefls retired.

I was one of the lafl to depart. It was late, .tiid night had let in ; and, when about to

leave, the mafler of the houfe not only oflli-ed to conduft me home with all his fer-

vants, but even wifhed to prefent me with feveral very handfonic horfes, and many
other things, which, however, with much gratitude I declined. I omitted to flate to

' you, that m the morning befori.* I paid him a vifit, not being ignorant of the ufagc of
rerfia, as an acknowledgment for his prefent to me, I fent him a packet of nick-nacks

from Italy, partly eatables, and part ornaments ; neither did I forget the Daroga.

Perfia is every where inhabited, and on its roads travelling is unaccompanied with any
danger ; this kingdom, unlike Turkey, being entirely free from highway robberies,

the diftrifls being made refponfiblc for the fecurity of travellers pafling through them.

On this account, being tired of the caravans, 1 refolved on travelling b .nvrif. How-
ever, before my departure, as it got wind, fever' I perfons determined uj» aw'-ij ;mying

me, but each travelled as he lifted. For me, I gave orders not to I ' " >.. u foon

in the uiorning, defirrus of enjoying fleep till fun-rife.

After pafling the whole of the day in packing and weighing my baggage, the charge

for its tranfport being according to weight ; fatisfied with having begun our journey,

after travelling for an hour, I ftopt at a town or villag ; called Gauriin, or the land of
Gucbres, where ) ^ fled the night in tlie apartments of a very large fpacious caravan-

ferai. Oriental^, v; . 'iev they travel, or are on their way to join the army under a
chief, never maK Wi'c prof.rvfs the firit day ; in order that every one may commo-

bcci/ V. iii ' ;.ppointed p'acc, as well as that if any thing (hould havdioufly join the have

been
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hftn forgot, or be wanteci, time mavbe aflbrded to obtain it ; an ancient cuftotn prac>

dfcd by Cyrus, as related by Xenopnon.

On Saturday I lodjired it the tai.ivinferai of a fmall village, and on Sunday nc^ticed

an immcnfe number offai i.. m one ol which was a royal (lud confiding of five tht' .A\ni

horfes. "We took up our abode .ir nij;;ht in llio houfe of a nc^blcman, m a iarjrfi town

called Dizava, but fpt i d Diz-ab.iu, fignifying the colony of Diz. On Monday I

reached Saiu, a large town, (lopping at a private houfe. 1 ooferved here, as well as in

other towns of Perfia, that the doors of the houfes .tere very fmall, and i>f niarble»

which open and clofc in the fame n anner as thole of the fepxilchresof the Kings of Jen «.

falem : they are, however, of rather clumfy conUruftion. Tuefday I remabed all • r

at Saru, to fuffer thofe who accompanied mc to go before, on account of the inconve-

nience I experienced from their arriving at the various places Ivfore me, owing to their

monopolizing the oats for their cattle. Wednefday I made a very fliort journey^

ilopping at a fmall village culled £ibcig-abad, where the hv>itefs, in fpitc of my incli-

nation for fleep, was ablolutely refolved on diverting me till nudni)^ht with tftufic, fona;;

,

and dances, by a woman with little to recommend her, being dirty in herfelf and her voice

cracked and hoarfe, and fome little boys who difplayed much falle and graccfulncfs.

One of them among the refl, dred to fuit the fubjed, danced and fung in cli . ader
of a woman in labour, and was fo diverting as alinod to kill us with laughtei . Oa
Thurfday we arrived in the evening at a capital houfe, in a large town, called Sheh'
rackird. On Friday at Enghevun, a word fignifying, a pi ico for carpets, there being

here a confiderable manufactory of that article. We receivi i repeated vifits here, and
wore continually amufed with the converfation of very handfn le women, but in particular

that of a Kanum aga, fo civil and fo agreeable, that at her iflances we were inducrd

to remain here the whole of the next day, ftie inviting IW. A. Maani to take a bath,,

and (hewing her every kindnefs imaginable. In the mean time tl. re was no wimt of mufic,.

Tinging, and dancing, in the houfe.

On Sunday we croiTed a mountain very tirefome to pafs, i wing to the rapidity of

the acclivity, and the depth of fnow, and in the evening read d Charavend, a large

town, in which we met with pleafant fociety, and were vifited by ladies of great beauity.

On Monday, after a long and tedious journey, we halted at ( '< ul-paigan, where we
arrived late in the evening. This city refembles Hamadan, but s fmaller } its name
fignifies a (heath for the roots of rofes : we palTed entirely throu h the middle of the

city, from one extremity to the other, night not haying yet fet m, and took up our
lodging in a caravanferai, not yet entirely complete, but of ele 'unt ftrufture. We
were but ill-accommodated here ; however, not finding any provif jn in the place, and
being without means of obtaining any from without on account of the latenefs of
the hour. Tuefday we arrived at Onifcion, where we palkd the night at the houfe
of fome very civil, beautiful, and gallant ladies, one of whom call 1 Agabibice, bit-

terly bt'wailed her hard fortune in being united to ahuiband, too far dvanced in years,,

and WHS fo melancholy as much to excite my companion. Our m eteers, who now
were near their home, in order that they might pay it a vifit, pret nding their cattle-

were fatigued and required changing, left us, with a promife of returning fliortly.

They delayed their return, however, till Friday afternoon: in confequence^ notwithftand-

ing it wa.s laic, 1 ordered the mules to be laden, and to punifh them, took up abode
in a wretched 'raravanferai at the extremity of the village, but at foni diftance iroin:

where we were. On Saturday by night we reached a cadle, fituatt 1 on. a high and
ruggtd rock, of very difficult accefs. It has, I learnt, two different names, Rahmet-
abad aud Kliiuceirin : but finding a more couveiueut lodging, werellti at a bath in.

a
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room under a fmall dome, where fuch as chofe to bathe utidrcfs and drefs thcm-
I'elves.

In the evening at Icaft five-and-twcnty females, led by the lady of the governor of the

cadle, came to make tain;ifcia. I'hc curiolity of the Pcrlians is iiuloed furprizing, yet not

lefsfo their hofpitality, which is Hill the fame as related by Phil(;iliatus, in his lifeof Apol-

lonius. Even with the King it is enough you fliould declare vcuufelfa foreign traveller.

A certain Auguftin monk, rcfident at this court for the court of .Spain, related to me, that

the King one day giving an entertainuu tit to a Prince of Tartary, wiio had lately arrived

there, and cuJlom making requifite he fhould pull off the boots he wore, on wiiikiug on the

carpets with which the tloors are covcrcti, the fervants were dircdcd to pull crif his boots
;

but as he could not eafily fupport himfclf on one leg, while they pulled the bcot from the

other, the King himfelf held him up en the occafion ; and noticing the Portugueze monk,
who was prefent, to appear furprixed at his coiidcfccnfu-n, as will as othtrs, who were by,

he looked at him with a fmile, and being of oxirume ready wit, uiade ul'e of a proverb of the

country, which, however, is taken from Homer : Metrimanez choda : — a guell, a man
from God.
To return to my travels. On Sunday the 19th of February, we arrived in the eve-

ning at a fpot i"o well peopled as to deferve rather the name of a city than a town or

village, called Dchhe, or Dehii, and paHld tiie night in a very ui.at, nay, elegant apart-

ment. On Monday we ilept at an old caravanferai alniolHn ruins, in midlt of a coun-

try defertcd on account of the unwholefomenefs of its water ; tiicname of this canton

IS Alei. On 'luelday we made a long day's journey through a fimilar countiy, repof-

ing at a caravanferai as nuTcrable as that of the preceding evening, at a place called

Chialifiah. Here 1 found a fervant difpatched to me by the Carmelite friars, who had

waited for me there for three days. Thefe friars refide at Hifpahan on the part of Mis

Holinefs, and, in confequence, are highly refpcded by the King ; and, as 1 had advifed

them by letter of my intention of feeing them fliortly, they informed me by this cxprefs

of what had taken place betwe.ii them and one of the King's minifters, refident in Hif-

pahan as Vizier. They, as well as ieveral others, had informed him of my arrival;

and knowing that I came in quality of the King's vifitor, being fo perfuaded by the

friars, and, moreover, that i was a Roman, and Beigzade or noble, he determined

on fetting out to meet me, and paying me the firlt vifit at my houfe, in which he would
not fail to be copied by the principal perfons of the city ; but he was dilTuaded from
his intention by the good fathers, at my requeff, who reprefented to him that I con-

fiJered I fliould be wanting in the refpid due to fo great a King, in making parade

in a city dependent on him, before I had had the honour of being prefented, and that

I fhould be entirely fatisfied by his doing me the favor of appointing apartments for

me. My anfwer gratifi >! the Vizier, who informed me he liiould have to dread His

Majefly'sdilplealure, had he been deficient of fJicwing me every attention. He accord-

ingly afllgn' d me a l.oufe of honour, belonging to the King, and delfined for the

reception of iortigners; which being communicated to mc on Wednefday, 2 2d Febru-

ary, after difpatching fomeof my people before me, to acquaint the fath rs of my
arrival, I (ntered Spauhawn, as the city is called, although it be fpelt Ilif|'i\han ; the

initial vowel being left out before the S, as we are accuilouieu witii thofe ot th.; Spa-

nifh wonl.s, with an .S preceded by K.

On arriving at Hitpahan I dedicated the firfl days to paying my devoirs to the

Carmelite friars, as fubmiflive and obedient to the Pope as they are to the King, reiped-

abl? men, of gnat liberality, in whofe fociety 1 felt myR If extremely h.ippy. Living yet

incognito, 1 had to rtfylve on what plan to follow. At firll 1 thought of fetting out

6 iuiiucdiatel/
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icdiatoly to join the Kinp, then from thirty to forty clays' journey diftant, on the

tier:- d the 'lurks and Georgians, with whom he was at war ; but receiving intelli-

gence, thai if the difference with the Turks were not altogether adjufted, a ceflation of

hoflilities had taken placi- ; and that tiieKing, after vifiting the frontier towns, would

certainly arrive in a little time, to receive certain enibailadors from the King of Lahor,

or, as he is called, the Grand Mogul, I have changid my intention, and await his return

in llilpahan. By this expreJs I forward to my friends in Rome and Conftantinople,

directions to remit me wherewithal to bear my expences, here as well as on the n ft

of the travels I ])roj'.'cl: : their anlwers, if not from Italy at lealt from Conftantinople,

I expett will hiid me in this city ; and intend, whatever be my reception on the part of

the King, to remain hero till after the month of Augult, and amufe myfelf with the

enjoyments which Iliipahan afR)rds.

This city is very large, handfome, and well peopled, fo much fo that in all the Eafl:

I have met with none which excel it ; for notwithftanding in point of fituation

Conftantinople certainly liirpaflls, in many other points it tails ftiort of Hifpahan.

Hifpahan itfelf, that is to fay, the fpace contained within its walls, is nearly as large as

Naples, but three otiier quarters adjoining it, have lately been begun under direc-

tion of the King ; one is the Ntw Tauris, inhabited already by the colony tranf-

ported from that place ; the King however has given this quarter the name of Abbas-
abad : another is the New Chiolfa, peopled wholly with very rich Armenian mer-
chants, brought from various parts on the frontiers, that they might not be expofed to

the riik of his lofing them as fubjofti; by any future wars, for the better defence of his

kingdom devaltating the borders, and bringing their inhabitants to cultivate lands

afligned them in the heart of Perfia ; thus fecuring thefe people, who contribute not

only to the grandeur, but alfo to the opulence and beauty, of the city of Hifpahan,

the principal abode of His Majcfty, and a city in which, if we may judge from the mul-
tiplicity of ftiuclurcs continually erecting, and the great expence laviflied upon it, the

King exceedingly delights. The third quarter is that in which dwell the Guebres, or
idolaters and infidels ; and bv the place it is apparent that Shah Abbas means to con-
nctl: the whole of thefe with llifpahan, the works for the purpofe being carried on with
incredible ciuigy. When complete I conceive that the circuit of the whole will be
fuperior to that of Conftantinople or Rome.
The buildings, generally fpeaking, are fuperior to thofe of Conftantinople, but not fo

lofty. On the ea'U'ril part of the city the houfcs are handfome and well conlhudted,
but particularly the bazars ; thefe are elegant, fymmetrical, very large, with piazzas,

and built according to the niccft rules of architctture. In thefe all kinds of merchan-
dize are to be found conveniently difpofed for fuch as wifti to buy or barter. There
are alfo a number of caravanferai for the accommodation of ftrangers. well built, ftifl bet-

ter furnifti(Hl, and fpacious ; and as the revenue Irom them is conficlerable and lucra-

tive to the King and individuals to whom they belong, they take ei'pccial care to have
them folidly conitrufted, and kept in good repair.

'I'hey have no mofques in this city comparable to the five or fi.x in Conftantinople •

but to make amends, they have two curiofities not to be equalled either in Conftanti-
nople or any city in Chriilendom.

The one is the Meidfm or the grand fqunre that fronts the Royal Palace. It is fix
hundred and ninety of my paces in length, and two hundred and thirty broad, orna-
ttiented entirely round with moft elegant arclied porticoes, oftheniceft fymuietry, their
ureglarity not being interrupted by any ftreet. Thefe porticoes, over which balconies

are
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arc conftruftcd with large windows, ai-e fo many fliops in which different articles of
merchandize are cxpofed. I can afiure you that this grand fucceflionof fymmetrical

buildingb has Inch a fine cffoft, and delights the eye fo much, that notwithftandiiig

the houfes of the fquareof Navona be more lofty and magnificent, from its want of
fmiilarity, and other recommendations poffefled by the Meidan, even that fquare muft
yield it the palm. A large rivulet, or rather a fmall river, running in a dired line with

the quays which border it on each fide, flows incefiantly round the Meidan near to

the porticoes, watering in a very agreeable manner each quarter of the fquare : juft

above the level of the water of the llream a handfome pavement of ftone is laid on one
fide for the convenience of people on foot, while on the other, next to the piazzas, are a
number of fine trees, planted in a line at regular diftances from each other, and of equal

height, whence I conclude that, when in a few days they fliall put on the drefs of fpring,

nothing can be more delightful than the profpeft they muft afford. The middle of the

fquare confiftsof fand : it is confequently always dry, and extremely fuitable for exhi-

bitions of horfemanfhip.

The gate of the King's palace is on one of thefe noble fronts, about two-thirds down
Its length. It is rathtr pretty than magnificent or fupeib. A little below is the Lady's

Gate, not yet finiftied. Oppofite to that of the King, on the other fide, is a niofque,

with a beautiful portal and dome of a kind of poicelain, fancifully painted. On one
fide the foundations of a new n'.ofque have been begun, on which the workmen are

barely employed ; and from the other, towards the bazars, you have a charming per-

fpe£live, correfponding with the mo'que, with two galleries raifed on porticoes. Hither,

every night, muficians repair, who play on martial inftruments ; fome afier the Tui ki/h,

o.hers in the Perfiim manner : themufic of them is highly grateful to the ear, and yet

fo powerful, that it is diftindly heard over all the fquare, notvvitiifianding its vaft fize.

The other curiofiiy is an immenfe ftreet, at prefent out of the city, but which, when
the four quarters become connt£ted, will join them exaftly in the middle ; it is from
two to three miles in length, and twice the breadth of that of Ponte Molle at Rome.
At the head of this ftreet, on the fide of Hifpahan, a fmall fquare houfe is built, in form
of a pavilion, furrounded by balconies and windows, enriched with paintings and
numerous ornaments, exprefsly for affording from its high fite a profp & of the whole
length of the ftreet. 'Ihere is a communication between this place and the Royal
Palace by means of a corridor. Two walls of equal height form the two fides of this

ftreet : and within the walls are the King's gardens, which every one is allowed to

enter, and cat of the fruit of infinite forts wliich they contain, by making a triflitig pre-

fent to the gardener. On each fide the ftreet, at regular intervals, and oppofiic to each

other, arc entrances into the gardens, with fmall lodges for the convenience of fuch as

chu(e to reft and refrefli themfelves with fruit. The number of thefe gates, with tafte-

ful irontifpitces, is confidcrable, and gratify the eye exceedingly by the exaditude of

their properties and fymmctry. Withmit as well as within the walls trees are planted

the whole length, of equal height,* in a dired line and at equal diftances, the verdure of

which relieves while it charms the fight. In addition to this, in the courts of the

largeft and handfomeft houfes, ure prop< itionate canals, without parapets, of different

forms : the water which fupplies thefe flo.ing nearly level the length of the ftreet, in

a bed of ftone, leaving on each fide fuflieieiit fpace for horfe and foot paffengers. In

many of thefe refervoirs are fpouting fountains, and where there are acclivities, cafcades,

which delight the ear with their murmur. The ftreet itfelf is paved in the middle, and
next the walls with fmall itones, not inconvenient for the paffenger either on foot or

5 on
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on horfeback, and the interval batween the pavements on each fide is planted with

flowers and flirubs, which in fpring muft needs be incomparably grateful, as well from

their beauty as their fragrance.

The river which flows along the middle of the ftreet is very broad but not deep ; it

is formed by a number of fmall ftreams, which fall from the neighbouring mountains,

and afterwards again it divides into many rivulets, which lofe themfelves without pro-

ceeding to the fea, or dilemboguing any where. Over this river is a bridge built of

brick, broader than that at Rome, and three or four times as long. It is of Angular

form, with porticos and galleries on the fides in lieu of parapets, which ferve as a pro-

menade both above and below, the latter under cover, the upper not : but what pleafe me
moft, are the walks on level with the water, built on large piers of ftone, which traverfe

the double rows of arcades, and which in fummer muft be delightful, at once (hady and

cool, while the ear is charmed by the murmur of the waters falling from a cafcade con-

ftruftcd on purpofe in this fpot, and forming a very agreeable profpeft. Beyond the

bridge the ftreet continues the fame, hned with walls, trees, houfes, gardens and refer-

voirs ; the houfes and gardens, however, no more belong to the Kiag, but individuals

of quality, who, to enjoy the beauty of the fite, have conftruded them here, each emu-

lous of excelling his neighbour in the elegance of them.

This ftreet terminates in a large garden called Hazar-gerib, fignifying it to contain 9,

thoufand gcrib, a certain nieafure of land ; the garden and the ftreet itfelf, however, is

otherwife called Chiahar-bagh, or four gardens ; that being the number here formerly,

now reduced to the one I mention. You afcend to this garden by fteps, but of fo

little height and fo broad, that you may go up them on horfeback. This garden con-

tains nothing but fruit-trees planted in lines, and fo low that perfons on horfeback, and

even thofe on foot, may readily gather them as they go along. This garden belongs to

the King, but is open to all, and produces fuch abundance of fruit as to enable all

the inhabitants of the town, who frequently refort hither, to lay in ftore. Each kind of

fruit grows in feparate fquares by itfelf; figs in one fpace, peaches in another, pears in a

third, and fo on. In it are alleys as long as the eye can reach, crofting each other;

others of the length of the ftreet bordered with cyprefs. At the extremity, on the moft

eminent fpot, is a large ftream, beyond which is a wall, which enclofes the whole. A
number of large ftreets, fcarcely fecond to this in beauty, crofs the city in different parts {

thefe it will be needlefs to defcribe, what I have mentioned being fufficient to give an
idea of the Chiahar-bagh, and fliew it truly royal and magnificent ; and placing it much
before the Del popolo at Rome, or the Poggio Reale at Naples, the ftreet out of
Genoa, or the Monrcale at Palermo.

This city poiTefles other curiofities which are not marvellous, but for their fingularity

deferve notice. Among thefe a minar, or tower, whence the hour is proclaimed to the

people at the King's ftables, to call to prayers. This minar is built entirely of the heads

of wild goats and other animals killed in one general hunting-match, given either by the

prcfent King or fome of his family, and exhibits a remarkable Ipecimen of the whim-
fical fancy of the Pcrfians, in which charafteriftic, I underftand,-none excel IlisMajefty

himfelf, the number of inftances he has afforded in proof of this being fufficient to fill

a volume ; fome of them on a future occafion 1 (hall cotnmunicate. In addition to this,

the firft hall of the royal palace, where the King ufually receives ambafladors or guefts,

and in which he entertains and holds conference with them ; I fay the firft hall, becaufe

the palace where the King refides is diftant at the bottom of the garden ; and into thi^-,

according to the cuftom of the Princes of the Eaft, very rarely is any one admitted ; but
in the grand fquare, the Meidan, over the gate of the firft entrance, there is a pavilion,

VOL. IX. s which-
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which, as I before have noticed, is rather pretty or handfome than magnificent. This

is the building deftincd for the purpofes I have obferved. When the King cornea

hither it is always on horfeback, through a wide alley between two rows of very high

•walls, reaching from the gate of entrance to the palace where he refides. The utmofl

reverence is fhewn to the gate of entrance, fo much fo, that no one prefumes to tread

on a certain ftep of wood in it fomewhat elevated, but, on the contrary, people kifs it

cccafionally as a precious and holy thing. To the apartments over the entrance you

afcend by a narrow ftaircafe, which docs not pleafe my fancy. Thefe confift of a fmall

room in the middle on each ftory, of which there are feveral, furrounded by fmall anti-

chambers : on the fide fronting the Mddan, and that oppofite to if, are fmall balconies

after their manner, to allow, while feated on the floor, a profpedt of the neighbourhood.

There are in this place fo many apartments, cabinets, and paffages conducing to them,

that I was aflured by the parties, there were no lefs than five hundred doors in the

houfe, although fmall, in this particular refembling the rooms themfelves.

The beauty of this houfe confifls in its walls, which are enriched with gilding from

the ceiling to the floor, with excellent miniature paintings in various colours, with dark

ornaments, which have a very fine cft'eft, and the more fo, the walls being of a fliining

white, refembling fatin. The domes likewife are loaded with decorations, gilding rich

colours, fculpture, and alti-rclievi, in diiferent compartments, and without confufion j

and arc well worthy our imitation in Italy.

On the walls of the different apartments are panncls at intervals, on which various

figures are painted, but as they are unacquainted with hiftory or mythology, all their

pictures are reprefentations ot men and women, either fingle or together, in lafcivious

poftures ftandiiig, drinking with bottles and cups in their hands; Ibme overcome with

wine and flecping, others reeling, in fliort, dilplays of the votaries of Venus and Bacchus.

Among thefe, moflly drefl in the cofwume of the country, are fome with hats, intended

to reprefent Europeans, apparently defigncd to intimate that Perfians are not the only

ones addided to wine. Thefe figures, notwithftanding they be painted in extremely

rich colours, are badly drawn, the painters of the country being far behind ours ; I

was in confcqucnce apprehenfive of lofing mine, if the King fhould chance to learn

his merit.

I had yet to fee the Gul-i-flaun, or garden of rofes, but defer vifiting it until in

perfection. No one when the King is prefont is fufl'ered to view the apartments of the

palace ; now, however, that he is away, individuals fuch as ourfelves are fecretly admit-

ted. In it I noticed the workmen very buly, altering and completing the works not yet

finifhed. On days of ceremony alone certain perfons are admitted to converfeon bufi-

nefs with the Shah. Others who do not enter ride on horfeback before the palace, wait-

ing for the King's appearance, who every day rides out alfo on horfeback into the middle

of the Meidan, when fometimes he ainules himfelf in converfing with each individual;

at others exercifes his horie b.icku'ariis and forwards on the fquare ; at others again,

lillens to any one who wifhes to addrefs him. Occafionally he has refrefhnients

brought him into the middle of the (quare. Now he takes an airing in a different part,

accomp.mi;d by his courtiers ; at other times, and mofl frequently, he rides by himfelf

among the bazars, to lee what is parting.

In liiipahan, bendes lions, tigers, and other fimilar animals which are common, I faw

three elephants, a prefent to the King from India ; they were but fmall. The manner of

their guiding and punifliingthem isextraonlinary. They ufe for this piirpofe afiick pointed

with iron at one end, with whicli the keeper pricks them, and at the other with a

crooked piece of iron, with which he ti.kles the infidc of the ear, or fcratches them be*

7 twteu
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tween the ears, without fparing the flefli. I Avail now proceed to defcribe the country

of Perfia ; its inhabitants, manners ; its military, and officers.

The country in the neighbourhood of liifpahan is fertile and the air temperate, not-

withflanding its inequality, it being a mixture of vales and mountains, not connefted but

ftanding feparate ; fo that frequently a very lofty and rocky mountain rifes in midft of

a beautiful and extenfive meadow.

The inhabitants of Perfia are of feveral defcriptions. They confift, firftly, of ftrangers

of various countries, who refort thither to traffic, of whom the Indians are the moft

numerous; among thefe fonieBanyans,chieflyfrom theGuzurat, which formerly belonged

to the King, but is now dependent on the Grand Mogul j of thefe a part profefs Iflamifm,

the religion of the King of Labor, fovereign at this time of the greateft part of India

;

while the others are Gentiles adoring numerous idols. The religion of the Perfians is

alfo various. Some are Gaurs, or Guebres, and are faid, on account of the extraordinary

care with which they preferve it, to adore fire; however, as I proceed I Iliall be more
difFufe on their head. I fliall only juft remark, that thefe are the defcendants of the

ancient Perfians who lived in the time of Alexander ; but having fuffered materially by

the wars waged by different fovereigns againfl them, they are now reduced to a handful

of people, difperfed through three or four of the cities of Perfia, of which Hifpahan is

one, where they live feparate in one of the quarters I have defcribed, which is to be united

10 Hifpahan, and render it a capital city comprized of four fo near to each other as only

to be feparated by the breadth of the beautiful ftreet, the Chiahar-bagh, and the river

which croffes it. The difpofition of them is as follows : Hifpahan lays north of the

river and eaft of the ftreet ; on the oppofite fide of the ftreet, on the weft, is Abbas-

abad. On the fouth fide of the river, in the angle oppofite to Abbas-abad, is Chiolfa,

and adjoining this and oppofite to Hifpahan is Gabr-abad, inhabited by the Guebres,

the Gentiles I have juft mentioned.

There are, moreover, Chriftians of diffisrent feds; Syrians, Georgians in much greater

abundance, and an infinite number of Armenians. Thefe latter are extremely rich,

carrying on moft of the commerce of the country, particularly that with Turkey

:

befides thefe the Mahometans, who may be ranked in two different clafles, the one
common and general, called properly Agemi, or AgiamI : thefe are Mahometans
defcended from the ancient Perfians, who changed their religion with their govern-

ment, and are likewife called Tat, that is, a vaflal and cowardly race ; the other Kizil-

baflii, comprifing the foldiery and the nobility, who are now in high efteem. Agem
is the general name for the empire of Perfia ; Farfiftaun, or Parfiftaun, whence Perfia

is derived, denoting regularly no more than a province, although by acceptation it be
ufed in common with Agem for the whole. The Kizilbaflii come originally from
Turkey, and fubdued and governed the country for a long time with abfolute fway,

until the aflumption of the empire by an anceftor of His prefent Majefty. This per-

fonage, the forefather of Shah Abbas, was by origin an Arab of the race of Mahomet,
who becoming powerful by means of the Turkifli foldiery, and tired of fubmiffipn to

their fovereigns, by acquiring the reputation of a faint, and, laftly, by confirming himfelf

in the efteem of all by new opinions which he introduced into the law, he deprived the

Turks of their (way, but did not difqualify them from the ufe of arms, or the manage-
ment of aft'airs under the will of the Kings who have fince ruled.

Ifmael Sofi, which was the name of the firft King of this dynafty, having a number
of followers among the Turcomans, who adopted the tenets of this difciple of Ali, in

order to diftinguifti his feftaries, gave the Turks who fought under his banners a red cap
to wear under their turban, furmounted by a knot with twelve fiuall plaits about it, in

li 2 remembrance



28 METRO DELLB VALLe's TRAVELS IN PERSIA.

remembrance of the twelve defcendants of AH, whom they revere as their apoftles, and

the chiefs of their fed. Thefe defcendants are called by the title of Imami, fignifying

fovereign pontiffof the faith. This fe^ was called Sonnites, and reigned under the fpe-

cious and fuperb name of Califs, that is to fay, fucceflbrs of Mahomet in fpiritual as

well as temporal affairs
;
preferving their empire for a long time, firft in Damafcus and

afterwards in Bagdad.

To his I'urkilh followers Ifmael gave the name of Kizilbaflii, that is to fay, red heads,

on account of the cap in which he dreft them ; and entered Pcrfia, then much divided.

As at this time it was parted into many figniories, whofe chiefs were perpetually at war,

he found it no difficult talk to make himlelf maftcr of the whole. From this Ifmael the

reigning Prince defccnds in a direft lino, and among his other titles is called Shcich zadi,

or fon of the Schcich, that is to fay, of that man fo much renowned for fandity. Oa
fome folemn occafions, I underftand it is ufual for the King himfdf to wear this red cap,

called tag, or crown, which is a mark of the wearer belonging to the army, and of

nobility. .

The Kizilbaflii are likcwlfe of two forts. The one the heirs of their predcceflbrs,

who inherit from fathor to fon the dignity and rank of their (ires in the army, the other

occafionally appointed by the King, whole fubjefts or flaves of whatfoever nation they

may be, if eftabliflicd in the cmuitry and enrolled among the Kizilbaflii, become thereby

naturalized and ennobled, they and their pofterity. Sometimes alfo His Majefty, as a

token of his efleem for a foreigner, makes him a Kizilbafhi, by beftowing on him the

tag, this, hmvever, is rarely the cafo : in fifteen years, that a gentleman fpeaking to

me on the fubjeft had refided in the country, he had known but once of fuch an occur-

rence, in the inftance of Sir Robert Shirley, who received this honour upon his going

as ambafl'ador from the court of Pcrfia to Rome.
All the Ki/.ilbalhi bear the title of Bey. or lord, but their captains, commanding

moftly a hundred men, are called Luzbaflii, or chief of a hundred. Thefe Luzbaflii

are inferior to Sidtans. In Turkey this title fignifies King, but in Perfia a general of

an army, or commandant of a city, or fome fli-ong place. A Khan is lord over feveral

of thefe Sultans ; this name is alfo that which Kings affume among the Turks, but

with the Perfians it anfwcrs to Viceroy, or governor of a province, poffefling, however,

abfolute authority, and nominating at pleafure all the officers under him as well civil as

military, fubjed to no other orders of the King in his province than what regard the

numbtr of his people to be drafted for war, or matters relative to the ftate. Among the

Sultans there are likewife fome of the moll powerful, although the number of thefe be
fmall, who, acknowleging no fuperior jurifdiftion of a Khan, depend immediately on
rhe King. All tliefe officers hold ihcir appointments at the will of the King ; in Perfia,

however, according to ancient cuftoin, they are feldom difplaced from caprice when
they do their duty, but when removed it is ufually to affume fome higher Uation as a

reward for their ferviccs.

The King in general grants the dignity of Khan to a fubjeft not for his life alone, the

children mod frequently inheriting, fo that there are families in which this dignity has

defcended for two hundred years, whence their futije£ts look on them rather as their

true and legitimate lords than ;is officers of the King, or miniflers of the (late. I undcr-

iland, however, that the prelent King is difpofcd to annihilate this cuftom, on account

of thefe gentlemen being too abfolute in tlidr didricts, as he experienced at the begin-

ning of his reign. F.xcept, however, tlie government of provinces, cities, and large

towns, the children inherit from their p;' rents whatever they poffeffed ; but as a token of
fubniillion and dependence, the fon, o;i the death of his father, gives a declaration to

6 the
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the King of what the decoafed died Worth, as well in moveable^ aS immoveables, when,

in cafe of any thing pleafmg His Majefty, he takes it, and leaves the reft. If, on the

contrary, the conduft of the defundl: fliould have been defcftive and treacherous to the

ftate, confifcalion then enfues, and the King takes all.

Perfia has a number of thefe Khans, fome more powerful than others. The mod
eminent is that of Shiras, the metropolis of Perfia Proper, fituated about twelve leagues

from the fpot where ftood the famous city of Perfcpolis, demolifhed in a drunken bout

by Alexander, and the refidence of the Ma};i, who followed the ftar to Bethlehem, in

order to adore Chrift, capital of the province of Fars ; its peculiar government is very

larg€, extending to the fea of Hormouz, fome days' journey from Hifpahan.

The Khan c;ui fend twenty-five thoufand horfe into the field ; and his province, as I

am afliired by people converfant in the matter, is of much greater extent than Portugal.

In Hifpahan, the capital of Irak, Cafbin, a principal city alfo of Irak, and in fome other

confiderable cities there is no Khan, thefe places being royal cities. In thefe the King

has his palaces, furnifhcd with flaves, women, and every rcqiiifite ; this, on account or

his refiding rarely for any length of time at one place, and the inconvenience attendant

on journeying with a large train. He takes pleafure in travelling occafionally with only

two or three attendants, excellently mounted ; their horfes journeying with fuch fpeed

as to perform in the fpace of five or fix nearly thirty days' journey. On this account,

he has conftantly fome of thefe horfes ready faddled and bridled in his ftables, the hour

or even minute of his departure beii^g ever uncertain.

It is now, however, time to turn from public matters to my own concerns. On Sun-

day 12th of March, Vather John, the vicar-general of the Carmelites, availed himfelf of

the departure of a courier, who left this place for the camp where the King is, to inform

the King's fteward of the houfehold, or Mehlmandar. of ray arrival, and that I remained

at Hifpahan, waiting for intelligence whether His Majefty was on his return, or, if not,

where I might join hirii. We ftiall, no doubt, have an anfwer to this letter, which will

determine my ftay or departure hence.

On the fame day I was vifited by two ladies of quality, Chriftians of the Georgian

church, refident in Hifpahan. They poflefled confiderable property in their own
country, but owing to the fuddennefs with which the army of Abbas, confiftiiig of one

hundred thoufand men, fell upon their eftates, they had no time to efcape, as did Tri-

muraz Khan ; but following the example of a relation of theirs, a governor, they fur-

rendered thcinfelves to the King. Preferving themfelves ftedfaft in their faith, they

fhut themfclvc8 out from the bounty of the King, and, having fold all their flaves and

property for fubfiftcnce, are leduced to accept of the eleemofynary aid of the monks
who refide here. Touched by their misfortunes and noble demeanor, we became much
attached to therti. The natives of the country whence they come have ever been famous

as good foldiers ; the country itfelf, I underftand is beautiful, and much refembles the

fineft parts of Lombardy.

I find an inconvenience in keeping Lent here, owing to the want of fifli in the few

and very finall rivers which Perfia can boaft, and the diftancc of the fea in any part

from Hifpahan. The Mediterranean being fixty, the Perfian Gulph thirty, and the

Cafpian Sea twenty days' journey diftant. The fifh we eat at prcfent comes from the

Calpian, and (perhaps on account of there being no other) appears to me excellent

;

when, however, we may without fcruple eat meat, we ftiall fare extremely well, there

being here of all defcriptions in abundance. In Hifpahan, where living is dear, for a
piaftre of Spain (the money moft in efteem throughout all the Eaft) you have fivo or

fix fat pullets ; but on the road when travelling, m feveral places the fame fum paid

I for
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for provender for the mules and horfes, and food for four-and-twcnty pcrfons we had
with us. As for fruits, it may fuffice to tell you that we are now living on moft ex-

cellent melons, and have been for this month pafl, whether owing to the care with

which they are prcferved, their being fown late, or of a dift'erent fpccies I know not

;

yet from the excellence and purity of the air or the drynefs of the earth fuiting and
preferving them, they are eaten here all the winter, and at that period are of a moft
delicious flavour.

At the drug (hops, I have found a matter fold here under the name of flamama, of
which I fend you a fpecimen, I do not however conceive it to be the amomum we look
for ; of the larger cardamom alio, which I was folicitous of meeting with, underftand-

ing it much refembled the amomum, I fend you a parcel. Whether it be the amomum
as I conceived or another fpccies of cardamom unknown to us, 1 am fatisAed there is

none of the fort in Italy, as it is not to be procured in Turkey, and is very

rare here. It poflibly may be dear ; I (hall however obtain as much of it as poffiblc.

There are here a thoufand other drugs from India, Cathay, and other places j as, how-
ever, I am not a coimoifleur in this article, and have nobody who can give me informa-

tion on the matter, I know not how to make a colledion.

In the packet, you will likcwife find a fmall branch of a Ihrub, which inftead of

leaves or flowers, as you will diftinguifli, produces filaments of a lightiih green colour,

which yields a very refrelhing liquor held as a fovereign remedy for alleviating the

heat ol fevers ; in addition it is of a very grateful fmell. It is called bidmiik or the

muik fallow, owing to its refenjblance in fragrance to mufii and its being deemed a

fpecies of willow.

The day of the vernal equinox, called here Neu rouz, or new day, is one of great

feftivity in Porfia. On this day, mutual prefents are made, ;md gifts are tendered on
the part of dependants to their fupcriors, and of the whole kingdom, and the minifters

to the King ; every one appears in new drefles, feafts are given, and greater freedom
and more divcrfions reign than on other occafions, the country about the town being

all alive from the number of parties enjoying themfelvcs. Thefc entertainments con-

tinue for feveral days j and in thefe the Indians participate, crefting tents in the courts

of the caravanferai, where they pafs the night in finging and dancing. The
aflronomcrs here, if I millake not, differ from us in the afcertainment of the

day of ihe equinox, but as it is not yet come, 1 fliall be better able to fpeak of this

hereafter. Aftronomy is fo well known in Perfia, that there is not a foldier in the

army, however ignorant he may be, but without confulting the tacuim, or almanac, he
wears at his brcall, can readily tell what conjunction or oppofition of planets occur on any
particular day, and is equally prompt at other matters. The King is conftantly attended

by a judicial aftrylogor, and undertakes nothing ere he has firlt confulted him. Thofe
among this people alio who prefer the peaceful inufes to rhe noify god of war
pofTefs much genius, and produce enchanting compofitions. Among, thefe are

many of great nobility, and even.of Royal blood, who are ftyled Mirza, that is to

fay, Ions of Princes ; and thefe are the real nobility of Perfia, although degraded

for policy's fake, and neither foldiers or KizilbaflJ. They delight much in ftudy,

and compared with the reft of orientals are very learned, yet not equally fo with

our men of intelligence.

Methiiiks I have laid and written a great deal, the ftiort time of my refidence here

confidered, and the little knowlege of the country I have hitherto acquired. I ftiall

conclude, therefore, begging you not to wonder at the confufion of my letter, as I

have written precipitately as the matter flowed } I hope neverthelefs that the information

it
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h affords may be fcrviceable, as from the evidence I have had of vour genius, I am
aware that it will not be difficult for you lo extraft order from **^e cnaos of my writing,

and give it a new and more regular form.

Hi/pahan, March 17, 16^17.

It efcaped my memory to mention two things, with which it is fit you (hould be

made acquainted, the one, that the title of Kizilbaflii is common not only to the

foldiers and nobles, but, in common with Pars and Ajem, to the country itfelf; it is

however more in ufe among the Turks and foreigners than the natives themfelves

;

the other, that in Pcrfia, by a particular and very ancient privilege, liberty of opinion

is allowed to all, each following the religion his confcience didbtes, and living as he

pleafes under protedlion of the law. Hence each nation has a diftinft quarter of

refidence as I have defcribed of Hifpahan. Moreover they are allowed to adminifter

iuftice according to their own laws in civil as well as criminal cafes, the courts of His
Majefty having fcarcely any jurifdiftion over them. This right indeed is fo pre-

valent at prefent, that not only diftinft nations but even ambafladors of Princes, the

King's guefts, and othtrs of fimilar defcription, exercife a fimilar authority, not only

over their own fervants, but alfo over thofe who may be fubjedt to them only for a'

time. The priors of convents enjoy the fame privilege.

I mull further remark that whatever be the crime of an individual who flies for re-

fuge from jufticc to the palace of the King, it is a facred aCylum. At prefent ther. is a
man of quality whom the King was defirous of putting to death for fome ftate .reafon

;

but being quick enough to enter the palace (although if he made but a ftep without

the gate, he would inftantly be put to death without further procefs) he is fecure

from every violence. None is refufed admittance to the palace, but on paffing the

threlhold, which he kiffes, as I have before remarked, he has claim of protetlion.

This threfhold in fliort is in fuch veneration, that its name of Aftan^ is the denomi-
nation for the court and the Royal palace itfelf. Thus by adding the term doulet, or
profperity, Aftane y doulet means the court of profperity. The palace is alfo called

Doulet cnane, the houfe of profperity.

Here, likewife, it may be proper I fhould mention that the prefent King has inftituted'

corps of infantry called fufileers, as better adapted than cavalry for beiieging and de-

fending fortrelTes : thefe, however, have no red knot, and are not Kizilbafhi or gentle-

men, and are commanded by captains. Of thefe, at prefent, there are fome in all

his dominions, and in every province. They do not however follow the army, as its

march is too rapid fur their accompaniment.

Letter the fecond of Pietro delle Valle combats the objeftions raifed by Signor
Schipuno againft compiling an account of his travels ; and a difcourfe intended to be
delivered by. him to the Academy of Humourifts, not being material to the defcription

of Perfia, it has been omitted.

LETTER IIL

Hi/pahan, December 8, 161 7.

IN my preceding letters from this city of the month of March laft, I defcribed to
you my journey hither from Bagdad, and fo much of the curiofities of Hifpahan, and
matters in geiieral refpefting Perfia, that at prefent I have little infonnation to afford
you. 1 promifed in one of thefe to give you on fome future occafion more particulars
rcfpedting the Guebres. A few days ago I vifited their new city, the pofition of which

I have
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I have before defcribed. It is called the Guebrillun ; or thu place of the infidck. It

is well built, the ilreots very wido, ftraighr, and much haudfomcr than thufc of

ChicMfa, having been conftrutlcd fince them wiih inor'i cxpcrioiice and attention

:

none of the honfcs however have more than u ground floor, aud all arc> dclUtute of

ornament, corroiponding with the poverty of their iuhaiiitants, and diftering from
thofc of Chiolfa, which are magnilkont. 'rhe Guebros follow no trade, but cam their

livelihood by ruftic occupations with much bhour and fatiguo, Thoy wear all the

fame kind or drefs, and ot the fame colour, that of cement made of brick-dud.

Thcfe people bear great refcmblance to the Perfians of the profent day, but are

Coarfdy built ; they wear a round cap generally white, without any mixture of col')urs,

of a fanciful fliape like that ot tlio nK)djrn Perfians: they do nut however like thefe

fhave the checks and chin, but fuller their beard to grow like the Turks, and wear their

hair long like women, precifely in the fame manner as their ancedors are rcprefented

to have done by Herodotus. 'I'lie wt)men likewife drefs all alike ; their coftunje how-
ever more refcmbles that of the Arabs or Chaldeans than the Perfian ; it much re-

fembles the frock ufually worn with us by pilgrims, but without any girdle or collar.

Their drefs is improved by a veil which tliey wear over the head, of a greenifh yellow.

This is very long and wide, of the fame fafliion as thofe worn by the Arabian and
Chaldee women, which, covering the face, they fuil'cr to float in the wind, as'owas the

waift, and hang down to the ground behind. In the llreets they go with .heir face

uncovered, differing in this rcfpetl from the Mahometans.
According to what I gathered from one of their fed, a fimpleand uninformed being,

they have a diftind language, varying, as well as thecharadlors, from the Perfi^in of the

prefent day ; I was however unable to learn from him whether or no like the Latins

they write from left to right, nor any particulars concerning their facied fire. He told

me, however, that they pray three times a day, at fun-rife, noon, and fun-fet ; that they

adore one Supreme Being, creator of all things vifihle and inviftble ; and on my dating

that we had a dired contrary opinion of their beUef, " How ?" faid his wife, who was
(landing by :

" Gracious God ! we not know thee. Make mc thy facrifice ! (a common
expreflion with them) Who ever faw thee, or knows how thua exideth ?" Whence
I conceive them not to be idolaters as they arc rcprefented. They acJcnowledged indeed

that they revered the fun and moon as angels, but of inferior degree. 'I'hey dcted

Mahomet, looking on him as an impodor, and his followers as infidels; nor call them-

fclves Gucbres, as termed by the Mahometans, but Behen-din (of the true faith). They
have great abhorrence nf frogs, tortoifes, crabs, and other fimilar animals, which they

fay infecl water, and kill them whenever they find them; probably land-infects alio and

vermin, fuch as ferpc nts, .mts, and the like; in this conforming with the prailicc of the

Magi, as related by Herodotus. They do not burn their dead, but place them upright

with their eyes open, in which podurc they leave them to decay, or be devoured by

crows. 1 fhall endeavour, on lomc? other occafion, to obtain more ample information

refpcding this people.

P'our things curious enough in thcmfelves I have remarked while in Hifpahan.

The fird, the pradice of the people hereon the occafion of the total eclipfe of

the moon on the i6th of Augud lad. Upon this event, the whole population got on

the flat roofs of the houfes, rending the air with their noife and fongs, and the found of

brafs pans, either to frighten the animal about to devour the moon, or to drcngthen her

in her fufferings in pafling through a door or very narrow pallage. Similar fuper-

flition exifts in Turkey, but here t was furprized at finding the people io ignorant,

learning prevailing here much uiorc than in Turkey.
The
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The fecond, I noticed in vifiting Huffein culi Mirza, a near relation '^f

and defcendcd according to report in even a more dircft line from AH aiul

than even His Majcfly himfelf. In his Divan-Chan^, that is to fay, the hull tii

for an audience-chamber and eating-room when ftrangcrc are invited, was a rc( i < ,i

common in all grand houftr., the palaces of the King not excepted; the Divan Chanc is

generally in fome low (lory, yet commanding a view either of gardens or courts, and

is open in fn)nt like our galleries or porticos : in the rccefs I ipeak of, their yiftuals

is cooked in the prcfence of the guefts, with the greatcll: nicety and cleanlincfs imagin-

able, without any fire, fmoak, or dirt of any defcriptlon common to kitchens, difgull-

ing the eye. Oppofite to the entrance is thi . rccefs, which is a broad and long niche,

refembling a fmall tribunal in our churches, lined all round from top to bottom, atid

the floor entirely covered witli varnifhcd Ihining tiles of different colours, on which

are rcprcfented with much tafte either figures or very handfome and well-painted

dowers; the walls of the hall are alfo covered with tiles of fiinilar defcription, but only

to the height of about three feet, for gucfls to lean againft fitting on carpets. The walls

in the Eaft being bare of furniture, on the floor of the reccfs are fmall openings, pur-

pofely left for large difhcs or other fuitable vcfTcls to be placed upon, in which the

viftuals is cooked ; the fire to heat them is under ground, but To difpofed as to allow

a vent for the fmoak as well as the flame, which is invifible in the apartment; and not-

withflanding this, over thefe holes their meat is extremely well cooked, and even roafled,

or rather baked. Amid thefe holes rifes a fmall fountain of pure water, which fervesfor

cleanfing the meat, and afterwards runs off by two canals which are concealed, and

takes away every fpecies of filth, fo that the moft delicate eye can receive no offence.

This mode of cooking in prefence of the party invited is lefs, I believe, for the

convenience itfelf, than a precaution againft poifon. Owing to an apprehenfion of

attempts of this kind, is it, in my opinion, that the King does fo many things which

ignorant people tax as whimfical and unworthy of Majefty ; fuch for example as cook-

ing for himfelf, which is common with him, particularly the fifli or game he has hinifelf

caught or killed. On fuch occafions, he will diffed the animal he has deftroyed with the

greateft nicety, feparating with fo much epicurifm the daintieft morfels, as to colleft no
more from the carcafe than a pound in fmall flices, which he feafons with different in-

gredients that are grateful to his palate, and makes of it when cooked a moft hearty

regale. At other times he will dine in the ftreets from cooks' fhops wherever any
grateful odour falutes him from the fteaming kitchens. In this he is not particular,

many individuals, on account of the fuperior cooking at thefe fhops, being ferved from
them with their meals. Again, in riding along His Majefty will enter a houfe, and
dine on wliacever the family may have provided for itfelt.

The third matter worthy of remark is an annual folemnity in memory of the death

of Ali, which is celebrated on the aift of the month Ramadhan, on which occafion
there are two proceflions by two of their congregations, each of them accompanied
by a great part of the city, and a number of the nobles of the kingdom ; when in the
city, the King even follows in either the one or other of them. The firft rank in the
proceflion is filled by a number of horfes covered with ornaments peculiar to the

country ; on their faddles are trophies of bows and arrows, fwords, and fliields ; and
on the pummel of the laddie, a turban reprefenting the arms of Ali. Thefe are followed

by a number of colours, pikes and lances of extraordinary length, with bandroles, fup-

ported with difficulty by the men who carry them on foot ; thefe, fo long that the

weight of the end caufes them to bendi are poflibly meant to reprefent part of the arms
VOL. IX. F of
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of Ali, and dcfignate his immenfe bulk. Afterwards follows a bier, and fomt times a
mirtibor of biers, of black velvet, and covered with trophies of various arms, olfeiifive

and defenlive, railed very high and funnoiinted with tiitts of feathers and other (imilar

dixorations. 'I'hefe biers are accompanied by a number of fmRcrs, with cymbals,

gonjjs, and fifes, with which they make the air refound, li ping about inceHantiy, and

roarinj; out with all their mii;ht in a moll: hideous manner. People of quality go on
horfeback in the procellion, the mob, which is extremely numerous, on foot.

'I'his procellion marclies round the Meidan or great Iquare, which I have before

del'cribetJ and Hops for awhile b'.'forc the Royal palace, and again before the principal

mol'queoppolite, whence after certain prayers each repairs to his home. 'Ihe Vizit-r of

Hr('p;ihan on the one part, and the K.iiij,''s treafurer on the other, appear on ih" fquare,

each attended by a numbei of cavaliers, who clear the way of the crowd. It is their Ipicial

care alfo to prevent (pinrrels between the two proceflions on account of precedence,

which fometimcs happen, and terminate in the lols of lives.

The fourth objei't I have to notice is the Feafl of Rofes, which laHs the whole time

of their remaining in bloom. During this period you fee nothing but dancing to the

found of various inllruments in all the public places, by ni;^^ht as well as by day, and

people regaling themfelves with coU'ee. A number of young children alfo in the coflee-

koufes diiplay their agility in a loofe and lafcivious manner, and run about the llreets

in the ncighboui hood of the Meidan, attended by others carrying flambeaux and chan-

deliers full of lights, who fcatter rofes on all they meet, receiving money in return.

In other parts nu-n and women repair without the city, where thi-y take refrefhniei\ts,

and amufe themfelves wiih tluowing rofes at each other. 'I his feaft of rofes appears

to me a remnant of the ancient folUvitics^held in honour of Flora, in the fame leafoii

of the year.

As for the temperature of the air in this country, both the heat and cold are very

tolerable, notwithdanding, in the open funlhinc, the warmth far furpafles that rf Italy.

The cold is never very intenfe, although in the months of January and February, the

only ones of winter, there falls a quantity of fnow. It rains fo feldom, that, from the

time of my arrival up to December, 1 have never remarked more than once a few dmps
in the beginning of autimiii. Owing to this drynels, and the mild and refrefhing breezes

which frequently prevail, the air is incomparably pure and falubrious ; whence nobody
retires to clofe apartments to fleop in the fummer, (that is from May to September,)

but take reptie vn the lloor of their hcufes, without any countf^rpane of mats, as is

ufual in the rcil of Afia, ami feveial parts oi the Archipelago, or any other covering what-

foever, but wholly cxpofed to the opi-n air. Others, however, not inclined to rife with

the lark, retire to the I)ivan-ch:'.ne, fronting their courts or gardens.

The drynefs and natural ilerility of the earth, which contains a quantity of nitre,

exacts of the hufliandman cnnliderable care and abundance of manure. In this country

ihcy ufe indiilerently the dung of cattle and men, and fuch is the demand for the latter,

that inilead of its coiling any thing to have privies emptied; the fervants receive a

handfome compenfation from thofe who take away the foil. From the drought and
requilitenefs of water, great pains are taken to obtain it, and bring it from coniiderable

didance for irrigating the lands; by which means, and by the addition of compod:, the

fructifying inlluence of the fun produces almoll every thing in this climate. If any
thing be wantii^g produced in other countries, it is leis owing to the ignorance of the

inhabitants, or the want of value for fuch articles on their part, than the incapacity

•f the amended foil or the climate to yield thetn. Above all the deliciite or delicious

. 6 , fruits
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trultfl which grow in this country, that which in my cflcoin excels the reA is a kind

of uprico', called bv the IVrfians, to diltingnilli it frnni other fpecies, by a mixed

word li.tlf Arabic half I'eriian, tokhni elk-fhenvs, iigiufving lun's fe -d.

Melons hen.' nrc eaten nine months out of tlic twelve, atid are of an exquilite flavour

;

grapes ail the year round; of theft; there is a fpccies called chilkniiik, of a j,'reenifh

colour, ohloni;, :nul without fhmes. This, either frefli or dry, is delicious, either by

itfelf or mixed witti their dilferent diflicF, particularly piKio. Here is likewife fovmd

a certain Jort of piilfe called malk, unkiiown in Italy, and excellent : it is of a grcenifli

colour, not much larger than lentils, not fo Hat, more refembling a pea in fliape, but

not of equal fize.

As 1 have nothing further to write to yon of matters relative to Perfia in general,

I HkiII give fome account of my individual affairs, knowing as I do that they will not

be iiuliilerent to you. Tird, then, 1 enjoy gooil healtli, am fomewhat leaner than for-

merly, of which I know not thecauP'; it is not occalioned by the heat, for it agrees

with me, not to over exercife ; for I have been almoll iiile for ton months back. Is it

owing to my b( ing marrii-il ? I cannot think fo ; for when much more plump than at

prefent, 1 was not lefs the fervant of the ladies. PoHibly it may be owing to the dif-

ferent food, llifpahan becomes wearifome to me in the abfenre of the court ami all

the nobihty, notwithftanding its beauties and population ; and were it not for the

converfation of fome among the good lathers which has kept mc alive, I fliould furcly

have died of the fpleen.

However, thank (Jod, I am on the eve of leaving if to join the King, wherever he
may be, and for the purpofehave aJrcady provided myfelf with tents, horfes, camels,

carriages, and other requifitcs; fmce I aslhall have to lollowtlie army, 1 nmft carry my
houfe with me /i la Scythe, and be proviileil with horfes to harnefs :o the carnages at

an inllant's notice, either by jiight or day. I have therefore a ch?.in of camels, (a

chain confilts of feven) but am fearful as my baggage is weighty thefe will fcarccly

fuffice. 1 have chofen them of a Perfian race, on account of their being belt fitted for

fatigue ; hardy, and capable of enduring the winters of Armenia, where ufuallv the

army encamps. The camels of Perfia differ from thofe of Kgypt, Arabia, Turkey,
or any other country ; are Ifronger, larger, and hr.ve more hair on the ntck and legs.

I take but four faddle-horfes with me, which will be fuflicient for myfelf and thofe 1

mofl regard ; as for war-horfcs and horfes of jiarade, f (hall meet wit!; them on the fpot,

fuperioi and cheaper than any I can purcliale here. -V 11 that I wait for now is the
making of certain drefTes, and horfe accoutrements, which I nmfl take with me hence.
All my liveries are complete ;' they are red and yellow, and will 1 truft appear novel
and extraordinary at court, as it is not iiluul to drefs lervants in tliis manner ; I tliay

thus let a fafliion eventually, as the Pcrfians are great imitators. The King, as I have
before noticed, has long been apprized of my arrivp.I, and I undcrlland from the Au^-uftin
monk and the Englilh refident returned from court, (whither the latter had gone for

the K oval decifion on a dilference between himlelf anil t!ie Portuguefe refident,) that

ilis Majelty made many enquiries rtipecting me imd fignilied that he was impatient
to I'ee me.

Enough of my preparations ; I muft now proceed to give you a defcription of the
foleum facritice of the camel, at whicli 1 was prelent out of cuviofity a fhort time ago.
The fird day of the Little Baiiane or Mahometan Eaflcr, culled likewile the Bairane del
Curban, or of the facrifice in conmiemonition of the facrifice of Ahiaham. It fell

this year on the gth of December. The IMahometans are accuflomcd to make facri-

liee of a number of vidims on this uccafion, on the loth day of the moon in their

F 2 twelftli
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twelfth month, called by them Di'l hadj^ and kill feveral lambs in their own houfif,

part of which they oat, and give the rclt to the poor ; but in |he principal cities, or

wherever the King happens to be, a camel is facrificed, the Perfians reputing the

animal flain by Abraham in lieu of his fon, whom they fay was Iflimael and not liaac,

to have been a comel, and not a ram as itated in fcripture. The Turks, however, read

the text after our manner, and ridicule the facrifice of the camel.

The ceremony of the facrifice of the camel is as follows. Three days previoufly, a

female camel is led all over the city crowned ,,ith flowers, fuch as violets, and many
fimilar ftill in bloom, together with diflerent herbs, among which I noticed a branch of

the pine, accompanied by a great concourfe playing on cymbals and fifes. A mulla, or

dodcr of the law, follows, who at intervals chants their confefllon of faith and certain

prayers. The people as Jhe paflld by pull oif hair from her, which they preferve as

a relic.

On the third day, which is ufliered in with the found of trumpets, cymbals, and other

inftruments, particular prayers, and where polfible, by difcharges of artillery ; after

prayers, all the nobility, and the King, if he be on the fpot, together with the people, a

mingled mafs of all deicripticms, fonie on foot and others on horfeback, repair without

the city. In Hifpahan, the place where the ceremony is performed, is a large fquare or

efplanado, full two miles from the gates. Here a large circle is formed, the inner rows
of which are occupied by the moll diftinguilhed perfons, in their richell and mod
fuperb cirefl'es ; all the people being habited in their befh Here they wait the arrival

of the victim, which is iirfl: conducted round the town again in the manner before de-

fcribed. Before the camel a lance is carried, or rather a zngay, handfomely mounted
with fteel at the end, with which flie is to be flain. As foon as flie arrives at the delUned

fpot, flie is driven into the circle, and lurrounded by a number of the people refident

about Hifpahan, as well ;us others. After placing her in the pofture requifite, one of

the molt confidcrable perfonages prefent, (this year Haider Sultan, captain of the gate

of the King's haram,) magnificently dreiled and covered with ornaments, takes the lance,

and, as flie lays on tlie right fide, back-handedly pierces her through the heart. Imme-
diately the people about throw themfelves upon the viftim, and with fwords, knives,

hatchets, or any other cutlery they may have, feparate it into a thoufand pieces ; the

mob, armed with bludgeons, difputing ior participation. After the divifion, in deter-

mining which cudgel-logic is of much more efficacy than oratory, the mob tumultu*

oufly return to their various homes.

Part of the flefli of this animal is cooked and eaten with great devotion, the reft falted

and prtferved throughout the year, is regarded as a remedy for all kinds of infirmities.

The head was fent to the King, the quarters are diftributed all over the city and the

various villages adjoining, the number of which within a circle round Hifpahan of from
twelve to fifteen miles is more than a tlioufand.

On account of the abfence of the court, few people of high rank were prefent ; the

number was contined to the Vizier of Hilpahan the prime minilter, Haider Sultan

before-mentioned, and Meiek Bey, who likewile is Melek Ettugiar, or king of tha
merchaufs.

Lala Bvy the great trenfurer was to have been prefent, but receiving orders from the

King, h-' departed lioui Hifpahan foiiie ilays before. He invited me to accompany him,

but as my tli iug I'o would have fiibjc(fted mc to many ceremonial inconveniencies, I

exculed iiiylelt on account of not having every thing ready, which was actually the faft.

I b<"gg'.d ol liiiM, however, to leave one of his fervants with me to efcortme on the road,

whoiie prclcnce may do me credit, and be of fcrvice to me.

The

•W
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The Vizier likewlfe has promifed to furnifli me with a letter of credit, and engxiges

for my being well received by the governors and officers of the cities and towns through

which I fliall have to pafs. From appearance, therefore, no more than one thing will

be wanting to me, and that a companion of my own country, to take part in my adven-

tures, and (hare my pleafures. You mull know I have no one any longer about me
from Italy, or even from Europe, having been obliged to rid myfelf of the only two I

had, the one a Venetian whom I engaged at Aleppo, the other a Flemifli painter. My
prefcut houfehold confifts of Afiatics entirely, among which one old man as major domo,

and huram kle kaifi, or keeper of the women ; one Armenian Chriftian as a harbinger,

and three Chaldeans, one a cook, another a running footman, and the third as yet

without an office.

The King has already taken up his winter-quarters, and although yet uninformed of

where, I cxpedl to find him in Mazanderan, a province which makes a part of Hircania,

or rather Media, in a certain city on the Cafpian Sea, which he has lately caufed to be

built, called Ferhabad, a word compofed of Arabic and Perfian, and fignifying colony

of gladiu?fs. 1 he King is much delighted with this city, and takes a pleafure in

augmenting and giving it every poffible embellifliment. It already is confidered as

the metropolis of that province ; furpafllng by much every other ui reputation and

grandeur.

We fhall, therefore, dircft our courfe to Ilircania, and vifit the Cafpian Sea, whence

I fhall not fail to write to you. I kifs your hands.

In the third letter, of which the preceding is an extiuft, much extraneous matter

occurring, either relative to India, gathered from the accounts of others, hiftorical rela-

tions generally known, or communications of a perfonal nature not interefting to the

reader, they, as well as many repetitions, are omitted in the translation.

LETTER IV.

From Ferhabad the beginning of May 1 6 1 8,
and Cazvin the 25/A July following,

SHORTLY before my departure from Hifpahan, I addrell'ed a letter to you, in

which I gave an cxaft account of my travels up to that time. As I am conftantly

mindful of the promife I made you, I Ihall continue to relate occurrences as they hap-
pen, detail myprogrefs through the countries I vifit, and the curiofities I meet with,

with this view I have to inform you, that on the 30th of December laft, while yet at

Hifpahan, the Mahometans perceiving the new moon on the previous evening (the

beginning of their day, after the manner of the Jews) began to celebrate tht- firft day of
the month Muharrem, the beginning of their new year, the 1027th of the Hegira, that

is to fay, the flight of Mahomet from Mecca to Medina, on account of his being igno-

minioufly driven thence for introducing his new opinions and falfe religion. In confe-

quence, this day was the firft of the Amur, or the ten, during which the Perfians give

public and authentic demonftrations of their regret for the death of the unfortunate

Huflcin, the fon of Ali and Fatima the daughter of the Prophet.

This HuflTein, canonized by the Mahometans and acknowleged by the Perfians as

the true Iman and fovereign chief of their fed, and from whom the prefent Kings of
Perfia boaft of being defcended, was attacked on his way by thofe of the oppolite fac-

7 tion,



3S PIETRO nnt.i.r. vAi.i.r. .-> travels tn ]'i:rsia.

tion, and, together with from fcvcnty to eighty of liis followers, was iiialTai-rc'J in tliis

defarts of Arabia at a place called Kirhiila-, where he is interred. Mis fcpulchic is Hill

in high veneration, and hi;-, death howaiied with certain ceremonies. During the /\fliiir

nothing is heard but lameniations, moil of the people wearing black, a colour they

never alTumo at any other time. No one during this period eithi-r fliaves or bathes, and
all fcrupuloully follow the prefcriprions of ilic Koran, abftaining from every kind of

fenfuality, all plcafures, and all diverhon. IMaiu' of the poorer lort arc accuftomed to

bury themfelves up to the mouth in the ftreets, covering their heads with a vafe, over

which earth is dcpofited, and remain thus from dawn till ruiifel, and even during part

of the nij.'ht, other poor pcrfons fitting by tlie while, and aiking alms of paifengers.

Others again run naked about t!ie Ibvets, with oijly their privities concealed with a

piece of black cloth or facking of a dark colour, their fleih daubed over wath fliining

blacking, fo as to refemble as many devils. Thefe are accompanied by others painted

red, in token of Huflein dying covered with blood, and collectively they fing in :i

mournful ftrain the praife oi Hutftin, and defcriptions of his martyrdotn, beating tinio

with two pieces of wood or ribs of certain animals, which produce a melancholy found,

and dancing all the while hi midit of the crowd. Sometimes they unite with mounte-

banks, felling their thcriaca, thus gathering money from the fpeftators.

Every day at noon one of their mulla, of the race of Mahomet, repairs to the fpot

where thefe exhibitions go forward. This mulla is not called an emir, as at Conftanti-

nople, nor a Iherife, as in Egypt, but from an Arabic word feidi or monfieur. This

mulla, then, dreft on this occafion in a green turban, ot which colour it is never

worn by the I'erfians at any other time, mounts an elevated pulpit, where feated in

midR of a number of people, men as well as women, cither on the floor or very low

feats, he recites a panegyric on the virtues of lluiVein, and defcribes the manner of hi.^;

ileath ; exhibiting occafionally.to the people, extremely attentive to what he fays, certain

iigures reprefcniing the circumflanccs to which he alhules, and endeavouring to excite

their commiferation and tears. This ceremony is likewife copi'.'d in the molques, and
the mod public parts of the (Ircets, which are adorned and illmninated for the purpofc :

the audience all the while bathed in tears, fighing ami moaning, beating their breafts

and difplaying the grcateft afiliclion, frequently repeat with much exprelVion of agony

thefe lafl vcrfes of one of their poetic monodies, T.i Hu/Jcin! S/.hi/j lluj/i'ifi/ Alas

Hufl"ein ! the Shah lIufTein !

On the tenth day, the day on which the murder was cflecled, there are procefllons

in'evei'y quarter of the city, refembling ihofe on the commemoration of the death of

Alijwith funilar ceremonies, except thofe on a certain camel three or four young children

are placed in panniers, in meniory of thofe of the defuncf who w ere thrown in prifon,

finging mournful ditties. There are likewife biers covtred with black velvet fur-

mounted by the tag. On fome even are a green turban and a fword. The trophies,

funilar to tht)fe in the procoflion for Ali, are carried on the heads of men, who dance
inccflantly to the founds ot cymbals and gongs, turning continually as they dance, and
kccpitig tiine with much grace. J'hc country people from the mighbourhood accom-
pany the train with cudgels, to ul'e where occafion againfl thofe in other procefllons

whom they may chanre to encounter, not only to focure to their aA'cmblago a prece-

dency, but alfo in commemoration of the flrife in which Huflein was killed j they hold-

ing for certain, in cafe of being flain on this occafion, that they fliall enter paradife imme-
diately ; believing, niorcver, that all who die during the ten days of the Afljur are

tranfported thither diredly.

But
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But (o my departure. Having provided a litter on the back of a caniel for Madame

Maani, my lady, and all things behig in reaflincfs, on Friday in the evening, the 19th of

January 1618, 1 left Hifpahan, efcorted by all the brotherhood of Carnielitcs, Auguf-

tines, and other fecular Europeans then in the citv, who accompanied me to the begin-

ning'of the road to Ferhabad, the city at which the King was reprefented to be. The

firlt day we travelled no more than a league, it being late when I leftHifpahaii, and refted

at a village called Bectabad ; the country about which is barren, and white as if covered

with Inow, a circumitance owing, as I conceive, to its abounding fo much in nitre.

That I may omit nothing, I mull inform you that diflances are meafured in Perfia

bv leagues, or parafanga, as mentioned by Herodotus, Xenophon, and feveral other

authors, called, however, 1 y corruption, ferfeng. The Turks, indeed, call them agaj,

or trees, they being mar' cd by trees. The length of them is fimilar to thofe of Spain,

that is to fay, equal to four Italian miles.

The manner of traveUing hero is as follows : the haram, or ladies, go before, with

all the camels and carriages, together with the domcftics who efcort them. Thefe lalt

goon foot chiefly, well armed, yet without fatiguing themlelves, as when weary they

mount the camels. Having eiglit fervants with me, four or five are allotted to this

department. The chief or governor of the li.nun accompanies the ladies, ok horfeback.

This perfon is ufually either an eunuch, or a venerable old man with a white beard,

who is armed as well as the reft, and has the connnand of the efcort. It was one of the

latter defcription which I employed, who had had the care of Madame Maani from her

youth, and loved her with the tenderncfs of a father. He it was who, when obliged to

fly from Mardiu, her native country, like Mitrebus who followed Camilla, never quitted

her for an inftant, but carried her from the dcftrudion of war, feated before him on

horfeback. When, however, any difficulties occurred on the way as we proceeded, I

fent to his afiiflance a Marfeillois, whom I have lately hired, and who is at prefent the

only European in my fervicc. I find him more clever than the reft of my fervants, and

ufe him when occafionasan avant courier to clear the way.

After the haram is fent forward the mafter mounts his horfe art hour afterwards or

fo, with the other fervants who accompany him on horfeback, as it is requifite he fliould

have a relpectable appearance. Among thefe I have conftantly a methu, or fquire, who
looks after the horfes, and ferves me as a valet, carrying behind him two large port-

manteaus, compriiing a fmall carpet, mattrafs, pillow, and coverlid, for one perfon, that

they may be ready on occafion, without having refort to the luggage borne by the

camels, and a robe lined with fur, with a great coat and other fimilar defences againft

cold, rain, &:c. In thefe alio are carried provifions and fvveetmeats to eat on the way.

After this defcription, you will not wonder at the fraall number of leagues we travel

in a day.

The fecond day we made no more progrefs than two leagues, pafllng the night in a

dilapidated caravanferai, at a fmall town called Rie. On the third day we travelled

eight leagues, beginning our journey an hour before dawn, taking up our lodging at a

caravanferai called Serdehew, Itanding by itfelf. Here, however, we found provifions,

the hoft keeping always a ftore for the ufe of travellers. In thefe caravanferai on the

road the traveller is received gratis, and may remain as long as he pleafes. In die

cities he pays a trifle ; but unlike thofe on the road, which are ojjfen, the rooms of the

latter have locks to the doors, for the maintenance of which the charge is made. They
are, however, entirely dcftitute of furniture.

From Hifpahan to this caravanferai we traverfed over a flat country. On the fourth

day we journied five leagues on a level road, between hills entirely bare of vegetation of

any
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any kind, like the whole of the province of Irak, which paiTes with fome for the ancient

Parthia; the labour of the inhabitants and an abundance of water alone making fertile

thofe places which are peopled. This day Madame Maani and myfelf dined midway
of our day's journey, in a garden belonging to the King, called Tagiabad, or the colony

of the crown. Over the gate there is a unall pavilion, fimilar to that I have before

defcribed over the gate of the entrance to the palace in Hifpahan, but not fo larpe, fo

handiome, nor fo coltly. Here I have to obfervc, that the architefture of all the houfos

belonging to the King which I have hitherto feen is the fame ; the houfes are fmall,

contain a number of rooms with many doors, and the decorations are wholly Hmilar.

The garden was full of trees and fruit j its only remarkable beauty, however, was a long

alley reaching from the houfe to the extremity, lined with cyprefs-trees and paved with

ftono. In the middle of the garden ran a large ftream, whence flowed feveral pleafing

branches, and numerous water-falls, or rather courfes, over irregular beds, afforded a
pleafmg murmur.

After dining on the banks of this ftream, we arrived in the evening at a town called

Kaur, taking up our abode in a private houfe, the caravanferai affording (helter only

for our cattle. On the fifth day, after travelling four leagues, we refted at a town
called Dep-abad ; well watered with rivulets abounding fo plentifully with fifh, that

they may be taken out with the hand. We paffed the night in the houfe of one of the

principal inhabitants of this town, which is of confiderable fize, from whom we met
with great civility. The fixth day, after going over again four leagues, we lodged

with K>me private perfons, at a town called Buz-abad, or the colony of ice, but met
with only indifferent treatment : mid-way we faw a large refervoir of water, to which

you defcend by fteps, conftruflted for the convenience of travellers, there being no
fountains in this part ; and towards evening paffed by a large mofque, with gardens,

apartments, and conveniencies for the perfons refident on the fpot, who look after this

place of v/or(hip with great care. It is held by the Perfians in great veneration, and
called by them Saleh i Mufa Cadhum, from the perfon interred here ; the feventh

day, Thurfday 25th January, five leagues beyond, we reached the city of Cafhan, and
took up our refidence in a very large and handiome caravanferai belonging to the Shah,

out of the city, and in the neighbourhood of the King's palace, where we remained for

fome time to refrefli and reft ourfelves.

Cafhan is a city of fmall fize for Perfia, though both larger and better peopled than

Averfa, or Capua in the kingdom of Naples. The traffic in it is confiderable, on account

of its being the high road to Cafvin, Tebriz, the weftem parts of Turkey, the Cafpian

Sea, and all ihe north. Among other articles there are here numerous manufaftories

of filks ; the chief part of ihofe ufed in Perfia or fent abroad being made here. Here
they manufafture filks of all defcriptions, but not with fuch tafte nor of fuch fine colours

as with us ; they particularly, from want of cochineal and its deamefs, dye very few of

a crimfon colour.

I'he fife of Caflian is on the extremity of an extenfive plain at the foot of very lofty

mountains. So great is the heat in this city, that the winter is fcarcely felt, but, on the

other hand, the fummer is intolerably hot. The inhabitants, however, are plenteoufly

fupplied with cooling fruits of every defcription, fuch as oranges, lemons, limes, and
the like. As for its buildings, there are none that are handfome, the baths and the caravan-

ferai excepted. Before the King's palace in the fuburbs is a very wide and long ftreet,

terminating with the gates of the city, the palace being on one of its fides. The ftreets

of bazar within the city are built with piazzas, according to cuftom, and in the middle

of the bazar is a little fquare white building, furrounded by walls, with numerous windows
and
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'

and balconies, perfeftly fymmetrical and exaftly proportioned, ^hich makea a very .

fine appearance.
^ ..,.,.

As* I am ever defirous of forming acquaintance with the learned, m the little time I

remained here I got introduced to a Jew, a native of Shiras, whofe family, however, ,

came orginally from Safer, at prefent a feminarv of the moft learned and mod religious •

among the Jews in Paleftine ; his name Mullah Meflih. He was brought to Calchan.

by the King to praftice phyfic. He carries on this profeflion publicly, receiving per-

fons at his houfe with great civility, but vifiting none ; where neceffary to fend to the

patient, from his being too weak to come to confult him, he difpatchcs fome ignorant

fervant, and prefcribes from his report of the Ivmptoms, without examining the urine,

feeling *the pulfe, or feeing the patient. He inewed me his library, which contained

nothing curious ; and befides this, two balls, which he informed me were of mercury,

that he had fixed, the fecret of which art he proffered to difclofe, on condition of my
acquainting him with the method of making looking-glaffes, an art on which I had beea

difcourfing with him, and of which I was mailer j but I declined his offer, not being

partial to chymiftry, being wholly ignorant of it, and expefting nothing but fome paltry

ileception from a Jew whofe knowlege appeared to be far from extenfive.

While at Cafchan, employed in converfrng with this Jew, Madame Maani, wilhing to

buy fome filks and other matters, repaired for the purpofe to the Bazar-i-ftaun, a place

in the middle of the Bazar, furrounded by walls. Now, in this quarter no women of

quality are wont to go in the day-time with their cuftomary attendants, and in the night

it is clofed ; Madame Maani, therefore, went incognita in a fervant's drefs, with only

one of her domeftics, her lala or governor, and two other fervantsat a diftance. Faffing

along the Bazar in a crowded part, an infolent man, taking her for a fervant, pufhedt

her, laying hold of her arm as drunkards in the (beets are wont to do with the women
they meet. Upon this, Madame Maani, forgetting (he was drelt as a fervant, put her«

felf in a rage. Decorum, however, prevented her Irom making a noife, Ihe therefore

fimply expreffed by figns to the two men behind what had happened, and pointed out

the offender. One ofthem who comprehended her followed the man, and gave him a
beating, but being joined by one of his comrades, who, as well as the offender, were
fervants of a fon-in-law of the King, rendered infupportably infolent by the diitin£tion

fiiewn them, and both being armed, my two fervants immediately drew their fwords,

and conduced themfelves fo bravely that the oldeft and moff offenfive was laid on the

ground, having received, befides two mortal ows, fuch a violent cut from a fcymetar

as feparated both the fhoulders. The others v/hu had come to his affiflance were difperfed

with many a kick, without my people being fubjtv i to any inconvenience. As foon as I

heard of the affair I waited upon the Daroga, or governor of the city, to acquaint him
of the circumftances of the quarrel, and fatisfy him of the innocence of my fervants }
in which I fucceeded, meeting with great civility, and receiving excufes on his part for
not having fumiflied me with a houfe, which, had he been informed of my arrival, it

would have been his duty and pride to have done.

The robe of the Perfians, which is made of cloth, differs m fome refpefts from that of
the Turks, being more fimple, ftraighter, and more open above. The under waiftcoat,

which they wear in winter only over the ihirt, and which is not feen, fe generally made
of India cotton extremely fine. In fummer they wear fimply an outer jacket, or rather
coat, quiltetl and lined with cotton, which fits the body exadly, covers the ftomach,
and is very narrow at the waift, on the right fide of which it is laced ; it has long,
narrow, plaited flcevec, without any buttons at the wrift* From the waill downwards

VOL. IX. e ll
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it expands in the manner of a bell, reaching to the calf of the leg, where it is wide/l'i,

and is kept expanded by the ftrength of the quilting.

In general, thefe veils or coats are made as before obfcrved of Indian cloth ftained

of a fingle colour, but the figures are whimfical, and are therefore fo much the more
prized. When thefe cloths are new, they are as glofly and luftrous as latin. They
wear two falhes below the ftomach, one above the other. The longer as well as the

'

Ihortcr are of fiik, extremely fine and handfome, frequently worked with gold,

as their chief pride is in the number, variety, and beauty of their falhes, which diftin-

guifli the high clalTes from the lower. The fhorter, to relieve the beauty of the other, '

and fliow it to greater advantage, is only of one colour, and much more firiiple than

the {nil ; and ahhough this fecond girdle be frequently of cotton, or camel's hair, it is-

not in lels elleem, being oftentimes of greater value than thofo made of fdk.

In winter the Perfians wear but one upper garment, made fomewiiat to refemble a
frock coat, and chiefly very Ihort, fo much h, that it fcarcely flaps the huunches of

the horfe when they ride ; the common people wear it fomewhat longer, but

never lo reach lower than the bend of the knee. It is principally ot cloth, but of a

curious colour, different from that of the veft, and trimmed with cords and filk frogs.

On grand occafions, their coats arc of filk and gold, and moftly lined with fur, of
which they have abundance that is very handlbme, of white, black, and grey colours,

.

with fomc unknown among us, particulary that of a kind of lamb, peculiar to the pro-

vince of Khorafan, the hair of which is long and curling : their flioes are of cloth of

fume lively colour ; the women, however, wear them of velvet and gold cloth alone.

They take efpccial care that every part of their drefs fhall be of a different colour,

in this varying from our practice ; nor do they choofe common colours, fuch as blue,

green, and the like, but compound and whimfical tints, fuch as bronze colour, that

of the camel, of wine lees, olive and fimilar ; but of all, that which in my elleem is

the moll brilliant is a flame colour, by the fide of which our livelieft fcarlet or carna-

tion appears as nothing, and among their darker colours, a certain deep green pleafed

nie highly than the moll falhionable of any in the Eafl. It is called Negti or Neft,

from Its fimilitude of tint to that of a certain oil exuded from the earth in the neigh-

bourhood of Backu, a city of Albania on the Cafpian fea, dependant on Perfia. This

oil being very cheap is ufed for burning, and produces a confidcrable revenue to the

crown ; it has alio ibme medicinal qualities, and is not unknown to our dniggifls.

The fwords here are much more curved than thofe of Turkey, and have only one
edge, the guard is fimply a crofs, the blade is ufually damaiked. The flieaths are

fhagreen of either a black or red colour, the extremity like the hilt dainalk >d after the-

Perfian manner ; the belt, narrow and very handfome, is of the natural colour of the-

doe-lkin of which it is made.

They always wear a turban of a ftripcd colour over a ground of white cotton, very

rarely is the turban wholly white. Peoplj of rank have it either embroidered with

gold or filver, or plain, as they happen to fancy ; it is always fo large as to conceal the-

httle cap in the middle. 1 have not hiiherto perceived that ihe turban, t-xcopt that with

a tag, marks any diftinftion of rank. Many in the winter time, when very cold, wear'

a long pointed bonnet under the turban, the extremity of which app<.'ars above, and the

lower part ferves to. keep the head and ears warm. It is of the fame del'cription aS'

Xenophon defcribes the Thracians to have worn in his time. Some wear this kind of cap

alone, but thefe are only thecommon people ; exc'.>pr, inde^-d, the G'.'orgians, who, having

the turban ia abborreacc, weur it indifcriuiinately, both high aud low. In this part,.

however,

.
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Tiowwftr, the Chriftians accommodate thenifelves to the common praftice. Green is

allowed to be worn here, which is exprefsly forbidden in Turkey. Of this colour not

-only do they wear coats and turbans, but even ihoes or boots, which are frequently of

fliagreen among people of rank : I, however, who find them too ftiff" for my feet, wear

them of Morocco leather like the common people. The fliape of their flioes is dif-

ferent to thofe of the Turks, being pointed at the toe, with high heels.

The drefs of the women is very fimplc, and without ornament, although the rch are

not fparing in having a variety of cloth, filk, and gold, with handfome tiflue of various

kinds. Their drefs is much lefs loofe than that of the Turkifli ladies, and in my efteem

is not fo becoming ; their fafh, likewife, is tied very low, almoft below the haunches,

which appears to me very ungraceful. The veil they wear refcmbles that of the

women of Bagdad, and is tied in the fame manner in front, but trains to the ground on

each fide : it is of various colours, extremely fanciful and extraordinary. Their head-

•drefs is funple, and adorned with precious ftones. They wear here only one row
of pearls, not und the neck as with us, but about the temples, and pendant for about

four fingers in length over the face. They wear likewife two loofe ringlets of hair

proceeding from the top of the head, and hanging indiflerently on the one or the other

fide of the face, which have a beautiful effcd. When ladies go into the city they cover

then- head and body with a white fheet, after the manner of the Syrians, on horfeback,

and generally led by a fervant.

To return, however, to my travels. After making the remarks I have detailed at Caf-

chan, I left it on Sunday the 28th of January, proceeding however according to cuftom

no more than a league from the city, and taking up my abode at a caravanferai in a large

town called Bidyal. On Monday we were enabled to continue our progrefs, and
reached two caravanferai which are together at a place called Deckien, after travelling

feven leagues over large plains of loofe and barren fands, in which the horfes funk to

their girths, without feeing any villages or habitations, the country being entirely a
defart. On Tuefday we made fix leagues, traverfing large plains of fait ;• the country

is very even and white as a fheet, nothing vegetable grows upon them ; and in

fummer, from the reflodion of the fun's rays, the heat is fo extreme that travellers com-
monly journey by a way fomcwhat about in order to avoid it. In winter this country
is often inundated with rain to fuch a height that the horfes are wet to the very flaps

of the faddle, and the country out of the beaten track being then boggy, in cafe of
getting out of the road the traveller runs great rifle of being loft, to prevent which
ports are fixed at diflances to mark the courfe of the highway. Fortunately for me
-thero was no waters out on my travelling the plain, the feafon being unufually dry.

The fait of this plain, which I tafted, is very white and palatable, but is not ufed by
the Perfians on account of their having fufficient of a fuperior quality called mountain
fait. About the middle of this plain, which is five leagues in extent, I difcovered a
fmall patch of black earth tranfported thither by order of the King of Peifia, who goin<5

a pilgrimage on foot to one of their mofques in KhoraHua which is much frequented,
and unable to pafs this wide plain in one day, had it brought hither that he might
lodge dry for the night. At prefent, it ferves for the caravans who travel this way in
the winter.

This day we traverfed the whole of this fait plain, but could not arrive at any place
of retreat by night fall, we confequently having had the precaution of furnifliing our-
felycs with every requifite, not excepting even wood for firing and water. The evening
being very fine, Madam Maani would Jiot have the tent raifed nor fleep in her litter,

c 2 but
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but flept with me, heaven for our canopy fpangled with ftars, but under good quilted

counterpanes of cotton, with furred caps on.

On Wcdnefday, the lafl day of January, after travelling from five to fix leagues we
reflcd at night at a caravanfenii called Scyah-cuh ; that is to fay, black-mountain, from
one which appears at a diflancc of that colour, in the neighbourhood. That day we
dined near a refervoir of fweet water, of which we laid in ftore, there being none but

what is fait at the caravanferai ; on account of which, the King has ordered the con-
flruflion of another at a fhort diflance, and feverely punifhed the archited of the pre«

fent for his improvidence in building it where was no good water.

In this caravanfenii, after a long abAinence from wine, I took fome at fupper;

the motive for which was the flrong importunity of Madam Maani, folicitous of having
children, fhe had confultcd with certain phyficians who had afcribed her barrennefs to

my abftineiice from wine.

On Thurfday ihe i ft of February, we rofe two hours before day, as we had eight

leagues to travel ere we (hould arrive at a refting place. Wc enfiladed along a road,

level, indeed, but difHcult to travel, otTaccount of its being fo muddy that the horfes

funk in it up to their girths. Now, however, it is amended, the King having caufed a
road to be conftrufted and paved over this boggy flat. This road, which is five leagues

in length, being perfedly ftraight, wide, and handfome, is very extraordinary, and has
a fupcrb appearance, being perceptible owing to its evennefs from one extremity to the

other. It is not yet entirely compleated, but the workmen labour hard to linilh it.

For the paffage of rivulets in various parts arches are formed, among the reft one of
(his defcription about the middle is extremely fpacious. In its fides fmall places are

made for the traveller to reft upon. This arch or bridge is over a river called Ajji

Chiai, that is to fay, bitter river, the water of it from the quanrity of fait with which
it is impregnated being actually bitter.

Having paifed this bad road, and three leaeues of good before and fubfequent

thereto, we refted at night in the caravanferai of a I'mall town called Refkm^. Friday,

which was the day of the Purification, as well on account of its being a fcftival as to

mend the girths of the camel which carried the litter, we remained at Refkme until

evening, and travelled thence only one league to a large town called Mehalle bagh,

or the vineyard of the neighbourhood. This is a little out of the road, but we pro-

ceeded to it, as moft do. on account of the quantity of fruit and other conveniences

to be found there. T'lis town is fituated at the extremity of the plain, at the foot of

very high mountains wluch traverfe the country, and apparently arc a branch from
thofe of Syria, which fend forth many, reaching even to China, under the different

names of '1 aurus, Cau^afus, Imaus, and others. The inhabitants, indeed, are unac-

quainted with the differeit names given them by various ancient and modem authors,

but this is not aftonifhing ; for, feparate from the difficulty of obtaining faithful rclaiiona

of matters at fo great a uiftance, they are not accuftomed to give general names to their

mountains, each one having the name of the village to wnich it is contiguous, and
their villages are numerous.

We refted for the night at Mehalle bagh, in the houfe of one of thf moft powerful

in the province, vho fhewed us many civilities, and to whom, on our departure, we
made a prefent in return of a veft, a gift in high efteem in this country. On Saturday

wc entered the mountains, which we traverfed by a very deep and narrow valley, much
refembling that you h^ve feen in Urabria in Italy, called Valle Stretttura; this,

however, is much longer.

Through
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Through this valley we travelled by a very even road, theafcent or decline being

fcarcfly pcrccpiible ; the mountains on each fide being very lofty, and in parts the

paflnge is fo narrow where the road winds that one could fcarcelv get through it

with the litter. A I'lnall river or rather a large rivulet runs throiigh the bottom of the

valley, on the brink of hich we difcovered an uninhabited village in ruins. We
were lo much charmed with the froftinefs of the water, that Madame Maani and myfelf

hahed here to dine, fending on the fervants. We perceived likewife a fmall ftreamlet

formed from feveral fprings, and extremely pellucid. Tempted to tafte its water, we
were furprized to find them as bitter and unpalatable as that of the other was frefli

and agreeable ; which quality, on examination, 1 difcovered to proceed from one of

its currents of fupply running over a vein of fait as it winded along.

We arrived towards evening at a certain fpot in the fame valley, where in a grotto

formed either by nature or art the caravans are ufed to halt, tnere being no other

fhelter for a confiderable dillanco. Madame Maani would not however flop here on
account of its being very dirty, having the day before been the refidence of a number
of pigs marked red and white, which the King, who is but little fcrupulous on matters

of religion, either to pleafe himfelf or gratify the Chriftians of Ferhabad, and enable

them to preferve the breed among them, had caufed to be driven thither from Hif-

pahan. The mode of tranlport adopted was curious, as, in order to (horten the time of

their journey, they were carried in panniers like women.
The grot being found in a filthy condition, we continued our journey till midnight with

great difficulty, and very unpleafantly, owing to the gloom of the valley, and a fall of fleet,

from our having alfo frequently to ford the rivulet I have mentioned. This was alfo the

firft day of our perceiving fnow on ihe mountains, or experiencing inclement weather.

At length we reached a town at midnight called Hebfi-rad, where we refted all the

following day torefrefh our cattle. On the fucceeding day, 5th of February, we con-

tinued our route ftill through the fame valley, which we difcovered was divided into

two by a ridge of mountains. The road to the left appearing to us mod beaten, we
took that in preference, and liad proceeded about a mile when we learned from fome
fhepherds that we were going aftray, and trod back our fteps to take the road on the

right, which was covered with fnow, and muddy owing to its beginning to thaw.

We had a fall of fnow again towards evening, and at length after journeying four

leagues arrived late at a town called Firuz-cuh, or the viftorious mountain. This
town is on the fummit of the mountains in an expofed fituation, to which however,
notwithAanding its eminence, the afcent is gentle. This town is the laft of the province
of Irak, in confequence of which the copper money of Hifpahan ceafes to pafs for

more than half its value. It is a remarkable circumftance in Perfia, that although
filver coin be univerfally current at the fame value, copper fhould pafs in a different

f)rovince to that in which it was iflucd at only half its price, notwithftanding it be
arger and heavier than tl:at in circulation of the ftamp of the province in which it is

tendered. Tuefday, we remained all day at Firuz-cuh. Wednefday we continued
our courfe towards Muzanderan, always on a defcent, that province bordering on the
fea, and being a level country, fo that we had to go down half as deep again from the
mountain of Ferr ;-cuh as the valley from its fummit whence we afcended. Here, how-
ever, it may not be improper to give you a defcription of Mazanderan.

This province is fituated as I have before remarked on the Cafpian fea, in the
fouth eaft, having the province of Afterabad, dependint on a Khan fubjeft to the King,
on the ea(*. ;.nd the fea on its weftern fide ; Ghilan, which was annexed by his
prcfejitMujcity to Perfia, and which is governed by a viceroy, on the weft, aiad the pro-

3 vince
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vince of Irak on its fouthcrn fide. But in order to give you a better comprehenfion of

the pofition of their various countries, I fliall make the tour of the Cafpian Sea ; Ipoci-

fying the divifions and modern names of the countries, to enable you to compare them
with the defcription of ancient authors.

As before defcribed, weft of Mazanderan,on the Cafpian Sea, lies Ghilaii ; beyond
-vrhich towards the weft, in the neighbourhood of the lea, but above Gliilan, Albania is

Htuated, which is annexed to the former province ; the firll city of which is Backce *, or

more properly Bagh-cuh, pronounced by the Perfians, Vaccuh. It is remarkably

ftrong, being built on rugged rocks, on the margin of the foa, called alfo by the fame
name. This city is faid to have been called formerly Albana, antl is at prefcnt the refi-

dencc of a fultan. In the fame country, alfo, on the weftern ftiores of the fea, is Derbend
or Demir-capi, that is to fay, Irongate. Albania terminates here, and Mount Gaucafus
begins ; inhabited at prefent by divers nations, but particularly upon the fea by certain

Mahometans called Lezghi, who acknowlege no king. Thefe are much divided among
themfelves, under the dominion of an infinite number of petty tyrai\ts, called Mitza

;

fome of which have no more than twenty fubjeds. They are a people of grofs habits,

who prefer a refidence in villages, and in the country, to cities j a brutal and barbarous

race, the dread and horror ot their neighbours.

Who rovo for booty, and fuhfift on fpoil.

Beyond the Lezghi is the country of the Afiatic Sarmatians, that is,to fay, the Cir-

caffians, who follow the Greek faith, but are without books, prieits, or churches, fo

that they are Chriftians only in name ; and, divided as they are among themfelves under

the fway of different Mirza, from the Lezghi on one fide and the Tatars on the

other, they carry on incclTantly a freebootitig war with their neighbours. Hence the

immenfe number of nun and women flaves, Circafiians, Ruilians, Tatars, and Lezghi,

difperfed over the Kaft by this infiunous traflic.

Circaflia extends along the Cafpian Sea to the country of the Ruffians, called by us

Mufcovites, to the mouth of the Wolga, where the city of Allracan, as called by us;

but by the Perfians, who carry on a confideralile trallic hither, denominated Agitar-

can, and by its inhabitants, Afktarcan. On the norihern Ihores of the Cafpian Sea,

the Ruffians have the Tat;us for neighbours, among which are a certain race called the

Ulbeck Tatars, a name which fignifies iiuU-pendant lords. Thefe people inhabit a

country of iinmenfe extent to the eall of the Cafpian Sea. Beyond them, towards the

rifing of the fun, are the Tatars of Cathay ; and fouth of them lays India. Among other

confiderable places belonging to them, is Samarcand, anciently the refidence of 'lamer-

lane. Towards the fouth ihey have Balk, or Bukhara, on the fea, the refidence of one

of their principal khans, who is frequently at war with I'erfia.

Betwceen the country of the lUbeck Tatars, the lagatuys who inhabit Scythia

citerior (undoubtedly the ancient) Sogdiuna and Badriana, and the province of Ailera-

bad which I have before mentioned, the country on the borders of the fea is an abfolute

defart inhabited formerly by the Turkmans, who now are di:perfcd over the whole

empire of Perfia as well as of Turkey. Thefe Turkmans were a wandering people,

without any fixed abode, living in teAs. Their ancient and ordinary country, however,

was that part of Scythia called by geographers Turkillan, where they obtained the

name of 'I'urkmans, a corruption of Terckiinaun, which means, he has changed his faith

;

when from Gentiles, which they were before, they became iMahometans. Since that

period this name has been applied to thofe only who remained in the country and their

Moftly written fiacku or Dakku, but properly Bagh cuh, the mountain garden,

colonics,
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colonics, the refl becoming powerful carried their arms farther towards the weft. In Afia,

and into Europe, and n'trcnching the man or iman from their names, were afterwards

called Turks. Some c.^' tliefe people, as I have obfervcd, remained between Afterabad

and the I Jibeck Tatars j but thefe were afterwards exterminated by Abbas, on account

of their being bifidels, and iohiiug with the Tatars of the fame creed as themfelves

(which is fimilar to that of the Tui ks) in defolating the borders of Perfia._ However,

there aie yet a number of thefe 'I'urkmans in other parts of his empire, that is, in Media,

Albania, and elfewhere ; fome of which are eflablimed in villages and cities, ethers have

no fixed abode. They are governed by Sultans and Khans, who ferve the King with

fcrupulous fidelity.

I fliall now return to Firuz cuh. On leavitig this place we travelled three leagues

through the fiiow, which laid very deep, to the frontiers of Irak, where we defcended

from the fummit of the mountains. We however no fooner entered Mazanderan, de-

fcending from the mountains by rude acclivities, than we found ourfelves again enclofed

in a very narrow valley, at the foot of the mountains we had crofled. The country we
quitted was barren, and bare of either trees or plants ; thif , on the contrary, was covered

with forefts, abounding in water, and fkirted by mountains clothed with beautiful and
very lofty trees, which much delighted me from the refemblance it bore to Europe

;

fuch as I had never before feen in any of the countries of Africa or Afia through
which I had travelled, nor indeed had I fince my departure from Italy ever before met
with fuch profufion of wood and water.

After five leagues journeying we arrived after mid-night at the firft inhabited fpot in

Mazanderan. This retreat, built on the road, as well as many others, by the prefent

King, is called Suzkar abad. In order to compel the people to dwell in thefe buildings,

.

ard leave the barren mountains,he deftroyed their houfes there,leaving only a few for the

coivenience of travellers. In this place I met with Mr. GifFord, an Englifh gentleman
with whom I was acquainted, with the interpreter of liis nation returnirg from court to •

Hispahan.

Thurfday, which was the Sth of February, we travelled three leagues in this fame
valley ; and as it expands here a little, and is watered by a fmall ftream which flows

gently to the fea, it was well cultivated, and entirely covered with rice, which is Ibwn fo

plenteoufly all over Mazanderan on account of the quantity of water in the province,

and the hiinidity of the foil, that one readily takes it to be the only food of the people. In
faft, whether owing to the foil not fuitiiig the growth of wheat, or their want of par-
ti-ility to the culture of that grain, the bread ufed in the whole province is made from rice

alone, which likewile conilitutes their only food. The people difliking meat, and
fancying milk, butter, wiili every fort of unduous food injurious to health, live entirely

on rice cooked with a Utile water and fait, and called chiliio, taking with it every now and
then a fpoonf'ul of fome fort of acid, fuch as verjuice, the juice of pomegranates, vinegar, or
the like. To this food they are exceedingly partial, and maintain that there is none more
conducive to health. In Lent I lived myfelf almod wholly on this food, and found it

far from bad. I do not coiifider it, however, to be highlv wholefome ; the people of
this province, who eat nothing elfe, feldom having much colour, owing perhaps to this
mode of living, perhaps to the quality of th-^r. They are almolt univerfally of

-

a brown, fallow complexion, with black hair, eyes, and eyebrows.
The women, however, were in my eyes perfeftly beautiful ; and I had full opportunity ,

of judging, as, unlike other Mahometans, they never cover the face, but converfe freely

.

\vith man. In addition, they are affable and exceedingly obliging. In courteous man-
ners the myn are nyt inferioj- to the wpmen

} particularly they are ever ready to offet-

J ihcii'
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ihcir houff8 to Grangers, fetk their ccmipany, and are gracious and generous in cxtrome (

(o much fo, in ftiort, ihat I may fay with fafcty, there is no country in the world in

which the people, even of the very loweft ranii, poffefs greater urbanity of numners.

Thus liyrcania, if Mazanderan form a part tliereof, from llic horriil country it was

depidcd by the ancients, the repair of tigers and other ferocious beafls, is now nietamor-

phofed into the (Inell country I have huherto kvn in Ada, and that in which the iidui*

bitants are the moil civil, prepoflVfiing, kind, and trully of any ujiou the furfacc of

the globe.

We difccmcd on (he road this day, on the declivities of the mountains, foinc ralllc*

formerly ufed as fortrefles. Certain |)otty noblonun who Iiad alfuined the date nf (ovo-

reipns, and claimed indipendance, caufed thi.in to bo erected during the minoriiy of

Shah Abbas, and the latter end of the very long life of his father ChodH-lH-ndc, in which

Eeriod Pcrfia underwent feveral changes. But at prefent all thefe calUes are in ruins,

aving been razed by Sliah Abbas, atter reducing this country to fubjecHon. We faw

likewiie on the llope of mother mountain, extremely high ;uid of fharp afccnt, M-hicIi

fervesas a rampart to tiiis valley, a grotto, with walls oi mafonry, to which it is inipof-

fible to have accefs, n ) one knowing the road to it, and the mountain being fo rocky

and perpendicular. It is related that a young lady, tall as a giant, lived in this grotto,

and was ufed to ravage the circumjacent country, and that in this part all intercourfe

was flopped by her between the neighbouring provinces.

They relate alio a ihoulaiul llories, not only of this maiden, but alfo nf feveral giants

of the country, whofe large tombs are to be feen ; but as I look on thefe as old women's
tales, I paid no attention to them. I (hall only remark to you, that in thefe fame parts,

on the margin of the ftrcam which runs pleafantly along the bottom of the valley iii

whifh we dined, I found in the morning a quantity of celery, wild endive, and feveral

other excellent herbs met with in our country ; with violets and other pleafant flowers

in abundance on the fide of the road, delighting us with the grateful promife of fprlng.

Amid the charming diverfity of profpefts, and the delightful fragrance with which we
vrerc regaled, we ccntinuetl our journey, and in the evening entered one of thofe little

hut? newly built, called Mioni kiolle. Of thefe there are a number on the road, fo

that travellers may halt wherever they will.

Mazanderan poffefles no places fet apart for the accommodation of travellers ; but

each individual is anxious to receive the flranger, and loads him with kindnefs, \vithout

exacting any gratuity ; he however ref ufes not the boon you tender as a prefent. On
Friday we fet oflF rather late, and moreover found the road extremely bad and muddy,
the ground being of a very flippery nature ; fo that, but for the rv)ad in places being cut

in form of ftairs, it would have been impoilible for us to have got along. On this

account we advanced but two leagues, arriving in the evening at a fmall village called

Giret, fituated on the fl<ipeof a mountain, where, the men being at Ferhabail in attend-

ance on the King, we were received with all imaginable kindnefs by a very handfome
and highly courteous hoftefs, called Zohara, at whofe houfe we were vifitcd by ahnoft

all the females of the place, each with a prefent. In return, Madame Maani prefented

them with feme trifles, which, front their rarity in this quarter, were highly efteemed,

and nauch delighted them.

With other things, flie divided among them a quantity of banna, or alcanna as it is

called by ourdruggifts, for ftaining the tiands; and after fupper, in order to celebrate

our arrival, (he inn(Wd on all prefent ufing of it w ith her ; it being the cuftom in the

F>a{l on any joyous occafion, fuch at weddings t^ r the like, to fallen it on the hands
while in coavcr(iition. This aicasM i* nothing more than the powder of the dried leaves

of

.!'
•"
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of a certain plant, w hich, as the Oricntalifts never wear gloves, ponTcffes the faculty of

cm'bcllifhiiip i'h' haiul, and pn-fcrving it from injury by the weather. The mnruier of

applying it is as followfi : alter fuppcr, jull previous to their retiring to bed, tl'.oy mnillen

the alcana with wafer, and with the palle cover the liai.ds, or fucii part of the body as

they arc dcfivous ol llaining, binding it on with linen bandages. The evening is there-

fore chofen lor the application, as in the day-time it woultl be inconvenient for the ladies

to have their hand-i confined. The pafle remains thus fallened during the night, and in ^
the morning, ou removing the bamlag--, the palle is reduced again to powder, i'.nd thb

*

part to which it had been applied is llained of a bright orange colour ; fomctimes, it a

greater quantity be iiled, it is more inclined to red ; and lunjetimes again, fo much is

uled as to make it of a very dark colour, approaching to black. 'J'his dye is the moft

cftecmed by the Perfians, as it ferves to let olf the wliitenefs of the fkin.

On Saturday we left this place, and continued our journev i<y a tircfome and very

bad road. In the evening we lodged at a village called Tallar;ipafcet, where I found

fomc mountuinecrs who were I'o cxcellively llupid, that having bought oats of fomo of

them for the horfcs, in order to learn wiiat nun)ber I had to pay for them of a certain

copper-money of the value of a farthing, we were obliged to reckon the amount with

beans, and in fettling it fpcnt more than an hour, (^n Sunday we quitted the vallies and

the mountains, and entered on plains. We paflfed then through a large foreft, the road-

through which is llraight, broad, .nml well Ihaded by the trees, which are large and of

great height ; many of them covered with wild vines.

VVc were much fatigued in travelling this road, the foil being (limy and mold, on ac-

count of the numerous rivulets by which it is watered in many places ; fo that in the

winter it becomes fo muddy that even camels, notwithflandiug their great height, fink

in the foil to ihe girths, youmay judge therefore what the condition of horfes or fmeller

animals nnrll be. In order to remedy this inconvenience, the King hab ordered a road

to be conllruflcd and paved, for which purpofe a quantity of materials rre coUefted

by the way-fide, and huts have been built for the workmen. The plan however is not

yet begun, on account of thefeafonj it raining almull continually in Mazanderan

throughout the winter. i

We at length - La lirough thefc bad roads, but with io much labour and difficulty

that this day v .avelled no more than two leagues, night overtaking us in the foreft.

We liftencil \ttentively for the barking of dogs or the bleating of Iheep, to point out to

us fomc phico ot refuge for the night ; at length, finding no habitation but v-hat was at a

great dii* .nee Trom us, we reftetl that night in the foreft, having the trees for coverinjp

m lieu v' .1 tent, through the foliage of which the beams of the rUoon playing made our

canop\ appear of ilark green and lilvcr. A quantity of dry leaves ferved us for car-

pet and bed ; and for firing we found abundance of dry wood. We fent our fervants

then to the nearcft village for provifions. Its inhabitants, owing to fome mifconception,

took offence at our people, with whom they were near coming to blows without

knowing why ; but finally, informed of whi were, they were extremely civil, and

came to proffer us lodging and make us pre lents ; and on our declining to go to the

village on account of the diftance, the princip d of the village, with the chief inhabitants,

came to our camp loaded with excellent provifions, and pafTed the night gaily with u.s

bringing a mulician with them who treated us during fupper with woodland fongs, in

the language of the country, which is impure Perfian ; accompaning his airs with an
ill-firung violin, giving us Httlc pleafure fwe what we felt from the good-will he mani-

fefted 10 amul'o us. The Monday following we travelled two leagues farther through

the wood, over an equally bad road
;
palfrng here and there over fome well-cultivatad

VOL. IX. H fields.
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fields, irkfome to crofs on account of the rains, but in which the road was Ibmewhat

better.

In the evening we arrived at Saru, a very large and populous town, wherein the King

has a palace ; it is not an endoled place, but has the denomination of a city. I did not

notice in it ^ny handfome buildings. The houfes are moftly thatched with ftraw, few

being cov -cd with tiles. The name of this place fignifies yellow, perhaps on account

of the quantity of oranges and various fruit which grows about the town. Here we
met, in a brother and fiftcr of tender years, with moft obliging hods, who fhewed us all

imaginable attention, as well as fome of their relations, which induced us to give reft to

our beads, and remain here the whole of Tuefday. On Wednefday,
'

' i 4th of February^

we departed fiom Saru, and continued our way for four leagues through large plains,

formerly a fored, of which the trees have been felled, and the lands put into excellent

cultivation. They are inhabited in different parts by an infinity of people, moftly

Chriftians, fent hither by the King not long ago from various countries, but prin-

cipally from Armenia and Georgia.

The roads through thefe plains are wearifome and unpleafant
;

yet, being more open,

arc not equally bad with that in the foreft. I truft, however, that they will foon under
go the repair projeded, and indeed already begun. They are intended to be paved,

and will be broad, ftraight, and continued the whole length to Ferhabad. The houfes

on the road-fide are built coarfely of the trees felled, and earth ; as, however, clay

abounds, they will no doubt foon be replaced by brick buildings, which the materials of

their houfes, and the great ftore of wood they have, will ferve them to burn. I am
confirmed in this opinion from the number of kilns conftruded in the neighbourhood

of Ferh;ibad, and the immenfe provifion of fuel prepared for heating them, fufHcient

together for the confirudion of not only one city, but feveral.

At length, after undergoing fo much fatigue, we reached Ferhabad in the evening of the

time day we computed to do on leaving Hifpahan, and with it the term of our journey.

As for the laft four leagues of road from Saru, it was fo clofely peopled that it feetned

but one continued town. The King on my arrival was not at Ferhabad, but, conftantly

on the wing, had gone to a certain place at fix leagues dillance, attended by very few

;

the court, and the troops which cuflomarily winter with him, remaining in this city. As
foon as the Viceroy, who is governor of the city and the whole of the province of Ma-
zanderan, heard ofniy arrival, he immediately appointed me one of the bcfl houfes.

But before I proceed to fpeak of my adveiuures, it may be proper to give you a Jefcrip-

tion of Ferhabad, and point out its fitualion.

Some years are pafl fince the King fird laid the foundations of Ferhabad, or the

colony of mirih, on a fpot where the province of Mazarieran joins the Cafpian Sea

towards the north, in miilft of a large plain which i'preads to the fea, but two miles

difiant thence. The increal'e of buildings, however, is fo prodigious, that I have licilo

doubt but iu proctfs of time the city will reach the A^a.

Two motives induced ilie King to build this city. A dofire of embelliflu'ngliis king-

donj, which he has maiiifefted by tl^c numerous places he has caulbil t.i be touiuied in

various parts ; and a peculiar partiality to thr provinc ; <W MazanJeran, arifiug from the

circumltance oi' its bting the native place of his moiher, and the Itrongeil: and belt

defended of any in his d iminions, it bcin'j lurrounded by the fea, in this part of dif-

ficult navigation, and wild and barren mountains, pervious only by vn-y narrow and
difficult paffes. Add to which, this country being the lartheit Uiltant of any from the

enemies witli which he has to contend, and principullv the Turks, is the moft Lcuiv of

liny in his ciominions j and, us the fortune of v.ar is unceiiain, ftuu'.d any reverie oblige

liirn-
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Um to fly before his enemies, he might have in this country a fecure rampart from every

infult on their part, and would find in ti J population of the province fufficient meana

of upholding his authority and rank as a Sovereign. On this account, he takes the

grcatefl pride and pleai'ure in improving Mazanderan ; which, uncultivated and un-

peopled before, by his exertions is upw filled with inhabitants, who fpend their labour on

no ungrateful foil, the fecundity thereof amply repaying the hufbandman.
^

Havnig begun the conttrudion of Ferhabad, and appointed it the metropolis ofMazan-

dcran, to people fufliciently not only that city but the whole of the province, he had refort

to extraordinarv, violent. ; ?t highly politic meafures ; by which he filled it with innu-

merable colonies, of various religions and countries. Thefe inhabitants are of two

defcript'ons ; fuch as have been carried away from various places belonging to his enemies,

thus weakening them while he increafed his ownftrength, of wh'ch defcription are numer-

ous dependencies of the Turks and Georgia, and his own fubjefts who lived in countries

of infecure defence, bordering on the territories of unfriendly powers, to whom in

excliange for pofl'eflions which he ravaged to iiiterpofe an imperviable wildernefs

between their and his dominions, he gave lands and houfes in this fertile and inacceffible

country, where they might live in peace, and free from the fear of feeing their pro-

perty, their I'amiliet, and lands, become the prey of a fierce invading power, as was the

cafe of the Chriltians of Armenia, the Mahometans of Media, or the province of Shirwan,

and many other places.

By thefe forced migrations to Mazanderan, he has abundantly peopled the province ;

and allotting to each individual the means of following his ordinary purfuits, fuftering

none to eat the bread of idlenefs, he has employed them in breaking up the untilled

lands, and thus introduced in the province culture unknown before, and arts and
manufadures to which it was erft a ftranger. Here we fee fuch of the Armenians as

were hufbandmen, and as fkilful in the culture of the vine as prone to enjoy the beverage

it yields, employed in the fame tillage of which they were the firfl: inventors ; while

their fhepherds are furnifhed with flocks. The Georgians again, both Chriftians and
Jews, accuftomed to tend the labours of the worm, are occupied in the gathering and
manufacture of filk ; to facilitate the means for which, an incredible number of mulberry
trees has been planted in the neighbourhood of Ferhabad, the foil being better adapted

to their growth than that ofany other in the world. As for the Medes of Shirwan, inclined

to peace and idlenefs^ and fatisfied with their chilao, who look for nothing better, that

they may fliake off their lazy habits, he does not allow them to fell the leaves of their

mulberry trees, of which great abundance grows on the lands he has afligned them,
but conftrains them to raife worms, and learn the art of making filk.

In fhort, my dear Murio, Shah Abbas is not only the King, he is the father, the
tutor, the benefador of his people. Not only does he gift them with lands and flocks,

he beftows on them money in abundance to provide for their neceffities ; lending to fuch
as may be able to repay him, and gracioufly giving as a boon to thofe whofe harder
fortune allows not the profpeft of return. Moreover he takes care of their marriages,
particularly of his own houlhold, and fees to all learning the praftice of fome trade :

fo that never was the father ef a family more provident over five or fix, than this great
King over fo manv millions of fubjedts. This liberality, indeed, this extreme attention

to the welfare of his people, has been of infinite prejudice to the caufe of Chriftianity ;

for many fulFering themfelves to be dazzled by the luftre of temporal advantage, re-

nounce eternal truth, and difown the faith of Chrift, of which they were fworn difciples

at their baptifm, for the paltry gratification they receive on their abjuration , or to cancel
their debts to the King, which are paid on their becoming Mahometans.

H J So
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" So many inifcrable apoftates, upon one occafion, availed themfelves of the bounty of

the King, granted upon the iibandonment of their religion, that in Europe Shah Abbas

has been taxed with the fignal ciuehy df having obliged them to abjure their religion

by force, upon their not having money to pay their debts to him. • Impartially judging,

however, it muft be acknowleged, that the Chriftians were the moft giiilty on the

occafion ; feeing that they engaged upon borrowing money of the King, that in cafe of

n<in-refiitution at the appointed tinie, they would change their religion ; and that inftead

of providing lor payment, thefe people diflipatcd the money improvidently. The Car-

melites took cccafion, therefore, at this time to tell thcfe Chriftians freely, that they

ought not to fell their religion for money ; hut on the contrary, to maintain themfelves

{Icdfaft in their faith, even at the price of martyrdom, if fuch were requillte; adding,

that iheir individual means were not adequate to the acquittal of their debts for them.

In this manner did they advife them fecretly, for fear ot offending the King, who how-

ever upon learning it, approved rather th?n blamed their condud. To thofe indeed

who were the moft nccellilous and beft difpofed, they afforded afliflance covertly ; and

there is little doubt but if thefe Chriftians had fatisfied the King of their infufliciency to

pay him, he would either have allowed them time, or have wholly remitted his

ch.iin.

One day, however, noticing that payments came in with more than common eagernefs,

to the amount of many thoufand crowns, and thcfe all in Portuguefe coin, the King re-

fulcd to receive them ; alleging, that according to the bargain they were pledged to ab-

jure, and that fince they changed their religion for money, and from Armenians that thoy

were become Franks or Romanics, all religions muft be equal to them, and that it was his

plealure they fljould therefore become Mahometans ; for it was neither juft nor rcafon-

able tiiat his fuhjccts fliouldbe in the pay of a foreign power, particularly of the Porfii-

cuefe, his neighbours, who had become fufpicious to him, anil with whom he was

conllantly in difpute; and that now it was evident they could have no other motive in

lavilhing money thus -imong his fabjedls, than to make a pjarty, under the pretext of

faving their fouls.

To return to Fcrhabad. The circuit of its walls is great ; equal to and perhaps greater

tl an that of Romeoi Conftantinople : the city containing llreeis of more than a league

in length. Of the people already fent hither and daily arriving, the major part are

Chriftians, difiering in cuftoms and ceremonies, and thefe moftly Armenians and

Georgian?, who are allowed to build as many houfes and churches as they plcafe, and

worlliip in public ; a permiflion not granted in Turkey, or other Mahometan countries,

in which, if a church fall into decay, liccnfe to repair or rebuild it can be ( btained only

hv dint of money. The Chriftians here however are far from devout, of which I faiisfic d

niyfeli on viliiing one of the churches of the Armenians, on Palm Sunday, vwc of their

' principal felliv;(ls. Noiwithllanding the number of thcfe people at Ferhabad, and the

pauc'ty of their churches, the congregation on this occafion did not exceed five-and-

twentv or thirty perfbns. Indeed we niny attribute the misfortunes and calamities to

to wliich they have been ful:jeft, principally to their kikcwarmncfs in matters of re-

ligi n, their fchifms and hertfies, which have called down the vengeance of a juftly

irri ated Deity. Not however to digrefb fartlur, 1 muft obferve, that the ftreets not yet

finilhed are laid out, and are very broad and ftraight, broader even than the ftreet calletl

Gmlta, at Rdine. 1 hey are lined by rows of lymnuirical hoults, before lyhicli arc

cana's to carry oft" the rain, with bridges in fmnt of each houle. As yet the houfes are

bui r only one ftory high, and are covered with flags, which relift the weather as well as

c».x Le wiflied. .

. 3 The
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The coarfe walls of Ferhabad are made of a matter very common in the neighbour-

hood, called culghil, that is to fay, earth and ftraw. It is a flimy fand, watered like

lime, and combined with chopped ftraw, and without any mixture of ftone, forms a very

hard and durable fence. 1 he King's palace almoft alone is built of brick. This is of

tolerable fize, but not yet finiflied. _ Not having yet feen the interior, I cannot defcribe

it ; but from its outward appearance, I conjecture it does not materially differ from other

of the King's palaces. There is moreover a caravanferai, which is very fpacious, and is

already rcforted to by the caravans. Itisofbricklikewife, but not yet entirely finiflied.

The Vizier of Mazanderan informed me, that it was built at the inftigation of the King,

and took up no more than a fortnight to bring to its prefent ftate. There is likewife

a public bath, with fome large houfes belonging to individuals of confequence, who rcfide

in the city, but the number of them is uiconfiderable.

The reft of this city, which is in its inf^incy, is built only of wood, earth, flags, and
ftraw ; whence it fometimes happens, as has been the cafe during my refidence here,

that great devaftation is occafioned by fire, whole ftreets being deftroyed. The King,
however, who is conftantly vigilant to increafe the beauty of and perfeft this city, with

a view of preventing fimilar accidents, has availed himfelf of this to forbid the rc-con-

ftrudion of the houfes on the fame plan, unlel's more liibftantially built. From l)is pro-
' vidence, when we refleft on the wonders which in a fliort fpace he has efftded at Hif-

pahan, there is no room to doubt of his rendering Ferhabad, in the courfe of time, one
of the moll handfome and magnificent cities in the Eaft

; particularly as its neighbour-
hood abounds in all the requifites for confumption and convenience.

Ferhabad is not furrounded by a wall, nor even as yet are the lines formed ; apparently
hey will not be now begun, but time be allowed for its increafe of fize.

A river, much fmaller than the Tiber, which has its rife in the mountains I crofled,

and flows through the rice valley I defcnbed, increafed by the torrents which fall into

it, becomes navigable at Saru, and running thence takes its courfe through the middle of
the city. The boars ufed on this river are not of common conftruclion, but made of
hollow trees, with flat bottoms to fuif its fliallownefs, and will carry ten or twelve per-

fons, or a proportionate weight of merchandize. The paddles they make ufe of are
fliaped moi^ like Ihovcls than oars > with theft^ however, they make rapid progrefs.

through the water, not only with but even againft the current.

This river is called I'cginc-rude, which fignifies the rapid ftrcam. In Ferhabad thei'e-

is yet no more than one bridge, which is very well built, and fituatedin the moft fre-

-quentcd part of the city ; as however it is ib large, and paflcngers often wifli to crofs in
other placis, on fuch occafions they are ferried over in thefe fniall boats, of which there
are a nuir.ber plying. This river, whicli runs from fouth to north, fidls into the Caf-
pian Sea two miles below the town. Ferhabad is therefore a fea-port, veflels coming up
to the bridge of the city where they anchor ; thele vcfllls, however, arc not of large
demcnfions, but fiicli as ordinarily are ufod in trafficking thence to Ghilan, Afterabad,
Ba^h-kuh, IXmir-capi, and v hitiier the trade is grcatcil, Aftracan for iVIufcovy.

The largeft of thele veflels exceed not our tartans in fize ; they are built high, yet
draw very little water, and are flat-bottuinoJ on account of the numerous flioals. I
wondered at firft why fcarc'ly any other filli tiian lalmon and very poor ftiu-<Teons were
caught at Ferhabad, and attributed it to the inaliility of the Perfians, and their ignorance
of the art of fiftiing ; I was however unileceived by the Khan of Aftcrabad, who, living
on this fea and having experience of what he ftated, was competent to inform me. It

fecms that twenty w thirty miles from the fliore, the fea is fo fliallow that the fifliermea
cannot throw their nets. On this account their veffels are built in the manner before

defcribed>.
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dtfcribed, and carry no cannon, there being bul few ciuizers on this fe:'., unlefs indeed

a fmall number of Mufcovites or lluHians, in the neighbourhood of their rivers, particu-

larly the Wolga. Navigators itifo nre cautious of touching at the mountains of tiie

Lezghi, or in the country of tlie Circallians, between Albania and Mufcovy, as they

would infalhbly expofe both their property and freedom.

The tet» vjrature of Ferhabad much refembles that of Rome, lying nearly under the

fame meridian ; that i ; lO fay, the winters are ahke humid, rainy, and foggy, and tlie f.une

degree of heat and cold is experienced. The quality of the foil is likowifo fimilar, both

being fat, marfhy. and watered by a river and the fea.

I entered Ver i>ad on the Weil of the river, but the houfe affigned me was on the

oppofite fide, confequantly I was obliged to crofs it in order to get thitiier. Although
one of the bed in the place, the ceiling was fo low that, notwi.illanding I am none of

the tailed, I could reach it with my hand. The houfe reminded mc of the firfl: cabins

of Romulus 5 anu as I foek to gather foine amufement horn every thing, the imagery

which this circumllaiice brought to recolleftion ferved frequently to divert me. Au
appendage to it however Tiiuch delighted me ; it was a large garden planted with white

mulberry trees, on the banks of the river. Here, flnded by them at timc3, or at others

walking in alleys, I I'pent a great and the «nofl; agreeable portion of my time in conver-

fation with the mufes ; now in company with Adius Sincerus, and now with a Marcus
Aurelius, in French, which I met with by chance ; and at other times with Ferrari, for

want of other books.

So ftrong was my inclination of feeing the Cafpian Sea, that the very next day after

my arrival, that is, the iqih of February, I repaired to its (hores. I embarked a little

below my dwelling, not in one of the little boats 1 have defcribed, but in a bark of
tolerable fize, refembling a felucca, but very ill equipped with paddles, and a difpropor-

tionate rudder ; fuch, in (hort, that I am well perfuaded, unlefs the wind were wholly

favourable, from the clumfinefs of the fails, it could make but little way. Charts and
compafles are things unheard of here ; but as this fea is much navigated, its numerous
ftoals are well known. I wiflted much fors quadrant in order to afcertain the latitude,

and ardently defired a well-mounted floop or frigate, that I might have taken the

foundings, and made an exa£t chart of this fea ; fuch, I have lo doubt, 'is not to be

met with in Europe.

We proceeded however to fea in the veflel I have mentioned, entering it by the mouth
of the river } we had not advanced far, however, although the weather was calm,

before the agitation occufioned qualms in Madame Maani, who never before had ken
the fea, which obliged us to return and dine on a fpot which prefented us with nothing

but a plain of imniiafurable extent. Although not a fad-day, we were ferved with fim

jud caught from th(. river, wl;lch, however palatable at the inilant from our having been

16 long without falling of any, were very much inferior to thofe in Eurfipe ; nay, even
the falmon caught her", although frefli, are not i'o good as with us whon falted ; nor
indeed all the while I vas in the country, did I ever meet with any that were of only

tolerable flavour, being much inferior even to thofe of Euphrates and the Tigris.

They are all large and very fat, owing, as I imagine, to the muddy bottom of the

Cafpbn Sea.

On Friday the i6th of February I fent two of my fervants to Efcref, only fix

leagues from Ferhabad, where the King then was, and where he already has begun to

build a new city. I fent by thefe men two letters, one for the Agamir, or fu d fecretary

of the King, the other for flaflein Bey, the mehimandar, that is to fay, the perfon who
has the charge of the King's gueds. It is his duty not only to af^gn houies to the

5 King''

"Si
6-'
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King's vifitors, but alfo to regale and accompany them, and inform the King of their

affairs, fo that he is the firfl: perfon made acquainted with them. In fa£l, of whatfo-

ever nature they may be, whether proceeding from ambafladors of Princes or any

others, they firft pafs tnrough hie hands : he is, confequently, an officer of great import-

ance. Huffein Bey is a perfon very high in efteem, not only on account of his high

charge and the favour he enjoys, but alfo from his being the fon-in-law of a Khan, who
is one of the moft confiderable perfons about the court, as well as from being defcended

from the ancient nobles of Perfia Proper, where he has very large eftates in the

neighbourhood of Shirez, with a number of towns and villages immediately dependent

on him ; being fo many lordftiips hereditary in his family, called mulk, that is to fay,

poffeffions independent of the fovereign, or, at leaft, fuch as the King cannot }uftly

alienate.

To thefe perfons then did I difpatch two letters, which Father Gio Thadd^e de Sta.

Eliz^e, vicar-general of the Carmeiites at Hifpahan, had given me ; in which he merely
informed them who I was, and of my arrival, in order that they might reader account
thereof to the King, before he faw me. In addition to the letters, I recommended
my people to tell them from me, that I waited His Majefty's orders at Ferhabad, whe-
ther to join him at Efcrif, or attend him where I was. The mehimandar was at Fer-
habad, of which I was ignorant ; and without receiving any of my letters, on learn-

ing I had arrived, he came on the Saturday to pay me a vifit, and treated me, as his poft
exafted, with great civilny.

On Sunday, in the evening, my people returned, and informed me they had feen the
Agamir, who received them with civility, and acquainted them of his having before
heard of my arrival and imparted it to the King, who anfvvered according to cuftom
Sofa ghieldi,koJk ghieldi, fignifying I was welcome ; further adding, that it would not
be requifite that I fhould travel to Efcrif by fuch bad roads, as Lj was about to mount
his horfe to come to Ferhabad, where he would fee me. Upon this communication
the Agamir immediately difpatched my fervants to give me intelligence thereof, and
direfted them to ufe all expedition, as His Majefty travelled quick, and would, no doubt
pafs them on the road.

In faft, the King mounted his horfe, as I was afterwiirds informed, to come to Fer-
habad ; but finding himfelf followed by a number of foldiers, and being fimtaftic and
extremely whinifical, he put himfelf in a rage, faying he could go no where witfiout
being followed ; and, out of contradiftion, returned, talking no more of his journey..
He did not arrive, in fliort, until the 27th February, which by- our reckoning was
Shrovetide, and I remained where I was.

'I'he next day, which was Afh Wednefday, having been informed of the King's arrivat
on the preceding day, I fent immediately to the Agamir to learn how I was to aft, and
whether it was proper I fhould then wait on His Majefty, at his levee, or wait till I was
fcnt for, and received for anfwer ; that it was cuftomary for perfons of dillindion to
wait for particular orders ; that he would inftantly mention the matter to the King and
communicate His Majefty's pleafure, which he did the next day as he mounted his
horfe. Whether, however, the King made any anfwer or not, on returning home to
dinner he fent a gentleman to me, called Tochta Bey, to pay me a vifit, and ad as my
individual mehimandar, or viaitrc cThotel ; a peculiar mark of honour fhewn me, this.
gt'Htleman being the fiime perfon as on a fimiiiir occafion attended theEnglifii r^Cdent
on his firft appearance at court.

1 received Tochta Iky according to the ufage of the country, preparing a handfome
collation for him, and perfuming his hair and beard with iiiccnfe.. He begged me to.

give
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give him a particular account ofmy travels, and tiie objeft of my journey. liitformpc! liim,-

that the ftrong inclination alone which I felt of fi-eing and olFcring my fcrvices to the

King had induced my vifit, which inclination orginatcd in the fame of his grand and
brilliant aftions, connedlcd with the honour ho (hewed our Holy Father the Pope, and,

his known good will towards the Catholics. Ho enquired alio if 1 ikTigiiod to remain

any length of time in Perfia. To this I anfwcred, that my Hay would dopend on His

Majefty. Again, he quelUoned if I had a haram r and learning 1 had, alked who and
of what country my wife was, and whence 1 had taken her.

Learning afterwards in courfe of converfation thaf it was Lent, he was minute

in informing himfelf in what manner I kept it, as it is difiVrently kept by tlio Chriltians

in Perfia, the Orientalifts being much lefs rigid than thole of the Roiniih cliarch.

The various qucUions and anfwcrs were committed to writing by a niulla, v.hoaded
as fecretary, and the fchedulr, as lie informed me, would be prefented to the King, as

is done on all fimilar occafions. I communicated likewife for infcription my name,
fumame, and country. After his taking leave of me in the politeft manner, lio further

queftioned my fervants who accompanied liim to the river's fide where he took water,

how many we were in the houf: ; how many women-fervanls, horfos, and ciiinels ; of

which he fpecified the number in the paper he had to prefent to the King, anc' recom-

mended particularly to the captain of the quarter where I dwelt, who had given me his

own houfe as the beft and moft commodious in the neighbourhood, to pay me every

attention. Thefe officers are called iicfacal, that is to fay grey-b;ard, however young
they may chance to be. Their office is to fee that nothing is wanting in the houfes of

the King's guefts in their different quarters.

Upon Tochta Bey leaving me, he repaired immediately to the King with the informa-

tion he had obtained ; but it being night by the time he arrived, and His Majelty

witli the ladies, he had no opportunity of fpeaking to him, and therefore 'ii:i\i in his

fchedule.

The fame evening the King, who feldom remains long in a place, mounted his horfe,

together with his ladies, and went on a hunting-party, about four loagui .; from Fer-

habad, to a diflrid where he afterwards flopped for 1 kncnv not how long, without the

poflibility of my receiving any intimation from him. However, HulTein Bey, and Tochta
Bey, my particular mehim;uidar, continually vifited, and fhewed me much deference,

behaving with the uimoft civility.

At length the King returning, Tochta Boy immediatclv font to inform me that he

had given him ample information refpecliiig me, and that he hiniRlf would have waited

on me to ir.form me of the refult of the conference were it not for the bad weather,

but that he would do himfelf that pleafure foou as the rain had foniewhat abated. The
rain continued, and his vifit was delayed to the i6th of March, when he informed me
that the King had recommended me viiy (trongly to his care, and enjoined that he

ihould frequently wait on me, to remove as much as in his power the tedium of my
refidence in this city ; concluding with remarking, thai the peri(,d of the King's receiv-

ing me was delayed, owing to the injunctions of his afti )loger Mull Gelal, wlio waited

for a lucky time for him to give audience tu foreigners ; obferving to me, tiial the King
did nothing without having reference firft to his caiculaticms.

This, however, I look upon was a mere pretext, ferving as an excufe fur His Majefty's

not choofingto fee me, either to tire my patience or to afford him time to make inquifi-

tior\ refpedling my views. I, however, had no room to complain, as a fimilar condufl:

is obferved towards all foreigners ; and understanding that where impatience had been

CxpreCed, it had excited His Majefty's refciitmcnt, I deemed it mofl prudent to fubmit

with
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•with a good! grace to I; is pleafure, intimating fimply that I fliDuld receive his orders,

whenever he pleafed to ilTue them, with pleafure.

As, however, an opportunity offered in the courfc of this day, I unfolded, by means
of this fame Tochta Bey, one of the two objefts of my vifit, which conceined a war for

the entire deftiudion of the Turks ; the other being to make fupplication for peace

between Perfia and the country of Madame Maani. I couverfed for a long time with

Tochta Bey on the firft fubjeO:, and pointed out to him the means which might be

adopted for the effeftuation of the purpole, ?id the auxiliaries which Pcrfia might find,

as well perhaps in the Chrillians of Europe, as certain others of Afia called Coflacks,

who dwell on the Black Sea, at the inourh of the Dnieper or Borilthenes
;
giving him at

the fame time a fuccinO account ol thcle people, and defcribing the importance of an

individual then at court, who, on account of an apparent flight, was fonie-.vhat difcon-

tented. Tochta Bey paid much attention to my dlfcourie, arid fecmed greatly to

approve my projcd, which he promifcd he would not ^aii to communicate to the King.

The refult fatisfied me that he had acquitted himfelf ; for one day afterwards, the Cof-

fack, prefenting a petition to the King in the middle of the ftreet, reprefenting his im-

patience at not receiving any anfwer, and the flight be experienced from the Effendiar

Bey, the King received it, and without reading the petition, (lopping his horfe, he

called for the Effendiar Bey, and the chief of thofe who accompanied him, and, as he i#

wont, told then in a loud tone of voice, *' You are ignorant then, you gentlemen,

of the merit of thefe people, and, unaware of their bravery and noble difpofition, know
not how to behave yourfelves towards them. I^earn then, that they are roaffers of the

Black Sea ; that it is they who have taken fo many towns from the Turks, and in vari«

ous inftances (which he recounted to them) have Hicwn themfelves with great prowefs^

learn, gentlemen, that they are capable of being materially ufeful to us, and are not to

be flighted." He, at the fame time, exprdffmg a defire of aUiance with them in nearly

the terms I propofed to Tochta Bey, concluded with recommending the individual to

their kindnefs, enjoining the Effendiar Bey in particular, that he Ihould not be fuf-

fercd to want for wine, as he knew his countrymen were parnal to it ; ordering him at

the fame time five tomans in filver, equal to twenty-five pounds fterling, for his prefent

occafions, until his petition could lie attended to, and a more fuitable prefent be pro-

vided. But let us now leave the ' ^"iicks.

On Wedneftlay, 21 ft March, which was the Neu rouz, or beginning of the folar

year, a great feftival among the Perfians, as I have before obferved, and on which the
King receives prefents from all his fubjefts of rank, owing either to Saturn being on
the afcendant, or becaufe the King was mdifpofed, as we were told, His Majefty did not
leave the haram ; fo that he was not vifible, nor could be fpokcn with, that nor for

feveral fucceeding days.

Among the prefents brought to the palace on this occafion was one on the part of
the Khan of Chorafan, who, among many other things, fent nearly three hundred heads
of Ulbcck Tartars, befides a nobleman of diflindion of that nation, and eight or ten of
his^ fervants alive, who furrendered themfelves prifoncrs, the refult of a Ikirmifli, in

which the remainder were put to the rout. Thefe people, being feftaries of Omar, and
inimical to the Perfians, are conftantly making inroads in their territories, carrying
away whatever they can feize where fuccefsful.

Two others joined together in a fimilar prefent, the one Huffein Kh^n, governor of
a province on the frontiers of Bagdad, who fent the heads of fix hundred Turks, and
Cafvin Sultan, lieutenant of the laid Khan, who has much fewer people dependent on
him; his complement was fixty : the heads of thofe of dilUnftion were enveloped in a
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filk turban ; the others bare, and each thruft through with a lance. This cudom of

making prefcnis of the heads of enemies to the King of Perfia is, according to Strabo,

of very ancient date.

The King did not leave his palace to receive the prefents, but contented himfelf with

one day ordering the heads and tlie prifoners to be carried to the oppofite fide of the

river, which near tlir j.alatc is narrow, viewing the fhocking fpedaclefrom a balcony.

He pardoned tiie Ulbccks and gave tiiem tlieir liberty, without permitting them, how-

ever, to return to tlioir nation ; obferving, at thij fame time, that if he fhouTd order their

execution, there yot would be no want of Ulbecks lo defolate and injure his borders,

nor by his pardoning thcfe would the number of them be fo much incrcafed as to give

him caufe of alarm.
* Thf; Turkifli priioners, however, underwent quite a difiorent fate, and were all of

them dt'capitat'-'d, one excepted, who was p:\rdoned. As. however, the fentence pro-

nounced bore fuch an ambiguous meaning, 1 elm but notice it : the King, In a civil and
obliging maimer, faying, CuriLiJhluri-jiiJhi-ftula, which fignifies, " Take care of thefe

brethren." On hearing thefe words, the poor wretches interpreting them as a pardon,

particularly as they were rcL-afed fn^n their handciWrs, made a thoufand reverences to

the King, and bellow cd on him a thoufand benedictions ; they, however, were fcarcely

out of fight, ere the guards who accompanied them drew their fcymitars and flew them,

when they lead expected fuch a fate, cutting off their heads afterwards.

The grand fcal is not that which is in highefl efteeni in Pcrlia, although it be afHxed

to all patents and emanations from royal authority, (it is kept by the mohurdar, or

keeper of the feal,) but a finall Teal, which is worn in a ring by the King himfelf j and

which he ufes in fealing all his letters to the Princes and governors of provinces.

At the feftival of the Neu rouz, the Perfians in office in various departments are

changed, particularly the Daroga, or governor of the city. Among thofe who were

nominated to employments this year was my particular mehimandar 'I'ochta Bey, who
was made Daroga of Hifpahan, whither the King difpatched him with expedition, fecretly

entrufting him with matters of great importance. This was in a degree injurious to

my concerns, as tlie hade which he was obliged to make caufed him to omit that atten-

tion he was difpoftd to pay to my affairs.

On the 1 3th of April, wliich was Good Friday, being informed that the King had fud-

denly departed for Efcref, and apprehenfive that my reception might be delayed for a

length of time, I deemed it prop'-r to put him in mind of it in the bed manner I was
able. I therefore fent my compliments, according to cudom with us, to all my friends,

on occafion of the day, and particularly to the agamir, with certain prefents ; among
them fome confectionary, and eggs of did'erent colours to play with ; an amufement to

which the Perfians aie fo prone, that they cannot handle an egg without playing with

it after their manner.

The agamir receiv(Hl my ftrvants and little prcfent with great politenefs, and enquired

who it was that had been appointed to vifit me fince the advancement of Tochta Bey ;

and learning that J had feen nobody, he was extremely ani,'ry, and difmidlng my fer-

vants, informed them that the vizier of the city would not fail waiting on me the fuc-

ceeding day. As promifed, fachi Mirza, the vizier, who is the King's lieutenant over

all the province of Mazanderan, came to me fo early in the morning that I had not yet

rifen ; in order, therefore, not to detain him 1 received him in heii, and the better to

conceal my lluggidinefs, told him I had been indifpofed throughout the whole night.

In view of pleafing me, he toKl mc that he waited upon me exprefsly by order of

ihe Kin^, as he mounted his horfe the preceding day, and not in confequence of any

6 dirediona
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dircAions from the againir ; at the fame time making many excuffs for his negfigence

in not having vifitcd me before, taking blame to himfcif as if guilty of unpardonable

rudenors. On his departure he left a written order, after previoufly enquiring the

number of my people, for our being diredly furnilhed with provifions lor twenty days,

that at the time being deemed the extent of His Majefty's ftay at, Ferhabad. He left

with me alfo one of his fervants, not only to take care I was properly provided with

necefliirics, but that he might always be at my call } and taking leave of me, went to

join the King at Efcref.

On the lait day of April I was vifited by a brother of the vizier Muhammed Saleh

Bey ; he informed me, that the King would remain fomewhat longer than he at firft

intended, and gave me a new order for provifions. I learnt from him, that His Ma-
jefty would return in a few days to Ferhabad, and after (topping ten days or a fortnight,

would remove with his army to Cafvin, and thence to the frontiers.

It may not be unentertaming to you to be informed of the quantity of provifions

allotted for our fupport, firft defcribing to you the value of their different weights. The
patnian of the King weighs about i81bs. of Venice, (iglbs. Knglifh) ; that of Tebriz,
which is tlio weight by which we were ferved, gibs, of Venice, (pilbs. Eng.) This is

divided into quarters, called cheharek ; and thefe again fubdivided into fiah, and thofe

into mithicali ; diminutive weights, the value of which I did not afcertain. The quan*
tity afligned us then for a month was

250 Patmans of flour,

,

150 Do. of rice,

36 Do. of butter,

> 80 Fowls, 19 capons, 17 lambs, 600 eggs,

15 Patmans of chick-peas, la patmans oJ fait, 3 of fpices of al'

dcfcriptions, comprifing anif^, fennel, cummin, and the like
; particularly one che-

harek of pepper, and one of cinnamon, and one fiah of cardamum feeds
;

1 o Patmans of pomegranate feed, dried in the fun ; the juice of
which when boiled renders their ragouts excellent

;

27 Patmans of onions,

20 Do. of wine ; of which they were thus fparing, merely from
its being reprefented to them that I did not drink of it in general.

50 Thick and long wax candles, weighing each three pounds

;

one of which lafts more than one evening, and fei-ves a fecond time in the inferior apart-
ments, but not in the divan kanc

;

and 1 2 Patmans of tallow candles, burnt in filver candlellicks, with
ftardiflies to catch the tallow, which are placed on the carpet. The ufe of tallow is

not confidered degrading to pcrfons of rank, it being burnt in the palace of the King
himfelf.

This, however, is not the whole of our allowance of provifions ; we had befides,

,5 Patmans of raifms without (tones, called chilkmik, and in
their pilUo,

5 Do. of dry apricots, #
5 Do. of vinegar,

10 Do. of cheeCe in fmall white pieces without rind, more refem-
bling thick cream than cheefe

;

20 Patmans of four milk,

3 Do. of fugar, and a large fla(k full of white fugar, kept in fuch
. . _ velTels alone

;

» 2 5 Lai^e
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. , , 5 Large decanters of rofc-water,

.>,. , > .! . 5 Patmans ot honey,

1000 Oranges,
_

f

loo Patmans of barley for the cattle j befKli-'S fifteen chiles of lanti',

afTigned us for growing barky, to cut green in the months of April and May j each

chile of land yielding generally ton horfe loads j with thefe, 45 loads of wood for

firing, completed our allowance ; all of which was tranlported to my houfe with great

cxat-'timde, almoll at the fame inlhiut of time, except foine articles which we flid not

like, iiid prelenttil to the fervant of the vizier who attended us.

On ihe ill Miiy, the brother of the vizii r waited on me again, to direct me, in con*

ft'quetic'.' of an order he had received from the King, to repair to him atEfcref as foon

as poflible, he being dtfirous of (hewing me the buildings he had conflru£led there,

before he Uh that part of thi country ; informing me at the fame time, that if I would

be ready bv the next morning he would fend a man to accompany nie, and that it would

not be nect llary to take my baggage with me, as the King would remain there but a

verv (hort time. 1 accordingly prepared myH-lf, and left Ferhabad in the morning of the

«d May, with the vizier's fervant and thule of my own, leaving the women and the

remaindc r of my fuite behind.

Kl'cref lays eallward of Ferhabad ; the road thither is very even, and tht mud in it

being tolerably dry, our journey was plcafant. Tlu- country on each fide wa^ remark"

ably well cultivated, particularly in the neighbourhood of Ferhabad, and inhabited by

an infinite number t-f Georgians and Armenians.

I Hiw growing about a numhtr of plants which I had long wifhed to fee, but in vain^

fuch as chicory in abundance, thilUe, and wild borage, with a dilferent flower to ours.

On tht way 1 pointed them out to the inhabitants, who were ignorant of their value,

particularly the endive. After travelling for a league we forded a river, fomewhat

broader than that at Ferhabad, which empties iii'elf into the Cafpian Sea. It is called

Chinon.

At noon we rcftcd for two hoins in a town belonging to the Turkmans, called Chi-

arnian. It is fuuati.d on anc<ther fniall river, much refembling that at the Marana at

Rome. According to cuftom we were regaled by the chief inhabitants, but as I had
lunciud oil an oxciiUnt ham 1 ate but little. C)n remounting our horfes we continued

our courf'.' until five or fix in the evtuing, pafTuig through ieveral towns and villages

inhabited partly by natives of Mazanderan and partly by Turkmans.
At kngih we arrived at Efcrcf, which is about two leagues diftant from the fea. It

is fituated at the extremity of a handfome plain, at the foot of fome fmall mountains

which cover it towards the fouth. It is at prefent an open place, which is only juft

begun to be built on. Nothing is yet conltruded but the King's palace, which, indeed,

is not Iifjif complete ; its gardens ; a large llrcet, the bazar, and fome houfes inter-

fpcrfcd among the trees of the fortll, and a large cfplanade. It is, however, full of inha-

bitants ; and, in order to encourage the frequency of more, the King, who delights in

hunting, and metis with much fport here, whenever he vv^^inters at Ferhabad, palTes ;\

great part of his tirtie at this place.

Springs and rivukts are here very abimdant, the water of which is excellent. Treeg

alfo are very numerous, thick and of high growth, and the houfes among them are fo

lliadcd by tlieir foliage that they are fcarcely viliblc ; and fo numerous that one is at a

lofs to determine whether it be rather a town in a foreft or a forell in a town. On our

Hearing the palace, the man furniflied me b" the Vizier, rode on to acquaint the governor

ff my atTrival, who immediately mounted his horfe to meet mc, with fome of his people

A on
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pn foot, gave me the right, the ftation of honour among the Perfians, as well as contrary

to the cuftom of the 1 inks, who give the left as a compliment, and afligned for my
abode one of the beft houfcs in the place.

This dweDing has a large court entirely (haded by the branches of trees, fo as almoft

wholly to exclude the fun. In the midlt of it, in the mod un\brageou3 part, a fmall

apartment, or rather a gallery, (as it is open on all fides,) has been eredcd, about the

height of a man from the ground, to whicn you afcend by fteps. In this place it is ufual

to receive company in the funnner, and even to fleep, on account of its coolnefs. This

place is common, and fuch galleries are called bala kanc, or high houfes, from their being

railed above the furface of the ground.

It muft not feem extraordinary to you that fuch open apartments fhould be ufed to

fleep in, the night air poflefling no noxious qualities in thcfc parts, nor even in any

part eadward o? the Mediterranean as far as here ; nay, even weft of its (hores in the

Archipelago, at Sci.j for example. The cuftom of flct-ping expofed to the air through-

out thcfc quarters is fo common, that illnefs would enlue upon the inhabitants rolling

in clofe apartments.

The vizier introduced me, therefore, into the bala kanc, where feated, we remained

fonie time in converfation. Aftorwards he repaired to the King to acquaint him of my
arrival ; and returning fliortly after, informed me that the King had bade me welcome,

and would give me audience on the morrow. The vizier ftaid to fup with me ; and

every thing ferved me, is well on this occafion as at all my meals afterwards, was in a

very nice manner from his own houfe. He remained with me for fome time after fup-

J)er,
and ordering fome of his people to abide with me to receive my orders, took his

eave ; telling me, he would wait on me in the morning to prefent me himfelf to

His Majeftv.

As ufual with them, my bed was prepared in the bala kan&, it confifted of a mattrafs,

with filk pillows, and a quilted counterpane of the fame, but without ftjeets ; inftead of

which was a cit Indiano, or Bulampour, of a thoufand colours. That I had no flieets

muft not furprife you, tht-y arc rendered unneceffary by the night-drefs cuftomarily

worn, which is a fhirt and drawers, or rather trowfers reaching to the feet.

On the next day the vizier repaired to my houfe, and fi)und me already dreft and
waiting for him ; but as it was yet early, he remained with mo till the hour at which he
expected I might be admitted to an audience. At length we mounted our horfes and
repaired m company to the palace, the principal gate of which fronts a very handfome
and long ftreet ; arrived at which we alighted. VVe did not enter by a large meadow
before the palace, but round ^'d it, afcending by a large fquare joining the palace on
one fide, to which one paflos by a garden that no one is allowed to enter on horl'eback.

I found here a number ofGeorgian who waited upon the King to al^jure their religion

and become Mahometans ; this induced a converfation between tlu' vizier and myfelf;
in which I learnt that liberty of confcience was allowed throughou; the kinjvvlom

; and
that tlie King was wholly inditfcrcnt to what religion hio (Libjctts profefled, holding all

as good, either the Mahometan, the Chriftian or Jewifli faith ; but tl)el" people, added
he, are contiiiuaily peftering His M:ijcfty to become Mahometans.

At one end of the fquare, near the palace, there is a beautiful tree of great height, at

which the firft corps dc gardi is ftationed. Here the Vizier left me in the (hade to give
advice of my approach, and receive the ncccflary orders ; and after fome time he
returned to mform me. the King had ordered him lo conduft me to the iivankane of
the garden, where the principal officers about the court awaited him. Tlie flour of
the divaa kane, raifed only two fteps from the ground, was covered with beauiitul car-

pets,
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The Khan nfon which the officcrii of the court alrcaily afTomblciI were fial(?d.

icry, called C'ort hi ; Muharrab Ivh. n ;

prtd, on which the omccrii ot the court alrcaily

Artei-aliad ; the Corchibaihi, or chu-l" of the Mc
Dilli MuhaniiiU'd, fiiroitincd Dclli from his faci'tiuuliid's, ilut word (ij^nilying fporiivc

}

a Sultan from the frontiers next to India; with frveral oilicrs of confidtTation. Bt fides

ihofe, on the oppofitc fulc, Saru lvo|j[ia Bi-y, and the KfFondiar Bey, a partlcidar favouiire

of the King ; and on the fidi' fronting the wi-O, that of kail cllrem among them, were
feveral muficians with various iidlruments, fuch as violins, cymbals, hilcs, and othrxs,

hut varying in fhajie from ours, the ftrings of which were not only of catgut, but alfo

of filk covered with wire.

On my entrance I was Ird to fit between the Khan of Afterabad, and the Corchi-
baffii, as the mod honourable ftation, the Vi/.ierof Mazanderan n nuiiiing at the door ;

th( otiicers in greatefl familiarity with the King never fitting at his audience, but
remaining Handing to obey his orders. The rell of the alVemblagc kept their feats as

on tny arrival.

Alrer remaining feated thus for fomc time we were fcrved with dinner. What was
prepared for us was brought by the gard. n-gate, the difl)es being carried by as many
perfons following each other after the maiire d'hotel., of from eighteen to twenty years

of age, without beards, who .ict as the King's pages, and drefl in the cuflume of
Mazanderan ; that is to fay, in pantaloons, with a tight round frock fitting thu

body and reaching U^ the midJIe of the thighs; no turban, but inflead a fur cap
with the hair outwards, and the (kin turned up at bottom to IKjw the cloth with which
it is lined.

'Ihefe kind of caps, called in Pcrfia bork, are very common here, and are the fame
as for convenience-fake are worn in the houfe in lieu of turbans. 'I'lie pages do not

wear liveries, fuch not being ufed at all in thefe parts, but each was clad in a dilFerent

colour to the other, according to fancy, and in various kinds of cloth, fome i ni!)roidereJ

with gold and others with filver, the bork being generally of a dillbrent culour from
the pantalcK>ns, and thefe again varying from that of the frock.

'1 he difhes they carried were large as our bafons, with high covers, either round or
flecple-fhaped, to cover the pyramids of piliio and other mefles. The dirties were
fome of lliver but mofHy of g<iid, and, in order to make the greater fhew, they were
intermixed.

The maitre (Thotcl^ on reaching the divan kane, knelt and fprcad before me and my
two neighbours a cloth of moderate fize of an octagonal Ihnpe, ofgold brocade fringed,

with gold tafTels of ditLrent fhapes and colour. On this cloth every thing placed was
ferved in dilhos of gold, and the meats they contai.icd, notwiihftanding it was feafoncd

after the country fafhion, was truly a feaft for a King. Befides thefe dilhcs, near each

of us was a large porringer of the capacity of a fmall pipkin, full of acids, cxtraded

from different matters, of which fpoonfuls are occafionally taken during the repaft,

either to aflift digcflion or fliarpen the appetite ; to ferve which, in each porringer,

which like the dimes were of gold, a deep new fpoon was put, made of aromatic wood,

with a very long handle ; thefe, however, ferve but for one meal, never being ulcd a

fecond time.

Although we were not long at dinner, wine was ferved twice round to all the com-

pany according to rank; as I objeftcd to a fecond rup I was much importuned, as

thole about me being prohibited the ufe of wine by their religion, and aware that no
fuch injundlion withlu'Id me, confiderc>d my abltinence as a reproach.

While diverting ourfelves in converfation the muficians kept playing continually, but

in fuch gentle tones and fo low as to be fcarcely heard, fo us to allord no interruption.

While
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While talking, the cup which was of gold and the falver the fame, kept continually

moving, the quantity dr«nk at each time, however, was fmall, and the PcrAans ac-

cudomed to thefe entertainments have good heads.

It was now late, when the King attended by fome favourite officers of ftate, fuch as the

agamir, the chief of the eunuchs, and fome others, entered by the garden gate oppofue

to us. A«well as the others, he was drefled in a very fine cotton veft of a lively

green colour, laced over the breaft; for, notwithdanding it be cuftomary to lace them

on the Title, as I have elfewhore noticed, they are fometimes laced in front with orange

laces. His drawers, or trowfers, were of violet coloured cloth, his fhoes of orange

fhagreen or zigri, and his turban red and filver, ftriped. His broad fafh was of various

colours, as well as that above it, and the flieath of his fcymitarof black fhagreen, the

hilt of hone, probably the tooth of fome fifh.

His walk wa8 (lately ; his left hand on the guard of hid fword, the point of which

towards the fky, and the concave bend upwards according to the cuftoin of the country.

to wear the wrong fide of his turban before, which except him-

felf, none is allowed to do.
From caprice he is ufed to '

As foon as we perceived the King at a diftance, we incon'inently rofe on our feet,

but without leaving our places. He advanced towards us wichamealured pace, unfup-

portcd, at the head of thofe who followed him, according to general pradtice, whether

on foot or on horfeback. He is of middling (hiturj, not Ic . but deli te, well built and
proportioned, and of dignified port, notwithllanding he be now near \c and forty years

old. Whether he fpeak, he walk, or fiiiiply look at you, he has k itantly the appear-

ance of great animation and vivacity ; neverthelefs, in fpite of his perpetual rpftlefsnefs,

and his natural capricioufncfs, he condmtly maintains .»> *hat of leriouf' -id grave,

which plainly indicate Majofty. His face is rather and >me than otherwife, but

his complexion is very dark, either naturally or owing to his frequent expofure tc f'.e

fun. His hands are conftantly dyed of a very dark colour with alcana. His no»e is

aquiline ; his whifkers, which are long and hang down, as well as his eyebrows, are

black: he wears nn beard. His eyes are lively, fparkling and fmiling, and as well as the

refl of his countenance expreflive of that greatnefs of mind and genius, in which he
furpafl'es the whole of the Princes of the kingdom.

On the King approaching, the Sultan I before mentioned, as being with us who had
come from the country over which he was appointed governor, on the frontiers of
India and Jagatay, with four or five of the chiefs from thofe parts who accompanied
him, advanced and kill'jd his foot, as is ufual when Sultans or Khans repair to court
from a didaiit country, and when they take their leave. This homage on the part of
the Sultan was imitated by thofe with hii after which it was repeated bv the Sultan
and the re(f, and again a third time, ev; iie each time making a myflerious circle

round the King,

him returnee

as did the

mark of refpeft as for cleanlinefs fake.

Their fhoes have heels to them, and are in confequence much more comfortable and
pleafant of wear than our flippers without, and not being tied are as eafily difen-

gaged without flooping.

On the King's entering the divan kan^, my neighbours gave me a hint, upon which
I left my place accompanied by the Corchi Baflii who was at my Iptt, and retained that
flation, putting his hand under my arm as if to fupport me. The King feeing me ad-

vance*

L»ir, anu again a iniru time, ev; iie eacn time making a myiterious circle

King. This ceremony being fiiufhed, the Sultan and thofe who accompanied
ned to the divan kane and refunded his place. The King entered alio, and,
others, left his fhoes on tb- fleps of the divan kane ; not lb much as a
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vauce, llooil ftill ; on gcttinj^ near I made him a profound bow according to our cuftom,

and kneeling on my right knee ftoopcd, in view of killing the hem of his garment, but

he prel'onting me Iiis hand and hindering me, I kiifed it, and touched it 'vith my fore-

head. On riling, while returning to my itation accompanied as before, the King enquired

if I fpoke their langua;'e, and underllanding from thofe with whom I had convcrfed

that I did, he turned to me with a fmile, and faid cbQ/'/i ^hicldi, fafa ^hicLii (truly

welcome, very welcome) ; after which he alVumed his place at the anterior part of the

divan kanc, on the Lft hand as you enter, in the lame fpot in which Saru Kogia was

before. 'Ihe King being Rated here by himfelf, and Sarii Kogia oppofite to him, we
refumed our former poliiion. Ahnort all the officers of rank who accompanied him
ftanding about his perfon without the divan kanc, with fome of thofe who before the

arrival of Mis Majefly were feated with us.
i

The King at firll: kneeled down and fat upon his heels, which is confidcrcd the mod
rcfpedful and humble poilure, but which foon tires; after which he changed it for that

manner of fitting peculiar to our tailors. After His Majefty had fet us the example,

\ve changed our previous unct>infortable pofturc alfo, and fat with our legs acrofs.

After (his he pulled olV his turban and remained bare headed, notwithllanding it was
night and llu> apartment open. This, I underftood, is his ufual practice, whether alone

or in converfation. In this, we did not imitate him, it being confidered an incivihty to

fit without a turban, not only when among perfoiis of higher rank, but even among
(trangers or your equals. He afterwards ordered wine to be brought ; this the

r.fl'endiar Bey. who flood without the divan-kanc, preparing in a hurry to prefent to the

King, fell into a hnall refervoir of water at the foot of the Iteps leading to the place,

which excited a hearty laugh at his expence, redoubled when upon his recovering him-

ftlf, and again advancing, he broke theglaL decimter which contained the wine againit

the joilts of the door.

The King having drank, two or three pages ftanding in the room ferved us each

according to rank, one after the other as before; the cups from which we drank being

of gold, and that of the King of glafs. On the cup being prefented to me, the King
noticing I did not ftike it witli the lame eagcrncfs as the reft, obferved, " perhaps he
docs not drink wine." I anfwered, " that 1 was little accuftomed to do fo, but felt it a

duty fuice 1 underftood it to be His iVIajefty's pleafure that I fliould, and that in mere
momentous matters I was deiirous of fhewing him my readinefs to fubmit to His Ma-
jeity's will." I thereupon emptii.d my cup, which was very fmall, for the fecond time

that day ; the wine, however, uotwithllanding it was pure, was neither very ftrongnor

very good.

In the mean time, a number of peopk- came with the prefents made by the Sultan on
occafion of his vifit to court. This cuftom appears of very great antiquity, the King
(If the Medes according to Philoftiates never being vifited even in the time of Apollo-

uius without receiving prefents.

This cuftom is general throughout the Eaft among all ranks. Equals for what they

give receive an equivalent ; where the value tendered for that received be greater, it is

coiiiidered an acknowlegement of fuperiority, where lefs, an aflumption of the fame on
the reverie. Vallals make prefents to their lords, who give back little in return. When
Princes of finiil.u" po\v;r and equal authority make them, the quality and nature of
what is tendered is preconcerted on each fide. The Sovereign who receives them from
an inferior Prince gives little or nothi.ig in return. Thus the 'lurks, wont to receive

from the King of Perfia, render but a trille ; and the prcfcat war, as I conceive,

originates
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Wiginates from the Shah difliking to give without an equivalent ; and notwithHanding

the expence of the war infinitely furpafs the value of the annual boon, peace is pre-

vented by the pertinacity of the King in refufing the annual donation.

After the prefents had paifed in review, to which His Majefty paid little attention,

unlefs indeed to fome falcons, arrows, and inlhuments of war, he employed the re-

mainder of the day in the expediting of various aflairs, giving diflferent commiflions and

writing feveral letters ; he alio liftened to the reading of leveral by the agamir in fo loud

a tone of voice that we diftinftly heard every fyllable ; among thefe was one from my
former mehimandar Tochta Bey, now Governor of Hifpahan, informing of the arrival

of an ambaflador expeded from Spain.

His Majefty enquired of the courier, as is his general cuftom, rofpefting the ambaf-

lador, and where he was lodged ; of me alfo, if he were the man of rank defignated :

on which point I fatisfied him, infonning him, that although he was perfonally unknown

to me, 1 knew his family to be one of the moft noble in Spain ; and in anfwer to his quef-

tion, whether a Caftilian or Portuguefe, 'jcquainted him that notwithftanding he had

pofleflions i.'i both countries, he was a true Spaniard.

In this manner the King difpatched his various affairs, converfing firft with one, then

with another, the wine palling round all the while ; I availed myfelf, however, of his

being fo clofely engaged to pafs my turn. At length lights were brought in ; thefe were

large iron pots into which rar and greafe were put, at the end of fticks, and which

when kindled give much more light than our torches. Thefe are peculiar to perfons

of high rank ; four of them were placed without the divan kane in the open air, and
wherever three or four are vifible it is an infallible fign that either the King is on the

i^iot or his haram. "Within the divan kane, a row of wax candles were difpofed in

gold and filver fticks, and a lamp of greafe, fuch as I have before defcribed.

Immediately after a collation was fervc-d, confifting only of provocatives to drinking,

as without wine in this country there is no converfation. Thefe, at the fame time, very

much prevent the wine from affefting, as by my own experience I am well enabled to

afcertain. The entertainment continued thus till paft one o'clock in the morning, the

King all the time conducing himfelf with great familiarity, yet conftantly preferving

his dignity. After fome time, the King called Delli Muhammed Khan, the jefter, to

come and divert him, condcfcending fo far as to tell him, that if too idle to movf, he
would himfeif come to him. The guefts upon this perceiving the Shah difpofed to

unbend, Cas fuch perhaps is the cuftom,) withdrew one after the other, without any
ceremony whaifoever, and making as little nolle as poflible.

For my part, a novice in thefe matters, I waited fome time, expefting they might
return, as I noticed that all were free to go out and come back; I remained fome tiiiic;

at length, fearful of being the only one left at table, 1 withdrew, and as I waited fome
time on the fteps for my ilippers, the agamir on one fide, and the Governor of
Mazanderan on the other, came to acquaint me that that the King enquired for and
widied to fee me.

1 returned immediately on this intimation, and having entered the divan kane,
knelt down in order to fit oppofite to the King near Delli Muhammed Khan, but foon
as the King perceived me, he told me he wiflied to confer with me, and made a fign
for me to be leated on his right, with which 1 complied. Notwithftanding we were no
more in the faloon tha.i the Khig, Delli Khan, and myfelf, the muficians (Till continued
to play in the fame manner as before defcribed, fo as not to hinder converfation.
When feated, the King made many enquiries of me refpeding myfelf, my profeffion,

my family, and objeft in travellingj of the countries through which I pafled j of Europe;
vot. IX. K ita
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its politics ; its religions ; the power and views of Spain, refpefting its ambaflador ; and

rnany other fubjeSs, rcaffoning upon my replies on the latter, and fliewing himfelf in

his converl;\tion pcrfcftly well informed of the religions, cudoms, and interefts of

Europe, a very widely-informed man, and a confummate politician. He detailed to me
in retua-n the caufc of his wars with Gourgiftan, as Georgia is called here ; told me of

Trinmraz, who had excited the Tiirks to war with him, having fought for afliftance

from the Tatars, but " what can they do with their arrows, which go ter, ter" faid he,
*' let them come, let them come, I (hall fpeak and do," putting his hand to his fword

and afluming a menacing afpedt ; when recoUeding himfelf, and apprehenfive of too

much prcfumption, he turned his eyes towards heaven and rebuked himfelf, exclaiming,

tobCt ivba, cxpreflions of regret and refignation to God ; then turning the converfafion

to taftics, he fliewcd himfelf well acquainted with war, its inftruments, the fitted for

cavalry and infantry, and the various manoeuvres in battle.

The leflbns which he gave to the attendants about him on thefe fubjefts were liftened

%o with minute attention and much approbation ; for my part I obferved, that it was
only for maftcrs to give fuch leflbns, and that he was certainly qualified to teach from
ip much experience, and fuch great fuccefs as he had ever had. The King
fmiled at the compliment, modcftly obferving that what he had ever done was
but of little value.

You muft not, however, imagine that our difcourfe (which, as it embraced fo many
fubjedls, was confequenily of long duration) palfed without frequent reference to the

cup ; a praftice common with the King, lei's with him for its being the cuftom of the

country than to allow his penetrating mind to work into the rccefTes of the hearts of
thofe with whom he converfes, and with courtefy and the afliftance of Bacchus to draw
from them their moft fecret thoughts.

After continuing thus converfmg, and drinking fometime to a great excels, yet with-

out ill confequences to myftlf, DcUi Khan, upon the cup pafling with greater briflcnefs,

^Rowing it to be the fignal for departure, withdrew fo filently that I faw his place emptor

before I noticed his retreat. Yet, feeing the King did not rife, I thought it improper
to do fo before him. At length he made a fign, obferving longer fitting was fuperflu-

ous, and putting on his turban leimed againfl a pillar of t.v jivan kauc, where he was
furrounded by the muficians, who continued to play very gd:;';. , Hereupon the Vizier

of Mazanderan, who was on his feet as well as the other officers, bcckcmed me to

retire, which I did without faying a word, making a flight bow as I pafled the King,

which was difpenfed with by the courtiers. The vizier ailigned me (bine of his people

to fee me home, remaining with the King, who is wont to coiuiiiue in this poflurc, a prey

to an habitual melancholy, liftening to the mufic : fometimes when he tliiaks of it,

retiring to the haram.

On Saturday tlie 5th of May the King left Efcrcf for Ferhabad. yet not by tiie direft

road, in order lh.it he might enjoy the diverlion of hunting, as h" is wont ; his ladies

accompanying him on hnrieback, and they alone, in order liiat his horfes with the bag-

gage and his train, might -avel on at leifure ; a.s when the King removes, all his people

go at the fame time. For my put, I did not leave Fl'cref that day, th<' King having

diredcd that the apartments and gardens of the palace, when all fliuuld have ilepaited,

fliould be fhewn me; and for that purpofe, I was waited on the fame evenijig by the

Vizier of Mazanderan.

We entered by the groat and principal gate of tiie palace, which opens on a long and
beautiful avenue of great breadth, ornamented at prelum oiil\ by funple hedges and

tturdtirs* ^ ^h hgwcvur, .aii I uadcjftaiid, lo form u bazar. Ou the way he {x>intrd

5 out
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out to me other fpots on which it was intended to ereft caravanferai, fquarcs, bailis, and

other buildings, for the habitation of the people which the King was continually

fending thither.

Beyond the gate, which none are allowed to pafs on horfeback, is a very handfonie

meadow of great extent, where thofe amufe thomfelves who go to pay their court or

wifh to fee the King ; for, unlike with us, the Shah never gives audience in the aj it-

ments of his palace, but in the open air ; either, if on foot, in the courts, or on horfe-

back, in the public fquarcs. On the left as you enter the meadow is a beautiful hill,

raifed partly by nature and in part by art, at the foot of which a bath i^ built for th(^^

fervice of the town, the revenue from which belongs to the King. On the fummit of

the hill a private garden has been laid out for the ladies, inclofed by llrong walls

flanked with towers.

I was introduced into this garden, which is even of great capacity, abounding in

odoriferous plants and'various fruits, but particularly oranges and lemons. Vegetation

of all kinds, from the warmth and moifture of the climate, and the abundance of water

which falls from the neighbouring mountains, fucceeding admirably. I did not, how-

ever, notice any efpaliers, fountains, or fmiilar ornamenta to thofe with which our gardens

are replete.

The water runs in the middle of the alleys, which are paved with (lone, in little ftraight

canals, and not on each fide the walks as with us. In the niiddle of the garden, at the

imion of the four principal alleys which crofs each other, an octagonal houfe is built, of

feveral (lories. The apartments in it are handfomely painted and gilt, but very fmall,

and conft'"'.fted only for fleeping rooms, or to reft in. This building is deftined ex-

clufively for the women, and none are fuffered to enter it except the King.

Upon quitting the ladies' garden we went to vifit that of the King, fituated oppofite

to the hill beyond the meadow on the left at entering. One enters through a fmall

garden, and by an avenue which leads to the great garden, in the middle of which is

the divan kane, in which the King gave me audience. On entering, a. great gate

prefents itfelf, on which is a fountain which throws its water as high as the roof of thi's

building, whence it is conduced into different apartments and balconies, and fupplies

feveral fmall Jets d'eau which fpring from their floors.

This houfe, as well as the other, is very fmall, and the number o( ap.irtmcnts on the

various flories are almofl infinite. They are confequently very narrow rooms,

although well painted and gilt, and ornamented with exquifite miniatures of great

coft. On every fide are numerous balconies, with Venetian fliutttrs and large

curtains.

Of the apartments, one was contrived to have a beautiful eUCiiO: ; on ach of its four

fides were two large looking-glalfes in the form of windows, one on one fidi: aad one on
the other of the four doors or windows, which, on every fide refledling, gave the ap-

pearance of fo many rooms fimilar to that in which they were. The floors of feveral

of the moft private rooms were (Irewed with mattraffes of rich brocade, for convenience

on being feated, or for (leepiiiff on, and fuch as had not their mattraffes were covered

with carpets of great value. The paintings throughout the palace, although the colours

be beautiful, wore very badly executed ; the painters here being no Titians.

At length, after (hewing me every thing that there was to befeen, the vizier that

(imie evening fot out on horfeback to join the King; for my part, not caring to travel by
night, I deferred my departure till the next morning, and arrived at Ferhabad by a

different road to that I left it, in fuch good time as to be able to difpatch a letter for

Italy by an An^erican courier departing for I lifpahan.

X 2 Oth,
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On the road returning I dined in a vihage where I flopped to reft, a number of which

I pafled through on my way, noticing every whore in the fields ba!a..kane elevated on

ports, the afcent to which in lieu of ftairs (to prevent intru(ion of animals, as they are

m the open country) is by a Hoping poll with knotches on each fide of it. 'I'hefe

bah-kan<^ are not inclofed by any (liing but a (lender matting, which can be let down
or raifed at pleafure, lb as to admit the air and excluile the fun or rain. In one of

thefe I dined off fevcral difiies brought by fome of the village, and after flocping a

fliort time I mounted my horfe, and crolling ihe Chinon in another part arrived at

Ferhabad.

I obferved, during my ftay afterwards at Ferhabad, no more than two things ; the one

the folemn and general almigiving, which is continual at the gate of the King, to the

Sophi, who call themfelvcs religious pcrfons of the Peifian fed j and the other, the

circumftance of the King difpofing of thirty women from his haram, to whom he gave

each a hulband, as he is accudomed frequently to do. The manner of his difmiffmg

his wives is as follows.

He gives each of them a camel for to enable her to perform the journey fhe has to

Biake ; a kiech^ve, that is to fay, a covered litter, fuch as is ufed in this county to ride

in more conveniently on the camel's ribs on one fide, and in the other to put a
coffer filled with her things, that is to fay, a filk bed or rather mattrafs, a pillow and
coverlid, dreffes and linen, her gold, her jewels, and every thing belonging to her;

as dU of them, according to their rank and birth, poffcis cither lefs or more property.

When (he who loaves the haram happens to have been in any efteem, her equipage and
deaths, without which none are dirmifled, arc worth from one thoufand to two thou-

fand fcquins, which in the Eall, where a v'oman brings nothing to her hu(band, is in

fiourfe a handfome portion.

Thus having detailed the whole of what I have noiiced, here I am now preparing for

a new journey, the King being on the point of departure with the army for Cafvin,

whence he means to advance direclly to the Turkifli frontiers, and wherefoever the

chance of war and the good of the kingdom may call.

Hitherto I have written from Ferhabad, and counted upon fending my letfer thence,

brought down to the (irft or fecond week in May, but was prevented foi- want of a.

trufty meffenger, and the fudden departure of His Majefty, immediately followed by
mine ; and as 1 have an opportunity of fending it by an Augultin lately arrived from.-

India, and proceeding dired to Rome, I (hall add, if the time will permit, an account of

all that has occurred up to the prefent date.

The King, receiving fome particular news from Turkey, left Ferhabad in hafte for

Ofvin, on the i ith of May. Soon as the King leaves any place the foldiers about his

pcrfon decamp immediately and follow him wherever he goes, without knowing whither

nor even the time of his departure an hour before it takes place. This, howevor, is no
ways inconvenient to the army, as from fuch things being cuftomary all are conftanlly

prepared. The King, however, bent his courfe out of the dnvti way, rather towards

tht p'rovincecf Ghihm, in order to take the diverfion of hunting, the guards, who
were ignorant of this, making dirc6l for Cafvin on the fame road as to Hilpahan from
Ferhabad, as far as Firuz-cuh.

I was not made acquainted with the hunting party in Ghilan, ory as you may well

Imagine, I fliould not have been abfent whatever the inconvenience to myfelf j but as

the Vizier of Mazanderan informed me, that if I accompanied the King 1 (hould not

have an opportunity the more for converfing with him, as he would be tonflantly with

the ladies, but fhould likewifc have to undergo vafl fatigue. I foUoweti liis recommen-

7 ilatiou,
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rfatibn, "xnA fet of with the army direft for Cafvin, on the evening of the 13th of May,

travelling conftantly by night in order to avoid the heat, which already, when the fun

was up,' was fcarcely tolerable, and repofmg in cool (hades during the day. In this

manner we reached Firuz-cuh in four or five days, the roads being dry and in

good order.

Gur firft halt was in the city of Sard, at the houfe of the hofts who had treated us'

fo civilly before, and who cxpefted us at the door on hearing the army was paffing.

After pafling through the foreft, which had been our refting-place, and Tatara Pefk^ we
flopped at a wretched flage called Shirgah. Our third day's journey was only of four

leagues, on account of the mountains, and leaving behind us Gir^f, the town inhabited

by the ladies who treated us with fuch kindnefs, we proceeded to Mioni Kielle, where

we lodged before. Our fourth halt was in the neighbourhood of the ruined caftles at

the commencement of Mazanderan ; the ruined caftle but a fhort diftance from the

highway is called Abund. Our march of this day was no more than four leagues,

on account of the flow pace of the camels, and the place of our encampment for the

night was a delightful valley at the foot or rather on the flopc of the mountain. Be-

yond the ViiUey on a fmall mountain we difcerned a number of black tents belonging to

Arabs of the province of Mazanderan, who in the winter repair to the towns and viU

lages, but live in tents infummer, and tend their flocks on the mountains.

As foon as our tents were pitched fonie very affable and obliging women repaired to them
and prefented Madame Maani with milk and other things to eat, and after regaling them in

turn, and keeping them to dine with us, Madame Maani was curious of feeing the ftruc- ,

ture of their tents, and accompanied them back. I was alfo of the party, and at the

bottom of the valley, near a rivulet, I difcovered a quantity of wormwood, and fcveral '

other odoriferous plants unknown to me. On our entering one of the tents, which
although of coarfe quality, was abundantly flored with all kinds of neceflaries and fur-,

niture, even to carpets, and which belonged to the perfon who conduced us ; thofe

from all the other tents, particularly the women, flocked to fee us. We had no fooner •

got within the tent than we were again prefled to cat, which to have refufe^ would have'-

been uncivil. Among the articles prefented us by the women, and which' pleafed me
gready, was fome milk cheefe of a particular kind that had been twice churned,- and had

'

been broken in pieces with a fpoon in a fweet liquor called dufliiab, very commonly ufed
'

by the orientalius in their ragouts; befides this, eflieemed a grcat » delicacy, we were
ferved with various diflies of meat, and mufcovado fugar as it came from the cane, in •

the company of nearly twenty matrons and maids, who by their beauty as much as by
their polite manners, converfation, and padoral life, reminded me of the Arcadian

-

(licpherdefles as defcribed by the poets. Certainly, in grace and courtefy, they could
not have excelled thefe of Mazanderan.

Making them ficft prefents of fcarfs, ve>ls,» a .1 other trifles, we took' our leave, and
*

after loading O'q camels proceeded on our journey, travelling through all the night, and
arrived an hour before day-rife at Firuz-cuh, four leagues4'rom the frontiers of Mazan-
deran, where we refted for the fifth time.

The King was not yet arrived at Firuz-cuh, nor was it ktiow,i even when he would
arrive ; learning, howt

.
li, that the hunt would take plaqe in a valley between certain

mountains, about two leagues diftant fr ut Firuz-cuh, out of tb« high-road, I went
mid-way thither on Sunday the 20th of May, where, in a plain ' ,' \it convenience, on
account of the plenty of water and forage, I encamped on the L-^M.ks of a riv-, , near a
fmall hamlet of three or four houfes,calledNemevan,a,nd as,in all likelihood, T fhoutd have

to
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to remain there fome days, for tin- firft time I pitched the whole of my tentd, form-

ing a court, a parlour, a bed-cham jer, and anti-chamber, a gallery, and other nccef-

(ary places.

On the a 2d I rcfolved on taking a view of the fpot where the hunt was to tuV.^ place,

and the fame time pay a vifit to Effcndiav Bey, who had arrived to ip u.c pnpiu-itions

as well as Muhanimc ' Saleh Bey. The way from my tent to th' ipr.i was by y, icry

narrow paflage in a mountain, throit'h which a large rivulet flowed uiaid < ac- protut'crani

and rugged rocks with great inipetv. jfity, making a great noife in iis ut:- This is th."

famo rivulet w'lich flowed 1" / our alixle, and in pafling through the mcuin;,% v; 'ero

t)bliged to march in its bed i.jr the i ngth of a mulket fii u Ti j pafl.!gc, fiowevev

difficult it appi?ared, was ( afy, fo much fo as to bt pndicablc for jjeopl on foot ; when,
however, tlie waters are fwollen no; even hor .or. cnn pafs it. Beyond this cleft

we came to a mofl beautiful valley, aboDc uvo mil-s " circumference, indrely euclofcd

by mountains.

Tii' K^ng, iniending this fpot for ?he fccne of the huat, h:A difj ..tched feveral thou-

fand men from the borders of Max.ande . \ to drivt the variuus wild beafts in thcs

valle)rt "TiJ mountains rou.'ul ? nur to ihis fpot. In a certain pa i. of the vallc} . .town.

cverwi h irees, h '-.li ciufed a hedge to be made of branciios <.•: ftrong ;!s a wall, all

acrofs ::he vaKcy, m. t as 'uigh m; a man on liorfeback, to prevent ihe anin.als eftaping

from the fccu' oi b. tdu a/id in order ;c hinder their getting our by thi-fe acclivities of

the mountsins, large nets nn ,.i ? of (tii <ig cord were extended round the whole, as high

ngain as the? hedge- ddc.iN'.d, lb that the mofl: nimble anim.'ls could not overleap

them. Ihc nuiuboi ef jets feit for this purpofe from Fcihabad loaded three

huiidred cani:l<i.

It is ufual for the King to take his flation in middle of the vali'uy, and kill as much
game as he pieaft^s, either with his fovvlipg-piece or fvvord ; it is aid,- cuftomary to take

fome alive, to the ears of which little plates of gold are faflencd, with the hunter's name
infcribed ; ani: fome have been caught with thefe appendages, havin;i; the infcription of
King Tahamafp, ymael Sofi, and many other very ancient monarchs.

And, in order ihat the ladies may Iharein the diverfion, a long gallery is built for

them without the netting, clofed with Venetian blinds, whence they lire at fuch of the

aui:«cd;v as come within (hot, and /how great Ikill with the gun. When, however, there

are no nen in the valley, fo many Cynthias, they defcenu into the midft and kill them
with a; . aws or the fword.

Effennuir Bey, who had the direClion 0} all thefe matters, took pleafure in fhcwing

and defcribipg them to me. The gallery ho had planned fo well that it took but two
«hys in completiiig, notvnthfianding which the workmanlhip of it was extremely nice.

T! e Kip;j being now at hand with his harant, the Effendiar Bey, the brother of the vizier,

and ail the others who had come hither to himt, and had, as well as ihefe noblemen,
fpread thenifelves over the valley, retired to the extremity of the vale, clofe to the

palfage through the rivulet, leavirtg the reft of the meadow clear, it being ihouglu inde-

corous to remain where ihe King's wives may appear.

And now, as opportunity occurs, I ftiall defcribe the mode of travelling adopted for

th,' haram. The King's wives, that they may not be feen, always travel by night, and
whe' they travel without the King it is always -n a fort of panniers o:i ;a"nels, in one of
which thty ride themfelves on the camel's fide, while on the other i' .-.li which ferves

as a counterpoife. Thefe panniers, however, are conftantly covere- rlofe like thofe

of all other women j and when the panniers ai-e faftened on. the r. ' ers after empty-

ing
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ing them leave every thing elfe to the eunuchs, who caufe the ladies to get in them at

a diftance from the muleteers.

This method is new, the muleteers formerly helping the ladies into the panniers.

The caufe of the difcontinuance was owing to the following circumftance. The King

travelling one night on horfeback by himfelf with the army, incognito, as is ufual with

him, perceived the loading of one of the camels had flipped down on one fide, where-

upon calling the muleteer to fet it to rights, and he not appearing, the King to eafe the

camel himfelf put his (houlder to the pannier, but finding it rather heavier than it (hould

be, and feeking the caufe, he difcovered the muleteer comfortably repofed in the lady's

arms, without any regard to the majefty of him he offended, or care for how the camel

went. The King, upon this, immediately ordered the heads of the lady and her gallant

to be fevered, and fince then eunuchs have been fubftituted for muleteers, in helping

the ladies into their panniers. When, however, the King travels with them they con-

ftantly ride on horfeback, with their veils raifed. The King, who is then attended by-

eunuchs alone, rides in the midft, joking with them, and occafionally hunts. Whether,

however, they travel by themfelves or with the King, they are conftantly thus pre-

ceded.

Four eunuchs ride at lead a league before them to clear the road'apd oblige all to

retire, the punilhment of death being awarded for merely looking on the King's wives ;

and if they fliould in the day-time have occafion to pafs throucfh fome town or village,

the inhabitants are ordered to quit it or (hut themfelves up till they have pafled. After-

wards follow a body of thefe, who clear the way, and drive, wound, or even kill fuch.

as remain ; then the haram, with the eunuchs, if by itfelf, in panniers on camels, or as

before noticed, if accompanied by the King, on horfeback ; a troop of foldiers follow,

called Jafachi, or the King's guards, wearing the tag and an arrow, the point fixed in

the turban, and the feathers pointing upward.

To return, however, to the hunt. His Majefly underftanding I wifhed to be prefent,

ftated he would acquaint mc when it began ; but, contrai-y to expectation, the quantity

of game was fo trifling, not exceeding fifty pieces, that he did not think it worthy my
attention ; he, however, ordered an antelope to be brought me. Thus, I was neithex*

a party at the hunt in Ghilan nor here ; in the one place owing to ignorance, where
the fport was excellent, and in the other, with knowlege of it, for want of game.

The fame evening we loaded our camels a little before night, and marched with the

ramp which followed the King. From Ferhabad the road runs conftantly fouth ; from
Firu7-ciih to Cafvin it has a weftem direction. Firuz-cuh is a frontier town ; on one
lide oi it lays Irak, on the other Mazanderan, and by the road we took to Cafvin, bor-

dering Media, if I miftake not. This night we forded two rivers, the names of which.

I did not learn, one on this fide of the mountains, the other between them in a deep,

valley. We traverCed a fucceiTion of very high mountains, very difficult to defcend oa
account of their fteepnefs, and the roads fliocking. The whole of thefe mountains,
which form the frontiers of Media, tile country where grows the amomum, Were
covered \vii'\ a certain plant then in bloom. Its Item was loaded thick with flowers of
;i /ellow cv'^ur, forming a pyramid, fmall leaves, and in addition long filaments^

Who.: '\e plant feeds, which in fome fpecimens it did at this time, each flower is fup-

planted by :•
.
oval pt J full of grain, which, as well as the flower, is of a yellow colour.

The green leai of the ftcr: rs..'';mbles that of the violet.

After fevcn leagues m:., zh, palling over n-'ountains in tiit, way, we rcfted for the firfl

lime at the eatrance of certain extenfive plains, bordered by moimtains, by the fide of a

clear
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clear rivulet, in a meadow producing excellent grafs. The fecond night I left Madame
Maani and the luggage behind, and haflencd forward, denrous of joining the King,

•that I might not be chargeable with negligence.

I travelled, therefore, with great expedition, pafling through feveral villages and

towns, one of which, «)f fonie fize, called Ghilas or Ghilar, where 1 refled for three

hours, after having croflTed a river which runs below the town over a bridge of (tone.

At dawn, I fet forward again, and journied on foot three or four hours, when I forded

another river called Giageron, both deep and rapid ; the bridge over which was in

ruins. After riding thus ten or twelve leagues, a little pad noon I arrived fomcwhat

fatigued at the city of Taheran, at a league from which, near a mofque, in high vene-

^ration among the Mahometans, the King was encamped with the greateil part of hi«

•troops, the remainder being behind with the baggage.

Taheran is ;. large city, more fpacious than Cafhan, but not well peopled, nor con-

tainiiig many houfcs, the gardens being extremely large, and producing abundance of

fruit of various defcriptions, of fi ch excellent quality, that it is fought for by all the

orcumjacent country. The Khan ordinarily refides here, on which account the other

cities yield it the palm as capital of the province, which alio is called by tin; .lame of

the city Taheran, and extends along the road from Firuz-cuh, -as far as the mountains

we travcrfed the firll night. yVll the ftreets in the town are watered by a ni mber of

confiderable ftreamlets, which ferpentining in the gardens, contribute not a little to

their fertility. The llreets moreover are fhadcd by beautiful lofty plane-trees, called ia

Perfia chinar ; fome of them are fo extremely thick, that it would take from two to

three men to clafp them round. Excepting thefe,Taheran poffelfes nothing,not even a fm-
glebuilding, worthy of notice. TheKingfetting offon Thurfday, wefoUowed his exampk'.

We travelled all the night, preceded by the King and his whole train of camels, and
by day-break, after fix leagues, arrived at a confiderab'.e town called Kier^, which
likcwife gives name to a river, over which is a handfome ftone bridge. Here I took up
my abode for the day in a handfome new apartment, open on the fides, built on the

river by order of the King, a little higher than the furrace of the water, between two
large arches. The water ftreaming below over a rugged bed with fome violence,

compofed me fo perfedly to fleep with its noife, that the King, who was defirous of

reaching Cafvin, and relting himfelf an inflant a little behind us, had mounted anew,
and rode over my head, attended by feveral cavaliers, without awakening me.

The fucceeding night, inftead of taking the regular road, on which there is a number
of towns and villages, to fliorten the way, the army took, acrofs an almcP^ barren plain ;

after travelling fix leagues over which, we refted on Saturday morning at a miierable

village called Hauz-abad, whence on Saturday night we departed, and arrived on Sun-
day morning, the loth of June, at Cafvin.

The inhabitants of Clafvin are not friendly to the foldiery, and purpofely to prevent

their felecting their houles for their abode, build them with miferable entries, inconve-

nient, and dark. We chofe one, however, and were about to take up our abode in it

;

but as we fhnuld have to diflodge feveral women, as well as the men, who had no
refuge, we chofe rather to leave it, and pitch our tents without the town, near a clear

running ftream tailed Sheich Ahmed, from the father of my former mehiinandar

at Ferhabad, who, while governor of this part, had turned its courfe this way to fupply

the city.

Cafvin, culled properly by the Italians Calbin, and in the epitome of Ferrari, Arfacia,

lis a large city, the capital of^ great part of Media, and formerly was the feat of empire

of



PIKTRO DEl.t.E VAI.Lli's TRAViiLS IN I'iiR.SIA. n
of the Pcrfmns, till Shah Abbns took an nverfion to it. It is not enclofcd with walls,

lika other oi the great cities of the empire, but is extremely ixtpulous, and a place of
great tra'lc, ljcln« a thorouj^lifare to io many diil'crciit provmrcs. The hoiill-s are not

veil cooUruOcd, are very ugly within, and molHy in a jhite of decay, the didarice and
abfonce of the court having taken fo many of its wealthy inliabitants away. 'I'hu

ftn-cts are not paved, but (mall, naily, and fo full of light duff, that there is no walking

in thini without, being blinded. Its bazars are very ill built, although in them every

dclcription of incrchandizo and proviiions is on fale. In fliort, this city has nothing in

it to fati;;fy the exp.edutions I had formed of a place, which, for fo long a time, had been

a royal refidence. . -
.

•

There is in the whole place but two things worthy of obfervation ; one, the gate of
the King, or the royal palace ; the other, the grand meidan or fquare.

'i'he King's gate is neither painted nor gilt, like that of Ilil'pahan ; it is, however,
very large, and of more majellic appearance, it is built in a fpacious but uneven
efplanade. The veftibule is very handfome ani lofty, beyond which is a large court,

planted with very high and lofty palms, under the ihade of which is a pleafant walk,
where thofe refort who wifli to fpeak to or pay their court to the King.

I'he grand meidan or fquare is at a Ihort diftance from the palace, in a quarter of
the town between that and the bazar. It is not indeed fo handfome nor fo large

as that of Ilifpahan, but lalls little ihort of it. Like that it is three times as long as

broad, for the purpofe of it.i being adapted the better -to a game played here on
horfeback, for which two limits are c.onftrudtd at one end of the fquare, and as many
on the oppofite. The porticoes round the fquare are ill built and old fafliioned ; but
in the middle, on both one and the other fide, two fmall palaces are raifed, adorned
with balconies; oneofthdn, intended for the ladies, with Venetian blinds, and both of
them with handfome gardens attached to them.

The King appears almoft every evening on the meidan, where in confequence the
nobility refort to make their bows and pay their court, h ing more fecure of meeting
with His Majefty here than at h'^ 'ever. On his firfl: a,'v>earance, thofe he paffes

incline the head without bending the body, which reverence ii
'

' ''°ceflary to repeat,

the Shah being carelefs of homage. All the'tim'-' oi the King ) 'dng, pages attond
to fervethe King's guefts and certain of the chuf officers with wmc, muficians playing
the while on feveral kinds of martial inftruments, after the Turkifli, the Perfian, and
Uibcck falhlons ; the Turkifh ".nd Ufbcck bands being merely ufcd as trophies of the
viftories in which he captured ihem.

The game of pell-mell played on hcrfoback, is foaiewhat like football with us.
Two parties are formed of equal numbei, never exceeding five or fix, who, with a
light flick, unarmed with iron or lead, ftrikc the ball forward, which is repelled, the
party winning which firft ftrikes it to the oppofite limits. This is an exercife which
requires great dexterity, as well in the horfe as the rider, and is a favourite diverfion,
of which even the ladies condefcend to be fpedators, b\;

•"* '^
-,iple drcffes with their

veils down.

As before noticed, the courtiers on leaving His Majefty on the meidan make ufe of
no ceremony, but go and come as they pleafe ; nor when he departs is it requifite to
accompany him to the palace.

I am now going to fight the Turks,— believe me conftantly your friend, and re-
member me in your prayers to the God of Battles, that we may be covered with

'.cefs.

UL. IX, LETTER
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LETTER V.

t

'

Hifpa/.uift, ltd April, and?th May, 1619,

IT was the nth June laft yoar^^when w:* arrived at Cafvm. On the next morning

the King gave a public audience in the intfrior portal of hi;; nahicc, at which I was pre-

fent. The King perc-'iving me. "n^i. nark of courtefy fent his inehiinandar to learn if

any biifinels or private mat'.' u. '
i e to th-; levir ; I aiifwcred him that my duty

aloni" brought nie thith 10 pav «y refpefta. Among many matters promulgcd by

the King, in a loud tone of voice, was his injunftinn to the public crier, that notice

fhonld immediately be p,"vcn in every quarter of the city, that all foldiors fhould repair

without delay toSultania, about thief days journey from Cafvin, on the road to Tebrii

or Tauris, thorce to proceed whe"ever the good of the ftate nii|:^ht require.

This order whs inftantly executed by means nf r^n-' -r^ (hick up in every part of the

city, as wjil as by a number of criers thr j^,'. .>,i ilio (!reet , nd on the fame day, or

nearly, by His Majefty's previous management, in ahi'oft every city of the kingdom,

by which the people were falisfied there would i a war that year, of which before they

were dubious. The Corchi-ba(hi, the King's f>n-in-law,, was lik'.^rifc direcilcd to repair

to Sultania, n attend to the didribution of and providing for the troops as they fhould

arrive.

In the evf.iing after the proclamation, in order to pleafe the people, the Shah treated

them wita another game, in ufe among them, for the mob on foot. A wolf was
turned in'o the mid 11 of the fquare, which the common people, holding their cloaks

before them, by making a noife and worrying, irritate till he ruflios upon fome one or

other; here, howevr, they allow the wolf no time to injure, but dragging him oft'

induce to purfue fome othiT, who avoids him, or if caught, receives no hurt, from tho

number ready to aflilh In the game iifelf there is no amiifornent j the principal plca-

fure arifes on being prefcnt at fuch an exhibition from the joyous exclaiUcU.jns, and the

exultations of fo many hundred voices in concert. 'I'he g:unos of pell-mell and the

wolf, are the only public entertainments ihoy have, and thefe are fo frequent, that they

were given every night on which there was no audience, or which was not a day for

r^'cciving prefents,

On the 1 2th June, I flepf for the firft time in a houfe appointed me near the royal

palace, as owing to the confufion confequcnt upon the anny arriving, I, as well as

others, had hitherto fltpt under my ;tkits. The King, upon leaving the meidan, or-

dered the ki?.iiba(hi to appear the next day with their tags, which they do iiot always

wear, on account cf their Virg heav,".r than t' conunoii turb.ins. Thofe only of his

officers immediately in attendance on him wearing them conftantly.

From this ordonnance we conjeftured, th:it fomcthing of confequencc was to happen-
on the fuccecding day in the fq'iare, whither we repairetl earlier than ufual. The
audience fo be given to the T irkiih ambafladc. was theocvifion of t'le extraordinary

afTcmbly which ffJlowed. This ambaffador was feiit to treat of peace, not on the part of
the Grand Signor, but of hi,v Serdar, or Lieutenant-Ceneral Hali Bafha, nho wintered.

inth<- riiy of Amid, the principal of the pre 'ince 01 Diarberkir, as the/ call it, but we-

Mefopotamia.

This ambafTador had repaired to Cafvi /era' lays before the arrival of the King,

but had not yet had an audience, fo that he was ; Imitted thereto on that day for the

firft time. The King did not choofe to n^eive hi; 1 in the palace, nor clfewhere with

the '.'nary pomp, but on hori.-back in the fquare. cither on account of the ill treatment

'

3 Ws
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his anibafludor had mel h from Sultan Ahmed, who roigncd nt the time of his being

fent, -md whc would nor icf him to the day of his death, kctping liim as a fort of pri-

and thia notwithftanding ihe oppofite condud of Mullata, who fucceeded him,loner.

and admitted him to his prcfonce, behaving with great civility to him, and who being

dcfirous of peace, had fent him to his ferciar at Amid ; or becaufe the Shah wiflied to

make a parade before the ambafl'ador, and was real!) intent on war.

Whatever might be the caufe, the King arriving in the meidan, attended by a muUi-

tiule on horfeback, we all adumed our proper flations, and the King, with two or three

of his council, retired to the bottom ol the fqiiare down one of its fides, riding gently

along, and converfing as he rode. In the meantime, the mehimandar introduced tho

Turkifli anibaifador on horfeback, with fome of his people, at the oppofite extremity,

lie did not, however, cotuiud him immediately to the King, but to the middle of the

fquare, near a butt, at which the peojilo are wont to flioot as a mark with arrows, and

left him tlicre in converfation, to wait for the King; this being the fpot he mofl:

frequently repairs to, and on the fides the mod honourable about the court and his

guefls are flationed, and form a circle about the King as near him as poflible. The
King, however, paflbd purpofoly another way, feigning at firfl not to notice the ambaf-

fador; at length he rode towards him. 'I'he aniballador then, after falutation, but

without leaving his horfe, as fuch is not cuflomary, no one difmounting exec, it, which
is very rare, when the 8haii tenders his hand or foot to be kilfed, prefented a letter

from the ferdar. The King, however, who is a profo*jnd politician, aware of its

contents, and that it prt)lfered conditions of peace he ihould be unwilling to accept,

told the ambafladojr, that " He did not wi(h to hear any thing more, nor to fee any
further letters, but that all might be finally concluded in a few words, if the Turks
were faiisfied with keeping what belonged to them, and ceafed to difpute the pofTeflion

of what belonged to the Perfians. If fuch were the difpofition of the Porte, as was
reafonable and juft it Hiould be, he was willing to conclude a peace j but if otherwifc,

ft, ther debate would be entirely ufelefs."

fie added, " That the Turks had had fufilcient proofs of the value of the enmity of
the Perfians to make peace defirable, and incline them to liflen to juIV and reafonable
terms ; that none defired peace more than himfelf, but that if forced to war by their

arrogance and iniquitabie protenfions, the blood of the myriads of innocent people which
would in confequence be flicd muft be upon their heads, and that in fuch cafe he
would place hmifelf at the- head of his troops. That the Turks might place their
<rull in the abundance of their wealth and the number of their foldiers, but that on his
fide, he had for him, his God, Mahomet, and Ali the tripod." He again repeated,
" That peace might be concluded, the Turks keeping what they had, and the Perfians
the fame."

The ambaflador replied in fo low a tone of voi c, that I could not diftinguifh what
he faid, other than that the Turks could not make pc.ice on fuch terms. The King
then replied, • If reafonable terms are rejeded thero is th^n no alternative but war.
My kifilbalhi are not like your Turks, who wea large turbans and keep their hands
in their fleeves for fear of the cold. No, they are prompt and aftive, they have nothing
but their horfe and a curved fcyraitar; are fitted for fatigue and impatient for war.
tf you will have war, I will place my wild Chircana (a falcon, punning on the name of
his Lieutenant-Gene'-al Carchio) at the head of my kifilbalhi, who Ihall pounce upon
you, and reduce you to nothing. Nor think," added he, " that you will this year be
more fortunate than the two laft, under Scrdar Muhammed Bey, when your troops
galloped off crying like women." On finifhing which obfervation, he galloped off,

L 2 without
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without afTording nny time to thcntTihaflJulor for reply. Tluis cnd».' u cor\''.rvncc on

whiih was to dipviid the death or life otlo many thoiilnnds ut'innocf. . ,ic."!on8. 'I'hu

behaviour of the Shah, however, who piirpolely fpoke loud that all about in ihn

fquare might hear him, was hi^jhly approved by the people and court, who fefllHcd

their latijl'adion in the manner ul'iial on hich oecafions, exclaiminj^ Allah ! Allah !

The next day w^- recnved intel!if»ence of the arrival of the Spaiiifh anihafTudor at a

town about a league diftant from Tnzvin, where he waited the King's onlers for his

entry into the city, in which a dwellinj]; had been made ready for him. A number of

tlie lirll peopl" of the court, attired in the niod fuperb ittefles, with m;igniriCi.Mit trap-

p'njjs for tlieir horfes, went out to meet him, aiul attended him to the gate of his houi'e,

whole they t(^ok their leave ; the Meliimamlar alone, in virtue ot his office, condu(^lin{;

him to his apartment, and mvielfasa Frank.

On the lame ilny that the iSpanifh amiiadnlor made his entry, the 'J'urkifti aT.bafTi-

dor had a I'ecict audience in the garden, at which none were prefent ; and on Sunday,

lyth Jinte, ho gave a public audience to the Spanilh amballador, in a garden which has

but one larjje walk in the midll, and is at a fmall dillance from the royal palace.

'1 his garden is called Gcnnet Bayhi, or the garden of paradife. He purpofcly

received him here to accept liis pnlVnt at a time when a nutnber of other:! were to be

niade him ; and for the gnater parade, invited more than a hundred perfons of various

nations, languages, and drefs.

The preftnt of the ambairador, exclufi"v rf three hundred canitl loads of pepper,

left at Mifpahan, was valued at one hundred thoufand crown:^. It conlifled of vafes

of gold, filver, and cryllal, and precious ftones ; befides ihele, a box containing fixty

golden chains, enriched with emeralds ; faddles and horfe trappings, elegantly embroi-

dered after the Spanifli falliion ; fowlinj^-pieccs, and other arms, emboired with gold
;

the fword worn by the King of Spurn on the day of his marriage, covered with

jewels, a number of nU s and other hard tooN, feveral coats of mail, various portraits,

(among others tliat of Anne of Aullria, prefcntcd by the ambalfador himfclf and not

the King,) certain lances from America, and a number of other articles, all to^^cther

employing five hundred men in carrying them.

Upon the K:ri_f^ entering a little palace built in the middle of the garden, the ambaf-

fador was introduced with his prelent, vhich preceded him, thofe who carried it

making :: tour in front of this palace, anti marching round the guefts, who were featt d

aboui a canal adjoniing, on rich carpets laid for the purpofc a/ frcfco,, on account of

the nmnher of the guells being too great for the apartments of the palace ; the procef-

fion afterwards filed oh.

The ord< r of precedence was as follows : The King, the Spanifh ambaflfador, the

Turkifli ambaflador, and the interpreter of the Spaniard Handing, being apart from the

company, in a cafino open on all fides, and furnjunded, except in front, where an alley

led up to ir, by water conducted from the canal.

The F.nglifh were featcd in a corner on the fpot where the fuppcr was prepared

about the canal, even the ambalTador had no (Mher ftation, oidy the moft honourable

pofition among hii countrymen; immediately above thcfe were the Spaniards, but
fepnrated by a flreamlct which ran between ; after and higher up than them the Turks
fuccmlcd, beyond whom cli tain tlurd and Arabian gentlemen then at court as the

King's guefts ; above thefe the brother of the Prince of two countries called

Chick-c-Macran, oa the frouticrs of Perfta, on the ocean, and nuiking part of ancient

Caramajiia. ,,
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This Prince hnd conlhintly been inimical to the Ferfuns, but having made htrr iolt

maftor of a place of iniporiance, ho came to the court of Forfia, to offer to hold ' ia

A'of of thi' filial), provided he would aflill him in maintaining puireflloa of it agaiai! the

Prince, his brulher.

'Iliis nobleman, brother to the Prince, was a beardlefs young niJ.n, very elegantly

drcflfrd in his country falhion, in gold brocade, with a round uirban, dill'ering from

that of the I'erlians, (liipod of vai..u8 colours, with a large fringt; of gold taffjis and

green (ilk floating on his ihoulders, ilifij^iiating his defcent from M.Liouu't.

'I'he Mehiiuandar, who ri;;ulated every thing, Rationed me immediately above this

nobleman, conlidering it unlit 1 fhould he with ilu' other Europeans, whom I furpafled

in quality, fo that the vi/.ier of Maa;andcran alone, and loineof the principal perfons of

the province invited by tin King, wi'ie placed above me.

The Uibi'ck fatars whom the King purdoncd, that thoy might relate on their

return to their countrymen fomevvhat ol the magnificence of the King, and the refpcft

fhewn him by foreign nations, were placed on one fide, and much above, them the

einiiraries from that nation at his court, whom he had not yet dilpatched.

The entertainment was nearly a counterpart of that at Lfcref, of which I gave you a
defcription, but laded not fo long on account of the Spanifh ambaflador finding the

mode of fittiii;; unpleafant in his Kurojjean drels, and obtaining permiffion to retire

early, in which he was imitated by the 'i'lukifh anibafl'ador as well as ourfelves.

In the evening of the 2 2d June, the King, in the middle of the meidan, fliewed

great civility to the Ulbcck ciniflaries, and after reprefenting to them that their coun-

try being at war with him could only draw deflrudion on the heads of the people

;

that although by their predatory excurfions they might do injury to his fubjeds, they

were conllantlv cut to pieces in regular engagements j that it was their intcrcft as

much as his wilh that they Ihould become his friends, and rather join his kizilbalhi

than oppofe him, nolwithfhmding they were followers of Omar ; that they might have
fecn what homage was (hewn him by lo many dill'crcnt Princes, and what refpeft from
thofe powerful Kings who lived in friendlliip with him, concluding with enjoining them
to give a faithful relation of what they had witnelfed at his court to their K' han, as well

as of the kindnefs ihey had experienced, that it might occafioii a goo " derftanding

between them.

All this, in a folemn manner, the Ufl)ecks promifed to perform ; x* ?.s 1 ^y were
much aifeded by the various marks of kindnefs they had received, >l .'hf. H'iging

manner in wliitli he addrefl'ed them, they twice difmounted to kii!=- Hi V ic(l\' '^::t,

and proltrate tiicmfelves before him.

On the 251!! July, the King fet ofl" early in the morning for Su':a..'.<, i.uii as fol-

lowing at our leifure. I travelled that night three leagues over a hat c "'Uii'w, in very
cold and windy weather, till I reached a village called Ghiveran, where i reftcd the
whole of the next day. Well mounted I travelled nine leagues the next day, arriving

at a city called Abher, from the quantity of water with which it abounds, and which,
divided into numerous ftreamlets, runs through almolt all its flreets. The city is frtiall,

and beautifully verdant from the number of gardens it comprifer, full of fruit-trees and
poplars.

On Friday night and Saturday morning we travelled eight leagues, arriving at noon
at Sultania, where we found the King m his tents in the country, encamped in the
middle of his troops, and though 1 travelled fafter than my train, by its taking a nearer
road I parted it jull on my entrance into Sultania, and after ordering my tent to be
pitched, I rofrclhcd myfclf under the ihade of a niofque, with bread, raifms, and fome

6 of
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of the mod; delicious water I had ever taftcd, which the Mahometans are weak enough

to imagine comCvS under ground from Mecca.

Suhania was formerly a very fpacious city, at prefcnt it is a heap of ruins. It

undoubtedly received its name from the quality of the individual by whom it was con-

• ftrufted. Sultan fignifies in Arabic, power, or a potentate, and prcfumptively fucli

mult have been the title of the founder of the place, as aflerted by the Perfians in

oppofition to the Armenians and other Chriflians, who maintain it to have been built

by Chriftians. According to the Perfians, a Sultan of Tatar race of the Ulbeck

nation, called Muhammed Choda-bendc, built the city, and the handiome mofquo it

contains, changing its neighbourhood from a wildornefs, by cutting canals anil water-

ing it, to tile paradile it is at prefent, and peopling it by forcible meafures, fuch as have

lately been praftifed by Shah Abbas for populafing Mazanderan. As, however, con-

{Iraint, though it fecure comfort or even enjoyment
;, is irkfome, no fooiier was

Choda-bende dead, than the inhabitants immediately forfook the place. The
emigration was fo confiderable, that in one ni<;ht no lefs than feven thoufii'ul camels

left the place with panniers, in each of which was a woman, thus carrying oil fourteen

thoufand.

We Europeans are upon an excellent footing with Imamculi Khan, whom I vifiteii

in company with the father Vicar, who had ariived at Sultania, to prefent the Shah

with a tranflation of the Pfalms of David into I'erfran. On this occalion, the Khan
fhewed us great kindnefs, treating us with excellent fwectmeats and otli r articles

remaining from an entertainment he had given the King the day before, and nioreova-

fent two large bafons full to my houfe, a very common cuftoni in Perfia, Tiu* fame

day I both paid and received a vifit from the INIehimandar, who inf<:>rined ine that tlie

army would ftiortly move to Tebriz, under the condud of his brother Daud Khan
;

that the King only repaired to Ardebil, on account of intelligence he h;id received that

the enemy meant to attack him in two different quarters ; the Turks, with the Serdar

at their head, by the way of Tebriz ; and 'Teiniuraz Khan, at the head of the 'Tatars

and other auxiliary tro^)ps, by the way of Georgia. Ardebil, as being midway between

thefe two pans, was chofen by the King for his head- quarters, the communication

theacc being eafy with each place, aiul an opportunity at the fame time being afforded

him of prefcrving the fepulchre of his forefathers, which is in this place.

The whole of what was told me by the Mehimandar was verified by the event, the

armv moving that very night for Tebriz. We» the King's guerts, however, remained

with the King, and the fmall army about his porfon. 1 was pleafe<l on the one hand

with having an opportunity of vifuing Ardebil, which is a city of note, yet vexed at

not feeing Tebriz, a much more famous city, and for the poffeffion of which we were

to come to blows. It would alfo have been far more grateful to me to have been

oppofcd to the Turks, who arc Mahometans and my averfion, than the Tatars, who
are fome of them Chriftians, and headed by Teimuraz, a Prince for whom, without even

having feen him, I have a fecret affedion.

Upon further intilligence received by the Shah, the army halted, and a grand enicr-

tainmcnt was refolvtd upon, which lofk place, and at which feveral of the guefls were
fo far overcome with wine as to be carried airay, and I myfelf was fo much furprifed,

that when about to depart, I could not put on my flippers at thi^ fteps of the Divan

Kane. I recovered, however, amazingly, and rode home ibmewhat mere full of talk

and merrier than ufual.

On Wednelday, howtyer, the ift of Auguft, in confequencc of advices received by
the King, orders were illued under heavy penalty, for all belonging to the army to

march
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march to Tebriz, which accordingly was done ; none remaining about the King but

his gueflf , certain of his nobility, officers of Slate whofe prefencc was neceffary, and

part of the divifion of Imatnculi Khan, that His Majelty might yet have fufficient about

him to imprefs an awe on the enemy.

It may not be amifs here to give an account of the manner of formation of the army,

and the order of the fcjldiery in Perfia.

There are four divilions or orders of foldiery in Perfia, the fuzileers, the King's

flaves, the kizilbaflii, and the corchi.

The firft, yet laft in point of rank, the fuzileers, is a modern inftitution, at the

recommendation of Sir i^nthony Shirley, an Englifhman. This order is compofed of

the native inhabitants of the country, and is fimilar to a militia. In Perfia, however,

the individuals of this order receive pay quarterly from the King, and are bound to

appear at his fummons. The gentry, thofe i mean who are called kizilbaflii, do not

enrol themfelves in this order, but only thofe called reaiet, that is to fay, vaffals or tat,

compofed of the refufe of the nation. In the begiiming, thefe fuzileers fought on foot,

however now they are mounted, and fij^ht on horfeback, with guns fomewhat fmaller

than our mufKets, with matchlocks, whicli have a fork fadened by a cord to the (lock,

by which, when they difmount, they have a reft for taking aim by. This defcription"

of foldiery is in high efleenj with thi' King, and is a very uieful body.

(^fthis body of men, the total colK*ded by the Shah from the various provinces of

his empire, amounts to 20,000, who, as tat, do not wear the tag, but merely a plain

turban.

The fecond order of loldiery, confidercd more noble than the preceding, is that of

the King's flaves, or vaffals, all of whom were originally ('hriftians, either bought or
furniflied by varioua nations ; fuch as the Circaflians, Georgians, Armenians, and the

like. At pi-efout, however, they are moftly Georgians and muffuhv.en, either from
their having been brought up in that faith, or their having apoftatized. Thefe, like

the former, fight on horfeback, and make ufe of diflerent arms, fuch as pikes, arrows,

gun'^ of the dofcription before noticed, iron loatlt-ti flicks, fcymitars, and daggers.
'1 here are none but carry a kind of light hatchet, the iron of which is rounded at one
end, and on the other a little curved and pointed. The bow and arrow, confidercd by
the King as ufclefs, arc by degrees laid afide, and replaced by fire-arms, as well among
theft as the reft of the foldiery. The King's flaves are allowed on certain occafions

to wear the r.g. They have one particular general and feveral captains.

The number of thefe flaves in the immediate fervice of the King, enrolled as foU
diers, exclufive of thofe dependant on the various khans and governors, is 15,000.

This eftabliftiment, :is well as the preceding, is of raodcrn date, and owes its origin

to the reigning Sovereign.

The third defcription, more noble than the latter, is the kizilbaflii, which is com-
pofed of thirty-two tribes, fixteen of which are called of the right hand, .\nd the fame
number of the left, from their taking tlufe feveral fides of the King : of the privileges
and quality of tht fe, I have before given you an account. They are Irce, independant,
and lerve as long as they are paid, being at liberty to change their mafters when they
pleafe, from one khan to another, or to the King, and from the King to a khan, as
feemb b^l to thi ni. Not all the kizilbaflii are foldiers, but as almoft all the lands are
iri t'.e hands of the Shah, or his governors or khans, for fubfiftence they are obliged
eithei to make choice of the profeflion of arms, or exercifc fome kind of trade,
handicraft, or hufbandry j in conjequeoce, the number OJf ihofc aol icldiers is very
incMifiderablc.

Moreover,
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Moreover, their (lilFercnt tribes are not equal in point of number,* foine confifting

of from ten to twelve tiioufand men, ;md loinc of not more than five hundred. Ol'

ionie of them all are foldiers, of others but few.

This body has always had great preponderance ; the various kings appointing their

kings and governors from among their tribes ; as owing to flieir exertions tlic piefent

dv:v,\(lv was feated on the throne. Shah Abbas, however, fecrefly detells iIk-mi, ai»d

endeavours by all means to undermine and Kfll-n their influence, frequently punilhing

their chiefs, and keeping them rather in fear of him than fockiiij' their affoftions.

Of thefe, there are in Perfia at leafl feventy thoufand, of which fihy thoufand are in

the King's pay, or that of his khans.

The fourth order of foldiery, and the moll noble, is that of ihi- corclii, or the Kin;»'s

guards, chofen from among the kizilbalhi, and entirely and inunediately in the pay of

the Shah himfelf. Thefe fefdom go witho'it the tag, being almoll conltantly about

the royal perfon.

The number of thefe is about 1 2,000 ; their arms the fame as the other kizilbalhi,

and like all the other foldiers compofmg the army of Perfia, thefe are cavalry.

The whole of the main forco of IVrlla confifts, therefore, colL'dively, of 97,000
cavalry. This number is, however, fubjed to great variation, it bi.ing I'ometimey more
and fomctimes lefs.

Whenever the army marches, the greatefl filence and regularity takes place, neith-^r

trumpets found or drums beat ; and as all the otlicers and principal perfms take their

fervants and family with them, the member of the army is fwollen prodigioufly
; yet,

notwithftanding the immenfe numbers, the greatefl; abundance condantly reigns in the

camp during its march, fo much fo as to make it a faying in the country, " That the army
of the King is one of the fined and befl: provided cities in Perfia." Unlike in many coun-

tries of Europe, its march is a blefling infliead of a curie for the countries through which
it lays; audio far from flmtting up thi-ir houfes and flying from it as a pefl:ilence, the

people from great dillances from its line of march, haften to bring it every kind of

neceflary, and even delicacies of all forts. Dilicipline is lb regularly preferved, that

every thing is paid for, and excefles are unknown. The feverity of Abbas, lor any
encroachments on the property of his fubjeds, I have had occafion to notice. When
encamped near Ghivi, fome people had eroded their tents, rather inconfiderately, in

the meadows, where they fuflered their camels to graze at the expence of the proprie-

tors, for the fake of faving a f.'w pence. 1 he inhabitants, in confeqwenoe, complained
to the King, who ordered certain of his ofliccrs to go with them to the fpot, where
they cut the tents in pieces, not fparing even that of the King's muficians, removing
the cattle, and taking the owners to prifon. The vizier or lieutenant of a khan, having

been more guilty than the reil, and having had the audacity to take foinc of the fruit

from one of their gardens without paying for it, notwithflandiiig his rank, was tied hand
and foot, carried to prifon, and when taken thence, with an arrow thrult through hi3

nofe, he was led round, and expofed to the view of the whole army.

To return, however, to the route. The army filed off towards Tebriz, while wo
remained with the King in Suhania, where, on the 3d of Augufl, we received intelli-

gence that 'leimuraz Khan had not feparated from the ferdar; a number of other

vague accounts were brou}.;ht. At length, on the 5th of Augult, the tents were (Iruck,

and our march began tor Ardebil.

The province of Irak terminates at Sultania or its neighbourhood, where begins tliat

of Adherbeigiau, which cgmpri^cs a great part of Media.

Our
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Our army began its march at day-break, and after two leagues arrived at a city

called Zcngan, but fpelt Zengian, fignifying moans and tears. It affuined this nama
after having been taken and lacked by fome Tatar Prince, who immolated ail its inkabi*

tants in a moft brutal manner. It is now but a fmall city, without walls, fituated oa
the Hope of a hill, and apparently was once a place of greater confidoration.

The army did not ilop hero, m.^r myfelf, fave to refrofli, the baggage being fent on.

From this place, the King took a witch, having much faith in divination and incan-

tations, or at leaft pretending to have, in order to enchant the foldiers of the enemy.

On leaving this town, we diftinguiflied two roads, one towards the weft, leading to

Ttbriz, the other rather cafhvard, running to Ardebil, which latter we followed.

After marching about three leagues, we pitched our tents and halted for the night on
the banks of a fmall ftreaai called Sarmufak-chiai, or garlick river.

On the 6th of Auguft, after four leagues of way, we halted ear'y near a river which
ran by the road ; but as in one fpot its water was infufficient to quench the third of fo

great a number, our tents were pitched fo far afunder, that the foremofl was a half

day's journey from the laft.

The heat being great this day, our plan of march was changed, and begun at three

hours after funfet. On Wednefday morning we ftill continued our march, croffing

feveral fmall hills and beautiful valleys cloathed in green, although entirely bare of
trees, as is the cafe with almoft the whole of Media, which, in the part we traverfed, is

mountainous, lofty, and cool. The mountains, neverthelefs, are very pleafant, their tops

being almoft level. A little before noon, after travelling fix leagues from the place

where we encamped the night before, we ftopped to reft ourfelves at a village called

Jenghige, or New. Wc found ourftives, however, much embarralTed for want of fuf-

ficient water.

Here our ftay was fhort, for night coming on, we continued our way, and after

inarching two leagues came to a very deep valley, which we had to defcend from the
mountains by luch a narrow and winding path, and fo ftcep at the iame time, that with
difficulty we could even lead our horfes down one after the other. After which, on the
oppofite fide of the valley, as unpleafant an afcent oftered itfelf, but of nearly double
elevation. You may readily pidure hence, thai with this going down and going up, toge-
ther with the crowd, at a narrow briilge in the middle of the valley, over an unfordable
river, the confufion of the paflage uiuft have been great, and the accidents numerous.

For my p;u-t, after pafling the bridge at the bottom of the valley, having, in company
with a lew othirs, by galloping on before, got ccmfiderably the ftart oi' the main army,
we wCud for the night in a httle fpot oat of the high road, furrounded by cedars of
Lebanon, hut very fmall, with wh'th ail theie mount;iius are covered.

()n Thurfday, in the morning, I was joined by Madame Maani on horfeback, and
with much dilliculty afcended loe oppolue bank. I'rom the fumniit of the mountain
'we dofcended to that we attained, noiwithftanding the vale was extremely narrow, was
at leaft two leagues. Its acclivity palled, we travelled on to a village a league bi^voud
of no confideralioii. Here we remained all the day. Thc.army, however, did not reft
here, but proceeded a league farther, to a fiat country, where was ph>nty of water, and
was wifely followed by my baggage : rclpeding the Litter, I was under alarm, it, how-
cver,joii.ed me by night; and haltening on, I reached the fpot where the army had cn-
cainped about two hours alter lunrile. It had jult departed, but my camels with the litter

being greatly exhaufted, 1 was reiblved on waiting at a village in tlie neighbourhood
called Cabagh, requefting the vicar, if he overtook my muleteer, to f.nid him back.

vol" IX. M Cabagh,
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Caliagli, where I rcfled for fome time, is fix or feven leagues from Jenghige ; hence

on I'VKi.iy morning, the vicar having met with my people about a league and a half

frnni wliere I was and ftnt ihom back, I repaired lo that fpot, where hi a pleafant

vall'y they li.ul pitched my tents, on the margin of a fiiiall river, which ferpentined

thnnigli ilie meadows beloiiging to a neighbouring village called Ghivi.

Here a part of i he army was encamped under tci>ty ai fome diftance from ench other,

but the King with the remainder, forming his ordu, were in a ftroog place in the

mountain called Kalkal ; where he noc only intended to p^fs fome tisne in hunting,

but alio propofcc to leave his tents, baggage, and every thing cumberfomc dunag his

ftay r.t Ardebil. In this he v.as alfo copied by thofewho atteuded him. My wife, how-
ever, Madame Maani, underllanding that the King's ladies repaired to Ardebil, refwlved

on acccmpany.'ng me thither. Alter marching all night, therefore, for about five

leagues, on Sunday morning, "vo or three hours after funrife, we refted near a mill m
a hnall eminence, ornamented by a number of trees, grouped in the molt b^autifjl

manner imaginable, and a running llream which fell below a fmall village iit the

j-iad, called Tagibiiyuc, or great crown. This village belongs to the great mofque at

iirdebil, as well as feveral other neighbouring villages. We remained here the whole

of Sunday, and great part of the next night. Soon, however, as *hs moon rofe we
continued our inarch, and finiihed the tour remaining leagues which parted us from
the city of Ardebil ; as, however, the houfe afligned us by the mehimandarj who
arrived before us, was not yet thoroughly in order, we pitched our tents in the fields

at fome diflance from the city, and entered our dwclHng the fucceeding day.

The houfe appointed for us was very handfome and fpscious, fituated in the middle

of a large garden, watered by a cf'^fideraole ftrcam running through the midft much
larger and deeper than the Marano at Rome. This houfe belongs to a female rela.

live of the King and the Corchi Baflii, called Becfi Kanum ; but from her hufband.

having fled the kingdom on account of having incurred the difplcafure of His Majefty^

although the houfe be not utterly confifcated, the proprietors are no longer allowed to

dwell in it, it being apprv^priated to the reception of the King's guefts who arrive at

Ard bil. As iujh it was allotted to v?-., as it had previoufly been iome time before to

the Tatars of the country of Lefghi and Nocai, two hundred in number, acGompanied

as far as this place by the mchimandar on their way home.
The p. ople left in care of the houfe, and who ferve as domeftics to thofe who inhabit

it, related ilrange things of its former tenants, and their bruta' and grofs manner of
living. Among other tilings, they informed us, that they ate t icir meat almoll raw^

without brjad ; ufed no napkins, and every where left heaps of tilth, which was never
fwept away. The Perfians who had been witncfles to their filtHnefs, and who are

Ihemfelves a very delicate people, when they faw the cleanlinefs in ufe with us, and the

nice manner of our eating with forks and fpoons, could but make remarks highly

favourable to our cuftoms.

On the fame day the mehimandar paic* .j.>
• vifit, which we returned on the fucceed-

ing. We karncd from him, that the ncvi, we had before heard of the devaftations

committtd by th;- 'I'atars in the open towns and villages of Armenia, into which they

had made an irrupiion, was true ; and that the Serdnr of the Turks had apologized

for it to Carchica Bey, difowning any knowlege of thefe dlforders ; t;-d intreating

that it might not be the caufe of more continued war, as he wifhed to cctne to an
accommodation, aad was feduloull)' employed on plamiing tcims for a fibftantial

peacci
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All this, however, obferved the mehimandar, is farcical and deceptive ; but the King

is not to be fo eafi' v duped : he has had certain intelligence of the Serdar being ordered

to proceed direftly to Ardebil, to dcftroy the fcpulchre of Shah Sofi in that place, (y. hoin

the Turks look upon as a fchiimatic,) as well as the city itfclf ; then, wintering in

Georgia, where prcvifions abound, to make himfclf mafter of Teflis, reckoned eafily

praclicable through the fucconr he is to receive from Teimuraz Khan ; "and tlie follow-

ing fummer to follow up his fuccefs into the htart of Penia, and flrive to rid the

Turks of fo vexatious a competitor as the Shih.
.

/ This news, which was publifhed in Ardebil, had grssfly intimidated tTie inhabitants.

The King himfelf gave credit to it, and in confccji t>nce had proceeded hitiier with part

of the army, in order to protect the country, wiiile thj main body was ftationed to

defend the read h'iiding from Trbriz to Clafvin, and thence to the center of Perfia.

As, hcJwever, Ardebil is not a fortified cily of any ftrength, the King did not mean to

ftand a fiege, nor hazard in this quarter any detilive battle againfl forces much fuperior

to his own ; but rather to remove the bones of his anceftors to a more diftant and'

fecure al) him, in cafe of extremity. The King, however, fent hence a quantity of fdk

and other valuables which belonged to him tov.ards Cafvin ; of which the inhabitantf*

being apprized, themfelves began to remove their various efllds to placer, of greater

fafety. 'Ihe men and women of Ardebil, accompanied by the moft powerful fatrapsof

their fe£t, alfo retired from the city, on the 13th of Auguil by day-break, to a place at

a dlflajice from the city, where on the day on which the Icfs Beiram is kept they are

wont to facriiice the camel ; a ceremony of which I before have given you a defcription

in a letter from Hifpahan. You will here pleafe to remark, that every city has a place

appointed for this ceremony, called in Arabic, Muffhl, which fignifies a place of prayer.

Hither it was that the whole of the city repaired to pray for the King, and on account
of the war. I likewife went to the place after dinner, and as I rode along had an oppor-
tunity of feeing the whole of the city j of which, previous to any thing elfe, I fliall render
you an account.

The country in which Ardebil is lltuated being in the north of Perfia, and, moreover,
like the whole of Media full of mountains, the cold here is intenfe. The city is in a
large plain, furrounded by mountains. 'Ihat moft immediately contiguous to it is

extremely lofty, and one of the moft remarkable in Media. It is faid to be extremely
fertile, and well peopled, and is called Lepalan, or Scpalan, oftentimes pronounced
Sevalan ; the Perfians frequently confounding not only the B with the V, after the
manner of the Spaniards, but the P alfo. Hence, wlion they write correftly Cafvin, it

is founded Calbin ; and the fame 1 ebriz or Tabriz, we pronounce Tavris ; and
^.rdebil by many geographers is given Arde'bil.

This mountain prefumptively is the Zagro mentioned by Ptolemy and Pliny, or i-ather

a branch of it laying north-eaft of the city. In the month of Auguft even '> was
coveied with fnow.

Ardebil is a city of middling fize, not being cither fo large or fo fmail as many in
Perfia. Its ftrects are irregular, of no length in general ; crooked, dirty, and uneven.
Its buildings indifferent. It is, however, well peopled, and abounds in merchandize of
every defcnption

; its trade being very ccnfiderable on account of its favourable fitua-
tion on tile frontiers, and its coi-..tigu*'y to Armenia, Curdiftan, Georgia, Albania, and
Ghilan, and its vicinity to a livc: nich falls into the Cafpian Sea, by which great
quantides of goods are tranfnorted to various countries.
No wine is made in th^ territory dependant on Ardebil, as well from the coldnefs

of the climate being unfavourable to the vine, as the unwillingnefs of the defccndants
M 2 of
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ot" the Sheicli, to whom it belongs, to commit fo great a fin as to encourage the growth;

of it on fuch iacrcd ground. ()n this account, wine is lb fcarcc in the city, none being:

drunk but by a few in lecp^t, that we were many davs witliout tailing a fingle drop.

A number of livulots, proceeding from a fmail river which falls from the mountains,,

flow tlnough almcll: all the fireets of Ardebil ; and in iliis particular the city much
relembles Venice. Thefe rivulets abound in fifh, much liiperior in quality to any I ever.

taflcd in PerJia, or even fince 1 left Egypt. 1 heir trout in particular are excellent.

In funimcr time thefe rivulot- are eaiily forded, but on account of their being much-
fwollen in winter, a number of biick bridges arc built in different parts of the city ;. aad

un the margin of thele ftrcams ^^n each fide rows of trees are planted, wliich half cover

the ftreets with iheir verdure aiul Ihade.

'I'he grand fqurae, as th-.'y ai e generally formed, is longer than it is broad ; the build-

ings which inrlole it are vei y pahry. Ardebil was formely the refidence of a Klian,.

and the capital of the provii'.ee. Since the Shah, however, put Zulfcar ivhan todtath,

the lail (>f the Schichabcml who govern..'d there, he has not fufi'ercd any cnc vefled.

V. ith fo high a dignity to make it his refulcnce; it is, therefore, governed at prcfont by
( .Ticcrs tt inferior rank,- more immediately dependant on the King.. The houfe-

formerly inhabited by '/.iilfcar Khan is now the Royal I'-alave, and the mofl extenfive-

dv :lling in the place. Compared with the other buildings ot the city it may pafs for

iiandfomc, as well as the fquare in front of it, its public gardens, thole retirtdj and its-

other appendages.

Kxcepi this palace, there is nothing remtrkable in Ardebil but tlie mofquc of Shah.

Sof: in which he is interiTd, as wt'i as the: fucc.'llive King.s of his race, and their near-

Jc '.. iOns, the anceftors of ihe reigning Prince. 1 he firft and chief portal of this mofque
is fituated in a very narrow ftreet, unwatered by ehher of the rivulets defcribcd, at

fome didance from the great fquare. A number of iron chains from right to left, an<l

from thefe reaching to the ground, crofs this gate and inclofo a certain fpace.. Any.
criminal wh.) flies hither and keeps within thefe chains, or even touches ihtni, is free

from purfuit of the law or i?ven the King's ordonnancc ; whence this Janduary is reforted

to by numbers, who live here in perfect fecurity.

Within this firft gate is a large court, round which is an infinity of fliops full of all

kinds of wares and ed^hles, and as there are a number of refugees who dart: not go out

of the mofquo, and as this place is reforted lo by a nvmiber of pilgritns from all parts-

of Perfia, tlie iiiop-kcopcns havo plenty of cuOoin. After travcrfing thi.*; large ci>urt,.

you advance to a fi cond porial, crofied with cliains hi like maimer as the form<-'r, over

which feveral apartments and balconies arc built, part of which are doftincd for the-

refugees, and others for officers belonging to the mofque. Within the fccond gate is

another court longer tli.in wide, of no very pkafing form, and which when I noticed-

it was being paved by order of tlie Kiiig. Oil the fide of this court u canul is condrutt-

ing for bathing in aiiil other p'.irpofcs.

At tha (lid of this focond court, on the left towards another finall gate, is a place*

f^ppofite to the kitchen, where provinon.' ifre daily dillribiitcd in charity to tht; poor.

'I he food thus given is piliio, very nicely cooked ; and (ho immber of poor v.'ho partake-

of it, and others who receive it out ot motives of religion, is fo numerous as to keep
thirty-five large boilers continually employed. At fin't, it wns cuflomary to inako thefe

dillriLuiions only in the morning, but Shah Abb.is founded a iund for ;(iving the fame hi.

the evening a.*? well. This inditution will of itfelf be fufficient to imniortnlizo the name-
ot the King ; ior, as ever will be the cafe where there arc fimilar foundatioui;,;! number-
ot wonhleis people (among the Sofi and others) rcfurt hither, clKJofiiig railur to fub-
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fifl in lazlnefs, and begging for means to clothe them, than fupport themfelves by
labour ; and thefe, occafionally difperfed over the whole kingdom, will not fail to

extol the benefaftor who enables them to live the bed part of the year in a ftate of eafe

and idlenefs.

Beyond this place where the pilao is diftributed there is at firft a fmall corridor with

two gates^ one at the beginning, the other at the end. They are not very large, it is

true, but entirely covered in a coarfc manner with plates of filver. Between thefe two

gates of the corridor is the mofque, in which prayers are faid, and into which you enter

by one of the fides of its length. This mofque is of a reafonably large fize, entirely

open at the top, except at the two extremities, that is to fay, the entrance and its oppofite

fide, at which are two tribunen with vaulted roofs. This manner of building mofques

is in Perfia veiy common. Thucydides relates, that even among the Greeks it was ul'ual

to conitrudl temples without roofs.

After crofling this open mol'que, you proceed direft' to the gate of another, which is

fmall and roofed, under the dome of which, covered without with varniflied tiles, and
fhected, as reported by thofe who have fcen it, within with filver. Shah Sofi is interred

in a large railed tomb, covered with rich filk, in a place railed in by itfelf ; and a Httle

beyond are buried the remainder of the prcdcceifors and relatives of Shah Abbas, the

dcfcendants of Sofi.. The tombs of thefe are made in the fhape of large coffins, and
are covered with fiik and gold.

I was unwilling to enter this mofque on account of certain adorations and genuflec-

tions rcquifite, which I deemed improper for a Chriitian ;. Madame Maani, however,
entered it one day with hc-r veil down as cuftomary. She informed me, that the

covered mofque is divided into three cells one beyond the other ; the two firfl: contain

nothing but a vaft number of filver lamps fufpended, with a number of oftrich eggs,

according to the cuflom of the Mahometans ;• handlbme carpets on the floors, on which
were large chandeliers with v/ax candles of an. extraordinary length, which, however,
are never lighted, but are only for Ihew ; and in thefe cells, the doors of which are

covered with plates of filver, fevcral mullahs are conflantly praying, relieved occafion-

ally by othsis, from a fort of pulpit.

After palTing through thefe two- cells you enter the third', which is the place of fepul-

"chre, beneath the dome. 'J'hi.s likewife is full of lamps ; moreover, fufpended above
the tomb of Shah Sofi, hang eight large filver pomegranates as ornaments, and in front
of the inclofure ox the tcinb is a finall- window through which a man cannot enter
without ffooping. Through this window none- paffes but the King when he goes to

fay his prayers and meditate on his pad life. The fmall windows, which are the moffc
valuable part of tlie mofque, are in franus of folid gold enriched with precious llonCvS.

Beyond tliis I faw nothing remarkable in Ardebil, except that the peafants of this

part make ufe of neither horfcs nor mules for carrying, but only bulls and cows, moil
of which are black with fpofs of various colours/ ami the breed fmaller than ours ;

what is (ii-.gular, they iiave no pack-faddles, but infl^jud pads of coarfe fitckcloth quilted
with cotton, which cover almoft the whole of their body. This kind of houfing is very
convenient, lo much fo, thnt it is frequently ui'od by them when they rkie, eipecially
when they have long journits to make.
The King, defirous of waiting till winter when the Turks would have confumed

their proviiions, enjoined Carcinca Bey, the lieutenant-general who had fent to entreat
him, trom his polition beyond Taurus^ to be allowed to fall vipoii the Turks afl'embled
at three days' journey diftanl from his army, Iv no lueans to fight them ; addim,^, that

if
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if he dill lie fliould confulcr him as hie enemy, ami wifli ihe broail and fait he ate mijjht

bo poifon to him.

In view of inconveniencing the army of the Turks, therefore, hcrrdcrcd the people

in its ncighboouihood to quit their homes, ami carry oiY ail their cilecls, not leaving

bdiiiid them any provifions wliatfoever. By fimilar meal"iires he was fucccfsful in the

famous victory he obtainiil Ibme years belbre over Makia Cliicall), and remlered

abortive at various periods the grand projects of his enemies j copying the plans of

the ;\.v.ient Medcs, the Perfians and Parthians, in their various wars wiili the Wellern
nations. Thus we may fay, that names and feafons change, but culloms remain

the fame.

The elevation of IMullafa to onTjiIrc, to the prejudice of the children of Ahnvd, which

mig'it occafion difturbances in Turkey, as Will as the apprehenfiou of a war between

tiic Porte and thcChrilUans, induce'' Sultan Muftafa to wilh for peace witli Perfia ; he,

therefore, after loading with kindnels t.'.alinn Bey, furnamed Bouroun Calum," or Cafum
with anofe, fent him to theSerdar llalil Bacha,generalinimo of the Turks, then in Afia,

to treat of peace ; who, in confequcncc dil'patched him for the purpofe to Ardebil,

with an ambafll»dor of greater rank than that which had been befcnv at Cafvin, who
arrived in that city on the 30th of Auguft ; Bouroun Cafum reaching it on the 2 2d.

On the 25th, however, the King, learning that the Turkilh army, reputedly three

hundred thoufand llrong, was but four fliurt liays' journies from Teliiiz, on its way to

Ardebil, repaired to the nuifque of Shah Soli, where, batlied in tears, he remaini d a

long time melancholy and in earned prayer.

On the 2Sth he received intelligence from Carchica Bey, that he had completely

inundated the territory (.fTebriz by emptying the bed of a river, fo that cavalry could not

advance; and tiiat the Turkifli army was hemmed in in fuch manner that not a man could

return to infurm his countrymen of their fate. He informed him, likewife, that a dy,

fentcry prevailed among them, and that they were in the utmoR didrefs for proviiions.

The King ordered Carchica Bey to lufler the Turks to advance into the country, and
for (hat purpofu to draw off part of his army, (o as that he might keep with the one

where he was, and allow ihi? other to lly before the enemy, in order by a circuitous route

to gel in their rear j the latter being placed under the command of an excellent general

called huir GuncI:, Khan of Erouan, who. after leaving in his capital a flrong garrifon,

had joined Carchica Bi;y with the rcfidue of his forces. By this iiieans he propofcd,

when the Turks iliould be reduced to extremities by famine and the cold of winter, to

•attack their army in three diredions at once, with the bodies under command of the

King, Carchica, and Imir (Junch.

On the 3clli of Auguit I repaired as ufual to the palace, when I learnt from the

inchimandar, that the King had ordered the evacuation of 'I'ebriz, and that the people

fliould repair wiili their property to places of fafety.

On the 311! the King gave audience to the 'I'urkifh ambaffador. He was received

without any ceremony, or ejitertainment, as is ulual on fuch occaftons, conferring with

him in focrct, and not even defiring him to be feated. All that was overheard at the

conference Wi\s, the King informing the Turk, that he would grant peace to his

niafter when he Ihould have taken Bagdad and Aleppo j a rhodomontade after the

French ftyle.

The conduct of the King towards the ambaHador was a retaliation for tho outrage

committed by Ahmed on the pcrfon of his reprelentative Bouroun Cafum. The con-

ditions of ptace propofcd by the Turk, as fuch matters immetliutely tranfpire at the

M couit
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Bourt of Per/la, were that the tribute of filk (hould be fent which was wont
; or, in Ueu

uf ihc three himdreJ camel loads of that article, certain fcarlet cloth for trappings for

cavalry of inferior value, 'lliat the Shah fhould furronder the conquefts he had made ;

that is to fay, Tebriz ami its territory ; Shiuniaki, wiih all Shirwun ; certain places la

Media ; Dernir Capi, and Nakivan, with all the towns in Armenia. That he moreover

iliould reflitute the whole of the country taken from the Georgians, and fend one of his

children as ? • ilage to the Turks..

This was tiic ubftancc of what the Serdar required on account of the Sultan ; for

himfelf, as a condition for withdrawing his troops, hs demanded a prefent of value fuffi-

cient to indemnify him for tho trouble the war had occafioncd him.

The King on this occafion had much need of nice management, notwitflanding the

extravagant pretenfioius of the Serdar ; the people, who languiihcd for peace, were

aware, that if his cupidity were fatisficd, much more favourable conditions would be

accepted ; the fatraps, in'pr'ticular taxed the Shah with injulUce and impiety towards

God, in warring with Mahomttai. Sard Kogia, one of the molt powerful Viziers,

likcwife, and the Corchi Baflia, the King's fon-in-lavv, prell the King fo much to liden

at leaft in part to the propofals, thai he felt it prudent to temporize.

As lo the fdk, he it ed ' • would willingly fend the cuflomary preft'^nt, and engage

to continue the fame (the Perfians, I underi'iand, are hecdlcis of promifes, which they

break as convenience fuits). /' ; for reftitution of conquered provhices, it could not

be admitted. His own fon he would not fend, but in lieu he had no objection to fubflitute

as his own fon that of Zulfcar Khan, a perfon I before have mentioned, who had been
murdered by Carchica Bey, and whofe brother, at the folicitation of Kogia Khan, had
been put to death by the Shah, Tin's young Prince was a near relation of the King,

and by propofing fending him as a hoflage, while he ihoidd gratify the malice of thefc

two eminent perfons, he would get rid of one whom he had rcafon to fufpeft might be
inimical to him. And, laftly, as to the prefent ; in order to filence the Corchi Bey and
Kogia Khan, whofe importuniii^.i were the ftrongeft, under pretence that he had no
money to fatisfy the Serdar, he commanded them to provide him with a prefent, and
that of fome hundred thoufand crowns ; that, as they were defirous of peace, they
might furnifh the enemy with a golden bridge to retire over.

This propofal was a thunderclap for thefc two advocates of peace ; it was in vain

for tiie wife of the Corchi Bail. . who was the King's daughter, to tender certain filk

cloths and rich brocades as a ; efent to the Serdar, her father adured her he was
entirely mercenary and wanted inoi. -y, and her hufband or his partner being unable
as well as unwilling to raife the Ann required in the fpace of time allowed, their oppo-
fition in confequcnce entirely ceafed. Having, therefore, furmounted all obftacles in
his council, he was left at liberty tc follow his own inclinations, fecure of the fcdulous
co-operation of the Corchi Bartia, who had the chief of his poflelTions to proteft ?' at
Ardebil. To footh the ambafl'rior, however, and make amends for his firft neg (fV,

he gave him a roya! feaft, and ^-irefented him with a number of horfes, and a purfe of
a hundred tomans, about 50DI. Ceding.
On the 3d of September,- he granted him a private audience anew. In this the am-

baflfador dropped from his firll claims, requiring fnnuly the filk, and his ion as
hoflage; or. if His Majefty fliould be unwilling to vield his fon, any other perfon of
condition who might pafs for fu'h. The King iminei'i-.tely conceivin-^ the ufe they
might make of fuch an inftrument v>f infurredion, played off one of his ufual manceuvn s,
and ^drawing his fuord : " This is my fon," faid he, " if you can, wreft him froni
luc." 'I'he aiubaiJador obferving that many poor wretches, iuuft perifh in the war ;
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?nd that It was lampnlablo that fo nuicli blood of MiilTulnK'n fliould bo fpilt. " F".

tliar," nplial tl)t> Kinjf. •' it Is you imifl bi* n-fponnblo to CoJ, who attack mc vvl '.;

in (]iii»:r and jfiuiiding no one ; nay, it has bcon your ainui.<l pradice thus to coma
;nul iiiluU nic, even ii' ' "' very p:\b.fo, and that without the flightcR provocutioiv,

Yun n.ay ad\ance,'' cc i i cd he ;
" the nmlquc of Sliah Sofi is indeed the foiub oFuiy

ftnceftois, but iheir rcmiins have been removed, wliirh you wi'i . t liave the pleafure

of infuliiijg : >ou may aJvance, but think not 1 will face you rtiw. I fliall not hefuate

a moment to fire every quarter of tli's city. You fli;i!l find no where any thing but a

vafted country ; and when you have cntanj,!ed yourfvlf fuflicientb , when I fliall iVc the

'opportunity, I Ihall make you feel the weight of myfcsniiiar, and utterly exterminate

tht- invaders." Hereupon, pretendirg to be in a rage, he called for thecalantrr of the

city, and e.vprcfsly ( njoined him, In
]
refcnce of tlu- ambalTador, to caufe the town to be

inniudiatel} evacuated by the inliabitants, who with thui eft'eds fliould be directed to

uiihdniw to a place of fafetv ; and that if any w ( re rcfradory to his orders, they fliouId

be cut in piects. l he calanter immediately iflued his orders ; the King, however, fecretly

direded that they were to have tfilcl only in the neij^dUx^urhood of the ambafliidor's

houie, before whieh they fhould file fo as to be feen bv liinl, making a tsrcuit of a league,

and returning in parties fecretly b) another gate. 'J'dis was, however, but a frivolous

ariil'ice, which, no doubt, would be feen into by the amballador.

On the jOtli, he again gave him a royal entertainment previous to his departure,

which took place tifher on that or the fucceeding day. Ami on the 3d September, by
couriers from Carchic.T Bey, the Kin^ learnt that, the Turks having advanced, he had

demolifhed and quitted the fortrels of Tcbriz, of which they had taken pofTelfion, after

its having been abandoned by its inhabitants, who had carried ofl' every thing, and that

all the neighbouring country had been previoufly delolatec.

'i he King, upon this Intelligence, ordered Ardebil to be evacuated in ellefl ; which
took place, and was a mofl allliding fconc.

On the next morr 'i;,', Bahaiki Khan appeared at court ; his government lays between
Ardcbil and the C iijvian Sea. He came before the King In the fame condition in which
he arrived, bootcif, fiis )ow In his hand and quiver at his waifl. 'J"o this perfon, a

defcendant fn iii ux i'.gan Kings of I'erfia of the dynafly of Cofrhoe, and governor

of various fortrelles ar.J ports on the C'afpian Sea, but of no cities, the care of protect-

ing the emigrants was delegated by the Shah ; recommending to him to fee that they

met with fuccour and frietidly reception on their way. At the fame time he iilued

orders that fuch of the inhi'.bifants as could bear arms fliould remain ; and that the

various banditii on the frontiers, the commanders of whom are known to the King,

under promife ol pardon, fhould hover on the flanks of the 'J'urkifh army, which is

never entrencheil, and ferve as light troops to cut off their fupplies, and pillage their

camp In the night.

On the loth of September a Tatar fpy arrived, bringing intelligence, that a divifion

of the Turkifh army, confifllng it was i^iid of forty thouland, with fix days provifions,

had been detached from T' briz, under command of the Georgian I'rince Teimuraz,
cxj)eftedly to fall on a fudden on Ardebil. The King inmiediately gave diretlions,

that fuch inhabitants in the city and neighbouring villages as had not yet left fhould

quit them, and take the road to Mazanderan, or fome more didant part of Media or

Irak : that ever)- thing at Calvin fliould be In readinefs for the inhabitants quitting that

place, if it fhould appear requifite, and in the mean time, that all the merchandize and
property there belonging to His Majefly fhould be tranfported thence,as iafely as poflible

to Fcrbabad and Hifpaiian : that everyone in Ardebil lliould hold himfelf in rcad.nefs to

leave



It. " F-,

t mc wl' ';

1)8 to corns

irovociitioiu

tomb of my
he ploafuro

not lu (ilate

thing but a

flull 1 'J the

:'xtcriu!!iate

inter of the

town to be

tliioclcd to

they fliould

irer, fecrcily

inbafl.idor'3

ot a learjiii',

t a frivolous

tk'parture,

itcniber, by
:ctl, he had

elFion, after

g, and that

cSt ; which

leave the city on the following day for the ftrong fort where the King ha :
placed I

baggage to wait for the encjiiy ; and that preparation It.nuld be made for 1 _^«"|»g .y^''^

»ys between

jn ill which

s pcrfon, a

d governor M
of protect-

^ '^
ee that they "'^

.' he iiiucd „ ':|

d that the '-m
the King, mt

y, which is m
lillage their m
t a divifion m
nrovifions, ':S
I'eimuraz, ^
directions, s^
left (hould ''^1

f M.'dia or "m
Liitting that -m
andize and •^^

as poflible m
•tad.nefs to 'w

leave 4S

mr%0 DILLE VALLe'4 TtAVri.X IN MnaiA.* ^9

itaced hia

to
V IW null. iw» ii<\< viivaj'j f

".«v« I,.-..*
J,,

^-j--— . . - - — .

every part of tlu city upon our evacuation, as well as the various towns and villages

in its neii^hhourhood.
r, .t, ,if«

On the nth September, ju ft as we were about to mount onr liorfcs, and re inc ciry,

intelligence of the mod grateful defcription was received from Carchica Uey, giving

account of a vitlorv moft uncxpededly ibt;.ined over the 'I'u ks. 'Ih's Corchi miha,

on the J'urks entering Tcbri/, had withuK, n to Ugiun, one day's journey "O*"
'J?'*

citv, < n the dired road to Cafvin, leavli < the way open as pn.coiicerted to ArdebU,

undrr cxpcftation that they would in cou-fe dircft their march (hither, "'he Turks,

htwever, coiiceiv;ng tl' 't this Hep was a mark <if weaknels ; ami undej-^luiding fronx

the ambaflador who had b("?n a' debil th;\t no pillage would be obtain. ! there ; an.'

that the King himlelf, with t

nation, and had refolved on flv in-

after routing v,h n, they

having any apprehenfion fi

orders he had received, it wouiU

pitched battle, they attempted to t

V he had with him, was in the grcatefl conf .

hem, determined on attacking Carchica H v
,

purfuc their plan of ruining Ardebil, w. hoi.;

'heir rear. As, howc\ r, they knew from the

cult to induce the Corchi Baflin to hazard a

by furprize. With this intent, they felcctcvl

Iheir bcft troops, as well lurks as 1 atars, to the amount of from forty to fifty thoufand,

as we had before heard, which were detached lightly equipped, and calculated for dif-

patch, to fall upon Carchica Bey in the night-time or by 'lawn of day. In ftating

Ardebil as their deflination, the fpy was deceivetl, as well as in their being conimandeU

by Teimuraz Khan, Who at that time was indifpofed and not with the army. Unfortu-

nately for the Turks, while on their march, a I'crfiaa in their army of the name of Ali

Bey, influenced by that awor patria fo natural to man, when mounted with the reft,

clapped fpurs to his horfe, and favoured by darknefs and the fpeed of his aJiimal,

quickly reached the camp of Carchica Bey.

This nobleman found the army completely off its guard, and, pafling the drowfy centi-

nels, reached the very tent of Carchica Bey entirely unperceived. Here, after making
a great noife, he fucccedcHl in gaining admittance to the general, to whom he fuccinftly

related his danger. The general immediately iflued orders for the troops to faddte their

horfes, and load tlie baggage waggons, not to create diforder or a panic amid the fo!-

diers ; fo that before day-break, this prodigious body of cavalry was in readinefs to

march in military array, and divided in four immenfe fquadrons at fome diftance from
ihe baggage, .and a rov, of tents which formed the market or bazar ; leaving from a

ihoufand to fifteen hundr d horfe, w|io were directed, in cafe of the enemy appearing,

ro engage their van, and draw them, as they retreated, among the baggage and the tents,

which wiTe left ftanding.

So orderly was every thing managed, that none of t.ie foldiers h.id any idea of their

having to engage, but merely imagined that they were about to decamp for lome other
fpot, as was frequent with them. But Carchica Bey feeing a favourable opportunity
had fo contrivetl, that he was apparently reduced either to comply with the King's in-

jundions and abandon in difgrace his camp and baggage, or attempt to deliver them
from the enemy by an engagement.
The enemy came up fhortly after day break, and the Tatars made a furious charge

on the troops of Shiraz Imaunculi Khan, by whom they were valiantly received, and a
defperate conflid enfued. Carchica Bey, who was in the rear, upon this ftated, that he
could not in conformity to the King's orders hazard an enga^, -.ment, but fhould en-
trench himfelf. Upon this Imauqculi Khan fent word that he was unavoidably drawn

VOJL. IX. N iato





IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

h
*' -f^ 4s.
,.v

< <i
.V %

/. I/.

m.

1.0

I.I

UilM |2.S

•^ 1^ 12.2

2.0

m.
1.25 1.4 |!.6

M 6"

Photographic

Sciences
Corporation

23 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, NY. 14580

(716) 872-4503



z
%^



^ PlfiTRO DILLE VAIXe's TRAVELS IN P5R9I/U

•into battle^ iknd that'the Corchi Baflia muft think ferioufly of fighting and immeiiately

join him, as notwithftanding the bravery of his troops they niuft otherwife be over-

powered, enjoining him if he. would not fight to draw up his forces, as their a )pear-

ance might intimidate the enemy and encourage his men. In the mean tim . the

fifteen hundred men of tlie van who had done their duty, agreeable to the orders

received, pretended to fly, and drew the enemy among, the tents, where they im-.

mediately began pillaging and maflacreing fuch as they found in the bazar, giving

over the purfuit. At this infl:ant, Carchica Bey feeing things in the ftate he wifhsd

them, and holding himft-lf juftified with refpeft to his orders in the opinion as well of
Imaunculi Khan as the reft of the nobles in the army who blamed him for his inertnefs,

joined his forces to thofe of the Khan of Shiraz, and fell with ihe utmofl: fury on the

Tatars with his four fquadrons. The Tatars bravely fuftained the (hock, but finding

themfelves at length overpowered by the Perfians and not fupponed by the Turks, who
came up but flowly, owing to fome impediment on the road, or their cowardice, which
induced them rather to be fpedators of the battle than attors in the field, were at length

obliged to give way in diforder ; the Khan of CatFa, who had behaved himfelf bravely,

and was wounded in fevcral places, retiring at the entreaty of his people.

The Perfians, upon the Tatars being put to the rout, followed up their advantage

clofely for feveral miles, driving before them not only the Tatars but alfo the dilatory

Turks whom they met on the road, putting to the fword moll of thofe whom the want
of fleetnefs of their horfes put within their reach, and making very few prifoners.

Of thefe, . the only ones of condition were the Bailia of Van, a grey-haired old

man, a Captain of Tatars, and a Georgian of note in his own country, a Captain of
Janiflaries *. Among the dead, the number of which is uncertain, were feven or eight

Baflias, whofe names are mentioned. On the fide of the Perfians, no one is fpoken of

as killed of any confequence ; fuch a victory, however, cannot have been purchafed

without great lofs. In his account of the battle Carchica Bey excufed himfelf for his

difobedience of His Majefty's orders by the fingularity and urgency of the cafe, and
Itated, that if His Majefty difapproved of his condud, he was ready to lay his head at

his feet. The Shah expreffed himfelf fatisfied with what he had done, and commended
him for his (kill.

This intelligence occafioned the revocation of the former orders. The whole day
long nothing was heardbut mufic and rejoicing, and an infinite number of people

repaired to the mofque in order to return thanks for the vidory. Ali Bey, who was
nobly rewarded by the Corchi Baiha and his ofiicers, had apartments alTigned him in

the houfc of Bahadur Khan.

His Majefty pardoned the Tatars and his chief prifoners, but ordered all the Turks
to be put to death, as well as fome of th'Ar fpics who were taken; their execution was
barbarous, it confided in cutting off their feet or legs, and leaving them in the different

fiireets to bleed to death and be trampled on by paflengers.

On the iCth September, Emir Gunch Erouan Khan came to confer with the Shah,

and after a promife from the King that he would not conclude peace without hearing

more from the army, he returned to join the Corchi BaOia.

The Turkifh ambaflador appeared again at court with new propofa's. Thefe went,

that the Turks were willing to make peace without reftitution of any conquefts, upon

• This word is conftantly written thus ; it fhould be Yeni cheri, as pronounced in Turkey, the meaning
a new foldier. The Germans not having ih their language the found of rh, fubftitute an /, and pronounce
it Yciiiferi or fari, fpelling it with a J, founded by them as Y with us. Retaining th^ German fpelling, the

word ii coufequently but improperly pronounced by us Janiflary*

8 coaditioa
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rendition only of the annual prefent being fent, or in lieu of it a certa'n qu&ntlty of

fcarlet cloth, fome horfe trappings and other trifles, provided the army were allowed to

return by the road of Maraga and CurdiPan, the country through which they came

being exhaufied, and that the King would furnifh them with a quantity of corn, flraw,

and (hoes for their horfes, with other articles of which they flood in need.

The wary King, while he confented to the tribute, refufed to allow them a paflage

through Curdiftan, and infilled on their return by the fame way they came; upon their

agreeing to which he would fumifli them with the requifite provifions. With this

anfwer the ambaflador returned, accompanied by Bouroun Cafum Bey for the conclu-

fion of peace on thefe terms on th* part of the Serdar.

On the 2oth September, the King being in better humour than on the preceding

days, went without the city to divert himfelf with falcons and other birds, and on this

occahon, fantaftic as he was, he remained feated on the bare ground in the midft of

the fields expofed to the rays of the fun without any covr: nig above his head, but not

forgetting the bottle, and in this pofture made his meal, without any cloth, of a road fowl

which was brought to him, the court feated around him. In the afternoon, we were

informed by the mehimandar that the Turks were advanced on the road from Tebriz

as far as a large town of the name of Scrah, on the road to Ardebil, whither he ap-

peared to advance, while Carchica Bey in purfuance of the Royal orders retired before

them. We were in confequence, to provide againft any treachery, direfted to fend off

cur heavy baggage to the King's camp, referving only a laden horfe called a feiz kane,

that we might be ready to accompany the King at notice with greater difpatch.

On Saturday 2 ad of September, the firfl day of Bairam, or the greater Eafter

feftival of the Mahometans, the King repaired to the mofque, whither the ornaments

of greateft value which had been removed had already been brought back, and where

after prayers the King himfelf ferved out the pilao to the poor.

On Sunday fome Armenian Chriftians, coming from Turkey, who had palTed through

rtie Turkifli army, brought account that the Serdar had received new orders from court,

by which he was commanded to repair immediately to the aflillance of the Porte, about

to be attacked in different quarters by •;he Chriftians; and that Erzerum, through which

they had paffed, was thronged by emigrants flying from Trebifond in confequence of

the ravages committed by the CofTacks on the fliores of the Black Sea.

This news was verified on the return of Cafum Bey with the treaty of peace figned

by the Serdar, who had fent with him not only the fame ambaflTador who had been

twice before with the King, but aifo Gebegi Baflia, a perfon of great authority,

colonel general of the gens d'armerie and artillery, who, with another of no lefs

refpeOability among the Turks, was deputed to ratify the treaty.

Upon the retreat of the Turks, which took place immediately, the King difbanded

thofe of his troops which came from Mazanderan and the Turkmans, and on arrival of

the lall ambaflador publilhed his intention of leaving Ajrdebil for Cazvin ; fo that

many among us, and I of the number, fct forward on the road, not being difpofed to

fubieft mylelf to the inconvenience naturally attendant on the march of the ordu or

King's camp. On the aad Oftober, therefore, I left Ardebil in the evening, merely

to begin the journey, and after travelling half a league halted at a village called Taflc

Kiefen, from the number of ftone-cutters by which it is inhabited.

On the next day, after marching three leagues and a half, I fl:opped at Tagi buyuc,

a village at which I had refted on coming. Tuefday I travelled five leagues, lodging

in the village of Ghivi, at the houfe of a very obliging and extremely agreeable lady.

• ' • "N a ^ Beyond
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Beyond Ghivi the road to Cafvin divides, I took therefore a different one to which
I came, aiid after three leagues on Wednefday pafTed the night in a town called Hoin.

I'hurfday we journeyed through a valley extremely well peopled throughout its whole
extent, and arrived by night at a fmall city called Shial, five leagues from Hoin»

Shial is built on the flope of a mountain, in the narrowed part of the valley, above a

imall river which runs through it; it is, however, fo inconfiderable a place as hardly to-

deferve the title of a city.

We advanced but three leagues in this valley on Friday, owing to our litter being

overturned ; fortunately, however, without any injury either to Madame Maani or the

camel which bee it ; taking up our abode at a caravanferai. On Saturday we con-

tinued our courfc over a difagreeable road, no longer full of mud as that of the

preceding day, but abounding in acclivities, and after journeying almoft three leagues

came to a village beyond the mountains, near which, owing to our camels being ex-

tremely jaded, we reded for the night by the fide of a running ftream, where we law a

number of paftoral Turkmans with their flocks, frightened hither by the din of war
from their province of Ghilan.

On Sunday we merely completed the remainder of the three leagues of the previous

day, Aopping at the firft village we came to, in the territory of Taron, called Derram.
The fucceeding day, while yet here, the King with the whole of the ordu pafled us, the

greater part of the ariny continuing its route, but his Majedy remaining below the vil-

large under tents. On Tuefday the royal houOiold fet off rather late, we following

it at a diftance, travelling for three leagues through a country abounding with cotton ;

from Derram to Cafvin the fields being covered with fcarcely any thing elfe. In the

evening we pitched our tents on the margin of a fmall river, whofe courfe we had fol-

lowed, keeping on its left fide the whole of this and part of the preceding day. We
reached a village called Ibrahim Oba, or Abraham's hut, on WedneWay 31ft o£

Oftober, after having journeyed five leagues.

As travelling along, accompanied by Tochta Bey, Imamculi Mirza, the King's youngeft

fon, who was greatly attached to me, inquired of my people with the baggage to whom
the Utter Sielonged, and learning it was mine, convprfed for fome time with them feated on
the ground, his led horfe with his Seizchane ha\ Hen ill. While thus difcourfing

with two of my men who flopped to anfwer his Jons, he faw a little bitch pafs by
on one of our camels, which, however defpicabie it would have been with us, in Perfia

ferved as a pet, and admired the animal extremely ; finding, however, that hispraifing-

her would not induce the fervants to have the civility of offering ir, he even begged her

of them ; and on her being prefented, not knowing how otherwife to fecure it till he
fhould overtake his baggage, upon his led horfe coming up he unfaftened his garters,

and joining them together he tied one oxtremity rouad the neck of the bitch, and holding

thf oiher in his hand, led her along.

On Thurfday, the firft cf November, we arrived at a fpot where the brivlge which
formerly croffed the river being in ruins, we were obliged to ford it. It is the fame we
pafft'd in going to Ardebil, in the valley of Perddife, and is called Ki^il Uzen, or red

colour, from its flowing over red fand which communicates its colour foinetimes to the

water. This river, to which feveral fmall Itreams are tributary, much increafed in

volume, empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea.

In the evening, on account of my not being (Hfpofed myfelf to ford this river with my
baggage horfes, and making a long tour to pafs it over a bridge, it was late before f

reached my people at a village called Kielle, or head, about half a league beyond the

river, and four good leagues from our lalt place of refting.

Friday
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Friday, the sd ofNovember, after four leagues of road, we arrived at a fmall village

of only four or five houfes, called Kara Tikian Corchi Ba<ha, or the black thorn of the

Bafha of the Corchi, leaving before we came to it the river Shiahrud, 'which falls a

little lower down into the Kizil Uzen, on the left ; having all the while clofe on our

right the mountains of Ghilan, which branch from Mount Taurus.

On Saturday we travelled fix leagues through an extreme narrow valley very un».

pleafantly, on account of the numerous and crooked deiiles we had to pafs, and our being

frequently obliged to ford a fmall dream which winds on a bed of rock and flones. Late

at night we pitched our tents in the neighbourhood of fome peafants' huts, where we
procured provifions and forage for our horfes.

On Sunday, having cleared the defiles of the valley, we entered on a high and level

country, and encamped below a village called Ramuman, only three (hort leagues from
Cafvin, where on Monday we arrived, but found the ftreets fo filthy in cMifequence of

the heavy rains of the preceding night, that our horfes were up to their girths in mud'.

Notwitlmanding the confequent condition of the country, the King, unwilling to turn

the inhabitants out of their houfes, encamped his army on the wet grounds

On Saturday, the 1 7th of November, the King, after having previoufly given audience

to the various ambafiadors from Spain,Mogholi(lan, and Mufcovy, received their prefenta

and given them grand entertainments in the Meidan or fquare at Cafvin, on which oc-

cafion, h being by night, the fquare was illuminated with fuch a profulicni of light as

to make the night vie in fplendour with the day, he left Cafvin to pafs the winter in Fer-

habad, as is iifual with him.. The nobles at court hereupon difperfed each his wayj

excepting a few exprefsly appointed by the King to attend him. For my part, having

caught a cold which brought on a lingering fever, not feeling any difpofition to revifit

Ferhabad, and requiring the comforts of Hil'pahan, I took leave of His Majedy to winter-

in the capital.

Before his departure, however, the King taking umbrage at the Mufcovite prefent,

which among other things comprifed a large number of caiks of brandy, imagining that

they tacitly thereby accufed him of drunkennefs, fent back the chief to the ambalTadorsj

telling them at the fame time that for his part he had not occafion for fo much, and that

as he knew they were ufed to drink deep he was unwilling to deprive- them of what he-

was aware Was fo gratifying to themfelves.

On Tuefday, the 20th of November, I departed' from Cafvin for Hifpahan by the

direft road, which was different to that by which I travelled to Ferhabad, and' as I was.

too weak to undertake the journey on horfeback, I went in the litter.

"We pitched our tents the firft night about three leagues and a half from Cafvin, near

a village in ruins on the road. Wednefday, a little before dawn in the morning, as we
were loading our horfes, I faw for the firft time a comet, the largeft of the tv/o which

have been vifible for two months back. Its form was that of at fcyraitar;

This day we travelled feven leagues, and arrived early in the evening at a village

called Ara Sengh, were we paffed the night, and were jomed by Father Mekhior des

Anges, prior of the Auguftin convent, who had pafled us in the morning on his way
to Ferhabad, on bufmel's with the King refpefting encroaclrmeBts on the part of the

governors of the provinces bordering on Ormus, and- who receiving a courier fhortly

after he pafled us, by which the King had fent orders to thefe governors to defift, and
intimated his intention of examining the affair himfelf on his return to Hifpahan, which
would Ihortly take place ; tlie good Father trod back his fteps. His company and that

of his coKipaaions fo much railed my fpirits, and I found myfelf fo much better, that L
began to mount my horfe again.

On
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On Thurfday we rode fix leagues, and refted at night at a caravanferai ih midft of a

wild uninhabited country.

We travelled eight leagues on Friday, and arrived at night at a fmall city called Sava.

On Saturday, after fording the river called by the name of the city, wc lodged at a •

caravanferai in a defart country called Geuher-abad, five leagues from the place at which

we lafl refted.

• On Sunday night, five leagues beyond, we halted at a caravanferai in the city of Com,
which the author of the Geographical Epitome (Ferrari) maintains was anciently called

Choana, and is a city of Media. I am alfo of his opinion, and believe Media to extend
farther, and even to comprlfe Cafhan, more towards the fouth, and extend to certain

mountains which apparently are its boundaries, although the inhabitants of the country
'

place them in Irak.

Com is a city of middling fize, inferior in population and the number of its houfes to

Caflian, but much fuperior in point of elegance and fituation. We entered the city by
a handfome ftone bridge, which generally is fmall, but very wide when fwollen by the

rains dcfcendiag from the mountain. Near the bridge is a handfome mofque; its

ftreets* and bazars are good ; its fquare large and very fpacious, although not of a regular

or proportionate figure ; in Ihort, the whole city appeared to me commodious and
handfome.

We remained in this city the whole of Monday to reft our hearts, and finding my-
felf much better I indulged myfelf with melons and cucumbers, which here are excellent.

On Tuefday we travelled four leagues only, and palled the night at a wretched cara-

vanferai, dependant on a village called Sifin. On Wednefday night we reached Caflian,

feven leagues from Sifin. On the road I was much inconvenienced by the cold and
violence of the wind, notwithltanding the fur drefles I wore. Here we took up our
abode at the King's caravanferai, fituatcd in the fuburbs of the city.

Sunday, Father Melchior being fummoned to Ferhabad by the ambaflador, we parted,

he towards that place and I for Hifpahan, travelling by night fix leagues, and flopping

two hours before dawn at a caravanferai called Kogia Cafuni Natanzi.

Monday night we journeyed eight leagues ; reftiiig in the morning at a caravanferai

in the neighbourhood of the royal garden called I'egiabad. Thence, the next night, to

the caravanferai Lala Bey, eight leagues ; and on Wednefday night, after the like dif-

tance, came to a town called Berian, only one league from Hifpahan. Here I took

repofe for a while, fending forward to advife of my arrival, that the King's officers

might appoint me a refidence, that which I before had being occupied by the Spanifli

ambaifador.

The houfo we were to dwell in being ready, I repaired to it on Saturday the 8th of

December, when, taking to my bed, I was connned to the i6th, recovering my ftrength

afterwards by degrees, io that with the new year of 1619 1 found myfelf in good fpirits

and health.

In this interval the Armenian Chriflians of Chiolfa repaired to Ferhabad to make
certain prefents to the King •, he, as they had been given to underftand, being difpleafed

at the length of time fince they had made their laft. One of thefe, on his return on the

13th of February, informed me that at prefent Ferhabad contains 40,000 houfes belonging

to Armenians, 1 3,000 to Georgians, 7,000 to Jews and to Mahometans from the pro-

vinces of Shirwan, Ghilan and other countries, 25,000, and thefe exclufive of thofe

inhabited by the attendants of His Majefty and perfons belonging to the court. I

meatioa this that you may form an idea of the brilliant beginning of this city, founded
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by force, and fome computation of its probable extent ihould it flourifli, which is

problematic after the death of Shah Abbas.

With the relation of two curious matters I fliall conclude my long letter. The one,

that although I have but feven women fervants and fome few men, we fpeak with cor-

rectnefs in our houfe ten different languages. I fay fo many are fpoken perfedlly feparate

from fcveral others with which we are partially acquainted. The languages fpoken are

the Latin, Italian, French, Spanifli, modern Greek, the Turkifli, Arabic, Perfian,

Georgian, and Armenian. I confefs, however, that I alone am mader of the Latin,

Frencn, Italian, and Spanifh ; but feveral fpeak the fix others, and not one of my people,

is there but underflands at leaft three or four. 1 myfelf comprehend, in meafure, the.

whole, except the Georgian and Armenian, of either of which I have little knowledge.

I'he other curious matter, which relates to furgery or natural hiftory, and what I cer-

tainly ought not to omit mentioning, is the punifliment inflicted on fuch as commit rapes

or iodomy, which is fimilar to that ufed in ancient times in Egypt, according to

Diodorus Siculus, and confills in the amputation of the olfcnding parts. Strange as this

operation, the culprit never dies in confequence, but is cured fpeedily by the application

of aflies alone. "^

The Vizier of Mazanderan, who was my mehimandar at Forhabad, underwent this

chaftifement moft wrongfully, as he protefted to me. The King being informed that

he had carried off a young boy from a certain part of which he was governor, in order

to fet an example to bis other minifters and governors, fentenced him to undergo the

law, which took place and left him deprived of manhood. A young wife he had was

fo much chagrined on the occafion, that fhc left his haram in fearch of another more
ufeful companion, but one of more mature years compenfated for her lofs by her unre-

mitted fidelity and kindnefs to him.

Soon, however, as the knife had done its office, it was difcovered that he had been

falfely accufed ; in confequence of which the King was greatly hurt, and ordered the

tendereft care to be had ot him, that he (hould have alhes applied, and be kept in a dark
apartment for feveral days. At length he recovered his ftrength, but not what he had

loft. This fame vizier, while I was at Efcref, fentenced to a fim.'lar punifliment a young
man who was one of his domeftics, and charged with having viulnted a fingle woman.
What is remarkable, when this operation is efFeftcd on grown-up pcrfons, it does not

caufe them to lofe their beard.

llifpahan, 22d Aprils "1619.

About to clofe my letter, it has occurred to me that I ought to inform you of a mat-

ter I have omitted. The Perfians obferve no order in fighting ; the different khans,

fultans, or captains, appointed by the King or the generaliflimo, mixing their fuzileers with

their bowmen and fuch as fight with lances indifcriminately. And fairly may we fay of

the Perfian archers, that they retreat rather than run away ; for, fimilar to their ancef-

tors, the Parthians, they turn their back to the enemy as they draw the bow to (hoot

with greater power, the fuzileers copying them, after having fired their piece.

In their march they keep no ranks, but each goes as he pleafcs, uniting in a body only

when in fufpefted places, or in the neighbourhood of the enemy's army. The baggage

and the women are placed in the rear when nigh the foe on advancing, and on retreat

precede the army.
.

'

I have in my garden here among other articles fome yellow jefliimine, the leaves of

which are larger and thicker than thofe of our common jeflamine, in other refpeds the

plant is the fame. I am uncertain if this be or not a curious thing in Italy j if you ffiould

- - . think

m
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think It lb, I will forward you fotne of the feed in a letter. Yell w rofos are atfo fre>

quent in all the gardens of Hifpahan, fimilar in their leaves and (ha^e of the flower to

common rofes, btUt differing in fragrance, the fmell of them being far from plcafant.

r-t K

;

LETTER VL

' THIS letter being chiefly filled with a dcfcription of the triumphal entry of Shah
Abbas the Greut into Hifpahan, of the fplcndid entertainments given by him to the '

various ambafladors at his court, and matters relatmg rather to hillory than an account

<tf travels, is fuppreflfcd.

LETTER VIL

IN this the author gives the propofals of Spain for a traffic in filk with PerHn, and a
portrait of Madame Maani, two matters which, as uninterefting to the reader, are

pafled over.

LETTER Vm.

Hifpai.an^ ^h April, 1620.

IN the middle of November laft I changed my abode, a matter which is common
with the King's guefts, as fuits their convenience or occurrences ; the houfe in which
I dwelt before not belonging to the King, but being rented by him, the owner wiflicd

to repoflefs it, and as two houfes in the neighbourhood of where I formerly lived had been

vacated by the Spanifli ambaflador, I agreed with the mehimandar to remove to one of

them, in which I am now.

On the 2 1 il of November I was witnefs to a circumftance here as extraordinary as it

was inhuman. Certain differences arifmg among the Jews of Hifpahan, they accufed

each other before the King. In particular, three Rabbins were falfely charged with being

addided to magic and other flagrant crimes, one of them being faid to pofTefs a letter

which, on any one reading, either by virtue of poifon or witchcraft, caufed his death.

Whether the inculpations were merited or not, judging by the event they fliould

have had foundation, as the culprits were ordered for execution ; the fentence of the

King being, that they fhould be cxpofed to dogs, kept by him purpofely for de«

vouring cnminals of this defcription and nation, held in contempt by the Mahome*
tans, and treated as infidels. His Majefty, however, propofed to them the ufual altema-

live of becoming Muflulmen, after the furious animals were brought into the fquare.

Except one, the reft were fo much intimidateil that ihey readily accepted the koran ; Aba,
for that was the name of the one conftant in his religion, braved death in preference to

apoftacy, and was torn in pieces by the furious beafts, invoking to the laft, in his

agonies, the name of God and the founder of his law.

in order to difplaythe difference which exifts between the violent and barbarous govern-

ment of this country and that more mild and civilized under which we live in Kurope,

lOiall relate an incident which occurred at court towards the clofe of laft December.
Lala Bey *, the King's treafurer, his firft minifter and intendant over all matters

relative to merchandife, attending him one day at his lev^r, on account of having

* The ftory of Ali Dcy of thf Ajchbifhnp of Cambrav, in the fablet compofed by him (or the ufe of

itlM Dauphia of Fnocc, is taken from the latter pert of thit relation.

5 neglcfted
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nepleftcd to forward certain afFairs with which he was entrufted, and liaving failed in

attention to Tlis Majefty's orders, the King was fo highly enraged as to (Irike him with

a ftick which he had in his hand, and not content witn this, direfted the porters to

beat )iim, which they did fo unmercifully as to leave him for dead. Abbas, not willing,

however, to lofe a man who was fo neccffary to hira, caufed him to be taken up and cur-

ried homo, whither he fent his own phyficians, with attendants, ordered to keep watch

over him conflantly, that he might not, in defpair, commit any violence on himfelf.

Shortly after, on his being cured of his bruifes, he was taken into perfefk favour with

the King, and ferved him afterwards conflantly with fidelity, forgiving and forgetting

the difgracc to which he had been expofed. This man is of mean origin, a Curd by

birth, and was f« poor when taken into the fervice of the Shah, that the thread-bare

drefs he wore formed all his fortune. This, however, he preferves with the utmoft

care, that it may conflantly remind him of his priftine (late. At prefent he is extremely

rich and powerful, and when told by the courtiers around him, that the King may fome

day call him to account, his anfwcr is, " he knows nothing of accounts, and lias none

to render to the King ; that all that he poirt'lTes has been derived from the employments

with which His Majelty has honoured him, and all confequently belongs to his mafler.

The Shah," adds he, *' may take the whole when he will, and leave me again to refume

the humble habit I flill keep by m?, and which I formerly wore." Thus does he turn

the fneers of the courtiers into ridicule, while the King has implicit confidence in him,

which he is reputed honeftly to deferve.

The Mahometans in Perfia celebrated, on the 15th of February, a feftival, called

Isfend, from the name of a plant which makes its appearance the firfl of any, and is

confidered the harbinger of fpring. This feflival is not appointed by the lunar but the

folar year, on the day when the fun enters the twenty-fifth degree of Aquarius.

And now, as for what regards me individually, 1 have again changed my place of

abode, being dilfatisfied with the houfe in which I pafl'ed the Ipring, on account of its

being gloomy and dull ; and rather than be fubjeft to change continually, to which the

guefts of His Majefty are liable, I have hired one, with which I am greatly pleafed, for as

long a time as I choofe to keep it. This houfe is handfome, cheerful, well planned in

point of convenience,- and has attached to it a beautiful garden, through which flows

a running fti'eam which fupplies a refervoir in the audience chamber. The garden has

a raifed efplanade of a bow Ihot in length, built very neatly of brick, where I walk to

(ludy, as I prefer the open air to tuc houfe. The houfe, moreover, has an interior

apartment in the fliape of a crofs, 1 1; ined by four handfome rooms, furmounted by a
high and noble dome, by which the light is admitted, fo that the rays of the fun penetrate

but oblifluely, and do not reach below. The Paromifades, which I take to be the

people of the prefent Zabelillaun at the extremity of this empire, according to Diodorus,

were accuftomed to build their houfes in this manner ; that is to fay, with arched

domes, with only one hole in the middle of the dome as a paflage for the fmoke and
entrance for the light. The Perfians of the prefent day build moft of their houfes in

this manner. On the roofs are terraces, affording profpefts of the country without

expofure to any one. In fhort, I am delighted with my new acquifition. The garden

is full of trees, fome planted for the fake of their foliage, others for their fruit, of flowers

and plants to pleafe the fenfes and ferve as well for food.

With this I fliall finifh my letter, faluting you cordially and all our mutual friends,

wifliing you health and profperity.

vol.. IX. LETTERS
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LETTERS IX. X. XI. and XII. -

THESE letters fimply comprife a hiftory of the politics ami events of the times, coU

le£ted in various records, or matters merely perfoaal to the author.

•
*

LETTER XIII.

THIS is replete wholly with a paii'.'gyric on Shah Abbas the Great.

LETIER XIV.
From nipa/jattf i^th Sept. 1621.

I MAY fay with St. jL'roine, that my wilhos are completed ftnce I have received ymir

letter of the 37th of Nov. 1620, which to me hua been a moll refrolhin^ l)overage after

two years of third. As for the drugs and medicaments of which your f iend complains that

I am fllent, it aflonilhes me, as I have repeatedly writren to him that no one here knows
any thing of Amomum, not even in Media wh-.-re it is reputcil to grow. A^ for Hama-
ma, the druggifts are ignorant of the plant, and fell nothing that bears limilitude to it

in name but a certain feed of which I fent you a fpecinien from Uagdad, in i6i 6, together

with thofe of other drugs, without ever receiving any mention of them from you in

return. I have likcwife fent to our friend Horace a fiuall bag of the flowers of the bid-

mufk or the muik-tree, as common in Perfia ns it is rare in Europe, the appellation of

which is given on account of its fragi Miit, mulk-like llavour. I fend him the ripe flowers

on account of the grain being fo very light and delicate as to be difHcult of prefervation

when feparated from its envelope. I kifs your hands.

LEITER XV.
S/jiraz, 2\Ji OHobcr 1621.

AFTER repofmg a while from the fatigue incident on the jounioy to this place,

where we obtained a reception from the Englifli in their factory, I cannot refrain from
prefenting my refpeds, and imparting to you the curiofnies wliich we noticed on our
way hither from Hifpahan. I fliall, therefore, premife what 1 luve to f;iy with inform-

ing you, that, having lonie time before taken my leave of Mis Miijedy, I cuildnot pre-

fume to appear in any public place while he was prelent, and had no further bufinefs

there than to prepare for iiiv travels.

On Friday, therefore, the ill of Odobcr, our baggage and cattle being gone before,

and awaiting us on the high-road to Shiraz, fhaded by trees without the gates of the city,

we proceeded to join them, after taking U ave of our friends ; and thai night travelled

four leagues, flopping at a town or caHlccalled I luiVeinabad, where we met wuh indiff"erent

fare. When the places at which we fliouKl llop might not be comfortable, we propofed

fleeping under our tents in the open country. We had likewife provided nccefl'ary drelTes

for our horfes, after the fafliion ot il ofe ufed in the King's camp ; which, as I do not

recolleft ever to have ir^ntioiieJ, I (hall take this occafion of defcribing.

The horfes are coiifLntly kept expofed to tiic open air, as well by ni;;ht as by d.iy,

provided, however, againlt the weath-.r, and particularly in winter, n)t cmly by a cloth

as with us, but alfo by an over-cloth, which is thick and m.ide of hair", dilled a fhawl,

which keeps them warm, and preferves them from the air, rain, and even fnow, fhould

it chance to fall. They fct apart a fpace of tolerable large fize proportionate to the

number of horfes, which they broom and clean very neatly. In this they are tied one by
the fide of the other, in the fame mamier as we ai-e wont in our llables, to a rope of fuffi-

cient length, fallened tight to two flakes of iron at each end, driven fomc depth into

the
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the pround, leaving the halter by which they are tied of fufficient length ftt allow them

the liberty ot" moving in rncdom. To ki-'cp tlicin quiet, and prevent their committing

any violence, they are t'aftcncd by the two hind feet to a cord, wliich divides into two

branctu's, with a nook, at each end tor the infertion of the feet, of fufficient length to

allow of their laving clown aiul (landing at eiife. 'I'h's method they always follow in

their (bbks at homo alio ; and is of Inch ancient pradice as to have fxilled in the time

of Cyrus, according to Xenoplion. Inlk-ad of making a bed of ftraw for them, they

fift fand or dull. I'hcy are not fulTircd to feed from the ground, the cuftom of keep-

ing their neck ccmiinually bent making them heavy-hcadi-d, but they put their feed in

a large bag, which is fadcncd tvi the neck of each horfc, as is done by our carmen and

coachmen at Rome. The food they give ther.i in this bag confids of corn, bran, and

chopped ilravv ; the corn is barley, as no oats grow in Perlia : in May they feed them

on grafs and grocn barley. They arc remarkable in this o uintry for a ufage uncommon
with us, btii v\liich it m'glit be well to ibllow. The lirll qutftion afked on buyin^ a

horfe of any one is, the quantity of food it has been accuflomud to ; and the realon

they give is, th '.t if they were to exceed the proper quantity, which is in proportion to

its riic<' and coutlifion, it would create humours, fwollen legs, and render the animal

unfervictabl. . When worked, they augment the portion given at other times. The
Pcrfians diil'tr from us likewiie in this particular : they ufe the fame kind of bit for all

their horfv-s alike ; it is a kind of badard faallle, and the only ditlerence between one

another is in its fize, wliich is fuited to the mouth of the horfe. They make ufe of no

curb, but with tlio limple fiuiille break in and manage their animals witli the greateft

dexterity, even in full gallop on the mod flippery ground, and defcending the ileepeft

precipices without fear of their Humbling ; taking no pains as we do to make them hold

their head ereft with their neck arched like the rainbow.

The natural fwiftncfs of the horles of this country, and their fmall doe-like head,

ftand in lieu of all the kiTons of the riding-fchool. To make them go, neither fwitch

nor fpur is neceflary ; in'.lead of thefe every horfeman is provided with a whip, much
fnaller than thofo uled by pollillions vvith us, and nrade of twifled cord of parchment

with a filk la(h at the end ; with wlin.h upon their touching them behind, they dart

forward with as much celerity as if you drew blood with a fpur: fome perfons, indeed,

fix a fmall fliarp piece of iron in the heel of the boot, but all arc ]KTfecUy free from the

incumbrances with which our feet are loaded to fallen on the Ipur. The faddles are

of the Turkifli or Arabian falliion, of wood covered with leather or velvet without any

ftuf;ing, and are confequently very hard and unpleafant. Thefe faddles are, however,

nfed only by a certain few, confiding of old people and perfons attached to ancient

modes. The cavalry ufe the Htddles common to the Ufbeck Tatars, as being

more commodious. Thefe are covered with a good pad, and made in a fanciful

manner, very high in front and behind, fo that the rider may turn with great fwiftnefs

without any danger of being unladdled. I'hey have, moreover, the advantage of being

much lighter, neater, and not near fo awkward as ours. Perfia abounds fo plenteoufly

in horfes, that the bed I had, and which I ufed as a war horfe, coft no more than thirty

fequins (15I. derling), faddle and bridle included : another, I gave feven fequins for it

inthe market at llilpahan, and it ferved me in the regiment for more than a year, after

which I made prefent of it to my brother-in-law, who took it with him to Uagdael.

Although thefe horfes cod little, they are fo excellent that I am entirely weaned fron\

my partiality for thofe of Naples or Rome. There are few among them very hij^^h

nv very Itrong, and dill f.^wer race-horlls, as they are not folicitous of increafmg the

breed of thefe, priocipally confining themfelves to the uieful breed, full of Ipirit,

o 3 capable
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capable of bearing fatigue, and fit for the faddlc. They have {»nong them fonie trained

to canter, the noilrils of wluch arc very wide to facilitate rcfpiration ; thefo will kopp

continually the fame pace for fcven or eight leagues at a (Iretch, without fatiguing the

rider in the flighteft degree. A trained horfe of this defcription colls from eigntcea

to twenty fequins.

On Saturday evening, ad Odober, after rcfling below the village of Hufleinabad, the

moon being up, we continued our journey, bending our courfe dircdly fouth, and on
Sunday by day-break, after travelling five or fix leagues in the night, we (lopt at a

caravanferai near a village called Mehiar. Two hours after funfet we fet off, accom<
panicd by Ghulainali, a Mahometan courier in the fervice of the Portugucze, who over-

took us on the roail, going cxprefs from our monks to Ormus, .ind was tljredcil to ferve

me as a guide •, and after five or fix leagues, the fun being rifen to fome height, wc
halted at the caravanferai of a large town called Comfhti, till three hours after night-

fall, when wc departed. On Tuefday, journeying eight leagues by moon-light, we reiled

in a garden in the niidd of u town with a caftle called Amcnabad. Soon as the moon
rofe on the following night we mounted our horfes anew, travelling this day no more
than four leagues on account of there being no place where we could halt, except at a

great defiance from the village at which we flopped, called Izdkaft, (or God's will.)

This village or town is (ttuated in the opening of a fmall mountain, in a low and con-

fined fituation, inclofed by rocks on the weft and north, and cxpofed to the eaft and
fouth winds. We rcfumed our progrefs at the clofe of day, and after eight leagues

difmounted at the village of Dehighirdu, or the village of walnut-trees j fo named from

thci abundance of them about the place. Here, under the (hade of four large trees in

the midft of the court of the caravanferai, we fpent the day. After fupping, we went

no more than two leagues to the town of Kufkizer, at which we arrived on Friday

morning, a little before dawn. Here we faw a number of houfes inhabited by Georgians

and CircafTians, fent hither by the reigning fovereign, in addition to thofe belonging to

the natives of the province. At a league beyond this town we crofied a handfome
bridge over a finall river, which bears the name of the laft town . The Perfians and
Turks call certain open buildings ereded in a garden or on an eminent fituation, Kouik,

or Kiofck, from one of whicii this town takes its name, Kufkizer, fignifying the golden

Kiolk. Our place of rell on Saturday morning was at the village of Albas, at the foot

of a mountain, near a rivulet which falls from its fides. On this mountain is a large

garden furroundtti by walls and planted thick with poplars. Near the fame village is a

caftle built on an eminence furrounded by two incloluresof walls, the one at the fum-
mit, the other at the foot of the hill. Thefe walls, fimple curtains joined to outwon-ks

by lines of connnunication of no grtat ftreiigth, and moitly in ruins. The ditches are

full of water, .nnd their banks covered with large willows, which form a handfome
crown for the caftle, and ferve to give Ihade to the plain, in which are a number of

Circaflian and Georgian dwellings, as will here as iu all the neighbouring towns.

We left the village of Albas three hours after night had ail'umed its reign, and
travelling four leagues reached a caravanferai, not yet wholly completed, in a town
called Ugian, the revenue of which is fet apart lor the maintenance of the fepulchre of

an ancient Prince of the Blood Royal, called Scid Ahmed, who died as he was palling

through this place. This Prince was a Ion of Shah Soft ; he founded a perpttuai

eftablifliment for travellers, who are received and maintained here gratuitoufly.

Here we were ferved with an excellent loup, and a fowl cooked in a much better

manner than at Ardebil. Ugian is called by the inhabitants Ardebil the Lefs. The
building it a fliort diilancc from the village, ami has a garden walled-in for the

benefit
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benefit of the guaniians of the tomb ; the caravanrcrai is in the middle between the

village and the fcpulchre, which is not fiiperb, confilling only of a fmatl dome raifed on

pillars, and fome other pieces of architedure. Hence we did not depart till midnight,

waiting for the moon riling to have light on our way through the mountsuns, which

was difficult and dangerous. By favour of the moon we travcrfed the remainder of the

plain and pafled the mountain, in doing which we A^ere irequcnily obliged to difnuuint.

By dawn of day we reached its oppofitc foot, in a fpot venerable among the Mahometans

as the place of fepulture of their Imauns, called linaunzadci Ifmail ; after which we
entered a narrow valley three or four leagues in length, inclofed by mt)untains, and

having completed altogether fix or ftven leagues, arrived in the afternoon at a large

town called May in, inhabited by CircalHans and natives of the country. Here, how-

ever, finding only a finall ruinated caravanferai full of people, we were obliged to pafs

on and encamp in a plain near a large garden. On our road over the mountain and

through the plains I remarked a number of piftachio-trees, which I had millakcn for

turpentine-trees. They are called by the Arabs batoin ; by the Turks chiaclacuchi. I

diftinguilhed likewife other plants, which from their roots lend up a number of green,

long and feparate Ihoots, Uronger and more ftiffthan the rufhes of which we make
mats, and which produce a kind of bitter almond. The almonds, however, I did not

fee, as it was not their fruit''ig feafon. The following night we rofe with the moon a

little before day, and continued our journey by a condant and almofl imperceptible

afccnt for three leagues, attaining at length the fummit of a plain by half an hour after

noon, and reaching the banks of a river which '! jws from north to fouth, over which is

a bridge of brick, which, notwithdanding it be old, and the parapets at its fides in a

Hate of decay, is yet call Puli New, or New Bridge. This river is called Kur, retaining

to our days thus the name of Cyrus, which is Kur with a Latin termination. On the

banks of this river was it, according to Strabo, that Cyrus, when an infant, was expofed,

and received his name from the place where he was left, rather than that where he

was born, which was at Agradat. After paffing the Kur, (which there is no doubt

is the fiune as the Araxis mentioned by Diodorus and Quintus Curtius, fince it flows

near Perfepolis, that there is none other deferving of the name of river, and that

Araxis, in the ancient language of the country fignificd the river ; fo, perhaps, flyled

by way of eminence,) we reded at a houfe by itfelf, inhabited by a family which receives

paffengers. li.fore we croHod the bridge we perceived on the caftern bank, oppofite

to us, two large rocks, on the fummit of which formerly were two caftles built of the

ftone hewn from their bafcs, the neare/^ of which to the bridge was called Calaai Sakt

(the ftrong callle^, the other Calaai Shckifktc (the ruined caftle). The banks of the river

are covered with certain trees refembling our juniper, a fort of cedar of Lebanon, but

finaller, called by the Perfiansghiz, the wood of which is very handfome ; as, however,

thefe trees grow to nofize in this country, it is not adapted for any large cabinet-woik,

and ferves only for gunltocks. Quintus Curtius, indeed, relates that the palace of Perfe-

polis was built of cedar, and on that account was fo foon conlumed when fet on fire

by Alexander ; which if the cafe, Perfia muft then have prodr.ced cedars of large fize :

fuch, however, grow there no more. The remainder of the day we palTod under the

(hade of thefe trees, and the following night in the houfe. 'I'he next day at dawn, the

1 ^th of Odober, leaving the high road to Shiraz, we repanid the Puli new, and followed

the courle of the river towards ihoi'e famous ruins called Cheliil minar or the forty

columns, the illuftrious remains of the ancient Perfepolis, which I fo ardently and fo

long had wiflicd to fee, and to reach which required but little divergency from our

road towards the ealL After proceeding for four leagues in this diredion, and pafling

a fmall
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a fmall river called Pelevar, which flows from north to fouth, and which empties Itfclf

into the Kur, (irft watering one of the moll beautiful and fertile countries in Perfia, and
worthy of the large and flourifliing city it formerly contained, we arrived on the fpot at

two o'clock in the afternoon, where we pitched our tents on the margin of a rivulet,

refolved to take a minute furvey of the curiofities it offered.

Pcrfcpolis, a city celebrated in facred and profane hiflory, was likewife called Ely-

mais, as mc are told in Scripture, in the fixth chapter of the lirft book of the Macha«
bees, and the ninth chapter, book fecond, where it is defcribcd und(T both names.

Some, iiidcecl, contend that Shiraz, the capital of Perfia Proper, or Farfiftan, iS the

fame with Perfcpolis, but certainly fuch ar^.' in error, Shiraz not being a city of iiacient

ioundatuiii, and, moreover, being ten parafangs or leagues diftant from thcfe ruins, in

a ft)uth wi'ftcrn diredion, which iiidil'putably was the fite of that ancient city. Their
pofition is in a beautilnl and wide-extciulirg plain of a round figure, encircled ahnoft on
every fulf by fmall hills in form of an amphitheatre, the diameter of which may be

about four I'.ngues. At the extremity of this plain, which we crofird from the eaft,

the ruins are difccrnible, at the foot of the mountain on which according to Diodorus
the Royal PaIac(>of Cyrus was built, with this exception, that Diodorus ftates it to have

been builr at four pK'thrrs (four hundred feet according to fome) from the mountain,

Avhercas tlie ruins are innnediately contiguous to its bafe. The term Minar applied to

thclb niiMS by the Perfinns is from the refemblance of the columns to certain towers of

that n: !.je, whence in Mahometan cities the hour is called to fuinmon the pec^ple to

piMvors ; the term chchil meaning forty, which was, no doubt, the number of the

columns flaiiding at the time the appellation was origiually given. Thele ruins front

the plain tcwaidsthc weft, and have at the back of tiieiu the mountain towards the

tall. From the remains it is inipoflible to comprehend what was the furm or extent of

the buililing, as well on account of its ruinated Ihue as the delliiution on the part of

the inhabitants of the neighbom-hood of any hiflory which might throw light in pafl

times. It might have been either a temple or a palace; but I am rather induced to

conjedure it to have been a temple. I Ihall, however, give as good a delcription of it

as I can, and aflign the reafons for my opinion.

At the foot of the mountain, called by the inhabitants of the country v..uh i rahmet,

or the Mountain of Mercy, and bv the ancients, according to Dioilorus, the Royal

Mountain, turning your back on the plain and the wed, and fronting th • mountain and

the ealt, you lie before you two large marble (laircafes, one of which fronts the fouth,

the oppofue one the north, both exaClly limilar. Theie Uaircaies are thirty feet wide, and

deep after the manner of the Perfians ; the wall for the fupport of them terminating

in a point, and rifing a foot above each Hair. I'.aeli Hair is a feot and a half bro;,d, and

three or four fiiigeis' breadth in lieighr ; fevi'nieen nf them alone are fingle b!()ckR.

I'.ach ftaircafe has two flights, the one higher and broader than the other ; the fecond

flight of that which fronts the i'outh facing the north, and that of its oppofue the reverfe
;

and ihefe two up])er flights are uncovered and feparated from each other by a wall of

large lb ncs, wh'ch fupnorts both the one and the other. In one of the fn-R flights

there might be ;;bout hlty-tliree Heps; I lav about, for b( ing bn)kcn it was ia^poflible

to count th' in exadly. At ilie funimit of this il.;;ht is a I;;rge landing-place, fquare and

proj ortioneil in fize to the flaircale ; this, with th • walls and the whole of the edifice, is

of huge bh'tks, hard and wll p'lliihcd, and calctdated, as Diodorus ol)lerves,- to lall

i'or ever. It ;ppiared to me, however, to be ratlicr built of Itained uiaibl> than

white ; althongii that of the ff:iir,v approached very acariy to black. In the fecond

flight I reckoned about fuiiy-eight llairo, and at 'he top I came to a kiml of large even

lo fijuare,
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fquare. In the midft of which I perceived the ruins of a building. I was unable to

comprehend whether or not this was a grand and fiipeib corridore, with a porch or

veftibule leading to lonie other ap;utiuent of this edifice, as there was no vedige of any

fuch remaining. The firfl objefts wliich prefcnted themfelves were two monflers with the

body of a horle, and the head of a man. The body was, as it were, barbed over with

mail, like the flat heads of large nails, reprefenting the iirmour of iron plates related by

Quintus Curtius to have been worn by the horfes in the army of Darius. Ihe head,

from which depended a large beard and long hair, was covered with a handfnme round

cap with a flat top to it, lurniounted by a large round ball. Thefe animals had wings

rciembling thofe given to griffins, and their faces were turned towards the top of the

flairs. On their fhouldcrs they upheld a large ilone wall, as thick as the breadth of

their back allowed, fo that thefe monlters were merely the fupporlers of two walls, on

the top of which whether there were any other figures or pieces of architcfture I could

not diiUnguifli. The fize of thefe mongers was proportionate to their bafe, which was

twenty-eight of my feet,and the diftunce from each other lefs than the length of that bafe.

Behind thefe were four llraight columns oppofite to each other, of fimilar proportions

and at equal diftance, two by two, the fame as the monfters ; two of which remain {land-

ing, and two proflrate on the ground. Beyond thefe columns are two other monfters

funilai 'y 'lifpofed to the former, but with a varying afpedl, their looks being diredled to

the mountain and their backs towards the columns, enclofed as it were by the four

monflers ; whence one may readily conjecture, that this was the fiteof the buildmg

fupported by thefe four monfters, two at each extremity, and the four columns in the

middle. Neverthelefs there is no mark of there having ever been any ft^ry above,

or even any covering. The fquare or" expanfe in midft of which thefe monflers are

placed is very extenfive, and terminates with the mountain, fothat as it could fpread no

farther towards the eaft, the remainder of the building flretches towards the fbuth in

maimer following : From the middle of this large pla:e going to the fouth, I dilcovered

on the left a large fquare refervoir of marble even wiih the floor, which polfilily ferved

to hold water to wafli with, each fide of it was about twenty-four feet long, two palms

in thicknefs, and feven feet in depth. Farther on, I came to another double Ihiircale,

likewite of marble, by which you afccnded fnr.n eai'l o weft, and from weft 10 call, each

of them of thirty-one fteps, not quife fo large but little fmaller than the iirlt. This
double flaircafe is in the middle of the front of an interior apartment of greater extent

than the flaircafe, fo that there is a C'lnfidciiible vacancy beyond at the foot of the fbiirs

along the wall, which fcrves for titeir lupport. In this fpace, which by a diviiion is

feparated into two rows, one above the other, on both fides are fevcral figures in pro-

ceilion, all of them having their faces direcl-'d towards the flairs, as if about to afocnd

and enter the houfe. Before the double ftaireafe, in a large fpace, which I'ecms a frontii-

picce worked betwc.'en the two flaircafes, were other figures in relief, of much greater

ii/,e, conlufedly grouped together without divifion. 'I'ime, which Ipares nothing, had
levelled with the ground, and prevented all relVnrch into what they could have been.

I was alfo at lofs to comprehend what was reprefented by the proceflion of the other
fi'fures, but conceived them meant to pourtray the pomp of a facridce, (particularly

fliould this liiperb edifice, as I conje(n;ure, have been a temple,) the fuite of a triumph,

or a King defirous of fhewing himielf uitli magnificence, as Xenophon defciibes Cvrus
to hive done at his departure, or poflibly the order and pageantry ufed in making rre-

fents, as mentioned by Klian to have been anciently the praclice, and as is the culluni

now. Whichlbever it may be, the figures are ranged in this manner at the two extre-

nuiics of this front. That towards the eaft, as well as that to the wcllward, is the figure

of
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of a large lion tearing to pieces another great animal, which on cc fide is a unicorn,

•and on the other a wild goat, if my memory ferve me truly. Near the lion is a long

infcription, which fills the whole fpace of the wall from the greateft height of thefe

figures to the bottom; as, however, the characters arij utterly unknown, no one has

been able to tell the language in which they were written. All that I can fay, is, that

they are of prodigious fize, not joined together to form a word, but feparate like the

Hebrew charaders, and farther apart, which makes me conceive that each charafter is

a diftinft word. I have copied from among them, five of thofe which mod fre-

quently occur in the beft manner 1 was able. As, however, the lines were completely

filled, I was unable to afcertain whether thi-y were written from right to left after the

eartern manner, or the contrary as we are wont. The five chiraciers which I copied

are thus formed.

The fecond is compofed of four figures of fimilar Ihape, wedge formed or pyramidal,

three of them perpendicular with the point downwards, and tiie fourth beneath them
horizontal : I am induced to believe they were read from left to right, after our manner
from the bafe being at the left, the point towards the right, and ihe point always being

downwards; the fame appears in the fourth character, compofed of a fingle pyramidal

figure floping from left to right, and likewife in the finall wedge-like figure in the

middle of the third character. If it be ohjeded that the pyramidal figure may begin

from the point and not the bafe, in anfwer it may be alTumed, that if ib, the point fliould

begin at the top, and not the bafe as is the cafe in every inflance ; unce in all characters

their beginning, the head, is univerfally from the upper and not the lower part. Thefe,

however, are merely conjeftures of mine, which poflibly may be wrong. I have further

remarked, that all thefe charafters are compofed of the fame wedge-like figures, and
angular ones of a much fmaller fize, and that the number and pofition of thefe alone

conftitute the diverfity of the letters. After this infcription the perverfion of the fraall

figures in relievo fucceeds, fome of which reprefent men of low condition, being meanly

clad with long pantaloons like thofe worn on the ftage, and their finall caflfock fitting

clofe to the wailt, where it is faftened by a band, and hiinging in folds and increafing

in width below to the middle of the thigh, forming altogether a drefs which clofely

refembles that of the inhabitants of the province of Mazanderan of the prefent day, as

well as that of the people who inhabit the fea coaft. The coftume of thefe portraits how-
ever differs from the drefs of the prefent day in this refpect : the figures have long hair

and beards, and in lieu of a turban the head is encircled by a narrow band almod
refembling the ancient crowns worn by the Emperor of Rome. Thefe men alfo carry

a large ftaft' fomewhat refembling a half pike, which is not borne on the Ihoulders, but

upright, the point upwards. In the other hand they hold various other things; fome,

inftrumcnts of mufic, round and compofed of two circles, almoft refembling the brace-

lets of our women ; others bafkets of fruit, meat and round balls ; fome, again, are

Wading two lambs or flieep with crooked horns, and others a camel, an afs, a mule, a

bull, a calf, or a horfe. The leading fuch animals makes me conjecture the jiroceflion

reprefents that preparatory to a facriftce ; as moft of them are of thofe formerly

flain as victims by various nations at the altar, and the horfe in particular by the Per-

fians to the fun, as related by Xenophon and many other authors ; and, if the pro-

ceflion of a facrifice, we may fairly conclude that the edifice was a temple. As I ex-

amined the reft of the proceilion, I noticed fome who carried certain hammers in their

hand, and others fomewhat fufpended to their fafh, which terminated in a point behind
and before in form of a triangle, except that the lines were fpherical and not ftraight.

This I apprehend is to reprefciit the (kin of fome animal for holding water, although the

6 ftiape
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fliape of it vary from thofe ufed in Europe now. Others, again, carried large fhlelds

which covered the whole of their body, while fome accompanied on foot carriages

with two wheels drawn by a fingle horfe. Both Xenophon and Quintus Curtius make
mention of thefe carriages confecrated to Jupiter and the fun, and relate that Cyrus

as well as Darius had fuch led before them when they.jtravelled in the country.

Among thefe figures are fome few which appear to be of fuperlor condition to the reft,

who, otherwife dreft in the fame manner, have a kind of a hood narrowing to a point as

low as the middle of the back, and thence defcending to the ground ; while others

wear a fmall pointed cap plaited round ; but the moft remarkable and diftinguilhed

among them have robes which reach to the feet, the lower part of which is in folds,

and a jacket which covers the upper part has fleeves down to the middle of the hand
;

they have moreover a collar round the neck, thus fanftioning the teftimony of Agathias,

who dates fuch to have been worn in his time by principal perfonages among the Medes
and Perfians. At the girdle they wear a dagger, fimilar to the cuftom of the Arabs even

now, the blade of which is broad and curved like a fcythe, the handle clofe to the

breaft. This weapon is undoubtedly the Acinax of thf" Perfians noticed by Horace,

and fome of our ancient authors. Befides this, they have a ftaff in their hand, lefs as a

fupport to their age apparently than a mark of authority, fimilar to that borne by the

field marfhals. One of their number marches before the whole band and leads oa
with the left hand the firft of thofe who follow him with their pointed caps and hoods.

Of thefe who feem the moft diftinguilhed and walk firft towards the top of the ftair-

cafe, leading on the whole proccflion, in addition to the drefs I have defcribed them to

wear, fome have a round cap larger at top than at bottom, and much refembling that

of a Roman fenator, except that it has no rim, being fluted and plaited equally all the

way round to the middle, where the plaits are joined to a button fomewhat prominent at

the top. Befides the pike which they carry in the hand, they have a bow over their

ihoulder, thpugh which the arm pafles, with a quiver full of arrows hanging at their

back. The dreffes of fome have large fleeves flounced after the manner ofthe fliirts of
the Arabs. Between the figures which form the procefllon feveral cyprefs trees

appear at intervals, which only ferve as an ornament, and are of no better exacution

than the perfonages or the animals. The value indeed of this work confifts in the

antiquity of the drefles being correftly reprefented, and the magnificence of the ftone of
which tne building is conftrufled, rather than in the brilliancy of the execution, which
is not by the hand of a mafter.

Afccnding this fecond ftair-cafe, and fronting the fouth, I came on a large floor, at

the entrance of which is a vacant fpac6 which reaches from one extremity of the building

to the other, from eaft to weft, between apparently a portico or fliort ftreet of columns,
of fuch prodigious dimenfions that one could fcarcely be clafped by three perfons.

The chief of thefe are proftrate, no more than five and twenty ftanding on their bafes,

the number of them being much diminiflied fince the name of Chehil minar or forty

pillars was given to this fuperb edifice, that number prefumptively ftanding at the time

it was given. Time, that great deftroyer, has fince then levelled fifteen, the bafes of
which are yet to be difcerned, and is daily undermining thofe which remain. The plan

of them is as follows. In the firft place, at the entrance of this large porch, are two
rows of columns which fill the whole breadth of the front of the edifice from eaft to

weft. A little beyond, towards the fouth, is another empty fpace capable of having

contained two other rows of columns, at proportionate diftance from each other.

The middle contains fix rows of columns running from north to fouth, and two of the

whole breadth placed from eaft to weft, with two others oppofite to them which extend

VOL. IX. p eaftwarj
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rallward to the mountain on (he left, fo that the fix rows in the iniddlo arc enclofed on
four fides ; the diftancc from one column to the other is twenty-fix feet. They
are not all of fimilar diinenfions or elevation, fome being higher than the others, which
makes me conceive that they did not ferve as fupport to a roof, particularly as there

h not the flighted veftige on the floor of any having fallen in. I conclude, therefore,

As it appears to have had no roof, that this edifice cannot reafonably be imagined to

have been a royal palace. Beyond thefe columns towards the fouth you come to a

large place fifty paces in length, where are two apartments, the one on the right hand
fronting the plain, the other on the left towards the mountain. In the entrance of that

on the right is a fmall marble court : neither of them properly fpeaking are chambers^
but fquare open apartments without any roof and enclofed not by walls but door and
window frames of marble, fo difpofed that each face of the fquare has a large door in the

middle, and one fmaller on each fide of it, or a fmall door in the middle with a large

one on each fide, befides other openings fimilar to our trellis work and Venetiaa

blinds. The plan of thefe fmall fquare places, full of doors and windows, lead one to

imagine that they were formerly rooms, particularly as thofe of the Perfians are con-

flruc^ed after the fame manner even at prefent ; but the want of any dome or roof, or

the trace of fuch having ever exift^'d, makes me incline to think otherwife ; neither can

I conceive it to have been a burial-place, as there is no tomb vifible nor any fign of in-

terment. May it not, therefore, have been a temple in which prayers and facrifices

were o9*ered to the Gods under the canopy of heaven alone, as was ufual among many
ancient nations, and is ftill common with Mahometans. In the interval between one
of thefe grand portal?, in the middle of the front and the fmall ones on the fide, is the

figure of a perfon of diftindion in a drefs which reaches to the ground, the robe being

plaited from the waift downwards, and the fleeve large and flounced. He holds a

flafl" in his right hand either as a fupport or a fvmbol of authority, and wears in his

head one of thofe round caps, flat on the top, which I have before defcribed, but with-

out the ball above ; his hair and beard are long, and his pollure denotes his intentioa

of entering, his eyes and face being turned towards the fouth. Behind him is a fervanc,

bare-headed, and his hair faftened by a band ; in one hand he holds a large umbrella

over the head of his mailer, and in the other a flick curved at the end like the crozier

of our bilhops, which he carries upright under the umbrella behind the head : if the

firfl figure be that of a King, this may reprefent a fceptre, or fome mark of diflinclion,

if it be a pried ; one of which I doubt not it is. In the other great portals, on the fides

fionting the rifing and letting fun, are reprefentations of men wrcdlijig, or fighting

with lions, dred in their long plaited robes like the other figures I have defcribed. At
tlio back of this fquare inclofure, in another open fpace, which is paved, and feems to

have been a fmall court, are two large pillars ercft, with infcriptions on them, the cha-

racters of which I was unable to decypher on account of their height from the ground.

Beyond this court, I came to another, much larger, but of fimilar architedure, in a

large vacant fpace built upon on the oppofite and not on the fame fide with the edifice,

where was a figure of a man of quality with his umbrella exquifitely well reprefented,

en one of the fiipports of the great gate in the middle, the pollure of whofe body varied

from the dircftion of the fight, that is to fay, while hooking towards the north, as if

going to the infide, his body fronted the fouth as if about to go out, whence it fliould

feem that this was the mod interior part of the building. Proceeding from this en-

clofure continually towards the fouth, I came to another place ornamented with fix

rows of columns grouped in a fquare, in th& midd of which, under ground, that is to

fay, under a pavement of large ftones, I difcovered a conduit of water. Each of

13 thefe
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thefe columns was about four feet in diameter, and four breadths diftant from its next,

with the appearance of a former portico or large wall of (lone, with windows ail around

,them ; this was the extremity of the edifice towards the fouth : beyond, nothing is

vifible but pieces of mafonry and immenfe foundations which juft appear above the fur-

face. I had forgot to mention, that at the firft entrance of the fecond hall, which fuc-

ceeds the fecond flair-cafe towards the eaft, diflant from the foot of the mountain, and

correfponding to the firfl columns, there is another fquare enclofure of the fame form

as the reft. It is entirely away from the building, and was originally contrived in ail

probability merely to fill up the void between it and the mountain.

We paffed the whole of Thurfday, 14th Odober, under our tents and about the

ruins of Chehil minar, whence I rode about a league on horfeback towards the north

to fee fome ancient figures at the bottom of the mountains which furround the plain,

called by the inhabitants NakOii Roflan (the pidures of Roftan), conceiving them to

be reprefentations of Roftan and fome of his memorable ad'.ons. This Roftan in

an ancient, here highly celebrated by the Perfians for his prowefs and gallantry, who
lived, as they fay, under the reigns of Cyrus and Cambyfes, and the various regiments

;

and individuals who pride themielves upon being called after his name fufliciently teftify

that what is related of him is not wholly fabulous. PafDng therefore through a town
called Mehrchoufcon, the neareft to the Chehil minar, at a league beyond it, I arrived

at the fpot. Here at the bottom of the mountain I faw a large fquare cut in a rock of

. hardeft ftone. In this pannel were various figures cut in relievo of gigantic ftature :

one reprefented a Knight on horfeback dreft in long folded robes, his head covered

with a cap fimilar to that I had noticed at the Chehil minar on the image of a perfon

of diitindion, who held in his left hand a club fuch as that given in our portraits of

Hercules, and in the right a ring, which another Knight, dreft nearly like the firft, is

endeavouring to wrench from him. The only differerence between the drefs of the

two Knights^onfifts in the latter having nothing on his head, and his. hair hanging

down of fome length; the horfes of both are clofe together. In another place, a

Knight on horfeback, dreft like the firft, has his left hand placed on the guard of his

fword, which is not curved like thofe of the Orientals of the prefent day, but ftraight

and pointed like ours, while with the right fomewhat raifed and extended, he holds

that of a man on foot, ftanding upright before him. Behind this perfon is another,

his head bare, who kneels before the horfe of the Knight. In another part, a(»ain, I

faw certain matrons and young ladies of whom the inhabitants relate a number of fables,

pointing out one as the miftrefs of the valiant Rofbn. There are alfo many fepulchres

cut in different places in the rock. Alfuredly no method more certain could be ufed

to perpetuate the memory ofan individual than by means of thefe figures, which, cut in

the live rock, and fecured againft the injuries of time and the violence of man, bid fare

to endure as long as the mountain itfelf. Diodorus relates that Semiramis, after cutting

a perpendicular front in a rock near the fpot, where fhe caufed her immenfe garden to

be planted in Media in order to commemorate in perpetuity the execution of this work,
caufed her likenefs with thofe of her guards to be cut in it. Near the relievos I have
defcribed, I faw in different parts certain works which bore evident marks of being

fome ancient places of fepulture. In the firft place, two pedeftals, fquare, with the

angles fomewhat ornamented, and a hole in the upper furface to preferve the afhes of the

dead, if the Perfians were wont to bum corpfes; of which, however, I do not remember
ever to have read. Thefe two pedeftals, which are but a little apart from each other,

are not detached from the rock, but have been roughly chiefUed out of it. On another

p 2 fide
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fide of the mountain, which is more perpendicular, even, and ftraight, looking like a:

wall, I perceived above feveral openings refembling windows, fome larger than others,

and capable of holding a man. I cannot conceive what purpofe thefe can have ferved^

unlefs as receptacles for the dead, according to Diodorus, who fays, that the ancient

Kings of Perfia were buried in grottoes cut in the top of mountains, in which they were
not defpofited by hands but by means of machines. Finally, in different places on
the flope of mountains, I faw reprefentations cut on a perpendicular and very even

front, and framed about by the ftone of the front, of a houfe with a door in the middle,

and feveral columns on each fide fupporting the architrave, frize, cornice and frontif-

Eiece, according to all the rates of architecture and figures cut in the frontifpiece, which,

owever, from their being lb very much above me, I could not minutely diflinguifh.

The fubjed, however, appeared to be a man leaning on a bow, one of the extremities

of which was in his hand, and the other on the ground, with his eyes direfted towards

an altar, as if he was eitlier about to offer up a facrifice or confuh an oracle. Above
thefe figures, thofe whole fight was better than mine, told me they perceived among
the reft a figure which appeared to them to be meant for the devil. This might pof.

fibly be, and the perlonagc be Jemfhid, or as fome call him, on account of his beauty,

Chofhid, which in the ancient language of Perfia means the fun, who reigned in Perfia,

a long time before C' rus the Great, and who is ftill held in remembrance for having

been a famous magir. an, having had power over malignant fpirits, on which account

the Perfians likewife call him Diubend or the devil's link. The Perfian hiftorians re-

late that this Prince caufed a number of ftatues or effigies of himfelf to be made and
difbibuted all over the kingdom, with exprefs command for his fubjeCts to adore them.
I fliould readily conceive that this might be Nebuchadnezzar, whofe dominion might
poffibly have extended to fome parts of Perfia, were it not that Jemfhid is of greater

antiquity than either the Nebuchadnezzars, Daniel, Judith, or even Shalmanafar. The
gates cut in the reprefentation are fhort at the top, are formed of the fame live rock
with the reft, and are about a third part open at the bottom, wide enough to allow of
entrance, by ftooping, to the interior, which is empty. And, as there are two fimilar

reprefentations of like architefture in the mountains of ChehiUminar, into one of which
admiffion is eafy on account of the afcent up the rock not being fo fharp nor equally

perpendicular, I entered it the evening before I vifited the ruins. The account given

by Diodorus of the fepulchres of the Kings, I found exadly correfpond with my ob-

fervations ; thefe are, as he defcribes them, cut in the body of the mountain, of a
fquare figure, higher than the ftature of a man, and with three large niches. In the

middle of this grotto I faw a long ftone lying on the ground fealcd acrofs the middle,

'

which poffibly might be the place of the tomb, if the niches were not. In thefe, I faw
other large ftones badly polifhed, the ufe of which I was unable to conjedure. Thefe
'niches are much deeper than the reft of the cavern ; and the channel that I faw on the

outfide cut in the rock, which feems to be a conduit for water, made me judge that they

might be refervoirs, yet of what utility could water be in fuch places ? I faw likewife

under the mountains a large fquare chamber, fomewhat elevated in form of a tower
built of marble, and enclofed on all fides with only one door at the top, in an almoft

inacceffible fpot, which I conjeftured, was alfo a fepulchre. Thefe buildings, cut in

the rock, and eroded at the foot of the mountains, make me imagine, firft, that the

city filled the whole of the plain, and fecondly, that its inhabitants did not poffefs the

ingenuity requifite for tranfporting large ftones to any diftance, as the moft fuperb build-

ings and moft excellent fcuipture are either on the mountain itfelf or at his foot

;

unltfs
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unlefs, indeed, the planners were aftuated by a defire particularly with refpedl to the

figures of making them laft for ever, and prelerve them in better condition than by any

other means could be done.
" After two days' examination of and refleftion on the curiofities I have defcribed, on

Thurfday three hours after funl'et we left Chehil-minar. after fupper, and proceeded

towards the city of Shiraz, the capital of the province of Farfidan, and the chief refi-

dence of the governor Imanculi Khan. By the neareft road Shiraz is ten leagues

diftant, but on account of a bridge being broken down which laid on our way, we
were obliged to go two leagues about to crofs the Kur, by another bridge, CoHa
Bend Emir, two leagues from Chehil-minar. We travelled all night long, wan-

dering about on each fide, on account of the abfence of the moon, and the whole

of thefe plains, which are fowed with rice and other grain, being watered and inter-

fered by a number of fmall' rivulets, of which we had to feek the fords: at length, on

Friday morning, a little before day, we paffed the bridge of Bend Emir. After crofling

the river, we rounded a mountain which we kept on our left for fome time, and

defcending a pretty deep valley, at length arrived at a village called Zercon, only fix

leagues diftant from Chehil-minar, although by our wandering we had journeyed

much more. Here we refted in a houfe, the mauer of which aflforded us great accom-

modation. At the fecond or third hour of the night we mounted our horfes anew,

and rode onward till funrife, by which time we reached the gardens of Shiraz, on
Saturday, 6th of Odober. Shiraz is fituated in a fmall plain, entirely furrounded by
hills. On entering it by a narrow pafs between the mountains, we rode beneath a

large arch ornamented on the fides by different figures of lions and other animals, and

having a number of infcriptions by various hands. This arch goes over the whole road

and joins one mountain to the other. It has, in confequence, obtained the name of

Tenghel Ekbar, or the pafs of the Moft High. On leaving this pafs, we entered

upon a long, broad, and fpacious caufeway, adorned by gardens on each fide,

and embelHfhed by a number of buildings, which form the chief ornament of Shiraz.

We were much delighted with the profped about us, but our pleafure was increafed

on reaching, midway to the city, the margin of a large canal eighty-three paces in

length, by fifty in breadth, the water in which was level with the furface of the ground.

The canal was divided by the road, which here has walls on each fide of it, with arches

on them, allowing a view, of the water. Hence we continued our way as ftraight as a
line to the city. A little beyond the canal we perceived a fmall and ancient mofque,

,

fomewhat away from the road on the left, called fi-om a perfon who fiUedihat omee,

,

by whom it was built and who was buried there, the mol'que of the Calanter. Near'

this place is the muffele, or place where public prayers are. read, on a ftream

of clear water, which runs from the canal, and which is covered and.fhaded by large

green leafy trees, wbofe agreeable fituation induced us to unload our baggage here and
reft ourfelves till we could hire a houfe in the city to fuit us. This having eflfeded. we .

entered the city by the handfome caufeway, paffing through the middle of the meiom,

.

or public fquare, which is rather without the walls, and is a favourite place of refort

for the gay, as well as over an elegant ftone bridge, not over a river but a ravine

through which, in the winter, or after rain, the water flows, which ruflies in torrents

from the neighbouring mountain. After pafling the gates, we. came to a long ftraight

ftreet, at the end of which we found a large bazar or market, vaulted over according

to the cuftom of the country, furniihed with fliops all round, and on one fide of it we
took up our abode, in a houfe that had been got ready for us belonging to one HulTein

»o B»y>,
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Bey, a native of Bagdat, but who, from infancy, had lived in Perfia, v/here he had a

wife and children.

We had no intention of making any Jong flay in this city, but fimply to refl here

awhile. Wherefore, we had fcarcely arrived ere we began feeking for new mule-

teers to take us forward, as thofe which had brought us to Shiraz were engaged to go
no farther. While, therefore, our baggage was loading, I employed myfeit in examin-

ing every thing remarkable.

This city is large, and one of thtf bed: and moft populous in the empire. It is not,

however, of any great antiquity, as is eafily perceived by the infcriptions about it, its

archite^ure, and other indices, which plainly fhew it to be a work of the Mahometans,
who are incurious architects. In fhorr, it contains within its walls nothing that is ele-

gant, nor can boafl of any thing whatfoever that is extraordinary. Its flreets for the

inoft part are narrow, crooked, badly paved, the houfes badly built. The palace of
the khan is not far diflant from the houfe where we were lodged, and fronting a large

fquare. It isinclofcd by walls, with vaulted galleries around, which have a good eiFed.

Oppofite to the gate of the calUc, at the entrance of this large fquare, is a fmall

houfe, whence every evening mufic is given as in Hifpahan, and whither the officers

belonging to the Khan repair to pay their court according to the general cuflom of
the Perfian?. In another neighbi^uring fquare is a public college for education, newly
built, called Medriif^, the handfomeft and mofl ilourifhing of any in the kingdom.
This new ftrudure is erefted on the fpot w here criminals formerly were executed, and in

a fmall vacancy in front of it mountebanks ere^ their flages to divert the people.

There is another fquare, the mofl fpacious of any in Hifpahan, called the bazar or
horfe-market, in which is a royal palace and a large garden, and this undoubtedly is

the mofl elegant and fuperb houfe in the city, where the Englifh dwell, fome of them
being conflantly here for the regulation of their affairs. Near the palace of the Khan,
below the fmall houfe, whence mufic is given to the public, is another covered market,

the befl fancied and moft handfomely built of any in the city. Of all the numerous
mofques, I faw but one defcrving notice, lately built by one Aga-riza, a rich IVIahome-

tan from India, who carried on an immenfe trade in Perfia, particularly with Shiraz.

Finally, the lafl thing which I faw deferving notice was an animal (a hyaena), called by
the Perfians caftar, as flrong as a large maflifT, but which had not grown to its full

iize. It was of the colour, form, and appearance of a tiger, but had the muzzle of a
hog. I am told that it will eat human flefn, and to obtain it makes its way to the tombs
it 6ndsin the country, for the carcafes they contain.

Having nothing more to write of to you refpedling Shiraz, I fhall finifh this with an
account ofmy affairs and family, premifmg that all of us enjoy good health, and that

our travels have hitherto been pleafant. For myfelf I have recovered my flrength

and appetite to fuch a degree, that I can occafionally eat a large fowl for my breakfafl.

The little lime we flayed in this city did not allow us to make any acquaintance. One
Armenian Chriflian alone, out of refpeft to the mafter of oar houfe, came to vifit us,

and fhewed us great civility. To-morrow we mean to depart. With my moft humble
fervice which I proffer to yourfelf, I beg you to prefent my befl refpeds to all our
friends at Naples.
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IF I have fuffered nine months to elapfe without writing to you, attribute it not to

fault in me or forgetfulnefs,— no, your image is too deeply engraven on my mind to

nllow of time efTacing it ; I have met with a misfortune, weighed againft which, every

other calamity were Tight ;— I have loft my dear wife, Madame Maani, whofe life was

my only blefling, whofe death makes life a burthen. You will moft Ukely have heard of

my lofs by means of the Carmelites, who, no doubt, will have communicated the event

to Rome. I -am ready to imagine that your commifcration will have been deeply

excited, and that although you know her but by her fair report, you will much have

lamented the premature death of fuch a perfon, and in whofe efteem you held fo high a

place. However, it is paft ; it was the will of God, and fhe, I hope, in heaven, reaps

the harveftof her worth : for me, in this vale of mifery, deprived of my dear partner,

1 wander about a wretched inflance of human calamity. I have travelled about a great

deal, in great meafure without other objed than to feek a remedy for the wound I have

received.

On the aid Oftober, laft year, all of us being in pcrfeft health, we left the city of

Shiraz by the fame gate at which we entered, with defign of taking the road to

Ormuz; and in order to prepare for our departure with lefs embarraffment, we pitched

our tents near the mofque of the Calanter, on the banks of the canal, where I am at

prefent. We hired for our journey fome excellent camels, as well for the tranfport of

our luggage as to carry our litters; and on Sunday, the 24th of Ottober, every thing

being ready, as night began we quitted our ftation, and turning our backs on Shiraz,

proceeded towards our dcftination nearly in a fouthem diredion. After travelling

three leagues, we parted a bridge over a ravine, through which flew occafionally the

torrents which gxilh from the mountains, but which when we paffed was dry. A little

beyond the bridge is a caravanfcrai, which, although entire, is without inhabitants, as

well as a ruinated caftle in the neighbourhood, owing to the want of water. Here the

road divides; that on the right hand, which is the moft frequented, leading to Lar, the

moft eaft'ern and leaft beaten going to Paffa, which is that we took, it being a lefs dan-

gerous road to travel in time of war. As, however, there was no place where we could

lodge except at a confiderable diftance, we unloaded our camels in a handlbme plain

out of the high road, where we flopped the remainder of the night, and almoft all the

following day, which was the fecond oi our jouirncy. Two hours before night-fall we
departed hence, and continued travelling till day-break belween two lon^ mountains

and two floping hills ; beyond them, near the foot of one of which on the right, the

road runs ; the other being at fome diftance on the left, in a large plain almoft entirely

white and covered with fair. At length, after journeying four leagues, we arrived at

a place called Jiganli, where, on the banks of a rivulet of good water, we faw a few
houfes, inhabited by Turkn>ans -and a race of people called Behi, who, by means of

the water of this ftrtam, fc-ffiiize their fields and cultivate cotton. We left Jiganli two
hours before funfet on Tuellay, and travelling fix leagues during the night, halted at

a large town called Sclvillan, or the cyprefs plantation, on account of the number of

thefe trees growing there, which, however, was formerly much greater. Without the

town is the tomb of a certain Sheik, Ifuf, held in veneration by the Mahometans, near

which we pitched our tents. This town of Selviftun, zw\ 11 veral others around, not-

withftanding they be inclofed by the territories under the government of Imanculi

Khali,

.^&:.
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Khan, of Shiraz, are not dependent on him, but on Nadir Khan, who holds them di^

reftly from the King. About an hour before the fail of night wc continued our way,

travelling over very pleafant hillocks covered with thofe fmall trees called chaclacuchi

by the Perfians, ana others of various kinds. Behind us wc left a caravanferai at which
caravans are wont to reft, when, folicitous of getting forwai'd, journeying altogetlur

five leagues and a half, and halting two hours before funrife, repofmg with our beafts

under a large tree of chaclacuchi, in an open country inclofed by mountains, without

any covering but the (ky. We remained the whole of Thurfday under this chaclacuchi,

which was a male tree that did not produce fruit, but only large grains refembling thofe

ofthe laurel, which grow, five or fix in a groupe, on the edges otits leaves, vaulted, and
curved like a bow ; and in thefo grains Imall flies are engendered. In other refpeils,

thefe chaclacuchi refemble the female trees, of which 1 have previoufly given you a

defcription. Here I muft obferve, that there prevails ujiiverfaJly in Perfia a praftice of
diilinguilhing a difltrence of fex not only in trees and plants, as is the cafe in fome
inflances with us, but alfo in every thing elfe, as well natural, fuch bs veget<ibles, meat,

fruit, and the like, as artificial, fuch as flax, filk, cotton, and even in the elements, as

in water and air ; calling male, as related by Seneca to have been ufual with the Egyptians,

that of its kind which is the ftrongeftand moll robuft,and that on the contrary the moftten-

der and delicate,the female; thus,accordingto their philofophy and obfervations,which are

far from bad, they judge to what ufe each fex is adapted. For example, female water

is better for drinking and more falubrious than male, being more delicate, and parti-

cularly fo for perfons of handfome complexion ; of fome animals, the flefh of the male
is fuperior to that of the female for perfons of a ftrong (lomach, poflefTmg more fub-

flance ; and, on the contrary, that of' the female for perfons of weak habit, being moft
eafy of digeftion. Male air is fitttefl for the breathing of men of robud make,
female air for children, and thus of other things. This 1 have deemed a matter curious

enough to make public.

Thurfday, two hours before night, we left our covert to travel in the dark, among
hillocks covered with the fame defcription of trees laft-incntioned, and, after fix leagues,

arrived on the territory of the great Paifa. Here we arrived at two o'clock in the

morning, and trod upon the remains of the ancient PalTagarda, which, according to

Pliny and Quintus Curtius, was the place of fepulture of Cyrus the Great. On coming
to this fpot, on one fide is an old cyprefs tree, the handfomefl and largeft I ever

beheld, whofe trunk alone, which fpreads into various large branches, is of fuch prodi-

gious .fize that five men together cannot clafp it, and whofe branches fpread from their

trunk at leaft five-and-twenty of my feet. Its height is proprotionate to its fize, although

it does not terminate in a point like the generality of cypreffes. Its dimenfion is a proof
of its antiquity, and the caufe of the reverence fhewn it by the Mahometans. From a
fmall Hem of one of its branches runs a certain fluid, which is a kind of gum that the

Perfians, particularly the ignorant among them, look upon as miraculous blood, feeing

it exudes on every Friday, which with them is a holy and facrcd day. And in a large

Jiole in the middle of the trunk, capable of containing two perfons. they are accuflomed
10 light candles as in an auguft and venerable place, according to their ufage of holding

ilarge an d ancient trees in efteem, deeming them the retreat of the fouls of the bleft.

On this account they call them pir, which fignifies an old man in Perfian, and in

Arabic (heik or iman. This veneration of the Mahometans for large and ancient trees

no doubt, a remnant of Paganifm, as fuch were in high eflimation among the'IS

Centile s.

On
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On the following day, upon advancing farther into the territory of Pafiagarda, 1 dif-

tinguiflicd Uitli; remarkable but palm trees, which are not found in tho other provinces

of Verfia. 1 law, moreover, a great quantity of orange trees and double narcifli, which

tlfewhcre would be efteemcd a rarity in the month of Oftober. We did not quit the

territory of l*a(l"a till after the (irll hour of the night, and on I'javing it came to two

roads, one of them leading to Lar, which we lelt on the right, the other, which we took,

towards the caft. This being kfs frequented, we wandered from, regaining it with

difiiculty after a five leagues' ride, when we reached a town by day-light, called com-

monly by the people of the neighbourhood Timariltan or, for abbreviation's fake, Temlf.

tan ; a little below which place we unloaded our baggage, as well to eafe our animals as

reft ourfelves. Here our wheat bread became Icarce, the inh;\hitants of the towns

towards the fea ufing none but barley ; advifed of which, we had laid in a Hock fuificient

to laft us at lead for feveral days. Night beginning to difVufe its cool occafioned us to

leave Temiftan, to travel by rugged dofconts, whieh gave us a great deal of trouble,

till more than three hours after fun-rife the next day, which was Sunday the 31ft of

Oftober. In the night we had travelled eight leagues, and dihnouuted at a town, con-

fiUing of about thirty houfes or huts, buili in the midfl of a large plantation of palm and
date trees, and called Zizevan. An hour after fun-fet we continued our journey for

five leagues in the dark, pafling through feveral handeis with much inconvenience, on
account of the rivulets full of water which crolTed the road, without any bridges over

them, and which our camels found great difficulty ii> fording. Pafling through thefe

handets we left behind u.s the city of Darabghierd, which (lill retains the name oi Darius,

who is the founder, and which is the chief refidence of bliemfeddin Khan, who is gover-

nor of feveral towns in the neighbourhood, which he holds direft of the King, as well as

his command over a number of fbldicrs. He is called a cazaque. On Monday the ift

of November we halted at noon under fome date trees, at the entrance of a large town
called Dekair (that is to fay, good town), the houfes of which are not joined to each

other, but feparated by intervals, being mixed in a wood of palm trees, the fruit of

which, with barley bread, ferves as food for the inhabitants. In the evening a large

company of ladies from the town, who had been into the country, according to the

cuftom of the Mahometans, to pray at the tombs of their anceftors, came to our tents,

where accidentally I was alone, entering them with great familiarity and without invitation,

with their veils up and their face uncovered, which is very unufual among the Maho-
metans, eating with avidity of my wheatcn bread, which to them was a delicacy, and
converfing with much freedom. We remained here till the following Tuefday, not

leaving the place tiiran hour before night-fall, receiving in courfc of the day a fecond

vifit from thefe ladies, for whom Madame Maani fervcd up a collation which to them
muft have appeared both ample and fuperb ; after which we travelled three leagues

through a dcfert country, reaching by midnight the banks of a running ftream,

where we halted under an old wall in this vaft folitude, called Moghokiel, and where
at day-break I pitched my tents near a pond whence the rivulet flowed, and whither

the cattle of the neighbourhood refort to drink. This place we left an hour and a half

before fun-fet, and after journeying three leagues relied at midnight under large

giz trees, about which were a quantity of myrtles and running water, half a league

before the fepulchre of their Imanzade, a little beyond. On Thurfday, in the evening,

we left this place, and travelled through a pafs between low but very fleep mountains,

like walls on each fide ; at the entrance of which is a ruinated caflle, built for its defence

at a time when the country was not under the domination of Perfia, but that of a particu-

lar Prince, Khan of Lar, at whofe deceafe the Sovereign of Perfia made hinifclt mafler
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of his dominions, and iloflroycd the fortifications which guarded the p:ifs. On Friday
,

by day-break, after having journeyed five leagues, wc reachtti a large town of two
thoufand houfes, badly condrudcd, and confuledly built among pahn trees called purg,

but written furg, where we difmountcd, and unloaded our camels in a convenient fpot

at a diflancc from the buildings. We refimied our journey an houi before fun-lot,

and after two leagues riding, being apprdienfive of having mifTrd our n^iid, and fearful

of lofing ourfelves in thcfe deferts, wc waited till the moon or d.iy (lioulJ light us on our
way. It wanted but an hour to dawn when we recommenced our joiwiu-y, at firll by
favour of the moon and afterwards the fun, travelling for five leagues through diflicult

paffes, keeping the mountains on the left, which we had occafionally to afcend and at

othcLs to go down. In the morning we foimd ourfelves in a very narrow pals ; at

length, towards evening, we reached a wood of palm trees in a valloy at the foot of the

mc.uiitains, in liont of a town called Tafcut or'l'afcivit. The moon rifing about m'J-
night, we continued I'ur courfe for five leagues by a very even road, keepintr .,i,ii it

always on our kft this long chain of mountains, and another at a greater c'>'i mc on
our riglit, till v.e ariived :ir a fniidl village of ten or a dozen houles, near ' h}< h we
halted :\l)(»ut noon in a fmall wood of palm trees, to take repofe under i.irge iree .'I a

fpccics I had not fecn before, called by the Arabs, nebe, by thePci/ian* ir. It yields

a fmall fruit wiih a kernel, refenibling our cherries but ripening louui-i , uf a yellowiih

colour inclining to red, ami of no unplcafant tafle. It pofl"efl'ei>, ii.oreAver^fhis prop riy,

that its leaves, reduced to powdor and foaked in water, produce a lather, and ferve

inftead of foap, and is the only thin;; ufed by the ladies of the country for wafliing their

faces. We took with us a bag of it to fhew in Italy, as it will keep any length of
time. After minutely examining the fruit and leaves of the tree, I recolledcd that in

a handfomc and large vineyard belonging to my uncles, the Alberini, at Rome, there are

two large trees by the fide of a fountain, of the fame fpccies, which conftantly prcferve

their verdure, and are the only ones of their kind at Rome. The little village of Seid

Geuder, where we took up our abode, is dependent on the large town of Tarom, called

by fome a city, on account .<t is being the « hief of feveral neighbouring towns, although

at prcfent in a very runioi.i ftate. We did not choofe, for reafons that we had, to go
thither ourfelves, but f-.ut our people for provifions; who brought us back intelligence

that the Portuguefe had put to death a great number of Kizilbaflii, and fet many places

on fire belonging to the IVrfians on the fea fliore. The inhabitants of Tarom did not

appear to I j very forry for this, on account of having been vafl'als and much attached to the

deceafed Prince of Lar, now ill treated by the Kizilbafhi, and never well inclined to the

King of Perfia or his empire. This rupture, which was the beginning of open war be-

tween the Pcrfians andVortuguefe, was not very agreeable to me on account of the

obflacles I forefaw it would throw in the way of my travels. The whole country about
Tarom, as well as its proper territory, is entirely covered with palm trees, under which,

as well as through the remainder of the countiy hey fow an abundance of cotton as

well as other feed. As for wheaten flour, it is noi io W. .net with, except in large ; wns,
where it is eaten by the ricu alone; the chief

''

:i-.\ i
' .ihabitaii Jng dates, in

•which article they carry on a confiderable trati .. ';lie taief part of the population is

very poor and wretched. Here, for the firft time, I noticed the (hoes or rather fandals

worn by the people being made of woven palm leaves, of wliich the fole is made tole-

rably thick, the upper part confifting only of two firings interwoven with fimilar leaves,

vhich clafp the foot pretty tight, and join in the middle towards the point, which they

jv bcfwecn the great toe, and thus keep the fandal firm on the foot. Among the vil-

lUi; ou tl;c fca fide this fort of fauJal is in general ufe. A pitir of them I have bought
* - to
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.foft*-^ fli a ciinofify in Italy. I mado, likowifc, another obfcrvation, which was, that

the ilrds of thofi' villagers, except the hair of the hcavl, which, as with all Malionictans,

it ftiorn ami covered with a Imall turban or one nf their lit pointed caps, perfcdly

reft'Kibl' that of the ligurcs of low condition which 1 had iwaticcd at ChehiUnunar.

To coniimic the courle of our journi y : as we arrivcnl rrtihtr Ute on Sunday the 7th

of t November at our halting place, wr did not leave Scid Ge-udcr the next day, on

account of the heat becoiniii^; lo extreme, that notwithfUnding it was one of the coldeft

nicniths of til!' year, for coolnels lAc I Gripped to my (hirt, a& I hud been accudotned

to do in llilpaiian in the tnidll of fuinmer. 'Ihc nights, indeed were fomewhat cool,

and (hewed us the diflirence of the IVafon. From this fl.ige we ^ui ^ot fet out till Mon-
day at midnight, and in the intci val fcnt to '1 .\n.iii for barley-tne;\l 'd chopped ftrav

for our camels, which unlike thofe of th> Arabs require fubdantial i> ', and are not

fatisfied with grals ; we likewile furnifih.d ourfclves wiih uilur inovilii which might

be requifite on our journey, with which we traverlcil a largo plau frotu te extremity

to the other ; and after palling a fmall river which crolVes the roat<. *hc w 'or of which

is faltifli, and which, on that account, has obtained the appellalioi f Abthur, or fi't

water, wc; reached on the followinu; 'ruefJay two or three " urs b re noi n a fmall

hamlet often or twelve houles, well ftiaded with trees, call 1 Pcleiij^ n, til, is to fay,

the panthers, polhbly from thofe aniir',\ls being found in its neighbour!) 'od. R Tides

the giey;, which 1 had frequently fecn .n otlur places, 1 remarked afnrrn thole trees a

plant unknown to me, called by the nar'ves charg. Ir is a (lirub which s to a great:

height, and from the root thro vs out a ound fcveral I'lnall brunches, 01 rier ft'cklers,

covered with large thick oval leaves, c ui ny, and full of a kind of milk . thi whole

of the plant ; which milk is of fuch a ma'ign nature, according to the n aiions of the

people of the country, as to blind upon it: being rubbcvl on the eyes. I ' -aves grow
m pairs, one oppofite to the other, in fui 1 quantity that the whole braiiL covered

with them to its tip, in fquares, and pointii.g four dilFerent ways. At thr iremhy of

thcle fmall branches grows a handfome cluUcr of flowers of i whhe coKsi dulkyifli

without, and within of a reddilh violet, refen bling the columbii.ie. This (hn. produces

no fruit fit t(^ eat ; I am, however, inclined tc believe it poirefles medical vin s as the

people of the country apply the leaves with t'uccefs to brulily. I'hey lik ic eat a
• fmall feed growing in the middle of the flowei anil polVcfling the quality of ; poppy,

which they have been for fome time accuflome i to eat daily, in connnon with mo^ '^ the

Perfians, in fuch quantity that it is furprillng it i'ovdd not kill ihcm, fome eating iv ; uch

opium as would equal a walnut in fize. They an ['opinion that it is good for their h. alth,

and relieves the fpirits, making them forget all cu ^••, this it actually does, feeing it poilefles

a great fhipifying quality. However, thi\ arc greatly addiiStcil to the ufe of it, that

. it cannot be difpenfed with ; it being to tht ni tli greatelt punifliinent to be obliged to

abltain from it a fingle day. Thofe who cn<ieavi r to break themfclves of the ufe of it,

cannot do this but by taking in its ftead an iumioi -nte quantity of whic or other intoxi-

cating Hquors, and evert then feel themfelves une. without it. In the town of Gelen«
goii, we found a rabdari, or keeper of the highii 'xh. lie \Tas captidn of a company
whtjfe rendezvous was at another place, two Icagu s beyond. lie examined our bag-

gage, but in the jnoll obliging manner poflible, not i pening our trunks or packages, and
was fatisfied with a fmall tax, which was his due, aiTiounting to four abbailins, equal to

four Roman tcftoons. For this fmall tribute he not iily let us pafs, but moreover fcnt

a man forward to efcort us part of the way, and dirc>£t us on our road. In this you have
an inltance of the lightnefs of thetaxes in Perfia ; in n ompence and for this trifling exac-

tion, alfo, they are obliged to keep the way free from tnieves, and, if any thing be loft tr

Q 2 Itolen,
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ftolen, are obliged to make it good to the owner out of their own pu 'e. Wheii we -

began our journey night had already fet in two hours, and we had gone two leagues

when we reached the office of the rabdari ; when, as the moon was not yet rifen, and

our road, which laid through the mountains, was difficult and unpleafant, we halted at

the entrance of this pafs, at a fpot called Dertenghi-chebar-rud, or the narrow gate of

the four rivers, on account of its being the paflTage in time of rains through which four

torrents, which gu(h from various parts of the mountains, difcharge their waters.

When we palfod it was only a fmall rivulet, which is never dry. This name of Derteng,

or narrow gate, is common in Pcrfia to other fimilar palfages between mountains. One,
among others, I faw on the confines of Perfia, on the great road from Bagdad, of the

fame name ; the Perfians thus imitating the Latins, who, with the fame meaning, give

limilar names, fuch as the Porta: Cafpije, Portas Caucafio:, Porta: Cilicice, &c.

When we entered this narrow pafs, in the bed of one of the torrents, we had two hours

of daylight before us, and kept the river continually on our right till we arrived at a

fmall rivulet of fait water, which we found running by the Ode of the bed of the tor-

rent between the mountains, and on its banks a number of plants with long narrow
leaves, the fruit or feed of which grows in a pod of fome length, almod like that of the

caflia, but not fo thick. The people of the neighbourhood maintain that this plant is

venomous ; in Perfia it is called char zabrc, or afles' poifon
;
poflibly it is the fame with

the oleander, fo common with us : as, however, I am a novice in botany, I cannot judge

in this inftance any more than in that of various other plants and fhrubs which I faw

without knowing what they were. At length, after travelling no more than two
leagues, the fun having nearly reached its meridian, we found the heat fo cxceffive that

it obliged us to halt on a fpot where travellers are ufed to flop, under the fhade of a
large gicz tree, called gioz mir azard, on account of Mir Azard, a notorious robber,

having been flain here. An ho jr before night-fall we continued our journey, travelling

throughout the night by a bad road and difficult pafles, ftill among the mountains and

in the b.J of the torrent. On Thurfday by an hour after day, having journied four

h'agues, we reftcd at the fid<^ of a pond banked in, which the people of the country

kjep as a refcrvoir for the fupply ol the neighbourhood, as far as to a town pretty dil-

tant, called Giihne, where I remarked another tree covered with thorns, which bears

no fruit but only leaves, which are eaten by cattle j it is called by the inhabitants kahur.

I took it for an acacia, fuch as I had fccn in Arabia Petrea, which yields the gum ara-

ble, altbontrh when I faw that in Arabia its leaves were much fmaller than thole of this

ti*ee. The Perfians are at no pains in colleding the gum of the kahur, pollibly from
their ignorance of its value. At night fall we recommenced our courfe, and after three

or four leagues over an even and plealant road between the mountains refted two
hours before day under a tree, near fome faliilh water, the only which we could obtain

that was good in a place called Curi-hazi-gon, or the merchants' tomb. A little after

funfei we remounted our camels, and after travelling about four leagues on a road not

fo agreeable as the lad, yet not very bad. Rill among the mountains, we came to a wood
of palm trees, where were fome huts which people inhabit at the time of gathering the

fi uit, a little before dawn on Saturday. Here we met with a fpring of frefli water.

The rame of the place is Ser Zebirizevon. At funfet we l-ft this place, after ngaling

and fi:lly fatisfying fome other rabdaris who dwell here. The following Sunday, after

travelling four Icagi-.es by a much kfs tirefome road than the preceding, although not

very excellent, we difinounted an hour before day light at a Ipot which is one of the

quarters of ftimc rabdaris belonging to the band we met with the day before. We fhewed

thenrra paper figned by their comrades, with which they were content} and as ihis

place
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place was inhabited by rabdaris alone, and afforded neither convenience for fleeping nor

provifions, we travelled two leagues farther on, by a level road, keeping conftantly the

mountains in fight on both fides of us, and after fix leagues travelling, three hours-

after funrife in the morning, we relied ourfelves on the banks of a uream of frefli

water, called Abi Dungej*, the extremity of the principality of Lar, and the frontiers

of the country which belonged to the King of Ormus, before his country was wrefted

from him. On (he fun fetting we refumed our journey, and (hortly came to a fmall

river of fait wat^r, called by the villagers in their language Rud Shind, or the fait rivu-

let. After pafliug this rivulet we continued our road to the firft town, called Chuchiu-

lulion, which we entered on Monday, the 1 5th of November. This is a town con-

fiding of more than forty houfes, away from each other in a wood of palm and other

trees. This town is the firft of the province of Moghoftan, or the country of pplusa.

Here the heat is fo great that, notwithftanding it be the middle of November, I flee,; ' i

the open air without any canopy whatfoever, and in my Ihirt, without fuffering any

inconvenience from this indulgence. I fee little boys, the children of the poor, run

about at this feafon entirely naked, fave a band of linen to conceal their diftinftion.of

fex ; and thofe even in fuperior circumftances wear fimply the lighteft drefs imaginable

;

the women, in general, wear only a (hift, which covers half the arms and the body

to the waift, and from the waift downwards wrap themfelves round with a large piece

of filk or cotton of different colours, which breadthwife reaches to the feet, and is long

enough to wrap round the body twice, but altogether is not of more confiftence than a

petticoat. On their feet they wear landals of plantain leaves, but no ftockings. Their

head-drcfs is a piece of filk or cloth, fimilar to that worn round the lower part of their

body but fmaller, which, thrown over the head, hangs down in part on the (boulders

behind, and falls over the face after the manner of the I'erfians. Oil their arms they

wear a num^ber of bracelets from the wriil to the elbows, which are not covered by the

fleeves of the fhift, and fimilar ornaments round their legs. '1 hefe are made or dif-

ferent metals ; ftraw which looks like gold, amber, cryftal, and the like, and are com-
pofed of fmall round flat pieces joined together. All of^them, likewife, the rich as well

as the poor, wear pendant from the nofe, not large rings as is common with the Arabs,

nor fmall neat ones on the fide, as is ufual with the Perfians, but a piece of gold, either

plain, enamelled, or fet with precious (tones, of a rhomboidal figure, rather narrow, and

fomewhat lefs long than their nofe, which hangs fomewhat on one fide. Owing to the

exceflive heat of the fun the people are of an extreme dark complexion, but have very

regular features, and are well made. Wc had intention of embarking fecretly at

Benderi-defer, but we learnt that the Portuguefe had landed there and deftroyed the

place, fo that we giive up all hope of reaching Ormuz, from fhat port particularly, ?s

the Khan had prohibited all intercoiirfe between the Ihore and the ifland j that in con-

fequence all the craft had been drawn on the ftrand, and that military were ftationed at

all the places whither veflels were accuftomed to refort, to prevent their landing. The
intelligence \vhich we received at Chuchiululion determined our waiting there for an

opportunity of taking water unpcrceived. The chief of the town informed us, that

barks frequently came to different fpots which were not guarded, to procure provender

for their camels, and that our only means of getting away would be by one of thefe j we
in confequence promifed him a handfome reward if he would affill us, which induced

him to fend his brother and another perfon to watch for any boat which might arrive

;

for, notwithftanding the interdid of the King, the inhabitants of this part, who carry on

a confiderable traffic with thofe of Ormuz, beneficial to each, ftill maintain correfpon-

dcnce. Two perfons were deputed on this errand, ia cafe of finding a bark that one

might

%
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might remain, while the other fliould return to us with advice of where it was. On the

1 6th of November thefe two men departed at night, and we remained at Chuchiululiun,

retaining the camels we had liired.

f. In the mean time we fwam in joy ; Madame Maani, who paflionately defired to have

a child, communicated to me the pleafing inielligence of her being pregnant, and fancy

f>idurcd the happinefs I fliould find when, after terminating my travels, I fliould at

ength reach Italy and home. Our joy, however, was foniewhat damped upon the

return of our mcflengers with z\\ account that there was no likelihood of any more
boats venturing on fliore.

We waited yet fome time at Chuchiululion, till apprehenfive of caufing uneafmefs to

the chief of the town, and underllanding that the Sheheriari, which is the tiileof the

governor of IMoghoflan, dependent on the Khan of Shiraz, was every day expected to

pafs, from whti,;i I might meet with impediment, I refolved on leaving that town and
retiring to a place of iafety, in cafe of the paflage being flopped. Hearing, therefore,

that the Englifli caravan with filk had taken refuge in Miiia, the capital of Moghoflan,
not to be expofed to the attacks of the Portuguese by their venturing unprotected near

the coaft, we bent our way thither. After travelling five leagues on the road we came
to a village of huts, built among pa! in-trees, called Duzrach, where we arrived in the

morning two or three hours betore day, leaving it again an hour before night-fall ; and
on Friday the 31I of December, having journeyed four leagues, we reached the fmali

fortrefs of Mina, built on a hill, under which is a village of huts in a wood of palms,
•where we unloaded our camels, and took repofe beneath the trees, waiting for funrife,

to fe.k where the Englilh wore lodged.

At break of day we learned that thele gentlemen were lodged in a large houfe in the

neighbourhood, which had a garden attached to it, and was the palace of the Khan of
Shiraz. We font thither to enquire for their interpreter Jacob, who formerly lived

with me, and who acquainting the Englifli with our arrival, they deputed to me Mr.
Robert Giflbrd, an old friend of mine, and a Catholic, with offers of fervice from their

chief, prevented by indifpofition from waiting on me himfelf. He informed me at the

fame time, that all hope of pafling to Ormuz through their means was vain, as the orders

of the King were fo ftrift that a bird was not fuflfered to go thither, much Icfs a boat ; that,

however, if I chofe to wait till the termination of the invertiture of Ormuz by its capitula-

tion, or a peace, which might foon follow the arrival of the Englifli fliips of war, then ex-
pefted, they would ufc all iheir influence in getting me a paflage to fome port of Arabia

;

if not direcl to the fettlements of the Portuguezc, at leafl to thofc of their neighbours

and friends: and that fmally, as a lad relburce, they would take me to Surat in India,

whence I might either proceed with them to England, or travel thence by land

to Goa. Seeing no remedy, therefore, I was conftraincd to abide 5it Mina, where, with
permiflion from the Englilh, in order to be more comfortable, I built niyfelf a large

houfe, after the manner of the country, of branches of palm interwoven, as our fmali

tents were not pr'.nf againft the rain, which fell unexpectedly on the two prcceduig

nights, and in fuch abundance as to wet every thing biiieath them, and oblige Madame
Maani to fly in her Ihift for flicker to the litter. My houfe, which in that country was
a capital one, was completed in a day, and cofl, materials and labour together, no more
than thirty fliahi, or a fequin and a half (15s. fterlingl. On the 16th December I took
the latitu ie of Mina, which I found to be 26" 35' N.
We fuftered all of us from the bad air of Mina, and Madame Maani, being attacked

by a fever, was prematurely delivered of a diad child, to our great afllictiijn., Hcf
fever, however, in fpitc of tvery remedy coiuinued to increafe, and in eight days after

ihe
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flie paid the debt of nature, on the 30th December. Pifture to yourfelf my fufferings

on the occafion ; the anguifh of my mind increafed the illnefs which confumed me
daily, and finding ourfelves fo unpleafantly fituated here, as much from the malignity

of the climate as the total abfence of all comforts and even of many necefl'aries, we
refolved on removing to Lar, notwithflanding it was fome days* journey diftant ; and

having had the body of my much lamented wife embalmed, I intended it to be entombed

where, when it may pleafe God to take me, my bones (hall be laid, I obtained per-

miflion from the governor of the province to tranfport it wherever I might choofe to

go. The firft and fecond day after our departure we encamped in a defart country,

as our guides would not take the neareft way by the fea-fidv., that they might avoid the

bad and marfhy roads they would otherwife have to pafs, by which we came ; but after

crofling the Mina river, they ftretched away from the fea, lengthening our journey one
day by this circuit. On the third we arrived at Chuchululion. Thence, taking a

different I'oad to that by which we firft arrived there, the fourth day we reached Iffin ;

the fifth, after croffing a fait river, Kufliiar ; the fixth, Kahuriftan, called fo from the

profufion of kahur, or acacia-trees growing about it ; here, on account of the violence

of my fever, we halted two days ; on the eighth we arrived at a caravanferai, called

Guri bizirgon, or the merchant's tomb, in the neighbourhood of that at which we
lodged on coming ; on the ninth, after taking another road, we reftod at a caravan-

ferai, called Tenghi dalan, in a flat country ; the tenth at Chormud ; the eleventh at a
caravanferai, called Boadini ; the twelfth at another, called Bafili, or Vafili ; and on
the thirteenth, which was the 30th of January, arrived at Lar. For my part, on
reaching Lar, I was more dead than alive ; my fervants, however, were recovered

by the change of air. At Lar I was placed under the care of an admirable phy-

fician, who fliortly difmiffed my fever, and with his medicines and diet recruited my
ftrength.

The phyfician who prefcribed for me, whofe reputation was great, perceiving by the

converfation we had together that I was not an ignorant man, made a favourable report

of me to fevcral men of letters with whom he was intimate, and who ranked high in

this city. Being a quiet place without any court, its inhabitants void of ambition,

undifl;ra£ted by commerce, and not alarmed by the din of war, or peftered with mili-

tary, arc, as a confequence, prone to literature ; and to fuch a degree that I can truly

aftirni, in no place whatfoever in Afia where I have been, nay, I may fay in the world,

have I met with individuals fo learned and deep read in fcience as thofe of Lar. My
acquaintance was much fought after, and much courtefy was fliewn me by them, as well

during my illnefs as after my recovery.

About tlie 20th of February I left my bed, but ftill was fo weak that I could not
walk acrufs my chamber without the affiftance of a Hick. At this period there fell a
little rain, the only time it had rained throughout the year ; whence you may judge of
the temperature of this climate.

The city of Lar is the capital of a great province, or kingdom, formerly poffeffed by
a fovereign who made himfelf independent, either juftly or unjuftly, till Abbas the

reigning Shah made war againft him, about thrce-and-twenty years ago, rather

from the pride of conquefl than cupidity ; and, after dethroning the Prince, carried

him away prifoner to court, whence, after fome flight reproaches, he fent him back to

Shiraz, to the Khan of the province, who had had the management of the war. This
unfortunate Prince died on his way thither. Since that period this country has become
united to the empire of Perfia. Lar is at prefent the refidence of a Sultan, dependent
on the Kliaii of Shiraz. The palace of Ibrahim Khan, who was formerly the fovereign

6 of m
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of this ftate, is at prcfent unoccupied, being refervod for the Khan of Shiraz on hiii

occafional excurflons hither ; it has a fquare in front of proportionate fiise. The bazar

begins at the extremity of the fquare oppofite to the palace, and is extremely long,

extending in a right line ; is well built, arched over, of fufficient height, well propor-

tioned, airy, and light. In the middle of the flreet is a dome, oppofite to which two
other ftreets diverge, which make part of the bazar, forming a crofs. Beyond the

market, at the end of this large ftreet, on the right hand, at one of the extremities of
the city, I faw a caftle built on an eminence, which projcds fomc diftancc into the

pUin, on each fide furrourided by walls alone, and of little confidcration.

On the 7th of March I took the latitude, which I found to be 27° 17' N. ; a great

mathematician of this city, however, informed me, that the latitude was 27;, fo that

poflibly my obfervation was not fufliciently exact. I noticed, that the greatefl; cold

experienced here alfo is at the beginning oi March ; it is, however, very tolerable, and
laib for fo ftiort a time, that before the conclufion of the month the city is fcarccly habit-

able, on account of fwarms of flics. At this period alfo orange-flowcrs, jafmine, and
rofes make their appearance, and barley (hews itfelf in the ear. Water is very f'carce

in this city, the only obtainable being rain-water ; which, as it does not rain in this part

fometimes for years together, the inhabitants pii?ferve when it falls in iinmenfe refer-

voirs, capable of containing fufficient for feveral years duration. On the 2 1 ft of March,

the feftival of Ncurouz, or New Year's Day, I noticed that a number of fhops were

(hut, as well on that as for feveral fucceeding days ; upon enquiry, I found that none
Were allowed to exercife their calling until they had lirft made their gift to the new
governor, and obtained pcrmiffion. Upon this being obtained, one ot each trade pa-

rades the ftreets, accompanied by fifes or flutes in token of joy. I faw a butcher, before

whom certain people carried on their heads whole fheep ready cooked, and cavered

with laurel. This cuftom of baking whole animals at once is common in this country,

and on fome occafions they bake one within another ; for example, a capon in a fheep,

a fowl within a capon, and within the fowl again a fmaller bird : fuch a difli is called

perian. This pradice is very ancient, Herodotus mentioning it to have been pradifed

m his time. The people here are grievoufly burlhened with taxes, and in confequcnce

hold the King and the Kizilbaflii in utter abhorrence.

At a feaft, to which I was invited by tlie Cady Rokneddin, I faw a fpecies of orange,

which I had never before beheld either in Afia or in Europe. Thefe oranges are large

and handfome, of a flame-colour externally, and delicioufly fweet ; v hat, however, is

moft remarkable about them is their rind, much thicker than that of manges in gene-

ral, which is very lender, and is better eating even than the infide itfolf, being of a very

pleafant fpicy flavour. I have preferred fome of the feed of them, as well as of fweet

lemons, but doubt whether they may keep to Italy.

On Wednefday, 8th of June, I left Lar in the night, on account of the extreme heat

of the weather not admitting of our travelling by day ; and, after traverfing a mountain

diflicult to pafs, halted in the morning near a town called Kurdeh, on the margin of

one of the large refervoirs which they are accuftomed to make in this coimtry. The
fields, '^n account of a want of water, although they had been, were not at prefent in a

flate of culture. The wind which blew was fo hot and burning, that it left traces of its

courfe. On account of the violent heat having pulled oft" my trowfers, my legs thus

being bare became inftantly red and inflamed, and cauled me to experience fo much
pain that I was unable to put my feet to the ground, although at the fame time it was
venomous the wind felt refrefliing. My fervants experienced fimilar effcds from its

influence with myfelf. The Perfian almanacs dtftindly point out the time of its preva-

. , .
Icnce,
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Fence, and call It bad feman, or the poifonous wind. Its baneful confequences, however,

are confined to the more fouthern provinces. An hour after funfet we continued our

journey two leagues, as far as to a caravanfcrai in the neighbourhood ofa town called Bir.

We were conltrained to make very fliort ftages on account of the dearth of water

through the country, none being to be found except rain-water preferved in cifterns.

The next night, after riding two leagues, we ftopt in a narrow valley between fome low

mountains, where was a ciftern, the place was called Ghielu Ghiende. Saturday night

we travelled three leagues, and reached a place called Jezdcheft, inhabited by people

who live in black tents like the Arabs, changing their quarters in fearch of herbage,

but never removing from a fpace comprized within a fquare of two leagues. Thefe

people are Perfians, and our guides, whofe tents were pointed out to us with thofe of

the reft, formed part of their number. At night-fall, continuing our way, we encamped
on Monday morning in a defart country, by the fide of a pond, near certain fepulchres,

.

which Ihewed the place to have been formerly inhabited ; after palling the day here

under our tents we departed in the evening, and travelled an equal diftance with what
w-e had done the night before, that is to fay, four leagues ; flopping at a place called

Beni Miri. The following evening we journied on four more leagues, refting at a fmali

walled town called Nefirabad ; the next day with difficulty, owing to our camels being

weak from want of their accuflomed barley and bran, we reached a town called Char-

cuon, belonging to the Begum, or great Queen, and confequently independent of the

Khan of Shiraz, notwithftanding it laid within his diftrift. Here we difcharged our
camels, entirely exhaufted. Thurfday night we left Charcuon early, but did not arrive

at Paffa till very late, owing to our guides having miffed the way. On our arrival at

Paffa I refted beneath the lame tall cyprefs I had done in coming, but not with equal

comfort ; I had loft what made the defart cheerful ; my Maani was no more. Look-
ing over fome garden walls, I perceived, balking in the fun, an extraordinary number
of tarantula, or lizards, four times as large at leaft as the largeft I had ever feen in

our country.

On Sunday, 1 9th of June, a little before dawn, fomewhat fatigued from having

travelled five leagues the preceding night, we refted in one of the fmall towns
within the jurifdidion of Selviftan, called Hafan Havalk, or of good air. Beginning

again our courfe at night we made fix leagues, and halted aihong the Turkmans of
Giganli, near the fpot where we pitched our tents before. The next night, four leagues

brought us to the bridge of Paffa ; and thence two or three leagues more to Shiraz,

where we arrived on Wednefday, 2 2d of June. I did not choofe, however, to enter

the city, but turning a little out of the high road into that which leads to Hifpahan, I

.

difmounted near the mofque of the calantar under the trees by the water fide.

On the I ft of July, I rambled a Ihort diftance from where we took up our abode, to

fee the tomb of Kogia Hafiz, an illuftrious poet of Perfia, whofe odes are in great

celebrity. In a tolerably fpacious garden, ornamented by feveral works of architefture,

the chief which prefented itfelf refembled a fmall chapel with a dome ; within this place

this cxquifite poet is entombed. The fepulchre is large, and engraved all over from
the top to the bottom with various charaftcrs, and is loaded with epitaphs even about

the bafe. The front is taken up with a moft excellent epigram on his name. On one
fide ot this fepulchre are others of two difciples of Hafiz, and on the other, that of a

certain Seid, whofe name I have forgotten. The whole of the exterior court is full of

fimilar tombvS of lefs repute ; however the whole edifice was built in honour of the poet,

and is called by the Malionxetans Ziara, Such in Perfia is the eftiraation in which men
voii. IX, R, o£<
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of letters are held. Near where he is entombed, his book is preferveJ as a monument
of his mind, which is called the Divan, and is written in letters of gold. It is not,

faoweS^er, that which was written by himfelf, and which formerly was preferved here

}

the King having caufed that to be removed into his ov^n library. I vifited here likewife

the tomb of Sheik Saadi, another famous poet, who befides a Divan, or coUedion of

poetry, wrote the Guhflan, and the Boflan.

Many happy days and years to Signior Marius ! Long may he live for himfelf, and

tor the public } and with him all our common friends, whom I falute affectionately.

LETTER XVII.

Combru.

THE lall I wrote to you was from the gardens of Shiraz, on my way to Hifpahan,

ibr the purpofe of taking my departure thence to Europe by the way of the defart and

Turkey ; I have been prevented, however, from purfuing this plan, owing to the

impoflibility of mv meeting with camels for my baggage, owing to their being all

employed 'ui traniporting the booty made at Ormuz ; I, therefore, waited at Shiraa;

until by a courier I underdood that the EngliHi were about to embark for Surat with

their (ilk. Having therefore fo good an opportunity of viHting India, I abandoned my
firft projeft of travelling through Turkey to Europe, as being replete with inconvenience-

and danger, and refolved on vifiting the fea-fhore a third lime from Shiraz. I believe

{ omitted to ftate to you before that the Shiites, contrary to the opinion of the I'urks

and the Sonnites, hold it lawful to marry for a limited time ; at the expiration of which
the parties are free to feparate, or, if fatisBcd with each other, may contract a lading

marriage. Such females as thus have married for a time and feparated are not, on
that account, the lefs efleemed. Mod of the marriages at Shiraz are after this man«
ner ; and fuch is faid to be the difpofition for changing of the women of this city, that

a curious tale is related, which is condantly in every one's mouth ; of two women
who were intimate friends meeting together, one aiked the other how long (he had lived

whh her prefent hufband, and being anfwered two months ;
" Poor creature," faid

the fird ; ** and hew is it poflible you could endure one man fo long
!"

On the 20th of Augud Shiraz was in a tumult of joy, upon the news arriving of
the Shah having made conqued of the city and province of Canduhar. It feems it

capitulated fubfi quent to the garrifon, and the chief of its inhabitants having abandoned
it with their property.

On the 26th of Augud I left Shiraz for the fea-fliore, intending to pafs by Darab-
ghierd, which I had not yet feen ; and continued the fame road we had travelled before

as far as to Zirevan, arriving there on the 5th of September. On the evening of that

day we took the road leading through Darabghierd, leaving that which led through
Deh Chair, by which we paffrd the year before, and arrived there by day-brcnk, having
travelled four leagues. All I can tell you of Darabghierd is, that, from the form of its

habitations, and a number of palm-trees growing in the place, it has more the appear-

ance of a borough than a city, nothing but its great extent and its numerous popula-

tion giving it a fuperiority over the neighbouring towns. It has only one remarkable
beauty, which is a dream running through the great fquare and market place, in the

former of which it traverfcs a fmall bafon of water of a round form. The meaning of
its name, Darabghierd is, Darius endofed it with walls (^cinxit Darius'). The day of

our
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our arrival was fpent in receiving viHts ; and upon the approach of night we mountedonr
camels, and arrived on Thurfday at the peach-garden of Moghokiel; and on Friday at

the mofque of the tomb of an Imanzadi. On Saturday we halted under the paWo
trees of the village of Furg, and refted on fucceffive nights at the town of Talkvie,

Seid Geuder, where we {lo(>ped all Tuefday, Peturgen, Dertenghi chehar rud, Guhnd»
Guri Bazirgon, and thence at Serzehi rizevon, where we found no inhabitant, every

one having fled from fear of the foldiers, who in this quarter conducted themfelves

very indi&rently to what they are ufed when under command of the Shah. Here we
quitted the road of Abibungher, and took that which runs fouth to Combru ; we
{lafled in the night through a town called Chah Chakor without haltmg, making five

eagues from our place of departure, at the end of which we encamped under the fliade

of the luli dagheli, a tree whofe branches hanging to the ground take root and pro-

duce a new tree, and this fo repeatedly as to form a foreft of arches, fufficient in fome
inftances to (helter an immenfe number of people. Its leaves are thick, oval, fome-

what refembling thofe of the quince, but much thicker and larger. Its fruit is very

fmall, of a greyifli fcarlet colour, but when quite ripe iqjclining to black ; the wood of
it is extremely light.

In the evening we left this natural houfe, and arrived at Combru two hours before

day-light, on the 21 (t of September. This place is large, fpacious and well peopled

on the fea-(hore, and having now changed its mafter, has likewife changed its name,
being now called Port Abalu. In this city people of whatfoever religion they may be
or country, who refort hither to trade, are welcome, and have the free exerdfe of their

religion. We lodged here in the houfe of a Jew, in which we met with every coa»

venience and accommodation as well in board as lodging.

While remaining at Combru for the arrival of the Engli(h> on the 4th of Odobev
the city experienced four or five dreadful fhocks of an earthquake^ which were
repeated the fucceeding night fo violently as to throw down feveral houfes, with one
of the towers of the fortrefs.

I fend you this by Mr. George Strachan ; who for benefit of his healthy aiFeded by
his refidence at Mina, is about to go home to Lar, and afterwards to Hifpahan*

Mentioning Lar, I have to obferve to you, that the coins of that province being of
pure metaf, difficult to counterfeit, and taken by weight, pafs currently all over

the Eafl. I falute you and all my friends ; to wxiom I befeech you to nuke my
refpe£ls.

The author remained at Combru till the 15th of January 1623, when he left

Ferfia, embarking on board the Whale, an Engliih (hip bound for Surat*.

B. S AN:
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THE country at prefcnt called Gcorcjia coniprohends all that known to the ancients

under the names of Colchis and Iberia, with part of Armenia, And pofllbly of

Albania, 'i'his traft, according to Strabo, includes the country of ihe Mufcovitos, for

it extends in length from the moft caftem extremity of the Black fea, where it begins,

to the Cafpian; it has towards the eaft only a fmall maritime didrift of Albania, be-

longing at this time to the King of Perfia; in which are fituatcd the cities of Uacku
and Derbent, called by the Turks, Domircapi (Iron-gate), and defcending a little

towards the South, a fmall portion of Shirwan, the capital of which is Schamachi, ap-

parently a part of the ancient Media Atropatenis. A little towards the weft Georgia is

bounded by the Black fea. North of it are the Cafpian mountains, branching from
mount Caucafus and ftretching from one fea to the other, inhabited at this time by certain

barbarians and thieves, called Lezghi, chiefly Mahometans, and fome very polTibly ftill

idolaters or atheifts. It is not improbable they may be the Soani or Phthirophages

mentioned by Strabo. Finally, towards the fouth it has for boundary that part of

Armenia bordering on Media, and lower down on the moft weftern fide, towards Trc-
bifond, if I miftake not, fome part of Cappadocia.

The whole of this country, throughout which the fame language is common to all

the inhabitants, was governed formerly according to their account by one King, until

he divided his dominions among his four children, all of whom he made fovereign

Princes. With the eldeft, however, to whom he gave the middle and better portion

of the divifion, he left a certain pre-eminence above the others, whence this Prince is even
now refpefted by all the reft, is confidered as the elder branch, and is honoured by the

title of Mepet Mepe (King of Kings), the other princes taking the ftylc of Princes

of Georgia only.

1 he number of Princes at this time is fix ; for in addition to the four of royal blood
before mentioned, there arc two others, who were chief minifters of the Mepet Mepi,
and governors of two confidorable portions of his dominions on the Black Sea, who
revolting, feized upon and made themfclvcs abfolute lords of the provinces they go-
v^rned. Acquiring in procefs of time, authority and reputation, they not only rofe

to an equality, but formed an alliance with the others. At prefent they arc all upon an
equal footing, and frequently intermarry ; remembrance is however yet kept up of the

diflinction of" the Mepet Mcpc, for when ha mounts his horfe, the two princes formerly

lii-, vaiFils and minifters, when by, arj uoiit to hold the one the bridle the other the

ftirrup as an acknowl-goment of his fovenignty. As to the divifion of the country fince

its p;'.rlifioti into fix diiftind Sovereignties, the Mepet Mope is lord of a dominion in the

t litre of Georgia, called in the language of the country Imeriti, the iunermoft, the

ftroDgelt part of the whole, and luidoiibieilly the Iberia of the ancients. The name
of th'- reigning Prince of this part is Ghiorghi or George; on addrefling him, for fhort-

nefs fake, he is not calKd Akpjt Mepc, ihj only name he ligns. but Ghiorgi Mepc
or K/iig GL'orge. The Turks, iiowever, for what reafon I am ignorant, call not

oajy the country but the ruling prince Bafti-yachivi, or bareheaded,

H Eaftward
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* Eaftward of this ftate is another province called Kachoti, which, if I miflake not,

forms a part of the ancient Iberia, and p >bly of Albania. This is the dominion of a

Prince defccndcd from the youngclt of ti.. four brothers of the blood royal ; his re-

fidence is the city of Zagain. Thefe princes, however, as well as the gentry of the

country (for, unlike the ufual cuftom of the eaft, the Georgians are diftinguiftied by an
hereditary nobility, and intermarry only according to rank as in luirop,j), thcfe princes,

I fay, as well as the gentry called Afnaures refulc chicily in and prefer the country,

looking upon towns as fuitable only to people following trades and commerce, wWcli

they confider beneath them ; and fo powerfully does this fcntimtnt prevail among the

Georgians, fuch even as are not Afnaures, provided they be able to fubfill otherwife,

difdain to live in towns, and defpife all handicrafts and trade, leaving the exercife of

thefe to forei(:^ners, fuch as Armenians, and Jl-ws, the number of whom in the country

is very confiderable, and others of fimilar aftivity.

As for them their chief occupation is arms, the ecclefiaflical profeffion, which, how-
ever few among them follow, or, in which many are employed, the culture of their

own eftates, which are extremely produftive not only of iriiits of all defcription, but

alfo of fdk which they colled in quantities. Molt of the inhabitants poflefs fome por^^

tion of land, and fo many being employed in the field was the caufe why they were
termed Georgians by the ancient Greeks (rtej Ftoi), or hufb^Tidmen. From this pro-

penfity of its inhabitants, the towns in this country are few in number and incon^

fiderable, but the fields are well populated in every part, and covered with, goodl

houfes, although principally of wood. They have, moreover, a number of chambers^

well conftrufted in themfelves, but commonly in but indifterent repair.

The Prince who formerly reigned over this province of Kucheti is ftill living, but
deprived of his dominions, as I Ihall hereafter relate, and is called Teimuraz : Abbas,
the prefent King of Perfia, was friendly difpofed towards this priuce, and on his wife

dying fent to him father John Thaddeus de St. Eliz^e, a barefooted Carmelite, at prefent.

in Perfia, and at that time chief of the miflion, with compliments of condolance.

Prince Teimuraz, who is of the Romifli communion, on that account, as well as from
his being fent by King Abbas, fhewed him great civility, and was extremely affable to

him ; caufing him to celebrate mafs in his principal church in prefence of the metro-

politan, and intended himfelf to have been there on the occafion, but by fome means
was prevented. He otFered him affo territory for the eftablifliment of a convent of his

order, and to build a church upon in fliort, the Prince himfelf as well as the metro-

politan, whofe name was Allah Verdi, a prudent man, and well affected to the Holy
See, exhibited an extreme attachment and refpeft towards the Romifli churcii.

Of the two Princes defcended from the two other brothers of the blood royal, the one is

Sovereign of a dominion fouth of Kacheti and Imiretti. The name of the country is

Cardel or Carduel. It forms part of the greater Armenia, the name of its capital

Teflis. It formerly was fubjeft, (and even in the memory of our lluiiers) to Prince

Simon, who died afterwards inprifon at Conflantinople, famous in hillory for tlie wars
he waged againft the Turks. This Prince, from the letters written by him to Paul IIT.

of happy memory, if thofe letters were truly of his writing, as I believe tiiem to have
been, was evidently well alleged towards the Holy See. Ona of thefe letters, tog rher

with the note previoufly addreflcd by that Sovereign Pontiff to the Prince, Is intortod

in a book publifhed by Thomas de Jef us, a barefooted Carmelite, and entitLd iL- pro-

curanda falute omnium gentium.

Latterly, this flate was governed by Luarfab, a young Prince of great p-omife, rhc

grandfou of the faid Simon, but fome few years ago, whilel was in Krfia, he cam.- to

a v.retched
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a wretched end, being put to death in prifon, where he had been confined for feveral

years, without leavine any ifTue, not having coiiruinniated with the bride to which h.* had

Deen betrothed. His principality came afterwards under the dominion of another

Prince of his houfc, liis nephew, or coufin, but a Mahometan, and not as an abl'olute

Sovertign, but in vaflalage under the King of Pcrfia, as I (hall defcribe.

The other Prince dtjfccnded from the blood royal, held dominion over a country

weftward, comprizing a piirt of CarducI : it bordered upon Armenia, Cappadocia,

and the frontiers of t\ledia. At prefent, this (late no longer exifls, as will appear.

The two lafl Princes defcended from the minillers of whotn I have fpoken, and not

from the ancient Kings, polTcfs dominions fituated on the Kuxine or Black fea. The
one towards the north is mailer of the country which lays between the Cafpian moun-
tains and thofe of Dadian, (a word importing vagabond, from the way of life anciently

followed by its inhabitants, refenibling that of the Arabs), but of late years, fince this

cuftom has been changed, the country is one of the fined and befl cultivated in Georgia.

This province, the ancient Colchis, is called by the Turks, Mingrelia. The Prince

which reigns over it at prefent is young, his name to the bell of my recolleflion,

Levan. In 1615, a Jefuit from the e(labli(hment at Conftantinoplc, who vifited the

Chriflians of this country to inform himfelf of their difpoii'ion, returned while I was
yet at Conflantinople. I was with him without other compan ' for three or four days, he

being taken ill on his return of a contagious diforder whitii T'^igned in that city. The
good father related to me that he had feen this young Prmce, at that time, but twelve

vcan of age ; that the mother, who lived in a coarfe, rudic manner, governed during

}iis minority} that he had indu£led the Prince into the church, to otiFer up the head ^
a wild boar which he had killed ; that the Prince had loaded him with kindnefs and
ihewed great attachment to him, but that for want of knowing the language of the

country, and of any who could interpret for them, they were at a lofs to underfland

each other ,and incapable of treating on any matters. Nothing beyond has tranfpired

of the journey of this Jefuir, either owing to h,'? dying of the plague, or his papers being

loft in a tempeft at fea. But 1 hope that his l<t-e:hren at Conftantinople, as they are fo

contiguous to this (laic, that a voyage thither may be cfteded in a week, or even in

lefs time in cafe of favourtVole weather, will not have given up the midion ;
poflibly,

indeed, they may already have either deputed millionaries, or be on the eve of fending

fome.

South of Mingrelia on the Black fca, and bordering on Cappadocia and Trebifond,

reigns the remaining Prince not defcended from the ancient Kings. This date called

Guriel, is in my elleem either a part of Cappadocia or Colchis. The Prince's name
I think, is Jefe. Of his family, I believe, is the Metropolitan now at the head of the

whofe i)f the Georgian church not fubjed to the King of Perfia. Over that part de-

pendent on'the latter which lays more towards the ead, there is another primate no-

minated by that Sovereign. The lad fuccee led to that Allah Verdi, whom I before

have mentioned ; and was living while I wasin Perda. A different one called likewife Allah

Verdi, (if that name be not rather an appendage to the perfon holding the primacy),

had a fiiler, at prefent in exidence in Perfia, whither (he was tranfported together with

numbtTS of her nation on occaficn of that famous tranlmigration of the Georgians, on
which I Ihall touch as I proceed. 'J his lady married the (on of a fider of the old Allah

Verdi il.ccafed. She has two fiders, one of which was godip with me, I having dood
ac fponlor I'or t!irt*e of her fons brought thither on the migration from Georgia. They
are at prefoiit living in Hifpahan, wh.re they have refidt d a nuniber of years in a very

wretched mroiner, as i was witnctis to, fudcring every privation rather than apullatize,
*

5 the
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the King refufing them any allowance, but upon conditioi >f ffc^'r < iging their

religion. They fupported their mifory with great patience, jcwuhftnno
;;
they had

been educated in Georgia in profufion and grandeur, and afwi h^ing pi->Cvd of all

they had brought from tlicir own country, they were fupported wy their labour, and

occafionally by alms from the monks at Hifpahan. Th^'I'e goo<i fathers continually

protefted them as well as the other Europeans rcfident there, each as long as we re-

mained in that city relieving them to the extent ol his ability.

Georgia has exided almofl: conflantly from early time in the manner I have here

defcribed. As to timporalities, it has ever niiiintained itiolf independent, whicli is

certainly a prodigy, its fituiition between the two great empires of Perfia and Turkey

being confidered, and the inveteracy they have cmiftantly (hewn aqainfl it, rather on

account of the religion of its inhabitants, than for any other caul'c; that they Ihould

ib have upheld themfclvcs, divided by party differences as its Vrinces frequently have

been, almoft without knowlege of artillery, with few or no fire-arms, with fo fmall a

number of fubjefts compared with their opponent;?, and what is p.bove all, without the

means of receiving fuccour from any other power, owing to their infulated pofition.

Thefe coUedive circumftances evince in their governors a great portion of courage;

while, in fpite of all attempts at opprefling them, with their fovereignty they have

even to the prcfent day upheld themfelves, as have their fubjefts alfo, true votaries of

the C hrilUan faith. On this account it appears to me not only that they deferve great

praife, but that the church itfelf h highly indebted to them for the bravery and
prowefs they have exhibited in the wars they have waged at one time with the Per-

fians, at another with the Turks, frequently defeating their armies ; and efpecially

for the conftancy with which they have defended and preferved the pure religion of

Jefus.

In the prefent age, either as a punifhment for their fins, or othcrwife by permiflion

of the Moft High, the Georgians have been forcly oppreiTed ; and that, more than

to any other caufe, owing to their diforganization and feuds : hence, notwiihftanding

they yet have confiderable power, they have loft a great part of that they formerly

poflelfed. For, of the fix Princes which I have defcribed, one defcended from their

ancient Kings, whofe dominions bordered on Armenia and Cappadocia in the neighbour-

hood of Tabril and the confines of Media, and who fervcd againft his will, at one time

in the armies of the Turks, at another in thofe of Perfia, in their continual wars, had
his territories by degrees incorporated with thofe of the Turks, who finally feized upon
the xvhole of them, under the vain pretext of his being the fomenter of thefe troubles.

I am told that there yet exifts a young Prince of his family who lives at the court of

the Grand Signior, foliciting there in vain, as an indemnification for the dominions

raviflied from him, the government of fome province.

Of late years, upon a frelh war breaking out between the Porfians and Turks,

fliortly before my travelling into Perfia, two other Georgian Princes of the ancient

royal houfe were fpoiled of their principaHties ; and, although not utterly ruined, were
reduced to a wretched condition. Poffibly, however, fome new revolution, which is

not unlikely to happen, may reinftate them. Thefe two Sovereigns are the Princes

Teimuras and Luarfab, both whom, their territories laying on the frontiers of Perfia, were
in meafure dependent on that empire. The greater part of the Princes of Georgia even

were accuftomed to receive their education at the court of that power, and thefe two
latter paffed feveral years of their infancy there. In the war of which I fpeak, while

peace was negotiating between thr ''erfians and Turks ; whilft yet the armies of cither

under
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power were In prilcnce of tacli other, and while, wliotn thefc Princes depended on
vas yet under dilcnflion, cacli claiming thin\ as his vallals, the King of Pcrfia afhnned

to the Tiirkifli ambafliulor that they conllautly owned allopiance to him, and that

as a proof tiv-y waited en hiin in ins camp as oiun as required. The anibaflador,

who would not allow hi;; claim, anlwcrtd, that it they were thus fubmiflivc, it might
be proved by his lummoninq tlum at the indant.

Upon this the Kinp I'mnmoncd tliem, but thcfe Princes, feeing tlie Turkifli army fo

clofe upon tlieni, were fearful of declaring themfelves, and prevaricated firft with one
then with the other, excufuig themfelves handfomely towards the Perfians, but re.

fufing to enter their camp. This piqued the Perfian exceedingly, and brought him
into a degree of difrepute among the I'urks ; he, however, dilh njbled his refentraent

at the inllanr, an he could do no other 5 but after the Peace was concluded and the

Ottoman army withdrawn, he, by his ufual intrigues, managed to effeft a difunion

between Luarlab and Teinmrais, fuch even as ahnolt to engage them to rcfort to arms,
notwiihltamling their allinity, for Teiinuras had efpoufed as a fecond wife the filler of
Luarfab; extremities, however, were prevented, while their two armies were on foot,

by the interpofition of cert:un noblenien, their vad'als, who reprefented to and fatisfied

them of the divifum being fomented by the King of Perfia, fcr the purpofe of ruining

both. Upon looking into the intrigue, they difcovcrcd that this King had fecretly

conveyed a letter or order to either, couched in the felf fame terms, exhorting each to

attack, make away with the other, and feize upon his dominions, in which attempt he
pledged to fuccour him, and maintain him in pofl'eflion of the territories he fhould

conquer : profcfling to each he addrelFed the ftrongefl friendfhipand the grcateft aver-

fion to his adverfary, on many accounts which he fuggefted. Notwithftanding this

elucidation, fo cafy of deception is this nation, it failed to put them on their guard, or

teach them wifdom.

In addition to this, the King fomented difcord between Teimuraz and his mother,.

or at lealt excited millruft. This princcfs, called Ketevan Dedupah, or Queen
Ketevan, pofllfled great ahiliiios, was of exemplary conduit, related to Luarfab, and
being a widow, had governed the {late for years during the minority of Teimuraz, and
had vaiianily defended it againil (londantine Menfa her coufin, a Mahometan Prince,.

who, upon the death of her hulband, Daud, the brother of Condantine, had mercilefsly

and cruelly mallacred her old father Alexander. After him another brother attempted

an invaficn of the date, and would have fucceedcd but for her giving him battle,.

defeating him, and putting him to death, together with a number of pcrfons who fup-

portid him. Upon thefe ieveral accounts fhe was exceedingly edeemcd and loved

by the people. The King of Perfia, to excite niidrull in the mind of Teimuraz, infi-

nuated that his niuther intended to marry a certain officer, whom, for his valour and
prudence, flie had employed in difilrent departments of the government; and that in

fuch cafe, die would contrive the ruin of 'I'eimuraz, for the purpofe of fecuring the

principality to the children fhe might have by her fecond hud)and.

Teimuraz nourifhing this idea, and ignorant of the fnare laid for him, put this

officer, the bed day of his country, to death, and withdrew all authority from hij

mother ; afterwards this young man, unexperienced and not beloved by his nobility,

found himfelf encircled with trouble. For the King of Perfia excited frefli difcontent

n the date, and rendered him contemptible in the eyes of the nobles, on account of his

being a child, treating them on their vifits to Perfia with the greateft diltindion and

fiiuiiiarity, making luem confiderable prefents, and in every thing which regarded

their
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ttieir religion, admitting perfcft toleration ; fo that by degrees they became attached

tr this monarch, weaned of their aft'edion for their natural lovcreign, and eUccmed as

the height of felicity their having him for lord.

After employing fiich artifices for fome time, the King of l*erfia, in 161 ^j fell all at

once upon Georgia with a large army, under pretence of Teimuraz having married

the Princcfs Kaurafliian, filler ot Luarfab, who had prcvioufly been promifoj to him.

Wherefore, on his arrival upon the frontiers of the dominions vH Luarfab iuul 'I'eimu-

raz, he ordered thefe two Princes to repair to his camp, to render account of this and

bring him the bride, dating his firm refolution of poUefilng her, and infilling on the

diffblution of her marriage with Teimuraz, which already had been confummated ; as if

fuch a pradice were allowable with the C'hridians as with the Mahometans.

The Georgian Princes were aftoniflied at this unexpeded fummons, and what aug-

mented their confufion was the treachery of u number of noblemen, who afTorded a

free pafTage to the troops of Perfia, and introduced them into the heart of the country

;

into which, without this perfidy, from the natural fortifications which furroimd it, and

its dithcult pafli'S, it would have been impoflible for him to have penetrated. Thefe

Princes, exceedingly perplexed, knew not what meafures to adopt, and Luarfab, the

moft fimplc of the two, refolving on obedience, furrendered himfolf, and was fent by

the Perfian into the province of Allcrabad, on the Cafpian Sea, a confiderable dillance

from Georgia, where he was placed under the care of the khan of that province, and

treated rather as a guefl than a prifoner, being allowed to go wherever he chofe. The
King of Perfia did not commit any devaltation upon or even enter the territories of

Luarfab, but eftablifhed there as a governor one Riarci, or Bagrcd Mirza, either an.

uncle or coufin of Luarfab, who had fome years before turned iS'Iahonietan in Perfia.

He had a fon a Moil cm as well as his father, but born in this religion, who govei*ned

in that country when I was there, not indeed as .1 fovercign prince, but as a khan anil

vafial of the King of Perfia, the better part of whofe forces were commanded by
officers of the Cluiftian faith, which likewife was the religion of the chief part of his

fubjcds.

After Luarfab had refided in this manner for fome years in Ailerabad, that he might
be more fecure of hispcrfon,the King of Perfia caufed him to be removed to Farfiltan,

or Perfia Proper, one of the provinces the moft diftant from Georgia, where he was
clofely confined for fome time in a fortrefs, at a fliort diflance from the capital, called.

Shiras. At lalt in 1621. or about that time, when his fubjefts had the greatefl hopes

of his liberat'on, and the King appeared moft anxious to fee and be favourable to hun,
pxat^ly the reverfe occurred. For this fovereign all at once was difgufted wiih the

Prince, in confequence of the revengeful infinuations of one Murza, a man of higheft

Gonfideration among the Georgians, and very powerful, whofe filler Luarfab had
either promifed to marry, or after marrying had repudiated, who p-^rfuaded the King,
wiih whom he was high in favour, that hi' never could maiiitain a fecure and peace-

able polVcfiion of the dominions of Luarfab as long as he lived ; for being fo well be-

loved by his people, they would conftantly nourifli hopes of feeing him again their

fovereign, as long as he exilted, their hearts aad good-will being wholly his.. Infti-

;fated by this motive, or elfe from the difcovcry of a confpiracy about this time among
the Georgians, to dellroy him. Abbas refolved on qualhing their hojjes, which, in cafe

r,l" any infurreftion, might caufe thefe people to appear in array againll him, and caufed

Luari'ab to be ftrangled in prifon with the bow-ftring.

Teimuraz was more cautious, never trulting himfelf to the cuftody of the King of
Perfia, declaring when cited, that he was apprchenfive of his anger, as he v.-as

VOL. IX. s offended
i,
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offended ; (hat it was impoflible for him to part with his wife, as neither the Chriftiart

relij;;ion nor his own honour allowed him to give her up to anotlier ; but in order to

fatisiy him of his fubmiflion, he fent to him his own mother with his two unmarried

fifters, and two young children, his offspring by the lady contefted. This meafure was
adopted by Teimuraz under expectation that the Lady Ketevan, his mother, a woman
of confummate ability, and who had fevcral times before negotiated different affairs in

Perfia with the King, with wliofe manner and difpofition Ihe was perfe • ly acquainted,

would be able to appeafe that Monarch, and procure him peace. The nieafiire, how-
ever, was fruitlel- , the King being inexorable, and appearing to be pafllonately attached

to the Princeis Kaurafhian, well knowing that Teimuraz neither could nor would
liften to the infolent propofal made to him of giving hor up, he infifted on Teimuraz
appearing before him. JJut as the Prince refufed obedience, the King retained the

Princefs Ketevan, and fent her, together with her children and grandchildren, to the

city of Shiras, where, when I was there, (he was maintained with the refped due to

her rank. After this the King of Perlia entered Georgia with his army, that is to fay

the province of Kacheti, dependant on Tcinmraz, which was made acceflible by the

treafon of feverable nobles, who fided with him in hopes of great rewards, and opened
to him the moft difficult paffages through the mountains.

Teimuraz perceiving his enemies all at once in the midft of his country, without any
army on foot to oppofe them, or time to raife one, was fearful of trufting himfelf to

fubjeds whofe fidelity he had full reafon to fufpeft, and having no other refource, he,

with his wife and a number of Georgians, who faithfully adhered to him, betook
themfelves to flight ; firft taking refuge in the more interior and Ilrongeft part of
the country of Imerite, where this Prince hrft reigned, and afterwards flying to Odifd
or Dadian.

Many noblemen under falfe hopes voluntarily fubmitted to the King of Perfia, and
apoftatizing enrolled themfelves under his banners. Others of more generous difpo*

fition, but who had no time to fly, were overcome by force. Thus the whole people,

in immenfe numbers, became the prey of the fpoiler.

The King, upon his entrance into Georgia, after obferving the natural ftrength of
its fortifications, and refleding on the injury to which he would be expofed from the

inhabitants provided they fhould become united and under a good government, was
not only undefirous ot retaining the country, but conceived it beft to withdraw

thence the whole of his army as foon as poflible. He was, however, unwilling to mifs

the advantage he obtained by the fubjugation of fuch a numerous people, of infinitely

greater value than the country itfelf; and duly weighing the defolation which would

rollow the entire depopulation of a whole provmce, he caufed all the inhabitants, males

as well as females, to leave their houfes, noblenten as well as plebeians, young and old

of all defcriptions, caufing them to take with them their moll valuable offccls, as many
as they could, and placing them in front of his army, he marched them rapidly into his

own dominions, afterwards diftributiiig them among thofe provinces fartheft from

Georgia, the fhinnefl of inhabitants. Hence the provinces of Kherman or Caramania,

Mazanderan, on the Cafpian Sea^ and feveral others of that empire, are now princi-

pally inhabited by Gedrgians and Circaffians ; for a number of Circafftans but a fliort

time before, from a dearth of provifions in their own country, paffed into that of

Teimuraz, and became the vaflals of this Prince in common with the Georgians,

living and intermarrying with them. I'hefe, therefore, were treated in the fame man-

nar as the Georgians, and, alike difperfed over the different provinces of Perfia, enjoy

ec^ual liberty with the other iubjedts of the crown. Although they are found in many
13 other
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other provinces, in FarfiflanandMazanderan, they are in fuch numbers, that through-

out wholi; cities and diftrids there are no other inhabitants. For their fubfiftence the

King grants them lands, for which they pay, in common with the Mahometan fubjefts,

an inconfiderable fine. Thefe people, who form the chief of the inhabitants of thefe

provinces, preferve their religion, which, however, is very grofs Chriftianity, owing to

their having no priefts or minifters to inftruft them, or at leaft fo fmall a number as to

be infufficient for the tuition of fuch a multitude of people varioufly difperfed ; and

even fuch as thefe are fo ignorant themfelves, as to be of little utility. Many noble-

men, however, impatient of hardfliips, and moft of the foldiers, with feveral among the

peoplei, moved by ambition and avarice, in order to participate the bounty of the King

largely dealt out to thofe who change their religion, and again numbers induced by

neceflity, have turned Mahometans, and ftill continue to do fo. By means of thefe

the army of Abbas has been frequently augmented ; he employing thefe ferfs, as they

are called, as a counterpoife againft and to reftrain the infolence of the Quifilbaflii.

The number of thefe renegadoes in his fervice, exclufive of Armenians and Circaf-

fians, is computed at 30,000, all embodied together. Some of them hold commands

in the army, have governments, and have rilen to various dignities, even to thofe of

fultans and khans.

Diilinft from thefe Georgians, who are free in Perfia, there is moreover an infinite

number not only of the common people, but of the nobility, who in the diforder confe-

Suent on the irruption of the Perfians into their country, were made flaves by the Per-

ans. So many are there of this defcription, that there is not a houle of any confe-

quence in Perfia but is full of men and women of this country. Not a fatrap but has

his wives entirely of the Georgian nation, the women of that country being famous for

beauiy, and even the King has fcarcely any other for his attendants, his palaces fwarm-

ing with them, as well females as men. All of thefe nearly have abjured their reli-

gion, either in faft or in femblance, under the impreflion common among them, that

God knowing the fecrets of the heart, it is enough they (hoiild remain faithful inter-

nally to their religion, and that it matters not what profeflion they exteriorly make.

This unfortunate meafure of tranfporting the inhabitants of Georgia was attended by
the moft dreadful diforders and excelles. Murders, people dying of ftarvation, rob-

beries, rapes, children ftifled in defpair by their own parents, or thrown by them into

rivers, others maflacred by the Perfians for want of good complexions, others again

torn from their mothers' breafts, and thrown into the ftreets and highways, to become
the prey of wild beafts, or be trodden to death by the horfes and camels belonging to

the army, which for a whole day together trampled upon carcafes : fuch is the picture

of this {hocking expedient ; and afterwards, how agonizing the feparation of parents

from their children, hulbands from their wives, brothers from their fifters, div.ded

from each other, and forwarded to different provinces ! So numerous were thefe

wretched ruined people on this occafion, that they were publicly fold at a cheaper rate

even than beails. But let us draw a veil over this frightful fcene, and proceed to fpeak

of Teimuraz. After wandering for feveral days in the territories of the other Princes

of Georgia, he at laft withdrew to the Turks, among whom he latterly continued to

dwell, receiving from the Grand Signor, as I was informed, the government of the

city of Cognijwith fome lands in Cappadocia, inhabited principally by Chriftians of the

Greek church, the revenue from which government ferves for his fupport. He has

continually endeavoured and ftill feeks to be revenged on the King of Perfia. He it

was, who, in 1618, was the inftigation of that great army of the Turks and Tatars

penetrating into Perfia, in which expedition he accompanied it. This army made
8 2 greater.
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greater progrcfs into Perfia than any one had ever done before, ahnoft reaching

Ardebil, a fanftuary of the Perfians, and the place of fepuhure of the reigning dynafty

of that country, which Teimuraz was ardently defirous of deflroying, to avenge hini-

fell for the deUrudtion of the churches in Georgia. In this war, the moft perilous of

any in which Abbas was ever engaged, I accompanied him. The Turks, however, from

bad condu6l, want of (kill and courage, did not reap the advantage they might have

done upon theoccalion, and finally concluded, as is commonly the cafe with thcni, by

elfcfting nothing ; nay, their retreat rather relembled a flight, a number of their men
being cut ot}', w iiich caul'ed the Pcrfian to return to court in triumph, Teimuraz repair-

ing to his government. Since then he has remained quiet, waiting a more opportune

inilant, which, at the farthcft, mull occur on the death of Abbas, whom he has every

ciipnce of furviving, being much the younger of the two, and of whicli he is fecure,

owing to the difappointment thefe Ciiorgians have experienced in their expedations,

who ipollaiized in Peifia after their trt-achery t(j Teimuraz ; the King not having

requited them as they wifticd, nor treating them any longer with the fame kindiiefs he

did before ihey became his valfals, nor in matters of religion ading as they expedted,

r?ceivirg none into his fervice, nor ati'ording to any one, whether noble or a foldier,

the lealt afliftance, other than on condition of turning a Mahometan. For thefe rea-

fons the Georgians look on him with difguft, and repent their condud, fo much fo

even, tha' they exclaim openly they have been deceived, and that if the pall could be

recalled, thty would aftditlertntly. Hence, I doubt not, although Abbas as a prudent

and much dreaded Sovereign may be able to maintain his ground as long as he lives,

that upon his death (as is always the cafe m Perfia) the Iword will be drawn at his

funeral ; when, provided the Georgians retain their prefent difpofition and be united,

provided they have a chief poflVlfed of abilities, Tiimuraz by their aflillance may
eventually eifecl great things in Perfia, nay polfibly ail'ume the lucceilion : ag<iinll this,

there is hut the natural temper of his people, lickle and prone to change. Nor will

it any ways furprile me, if the dominions of Luarfab fliould again become fubjed to

fome Chnftiaii Prince, either by the abjuration of Mahomet anifm on the part of the

prefent governor, or by the people di-pofing him and placing fome Chrillian on the

throne, fmiilar revolutions not being unufual in Georgia.

The Princefs Ki tivan, the mother of IVimiira/, vv is, as I have noticed before, con-

duced to Shiras with her two grand-children. \Vliile I was there flie refided Hill in

that city, and was treated with great relpoct. She, with all her fiimily, confilling of a

number of male and female attendants, remaiiieil linnly attached to the fai'.h of Chrift,

obfervingall the duties of religion as well as (he was ;il)le ; but at tliat time ihe had no piielt

with her, or any regular iiiinilter of her country to fulfil its duties. On this account, one
•of her attendants olliciated, attached, as I conciive, to the church by fome degree, as he

was a good tiluillian, and luiug looked upon ;.s fiicli liv the MulTulmen, they were
fulicitous of re.iKAing him ; for which purpoll- tluy acculed him of fome weighty crime,

and fuborning faife widieircs to prove it, put liiui to death, burning him alive at Shiras.

He met death uitii coiillaucy, linn in his faith, and bearing hi.i iate with refignation.

As for the otiier clerk (lie had with her when I was tliere, he managed the whole alfairs

of the houfli .KI as an intendani, and was ratlu r a courtier than a divine ; and, whether
owing to ign ^rante or any other cauf' 1 kao.v 11. it. hi- n>.'v.'r laid m.iis. She had with

her, moreovjr, a tnc uk, but merely a novice of l.'a order, aiid a lay brother, who was

ot no fervice. A'^, however, the Carmelites and Augullin friars have now a convent

and a church at Shiras, I doubt n(jt they will have adordcd conlolatiun to the Princefs,

and preferve her Heady in the faith, particularly as they were never waiiting while I

I o was
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was there in rendering her affiftance in temporal matters, as long as flie lived. I fay

as long as (he lived, for in pafling through Baflbra fome months ago, I received intelli-

gence of the death of this Princefs on the 22d of September, 1624. She fuffered mar-

tyrdom in a moft cruel and glorious manner in the city of Shiras, by order of the King

of Perfia, on account of her perfiftance in the faith. I am ignorant w herefore they wera

folicifous of forcing a renunciation upon her, and can fay nothing of the particulars ;

for them I refer to the memoirs of Father Gregory Orfmi, a Dominican, the vicar

general of Armenia, who in his travels paffing through Perfia (hortly before me, at a time

tliis newly happened, gave a relation of the circumilance. This Father was at Baflbra

when I I'vjt him, and heard of it from his mouth, and thence he afterwards brought a

Uiinute .•tail of the matter with him to Rome. As for the grand-children of this

princel>, the one called Levan, the other Alexander, they were brought up by the King,

who woii'd never fuft'er them to fee their grandmother, as he educated them in Iflamifm,

led (he fill mid convert them, notwithftanding they refidcd in the fame city. The
fame year that Luarfab was put to death in prifon. Abbas caufed them both to he caf-

trated, deliiDus of deftroying in them, with all hopes of poilerily, any defire they might

conceive of returning to tl; country of their anceftors.

In my tlinv, the grandmother, not to hurt her feelings, was kept ignorant of this cir-

cumilance ; and, on having occafion to fee her domeftics, they enjoined me the firft

thing not to mention it. 'i'eimuraz has, however, other children by his fecond wife,

boys as well as girls : Providence not allowing, poflibly, that his family Ihould be wholly

extinft. When fome months back I was at Aleppo, news had arrived there that

Teinmraz, on account of being urged by the Turks to turn MulTulman, had fought

refuge in Mufcovy with a Chriftian Prince, as well as himfelf a fedary of the Greek
church, after which he attempted but fruitlefsly through his interference, he being on
intimate terms with the King of Perfia, to obtain the liberation of his mother. It was
even faid that this interference was the caufe of Abbas infifting on her apoftatizing, as

in cafe of her turning Mahometan it would juftlfy his refufal, or objefting would give

a colour to his putting her to death. However this may be, the latent fparks of hatred

in the breafl; ol 'I'timuraz were kindled into a flame upon this new outrage, and, joined

by the Mufco\ iits, he breathed nothing but war and revenge. Thefe, moved to pity

and indignation at fuch an atrocity, afforded him aid, and taking his route through
Circaflia and by the Caucafian mountains, which lay between Georgia and Mufcovy,
this Prince re-entered Georgia, and not only in his own country but alio in that of the

murdered Luarfab had attacked the Perfians with great hopes of fuccefs ; the way
being paved for him by a terrible flaughter of Mahometans, on the part of the fame
Moura, chief of the Georgians, and a rencgado, who, as I have before related, was the

hrit infiigator of all their calamities, and governed this country for the young Prince,

in the hjmds of the King of Perfia. Moura at length becoming fufpefted by Abbas,
from the great authority he polleffod, the wily King intended to put him to death ; this,

however, being liifcovered by Moura, he repented his conduit to Luarfab, and forgave

the injury he had received, already too amply revenged. It is l^nd he has renounced
Iflamilni, and made profefiion anew of Chr ftianity ; that, by a piece of artifice, he has

dedroyed feveial general oflicers belonging to the Perfians, who had fliortly before ar-

rived in thai country, and either dethroned or put to death the young Mahomeba
Prince. He is, it is further faid, induftrioufly employed in rendering I'eimuraz fovo-

of all tliofe countries, and delivering his nation entirely from the tyranny otreign

Perfia, and the religion of its falfe prophet.

fiid, but relate it merely as it was current.

This news, however, I do not give for

Not-



^34 PIETRO SXLLB VALLE 8 TRAVELS IN PERSIA.

V'Kothwithftanding the misfortune which, as I have related, befel Teimuraz and the

murdered Luarfab, the dominions of the latt^ are on their old footing, ftill governed

by a relative of bis family, but a Muffulman and a fubjef): of PerBa, unlefs the lad-

mentioned news be true, and it be relieved from his yoke. Teimuraz is Aill alive,

although deprived of his dominions ; his country and his children enflaved by Perfia,

bis mother martyred, and part of his territories depopulated and laid wafte. In

fliort, hitherto he waits for what fortune or rather Providence may have in (lore for

him*
There are three other Georgian 1 rinces, that is to fay, of Imeriti, Odilhi, aod Guriel,

who have conflantly ilourifhed, and continue to do fo, preferving their dominions in

profperity, without fuffering from the Mahometans. The territories of the two Princes

of Odifhi and Guriel lay on the Black Sea, fomewhat expofed indeed to attack from
the naval power of the Turks ; but poffefling, in confequence of their pofition, the ad-

vantage of a confiderable trade in filks and other articles with Conftantirit^ple and the

whole of Greece. In order to keep friends with fuch powerful neighbours, and that

they may have no moleftation from them, they profcfs a dependance on Turkey, and by
dint of prefents and continual fervices manage to fecure for themfelves peace and tran-

quillity. They, however, never admit ihe Turks into their country to aflume command,
nor allow a paflage even for their army to any other part. On the contrary, they

preferve fuch perfed liberty, that notwithftanding the Polifli Coflacks, who dwell at the

mouth of the Dnieper on the Black Sea, bcconftantly inimical to the Turks, and are

ever injuring them, the Georgians neverthelefs receive them as friends, being Chriftians,

and intermarry with them ; nay it is faid that the King of Poland maintains a friendly

intercourfe and correfpondence with them, and that veffels frequently traffic between

the two countries, a circumftance likely to be of great confequence to the Georgians,

the Ccffacks at prefent being mafters of the Black Sea, and very powerful ; add to which,

the King of Poland by means of this fea, in cafe of their being diflurbed by the Per-

sians or Turl^s, might render them aifillance, andthefe again be of fervice to the Coflacks,

the ports of the countries affording fecure retreats to cruizers, in their different ex-

peditions. Moreover, it is not impoflible that their pofition may in fome future time

be highly advantageous, Ihould any great enterprife be undertaken hereafter by the

Europeans againft Conftantinoplc, m facilitating an attack upon it by fea as well as by
land.

As for the dominions of the Prince of Imeriti, from their laying more in the heart of

the country, farther diftant from the Perfians and Turks, and being well defended on
all fides by mountains, rivers, and difticult paflages, he is independant of either one or

the other ; exteriorly indeed he pretends friendfhip to both, at the fame time miftrufting

each, and admitting neither one nor the other to march their armies through his

territories. In this he fliews his policy, as either, on account of difference of religion,

would ruin him if he could : for the Mahometans, notwithftanding they profefs and
appear to be friendly to Chridians under their government, never tolerate them except

when induced by intereft or ncctflity, and incnpable of ading otherwife ; for ultimately

they have ever ended in exterminating them, as the cafe with the Greeks of Conftan-

tihople, of more recent date with the late Kings of Hungary, and in various other

inftances known to all the world.

After thus having rendered a full account of the temporal condition of Georgia as I

found it, I (hall now fpeak of the fpiritual. The Georgians at a very early period em-
braced the faith of Chrift, to which they were converted by a foreign female flave, about

the year 330. By this flave many great miracles are faid to have been performed ^

her
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htf ttanie, however, is unknown, even to the inhabitants of the country, notwithftand.

ing they hive fetained her hiftory ; her only denomination in our martyrology being

that of Servajhn/a Chrijli. From the Greeks, I believe, they firft received the faith

in the time of the Emperors of Conflantinople, and in confequ'ince adopted the Greek

ceremonies ; thofe they now obferve. The office of the church is read in their own
language, which is written in two forts of charaf^ers, the one called Cudfuri, ufed in

churches and for their facred books, the other Chedroli, for common ufe ; and although

this be not the charafter of the church, the holy books are neverthelefs written in it

for the benefit of feculars. The Georgians have conftantly followed the tenets and

ritual of the Greek church, and pofiibly are yet involved in its errors. Among the

Greeks, indeed, thefe are lefs numerous than in the other of the eaftern churches, and

the Georgians admit even fewer polTibly than the Greeks ; but as they form a nation little

addifted to ftudy, arms being their chief occupation, they are confequently ignorant,

and but few among them pay attention to thefe matters, living like good Chriftians iti

the faith. As, however, there are fome of their country much more addicted than th«

Greeks to the examination oftheir own books, it follows, that one meets with an invincible

ignoi-ance in them, which is excufable. Moreover,being uninformed of the latter councils,

after the holding of which the Greeks ftill retained certain errors from which the Georgi-

ans continue free, (as is juftly remarked by Baronius in his Martyrology, and Gabriel

Prateolus in his Catalogue alphabeiiaue des Hereuques\ they ftandmore juftihed for thofe

to which they adhere than the Greeks. In addition to this, they ave free from the prefump-

tion of the Greeks with refpeft to the fupremacy of the church ; and notwithdanding

they in certain matters acknowlege the Patriarch of Conflantinople, they are not fubjeft to

him,appointing their metropolitan among themfelves, nor fuffering any jurifdidion on nis

part over their church. They have likewife a great refpeft for Rome, St. Peter and

St. Paul, much reverence for the P^pe, and are void of that averfion entertained by the

Greeks to fupremacy. They are neither proud, perverfe, nor hypocritical ; neither

are they deceitful in their treaties like the Greeks, but, on the contrary, mild* docile*

honeft, fimple, and fo eafy to be deceived, that, as I have before related, they owe to

this the whole of the misfortunes which have befallen them from the Mahometans. In

addition, they are fubjeft to Chriftian Princes, form a republic, and poffefs a government

as well for temporal as fpirit'al affairs ; a matter of chief importance, feeing that thofe

nations which have not ahy c ief, nor any eftablifhed form of government m the Eaft,

are made fubjeft to infidel fo\ reigns, who at bottom are the enemies of all Chriftians.

With fuch how is a general uiii n pofTible ? What councils for the purpofe can ther^

be affembled ? And in cafe of a fynod, what refolutions could there be adopted ? Ol^

who, on their being framed, would obferve them ? And, flaves as they are, might not

any difference which fhould follow ; might not calumny afford a pretext to the Ma-
hometans to dcflroy them, and perfecute the whole body of Chriftians under their

dominion ? But all this is poflible among the Georgians, on account of their pofTeffing

a regular government, a religion and a King of their own nation, ruling with defpotic

fway according to the manner of the Eaft ; nor is there a doubt but great advantage

would refult from fuch an undertaking, provided it were zealoufly begun, and the

inhabitants were inftrufted by competent perfons acquainted with their language

;

although, for what caufe I know not, while the Holy See has employed itfelf zealoufly

for the reunion of the reft of Chriftians in the Eaft, and has been lavifh of expence

to reclaim and reunire the Greeks and other nations, it has hitherto paid no attention to

the Georgians, who are not more diftantly fituated, nor more inaccefllble than the

others,
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Others, not lefs dear to God, nor lefs deferving of the care of the Romifh Church.

This confideration has prompted me, acquainted as I atn with their affairs, and ftrongly

attached to them, as well fpiritually as by the ties of friendfhip fubfi fling between my-
felf and many perfons belonging to that country, to reprefent this matter to you, and

implore Your HoHnefs in the mod prefling manner to exercife your wifdom in fuc-

couring them ; for the fewer errors to which they may hereafter be fubjedl, the greater

the merit which Your Holinefs will evince in the eyes of God, and the more brilliant

your glory before man.

In order, however, that your Holinefs may not be ignorant of the means by which

this is to be efi'eded, and the ways by which fuccour may be fcnt, I have' to inform

you that there are three.

The firft and fhortefl is by Conflantinople, whence one may travel to that country

by land, palling from Scutaria into Afia in Aifety with caravans, or companies of mer-
chants, who are conflantly going thither through Trebifond, and cfieft the journey in

a month ; but much more eafily and by a fhorter courfe by fea ; the tranfit feldom

Caking up more than from five to eight days. The mofl fit perfons for luch an enter-

prize would be the Jefuits, the Dominican friars, and the Francifcans, who have a con-

vent there and a church ; but efpecially the Jefuits, on account of its being their pecu-

liar province to devote thcmfeives to the fpiritual health of their neighbour, to inUrudt

and eflablifh colleges and fchools, which, as is evinced by experiencej is the befl and
moil excellent of all methods. However, in pafTmg from Conflantinople into Georgia,

I conceive there may exifl fome difliculty, owing to the obje£lion of the Turks ta

people of our religion entering that country, particularly if known to be monks or

prieAs ; neverthelefs, I have no doubt, but individuals polfefled of prudence and a

knowlege of Turkey, at the fame time familiar with the languages, by affuming a

different drefs, and fimulating the charader of a merchant, or fome other avocation,

may travel thither with little danger of difcovery, going in fmall numbers and at differ-

ent periods.

The fecond way is by Perfia, and much more eafy, by accompanying the cafila, or

caravan of merchants, firfl to the dominions of Luarfab, at prefent f ubjcft to the Per-

fians, and thence to the other and all of^the flates of Georgia. For this purpofe, from
that quarter the Portugueze Auguflins might be difpatched, who have churches ia

Perfia, or more properly the Carmelites ; as well as that in tlfeir abflinence from meat

they much refcmble the oriental friars, as that from the auflerityof their mode of life,,

they would have more influence upon the monks and prelates of the country and afford

a more excellent example for the people. They would have greater facility in their

enterpize from the late martyrdom of the Princcfs Ketevan at Shiras, whofe body is

faid to be interred in the convent of the Auguflins, through the means of the relations

of the metropolitan Allahvenii, and feveral others of the chief c^ the Georgians, with

whom I have formed an intimacy. In this cafe it would be requiOte I fliould accom-

pany them ; and that every thing fhould be conduced with the greatefl caution,

fecrefy, and addrtf's, that the King of PoiTia might have no fufpicion of any other,

defign intended under this cover, uhicii might expolb the adventurers to much injury,

as well as the Georgians ihemiclves.

The third and lafl courfe is by the way of Poland. From the extremities of this

kingdom one may readily reach the Blac!; Sea, and thence in a very few days arrive in

Georgia. 1 his voyage may alfo be effedcd by delccnding the Dnieper, paffmg by Kiovia,

kid to be thcTomos of Pontus, whither Ovid was baniflied. In Poland there would be

no
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no want of monks for this purpofe either among the Jefuits, Dominicans, or CarmeMte

friare, all ofwhom have convents in that country ; nor would the furtherance of the pUn
on the part of the King be wanting, fo good a Catholic and fo pious as he is ; n.iy,

we fliould mtfet with afliftance from his vaflals the Coffacs, through whofe means mif-

fionaries might enter Georgia in perfeft fecurity, with a bifliop, even nuncio or ambaf-

fador, if neceffary. The Ruffians alfo in Poland might be or fome avail, as following

hitherto the Greek ritual ; although fome among them be Roman Catholics, they

might be inflirumental in inducing thetn to perfevere in the Catholic faith, and would
fet them a valuable example. But Your Holinefs who, feparate from your confum-
mat€? wflcfom, are moreover infpired by the Holy Spirit, will readily difcover many
other and preferable methods to what I can point out. I, therefore, befeech you to

accept this account, containing the fummary of all the information I poflefs, as a
teflirhonial of ihy reverence for the Holy See, and zeal for the propagation of the

refigion and the fervice of Chrift } with which I conclude ; raoft humbly kiffing

Yoiir Holinefs's feet, ^
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THE TRAVELS OF SIR JOHN CHARDIN.

sr THE Wjir OF THE BLACK $£J,

TimOUOll THK CO«^mlttI Ot '

CIRCASSIA, MINGRELIA, THE COUNTRY OF THE ABCASj OEOROIA.

ARMENIA, AND MEDIA. INTO PERSIA PROPER;

With » very curiouR and accurate Account, not only of the Countriea through which he travelled, but of
the Mannors and Cuiloms, Religion and Govenmicnt, Commerce and Inclmations of the feveral NatioM
that inhfibit thoin : Relations fo tnucli ttic more curious, as thofe Countries and the People dwelling in

them, Iwd not been tolerably dcfcribed before by any Author *.

I . ji fuccin£l Introdudory Account of the worthy Perfm by whom thefc Travels were
written ; ofthe Value of them ; and of the peculiar Excellencies by which they are dif-

iinguijhed.— 2. An Account ofthe Thracian Bofphorus ; of the delightful ProfpeSls in

failing through it ; and the beautiful Countries upon the Coafi.— 3. The Author*

s

Arrival at Caffa ; a Defcription of the Country of the Crim Tartarsy and of the Con-

dition, Cujioms, and Manners of that Nation.— 4. The Cherkr, Abcas, and other

barbarous Nations that, howevery jlyle themfelves ChriJiiav.Sy largely defcrihed ; with

fame very curious Remarks on the State and Strength of thofe Nations.— 5. A more
particular Relation of the Mingreliansy Cara Cherksy or Black CircaJJians, and other

Inhabitants of that Country, known to the Ancients by the Name of Colchis.— 6. The
large andfruitful Country of Mingrelia cxadly dcfcribcd ; with a Vieiv of the Govern'
ment. Forces^ Way of living, and diffolute Manners of all Ranks and Degrees of People

who inhabit it.— 7- Of the terrible Corruption, in point of Religion, which reigns

amongfl them ; and from whence it appears to be a wild and extravagant Mixture of
Atheiftn and Superflition, kept up by the Arts and Frauds of their Priejis, who are little

better than Cheats and Jugglers.— 8. The Principality ofGuricl, and the Kingdom of
hneretta, anciently called Iberia ; with the Countries adjacent defcrihed, and the Manner
in which they lofl their Independency, and became Tributaries to the Turks.— 9. The
Author continues his Journey through Mingrelia ; is prcfent at the Ceremony of baptiz-

ing tu)o Children, of which he gives a large and particular Account.— 10. Thefamous
Mountain Caucafus defcrihed ; and a Vino of the Condition of its prcfent Inhabitant r— 11. A large and circumjlantial Detail of the Country and Inhabitants of Georgia ;

ivith a Defcription of the capital City of Tillis, and the State of the Roman Catholic

Mijficnaries in that Country.— 12. The Author*s Travels through the Countries at

the Foot of Mount Taurus, forming a little Principality inhabited by the CfJ'acs. —
13. An Account of the famous City of Erivan, and of the Country of Armenia, of which

'

it is the Capital ; as well as of the People who inhabit it.— 14. A Digrejfion concern-

ing the Marriages of the Perfians, and the Reafons why Divorcrs, though lawful

aiiiongfl them, are fddum praBifcd.— 1 5. The Author's fubfcquent Ohfervalions in his

Travels through Armenia, and of the Fortrejes eredcd to prevent the Incur/tons of

* Harkis, vol. xi f.Zdi

the
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the Turks, "^ 1 6. Of the noble Province of Azerbeyany anciently called Media ; zuit/j

an Account of a fpurious Kind of Cochineal prepared by the Inhabitants.— 17. A De^

fcription of tlie large, populous , and magmjiccnt City of Tauris ; the prodigiciis Fertility

of the Country round about it ; and a Comparifon between the different Climates of

med;r and Farthi.i ; with many other curious Particulars,— i?<. A Dcfcription ofthe

lafi-.iw'itioncd Province ; and of the Cities of Ebhcr and Cajbin, in the Neighbourhood

of which grow thefincjl Grapes in the World.— 19. An Account of thefamous City of

Rey, formerly one of the lurgcji in Afia ; of which there are now fcarcc any Ruins

remaining.— 20. The Cit-j of Con, and the glorious Tombs of the Perjian Saints therein

fully defcribcd ; ivith an Account of the adjacent Country,— ?i. A Dcfcription of the

City of Cajhan ; with an Account of the feveral Manvfailures carried on there, and of

the fruitful Country about it,— 22. The Author's Account of two other Roada leading

from IVarfaw to Ifpahan, and from Ifpahan to Mofcow.— 23. Remarks and Qbferva-

iions upon the foregoing Sedion,

I. TTTJi' have very .large aiid confiderable colledions of travels through the empire

V V of Perlla, and the provinces depending upon it ; and, indeed, there are very

few countries that better deferve to be vifited, or which afford either the traveller him-

felf, or whoever pcrufes his accounts, more entertainment than Perfia. Notwithftand-

ing this, many inconveniencies would arife from inferting numerous accounts of travels

through this country, becaufe of neceffity it muft produce many repetitions, which
would appear tedious and troublefome, as well as perplexing to the reader. The
method therefore that we fhall take, is to give in this fedion the Travels of Sir Joha
Chardin, from Conflantinople into the Perfian dominions ; and ki the fubfequeot

fedions we fhall give 9 dcfcription, in as regular a method as is poflible, of the whole
empire, diftiiiguiftied into its feveral provinces, with whatever occurs remarkable or

\vorthy of notice in the works of other celebrated travellers, fo as to preferve the niarr

row and quinteffence of their relations, without embarrailing ourfelves with things of

tefs confequence and particulars, that without the lead prejudice to the defign of this

work may be as well omitted. By this means we ihall brmg into a reafonable com-
pafs all that is requifite, and give a diftind and clear notion of the pad and prefcnt

condition ofone of the mod powerful and famous empires of the earth.

The reafon we made choice of Sir John Chardin's Travels, by way of introduction,

wall his taking a different route from mod other travellers, viz. by the Black Sea, and
the countries that border upon it, which are fcarce defcribed by any other traveller, or

at lead are defcribed by none with equal plainnefs and perfpicuity. It rifes from hence,

that, generally fpcaking, we have only confufed and imperfeft conceptions concerning

thefe countries and their inhabitants, which, however, it is of fome importance that we
fhoutd know more didindly ; becaufe as they made a great figure in ancient hidory,

fo it is not at all impcffible, that as low and defpicable • a« they now feem, they may
hereafter come to change their circumdances, and appear with new hidre, if not in

ours, yet in the eyes of our poderity. It is very evident, that from their fituation they

are very confiderable ; and if their inhabitants were well governed, and lived in tolerable

correfpondence with each other, they might be now, as they were heretofore, equally

formidable to the Grand Signior, fucceffor to the Greek monar;chs of Condantinople,

and to the Perfian emperors. We have a late indance of this in the cafe of Nadir Shah,

who received from thefe defpifed and barbarous people, that check which proved fird

fatal to his authority, and in the end to his perfon. The author of thefe travels was a

gentleman of a good family iii France, and of a liberal education ; he applied himfeU
T 2 to
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to commerce very early, and profecutcd with great fuccefs the molt confiderable

branch of foreign trade, that of dealing as a merchant in jewels, which he underllood

perfeftly, and by which he acquired, with an unfpotted charafter, a very large and

alHuent fortune. He made fcvcral excurfions into the Eafl, by different roads, and
refided fevoral years in Porfia ; had very great ar I uncommon opportunities of enter-

ing deeply into the fubjefts of which he has treated, and digeftcd his accounts with

great accuracy and perfpicuity ; fo that they have been eflecmed not only here but in

France, and throughout Europe in general, as the niofl perfe^ in their kmd that have

hitherto appeared.

This gentleman, when the pcrfecution agiiinfl the Proteftants broke out in France,

came over hither, and brought with him great riches. He was received with much
refpcdl at court, and King Charles the lid, as a mark of his favour, beflowed upon him,

in the month of March 1693, the honour of knighthood. He publiflicd the firfl edition

of his Travels in our language, in a large folio volume, but they have been fince feveral

times printed with many correQions, great improvements, and confiderable augmenta-

tions in French. He continued to refide here, and purchafed a confiderable cllate, fo

that in the reign of Queen Anne, we find him frequently mentioned by fuch as took

occafion to (hew how much the wealth of England was improved, and its trade increafed,

by encouraging foreigners of the Proteftani religion to come and fettle amongfl us.

Sir John died at a good old age, on Chriftmas-day 1712. He left behind two fans and
feveral daughters.
*' His eldeft fon was created a baronet of this kingdom by His late Majefty King George
the Firft ; and having purchafed from Grantham Andrews, Efq. of Sunbury, the noble

feat of Kempton-Park, in the County of Middlefex, and not far from Hampton-Court,
fixed there, and is ftill living and unmarried. The old gentleman employed a great

part of the latter period of his life in completing his book of Travels, and intended, a»
himfelf informs us, to have written a diflind treatife, explaining a great variety of paf-

fages in the Scripture, from the cuftoms and manners of the eaflern nations, with which
no man was better acquainted than he ; but by many unlucky accidents was hindered

from fulfilling that promile, to the no fmall concern of the learned world ; who ex-

pefted with great impatience fo ufeful and inftruftivca book, of writing which he was
extremely capable, and of feeing any thing of the fame kind, the public fince his deceafe

Icem to defpair.

2. Sir John Chardin left Paris, Aug. 17, 1671, with an intention to go to the Eaft

Indies, and travelling by way of Milan, Venice, and Florence, arrived at Leghorn
in the end of Oftober, and embarking in a ftiip, under a Dutch convoy, arrived at

Smyrna, March 2, 1672, and twelve days after at Conftantinople. He remained in

this city four months, and in the mean time there happening a quarrel between the

Grand Vizier and the French ambaffador, which caufed a report, that the Grand Vizier

intended to arrcft the ambaflador, and all the French nation, he was afraid that his

goods, which were very rich, and very confiderable in quantity, would be feized ; and fo

fought all means to get out of Conftantinople, and to proceed on his journey to Perfia.

The caravans in thofc hot months did not travel ; but the Porte being about to fend

a new commander, with fome foldiers and money, as they do yearly, to the fort of

Azoph, which (tands upon the lake Mceotis, he obtained pafliage in a Turkilh faick

belonging to that fleet, and embarked, July 27, at a port in the Thracian Bofphorus.

This channel, which is about fifteen miles in length, and about two ui breadth, in moft

parts, but in others lefs, fo called becaufe an ox may fwim over it, is certainly one of

the lovclieft parts of the world j for the fliores are rifing, and covered over with houfes

4 - of
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of pkafurc, woods, gardens, parks, delightful prorpefts, and wildcrneffes. Watered with-

thoufands of fprings and fountains : the paflage through it, in fair weather, is exceed-

ing diverting, by rcafon of the great number of barks which are continually failing to

and fro, and the profpcft of Conflantinople from the top of it, which is about two miles

dillant, is the mod charming that ever eyes beheld. There are four caflles ftanding

by it, all well fortified with great guns, two of them ciglit miles from the Black Sea,

and two at the mouth of the channel, which is the nioft dangerous place for fliipwrecks

in all the Euxine Sea.

3. On the 3d of Auguft, in the morning, he arrived at Caffa, a port in the Tauric

Clierfonefe, or Peninfula, fo called, becaufe it was firft inhabited by the Scythians of

Mount Taurus. It is thirty-five leagues from north to fouth, and fifty-five from eaft

to weft. The ifthmus, that joins it to the continent, is not above a league in breadth.

It is inhabited by the Crim Tartars, who dwell in cities and towns ; whereas their neigh-

bours the Nogays and Calmucs dwell in tents, as the reft do on the continent.

Caffa is a great town built at the bottom of a little hill, upon the fea-fliore, and

encompaffed with ftrong walls, that advance a little into the fea. It hath two caftles :

the one, which ftands on a rifing ground on the fouth fide, is large, and commands all

ihe parts thereabouts, and is the rcfidence of a baftia ; the other is not fo big, but is

well furnilhed with guns. They reckon about four thoufand houfes in it, of which

about three thoufand two hundred are Mahometans, Turks, and Tartars, and the refl

Chriftiana, Greeks, and Armenians. The houfes are fmall, and built of earth } as are

alfo their bazars, mofques, and baths. The foil about it is dry and fandy, bearing little

fruit, and the water is bad, but the air is very pure and wholefome. All provifions are

very cheap and good, mutton not being above a farthing a pound, and other things

proportionable. The road of Claffa is ineltered from the winds, except on the north

and fouth-caft fides, and the ftiips lie clofe to the fhore fafely in ten or twelve fathom

water. There is a great trade driven here in falt-fifli and cavearc, which being taken

out of the lake Mocotis, that is twenty-fix miles diftunt from it, in great quantities, are

tranfported into Europe, and as far as the Indies. They alfo export corn, butter, and fait,

with which they furnifh Conftantinople, and feveral other places ; fcr the Caffa butter

is the beft in all Turkey.

From Caffa he went in a fliip bound for Colchis, Aug. 30, and the next day arrived

at Donflow, or the falt-pits, fifty miles from Caffa, on the ihore. Here are great marfhes

of fait, which is made by letting in the fca-water, and fuffering it to congeal by the fun.

The people fay, that two hundred veffcls arc laden here with fait yearly, paying only 3s.

a day to thofe that load it. About a mile from the ftiore is an habitation of the Tartars,

where there is not above ten or twelve houfes with a little mofque, and round about it

a great number of tents, with feveral waggons clofe covered, which ferve them inftead

of houfes. The tents for ihtmfclvcs are very handfome, being made with poles, and

covered with large light furs well llretched upon them j their infide is commonly hung

with tapellry, and the floor is laid with the lame. Every family hath two other tents

belonging to them, covered with a great farplar of wool, one for their fervants, and

kitchen, m which is a pit five feet deep, to make a fire in to drefs their meat, and the

other for their horfes and cattle.

They ftore up their com and forage in magazines under ground, which they cover

fo exactly, that none can find them but themfelves. Ihey can remove their tents with

a fmall trouble, and in a very little time, and carry them away in carts drawn by oxcu

and horfes, of which they breed a great number. They profefs the Mahometan reli-

gion, but mix with it ftrange fuperftitious and ridiculous opinions of fortune-telling and
divinatiou»
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ttivinutttMi. filled all alpn<» jr. the channel to Cape Cuodas, which

I'tolemy calls Cirocondoma, where the coafts that bound the like Mocotis, which are

very high lands, are fcen at about thirty miles diftance.

4. From the channel of the lake Moiotis, to Mingrclia, is reckonotl fix hundred

miles along the coafls, which confift of plcafant woods, inhabited by a I'ort of Tartars,

called Circafllani, and by the Turks, Chcrks, but fo thinly, that the country looks

like a defarf. The ancients called thi-m Zagxans, or mounralncrs ; and Pomponius

Mela, Sargacians. They are neither fubjofts nor tributary to the Port, becaufe their

country producing nothing valuable, the Turks think it not worth the toil of conquer-

ing it. The veflels that come from Conflantinople to MingrL-Jia trade with this

people, but with their arms in their hands, and by hoftages, for tliey arc infidelity

and perfidioufnefs itfelf, and will never fail to fteal where tlu'y find an opportunity.

The trade with them is managed by exchange, the Chcrks bringing down flaves of all

fexcs and ages, honey, wax, leather, jackals, zandava, and other bcafts' Ikins, for fuch

commodities as they want.

Circaflia is a pleafant country, and the foil is very fruitful, bringing forth great

plenty of all forts of fruit without trouble, as cherries, apples, pears, walnuts ; but

their chief wealth confifls in cattle, as well-fhaped horfes, which are fo fwift and good,

that they will tire the wild beads, and catch them in plain courfe ; goats, deer, and

fhecp, the wool of which is as fine as that of Spain, which the Mufcovites fetch to

make felts. They fow no grain but millet for their own bread, and barley for their

horfes ; and their women till and manure their ground : their drink is water and

boza, which is a liquor made of millet, as intoxicating as wine : they live in wooden
huts, and go almofl naked. Every one is a fwom enemy to thofc that live in the

provinces round about him. Their beds are made of fheep-lkins fowed together, and

fluffed with millet-leaves, beaten in the threlhing as fmall as oat-chaiF TTiey were
formerly Chriftians, but now have no religion ; no, not fo much as the light of nature

among them, fave what they place in the obferving certain fuperftitious ceremonies,

borrowed both from the Chriftians and Mahometans.
The Abcas border upon the Chorks, poflefling about an hundred miles upon the

fea-coafts, between Mingrelia and CircaiTia. They are not fo favage as the Cherks,
but are as much inclined to thieving and robbery ; fo that the merchants trade with

them with the like caution, and after the fame manner. September the 10th, he
arrived at Ifgaour, a port in Mingrelia, where all the veflels that trade thither lie. It

is a defart place, wiihout any habitations, only the traders that come thither build

thcmfelvcs huts and booth^ of boughs for the time of their abode, which is ufually as

long as they find themfclvcs i'.ife from the Abcas.

5. Colchis or jVIingrelia is fituatcd at the end of the Black Sea : it is bounded on the

call by the little kingdom of Inuretta, on the fouth by the Black Sea, on the weft by
the Abcas, an<i on the north by mount Caucafus. The Corax and Phafis, two famous
rivers in the anciV-nt hillories, now called Coddours and Rione, part it, the firft from
the Abcas, and the other from Imerctta. The length of it is about one hundred
and ten miles, and the breadth fixty. It^was once fortified againft the Abcas, by
a wall of fixty n)iles in length, which is long fmcc demolifhed, and become a thick

foreft.

The inhabitants of Caucafus that border upon Colchis, are the Alanes, Suan^s,

Gigues, Caracioles, or Cara-cherks, i. e. black CircaiTians, fo called by the Turks, not

from their completion, for they are the hired people in the world, but from their

country, became it is always darkened with fogs and clouds. They were alfo anciently

Chriiliaiis

-^1
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jremonies.

Chriftians, but now profefs no religion, but live by robbery and rapine, having nothing

that can entitle thcin to humanity but fpcech. They are very tall and portly, and their

very looks and fpeech (hew their favage difpofitions, being the molt refolutc afTaflins

and daring robbers in the world.

'I'lie anciont kingdom of Colchis was much larger than Mingrelia now is, extending

hfcif to the lake Mceotis on the one fide, and Iberia on the other. The country itfelf

is uneven, full of hills and mountains, valleys and plains. It is alinofl covered with

woods, except the manured lands, which are but few, and thofe prefervcd by grubbing

up the roots, that are continually fpreading into them. The air is temperate, as to

heat and cold, but very unwhulefome, by reafon of the continual wet, which

being heated by the fun, breeds peftilences and fevtral other diftsuipers. It

abounds with waters, which del'cend from mount Caucafus, and fall into the

Black Sea. I'he principal rivers are the Caddours, of old called Corax ; the Socom,

called by Arrian, Terffen, and by Ptolemy, ThafTaris ; the Langus, of old Aftulphus ;

the Gobi, called by Arrian, Cobo ; the Cianifcari, called anciently, Ciancus ; the

Tacheur, called by Arrian, Sigemus, and the Shcnifcari, i. e. Rivcr-horfe, called there-

fore by the Greeks, Hippos: and the Abafcia, called by Arrian, Caries; and Ptolemy^

Caritus ; which two lait mix with tlie Phafis about twenty miles from the place where

it falls into the fea.

The foil is very bad, and produces little corn or pulfe, and the fruits arc almofl:

wild, without tafte, and unwholelome, unlefs it be their vines, which thrive well there,

and produce mod excellent wine. The earth is fo moift in feed-time, that when they

fow their wheat and barley, they never plough it at all, but fprinkle it upon the earth ;

for they fay, that ihould they plough it, the land would be fo foft, that all their corn

would fall. They plough their lands for their other corn, with plough fliares of

wood, which make as good furrows as iron, bccaufe their land is very moift and

lender. Their common grain is gomm, which is as fmall as coriander feed, and
refenibles millet. Of this they make a parte, which they ufe for bread, and prefer it

before wheat ; which is not to be wondered at, for it is very acceptable to the palate,

and conducive to health, being cooling and .axative. They have alfo great plenty of

niilUi, lo;iic rice, with wheat and barley, but very fcarce. The people of quality eat

v\ heaten bread as ?. rarity, but the meaner fort very feldom or never tafte of it.

The ordinary food of the country is bcvt and pig, of which lalt they have great plenty,

and the bcft in the world. They have alfo goat's flerti, but it is lean, and not welt

rafted. Their wild-fowl is very good, but fcarce. Their venifon is the wild boar,

hart, ftag, fallow deer, and hare, all which are excellent food. They have partridges,

pheafants, and quails in abundance, with fome river fowl and wild pidgeons, which are

pood meat, and as big as a crammed chicken. Their nobility fpend their whole time

in the field, ufing laniter-hawks, gof-hawks, hobbies, and others, for their Iports, tO'

catch water-fowl and pheafants; but their moft delightful paftime is the flight of the

falcon at the heron, which ih( atch only for the tuft upon his crown, to put upon

their bonnets ; for they let him go again when they have cut it off, that it may grow

up anew.

6. Mount Caucafus produce! h a great number of wild beafts, as tygers, leopards,

lions, wolves, and jacals, which laft make great havock amongft their cattle and

horfes, and often difturb their houles with their dreadful bowlings. They have large

numbers ot horfes, and thofe very good ones, which every man almoft keeps iiv great

ftore, becaufe their keeping ftands them in little or nothing, for they neither Ihoe

them, nor feed them with corn. They have no cities nor towns, except two by the

5 fea-fide
j,
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fca-fide ; but their hoiifes are fo thick up and down the country, ihat you can hardly

lra\ el a mile but you meet with three or four. There are nine or ten caftles in the

country, of which the chiefeft is called Ruis, and it is the court of the Prince. Their

houfes'are all built with timber, wiiich is plentiful, and the poorer fort never raife

above, one llory, nor the rich above two. The lower rooms are always furniflied

with bed and couches to lie down on or to fit upon, becaiife of the moillure of tho

earth, but are inconvenient, becaufe they have no windows nor chiranevs.

They have but one room for their whole family, and fo lie all togetner. The men
ore well fliapcd, and the women fo handfc ..e, that they feem born for commanding
love, lliey all paint their eye-brows, and their faces abominably. They drefs them-

felves with all the curiofity they can, their habit being like the Perfians, and their head

attire like the European women, even to the curling of their hair. They are witty and
civil, but to balance that, haughty, deceitful, cruel, and impudent. The men have

alfo as many milchievous qualities, and there is no wickedneJs to which they are not

addided ; but that which they moft praflife and delight in is theft. This they make
their employment and glory. They iuftif)' it as lawful to have many wives j becaufe,

ihey fay, " They bring us many children, which we can fell for ready money, or

exchange for neceflary conveniences •," yet, when they have not wherewithal to main-

tain them, they hold it a piece of charity to murder infants new born, as alfo they do
fuch as are fick and pad recovery ; becaufe, they fay, " they free them from a deal of

inifery."

The gentlemen of this country have full power over the lives and eftates of their

tenants, to lell and difpofeof their wives and children as they think fit, and every coun-

tryman is bound to furnifli his lord with as much corn, wine, cattle, and other provi-

fions as he wants. The lords decide the quarrels of their vaflals ; but if they them-
felves are at variance, they decide it by arms, which makes them go all armed with a
lance, bow, and fword. Their habit is peculiar; they wear very little beard, and
<:ovcr their heads with a thin felt cap in fummer, and a furred bonnet in winter : over

their bodies they wear little fhirts, which fall to their knees, and tuck into a ftrait pair

of breeches, ; but they never have above one (hirt and one pair oi breeches, which

lad them a year, and in all that lime never wafh them above thrice, only once or twice a

week they (hake it (tor a certain purpofe) over the fire.

The whole family, without didindion, eat all together, both males and females.

The King with all his train, to his very gnxims, and the Queen with her maids and fer-

vants. They dine in the open courts in fair weather, and if it be cold, they make a
roufing fire, for wood cofls them nothing. Upon working-days the fervants have

nothing but gomm, and the maiters pulf", dried fi(h, or flejh ; but on holy-days, or

when they make entertainments, they kill a hog, ox, or cow, if they have no venifon.

They are very great drinkers, both men and women, and at 'heir feafts provoke their

friends as much as they can to drinking. They drink their wine pure, snd beginning

with pints, proceed to much greater quantities. Their difcourfe at their merry meet-

ings is, with the men, about their wars and robberies, and among their women obfcene

tales of iheir amours.

Mingrelia is but thinly peopled, by reafon of their wars, and the vaft numbers fold

to the Perfians and Turks by the nobility. All trade in it is driven by way of barter,

for they have no fet price of money among them ; the fpecies current are piallros,

l>u*ch crowns, and abalFis, which ar» made in Georgia, and damped with the Pcrilan

damp. The revenues of the Prince of Mingrelia amount at mod to twenty thoufand

crowns, which arifes from the cudoms of goods exported and imported, the flaves he
fvlls, impofiiions and fines j and this he lays up, ior his flaves I'erve him for nothing,

and
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and hts crown-lands fui.ifli his court with more provifion (ban ho can fpend. lie is

not able to raifo above four thoufand men fit to boar arms,, and thoi'c are all cavalry for

the mofl: part, for lio has not above throe hundred foot to join with them. His court,

upon folemn feftivals, confifts of two hundred gentlemen, but upon other days of about

one hundred and twenty.

7. The religion of the Colchians was formerly the fame with the Greeks, being

converted, asthe ccclefiaflical hiltorians fay, in Conibintine's time, by a flave : but the

Mingroli;ins fay, St. Andrew preached among them in the place called Pigivitas, where

now rtiuuls a church, whither the Catholicos, or chief bilhop, goes once in his life-tinae

to make the oil called myrone by the Clrecks ; but now the Idingrelians are fallen into

a ])roFound abyfs t)f ignorance and darknci's, and have not the lead idea of faith and

religion, but look upon life eternal, the day of judgment, and thM-efurreflion, as mere

fables de. ifed by men ; nor do their clerL',y pcrKirm any i.ccleriafiical duties, for there

is hardly one of them that can cither write or read. They have utterly lofl: the true

knowledge of the forvice of Clod ; but the priefls make a public pi-ofeflion of foretel-

ling things to come, and maltc the people lieiieve, that their books fliow them the

courfc oi future events.

The Catholicos of Mingnlia is head of all the clergy of that country, as alfo of

Abca, Gureil, Mount Cauciifus, 'And Inufctta ; but the Prince appoiius or depofeth

him as he j^lcafeth. Mis revenue is very great, for he has four hundred vallals under

him, who furnifli his houfe wiih all things necelfary f r lunnan life, and many fupcr-

fluities. lie fells their children to the Turks ; and \\ hen h.' viiits tlie diocefes under

his jurifdi£lion, it is not to reform the clergy, nor indrucl tlie people, but to fpoilthem

of their goods, and n.ke together great funis, lie will not confecraie ;r biiliop for lefs

than fix hundred crowns, nor fay a mafs for tlie dead under eight hundred, nor any

other mafs under one hundred.

The fandity of this prelate confiQs in a continual abltincncc from flefli and wine in

I^icnt, and in long prayers day and night ; but he is fo ignorant, that ho can hardly

read his breviary and miflal. lie has fix bifliops under him, who take no care of the

fouls of their people, nor ever vifit their churches and diocefes. They fuffer the

priefls to live in all manner of errors, and the people to contaminate themfelves with

the grofl'eft vices ; they underftand not the form of baptifm, let polygamy be pradifed,

and permit the mothers to bury their new-born children alive. All their bufinefs is

in fealting and banqueting, whore they are drunk ahnoft every day. They are rich,

and go very fumptuoufly appareled, opprtfling their vafl'als, and felling their wives and
children to maintain their luxury. They abllain from llcfti as the Greek bilhops do,

and place I'^e whole Chriftian religion in the pradice of faffing, and think not them-

felves obliged to do any other duty. Their cathedral is prf^tty neatly kept, and well

adorned with images, which they deck with gold and jewels, believing that in ft» doing

they fatisfy God's juilice, and atone for their fins. 1 hey are clothed in fe.u h r. and
velvet, as the fecular.s are, and differ from them only in this, that they wear iKeir beards

long, and their bonnets black, round, and high.

There arc alfo in Mingrelia certain monks of the order of St. Bafil, who \^oar tlio

fame habit, and live after the manner of the Greek monks, wearing black bonnets,

eating no lleih, and fufl'ering their hair to grow; but they mind nothing of religion,

but to obfervc their fails exatHy. They have alfo nuns of the fame order, who obferve

their falling days and wear a black veil, but they have no nunneries, nor are under any

vows or fubordination, but quit their habit and temperance when they pleafe.

vol., IX. u 'Ihc
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The priefts of Mingrelia are very numerous, but a fort of miferable creatures. Thejr

till their own ground and the lands of their lords, being no lefs flaves than the fecu-

lars; nor have they any refpedl fliewn them, but when they blefs their food at meals,

or fay mafs. Their parifh churches have no bells, but they call the people together

by knocking with a great ftick upon a board, and they are kept as nafty as ftjiMes, the

images being foul and broken, and covered with dull. The worftiip which rley pay
to their images is idolatrous, for they adore them not with a relative adoration, but pay
their devotion to the material fubftance. They worlliip fucli moft, as are fineft

adorned, or famed for their cruelty, and if they fwear by any of thefe, they
will never break the oath. St. Giobas is one of their moft formidable images, and
him they will not approach nearer than they can juft fee him, but pray to him, and
leave their prcfent at that diftance ; for they report, that he kills all that approach
him very near.

The Chriftian faints they have no value for, uiilefs it be St. George, whom ther
account their chief faint, as do alfo the Georgians, Mufcovites, and Greeks. Their
mafs is after the Greek manner, and the priefts celebrate it without any other facer-

dotal habit but their furplices. Their cup or chalice is a goblet of wood, and the

cover is of the fame matter ; and their patten is a wooden difh. In Lent they never
fay mafs but on Saturdays and Sundays, for they hold that the communion fpoils their

fafting. They confecrate unleavened or leavened bread, without any difference, and
never mix water with wine, unlefs it be very ftrong.

They laugh at tranfubftantiation, and fay, " How can Chrift get into a loaf ? for

what reafon (hould he leave heaven to come down to the earth?" They anoint ;' >

foreheads of their children with the oil called myrone, as foon as they are born; [

baptize them not till a long time after, and then they wafti them all over with wat
but none will baptize their children till he is able to make a feaft for the prieft, god-
fathers, and guefts, and that is the reafon many of their children die unbaptifed. They
do not believe that ordination imprints a character not to be defaced ; and, therefore,

they ordain anew fuch priefts as have been degraded. I'heir marriages are a contrad

by way of bargain and fale, for the parents of the maid agree upon the j)rice with the

perfon that defircs her ; the price of a divorced woman is the leaft, of a widow fome-
thing more, but of a maid moft. When the bargain is madj, the young man may
company with the dainfcl till the money is paid, and it is no fcandal if Ihe be with

child. If any one has married a barren woman, or of an ill difpofition, they hold it

ijot only lawful, but requifite to divorce her, as a match not made by God, who only

does good. There is none that underftands the Bible, or reads it, but the women will

repeat feveral ftories of the Gofpel, which they have by tradition. They obferve the

fame fafts almoft as the Greeks, for they keep the four great Lents, viz., the firft before

Eafter, which is forty-eight days; that before Chriftmas, which is forty days; St.

Peter's faft, which is near a mouth ; and the laft, which the eaftern Chriftians obferve

in honour of the Virgin Mary, which continues fifteen days. They make the fign of
the crofs when they drink wine and eat pork, but not as any mark of Chriftianity. Their
prayers are all addrcffed to their idols for their temporal benefits, viz. their own prof-

pcrity, or ruin of their enemies. They offer facrifices like the Jews and Gentiles.

They never make holiday upon Sundays, or abftain from works but at the fellivals of

Chriftmas and Eafter, which they celebrate only in eating and drinking to excefs in

their houfes. Their greateft feftivals are when an idol is carried through their coun-

try, when they put on their bed cloaths, make a great feaft, and get ready a prefent for

»o the
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the idol. Their mourning for the dead is altogether barbarous, and like that of people

in defpair, the women rend their cloaths, tear their hair and flefh, beat their breafts,

cry, yell, and gnaih with their teeth, like people ittad or pofTefled ; the men alfo tear

their cloaths and thump their breafts.

8. Their neighbour nations live and aft after the fame fafliion almoft in all refpefts,

only they that live near Perfia and Turkey are more civil in their manners, and more
honeft and jufl in their inclinations ; whereas thofe that border upon the Tartars and

Scythians are more barbarous, having no idea or outv/ard form of religion, and ob-

ferving no laws.

On the confines of Mingrelia lie the principality of Giiriel and kingdom of Imeretta.

The tountry of Guriel is very fmall, bordering upon Imeretta on the north. Mount
Caucafus on the eaft, Mingrelia on the weft, and the Black Sea on the fouth. It lies

all along by the fea-fhore from the river Phalis to the cuftle Gonie, which is held by
the Turks. The inhabitants are of the fame nature and manners as the Mingrelians,

and have the fame inclinations to lewdnefs, robbery, and murder.

The kingdom of Imeretta is fomething bigger than the country of Guriel, and is

the Iberia of the ancients. It is encompafled with moimt Caucafus, Colchis, the

Black Sea, the principality of Guriel, and part of Georgia. It is twenty-fix miles in

length, and fixty miles broad. The country is full of woods and mountains, like Min-
grelia, but the valleys are more pleafant, and plains more delicious, producing corn,

pulfe, cattle, and herbs of all forts. There are fonie iron mines. They have alfo

ibme money current among them, which is coined in their kingdom, and feveral

towns ; but their manners and cuftoms difter little from the Mingrelians. The King
has three good caftles, one called Scander, feated on the fide of a valley, and two on
mount Caucafus, called Regia and Scorgia, being both almoft inaccellible, as being

built in places that nature itfelf has wonderfully fortified, the river Phafis running b«-

tween them. The fortrefs of Cotatis was once in this Prince's jurifdiftion, but the

Turks are now mafters of it.

The King of Imeretta governed the Abcas, Mingrelians, and people of Guriel, after

they had all four freed themfelves from the power of the Emperors, firft of Conftan-
tinople, and then of Trebifond : but in the laft age, fetting up for themfelves, and
revolting from one another, they were involved in continual wars among themfelves,

till calling in the alliftance of the Turks, they were all made tributary to them. The
King of Imeretta pays eighty boys and girls, from ten to twenty years of age. The
Prince of Guriel pays forty-fix children of both fexes ; and the Prince of Mingrelia
fixty thoufand ells of linen cloth made in that country. The Abcas feldom paid any
thing at firft, and now pay nothing. The King of Imeretta and Prince of Guriel fend
their tribute to the baflia of Akalzike, but achiaux gathers it at Mingrelia.

9. I-eaving Ifagour, Oftober 4, he parted by the mouth of the river Aftolphus,

called I.angur by the Mingrelians, one of the biggeft rivers in Mingrelia, and on the

5th came to Anarghia, a village two miles from the fea, confifting of two hundred
houfes, but fo far diftant the one from the other, that it is two miles from the firft to

the laft, Hither the Turks come to buy flaves, and have barks ready to carry them
away. It is thought, that the fair and large city, called Heraclca, ftood in the fame
place. At this town there is plenty of provifions, and that very cheap, viz. -wild

pigeons, fowl, porkers, and goats in abundance, and wine is plentiful. From Anar«
ghia he failed up the river Aftolphus, and went to a place called Sapias, which is the

name of two little churches, of which the one is a parifti church of Mingrelia, and

the other belongs to the Thealins, a fort of friars, who firft came into ^llngrelia in

u 3 1627,
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1627, and were admitr«d there as plivfi'.idns, and have built thcmfclvor, foveral apart-

ments about it. Jitter tho manner ot tlic country. Tlicy have fouio flaves, and t'vo

famiiies of roun;ry peciplo tiieit- li>nan's. They have good cmploymi'nt as pliyficii. s,

but nono will embrace their li'iJgioii, their very flavcs refufing to communicate in their

forviccs ; lb th:u th-y would have long finco left the ccmntry, had it not boon for the

honnui of the ]'< man church and their own oider.

After a inontli's (lav with the snonks, it not being fiife to travel becaufe of the trouble.i

')f the country, 'u* returned ag^iin to A!i:;rgliiu, and having hired a Turkilh fehike, for

Gonie, Novel:. Iter llic loth, ftald till liic 271'! to tak? in loiuhng and ]->alU'ngers.

While he ftaid here he was invited to two chriilenir.gs, and curiolity engaged him to

be prelent at them. The manner was this: iho priefl being fent for about ten o'clock

ill the morning, fat himfelf down in tlte buttery, and fell to reading a book half torn,

about the bignefs of a New Teltament, in oftavo. He read very faft, and with a low

voice, in fuch a carelefs manner, as if he regarded not what he did," any more than

the relt did wliat he faid, for the father, godfather, and child, who was about five years

old, went to and again all the time.

When the priefl had read an hour, there was a bucket of warm water got ready, into

which when the prieil had poured about a fpoonful of oil of walnuts, he bid the god-
father undref^ the child ; w iiich done, he fet him upon his feet in the water, and
waflied his body all over well, and th'ii the pried gave him a finall quantity of myrone,
oi* oil of undion, with which he anointed the top of his head, ears, forehead, nofe,

cheeks, chin, flioulders, elbows, back, belly, knees, and feet, the priefl: Hill reading till

the godfather drcfl'ed the child, atid then the lather bringing in wine, bread, and pork,

thi. y all fat down to eat and drink, and were all extremely drunk before they parted.

Tiieir mafs they perform with the fame irreverence and carelcffnefs.

Departing from Anari;hia in fur and clear weather, he difcovcred the high lands of

Trebilond on the one fide, and c f the Abcas on the other, and came to the river

Kehuhel, which though not fo broad nor rapid as Langur, yet is deeper.

10. On the 3oih became to the river Phafis, which, taking its rife in mount Cauca-
fus, runs at firit in a narrow clianncl, thoa";h fwiftly, about L'otatis, and fometinies fo

low that it is ealily fordable ; but where it difchargeth itfelf into the fea, which is about

ninety miles irom Cot.iiis, the channel is a mile and a half broad, and fixty fathoms

deep, b'jing augmeiited in that courfe by divers flream,'. The water is muddy and
tlifek, but very g'3od to drink. There are feveral iflands at the mouth of it, which
being co\er'.'il \s'v.h thick woods, make a deligiuful prolpecl. Arrian lays, that upon
one of ihele iihuuls flood the temple ol Rhea, but there are no remains of it now, though

there are fome hillorians who lay, it was flantling in the time of the Grecian empire,

and was, in '/eno's reign dedicated to the worfliip of Ghriff. On this river, and the

Biack Sea about if. are plenty "f pheafants, or phaiiani, lb called from the river Phafis.

All the coafls of this river area l<nv fandy foil, covered with woods fo thick that one

tan liardly fee fix puces up the land

On the ;,oth he arrived at Gonie, uhi' h is about thirty miles from Phafis, the fea-

coafts being exceeding high land and rocks, fome being woody, and others nak. d.

Gonie is a large caflle, in the territorier, of the Prince of Guriel, built four fquare, of

hard and rough itores of a very large lize. It hath no trenches, but walls oidy, and

two great guns. In it ace about thirty imall poor houfes, made (jf boards, and without

is a Inrall village of about as many more, all inhabited by mariners, and other boorilh

people. There is a cu(lom-houfe here, the oflicers whereof arc extremely rude, and

imperious, and feverc to tlie people of the country, but extravagant to the Europeans,

not
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not rega>*ding any man's perfon, nor any recommendations from the Porte, but fearch-

iiig all things ft) idly, and exafting what they pieafe.

From Gonie he went to the caftle ot Akalzike.' The way lies over Mount
Caucafus, which is one of the higheft mountains, and one of the mod difficult to pafs

over in the world. The top is always covered with fnow, over which tho natives pafs iii

a kind of fandals, made flat like a racket, to keep them from finking. It is ufual for

the guides here to make long prayers to their images to keep the winds from rifmg, for

if the wind be high, it buries all the travellers in fnow.

This mountain, though not inhabited for fome leagues together in many places, yet

is fruitful to the very top, yielding honey, wheat, gom, wine, and fruits, and feeding

hogs and large cattle. The vines are fo luxuriant, that they run up to the very tons of

their higheft trees, fo that the people cannot gather them. The country p'jople dwell

in wooden huts, cf which every family has four or five. The women grind their com
as they want it, and bake their bread on ftones, or upon their hearth, and yet the cruft

is very white, and the bread good. Thefe inhabitants are for the mod part Chriftians,

after the Georgian ceremonies ; they are frefh complexioned, and their women are

handlome. At the bottom of the hill is a very fair valley, rich and fertile, being watered

by the river Kur, which has many villages, and in them the ruins of feveral caftles and

churclics, whi'-h, the people fay, were deftroyed by the Turks.

Akalzike lo a fortrefs built upon mount Caucafus, fortified with double walls, and

flanked with towers built with battlements, after the ancient manner, and defended with

a few great guns. Upon liLtle hillocks about it ftands a large town of 400 houfes,

which have nothing of antiquity, but two Armenian churches. It is inhabited by

Turks, Armenians, Georgians, Greeks, and Jews, who have their churches and

fynagogues. The river Kur, anciently culled ^".yrus and Corus, which rifes in the

Mount Caucafus, runs by it. A baflia lodges in the fortrefs, and nis foldiers are quar-

tered in ihe adjacent villages. It was built by the Georgiixns, from whom the Turks
took it.

From Akalzike he went to Gory, and paflcd by Ulker, where the I'urks have a

caftle built c-in a rock, with a garrifon and cuftom-houfe, under the command of a

Sanziac, and two leagues farther, you crofs over the mountains wliich part Perfia and

Turkey, from whence you fee ieveral villages, in which are the ruins of many cafl;lcs,

fortreiVes, and churches, and the mifcrablo remains of the cjrandeur of the Georgians,

before the Turkifli and Perfian wars deflroyed them.

At the foot of the mountain lie a town and fortrefs, both called Surham. It fl:ands

on a very lovely plain, full of ccnios, villa-^cs, hillocks, houfes of pleafure, and little

caftles belonging to the Georgian lords, and has a fortrefs containing a g.arifon of

100 men. All the country is very well tilled, and mighty pleafant and delightful as

far as Gory,, except that on the right hand lies a great city ahnoft in ruins, as not con-

taining above 500 houfes inhabited, whereas fonncrly, by report, it had 1 2,oco.

Gory is a fmall city, feated on a plain between two mountains, upon the banks of the

river Kur, and by it is a caflle on a hill, garrifoned by native Perfian?. The houfes

and market-places are all built with earth, but the people are all very rich and wealthy,

and it is furniflied with all neceflaries for human life at a cheap rate.

II. I'rom Gory he departed, December the i6th, and travelling upon the banks of

the river Kur, through plcafant plains, with great numbers of villages on all hands, he

pafled through Calicala, a city ahnoft totally ruined, and tame on the 17th to Teflis,

the capital city of that part of Georgia, lying in the province of Carthueli. The country

of Georgia, which is under the juril'dittion uf the Pcrfians, borders at 'liis day to the

6 ealt
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the north

auris and
woody and

mountainous, unlefs in the niiddb, where it is more even and level. The river Kur*

runs through the niidil of it, and empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea.

The Grecians are thought by fome to have called it Georgia, from Georgoi, huf-

bandman ; but others will liave the name derived from St. George, the patron faint of

all the ChriUians of the Greek church. The temper of the air is very kindly in

Georgia, being very dry, cold in the winter, and hot in the fummer. The fair weather

docs not bogin till May, but then it lafts till the end of November. The foil being well

watered, produces all forts of grain, herbs, and fruits in abundance, fo that a man may
live their dclicioufly and cheap. Cattle are there very plentiful and good, as well the

larger as Idler fort ; their fowl is incomparable, efpecially their wild fowl ; their

boar's flcfh is as plentiful and good as any in Colchis ; and, indeed, the common
people live upon nothing elfe almod but young pigs, which are excellent meat, and
never ofllnd the ilomach. The Cafpian Sea, which is next to Georgia, an'! the Kur,

that runs quite through it, fupplies it with all forts of fait ard frefh fdh. There is no
country that drinks more and better wine, and they tranlport great quantities of it into

Media, Armenia, and to Ifpahan, for the King's table. They have great quantities

of filk, but know not how to weave it, and therefore they carry it mto Turkey to

Erzerom, and the parts adjoining, and drive a great trade with it. The complexion of

the Georgians is molt beautiful, you can fcarce fee an ill-favoured perfon among
them ; and the women are fo exquifitely hamlfome, that it is hardly poflible to look,

upon them, and not be in love with thcni. They are tall, clean limbed, plump and full,

but not over fat, and extremely flender in the waift ; but this beauty they fpoil with paint-

ting and drefling, with fumptuous habits and jewels. The Georgians are naturally very

wiity, and would be as learncil men and great artifts as any are in the worki, if they had
the improvements of arts and fciences ; but having a mean education and had examples,

they are drowned in vice, are cheats and knaves, perfidious, treacherous, ungrateful,

and proud. 'I'hey are irreconcilcable in their enmities j for though they are not eafily

provokeil, yet they prcfcrve their hatred inviolable.

Drunkenntfs and luxury arefuch common vices among them, that they arc not fcan-

dalous in Georgia. The church-men will be as drunk as others; and they keep male
Haves in their houfes, which thev ufo for their concubines, at which no body is ofTendcd,

brcaufe ir is fo commonly praUifed, that cuftom makes it thought lawful
; yea, and

they fay, he that is not drunk at their great feftivals of Kp.der and Chriftmas, cannot ho

a good Chriflian, and deterves to be excommunicated. 'I'he Georgians are very ,,/eat

ufurers, ajul will lend rir. money without a pawn. The lowed intcrefl; they take is two
per cent, for a ir.onth. The women are as vicious and as wicked as the nvn, and con-

tribute more than they to that general debauchery which overflows the country. In

their common conv( rfation they an civil and c( irteous, grave and moderate. Their
habit in muth like llie Polonian, and their bonnets like theirs, their vefis are open
before down the breaft, and fafleneil with buttons ami loops ; their hofeand fhoes arc

like the Perfian^, and their women's cloathing is wholly in the fame tafte.

The houles (d their grandees, and all their public edifices, are buiit according to tlie

Perflan model, and they imitate the Perfians in their fitting at table, in their beds, and
manner ot liiei. 'ihe nobility exerrife an abfolute tyr.inny over the people, whi' are

their vaflals, making them labour as long as thoy pleafe for them, without food or
Uagjs, cli<dlenging a right over their ellates, libertv. and lives, and felling their

children,
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children, or making them their own flaves. They were converted to Chriftianity by an

Iberian woman, in the fourth age, but have nothing left of Chriftianity but the name ;

for they do not obfcrve the Icaft precept of Jefus Chrift ; they place all their religion in

fafting, and making long prayervS.

There are foveral biftiops in Georgia, with a patriarch, whom they call Catholicos,

and an arthbifliop, whole fees, as often as they are vacant, are difpofed of by the Prince,

though he be a Mahometan, and he generally gives them to his relations, and the pre-

fent patriarch is his brother. The churches in Georgia, efpecially in their cities, are

kept foniething more cleanly than in Mingrelia, but in the villages are full as nafty. The
Georgians and their iieighbours build their churches upon high mountains, in remote

and inacceflible places, and bow unto them at great diftances, but fcarce go into them

once in ten years, leaving them to the injuries of the weather, and for the birds to

build their nefts in. They can give no other reafon for all this, but that it is a cuftom ;

though we may fuppofe, it is rather to avoid repairing and adorning them. Georgia

was made tributary to the Perfians by Ifhmael the Great, and though it hasfeveral times

revolted, yet ftill continues in fubjcdion to them.

The city of Teflis, the capital city of Eaft Georgia, is one of the faircft cities in all

the King of Perfia's dominions, though not fo big as foine. It is feated at the bottom

of a mountain, and on the eaftera fide of it runs the river Kur, which rifing in the

mountains of Georgia, joins itfelf to the Araxes. The moft part of houfes built by the

river-fide, ftand upon a rock, and the whole city is encompaffed with flrong and beauti-

ful walls, except on the fide next the river, and is defended by a fortrefs on the fouth

fide, wherein are none but native Perfians. This fortrefs is a fandtuary for all manner

of criminals.

Teflis has in it fourteen churches, which is very much in a country where there is fo

little devotion. Six of them are appropriated to the Georgian fervice, and maintained

by them, and the other eight belong to the Armenians. The cathedral called Sion is

built all of hewn (lone, and ftands on the bank of the river. It is an ancient building,

in good repair, compofed of four bodies, and has a great duomo in the middle. The
great altar ftands in the middle of the church, and the infide is fall of paintings, after

the Greek manner. The Armenians have alfo feveral monafteries here j in one of

them, they fay, tl have St. George's (kuU.

There is not j mofque in Teflis, though it be under a Mahometan Prince, and

though the Perfians have attempted to build one feveral times, they could never accom-

plifli their defign, for the people mutinied and beat down their work j which a£tion,

though very affronting to the Pcrfian religion, yet the Emperor of Perfia is afraid to

come to any extremities with them, left they Ihould revolt to their neighbours the

Turks, and fo Teflis and all Georgia enjoy their liberty to retain almoft all the exterior

marks of their religion ; for, on the top of all the fteeples of their churches ftands a

crofs, and in them they have bells, which they often ring. Every day they fell porlc

openly, as well as other viduals, and wine, at the corners of the ftreets, which vexes the

Perfians to fee, but they cannot help it. Some few years fince they built a mofque in the

fortrefs, and the Georgians could not prevent it ; but when the prieft, after their cuf-.

torn, came up to the top, to make profeflion of his faith, and call the Mahometans to

prayers, the people fo plied him with vollies of ftones, that he was forced to fly down

in hafte, and never dared to appear there any more.

The public buildings, viz. their market-places, inns, and magazines, are well built of

ftone, and kept in good repair. The Prince's palace is a noble and beautiful building,,

being
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being adorned with halls and rooms of (laie, gardens, aviaries, and fpaclous courts, td

which the viceroy of Cakot's palace is not much infuior.

The out parts of the city arc adorned with fevcral houfes of plcafure, and many beauti-

ful gardens, of which the Prince's is tlic bigged ; but the trees arc fuch oidy as fcrve for

fhade and coolnefs.

The Capuchins, who were font into Georgia about the year 1657, by the Pope, havo

an habitation in this city, as alfo at (Jorv, where llu y are hi;^hly elteenied as phyficiiins,

which is the title they give thcmfelves, but they make very Uttle progrefs in the conver-

fion of the Georgians ; for befidcs that thefe people are very ignorant, and take litlle

care to inftruft themfelvcs, it is fo riveited into their heads, that iaflinj^, as tht-y obfervo

it, is the effcntial part of the Chriftain religion, that they do not believe the Capuchins to

be Chriftians, though they fall as they do, becaufe they are informed, they do it not

in I'.urope.

The city of Teflis is very well peopled, and there arc as many flrangcrs refort thither

as to any place in the world, for there is a great trade driven there, and the court is very

numerous and magnificent, becoming the capital ciiy of a province. The Geoigians

do not call it Teflis, but Cal;v> i. e. 'liie Fortrefs, which is a name they give to ail habi-

tations encompalTed with walls, and fome geographers c:)ll it, I'ebele-Cala, or thi'

hot city, either by rcafon of the hot baths, or becaufe the air there is n Jt i'o cold and

boifterous as in other parts ot Georgia.

12. On the 28th he departed from Teflis, and pafllng through Sogaii-'.ou, or the

place of onions. Handing upon the river Kur, came to Kupri-Kent, or the village of the

bridge, becaufe there is a very fair bridge over the river Tabaili, in the arches of which

are made little chambers and porticos, and in every one of them a chimney, on purpofo

to lodge ftrangers, and in the middle ones balconies, to take the cool air in the fummcr

;

Melick-Kent, or the royal village, and fo to Dely-Jan, a village of 300 houfes, feated

upon the river Acalflapha, which runs at the foot of a high and dreadful mountain, part

of Mount Taurus, flerc is plenty of water, and the ground is very fertile, and a great

many villages to be feen on every fide, fome ul which flood fo high upon the points of

the rocks, that they were almoit indifccrnible. They are inhibited by Georgian and

Armenian Chriftians, but not intermixed, becaufe they have inch an inveterate enmity

one againft another, that they caimot live together in the fan\e villages. The moft part

of the houfes of thefe villages arc no better than caverns or hollow places made in the

earth ; the -."ft are built with timber, and covered with turf.

Thefe fort of buildings are very convenient, being cool in fummer, and warm in

winter. The borough of Dely-Jan, and all the country round about for fix leagues, is

governed by its own natural Princes, from father to fon, and holds of Perfiaas Georgi.-',

does. It is called the country of Cafac, the people l)eiiig Itout and fierce, defcendcd

from the Cofaqucs, who inhabit the mountains on the nurih-caft of the C'afpian Sea, and
is at p.efent under a Prince called Kamflii-Can. lie lodged at Kara-Philhifli, a large

borough, feated at the bottom of the mountains which feparate Georgia from Armenia.
It flandb on the banks of the river '/eiigui, and palling Uichni, where there is an Arme-
nian monailery, our author arrived at Erivan, Jan. 7, 1673.

13. Krivan is a great city, but dirty. 'Ihe vineyards and gardens make the grcatefl:

part of it, there bung no ornamental buildings in it. k is fituated in a plain, encona-

pafled with mountains on every fide, between two rivers, the /engui and Queurk-
bi'idack. Th ' forireCs itfelf may pafs for a finall city, containing 800 'toufes, inhabited

,by I'niLns oidy j lo; ihuuyh iht; Armeniaiio have /hops there to work and trade in in the

day-time,

.^^
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diiy-tinje, yet they return to tht-ir lioufcs In the evening. It is fiirrounded wlih three

walls of earth, and brick made of clay, wiih battlements, find flanked with towers, and

llrenglhenod with ramparts, according to the ciiftom of llie ancients, and in it is conftantly

inainlained a garrifon of 2000 men. 'i'h;' governor of the province's palace is within

this callle, and is a very fpacious and dcligiitful place in fiimmer.

Tile city (lamls about a cannon^flict from the iortrefs, but the fpace between is fdled

up with houfes and market-places, which are fuch pitiful (Irutlures, that they may be

removed in one day. 'I'lirre are fc veral churches in this city, of which the epifcopal

fee, railed Ircou-ye-rizc, and Calovike are the chief; the reft are fmalL, funk deep

in tlie earth. Near the epifcopal churchiis an old towir, built of free-ftone, of antique

work, with fevcral infcriptioits, but none can read them ; nor is it known when, by

whom, or for what ufeit v. as built. At a little diftance from it is the Grand Meidan,

or gi-cat market-place, 400 paces fquare, where they ufe all exercifcs, both for horfe

and loot, as caroufais, racings, wrcflling, and managing of horf.'s for war. 'J'herc are

ninny baths and fiiir inns in it. The air is good, but a kittle thick and cold, far their

winrer laits long, and they have fnow fometimes in April. The country is very de-

lightful and fenile, and produces fruits in great plenty, cfpecially wine, which is there

good and cheap.

'I'he Armenians have a tradition, that Noah planted his ' ineyard near Erivan, and

fome pretend to fliew the place, about a fmall league from the city. The river and

lake, which is twenty-live leagues in conipafs, furnilh the city with excellent fifh of nine

forts, of which the trouts and carps are famous all over the Eaft. In the midfl of the

like is a fmall ifla'id, where (lands a monaftery, whofe prior is an archbifliop, raid takes

upon him the title of patriarch, refufing to acknowledge the grand patriarch. The
Armenians hold tiiis city to be the molt anciently inhabited place in the world ; for

they aflirm, that Noah and all his family dwelt there, both before the deluge, and after

he came out of the ark, and that the earthly paradife was fhere. But all this is a ftory

without foundation, reported by perfons ecjuaily ignorant and vain-glorious.

Two leagues from Erivan Hands the famous monaftery of the Three Churches, the

fanduary of the Armenian Ciiriftians. The Armenians call it Ecs-niiazin, which name
alio the principal church bears. It is a fubftantial but dark ftruflurc, all built of large

frecftone. The monks fliew fevcral relics preferved in it, as a finger of St. Peter, and
two of St. John the Baptift, a rib of.St. James, bifliop of Jerufalem, and an arm of St.

Gregory, &c. but they nuift be very credulous and iup 'rilitious that can believe thcin

fuch. 'I1ie two other churches that ftond near this are St. Caianaand St. Repfima, tlie

names of two Roman virgins who fled into Armenia, as they fav, in the ninth purfecu-

tion, and fuffored martyrdom in the fame places where thofc churches ftand.

"Within the territory of Erivan, which reaches about twenty leagues round it, there

are twenty-three c(-nvents fffir men, and five for women, which are fo poor, that being

continually employed in getting a livelihood, they never perform holy duties but upon
holidays. 'I'hey hold the opinions of the Monophyfites, but in other points are very
it'norant. 'J'wo leagues from Erivan caftuard, is to befeen the famous mountain where
Noah's ark is laid to Iiave refted. The Armenia.is hold, that the ark is ftill upon the

top of the mount called Maus, but that no man can afccnd to it. The governxw.of Eri-

van is a Beglerbeg, i. e. a lord of lords, and has alio the title of ferdar, or general of tlie

army. His revenue is 32,000 tomans, which is above 1 12,000 1, ftcrling a year, bjfidAs

fines, prefents, and indirect ways of enriching hitr.felf, which amount to 50,0001. more.

14. While he ftaid at lirivan, he faw a wedding of the governor's fteward's brother.

Matrimony in Perfia is very cxpenfive^ fo that only men cf eftates will venture, upon
VOL. IX, ' X it,
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it, left it prove their ruin. The meaner fort content themfelves with a concubine or

flavr. Tnc Mahometans that follow the tenets of Haly, take their wives after three

manners, viz. by purchafe, hire, or marriage. Alithefewavs their religion allows, and

the civil law acknowledges the children bom in any of them legitimate. The wives who
are flavcs arc called Canize. Of thefe the law allows a man as many an he can main*
tain, and taken no cpgni?:ance how they are ufed. Me is mailer of iheir chaftity, yea,

of their lives, and it is their honour to ierve their mailer as his wives. The hired wives

are called Moutaa : of thefe alfo a man may take as many as he pleafeth, and as lonr

as he pleafeth, for the pricc'agrced on, and at the end of the term they iMay prt with

them, or renew the bargain. A handfume young maid at Ifpahan may be hired for 35 1.

• year, befides cloaths, diet, and lodging. It any break off before the end of the term, he
muft pay the whole funt contrafted for, and the woman, after difiniflion, mud tarry

forty days before ihe lets herfelf to another. Thefe days they call the days of puri-

fication.

The efpoufed wives are called Nekaa, and of thefe the Mahometan religion allows a

man to marry four ; but they never marry above one, to avoid expence and diforder,

for every one will command, and their nuitual jealoufy caufes a perpetual confufion i

wherefore, if they cannot content themfclves with one wo nan, they ule their flaves. In

Perfiathey ufually marry by proxy, l>ecaure the man neve, fees his wife lill after he has

confuinmated the marriage, which fometimes he does not till fevcral days after his wife

has been at home. One would think, that this way of marrying (lioiild produce unfor-

tun?.te matches ; but it doth not, for mar.'iages are not nutre happy in any country than
this. If either of the parties diflike one another, and refoive to unmarry themlelves,

the Mahometan religion permits a divorce, and they may foparate either before a judge
or a churchman, giving cich other a taiaac or bill of divorce, and then the parties arc-

at liberty to marry again where they pleafe themfclves.

Upon this diflolution of their marriage, if the man has fued the divorce, he is obliged

to return the woman her dowry
; yet if the woman fought it, (he lofeih her portion ; but

if the perfonf: repent the 2^\, they may renew the marriage again three times r yet, the

Perfians rarely make ufe of this liceniie to part with their wives, only fome citizens and
tradefmen make their advantage of it. Perfons of quality count it fo difhonourable, that

they will rather die than divorce their wives, and tiie meancft fort cannot part with the

portion, and fo if they defire a divorce, which is rare, they effect it by ilUufing their wives,

to force them to fue for a divorce, and thereby facrificc all to their liberty.

Tlie Armenian patriarch liver, in this city, and has an epifcopal palace. He, with all

the refl of his clergy, is much addided to iimony, as are alfo all the Kaftern feils. Their
chief gain lies in felling the oil called myrone, at a dear rate, which they teach the people

to believe is a remedy that phyfically cures all the difteinpers of the foul, and confers the

grace of regeneration and rcmiflion of fins, faying, that in bapfilin it is the oil, not the

water, which is the matter prefcribed. The patriarch confcerates this oil, and fells it to

the bifhops and priefts, who get great fums by it.

15. April the 8th he parted from Erivaa, and travelling through a country fome-

irhat hilly, but full of villages, came firfl to Daivip, and then to Kainer, leaving the

mountain of Noah on the right hand. On the 10th he went on the f-^me road, which
led him through a fertile and fair country, and leaving Sederec, a great town, and the

capital of ihe province of Armenia, calletl Charour, where the Sultan refides, came
through Nouratchin, and over the river Harpafony to Nacchivan, which is thought to

be the ancient Artaxate. 1: is now little elfe but a heap of ruins, not containing above

two ihoufond houfes which are inhabited, and thofe in the heart of the city, with inns,

1

1

baths,
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baths, and other public houfes, where they fell tobacco and coffee, whereas formerly

the Pcrfian hidory alfures us. that it contained forty thoufand.

Five leagues to the north lies a great city, called Abrenor, i. c. the fertile field, and

feven others near to it, all whole inhabitants arc Papifls, and their bilhops and curates

Dominicans, who perform their church Icrvice in the Armenian language. Thefc towns

were brought into fubjedion to the Pope by an Italian Dominican of Bologna. Twenty

villages more acknowledged the fame eccleftallical jurifdi£tton, but are returned to

their firft religion, and their obedience to the Armenian patriarch ; and it is not likely

that the red can hold out long, for the governors of the province ufe them violently,

and lay heavy impofitions upon them, for withdrawing from their jurifdi<:tion.

From Nacchivan, he paffed to old Julpha, through a dry ftony country, where

there is nothing to be fcen but hills of fluncs. It is a ruined city, and thought by

fome authors to be the ancient Arianmicne. It is faid to have contained four thoufand

houfes, though the ruins do not fliew above half fo n.aiiy. At prefent there is nothing

but holes and caverns in the mountains, fitter for beads than men to live in.

This city was ruined by Abas the Great, for the fame reafon as Nacchivan, viz. to

hinder the invafions of the Turks for want of provifions. By Julpha runs the river

Araxcs, which fepai ates Armenia from Media. It riles in the mountain where Noah's

ark is faid to have reded, from which perhaps it takes its name, and empties itfelf

into the Cal'pian Sea. It is very large, and of fo rapid a cuurl'e, efpecially when it is

fwcUed by the thaws of the fnows that come down from the mountains, that no bridges

can ftand upon it, nor dams refill its force, and the noifu of the waters aftonilhes the

ears of the beholders.

16. Media, which formerly ruled all Afia with an imperial dominion, at prefent makes

but one part of a province, though the largeft in the Perfian empire, called Azerhcyan

or Afapaican. It borders on the call upon the Cafpian Sea and Hyrcania, on the fouth

upon Parthia, on the well upon Araxcs and the Upper Armenia, of which Affyria is a

part, and on the north on Dageltan, which is that mountanious country that Iwrders

upon the Mufcovite Coffacks, and part of Mount Taurus. The Perfians aiHrm, that the

name of Azcrbeyan implies, the country of fire, by reafon of the famous temple of fire

which was there eredcd, where was kept that fire which the fire-woHhippers hold to

be a god. Nimrod is faid firil to have brought in this worlhip, and there is a certain

fe£l called Guebres which dill maintain it.

From Julpha he travelled through a country full of little hills, leaving a fpacious plain

upon the left hand, where many bloody battles between the Turks and P rfians were

fought, and particularly that between Sclim, the fon of Solyman the Great, and I(h-

jnael 'he Great, to Alacou, and from thence, through a more even country, to Marant,

a very fair town, confiding of about two thoufand five hundred houfes, and which has

fo many gardens as take up as much ground as the houfes. It is feated at the bottom

of a mountain, at the end of a plain, watered by the little river Zelou-lou, from which

the people have drawn fevcral cuts into their grounds and gardens.

In the places adjoining grow plenty of fruits, the bed in all Media ; but that which
!3 mod peculiar to thefc parts, is this, that here they gather cochineal, though in no
great quaatities, nor for any longer time than only eight days in fummer, when the

fun is m Leo ; for before that time, the people fay, it doth not come to maturity i and
after the worm, from which they draw the cochineal, makes a hole in the leaf in

which it grows, it is lod. The Perfians call cochineal kermis, from kerm, which

fgnifies a worm, becaufe it is extrafted out of worms. The Armenians have a tra-

4itioo, that Noah lies buried here.

X 2 . 17, From
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17. I'Vom thence he triwflKil aiiiotir; th'r mountains to i><>|)hian, a little villa^fi full

ct" riviil Is ami );ar(lfns, ami IrLiilul to a wonder, and lb lie went to Tauiis, which it

nCty-iliPc I'll lian {'.aj^ucs {Vrni Krivnii. litis city ib very iarj^c and pount, htiiij' the

IvCDud in Poili.i in dij^niiy. jjiandLur, riches, trudf, and number ot iidiabitants. his
neither wdi'd nor fortified, ainl the little river Spinjjtcha runs acrofs if, which Ibnii;-

tiines currii-y away the houles on the lidf olit, aiid makes dreadlul havock. On th>-

iioith-lide runs the river Aj;i, or thv' fait river, whole water is made fait by the littk*

rivulets, which palling thnui;;!) the lalt niarllicH, fall into it, and fo can nourilli no tllh.

If is tlivid'-i! intt) nine wards, and has fifteen thoufand houles, anil as many ihops in

their maik'-t-places, ainonif which are three hundred iims, and fome lo lar^^c, as to lod^^c

thix'o hundreJ pcnple, and many c".il)aret.s for cu!lee, tobacco, untl llronij liquoir.

There are three huidred and lifiy mol<|uevS, three hol'pitaN, which relieve the poor

with victuals twice a day, and a fair herini, caILd Ilali'seye.

'I'he inhabitants have been form riy computed to be five hundred and I'lfty thoufimd.

This cliy is full of llram^err, who come hiiher to trade from all parts of Alia, becauli^

ir is full of all lorfs of merchandize, and abounds wiih arlills in cotton, filk and f^oUL

The fairtft turbans in Perlia are made here; arul it is laid, there arc (ix thoufand

bales of (ilk conliimed in this m mufavilure. '!'he air of Tauris is Rood, healthy, and
dry, but the cold continues long, becaufe it is expofed to the nortli, and the fnow lies

nine months in the year upon the mountains; the winds blow every day, morning and
evening, and rains often fall.

It abounds with all tilings nccelfary for human fupport, as corn, fifli from the Caf-

pian S^M, veiiifon, and otlKrwild bealls. lireail may be bought there at three pounds

a p.nny, and flv^lh at three halfpence a pound. 'I here are laid to grow no lela than

60 lorts of gripes in and about I'auris. Near it is a quarry of white marble, a mine
of gold, and another of fait. There arc feveral mineral waters, all Tulphureous, of

which fome are cold, and others boiling hot. Molt of our geographers of bed note,

as OrleliuK, Ananias, Molets, 5cc. are of opinion, that this city is the ancient and
celebrated Ecbatana, fo frequently mentioned in holy writ, and in the ancient hiitory

of Ada, but there are no remain ; of the magnificent palace of Kcbatan, where the

monarchs of Afia kept their courts in fumnier, nor of Daniel's, to jullify this notion.

From Tauris he travelled firfl to Vafpiiige, a great borough, lurrouiuled with

gardens Lud groves of poplars and tylets, and watered with feveral brooks, which make
it very pleafant ; then to Agi-agach, by which are the plains which afl'ord the belt

pafturcs in all Media, and perhaps in the whole world, where the choiccit horfes in

thj whole province are put to grafs from April to June, to purge, refrelh, fatten and
Itrcngihen them. Thefe plains are the Ilippopothon of the ancients, of which they

write that the Kings of Media kept here a breed of fifty thoufand horfes.

The roud from hence leads by fever:d circles of large hewn (tones, which the

P'rfians aflirni to be the places where the Caous or giants, when they made wars in

Media, held their councils, it being a cuftom among thefe people, that every odicer

that came to the council brought with him a (lone, to ferve him inltead of a cfuiir,

and fo carries you over hills and dales, all fruitful and delightful, to admiration,

through rurirrian, fo called, becaufe that in the fields about it tliere is a great number
t)f Ihepherds whh their Hocks, that are called by that name, to l*urvare, an handlbnic

large village at the bottom of an hill, and upon the banks of a little river.

From thence he proceeded in his journey, and eroding the river Miana feveral times,

by reaf(in of its windings, palled through the town of the fame name adjoining, bptli

t) cijlcd bccaule they part Media from Tarthia, and afcondcd a ridge of mountains,

t7 vhicli
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fovcral titneK,

which are a !)ranch of mount 'I'auru*, at the top of which ftaiuls a cafllc, callod the

Virgin's Calllc, bcciule Artaxerxea is laid to have built it oa purpofe to imprifon a

princcli of thf biooil.

As fooii as yoii hiivc paflVd ihiff moiintiuns, and the river Kcfil buefe, which is at

the foot ot thfin, you pc-rct'ivo a chaneo ot" the air ; tor whereas Media is moid and

rioudy, fubj'd to hijrh wiiuls and inucli rain, the Parthian air is dry to the highefl de-

cree, without clouds «)r rain lor fix niotuhs fouietinu's, and the foil landy, lb that

iiothint^ will thrive wiihout good hulhandry and pains.

1 8. I'artliia, wliith was lo lonu; the feat of the empire of Afia, is now a large pro-

vince of the Perfian monarchy. It is the proper demefncs of the Hhah, and therefore

has no governor, as the rdi of tlu" provinces. It is extended 200 hmgues in length,

and 1
50 in bnadih, being bounded by the province of Choraflan on the call ; by Fars,

which is properly IVili.i, on tho fouth, by Azarbeyan or Media on the well, ami

Guilan or Mczanderan, which compolo the prov.nce of llyrcania, on the north.

The air is dry, aiul thoui,di 'ht- nuiuntains produce nothing but thillles and briers,

yet theplainsarefriiiirulaud pie ilant, where there is water. This province hasabove forty

cities, which is much in iVrfu, becaul'e it is not peopled according to its exttiit. The
Parthians took their original from the Scyt'iians, who were the Tartars, who now in-

habit the north of Perfia, callc«' Uzbec«. and fornurly Ha£trians. 'I'he hrfl village

you come at is '/erigan, which is famed iar its anti ..Ity, being founded, according to

the Perlian records, iu the reign of Ardcchir-bab'.>; , fevcral ages before Chrilt, and

then palling over tlclighilul plains, you come to nl any.

This tiiy is feated at the foot of a mcntain. It feems af '• oft' a very neat well-built

place, but does not appear fo when you ;r. A'ithin it ; yet i,>.neof the public buildings!

are very remarkable, both for the male 'als .md arcliitedure. It contains about three

thoufand iioufo, and belides, there are very vail ruin;, which maki it probable, that it

was once thi largelt ciiy of the kingdom, as their hillories relate. Provilions are very

plentiful and cheap there, and the air wholefome, though very changeable, the morn-

ings, even'ngs, and nights being very cold, and days hot. It is laid to be the- molt

ancient city in Parthia. The predecelfors of lihmael Sophi, and the lall Armeniau
Kings, relided there, and then it is laid, that it contained four lumdred Chrifliau

churches ; but being demolidied by Tamerlane, and feveral other T'urkifh and Tar-

tarian Princes, the C'.hriilians have deferted it.

From hence he travelled through a lovely country, and palFmg through feveral

villages, furroumlcd with meadows, and groves of willow and poplar, he came to

Kbher, a fmall city for the buildings, as containing not above 2,500 houfes, but taking

up a large extent of grour. ' becaufe they have fo many large gardens. A fmall river

runs ihrougli the midd c
''

.i It is thought to be anciently tailed Barontha. The
lituation is delightful, the air wholefome, and foil plentiful. It is governed by a

ilaroguc, or mayor ; and the Mirtlheki-baflu has his tahvil, or falary, charged upon the

revenue of tiiis .;ity. 'Ihe Perlian geographers affert, that this city was built by Kei-

(lofrou, and that D.irab-Reihoni, or Dariils, began to build the callle ; and that

Skendcr-Roumi, i. c. Alexander the Great, fniiflied it. At Ebher they begin to fpeak

tl\e Perlian language, which is fpoken all the way to the Indies, more or lei's pure, as

the pe( pie are mure or lefs diltaut from Schiras, where it is fpoken in the greatell

perfeclioii.

19. From F.bhcr he travelled to Perfac, leaving Calbin five leagues on the left

hand. This great city (tands in a delightful plain, three leagues from Mount Aiou-

vcnt,.

^1
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vent, one of the higheft and moft famous mountains in Perfia. It is fix miles in cir-

cumforerence, containing 12,000 houfcs, and i ao,ooo innabitants, of which there are

I'orty t'aniilies of Chriftians, and one hundred Jews, but all very poor. It was formerly

walled, but they are now all fallen down. The chicfolt ornament and grace of Cafbui

is the Kinj^'s palace, and the great number of the feats of the Perfian grandees, who
attend upon the court, which has its continual refidence there. There are but few
mofques in Calbin, but the royal mofque, called Mctfhid-lha, is one of the larged and
faireft in all Perfia. This city has no great plenty of water, but it is fupplied, with all

it has, by fubterraneous channels called Kcrifees.

The air is thick, and not very healthful, and the foil dry and fandy, yet it abound*
with meat, and all manner of provlfious, whicli are brought thither from the countrJi;.s

adjoining, which having n>any well-watered plains, feed a world of cattle, and produce
prodigious qu: liries of corn. The faireft grape in Perfia, called ihahoni, or the royal

grape, being of a gold colour, and tranlp;rent, of which the Urongeft and moft luf-

cious win'j in the world is made, grows here. The air is very hot in fummer all the

day long, but the nights are fo cold, xhatif a man expofe himfelf never fo little to the

air, after he is undrelVcd, he is fure to fall lick, ^ome of our European geographers

affirm it to have been the city, which ike Greeks called Ragca, or Rages, afterwards

Europa and Ariacia, and now Cafbin, from a King of that name. It is governed by a

darogue, or mayor, chofen every year, whofe office is worth to him 600 tomans, or
2000 pounds.

Having palTed Cafbin, he came to Kaiare, and having lodged there, travelled the

next night (for that is the ^eneral way of travelling all over the eaft, to avoid the heat

of the fun, which would hurt both man and beaft in the day-time) by Segs-abad, which
fi^nifies the habitation of do^'s, to 8ava, a great city, feated in a fandv and barren plain.

It is two miles in circuit, and walled round, but i'o miferably built, that, unlefs it be in

I he midll, it runs to ruin for want of inhabitants. The hiftories of Perlia unanimoufly
agree, that the whole plain of Sava was formerly a faltmaHh, or lake; but how it was
dried is not certainly known : Ibme fabuloufly report, that Haly, Mahomet's fon-in-

law, drained it by a miracle, and to prefervc the memory of it, the people built this

city in t\v: midtt of it.

19. Ju(l over againft Sava, eaftward, at four leagues diftance, ftands a place of
pilgrimage, moft famous for the devotion of the Porfians. They call it Echmouil,
that is to fay, Samuel j for they believe, that this prophet was there interred, and
over his tomb is built a moft fumptuous maufolxum, in the midft of a magnificent

mofque. Over-againft it is ftill tc be feen fomc remnants of the city of Rcy, which is

reported t
> have been once the biggeft city of Afia, next to Babylon. The Perfian

hiftories relate, that it was divided into ninety-fix quarters, every one of which, had
forty-fix ftreets, and every ftreet 400 houfcs, and ten mofques ; that there were in it

6,400 colleges, 16,600 baths, 1 5,000 towers of mofques, 12,000 mills, 1,700 channels,

and 13,000 inns, and people almoft numberlefs.

The chronicles of the Magi make Chus, the grand-child of Noah, to be founder of

it ; and Ttolemy calls it Raquaia ; but the vulgar opinion is, that it was founded by
Houlheing Piflidadi, or the chief juftitiary, and enlarged by MaiToutftier, his lucceflbr.

It was ddlroycd by the Mahometans, who being divided into two feds, viz. of Shia

and Sunnis, made war one upon the other for fixty years together. The fed of Sunnis

.called in the afiiftance of the Tartars, and, by their help, bore down thefedt of Shia.

In thefe wars the Tartars, by their frequent lucurfions, deftroyed the potent city of

Rev.
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Rey, and reduced it to nothing before the 6ooth year of their Hegyra. The foil about

it is fertile and pleafant, and produces great plenty of iruits ; but the air is unhealthy,

making the fkin fwarthy, and breeding agues.

Departing from hence, he paflcdby a hill, called Couh-TeKfm, ^hich has this re-

markable and peculiar to it ; that as you approach nearer and nearer to it, itJhews a

different form, and varies both in its bigneis and figure; that the top or point of it is

always in fight, and you would think, that it turned that fide, which way foever you

ftood to look upon it. It confifts of a black earth, that crumbles like that of the bum^
ing mountains ; but it is not known to have vomited fire. The people of the country

fay, that they that afcend that mountain never coaie back again.

20. Having pafled it, he came to Com, a large city, feated in a plain, by a river-

fide. It contains 1 5,000 houfcs, as the people fay, and is furrounded with a moat and
wall, flanked with towers, but half ruined. On the river-fide are two fair keys, and
at the eaft of the city a finr bridge. It contains many large and beautiful market-places,

both for wholofale and retail : though it be a city of no great trade, yet they export

large quantities of fruit, dried and raw, and particularly pomegranates ; foap, fword-

blades, and earthen ware, both white and varniihed, which hath this peculiar property,

that it cools the water in fummer both wonderfully and fuddenly, by reafon of its con-

tinual tranfpiration. It contains a great number of fair inns, niaufoIiBums and mofques,

wherein theg aid-children and defendants of Ali, which are the Perfian I'aiats, called

Yman-Zade, Ions of the apolllcs, lie interred. One of thefe mofques is the moft cele-

brated in the ead: it has four courts, of which the firft is planted with trees and flowers,

like a garden, with terraces on each fide ; the fccond is not fo beautiful as this, but

the third is nothing inferior to it, being furrounded with apartments two ftories high,

and having a terrace, portico and canal. In the fourth are the chambers and lodgings

for the priefls, governors and ftudents, that live upon the revenues of the facred place.

Fronthig thefe courts ftand the body of the ftrufture, confifting of three great chapels

upon a line. To the middlemoft belongs a portal, eighteen feet high, of white marble.

The top is a large half-duomo, over-laid without with large iquare china tiles, painted

with morefco work, and embellifhed within with gold and azure. The folding doors^

are plated with filver, gilt with vermillion.

In it (lands the tomb of Fatima in the midft, which is overlaid aSfo with China tiles,

painted a-la-morefco, and overfpread with cloth of gold, which hangs down on both
fides. It is enclofed with a grate of maffy filver, ten feet high, diftant half a.foot from
the tomb, and at each corner are apples of fine gold. In the two chapels on each fide

ftand the tombs of the laft Kings of Perfia, viz. Abas and Sophi, both very magnificent;,

but on that of Abas are written in large characters of gold, feveu elegies upon Mahomet
and Ilaly, made by the learned Hafiin-Cafa.

Thefe are rare pieces of iloqucnce, antl in them may be fecn not only the genius of"

Pcifian poetry, but the tranlports of the Mahometan devotion. This city contains
fevcral other beautiful and fumptuous edifices, and would be a very plcilant place,

were it rot for the heat, which is exccffive, there being no place in all Perfia wherethe
fun fc()rches more violently, yet is the air whok-fome, and foil fruitful, efpecially in

piftacliios. '1 he people are very courtoous and civil. The river that paffeth by it is*

but a fmall current in fummer, but being fwelled with the fnow-waters that fall from
the nuHinlains, it fometiines overflows great part of the city.

From Com he travelled four leagues over vcr)' feriilc plains, abounding with fine

villages, to Caffcm-abad, a town confifting of 300 houfcs, belonging to the Queen-
mother,,
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mother, ^s her dowrjs from whence he paffed over a dry fandy plain, without villages

or water, to Abifliirin, or fweet water, becaufe there is a fouiuain of fair water, and
went from thence to Cafhan.

21. This city is fcr^^ed in a large plain, near a high mountain, a league in length and
a quarter of a league in breadth, running out from eaft to weft in form of an half-moon.

There is no river near the city, but it is fupplied with water by canals, deep wells, and
cifterns. It is encompafl'ed with a double wall, flanked with round towers, after the

old fafhion, and hath five gates. The city and fuburbs, which are the nioft beautiful,

contain 6500 houfes, as the people fay, forty mofques, three colleges, and about 200
fepulchres of the defcendants of Ali. The principal mofque Hands right againft the

market-place, and has a tower, like a fteeple, of free-floue. Tlic houfes are built of"

earth and brick, but are none of them remarkable for their beauty.

The bazars and baths are well built and kept, and the royal inn is the faircfl in all

Perfia. 'I'he wealth and trade of Calhan confift in the manufactory of all forts of fluffs,

and tiffues of gold and (ilvcr, plain and flowered, fatin and velvet ; there is no city in

Perfia that makes more. Caflian ftands in a good air, yet fo violently hot that it

is ready to ftiflc you in fummer, which is occafioned by the refledion of a mountain
that ftands on the fouth of it ; but the greateft inconvenience that attends this city, is

the great number of fcorjjions which inteft it, and the parts adjoining, when the fun is

in Scorpio, and therefore there is nobody but has by him feveral experienced remedies

againft the fting of this creature.

Cattle and wild fowl are not plentiful, but the country abounds in corn and fruits.

They furnilh Ifpahan with fruits, efpecially melons and water-melons, all the feafon.

Several European authors think this city to be Ambrodu:-: or Ctefiphon of the ancient^.

It is faid to be founded by a virgin, who therefore laid the full Itoue of it when the

fun entered Virgo, and named it Calhan from her grandfather. It is governed by a da-

rogne or mayor, who holds his place two ) ears.

From Caflian he paffed over a mountain, and then defcended into a deep valley, very

narrow and about a league in length, vhkh is well filled with houfes, vineyards, and

gardens, fo clofe one to another that the;- .il) feem but one villag<?. Several delightful

and clear ftrcams preferve the fummer fo wonderfully c>)ol here, that thi.-rofes were not

blown, nor the corn or fruit ripe, when the harveft was quite got in at Caflian. Several

modem authors afliert, that Darius was murdered by Befl'us in this valley, and that not

improbably, becaufe hiftory fays BeflTus fled to Baftriana, and Nabarzanes to Hyrcanin,

and here the road begins to thefe tkvo provinces, and fo by Moutfhacour, a large vil-

lage of 500 houfes, to Ifpahan, which is fo thick encompalFcd with villages, that you

would think you are in the fuburbs two hours before you conu' near thcin.

23. There are two other roads which it is neceflary that travellers fliould be ac-

quainted with, which I (hall briefly defcribe, viz. from Warfaw to Ilpahan, and from
Ifpah to Mofcow.

Warfaw, whkh is feated upon the left hand of the Viftula, is the ordinal ; refidcnco

of the King of Poland. Beginning your travel here to Ifpahan you inuft go to Lublin,

which is fix days' journey, and in f:vc more you may get to Iluove, where the cuftomi

ers open all the bales of the merchant's goods, and exad five in the huudroJ. From
Iluove you go to Jaflovieer in twelve days. This is the laft city of Poland next Mol-
davia. Here, if you fell any goods, you muft pay five per cent.

From thence you go to Vaflie in eight days. '1 his is the capital city of Moldavia,

and ths rcfidence of the Wayvod, which th« Grand Scgnior fends to govern that

country.
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country. Here all bales of merchandizes are opened, and there is a roll of all that

the merchant is to payj whiqh amounts to five per cent.

From Yafhe the way lies throngh Ourfhaye, to tvhlch you come in three days.

This is the laft city in Moldavia. ' From hence to Akerman you go in four days, and

the cuftoms amount to four per cent, but they take the merchant's account. From
Akerman you go to Ozou, where they take two per cent, and fo to Precop, where they

pay two and a half per cent.^but they truft to the merchant's word at both places.

From Precop the road lieS to Kaffa, where alfo the cuftom is three per cent. And the

journey from Warfaw to Kaffa is fifty-one days by the waggon, which is the ufual way

of carriage in that country, and the cuftoms in all come to eight-^enand a half per cent,

to which you muft add the carriage and paflage by fea to Trebilbnd, where you pay

three piafters for every mule's and four for every camel's load. To avoid fomething

of this charge, the Armenians Ihip their goods ufually at another port, called Onnie,

which is a very good port, and where they never pay above a piafter and a half for a

camel's load.

There is another road from Warfaw to Trcbifond fliorter by three days' journey, viz.

from Warfaw to Yaflie, in the former road, and from thence by Galas, a city of Mol-

davia, Megin, and Mangalia, the beft port in the Black Sea to the weft, to Trebifond,

from whence to Erzerom fire days* jom-ney, from which to Ifpahan you go the ufual

road.

The other road from Ifpahan to Mofcow lies thus : you muft travel the ufual road

before-mentioned, to Shamakl, and from thence to Derbent, which the Turks call

Demir-Capi. This is the laft city in the Perfian jurifdiftion, by which the river Sha-

mourka runs. From Derbent you may travel to Tetark in eight days, where hiring

barks with twelve oars, you may be at Aftracan, by the help of a little fail which they

put up, if the wind ferves, in four or five hours, but if you row only it will take up nine.

W^hen you embark upon the Cafpian Sea, you muft provide yourielf water for the firfl:

three days, becaufe the water on the coaft is bitter for that time, but afterwards it is

very good. At Aftracan the merchants are all feari hed by the Cuftomers, and they

take five per cent.

From Aftracan to Mofcow you take {hipping in great barkr that make ufe both of
oars and fails, rowing againft the tide, and weigh all you carry aboard, f t- which you
muft pay fourteen caya, and three abaflis and a half for every pound. Fruni Aftracan

you fail to Corinya, and fo in order by Sariza, Sarataf, Satnaiat, Senurifkat, Coulombs

,

Cafan, Sabouk-lha, Godamijan, Triguina, Mouron, and Cufin, to Mofcow, which they

count 2950 Ihagarons, or 590 Italian miles.

At Srjataf you may go afliore, and fo go by land to Mofcow. in waggons, when the

fnow is gone, and on fledges while it lies, and then the way lies through Inferat, Tvm-
neck, Canquerma, and Valodimer, a city bigger than Conftantiaople, to Mofcow, which
journey may be finiftied in thirty-five days ; but this way is never ufed but upon necef-

fity, when the river is frozen, becaufe in the pafTage from Sarataf to Inferat, which is

ten days' journey, there is nothing to be had for man or horfe. At Mofcow the cuftoms
are the fame as at Aftracah, viz. five per cent, and all the Afians, viz. Turks, Periians,

Armenians, and others, lodge in a fort of inns j but the Europeans lie in a place by
themfelves all together.

23. There are few countries in the world that are fo little vifited by European
travellers as thofe about the Black Sea, and indeed there are feveral reafons for it. la
the firft place, the Turks will fufter no trade to be carried on by fea in any other than
their own velTels, and fo jealous they are on this head, that when the RufTians were
'VOL. IX. Y mafters
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mafters of Afoph, and (harcd by that means in the navigation of the Black Sea, thejr

were never eafy. It is, in the next place, a very rare thing, even for fuch as travel for

pleafure through the dominions of the Grand Signior, to ftrike out of the common road

purely to gratify their curiofity, nor indeed in luch a country as this would that be al-

ways fafc. And laftly, the ccmmon reports of moft of thefe countries place both them
and their inhabitants, m fo bad a light, that few have any curiofity to be better acquainted

with them. Our author's journey was by mere accident ; he took this route to Perfia

is the mod convenient at that time for his purpofe j and it was alfo by accident

]VI. dc la Motraye took many years after the fame route, and their accounts agree,

gene; ally fpeaking, very wellj but fome points in both feem to Hand in need of

explanation.

Our author has given but a very fliort account of the Crim Tartars, and therefci'e it

is ncceffary to fay lomelhing more of them. Authors di£Fer very much as to the con-

dition of this nation, that is to fay, whether they ought to be confidered as free and
independent, as allies or as fubiedls to the Turks, Inflead of endeavouring to difcufs

the queftions, we (hall leave them to the decifion of the reader, aaer reporting a few

matters of fa£t. There are not many towns in this Tariary, and in thofe that have any

fortrefles, the Turks have garrifons. The Tartar Princes are i-arely admitted into and
never allowed to lodge in them. Caffa, we have elfewhere (hewn, was once a very fine

city, and is flill a good port, which is in the power of the Turks ; I'o is Baluclawa,

which is ftill a better port, and, if we may depend upcn the Turkifli writers, is not ex-

ceeded by any in the world, either for the depth of water, or fecurity from winds. The
town of Chirck, upon the Straits of Daman, has alfo a very fine port> but it is an

open place, and belongs to the Tartars. 'I'he capital of this country, properly fpeaking,

b Bafcia Sarai, which is the refidence of the Khan, was taken by the Ruffians in the

late war, and totally deftroyed. The Khan of the Tartars, though a fovereign prince,

is appointed and depbfed by the Grand Signior, but he is always fucceeded by a prince

of his own family ; and this prefumptive fucceflbr, whether he be the brother or the fon of

S"
e reigning prince, is ftyled Sultan Galga. The fecond prince of the family is ftyled

or Bey, the third, Noradin Bey, and the reft of the young princes have particular

titles. It is to be obferved of the Tartars in general, that even the meaneft and moft

ftupid of them is fo much malter of his genealogy, as to know exaftly of what

family he is defcended, and tc what tribe his fiamily beloiigs. The truth of the matter

is, that they refemble exadly Highland and Iiifti clans, and like them, are commanded
by chiefs.

Every diftind family or cl?.n of the Tartars, is by them ftyled Horda, and the chief,

Murfa, or as others write it, Mirza. Amongft the Crim Tartars there are four great

tribes, to which all their hords belong, and the chiefs of thefe four tribes are the coun-

fellors of the Khan, without whofe confent he can undertake nothing of importance.

Hereditary right is the fundamental law of all the Tartars, and the dignity of Mirza, or

chief, defc^nds from fa'her to fon. The Khan of Crim Tartary can bring eighty thou-

sand men into the field, but his contingent, when called to alTift the Grand Signior, con-

fifts of thirty thoufand horfe. All the world knows that thefe Tartars are very far from

being handfome, but they are, generally fpeaking, brave, hardy, aflive, and enterprifing,

and their horfes refemble them, for vorfe looking or better beafts for fervice, the world

does not produce. As for riches, they confift in horfes and in (laves ; and as for their

manner of living, it is equally coarfe and barbarous in the opinion of all other nations,,

and honourable and happy in their own. They are very hofpitable and kind to one

another, fo that every man is at home in his neighbour's houie. Neither are they lefs

civil
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civil and refpedful to fuch ftrangers as come among them, who are very v?eIconie to

what they have, and would be as welcome if they had more. One thing is remarkable,

when any Pranger comes to their tents, he is ferved by their children, and not by their

flaves, let the quality of the niafter be what it will. A gentleman who was in the fervice

of Charles XII. pafling through this country in his way to Bender, where that Monarch

then was, lodged in the tent of a principal Mirza, and when it was time to go to reft,

his fon made up for the ftranger a bed of Ikins, by the fide of which he fet a little ftool,

with a pipe, a box of tobacco, and a bottle of excellent fherbet. In the morning he

came and rolled up the bed, prefented him cakes, butter, coffee, and milk, and brought

him likewife his boots. The father, who was a kind of Prince, when the gentleman

expreffed fome aftoniftiment at his putting his fon upon fuch offices, made him this

anfwcr ; " Friend, this world is a lottery, in which there are many blanks to a prize

;

'* though I have many flaves, yet, by the fortune of war, my fon may become a flave

,

** it is fit, therefore, he fliould learn to behave in all conditions ; the Khan does the fame
" thing ; and befides, let me tell thee, ftranger, that among the Tartars, we Lold the

" meaneft office done to a friend as the higheft honour, and therefore never ftiare

* it with our flaves."

As the Tartars are chiefly known to the reft of the world by their excurfions, we
cannot defcribe them better, than by fliewing in what manner they a£l on fuch occafions,

wherein, without doubt, they difcover an extraordinary genius for this manner of

making war, which, however barbarous it may feem to us, anfwers all the ends of war
to them, by furnifhing flaves and booty in abundance, which fupplies them with the

means of happinel's in time of peace. It is very true that they run through great

hazards and hardfliips in time of war, but then thefe hazards and hardftiips are all

that they fuftain, for when they return to their tents they are free and independent,

have neither care nor folicitude, but are princes in their own family, and live in what
manner they like beft, without any apprehenfions or conftraint. To us, indeed, even their

repofe and luxury appears a moft fhocking and hideous couffe of life ; but it appears

otherwife to them ; and, after all, if there be any thing certain in this world, it is this,

that the true ftandard of happinefs is opinion. But to come to the point ; every Tartar

that goes into the field, carries with him two horfes, which are taught to follow without

being led, and are confequently ufeful to, without embarraffing thoir mafter. On thefe

horfes they lay a fack of rye meal, and another with bifcuit and fait, which is all the

baggage and provifions wherewith they are encumbered. It is only a few of the com-
manders that are provided with tents ; the reft pafs the night in the following manner.
They carry with them fourfharn ftakes, which they drive into the ground, and upon
thefe they fix their mantle, m'' h ferves for a bed; their wooden faddle fupplies the

place of a pillow, and a coarfe thick cloth, which is thrown acrofs the horfe's back under
the faddle, becomes a coverlid. The horfes are tied to the pickets with pretty long
cords ; and while their mafte)^ fleep, the beafts very handily remove thefnow with their

forefeet, and feed upon the grafs that is unde'* it, taking now and then a mouthful of
fnow tc I liften it. When a horfe tires, his mafLer cuts his throat upon the fpm "nd
diftributes his flefti amci^or his friends, who make him the fame compliment v u a
occafion offers. The bt . part of the flefti the .i, in flices, of an inch thick, and luefe

they place very neatly under the faddle of the ho; te they ride upon. When they have
travelled three or four leagues, they difmount, turn all the pieces of flefli, aj)<! r.ix them
very carefuMy with the fweat, which they turn up with tl fingers, then to hoiL^ again,

and at night they fup upon this dainty difli, which they i«tke ready dreffed fsom under
their faddles.

Y 2 Ib
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In this manner licy will tvavcrfe two or three hundred leagues of ground, without

r-vcr lighting a firt, which they carefully avoid to prevent being difcovered ; and thejr

rhufc the' depth of winter for their cxpediti(ins, that the bogvS, lakes, and rivers bei:'g

frozen, they may avoid all interruptions, and profocute their march with great expedition.

Thus the Tartars marcn one hunderd in front, tha,; ]> ;!;ie-: h>>nderd horfes ; every one
of I ,ciu has twr). wliich i'erve for relays, as h?y hc.cn 'nid i>i'for > ; their front may
cxtcMid eight hti drcd or one thoufand paces, and fhey arc eig-it hundred or one
thoufand in file, which reaches four long loapuei, ./.' thnjc whru Jey keep dole j

for at oih^'- timo& they extend above tr^n leagvus, TM^ is womi. f' >', to thofc that

have not leen it, vor eighty thoufand Tartars irake up alx;\e tv\o lundred thou-

fand horfes. 'I'rc s are noi t!';. 'ur in the wo^;ls than horA's ure at that time in

the field; and to f • rhem at :; d Ihince, t>ioy look iike a cloud rifing in the horizon,

which increafes as iv rifes, aii<i ' nkes a lonor into the bolded : I me in thofe who
are not uf?d to fci* f , :h muliiii^os together. Thns thcfe miqlifv mnics march,
f.alting every hou; nbou! half a qu;ut(.;r

:'" an h ur to give Ji^tr .orlec time to dale
;

and [hi'" arc f<i well marn ;ed, that >hey d(» it as i, on as they i\o\^ ; then the Tartars

flight too. rhcy remount immediately, and go oj., ;i!I w !)ie!! June unly by the fignal of
a v.liitle} and when thiy are conv withiu thiio or f > t ]t.aj,.ics of tlie borders, they

J' : fHii two < r three days in fome place chofen for that jjurpofo, where they think they

a.'j concc.T -i i
thcu ;hey give out orders, and refrefl) their army, which they difpol'e

of ip. \h\(- ainnner ; ihty divide it into three paiiy, two-thin's are to compofe one body,
the o:(i' I third is fubdivlded into two parts, onrh making a wing, one on the right, the

oih-j; r5,i ;hc left. In this order they enter th- country.

The main body moves flowly, wliidi, in tt,i ir language, they call Cochc, with the
v.iiigs, but continually, without hailing day or night, allowing but an hour to refrefh

till they are got fixty or eighty leagues into ihe country, without doing any harm ;

but as foon as they begin to march back, the body holds the fame pace ; then the

general difuiiflVs the two \yings, whicli have libti y, each on its own fide, to ftray ten

or twelve league:-; from the main body ; but tliat h to be underftood half of the way
forward, and the other half fideways ; each wing, which may confill of eight or ten

thoufand men, is ai.-ain fuiidivided into ten or twelve fquadrons, of five or fix hundred
men each, who run up and down to the villagef:, enconipufs thorn, making fourr5r;>j

i.'c '^arde about each village, and great fir^s all the night for fear any peafant /hould

eicape tlien^ : then th-'y fall to pillaging and iuirning, kill all that make any refinance,

;ind take r.nd carry avay &U that fubmit, not only men, women, and lucking babes,

but the cattle, horfes, ccavs, oxen, {\xw\t, goats, f^c. As for the fwine, they drive and
flrdt ihcm up in a barn, or fuch like plaec, ;uk1 ['we the four corners ; fo great ; , tiie

loathinj they have for thofc creatures. The witsgs being allowed to flray but ten or
twelve leagues (as has Ixeii faid), return with their booty to their main body, which is

cufily done ; iur thf y Lave a great track, niarching above fify mi frorit ; fo ihat they

have noihing to do but to follow, and in four or five houiri they join their body again,

where, as foon as they are come, two other wings, confilliiig of the like number as the

former^ go out on the right and left, to make much the fame havock ; then they come
in, and two others go ou', and fo continue th'ir txcurfit>nK without ever diminiiui.ip-

their body, which, as has been mentioned, nu^.'K two thirds of the army, and mo' -

gently, to be always in breath and ready t . \v\ their enemy, if they iiiould . .c

them, though their defign is lu^t to meet, be oid them as much as poifible. • hey
no'.cr rf \ the fame way they brok' '". b -^c a compafs the better to efcape ; for.

«h.y alw ight in their ov^a defence, : they mull b-.' iurced lo it, without they

a know

^^' '^-m^L,^'^
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know themfelvcs to be ten to one ; and yet would they confidcr of it before they fell

on ; for thefe Tartars do not enter Poland to fight, but to pillage by way of furprize.

When the Polanders meet them, rhey make work, forcing them to get home fafler than

their ufual pace. At other times, after they have fufllciently plundered and robbed,

they enter upon the defart plains in the frontiers, thirty or forty leagues in length,

and being in that place of fafety, make a groat halt, recovering breath, and putting

themfelves into order, if they were in any confufion, on account of meeting the

Polanders.

At their return from fuch an incurfion, the Khan receives his tenth of the whole

booty, which is afterwards divided amongft the feveral hords, and every Mirza receives

the tenth of the Ihare that belongs to his hord ; after which, what remains is divided

fairly and regularly amongfl all that ferved in the excurfion. It is, undoubtedly, one

of the nioft fhocking fpeftacles that can be beheld, to fee the unhappy people of all ages,

ranks, and fexes, that have been thus carried away, feparated from each other, and

torn away by their relentlefs maiters, who either keep and employ them in fervile work,

or fell them, if they think proper, to the Turks, Pcrfians, Circaflians, or any of the

adjacent nations, or to the merchants who come up into their countries on purpofe to

buy flaves. It is froo) their fortune in thefe kind of cxcurfions, that the Tartar princes

become rich and potent ; for what they receive from their parents is very inconfiderable,

^ud they make no fcruple of telling ftrangers, when they admire the number of their

tents, horfes, cattle, and flaves, that what they have was acquired by their fword and

bow ; and that if they had been lei's hicky in their expeditions, they had been as poor

and as milerable as any of their fubjeds. By leading this kind of life they become very

active and vigorous, capable of enduring prodigious fatigue, fo as to go without fleep

for many nights together, and with little or no food for many days; but when they

come to have ii\ore leifure, they will fetch this up by fleeping forty-eight hours upon the

ftretch, and vill crowd three or four meals into one. Thei;- good and bad qualities are

peculiar to themfelves, and feem to be derived entirely from the kind of life they load ;

for though they will fight very bravely, yet they muft be forced to it, chufing much
rather to fly, if it be pradicable. They will drink very freely upon certain occafions,.'

but upon fuch occafions only, for at other times they are both abftemious and fober.

The Crim Tartars are very far from being jealous, and arc, generally fpeaking, con-

tent with one wife, feldom making ufe of their flaves as concubines ; but then they are

inercilefs mafters, treat their flaves in the fame manner as their cattle, and fell them
with as little ceremony. Under misfortunes they are patient, or rather fallen, but

what little education they have makes fome difference amongit them, as appears by fuch

of their Khans as are baniihed to Rhodes, which is the common place of their exile

when depofid, where they live very handfoniely, and without any dejeftion o- fpirit.

Indeed this misfortune happens fo frequently, that they cannot be much furprized at it.

In the court of the Khan's palace at Bafcia Saray, there are two tombs of princes who
died in pofleflion of that dignity, and, it is fuppofed, were ereded there as curiofities

in that .cfpeft. 1 have dwelt the longer upon this fubjed, becaufe 1 take it to be both,

inftrudive and entertaining.

In order to apprehend clearly the nature of our author's Voyages and Travels, we
muft c^nliderthe countries that lie upon the Black Sea, ^hich is everywhere fluir in by

the land, fxcent at the narrow Streights of Conftaurinople. On the weft fide lies tiie

European ^ lali, viz. the maritime parts ofMoldavia, Bulgaria, and Romania, extend-

ing fromfouih to north, thai ia, fromConilantiaople to Oczakow, in a itraight line, about

three

r>^
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three hundred and twenty miles. On the north fide lies the Little Tarlary, the penin*

fula of Crim, and the great country of Circafiia, that circumfcribe the Palus Meotisy

which communicates with the Black Sea by the Streights of Daman or Theman, which

have the peninfula of Crim on one fide, and Circaflla on the other. Thus it appears

that Circaflia makes the north-ead boundary of the Black Sea, and ftrctches itfeir quite

to the Cafpian. The countries lying on the wed fide of the Black Sea, and to the

fouth of Circaflia, are Mingrelia, Immorctta, and Guriel, of which our author has

given a large and very good defcription.

Thefe countries are all mountamous and narrow, having behind them towards the

Cafpian, the large country of Georgia, which borders immediately on the Perfian

dominions, having CircaiTia on the north, the countries of Mingrelia, tmmoretta,

Guriel, and Armenia, on the weft, the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, and the territories of

of Perfia to the fouth. The feveral nations that inhabit thefe countries are, properly

fpeaking, Tartars, or very little better ; and though there arc fome towns, and even cities,

yet molt of the inhabitants live in tents. The Princes of the Circaflians are hereditary

chiefs of clans, like other Tartars, and it is certainly a degree of coinpiaifancc to efteem

them Chriftians. It muft be however allowed, that they a'c not quite fo barbarous, or
to fpeak with greater propriety, fo far removed in their manners from ours, as other

Tartars, notwithftanding their unnatural and deteftable cuftom of felling their children

;

for it is certain that they take a good deal of pains in their education, but with no other

view than that of bringing iheni to a better market. The boys, bcfides riding, hunting,

(hooting, and martial exercifes, are taught feveral languages, and as they are very active

in their perfons, have quick wits, and are of bold and enterprifing natures, they

rife frequently to great preferment, "ooth in Turkey and in Periia ; as for the girls,

they are likewife taught the Turkifli and Perfian tongues, mufic, dancing, and to re-

peat amorous novels and romances. If it may be accounted wonderful to fee parents

part with their children with fo much eafe as they do, it is certainly not at all lefs ftrange

to fee the children quit their fathers and mothers not only without pain, but with the

utmoft alacrity, the girls more efpecially. This arifes from the Ivories they are told,

of the vaft fortunes that their countrywomen have made in different parts of the world,

which fills them with afpiring thoughts, and to fay the truth, their ilavery is none of
the hardeft, for the merchants who buy them take as much care as is pofllble to improve
their education, and are fo far from making any atrnmpts upon their chaftity, that they

are the moft jealous guardians of it in the world, oecaufe all the hopes they have of
felling them to advantage are founded in the extreme fondnefs the Mahometans have
for virgins, and when tney are fold, it is at fo high a price, that thofe who buy them
muft be both able and difpofed to maintain them in affluence.

There is no need to add any remarks on the remaining part of this feftion, becaufe

whatever requires farther explanation will be fet in a clear light in the fubfequent fec-

tions ; only it may not be amifs to obferve, that fince the declenfion of the Perfian

>mpire, the Ruflians have taken many of the Circalfian and Georgian princes under
their proteftion, and it is highly probable that in time the reft will follow their example,
which perhaps may render the country more accefllbic, and prove the means of drawing

the inhabitants out of their prefent ftate of barbarifin. If this could be done, and they

once civilized, and brought under one fovereign, or even two or three that lived in toler-

able harmony with each other, there is no doubt that they might be able to defend them-
felvt's agantA any that Ihould attack them, and by the happinefs of their fituation, between

the Euxine and the Cafpian Seas, and the lu^ny valuable commodities their country
'
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produces, they mighi very fpeedily eflablifli R much more profitable as well as reputable

commerce, than that which they have hitherto carried on. The late Schah Nadir,

who had great views with refpedl to trade, was very dedrous of forcing a palTage to the

Black Sea, where he intended to have eflabliflied a port from which he expe£led vaft

things, but very probably thefe great defigns will fall with him, and as the prefent

generation is not like to fee his equal, we mufl leave to pofterity the hopes of beholding

thefe coimtries and their inhabitants in a better fituation than they are at prefent, for

which thev feem to have been defigned by nature; in a worfe, however, they

cannot well be.
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GREAT EMPIRE OF PERSIA,.
,'. v.

ITS SITUATION. EXTENT, DISTRIBUTION OF ITS I'ROVIN'CES, CMMATK, RIVERS, SEAS,

SOIL, PRODUCE, AND THE CHIEF CITIES THROUOIIOUT THE COUNTRY;

AS TO AFFORD A r. k;:.c> tauA "? it ondition in past and prbient timei.

Collfftetl from the Writings of tl»e moil famous Travellers, particularly from tliofe of Ilrrbtrl, CharJin,
Tavernitr, Thtvtnol, I.c /Irun, ami uthcTS, tlicir feveral Remarks and Obfurvatious Lc-ing all liigeftcd ill

into a regular and eafy Method.

I. T/h' Situation an.l Extent of the Pcrftan Empire, -with a/uccinH Account of the Reafons
why a clear and pcrfed Notion of the Territories uhicb compofe this Empire ;.. offuch
Importance to^vards a right Idea ofgeneral Hijiory and Geography.— 2. A dijHndt and
accurate Defcription of the feveral Provinces under the Dominion of the Perjian Eni'

peror^ their ancient and modern Names, Situation, Extent, chief Cities, and Ports,— 3. The Air and Climate of Perfui in its different Parts ; with an Account of the

hot and Jlijiing Winds fo dangerous to Travellers uu t.>e Sea-coaft,— 4. i'he Riven in

this Country, and the various Methodf made ufe of to diffufe the Water I lanals and
A'jucdu^ls ; and an Account of the Seas upon which it borders.— 5. (ftht .ppearance

if t'c Country in general, andof the Diverftty of Soils in Perfia.— 6. Of the j-irticular

- ilujbandry ufed in this Country, the Produce of Arable Lands and Gardens. 7. Of
the Variety of Frui':, Trees y Flowers^ and Shrubs, that grow therein.— 8. Of meaicinal

Drugs that are hroujufrom Perfia. particularly Opium, Afj'afatida, and Bezoar.—
9. A large and curio'ts Account of the Animals, tame and wild, in thefeveral Provinces

of Perfia.— 1 o. Of the F .uls, Birds, and Fijh in this Country, and the Rtjfon why
the lu 7 r is fofarce at Ifp. in.— 11. Ofthe Minerals in Perfia, and ofprecious Stones,

particularly the Turquois, held to be peculiar to this Country.— 12. Of the Manner of
building in Perfia, ho-.c well adapted to their Climate, and of the Methods ufed to keep

their bo'ift:^ool and pleafant, even inthr hottcjl Scafons.— 13. A particular Defcription

ofthe capital City of Ifpahan or Spahawn, with i.s peculiar Beauties and Blemijhes.—
14. A dijlin^ Defcripti. n of the Royal Palace md of the Imperial Mofqw. — 18. Of the

Bagnios, Gardens, and Br-r'\'s in the City of Ifpu' an, and in its Neighbourhood.—

16. A lar^e Defeript >> of the Borough or Suburi cf Jalpha, with an Account of the

Armenians who in' <. it.— 1 7. The noble City of Chiras defcribed, with an . Iccount of
the adj-uent Couili ^, ,'id 's Produce.— iS. An /kcount of the noble Antiquities

at Tcheimincr, the liemuuu f the ancient Perfepolis, jnjlly ejieemed the mojl glorious

Antiquiti in the World.— 19. Of other Places of Note in Perfia, more cfpecially upon

iff Sea-c'jajl, and of the D^/Ign of Sehah Nadir to have removed the Capital of the

Ftrfi&n Lmpirtf with the Reafgnt upon which that Proje^ was founded. — 20. A
Com-
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f> ^KH/pari/on between the pajl and prefcnt State of Perfia, in regard as well to the

Fertility and Riches of the (. untry, as of the ^reat Cities and Ports.'— 21, Remarks^

hfioriea'i political, and eriticalt upon the foregoing Scilion,

I. rr^ilF-RF. is fcnrccany cnuntry in the world wliici! makes a great'^r figure in hiflo-

X rics, facrcd or ptofano, ancitnt or modern, than this of whichw are fpeaking.

In the vScrip'inrs the deliverance of the Jews by Cyrus; the protedioi. they received

from his i lie eel Ibrs ; the nuiuorablo prefervation of the whole people from the dark

and deep laid plot of Ilanian, all n fVr to this potent empire and its monarchs. In refer-

ence ti) the Greek iiidory, the earlier parts of it turn entirely on the dilpucos between

the free flatos of Gn ecc and the f>ri it King, as the latter contain noi^intr more than

the liiflory of the liiliverfion of the I'erfian empire by Ah'xander ihe Great, and the

divlfionof its fevcral provinces after his dccealc among his captains. In regard to the

Roman hidorios again, we find the Parthians continually difputing the progrds of their

arms in the eafl, and the moft confiderablc part of the Conflantinopolitan hiflory, before

the irruption of the Saracens proved fatal to both empires, comprehends the difputcs

between the fucccfibrs of Cor.ltantine the Great and the Kmperors of Perfia. Yrom
the time the Saractns became mailers of this ciuntry, the l.icceiTion of their Caliphs

forms a principal branch of tlie Oriental hiflory down to the cxcindion of their dominion.

Since that time the fevcral conquerors of this empire have fufliciently diflinguifhed them-

felves to dcferve notice, and even the frequency of revolutions in this country make the

hiflory of it more curiuus and more entertaining. W'.' know very little of the etymo-

logy of the word Perfia, fcmie fay it was fo called from the hero Perfeus, fon of Jupiter

and Danac, but that fecins to be a very ridiculous fable ; others derive it from Pcrfes,

a nobleman of that country, in timej of great antiq'uity, but with reiped to this alfo

there watus both probability and proof; neither is the third account of the matter,

which derives its name from Paras, that fignifies a horfe, very falisfadlory ; and as for

the model n Perfian word Pars, it is vifibly derived from Perfia, and therefore cannot

help us to explain it. As to the oriental writers, they know it not at all by this

name, but flyle it conflanily Iran. In order to apprehend the meaning of this

name, which is abfolutely necefTary to the underflanding their hiflories, we are to

know, that an ancient King of this country, or rather of the Upper Afia, whofe name
was Ferri tloiin, had two fons. Tour and Irag, who fuccceded him in his dominions, the

former had all the cnuntry on the other fidethc river Oxus, which by the v ay, the

Orientals flyle Gihon, and the other the country on this fide. Hence arifes thediflinc-

tion of all the countries in the Upper Afia (China and the Imiies excepted) into Touran
and Iran ; the fonner comprehending Great Tartary, and all the countries bordering

or depending upon it, and the iir.ter Perfia in like manner, with all its dependencies.

As for the modern writers in th( Ptrfi n tongue, as they flyle their fovereign Shah, fo

they give his dominions the titl el Sliahiflan, or the territories of the Shah.
\Ve will proceed next to the liiuation of this country, and this is bcfl fiiewn by mark-

ing the dominions of thefe Princes that confine it ; for as to the didintT: and precife

hniiiaticns of this empire, it is impoflible to lay them down with accuracy or certainty,

bicaufe they impend upon the power of its monarchs, which fluctuates every day. " On
the eafl it has the d^nninions ( f the Great Mogul, the ocean and the Gulph of Perfia

towards the louth, the territories of the Grand Signior on the weft, and the country of
CircafTia, the Cafpian Sea and the river Oxus, which divides it from the Ufbeck Tartary^

on the north. It n'.ay not be amifs to obferve, that the northern and fouthern bounda-
ries feldom or never vary, as being fixed by nature j but on the ealt and weft the Per-

VOL. IX, ii fians
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fians fometimes encroach upon, but In later times have been oftoncr rncronchcd upon
by their neighbours, as will appear more clearly when we come to fpeak particularly

of its provinces.

As to ita extent, it reaches from fouth to north about twenty deforces, that is, from
twenty-five to forty-five degrees of north latitude. It contaitis pretty near the fame
number of degrees of longitude, the neareft of its provinces lyinj^ in the longitude of
forty-five, and the moll dilhnt about fixty-fix degrees ea(l from the meridian of Lon-
don. According to the ordinary contputalion, allowing for the divifion made by the

Cafpian Sea, it is a fquare of between el ;ven and twelve hundred miles, which mews
plainly, that it ivS one of the moll confiderable countries of Afia ; and if it was .w

thoroughly inhabited as the excellency of its fituation, climate, and foil deferve, .ts

monarcns would be, doubtlefs, as powerful as any fovereign Princes in the world
;

though at prcfent, from a multitude of concurring accidents, it feems to be thinner in

people, and weaker in point of government, than any of the other four Afiaiic empires.

As Perfia, properly fo called, is but a very fmall country in compatifon of what now
goes under that nanie, fo the dilFerent times and occafions by which th • other diflritls

that now depend upon it were aimexed thereto, render it extremely diificult to fix the

number, the names, and the fituation of its provinces, about whicli hardly any two geogra-

phers or travellers have been hitherto able to agree; therefore the reader will not think it

ftrange, if the account we give of them difters from thofe he has met with before.

2. In order to deliver as plain an account cf this matter as is poflible, we (hall ob-

ferve, that the moft accurate of the Perfi.ui writers themfelves divide their country into

thirteen provinces, and therefore it appears moft reafonable to fi)llow that divilion

;

and it may likewife be convenient to purfue their method of defcribing them ; as this

is a thing altogether arbitrary, and there feems to be the fame caule to take it one
way as another, provided that when the method is once chofen it is clofcly purfued,

that the reader may be able to trace it exadlly, without confufion, and even to form

in his head, as it were, a fcheme of the whole country that is laid before him. We
ftiall begin then with the north-eafl, and fo palling along fouthward, defcribe all the

countries of Perfia that lie towards the frontiers either of 'I'artary or India. We fhall

then defcribe the provinces on the ocean and the Perfian Gulph, togetiier with fuch as

lie within land; thofe on the frontiers of the Turkiflj empire will follow thefc, and we Ihull

end with the provinces that lie north-weft and north on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea.

I. Aftarabat, or Eftarabat, is fituateil on the coall of the Cafpian Sea, to the fouth

of the opening of the river Amu or Oxus ; it hath Chorafan on the eaft, and on
the fouth the province of Mafimderan, on the weft the Cafpian Sea, and part of Tartary

on the north. It is but fmall, having thirty-five leagues in length from weft to eaft,

and fifteen in breadth from north to louth ; for which rcafon many of our geogra-

phers include it within the great province of Chorafan. In regard to fertility, as well

as to its climate, there is not a finer country in Perfia. A ridge of hills that run

through it furnifti abundance of fmall rivulets, and fijuie fine rivers that, running

through it into the Cafpian Sea, clothe the country, for a great part of the year, with

continual verdure. The capital of this province has the fame name with the province

itfelf, and is one of the beft built cities in Perfia ; and as it is a frontier towards Tar-

tary, it is tolerably fortified, and has commonly a good garrifon. It ftands upon a

gulph of the fame name, and has a very good port for fmall vefl'els that do not draw
any great depth of water. There aie in it both filk and woollen manufactures, and
the inhabitants drive a great trade in a fort of camblets, that are much cfteemcd both

for beauty and llrength. The country about is well cultivated, and as for the weftern

a part
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part of the province, it Is a perfeft orchani, abmimUng with frvw «.if»*, kinds, as well

as with fine trees for fhade and for timber ; but the lunie thii g cannot be faid of the

cailem part of the province, which being expofed to the inroails of the Ufbeck. Tar-

tars, is fo depopulated, that, in fpiteof tije kmduefs of Nature, it looks like a perfeft

defart.

II. Chorafan is efteemcd the faireft, richeft, and mofl fertile province of the whole em-

pire, and is the country known to the ancients by the name of Badria ; it is divided by

the mountains of Balck from Great Bucliaria, has the principality of Candahar on the

caft, the province of Segiftan on the fouth, the provinces of Yerack and Mafanderan to

the weft, and tiie province of Eilerabat and the river Amu on the north. It is thought

to be about one hundred German L;igues in compafs. The climate is very temperate,

the foil extremely fruitful, abounding with rich fruits, fine pafturages, producing

excellent corn, wine, and filk, and ai'ording bcfidcs rich mines of gold, filver, and
precious ftoncs. It was fornu'rly the befl peopled, the beft planted, and tne beft built pro-

vince in Pcrfia, but of lute the incurfit)ns of the Dftieck Tartars have laid one half of

it wafte ; and though for a few years they were kept in awe by the Shah Nadir, who
drove them out of this country, for wiiich he had a peculiar afFeftion, yet it is not to

be fuppofed, while the afl'airs of the Perfian empire are in confufion, that they can be

long rertrained. The chief city of this province is Mefchid, or Thous, of which we
(hall have occafion to fpeak more hereafter j and befides this, there are many other

confiderable places, fuch as Nichabour, Herat, Tcharkez, Amonoye, &c.

III. Sabluuan, bounded on the north by the provinces of Chorafan and Candahar,

which latter is fometimes reckoned a part of this province, on the eaft by the dominions

of the Great Mogul, and on the fouth and weft by the province of Segiftan. The cli-

mate is tolerable, but the foil is extremely mountainous and barren ; the inhabitants

are, generally fpeaking, boorifti and rude, at leaft in comparifon of the reft of the Per-

fians, yet the capital of the province, which is the city of Boft, is large, well built, well-

inhabited, and the country about it is exceedingly well cultivated ; all which arifes from
its lying in the dired road to the Indies. It is a place great trade^ abounds with

manufaftures and ftrangers from all countries, and wit' "^rift about it, looks fo

very unlike all the reft of the province, that it feeni, t .Iropt into it from the

clouds. Some other towns there are, but of no grc-... >i)p' :
' ince, only it is fit to

remark, that the people of this country make the 1. l I .fl (cKn,. , and are the beft

infantry in the Perfian empire.

IV. Segiftan, which feems to have been the Dm ',u't .f ,i, :,.Kients, is bounded
by Sabluftan on the north, the territories of the Gj -"^

",. - '" ^^^ ^^^» ^Y ^^^ P'"''"

vmces of Makeran on the fouth, and by part of the province oc Kerman on the weft.

This country is tolerably fruitful, and is particularly remarkable for its palm-trees and its

excellent dates, but it is greatly expofed to winds, which fometimes drive the fands in

fuch a manner, as to cover the houfes, and even whole villages. It was formerly famous
for its gold mines, which, if we may truft the Perfian authors, were the richeft in the

world, the veins fometimes pufhing to the very furface ; in which they are counte-

nanced by fome very ancient Greek authors. This province has produced both heroes

and learned men, who have from thence borrowed the fumame of Segiftani, which by

the way is a practice very common in Perfia. The capital is the city of Zereng, more
commonly ftyiedjjSegiftan, but a place of no great note. There are befides two other

places of fome figure in this country, Cobin and Maftich.

v. Macran, or Macheran, fuppofed to be the ancient Gedrofia, is bounded by

Segiftaa on the north, by the dominions of the Great Mogul on the caft, by the ocean

z 2 on
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on the iouth, and by the province of Kfrnnn towards the weft ; it Is looked upon as

one of tiie woril provinces in 1\ rl]:i, the air being very indifferent, and the foil barren ;

ii is but indifferently peopled, and the inhabitants are elleenu-d barbarous and faith-

Icfs. '1 he chief towns m it arc Makeran, Paflir, and G.it ; the north part of it i:

entirely a dei'art of ten days' journey ; it has, indeetl, a port at Guad^'l, but of no

great confequence, ibr it is capable of receivin;^ only hnall veffjls, and is befides not

very feeu re.

VI. Kerman, which is without doubt the Caramania of the ancients, a very large and

noble province, which may be well ellcenied one of the moil beautiful in Perfia. It is

bounded by S'piffan and Alakcran towards the eaft, the ocean towards the fouth, the .

province of Fais towards the weff, and by a defart which feparates it from the province

of Yerac Agcmi, towards the north. Some part of it is nunmiuinous and barren enough,

but the vallies are wonderfully fertile, pioducing fruits, roots and flowers in vaft abun-

dance ; it is in this provii-ce that fuch vafl quuniiiies of rofes rh'W, as enable the inhabit-

ants to carry on a confiderable trade in role-water, which is highly elteenied not only

throughout all the eaft, but in Europe ; th.y have alio ve: y rich mines in this

country, particularly th fe of Turqunilv-s, of whicli we fii.'.ll IjA-ak hereafter ; ad-

mirable lieJ, out of .which they fabricaie all kind of arms, and ihey have befides great

manufadurcs of tapellry. But after all, the principal glory of this country is its (beep,

the wool of which is efteemed the fmeft in the world ; and they have a very fingular

way of coming at it, for at a certain fealbn of the year they j)ull it from the backs of -

the animals with their fingers, fo thiU the fheep are entirely naked ; this wool is all

wrought in its natural colours, and without dye ; it is ot three torts, the firft 'irown,

the fecond of a fpcckled grey, and the third of a milk-white ; this lall is the moft
eflccmed ; for there is none of it that ever goes out ot the country, fo; it is entirely

eir.plcvcd in mr.king garnie itt^ for their moulhas, or men of the law, and priefts, who
wear nothing elfe. '1 here are in this province more ot the Guberc;, Gdurs, or fire-

worfliippers, v,ho are the remains of the ancient Perfians, than in all the empire befidej

and thefe frugal and induftrious people manufadure trom the other two forts of wool,

feveral kinds of liglit fluffs, which in jiolnt of beauty and luilre are nn at all inferior

to filk. 'i'he city of Kerman is the capital of the province, it is hirge and well peopled,

provifions are ciieap there, and iti the neighbourho()d they hav'e a manufafture of
carlhen-ware, which comes very near porcelain. The fort of Gambroon. and the ifland

of Ormus, are by lome aurhuis rn koned dependent upon this province, which has

produced feveral great hen.es, learned phyficians, excellent pofts, and in a word,
famous men of every kind ; anion, ll: the refl, the c Kbrated Ach::iet Rermani, who
was poet laureat to ian.erlaine, a-ui eo-npofed in Perfian verfe the ads of Alexander
the Great, of Gingifclian, and of Lis patron.

VII. Kirs or r'ailidan, as the Perfiiins call it, is the ancient Perfia Proper, the Orien-

tals lay that it derives iis name from Fars, the I'on of Azaz, that is Arphaz.id the fon of
Shem, the fon of Noah ; but what authority they have for this is more than I can de-

( -rniine : it is bouniled on the call by Kerman, by the Gulj)!! of Perfia on the fouth,

by the pnn.nce ot Ghufiftan towards the well, and by a great defart called Nau-
bendighian upon the north, which feparates it Irom Yerac Agemi. ihis fandy defart

is of a vaft extent, and reaches to the frontiers of the province of Choraian ; it in the

fame wo have menticmed before, in fpeakiiig of the province of Kerman. This is a rich

and noble country, abounding with all 'he neceflaries of life, but moreefpecially famous
for producing in the neighbourhood ot Sliiraz, the riclull and finelt \,uie in Perfia

j

but the imperial grape ot Tauris is cllcemcd molt pleafant and lufcious for eating.

They
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They have alfo ah adniirable glafs maiiufafture in this province, where they blow

bottles of an enormous fize, fome that are iVid to hold three gallons of our meafure ;

but they keep their wine in earthen veflels, as we fliall have occafion to fliew hereafter.

The chief cities in this country are Shiraz, which will be defcribcd elfewhere. Lar,

formerly the capital of a little independent principality ; Bander Congo, a port upon

the Perlian Gulph, to which we may add, thcugh, aS I have faid, fome comprehend it

under the province of Kerman, the famous port of Gambroon, or Bander Abafli. On the

oppofite ihore of Arabia there is a fmall territory, called from the principal place

therein, ElcatiiiVwhich formerly belonged to the Peifians, and was fometimes annexed to

the government of Farliftan, which is one reafon why I mention it here ; another is,

that in feveral maps, and in many oriental authors, the Perfian Gulph is from hence

called the Sea of ElcatifF.

VIII. Chufiftan, the Sufiana of the ancients, is bounded on the eaft by the provinces

of Farfiftan and Yerac, by the Gulph of Perfia on the fouth, by the territory of Baffora

on the weft, and by the province of Curdeflan on the north j the capital of this country

is Schoufter, believed with reafon to be the city of Shuflian mentioned in the book of

Efther, famous for a noble palace built here by the Perfian Monarch Artaxerxes, who
is the Ahafucrus of the Scripture, and for the tomb of the prophet Daniel, of neither of

which there are now any remains, though a Perfian author of great credif alTures us,

that the latter was ftanding in his time, and that he had feen it.

IX. Curdeftan, or Curdiftan, part of the ancient Afl'yria, bounded on the weft by the

dominions of the Grand Signior, by the province of Chufiftan on the fouth, by Erac

Acremi on the eaft, and by Arderbeitzan or Media on the north ; it is with very little

reafon that this country finds a place among the provinces of Perfia, for the Curds are

a nation that fometimes own the protection of the Porte, and fometimes profefs a de-

pendence upon the Shah, but are in reality fubjefts to neither ; they are, to fay the

truth, a very extraordinary race of highlanders, governed by their own hereditary

chiefs, and the reafon that 1 ftyle them extraordinary is, becaufe their force copfifts in

horfe, of which fome chiefs can bring hundreds, others thoufands, and it has been

known, that a chief hns brought twenty thoufand into the field, where thi y behave as

Well as any troops in the world. As to their religion they call thenifelves Mahome-
tans, but except circumcifion and abftinence from wine, in both which they are very

ftrid, they oblerve no other precepts of the Alcoran, and have neither moulahs nor

muiques, except in 'wo or thrcj of their great towns. The mountains, ot which this

country is full, are rude and barren, but the vallies are fertile and pleafant, producing

great nuantiii'.'s of tobacco and vines ; of the former they ifiakc a great profit, but they

make uu wine of the latter, which they convert into railiiis. 'ihv chief city in this

country is Betlis, and beiio'-s this, there are fome other places of note, indiflerently

built, but well inhabited. Tliainas Kouli Kan attacked thefe peopL' otten, but with very
,

little iuccifs, and they have more than once deteai' d both ihe Poi fiaiis an.d the Turks
in pitched battles, yet they a(!:\ generally on the detenfive, and fcldoiu fight out of their

own country.

X. Erac Agomi, or as fome write, Azemi ; the reafon of this addition is to diftingiiiih

it from a province of the Tuikiih empire which is called Erac Arabi. and is precilely

the ancient province of Babylon ; whereas Erac Agemi is the anciem Faithia. This

nol Ic
J
r-.vince is boui.dcd on the north by Aderbeitzan and Ghilan, by the p.-ovince of

Choral'.'n on the call, by Chufilhm and Farfiftan on the f uth, and Uy Curdeft.m on
the weft. The chief city is the capital ot the Perfian empire, viz. llpahan, or Spatiawn,

fitiiatv.' in the latitude ot thirty-two degrees, fort^, luiuutci i;onh, and in the nftieth

3 degree
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degree of longitude eafl from the meridian of Lcmdon j there are alfo In this protince

feveral other confiderable places, fuch as Cafbin, fuppofed to be the ancient Arfafia j

Com, defcribed in the laft leiiion ; Sava mentioned there likewife ; Hamadan, a very

fine city on the frontiers of Curdeltan, the country about it extremely fruitful in rice, the

mountains in the neighbourhood fupplying feveral fine rivulets, which render its terri-

tory wonderfully fruitful. The Turks became mailers of it by ftonn in 1623, and

almoft totally deftroyed both it and its inhabitants. Calham, which lies about Ileventy

miles north of Ifpahan ; Yezd, which is fituated one hundred and five miles to the

eaftward of that capital.

XI. Gilan, under which the modem Perfian geographers comprehend not only the

country properly fo called, which comprehend precil'ely the Hyrcania of the ancients,

but alfo the provinces of Mazanderan and Tabreftah ; fo that, confidered in this light,

it is a very extenfive country, bounded by the Cafpian Sea on the north, by the pro-

vince of Choralan on the eaft, by that of Erac Agemi on the fouth, and by the great

country of Aderbeitzan on the weft. The whole of this provuice is wonderfully fair and

fruhful. It is dillinguinied from almoft all the provinces of this great empire by fomc

very particular advantages. In the firfl place, its fituation is very peculiar; for on the one

fide it is covered by the fca, and towards the land it is furrounded with mountains and

rocks that rife like fo many natural fortifications, with this fingular circumftance, that

while they are rude, inacceflible, and terrible on that fide, which is turned towards the

reft of the provinces of the empire, they are on the infide refpeding this province, of

gentle afcent, 'Covered with perpetual verdure, and covered with groves of citrons,

oranges, olives, and figs. The very fuminits of the mountains Ihaded by cyprefs-trees

and other excellent timber, which may be cafily tranfported to the fea-fide ; for through

this rampart of rocks, nature has formed feveral paflages fo wide, and with fuch a flope

as render them perfcdly eafy, and yet fo well fenced on each fide, that a fmall barricade

will render them impregnable. Another fingular benefit which this country enjoys, is

its unbounded and amazing fruitfulnels, which with very little cultivation pours out

fuch prodigious abundance of all things neceflary and defirablc as is fcarce to he be.

licved ; for it is equally famous for its filk, its oil, its wines, its rice, its tobacco, and a
vaft variety of fruits. In other parts of Perfia their houfes are but mean, and the

moveables of the coinimm people very coarfe ; but here, on the contrary, every peafant

has a good houfe, and moft of his furniture is made of box, of which thev have the

largefi: and fincft; trees in the world, and a large garden full of citrons, oranges, figs,

;ind vines, fo large, that the branches of them are frequently as big as a man's body.

A third commodity, in fomc mcalure peculiar to this province, is a vaft abundance of

fifli in their rivers, and in that part of the Cafpian Sea which walhes their coafts ; from
whence, as the people draw an immenfe profit, fo the Shah derives from thence a great

revenue. The capital of this province is Refech, which ftands in the latitude of thirty-

ieven degrees of north, a large and populous city ; bcfides which there are Kelker,

Aftara, and other confiderable places within its bounds. I'wo things more deferve

our notice ; one is, that the pi.vjple of this province are of the Turkifh, and not of the

Perfian religion, that i.^, tluy are followers of Omar, and not of Ali : the other, that

by the treaty between the Kmperor Peter the Great and the Shah in 1723, this pro-

vince was yielded to the Ruflians. Mazanderan and Tabreftan are alfo v»'ry confider-

able countries, but fo like to Gilan in their produce, that it is not necelTary to defcribe

them particularly.

XII. Aderbeitzan, which comprehends the greatcft and beft part of the ancient

Media, is a very noble and beautiful country, bounded by the province of Shirvan on.

the
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the north, by Gilan and the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, by Frac Agemi and Curdeftan on

the fouth, and by the river Aras or Araxis on the weft, which divides it from Georgia.

The famous city of Tauris or Tabris, which is defcribed in the foregoing feftion, is the

capital of this country, and was one of the fineft cities of Perfia, till deftroyed by the

Turks in their laft war with the Perfians, when they are faid to have put one hundred

thoufand perfons of all ranks, ages and fexes to the fword. Ardevil is another great

and fine city in this country, ftanding about thirty miles from mount Tauris ; and Sul-

tania, which was deftroyed by Tamerlane, was fcarce inferior to any city in Perfia, as

the ruins that ftill remain fufficiently teftify at this day. It is ftill a good town, contain-

ing about fix thoufand inhabitants ; but is particularly remarkable for a moft noble

mofque, in which is the tomb of the founder of this city, the famous Sultan Mahomet
Chodabende. This mofque has three great gates, all of polilhed fteel, and the tomb is

feen through a grate of the fame metal, finely wrought in foliages and branches of trees j.

and though fome of thefe are of the thicknefs of a man's arm, yet they zae fo exqu'fitely

finiflied, that there is not fo much as a joint to be perceived in the whole ; from w .ence

the inhabitants perfuade themfelves, and would willingly perfuade ftrangers, that it is.

made of one entire piece, and affirm that it was feven years in making.

XIII. Shirvan, or, according to the Perfian orthography, Schirwan, contains the

northern part of Media, and is by many authors made only a part of the foregoing pro-

vince ; but we comprehend within it, for the fake of keeping within bounds, the little

province of Dageftan, and fo much of Georgia and Armenia as belongs to the Per-

fians ; and taking it in this light, it is thus bounded j by Circaflia and the Ruffian terri-

tories on the north, by the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, by Aderbeitzan on the fouth, and
by the Turkifli Armenia and Georgia on the weft. Schamakie is the capital of this

province, and ftands in the latitude of forty degrees fifty minutes north, between two
mountains well fortified, and is a place of great trade. Dcrbent, cr Debircan, which
fignifies an iron gate, is a famous pal's between the mountains and the Cafjjian Sea.

Baku is the only tolerable port on the weft fide of the Cafpian ; it is large and fafe,

but not deep ; the town is fmall, but well peopled, and commanded by a citadel ; it

was given up to the Ruffians by the peace of 17234 The province of Dageftan is at

prefent for the moft part in the hands of the Tartars, and to curb this fierce nation,

who are able to bring twenty thoufand men into the field, the Ruffians built the fortrefs

of St. Andrew, no? far Irom Tarku, which is the capital of this countiy, as Teflis is of
that part of Georgia which belongs to Perfia. That part of Armenia \vhich belongs to

this country is ftyled Aran, and the capital of it is Erivan, which has been before de-

fcribed. Within the bounds of this province ftands alfo the city of Nackfivan, which
ihe inhabitants are iully convinced is the cldeft in the world, having been built by Noah
and his children boon their coming out of the ark, of which, if you will credit ihem,.
there are ftill fome remains on the mountains that are not far from hence. Thus we
have completed a regular and geographical defcription of all the parts of this great
empire, which will enable the reader to comprehend perfedly all that follows in the
cnfuing feftion. And we dare alfo afl'ure him, that he will find it of verv great ufe

towards underftanding all the hiftories of and travels through this country, already
publiflicd, as well as the accounts we may hereafter receive from thence, which might
otherife appear very unintelligible.

3. Perfia, extending from the twenty-fifth degree of latitude to the forty-fifth, the
longcft day in the fouth is thirteen hours and a half, and in the north above fifteen

hours. In fo great an extent of country it is natural to fuppofe that the air and feafons

are very diftcrent, as in faft we find them to be. In the middle of the empire, their
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winter begins in November and continues till March, with fcvere frofts and fiio\r,

which falls in great qii.iuiitic? on their mountains, but not fo much in the champiiign

coivniry ; from the month of March till May the wind is ufiially high, and from ihvnce

to September they have a calm fereno hc»ven, withooif fo much as a cluud ; and

though it be pretty hot in tht (iaytime, the •

' " "ng breezes which blow conftantly

morning and evening, as well <is in the nigh , i ise the fummcr very tolerable, efpe-

cially fince the nights are near ten hourr long. The air is fo pure, and the liars fliine

with that hillre, that one man may know another vi.ry well by their li;^hr, and people

travel nuich more in the night than the day. In this pan of Perfia there are very

feldom any hurricanes or tcmpefts and very little fhunder and lij-hrning, nor is it Jiib-

jert to earthquakes, and die air is fo cx-trcinelv dry in the funioer f:arf"on, thnf you will

not find lii^ leaft dew or moiflure on any thing tliat is l^d abroa<d ail night, or even

in the grafs, and it vei^ feKLim rains in tho winter. No co intry h more healthful than

the interior part of Perli;\, as appears b) t'he kile compleylra of the natives ; they are

ftrong and robuft, and, generally fpealing. en} .y ennibnt lieslth. y\s for foreigners

who come hither, it is a common ohfervatioii, that thofe who arc healthy at their

arrival continue lb, and that thofe who are fick » idom recover.

The air in the fouihern part of Perfi.;, pari :ct;hirly about Gombroon, is very iin-

healthy in the fpring and fall : our European factors never pafs a year without a

•dangerous fit of iilnels, which Irequentlv canies them oil". It is an oi.liruiiy thing for

two of them to agree, that if one of them die the fuvvivor lli.dl pofl'cfs the other's

fortune. Nor is thi« any great prejudice to thci'- r>lations, i\^r if a man leaves private

truftees, or r;.,kes theC.i^npaiiy his executors, the heir of the dtceafed will meet with

great difficulties in recovering the tclhuor's efiefts. 'J'ho months of June, July, and

Augull, are healthy enough but fo very hot, that both native's and foreit'iiers get up

into the mountains at that tinie. The hot winds uhicli blow from the c;;(h\ard, over

a long traifl of fandy defarts, are ready to fulFocate them, and fomelimes there happens

a pcltikntial blaft, which flrikes the traveller dead in an inftaat. It rains but very

feldom here any pa -t of the year, and the water they fave then is very uuwholefome.

The provinces of Georgia, Shirvan, and Atlirbeit/.an. are very dry and warm in the

fummer, but fubjed to florins and tenipefls in the winter, and as I'evere (rods for fix

months as any countries on the continent in the fame latitude ; but as this part of IVr-

fia is very mountainous, there is fiequentl a vafl dilferenci.' between the air on the

north and the fouth fide of the mountains, and in a few miles travelling people think

themfelves in a dillerent cl.'nate ; but howeve; cold the mountains in the north may be,

they arc extremely healthful. On the contrpry, the flat country of Gilan and Mezen-
tleran, which lies upon the Cafpian Sea, and was the ancient Myrcania, is wrv damp,

full of llinking moralfes, and unheahhful, infonuK.h that the inhabitants in the fummer
nrire hito the mountn'os, all the water they have being foul and corrupted in the hot

feafon ; and hire, . i Chorafan, it 'n- faid earthquakes are very connnon.

4. It is obfcrvable, that there is no country in the world of fo large an extent as

Perfia, where tliere are fo f w navigable; rivers ; there is not fo much as one river in

the heart of the country tliat will carry a boat of any burtlun; aiul you may travel

leveral days' journey, without meeting witii any w,-.ier whatever, in fome par's. The
river OxuF, indeed, which divide; I'erfia from I'tbf ck-'l'artary, is a large iheam, but

as there are no branches of it that arife in the Perfian ..ominions, it is of little ufe to

them. 'J'he rivers Kur and Aras, anci.-nily called Cyr^is and Araxes, which rile in the

mountains of Ararat, and run through Georgia, Shirvan and Adirbcitzan, and having

joined ihcir ftreams. fall into tlit.' Calpian Sea, are muoh the moil confiderable rivers in

the
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in the Perfian dominions. However, there are feveral fmall rivulets which fall from

the mountains, and are conveyed by fubterraneous channels or otherwifc to their prin-

cipal cities.

Water being fo fcarce in Pcrf.a, there is no place, where they hufband it

better, or have more ingenious r* iitrivances, to convey it to their cities, and into

their corn-fields and gardens. This is the care of the government, and there is a

great officer in every province, who has the charge of the conveyance and diftiibution

of the waters. They turn all their little rivulets and fprings to thofe parts of the country

where they are niofl wanted ; they dig wells alfo of a prodigious depth and breadlh,

out of wliicli they draw the water with oxen, in great leathern bucket;;, which 1 .ing

emptied into ciflerns, is let out as there is occafion for the f^rvice of the country. They
have alfo vail fubtcrraneous {iqiieduds, through v.hich they convey water twenty or

thirty leagues to the places a/ligncd. Thefe are two fkilioms high, and arched with

brick, and at every twenty paces diflance, tlicre are hr^'e hoi .s like wells, which were

made for the conveniency of carrying on the arc'" wiihoiit working under ground too

far, and the more eafy repairing them. The diftribution of liie river and fpring water,

is made one day to one quarter of the town, and another day to another, as occafion

requires, when every one opens the canal or refervalory in his gardens to receive it,

for which every garden pays a certain fum yearly to the govern"ient, paticulirly about

Ifpahan ; and as it is very eafy for one to di/ert his neighbour's water into his own
channel, this is a fraud that is feverely punifhed. They give a greater rate for river

water, than they do for fpring-water, which is not found fo proper for the improve-

ment of their grounds.

Befides the ocean, there are two fcas belonging to Pc-fia, one on the north, and

he other on the fouth-well, viz. the Cafpian Sea, and the Gulph of Bolfora or Perfia,

which have been already mentioned. The Cafpian Sea is about a hundred K agues in

length, from north to fouth, and ninety leagues in breadth, and has near a hundred

rivers running into it, of which the chief is the Wolga, at the mouth whereof (lands

Aftracan; but this fea has no communication with any other, and though fo many rivers

tall into it, there is no vifible way by which it difcharges itfelf of its waters, but they

remain, always of the fame height, and do not either ebb or flow. 'I'he Ruffians have

in a great meafure the fole navigation of this fea, which is very profitable to them, and

might be made nuich more fo by the new trade that has been let on foot, from Europe
to Perfia, through Ruffia.

The Shah Nadir was very defirous of becoming a maritime power on this fide alfo, and
employed a geirdeman of a certain country, to build him Ihips of force for this pur-

pole, l)ut confidoring the revolutions ihat will probably attend his death, thefe d^figns

are like to fall to the ground. The Perfians were formerly entirely mailers of the

gulph that feparates their country from Arabia, for which they were in a great mea-
fure indebted to us, who nffiRcd them in difpolleffing the Portuguefe of the ifland of

Ormus, upon which they had opened a very advantageous port, idlowing us half the

cuiton.s arifmg from the goods imported and exported here. But Shah Abbas the

Great, thought that confideration too large, and therefore when he transferred the

commerce to his new ,'ort of Gambroon, or Bander Abaffi, i. e. the port of Abbas,
he allowed the Kail i'.aia Company no more than one thoufand tomans, which makes
three tiioufam' three hundred thirty-three pounds fix flaillings and eight-pence of our
money. It 'was in this gulph, on the coaft of the illand of Baherem, that they had the

finclt pearl lilhery in the world, which produced annually above fifty thoufand pounds,
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but in the late unfcttled ftate of their empire, the Arabians have feized or rather re-

covered this fifhery, and are in pofTefnon of it, at leaft for the prefcnt.
.

^. As we have now given a clear account of the rivers and feas of this counry, we
will next f'pcak of the foil and its produce ; and in th-j firft place we mull obferve, that

there is not a country in the world, which has more mountains and fewer rivers than

Perfia, and Tome of their mountains are looked upon to be the highelt on the face of

the earth. Mount Taurus, which receives dilFerent names as it tranches itfelf out into

different provinces, run* quite through the country, from weft to eaft. The loftiefl

of thefe mountains arc thofe called Arrarat in Armenia, ihe mountains which foparatc

Media from tlyrcania, and thofe between Hyrcania and J^arthia or Erak. I'hofe alfi>

which divide Fars or Perfis from Carmania are exceedingly high, the moft fainoei of
which is called mount larron, but they are generally dry barren rocks, without trees

or herbage upon them, except thofe of Gylan or Hyrcania, and the mountains of

Curdeftan, which ire covered with woods and very fruitful, where they are manured.

There are vaft fandy defarts, feveral days' journey over in this kingdom, where there is

fcarce a drop of water to be found, and the land in general upon the frontiers lies un-

cultivated, to difcourage their enemies from invading tUeiti ; and in fad thc/e is not

the leaft fubfiftencc to be met with for fcveral miles, whether you enter this empire

from Turkey o' India. There are however fomt fruitful plains and vallies, in which
their principal rities Hand, which yield nlenty of grain, and herbage, and no country

is more fruitful than the provinces whicn lie upon the Cafpian Sea, as has been already

obferved. But then Hyrcania is very urihealthful in fummer time, which fome appre-

hend proceeds from the multitude of fnakes and infeds, which lie rotting upon the

ground when the waters are dried up, as well as from the foulnefs of the water itfelf,

which is fo thick and muddy that there is no drinking it at tiiat feafon of the year.

As to Perfia in genera), there is not a tenth part of it cultivatetl, not but that there

are many vallies which bear neither gnifs nor grain at prefenr, which formerly when
greater care was taken to turn the waters into them, were fruitful ci)untiies. In foma
provinces, there are hundreds of fine I'qucdufts, choaked up and buri.d in ruins, fo

that it is not fo much a defed in the fill, as the want of people, or ar leaft of huiband-

mcn, which renders Perfia barren, 'ihe foil in fmie pai'ts is a hard gravel, and in

others a ftiffwhitilh clay, almoftas hard as ftone, but either of them arc fruitful enough
when well watered, atid will bear often two crops, and foiretime's three in the compafs

of a year ; and if we give any credit to ancient authors, there was not a more plentiiul

country in the world than Perfia was formerly ; (he reafon of this alteration fome afcribe

to the different difpofitions of the people, who have inhabited it. The ancient Perfians,

the fire-worf!iipners, it is laid, were obli;;ed by Am; precepts of their religion to culti-

vate the foil, and it wa<; bv them accounted a meritorious act to plant a tree, to bring

the water into a field, and make a barren fpot of earth produce grafs or grain, while

the Mahometans feem to have no genius for improvements, or even to keep up what
their ancelh)rs have built or planted, but let every thing run to ruin ; however, one
reafon of this nei^lcd may be, that the properties of the people are in no fecurity, and
no wonder they have but lit'le inclination to make improvements, when they have no
certainty of reaping the adv^antage of them.

6. Near great towns they improve their grounds with the dirt and dung of the ftreets,

but at a greater difbnc , they throw their fields into little level fquares, which they

bank abour, and then ' jrn the water into them, letting it ftand in the field all night,

which having foaked itj the water is let out next morning, and the fun Ihining with ahuolt

3 perpendicular
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perpendicular rays upon the moift earth, roiulers It fit for the produftion of any fort of

grain or plants. Where the ground is light they plough with two cir three oxen or buf-

faloes ; but in Gilan and other countries, where they meet with a ftiiF clay, it is as much

as eight or ten oxen can do to draw their ploughs which arc very large. Rice, wheat

and barley, are almoft the only kinds of grain growing in Perfta ; oats they have none,

and little or no rye. Their feafons arc not the fame in the north as in the fouth, but

when they are fowing in one part of the country, they are reaping in another, and in

fome places it is not more than three months between leed-iinie and harvcft.

Their land never lies fallow, but it is fown once every year, at Icaft, it is fo melio-

rated and enriched by being flowed, and the heat of the fun afterwards working on the

mud, that it is never out of heart. As to the rice, it mull be conflantly fupplied with

water till the harveft ; but for other grain, the land ia only llowed before the fowing,

to render it prolific. Their kitchen gardens are well furniflied with moft of the roots

and fallads we have in Europe ; they have no lofs than twenty feveral forts of melons

during the feafon they laft, which is about four months, the common people make them

their conftant food, thofe which come to maturity firft in the fpring are round and

fmall, thofe that rippen in the latter part of the feafon are the beft and largert, fome tif

them weigh eight or ten pounds, and are as fweet as fugar itfelf ; at the tables of per-

fons of quality they have them all the year round, there being a way to preferve them
under ground till the feafon returns again, and it is faid, fome perlbns will eat eight

or ten pound of melons at a meal, without being fick. The befl: melons grow in Cho-
rafian near Tartary, and thoy are carried as far as Ifpahan for the Shah's ufe, and as

prcfcnts to their friends. Cucumbers are another fruit nmch eaten by the common
people, one fort of them has fcarce any feeds in it, and is eaten without paring or drefs-

ing, and is not reckoned unwholefome.

7. Of grapes they have feveral kinds, and fome of them are fo large, that a fingle

grape is a mouthful. They make their wine at Ifpahan of the Kifiniflis, a little round
grape, and wiihcnit any ftoue that can be perceived, but much the bell wines are made
at Shiraz. They keep their grapes all winter, and let them hang a confiderable time

on the vine, wrapped up in linen bags ; the air is fo dry, that it preferves all kinds of

fruii as long as they can defire. Dates arc reckoned one of the moft delicious fruits in

this country, they are no where fo good as in Perfia, the pulp which enclofes the ftone

is a clammy fubflance, as fweet as honey ; they are laid on heaps when they are ripe,

and melting, candy or preferve thcmfelvcs without fugar. Foreigners are advifed to

cat moderately of them, becaufe they heat the blood, and occasions ulcers in thofe who
are not ufed to them, and ibmetinies weaken the fight, out have no ill efi'cfts upon the

natives ; the tree which bears thoni is (lender, but very tall, and like other palms, has

no branches but on the top, and the fruit grows in clufters of thirty or forty pounds
weight ; the tree docs not boar till it is fifteen years old, but continues bearing above a

hundred years. There are in Perfia moft of the fruits w hich are 10 be had in Europe,

and they would be in much greater pjrfedion, if tiiey knew .uiy thing of gardening,

but they underftand neither grafting, inoculating, or the art of managing dwarf-trees;

all their trees run up very high, and are loaded with wood. They have excellent apri-

r.ots of leveral kinds, which are in fcalbn one after the other, and their nectarines and
peaches weigh lixteen or eighteen <;unces a-piece ; there is an apricot red within,

which is called, the egg of the ''uu ; thefe are dried and exported in vali quantities ;

thcv are boiled in water, which is thickened by the juice of the fruit, and makes a per-

kGi fyrup without fugar.
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Apples and pears grow chiefly in the north part of Pcifia they have alfo pome-
granates of ffvcral kinds, with oranges, qniiicos, aiivl pruiies, and iucli variety of

fruits, tliat Sir John Chardia fays, lie has ki:n abi)V'> (ilty Ions at an cntortainn\i.'nt,

fome of which grew three hundred leagues from tlie place. 'I'h - i)i,lachio nuts are

almod peculiar to I'erfia, and arc tranfpcirtvd all the world over; heri- are alfo Imall nuts,

filberds and almonds. Olives grow in Hyrcania, near the Calpiaii S.a, but they neither

know how to prelerve them, nor draw oil in tlie bell maimer from them. They have

alfo plantations of fugar and tobacco.

Among other trees in their gardens, they have the cyprefs, the palm, and the mul-

berry, of the lalt there are large plantaiions for their filk worms, which they do not

fuft'er to grow up '^ be great trees, becaufe the leaves are bell when the (hoots are

young. I'hey root up the trees therefore when they grow old, and plant their grounds

afrelh. But the tree which is in as greet efteem as any in Perfia, is the Senna j the

body of this tree is very large, and frttjuently forty or fifty feet liigh, and (Iraig'it as the

maft of a fliip, having no branches but on the head of ii ; the bark is of a brii^ht grev,

and the wood ferves them to make doors, rafters, and for other iifcs in building. The
trees that are mod common in Perfia are the plane-tree, tli^ willow, the lir, and the

cornel-tree ; the plane-tree the Perlians imagine is a prefcrvaiive againft the plague, am'

other contagious dillempers, and obferve, that the plague has never ragtd in Ifpahni

iince this tree was planted in their llreets and gardens. The trees alfo which bear tht_

gall nut is very common in many parts of Perfia, anil there are trees which yield

gum maftich, and frankinceni": ; that which produces frankincenfe very much re-

leinbles a pear-tree, and abounds chieHy in Carmania.
* There are likewife trees which produce nu;nna of feveral forts : the bed manna has

a yellowidi cad, a large coarfe grain, and comes from Choralfan or Uactria ; there is

another fort called Tameriik, becaufe the tree it drops from is fo named, and is found

in large quantities in the province of Sufiana ; and there is a third fort gath red about

Ifpahan, which falls from a tree nui^li like the tamciiflt, but larger ; tht- Laves of this

tree drop liquid manna in funimcr-time, which the natives take to b? the fweat of the

tree congealed upon the leaf in the morning ; the ground under it is pcrfedly fat and
greafy with it, and this has as fweet a fade as other manna.

The cotton-tree is common all over Perfia, and they have another little tree, which
yields a kind of filken down, ufed for quilling and ihiding of pillows; there is alfo a

a plant, called hannah, that beais a feed which tluy beat to powder, and colour their

hands and feet, and fomctimes rub over their faces wiih it, appreliending it keeps their

Ikin finooth, and prefirvcs their complexion : they fometimes bruile the leaves of if,

wliich fervts them for tlie fame purpofe.

There arc found in the defarts of Carmania, two litile flirubsof a poifonous quality,

the firft is called galbad (iimour, or the dower that poifoas ttie wind ; fome people

imagining that it is this occafions thofe killing winds vvhieli blow in this province in the

hot fcafon ; the other flirab is called Herztbre, the trunk w hereof is about as big as a

man's leg, and grows about fix feet high ; its leaves are alinod round, and it bears a

flower like the fweet-briar. There are fcarce any trees to be found on the mountains,

or wild fields in Perfia ; thefe are for the mod part deditute of all manner of verdure,

while in their cities, and the villages for three or four leagues round them, the (trects

as well as gardens are fo well planted, that the houfes are hardly to be difcerned at a

dillance ; w hen you have travelled fome few leagues, indeed you meet not either with

houfe, tree, or fhrub, for many miles, but all looks like a barren defart, notwith-

ftanding
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ftamling which, great part of this foil, were it watered, wouUl be a-? fruitful as the

other, and aftually was fo feme ages fiiicc, when a more induftrious generation than

the prdcnt pofleiri-il the country.

From tlieir trees, I pafs on to their flowers, and of thefe there is a great variety to be

found in Ibmc provinces. The Ibuth part of Porfia has much the fewtft ; exceflivc

heat being as ii"ttrudive to them as extreme cold ; but nothing can be more beautiful

than the fields of Hyrcatiia, where are whole groves of orange-trees, jcflamins, and all

the flowers we have in Europe. The eaft part of this country, which is called Mazan-

deran is one continued parterre fr(«n September to April ; the whole country at that

time is covered with flowers, and this, though it be their winter fuafon, is alfo the bed

time for fruits. In the other months the heat is fo exceflive, that the natives find them-

felves under a neceflity of retiring to the mountains.

In Med" •^^•e
'' Ids produce tulips, anemonies, and ranunculuses ; about Ifpahan,^

and fome other to.ns, jonquils grow wild. They have alfo daflbdils, lilies, violets,

and pinks in their feafon, and fome flowers which lad all the year round ; but they

have the greattfl quantity of lillies and rofes ; they export abundance of rofe-water to

other ,oui. .ies : in the fpring, there is vafl plenty of yellow and red gillyflowers,

and another re i flower which relembles a clove, of a beautiful fcarlet colour, and

every fprig be; s thirty of thefe flowers, which form a fine hcid as large as a tennis-

ball.

Their rofes are white, yellow, and red, and others white on one fide and yellow on
the other ; but notwith Handing ail this great variety of beautiful flowers, their gardens

are not comparable to thofe of Europe. As flowers are fo common they are very little

regarded; you fee them intermixed with fruit trees and rofe bufhes without any order; •

but large walks planted with trees, fountains, canals, cafcades, and pleafure houfes,' at

proper diftances, are all that mufl; be expeded in their fined gardens ; nor

do the Perli.ins take any manner of pleafure in walking in them, any more than in

the fields , but fet themfelvos down in fome alcove or iummer-houfe as foon as they

come into thtm, totally negligent of that cxquifue variety that every foreigner is

charmed with.

8. Perfia alfo aflords great plenty of phyfical drugs, as caffia, fenna, antimony,

nux vomica, g i; armoniac, galbanum, fal armoniac, and a kind of rhubarb, with

which thi-y pnr^^ lieir cattle ; but the bed rhubaib comes froni China, or rather from
caltern iartary, winch lies to the northward of China. The Perfian ponpies are in

great efttem fn.m the quantity of juice they yield, and the drength of it ; they grow
four feet high in fome places, and have white leaves. They extracl the juice from them
in June, when they are ripe j by making little incifions in the head of the poppy, a

thick liquor ilillills from them, which is gathered very early in . . morning before

fun-life. It is ,',iid to have fuch an eflect on the people, who are employed in this

wtiik, that they look as if they had been buried and taken up again, and their Hmbs
tremble as if ih. y had ihe palfy. The liquor which is thtis drawn from the poppies

in a little time grows thick, and is made up into pills. The Perfians give it the name
of afioun, and w.-, probably from thence, call it opium. The Perfian bakers drew
poppy-feed on their bread, which incline tliofe that cat it to fleep, and the eating it is

not reck'^ned un\ 'i )lelonie after their meals j the common people cat the feed at any
time ahnod for plral'ure.

S.illron grows plentifully in Perfia, and afliifcetida is to be had every where almod,
which is much admired by th.- na'ives of Perfia as well as India, and frequently eaten

with their food; thatwhich'ousisinodoflenfiveof all fcents, by themisedeemedaperfume.
AfTa
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AflTafoetida is a Kquor whicli diftills fri)m tlic plant called liiltot ; if U .Kcns after it U
<lrawn. anJ crrows as hard as gnu ; thirc is tli: wiuto aiui black kinds of it, of which

the whh- r.xkoncd tiu- bcfl to ^at. The fincil of this driip is fo very flrong, that if

any eocd^ be near ii in a (hip, thi: imcU is comnu'T^'raied to them, let them be wrapped

up every > clofi , and it is almoll impolilble to cl iv w.em of it ; nay, it alVech the colour,

and therefore Sir John Chardin tells us, the vcfl.ls ufid in tranfporting it are freqiuntly

broke up and burned, to prevent other goods froin being fpoiled by being can . .d ia

ihcm, from which no package can fave (hem.

Tlie Perfian l)e/.oar is eflecmod pieLrable to that of India, which having already

dcfcribed, we (IrM not dwell upon it iiere. It is fufticient to obferve, that the reafons

h is not fo much cftecnu-d in Europe as if was formerly, are thefe ; in the firft phice,

!i is frequcivjy fophiilicaied, iiCHwiibflanding that feveral methods are in ufe for de-

lc£ling thoie frauds, of which I fiiall mention a few. 'i'he genuiiu- bczoar, at leail

tnat which conies fn«m Perfa, has a very fine fmeil refenibling that of ambergris

but iiot near fo ftrong; if throw ii into hut v ater, and h-ft there for three or four hours ir,

lofes nothing eit!;er oj^ its colour or we-ght; if pricked with a hot iron, no fmoke arifcs
;

if rubbed upon a Uaf of Dutch voli'im, it leaves a yellow impreflion ; if broke or cut,

it appears to be coinpofed of feveral coats unequally dilpofed, in the Hmie manner a!>

appears in cutting an onion. Another reaftin why it has loit its credit, is the humour

people have oi' embracing the contrary extreme to that of their auceftors ; heretofore

bcicoar was fold very dear, and was held to have manv and great virtues, and now it h
f.ilhionablc to afTirm that it has little or no virtue at a'l ; which though it ha,-, driven it

out of ufe, has not much beat down is price, bccaufe in the eaft, and even iii other

parts of Europe, it is flill in elleeni.

A third real'on ij, our giving it in too fmall doles, fo that its virtues arc not dif-

ccrp'hle. A famous Perfian phyfician had a great fecret for curing lunacy, which he

fo!'i tv,' :; French gentleman for a large fum of money, and this fecret confi(t:cd in giving

<H:'i«! q.amities of bczoar, mulk, and camphire, as I found in a French maimfcript of

j> cif :s, in which it is faid, that very fingular cures were performed by it ; but the

t^i.;u.i;i. ies of thefe drugs in a dofe were not mentioned.

In the province of C.horafan they fre(iuently (ind human bodies preferved in the fand,

the flcfli of which they fell under the name of mummy, for medicinal ufes ; and ihero

are alfo fuch bodies found in a cavern not far from the borough of Abiii, in the province

ofFarfiftan. It is ht)wcver nccellary to inform the reader, that in the Periian and

and Turkilh languages, the word mourn, from whence we hwe formed mummy,
fignifics literally a foft clammy fubUance, of the confiflency of balfam, which explains

iuificier.ily what is meant by mineral miunmy, which is a kind of natural balfam

diltilling through the rock of a large cavern in the province of Lar, elleemed fo pre-

cious, that the Shah keeps it entirely for his own ufe, the doors of this cave being

lealcd by the governor of Lar, who opens it only once a year, to take out the bahii

the quantuy of which feldom exceeds ten ounces. A nuiltitude of virtues are afcribed

to it, particularly in the cure of fradures, in which it is faid to perform wonders j but

it may verv well be doubted, whether r.'iy of this was ever brought iiito Europe.

(j. We Vvill now proceed to fpeak of the animals that are found in Perfia, and in re-

ference to thefe, the camel, for a bead of burthen, much excels all the reft, whether

we confidcr the weight he carries, the dil'patch he makes, or the little charge of keep-

ing him. Of tbcfe camels there are feveral kinds ; fonie have two bunches upon their

f.ack<, and others but one, and there is a third fort ingendered betAveen a dromedary

or camel, with two bunches, ai^l a female with one, which are efteeaicd much the beft,

and
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and fold for twenty or thirty pnuiiJu a-piece, for they are fcklnm tirrd, and will carry

nine hundred or a thoufand weight. Thole which tr.i between the Perfian Gulph

and Ilpahan are of a much lefs fize, and do not cany abovi ''vc or fix hundred weight;

but thefe, notwirhflandinp, are almofl: as ferviccable as the otlier, for they arc much
fwifter, and will gallop like a horfe, whereas the others folJom jro fafter than a foot

pace. Thefe fwift camels, a: kept by the Shah and great men, and ferve to tranfport

their women from place !<' place, and carry thtir bai;j^age ; they ;'.re ufually adorned

with embroidered cloths, lu d filver bells about tlu ir necks ; a llring of fix or f.-ven of

th in ar tied together when they travel, and governed bv one man ; they ufe neither

bridles nor ' altr hold them, or whips to drive them', but they are ' "^ftcd by the

plays to them as they travel
;
good ufage : . . vesthem,

<ilinale, it is in vain to beat them if ihev '.ii'..

fct up their burtiuii, tlie driver touches thi .: ici. : i"h<Teupon

'"'llifs till they are loadci'. groaning however, ana giving figns

fe of the fatigue they are about to undergo ; they let rhem
h their burthens on their backs, on weeds and thirties, and

fomctimes they feed them witli balls made up of barley meal and chaff, into a pafle,

with which they often mix the cotKm feed ; but the camel is the lead feeder ot any

beaft. confidering his bulk. It is very happy a"",) that they can live without water two or

three days together, there being fcarce any in u.' niet with in thofe defarts the caravans

are forced to crofs. 1 hey fhed all their hair every fpring, and are perfeftly naked.

Of the camel's ha'r, abund inco of fine Ihitls are made, as we (hall flicw in fpeaking of

manufadures ; thefo creatures are very tame and tradable, except when the luflful fit

is upon them, which lads thirty or forty days, and then they ;:re very unruly, which

makes their drivers increafe their burthens at that time, to keep them under. When
once the n^.ale has covered the female, he grows fluggifli, and does not care for flir-

lingout of the flabic: they go witli young eleven month?, and fome fay twelve.

Oxen, buflal ien, afles and mules, are alfo u( .'d indifferently for carrying of paffpn-

gers, or burthens, and thvir laiid being plowed by buffaloes and oxen, thefe beads are

very feklom killed for focnl, though I'ome Perfian governors, ia the fouth of Perfia,

have extorted c<nifi(leraMe fums out of the Indian Banians, who refide thcreaboutvS,

under pretence they would order tlicm to be butchered, if the Banians did not redeem
their lives by aconfiderable prefent. Tlie afles of Perfia are much larger and fwifter

than ours, and will perform a journey very well.

But the finefl beads are their hoifes, thefe are beautiful creatures, and no where
bctfer managed than in Perfia. '1 hey have fine forehands, and are exadly well pro-

portioned, light and fpriglnly, but only fit for the faddlo, or at lead, not ufedforany
other purpoie ; they are never gelt, and wear their tails at their full length ; but

though they are lovely creatures to look on, they are neither fo fwift as the Arabian,

nor fo hardy as the Tartar horfes, and the Shah therefore has always a dable of the

Arabian breed. Horfes are very d ar in Perfia, fome of them being fold for two or

three hundred pounds, and feldom ar.\ that are good for lefs than fifty. It is not fo

much the fcarclty of them, as the felling fuch numbers to India and Turkey, which
enhances the jirice.

They have mules alfo that carry verywell, and are valued, fome of them at thirty or

forty pounds a-piece, and lome aifes at not much lefs, after they have been taught to

pace. The ordinary food for horfes is barley and chopt draw ; they have no mangers
in their ftabks, but give their horfes their corn in bags. In the fpring they cut

green grafs for their horfes, but never make any iato hay io be eaten dry j foiuetimes

they
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they feed their horfes with "balls made of barley-meal, as in India; inftead of Utter theif

own dung is dried, and beaten to powder, and laid a foot deep for them to lie on ;

and if any of it be wetted, it is dried in the fun the next' day. Their horfes' hoofs are

much founder and harder than ours, and they are fhod with thin plates, as the oxen

are, on account of their travelling over tlie ftony mountains. They daub their horfes

legs in winter with a yellow hcub, called Hannah, and fometiiaes anoint their bodies

with it as high as their bread, to keep out the cold as it is faid ; but it feems to be

rather by way of ornament, for in fome places it is done all the year round.

The Shah has large (tables of horfes difperfed throughout the kingdom, almoft in

every city, for the public fervice. A horfe is feldom denied to any man that demands

one, ifhe will keephim, but then fuch perfons are accountable to the governmentfor them,

when they (hall be called out into the field ; but they have the liberty of riding them
in the mean time. Theie troopers' horfes are fometimes quartered upon people, who
•would gladly be excufed from the trouble and charge of keeping them, and if any

horfe dies in their hands, oath muft be made, that it did not die for want of corn,

or looking after. Their horfes are fubjeft to many diftempers, fometimes their legs

fwell, and a humour rifes on their breaft, which proceeds from eating too much barley;

and in this cafe, they clap a hot iron to the fwelling, or lance it, and keep the fore

open, by running a willow twig through it, but a hot iron applied to the part is the

moft general remedy for lame or diftempcrcd horfes.

Of (heep and goats there are great plenty in Perfia ; the natives feldom eat any other

meat, their (heep are large and remarkable for their fat tails, which weigh eight or

ten pounds, and fome it is faid are above twenty pounds in weight ; they are remarkable

alfo in fome parts of Perfia for having more horns than ours. Some have fix or feven

horns (landing ftraight out of their forehead, fo that when their rams engage, there is

ufually a great deal of blood fpilled in the battle. The Perfian goats are not only

valuable for their flefli, but the fine wool they yield, of which great quantities are an-

nually exported, more efpecially from Carmania. Hogs there are fcarce to be met
with, for as the Mahometans, who are the governing part of the country, abhor this

animal, their Chriftian fubjefts do not endeavour to increafe the breed, unlefs towards

Georgia and Armenia, where the Chriftians are numerous.

Wild beafts there are not many, either in the middle or the fouthern part of Perfia.

Deer they have fome, and antelopes, which are much of the fame nature, except that

they are (potted, and have finer limbs. h\ Gilan and Curdiftan, the woody parts of

the country, wild beads abound, fuch as lions, tygers, leopards, wild hogs, jackals,

&c. And in Media and Armenia, there are abundance of deers, wild goats, hares, and

rabbits, and there are fome found on the mountains almoft all over the country, but

not many.
Infefts they are not much troubled with iu the heart of Porfia, which is very di ;•,

unlefs '> be with fwarms of locufts, which vifit them fometimes in fuch numbers, that

they look like a cloud, and perfeftly obfcure the fun, and wherever they lij^ht dtftroy

the fruits of the earth ; but there are certain birds which generally vifit tho country

about the fame time, and eat up the locufts, and fo prevent the ruin of the hufbandmen.

That part of of the country which lies upon the Cafpian or Hyrcanian Sea, is full of

ferpents, toads, fcorpions, and other venomous infeds, which in fummer-time die,

many of them for want of water, and infeft the air, rendering that part of the country

very unhealthy at that feafon.

Scorpions particulaily there are of an immoderate fize, and there fting is mortal, if

proper remedies be not immediately applied, and at bed a perfon dung by one of them,

3 ^
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is in fuch torture, that he becomes raving mad forfome time. Mufquitoes or gnats are

very troubicfomc in the flar country, near the Cafpian Sea ; and there is a white fly no

bigger than a flea in Pcrfia, which makes no noife, but its fling is like the prick of a pin.

Here is alfo the millepedes, almoft like a caterpillar, and whofe bite is as pernicious

as the ftiug of a fcorpion ; the Perfians call them hezarpai, or a thoufand feet.

I o. There are the fame forts of tame and wild fowl in Perfia as in Europe j as

geefe, hens, ducks, partridges, fnipes, &c. ; but more of them in the north than in the

fouth part of the country. Turkies have been carried to Ifpahan, but they do not

thrive. The breed of pigeons they take all imaginable care to incrcafe and propagate,

on account of their dung, with which they raife their melons. Their dove-houfes are

five times as large as ours, of a round figure, and handfomely built of brick ; of thefe,

it is faid, there are not kfs than three thoufand in the city of Ifpahan only. The dung
is always fold for four-pence the bifty, or twelve pounds weight, and the government,

it feems, lay a fmall tax upon it. Their partridges are reckoned the largeft and befl

tailed that are to be met with.

The pelican, which the Perfians call tacob, or the water-drawer, is as remarkable as

any of their fowls, for the body of it is faid to be as large as a fheep, its head at the

fame time wonderous fmall, but a large bill of fixteen or eighteen inches long, as big as

a man's arm, and under the bill there is a large bag, travellers tell us, which will hold

a pail of water ; they build their nefts in the defarts, where there is no water, and con-

fequently no inhabitants, for their fecurity, and frequently go two days' journey for water

for their young ones ; but then they bring enough in the receptacle above mentioned to

laft for fome time, if we may give entire credit to thefe accounts.

There is another extraordinary bird mentioned by travellers, in the province of

Chorafan, which has fuch an appetite towards the water of a certain fpring in that

country, and fuch fagacity in difcovering it, that they will follow any perfon that carries

it in a bottle feveral hundreds of miles. As to eagles, hawks, falcons, and other birds

of prey, there is no country where they have more, or where they are better inftru!!ed,

than in Pcrfia. The Shah has eight hundred or a thoufand of them, and there is no
man of any figure without his hawks and his falconers ; and their hawks are taught not

only to fly at birds but at hares, deer, and all manner of wild beads, and by fixing

themfelves on the head of the animal, and beating him with their wings, he is fo terri-

fied and diflra£led, that the dogs and huntfmen which follow have very little difliculty

in taking him ; and the Perfians, it is faid, breed up the very crows to fly at game.
There are the fame kinds of finging oirds in Perfia as with us, fuch as the linnet, tl^e

chaffinch, the nightingale, the lark, &c. ; and fome birds there are which are taught

to fpeak, but no parrots or pa.roqucts on this fide India. However, there are feveral

party-coloured birds to be feen in Perfia, with a plumage of blue, green, and yellow,

beautifully mixed. Of fparrows there are fuch numbers, that they are very troublefome

to the hu(bandmen, who are forced to place their fervants in the fields all day long

when the harveft approaches, to keep them from their corn.

In the heart of Perfia there are fcarce any fifli to be met with, the few rivulets they

have hardly fupplying the country with water for neceflary ufes, and in the fumnier

time they are almofl all dried up ; even the river Zenderhood, to which the government,

at a prodigious expence, have joined other dreams for the fupply of the city of Ifpahan,

is perfedly loft in the fandy defarts about twenty leagues from thence ; and it may be

doubted whether there be one ftream which rifes in the middle of the kingdom that

ever reaches the fea in the fummer ; though in the fpring, when the fnow melts oa
the mountains, they make a confiderable figure. In the Cafpian Sea and the Perfian

Gulph there are great plenty of fea-filh of all kinds altnoft, and the rivers Kur and

VOL. IX. MM Arras,
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Arras, which fall into the Cafpian, have plenty of river-fifh, but they lie at two great a
diftance from Ifpahan to fupply that city ; fo that fifli is very rarely eaten there.

1 1. We are to fpcak next of the metals and minerals in this country j and to proceed
methodically, we ought to begin with thofe ofgold and filvcr, if any were now wrought in

Perfia, but there are not ; for, notwithftanding what old writers relate of the rich

mines in Baftriana, and that almoft all the Perfian authors agree, that there are mines
of this metal in Chorafan, yet from the neighbourhood of the Tartars they have been
long neglefted ; and it is the fame with refpeft to the filver mines in other places,

though from the accounts lately given by Tavemier, one would fufpeft that the Perfians

arebut indifferently (killed in the art of n^ining, and that of refining of metals ; they have,

however, good mmes of iron, fteel, copper, and lead. The iron and Heel mines are in

Hircania, Media, and the provinces of Erak and Chorafan ; their fteel is fo full of ful-

phur, that if the filings are thrown into the fire, they will give a report like gunpowder
j

it has a fine grain, but is as brittle as glafs, and the Perfian artificers, who do not un-

derftand how to give it a due temper, cannot for that reafon make wheels or fprings, or •

any minute pieces of workmanfhip. Their copper mines are moft of them near Seris,

in the mountains of Mazanderan ; they mix it with Swediih and Japan copper, and the

proportion is one part foreign to twenty of their own metal.

The lead mines are, moft of them, near the city of Yefd, and in thefe arc found the

greateft quantity of filver. Sulphur and faltpetre are dug in the mountain Damaveid,
which divides Hircania from the province of Erak. Antimony is found in Carmania,

but it is a baftard fort. Emery is had near Niris ; vitriol and mercury they have none,

and their tin is imported from abroad. There are two kinds of fait in Perfia, the one
upon the furface of the ground, the other dug out of the rock : there are plains of ten

or twelve leagues over quite covered with fait, as others are with fulphur and alum.

The fait is fo hard in fome parts of Carmania, that the poor people make ufe of it inftead

of ftone to build their cottages.

Their marb.e is either white, black, or red, and fome veined with white and red ;

it Is dug near Hamadan, and in Chufiftan fome of it will break into large flakes or
tables like flate, but the beft comes from Tauris, which is almoft as tranfparent as cryftal.

This kind is while, mixed with green. I' ho country about Tauris aifo is found the

mineral azure, but this is not fo good ; t which comes from Tartary, lofmg its

colour by degrees. In the provinces of .. . . and Siiirvan there is found abundance of
bole armoniac, and fo rich and fat a marl, that the country people ufe it inftead of
foap.- There are fome mines of ifinglafs in the fame country. In fcveral parts of Perfia

we meet with naptha, both white and black ; it is ufed in painting and varniftj, and
fometimes in phyfic, and there is an oil extraded from it which is applied to fcveral

ufcs; The moft famous fpt ings of Naptha are in the neighbourhood of the town of
Baku, which furnifti vaft quantities; and there are alfo upwards of thirty fprings

n. The Perfians ufe it as oil forabout Shamafchy, both in the province of Shirwan.

their lamps, and in making fire-works, of which they are extremely fond, and in which
tht?y are great proficients.

But the moft valuable produd of the Perfian mines is the turquoife, concerning which
there have been fo many miftakes made, that notwithftanding we find ourfelves prefled

for room, we cannot avoid treating fomewhat largely upon this fubjeft. In the firft

place, it is afferted that it derives its name from Turkey, which is true enough when
rightly underftood, but abfolutely faife according to the common acceptation ; for there

neither is or never was any of thefe ftones found in the dominions of the Turks, but
in the country of Turcomania, which was indeed the feat of that nation, though for any
thing I know, this has never been obfcrved by the writers upon this fubje£l. Thefe
ftones arc diftinguiflicd into oriental ;uad occidental. The oriental turquoifcs come from

3t Perfia,
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Perfia, and from Perfa only ; and thefe are diftinguiflied into thofe of tlie old and

thnfe of the new rock ; iho former are taken out of the mines of Nicapour and Caraflbn,

and, as Sir John Chardin juftly obferves, differ greatly from other ftones that bear the

lame name. They are hard, firm, of a beautiful blue, inclining a little to a green, take

a fine polifh, and are never obferved to lofe their colour. The Shah endeavours to

preferve thelb entirely for himfelf ; and though after chufing the largeft and the fineft,

he permits the fmaller turquoifes to be fold, yet foreign merchants are not contented

with that manner of dealing, but. have (Iruck out a better. The officers belonging to

the mines, and their fer^'ants, frequently deceive the Shah, and inftead of fending him
the fineft and largefl, vend thofe for their own profit, but always to Europeans, that

they may be lefs liable to difcovery ; and by this means very fine turquoifes find their

way into thefe parts of the world. The new rock is at five miles diflant from the old,

and the flones are fofter, lefs firm, veiny, of a green, inclining to blue, and are apt in

procefs of time, to lofe their colour. The occidental turquoifes are found in Bohemia,

France, and other countries, but they are not valued, and have generally the fame faults

with thofe taken from the new rock.

Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, in the lafi: tranfaftions of the Royal Society, for the months

of January and February 1 747, has given us a much better account of thefe flones than

I ever met with before ; and diftinguimes them very juflly into true and falfe turquoifes

;

the former, he fays, is a true mineral fubflance, impregnated wiih copper ore, which is

highly probable, for there is no country in the world that has more copper mines than

Perfia ; the latter is an ivory or boney fubflance, tinftured alfo with fome metallic

juice, and probably that of copper, which is a difcovery worthy of notice, as it frees

this fubjeft from abundance of difficulties, under which it has hitherto laboured.

12. After having taken a- view of the country, and of its produce, we will fpeak

next of the habitations erefted upon it, and this will naturally lead us to the principal

cities that yet remain to be defcribed ; but without taking a previous view of what with

them paffes for magnificent buildings, fuch defcriptions would be in a manner unintel-

ligible. The houfes of perfons of quality here are generally built in the middle of a fine

garden, and make little or no appearance to the ftreet, for there you fee nothing but a

dead wall, with a great gate in the middle of the wall, and perhaps a fkreen or wall

within the gate, to prevent people looking in ; fo fond are they of privacy and retirement.

Another thing that the Perfians differ from us in is, that they ft-Idom have more than

one floor, which is laid out in this manner ; in the front of the houfe flands a Httle

piazza, or cloiftcr, open before, where they fit and tranfad their ordinary affairs ; beyond

this is a large hall, eighteen or twenty feet high, which is ufed at great entertainments,

or on any folenm occafions : on the farther fide of the houfe is another piazza, with a

bafon or fountaui of water before it, beyond whjch runs a walk of fine trees, as there

does alfo from the flreet to the houfe : ai eaclr corner of the hall is a parlour or lodging

room (for it ferves for both purpofes) ; between thofe parlours on the fides, there are

iloors out of a hall into an open fquare fpace, as large as the rooms at the corners ;

tiierc are alfo fevoral doors out of the hall into the piazza, before and behind the houfcy fo

jlliat in the hot feafon they can fet open nine or ten doors at once in the great hall, and

if there be any air flirriiig, thoy will have the benefit of it.

In fome palaces there is a handfome bafon, and a fountain playing in the middle of

the hall, which contributes flill more to the coolnefs of the place. The walls of their

Jioui'os are built fomttimes of burnt bricks, but more commonly of bricks dried in tlie

full. The walls are of confiderable thickncfs, and the roof of the great hall is arched,

and five or fix feet highf;r than the other rooms about it. The roofs of the buildings on
.

,
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every fido of the hall arc flat, and there is a pair of ftairs up to the top, where the Per-

fians walk in the cool of the clay, and fometinies carry up a mattrefs, and lie there all

nifjlit, there being balufters all round the top of the building. As for the kitchens and
other offices, they are at a diftance on the right or left, and it is obfervable, that all

tlieir rooms, except the hall, ftand feparate, and there is no paflfagc out of one into

another, but only from the hall ; chimneys there are feme, but ulually, inftead of h

chitnney, there is a round hole, about four or five feet broad, and a foot and a hall'

deep, in the middle of the room, in which a charcoal fire is made, and the place covered
with a thick board or table, about a foot high, fo clofe that no fmoke can get out, and
over that table is thrown a large carpet, under which they put their K'gs in cold

weather, and fit round, there being a paffage for the fmoke by pipes laid under the

floor. The doors of their houfes are narrow, and fcldoni turn upon hinges as ours do,

but there is a round piece left at the top and bottom of the door which is let into the
frame above and below, on which they turn, and the very locks and bolts are frequently

made of wood.
As to their furniture, it confifls only in carpets fprcad on the floor, with cu(hion»

and pillows to lean on, and at night there is a mattrefs brought to fleep on, and a quilt

or two to cover them, but very feldom any (heets are ufed. As to their fervants, they
lie about in any pafl'age upon mats, and take up very little room. The floors of the
rooms are either paved or made of a hard cement, on which they lay a coarfe cloth,

and over that a carpet : the fides of fome of their rooms are lined with fine tiles about

a yard high, and the reft of them well painted, or hung with piftures.

13. Ifpahan, or as it is pronounced, Spahawn, is fituated in thirty-two degrees forty

minutes north latitude, and in the fiftieth degree of longitude, reckoning from the meri-

dian of London. It flands in a fine plain, almofl furrounded with mountaias, which lie

about two or three leagues from it, and the form is pretty near oval. I'he river Zen-
derhood runs by it at about a mile diftance, but there are feveral channels and pipes

above the town, which convey the water from it into canals and bafons, for the fervice

of the court and city. The town is without walls, and about ten or twelve miles in cir-

cumference. Thofe who extend it ten leagues take in the town of Julpha, and feveral

others. There were formerly twelve gates to the town, but four of them are now
clofed up, the others are always open ; as for the walls, which fome travellers mention,
it is probable there was a mud wall formerly, but there is no part of the wall vifible at

prefent. There is an old caftle, it is true, without artillery, which runs to ruin, but
is no more tenable than the town.

The Itreets of Ifpahan are for the mofl part narrow and crooked, and either exceeding
dirty or dufty, for fcarce any of them are paved, and though there are no coaches or
carts, yet all people of fafhion riding through them with great trains of fervants, renders

the patfage not very pleafant.. There are, however, fome very fine fquares in the town,

.

particularly the royal fquare or meidan, into which there opens two of the palace gates.

On the fides of this fquare, which is one-third of a mile in length, and more than half

as much in breadth, are buildings with fhops on both fides, where every particular trade

has a quarter afligned, and there is a fecond ftory where the mechanics have their

working-fhops. There feems to be Uttle difference between thefe exchanges and ours,

but that thofe of Ifpahan have no windowsj but great openuigs at proper diflances to

.

let in the light, and people ride through them^ as they do along the ftreets.

In the middle of the fquare there is a market for horfes and cattle, and all manner of
goods and provifions are expofed to fale, though the great Shah Abbas, who built the

liquare, defigncd it for manly exercifes, and particularly thofe of horfemanfhip, and
handling;
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handling the bow and lance, at which no people are more dextrous than the Perfians.

On thatfide of the fquare next the palace there is a fine row of trees planted, and a hand-

fome bafon of water, and fome great brafs guns, which were taken from the Portuguefe

at Ormus, ferve to make a (how.

There ftands a great mofque at the fouth end of the fquare, and another mofque on
the ead fide over againft the great gate of the palace ; feveral flreets in Ifpahan are

covered and arched over, which makes them pretty dark, and this feems to be peculiar

0 the Perfian towns. Another thing they feem to be particular in is, that their houfes

and ihops are never in the fame places, and it is a common thing for a tradefman to go
half a mile in the morning to the bazar, or market-place, where his (hop is, and in the

night-time they lock up their valuable goods in cheus and counters, and the reft they

leave packed up, fometimes in the open fquare, and it is very rare any thing is loft ; fo

careful are the watch appointed to guard their market-places, or fo very little given to

thieving are the people in this part of the world, and no doubt the fpeedy and exemplary

punifliments inflifted upon pilferers is one great means to deter them from it.

As to foreign merchants, they lodge their goods in the public caravanferals about the

city, which ferve them alfo inftead of inns for lodging and diet ; but there is this diiTcr-

ence between an inn and a caravanferai, that every perfon finds his own bedding and
cookery in the caravanferai, whereas in our inns we have not that trouble. There are

two things, however, that render a caravanferai preferable to an inn ; one is, that a

perfon is not fubjeft to the extortions of an innkeeper, but buys his provifions at the beft

nand ; and the other, that let the merchant take up ever fo many rooms, he ftiall not

be difturbed in them, and pays but a trifle for his warehoufe or lodgings ; and upon the

road he pays nothing. There are not, it feems, lefs than fifteen hundred of thefe

public caravanferais in Ifpahan, which have been eredted by charitable people for the

ufe of ftrangers ; moft cf them are built after one model, and differ only in the dimen-

fions. There is a handfome portal at the entrance, on each fide of Munich are (hops,

from whence you enter into a fquare, about which there is a cloifter or piazza, and within

are lodging-rooms and warehoufes for goods : there is alfo ftabling and conveniences

for horfes and other beafts on the outfide, or they may be brought mto the fquare and
faflened there, as is frequently done upon the road, more efpecially where there is

danger of robbers.

As to taverns, there are none at Ifpahan, their religion prohibiting wine. However,,
fome of the Perfians will drink pretty plentifully in private. There are very handfome
coffee-houfes in the principal parts of the town, where people meet and talk politics,

though they have no pj-inted papers in them, and there we meet with fome amufements
peculiar to the country, as the harangues of their poets, hiftorians, and priefts, who
hold forth and get a crowd about them ; and it feems they expeft a fmall prefent from •

their audience for their amufements and inftruftions.

14. The buildings of the palace, with the gardens belonging to it, take up above a-

league in compafs. The two gates which come up to the royal meidan or fquare, are,

.

one of them called alicapi, and the other, douletcuna; overoneof them is a gallery

where the Shah ufedto fit and fee martial exercifes performed on horfeback. No part

of the palace where the court refides comes up to the royal fquare ; but having entered:

the principal gate, there is a hall or court on the left hand, where the vizier and other

judges adminifter juftice on certain days ; and on the right are rooms wher? oflenders

are allowed to take fandluary. From hence to the hall, where the Shah ufually gives

audience, is a handfome walk: it is a long room^ well painted and gilded, and fup-

ported by forty pillars } it is divided into three parts, one a ftep higher than the other,,
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on which the great officers flantl according to their rank. As to herediury nobility,

there is no fuch thing in Pcrfia. On the third afcent is the royal throne, ralfed about

a foot :ind a half above the floor, and about eight feet i'quare, on which is fpread a rich

carpet ; here the Shah fits on it crofs-Ieggcd upon folemn occafions, having a brocade

culnion under him, and another at his back.

As to the red of the apartments of the palace, and particularly the haram, or women's
apartment, neither foreigners or natives can give an cxslQ. defcription of them, none
being permitted to enter but the eunuchs ; but in general we arc told, that they confift

in feparate pleafure-houfes difperfed about the gardens, much of the fame form with

the houfes firft defcribed, and that their great beauty confills in the fine walks, fountains,

and cafcades about them. Beyond the gardens the Shah has a large park, walled in,

where the ladie« hunt, and take their pleafure with the I'rince. In this city arc above
one hundred ^iid fifty mofques or temples, covered with domes or cupolas, which ap-

pearing through the trees that are planted almod over the town, m the flreets and
gardens, aflbrd a noble profpedt ; but the common buildings are (o low, that they are

hardly difcerned by one who takes a view of the town on the outfide.

All Chriftians being prohibited to enter their mofques, or even to come within their

courts, under fevere penalties, it is not eafy to meet with a particular defcription of them
There is a gate which leads to the great mofque covered with filver plates. I'hrough

this tower you proceed to a court with a piazza or cloider on each fide, where the prielis

lodge who belong to the mofque. Oppofite to the great gate are three large doors which
open into it. The five ifles the mofque is compofed of are beautified with gold and
azure. In the middle is the cupola, fupported by four great fquare pillars ; the ifles on
the fides are lower than that in the middle, and borne upon thick columns of free-ftone

;

two great windows towards the top of the middle ifle give light to the whole mofque ;

on the left hand towards the middle (lands a kind of pulpit, with flone iteps to go up
to it ; the bricks and tiles on the outfide of the building are painted witii various colours,

after the manner of Perfia, and the floor of the mol'que is covered with carpets, ail

people putting off their flioes as they enter it ; there are no feats or pews as in the

Chrifl:ian temples, or any kind of imagery or pidures. The outfide is Itone, and the

walls lined fifteen feet high with white polifhed marble ; and in the middle of the fquare,

before the mofque, is a liu-gc bafon, where they wafli themfelves before they enter the

temple. The mofques have, mod of them, cupolas, with flieeples or towers, whither the

niollas go up to fummon the people to their aevotions, according to the Mahometan
mode, making no ufe of bells.

1 5. The numerous huminums, or bagnios, in this city is another fubjed of travellers'

admiration; fome of thefe are fquare buildings, butmoftof them globular. The
Hone of which they are built is ufually white and well polifiied ; the tops are covered

with tiles painted blue ; the infides are divided into many cells or chambers, fome for

pleafure and others for fweating, and the floors are laid with black and white marble.

The Perfiaiis bathe almoll every day, looking upon it to be extremely conducive to

health, an effedual remedy for cold or aches, and many other dillempers. But what

is admired as much by foreigners as any thing about Ifpahan, is the charbag, being a

walk above a hundred yards wide, and extending a mile in length, from the city to the

river Zenderhood ; on each fide are planted double rows of trees, and in the middle

runs a canal, not continued ujK»n a level, but at every furlong's diftance the water falls

into a large bafon and forms a cafcade, and the fides both of the canal and bafons are

lined with hewnllone, broad enough for feveral men to walk abreaft upon them. On
each fide of this walk arc theVoyal gardens, and thofe of the great men, with pleafure-

houlcs,
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hnufcs, at finall diftances, and altogether form as agreeable a profpeft as can be

iinn)!;incd.

At the end of this walk is a bridge over the river Zenderhood, which leads to the

town of Tulpha ; there are alfo two other bridges, one on the right and the other to the

left, by which the ncigbouring villages have a communication with the city, and which

mofl of our travellers are plcafed to call its fuburbs, though they are diftant a mile from
irpahan, and on the other fide the river. Thefe bridges are taken notice of for the

oddncfs of the architcdurc, for it feems on each fide, both above and below, are

arched palTages, through which people ride and walk from one end of the bridge to

the other, as in the covered ftrcets ot the city ; and at little diftanccs there are openings

to admit the light. The arches of thefe bridges are not very high, there being no vef-

fels to pafs under them, for this river is not navigable any more than the reft of the

Pcrfian ftreams. It is true, in the fpring, on the melting of the fnows on the mountains,

it makes a pretty good appearance, but at the latter end of the fummer the channel is

exceeding narrow and Ihallow, infomuch that there is not water enough for the gardens

which belong to the city ; to fupply the want whereof they have abundance of wells

about Ifpahan, of very good water for all domeftic ufes.

16. The town, or rather the borough, of Julpha, ftands on the fouth fide of the river

Zenderhood ; and though there are many who look upon it as a fuburb of Ifpahan, yet

it certainly deferves to be confidered by itfelf, as being a very large and a very con-

fiderable town, the buildings of which are more regular, and to the full as magnificent

as thofe of Ifpahan. It is generally reckoned two miles in length, and about a mile in

breadth, and is, beyond comparifon, taking all circumftances together, the fineft place in

Perfia ; for, with refpeft to houfes, trade, manufadures and induftry, there is nothing

comes near it ; and as to beautiful walks of trees, cooling fliades, delightful fountains,

pleafant gardens, and magnificent fummer-houfes, they are every where to be met with*.

The principal inhabitants are the Armenians, and befides thefe there are Georgians,

Circainans, Mingrelians, and other Chriftians, but no Mahometans who dwell in it.

The foundation of this place and the rife of the Armenians, who are now as confider-

able merchants as any in the world, are events that deferve our notice.

It was the famous Shah Abbas who firft took notice of the candour, affability, dili-

gence, penetration, and integrity of the Armenians, in the management of their little

concerns in their native country, where they were liable to the incurfions of the Per-

fians and the Turks. He wl;s iivv only an ambitious and powerful but a very wife and
prudent prince ; he was defiro.;>; uf introducing trade into his dominions, where, till'

his reign, it was h'ardly known ; i.nd no lefs defirous of infpiring his fubjeds with the

fame views, who were little acquainted therewith. In order to accomplifli thefe great and
laudable defigns, he thought it proper to eftablilh a flaple commodity, by way of
foundation, and for that purpofe fixed upon filk. He then tranfported twenty or

thirty Armenians into the province of Gilan, where they acquitted themfelves fo well,

that in a very fliort fpace of time vail quantities of filk were made there. Encouraged

by this happy beginning, he demoliihcd the town of Old Julpha in Armenia, as has.

been fliewn in the former fection, and tranfported the inhabitants into the neighbour-

hood of Ifpahan, where, by his royal munificence, and under his powerful proteftion,

they built the place of which we are now fpeaking, and by his diredion undertook to

diftribute all the filk that was not wrought up by Perfian manufacturers, through Afia

and Europe, a reafonable price being firft fixed, which at their return they were obliged

to pay, all the profit being left to themfelves ; when it was neceffary, the Shah ad-

vanced
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vanccd thcin money for carrying on their commerce, but by degrees, and as ihs^y grew
wealthy, tlie government no longer took any Hiare in ihi-ir tradf.

In this m:mner, from the riy^ht notions ot one man, and from his jiifl views for the

benefit ot" his fubjeds, arofe ;\li the trade of the Armenians, who ari- now become a
nation of merchants, and carry on the moft extenlive dealings ot" any po(y|)le in ihe

world ; for befides their (.(tablilbments here, and in all the great cities of I'crli.i, they
fpread over the whole Euft, carry on a prodigious trade in Ruflia, and have faftors of
their own nation in mod of the great trading cities in Enrope. In (hi)rt, they are be.

come as noted in this refprft as the Jews j but what redounds eteni.illy to their reputa-

tion, their application t<^ trade, and their dealings as brokers has not in the leall leli"ened

their character for candour or probity ; they are diligent, atl'able and dil'croet, but con-
tent with a moderare profit ; ferve thofe that employ them faitiihiliy ; are grat 'ful to

their benefadtors ; love each other as brethren, and are extrenv !y ufeful to all the

countries in which they are fettled. This digreflion in favour of fuch a fort of men,
and in order to explain the prudence and public fpirit of Sliah Abbas their patron, and
fuch of his fuccelTors as chofe to tread in his fteps, we thought might b • agreeable to

the reader, though it carried us a little out of our road, to which we lliall now return,

in order to continue the defcription we have promifed of the principal cities in Pcrfia,

before thofe confufions l>egan that have producetl fuch fatal alterations.

17. The city of Shiraz, or Sheraz, as we pronounce it, lies about two hundred miles to

the fouthward of Ifpahan, in twenty-nine degrees fifty minutes of north latitude, and is

ufually reckoned the fecond city of the kingdom. It is the capital of the province of
Fars, or the ancient Perfia ; fome will have the name derived from (lyrus the Great,

there being a tradition that he was buried there ; others fay it is derived from Sherab,
which in the Perfian tongue fignifies a grape, becaufe that fruit abounds in this place

;

and others from the word Sheer, which fignifies milk ; but as it is not very material

from whence the name is derived, fo I believe it is impoflible to determine at this day.

The town is feated in a pleafant fertile valley, about twenty miles in length, and fix in

breadth, and has a rivulet running through it, which in the fpring has the appearance
of a large river, and fometimes incrcafes to fuch u torrent as to bear down the houfes

in its way, but in the funmier is almoft dry. There are no walls about the place, nor
does it contain al>ove four thoufand houfes at prefent : the compafs of it is reckoned
to be about feven miles, but then it is to be confidered that much the greateft part of
this fpace is garden.

The public buildings taken notice of are the viceroy's palace, the mofques, bagnios,

the vaulted ftreets and caravanferais, which being of the lame model as thofe ot Ilpahan,

do not need a particular defcription here ; only it is obfervable, that they let moll of
their buildings run to ruin, as in other towns of P rfia; every generation chufing to

build new houfes, rather than ufe thofe of their ancetlors. It is remarked alfo, that

there is no place where the Mahometan fuperftiiion prevails more than here, there being

a mofque or temple to every twenty houfes almolt, their domes covered wifh blue var-

niihed tiles, make \ pretty appearance among the trees ; here is alfo a college where
the liberal arts are ftudied, of which the fame is gr^at for breeding many perfons of

renowned learning.

The ftreets of Sheraz are for the moft part narrow and dufty, but there are fome

broad onet> with canals and bafons faced with ftone : but what Sheraz is moft remark-

;^le for, is the fine gardens and vineyards about it. The cypreib-trecs, of which their

Stalks are chiefly compofed, are the talleft and large.t that arc any where to be found,

and
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and grow in a pyramidal form ; intermixed with thefe are fcveral broad fpreading trees,

and alt manner of fruits, as pomegranates, oranges, lemons, cherries, pears, apricots,

dates, &c. None of thefe arc planted againd tne walls, us witli us, but fland in the

alleys, and fometimes irregularly, as in a wildernefs. They have alfo abundance of

I'weet tlowers of various colours, but not planted in that regular order as in the gardens

of Kurope. Their vineyards and wines are preferable to any in Perfia, and the canals,

cafcadcs, fountains, and pleafure-houfes in their gardens, are not at all inferior to thole

of irpahan. The Shah's garden here is no Icfs than two thoufand paces fquare, and

furrounded with a wall fourteen feet high ; but of late years the gardens, as well as

the buildings of Sheraz, have been pretty much negleftea.

I b. Thirty miles to the north-eaft of Sheraz are found the ncbleft ruins of an ancient

palace or temple, that are now to be feen on the face of the earth ; even Rome itfelf,

as it is laid, has nothing comparable to thefe venerable remains of antiquity ; the place

at this day is called Chilmaner, or forty pillars. Mr. Herbert fays, it was built

upon a mountain of dark-coloured marble, and the fteps hewed out of the folid

rock ; but others who have viewed it more narrowly fince obferve, that the ftcps are

compofed of large (tones, fifteeen or fixteen feet in length, and of fuch a thicKncfs,

that fix or feven ftcps are cut out of one ftone, the whole being fo artificially joined,

that they appear to be but one piece, which might eafily occafioii Mr. Herbert to mil-

take. It is feated at the north-eaft end of that fpacious plain where Pcrfcpolis once

ftood, and generally held to be part of the palace of Danus, who was conquered by
Alexander the Great. The front of this palace ftood towards the weft, and was about

five hundred paces in length, the whole taking up near threefcore acres of ground.

The afcent to it is by ninety-five fteps, thirty feet in length, and twenty inches broad, but

not more than three inches deep, fo that a norfe may eafily go up or down them. The
ftaircafe divides as you afcend, one branch winding to the right, and the other to the

left, each having a wall on one fide, and a marble balluftrade on the other ; afterwards

both branches turn again, and end at a large fquare landing-place, from whence you go
into a jjortico of white marble, twenty feet wide. On it are carved in bas relievo two
beafts as big as elephants, but tb^i; bodies are like horfes, and their feet and tails like

oxen.

Ten feet farther ftand two fluted columns of whitifli ftone, about fixty feet high, be-

fides their capitals and bafes, and as thick as three men can fathom ; a little farther ftand

two other pilafters, carved like the firft, only that the beafts on the latter have wings

and men's heads. Beyond this portal or hall is fuch another double ftaircafe, leading

to the upper rooms, twenty-five feet broad, but incomparably more beautiful than the

former ; for on its walls arc carved in b»s relief, a kind of triumph, confifting of a great

tr-iin of people in diftinft companies, carrying fome banners, and others offerings, and

after all comes a chariot drawn by feveral horfes, with a little altar upon it, from whence
the flames of fire feem to afcend. On the other fide are carved wild beafts fighting,

and among others, a lion and a bull are cut with great cxadlnefs, and fo hard is the

ftone, that to this day the moft curious part of the workmanfliip is preferved. On
the top of the fecond ftaircafe is a fquare place, which has been furrounded with co-

lumns, whereof feventeen only are now ftanding, but there are a hundred pedeftals ;

thofe that are left are of red and white marble fluted, fome of them fixty, and others

feventy feet high, and twelve of them near three fathoms round. Thefe, fome anti-

quaries imagine, fupported the temple of the Sun.

On the fame floor near thofe columns is a place fifty feet fquare, endofed with walls

fix or feven feet thick, of a much finer marble than any that hath been yet mentioned,
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and fo wonderfully carvrd, fli:it it would take up foveral days to view all the rip;ure«

;

\vhich way f'oevcr a man turns himfoU in this IVcond floor, tncro appears figures cut in

bas and lialf relieve. Mere you fee men fij^htin^ with lions, and in another place a

man holdinp; a unicorn by the horn ; in a thiril. you fee the figures of giants, and in a

fourth, a Prince giving audience to his peopK; or amhalVadors ; and numberlefs other

fcenes. Here are alfo abuiulanco of infcriptions, in lalling charaders, which have been
tranfcribeil and brought into Kuropo, but none of them under(l<Mid at this day by the

learned, any more than they are by the people of the country : this glorious palace, or

temple, with the wliole city of Perfepolis, the noblell and wealthiell then iti the world,

was burnt to tin- ground by Alexander the (Ireat, about the year of the world 3724,
at the perfuafion of l:.\'n the Athenian harlot, as is faid, in revenge for the towns the

Perfian I'mperors had dellroyed in Greece.

19. In the former fection, and in this, almoft all the great cities have been defcribed

as they ftood in time part, and as they are rcprefented to us by fuch as had feen them ;

yet thcfe accounts bear hut very little relation to thofe places at this day ; for in the

tourfc of the civil wars Uiid cotifufions with which this empire has been overwhelmed,

there is hardly any one of thefe cities that has efcapcd. Tauris has been plundered

over and over ; Schiras burnt to the ground ; and even Spahawn has fufteretl not a

little. The port of Gambron, or IV.iniler Abafli, has been always confidered iince the

time of Shah Abbas, as one of the richcfl; jewels of the Perfian diadem ; and, notwith-

ftanding the badnefs of the air, and fome inconveniences that attended the port, it was
always a place of great traile, and might have been a place of much greater trade, if

the fuccecding nionarchs of Perfia had been princes of the like fpirit, and had conceived

as juft notions of conniu-rce as he did.

By their fault it was, that the grcated part of the Perfian trade came to be carried

on by land through Turkey, which was noi^her agre-^ablc to the intercfls of the l*er-

fians, nor requifito for tninlporring their commodities to luiropc, for which other

means niie.ht have been einplt>yed. Hut when Shah Nadir had alUiined the empire,

anil by his ania/.infj fucr 'lies had acquired fo great a power, that he thought hiinfelf

in nil kiiul ofilin.;er irom his neighbours, he b.-gan to entertain notions of coiniuorce,

wliich, like all his other notions, were of ailamp peculiar to iiiinfjlf, and whicli do not

feoiu, from any of the accounts that we have met with, to have b ea at all uiiJerlhiod

i.i Eur. -pe. fie fan- plainly, that the Turks w.'re prodigiouHy enriched by the carry-

ing on of the Perfian tradj for filk through their country, and thir. he was refolved t)

prevent at any rat-'. It \vp.<? with this \iew, that he formed a proj. d, which we have

more than once fnentionccl, of forcing a paifage to the Black Sea, and tliereby opening

a direct trade with Kumpr*, which, wiih all his power, he could never eiled. II.' then

turned his tliouejus towards the Cafpian ; and hiving recovered the province ot Gilau

from the Rullians, and provided elfectually againlt any iinprellions they could make
upon his territories by land, he refolved to carry on the trade of Perfia that way, by

the afli fiance of the Armenians, and to reltore the credit of that nation, which had

been virj- much funk in Perfia, by the valt loffes that had been fultained by their

edablifhaunt at Julpha, which, in the courfc of the civil wars, has been alinoll totally

ruined.

But bcfides thefe fchcmcs he had another, the grounds of which it would take u 1

too much room to explain ; and, therefore, 1 fhall content myfelf with barely fayincr^

that from certain motives, that appeared to him reafonable, he determined to remove
the cipiial of Perfia, and indcad of fixing, as his predeccilbrs had done, the imperial

rcfidcuco at Ifpahan, he refolved to transfer it northward, aiid io place the feat of his

6 empire
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f-mplce in the prnvliicn of ( hoiar.ni, to which perhapM h.; uiij^lii In fome i)\?nfiire bj

liL'ioi'iniiicd by hii foiulnclii far his native ci^iiiury. Ho fixed there upon the town of

Molcliul, which had bj 11 forincrly flie c ipital ot ih'.' province. It is to be obferved,

that the wonl Metfcuid fiRairK's, boili in tht* l'er(ian and I'urkiih h\n^ii,i;j;'.>8, a houfe or

temple confccratcd to the I'orvico ol God, and it is from th.-nce that wo have fnun.'d

our word Mi>fque. The nanie of this city tl-.-refore implies a groat mofque, an.l it was

fo called from one of the finelt in tiiat part of the world, creiled over the tomb of the

Iman Ui/.a, a )',r»'at faint; wliich rciuUnvd it a place frequented by pilgrims, who
out ot ch.irity crecki'd there feveral public (trudures of great magnificence. It was
bclides faujous for its nunufadures of all f(>ns, fuch as gold and filver brocades,

tapellry, rich (ilks, and woollen Itulf, as beautiful and as dear as filks ; there was bc-

fides a manufadure of carlhenwaro, which was lookcvl upon as the hvd in Afia, on
this fide China ; fo that an age ago this city for niofques, pulilic baths, caravanfcrais,

ba/ars, and other public flrudures, was not in the leiit inferior to any city in Perfia i

but the Ulbcck Tariais had fo totally d^'llroyed it, tint it mid.' l)Ut a very indillerciit

ii^jure when the Shah Nadir made choice of it for the feU of his empire.

The city of Mefclied is (ituatcd in tlie latitude of tliiriy-live djgrees twf-nty minutes

north upon a fmall (Irc-am ihat falls into the river Kurgan, which lepar.itcs the province

of Chorafan from Aftarabat ; and it may be very truly allinucd, th it a happier fituation

there is not in the world. The air is extremely mild and toiiipenile, the foil about it

wimderfuUy fruitful, and while it continues the capital of the empire, there is no doubt

that the Tartars will be kept at a fufFicien; 'Ranee. While Shah Nadir was employed

in his expedition againfl the Mogul, his elded fon Riza Kuli Mirza rcfided there with

the title and authority of Shdi of IVrfia ; by Iiis care the city was rebuilt and rellored

to its ancient killre, and fuch privileges granted to the inhabitants, as not only came up to

but exceeded thole that former Shahs had granted to the people of Ifpahan. This young

Prince was not contented with barely atleiuliiig to the civil governm nt of A.c empire,

he was defirious of difplaying alio his military capacity, which induced him to attack the

Khanof Baikh, the fovereign of the fouthern part of (ireat Bucharia ; which country,

together with its capital, he reduced, and thereby gained not only an accellion of terri-

tory, but one of the greateft and beft cities in tho!e parts, fialkh having been, for fcveral

ages, the center vf the commerce carried <m by land to and from the Indies.

By this eflablilhmcnf, and thefe conquefls, the face of aft'airs in Perfia is abfolutely

changed, and this is a thing that has not hitherto been lulliciently confidered. It is

pollible, and, indeed, it is probabi ' that the fouthern provinces of the Perfiau empire

will fufler extremely by this alteration ; and it is not altogether unlikely, that if a civil

war arifes from the death of the late Shah, a new principality may be ereded in the

fouthern parts, of which Spahawn, or fome other great city, may become the cniial

;

but ilill INIcfched will, m all probability, remain tlie feat of the Perfian empire, aiid the

monarchs who govern there will extend their conquefls northwards, through countries

formerly indeed dependent upon the Perfians, but which have been for many ages in

the hands of the Tartars; and if this fhould be the cal'e, we mult confider ourfelves

extremely happy in having fet on foot a trade through Ivullia into Perfia by the Caf-

pian Sea; by which the moll lucrative part of the commerce of that empire will fall

into our hands, and may be juftly eftecmed the fruits of our great naval power, and
the eft'eds of fending our fquadrons into the Baltic, which gave the court of Peterf-

burg fuch an impreflion of our power to aflifl: or diftrefs them, as it is our intercft to

take care that time fliould never eflace.

c c a 20. Wc
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30. We promifed to hy fixnewhat of the ancient and prefent flate of the country

and people of Pcrfia, coniidered in a comparative light, and we will endeavour to exe-

cute this as fjcdnfl^ as pofllblo. The learned Dr. Hyde wrote an admirable treatife

in Latin, of the religion of the ancient Perfians ; a work equally curious and ufeful, and
tvhich, notwithftanding, was fo ill received by the public, that the l>o£tor boiled his tea-

kettle with the greateftpart of the impreflion, which has made it fo fcarce, that frt)m its

natural price of ten (hillings, or lefs, it is now fold for two guineas ; and even at that

price will not be efteemed dear by fuch as can judge of its real value. It is from this

learned book that we are informed of what we Ihould otherwife never have known,
that the ancient Perfians, on whom the Greeks bedowed the namaof Barbarians, were
in reality the beft governed, the poiited, and the moft civilized nation upon the face of
the earth. Their religion was far more incorrupt than thofe of Egypt, Greece, or
Rome, for they worfliipped only one Cnd ; and though they were over-run with fuper-

ftition, they never degenerated into atheifm or idolatry. The common people were,
from principle, extremely induftrious ; they cultivated their country with the utmoft

care, infomuch that thofe didrifls that are now fandy defarts were then perfefV gar-

dens ; and many rich and populous cities were feated in places that at this day are
wafle and howling wildernefles. Yet there even ftill remain clear and indifpurable

proofs of title truth of what this learned gentleman has afTerted, and thefe are of two
kinds ; Firft, The ruins and remains of this ancient magnificence, which even the iron

teeth of Time have not been able to dellroy, as appears from what the reader has been
told of Perfepolis ; and next, from the temper and difpofition of that remnant of the

ancient Perfees, Gubers, Gaurs, or fire-worfhippers, that are rtill left in this country

and in India, and who are, beyond all controvorfy, the mod qui^t, induftrious, and
moft inoffenfive nation, if we may yet ftyle them fo, on the face of the globe. The
feat of their prefent habitations is the wildcft and word part of the province of Kerman,
and yet even there the fmall didrids they polfefs, appear a kind of paradife in com-
parifon of the country about ; and by them thofe woollen duffs are wrought, which
the modern Perfians, from a true principle of luxury, think too good for any body's
wear but their own, and tflerefore never fuft'er them to be carried out of their

dominion!!:.

As for thefe people, it is no wonder that they have brought the fame difcredit upon
the large and fruitful provinces they inhabit, that the Turks have done upon the land of
Canaan ; and, indeed, it is the genius of the Mahometan religion to deface all marks
of former improvements, as well as to receive no benefit from fuch examples. The
wars, by which this empire has been continually walled fince it fell into the hands of
its prefent pofTeffors, has contributed not a little to thin it of people ; fo that now there

are not above a twentieth part of the people in Perfta that there were at the time that

Alexander invaded it. Btfides this, there are feveral nations fcattered up and down it,

that are rather vaffals than fubjefts to the Shahs, and live after the manner of the Tar-
tars in their tents. The want of a fettled nobility, and the little fecurity that the people

in general have for their fortunes, is another great obdacle to the cultivating their

lands, and the improvement of their cities. We may add to this, the revolutions and
civil wars which have been fo frequent in Perfia ; as alfo the incurfions of the Tartars

and other barbarous nations, from which they are hardly ever free. As to the iazinefs

and luxury of the Perfians, though it is in one fenfe a caufe of the wide diftlrenee be-

tween the pad and prefent date of their empire, yet confidered in another light, it is

the fource of what Uitle commerce they have } for as they are not willing to work

5 themfelves»
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themfelves, they are very ready to let other nations dwell amongft them ; and provided

they reap the fruits of their induftry, treat them fairly and civilly enough, without any

mixture of that haughty, infolent and unbridled temper which is fo hateful and fo into-

lerable among the Turks. Befides, as they fpend without the leaft confideration all they

get, thiil occafions a quick circulation of money, fo that the Armenians, Indians, and
other foreigners that live amongft them, pick up a tolerable livelihood, and are not

hnjxjfed upon and opprefled as in the territories of the Grand Signior.

It is the want of people that makes a great part of Perfia lie wafte and barren ; and
the natural fertility of the country is another caufe of this, for even the few parts

that are now cultivated produce much more than is neceflary for the fubfiftence of its in-

habitants ; and it is from thence that their trade and their riches arife ; for fincc there are

no mines now wrought in Perfia, what gold and filver they have comes into that

country by the purchafe of their filks, and other rich commodities ; whence the reader

will eafily difcern how powerful and how happy the people might be »mder a fettled

goveniment, that paid fome tolerable refpe£k to the welfare of its fubjeds ; bufafter

all, this is hardly to be hoped for while in the hands of the Mahometans, who, on the

one hand, are very little inclined to any kind of im'.uftry themfelves, and, on the other,

are very apt to be jealous of their ChrilUan fubjefts thriving, though they are the better

for it. While the Kullians were mafters of Gilan, which was but for a very (hort fpace,

the inhabitants were fo fenfible of the change, that there was nothing they dreaded fo

inu::h as returning again under the dominion of their old mafters ; and when this ac-

tually happened, great numbers of th:m quitted their habitations, and retired into the

neighbouring parts of Georgia, Dageftan and Armenia, that they might avoid falling

under the yoke of Thamas Kuli Kan, notwithftanding that was as light, at leaft in time

of peace, as any of the former Shahs.

21. It is to very little purpofe that we increafe the ftock of our knowledge by read-

ing, unitiV we enable ourfelves to make fome ufe of ir by refleftion ; as a trader does

not thrive by having his warehoufes ftocked with goods, but by his knowing where and

how to carry them to market. We fee plainly f; >m the defcription of the Perfian em-
pire, at the beginning of this fe£lion, that in point of territory the Sliah's of Perfia are

very little inferior to any of the great monarchs in the univerfe ; but we know experi-

mentally, that for all this the princes of ilsis country, from the time of Shah Abbas,

have made but a very indifferent figure, and ar ^ not like to make a better in time to

come. This (hews us the terrible effefts of arbitrary power, a thing ahogether infup-

portablc ; but from the wifdom of fome great princes, who by diflenibling and letting

It down, preferve it. Shah Nadir had this in his will, but never in his power ; he had
acquired his authority by being at the head of an army, and he lound it impoflible to

fuliain it any other way than by remaining at the head of it ; for he neither durit dif-

baiid his troops, nor could he truft them any longer than they wore employed ; this

was the true reafon of his Indian expedition, and this muft be the cafe till fuchtime as

the army by which he attained his fovereignty is in fome meafure worn out, and then, .

p; rhaps, the feeblenefs of the ftate may draw upon it foreign invafions.

If either the extent or the quality of countries could make princes eafy or happy, the

fovtrcigns of Perfia might be fo without making flaves of their fubjeds or difturbing

their neighbours. We may from hence alfo difcover the value of right principles with

regaid to induftry and commerce, which always include due refpeft to liberty and pro-

perty, without which the former can never fubfift, and the latter can never be attained,

'f we coukl with any probability fitppofe that a well-conftituted government could take

place, and be thoroughly eftablifiied in Perfia, it is very evident, that in the fpaco of a

century^
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century, not only the affairs, but the very face of the country would be changed ; their

great cities would be repeopled, the trade through Pcrfia to India and Tartary would be

revived, their fillt-works and manufaftures would be rcftorcd, and multitudes of people

would flock into all their provinces for the fake of that plenty which, in fuch a fuuation

of things, they would be fure to enjoy. But as this fuppnfition is on the one hand im-

probable, fo, on the other, it is very evident that for this very rcafou the Perfian mo-
narchy muft, for a long feries of years, continue broken and weak ; for it is by conw
merce only that the people of that country can become formidable ; for while, on the

one fide, they want a naval power to maintaii: the fovercignty of the Cafpian Sea, to

which they pretend, and, on the other hand, 10 have no fortreiri« of great llrength to

fecure their frontiers againft the Ulbeck 'J ariars on the north, and the Turks on the

weft, they will always be in danger from both thnfe neigiiboiiiK.

Thefe things a"e fo plain that they cannot be denied or dmibted. The fingle infcr-

ertce I would draw from this is, that lo far as human furcfight roaches there feems to

be a dlfpofition in Providence to overturn the JMahtmietan j)owers every where ; for if

we compare the prefent flate of things with the pafl;, wc cannot help feeing that they

are much in the fame fituation that the Greeks were at the time th^-ir empire began to

decline ; and though it may be fome centuries before their total deilrudii)ii comes on,

Vet we mufl: fliut our eyes againft evidence if we are not convinced that it is coming.

We muft indeed allow that there are fome vifionary people here in Kurope who appre-

hended mighty things from the Shah Nadir, and believed that he would overwhelm the

Turkifti empire ; but there was no kind of rcafon for tliis, except the known weaknefs

of that empire ; and if it were not for thi-, we might with more reafon exptdl that the

Turks, at this junflure, fliould make fome imprtflion upon Perfni, which however 1

am perfuaded will not happen. But if the feuds of Chriilian princes were once laid

afleep, there is no improbability in the conje£lure, that the Rullians might make thein-

fclves mafters, at Icaft, of fome of the provinces of thi.s empire which lie ncareft to the

Cafpian Sea ; and, whenever it fliall happen, it may prove a beginning to much greater

revolutions, fince there are multitudes of Chriftians in the adjacent countries, who are

either of the Greek religion or very little removed from it ; and if their fpirits fhould

once revive, the weaknefs of the Mahometans, both here and elfev.-here, would be
quickly feen. I know very well how little heed the prefent generation will give to re-

marks of this nature ; but I flatter myfelf, that how weak or how impertinent foever

they may be now cftccmed, experience will juRify them to pofterity.
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Commerce, and other Particulars ; together with fome curious Obfcrvations on the Nature of the Silk

Trade, and a Computation of the annual Balance in favour of Perfia.

CoUelled at wellfrom Private Memo'in, asfrom Accounlt that have been puH'i/hed.

I. An Introductory Account of the SubjeSl of this Sedion, the Difficulty of Drawing Na-
tional Charadcrsy the likcUeJi Way of coming at the Truth, the general Temper, Difpo-

fiiion and Genius of the modern Per/tans.— 2. Of their Perfons, Drefs, great Value of

their Turbans, and of the Magnificence and Profufon into -which all Ranks of People

are apt to run in that Country, in every Thing that regards Appearance and Equi-

page.— 3.0/" the Women's Habits, their Painting, their Head-drcffes ufually adorned

-jJith Feathers, frequently fet out with Jewels, and more efpecially with Pearls, which

were ejieemed the befl in the World,fo long as the Perfians were poffeffed of the Jfland

of Baharcn.— 4. The manner of living in Perfia, the Method of eating and drinking,

their Ciijloms at their Meals, the commonnefs of Cooks-Shops and Ordinaries amongfi

them, and of the open and general Hofpitality in Perfia.— 5. A View of their Enter-

tainments, the Ceremonies and Civilities that pafs uponfuch Occafions, their laudable

Temperance and great Sobriety, and of the Manner in which, by the Vjc of Opium, they

fupply their Want of Jirong Liquors. — 6. 21je Manner of Travelling in Perfia, the

Nature of Caravans, hoiv they fupply the Want of Wheel-Carriages, of their Foot-Pojls,

and of the wonderful Swifhufs of their Shatirs or Running-Footmen.—
J- Of their

id Mechanics of all Sorts, the Ncatmfs of fome and the Inexpertncfs of

Mahometans from becoming Merchants ; with fome political Remarks upon ih,/i Sub-

y^.fl.— g. The Nature of the Fngtijh Trade in Perfia, the Mcafurcs, Weights, Money,

ages (iri/in^ jr'J/ll l/Ji.- liCtM smut iu irjui j-.'i.j,ir t, i/jr (ju^/j JL\iij/,(i, •— i i . VJ jrjori

Rcprcfcntation of the Value of Silk, conftdcrcd as the Staple Commodiiy of Perfia, and of

the Advantages that would refult to this Nation by the joint Endeavours of the Ruffian,

Levant, ana Eaji India Companies, to import Perfian and China Silks on the cheapcjl:

Terms pojjlble.

1. A FTER taking a view of the country of Perfia, and its produft of all kinds, it is

X V very natural for us to come next to the inhabitants, for whofe fake tlie other

dcfcriptlon was htlU neccllary, and made intirely with a view to render this more clear

and
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and intelligible. It mud indeed be owned, that there is fomething very difficult and
haziirdous in attempting to charafterife a whole nation, and nothing is more common
than inflances even of great authors falling into miftakes on this head ; yet as the thing

is neceifary, (o it is alfo very feafible'; nations certainly have their charaflers as well ai

private men, and thefe are frequently hit, though to be fure fometimes they are mif-

taken.

The means of hitting them, Li to obferve carefully the points In which all travellers

agree, for thefe, without doubt, are founded in truth and nature ; when a fufficient

number of thefe are fixed, they will ferve to guide you in the reft, for the humours of

men, though of feveral forts, and vaftly different from each other, yet have a conneftiou

among themfelves, that is to fay, one humour aftbrts with and joins eafily with another,

while there are fome humours that never come together, or are found in the fame
i)reafts. That there really is fuch a thing as national charadei's appears from hence,

that the inhabitants of the fame country, through a great diverfity of ages, and de-

fcribcd by authors of various difpofitions, keep pretty nearly the fame chara£ler ; of
this the defcription of the people of Paris, by the Emperor Julian, is a remarkable in-

(tance, and others might be mentioned, if that before us were not as good a one as any

of the reft ; for whoever confiders attentively what is faid of the temper, genius and
cuftoms of the Perfians, independent of their religion and government, by the Greek
and Latin writers, and compares thefe with the writings of modern travellers, will be

amazed to fee what a conformity there is between them, and be from thence convinced

that national characters are nothing lefs than imaginary. But to come to the point, and
to that defcription which will juftify this obfervation, at the fame time that it carries on
the thread of our difcourfe, and performs the proper bufinefs of this fecUon.

The Perfians are men of bright parts, and abundance of vivacity, fond of glory, and
known to excel their neighbours of India in point of courage, infomuch that the Mogul
prefers them to the greateft pofts both in his court and army ; and as they were ob«

i'erved anciently to be of all men the moft civil and obliging, they retain the fame dif<

pofition to this day, efpecially towards foreigners, who adinire their hofpitality and
benevolence ; they are far from being guilty of that brutifli behaviour towards Chrif-

tians as the Turks are ; what they feem to be moft juftly and univerfally charged with,

is vanity and profufion in their cloaths, their equipages and number of fervants ; as to

voluptuoufnefs in eating and drinking, this does not appear to be their vice, at leaft we
are much more guilty of it in Europe ; for the greateft part of their food is rice, fruits,

and garden ftuff ; they have not any great variety of flefh, neither have they many
ways of drefling it

;
pilo feems to be the ftanding difh, even among thofe of the bcft

quality. An<i as for ilrong liquors, though they drink them now and then by ftealth,

^runkennefs is very far from being common ; liquor is never forced, and every man
cnay retire from an entertainment without ceremony when he (ees fit, without a breach

of good manners.

No people have a greater genius for poetry, infomuch that there is not a feftival or

entertainment made but a poet is introduced and defired to oblige the company with his

compofKions ; and thefe gentlemen are often found with a crowd about them in colFec-

houfes, and other places of public refort. I'he Perfians are by fome looked upon to

be very covetous; hut by this they muft mean covetous in getting, for as to hoarding

up money they are generally abfolved. They only get that they may fpend, and when
they have furnifhed themfelves with an equipage, houfe and gardens fuitable to their

mind, they rather lay out their money in building caravanferais, mofques, and on other

|)ublic occafions, than let it lie by them, infomuch that fome travellers obferve that there

arc
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are no people w the world that take lefs thought for to-morrow. A man who happens

to have eight oi*ten thoufand pounds fall to hiui, lliall in a few weeks lay it out in pur-

chafing wives and (laves, clothing and furniture, without confidering where he fhall

meet a fupply, and in two or three months alter you will fee him difpofing of them
again for fubfiftence. Thefe people, it is obferved, have a great command of their

paflions ; they are not eafily moved, and when they are, it proceeds very feldom to

blows. The quarrel generally ends in ill language, and perhaps ibme hearty curies

;

and to funi up all, they call one another Jews or Chriftians. They arc of a very in-

fniuating addrefs, and a moft obliging behaviour j few European nations are more
polite.

2. The Perfians are generally of a good flature, well fhapod, clean limbed, and of

agreeable features, and, in Georgia and the northern provinces, of an admirable com-
plexion ; towards the fouth they are a little upon the olive. However, the great men
having had their wives and concubines chiefly from Georgia and Circaflia, for a hun-
dred years part, their complexions are very much mended even in the fouthern pro-

vinces. Their eyes and their hair are generally black, and they wear only one lock

on the crown of their heads, like other Mahometans, by which they expeft Mahomet
will lift them up to Paradile.

As to their beards, the Shah and the great officers of Rate, and foldiery, wear only

long whilkers on the upper lip, which, joined to a tuft of hair on the upjier part of their

cheeks, grow to a very enormous fize, infomuch that fome of them, it is faid, are near

half a foot long. Their mollahs and religious people wear their beards long, only

clipping them into form, and the conunon jjeople clip their beards pretty Ihort, but

none of the Perfians fuller any hair to grow upon their bodies. They wear large tur-

bans on their heads, fome white, and others flriped with red or other colours, and the

great men have flowers of gold and fdver woven or marked on the cloih. Tiiey have

alfo a fcull-cap under their turban, and all together docs not weigh lefs than leven oi*

eight pounds, fometimes a great deal more. Next to their fliins they wear a fliirt of

coloured filk or calico, generally blue, which they feldom or never walh ; this lliirt has

an open bofom, but neither neck nor wriftbands, and is made clofe to the arm ; they

have alfo a pair of breeches, or rather drawers, clofe before, they reach liuh^ down
their legs ; their (lockings are made of woollen cloth, but not at all (liaped to the l;.'g

j

over the (hirt they wear a waiftcoat, and upon thefe a coat with clofe flceves, and but-

tons and loops before, tied with a farti ; this is wide at bottom, and hangs a little below

their knees ; btfidcs this, they put on another coat frequently, without fieeves, the

upperinoft coat being the (hortclt, and in the winter time over all they have another

loofe coat- linnil with furs : infl:ead of (hoes they have piqued flipper;?, turned up at the

toes, and made of Turkey leather, which are neither tied nor buckled, and when they

ride they have hoots of yellow leather ; their bridle,, faddles and houfmg are immo-
derately fine, being almoll covered with gold ; the houfing is fo large that it alnioll

hides the hinder p:u-: uf the horfe, and whether on fioot or on horfcbnck they wear a

broad fword, and a orice or poniard. Their ladies have alfo a dagger at their fides,

efpeciali)' thole of high rank.

3. The garb of liie women is not very diflerent from that of the men, except it

be that the women neither Wear turbans on their heads, nor faihcs about their

waifls, and their coats (U- vefts reach alrnofl down to their heels. If ever they go into

the (Ireets, which women of quality feldom do, they have a white veil which covers them
from head to foot. The girls wear a ftifteiicd cap upon their heads, turned u[) like a
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hunting-cap, with a heron's feather in it, their hair being made up in trefles, and falling

d(nvn their backs to a very great length, and the quality have pearls iflid JLnvels inter-

woven and mixed with their hair. The married women comb their hair back, and
having bound it about with a broad ribbon, or rich tiara, fet with jewels, which looks

J he a coronet, let the rc(l of their hair fall gracefully down their (houlders, than which

there cannot be a more becoming drefs. As for gloves, neither men nor women ever
' V'car them, but their arms and fingers are ufually full of rings and bracelets enriched

with jewels.

As black hair is the mod common, fo it is in mofl; efteem, and the thickcfl: and
broadeft eye-brows are thought the fined ; the women, if their eye-brows be not black,

will colour them, and commonly paint their faces ; they rub their hands and f;.'et with

an orange-coloured pomatum. Some will have feathers ftand upright in their tiara,,

and others have a firing of pearls or precious ftones fattened to it, which hangs down
between their eye-brows ; they wear alfo jewels in their cars, and rows of pearls fall

down their temples as low as the neck, and in fomc provinces bordering on India, they^

have jewels in their noftrils, which to the Europeans do not feem very becoming, for

hanging down to the mouth it makes them look as if they had hare-lips, but the ladies

of Ifpalian never wear thefe nofe-jcwcls. Their necklaces are either gold or pearl

;

they fall upon the bofom, and there always hangs a little golden box to them, filled

with mofl reviving perfumes.

As their clothes are of the richcfl flowered and brocaded filks, it appears that their

drefs is no inconfiderable article in Perfia, where people of mean fortunes endeavour to

vie with the quality, and will have fine clothes though they want food. An ordinary

turban cannot be purchaled under ten pounds, and they frequently give twice as

much ; and they mull: have variety of them, left they fliould be known by their clothes.

Their falhes alio are brocaded, and colt from twenty to a hundred crowns, and over

this they have frequently another'of camel's hair, of which the workmanfliip is fo cu-

rious thiit it feldom cofts lefs. '^I'hofe who wear fables, which they will not be without

if they can purchafe them, feldom pay lefs than a hundred pounds for a clofe bodied

coat ; all this, with the rich furniture and equipage they have when they ride out,

amounts to a vaft fum ; and this, as it well may, keeps them exceeding poor. The
conmion mode of living is thus :

A. Early in the morning they ufually drink a difli of coffee. About eleven they go
to dinner, when they eat mekms, fweetmeatj;, fruit, cheefe, curds or milk, but their

principal mc;il is in the evening, when you may depend on a di(h of pilo, which is boiled

rice well buttered, and feafoned with a fowl, a piece of mutton or kid ferved up with

it : they have an excellent way of boiling their rice all over the Eaft, the water is per-

fectly dried away, by that time the rice is enough, after which they feafon it with fpices,

and mix faffron or turmerick with it, giving it a yellow, or what other colour they think

fit ; but there is very litile variety either in their food or way of drefling it ; if they

Jiave a large joint, it is baked inflead of being roaflcd, but their ufual way is to cut their

flcfli into little flices, and fpitting or Ikevveiing them together, roall them over a charcoal

fire, and whether they boil or roaft, it is always done to rags, or it would be impoffiblc

to pull the meat to pieces whh their hands, as they do without knives or forks. Pork
is never e;itcn here any more than veal, nor do they eat hares or other animals pro-

hibiretl to the Jews, beef but feldom ; they do not deal much in venifon, fillt or wild

fowl, they (Irefs only plain difhes, being Itrangers to h a fl»es, ragouts and other com-
pounds, and feldom have any other fauce than a flice of lemon or ibme pickles. Bre-ad

y\ they
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they have baked in thin cakes the moment they ufe it, but eat much more rice. They
ule no beaten pepper, only whole, and not abundance of fait in their feafoning.

Tier is there any brought to table : meat is never falted before it is dreflcd. They
ufually kill their meat and fowls the fame day they ufe tliem, and fet by nothing to bo

e;iten cold.

They fit down crofs-legged at their meals, and a cloth is fpread upon the carpet.

Then one of the perfons who has the provifion before him, diflributes rice and flefli to

the company. 'I'hey ufe no fpoons, except for foup and liquids, but take up their rice

by handfuls. They feldom fit above half an hour at table. They wafli botli before

and after {heir meals, making ufe of their handkerchiefs inftead of a towel. The com-
mon people of Ifpahan feldom drefs their viduals at home, but when they hava fhut up
their <hops of an evening, go flraight to the cooks, of which there are great numbers in

tliat city, ami buy pilo for their families,, The cooks have kettles or coppers fixed in

brick-work in their Ihops, and floves, over whieh they drefs moft of their meat, making
fcarce any ufe of chimnies. It is remarkable of the Perfians, that they are fo far from
(liutting their doors at their meals, that they invite every one to eat with them who
happens to come to their houfes.

5. When a pcrfon makes an entertainment, it is ufually a fupper, notwithllanding

which the guells generally come at nine or ten in the morning, and fpend the whole
time at the place to which they are invited. They difcourfe, they fmoke, eat fweet-

nieats, and pafs away the lime with a thoufand amufements ; fometimes they hear poems
repeated in honour of their prince, fometimes the finging women are introduced, who
fiug, and dance, and play and (how antic tricks to divert the company ; and if any one
of the guells are difpofed to withdraw with any of thefe dancing-girls, they are fliewn

into a private room, and when they return nobody takes any notice of it. When fupper

is ferved up, the fon, or fome relation of the mailer of the houfe, takes the honours of

the feafl: upon him, and helps the guefis to their meat.

They generally provide variety of iherbets on thefe occafions, their ufual drink being

nothing but fair water, and even this, it feems, they drhik with ice ; it is the employ-
ment therefore of abundance of people about Ifpahan, in the wintcr-fealbn, to heap up
vafl: quantities of ice together, and keep it in repofitorics under ground all the fum-
mer, when they fell it to great advantage. W^inc ':. made in feveral provinces of Perfia ;

but the Armenians and other Chrillians drink the greateil; fliare of it. The oflicers

will indeed fometimes indulge themfelvcs in this liquor, and other people drink it as

they pretend for their health, but that is not common ; much the greateil part of it is

either tranfportcd to the neighbouring countries, or drank by the Chrillians who are

difperfed through the Perfian dominions.

But thole who abilain from wine out of confcience, becaufe it is prohibited by law,

raife their fpirits witli opium, bung, poppy-feed, and other intoxicating ingredients.

The Perfians, like other eallern nations, take pills of opium, which fome of ttiem gra-

dually incrcafe to fuch a dofe as would dellroy half a dozen Europeanp. Within an
hour after they have taken the pill it begins to operate, and a thouiant pleaiant fcenes

prcfent thcmfelves to their imagination ; they laugh and fing, and fay abundance of hu-
morous things like men intoxicated with wine ; but after the eflcft of it is gone ofl', they

find their fpirits exhaullcd, and grow penfive and melancholy till they repeat the dofc

again ; and i'ome make it fo neceil'ary to them that they cannot live without it. There
is alfo a decotlion of the feed of poppies, fold in moft cities of Perfia, an.l in thefe houfes

you will fee people looking and talking as men do when they are drank : as long as

D u 2 they
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they keep to the letter of the la\r, and abftain from wine, it is no matter how much they

diforder themfclves, they think they fhall never be accountable for that.

6. There are no wheel-carriages in this country, but all people travel upon c&mels,

horfes, mules or alles. The women, who are to be concealed as much as pofllble, are

put into a fquare wooden machine, of which they hang one on each fide of a camel

;

they are about three feet deep, and juft large enough for one to fit down in, and over
head are three or four hoops like thofe which fupport the tilt of a waggon, with a cloth

thrown over them. Their affes arc much larger and nimbler than ours, and will trot

ten miles at a pretty good rate, but they are very obdinatc, and frequently throw their

riders. People uiually travel in this country with the caravan, confming of four or five

hundred camel ., befides other beafts, and there is no place where they travel with greater

fecurity and lefs expence, there being caravanferais at proper diftances, where they

have their lodging gratis, and purchafe provifion at the bell hand ; and though the

roads are frequently lleop and mountainous, yet fuch care is taken in laying bridges

and caufcways, and to level and enlarge the ways, that a traveller feldom meets with

any difficulties but what are eafily furmounted.

Here are no general pods, but if any perfon has letters to fend, he difpatches a fliatir

or footman witli them on purpofe, who will travel a thoufand miles in eighteen or
twenty days, and not afk more than twenty pence or two Ihillings a day for his trouble :

they c.irry with them a bottle of water, and a little bag of provifion, which ferves them
thirty or forty houi*s : they generally leave the high road, and crofs over the country

the neareft way. There are a great many families which make this their only employ-
ment, and breed their children up to it, obliging them to run from their infancy.

The Shah and all the great men have feveral of thefe fhatirs or footmen in their re-

tinue, but before a man can be admitted one of the imperial footmen, he muft give a
very extraordinary proof that he does not want heels or breath ; for he muft run from
the great gate of the palace, called Aly Capi, to a place a league and a half from the

city, twelve times in one day, and every time bring an arrow along with him, which is

delivered him by thofe who ftand at the end of the race, to (hew that he has run the

whole courfe ; and this he performs, between fun-rife and fun-fet, in thirteen or fourteen

hours at moft, being no lefs than a hundred and eight miles. It is always fome fa-

vourite fervant of the Shah's who is admitted to this honour. On the day of trial the

elephants and horfemen are drawn up in the royal fquare, with the mufic, drums and
trumpets founding, and as if it was a feftival. All the great men make prefents to the

fiiatir, and feveral of them ride the courfe with him to ingratiate theml'elvcs with the

Shah ; and the mob attend him every time he returns with their fhouts and acclama-

tions. The chams and viceroys who admit a fhatir into their fervice, make him run

the fame number of miles, and they are careflfed and prefented by all their dependents

in the fame manner the royal fhatirs are, though not fo largely ; for it is a very com-

mon thing to foe the Shah's fliatir prefented with above a thoufand pounds on fuch an

occafion. 1 his is a very ftrong mark of the fpirit of this nation, and of that difpofition

they have to difplay their generofity, fometimes at the expence of juftice, but without

regard to prudence always.

7, With refped to their artificers, manufacturers and common tradefmen, the regu-

lations that are made in this country are extremely well-contrived, for every company
has a head or maftcr, who with a fjnall number of his brethren, form a kind of council,

and fettle fuch rules and orders, for the general benefit of fuch as are engaged in the

particular brai:ch of trade he fuperintcnds, as to him and them feem requifite. Whoever
2t intcnd.s
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intends to fct up a trade, goes to the mafter and regifters his name and abode, and no en-

quiry is made who was his mader, or whether he underftands the bufinefs or not ; nor

is there any reftraint laid upon them that they- fhall not encroach upon aAy other pro-

frffion ; for inflance, the braziers are at liberty to make fdver veffels, as they frequently

do, without being in danger of any diiturbance from the filverfmiths. Neither do they

take apprentices for a number of years, but hire their fervants, and allow them wages

from the fird day they entertain them. Every trade almoft is bound to work for the

Shah whenever he requires it, and thofe who are not, pay an annvil tax to the govern-

ment for an exemption.

Their armourers make very good broad fword blades, and damafk them as well as

any F.uropean. The barrels of their fire-arms are not amifs, they make them very

ftrong, and as thick at the muzzle as at the breech. Their Itocks are but ill contrived,

being thin and light at the butt, and not fit for a man's flioulder ; and for locks to

their guns, or any other locks that have fprings, they do not pretend to make theuv

any more than watches or clocks, which they either purchafe abroad, or employ Eu-

ropean workmen to make for them. Knives, razors, fcilfirs and fome other cutlery

wares they make very well, and little fteel mirrors, which tliey ufe inflead of looking-

glaffcs ; tlu?y are almoft all convex, and the air is fo perfedtly dry, that they feldom

rull or grow dull. The art of making looking-glaflbs they do not underftand, but

have thi'iu from Europe. However, they have a manufadure of glafs, which fervcs

for windows and bottles. The glafs of Shiraz is the beft in the country.

As the ufc of the bow is what the Perfians value thcmi'elves much upon, there are

no when- better bows made ; the chief materials are wood and horn, with finews bound
about them ; they are painted and varniflied, and made as fine as poflible. The bow-

ftring is of twiftcJ filk, of the bignefs of a goofe-quill ; their quivers of leather, em-
broidered or worked with filk. This is a trade they are as well verfed in as any thing,

efpecially the gold or filver embroidery, either on cloth, filk or leather. They cover

their faddles and houfings almoft with embroidery, and their ditching of the leather is

much beyond any thing we do. Their faddles are made after the Morocco model, and.

the ftirrups mighty fhort ; they have a kind of breait-plate to them, and where we ufe

braffes about our furniture, their men of quality have gold. The leather which we
call Turkey leather, from its coning to us through that country, is all made in Perfia.

The fhagrecn alfo comes from thence, which is made of the fkin of an als's rump.

The tanners drefs their coarfe fkins with lime, and ufe no bark, but fait and galls in-

ftead of it.

The making earthen ware is another manufadture the Perfians excel in ; it is much,

beyond the Dutch, and fome fay almoft equal to china ware. The places where it is

chiefly made, are,. Shiraz, Metfch, Yefd, and at Kernian : and mending of glafs and

earthen ware, is a particular trade in Perfia ; they will drill holes through them, and.

faftVn the pieces together, fo that a broken bowl or plate will hold liquids, as well as

it did at firit. Their gold wire drawers, and thrcad-twiflers are artifts alio in their way

;

they will draw apiece weighing a dnichm, to the length of three hundred Perfian ell..

Their lapidaries underftand the grinding of fuft ftones, and cutting them pretty well.

Their dying is preferred to any thing of that kind in Europe, which is not afcribed

fo much to the artift, as to the air, which being dry and clear, gives a liveliiiefs to.

the colours, and fixes them.

The Perfian tailors work very neatly ; and as the mens' clothes are made of the

richeft flowered and brocaded filks, they are fitted exadlly to their bodies without the

Icaft wrinkle, and their fowing is incomparably beyond that of our workmen, as the.

fine-
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fine materials they work on require it fliould. They work flowers alfo upon rliclr carpeti,

culhioiis and window-curtains, I'o very nicely, that they look as it" they were paii.teil.

Will) tailors, we muil not forget to mention their barbers, who are no Ids excellent

in their wayj lor they will fliavc the head almoll at half a ilo/.cn flrokes, and have fo

light a hand, that you can i'carco feci them ; they ufe only cold water, am' hold no

bafon under your chin as with us, but have their water in a cup, about the bignefs of

a little china did) : alter they have Ihaved a man, they cut the nails of his foot and

hands, wiih a little iroh inflrument like a bodkin, fliarp at the end ; then they llrelcli

his arms, rub and chafe his flelh, which is an anmfement, that the Europeans as well

as the natives are plcafed with, in thefe hot countries. But notwithlbmding this, thcTo

artills are nothing comparable in their way to thofc of India, and thefo again fall as

fhort of the Chinefe barbers.

8. We are now to proceed to the more material parts of the IVrfiai^ commerce,
from whence their national riches ilow, and by which they draw to themfclvis the

wealth of other countries; fur as we before obi'erved, gold and filver arc no longer

the produce of Pcrfia, but are brought thither in paymont for their commodities.

Silks are the principal manufactures of the country, fuch as talVatics, tabbies, fatins

and fdk mixed with cotton or camel and goats-hair, brocades and gold tifluc, of the

fmglc brocade there a hundred forts, the double are called duroy or two faces, bccaufo

-both fides are equally good ; they are thj richefl that arc to be mot with any where
;

and the gold velvet which is wrought in I'erfia is admirable ; all their rich flulfs are

very durable ; the gold or filver does not wear off" or tarnilh while the work lafis, but

keeps its colour and brightnefs. Tho fined looms for thefo fluffs are at Ifpahan, Caflian

and Yefd. Thofe for carpets are chiefly madj in the province of Kirman, what arc

commonly called Turkey carpets are indeed I'erfian but obtained that name from being

brought to us by way of Turkey.

The camel hair fluffs arc made in Carmania, it is mighty foft and fmootb, and almofl

as fine as beaver wool, but the fUilVs they make with it are not very flrong. Camlets

and filk, and worlled druggets aro made in the fame province. Goats-hair fluffs arc

made in Hyrcania, and near ihegulf of Balfor,!. There is fome callico-cloth made
in Perfia, and they know how to paint and Itain it, but it h not comparable to the

Indian callicocs. A merchant is a very honourahlo profeilion In I'erfia, and the more
fo, bocaulo there is no fuch thing as hereditary nobility, which defcends from father to

fon ; as to thole in great pofls, their honour and their profits terminate with the office;

and their lives and fortunes are both in perpetual hazards, elpecially under a vvevk and

cruel Prince. The trader feems more independent than any other lubjed, and notwiih-

llandiiig the government be defpotic, they are ufually enc<mraged, becaufe they bring

in a confiderable revenue to the crown ; and another thing is, tJie greatell miniflersdo

not think the bufinefs of a merchant beneath them, even the Shah liindelf, within our

remembrance, has had his fadors and agents in the neighbouring kingdoms, and ex-

ported filks, brocadcF, carpets, and other rich goods, and his ai^ronts at tho Mogul's

£0urt, and elfewherc, iiavo frequently lud the character of ambairadors conferred upon
then), when indeed their bufinefs was chiefly commerce.

AU bufinefs of confequence is carried on in Perfia by brokers, who are very cunning;

after they have agreed and talked over the matter at the fcllers-houfe, they agree about

the price upon their fingers, putting their hinds under a cloth ; the finger's end it

feems (land for one, the bent finger for five, and the flraight for ten, the hand open for

a hundred, and if (hut a thoufand ; and they keep fo even a countenance all the while

U)ey arc tranfadting the affair, that it is impofTible for a ftander-by to gather any thing

frotij
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frtini the circuniHanccs. lUit notwithftancling the Mahometans are the governing part

of (hi' CDiintry, flic-y arc u^t the grca'cfl foreign traders. The Arnieiiiaa Cliriiliaiis,

will llanians otlnilia, hav;.- nuidi ihchxrgcfl fhirc. , u; . •;•,
.

The Mahometan IVrfians trade from one province of their own country to another,

and to India pretty much, but the Armenianti manage the whole European trade ; one

rcafon whereof is, that the Mahometans do rot care to go into Chriftian countries,

becaufe they cannot there obferve the cudoms their rclij^ion prtfcribes, for th.ir law it

Jcems forbid them to cat (lefli killed or drolVi-d by a man of a diftjrent religion, or drink

out of the fame cup with him, and even proiiihits the touching of perfons in fome cir-

cumftances, whom th-.'y look iipim to be polluted. Another thing, which is a difad-

vantage to their trade y., that the taking up money at intered is unlawful, though they

arc at liberty to make what advantage they can in buying and felling. It appears from

liencc, that from the very nature of their religion, all Mahometan powers iland ex-

cluded from commerce, and this is the true fi-cret of the declenfion of their goveni-

iiicnts ; for as trade produces fhipping, as (hipping in procefs of time begets naval

power, and as it is a maxim, jadified in' e>;perience, as well as founded iu rcafon, th;it

naval power will in the erid get the better of all other power ; it follows that the Ma-
hometans wanting this, can only prey upon each other by land, from whence ri-volu-

lions in power, but no accellion of power can ever arife. Whereas if Chriftians fhould-

turn their ;'rir.;j upon the Maliometaiis, fo as to make conqueds, and come into pof-

feffion of their countries, the cafe would be altered, their connnerce would follow them,

;ind the new erefted principalities would in a (hort fpaceof time acquire a naval power,

and fo be in a condition to extend their conqueds at the expence of their Mahometan
iseighbours.

9, We are indebted to Mr. Lockycr for the bed, indeed for the only tolerable

account we have of the method trade is carrii-d on in Perfia, and therefore from, hiin

we mud borow what is necedary for the reader'^; information upon that fubjeft. Their

j;reat weights are muunds only, and thefj dilfor according to the nature of the

lonmiodiiiL'S to be d(.Iivered by them. Sugar, copper, tutanag, all forts of drugs, Sec.

arc fold by the maund fabrees ; which in the factory and the cudom-houfe is nearcd

fix pounds ;ind three quarters, moirdupois ; but hi the bazar it is not above fix

pounds and a quarter, which one ought to have regard to in buying out of the Ihops.

l-iatables and all forts of fruit, as rice, raifins, prunels, almonds, onions, &c. are

f )ld by the mauud copara of fevcn pounds and three quarters in the fadory, and from
levcn p;nmds and a quarter to feven pounds and a half in the bazar. Fine goods, as,

gold, filvcr, nuifl;, acheen, camphire, bezoar, coral, amber, cloves and cinnamon, oili,

dried china, filk, i<c. are fold by the mifcal, fix of which are conniionly counted an
-.-.voirdupois ounce ; its jud v, eight is 2 dw. 23 gr. 24d. ps. troy. The maund (haw is

two maund tabrees, ufed at Ifpahan. All bargains in Gambron are made for fhahees,

and the company keep their accounts in them, reckoning them worth four-pence each,

though that coin is rarely met with, but in its ftead coz and mamoodas are current

(.very where. 1 lories, camels, houfes, kc. are generally fold by the toman, which

is two hundred fliahees, or fifty abaflos, and they ufually reckon their cdates that way;
fuch a one, they fay, is worth fo many tomans, as we lay, pounds in England, 'i'he

kree is ufed about Ifpahan, nor are abaffes to be got without allowing fevcn or eight

per cent, for the difference in exchange, yet returns to Tort St. George, and other

parts of India, are commonly made with them. Next to thefe, zechins are the moft
profitable ; there are feveral forts of them, but the Venetian is better than the red by
4.)ne and a half or two per cent, at Surat, and fcvcral other ports on the Makbar coads,

whither
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Tvhithcr vaft nmntitiM arc fent every year. When a parcel of Venetian ducafs are

mixi<il witli otheni, the whole goes by the natnc of zechins of Surat ; but wlu-ti tttcy

arc I'eparated, one fort is called Venetians, and all the others gul)bi'ra indifllrently.

The Knglifh Kaft India Company, as has been obfervcd, do not only receive the

fum of three thoufand three hundred and thirty-thrce pounds fix (hillings and eight-

ponce of the government of Perfia, in Ucu of the fervice the Company did them in

taking the ifland of Ormus from the Portugueze, but ihey h;wc an excmpdon alio from
cufloms, and whatever fliips irade under tlieir protetlion have the like exemption, only

paying the following port charges, vi/. two per cent, on the lale of goods to tlie ('onu

pany, one per cent, confulage to the agent, one per cent, to ilu: broker. IJoat or

iranky hire for landing goods is thirty niamoodas per 2000 maund tabrees. Ilamulg.:e,

or cooly hire at weighmg, one coz of every twenty maiuul tabrees. The Company do
not meddle at all with the trade between Perfia and India; this iIk-v leave allo«;cther

to their lartors ami fervants, and to I'uch country fliips and private traders ; . pii them-

felves under thdr protedlion, and are content to pay the port duties ab p > iti< ned.

It is to be obferved, that the Turkey company having always h;i.' an oj)pc cui.ity of

fending great quantities into Perfia from Aleppo, abated much ofta . coNiinerco which

the agents of the Ead-India company would otherwifo have cried v a ,!iat empire.

Of late the Rullia company have alio interfered in tir' ; tra. , by tranljjcrting great

quantities of Knglifli goods by the Cafpiaa Sea; and it if
;
•' rally beliovcd, that fo

long as we maintain an amicable corrclpondence wi'li the court of Per-rlburgh, this

trade will not only go on, but increafe, which nmd be attended wiih great advantages

to the nation. As this appears to be a matter il far greater conltquence to us than

:uiy thing that has occurred in this fedion, it is but reafonable that the [mint (houKl be

fully cxpl.iined, as well for the advantage of the prcfent age, as lor the benefit of

pofterity.

10. In ordcT to fet this ad'air in as clear a light as it is polFible, we fliall olifervc,

that all foreign cuinm('i.iities are brought into Periia by four great routes ; and that by
each of thefe, more or lefs of liriiilh commodities have been, or may be introduced

into this countrv. v here thiiv always has been, and, if we are true to our interifi,

there always muil o.-, a very high demand for them. Of thefe routes the iirlt is that of

Balfora, or Ballora, ;i great city at the bottom of the IVrhan GuU, fubjed to its own
Prince, and .1 kind ot emporium or magazine of Tuiliilh, Pirfiau, and Indian com-
modities, i'he goods thai .Ire brought hitlier fur the Pcrlian market, come by land by

the caravan Iroin Aleppo, in about thirty days, and are tranfporti-J from thence either

t') Hitidar AbaHi, <ir llpahan. It is by this caravan that the lurk.y company tranfport

Knglilh cloths into Perfia in exchange for lilk, whicli they purcliafe at Aleppo, and
eonloquiiitly this trade is either greater or Kfs, according to tlie good correlpondence

between the two t-mpires of Turkey and Perha. By tins means alio we were led into

errors about carpets, k-ather, and other commodities whkh pais for 'I'urkilh, becaul'e

import'.'tl by the 'I'urkey company from 'I'urk.y, ihougii really of Perlian growth and
manufacture.

The next great ute is that of Ganibro,, r, l>..7"^:r Abaf 'th r^-lpeCt to which we
have air ad y given a large account frr > 'i . w > v^er. Goods are bj'ought hither by

fea, but noi din-clly, as many appreheuu, irom England ; on the contrary, they come
from fonie Indian pv)it, and confecjuently are charged witii a very hi;;h freight, and with

other incid(.nt charges, which render them very iK'ar ; iiv>t\vi'.hitaui.iing which, in tin ..

of peace, and when things are well leltled in Perlia, the Shah keeping his court at

Ispahan, there was large vcat for iheui, and our agent there lived with all the poui{>

auu
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and fplendour of a prince. The reader will eafily dlfccrn from hence, hew ercat a

change niu(l have been wrought in the traffic ,irrii\l on hv this canal, by inc dif-

turbanc's which laflcd fo many years in Perfiii, .uk! bv the ch.itige of the capital of
fhat enipiri , vhith is now reinovt'd to a prodigious dillai from lk;ii!iir Abafli ; and if

h'i dtHres aivy proof of this fact, tht-ir calling the Eiij^lilh agcnw from ll'pi.li<in ami
Bandar Al"fli may pals for incontcftiblc ^-viih-nce.

The third roiifr is that through India to Dolt, whi( h, as we have fhcwn in the de-

fcriptioii of the Pcrfian -iiipiro, is the eallero magazine, as liamUir Abalh is the fouth-

ern, and Haffaro is the wtilern tor all that enter into l'( iTiii. liy this means it is very

far from hf'ing iinpnllible that the Ka(l India C!ompany Uioilil utUoducc Engiilh goods
into this empire; but whether they are ai\ually tarried tKails r by this road, is more
tiian I am able to fay ; and if they arc, I prefume it is duno I Indian, Ainnenian, or
Jewifh merchants.

The fourth or lafl route is by the C.ifpian Sea, and tin' f'ngllfh inmodities that arf*

font this way, mufl; of neccflity jvils tlirougii Ruffia. I'or 'he cai ing on this trade,

magazines muft be creeled at Aliracan, and from thence the -•' 'Is ai iravilportet' ato

the provinces of Gilan or Aflrabat ; from which lafl: province cara . ans go in :i .veek,

to Mefthcd, which is the prefent capital of Perfia.

It may be faid that this is going a great way about, ; id takin, a vaft ompafs before

our goods arrive at market. T<- this there are two anfvvcrs; the firil 5, that let the

inconveniencies tliat attend this commerce be what they will, th^v 'iiuu be borne, for

we have before fhewn that little i nothing can now be expe6tc>

goods to Bandar Aballi, much It 1 from Aleppo, which lies flill

tance from Mefched ; fo that we ..re under the neceflity of takr

will not entirely lofe the IVrfian coi inerce, and therefore it is i .

plain, even iuppofing the objedion vere well grounded. The fee

not either truth or force in the oh] ttion ; for goods may be trai

terfburg from thence, through Ruii .1 to Adracan, cn.fs the Cafj

fo to Mefched, and the returns made t lie fame way in hi^lf the time

made by the way of Gambron.
We may add to this, that we now <^o to the market and fell our lods, or rather

barter them, for Pcrlian fdk upon the fpot, whereas formerly we w a great way
about; and notwithftanding this, the 1 -rfian fa£tors went alfo a gre;u ray to get at

us, fince before we could Ihip the Periian filk, it mult either be carrkcd by land to

Aleppo, which was three months' journc v, or to Bandar Abaifi, which wwt »bove two.

Bcfides, it is highly probable, that when ^ur commerce at Mefched is as v\ Ai fixed as

it was at Ifpahan, we (hall be able to tranJ port Englifh cloths into the remoicll parts of
Tartary, and thereby reap moft of thofe advantages that were heretofore wifhed for

and expedled from the difcovery of a nor h-wed paflage. It was by this very canal,

and in fpite of all the inconvenienciej^ with which it has been fuppofed to be attended,

that the Dutch difpofed of prodigious quan ties of their cloths in Perfia, which for that

purpole were bought up by the Armenian 1. ^rchants ; and it was by this way alfo that

the Frencli wore in hopes of cllablilhing a trade to Perfia, as appears by a vtry curious

memoir prcfented to the French mhudry upon that head, the fubjett of which is infcrtcd

in the Dictionary of Commerce, one of the bell and moft ufeful works that was ever

publirtied : but there is ftill fomewhat behii.d with which the reader ought to be ac-

quainted, in order to frame a true notion 01 the value and importance of this trade,

about which fo m;my difputes have been of lai .' years raifed in this kingdom.
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'
1 1. We have already enumQrated the commodities of Perfia, and fliall not therefore

pretend to meddle with them again ; for, in order to give the rca>.. r a view of the trade

of this empire, it will be fufficient for our prefent purpofeto infift barely upon the (jlk,

of which there are four forts; the firft is, that which in Perfia they call fhirvan, but

which we in Europe call hardafs ; the fecond, is what they call karvary, but we ufually

llyle it legee or rather legy, from the little town of Legiam in Gilan, from whence the

greateft part of it is brought ; the third is in their language called ked-coda-penfend,

which is as much as to fay, tradefmen's filk; the lafl is what they and we call fherbaffle,

or, as the common people ftyle it, Turkey filk, from the niiltake which has been fo

often mentioned.

Of all thefe kind of filks, the provinces of Georgia, Gilan, Mezanderan, Shirwan,

Chorafan and Kirman, produce annually, about twenty-two thoufand bales, each of

about two hundred and fourfcore pounds weight. Of thefe it is computed, that not

above two thoufand bales are wrought up in all the manufactures of Perfia, from the

vroarfcft carpets, to the richeft brocades. At this rate, there are between five and fix

'millions of pounds of filk yearly carried out of Perfia, and as it is worth about ten

fhillings a pound on the fpot, the reader will eafily apprehend, that raw filk is a kind of

gold mine to the Perfians, fince it fumifties them with between two and three millions

annually, above one-half of which is received in ready money.

In the next place it is to be /hewn, how the bringing in vaft quantities of filk turns

to the advantage of this nation. In refpe^ to our filk manufaftures, what we bring of

this fort ferves only for the Ihoote, for the warp of all our raw filks is, as we have elfe-

where told the reader, organzine or Italian filk, which is prodigioufly dear. If there-

fore we can abate the price of this, we may the better afford to pay tor that ; or if we
can obtain the quantities we want, in exchange for our manufactures, this will prove a

very great faving ; and whatever can be faved in this way, will enable us to work fo

much the cheaper.

It has been fuggeftcd, that it might be attended with inconveniencies for our Turkey
fend Ruffia Companies to interfere with each other in this trade, which I confefs, fur*

pafles my comprehenfion ; and I am fo far from believing that any bad confeqaences

will refult from thence, that I think it may be demonftrated, this is the only, or at

lead the moft practicable and beft, method of making companies ufeful, by engaging

them to vie with each other in exporting Britifli commodities and manufactures, and

provided this can be done, it is of no real confequence to the nation who does it. But

there is another thing that, joined to this, would be of ftill greater confeauence, and

that is, the Eaft-lndia Companies, exerting themfelves in procuring of filk from China,

which would fiipply the place of the Piedmontefe or organzine filk ; and thus by the

united efforts ot 'hefc three companies, it is very poffible that twenty or thirty per cent.

might be faved in the prime coft of filk to this nation ; and of what prodigious benefit

fuch a faving would prove in our manufactures, and how much it would contribute to

enable us to work cheaper than our neighbours, I leave every fenfible and Audiuus

reader to judge.

I know very well, that in order to bring fuch a projeCt as this to bear, there muft

be fom^ applicaiion made to parliament for an alteration in the duties ; and I am per-

fuaded that no great difliculty would be found in obtaining this, if the reafonablenefs

of the thing was fairly fliewn, and as it might be, fully made out. Our great misfor-

tune is, that C'lrinicrceis not fufficiently explained or underflood, the reafon of which

I take to bo, that none concern thcmfolves about the theory, but thofc who are engaged

ia
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In the praaice ; and as thefe muft be always interefted, it will very rarely happen that

thev can be impartial judges. It is from this motive that I have fo often turned my pen

to this fubiea, with a view, if poffible, to excite a more general attention to what is

certainly in itfelf thft moil confiderable and important objeft of all political con»

fideratioas.
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AN ACCOUNT

OF THE

GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTION OF PERSIA,

THR KATURE OF THE SHAH's POWER, THE DISTRIDIITION OF CIVIL, F.CCLESIASo

TICAL AND MILITARY OFFICES, THE INTERIOR POLICY OP THE EMPIRE, THE
REGULAR FORCES KEPT UP THERE, BOTH HQRSJt AND FOOT, AND THE NATUR.E
JkUD AMOUNT OF THE PUBLIC REVENUES.

THU WHOLE DIOEST&U INTO ORDER FROM THE BIST AUHORITIES.

I

I. j^n Jntrodticlory Acotmt cfthe Rca/on and Stdbje^ of this Scdhn, in which the Con-

Jlitution of arbitrary Monarchies is explained, and applied to the prefc A Purpofc.— ^.0f
the Pov-cr of the Perfian Monarch, howfar abfolute and terrible ; and how, notwith-

Jianding, mild and e^jnal enough, with refpefc to the Bulk of the People. — 3. Of the

Conjlitution of the Perfian Court, the principal Officers therein, their Ranks and Subor-

dination, arid the Duties of their rcfpedive Offices.— 4- Of the Ecclefiajlical Conjlitu-

tion in Pcrfuj, and the Difference between the Head of the Mahometan Church there,

and in Turkey.— 5. OftheGovcrnmejitoftheProi^inces, thefeveral Checks contrived

for the Safety of the Prince, ami the Prefervation of his Subjiils.— 6. Of the Regular

Troops er old Standing Army of the Perfian Knipii e, how cowpofed, under what Dif-

cipline, and the Methods by which it was fubfijted.— 7. Of the new Standing Army
introduced by the Shahs, intircty dependent upon them, how modeled and providedfor,
and corrupted and rendered ufelefs.— 8. Ofthe Art Military among the Pcrfums, their

Manner of making War, ailing off'enfively, defenftvely, and particularly their Methodfor
Jecuring themfelvcs againfl Inva/ions.— 9. Some further Obfervations on the military

Affairs of this Empire, on the Advantages enjoyed by, and the Difadvanfagcs under

which tfje Perfians labour, from the Regulations ijlablijljcd amongjl them in this

rcfpeB. — 10. Of the State of Property in this Empire, whence the Imperial Revenues

arife, how levied, and their Amount. — 11. Obfervations and Remarks on feveral

Particulars delivered in the Courfc of this Sedion.

I. A S at this jundure the Perfian empire, by the murder of the Shah Nadir, is in

Jx. luch coiiluriou, that it may be in fome meafure confidcrcd as difTolved and no
longer a govornincni at all ; fo it might feem txcufable, if" we had palled by this fcclion

ahogether; yet cnnfidiring that evin in abfolute monarchies, revolutions arc but con-

vul.lve motions, and that as loon as they ceal'e the body politic recovers its natural con-

ftituiion, \w could not but think it very requifite, for the reader's information, that

a view fliould be given of the form of the Perfian government, :>nd tiiis for three rea-

fons: firft, becaule we are very apt to confound all abfolute monarchies one with an-

other, and to fupp jfe (hat there neither is, nor \v 11 can be, any dilference between

them ; wh'r'as, in truth, the form of fuch governments may, and adually do vary,

as nmch as any other of the miluer forms, as the reader will fee by this inltance.

Secondly, of all the abfolute monarchies iix the cait, the coniUtution of the Perfians

vas
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was very juftly held to be the beft ; and therefore it deferves, of all othsrs, to be re-

prefented to the view of the reader, who from hence will learn by what modification

die arbitrary power of a fovereign may be rendered in fome meafure beneficial to hi»

fubjefts. Thirdly, becaufe, in all human probability, the Britilh nation may hereafter

have a clofor communication with and enter into a more extended trade amongft the

inhabitants of Pcrfia than in times pafl: ; fo that it is highly requifite we fhould enter,

at lead, briefly, into a fubjeft that may to us or our poilerity become of extraordiwary

importance.

It is by no means fit that fo large and fo regular a coUeClion as this fliould be governed

by temporary views, or that we fhould take the liberty, becaufe this country is at pre-

fent unfettlcd, to flip over its government, which we have a moral certainty will be
re-eftabh(hed, perhaps before this very colleftion is completed. Befides all this, there

are a great variety of articles which naturally fall within the compafs of this feftion, that

tend to give us a fuller and more perfect notion of the ftate of this empire and its inha-

bitants, than can be obtained by the perufal of any fingle book of travels, in which the

Itate of the country is reprefented, as it flood at the time the author vifited it : but

notwithftanding that, the force of thefe conQderations have determined us to infert this

feftion ; we fhall not forget the obligation we are under to keep things within their due
bounds, and fhall therefore labour to deliver, as fuccinftly as it is polfible, without pre-

judice to their perfpicuity, the feveral articles that we think ourfelves obliged to handle

for the reader's inftruftion and entertainment, and in order to render our accpunt of

Perfia confiftent with the general plan of this work.

2. The Shah of Perfia is an abfolute monarch, and has the lives and eftates of his

fubjefts entirely at his difpoial. There is no prince in the world more implicitly obeyed ; let

his orders be ever fo unjuft, or given at a time when he is-fo little mafter of his reafon that

he knows not what he lays or does, nothing can fave the greateft fubjecl if he determines

to deprive him of his life or his ellate ; neither zeal for his perfon, merit, or pad fervices,

will avail in the lead. If he be in a humour to ruin them, it is done by a word of his

mouth, or by a fign, and executed in aa inftant, without any form of law or evidence

of fads. The common people, who are at a diftance from the court, have much the

better of the quality in this refpeft ; there are very feldom inftances of any oppreffion

or fevere judgments executed upon thefe, but they feem to enjoy as much fecurity as ia

any country in the world ; and perhaps the magiltrates are the more inclined to govera

equitably, in regard they know nothing can fkreen them from the refentment of their

Sovereign, if they are guilty of any finiiler practices. The Perfians, out of confcience,

it is laid, obey all the commands of their Prince without referve, and believe that his

orders ought to be obeyed againft the very laws of nature, infomuch, that if the fon ba
commanded to he his father's executioner, or the father the fon's, it mud be complied

with : but if he command any thing in prejudice of their religion, they are not obliged

to him, but ought to futfer any thing rather than violate the law of God.
Yet nothing uiakes the Perfian government appear fo tyrannical, as the cuftom of

executing the governors of provinces, and great officers of date, without giving them
an opportunity of making their defence, or being informed of the crime they are charged

with. It is ufual for the Shah two or three times in a year to fend every governor the

calaat, or royal ved, and thefe are fent by fuch perfons as the court intends a favour to ;

for the vcham or governor to whom they are fent, always makes a confiderable prefent

to the melTenger.

When he comes within two or three miles of the place where the governor "efides,

the meiTenger fends him word to come and receive the calaat, but iadead of a une coat,

S the
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the governor is fometimes prefented with a halter, and is difpatched without any farther

ceremony.

This makes the governors very circumfpeft in their conduft, and they are always^

under difmal apprehenfions when they hear the cataat is arrived, Icnowing how common
it is to have thoir beft aftions mifrepreiented to their Princci The Perfians fay in de-

fence of this pradice, that the court ftldom proceeds with that feverity but in extraor-

dinary cafes, wht-re tlie fad ia notorious, and there is danger of rebellion, if ihjy ftiould

cite the perfoa accufed to anfwer ; that if it be otherwife, they always give him ana

opportunity of anfwering his charge.

As for thofe about the court, whom the Shah looks upon as flavcs he has purchafod,.

he does not think himfelf obliged to obferve thefe formalities, but dooms tiiem to be
puniflied, or put to death, as he fees fit. The Shah of Perfia has no couJJcil of ftate, as

m the European governments, but he afts as he is advii'ed by his prime minifl-^r ancfc

great officers ; that which moft perplexes the miniflry, is the cabals that are carried oa
by the women in the haram ; the refoluticns that are taken here frequently thwart their-

Left laid fchemes, and the minifters do not only run the rifk of having their counfels

rejeded, but they very often turn to their own deltrudion, if they are not fuitablo to the

inclinations of the ladies moft in favour. This is not an evil peculiar to Perfia, but a
kind of curfe, throughout all eaftem courts j and perhaps fome in the weft are not
altogether free from it.

3. The royal family of Perfia are, generally fpeaking, more unhappy than the Princes

of the Ottoman blood, for though they are not put to death fo frequently as the for-

mer, yet they ufually have their eyes put out, and live in that mifcrable condition many
years. They have the Tartar title of Mirza added to their names, which is equivalent

to our title of Highnefs, and is never given but to thofe of the imperial line. The firft

niinifter in the empire is the atamadoulet, a word which llgnities the fupport of the

empire. In petitions, or when they fpeak to nim, they ftyle him the Grand. Vizier, or

Vizier Azem. No bufinefs of confequence is tranfafted in the ftate but by the diredion

of this minifter, nor any grant or ad of ftate of the Shah's held to be valid, till counter-

fealed by him.

The reafon whereof is faid to be,, that their Shahs being bred up in the women's
apartment, and perfediy ignorant in affairs of ftate, it is neceffary, for the fafetyof the

people, and the prefervation of the government, that their orders fhould be Qonfidered

by fome wife minifter before they are put in execution. The grand viziers in Turkey,
it is obferved, feldom die a natural death ; on the other hand, the prime minifter of

Perfia, if it be thought fit to difcharge him, is ufually permitted to retire, and end hia

days in peace with his family. The fecond poft in the government is that of the divan

beghis or bey. This great magiftrate is the laft refort m all caufes, civil and criiru'nal,.

unlefs where the Shah in perfon fits in judgment. The divan bey can command any

caufe to be removed to his tribunal, from any court in the kingdom ; and during the

late reigns it has not been known that their Shahs have ever fat m a court of juftice, or

concerned themfelves in examining the decrees of the divan beghi.

In the third rank come the generals, and firft the generaliflimo, when there is one.

'•"he next place is the general of the courtchis, which are a body of thirty thoufand

horfe, of Turk or Tartar original. The third is the general of mufketeers, a body which

ferve on horfeback, but fight on foot like our dragoons. The fourth is the general of

the coulars, or royal flaves, as they are called ; and the laft the mafter of the ordnance.

After the generals, the vacanavilh, or fecretary of ftate, polTeffes the next poft. This

officer rt^fters the public adsj »ad has the care of the records } he alfo appoints a

deputy.
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deputy in every province of the empire, who tranfmits all afiairs of confequence to him

to be laid before the miniftry. The laft great officer is the mirab, or lord of the water.

.Every province has its particular mirab, who takes care to diftribute the waters of the

rivers and aqueduds in fuch proportion, that every part of the country may have an

equal fhare.

Thefe are all the principal officers of ftate. Thofe of the houfliold are firft the nazir,

who is both lord treafurer and fteward, and it is with this gentleman that all ambafTadors

and foreigners tranfadl their affairs, but there is a comptroller, and feveral other officei-s,

which are a check upon him, as he is on the prime minifter, and thofe two have a very

great influence in the court of Perfia. But to prevent the Shah's treafury being mifap-

plied, no fums are paid out of the treafury, but the order pafles under the feals of the

prime minifter, the nazir, the divan bey, and two other officers of the revenue. The
next is the ichicagafi bafla, who commands all that attend in the outward palace, and

the guards.

When the Shah goes out, this lord marches before him with a great ftaff, covered

with gold and precious ftones ; he does not fit, as feveral officers do of inferior quality,

but ftands always ready to obey His Imperial Majefty's orders, and fee them executed.

And after him is the great huntfman, who has not lefs than a thoufand huntfmen and

falconers under him. After this officer the principal phyfician and principal aftrologer

take place, which are ports of great honour and profit.

4. As to ecclefiaftical officers in this empire, the grand pontiff* is ufually rtyled the

fedre in Perfia ; they alfo give him the titles of prince, head of the true church, fubfti-

tute of Mahomet, and lieutenant of the twelve imans, or caliphs, who fucceeded thdr

patriarch Haly. The churchmen and bigotted part of the Perfians hold, that the domi-

nion of the laity is in ufurpation, and that the government belongs of right to the

high prieft ; but that of the majority is, that the regal power exercifed by their Princes

is derived from God, and that the high prieft and his brethren ought not to meddle with

politics, yet the fedre and his fubftitutes are the ordinary judges in all civil as well as

ecclefiaftical caufes ; lawyer and divine are terms of the fame fignification in Perfia, their

ecclefiaftical and civil laws being indeed the fame. The temporal judges have no writ-

ten laws to go by, but their decrees are founded upon ancient cuftom, 'or the equity

of the cafe, and the judges in their temporal courts are ufually men of the fword. The
fedre is the fupreme judge in the ecclefiaftical courts, and takes place in all public

aflemblics next to the atamadoulet, or prime minifter.

The fecond ecclefiaftical judge is the ancient of the law, whom the Perfians ftyle

cheik iflam ; his jurifdiffion is little inferior to the fedre's, and the people feldom appeal

from one of thefe courts to the other, but to the divan beghi, who is the fupreme judge

in all caufes, ecclefiaftical as well as temporal. The cadi is the third ecclefiaftical judge

in Perfia ; he takes cognizance of the fame caufes with the two former, but his authority

is confined to feme particular town or diftrift. The mufti is the fourth, who has not

that authority here as in Turkey, for he cannot controul or reverfe the proceedings of

inferior courts, but is reverenced, however, as a perfon well Ikilled in the ecclefiaftical

laws, and his opinion frequently demanded by the other judicatures, who, notwithftand-

ing, adl as they think fit. Tht^fe judges do not fit all in one court, but have each their

rtfpeftive tribunal, and the people apply indifferently to the one or other, as they are

inclined.

5. There is in ever}' province of this empire a chan and a vizier ; the vizier has the

government of all thofe towns and villages which are the King's denieihe lands, or which

belong to the crown in propriety, aad the chaa of the province in general. This word
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chan, or caun, as we pronounce it, and cliani, fignify the fame thing, namely, a

puiirant or mighty prince 5 and this is the title of all the Tartar Princes inAfia; and
the Pcrfian provinces being of the extent of kingdoms, and formerly diiUnd fovereign-

tics, the Perfian court have thought fit to give their governors the titles of Sovereign

Princes ; and the Shah of Perfia is frequently ftyled now, as his predeceifors of old,

King of Kings. Indeed the chans, in their refpedive provinces, live ahnoft in as much
ftate as their fovcreigns, having exadly the fame kind of officers as are in the Shah's

court, with the fame titles, there being fcarce any difference but in numbers and penfiDns.

The chan commands the militia of the province, and afligns lands for their maintenance
;

he reviews them at certain times, and fees that ihcy are fit for fervice, their arms and
horfes in good order, and that they all perform iheir exercifes well j but every
foklicT is permitted to live in his own houfe in time of peace.

The chans, or goveniors of provinces, have their ports for life, and if they behave
well, their children after them. There are two degrees of thefe chans, the greatcrt; is

called bcglerbeg, or lord of lords ; the other is ftyled couiembeg, or lord of flaves.

The governors of the frontier provhices are for the moft part beplerbegs, as the chan
of Armenia, from whom the chans of Churs, Marega, and other dirtricls, in time of war,
receive their orders, and are obliged to march under his ftandard. Sometimes thefe

inferior governments are made independent of the chan of the province. In every

province there are three officers put in by the government, who are independent of the

chan, namely, the Janitelim, his lieutenant, the vizier, or receiver-general of the

Shah's revenues, who hath alfo the management of the lands belonging to the crown,
and the government of all places where the crown lands lie ; and the vacanavifli, or
fecretary, whofe bufinefs is to take an account of all tranfadions of moment in t^e pro-

vince, and tranlinit them to court.

One principal defign of placing thefe officers about the chan, is to obferve his condudl,

and oppofe hun if he fhould undertake any thing againil the ftate. Befides thefe, the

governors of cities and caftles, who are called darogas, are put in diredly by the Shah,
and have their lieutenants and vacanavifli alfo independent of them ; and the fame
perfon who is governor of the city is never made governor of the fortrefs which belongs

to it. The minifters of ftate, and generals of armies, have alfo their lieutenants and
comptrollers to fuperintend their condud, with fecrct orders how to ad on certain

emergencies ; but it is obferved, that utilefs in matters where the fafety of the ftate is

concerned, thofe officers have a very good underftanding, and agree fo well together,

that the Shah is no lefs chea»ed and deceived than if the management was in one hand.

Belldes, the daroga or governor, the vizier, and vacanavifli, there are alfo in every

town the cadi, or civil judge, before whom all ordinary caufes are heard ; the head
officer among the trading people, the provoft or flierift"; and every particular trade has

a warden or niafter. There is an officer alfo who has a watch, and is principally con-

cenied in keeping the peace in every great town in the night time.

The governor of every town is the juilgc in the laft refort in criminal and civil cafes

too, if he pleaf'cs to interpofc, and m.iy iiiflid any pains on offenders fliort of death.

Capital puiiiniiiients are very rare in Perfia, and tlie fentence is, in tnofi; cafes, pafled

by the Shah hiinf'elf- The ufual puniflimeiit is a fine, which always goes to the Shah,
or rather to the governor of the province, who generally brings the crown indebted to

him in his accounts. When a governor or vizier is lent into any province, he has his

inftrudions in writing ; wherein are contained the extent of his government, of tlu

revenues, and the maimer in whieh he is t.) treat the people; and iriftructions, in like

manner, are given to every oiiicer ot lUio when he caters on his poll. On the other

hand,



OF THE EMPIRE OF PERSIA. ai7

hand, when a governor or other officer returns from his command, which he never

docs but by exprcfs order of the court, he waits without at the gate of the palace, and
gives notice by fome of his friends of his arrival, and that he begs to throw himfelf at His

Imperial Majefty's feet ; whereupon orders are ufually given for his admittance ; but

fomctimes, it the ])orfon has niilbchavcd in his poll, inltead of an anfwer in the ordinary

flyle, orders arc ifl'uod to take oiF his head.

6. The Perfians are niuimlly a brave people, but the floth and inaftivity of their

Princes had of late rciulcred ti^icm not fo forniidable as they ufed to be. In the lafl:

century, under Abbas the Grcnt, they made confiderable conquells on the fide of

"i'uik'.-y, as well as India, though their troops were always much inferior in number to

tlie armies either of the Grand Si^nior or Great Mogul ; but they funk in our time fo

much brlow what they were in that reign, that every little Tartar and Arabian Prince

infultcd their frontiers, and robbed them of fome part of their territories, before the

late Shah Nadir nflumcd the government.

The forces of Perfia are divided into the troops of the ftate and the Shah's. The
troops of the ftate are entertained by the governors of the refpedive provinces, and paid

out of certain lands appropriated for that purpofe, and are divided into militia and
regular troops. The regular troops are called courtchis ; they were origmally of Tar-

tary, a flour hardy race of people wI)o lived in tents. Thefe are the foldiers which are

properly called C'oofelbaflies, or Red-heads, fo ityled when they came to the afliflance

of C.heic Siii, the founder of the late Imperial family ; for which fervice he allowed

them the honour of wearing red caps or turbans, of a particular form, like that he wore
liimfelf. Thefe coofelbaflies remained in their tents, as well in time of peace as war ;

and employed themfelves in feeding, buying and felling of cattle, from whence they

were called courtchis, or fliepherds.

The fervice they did to Cheic Sefi, and their zeal for the religion of the Imans, pro-

cured them great refpeft, and they poffeffed the chief ports both in the court and army ;

and from thefe the Perfian foldiery, and afterwards all the Perfians in general, obtained

the appellation of coofelbafhes, a name formidable to the Indians, Turks, and Tartars

in the lafl age ; and it was by this generation that the Turkifh language was introduced

into the court of Perfia, and the northern parts of that kingdom, where they fpeak it

much more than the Perfian. The coofelbafhes held the firft rank in the kingdom till

the reign of Abbas the Great, who endeavoured to fupprefs them upon account of the

unreafonable influence heobferved they had in all affairs of flate, depofing and fetting

up what princes they thought fit, like the Turkifh janizaries. He was fo jealous of his

own fon, on account of the refped he had obferved they paid him, that he caufed him
to be put to death, and difperl'ed the coofelbafhes in fmall detachments through all the

the provinces of the empire. Thefe troops ferve on horfeback, carrying a bow and
arrows, a fword, poniard, and lance, with a hatchet at the faddle-fkirts ; and for defen-

fivc arms have a ihield and hL4inet ; they are commanded always by their own officers,

and their general is called Courchibatlii,or commander of the courtchis.

Both the courtchis and militia have their pay out of the lands of the ftate of the refpec-

tive provinces, and enjoy it as their inheritance, from father to fon, if they do not refufe

to bear arms : ihtj are obliged to march to the place of rendezvous on twelve hours*

notice, and every year pafs in review before a commiffary fent from court, or before

the governor of the province.

7. The troops of the Shah are two bodies, which Abbas the Great inflituted. One
confifls of twelve thoufand men, and are called the mufketeers, becaufe inflead of bows
and arrows they carry mulliets, and though they march on horfeback, yet like our
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dragoons they fight nn font. Shah Abbas ufed to oppnfo them to the Turkifti janizaries,

of whom ho had oblerved the enemy made great advantage in their engagements with

him. Before this time neither font-foldier or fire-arms were ever heard of in Perfia,

and their neighbours the Tartars liavo no foot among them to this day. The other

body confined often thoufand iiorl'e ; thefe were called coulars, .nnd carried fire-arms

alfo inllead of bows. '1 hey were called coulars or flaves, to fignify their devotion to

their fovercign ; or as fome lay, becaufe they come from thofe countries from whence
the Perfians had their (laves, as Georgia, ( jrcaffia, &c. Part of them are fent as pre-

fcnts to the Shah when they are young ; ami the reft are defcended from the people

of thofe countries, wlio are fettled in Perfia. They almofh all profefs the Mahometan
religion, though tlefceiuled from Cliriftian parents. Abbas the Great had a particular

alFoti^ion for this bcdy, ami ufed to call them his horfe janizaries. They are tall and
well-made fellows, in whole courage and fidelity the Shah has a particular confidence

;

for as they fcarce kiiDW the country or relations from whence they fprang, and can have

no other views, than to recommend themfelves to their mafter by their fervices, they

are entirely devoted to the Crown, and <'bcy every order without hefitation ; and fronj

among thefe, the court ufually prefers men to the higheil polls ; fo that confidering the

number of Georgian women w hich are married into Perfia, and the polls the men who
derive themfelves from thence poflefs, the Perlian court may, one half of them, pro-

bably be of Georgian extradion.

It is obferved, that in Perfia, as well as India, the word flave is an honourable

title, and preferable to that of fubjed : nay, a certain French author tells us, that the

word Koulam Shah, or King's flave, is equal to that of Marquis in France ; becaufe alt

that have that denomination are fure to be preferred to fome poft if they kehave well.

Befides thefe there are two other finall botlies, the one called Sophis or Sephis, infiituted

for a guard to the King's perfon by Cheik Sefi ; thefe are not above two hundred men,
and wear the Sophi's cap on their heads, and for their arms have a fabre, a poniard,

and an axe, which they carry on their Ihoulders. The fecond, called the Ziezari, or

the fix hundred, who are all of the fize of grenadiers, (lout young fellows, hiftituted

by Abbas the Second for a guard to his perfon, anno 1654. The monarchs of Perfia

before that time had no guards in the palace, or when they went abroai.1, for the

fcphis only ferved to make a fliow at feitivals and on public occafions ; they wear
long red caps of the form of a Aigar-loaf, and their arms are a mulkcr, fabre, and
poniard, which are adorned with filver, and exceeding fine; they are under the

command of the general of the niuiketeers, and a finall parly of them do duty at the

palace gates.

All the the troops of Perfia are comprehended under thefe two names of courtchis

and coulars, that is, Ihephcrds or Haves, by which they underftand the foldiers oftiie

old or neweftabliftimenr. The Shah finds all the troops with horfes, arms, and accou-

trements ; but every man provides himfelf with clotiies according to his fancy, the fol-

diers having no particular livery, any more than the fervants of the King's houfehold, or

of any great man. There was in the reign of Abbas the Great a body of twelve thoufand

men, ihaf belonged to the artillery, but they were difcharged in the reign of Abbas the

Second, and the Perfians had no artillery, uiilefs fome ulelefs guns in tiie front of the

palace at llpahan, and in ^bme other great towns, which are more for lliow than fervice,

till they were new dilciplined of late years by Shah Nadir.

8. Their armies were never large, confidering the extent of the empire : Abbas tlie

Great, who made fuch confiderable conquefts, had never more than a hundred and

twenty thoufand men in ius fervice in all the provinces ; and the foldiers have been fo

Ul
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ill paid m the late reigns, that they have deferted, and gone into foreign fervice, or ap-

plied themfelves to other employments, which the courtiers winked at, putting their

pay in their pockets, and never filli up their places. The Perfian troops not being

troubled with artillery or baggage, ake prodigious fwift marches, and fall upon an

enemy frequently in his camp or quarters, with incredible fury, when he lead fufpe£ts

fuch a vifit. At other times they cut off his provifions, and turn the waters from their

ufual courfe ; and having fufHciently haralTed him in a long march through a defert

country, when he is fatigued and difpirited, fall upon him. When an enemy makes
head againfl: them they will fly till they have drawn him into fome difadvantageous

ground, and then return to the charge again.

In their retreat, as has been obferved, they fhoot more arrows than when they ad-

vance ; as hiftory acquaints us was the praftice of the ancient Parthians. The Perfians

never throw up any intrenchments about their camps, their fortification is fome moun-
tain or difHcult pafs ; but in fieges they intrench, and ufually take a place by under-

mining it ; and, it is thought, that no people underfland mming and fubterraneous

works better than the Perfians. It was thus they took Erivan, the capital of Armenia,

from the Turks the laft time. This city, in a very fliort fpace, found almoft every part

of it undermined ; but as the Perfians do not tr»uble themfelves with artillery, fo neither

have they any bread-waggons or futlers amonglt them, and yet their camp is generally

as well fupplied as a camp need to be, the country peop'.e continually following them
with provifions. Indeed, as rice and fruit is almoit p'.i they want, it can be no difficult

matter to fupply fuch fmall bodies as take the field in Perfia, efpecially as they are per-

petually in motion, and feldom flay long in a camp.

When they are apprehenfive of an invafion, their conftant method is to withdraw

all the people on the frontiers, and deftroy the country in fuch a manner as the enemy
may find nothing to fubfid on, not leaving fo much as a fpire of grafs, or a tree upon
the ground ; but they give the hufbandmen time to fecure their grain, fruits, and
forage, by burying them, with mofl part of their utenfils, in deep pits, which they will

do in fuch a manner that it is almofl impolTible to difcover them ; and as the earth is

very dry, they receive no manner of damage. The army having thus deflroyed the

country for eight days' journey together, they encamp near it in feparate bodies; and

as they fee occafion, fall upon the enemy and diftrefs him in his march ; fometimes

they fall upon one quarter of his camp and fometimes on another, in the night-time ;

and if they cannot by this means put a flop to his march, they retire farther into the

country, driving the people ftill before them, and deflroying every thing as before
j

and by thefe means they have defeated the greattfl Turkifli armies.

When the enemy are retired every man returns to his lands again. As for the

houfcs, thole of the common people are no great lofs, they arc foon rim up with clay

or fuch materials as they find upon the place. The Perfians are faid to found their

conduft upon this dilemma ; either the enemy will invade us with gn at numbers, or

but few ; if he brings great numbers, confidcring the extent oi" defers ground he mwd
march over, it is impoflible he fhould fubfifl ; if their numbers are but fmall, we fhall

harafs them in their march till they come to nothing, without running the hazard of

a battle.

9. The Perfians are excellent markfinen, as well with their fire-arms, as their bows
and arrows. Their colours are made of rich filks, in much the fame manner as our

horfe (landards ; for a device they write fome paifago of the Alcoran, or part of their

confeflion of faith, and fometimes have a lion, with the fun rifing over his back, wrought

in them. The great ftandard-bcarer, whom they call Alcmdar BalTa, is one of their

,
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principal military officers. The management of the foKlicrs' pay is much commended,
becaui'o they do not fu.Ter it to pals through their officers' hands, but every man receives

it of the farmers of fuch lands as are appropriated for that purpofe ; the oflicer's pay is

very good ; the general of the mulkcteers, and the general of the coulars, have each of

them alxjve three thoufand pounds a year ; and as the lands alFigned for the payment

of it are valued mighty low, it is tiiouglit to amount to four times as much.

In time of peace they ufunlly keep a body of fix or fevcn th<nifand men in Chaldea

towanis Bal^ylon, to prevent the incurlions of the roving Arabs. The governor of

Armenia has about five thoufand men under his command, and the governor of (ieorgia

a like number. In Chorafan thoy have ufually eight thouf.ind Jiu'n to bridle the

Uibi'ck Tartars, and fuch another body in the province of ('andahar, towards India,

and thefe troops being the out-guards of the lUjpire, and almofl in conflant attion, wero
e'leemed pretty good ; bu' as for the relt, wlio arc cantoned in the inl mkI country, tlicy

enjoyed fo long a peace, that even travelloi-s obferve, they had not the air of rckiiLis.

in thofc parts ol tlie cinmtry where they have lea for a boundary, thev keep fcaroo

any troops, infonnich, that in Gilanand Mazanderan, which lie on the Caipian Sea, tho

Collacs have landed i'mall parties, and plundereil the country for feveral days together j

and here the Mufcovites very lately fixed themfelvf^s with very little oppofition, though

it be one of the richcfl: and molt fertile countrien in the empire. The Ptilian generals

are perplexed with nothing fo much as the ftupid londiid of the com;, in attending to

the prcdiftions of their allrologers. Thefe men ;.i • ever averfe to war, becaufe they

are obliged to take the field with the Prince, and therefore feldom fail to pronounce

it unlucky to enter into one on any confideration '\hatever; and if ever they are

brought to approve of a war, they nmfl prognofiicate the lucky minute when to en-

camp, and when to march, &c. So that the generals lofe the great advantages which

might be made fometimes, by wailing till they confult the flars. 'I'he favourite women,
and the eunuchs are no lefs averfe to war than the allrologers ; for in lofing their

Prince they lofe their all, and, therefore, they conftanly fall in with the allrologers, to

divert their lord from every enterpr\i" which carries a face of danger.

All this muft be underftood of the old line of which Thamas the fon of Hiiflfein,

depofed by Mer-Weys, and afterwards reftorcd, depofed again, and at lafl put to death

by Thamas Kuli Kan, or with his privity, who thereupon alTumed the title of Shah
Nadir, was the laft. It is a thing fiirprifing that, ccnfidering the great extent of coalt

which they have upon the Perfion Gulph and the ocean on the fouth, and the number
of their provinces borderiii;; upon lii." Caipian Sea, thev fliould never think in earnefl,

or to fpeak with thcgr ater propri''v, ihould never think at all of raifing a naval force,

which if they had done, would have rendered them fecurc at home and refpedcd

abroad.

The only rtafon that can be alligned for this is, their negleft of trade, which dtfeft

in their conltitution, if the ingenious reader will attentively confider, he will without

difficulty difovcr, that it is the fole fource of the frequent troubles, rebellions, and
revolutions, which havt* fo often biought the Perfian government to the brink of ruin.

This will bL' the more obvious to the reader, when we come to ftate the nature of pro-

perty among the Perfians, from whence it will appear, tiiat the landed intercft in that

country is tolerably fecured ; but as the like provifion is not made for the monied
intereft, people do not turn themfelves fufficiently to thofe methods of lubfiftence that

would make the government eafy, and themfelves happy.

10. The lands of P>.rfia are either fuch as are cultivated, or fuch as are uncultivated,

and unialiubiit-d, of which the latter are ten.to one more than the former. 'I'he lands in

occupation
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occupation are of four kinds; the lands of the Aate, ti . Sitail's ^^MMlhe lat i<t, tha

lands of tl)(j church, and lallly, thofe bclonginR to privH ttiell. 'I land; of the ftate

comain much the (greater part of what is cuhivatcd, ai 1 are rn tl. polkflion of thu

governors of the refpodive provinces, who out of th in take their own revenue, and

allien the reft ibr the payment of thiir ofllccvs, and the lops hry are obliged to

maintain ; for every foldier has liis pay aflij^jncd him upon fome village or farm, in the

lame manner as in Sweden. 'I'he demerne lands are the Shah's particular elh\re, out of

which are paid tlie otlicers of ihe houlhold, and the troops he maintains over and above

iholc which arc maintained at the charge of the refpedive provinces, and the refiduc

are given aniot;; the courtiers and favourites; or managed by the viziers and intcnd-

auis, who remit the produce of them into the treaiury.

The lands which belong to the church, are the donation of Princes or private men,
and are accounted facred, ii) that they are never taxed or confifcated for any crimcj

whatever ; and after one year's pnlTellion, the title of them cannot be called in queftion,

on anyaccount w hatevcr. 1 he lands of private men are held of the crown for the term of.

iiinety-i»ine years, paying an inconfiderable quit-rent ; and at the expiration of the term

of ninety-nine years, they arc allowod to renew their leafe for the fame number of

years, on advancing one y ear'vS income. As to the cultivated lands, if any perfon de-

fires to build ujwn them, or to convert any part of them into ploughed fields or gardens,

the King's ollicers procure him a grant for ninety-nine years, under a fmall rent, which

terms are renewed as other private edates ; fo that all ranks of men derive their cftatea

immediately from the crown, and by this n^ethod have a perpetuity, on payment of their

fmes and acccuftomed rents.

The oflicers of the Shah, as well as private owners, let out their lands to hufband-

men, upon condition of receiving a third part of the produce ufually, but the rent is

more or lefs according to the particular agreements of the parties ; and the grain in

Perfia being fubjed to be deftroyed by hail, drought, loculls, and other infeds, the

tenants never fail to infift on an abatement in thefe cafes. When the deftrudion

is very great, the hulbandmen take the withered branches of trees, and the da-

maged ears of corn, and rclort to the Shah's officers, complaining of the feafon,

and their inability to pay their ufual rent, if they have received never fo little Kurt

;

their complaints are very loud, and they frequently make an advantage of the misfortune.

Private landlords are lels fubjed to be impoicd upon in thei'e cafes, having the lands

under their infpedion ; but then their tenants are not fo mucli opprefled, and fubjed

to fuch hardlhips as the tenants of the crown. The Shah's officers frequently pretend

they have no authority to make abatements ; and thereupon whole villages go up to

court, and deliver their petitions to the Shah in perfon, infomuch that there is feldom

lefs than leven or eight thoufand peojjle attending at Ifpahan on thefe occafions. The
court ulually llnds orders hereuj)on to the provinces to make fuch allowance as the

nature of the cafe requires, or depute comniillarics to enquire into the truth of the

cotaplaint, but in either cafe the crown is ufually defrauded ; for the cnuntrymen fo

well underitand the force of bribes, that they commonly fliake a purfe, and procure a

favourable reprefentation of the cafe from the officers fent to check them.

The Shah ai.d private owners have the like profits of the hulbandmen's cattle, as they

have of their corn, as the third fleece, and the third part of the breed ; and of fruit, the

crown has flill a greater lliare, there being not that charge of manuring and cultivating

fruii- trees as there is of the grounds which proiluce grain.

The governors of provinces receive the fame profits out of the lands of the flate,

towards, the payment of the officers, and troops of the province, as the Shah does out

10 of.
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of his ovni lands, ancl every province befules makes large prefents from time to tune to

the court, of the bi-ft the country alFords, whether filk, cniin, fruits, cattle, or whatever

is in fftiH'tn among them ; and tiicle are fent up in fucn quantities, as are fuflicient to

fiipply the Shali's lioulhoKl, and ihi-rofore may be accounted a confiderable part of the

revenut.'. Tlic Shall has alio tlu; fevcuth fleece, and the feventh of the breed of the cattle,

in thole lands which are not appropriated to his ufe i
and this is a great addition to his

revenue, for the (hephertls of IVrfia, like the ancient patriarchs, poflefs valt flocks and

herds, on which thvy continually attend, living hi tents, and removing from one place

to another, as they can meet with paflure for them ; for thofe lands which are not the

property of particular perfons, are at liberty for all men to graze upon, though the

the Shan's ; and this paymetit of the feventh bead feems to be an acknowledgment of

liis property in them. I'hcfe wealthy (hepherds the -people of the eaft call Saranetchin,

from whence we have the word Saracen, that is to fay, an inhabitant of the fields

;

for they live in tents, far from towns, two or three hundred together, and fometimcs

you fee a thoufand or two encamped in one place ; they perfeftly cover the plains with

their flocks and herds, that fometmies you may be two or three hours in palling through

them ; and the Shah has an officer called Ichomban Bafhi, or chief of the Inepherds,

refiding in every province, who takes the feventh of the cattle for the Shah's ufe, viz.

of fheep, affes, mules, camels, and goats ; as to horfes, it feems the Shah is entitled to

every third colt } of filk and cotton alfo, it is laid the Shah has a third part over the

whole kingdom.

Minerals and precious flones belong to the Shah only, and he has two per cent, of

all money. The money that is raifed by the waters is another confiderable part of the

revenue, for eveVy pcrfon pays for their being let into his fields or gardens ; nothing

will grow in that parched country without it. A tribute is alfo paid to the crown by
all people who are not of the religion of the country, whether natives or foreigners,

and this amounts to a ducat a head ; and there is a tax of ten-pence on every fhop of

the handicraft trades, and twenty pence on the reft. The culloms and port duties are

another branch of the revenue, but thefe do not amount to much here, for they have

no confiderable port except Gambron. As for the merchandize carried into Perfia or

out of it by land, they only pay a fmall fum for a camel's load, and proportionably for

every mule or ox, without examining what the packs contain. Hut that part of the

revenue which is merely cafual, exceeds all the reft, viz. what arifos by the confifcatcd

cflates, and the prefents which are made by the great lords, governors of provinces, &c.

and particularly thofe which are made oa New-year's Day. They prefent the Shah with

wrought filks, horfes, alTes, beautiful boys and girls, gold, filver, precious flones, per-

fumes, and every thing which is rich and curious, and may ferve for ufe, ornament,

or the pleal'ures of life ; and as there are feveral handicraft trades which pay no duties

to the crown, as carpenters, mafons, and fome others, thefe are obliged to work for the

Shah when he requires it, without pay ; whatever buildings or palaces the Shah erefts

or repairs, he has only the materials to find, the warden or chief of the trade is obliged

to fend a certain number of workmen, which faves the treafury a great deal of money,
and therefore the labour of thofe people may well be efleenied part of the '•evenue.

The maintenance of ambafTadors, and the providing them with carriages, is done alio

at the charge of the country, and cofts the Shah nothing. When he has a mind to

reward any perfon for any fignal piece of fervice, this is done alfo at the expence of

another ; he fends him perhaps to one of the chans or great courtiei-s, with the calaat

or royal veft, for which the chan makes the mefTenger a prefent ufually of ten times

(he value or more, according to the poll he is in. The Shah fometimes cxprefTes the

very
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Tory fur« he expetJls njoiiUl bo paiil, which is commonly cxceptlwl out of rcfpcft, and

as a proof the pirfoii valiu's the Piince'K favour. Hut notwithlbnding the impofitions

abdvo-uienliouai, the piH)ple ilo not feeiu to be oppreireii or iinpoverilhed ; evin the

tradelnien and hulbandtuen appear to be in eafy circuinftances, and few of them but

have rings on their (infers and arms. One gnat advantage to the fubjod is, that fcarce

any of tlie dutiis are farmed, and in times of Icarcity tlie court is very indulgent and

reaily to make abatei\jent of their rents and taxes in proportion to the occafion. As to

poll or perloiial taxes there are none in Perfia, unlefs ih.it which is levied upon thofc of

a different religion ; nor are necelVary provilions of any kind taxed.

What the revenue of the crown may amount to in the whole is very uncertain, de-

pending fo much as it does upon cafualties ; thofe who have attempted to compute it

fay, that one year with anothi.-r the revenue amounts to four luillions of our money;
which, conlidering their troops arc moft of them paid out of the lands of the ftate, that

arc not reckoned into mis account, is very confiderable ; but as the I'plendourand mag-

nificence of the Perfian court is much beyond any thing we have in I'.urope, podibly

very little of it may remain in the treafury at the year's end. The court, whether u
remains at Ifpahan, Mefched, or uny other capital, or removes from oiiv! proviiici* to

another, as it ufed to do during the fummer, if we confider the women, th ' eunuchs,

and other officers ;md fervants, feldom confifl of lefs than ten thoufand perfons which

belong to the houfehold, not including the troops, or the great men and their depend-

ents, which it mult require an immenfe fum to maintain. The olllcers of the revenue

fend every year up to court the flate of their province, and what every town and village

produces, examined and attefted by the principal inhabitants of the refpecfive places,

which are looked upon as fo many debentures ; and thefe given in payment to thofe

who are entitled to penfions or falaries from the crown. In like manner every gover-

nor pays all the oflicers and foldiers of his province, with allignations on the lands be-

longing to the province; there is very little money diiburfed on thofe occahons, and
where the pay is fmall, as that of the common foldiers and inferior fervants, one man is

deputed from the troop or company to receive the wages of the reft, and the reiidue,

after all demands arc fatisfied, is remitted into the imperial treafury.

It may not be amifs to add a few words concerning the feals under which afts of ftatc

are paifed in Perfia ; they have live feals, which are ufed in five feveral branches of

bufinefs, one in all fuch atfairs as concern the demefne lands. A fecond for commif-

fions, letters patent, &c. The third only in military afl'airs. The fourth about the

reveiuie ; and the (jith in tilings relating to the houfehold. There are no arms en-

graven u|)on ilicm, but on one iliere are the names ()f the tw.lvL> imaiis or patriarchs;

on the others, a fcrap of the Alcoran, or fMne pious expreflion, fliewing their depend-

ence on God, and his prophet Mahomel. The form of one of the kwh is round, two

others are fquare, and the (nlier two are t)f an irregular form. The largell are about

the bignefs of a crown-picee, and the others about half that bignefs. * 'ihcy are made
of turquoifes, rubies, emeralds, or fomo other precious flonos. The prineijwl feal the

Shah always wears about his neck, and on every Friday all inftrunieiits which require

thefe feals are carried to the palace, and iealed in the Shah's prefi'uce. Tiie impref-

fion is made on the paper with a kind of thick ink, and not on wax as with us; the

lame ufage prevails in mofl of th" eaftern courts

II. The generality of the world will agree, from this view of the Perfian policy,

that there is no rcafon, fo long as their government continues in a fettled condition, to

look upon the whole nation as flaves and beads of burthen. It is very certain that

there are great errors in this, as well as in all the conilitutions founded in the Khoraa,

and
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and it muft be fo, for that book itfcif is a mere fyftem of" tyranny ; and which is worfl

of all, it is pretended that this iydeni came from God. It is upcii this principle that the

abfolute power of their princes is built : for as to all the qualifications befides, they

are brought in from the remains of the old IVrfiiui government, which by their appa-

rent wilclom. and natural reftitude, have continued in ufe through all invafions, and in

fpite of all chan-^cs of government. Tims the governors, treafurers, and fecretaries of

of provinces are prccilcly mentioned, both by facred writers, and by the Greek hif-

torians, as well as mocicrn travellers. '1 lie profound refped borne to the Shah is the

remains of that reverence paid to their emperors of old, of which the heathen writers

arc full, which Alexander would have transferred to himfelf, and for which cliiefly the

Romans looked upon tlic Parthians as a barbarous nation.

But above all, the new-years gifts are the (Irongell teftimonies of the difficulty there

is in extirpating ancient cultoms among any let of peojilo. This was the practice in

the mod early times, and thePe'fian emperors with all their pride were then very

humble to ami familiar with their people. They ate and drank v^ith them in public

;

they gave audience to all who defircd it, and as they received prefents even from the

meanelt, lo they received every man's petition, and granted almoll: every man his

requeit.

There are many other things in which the modern Pcrflans refemble very much
their remoteit anceftors, but in nothing more than in their natural inclination to and
wonderful genius for poetry. This is fo univerfal, that every chan, and indeed every

rich and powerful man, keeps a poet in his houfe, to whom occafionally they give

themes, and it is wonderful how well and how fuddenly they execute them. Thefe

fort of people Jilfo frequent cofFee-houfes, and other public places, where, for the

amufement of idle people, they repeat their performances with infinite fpirit, and with

inimitable grace. It is certain that the Pcrfians are very nice in their rhime, but fomc-

what loofe in their numbers, that is to fay, they regard cadence more than quantity.

Yet no nation in the world has more of that enthufialin, which is the eflence of poetry,

the very foimd of their verfes fufficiently diltinguilhes the fubjed, even to the ears of

thofe who are little acquainted with their language ; fo that foreigners are never at a

lofs to know whetlier their poems are merry or melancholy, humourous or grave, in-

tended tu iiiiruct, or calculated only to divert.

In ihiri, almoli: all their learning confifls in poetry, for their proverbs are iu rhime,

fo are tluir fables, and tiiey have hiflories in verfe of a great length, which, though

fuiricieniiv crowded wi;h lable, are feklom or never without a ground of truth. It is

true that tluir modern writers, many of them, make ufe of profe, but even this is in-

termixed with \cHc, aiul they arc alio very apt to quote verfes in converfation, which

thcv are obfervtd to do with gn at |)ropriety. But it is worth our notice, that no kind

of V. riling is here fo nuich in hdhion as I'atyr, Vthich is mo(Uy national, and falls, ge-

nerally fpealiin;T, upon their neighbours. As for example, they reprefent the Turks a-:

brutes :uid barbarians ; und whenever they have a iniml to repivCent a blockiiead, they

are lur^- fo paiia iiim in a Turkilli drels. The great indol'nce, etfeminacy and luxurv

ot the ludian;, are likewifo common topics of raillery, and fo are the faults and follies

ofthf' r;ii-!ars; the ]irid" and felf-fuilieieiicy of the Georgians ; the cunning and felf-

intereflednols of the Rulliaiis, and the coyetouiiiefs of the Europeans are frequently ex-

pefpd by tluir wits.

They are iar from being ignorant of nuific as a fcience ; they learn by rule, and
they play by not.', though in a manner fo diiferent from ours, that it is a long time be-

fore it becomes plcalant to a llrangcr's car. There is no fuch thing as finging in parts,

but

ml



OF THE EMPIRE OF PERSIA. "S
but they fing one after another, and they generally fing to fome ftringed mftruments,

like the lute or viol : their men fing better than the women, but there are not many of

them that praftifc it, finging being looked upon as a fcandalous employment in Perfia,

as well as dancing. People of condition will not fuft'er children to learn either the

one or the other, but it is left almoft entirely to the common wenches and proftitutes,

as it is indeed all over the Eaft. It is reckoned an indecency in people of any reputa-

tion to fing, and it would render a man contemptible who fliould attempt it in com-
pany. The Perfians call their finging-women, Caine, intimating that they derive their

Ikill from the daughters of Cain, who they pretend were the firll inventors of finging

and mufic in the Eaft.

They have a great number of inftruments both of ftring and wind mufic, fome in

Ihape like our hautboys and flutes, others like the viol, harp, virginals, kettle-drums

and trumpets ; but furely their trumpet is the moft monftrous inflrument for fize and
found that can be met with ; it is commonly feven or eight feet long, and proportion-

ably wide at the great end, and as much as a man can hold up ; thefe and their drums
in a manner drown all other founds, though the leffer inftruments, as has been obferved,

have no great harmony in them : and indeed their mufic, as it is called, ferves chiefly

inftead ol^ clocks, to let people know the time of day or night, founding conftantly at

certain hours, for bells they have none ; and when the Shah or any great man goes out

of his palace, you have always notice of it by thefe drums and trumpets, who ftand

over the palace gate, or in fome balcony or gallery, and play upon fuch occafions,

being heard at a vaft diftance. In fome places the mufic and dancing girls make part

of a great man's equipage, and run before him when he goes abroad. •

It is obfervable that the ftrings of their inftruments are never made of gut, the touch-

ing of any thing belonging to a dead animal, efpecially the entrails, being held a pol-

lution J they make them therefore of twifted filk or brafs wire, and it is not only in-

decent, as has been obferved, for people of condition to play upon a mufical inftru-

ment, but it feems alfo to be prohibited by their religion, and therefore their ecclefi-

aftics and devotees will not fo much as be prefent at fuch entertainments.

Aftronomy is ftudied in Perfia purely for the fake of aftrology, which laft they term

the revelation of the ftars. The people of the Eaft look upon aftrology as the key to

futurity, and they have an infatiable curiofity for prying into things to come. I'his

feems to be the principal end of their ftudies, and they look upon a perfon to be ftupid

and ignorant to the hift degree who fpeaks flightly of this fcience. The aftrologcrs of

Perfia, at Icaft the nioft ct Icbratcd, are all natives of the province of Charafan or Bac-

tria, and the moft noted among them of the town of Genabed. The Shah never enter-

tiiins an aftrologcr who is not of that town. The reafon that the aftronoincrs here have

more (kill in their art than elfewhere, it is faid, is becaulb the air is drier and purer, by
which means they have a better opportunity to obferve the motions of the ftars. If

we confider the niunber of aftroloirers that are found in Pcrlla, the rank they hold,

and the large pcnfions they receive from the crown, we may eafily gucfs at the confi-

dence that people put in them ; they are paid by the govvrnment no lefs than four

hundred thoufaiid pounds per annum.
To the poft of ciiief aftrolojjcr to his Imperial Majefty there is annexed a penfion of

ten thoufiind pounds per annum, and to the fecond aftrologcr five thoufand pounds

per annum, and to the reft according to their Ikill. They have alio in prelents an-

nu illy two hundred thoufand pounds, and yet they are fonietlnies arbitrarily puniflied,

and jnit to death for the moft trivial otlences, and even fin- adions the nwft innocent ia

thend'elves, according to the caprice of their prince. Sir John Chardia relates, that in
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the reign of Sefi, when the Shah and all the great men were aflembled to fee fome erf.

minals of ftate cut in pieces, and the chief of the aftrologers was there among the reft j

the Shah viewing attentively the countenances of his courtiers, obferved that the prin.

cipal aftrologcr lliut his eyes at every (Iroke of the fabre, as not able to behold fo hor»

rible a flaughtcr ; he thereupon called to the governor of a prince who fat near him,

and bid him put out the eyes of that dog who fat at his left hand, lince he did not ufe

them, which was executed in an inftant on the unhappy aftrologer, which part of his

deftiny the ftars never revealed to him.

There are conftantly a certain number of aftrologers in waiting at the royal palace,

and always fome of the chief of them about the Shah's perfon, except when he is in the

haram with his women, who advertife hiui of the lucky or unlucky moments. Every
one of them carries an aftrolabe hanging at his girdle, in a neat little cafe not bigger

than the hollow of one's hand ; they are confulted not only in affairs of importance,

but frequently upon the lead trifles ; for inflance, if Mis Imperial Majefty fhall go
abroad ; if it be an aufpicious hour to enter the haram ; if it be a proper time to eat,

or to give audience, &c. When thefe queftions are alked, the aftrologer immediately

takes out his aftrolabe, obferves the fituation of the ftars, and by the afliftance of his

tables makes his aftrological conclufions, to which they give entire faith as to an oracle,

offending againft which would be dangerous.

Their aftronurners obferve pretty juftly the eclipfes of the fun and moon, and often

foretel the very moment wherein thofe luminaries will be obi'curcd ; but there are in-

flances of their being miftaken half an hour, and efpecially in eclipfes of the fun ; but

they differ fmni us in nothing more than in the calculation of the vernal equinox, there

being fometiines an hour's diff"erence between them and the European;^. Comets, they

apprehend, always portend fome great calamity, but generally fuppofe their malign
influences are directed againft fome other empire than their own. They had neither

celeftial globes, or charts, or telefcopes to obferve the conlkllations, till the I ',uropean«

iinported them ; they have fmce indeed endeavoured to imitate their cclelli.ii globes,

and had only fome reprefentations of the conftellations before in a book, called The
Schemes of Abdal Rhamen. It is obfervable, however, that the figures were much
the fame as on our globes ; the longitudes and latitudes of the ftars are alfo marked,
but a little different from ours. The Perfians generally make forty-eight conftella-

tions, and the names of them, for the nioft part, are the fame we give them ; but fome
of them are different. The only inftrumcnts they ufe in any of their operations, are

the aftrolabe and Jacob's ftaff"; and as it is with thefe alone they take the elevation of
the pole, it cannot be fuppofed that their latitudes are very exaft ; their aftrolabes, it

is true, are very curioufly made, and commonly by thofe who ufe them.

The Perfian almanack is called takumi ; it is pCDperly a mixture of aftronomy and
judicial aftrology, containing an account of the conjundions, oppofitions, afpedts, lon-

gii lilies, latitudes, and, in fliort, the whole difpofition of the heavens. It contains alfo

prognoftics of the moft notable events, as war, famin'\ plenty, difeafes, and other acci-

dents of human life, with the lucky or unlucky times for tran fading all manner of
affairs, ilirt cting tlie people to regulate their conduct accordingly. The feftivals alfo

are marki <l, as in our almanacs, but whereas we divide the year into four parts, they

make only two, winter and fummcr. What is moft obfcrrvable is, that though there

are groat numbers of thefe almanac-makers, and though they frequently dit.igree even
in their yftronomical calculations, as well as their predidions, they are neverthelefs

lookid upon as infallible ; i thing fcarce to be credited, if we had not fome examples
•f tiae iume kind nearer home.

1
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Their prognoftications are generally taken from the moon, their artifts believing that

this fublunary world, as it is called, is much more influenced by this planet than by the
fun. And thefe aftrologers, like other oracles, endeavour conftantly to deliver them-
felves in dubious and equivocal expreflions, which may bear various meanings ; fo that

if their predidions prove true in any fcnfe, or but in part, they are fure to meet with

applaufe, though they fhould fail in fome circumftances. They feem to regard the

earth more than the heavens, and to be governed by the confideration of probable cir-

cumftances rather than the conftellations, and their predidlions on that account are fre-

quently found true. For inftance, their almanacks are always publiflied in the fpring,

when the winter is paflcd, and according to the weather they then had it is no difficult

maf^er to fovetcl, whether they (hall have good or bad crops in the fummer, efpecially

in a climate where it does not vary as in Europe ; and from the fame premifes they

will be able to pafs a tolerable judgment on the health or ficknefs of the enfuing feafons.

But above all, as the aftrologers are always about the court, and have fo great a fhare

in the adminiftration of affairs, and fuch credit with all the world, they may be fup-

pofed to make very {hrewd gueflTes in relation to politics. They cannot but obfei-ve the

humours and difpofitions of the Prince and his favourites, the likelihood there is that

one will be reftored, and another difgraced. Na;, , they know very well what an
influence themfelves ,have in thefe cafes, infomuch that there very rarely happens a

confiderable alteration in the fl:ate but it is brought about, and is, indeed, the effeft of

fome of their own prediftions.

But aftrology is not the only foible of this kind, for they have various other forts of

divination, which have grown into ufe by degrees, under the feveral changes of their

government. It is true, that for the mofl part their aftrologers prafliife thefe, but

not exclufively, for there are others who praftife them likewife, more efpecially geo-

inancy, which is the favourite method of divining throughout all the eaft. Charms
and amulets againft difeafes and enchantments are another part of their fuperftition ;

you will not find a Perfian without his amulet, and fome of them almoft loaded with

them, they put them alfo about the necks of their domeftic animals ; thefe amulets

have certain infcriptions on paper, and fometimes on precious ftoncs, and thefe infcrip-

tions they wear in little bags about them ; they contam fome paflages of the Alcoran,

or fentences of their faints or prophets, applicable to the difeafe or enchantment they

would avert : the Perfians alfo are extravagantly fuperftitious in relation to days and

times. They depend in thefe cafes as much on the diviners and aftrologers, as a child

upon its nurfe ; for inftance, when the Shah is upon a journey the aftrologers will make
him rife at midnight, and begin his march in the worft weather that can happen, and

perhaps out of the high road, to avoid the unfortunate hour, or his evil ftars, as from

ignorance or knavery they moft impudently call them.

We muft not, however, imagine, notwithftanding thefe follies are very general, that

there is not fome kind of real and ufeful learning amongft this great nation. Moral

philofophy is in high credit with them, and is not only taught but praftifed ; they

have many excellent and judicious books upon this fubjcft, in which the viciflitudes of

human life, and the folly of placing happinefs in fenfual enjoyments, are very fully and

very finely ftated. As for the ordinary parts of education, and fuch as may fit youth

for common bufinefs, they have as many conveniences as other people. There are

abundance of fchools in every town, where, befidcs the Perfian, is taught the Arabic,

which is their learned language -, the Alcoran, and their other facred writings, are all

in this language ; and the Alcoran is looked upon as the ftandard of good language

both for grammar and vlictoric. People of condition chufe to have private tutors lor

c o 2 their
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their children, rather than fend them to thefe pubHc fchools ; and no nation, it is faid,

is more intent on the education of children, and breeding them up to manly exercifes

than the Pcrfians. I'heir Ichools are called Mektcb, which fignifies an entrance ; this

being, fay they, the gate by which the lads enter into the fciences.

There ain?, as has been faid, many in every town, and the cxpence of fchooling is

very fmall. They learn the Perfian and Arabian languages, with writing and accounts,

which when they are arrived at fome perfection in, they are removed to fome college,

or Mcdres, as they call them, which fignifies a place where their dodrines or principles

of their religion are taught. Their colleges are all endowed, and fome of them very

richly ; the largefl have fifty or fixty apartments, and to each of them belong two

chambers. In thofe colleges that are belt endowed, every fcholar has about two (hil-

h'ngs a day allowed him, which he lays out as he thinks fit, for they do not conimon
together.

There are fome colleges where the Undents have no more than a penny a day, and

yet interefl is made to get into one of thefe on account of having a lodging gratis, and

fome other cafual advantages. Many here are, who get in without any defign to

fludy, and live and grow old in thofe houfes, and are allowed to have their wives and

children with them, whofe principal defign feCms to be in eafe and idlenefs. There are

abundance of colleges in the great towns of Pcrfia, and fome in the villages. The Per-

fians lay out the greatefl: part of their charities in public founduions. In the firft place,

ihey ufually build a caravanferai for the lodging of travellers gratis ; afterwards a

bagnio, a coft'ee-houfe, a bazar, or market-place, and they purchal'e alfo a garden, and
thefe they let out, and apply the revenues arifing from them towards the building and
endowing of a college. 'Ihe founder and his heirs have the appointment of the head

and governors of the fociety ; and if the founder's eftate happens to be forfeited to the

crown, the Shah has tho nomination. In Ifpahan there are fifty-feven colleges, moft of

them of royal foundation, or which have devolved to the crown ; there are profeffors

who teach the fciences in every college, to whom the fcholars make an annual allow-

ance for their trouble ; but as there are feveral who read ledures gratis, the fcholars

frequently refort to thefe, and forfake their proper tutors.

Thofe (Indents who are men of parts and learning, may h:v,ve a falary in any great

man's houfe for inftruding his children ; for thefe never lend their children either to

fchools or colleges, but have them educated in their own houfe. The head of the houfe

admits or excludes whom he fees fit, and pays the (ludents their penfions monthly, fo

that they fliew him abundance of refpect. Befides their colleges, there are in every

town thofe who teach the liberal arts gratis, and thefe are frequently great officers who
have been difcarded, or have voluntarily retired from court. Thefe frequently allow

their difciplcs books and paper, and entertain them at their own expence certain days

in the week, and fometimes clothe their pupils and give them money, and by this

means they endeavour to recover their reputation with the people ; for nothing gives

a gentleman fuch a reputation in Perfia, as the inftrucHng great numbers of fcholars

at their own expence, and their being patrons of learning and learned men. Thefe
are circuinltances that muft efteftually prove, that the Europeans have no right to treat

the Perfians as a rude and barbarous j)cople.

As the cufloms and manners, lb the reading and learning of all nations muft differ, and
the wider and more remote thefe differences are, the readier the vulgar on both fides I'eem

to be in deriding and contemning each other ; but as this humour proceeds trom the fame

principle in both call's, viz. that of prduming themfelves to be the ftandard by which

the vvifdom and civility, ilje Igurning and poliicudii of all other nations are to be de-

9 . tcrniined j
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termined ; and as this is a point not to be defended, it ought to be given up as no better

than a popular error in both. It has been already obferved. that a great part of the

rnodern conltitution of Perfia is derived from the ancient form of government that

prevailed under their old Emperors, that is, the feries of Princes, who governed that

which is fo well known to the learned world, by the title of the fecond general empire,

allowhig the AiTyrian to be the firft. It is, therefore, well w irthy our notice, that con-

futations judicioufly fettled, arc of fo permanent a nature, and have fuch an interior

itrcngth and folidity, as not only to refifl; the power of time, but even of repeated inva-

fions, to which it is certain, that no country in the world has been more fubject than

this of which we are fpeaking. We may from hence difcern, that though nations

wade away, and are loft, as well as all the monuments of their power and greatnefs,

yet the effeds of their wifdom remain, and the coquerors themfelves are content to

receive and fubmit, for their own fakes, and from a convidion of their excellence, to

the laws of the conquered.

We know that this has been heretofore obferved of the Egyptians ; we know that in

much later times it has been confeffed in reference to the Chinefe, but 1 do not re-

member to have feen this remark made before as to the Perfians. Yet I arrogate

nothing to myfelf upon this head ; for whoever reads Dr. Hyde's learned book, and
compares it with the modern accounts of Perfia, mud difcover it at firft fight. At this

day the whole plan of the Perfian conftitution, except the ecclefiaftical part of it, which

is changed by the introduction of Mahometanifm, is very near the fame that it was three

thoufand years ago ; and yet the Perfees, who are the remains of the ancient people of

Perfia, to whom that conftitution belonged, are now reduced to fo inconfiderable a
remnant, that it is doubted whether there may be ten thoufand fouls left in Perfia of

this race. Thofe that are left, indeed, prefcrve their primitive cuftoms, and are au-

thentic witneflcs of the truths reported of them by the moft learned writers. It is,

indeed, true, that there is another fmall colony of thefe people in the Indies, and it may
not be amifs to put the reader in mind of a conjeflure, mentioned in Commodore
Roggewin's voyage, that fome iflands, discovered by him in the South Seas, are actually

peopled by the relids of thefe ancient Perfians.

I had myfelf an opportunity of convening for feveral years with a very fenfible phy-
fician, who went that voyage, to whom 1 was indebted for many of the particulars pub-
liftied therein ; and wli 1 is dead fince they were publiflied. Of this gentleman I very

carefully enquired wha the reafons were which induced him and his companions to

advance that notion, wh. h at firft fight is none of the moft probable. He told me the

caufes were chiefly three , Firft, that their complexions, in the fentiments of thofe who
had feen fome of the Gul)^ is in Perfia, very much refembled them, and were very

unlike either the inhabitants of Afric, or of India ; for whereas the former are of a

black, and the latter of a reddifh or iron colour ; thefe were of a light olive, and yet

their afpedts differed abfolutely from the Chinefe and Tartars. The fecond caufe he
alligncd, was their worfhipping the fun and fire ; turning towards the eaft when they

prayed, and ufing a low or whifpering voice, all of which are fuitable enough to the

Giibers, or Gai'rs, as the Turks call them. Tlie third was the innocency of their

manners, the quiet and peaceable life they lead, the pains they took in culiivating their

lands, and their great induftry in feveral ingenious nvanufadures. I (liall not take upon
nie to determine what credit is due to tliefe conjectures, but fliall content myfelf

with obfcrving, that they are worth remembering ; and confidering perhaps, our
pofterity niay have an opportunity by convcrfing with tliefc people, to enter into them
more minutely.

Onr
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One thing more I reculle£t that paflbd upon this fubje£l, and it was this that inge.

nious gentleman obferved to me, that though we had various travels through and

iccounts of Perfia, yet we had no general or correft hiftory of it, by which a curious

perfon might fee in a little time, what changes had happened therein, from the earlied

ages down to the prefent, which he thought might be of very great ufe, even though it

were digefted into a very narrow compafs. Upon mature deliberation, Tfaw the truth

and expediency of this in the (Irongelt light, and that nothing difabled us fo'much in

this part of the world from forming a right judgment of affairs m thofe parts, as the not

having diflindt and correct views of the fucceflions of their Princes.
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J. rOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA,

IN THE YEARS 1786-7.

WITH A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE REMAINS OF THE CELEBRATED PALACE Of
PERSEPOLIS, XnD other INTERESTING EVENTS,

£y WILLUM FR^NCKLIN,
IMIION ON THE HON, COMPANY'S BENGAL B3TABLISHMINT, LATELT RETURNED FROM PERSIA.

ON the 27th of February 1786, 1 embarked on board the fhip Yarmouth, Captain

Greenly commander, for Bombay, in my way to Perfia, having obtained a fur-

lough from the Council, for three years.

On the 7th of March we left the pilot.— 22d March we made the land, about 12
o'clock P.M.— ran part our port in the night about twelve miles:— 23d, all day
nearly becalmed ; anchored at fix in the evening :— 24th, at day-light, made fail $

at feven, faw the flag-flaff at Point de Galle ; at twelve, went on Ihore.

Point de Galle.'] Point de Galle is a fmall fort, fituated on the fouth-wefl: fide of

the ifland of Ceylon, belonging to the Dutch Eaft India Company, and has a com-
mandant and a fmall military force ; the commandant is fubjed to the orders of the

governor of Columbo, the chief refidency on the fame ifland ; the inhabitants, ex-

cepting the Dutch, are a mixture of Malabars and native Portuguefe ; but great num-
bers of the latter, efpecially of the lower clafs of people. There is a tolerable tavern

here, the only one in the place ; the living very cheap. Here is little trade at this

place, excepting on account of the Dutch Company. Topazes, amethyfts, and other

precious (tones, are found on the ifland of Ceylon, and brought here for fale ; but it

is dangerous to purchafe them, when fet, without being (killed in thofe commodities ;

the people who fell them being very expert in making the falfe (lones appear like true

ones, by colouring them at the bottom. No kind of fpice, nutmegs, or any other

rarities for which this ifland is fo celebrated, arc to be met with at this place ; nor did

we, on our approach to the ifland, perceive any of thofe odoriferous gales defcribed

by travellers, as exhaling from the cinnamon and other fpices with wiiich this ifland

abounds. The harbour is circular; at the entrance of it lie many rocks, juft above
the furface of the water, which make it very danpjerous for ftrange (hips to go in,

without a pilot ; the waves beat with amazing violence againft the foriifications.

Along, and almoit all around the harbour, are the country houfes of the ii' habitants,

which have a pleafing elFed to the eye ; the road to theie, by land, is 'hrough a grove

of cocoa-nut trees, which forms an agreeable fliado. However, this place mud be very

unhealthy, as very high hills lie clofe behind the houfos, and exhale noxious vapours

both morning and evening, which make it very precarious to the inhabitants in point

of health ; they are in general fickly, but particularly Europeans. I obferved, in the

courfe of a few hours* Hay on Ihore, feveral people whofe legs were Iwelled in a moft

exti-aordiaary

::ii::^i:



03« FRANCKLIn's tour from BEKOAL to PERSIA.

extraordinary manner ; this the natives account for, from the badnefs of the water,

and the vapours whicli arife from the adjoining hills. I have heard that the inhabit

tants of Malacca are liable to the fame uifeafe, and from fimilar caufcs.

Fi(h is to be had here in great plenty ; poultry of all kinds is very fcarce ; the fruits

are chiefly plantains, pine-apples, and pumple nofes ; the cocoa-nuls are alfo in great

Elenty and very good ; the bread is tolerable, but the butter execrable, it being little

ctter than tram oil ; and indeed this is the cafe in all the Dutch fcttleinents, and mo(t

other foreign ones, the French and Englifli excepted. We Hept on (hore that night

;

and, not being able to fell any part of the cargo, the next morning went on board,

and failed immediately. On the 29th faw the land a little to the eaflward of Cape
Comorin, and the 31 It of March came to anchor in the roads of Anjengo, vhere we
found the Company's fhip the Duke of Montrofe, waiting for a cargo or pepper. On
the lO. of April went on Ihore at day-light, and returned on board in the evening.

yinjcngo.'] Anjengo is a fuiall fort and Englifli rcfidency, the firft that you ar-

rive at upon the Malabar coaft from Cape Comorin : the inhabitants are Malabars and

native Portugucfe, mixed. It is reported to be one of thefirfl places in India for in-

telligence, and the Englifli have received great fervice from it in that refped during

the late war ; it would be ftill more advantageous if the road to Europe by way of

Suez was open, but that has been for fome time fliut up, on account of fome unhappy
diflerences. At Anjengo there is a poll ,to feveral parts of India; this is but lately

eflabliflied. On the 2d of April, failed ; 6th, faw a Ihip at anchor in Cocheen roads,

which we could not enter, being driven off by the moft violent gale of wind I ever

experienced; it laded fix-and thirty hours without ceffation, the fea running moun-
tains high. Fortunately, the fliip received no damage, excepting the lofs of the main
yard, which was broken in two. On the 8th we found ourfelves, by obfervation, to

the northward of our port : on the 9th, came to anchor in Cocheen roads, and went
on ftiore immediately.

Cocbcen.~\ Cocheen is a large fettlement belonging to the Dutch Eafl: India

Company. It is very populous, and a place of great trade ; the inhabitants are a mix-
ture of a variety of Eaftern nations, being compofed of Malabars, Armenians, Per-

fians, Arabians, Jews, Indians, and native Portuguefe. The Jews occupy a whole
village, a little to the weflward of the town ; they live feparate irom the reft of the

inhabitants: I went into feveral of their houfes, and could not help obferving, in this

people, a ftriking peculiarity of features, different from any I had ever feen ; a re-

femblance fcemed to run through the whole, as if they were all of one family : they

feldom or ever marry out of their own tribe, by which the likenefs is preferved, from
father to fon, for a long time. I am told there is the fame fimilarity of features to be

obferved amongft the Jews of Amfterdam in Holland, and other parts of Europe.
This certainly ferves to diftinguifli them more as an original people than any other.

They have a good fynagogue here, and are lefs opprcflcd, and have more liberty, than

in moll other parts of the Eaft. The rajah of Cocheen refides here, but lives in an
indifl'erent flate, being fo much oppreilcd by the Nabob Tippoo on the one h;\nd, and
the Dutch on the other, as to have little or nothing left for hiinfolf. He is a Gentoo.

Cocheen, in former times, was a place of coniidcrablo celebrity, and was one of the

places pitched upon by the firft Portuguefe leitlers in the Eaft:, after the difcovery of

the pafiage round the Capo of Good Hope by Vafco de Gama ; but that people have

now very little left of the vaft wealth and power they formerly enjoyed ; a revolution

of three centuries has reduced them below mediocrity in the general fcale of Euro-

pean adventurers. The fort is a very large one, and very well fortified on the land

fide;
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two of which, rcprcfonfinff the late Vakeel Keritn Khan, and his eldcfl: fon Abul
Futtah Khan, are tolerably well executed; and I was told by the natives that they

were good refeniblances. In front there are three handfome fountains, with ftone

balbns, which arc tonflantly playing. In the great Iquare before the Citadel is the

'J'ope Khana, or park of artillery : it confifls of feveral pieces of cannon mounted on
' 'd carriages, mod of the guns (uliicli are Spanifli and Portuguefe, excepting two
l'.np;li(h twenty-tour poiintlers) are fo dreadfully honeycombed, that they would cer-

tainly burd on the firll dilcharge.

Shirauz has many good bazars and caravanferais : that diftinguiflied by the appel-

lation of the Vakeel's bazar (fo called from its being built by Kerhn Khan), is by far

the handfomeft ; it is a long itreet, extending about a quarter of a mile, built entirely

of brick, and roofed fometiiing in the (lyle of the piazzas in Covent Garden ; it is

lofty and well made ; on each fido a)-e the fliops of the tradcfmen, merchants, and
others, in which are cxpofcd for fale a variety of goods of all kinds: thefe (hops are

the property of the Khan, and arc rented to the merchants at a very cafy monthly

rate. Leading out of this bazar is a fpacious caravanferai, of an odagon form, built

of brick ; the entrance through a handfome arched gate-way : in the centre is a place

for the baggage and merchandife, and on the fides above and below commodious
apartments for the merchants and travellers ; thefe are alfo rented at a moderate

monthly funi. About the centre of the above-mentioned bazar is another fpacious

caravanferai, of a fquare form, the front of which is ornamented with a blue and white

enamelled work, in order to reprclbnt China-ware, and has a pleafing eft'edt to the eye.

This building is larger than the former, and is chiefly reforted to by Armenian and

other Chrillian merchants ; there are befulcs feparate bazars in Shirauz, for the dif-

ferent companies of artificers, fuch as goldi'miths, workers of tin, dyers, carpenters,

joiners, ha; ters, and flioemakcrs; thefe confift of long ftreets, built very regularly,

and roofed.

The Jews At Shirauz have a quarter of the city allotted to themfelvcs, for which

they pay a coiifiderable tax to government, and are obliged to make frequent prefents :

thefe people are more odious to the Perfians than thofe of any other faith ; and every

opportunity is taken to opprefs and extort money froni them ; the very boys in the

fireet being accuRomed to beat and infult them, of which treatment they dare not com-

plain. The Indians have a caravanferai allowed them in another quart6r of the city,

for which they are alfo under contribution. I'here is a mint at Shirauz where money

is coined in the name of Jaafar Khan, the prefent poUcflbr, the procefs i^f which is very

fimple, like mod in other places of the Kait, the gold or filver being laid in a dye fitted

for the pi'.rpole, and druck with a large hanmier, which completes the operation.

Here alio the public Serafs (or money-changers) fet and regulate the exchange of gold

and iilver.

Mcfques, tV."] Shirauz is adorned with many fine mofqucs, particularly tliat built

by the late Keriin Khan, which is a lioble one: being very well difguilcd in my Per-

fian drel's, 1 had an op.port unity of entering the building unobferved ; it is of a Iquare

form; in the centre is a d-ne refervoir of watt-r, made fcr performii;g the neceifary

ablutions or Wiifliings, previous to prayer; on the four fides of the l;uilding are arched

apai'tinents allotted for devotions, fome of the'fronts of which are covered with China

tiles ; i)ut Kerini Klian dying before the work was completed, the renviuiuler has been

made up with a blue and white enamelled work of the kind before dcferibi.d. Within

the aparimeni?, on t!ie walls, on each fide, are engraved various fentences from the

Koran, in the Niiilvhi charadcr ; and at the upper end of the Iquare is a I?.i-,i;e dome,
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with a cupola at top, wliicli is the particular place appropriated for the devotion of tlie

Vakeel ; this is liiud throughout with white marble, ornamented with the curious blue

and gold iirlificial lapis lazuli, and lias three large filver lamps fufpended from the roof

of the di)iiu: : here mullahs or pritils are conftantly eiMployed in reading the Koran.

This mofijuc has very good detached apartments, with places for ablutions and other

religious ceremonies : at a little dillance, on the outfide, the late Vakeel had laid the

foundation for a range of very handfoine buililings, which he defigned to have been

occupied by mullahs, dervillus, and other religious men ; but, dying before the work
was brought to pcrfc-iition, the troubles in IVrha fmce that period have prevented any

other perlbns from fmidiing them, and in this imperfect (late they remain at prefent,

much to be regretted ; as it would have added greatly to the beauty of the whole.

In the centre of the city is another molque, which the Perfians call the Musjidi No6,
or the new mofque ; but its date is nearly coeval with the city itfelf, at lealt fince it

has been inhabited by Mahomcdans : it is a fquare building of a noble fize, and has

apartments for prayer on each lide ; in them are many infcriptions in the old Cufick

character, which of themfelves denote the antiquity of the place ; in the centre of the

fquare is a large terrace, on which the Perfians perform their devotions, both morning
and evening ; this terrace is capable of cont.ainin^ upwards of two hundred perfons,

and is built of Hone, raifed two feet and a half high from the ground ; there are here

two very large cyprcfs irees of an extraordinary height, which the Perfians affirm to

have ftood the amazing length of fix hundred years : they are called Aalhuk Maalhuka,
or the lover and his miftrefs, and are held by the people in great veneration. The
mofque has a garden adjoining to it, and places neced'ary for performing ablutions.

In another quarter of the city is a fquare building of a very large fize, formerly a
college of conliderable note, where the arts and fciences were taught ; and is the fame
as that mentioned by Sir John Chardin, who vifited this city in the laft century, 't

is now, however, decaying very fall, but there are ftill mullahs and religious men re-

fiding in it ; at prefent it goes by the name of Mudrufla Khan, or the Khan's college

;

but literature and the fciences have long fince been negleded at Shiraoz, and the pre-

fent fifuution of the country does not feem to promife a fpeedy revival.

'1 here are places in Shirauz dillinguiflied by the name of Zoor Khana, the houfe of
flrength or exercife, to which the Perfians refort for the fake of excrcifing themfelves.

Thefe houles confilt of one room, with the floor funk about two feet below the furface

of the earth, and the light and air are admitted to the apartment by means of feveral

fmall perforated apertures made in the dome. In the centre is a large fquare terrace

of earth, well beaten down, Anooth, and even ; and on each fide are fmall alcoves

raifed about two feet above the terrace, where the muficians and fpedators are feated.

When all the competitors are aflembled, which is on every Friday morning by day-

break, they immediately llrip themfelves to the waifl ; on which each man puts on a
pair of thick woollen drawers, and takes in his hands two wooden clubs of about a
foot and a half in length, and cut in the (hape of a pear ; thefe they reft upon each

Ihouldcr, and the mufic flriking up, they move them backwards and forwards with

great agility, (lamping with their feet at the fame time, and ftraining every nerve, till

they produce a very profufe perfpiration. After continuing this exercife about half

an hour, the mafter of the houfe, who is always one of them, and is diftinguilhed by
the appellation of Pehlwaun, or wrelller, makes a fignal, upon which they all leave

olT, quit their clubs, and, joining hands in a circle, begin to move their feet very brilkly

in union with the mufic, which is all the while playing a lively tune. Having conti-

nued this for a confiderable time, they commence wrelUing j but before the trial of

ikill
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(Tiill in this art 'ocgins, the niafter of the houfo addrcflcs the company in a particular

fpeech, in part ot which he informs tlic candidates, that as they are all met in good

tellowfhip, fo ought they to depart, and that in the tontelt they are about entering

into, thoy fliould have no malice or ill-will in tlieir hearts ; it being only an honourable

emulation, and trial of (Irength, in which they are going to exert thenifelvcs, and not

a contentious brawl ; he therefore cautions them to proceed in good humour and

concord. This fpccch is loudly applaud(?d by the whole alVcnibly. The wreftlers

then turn to their diverfion, in which the madcr of the houfe is always the challenger;

and, being accuftomed to the exercifc, generally proves conqueror, by throwing each

of the company two or three times lucceflively. i have fometimes, however, feen him
meet with his equal, elpecially when beginning to grow fatigued. The fpedators pay

each a Shahee, m money, equal to three-pence Knglifli, for which they are rcfrcmed

during the diverfion with a calean and coffee. 'I'his mode of cxercifo, I fliould fup-

pofe, muft contribute to health, as well as add ftrength, vigour, and a manly ap-

pearance to the frame. It ftruck me, in its manner of execution, to bear fome re«

I'emblance to the gymnaflic exercifes of the ancients.

'fhe jBat/js."] The baths in Ferfia are very commodious, and well worthy the at«

tcntion of a ftranger ; they generally confift of two large apartments, one of v hich

furniflies an accommodation for undrefling, the other is the baih ; on the fides of the

firft arc benches of ftone, raifed two feet from the ground, on which arc fpread mats
and carpets, where the bathers fit to undrefs, and from thence they proceed to the

bath through a long narrow pafl'age. The bath is a large room cf an odagon form,

with a cupola at top, through which the light and air are admitted ; on the fides of

this room are fmall platforms of wood railed about a foot from the ground, on M'hich

the people who enter to bathe perform their devotions, a ceremony tne Perfians always

previoufly obferve : at the upper end of the room is a large bafon or refervoir of water,

built of ftone, well heated by means of ftoves made at the botton, with iron gratings

over them ; and adjoining is another refervoir of cold water, of either of which the

bather has his choice. When he comes out of the hot bath, which is generally in

the fpace of ten or twelve minutes, the people of the houfe ftand ready to perform
the operation of rubbing, and to effeft this he is laid at full length on his back, with

a pillow to fupport his head ; a brufli made of camel's hair is then ufed, which com.
pletely rubs off all the dirt the body has contracted. After rubbing fome time, they

rinfe the whole body with feveral bafons of warm water, and the perfon is recondudled

to the drefling apartment, where he fliifts and dreffes at leilure, receiving a calean to

fmoke. The Perfians are much more fcrupulous than any other Eaftei*n nation in

pcrniitting foreigners to go into their baths, which if attempted with their knowledge,

they prevent. By means however of a fmall prefent, and on account of my living

in a Perfian family, and going privately at night, I had always free accefs ; although

Mr. Jones, a gentleman of the Buffora factory, then refiding at Shirauz, going one
night, after he was undreffed, was informed by the keeper of the houfe, who under-

ftood he was an European, that he muft drefs himfelf immediately, and quit the place;

alleging in excufe, that if it was known he had admitted a Feringy, he ftiould lofe both

his cuftom and reputation, as the bath would thereby be deemed polluted. This is

very remarkable, as I am informed that in Turkey it is quite the contrary, ff.reigncrs

of all denominations being there allowed to ufe any of the baths whenever their incli-

nations lead them.

1'he Gill Reazee, or/cattcriftg of Rofes.~\ During the fpring, the baths in Ferfia are

decorated in great finery, a cuftom diftinguiihed by the natives under the name of

1 1 a Gul
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Gill Rti^ce ("or the fcattcring of rofes), from the vafl quantity of thofc flowers flrowcd

in the apai tnii'iits ; this ciTciiioiiy continues ii week or ten d.ns, iiiirin<.r which time iho

guod.^ ari' ontc".t:iinL\l with niiific, dancing, colllv, fhcrbot, i'ic. ami the Jrcfling apart*

nR-nt is decked out with paintings, l()oking-j;hiir<'.s, (Ireainer.;, and otiior ornantcnts, at

the oxpcncc ol' the malU r of tiie iunnauni, who coniplinieiUs his ciiflonurs on tho

occaiion, though a finall profent is generally made by ihem to tho mnficlan-. The
baths are ul'ed alternately by men and wonten every other day, but each iex generally

til'e them bur once a week, or in every ten iluys at fartheft.

The bath built by Kerini Klifm is particularly beautiful ; it lias for the outer apart-

ment a large hamlfomo od>igon, to whii h light is conveyeii from the top ; on the lid j*

are platform.; of (lone, raifed tliree feet from the ground, each of which has a iquari'

refcrvoir ot Water, and a large tountaiii, which, by cuiillantly pla\!!ig in the cenuv of

tile room, render . the |)l.ice very cool and agreeable ; the fides are adorned with pi.'hires

and tapellry ; the inner ajiarlment is lined tln-oughfUt with 'I'auris marble, and thw

dome and tides ornamented with the imitation of tli>'' lapi; la/uli. 'I'o this bath none
nre admitted but thofe of a higher rank, it being chielly ufed by the principal Khans, or

olliccrs of the army, and their families.

Sh^ih C/.':riii\i;.2 In ilie c. litre of the city, adjoining to the niofque called Muspidi

Noo aforementioned, is a building of a very large fize, which is called by the l*erfian»

the Shiih Cheraug, or the king's lamp, and u confulered as a place oF the greatefl

fanftity about Shirauz, being the maufeolmn of the brother ol'one of their Imauins, or

Iicads of the faith ; this place is of conliderable antiquity, nor is the exad date of its

foundation afcertained ; but by an extract I procured f.om tin- chronicles of the place,

it appears to have been repaired by the ceKbrateil I'rince Az/ud ad Dowlah Deilemcc,

of the family of Buyah, who was Ameer al Umrali to one of the C.aliphs of the houfc

of Abbas, and was a Prince of great abilities, learning, and piety. Ho reigned in the

fourth century of the Mahomedan llijra.

Having with great diiUculty procured an cxtrad from the chronicles of the place,

which are kept in the mofque, I lliall here infert a tr.uillation of them ; and it will ap-

pear by this extract, that the building was formerly magnificent, but is now going to

ruin. The laft perfon who repaireil it was Kerim Kh.ui, who gave it a comjilete new
covering, but fince his time it has been negleded, and has I'utlered much by the rain

and other accidents, owing to the very great age of the building ; liowiver, there arc

at prefent fome of thelmaums Zadas, or defcendanis from thtir linaums, re Tiding in it,

who are fupportcd l-y what little remains of the former ample revenues of tho place.

Exlra^ from the Aafar Ahumud^:^ or Chronicles of the Shah Chtrdgy the Sepulchre of

Ahumud Ibn Muufa.

*• It is related, from the regifler of moft refpcchiblc chronicles, that in the days of

Sultaim Azzud ad Dowlah Deilleinee, it was thus revealed to that Prince in a dream,
that Mf.-er Mahummed (the fon of the religious, chief of the tribe of the worlhippers of

God, tho mdl learned of the holy orators, and ])rime heail of the expounders of the

Koran), as alfo Ahumud Ibn Afeef ad Deen Kubi er (chief of the fpeakers of truth, and
of thofe who praife the Deity), two perfons, who from purity of heart had become
the fervants and guardians of this holy monument and moft fanitiiied tomb, there

reding from tlieir labours, are interred. The Sultaun, therefore, was enjoined to go
to their imtrn-diatc defendant.;, that is to fay, Sheik Afeef ad Deen Sitni and Peer

Shcins ad Deen ,vho arc both now alive, and that he fhould by their mciuisbc pointed

11 cut
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out the facrcd tomb, and from them receive inftrudlons for the rcbiiildinpf and heauti>

fviiiK iIk' I'difii'c ; and as formerly In thodays ofSufdot ad Dcen, Miilaiiood, Ihn IJcilr

ad Dcen, this hn|y tomb, as well as that of Sciud M.'t r Mi)liainnud Abudeen Monla

Ihn J lat ir (upon whom be pcai:c!), and al fo that of ;kiud Allah ad Deen lloUein Ibii

Mdui'a Kafi'n flhe bkllint; cf God be upon them !), had been re-biiilt and beaulilVjd ;

fo Ameer Sultan Azziid ad Dowl.ih Deillemee, who is the Have of the pcllerify of Ali,

having been pointed t)ullhelb things in a dream, let f(n'\vards towards tl:e holy place;

and as this had been revealed to him, fo it had alio been revealed to ihe domcltics ot

tlio faci-'-d lepiilchre of Sheick Afeef ad Doen Suni and Peer Sliems ail Deen : they,

therefore, when the Sullaim arriveil, informed him of what they IkhI beheld ; and h -,

agreeably to the command, came to the holy (epvdehre, and ordered it to be opened ;

wliich being done, it appeared by meafnrement that this tomb was liftcen yards in

length, and ten yards in breadth ; and the facred eorpfe was difcovcred to the cvl^s of

Sultaim Azznd ad Dowla, and ihofe who were wiih him, as well as to the grandtatlier

of the author of the prefent work, who was on the fpot. Upon the tomb they per-

ceived a lighted candle, fci nted with tamphire ; and the body of that holy pcrlbn

appeared quite frefh ami fwcet, as if but lati ly interred, whllll from the bl' iUd tomb
there was emitted the fcent of pure mulk and andxTgris, and from the top of the dome
the rays of a clear and bright light were red cted around. It is further related, in the

Shirauz N.'ma, that Atia Heg Abu liukir, the lim ol Saad V',uids.ce, in the year of the

llijra 446, added many apartments to this building, as alfo did, after him, the moft
illudriiHis lady Bebee J.mi Khatoon, who was eitlur the feccmd or third bcnefadlrefs

to it.— Ihe hiibny further oblerves, that Sultaun A/.zud ad Dowla, and thofc who
were with him, perceived on the fmgor of the eorpfe a feal ring, on which was engraved

the following words :
' 1/x.ut Alia 1 aala Ahunuid Ibn Moula : To CJod Almighty be

glorv ! Ahiunud the ion of Moufa:' and, moreover, Sultaun Ameer Azzud ad

Dowla ilrew this ring olF the finger, when fuddcnly it became invifible to him, and
was on the finger of another in company, (but God knows who !) The Shirauz Nama
alfo relates, that at this time Sultaun Ameer Azzud ad Dowla was aflli(?:ed with a

vi'^lent allhma, and the moment he entered the hc^ly fepulchrc, by virtue of hat facred

b<.>dy, he became perfedly cured, without the finalleil; trace of his diforder remaining ;

in ackncnvledgment of which great blefling, Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla determined on
rebuilding ami beautifying the f;icred tomb ; and thole buildings which were to be focn

in the days of Azzud ad Dowla, particularly the f (nidation of the prefent dome, the

tower, the Iiaram, and the ornaments of the fepulchre, as well as the college adjoining

to the court-yard, wi-re all done by him. He alfo appointed fixed falaries for the

domellics of the place. The lady above mentioned, Bebee Jam Khatoon, was the

filler of Sultaun lihaac, and not only a mod noble and illuflrious Princefs, but fo de-

vout and refpedable as to be the |)ride and ornamcn* of the Seljukian race : (may the

mercy of God be upon her!) She it was that rebuilt the tower, and thofe apart-

ments which are abov> (he area, both above and below, as alfo the market-place ad-

joining the IMeidan *, ilie Nokara Khana t, and the Alh Khana |. The Fars Nama,
the Nezam al Towarc^ k, as well as the Shirauz Nama of Sheick Kuttob, and the

Kitab Ilizza Bei.iun, i:il relate that the above noble charader, Bebee JaanI Khatoon,

appointed fourteen parcels of arable land, with proper aquedufts for conveying water,

the revenues of which were taken from the village of Meimoon, and other places in the

neighbourhood of Shirauz, for the maintenance of this holy tomb : flie alfo made a

A f(juarc. t The gallery for mufic. \. The kitchen.
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prefent of thirty volumes of the Koran, written in letters of gold (the work of Moutana
Yeheea) ; and there was written on the top of them, ' May the curfe of God overtake

thofe who prefume to lay hands on, or take away, thefe books.' She even ordained, that,

excepting the guardian of the fepulchre, none (hould prefume to look into, or meddle
with the facred volumes ; nor ihould any have concern with the lands allotted for the

fupport of the place, or the fervants or domeftics belonging to it, on any account

whatever except him ; which ordinations were confirmed by all fucceeding Princes and
great men who afterwards became benefadors to the tomb. It is further recorded,

that Meer Hubeeb Allah, the ilowcr of religious and holy men, and chief of the race

of the Seiuds (defcendants of Mahoi al), the moll wife, the moft learned, and the

moft exalted of his age, the difpofor of benefices, and the performer of good aftions,

who, in the reign of Shah Tehamafp al Huflen al Hofsceni BLhiidcr Khan (whole ha-

bitation now is paradife), was chief niagiltrate of the province of Fars, and guardian

of the holy fepulchre, which he held by right of inheiitancc from his ancellors, who
in regular fucceflion had enjoyed the office of Vizier in Perfia and guardian of this

tomb, and voluntarily gave up all they poffeiTed in fupport of it ; for this reafon, there-

fore, Meer Hubeeb Allah refolved on re-beautifying the building, in confequence of

which the tower and the apartments, both above and below, as well as the body of the

edifice, were by him adorned in the moft elegant manner, with curious gold enamelled

work, in imitation of lapis lazuli, and other coftly materials, as well within the building

as in the outer courts and offices ; and excepting the tomb of that illuftrious Prince and
Imaum, Abul Huffun Ah, Ibn M6ufa al Reza, the chief of the Imaums, (the blefling

of God be upon him !) who was brother to this Imaum, there was nothing in the four

quarters of the world could equal it, for the quantity of ground allotted for its fupport,

the ample falaries of the readers of the Koran, or tor the expences of the Afh Khana,
the Nokara Khana, the Muezzins *, its ornaments and buildings, all of which were
renewed by this Meer Hubeeb Allah ; no mortal ever beholding its equal in beauty,

magnificence, and fplendor."

The above is as literal a tranflation as the language would admit of, which is very

obfcure and difficult in the original.

The Tomb of Ihifiz.'] The tomb of the celebrated and defervedly admired Hafiz,

one of the moft famous of the Perfian poets, ftands about two miles diftant from the

city walls, on the norih-eaft fide, and neareft the gate of Shah Meerza Hamza. Here
the late Vakeel Kerim Khan has erefted a moft elegant ivan or hall, with apartments

adjoining : this building is executed in the fame ftyie as the Dewan Khana, nor has

any coft been fpared to render it agreeable : it ftands in the middle of a large garden ;

in front of the apartments is : ftone relervoir, in the centre of which is a fountain.

In the garden arc many cyprcfs-trees of extraordinary fize and beauty, as well as of

great antiquity : I take them to be the fame as thofe delcribed by Sir John Chardin.

Under the (hade of thefe trees is the tomb of the poet Mahomed Shems ad Deen Hafiz,

of fine white marble from Tauris, eight feet in length and four in breadth : this was
built by order of Kerim Khan, and covers the original one : on the top and fides of

the tomb are fcledl pieces from the poet's own works, moft beautifully cut in the Perfian

Nuftaleek charadcr. During the Ipring and fummer feafons, the inhabitants vifit

here, and amufe themfelves with finoking, playing at chefs, and other games, reading

alfo ihe works of Hafiz, who is in greater eftcem with them than any other of their poets;

and they venerate him alinoft 'o adoration, never fpeaking of him but in the highell

* Cricri for thr purpofe of cdling the peopk to prayen.
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terms of rapture and enthufiafm : a moft elegant copy of his works is kept upon the

tomb for the purpofe, and the infpe£tion of all who go there. The principal youth of

the city affemble hei =?, and Ihew every poffible mark of refpeft for their favourite poet,

making plentiful libations of the delicious wine of Shirauz to his memory. Clofe by

the garden runs the ftream of Roknabad, fo celebrated in the works of Hafiz ; this,

however, is now dwindled into a fmall rivulet, which takes its fource from the moun-
tains 10 the north-eaft. The water is clear and fweet, and in that refpedt deferves the

fame it has obtained ; it is held in great eftimation by modern Perfians, who attribute

medicbal qualities to it ; but with what juflice I cannot determine.

'J"! following couplet, from the works of the poet, may ferve to illuftrate the above
palfage

:

" Boy ! bring me the wine that remains ! for thou wilt not find in Paradife the fweet
*' banks ofour Roknabad, or the rofy bowers of Mofellay !'*

SIR WILLIAM JOMBS.

Further, he obferves of Mofellay

:

"iha^ j^LI j**^ i^U«

•* From Jaafar Abad to the fweet bower of Mofellay, the morning gale cometh fcented
«* with ambergris

!"
hafiz.

Mofellhy.'} This celebrated bower of Mofellay is fituated a quarter of a mile to the

weftward of the tomb, but is entirely in ruins, no trace or veftige remaining of that

pleafantnefs which you are taught to expeft on perufing the preceding couplet
; yet one

may judge by the fituation, which is really a delightful one, being lofty, that it might

formerly have been agreeable. At prefent the country round about is rugged and
barren, and now ferves as a place for celebrating the Mahomedan feftival of the Ide

Korban, or the ceremonies which are obfervcd on that day, in commemoration of

Abraham's offering up his fon Ifaac, whom they call Ifhmael.

Heft.^ A little to the northward of Hafiz's tomb, is a magnificent building, called by
the Perfians Heft Tun, or the Seven Bodies, on account of feven Derviflies, or religious

men, who coming from a great di (lance to refide in this country, took up their abode

on the fpot where the above building is erefted, and there remained until they all died,

each burying the other furceflively, until the only furvivor, who was interred by the

neighb'^urs upon this fpot, and in memory of which event Keriin Khan has erefted a
beautiful hall, with adjoining apartments : this hall is twenty-fevcn feet by eighteen,

and forty feet high ; one third of the height of the hall is lined with white marble from
Tauris, and the reft and the cieling are ornamented with blue and gold enamel : it is

built on the fame plan as thofe of Hafiz and the Dewan Khiina, and is really a noble

building. It has alfo fome tolerable paintings, executed in the Perfian ftyle, amongfl:

which is one of Abraham's offerng up his fon Ifaac, with the angel defcending ; and
another of Mofes, when a boy, tending the flocks of his father-in-law Jethro. Over
the doors of this hall are placed portraits of the two celebrated poets Hafiz and Sudi,

done at full length : that of Hafiz habited in the old Perfian drels. He is painted

with a frefii rofy complexion, and a very large pair of whilkers, and in the pifture

appears to be about fix-and-thirty years of age j the other, of Sheick Sadi, is the figure

of
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of a venerable old man, with a long beard turned wliite by age, dreflcd in a religious

drefs, with long flowing robes, in his right hand holding a Imali crooked iron ftaff, and
in the other a charger of incenfe. Before the hall is a very handfonie ftone refervcir,

where the Perfians obferve their ablutions (enjoined by the Mahomedan laws) previous

to their performing their devotions near the graves of the feven Dervilhes (each of

which have handfome tomb-ftones over them), in a fpot of ground aliotted for that

purpofe. The garden confills of two avenues of cyprefs trees, bounded oy a high wall,

and there is a fine fpacious terrace on the top of this budding, from whence you have

an extenfive vieiv of the city of Shirauz, and the adjoining country. To this place, as

well as to the tomb of Hafi;^, the Perfians frequently refort, and amufe tkemfelves until

evening, when they return to the city.

Dil Gujhiuc.'] On a parallel line with Heft Tun, about three quarters of a miic

diftant, is the garden of Dil Gufha'ie, fo called from the pleailmtncls of its fituation,

fignifying in Perfian, heart expanding : it is fituated at the foot of a high mountain,

out of which ilfues a ftreain of clear frefli water, for the reception of which there has

been made a fucceilion of flone bafons, fo fafliioned as to make the water fall down
from one to the other, after the manner if a calcade, and at about fixty paces diflant

from each other ; thefe forming fcparate falls, have a pleafing elfedt to the eye. In

the centre is a rummtM--houfe, built of ftone, through which the water runs by means
of a ftone channel : in this place the Perfians fit and amufc themfelves, fmoking and
playing at gamer, of chance, and regale themfelves with what they may have brought

from the city. 'Ihis garden is, upon the whole, extremely agreeable, the water clear

and cold, and the air delightfully mild and refrcdiing.

The 'rornb of St)di.'] A mile to the caltward of Dil Guflia'ie, is the touib • .'
1 . ele-

brated Sheick Sadi aforementioned, fituated at the foot of the mountains ' ;. 'and
Shirauz to the N.K. and is a large fquare building, at the upper end of \v.:icn are

two alcoves, receifes in the wall ; that on the right hand is the tomb of Sheick, jult

in the (late it was in when he was buried, built of (lone, lix feet in length, and two and

a half in breadth : on the fides of it are cntrraved many fentenccs in the old Nufkhi

character, relating to the poet and his works. Sadi llvuiridied about five hundred and

fifty years ago, and his works are held in great elleem amongft all the Eaftern nations

for their morality, and for the excellent precepts ihey inculcate. On the top of the

tomb is a covering of painted wood, black and gold, on wliich is an ode of the Sheick's,

written in the motlern Nufialeck character, and on removing this board is percei\'cd

the empty ftone coflin in which the Sheick was buried. This the religious, w ho come
here, take care to Itrew with flowers, rol'aries, and various relics. On the top of t!ie

tomb is placed, for the inlpedion ot all who vifit there, a manulcript copy of the Sheick's

works, WioW elegantly tninlcril)e(l. On the fide of the walls are many Perfian verfes,

written by thofe who have at diflercnt times vifitcd the place. The building is mow
going to ruin, and unlels repaired mull loon fall entirely to decay. It is nmch to le

regretted, that the uncertain Hate of aftnirs in the country will not admit of ae.y one'.-:

being at the expencc of repairing it. Men who are to-day in authority and power,

are, pel haps, to-morrow leizcd on and dragged to ])rifen ; nor can any one di'perd

tij-on the late of the eniiiing day. Adj(jinnig to this building are the graves of many
religious men, who have been hiiried here at their own requcits.

A riDiarkoblc Chaiiiul.'] A little to the kit of this building, under ground, is a

very remarkable cliarnel, to wliich you defcend by a flight of feventy flone ftep; , r.ii.l

a' the hr.i'om are lurjO'iicd at tli fight of a handfome building, of an octangular fon;i,

thr/ough which the chaimcl runs, it i;> built entirely of Ilune, wliich, although th,>

work
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work ofmany ages part, yet remains complete and perfeft. This the prefent Perfians

fuperftitioufly attribute to its having been built with what they call Pool Helaiul, or

lawful money, /'. e. money not acquired by oppreflion and tyranny ; for they fay that

fuch buildings as have been erefted by tyrants foon moulder and fade away j whilft,

on the contrary, the works of good and juft princes endure for ages unhurt. I'hey

have formed tnefe opinions by attending to the tradition of the place, which they fay

was built by a king of Perfia named Gemfheed, a prince fam.ous in the Perfian hiilory

for his piety and juftice, and the fame who built Perfepolis, he having firft, at a valt

expence and much labour, dug out a ftream of water from the adjacent mountains,

which was conveyed by an aqueduct to this well, from whence it flows through a ftone

channel formed under ground, about two feet in breadth, and fupplies all the places

adjoining to Shirauz with excellent water. The prefent natives attribute great virtues

to the fuppofed properties of this water, and are fond of bathing in it. On the (ides

of this building are recefles and alcoves, where thofe who vifit it fit and fmoke, and
find it perfeftly cool and refrefliing, even in the hotteft day of fummer. Sir John
Chardin mentions a fountain near the tomb of Sadi, in which, he fays, were fiih con-

fecrated to the Sheick ; but as there are no figns of any thing at prefent remaining

fimilar to his defcription, I think it is probable he meant the above-mentioned channel,

in which are caught abundance of very fine fifh. This place, though it may not be
of the date tradition mentions, yet certainly bears marks of very great antiquity ; and
as fuch is an obje^ worthy the attention of a (Iranger, which indured me to infert the

above defcription.

A quarter of a mile to the northward of the gate Shaah Meerza Hamza, is a large

oftagon building, in the infide of which is the tomb of Abdurrahe^m Khan, the fecond

fon of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan, who died in the 1 2th year of his age. This tomb
is eight feet in length, and three in breadth, ftanding in the centre of the room, co-

vered with a piece of brocade ; it is of very fine marble from Tauris, elegantly gilt

:

on the top and fides are infcriptions in the Perfian language, well cut, in the Nufialeek

charader, and the room has a beautiful dome, with the cupola and fides ornamented
with blue and gold enamelled work, imitative of China-ware. The Perfians excel all

the Eaftem nations in this kind of enamel ; and what makes it fo pleafing to the eye,

is the brightnefs of the colours, which far exceed, in their Hvelinefs, any thing that

can be done in Europe ; and I think are equal to thofe produced in China.

Kerim Khan, amongft other beneficial works during his lifetime, built feveral

fummer-houfes in the neighbourhood of Shirauz. The gardens in which they are

placed are laid out in an agreeable ftyle, though quite different to our ideas of the

beauties of gardening ; they confift generally of long (trait plantations of fycamore
and cyprefs trees, planted regularly on each fide the walk, in form of avenues, and
have parterres of llowers in the centre, with ftone fountains in different parts of the

garden, which add much to the coolnefs and beauty of them. On the fide of the

walls ?.re erefted fcaffoldings of wood, covered over at top with thin laths, on which
the grape vines grow, and form pleafant arbours. Indeed this truly great man well

deferved his good fortune, as he fpcnt the beft part of his life in adorning Shirauz,

which he confidered his chief city of rcfidence, with every thing that could make it

comfortable and agreeable to his fubjeds ; a circumftance the Perfians have been more
Tenfible of fince his death : nor is his name ever mentioned by them, efpecially the

middling and lower clafs of people, but in terms expreffive of the higheft gratitude

and efteem.
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As the religion of the Porfians is known to be Mahomedan, and as very good ac-

counts have ah'eady been given of it, I (hall tcnich but lightly on the fubjeft ; but as

they are of tht fed of the Sheias, or followers of All, fotne of their cuftomr a« well

religious a§ civil, may probably differ from thofe of the Turks, who are of the feft of

the Sunnics, or followeis of Omar. I fliall therefore make a few remarks on what I

think mofl: worthy of obfervation in each of them : and fuft refpeding their mar-

riages.

Marriages of the Pdrjians.'] When the parents of a voung man havq determined

upon marrying hiir., they look out amongll their kindred and acquaintance for a fuit-

able match ; in which having fucceedcd, the father or mother of the young man, or

fometimcs wis lifter, afTemble a numjjer of their friends, and go to the houfe where the*

perfon they intend to demand lives : being arrived, a converfaticm takes place, in which
the bufmels is opened and the match propofecl. If the father of the woman is cca-

tented with the propofals, he immediately orders fweetmeats to be brought in, which

is taken as a dired fign of compliance ; and the company for that time take leave.

Some days after, the females of the family of the man afllmble at the houfe of th»

intended bride, where the terms of marriage are fettled, and the ufual preli^nts on the

part of the bridegroom are promifed. Thefe, if the perfon be in middling circum-

ftances, generally confift of two complete fuits of apparel of the bed fort, a ring, a
looking-glafs, and a fmall fum in ready money of about ten or twelve tomaus, which
fum is denominated Mehr u Kawccnj cr the marriage-portion, it being given for the

exprefs purpofe of providing for the wife in cafe of a divorce, 'i'hcro is alfo provided

a quantity of houlhold ftuii of all forts, fuch as carpets, mats, bedding, utenfils for

drefling victuals, &c. After this a writhig or contrail is drawn up, in the prefence oi,

and witneffed by, the Cadi, or magiftrate, or in his abfence by an akhund, or prieft

:

this writing the Perfians call Akud Bundcc, or the binding contrail, in which the father

of the bride fets forth, that on fuch a day, in fuch a year, he has given his daughter

in marriage to the fon ci fuch a perfon (mentioning the name of the bridegroom and
his father;, who aho on his part enumerates the dillcrent prefents he makes in his fon's

name to the bride, 33 well as the ftipulated money called Mehr- u Kawccn. This

writing is figued and fealed by both parties, as well as the Cadi and the Mullah, and is

depofitcd in the hands of the bride's father, where it always fer\'es as a record, in cafe

of a divorce, to enforce the fulhiUng of the marriage-articles : for on this occafion thp

hulband is obliged to make good the contrail, even to the minuteft agreement, before

the divorce can be complete. When this ceremony is finifiied, the marriage by the

Mahomedan law is deemed perfeit. It is, however, obfervable that portions are never

given with daughters in Perfia, as is the cuftom in Europe, and in moft places of the

£aft. Nothing now remains but to celebrate the wedding, and this is generally per-

formed on the fecond or third day after figning the contract, in the following manner :

the night before the wedding, the friends and relations of the bride alTcmble at her

houfe, attended by mufic, danci' ' girls, and other (igns of feftivity. This night is dif-

tinguiflied by the appellation ol nh Minna Bundee, or the night in which the hands
and feet of the bride are ftained with the herb of hinna, well known all over tl j Eaft.

Previous to the ceremony, a large quantity of this herb is feiit by the bridegroom to

the houfe of the bride ; and on the day of ftaining flie is firft conveyed to the bath,

where having bathed, Ihe is brought back to her ow n houfe -, after which they ftain her

hands and feer, at the fame time painting her eyebrows and forehead with antimony

powder called funiia ; whea this is iiniflied, they fend back what remains of the herb

to
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to the houfe of the bridegroom, where the like operation is performed upon him by
his friends. The wedding night being come, the friends both of the bride and bride-

groom, men and women, affemble at the houfe of the bride, in order to carry her to

that of her future hufband : they are attended by all forts of mufic, fingers, and danc-

ing girls, and all are dreffed in their fmarteft apparel, each of the women having on a

veil of rod fiik. The prefents which the bridegroom has made, are all put into trays

covered with red fiik, which are carried on men's (boulders. After waiting at the

door fo le tirtie, the bride is brought forth, covered from head to foot in a veil of red

filk, or painted inuflin ; a horfe is then prefented fur h^r to mount, which is fent

thither cxprefaly by the bridegroom ; and when {lie is mounted, a large looking-glafs

is held betore her by one of the bride-maids, ail the way to the houfe of her hulband,

iis an admonition to her, that it is the Taft time flie will look into a glifs as a virgin,

being now about to enter into the cares of the married ftate. The proceiTion then lets

forward in the following order : — firft, the mufsc and dancing girls ; after which the

prefents, in trays borne upf n men's flioulders ; next come the relations and friends of

the bridegroom, all flioutiug and makijig a great noife ; who are followed by the

bride herfelf, furrounded by all hrr female friends and relations, one of whom leads

the horfe by the bridle ; and feveral others on horfcback clofe the procellion. .Being

arrived at the houfe of the bridegroom, they are met at the door by the father and
mother, and from thence are conduclcd up (lairs : the bride then enters the room.

The bridegroom, who is at the upper end, makes a low obeifance ; and prefeutly after,

coming clofe up to his bride, takes her up into his arms and embraces her. Soon
after they retire into a private chamber ; and, on their return to the company, it caufes

great rejoicings. They then all fit down to fupper in feparate apartments, the men
eating with the bridegroom in one room, and the women with the bride in another ;

it being quite contrary to cuftom for the women to eat in company with the men on
this occafion. Tlie wedding-fupper is prolonged to a late hour in the night, with

cheerfulnefs and feftive mirth.

Rejoicings in Perfia for a wedding generally continue eight or ten days. If, after

marriage, a man fhould be difcontentevl with his wife (which is fometimes the cafe in

this as in other countries), he is at liberty to divorce her ; a man, by the Mahomedan
law, being always enabled to put his wife away at difcretion : this is performed by
giving her every thing he had promifed her previous to marriage, and by re-demanding

the contraft of his wife's relations. The ceremony of divorce is called by the Perfians

Tellaak. If again, after the divorce, the hulband fliould be inclined to take his wife

back, he is at liberty fo to do, and this tor three times fucceiTively ; and when it fo hap-

pens, the contrail: mull be renewed each time : but after the third time he is exprefsly

forbidden to re-marry the fame woman. I have heard a ftory of the woman's being

oblii;od firfl; to be married, then bedded, and afterwards divorced by another man,
before her firft hufl^and can re-marry her ; but I never could meet with an inftance of

it in I'orfia, or ever knew of any cuftom of tliat kind prevalent in the country, although

I made frequent enquiries concerning it. It feldom happens that a man, who is once

divorced from his wife, is inclined to take her back again ; thofe who do fo being in

little eftimation with their neighbours : and with refpedt to the number of wives a man
has, although by the Mahomedan law he is certainly allowed as many as he is able to

maintain, yet in general, amongfl: the Perfians, that perfon is moH; cfteemed who attaches

himfelf to one.

Contrads of marriage in Perfia, as^ well as in many cfthcr places in the Eaft, are

often made between families at a very early period ; and although confummation does
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not take place till many years after, yet the woman contrafted cannot divorce herfelf^

or be abfolvcd from the contract, unlefs by the confent of her betrothed hulband, ex-

cept on forfeiture of a confiderable funi of money. The fame is alfo binding on the

part of the man.

A widow in Pcrfia is obliged to wait four months, after the death of her hufband,

before ihe is permitted oy law to marry again ; but the concubine of a perfon deceafed

mav go to another as foon as flie plcafes.

tbrijlcnings or fiaviitig of Children in Pcrfia.'] At the chriftening, or rather naming
of children in Perfia, the following ceremony is obferved : the third or fourth day
after the child is bom, the friends and relations of the wom;m who has lain in alfemble

at her houfe, attended by mufic and dancing-girls, hired for the occaHon ; after play-

ing and dancing fome time, a Mullah, or prieit, is introduced, who, taking the child in

his arms, demands of the mother what name (he chufes the infant fhould be called by ;

being told, he begins praying, after a fliort time applies his mouth clofe to the child's

car, and tells him diftinftly three times (calling him by name) to remember and be

obedient to his father and mother ; to venerate his Koran and his Prophet j to abftain

from thofe things which are unlawful, and to practife thofe things which are good and
yirtuous. Having lepeated the Mahomedan profeflion of faith, he then re-delivers the

child to his mother ; after which the company are entertained with fweetmeats and other

refrefhments, a part of which the females prefent always take care to carry away in

their pockets, believing it to be the infallible means of their having offspring themfelves.

The ceremony of the Sunnut, or circumcifion, in Perfia, is generally performed Juring

the Chehula, or fpace of forty days from the birth of the child ; as within that period

it is lefs dangerous than at a more advanced age. Some there are, however, who do
not undergo the operation until the expiration of feven or eight years ; but it is abfo-

lutely neceffary that it fhould take place before the age of fourteen, as after that time it

is deemed unlawful ; on this occafion the parents of the child invite their relations and
friends to an entertainment. The operation is performed after the Jewifh ritual, and in

the manner pradifed by the Miifliilmans of India.

"With great men this ceremony is uncommonly fplendid. During my refidence at

Shirauz, I had an opportunity of being an eye-witnefs to the rejoicings made by the in-

habitants in honour of the fon of Jaafar Khan, who, on the 27th of April 1787, had the

ceremony performed upon him.

Fe/iiviil of the Chcniugcons.'] On the 2cth, great preparations having previoufly

been made, all the bazars in Shirauz were fplendidly illuminated, particularly the

grand bazar, which was adorned throughout with lull res of party-cr' reu lamps,

fufpended from the roof about half way down : the fhops of the merchants on each

fide were drefftd out in great finery, with filvcr paper, rich hangings, &c. j the walls

on each fide, to a confideraMe heighi, covered with tapeffry, looking-glafles, and many
paintings, done in the Pei ;ian flyle, m ^ft of them reprefienting the ancient Kings of

Perfia and India, in the dificrent dreflbs of their refpeftive countries ; as well as defigns

taken from their moft admired poets. Bands of mufic, and dancing women, were
conffantly performing night and day, throughout the different bas^ars, on fcaffoldings

crcftcd for the purpofe ; and the whole was a fcene of feftivity for feven days and as

many nights. Among feveral ingenious things obfervablc on this occafion, the fight

prcfcnted at the Juba Khana, or the Khan's arfenal, was moft worthy o\ notice. In

the centre of this building the armourers had fufpended in the air a braf- mortar of

8co cwt. by fome hidden means, as nothing appeared to fupport it, either above or

below } the only vifiblc thing being a number of coloured bottles flicking to it, as if

• 3 to
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to keep it buoyant in the atmofphere. I was told, however, that it was effefted by

rtieans of a wire paffed from the roof of the place to the mouth of the mortar ; but

fiot being vifible to the fpedators, it gave a very ingenious effeft. The decorations

on this occalion cod the fhop-keepers and tradefmen confiderable fums, as, befides the

expences of the illuminations, they were obliged to make a handfome peifhculh, or

prefent, to the Khan and his fcm, who alfo on this occafion gave a grand entertainment

in the citadel, to which the principal men in the city were invited ; and the whole was

concluded by a magnificent difplay of fireworks.

Thefunerals of the Pcrftans.~\ The funerals of the Perfians are condufted in a

fimilar manner to thofe in other Mahomedan countries. On the death of a Muffiil-

man, the relations and friends of the deceafed being affembled, make loud lamentations

over the corpfe ; after which it is wafhed and laid out on a bier, and carried to the

place of interment without the city walls, attended by a Mullah, or prieft, who chants

paffages from the Koran all the way to the grave. If any Muffulman fhruld chance

to meet the corpfe during the procefllon, he is obliged, by the precepts of his religion,

to run up to the bier, and offer his afliflance in carrying it to the grave, crying out at

the fame time, Lah Illdh 111 Dllah ! « There is no God but God." After inter-

ment, the relations of the deceafed return home, and the women of the family make a

mixture of wheat, honey, and fpices, which they eat in memory of the deceafed, fend-

ing a part of it to their friends and acquaintance, that they alfo may pay him a like

honour.— This cuftom feems to be derived from very great antiquity, as we read in

Homer of facrifices and libations being frequently made to the memory of departed fouls.

Price of Blood.'] The Perfians are very ftrift in refpeft to the price of blood, or lex

talionisy this being laid down and authorifed as a pofitive command in the Koran j it is

called Deiut. At Shirauz, if a man murders another perfon, he is obliged to pay a Deiut,

either in money or goods, to the value of 800 piaftres, which is to be received by the

relations of the deceafed ; but if this is not agreed to, and the relations infill upon it

(the acceptance being entirely optional), the murderer is to be delivered up to the

neareft of kindred to the perfon flain, and is by them put to death : but Ihould it fo

happen that the murderer efcapes, the two families are at perpetual variance, until

full fatisfaft' n be made, either by paying the price of blood, as related, or apprehend-

ing the n^ jrer, and furrendering him, a circumftance often attended with very

bloody coiilequences. There is yet, however, another mode of compromife, and to

which, in one inflance, 1 was an eye-witnefs ; which is, the relations of the murderer

giving in marriage a daughter, or niece, to the fon of the deceafed, as the price of

blood : and when this is the cafe, the two families becoming one, the reconciliation is

always complete.

The Management ofthe Police at Shirauz."] The police in Shirauz, as. well as all over

Perfia, is very good. As before obferved, at funfet the gates of city are Ihut ; no
perfon whatever is permitted either to come in or go out during the night ; the keys

of the different gates being always fent to the Hakim or governor, and remaining with

him until morning. During the night, three tiblas, or drums, are beaten at three

different times ; the firfl at eight o'clock, the fecond at nine, and the third at half paft

ten. After the third tibia has founded, all perfons whatfoever found in the flreets by

the Daroga, or judge of the police, or by any of his people, arc inflantly taken up, and

conveyed to a place of confinement, where they are detained until next morning, when
they are carried before the Hakim ; and if they cannot give a very good account of

thcmfelves, are puniihcd, cither by the baftinado, or a fine.

S/jcick
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Shcick al Scllaum, or the Head of the Fnith.'] Civil matters arc all dotertninpcl by t!)p.

Ca/.i, and ccck'fiaflical ones (particularly divorces) by the Sheick al Sellaiini, or head

of the faith ; an oflice anfwering to that of Mufti in Turkey. Jiiflice is carried on in

Perfia in a very foniinary manner ; the fentence, whatever it may bt-, being always put

into execution on the fpot. 'Ihefr is genenilly punillu d with the lois of nole and ear;

:

robbing on the road, by ripping up the belly of the criminal, in which lituiuion he is

expofed upon a gibbet in one of the mofl: public piu-ts ot the city, and there left until he

expires in torment ; a dreadful punillimeiit, but in the end extremely falutary, as the

fight deters others from committing the fame crime, and renders robberies in Perfia very

uncommon. The punifliments in this country are fo varied and cruel, that humanity

lliudders at the thought ; and ihe happy I'.nglilhinan, viewing them, blelfos hinifelf

that he is born in th^ arms of freedom anil liberty, where property is not only i'acred,

but juRice adminidered witli mercy !

The Fuji of RnnuiZi)ii.'\ 'I'he Pi rCians obforve the fall during the month of RamazAn
(the ninth month of the Maiiomedaii y;<ir) with great ftiidnel's and fcverity. About
?.n hour before duylighf. tliey eat a meal whidi is called Schre, anil from that time un'il

the next evening at funitt, they neither eat nor drink of any thing whatever. It is even

fo vei7 rigid, that if in the courfe of the day the fmoke of a calean, or the finalleft

drop of water reaches their lips, the fall is in confequence deemed broken, and of no

avail. From funfet until the next morning they are allowed to refrefli 'hemfelves.

This faft, when the month Ramazan falls in the middle of fummer, as it fomethnes

muft do (the Mahomedan year being lunar), is extremely levere, efpecially to thofe

who are obliged by their occupations to go about during the day-time, and is rendered

flill more fo, as there are alfo feveral nights during its exiftence, which they are en-

joined to fpend in prayer. The Perfians particularly obferve two ; the one being that

in which their prophet AH died, from a wound which he received from the hands of an

alTaflin three days before ; which night ix the 21ft of Ramazan, the day of which is

called by the nativt>s Yeom al Kutul, or the day of murder ; the other is the night of

the 23d, in which they afRnn that the Koran was brought down from heaven by the

angel Gabriel, and delivered to their prophet Mahomed ; wherefore it is denominated

Lailut ul Kudur, or the night of power. The firft of thefe nights the Turks and others

of the fcft of the Sunnies do not obferve, and the latter they keep on the night of the

27th ; but both nights arc fpt nt by the Perfians entirely in prayer ; befides which, the

nioft religious men generally allot a part of each day in the month for the purpofe of

reading the Koran. From this faft, women under particular circumftances relative to
' their fex, very old perlbns, the fick, and children under the age of fourteen, ar^ ex-

empted ; every other perfon is enjoined to keep it, as abfolutely ncceflary to falvation.

Traveflers alfo, during th.is inontii (when on actual journey), are exempted from ob-

ferving the fad ; but in lieu thereof are obliged, on their return home, to fall an equal

number of days in another month : though the Perfians fay, that one day*,^ fall in

the month of Rama/iu is more acceptable to God than all the remainder of the year

put together. This month, by way of eminence, is flyled by the Mahomcdans Al
Mubarik, or the bUlTed : and they affirm that whatever MulTuImans die during it, will

molt alliircdly enter into paradife ; as they believe the gates of heaven are then open by
the command of God. People of a religious turn of mind begin this fall feven or eight

•days before Ramaziin, and fome continue it as many more during die fucceeding month.
^ImuauL'} The Ide of Ramazan, or ifl of Shuv^id, is not obfervcd here as in

Turkey, with anv particular folemnity.

The
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The Fejlival of the Lie Korltiin.'] The 23d of September, which this yeai* happened

on the loth of the Mahomodan month Zul al Huj, A. II. 1201, is kept in Perfia as ;i

grand feftival, and wns celebrated at Shirauz with extraordinary rejoicings ; it is called

by the IVrfians Ide Korb'm, or the fellival of facrifice ; being the fame, they fay, a.s

that in which Abraham offered up his fon Ifaac, whom they call Ifmacl. A few days

previous to its commencement, each family takes care to purchafe a fine fat flieep,

which they defign for the facrifice, diftinguimcd by the name of Gofefund Korban, or

the fheep of facrifice ; this fheep they take great care of, and he mufl be without fpot

or blemiih, in order to reprefent the purity of Ifaac. The day being come, they adorn

the vi«3:iin with ribbands, beads, and other finery ; alfo ftaining his face, feet, and
different parts of his body with the herb hinna. The neighbours reciprocally vifit

each other, and exchange the wifh of a happy ide, or feftival. Their mode of faluta-

llon is hk Shiimd Mubarik bijhcd! " May your feltival be fortunate !" 'I'he vlcfiiu

being fiain, they fend the different parts of hun as prefents to their friends and to the

poor. Some, indeed, do not referve any part for themfelves ; but every Muffulman Is

enjoined by his religion to give a part of what he kills that day to the Indigent, who
generally find means to make a comfortable meal. The day is fpent in the utmoft

feftivity. Among thofe of higher rank, the following ceremonies are obferved : the

Khan, or in hisabfence the Beglerbeg, goes in proceflion to the place of facrifice, which

is without the city, and Is called the Korban G;ih. A favourite camel, chofen for the

occafion, is led forth, which Is dreffed out in great finery, and Is confidered as facred.

On their arrival at the place, the Khiin firfl ftrikes a lance into the breaft of the animal,

and the cro-vd are permitted to rufli in, by which he Is prefently cut into a thouiand

pieces ; and i.appy in their efllmation is the perfon who can procure the leaft portion

of him, as they look upon It a great blefling, and an infallible omen of future good
fortune. The proccfTion returns to the city, where a fcatfolding is ereftcd before the

palace, and the people are entertained with rope-dancing, fingers (male and female),

tiunblei's, ram-fighting, and other diverllons until evening. The Perfians, on this

occafion, have all of them b) heart an ode made for the day, which they repeat as they

walk the ftreets ; and checrtulncfs, with contentment, fits on every countenance. As
I lived in a native family, I thought it proper on this occafion to make a prefent to it of

a fheep for the facrifice, by which I afforded great fatisfaction ; and we fpent the day
in high mirth. Indeed I attributed my own comfortable fituation, during my refidence

in Perfia, principally to my ready and general compliance* with all their manners and
cufloms ; a pratSice I would advll'e every traveller, who wifhes to live agreeably in a

flrange country, to obferve ; experiencing myfelf the benefit of it in fo ample a manner.
IJe KudecrJ\ The 30th of September, being the 1 7th of Zu al Huj, is alfo obferved

here as a feftival, and is called Ide Kudecr, or the feftival of fate, being, according to

the Perfians, the day in which their prophet Mahomet bequeathed the caliphat to All

his fon-In-law, nine days before he died ; but this Is denied by the Turks and others

of the feft of the Suimies, and has been the caufe of much animofity and bloodfhed.

The Fruits 0/ Shirauz.'] No place in the world produces the neceffarles of life itt

greater abundance and perfeiEtlon than Shirauz ; nor is there a more delightful fpot ia

nature to be conceived, than the vale in which it Is fituated, either for the falubrlty of
the air, or for the profufion of evei7 thing ncceffary to render life comfortable and
agreeable. The fields yield plenty of rice, wheat, and barley, which they generally

begin to reap in the month of May, and by the middle of July the harvefl is completed.

Moft of the European fruits are produced here, and many of them arc fuperior in fize

and flavour to what can be raifed in Europe, particularly the apricot and grape. Of
10 the
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the grape of Shlrauz there are fevcral forts, all of them very good, but two or three

more particularly fo than the reft ; one is the large white grape, called Reolh B.\bil,

without feed, wnich is extremely lufcious and agreeable to the tafte ; the fmall white

grape, called Alkeri, alfo without feed, and as fweet as I'ugar ; the black grape, ofwhich

the celebrated wine of Shirauz is made. This wine is prefled by the Armenians and

Jews, in the months of Oftober and November, and a vaft deal is exported annually

to Abu Shchr, and other parts in the Perfian Gulph, for the fupply of the India mar-

ket. The wine of Shirauz is really delicious, and well deferving of praife ; fo much
fo, that people who have drank it for a fpace of ume feldom care for any other, though

at the firft tafte it is rather unpleafant to an European. They have another kind of large

red grape, called SaWbi, the bunches of which weigh feven or eight pounds each : it

is (harp and rough to the tafte, and makes vinegar of a very fuperior quality. The
cherries here are but indifferent ; but apples, pears, melons, peaches, quinces, ne£lar-

incs, and the gage plums, are all very good, and in the greateft plenty. The pome-
granate is good to a proverb j the Perfians call it the fruit of paradife.

Breed of Horjl's.'] The breed of horfes in the province of Fars is at prefent very

indifferent, owing to the ruinous ftate of the country ; but in the province of Dufhtif-

taiin, lying to the fouth-weft, it is remarkably good. The ftieep are of a fuperior

flavour, owing to the excellence of ihc pafturagt in the neighbourhood of Shirauz,

and are alfo celebrated for the finenefe of their fleece : they have tails of an extraordinary

fize, fome of which I have feen weigh upwards of thirty pounds ; but thofe which are

fold in the markets do not weigh above fix or feven. Their oxen are large and ftrong,

but their flefti is feldom eaten by the natives, who confine themfelves chiefly to that of

flicep and fowls. Provifions ol all kinds are very cheap ; and the neighbouring moun-
tains affording an ample fupply of fnow throughout the year, the nieanefl artificer of

Shirauz may nave kis water and fruits cooled without any expence worthy his confidcra-

tion : this fnow being gathered on the tops of the mountains, and brought in carts to

the city, is fold in the markets. The price of provifions is regulated at Shirauz with

the greateft exaftnefs, by the Daroga, or judge of the police, who fets a fixed price upon
every article, and no fhop-keepcr dares to demand more, under the fevere penalty of

lofing his nofe and ears ; fuch being the punifliment attached to a crime of this nature ;

by which means the poorefl inhabitants are cffedually fccured from impofition, in fo

capital an article as the neceffaries of life.

Manufadurcs and Trade.'] Manufadturcs and trade are at prefent greatly decayed

in Perfia, the people having had no interval of peace to recover themfelves fince the

death of Korim Khan to the prefent period : but if a regular and permanent govern-

ment were once again eftablifhed, there is little doubt but they would flourifh, as the

Perfians arc very ingenious, of quick capacities, and even the lower clafs of artificcn;

are induftrious and diligent. They work in fiiligree and ivory remarkably well, and
are good turners. They have at Shirauz a glafs manufadory, where they caft very

good glafs, of which great quantities are exported to different parts of Perfia ; by whicli

the manufafturcrs acquire confiderable profit. Moft of the woollen goods, filks, and
worked linens, are brought from Yezd and Carmania, from both of which places

they alfo export felts and carpets. A great quantity of copper is produced from
Tauris, and other of the more northern parts of Perfia. Kom is remarkable for excel-

lent fword-blades ; but at prefent all trade with liuropeans is fliopped ; and the fbiro

of the country does not prumife a fpcedy return of it. India goods are imported

chiefly from Abu Shehr. In matters of trade amongft the natives, the whole is under

the regulation of the calgyntcr, or towi-clerk, who regulates the duties to be paid to

the
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the Klian on all imports : this is fometiines executed with a feverity wliich leaves the?

merchant little or no profit upon his gooils. This ofiic(?r has an apartment in the

grand caravanferai, where himlclf or his aflillant refules, who is called the Goom Rook,

or cultom-niaftcr, and is always prcfent on the arrival of a caravan. All goods are

opened here, even to the meanell article, and a duty is cxafled upon evei^ thing foreign.

'I his oHice affords a rK-ld for great knavery, which 1 doubt not is offc n practifed, as I

have frequently ht.ard the UKichauts complain of the oppreflivc difpofiiion of the pre-

fcnt fuperintendant with much acrimony : this proceeding cannot, however, be pre-

funied to have the fandion of the Khan, as it is mofl; probiible he is often defrauded

witljout its coming to Ills knowledge ; for a pcrfon detefted in the practice of thefe

tricks would un(iu.'ilionably futler ilcath.

T/h' climate of Shiratiz.'] 'I'he climate of Shirauz is one of the mofl; agreeable in

the world, the extremes of heat and cold being feldom felt. During the fpring of the

year the face of the country appears uncommonly beautiful. I'hc llowers, of which

they h;ivi; a great variety, and of the brighted hues, the fragi-ant herbs, flirubs, and
plants, the role, the fwcet bafd, and the myrtle, all here contribute to refrefh and per-

fume the natural mildnels of the air. The nightingale of the garden (called by the

Perfians boolbul hezar daflaan), the goldfinch, and the linnet, by their melodious

warblings, at this delightful fealim of the year, fcrve to add to the fatisfadion of the

mind, and to ini'pire it with the mod plcaling ideas. The beauties of nature are here

depifted in their fullell extent ; the natural hiflorian and the botanift would here

meet with ample fcope for purfuing their favourite inveftigations. With fuch advan-

tages, added to the falubrity of the air, how can it be wondered at, that the inhabitants

ol Shirau/. fhould fo confidently aflert the pre-eminence of their own city to any other

in the world ? or that fuch beauties (liould fail of calling forth the poetical exertions

of a Hafiz, a Sidi, or a Janu ? Their mornings and evenings are cool, but the middle

of the day is very pleai'ant. In fummer the thermometer feldom rifes above feventy-

three in the day-time, and at night it generally finks as low as fixty-two. The autumn
is the worlt feafon of the year, that being the time when the rains begin to fall, and
during the autumnal months it is confidered by natives as the mod unhealthy ; colds,

fluxes, and fevers being very general. In winter a vafl deal of fnow falls, and very

thick, but ice is rarely to be found, except on the fummits of the mountains, or towards

Ifpahan, and the more northern parts of Perfia. One thing, which is mofl; to be

elleemed in this country, and renders it preferable to any other part of the world, i$

fheir nights, which are always clear and bright, and the dew th;" in mofl; places is of

fo pernicious and dangerous a nature, is not of the leaft; ill coi >quence here : there

is none at all in fummer, and in the other feafons it is of fuch a nature, that if the

brightell fcimitar fliould be expofed to it all the night, it would not receive the leaft;

rud ; a circuniftance I have myfelf experienced. This dr^'ncfs in the air caufes their

builiiin.^s to lafl a great while, and is imdoubtedly one of the principal roafons that the

cekbiatcd ruins of Perfepolis have endured for fo many ages, and comparatively fpeak-

ijig, in fo perfeft a ftate ; that place being fi'uated in much fuch another valley as

Shirauz, and but two days' journey from thence. The nights in Perfia, and more par-

ticularly in the fouthern parts of it are inoft excellently adapted for the fcience of aftro-

nomy, being of extraordinary brightnels, and far preferable in that point to what I

have oblerved in any country in which it has been my fortune to refide.

Slight account of the charailer of the modern 'cr/ians.'] In attempting to fay any

thing of the charafter of the modern Perfians^ 1 am fenfiblo of the difficulty of the un-

dertaking, from my being fo fhort a time amongft them. An acquaintance with the
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real chara^cr of a pwple is only capable of bt>inp; attainoJ by a very long rcfidence

}

yet as, diirinp iny Hay in Perfia, from the fituation I was placed in, by living in 4

native family, I had an opportunity of feeing more of the nature and difpofition of tho

middling fort of pe<iple, and their maimers and cuftoms, than perhaps has fallen to the

lot of mod travellers, I am induced to give the few obfervations 1 made during that

period. The Perfians, with refpeft to outward behaviour, are certainly the Parilians

of the Eaft. WhiKl a rude and infolent demeanour peculiarly marks the charader of

the Turkilh nation towards foreigners and (>hri(lians, the behaviour of the Perfians

wouKI, on the contrary, do honour to the moll civilized nations : they are kind,

courteous, civil, and obliging to all flrangers, without being guided by thole religious

prejudice*, fo very prevalent in every other Mahomedan nation ; they are fond of en-

quiring after the manners and cuftoms of Kurope ; and, in return, very readily afford

any information in relpcd to their own country, ihe pradice of hofpitality is with

them fo grand a i)oim, th.u a man thinks himklf highly honoured if you will enter

his houfe and partake of what the family affords ; whereas going out of a houfe,

without fmoking a calean, or taking any other refrefliment, is deemed, in Perfia, a
high affront ; they fay that every meal a flranger partakes with them brings a blefling

upon the houfe : to account for this, we mull undcrftand it as a pledge of faith ana
protedion, when we confider that the continual w nrs in which this country has been
involved, with very little ceffation, fince the extindion of the Sefi family, have greatly

tended to an univerfal depravity of difpofition, and a perpetual inclination to ads of
hoftility. This has leffened th.it foftnefs and urbanity of manners for which this

nation has been at all former times fo famous ; and hm at the fame time too much
cxtinguifhed all fentimentsol honour and humanity anumgfl thofe of higher rank.

The Perfians, in their converfation, ufc fuch extravagant and hyperbolical compli-

ments on the moft trifling occafions, that it would ai (irll iiifpire a (Iranger with an
idea, that every inhabitant of the place was willing to lay down his life, flied his blood,

or fpehd his money in his fervice ; and this mode of addrefs (which in fad means
nothing) is obferved not only by thofe of a higher rank, but even amongft the

meaneft artificers, the lovvell of which will make no fcruple, on your arrival, of
offering you the city of Shirauz and all it.s appurtenances, as a peiflikufli or prefent.

This behaviour appears at firfl very remarkable to lOuropeans, but after a (hort time

becomes equally familiar. Freetlom of converfation is a thing totally unknown in

Perfia, as that " walls have ears" is proverbially in the mouth of every one. —The
fear of chains which bind their bodies has alfo enllaved their minds ; and their con-
verfation to men of fuperior rank to themielvcs is marked with figns of the mod
abjcd and flavifli fubmiflion ; while, on the contrary, they are as haughty and
overbearing to their inferiors. The cxccflive fear and awe they Hand in before the

great, is exemplified in a circumftance 1 Ihall mention, which happened when 1 accom-
panied Ml. Jonas, of the Buffora Fadory, to the Perfian camp, in an audience we
were admitted to with Jaafar Khan. The Khan had ordered Mr. Jones to be /hewn
his horfes ; who having feen them, was alked which he liked the beft. Mr. Jones told

him (through me) that he approved very much of the ftud in general, but that two
horfes (naming them) were entitled to more particular attention. This the man who
accompanied us, and who was in the capacity of a gentleman uflier, interpreted to the
Khao in the following terms :

" He fays that all the horfes are the fineft that ever were
feen j but as to the two marked out, thtir equal is not to be found in any part of the
world." And at this anfwer the Khan himfelf feenjed pleafed > no doubt from having
been ufed to no other language from his iufiutcy.

la The
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The Pcrfians, in their converfation, aim much at elegance, and are perpetually

repeating verfes and pallages from the works of their molt favourite poets, Hafiz,

Sildi, and Jumi ; a pratticc univcrfally prevalent, from the highell to the lowed j

becaufe thofe who have not the advantages of reading and writing, or the other benefits

arifing from education, by the help ot their memories, which are very retentive, and

what they learn by heart, are always ready to bear their part in converfation. I'hcy

nlfo delignt much in jokes and quamt cxpreiTions, and are fond of playing upon each

other ; which they fometimcs do with great elegance and irony. There is one thing

much to be admired in their converfations, which is the ftrid attention they always pay

to the perfon fpeaking, whom they never interrupt on any account. They are in

general a pcrfonable, and in many refpefts a handlome, people : their complexions,

faving thofe who arc expofed to the inclemencies of the weather, are as fair as

Europeans.

Thcivomcn of Shirauz."] The women at Shirauz have at all times been celebrated

over thofe of other parts of Perfia for their beauty, and not without rcafc n. Of thofe

whom I had the fortuj e to foe during my refidence, and who were iroflly relations

and friends of the family I lived in, uiany wore tall and well fhaped ; but their biight

and fparkling eyes were a very flri'Jng beauty: this, however, is in a groat meafure

owing to art, as they rub their »'vc-brows and eye-lids with the blaik powder of

antimony (called furma) which aii,.is an incf .iparable brilliancy to their natural lufirc.

The large black eye is in mofl eltimation , ong the Perfians, and this is the moft

common at Shirauz. As the women i, i.lahomedan countries are, down to tha

meaueft, covered with a veil from head to foot, a fig'f is never to be obtained of them

in the ftreet ; but from my fituai cii, ( have feen many of them within doors, as whea
any came to vifit the %mily wher I lived, which many did dircfted by their curiofity

to fee an European, underftanding I belonged to the he uie, they made no fcruple

of pulling off their veils, and convcrfmg with great inquifitivenefs and familiarity,

which fecmed much gratified by iny ready compliance with their requells, in informing

them of European ciiftoms and manners, and never failed to procure me thanks, with

the additional charatler of a g(M)d natured Feringy (the appellation by which all

Europeans arc diflinguiflied). Ihe women in Perlia, as in all Mahomedan nations,

after marriage, arc very little better than Haves to their hufbands. Thofe mild and
familiar endearments which grace the focial board of an European, and which at the

fame time they aflbrd a mutual fatisfadiim to either fex, tend alfo to refine and polifh

manners, are totally unknown in Mahomedan countries. The hufband, of a fufpicious

temper, and chained down by an obftinate and perfevering etiquette, thinks himfelf

affronted even by tt i'lnuiry of a friend after the health of his wife. Calling her by
name, is never allc .

' ;)f ; the mode of addreis muft be, " May the mother of fuch

a fon, or fuch a daughter, be happy ; I hope ihe is in health." And none, except

thofe of the nearell kin, as a brother, or uncle, arc ever allowed to fee the females

of the family unveiled : it would be deemed as an infult.— Thrice happy ye, my fair

and amiable njuntrywomen, who, born and educated in a land of freedom, can,

without vioLttiiig the laws of propriety, both give and receive the benefit of focial

intercourfe, uniinprellld by the baneful tlTects of jcaloufy ! Rejoice that thefe

bleffmgs arc afforded you ! •— which have inculcated the fentinients of liberality and
politencfs, and which dill contribute to enhance the value of fociety, and to fecure you
a permanent and unalloyed felicity ! — The Pcrfian ladies, however, during the aays
orcourtfliip, have in their turn pre-eminence ; a miffrefs making no fcruple of com-
manding her lover to ftimd all day long at the door of her father's houfc, repeating
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verfes in praife of her beauty and accompliOiments ; and this is the general way of

making love at Shirauz ; a lover rarely being admitted to a fight of his miftrefs, before

the marriage contra^ is figned.

Curious/pecies ofcontention.'] The Perfians, in their difpofitions, are ntuch inclined to

fudden anger ; quick, fiery, and very fenfible of aflVonts, which they immediately

refent on the I'pot. They are a brave and courageous people ; but I have before faid,

that their frequent wars have much depraved their ancient urbanity of manners ; and
this ferocity of difpofition has alio introduced a ftrife, peculiar to the lower clafs of
inhabitants of Shirauz. When two people begin fighting, it always raifes a great

crowd, who generally feparately take the part ot one or the other in the contell, and
the whole prefently becomes a Icene of tumult and confufion, until the arrival of the

daroga, or judge of the police, who puts an end to the fray. Thefc riots are very

frequent, and even the boys are fond of running to them, in order to have a fhare in

the contention. In their capacities they are ready, prompt, and ingenious : but thefe

talents they too often employ in the moft difcreditable way, being the greateft

liars in the world, praftifing the niofl improbable falfities with the graved air imaginable;

and fo far from being abalhed by a dcte^ion, they always endeavour to turn it off

with a laugh, and even confefs themfelvcs, that they think there is no harm in telling

a lye, provided it can be of any benefit to themfelves : and they will always, in every

buHncfs they are engaged in, endeavour firft to bring it about by lying and knavery

;

which if unfuccefsful , as thofe with whom they deal are full as expert as themfelves,)

thev will then conclude the bargain with truth and honelly ; but either way is equally

indifferent to them.

Thefuperjiition of the Per/tans.'] The Perfians univerfally have a fixed belief in the

efficacy of charms, on.ens, talifmans, and other fuperflitions. Befides what they have
received fince their converfion to Mahomedanifm, they have in general retained all

that their ancellors before practifed. Indeed, the only difference is, that what was
before authorifed and commanded by the Magian religion, has been fubfequently

allowed by the religion of Mahomed. They are, of all people, the moft addifted to

the idea of fortunate or aufpicious days and hours, the dies fafti atque ncfajii of the

Romans ; and even on the minuted and mod trifling occafions will feek for a lucky

moment. Going a journey can never be performed without firft confulting a book of

omens, each chapter di which begins with a particular letter of the alphabet, which
is deemed fortunate or inaufpicious ; and fhould they unluckily pitch upon one of the

latter, the journey muft of courfe be delayed until a more favourable opportunity.

Entering a new houfe, the putting on of a new garment, with numberlefs other com-
mon and trifling occurrences, are determined by motions equally abfurd and frivolous.

In their marriages they pay the ftricteft attention to this point ; a lucky hour for

figning the contrad, and another for the wedding day, being efteenied abfolutely

neceiTary to the future happinefs of the intended couple. Thole alfo who are in good
circumdances, generally fend for a muunjim, or aftrologer, at the birth of a ctiild,

in order to calculate his horofcope with the utmoft exaftnefs»

'£beir tali/mans.'] To a man they have their talifmans, which are generally fome

fentence fropi the Koran, or faying of their prophet Ali, written either upon paper,

or engraved upon a finall plate of filver, which they bind round their arms, and other

parts of the body ; but thofe of higher rank make ufe of rubies, emeralds, and other

precious dones. The women of co dition have finall diver plates of a circular

form, upon which are engi-aved fentences from the Koran ; which, as well as the

taliimans, tkey bind about their arms with pieces of red and green filk, and look upon
th^m
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them as never-failing charms againd the fafcinations of the devil, or wicked fpirits

(whom they call deebs), and who they fay are conftantly roaming about the world,

to do all the mifchief ''n their power. They are equally abfurd in their ideas of the

heavenly bodies, at leaft the middling and lower clafs of people, particularly in refpeft

to the falling of the ilars, ecliples of the fun and moon, and the appearances of

meteors and comets. As for their religious fyftem, they believe there are nine heavens,

the loweft of which is that immediately above their heads : they iniagiiie, therefore,

that on the falling of a ftar, it is occafioned by the angels in the lower heaven giving

blows on the heads of the devils, for attempting to penetrate into thofe regions.

Mr. Hanway has taken notice of this circumftance in his travels ; and it is the firm

belief of the Perfians in general, and even aniongfl fome of thofe who, from their edu-

cation and fenfe, ought to be better informed.

Curious manner of charming the fcorpioiis.'] Among other cuftoms of a fuperftitious

nature, they believe that fcorpions, of which there are great numbers in this country,,

and very venomous, may be deprived of the power of ftinging, by means of a certain

prayer which they make ufe of. The perfon who has the power of binding, as it is

called, turns his face towards the fign Scorpio, in the heavens, which they all know,
and repeats this prayer. Every perfon prefent, at the conclufion of a fentence, claps

his hands ; after this is dona they think that they are perfeftly fafe : nor, if they

fliould c iuncc to fee any fcorpions during that night, do they fcruple taking hold of

them, trufting to the efficacy of this fancied all-powerful charm. I have frequently

feen the man in whofe family I lived, repeat the above prayer, on being defired by his

children to bind the fcorpions ; after which the whole family has gone quietly and
contentedly to bed, fully perfuaded they could receive no hurt by them. During the

fummer feafon, fcorpions appear in great numbers ; they are quite black in appearance,

and very large, and the fling of them is dangerous, but not mortal : thofe, however,

which are found in the mofl northern parts of Perfia, and particularly in the

province of Cafliao, are of fo dangerous a nature, as often to caufe immediate

death.

Not fcrupulous of drinking wine.'] The Perfians are, of all Mahomedan nations, the

leaft fcrupulous of driiiking wine, as many of them do it publicly, and almoft all of

them in private (excepting thofe who have performed the pilgrimage of IVIecca, and
men of religion) : they alio are very liable to be quarrelfome when inebriated, which

is often attended with fatal confequenccs. They eat opium, liut in much lefs quantities

than the Turks ; and indeed in every thing they fay or do, eat or drink, they make
a point to be as different from this nation as poflible, whom they deleft to a man,
beyond meafure ; efteeming Jews and Chriftians fuperior to them, and much -nearer

to falvation. They publicly curfe and abufe the three firft caliphs after Mahomed,
Abu Beker, Omar, and Olman, who they fay were ufurpi.'rs and tyrants, and unjuftiy

deprived their prophet AH of his right of the caliphat. It is impoilible to conceive the

great veneration they exprefs for Ali, both in their books and in their converfation

:

they cfteem him to be the moft excellent and learned man that ever lived, and not

inferior in good quJities to Mahomed himfelf, excepting in his exprefs dignity, as a

heavenly miffionary. They fay that Ali was the only man the world ever produced,

who could converfe in all languages ; and that fince him no one has appeared upon
earth with an equal knowledge.

Excefftve refpcil for Alt.] As one inftance to what excefs the common people carry

their veneration, I (hall mention a fpeech made ufe of by the cheharwadar, or mafter

of the cafila, with whom I travelled to Shirauz :— One of his affift«nts making ufe

of

« \
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of th? common exprefllon, " O God ! O Ali !" he immediately replied, " No, no ;

Ali firft, God fecond." The title of Ameer al Moumineen, or commander of the faith-

ful, when made ufe of by the Perfians, is always applied to Ali j for they will not

allow there having been rightfully any other. It is a common term of abufe amongft

the lower clafs of people, when in a paffion, to call their opponents the fon of a Sunni,

or follower of Omar, implying that they could not wi{h him a more reproachful con-

dition. The Perfians reckon the right of fucceflion to the caliphat to confift of twelve

Imaums, or heads of the faith, whom they deduce from the family of their Prophet

;

that is, from his daughter Fatima, whom he gave in marriage to Ali, and from thence

to his two fons by that marriage, Huffun and Huflein, and their children, defcendants.

They, moreover, allege, that the Prophet, in his lifetime, did publicly declare that Ali

and his family fhould fucceed to the caliphat, both in fpiritual and temporal matters.

This, however, the Turks deny, affirming that the right of fucceflion was from the free

eledion of the people, and that by that right the three firft caliphs took pofleflion of

the throne.

The twelve Imaums.'] The twelve Imaums, in which the Perfians efteemed the true

right of the caliphat to confift, are as follow : ift, Ali, who ought to have come imme-
diately after Mahomed, but fucceeded the fourth from him, as above mentioned,

ad, Huflun, the eldeft fon of Ali, put to death by the Caliph Moaweia ; or, as others

fay, poifoned by Ayeflia, the widow of Mahomet, for oppofing her intrigues. 3d, Huf-
fcm, the fecond fon of Ali, killed at Kirbclai, in Eerack Arabl, in the war againft the

Caliph Yezced, fon of Moaweia : the death of which laft two perfons gave rife to the

annual mourning, obfervcd fo folemnly by the Perfians, and others of the feft of the

Sheias. 4th, Zein al Abudeen, the fon of Huflein, put to death by Walid the Firft,

the fon of Abdul Meleck. 5th, Mahomed al Bawkir, the fon of Zein al Abudeen, put

to death by order of Halhim, the fon of Abdul Mcicck. 6tb» Jaafar al Sadick, the fon

of Mahomed al Bawkir, put to death by order of Abu Jaafar Dowanikec. 7th, Moufa
Kazim, the fon of Jaafar al Sadick, put to death by order of Haroon Abbafi, at Bagdad.

8th, Ali Ibn Moufa al Reza, put to death by order of Almainoun Abbafi. It was
in honour of this Imaum that Shi'h /. bbas built the famous mofque at Mcfched, and
commanded his lubjeds to make pi!r,viniages thither, to prevent the carrying out the

immenfe funis of money expended annually by thofe who went to Mecca in Arabia ;

a very wife and politic ftroke, by which means he caufed Perfia to flourifli more in his

reign than it had done for a long time before, or has ever fince. 9th, Mahomed al

Tukee, the fon of Ali Ibn Reza, put to death by order of Alniamoun Abbafi. 1 oth, Ali

al Nukee, the fon of Mahomed al Tukee, put to death at Samara, by order of Moatizim

Abbafi. 11th, Huflun Alkeri, the fon of Ali al Nukee, put to death by order of

Moatizim Abbafi. 12th, Mahomed al M:\hadi, the fon of Huflun Alkeri, who difap-

peared in the reign of Moatemud Abbafi, and who tiie I'orfians expect will be again

vifible before the end of the world. He has the title of Huzurut Sihcb Zimpun, or

\r"\ of time, and is always mentioned by them with the higheft refpi i'hefe twelve

Imaums are dilallowed by the '1 iirks, and others of the fed of Omar, who lay that,

excepting Ali, they were all juftly put to death for rebellious pradices, againft the

governments under which they lived : but they are efteemed as faints and martyrs by
the Perfians, and the only true and lawful caliphs, which they contirm in the recital

of their Kelema, or creed, by adding the words, " and Ali is the friend of God ;" an

cxpreffion which the Turks omit.

Matters of Religion mivur^<.(i by Shcick al Sdlaum.'] INIatters of religion in Perfia,

as before obfervcd, arc managed by the Sheick al Sdlaum, or the head of the faith,

an
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an office anfwering to that of Mufti among the Turks, He takes cognizance of all

ecclefiaftical matters, and on public feftivals and other occafions preaches in the grand

mofque ; but he has not, like the Mufti, any power in aft'airs of ftate, being entirely

confined to his religous office.

In point ofdrefs, the Perfians differ remarkably from the Turks ; for in Turkey any

perfon who was not a Seiud, or defcendant of the Prophet, vvearing the leaft green

upon his garment, would moll probably be ftoned : whereas in Perfia, the general and
favourite colour is green, even to their fhoes ; and people of all perfuafions and deno-

minations may wear it as they pleafe. A Turk alfo thinks himfelf defiled by the touch

of a Chriftian, even on his garments. The Perfians, on the contrary, will eat out of

the fame plate, drink out of the fame cup, and fmoke out of the fame calean, as

readily as they would with their own children ; at leaft I have conftantly experienced

this myfelf, during my refidence in Perfia, while living in a native family. The Per-

fians, in fome parts of their devotions, differ from the Turks, as they always pray with

open hands ; whereas thofe of the Turks are clofed and placed before them. The
Perfians alfo, in their ablutions before prayer, wafh their faces and beards with their

right hand only, the other being referved for meaner occafions, and they only flightly

touch the fore and hind part of their feet ; but the Turks wafli with both hands, and

rub all over their feet. The jaie numaz, or carpet, on which they pray, is always

endeavoured to be placed with the upper part of it facing to the temple of Mecca, but

this they only guefs at.

In r ligious opinions they are far more tolerant than the Turks : they acknowledge

the authority of the Old and New Teftament, which they fay wore fent from heaven,

and delivered to Mofes and Chrift, equally with their Koran ; only they affirm that the

laft was given to purify and corred the errors of the two former, which they pretend

have been much corrupted from their original ftate, both by Jews and Chriftians. They
acknowledge Jefus Chrift to have been a great prophet, but deny him to have been the

Son of God, and the Saviour of mankind ; and pretend that their prophet Mahomed is

the laft or feal of the prophets, the number of which, they fay, amounts to one hundred

and twenty-five thoufand ; from which circumftance he is called Khatim al Ambeai, or

as I have expl ined, the fcal of the prophets. In their opinion, all nations are to be

converted to Mahomedanifm on the day of judgment ; and on that day the people of

each faith flying to their particular prophet for protediort, ftiall by him be fcreened

and defended irom God's wrath, through mediation, and finally become all of one

faith, which is to be Mahomedanifin. In like manner Ju:y apply maii) liiings to their

own Impoftor, which only belong to our Saviour.

Their mode of living.^ The mode of living of the Perfians is in general as folic :

tboy always rife at day-break, in order to perform their devotions. Their firft prayi

denominated numaz foobh, or the morning prayer ; it is faid before fun-rife, after which

they eat a flight meal, called naflita, or breakfaft ; this confifts of grapes or any other

fruits of the feafon, with a little bread, and cheefe made oi goat's milk ; they afterwards

drink a cup of very ftrong coffee, without milk or fugar ; then the calean, or pipe, is

introduced. The Perfians, from the higheft to the lowefl ranks, all fmoke tobacco.

Their fecond hour of prayer is called numaz zohur, or mid-day prayer, and is

always repeated when the fun declines from the meridian. Their dinner, or chaflit,

which is foon after this prayer, confifts of curds, bread, and fruits of various kinds -,

animal food not being ufual at this meal.

The third hour of prayer is called flumaz afur, or the afternoon prayer, faid about

four o'clock.

The
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'< The fourth hour of prayer is numaz flilm, or evening prayer, which is faid aftei*

fun-fet ; when this is iiniflied, the Perfians eat their principal meal, called ihami, or

fupper. This generally cciifilb of a pilau, drefled with rich meat-fauces, and highly

fealoned wirh various fpices : fometimes they eat kibaab^ or roaft meat. When the

meal is ready, a forvant brings notice thereof, and at the fame time prefents a ower
and water ; they then wafti their hands, which is an invariable cultom with the P.;r-

fians both before and after c-ating. They eat very quick, conveying their food to their

mouths with their fingers ; ihe ufe of knives and forks being unknown in Perfia.

Sherbets of (lifferent forts are iiitroduccd, and the meal concludes with a deffert of

delicious fruits. I'he fupper being finilhed, the family fit in a circle, and entertain each

other by relating plcafant (lories ("of which they are exceflively fond), and alfo by
repeating paifages from the works of their mofl favourite poetR, and amufing themfelves

at various kinds of games. The fifth and laft prayer is ftyled numaS: akViir, the lafl

prayer ; or fometimes numaz Ihcb, or the night prayer, repeated about an hour
after fupper.

The grcal rcfpcJl ef the Pcrfiatts for their Jim7tniis.~\ The city of Shirauz is divided

into twelve didrids, or neighbourhoods ; over each of which one of their Imaums, or

heads of faith, is believed to prefide, as a kind of guardian angel. . Every Thurfday
night, which the Perfians call tlie night of Friday, the criers and other domeltics of

the mofqucs make a zikir, that is, a recital of the life and good aftions of the Imaumj
or faint, who prefides over the diftrids, by whcfc influence the inhabitants hope to

obtain their wifhcs, and beabiblved from thtir fins. Thefe Imaums are alluded to by

the Perfians in their converfations ; they fwear by them, and invoke them on all occa-

fions of diflrefs and adverfity, as well as return them thanks on any good fortune be-

falling them. The mofques of the Imaum Zadas, or defcendants from the imaums,
ferve as fanftuarjes for criminals ; but the mod fan£tified place in Shirauz, and which

no one ever violates, is the Shah Cheraug, of which I have made mention already,

where the greateft criminal can be protected, if the inhabitants of the place Jhould

receive him. However, perfons ofFenfive to government are generally delivered up
when domandetl. This lad-mentioned cuftom feems to bear a ftrong analogy to the

mode pradil'cd in Roman Clatholic countries, of the fanftuary of a church, or monaftery,

fcrcening a crimhial from the pimidnhent of the law.

An audience of JiMfar Khan.'\ On the i8th of July, 1787, I accompanied Mr.
Jones, fi.'cond of the Knglifh factory at BuflTora, to the Perfian camp, where we were

admitted to an audience of Jaafar Khai.. On our arrival in camp, at a little after ten

A. M. we were cond ii^ed to the tent of the miniller, Meerza Mahomed Hoifein,

uhere we fb\id a conlid(.'rable time, and were entertained with a calean and coffee,

the ufual mode of treatment in Perfia to vifitors. The tent of the Meerza was a very

hnndfOme one, of an oblong form, with an open front, the infide lined with a fine

chintz, and the walb of a curious open work ; the floor was covered with a Pei Jian

carpet, and wi:h long felts, made at Yezd, but no cufliions, as the Perfians never ufe

any in public, and very leklom in private. At half an hour after twelve, an officer

came to acquaint us, that the Khan was ready to receive us, and defired us at the fame

time to follow him. We accordingly fet out, and, although the Khan's tents wen-

iji a parallel line with that of the minifter, yet, agreeably to the etiquette obferved in

Perfia, we were obliged to make a circuit ot about thirty yards, in order to approach

through a counaughr, or fcrcen of canvas, painted red. On our pafllng this fcreen,

the firit ofircer quitted us, and another immediately coming up, conduced us towards

the tent, and at the fame time called out to the attendants furrounding, to open to the

I o righf
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right and left, Dy which we had a full view of the Khan. Upon this the officer de.

fired us to falute, which we did by pulling off our caps after the Englifh fafhion, bow-

ing at the fame time. The Khan made a flight inclination with his head, and we were

then condufted round the outfide of the tent, and entered at the back door. On our

entrance, the Khan made a fecond inclinatiou with his head, and defired us to lit d<^wn,

which we did, at about four yards diftance ; though at a former interview Mr. Jones

had, he was obliged to iit much further oft". The khan feeined pleafed : he afl;ed

feveral quertions concerning Europe, the Englifh, and their manners and cuftoms

:

exprefled his wifh that Mr. Jones had benefited by the air of Shirauz, and afl'urod us

both of his protettion whilil we (laid there, and ordered his f'icretary to make out a

firmaan, or order, for that purpofe. After flaying a confiderable time, we took leave

in the fame manner as we entered. The tent of the Khan was a noble one, of an oblong

form, and pitched with three poles, which were adorned at the top with gilt balls.

The front is open in all weathers ; tlie infide was lined throughout with a b'^autiful

clouded filk, and the open work much the fame as that of the minifler's : the tloor

was covered with a rich carpet, and long felts. At the upper end of the ten' fat JaaFir

Khan, upon a large felt bent double under him : oppofite to him flood Meerza Ma-
homed HofTein, without the tent, and feveral other officers of the army. The Khan's

drefs differed not from that of the other great men ; he wore an orange-coloured Cuba,

or coat, and had his fcimitar on. The calean which he fmoked was ot gold, beauti-

fully filligreed, with a ruby in the fer poofh, or head.

In the rear of the Khau's tent, about the diflance of forty yards, was the haram, or

women's apartments : thefe were completely walled in by fcreens of red painted canvas,

about twelve feet in height. The Khan has always a certain number of women, whom
he feleds to accompany him when in camp ; and they have the fame number of attend-

ants and accommodations as thofc within the palace.

AJhort Account of the Remains of the celebrated Palace of Perfepolis,

On Thurfday evening, the 30th of Augufl, I left Shirauz, in company with Mr. Jones,

for the purpofe of vifiting the ruins of the celebrated palace of Perfepolis. We flept

that night at a garden without the city, and at three o'clock on Friday morning we let

oft' : at nine A. M. arrived at the village of Zarkan, fituated eight furfengs, or thirty-

two Englifli miles, from Shirauz. The road to this place is chiefly through a rocky,

mountainous country ; approaching, however, to Zarkan, you meet with fome culti-

vated land. Zarkan is a large village under the government of Shirauz, and is ruled

by a calentar, or chief magiftrate. From its vicinity to the mountain, the view of this

place is very pleafing ; th<! voighbourhood produces the large red grape. On the road

we met with fome hundrr .:
. of wandering Curds, and Turkomans : they faid the name

of their tribe was Ort, and that they were going towards Gunnafoer, a place to the

fouthward of Shirauz, in order to fpend the approaching autumn and winter. Thefe
people lead a wandering life, having no fettled place of abode, but move about
wiih their families, flocks and herds, ii- a manner fimilar to the ancient Scythian . :

the i complexions were the fame as thofe of the gypfies in Europe, fui^ . nt and
tav.'ny.

Saturday, September the ift, moved a ' f patl twc've A. M. At five we crolfed

the Bund Ameor river, which Mr. Niobuhr iias laid dow ;. as the ancient Araxes ; over
this river is allone bridge, which the natives call Po . Khan. We protofj -! on through
the plain, and at half after fix arrived at the ruii This flage is i;"- K. fengs : xXvy.
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road lies ndrely through the plain, which beginning about five miles to the fouth-

ward of Znrkan, is continued up to Perfepolis, which is fuuated clofe under the moun-
tains. Our cafila encamped in a garden a mile and a half to the northward of the

ruins, near the village of Merdaflit, from whence the whole plain takea its name. Thi.s

plain is exceed!, gly delightful ; it abounds i»> v^^mo of fevoral lorts, amongft which we
difcoverc' partridges, wild pigeons, quails, ;.uiU harjo.

At nini' A. M. went to vifii the ruin'^. Whir reniaias ot ihe celebrated palace of
Perfepolis, is fituated on a rifing giound, ?.n,i '•'irnniands a vie •/ of the extenfive plain

of Merdallit. The mountain Rehumut >.'iiciicios the palat '•
i > he form of an amphi-

theatre: you afcend to the coluiins by .1 ?n nd uurca.' of b\\.> itonr, containing one
hundred ai 1 1 four fte,^ 3. The left "bjet'l that ftrik.cs th; L iiolder on his entrance,

are two poi mis of fton ^ ; I judge I.em to h< about fifty feet in height each ; the fides

are embelliliuil with two !• Innxesoi'ts immenfe fize, dreffed out with a profufion of
bead-work, apaL contrary i ) the ufual method, they are reprefe.'it.d ftanding. On the

fides above are infcriptious in an .'>Pc:''nt characier, thf r'.u;a ing t .which no one hitherto

has been able to t' xypher.

At a finall diitance from thc'b p( rf?!s yor iifce^d another flight of fteps, which
lead ?o the grand hall of columi> . i'he fid-,- of tu'^ ilaircafe are ornamented with a

vavi^'ty of figure;- in baflb relievo ; moll of the,'), have velTels in their hands : here and
fl e-e a cauit) appears, and at other times a kind of triumphal car, made after the

l4.C'T>m fai^ton ; befides thefe, are l.veral led liorfes, oxen and rams, that at times

Intel treno and divcrfify the proceflion. At the head of th.; ftair-cafe is another balfo

. ellevo, reprefenting a lion feizing a bull ; and, clofe to this, are other infcriptions ia

ancient: charaders. On getting to tiie top of this ftaircafe, you enter what was for-

merly a moll raagnificent hall j the natives have given this the name of Chehul Minar,

or forty pillars ; and though this n.Uise is often ufed to cxprefs the whole of the
building, it is more panicularly iipprop; i,ucd to this part of it. Although a vaft num.
ber of ages have elapfed fince the 'ouiUi.iion, fifteen of the columns yet remain entire

;

they are from feventy to eighty tcet in height, and are mallerly pieces of mafonry

:

their pcd( rtais are curioufly worked, and appear little injured by the hand of time.

The fhaft^ are influted up to the top, and the capitals are adorned with a profufion of
fretwork.

Fro!n this hall you proceed along, baflwurd, until you arrive at the remains of a
large fqaare building, to which you enter through a door of granite. Moft of the

door; and v iudows of this apartment arc ftill ftanding ; they art of black marble, and
poliflied like a mirror : on the fiJjs of tlie doors, at the entrance, are bas-reliefs of
fwo figures at lull length ; tlicy repr^fjnt a man in the attitude of ftahbi-ig a gOu^

:

with out hand he feizes hold of tlic? animal by the horn, and thrufts a dagger into his

belly with the other ; one of the goat's feet refts upon the brcaft of the man, and the

other upon his right arm. This device is common t'^oughout the palace. Over
another door of the fame apartment is a reprefintation of two men at full length;

b'^hind them ftands a domeltio, holding a fpread umbrella: they are kipported by large

round ftalfs, appear to be in years, have long beards, and a profufion of hair upon
their heads.

anartinent are two large pillars of ftrr upon
dreffed in long garmea: and > in their

entrance, alfo, the remains oi . itair-cafe of

/s of broken pieces of pillars, fliufis, and capi-

xtent of groun J, fome of them of fuch enormous

At the fouthweft entrance of tl

which arc carved four figures ; the

hands fpears ten feet in length. A
? 'le ftone are ftill vifible. '^'^nft n •

• ,. , are fcattered over a conii' > i .

i^e.
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fizc, that it is wonderful to think how they could have^een brought whole, and fet

up together. Indeed, every remains of thefe noble ruins indicate their former gran-

deur and magnificence, truly worthy of being the refidence of a great and powerful

monarch ; and whilfl viewing them, the mind becomes imprefled with an awful folem*

ijity ! — When we confider the celebrity of this vaft empire, once the patron of the

arts and I'ciences, and the feat of a wife and flourifliing government ;— when we reflect

on the various changes and revolutions it has undergone, at one period a field for the

daring ambition of an Alexander,— at another for the enthufiuflic valour of an Omar,
we muft confcquently fe«l the (Irongefl conviction of the mutability of all human
events !— Exclufivo of the ancient antique infcriptions already mentioned, are others of

a modern date, able to bo read, as well as fome in the Syriac character; the whole

of which the celebrated Mr. Niebuhr has accurately copied and publiflied. Being
deltitute myfcif of all materials ncceflaryfor copying infcriptions, and at the fame time

ignorant of the rules of architctlurc, I have refrained from entering into a difTufivA

account of this celebrated palace. What I thought mod worthy of notice, I have en-

deavoiu'ed to defcribe to the bed of my abilities.

Behind the hall of pillars, anJ clofe under the mountain, is the renlains of a very

large building of a quadrangular form ; this may either have made part of the palace,

or, not unlikely, a detached temple, as there is a confiderable fpace of ground filled up
with earth and mounds of fand, betwixt the two ; and as it has within-fide fymbola

emblematical of a religious meaning. This building has four principal entrances to it,

two from the north-ead, and two from the fouth-wed. The walls are divided into

feveral partitions, which are ornamented with various pieces of fculpture, the moft
common of which have tiie figure of a man at full length ; he is fitting in a chair, with

his feet fuppoHcd by a dool ; behind the chair dands a domedic holding an umbrella ;

the man has in his hand a round daff ; before him are two branched candlefticks, with

candles in them ; beyond thefe is a little boy, and behind him is a woman with a goblet

in her hand. Underneath this figure are feveral others in long garments ; fome of

thefe are armed with bows and arrows, othci-s with fpears, and all of them have caps

in the form of turrets, which we learn from ancient hidorians was the mode of drefs

obferved by the Medes. Over the doors of this building, which are twelve in number,
are bas-reliefs of a lion feizing hold of a bull, fimilar to that obfervable on the grand
ftaircafe : the recefles in the walls are all lined with fine granite, and their fronts have

handfome cornices of done. Befides the ufual figures, is a very extraordinary one,

and is, I fuppofe, emblematical of the ancient religion of the Perfians : it reprefents a

man feated on a pillar, who holds in his hand a I'mall veflel ; he has a girdle twided
round the centre of his body, the two ends of which projeft a confiderable didance

beyond his cloaths, and have much the appearance of wings ; he is drefled in long gar-

ments, with a cap, turret-form. Underneath the figure are feveral lions (a fynibol of

empire among the ancient Perfians) very well executed.

Behind this ruin, a confiderable way up the mountain Rehumut, to the north, is the

remains of a curious place cut out of the rock, which had formerly an afcent to it by
ileps, but thefe being dedroycd by time, you are obliged to clamber up by the rock.

As there is another building parallel to this, about the didance of eight hundred yards

to the fouth, I fliall defcribe them both together, and add a few obfervations of what
T conctive to have been their original defign. — They are lofty buildings of three fides,

two of "hich are plain, and forty feet in height ; the third has feveral fine fculptures

bo!': y executed; in the centre is :i pillar with the mydic figure already defcribed

fitting at the top ; oppofite to this dands a man upon a pededal of three dcps ; in his

M M 2 left
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left hand he holds a bow, his rj^ht is held up, pointing to the figure on the pillar. To
the left is an altar of Hone two tcet high, upon which fire is burning, and, a little on one
fide, is a large globe fufpended in the air, which has much the appearance of being

intended for the fun. Thefe two laft-nicntioncd fymbols, we are informed, were con-

fidt-red by the Porfian Magi as the two grand principles of their religion, as they adored

the Omnipotent Creator of the univerfe under thefe types, being each in their nature

the purofi and frtefl of corruption of all created things : it may, therefore, be pre-

fumed they were intended to reprefent certain mylleries in the Magian faith. The
man with the bow may polfibly be defigned for a chief of the Magi ; or, to hazard a

further fuppofition, the celebrated lawgiver and prophet, Zoroafter himfelf. However,
this is only a fuggediun, and I would not be thought to lay it down for a certainty.

Kv.-ry pcrfon, on viewing thofe noble ruins, mull have different ideas ailfe to him
concerning them ; but as all traces of the original religion have long fince perifhed,

together with their learning and language, the world muft remain in ignorance until the

characters on the walls can be dccyphered, which, alone, can clear up the much wiihed-

for afccrtainnient of the real date of the palace, its devices, emblems, and its real

founder. Some have given it as their opinion, that thefe are tombs of the ancient Kings

of Perfia, and of this opinion are Mr. Le Bruyn, and Sir John Chardin.

The modern natives call this place Mujilis Gemfheed, or the affembly of King
Geiidheed, as they fay that Prince ufed to vifit the place, with the nobles and great

nu^n of his court, in order to enjoy a delightful view of the adjacent country, of which,

indeed, there cannc^f be a finer profpeft than from thence.

Underneath the above-mentioned devices are fmall openings, which lead to a fubrer-

raneous paffage,cut out of the mountain ; it is fix feet in height, and four in breadth :

the paiVage leads a confidemble way into the rock, but is quite dark after advancing

about thirty yards, and emits a mnfl noifome damp fmell. The natives call this place

the Cherk Almas ; that is, the talifman, or diamond of fate : they affirm that at the

end of the paflage is the talifman, and that whoever arrives thither, and afks queftions

of future events, will be anfwcred from within ; but they fay that no one has ever yet

been able to penetrate to the extremity of the paflage, being oppofed by the Demons
and Genii, whom they believe to dwell there; and fuperliitioufly imagine, that all

lights taken in there will go out of themfelves. Sir John Chardin, and Mr. Le Brun,
however, penetrated a confuierablc w.iy into this paflage, till, they relate, it ended in

a path too narrow to admit further progrefs. As no account has hitherto appeared of

thefe fubterraneous paflliges, but what the 'uperftition of the natives has chofen to in-

vent, it may not deemed p/cfumptuous in giving a conjetture, that they were originally

intended as places for concealed treafure, a cuftom time im.memorially obferved, and
to this day fubfifting among Eaflern Princes, Not having lights with us, neither

Mr. Jones nor myfelf thought proper to explore thepaflTage.

Defcending to the foot of the mountain, to the fouth, you meet with the remains of a

fmall fquare building, which has fev«ral doors and windows ftill (landing, having

carved figures on them ; but as thefe are only vifible to the waift downwards, it is moll

likely the fand from the mountains has choked up the remainder : the figures are the

fame with thofe in other parts of the palace. A little to the weftward of this building,

you afcend by a ftone ftaircafe into a magnificent court, of a quadrangular form.

Several pedeltals of pillars, and the remains of two grand portals to the eaft, are ftill

vifible : they are all of granite, and the cornices of the portals appear to have been very

fuberb ; they are of an oblong (hape. On many of the broken pieces of the pillar: .

•
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In feveral parts of the palace are (tone aquedudls, made for the purpofe of draining

oft" the water that comes from the mountains : they are of bhie ftone, cut under ground
eight feet deep, and two and a half in breadth.

Thefe venerable ruins have fuft'cred much by the ravages of time and weather ; but

what ftill reinains of them is as hard and durable as the rock itfelf. Earthquakes,

which are frequent in Perfia, have alfo prove*i the means of throwing down many of
the columns, and othcrwife injuring the apartments ; and feveral of thofe which have
not been overturned by the violence of the fhocks, have had their tops nearly removed
off, and in this Jituation remain. The fund which is conflantly waflicd down from the

mountains by the rain, in the winter feafon, has choked up numbeis of places, and
even covered the pedeftals of feveral pillars.

The old infcriptions difcernible on the walls, and other parts of the palace, may be
reckoned among the greateft curiofilies, as they have never yet been decyphered, either

in the Eaft or in Europe ; and what is very extraordinary, trie moft learned and curious

in the Oriental languaj^ej have been baHled in every attempt made to learn their mean-
ing :— like the hieroglyphics of Egypt, they remain buried in an impenetrable myftery.

Mr. Niebuhr has given all thefe infcriptions in his fecond volume, mofl: elegantly and
accurately copied, which may poflibly aflift the curious in their attempts to elucidate

them. It is one of the moft confiderable difficulties to folve when and by whom this

palace was originally built. The Grecian hiftorians have given very imperfeft and
dubious accounts of it, and the Perfians no lefs fo. By the prefent natives, the place is cal-

led Tukht Gemftieed, or the throne of King Gemfliced ; who they affirm built it between
three and four thoufand years ago : he is alfo exprefsly mentioned as having erefted

the Chehul Minar, or hall of forty pillars. It is related, in Grecian hiftory, that Alex-

ander the Great fet fire to and deftroyed this rich and fplendid palace, inftigated to it

in a fit of debauchery by the celebrated courtefin Thais. This circumftance, although

it has the fanftion of hiftory, if one reflecls upon the appearance of what ftilt remains

of thefe ruins, any perfon on view-ic; them would fuppofe fuch an event impoflible to

have taken -'ace ; as, in their preit it ftate, all the fire that could be applied would
not make thefmalleft impreflion on the- " h fe maflTes of ftone, equal in point of dura-

bility and hardnefs to thp folid rock ; ;v;ii.' of fuch are the materials of the whole
building. Thefe fentiiuents arofe to me whilft on the fpot, and my opinion was
ftrengthened by the fulleft acquiefcence of Mr. Jones, who thought, like myfelf, it was
abfurd tn give credit to the idea of its having been burnt by Alexander.

HaviVig met with a (hort account of the building of this palace, in a Pe^ manu-
fcript, being part of a work called Roufut al Sefa, or the Garden of Purii^, I (hail

here take the hberiy of inferting a tranflation.

** It is related by hiftorians, that King Gemflieed removed the feat of government^

jwhich was fonnerly in the province of Sejcftaun, to Fars ; and that in the neighbour-

hood of Shirauz, having taken in a fpot of ground, of twelve furfengs in length (48
Engliftj miles), he there ere(!ted ' '^ -, palace, that in the feven kiiigdoms of the

world there was nothing could eqi. The remains of that palace, and many of the

pillars on it, are vifible to this day ; and he caufcd the palace to be called Chehul
Minar, or Forty Pillars. Moreover, when the fun, quitting the fign Pifces, in the

heavens, had entered Aries, Gemftieed having aflembled all the princes, nobles, and
great men of his empire, at the foot of his imperial throne, did on that day inftitute a

grand and folemn feftival ; and this day from henceforth was called the Noo Roze, or nrft

lay of the new year (when the foundation of Perfcpolis was laid), at which perbd he
commanded, from all parts of the empire, the attendance of the peafants, huftiandmen^

foldiery^
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foKliory, and others, in order to profocutc the dcfign { rcqucfllnc that all, with [oyful

hearts and williiijj hands, (lunild lend their aUiftance iti complctinjf this work. This

numerous aflembly obeyed the command of their monarch, and the 'buildiiii,^ was

finiftiod with all f\^m of mirth and fcllivitv."

It is further iiblervcd, in the Jihan Ara, a book of Perfian chronology, that Queen
Ilonwic, who flourilhed about 8ao years after Gutiiflioed, added a thoufand column.s

more '."» 'i.i'^ palace.— Such are the rerfian accounts, which are believed by ths prefent

Pitav J ! I .le oner ; but I fljould prefume, that until the ancient charaiU-rs on the

wallA c»a PC decyphcred, no account of this pl.ice, eilher CJrecian, or Perfian, or any

otlhT, can be depended upon as genuine or authentic, as they ;ire unqueilionably of an

antiquity far beyond the records of any language liow known in the world.

It is to be remarked, that in the figiues throughout the whole of the palace, the

rules of art arc not attended to ; the mufcles at the figures are wanting, yet the drapery

is finely done, and tlv »••'"' -rtions in general are well ktpt uji, though the contour is

only obferved, v ui.li j,ivcsii famvP-fs to the whole. Sir John ('hardin obferves, that

ho thinks it is evident, whoever was the architect of this celebrated palace,- was igiKirant

of Grecian and Roman architedure ; and I'uppofes that the de*";>ds already mentioned

were occafionod by his being obliged to finifh the work in a huny, and by that means

the figures were left in the imperfeft flate we find them at prefent. Hut Mr. Jones

obferved to me that he rather fuppofed it to have been the nc plus ultra of thofe days ;

and remarked alfo, that the ornaments he had obferved in Sadick Khan's palace at

Shirauz, were in the fame fiyle as thofe of Perfepolis, and that the architefture of the

prefent Perfians was fimihu* to that of ancient times ; an obforvatior; by no means un-

worthy of attentiiin. With refpeft to the figures on the ilair-cafe, I iiave before

obferved, that the variety of animals which appear, the camels, led horfes, the rains,

the triumphal car, and the men with velleis in their hands, all give room to fuppofe

the pomp of a proccilion is meant to be reprefented ; and I think the pofition may be

corroborated by fome part of the tranflation h: >rc inferted.

The materials of which the palace is compofed, are chiefly hard ic ftonc ; bi the

doors and windows of the apartments are all of black marble, .d fo beautifully

polilhrd as to re fled an objed like a mirror. One of the principal t'lings worthy of

admiration, is the immenfe flrength of the foundation. The whole ul >. palace takes

in a circumference of 1400 fquare yards : — its front is 600 paces from north io fouth,

and 390 from eaft to we(f. Being built at the font of a mountain, a great deal 'f it

has been fuiooll.'d with infinite labour, to make the ftones lie even. The / ght

of the foundation, in 1 nit, is in fevend parts from forty to fifty feet, and confifls it two
Immenfe fl^jnes laid ":ether : the fides are not fo high, and more unequal, owing to

the vaft quantity of land which lias fallen from the mountain. It is much to be feared,

that in the courfe of a few centuries, the earthquakes may totally dedroy the columns

and remaining aj^artments ; but whatever may be their fate, the foundation muft
enuare until the roc! iifelf, en wl.ich it i;; built, fhall ceafe to exift.

I fhall conclude vifh a few oblcrvations on tl.; Hall of Pillars.

This hall appears to have been detached from the refl of the palace, and to have had

a communication with .Ik ot^»er parts by hol'ow galleries of {h)ne. Bv the pedeltals

of the pillars, \ hi cunted very exactly, the hall feems originally to have confifled

of nine diilind off lumns, each containiivg fix ; making confequently, in ail, fifty-

four. The fifieon Jiat 1 main, are from feventy to eighty feet in height ; the dia.neter

at the bafe is ruelve feet, and the diftance between each column tw^ity-two. By the

pofition of the front pillars, the hall appears to have been open towards the plain ;

8 but
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|>ut if of the pillars, fiicing the mountain, and which aro at fomc diftancK from tha

idt, leem to have b.-cn iniended for a portico, or entrance fmm the cult ; they arc alfo

of a difl'orent flyle of arcliileclure. The materials of the columns arc a mixed fort of

red itone, jj;ranular.

'I'he hall, (ituated on an eminence, and commandine an extenfive view of the plain of

Menlalht, is itrikingly grand, and conveys to the beholder the idea of an hall of au-

dience of a powerful and warlike monarch.

On Monday afternoon, the fecond of September, Mr. Jones and myfelf fet off to vifit

the tomb of tnc cclebratod Perfian hero, Roftum (called by the natives Nukfhee Rof-

tum). It is fituated three miles and a half to the north-cad of Perfepolis: the place

confifts of four dilUnft chambers, excavated high in the rock. I'lie devices, in the

upper parts, are cxaftly the fame as thofe of Perfepolis, rcprcfenting the myftic figure,

with the altar of lire and the fun. Underneath the fculpture of the fecond chamber, is

a gigantic figure on horfeback, cut in flone, and very perfect ; he is completely armed

and accoutred, and drefled fomething after the Itoman fafliion. On his helmet is a

globe ; two figures are before him, the one kneeling down in a fupplicating pofture,

and the other Is in the a£t of taking hold of the horfeman's hand, as if to mitigate his

wrath ; the horfeman is looking llemly upon the figures, and the hand at liberty is

applied to the hilt of his fword. On one fide of the figure is an infcription in ancient

charaders but difi'erent from thofe on the walls of Perfepolis. Several attendants aro

in waiting behind the cquedrian figure, all of them as large as life ; but the proportions

aio not at all adhered to in the firll fculpture, the man being twice the fize of the horfc

on which he rides.

' A little to the northward is another reprefentation. At the foot of the rock there

are two figures completely armed ; one of them is in the a<^ion of letting go a ring,

which the other gralps. The figure to the right has a globe on his helmet, and a

large battle-axe in his hand : that to the left has a domeftic behind him, holding an

umbrella. Under their horfes feet are two human heads ; and a little on one fide

appear the heads of feveral figures, attendants ; moll of them have a broad fillet

encircling their temples, and a profufion of hair flowing loofe. Sir John Chardiu

fuppofes, that this may be intended to reprcfcnt the adion of Alexander the Great,

receiving the fubmilhon of the Perfian monarch Darius ; but as we are informed by

Grecian hiilory, that Darius never faw Alexander, being murdered in his flight (liortly

after the lofs of the battle of Arbela, by his fervant Beflus, fo I fhould imagine the Per-

fians themfelvcs would hardly have taken fuch pains to render the diflionour and ruin

of thrir lawful king fo permanent and known to the latofl poderity, in order to praife

one who had utterly overturned their religion and their laws. Moreover, the work itfelf

bears not the Icalt trace of having been the produdion of any Grecian artifls, as the

(irecks at that period weri.' arrived at the higheft perfedion in the arts and fciences ;

and had iurh a thing been clon-;' d irinj.' the time of Alexand r, he would moft certainly

have made ute of one of t' • many celebrated artifts who followed him into Afia ; but

tliefe figures are dilproporuonate, and executed in a rude maimer. To hazard a fup-

pofition of my own, I fliould rather conceive the above device was of a date prior to

the Grecian conquells of Perfia, and that it was intended to reprei'ent fome remarkabb

adi(m in the life of the hero Roflum (from whom the whole of the place takes its

name), and that it was cut to perpetuate the memory of it.

Near the fi^ ut of the rock is a fquare building of blue flone, twenty feet in height,

by eight in breadth. This place has feveral windows ; the infide is empty, and there

are fmaii niches in different parts of the wall. The natives afiirra that the celebrated

Roftum

iv'^'H
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Roftum wnf. liUcrred in this fpof ; but many ti'> IIi'vn have fiippoloil it to liavc bcpn the

tomb of Darius IlylUlpt-s, from a palliigc ut Horodouis, tho Grecian hilturiaii,

amongfl whom Sir John Chardin and Mr. Li- Brunc arc l}i)ih of the latter opinion.

Ill a part of the rock, to tho eaftward, is a fculpture of a fij^ure on horfeback, the face

of which luib been much mutilated, and is fcarcelv vifible ; enough, however, remains

to perceive that the tigurc is that of a man — he has lonj; (lowing hair, and has a pro.

i'lcHon, reli inblinga horn, on the left fide of his forehead. The natives call this fij^ure

Ikunder /u Al Keriicen, or Alexander Lord of the Horn.s, that is, of an empire

fxtendiiif^ from ead to well ; and they alfirm, that it is pofitively intended for Alex-

ander the CJreat. Horns, we know, were confidered by the ancients as embieins and
fynibols of power and niajefty, and from this we may conclude, without a co.itrariety to

realon, that the Perllan idea of this figure is a iud one ; as Alexander is alvva) s del'cribed

by the Grecian hillorians, having a horn on his forehead, or rather a particular lock

of h.ur, refembling one ; and it is alfo obfervcd on the coins and medals of that prince,

which are lllll to be feen in the cabinets of the curious. Behind the figure on liorle-

back arc levcral others; they are in armour, on foot, and feemingly attendants

on him.

Having ftaid a fliort time at Nukflice Roftum, we returned to Shirauz, Sep-

tember 4tli.

Original caufc of the Mohiirruin.'] TIic firft ten days of the month Molmrrum
(being the liril oJ the Mahomedan year) arc obfervcd throughout Perfia as a folemn

mourning ; it is called by the natives Deha, or a fpace of ten days. During thi.s period

the Perfians, and all the followers of Ali, lament the death of Imaum Hoffein, the

fecond fon of that prophet, who was flain in the war againll Yezzced, the fon of

Moaweia, Caliph of tlie Muirulmans. This event happened at a place called Kerbelaic,

which in Pcrfian implies grief and misfortune. It is fituated in Ecrack Arabi, the an-

cient Mefopotamia, between the cities of Cufl'a and Medecna. The particulars of the

ftory are as follow :

On the death of Caliph Ali, who was afl'aflinated at CulTa, Moaweia, of the houfe of

Onimia, fucceeded to the caliphat, which he had difputed with AH during his lifetime.

Moaweia, ilying fliortly after, was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Yezzeed. In the inter-

val, the inhabitants of Cuf;i [anno Hijcra 60.] had fcnt a folemn embafly to Hoflein at

Medeena, rcquclling him to come and take poflVflion of the government, giving

alTurance of their faithful fupport. Upon this allurancc, HolTein determined to fct for-

wards, at the fame time taking with him the whole of his fainily (excepting hisyoungeft

daughter, who was at that time fick). He began his march to Cufa on the 8th of

Zulhuj, accompanied by a confidcra',;!- oody of troops : intelligence of this being carried

to the Caliph Yezzeed, who was then at Damafcus, he fent orders to Obeidollah, the

govenior of Cufa, to aflemble an army and to crufli the rifing rebellion, by cutting oiF

Hoffein and his followers. Obeidollah, in obedience to the command ot his mafter,

fent his deputy Ibn Saad, with Kn thoufand men, giving him cxprefs orders to intercept

HolTein in his route. The army in confequencc began their march ; and Obeidollah,

remaining in the city, took care, by fcixJng the heads of the fadicm, entirely to quell

the infurredion ; by which means, the C.ufians perceiving the fituation of affairs, re-

gardlefs of the oaths and promifes they had made, treacheroufly left the unhappy and

deluded Prince to his fate ; for which behaviour they are curfed by the Perfians and all

the followers of Ali to this day. Ilofi'ein with his army had not advanced far, before

intelligence was brought him that the enemy had taken their ftation between him and

14 the
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the river Euphrates, which lay in his intendod route, by r.cnns of which he was en-

tirely cut off from the water; an event of the mod didririv^ 'Mture, in the fultry

climate of Mefopotamia, where, from the violence of the hta' , ilie weary traveller, even

when fupplied with water, can fcarcely exifh Deprived of 'hut necedary article, how
trying mull the fituation he ! Indeed this circumdance wad the primary caufe of all

the misfortunes which bcfel him : — his men, difheartened ar the idea of nerifhing with

thirll, forfook him in great numbers, defortinp lo very fa(l that in a fuw days his whcuc

force WM reduced to the inconfiderable number of I'eventy-two perlons, among whom
WL-re feveral of his own kindred, particularly his brother A bbiis A li, his nephew Cifim, the

Ion of his brother Ilalfan, his own Ion '/.ein al Abudccn, a youth of twelve years of

age, and his two infant children, Akbar and Alkur ; of the females, were his daughter

Sfkeena, his fifler Zeinob, and his aunt Koolfom. In this firuation continual Ikir-

niifljes and dirtrelles thickening upon him were finally terminated on the loth of Mo-
hurrum, when Ibn Saad advancing with his whole force, furrounded his little troop,

and they were cut to pieces, after fighting moft defperately. Alker, HufTein's infant

foil, was killed by arrows in his father's lap ; and Holfein himfelf, at length exhaulled

with fatigue, and fainting under a multitude of wounds, fell. His head was immediately

cut olV, and the enemy'i troops then rulhing into the tent, began a general plunder, and

took prifoners the remaining fon of Ilollein, who was fick in bed, together witli tlui

females of the family already mentioned ; bereaving them at the fame time of their

ornaments and jewels, and treating them in a moft infuliing manner. A few days

after, they were all conveyed to Damafcus, with the head of Hoflein, to be pre-

fented to the Caliph Yczzeed.

The tradition goes, that at this period an ambafliidor from one of the European ftates

happened to refide at the Caliph's court, who, on the arrival of the prifoners, was

ilruck with compaflion at the mifcrable appearance tht-y made, and alked Yezzeed who
they were ; the Caliph replied, that they were of the family of the prophet Mahomed,
and that the head was the head of Hoflein the fon of A li, whom he had caufed to be put

to death for his rebellion ; whereupon the ambafTador rofe up and reviled the Caliph

very bitterly for thus treating the family of his owi -rophet. The haughty Yezzeed,

enraged at the affront, ordered the ambalTador to ' "felf and bring him the head of

Zein al Abudeen, on pain of immediate death
J

"'Uf

fufcd ; and, as the Pcrfians believe, embracing il ^ ad

on which he was immediately put to death by i^ ctinnn,

All thefe various events are reprefented h" ilv: Pet an

Mohurrum. On the 27th of the procedinj ru'-ah l, ''.

on the pulpits in the mofqucs, the infides i
•'

v
^^ '

black cloth. On the ift of Mohurrum, the Akhui.ds, o.ri J Peifh Numazzs (or Maho-
medan priefts) mount the pulpits, and begin what is denominated by the Perfians,

al wakaa, or a recital of the life and anions of Ali, and his fons Huflun and HofTein ;

defcribing at the fame time the circumftances attending the melancholy fate of the

Imaum HofTein : the recital is made in a flow folemn tone of voice, and is really affefting

to hear, being written with all the pathetic elegance the Perfian language is capable of

cxprefTmg. At intervals the people ftrike their breafts with violence, weeping bitterly

at the fame time, and exclaiming, ah Hoflein ! ah HofTein ! Heif az Hoflein ! Alas fo**

Hoflein !— Other parts of the wakaa are in verfe, ',wjtjich are fung in cadence to a do'

ful tune. Each day fome particular adlion of the ftory is reprefented by pe<^le feleftet

for the purpofe of perfonating thofe concerned in it ; effigies alfo are brought out and

carried m proceiTion through the different neighbourhoods : among thefe they have

cr, the ambafTador flatly re-

lofTein, turned MufTulman ;~

' of Yezzeed.
c! "ng the firft ten years of

. ihey ereft the mumbirs
jn this occafion lined with
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one reprefenting the river Euphrates, Vrhic/i they call Abi Ferat. Troops of boys

and youHg men, fome perfonating the foldiers or Ibn Sa^d, others thofe of HotTein

and his company, run about the ftreets, beating and (kirmifhing with each other,

and each have their refpedive banners and enfigns of diftindtion. Another pageant

reprefents the Caliph Yezzeed feated on a magnificent throne, furrounded by guards ;

and by his fide is placed the European ambaflador before mentioned.

Among the moft affcding reprefentations is the marriage of young Cafim, the fon

of Huflun, and nephew of Holl'ein, with his daughter ; but this was never confummated,

as Cafim was killed in a (kirmifli on the banks of the Euphrates, on the 7th of

Mohurrum. -On this occafion, a boy reprefents the bride, decorated in her wedding

garments, and attended by the females of the family chanting a mournful elegy, in

which is related the circumftances of her betrothed hufb. nd being cut otf by infidels—

(fur fuch is the term by which the Sheias fpeak of the Sunnies). The parting between

her and her hulband is alfo reprefented, when on his going to the field (he takes an
alfedionate leave of him ; and, on his quitting her, prefents him with a burial veft,

which (he puts round his neck : at this fight the people break out into the mofl paflionate

exclamations of grief and diftrefs, and execrate the moft bitter curfes upon Yezzeed,

and all tiiofe who had any concern in deftroying the family of their Imaum.
The facreil pigeons, which are affirmed by the Perfians to have carried the news

of Hoilcin's death from Kerbelai to Medeena (having firft dipped their beaks in his

blood as a confirmation) are alfo brought forth on this occafion. The horfes oa
•which lioflcin and his brother Abbas are fuppofed to have rode, are fhewn to the people,

painted as covered with wounds, and llurk full of arrows.

During ihefe various procefiions much injury is often fuftained, as the Perfians arc

all frantic even to enthufiafm, and they believe uniformly that the fouls of thcfe flain

tluring the Mohurrum will ialaliibly go that inftant into Paradife ; this, added to their

frenzy, which for the time it lafts is fuch as I never faw exceeded by any people, makes
them defpifo and even court death. Many there are who inflid voluntary wounds oa
themfelves, and fome who almofl. entirely abftain from water during thefe ten days,

in memory of, and as a lufterance for, what their Imaum fuffered from the want of

that article ; and all people abftain from the bath, and even from changing their cloath»

during the continuance of the Mohurrum. On the loth day, the coffins of thofe

llain in the battle are brought forth, ftaincd with blood, on which fcimitars and turbans,

adorned with herons' feathers, are laid : — thcfe are folemnly interred, after which

the priefts again mount the pulj)Its and read the wakua. The whole is concluded with

curfes and imprecations on the Caliph Yczzecd.

The Perfi;'.ns affirm this to be a martyrdom, and throughout the whole of the recital

HofiVin is diflinguiffied by the appellation of Sheheed, or the martyr. They add,

that he alfo knew of, and voluntarily fufl'ered it as an expiation for the fins of all who
believe in /\li, and confequently tbijt all who lament the death of^heir Imaun, fhall

find favour at the d;iy of judgment : they further alfort, fhat if 1 loJfein had thought

proper to make ufe of the powers of his imaumfliip, the whole world could not have

hurt him, but th;u he chofe to fiiftcr a voluntary death, that his followers might reap

the benefit of it in a future Hate; whence arifes the belief among the Perfians, that

at the day of judgment Eatinia, the wile of Ali, and mother of the two Iinaunr.

1 luflun and Hofllin, will prefent, hcrfelf before the throne of God, with the fevered

head of Hoifein in one hand, and the heart of fluflim (who was poifoned) in the other,

demanding abibkition in their name for the fii's of the followers of Ali ; and thty

doubt not but God will grunt their requcU.— 1 had thcfo partic\..lars from a religious

7 Perlian,
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Perfian, and as they are not generally known to Europeans, I have taken the liberty of

inferting them.

The death of the Imaum Huflun (vho was poifoned by Ayeflia the widow of

Mahomed at Madeena) is lamented by the followers of AH on the 28th of ;he month
befr, being the day which he died, but it is not kept with fo great folemnity as thofe

of Mohurrum ; although Huflun is mentioned during that period. Many perfons have
confounded thefe together, ,n.nd erroneoufly fuppofe the Deba of Mohurrum to be
equally for both ; but I was particularly inquifitive on this head, and was alTured

by feveral perfons that the diftin£bion between the two was very confiderable.

Returnfrom Shirauz.'^ On the nth of OiStober 1787, I let off from Shirauz on
my return to India : as I came down by the fame route as I went, I fliall only mention

the different ftages, with a few flight obfevations, which by reafon of my illncfs, I was
before unable to attend to.— 1 2th and 13th, pafTed the villages of Khoon Zineoon,

and Defterjun. 14th, We arrived at Kazeroon.

Kazeroon.'j Kazeroon, by its remains, appears formerly to have been a city of

confiderable note, and in fize little inferior to Shirauz ; it is fituated in the centre of

an extcnfive plain, furrounded by high mountains ; there is a fine lake, about four

miles eaft of the city. In the vicinity of Kazeroon, great quantities of opium are

produced, but the Perfians do not make this very valuable commodity an article of

trade ; I fhould imagine they did in former times, as the opium of Kazeroon is much
fpoken of in the Eaft. The city, excepting a niofque, and the governor's palace and
gardens, has nothing remarkable in it.

15th, 16, and 17th, We remained at Kazeroon.— 18th, We arrived at Comarige.

—

As 1 have not before particularly defcribed the mode of travelling in Pcrfia, it may,
perhaps be acceptable in this place.

Mode of travelling in Perfia,'} A cafila is compofed of camels, horfes, and mules,

the whole of which are under the diredion of a cheharwa dar or m;i(ler. It is to

him the price of a mule or cp.mel is paid, and he ftipulatos with the traveller to feed

and take care of the beaft during the journey ; he has under him fevci*al inferior

forvants, who help to unload the hearts of burden, take them to water, and attend

them during forage. The cafila, whiKt on the journey, keeps as clofe as pollible,

and on its arrival at the Munzil Gah, or place of encampment for the day, each load

is depofited on a particular fpot, marked out by the mafter, to which the merchant

who owns the goods repairs ; his baggage forms a crefcent ; in the centre are placed

ihe bedding and provifions ; a rope or line made of hair is then drawn round the whole,

at the diftance of about three yards each way, which ferves to dilUnguifh the feparate

encampments. During the night, the beafts are all brought to their ih\tions, ojipolite

to the goods they are to carry in the morning, and are made fall to the hair rope

aforementioned. At the hour of moving, which is generally between three and tour

in the morning, they load the mules and camels. In doing this, the palVengers ar..'

awakened by the jingling of the bells tied round the necks of the bealts, in order to

prevent their ftraggling during the march. A padage from llafiz may probably be

not unacceptable to the reader, in this place, as it ferves to illullrate the cultoui above

defcribed.

•* The bell proclaims aloud, bind o/i your burdens /" Odss of Hafiz,

When every thing is ready, the cheharwa diir orders thofe neareft the road to

N N 2 advance,
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ailvatice, and the whole moves oflF in regular fuccefllon, in the fame order as the

preceding day.

19th, 20th, 2 1 ft, and 22d, we pafled the villages of Khiflit, Dowlakie, Berazgoon,

and Chekadiik.— On the ajd, we arrived at Abu Shchr, where I met with a nioft

polite and hofpitable reception from Mr. Charles Watkins, the Company's Refidcnt

at that place.

On tlie 2 2d of December I embarked on board the Scorpion criiizer. Captain Jcrvis,

for Buflora, who vt-ry politely made me the offer of a paflTage.—24th, in the evening,

pailVd the Buflora Bar, and on the 28th came to anchor oppofite the town.

Bufjhrn.'] The city of BulTora is fitiiated at the extremity of the Perfian Gulph,

in latitude 31° 30' north, on the banks of a frefh water river, called the Shat al Arab,

which is a branch of the Euphrates ; that river uniting with it about fifty miles to the

north-weft of Buflora. The city is a very large one, but indifferently fortified : a mud
wall encircles the town, having baftions and turrets alfo of mud ; it had formerly

a wet fofle, this is now dried up in many parts. Buffora, notwithftanding thele

difadvantagcs, held out upwards of eight months when befieged by the Pernans in

'777 • if was evacuated at the end of the enfuing year, occafioned by the death of

Kerim Khan, Vakeel of Perfia. Although the great defart extends to the very walls

of the city, the banks of the river on each fide are exceedingly fertile and pleafant

;

they produce corn, pulfe, rice, and feveral European fruits : but that which moft adds

both to the pleafant fituation and profit of the place, is the date tree ; by the cultivation

and produce of this tree, a confiderable revenue arifes to the Turkifti government.

The vicinity of Buflora abounds in game, particularly hares, partridges, and the wild

hog, whofe flcfli is of a delicious flavour. The modem Buflbrn is fourteen days

journey (by couriers) from Aleppo. There is a very grand mofque in Buffora, and
alfo a convent of Italian niifllonaries. The city is at prefcnt under the government
of the Turks, and the refidence of a Muffullem, appointed by the Baflia of Bagdad,
under whom he acts.

The following arc the particulars of a revolution that took place about eight

months ago.

Revolution at Bufflra.^ hi the middle of April 1787, Sheick Twiny, an independent

Arabian chief of the tribe of Montifceks (whofe country is fituated to the eaftward

of Buflora on the Grand Defert), arrived at the village of Zubeer, on his return from
an expedition he had undertaken againft his enemies ; in which he >.vas fuccefsful

;

the Muffollcm, or Turkifli governor, came out from the city to meet and congratulate

him on theoccafion.

'Ihe Sheick of the Montifeeks had long had it in his mind to obtain poffeflion of

Buflora, which he laid claim 10, and coniidered as the right of his family ; deeming
the prelent, therefore, a more favourable opportunity, he, without further ceremony,

made the Turkifh governor, and thofe who accompanied him, prifoners, which was
effected without bloodflied, and before the Turks could entertain the leaft fufpicion

ot his intentions. The following day the Sheick fent into the city a body of fifteen

hundred Arabs, who took pofleilion of the ferai, or governor's palace, and every

thing \vithoui oppofition, there being but few Turks in the place, and not more than

two liundred troops in all. The place was preferved in its ufual order, and the

property of individuals remained fafe. On the third day the Shieck Twiny made
his own eniry, accompanied by the remainder of his army, being about five thoufajid

latti. The Arab govcriuuttui iuuacdiately couuncnced.

The
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The commanders of the Turkifli fliips in the river were depofc-d, and Arabians

appointed in their room ; and Ihortly after, the MufTellem, with the council, the

Dufterdar, or treafurer, and the principal officers under the Turkifh government, were
embarked on board fhip, and failed for India.

Thefe rteps being taken, the Sheick began to prepare himfelf for the confequences

that might cnfue, and firft he wrote letters to Conftantinople, excufing what he had
done, by alleging and endeavouring to prove, that Buflbra had originally belonged to

his own proper anccftors, and that, as a free and indejiendent chief of a tribe, he had
undoubted righf to obtain what was his due. But he further obferved, that in ordei*

tlie I'ortc might perceive how anxious he was to fettle matters amicably, and if pofliblc

procure peace, he had on this occafion forborne the viftor's right, and had hitherto

held untouched both the perfons as well as the property of individuals whom the laws

of war gave him a power over ; that order and juftice were as rightfully adminiftered

as before. He fmally concluded his letters with profeflions of allegiance to the Porte,

on condition of his being nominated to the Baflialick of Bagdad ani Buffora

united in one, and hoped the Sultaun would lend a favourable ear to a >"equeft fo

juftly made.

Thefe letters he difpatched to Conftantinople, and at the fame time providing for

the worft that might occur, he augmented his army ; after which, afl'cmbling the

Jews, Armenians, and other merchants of Buflbra, he requefted from them the fuin

of fix thoufand tomans as a loan, for which he informed them a bond fhould be given.

The merchants, though averfe to a propofal fo extraordinary in its nature, from the

poffeflfor of Buflbra, yet had no other refource than compliance left them : and it was

fome confolation to them to refleft, that the Sheick had given them hopes of re-pay-

ment at a future period ; and to do him juftice, there was every probable reafon to

fuppofc, in cafe of fuccefs, he would have done fo. The fum propofed was raifed,

and the bonds delivered. Shortly after, Sheick Twiny quitted the city, and marched

his army to the village of Naranta. on the banks of the Euphrates, in the direct road

to Bagdad, where he encamped and refolved to await the coming of the Baftia, and rifle

his fortune on the iflfue of a pitched battle.

It will now be neceffary to obferve, that at the furprifmg of Buflbra, before men-
tioned, the eldeft brother of Sheick Twiny had deferted his camp, and fled to Soliman,

the Baflia of Bagdad, claiming his proteftion. This perfon whofe name is Sheick

Ahunuid (ior chiefs of families amongft the Arabs have always the appellative of

Sheick), had been ff.t afide from, the fucceflion at the death of their father, which ever

after gave him a difguft towards his brother, and he eagerly longed for an opportunity

to emancipate himfelf, and acquire a party of his own. This was offered him on the

prcfent occ^adon ; he was received by the Baflia with open arms, and the ftrongeft

aflurances of fupport and pi-otci:>ion were given him.

Soliman, on receiving intelligence of the revolution, aflembled his army ; and the

more to ftrengthen his party, he refolved to feek the alliance of an Arabian tribe bor

dering on Buflora to the fouth-weft. This tribe (whofe chief is called Sheick Chaubi),

from their vicinity to the city, have it in their power to becon)e either very ufeful or

very troublefome neighbours, their country extending along the banks of*^ the river

below the town, and they alio poflefling a confiderable fleet of armed gallivats. To
this tribe Sheick Twiny had previoufly made an offer of alliance ; but they demanding

what he thought too much, as the reward of friendftiip at this critical jundure, he un-

wifely relinquiflied the idea, which his more politic adverfary the Baiha took advantage

of, and a treaty of alliance and friendOiip was fettled between them. The Baflia, on

13 this

(. < 1

'
.1

} li

^ \4



478 PRANCKLfN*» TOUR FROM BHNOAL TO PERSIA.

!i

this occafion, was liberal io the donation of (wo diftridts of land, which he granted t<v

the Chaubi.

During the interval of thofe preparations, the letters fent by Twiny had arrived at

the Porte : fhoy remained unanfwered to him,, twit a pofitive order was dil'patched to

the Ba/ha of Bagdad to fond the head of Twiny .0 Conftantinople, the Porte making

no other obfervation on the matter, but diAisHning to treat with the chief of a petty

Arabian tribe.

The Baftia, being now fully jMrep" red, fet f<w'.vard in the beginning of Odober 1787.

On the 2^d inftant, he came up with the Aral^ and ca the 251 h the Turks gained a

complete vidlory over the Sheick and his adherents. The adion was fought on the

banks of the Euphrates ; the conflict was bloody, and for fome time doubtful, but at

length th(! Arabs giving way, a total rout cnfued, and Sheick. Twiny was obliged to

fly fn>ni the field of battle, attended by a few followers. x

BuiTora, by this vidory, once niorc fell into the hands of the Turks, and the re-

eftablifliment of the Turkilh governnu at became the nec»nary confequence. Though
every thing at prefent is quiet, and the troubles are terminated, yet the trade of the

place has fuffercd greatly thereby, and it will take fome time to rcftore it.

The unfortunate merchants, on this occa.iion, befides lufing what tliev had lent to

Sheick Twiny, wore obliged to deprecate the anger of the Baflia by a new fine, who
alfo gave orders for di>uble duties to be exafted on all goods for that year ; and this,

as the Sheick had before received the like, fell very heavy upon them. The Baflia,

after eAablilhing a new Mulftllem, returned to Bagdad. Sheick Twiny has lately fent

fubmiflive letters ; but the Balha has confirmed Sheick Ahumud in the chieflhip of

the Montifceks, uid is refolved to maintain liim in it.—• Buflbra, Feb. ill, 1788.

On the I 2th of February 1788, I embarked on boafd the brig Futta lUahi, Captain

Nimmo, on my return to India. I cannot, however, quit the Perfian Gulph, with-

out making my acknowledgments to MefTrs. Manelly and Jones, of the Buflbra

f <Sory, who did every thing in their power to render my (hoit flay with them agree-

able. After torching at Mufcat, (locheen, and Mafulipatnam, on the 2 2d of April we
arrived in Ballalorc roads ; ajid on the 25th anchored off Calcutta after an abfcnce oi>

two years and two months. '

«-
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EXTRACTS
FROM

JF R S T E R' S TRAVELS,
CONCPRIUNO THE NORJ'HERN PARTS OF PERSIA •.

ON the 5th November 1783, in an open well-cultivated plain, fix furfungs, where,

halting for a tew liours, the kafiiah proceeded two and a half furfungs further, .to

Kandahar. This city, comprized within an ordinary fortification of about three miles

in circumference, and of a fquare form, is populous and flourifhing j and lying in the

great road which conncds India with Perfia and Tartary, has been long a dif-

tingui/hed mart.

At Kandahar arc eftabliflicd many Hindoo families, chiefly of Moultan and the Raje-

poot diflrifts, who, by their induftry and mercantile knowledge, have effentially aug-

mented its trade and wealth. The Turcoman merchants of Bochara and Samarcand

alfo frequent this mart, whence they tranfport into their own country a confiderable

quantity of indigo, with which commodity Kandahar is annually fupphed from various

parts of Upper India. This city is more abundantly fupplied with provifions, and at a

cheaper rate than any place I have feen on the weft fide of the Indus. The grapes and

melons of numerous kinds are peculiarly high flavoured, and are comparable with the

firft fruits of Europe. The extenfive range of (hops occupied by Hindoo traders,

with the eafe and contentment exprefled in their deportment, affords a fair teftimony of

their enjoying at Kandahar liberty and proteftion.

A fon cf 'rimur Shah governs the city, with a traft of dependent territory, which

produces, it is faid, a revenue of eighteen lacks C)f rupees ; and it may be jultly con-

cluded, from the appearance of all clafles of people, that this collection is made without

tiny extraordinary rigour. The environs of Kandahar occupy an extenfive plain, covered

with fruit gardens and cultivation, which are interfered with numerous ftrcams of fo

excellent a quality as to become proverbial ; and the climate is happily tempered, be-

tween the heats of India and the cold of Ghi/Jii.

It is generally fuppofed in Europe that Kandahar ftands in a country of mountains, and

we fpealc of the lofty pafTes of Kandahar, as a point not lefs clearly nfcertaincd than the

exiftence of the Alps. Permit me to redify this popular error, which, like many of a

fimilar texture, has .lade mountains of mole-hills, and acquaint you, that the face of

the country furrounding the new city of Kandahar forms an extenfive plain, which as

it approaches the fite of the old fortrefs, becomes intcrfperfed with hills ; but they

are of a moJera." height ; nor do they tbrm any barrier of difficult accefs, or deep

extent.

On Icavhig K -oul, Bagdafir, my Georgian hoft, had given me introductory letters to

two Turkifli rcfid^nts of Kandahar ; the oiie kept a fmall fliop in the bazar, the other,

* A Jounie)' Trom Bcnjal ro England, by George FoRSXkR, Vol II.
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Aga Ahmed, had a warehoufe of fome note in the karavanfera. This perfon received

me in a courteous manner, and though then in the charafter of a Chriftian, I did not

experience any of that haughtinefs of manner, with which Mahometans ufually regard

thofe of our faith. He even dircfted his countryman, the Ihopkeeper, to provide the

neceflaries for my journey, and to carefully guard againft any fraud.

The immediate departure of a kafilah, and the faft approach of winter, when the road

to Perfia is impaflable, determined me to proceed to Herat ; though I wi(hed much for

a few days' refidence at Kandahar. Aga Ahmed made an agreement with the kafilah

baifii * for my paffage, and alfo that I fliould be furniflied with an attendant : this bene-

volent Turk did not formally recommend me to the direftor's care, but enjoined him,

on the forfeiture of his favour, to fhew meapai-ricuiar kindnefs, which was only to bo

teftified by producing my written aifurance. Could I have found a fit aflbciate to divide

the cares of houfe-keeping, I would have remained at Kandahar during the winter, as

I ftill felt the effefts of the late ficknefs, and feared a relapfe from the fatigue of travel,

ling ; but ths predicament in which I ftood wholly precluded any doraeftic connexion

with the Mahometans ; and that of fome ftray Armenians, whom I found there, did not

feem eligible.

The road from Ghizni to Kandahar, according to my grofs obfervations, tends to the

fouth-weft
J
and the country has generally ?. brxren afpeft, with a fcanty fupply of wood

and wate'. . The buildings, from a fcarcity of timber, are conftrufted, as in the Kabul
diftrids, of fun-burnt bricks, and covered with a flat arched roof of the like materials.

On tho 8th of November left Kandahar, and proceeded to Koby, three furfungs, a
fniall village furrounded by a feriile plain. At the diflance of two or three miles to the

northward of Kandahar, is feen, on the left, the remains of the old fortification, (landing

on the fummit of a rocky hill of a moderate height, but abrupt elevation. The road
at this place tends over a ftony afcent of eafy accefs, fkirted on each fide with fcattered

hills and wide intervals of level land. It is the form of this part of Afghaniftan, which
has given rife, I apprehend, to the European belief of the mountains and palics of
Kandahar.

On the 9th, at Aufkuckana, three furfungs, a finall village on a thinly cultivated

plain. Our How progrefs was occafioned by the Kafilah balhi remaining at the city to

adjufl fome bufinefs j he had, however, wholly negleded mine, for not apei'fon, when
my feft was known, would even touch my garment.

My ill fortune on the fcore of an affbciate, which fcomed to purfuc me with an invetc.

rate rigour, had now given me, in the place of the fcolding nurfe and crjing child, a

theological and very clamorous difputanr. This bewildered man, unhappily for himfelf,

and for his neighbours, had conned over fome of thofe books of ingenious devices and
quaint fyllogifnis, which are held in high note among the modern Mahometans, and
have fixed among them a falfe diflorteil taflc. Even Hafis's poems, lb confpicuoully

replete with wit, and with incitements to mere mortal pleafures, arc torturcil by them
iii'o praifes of Mahoniet and his religion. This fanatical logicum was unknown to .he

other palFengers, but he loil no time in difplaying to them his flore of endowments
j

and feeing me a favourable fubjeft, he dii-eded his full force at my head.

I had engaged the f rvices of a travelling Arab taylor, and was anticipating the various

convenifices which they promifed, when he was driven from the profpccl of an e:iiy

livelihoo ! by the hreats of the logician, who denounced Mahomed's vengeance againll

him it he eat the bread of an infidel. The poor nun, hungry and almoll naked, ftarteJ

* Bafhi in the TorkiPk language Agnilics bead, and i* uflcn applied iit Ferfia tg the bead at a fuckiym party.
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ftt tho danger, and, fearful of incurrinir fo powerful a wrat'i, rcfigned his njw office,

and Went to live as it inij^bt pleale (iod. Thus had I the dreary profpcft of being

pcdered for the tcrin of twenty days, by this outrageous Mahometan, who, fo far from

being confcious of any mifchief, believed that he was performing an a£t of extenfive

merit.

On the evening of the loth, the kafilah moved, and arrived next morning at Howrah
Muddit Khan *, fix furfungs ; the country open, and the fvjil a mixture of light fand and

earth, producing generally that fpecies of weed which has been noted in the remarks

of the road from Kabul to Kandahar.

On the 13th, at KhackchaiPi>arah, fix furfu'.igs. No marks of habitation were [cen

during the journey of thcfe two lafl: days.

On the 14th, at Greilhk, feve;'. furfungs, a large walled village, on the fkirts of which

runs a [\v \\\ llrcam of good water ; halted two days at this place, where a toll is col-

lefted on merchandize and pailengers, and where a ftock of provifions was laid in, to

fupply our conliunpfion through a tract of defert country, extending from this ftation to

the wedward. My pcrfeculing neiglibour had already deprived me of two fervants,

vvhen, after much entreaty, mixed with a warm eulogium on his extenfive capacity, 1

prevailed on him to moderate his refentmejit againd me, and ceafc to anathematife thofe

who might in future be Induced, from their neceflily, to eat the bread of an infidel.

He had, by his rhetoric, precluded me even from the ufo of a barber ; one of whom
be ing obfervcd by him at the clofe of ai\ operation on my head, was reprobated for hid

impurity in virulent language, and compelled to cleanfe his razor by an ordeal procefs,

the exjK'Uce of which was defrayed by Chriltian money. On paying the charge, I ob-

fervcd to our logician, whom 1 now treated with little ceremony, that he fhould alfo

caufe the fliaver to purge the money by the like trial, that he might not be polluted by
the touch ; a precaution, 1 added, that would doubtlefs have been adopted, but for a
fear of half the amount being loll in the large alloy that debafes all Mahometan coins.

I was, he faid, an incorrigible Kaufir, whom ill-fortune had placed with him on the fame?

camel, and which he feared could never thrive under fuch a weight of fm.

The urgent calls of hunger now gave me a third llrvant, who was in his way from
Moultan, to make the pilgrimage of Mufchid f. Think how ardent mufl have been

the zeal which incited this pilgrim to fo diflant a journey, and fupported him againft the

inclemency of winter, and the inhofpitality of a rude people, with fcarcely a covering

to his back, no Ihoes to his feet, or an atom of money in his purfe. Though I gave him
fome warm clothing and fuhflantial food, he was not able to keep pace with our party.

His fuccellbr was a Kalhmirian, \^ho had a countenance as demure as that of Gil

Bias's Ambrofe Lamela ; and, to the extent of his ability, as great a rogue. To enhance

the value of his frvices, for which I was obliged to pay largely, he expatiated on the fin

he was about 10 commit, eating the fait of an infidel ; but I foon found there was no
reibivlion to his diet. Mult of the Afiatic nations have adixed to fait a certain facred

pn
I

erty, but it is held m ihc higheft degree of reverence by the Mahometans, who fpcak

of lalt as Europeans de )f bread. A iervr.nt is faid tu eat the lalt of his mailer ; and,

vthen guiky of ingratirnde, he is (liginatized with the name of a niinmock harani, or, a

polluter of his lalt ; which is, I beiie\c, the only term applied by Mahometan natior.s

to I'uch an offender.

• Howrth ?^g!iifips an arrificial fountii!;:, or R^i^-rioir cf water ; one of uliich iiad been conftru6l-.'il at

tins jlace by Muddit Klia;» tv>r tin- aci.>'iiiin:Hi;>'.n'ii l travtllerj.

f It isat ttusday then^AJitcd capiuluf Kburafuii.
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Here I am induced to notice the ominous qualities vulgarly afcribcd on fome occafiona

to fait in our own country ; as when it is accidentally fpilled, fome part is thrown over

the left (houldcr, that the fuppofed enfuing evil may be averted ; a ceremony I have

fcen even obfcrved by thofe who were far removed from the lower cla(ll-s of life. But
early impreflions are not cafily effaced, and they often impart to the ideas a lafling

colour ; efpecially among thofe who are fecluded from the more hacknicd paths of

the world.

On the 17th at Sliah Nadir, a ftation in the defert, feven furfungs. This refervoir,

built by Nadir vShah, is a fquare of about twenty feet, over which is ereded on pillars

a terrace, which extending beyond the margin of the water, affords a convenient lodg-

ing to travellers.

On the i8tl'. d' Shorab*> five furfungs ; fome fpots of cultivation were fcattercd around
this ffation, but no village in fight.

On the 19th at I.ungerah, a place of halt, in a defert country, where we found only

one weak fpring of water, which was quickly confumed.

On the 20th at Dilaram, fix furfungs, a fort in ruins, which is fkirted by a rivulet,

on whofc margin arc feen fome fcattering trees } a rare fight in this land ! but the adja-

cent country is barren ;md uninhabited.

On the 2ift at Buckwau, fcvcn furfungs, a ftation in the defert.

On the 2 2d at Drauve in the defert, fix furfungs. This day the fun fliot fort': j's

rays with great force, and the ground which we occupied being a bare fand, rclletled

an intenfe heat. Whilft I was panting under a very flimfy covering, I obferved that my
neighbour, a Turkoman Seid, who had no Ihelter, was ftruck by the fun, and lay ft nig-

gling in a violent agony.

The Mahometans thought him poffeffed with the devil, and inftead of affording any
proper aid, began an extraordinary convcrfation with the fuppofed fiend ; efpecially my
learned affociate ; who, in a poromptory manner, ordered the devil to depart out of the

body of a true believer, and a branch of the holy flock ; but, feeing that the command
had no effeft, though conveyed in Arabic and a vehement tone of voice, I requefted to

interfere ; and lifting the incumbent from the ground, threw fome water on his face,

and forcibly poured a quantity down his throat. The Seid foon felt the natural benefit

of this adminiftration ; but the violence of the (hock created a temporary llupefadion,

during which he uttered fo incoherent a language that it confirmed the opinion that a

demon was fpeaking, and not the Tartar.

Our logician addreffed the infernal perHmage in a very fpirited harangue, feverely

reprehending his entrance into the body of one of the prophet's defcendants, and chal-

lenging him, that the cloven foot might confpicuoufly appear, to repeat the Mahometan
creed. To this teft the ftiattered ftate of the Seid's fenfes were not yet equal ; nor was
it until he had fmokcd his pipe, that he diftindly, and with furrounding applaufe, pro-

nounced his creed and ftiook off all diabolical connexion.

On the 33d at Ghurmow, in the defert, five furfungs. This evening my perfecuting

companion left our party, and proceeded with fome Ilindoo traders to Fera, an Afghan
town of fome note, lying about forty or fifty miles to the fouth-weft of Drauze. But my
joy at this riddance, like moft joys of fublunary texture, was of (hort duration ; for the

vacant place fell to the lot of a much more obnoxious affociate.

I begin now to be afhamcd at having impofed upon you fo large a portion of private

flory
;

yet, without it, I perceive my fubjeft would be as barren as the land I travel

* Signifying fait, or brackiHi water ; but at this ftation tke water was fitfb,

13 «vcr,
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tvcr, which exhibits to the fatigued Rye one vaft fterile plain, without rivers, wood, or

fcarcely a place of human habitation. Though perfonal recitals are ufually fufpcfteU

of vanity, and even in their bed fenfe partake more of the amazing than the indruftivc

qualities, you may perhaps gather from my anecdotes, fome fubfidiary knowledge of the

human charafter ; an important fubjett, and not lefs various than the human face. My
next affociate was the Arab taylor, already mentioned, who fucceeded to the vacant

pannier by the afliftanco of one of his countrymen in our party, a trader of fome note.

A converfation held when I was thought afleep, fome nights berbre, between the logician

and the taylor ; in which the latter was ftrenuoufly exhorted to rob me, boded no good
from the change j and this counfel was ftrengthened by a doftrine very prevalent

among the lower clafles of Mahometans, thati it is meritorious and laudable to attack

the property of an infidel. Nor was the advice loft on the taylor, who promifed an

adlive diligence in performing the required fervice. Combining, therefore, the intereft

of \*^e wo*-' ' with that of his religion, he commenced a brilk attack on my chattels ; but

which, at li at time, my vigilance preferved. His fubfequcnt attemptti, however, were

more fuccefsful, as were feen in the diminution of my apparel. This freebooting fyftem

of the taylor's kept me in conftant alarm, and difplayed every day, in ftrong colours, the

ill », afequences of my Chriftian garb.

On t'ne 24th at Ghiraunee, fix furl'ungs. A populous walled village, fituate near a

fmall n ining water. Halted there the next day to make the payment of a toll, and pur-

chafe provifions for a three days' journey over a defert, which. reaches from this place

to the confines of Khorafan. My Kafliniirian fervant was wholly diverted of religious

fervour, or a religious cloak. For he ntiilior prayed nor wafhed ; but, was much ad-

diiStcd to theft ; and while the taylor purloined my cloaths, he was occupied in ftealing

my victuals. Yet this propenfity was, in fome degree, compcnfated by his fervices,

which found adive employment in bringing water and fuel, baking cakes, and boiling

my coffee.

Ou thp 27th at Khoos, in the defert, five furfungs. The taylor's payments for con-

veyance not being regularly made, the feat was again put up to fale, when it was pur-

chafed by an Hindoftany Mahometan, who had left his wife and familyat Ju»inpour, in

the diftrift of Benares, and was thus far advanced on a pilgrimage to Mufchid. From
the mouf'i of this devotee, who had formerly been a marauding foldier, there iffued

an almo ' ivicffant ejaculation of prayer. In truth it may be faid, that he overflowed

in holy v u' • for he prayed and cried in a fucceflive rotation. What an extraordinary

charade/ would this be thought in a country where its inhabitants, though {hunning

no peril or fatigue in the purfuit of wealth and pleafure, will fcarcely crofs a ftrcet

to look into a church. The various precepts of education and religion, eftablifh_d in

the world, but cfpecially, the different orders of government, produce fo rtrong a

diffmiil.irity in the manners of men, that in inveftigatiug . jfe of the moft oppofite

tendency ,
they would feem to arife from beings of a diftindt fpecies.

On the 28tb at Gimmuch, feven furfungs, a ftation in the defert.

On thi "gth at Ouckal, a large walled village, ftanding within the limit of the

province of Khorafan, and inhabited wholly by Perfians. It is proper here to obferve,

that the natives of Perfia proper, particularly the foldiery, are often termed at home,
as in foreign countries, Kuzzel Bach ; a Turkifli compound, fignifying, 1 am
informed, .d head, and originally from the Perfian cap being covered at the top

with red cloth.

On the 30th a halt.

On the 31ft at Shccrbuchfti, a defert ftation, fix furfungs,
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nail village, on the

l-

On the iflof Novcinbcr, ;it Zoarut Ghah, fovt-n furfuiigs.

fkirts of which ;'.rc lifii the remains of Ibmo tombs or rt;Iij:;iou:> uiiccs.

On thc! 2d, at the city of Herat, throe furfiinfis. The road from Kandahar to

Gm . :!> Ladj i > the well, or weft by tioriii ; from thence to Her;u, it has, 1 apprc-

hiiivl, nearly a northern courfe, yet I cannot account for the fudden deviation of ihe

tra< k. The country is generally open, pi. ' vnterfperfed with banvn rocky hills of a

moderate hei^jlit. The foil is light and fuJ;, producing naturally little elfe than thc

aromatic weed Ivforc noieil.

Thc city of Herat flands on a fpacioiis p!;i'n, which is interfecled with many fprings

of running water, n^ne of which are iopplied wiih l)ridi;es ; and the I'uin "ous villages,

furrounded wiili plantations, nuill afl'ord a plealant view to thc traveller, whole eye has

been wearietl with tin; de'erts of Afghaniflan.

The diredor of the kafilah carried us to the karavanfera, where pad'engers only are

lodged ; the other jilaces uf this delcription being ail occupied hy relideiit traders. In

the fquare of the karavanfera I perceiveil an Armenian, wfioni 1 informed, with little

ceremony, left he fljouKl hear a lofs favourable ftory, that I was an European, return-

ing from India info my own country : but, lur greater perfonal fecurity, I had adumcd
the name of an Armenian. And to quiet any fufpieion of the truth of my relation, I

produced a letter, which the Cieorgian, Bagdalir, had wiitten in my favour to an Arme-
nian, who lived in a village about forty miles from Herat. IMy addrefs was doled by
obferving, that though not in want of money, I ftood in great need of his friendly nftices,

;is he muft be well aware of the various dilHculties alfecting tliofe of our fed, efpecially

when alone, among fo bigotted a people as thofi- of Khorafan. The Armenian heard

the little oration, which all my powers of fpeecli had pointed at him, with a refolute

coolnefs, and perceiving, 1 fuppofe, that my acquaintance would yieUI no profit, he
turned from me and went away, without even exprelling the common terms of civility.

The frequent occafions which liave occurred to me of noticing the Armenian character,

foon cooled my refentment, and enabled me to reconcile the wearinefs and apathy of

'.hi;'' man, with the common principles which govern !iis fed.

;'he prefent race of Armenians, like the Jews, are, with little exception, occupied ia

commerce, chiefly in its fmallcft branches, and having long loft with their country the

li rit of patriotifm, diveftedalfo of any valuable attainments (A knowledge, they exhibit

but a faint difcrimination of charader j being generally induftrious, iervile, and dif-

honeft ; they are fcattered over various parts of 'lurkcy, Perfia, and, India, where,

cxcpt in the Englilh colonies, they live on a precarious futferance, being often, on
trivial pretences, infulted, oppreiTed, and plundered. To p.diate the evils inherent to

their fituation, and create a iuhllitute for powers, honours, and national importance,

they purine the ditFerent roads of iraftic with unremitting ardour, and invariably meafurc

their pkafures by the mere extent of their wealth. Little fulceptible of friendfhip,

they are rarely induced to afford, even among themfelves, mutuiil afllftance, or dif-

pofed to promote ihe enjoyment of focii ty : the Armenians at this day are divided into

tw o general clalfcs ; thc one, the moll numerous, eftablilhed in the Turkifli dominions

;

the other in Perfia.

Thc city of Jolfa, cont'-^uousto Ifpahan, was exprefsly founded for the accommodation

of the Armenians, by Shah Abbas, who, aware of thc benefits that would accrue to his

kingdoni from a commercial and temperate people, gave them an ample protedion,

and many indulgencies. He permitted them, it is laid, to accompany their adventures

to foreign countries, dnd advanced a capital to thole not already opulent, but he always

dctk their Imuillcs at Jolf;i in pledge of good condud. Thc Indian ^irmcnians of the

iQ Jolfa

U'
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Jolfa colony, and from an aftual aTiJence in that ci.y, or fprunj^ from families origi-

nally IVttk'd tliL're, arc all cnuvcrfant in thi.- Pcrfian lanpu;i)^e. The vicinity of the F'or-

fian gulf, wliich has loiij; maintained an import.i iiade with India, naturally allun d

the Amicnians to a region, which at once held out to 'vni the hope of Ipwdy opulence,

and the advantiu^es of a temperate government. No; did they ever think of returning

into IVrfia ; but li ving amallcd a fuflicieut wealth, piuchafctl the rcleafe of their families

on the payment oi ,.11 .; funis.

From 'he defcriptioii given of tlic Arn\enian charadber, which I am not confcious

of having in the leai'^ overcharged, you will not be ' irprized at the mode in which I

V received by my brother Chridian at Herat. But i now determined to Hide into the

Mahc'^ietP' 'mmuniiy, on the (irlt fair occaTion : feeing, th' -nhout adding one

beneiit,
'

- " t" become a martyr to our faith. In all p:^.!.. / \c city whi. ' I

frequent J, >own only as a Mah(.inetan, except in th' .!.•'..;; ;ra, where 1

pcrieu' ^ng infult and deriiion ; for the Perfiansi irttC • greater fcruple iii

commuii h thole of a diflerent 1 ligion, than any other fech of ^hlhome^. ns.

1 was not V. irted to draw water out of u common wlII, but ordered to place

mv veUi'l on i^ und, which was tilled by a perfon hired for the purpufe, from a

height and not touched. When I h;ive been waiting for this fupply, the town boys,

y/ho in their round of diverfion would occafionally take our karavanfera in tluir way,

learning that I was an impure perfon, vi'ed to form a circle round me, and defired to

have the unclean part fhcwn to them, ..lul feemed much difappiiinted on being told

that 1 was unclean all over. IVIy jom-hey hitherto, if not productive of other advaiUage,

has correfted my former belief of Mahometan politcnefs and fuavity of manners, and

alio I trult, qualified that iufolcnce of carriage, which I have too frequently evinced to

tlie inhabitants of our eaitern territories.

Could one of our Indian grandees in the fulncfs of his power, feated in a palankeen,

perhaps on an'tlephant, lurrounded with thole bands ot ftickmen anil pikemen, who dif-

pcrfe every man and bcall that dares to crofs his way : could this perfonage be tran-

fported on the fudden to Herat, how fpeedily wonlil he be diverted of his plumes, and

reduced to his fimpic value. Whenever I quitted the purlieus of my lodging, I became

a grave hyprocritical MuiTulman, with the enjoyment of all his privileges ; anil the city

containing a various defcription of people, there was little apprehenfion of a difcovery.

I daily frequented the eating-houfes, where all the talk of the day is circulated, and.

chiefly fabricated, in conjunction with the barber's Ihop, which in llerat has a neat ap-

pearance. In the centre of it Hands a fmall (lone pillar, on the top of which is placed

a cup of water, in readinefs for operation, and the fides of the fliop are decorated with

looking-glaflfes, razors, and beard combs. Home having no pleafures for me, I was

glad to fee them abroad ; nor did I fail in procuring equal amufement and information.

Neither Afghaniltan or the northern provinces of Perfia, permit the refidence of

courtezans, or any women that dance or fmg for the public entertainment. The north-

ern Perfians aifect to cxprefs an abhorrence of the Indian Mahometans, whom they

reprobate for a general depra\ ity of manners, and a ncgled of religious duties : yet this

temperate and demure people are much defamed, if, under their myfterious carriagj of

body, they do not pradtife in their diifcrent vocations every fpecies of deceit and knavery.

In India, it is a well known fa£t, that the Moguls, a denomhiation given there to all

foreign Mahometans, throw oft'their northcrncloak, and becoming notorious debauchees,

laugh to fcorn the precepts of their doctors.

Herat is a fmaller city than Kanilahar, but maintains a refpectable trade ; and the

market-place, occupying a long ftrcet, covered with an arched roof, is filled with Jhop

-
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of various wares. Bread, rice, and ileOi-meats, with numerous fruits and vegetables,

are equally cheap and abundant ; and the grand market, held once a week, is fo

crowded with the produce of the neighbouring villages, that a palTage through it is

difficult and fatiguing. Coarfe woollens of a itrong texture are manufadured in the

adjacent diftrids, a great part of which, made into garments, are exported into various

parts of northern Perfia ; furtouts of flieepddn, with the wool in the infide, are feen

hanging almoft at every Ihop, and are ufed by all claifes of people in the winter feafon.

A fmalT quantity of European commodities is brought to this city firom the gulf of Per-
fia, confiding of French broad cloths, cutlery, fmall looking-glaiTes, and prints ; but
their low prices Ihew that their demand is very limited. The police of Herat is judici-

oufly regulated, and the adminiftration of Juftice vigorous. Two men, apparently

above the ordinary clafs, having been conviaed of theft, were fufpended by the heels

from a dome, which ftands in the centre of the mark ot, where they remained near an
hour, to the terror of a gazing populace ; having witnelTed a part of this exhibition, I

returned to my lodging with the interefted belief that my property, which was all in

fpecie, concealed about my perfon, had derived from it additional fecurity.

On exchanging fome gold at this place, I found the rate more favourable than at

Kandahar or Kabul }
yet ftiil one in fixtcen lefs than the Indian value. Though I was

unremittingly cautious in concealmg my money, knowing that difcovery would bring an
hoft of enemies on my head, one of my travelling acquaintances fuddenly opened the
door of my apartment at Herat, a very unufual praftice among Afiatics, and found me
examining the ftate of my finances. At the figHt of the gold fpread on the Hoor, he*

was flruck with furprize, and exprelTed an eager curiofity to know the occupation that

had procured me fo much wealth. But either my fpeedy departure from Herat, or a
more than ordinary honefty in the Perfian, prevented the ill confequence which I had
apprehended from the imprompt vifit.

Khorafan *, the mod eatlern, the largeft, as well as the mofl; important province of
Perfia, participated the various and fevere revolutions which affefted the ftate of the
kingdom, from the diflblution of the Grecian dynafty, until the end of the ninth century,

when it was involved in the Tartar dominion of the Sammani race ; and in the begin-
ning of the fixteenth century, after having experienced a fucceffion of Tartar and
Arabian rulers, it was annexed to Perfia, by Ifmael, firnamed Sofi, from whom the
appellation of Sofi has been given in Europe to the Perfian kings.

Herat had continued the principal city of Khorafan until the fucceffion of Ifmael,

who beftowed the pre-eminence on Mufchid, from its containing the tomb of Moozau
Reza, his fuppofed anceflor, and one of the twelve grand Imaums or priefts of the Per-
fians. Since Mufchid became, the capital of Khorafan, it has been enriched by large

donations of the Mahometans of the fed of Ali, generally known by the name of
Schiahs. Even Nadir Shah, the leaft difpofed of the Perfian kings to ecclefiaftical en-

dowments, ornamented a mofque, which had been built over the tombof Moozau Reza,
with a maffy cabinet of filver, and a fpacious lamp of the fame metal.

The religion of the Koran had exifted throughout the vaft Mahometan empire for

the fpace of nine hundred years without any eflential change, when it experienced a
fevere blow from the intrepidity of Ifmael, and rapid fuccefs of his arms. In the courfe

of the firft periods of Mahometanifm, four Arabian doftors, Malek, Ambel, Hanncifa,
and ShafTee, made commentaries on the original . text, which were adopted by feds,

now feverally diftinguifhed by the names of conmientators. But thefe explanations do

KJior, in the anciest Pcrfic, it is laid, fignifiei the laft.— Sir William Jonet.

ftot
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not appear to have militated with much force againft the firH: fyftcm, or created any

violent feuds among the different feilaries.
, ;^

As the grand innovation of the Mahometan religion was effefted in Perfia, and

chiefly exifts in that region, I am induced to make a brief chronological review of fome

of its more important epochs, previoufly to this event. It is feen that the Tartar Ar-

faces, having expelled theprinces who fucceeded to the conqueft of Alexander, eftablilhed

a dynally, which flouriflied for the fpace of four hundred and fifty years, and which, in

the two hundred and twenty-fixth year of the Chriftian asra, was extinguifhed in the

perfon of Artabanes, by Ardefliere *, the Artaxerxes of the Gredcs, faid to have been

defcended from the ancient race of Perfian kings.

Should it be found, which I am induced to believe, that the Perfians and the Par-

thians are a diftinfl: people, it is not improbale that the nations which ancient hiftory

denominates Parthians, were compofed of the Tartars of the Arfacian dynafty, whick

held a long poffeffion of Perfia, and maintained fuch fierce conflifts with the Roman
empire.- The dexterity of the archers, which conftituted the ftrength of the Parthian

cavalry, and an excurfive rapid manner of fighting, which was reprefented as moft for-

midable when they appeared to fly from battle, correfponds clofely with the military

practice of the modern Tartars, in contradlftinflion to the other nations of north-

ern Afia.

The Arabians carried their conquefl;s and their religion into Perfia, in fix hundred

and fifty-one of our aera, from which time it remained uibjeft to the khaliphat, until tne

middle of the eleventh century, when it was overrun and fubdued by Jogrul Beg, a
Turkoman prince ofthe Seljukian t race. The fucceflbrs of Jogrul continued to govern

certain quarters of Perfiain the year 1 1 87,when thelaft prince ot that race was conquered

by Amadek Dinar, who, in his turn, fell under the power of Jakaih, the Turkomau
prince of Kharafm : but, in 1 2 1 8 of our aera, the Kharafmian empire, the Arabian

khalipat, with the grandeft portion of the eaftern world, were fwallowed up in the

power cf Jenjis Khan, whole pofterity held poffeffion of Perfia for the fpace of one

hundred and feventy-four years, though ultimately rent into fmall principalities by a

feries of inteftine wars. It became, after that period, an appendage to the dominion of

Timur, and appears to have acknowledged, in feparate governments, a general depen-

dance on certain branches of his family, until the year 1499, when Ifinael SoU. taking

up arms againft the Tartar princes, rofe by a quick fucceflion of victory, and affumed

the undivided throne of Perfia.

It is feen in Knolles's very eftimable Hiftory of the Turks, that Ifmael was the fon

of Hyder, fumamed from the place of his birth, or the refidence of his youth, Ardebil,

and that he was honourably defcended. Retiring from the occupations of the world,

Hyder fixed his abode in the city of Tauris, where he paffed an auftere contemplative

life, and w?>s held by the inhabitants of that quarter in great veneration. The fame of

his charafter foon procured him the name of a prophet, and caufed multitudes of people

to refort to him from all parts of Perfia and Armenia. The more to feduce the mul-

titude, ever delighted with novelty, he began to inveigh againfl the doctrine of the Ma-
hometans, which enjoins a facred remembrance of the three \ firft fuccelfors of their

prophet, and to revive the opinions of a certain preceding dervilh, named Guini, who
was known alfobythedefignation of Sofi. He afferted,as if infpiredfrom above^that none

* The fucceflbrs of this prince were denominated Saflanides, from Saffan, tlic father of Ardefliere,

f So named from Seliuk, his grandfire, who occupied a private (lation in the vicinity of Samarkand,

where he held large landed poflcffions. t Abubuckcr, Omar, and Ofiuati.

ihould
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fliould enter the kingdom of Ht aven but thofe of the feft of Ali, who was the genuine
heir ;mci nfiociate of Mahomet ; and ordained, that the memory of Abubucker, Omar,
and Ofman, fhoiild be held accurfod. The King of Perfia, whom Knoiles calls Aflym-
beius VWv.x Cafl'anos * to ftrcngthen his government and acquire popularity, invited

Hyder to court, and gave hiiu liis daughter in marriage, from which I'prung Ifmacl.

Being now brought forward on a more confpicuous theatre, Hyder grev/ into the gene-

ral eilimation of the people, wlilch alarming the fears of Jacoob, the ion of Ilulfan, who
had fucceeded to the kingdom, he fecrctly put him to death.

Ifmael, flying from the power of Jacoob, took refuge with the chief of a fmall terri.

tory on the louthern borders of the Cafpian Sea, named Pyrchales i. Some of the

friends of Hyder retired at the fame time into Leflcr Armenia, then fubjeft to the Turks,
where lliey promulgated their dodrine with fuccefs. Their difciples were diflinguiflied

by a red band lied over the turban, whence it is faid they firlt obtained the appellation

otKuffel liafl), which in theTurkKh language, as has been already noticed, fignifies red

head. Ifmael, during hi'^ retirement, advanced, with zeal, the tenets of his father ; and,

being by nature confpicuoufly eloquent, of a penetrating genius and aultcre life, of a

comely perfon and invincible courage, was, by the vulgar, counted more than human.
The nobles of the neighbouring country, allured by the endov.'uients of Ifmael, and the

ipecious novelty of his doctrine, reforted to his place of abode with olfers of I'upport

;

and, though feeming to Ihun them, he was inverted with authority, honours, and
wealth. In token of his rare qualifications, and a belief in his power of prophccv,

Ifmael received the title of Sofi, " which," fays KnoUes, " fignifieth, among thefe

people, a wife man, or the interpreter of the gods |."

The death of Jacoob, which muft have happened at an early period of his reign, and
the tumults that enlued in Perfia, then ufurpcd by one I'dvan Beg, who was alfo engaged
in a wariare with his broth.er, named Morad, encouraged Ifmael to urge his fortune

on fo promifing a field. ()l)taining fomc military aid from Pyrachales, his firrt. protec-

tor, he penetrated into Armenia, where he recovered the patrimony of his family, and
Was cordially received by thoie who had favoured his father. Purfuing his fuccefs, he

penetrated into Shirvan, he took and facked Shah Machee, the capital of the province,

by the plunder of which he largely increafed the numbers and hope-^ of his army.

Elvan lieg had now expelled Morad, and wasbuficd in puniHiijig fome e principal

citizens of I'auris, the capital of the kingdom, lor having taken up ai . a favour of

his brother, when Ifmael fuddenly approaching the city, took it without oppofition.

Elvan, deprived of other fupport, formed an alliance with his brother, but in his progrcfs

to form a jundion with the army of Morad, he was vigoroufly attacked by Ifmael, and

flain in battle ; the conqueror marched without delay againrt; Morad, who was encamped

* It is foriouDv a-grcttcd that tlie Givok ami Roman writors, as al'o inaiiy of tlic moderns, have not

dflivercd to us ttu' litiial names of men and placefi, which occur in their hillory of foreifjn nations. This

want of accuracy, or rather the inijiiilfe of an aUfurd vanity, has involved tlie European liiilorics of Afia in

n maze of ohfcurity ; thofe, efpecially, which reprefeiitL-d the feries of warfare maintained againrt Perfia l)y

the llates of Greece, and ultimately the con(iu''il of tiiat empire by AlrxnncU-r of Mae(don. The name

iriven by Knoiles to the IVrfian king, t.iki.n from fomc Latin records, is evidently a n.ifnomer, as no fuch

drnominalion is now in nfe among tlie Mahometans, and we know that no change has affefted their n.Tne,

Jince the fuft eilablifhment of the khaliphat. His regal ti'.le, being a 'I'artar, might have been ^V/im Beg,

fignifying a great lord or prince ; and his domellic ai)pe]|ation, Hulfan CafTmi.

f So ixprcifed by Knoiles.

j; 'I'his word, 1 apnrcliend, is purely of Greek origin } tlie Mahometans had, at this period, been long

converfant in Greek letters,

at
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at Babylon, and compelled him to fly into the Arabian defert • : he rofe without a com-
petitor to the throne of Perfia f.

Ifniael is perhaps the firft prince who at once conquered a fpacious kingdom and the

religious picjudiccs of its people. Nor does it appear that any of thofe violent com-
niotions were excited, which ufually mark the progrefs of ecclefiaftical reformation.

The fyllem of Hyder and Ifmael was founded on the pofition, that Mahomet had given

his daughter Faliniu to All, as a mark of the greateft aftedion, and bequeathed to him
the fuccefTion of the khaliphat. But, that in defiance of this facred teilament, Abu-
buckcr, one of the afl'ociated friends of Mahomet, fetting afide the claims of AH, had
afl'uincd the powers of government, which at his death, were alfo forcibly held in a

coiifequont adminiflration by Ofiuar and Oiinan. But, that the injuries of Ali, having
ultimately roufed the divine interpofition, he became the ruler of the t MulTulmans.

This dortrine being unaninioufly received, Ifmael ordained, that as the three firft kha-

liphs were ufurpers and facrilegious violaters of the laft mandate of their prophet, their

memory fiiould, at the five dated times of prayer, be reprobated with everf expreflion

of contumely, and the feverell vengeance of God denounced againft them. He alfo

inferted, at the conclufion of the Mahometan creed, that Ali is the friend or the beloved

of God, and dire»Sted that he and his pofterity (hould be diftinguifhed by the appellation

of iniaums, or holy men |). In contradiftinftion to the Soonis, who in their prayers croii

the hands on the lower part of the breaft, the Schiahs drop their arms in ftraight

lines ; and as the Soonis, at certain periods of the prayer, prefs their forehead

on the ground or a carpet, the (eclaries of Ali lay on the fpot which the head reaches,

a fmall tile of white clay, impreifed with charaders facred to the memory pf Ali.

Some claflcs of the Schiahs believe that Ali was an incarnation of the deity, who per-

ceiving, they fay, the miflion which had been delegated on Mahomet to be incomplete,

aflumed the perfon of this khaliph, for the purpofe of fixing the Moflem faith andpower
on a firmer bafis. 'l"he Schiahs have imbibed ftrong religious prejudices, are more
inflamed with the zeal of devotion, and confequently lefs tolerant to the other fects

than the Soonis. In Perfia they do not permit a Sooni to eat at their board, and in

connnon language, without provocation or heat of temper, they call him an infidel.

But in what light, dear fir, will you view a numerous and civilized people, who have

produced writings that would exalt the name of the moft poliftied nations, yet in folemn

deliberate expreilion, imprecate God's wrath five times a djiy, on the fouls and afhes of

three men who never did them an injury, and who, in their day, advanced the empire

of Mahomet to a high pitch of glory and power. Not appeafed with uttering the

keeneft reprmiches againft the memory of thefe khaliphs, they pour a torrent of abufe

on ever)' branch of their families, male and female, lower even than the feventh gene-

• Where he was cut off by domeftic treachery.

I Itir.iK'l's acotfriDii haiipcncd about the year 1508.

j 111 conimcnjoratioii of tlic four firft fucceflfors of Mahomet, who were alfo his confidential affociatcs

".'i;i b;- their oiitliiiriaftic courage, had been his grand inftruments in aggrandi/iag the khaliphat, the general

liody of Mahometans, except the Perfians, are often termed Char Yaree, or thofe of the four friends. They
aiv hkewife called Soonis, an Arabic word, figuifying the followers.of the right path.

II
The real luinibor coiifilU of eleven perfons, to which a twelfth, fuppofed yet to come, has been added ;

f heir names are Ali, Huiiln aiidHuifeyn, his fons, Zyne-ul-Abedein, Mahomet Baukur, Jaffier Sadue, Moufa
Ka/im, Ali Moiifa Befa, Mahomet Tnckee, Ali Nughee, Huflin Anfcany and Mahomet Mhedy. The
titles bellowed nlually on Ali are, Amecr-nl-Momenein, Mortir Ali and Hyder. This laft denomination,

I'igiiifyiiig a lion, is particularly given to Ali, when his military exploits are rehearfed. But when the pro-

fouiulefl relpeiH isexpreded for iiis memory, he is eniitlcd Amecr-ul-Momeucin, or lord ofthe faithful.

'f'!i!i
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ration. I have I'ecn. their imagination tortured with inventing terms of reproach on thefe

men and their pofterity, and coiiiniit vt.Tbally every aft of" lewdaefs with their wives,

daughters, and llie progeny down to the prelent day. The Soonis, though aware of

this unvaried ceremony of execrating iho memory of men, whom they have been long

taught to hold in reverence, and that they themfelves are ftigmatized as infidels, do

not even, when fully empowered, intem{>erately refent this perfecuting fpirit of the

Perfians.

In the divifion of Khorafan, fubjed to the Afghan empire, the Perfians enjoy a fair

portion of civil and religious liberty, and are rarely treated with infults.

In noticing the more liberal opinions of the Soonis, in the pradtice of their religion,

I am brought to the recolledion of an occurrence, which places this fa£t in a confpicuous

point of view.

An Armenian merchant from Ifpahan, accompanying an adventure of fome value,

came to the karavanfera, in Kabul, where I lodged ; and though five of his countrymen

were on the fpot, the other refidents being Jews, Mahometans, and Hindoos, not one

of them advanced to give him welcome, or an offer of afliftance j and to augment his.

embarraffment, all the apartments of the feraucc were occupied. In this predicament

flood the Armenian, and he muft have lain in the llreet, had not a Turk invited this

forlorn Chriftian into his own apartment ; and he fed him alio at his own board. One of

the Armenian tribe, after fome days, taking Ihame perhaps from the Mahometan exam*

pie, or expefting fome advantage from the cargo of his countryman, tendered him a

part of his habitation, which theitranger at firft refufed ; nor did he accept the invitation^

until ferioufly admonilhed of the crime of forming fo clofe a connexion with ai>

infidel.

It is now time to revert to my own ftory, and inform you, that It had been my firft

intention to have proceeded from Herat to Relhd, the principal town of the Ghilan

province, which lies a few miles inland from Inzellee, a Ruffian fadory, on the bor-

der of the Cafpian Sea. It is a computed journey of feventy ilays, of about twenty

miles each, from this city to Refhd *, but the road which leads through the leffer

Irak t, has a deviating courfe from the direft line.

Being informed by the Armenians of Herat, that Ruffian vcffeh navigate along the

coaft of Mazanderan, to which a ftraight track lay from hence, though not much fre-

quented, from being fubjed to the depredation of the Turcoman Tartars, I \vas refolved

to purfue this route, at once direct and wholly unknown to European travellers.

A kafilah being about to proceed to rurfliifli, a town lying in the diredion of Ma-
zanderan, 1 made an agreement with the direftor for a conveyance ; but with a con-

fidential ftipulation, that I was to be received in a Mahometan charafter ; and the

better to guard againft a difcovcry of my perfon, 1 took the name of an Arab, a people

little known in this part of IVrfia, and the knowledge of whofe language is confined

only to fome of the mod learned priclts.

Some days before my departure from Herat, an Afghan Scid came into my apart-

ment, and perceiving in the courfe of converfatio i that I was a Chriftian, he exclaimed,

with fenfible emotions of joy, that he had now obtained a favourable opportunity of

• From Herat to the town of Jubbus, a route of fifteen d;'.ys j thence to Yerd twenty-five ; and to

Caftian ten ; and a fifteen days' journey to Reflid.

f There arc two nroviiicobof Irak, the lefler and the greater ; the latter, termed Irak Azeem, of which

Pagdat it the capital, chiefly depends on Turkifti and Arabian emiri,

revenging
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revenging the greivous injuries fuflained by many of his holy anceftors at the hands of

infidels, and that unlefs I paid a fine of five hundred rupees •, I inuft repeat the creed

of Mahomet, and be circumcifed. Pretending an ignorance of the purpofe of this de-

mand, I carried the feid, with a mifchievous intention I confefs, to the next quarter,

where the Armenian corps, four in number, were then aflembled, and requefted the

principal of them, who fpoke thePerfian language with fluency, to explain the fubftance

of the feid's demand ; and this was precifely the point to which I wanted to reduce the

quedion. When the hungry Afghan perceived, that inftcad of one Chriftian he had
found five, his exultation had no bounds. He fwore by his beard, that we fliould all ,

incur the fine or circumcifion. Oh ! what a glorious fight, cried he, will be difplayed

to our prophet, when thefe hardened infidels, renouncing their herefy and impurities,

fhall become a portion of the faithful : what a triumph to our holy religion ! The ex-

pedient which I had adopted, though not a fair, was for me a fortunate one ; as the

controverfy, which became ferious, was now more equal. The feid called loudly on the

Mahometans in the name of the prophet, to aflift in compelling the enemies of his

religion either to embrace it, or by adniiniftrating to the wants of his defcendants, con-

tribute to its fupport ; the Perfian refidents of the karavanfera endeavoured to aflnage

the Afghan's intemperance ; but thc-y qui(ikly withdrew all interpofition, on being told

that the toleration of their doftrine was a greater indulgence than the maintenance of

their execrable tpnets deferved. The feid experiencing, however, more obftinate

refinance from the Chriftians tlian he had expedted, it was evidently feen, that however
ardent might have been his zeal for the advancement of religion, he was not the lefs

miodful of his temporal welfare ; and permitting himfclf, after difplaying great powei's

in this holy war, to be foothed by the fuppliant infidels, he withdrew his threats for a

trifling fum of money, far difproportionod to the firft demand. And here I muft ob-

ierve, that when I faw the refolute and judicious manner in which the principal Arme-
nian conduced his (hare of the conflict, I Mt a compuniStion for having involved him
in fo ferious an embarraflincnt.

At Herat I found, in two karavanferas, about one hundred Hindoo merchants, chiefly

natives of Moultan, who by the maintenance of a brifk commerce, and extending a long

chain of credit, have become valuable fubjeds to the government ; but difcouraged by
the infolent and often oppreilive treatment of the Perlians, they are rarely induced to

bring their women into this<:ounti7. When the Hindoos crofs the Attock, they ufually

j)ut on the drefe of a northern iVfiatic : being feldom feen without a long cloth coat and
a high cap. Some Jewifli traders refide aUb at Herat, where they are accufed of prao-

tifing all that fyftem of chicane, to which their tribe is fo notoriously addicted in the

weftem world. Being habituated to the manners of Upper Afia, and converfant iu

snoft of its languages, the Jews and Armenians mix with little perfonal inconveniency

in Mahometan focieties.

The leading cuftoms of the varioGs nations of Afia are fimilar, or but weakly diverfi-

ficd. When they fit, the legs are croflTed, or bent under them ; they perform topical

ablutions before and after meals, at which no knife or fpoon is ufed, unlefs the diet be

wholly liquid. They invariably adopt the like modes of performing natural evacuations,

. And all the hair of the body is fliaved, except that of the beard ^ yet this laft uliige is

more peculiar to Upper Afia, where, likewife, all degrees of people cover the head,

• Such pecuniary affi-fTment is termed Jayzeah, and is occafionally Icriod in Ivlahohietau countries, on

tbofc who do not profefs the faith of Mahomet,

p p 2 affixing
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anixinp the idi-a of indecency lo its being barn ; and they never enter an apartment

covered with a carpet, without pullini^ olF their Ihnos.

On takinjj leave of the Armenians, I could not help obR-rvIng, perhaps nnfi aConabK

,

that, indead of contributing to my afii fiance, in a land whore our i'cA airenly experi-

enced many grievances, they had confiderably increafed them, by withholdng even the

inferior offices of humanity ; but that 1 conlially forgave a treatment whi'h was to b;,-

afcribcd to the excefs of caution, conllifutionally inherent to their tribe. The prinei[);i|

Armenian eamellly urged me to open inyfelf to him, and diiclofe the myflery whieli

appeared in my character. It was not in realbn, he faid, to believe that motives of

curiofity, as I alledged, could have induced me to incur fo much fatigue, danger, and

expence, which were only to be compenfated by the profped of gain, or a pilgriniage

to Jorufalem. But the Armenians, faid he, aretif-.v the only vifitors of the facred tomb,

and indeed the only pure ChriUians now exifting. He was of opinion, in (liorf, that

my ftory was a counterfeit, and concluded by aflerting, that I was a jewel-merchant,

or a fpy. I endeavoured to explain, that, among the natives of Europe, it was a com-
mon ufage to vifit foreign countries, where an obfervance of the manners ami arts of

various people improved the imderflanding, and produced a more cxtenfive knowledge

of mankind ; and that a frequent intercourfe with nations of different cuftoms and re-

ligious opinions, taught them to {hake off domeftic prejudice, and to behold all men with

the eye of common affeftion. To this language, which he had probably never before

heard, he liftened with an air of vacant wonder ; but, as the doctrine did not fquare

with his fcntiments of the world, he ultimately treated it with contempt ; wifliing inc.

however, a better journey, he faid, than my plan promifed.

On the evening of the 2 2d of November, I left Herat, and halted that night at Alum
Guffour Chuflimah *, three quarters of a furfung. Here let me again crave your in-

dulgence for the copious felf-narration already impofed on you, and for that which I

fear is yet to conic. But what can I do ? Northern Perfia is, at this day, equally void

of events as of letters, and has but few monuments of grandeur. You muft, therefore,

extend a large portion of patience over thefc communications, and by permitting me
to fpeak for myfelf, the favourite amufemcat of all travellers, you will make me a fuffi-

cient recompence for all the little chagrins which I incurreil, and fome folitary hours
which I parted in the courfe of my journey.

The kafilah diredor, Aga Ali, and his family, which confifted of his mother, wife,

and a fervant, having confented that I fhould be deceived among them in the charafter

of an Arab, going on a pilgrimage to Mufchid, I joined the party at an appointed place,

whither every perfon reforted except the females of our family, on whofe heads, and
and indeed all parts of them, many indecent reproach was thrown. There was no mor-
tal ill which thefe women did not deferve to feel ; but, when women were concerned
in any undertaking, what good could refult, exclaimed all the enraged Mahometans.
Night approaching, the kafilah moved, and left Ali to efcort the ladies, in which fervice

I was alfo retained. On their arrival he began to utter fome angry language ; but it

became manifeft that we were members of a female government, which was conduced
by thd mother of Ali. She feemed in her manners not unlike the Afghan lady whom
1 heretofore endeavoured to celebrate,but had lefs fiercenefs and decifion ; the deficiency,

I prefume, arofe from the conlUtutional difference between the tempers of an Afghan
and a Periian j for my new dame evinced the fame thirfl after lupreme fway, but

Chufhmah, io the Perfic, fignifWs a uaiuritl fountain.

cxercifed
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exfrcifcd it with more niilHnefs. Ali remaining at the town-gate to make fume toll

piiyments, difpatclrcd the ladies and me, under the charge of his aflbciates, who, per-

ceiving om* prngrels to be very flow, and the night far advanced, left us with litile cere-

mony. When Ali arrived, he exprell'ed much refeniment at the fcandalous defertion

dl' his friends, imd many thanks for my attention ; though I could hear him murmur
at the indecency of Mahometan women being entrufted to, the charge of an infidel. But
iVJi's honour might have remauied fafe in the mod intem|)erate quarter of the world

;

i'.iul, for my part, 1 was fo grievoufly loaded by a heavy mufkct which he had given

lue to carry, that, had his fpoufe been a Venus, I would not have looked at her. No
appiTlieiifion now exifted or a fcolding nurfe, a crying child, or a fanatic difputant ; or,

indeed, of any thing which could atlitually oft'end ; tor my prefent allbciate was a bag

ot rice, from whofc good neighbourhood I anticipated much fatisfaclion.

On the evening of the 24th, moved from the Cuflmiah, and arrived the next morn-
ing at Dhey Soorch, four furfun^s. Some little cultivation was faen, but the general

face of the country bore the fame wild inhofpitable afpeft, as in the eaftern quarter of

Kliorafan. The benefits attached to my new charafter, were now confpicuoufly teftified.

1 was, from my fuppofed fect, entitled Hadji, and much courted by all the paffongers-,

efpecially when the given purpofe of my journey was underftood. No peri'on in thi-

defcription of a Chriltian fliould attempt to make a pallage through this part of Porfia ;

flioiild it, through a train of favourable events, be accompliflied, he will be harraffed

and defrauded, even on a princijjle of religion, and ever infulted with impunity. The
attempt, indeed, I think imprafticable, and liable to fubject the adventurer to im-

minent danger.

On the 26th, at the Pool, or Bridge of Skebo, three and a half furfungs, in an un-

cultivated country. This bridge, built of brick and mortar, ftands over a fmall river

whofe name I could not learn, running to the fouthward or left, and is fordable at

moli: feafons.

On the 27th, at Corian, a large village, four and a half furfungs. In this neighbour-

hood, I faw fome windmills, for grinding corn ; they are conllruded on the fame

principles as thole of Europe, but inllead of canvas wings, broad leaved flags are fubfti-

tiitcd. The toll gatherer at Corian affefts to obferve a peculiar vigilance in the execu-

tion of his office, which he faw occafion to exercife on me.

Palfengers, proceeding to the weftward, ufually procure a paffport at Herat ; but

being averfe to a mode which might have led to incon\eniep. explanations, I did

not apply for this document. The officer, though glad of the l i^r^on, held out the

utter impofTibility of pafling without the fignature of government, anc. argued with much
delicacy on the crime of difobedience. But feeling fome of my money in his hand, he

obferved that my cafe admitted a favourable conftruAion; that I was an Arab, and a

pilgrim of the holy tomb of Mufchid. He would therefore relax a little, he faid, in fo

good a caufe. I'o put money into thy purfe, is as neceil'ary in Khorafan as it was in

Venice, with the difference, that there the more decorated the garb, the greater rcfpect

was fliewn to the perfon, whereas in Afia, the fecurity and the comforts of life often de-

pend on a wary concealment of wealth, and all its appendages.

1 he complaints of Afiatic travellers againft a camel-driver, are not lefs frequent than

thofe of marine palfengers, in our country, againft the mader of a fliip, and oftentimes

with the like want of jufl: caufe. Men under reflraint and deprived of accuftomed

amufements, become unreafonable in their defires, and fretful from the natural difap-

pointment of vain wilhes. The crofs incidents which their fituation neceifarily produces,

and which a degree of fkill might qualify, are often outrageouflv afcribed to their con-
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duftor. This preliminary, though militating againft niyfelf, 1 thought but honeft to the

exhibition of certain charges againft Ali, the kafilah tlireftor. The firft (hewi, that

having bargained with tliis Maliometan, on the payment of a ftipulatcd fum, for a con-

veyance to Turfhilh, he at the firft halting place laid me under a contribution, on a

pretence of the extraordinary weight of my baggage, though he well knew, that the

equipment of a mendicant could not have been more flender. This demand was no
fooner adjuded, than he commenced another attack, not on my purfe, though that was
weak, but on my fame, which was vulnerable all over.

Ali feeing me generally addrefled by the title of Hadji, and treated with a marked
civility, was mucn mortilied, and began to fap the importance 1 had obtained. ]ic

whifpcrcd to fome of thofe with whom I aifociated, that I was no Hadji, nor even one of

the true faith. They cxprefTed great furprizu at this information, but blamed him for thp

difclofure ; nor did they ever communicate the ftory to the other paifcngers, or abate

in their former attention.

On the 29th at Charfoorch, fevcn furfungs ; a ftatJon in an uninhabited country, and
fupplied with one well, whofe water was barely fufficicnt for the fupply of our party.

On the 30th at Turfala, three and a half furfungs ; a (lation in the dcfert, near a well

of brackifh water.

On the I n. of December at Kauff, feven furfungs, a populous, and in this country a

'large village, which maintains a moderate traffic with Herat, Mufchid, and Turlhiflj.

Markets and public fhops being only feen in the cities and principal towns of Perfia and
Afghaniftun, travellers are obliged to apply for provifions to the houfekeepers, who are

often unable to provide the required quantity. Though Kauft' is a village of note,

bread in no part of it is publicly vended, and having occafion for a three days' fupply,

I advanced the required price to a Perfian, who, aher keeping me in waiting till niid-

night, abfconded. Bread and the chcefe of Iheep's milk, when procurable, was my
common fare ; which, with a water beverage, gave mc a vigour and ftrength equal to

the daily fatigue I incurred. And when the inclemency of the weather is confidered,

and how broken his refl muft be who is carried on the back of the rougheft paced ani.

mal that moves, thruft aifo into a crib not half his fize, and ftunned by the loud cla-

mouis of the drivers, you mufl grant that no ordinary texture of conftitution is required

to accompany the kafilahs in northern Perfia.

Having wiiin (Tod the rnbufl activity of the people of this country and Afghaniftan, 1

am induced to think, that the human body may fuflain fl:c moll laborious ferviccs,

without the aid of animal food. The Afj^han, whofe folc aliment is bread, curdled

milk and water, inhabiting a climate which often produces in one day extreme heat

and cold, fliall undergo as much fatigue, and exert as much flrcngth as the porter of

Londi^n, who copioufly feeds on flcfh meat and ale ; nor is he fubjett to the like acute

and ohflinatc diforders. It is a well known fad, that the Arabs of the fhore of the Red
Soa, who live with little exception on dates and lemons, carry burdens of fuch an extra-

ordinary wtivjit, that its fpecific mention, to an European ear, would feem romance.

On the 3d of December at Ruec, four and a half furfungs, a populous village, where
A fall of fninv produced a change on the face of the land, to which I had been long a

flran;.^cr. 1 lalted on the 4th, on account of the infpeftion of fome goods which had

been damaged by the weather. Three Perfians, with myfelf, occupied the lower part of

u wind-mill, which our joint endeavours to defend frotn the cold were wholly ineffectual
j

yet my companions leomed little afFcfled by it. 'I'hey were horfemen, and having no
attendants, wore obliged to clean their cattle, and go in fearch of forage, fuel, and pro-

\'ifions ; rhefe offices they performed with alacriry, nor did they once fhrink from the

4t boillcrous
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boifterous drifts of fnow and a north wind, that, I verily believe, mufl have fwept every

mountain-top in I'artary. My body, which a rcfldencc of twenty years in India, had

greatly relaxed, and a recent ficknefs enfeebled, was open to every touch of thofe

rude blafts, and 1 faw, with mortification, a North Briton fcrecning himfelf from a cli-

mate which imparted vigour to an Afiatic. My alTociatcs had been horfemen in the fer-

vicebf Timur Shah, but difgufted at his ill payini'ms, they had retired, and were return-

ing to their families at Mifhabor.

On the 5th, at Say Day, five and a half furfunjjs, ;i fmall fortified village, whofc adja.

cent lands, extending in a valley, feenicd to be well cultivated.

On the 6th, at Ainkara, five furfungs, a fmall fortified village. A great quantity of

fnow fell on our arrival at this place, and the woather became fo tempelluous that the

kafilah could not proceed. Our party went into the fort to feek (helter, and, after

earned entreaties, were conduced into a fmall dark room, barely capable of defending

us againft the ftorm, which had now fet in with violence. The inhabitants, i;ware of

our diftrefs, furnifhcd an abundant fupply of fuel, which became as necellary to our
exiftence as food ; but when the cold was a little qualified, we experienced an urgent

want of provifions, not an article of which was to be procured at Aflikara. This di-

lemma difmayed the flouted of us, and became the more alarming from the apparently

fijced date of the weather. Yet fuch cordial pleafures arc inherent in focii.'ty, that,

though pent up in a dark hovel, which afforded but a flimfy ftielter againd the mounds
of fnow furioufly hurled againd it, our good humour with each other, and an ample
fupply of firing, produced cheerfulnefs and content.

One of our adociates, who had received a more than ordinary educr*!' ^ and had a

tade for poetical literature, amufed us with reading Jamis's dory of Jofeph and Zulei-

cha •, which for its fcenes of wondrous pathetic adventure, and the luxuriant gv'nius of

the poet is happily adapted to foften the rigours of a winter's day. Nor was our com-
panion deficient in accompanying the reading with that energetic emphafis and deep

nafal tone, which in the ead is thought highly ornamental to the recitation of poetry.

As our pleafures and our forrows exid largely in the imagination, and as at this

period my ideas did not wander beyond the circle of my refidence, i teit comforts in my
prefent fituation, equal, perhaps, to the enjoyments of the mod refined focieties. How
often, in the fervour of n\y heart, have I prayed for the fortitude which i» faid to have

actuated the doic fchool, that I might fhackle, or at lead qualify the paflions that art

continually precipitating us into dependence and embarralfments, and edabliOi within

myfelf a refource for conducing all the operations of life. But the widi was futile,

nor would the gratification of it accord with the oeconomy of human nature.

The inhabitants of Adikara w*!ro now bufily employed in commemorating the

death of IIuiTeyn, the fccond ion o: Ali, who was flain at KaribuUah, in the vicinity of

Bagilat, wlicre a monument has been erefted to his memory, and whither the Scliiahs

numeroufly rcfort, in the fird ten days of the Mahometan month Mohurrum t, to olFor

\ip their prayers. Hullin, the elder brother, was poifoned by fome female machina-

tions ; but the celebration of this event, which is noticed at a different period of the

year, does not produce that tumultuous lamentation, and often dangerous effeds, which
accompany the memory of Hufleyn's fate.

A pilgrimage to the (omb of Huffeyn, confers the title of Karribullahee ; which
claffes next after the Hadji, and before a Mufchidee, an appellation given to thofe who

* The Patriarch of jEgypt. Ziilcicha is the name given by the Arabians to the wife of Potiphar.

\ The Mahonactaa months bcin' lunar, the feuits oblervcd iit Ramfar aixl MohuiTum are moveable.
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vifit the Oirine of Mufchkl. The pilerimi of KarribulUh make grievoiM complaint* of
tlic ittfultH and opprcflion of the 1 urks. Yet it would fucin that perfecution inflames

and iiivigoratot their fenfe of this rrlif^ious duty, fo that it in merely rated by the extent

of difticulty and danger it occurs ; for I have known a Schiah travel from the banks of
the (jrtngcs, to profirate hinifelf at Muflfeyn's tomb, amidd the fcoflji aiid rigour of the

Turks. To prevent the Afghans from thrrtwinji; a ridicule on their obfervancc of the

Mohurrum ceremony, which happened during our halt at Aflikara, ihe I'erfians fhut the

Kate of the fort, and commemorated the day by beating their breads, and chaunting, in

a mournful tone, the praifcs of lIuflTeyn.

In India, though the proportion of the feft of Aii is fmall, and HuflTeyn only known
but by his name, this occafion never fails to excite extravagant tokens of grief and
enthufiafm ; and it often happens, that the nialquerade moumrrs, impelleil by a violent

agitation of their minds and bodies, and heatctl alfo by intoxic.ition. commit defperate

outrages : but the ht\ is, that all the natives of India, Hindoos and Mahometans, are

wonderoufly attrafted by public exhibitions, and thofe of the moll glaring kind.

I'hough any external commemoration of HuH'eyn's death is repugnant to the dodrine
of the Soonis, thofe of India cannot refill fo alluring an offer of gratifying their love of

ihow andnoife. Many of the Hindoos, alfo, in compliance with this propenfity, and
the ufage of their Maliometan mailers, contribute largely to augment the Mohurrum
proceHions. I have heard Mr. Schwartz, the ('hriftian milTionary on the coaft of Coro.
mandel, as pious a prieft as ever preached the gofpel, and as good a man as ever adorned
locicty, complain that many of his Indian profelytes, difguued at his church's want of
glitter and budle, take an early opportunity of going over to the Popilh communion,
where they are ctmgenially gratified by the painted fcenery, by relics, charms, and the

blaze ot I,re-works. From Schiahs and Soonis, Protcllants and Roman Catholics, I

am forcibly-brought to the bulinefs of the day. It Is the roguery of a camel-driver,

on whom, fhould you ever travel in Perfia, never put your faith. AH now gravely

informed me, that he meant to proceed, on the next day, towards Nilhabor, but that

he would provide a conveyance for me to Turlhilh on an ass. It was in vain to talk of

engagements, the injuilice of forfeiting them, or the fum I had advanced ; and had not

one of my aAbciates picailed my caufe with a fpirit that intimidated him, Ali would have

laughed at nry plea.

On the loth, the ftorm having abated, the kafilah moved before day-break, and
arrived in the evening at Hnondeabad, fix^nd a half furfungs, a fmall village, fituate in

a well cultivated plain, watered by many rivulets. Ali, with .in ill grace, procured for

me one fide of a camel, the other being poifed by a bag of rice, configned to the mar-
ket of 'rurlhifh ; my companions, who had continued to treat me with much kindnefs,

proceeded from this llation to Nifhabor, which lies about feventy miles to the north-well

of Hoondeabad.

The diviflbn of Khorafan, which has been annexed to the Afghan empire, feems to

be wholly intruded to the management of Pcrfiuns, who, though a conquered people,

live in the enjoyment of crerj right, civil or religious, which could havt* been granted

to them tmder their own princes. We met a party this Bay returning from the. army,

which Timor Shah had funt to befiege Mufchld. This cilv, on which depends a ftnall

tratl of territory, is governed by Shan Rock, a grantUon of' Nadir Shah, and, I believe,

the only b anch of that Prince's family now in e.\iftcm:e.

Sh; h Rock is the oflspring of Mirza Kuli, the eldeil fon ofNadir Shah, by a daughter

of the Sultan Ilufl'eyn, who was driven from the throne of Perlia by Mahmoud tHo

Afghan.
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Aff^han. After Nadir's death *, the empire fell to the pontfTinn of Ali, his nephew,

who cut ofl" all the dcfcemlantR of Nadir, except Shah Rt)ck, thi n a yomh, whom he

intended to raife nominally to the throne, fhoiild thePerfians fljew any Hrenuousoppo-

fition to his government ; hut beine, in a lliort time after his acctnion, encountered by

Ills brother, who, by lil)eral donations, had colleded n flrong force, Ali was dofeateil

;nul taker prifoner in the field. Ibrahim, though at the head of a numerous army, and

noflVfling the louthern provinces of the empire, faw the impradicabiliiy of attaining the

dominion of l*cifi;i, whilft Shah Rock, who was much beloved in Khorafan, held the

city of Mufchid, where a large portion of the treafures of Nadir were dcpofited.

1 hat he migh*. the better fuccccd in his defign of fcizing the pcrlon of Shah Rock,

his only rival, he declared this I'rince, by a lineal dtfcent from Nadir and the race of

Sofi, to be the rightful heir of the kingdom, and by public deputation invited him to

Ifpahan, that he might there be inverted with the diadem of his anceftors. The adhe-

rents of Shah Rock, avcrfe from cntrufting him to fo powerful and fulpiciousa charge,

made an advantageous ufe of Ibrahim's profeflions, by inftalling, with the neceflary

•ceremonials, the young I'rincc at Mufchid. Ibrahim, baflled in the defign of drawing

Shah Rock to Ifpahan, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King, and proceeded to reduce

the chiefs of Khorafan : but fquandering his trcafures by an indilcriminate profufion,

•und having difguftcd his troops by an injudicious choice of officers, he was betrayed by

them, and, together with Ali, then his prifoner, delivered to the miniftersof Shah Rock,

who put the brothers to death.

About this period appeared, it is faid, a defcendant of the ancient Sofi famil/, who
had efcaped the malTacre of the times, and improving to his purpofes the diltradlion of

the kingdom and the minority of a young Prince, he fubomed, by a largefs, and ex-

tcnfive promifes, a party in the court of Mufchid ; and having procured, at a fecrct

hour, admittance into trie palace of Mufchid, he feized the perfon of Shah Rock, and

deprived him of fight. This aft was foon punirtied by the death of the perpetrator ;

but Shah Rock, cut off by this calamity from the hope of empire, was contented to

remain at Mufchid, in the pofl'effion of a very limited revenue.

Me has two fons, Nadir Mirza, and Wulli Neamut, who are waging againft each other

an inveterate predatory war. WuIIi Neamut being tlriven from the city, has collefted

a body of cavalry, which, in Khorafan, arc ever read) to rove in queft of plunder, and
are at this time levying a general contribution on every village, karavan, and traveller,

within his power or reach, not fparing even the pilgrims. After an inelledtual effort

to enter the city, he folicited the aflillance of Timur Shah, who feat ;i fmall army to

join him, and befiegc Mufchid ; but their knowledge of artillery is fo limited, that Uic

Afghans, after the campaign of a year, have only been enabled to ftraiten the fupplies

of the befieged.

When the cxtcnfive conquefls of the Afghans in Perfia are confidcred, the fpaci'ous

oinpire which they have fo recently founded, and their general reputation for military

prowefs, I felt a fcnfible difappointment at feeing their armies, compofed of a tumultuous

liddy, without order or common difcipline. It is feen, however, that they were good
fokiiers under Ahmed Shah, who, himfelf a Prince of confpicuous military talent and a

difct riling patron of merit, was empowered to give his troops that force which they

ciiiilHtutionally poflefs. Yet even under this famed leader, the Afghans, impetuous

and haughty, from the form of their gnvoninient, were never an obedient IbJdiery
;

and the ievcre encounters which Ahmed Shah experienced from the Sicqucs, when he

• Nadir Shah was afTiflinatcd nt th« the agcvi fixty yrars, near Mufchid, in the month of June 1747.
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ultimately evacuated the Punjab, are attributed to the defertSon of his troops, who,

already enriched by the plunder of India, retired in large bodies to their own country.

Though far ftiort of the opinion I had formed of it, the Afghan army is much fupe- _

rior to that of Perfia at the prcfent day, who lone deprived of a monarch, and fub-

jeded either to a foreign yoke or the precarious autnority of petty chieftains, have loft

with their patriotifm the fpirit of enterprise. It appears that the Perfians have been

ever ill acquainted with the ufe of fire-arms, and that their grand fuccefles were obtained

by the formidable onfet of tlieir cavalry. Little other proof, indeed, is required of their

want of (kill, than a review of Nadir's long fiege of Bagdad, which, though a fortiiica.

tion of mean tenability, baffled all his efforts. The match-lock-piece is the common
weapon of a Perfian root foldier, except in the province of Auderbeijan, and in fome

parts of Shirvan and Dhaghiftan, where the ufe of the fpring-lock mulket has been

adC|jted from the Turks j but the ridicule which has been thrown on this praftice by

the body of the people, will probably long prevent its general introduction. The
feverity ol the winter feafon has now obliged the Afghan army to retire into quarters,

and afforded a temporary relief to the inhabitants of Mufchid, who began to feel a want

of prcmfions.

The young chief of this city, in defiance of the reprefentations of his clergy, has

coined mto current fpecie fuch of thofe ornaments with which the odentatious zeal of the

Schiahs had for two centuries been decorating the tomb of Mooza Reza, as had been

Sreferved from former depredations. Even Nadir, the avowed foeof priefthood, made
is offering at the flirine of Mufchid. But his defcendant, fearing the whole fabr'c

. would fall into the unhallowed hands of his enemies, has wifely lacrificed a part to

prevent a total deftruftion. Yet his efforts will probably be fruitlefs ; for if the Af-

ghans return to the Aege, they will derive a confiderable aid from the low ftate of the

Mufchid treafury, which I am informed is nearly confumed. While the priefts inveigh

with fufHcient acrimony againft the facrilcgious feizure of Nadir Mirza, there is no

limit to their invectives againfl his brother, on whom they deprecate the fevered divine

vengeance, for calling in the inveterate foes of their religion, to the deftruftion of the

only facred city left in the poffeffion of the fed of Ali.

On the I ith at Fidgeroot, a fmall fort, three and a half furfungs, fituated in a culti.

tivated and generally a plain country, in whofe vicinity are feen many fortified villages.

On the 1 2th at Docnabad, four and a half furl'ungs, a populous open village, pro.

tedcd by an adjoining fort, and diftinguifhed by a manufacture of raw filk. The dif-

trids of Dochabad form the weftem boundary of the dominion of Timur Shah, which,

in a direction from Kafhmirc to this place *, occupy, by a grofs computation, a fpacc

of - Britifh miles. Were this fpacious extent of territory governed by

as vigorous and enterprifing a Prince, as it is peopled by a brave and hardy race of men,

the entire conqueft of Perfia would not be of difficult attainment. But Timur Shah

inherits no portion of his father's genius, and his power is feldom feen or felt, except

fome objeCt of wealth, and of fafe accomplifhment, be held out to his avarice. The

exiflence of the Emperor is then felt, and, for the day, dreaded. Here I am checked

by a fear that thefe opinions may be thouglit prefumptuous and dogmatical, and that

firom (lender opportunities of acquiring information, I have decided with an unwarrant-

able peremptorinefs on the character of a Prince, in whofe country I have been but a

mere fojoumer. I have only to urge, that the language which I have held, is prevalent

* It is to b« noted, that fume petty chiefshipt, lying between Kafluttire and tiie Indus, are held by in(Ir>

pcidcBt Afghan*.
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in the country, and its truth ftrongly marked in all the operations of government,

which come before the public eye.

On the 13th at Koot, fix furfungs, a village dependent on the chief of Turfhifli.

From the vicinity of Dochabad, a wafte extends to this place, on which is neither an

inhabitant, or the lead token of vegetation ; and it fliould feem that nature had

interpofed this barren rand to preclude the alTaults'of war, and even difcourage a

dil'pofition to focial intercourfe. To the north, extends a lofty chain of mountains

covered with fnow *, and the other quarters Ihew a traft of Hind, thinly marked with

craggy hills.
_

The proprietor of the camel on which I rode, had carried me to Koot, his place

ex refidence, fearing to carry his wares, principally compofed of rice, to the town of

Turfhiili, leaft the chief (hould take it at an arbitrary price. He told me that his

catile were not deftined for that place, whither I might purfue tny way in the beft

manner I liked, except on his camel. The fort of Turfhifh being at no greater

diftance than two miles, I would have proceeded without hefitation, could I have

carried my baggage, which, though of little value, was too heavy a load for me.

After much intreaty i'. was tranfported, at my charge, on the back of an afs t» to t'te

karavanfera at Turfhifli j there I found every apartment occupied ; but the application

of a fmall piece of money to the gate-keeper, who regulates the diftribution of quarters,

introduced me to a lodging, occupied by only one perfon. The ftranger accofted me
with evident tokens of joy, obfervir r, that the folitary life he had paffed at Turlhifli,

was very tirefome to him, and that he expefted a cordial relief from my company.

This reception was happily adapted to n\y purpofe, and promifed my Mahometan
charafter a fair introduftion. It was agreed that a joint board (hould be kept, that

my aflbciate, yet weak from a late ficknefs, fhould prepare the viftuals, and that I

Ihould furnifh the water, and a laborious duty it was, there being no good water at a

nearer diftance than a mile.

Here I muft inform you, that this was by no means a degrading duty, and is

performed by travellers of a rank much fuperior to that I held, and alfo that '^aw

travellers in this country, of whatever condition, exhibit any appearance of wei^lth,

fearing the oppreflions ofgovernment, and the licentious exaftions of the toll-gatherers.

Even men of opulence do not carry a fervant.

Previoufly to the commencement of a journey, focieties are formed at a pit :e of

rendezvous, where the different offices are allotted to each ; the moft robull generally

provide the water j fome afe employed in the kitchen, while others go in queft of

provifions and provender for the cattle. Should no prior opportunity have offered to

fix fuch a fcheme, it is adjufted on the firft halting day, and preferved on a cordial

footing throughout the journey. It is not to be inferred that certain attentions are not

alfo (hewn to the men of rank, who attach themfelves to thefe parties. When known,

and they are foon diftinguifhed, they become, by common confent, exempt from the

more laborious occupations, and all aged perfons are invariably treated with a refpedful

indulgence. My prefent companion, whofe name I never knew or aflced, was overcaft

with a fixed melancholy referve : nor, could I extrafl from him other information,

than that he had laft come from Afterabad. But he ftudioufly avoided giving me any

• A voad leads over thefe mountains to Mufchid, which in faid to be one hundred miles north-weft from

'rurfliilh, uiid abuut thirty miles to the northward of Niftiabor.

f The Perfiaii afles are of a ftrong make, and much ufed by dealers in fmall and ordinary ware*. I

liave fcen the conveyance of large parties, coufilling of thufe animals, which appear to be more aAivc, and

endure more fatigue than thofe of England.

Q Q 2 intelligence
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intelligence of the aflfairs of that province, efpocially of the Ruffian trade there, which

I much defired to know, and of which he muft be informed ; and though he feemcd

to like my company, or perhaps my affiftance, he foon became to nie an unpleafant

colleague. In a few days, his departure to Herat left me fole tenant of a dark folitary

lodging, with the advantage, and with the privilege of being unrefervedly admitted

into the fociety of the karavanfera, as a pure Mahometan.

In the courfe of vacancies, I got pofleffion of a more commodious apartment, in

the comer of which I found, at firft entrance, a decent looking old man fmoking his

pipe. On enquiry it appeared, that he was then wholly at large ; but that his ufual

fubfiftence arofe from vending certain fpells, which were powerfully efficacious in

conferring every fpecies of worldly happinefs, and confequently in the preclufion of

nil evil. Yet he was willing to (hut up his book, he faid, fliould any other profpeft

of maintenance be held out. This being the perfon I was in fearch of, I made him

a cordial tender of my afliftance, and invited him to a participation of my fare. The
oiler came to him, poor man, at a convenient feafon. It was now the depth of winter,

and he honeftly confefled to me, that his charms had fo bad a run at Turfliifli, that

even a fcanty meal was earned with difficulty.

The mollah, which was the title he had derived from his profeffional (kill, with a

natural good temper, had acquired an accommodating difpofition ; he was all things

to all men ; and he found a full exercife of thofe qualities during our affociation.

The r ie regularity I obferved in our domeftic fyftem, cfpccially in the hours of eating,

was ii Hjed of frequent complaint to the mollah, who applied to the bufinefs of the

kitchen, in which he had attained an eminent proficiency, with an adlive attention
;

nor was Sancho more attached to its produce ; and he alfo reprehended my difregard

to thofe dilhes which he moft favoured. His cenfure generally conveyed an ejaculation

of furprize, at the negled of a concern the moft important to man, or at my bad

tafte, which he alledged, mull have been vitiated in the courfe of my journeying through

barbarous countries.

Having enjoyed during my acquaintance with this mollah fo many conveniencies,

and fo plealing a quiet of mind, I often review the fcene with fenfible emotions of

pleafure. For my ftrength, as well as my fpirits, had been much exhaufted by the

fatigues of the read, and various moleftations neceffarily incident to a traveller of my
defcription. The cold being intenfe, and the country covered with fnow, it became
expedient, in the firft inftance, to lay iii a ftock of fuel, which is a dear commodity
at Turlhiffi, that we might, at Icaft, communicate an external heat to our bodies

;

for our creed precluded any interior cordial, nor durft we even mention its name.

But we were moderately recreated by a whofefome diet, large fires, a clean hearth,

with plenty of Pcrfian tobacco, which is of a moft excellent kind *. When I have

contemplated the progrcfs of my afTociate in his culinary occupation, in mixing with

care and eameftnefs the ingredients of a hodge-podge, ftirring it vigoroufly with a

large wooden fpoon, blowing and arranging the fire, till his eyes were red, I have

been prompted to compare him to a Pruffian ferjeant, immerfed in the fury and

enthufiafm of drilling a fquad of recruits, and cudgelling into their bodies all the ability

of their brains. Nor could one of our minute virtuofos have been more inflated with

pride at the difcovery of a new fpecies of faail, than the moUali, in demonftrating the

qualities of fome favourite difli.

• Til It produced at Tubbut, a lowo about one hundred mile* to the fouth-wcll of Turfliifli, is efteemed

the beil w Feriia.

The
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The excelleri ;ices of my companion now left me at liberty to walk about the

town, colled n. nation, and frequent the public baths. In the evening we were
always at home, «rhen the mollah, at the conclufion of our meal, either read a ftory

t,f YufufF aud Zuleicha, which he did but lamely, or opening his book of fpells, he
would expound the virtues of his noftrums, which embraced fo wide a compafs, that

few difeafes of the mind or body could refift their force. They extended from recalling

to the paths of virtue, the fteps of a frail wife, and filencing the tongue of a fcolding

one, to curing chilblains and deftroying worms. His praftice, he told me, had been
more extenfive than profitable, being chiefly employed by the lower clafles of people ;

the rich rarely fought his aid. He was meditating, he faid, which I had now obviated,

a journey to Mufchid, where he would have been enabled to pafs the winter, a
feafon always of anxious care to him ; as for the fummer he never beftowed a thought

on it.

The duty of religion fat rather loofely on the niollah, for out of the five daily

prayers *, he ufually ftruck off" four, and on many days the omiflion was total.

But obferving that I was yet more relaxed, he would gravely cenfure my negligence ;

not that I was degraded in his opinion, but it was neceflary, he faid, to maintain a
decorum of manners, that the people of the karavanfera might not make unfavourable

remarks. The fpiritand tendency of the mollah's obfervation, whenimpartiallyconfidered,

difclofes the grand tenure by which the religion of Mahomet is at this day held. It is

on the daily recital of five prayers t, wafliing as often, and a reftridion from a certain

food, that the Mahometan builds his hope of Paradife. And the reputation of fuch

a perfon, in Perfia, is equal to that of our men of virtue, honour, and humanity.

Even to that of our man of falhion.

On the other fide, he that Ihall negled thefe ceremonies, though he may execute,

to an ample extent, the duties of a good citizen, is branded with the general mark
of contumely ; and (hould his condition of life not be fufficiently eminent to command
refpeft, he is cut off from many of the benefits of fociety. That I may point out to

you more cfpecially the opinion of a Mahometan on the eflential eflicacy of forms, I

am induced to relate an obfervation of the moUah. In fpeaking of an Afghan, who
had himfelf accefs to the karavanfera by an agreeable and friendly difpofition, he faid,

that he willingly fubfcribed to the compafs of his moral merits, but was forry to fee them
vitiated by offering up his prayers with folded hands. Does it not aftonifli you, that

ihe mind of a creature fo exquifitely formed by the great Lord of nature, fhould have
become fo ftrongly fettered by the fhackles of prejudice, fhould have formed ideas fo

derogatory of his infinite benevolence, as to be fearful of approaching his altar but in

certain pofitions and fleftions of the body ?

Travelling once with fome Perfians on a fultry day, and over an ill-watered country,

the party unexpeftedly approached a fmall ftream, where, haftily difmounting, I

drank a cup of water with avidity, one of the Perfians who flood near me, cried out

in an carnefl tone, while I was finifhing the draught, to referve a little in the bottom

of the vefTel, and throw it on the ground with an execration on the memory of

H'\? m

ml

the

• The firft, a (hort one, is faid before the break of day ; the fecond on the earlieft appearance of light,

a period ufually denominated the Wokt Nemaz, or time of prayer ; the third about two hours before fun-

fet } the fourth at the clofe of the evening, this is alfo termed the Wokt Neraazj; aud the fifth iii the
courfe of the night. The fecond aud fourth prayers are mod regularly obferved.

f I have feen grave long-bearded Mahometans, retire a few fteps from the exhibition of alafcivious dance>

and in the fame apartment koecl to their prayers, which halUly muttering, they returned to the
amufemeut.

Yezid.
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Yezid *. On feeing that not a drop remained, he viewed me with evident marks of

deteftation, and pronounced me a kaufir. But Perfia has long loft her men of

genius and philanthropy, 'i'he day of Ferdoufi, Sadi, and Hafiz, is fet in barbarous

darknefs ; and little elie is now written or liftened to, except the legends of priefts,

or the chimerical exploits of the twelve Imautns, which nearly quadrate in ftyle and

matter with our renowned nurfery hiflx)ries of Tom Thumb, or Jack the Giant-killer ;

though with a more pernicious eft'eit ; for the Perfian writings ftrongly tend to etemife

amongd them a rancorous hatred to all thofe of a different creed.

It is recorded that the cotemporaries of Hafiz were lb much offended at his bold

difquifitions on the religion of the Koran, and witty ftridures on the loofe conduft of

the clergy, that at his death they hefitated to perform the ufual obfequies. Yet the lat-

ter Perfians have not' only acquitted Hafiz of any charge of irreligion, thoujjh alniofl

every page of the poet refutes the pofition, but they affert, that under the cloak of

his fportive, pleafurable exhortations, he defcribes the excellency of their faith, and

the future happinefs of pious Mahometans.

While the moUah and I were enjoying the comforts of a commodious apartment,

and favoury meffes, made in rotation, of beef, mutton, and camel's flelh, on a fuddcn,

every room of the karavanfera was tumultuoufly filled by a large body of pilgrims f fro;n

the (hrine of Mufchid. What an exuberance of zeal muft have animated thefe de-

votees ! which neither fo diftant and perilous a journey could deter, or the inclement

feafon of the year cool. The prefent winter was accounted more rigorous than had

been for fome years remembered, particularly in the quarter of Mufchid and Nilhabor,

where two of thefe pilgrims had periihed in thefnow, ;uid others had lolt their limbs by

the feverity of the froll.

In that band, which ruflied into our apartment, was a perfon who feemed to take

the avowed lead; he was better equipped than his ailociatcs, and wore on his head the

infignia ofahadji § ; a pilgrim, who fiipplicd the place of a fervant, began to reconnoitre

the room, and as foon as he noticed its fituation, he diflodged, without ceremony, and

with much facility, from one of its corners, the very portable chatties of our poor

mollah ; and in the voice of authority, declared the place affigned to the ufe of the

hadji, whom he rcprefentcd to be of fuperior nuik and importance.

I'he hadji took his feat with a folenm air, and looking haughtily round he threw his

eyes on me, and immediately afked, or rather demanded my name and bufmefs. The
queftion was conveyed in a manner which fully evinced the power of the interrogator;

indeed 1 quickly law, from the party's deference to him, the neceffity of obferving a

refpectful conduct to this luperb Mahometan. I told him that I was an Arab, travel-

ling to Mufchid; but judge of my confufion, when the hadji began to fpeak in my
fuppofed language. Endeavouring to fupprefs my embarraffment at fo complete a con-

vidion of falfity, I obferved, that I had aifumed the name of an Arab, for the pur-

pofe of travelling with more fafety ; but that I was a native of Kafhmire, proceedhig

on a mercantile concern to Mazanderan. Such ftories, which in the eaft may be

defcribed by the fmoothcr term, fimulation, are in common ufe among Afiatic travel-

lers ; and unkfs other teftimony corroborates their relations, little credit is given, nor

is much expected. It is fufficient that their true flory remains concealed.

The chief who fiew HufTcyii the fon of Ali.

t Tney were chiefly inhahiiantg of Tabrid, the ancient Taunis, I behevc, a town in the province
of AriderL. ijaii.

J>
la 1 crli.i iv is a ftrip of cloth, commonly green, rolled on the edge of the cap,

1
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This emendation of my account produced no apparent furprize, nor any further

interrogation ; and from the mode of the hrdji's behaviour, it was evident that I had
not fuffered in his opinion. The laft year of my life had been occupied in an invaried

fcene of difguife, with a language wholly fabricated to preferve it; fo that, God
forgive me, I never wanted a ready tale for current ufe. I have now only to hope,

that when it may be no longer expedient to fupport the part hitherto fo fuccefsfully

maintained, I fhall be enabled to throw off the cloak with all its garniture for ever.

The hadji was a refident of Balfrofh, the principal town of Mazanderan, where he
maintained a confiderable traffic ; he had joined the Tabrez pilgrims at Mufchid, and
was now on the way back to his own province. The occaflon of accompanying this

party was not to be foregone ; as few roads are of more dangerous paflage, than that

from Turfliilh to the Cafpian fea, and confcquently not much frequented. The hadji,

to whom I applied for a paffage to Balfrofh, affefted to lay various obftacles in my
way, and feeing my anxiety to proceed, he made his bargam conformdbly, that is, he
ftipulated for a double amount of the ufual hire.

The territory of Turfliifli, which takes in about — miles from eaft to weft,

and nearly half that fpace in latitudinal direftion, is held by Abedullah, an independent

Perfian chief; he feems to be forty years of age, has a refpeftable appearance, and
affumes that air of gravity which ftrongly pervades the manners of the high claffes of

Mahometans. His adminiftration is well liked by the people, who feem to aft and

fpeak very much at their eafe. Paffengers are never interrogated, nor is a paffport

required.

Adjoining to old Turfhifh, called alfo Sultanabad, which is of fmall compafs, and
furrounded with a wall, Abedullah has built a new town, in an angle of which (lands

the karavanfera, the only one I have feen in Perfia, which is not interiorly fupplied

with water. The chief and his officers refide in the new quarter,, where is alfo held

the market, which the inhabitants fay has not been fo well fupplied fmce the Afghan
troops have laid wade the diftriSs of Mufchid, and thereby impeded the traffic of this

quarter of Khorafan.

The trade of Turlhilh arifes chiefly from the import of indigo and other dyes from

the weftward, woollen cloths and rice, which is fcantily produced in the vicinity, from

Herat. And the chief article of export feems to be iron, wrought in thick plates.

The fmall quantity of European cloths required at Turfliilh is brought from Mazan-
deran, by the way of Shahroot, or from Ghilan, by the viray of the great road of

Yezd. About one hundred Hindoo families, from Moultan and Jeffilmere, are efta-

blilhed in this town, which is the extreme limit of their emigration on this fide of Per-

fia; they occupy a quarter in which no Mahometan is permitted to refide, and where

they conduced bufinefs without moleftation or infult : and I was not a little furprized

to fee thofe of the Bramin fed, diltinguifhed by the appellation of Peerzadah, a title

which the Mahometans ufually bellow on the defcendants of their prophet. Small

companies of Hindoos are alfo fettled at Mufchid, Yezd, Kachan, Galbin^ and fome
parts of the Cafpian (hore; and more extcnfive focieties in the different towns of the

Perfian Gulph, where they maintain a navigable commerce with the weftern coaft of

India.

The departure of our kafilah now drawing near, the hadji purchafed'a horfe for my
conveyance, with the money which I had advanced ; but not thinking my weight and

baggage a fufficient burthen for the animal, by no means a robuft one, he added two

heavy parcels of dyeing ftuffs, on which 1 was to be feated. This was the moft rapa-

cious Mahometan I had yet known ; not fatisfied with the firft extortion, he urged me,
without

«;': 1,4
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without intermiflion, for a loan of money, even themoft trifling fum ; in other words,

h wanted to cheat me. There are, I believe, few fuch men amongfl us as Hadji

Mahomed. He had the reputation of being an opulent merchant, and he was con-

nested with perfonsof the firfl; rank in his country ; his deportment was grave and dig-

nified j his manners in common intercourfe were fo forcibly infmuating, that he never

failed to pleafe, even thofc who knew and had experienced his ill qualities ; he had,

on the oftenfible fcore of devotion, made pilgrimages in Arabia, Turkey, and Perfia ; he

prayed with undeviating regularity five times in the day, befides a long roll of fupercro-

gatory orifons. Yet this man of property and rank, of polite manners, and profeffed

fanflity, having in vain aimed at a larger fum, importuned me in abjed language

to lend or give him half-a-crown. But my feelings having become callous, from a

long aflbciation, I fuppofe, with thofe who had none, 1 was enabled to withftand, with

intrepid coolnefs, the intreatles of the hadji, who fcemed to take the refufal nothing

aniifs ; indeed, I imagine, he accounted me a perfon of difcretion, and convcrfant in

the bufmefs of the world.

That I might the better guard againft a fufpicion of the character I reprefented,

efpecially in the mind of the hadji, who to his other acquirements united unfiitiable

inquifitivenefs, I told him that I was a Sooni, imagining that the low eftimation in

which this feet is held in Perfia, would prevent further notice. The hadji did not

approve of this charadcr, which was rarely feen, and much abhorred in this part of

the country ; nor would it be fafe for a Sooni, he faid, to travel in the Ibciety of Schiah

pilgrims, who, elevated by their late purification at Mufchid, would alTume a merit

of infulting and ill treating me.

By the council of Hadji Mahomed I became a Schiah, and was received among the

pilgrims without a fcruple. It was, believe me, with no little concern, that I parted

from the mollah, who had been to me an ufeful as well as a pleafant companion ; and
in the unreferved intercourfe which had for fome days fubfifted between us, I expe-

rienced a pleafure, the more fenfible, as my fituatioa before had been folitary and irk-

fonie. In his dealings, I found him punftually honeft, for conceiving an attachment

to this harmlefs conjuror, I ufed to make enquiries at the places where he made his

purchafes k r me, but never difcovercd a falfe charge.

On the morning of the 28th of December, left Tur(hi(h, and about noon arrived

at the village of Killeelabad, two and a half furfungs. Our party, confiding of about

fix or fcven perfons, the Tabrez having not yet joined, halted at a finall karavanfera,

where being plentifully fuppiicd with fuel by one of the villagers, to whom our hadji

was known, we paflcd a cold fnovvy night very comfortably.

On the 29th, at Hadjiabad, a fmall fort, three furfungs. When the chief of this

place was informed that Hadji Mahomed was our leader, for though of a diftant pro-

vince, he was well known in Khorafan, we were invited to the fort, and hofpitably

entertained.

This day my horfe gave many tokens of inability to fupport the heavy burthen that

had been laid upon hi:ii. He cat little, fweated much, and often (tumbled. In one
of his inclinations, I wr^ thrown from my elevated feat, with a violent fliock, and re-

ceived a violent contufion on the hand. Inftead of cxprefTing any concern at the dif.

after, the hadji (liarply reprehended my want of Ikill, and predicted ill fuccefs to my
undertakings.

At Hadjiabad the pomegranates are of a delicious flavour, a property indeed of

this fruit in moll parts of IVrfia. It has a thin foft ikin, and contains a large quantity

of juice, than whicli nothing, in hot weather, or after fatigue, can be more grateful.

1
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There is a fpccies of the pomegranate, in Perfia, and alfo in Afghaniftan, whofe gran-

ules are without i'eed, called the Rcdana *
; it is of a fuperior kind, and generally fcarce.

On the 30th, at Nowblehuckum, three furfungs, a large and pop ilous village,

where our party was joined by the Tabrez pilgrims. From Turfliilh to this place,

the general direction of the road lay about weft) the country is open and we' I (ulti-

vated, but like the eaftcm divifion of Khorafan, fcantily fupplied with wood and run-

ning water. At this place, my endeavour to procure a flock of wheat bread, to fup-

port me during a three or four days' journey over a defart, which lay in the road, was
wholly fruitlefs. The number of applicants for a like provifion was fo great, and
their arguments, from the late meritorious fervice they had performed, was fo much
more emcacious than mine, that I was obliged to reft fatisfied with a few barley cakes.

Being thrown, by a fort of chance, tor the two laft days, into the company of a

Ghilan feid, who had been making the pilgrimage of Mufchid, we agreed after a ihort

preliminary, to place in a common ftock our provifions and good offices. Man, you
know, of all created beings, is the leaft fitted, and the leaft deftrous to live alone.

It is true, that if not funk by vice, or fafcinated by diflipation, he will occafionally fly

from the fatigues of bufinefs, the rapW hurry of crowds, and feeking the fhade of

retirement, folace and exercife his intelledual faculties. But when he has breat<hed

out his day of contemplation, he is often feen returning from the world he fled from,

with a fond folicitude. It is not for me to expatiate on the pleafures and ufes of

fbciety, the fubjeft has for ages fallen under the moft extenfive and erudite difculTion j

nor can the pen of a journalift give it additional kiflre. I will now only obferve, that

after a tedious fatiguing journey, it was with a high relifh I fat down to a homely me&I

with the feid, whofe remarks and fingular opinions on the fubje£t of religion, never

fiuled to give amufement and information.

On the 3 1 ft, at Durroona, feven fiirfungs, a fmall village, fituate near the weftem
boundary of the territory of AbeduHah ; the road led, in a weftern direftion, throygh

a barren country. In crofling a fteep rivulet, during this day's journey, my horfe

precipitated me, with hadji's bags of dye, into the middle of it, where We were dif-

covered lying by this now enraged Mahometan. He fmote his beard until his anger
found utterance, when he poured on me a torrent of abufe ; and charging h'<j ill-

fortime to my fcandalous omiffion of the ftated prayers of a Muffulman, he declared

that I fhould indemnify the lofs of his paint to the laft farthing.

On the I ft of January 1784, havmg travelled eight furfungs through a defart,

which was imerfperfed with low hills, and a thin fcattering wood, we halted ort an
eminence, where the fnow which covered it fupplied our water. My horfe became so

much enfeebled, that he was unable to carry nie with the other part of his load ; and
1 fhould have been left on the ground, had not fome of the paflengers, who were ap-

))rized of the extraordinary fum which I had paid for hire, warmly expoftulated witli

ihe hadji on the injuftice of his conduit. Somewhat abafhedat the remonftrance, and
fearful, perhaps, of a more general attack on the many weak fides of his character,

the hadji procured a horfe from a perfon who was proceeding two ftages on our road,

and who, for a fmall gain, confented to difmount and incur an exceflive fatigue.

The dotneftic afTociate of Hadji Mahomed having feen his patron treat me with neg-

left and often with rudenefs, thought that he might with impunity indulge a like fpirit;

bur feeing no rcnfon to fhew him tne refpeft which I obferved to the hadji, I was pro-

voked this evening to give him a fmart chaftiCement, and in the Englilh manner ; a

fpecies of attack as novel to hkn :is it was efticacious,and which i'urprized the pilgrims.

'wm
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v/ho bellowed on me a general applaufe. In this occurrence you will perceive the

elTential advantages of my Mahometan charafter : for, in my real one, no affront,

however infolent or opprobrious, could have warranted any active refentinent ; the

only refource would have been a filent patience ; it is, indeed, often nccelfary to

afluage the offender's wrath, to avert a further outrage. The penalty that would pro-

bably be inflicted on a ChriAian hardy enough to lift his hand, in this part of Perfia,

againll a Mahometan, would be a heavy fine, or feverc corporeal punifhment.

The Armenians, who vifit moft of the quarters of weftem Afia, are feldom feen on
this road, dreading equally the inimical diipoficion and inveterate prejudices of the in-

habitants to all thole of a different faith, and the incurfions of the Turkoman Tartars.

On the 2d, at Towrone, five furfungs, a fmall fortified village, fituatc in the diflrids

of Ifmael Khan, an independent chief, who alfo claims the defert, extending from

Deronne to this place : nor is it probable that the property will ever be difputed.

Many travellers, it is faid, have perilhed in this track, from the intenfe heats, and a
fcarcity of water, which, in the courfe of the fird ftage, is procured but in one fpot,.

by digging fmall wells.

We learned that a party of fifty Turkoman horfe had yellerday pafTed under the

walls of Towrone, in the way to their own country. Thefe fierce free-booters, who
wage a common war on the Perfians, enflave as well as plunder thofe who fall into

their hands. To prevent an efcape, the captives are fent into the interior parts of the

country, where they are employed in tending the numerous droves of cattle and horfes

with which Tartary abounds. They are alfo occafionally fold to the Kalmucks, the
' mod rude and favage of all the Tartar race *. A (lavcry with thefe is fpoken of with

horror, and accounted worfe than death. The I'urkomans of this day are a tribe of

no important note ; and their military operations are directed chiefly to the attack of

karavans and defencelefs villages. They are no longer that great and powerful people

which produced a Zinjis and a Timur, the conquerors of Afia, whofe pofterity were

feen in this country, feated on the moft fplcndid throne of the world. It is now re-

ceived as a general pofition of hiftory, that thofe immenfe bodies of foldiers which

fpread over and ultimately fubducd the dominion of Rome, under the names of Goths
and Vandals, were the lartars of Bochara, Kheiva, and the fhores of the Cafpian.

The prefenr chief of the Turkoman tribe refides at Bochara, where he keeps a mo-
derate court, and exercifes a very limited power. The Tartars of the more eaftcm re-

gions, the modem conquerors of China, who may be ranged under the common dc-

lignation of Kalmucks and Monguls, arc divided into various roving herds, and would
fcem to be no longer a caufe of dread to the fouthern nations of Afia.

* One of the names of a native of Tartary, in the language of his country, is Tatier, and Tattaur.

Having often indulged a curiofity in fcarthing for the etymology of Afiatic names, which, though not

tending to the developemcnt of any important facts, may refleft fubordinate lights, I have been induced-

to infert them in this place.

The term Fcrung, or Ferringhee, a name commonly applied at this day among moft of the nations of

Afia, except the Chinefe, feems to be derived from Frank, an appellation by which tlie Crufadc ChrilUans

were indifcriminately defcribed by the inliabitants uf Afia Minor.
Saracen, one of the names formerly given to the people of Arabia, may, on a ground fair enough, be

deduced from Sahara, which, in the Arabic, lignifi.'s a defart, and may, with equal propriety, be given

to the inhabitant of a barren legion, as the term Highlander, among us, to the refident of a mountanious

country ; and I am the more induced to adopt the probable truth of tiiis derivation, as it was pointed out

to me by the moft accurate fcholar (the prcfeut Arthbi(hop of York) of our country.

The Mahometan fubjerth of the Ottoman empire are known iii Europe by the common name ofTurks,

which immediately accords with one of the grand defignations ufcd by the Tartars, who wrcfted that region

from the Arabian khaliphat; and a caufe uf a flmilar nature has probably induced many of the Hindoo
Iraden to >pply the fame deuonunatioa to the Mahometan s uf India.

14 Plrepariiig
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Preparing this morning to proceed, I couUl neither find the horfe I h.id ridden yef-

tcrday, nor its mailer, who it appeared had proceeded alone, an hour before the

departure of the party. The road being covered with a deep fnow, it was with great

fatigue and exertion I could overtake the dcfertcr, who frankly faid, that he was ap-

prehenfive of not being paid by the h-tdji, but, that if I would anfwer for the paymenl:

of the hire, I might immediately mount his Heed. The adjuftment being fpeedily made,

I rode on to Towrone ; from whence I fent back this fame perfon, on whom money had

irrefiftible force, to bring the hadji's tired horfe, which, I learned from fome of the

paflengers, was fcarcely able to crawl. Fearful of being altogether abandoned by
Hadji Mahomed, I found it neceffary to fpeak to him in unreferved language, which was
ftrongly fupported by a Perfian merchant, whofe notice I had acquired, and, after much
oppofition, became fuccefsful.

On the 3d, the kafilah halted in a defert, eight furfungs, at a fmall ftream, the only

water feen in the courfe of this day's journey ; the Ghilan feid and I had filled our

bottle for niutual ufe, and the bread, cheefe, and onions, which fupplied our evening

meal, giving me a violent thirft, I made frequent applications to our water (lock. The
feid, feeing that I had taken more than a jufl portion, required that the refidue (hould

be referved for his ceremonial ablutions.

While the feid retired to pray, I went in fearch of fuel, and returning firfl: to our

quarter, I haflily drank off the remaining water, and again betook myfelf to wood-cut-

ting, that I might not be difcovered near the empty velFel by my aflbciate, who had

naturally an irafcible temper. When I fuppofed he had returned from his prayer, I

brought in a large load of wood, which I threw on the ground with an air of great

fatigue, and of having done a meritorious fervice. ** Aye," fays he, " while I, like

a true believer, have been performing my duty to God, and you toiling to procure us

firing for this cold night, fome hardened kaufir, who I wifh may never drink again

in this world, has plundered the pittance of water which was fet apart for my ablutions."

He made ftricl fearch among our neighbours for the perpetrator of this robbery, as he
termed it ; but receiving no Tatisfadory information, he deliberately delivered him or

them to the charge of every devil in the infernal catalogue, and went grumbling

to fleep.

On the 4th, at Khanahoody, eight furfungs, a fortified and populous village, the re-

fidence of Ifmael Khan, who pofieTres a fmall independent terrtory in this quarter. The
road from Towrone led in a weftem direction, through a defert track, interfperfed with

low and bare hills.

About three miles to the eaftward of Khanahoody, a chain of mountains, of the

medium altitude, extends in a north and fouth direftion, whofe weftem face is confi-

derably higher than that to the eaftward. This branch of hills, which feem to have a
long fcope, has eftefted a grand change in the courfe of the running waters. The
ftreams on the weftem fide have a fouth-weft current, and flow, I imagine, into the

Cafpian Sea, or into the head of the Gulf of Perfia, while thofe on the eaftern fide are

probably carried to the more fouthern fliorcs of the Gulf.

From the fummit of the Khanahoody hills, is feen, to the weft and north-weft, a wide
extended plain, thickly covered with villages and arable lands ; nor does a rifing ground
in this diredion interrupt the utmoft fcope of the eye. Here I muft note, that this

quarter of Perfia has now aflTumed its moft unfavourable appearance ; it being the depth

of winter, when little vegetation is feen on the ground, and not a leaf on the trees.

This day died an old man of our party, who had been long ailing ; and what was rather

fingular, his death happened while he was on horfcback.
, .
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On the 5lh, at Bearjumund, three furfungs, a populous village in the dlftrifts of
Ifmael Khan. HaltiHl on tlie 6tht on account ot the ficknefs ot our katilah direclor.

Two of the pilgrims, who were carpenters, made a litter for hin», which was furniflu'd

with poles like a I'odan, and carried by two mulofi, one of which way yoked before, and
the other behind the feat.

On the 7th, at Nafirabad, nine furfung)), a fmall fortrefs in ruins, fitunte on an eini->

nence. We paiTed at about midway through two uninhabited villages near each otiter,

Kow and Kautt', noted places of rendejcvuus of the Turkoman banditti, and Handing qix

one of the grand roads from Perfia to Tartary. On approaching NaArabad, 1 obrervc4

numerous bones of a large fize ilrewed on the ground, and wnich I learned were tha

remains ot fume of the elephants of Nadir Shah, who bad ordered them to be fent into the

fouthem provinces, where the warmth of climate is better adapted to the health ofthofe

animals : but many of them died on the journey.

Ferfia, fince its empire has been rent into pieces, has fuffcred fcvcre devnfhitions,

and has been grievoufly depopulated. The various pettv chiefs, who hold theiufclvei^

but the ruler of a day, are often inciteil to opprds the mhabitants. and impofc- heavy

tuxes on the merchant ; yet thvTe e.xaclions niiKht receive fome alleviation, did the

governors exert any adivc etforts in defending their diltrids from the depredations oH

the Tartars, who, even in parties of a hundred, arc fcouring the country from Mufchid
to the Cai'pian Sea ; and m the courfc of this lail year, a body of them, lefs than a

thoufand, had penetrated to the environs of Ifpahan. Such ads of unrellrained

violence, marked with every fpccies of barbaiity, will point out fome of the evils which

have at this day overwhelmed Ferfia, which mult remain funk in this inglorious obi'cu*

rity, until fome future hero (hall deftroy the prefent pigmy race, and raifing the

(Irudure of a new empire, (hall colled its ftrength, and impart to it vigorous

action.

All the towns, villages, and even the fmalleft lumlets in the northern divifion of

Perfia, though but at the diilance of half a mile from each other, are furroundeil whh
walls, which feem to have been ercded more as a Ihelter againd doicbellic rohbtTy and
tuivate feuds, than the ailauU of an enemy. In confidering the perpetual alarms,

foliciiuJe, and machinations, which mull ncccfTarily agitate the inhabitants of this region,

we are at a k>f« whether to conlider them more as objeds of reproach for the depravity

of their manners, or of pity, at viewing the ftate of national debafcmcnt, to which they

have been precipitated by the declenfwn of their empire.

On the 8th, at Shahroot, alfo called Buflan, four furfungs, a fuiall but populous

town. From Nowblchuckum, the road lay about welt to Towronc, whence it had, I

apprehend, a weft-by-north diredion to Shahroot *. The horfe which I had hired

from the hadji to carry me to Mavanderan, having died this day, I was detained on the

road to take care of my little chattels, which mult have been loft, had not fome of my
luiilah acquaintances each conveyed a portion, though their horfes were much jaded.

Palfing over a fertile weli-watend plain, which furrounds, to a wide fpace, the town
of Shahroot, I came late in the evening to the karavan&ra, where I found the Ghilan

find in poileirion of an apartment, which he had taken for our joint uie. The cold

was here extremely intenfe, and had readied the point which the Perfians, with a
peculiar force of cxprelfion, tojrm the Zerb Zimmiftan, the ftroke of winter. The
(how fell thickly about us, and the piercing north wind made every creature (brink from
its btad ; nor were there many cordials at hand to qualify thefe rigours.

* The Ttbrez pilgrim* left Shahroot, ahoiit fivt miltj to tkc r^Jit or w«ftward, and proceeded toward*

(heir owi) country by the wny of Sinvu iind Caibia.
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riring is fcarccr here than in any part of Khorafan ; it is of a bad quality forfuel, and

niuch of it is of a j^ro.-n wood. Our lodging had no aperture but the door, which the

fc-id, to fcrcen hiinl'clf from the cold, kt-pt fhut ; nor could my mod earned intreaty

obtain any opening for the difchaige of the fmoke. The only material differences

iiuleed exiting between U8, arofu from this, and another defpotic arrangement of the

fcid, which ufed to caufe fome warm dcbat''s«

It was my bufniers, being the more adivc member, to purchafe and bring in fuel,

and before day-light, to procure water and a light to warm the feid, and enable him to

perform the ablution preparatory to prayer, an omifllon of which he would have dreaded

as the precurfor of fome dire calamity. The feid confented to kindle the lire, an office

which I could never perform without fuffering acute pain in my eyes from the fmokc.

Thus were our labours, on principles fair enough, mutually divided ; but when we came
to enjoy the fruits of it, this defccndant of his prophet, wrapped in a large cloak made
of Ihcep ikins, would take fo unaccommodating a pod at, or rather over our fmall hre,

which was in a manner embraced by the extended Ikirts of his garment, that I received

no warmth ; and I (hould not have known that a fire was in the room, but for a pro-

fufion of fmoke. I never remem'ier to have fuffered fo much inconveiuency from the

cold ; nor could all my wardrobe, heaped at once on my body, keep me from Ihivering.

My anger would often break out to an extreme height at the feid's total feizure of the

tire-placij, and excited very impaflioned language : but which he never failed to allay,

by fetting forth that lu« was old and infirm, that he had foregone all his domedic com-
forts, which were many, to vifit, in the depth of winter, a dillant fhrine, and that in

confideration of a deed i'o meritorious, and alfo of his holy defceut, it was my duty to

aifid and indulge his wants.

My difpofition towards him, and a knowledge of mod of the fafts fet forth, made his

arguments unanfwerable ; and in return for the furrender of the hearth, I was invited

to Ghilan, where he promifcd to give me a wife out of his family, and fuitable provifion

for my maintenance. Such was the ordinary refult of our bickerings, and it always tended

to make the connection more cordial. In my little difputes on the road, the feid gave

me vigorous fupport, and when any particular enquiry was made about my perfon,

which it fometimes produced, he would immediately alVert that I belonged to him. I

have been received as his fon, by thofc who only knew us en paffiini ; nor dkl our ap-

pearancc difcredit the belief, for we were naturally of a fine complexion, of the fame
ilature, with greyiih eyes.

At Shahroot we were frequently vifited by a Mazanderan (hoemaker *, the mod:

effervefcent zealot that ever counted his beads or entered a mofque.- Having thrown

afide his tools and committed the diop to the management of his wife, he had laid out

the grcated portion of bis property on a horfe, and a large koran, and made the grand

tour of all the celebrated pilgrimages in Periia. But he grievoufly lamented that the

narrow date of his fortunes would not permit a vifitation at the holy tomb of his prophet,

which only could make his death eafy, and his affurance of heaven well founded. £x«
clufive of the ordained prayers, he pirafiifed many of a fubfidiary quality, which might

be termed the half notes of fuppHcation, and thefe were ineeflantly whined out with a
deep nafal tone, and fometimes when his fpirit was violendy agitated, he would dif-

charge them with a bellow, as if he n»eant to batter down the gates of Paradif&

by dorm.

• Tlie Porfiaa ({K>ernaIccrUDot,a)in I»(li9|«{(tirlowtdnuike«ftkepeoplr,biilclair«samongtbemolt

rfputabk tndifiniu of liie couulr)-.
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Tills fliooinnk«'r was a liitl" man, rxfrcnu'ly irafciblc, and thniigh Immprfv'tl in dovo-

tion, hf iliil not (ht-w tlu> riiiallell retnillion in the inanagemoiit of his ti'inponil con-

corns. In an ahercation with the fi'id, about the aJjufhnent of a very fmall acrnnnf,

not more than three halt-pence, ;i furious contell arofc which termm:Urd wholly In

favour of the lliotinaktr, hi» liin^niage, which run with an obftreperous fluency, flunned

andf:;reatly lirrihed my conpiiiiion, who hearing himfelf in a breath called Chridian,

Jew, and Infidel, fled from the contbat with precipitancy. This faid fhocmakor, by

an ill-timed ininilion, had difcovered me taking fome money out of my piirfe ; and

immediately retiring, declared to all the people of the karavanfera, that the kaflimirv,

my travelling name at (hat time, was poireiVed uf a large treafurc in gold and diamonds,

uhich he himfelf had feen.

Such a difcovery in a country governed even by the mod falutary laws, might have

endangered my property and perlon, but in this quarter of the world, where a man's

throat is often cut for the fee finiple of his cloak, it placed me in imminent peril. But th'.-

chain of favourable events, little llrengthened by my own merits, which had propifioufly

conduded mc from the banks of the Ganges, through many an unhofpitabic track, flill

continued to lead me on fafely.

Having no important matter to lay before you, I mud extend my egofifms, and in-

form you that Hadji Mahomed, havmg now arrived in the territory of the Mazandcian
chief, by whom he was favoured, threw off all referve ; he plainly told me, tLat,

inflead of looking to him for a future conveyance, I fhould think myfelf fortunate in

not being charged with the price of his horfe, and the damage done to his wares,

Seeing him equally empowered as difpofed to do me an injury, 1 cheerfully cancelled

my engagements with him, on the provifo of obtaining his protedion during the

journey to Mazanderan.

Shahroot, with its independent diftritls, including Nafirabad, pertains properly, I

believe, to the Khorafan divifion, though it now holds of AUerabad •, which with

Mazanderan and Ha/.aan-Tirreeb is governed by y\ga Mahomed Khan, one of the mofl

important chiefs now remaining in Perfia. 'i'he if n of Shahroot is fmall and furrounded

in fome parts with a (light earthen wall. 'I'ho Iioufes, from a want of wood, are built of

unbumt bricks, and covered with a flat ar 'i of tht fame materials.

Many people arc feen in this vicinity, whole nofes, fingers, and toes, have been

deftroyed by the froft, which is faid to be feverer at Shahroot than any part of Perfia.

'I'hc principal traffic of this dillrict arifes from the export of cotton, unwrought and

in thread, to Mazanderan ; and the returns from thence are made in Ruflian bar-iron

and fteel, a little broad-cloth, chiefly of Dutch manufadure, copper and cutlery.

Sugar, from its high price, being rarely ufed by the lower clafs of Perfians, they have

adapted to its purpofes a fyrup called Sheenih, made of the infpiffated juice of grapes
;

but it feemed to be of an irritating and inflammable quality ; and mod of them mix with

their food the expreffed juice of the four pomegranate, which makes a high flavoured

and falubrious acid.

On the 17th of January I joined a cotton kah ih, and proceeded \)] , '.,'ollah,

a fmall walled village, four furfu igs. 'ihe horfe which I had hir '' -'aal.:.)ot was

llroiig and well paced, and promiled to be a very valuable acquifition, as a great part of

the Mazanderan road lies over a mountainous country, covered with foreflf, and inter-

fected by rajj'J i*. reams.

• Sh.:hro'u '.' -,br"jton? hundred milo to llieeaftward of the town of Afterabad.

^ Dill ;• 'fi tJA. t.ic, fij-iifivo a village.
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At Dhch Mollah, the ftid uii> I were entertained with cordial hoipit.-»hty ; a benefit

wholly ai'cribcd to the inherent anJ contingent virlucu of my companion, who fr<.>m

ild'cent, as well as his late arduou , piigritnatre, had a two-fold claim on the bcncvoltmce

ot his countrymen. 1 (hotild bv ' ^icient iuUttHl in ordinary gratitude, did I nut feel

thf kindofliccs of this feid, who liuooiti','d the many inconveniences which often roQetl

my way, and procured for mc ccommodati ns not attainable by tnmmoii traveller*.

The fruits of this village, fome >u which were yet fffh, are in great crtimation, parti-

cularly the pomegranate, which it not inferior to that o{ lladjiabad. This qi/ \rter of

I'erfia produces a variety of vegetables, as < ibbages, carrots, peas, and turnips ; the lat-

ter of an excellent kind, and compofes, in tnc fualbn, a principal portio/i of the food

uf the inhabitants.

On rhe iBtli, at Tauck, a fmall fort, five and a half furfun^'i. This day an intenfe

To;*, A'hich had congealed all the (landing water, kept me Inivcring with cold during
(i,

. lirP -.-art of the journey. About eight miles to the fouth-eafl o[ I'auck, Hands, ou
u fpacit as plain, the town of Dumgam, whofc lofty minarets are feen at a great dillance.

'i^his plain has become famous, in the latter annals of Perfia, for .1 vidory obtained by
'.adir Shah, before the period of his fovereignty over the Afghan AfhrufT, who then

held poill'lfion of Ifpahan. The battle, which was feverc but Jecifive, twelve of thirty

thouiand Afghans being, it is faid, either killed or taken, advanced Nadir high in the

elLiination ot Shah Thamas, who was prefent in the adion. iVs .: diflinguiflied mark
of his favour, and one of the moft honourable which the Perfian prmces ufed to confer

on a fubjed, he permitted Nadir to be denominated the royal 11 \ e, by the title of

Thamas Kuli*.

It would afford me a fenfiblc pleafure, were I enabled to point ou to you any mo-*

numents of the former grandeur and magnificence of the I'eifian ei .pire, which has

been feen to run a long courfe of glory, and to often combat with fu eel's the legions

of Rome ; yet where are now the Roman eagles that were wont to ftui the world with

the cry of vidory ? Where are now the Heeled bands of Perfia, wlo infulted the

corfe of a Roman general and exhibited a captive Cailar, as a gazing ftoc k to barbarous

nations ? They have been fmote by the deftrudive hand of time, which points with

derifion at their puny race, and at the inflability of human power. It i.- in the fouth

of Perfia, where the relics of its ancient grandeur are to be fought, but evi n there, the

mif-fhapcn ruins of Babylon and Perfepolis faintly nurk. the prifline gi indeur. and
coflly tafte of its princes.

The upper provinces, though affording the grand fupply o brave and hardy foldiers,.

were rarely vifited by the luxurious monarehs of Perfia, who, dreading tl - bleak air

and barren afped of the north, eftablifhed their refulence in milder climates, whither

they carried trie improvenients of knowledge, and the refinements if art. Among
the inftitutions Nefl fitted to give permanency to the Perfian empire, were " invefled

with individual t ivereignty, policy would urge the removal of its capital to Ihorafan,

famous for the lalubrity of its air, and the military ability of its inhabitants. Its fitua.

tion is alfo well adapted for checking the incurfions of the Tartar and Afghan lations }.

and it pofTefTes a city t, held by the Perfians in enthufiaflic reverence.

Ifpahan and Shiraz, feated in the centre of a country enjoying a foft ferenitv of air>.

and replete with the various incitements to luxury, mull foon enervate their inhabitants,

and promote the influence of corruption. The Perfians fay, that Kareem Khan, one

* Tliii event, whictiit mciitioucd in Fmicr't account of l{ailir Shah, happened in the year i zq.

I Mufchid.
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of the late chiefs of the fouthern provinces was often urged by his ofiicers to carry liIs

arms into Khorafan, a conquefl: which would neceflarily have given him the fupreme
<lominion of Perfia ; but, though brave and enterprising, he had too long hidulged in

the pleafures of Shiraz, and ufed to palliate his reludance to the propofed expedition,

by obfci*ving that, after the long and dangerous fiege of a I'lnall fort, nothing would be
found in it but a few bags of chopped llraw for his horfc. Yet he muft have been
aware that Khorafan would have reinforced his army with thofe foldicrs who empowered
Nadir to expel the Turks and Afghans from Perfia, and overthrow the empire of India.

The northern regions were long the nurfery of a hardy and predatory militia, who,
from their bleak plains and mountains, were wont to pour their force upon the nations

of the fouth, but who, in their turn, felt the force of fiercer and more barbarous tribes,

until continued emigrations walled the Hock, and withheld the power of foreign

conqueft.

On the 19th tl Kilhutau, five and half furfungs, an open village fituatc on the de-

clivity of a hill. This day's journey led over a gradual afcent, interfperfed with low

wood, and fcattered fpaces of arable land. This being the laft ftation on the road

where bread is to be procured on ihe call fide of the Mazanderan limits, I procured a

neceflary fupply.

On the aoth at Killaufir, five and a half furfungs, a range of ruined buildings, on an
eminence, a mife's diftance to the northward of the fniall village of Hirroos. The pro-

prietor of my horfe, a earner, went out of the road from this place to vifit his family

refidence, and wiflied much to carry me with him ; the deviation from our track being

but (hort, I had confentcd to the propofal, and was about turning into the path which
led to his village, when Hadji Mahomed arrived and prevented me.

As this was among the very few marks of gixxlnds which 1 experienced from the

hadji, to notice it is but fimple juftice to his character, of which, perhaps, you are

already imprefled with an ill opinion. Taking me afide, he enjoined me, in a manner
which evinced an honeft concern, not, on any pretence, to proceed to the carrier's

village ; that the ftory of the (hoemaker had circulatctl a general belief of my great

wealth, and that the carriers had been heard in concerting fchemcs to rob, and even

deftroy me ; that if fuch was their dcfign, there were few actions, he ohferved, however
atrocious, which thefe men would not perpetrate when plunder was the obje<it ; and

that the fituation of the village, which was detached, and inhabited only by their families,

would equally facilitate the purpofe, as preclude a difcovery.

This reprefentation determined me againft leaving the party ; but having before coii-

fented to accompany the carrier, to whom the caufe of the rehifal could not be afligned,

I impofed the talk upon the hadji, who immediately making it his own bufineis, told the

carrier, in a ftem tone, that, as 1 was under his charge, he would not permit me to be

fcpanted from him. Though the carrier continued to urge his purpole by a long and
flrcnuous argument, he was over-ruled by the hadji, who, by fome degree ol coinpnl-

fion, configned my horfe to the charge of another porfon. As we rode on, the liaiiii

congratulated my near eficape from a combuiation Xvhich mull have Ixien fatal to niv

perlon, or deprived me of my property, for that many robberies were commitrc J in

thefe parts, and ufually accomp;inied by murder.

This night I lodged in the remains of a bath, which feemed to huve pertained to loine

place of greater note, than the appearance of xhe ajtiacent niiis inilicatt?d. I'he Cihiian

fejd had not joined mv in the hitter part oi the journey, iiccoiJiiig to a ufageohl r\,il

by US for adjufting the concerns of our e\'cniBg meal, hut nvore prudently woi t id

Jlirroosj where he was well received. Being now habiiuated to t'.ic fcid's comp.nn,
J
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which had become equally amufiiig and convenient, for even our little difputcs had a rifihle

tendi'iicy, 1 iVniibly felt its lols. I'hough f)ur acquaintance was of fiich fhort duration,

I already began to cdecm this man as a trulty friend ; fo natural and iiuinediate is the

propenfity to cleave to what gives us folace, and n.-lieves our anxiety ; nor is any objeft

more completely veiled with this property than a pleafant com])anion.

Cordial connexions, and the interchange of good offices, no where make a quicker

progrefs than in the courfe of a journey. Travellers, aware of the approach of a period

whi.-h is to caufe a general, probably a final feparation, occupy, to the bell advantai^e,

tlie limited extent of their allociations ; and as few felfifh views have time to fpring up,

tnele contingent compacts ufually abound in good humour and good faith. In India

thev have in common circulation, as a fentence expreflive of the pleafures arifing from

curiory focieties, and parties cafually formed, " Enjoy this meeting as a gift fnatched

from fate ; for the hour of departure (lands on your head." Being now about to enter

a province different, in its afpeft and produftion, from that of Khorafan, I will here

draw the line of divifion, which may be done with the more propriety at Killaufir, as

it will alfo mark the eadern limit of llazaar Jireeb *, a fmall diftrid dependent on
Mazanderan.

From Shahroot, the road has nearly a weftcrn diredion, through a country generally

open. Low hills are alfo feen at wide intervals. The foil is a mixture of land and

earth, and well cultivated as far as the vicinity of Killantau, where the vallies become

more contracted, and leave but fmall fpaces for agriculture. The fides of the hills

are chiefly appropriated to the paflures of Iheep, which are numerous and of an excel-

lent kind.

On the 2 1 ft at Challoo, four furfungs, a fmall cpen village, on the eaftem fide of

the bale of a fteep hill, and clofe on the brink of a rapid ftream, which was dafhed with

a bold and beautiful eftcft on the rocks that lay thickly fcattcred in its bed. We had

now entered a country overfpread with mountains and lorells, in which were many oak

trees, but their dwarfifh appearance fhewcd that they wanted a kinder foil and climate.

At Challoo, the feid largely reaped the fruits of his pilgrimage and his facred defcent.

lie and conlequcntly his aflbciate, for he never failed to dl.ide with me the good things

that fell to his lot, were lodged in a mofque, and hofpitably treated by the inhabitants,

who fupplied us, in the firil inflance, with great (lore of fuel, which enabled us to hold

out againd a heavy florm of fnow and a piercing north wind ; and without which,

indeed, our fpacious and airy apartments mud have been untenable.

It was with pleafure I again law an open village ; it exhibited a ruftic fimplicity and

a peaceful confidence, which I think could not have exided within a rampart. The

inhabitants alfo, if their kindneis to us has not biiilled me too much in their favour,

ifcined to be more civilized iuid humane than the people of Khorafan. The houles here

are built with fiat roofs, fupportcd with large beams, wliich tlie adjacent foreds pk-nti-

fiilly fupply. A continuance of the ftorm detained us on the 22d at Challoo, where we

fjund no abatement of the h(jfj)itality of the inhabitants, who furniihed every thing that

cuuld render our fituation commodious.

On the 2vU i" ^^e morning, our party moved and penetrated through a moun-

t;\lnous country, interfered with rivulets, and clofely coviTod with large trees, which

heing drippid of their leaves, I could not afcertain the ditlerent fpecie;., niu' could tl\e

ci^rriers, whole only knv)\\lcdge leems to coniiil in driving horfcs. Ihilti'd, at the dif-

;,uice of five furfungs from Challoo, imder fbme trees, about one hundred yards from

* Hiiiaar, in the PiilW, rijr.ififs a tiKuinind, aiul jircib, n ir.caruver.ii.'ut of hvnJL
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the fide of the road, where we kept a large fire burning throughout the night ; not;

for deterring the attack of wild beads, which are not numerous in thcfe woods, but to

qualify the intcnfe coldnel's of the air.

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs through the foreft. In the evening, while I

was riding alone, the party, which had proceeded a ftiort way before me, turned quickly

into the wood, and came to their ftation-ground. It was in vain that I endeavoured to

trace any marks of men or horfes ; for the ground to a great extent was ftrewed with

leaves. My horfe, on having for fome time loft fight of the party, became reftlei's, and
I thought much terrified. It neighed inceiVantly, and though a willing aftive animal,

would not move in any diredion but with reludance. My fituation grew alarming ; it

was growing dark, and I found myfelf bewildered in an immenfe foreft, with fcarcely

the hope of obtaining relief during that night.

In fearch of a fpot to faften the hone, and lay myfelf down, good fortune threw in

my way two men, who were driving a loaded bullock and an afs. Without noticing my
cmbarralTment, which they might have made an ill ufe of, or even making any enqui-

ries, I learned that a part of the kafilah had proceeded on the road which they were
purfuing, and going with them about two miles, I found Hadji Mahomet, with fome
other palfengcrs, refreftiing themfelves on a fmall plain, Ikirted by a ftream of water.

The proprietor of the horfe, who had followed, exprefled much difpleafure at my quit-

ting him, which he afcribed to the council of the hadji, whom he fpoke of with a fneer,

and laughed at the fort of protedion which I had chofen.

On this night was feen by moft of the paiTengers, a ftar, with a bright illuminated

tail, which I apprehend, from its form and quick motion, muft have been a comet.

Hadji Maliomet now became profufe in his offers of fervice ; he promifed me every

accommodation at Mazanderan, as a fupply of clothes, for I was ill apparelled, a proper

place of lodging, and to difpatch me with fafety to the quarter of my deftination.

This man, though one of the moft acute and knowing of his feft, did not feem to en-

tertain any idea of my being a Chriftian
;

yet he fufpeded the truth of my narrative,

or rather, he did not believe a word of it ; but imagined that I was a trader in jewels,

which were concealed about my perfon.

Defirous of knowing the ftate of the Ruflian navigation on the Cafpian Sea, I had

fought the information witli too much earneftnefs, which created a fufpicion at Shah-

root, that I was a Ruflian, efcaped from the captivity of the Tartars, and returning to

my own country. But this conjecture ccafed, when it was known that I had come from

the caftern fide of Perfia.

On the 14th, proceeded five furfungs through the froft. The greateft part of this

day's journey lying over fteep hills of a moilt clayey foil, became ot difficult accefs to

our cattle. The carricrs.of this roa'l ulually employ mares for the conveyance of mer-

chandize, being more tradable thati ftallions, and requiring lefs attendance. They are,

indeed, as quiet as any domellic animal, and though feeding at large during the night,

they never flrayed from the vicinity ^f the ftation.

On returning this evening from a linall excurfion into the foreft, I found that my
Ghilan affociate had left his quarter, and gone over to the perfon who has been before

mentioned, as the travelling afliftant of Hadji Mahomet. He wasalfo a native of Ghi-

lan, well known to the leid, and being ftout and hale, had previoufly to their departure,

agreed to be the feid's afFiftant during the pilgrimage ; it was a concern of moment to

this old infinn man, in the various accidents to which a long and harraffing journey

was liable, to have fb capable a c(imj)anion ; and the Ghilanee, to corroborate the

fuicority of his ofler, had formally pledged hinifclf on the koraii. There was every

7 reafoa
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rcafon to credit the feld's relation of this compaft, for he was an inviolable obferver of

the truth, and I have myfelf often witnefled the ill treatment which he experienced

from his countryman. But being now near home, where a retaliation might be feared, he

had aflumed fo genuinely the femblance of contrition, that in the fpace of my (hort ab-

fcncc, the feid's full forgivcncfs was obtained, and tho promife of future union. On
feeing me, the feid fecmed cmbairaircd, but faid nothing, and while I was preparing a

{lender fupper, my attention was roufcd by a loud noife of altercation from the Ghilan

quarter, where I faw a furious debate waging between the members of the new alliance.

The old pilgrim foon returned to me, entreating, with many confeflions of his credulous

folly, to occupy his former llation.

On the 25th completed, in a journey of five furfungs, the paffage of the foreft, and

halted on its wcfterii edge. This day we frequently croffed the Mazanderan river,

which, after winding in various direftions, takes a north-weft courfe through the flat

quarter of the province, and fails into the Cafpian Sea at Mufchid Sir. This ftream is

rapid among the hills, but fordable for laden horfes. And on reaching the plains, it

flows with an cafy current;. At a toll-houfc within the fkirt of the forell, the merchants

paid a fmall duty, and I was affefied a few pence on the fcore of being a ftranger.

Ill my way through this cxtenfive foreft, I did not fee the veftige of a habitation, nor

any culture, except feme very narrow ftrips of land, thinly interfperfed at the bafe of

the hills. But the vallies now opened and exhibited a pleafing pidure of plenty and

rural quiet. The villages all open and neatly built ; the verdant hills and dales, encir-

cled by ftreams of delicious water, prefented a fcene that gave the mind ineffable djlight.

The air, though in winter, was mild, and had the temperature of an Englifh climate in

the month of April. This change of weather, effedled within fo fhort a fpace of time,

arifes from the low fituation of the province, its near vicinity to the Cafpian Sea, and the

Ihi-lter of the adji^cent mountains, 'i'he fheep in numerous flocks were feeding on all

fides ; but they are of a lefs fize than thofe of Khorafan, and have not the large pon-

derous tail which is peculiar to this animal in the countries lying between the Indus and

the eaftern confines of Mazanderan ; neither is their flefli fo fat or well tafted.

On the 26th at Sari, three furfungs, a fortified town, and the refidence of Aga Ma-
homed Klmn, the chief of Mazanderan, Aflerabad, and fome diftrifts fituate in Khorafan.

The country in this day's journev was flat and woody, interfperfed with fmall ftreams,

and bounded to the north-eaft and fouth-weft by a low range of hills. The kafilah

having haltitl about two miles to the fouthward of Sari, the feid and I walked into the

town, which w- found had grievoufly fuffercd by the effeds of a late fire. We were

flopped at the pate guard, which was under the charge of an AbyfTmian flave*, who. after

making theconui.on enquiries, pirmitted us to pafs. The market of Sari is plentifully

fupplied with i^rovifions, among which is feen the grey mullet, a fifh abounding in all the

rivers which fall into the Ibuthern fliore of the Cafpian Sea,

Sari is rathe r a fmall town, but crowded with inhabitants, many of whom are mer-
chants of credit, who refort thither for the purpofe of fupplying the chief and his officers

with articles of foreign produce. A focietyof Armenians is ertablifhed inthevicinity of the

* A iKitiveof this qiiaitirof Africa is di-i.nmiiiatcil Hubflii, among the Mahometans, and is licld in higli

cftiniatiiin in Afia, for a iiippoii'd cliaraticrillic fidehty to the iervice in which lie is employed. AbylTiiii-

aiis are f'eqiiently leen ahont tlie perfons of I'rinces, wliere they hold tlations of conlidence. And at tlie

Porte, as cunuciis, ihey are eiitru'led with the whole interior management of the imperialliaram. The
females of tliis trihe, thongh difieiont in thofe external charms, which are fo eagerly fought after by the

Mahonutaiis, and wiiich, indeed, dillnfe plealnre among all the fons of men, arealfo greatly priijcd for many
doniellic virtues, and cfpcciully for their tluillily.
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town, VI 'lore they exercifo a various traffic, and nianufaflure a fpirit difli'lcd from grapes,,

of which Aga Mahomed drinks freely, though his habit does not fceni to operate to the

prejudice of th? people. This chief has the rep itation of being attentive to bufinefs,

and of polTefling an extenfive capacity, which is, indeed, obvious to common notice^

throughout all pavtsof his government. The walls of the town are kept in good con-

condition, and the ditch though narrow is deep, and fufficiently tenable againft any force

now exifting in this country.

A palace has been lately built at Sari, of commodious neat ftrufture, though of
limited fize, and has a more compaft appearance than any building which I have feen

in Perfia. The front is occupied by a (mall efplanade, on which are mounted three

pieces of cannon, with carriages of good workmanlhip, fixed on three wheels. Aga
INIahomed, a Perfian, of the Kajar tribe •, is about fifty years of age, and the Ton of

Muintaz Khan f, who in the diflraftions which involved Perfia, fubfequcnt to the death

of Nadir Shah, flood forth among the various competitors for the throne, and was, for

a fhort period, declared head of the empire, by a large party of the people. But he was
ultimately compelled to yield to the fuperior force of Karecm Khan, by whom lie was
put to death. The family of Mumtaz Khan falling alfo into the hands of the conqueror,

he deprived Aga Mahomed, the cldeft fon of virility. I am not enabled to give you
any fatisfadlory information of the events which promoted the enlargement of this chief,

and in "quick gradation inverted him with the polTellion of an extenfive territory.

In a country where the evolutions and caprice of fortune are exhibited in infinite

muiiiplicity, and her wheel whirls with a velocity that confounds obfcrvation ; where
the flave of the morning is often ieen at noon exalted on the ruins of his mailer, it be-

comes a perplexed difgulling tafK, to trace the ffeps which lead to honours and power

;

nor does it adequately reward the inquiry of realon. Such tranfitions may be fummarily

afcribed to the general depravity of a people, who unrellrained by laws, or even the

habits of jurticc, give a loofe to every impulfe, which promifes the gratification of am-
bition, avarice, or revenge.

Aga Mahomed has become, fince the death of Karecm Khan, the mofl powerful chief

of Perfia. lie has many brothers, one of whom, Jaffier Kooly, governs Balfrofh, the

principal town of Mazaiuieran ; but his conduct is narrowly watched, and his authority

lo limited, that he cannot ilfue a pallport to a Ruffian trading vellel without the alTent

of A^a Mahomed. The forces of this chief, on occafions of fervice, may amount to

fifteen thoiifand cavalry, which were embodied in the courfe of the lafl year, when he

overrun CJhilan, and plundered Reflul, the relidenceof Ifyde;u Khan, the ruler of the

province, who with his family and treafure fought refuge in the RuHian fadory of En.
zillee + until the Mazandtran troops had evacuated the country.

It appears that Aga Mahomed is preparing another attack, which is thought will

fpeedily be efi'ided, unlffs he is deterred by the power of the Rufli;uis, who having

long derived extenfive ;id\antages from the commerce of Ghilan, feem difpofcd to

efpoufe its cnufe. Aga Mahomed is at this time the only PcHian chief bordering on
the Cafpian Sia, whom the empire of Ruflia has yet made tributary, or rendered fub-

fervient to its policy.

• A word in the provincial langn.-'gr of Marandirran, fiirnifyinp s rebel or a dcferter, aiitl tht namr of an

extciifivf tnl)". I lii( fly ^ffnlin^j in Mu/aidtraii and A llir.ihad. l,ike tlip Rajaiipoots of India, the Kajars

arc iifiially (Icvotfd to tlic piotttnm i.f aiinji, and tlii'y coiiijjofe the largcll portion oftlif foldicry of tlicfc

provinces. Tliry arc n'fiiiioncd l,y Mr. Hailway ill Ilia illation of liis liaiifaclions ut Allcrabad.

+ Hi' WIS ta!'. d l'"i''l.ih /\!i Kli;in.

I ijituale uear tLv border ur tliv Cafpian Sia, about Ax miles to the northward of Rcflid.
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About a year ago a fmall Ruflian fquadron arriving at AfhrofF, a capacious bay on
the Afterabad fliore, the commanding oificcr dircftcd a large building to be conftrufted

near the fliore, for the purpofe of accommodating his crew, and probably to lay the

bafis of fome future plan. \\ hen the building was nearly finiflied, Aga Mahomed, to

whom this procedure had given alarm, invited the commodore, an inexperienced young-

man, with his officers, to an entortainmcnt given at Afterabad, on the celebration of

fome Mahometan feftival. Many of the Ruflians, with their officers, went to the Perfian

fcaft, where they wore fiiddenly feized and put into confinement. Aga Mahomed then

affefted to exprcfs much refentmeiu at the conduft of the Ruffians, in having erefted,

without permiffion, fo large and folid a building in this country. It was in vain that

the Ruffian expatiated on the treachery of the ad, and fo glaring a violation of

hofpitality. He was refolutely anfwered, that unlefs his men were direfted to de-

moliih the building, the party fliould be detained in prifon, and,, perhaps, meet with a

worfe fate.

The commodore, dreading the efFe£ls of this threat, difpatched the neceflary orders

to the fquadron ; and when the work was performed, he and his companions were
releafed. The officer was foon after difmilfed from the command of the Cafpian

fquadron, and baniihed from the court. The Emprefs feverely cenfured his breach of

military condud, which, on account of youth, and a regard for his family, (he ob-

ferved had not been noticed with the deferved punifliment. Aga Mahomed lately

received an addrefs from the Ruffian government, threatening him, it is faid, with a

fevcre vengeance for the infult oiFered to their flag, unlefs he m?jde a fpeedy atonement.

But it does not fccm that this chief is difpofed to fliew any refped to the requifition ;

and if credit is to be given to a general rumour, another deicent on Ghilan may be foon

expeded, the probability of which is corrobrated by a prohibition of all intercourfe witlv

the inhabitants of that province.

On the 27th we left Sari, and proceeding five furfungs, through a' country inter-

fperfed with plain and foreft, halted on the (kin of a wood near the high road. At
half the diftancc of this day's journey, crofled a fordable ftreain, which runs to the

left or north-weft, and falls into the Maamderan river. The carriers were ftopped at

the paflTage, and ordered to convey on their horfes a quantity of ftones, and place thera

in certain fwampy parts of the great road, leading from Sari to Balfrofti ; which, it is faid,

was firft; conftruded by Shah Abbas, and appears to have been cut through a foreft.

At three miles to the fouthward of our laft night's halting place', we paflicd through

the fmall village of Alhabad, which has a daily market wel^ I'upplied with bread, cheefe,

and fuch provifions as are adapted to the refrefliment of travellers, for the ufc of whom
it feems to have been wholly eltabliflied.

On the agth ofJanuary our party arrived at Balfrofli, four and a half fuifungs. The
road this day was the worft I ever had travelled on, and required, in the winter feafon,

continued labour to make it paflable. Though deep ditches are extended on each fide,

and drains cut acroft;, to carry oft" the extraordinary moifture of the loil, we proceeded

with much difliculty and hazard. The carriers, at certain ftations were required to

deliver their refpedive portions of ftones, and the defaulters, among whom I was
claffi.'d, were detained by the officers of government ; here I might have incurred a long

delay, had not thi- Gillian i'eid interpofed his good offices for me as a pilgrim and his

friend. It was then foon feen in what a favourable light we were beheld. Our hands

were even killed in revercnco. The proprietor of my horfe having no religious virtues

to plead, and his quantity of ilones being found very infufficient, he was not permitted

to pals
J
and while he, with many other s, were endeavouring to qi^lify tlic demand,
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tbe fcid and I agreed to proceed to Balfrofli, that we might be IheUered againft the

weather, which this day had fet in with drifts of fniall rain and a fevere cold.

In hi^li anticiparion of the piealures in ftore for us at the capital, we were overtaken

by the carrier who foaming with rage, at this my fecnnd defertion, as he termed it,

acciifcd me of an attempt to (leal his mare. Nor was his paflion allayed, until I pro-

mifed him a hirgc dilh of pillaw, to be ready at his arrival in Balfrofh.

At the dillance of two miles on the fouth fide of the town, is feen a fmall ifland

in the river, where Sliah Abbas cretled a palace, whofe roof, with the bridge of com-
munication, his idtelv been applied by the governor of Balfrofli to fonie donieltic

purpofes. After paying double the llipulated hire, and the fine in pillaw, I difcharged the

carrier, who, like all tiiofe of his profeflion within my knowledge, was an arrant knave.

But knavery conftitutes a grand branch of his profefTion, and docs not heavily aHedt

the purfe of the traveller, wiio, if he wiflies to journey on with comfort, and have his

name pulled, (hould heartily feed his carrier; and, as the commgn nature of man
requires indulgence, occafionally wink at his roguery. Not to govern too much has

been a maxim of long Handing in the policy of nations, nor is it lefs neccflary to the

wellare and quiet of donullic oeconomy.

At Balfrolh I was informpu that three RufTian velTels were lying in the road of

Mufchid Sir, and would fail in a few days to Baku*. It now behoved me to aft

warily, and to wind up with difcretion an adventure which had hitherto bjcn fucc jlsful,

and had at this place reached a crifis, which mull either produce a happy or a dangerous

ilTue. To iliis period I had alTumed, with good fortune, the Mahometan tharacter,

without which the journey, I think, could not have been performed, cfpecially from

Turlhiih 10 the Calpian Sea. I had been admitted, without referve, into the fociety of

Mahometans, and had lived at the fame board with the mod zealous and fcrupulous, fome
being now on the fpot, would, on a difcovery of my perfon, invetcrately refent the

deceit. It was firfl: expedient to quiet the mind of the fcid, who, lodging in the fame

apartment, muft ncceflarily become acquainted with my departure. Telling him that

I was going to make a pilgrimage at a tomb f, much ref(jrted to by the Perfians, in

the vicinity of Mufchid Sir, and leaving a few things which would be ufeful, I bade

him adieu with an air of unconcern, yet breathing a fdent, fervent wifli, that this

old man, whom I was never to fee again, might experience every good in the diipenfation

of I'rovidence.

Mufmg on the fcenes which of late had been fhifted with a rapid diverfity, and

on the fingular, yet interefling connecHons which I had formed in the courfe of my
journey, I travelled onto Mufchid Sir; a fcattered village, fituate on the cadorn

bank of the Mazanderan river, about ten miles diftant from Btlfrofli, and two from

the Cafpian Sea. On feeing the Ruflian quarter, I fent back a horfe which I had

hired, and prefented myfelf to a perfon who was pointed out to me as the mailer of a

Ruflian vtllll ; but he did not underfland any language that I Ipoke. To obviate this

embarrall'menr, an interpreter was called in, ami being informed that he was a

Ruilian, I related mv (lory without referve; that 1 was an Knglifli gentleman, who,

from motives of curiofity and pleafure, had travelled from Bengal, through the

northern parts of India and I'erfia, and that I now intended to proceed by the way of

Rullia to r.ngland.
'1 he linguill exprelTed furprize at the relation, which he feemed to doubt ; but a

repetition, accompanied with tiiat confidence which only arifes from truth, noticing

" A port on the wcdcm coaft of the Cafpian *^ea.

\ Tlic piace of interment of a fonof Mouza Kaxim, one of the twelve Imaiitns of the Perfians.

alfo



EXTRACTS FROM FORSTEr's TRAVELS RELATING TO PERSIA. 319

alfo that I was enabled to reward any good office, gave my relation credit, at leaft

with the Ruffian. The mailer agreed to convey me to Baku, whither his velTel was

configncd ; and obferved, that the commanding officer of a frigate lying at that port,

would give the neccffary diretlions for my future procedure. The matter being thus

happily arranged, I was invited to partake of a mefs of fifh-broth, ferved up in a large

wooden bowl ; of which the mailer, fix or feven failors, and myfelf, made a hearty

meal ; to me it was a regale ; both from its being really a favoury one, and from the man-

ner of participation, to which 1 had been long a ftranger.

The Ruffian habitations at Mufchid Sir, are rudely conftrufted, and far from being

clean. The fides are about five feet high, and compofed of branches of trees, twilled

between flakes, Ihick at fmall dirtances in the ground ; and the roof is of thatched

llraw. The furniture, equally fimple and coarfe, confifts offome narrow wooden beds,

a long board, raifed in the centre to eat at, and a few ftools, or buckets inverted, to fit

on. But the praftice of living hard, in all its variations, from eating Hale barley

bread to fleeping on inow, had formed me into a complete veteran, fo that the Ruffian

cabin, with its alTemblage of rough utonfils, was to my fight a garnilhed hotel. And,^

the knife, wooden fpoon, and platter, luxuries of a fuperior order.

In the firft days of my refidence at this place, I fenfibly experienced a refrefhment

of mind and body. I had been accullomed to rife in the morning before day-break,

with my hands and feet generally benumbed with cold, when after packing my baggage,

I was obliged to take a part in the bufinefs of the camel-driver or the carrier j nor did

the end of the day's journey often bring with it more than the bared accommodation,

or afford me much matter of intelleflual gratification. But thefe inconveniencies were

all done away, and my meals, as my fleep, became falutary and regular. Being thus

relieved from labour, anxiety, and the inceffimt tafli of fupporting a feigned charafter,

I thought myfelf happy ; and as happinefs largely arifes from comparifon, and the

cxcurfions of fancy, to which I now gave an ample fcope, this was, perhaps, the

moft pleafurable period of my life.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE KINGDOM OF KARA2M *.

BETWEEN Great Tatary on the north, and Tibet, India, and Perfia on the fouth,

there runs a long traftof land extending from the great Kobi, or defart on the north,

weft part of China, weftward as far as the Cafpian Sea. This country is fituated in

a fandy defart, with which it is furrounded ; or rather is itfelf a vaft fandy defart,

interfperfed with mountains and fruitful plains, well inhabited and watered with

rivers.

Nature feems to have divided this region into three large parts, fcparated from one
another by the intrufion of the defart, and known at prefent in thefe wcftern parts,

by the names of the countries of Karazm, Great Bukharia and Little Bukharia f.

The original inhabitants, who are very different from the Tartars, were always great

traders ; and caravans frequently pafs through their lands from India and Perfia to

China : but as they have been little vifited by Europeans, we had fcarcc any account

of them, but what is met wth in the tranflations and cxtrads from the oriental writers,

till Mr. Bentink, often quoted before, obliged the public with his notes on Abu'lghazJ
Khan's genealogical hifEory of the Tatars. To thefe funds are we beholden for all

our materials, except what little may be picked out of the travels of our Anthony
Jenkinfon to Bokhara ; Benedict Goes from India to China ; anil the author of the

dcfcription of the countries about the Cafpian Sea, added to Tavcniier's travels.

I

, \

SECT. I.— The Situtilioti, Soil, Rivers, and Lakes ofKarazm. ^—Name and Bounds .•—

Soil and Produce : — excellent Melons :— Rivers.— The Amu changes its Cotirfe.—'

yhe Khefil .• — its Courfe turned.— Expeditions of Beekoic-itz to the Khefil. — The
KharCs Artifce to aifnare him :— he is cut off.— Lah of Aral affords much Salt.—
Situation and Extent.

KARAZM, or Karezm, as this country is called by Abu'lghazi Khan, and the

Perfian writers, is pronounced by the Arabs Khowarazm : which name is as ancient

as the time of Herodotus, who calls it Khorafinia, and after him Ptolemy.

This kingdom at prefent is bounded on the north by the country of Turkoftan, and

the dominions of the Grand Khan of the Eluths, or Kalmuks ; on the ea(t by Great

Bukharia, from which it is feparated pai-tly by the mountains of Irdcr \, and partly

• Green's Coll. vol. iv. p. 476.

I Sec Abu'l^liazi'n iliftory of the Turks, &c. p. 364.
f The lull is now fubjcifl to Ciii;in.

by
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by tlic dcfarts of Karak and Ga/:nah ; on tlic fu\itli by tlm provinces of Aftarubad and
Klioral'an', in IVrlla, Ironi whicii it is feparat.'d liy tlic river Amu 'nd Tandy defaits

of a vail extent ; and on the weft by the Cafpian Sea.

It may be about 440 lailcs in length from north to fouth, and 340 from weft to

caft ; being litiiatcd between the 29th and 4.6th degrees of latitude, and the 71ft and
78th degrees of longitude. The eountry, aecording to a late geographical author, con-
fids mollly of very wide, extended, fandy plains, like thofc of Great Tatary, part of

them barren del'arts, antl others ail'ording excellent pafturo, with but few mountains

or riv( rs. There is good land in ieveral provinces, where vines grow, of which wine
is made ; and the water-melons of Karazm are famous'. Bcntinck fays the country

is cxtremcl) fertile where watered '.

The melons of this country, called by Abu'lghazi, arbus , are the true water-

melons, of the fii:e of ordinary gourds, or pompions, common'y round, and green on
the outfide, but within of a much deeper colour than the common melons ; though
fome are perfeftly white, but they are not the beft : their feed is quite black, fhaped

like that of the pompion, but rounder, tranfparent, and difperfed all through the

fruit J
the whole of which is eaten, excepting the rind and the feed. The fubflancc

is much finer, and better relifhed, than that of ordinary melons : it is exceeding

cooling, and one may eat as much as he will without the lead: danger. This frmt

will keep a long time ; on which occafion our author obferves, that they carry them
from Aftrakan (where they are near as good as in Karazm) to St. Peterftjurg, foi

the court of Ruflia ; and that they are as good in the middle of winter, as in their

feafon ; but he adds, that they gather them green, and that they ripen afterwards^
Karazm owes all its fertility, in a manner, to three rivers, and a great lake : the

rivers are called Amu, Khefel, and Sir. The Amu, as it is called by the Uzbeks and
Perfians, is the Jihun *, of the Arabs, and Oxus of the ancients, has its fource to

the north-north-eaft of the kingdom of Kafhmir, toward the borders of Little Bukharia,

in thofe high mountains which feparate it from the dominions of the ^Great Mogul.

It crolTes the fouthern part of Great Bukharia from eaft to weft, then winding north-

eaftward along the borders of that country, enters Karazm, and croffing it obliquely

forty leagues from its mouth, it divides into two branches ; that on the left turning

weftward, difchargcs itfelf into the Cafpian Sea ', towards the borders of the province

of Aftarabad in Perfia : but the right-hand branch, which paflfed heretofore by the

city of Urjenz, and met the fea " twelve leagues to the north of the former, about

eighty years ago quitted its ancient channel, fix leagues from the place where it

feparated from the other arm ; and changing its courfe more to the north, threw

itfelf into the river Khefel, on the other fide of the little town of Tuk : fo that its old

channel, before the city of Urjenz, is at prefent quite dry, which has greatly In re

that city.

The Amu abounds vrith all f<n-ts of excellent fifli, and its fides are the moft charming

in the world. On its banks grow thofe excellent melons, and other delicious fruits,

fo much elteemcd in Periia, the Indies, and Rullia, whither they are carried.

The river Khefel, Khefil, or Kefil, as the Uzbeks name it, rifes in the mountains,

to the north-eaft of the province of Sogd, or Samai'kant •, and running north-weft

Kocmi)fer confoiiiuU KliorJifan with Khowarazm. Amarnit. Exut. p. 135 Short Way toIximiiJit'r i*nmnimt3 i^iiuiniaii »ii.ii i-^uuwaiu/.ui* i-xiujctm. i..AuVt jJt *05* oaoii >\ ay iw

know tlio World, or a Coiiipi:i;diiim ot Modt-rn (it-nfrrapr.y, in oiitavo, 1745, ]>-iS3- ^ Hiftory of

the Turks, &<;. p. 419. * P. 284, and by Jcnkinfoii, karbiis. * Hiftory of tb** Tnrks, i<cc.

p. 433, ft fcq. " So Abrigli.iv.i KliHii calls it Alo, p. 119 of his hiftory, ' Perhaps at a

place" called Mankiflilak' » U fell into the Gulf of Ualkan.

VOL. IX. T r between
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between the Amu and the Sir, falls into the lake of Aral, fifty or fixty milea after It

has been joined by the Amu. 'I'lu're is no appearance of thi^ river in Kvrillow's map
nf the Riillian einjiire. The fides of the Khefel arc exceeiling lertil • wherever ihey

arc cultivated ; but the greatir part of them are ne;^lectid by ihe inh ibitants ; nor do
ihcy make ufeof the excellent pallures wiiich border this river, though they are much
better than ihofe which they liud aloiij; the Amu.
At preient there is not one confiderable town to be feen upon ilic Khefel ; nay, the

few fmall ones that occur are half defart, becaul'e the Uzb; L 'I'a'ars, both of Oreat

Bukh.iria and of Karazm, chufe rather to be near the frontiers of the Perfiaas, than of

the Eluths and Kara Kalpaks ; becaufe there is more to be gotten by their im-oads on

on fide, than the other.

The waters of this river are extremely increafed by the junction of the Amu, before-

mentioned ; but of late years the Tatars of Fvara/^.u have alio turned the courfe

of the Khefel from the Cafpian Sea ' into the lake Aral, on the following occafion.

Peter the lird, Kmperorof Rulfia, being informed, that much gold ore' was found

on the coall of the Cafpian Sea, at the mouth of the river vSir, called alio Daria ; and

judging that a new courfe of trade between Siberia and the fouthern pa-ls of Afia,

miglu be carried on by means of that river, ordered certain peri'ons, (killed in maritime

affairs, to accompany the Kolfaks of Jaik in feveral of their expeditions, along the

coafts of that fea, in order to find out the mouth of the Daria. Thefe people finding

that no confiderable river dii"charg(.\l itfelf into the Cafpian Sea, between the Yem,
or Yemba, and Amii, except the Khefel ', concluded this mult be the ri»'er they

looked for ; efpccially as the Koilaks alTured them it was calleil Daria, not kr.cwing

that Daria is no more than an appellative, fignifying a river in general among the

Uzbeks \

However that be, having founded the entrance of the Khefel, and obferved feveral

marks whereby to know it again, they returned and made their report : thereupon the

Emperor, in 1719, fent one brigadier Beckowitz *, by the way of Aftrakan, with

two thoufand five hundred men, to poffels himlelf of the mc 1 h of that river. He
pitched upon that officer, becaufe he was a Chirkaflian, and underllood thoroughly the

Tatar language. The Tatars growing jealous to fee him come feveral times on that

errand, turned the KheftI by three chaimels, the lands being low, northward into the

lake of Aral, and then Hopped the entrance of it : fo that Beckowitz arriving fotne time

after with his veflels to the mouth of the river, found it quite dry.

Neverthelefs, in obedience to his orders, he landed his troops, and began to build

forts thereabouts, as well as the ground, which he found exceeding fandy, would

permit. Ihcy were fcarce in a condition of making refiftance, when the Tatars (,f

Khiva (fo the Ruffians call the Uzbeks of Karazm") came down upon him with

great numbers of troops : but Beckowitz defended himlelf with fuch relblution, that

the Khan who commanded them, defpairing to conquer him by force, had hir.i

privately informed, that in his heart he was fincerely affected to the RulFians, and

that he defired nothing more than to fee them fettled in his neighbourhood ; but that

he was obliged to oppofe them, to humour the princes, his relations and neigh-

bours;
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bmirs : that it vas refolvcd to make a lafl effort next iby, and in cafo tlioy had no bv;ii>

fiicccfs than hcforo, he v\(hiKI try to I)ring about an acconunodation.

Ik'ckowit/ ij;iivo the cafu'r credit to the Khan, as he ha<l caiilcd iirotcfLition.-? of the

fMine icind to he iiiade at the court of RulTia, by v.n envoy fent for tliat j-urpofe. Mean-
time the Tatars iHd not fail mxt inoniiuji; to r new the attaclv vi'h iuch vigour, that

preat number.'', contrarv to ciilloiu, r;;liieil olVthcir h(M-fes : but liaviii^^ hi-rii repulfcd

at lengilt with iofs, tlie Khan fent two of liis niurfas to know on wiiat account he had

Lmded an army in his donu'niniiK, ami what he wanted ? Hercuiion licckowitz

ilLinniided tliat ihe lluices made in tiie river Ih^aild be flopped up, and the mouth of it

opened again, tliat tiie current inig'it refume its former courl'\

'1 he Tatars remondnttiiig, that it was not in their power to dam up the channels,

the water ran into them with fnch rapidity ; Beckowit:^ propofed, that they fliould give

him a certain nuir.ber of hoflagos, and he would go and do it with his own troops.

As that was what the Tatars juit wanted, they readily agreed to hi;; demands. The
Ruilian commander having left I'ome men to guard the forts, f.-t forward with the reft

;

but the hoUages, who fervcd for guides, led him through places quite del'art, where

there were only fomc holes of Handing water, not fufhcient for his troops : fo that after

five days* march, they found themfi'lves quite deditute of water.

In this diflrcfs, their guides propofed to divide into feveral bodies, and inarch by
ililVerent roads, that they might the more eafily find a fupply. Beckowltz was

obliged to confent to this propofal, though he faw the danger of it. In fhort, the

Rufhans having thus feparated into parties, the Tatars furroundcd them one after

another ; and flaying their leader ', with moft of his men, carried the reft into

flavery. After this, thole who were left to guard the forts, reimbarkcd, and returned

to Altrakiln.

The lake Aral, that is, of eagles, before mentioned, fcparates the province of Aral,

to which it gives name, from the eaffern provinces of Karazm. It is one of the largefl

in the northern Alia, being ubovc thirty German leagues from foulh to north, about

half as uich from eafl to weff, and above eighty in compafs. Its waters are

exceeding fait, yet breed great quantities of the fame fort of hfh which are found in

the Cafpian Sea, with which it does not feem to have any communication ; nor does

it overflow its banks, although it receives the waters of the Sir, the Khefel, and feveral

other fmaller rivers.

ihe Kara Kalpaks, who pofTefs the northern coaff of it, towards the mouth of the

Sir, and the Turkmans, of the country of Aral, in fummer, convey the waters of this

lake, by means of fmall canals, into the neighbouring fandy plains ; whofe furface,

when the moiflure is exhaled by the fun's heat, is covered witK a fine cruft of

cryftalline fait, with which the inhabitants of Karazm, and all Turkcftan, are plenti-

fully fupplied '.

According to Kyrillow's map of the Ruflian empire, this lake is fhaped much like

the Cafpian Sea, and more than half as long ; being three hundred and forty miles

from fouth to north, and an hundred and fixty broad in the fouth part ; though not

half that breadth at the north end. But, polPdily, thele dimenfions are too great,

as its dillance from the Cafpian Sea, viz. two hundred miles, muff needs be too much.
However, we may prefume, its figure is more exacl than what we find it in othef

' Webber fays, that refufiiig to kncL-l on the red clotli, in order to be bche.ided, they ham-ftrung and

mangled him barbaroufly. • Hiflory of tlie Turks, &c. p. 444. ct fcq.

T T 2 maps.
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maps, cfpcclally the north p«ii of it ; becaufc feveral roads thither are traced down
by the author. Into this great lake the Khefcl dilchargos itfelF on the fouth by thrtv

cliannels, and the Sir on the north by two : of which river, the reader will find an

account hereafter in the deicription of Turkcdan.

I ' >

. SECT. II. — THE PROVINCES AND TOWNS OP KARAZM.

KAR.AZM is dividoil into many provinces, .ns appears from Abu'lghazi Kh;m*.,

hiflory, wlio mentions feveral of them ; wliich Ucntmk has fuccindly defcribed, as

follows

:

^
I. Provinces.

Ogurxa Prn'ttfi.— Pi/Jiga. — Karahixit. — ('nlkiipriik. — Gordijh,— Kumkant.— } 'iinghi-fi.ihr.—.

Jiunna. — Baynlkiri. — Kffilrabat. — Gardankh<iJ}. — Ttttinhi-iirtk, — Uakirgatl. — Kuigun. —
lk%i-Kumaui,—Khtka.—Tarkhan.'—BaWiiburvink,— Koghtrllik.—Aral.

OCfUR/A is a large pr ivince, fituate towards the coafl of the Cafpian Sea. It was

'rery fertile before tlie northern branch of the Amii, which ran through it, took

another courfe ; fince when it is become a defart for want of water. It takes its

name from the abund.mce of cucumbers which it then produced j anil are called

Ogiirza, both in the Tatar and Ruffian languages.

Pifliga is a little province, fituate to the eall of the city Urjenz. It has been

but thinly inhabited ever fince the above mentioned branch of the Amu ceafed to pafs

through it.

Karaldzit is a fmall province, between thofe of Pifhga and Ogurza, which is

grown very thin of people fince the river Amu palTes no longer by Urjenz, to the well

of which it lies.

Gilkupruk is a fmall province, fituate to the fouth of the fouthem branch of

Ae river Amu, bordering on the provinces of Khoralan, and Adarabad, in Perfia.

Gordifli, a little province between thofe of Pilhga and Kumkant. It is one of the

mod fruitful and beft cultivated in all Korazm, as being watered by the Amu ; which

here quitted its old channel to join the Khefel, as before mentioned.

The fmall province of Kumkant lies eaft of Gordi(h, towards the northern bank of

the Amu ; which, in the borders of thefe provinces, divides in two branches.

Yanghi-fliahr ' is a little province, near the right bank of the fouthem branch of

the river, which is of no great conlequcnce at prcfent.

Burma is one of the largeft provinces eaft of the town of Wazir, towards the borders

of Great Bukharia. It is very populous and fertile
; producing the moil delicious

melons in all Karazm.
Bayalkiri is a little province to the north of the city Urjenz ; but very fandy and

defart, becaufe it wants water.

Kefilrabat lies towards the batiks of the Kbcfil, or Kefil, and north-weft of the town

of Tuk. This little province is very populous, and produces plenty of all forts of

delicious fruits.

Gardankhaft, which is a large province, fituate between the towns of Khayuk and

Hazarafb S has pretty good paflurage ; and is almoll wholly peopled by the Sarts, who
arc the ancient inhabitants of the country.

lit the FrcDch, JangiilictT. In the French, HafTaraflap.

Yanghi.
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Yanghi-arik '
is a fmall province north of ihc Amu, and borcU-ring on Great Buk-

liaria, at the foot ol the mountains which foparatc it from Kara/ni.

Ikkirgan, a large province on the north fide of the river Khefel> and north-eaft of
the town of Tuk.

Kuigan, anothir hirge province, north of Bukirgan and the Khcfel, extends as far

as the fromitrs of the Kara Kalpaks, and Kaimuks (or Kluthn). It confifts, moftly,

of vaft plains, producing excellent pafture ; like all the other fandy grounds of Grand
Tatary.

Ikzi-Kumani ' is a little province towards the fouthem bank of the Khefcl, and weft

of the territory of Khayuk.
Khika, another fmall province on the fouth fide of the Khcfel, lies eaft of the ter-

ritory of Tuk, and weft of Ikzi-Kumani.
Tarkhan is a little province fituate north of the Khcfel, and weft of Bakirgan. It

abounds in excellent paftures ; but lies uncultivated.

IJamaburinak is a little province to the north of the KheH;!, towards the fouthcrn

coart of the lake Aral, and weft of Tarkhan province.

Koghortlik is a large province fituate on the frontiers of Great Bukharia, and north

of the province of Yanghi-arik.

The province of Aral, towards the fhore of the Cafpian Sea, is very large, extending

from the mountains of Abulkhan, north of the old mouth of the northern branch of the

Am^, which is now dry, as far as the country of the Kara Kalpacks. This part of

Korazm is, at prefent, almoft folely inhabited by 'I'urkmans, who find there, in many-

places, excellent pafture for their flocks : But g«nerally, Aral, which takes its name
from the lake before defcribed, is mountainous, fandy, and barren \ Befides the

provinces above defcribed, Abu'lghazi Khan mentions others in hishiftory
;
particularly

thofc of Abulkhan an<l Dehiitan '.

2. T/jc Towns of Karazm.

Urjmz, the capital .-"-Its ruinous State:—Trade iticonfiderable;— Its Names :—Not always the Capital t

Once great anJ populous :— De/lroyedby Timur x—Preftnt State miferable :—Its Latitude obfirvfd,-^

Jllaugujlave,— Setlizure— Fruits and Grain.—2'uk.—JVnJir.— Kumkala.—Kabt,— Hu-jarazb,—
Alankijhlak—Excellent Port.—Other Towns.

URJF.NZ, the capital of the country, is fituate in a great plain to the north of the

river Auiil, twenty-live German leagues from the eaftorn (liorcs of the Cafpian Sea.

This city was very confiderable in the ages paft ; but fince the Tatars became poflTelTurs

of it, the northern branch of the Amu, whicii formerly ran by its walls, has taken

another courfe. It has fallen fo much to decay, that, at prefent, it makes but a pitiful

figure being no more than a great fcambling town, about a league in coippafs. Its

walls are of fun-burnt bricks, with a kind of ditch, very narrow, and full of rub-

bifli in feveral places. The lioufes are no better than palti7 cabins of earth. It is

true, there is a calUe built with brick ; but fo ruinous, that fcaice a fourth part of it is

innabitable. The brick mofques likcwife arc in almoft as bad a comlition : for the

Tatars, in general, are very ready to deftroy buildings, but neither to raife or preferve.

The only tiling which they t;di.e any care of at prefent is a great broad ftreet towards

' III tlic French, .Iniigianck. ' This feoms to be a remains of the Komani, or Kumani, a warlike

natiun, who for a lonjj time poffclTcd th country alous^ the nortli liJe of the Citlpiuii Sea, as far art the

river Don, till conquond hy Jciighi/. Khan and his ruccclTors, iu Kipjak. ^ hlUlory of the

Turks, &c. p. 43Ji et fc(i. •?. 235.

n the
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the middle of the town, which, as the common market-place, is covered from one end

to the other, to prclervc the goods fold there from tlie weather. The defertion of tlio

river has caufed many of the inhabitants to forfake Urjenz, and rendered very l.arrcn

the neighbouring ccir try, which was formerly fruilhil.

Although it IS very conveniently fituatc for commt-rce, being the rendezvous tif all tlio

bufincfs carried on between the Bukhars and the co nitrics on the wed fide of the Caf-

pian Sea, yet, at prcfent, the trade is very inconfulerable ; becaufe lorcigii merchants,

finding no fecurity among theMohammedan Tatars, few will venture thitlier. The or-

dinary duties paid at Ihjenz are only three per cent, but the extraordinary amount

very often beyond the whole merchandizes.

The Khans of Karazm conunonly winter in this town; but in fummer they encamp

on the banks of the Amu, or in fonie other agreeable place of the country, as bell fuits

tiieir conveniency '.

'Jo the foregoing remarks of Bentinck on l^rjenz, the Englilh tranflator adds thofe

which follow

:

Urjenz feems to be the fame city which was formerly called Karazm ; and which

De la C^roix ^ obferves, was, after the time of Jenghiz Khan, called Korkanj by the

Perfians, and Orkimj by the l^higuls. In the tables of Abu'lfeda, Nallir addin, and

Ulugh Begh ', we tind two Korkanjs ; Great Korkanj, or Nu-Korkanj, and Korkanj

the Lefs, or Jorjaniyah * of Khowarazm, to diltingnilh it, likely, from Jorjaniyah of

Perfia. The firll was capital of the country ; ami both were fituate on the welt fide

of the Jihun, (or Amu) ten miles afunder '. Jenkinfon calls it Urjence " : and

Johnfon, his fellow-traveller, after a merchant of ' Boghar, (or Bokhara) Urjenflj,

and Urjenfe % which comes near the name given by Abu'lghazi Khin.
Urjenz h:us not always been the capital of Karazm. Abu'lfeda tells us, that Kath

was iormerly the metropolis ^
: how long it continued fo, is ui certain. When the

governor of Jorjan, in Perfia, furprized him of Karazm, in the reign of Nuh-ibn-

ManlVir, of the Samman family, he found hini in Kat '" : but it does not follow from

thence that it was the capital ; nor, if it did, could we afiirm, it continued fo under

the firfl dynaily of the Karazmian kings, contemporary with Mahmud Gazni , neither

can we be pofitivc, upon what occafion the royal feat was removed : though, probably

on account of the inundation which once ruined it ". This we are fu re of, that the

fecond dynaily fixed their feat at Urjenz ; and it has continued the capital ever fince,

except now and then, that the Khans thought fit to refide for a-while at VVazir, Khayuk,
or fome other place.

Though at prefent fo much reduced, it was once like all the other cities of this coun-

try rich and populous. In the year 1186", when Soltin Shah beficged it ", the in-

habitants, who had fubmitted to his brother Takafli, were fo numerous, that, to (hew

how much they defpifed his power, they kept their gates open in his view ; and thirty-

fix years after, when Jenghiz Khan'^ took it in 1221, the Moguls put one hundred
thoufand, fome fay two hundred thoufand, to the fword. Urjenz "• began to flourifli

again under the family of the Softs, and was a great city when Timdr Bck (or Tamer-
lan% having in 1379, taken it from Yufot Sofi, and conquered tlie kingdom '*,

Hiftory of the Turks, ai before, p. 438, ct fcq

Ir)' Oreavcs. . i
• .

of different iia, ion

' Hid. of Oen^. p. 240.
* Jorjaii, or Joijaniyali, comes near Urjcn/., allowiti}; for the (Jiffereii

m. ' Abu'lfeda, p. 23 26. ' Purclias, \ol. iii. p. 236.

Pilblinied

rent proniiiiciiitioii

of different iia.ioni. ' Abu'lfeda, p. 23 26. ' Purclias, \ol. iii. p. 236. '
'I lir

Kiiglifti traveller, at tfie end of Tavcriiier, p. 115, fays, fome eali it Yuijeach, others Jiirjcnch.

• iLkJ. Colledt. vol i p. 335. ' Chowr. Lefcrip. p. 27, in Hudfoii'i Leffer Greek Geo-
graphers. ' Teix Hid. of Perfi.!,

J).
160. " Chow ar. Defer, p. 23. " Of tlie Hejrah, ^82.

" See 1)' Herbelot in Taealh. '• IDe la Croix's Mill, Gcntch. p. 256. " Korkanj Miuor
was then the regal feat, according to Dc la Croix's Notes. "' flill. Timur-bcc, j. 306

caufed
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cuifcd it tfo be razed in 1388, ami the ground fowed with barley. It is likely it was

repaired three years after, when, by Timur's order, the country was re-pcopled, and

rrllored to its ancient fplendour : but from that lime, it may be prelumed, llrjenz

never was able to recover itlelt; and the government of the Uzbeks, which it has

iii.ce fallen und 'r, Id hurtful to trade, joined to the inconveniences attending the

riviT Amu's being tu'-neil off from the town, has completed its ruin '.

It feems to have been in no better a ftate when Mr. Jcnkinfon was there in 1558.
His account of it is as follows : Tiie city, or town, of llrjenz % Hands on level ground:

its walls, as well as houfes, are of earth, and, by eflimation, four miles in compafs.

The buildings within it are ruined, and out of good order : it hath one long ftreet

that is covered above, which is the place of their market : it hath been won and lofl

four times within feven years, by civil wars ; hence it comes, that there are but few
merchants in it, and they fo very i)(K)r, that he could not fell above four kerfeys.

The chief commodities fold there come from Boghar (or Bokhara) and Perfia, but in

finall quantities, not worth mentioning. All the coimtry, from the Cafpian Sea to

this city, is called the land of Turkman, and is fubject to the Khan K

The latitude of this city, as given by Jenkinlon *, is Ibrty-two degrees eighteen

minutes ; which feems the more exad, as it nearly agrees with that aihgned by Albiruni

the aftronomer, a native of Karazm, and adopted by Uleg-bcigh, viz. forty-two de-

grees feventeen minutes ^

The fame Englifli traveller, who travelled through Karazm in his way to Boghar,

or Bokhara, mentions two or three other places in the country, as Mangullave, Sel-*

lizure, and Kait.

IManguflave * is a very good port in forty-five degrees of latitude, twelve leagues

within a bay. Both governor and people proved very bad, doubling the price of car*

riages and provifions.

Sellizure ', twenty-four days' journey of the karavan from Manguflave, and two

from Urjenz, was a caflle, where then refided the king, called Azim Khan % with

three of his brothers. It is feated on a high hill. The palace was built of earth, nor

ftrong, and made a poor figure.

To the fouth of the caftle the land is low, but very fertile, producing many good

fruits, particularly one called a dinie : it is very large, and full of moifture, the peo-

ple eating it after meat inHead of drink. There is another called karbus' the fize

if a great cucumber, yellow, and fweet as fugar. Here is alfo a certain corn, called

ji;j;ur, whole llalk is much like a fugar-cane, and as high, but the grain like rice, grow-

ing at the top like a clufter of grapes. The water that ferveth all this country is drawn
by canals out of the Oxus '"

; fo that it falleth not into the Cafpian Sea, as formerly ;

and in a fliort time all that land is likely to become a wildernefs for want of water" ;

which predidion of the author has come to pals.

Tuk is a little town, fix leagues to the north-eafl of Urjenz, at a fmall diflance from

the fouthcrn bank of the Kheiel.

Khayuk lies toward the borders of Great Bukharia, half a day's journey from the

river Khefel. It is the befl town in all Karazm, next to Urjenz
;

yet the houfes are

no better than miferable cabins, being as inconvenient within as without.

. ^. .,^„, ^. .^,,. He writes Urffcnce. ' Purchas Pilgr.

* In a talili- at tlio end of liis voyage, in Haklviyt, vol. I.pngejjj, but
O .- .1.. ...11 £ Al .111- 1. 1 r • • » miV ,.

' Hiftory of the Turk«, &c. p. 440, et feq. ' He writes Urgcnc
vol. iii. p. 236, t't feq. * In a talile at the end of liis voyage, in Hal ^ , , ^^^,
oniiutJby Piirciias. * Sec the tables of Abu'lfeda, before- mentioned. ' This I'ccins to

lie near the mouth of the northern branch ot tlie Ama. 'There in another port more to the fouth, not

unlike it in name. ' Perhaps, Sallfaiay, a pleafure houfe. ' In the tranllation of

Abu'lghiizi's Hillor)', written Hadfun nrHajiin: hut wf are told, he rcfided at W/ir, and wa.s that

year made Khan. » Or arbus, bt-Iojc dcl'cribgd. '° Vr, Aniii. " Purchas as be-

fore, p. 236.
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The ncif^hbourirg country is fertile enough, but very ill cuhivatcd. However, one

foes there ibme vines, whieh the Sarts, who dwell in this town, take care of. 'Jhcy

make alfo a fort of red wine, which is pretty good.

Wazir is fituate towards the northern bank of the river A:ml ; but, like the rcfl:

of the towns, is at prefent very inconfuh rable.

Kumkala is a fmall town in the middle of Karazm, to the north of Wazir ; but not

worth taking notice of.

The town of Kalit (Kith, or Kat ') is fituate on the north ride of the Khofcl, to-

wards Groat Bukharia, and is of no confideration, but on account of its pailage over

that river, thouj^h once the capital citv. 'J'hore were two of the name.

llazaralb, fituate upon the north fide of the Khefcl, is alfo become incoiifiderable

fince it fell into the hands of the Uzbeks.
Mankiftilak is a fmall town upon the fliore of the Cafpian Sea, on the north fide of

the mouth of the foulhern branch of the river Amii. The town itfelf is incoiifiderable,

confining of about feven hundred houfes, or rather pitiful cabins, built of earth : but

its port is magnificent, and the only one to be found in all that fea. As it is large,

fecure, and deep, it would, in any other hands but thole of the Tatars, foon be.

come a place of confiderable trade ; but, at prefent, feldom any fliips arrive there.

The town is inhabited only by Turkmans, who can bear the neighbourhood of the fea

better than the Uzbeks '.

There ai'e feveral other towns in Karazm mentioned by Abu'lghazi Khan ' : befidcs,

the Uzbeks of this country have fome others in Khorafan, which, by degrees, they

conquered from the Perfians ; as, Duruhn, Nafay, Iburd, Mahana, Bagabad, Yaurfurdi,

and Maru. But, in all probability, Nadhir-lhah, the prefent king of Perfia, recovered

them all fome years ago.

SECT. III.—THE INHABITANTS OF KARAZM : THEIR MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.

KARAZM is inhabited at prefent by three forts of people; the Sarts, the Turk-
mans, and the Uzbek Tatars. With regard to the firft of thefe, our autlior,

Bentinck, fays only, that they are the ancient inhabitants of the country % and fup-

port thcmfclves, like the Turkmans, by their cattle and hufbandry. But he is more
particular in treating of the o her two nations.

1 . 0/ the Turkmans.

Turkmanj, original :^-Tivo Branches.—Oriental Turkmans, oncepoiverful ;—-Their Perfons

;

—Way cf

living 1
— ChjraSlir and Number ;

— Divided tntt Tribes.

THE Turkmans, or Turkonlins, as our hiftorians call them, came originally

froPi Turkeftan. They feparated from the Kanklis, with whom they dwelt in that coun-

try towards the eleventh century, with an intent to feek their fortune fomewhere clfe :

and fettled in Karazm long before the Tatars, as Abu'lghazi Khan relates.

Ihey divided into two parties ; of which one went round the north fide ot the Caf-

pian Sea, and fettled in the weltern parts of Armenia ; from thence called the country

of the Turkomans '. Bentinck will have it, that the Othman Turks, if they be Turks,

(for he fays they are a mixture of feveral nations) muft derive themfelves from this

• Abu'ifcda calls it Kath ; Jcnkinfon, Kait ; and only fays it is a caftle, v.hero Soltan Sara-nut irfulr;!,

Purcli. Pilgr. yi.,\. tii. p. 237. ' Hiftory of the 1 urks, &c. p. 442, ct feq. ' 'Mr- fame,

ant' clfiwhcre. ' Thi-fe fall under the donomination of Tajiks, implying traderi, of a liir-

a Dick-name gircu by the Uzbcki even to the Perfians. * Or Turkoma.iia.

weflern

p. 2«5.
pic fort of prop!
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tfreftern branch : but in this he fcems to be miftaken, it being generally agreed, that

they came into Perfia with the family of Seljuk, and fettled at Makhan, or Mahan,
near Maru Shahi-jehan in Khorafan j from whence, upon the irruption of the Moguls,

under Jenghiz Khan, about the year 1219, they removed towards Natolia, where
their kingdom firft began under Ortogr<il, or rather Othman, in the year 1288 '.

The feccnd party turned fouth, and fettled about the banks of the river Amu, and

the (hore of the Cafpian Sea
' ; where they ftill poflefs a great number of towns and

villages in the country of Aflrakan and Karazm. This branch of the Turkmans has

been hitherto unknown to the European hiftorians and geographers, although they are

much more numerous at prefent than that of the weftern Turkmans. On this occafion,

the Englifti tranflator obferves, tb thofe who have given extrads from the eaftern

writers, take little notice of them ; and, that others relate no more of them than what
occurs in the Byzantine, and fuch weftern hiftorians who lived at too great a diftance

to be acquainted with their affairs.

Ho adds, that there fprung from this branch of the Turks, or Turkmans, (for the

Turkmans and Turks, fays the tranflator, feem to differ only as the wandering Arabs,

called Bedwins, do from thofe who dwell in cities) tb "'>e great dynafties of princes, vho
had under their dominions all the countries from the Archipelago as far as the Indies

;

namely, the three branches of the fimily of Seljdk, who reigned at the fame time in

Iran, or Perfia at large, Kerman and R\im, or Natolia ; to the laft of which the

Othman Soltans owe their greatnefs.

The Turkmans of this latter branch, according to Bentinck, are fliaped much like

the former ; that is, are tall and robuft, with fquare, flat faces, only they are much
fwarthier, and have a greater refemblance of the Tatars. In fummer they wear long

gowns of calico, or thick cloth : and in winter the like gowns of flieep-lkin.

Cattle and hufbandry afford them fubfiftence, according to the different parts they

poffefs. In winter they dwell in towns and villages about the river xlmA, and towards

the (hores of the Cafpian Sea ; and in fummer they encamp where they can find the

heft paftures and good WRter. They are all Mohammedans. Such of them as are fettled

in the country of Aftrabad generally followed the Perfian feft ; but thofe who dwell

in Karazm conform with the Uzbek Tatars in fentiments of religion : Though nei-

ther one nor the other give themfelves much trouble about it.

They are exceedingly turbulent, fubmitting with great difficulty to the Tatar yoke.

They are very brave, and, at leaft, as good horfemen, but not fo great robbers, as the

Uzbeks ; by whom being treated as conquered fubjefts, they are obliged to pay them

tribute, and fuller feveral other impofitions from thofe rigid mafters ; to which, chiefly,

is to be imputed that great animofity which they bear them : but the Turkmans, who
dwell under the dominion of the Perfians, are much better treated. Both together

may amount to about an hundred thoul'and families.

Thefe people are flill divided into tribes, like all the other branches of the Turkifh

nation ; and their chiefs enjoy the fame prerogatives \

Abu'lghazi Khan, who was a great enemy to the Turkmans, and deftroyed great

numbers of theni, from tinie to time, nientions them on feveral occafions, fometimesi,

according to the countries they inhabited, as, the Turkmans of Mankiflilak, Abu'lkhan,

iuid Dehiftan% which laft territory belongs to Perfia ; but oftener by the names of

their tribes ; of which the chief are ; i. Adakli Khiffer-ili ; thefe dwell on both fides

' Hiftory of the Turks, as before, p. 423, ft feq. " Jenkinfon found them pofTofled of all

tlic coaft from Mangviflavf, wiitTc he land'd, till lie left the Ihorc, four days before he reached Scllizure.

' Hillory of the Turks, &C. p. 4^6. et ftq. and y)^. * P. 23J of hi« Hiftory.
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of the Amu, from the province of Pifliga to that of Karakizet '. 2. Ali-ili, inhabitinpf

from the province ofKarakizet to the mountain of Abu'lkhaii. 3. Ti-u-azi, who pnj-

fefs the rcfl: of the banks of the Amu, from Abu'lkhin to the fea : thefc three tribes

are fumamed Utzil '. Befides them we meet with the followinpr, viz. Taka, Sarik,

Yamut, Irfari, Khorafan-Saluri ', (thefe five, formerly, were but one tribe) Irzki

Saluri, Hafanlkdur, Ufaudur, Arabaz, Koklan, Adakli *, Karamit \ and fome otiiers

lefs confiderable *.

Jenkinfon remarks, that all the country, from the Cnfpian Sea to Urjenz, is called

the land of Turkman ; and, that the inhabitants, between the fea and the caflle of

Sellizure, and of all the countries about the Cafpian, live without town or houfe In

the open fields ; removing from place to phce in great companies with their cattlo'.

i

2. Of the Uzbek Tartars.

Name and Origin.—Uzbeh Tribes.—IVay of living.—Encnmp for Cinveniency. of mahing

Roads.— Thfir Money.— Thdr Cattle, and Diet.-—Anns and Pa/iimc,

THE aame of Uzbeks, which the Tatars of Karazm and Great Bukharia bear at

prefent, is derived from Uzbek Khan of Kipjak, as related by Abu'lghazi Khan \
and this cultom of afluming the name of the prince, to denote the univerl'al afteftion

of his fubjcfts, has always been in ufe with the inhabitants of Tatary. Witnefs the

names of the Moguls, or Mongols, that of Tatars, and many others.

When Ilbars Soltan was invited by the inhabitants of Urjenz to come and take pof-

feflSon of Karazm ", the Uzbeks pofll-fled all the country of Kipjak eaftward to the

river Irtifh, and fouthwards as far as the river Sir; befides Great Bukharia, which they

had newly fubdued under the conduct of Shihbakht Soltan : this prince had alio

taken Urjenz, the capital of Karazm. However, only a finall number of Uzbeks had
fettled in the countryj till Ilbars brought the reft of them out of Kipjak.

The body of Uzbek Tatars, in Karazm and Great Bukharia, is compofed out of

the four tribes of the Vigurs, Naymans, Durmans, and Kunkurats. On this occafion, the

Englifh tranilator obferves, that the two iirft were of the four, given to Sheybani Khan,
fon of Juji Khan, as related by Abu'lghazi Khan ; and, that if all the inhabitants of

Kipjak took the name of Uzbeks from Uzbek Khan, it is ftrange none but thole four

tribes fhould retain it. Nor is there any accounting why the Tatars of Krim are not

called Uzbeks, but by fuppofing either that the name rxtended only to thofe four

tribes, or, that the reft of the Tatars changed it, according to their cultoni before-

mentioned.

The Sarts and Turkmans live by their cattle and hufbandry : but the Uzbeks, for the

moft part, by rapine ; refeinbling, in all relpccts, thofe of Great Bukharia, excepting

that they are far lefs polite, and more reftlefs. They dwell in winter in the towns and vil-

lages which are towards the middle of Karazm; and in fummcr, the greater part of them
encamp about the river Amti, and in other places where they can find good paftures for

their cattle; waiting fome favourable opportunity to rob and deftroy. They are perpetually

making incurfions upon the neighbouring territories of Perfia, or Great Bukharia ; and
neither peace nor truce can rcftrain them, in regard the flaves and plunder, which they

carry off on thofe occafions, are all their rich'.s.

' P. J36. • P. 236, and 239, ' 23«. • P. 238. ' P. 256.
' Piirch?*, Pilgr. vol. iii. p. 237. ' Hiftory of the Tmki, a» before, p. J97.

Abulglia^i Khau'j Hiilory of the Turks, &c. p. 22^).

I I
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Thouffh onefindscxrrllcnt pafturc in divers part of the country, towards the banks
of the Khefel

;
yet the Uzbeks nircly move thither with their cattle in I'uiair.er, becaufe

there is nothing to jiUind er on that lide : The Kara Kalpaks, who are flicir norihern

neighbours beinji; as dextrous in the bufinefs as thcnifelves ; and that what they can

ileal from one another is not worth the trouble of going for : befides, the Mohan ni"dan

Tatars do not iavadv? one another, unlefs at open war together. As for the Calmuks
(or Kluihs) wlio bonier on Karazm, to the north-eaft, they ufually remove towards

the beginning of fummer from the borders of the Mohammedan Tatars, that they may
iidt be cxpoltd to their incurfions ; and do not return till winter, when the rahis and
liunv have rentlered the roads impailiible on that fide.

Wherefore, none but the Sarts and Turkmans reap the benefit of the paflurcs. The
former leek thole which lie ealtward, towards Great Bukharia ; and the Turkmans go
in quelt of them which lie towards the mouth of the Amu, and the fliore of the Caf-

pian Sea : but the Uzbeks often incamp about the fides of that river; where they are

at hand to throw themfelvcs into the Perfian provinces on the firrt occafion which
ofters, and can*y off" wherewithal to make good cheer in winter. Although the Uzbeks
have fixed habitations, yet, in travelling from one place to another, they carry with

them all their effects of value, like the Elulhs and Mongols, according to the way of
living of their anceflors, before they had fettled dwellings.

I'here is a piece of money called Tanga ', current both in Karazm and Great Buk-
haria. It is large, and, the author believes, the only filver money coined by the Khans
of thefe provinces. This coin, which is pretty fine, and worth near the fourth part of

a crown, is round ; having on one fide the name of the Khan, and on the other that

of the country, with the year of the Hejrah. The reft of the money made in this coun-

try, confifts in fniall pieces of copper of different forts, which anfwcr to our pence,

halfpence, and farthings. The money of Perfia paffes alfo in thefe provinces, efpecially

towards the borders of Karazm \ Jenkinfon fays, thefe jt ople have not the ufe of

gold, filver, or any other coin : but barter their cattle for neceffaries : perhaps he fpeaks

of the Turkmans only.

The fame author obferves, that the inhabitants living between the Cafpian Sea and
Urjenz (including, without doubt, the Uzbeks as well as Turkmans) have abundance
of camels, horfes, and flieep, both tame and wild. Th?ir flieep are very large, with

j;reat tails, weighing fixty or eighty pounds. There . e many wild horfes, which the

Tatars frequently kill with their hawks. Thefe birds "e lured to feize upon the head

or neck of the bcaft ; which being tired at length, v. th endeavouring to get rid of

this cruel enemy, the hunter, who follows his game, 1 ; n comes up and kills him.

In all this land there growcth no grafs, but a certain brufli, or heath, which yet is very

fattening.

They have no bread : they neither till nor fow. They are great devourcrs of flefli,

which they cut in fmall pieces, and eat it greedily by handfuls, efpecially horfe-flefh.

Their chief drink is four marc's milk, like that of the Nagays ; with which they will

bo drunk. They have no rivers nor places of water in this country, from Mangufiave,

where the author landed, to the bay, where ho arrived, twenty ftages diftant, except

fouie wells of brackifli water, more than two days* journey afundcr. I'hey eat their

meat upon the ground, fitting with their legs double under them ; whicli is their poffure

alfo when they pray.

The Tatars never ride without their bow, arrows, and fword j although it be in liawk-

ing or any other pleafure. They have no arts or fciences among them, but live an idle life;

fitting round in great companies in the fields, and pafling their lime hi idle difcourfe-'.

Abu'lghazi mentions it, p. 234.
rilgr. p. aj7.

' Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 4.2S, et fcq. ' Piiiclia»
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i

SECT. IV. THE GOVERNMENT AND REVOLUTIONS OF KARAZM.

The Khan^s Juthoriiy.—Potcer of the Princes.— Faflions in the State ;— its Forces,

jintiquity of Karazm ;— conquered by the Arabs., and Scljtik Turks, Karazmian Em-
pire ;— Conqucji by Jeiighiz Khan ;— by the Uzbeks.

THIS country is ufually divided among divers princes of the fame houfe, of whom,
notwithftanding, only one bears the title of Khan, with a kind of fiiperiority over

the others, juft as he has (kill to improve it. His rcfidoiicc is in the city of Urjenz,

though during the fummer he commonly rncamps on the banks of the river Amii ; and

as his camp is called Khiva, his fubjcdh are commonly termed the Tatars of Khiva '.

This Khan is fovereign in his own liominions, and docs not, in any wife, depend upon
him of Great Bukhuria, or any other power '.

Jenkinfon obferves, that when he was in this country ', in 1 558, it was in the hands

of fix brothers, one of whom, called Azim *, had the title of Khan; but adds, that

he was little obeyed, except in his own territory, and where he dwelt '•

: for that each

would be king of his own portion, and one brother fought continually to deftroy another,

having no natural love among them, as being born or different women, and commonly
the children of flaves. Every Khan and Soltan hath at leaft four or five wives, bcfidcs

concubines. When thefe brethren are at war together (as they are feldom otherwife)

the vanquiflied, in cafe he be not flain, flies to the defart with his followers, and there

lives by robbing the karawans, and all they meet with, till he is ftrong enough to invade

fome of his brothers again *.

Nor is it very difficult to bring this about ; for Bentinck takes notice, that as the

Turkmans, who were the firfl occupants, are always in oppofition to the Uzbeks, the

princes of the reigning houfe know now to make ufe of this jcaloufy, and draw to their

fide the faftion which thinks itfclf negleftcd by the Khan ; and it is to this extreme

facility of making a party, that thofe troubles, which continually dillrad Karazm, are

chiefly owing.

This ftate can, with cafe, fet on foot forty or fifty thoufand good horfe. What
AbuMghazi Khan reports of his infantry, and muflveteers % fliews, that he had pro-

fitcd by his imprifonment in Pcrfia ; for before his time, that way of fighting was quite

unknov^Ti to the Uzb'.'ks : nor do they feem to have retained that ufage, fince at

prefent they go to war only on horfeback, like the other Tatars, and it is very rare to

fee fire-arms with them ".

We meet with no conneded account of the kings of Karazm, before the time of the

Uzbeks, whofe hiftory is given at large by AbuMghazi Khan. But the Englifh tranf-

later has, in fome mcafure, fupplicd the defed, by the following general (ketch, la

the days of Herodotus Caccording to our author) it was fubjeft to Perfia, being one of

the provinces over which Darius placed Satrapas ; but nothing material concerning it

occurs, till it was poflcflTed by the Arabs in the year 680 ", and for a long time after,

farther than that it had a governor, like the reft of the countries conquered by them

:

yet it is likely upon the declenfion of the power of the Khalifas, when the governors

' That it by the RiiiTians, as before obfcrved, p. 478. b. ' Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 423, ct

feq. ' He no where names it. • In Abu'lghazi'g Hiftory, Hadflm, or Hajim. * Me
dwelt then at Sclliznre, two or t'l.ree ftagcs weft of Urjenz, of which lall Ah Sokaii was King, as he

calls him. ' Purch. Pligr. p. 237. ' P. 357, of his Hiftory. • Hiftory of the Turks,
' of the Hejrab, 61 .as before, p. 431.

feized
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feized the provinces under their care, that Karazm afled like the reft, and was as early

as any of thcin in iettinj^ up for itfelf ; though in the hidories hitherto come to our
knowledge, we meet with no king of that country before Mamun-ibn Mohammed, who
rtigned fome time after the year 995 '

: for a little while before that, we find* Abu
A'cual'a governor of it ; but it does not appear for whom. At length it fell under

the doninion of Soltan Mahmud Gazni, King of Khorafan, who, after the death of
Mamun-iSn'Mamun, in 1016

', took that knigdom from the ufurper, and made it a

province his empire ^

Karazm continued in this ftate under the families of Gazni and Seljuk, fucceffively,^

till upon the death of Malek Shah, otherwife called Jalal'addin, third Soltan of the

Seljuk Turks, in 1092 *
: Kothbaddin ", then governor, taking advantage of the broils

which enfued upon the death of that great monarch, affumed the title of king ' : but

that title was better eftablilhed by his fon and fucceflbr Mohammed, furnamed Atfiz '

;

though not without great oppofition from SoUan Sanjar, fon of Malek Shah, who
often reduced him to a dependency. But it was Takalh, the fixth Soltan of this

dynafty, who firmly eflab!' hed the empire of the Karazmians, by the fall of that of the

Turks ; which he put an end to in Perlia, by the death of Togrul Arilan, in 1 193, or

1
1
96 " ; and added the dominions of that unfortunate prince to his own. His fon,

Kothb addin Mohammed, extended the empire yet farther by the conqueft of all

Perfia and Mawara'lnahr j and was the greateft prince in Afia at the time that

Jenghiz Khan invaded him in 12 18 ", and deprived him of his dominions.

As Jagatay Khan had but part of Karazm in his ihare of his father's dominions ",

it looks as if the whole country had not been fubdued, or at leaft, that part of it revolted,

and became independent. Be that as it will, it is very probable, that on the declenfion

of the power of the Khans of Jagatay '% upon the death of Ghazan Khan, in 1348 ",

if not before, Karazm either fet up a king of its own, or fell a prey to fome other

power '*
: for, in the time of Timur-begh, we find it poffefled by Huffayn Sofi, fon of

Yanghaday, of the hord of Kongorat "•, one of the four Uzbek tribes which poflefs

Karazm and Great Bukharia. What is dill more remarkable, it is called a great em-
pire ", and continued in that family till conquered by Timur, in 1379, and 1388 '";

w hen he razed the capital to the ground, and fowed it with barley, as before related

:

but, three years after, he rcftored both the city and kingdom to the condition it had

been in before.

Karazm continued afterwards under the defcendants of Timur-begh, in Mawara'lnahr

and Khorafan, on which it was then dependent, till the famous Shahbakht Soltan fub-

duing thofe tv/j provinces, with his Uzbeks, about the year 1498 '", it fell of courfe

into the hands of that conqueror. Soon after, Shahbakht being defeated and flain by

Shah Ifmael Sofi, in 1510 ", Karazm came once more under the dominion of Perfia.

But, about two years after, the inhabitants revolting againft the governors, fent for Ubars

Soltan, who, coming with his Uzbeks (out of Turkeftan) was proclaimed Khan,

' Of the Hejrah 385. ' Texeira, p. 260. ' Hcjrah 407. •• Abu'lfaraj Hift. EKnaft.

p. 220; • nJ D'Htrbilot, p. 534. ' Hejrah 489. ' Who had fuccceded his father

Builekin, formerly (lave to Halicatekin, his prtdeceflbr ; but advanced, by Malek Shah, in the govern-

ment of Karazm. ' Dcla Croix's Hilt. Jenghiz Khan, p. 129. D'Herbelot. p. 276. " D'Herb.
art. Atfiz. • Hejrah 590, or 593.

'" Hijrah 615. " Hillory of Timur-begh, p. 307.
Hillory of the Turks, &c p. 165. " So the countries fubjeft to Jagatay were called after him.
" Hejrah 749.

'* Hiitory of Timur-begh, p. 147. '» Or, Kunkurat ; in the original, Gon-
kfgrat. See De la Croix's Hiftory of Timur-begh, p. 147. " Hillory of Timur-begh, p. 148.
" Hejrah 781, and 790. " Hejrah 904. '' Hejrah 916.

in

'^.v.

:'-i:S



334 ACCOUNTd or INnr.PENnCNT tatary.

I
i

'$

;

t

w

is

!!

ii

I

in 1 1; 1
1

', at Wazir ' ; ami his JcfccnJants have cominucil ever fmco in pofTiiTion of

the country '.

SECT. V. TUli HISTORY OF THK U/.DUK KUANS Ol' KARAZM.

yibu^lgbdzi K/jnii's lIij}ory :— /'/,; DiftJs, unJ yiii'diitnges :—U/c to Gcograp!.".'.

«

Introduction. — Tlic loUowiivj^ account of the Uzbek Khans ol" Karaztn is ex-

tracted from the hiilory of Al)u'l;;hiiy.i Khan, of the fame country. It makes the niiuh

part of his hiilory*, which is nearly equal to all the rdi; of his work ; and a> it is the

niofl: copious, fo it is the nK^lt complete part of the whole. One would be apt to

think, fays the I'.nj^lilh tranfl.itor, that no part of the Tatar hiflory fliould be uii!;uo\vn

to a Tatar prince, who pri)felles to wiiie the hiflory of thcin : and yet it is |j'ain, he

was but little acquainted with tiie Khans, the immediate luccellors ot Ji'n!.^Iii>; Khan,

in the empire of the Moguls, who reiciied in Great 1 aiarv, hreakinc; ofi with Kopiui

Khan, the fourth emperor : he breaks oil" as abruptly with Ar.iir Timur (or Tamerlan),

without informing us who were his fuccelfurs in I\ia-uara'lnahr, till it was conquered

by Shahbakht Soltan, above fourfcore years alter.

Of all the Khans who had reigned in Kafligar of the race of Jenghiz Khan, he men-

tions none but Togalak Timur Khan, ami his fon Kizra Khoja Khan, who fucceedcd

Amir Timor : but as for thofe who came after Ke/.ra Khoja Khan, he only obfervcs, that

they were of his poflcrity : nay, he cimfed'es himfelf ignorant of the fuccelfors of ll.iji

Gheray, Khan of Kipjak (who ilied about 1475) farther than that the Khans of Kriiu

are fprung from one of his fons ; although the Khans of Karazm, and Great Bukharia,

are collateral branches of the fame lamily, being all defcended from Juji Khan, fon of

Jcnghiz Khan. One might have cxpe(;:ted this author would have carried back the

hiflory of his country into its flourifliing times, and given an account of the empire of

the Karazmians, which continued for about one hundred and thirty-eight years, under

fevcn, fome fay nine monarchs, and was not inferior to that of the Moguls fur ex-

tent, when Jenghiz Kh;m invaded Soltan Mohammed.
There is alio, in this hiftory, an omifliou of feveral other fucccfliims, particularly

thofe of Turkillan, the Kalmuks (or Eluths) and the Mongols ; beiides, the dates of

reigns are very rarely mentioned : but thele defeds are recompenced liy a recital of a

great many particulars, which are to be met with no where elle ; for, befides a circum-

Itantial hiftory of the Uzbeks, his anceilors, who have reigned over Karazm fince Shah
Bakht Soltan conquered it, wc have intermixed with it, in a good mcafure, that of

Ala-wara'lnahr alfo, on occafion of the almoft continual wars between thefe two neigh-

bouring ftatcs : by means of which we are able to reclify feveral midakes in the hiftory

of the Uzbek Khans, who have reigned in that country, taken from the Perlian hifto-

rians \ and to bring ihcin down to the time of our author. To this may be added
feveral particulars, occafionally mentioned, relating to the form of govtrnrnent, maimer
of fighting, and other cuftoms among the Tatars.

\Vith regard to the geography of Karazm, to which before we were almoft entirely

ftranger.s, there is not a town, or fcarcc any place of note in that country, but what is

' Hejrah 918; but in X^\^ original it is 911, wliich mufl be a miilake, ' Sec Hiilory of thf

Turkt, &c p. 226 ' Tlie fame, p. 420, ct foq. ' Sec Grccn, p. 407. nute p. * liy

Teixcira, 1): lu Cruix,D'II>.rbclvt| und fume others.

mentioned
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mentioned upon occafion of fonio warlike aftion or other, or of the frequent partitions

that have been made of them. We knew not, before this author dilcovered it to us,

that the river Amu divides itfelf into two branches in the country of Karazm ; and that

one of thcni having quitted its ancient courfe to the Cafpian Sea, turns northward, and
throws itfelf into the lake of Ar?l As in the fecond part there is a large account of
thcTurkilh hords, fo the ninth contains many notitia relating to the Turkman tribes'.

The reader will find, by this critique on our author, that when we have laid before him
the following fununary of the Uzb-k Khans of Karazm, we fhall have given him an
abftraft of the inolt valuable parts of his genealogical hiilory of the Turks, or (as it is

called by his tranflators) of the Tatars.

I. The Khans of Kipjak, and Origin of the Uzbeks.

'/.url Klian,— Batii Khun. — Biirga Khan. — Alin^ni Titii.lr Khnn. — Tii<!tt Alengfi Khan.—
Uzbik Khan. — '/unibi I Khan. — BirJibik Khan. — Urus Khan. — Toktamifl} Khan.— Kavnchik
Khan.— Haji Garay Khan.

TO deduce the hiflory of the Uzbek Khans of Karazm with greater diftinftnefs, it

will be necefliiry to afcend as high as Zuzi, or Juji - Khan, eldeft fon of Jenghiz

Khan, who, as it hath been already obferved, fettled in Kipjak, and died before his

father '. On the news of this accident, Jenghiz Khan fent his own brother to create

Batu, Khan of that country, in hiy father Zuzi^s (lead. Soon after the conqueror him-

felf dying, Batu (or Batu Saghin Khan, as our author names him) having left Togay
Timur, his younged brother, regent, went with the other five to Karakoram % ta

afnit in the eleftion of Ugaday, or Oktay Khan, whom they afterwards followed in his

expedition againft Kitay. Ugaday, pleafed with the bravery of Batu, at his return gave

him a numerous army to fubdue the Urus's, Cherkas, and Bulgars * ; which having

done, and filled the weft with the fame of his great exploits, he returned to Kok-orda,

the capital of Dafht Kipjak **, where he died fome time after.

His brother Burga, who fucceeded by the choice of his lubje£ls (and reigned with

much glory, drtaded by his neighbours) going fome time after to vifit Koplay Khan:,

whofe confent he had obtained ', he was fo touched with the difcourfe of fome Buk-
harian merchants whom he met on the road, that at his return he ordered his fubjeds

to embrace Mohammedifm, having brought over his brother Togay Tinuir on the way:

but he died before he could accomplifh his defign, after a reign of twenty-five years.

He was fucceeded by his brother Mengu Timi'ir, a prince of much courage and con-
ini')-. This Khan gave a branch of the tribe of Akorda to Bahiidur Khan, fon of hiseut

brother Sheybani khan ; and to Oran Khan, fon of Togay Timur, the cities of Kaffa

and Krim. After this, marching againft the Bulgars, in two years he made confidcrable

conquefts on that fide. Then turning towards Iran' , Abka " Khan, who reigned

there, came to an amicable agreement with him, which continued during his life. After

his death Ahmed, Ion of Hulaku Khan, who had embraced Mohammedifm, having ob-

' Hiftor7 of the Turks, &c. prcf. p. i2,ptfcq. ' Written alfo Chiichi and Tufhi. ^ See

GroLii, p. 428. a ; 81111444. b. * In the orijriiial, Karnkiim. ' Ruffians, CiiiikafTians, and
Bulgarians, whicli lall dwelt on the end iidc of the Wolga, about Samara. ' Or, the plain of Kip.

jak, this being a level country, like one extendid large plain. It is called alfo Kipch.;k, or Kapchik.
' Koplay reigned at Karakoram, and though the empire of Jenghiz Khan was divided into three or four

parts, their Khans depended on him as the grand Khan, or Kliaan, as fome ftylc him. " Or, Peifia

at large. '' Or, Abaka, as others fpell the narnc.

tained
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rained the crown of Iran, ArgOn, fon of Abka, flow him, and afccndod the throne. At
this news McnRU Timur Khun fent an army of eighty tlioufand men towards the fron-

tiers of that country ; but being met by Argun wirh ail his forces, it was defeated at

Karabagh ; which fo aillided Mengu 'I iinur, that foon after he died '.

His fucceflbr was 'luda Mengu, Ion of Datu Saghin Kiian. As this prince overloaded

his fubjefts with taxes, Tolttagu, fon of Mengu Timur Khan, thought it his duty to

reprefcnt to him the injuftice of inch conduQ : but 'I'uda Mengu took, it fo ill, that the

other was obliged to leave the country. However, returning not long after wiili a

powerful army, Tuda Mengu loll both the battle and his life. Hereupon 'I'oktagu got

nimfelf acknowledged Khan of the Kipjaks. He reigned fix years with great applaufc,

and conquered many neiglibuuring cities : but dying in the midd of his vidoiies, he

was buried at Sharilaray/.ik, purfuimt to his lafl directions.

Me was fucceeded by his fon Uzbek Khan; who, though but thirteen years old,

reigned with great prudence. He introduced the Mohammedan worfliip throughout

his dominions : and this it was gave rife to the name of Uzbeks, which his fubjeds ttxik

from him. He tried his fortune twice againft Abufayed Khan of Iran to no purpofc,

and died at his return from the fecoiid expedition.

His fon Janibek ', who was a good prince, fixed his court at Sharifarayzik. Malck

Afliraf, fon of Timur Tafh, who had ufurped the throne of Adliirbijan, in Perfia,

reigning tyrannically, a priefl, who had fled with others into Kipjak, wrought fo upon

Janibek, by a minatory fermon, that the Khan, inftantly afl'embling all his forces,

marched againfl Afhraf ; who being overthrown and killed, his treafure, amounting, in

gold and jewels only, to four hundred camel-loads, were divided among the Uzbeks.

He died foon after his return, in 1356 \ having reigned feven years.

Birdibek, his fon, who had been left to govern the Perfian provinces, repairing to

Kipjak, two years after, was received as Khan, purfuant to his father's defire. This

prince giving himfcif up to tyranny and a bruii(h life, put to death all his relations, for

fear any of them Oiould attempt to dethrone him : fo that dying in 1360 *, the eft'ect

of his debaucheries, there was none left of Mengu Timur's pofterity to fucceed him.

Hereupon, Urus Khan, the fourth in defcent from Togay Timur before mentioned,

feized the throne, and reigned peaceably for fome years ; till, at length, Toktamifti
',

another defcendant of Toga, in the fame degree, attompted to difpoflefs him ; but

being beaten, fleil to Amur Timur, who reigned at Samarkant in Mawara'lnahr.

Urus Khan followed him at a great rate; of which Idighi Mangap ' giving Timur
notice, he fent Toktamilh with a numerous army ; who gaining the battle, in which the

Khan had lo(f his lite, he found no difficulty of obtaining his ends in 1375 '. Yet,

after this, taking the opportunity wheti Amor Timur was with all his forces invading

Iran, he entered Mawara'lnahr, and, having reduced iSamarkant, caufed many of the

inhabitants to be. flain. On the news of iimur's approach he retreated ; but was lb

hotly purfued by the other, that he was overtaken on the banks of the Alel (^or Wolga)
and his army defeated in fpite of his refolution ' and condudt.

Toktamilh left eight foiis ; but Kaverchick, fon of Uras Khan, feized the throne.

His fon Karak fucceeded him. Alti-r whom, Makhmat, defcendod from Togoy Tinuir,

by his fon Awaz Timur, got pofleflion ; but he dying, Abufiiyd, furnamed Janibek Khan,

' Hiftory of the Turki, &c. p. 193, et ff«^. ' In the tnnflations, Dfanibik. * Hejrali 75K.

Htjrati 762. "• Or, Tokiitinifli, as in tlie MiAory of Timur Hi k " He is railed Ayikl.n

This Kiian licit(or Iciikii) ill thf liiftory ofTimiir Ik'k, vol, i, p. 1R2.

Riinjain kviT.il tinifs, and took from the C:tar Demetrius Ivauowiti, the towns of Mofcuw, and Wolo-

Hrjrali 777.

diDvr, in ijbz.
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Am of Barak Khan, enjoyed the fccptre. He left nine fons ; from the fifih of whom,
named Janifli Soltan, the Uzbeks fay, the Khans of Turkefldn are djlcendi'd His
fiicairor was Gliiathaildin ', fini ci" Timrirtafh, fon of Makhmat K nui ; and after

him reigned his fun llaji (laiay, vho had eight fons, viz. Dawlatyar, Nur Dawlat
Khan, hiaydor Khan, Kutluk Sannnaii, Kildifh, Mcngli Garay Khan, Yam^urzi, and
Avva/, 'riniur. Thefe, at liicir father's death, divided his dominions ; but did not enjoy

thtm I'Mig, for the KuHians feizcd all the country of Kipje't in 1553 : from whiih
lime we hear no more of the defccndants of Haji Garay, farther than that the

Khuns of Krim arc fprung fron'^ hini^

2. Ilijiory of the Uzbeks ^ till their Settlement in Karazm.

B.itii S.i^hin Khun s —his C.nquejlsin Europe,— S'lt^bani Khan,— Abu'lgaylr Khan.-^ Arabjljah,-'^

Yadigar Khan,

'/USI Khan * (eldcfl fon of Jenghiz Khan, who fettled in Kipjak during his father's

life) had formed the defign of making war upon the Cherkas S BaQiirs", Urus's
',

and other bordering nations ; and for that end had caufed a prodigious quantity of pro-

vifions to be gotten ready : but death preventing him, Jenghtz Khan refolved, that

Batu, fon of Zuzi, called by our author Batu Saghin Khan, fhould profecute the affair

;

and the conqueror's death having alfo obllrufted it, Ugada (or Okta) after his return

from his expedition into Kitay, feat Batu ' into thofe parts with a numerous army ; who
having taken many cities from the Urus's, at length fat down before Mofkow, near

which the Urus's, with their allies, the Neraetzs ', had intrenched themfelves.

Batu having tried in vain, for three months, to force them, his brother Sheybani

procurer of him a reinforcement of fix thoufand men ; then caufing all his troops to

alight, at day-break attacked the enemy behind, while Batu charged them in f . ont with

inch bravery that they fled, after lofuig feventy thoufand of their bell foldiers. This

great vidory rendered the conquefl or feveral other cities and provinces eafy. After

his return, loaded with riches and glory, Orda, furnamed Itzen, eldeft fon of Zuzi, to

reward Shcybanl's good fervices, made him aprefent of fifteen thoufand families : Batu

did the like, and gave him all the places conquered from the Ruffians and their allies ;

with as many people out of the tribes of the Kuris, Naymans, Karliks, and Vigtlrs, as

were necefl'ary for the guard of thofe towns, and fupport of his court : but on con-

dition that, fettling in the country, between his dominons and the lands of Orda-Itzen,

he Ihould pafs the fummer about the mountains of Aral, and the river Jaik ; and the

winter more to the fouth, about Karakuni '% Arakum, and the rivers Sir and Sara Sft.

Accordingly he fent one of his fons to take poffeffion of the Ruffian and Ncmetzian cities,

where he and his defccndants dwelt ; but, becaufe of the diilance, the author could not

tell where they were fituated.

Sheybani, who left twelve fons, was fucceeded by Bahadur his fecond ; and Bahadur

Khan by Badakul, the eldeft of his four. After Badakul Khan, his only fon Mengu
Timtar (for his wit and courage called Kutluk Mengu Timiir,) afcended the throne.

' 111 the tranflations, GiafuJiii. ' Hejrah 961. ' Hiilory of tlie Turks, n. before, p. 197,

« fcq. * Called alfo Juii, and Chuclii. '• Cliirkaflians. '' riafhkirs, a tribe of Turks,

or Tatars, called Palkatir by Rubruquis, dwelling in tlie north part of the kingdom of Aftrakaii.

" Ruflifins. ' Batu, Khan of Kipjak, had accompanied Oktay in that expedition, with live of liit

brothers. '* By Nemetzs, arc to be underllood the Gcrmaua. The Arabs call Germans, Ncmfiah.
" Or, Black I^and ; fomc dcfart toward Kipjal(.
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Jlchail f\x f(>ns, from the laft of whom, Rikkondi, was defcL-ndocI Kujum Khan',
whd, affiT forty years' reign iti the country of 'I'liran *, becoming blind of ago, wan
drivi'n out by I lie Ruffians in 1594', and retired to the Mankats\ Mengu Tinier
dying, Fulad, his third fon, fucceeded. After whofe death, his fons Dawlat Sheikh
()^',l.'u), and Arabfliah, divided the dominions; duelling in fununer towards the river

Jaik, and in winter about the Sir.

Dawlat Sheykh had a fon named Abu'lgayir, who made himfeif formidable to all

his neighbours, lie had cloven fons. Shal)adakh Soltan, the eldell, had two : the

elder, called Mahamet % furnamed Shali-bakht ; the other Mahamet Soltan, whofe
fon, Oheyd Khan, reigned in great Bukh-'iria. The fecond fon oi' Abu'lgayir was Khoja
Mahamet ; but being exceeding foolilh, the Uzbeks called him Klioja Amiintak.

His fon Janibek was as foolifli as his father, and Ukander Khan, Janibuk's fon, was no Kls

filly than his father and grandfather ; but he was very dev(mt, and loved hunting and
hawking. His fon was Abdalla Khan, whofe fon Abdalinumin Khan was the lad of

that branch of Sheybani Khan ; of which two Princes, who were men of parts, men-
tion will be made hereafter.

Arab Shah, fon of Fulad, was fucceeded by his f«n llaji Taulay, and had his fon

Timur Sheykh for his fucccflor. Timilr Sheykh Khan was a Prince of great hopes, but

reigned not long, having been killed in a rencounter with two thoufand Kalmuks ".

l")ying young, and without iiVu'-, all his fubjcds retired to other Princes, except the

Vigurs ; w ho at length coining alio to take their leave of the Khan's widow, flu- informed

them that (he was three months gone with child. Hereupon they refolved to (lay till her

delivery ; when being brought to bed of a ion, called Yadigar, they fent word to the

Naymans, who returned to tin ir obedience, having hovered about in the interim to wait

the event ; and ever fince the Vigurs have complimented them with the left-hand,

which is the moft honourable jiufl '.

Yadigar Khan had four fon«. The firft, named Burga Soltan, was a Prince of much
courage. His bread was formed of one fingle bone. He lived in the time of Abu'l-

gayir Khan, above-mentioned, who yet was much older. Abufayd Mir/,'\, defcended

from Amir Timur, who then reigned in Mawara 'Ina'ir, after Haying Abdalattf Mirza,

over-ran the whole country, and lorccd his ("on Mirza Mahamet /iiki to (ly for refuge

to Abu'lgayir ', whofe wife was /uki's aunt. Some time after, news being brought

that Abufayd had marched, with all his forces, towards Khorafan, ami from thence to

Mazanderfm ; Abu'lgayir fent thirty thoiifaiul men, under Hurga Si)ltan, with Mirza

Mahamet Zuki, towards Talhkant (or al Shilh), which furrendciLil without ojipofition.

Proceeding to Shah Riikhiya (or I'Vnakant) it was loon takm. Tlu-y then palled the

Sir, and turned towards Samarkant, whofe governor Am'ir Mafiet, advancing to meet

them, was entirely defeated. After this they took all thfC towns of the countries of

Ku/in, Karmina ', and Mawara 'In.ihr '".

Abufayd Mirza, who on the lirrt news turned back, being arrived at Balkh, Burc^n

Soltan was for preventing his pafl'age of the Amu : but Zuki, contrary to his advice,

repaffed the Sir, and got into Shah Rukhya, which after four months' fiegc, furren-

dercd to Abufayd in 1455 ''. Some time after, Mufabi, who lived in the domhiions

III

j'i

' fn the traiiflution, Kilt /iiim Khnn. ' Rather Tura in ^ibcria. ' Hijiah IC03. * Or,
Kara kaljiaks. ' Tin- f.iiiu it Mohammed, but miiih ufril in that fi)rin in Pcrlia. ' It is this

nickiianic which tlu- U/bck!i have ^ivcn the Khitlik, who in rrtiini call tliini HafTik-jn'iruk. '
IIil'-

tory of tlic Turk', S;c. p. 205, ct fi'ij. " This h,ii)pi'i(-(l about 1441;
'' Places in Great liuk-

h.iria, towards Kan/m. '" It is Amhic, and figiifu's Tranfoxaiia, or, literally, the coiuitry bcyuiid

the river, mciiiiiig tlic Jiltjo, tiuw Aiuu, <tud m letlraiiicd iummoiily tu Great Uukhuria. " Uejrah bCo.

of
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ofYiKliRar Khan, having; bion defeated by Khojalh Mirza, anotlicr lord, fled to Burga
S(ilt;iii lor fiiccour. Hurgii having lirll gotten his father to be proclaimed Kl\an, took

the field witlj his troops ; and thoiigli they futfered greatly, it being the depth of winter,

he would nut turn buck till he had met with his iriend s enemy, whom he defeated

and killed.

Meanwhile Abu'lgayir Khan was become fo formidable to all the neighbouring Princes,

that uniting their forces, they declared war againll him ; and having defeated his

troops, put him to death, with fuch of his children as fell into their hands. On this

occalion Hurga Soltan, defirous to lifh in troubled water, appropriated to himfelf lomc
lands and fubjcdh belonging to Abu'lgayir Khan, notwiihllanding the great fricndlhip

which had always fubfifled between tin in ; and that aclion coil him his life ; for lome
years after Shah tiakht Soltan, returning to the dominions of his grandfather Al)uM-

gayir, all the ancient fubjetls of that Piincecame and fubuiittcd to him. H',', for a long

tinie, dilTembled his refentment, uaiting for an opportunity of revenge.

y\t lengih, in 1481 ', Burga Soltan having fixed his winter-quarters near his own,

on the river Str, Shah Bakht ordered a number of his people to attend him, unilcr pre-

tence of a hunting-match next day: but fetting forward at midnight, he of a fuddeii

turned towards Burga Soltan's camp, telling his foldiers that he was going to attack that

I'rincc, and forbidding them to plunder till they had fecured his perfon. Arriving

thither at day-break, he preUed diredly forward to his tents : but Burga, on hearing

the noife, jumped out of bed, and wrapping himfelf in a robe of fable, palfed out of one

fide of the tent as the foldiers entereil the other. In this condition he lied to a pond at

fotne diflance, and hid himfelf in the reeds, but had wounded his foot in the way.

His purfuers having met with a Vigur of diilinttion, called Munga, he told them, that

he was the perfon they looked for ; and being alked by Shah Bakht, who eafily per-

ceived the deceit, his reafons for I'o ading, replied, " He had fo many obligations to

Burga Soltan, that he thought it his duty to rifli any thing to deliver him out of danger ;

and judged that his perfonating him would create a delay that might fecure his efcajie."

This anfwer exceedingly pleafed Shah Bakht, and gave him a high idea of that man's

virtue : however, he fent again to fearch after Burga Soltan ; and. as it had fnowed

that night, the foldiers b ppen >l to difcover the prints of bare feet, and following

the trad, found at len^ 1 drops of blood, which brought them to the place where he

lay concealed. Shah bakht caufed him to be put to death immediately, and feized all

his fubjeds '.

SECT. VI.— THE UZBEK KHANS OF KARAZM ; WITH THE SEVBRAL REVOLU-
TIONS IN THAT STATE.

I. The Khans from Ilbars to Avanaflj Khan.

Shahbokht's Ccnquejls,— Revolution in Karazm.'— Ilbars eUHed Khan.-^The Countryfubdued. ^-

Scltun llaji Khan.— llaffan KuH Khan.— Divifionof'Kari : n The Turkmansfubmit. — Buz-

zuga Kbiitt's Alliance with Shnh Tninajb.— Avatiajb Khan. — Din Mahamet Saltan kills Mnhaniet

Chdzi.— vlli Soltan Jlain. — Burga Saltan's Pcjtirity for.t d out of Karozm :— rejlored by Obeyed

Khan. — Din Mahamet Solt,in takes Kaydk : — attatls and defeats Oieyd Khan's Army.— An
Uzkik Champion :— their Primes reftored.

BURGA SOLTAN left two fons, Ilbars and Bilbars, furnamcd Bilikatz, becaufe

he became lame in his feet by a fit of iicknel's when young. Thefe two brothers were
i

i.

: Hcjrah 886. ' Hiftoryof tlic Turks, Sec. p.3l2,ct fcij.

X X a very
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very brave, and lived on lands belonging to their father's dominions? as private men
TVleantiine Shihbakht Soltan, having grown powerful by along tniin of vidoriesover

all the neighbouring Princes, fubdued Mawara'Inahr, driving out the deicendants of
AiiiirTiniiir '. Some* years after Soltan Hoffeyn Mirza, another of his pofterity, who
reignv.'d in Khorafaii, dyiijg, Shahbakht entered his dominions ' with a powerful army

;

and havit
.J
conqu.Ted the greater part of it, put all his numerous family to death ex-

cepting two or three. Then he marched into Karazm, which depended on Khorafan
j

and taking Urjenz, fixed a governor there.

Five or fix years after this fecond revolution , Shah Ifmael of Perfia having entered

thofe provinces wi h a numerous army, Shahbakht Soltan met h .1 near the city of

Mani ; but loft the battle, with his life *. Hereupon the governor of Uneuz flying,

the Shah fent a governor to Khayuk and Hazaralb, and two others to tJrjenz and
Wazir. The governor of this laft city, on his arrival, gave the principal inhabitants a

fumptuous feaft, and made them prefents. Omar the Kadi", who abfented himfolf,

pretending to be indilpofed, fent for fome of them next day, and reprefentcd, that

their religion was in danger from this governor, Shah Ifmael having changed the faith '

thirteen years before. The citizens, alarmed at the thoughts of innovations, went,

two years after, to a pcrfon noted for piety, in the province of Bakirgan, propofing to

make him Khan, and cut the throats of the Perfian garrifon. But he rejected the offer,

and advifed them to eled llbars, Ion of Burga Soltan, whom he recommended for his

good qualities ; having often fecn him in his annual joumies into the country of the

Uzbeks ', where he went to beg.

The burghers taking the holy man's advice, difpatched two of their number to llbars

with a letter, inviting him to repair to Waztr. llbars fet out immediately with the

deputies, and ftopped near that city ; while the confpirators, who were the prindpal

lords, caufmg the inhabitants to take up arms, cut the throats of the governor and all

his men. Next day they fet out to meet llbars, who being joyfully received both by
the Sarts and Uzbeks, was proclaimed Khan in the year 1505', which is that called

Koy '°, or the (heep. Waztr had then depending on it, of all its towns, only Tarfak

and Yanghi-fliahr ; which laft was given to Bilbars Soltan ".

Three months after, llbars Khan advancing to Urjenz, defeated the governor's army

;

and entering the city, put all the Perfians, with the principal inhabitants, who had
aflifted them, to the fword : but finding he had not men enough to fecure his con-

quefts, moft of the Uzbeks being fubjcft to his uncles, he invited the fons of Abulak,

and Amunak ",to fharein his fuccefs
;
giving up to them Urjenz, and its dependencies,

and returning to refide at Wazir. The new-come Princes, by their incurfions, fo

incommoded the governors of Khayuk and Hazarafb, that Hiey abandoned thofe towns.

After this, they invaded Khorafan, on the death of Shah Ifmael, and took all the towns

' Called SliaT bck, and Shay-hi-g, by fomc authors. • Mir/a Dabor, after beinqj forced out oj
him, fettled in India, where he founded the monarchy of the MogoU. ' In 1507. Hejraii9i^.
* In 1510. Hejral)9l6; according to D'Herbelot, at the inftigation of. I'adi-azr.amon, Hiiffeyn'e foil.

^ Tlii« Prince, whom D'Herln-'lot, t>. 771 , calls Shay-bek Khaii, laid the foundation of the Uzbek piwer
in Great Bukharia and Karazm. He onlered thofe provinces with a powerful anny in 1^94, and in four

years entirely fubdued 'Jn m. He reigned there twelve yean, viz. from 1498 to 15 10 ' Or, judj^c.

' Making AH the true fucceflor of Mohammed, inllead of Abubeker, Omar, and Othmi'n, whom he

reckoned ufurpers: a point of vafl importance among Mohammedans. • Tliey then iiihabiled all

Kipjak, or Kaptiiak, from the .Sir to the Irtifh * Hejrah y; l. '° See the Mongol kalei.d.ir,

p. 4c?o. " Hiftory of the Turks, &c, p, no, ct feq. " The brothers of Lurga Soitau. Abulak
had one fon, aud Aniunak fix.

It between

m



ACCOUNTS OF INDEPENDENT TATARY. 34»

between Duruhn ' and the mountains, weft of the city Khoraian *. But they were
vigoroufly oppolcd, as well by ihc Turkmans, wi;o poffcfled the town-^ on the borders

of the provinces of AftrabaJ and Khoraian, as thofe who dweh towards Abulkhan and
Manki/hhik. Bilbars Soltan was in molt of thefe aftions ; and though lame, led on his

troops bravely, being carried in a light chariot, accompanied only with five or fix

chofen men.

The two brothers di^'d within a little while of each other, and left feveral fons.

llbars Khan was fucceedcd by Soltim Haji, fon of Bill>ars, who was eldeft of all the

family % and proclaimed at Wazr . But as he had only a few fubjeds, the power
fell into the hands of Soltan Ghazi, eldeft fon of llbars Khan, a Prince of great

genius.

After the death of Haji Khan, HaflTankilii, fon of Abulak, who reigned In Urjenz,

was declared Khan, as being the cMelt Prince of the houfe of Yadigar Khan. But
though they all obeyed one Khan, each had his own dominion : and as Haffan-kftli's

revenue greatly exceeded theirs, they, at length, grew uneafy at it, and, joining their

forces, laid fiege to Urjenz. T'amine having caufed a great defertion of his men, at

four months' end, the enemy gave a general affault ; and taking the city, after a brave

refiftance, made a great flaughter. They likewife put to death the Khan and his eldeft

fon, banilhing the reft into Great Bukharia.

They Hkewife agreed on a new divifion of the cities of Karazm. To the defcendants

of Burga Soltan fell thofe of Waztr, Yanghi-fliahr, Tarfak, and Duruhn, with the

Turkmans of Mankiftilak. The pofterity of Amunak had all the other towns, viz.

Urjenz, Khayuk, Hazaraft), Kat, Buldumliis, Nikitzkata, Boyunda, Bagabad, Nafay*,

Iburdu S Zabarda, and Mahana, with the Turkmans of the countries of Abulkhan

and Dehiftan.

Hereupon Safian Soltan, eldeft fon of Amunak, who fucceeded Haflan-kiili Khan,

fent to tell thofe of Abulkhan, that unlefs they agreed to pay a yearly tribute, he would

dellroy their habitations. The Turkmans voluntarily alfeffing themfelves, fent him
the fum as a free gift : but the Khaii not content with fuch precarious contribution,

fent next year forty men to levy it both in Abulkhan <md Dehiftan. Thefe tax-

gatht-rers having difperfed themfelves through the countries, the Turkmans cut all

their throats at the fame inftant> Upon this news Safian Khan marched againft them
with an army, and arriving at the firft habitations of them along the Am<i, to the weft

of Urjenz, nv t. at firft, with much refiftance ; but, at length, the T^urkmans fled to

the mountain i)fu (or Ju), three ftages north of Abulkhan ; wher^.* being diftreifed,

they fubmiited to pay forty thoufand Iheep yearly, viz. the tribes of Taka, Sarik, and
Yamut, eight thoufand ; Irfari, and Khorafan Saluri, fixteen thoufand each.

The other tribes agreed alfo to pay in the following proportions : Jtzki Saluri, ten

thiHiland ; Hafan, fixteen thoufand ; Ikdar and Diaudar, twelve thoufand ; Arabaz,.

four thoufand ; Koklan, twelve thoufand ; Adakli, twelve thoufand j befides a tenth

more each, for the Khan's kitchen. As for the tribes called Utzil, or three branches,

who dwelt on the Amu, it was ftipulated, that Adaklikhiiier-illi ftiould furnifli yearly a

certain number of foldiers for the Khan's fervice, while thofe of Ali-illi, and Tiuazi,.

fhould pay their coniribution in merchandizes ".

Or, Darsan, ami Dcrgan. ' Dcl'Idf places this city, or the remaiun of it, near Ab'werd, or

Bawcril, in latit'il- Jiivty-iiine degrees. ' 'liic eldellof ilie reiijain^ fa.nily it alwavy chof.-ii Khan,

exccut in I xtraouiiiiary call's, * Or, Nefa. | Abiwerdf or fiawcrd. • luilory of the

Turks, 5cc. p. ii'j, ct feq.

Safian
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Safian Khan dying, left five fons ; but his brother Buzzugu Soltan fucceeded him.
Oboyd Khan ', who ihen reigned in Great Bukharia, took about tint tinn.' fomc towns
of Khorafan, which his Uzbeks continually ravaged. On the otlier fide, thofe of
Iburdii, Nafay, and Duruhn, belonging to Karazm, no lefs annoyi^d the inliabitants of

Khojan and Esferain \ towards the borders of Ghilkupruk province, NaAiy being but

one day's journey diftant. 3hah Tahmafp \ unable to remedy thefe diforders, becaufe

he was in war with the Soltan of Rum % refolved to make an alliance with the Uz.-

beks : accordingly he difpatched an envoy to Urjenz, to demand a Princefs in mar-
riage ; faying, his mailer thought it a great honour to wed a lady of the blood of
Jenghiz Khan, after the example of Amir Timur j who, on that occafion, got the name
of Kuragan *.

Buzzuga accepting the propofal in favour of his niece Ayfha-bika, daughter of Safian

Khan, becaufe he had none of his own, fent Akilh Soltan, one of his brothers, and
nine vaffal lords, to thePerfian court, to finilh this alliance. The Shah received that

Prince with great diflindion. and made him a prefent of the town of Khojan. lie fent

to Buzzuga Khan ten wedges of gold, and as many of filver, each as large as a tile

;

with ten fine horfcs, whofe laddies and harnefs were trimmed with gold. To his fpoufe

he fent nine pieces of cloth of gold, a thoufand pieces of filks, and abundance of mag-
nificent habits. After which, Ihe was condudted to the Shah's court.

Buzzuga Khan dying, after a twenty-feven years' reign, Avanafli Khan, his brother,

was proclaimed. His eldeft fon. Din Mahamet, who had an early genius for war, when
he was nineteen years old, refolved to make an incurfion with forty men towards Aftar.

abad. Palling the fouth branch of the Amu, at Sidalik Taka, he met a man belonging

to a lord of Mahamet Ghazi Soltan, who refided at Duruhn, driving nine camels and
thirty fheep. Obferving a yellow goat among them, he begged it for his people's fub-

fiftence : but the fellow reiufing him, he ordered them to beat him, and take all his

drove. Din Mahamet purfued his journey, and had fuccefs : but on his return was
met on the road by a party fent out by Mahamet Ghazi, who took all his booty of cattle,

and himfelf priibner, letting his followers go their way. Being brought before the

Soltan, he, for a time, confined him ; and then having punifhed him, fent him, under
a guard of fix men, to his father Avanafli Khan, with orders to tell him, that he had
fent him his I'ugma *, after punifliing him for invading the Perfian territories, without

his permilliou, and ftripping fome of his people.

Din Mahamet, impatient to be at liberty, from time to time made great outcries, that

if any of his men had (topped on the road they might come to his afliflance. On the

other hand, every time he made a noifc, the lord who conducted him bawled out Riflia.

This Din Mahamet taking as done to infult him, one day, when his guards were aflecp

in the country of Gordifh, fome of his men, who knew his voice, and had followed

him, coming up, they cut all their throats, and buried their corpfes out of the way.
His father, who did not love him, on his return, having alked how he got out of the

fcrape, he anfwered that Mahamet Ghazi, who had been angry with him, being foon

recoiuiled, had fent him back with a prefent of fome horfcs, and habits ; which his

father believed to be truth.

' Hf wa» the fon of Mohammed Soltan, brotlicr of Shah-bakht Sultan, who conquered Great Buklii.
Tia, as bi'furc related. ' TJiis laft place lien near the borders of Jorjau in Perfia, ' Or,
Tahmafb : in the trandationj, Tamalip. This was Shall Thamas I. of Perfia.

ftjlc the Othin.'ui liinpcror, bccaiil'e poircfTed of what they call the Roman empire,
Kurkhaii, and (Jiirkhan ; which lignifies the fon in-law, and relation of the Khai).

Aeta diild burn of a bought Have, as Din Molrimct had been.

* So the Afiatics

' Others write

' Tugma figni.

After
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After this Din Mahamet getting two feals engraved, one with his father's cypher,

the other with that of his mother-in-law, who was fifler of Mahamet Ghazi ; he wrote

letters to the Soltan, in both their names, to let him know that (he was fick, and de-

fired earneftly to fee him. Her brother inflantly fet forward, and arriving in an even-

ing when the Khan was out a hawking, went direftly to his fifter's apartment. Per-

ceiving her to be very well, and (he telling him fhe had fent no letter, he began to

I'ufjjcft fome treachery, and left her that inftant, with defign to take horfe again : but

hearing much noife in the great ftreet, which faced the caftle, he made to the Khan's

ftablcs, thinking to efcape by a back-door that opened into a bye-lane ; which being

full of people, he hid himfelf in a heap of d-ung that lay in a corner of the ftable'.

Din Mahomet, who had fecn the Soltan go up to his fifter's apartment, followed

v'ith fome of his forty men ; and not finding him there, was told by the women flaves

that he was gone towards the ftables ; where, after much fcarch, one of them perceiv-

ing a bit of his fcarlet robe flicking out of the dung, went and told Din Mahamef, who
came and flew him on the fpot. Upon this news, one of Mahamet Ghazi's men ran

to Wazir to inform his brother Soltan Ghazi ; who, in revenge, flew Ali Soltan (fon

of Safian Khan) his wife's brother, juft then come to vifit her. Avanalh Khan being

informed, at his return from the fport, of what had happened, and that Din Mahamet
was fled, aflembled his council : but they had fcarce come to a refolution what was
proper to be done on the occafion, when a courier arrived with the news of the murder
of Ali Soltan, which threw them into farther confufion.

Meantime the Khan's nephews, being informed of what had happened at Urjenz and
Wi^ Hnd forefeeing that a civil war wcs likety to enfue, repaired to Urjenz ; from

vv'' ': m the other hand, Mahamet Ghazi's people retired to Wazir. Avanafli, for

hi;
J,

'1., had no inclination for a w^r ; but his nephews, in fome meafure, forced hin\

to raife an army, and march towards that city. On this news, Soltan Ghazi fent to the

defcendants of Bilbars Soltan at Yanghi Shahr : but without flaying for them, with

what troops he had, advanced to meet the Khan as far as the province of Kumkant, to

the weft of Wazir, where coming to an engagement, he loft the battle, and was there

killed, with fifteen Princes defcendod from Ilbars Khan. His fons Omar Ghazi Soltar.',

and Shir Ghazi Soltan, with two daughters, falling into the hands of Akattay Soltan,

brother of the Khan, he fent ihem into Great Bukharia.

The other Princes, who made hafte to join Soltan Ghazi, hearing of his difafler, fled

alfo into Great Bukharia, not daring to return to Yanghi Shahr. After which, the

defcendants ofAmunak put to death all the pofterity of Burga Soltan, who fell into their

hands, excepting the women, whom they kept as captives. Thus was the race of Ilbars,

once fo numerous, almoft extinguiflied, at leafl none of them were to be found in

Karazni. After fo great a revolution the country was divided among the defcendants

of Amunak ; and Din Mahamet Soltan had for his fliare the city of Duruhn*
Meantime Omar Ghazi Soltan, Ion of Soltan Ghazi, arriving in Great Bukharia*, put

himfelf into the fervice of Obeyd Khan ' ; and though but fifteen years old, fignalized

himfelf on ieveraJ occafions. He beftirred himfelf fo eft'edtually in his own behalf, that

at l.;(l the Khan, in conjunftioii with Juanmart, ^Ihan of Samarkant, Barak, Khan of

'J'aflikant, and tin Prince of Hiflar, entered Karazm with their united forces. On the

news of their approach, the Princes poiVefled ot Khayuk, Hazaralb, and other neighbour^

' H lory of tlie Tiiiks, &c. p. 2 ^9, ct fi-q. ' He was iirphew to Shah-bakht Soltan, and (on of a.

jrrandti.ii ot Abu'lgayir Kiiaii ; wbiidi lull ib the common auocRor of the Uzbek Princes fettled in Great

Diikharia.
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towns, repaired with tiicir troops to join Avanafti Khan ; but he not daniig fo

the enemy's coinin.i;;. rftiied into the defarts. The confederates arrivincj at IJnenz
detached I'ome trocips alter the higitive Princes ; who being taken Obeyd Khan made a

divilion of thorn ; and as Avanalh Kiian fell to Omar Ghazi's (hare, he infbntly put
him to death. I'he Khan gave Urjenz to his fon Abdalaziz Soltan, and one of ihe

tour Uzbek tribes, whv> dwelt in Karazm, to each of the four invading powers, who
having appointed their intendants over them, returned to their own dominions.

When Avanafli Khan was made prifoner, his two fons, Mahmud and Aii, took iefii"e

with Din Mahanu Soltan their elded brother, at Duruhn ; whither alfo fled Yuffot

and Yunus, two Ions of Safian Khan, with other Princes and young men of quality ;

but Khal Soltan and Akatty Soltan, brothers of Avanafh, were ca. ned into Great liuk-

haria, with all the children of the latter, except Hajim Soltan, who being then eighteen

years of age, put on mean cloaths, and retired to an old domeftic of his father\^

whofe horfes he kept, as if one of his flaves ; till the affair taking wind, his protestor

conveyed him to Duruhn.
Soon after this Din Mahamet, accompanied by all ^he refugee Princes, fet out for

Urjenz with two thoufand men, whom he reinforced in the way by a thoufand Turk-
mans : but when they came to the cmmtry of Pilhga, it appearing that their forces were
too fmall to attack the city, and betide wanting boats to pafs the Ainii, they refolvcd

to march to Khayuk : becaufe on that fide there was no need of boats, and they might
hope to get thither undifcovered, as but few people dwelt on that road.

At their arrival, they took the city without much difficulty, and put to death the

commander with fome of his garrifon. With this news the governor of Hazaralb

repaired to Urjenz ; and Abdal Aztz Soltan fearing to fall into Din Mihamet's hands,

retired into Great Bukhdria. Obeyd Khan, on his fon's return, immediately raifed a

numerous army, and marched toward Urjenz ; but arriving at the Karamit Turkmans,
flopped there with part of his forces, and lent tlie rell, amounting to forty thoufand,

under two generals to that city.

• On the firft advice of the enemy's march. Din Mahamet left Khaylik to go meet
them : but as his forces did not exceed ten thoufand, the Princes and lords who
accompanied hiin, advifed him to return to Duruhn ; alledging that as foon as Obeyd
Khan, who came only to fecure Urjenz, perceived their retreat, he would 'retire alfo,

and that then they might come back without noife, and take the city. But the Soltan

perfifting in his refolution to give them battle, two hundred and twenty of his principal

followers alighted, and falling proftrati? at his feet, entreated him to return. Having
renewed their fupj lications in this manner three times, he at lad falling into a paflion,

flung himfelf off his horfe alfo, and taking up a handful of dull, fcattered it on his head,

<:rying out, " 1 devote my foul to God, and my body to the earth." Then turning to the

lords who furrounded him, faid, " I confider my felt as a dead man, and if you efteoin

your lives more precious than mine, I fhall not hinder you to return ; but if you will

fhare with me the glory which attends us, let us march,'" Hereupon remounting his

horfe, he continued his inarch, and all his army followed, iiietlding tears '.

Meantime Din Mahamet hearing of the enemies' approach, halted at a pond, fince

called Shikaft-kuli, in the province of Gardankhart. He ranged his trixips on the weft

fide of the pond, which was then dried up ; and having had notice before day by his fcouts

4J the enemies' approach, divided them into two bodies, one commanded by himfeU,

Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p, 249, ct fcq.

and
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and the other by Juflbf Sohan, which he ported on both fides of the road, and waited

«vi'h profound filence. The Bukharian army foon appeared, having at their head moft

of ' heir commanders, with forty torches, which the Sohan let pafs, and then fell all at

once on the troops that followed ; charging them fo brilkly, that they were foon broken,

and obliged to fly, notwithftanding their great fuperiority.

Togay Bahadur, one of the chiefs of the Kunkurats, and the Soltan's vaffal, killed

fixty laen in the battle with his own hand. Din Mahamet had advanced fo far amongft
the thickelt of the enemy, that the bow fell from his fide unknown to him ; which Hajim
Soltan, who accompanied Miu, having recovered, " My brother, faid Din Mahamet,
that which you have done to-day for me, fliall be the knot of an everlafting friendfliip

between us." lie was then twenty-eight years old, and Hajim Soltan ', eighteen.

This victory was compiete : for befides the foldiers flain and taken, moft of the prin-

cipal ofllccrs of the enemy fell into the conqueror's hands ; which enabled him to recover

the captiv e Princes of the family by an exchange of prifoners. To this end the per-

foiis of diftinclion were fuffered to go on their parole intc Great Bukharia, accompamed
by llajiiu Soltan ; who executed his commifTion fo well, that he brought back his

father Akattay Sol'.an, Kahl Soltan and the reft, in * 1542 '.

2. The Khans fron Kahl Khan to Dm Mahamet Khan,

Kahl Kh in.—Aknttay Khan, — Tunus fiizet Urjenz.—The Kuan taicn, and cruflly murdered.-—

An:lht-r R:'voltithn. — Niiu Divlfion of the Cities.~-Din Mahamet Khan.—Hit great Refilutioti.—

Otitnvits Ohcyl Khaii's Gtnerai.—Hii ChnraBer and Death.—Story ofAbu I Saltan.—N«r Mahamet
Soltan difpjpfal of alt.— Sun Mahmdd SJtan.—JU Saltan.—Maket Inroads into Fboraf&n—Di-
feaU the terjiam.— Death and Chara&er.— His great Modejiy.

THE defcendants of Amunak having recovered their pofleffions in Karazm, by thd

valour of Din Mahamet Soltan, they conferred the dignity of Khan on Kahl Soltan,

who fixed his leat at Urjejnz : Akattay Soltan had Wazir ; Hajim Soltan his fon,

Baghabilil ; the defcendants of Safian Khan * had KhayAk j the fons of Buzzugv
Khan, Ilazarafb ; and Din Mahamet Soltan and his brother, the towns of Duruho*
Yaurl'urdi, and Nafay.

Akattay Khan, who fuccceded his brother, gave Kat to Sheykh Mahamet and Shab
NafTcr, two fons of Kahl Khan * ; Urjenz, with its dependents, to Ali Soltan, Avanafli

Khan's youngeft fon, continuing himfelf to refide at Wazir. But he did not long en-
joy the Ibvcrcignty.

Yunus Soltan, a prince of much ambition and courage, who had married the daugh-

ter of a Biyawl " of the Mankats, departed one day from Khayuk, with forty chofen

men, under pretence of going to pay a vifit to his father-in-law, who dwelt neiff Urjenz.

Having pafTcd Kat, and arrived at Tuk, which he knew then to be empty, all the in-

habitants, both of the town and country, being gone towards Urjenz and Wazir, he
got upon a tower, from whence he could fee Urjenz j and expreffing a defire to be
there, as being his native place, his men told him, they were ready to follow him
wherever he plcafed.

' Or, Hai'im Soltan : Jenkinfon writes Azim. " Hejrah 949. ' Hiftorjr of the Turks, ai

before, p. 258, ct feq. • Thefc were Yuiius and Paluaiikuli, two fons of Safian ' The h in

Kahl fcinu to (land for the Arabic Alit" ; fo in Kalit and Duruhn, * A military charge among the

Kara kalpak* and Kafachia UrJa, much like that of colonel in Europe.
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Being arrived at the city about tniilnighf, they entered the ditch on foot, and Iny

hid fill the guards, with their torches, pallid by : 'I'h.en, by help ol a long pole rearei?

againft the wall, they all mounted ; and going diredly to the houi'eof Mahiiiiid Soltaii

(left governor by his brother Ali, who went to live at Nafay), I'eized and lent him to

\Va/.ir, to the cuftndy of Akattay Khan, whole daughter he had nvarrictl. Malimud,
who was a very wicked man, never ceafed importun'iig the Klian to go take Urjenz, till

he confented ; cfpecially, confidcring that Yuuus had but forty men, and it v\ as not likely

the Uzbeks would aflilt him againit their fovereign. But being advanceil near the city,

he there found Yunus, with a good body of troops, expeding him ; ;.nd, coming to U'

battle, was put to flight.

Kafl'em, fun of Yunus, by the daughter of the Khan, took upon him to purfue him
;

crying out, " Grandfather, whe'-e would you go in this hot weather ? You had better

*' rell yourfelf under fome tree, and early to-morrow morning continue your journey.""

But Akattay Khan's anfwer was, " Your father has a heart as black as a pot ; where-
•* fore, if your intentions towards me be good, leave me to continue in my road, and do
" me no harm." Kaflcm finding fair means would not do, forced him to go with hini'

to Urjenz.

Upon this news, all the Uzbeks about Urjenz having affombled tumnltuoufly, ac-

knowledged Yunus for their Khan, without confulting tlie other princes. Some days

after, Yunus Khan fent to tell the four Ions ' of Akattay Khan, who lived at Wazir.^

that though I hey had no defire to take him, yet they were obliged to convey him honi'i

with them, finding him quite fpent with the cholic, which Hill violently alflifted him.

Prefently after, he fent four men to the houfe, which ferved for his prifon, with

orders to bind his hands and feet, imd impale him alive, taking care that no marks
of a violent death (liould be found on his body ; which he fent to Wazir, with many
compliments of condolence to his fons ; who, he fuppoitd, would conclude their

father died of the colic.

As foon as they heard of hl.s death, they fent to their two brothers', wlio refided at

Baghabadj which depended on Khoralan, to join with them in revenging the murder..

'Ihey all let forward ; but when Yunus found that they had pafl'ed the Amu, not daring

to wait for them at Urjenz, he fled into Groat Bukharia with his brother, and the fons

cl Kahl Khan. On the road molt of his men abandoned him, and his fon KaflTem loft

his way, accompanied only with one man ; who, under pretence cf going for prcvifions,.

went to Urjenz, and betrayed him to Hajim .Soltan. This prince immediately fent men
to fetch him from the pond ^ where he lay hid, and caufcd him to be put to death

:

which revolution happened in 1549 '•

The dtfcendants of Safian, and Kahl Khan, having been thus dripped of all they

enjoyed in Karazm, the children of Avanalh Khan continued in polfeflion of Durulia
and Yaurfuidi, which depended on Khoral in. The fijr.-^ of Akattay Khan hold Urjenz
and Wazir; and the three Tons of Buzzuga Khan, llh, Doll, and Burum, became
inaftcrs of Khayuk, ttazaralb, and Kit. After which, they coufeired the dignity of

Khan on Din Mahaniet Soltan '.

This prince, who could not fit idle, began to invade Khorafan ; which obliged Shah
Tahmafb to fend an army thither, who took from him Yaurfurdi. As foon as the-

Perfum troops were retired, the Khan polled to Kalwin, where the Shah refided, and
prayed him to rcftore that city : But 'I'ahwialb being deaf to his intreaiies, he got his

Thcfe wcrr Fulat, Timur, AUa-kuIi, and .Sulcymun. ' llajim and Malimiid. ' Sisice

ihencalicd Khan Zungali. * lIojr.ih956. ' Hi (lory of iLc Turks, &c. p. 261, ci feq.
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feal counterfeited, and then wrote a letter, in the Shah's name, to the governor of

Yaurfurdi, ordering him to deliver ir up to Din Mahamet Khan, aiul come hinifelf to

court. A few days after, while Shah Tahmafb was hunting, he flipt from the company,

and, hafting with his followers to Yaurfurdi, delivered the letter ; which the governor

obeying, forthwith gav" him up the town, and departed.

As loon as his back was turned, Din Mahamet Khan onlored the gates to be (hut,

and all t!ie Pcrfians put to the fword. At this news Shah rahmalb let out. with a

confulerable army, to take revenge : but when he came to the little river Kara Su,

near IVIalhhad ', he was informed, that the Khan was arrived in the camp with a re-

thiue of fifty thoufand horfe. This news appeared fo ridiculous to him, that he would

not believe it, till ihey brought him word that prince was at his tent door. Din Ma-
hamet Khan entering at the lame time, fell on his knees before the Shah ; who was fo

furprized at his extraordinary boldnefs, that, not content with putting his right hand

on the Khan's left Ihnulder, he thruft the left into his bofom, to ti7 if his heart did

not beat ; but perceiving no motion there more than what is ufual, he could not avoid

jidmiring the intrepidity of that prince. On which account, he pardoned him all that

was paft, and having feafted him magnificently, fent him home, next day, loaden

with rich prefents, conducing him in pcrfon fome diftance from the camp.

Some time after, Obeyd Khan, of Great Bukharia, took Maru, and gave the com-

niand of it to Yulumbi, a chief of the Naymans : but the Khan growing jealous of

him, through the fuggeftions of thofe who envied his good fortune, fent for him to

cou*"!. As Yulumbi was not over hafly to obey thofe orders, Obeyd Khan, be-

lieving that he defigned to revolt, fent an army of thirty thoufand men to reduce hmi.

Yulumbi, now put to his laft fhifts, had recourfe for fuccour to Din Mahamet Khan,

who fet forward immediately : but having only a few troops, he ordered each of his

men to cut down three fmall trees, and fixing one on each fide of the horfe, tie the

third to his tail : thus they marched at a good diftance from one another. The Bu-
kharian generals being informed, that the Khan was coming to Yulumbi's afllftance,

font out their i'pies ; who obfcrving the marks of their march on tha road, brought

word, that he advanced with a very numerous army : hereupon the generals retreated

as fall as they could, without feeing the enomy ; and Din Mahamet having taken pof-

feflion of the city, fixed his refidence thev ir life.

Din Mahamet Khan, befides the other ncroic virtues, which he pofftfled in a high

degree, was extremely generous, gracious, and eloquent : he had withal, a peculiar

brightnefs of wit. Ho died at Maru, in the year 1552 % called Sighir, or the Ccw,
aged forty. He left behind him two fons ; the eldeft called Saganda Mahamet : but,

bi^caufe he was not in his right fenfes, his brother, Abu'l Soltan, fucceeded in all his

father's dominions, and reigned with wifdom for feveral years. At length, he made
an irruption with great forces into Khorafan ; and, arriving at Maflihad, detached his

only fon, with molt of the army, to penetrate deeper into the country. 13ut having ad-

vanced as far as the river Kara Su, to the weft of that city, he was met by a great army
of I'erfians, and loft the battle, with his life ; ten thoufand men being flain. This news
lo afllifted his father, that he fell dangeroufly ill, beyond the help of a phyfician.

( )n this (H c.ilion, a woman at Maru produced a boy, four years old, which, fhe

Paid, ftie had by the Soltan : who having fent for her one night to play on the harp,

took a fancy to lie with her. Hereupon, one of his phyficians, efteemed the moft flyl-

ful in the country, ordered both the Soltan aiid the child to be undrefled ; then laying

3
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Or, Tus. H^jiali 960.
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the boy on the belly of the dying prince, had a coverlet thrown over them, and bog;an

to cry out with all his force, Sohan, behold a fon of yours ! As he continued to do
this three times a day, the foltan by degrees, recovered his former health : after which,

he owned the child lor his fon, and called him Nilr Mahamct.

Abul Soltan dying, N(ir Mahamet lucceeded him in all his dominions. But, fome

years after, the princes of the houfe of Hajim Khan united againll hiin, utider pretence,

that they would not have the fon of a ftrunipct for their brother. Ni\r Mahamet find-

ing himfelf unable to refill them, I'lwd for protection to Obt-yd Klian, and delivered

up his four cities of Maru, Nafay, Yaurfurdi, and Duruhn, iinagining that th? Khan
would leave him in pofleflion, and be content with r ceiving tribute : hut finding him-

felf deceived in his expedation, he quilted Great IJukhiria in difcontent, and went to

Urjenz, where he was well received by his late eneiiiios, and lived with them five

years.

At length ( 'jcyd Khan dying, Nur Mahamet fet out to recover the four towns
;

in which having lucceeded, he put to the fword all the Uzbeks whom he found in

them, fettling the Sarts and Turkmans in their room. IJut Shah Abb;is M.ifi ' of

Perfia, willing alio to profit by the death of Obcyd Khan, came in perfon to befiege

Maru, with a powerful army, and took it in forty viays, with Nur MiAhamet, wiio had

been fo imprudent as to Unit himfelf up there. Aher this he took the othir three

cities without ditliculty, ^nd fent Nur Mahamet to Shiniz ; where, with him, ended the

poflerity of Din Mahamet Khan, cldelt fon of Avanafli Khan.

The fecond ion of Avanalh was Mahmud, who be ing of a yellovvilh complexion

(for all the other defcendantii of Amunak were of a line brown) was called Sari

Mahamet, or yellow Mahamet. This Prince was addided to all forts of vices : he

loved liquor fo well, that being one day at a houfe drinking braga, and fomebody

coming to tell him the enemy's troops were near ; whik- the relt ran to their

horfes, he, with a great deal of unconcern, took a knife, and marked all the pots

which had braga in them, bidding the hoft take care of them till his re; urn.

All Soltan, the youngeft of Avanafli Khan's fons, poflefied at divers times the cities

of Nafay, Yaurfurdi, Urjenz, Haiiarafb, and Kat. He ufed, every Ipriiig, to crofs the

Amu, and go encamp towarus the borders of Khorafan ; from whence he fent parties

to pillage the Perfians, and in autumn returned to Urjenz. llemuftered the Uzbeks
in his fervice every year, and gave each for his pay fixteen ftieep, out of the con-

tribution fheep which he received from the Turkmans ; and when they fell fhort, he

fupplied the defeft by the booty-fheep taken from the Perfians '.

Shah Tahmaib, on complaints made of thefe ravages, at length fent Bader Khan,

one of his generals, with twelrc thoufand men, to feek out and fight Aii Soltan. This

Prince, according to cuflom, had entertxi the country of Allarabid with three thou-

fand men, to oblige the Turkman tribe of Okli-koklan to pay him contribution

:

which Bader Khan being informed of at Baftam, he turned that way. A li Soltan

was a little furprized at this news at firft ; but confidering it was dangerous to retreat

in the face of the enemy, went and pofleflTed himfelf of the Kurgan. This river is

very difficult to pafs, being rapid as well as deep, and the banks extremely high,

except in a few places where it is fordable. Our author, who oft^n palled it, found

the height of them, in many parts, above two cubits. He caufed the horfes and

cattle to be tied behind, and employed the chariots or waggons to cover the front of

his troops.

Thi« wat Abbat the firft. Hiftory of the Turks, ice. p. 2,:, et feq.

In
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In this pofture the Perfians coming up, attacked him feveral times ; but as they

had only cavalry, they could get no advantage. Hereupon Ali-beg, a Turkman
chief, impatient to kc no end of the fight, fallied out with three hundred men of the

tribe of (ikii, in order to charge the enemy behind, while Ali Soltan attacked them in

front. When he was gone, fonie of the chief Uzbek commanders faid, it was wrong

to let him go, for fear of his joining the enemy : but Ali-beg, while they were fpeaking

fo n\uch to his difadvantage, hiul already bogan the fight ; fo that having been attacked

three times vigoroufly by the Perfians, he mufl have been oppreffed by their numbers,

if Ali Solian hai not in time fallied out of his intrenchment, and cnarged them in

front ; which having put the enemy into diforder, they betook themfelvcs to flight,

after the greater part of them had been flain. I'he Soltan purfued them till far in the

night, fo that liader Klian had much ado to efcape, with a few of his men. So great

a number of horfis wcio taken, that Ali Soltan having made his efquire a prefent of

every ninth, they amounted to fevcn hundred, not reckoning what reli in divifion to

the (iflFu'ers and loldiers.

Fifrocn years after, the Soltan having, in one of his expeditions, advanced as far

as the '/enghtl, or defart, tu the fouth of Khojan, fell ill of a contagious ulcer, which

broke out between his ihoulders. As he would let nobody fee it through bafhfulnefs,

the chiefs were obliged to ufe force, and cut the cloaths over the part afteded, to come
at it. Yet for all ilicir t.ire, he died of that dillemper in the year 1571 ', at the age

of forty. Ali Sulian was a prince of fo much merit, that his coufin Hajim Khan
often laid of him, thut he had not his equal among the defcendants of Yadigur Khan
in bravery and lihtrality, fincerity, modefty, and, above all, the art of reigning. As
in all his life he had never iuffered any p rlbn either to fee or touch his naked bodyj

fo he would not fuffer a domclUc to feel whether his legs began to grow cold when
he was a dying. He did (pcedy juftice to thofe who demanded it. In one of his

expeditions, he hanged a man for taking two arbufes (or melons.* out of a field. He
left t\^o fons, likander, who died the fame year ; and Sanjer, who being difturbed

in his fenfes, reigned ten years at Nafay, under the conduct of a Nayman lord '.

3 The Khans from Doji Khan to Abdallah Khan.

Doji Khan. — I/}} Soltan takes Urjeiiz : — Revolut on thereon. —^^ Hajitn Khan. — Story of T'im&r

Soltan. — Abd.illah Khan's Inviifion : - Turkijlj Ambajiukr and Merchants plundered. — A new

Jnviifion by Abd^ilinh Khan. — The Princes enfnared by a treacherous Peace : — Are all put to

Death. — Hiijim Khan retires to Perfia : — Returns with his Sons, and recovers Karazm.—
Xh.iyuk rei"kfn by Abdallah's Troops. — Hrnvery of a Prince. — Hajim Khan flies again :— On
Abdallah's Death teturns to Urjenz; — R'fiii'i' '^•"' Crown.

AFTER the death of Din Mahamet Khan, the Uzbek Princes chofe Doft

Soltan, I'eeond fon of Buzzuga Khan, for his fucceflbr at Khayuk, rather than Ifh

Soltan, the eld (t brother, bccaufe, though courageous and generous, he was neither

fo wife and moderate. He was lufpeCted alfo as to his orthodoxy in religion. Ifli,

who took this very ill, applied to his brothers for afiiftance, to take Urjenz : but

arriving with his forces in the territory of Zilpuk, w hich belongs to the country of

Kumkant, he found Hajun Soltan ready to fight him, wuh a much fuperior army.

Hereupon I'ocuring his men behind with a finall river, and with his chariots in

front, Hajim, after an attack of eight days, was obliged to come to an accommodation.

' Called Sigliir, or the Cow. Hejrah 979. ' Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 280, et feq.

Some
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Some years after, Ifli Soltan havlup formed a now ilcfipn a^ainfl Urienz, llajiiu

met liim botwoeii that city ami TOik. \(\\ covered hitufclf, as before, with his chariots
j

and having fought for fcven days agaiiifl fiiperior forces, palled out of his intrench*

ments iliinily in the night, and fcizcd Urjenz, to the great fiiiprize of Hajim. As
foon as he found hinililf mailer of the place, he ordered all the \ igurs and Nanmans
to retire to Wazir, without any of their eflefts ; but let thole of other tribes, fettled

there, remain.

After this, each party liaving endeavoured to fc-cure Ali Soltan, who refided at Nafay,

In his interefl ; that Prince declared in favour of Hajim Soltan, whom he joined

(accompanied with Abul Soltan, Ion of Din Mahamet Khan) and belieged Urjen/.

ilh Sulian defended himfeif well at (h'ft : but the beliigcrs at length giving a general

nflauit, while he was riding about from polk to port, where his prelence was necellary,

n I)urmat\, whofe filler he had ravilhed, wounded his horfo in the Hank with an arrow.

The beall ht-reupon capered, and threw the Soltan fo violently, that lie brok.- one of his

legs ; and the enemy, who had fcaled the walls in the interim, coming up, Hew him

before he could be remounteil.

After this the confederates took Khayuk, and put to death Doll Khan, brother of

Ifli Soltan, whofe two fons were lent into Great Uukharia ; where dying witliout ilUie,

the race of Buzzuga Khan became quite extincl. The alore-mentioned . svolution

happened in the year 1557 ', calkd Ghilki, or the horle.

The fame year Hajim Soltan, at the age of thirty live', was declared Khan, and

went to refide at Wazir. Ak of all thepollerity of Aniunak, there were left only the

children of Avanalli Khan, and Akattay Khan, they gave the cities of Urjen/, Haza-

ralb, and Kit, to Ali Soltan, youngeli Ion of the former '. Of the four retnaining

fons of Akattay, Mahmiid Soltan lived with his brother Hajim Khan ; Pulad and Timiir

had Khayuk between them, with two TurlMiiaii tribes, for their (hare *.

Thefe two brothers were both weak of underllanding. The fecond, when he was

fifteen, taking a ride, was invited in by a countryman, who killed a fat Iheep to treat

him, and at his going away preferred him with a gigot of it. At his return, he wont

to otfer it to his father : but Akattay Khan, offended at the occafion, reproved him,

faying, • 'Ihat he was fifty years old, and had never juU any one to fuch an oxpence :

that if the peafants were obliged to kill fliecp to treat him when he was young, they

niuft kill horfes and cows for him v\!icn older ; and that, as his viUfals would follow

his example, the poor fubjecls would foon be reduced to beggary." Hereupon
ordering him to be flripped, he g;ive him thirty laflies with a rod, laying on fo hard,

that young limur Soltan's fhirt was all bloody. His brother Hajim * meeting hint

as he came out, approved of what his father had done, but advifed him to appear

next day in that bloody condition before Akattay Khan ; who repenting of his feverity,

after exhorting him not to do the like again, made him a preltnt of the Turkman
tribe of Ti-u-azi, conlifling of (ix thouland families. Hereupon fimiir made an

oath never to go to cat with any body, nor would he fuifer any of his people to do fo.

On the death of Ali Solfan, Hajim Khan went to refide at Urjenz; his brother

Mahmud Soltan continued at \Va/-ir ; Pulad had Khayuk ; and Timiir, Hazaralb and

Kat. Some years after, wliile Hajim Khan was invading Khorafan, Abdallah, Khan
of Great Bukharia, tame with an army to beliege the capital : but after lofing many

' Hijrali 9^j. ' He wa» l)oni in 152 j. Hrjrah 930. ' An account has been Riven of
him is the uininT article. ' Ilillory of tlic Turks, Ui btfoJT, p. 2C7. el fcij. * ilu/.im, •r

Aiiui ivli4u, as Jcukiiiluo calU iiiin.

men,
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jnrn, was obrgcd to retire into «Iie country of Yanghiarik, where he waited, fcciiring

ilic places he pollciUd on that (iJt.', till more forces arrived : but hearing Ilajttn

Khan was returned with a great army to fight him, he thought fit to make a peace

with Pulid and Timur, who were at Khayuk, and retired to his own dominions.

Some time after, tho Soitan Khalitah of Rum ', ftiu an ambaflador to Abdallah

Khan to engage him to attack the empire of Sheykli Ogli ', with all his forces, while

he attacked him vigoroufly on the other fide. Pialatlia, who had fpeiit three years in

the voyage, going by way of the Indies, was defirous to return through Karazm, and
crofs the fea of Mazaiidoriin ' to Shirw.^i, then fubji.ft to the Soitan of Riim, that fo

he might get to Iflamhul in four months. But when he came to Urjenz, Mahamct
and Ibrahim, fons of Ilujim Khan, dripped him of all, and then fent him to Mankiflilak,

where fome Slurwan merchants happening to be on their return, they carried him over

to that province in their barks.

To this fird caufe of complaint there was joined another. Thofe of Great
Bukharia, who performed the journey to Mekka, in times of peace always paflfed

through Karazm, and the dominions of the Shah of the Perfians ; but in war tlrne

were obliged to go far about, by the Indies. It happened, that fome merchants

relying on the peac/, took their route through Karazm : but arriving at Khayuk, were
dripped to their very (liirts by Baba Soitan, fon of Pulad, and lent home again oa
foot. Thefe people, at their return, going to complain to Abdallah Khan, he told

them, he could do nothing in it ; for that Baba Soitan was as much fovereign at

Khayuk, as himft'lf could be in Great Bukharia. Hereupon Haji Kutas, head of the

karawan, made anfwer, " That he would be his accufer before the throne of God^
in cafe he let go unpuniflicd an outrage done to the deity himfelf, iu the perfons o£

thole who went to od'er up their prayers to him at his holy houfe."

This bold remo;idrance, joined to a defire of revenge for ihe lofs of tiie four towns-

t:\ken from Nur Mahamet, determined iVbdallah Kh.m to make war againft Ilajinx

Kliaij. The news of his prep.irations divided the Uzbeks of Karazm. One party waS'

for making a vigorous relidance, the other was for fubmitting as foon its the enemy
approached Urjenz ; on a perlualion, that they would be employed by him, and well

treated, even though he fliould carry them into Great Bukharia. Hajtm Khan finding

by this, that he ought not to depend on his lubjeds, left his fons, Mahamet and
Ibrahim, at Urjenz, and retired to Duruhn with his « kkit fon Siuntz Mahamet
Soitan.

Meantime Abdallah Khan advancing with his army, Mahamet, fon of Timor Soitan,.

marched, with his Uzbeks, from I lazarafb to Khayuk ; defignhig to make it the

rendezvous of their troops, I's his father had done in the former war, fo as to baffle

the defigns oi Abdallah : but on his arrival found Puldd Soitan refolved to quit the

town, and go to Wazir. Hereupon they ali fet out together, with a larc^c train of

men and chariots (or waggons) at day break. But at noon, jud as the lad troops

paflcd out of th>.- city, tholo of Khojamkuli, one of Abdallah K'.ian's generals, entered

at the oppofite gate ; and next day following the confederate Princes, with thirty

tliouland horl'e, on a great trot, overtook them at the borough of Almatifli Khan,

' That i«, tlie Grand Seignior, or F.inpcror of tlio Turks, who firice the funprefrton of the Klialifah of

Egypt, whom Soltaii Sel'ini, in 1516, c.irried to Coiillantiiioplo, is qualilied by tl'.e Mohainmedau
Princes of his feft, witli ihi- titli- of Klialifah, ami a(Vunu-s it himfelf ' That is, of the funs

of the Shcykh ; meaning Sheykh Sefi, or Ifinatl, Iving of I'ei fia, by way of contempt. ' So th' call

the Cafpiun Sea,

for

'< '
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for they luul not continiutl tlu'ir march till the f;imc morning. At liis approach, th-y

covered fht-mielves with their chariots ; but Khojam-kiili hiiviii)» forced that barricailo,

after a vigorous rcfiflance, put them to the rout. As he loll many men in the action,

he did not piirfui' the Princes who rciiretl to VVazir '.

At their arrival they nlolved to make propolals of peace to Abdaliih Khan and

drove from the city Bana Solran, .who had been the occafion of the war. Hereupon

Pulad Soltan, with his two other foil-*, retired to Hajlin Khan at Dunihn ; whilt.- Ma-

hamet and Ibrahim, Hajim's Tons, repaired to Waztr, to join the confederates. Meui-

time Abdallah Khan, appearing before that city, befieged it in form : but tinihng, afliT

two months' leaj^uer, that it would be diflicult to come off with honour, he had recourle

to cm' lie ftut to tell theccnfrderates, that fince they had thrud nit Haba Soltan,

vrhom he had cljief caufe to complain of, rlny might depend on b^ing received by hiin

as his allies and relations. The Princes deluded with thefe ftir proiniles, entered into

a capitu ition with thtir enemy ; who, at their requell, fent five of his principal lords,

attended by forty horfe to fwear, in his name, not to meddle cither with their pcrfons

or effetV*?, and that he had no evil intention againft them.

After taking the oath, the common people (who were agniufl the Princes trufting to

fiich weak fe«:urity) defired that the rive lords might be inefted, till fuch time as

Abdallah Khan fliould rail'e the fiege and begin \m march. But Ali Soltan, who had

the chief command in the city, and though little and crooked wasn jreat wit, llrenuoully

oppofed this mutiin ; alledging, that being the monarch's near i laiions, they had no-

thing to fear from him : that in cafe he mould carry them into Great Bukhilria, he

would fettle them more advantageoufly than tiiey were in Karar.m ; but that far from

fuch aileftgii he was perfuaded, Abdallah, on the fird application, wi uld leave them in

poffefllon of Urjenz and Wazir. Thefe realbns biing appr n-ed of by all the men of

diflindion, the people were obliged to be fdeiit ; and the Princes, accompanied with

the Bukharian lords, left the city to go to Abdallah Khan ; who having put a guard over

them, and dividi^d their loldiers into troops of ten or twelve men, on- of whom was to

be refponfible for the rell, he lent them all prifoners into Great Bukharia, whither he

follovred with his army, after having put governors in all the towns of Karazm, which

thus fell into his hands.

A inon'h after this event Hajim Khan, and the ten Princes of his houfe who were

at Dnruhn, refolved to retire towards Shah Abbas Mafi ; only Pulad Soltan, third fon

of Akattay Khan, thinking it would be very unbecoming of him, who was near feventy

years old, to g^ look for a fancluary amimg people of a dilf'rent religion, chofe rather

to repair to Abdallah Khan, on a prefumption that he would pity his condition, and give

him a fiibfiftence. But he was deceived : for that Prince, on his return to Bukharia,

caufcd him, and all the other defendants of Amunak, being tw.lve, who had fallen into

his hinds, ti) be put to death the fame day in the town of Sagratz, befidcs fome who
were ver\ young. After this he laid a yearly tax of thirty tanga a head on all the other

prifoners above the age of ten ; which conllrained many to fell their children in order

to raife the tribute.

M'^anwhiU- Hnjim Khan fet out for Duruhn, with the Princes, accompanied by three

thoufatul horfe : but ihey deferted fo fait on the road, that he arrived with a train of no

more than one hundred and fifty, ai the court of Shah Abbas, who came in perfon to

receive hiiu, aiul gave him the belt treatment imaginable; but Siuntz Mahainei Soltan

and his fon went on to the Sultan Khalilah of R{»m '. This happened in the year Yiian,

' Hiftiiry of the Turks, &c. p. 287, ct feq.

.3

' Or, Tuiky, for the rpafon alrcuily givni.

or

I i
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or of the ferpcnt. Two years after, in the year Koy, or the fhcep, the fame in which a

roinct ap|x-aroJ, AbJallah Khan fent before him hin fun Ahiial-tnoinin Soltan, with

part of his army, to befjepe Ksfani^n in Khoralaii. On thi( news, the Shah left Kaz-

Wu\ with an army, accompanied by llajim Khan, and the otiicr Uzbek Princes ; who
having learned wlieii they came to B;Ulum that thei* were but fixty of tho enemy at

at Khayuk, and forty at Urjt-nz, judged they might profit by fuch nej^lipence. Hut ai

for kcrecy, this was to he (lone without the Shah'b knowledge. Ilajiin Khan and fome
others declined it, for it .ir of giving olfenco to that monarch } fo that none but Araly

Mahainet, and Mahaniet Kidi, two of iiajim's Ions, and the three fons of Tuiilh Soltan,

engaged in the enterprise.

Ihey took horle late one evening, and riding all nighf, arrived at the Turkman
fribe of Amir ; ;uid fivMn tlnnce by noon at Allai.ibad '. Next morning llapiii Khan,
liaving informed the Siiuii of their delign, that Prince, who knew the adivityof Ab-
dallaii Khan, and llie irnpioliabilitv of recovering th-.ir poillflions during his life, ad-

vilid him to ride after tliem iii-.riu diately, and bring th in back, llijiiu overlook them at

Altarabad ; but initt-ad of bringing them back, ihcy pre ailed on him to crntinuc with

them, till he law what fiiccefs they ihould have, iht 'I'urknuns h ;ving promifed a

powerful ailiftance. Departing from Aftarabfid, they went towards the mountain of

K'jran, where the tribes of Taka and Yaiuut lent i!u;m live huiid jd men. Then
crolllng the territory of IVIankilhlak, whole inhabitants h? 1 all rem '-ed to th' countiy

ol Onla Kutuk \ they came fo the trib.. of Irfari, which granted them live u 'ix hun-

dred men, and thence proceeded towards Pifliga.

Separating in this province, Ilajim Khan with hi.^ two fons took the roau o^ Urjenz ?

and Baba Soltan with his two brothers went m Khayuk. Or I'^e news of Hajiin

Khan's apprcnich. Sari Ogliin, governor of Urjenz, retired intc tht caftle. But the

kliun havHig entered by a pall'age carried under the wall in the aight, he put the go-

vernor to death with his forty men. The Turkmans after this returned home laden

with plunder, leaving Hajim Klum and his fons almoll alone at Urjenz. Baba Soltan

had no lefs fuccefs on the other fide ; for as foon as he appeared before Khayuk, the

Sarts, who dwelt in the city, opened the gates to liim : whereupon he, in like manner.

Hew the governor Menglilli-bey with his lixty men : which coinii g to the ears of the

commanders of Hazaralb and Kit, they fled towards Great Bukharia '.

Ten days after, Baba Sultan having difmifled all his lurkmans likewife, except

fifteen, went to Hazaralb with his brother Paluankuli : but it being the vintage

lealbn, Ilamza llaycd at Khayuk, to drink his fwil! of new wine. Jud a.s Baba entered

lla/.arall), he perceived two officers advancing on a fmart gallop, at the head of an hun-

dred and fifty horle. Sufpedling them to be enemies, he endeavoured to Ihut the gate

;

but had fcarce clofed one (ide, before the firfl came \.,y, 'nd endeavoured with his lance

to keep the other lide open. However fome of itv '; uabitants running thkher in the

nick of time they Uiut it alio, and with their arrows obliged the enemy to march off.

In their retreat they took a Sart, who having informed them of Hamza's Hay at Khayuk,'

they turned on that lide, and arrived there n j.t day at noon, while the Soltan was
takuig the air j but not tlaring to ul'e force with lb few men, they lay concealed till

the evening ; when alii (lance coming to them, they made a paflagc into the town under

one of the gates ; at which having entered they put all to the fword : aa event that

much difconcertcd the affair.s of Baba Soltan.

' In the tnmflation every wlicrc Jftarabat. ' Bocauf* of the quantU they l«il wth the Mankat*
(or Kara-kalpake) on ono fidi> »iiil witli the tribe of Irla^i on the other. ' Hiftury uf the Turkf, 3cc,

!>. 290, ct feq.
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Tr> «ntl(rflard who thtfe troops were, it muft be nbferved that Abdullah Khan,,

having font Khojam-kvili to fiipport his fan AbdHlmomtii Soitan, while he followed'

leifuroly to take the diverfinn of catcliing water-fowl beyond /arjui, in Gordilh
; on

the road met the commander of Hazaralb, who having informed hiin what had palled in

that city, he fent him with the news to Abdallah Khan, who ordered him to march in

hafle towards Khayuk, proniifing to follow ciofe with his whoks army. Hereupon
Khojam-kuli marched towards that city ; but found at hi:; arrival, that the work had

been already done by his van-guard, which determined him to march for llrjenz.

Meantime Mahamet Kuli SoUan, Hajun Khan's third Ion, a Prince of much courage,

having heard of his coufin Hamzu's death, kept it very lecrct, refolving to go and join

Baba Soitan at Hazaralb. He took with him fome 'rally Turkmans and Jagatays
',

with two hundred Uzbeks newly efcapcd from Bukharia. He be^^an his march by the

river of I'rjenz : but coming near the little town of Zilpuk, he found himfelf ofa
fudden furrounded by the troops of Khojam-kuli: who imagining the Soitan could

not poflibly efcape him, ordered his officers to take him ali\e. But Mahamet Kuli

forming one large fquadron, with his men rulhed headlong on one of the enemy's

wings, and breaking through them, retired into the country of the Mankats ^ ; where

he tried to draw Kuzuk Khan into his intereft, by propofmg to marry his filler

:

hut that Prince fearing Abdallah Khan's refentment, in cafe he gave Mahamet
Kuli proteftion, had him arrelted, and fent to the Ruflians ', where he foon after

died.

Hajim Kiian being informed of what had happened, left Urjenz, accompanied by his

fon Arab Mahamet, and fome foldiers, deligning to go to Mankifhlak. But the enemy

having overtaken him the third night after t!..ir departure, he was obliged to fight witli

them ; and being worfted, endeavoured to retire. The enemy continuing ftill to follow

him, he was forced next morning to a new engagement, in which he loll more than

half of the few men he had with him : fo that he was conilrained, once more, to take-

refuge at Aftarabad, from whence he repaired to the Shah at Kazwin. Abdallah Khan

went in perlbn to befiege Hazaralb ; and having taken it, caufed Baba Soitan and his

fifteen men to be flain. After which he returned into Great Bukharia, where he

died * the laft day of the year i j,97, call'd Tauk, or the hen.

On the news of his death. Shah Abbas Mali having gathered a great army, came

next year and encamped near Ballam. 'i'hcre Hajim Khan entreated the Shah to kt

him take a turn towards Bukharia to try if Abdal Momin, wtio had fuccecded his father,

would reftore him one of his towns, that he might end his days in quiet. Shah Abh;is

having given his confent he departed, accompanied by Arab Mahamet Soitan, and his

grandlbn Isfandiar Soitan, with a retinue of fifteen perfons, leaving Burandu, fon oi

Ibrahim Soitan, behind : but having loll his way the fecondllage, he found himfelf at

length near the mountain Kuran, when he thought he was about Marii. As this niif-

take embarraflec^ him extremely, he reded there that night, to confider what he had to

"do : but going at fun-rife to fit in the (hade to fay his jjrayers, bccaufe it was mklluin-

mer, he faw two Naymans on horfeback coming from towards Yaurfurdi ; whu, at

their approach, wifhed him long life, and informed him, that Abdallah Momin Khan,

in his way from Khorafan to his own doniinions, was llain at /amin ', by his own
people, and that they came in fearch of him to bring him the news.

' Tiitfc were the old Mongols, who came with Jaj^atJ) l\liaii inti) llirfc parts, from ulioni tlicy tiol

the namf. ' Or, Kar.ikalpaks, who jJofitU tlic wcil ;)arl()l 'rurkf'.lan. ' Uriis's in tlio oiij;i!i ,1.

* Jiothnt OUariiis muft l)c iiiilhikeii, who tays, tliat this Khan, with lii» bnithcr, «iid liircc i)t his Ions,

were take.i by Shah Abbus^ and put to iWatii. ) Or Zum, on the rivi-r Amu,

Hajiin
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HaJMTi Ktian, rejoiced at thefe tidings, made Iiafte to Urjeir^, vhiU'c he auivcd in

ciffht daysj and found tlie city without governor or ganikm : fur in liie cimfuricn

which the atfairs of Great Bukhuria fell into, after the aflaflination of tlifir Kiiun, the

enemy withdrew out of Karazni. Ilajim Icept l^rjenz and Wazir ; he afii,!.;iit'd KInvuk

and ivat to liis ion Arab Malianiet, ami gave Isfandiar, his grandi'on, Il.i/arr.fb. Soon

after, the Uzbeks made prifoners by Abdallah Khan took the opportunity to ntuni

home ; as did, in the third year, Siuntz Mahamet Soltan ; at whofe arrival fi-i;:n the

lands of Rum ', his father refigned the dignity of Khan in his favour, and retired to

lived at Khayuk with Arab Mahamet Soltan. But that Prince did not lon^.; tnjov tlie

fweets of reigning : for he died a year after his return to llrjeni:, and his ton i\bdal-

lah Khan, who fucceeded him, lived but another twelve-ntomh. At length Kajidi

Khan died, in the year 1602, called Bars ', or the tiger '.

4. The Reign of Arab Mahamet Khan, and Isfandiar Kbaiu

Aral) Mahamet Khan.— Invafions by Kofaks, and Knlmdks Plots again/? the Khati : — tiuo of his

Sons rife in Rfbellion :—Matters accunmcdntetl :— reM afecond Time. — Abul^kiizl Saltan's PrO'

pcfal to kill them : — the Khan marches again /i his Sons : — ;'/ taken Prifoner : —JIain by Ilbars.—
Jsfindiar's Attempt deftated by Perjury : — yet he recovers Karazm,

ARAB * MAHAMET Khan fucceed ig his father, added Kat to his fon IsE:ndi;.r's

portion. Six mohths after, vvliile he was pafling the fummer on the banks of the

river Amu, the Rufiians of Jaik ^ knowing there were no foldiers in Urjen^ during

that feafon, came with a thoufand men ; and after they had killed a thoufand of the

inhabitants, loaded as many chariots with the mofl valuable cftefts, burning what they

could not carry away, and marched off with a thoufand females. The Khan being in-

lormed of this in time, went to cut off their retreat at a certain defile, which he fo well

intrenched and palifadocd in haftc that the enemy could not force him, till after an attack

of two days : however, they were obliged to leave all their booty behind. Meantime the

Khan, who did not defign to let them efcape him fo cheaply, having jjotten the ftart of

them by crofs roads, went to wait for them at another pafs : which the Ruilians not being

abloe to force, and water beginning to fail, fo as they drank the blood of their flain, they

made a laft effort ; which fucceeded fo ill with them, that Icarce an hundred men efcaped.

Thefe made ovef to the river Khefel, where they built a cabin a good way beyond Tuk,
and there lived by fifliing, waiting an opportunity to get back : but five days after, the

Khan being informed of their abode fent men there, who flew them all.

Six months after a thoufand Kalmuks" came to furprize fome Uzbeks, who dwelt

a! lUg the Khefel towards Kat, and having killed a great number of them, were, on their

rtturn, loaden with booty aiid pril'oners. But Arab Mahamet Khan being informed

thereof^ purfu'tl them fo brilkly that they had much ado to efcape him, after leaving

all which they had takin liehind them.

Sometime after the Naymans, who never reliflicd well the government of this Khan,

brought i'ecrotlt'into Khay\ik, Khifferan Soltan, defccnded of Ilbars Khan, with a defign

to kill Arab Mahamet, and fet the other up in his room. But the Khan having timely

notice of the plot, had the Soltan I'eized and put to death. As for Safi Mirza, the chief

confpirator, his own brother Baba Mirza killed him, as aperfon unworthy to live after

' Or Turk'.7. • Or Pam. See the Tartar Cycle, p. 400. Mlillor^- of the Turks, &o.

[). ^05, et feq ' In tlic traiillatii)ii A'ap, aitonliiijr to tin- Turkilh prommciatioil. In the

trjiinalioii IJruITes. Tliffe were the Kolaks who duiU on tlie river ,I.\ik, or Yaik. ^ So the Uzbeks

call tl>e ninths in contempt, and from them the RiifTians have the name.

Z /. 2 kx\\
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fuch an olTcnce. Two years after, Safli Mirza, with twenty VigArs, went firom Urjenz
to Sainarkant and fetched from thence Seleh Soltan, a dtfcendant of Haflankuli Khan

;

whereof the Khan being informed, he went forthwith to Urjenz, and put the new pre-

tender to death, without inquiring farther after his accomplices, who, he feid, might

have been innocently drawn into the niot.

Ten years after, a tlioufand Kalmiiks having invaded Karazm on the fide of Bakirgan,

plundered many habitations, and rtturnt'd with a great number of prifcnerp, in fpite of

all the pains that was taken to purlue them.

Arab Mahamet Khan had feven ions by feveral wives, Isfluuliar Soltan, Haljafli, Ilbars,

Abu'lghazi Bahadar, Shauf Mahamet, Karazm Khan Soltan, and Augan. After that

Prince had reigned peaceably for fourteen years, one day, when he was gone to Urjenz,

feveral young men perfuadcd Habfh and Ilbars (the one fixteen, the other fourteen^

to go with them from KhayuU to Urji nz, that tht;y might be received in quality of their

father's fucceflbrs. Being advanced to a fountain in the country of Pifhga (only ono

day's journey from that city) where they ilaid ten days, the Khan fent for them to comt-

to him, and to tell them, that he would give them Wazir for a portion. Their anfwer

was, that they would come as foon as their men were gotten together. Arab Mahamet
might have quafhed this fcdition at once, by only publilhing his orders, that none (hould

join the Princes, for he was much feared by his fubjeds : but iieglecling this precaution,

though at the fame time he knew many went to iee them, the people im;>gined what

they did was by his own confent.

The young Soltans judging thcmfelves ftrong enough, made an irruption into Klmra-

Ian ; from whence ihty returned to their firft camp loaden \Nith plunder, and lent twc

Perfians as a prefent to their lather. After this they difmilTed all their troops excepting

fourfcore men. Hither the Khan fent again a Vigur lord, to exhort ihem to come
before him : but the Uzbeks between the countries of Darugan and Bakirgan, who
had joined them, anlwered, that the Princes had no occafion to go to their father, and that

they had nothing to do with him. As this language foreboded a rebellion, the Khaa
being feized with fear, departed inlhrntiy for Khayiik. UL-rcupon the two Princes went

anew to ravage the Perfian territories ; and at thtir ntun; tizing all their father's

granaries, diltributed the corn among their troops, whuih ii!'.- . rA-d them confidcrably.

wheat wa,^ then fo cheap, that two hundred weight might hiivn been had for a tanga;

for nothing but that gr.iiu was iown f.om the iinal! town of Modekan, to this fide of

Baki.-gan, and as far as the country of Kuigan. 1 he Khan, who [ujlfelled a great extent

of land 0.1 that tide, cauled iIk' Khi 111 to he cut Ixhiiid 'l\ik, and by means of that open-

ing with ilvcr..l canals, watered his lands. Alter which the opening being fhut, the

river relumed its courfe ta the iVa of Mezandenui.

Arab Maiwuiet finding the mutiiieefs multiply daily, came to an agreement with his

fons, j-Mving up to 'linn W.i/.ir, and all th'.- Turkm.ins depending on it. After which,

the two Princes, followed by four thoufanil men, went to Khayuk, to falute their

father.

Four years after, Ilb.us Soltan alfembled troops near Wazir, under pretence of going

tobefiege Y; ui urdi ; but hearing the Khan was on the ri)ad to Urjenz, he went and

took Khayiik. Arab Mahamet being informed of this lurprize, turned back, by advice

of his loi\U, who were of opinion that on his appioach Ilbars would quit the city. But

beinj» come to Khalgan, a little town near that place, the Soltan lent thither five hundred

men, who entering in the night, lei/.ed him ami all his retinue. From thence bemi;

cartied to K'layuk, Ilbars iletained 'hem all as his prifoners, and diilributed among his

troops all the money his father bad been hoarding fur many years, as well as the elfeds

12 of
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of the captive lords '. The other brothers being informed of that deteftable adlicn,

refolved to make war on Ilbars, even Habafh himfelf offered to accompany them : but

they were diverted from that purpofe by fome of their lords, who judged that fuch a

proceeding might put their aged father's Hfe in danger ; while Ilbars, if let alone, would
relcafe hitn of his own accord ; as fhortly after it came to pafs.

The Khan being come back to Urjenz with his fon Isfandiar, they refolved to feize

Ilbars Soltan ; but he difcovering their defign, fled to the defart with only five or fix

men : however, they ruined his habitations, and tranfplanted the greater part of his

fubjefts. At their return from this expedition, Abu'lghazi Soltan propofed to go kill

his brothers Habalh ?.nd Ilbars, who ftill clofely correfponded, as the only way to fecure

his father's life : but the Khan would determine nothing till he had confulted Zin Haji

Abu'lghazi returning at the time appointed, and finding that lord did not approve of his

propofal, put his father in mind how he had been deceived before by Zin Haji's magni-

fying the forces of thofe Princes to whom he was fent on their firfl revolt ; which had
obliged him to retire to Khayuk, when he might eafily have fcized them, but for that

falfe reprefentation \ He added, that as every body elfe he had confulted approved

of his d-fign, except Zin Haji, it confirmed him in the opinion he had all along enter-

tained, that he and his brother Kurbauk were traitors ; and held a criminal correfpon-

dence with Ilbars, by means of their two other brothers, who were the moft intimate

confidants of that Prince. In fhort, he told his father, that if he did not follow his

counfel, he would repent it when it was too late.

For all this, the Khan refufed to enter into his meatures ; nor would Isfandiar Soltan

join with him. Meantime Habafh being informed, by one of their fpies, of Abu'l-

ghazi's projed, never forgave it him. Five months after, Arab Mahamet Khan, begin-

ning to repent his not having followed the author's advice, fent orders to Isfandiar Sol-

tan and him, to join him immediately with their troops at Khayuk. In the interim he

fent to tell Habafli and Ilbars, that as they had ten perfons about them who never

ceafed giving them evil counfel, in cafe they delivered them up to him, he could pardon

all that was paft ; otherwife. he would own them no longer for his children. Upon
their nfufal, the Khan advanced with his troops to Kandum, a borough not far from
Khavuk, were he waited for his fons. Abu'lghazi, leaving his men to follow leifurely,

rode before '; and being come to Kandum, propofed to his father to march along the

right fiilc of the river, while he, with his eight hundred men, fliould oblige tlii ! urk-

m:'ins, who incamped in the defart, and were more than half of them his fubjeds, to

join him ; refolving to deftroy thofe who belonged to his rebel brothers, in cafe they

refufed : for, without their afliltance, they could not raife four hundred men. But he

Khan not approving of his advice this time neither, as foon as Isfandiar arrivcl with his

troops, thoy proceeded. When they were entered into the country of Ikzi Kai.ianij

rtbu'lghilxi let upon his father once more to make a diverfion among the Tarkuicins
;

but 'o as little purpofe as before. In Ihort, having advanced by (low marches as far

as the little canal called Tafhli Ghcrm;{h, the two Princes, who had time enough given

thtm to get all their forces together, came and charged their father fo vigoroujly, that

his men bf gan prefently to fly, and left the unfortunate Khan a fecond time prifoner

in the hands of his unnatural fons *.

''A

(i-

' Hithiiy of thi- Turks, &c. p. 31:, of feq. ' AbuMf;lia7,i Soltan liould have made life of this

.irgumuiit bctore, u hfii hii fttliicr projiol'i-c] coufulting Zin Haji, in order to have difluaded him from that

ilcligii.
' IK' left Kat ill the murning : he cjtiuc to KHiidimt late iu the evening. * liillory of

tU fiuks, &e.
J). 3 jy, et fc(j.

In



35« ACCOUNTS OP INnj^PfiMDENT TATARY.

!il

1

^1

In thl., battlo, which was very bloody, Alni'Ighazi SoUan, being hemmed in by forty

men, was brought oil by fix ot his own, who cami.' to his rtiliei" in the ni*.k. of time.

Oil this occalion ho rocciveJ ;i fliot with an arrow in the mouth; To that he w.\s obliged,

altcrwards, to have fonie iinic bone of the jaw taken uway on the traclured fide. After

tliis, he made towards a river, whit !-. he was obliged to crofs by fwiniirung ; but had

icarce got off his coat of mail, b( fore the enemy came rmining after him, and crying,

kill I kill I Hereupon plunging ir.to tic (Iream, which was very rapid, he with difiiculty

efcaped drowning, by giving the horff his head, and holding fail by tlie main, llavincr

gotten over with three of his men, he took the road to K.it, where he found ton mere;

and with them retired into Great Bukhlria, to bnuii Kuli Khan (the fuccellor of Ab'dol

Momiii Khan) who received him very kindly at Samarkant '.

islandiar Soltan having retreated to Ila/.arafl) with his brothers Siiarif Mahamet and

Karaijni Khan Soltan, Ilbars and ILtbafli came and befieged them : but, at the end of

lorty days, comirig to an accommodation, Isfandiar retired to the Shah of Perfia's

court, under pretence of making a pilgrimage to Mekka, letving the city in poill-dion

of Sharif Mahamet Soltan, who, four months after, retired into Great Bukharia to his

brother Abu'Ighiixi Soltan. Karazm, by his departure, falling intirely into the hands

x)f Ilbars and Habufh, they divided it between themielves : the firit had Khayuk and

Ihizaralb ; the latier, Urjenz and Wazir, with their dependencies. Ti'.ey afligned

their father the little town cf Kumkala, to live there with his three wives and two

voungeft fons : but a year after, Ilbars having fent for his father and two brothers,

<-aufed him to be put to death witl. Karazm Khan Soltan, and fent Augaii Soltan to

llaballi with the fame intent. This latter, without whofe kr.owledge al! the reft had

been done, unwilling to imbrue his hands in the blood of his brother, had him conveyed

io Ruflia, where he died. i\s to llie two fons of Isfandiar Soltan, wlio wore both infants,

Ilbars had them eduoated at Khayuk. Arab iMahamet Khan loft his life in the year

1621 ', called It, or the Dog, after having reigned twenty years.

The news of the Khan's death having reached thePerfian court, the Shah gave Isfan-

diar S(iltan three hundred chofen men, to try if he could recover his father's dominii>ns.

Having been joined on the road by a hundred and feventy Turkmans, of the tribes of

'I'aka arid Yamut, lie advanced directly to the camp of Ilabafli Soltan ,near 'i iik, but

found h'lM not ih.re. That Prince was then fealling at the houfe of one of iiis lords
;

when hearing of a fudJon the trumpet found (which is forbidJon on any account,

except on the approach of an enemy) he in.'tantly took horfe, and fled to Ilbars Soltan.

After this, all thofe who had any regard for the memory of the late Khan, vs woll as

fuch as were the fubje^s of his other fons, came and joined Isf-.ndiar, whole aflairs

were taking the bcfl turn Imaginable, when the artifice of one Nafar Khoja intirely

changed the face of them.

This pcrfon, delceniled from a holy man, called S.ighidata, being devoted to Ilbars,

who had married his daughter, as foonas he law the llonn rifing, font to bid his fon- in-

law take courage, and tell liim, that he would be with him in two days, with all the-

n\cn he could get together. To this end, arming fifty men in hafle, he went and fei/.cd

the ford of the river Khefoi on that fide, in order to prevent any from palling who had

a mind to join Isfaiuliar. Aftc • which he took the koran in his hands, and began to

curfe that Prince aloud, giving out that he had embraced the Perfian feet, and that

' Hifton- of the Turks, Sci- p. ;533, ft fcq. ' Hi-irah 1031. T'le aiitlior of the Defiription nf tlir

Coimtrict borikring on thrEiixiiie, and Cafpian Seas, at llic cud of Travcrmer's Travels, nu'iitimis ilija

tvtul, with lomc little variation.
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wlifTcvor he can>e he put to the fvvord all the men, and condemned the women and
cliil'.livn to flavcry. As he backed all this with the folemncfl oaths, many of the com-
nii n people (who could not believe that u man of his birth would violate the mofl facrcd

hws purpolely to inipofe on them) inflead of repairing to Isfandiar, as they at firfl

defi^;n:d, went over to the two ufurpers.

Ilbars and Habafl), by this means, foon found themfelves in a condition to go in queft

of their cldefl brother : and the two armies meeting, Isfandiar was forced, after a

bloody aftion, to retire towards Mankiflilak. However, in that place being joined by
three thoufand Turkmans, and a great number of Uzbeks, who began to be weary of

the government of the two princes, he went back again ; and his brothers having

advanced to meet him, with a confiderable army, they continued fighting for twenty-

two days fucccflively : but, at length, Isfandiar gained the viftory ; and having taken

his brother llhars prifoner, caufed him forthwith to be put to death. Habafh Soltan

took refuge wiih Sharnik Rlirza, a lord of the Mankats ', on the river Yem, hoping

a good reception from the chief of that tribe, in return for having fent back all the

Mankat prifoners within his domains, when he reigned at Urjenz ; but that lord dcteft-

ing his perfidioufnefs, caufed him to be arrefted, and fent him to his brother, who had
him executed without delay, in the year 1622 % called Tongiis, or ih'j Hog •.

5. The Reigns of Arab Mabamct Khan, Isfandiar Khan, and Sharf Mahamct Khan.

Pa'tition of the Towns. — Plot ngainjl the Turkmans.— Fij^iirs and Nnymansfain :—fnml in their

Defence. — Nciu attempt againfthe Turkwdns. — The Uzbtks defeated. — Abu'lghdzi's V.'lotir.—
The People de/trting, he re/urns to Turhrfdn : — gees thtiice to S'imaih,int : — returns to Karazm,

Uzbeks mojfaered. — Abulghdzijeized, andfent I'rifoner to Perfui. — Sharif Muhamet Khan.

THE news of this event coming to the ears of Abu'lghazi and Sharif Mahamet, at

Samarkant, they took leave of Iman Zuli Khan, and returned to Urjenz. At their

arrival they caufed Isfandiar to be proclaimed Khan, and divided the dominions of their

father among them. The Khan had for his (hare, the cities of Khayuk, Hazarafb, and

Kat ; Abu'lghazi Soltan, Urjenz, with its dependencies (being then juft nineteen years

Old) ; and Sharif Mahamet Soltan, Wazir.

Ihe year after, all the principal lubjccts of Isfandiar Khan having gone in autumn to

pay their court to him, Abu'lghazi Soltan, before he fet out, invited Sharif Mahamet
with three of his fons, to his houfe ; and, in prefcnce of two of his own vaffal^s afkcd

\\\\\\ if there was not fome animofity between him and the Khan. On his anfwering ia

the negative, he enjoined all the fix to fecrecy by oath i and then told them, he could not

comprehend what his brother meant by keeping the Turki •. i.s about him a whole year ;

that, poiliblv, his defign was to dellroy all the Uzbeks about ivhayuk, for having always

favoured Ilbars Soltan, in which cafe he would be fure to demand help of them : that,

therefore, the bell courfe they could take was, not to go to Khayuk, which might

divert his intention : but that if they mufl; needs go thither, it was his advice to kill all the

Turkmans they Ihould meet on th, 'ad ; and then prefent themfelves before the Khan,

with ropes about their necks, to unplore pardon ; exculiiig themfelves on the ufual

treachery of that people, and the great occalions < complaint they hav( \w\ againit

them in times pa'l. But Sharif Mahamet Soltan, not approving of fuch a ^.^ceeding,

Nicknamed Kaia-kalpaksi. Hrjiali 1032, ' Uillory of the Turks, &c. p. 3:4, rt fco.

prop. Av";

I I
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pjopofed killing Isfandlar Khan hii'..elf, and caufmg Abu'lghazi Soltan to be proclaimed
in his room.

This propofal \ r'5 approved by tour of the lords : but Kurban Haji, a Vigiir, and
one of Abu'lghazi's vaffals, not I'atisfied with rejedliui^ it, declared, that if ever he heard

any more mention of fuch a plot againll thi' Khan's life, he would impeach them. So
blunt a declaration having broken th<*ir ineafures, they went to KhiUu^ ; luu l\.v..)r days

after, being about to return, Isfan-.'iar Khan caufed Ahu'lghrui to be nrreitod, und alj

the Vigurs and Naymans, who \ ire then in the ciiy, to the iiiii

to be put to the fword. On this vccafion an hundreJ Uzbeks,

flain, although he had forbi Iden fh;it any of them fhould li? to\!cho.!. In li^e m?r>ner,

the troops which were fent to de(h> y all abou* Kh.iyuk l; !0]i,;in., 10 thn;,, tv.) :nlK'

(whom he was determined to root > ut) contrai'y to Iiis OiJ'i;., i\r\<. all the Uzbeks,

who dwelt from liazaraib as far as t'lr high-lloiip ower where the tiver Amu divides

ill two arms ', not fp;.ring the very infan.s at the h. Ml.

The Khan, after this, fent Sharii Blahamet St)! .m to Urjenz, wi.ii orders to canf','

the tiiroats to be cut of all the Vigurs ;md Naymans lieptjvling c: that city. vVheie-

up-jp thofe people gave him to underftan* that the;, v ere relo \ ed iiot to fufFer them,

feivc- \.> be mairncred wiihot felling their lives dear : hut 'iuv tiKy wercrej to quit

the country, or r.'CiHi,e Abu'';;hazi Solfm and Mah;;met rsaynbog (ono of thi- Khan',

moft truily ferviv.^s) to i!av> an eye over their conduct. I'heft propof.ds appearing

reafoijable to Shaiii l^'hh, !f, he ic.ai; them to the Kh<m, who pitched on the lail

expedjenf. Abu'ighi-'.i Suit.-rj being arrived, went and refidud on the fide of the

Khefel; \vMr!;(T Sliar't < paired ^».' hun, with eighty I'urkmans, who went over to

Mahamet S lynheg, .1? foun as ! 10 arrived, Meantiim' thirty o! the moft confiderahio

of fhe UzLeks, beyond the river, came to welcome liim, and offered him a thoufand

choice men to be employed in his fervice againfl Isfandiar Khan. On this occafton,

they prcpofed 10 begin by flaying Mahamet Saynbeg and his eiglii y men ; becaule tlicy

looked on ;he Turkm;lns as the only aufliors of the late tnaflacres* of their brethren
;

and then nia.'v hing to beiiege Khayuk, would put to »he fword all fucli of that nation

as they found ci its neighbourhood.

But this pn^jed appeared itnprai"ticable to Abu'lghazi Soltan, who knew that tlu*

Turkmans would be (o much on their guard, that on the leafl motion of the Uzbeks,

tb -v would take flight ; fo that before ihey could reach Khayuk, all the reft of them

would be removed wi h their tilecls ; and what was worfe, the Kalmuks, in their ab-

femj.-, would come and carry oflT their wives and children. He was therefore of

opinion, that they Hiould treat Mahimsr Saynbeg and his men kindly, and fend them

back ioaucn with civilitiL-s, in order to lull the Khan aflecp : that after this Sharif

Mahamet fliould go pafs the winter in the little town of Kayuk, near Urjcnz,

whilft the Uzbeks, beyond the river, fet about making an intrenchmeiit for their fecii-

rity, as if in dread of the Kalau'ks : That they Hiouid place gi:ard.s along the two

roaiis )i.ading to the country of thcfe l.-.rtars, as thou;;h to obferve what pafTed ; a id

lliai infpring a man IhoulJ come running full fpeed from thofe countries, wiih news of

a Kalnu'ik invafion : that on this advice they Ihould alTemble troops, under pretence of

^oing to nieet the enemy ; but in the way joining Sharif Mahamet, they Ihould turn

• One of the arni«, called Tokay, paffc» by that tower : ;he othrr, wiiich

iti old bed, rum hy a large chanurl into the XhcM M-ai Tiik ; winch had
authiM wrotf, no better than a dcf;.rt.

;;r;4teA, having qiiiueJ

'U Urjcnz, whi-n the

of

11
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of a fudtlcn tovrards Khayuk, furprile that city, where there could not be then above

fixty men about the Khan, and put all the Turkmans to the fword.

The Uzbeks, however, had no mind to depart from their defign upon Mahamet
Saynbeg, and his Turkmans : but they finding it out, retired after night-fall, when
every body was gone to reft. The Uzbeks arriving foon after, Abu'lghazi Soltan told

them, that as the (hortefl follies are the beft, his advice was to fend to afllire the Khan,
that they knew not the reafon of Mahamet's fudden departure ; and that if they had
ileilgned him any harm, they could eafily have prevented him. But this advice was not

rvlilhed by his brother, and the Uzbeks, who infifted that they had no other meafure.s

ti) take, but march to Khayuk. Arriving in two days at the bridge of Tafli-kiipruk, in

the country of Khika, they halted there forty days, and killed fome Turkmans, the reft

retiring to that city '.

Meantime the Kalmuks having furprifed one part of the Uzbek camp, and carried

a great number into flavery, many of them deferted the army, beginning to have a bad
opinion of their fuccefs. On the news of this revolt, the Turkmans, who dwelt about

the mountain of Abu'lkhan and at Mankiftilak, joining Isfandiar Khan at Khayuk, he

took the field in his turn, and encountering the Uzbeks in the place above-mentioned,

entirely defeated them. Abu'lghazi Soltan feeing the battle loft, retired with five

hundred and forty of his men, into the intrenchment, which they had raifed to cover

iheir baggage. In the evening Isfandiar Khan drew near; but the Soltan fallying on
foot at the head of five hundred men, gave him fuch a warm reception, that he durfl:

not make a fecond attempt, intrenching himfelf at fome diftance. After they had
looked on one another in this manner for fix days, without daring to engage, they

came the feventh to an accommodation, which the Khan had fet on foot only with a

view £0 draw Abu'lghazi into the open field, where he propofed to dcmolilh him ;

but mifl'cd of his aim, in regard the Turkmans had gone to pillage the borough of

Klianaka, inhabited by the Sans, juft at the time his brother pafl'ed out of his intrench-

ment. However, at their return, he purfued him with five thoufand men. The Sol-

tan fufpeding his defign, formed in hafte an inclofure with his chariots, and defended

himfelf fo well, that the Khan was obliged at lall, to come to a fecond treaty. Aftei*

this Abu'lghazi, and his brother Sharif Mahamet, taking up their abode at Urjenz,

all the Uzbeks, who dwelt before on both fides of the Amu, came to fettle about

that city.

Some time after a comet having appeared in the fky, the common people who were
perluaded, confidering the extraordinary animofities which reigned among their Princes,

that it portended fome great calamities, went off by troops, which they called Top, top,

ill' ) other tounuies. Nor was it in the power of Abu'lghazi Soltan to reftrain their

llight : lor while he fent after the party which went out on one fide, two or three others

withdrew another way ; fouio feekiiig flielter in Circat Bukharia, others in Turkeftan,

with the Kafats ' and Mankats : fo that having thus, in a month's time, loft three con-

lidcrable troops ot his fubjecis, he was conllnuned to retire ellewhere, to avoid lying at

;ho mercy of Isfandiar Khan. Sharif Mahamet Soltan, who was in the lame cafe, went

to Clreat Bukharia : hut Abu'ighi/.i Soltan retired towards the Kalachia Orda, and

A<.nr 1 v'tir IlhhuKlK'i at Turkeftan.

Til' inonl^.^ -iftei, llhim going to Taftikant, to pay his refpefts to Turfum Khan,
:'.i cigning Prince (N ^hoiic , u evinces, prefentcd Abu'lghazi to him ; mentioning the

I I;
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' lliilory of the Turks, &f. p. 3'^4, rt .-q. ' Thi'fe mutt be the Kafa'fia or Kafachia order,

ii'iitlomd IkIow, whopufTefs tin- call psi i of TuikclUin. The Maiikais, or Kaiakalpaks, being matters

,'l the well part.
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obligations which thoy nweil his houfo, on account of the protedion piven many of their

relations, who had fkd to Karazni for refuge. Hereupon lurfum Khan rccdved him
nt hi.s court, ami treated him with much ilifUncUon. But two years after fflitin haviui'

nianUcrcd the Khan, and all thofc of the Kataj;iins who were his ancient fuhitchs

Abu*lgha/.i feeing there wns no lefs difcord between their families than there was in his

own, went into Great Bukliiria. On his arrival he found a very cold reception from
Iinan Kuli Khan, becaufe he had applied (ir(l to rurluni Khan, who was his enemy.

For this reafon he told the Uzbeks, who had retired thither before him, that ho
/liould be obliged to hearken to the Turkmans, who promifed toefpoufe his inrenft to

the utnuilt, pnnidid he would forger what was pall. The Uzbeks upon this allured

him, that though thty had retired from him at the appearance of the comet, ye; he
might always depend on their zeal for his fervice : that, on the other hand, tiiey Hat-

fered thenifelves that he would continue his protection to them ; of which they laid

they had the more need, as they could not depend on the promife of his brother ShitC
Mahamet Siiltan, who was naturally unconftant, and might one time or other fide with

the Tmkmans agiunll them. Laftly, they advifed liim to go over to the Ti,.kmaiis on
the firft invitation, and promifed to repair to him in proper time.

Shortly after, there came a new deputy from the Turkmans, to let him know that

Isfandiar Khan, being informed they had invited him to their quarters, had retired to

Ilazarafb, fearhig a furprize. Upon this Abu'lghazi Soltan, followed only by five or
fix pcrfons, went diredly to Khayuk, where he was immediately joined by numbfTs of

people from all piu*ts. Two months after he learned, that his brother Sharif Mahainot
being reconciled with the Khan, was arrived at Hazaralb, and that they intended to turn

all their forces againfl; him. On this advice he took the field, with what troops he
had, and the two armies comnig to a battle, that of Abu'lghazi Solran had the better-

which obliged his two brothers to make peace with him. Yet fix months after thoy

came unexix-ftcdly, and befieged Khayuk with above fifteen thoufand men, f )r all the

Turkmans thereabout joined them : but although Abu'lghazi had only fix hundred
with him, he defended himfelf fo vigonnifly that he "bliged them at length to return

with lols ; the confeqiience of which was a new treaty .

Sometime after three thouland families of thofe Uzbeks, who three years before had
fled from about Khayuk to the K.d'ats and Mankats, to avoid the fury of l.vfandiar Khan
returned and went to fettle on the fca-coall, about tlu' mouth of th river Aniti. On
this news eight hundred others let forward, on their return from (Ir^at Bukhdria, in

order to fettle in the country of Aral : but the Khan, who lo()ked 011 the Vigiirs and
Naymans as the caufe of all th? niisfortuius of his family, being inforiued thereof, came
upon them by furprize whh lome troops, on the banks of the Khcfel towards Kat, and
put them all to the fword, man, woman, and cliiid.

Isfandiar Khan taking this occalioii to invite his two brothers to court, under pre-

tence of regulating with them what conc^j-ned the atlairs of the Uzbeks, perfiiad-J

Sharif Mahamet to repair to the country of Aral among th<jle people, as it were of his

own accord, aiul unknown to iiis brother. Next morning Ibme (jf the principal Turk-
mans coming to vifit the Khan on that occafion, he iolenndy protelletl Sharif Mahainct
had undertaken that journey without liis privity ; and to let them againit A )u'l<'hiizi

Soltan, pretended that it was done by his advice. He went farth r, and told the 11, that it

was this laft, who had recalled the Uzbeks to fettle in the count ry of Aral, with a defi'^n

10 make ufeof them agaiiill tlicTurknianj, and that he haJ lent his brother thither to

' Hiflorv of tlic Turks, &t. p.341, ct fcq.
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prepare them for that purpf)fe : he concluded hv faying, that, as from thence it appean>d

lie was contriving ibino (langcrous plot againfi ihcm, their only coliR: was to prevent

liim by fd/ing liis pt-rfon.

This i\dvi{(! having been approved of by all the aflemblv, he canfed the gates of the

cnlllf to be Ihut, and fcnt to .wvvli Abu'lgii;i>-i Soltan, who \v.is ftill lalt aileep.
* Atier

this the Khan carrying him to Vaurfurdi, ordered the governor to fend him under a

itrong guard into I'erfia • that officer for bettc r fccurity, conducUd him in perfon to

Ihimailan, where Shah Seli ', the luccelTor of Abbas, then was ; who ordered hira to

be conveyed to li'patun, where he atfigned him a houfe and ten tiioufand tanga *

a-year, for his expences '

; but at the iame time had iiim carefully watched, that he

might not efcape.

Islandiar Khan died the firfl day of the year 1634.', after having reigned twelve

ycart!, ajid left two fons, Yufhan and Aflnaf. He was fuccceded by his brother Sharif

Mahamet Soltan, who fixed his rcfidence at Urjenz. This Khan was much at variance

with tlie Kalmuks (or Eluths), who in his time came and feized a great part of Karazm.

lie died in the year * 1642 ', leaving, as it Oiould feem, the throne vacant.

6. The Reign of Abu*Ighdzi Khan. •

//// Birth and Alarriage :— efcapet from Ifpahan : — fufpeFlcd tit Rajlam :— gets out of Perjta :—
received by the Tiirkmdns :— is proclaimed Khni; :— attacks Khayuk nuilhout Siiccefi : — nfter-

nvarJs takes it : — pcrftdinus Dealiug with the Turkmdns.— Knlmtik Ittvifiotis repelled hy the Khan .*

— he invades Great Bukhihia : — makes great Ravages :— attacked in his Retreat by a great

jinny : — his brave Defence :— defeats the Enenis :— makes new luvafions ;— reftgns the Crown .'

— his Death.— jlbu'lgh^zi Khan's CharaHer .-

—

he is honoured in Peifa,— Anufha Mahamet
Khan leagues again/} Per/la :— makes great Ravages,— Haji Mahamet Bahadur Khan's Sniboffjf

to Riiffia.— Revolution in Karazm.

ABU'LGHAZI Soltan was bom at Urjenz m the year i6c^ , on Monday, in

the month of Asfet, at fun-rife, forty-eigh; aays after the defeat of ti. ^ Kofaks before-

mentioned ' ; who having niet with, near the river Jaik, ten mercha: ;

" Urjenz,

trading to Rufllia, flew eight, and made the other two fcr. u as guides in th^ •
• / pedition.

On this occafion his father Arab Mahamet Khan faid, that child will be happy, becaufe

his enemies were defeated before he was born " ; and in regard his mother was de-

fcended from Soltan Ghazi '", fon of lILais Khan, he gave him the name of Abu'lghazi

Bahadur, and when he was fixtcen years of age, married him, granting him one half of

\'rjonz ; the other half of which he at the fame ti.je afligned to Habafli Soltan. The
year following ", upon fome diflercnce which happened between the two brothers, his

lather gave him the city of Kat for his port'Vin ; and not long after the unfortunate^

battle was fought, wherein the Khan was taken prifoner, and put to death by his un-

n:itural fons ".

' Ho afri'inleil tlic tlironcin 1629, at the age of fixtecn. ' Coin of Kara/ii.. ' Tliis happcnpJ
;il)i)iil the yrar 1(^,30 ; tor it wjs tliiitrcii years before ho was pniclaimod Khan. * Hcjvah 1044,
i-iillid Ghilki, or tlic liorfe. ^ Hojrah I052. * Hillory of the Turk'?, 5:r. p. ^-'9, and 347,
>; liij. ' Hi'jrah 1015, called Taudikan, or the hare. " P. 502. " The Tartars, in geno.ral,

•'!(• full of fucli fiipei (litious whimfies. '" Here the author gives hi;; genealogy f.oin Adam, which
tiie roai'er n\ay cuhly 1 laee fror- t!.^s hiftory as high as Jenghi/. Khan, whofe pedigree has been already fet

ionh. " This was in 1621. Hejrali 1031. '= Hiftory of the Turks, as before, p. 330,
ft k'O.
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What paflcd from that time, till Abu'lgluzi Solian was lent into Porfia, has boon
already related. Alter he had remained there in the condiiion of a prilbiicr ten years,

he formed the defign to make his eicape. I'his having been approved of by three of

his domeftics whom he acquainted with it, he called the pcrfon who had the guard of

him, and after he had ordered him to take a horfe, which had been fcnt him for his

kitchen, to the butchers, gave him a thoufand tanga, bidding him go buy a pretty flave,

and pafs the night with her. Hb w-irJ being gone full ol joy at his prefent, Abu'I-

ghazi, and his men, went in \u • "« .! ^, ;o a ne-ghbouring liable, and took out eight

horfes ; after which hi <:aaioJ a!i tueir heanis to be Ihaved : when every body

was at roll, he made on'- oT tl.'.m who could fpeak the 'i'urkilh and Perfian, to put on
his belt cloaths, bccaiiu- he was to repreleiit the nudor: the fecond domeftic was
drerted as a fort of gcnileman : the tliinl wore the garb of a valet, and himfclf was dif.

guifed like a groom.

In this equipaj'r leaving Ifpahan, they got faff to V-'l-itn '
: but three of th<^ir horfos

failing a little beyond that city, thiy were ot i.f,.v» lo iu>j> at a \'M.ige on the road, c;illrd

Boyiln, inhabited by Saghits. He who piiUcd tor the mallor being foatcd on a carpet

at the gate, with one of the valets Handing Ixliii.d him, while the other held the horles,

AbuMghazi < nfercd into the place to fwap the tired cattle. He [irefciitly got oil' two of

them : but h' ing alkcd one among the crowd who Hocked about him, which was tht»

way to the vili.igeoi Maghi ; an old man of levcnty grew luipicious of him, telling his

i\eighbou''s, ihat as fcarce one in ten of thoml'elves knew the way to Maghi, he judged

this muft lu- the Soltan of the Uzbeks, who was making his efcape. He added, that

as in cafe it was fo, there would be couriers afiir him in a diy or tuo : he advifed them
to fciice and carry him to Baflauj, or ai lealt not to ixchaiige horR's with him, in regard

thofe who did woul' have a bad time of it. On this occalion the counterfeit groom,
who fpokc the language of the country perfeflly well, by way of anfwer, told the o\'\

man a very formal fl )ry,too long to repwit Ikw ; which g.iining the peopN- on his fide,

he fwapped the third horfe, and got fulliciont informaiion about the roi.J

Having made great expedition to pafs the borders of Khorafan, he arrived at length

in the neighbourhood of Karakum % at a place vhere the road dividing, one led to

Mankifhlak, the other to the mountain of Kuran. Refolving to keep the fields no

longer (as sill then he liad done, tf) avoid meeting much people) he llruck into the

latter, and came to a village j which happening to he inhahi.ed by Turkmans, he afked

a lad whom he faw near the road, what ion of people thofe were. I'he boy having

anfwered, we are Kifilafaks ; he denanded how thoy came there, lince they bi*longed

to Mankilhlak ? The youth replied, that iht Kaimiiks had driven thcMn out of tlieir

habhations three years bel.>r", and nn.ned fof families ol the tribe of Irfari, known to

Abu'lghazi, who dwelt not Mr off.

The Soltan, glad to find himfelf out of the Pcrlan donn'nions, went to the villa"c,

where he was received with extreme joy ty the inhabitants, at whofe invitation he (laid

there tho winter ; but in fp. ng repaired to tf .• 'luikmans of the trbe of Taka, who
dwell near the hanks of the Amu, at the foot of die mountain Kuran. V.'ith thefe he
ftaid two years, and then went lO Mankifhlak, where he found no n>nre than feven

hunUred familiet;, who were reduciHl w ler v-.e ob-.'dience of the K.aimuks \ 'i'he

Khan of the KahnuLs being informed of Sohan's arrival in his dominions, fent one

M

' In the province of Komcs, and bor Vri c f Aft;i-.bid.

of K2ra7.n1. ' Or EluthMong".«
A b!i»ck fandy dcfart. on the horde.
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of ^is principal officers to invite n to court '. Ahii'lghazi accepting of the invita-

tion, was treated with great tlillu .ion the whole year he remained with him : after

which, having formed a ticdgn oi going to Urjcnz, tlie Khau fulFered him to depart,

with many marks of friend (hip.

He arnvd at that city in the year 164;^ ' ; and fix months after the Turkmans pro-
claimed him Kiian, in ihc coimtry of Aral, towards the cntnuico of the river Arrni into

the fea of Mazandcran : this was in 1644, two years after the death of Sharif Mahamet
Khan. Yiilhan and Afhnif, the two fons of Isfandiar Khan, his predeceflbr, being ia

polfcflion of Khayuk and Hazarafb, the Turkmans within their jurildidions refiifcd to

Aibmit to Abu'lghazi Khan ; and put themfelves under the protedion of Nadir Ma-
hamet Khan of Great Bukharia, after fending Alhraf Soltan to the Perfian court to be
broui^ht up there '.

Upon this Abu'lghazi Khan having fent twice to pillage the habitations of the fub-

jefts of Khayuk, Nadir Mahamet Khan placed conmianders and llrong garrilons in that

city, and Ilazaraib, and lent Isfandiar Khan's widow to dwell in the country of Kanlki;

having afterwards conferred the government of thole two places on his grandfon Kafim,

fon of KliilTiTan Soltan, Ahu'lglii/.i Khan refolved to pay him a vilit. I'o this end he

embarked his infantry in the country of Aral, to afcend the river KliefJ, as far as the

bridge of Talh Kupruk, and fi Ilowed by land with his cavalry. Being arrived at the

place of rendezvous, he marched with (bme of his foot to the borough of Kandum,
and parting a brook which lay between him and the city, hid an hundred and eighty of

his men in a valley : then with fixty bowmen and twenty muiketeers, advanced up to

the pl.icc, ordering them not to fire till they law him lire.

The enemy perceiving them coining, made a fally with a thoufand men, of whom
feven hundred had coats of mail, thuugli not above five of the Khan's were fo accoutred.

That Prince, without being dilinayed at their numbers, drew them dcxterouily to the

placf where he dcfigncd ; and then marching up, gave thorn fo rude a falutation with

arrows an I bullets, at twenty paces dilhince, as allayed much of their lirll fury ; while

thol uho lav concealed ccmiing to charge them at the fame time in Hank, they fell into

confufion, and tied towards Khayuk. The Khan, who was not able to purine for want

of horfe, returned, and lent his troops into quarters.—Mere i\bn'lglirizi Khan breaks

off his hiftory, having been hindered from liuilhiiig it by a grievous fickntis of which

he died. What follows was added by his Ion iuid fuccellbr, Anuflia Mahamet Bah;l-

dur 'vhan.

hi'me time after Nadir Mahamet Khan, of Great Bukharia, having recalled his grand-

fon KafHm Soltan from Khayuk ; Tint Yakiib, one of his lords, to Hazaralb, to govern

what he polfelTed in Karazin : but having, in the interim, been dethroned by his vaflals.

for his harfh treatment of them, they fot up his fon Abdallaziz Soltan. On the news

of ti.is revolution, Abu'lgliazi Khan marching to Khayuk, in the year 1646 *, found no

difliculty to polVefs hiinlelf uf it : after which he caufed }:^-o.:lainatn)n to be made, that

all the Turkmans who had qviiitcd their habitations on account of the late troubles,

might freely return home, on his promilb never to thin^ oi' thdr palt faults.

On thefe aflurances, thofe who dwelt beyond Ilazaiaib, ieiic deputii's to the Klian
;

who ordered, that they Ihuuld all repair to liim before that city, which he was gohig to

' Tlie author makes no mention where the Khan of tlie Kalmfiks kept his court, or whether any pait.

of Kara/m wa» then under his di'iiuMioii. It was at this time that the author leanu'd tlie Mojrul laii(;ua^t .

in whicli he wrotchiB hiilory. See Hilloiy of the 'l''irks, &e. p 31. ' Hojrah 10J3, called the Ghilaii,

or the ferp'iit : elfewhere Yilail. •' IlitU'ry 01 theTurks, i\c. p. 349, et feq, ^ Hejrah loj6

tailed Tauk, or the 'nu

takf
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inkf pofTrfTloirff, nnd tin iv rmilcr him their f.iiili mil homofjc. The Tv:' niilrslklng

;i(r''inlilrd, acrordini^ to iiis onlt-rs, he I'otu ti) ili liir ihcm lo provide U:\ ul.t.i \, , ^
milk ami catth-, hr \\v.\t he iutrikliil next li.iy to inakt; a yjiy,\t icnii. *'hi» havi;ijj

been pirfi)riiuii to the KhaiiV laIi^f.^clioll, In* tri-atid them vliv rplciuliJIy ; but towntdg

evening caufod ihcm all to bo killed, to the niindxr of two tlioufund perloius, and then

lont to plunder their habitations.

Ni'xt year' marchinp into the country of* 'I'arkhan. in qiirfl of the 'rurkmias, who
had quitted Kliayiik after Ilaiim Soltan 8 dejiarture, he put to tho Iword thofj whoiu

ho found ; hut the greater numb.-r Hod into tlio province of Jlamaburiui.k, whither lie

wont to diflodt;o them, in the yi'ar /i/kan, or tho nioufo *. Such a« knew not wIkto
dfo lo Ro font their wives and ' liildren into tho country of Aral, and imreiichod them.

folves und-r tlie ruins of fomc old walls. 'I'lio Khan tindiuj; iIumu in tliis fiiuation,

matle them fomo propolals ; but as they durd not trull him, they marched out a foot,

and threw th(^nil(lves tiefporately on his troops, but were fo well received, that not

one of thcin efrapod. After this Abu'lghazi Khan, being refolved to roiluce tho Turk-

mans fo low, that they fhould not be able to railo dillurbances lor the future, nude
feveral CTcpt-ditions againlf them, wherein ho challi/.ed tin in fevortly.

In the year of Saghir ', a loril of the Kalmuks coming with fonu- troops to Kat, raufed

many people to bo killed, and others to be carried into llavery. Sotjii after another

arriving to traffic, the Khan let them finilh their bufmcfs, and then following them,

defeated their rear in tho country of Yugurukbafh : after which, coming up with the

body of their troops, he put them to fligfit, leaving their elFecfs behind them. Three
years after ', Abu'l^h.izi Khan having been informed, that the Kalmuks hovered upon

the frontiers both of Great Hukharia and Karazm, with flrong parties, and made ter-

rible havoc wherever they came, font Abdolazi;( Khan notice to be upon his guard.

Meantime three lords of the Torgauts invaded the lands of Hazaralb, where they do-

flroyed the village Yefdus, and took out of another, C2".ed Danugan, much cattle

and people.

I'pon this advice Abu'lghax.i Khan took horfe immediately to purfue them, contrary

to the n queft of his officers ; and though they were ten days' inarch a-hoad of him,

yet by riding day and night, he at length ramc up with their rear, near the mountain

Irder, whom he defeated ; then purluing tho refl, overtook them in the country

of Segheri-rabat, where they were lo well intrenched, that it was impollible to force

them : but, on the other hand, as they durfl not fally forth to continue their journey,

they font all the plunder they had taken, with their bows and arrows to the Khan,

intrcating pardon for thj ofl'ence
;

pretending they did not know the above-men-

tioned villages belonged to fiim, and proniiling never to invade his dominions for the

future. Hereupon he fent them back their arms, and fullered them to return home
in peace .

After this, Subhan-koli Khan of n-Alk, who had married his brother Sharif Mahanict

Khan's daughter, font to intnai his aid againll Abdolaziz Klian, who had taken the

field with an intent to deprive him of his di)minions ". Abu'lghazi Khan, willing

to aflifl his n- ar relation, and revenge the injuries done hi« houle by Abdallah Khan,

advanced in the year Koy, or of the Oteep ", into the province of Kogherllik,

' 164.7, called It, or the year r)f tlie dog. ' The dvA of the duodenary cyclf of the Monjjols :

«vai the ytai 164X. ' Or.of the cow, iC^y. * In the year l.ii, ur the ciotoililr,

anfworii.g to l<)5 i. ' Hiftory of the Turks, &c. 1>.357. * reriiii r i'lforiiu ii», that Abilola/iz,

aflitted by Auring ich, fint hy the Gri-at M<)j(ijl, Shxli Ji haii laid fiegc to Balk ; hut fufpect Hg Aurciig-

/(•t> iiiiglii keep thi- city, wln-ii lakciij he ftrutk up a luJUfii peace with the Khoji, uuJ marched home.
' AufEffing to the year lOjj.

bordcrin?
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bnrdfrinp du Great Uiikhdria ; ami font a linily of ten thnufand men to plunder the

city of K.ai-ak.iil, \\W\U' he went in ptrlon a|^iiiii(l that of hiuut/.-balu, whi<h he delirnyed

with thirty or forty lUM^hbouriiij^ villages. After this he returned, for a while, to

Khayuk ; and ihrri^ in a Ircond invalion made the fame year, plundered Karakul

ahcll). 'Ihciice palling on to the province of (jordilh, hi- defeated an army of iifteen

thoufand nuii (fcnt by Abdolaziz KIkan, who was then at Kar(hi) fcarce a thoufand

of thi'in elcapim;. A groat part of thefe liu'uw thcnifelvcs into Karakul ; but the Khan
fulldwiii}; thi m, took prifoners all who were not flain, and burnt the few houfes that

rcniaiui'd in that town.

In t!i.' year Hi/in, or the ape ", ho took the town of '/arjui', which ho entirely

dcftroyod, and pliinileroci the country round it. Next year h(r wont and ravaged the

province of Yay/.i ', which extends from the city of Karakul to that of Nerfcm ; and
having taken much plunder, was gone back to his own frontiers, at the fame time that

Abdolazi/ Khan, accompanied by ICaiim Soltan, was on tho march, with a nunurous

army, to make a diverfion hi tho province of Koghertlik. But as loon as he heard of

Abu'l^hazi Khan's reiurn to Kora/m, h«' retreated with fo much precipitation, that many
of his men killed their hortes, though no one had thoughts of purfuing them. Abu'lghazi

Khan, who in the mean time had taken a turn to Khayuk, made another invafion the

fame year, with twenty-five tlunifand men, into Clreat Hukharia ; and having taken

the city of Karmina, gave it to be pillaged, returning with coniidcrablc booty, and
many prifoners.

Hut in his ret r -at having palled a river over a bridge, he caufed his tents to be fot

up there, and believing liimlolf very fecure in that place, ordered that the baggage

(liould begin to march at midnight, and that the army fhould follow at day-break,

ko'^ping about his perfon no more than his ufual guard of an hundred men Next
niorning, lome hours after tho army had decamped, one of his principal odicers

on'ercd his tent, and finding him (lill fait alleep, cried to him, " Rife, fir, is this a

time to flecp here?" but the Khan made aniwer, " Whom is it you would have me
afraid of, lince wo have not heanl of any enemy troops in all this province?" At the

fame time one cam-' to inform Abu'lgha/i Khan, that troops of the enemy apjxnu'O' 1

th<> other fule of tho rivor : and in reality it was Abdola/'iz Khan himfelf at tlie h

fixty thouland men ; who having been infonn.d, that the Khan of !v.irj/,in was j'c

to beficgc Karmina, by a b.ggar, whom that prince gave ;ui alms to on the nx .
..'

forward immediately, with all his forces.

Abu'lghazi Khan, on the enemy's approach, retired leifurely towards 1.*. t >
-

which l>eing about to pais a little marlhy brook, he lent orders for them to '\'
': -i >

fule. M<'an time a thouland horfeinen in coats of mail, bej;an to 'prel's li' . n. .

heels: on which the Khan, having gainotl a pafs, made his hundred men alight (as

he did himfelf) tho better to make uio of their mulkcts, and font to order his army to

return. After this he detached Yadigar Atalik (tho lirll lonl oi' his court) with

thirty men, to atiack tho thouland horle at the entrance of the dcl'ile, while he flood

re;H!y to fupport him with the reft. Yadigar executed his orders with fo much con-

duit, that havii.g liift iliiimed the enemy, by a clever lire made on them near at hand,

he knew io will afterwards how 10 niai:ago his fmall forces, by retiring or advancing,

as occ.ilion I'ervi d, that ho dil'puted the pal's till Anulhu Mahamct Bahadur Soltan

(the Khan's fon, then but fourteen years of age) came to his father's aillftance,

at I lie head of fix hundred horfemen, with three hundred foot foldiers behind

thcni.

• 1656. Ill tlic tranflation, Z.irdfui. Ill tlic tnuiflaiioii, Jaizi

Abu'lghazi
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Abu'lghiizi Khan, upon this reinforceiiicnt', marched out of the defile to receive

thofe thoufnnd men : but as in the interim the enemy's army had time to approach,

they were quickly iupported by a great body of troops ; which having furrounded the

Khan on all fides, would, doubtlefs, having mauled him feverely, if he had not ordered

his fon, Anuflia Mahannn, with lour hundred men, to fall furioufly on the rigiit

of a great fquadron, which blocked up (he road to their army, while he attacked the

left with the lix hundred that remained, 'lliis was executed with fo much fuccefs,

that having fcvced the enemy's troops on bitii fides, they maile their way through

them, and rejoined their own, which advanced in liaite, to refcue their Khan from the

danger he wan in.

As foon as he had put hindelf at the head of his army, he caufed it to inarch forward,

under command of Aiuiiha Maliaiuet, to attack the enemy's forces, which began lo

appear ; and as foon as the rell of his troops arrived, he made them advance to the

right and left of his fon, in order to fultain him. Then the engagement becoming

general, thcv {ought a long lime with equal fortune : but at length the juvenile courage

of Am Jha IVIahamet prevailing (although the iirll time he was at fuch an entertain-

ment) the armv of Abdolaziz Khan v.as defeated, noiwithfianding its great fuperiority,

and purfued as far as the above-mentioned river '. 'Ihe rout was fo fignal, that a

great number of the enemy, who could not gain the bridge, were drovmed in the

ilream ; and their Khan hiinltlf, though much wounded, was obliged to pafs it by

fwimmingv to avoid being t;iken.

Abu'lgh izi Khan riiurning to Khayuk with a. great number of prifoners, gave a

fplendid fetll: to all his lords and great otlicers; and afier he had in public extolled the

valour ol his fon, religned to him the city oi' lla/.aralb, with fubjeds for its defence.

Next year ' the Khan again entered (Jreat Bukhdria, and took the city of Wardanfi;

and caufing it to be lacked, returned loaden with plunder and prifoners. Four years

after', he made amnher expedition thither; and advancing to the very walls of

Bokhara, the capital of the whole country, caufed all the villages within its jurifdidion

to be dedroyed : after which he encamped before the gate Namofga, with an

intent to take thecitv ; but confidering that there would be no glory in fuch an exploit,

at a time when the Khan was abfent at Saniarkant, and that there were none but women
and lajiks, or burghers, in the place, he laid afule the delign till another opportunity,

and returned with much booty, and many prifoners.

Abu'lgha/.i Kiian being now fixty y 'ars old, began to confider, that there was

blood enough (bed to iatislv the pallioii of revenging the murder of the I'rincesof his

houfe committed by Abdailah Khan ; and that it would be acting againll the dictates of

conlcience to perfill any longer in giving dilUirbance to a IVince, who was of the fame
religion with hiinfelf, while he could more uli fully employ his arms againll the

Kalmukfi and Perlians, Guided by thefe fentiments, he lent ambaiUidois to Abdola/iz

Khan, wiih propolaK of peace ; which having bei-n accepted, iie recalled his troupe;

front ilu border ot (Jreat Bukluiria, and lent them towards the country of Khoralan.

After this, he refigned the throne to hi> fon Annrtia Mahainet Bahadur Soltaii,

with a defign to fpend the red (if his days in ferving CJud : but he died not long

after, in the month oi Kamadhan, in the yiar 1074 ", having regineil twenty

years .

It is miu-h tins river i* not iiumcd, ii(>r arc tin- iliilanci'5 ami iitiMtioiis of pl.iicii nivrkcd dilliiu'Hv

rnougli to he of futli frrvici- i;i ij-Dgrajiliv as niii'lit liavo hrcii pypr('tf<l. ' lU'iiijj tliot callnl It, or

til'' dog, a!'fvvi'riii(; ti) i^jX. In that lalird H.ir'f, ortlit- U^vr, lorrcfpondiiijj with 1660.
' 1663, called I'aullikaii, or l}u han-. Hillory of thi' Tiirkg, &( . p. 364, it li' j.

10 ('hardin
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Chanlln gives Abu'lgh'izi, or Abu'l Kazi ', (as he writes the name) a very advan-

ttij^eoiis cliaratter. He fays, that Princ(> knew lb wcli how to dir^rm'fe the natural

barbarity of the Tartars, tliat you would liavc taken him for a Periian, he behaved
wiih fuch a grace and afl'ability on all occafions ; fo that Shalt Sefi (for diUindlion lake

called Max.i ) obfcrving hiai enc' .ved with fo many rare qualities, aomitted liini

into his iiujels, or royal aflemblics-, whore he ranked him equal with the grandees

of his kingdom, an:i for his maintenance adigned him pcnfions no way inconfiderable.-

The fame puthor informs us, that on his being brought ^ to Ifpahan, Sefi look'^d

on him not as a robber, but a prii'oner of war, and paid him all the honours due
to a perfon of royal birth ; afTlgned him a revenue of fifteen hundred tomans, amounting
to fix thouiand pounds

;
gave him a ftately palace, richly furniflied, with a fuitable

nimiber of ollicers and retinue to attend him, iluring the ten years he continued the'e.

After his return * to Karazm, he proved a conilant friend to Pcrfia, keeping Subhan-
kuli Ki.an % and Abdo'laziz Khan " of Bokora, in fuch awe, that as loon as either

of til. i".'. entered Perfia, he was in the bowels of their territories.

But after his death, the crown defcending to his fon, Enufli Khan % Abbas the

focond withdrew his penfion, which in kindnefc^ he had given his father ; but the fon,

who looked on it as a kind of tribute, paid by the Perfian monarch to the King of

Kareflim, or Orkenj, to keep him from plundering his dominions, thought the furefl:

way to recov.rr it, or at lead to make himfclf amends for the lofs, would be to ravage

tile frontier provinces. To this purpofe he enters into a league with the two other

Khans againli; Perfia, cfpoufing the filter of the Prince of B;ilk, and giving his own ia

marriage to iiim of Bokora.
However, Abu'lghazi Khan having been of the Shiyah fetSir, of which the Perfians

are, and not of the Sunni pcrfuafion, fuch as the Uzbeks' profefs ; Knufh Khan
made open profeflion of the latter : but his allies, as a proof of his (incerity, required,

that he fliould begin the war firfl:, promifing next year to aflift him with all their forces.

Hereupon the Prince of Orkenj entered Perfia in the year 1665, but met with a

powerful refinance : for Abbas having been informed of the confpiracy of thefe petty

Kings, fet forward with a great army, refolving to conquer their territories, and annex

Balk to his own dominions. The Uzbeks terrified at his approach, thought it bell to

defifl: ; and next year fent their ambaffadors to beg a peace.

On the death of Shah Abbas II. which happened foon after, the Tartars taking heart

again, the Prince of Orkenj, in 1667, entered Merve Sava, with his Uzbeks*: who
finding no refillance, maile flrai e-^ ha\'ock ; nor could the governors have prevented

it, if they had force enough, coiifidering with what fwiftnefs thofe people inv;tde a

country, and retire. Perfia being thi-n governed by a young unexperienced Prince,

F'*« 'r !l

\i''-

' The author fayd, tho name figuifies Fntlior Arbiter : but Abu'lghazi fignilies tlie father of one who
fonquers on account of HigioM. ' Tliat if, the pallfd reign. According to Chardin, he was made

priloner after a battle, in which the Uzbeks loll twcbe or eighteen thoufand men. ' The cn'cuin«

ihniccs ot liiit efcape a e differently told by Chardiii. " That is, the Prince, the flavo of the pra'fe-

worthy, meaning go('. '' Cliavdin writes Abdulhazize Kaan, which fignifies the fervant ot the

Maieltv, meaning divine Majelly. ' Tiiat is, the lord of profit, the fame with Anniha Mahamet

Baiiadiir Khan. " Chardiu writes them Vulbeks ; which, .leeording to the Perlians, fignifies an

liu'idrcd lord?, to (liew that they are ;^,)verried by many Princes. He adds, that the Yufivks reieel this

ctjmology as falfe and injuriou' , laying, it is eompomided of Yufi, he, and bek., lord; as who flia!! fay,

he the lord, or he -p the lord : .is if thefe were thi only people on the earth, who are truly lords.—Coronatioa

1)1 Sclevnian III. p I I J. Hut in all likelihood this mull be a mittake, fincc, according to the Uzbek
hiil'iiy, they take their name from llzbek Khan, agreeable to a common cuftom among the Tartars ia

general. ' This mud be the territory of MarCl, fo often mentioned before, and tor u time belunginj

to h' <:aim.

VOL. IX. 3 B prcpara- U
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preparations to repel the enemy went on very flowly. At lafl: two great lords fot

forward with four thoufand men, to join the forces already in Kliorafan. Six weeks
after, money was fcnt to pay the troops in that province, under a convoy of two
hundred men : but the Uzbeks getting intelligence of it, fent out a party three thou-

fand flrong ; who took their meafures fo well, that they carried off all the treafure

in fpite of the troops that were detached to overtake them '.

From this time we find but little mention in authors about the affairs of Karazm, till

1714, when, according to Bentinck, Haji Mahamet Bahadur Khan, grandlou of

Abu'lghazi Khan, font a miniller to Peterlburg, to treat of an alliance with the couit

of Ruflia '. Webber mentions this Prince, but calls him only the Khan of Uzhik,
and fays, the dcfign of the cmbaffy was to prevail on Peter I. to oblige Ayuka Klian

,

his vaffal, not to join with the Princes his neighbours, or ftir them up aj^ainll hiau

On which condition he oifered to aflift the Tfar with fifty thoufand horfe, at any time,

and allow his karawans a paffage through his dominions to China ; which journey might,

be performed on a good road in four months, whereas that through Siberia was very

long and troublefome *. He propofed alio to enter into a treaty of commerce with

Ruiiia, which would prove of great advantage.

The ambaffador was Acherbi, about fifty years of age, of a lively and venerahle

afpecb, wearing a long beard, and an oRrich feather on his turban, which none but the

chief lords wear. He faid his Khan was turned of twenty, and the year before married

the King of Perfia's eldeft daughter : that his country was called Uzbek % and

refiderce Khiva, which confided only of tents and huts, but never fixed to a certain

place ' : that the Khan is a fovereign prince, but his authority limited by a fort 0.

fenate : that he was able to raife two hundred thoufand horfemen ; in which number
the Tfar judged were included all his male fubjedls, old and young : Laltly, that the

country of Uzbek bordered on China, Hindultan, and Perfia. Among other thingii

it is mentioned, that the Tfar liked the ambaffador's mufic well enough ', on which

occafion it mull be obferved, that the inhabitants of Karazm were formerly very famous

for their proficiency in that art '.

Bentinck informs us, that between 17 14 and 1724, when he wrote, there happened

?. revolution, of which he knew not the particulars ", Perhaps that mentioned by

Nacchi the Jefuit '°, may relate to it. This mifiioner takes notice, that fome years

before he wrote, he faw the Prince of the Uzbeks pafs through Aleppo, in his way

to Mohammed's tomb, with an intention to live there a private life. His fon had

rebelled, and having feized him, caufed his eyes to be put out, that he might have no

longer hopes of re-afcending the throne. He marched on horfcback with his eyes

bovmd up, conducted by fifty guards. But fince that time we underltand, fays Nacchi,

that the fon died miferably, anil his father was rcftorcJ '
.

It maybe prcfumcd, that Haji Mahamet was the unnatural child, although the title

of Haji, or pilgrim, better fuits the blind Prince : but Mahamet leeins too young to

have had fuch an entcrprizing fon. However that be, in 17 19 the Uzbeks of Karaziu

ought to have had a Khan of an entorprizing genius, and who could fee well to com-

mand in perfon the expedition againll BeckowJf.

' Chardin'sCoronationuf Soleyman, p. 116, i-t ieci. ' Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 373, in thenotf.

' S"" b«fore, p. Aol . a. ' liut flioiiKl tlul mad be dofL-rtcd. il would hiiidiT the piopliii^ of Siberia.

* Tbc author mitluuli tlif name of thi- people, for that of tlu- nuatiy. " That is. Ins fummiT cuinp ii

lutt fixed : but his wintt-r rrlidinic is I'rjcnz, oi fijimolhrr • <<
f

.
' Pii fiiit Hate ot Muiria, vol, i. p. 20,

tt feq. * Ue la Croi«*s liiftury of Gcii^liu Can, p 240. ' Hilloryofthe Turki, 5cc. a« before,

tj73.

' Hf wrote b'twcen 1720 and 17*4, wlieii his niemoirt weic printed, in the fourtli tomeofthe

eaoircidei IrLifliuniCiiSyric, «lcu Kgyp>. " i>t-'v.' Juuiiity from AKppo tu Daiualcu^i,, p.8u, rt (cq.

i\ CHAP.
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CHAP. \. — A DESCRIPTION OF GREAT BUKHARIA.

BOKHARIA, Bukhiirla, Bogaria, Bokaria, or Boharia, as it may be yariouffy

written, is the name given at pirfent to all the country or traft of land between Karazm,
ami tlie great fiindy dclart bordering on China. It fignifies the country of the Bukhars,
which Abu'lghazi Khan informs us, is a Mongol word, implying a learned man

:

bk^'caufe, adds he, all thofe, who have a mind to be inftrufted in the languages and
fcienccs, go into Biikhdria '. Hence it appears that this name has been impofed by
the Mongols, who conquered this region in the time of Jenghiz Khan. The fame

1. .. :„„„ .k,. n..uk„_„ „ir„...T,— ^ . j^^ j^ thofe places the term feems to be
This vaft region is divided intolara.

author mentions the Bukhars clfcwhere * ; but ;

rtflraincd to the hihabitants of ihe city of Bokh;i._. „ — »^f^.«„ .^ v..,.ucu n^l^J

two parts, the Great, and the Little Bukharia : but it is obfervable, that although

Abu'lghazi Khans frequently fpeaks of the former, he never once mentions the latter
;

which name, polTibly, may not be fo much in ufe with the Uzbeks ; or may have

come in ufe only fince the Eluths, or Kalmuks, conquered the countries comprized

under that denomination in the laft century. Both names are in ufe with the Ruflians,

from whom they came to us.

SECT. I. THE NAMES, EXTENT, SITUATION, AND PROVINCES OF GREAT
BUKHARIA.

NameSf Bukharia.— MawaraUnahr.— Turdn.—Uzbeks Country :— Its Situation and
Extent :— Soil and Produce

:

— Divifwn.

THE country of Great Bukharia is nearly the fame with that, called by the Arabs,

Miiwara'lnahr : which fignifies, what lies beyond the river, meaning the Jihun or

Ann"!, by the Greeks, Oxus ; and is little other than a tranflation of Tranfoxana, the

name given by the fame ancients to thofe provinces. Under this appellation was
comprehended all the fpace of country thofe powers poflefled beyond that river, which,

at different times, was of different dimenfions. Although generally Mawara'lnahr

fignified all the lands between the Jihun, and the Sihiin % now called Str, which

feparated them from thofe of the Turks ; wh<s during the dominion of the Arabs
in thefe parts, fpread very far over Grand Tartary. However, Abu'lghazi Khan,
;h()Ugh in fome places he feems to ufe the words Great Bukharia and Mawara'lnahr,

to denote the fame country ; yet, in other places, the fii It name feems to be more limited,

and even reftraincd to the territories of the Khan of Bokhara, one of the three powers

into which Great Bukharia is divided.

Great Bukharia is alfo comprized under the name of Turan *, or the country of

the Turks *
j which is likewife given, by :he Arabs and Pcrfians, to the countries

norih of the Amii, in oppofirion to Iran, or Perfia at hrge, fituate to the ibuth of

that river ; and includes a confiderable part of what fell in divifioa to Jagatay Khan,

fecond Ion of Jenghiz Khan, frouj whole defcendants the Uzbeks conquered it. But

here it mull be obferved, that Abu'lghazi Khan ufes the word Turan in a dilFerent

' Sec liillory (if tlic Turks, &f. p. io8. ' The fame, p. 141, et fcq. ' By the Greeks,

.Iiixartis. ' Abii'lfedii fays, iln> luiiiu- of Tun'm ii trivii to all Mawar;i".iiahr, t;i4t is, the cuiiiitiit*

bvl'.iiging ti) the i iayattrlah. So tlmff people were called by tlie Arabs : but by the iVifiaiis, Abtclab, or

Water of Gold. Thefe are the I'^phthaliies of the IJyiaiitiuc Liftoriaiii. > Ur of T V, from whom
liie IVniiiiik fay the Tuiitti ar« dcfcciidcd,

3 B a fenfe.
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fcnfe, namely, to denote the countries lying betwetti the river Sir, and the Icy Sea ',

or, perhaps, more particularly Siberia : For he tolls us, that Kuchum, or Kujum
Khan was driven by the KuHians, out of the country of Turin *j and it appears

from the RufTian hiitory, that he refided at Sibcr (near 'Jobollkoy) then the capital

of Siberia'. However, we incline to think with the l.nglifh tranilator, that inftead

of Tunin, in that phico it fliould be written Tms : and this opinion ' feems confirmed,

by a pafl'age in Abu'lghfizi Khan's hiflory, wliere the country of I'ura is exprofsiy

mentioned, together with Ruilia and Bulgaria ; without doubt, to fignify the couatry

about the ilv( r Tura, in Siberia, which falls into the Obi, over againft Tobolikoy.

As our early geographers gave this country the name of Zagatay, or Jagataj, from
Jagatay Khan, to whofe fliare it fell, fo the more modem call it I'zbek, from its

prefent pofleflbrs ; as if the name of the conquerors mufl neceflarily pafs to the

conquered dominions. B"' u any part of this grc:it continent (adds the tranflator)

ought to be called fo, it Ihould be that fituate between the rivers Jaik and Sir ; from

whence the Uzbeks came, and to which Mirkond refers, when he tells us \ Shaybek
Khan came from Uzbek, ami drove Rlir/a Babor, the iirlt Great Mogul, out of

iVIawara'lnahr. After all, cr-.tiiuies he, thcTe are names given by foreign hiilorians,

and geographers, to countries, and which ari- entirely unknown to the natives ".

Great Bukharia (wlucli feems to -omprehend Sogdiana and Baktriana of the

ancients, with their dependencies) is fituate between the thirty-fourth and forty-fixth

degrees of latitude, imd between the feventy-fixth and niaety-fecond degrees of

loni;itude. It is bounded on the north by the river Sir, which feparates it from tlie

*iominions of the Kluths, or Kalmuks : on the eafl by the kingdom of Kafhgar, in Litt.e

Bukharia (m the eaft : the dom- ions )f the Great Mogul and Perfia on the fouth;

and the country of Karazm on the wed : being about feven hundred and fixty miles

long from weft to call, and feven hundred and twenty broad from fouth to north.

Acc<irding to Bentinck, nature has denied nothing to this fine country to make living

in it agreeable. The mountains abound with the richeft mines; the vallies are of an

aitouiiiiing fertility, in all forts of fruits and pulfe ; the tields are covered with grafs

the height of a man ; the rivers fwarm with excellein fifh ; and wood, which is fo

fcarce all over Grand I'artary ", is fdund here in great plenty in feveral parts. In fhort,

it is the beft cultivated and inhabited of all the northern Afia. But all thefe bleilliigc

are of very little ulc to the Tartar inhabitants, who are naturally fo lazy, that they would

rather go fleal, or rob and kill their neighbours, than apply themfelves to improve the

benefits which nature fo liberally offers them "•

Great Bukharia is fubilivided into three great provinces, viz. thofe of Proper Buk-

haria, .Samarkant, and Jialk. f'.ach of thefe hree countries hath commonly its par-

ticular Khan ; but at pr;.fent the Khan of Bukharia is in poT'.lfion of the province

of Samarkant : I'o that all which lies to the north of the Amu, and alfo the caftern " part

of what lies to the fouth of that river, being in his hands, makes hiir. a very powerful

Prince.

' Hillory of the Turks, ice. p. 141. * The fame, p. 209. * The fame, part i.p '^;;

Th* Unie, pa' i p 131 ' Tfixcira'a hiilury of the Kin;;« of Pcifi;!, p. ^ ly. ' ; -t

h (liiry orthc I'lirki-, a. bi'l'orc, p 452,1! lei). ' Tin- ;itit!ioi lays, over th • rcil of Grind Tail ir.j

tlius making JJuklur a j part of it ; but improperly, wr timjk. _' Hillury of the Turk.*} as Li.'i :•,

j).45j. ' Kai:ii.r, wc lUuuid tbiiik, llic wcIUtii part.

I. m
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I. The Province of Proper Bukhdria.

373

Proper Bukharla.—Provinces, Duruganata :— Gordijh :— Kttzin and Kartnina. —» Bokhara City.—
The Water uniuhohfome.— High Priejl.— The Khan. — Religious If'ars.— The Cj'n. — C'jw-

merce there, tvith other Nations .- — Eafy Duties. — Karmina IVardanJt. — KarJ}). — Zami/tp

or Zam.— Pa/s of the River Amd.

THE province of Proper Bukharla, or Bokhara, is the mofl: weftern of the three,

having on the weft Karazm ; on the north a defart, call'^cJ Ly the Arabs, Gaznah ; on
the eaft the province of Samarkant ; and, on the fouth, the river vlmul. It may be
about three hundred and eighty miles 1' ng, and three hundred broad.

Abu'lghazi Khan, in the hiftory <jf his wars, n»eniions feveral provinces and
towns in Proper Bukhtu ia , fom • of whicli the French edit ir gives la account of.

With regard to the provinces, that author fj)(.'aks of four, viz. IJunigauata, Gordifli,

Ku/.in, and Karmina.

The country of Durugnnata Is a large province, borleringon that of Yanghiarik

in Karazm. GordKh, a large province ulfj, towards the frontiers of Kura-^m, is one of

the moft agreeable and fruitful in Great Bukliaria : it is aUo very populous, and well

cultivated. Kuzin ami Karmina, are two liitle provinces, fituate towards the middle

of Proper Bukharia '. The towns of Proper Bukharia, or Great Bakhiiria, mentioned

by Abu'lghazi Khan, are chielly Bokhara, '/-am, Wardanfi, Karakul, Siuntzbala, Karflii^

Zarjui, Nerfem, and Karmina.

The city of Bokhara, or Boglur, according to Jenkinfon, is fituated in the loweft

part of all the country, and, by his obfervation, in thirty nine degrees ten minutes

latitude, twenty ftages from Urjcnz. It is of great extent, and fortified with a high

wall made of f-arth. It is divided into three parts, whereof the caftle of the Khan, who
relides here, and what depends on it, takes up one : the nuirfas, officers of the court,

and thofe belonging to that Prince's retinue, the fccond part : the third, which is

biggeft, being poHlfled by the burghers, merchants, and other inhabitants. In this

lafl divifion, every trade, or profeflion, has it particular quarter. The houfcs, for the

moil part, are of earth ; but the temples, and many other llrudures, as well private as

public, are of Hone ', lumptuouily built and gilt ; efpecially the baths which arc fo

artfully contrived, that the like is not in the world.

The water of the little river that runs through the city, is very bad, breeding in

the legs of thofe who drink it, worms an ell long, between the flcfli and the (kin

;

which working out about an inch every day, are roUeil up, and thus cxtrafted • but

if they 'c, >k in the operation, the patient dies. For all this inconveniency, it is there

forbidden to drink any othtT liquor, but water and mares' milk : fuch -'.s break that

law being whipped through the markets. There arc ofiicers appointed to i'earch all

houfes for aqua vii;e, wine or brag ^ ; and in cafe they find any, to break the veifels,

fpcil the drink, and punifh the owners : nay, often, if a man's breath finells with ftrong

liquor, he incurs a good drubbing.

This great Uriclncls is owing to the metropolitan (or head of the law) in Bokhara,

\\\\o is more obeyed tlian the King : nav, he depofes him at pleafure, as he did the

King, who rei.ijned wlv n Jenkinfon was there, and his predecellbr, flaying him in his

••hamber in the night-time.

' Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 462.
bu'lghazi Khiui's hiiiory.

* iJeiit^iick fay;, tliey au' of brii,l[. :* Or, braga, as m
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vi

The King hath no great power, or riches. His revenues are but fmall, and he. is

maintained chiefly by the city : for he takes the tenth of all things there fold, to the

{;roat iinpoveriflimcnt of the people ; and when he wants money to pay his debts, fends

lis officers to take goods from the (hop-keepers upon credit, whether they will, or not.

Thus he acted to pay Jcnkinfon for nineteen pieces of kerfcy. However, that gen-

tleman was very civilly treated by him who reigned in 1559. iie often fcnt for, and
difcourfed with him about the laws, religion, and power of the European countries. At
his inflance likewifo, he fent an hundred armed men in purfuit of robbers, who had
att;icked his karawan : four of whom being taken, were hanged, and part of his goods

rcftored.

The country of Boghar was fonnerly fubjcft to the Perfians, and th^ PciTkiu Ian-

guage is there fpokon : but the Bogharians are continually at war with thofo noigl,.

hours, on account of religion, although both nations are Mohamnu'dans. They '.ike-

wife quarrel with them, bccaufe thoy will not cut the hair off their upper lips, as they

and all other Tartars do. Tiiis they reckon a great fin, and for that reafon call them

Ka^rs, that is, unbelievers, as they dv) the Chriftians. Ten days after Jenkinfon left

the city, the king of Samarkant came and befieged it, in abfenc? ot that Prince, who
V .'S at war with one of his kinfmen.

They have no gold coin at Bukhara, and but one piece of filvcr ', worth twelve-pence

Englifh. I'heir copper money is called pool(>s, whereof one hundred and twenty go to

the filver-piece ; wiiich is not fo jomnionly ufed in payment as the ripper, the King

caufing it to rile and fill every ot. -r month, and fometimes twice a month.
As to the trade of Bukhara, Jenkinfon obferves, that in his time there was a groat

refort of karawans from India, Perfia, Balk, Rullia, and other countries : but he adds,

that the merchaius are fo p( or, and bring lo few wares, which yet they mud wait two

or three years to fell, that there is no hopes of any trad,' there worth tcllmving. The
Indians brought nothing but white calicos, and carried back wrought filks, red hides,

(laves, horfes, and fuch like ; but would not traffic for kerfeys, and other cloth.

ThePerfians brought krafka, woollen and linen cloth, wrought filks, argomaks, and

the like ; carrying from thence red hides, with other wares of Ruffia, and (laves of divers

countries. The cloth they had from Aleppo in Syria, and other parts of Turkey ; there-

fore would buy none of Jenkinfon 's. The Ruffians carried red hides, (heep-fkins, woollen

cloths, wooden vedlls, bridles, faddles, and fuch like, which they exchanged for ca-

licos, filks, krafka, and other wan s ; but the vent is very fmall. Formerly karawans

came from Kathay ', when the way was open. They were nine months on the journey,

and brought muik, rhubarb, fatin, damaik, and other goods : but that conunerce had

been obdruded for tv/o or three years, by the wars which continued to diUracl the

countries of T.fk n and Kafgar ', two cities that lie in the way \
Bentinck, who feims to have taken his defcviption of Bokhara wholly from Jenkinfon,

obferves further, that this city is conveniently fituated for trade with the above-men-
tioned countries ; and tiiat the duties commonly paid there are very moderate, not

amounting to quite three per cent. But that on account of the extraordinary oppref-

fion, which the foreign merchants contiimally meet with there, the trade is very fnnll

at prefent. However, from hence thi' dominions of the (ireat Mo^'ul, and part of

Pcrfia, are fupphcd with all forts of dried fruits, of an txquilite flavour \

' Bri'.tinck fays, il.t- mom y of Perfia ainl the Indies ia cumiit htrtzlfo. ' Or, China. ' Or,
Taftikaiil ami Kafhj;ar. 1 liofe jioople, wlio were at war \vil!i Tadikiint, now ttic capital of the Ealh rii

'I'tJikt-H I,, Mirt- tlic Koffik".. ' .Iii.kiiifijii'a voyajif lo Boghar, in I'urch. Piljjr, vol. lii. p. 259,
«t ie*i- ' Hiftof) of the Turks, &c. P. 465, ci fcti.

The
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The

The fame author gives fome account of three or four more of the cities belonging to

proper Bukharia. Karmina is fituate in the province of the fame name, towards

the frontiers of Karazm, to the north-well of Bukhara ; and is but inconfiderable at

prefent.

Wardanfi lies to the weft of the fame city, near the borders of Karazm. It is a

pretty large, fcambUng town, inhabited by the Bukhars, who traffic into Porfia and

Karazm.
Karlhi is fituate on the north fide of the Amii ', and is at prefent one of the bed

towns in Great Bukharia, being large, populous, and better built than any other in that

country. The neighbouring lands are exceeding fertile in all forts of fruits and pulfe,

and its inhabitants drive a great trade in the north parts of the Indies.

Zamin * is a finall town upon the right (or north) fide of the AmA, towards the

borders of Perfia. It is remarkable for nothing but its paflage over that river, which

is of great advantage to the Uzbeks of Great Bukharia, in their expeditions on that

fide \

2. The Province of SamarkanU

Bounds and Extent :— Samarhant City

:

—TheCaJlU:—Famous Academy:—The River:—Silk Paper:

Fruits.—Olrar, or Farab.—Kojand and Termed.—Kdjh—An^hien.—Mnp of Bukharia.

THIS province, called Mawara'lnahr, by Bentinck, lies to the eaft of Proper Bu- -

kharia, and north of Balk. It extends as far as the borders of Kaihgar in Little Bu-
kharia ; being about live hundred and forty miles long from weft to eaft, and five

hundred broad from fouth to north.

This country, formerly, was full of flouriftiing cities ; moft of which are now
ruined, or much decayed. The chief of all is Samarkant, or Samarkand •, fituated on
a river and valley called Sogd \ in the latitude of thirty-nine degrees, thirty-fcven mi-

nutes, twenty-three feconds, according to the obfervation of Ulugbeg, who reigned

here in 1447. It is feven days' journey to the north-eaft of Bolthara. It falls (hort,

at prefent, fays Bentinck, of being lb fplendid as it was in times paft : yet it is ftill very

large, and well peopled. It is fortified with ftrong bulwarks of earth % and its buildings

are much in the fame condition with thofe of Bokhara, excepting that one finds feveral

private noufes built of fttme, there being fome quarries ' about the town.

T'he caftle appointed for the refidence of the Khans, is one of the moft fpacious : but

as at prefent this province has no particular Khan, it falls infenfibly to ruin ; for when
the Khan of Great Bukh.lria comes in the fumnier to piifs fome months at Samarkant,

he ufually encamps in the meadows near the city.

The acatlciny of I'ciences in that city, is one of the moft famous among the INIo-

hammedaii^j, who relort from all the neighbouring countries to perform their ftudies

tlure.

The litt'f river, which pafles by the town, and falls into the Amu % would be of

great convenience to the place, by opening a communication with tlie n nghbounng

' It lies bftweiMi Bokhara and Sainarkaiit. Tim-rJx^ ufuallv mcamped with his army near this city.

Kaiftii lignifus a piilacf, a iiamc civ\n to NakfliaK ,i Ncfof. It ftauds >.»n the river Tuin. 'Called

HilK)ry of the I'lirkv, aa bi'forvi p 464, el fen.
' " 1:

<-.i ^ Abii'lfcda fays, il had a wide dittli

, „ _ „.^,
f,

^^.y, -...-. Written by foiiic,

* Hence the Sv)gdiana of the ancients. " Abii'lfeda fays, il had a wide dittli

' Thefime author tays, the» are diiR in a h 11 called Kuhak, and tl'at the llnets are

alfo Sanun and Zam.
Sanurakaiul.

Tumid tiie walla. „„ .,„ ..^ ,, „„ . „.^ ^...^^ ........ ^_.vw ...»,,»»,

pived with Hones. ' To the fontli-well : oUicra nwkc it u> nle a few raileu cail trf the Amu, and

fall .ato a lake 10 the call of Sanaarkaiit.

dmioions.

'
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dominions, if the Inhabitants had but the induflry to nniko it nrivi}Tablo '. But for (vatic

to ilourifh, there would require another kind of niafter than the MolianinioJan Tartars.

Ir is laid, tliat ^amarkant furnillies the beautif'ulleil filk paper made mall Alia, which

makes it in Rriat requell: throughout the call. The couuiiy produres pears, apples,

raifui!', and melons, of ai\ exquilite talle, and in fuch plenty, that it lupplies the

empire ..f the Great Mogul, and a part of Pcrfia with them.

'I'he other remarkable cities in tliis province were Otrar, Zarnuk, Kojand, Kafli,

Saganian, Wafhjerd, and Termed : but of thefe we meet with Icarce any account in

modern travellers. Otrar, called by the Arabs, Farab, is the moll dillam city froni

the capital, and lies almolt due north. It Hands in the moll north-welt part ol iho

province, on a fmall river, which two leagues thence falls northward into the Sir '.

This place is famous for the death of ..' lur-beg. or Tamerlan, in 1405 ; and though

not confiderable at prefint, was the capital of Turk( lliin, when that kuigdom \\as in its

flourifhing flate under Kavar Khan, before-mentioned.

Kojanii, or Kojend, lies fcven Hages to the north-eafl ofSamarkant, and four fouth

of 'lalhkant, or Alihilh, on the riv r Sir, being a famous palTage over that rivtr, as

'lermed is over the Amii. Saganian and Walhjerd are featcd on the river Sagaiiiaii,

that falls into the Amu. Kalh lies not f;ir to the eafl of Karfhi, and fouth of Saiirar-

kant. Timur-beg was Prince of this city before he rofe to ]m greatiiefs.

To thi'fe places may be added Anghien, which is the mofl eaflern town of note in

Great Bukh.iria, Handing near its bordi^rs towards Kufligar, and not far liom the i'ource

of the Sir, on whof- northern bank it is fituate, in the latitude of forty degrees; ac-

cordirg to ihc Jefuits maps of 'libct, drawn from the journals of Chinefe and 'J'artar

travellers. For exhibiting the country from thence, to the C!afpian Sea thole luif-

fioners tranfuu'tted memoirs, which were put into the hands of Mr. Danville, in order

to make a general map of Tatary : but as thofe memoirs are not jiubliihcd with the rell

by Du Halde, nor any marks inlerted in this map by roads, or othcrwife, whereby one

may trace or dillinguifh the places to which thofe memoirs relate; we are quite at a

lofs to know how far thv-y were of ufe to that fkilful geographer, in drawing the part

which concerns Great Bukharia, more particularly as to the courfe of the Sir with thi;

countries and rivers to the north of it, wherein his map differs fo widely from and

feeras to excel aii othris.

3. T/.>e Prorincf of Balk.

Bounds nnd Extent : —'i'M and Produce:— Inhabitants chilized.— City cf Bull:—The Khatis Cafll^:

Its Trade.—Anderdb.—Lapis Lazuli ^tarries.—Bndag-JI'dri.—Mines cf Held, Silver, and

Rubies.—belur-tug.

THF province of Balk or Balkh, lies to the fouth of the province of Samarkant,

.nnd call of that of Proper Bukharia. It is .ibout three hundred and fi.xty miles long,

and two hundred and forty in breadth.

Bentinck obferves, that although this part is but fmall, in comparifon of all the reft

which is in the hands o{ the Kh.m of Bukharia
;

yet being extremely fertile, and tho-
roughly cultivated the Prince, in whole polUinon it is, draws a fair revenue out of it.

This province particularly abounds with filk, of which the iidiabitants make very pretty

Auti's.

' Abu'lftda faf», the water was roiivcycil by Icadoii pines into the city. Sec hit Defer. ChoKifniia,
ice. p.Cj. ' Called, furmcrly, Jilnin, und Auhufli.

I* The

1^
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The Uzbeks, fubjeft to the Khan of Balk, are the mod civilized of all who in-

habit Great Bukharia, to which the large trade they have with the Perfians and Indians,

ill all likelihood, contributes much ; excepting in this, and that they are lefs thicvifli,

and more indultrious, they ililFer in nothing from the other Tatars'.

The country of Balk is divided into {everal provinces : the mod remarkable are

Khotiiin, or Katlan, ''"
kharcftan, and Badaglhan. Its chief cities are Balk, Fariyab,

lalkJin, Badagflian, .-it Anderiib.

The city ot Balk is htuate towards the borders of Perfia, about fifty miles to the

fouth of Teimcd, on the river Dehalk, which about forty miles thunct to the north-

wed falls into the Ainii. Bentinck informs us, that Balk is at prefcjnt the mofl con-

liderable of all the towns poffeffed by the Mohammedan 'I'atars, being large, fair, and
well-peopled : molt of its buildings are of done, or brick ; and its fortifications confid

of bulwarks of earth, fenced withoui^ with ^ drong wall, high enough to cover thole

employed in its defence.

The Khan's cadle is a great building, after the eadern fafliion, built alniod wholly

of marble, dug out of the neighbouring mountains, which afford fine quarries of it.

It is jealoufy alone which has hit! .-rtc referved this Prince in the poffeflion of his do-

minions, a., it is fure to find him afupporr from one of the neighbouring powers, when
the r ;« tr appears difpofed to feize his tei Itories.

Ai» oreigners having free liberty to tranfaft their affairs in this city, it is become the

refort of all the bufinefs carried on between Great Bukharia and the Indies ; to which

the fine river above-mentioned, which paffes through its fuburb, contributes not a

little. Merchandizes pay two per cent, going in and coming out ; but thofe who only

travel as paflengers, pay nothing at all in this place.

The town of Anderab is the mod fouthern, which the Uzbeks poflefs at prefent

;

being fituate at the foot of the mountains which feparate the dominions of Perfia, and

the Great Mogul from Great Bukharia. as there is no other way of eroding thofe

mountains towards India with beads of carriage, but by the road through this city, all

travellers and goods from Great Bukharia, defigneJ for that country, mud pafs this

way ; on which account the Khan of Balk condantly maintains a good number of

foldiers in the place; though otherwife it is not very drong.

The neighbouring mountains afford ve. y Hch quarries of lapis lazuli, in which the

Bukhar inhabitants drive a great trade witl; ihe merchants of India and Perfia. For the

red, Anderab is very rich, and well peopled, ^jnfidering it is but fmall. Merchandizes

pay there four per cent, for liberty of paling.

Badaglhan is fituate at the foot of thofe high mountains * which feparate the do-

mini(Mis of the Great Mogul from Grand Tartary. It is a very ancient city, and ex-

ceeding (trong, by its fituation in the mountains. It is dependent on the Khan of

Proper Bukharia, and ferves him for a ki;id of date prifon, where he fhuts up thofe

from whom ho thinks it convenient to fecure himfelf.

This town is not very big ; but it is wi II enough built, and very populous. The
inhabitants are enriched by the mines of gold and filver, as well as rubies, which are

in their neighbourhood ; thole who dwell at the foot of the mountains gathering a

great quantity of gold and filver dud in fpring out of the channels, .nade every year

by the torrents, which fall in abundance fr. "ii the top of thofe mountains, when the

fnow melts ^

.

' Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 46^.

llillory of the Turkb, ^c. p.^66, cl I'cq.

VOL. IX.

Tlicfe are called Rclilr Tag, or the dark mountains.

3 c Thofe
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Thofe mountains arc called, in the Mon^^ol lansuaf^c, BeMr Tag, or thr^iki-k moun
tains: in thtun rifcs the river Anin, thi>re calleii llarrat ; on tlic north fide of whit a

Badakfh in Hands, aboiii "! Imndral miles Iroiii its I'uurce. Its dillanco, from Bilk,

N oout two hundred and -'iy
i

anvl t'roiu Aiij^hien, in tlie province of Saiuarkant,

two hundred and ten. It is a groat ihorouj^hFare of the karuwan .'f.-figned for Little

Bukharia, or Cl'.aa, wluc^i take iho fame road.

, ti

SECT. II.—THE INHABITANTS OF OREAT BUKHARIA, THEIR MANNERS ANO
CUSTOIVtS,

THE inhabitants of Great Bukharia are, i. The Bukhars, or Tajiks, who are

the ancient inhaliitants. 2. Tin- Jaji;atays, or Mont^ois, wli > fettled there under J,i-

gatay, fecond fon of Jenglu/ Khan : and, 3. Thr Uzbek Tartars, who are the prcfeir

poflelTors.

I. The Didbars y or Tajiks.

Tilt Bukhdrs:—their Perfotu.—Men's Dreft- Jt^omfii't IiaHl.— Reli^i.n.—Trnd(.—j4wrff t»

ffar.—Thiir Origin uiiknotvn.

ALL the towns, both of Great and Little Bukharia from the borders of Karazm

as far as China, are inhabited by the Bukhurs ; who being th.' ancient inhabitants of

thofe provinces, have that name given them throughout the ealt : butth" 'lartars com.

monlv call them Tajiks ; which word, in their language, lignifies nearly the fame as

burgefs ', or citizen.

The Bukhars are commonly of the ordinary fizc, but well fer, and very fiur coin-

plexioned, confidering the climate. They have, for tiie moil part, large eyes, black

and livelv ; are haw\-ii'^fed ; their faces well fliaped : their hair biack and very fuu';

their beards thick ; ju;n;»j ., theypartake nothing of the deformity of the Tartars, amon;^

whom they inhafo; Th .• women, who are generally large, and well ihaped, have tine

complexions, an-.! vtry b-iautiful features.

Both men and wonica ufe calico fhifts and drawers : but the men wear, befides a

kaftan (or veil) of fonie quilted filk or calico, which reaches to the calf of the V''^^;

with a round cloth bonnet, Ihaped much after the Polilh falhion, having a lar^c fur

border: fome alfo wear turbans, like the Turkiih, 'I'hey tie their kaftans about the

middle with a girdle of a kind of filk crape, which goc>-. feveral times round the bod-
;

and when they go abroad throw over it a long cloth govn faced and even lined in vtin.

ter with fur. Their boots are made like the Perfian bulkins, but not altogether fo near

;

and they have the art of preparing horfe hides for the purpofe, after a very fingalar

manner.

The women wear long gowns of calico or fdk, which are pretty full, and hang loofe

about the body. Their flippers are fhaped like thofe worn by the women in the north

of the Indies ; and they cover their heads with a little flat, coloured bonnet, letting

their hair hang down the back in tn fl s, adorned with pearl and other jewels.

All the Bukh.irs profefs thj Mohammed n religion, nearly ;J"ter the Turkifli form,

except in fome tew ceremonies. They fubriit entirely by following mechanic trades

or commerce, \\\\x\\ is wholly in tluir hands, neither the Kalmiiks nor Uzbek Tartars

meddling with it. But as fddom any foreign merchants arrive aiuong them, efpecially

' In fontcmpt for their livln^r wluilly in tinviis, iiii 1 fallowing merchaudizc : whcrciB the Tartars prefer

tke ftelJ, <uiJ Ircat. cumuti-rto ns u bafi', mean etnpluy incut.

in
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in thofo parts whore tho Mdhaininctlan Tartars an- inaftcrs, the Rukhlrs go In crov.i.ls

to China, the Indies, Perlia, and 8il) ria, wIktc they tnn^e to very confiderable ad-

vantaj^o.

Alihoucjh thoy p-iflefs all the towns of tin fe provinces, they ii v,r meddle wit! rmi
upon any accoui't, and trouble thenifdves only about their own aflairs ;

paying he

Kalmiiks aTuI U.bck 'rartar,"-', who an- in polli-fllon of the country ', a certain tribute,

regulated yenr]\ for every town and villaj^e. ( >i this account the 'I'arnirs dcfpifi" them
txtrcinely, tna inp them as cowardly, limple ptopl. , as may be obiervcd in leveral

places of Abu'li^hazi Khan's hillory before iii'erted.

l he Bukh.lis thcndclves are utterly at a lots whence they draw their origin*. How-
ever they know by traditi' n, th, they are not originally of Bukharia, but came thither

from foinc dillant country. They a- w led int<^ tribes, like the Tartars, and n any

other eaflcrn people: wncnoo tholt* «p*

fane, take occafuMi to ' M^nifc, that tnev

Ifrael ', whom Salmanaflcr, King ot

To fupport this conji tturo it is obfervc«.

of Jews, and many cufloms not unlike theii

too weak, for being convincing proofs *.

f to reconcile facred hiltory with pro-

delcendanrs of the twelve tribes of

.rned into the kingdom of the Medes *.

Bakhars have much tie appearance
' the author thinks fuch limilitudcs

2. T/jc Jagatay Tartars.

EVER fmce the time of Jagatay Khan, fecond fon of Jenghiz KIi n, who had for

his (hare Great Bukharia and Karazm % thofe provinces bore the name of Jagatay, and
his Tartar (or Mongol) fubjeds, whom he brought along with him, that of Jagatay

Tartars j till Shabakht Soltan, having driven out the defcendants of Tamerlan, the

name of Jagatays gave place to that of Uzbeks : which, fays the author, our geogra-

phers do not obferve, continuing flill to give the name of Jagatay to Great Bukharia,

although it has ceafed above two hundred years ago. However, it is ftill ufed to dif-

tinguim the Tartars who firfl: poflefled that country, from thofe who are the prcfent

mailers of it, although both, making now but one mixed body, are comprized under
the general name of Uzbeks. On the other hand, the troops of the Great Mogul of
India are called Jagatays by the Orientals ; becaufe they were the Jagatays who con*

tjuercd it % under Soltan Babor, after he had been expelled out of Great Bukharia.

3. The U'zbck Tartars of Great Bukharia.

TJ:e Uzith : — their Drefs, Diet, Language, Anus : — robnjl and brave : — the Women warlike: —
their Horjes :— always at li^ar : —Jew dwell in Towns.

THE ITzbeks who poflefs this country, are generally reputed the moft civilized of

nil the Mohammedan Tartars, notwithftanding they are great robbers, like the reft.

As low as their boots, which they wear very cloulcrly, they are clothed, men and
women, after the IVrfian falhion, but not at all fo cleverly ; and the chief among them
wear a plume of white heron's feathers on their turbans.

' The U/boksaif in polTcflion (if Great Biikli.iria, and the Kahiv.'ikt of the LefTcr. * The author

woulil have done well to have fatistied his readers, whether the Bi.kliars be the fame people with the Sarts

of K:ir.i/,m, or not ; aird if not, to have meiuioued in what refpcdi! they differ, * Methiiiks their not

bi'iii^- daided into tribes, is an argument a^^aiull, not for, this idle notion. • 2 Kings, xviii.

Itciiiinot be olherwife, in conlVqiiinee of their being Mohamnndans. ' Iliflory of the Turks, &c.

p. 455, et fi(j. • Railier the eai\ part ot it, containing Kat and Kayuk, with the countr)- of tho

\i;;i..s,or t )ghurs and Kalligar, \^liicli conipri/13 Little Bukharia. ' Hiftory of the Turks. Cvt,

p, 458, et fetj.
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Pillaw (which is boiled rice, after the fafliion of the Orientals,) and horfe-flefh, are

their mod delicious vidtuals ; kumis and arack, both made of mares'>milk their com-
mon drink.

Their language is a mixture of the Turkifli, Perfian, and Mongol tongues : yet they

are able to underfland the Perfians, and the Perfians them.

Their arms are much the fame with the reft of the Tartars, viz. the fabre, the dart,

the lance, and the bow of a larger fize than ordinary, which they make ufe of with

much ftrength and dexterity. I'hey have begun, for fome time part, to ufe muflcets,

after the Perfian manner. When they go to war, a great part of their cavalry wear
coats of mail, and a little buckler to defend them.

The Tartars of Great Bukharia pique themfelvcs on being the moft robuft and brave

of all the Tartars ; and they muft needs be a courageous people, feeing the Perfians,

who are naturally very brave, are yet in fome meafure afraid of them. The women
alfo of this country value themfelves on account of their bravery. Bernier relates to

this purpofe a very romantic account, which was given him by the Khan of Samarkant's

ambaflfador to Aureng Zeb. The truth is, that the Tartar women of Great Bukharia

go often to war with their hufbands, and do not fear coming to blows upon occafion.

They are, for the moft part, very well made, and tolerably handfome ; nay, fome of

them may pafs for perfeft beauties in any country.

The horfes of thefe Tartars make but a very forry appearance, having neither breaft

nor buttocks, the neck long and ft^ralt, like a ftick, and the legs very high, and no
belly. They are, befides, of a frightful leannefs : for all this, they are exceeding

fwift, and almoft indefatigable. They are eafily maintained ; a little grafs, though ever

fo indifferent, and even a little mofs, fatisfying them in cafe of need : fo that thefe are

the beft horfes in the world for the ufe the Tartars make of them.

They are continually at war with the Perfians, the fine plains of the province of

Khorafan favouring their incurfions : but they cannot penetrate into the 'dominions of

the Great Mogul, for the high mountains which feparate them, and are inacceflible to

their cavalry.

Such of them as feed upon their cattle, live under huts, like their neighbours the

Kalmuks, encamping fometimes here, fometimes there, according to their conveniency

:

but thofe who cultivate the lands, dwell in the villages and hamlets, very few of them
living in the cities or towns, which are all poireiTed by the Bukhars, or ancient

inhabitants '.

SECT. III. THE KHANS OF GREAT BUKHARIA.

Introduction.— As we do not propofe to give a complete hiftory of the feveral

races of the Kings of this country, but only of fuch as defcended from the famous Jen-

ghiz Khan ; we fhall refer our readers for thofe who preceded the times of that Khan,

to the tninflations of Almakin and i!^f^u*lfaraj % with the extrads given by Teixeira

and DTIerbelot \ from other Oriental liiftorians. The fucceflion of the Mogul Khans

Is divided into two races, or branches : the firft that of the Jagatays, or thole who de-

fcended immediately from Jagatay, fecond fon of Jcnghiz Khan : the fecond that of the

Uzbeks, who derive their origin from Juji, eldeft fon of that conqueror. Of the firft

* Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 458, tt feq. ' Both from the Arabic : the firft by Erpcnius,.

under the title of " Hiftoria Saractiiica ;" the fecond by Dr. Pocock, and (lylcd " Hiftoria Conipendiofa

Dynaftiariim."
f Ihc firit in tht Hiftory of Pcrfia ; the fecoad in Uis " iiibliotbeque Orientale."

Abu'lghazi
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Abu'lgh^zi gives a regular hiftory, though in brief, and not accompanied throughout

with the dates and lengths of the reigns. Of the Uzbek Khans of Great Bukharia,

he treats only occafionally, on account of the wars, or alliances, that happened between
them, and the Khans of Karazm.

I. The Khans defcended from Jagaiay Khan.

Jagatny Khan.— Kara Hulaku Khan.— Doyzi Khan.— Tafun Tim&r Khan.—AH Saltan Khan.—
Kazan Khan, — Amir Kazagan. — Seyrui Tamijh Khan,— Togl&k Timiir Khan.— Amir TimUr
Khan.

JAGATAY Khan had fomething fo very fevere in his afpeft, that every body was
afraid to look at him : but he had a vaft deal of wit, on which account it was that

Jenghiz Khan gave him, for his (hare, all the country of Mawara'Inahr, and half of

Karazm, as well as the Vigurs ', and cities of Kafligar, Badaglhan, Balk, and Gafnah,
with their dependencies, as far as the river Sir-indi, or Indus. However, he never

refided in his dominions, but with his brother Ugaday (or Oktay, at Karakoranv) leaving

proper perfons to govern in his abfence. He had feven fons, Mutugan, Muzi, Balda
Shah, Saghin>lalga, Sarmans, BulTu-niunga, and Baydar.

Jagatay dying in 1 242 % he was fucceeded by his grandfon Kara Hulaku, fon of
Mutugan ; who deceafing while his fon Mubarak Shah was yet very young, his mother^
Argata Khatun, took the regency till he attained the age which qualified him to reign

by himfelf. After the death of Mubarak Shah, Algu, fon of Baydar, came to the

crown, and had for his fuccelTor Barak Khan, who in the third year of his reign embraced
Mohammedifm, and took the name of Jelal-addin. He dying, the dignity of Khan was
conferred on Beghi, fon of Sarmans ; who was fucceeded by BUga Timur, a great

grandfon of Mutugan,

Buga Timiir had for his fucceflbr Doyzi Khan, fon of Barak Khan ; who was fuc-

ceeded by his fon, Konza Khan. Konza dying, Baliga alfo, a grandfon of Mutugan,
afcended the throne, and was fucceeded by Ifan Boga, fecond fon of Doyzi Khan. After

him, his brother Dwi Timur held the fceptre of Mawara'Inahr, which was poffefled

next by his brother Tarmafhir; who embraced Mohammedifm, and reftored t-nt

worlhip, which had almolt become extinft fince the time of Barak Khan.
Tarmaihir Khan was flain by his brother Butan Khan, who afterwards feized the-

throne, and had for his fucceflbr his nephew Zangfhi. Yafun Timur, brother of this

Khan, envying him the dignity, refolved to make him away alfo : but their mother
fufpcding his defign, advifed Zanglhi Khan to be on his guard ; who immediately

taking the field againfl: Yafun Timur, had the misfortune to lofe the battle, with his

life : after which, tiie vidtor caufed his mother's belly to be ripped up, in revenge for

having given his brother the information above mentioned.

During his reign, AH Soltan, a Prince defcended from Ugada Khan, became fo

formidable, that after his death he brought Mawara'Inahr under his fubjedlion : but

Ali dying, Kazan Soltan reftored the poflelfion to the houfe of Jagatay Khan. He
was a very cruel Prince. He at firft carried on a war fuccefsfully againft Amir
Kazagan, whom he defeated : but afterwards having taking up his winter-quarters about

Karlhi, the weather proved fo fevere, that moft of his horfes periflied.. On this ad-

' Rather, we prcfume, the country of the Vigurs ; which feems to have been that part of LittFe Buk-
haria containing the countries of Turfiiu and Hami^ or Khamil, with the adjoioing parts of Tartary north,

ward. ' Hejrah, 640.
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vice. Amir Kazagan returned immediately ; and the Khan meeting him with his forces,

now reduced to infantry, he was flain in the battle, in the year 1348. Kazan was the

laft of the fixteen Princes of the pofterity of Jagatay, who reigned with the full power
and dignity of Khans: for thofe who fuccceded him had only the name, without the

authority, each head of a tribe affuming the liberty of ading according to his own
fancy.

After Kazan's death. Amir Kazagan, defcended of Ugaday Khan, mounted the

throne ; but was flain when he had reigned two years, nobody knows by whom. On
this Bayan Kuli, fon of Surga, fon of Doyzi Khan, of the line of Jagatay, feized the

fceptre, although Kazagan left feveral fons ; one of whom, called Abdallah, he caufed

to be flain, on fufpicion of having a criminal corrcfpondonce with his wife. Timur
Shah, fon of Yafun Timur Khan, fucceeded Bayankuli. His fucceilbr was Adil Soltan,

fon of Mahamet Pulad, fon of Konza Khan. Among the vaflals of this Prince there

were two heads of tribe§, Amir Tim{ir, fon of Taragay, of the tribe of Burlas ; the

other Amir Huffeyn, nephew of Abdallah Khan, delcended from Ugaday Khan.

Thefe two lords confpiring againft Adil Soltan, feized his perfon, and, having bound
him hands and feet, drowned him. They nominated in his room Kabul Soltan. hi

his reign they feized the city of Balk, and flew the Khan, who governed there.

On Kabul Khan's deceafe thefe two lords fet up Seyruk Tamifli, fon of Daniflimanza,

defcended from Ugaday Khan ; and, after his death, his fon, Mohammed Sohan, was

invefl;ed with the dignity, but poflefled no more of the power than his predeceflbrs,

fince the time of Kazan Khan. Whilll the government was on fo unfteady a footing.

Amur Timfir made war againft all the Mongol tribes, in the country of Mawara'lnahr,

getting fometimes the better, at other times the worft. Togalak ("or Togluk), Tiniiir

Khan of Kafligar, who was become very formidable during thcfc troubles, perceiving fo

favourable an opportunity to enlarge his dominions, entered Mawara'lnahr with a

great army. At his approach one part of the inhabitants, tired with their civil wars,

fubmitted to him ; another part, who refifted, was put to the fword ; and the reft

retired with Timur and HufTeyn into Karazm.
Togalak Timur Khan having ftaid a whole year in the conquered country, gave the

government to his fon Uyas Khoja, and went back to Kafligar, where he died the year

following. On this news thofe two lords returning, conftrained Ilyas Kh '» retire to

Kafligar. After this, they divided the fovereign authority between ther-' lived for

fonie time in good underflanding : but, at length, falling at variance, tiicy came to a

bloody battle near Balk ; in which HufTeyn being flain, left his rival fole mafter of the

jcountry. It is true, Mohammed Soltan Khan always bore the title, but it was Amir
Timur who in fa£l reigned ; and the Khan was fo f;u- from envying him, that he conti-

nually prayed for his life. Timur having reigned in this manner for thirty-three years,

at the age of fixty, entered into the country (<f Rum, and fought with Soltan Bayazid a

bloody battle, which lafted from morning till late in the ni<j,ht. The Soltan feeing his

•army entirely deflroyed, fled : but Timur fending the Khan in purfuit of him, his few

followers were fl;iin, and hinifelf taken prifoner.

After a year's Itay in thufe parts, Timur returned to his own dominions, and put to

xleath not only Sultan Bayazid, but alio the good Mohammed Soltan Khan ; and then

caufed himlclJ to bo proclaimed Khan. This done, he undertook an expedition aga'nit

Kitay -, but got no farther than the city of Otrar, where h-,- tell fick, and died in the

year 1 404, after he had reigned thirty-fix years, and lived iixty-three. Abu'lgiiilzi Khan's

defign having been only to fpeak of thofe Princes who defcended from Jenghii; Khan,

lie
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he gives no account of the fucceffors of Amir Timifir, becaufe they were of his race

;

whom, at length, the Uzbeks, under Shahbakht Soitan, dirpoffefTed of their dominioa
in Mawara'lnahr, or Great Bukharia.

2. The Uzbek Khans of Great Bukhdria,

IntrcduSIion.— ShShbMt Khan.— Kujbanji Khan.— Abufayd Khan. — Obeyd Khan defeated by

Din Mohamet.— IJkander Khan.— Abdallah Khan fubdues Karaztn. — Abdcl niomin Khan. —
Imdm kuli Khan.— Nadir Mahamet Khan.— Abdalaziz Khan.— Difagrtement of Hijlorians.

WE have in Teixeira, DTIcrbelot, and other extrafts from the Oriental authors,,

fome account of the Princes who reigned in Great Bukharia fince the Mohammedan
conquefts, under the feveral dynafties of the Arabs, Perfians, and Turks. The fame-

authors treat alfo of the fucceffors of Jenghiz Khan in that country ; but fpeak very

little, and confufedly of the Uzbek Princes who governed there. They neither give-

us all their names in order of fucceflion, nor the dates or lengths of their reigns, and

put an end to their dominion above two hundred years ago. In (hort, the beft account

of the Uzbek Khans of Great Bukharia to be met with any where, is that which Abu'l-

ghazi Khan has infcrtcd occafionally in his Hiftory of Karazm, on account of the wars,

that happened from time to time between thofe two countries, of which, chiefly, the fol-

owing is an abftraft.

1. Shahbakht (or Sheybeg) Khan, in the year 1494, invaded Great Bukharia, from

wnence he drove out Soltan Babor, with the Jagatays ; who retiring into India, made
tome conquefts, and fettled there. After this he entered Khorafan, and fubdued that

province alfo, from Soltan Huffeyn Mirza. Thefe conquefts he finiftied in 1498, from

whence his reign commences. In the year 1507, Soltan Huifeyn raifed an army at

Herat, the capital of Khorafan, with a defign to invade Great Bukharia : but dying by

the way, his fon Padi Azzamon fucceeded him. This Prince, unable to withftand

Shaybeg, retired to Khandahar ; where raifjig forces, he returned to meet the Uzbek :

but being defeated, fled into Pcrfia to Shah li'macl Sofi. This Prince efpoufing Padi-

Azzamon's caufe, marched againft Shaybeg in the year 1 5 1 o ; and meeting him at

Maru, a bloody battle was fought, wherein Shaybcg's army was defeated, and hirafelf

killed, after he had reigned twelve years.

2. Kuflianji Khan, the fucceflbr of Shaybeg, is reckoned the moft noble and power-

ful of all the Uzbek Princes who reigned in Mawara'lnahr. In 1512, Soltan Babor
returning out of India, and being joined by Ahmed Isfahani, pafled the Jihiin (or Amu)
and ravilhed the country about Karftii. In fliort, they had almoft reduced the whole

country, when Kuflianji Khan, fetting forward with an army, met and defeated them.

The Pcrfian general was killed on the fpot, and Babor fled back to India. In 1529,
Kuflianji Khan marched into Perfia againlt Shah Tahmaft), fon of Ifmael ; but was
defeated, and retired to his dominions. After this he returned to Maru, and would
again have broken into Perfia ; but a peace being concluded between the two monarchs,.

he went back to Samarkant, where he died the filme year, after a reign of twenty-

eight.

3. He was fucceeded by his fon, Abufayd Khan ; who reigned four years, without

doing any thing remarkable, and died in 1532.

4. Obcyd Khan, his fucceffor, was the fon of Mohammed Soltan, brother of Shah-

bakht, who conquered Great Bukharia. This Prince entering Khorafan, took fome

towns
i while the Uzbeks of Karazm, doing the like on their fide, Shah Tahmaib

11 thought
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thought fit to make peace with the Uzbeks. Stirred up by Omar Ghazi Soltan, who
fled to him from Karazm, this Khan, in conjundion with the Khans of Samarkant and
Tafhkant, enters that country in 1542 ; which they over-ran, feizing Avanafh Khan,
and all the Princes of his family, whom he divided, together with the towns, among
his confederates. Din Mahamet Soltan, eldeft fon of Avanafh Khan, as foon as Obeyd
Khan was withdrawn, invading Karazm, retakes Khayuk and Urjenz. On this news,

Obeyd Khan returns with a numerous army ; but being met by Din Mahamet the fame
year with much inferior forces, was entirely defeated, and the Princes, his relations,

,
reftored by an exchange of prifoners.

About the year 1 550, Obeyd Khan entering Khorafan, took MarA from the Perfians

;

but growing jealous of the governor, and fending an army to difplace him, that officer

furrendered it to Din Mahamet, then Khan of Karazm. After this, Nijr Mahamet
Soltan, grandfon of Din Mahamet Khan, being envied the pofTefTion of his grandfather's

eilate in Khorafan, the Princes of his family combined to take it from him : whereupon
he delivered up his four cities of Maru, Nafay, Yaurfurdi, and Duruhn, to Obeyd
Khan : imaginmg that Prince would leave him m pofTeflion, and be content with re-

ceiving tribute from him; but found himfelf deceived. The time of Obeyd Khan's

death is not mentioned. Teixeira and D'Herbelot, after Mirkond, place it in 1540,
allowing only fix years to his reign : but this muft be a great miftake. According

to Abu^ghazi Khan, he mud have reigned above fifty years, and died about 1584,
or 1585.

5. Obeyd Khan feems to have been fucceeded by likander Khan, fon of Janibek,

fon of Khojah Mahamet, fon of Abu'Igayu: Khan, who reigned in Kipjak. There is

nothing remarkable mentioned, relating to this Prince, who was not right in his fenfes.

On the death of his predeceffor, NAr Mahamet went and recovered his four towns out

of the hands of the Bukharian Uzbeks. Shah Abbas I. alfo willing to profit by that

event, went and took Maru from him. We find nothing to give light into the beginning,

end, or length of his reign.

6. Abdallah Khan, fon of Iflcander Khan : when he began his reign is likewife un-

certain
i
only we find, that fome years after the death of AH Soltan, which happened in

1571, Abdallah invaded Karazm, but retired on the approach of Hajim, or Azim
Khan. Some time after, the fons of this latter having flripped a Turkifti ambaffador

at Urjenz, who was on his return from Great Bukharia, Abdallah Khan enters Karazm
a fecond time, with a great army ; and having conquered it chiefly by fraud, carried

ten Princes of the Khan's family into Bukharia, where he put them all to death.

Meantime Hajim Khan retired into Perfia to Shah Abbas in the year of the Serpent.

Two years after, Abdallah Khan invading Khorafan, Hajim Khan took the opportunity,

while Shah Abbas marched againfl that invader, to furprife Urjenz and Khayuk ; but

they were foon recovered again by the troops of Abdallah Khan, who in perfon befieged

Hazarafb, and fubdued it. After this he returned into Great Bukharia, where he died

the laft day of the year 1597, called Tauk, or the Hen. According to Teixeira, and
D'Herbelot, this a^ive Prince died in the year 1540, and reigned but fix months.

7. Abdolmomin Khan, fon of Abdallah Khan, by a daughter of Mahamet Khan of

Karazm, fucceeded his father. Being at that time in Khorafan, he fet forward to return

home, but on his way, at Zamin, on the river Amii, was flain by his own people.

8. Iman Kuli Khan, fon of Yar Mahamet Soltan, fucceeded Abdolmomm Khan. In

the year 1620, Arab Mahamet Khan, of Karazm, having been defeated by his two
rebellious fons, Abu'lghazi Soltan, who had joined his father, fled, after the battle, into

Great Bukharia, and was received kindly by the Khan. In 1623, Isfandiar Soltan hav-

ing



ing

ACCOUNT* OF X>J^HPJ'NDKNT TATARV. 385

recovered Karazm, and put his two rcbeHious brothers to death, AbuMghazi
returned to Urjenz : but his fubjeds Icaviiio; the country on the appearance of a comet,

a year or two after, he retired to Turkcdan, where he flaid two years at the court of

Turfuni Khan, and then went into Great Bukharia to Imam Kuli Khan ; who receiving

hint but coldly, bccaufe he had firft taken refuge with his enemy, he returned again

to Kara/m on the invitation of the Turkmans. Imam Kuli Khan died about the time

that Abu'lgha/.i Soltan was proclaimed Khan of Karazm.

9. He was fucceeded by his brotlier Nadir Mahamet Khan. In 1644, the Turkmans
about Khayuk and Ilazaralb, in Karazm, refufing to fubmit to Abu'lghazi, upon hia

being proclaimed Khan, put thcmfeives under the proteftion of Nadir Mahamet Khan,
who conferred the government of thofe two places on his grandfon, Khifferan Soltan

:

but. foon after recalling him, he fent Yakub, one of his lords, to command in his room.

In the mean time he was dethroned in 1646, by his valTal lords, for his harfh treatment

of them.

10. He had for his fucceiTor his fon Abdalaziz Khan. This Prince having formed a

dcfign to conquer the country of Balk, Subban Kuli Khan, its fovereign, fent to intreat

aid of Abu'lghazi Khan ; who laying hold of fo fair an opportunity to revenge the

injuri&s done to his family by Abdallah Khan, entered Great Bukharia for feveral years

fucceflively, deftroyed feveral towns, and committed great ravages. At length, in 1658,

a peace was concluded between them, as hath been already related more at large.

Since that time we have no regular hiftory of the Khans of this country.

The Perfian hiftorians, according to Teixeira and D'Herbelot, make Abdallatif, the

fon of Kuflianji, to fucceed Abdallah Khan, in 1540. The firfl: fays he died the next

year, and that in him ended the fovereignty of the fucceffors of Jenghiz Khan in Mawa-
ra'lnahr. But this is probably fome miftake committed by Teixeira, fince D'Herbelot

fays, from the authority of the Lebtarikh, that Abdallatif was living in the year 1541,

when that book was written. However that be, the reader finds a wide difference

between the account given by Abu'lghazi Khan, and the Perfian hifliorians } though he

can be at no lofs to determine which he ought to rely on. m

VOL. IX. s» THE



( 386 )

THE

VOTJGES AND TRAFELS OF MR. ANTlIONr JENKINSON,
FROM RUSSIA TO DOGHAR, OOl BOKHARA, IN 1557.

TO WHICH JMtE ADDtn,

OMI INfOllMATIONS OF OTHrRS, tONCURHINO THE ROAD THENCK TO KATAV, OR CHINA'.

INTRODUCTION.

MR. JENKINSON, a very intelligent merchant, was fent by the Mufcovy Company,
by way of Ruflia, to difcover the road to Boghar, or Bokhara, in Great Buk-

haria, and fettle a trade, if advantageous and convenient, in that country. He L-l'c

Gravefcnd the 1 2th of May 1 557, clicf captain of a fleet of four tall fhips, accompanied

in the Primrofe by Ofcp Nepea Grej^oriwich, the Llmperor of Ruflia's ambaffador, and

his retinue, whom he had orders to convey home. Sailing round Norway, they arrived

at St. Nidiolas in Ruflia the 1 2th of July, from whence they travelled to Mofkow.
There having obtained the Empnor's letters to feveral Princes, through whofe domi.

nions he was to pafs, he proceeded for Boghar, with three fervants, Richard Johnfon,

Robert Johnfon, and a Tartar Tolmach, with feveral forts of merchandizes.

This gentleman was the firll who led the way to the Uzbek Tartars ; but, indeed,

was Hot feconded till of late by the Rullians, hitherto without fuccefs. He afterwards

made three other voyages to Rufiia ; one uf them in quality of ambalTador from Queen
Elizabeth. Thefe voyages and remarks, written by way of letters to the Mufcovy
Company, and others, are infcrted both by Hakluyt and Purchas, in their coUeftions.

They contain a great many curious obfcrvations, and are particularly valuable for the

latitudes, which the author took of the principal places he was at. We fliall begin our

journey at Molkow, or more properly at Allrakhan ' ; referving what relates to Ruflia

till we come to treat of that country. And as his fervant Johnfon procured certain

informations, while at Boghar, concerning the road thence to Katay, we fliall add them

as a proper appendix, together with thofe given by Haji Mchemet, a Perfian mer-

chant, to Ramufio.

SECT. 1.— The Author's Voyage over the Cafpian Sea, and Journey to Urjenz.

They leave Mcjlovi : —come to Aflrahhlin .- — that City defcribed : — the Trade poor : — enter t'.i

Ca/ptan Sea .- —fail North-eajf. — T/.^e Blue Sea. — jjlaud Bauleata. — RiverJaik. — Sirachik,

Boarded by Pirates :— ludy Efcapi- Tie River Tern. — Port of Mungujlave : — ill Treatment

there.— Duties levied on the Road. — Author's good Luck. - Come to a Gulf. — Cturfe cf the

Oxus.— Sellizure, or Shayzure, — City of Urjenz. — Land of Turkman.— The Khan's Authority.

THE 20th of April 1558, they left Mofliow by water; and the 29th came to the

city of Kazan, on the river Wolga, conquered nine years before from the Tartars

:

from thence to the Cafpian Sea, there is no place of trade. They departed the i ]th

of June. Fifteen leagues lower the Kama falls into it. The country between, o:i

the left (or eaft fide) is called Vachen ; the inhabitants Pagans. On the right liaiu!,

oppofite the Kama, are the Cheremizes, half Gentiles, half Tartars : and all the liuid

on the left, from thence to Aftrakhun, and fo along the Cafpian ihores to the Turkmen,

' Green, Vol. iv. p. 630.

; The voyage bctwetn tliofc two places being but briefly toucbtd on, by way of introdudUon.
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is named the country of Mangat ', or Nogay ; whofc inhabitants, while the author was
at Adrakhan in 1558, were all deflroyed by civil wars, famine, and peftilence, to the
number of an hundred ihoufand, and great fatisfadion of the Rufllans.

All the country on the right fide of tlie Wolga, from the Kama to Aftrakhan, is

called Krim \ They are Mohammedans, and live like the Nogays ; are always at war
with tlic Ruflians, and fupporttd by tin.' Great Turk. The 28th of June they came to

the ruins of a caflle of the Krtnis, on a hill, in the hititude of fifty-one degrees forty-

Ibvon minutes, half way from Kazan to All lakhan, which arc about two hundred leagues

diltanr. The 1 4th of July palTnig by an old caflle, which was old Aftrakhan, on th^
right, they arrived at New Aftrakhan, which the Emperor conquered iu 1552 ; being

the lali place he hath taken from the Tartars towards the Cafpian Sea\
This city is fituate in an iiland on the fide of a lull. It has a caflle within it, fenced

with earth and timber ; neither fair nor ftrong ; but a good garrifon is kept on foot.

'J he town is alfo walled with earth : the buildings and houfes, except thofe of the

governor's and a few others, very mean and poor. Fifli, efpecially fturgeon, is the

only food ; flelh and bread being very fcarce. Thefe they hang up m their ftreets and
houfcs to dry ; which makes this place, more than any other, fwarm with flies, and
cccafions the air to be lb bad. In the plague and famine before mentioned, the

Nogay Tartars came to feek relief from their enemies the Ruflians ; who beflowed

their charity fo ill, that they died in heaps over the ifland ; the refl: the Ruflians fold,

or drove from thence. That was a proper time to have converted them, if the Ruflians

themfelves had been good Chriftians. The author could have bought thoufands of

pretty boys and girls of their parents, for a fixpenny loaf a-piece j but had more need

of vidluals at that jundlure. The trade is very trifling, although there is a good refort

of merchants.

The chief Rufiian commodities are red hides, red flieep-flcins, wooden veflels, bridles

and faddles, knives and other trifles, with corn, bacon, and other viduals. The Tartars

bring divers kinds of filks and cotton-cloths : the Perfians from Shamakki, coarfe

fewing-filk, filk-girdles, krafl'o, coats of mail, bows, fvvords, and the like : fometimea

alfo com, and walnuts ; but all in fuch fmall quantities, that there is no hopes of trade

in thofe parts worth following. The forefaid ifland of Aftrakhan, which is deftitute of

wood and pafture, and will bear no corn, is in length twelve leagues, and in breadth

three ; lying eaft and weft, in the latitude of forty-feven degrees nine minutes *.

The 6th of Auguft they embarked with their goods on the Wolga, in company with

certain Tartars and Perfians, Jenkinfon having the whole care of the 7iavigation down
the river, which is very crooked, and full of flats toward the moutL The loth they

entered the Cafpian Sea, on the eaftem fide of the river, which has i venty mouths,

being twenty leagues from Aftrakhan, in the latitude of forty-fix degrees twenty-feven

minutes '.

The wind being briflc, they kept the north-eaft fliore ; and the 1 ith, having failed

feven leagues eaft-north-eaft, came to an ifland with a high hill on it, called Akhurgar, a

good mane at fea. From thence eaft ten leagues, they fell in with the ifland Bawhiata,

much higher than the former. Within thefe two iflands to the north, is a great bay,

called the Blue Sea. From thence failing eaft by north ten leagues, the wind contrary,

they came to an anchor in a fathom water, and fo rid till the 1 5th, having a great

ftorm at fouth-eaft j then the wind coming north, they ran fouth-eaft that day aght

leagues.

Or the Mankati, the fame with the Kar.ikalpaks. ' In Purchas, Crimmp.
' Purchaj Pilgr. vol. iii. p.i^i. * Olcariiis puts it in four. [ Purchai Pilgr. p. 133.
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Thus proceeding forwards, the 17th they loft fight of land, and failed thirty leagucT)

next day twenty, winding eaft, and fell in with a land, called Baiighleata, fevcnty-four

leagues from the mouth of the Wolga, in the latitude of forty-lix degrees fifiy-four

minutes ', the coaft lying nearcft eaft-by-fouth, and woft-by-north. At the point of thib.

Hland is the tomb of a Tartar faint, where the Moliainnieilans pay their devotions \

The 19th, winding eaft-fouth-eaft, they failed ten Iviigues, and pafTed by a river,

called Jaik, which riles in Siberia, near the forefaid river Kama, and runs through thi;

land of Nogay. One day's journey up it, is a town called Serachik^ fubjctt to

^urfa Smillo, the greatefl Prince in all Nogay, which is now in friendihip with the

Ruflians. There is no trade in this country, the natives having no money, but cattle,

and living by robbery.

On the 2cth, as the bark lay at an anchor before this river, all the men being afliore

except Jcnkinfon, who was fick, and live Tartars (whereof one, called Azi, was reputed

a holy man, becaufe he had been at Mekka) there came a boat with thirty men well-

armed, who beginning to enter the bark, Azi alked them what they would have, and

faid a prayer. Upon this the rovers delilled, declaring that they were gentlemen

baniOied from their country, and came to fee if there were in the veflel any Ruflians, of

other Kafrs *, fo they call Chriftkms : but the good pilgrim fwearing ftoutly, that thcra

were none, they departed. I'hus the author oblerves, that by the fidelity of that Tartar

he, with all his company and goods were preferved. Soon after, leaving this place,

they failed that day fixteen leagues, winding eaft and fouth-eall.

The 21 ft they crofled a bay fix leagues, and fell with a cape, having two idands over

to the fouth-eafl. Doubling the cape, the land trended north-eafl, and made another

bay, into which falls the great river Yem, rifmg in the land of Kolmak *. Three days

they lay at anchor. The 35th the wind proving fair, they failed twenty leagues, and

paifed by a low ifland, about w hich are many Hats and fands : to thi north of it there

runs in a great bay. Hence they ran ten leagues, winding fouth to come into deejj

water : then eaft-fouth-eaft twenty leagues, and fell with the main land, full of copped

hills. They pafl'ed along the coaft twenty leagues, the land growing higher the further

they failed.

The 27th they crofted over a bay, whofe fouth fliore was the higher land, and fell

with a high point, where there arofe a violent ftorm at eaft, which continued three

days. From this cape they pafled to a port called Manguflave. The place where they

fhould have arrived, at the foulhermoft part of the Cafpian ' Sea, is twelve leagues

within a bay : but they were driven by the ftorm to the other fide of the bay, oppofitv

to Manguflave, to a place where never bark nor boat had before arrived.

From this haven tliey fent fome of their men alhore, to know of the governor, if

they might fafely land with their goods, and get camels to carry them to Sellizure,

twenty-five days' journey diftant. The meiVengers returning with very fair promifcs,

the 3d of September they landed, and at firft were civilly entertained : but at laft they

(hewed their evil difpofitions, for they were always fighting with them, ftealing, or

begging from them. ITiey raifed the price of h irfes, camels, and victuals, douLk-

what it ufed to be, and forced them to buy the water they drank : fo that for every

' Only fifteen minutes more fouth than the mouth of tlie Wolga. ' Purchas, as before, p 2^^.
' In Purchas, Scrachicke. < In the origuiul, Caphars, Kafr is an Anibic word, fijjriil'ying ii;ii(JcIg.

' Rather the country of the Kalmuks. " From this circumdancc, iis well as the coui To and diilaiic<»

from the ri»er Yem, Manguflave fhouUl be more to the fouth, than the latitude, viz. fortv-fi»e dei;rt'i>«,

given by our author, nlnr^t it; but for wliiih we Ihould judjje it to be the fame with Miukilhlak, ot'tcu

ncDtiooed by Abu'Jghizi Khan.

»
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camel's lading, being but four hundred weight Engliih, they agreed to give three hides

of RulFia, and four wooden diflics ; and to the Prince or governor of the people, one
ninth, and two fevrnths ; namely, nine feveral things, and twice fevcn feverai things ;

for they ufe no money.
The 14th they departed, being a karavan of a thoufand camels, and in five days came

to the dominions of Timiir Soltan, another Prince, governor of the country of Mangu-
flave, where they intended to have carried their bark, but for the ftonn. In the way
tliey were met by fome of his Tartars ; who, in his name, opened their bales, and took

a nmth of fuch things as thi-y thought bcft, without money '.

Jcnkinfon having wrangled with them in vain, rode to the fame Prince, rcquefting

his favour, and pallport to travel through his country, that he might not be robbed
by his people : the Soltun received him very kindly, granted him his requeft, and
ordered him to be well feafted with flclh and mares'-milk : for they ufe no bread, nor
other drink, except water. In lieu of the goods, worth fifteen rubles % he gave him a
horfe worth feven, and liis letter. Jcnkinfon was gistd to get away fo well ; for he
was reckoned a mere tyrant, and had given orders to rob and deflroy the author, in

cafe he had not gone to him.

This Soltan lived in the fields, without caftle or town. Jcnkinfon found him fitting

in a little round houfe made of reeds, covered with felt, and hung with carpets ; accom-
panied by the great metropolitan of that wild country, reverenced like the Pope, and
other chief men. They alked him many qucftions, concerning his country, laws, and
religion ; as alfo the caufe of his coming into thofe parts.

Proceeding on their journey, they travelled twenty days in the wildernefs from the

fea-fide, without feeing town or habitation. Their provifions failing, they were forced

to feed on their cattle. Jenkinfon killed a camel and a horfe. All their drink was

very brackifli water, drawn out of deep wells, two or three days diftant j for rivers

there are none. The 5th ' of Oftober they came again to a gulf of the fea, where they

found the water very frelh. Here they were met by the officers of the King of Turk-

man ; who, for cultom, took one out of every twenty-five, and feven-ninths for thefaid

King, and his brethren. Here they (laid a day to refrefli themfelves.

Formerly the great river Oxus ^ fell into tnis gulf, but at prefent runs into the

Ardok *

J
which fliaping its courfe northward about a thoufand miles, lofes itfelf in

the ground, and after a fubterraneous paflTage of above five hundred miles, iffueth out

again, and falls into the Lake of Kitay *.

They left the forefaid gulf the 4th ' of Oftober, and the 7th arrived at SelHzure ', a

forry calUe, fituate on a hill, where refided Azim Kan % with three of his brethren.

The gth, Jenkinfon being ordered to appear before him, delivered the Emperor of

Ruflia's letters, and gave him a prefi at -vf a ninth. That King received him kindly,

and treated him with the flefli of a wild horfe, and mares'-milk, without bread. Next

day he fent for him again, and alked many queftions, relating to the afiairs both of

Rulfia and England. At his departure he gave him his letters of fafe condu£t.

The 14th, leaving the caftle of Sellizure, they arrived the 16th at a city called Ur-

lenz, where they paid cuftom for themfelves, their camels and horfes. Here they

ilaid a month, before they could proceed : in which time Ali Soltan, the Khan's brother,

' Purchas Pilgr. p. 235. ' A Ruffian coin. ^ It (hould be the fourth. TheJihun,
or Ami. ' This we take to be the ilream of the Khefel, that runs by Tuk, or Dok, as in Ardok.
• The author was in this mifinformcd ; for it falls into the lake of Aral, about fixty miles north of Tuk.
' It (hould be thehlth " In the margin bothof Hakluyt ai.d Purchas, we find Sellizure, orShayzure,

as the names of tills (.lacc. Perhaps Sellizure may be Salifaray, a pleafure- houfe. « In the tranflatioa

of Abu'lghazi Khah's hiftory, written tladfim, ortlajim Khan, p.»70.j but he rcfidcd at Wazir,

and
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and King of that country, being returned from a town called Korafan, in the borders

of I'erfia, which he had lately conquered, fent for Jcnkinlon ; who prefented him the

I'.mperor's letters, was kindly entertained, and after anfwering feveral queftions, ob.

tained his letters of fate condudl. The chief connuoditics here come from Perfia, and

Boghar ; but are not worth fpeaking of.

All tlie country, from the Cafpian Sea hither, is called the landof Turkmfln. The
people dwell in tents, roving in great companies, with their camels, horfes, and fljcep

;

which lad are large, and have tails weighing fixty oreightv pounds. They are luhjeft

to the Khan, and his five brothers, who pay him but little TubmifTion ; nor is he obeycil

much, except in his own dominions : for each is King in his own territory, and feeks to

deflroy the refl ; being bom of different mothers, and commonly the children of flavcs.

They hav6 at lead four or five wives, befides maidens and boys, who live mod vicioufly.

IVhcn thefc brothers arc at war, which is commonly tlie cafe, he who is vanqitilhed Hies

to the dcfart, and there robs paflengers and the karawans, till he can gather Itrength to

take the field again '. Many of their flieep arc wild as well as their horfes, which they

take with hawks.

SECT. H.— The Author's Travelsfrom Urjenz to Boghdr, and Return.

Pa/t iht ArdfA : — trawl through tht Dcfart. — Blndebottt Divination. — jittacktd by Robbers ; —
come to a Parley, and Comps/ithn ; — come 1} the Oxtis : — tiwre Danger from Thieves. — Roghdr,

or Bikhdra City : — the Country.— Jenkiufjtfi Audience : — /;// kind Reception.— Trade of' Ho-

ghdr.— Informations concerning Kalay. — Renfans for returning : — he leaves Ueghdr : —• conies tt

Urjenz, and to their Bark.— Dangerous Temp^fl — Cafpian Sea defcribed.— Large Rivers :—
fmall Trade.— Return to Mojhoiu :— prefcnts the Ambaffadors :— comes to Kolmogro.

niE 26th of November they left Urjenz, and havii\g travelled by the Oxus an

hundred miles, paffed over the Ardok, a great river, mentioned before. There they

paid a fmall duty. The 7th of December they arrived at Kait *, a caftle fubjeft to

Saramet ' Soltan ; who intended to have robbed all the Chriftians, but for fear of his

brother the King of Urjenz, as they were informed by one of his chief counfellors,

who advifed them to fend him a prefent ; which they did. They paid here for every

camel a red hide of Ruffia, befides trifling gifts to his ofllcers.

Thus proceeding on their journey, the loth at night there came four horfemen,

\ihom they feized, and fent bound to the Soltan of Kait. The Soltan immediately fct

forward with three hundred men ; and meeting the fufpefted perfons on the road, by

threats learned from them, that they belonged to a banilhed Prince, who three days'

journey on the way lay in wait to dellroy the karawan. The Soltan hereupon left

them fourfcore foldiers for their convoy ; who, the 15th in the morning, riding before

to fcour the dcfart, in four hours returned on a hard gallop, faying, they had feen the

track of horfes, and aflted what the company would give them to ftay longer. No
agreement being made, they went back to their Soltan ; who, the others judged, was in

the plot.

As foon as they were gone, fome reputed holy men, for having been at Mekka,
killed fome. fheep, and after boiling the blade-bones, burnt them ; then mixing their

alhes with the blood, wrote certain charafters, witli a great many ceremonies and

words : by which they difcovered, that they (hould meet with robbers ; but Ihould

• PiirchasPilgr. p,2»6,ct feq.
< Perhaps, Sahahincd.

' In the original, Kaitc i the fame with Kat.
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vanquiHi them. Jcnkinfoii and hm people gave no credit to this prcdi^ion, but thoy

found it true : for within three hours thty perc«.'ived thirty nine horfiMnct\ well-armed,

making towards them, with th-j banilhed I'rince at tluir head. 'I'hcfc called to thcni

to yitid, threatening otherwile to dcllroy tliem. 'I'lio travellers put them todefiancei

wliii-eon the fight bigan, which continued Irom morning till two hours in the night.

Many on both fides were killed and wounded, men, horfi's anJ camels. Mad it nor

been for four muikets, which Jenkinfon and his llrvants had, they mull have been
overcome : for the thieves were better armed, as well as bottt-r archers : but as the

guns had brought down feveral of tluin, they durll not venture near. 'I'liis inadL-

theip propofc a truce till next day. Moan time the karawans encamped on a hill,

fenciiig themfclves) aiid cattle, with ih.ir packs of goods. The enemy encamped alfo a

bo\v-(hot dillant, but were between them and the water ; which proved a great alUidion,

as neither they, noi their camels, li:id drank for two days beiore.

Thus kei.'ping good watch, at midnight the roving Prince lent a meffenger half way
tofpeak to ihe Kar.iwaa Baflin ; who laid he would not ,^o meet him, but would fend one

to talk to him, provided his Prince and followers would fwcar by their law to keep the

truce : this behig done fo h)ud that they could all hoar it, they lent a holy man to the

med'enger; who told him, " That his I'lince had fenr to them, who were Buflar-

mans , to deliver up all the KuFrs, or unbelievers ^meaning the Chriftians) with their

goods ; that in fuch cafe he would fuller them to depart quietly, but otherwife woul'd

treat them with equal feveriiy if he overcame them, as he made no doubt of doing."

The Karawan Bafna anfwered, that he had no C-hrilUans in his company, nor y
ftrangers, except two Turks : but thai in cafe he had, he would rather die than deliver

them ; and as for his threatening, they were not afraid of them, as they fltould fee fo

foon as it was day.

The thieves, contrary to their oaths, carried the holy man with them, crying in

token of victory, Olio f Olio "
! This difmayed the luigliflimen, fearing he would dif-

cover them : but although he was roughly treated, they could get nothing out of him;

not fo much as how many men were jlain and wounded. Next morning the robbers

feeing them prepared for defence, propofed an agreement, but made a great demand.

However, mod of the company being unwilling to rentw the fight, as having but lit-

tle to lofe, the reft were compelled to give them twenty ninths, or twenty times nine,

feveral things, with a camel to carry them away : which the rovers having received,

they departed, and the karawan went forward ".

'I'hat night they came to the Oxus, where they ftaid all next day, making merry

with their llain horfes and camels : then departing, they for fear of meeting with the

fame, or other thieves again, left the high road along the river, and paflfed through a

defart of fand. They travelled four days in the lame, and then came to a well of very

brackilh water, being forced to kill their horfes and camels for food.

In this wildernefs alfo, they had almoft fallen into the hands of thieves : for one dark

night being at reft, there came certain fcouts, and carried away fome of their com-

pany, who lay a little feparated from the karawan ; which caufed a great outcry : the

reft immediately laded their camels, and departed, putting on very hard, till they came

again to the Oxus ; for then they feared nothing, as being fenced by the river. Thus

'having efcaped this new danger, on the tweiity-lhird they arrived at the city ol Boghar,

in Baktria.

Or, Moflomans, properly Moflems,

Purchai Pilgr. p. 238.

Rather, Allah ! Allah ! that is God.
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Boghar ' is a city of great extent, inclofed with a higli wall of earth. The caftlp,

where the Khan refides, takes up one-third of the town. This, and fome other build-

ings, are of ftonc ; the red of earth. The water of the little river that runs through

the city, breeds worms in the legs. Strong liquors are prohibited. This flriclnefs is

owing to the Metropolitan, who is more obeyed than the King, whom he depofes at

pleafure ; as he did one when Jenkinfon was there, fljiviug him in the night. The
King has no great power, or riches. He exafts a tenth of all things fold ; and when
he wants money, fends his officers to take goods upon credit by force. Thus he afted

to pay for nineteen pieces of kerfey, had of the author.

The country of Boghar was formerly fubjcft to the Perfians, whofe language is there

fpoken : but the Tartars are continually in war with th(?m, on account of fome religious

difference, and bccaufe they will not fliave the upper lip. They have no gold coin at

Boghar, and but one piece of filvcr, worth twelvepcnce; which the King raifes and
falls every other month, and fometimes twice a month. Hence it is not fo current as

the copper money, called poolcs, whereof an hundred go to the lilver piece.

The twenty-fixth of December he was ordered to appear before the King, to whom
he prcfented the Emperor of Ruflia's letters. That Prince received the Englifh vei-y

kindly, made them eat in his prefence, and often fent for them in private ; where he dili.

courl'ed with them familiarly concerning the power of the Kmperor and the Great Turk.

He alfo enquired into the laws, religion, and ftrength of England : made them (hoot

with their rnufquets before him, and praftifed himfelf. But after all, the author fays,

he flicwcd himfelf a very Tartai ; for that he went to the wars without paying what he

owed him. He owns, indeed, that he left orders for the payment ; but fays, he was
forced to abate part, and take goods for the reft. Yet he muft needs praife him, for

that on their arrival at Boghar, he fent an hundred foldiers in queft: of the robbers, who
had attacked the karawan. Thefe meeting with them, killed part, and brought back
four prifoners ; of whom two had been wounded by the Englifti fire-arms. 'I'he King
firft fent for Jenkinfon to fee them, and then ordered them to be hanged at his palace

gate, for an example to others, becau'e they were gentlemen: part alfo of the goods
that were recovered were reftored to him *.

As to the trade of Boghar, there is great refort "from Kathay, India, Perfia, Balgh',

Ruflia, and other countries : but the merchants are fo poor, and bring fo few wares
that there is no hope of any trade there worth following. While Jenkinfon was there,

karawans arrived out of all the above-mentioned countries, except Kathay, with which
the trade had been obftrufted for three years, by the wars betwixt two great countries

and cities, called Taflcent and Kafkar, that lie m the way, and certain neighbouring

people. Thofe at war with Tafkent, are Mohammedans, called Koflaks : they in arms
againfl Kafkar, are called Kings, Gentiles, and Idolaters : which two nations are of

great force, living in the fields, and have almoft conquered thofe cities.

Here the author got informations concerning Kathay *, which was nine months' journey
diftant : but the feafon for the departure of the karawans being come, and the town in

danger of being befie^ed, on a report that the King was defeated in battle, he was ad-

vifed by the Metropolitan to depart. His intention was to have gone tu Perfia, to pry
into the trade thereof { although he had learned enough at Aftrakhan and Boghar, to

perceive, that it was not much better than that among the Tartars, it lying chiefly in

Syria and th- Medir^rranean Sea. But when he was ready to fet forward, he was pre-

vented by feveral confiderations : for firft, by the wars newly broken out between the

Or, Bokhara. Purclm, ai; before, p. 239, et feq.

Among which thofe of Johnfon, that follow in Green's work, doubtlefi make a part

' Balkh, or Balk.

Sofi
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Sofi and Tartar Kings, the roads were become unfafe, About ten days' journey from

Boghar, a karawan from India and Perfia was plundered by robbers, and many flain.

Then the Metropolitan took from him the Emperor of Ruflia's letters ; for want of

which he (hould be made a flave where ever he came. Befides, the goods he was

obliged to take in payment of the King and his nobles were not vendible in Perfia.

Thcfc rcafons determined hiin to return to Rudia by the way he came '.

The eighth of March 1559, the Englifh left Boghar, in company with a karawan

of fix hundred camels. And it was well they did, fince, had they ftaid, they had

been in danger to have loft both life and goods: for ten days after, the King of Sa-

markand came and befiegcd the city, while the King was abfent, in the wars againfl:

anothci* Prince, his kinfman, as happens frequently in thofe parts : for it is a wonder
if a King reign there above three or four years ; which frequent revolutions prove very

detriu\ental both to the country and merchants.

The twenty-fifth they arrived at Urjenz. In the way they cfcaped four hundred
rovers, who lay in wait for them. Moft of thefc were the kindred of thofe they met
with before, as they found by four fpies who were taken. The author had in his charge

two ambafladors, one fent by the King of Boghar, the other by him of Balk % to the

Emperor of Ruflia. Having ilaid at this place and Sellizure eight days, for af-

fembling their caravan, the fecond of April they departed, with four more ambafladors,

for the Ruffian court, fent from the Kincr of Urjenz, and other Soltans, his brethren,

with anfwer to the letters brought them ' iv vhe author ; who took an oath on the Gof-
pel, that they (hould be well-ufed in RuHia and futi'cred to return in fafety, conform-

able to what the Emperor had written in his letters : for they were in fome doubt, be-

caufe none had been fent for a long time before.

The twenty-third of April they got to the Cafpian Sea, where they found their bark,

but neither anchor, cable, cock, nor fail. However, as they brought hemp with them,

they fpun a cable, and other tackling, made a cotton fail-cloth, and rigged the veflel

out as well as they could ; but had neither boat nor anchor. While they were con-

triving to make an anchor of a cart wheel, there arrived a bark from Aftrakan, which

had two; whereof Jenkinfon procured one. Being thus equipped, he hoifted the

red flag of St. George, and departed. There were on board, befides himfelf, and the

two Johnfons, who fcrved for maflicr and mariners, the fix ambafladors, and twenty-

five Ruffians, who had been flaves a long time in Tartary, and ferved to row, when
rcquifite.

Sailing fomctimcs along the coaft, fometiines out of fight of land, the thirteenth of

May they came to an anchor, three leagues from Ihore : there in a ftorm, which con-

tinued forty-four hours, their cable breaking, they loft their anchor. As they were
oft" a lee ftiorc, and had no boat to help them, they hoifted fail, and bore clear of it,

expecting every moment to be caft away. At length they run into a creek full of ooze,

andfo faved themfelvos, with their bark ; for hail that pcriflied, they muft have been

deftroyed, or made flaves of by the wild inhabitants. When the ftorm was over, they

put to fea again ; anil having by their compafs, and other marks, fixed the place where
they loft their anchor, returned, and found it, to the great furprize of the I'artars.

'Iwo days after, there arole another great ftorm, at north-eaft ; by which being driven

far to fea, they had much-ado to keep their bark from finking. At length the weather

Piirclias Pilgr. p. 240. Before written Balgi».
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394 Jf.NKINSON's VOYAGES AND TRAVELS TO BUCHARIA.

permitting them to take the latitude, and knowing how the land lay, they fell" in with

the river Yaik'. In fhort, the twenty-eighth of May they arrived at Aftrakan.

This Cafpian Sea is in length about two hundred leagues, one hundred and (ilty broad

:

on the eart lies the great defart land of the rurknuns : on the wefl, tli : countries of the

Chirkaffes % and mountains of Caucafus ; the Euxine Sea is a hundred leagues dillant.

On the north is the river Wolga, and the land of Nogay ; and to the fouth, the countries

of Media and Perfia. This fea is frefli in many places, and in other places as fait as

the ocean.

Although feveral large rivers fall into it, yet it has no way of difcharging its waters,

except under ground. Thole rivers are the Wolga, called by the Tartars, Edel \ It

ilfues from a lake, not far from Novogrod in Ruflia, and 'runs above two thoufand Eng-

lifh miles *. Next are the Yaik and Yem, which rife in Siberia : alfo the Cyrus ' and

Arafli % whofe fprings are in Caucafus. But the few {hips upon this fea, the want of

marts and port towns, the poverty of the people, and the ice, renders the trade good

for nothing. Jenkinfon oft'ering to exchange his wares with fome merchants of Shamaki,

they refufcd, faying they had them elfewhere as cheap as he could fell them.

The tenth of June he left Aftrakan, with the ambaffadors, having an hundred gun-

ners to efcort them and him. The 28th of July they reached the city of Kazan ', all

the way through a country where they met with no habitations, or frefli provifions.

The feventh of Augult leaving Kazan, they tranfported their goods by water, as far

as the city of Morum ; and then by land to Moikow, where they arrived the fecond

of September.

The fourth, Jenkinfon appeared before the Emperor, and having kifled his hand,

prefentcd him with a white cow's tall of Katay, and a Tartarian drum. After this he

produced the anibalfadors, and the Ruflian flaves. He dined that day in preience of

the Emperor, who fent him meat from his table by a Duke, and allied him feveral

queftions touching the countries where he had been. The feventeenth of February de-

parting from Moikow, with the Emperor's leave, he came the twcnty-firll to the fiic-

tory at Vologda ': there he ftaid till the twenty-fifth of March, when having feen the

company's goods put on board their boats, he departed, and arrived the ninth of May,
15C0, at Kolmogro*; where his journals break off.

The latitudes of the principal places:
tJc-i;iee'.

Akrakhan .... 47
Minute*

09
Entrance into the Cafpian Sea - 46 27
Mangull;ive in Turkman 45 CO
IJrjjU/j twenty llnj^cs dillant 42 18

Bughir twenty days farther 39 10

' refotr written Jaik J it may bo proiiounccd both ways. ' ' Clierkas, as commonlv writtrn.

• AJil, or Ati-l. • Piirt'u-n riljir, p. ^4.1. ' Or Kur. ' or Arrai. ' In fifty-

five ilfj;rcc«, tl)irty-lhrec mil U-i latitude. • Or, WologJa, ae others write it. » Purchai, ai

before, p 142.
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GASPARf^ BALBI'S F^TAGE TO PEGU,
AND

OBSERVATIONS THERF. GATHERED FROM HIS OWN ITALIAN RELATION*.

ANNO 1579, on the 13th of December, Gafparo Balbi, a jeweller of Venice,
travelled with the caravan from Aleppo towards Bagdet and the Eaft Indies : the

firft day came to Bebbe, the fecond to Saguir, the third to Bir, or Albir, on the bank of
the Euphrates on the left hand, and there embarked their goods for Felugia. They
flaid till the nth of January in cold and fnow to expect five other barks. Thefe barks
of Albir are double keeled or bottomed, to prevent harm. On the 12th they came,
to Tellevini, much afflicl:ed with wind, fnow, and cold. Thence to Matao Lantache
on the right hand : and fo on to Calatelnegiur, an uninhabited caftle, to Zoxeniaftr, to

Mifcrafi, to Blis (many dangerous (helves and trunks of trees are in that day's way)
to Meliolzura, to Chalagiabar, to Elaman, to Sureich, to Raccha, to Elamora, to

Aman, to Avagia Abulena, to Cafabi, to Celibi, the ruinous caftle Zelebe, and the fame
day half an hour together under mountainous, beetle-browed overlookers threatening

to fall on them, many ftones whereof lying fallen in the water made it more dreadful,

(the mountain is called Eltoreftrouil,) and the next day came to two falls or precipices,

caufed by the ftones carried thither from that overhanging hill's ruins, fo heightening

the water, that the fall was ten cubits, every one there making his prayer for a good
voyage. At night they came to Elder on the right hand of the river, anciently called

Port of the Chaine, in which was a Turkifli Saniak and Cadi, goodly men, and fairer

women than in the reft of thofe ports. Thence to Muachefir, to Elpifara, the river

Cabur falling into Euphrates (coming from Merdin) of a reddifli colour, to Rahabi,

to Zoxofuldan, to Siara, to Gorur, and then under a mountain hollowed by the courfe

of the water, callad Carteron, menacing a downfall upon us, made the more fearful by a

threefold filVure, and manifold ruins of ilones ; which pafled, in a quarter of an hour they

came to Sora, a caftle near to a great ruined city uninhabited, on the left hand, feeming

to them greater than Cairo ; the mariners affirmed that they had heard their progenitors

tell that there had been in it 366 gates ; it is called Elefi ; and rowing down the ftream

with four oars from morning to noon, we hardly palTed beyond one fide thereof.

Thence to Ankarg another ruined city, with many mills, whereby it appeareth that Eu-
phrates hath now a larger channel than in thofe times. Next was Chaime, and near

it an engine to throw into a channel to water the fields : to Sema, to Carpilchelbi, to-

Fochelcurmi, to Edir, to Rechtilhiiel, to Zafara, beyond which are ftraight pafTages,

and a fepulchre which they held in veneration, and each mariner threw in a bifcuit fu-

perftitiouHy to prevent (hipwreck ; to Eleuzi, to Elmeftana, to Caftle Anna, near to

which in Diana, Arboriie an Arabian lord liveth ; to the ifle Anatoibes ; after dan-

gerous pafl'oges to Beggian, another iflf full of date trees, to Cabin, to Sberie, to

Zoiiia, to (jiora, Germa, Bonexi, Duletgidit, then to two iflands namelefs, being

newly made by the river, to Zibida, Vrala, Fufchclbera, Abufabur, Aditi, in which

an Arabic Saniak keepeth ; to Zczirnabus, to Giubau, (rcfulence of a Saniak), to

Naufa, to Kit, near to which is a boiling fountain of pitch, wherewith llie inhabitants

build thtir houfcs, daubing it on boughs cut from trees, fo that they may feem rather

of pitch than wood, every one taking what pleafeth him freely ; and if the overflowing

Euphrates Ihould not carry away the pitch thrown into the field wlicre it ariftth, they
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iay tlicrc would be hills raifed by it. Againft the forcible ftrcam of the river is no
rowing, or fo difficult that a boat in Bir cofling five and twenty ducats in F,it or Felu-

gia is not worth above five. Following their voyage they came to C^araguoi, the inha-

bitants whereof fpcak Arabic, Turkilli, and Perfian. To water their liclds they ufe

abundance of ikin bottles (faflened to a chain with cords) drawn up by oxen in a

mill as in the water houfe at London) which empty themfelves into water palFagcs.

'Ihefe men's religion is reputed a galliniautrey (ir herely. On the 21 ft of February they

arrived at Felugia. On the 24th at fun-rife they palfed a bridge over a llreain which

runneth when the water is high from Euphrates to Tigris, and came at noon to the

ruins of a city called Scndia, and then half an hour after to the beginning of Old Ba-

bylon, and going along by the fame, at night came to Nareifa, midway from FVlugia

to Bagdet ; a place perilous for robbers and lions. IJefore fun-rife next day we tra-

veiled again along thofe ruins, leaving them on the left hand, feeing pieces of great

walls ruined, and one piece of the great tower of Babylon, till coming to Mafcadon

they law the towers of Bagdet or New Babylon. From Felugia thiiher the foil feeins

good, yet neither is there tree or green grafs, houfe, or cadle : but mufli- rooms fu

good that the Moors eat them raw. I'hey were forty-nine days from Bir to Bagdet

by reafon of the winter.

The 13th of March 1580, they departed from Bagdet towards Balfara, embarked
in the Tigris, a river feeming like Nilus, not I'o endangered wiih flielves and bodies

of trees as Euphrates. At Elmaca the river divided into i\\n, one running after into

Euphrates, the other to Balfara. The inhabitants on tlie right hand are Arabs, on

the left Gurgi. On the i8ih they came to Cher. There are many lions and Arab
thieves. There are alfo many keepers of oxen, (heep, and goats. Thence to Enca-

ferami, where each mariner caft in a bifcuit for devotion to a holy man there buried.

Hitherto both in Euphrates and 'i'igris they had good air ; but there they began to

have an ill fcent of the river, very noifome, and they were in the night endangered

with a kind of whirlpool, and were fain to call to their conforts which towed them out.

The next day they came to CaHile, a Saniak's refidcnce, where the Perfian river Ma-
roan difembogueth. Here the tide was firft encountered from the Perfian Gulf. A
little beyond at Calaetel they fallen their barks when the tide rifeth which otherwife

could force them back. 'I he champaigns are well inhabited. They entered Corns,

and a little beyond encountered a piece of Euphrates joining with Tigris, where abide

many foldiers with a Saniak to prevent thieves, which by hundreds in a company ufed

to rob. Here the river (which in fome places had been like Brent) was as large as

Nilus, and well inhabited. At certain times it is here fo hot that many die thereof:

and in this voyage four perfons wearied with heat and travel fat down to refrefi) them-

felves awhile, and were overcome by a hot wind which ftrangled all four. On the

21ft they arrived at Balfara.

The author's voyage from Balfara to Ormus, Diu, Goa, Cochin, Cananor, Seilan,

Negapatan, I omit, and will firft welcome him to St. Thome.
()n the 29th of May 15S2, in the name of Chrill we fet fail, direifling our prow

towards the north to avoid certain fl;elves which are very perilous ; we faw many filhers,

which took great ftore of fdh, which they cat with rice. All that night we failed w ith

a fouth wind northerly. About three o'clock the next morning we came to a place

called the Seven Pagods, upon which are eight plealimt hillocks, not very high, which

are feven leagues from St. Thomas, right over againlt it, where we arrived about noon
the 3cth of May, faluting it with three pieces of ordnance. The city of St. 'Thomas

U fo called of the reliques of that faint, which are kept here with great veneration .• it

9 is

-'!,



OASPARO BAI.BIS VOYACn TO PEGU. 397.

Is fituated in thirteen degrees,and a third part. I'he front is towards the weft, very

ftrong by reafon of the block-houfes, which are upon the port, along towards the fca; this

port IS fo low that elephants cannot enter in at it, for the horfes enter with not a little

trouble. There are three churches : one very fair of St. Thomas, which is well fervcd

with priefts ; the chief of them is a vicar (for fo they call him) who was fent thither

Iiy the archbilhop of Gc^a. There is another of St. Francis, very well ferved with ca-

piiciiiiis, and another of St. John the Baptill, where the fathers of St. Paul of the com-

pany of Jefus are in continual prayer : to build this they had not fo many tranfomes

jis were fufficient, when miraculoufly a great piece of timber was caft up by the fea,

wliich feemed to be made by the line and meafure of that church. I was here when this

piece of timber was caft up ; for one day going to mafs to the church of our Lady I

law a great concourfe of people running to thefea-fide, and I went alfo to fee what

was the matter, and faw this piece of timber caft upon the fhore. Then the church of

St. John the Baptift was finifhed, but becaufe they wanted tranfomes to make the roof

thrv covered it with ftraw. This was held for a great miracle, that fo grtat a piece of

timber ihould be caft up by the fea ; the point lay towards the quire of the church.

Moreover when they fawed this piece of wood, they perceived in the outfide of it, as

alio within it, a ftink ofoafe, fo that they could not come near it: whereupon they

judged that it was caufed by the abundance of water wherewith it was involved in the

lea, and that it came from fome far country. But after a while they fet it on end ; and

lunv it is fo hard that the Portuguese make ufe of it. The aforefaid Fathers of St.

Paul have another church in the city dedicated to our Lady, where they baptize the

Gentiles, and exhort and inftruft them in matters of faith. There is another church

called our Lady of Light which is ferved by St. Thomas's priefts ; but it is three miles

out of the town. There is alfo another called our Lady of the Mount, and another of the

("Irofs ; here is alfo the church of mercy : out of the town there is one of St Lazarus,

and many others well ferved. St. Thomas is as fair a city as any I faw in that country,

and the houfes join one to the other fo as to be able to fuccour one another. Without
the city of St. 1 homas is another city environed with walls made of earth, and inhab-

ited with Gentile foldiers, whofe chieftain is called Adicario, who hath power to exe-

cute juftice. They obfcrve the cuftoni to burn their dead in this city, as at Negapatan

;

but near to this is a city called La Carta de gli Orefici, Goldfmith's Row ; they have

a cuftom when the hulband is dead, to make a pit in the earth, and there to place the

iKad corpfe crofltd legged ; and on the other fide fet his living wife in the fame man-
ner, and their kindred caft earth upon her, prefting her down that Ihe may die alfo ;

and when they wive they marry with their compeers, as a carpenter takes the daughter

of a carpenter, and fo of others. The aforefaid inhabitants worftiip fometimes the fi-

'^uie of a cow, and at other times of a ferpent called Bittia di Capelli, whofe bite is

dtatlly, and it hath one part of the flefti from the middle inverted towards the head.

The Bramins are wont to burn cow's excrements, and with the aflies for devotion

meeting with the Gentiles, to daub their forehead and nofc ; who fo painted, wafli

not that day for devotion of the cow. The men which are devoted to the pagod or

Itatue, after they have lived a whole year after their will in carnal pleafures, are wont
to take a bow and arrow and ftioot their own flefti aloft in the air, which they flafli otF

in morfels, and when they can continue no longer in this manner, they cut their own
throats, thus facrificing their body to the pagod. There are fome alio which are

called Amocchi, who are a kind of people called Chiavi, and are not of thofe Gentiles

of St. 1 homas, but of the coaft of Chiava, who being weary of living, fet theinfelves in

the way with a weapon in their hands, which they call a creafe, and kill as many as they

meet
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meet with, till fomebody killoth them ; and tliis they do for the lead anger they con-
ceive, as defperate men. Thefe Gentiles are very liiiFcrent in their adoration, for fome
worfliip the image of a man, fome of ;i cow, others of ferpents ; others the fun or
moon ; fome a tree, or the water, and other thinj-is. They are accuftoined to cekbrate

many fealts ; but in the month of September 1 law one : the people planted a tree in

the ground like the mart of a fhip, with the m;\in yard acrols, upon which main yard
were two hooks faftened ; and there are many which defire to fn?c thenifefves from trou-

ble or mifery, who make a vow to the pagod, to hook or ganch themfelves ; and for

this there are fome appointed that ftand there, who feeing any one that will ganch them-
felves for devotion, they firft make an oflering, and then they loofen a cord and let:

down the hooks, and with them they fallen the Ihoulders of him that will hook hinifelf

and then they hoid him up aloft, making him turn his face to the pagod and falutc it

throe times with his hands in aliippliant nmnner before his bread, aud make hinj phy
with a weapon which he carrieth in his hands while he is drawing up: and after awhile-

thcy let him ilown and colour the tree with his blood, laying they do it in reverence to

the pagod ; and then|they let him down and put a rope through the holes which the hooks

had made, and fallening that cord to the pagod they draw him by little and little to the

ftatue by that cord ; then the women of the pagod conduft him to the (latue to reverence

it, and after this they take care to heal him if they can. And this they do by a vow or

promife to the pagod to obtain any thing, or in iicknefs to recover health. They have

another feaft by night which laftcth eight nights, in a long flreet of the city full ot lights.

on both fides, and three or four perfons take one another by the hands, who have oix

their arms certain bafliets of viands made of rice and milk, and then they run and criit

that meat behind them, which they fay the devil eats who runs behind them, and while

they are in this motion they never look behind them, for they fay if they do, they fliall

fuddenly die : and this is fuflicient refpeding the mad cuftoms of this country.

On the 13th of September 1583, in the name of Jefus Clirift, after we had laded

our merchandize and paid our culloms, we went afliipboard ; and having failed

until the 23d of this month, we found ourfclves near to Maccareo : it is very

ilrange what is reported of the ebbings and llovvings of the water, and certainly he

who hath not feen them will fcarcely believe them : certain pilots go from

Martovan, as fwift as an arrow in the increaling of the water, as long as the flood

lafteth, and the tide being at the height they turn out of the channel and there ride
j

when the water is fallen on dry land ; and the bore or tide comes as fome great

tree : and in fuch a time they oppol'e the prow againll, and fo expect the fury of the

water, which refembleth the noife of a great earthquake ; fo that niaugre their {tren2,ih

and (kill the bark is wafhed from head to ftern, and with that violence is carried iwitily

into the channel. After that the wind blew from the the fouth-well, and we failed to

the north-wed till the morning, when we found ourfelves at Bara, right over Negiais,

(they call fo in their language the haven which goeth into Pegu,) where we difcovend

on the lelt fide of the river a pagod, or varella, all gilded over, which is feen afar oil"

by the vell'els that come from the main, and efpecially when the fun Ihines, which

makes it glider round about as far as it is feen. And becaufe the rain wafheth it often

and confumeth the gold, the men of that place often regild it, tliat the fhips by the

fplendor thereot may have this benefit to know the haven : and they do it for devotion

and reverence to the place. We then all n-joiced at that time ami made merry ; be-

caulcd we coiifidend, that if we had arrived there four or five days later we could not

have entered the haven by reafonof the continual winds which blow there with great Jury.

Then calling anchor to cxped the flood, fo as to Ihun fome rocks which arc under the

water

;
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titifer ; we faw a place very curioufly adorned with bowers and a church fwhere the

talipois refide, which are there as the friars with us,) where the people of this country

aflemble to pray. It is reported, that in this place there are abundance of tigers which

devour the men and beads of the country. On the 24th of September there came a

little bark near us, called a falangara, whereby the captain of our (hip fent a Porta-

gueze with a prefent to the King, to give him notice of our arrival, and the evening

following we drew near to the Ifland of Flies, fo called of the multitudes of them, there

caufed from the abundance of fifh there falted, wherewith alio we furnifhed our (hip.

In the mean time the (hip went to Cofmi, the lord of the country, who fent twc my
boats with eight oars a-piece, and a royal almadie, which is a certain long bark rowed
with many oars and it began to put forth, and two days after the lord of Cofmi came
together with the (hip, who prefented our Moori(h captain with great fair hens of a

very good tafte, and many oranges, which grow in great quantity in the country. The
faid lord was rowed in a bark made very fantaftically ; it was of the length of a foift,

but fo narrow that in the middle it feemed not to be above one pace over ; at the head

and ftern it was as narrow as our gondolos ; but it was very high, and there were more
than a hundred rowers, which row at the fide with a hundred oars like fticks, and they

did obferve in their rowing to draw the water towards them all together by reafon of

four trumpeters which found when they (liould row, and fit in the middle of the bark

;

the Signior was in a high cabin made in the middle of the boat, covered after the man-
ner of the middle part of a gondolo, but greater, with a part before to (hut and open a*

he pleafeth.

Now the 5th of Oftober we came to Cofmi, whofe territories on both fides are woody
and frequented with parrots, tigers, wild boars, apes, and fuch like creatures. Cofmi

is feated in fixteen degrees and a third part, and hath the houfes made of great Indian

canes, and covered with draw, fronted towards the north-eaft, fituate in a very fine place,

but fubjeft to the ravening of tigers, which often enter into the town and catch men and

beads, and devour them ; but this they do in the night, for they abide in the woods all day.

We departed from Cofmi the 26th of Odlober, with a little paro, that is to fay, a

voyage bark, having committed our merchandize to the guardian of the great paro,

and failing down the river, at evening we arrived at a village on the left hand of the

river called Pain Pcrlon ; and about three o'clock the next morning at Marma Mala,

and about the evening before a great city on the left hand of ihe river called Jaccubel

;

and an hour after at another on the right fide called Tegiatden. The morning follow-

ing we came to a place called Balatin, where they make pots and jars of excellent fine

earth, and a little after we faw Dian, a fertile country, plentiful in timber both for

houfes, (hips, and barks, where they have certain veflTels like galeaffes, which have on
both fides irom head to dern cabins with divers merchandizes, and in the middle, inde;id

of the mad, there is a houfe like ours, fo that within them they traflic for ftore of muik,
benjamin, and divers jewels. On the twenty-ninth day we faw the land of Bedogiamana,

Lagapala, and Purdabui, and the evening we came to a great country called Gungiebui,

where we tarried with great fear of being affaultcd by thieves, who under the (hew of

friendfhip betray difperfed palTengers ; and in like manner we avoided the danger of

the muhitULle of tigers, which in thei'e parts attack men, and dedroy as nany as they

can get. For this caufe we drengthened ourfelves in the middle of the river -, yet they

report that the fiercenefs of tiiis creature is fuch that he will prey in the water. The
day following we went in a narrow river like our Brent by Padua, which is (haded with

p;ilin-trces that grow in great abundance on both fides or the river : tliere is the great

city of Coilan, which is a league long on each fide, which bemg a perfect fquare in:ikc.
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twolvf of our milos. After that \\c came by anoth*^ city, called Tuvaguctlan, wliorc

are many pagtnls and IhitiiLS ; and at evening we arrived at Leinigou, a very fair city,

featcd in a plealitnt territory, n'plenifhed with palm-trees : parting from tiience after

we had kxn many buililinj^s on both fides of the river, about morning we came to h

great populous city called Silvanfedi, and at evening before another called Moggio
where were infinite llore of grtat and finall veiVels, all covered from head to Hern with

ftraw, within which are the families of one honfe, fo that they ferve for convenient

habitations; thov nfe lo drink in them hot waters made of rice as ftrong as our aqua
vitiv ; thefe barks fell frcfii filh and falted, and drell'od in divers fafliions, and oMier

forts of provifion ; i'o that along that river to the mouth of the fea, which is frelh water

they may fail without carrying any victuals, but only money to fpend. The ad of

November we came to the city of Dala, where, befides odier things, are ten large rooms
full of ek-phants, which are kept there by divers fervants of the King of Pegu. The
day following we came to the fair city ot Dogon ; it is finely feated, and fronted to-

wards the fouth-weft, and where they land are twenty long (leps, as from the j)illar of

St. Mark to the Straw-bridge, the matter of them is Itrong and great pieces of timber,

and there are great currents of water both at ebb anil Hood, becaufe it is a place near

JMaccareo, which entereth and goeth out of the mouth of the Sirian, which is a fea-port

;

and always when the water incrcafeth they go upon the flairs ; when it is ebb it dil-

covers all around, and makes it a great way ilry land. On both fiiles of the river, at

the end of the bank, or at the ftairs is a wooden tiger, very great, and painted after the

natural colour of a tiger ; and there are two others in the midfl: of the flairs, fo far one

from another that they fecni to fliarc the ftairs equally. They ftand with open mouth,

fliewing their teeth and tongue, with their claws lifted up and flretchcd forth, prepared

to aflail him that looks on them. Concerning thefe they told me a foolifh belief which

they have, that they ftand there to guard, for if any fliould be fo bold as to difpleafc

the pagod, thofe tigers fliould defend him, for he would give them life. After wc were

landed wc began to go on the right hand in a large flreet about fifty paces broad, in

which we faw wooden houfes gilded, and adorned with delicate gardens after their

cufloni, wherein their talapois, which are friars, dwell, and look to the pagod, or varclia

of Dogon. The left fide is furnifhed with portals and fliops, very like the new Pro-

curatia at Venice ; and by this ftreet they go towards the varella, for the fpacc of a gu)il

mile ftraight forwards, either under penthoufes or in the open ftreet, which is free to

walk in. AVhcn we came to the varella, we found a pair of ftairs of ninety fteps, as

long in my judgment as the channel of the Rialto at Venice. At the foot of the fu(t

ftair are two tigers, one at the right hand and the other at the left ; thefe are of ftonc,

and ftand in the fame fafliion they do on the fhore fide. The ftairs are divided into

three ; the firft is forty fteps, the lecond thirty, and the third twenty, and at the top of

each of them is a plain fpacious place. On the lalt ftep are angels of ftone, each with

three crowns one upon the other ; but fo, that that which is the greateft, and that

which is next lelfer, yet greater th;m the upj)ermoft, which is the Icift. They have the

right hand lilted up, ready to give the benediction, with two fingers flretchcd out.

The other hand of the one is laid upon the head of a child, and of the other upon the

head of an ape ; thefe ftatutes are all of ftone. At the right hand is a varella, gikleJ

in a round form, made of flone, and as much in compafs as the ftreet before the Vene-

tian palace, if it were round ; and the height may equal St. Mark\s bell-tower, not the

ton of it. but the little pinnacles. At the left hand is a fair hall carved and gilded

within and without ; ami this is the place of devotion, whither the people go to hear

the talapois preach : the ftreet is greater than St. Mark's, at Icaft larger} ;uul this is

i place

we came am



CASPARO BAI.Bl^S VOVAOE TO l^EOlf* 40»

a place of great deVftion amongfl them, and yearly multitudes of people come by fca

and by land. And when they cek-brate a folemu feaft, tl*e King in pcribn gocth before

them all, and with him the Queen, the Prince, and his other fons, with a great train of

nobles and others, who go to get a pardon. And on this day there is a gri^it mart:

where are all forts of merchandizes which are current in thofe countries, which thoy

frequent in great multitudes, who come thither not fo nmch for devotion as trafli,:, and

we may freely go thither if we will. Round about this and upon another varclla were
apes running up and down ; the great and fmall flairs alfo are full of them. After we
had feen this, at the foot of the firftftair when I went down I turned my face to the left

jide, and with fomc Portugueze which were in my company found, in a fair hall, a very

large bell, which we meafured, and found to be feven paces and three hand-breadths,

and it is full of letters from the top to the bottom, and fo near together that one touchoth

the other ; they are very well and neatly made ; but there was no nation that could

underftand them, no not the men of Pegu, and they remember not whence nor how it

came thither.

In the evening, about one o'clock at night, we went from this place, and about three

we came among fomc fifhers* nets, which almofl; fhipwrecked us, as they did one ofouf

company, who being entangled in them went under them, and fo was funk ; and this

was through the negligence of fome fifhers, who when they lay forth fucli nets,

ought to have a bark with a light or fire all the night to give warning to fallors, that

thoy come not on that fide. But praifed bo God ! we freed ourfelves in the befl: man*
ner we could. That day after the fun was up, we arrived over againft the mouth of

Sirian, which is on the fouth fide, where with fome difficulty we landed, for the violence

of the water drew us into Maccareo. Sirian was an imperial city, where an Emperor
refided ; the walls and bulwarks are ruined, by which one may fee that it hath been

very ftrong, and almofl impregnable : but anno 1567, it was fubdued by the King of

Pegu, who to take it fent a million and a half of men ; and after he had befieged it

two years with the lofs of half a million of his men, he took it by troafon. Which,
when the Emperor underflood, he poifonod himfelf, and the reft of his family were car-

ried away prifonors upon elephants, who returned in great numbers, laden with gold,

jewels, and other precious things. Departing from Sirian we purfued our voyage,

feeing many inhabited towns, called by divers names. Finally we came to a place called

Meccao, where we difembarked to go by land to Pegu, being about twelve miles.

Over againft Meccao are certain habitations where the King of Pegu was then for his

difport, who caufeth there beautiful gilded vefTels to be made, bcfeeming fuch a King.

From Cofmi to Meccao we were eleven days on our voyage, failing always by rivers of

frofli water, which ebb and flow, and on both fides there are houfes and habitations

made upon piles planted in the earth, fo that the tigers cannot moleft the iiihabitants

;

they go up to them upon ladders made of l.r»ht wood, which thoy draw up. Some of

the inhabitants keep buffaloes in their houfo;; •. for they fay that the tigers will not come
near the places where thcfc^ bealts arc, by reafon of their ill favour : they are in theft*

countries of unmcafurable greatnefs and thicknefs. For the voyage of St. Thomas to

Pegu, it is good to carry bracelets, which they make of glafs in St. Thomas, for with

thofe better than with money you may buy vidtuals, and there in the city where you buy
thorn they are fold at a low price, but if they are enamelled they fell them dear. Tht*

number of pagods, or varellas, which we faw in this voyage I write not, for they are

innumerable, and in divers fliapcs ; but 1 only fay that on the fhore where we landed to

go to Dogon, which is made of large ftrong timoers, are two ftatues, which refemble

two boys from the head downwards, their faces after the likenefu of devils with twa
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wings. There arc fomc vardlas gilded, and fet in fair places, to which they come and
olFer gold and other nierchandi/.e in great quantity, to maintain their gilding ; for the

rain fpoils it. About thcfe vartllas are found tii-d many apes of that kind which re-

fcmble mountain cats, which we call monkiL-s ; they keep them very carefully, holding

them to be creatures btloved of God, becauff they have their hands and feet like

human en aturos ; asid therefore their woods are full of them, for they never lake any,

except for their varcllas and llatues.

There arc two cities of Ptgii, the old and the new ; in the former ftrangcrs and
uurcliants inhabit, who are nrany, and utter great llore of merchandize ; in this alfo

is the Kinj;'s nobles, and gentlemen, and other people. The new is not very large ; it

was built by the father of the prefent King, on a iudd^n, in a very neat falhion and
with wonderful ilrength : the nld is very ancient, and reafonably great, with many
houfes made of great canes and many magazines of brick to keep wares in *, and to

fpeak of the old city of Pegu, as of the nobler, becaufe of the King's refidence in it,

and of all his court, you mufl know that the city is pleafantly feated in the altitude of

fixteen degrees and a third part ; it is environed with walls, and hath the form of a

perfed fquare, and in every fquarc are five gates : round about it are many ditches

full of water which contiiiues all the year, and in them are many crocodiles, which are

put in there, that if any wade over thefe ditches they may be taken and killed.

After I was provided with a good druggerman and interpreter, the noife of trumpets

was heard, which fignified we fliould fee tne King, and have audience of him ; we en-

tered within the fecond gate, whereby they go into the court yard, and the interpreter

and I call ourfelves upon our knees on the ground, and with our hands elevated in

humble wife, and making a (hew three times before we rofe ofkiiTmg the ground ; and

three other tin»es we did thus before we came near to the pbce where the King fat with

his femini, proflrate on the earth (for no Chriftian, how near focver to the King, nor

Moorifli captains, except of his femini, come in that place fo near the King). I heard

all his fpeech, but underftood it not : I gave the emeralds to the interpreter, who lifted

them up over his head, and again made reverence, by them called rombce ; am! as foon

as the King faw it, a Nagiran, that is to fay, the " Lord of his words," or interpreter,

making the like rombee, took the emeralds and gave them into the Khig's hand,and trien

went out of his prcfencc, who a little while after called him, commanding him as lord

of his words that he (hould alk me what countryman I was; how many years it was

fince I left my country, and what was my name, and fioiii what place I had brought thofe

emeralds ; and I with the accuftomed rombee, (for at every word they fpeak they muft

make fuch an obeifance,) anfwered, that my name was Gafpar Balbi ; that I had been

on n.y voyage fjur years, and that I had brought the emeralds from Venice to give

His Majefty, the fame of whofe bounty, courtefy and greatnefs, was fpread over the

world,and efpecially in our parts, to be the greateft King in the world : all this uas written

in their letters, and read by the lord of his words to His JVIajcfty. He commanded to aflc

me in what r.-rt Venice w. s fealed, and what King p;overned it ; and I told him that it

was in the kingdom of Italy, and that it was a repul lie or free (late, not governed by

any King. When the King heard this, he greatly wondered ; fo that he began to laiigli

fo exceedingly, that he was overcome by the cough, which made him that he could

hardly fpeak to his great men. LaRly, he demanded if that King whicli la(l took Por-

tugal were as great, and if Venice were warlike. To which I anfwered, that King

Philip that had taken Portugal was the potenteft King among the Chriilians, and that

the Venetians were in league with him, but had no fear of any, yet fought friend(hip

with all. And then I reported the overthrow which the Venetians gave the Emperor
of
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of the Turks. Ainclhi, who at thnt time was at Mecca, confirmed this to be true of the

ikfcat of the TiirkKh arinadn. Ihiu he ^ave nie a cup of gold, and five pieces of
Ciiina dainafk of div(Ts colours, and bade them tell me, that ho gave me thefe, and did

not fo pay me for my eintraliis, for which I Ihould he contented by his public ter-

rcca, whii n are his ireafiircrs. This was holden for novelty by them that faw it, for

it was not the Kind's cudom to prelent any thing to any. Moreover, the King ordered,

that for the wares which I had brought, tho decagiui fhould not make me pay any tax

or cuftom.

The King nouriflieth at his charge more than right hundred domcftic elephants of

war ; but for wild ones they may have as many as they will, for the woods are full of

them. The buffaloes of this country arc of berettine colour, but fo great that they are

like elephants. There are creatures as with us, and many alfo of other kinds. When
he goeth to his recreations folcmnly, or in his robes, four white elephants go before

him veiled with gold, having their teeth inclofed in flieath wrought with jewels. The
King of Pegu hath groat li:ore of artillery of all forts ; hut he wants men to manage
them ; he might make as many gallics, foifts, and gallealfes as he would, if he had men
to govern them, and to make tnem, and therefore makes none : yet when he undcrtak' j

any enterprize he carries with him fmall ordnance, which are governed by certain gun-

ners, Moors of Bcngala, of whom, as of ftrangers, h • li tli fmall confidence.

The King of Ava, being fubjeft to the King of Pegu, and b: other to his father, had

a purpofe to make himfelf mafter of his nephew's kingdom, and to make himfelf King,

becaufe he was the ancienter of the royal branch ; therefore at the inauguration of the

prefent King, he would not come to do him homage as he ought, and as other Kings

and dukes his fubjefts did ; he did not only abfent himfelf, but alfo kept back the

prefent of jewels which he was wont to give, and reftrained alfo the tfade from his

country to Pegu, not fuffering any merchant to pafs, but fought to confpire with his

chief courtiers againft the King of Pegu, who as a good nephew diflembled it, the faid

King of Ava being recommended to him from his father before his death. Finally, the

the King of Pegu, willing to clear himfelf of the ill will conceived againft the Kmg of

Ava his uncle, font one of his houfliold fervants to him, who was flain by the King of

Ava becaufe of the war, trufting that the grandees of the kingdom of Pegu would favouf

his part, and revolt from their natural lord to fet him in his place. Therefore the King
of Pegu proclaimed war againft Ava, and called to him his bagnia and femini, and gave

order to his decagini, that as they came he Ihould put them in prifon ; which bein^

performed by the decagini, the King ordained that the morning following they (hould

make an eminent and fpacious fcaffbld, and caufe all the grandees to come upon it, and
then fet fire to it and burn them all alive. But to (hew that he did this with juftice,

he fent another mandate, that he fhould do nothing till he had an olla, or letter,

written witii his hand in letters of gold, and in the meantime he commanded him to

retain all the prifoners of the grandees families unto the women great with child, and

fhofe who were in their fwaddling cloaths, and fo ho brnught them all together upon the

fcaffbld ; and the King fent the letter that he fl'.ould Luri) them, and the decagini per-

Jormed it, and burnt them all, fo that there was iieard nothing but weeping, flirieking,

crying, and fobbing : for there were four ihohfand in nutiiber which were fo burned,

great and fmall, for which execution were public guards placed by tho King, and all

of the old snd new city were forced to alllil them : I alfo went thither and law it with

great compafTion and grief, that little children without any fault fliould fuffln* fuch

martyrdom, and among ethers there was one of his chief fecretaries, who was laft put
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u) to be burned, yof was freeJ by the King's order ; but his log was begun to be humf^
fo that he was laiuo.

And after followed this order from IlisMajefty, that thofe othor captains which re.

mained IhouKl come to him ; and hefaid to them, " you have feen what we have doiu'

to traitors, but be faitliful, and fet in order all the people a:, you can, for 1 an\ a captain

that war iuftly, g<'ing without any fear of not overcoming :" and fo on a fiidden, an(l

within a lew days, he gathered together out of both the cities more than three hundretf

ihoufand perfons, and encamped without the city. 'I'en days after that I faw the King upon

an elephant, all over covered with gold and jewels, go to war with great courage, with

a fword alter our cuftom lent him by the viceroy ot Goa, the hilt whereof was gilded :

the faid viceroy was called Don Louis de /uida : he left the white elephants in the city.

After that the King fell fick of thcfuiall-pox, but when he was well he encountered with

the King of Ava, and they two fought body to body without any hindrance of the

armies ; who being equally matched, as their culloni is, combatted bravely, as did alio

the guard of this King with that of the other ; and after the Kings had fought a while

hand to hantl, full with arquebufles, then with darts, and lallly with the fwoixl, the

elephant of the King of Pegu broke his right tooth with charging that of Ava, in which

fury he fo coupled with that of the other elephant that the King of Pegu killed the King

of Ava, and he remained flightly wounded on one arm, and in the mean while hisele-

phant fell dead under him, and the King of Pegu mounted upon that of Ava. Bu^

when the army of Ava faw their King dead, they ceafed to fight, and demanded pardon

of the King of Pegu, who with a joyful countenance praifing their valour pardoned tia'in

all, and making a niuder found that of three hundred thoufand which he brought from

Pegu, there died in that battle more than 200,000, and little lefs of thofe of Ava. After

this vidory ho'ordered that Ava fliould be deflroyed, and all the people made prifoners,

among whom w;us thu queen taken prifoner, who was fifter of the King of Pegu,

and confined during her life in a large houfe with many royal attendants ; but flie agreed

never to go forth. The reft of the citizens were baniihed to live in woods among tigers

and other creatures, and this was bccaufe the Ki-^i; of Pegu coidd not find the great

treafurc which the King of Ava had. This w u \.;xs in the beginning of the month ot

April, when in that country falls great (lore n' rain, caufing great cold in a place called

Meccao ; and the fourteenth day of July, in fix days he returned imexpeftedly to Pegu,

not finding the city with thofe guards which His Majcfty had appointed, but at the

requeft of the Prince his fon he did no other juffice.

On his arrival he underftood that when he was at the war, there had arrived under

excufe to come to his favour the fon of the Emperor of Silon (or Siam), with fifty

elephants of war, and eight hundred horfes, bcfides arquebuflers, pikemen, and

foldiers with f'.vords, who were fent towards Ava by the great Brama ; but inftead ot

taking his way towards the coad, he returned to Silon.

In the meantime was brought into Pegu the elephant of the King of Ava, which was

fo much difcontentcd that all the daylong heinoumod ; 1 myfelf faw him ...r.K r anu that

he would eat but very little ; and this I faw in the 1 'dging where the K'k >.

1' "'
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wont to keep his, where continually were two feniini that prayed him .a .uurn

no longer, but be merry, for he was come to ferve a Kmg greater than his own.

Notw iihflanding this elephant would not ceafa from tears, and always in token of forrow

held down his t?'jnk ; and thus he continued the fpace of fifteen days, when he began

to eat, to the Kin;~' ''/eat content. When the teeth of the King's elephant which died

in battle, by coramiir.'. '" J.Iis Maiefty were made certain pagods or ftatues, which were

1 5 laid
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I;jii1 Up to be kept among the pagods of jrold and filver. Afterwards the King made
five other of gon/a ', which was a marvi>llouH thing to fee ; for fitting crofs-logged,

they were as high as a llrong man could fling ;i flonc, and they were engraved fairly

and ciiritJiiily : one toe of the foot was ^'fater than .1 man, and thefe pagods were fet

in public before the palace, and befiiangKd u/'fh gold.

'I'he war of Ava being now finifhcil. the King < ' Silon, who was fubjo(fl to the King

of I'egu, ient'onr to His Maji-Hy to tell I)im that it ciioved hJm that a Have had given

anfwfr to his fon, whom he had lent to aid the King hnnfelf, and li'Toforc now he madi-

no more account of him, nor held him for his I rd ; therefore the Kirii; 'if Pegufcni
f(irth a great army againfl Silon, under the condui^t of the Great Brama, who, Jifter he
had loft many people through the heat, and through the great fortitude of Silon, could

obtain nothiiu' of him but this, that if the King of Pegu W(udd eotnc to the camp he
would n iron'C him, but he would not yield liimfelf to his inferinr: and tl King ol

I'cgi; i» ..V 1 i-ciK 'hat he would have his leaft flave fubdue his fubjod. Although they

k |ir u liraigur iiege againft Silon, yet the city ftood it out manfully. It h;uh been an
tn^neri 1' city ; the houles are of timber, built high becaufe of the overflowing of the river.

In whii i .every houfe haih a boat to tranfport their people from one fide of the river to the

other : th'Te are many houfes of poor people made upon great planks with edifices of

wood or great canes built on them, which they guide whither they will, to buy and fell

any fo> 1. ot merchandize, which is exerciled by women, who when a (hip oomes to that

place do not unload it ; but go themfelves upon thefe rafts to negociate, buy, and fell.

The people of Silon are Gentiles, as thofe of Pegu ; they are white and bt utiful ; they

fear not to be overcome by the King of Pegu after this manner ; for his fmher brought

them to his obedience, going in perfon, and accompanied with 800,000 nr^n ; ncitner

had he taken it, if it had not been by treafon, by opening a gate ; there vcre many
Portuguefe then taken prifoners, who were freed by the prefent King of Pegu with

commendations for doing what the King of Silon commanded them. In he mean-

time there was a great fire kindled in a Itreet of the Portugueze in Pegu ; by he dlver-

fity of winds which blew it burned more than 3800 houfes, and fome pagods ani^ praying

places : and as it is a cuftom that the King of Pegu in fuch cafes proceeds agaiiift thofe

who are authors of fuch a fire, there was fcarch made who kindled the fire, and ije was-

certified that it was in the houfe of a Portugueze pilot who brought us to the citv. The
King made no fliew of judging this to have been for malice ; but we were in ci ntinual

lear of burning, anil fo much the rather, becaufe one of the King's diviners to id him,

that if he would have the vidory of Silon he muft burn a city as his father did ; and

therefore we doubted that he would deftroy this old city of Pegu ; but he was difi jaded

from it by the Prince his fon, who is very courteous and pleafunt, and much dcliglr. .>d in

difcharging arquebufll's, and to (hoot with bows; he is of great ftature, ami bro vnas

his father ; when he oes abroad he is carried in a palankin very pompouily (.: his

other three little brothers are alfo) under a cloth of ftate openly.

[Our author proceedeth in large difcourfes rf this country, and the occurrences of hat

time, which (fo much as is necclVary ) we have in fome of our Peguan relators, Fredenke,

Fitch, or the Jefuits, and are therefore here omitted.]

* A ntixt metal of brafs and tin, wlicreof they make money.
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THE rorAGE
Of.Mr. RALPH FITCH, Merchant of London,

TO ORMIJS, AND SO TO GOA IN THE EAST INDIA;

TO CAMBAIA, CANOES, BF.NGAl-A ; TO BACOLA AND CHONnLRI, TO PEGU,

TO JAMAIIAY IN THE KINGDOM OF SIAM, AND BACIi TO l>EOU,

Aiitl from thence to

MALACCA Zr.ILAN, COCHIN, AND ALL THE COAST OF THK tAST INDIA.

Begiin ill the Year of our Lord 1583, ami ended 1551

IN the year of our Lord 1583, I Ralph Fitch of London, merchant, being dcfirous to

fee the countries oftheEall India, in the company of Mr. John Newbcric, merchant,

(who had been at (Jrmus once before) of William Leciles, L-wellcr, and James

Stone, J'ainter, being chiefly fet forth by the Right Worlhipful Sir Edward Oiborne,

Knight, and Mr. Richard Staper, citizens and merchants of London, did (hip niyltit

in a fhip of London called the Tygre, wherein we went for 'J>i[X)lis in Syria : and

from thence we took the way to Alepo, which we went hi feven days with thecarovan.

Being in Alepo and finding good company, we went from thence to Birra, which is

two days and a half travel with camels.

Birra is a little town, but very plentiful of vidtuals : and near to the wall of the

-own runneth the river Euphratt^s. Here we bought a boat, and agreed with a

inafter and bargemen to go to Babilon. Thefe boats be but for one voyage, for the

flream doth run fo faft downwards that they cannot return. They carry you to a

town which they call Felugia, and there you fell the boat for a little money ; for that

which coft you fifty at Birra, you fell there for feven or eight. From Birra to Felugia

is fixtecn days' journey ; it is not good that one boat go alone, for if it Ihould chance

to break, you mould have much ado to fave your goods from the Arabians, who be

always thereabouts robbing : and in the night when your boats be made fall, it is

neceflfary that you keep good watch. For the Arabians who are thieves, will come
fwimraing and Ileal your goods and flee away, agaiiill which a gun is v;iry good, for

they fear it very much. In the river of Euphrates from Birra to Felugia there are

certain places where you pay cuflom, fo many medines for a fome or camels lading,

and certain raifins and foap, which is fur the fons of Arborife, who is lord of the

Arabians and all that great defart, and liath fome villages upon the river. Felugia,

where you unload your goods wliich come from Birra, is a little village : from whence
you go to Babilon m a day.

Babilon is a town nor very great hut very populous, and of great trafhc with flr.mgers;

for that is the way to i'erfia, Turkey and Arabia : and irom thence do go carovans

for thefe and other pJaees. Here lire great ilore of victuals, v/hich come from Armenia
down the river of Tygris. They are brou^c.ht upon rafts made of goat-lkins blown full

ol wind and boards laid upon thetn ; and thereupon they load their goods which are

brought down to Babilon, which beinc difciiurged they open their (kins, and carry

them back by camels, to ferve another time. Babilon in times pall did b.long to the

kingdom of Perfia, but now is fubjed to the Turks. Over againft Babilon there is a

Tery fuir village, iton\ whence you p.ds to B.ibilon upon a bridge made of boats, and
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tied to a great chain of iron, which is made faft on either fide of the river. When
any boats are to pafs up or down the river, they take away certain of the boats until

they be pa(h

The tower of Babel is built on this fide the river Tygris, towards Arabia from the

town about feven or eight miles, which tower is ruinated on all fides, and with the

fall thereof hath made as it were a little mountain, fo that it hath no fhape at all : it

was made of bricks dried in the fun, and certain canes and leaves of the palm tree laid

betwixt the bricks. There is no entrance to be feen to go into it. It doth (land upon
a great plain betwixt the rivers of Euphrates and Tygris.

By the river Euphrates two days' journey from Babilon at a place called Ait, in a.

field near unto it, is a ftrange thing to fee : a mouth that doth continually throw forth

againft; the air boiling pitch with a filthy fmoke ; which pitch doth run abroad into a

great field, which is always full thereof. The Moors fay that it is the mouth of hell.

By reafon of the great quantity of it, the men of that country pitch their boats two
or three inches thick on the outfide fo that no water doth enter into them. Their

boats are called danec. When there is great ftore of water in the Tygris, you may ga
from Babilon to Bafora in eight or nine days : if there be fmall ftore it will coft you
the more days.

Bafora in times paft was under the Arabians, but now is fubjed to the Turks. But
fome of them the Turks cannot fubdue, for that they hold certain iflands in the river

Euphrates, which the Turks cannot win of them. They are all thieves and have no
fettled dwelling, but remove from place to place with their camels, goats and horfes,.

wives and children, and all. They have large blue gowns, their wives* ears and nofesi

are ringed very full of rings of copper and filver, and they wear rings of copper about

their legs.

Bafora ftandeth near the gulf of Perfia, and is a town of great trade in fpices and
drugs which come from Ormus. There is alfo great ftore of wheat, rice and dates

growing thereabout, wherewith they ferve Babilon and all the country. Ormus, and.

all the parts of India. I went from Bafora to Ormus down the gulf of Perfia, in a-

certain ftiip made of boards and fowed together with cayro, whicli is thread made of

the hulk of cocoas and certain canes or ftraw leaves i'cwed upon the feams of the boards,

which is the caufe that they leak very much. And \o having Perfia always on the left

hand and the coaft of Arabia on the right hand wc palled many iilands, and among
others, '.he famous ifland Baharim, from whence come thebeft pearls, which are round

and orient.

Ormus is an ifland in circuit about five and twenty or thirty miles, and is the drieft

ifland in the world ; for there is nothing growing in it but only I'ah -, {u\- the water,

wood or viduals, and all things neceflfary come out ot IVrfia, which is about twelve

miles from thence. All thereabout is very fruitful, froiu wlieucc all kind of victuals

arefent into Ormus. The Portuguezo have a calUe here wImcIi Ilandeth near unto tlie

fea, wherein there is a captain for the King of Portugal, having under him a convenient

number of foldiers, whereof fome part remain in the caftle and iouie in the town In this

town are merchants of all nations, and many Minors and Genrilos. I iere is a very great

trade of all forts of fpices, dru j,s, iilk, cloth ol liik, fine tapellry of Peiiia, great Itorc of

pearls which come trotn the iile of Baharim, anil ate th • heft pearls nf all others, and

n\any horfes of Perfia, which lerve all India. 'I'hey have a Moor to their King, who
i.s chofen and governed by the Portugue/e. Their woiii-.'n are very ftrangely attired,

wearing on their nofcs, cars, necks, arms and legs, many rings let witii jewels, and locks

tjf filver and gold in. their ears, and a long bar of gold upon the Iklc of their nofes.

Their
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Their ears with the weight of their jewels are worn fo wide, that a man may thrufl;

three of his fingers into them. Here very (hortly after our arrival we were put in

prifon, and had part of our goods taken from us by the captain of the caflie whofe

name was Don NIathias de Albuquerque ; and from hence the eleventh of October,

he fhipped us and fent us for Goa unto the viceroy, who at that time was Don Francilca

de Mafcarenhas. The Ihip wherein we were embarked for Goa belonged to the

captain, and carried one hundred and twenty four hories in it. All merchandize

carried to Goa in a (hip wherein are horfes pay no cuitom in Goa. The horfes pav

cuftom ; the goods pay nothing ; but if you come in a fhip which bringeih no horl'es,

you are then to pay eight in the hundred for your goods. The firft city of India that we
arrived at on the fifth of November, after we had pafled the coafl: of /indi, is called

Diu, which (tanJcth on an ifland in the kingdom of Cambaia, and is the ftrongeft

town that the Portugueze have in thofo narts. It is but little, but well ftored with

merchandize ; for here they load many great fliips with divers commodities for the

ftraits of Mecca, for Ormus, and other places, and thcfe are Ihips of the Moors and of

Chriftians. But the Moors cannot pais, except they have a paflport from the

Portugueze.

Cambaietta is the chief city of that province, which is great and very populous,

and fairly built for a town of the Gentiles : but if there happen any famine, the people

will fell their children for very little. The laft King of Cambaia was Sultan Badu, who
was killed at the liege of Diu, and fhortly after his city was taken by the Great Mogor,
who is King of Agra and of Delli, which are forty days' journey from the country of

Cambaia. Here the women wear upon their arms infinite numbers of rings made of

elephants' teeth, wherein they take fo much delight that they had rather be without

their meat than without their bracelets. Going from Diu we came to Daman, the

fecond town of the Portugueze in the country of Cambaia, which is diflant from Diu
forty leagues. Here is no trade but of corn and rice. They have many villages

under them which they quietly poflefs in time of peace, but in time of war the enemy
is mafter of them. From thence we pafled by Bafaim, and from Bal'aim to Tana, at

both which places is fmall trade but only of corn and rice.

The tenth of November, we arrived at Chaul which ftandeth in the firm land.

There are two towns, the one belonging to the Portugueze and the other to the

Moors. That of the Portugueze is neareft to the fea, and commandeth the bay,

and is walled round about. A little above that is the town of the Moors, which is

governed by a Moor King called Xa-Maluco. Here is great traffic for all forts of

Ipices, and drugs, filk, and cloth of filk, fandals, elephants' teeth, and much China

work, and much fugar which is made of the nut called Gagara ; the tree is called

the palmer ; which is the mod profitable tree in the world : it doth always bear fruit

and doth yield wine, oil, fugar, vinegar, cords, coals, and of the leaves are made
thatch for the houfes, fails for fhips, mats to fit or lie on : of the branches they make
their houfos, and brooms to fwtcp ; of ihc tree wood for fhips. 'J'he wine doth iflfuc

out of the top of the tree. They cut a br nch of a bough and bind it hard, and hang

an earthen pot upon it, which they empty every morning and every evening and dilUI

it, and put in certain dried raifins, and it becometh very flrong wine in a fhort time.

Hitherto many fhips come from all parts of India, Ormus, and from Mecca : here

are many Moors and Gentiles. They have a very ftrange order among them, they

worfliip a cow, and efleem much of the cows' dung to paint the walls of their houfes.

They will kill nothing, not fo much as a loufe; for they hold it a fin to kill any

tiling. They cat no flefh, but live on roots, and rice, and milk. And when the
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hufband dleth, his wife is burned with liim, if fhe be alive ; if fhe will not, her head
is (haven, and there is never any account made of her after. They Aiy if they fliould

be buried it were a great fin, for of their bodies would come many worms and other

vermin, and when their bodies were confumed, thofe worms would hick fuftenancc,

which were a fin, therefore they will be burned. In Cambaia they will kill nothing,

nor have any thing killed : in the town they have hofpitals to keep lame dogs and cats,

and for birds. They will give meat to the ants.

Goa is the moft principal city which the Portugueze have in India, wherein the Vice-

roy remaineth with his court. It ftandeth in an ifland, which may be five-and-twenty

or thirty miles about. It is a fine city, and for an Indian town very fair. The ifland

is very fair, full of orchards and gardens, . and many palmer-trees, and hath fome vil-

lages. Here are many merchants of all nations. And the fleet which cometh every

year from Portugal, which are four, five, or fix great fliips, cometh firft hirher : and
they come for the moft part in September, and remain there forty or fifty days, and then

go to Cochin, where they load their pepper for Portugal. Oftentimes they load one in

Goa, the reft go to Cochin, which is from Goa a hundred leagues fouthward. Goa
ftandeth in the country of Hidalcan, which lieth in the country fix or feven days' jour-

ney. Its chief city is called Bifapor. At our coming we were caft into prifon, and
examined before the juftice and demanded for letter, and were charged to be fpies

;

but they could prove nothing by us. We continued in prifon until the twenty-fecond

of December, and then we were fet at liberty, putting in fureties for two thoufand

ducats not to depart the town ; which fureties Father Stephens, an Englifli jefuit which
we found there, and another religious man a friend of his, procured for us. Our
furety's name was Andreas Taborer, to whom we paid two thoufand one hundred and

fifty ducats, and ftill he demanded more : whereupon we made fuit to the viceroy

and juftice to have our money again, confidering that they had had it in their hands

near five months, and could prove nothing againft us. The viceroy made us a very

fliarp anfwer, and laid we fliould be better fifted before it were long, and that they

had further matter againft us.

Whereupon we prefently determined rather to feek our liberty than to be in dangec

for ever to be flaves in the country, for it was told us we fliould have the ftrapado.

The fifth day of April 1585 in the morning we ran from thence: and being fet over

the river we went two days on foot i;ot without fear, not knowing the way nor

having any guide, for we durft truft none. One of the firft towns which we came to

is called Bellargan, whore there is a great market kept of diamonds, rubies, faphires,

and many other foft ftones. From Bellargan we went to Bifapor, which is a very

great town where the King doth keep his court. He hath many Gentiles in his court,

and they are great idolaters. They have their idols ftanding in the woods which they

call pagods. Some are like a cow, ionic like a monkey, fome like butFaloes, fome

like peacocks, and fome like the deviL Here are very many elephants which they

go to war with. Here they have good ftore of gold and filver. Their houfes are of

llone, very fair and high. From hence we went for Gulconda, the King whereof is

called Cutup de lafhach. Here, and in the kingdom of Itidalcan, and in the country

of the King of Decan, are the diamonds found of the old water. It is a very fair town,

plcafant, with fair houfes of brick and timber ; it aboundeth with great ftore of

fruits and frefli water. Here the men and women go with a cloth bound about their

middles, without any more apparel. We found it here very hot.

The winter beginneth here about the laft of May. In thefe parts is a port or haven

ciilled Mafulipatan, which ftandeth eight days* jouraey from hence towards the gulf
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of Bengala, whither come many fhips out of India, Pegu, and Sumatra, very richly

laden with pepper, fpices, ard other commodities. The country is very good and
fruitful. From thence I went to Scrvidore, which is a fine country, and the King is

called, The King of Bread. The houfcs hero are al! thatched and made of loam. Here
are many INIoors and Gentiles, but there is little religion atnongft them. From thence

I went to Bcllapore, and fo to Barramporc, which is in the country of Zelabdim

Echebar. In this place their money is made of a kind of filver round and thick to the

value of twenty-pence, which is very good filver. It is marvellous great and a populous

country. In their winter, which is in June, July, and Augufl, there is no palling

in the llrccts but with horfos, the waters are fo high. The houles are made of loam

and thatched. Here is great ftore of cotton cloth made, and painted cloths of cotton

wool : alfo groweth groat plenty of corn and rice. We found a great number oi

inaiTiages both in towns and villages in many places we palfcd through, of boys ol

eight or ten years, and girls of five or fix years old. They both ride upon one horl'e

very trimly decked, and are carried throuc^h the town with great piping and playing,

and fo return home and eat of a banquet made of rice and fruits, and there they

dance the greatell part of the night, and fo make an end of the marriage. They lye

not together until they are ten years okl. They fay they marry their children fo

young, becaufe it is an order that whn the man dieth, the woman mud be burned

with him : fo that if the father die, yet they may have a lather-iivlaw to help to bring

up the children which are married ; and alfo that they will not leave their fons without

wives, nor their daughters without hulbands.

From thence we went to Mandoway, which is a very ftrong town. It was befieged

twelve years by Zelabdim Echebar, before he could wm it. It ftandeth upon a very

high rock, as the greatell number of their caftles do, and was of a very great circuit.

From hence we went to Ugini and Serringe, where we overtook the ambalTador of

Zelabdim Echebar, with a prodigious great companyof men, elephants and camels. Here
is a great trade of cotton, and cloth made of cotton, and great plenty of drugs. From
tlience we went to Agra, pafling many rivers, which by reafon of the rain were fo

fwollen, that we waded and fwam oftentimes for our lives. Agra is a very great and

populous city, built with Hone, having fair and large ftreets, with a river running

by it, whicli falloth into the gulf of Bengala. It hath a fair and ftrong caftle with a

very fair ditch. Here are many Moors and Gentiles : the King is called Zelabdim

Echebar ; the people for the moll part call him the Great Mogor. From thence wc
went to Fatepore, which is the place where the King kept his court. The town is

greater than Agra, but the houfes and ftreets are not fo fair. Here dwell many people,

both Moors and Gentiles. The King hath in Agra and Fatepore, as they do credibly

report, one thoufand elephants, thirty thoufand horfes, one thoufand and four hun-

dred tame deer, tight hundred concubines : fuch ftore of ounces, tigers, buftalocs,

cocks and hawks, that is very ftrange to fee. He keepeth a great court, which they

call Dericcan. Agra (and Fatepore are two very great cities, either of them much
greater than London, and very populous. Between Agra and Fatepore are twelve

iniks, and all the way is a market of victuals and other things, as full as though a

man were flill in a town, and i'o many people as if a man were in a market. Ihey

have many fine carts, and many of them carved and gilded with gold, with two

wheels, which arc drawn by two little bulls about the bignefs of our great ilogs in

England, antl they will run with any horfe, and carry two or three men in one of

thcfe carts : they are covered with filK or very fine cloth, and are ufed here as our

coaches arc in England. Hither is great rcfort of merchants from Terfia, and out of

India,
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and vei7 much merchandize of filk and cloth, and of precious ftones, both rubies,

diamonds, and pearls. The King is apparelled in a white cabie made like a fhirt,

tied with firings on the one fide, and a little cloth on his head, coloured oftentimes with

red or yellow. None come into his houl'e but his eunuchs who keep his women.
Here in Fatepore we flayed all three till the twenty-eighth of September 1585;

and then Mr. JohnNewberie took his journey toward the city of Lahore, determining

from thence to go to Perfia and then for Aleppo or Conftantinople, whither he
could get quickeft pafPage to ; and direfted me to go for Bengala and for Pegu, and
promifed me, if it pleated God, to meet me iu Bengala within two years with a fliip

out of England. 1 left William Leades, the jeweller, in the fervice of the King
Zelabdim Echebar in Fatepore, who entertained him very well, and gave him a houfe

and five flaves, a horfe, and every day fix S. S. in money.

I went from Agra to Siitagam in Beng^Ua, in the company of one hundred and
four fcorc boat«, laden with fait, opium, hinge, lead, carpets, and various other com-
modities, down the river Jemena. I'he chief merchants are Moors and Gentiles. In

thefe countries they have many ftrange ceremonies. The Bramens, which are their

priefls, come to the water, and have a firing about their necks made with great cere-

monies, and lade up water with both their hands, and turn the firing firfl with both

their hands within, and then one arm after the oti)cr out. Though it be never fo cold

they will wafli themfelves in cold water or in warm. Thefe Gentiles will cat no flefh,

nor kill any thing. 'ITiey live on rice, butter, milk, and fruits. They pray in the water

naked, and drefs their meat and cat it naked, and for their penance they lye flat upon
the earth, and rife up and turn themfelves about thirty or forty times, and ufe to heave

up their hands to the fun, and to kifs the earth, with their arms and legs flretched

out, and their right leg always before the left. Every time they lye down, they make
a fcore on the ground with their finger, to know when their ftint is finifhed. The
Bramens mark themfelves in the forehead, ears, and throat, with a kind of yellow gear

which they grind, and every morning they do it. They have fome old men who go
in the flreets with a box of yellow powder, and mark men on their heads and necks

as they meet them. And their wives come by ten, twenty, and thirty together, to the

water fide finging, and there wafh themfelves, and then ufe their ceremonies, and
mark themfelves in their foreheads and faces, and carry fome with them, and fo depart

finging. Their daughters are married at or before the age of ten years. The men
may have feven wives. They are a kind of crafty people, worfe than the Jews. When
they falute one another they heave up their hands to their heads and fay, " Ranic,

Rame."
From Agra I came to Prague, where the river Jemena cntereth into the mighty

river Ganges, and Jemena lofeth its name. Ganges cometh out of the north-wefl,

and runneth eafl into the gulf of Bengala. In thofc parts there arc many tigers, and

partridges and turtle-doves, and much other fowl. There are many beggars in thefe

countries who go naked, and the people make great account of them : they call theni

Schefche. Here I faw one who was a monfler among the refl. He would have nothing

upon him, his beard was very long, and with the hair of his head he covered his

privities. The nails of fome of his fingers were two inches long, for he would cut

nothing from him, neither would he fpeak. He was accompanied with eight or ten,

and they fpake for him. When any man fpoke to him, he would lay his hand upon

his breafl and bow himfelf, but would not fpeak. He would not fpeak to the King.

We went from Prague down the Ganges, which is here very broad. Here is great

(lore of fidi of fundry forts, and of wild fowl, as of fwans, gcefe, cranes, and many
-; G 2 other
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Other things. The country is very fruitful and populous. The men for the mo/l part

have their faces fliavcn, and their heads very long, except fonie which arc all fhaveni

fave the crown ; and fome of them are as though a man fliould fet a difli on their

heads, and fliavc them round all but the crown. In this river of Ganges are many
iflatids. Its water is very fweet and plcafant, and the country adjoining very fruitful.

From thence we went to Bannaras, which is a great town, and great (lore of cloth is

made there of cotton, and fliafhes for the Moors. In this place they are all Gentiles, and
the greatell idolators that ever I faw. To this town come the Gentiles out of far coun.

tries. Here along the water fide are very many fair houfes, and in all of them or for

the moft part they have their images ftanding, which are ill-favoured, made ot ftone and
wood ; fome like lions, leopards, and monkies, fome like men, and women, and pea.

cocks, and fome like the devil with four arms and four hands. They fit crofs-leggcd,

fome with one thing in their hands, and fome another, and by break of day and before

there are men and women who come out of the town and vafh themfelves in the Ganges.

And there are divers old men, w hich upon places of earth made for the purpofe, fit pray-

ing, and they give the people three or four ftraws, which they take and hold between their

fingers when they waih themfelves : and fome fit to mark theni in the foreheads, and

they have in a cloth a little rice, barley, or money, which when they have wafhcd

themfelves, they give to the old men who fit there prayhig Afterwards they go to

divers of their images, and give them of their facrifices. And when they give, the old

men fay certain prayers, and then all is holy. In divers places there ftandeth a kind of

image which in their language they call Ada : and they have divers great ftones carved,

whereon they pour water, and throw thereupon fome rice, wheat, barley, and'foiilc

other things. This Ada hath four hands with claws. Moreover they have a great place

made of ftone, like to a well with fteps to go down, wherein the water ftandeth very

foul and ftinketh j for the great quantity of llowers which they continually throw into

it, make it ftink. There are always many people in it : for they fay when they wafli

themfelves in it that their fins are forgiven them, bccaufe God, as they fay, waftied

himfelf in this place. They gather up the fand in the bottom of it, and fay it is holy.

They never pray but in the water, and they wafli themfelves overhead, and lade up

water with both their hands, and turn themfelves about, and then they drink a little of the

water three times, and fo go to their gods which ftand in thofe houfes. Some of them

will wafli a place which is their length, and then will pray upon the earth with their

arms and legs at length out, and will rife up ajid lie down, and kifs the ground twenty

or thirty times, but they will not ftir their right foot. And fome of them will make
their ceremonies with fifteen or fixteen pots, little and great, and ring a little bell when
they make their mixtures ten or twelve times: and they make a great circle of water round

about their pots and pray, and divers fit by them, and one who reacheth them their pots

:

and they fay divers things over th'eir pots many times, and when they have done they

go to their gods, and ftrew their facrifices, which they think are very holy, and mark
many of them w hich fit by in the foreheads, which they take as a great gift. There come
fifty and fometimes a hundred together to wafli in this well, and to offer to thefe idols

They have in fome of thefe houfes their idols ftanding, and one fitteth by them in warm
weather with a fan to blow wind upon them : and when they fee any company coming

they ring a little bell which hangeth by them, and many give alms, but efpecially tliole

who come out of the country. Many of them are black, and have claws of brafs with

long nails, and fome ride upon peacocks and other fowls, which are evil-favoured, with

long haiAks' bills, and fome like one thing and fome another, but none with a good face.

Among the reft there is on« which they make great account of : for they fay he givetli

thetn
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tfiem all things, both food and apparel, and one fitteth always by him with a fan to

piake wind towards him.

Here fome are burnt to afhes, fome fcorched in the fire and thrown into the water,

and dogs and foxes prefcntly eat them. The wives here burn with their hufbands when
they die ; if they will not their heads are (haven, and no account is made of them after-

wards. The people go all naked, fave a little cloth bound about their middle. Their
women have their necks, arms, and ears decked with rings of filver, copper, tin, and
with round hoops made of ivory, adorned with amber ftonesand with many agates, and
they are marked with a great fpot of red in their foreheads, and a ftroke of Ved up to

the crown, and fo it runneth three manner of ways. In the winter, which is our May,
the men wear quilted gowns of cotton like to our mattraffes, and quilted caps like to our
great grocers' mortars, with a flit to look out at, and fo tied down beneath their ears.

If a man or a woman be fick and like to die, they will lay him before their idols all

night, and that fliall help him or make an end of htm. And if he do mend that night,

his friends will come and fit with him a little and cry, and afterwards will carry him to

the water fide, and fet him upon a little raft made of reeds, and fo let him go down the

liver. When they are married the man and the woman come to the water fide, and
there is an old man which they call a Bramane, that is, a prieft, a cow and a calf, and
a cow with calf. Then the man and the woman, the cow and calf, and the old

man go into the water together, and they give the old man a cloth of four yards long,

and a balket crofs-bound with divers things in it : the cloth he layeth upon the back of

the cow, and then he taketh the cow by the end of the tail, and fayeth certain words :

and the hath a copper or brafs pot full of water, and the man doth hold his hand by
the old man's hand, and the wife's hand by her hufliand's, and all have the cow by the

tail, and they pour water out of the pot upon the cow's tail, and it runneth through all-

their hands, and they lade up water with their hands, and then the old man doth tie

him and her together by their clothes. Which done, they go round about the cow and
calf, and then they give fomewhat to the poor which are always there, and to the Bra-

mane, or prieft, they give one cow and calf, and afterwards go to divers of their idols

and offer money, and lye down fiat upon the ground, and kifs it divers times, and then

go their way. Their chief idols are black and ill-favoured, their mouths monftrous,

their ears gilded and full of jewels, their teeth and eyes of gold, filver, and glafs, fome
having one thing in their hands and fome another. You may not come into the houfes

where tney ftand with' your fhocs on. They have continually lamps burning before:

them.

From Bannaras I went to Patenaw down the river Ganges ; where in the way we
paffed many fair towns and a country very fruitful : and many very great rivers enter

into the Ganges, and fome of them as great as itfelf, which caufe it to be of a great

breadth, and fo broad that in the time of rain you cannot fee from one fide to the other.

Thefe Indians when they are fcorched and thrown into the water, the men fwim with

their faces downwards, the women with their faces upwards : I thought they tied fome-

thing to them to caufe them to do fo, but they fay no. There are very many thieves

in this country, which are like to the Arabians ; for they have no certain abode, but

are fometimes in one place and fomelimes in another. Here the women are fo decked

wiih filver and copper, that it is ftrange to fee : they ufe no Ihoes by reafon of the rings

of filver and copper wh'oh they wear on their toes. Here at Patanaw they find gold

in this manner : they dig deep pits in the earth, and wafh the earth in great bowls, and

therein they find the gold, and they make the pits round about with brick that the

earth fall not in. Patanaw is a very long and great town. In limes paft it was a.king-

dom^
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<.loin, but now It is under Zelabdim Echebar the great Mogor. The men are tall and
llcmlcr, and iiiivo in.my old folks among tlicm : the houfcs are fimplc, made of earth

;ind covcrod witii flraw; the ftreets are very large. In this town there is a trade (.{

fottnii, aiul cloths of cotton ; much fugar, which tiiey carry from hence to Bcngala and

India ; very nuich opimn and other commodities. He that is chief here under the Kiii"

is talic d I'lpju-rdas, and is of great account among the people. Here in I'atanaw I faw

a dillLmliling prophet who lat upon a horfc in the market place, and made as though he

llt'pt, and many of the people came and touched his feet with their hands, and then

killeil their liamls. They took him for a great man, but hue he was a lazy lubber.
|

Jcft him there llecping. The people of thefe countries are much given to fuch prating

and dill'iuibling hypocrites.

Froni Patanaw 1 went to Tanda, which is in the land of Gowren. It hath in times

part been a kingdom, but is now fubdued by Zelabdim Echebar. Great trade ami

trafilc is here of cotton and of cloth of cotton. The people go naked, with a little cloth

bound nbout their waift. It llandeth in the country of Bcngala. Here are many
tigers, wiltl bulValoes, and great (tore of wild fowl. They are very great idolaters.

Tanda ftaiideth from the river Ganges a league, becaufe in times pad the river flowing

over the banks in time of rain drowned the country and many villages, and fo they

remain. And the old way which the river Ganges was wont to run remaineth dry,

which is I he occafion that the city Itandeth lb far from the water. From Agia down
tiie river Jemena and down the river Ganges, I was five months coming to IJengala,

bur it may be failed in much fliorter time.

I went from Bcngala into the country of Couchc, which h"eth twenty-five days' jour-

ncy northwards from laiida. The King is a Gentile, his name is Suckel Counfc, his

country is great nnd lieth not far from Cauchin C'hina ; for they fay they have pepper
from thence. The port is called Cacchegate. All the country is fet with bamboo or

canes made fharp at both the ends, and driven into the earth, and they can let in the

water and drown the ground above knee deep, fo that men nor horfes can pafs. They
poifon all the waters if any wars be. Here they have nmch filk and mufk, and cloth

matic of cotton. The people have ears which be marvellous great, of a fpan long,

which they draw out in length by devices when they are young. Here they are all

Gentiles, and they will kill nothing. They have hofpitals for Iheop, goats, dogs, cats,

birds, and all other livhig creatures. When they be old and lame they keep them un-

til they die. it a man catch or buy any quick thing in other places, and bring it thither,

they w ill give him money for it, or other vichials, and keep it in their hofpitals, or let

it go. They will give meat to the ants. 1 heir fmall money is almonds, which often

times they uic to eat.

From thence I returned to llugeli, which is the place where the Portugals keep in

the country of Bcngala, which llandeth in 23 degrees of north latitude, and llandeth

a league from Satagan : they call it Ponto Piqueno. We went through the wilder-

nefs, becaufe the right way was full of thieves, where we paflTed the country of Gowren,
where we found but few villages, but alinoll all wilderncfs, and faw many buffaloes,

fwine, and det.r, grafs longer than a man, and very many tigers. Not far from Porto

Piqueno fouth-wcllward llandeth an haven which is called Angeli, in the country of

Orixa. It was a kingdom of iti'elf, and the King was a great friend to llrangers.

Afterwards it was taken by the King of Patan, which was their neighbour, but he did

not enjoy it long, but was taken by Zelabdim Echebar, which is King of Agra, Delli

and Cambaia. Orixa llandeth fix days' journey fouth-well from Satagan. In this place

is very much rice, luid cloth made of cotton, and great Aorc oi' cloth which is made
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ofprafs, which they call yerua ; it is like a filk. They make good cloth of It, which
they fend for India, and divers other places. To this haven of Angcli come every year
many fhips out of India, Negapatan, Sumatra, Malacca, and divers other pl:iccs ; and
l;ide from thence great (tore of rice, and much cloth of cotton wool, mucl. ar, and
long pepper, great ftoro t)f butter, and other vi(^hials for India. Satagam is u fair city

for a city of the Moor:;, and very plentiful of all things. Here, in Bcngala, they have
every day in one place or other, a great market, which they call Chandeau, and thoy

have many great boats which they call Pericofe, wherewith they go from place to place

and buy rice, and many other things ; thefe boats have four and twenty, or fix and
twenty oars to row them, they be of great burthen, but have no coverture. Here
the Gentiles have the water of Ganges in great eftimation, for having good water near
them, yet they will fetch the water of Ganges a great way off, and if they have not
fufficient to drink, they will fprinkle a little on them, and then thev think themfelves

well. From Satagam 1 travelled by the country of the King of Tippara, or Porto
Grande, with whom the Mogous or Mogen have alnioft continual wars. The Mogcri
which be of the kingdom of Ruon (Arracan) and Rame, be ftronger than the King
of Tippara, fo that Chategan or Porto Grande is oftentimes under the King of Ruon.
There is a country four days* journey from Couche before-mentioned which is called

Bottanter, and the city Bottia ; the King is called Dermain : the people whereof are

very tall and ftrong, and there are merchants which come out of China, and they fay

out of Mufcovia, or Tartaric. And they come to buy mulk, cambals, agats, filk, pep-

per, and faffron like the fafFron of Perfia. The country is very great, three months' jour-

ney. There are very high mountains in this country, and one of them fo lleep, that

when a man is fix days' journey off it he may fee it perfectly. Upon thefe mountains

are people which have ears of a fpan long : it their ears be not long they call themapes.

They fay that when they be upon the mountains, they fee fhips in the fca failing to and

fro ; but they know not from whence they come, nor whither they go. There are

merchants which come out of the eaft, they fay, from under the fun, which is from
China, which have no beards, and they fay it is there fomething warm. But thofe

which come from the other fide of the mountains, which is from the north, fay there

it is very cold. Thefe northern merchants are apparelled with woollen cloth and hats

white hofen clofe, and boots which be of Mufcovia, or Tartarie. They report that

in their country they have very good horfes, but they be little ; fome men have four,

five, or fix hundred horfes and kine : they live with milk and flcfh. They cut the

tails of their kine, and fell them very dear, for they be in great requeft, and much
cdeemed in thofe parts. The hair of them is a yard long : the rump is about a fpan

long : they ufe to hang them for bravery upon the heads of their elephants : they be

much ufed in Pegu and China. They buy and fell by fcores upon the ground. The
people be very fwift on foot.

From Chatigan in Bengala, I came to Bacola ; the King whereof is a Gentile, a

man very well difpofed, and dclighteth much to fhoot in a gun. His country is very

great and fruitful, and store of rice, and much cotton cloth, and cloth of lilk. The
houfes be very fair and high built, the Greets large, the people naked, except a little

cloth about their waid. The women wear great llore of filver hoops about their necks

and arms, and their legs are ringed wi:h filver and copper, and rings made of elephants'

teeth.

From Bacola I went to Serrcpore, which ftandeth upon the river of Ganges : the

King is called Choudery. They be ;ill hereabout rebels againlt the King Zelabdinx

Echebar : for here are fo many rivers and iflands that they flee from one to another,

whereby
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whereby his hoHeineii cannot prevail againfl llicni. Grcai (lore of cotton clotli is made

hero.

Sinnergan is a town fix leagues from Serraporc, where there Ls the befl and fined

cloth made of cotton that is in all India. The chit'f King of all thefe countrie is called

llacan, and he is chief t)f all the other Kings, and i.s a great friend to all Chriftians.

The houfes here as they be in mod part of India, are very little, and covered with

Ihaw, and. have a few mats roundabout the walls, and the door to keep out the tigers

and foxes. Many of the people are very rich. Here they will eat no llefli, nor kill

no bealt. They live of rice, milk, and fruits. They go with a little cloth before them,

and all the red of their body is naked. Great dore of cotton cloth goeth from hence,

and much rice, wherein they ferve all India, Ccilon, Pegu, Mallacca, Sumatra, and

many other places.

I went from Serrepore, the eight and twentieth day of November 1586, for Pegu,

in a fmall fliip or foill of one Albert Carravellos, and fo pafling down Ganges, and

pafiing by the ifliiiul of Sundiva, Porto Grande, or the country of Tippcra, the king-

dom of Recan and Mogen, leaving them on our left fide, with a fair wind at nortii-

wcd : our courfe was fouth by eall, which brought us to the bar of Negrais to Pegu.

If any contrary wind hail come, we had thrown many of our things overboard ; for

we were fo pcderrd with people and goods, that there were fcant place to lie in.

I'rom Bengala to Pegu is ninety leagues. We entered the bar of Negrais, which is a

brave bar, antl hath four fathoms water when it hath lead. Three days after wp came

to (^olmin, which is a very pretty town, and dandeth very pleafantly, very veil fur-

nidied with all things. I'he people be very tall and well difpofed, the women white,

round fact d with little eyes : the houfes are high built, fet upon very great high pods,

und they go up to them with long bdders for fear of the tigers which be very many.

The cmmtry is very full of all things ; here are very great figs, oranges, cocoas, and

other fruits. The land is very high that we fall withall ; but after wc entered tlie

bar, it is very low and full of rivers, for they go all to and fro in boats, which they

call paroes. and keep their houfes with wife and children in them.

From the bar of Nigrais to the city of Pegu is ten days' journey oy the rivers; wo
went from Cofmin to Pegu, in paroes or boats, and pafling up the rivers, we came to

J\Iedon, wliich is a pretty town, where there be a wonderful number of paroes, for

they keep their houfes and markets in them all upon the water. They row to and

fro, and have all their merchandizes in their boats with a great fombrero or (liadow

<n'er their heads to keep the fan from them, which is as broad as a great cart wheel,

made of the leaves of the cocoa trees and fig trees, and is very light.

From Medon we went to Dela, which is a very fair town, and hath a fair port into

the fea, from whence go many Ihips to Malacca, Mecca, and many other places. Hen'

are eighteen or twenty very great and long houfes, where they tame and keep'many ele-

phants of the King's; for thereabout in the wildcrncfs they catch the wild elephants.

It is a very fruitful country. From Dela we went to C'irion, which is a gooil town,

and hath a fair port into the fea, whither come many fliips from Mecca, Malacca, ami

Sumatra, and from divers other places. And there the (hips day and difcharge, and

fend up their goods in paroes to Pi-gu.

From Girion we went to Macao, which is a pretty town, where we left our boats,

and in the morning taking deiingeges, which are a kind of coaches made of cords and

cloth quilted, and carried upon a dang, between three or four men ; we came to Pec;u

the fame day. Pegu is a city very great, drong, and very fair, with walls of done, and

great ditches round about it. There are two towns, the old town and the new. In the

I •; old
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old town arc all the morchants ftrangcrs, and very manymcrchantsofthecd^ntry. AH
the gooiLs are fciKI in the old town, which is very great and hath many fuburbs round

iiboiit ir, and all the lioufcs are made i)t canes, whicli they call bambos, and be covered

\siili ilraw. In your lioul'e you have a warelinule which they call godon, which is

made oF brick, to put your goods in, for oticutimes they take fire and burn in an hour

four or five hundred houles : fo that if tlie godon were not, you (hould be in danger

to have all burned, if any wind fliould riff, in a trice. In the new town is the King^

and all his nobility and gentry, it is a city very great and populous, and is made fqaure,

nnd with fair walls, and a gnat ditcii round about it full of water, witli many crocodiles

ill it : it hath twenty gates, and they be made of ftone ; for every fquare five gates.

'I'here are alio many turrets lor centinels to watch, made of wood and gilded with gold

very fair. The (t recta are the laired that ever I law, as (Iraight as a line from one gate

to another, and fo broad that ten or twenty men may ride afront through them. On
both fides them at every man's door is fet a palm-tree, which is the nut-tree, which

makes a very fair (hew and a very commodious Ihadow, fo that a man may walk in the

Ihade ail day. The houfes be made of wood, and covered with tiles.

The King's houfe is in the middle of the city, and is walled and ditched round about,

and the buildings within are made of wood very fuiuptuoufly gilded, and great workman-

fhip is upon the forefront, which is likewife very collly gilded. And the houfe wherein

his pagode or idol llandeth is covered with tiles of filver, and all the walls arc gilded

with gold. Within the firfl gate of the King's houfe is a great large room, on both

fides whereof are houfes made lor the King's elephants, which be marvellous great and

fair, and are brought up to wars and in lervice of the King, and among the reft he hath

4"our white elephants, which are very ftrange and rare, for there is none other King

which hath them but he : if any other King hath one, he will fend unto him for it.

When any of thefe white elephants are brought unto the King, all the merchants in the

city are commanded to fee them, and to give him a prcfent of half a ducat, which doth

come to a great fum, for that there are many merchants in the city. After that you have

given your prefent you may come and fee them at your pleafure, although they ftand

in the King's houfe. This King in his title is called the " King of the white elephants."

If any other King hath one and will not fend it him, he will make war with him for it

:

for he had rather lofe a great part of his kingdom than not to conquer him. They do

very great fervice unto thefe white elephants : every one of them ftandeth in a houfe

gilded with gold, and they do feed in veifels of filver and gilt. One of them when he

cloth go to the river to be wafhed, as every day they do, goeth under a canopy of cloth

of gold or of filk, carried over him by fix or eight men, and eight or ten men go before

him playing on drums, fliawms, or other inftruments : and when he is wafhed and

Cometh out of the river, there is a gentleman which doth wafli his feet in a filver bafin ;

which is his office given him by the King. There is no fuch account made of any black

clcphaiit, be he never fo great ; and furely there be wonderful lair and great, and fome

be nine cubits in height ; and they do report that the King hath above five thoufand

elephants of war, befides many other which be not taught to fight.

This King hath a very large place wherein he taketh the wild elephants. It ftandeth

about a mile from Pegu, buildod with a fair court within, and is in a great grove or

wood : and there be many huntfmen who go into the wildernefs with flie elephants ; for

without the flie they are not to be taken, and they be taught for thatpurpole : and every

hunter hath five or fix of them. And they fay that they anoint the Ihe elephants with

a certain ointment, which when the wild elephant doth finell, he will not leave her.

When they have brought the wild elephant near unto the place, they fend word to the
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town, and many horfcmonaml fdotmon come out and rauft.' tho (ho t'lt-pliant focntor Into

a ftr,ii};ht w.iy which K-ails to tho paLicc, and the flic aiul lie dotli niiiain ; for it is liko

a wood, and when tlicy he in the f^atc dolh fluit. Afterward thoy pet out ihe fl'inali',

and wiicn tho male feeth that lie is left alone, he wcopeih and crieth, and nu>nefh agiiiuft

the walls, which be made of fucli llronyj tre;'s that fonieofthcni doth break their teeth

with running aj^aind them. They prick him with (harp canes, and caufe him to go
into a (Iraij^ht houfe, and there fhoy put a rope about his miiidlc and about his i{;i:t,

nnd let him (land iliore three or four liays without eatinj^ or drinkiiijr, and then tlu v

brinjT a fvinalo to him, with meat and drink, and within few days he becomcth tanir.

The chief force of the King is in thcle elephants ; and when ihcy ro hito the war,

tliey fet a frame of wood upon fheir backs, bound with great cords, wherein fit (bur oi

fix men, which fipht wiili guns, bows and arrows, darts, and other weapons. And ihi
y

fay that their (kins arc fo thick that a pellet of an arquibufs will fcarce pierce them,

except it b-' in fmne tender place. Their weapons be very bad : they have guns, but

fiioot very bailly in them ; darts and (words (liort, without points.

The King keepeth a very great (late : wh.-n he fitteth abroad, as he doth everyday

twice, all his noblemen, whifli they call Shcmines, fit on each fide, a good diftanceoll,

and a great guard without them. The court yard is very great. If any man will fpeak

with tile King, he is to kneel down, to keep up his hands to his head, and to put his

head to the gnnmd three times, when he entereth in the middle way, and when he

Cometh near to the King ; and then lie fitteth down, and talketh with the King. If the

King like well of it, he fitteth near him, within three or four paces ; if he think not

well of him, he fitteth further off. When he goeth to war, he goeth very (Irong. At

my being there he went to Odia, in the country of Siam, with three hundred thoufand

men, and five thoufand elephants. Thirty thoufand men were his guard. '1 he peopJL'

do cat roots, herbs, leaves, dogs, cats, rats, ferpents, and fnakes ; they refufe alinoft

nothing. A\Tien the King rideih abroad he ridelh with a great guard, and many
noblemen, oftentimes upon an elephant, with a Hne cadle upon him very fairly gilded

with gold, and fonu times upon a great frame like a horfe litter, which hath a little

houfe upon it covered ovrrheati, but open on the fides, which is all gilded with gold, aiul

let with many rubii s and faphires, whereof he hath infinite (lore in his country, and k

carried upon (ixteen or eighteen men's fhoulders. 'I'his coach, in their language, is

called ferrion. Very great feafling and triumphing is many times before the Kint;,

both of men and women. This King hath little force by fea, becaufe he hath but very

tew (hips.

Tie hath houfes full ff gold and filvcr, and bringeih in often, but fpendeth very

little, and hath the mines of rubies and faphires and Ipinelles. Near unto the palace

of the King, there is a treafurc wonderful rich ; the which btxraufe it is fo near, he

doth not account of it : and it flandeth open for all men to fee, in a great walled court

with two gates, which be always open. There are four houfes gilded very riclilv,

and covered with lead ; in every one of them are pagoiles or images of huge (lature and

great value. In the firif is the picture of a king in gold, with a crown of gold on liis

head, full of great rubies and faphires, and about him there (land four children of gold.

In the fecond houfe is the picture of a man in filver, wonderful great, as high as a

houfe ; his foot is as long as a man, and he is made fitting, with a crown on his head very

rich ivith (loncs. In the third houfe is the pidure of a man, greater than the other,

made of brafs, with a crown alio on his head very rich with ftones. In another court

not far from this, ftand four other pagodcs or idols, marvellous great, of copper, niatle

iixthc fume place where they dy ftand, lor they be lo great that they be not to be rv.
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jTiovod: tlicy fhiul in four houfos gilJod very fair, and are thetufi'lvcs gilded all over

lave their heads, and they Ihew like a bhick Morian. 'I'heir expencts in gilding of

their images are wontlerful. I'hc King hath one wife, and abjve three hundred con-

cubiitt''*) by which they fay he hath fourfcore or ioiufcore and tciichiKlren. He futeth

in jiidgnient ahnoll every d.iy. They ule no fpeccli, hut give up their fupplicationa

written in the leaves of a tree with the point of an iron bigger than a bodkin ; thefe

Icavea are an ell long, and about two inches broad ; they are alfo double. He which

irivetli in his fupplication do \\ ftand in a place a little dillunce otV, with a prefent. If his

matter be likeilof, the Kiiij, accepteth of his prefent, and grant(!tli his reijued : if his

luit be not liked of, he rcturneih with his ])refent, for the King will not take it.

In India tlicre are few conmiodities which ferve for Pegu, exempt opium of Cambaia,

paiiile'd clotii of Saint Tliomc or of Malulipatan, and white cloth of IJengala, which

is I'pent there in great quantity. 1 hey bring thither alfo much cotton, yarn red coloured

with a root which they call liiia, which will nevir lofe its colour : it is very well fold

lu'ie, at\d very much of it cometh yearly to Pegu. By your money you lole much.^

The (hips which come from Bengala, Saint Thome, and Malulipatan, come to the bar of

Migrais, and to Clofmin. To Nlartavan, a port of the fea in the kingdom of Pegu,

coine many fhips from Malacca laden with fandal, porcelains, and other wares of China,

ami with camphora of Horiieo, and pepper from Achiii in Sumatra. To C'irion, a port

of Pegu, come (hips from Mecca with woollen cloth, fcarlets, velvets, opium, and fuch

like. J here are in Pegu eight brokers, whom they call Tareghe, which are bound to

lill vour goods at the price which they be worth, and you give them for their labour

two in the hundred, and they be bounil to make your debt good, becaule you fell your

iiKTcliandizes upon their word. If the broker pay you not at his day, you may take

him home, and kcej) him in your houfe ; w hich is a great fliame lor him. And if he

pay you not jirefeiuly, you nray take his wife and children, and his Haves, and bind

ihem at your door, and let them in the fun ; for this is the law of the country. Their

current money in thcfe parts is a kind of brafs which they call ganza, wherewith you

may buy gof-l, filver, rubies, mu(k, and all other things. The gold and (ilver is mer-

(iiaiidize, ami is worth fometimes more, fometimes lefs, as other w ares be. This brazen

inomy doth go by a weight which they call a biza ; and commonly this biza, after our

account, is worth about half-a-crown or Ibmewhat lefs. The lucrchandize which be

in Pegu, are gold, filver, rubies, faphires, fpinells, muik, benjamin or frankinccnfe,long

pepper, tin, lead, copper, lacker whereof they make hard wax, rice and wine made of

lice, and fome fugar.

The elephants do eat the fugar canes, or clfc they woidd make very much. And
ihcv con(ume many canes likewife in making of their v-arellaes or idol temples, which

arc in great number, both great and fmall. They be made round like a fugar loaf,

lome are as high as a church, very broad beneath, fome a quarter of a mile in compafs :

witliiii they be all earth done about with (tone. Th?y confume in thefe varellaes great

(liumtity of gold : for that they be all gilded aloft ; and many of them from the top to

the bottom ; and every ten or twelve years they nuift be new gilded, becaufe the rain

fonlumeth olV the golil ; for they (tand open abroad. If they did not confume their

j,;(iki in thcfe vanities, it would be very plentiful, and good and cheap in Pegu. About
two days' journey from Pegu there is a varellc or pagode, which is the pilgrimage ol the

IVgiKvs : it is called Dogonne, and is of a wonderful bignel's, and all gilded from the

foot to the top. And there is an houfe by it, wherein the tallipoies, which are their

; ridts, do preach. This ho\il'e is fdiy-hve paces in length, and hath three pawnes or

; H 2 walk*
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walks in it, and forty j?;rcat pillars, gilded, which (land between the walks ; and it is

open on all fides, with a number of fniall pillars, which be likcwife gilded. It is gilded

with gold within and without. There are houles very fair round about for the jjilgrinis

to lie in, and many ,i;ooilly houles lor the tallipoies to preach in, which are full of images

both of men and A.oiaen, which are all gilded over with gold. It is the fairell place

as 1 fuppofe, that is in the world : it ftandeth very high, and there are four ways to

it, which all along are fet with trees of fruits, i" fuch wife that a man may go in the

fliadc about two miles in length. And when their feall ilay is, a man can hardly pais

bv water or by land for the great prei's of people : for they come from all places of thu

kingdom of Pegu thither at their feait.

In Pegu they have many tallipoies qr pricfls, which preach againft all abufes. Many
men iofirt unto tiiem. When they enter into there kiack, that is to fay, their holy

place or temple, at the door there is a great jar of water with a cock or ladle in it, and

there thev vafh their feet, and then they enter in, and lift up their hands to their

heads, firil to their preacher, and then to the fun, and fo fit down. The tallipoies go

very ilrangely apparelled, with one gamboline, or thin cloth next to their body, ot a

brown colour, another of yellow, doubled many times upon their fhoulder : and thole

two be girded to them with a broad girdle, and they have a fkin of leather hanging on

a firing about their necks, whereupon they fit bareheaded and barefooted, for none of

them wcareth Ihoes ; with their right arms bare, and a great broad fombrero or fhadow

in their hands, to defend them in the fummcr from the fun, and in the winter from

the rain. When the tallipoies or priefts take their orders, firil they go to fchool until

they be twenty years old or more, and then they come before a tallipoie, appointed for

that purpofe, whom they call Rowli : he is of the chiefefl and mod learned, and he

oppofeth them, and afterward cxamineth them many times, whether they will leave

their friends and the company of all women, and take upon them the habit of a taili-

poie. If any be content, then he rideth upon a horfe about the flreets, very richly ap-

parelled, with drums and pipes, to fliew that he leaveth the riclies of the world to

be a tallipoie. In a few days after he is carried upon a thing like a horfe-litter, which

they call a ferion, upon ten or twelve men's fhoulders, in the apparel of a tallipoie, with

pipes and drums, and many tallipoies with him and all his friends, and fo they go with

him to his houfe, which Handeth upon the town, and there they leave him. Everyone

of them hath his houfe, which is very little, fet upon fix or eight polls, and they go m
to thorn w ith a ladder of twelve or fourteen flavcs. Their houfes be lor the molt part

by the highway's fide, and among the trees, and in the woods. And they go with a

groat pot maile of wood or fine earth, and covered, tied with a broad girdle upon tlaii-

Ihoidder, which cometh under their arm, wherewith they go to beg their victuals which

they eat, which is rice, fifli, and herbs. They demand nothing, but come to the door,

and the people preA-ntly do give them, fome one thing and foine another; and thty

put all togetlier in their pot; for they fay, they mull eat of their alms, iuid thereuiih

< (mtent thcmfelves. Thoy keep their feafls by the moon, and when it is new 11100:1

they keep their greatell fcad, and then the people fend rice and other things to thr.i

kiack or church of which they bi-. And there all the tallipoies do meet which he of tlr.i

church, and eat the vichials which are fent thenj. When the tallipoies do preach,

many of the people carry them gifts into the pulpit where they fit and preach : aiiJ

there is one which fittcth by them to take that which the people bring. It is divided

among them. They have none other ceremonies nor fcrvicc that I could fee, but only

preacliing.

14 I won'.
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I went from Pegu to lamakey, which is in the counti-y of the Langeianncs, whom
we call Tangomes : it is five anil twenty days' journey north-cad from Pegu. In which
journey I palled many fruitful and pleafant countries. The country is very low, and
hath many fair rivers. The houles are very bad, made of canes and covered with

llraw. Here are many wild buil'es and elephants. Tamakey is a very fair and great

town, with fair houfcs of (lone, well peopled, the llrects are very large, the' men
very well fet and ftrong, with a cloth about them, bare headed and bare footed : foi-

in all thefe countries they wear no fhoes. The women be nuich fairer than thofe of
Pegu. Here in all thefe countriiis they have no wheat. They make fome cakes of
rice. Hither to Tamakey come many merchants out of China, and bring great ftore

of mufk, gold, filver, and many other things of China work. Here is great ftore of
viduals ; they have fuch plenty, that they will not milk the buffes, as they do in all other

places. Here is great ftore of copper and bcnjainiu. In thefe countries when the

people be fick they make a vow to ofter meat uaio the devil, if they efcape : and
when they be recovered they make a banquet with many pipes and drums and other

inftruments, and dancing all the night, and their friends come and bring gifts, cocoes,

figs, arrecaes, and other fruits, and with great dancing and rejoicing they ofter to the

devil, and fay, they give the devil to eat, and drive him out. When they be dancing

and playing they will cry and hollow very loud : and in this fort they fay they drive

him away. And when they be fick a tallipoie or two every night doth fit by them
and fing, to pleafe the devil that he ftiould not hurt them. 7\.nd if any die he is car-

ried upon a great frame made like a tower, with a covering all gilded with gold made
of canes, carried with fourteen or fixteen men, with drums and pipes and other

inftruments playing before him to a place out of the town, and there is burned. He-
is accompanied with all his friends and neighbours, all men : and they give to the

taliipoies or priefts many mats and cloth : and then they return to the houfe, and there

make a feaft for two days : and then the wile with all the neighbours' wives and her

friends, go to the place where he was burned, and then they fit a certain time and

cry, and gather the piecesof bones which be left unburned, and bury them, ai^d then

return to their houfes and make an end of all mourning. And the men and women,

which be near of kin do fliave their heads, which they do not ufo except it be for the

death of a friend ; for they much efteem of their hair.

Caplan is the place where they find the rubies, faphires, and the fpinelles : it ftandeth

fix days' journey from Ava in the kingdom of Pegu. There are many great high

hills out of which they dig them. None may go to the pits but only thofe which

dig them.

In Pegu, and all the countries of Ava, Langeiannes, Siam, and the Bramas, the

men wear bunches or little round balls in the privy members ; fome of them wear

two and fome three. 'I'hey cut the ikin and fo put them on one into one fide, and

another into tlie other fide : which they do when they be live and twenty or thirty-

years old, and at their pleafure they take one or more of them out as they think

good. \VlK'n they be married the hufl)and is for every child that his wife hath, to

put in one vuuil he come to three, and then no more : for they fay the women do

defire them. 'I'hey were invented becaufe they ihould not abui'e the male fex : for

in times pall all thofe countries were fo given to that villainy, that they were very

fcarce of people. It was alio ordained that the women Ihould not have paft three

cubits of cloth in their nether clothes, which they bind about them, which are fo ftraight

that when they go in the ftreets, they fliew one fide of the leg bare above the kncj.

The bunches aforefaid be of divers forts j the lealt bo as big as a little walnut, and

vc ry

m-^

' :^ :

(

t
" V
n\

:i-^?



425 flTCH's VOYAGE TO 0RMU8 AND THE EAST IKDirS.

111.

lli

i-M y

'».

!'•:

y

very round ; the grcatcfl arc as big as a little hen's egg. Some are of brafs and foine

of fdvcr ; but thofe of filver be for the King and his noblemen. Thefe are gilded ami

made with groat cunning, and ring like a little bell. There are lomc madcof U\icl,

which they call felwy, bocaufe they ring but little : and thefe be of Icfler price for the

poorer fort. The King fometiines taketh his out, and giveth them to his noblemen as

a great gift: and bocaufe he hath ufed them, they efteem them greatly. They will

put one in, and heal up the place in foven or eight days.

The Bramas which be of the King's country (for the King is a Brama), have their

logs or bellies, or fome part of their body, as they think good themfelvcs, made
black with certain things which they have ; they ufe to prick the fkin, and put on it a

kind of anile or blacking, which doth continue always. And this is counted an honour

among them ; but none may have it but the Bramas which arc of the King's kindred.

Thefe people wear no beards : they pull out the hair on their faces with little pincers

made for that purpofe. Some of them will let fixtecn or twenty hairs grow together,

i'oiiio in one place of his face and fome in another, and pulletli out all the reft : for he

carrieth his pincers always with him to pull the hairs out as foon as they appear. II

they fee a man with a beaid they wonder at him. They have their teeth blacked, both

men and women ; for they fay a dog hath his teeth white, therefore they will black

theirs.

The Pogucs, if they have a fuit in the law which is fo doubtful that they cannot well de-

termine it, put two long canes into the water where it is ver)'deep, and both the parties

go into the water by the poles, and there fit men to judge, and they both do dive under

the water, and he which remaineth longed: under the water doth win the fuit.

The I oth of January 1 went from Pegu to Malacca, pafling by many of the ports of

Pegu, as Martavan, the ifland of 'I'avi, from whence cometh great (tore of tin which

fcrvoth all India, the illands of Tenaferi, Tunfalaon, and many others; and fo came to

Malacca the Sih of Tebruary, where the Portugals have a caflle which ftandeth near

the fea. And the country fall without the town belongeth to the Malayos, which is a

kind of proud people. They go naked, with a cloth about their middle, and a little

riiM of cloth about their heads. Hither come many fliips from China, and from the

Malueos, Bamia, Timor, and many other iflands f)f the Javas, which bring great llore

of fpices and drugs, and diamonds and other jewels. The voyages into many of thefe

iflands belong unto the captain of Malacca : fo that none may go thither without his

h'conce, which yield him great fums oi money cvi-ry year. The Portugals here havo

oftentimes wars with the King of Achem, which llandeth in the iiland of Sumatra:

from whonce cometh grt'at llore of pep])er and other fpices every year to Pegu and

Mecca, within the Rod Sea, and other places.

When the Portugals go from Macao in China to Japan, they carry much white fdk,

gold, mufk, and porcelanos ; and ihey bring from thoiice nothing but filver. They
have a great barrack which goeth thithor every )oar, and fho bringoth from thence every

year about fix hundred thoulaiid crul.iuoos. And all this fdvor of Japan, and two hun-

dred thoufand crufadoes more in filver which they bring yearly out of India, they em-

ploy to their great advantage in China : ai.d they hrin;.; Ironi thence gold, mulk, fiver,

copper, p<irc(!anc-. arul many other things very toltly and gikii d. When the Portugals

comet(> Canton, in t'hina, to traliie, they mult remain there but certain days ; and when
fhoy come in at the gate of the city, thiy nuid enter tluir iianics in a book, and when
they go ovit :u night they mull [uit out lluir names. 'Jhiy may not lie; in the town all

night, but mull, lio in ihtir boats without the town. And their days being expired, if

aiiv man remain there, tliey are ill uled and impriloned. A man may keep as many
b concubines
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concubines as he will, but one wife ouiy. All the Chineans, Japanians,.and Cauchia
C'hincans do write rijjht downwards, and they do write with a fine pencil made of dog's

or cat's hair.

Laban is an ifland among the Javas from whence come tlie diamonds of the new
water. And they find them in the rivers : for the King will not fulTer them to dig

the rock. Tamba is an ifland among the Javas alfo, from whence come diamonds.

And the King h;ith a mafs of earth which is gold ; it growcth in the middle of a river,

and when the King doth lack gold, thc7 cut part of the earth and melt it, whereof
cometh gold. This inifs of earth doth appear but once in a year : which is when
the water is low : and this is in the month of April.

IJima is another ifland among the Javas ; where the women travel and labour as

our men do in F-ngland, and the men keep houfe and go where they will.

The agth of March 1588, I returned ' un Malacca to Martavan, and fo to Pegu,
vhere I remained the fecond time until the r7th of September, and then I went to

Cofmin, and there took fliipping, and palling many dangers by reafon of contrary

winds, it pleafed God that we arrived in Ikngala in November following ; where I

Itayed for want of paflage until the 3d of February 1589, and then I fliipped myfelf

for Cochin. In which voyage we endured great extremity for lack of frefh water ;

for the weather was extremely hot, and we were nrany men Iiants and paflfengers, and
we had very many calms and hot weather. Yet it pleafed God that we arrived in

Ceylon the 6th of March, where wc ftaid five days to water and to furnifli ourfelves

with other neccflary provifion. This Ceylon is a brave ifland, very fruitful and fair,

but by reafon of continual wars with the King thereof, all things are very dear ; for he

will not fufler any thing to be brought to the caflile where the Portugals be : where-

fore oftentimes they have great want of viftuals. Their provifion of viduals cometh

out of Bengala every year. The King is called Raja, and is of great force, for he

cometh to Columbo, which is the place where the Portugals have their fort, with a

hundred thoufand men, and many elephants. But they be naked people all of them :

yet many of them be good with their pieces, which be mufl<ets. When the King

talketh with any man, he ftandeth upon one leg, and fcttcth the other foot upon his

knee, with his fword in his hand : it is not their order for the King to fit, but to Hand.

His apparel is a fine painted cloth made of cotton-wool, about his middle ; his hair is

long and bound up with a little fine cloth about his head : all the reft of his body is

naked. His guard are a thoufand men, which ftand round about him, and he in the

middle ; and when he marcheth many of them go before him, and the reft come after

him. They are of the race of the Chingalayes, which they fay are the beft kind of all

the Malabars. Their ears are very large; for the greater they are, the more honour-

able they are accounted. Some of them are a fpan long. The wood which they burn

is cinnamon wood, and it finelleth very fweet. 'I'here is great ftore of rubies, Japliires,

and fpinelles in this ifland : the beft kind of all be here : but the King will not fuffer the

inhabitants to dig for them, left his enemies fliould know of them, and make wars

againft him, and fo drive him out of his country for them. They have no horfes in

all the country. The elephants be not fo great as thufe of Pegu, which be monftrous

huge : but they fay all other elephants do fear them, and none dare fight with them,

though they be very fmall. Their women have a cloth bound about them from their

middle to their knee, and all the reft is bare. All of them be black and but little, both

men and women. Their houles be very little, made of the branches of the palmer or

coco-trcc, and covered with the leaves of the Himc tree.

The
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Ihc I ith of March we failed from Ceylon, and fo doubled the cape of Cormoii.

Not far from thence, between Ceylon and the main land of Negapatan, tliey filli for

j)e;uls. And there is fifhed every year very much ; which do ferve all India, Cam-
buivi and Bengala ; it is not fo orient as the pearl of Bahariin in the j^ulph of Perfi.i.

iM-om Cape Cormori we pafl'ed by Coulam, which is a fort of the Portugal, IVoni

whence cometh great ftoreof pepper, which comelh for Portugal : for oftentimes there

ladeth one of the caracks of Portugal. Thus palling the coafl: we arrived in Cochin

the 2 2d of March, where we found the weather warm, but fcarcity of victuals ; fc.r

fiere groweth neither com nor rice : and the greatefl part cometh from IJengahi.

'I'hey have here very bad water, for the river is farolT. 'I'his bad water caufeth m;iny

of the people to be like lepers, and many of them have their legs fwollen as big a;; a

man in the waift, and many of them are fcant able to go. Thefe people here be Mali-

bars, and of the race of the Naires of Calicut, and they differ much from the otiu r

Malabars. Thefe have their heads very full of hair, and bound up with a itring : aiu]

there doth appear a bufli without the band wherewith it is bound. The men be tall

aitd ftrong, and good archers with a long bow and a long arrow, which is their bcii:

weapon
;

yet their be fome calivers an\ong them, but they handle them badly.

Here groweth the pepper, and it fpringeth up by a tree or a pole, and is like our

ivy berry, but fomething longer like the wheat-car : and at the firll the bunches arc

green, and as they wax ripe they cut them off and dry them. The leaf is much lefs

than the ivy-leaf, and thinner. All the inhabitants here have very little houfes, covered

with the leaves of the coco-trees. The men be of a reafonable ftaturc, the women
little; all black, with a cloth bound about their middle hanging down to their bans:

all the reft of their bodies be naked : they have horrible great ears, with many rintrs

fet with pearls and ftones in them. The King goeth incached, as they do all : he doth

not remain in a placi above five or fix days: he hath many houfes, but they be but little

:

his guard is but fmall ; he removeth from one houfe to another according to their

order. All the pepper of Calicut and coarfe cinnamon groweth here in this country.

The bed cinnamon doth come from Ceylon, and is peeled from fine young trees. Here

are very many palmer or coco-trees, which is their chief food, for it is their meat and

drink : and yieldeth many other ncceffary thuigs, as 1 have declared before.

The Naires which be under the King or Samorin, which be Malabars, have always

wars with the Portugal?. The King hath always peace with them : but his people go

to the fea to rob and ftcal. Their chief captain is called Cogi AlH ; he hath three

cafiles under him. When the Portugals complain to the King, he faith he doth not

fend them out : but he confenteth that they go. 'I'hey range all the coafl; from Ceylon

to Goa, and go by four or five prows or boats together, and have in every one of them

iifty or threefcore men, and board prefently. 'I'hey do much harm on that coaff, and

take every year many foifls and boats of the Portugals. Many of thefe people Iw

Moors. This King's country beginneth twelve leagues from Cochin, and reachcth

near unto Goa. I remained in Cochin until the 2d of November, which was eight

months : for that there was no paffage that went away in all that time : if I had come

two days fooner I had found a pailage preiently. Krom Cochin I went to Goa, where

I remained three days. From ('ochin to Goa is a hundred leagues. From Goa I went

to Chaul, which is threefcore leagues, where I remained three-and-twenty days : and

there making my provifion of things necelfary for the Ihip, from thence I departed to

Ormus, where 1 flayed for a pailage to Ualfora fifty days. l'"rom Goa to Ornuis is

iour huadi-ed leagues.

Here

m
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Here I thought good, before I make an end of this my book, to delare fome things

which India and the country farther eaftward do bring forth.

The pepper groweth in many parts of India, efpecially about Cochin, and much of

it doth grow in the fields among the buflies without any labour, and when it is ripe

they go and gather it. The fhrub is like unto our ivy-tree : and if it did not run about

fome tree or pole, it would fall down and rot. When they firft gather it, it is green ;

and then they lay it in the fun and it becometh black.

The ginger groweth like unto our garlic, and the root is the ginger : it is to be
found in many parts of India.

The cloves do come from the ifles of the Moluccoes, which be divers iflands : their

tree is like to our bay-tree.

The nutmegs and mace grow together, and come from the ifles of Banda j the tree

Is like our walnut-tree, but fomewhat lefs.

The white fandoll is wood very fweet, and in great requeft among the Indians : for
"

they grind it with a little water, and anoint their bodies therewith : it cometh from the

ifle of Timur.
Camphora is a precious thing among the Indians, and is fold dearer than gold. I

think none of it cometh for Chriftendom. That which is compounded cometh from
China, but that which groweth in canes and is the beft, cometh from the great ifle

of Borneo.

Lignum aloes cometh from Cauchin China*

The benjamin cometh out of the countries of Siam and Jangomes.

The long pepper groweth in Bengala, in Pegu, and in the iflands of the Javas.

The muflv comoth out of Tartaric, and is made after this order, by the report of the

merchants who bring it to Pegu to fell. In Tartarie there is a little beafl: like unto a

young roe, which they take in fnares, and beat him to death with the blood : after that

they cut out the bones, and beat the flelh with the blood very fmall, and fill the Ikin

with it, and hereof cometh the mufli.

Of the amber they hold divers opinions : but mod men fay it coiaeth out of the fea,

and that they find it upon the (hore's fide.

The rubies, faphiros and fpinelles are found in Pegu. The diamonds are found in

divers places, as in Bilnagar, in Agra, in Delli, and in the iflands of the Javas.

The bell pearls come from the ifland of Baharim in the Perfian fea, and the worfer

from the Pifcaria, near the ifle of Ceylon, and fromAyiiun, a great iiland on the

fouthermoll; coafl: of China.

Spodium, and many other kinds of drugs, come from Car 'aia.

Now to return to my voyage : from Ormus I went to BalK ;i, or Bafora, -and from
Bafora to Babilon ; and we pafled the mofl; part of the way by i.t- Itrength of men, by
liauling the boat up the river with a long cord. From Babilon 1 came by land to

iMoful which flandfth near to Nineve, which is all ruinated and dcftroyed : it ftandeth

tafl: by the river of Tigris. From Moful I went to Merdin, which is in the country of the

Armenians : but now there dwell in that place a people which they call Cordies, or

Curdi. From Merdin I went to Orfa, which is a very lair tow n, and it hath a goodly

fountain full of Hlh : where the Moors hold many preat ceremonies and opinions con-

cerning Abraham ; for they fay he did once dwell there. From thence I went to Bir,

and lb paflTed the river Euphrates. From Bir I went to Aleppo, where I Itayed certain

months for company, and then I went to Tripolis
i

where tlnding Englifli fliipping, I

came with a prolperous voyage to London, where by God's atliltance I I'aiely arrived

tlie 29th of April 1591, having been eight years cut of my native country.
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EMBASSr TO AVA;

.'SENT BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA IN THE VEAR 179;.

BT MICHAEL STMES, ESQ.

LISUTEHANT COLONEL IN HIS MAJESTV's 76TH RIQIMCMT *.

ing in

?*

CHAP. l.—Con/ent to go to Peguc before the Return of Mr.lVood. -—'Sufpicms of

the Birmans awakened by dcftgning Perfons.— Hofpitablc Reception experienced by

foreign Merchants at Rangoon.— Characters of Men in Office :—Arts ufcd to counter-

act the Enghfl) Deputation.— Mr. Wood departs from Rangoon : — Politencfs of the

Rayzjoon.— Embark for Pegue :— brifig-to during the Ebb of Tide :— appearance

of the Country : —fnd the Remains cf two Deer, half devoured by Tigers. — Ricb

Soil :— Country dc/litute of Population, and infcjlcd by wild Bcafls.

AT the earned folicitation of Baba-Sheen, 1 confented to embark for Pegue on the

31ft of March, and not wait the return of Mr. Wood, as I had at firlt intended,

The annual fertival at the great temple of Pegue was about to be celebrated with fump.

tuous magnificence ; and the Viceroy had expreffed a particular defire that theEngliih

gentlemen fliould witnefs the rejoicings. 1 told Baba-Sheen that I would relinquifh niv

original derminaiion on this point, as a mark of my conrtdencc in him, and perfcd

conviction of the friendly inclinations of the Viceroy.

Previous to this amicable termination of a dilagrecment which at firll bore an inau-

"fpicious appearance, I had conjeftured what were the real motives of their diftruft, and

my conclufions afterwards proved to be rightly founded. Pride, the natural charac-

teriftic of tiie Birmans, was inflamed by the arts of defigning men, and fufpicion was

awakened by niifreprefentation. The Birmans, fenfible of the advantages of coin-

nierce, but inexpert in the pradice, defirous to improve, but unacquainted with the

principles of trade, had of late years given toleration to all fefts, and invited ftrangers

of everv nation to refort to their ports ; and being tliemfelves free from thofe preju-

dices of cad, which fiiackle their Indian neighbours, they permitted foreigners to inttr-

marr)' and fettle amongft them. But their country had been fo much haralfed by

wars with neighbouring nations, and torn by revolts and domeftic diflenfions, that trade

was frequently interrupted, and fome<imes entirely Hopped
;

property was rendered

infecure, and even the perfcnal lafety ck fettlers endangered. During the (hort inter-

vals of tranq\iillity, obfcure adventurers, and outcads from all countries of the eaft, had

flocked to Rangoon, where they were received with hofpitality by a liberal nation

:

among thefe the induftrious few foon acquired wealth by mc-ans of their fuperior know-
ledge. '1 h< Parfees, the Armenians, and a fmall proportion of Muflulmen, engroiTcd

the largefl fhare of the trade of Rangoon ; and individuals, from their number, were

frequently felei5led by government to fdl einplovments of tru(t that related to trade and

itnuifactions with foreigners, the duties of which the Birmans fuppofed that fuch pcr-

Loiidun, i8co. Sum? cliu])tcrs arc omitted, and the utLtrs prcfciited in fucccllive order.

fons
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fons could perform better than themlclves. B:ibii-Sheen» bom in the Binnan countryi^

of Armenian parents, had obtained the high ortice he held by his fkill in bufmcls and

his general knowledge. The defcendant ot a Portugurfe family, named Jaunfee, whofe

origin was very low, and who in the early part of his life had been accufed as accelTary

to the piratical fci^sure of an Englifh veiVel, was invcllcd with the important office of

ihawbunder, or intendant of the port, and receiver of the port cufloms. This man
appeared to perform the duties of his Ration wiih diligence. The town of Rangoon
M/diS indebted to his adivity for the pavement of its Ifreets, for feveral well-built wooden
bridges, and a wharf, which, extending into the river, and raifed on pods, enabled the

lliips to deliver and receive cargoes without the afliftance of river craft : under his direc-

tion alfo, a fpacious cuftom-houfe had lately been erefted. This is the only lay build-

ing in Rangoon, that is not conftru^ed of wood ; it is compofed of brick and mortar,

and the roof covered with tiles ; within, there are a number of wooden (tages for the

reception of bale goods. Notwithftanding the refpctt which the energy of Jaunfee's

character had obtained, the Birmans were by no means infenfible of the meannefs of

his extraftion : his want of education was a matter of derifion among them : although

an inhabitant of the Birman cov try near forty years, and a great part of the time an

officer of government, he could neither read nor write, and even fpoke their language

iinperfeftly. We were unfortunate in his happening to be at Ava at the time of our

arrival, whither he had gone to render up his annual accounts : had he been on the

fpot, it is probable he would have obviated feveral of the inconvenient circumftances

attending our firft introdudion.

The character of Baba-Sheen was ftrikingly contrafled with that of the fliawbunder :

he was a man of general knowledge, and deemed by the Birmans an accomplilhed-

fcholar ; he was better acquainted with the hiilory, politics, and geography of Europe,

than any Afiatic I ever converfcd with : his learning was univerlal, being flightly verfed

in almolf every fcience ; but his information, extenfive as it was, although it gained

him employment, could not procure him confidence : he was faid to be deficient in

other eflential requifites.

Several private merchants had alfo acquired influence in Rangoon. Bawangee, a

Parfee of confiderable credit, had interefl to procure a partial mitigation of duties on

his merchandize, in confideration of fupplying annually a certain number of firelocks

for the royal arfcnal. Jacob Aguizar, an Armenian, to whom I had letters of credit,

dealt largely in foreign commodities. Thefe people naturally behold with a jealous

eye, any advance of a commercial nature, that may tend to diminifli their influence, and

deprive them of that didtatorial power, which they alTume and exercife over all mer-

chants and mariners hat refort to Rangoon : but of none aie they fo apprehenfive as

of the Englifh ; a connexion with whom might teach the Birmans to tranfad foreign

bufincfs without their afliftance, and give them a more adequate fenfe of their own
intcrefts. Under thefe fears they had long been dlffeminating the feeds of fufpicion,

and warning the Birnv.ins to be on their guard againft Britilh fraud, as well as Britifh

force ; but no fooner did they hear of the prefent deputation, than the alarm-bell was

founded from -.11 quarters. They reprefented (as I was credibly informed) our defigns

to be of the moft mifchievous tendency ; and even endeavoured to work on the fuper-

flition of the people, by the folemn promulgation of a prophecy, that in lefs than twelve

months the Englifh colours would fly on the Rangoon flag-flatf. Thefe artifices,

were not now praQifed for the firif time, although they could not deceive the

Birmans, it is probable were not altogether void of effect ; nor is it to be wond^ red

at, that our reception, though refpedtul from the deputation that came down to meet

312 us.
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US, was not perfectly cordial. There Is alfo reafon to conclude, that the provincial

officers of Rangoon knew not in what manner they ought to ai^, not having received pre*

cife inflruftions for the regulation of their comlud toward us in matters of ceremony.

(.'onformably to our recent arrangement, Mr. Wood left us on the preceding niglir^

and, accompanied by Buba-Sheen, let out for Pcgue in a commodious boat, well pro-

tected from the weather. This day the captains of the principal Ihips in the river dined

with me on (liore. The Raywoon, knowing that I was to have company, font a whole

antelope, with Indian vi-getables in abundance ; and acquainted me, that boats would

be in readinefs for us on the following day at noon, as I had promifed to leave Ran.
goon by the evening's tide.

The morning of the following day was fpent in preparation for our journey to

Pegue. Having now come to a right underltanding with psrfons in power, 1 did

not fcruple to fend on flaore part of my heavy baggage, which was depofited in the

houfe, under charge of three foldiers, and fome fervants, whom we were obliged to

leave behind on account of indifpofition. The prefents for His Majedy were not taken

out of the fliip, as many of tlu articles were of a brittle nature, and liable to injury

from removal. I likewife drew up a Ihort letter of inftrudions for Captain Thomas,

leaving him in moft cafes a latitude to ad from the dictates of his own difcretion, on

which I knew I might with fafety rely ; at the fame time I pointed out the propriety of

ufing every means to conciliate the inhabitants, and cautioned him to reprefs, in his

European crew, that thoughtlefs intemperance which is the charafteriftic of Britifh fca-

men when they get on (hore.

About noon, three boats were fn readinefs at the creek near our dwelling. The
one defigned for my conveyance was comfortable, according to Birman notions of

accommodation. It confdted of three fmall compartments, partitioned by fine mats,

neatly faftencd to flips of bamboo cane : the inner room was lined with Indian chintz
{

the roof, however, was fo low as not to admit of a perfon (landing upright ; an incon-

venience fcarccly to be endured by an European, but not at all regarded by Afiatics.

It WIS rowed by twelve Birman watermen, who ufed fliort oars made in the Englifh

forn, and who feemed to under/land their bufinefs. A large heavy boat was provided

for the foldiers and our domcdics, and a fmall cutter attended as a kitchen : the bo;it

dedined for Dr. Buchanan did not arrive until it was dark, and being a very indifferent

one, we imagined it was k.'pt out of light for that reafon.

The mouth oi the Syriam or Pegue river, where it joins with that of Rangoon,' is

about three miles below the town ; we therefore waited till the ebb tide was nearlv

fpent, in order to drop down, and take the firfl of the flood to afcend the river of

Pegue. At eight o'clock at night we embarked, accompanied by two war-boats, in ono

of which was the Nakhaan of Rangoon, and in the other an inferior oflScer. A black

Portuguefe in the fervice of the provincial government, who fpokc the language of Ilin-

dollan, came as official interpreter: we had likewife another Portuguefe, named Paiim-

choo, who engaged in my fervice at the Andaman ifland, whither he had come from

Baffien, as a trader in tobacco and fmall articles for the fupply of the colony. Tiiis

man was a valuable acquifition to me during themiffion ; he f(>oke the Birman langup.;4G

fluently, and that of Ilindoltan intelligibly: the latter was the medium I commonly
ufed in my converfations with Birnians, and I was feldom at a lofs to find Ibmc perl().i

that underdood it. On arriving at the mouth of the Pegue river, we brought-to, and

waited an hour for the turn of tide, which, during the fprings, runs with con-

fiderable violence. On the lirfl of the fli)od, we weighed, and ufed our oars : niap

tides prevailing, the boatc made but flow progrefs, about four aiiles an hour, con-

linuiiig
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\inuing at that rate for feven hours, when we again flopped and faftened our boats to

the bank.

Karly in the morning Dr. Buchanan and myfclf walked out with our guns, accom-
panied with half a dozen attendants ; the country round, as far as our view could

reach, difplayed a level plain, with clutnps of trees at diftant intervals j a thick reedy

grafs had grown in fome places very hiv?'' in others, where it had been burnt, there

appeared good pafturage for cattle : wc faw the embanked divifions of a few rice plan-

tations, and difccvered the veftigcs of former culture and population ; but during a
walk of two hours the eye was not gratified with the fight of a houfe, or an inhabitant

:

ilcfolated by the contentions of the Birmans and Peguers, the country had not yet

recovered from the ravages of war. In our walk we obferved many tracks of wild

elephants, the fpots where hogs had rooted, and deer Iain, and found the remains of

two antelf.pes that had recently been killed and half devoured by tigers. The Doftor

and myfclf fired at deer without fuccefs. The banks on each fide the river are low,

and the land feems adapted to produce excellent crops ; but it is now quite deferted,

.nnd become the undifputed domain of the wild beads of the foreft.

CHAP. II. -—Arrive at Pegue : — polite Reception :— invited to the Celebration of the

annual Fc/iival : — Frocejjion defcribed.— Sports in Honour of the Day : — Pugilijlic

Excrcifes :— Birmans expert at Wrejiling.— Formal Introdndion to the Maywoon, of

Viceroy. — Companies from the different Dijlri6ls of the Province pafs in Review.—
Grand DifpUiy of Fireworks

:

— orderly and fober Demeanour of the Populace.-—

Curiofity of the Birmans. -— Attention of the Viceray to our Accommodation. — Invited

io a dramatic Rcprefentation.— Siamefe Adors : — an extraordinary Performer :—
Defcription of the Play.— Birmans clofe the l^ear with a purificatory Ceremonial, itt

which the Englijh Gentlemen bear a Part.

AT noon w^e got under way, and foon paffed a village on the right, confifting of

about twenty houfes j the river gradually diminiihed in breadth, and at this place wis

not more than forty yards wide, the banks covered with coppice and long reeds : after

pafling another and larger village where there was a chokey or watch-houfe, we pro-

ceeded through a cultivated country, and numerous villages appeared on each fide. At
feven in the evening we were in fight of Pegue, and judged the diftance by water from

Rangoon to be about ninety miles, mod part of the way in a northward direftion ; but

the windings of the river are fo great, that the' road in a ftraight line muft be much lefs.

When we approached the landing-place, Mr. Wood came down to meet us, and the

lavourahle account he gave of his reception, added not a little to the fatisfadion of

having finilhed our journey : we alfo found Baba-Sheen on the bank waiting our

arrival. I'his perfonage condudled us with great civility to our habitation, which we
wpie pleafcd at finding far fuperior to that we had left. It was fituated on a plain, a

Jew hundreil yards without the principal gate of the prefent town, but within the forti-

ticd lines of the ancient city. Like Birman houfes in general, it was raifed between

three and four feet from the ground, compofcd wholly of bamboos and mats, andindif.

forontly thatched : this is a defed that extends univerfally to their own dwellings, and
anbrds matter of furprife in a country where the coarfe grafs ufed for thatching is fo

plentiful. We had each a fmall apartment as a bed-chamber, with carpets fpread over

the mats, and a larger room to dine in and to receive vifitors : huts wore alfo e*vdeJ

lor our attendants j and a bamboo palifadc, inclofing a court fufficiently fpacious, fur-

inundcd the whole. On the whole, we had reafon to be fatisficd with our dwelling ; it
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was commodloufl, according to the Ideas of the people thcmfclvcs, and we had no right

to complain of that which was wcll-intciidcd. Shortly after our arrival, two ofiicers

of government waited on mc, with coinplimcnts of congratulation from the Maywoon
;

they Ibyed but u Ihort time, perceiving that we were bufy in arranging conveniences

for the night.

Our fervants were occupied during the greater part of the next day in bringing up
our baggage from the boats to the houfe, a diilance of nearly half a niilo. In the alter-

noon an officer called C'hc-key, fecond in rank to the Maywoon, and the Scre-dogee,

or fecretary of ilic provincial govemmenr, accompanied by Uaba-Sheen, paid us a vifit

to tea. They informed me, that the Maywoon, or Viceroy, who had been much en-

gaged in directing the preparations for the enfuing feftival, hoped that we would wave
ceremony, and give him our company on the following morning at the great temple of

Shocmadoo, to view the amufements of the firft day ; an invitation that I gladly

accepted, from motives of curiofity as well as of refpcd.

At eight o'clock in the morning Baba-Sheen arrived, in order to rondud us to the

temple ; and brought with him three fmall hnrfes, equipped with faddles and bridles,

refembling thofe ul'ed by the higher ranks of the inhabitants of Ilindoftan. After

breakfaft, Mr. Wood, Dr. Buchanan, and myfelf, nuumted, and attended by Baba-

Sheen, and an ackedoo, an ofUoer belonging to the Maywoon's houfehold, alfo on

horfeback, fet out to view the ceremony. \Vc entered the new town by the ncarcit

gate, and proceeded upwards of a quarter of a mile through the principal ilreet, till we
came to where it wascrolfed at right anglfs by another, which led from the Maywoor's
rcfidence to the temple ; here our progrefs was lloppcd by a great concourfe ot people,

and we perceived on each fide of the way troops marching by fingle liles, in flow time,

towards the temple. By the advice of Baba-Sheen we occupied a convenient fpot to

view the procelTion. The troops that we faw were the Maywoon's guard : five or fix

hundred men pafled us in this manner, wretchedly armed am! equipped ; many had

muikets that appeared in a very unfcrviceabic ilate, with accoutrements not in a more
rcfpedable condition; fome were provided with fpears, others with fabres ; whilft their

drefs was as motley as their weapons. Several were naked to the middle, having only a

kutnmcrband, or waiftcloth, rolled round their wailt, and palled between their legs; fome

were drofl"ed in old velvet or cloth coats, which they put onregardkisof fize orfafliion,

although it fcarcely covered their nakednefs, or trailed on the ground : it was finerv,

and finery in any Ihape was welcome. Some wore Dutch broad-brimmed hats bound uith

gold lace, others the crowi.s of hats without any brim at all : the ofiicers of this martial

band, who were for the moft part Chrillian defccndants of Portuguefe anccflors, exlii.

bitcd a very grotefque appearance. The firfl perfonagcs of rank that pafled by were three

children or the Maywoon, borne aflride upon men's flioulders ; the cldeft, a boy about

eight years of age ; the youngefl, a girl not inore than five ; the latter only was legiti-

mate, being the firft-boniof his prefent wife ; the two elder were the offspring of con-

cubiues. The Maywoon followed at a fliort diflance, mounted on the neck of a very

fme elephant, which he guided himfelf. His drefs was handfome and becoming ; he

had on a dark velvet robe with long fleeves, trimmed with broad gold lace, and on his

head he wore a conical cap of the fame material, richly embroidered ; a number of paraJc

elephants in tawdry houfings brought up the rear. As we had not been formally inlre-

duccd, he pafled by without honouring vis with any notice. Proceeding to the foot of

the ft^ps that lead to the pagoda, his elephant knelt down to futfer him to alight.

Whilft he was in the performance of this art, the parade elephants knelt alfo, and the

crowd that followed fijuailcd on their heels. Having afccndcd ilie flight of Heps, he
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fiut
off his fliocfi, nnd walked once round the temple without his ombrella, which was

aid afido out oi rcvcrciifc to tho lanc^ity of the place. When he had fiuifhcd this

CL-nvnony, he proceeded to the Icene ot amufement, a lort ot theatre ereded at an an^lc

of the area ot the temple. Two iaioons, or open halls, feparate from the groat build'

iiifT, foniied two fides of the theatre, which was about fifty feet fquare, covered by an
awning of grafs, Ipread on a Hat roof of (lender canes, fiipported by bamboo poles.

Beneath the projeding verge of the roof of one of the faloons, there was an elcvafcd

feat, with a handfome canopy of cloth, for the accommodation of the Maywoon and his

three children ; and on a bare bench beneath him fat the principal cilicers of his court.

On the left fide of the theatre, a fimilar canopy and chair were ereded for the May-
woon of Martaban, who happened at this time to be pafling by to take poffeflion of his

government. Oppofite to htm, under the roof of the other faloon, feats were pro-

vided for the Englifh gentlemen, covered with fine carpeting, but widiout any canopy.

The divcrfions ot this day confifled entirely of boxing and wrcftling. In order to pre-

vent injury to the champions, the ground had been p?"epared, and made foft with

moiftened fand. At the latter exerclfe they feemed to be very expert : a fliort ftout man
was particularly diftinguifhed for his fuperior Ikill and llrength : we were told, that in

former contefts he had killed two of his antagonilts. The lirll that encountered him
on the prefent occafion, though much fuperior in fize, was, after a fliort ftruggle,

pitched on his head, and, as the byltanders faid, feverely hurt. Many others difplayed

great adivity and addrefs ; but in the art of boxing they feemed very deficient, not-

withftanding they ufed fifts, knees, and elbows. The battles were of fliort duration j

blood drawn on either fide terminated the contefl j and even without it, the Maywoon
would not futl'cr them to contend long. At the end of an engagement boch com-
batants approached the Maywoon's throne, and proflrated themfelves before him, with

their forehead.-" to the ground, whiKl an attendant fpread on the flioulders of each

two pieces of co,ton cloth, as the reward of their exertions, which they carried away in

a crouching pofition, until they mingled with the crowd. The places of thofe wlo
retired were immediately filled by frefli pugilifts. This amufement lafted for three

hours, until we became quite weary of it ; tea and fweetmeats in great profufion were

afterwards ferved to us, in the name of the Maywoon. We departed without ceremony,

and got home about four o'clock, extremely opprefl'ed by the intenfe heat of the weather.

In the morning an early mell'agc came from the Maywoon, intimating that he hoped

to fee us that day at the government-houfe. Baba-Sheen alfo made a tender of his

fervices to introduce us to the praw, or lord ; who being ready at the hour appointed,

we fet out on horfeback to pay our vifit of ceremony, preceded by the foldiers of the

guard, and our perfonal attendants. Six Birmans alfo walked in front, bearing the

articles intended as a prefent, which confifled of filks, fatins, velvets, gold, flowered

and plain muflins, fonie broad cloth, and a handibme filver-mounted fowling piece.

In this order wc marched through the town, the objeds of univerfid curiofity, till we
reached the gate of an inclolure furrounding the Maywoon's dwelling. It was made
of b(jards nailed to ports twelve or thirteen feet high, and comprehended a I'pacious

fquare, in the centre of which flood the governor's refidence. There were likewilo

fonie fmaller houles irregularly difpofed, appropriated, as wc underflood, to the feveral

members of the Maywoon's family. We pulled off our Ihoes at the bottom of the

Hairs, and were uflierediiito a faloon, from whence, turning to the right, we alcenJ.d

three flcps into a hall, where a number of perfons ranged on each fide, were fiiiirg

uith their legs inverted, waiting the entrance of the Maywoon. Inilruded by Baba-

tiheeii, we look our feats on imall carpets fpread in the middle of the room, in front

"of

::•.;M

4.
'^ -"* Mit

(:-;i:



+!::.'.

]j|

43* IVMBb's SMBA88Y TO AVA»

; :li

of a narrow pallcry elevated alxiut two feet from the floor and railed in, with the
prefcnls placed bcfort; us cm trays. In a fow minutes the Maywoon entered by a door
iit one end of the gallery. We made no obeifance, as none was defired, but his

attendants crouched to the ground, lie fat down, and filence was kept for fonu* time,

which 1 firft interrupted, by telling him, througli IJaba-Sheen, that the Governor-
j^incral of India, havinjj received his friendly letter, and being well adureil of tho

amicable difpofitlon of the Birman government towards the l''.nglifl» naiion, had
charged me with the delivery of letters and prefcnts to His Majelly at Ava, and had
likewile requeued his acceptance of a few articles which 1 had brought with me. I

then rofe, and prefented the governor-gcncrars letter ; he laid it on the tray before

him, talked of indifferent matters, and was extremely polite in his expreflions and
manner, but carefully avoided all difcourfe that had the leait relation to bulineiii, or

the objects of the embad'y. After half an hour's convcrfation, chiefly on uninterelling

topics, he invited us to a grand difplay of fireworks, which was to take place on the

following day, and loon after withdrew unceremonioufly : tea and fweatmeats wore

then ferved up. Having taded of what was fet before us, wc were condudited by
IJaba-Shecn to the outer balcony,*to view the different companies pafs by that intended

to exhibit fireworks on the following day.

It is the cuftom, on this occafion, for the feveral mious or diflrids, whofe fituation

is net too remote, to feled and fend a number of men and women from their com-
munity to reprefent them at the general feflival : thefe companies vie with each other

in the magnificence of their fireworks, and on the eve of celebration pals the govern-

ment-houfe in review before the Maywoon and his family, each company diltind. A
fmall waggon drawn by four buffaloes, profufely decorated with peacocks' feathers,

and the tails of Thibet cows, led the proceflion, on which were laid the fireworks of

that particular company : next aiKanced the men belonging to it, dancing and fhout-

ing ; the females, in a fejxirate troop, came lafl, finging in full chorus, and clapping

their hands in accurately meafured time. They, for the mofl part, appeared to be

girls from fixtecn to twenty years of age, comely, and well maile ; but their features

were without the delicacy of the damfels of llindoflan, or the bloom of the loft

CircafTian beauties. In every company ofyoung women there were a few aged matrons,

probably as a check on the vivacity of youth : the feniors, however, feemed to join

m the feftivity with juvenile fprightlinefs. Refrefliments were again ferved up to us,

and we returned home about two o'clock.

At eight in the morning great crowds had afTcmbled on tho plain without the flockade

of the prefent town, but within the walls of ancient Fegue ; three temporary flmls

were erefted on the middle of the green, apart from each other, one for the reci ption

of the Maywoon and his family, another for the Martaban governor, and a third for

our accommodation. Cionunon fpeftators, to the number t f many ihoufands, were

fcattered in groups over the jilain ; each divilion or compan'- exhibited in turn its own
fireworks : the difplay of rackets was flrikingly gnmd, but nothing elfe merited

attention. The cylinders of the rockets were trunks of trees hollowed, many of them

fiiven or eight feet long, and from two to three feet in circumference ; thefe were

bound by ftrong ligatures to thick bamboos, eighteen or twenty feet in length ; they

rofe to a great h- ight, and in defcending emitted various appearances of fire tliat

were very beautiful. 'J'he time appointed for the amulement conliderably dimiiiilhid

the effeft ; but it was chofen from a humane apprehenfion of injury to the people by

the fall of extinguiflied rockets, winch inuii have rendered the diverfion, during tlie

night, extremely dangerous, Notwitbilanding this precaution, a man wai> uafortunate
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onough to be in the way of one thru killcu him on the fpot. Ench company, aftor con-
tributing its (liari- towards the g( ncral oniortainniont, marched |)afl the iVlaywonn, to ihe

found of mufical inUruincnts ; after which they proceeded to our (hed with luugB and
dances, " the pipe and tlie tabor," manilcding every lively demondration of joy.

It was a fpedacle not lefs pleafinpr than novel to an Kuropean, to witi\ers fuch a
concourfe of people of all dalles, hromrht toprether for the purpofcs of hilarity and fport,

without their committing one ad of intemperance, or being difgraccd by n fingle

inliance of intoxication. What foenes of riot and debauchery would not a fimilar

fclUval in the vicinity of any capital town of Great Hritain inevitably produce ! 'I'lio

reflcrtion is liumiliating to an llnglilhman, however proud he may feel of the national

tliarader.

During the four following days we enjoyed a refpite from public (hows and
ceremonials, and had leifure tor obfervation ; though our hall, in a morning, was
renerally crowded, as every perfon of diftindivwi in IVgue paid me the compliment

(ifavilit, except the Maywoon, who, within the procinds of his own go\ernment,

where he reprel'ents the King, never returns a vifit. Numbers both of m- n and

women, prompted by hannleis curiofity, furrounded the paling of the inclofure from

morning till night; thofe of a better clafs ulually came in, fome previoufly aflcing

permiflion, but many entered without it. Perfedly free from rellraint atnong them-

ielves, the Birmans fcruplu not to go into your houfc without ceremony, although

you arc an utter (Iranger. To do thetn iuftice, however, they are not at all dif.

plcafcd at your taking the fame freedom with them. This intrufjon is cortfined wholly

to your public room; they do not attempt to open a door: and where a curtain

dropped denotes privacy, they never oHer to violate the barrier. On entering the

room they immediately defcend into the pofture of refped. Of all our cuftoms none

Jccmed to furprife them more than the preparations for dining : the variety of utenfils,

:ind our manner of fitting at a table excited their wonder : they never took any

greater liberty than merely to come into the room, and fit down on the floor

;

they meddled with nothing, and alked lor nothing, and when defired to go away

always obeyed with cheertulnefs. Had untold gold been placed before them, I am
confident not a piece would have been purloined. Among the men of ""ank that

\ifited us, an officer called Scree P'>;;w l^ivoured us with his company mon^ irequentlv

than the reft. He held, by ' imiflion from the Kin;;, the place of chief provincial

fccretary, and junior judp ' > * tlie criminal court : this gentleman often partook of

our dinner, and leemed to ri ii'^i ()ur fare, but could not be prevailed on to tafle wine

or ftrong liquors : he w, s mu-oh pleafed, however, wiih the I'nglilh mode of makin'^

T( a, of which he drank v ipioufly ; indeed it is a beverage highly palatable to all ranks

i.f Birmans.

Althouo,h, from the eftabliflicd forms of diplomatic e'iqucttc, we had Utile perfonnl

imercourle with the Maywoon, yet he was not d'.-ficient in attention : he fciu large lup-

plies of rice, oil, gee, preferved tamarinds, and fpices, for our Indian attendants
;

prefents alfo of truit and flowers were daily brought to ine in IrN name. As their relimon

lorbids the flaui^hter of any but wild animals for the purpoft s of food, h'j did not oiler

any thing for the ufe of the table ; but our fervants had liberty to purchafe whatever

tiiey watited. Fowls, kid, and venifon, conltituted our prii .ipal difltcs; the two firit

ue procured in abuntlance, and of a good quality ; the venii'.)n was meagre, hut well

tafttd, and made excellent foup ; it was chiefly the wild antelope, with which the

f >u:ury abouiuls. Having among my people two bakers, and a ]ieribn who underilonl

linking butter, we were feldoni without thel'e cflential articles, and of a tolerable qua-

voL. JX. 3 K hty.
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lity. Whatever we had occafion to kill was flain in the night, to avoid ofTcnding the

prejudices of the people, who, lb far from feeking caufe of offence, were inclined to

make every liberal allowance for the ulage of foreigners. The Maywoon politely

ordered a pair of horfes of the Pegue breed, finall, but handfome and fpirited, to be

fekidod, and fent to us, from his own ftud, accompanied by two grooms, one to atinid

on each he I'e ; a temporary (table was erected for them within the paling of our court,

where the/ continued while we remained at Pegue, and afforded us the means of exer-

cife and pleafing recreation. Being now commodiouffy fettled, I invited Captain

'I'homas from Rangoon, to fpend a few days with us; he accepted my invitation, and

came up in a boat provided by the intendant of the port, having previoufly arranged the

concerns of his fliip, and the mode of fupplying the crew during his a. iv.nce.

The folar year of the Birmans was now drawing to a clofe, and the three laft days

are ufually fpent by them in merriment and feafting. We were invited by the May.

woon to be prefeiit on the evening of the loth of April, at the exhibition of a dramatic

reprefentation.

At a little before eight o'clock, the hour when the play was to commence, wo

proceeded to the houfe of the Maywoon, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, who, on all oc-

cafions, adted as mailer of the ceremonies. I'he theatre was the open court, fplendidly

illuminated by lamps and torches : the Maywoon and his lady fat in a projedting balcony

of hishoufe ; we occupied feats below him, railed about two feet from the ground, and

covered with carpets ; a crowd of fpedtators were featod in a circle round the ffagc.

The perfonHance began immediately on our arrival, and far excelled any Indian drama

that I had ever feen. The dialogue was fpirited without rant, and the adion animated

without being extravagant : the drefles of the principal performers were (howy and

becoming. I was told that the bell actors were natives of Siam, a nation which, though

unable to cor.iend with the Birmans and Peguers in war, have cultivated with more

iutLcf^ th'j refined arts of neace. By way of interlude between the acts, a clownifli

buHooij entertained tlie audience with a recital of different paflages ; and by grimace,

and frequent alterations of tone and countenance, extorted loud peals of laughter from

the fpodtators. The Birmans feem to delight in mimickry, and are very expert in the

practice, pofll-ffing uncommon verfatility of countenanr-. An eminent praditioner of

this art amufed us with a fpccimen of his {kill, at our own houfe, and, to our no fniall

aftoniflmunt, exhibited a mallerly difpiay of the paflion' , in pantomimic looks and gef-

tures : the tranfitiuiis he made from pain to plealure, fn.tn joy to deipair, from rage to

milJnefs, from laughter to tears ; his cxpreflion of terror, and, above all. his look of

kliotiim, were performances of firlt rate mer;t in their line ; and we agreed in opinion,

that had his fates decreed him to liave been a native of Great Britain, his genius would

have rivalled that of any modern comedian of the F.nglifli f'age.

The plot of the drama performed this evening, 1 underftood, was taken from the

facred text of the Ramayan of Balmicc ', a work of high authority amonglt the Hindoos.

It repreiented the battles of the holy Ram and the impious Rahwaan, chief of the R;

kufs, or demons, to revenge the rapeof Seeta, the wife of Ram, who was forcibly carried

.iway by Rahwaan, and bound under the Ipells of enchantment. Viciflitudcs of fortune

took plac .luring the performance, that feenud highly interelting to the audience. Ram
was at length wounded by a poifoned arrow ; the fages ikilled in medicine confulted on

his cure ; they difcovered, that on the mountain Indragurry grew a certain tree tli.it

produced a gum, wliich was a fovereign antidote againlt the deleterious cITcds of poilon

;

• Called by Sir William Jones, Valmiec,

6 but
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but the diftance was fo great that none could be found to undertake the journey : at

length Honymaan *, leader of the army of apes, offered to go in quefl of it. When he
'.irrivcd at the place, being uncertain which was the tree, le took up half the mountain,

and tranfportcd it with cafe : thus was the cure of Ram happily effected, the enchant-

ment was broken, and the piece ended with a dance, and fongs of triumph.

;
On the 12th of April, the bit day of the Birman yc'ii"* we were invited by the May-

woon to bear a part ourfelves in a fport that is univerl'ally pradifed throughout the Bir-

man dominions on the concluding day of their annua! cycle. To wafli away the

impurities ot the pa(t, and commence the new year free from (lain, women on this day
are accuftomed to throw water on every nvv. 'hey meet, which the men have the privilege

of rctoriing ; this licence gives rife to a great deal of harmlefs merriment, particularly

amongll the young women, who, armed with large fyringes and flaggons, endeavour

to wet every man that goes along the ftreet, and, in their turn, receive a wetting with

perfect good humour ; nor is the fmallcfl: indecency ever manifcfted in this or any
other of their fports. Dirty water is never caft ; a man is not allowed to lay hold of

n woman, but may fling as much water over her as he pleafes, provided flie has been

rhe aggreffor ; but if a woman warns a man that fhe does not mean to join in the diver-

lion, it is confidored as an avowal of pregnancy, and (he palles without moleflation.

About an hour before funfet wi went to the Maywoon's, and found that his lady

had provided plentifully to give us a wet reception. In the hall were placed three large

china jars, full of water, with bowls and ladles to fling it. Each of us, on entering, had

a bottle of rofe-water prefented to him, a little of which we in turn poured into the

palm of the Maywoon's hand, who fprinkled over his own veft; of fine flowered muflin ;

the lady then made her appearance at the door, and gave us to underlland that flie did

not mean to join in the fport herfelf, but made her eldeft daughter, a pretty child in

the nurfe's arms, pour from a golden cup fome rofe-water mixed with fandal-wood, firft

over her father, and then over each of the Englifh gentlemen ; this was a fignal for the

fport to begin. We were prepared, being dreffed in linen waiftcoats. From ten to

twenty women, young and middle aged, rufhed into the hall from the inner apartnjents,

who furrounded and deluged without mercy four men, ill able to maintain fo unequal

a contefl:. The Maywoon was foon driven from the field ; but Mr. V\'ood having got

polielTion of one of the jars, wo were enabled to preferve our ground till the water was

exhaulled ; it feemed to afford them great diverfion, efpecially if we appeared at all

diflrefled by the quantity of water flung in our faces. All parties being tired, and com-
pletely drenched, ^^e went home to change our cloaths, and in the way met many
tlamfels who would willingly have renewed the fport ; they, however, were afraid to

begin without receiving encouragement from us, not knowing how it might be taken

by itrangers ; but they affailed Baba-Sheen and his Birman attendants with little cere-

mony. No inconvenient confequences v/ere to be apprehended from the wetting

;

the weather was favourable, and we ran no rilk of taking cold. Having put on dry

cloaths, we returned to the Maywoon's, and were entertained with a dance aiul puppel-

fliow that laltcd till eleven.

* llonymaan is worfliippod by the Hindoos under tlio form of an ape, aad h one of the moll frcqiioni

•bu'Cts ot thi'ir adurati'.iii : alinoll t-vcry Hiuduo pagoda has this ii^^wv delimatcd in fome part ot it, Hj-
nyinaaii is the term ufcd by the Hindoos 10 deuotc a large ape.

H»
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CHAP. III.— Public Rejoicings ccafc.— Site of the ancient City of Pegue.—Fortifca'
tions.— E/icoumgcment given to Settlers.— Defcription of tJjc new Town— Pithlir:

Buildings, — Dread of Fire— Precautions ufed againjt it. — An Account of the

Temple of Shoemadoo.— Viftt the Siredaw, thefuperior Rhahaan, or High Priefi of the

Country.— Defolated State of the Environs of Pcgue— Mcnajlic Retreats of the Rha-
Jbaans. — Manufidures at Pcgue—Officers of the Provincial Goverivnent— Admin

jf.

tration of Jujiice.— Monfoon threatens.— Prepare to depart— take leave of the

Viceroy.

SPORTS and feftivitles ceafod with the departed year, a circumflance that gave us

great pleafure, as from attending them we were frequently expofed to the influence

of a burning fun, which at this fcafon is mod powerful ; but though the heat from noon
till five in the evening was intenfe, yet the night was cool, and the mornings pioafant and
refrefhing. I generally took advantage of two temperate hours, from the dawn of day
till the fun became inconvenient, to walk or ride through the city and its environs

;

and in all my excurfions I never once experienced infult or moleilation : curiofity and
aRonilhment wore often exprcffed, but unaccompanied by perfonal incivility, or by the

flighteft indication of contempt.

The fate that befel this once flourilhing city has already been recounted in the pre-

ceding pages. The extent of ancient Pcgue may Itill be accurately traced by the ruins

of the ditch and wall that furrounded it ; from this it appears to have been a quad-
rangle, each fide meafuring nearly a mile and a half; in feveral places the ditch is

choked up by rubbifh that has been cad into it, and the falling of its own banks

;

fufficient, however, ftill remains to (hew that it was once no contemptible defence : the

breadth I judged to be about fixty yards, and the depth ten or twelve feet : in fome
part of it there is water, but in no confiderable quantity. I was informed, that when
the ditch was in repair, the water feldom, in the hotteft feafon, funk below the depth
of four feet. An injudicious fauffebray, thirty feet wide, did not add to the fecurity

of the fonrefs.

The fragments of the wall likewife evince that this was a work of magnitude and
labour ; it is not cafy to afcertain precifely what was its height, but when we con-

jcdured it at lealt thirty feet, and in breadth, at the bafe, not lefs than forty. It is

compofed of brick, badly cemented with clay mortar. Small equidiflant baftions

about 300 yards afundor, are Itill difcoverable, and there had been a parapet of mafon-
ry ; but the whole is in a (late fo ruinous, and io covered with weeds and briars, as

to leave very imperfcft vefliges of its former ftrength.

In the centre of each face of the fort there is a gateway about thirty feet wide ; and
thefe gatewnys were the principal entrances. The pail'age acrofs the ditch is over a

caufeway raifed on a mound of earth, that ferves as a bridge, and was formerly defended
by a retrenchment, of which there are now no traces.

It is impoirible to conceive a more (triking pidure of fallen grandeur, and the defo.

lating hand of war, than the infide of thefc walls difpiays. Alompra, when he got

pofll-flion of this city in the year 1757, razed every dwelling to the ground, and
difpcrfeil or led into captivity all the inhabitants. The temples or praws, which are

very numerous, were the only buildings that efcapcd the fury of the conqueror ; and
of thefe the great pyramid of Shoemadoo has alone been reverenced and kept in

repair.

The prtfcnt King of the Birmans, whofe government has been Icfs diiluibed than

that

man monarc
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thaf of any of his predeccfTors, early in his reign turned his thoughts to the population

and improvement, as well as the extcnfion, of his dominions, and feemed defirous to

conciliate his fubjeds by mildnefs, rather than to govern them by terror. He has abro-

gated fome feverc penal laws impofed by his prcdeceflbrs upon the Taliens, or native

Peguers. Jullice is now impartially dilhibuted ; and the only diftinftion at prefent

betweTi a Birman and a Talien confids in the exclufion of the latter from places of
public trnd and power.

No aft of the Birman government is more likely to reconcile the Peguers to the Bir-

man yoke, than the reftoraiion of their ancient place of abode, and the prefervation

and embellifliment of the temple of Shoemadoo. The King, sensible of this, as well

as of the advantages that mud arise to the ftate from the increafe of culture and popu-
lation, five years c^o iflued orders to rebuild Pegue, encouraged fettlers by grants of
ground, and invited the fcattered families of former inhabitants to return and repeople-

their deferted city.

His Birman Majefty, more effectually to accomplifli this end, on the death of the

late Maywoon, which happened about five vears ago, direfted his fucceflbr, the pre-

fent governor, to quit Ragoon, and make Pegue his future refidenee, and the feat of

provmcial government of the thirty-two t'.iftrifts of Henzawuddy *.

Thefe judicious mcafures have lb far i'ucceeded, that a new town has been built

within the fite of the ancient city ; bur Rangoon poffefles fo many advantages over

Pcgue in a commercial point of view, that pei Ions of property who are engaged in bu-
fmefs will not eafily be prevailed upcn lo leave one of the fined fea-ports in the world,

to encounter ^he difficuhies of a new fettlement, where commerce, if any can fubfid,

mud be ve: ' -^^nfined, from the want of a coumiodious navigation. The present in-

habitants, ': ve been induced to return, confift chiefly of Rhahaans, or prieds,

followers •
' provincial court, and poor Talien famiUes, who were glad to regain a

fettlement ni their once magnificent metrnpolis. The number altogether perhaps does

not exceed fix or feven thoufand ; thofe who dwelt in Pegue during its former days of

fplendor are now nearly extind, antl their defcendants and relatives scattered over

the provinces of Tongho, Martabau, and Talowmeou ; many alio live under the pro-

teftion of the Siamese. There is little doubt, however, that the respect paid to their

favourite temple of worfhip, and the fecurity and encouragement held out to thofe who
venture to return, will, in time, accomplifli the wife and humane intentions of the Bir-

man monarch.

Pegue, in its renovated and contrafted date, feems to be built on the plan of the

former city, and occupies about one-half of its area. It is fenced round by a stockade

from ten .o twelve feet high ; on the north and ead fides it borders on the old walls.

The plane of the town is rot yet filled with houfes, but a number of new ones are

building. There is one miin ilreet runmng ead and wed, eroded at right angles by

two fmaller dreets not yet finiflied. At each extremity of the principal Rreet, there is

a gate in the dockade, which is fliut early in ihe evening j and after that time entrance

during the night is confined to a wicket. Each of thefe gates is defended by a wretched

piece of ordnance, and a few mufqueteers, who never pod fentinels, and are ufually

afleep in an adjoining died. There arc two inferior gates on the north and south fides

of the stockade.

The dreets of Pegue are spacious, as are thofe of all the Birman towns that I

have fecn. The new town is well paved with brick, which the ruins of the old

nil

The Shanfcrit name given tu the province of Fegue by the Stmiani.

At plentifully
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})ltntifully supply ; and on each fido of ilv.; way there is a drain to carry ofFthc water,

'I'lie houfcs of liic incanf'll peafants of IVgiu-, and tliroughout iho l^innan empire,

piirrds niaiiifelt advantage over Indian cKvcllinp;s, by being raifcd froni the grouiul

either on wood -n pods (ir bamboos, according tn the .'ize ot th" building. I'lie kininns

or monalteries .if the Rhahaans, and tlie habitations of tlie I^iglier ranjis, arc ufually

•devated fix or <-'ight, tht.le of the lower dalles from two to fmir feet,

'I'liero are no brick buildings either in IVgue or Rangoon, except fucli a.s belong

To the King, or aiv (' dicated to their divinity Claudma : his Majelly having prohibit, J

the ufe of briek or (! .\e in private buiklings, from the apprchenfion, as I was infornuxl,

that if people got leave to build brick houfes, tliey might creel briek fortiticatien;<,

dangerous to the fecurity oftheftate. The houfes, therefore, are all made of miit ;,

or fheathing boards, fupported on bamboos or polls ; but frum their being compoH,!

of fuch conibuflible materials, tht- inhabitants art? under continual dread of tire, agaluft

which they take every precaution. The roofs are lightly covered, and at each door

flands a long bamboo, with an iron hook at the end, to pull down the thatch : there

is alfo another pole, with a grating of iron at the cxtreniity. about three feet fquari:',

to fupprefs flame by preflure. Almoll every houfe has earthen pots, tilled witli

water on the roof; and a particular class of people * whofe bufinefs it is to prevent

and oxiinguifh fires, perambulate the (Ireets during the night.

The Maywoon's habitation, though not at all a magnificent manfion fiv t!ie rcjirefent-

ative of royalty, is, notwithftanding, a building of much refpeftab'lity, compared to

the other houles of Pegue. From an outfide view we judged it to bo roomy, and to

contain feveral apartments, exclufive of that in which he gives audience: it poflclli.s,

however, but few ornaments. Gilding is forbidden to ;dl fubjects of the Birman cir,-

pire : liberty even to lacker and paint the pillars of their houfes, is granted to very few

:

the naked wood gave an unfiniflied appearance to the dwelling orf the Maywoon, which,

in other refpeds, feemed well adapted for the accouimod uion of a Birman family.

The objeii in Pegue that moll attracts and moft merits notice, is the noble edifice

of Shoemadoof, or the Golden Supreme. 1 his extraordinary pile of buildings is eredcd

-on a double terrace, one raifed upon another. The lower and greater terrace is about ten

feet above the natural level of the grouiid, forming an exaft parah .'lograin : the upper

and leflcr terrace isfimilar in (hape, and riles about twenty feet above the lower terrace

* Thcfc pcijplc arc cil'oil Pn^^waal ; tluy are (laves of government ; men ulio have been foinid guilty

4if theft, aiul, tlireiigh i';crcy, had their lives fpared. 'I'liey are dillingiifhed by a black circle on taiii

cheek, canted by ^^up^uder and puniteation ; as well as by having on their breall, in linnian chaiaettrs,

The word thief, and the r .imi' ol the artiele floleii, as, on one that I a(!<,'d to lie explained tome, I'utcliuu

•Khoo. clclli ihi.-f 'I'hel' men ;)ati<)le tin llieetsat niglit, to put oui a'', fires and lights after ateitiiin iuui

They art as conttable , and iirt the public i xecutioiierB.

f .Shi>c or hluiu-, in theBun\a-i tongue, fignifieb golden ; and there can be no doubt that Madoo is a

corruption 1)1 Muh.ide. a, or Ueu 1 coidd not learn ironi tin II rnuuis the origin or etytnologv of tlic

ter;n ; il was t xplanjed to m- a-; tigi;ifyiiiga proTnoiitory that overlooked land and water. Piaw inmorts

lord, and \% always annexed to tl-e name of a faered biiitdirg ; it is lik^ ife a fovereign and a laLrdoLj
tith', and i, trequeiitly uled by an interior when adcitelling his luperior. 'le analogy between the liirmiiiis

and ancie.'it K^ypUuni in the apphcatiu:; ot thib term, as alio in many oiai r uarticulars, is highly delerv.

ifig <A notice.

Phra was the proper nam«- und-T which the Eifyptians firll adiired the Sun, bet'(.rc it received the alle

gorical appelLtion of Ollrit, or Author of Time ; they likeuife conferred the fame title on their kin"? and
bit their pru'flt.

In the firll book of Mofes, chap. xl. Pharaoh givek " Jol'eph to wife, the daughter of Potiphrra, or
the prielt of On," In tin- boi k of Jer.-miah a king o' I'.gypt is ll\I.d Pharaoh Uhhra ; r.nd it is i.nL ,i

^'•ry imp'obabli- conj'itur.- that the title nt I'tiaraoh, j;hmi to Ineolhvc kings of Kgv])t, is a corrii] taia

of the word Piiraw or Praw. in its orif^iiial fenfe fignifyit:g the fun, and applied to tiic fovcr:'ign aad piielt-

hmA, M the nprtfeutaliTei on c»rlli of ilwt ljj)k'uJid luminary.

or
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or thirty above the level of the country. I judged a fide of the lower terrace to be 1391
feet ; or the upper 684. The walls that fuftained the fides of the terrace, both upper and

lower, are m a ruinous ftate; they were formerly covered with plafler, wrought into va-

rious figurv ; ; ihe area of the lower is ftrewed with the fragments of fmall decayed build-

ings but the upper is kept free from filth, and is in tolerably good order. There is realbn

to conclude that this building and the fortrefs are coeval, as the earth of which the.

terraces are conipofed appears to have been taken from the ditch ; there being no other

excavation in the city, or in its neighbourhood, that could have afforded a tenth part

of the quantity.

The terraces are afcended by flights of ftone fleps which are now broken and neg-

lected. On each fide are dwellings of the Rhahaans, raifed on timbers four or five

feet from the ground ; these houfes confifl: only of a large hall ; the wooden pillars,

that fupport them are turned with neatnefs ; the roofs are covered with tiles, and the

fides are made of boards ; and there are a number of bare benches in every houfe, on
which the Rhahaans ileep ; but we faw no other furniture.

Shoemadoo is a pyramidical building, tompofed of brick and mortar, without ex-

cavation or aperture of any fort ; oQagonal at the bafe, and fpiral at top ; each fide of

the bafe meafures 162 feet; this immeitfe breadth diminifhes abruptly, and a fimilar

building has not unaptly been compared in fhape to a large fpeaking trumpet *.

Six feet from the ground there is a wide projection that furrounds the bafe, on the

plane of which are fifty-feven fmall fpires of equal fize, and equidiflant ; one of them
ineafured twenty-feven feet in height, and forty in circumference at the bottom. On a.

higher ledge there is another row, confiding of fifty-three fpires of fimilar fliape and
n:eafurement.

A great variety of mouldings encircle the building ; and ornaments somewhat re-

fembling the fleur-de-lys surround the lower part of thefpire ; circular mouldings like'

wife girt it to a confiderable height, above which there are ornaments in ftucco ut
unlike the leaves of a Corinthian capital ; and the whole is crowned by a Tee, or

umbrella, of open iron-work, from which rifes a rod with a gilded pennant.

The tee or umbrella is to be feen on every facred building that is of a fpiral form :

the raifing and confecration cf this laft and indifpenfable appendage, is an adl of high

religious folcmnity, and a feafon of feftivity and relaxation. The prefent k"ng beftoweil"

the tee that covers Shoemauoo. It was made at the capital ; and many of the princi-

pal nobility came down fromlhnmerapoora to be prefent at the ceremony of its elevation.

The circumference of the tee is fifty-fix feet ; it refts on an iron axis fixed in the

building, and is farther fecurcd by large chains flrongly rivetted to the fpire. Round
the lower rim of the tee are appended a number of bells, which agitated by the wind,

make a continual jingling.

The tee is gilt, and it is faid to be the intention of the king to gild the whole of the

fpire. All the lelfer pagodas are ornamented with proportionable umbrellas of fiiuihu'

workmanffiip, which are likewife encircled by fmall bells.

i he extreme height of the edifice, from the level of the country, 15361 feet, and

above the interior terrace, 331 feit.

On the lb ith-cafl angle of the upper terrace there are two handfome faloons, or

kioums, lately erefted, the roofs conipofed of dift.rent Itages, I'upported by pillars

;

we judged the length of each to be about Co feet, and the breadth 30 : the ceiling

of one is already embellifhed with gold leaf, and the pill irs are lackered ; the decora-

tion of the other is not yet completed. They are made entirely of wood j the carving

»;! b''..

r'?"i^'

* Sec Mr, Hunter's account of Pfg«c.

on
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on the outfiJe is laborious and minute : we faw fevcral unfinflicd figures of animrls

and men in grotcfque attitudes, which were defigned as ornaments tor dillercnt pari;i

of the building. Some images of Gaudma, the fupreme objcdl of Binnan adoration,

lay fcattcrcd around.

At each angle of the interior and higher terrace there is a temple 67 feet hi^h, re.

fcmbling, in miniature, the great tempi:- : in front of that, in the fourh \v, !l con; r,

are four gigantic roprcfcntations, in nKifonry, ofPalloo, or the t.vil genius, liuU" b.vil,

half human, feated on their hams, cacli with a hirgc club on the right Ihoulder. The
Pundit who accompanied me, faid that tliey rclombled tht; Rakufi> of the Hindoos.

Thefe are guardians of the temple.

Nearly in the centre of the eaft face of the area are two human figures in ftiic -o,

beneath a gilded umbrella ; one, ftanJing, reprclents a man with a book before h m
and a pen in his hand ; he is called Thaliamcc, the recorder of mortal nu'iits and m'.rtal

mifdeeds j the other, a female figure kneeling, is Mahasumdcra, the protcdrofs of the

tuiiverfe, fo long as the univcrfe is doomed *:> lail ; but when the tip.u' vi jv neral

tliflblution arrives, by her hand the world is to be overwhelmed and (.v.rlaitingly dc-

llroyed.

A fmall brick building near the north-caft angle contains an upright marhl? flab,

four feet high, and three feet wide : there is a long legible iai'cription on it. I was

told it was an account of the donations of pilgrims of only a recent date.

Along the whole extent of the north face of the upper terrace there is a wooden (hed

for the convenience of devotees who come from a diftant part of the country. On tlie

north fide of the temple are three large bells of good workmanfliip, fufpcnded nigh the

ground, between pillars ; feveral deers horns lie (Irewed around ; thole who conic to

pay their devotions firfl take up one of the horns, and ftrike the bell three times, giv.

ing an alternate ftroke to the ground : this aft, I was told, is to announce to the fpirit

of Gaudma the approach of a fuppliant. There are feveral low benches near the fool:

of the temple, on which the pcrion who comes to pray, places his offering, commonly
confiding of boiled rice, a plate of fweetmeats, or cocoa-nut fried in oil ; when it is

given, the de\'otee rares not what becomes of it ; the crows and wild dogs often devour

it in prefencc of the donor, who never attempts to diflurb the animals. I faw feveral

plates of victuals difpofcd of in this manner, and underftood it to be the cafe with all

tliat was brought.

There are many fmall temples on the arcar. cf both terraces, which arc neglecled,

and fuffercd to fall into decay. Numberlefs images of Gaudma lie indifcriminatcly

fcattercd. A pious Birman who purchafes an idol, firft procures the ceremony of con.

ftcration to be performed by the Rhahaans ; he then takes his purchaib to whatever

facrcd building is moll convenient, and tl: re places it within the flielter of a kiouni,

or on the open ground before the temple ; nor does he ever again feem to have any

anxiety about its preservation, but h aves the divinity to ihift for itfelf. Some of thole

idols are made of marble that is found in the neighbourh^ od of the capital of the Birman
dominions, and admits of a very fine polifh ; many are formed of vvood, and gilded,

and a few are of filver; the latter, iiowcvcr, are nr; ufually expofed and ncgledcd
like the others. Silver and gold is raicly ufed, except in the compofition of hoiiiu-

liold gods.

On both the terraces are a number of white cylindrical flags, raifed on bamboo
poles ; thefe flags are peculiar to the Rhahaans, and arc confidcred as emblematic of

purity, and of their facrcd function. On the top of the ftafl" there is a hcnza, or gooib,

the iVmbol both of the Birn;an and Pegue nations.

From

'1
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"Fro n tlie upper projoftlon that fiirrounds the bafe of Shoemadoo, the profpoifl of
the cir:umjaceiit country is extc-nfiv:! and pidVurcfquc; but it is a profpcdl of naiunr

in lier rudcfl ftato ; there are f-^w inhabitants, and fcarcely any cuhivation. The hills

of Martaban rife to tlie/ callward, and the Sitang river, winding ahmg the plains, gives

an in '•iriipted view of its waters. To the north-weft, about forty miles, are the Ga-
l;idzit hills, whence the Pegue ri.'er takes its riie ; hills remarkable only for the noi-

liime tffeds of their atmofphorc. In every other diredion the eye looks over a bound-
Icis plain, chequered by a wild intermixture of wood and water.

Not being able to procure any fatisfadory information rcfpeding the antiquity of
Slioemadoo, I paid a vifit to the Siredaw, or Aiperior Rliahaan of the country,

uhofe abode was fitunteo in a fliady grove of tamarimi trees, about five miles fouth-

eaft of the city j where every objcd feemed to correfpond with the years and dignity

of the polfoffor. The trees were lofty ; a bamboo railing prutcded his dwelling fron\

the attack of wiid beafts ; a nrat refervoir contained clear water, a little garden fupplied

roots, and his retreat was well ftockcd with fruit trees : fome young Rhahaans liv.ed

with hinj, and adminiftered to his wants with pious refped. Though much emaciated,

lie feemed lively, and in full polTeflion of his mental faculties : his age, he laid, was 87.

The Rhahaans, although fubfifting on charity, never folicit alms, or accept of money :

I therefore prefented this venerable prelate of the order with a piece of cloth, which was

repaid by a grateful benedidion. He told me, that in the convulfions of the Pegue
empire, nioft of their valuable records had been deftroyed ; but it was traditionally be-

lieved that the temple of Shoemadoo was founded 2300 years ago, by two merchants,

brothers, wl . came to Pegue from Tallowmcou, a diltrid of one day's journey cad

of Martaban. Thefc pious traders at firft raifed a temple one Birman cubit * in height

;

Sigeamce, or the fpirit that prcfidcs over the elements, and direds the thunder and

lightning, in the fpacc of one night incrcafed the fize of the temple to two cubits; the

merchants then added another cubit, which Sigeamee doubled in the fame (hort time ;

the building thus attained the magnitude of twelve cubits, when the merchants de-

fifted
J

that the temple was afterwards gradually increafed by fucceflive monarchs of

Pegue, the regifters of whofe names, with the amount of their contributions, h^d been

loft in the general ruin ; nor could he inform me of any authentic archives that had

cfcaped the wreck.

In the afternoon Dr. Buchanan accompanied v a a ride about a mile and a half

to the caftward of the fort. I'horns and wild bamboos grew in this diredion clofe to

the ditch, and the road lav through woods interfeded by frequent pathways. V I'uw

no other habitation, than here and there a poor Pegucr's hut, beneath the fh 'ller •
.' i

dumr. 'fb-'mboos; but the memorials of former populoufnefs were thickly llrev/rd :

hillocivaof decayed malbni-y covered with the light mould which lime gen 'nircs upon ti

heap of rubbifh, and the ruins of numerous temples, met the eye in every q.'.art,
i-

From thefe melancholy monuments we could trace the extent of the fuburbs, which

retained fcarce any vedigesof former grandeur ; they merely ferved to point out crwpof

ubi Trojafiiit. We faw no gardens or inclofures, nor any cultivation on that fide of

the fort ; but the pathways being trod by cattle, indicated that the country farther on

was better inhabited, aiul probably in a Itate of higher itnprovemcnt.

Returning frotn our excurfion, we met Mr. Wood, who, early in the morning, at-

tended bv his own fervants, and fome Birman guides, had crolTed to the well fide of

the rivi! , to amufe himfelf with a day's fliooting. He found an inconfidcrable vilhige

oil the c-jipofitc bank, in the neighbourhood of which there were rice plantations that
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extended a mile weftward. Beyond thefe he entered a thick wood, confifllng chiefly

of the bamboo and pipal trees. I'hroiigh this wildernefs he penetrated nine or ten

miles, without meeting an inhabitant, or feeing a fmgle dwelling. Some water-fowl,

and vvootl-pij^eons were the reward of his toil.

South of Pegue, about a mile beyond the city walls, there Is a plain of great extent,

for the mod part overgrown with wild grafs and low brufluvood, and bare of timber

trees, except where a iacred grove maintains its venerable llKide. A few wretched

villagers are to be feen, containing not more than twenty or thirty poor habitations.

Small fpots of land have been prepared by the peafants for tillage, who fecm to live

in extreme poverty, notwithdanding they pofl'efs in their cattle the means of conitortabL-

fubfiftence: but they do not eat the flefti, and I was told what is remarkable enough,

that they feldoin drink the milk. Rice gnapec, a fpecies of fprar, which when hall

putrified is made into a pickle, and ufed as a feafoning for their rice, and oil

eatpreffed from a fmall grain, with fait, are alinolt their only articles of food. Their

cows are diminutive, refembling the breed on the coaft of Coromandel ; but the buffaloes

are noble animals, much fuperior to thofe of India. I faw here, for the firfttime,'fome

of a light cream colour ; they are ufed for draft and agriculture, and draw heavy

loads on carts or fmall waggons, conftruftcd withcnfiderable neatnefs and ingenuity.

The groves before-mentioned are objefts of no unpleafmg contemplation j they arc

the retreats of fuch Rhahaans or prlells as devote themfelves to religious feclufion,

and prefer the tranquillity of rural retirement to the nolle and tumults of a town. In

their choice of a refidence they coimnonly feleft the molt retired fpots they can find,

where (hady trees, particularly the tamarind and banyan protedl them from the noon-.

day fun. In thefe groves they build their kloums, and here they paft their folitary

lives. All kioums or monafteries, whether In town or country, are feminaries for

the education of youth, in which boys of a certain age are taught their letters, and

Inftrufted in moral and religious duties. To thefe fchools the neighbouring villagers

feud their children, where they are educated gratis, no dUUiiction being made betw- en

the fon of the peaiimt and of him who wears the tfaloe, or llring of nobility. A piece

of ground contiguous to the grove is Inclofcd for a garden, where they fow vegetables

and plant fruit trees j. the Ip^!ian fweet potatoe, and the pkrualn, being the molt

nutritious, are principally cu'iivated ; the chanty of the country people fupply them

abundantly with lice, and the few ncceflaries which their narrow wants require.

Abftraftcd from all worldly confuleratlons, they do not occupy themfelves in the com-

mon concerns of life *.. they neve buy, fell, or accept of money.

The only article of confequence manufiidlured' at Pegue, Is filk and cotton cloth,

which the women weave for their own and their hulband^' ufe. It is wrought with

confiderable dexterity ; the thread is well fpun ; the texture of the web Is clofo and

ftrong ; and it is moftly chequered like the Scotch tartan : but they make no more than

what fuffices for their own confumption.

In the town of Pegue there are only three perlbns befidos the M.iywoon or viccrov,

whofe rank entitles them to diftint^ion : thefe are, the Kaywoon, Chekey, and the

Sere-dogee. The firft is an old man turned of feventy, flill vigorous and attive, w ho,

It feems, had diflinguiihed himfelf by his prowefs in former wars, and obtained his

prefent pod as the reward of valour : he is alfo inverted with high military infiiifnia,

and has the privilege of wearing on his head a gildtd helmet, or bafon, which Is never

ufed except on (late occafions, when he exhibits a formidable reprcfentatlon of the

meagre knight adorned with iMambrlno's helrnet. The Chekey is a middle aged man,

dull and plethoric. Laft iu oflke was our acquaintance the Sere-dogee, about fortv,

t4 faJlv
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fidly alHlfted with ihe rheumatifin. The afTiduoua attentions of this qooJ natured

man, though perhaps diftatcd by poh'cy, were both pleafinj; and ufeful, and, to

appearance at leaft, perfeftly difinterelted. I had prelented him with fome trifles, a

piece of muflin, one of fillc, and a few yards of broad cloth ; which he accepted, he
laid, not for their value, but as a token of my good opinion. He one day brought

his daughter, a child of fix years old, with him, to pay me a vifit. After taking

notice of her, I fpread a piece of Bengal filk over her flioulders> as is the cuftom when
one makes a prcfent to an inferior. The father thanked me with great cordiality, but
returned the piece, faying, he feared I might think he brought the child with a view

to ex trad a prefent ; and that I fliould have occafion for all the articles I had got to

give away, if I expedked to fatisfy every body who would look for a gratifica-

tion ; I difclainied the firft fuppofition, but could not overcome the delicacy of his

Icruplcs.

Thele offlcp»-s exercife the funftion of magiftrates, and hold feparate courts at their

own houfes, for the determination of petty fuits. Each has his diflind department

;

but this private urifdidlion is very limited : all caufes of importance relating to pro-

perty, and matter J of an high criminal nature, are folemnly tried in open court. The
three before-mentioned officers unite, and form a tribunal, which fits at the rhoom *»

or public hall of juftice, where they hear the parties, examine witnefles, and take

(li'pofitions in writing : thefe depofitions are fent to the Maywoon, who reprefents the

King, and the judges tranfmit their opinions along with the evidence, which the

Maywoon ei; her confirms or r^jefts as he thinks proper, and, in cafes of capital con-

viftion, orders execution, or pardons the culprit. From his judgment there lies no
appeal, except when it happens that an offender who holds an office under a royal

commiffion is brought to trial ; in that cafe, the hiinutes of ^the evidence taken in

court muft be forwarded to the council of ftate, to be by them fubmitted to the King,

vho himfelf applies the law, and awards the fentence.

We had now f'pent nearly three weeks at Pegue, and feen every thing worthy of

notice, which, in a place ib lately refcued from a defert ftate, could not be very

interefting or various. Gathering clouds and a gloomy horizon foretold the approac'n

of the fouth-weft monfoon ; and we had reafon mortly to expedl the arrival of a royal

meffenger, to notify His Majefty's pleafure in regard to our further progrefs. Having

alio feveral arrangements to make at Rangoon preparatory to our departure, it becanie

expedient to appoint a day for quitting Pegue ; I therefore intimated to the Maywoon
my intention, and fixed on the 15th to take my leave, on which day I vifited him

in form. After half an hour's cheerful converfation, he a(ked me with much ear-

ncftnefs, whether we were pleafed with the reception and treatment we had received ;

in return, I gave him the moft ample affurances of our entire fatisfa£Hon, expreffed my
icnfe of his pafl kindnefs, and my reliance on his future friendihip : he feemed happy to

iind that wc were contented, and handfomely apologized for the reftraint and apparent

rudenefs we had iufhiined on our firft coming to Rangoon, which, he faid, originated in

mifconception. Thus we parted with perfect complacency on both fides.

Nor was this acknowledgment, on my part, mere matter of empty compliment

;

although 1 thought, that on certain occafions he might have relaxed from the oftentatious

dignity which he cautioufly preferved ; yet he never was deficient in politenefs. His

attjutioiis to our accommodation and convenience were unremitting j and we ex-

I s .*;

Called Kouiidaye by Europeani.
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pcritnceJ, dining the term of our refidence, uniform civility from all liis iK-pendants,

which, in fact, coiiiprifes the whole of the inhabitants of Pcgue.

CHAP. IV. — I.tuve P.^uc— Reach the Vilhi^c cf Dec/a. — /flmndtinrc ofCuinie.—
Biiff'uloa— their AiUipatl'i to the Colour cf Red ur Scarlet.—Decja infejled by Ti^^ersy

iitiU Wild EttpbiiHti.— Reach Ruii^Qon.— Ccu^rnphical Fojttion of Fe^ue, crroncniijly

laid down in modern Maps.— Members 'f the I ii;^Hjh Deputation rijide ivithin the

I'orti/ications of Rangoon. — Mijtrujl evinced by the principal Inhabitanti,— Defrip.

lion of the 'Jlun of Rangoon— Swine and Do^s ntmcrous,— Receive much tifeful

Informationfrom an Italian Mijficnary, — Account of the People called Careaners —
of ti.e Temple of Shoedagon^. — Birmans fond of Religious froccj/ions. -—Account of

the Rhahaans, or Eccleliajlics.— Meet the Sereda-w, or High Prie/i of Rangoon—
His Character. — Virgin Priejlcjjes,— Reafon of the Abolition of their Order.

CAPTAIN Thomas and Dr. Buchanan, Vi'wh a proportion of the baggage and

forvants, kit Pej^'ue on the a ill, to reiurii to Rangoon; Mr. Wood and niyfclf were

ready to embark on the 26th. We went on board in the afternoon, attended by the

Nakhaan, two inferior oflicers of government, and the public interpreter ; the ren binder

of our domelHcs; followed in a feparatc boat. The heavy rains that fell during the night

incommoded the rowers and retarded ourprogrefs; next morning the weather cleared

lip, but towards noon the Iky again become overcalt, and feenied to promile a ilormy

night. About two o'clock we reached a village on the eafl bank, called Deel'a, at which

place we found two commodious houles unoccupied, clofe to the river. Our boatiii(.a

being fatigued, and there appearing no probability of being able to reach Rangoon
by the night's tide, I judg 'd it advilable to take up our quarters lierc until the

morning.

Shortly after our arrival had been ?.nnounced, the Miou-gee, or chief perfon of the

village, came to pay his refpccts. lie infornied me, that at this fealon of the year

his village and thole adjacent, were nearly dcferted by the men, who were all lent on

the fervice of government, to make fait by the fea-fide, h iving their wives, children,

and aged parents at home. The article of fait produces confiderable revenue to tlie

Aate : the peafantry are employed in preparing it durir.i', ne hot feafon : as foon as the

monfoou lets in, they return to their habitations, anc .ill their lands until the time

comes round for a renewal of their annual labour on the coaft , which does not occupy

more than four months in the year.

Making inquiries refpefting what game the country produced, the Miou-gee tol I

me that it aboundrd ui various kinds, particularly deer ; and that if I chofe to walk

out with my gun, he would be my guide, and undertake to (hew me a herd of ;\nt'"-

lopes at no great dillance. I accepted the offer with pleafure : we wtnt through tfic

village, which did not contain moi'e than fifty houles, comfortable in appearance, and

well raifcd from the ground : the women and children flocked to their doors, and

fcreauu J with aflonilhment at feeing fuch a phanomenon as an Englilli oHicer droil'td

in his uniform. Proceeding to the eaflward, about a mile from the town, we entered

an t'xtenfive plain, where the tall rank grafs had been confumed by fir/, to allow tlit-

growth ot the more delicate (hoots as paflurag'.' for the cattle. Htre we foon difco-

vercd a herd of deer, but fo watchful and wild, that I could only get near enough to

fire a random (hot froui a ritie, which did not take cJfed. In endeavouring to .ip«

proach

away.
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proacli them unporccivctl, I left my fcrvants and guiile at a confidcrablo dlftance, and
took a circuit by inylcU, out of iij^ht ot my companions. A drove of butfaloi-s bc-

bnginp to the villagers happciK-d to be nif!;h at iho time that I difcharj(cd my gun
;

alarmed at the noiie, the whole troop raileil their heads, and, iullead of running

away, I'eemcd to Ihiml on the difenfive. I walked leifurely Irom them, when two
came out of the herd, and, with their tails and heads erect, trotted towards me, not

in a ftraight line, but making h.dla circlo, as if afraid to advance : they were too near

for me to think of cfciiping by (light ; I therefore kept on at a moderate pace, in aa
oblique diredUon, Hopping at times, with my face towards lhen\, on which they alio

ibod iUll, and looked at me; but when 1 refumed my way, they immediately ad-

vanced ; in this circuitous manner one of them rame lb clofe that 1 felt my lituatioii

extremely awkward. I had reloaded my rifle whilil I walked, but refervcd it for an

extremity. As the bead approached, I flopped more frequently, which always checked

his progrefs for a time ; but he had now drawn lb nigh, that I expected every inflant

to have a diredt ch;u-ge made at me: fortunately the Miou-gce from a didancc dif-

covered my fituation ; he hallooed out, and made figns by taking off his blue cotton

jacket, holding it up in the air, and then throwing it down. 1 immediat. ly compre-

hended his meaning, and, whilft I edged away, flipped off my fcarlet coat, which I

flung, together with my hat, into fome long grafs, where they lay concc aled ; the buf-

falo inftantly defifted from the purfuit, and returneil towards the herd, quietly grazing

as he retired. This circumftance proves, that the buffalo entertains the fame antipathy

to the colour of red or fcarlet that f( me other animals are known to do. The Miou-

gee, when I joined him, feemed quiti as much alarmed as I was j he faid, that if I

had fuflaincd any injury, his head would hi,\e j)uid the forfeit of the accident.

The country inland appeared to be cleared of trees and brufliwood to a confiderable

diftancc ; but on the banks of the river, to the north and foulh, the thickets bordered

on the village, and, I was told, abounded in jungle* fowl and peacocks; hut my
guide requefted that I would not venture in, tor fear of tigers, which, he laid, fre-

quently came prowling round the village at night, and fometimes carried away their

dogs, but durfl not attack their buffaloes, who, to all appearance, were a match for

any tiger, and almofl as fierce. The inhabitants alfo complained of being much mo-
leflcd in the wet feafon by wild elephants, that occupy, in great numbers, a forcfl

twelve miles to the north-eafl. 'i'hefe powerful animals, allured by the early crops of

rice and fugar-canc, make predatory excurfions in large troops, and do a great deal of

mifchief, devaftating more than they devour. '1 he poor peafantry have often to la-

ment the dcllrudion of their moll expofed plantations.

Next morning before daylight we left Deefa with the firft of the ebb ; at ten o'clock

we reached Rangoon, and landed at our former dwelling below the town. Baba-

Sheen, who had travelled all night, arrived about he fame hour from Pegue.

How much it is to be lamented, thali the country we had jull Icir, one of the f lireft

and moft healthful on the globe, fhould remain, for the greater parr, a fblitary dofert

;

whilft fb many of the human race are condemneil to languifii away lite in noxious re-

gions, or extra£t, by incelTaiit labour, a fcanty fubfifteiice from a barren foil ! The na-

tives of the adjacent iflunds ol Nicobar, whole fwoUen limbs and difeafed bodies evince

the peflilential atmofphero they breathe, might here prove ufeful members of general

• This is a bird well known to fportfmcn in India ; it diffirs little from the common barn-door fowl,

except tliat the wild fort are all fimilar iu vujour — u Jiirk red, with black brcall aud legs. The flelh is

»i.ij' dehcate.
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focietv, live In the enjoyment of a falubrioiis climnte, fiipply their own, and contrihnt^
to ii'iiove the wants ot others. But it nuift require u long and uninterru|)ted term of
peace to renew the pi)pulation of Fegue. Should it ever be fo fortunate, there can
Re little doubt th.i' IVgue will be numbered amongft the moll flourilhing and delightful

countries of the Kaft.

The authoriti«'s on which the peography of the city and river of Pcg\ichas been bid
down, though doubtUTs the bell that could be procured, are nevcrthclclii far from
being accurate. The Pegue river is called by the natives Bago<j Kioiip, or Pegue ri-

vulet, to dillinguifh it from Mioup, or river. It is navigable but a very few miles to

the northward of the city of Pegue, and for this it is indebted wlwlly to the aclion of
the tide. T' 'ui.s no conmiunication with the fea, except by the Rangoon river, and in

the fair fe.iion, at low water, is alniofl dry. There feems to iiave been a miftake of
this Itream for the Sitang river, about fifteen miles call of Pegue, which is a great and
Independent 'vidy of w:iter, that partly defcribes the courfe that in the n>ap is given to

what is called the Pegue river.

Nor does the incridian meitfuremetit of the city of Pegtie, as reported by former
travellers, at all correfpond with later obfervations. Mr. Wood, an accurate aftro-

nomcr, and fumiflied with excellent inflruments, places Pegue in 17* 40' north lati-

tude, above forty geographical miles fouth of the jx>fui(m alligned to it in the map.
The diflercnce in longitude is lefs than that of latitude. Mr. VVood, from a mtan of
obfervations of the immerfion and emerfion of Jupiter's fatellitcs, determines Pegue to

be in 96' 1
1' 15", about thirty-two miles well of its fuppofed fituatioti. Thisealtward

error may have given occafion to the miltake of the Siiang river for that of Pegue.
Indeed the auflmrities for the geography of this country are, in nu)ft places, imperfed,
and in fome altogether erroneous.

The ruinous state and uncomfortable fiiuation of the dwelling afligned to us on our
firll arrival, rendered it defirable to remove into the town ; and, as a proper under-

(landing was now eftabliflied with the Rangoon government, no objection whatever

was made to our taking up our abode wherever we thought proper. 1 accordingly

liifed two large houfes, one for the gentlemen of the deputation, the other for our
attendants ; thefe were made of timber, fufficiently fpacious, but ill adapted to the

climate, being clofe, and covered with tiles, which retained and tranfmitted the heat

long after the fun had fet : they were, however, the bed that could be procured, and
we felt ourfelves more at eafe from refiding within the inclofurc of what is called the

Fort of R angoon.

Being freed from the reflraint impofed on us before we went to Pegue, we now en-

joyed the full liberty of collefling information, and feeing whatever was worth notice.

i\lth()ugh a liberal licence was thus granted to us, I ftill found, on the part of tliole

perfons who wi re befl capable of communicating knowledge, a miflruftful unwillinir-

iiel's to reply to my queftions, which they evaded, rather than declined anfwering ; a

tonduft that created in me more regret than fiirprife ; it was a natural jealoufy, which
•at this time I did not think it prudent to increale by minute inquiries into the internal

Hate of the country, and the political cEconomy of their government.

Increafing trade, and confequent population, have extended the prcfent town far

beyond the limits that formerly comprehended Rangoon, as it was originally founded
by Alompra. It ftietchcs along the bank of the river about a nule, and is not more
rhan n third of a mile in breadth. The city or miou • is a fquare, furrounded by a

.
5f,j

Miou i) a tern; ajipliod ciUicr to a city or adiftridt.

high
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hij^h ftockadc, and on the north fiJc it is further ftrcnj^thened by an indifferent foffe,

acrofs which a wooden bridgf is tlirown ; in this tacc there ;irc two gates, in each of

the others only one. Wt)()den ilages are creded in I'everal places within the ftockadc,

for niiil'qi'.cteers to (land on in cal'e of an lUtack. On the Ibuth fide, towards the river,

which is about twenty or thirty yards from the nalifade, there are a number of huts,

and .hree wharfs, wiili cranes for landing goods. A battery of twelve cannon, fix

and niiu-poimders, raifoii on the bank, commands the river ; but the guns and car-

riages are in luch a wrctcheil condition, that they could do little execution. Clofe to

the principal wharf are two commodious wooden houfci, ufetl by the merchants as an

exchattge, where they ufually meet in the cool of the morning and evening, to con-

verfe and tranfafk bulmels. 'I'hc ftreets of the town are narrow, and much inferior to

thofe of Pegue, but clean, and well paved ; there are numeroiu channels to carry oft"

the rain, over which llrong planks are laid, to prevent an interruption of intercourfe.

The houfcs are railed on polls from the ground ; the fmallcr fupported by bamboos,

the larger by llrong timbers. All the officers of government, the mofl opuknt mer-
chants, and pcrfons of confideration, live within the fort ; (hipwrights, and people of

inferior rank, inhabit the fuburbs ; and one entire ftreet, called Tackally, is exclu-

fively afligned to common prullitutes, who are not permitted to dwell within the pre-

cinds of the fortificatixjn.

Swine are luffered to roam about the town at large : thefe nnimals, 'vhich are with

reafon held unclean, do not belong to any particular owners; they are fer .uits

of the public, common fcavengers ; they go under th<' houfes, and devour the i h.

The Birmans arc alfo fond of dogs, numbers of whicli inleil the Itrccts ;. the ! rtsd is

fmall, and extremely noify ; whenever we walked out, the inhabitan'" were apprized

of our approach by the loud barking of thefe troubleiome curs.

I was now honoured occafionally with vifits from all the ;aen of cfl dal -jonfequence

in Rangoon ^ but although they paid me this compliment, the grcati!ft formality and

caution were Hill preferved in their deportment and language. Baba-Sheen was the

only perfon with whom we held familiar mtercourfe, and throvigh him every attention

was paid to our wants. From this conduft, however, I judged it prudent to fufpend

the altronomical obfervations which Mr. Wood was defirous to make, and not to em-
ploy my draftfman until a longer acquaintance had removed their fufpicions.

Amongft the foreigners who came to pay their refpeds to the Englilh gentlemen,

was an Italian miflionary, named Vincentius Sangermano, who had been deputed to

this country about twenty years before, by the Society de Propaganda : he feemed a

very refpcdable and intelligent man, fpoke and wrote the Binnan language fluently,

and was held in high eltimation by the natives for his exemplary life and inofFenfive

manners. His congregation conClled of the defcendaii. t ! former Portugueze colo-

nics, who, though numerous, are in general very poor \ aey, however, had eretled

a neat chapeL, and purchafed for their pallor a piece of ground a mile from the town,

on which a neat comforsable dwelling was built, aiul a garden inclofed. He is in-

debted ibr his fubfiltence to the voluntary contributions of his llock j in return for

their charity, he educates their children, inltrufts them in the tenets of the Romifh.

faith, and perfornis mafs twice a day at the chapel.

From this reverend father I received much ufeful information ; he told me of a fin-

gular defcription of people called Carayners, or Carianers, that inhabit ditferent parts

of the country, paricularly the wellern provinces of Dalla and Uallien, H-vcral focieties

of whon\ alfo dwell in the diftrifts adjacent to Rangoon. He reprefented them as a

fimple innocent race, fpeaking a language dillind from that of the Birmans, and enter-

taining

A. s.

^:V.
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tainiiiq rudo notions of religion. They lead quite a pafloral life, and are the nioft

indullrious fubjods of the (late: their villa^'es form a feLd community, from whicii

t!icy exclude all other feifts, and never relide in a city, intermingle, or mairy with

ftranijers. They profefs and fl.itlly obferve utiiveribl peace, not engaging in war,

or taking part in conteds for dominion, a fyftem that necefiarily places then; in a (late

of lubjedion to the ruling power of the day. Agriculture, the care of cattle, and

rearing poultry, are almoll their only occupati'^as. A great part of the provilions

uled in the country is railed by the Carianers, and they particularly excel in gardening.

They have of late years been heavily taxed and opprell'ed bv the great Hirman land-

holders, in conlequence of which numbers have withdrawn into the mountains of

Arracan. They have traditional maxims of juriiprudence for their internal govern-

ment, but are without any written laws: cuftom, with them, conflitutes the law.

Some learn to fpeak the Birman tongue, and a few can read and write it imjierfedly.

Thev are timorous, honeft, mild in their manners, and exceedingly hofpitable to

ftrangers.

The temple of Shocdagon*, or Dagoung, about two miles and a half north of

Rangoon, is a very grand building, although not fo high, by twenty-five or thirty

feet, as that of Shoemadoo at Pegue. It is much more ornamented ; the terrace on

which it (lands is railed on a rocky eminence, confiderably higher than the circum-

jacent country. It is afcended by above a hundred Hone Ueps, that have been fuffertd

to fall into decay. The fituation renders Shoedagon a confpicuous objeft at the diftance

of many miles. The tee and the whole of the fpire are richly gilded, which, when
the fun (hines, exhibit a fingularly fplendid appearance.

The fmall auxiliary buildings are yet more nu..icrous than thofe that furround the

bafe of the Pegue temple. Perceiving that feveral of thefe were in a ruinous ftate,

whilft the foundations of others were juft laid, and ioine half finilhed, 1 alked why
they did not repair the damages of the old before they erccled new ones, and was

toll!, that to mend a decayed praw or temple, though an acl of piety, was not fo me-

ritorious as to erect a new one ; that fometimcs the old ones were repaired by thofe

who were unwilling or unable to be at the expence of a complete building ; but this

entirely depended on the means and inclination of the donor.

The borders of the terrace on which the temple is raifed are planted with fhady

trees in regular rows ; from this eminence there is a beautiful and extenfive profped
;

the Pegu and Rangoon rivers are feen winding through a level woody coun'ry, and

the temple of Syriam, little inferior to thofe that have been defcribed, (lands near the

jundlion of the llreams. The rainy monfoori had now fet in, and inundations were

• The namr of this temple, whiih fignific» Golden Dagoii, naturally recalls to mind tlie panares in tin-

Srriptiires where the " houfcof Dagon" is mentioned, anu the image of idolatry bows down before the

boly ark.

" Next came one

Who moiini'd in carnell, when the captive ark

^fai^^d Ilia bnite image, head and liaiids lopt off

In hi^i own feniple, on the grunfel edge.

Where he (A\ fiat, a!»d Iham'd his worlhippers:

Dagon hia name, fea moiider, upward man
And downward fi(h : yet had lii» temple high

Rear'd in Azotiis, Jie.ided through the coall

Of I'aleftinc, in Ga'li and Afcalon,

And Actaron and Gazi's frontier bounds." milton, I. i.

The rtfemblancc is too ftriknig to pafs unnoticed ; at the fame time it fliould be obfervtd, that analogic*

of lhi» kind, though always plcaiii'g, are often deceptive.
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formed in fc'vcral places. It would have been a more pleafing, though perhaps L-fs

jiiduivriiup fccnc, had Jlie plains been cleared, and the fields laid out tor cultivation :

wo could obfervc few marks of improvement j woods, lakes, and rivers, prefented

thotiirclvos on every fide.

'i'hc road leading from the city to the temple is formed with care ; a wide caufeway

ill the centre prevents the rain from lodging, and throws it off to the fides : nuniberlcis

little fpires are ranged along the edge of the road, in which are niches to receive fmall

images of their divinity Gaudma. Several kioums or nionafleries lay in this diretSliion,

generally removed a Ihort diftance from the public way, under the fhade of pipal or
tamarind trees.

The Birmans, like all the natives of the call, are fond of proceffions ; fcarce.y a
week palfes that there is not a religious difplay in Rangoon ; either a funeral of fonie

perfon wiio leaves fufficient to defray the expence of a pompous public burning, or the

ceremony of admitting youths into the convents of the Rhahaans ; on the latter

occafiou parents vie with each other, and fpare no coft : the principal charge confifts

in entertainments, and the cuilomary prefents to the Rhahaans. The age uf induft?on

is generally from eight to twelve years. When a boy is to be introduced into a con-

vent, either as a temporary refident, or with a view to future confecration, his friends

prepare their offerings of cloth, rice, preferves, fruit, fans, culhions, mats, and
houi'ehold utenfils. On an appointed day he parades the ftreets, dreffeid in yellow,

and mounted on a horfe richly caparifoned, I i by two fervants : a band of raufic goes

before, and a party of Rhahaans encircle him : his male friends follow in a troop, and
the females of their families bring up the rear, the latter carrying on their heads the

offerings meant for the Rhahaans. Thus they proceed to the convent of which the

novice is to become a member, where he is prefented in form to the fenior of the

brotherhood. This ceremony is repeated three times, and at each perambulation

frelh prefents are to be provided.

The kioums, or convents of the Rhahaans, are different in their flrufture from
common houfes, and much refemble the architecture of the Chincfe ; they are made
entirely of wood : the roof is compoi'ed of different ftages, fupported by ftrong pillars

j

the infide comprehends one large hall ; the whole houfe is open at the fides ; fome
are curioufly carved with various fymbolic reprefentatiotis of the divinity. There are

no apartments for the private recreation of the Rhahaans ;
publicity is the prevailinj^

fvftem of Birman coadud, and they admit of no fecrets either in church or (late.

From the many convents in the neighbourhood of Rangoon, the number of

Rhahaans and Phonghis • muft be very confiderable ; I was told that it exceeded

J i;oo. This citimatc muft include thofe in their novitiate. Like the C'armelites, they

go barefooted, and have their heads clofc Ihaven, on which thoy never wear any
covering.

Yi'l'ow is the only colour worn by the priefthood ; they luwe a long lonfo cloak

which they wrap round them l"o as to cover moil part of the body ; they profefs

colihacy, and to abflain from every fenfual indulgence. Tie prolcribed punilhment.

for a Rhahaan detcded in an ad of incontinence, is expulfion and public difgracc ;

the delinquent is fcated on an al's, and his tace daubed \.ith black paint interrporled

vith i'pots of white ; he is thus led through the ftreets, with a drum Ix^ating before

him, and afterwards turned out of tlie city : but fuch inftances of dej^radalioii are very

rare. The juniors are reftrided from wandering about liccntioufly, either by day or

' W
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• The jnftvior order of pricfts, vulgarly called Talliipoiiis.
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night. Thcrp is a prior in every convent, who has a difcretionary power to grant

perniiflion to go abroad.

The Rhahaans never drefs their own viifluals, holding it an abufe of time to perform

any of the common fum^ions of life, which, fo long as they occupy, mult divert thtin

from tiie abftrad: contemplation of the divine eflence. They receive the contributions

of the laity ready cooked, and prefer cold toud to hot. At the dawn of the morning

thfy begin to perambulate the town, to colled fupplies for the day : each convent

fends forth a cendn number of its members, who walk at a quick pace through the

ftreets, fupportiiig with the right arm a blue lackered box, in which the donations are

dt'pofitod ; thefe ufually confill of boiled rice mixed with oil, dried and pickled filh,

fweetmeats, fruit, &c. During their walk they never caft their eyes to the right nor

to the loft, but keep them fixed on the ground ; they do not flop to folicit, and feldoni

even look at the donors, who appear more defirous to bellow, than the others to

receive. The Rhahaans eat but once a day, at the hour of noon. A niuch larger

quantity of provifion being conunonly procured than fuflices for the members of the

convent, the iurplus is dilpofed of, as charitably as it was given, to the needy llranger,

or the poor fcholars who daily attend them to be inltrucled in letters, and taught their

moral and religious duties.

In the vaiious commotions of the empire., I never heard that the Rhahaans had taken

any active Ihare, or publicly interfered in politics, or engaged in war : by this prudent

conduit they excited no rcfentment : the Birmans and Peguers profefling the fame

religion, whoever were conquerors equally refpeded the minillers of their faith.

I had heard much of the veneration paid to the Seredaw, or head of the Rhahaans
at Rangoon, and by chance had an opportunity of feeing him : he lived in a very

handfome monaltery half a mile from town, on the road leading to Shoedagon. One
evening taking my cuftomary walk, I met him returning from the pagoda : there was

nothing to diltinguifli him from the common Rhahaans ; he wore the fame yellow

drefs, and his head and feet were bare ; his years and abftraded appearance induced

me to alk who he was ; on being told, I turned and joined company with hitn, for

he would not have (topped or gone out of his way had a monarch nccofted him. He
entered freely into conveifation, but kept his eyes fixed invariably c i. n'ic ground before

him : he was a little old man, of feventy-five, and (till walked witii iirm ftep on even

ground : but when he afcended the flairs of his dwelling, he required fupport. lie

goes ever)' day, at the fame hour, to the temple, to offer his devotions, and , .rfonns

the journey, which, going and returning, cannot be Ids than four miles, on foot.

Approaching his grove, he civilly alked mc to come in and reft myfdf; I followed

him, and ue took our feats on mats fpread on the floor, in the centre of a large and

loity hall. Several young Rhaha;uis, who had attended him in his walk, ranged thcui-

felves at a fmall dillance. I was, however, dil'appointed in the expedations I had

formed ; he betrayed a worldly pride inconfiitent with his years and lacred fundion ;

he annour.ced, with much p' np, that he '.vas the head o'.'thc church at Rangoon, and

oftentatioufly difplayed engr.uen on iron plates, his faccrdoral titles, which had been

conferred on him by the prefent and the late King. He feemed to pofl"efs little of

the humility which diftinguiflied the aged prelate of Pegue, and I left him imprelTid

with much Ms reverence than i had entertained for his charader before our
interview.

I was tuld, that formerly there were nunneries of virgin prieftefll'S, who, like the

Rhahaans, wore yellow garments, cut off their hair, and devoted themfelves to challity

and religion j bat thefe focieties were long ago abolifhed, as being injurious to the

1

1
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population of the ftate. At prefcnt there are a few old women who fhave their heads,

wear a white drcfs, follow funerals, and carry water to the convents ; and thefe venerable

dames have fonie portion of rcfpcd paid to them.

CHAP. V.— Population 0/ Rangoon— an Afylum for infohent Debtors.— Religious

Toleration granted to Foreigners.— Province of Dalla^ and Town of Maindti. —
Mima-ShtinrRuii, or the Village of Projlitutcs, — Barbarous Law rcfpeding thefemale
Relations of infolvcnt Debtors. — Treatment of the Women.— River of Rangoon com-

modious for Ship-building—feveral Ships of Burthen on the Stocks. — Birman Ship-

-urights.— Imperial Mandate arrives for the Englifj Deputation to proceed to the

Capital— the Mayzuoon of Fcgue ordered to accompany it.— Huntfmen employed to

catch Alligators and Rhinocerofes.— Reverence of the Birmans for their Braminica!
Ajlroly^crs — they declare a propitious Day for the Maywoon to depart— he leaves

Rangoon — Englijh Deputation prepares tofollozo — Defeription of the Boats y idc.

TI IK population of Rangoon is confidcrable ; there are 5000 regiftered taxable

houfc's in the city and fuburbs ; if each houfe be fuppofed to contain fix people, the

elliinate will amount to 30,000. Having long bi'cn the afylum of infolvent debtors

from the difl'crent fetllements of India, it is crowded with foreigners of defperate

fortunes, who find from the Birmans a friendly reception, and, for the moft part,

fupport themfelves by carrying on a petty trade, which affords a decent fubfiftence to

thoi'e who ad prudently. Here are to be found fugitives from all countries of the

eaft, and of all complexions : the exchange, if I may fo call the common place of their

meeting, exhibits a mot!:y affemblago of merchants, fuch as few towns of much,

greater magnitude can produce ; Malabars, Moguls, Perfians, Parfees, Armenians,

Portugueze, French, and Englifli, all mingle here, and are engaged in various branches

of commerce. The members of this difcordant multitude are not only permitted to

rcfide under the protedion of government, but likewife enjoy the moft liberal toleration

in matters of religion ; they celebrate their feveral rites and feftivals, totally difregarded

by the Birmans, who have no inclination to make profelytes. In the fame ftreet may
be heard the foiemn voice of the Muezzin, calling pious Iflamites to early prayers, and
the bell of the Portugueze chapel tinkling a fummons to Romifli Chriftians. Proccflions

meet and pais each other without giving or receiving caufe of offence. The Birmans

never trouble themfelves about the religious opinions of any fed, nor difturb their

ritual ceremonies, provided they do not break the peace, or meddle with their own
ilivinity Gaudma ; but if any perfcn commit an outrage, which the Muffulmen, in

their zeal for the true faith, will fometimes do, the offender is fure to be put into

the flocks : and if that docs not calm his turbulent enthufiafm, they baftinado him into

tranquillity.

I'hc violence of the rainy monfoon prevented our making dillant cxcurfion?, which,

e prefcnt ftage of the miffion I fliould perhaps have avoiilcd had the weather been

iurable. Our morning rides and evening walks feldom extended beyond the great

temple, that bting the beft roail. Dr. Buchanan one morning went acrofs to the well

fiJe of the river, on the bank of which oppofite to Rangoon, is a oonliderable town,

called Moindu, the refidence of the governor of the province of Dalla, who hxs already

le.n mentioned as having como down to meet the deputation on its (irfl arrival. 'I'hit:

government is entirely diflind from Rangoon, on the call fide. '1 ho rank ot the

Governor is much inferior to that of the Maywoon of Pe^ue; notwiilillanJiuj; whieh,

the latter cannot apprehend a criminal within the jurildidion of Dalla, by his own

3 M 2 auiln>riiv
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authority. The city of Dal la, from whence the province takes its name, is faid to be

ou the weft fide of the China liuckier river, and was formerly a place of confiderable

importance. The town of Maindu is compofed of one long ftreet : at the eaft end is a

cr<vk, which goes all the w.iy to Baflien, aiid har. twelve feet depth of water, at high

tide
i
on the weft fide is a fmaller creek, on the bank of which Hands a village called

1\!! na-Shun-Rua, or the village ofproftitutcs, being inhabited whc-lly by women of ih;\t

dcfcription.

Proilitution in this, as in all other countries, is the ultimate rcfort of female wretched-

r/.rs ; but Ik re it is often attended with circumftances of peculiar and unmerited

riiilrv. Many who follow this courfe of life are not at their own difpolal, nor receive

the earnings of their unhappy profeflion ; they are flaves fold by creditors to a licenlld

pander, for debts more frequently contraded by others than by themfclves. According

to the laws of Pcgue, he who incurs a debt which he cannot pay becomes the property

of his creditor, who may claim the infolvent debtor as his flave, and oblige him to

perform menial fervice until he liquidates ihe debt : nor docs the unhappy man always

fiifler in his own perlon alone, his immediate relatives are often included in the bond,

and when that is the cafe, arc; lijible to be attached and fold to difcharge the obligation.

The wrctchediien^ into which this inhuman law plunges whole families is not to be

defcribed. hmocent women are often dragged from domellic comfort and happinefs

;

and from the folly or misfortune of the mailer of the houfe, in which they perhaps

have no blame, are foJd to the licenfed fuperintendant of the tackally, who, if they

poflefs attradions, pays a high price for them, and reimburfes himfelf by the wages of

their proftitution.

In their treatment of the fofter lex the Birnians are deftitu'e both of delicacy and

humanity, confidctLig women as little fuptrior to the brute ftock of their farms. The
lower clafs ot Birmans make no fcruj^le of felling their daughters, and even their wives,

to foreigners why come to pafs a temporary rehdence ainongit tiiem. It reflects no

difgrace on any of the parties, and the woman is not difhonoured by the connc6\ion.

Refpecling the tnide of Rangoon, the commodities which the country is capable

of producing, the prefeut (late of its conmicrce, and the obftacles that check its

growth, I fhall have occafion to fpeak more at length in anotlier part of this work :

it is fufficier; here to oblerve that teak, the nioft durable wood that is known, and bcf!:

adapted for the conitrucHon of fliips, is produced in the forefls of the Birman and

Pegue empires in inexhaullible abundance. The river of Rangoon is equally coni-

modiousfor the conftruc^ion of fliips ; the fpring tides rife twenty feet in perpcndiciihu*

height ; the banks are foft, and fo flat that there is little need of laboHr for the frrina-

tion of docks : veflels of any burden may be built. Nature has liberally done her part

to render Rangoon the moft flourifliing feaport of the oaliem world.

There were at this time feveral fliips from 600 to 1000 tons burden on the {\rck^ ;

one belonging to the Maywoon of Pi-guc, about 900 ions, was confidered by prciF 1-

fional men as a fpecimen oi excellent workmaiifliip ; it was entirely wroughi by Kir-

man carpenters, and formed on a French model, as are moft of the fliips built in i.ik

rier, the Birmans having received their firft rudiments of the art from that nailui.

i hrec or four vt-fllls of burden were likewife in a ftate of forwardnefs, belongm'jj t)

Knglifti adventurers ; and one (lill larger than the reft, almoft ready to be launch^.!,

the property of the governor of Maindu, the town on the oppofite fide. If this fl; ,)

was not compofed of prime materials, the building at leaft was well attended to ; every

morning the governor's wife croflcd the river in her hufband's barge, attended bv two

or three female fervants after landing, (lie commonly took her feat on one of the

timbers
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timbers in the yard, and overlooked the workmen for fome hours, aTter which fhe

returned home, and ffidom miffed cominp back in the evening, to fee that the day's

tafk had been completed. The flip on which the (hip was built happened to be con-

tiguous to our firfl: habitation, a circumftance that caufed us to remark her conftant

vifits : curiofitv, however, did not prompt her, or any of her attendants, to come within

our precinfts, whilft decorum deterred us from making advances towards an acquaint-

ance. Her hufband never accompanied her, and fhe did not feem to require his aid.

Women in the Birman country are not only good houfewives, but likewife manage the

niore important mercantile concerns of their hufbands, and attend to their intereOs in

all out-door tranfadions : they are induftrious to the greateft degree, and are faid t£> be
good mothers, and feldom from inclination unfaithful wives. If this be a true cha-

ruv^er, they meet with a mofl ungenerous return, for, as was before obierved, the men
treat them as beings of a very fubordinate order.

Whi.fl: we admired the ftrudure and materials of thefe fliips, we could not overlook

the mode in which the work was executed, and the obvious merit of the artificers. In

Bengal, a native carpenter, though his bufmefs is commonly well done, yet, in his

manner of performing it, excites the furprife and ridicule of Europeans ; he cuts his

wood with a diminutive adze, in a feeble and flow manner ; and when he wants to

turn a piece of timber, has recourfe to a coolee, or labourer, that attends him ; num-
bers there compenfate for the want of individual energy ; notwithftanding this, they

finilh what they undertake in a mafterly manner. The Birman fhipwrights are athletic

men, and pofl'efs, in an eminent degree, that vigour which diflinguiflies Europeans,

and gives them pre-eminence over the enervated natives of the eaft ; nor do I imagine

that the inhabitants of any country are capable of greater bodily exertion than the

IJirmans.

The month of May was now far advanced, and wc became a little impatient at re-

maining fo long in a ftate of uncertainty, efpecially as the officers of government did

not at all relax in the formality and coldnefs of their deportment, nor were we yet

allured wluit might be the nature of our reception at court. From this unpleafant fliate

of ful'pcnfe we were at length agreeably relieved by the arrival of a letter. from the

jVIaywoon of Pegue to the council of Rangoon, acquainting them that he had received

the imperial mandate to make preparations for our conveyance by water to the capital

;

and that it was His Majefly's farther pleafure that he fliould accompany the deputation

in perfon. Baba-Shcen loft no time in imparting to me the intelligence, which was
foon after communicated by an official mefl'age from the Raywoon, inviting me to th?

Rhoom, or public h-a!l, to hear the order formally announced in council. This was a

ceremony which 1 begged leave to decline; but 1 fent my moonfliee, or Perfian fecre-

taiT, to atttnd the meeting.

Our vifit to Ummerapoora being now a meafure decided on ry the highefl autho-

rity, it became requTite to mai.-' fome inquiries refpe£ling our accommodations for the

voyage. Being well aware that no Heps could be taken except through the regular

channels ot authority, I applied to the Raywoon to obtain permiflion to purchafe fuitable

boats for the ufe ot the deputation : an inf^^rior officer waited on me, to reprefcnt, '^n

tlu' part of the Raywoon, that it was incuiuiitent with the ufagc of their government to

ailmit of a public minillcr being at any expencc for hiscon\ \.mce : and that the ''•

. r-

intendant of the port had received inltruclions to prepare as many boats as I th .i..,it:

ncceflary. Tliis, I underltood, was an ellabliflied point of etiquette, from which liiey

could not pofilbly recede. I exprefled regret at putting the government to fo !;rcat

an cxpcnce ; but rcqucllcd, as ihc Icafon w^s boiitcrous, and the voyage not a Ihort

ooe.
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one, that the vefl'els niig'it be examinee! by an Englifli flilpwright, and fuch alteration-;

made as would render tliein commodiou ; to Europeans, which the boats of the natives,

both from their (Irudluic and infufficieni covering, are far from being. My defire mtt

a cheerful compliance.

Conformably to the imperial mandate, the Myywoon left Peguc, and arrlv.'d at

Rangoon on tlie 251(1 of ^lay : his retinuo was numerous ; and as no piiioa or i;i,r;5

official confequencc, when funuuoned '.u attend the (ioldcn Feet can "Jure Jiim.vU' i f

returning to his government, or oflic?, in order to bo prepared for what' v.-r mitht
occur, he brought with him his wife aiiu fiimi'y as the companions of I;is vc-are. (^n

the day after his arrival I paid i im a vjiit j he was extremely civil, ai< I ftruir^'* inr >

'"

his ready fervicrs on every occasion.

About this tini; an order came from :ourt to the ntovinci;vi o-overnni Tit of Pogiie,

which furniflicd a fubjeft of much conviilation. ' v,,is told 'h^t ih. Kmperor of

China, h.i/ing never feen a rhinoceros, or an alligatur, 'j^-tertained an ardent defire to

view i\:ok- formidable animals before his death, and had intimated his wiih, throuf^h a

a proiincia) Icgiue from Yuium, who had lately arrived ar Ui ;nera[.»ora for the pur.

pofe of iV. ling loine mercaiaile rrangements. The King of Ava, ibiicltons to gratify

his uujf'iil bivithcr ( * (;hin:t, ha<' '.ignified his ph.'afure to his rhie: miaiittr, vvJ! nt

the order bcIoii-iuiiU'rii d, the purport of which, I uiiderfluud, \\as to c. 'ch tw.nry

alligator^', and ;iS ma- v vt i! e rhinocer s tribe, and convey them to the metropolis,

whence they were fo be traij- iied to Ov. imperial city of Pee-Kien. Thofe who made
elephant -luiminj: ihdr pn,f"ffion- -jvcrc dii'putehed to the forefts, and ftrong nets wt-ro

thrijwn acrofs aie 3*egue ra ev. nn th-- fands of which when the tid. ebbed, ! had feen in

the courfe of !i>" ji i;rney 10 Pegue, a much greater number than His Majefty required.

The fifliermen began iuccefsfully ; feveral alligators were taken in two or three days,

and put into bouts, in the bouoms f)f which wells were conilrucli d. The crocodiK;

and alligator, although thry are accounted amphibious animals, caniiot long fupport iilc

ou^ of the water. The rlunoceros hunters, I afterwards learned, vere not equally

fortunatv'.

In a former part of this work it h.'s been mentioned, that the Birmans, notwith-

iiandirg they are Hindoos of the feet of Boodhj and not difcipies of Brahma, neverthe-

lefs reverence the Brahmins, and seknDwIedge their fuperiority in fcit nee over their

own pii jfls or Rhahaans. The partiality which the King, who is guided in every mov(.'.

meiM by ullrological advice, inanifells in th'ir favour, has given celebrity to their pre-

didions, and brought ihcm fo much into fulhion, that there is not a Viceroy or Alay.

woon who h..s not in his houfehold fome of thefe domeflic fages, whom he confults on

k-' important occafions, and fomctimes on occafions of no importance whatever, 'i'hc

Maywoon of Pegue, whole viceroyalty, though not the molt extenlive, is the mcili:

lucrative in the empire, maintains a number of Brahmins, whofe couniel he defired as

to the moll h)rtunate day and hour to con^nence the journey. After due deliberation,

the 28tU of May, at eight o'clock in the tixorning, was pronounced the molt propitious

for departure, and that time was accordingly appointed. Uiiluckily our boats could not

be ,"01 In readinefs quite fo fooa ; but as there was no refilling the (tars, the Maywoon
decl'.red his regret at the fupernatural necefl'.ty that compelled him to precede us, pro-

mifing, however, to wait at the head of the Rangoon river, where i* branched from

the great Itreain of the Irrawaddy, until we IJiouid j.)in him, the vli-h ce being not

mor.» than tuo days* journey. 1 acquiefced in the propriety of ft iig every tem-

poraJ concern to the difpofal of fate, and hoped that he would no' i> any confuler-

aiion for us to interfere with 1. \va arrangements. On tlu ';'v J, at feven in the

moniin[!;
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morning, he pafTcd our habitation, and proceeded with much pomp to the watcr-fidc",

himfcli^^ on horfeback, his lady iu a palanquin, and his cliildrcn carried aftridc on men's
Ihoulders. His own barge way very handlbme, and of the (IrucUiro appertaining to

nobility ; it was attended by feveral war-boats ready manned, witla a number of com-
mon vefl'els ; feme belonging to his retinue, others to merchants, who took the oppor-

tunity of his protedion to tranfport their merchandize duty-free. The Maywoon
repofed for a Hiort time in the houfe that is ufed as an exchange ; and when the great

drum that proclaimed the hour flruck the firfl: flroke, he flepped on board, and was
followed by his family : in an indant every boat pulhed from the fliore with a loud

(hout ; the oars were vigoroully plied, and, the flood tide fetting ftrong, the fleet was
Tocm carried to the northward of the city.

The boats, fix in numbei-, that had been provided for our accommodation, were now
ready to receive us ; Dr. Buchanan, Mr. Wood, and myfelf, had each a fcparate

veffel ; the Hindoo Pundit, whofe religious prejudices rendered it irkfome to him to

mingle with MulTulmen, had likewife a fmall boat to himfelf. The guard, and fuch

attendants as we did not iinm^'diately require, occupied another of a larger fize, in which

our heavy baggage, field equipage, Sec. were fl:ovved : a kind of cutter was equipped as

a kitchen, which was feldom wanted, as our own barges were fufficiently fpacious to

admit of all culinary purpofes, without inconvenience to the inhabitants. Thefe barges

were of a very different conftruftion from the flat-bottomed veflfels called budgerows,

that are ufed on the Ganges ; ours were long and narrow, and required a good deal of

ballad to keep them fteady ; even with ballaft, they would have been in conftant

danger of overfetting, had they not been provided with outriggers, which compofed of

thin boards, or oftener of buoyant bamboos, make a platform that extends horizontally

fix or feven feet on the outfide of the boat, from iLem to ftern. Thus fecured, thc^

vefl'el can incline no farther than until the platform touches the furface of the water,

when (he immediately rights ; on this ftage the boatmen ply their oars, or impel the

boat forward by poles ; fuch an addition affords a convenience unknown to the navi-

gation of the Ganges ; it is the place exdufively appropriated to the crew, who fleep

on it at night, and, by putting up mats, or fpreading a fail from the roof of the boat to

the outfide edge, flielter themfelves from the weather. My barge was fixty feet in

length, and not more than twelve in the wideft part ; by taking away one thwart beam
near the ftern, laying a floor two feet below the gunwale, and raifing an arched roof

about feven feet above the floor, a commodious room was formed, fourteen feet long,

and ten wide, with a clofet behind it ; at the ftern there was a ftage, on which the

Iccdegec, or ftcerhnan, ftood, and a vacant fpace of feven or eight feet, where a kettle

might be boiled, or dinner provided. On each fide of the cabin a fmall door opened

on the nla'form, a.ul th^rewere three windows, which, when raifed, admitted a free

circulation of air. The roof was made of bamboos covered wiih mats, and over all was
extended a painted canvas, that effedually fecured us from the heavieft rain. The
iufide was neatly lined with matting. The conveyances of the other gentlemen were

nearly of the fame fize and conftruction. Twenty-fix boatmen compofed the crew of

uiy veffcl, cxclufive of the lecdegee, who is the chief or captain.

1 .^1
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CHAP. V\, • - D:p:ift from Riittgnnn.— JlIteration in the Temperature of the Air.—

.

Reach P vilivi;^.— Mcfqiiitccs wiiifually numerous and troubltfome. — Piifs Kcttorce-

Rua, or Piirro'jiiet Vilhi^c. — Totcnt of lan^iain-Chain-1'ah, and Dcnoobczv A
hdndfome Temple.— Se^ah^hce ;

—Sutnnieingtoh ; — 7'coungbenzah. — Hin^uUir ///>.

pearancc of a Tree.— Fayk-yatt ; — Terriato^ or Man^o Village ;— Taanihootcrra
;— Kicumzeik, or Convent Stairs.— Indigo Plant :— Birnian Met/Mid of preparing it

for Ufe. — Manufitlory of Cotton Cloth. — Slrxaye-Gaim ; — Sabbaymcoun ; — Una-
peezcik. — Violent Current.— Teagaini ;

— Kanou/igLiy, or Little Kanoiing. — Rich
Plantations.— Kanounggbe, or Great Kancung. — S/ou; Prognfs. — Meyahoun : —
ahied Temples, andfpacious Convents :— numerous trading Boats :— Country fruit'

ful : — Pajheem : — Kianggain.— Violent Guji of Wind.— Tirroup-miou, or Chine/?

To'icn.— Mountains.— Tzeezau.— Peeingghee.—A Ship on the Stocks.— Beautiful

Appearance of the Banks.— Great Difficulty in furmounting the Stream : — P.xtraor.

dinary F.xerticns of the Boatmen : — Fleet difpcrfed

:

— Baggage-boat lojL— The Fleet

reafflmbles.— Reach theCity of Peeaye-mew, or Prome.

ON the 29th of May wc were ready to depart : our baggage and attendants had

bo^ii prcviouily lent on board, and the boats containing the royal prefents had received

their lading from the Sea-IIorfe. Wc embarked in the evening, flept on board, and at

ten o'clock next morning, when the tide ferved, puflied off, accompanied by our civil

acquaintance, the Seredogee of Pegue, Baba-Sheen, Jacob Aguizar, the Armenian mcr-

chant, and the chief interpreter of Rangoon ; thefc j>eribnages had boats of their own.

Pauntchoo, my Portugueze fervant, being with me, and three or four of the boatmen

fpcuking a little of the Hindoftan language, I was at no lofs to make myfelf under-

itood. An under fcree, or inferior clerk, was ftationeil in my boat, profeiVedly to

"attend to my wants, and receive my orders, and probably with a view to obferve and

report my at^ions. It was, however, an oflcnflble compliment, and accepted by me in

that light.

We rowed without intermifllon until throe in the afternoon. A (hort way from

Rangoon the river becomes narn^ver, witli a winding courfe, owing to which we did

not advance more than three leagues in a direct line. We paiTcd a fmall village on the

It It : the banks on each fide wore Ihaded with trees, 'i'hc fleet brought-to on the

north fide of the river, when Dr. Buchanan went on fhorc, and found an cxtenfive

plain covered with fhort grafs, beyond which there was a large village. We expcri-

f need a pUafing alteration in the temperature of the air on the water, ironi what wc

had felt on fhore. The day before our departure, at two o'clock in the afternoon,

the thermometer in the houfe Hood at 98
'

; next day, at the fame hour, the quickfilver

oT\ly reached 90 on the river. When the ilood made, we got unuer way, rowed hard

ill night, and anchored in the moroing near a town called Paiilang, which, the fcree

informed me, had once been a city ui confiderable magnitude, and from which the

Rangoon river is frequently called the Panlang-mioup. The number of boats that

were moored near it, indicated that it was Hill a place of foine importance. The foil

is rich but there appeared to be little cultivation in its neighbourhood : here a braiuii

of the river Oiapes its courfe to the fouth. At two in the afternoon we purfued our

voyage, and continued rowing till feven in the evening, when wc brought to, having

paffed three fmall villages in the way, one of which was furroundcd by thick groves

of plantain trees. At this place we fpent a very comfortlefs night ; it is a part of tlic

river remarkable for being iiifellod by mofquitocs of ai* unufuai ivi<:, and venomous
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beyond what I ever felt in any other country : two pair of tliick ftockings were infut-

ficient to defend my legs from their attacks ; when in bed tiie curtains alFordcil ihnio

protedtion, but the fervants, and even the boatmen, got no rcil: all night. A kind

of reed that grows on the bank, breeds and harbours thole iniVi'b in tlu- utmofl ahiii;-

dance ; fortunately, the colony does not extend many milos ; a war-hnat that rows i;uick

can efcape them, but a heavy vcflel muft lie for one tide within their adion.

On the I ft of June, at day-break, we left Panlang, and flopped about nine o'clock

at a hamlet on the right, where we faw a few gardens, and feveral travellers pailill,^

along a road at fome diflance on the plain. The river here contrads greatly, and
does not appear to be more than two hundred yards acrofs. Our people having taken

rcfrefliment, we continued our voyage. After leaving Panlang, the influence of tho

tide becomes much weaker, and the water, during the ebb, is frefh. Our progrti's was
but flow, having neither wind nor ftream to befriend us. In three hours we reached

'Kettoree-Rua, or Parroquet village ; and in two hours more came to Yangain-Chain-

Yah. Here we entered the great river, and ftopped for the night, our boats being

fattened with hawfers to the bank. The courfe of the ftream was nearly north and
fouth, and about a mile wide.

Next morning, at the dawn of day, we pufhed off; and at one o'clock joined the

Maywoon, who, with his fuite and a vaft concourfe of boats, was waiting our arrival

;

he lent a polite meflage, with a prefent of fome milk, fine rice, and fruit. Heavy rains

falling, we remained here all day : the banks w«?re fteep, and there was nothing to

attrad notice. At a diftance on the oppofite fliore we could perceive the temple of

Denoobew.
At eight o'clock in the morning of the 3d of June the whole fleet got under way.

Being now in the great river, and no longer fheltered by high and clofe banks, we
fpread our canvas, and, favoured by a ftrong foutherly wind, failed againft the ftream.

At nine we paflfed Denoobew, an extenfive town, ornamented with a iofty temple,

refembling Shoedagon in form, but of fmaller fize. The adjacent field^ appeared cul-

tivated ; feveral jarge mercantile boats were lying here, and more at ;i fmall village

the oppofite fide ; and the river was ftill low ; "^^e rains, although fet Ui had not yet

materially afteded it. We pafled, in the courle of one day's journey, man^ iO ds of
fund formed by different ftreanis of the river in the dry feafon, hut which ari uely

covered when th i waters i'wcll ; on fome of thefe iflands there are trees and veraare.

We left the towns of Segal:ghec on the eaft, and Summcingtoh on the weft. Our
journey this day was very delightful ; the v/c-nher turned out fine, and the wind was
fo favourable, that though the ftream was li.'ong, we pafled the banks at the rate of
three miles an hour : there were not lefs than a hundr'^d fail of boats of diflTerent forts

in company, and the whole was a cheerful and plcafiiig iight. The Maywoon being

confidered as commodore of the fleet, his movements regulntcd the reft. Wo ftopped

at funfet near the town of Yeouugbcnzah, where 1 .ailfed the Seredogeeof Pegue, who
feldom failed making an evening vifit to drink tea, and alk queftions about England.

Baba-Sheen told me, that he was left behind at the head of the Rango^ ^ »iv^r, where
he W35 bargaining for another boat, his own being rather crazy, and "'

,

ly laden

with merchandize that he durft not venture it on the great river.

Wo left Yeoungbenzah at daybreak, and palled in our courle feveral iflands of fand.

In one place we perceived the roots and (tump of a tree growing cloie to the water's

edge, under a high bank, about fourteen feet beneath the furfacu of the foil : this fin.

gular appearance is to be accounted for by fuppofmg, thut where the bank was now
raifed, there V ' formerly been a f''d level with the waterj on which a tree took root,
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ami !iaJ been covered by annual accunuilations from the river diirinp the feafon of
iiuinJaiion. It is probable, that tho tall reeds and coarfo gniJ!} which every year rot and
incoqKtratc with tlie fand i)f the river form the fine foil of the plains ; thus aquatic

c-:i.ivi;c are to be difcovercd every where deep in the earth : the flream, however,
waflies away on one fide as :nu<:h as it depofits on the other, and, as is the cafe with all

rivers lUnvin}^ through champaign countries, is continually rhanj^inp; its charxnel. In

the morning we palled 'I'aykyatt, a long and llra^'gling town on the wcfi fide; alfo

Terriato, or Alani^o village, I'mall, bi" ' 'if, My fiiuated on a high commanding bank
that overlooks the country on th*' opp.

' :p IlIl to a g'-eat didance ; it is furrounded

bv groves of mango trees, fron\ ..hicb '^ tikos the name. Taambootcrra, on the latne

fide, is a long town. The cou.it-)', u\ this journey, did not appear fo well inhabited as

that we pallid through the day before. At half pall four wc caine-to for the night at

Kioum/.eik, or (\)nvent Stairs : a long farul intervened betwe«.'n us and the town ; at

this feafon the ccmvex fide of the windiiigsof the river always terminates in a level fand.

Two temples, not larg?, but gilded on the outfide frr>ni »- • to bottom, made a very

brilliant appearance. There were here manv met aiLiu?*, and the I ahaans belonging

to them were flrolling up and down the banks, as curiofityM them. Near the river

fide were fome fields planted with indigo, which throve in full luxuriance, and was
nearly ripe ; the , ives prepare it without any Ikill : a large quantity of the weed was
fteeping m an old ' it funk in the river, which was fubllituted in the room of a vat.

They do not take the trouble, or perhaps do not know how, to purify and reduce it to

a hard refined < onliftence, but are fatisfied with it in a liquid (late ; they ufe it to colour

a coarfe kind c.f cotton clotli, which is maiiufaohired Iiere in great quantities. 'I'he

indigo is very cheap, and doubtleis niight, by proper management, be cultivated iu

this country t ) the highefl advantage.

The town of Kioimizeil. is well built, and feems to be in a ftatc of improvement :

there are feveral interruptions in it, cauH d by watercourfes, over which goinl wooden
bridges are built. The m;uiufaflure of cotton cloth is the fource of its profperitv. A
town called Heiizadah, near to Kioum/eik, is of much greater antiquity. Nu erons

cart-roads and pathways evince that tiiere is an extenfive connnunication main-

tained with the interior country ; but we favv littlo cultivation of grain, and only a few
gardens. Butlaloes and other cattle were grazing in large herds on the neighbour-

ing plain.

On the next day, June 5th, wc put ofl'at the firft dawn, and paflfcd in the courfe of

our journey feveral fmall villages, none of which prefented any thing worth notice

;

Sekayebeeini, on the caft, war, the moft coiiliderable. The batik on one fide was high,

and the fands extenfive on the oiher. The courfe .>f the river runs deep beneath an

overhanging bank, at a lluggifli / 'i-, not cvceedin^ ' mile in the hour. The foutherly

wind was not fo ftrong as ufual, and the temperature of the air had become much
hotter ; the thermometer, which on the preccdiii^' day ftcod at 78°, on this rofe to 86*

;

but ftill the heat was not oppreflive. TVe broueht-to in the afternoon, fouth of a town
tailed Ackeo ; the evening was clo.idy, and threatened a thundt . Ilorm ; a long and
luw itrand lay betwet a the boats and the town ; I did not go on fhore : Dr Buclianan,

however, ^ - ritured, and met with nothing to repay the trouble he took in trav^rfiiig a

plain of heavy fand.

We fet ofl the following morning at the ' \ hour, and faw a few villages, hut

none remarkable ; one on the eall bank w.ir. ate in a large garden of plaintain

frees. A». noon our boatmen tracked the boat?-' Uong .'le fands, and thus made greater

progrefs t*^ n they could either bv rowing or fcuing wuh poU^ Noiwithftanding the

general
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penrral name of the IrrawnJdy, I le;ir: 1 fliat different parts of it are diftinjruifhcd by
dirt't-Tont .,,)pcliations, taken from plac 'note on its hanks, as though we (liould call

the Thuniis at appropriate places, 'i ? (. avefend river, the London river, t^'c. At tv.

n

o'clock, the fky lowered, and black clouds in the north-well qinrter threatened one uf

thofe violent gufls which arc frequent at this feal'on ; the U'der^ce, of his own accord,

brought-to on the weft fide, under the fhclior of a hij;h bank. A:; i'oon as the boat

was made faft, the Doftor and I clambered up the fleep ; the country round wni

covered with reeds as tall as a man's head ; there were many pathways leading through

them ; but we were dill'uaded by the Birmans from entering, for fear of tigers, which
are numerous here, and particularly frequent that kind ofcover. The Itorm broke
before it reached us, and, after a delay of^two hours, we fet fail with a fouthcrly wind ;

pafling a hirge village on the weft, the feree told me it was named Shwaye-Gaim, and
that the inhabitants fometimes, during the rainy feafon, found gold-duft in the fand of

the river, which is wafhed down by the periodical rains. A town nearly oppofue, on the

call fide, is called Sabbaymeoun. It was eight o'clock in the evening when we flopped

clofe to the town of Gnapcezcik. Gnauee, or Napee, a fort of fprat half pickled and
half putrid, has already been defcribed as a favourite and univerfal fauce ufed by the

Birmans to give a reliflj to their rice ; /eik fignifies a landing-place : whence we con-

cluded that this town is an emporium for that commodity, which m itl'elf forms an

cxtcnfivc branch of trafUc.

J'arly in the morning we left Gnapcc, and had to contend againfl a ftrong current^

with very little afllftancc from the wind ; the weflcrn bank was planted with pipal and

mango trees. Yeagaim, on the right, and Kanounglay, or Little Kanoung, on the left,

were the moft remarkable places ; near the latter we faw feveral plantations of fruit-

trees, the mango, plantain, jack-fruit, and cuflard apple. The fields near it were

regularly laid down, and well fenced ; many boats, fome of them of a large fize, were

building on the banks, and the general afped: of things denoted peace and plenty. A
little time broi ht us to Kanoungghe, or Great Kanoung, a long town, with a good

quay, am' well conftrufted wooden (lairs, confiding of one hundred fteps, defcending

to the water's edge. The population of this part of the country muft be confiderable.

In getting round a blufl' point we found much difficulty, owing to the rapidity of the

csrrent ; the fleet was in confequence widely fcattered, fome furmounting the ftream

V ith more eafe than others ; the wind was but faint, and the weather exceedingly fultry.

At two o* lock the thermometer rofe to 94°. Our boatmen being haralTed, 1 brought-

to early in he evening, under a plcafant bank ; the Maywoon had got far ahead. Before

tea I walk d out with my gun, but had no fucccfs, feeing only a few quails and fome
wild pigeons. The country was tolerably well cleared j and, though there was not

much cultivation, it feemcd in a ftate of preparation for the huftjandman.

Our pri .grefs on the following day was more expeditious ; we foon reached the neigh-

bourhood of Meyahoun, formerly Loonzay ,rendercd memorable; in thi- wars between

the Birmans and Peguers. It is a very ancient city, ftretching r.\vo miles along the

margin of the river. Houfes in cities or in villages differ ^ ry little ; but this town
was diftinguifhed by numerous gilded temples, and fpacious convents ; a great variety

of tall wide-fpreading trees gave the place an air of venerable grandeur ; and under

the fliade of thefe, feveral Rhahaans were luxurioufly repofing. We faw riot lefs

than two hundred large boats at the different quays, which on an average, might be

reckoned each at fixty tons burthen, all provided with good roofi^, and malted after

the country manner. They fcemed much better coiiilrufted* thin the unwieldy
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wiillocLs • of Bv-npal. I was informed that the in-ij^libourljood of Mi>y.!>ouii In

uncornniunly fiiiiiful ia rice, ami that a Uir^e quantity is exported annuii I, to ilie

capital. Here alfo were capacious granaries Ix louj^iiig to the King, built oi wood,

and covered willj ihatch ; thefe arc always kept Tilieil with grain ready to bo tranfported

to any part of the empire in which there happens to be a I'carcity ; a uiisfoiwiuK; thuf.

fumetimes occurs u. the higher provinces, wlierc tlic annual rains are neither l>i cer-

tain ii'ir fo copious as in the fuuthern diilrie^Vs : this wife and humane inditutiou

Ihongly evinces the folicitude of the monarch for the welfare of his people. Ltavinjj

Mcyalioun, we palled Palheein, whence a nullah or watercourfe, leads to tlic fouth-

wefl ; alfo Kilnggain : at both ihefe places there were a number of trading b<iats.

At hairpaft two o'clock wc were .Tlfailed by a violent north-well gufl of winu, that,

ading with the current, drove us back nearly two mile ; before we could reach the

fliore. 'I'he river here was more than a mile wiile, although it had not yet attained

its full monfoon height. At four wc again got under way, and law , on tlu.' ead (iJe,

Tirroup-miou, or ('hinefe town. Dunng our journey this day we plainly ilifccined

the Anoupoctoumiou, or great wefterti hills that divide thi^ country from Arratan
;

the particular mountains in fight, the boatman laid, were named 'I'aungzo. The
dillridls we pafled through this day were exceedingly populous, and in moft parts

cultivated. We broughr'to late in the evening, under a llecp bank, near the inconlidcr-

able village of 'IV.ce/au.

Wc left, before daylight, a very uncomfortable fituation : the night was fultry,

and the high bank that hung over us prevented a free circulation of air ; added to

this, we were annoyed by myriads of {linking infeds that illued from the reeds aiid

coarfc grafs. 'I'he pleafantnefs of the day compenfated for the inconveniences of the

night. As wc advanced the weflern range of hdls clofed upon the river, and in fome

places difplayed very beautiful fccnery. Approaching the town of Peeing-ghee, on

the weft fide, the rocky banks rofe abruptly to the height of two or three hundred

feet, the fides of which were richly clothed with hanging trees of variegated foliage. The
confineinent of the water in this place incrcafed its rapidity, and I could not but admire

the exertions made by the boatmen in ftemming fo violent a ftream ; oars were ufelcfs,

and the perpendicular banks afforded no footpath to track ; it therefore became ncccf-

fary to impel the boat forward by bamboo poles, a labour at which the Birmans are

uncommonly expert. W^lien the pole is firm in the ground, they place the top of it

againft the mufclcs of the fhoulder, juft above the collar bone, then raifing that

fhouldcr, and bending forward, they bring the whole weight of the body to beai*

upon the end of the pole ; in this manner they traverfc the platform from ftcm to

Ilcm, following each other in quick fucceflion on both fides of the boat, having finall

thwart bamboos faftened on the platform, a yard afunder, to prevent their feet from

flipping. Owing to this mode of fixing the end of the pole againft the mufcles that

reach from the back of the neck to the fhoulder, a callocity is formed and a Birnian

boatmen always appears to be high fhouldered. I could not difcover why they pre-

ferred that method to the more obvious and cafy one of puHiing with the flat of the

fliouldei ; they, however, performed what I am perfuaded none but Birmans could

tflfcd. We were an hour in pafling the extreme force of the current, which did not

exceed four hundred yards.

The town of Pccing-ghe?, and that of Sahlahdan, a little above it, export a great

part of the teak timber that is carried to Rangoon. The forcfts extend along on the

• A hejTy boat ufcd on the rirer Cangci,
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wcrtern mountamfi, and were in (ifjit from the boats. 'Iho trees are felled in the dry
fcaloii, and, when the nionloon li-ts in, are borne by the torrents to thclc towns,

'rhcrc was a fliip on the Hocks tlofc ro Poeing-ghec, of 400 tons burthen ; a Mufful-

jnan merchant from Siirat, out of economy, chofe this place for building at, in

preference to Rangoon ; he meant, as foon as the hull (hould be finiflied^ to float it

tlown the dream. I was told that there was a good deal of hazard in the navipatioti,

the didance of which, including the windings of the river, prolwbly cxcce.is 1 ^o
niilcs ; but he calcul itcd thi; dilfercnce of cxpence to be adiquatc to the riflt. This
adventurer furnifhed a pro* if of the cnnhdence that mip-ht be placed in the Birmaa.
jrovernineiit, and the fecurity that a (Iranger has for his property. The teak tree,

although it will grow on the plains, is a native of the mountains. The foreits, like

mod o' the woody and uncultivated parts of India, are extremely pediferous ; aa
inhabit mt of the champaign country confiders a journey thither as going to inevitable

dcdrudion. The wood-cutters are a particular clals of men, born and bred in the hills
;

but even they are faid to bi> unhealthy, and feldom attain longevity.

The difficulty of this day's journey hail dil'perfed the fleet ; the lighted and bed
manned boats of courfc got a-hcad of the red, and feveral were obliged to join their

civws, and carry up each vefTol lingly by their united drength. Half a mile above
Sahlahdan I overtook the Maywoou, who had arrived fonie time before me, and
was waiting for us. The boatmen being greatly haraflied, he recommended us to pafs

the night here. In the evening we took a walk together : the Maywoon was attended

hy eight or ten fervants armed with fpears and mufquets : we both fired at game
without fuccefs. The Birmans, even the ciunmon boatn^en, are fond of fowling to a

degree of childifh delight ; rather than not flioot, they will fire at fparrows. I never

was more importuned than by them for fliot, which they do not know how t*

fabricate. No fchoolboy could be more pleafed than the ledeegee of my boat, when
I one evening lent him a gun to Ihoot wild pigeons. In this, as well as many other

particulars, their difpofition is drikinglycontraded with the habits of apathy and indolence

that characterize the natives of Afia in general. My companions, Dr. Buchanan and
Mr. Wood, not joining the party before dark, I exprefl'ed my apprehenfions aoout

thetn to the Maywoon, who was fo good as to difpatch a war-boat to their aflldance ;

the Doftor came about ten o'clock, but Mr. Wood's people being quite exhauded,

he was obliged to dop three miles fliort of us, and the baggage-boat did not arrive at

all. A little after midnight I was awakened to receive the unpleafant intelligence that

flie was wreckal : the boatmen, it fceins, had nearly furmounted the difticult paflagr?

below Peeing-ghee when, either from a remidion of their elforts, or a more impctuc-

gu(h of water than ufual, the boat fuddenly got dem-way, and when once Ihe lot

ground there was no recovering it ; the boatmen refigned her to the current, whit.-

Iwcpt her back with irrefidible violence ; fortunately, die fet towards the fide, where

a landing was praclicable, and, taking the ground on a rocky bottom^ flie bulged, and
filled with water. The people got on fliore fafe, and it was expeded that mofi: of the

articles on board would be recovered ; but fuch as were liable to injury from the water

were irretrievably fpoiled.

Early the next morning, June loth, Mr. Wood joined company, and the Maywoou
font an officer to Peeing-ghee, with diredions to procure a proper conveyance for n\y

people, and render them every poflible aflidance ; he likewilo intimated to me his

defire to remain three or four days at Meayday, a town and didrid two ilays' journey

north of Prome, which he holds in jaghire by a grant from the king. This intontioit

was far from being difagrecablc to me or to any of the party, as our boatmen were

fatigued,

%'W
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fatigued, and the fcrvants and the guard required a ihort time to adjufl: their conve-

niences for the remainder of tiic voyage.

'I'iie country coiittg'ioua to the nver, in tliis day's journey, was pleaiingly diver,

fified with hill and valley, and with fpots of cleared ground and hanging woods ; the

rautje of inountains retired in a wefterly diredion as we advanced to the north, but

iinaller hills (till Ikirted the river. We failed before a fine foutherly breeze, and
enjoyed a climate far more temperate than I ever experienced in Hindoftan at the fame
Icafou of the year.

We left, ailcrn on the weft, Podangmew, a large and populous city ; on the right,

Shwaye-do-niew was the nioft important town. About noon we (lopped to avoid a

Iquall from the north-weft : in the evening, my boat being ahead, I reached the city

of Feeaye-niew, or l*rome, on the eaft fide j the other gentlemen did not crofs the

river till next morning.

CHAP. VII.— Dcfiriptian of Promc.— Surprijc excited by an European.— Prome

fomciimcs called Tcrrekcttcree :— Origin of the Name :— Singular Analogy.— /';/.

'

iige of Psuoodang ;— Taiiplc ; — Zcc-ain ;— Kamma;— Neoungbenzeik.— Gale of

Wind. — Tcoungbenzcik ; — Serroipmciu ; — Trees ; — So/7.— Meeaday : — Hoiij'c

erctlcdfor the LngliJ?) Agent :— Mode of Structure : - - Birmans punctilious in lahat-

ever relates to Rank.— Town of Meeaday : — Indulgence to Strangers : — Cultiva-

tion : — invited by the Mayu-ocn to I'iftt his Gardens :— Remarks : — meet a Caravan :

— curious Stone :— numerous Vijltants : — leave Meeaday.— Pafs Mecalfab-gaim.

— Reach Longhee.— Vijit a Kioum.— Tradition refpcding Longhec. — Romuntic

Scenery.— Tigers numerous. — Cattle ; — Soil ;— Produce.— Excurfton of the Por-

tugucfe Par.tchoo.— Tangho : — a Fort and City of Importance.— Beetle Nut.— Kajm,

or Mountaineers.—Shwcbunder arrives :—his whimftcal -Appearance,

PROMPIKD by curiofity to view a place fo renowned as Prome is in Birman hif.

tory, for having been the fcene of nuuiy long fieges and bloody conflids, as foon as

my boat was made fait 1 haftened on fhore, and a Ihort way from the bank entered a

long ftrait ftreet, in which I walked for near a mile. The buildings \vere not remark-

able ; but, though I law little to notice, I found that I was myfelf an objett of uni-

verlal wonder ; an Englilh officer, drelfed in uniform, was a phenomenon perhaps

never before feen in this part of the world. My attendants alfo created no little fur.

prife ; the dogs, numbers of which infefted the ftrects, fet up a horrid barking ; the

men gaped, the children followed me, and the women, as ul'ual, exprelfed their

aftonimment by loud laughter and clapping their hands
; yet not the leaft indication

of contempt was manifefted, nor any thing done that could be conftrued into an inteii-

tion to oft'end. Whichever way I turned, the crowd refpet^fully opened, and the

moft forward were reftrained by others. The notice I took, of a little girl, who was

alarmed at our appearance, feemed to be very gratifying to the parents, and the

mother, encouraging her child, brought her clofe to me. Had I entered a houfe, I

have no doubt but the owners would have oft'ered me the beft it contained. Kindnels

to ftrangers is equally the precept and the pi iftice of Birmans.

At the upper end of the prefent city are to be leen the ruins of the ancient fort of

Prome : it had been a fmall pentagon, built of brick, and from its (ituation mult have

been very ftrong. The modem tort is nothing more than a palifadcd inclolure with

earth thrown up behind it. Low hills on the caftem fide approach the town, in which

the rains have foruicd chaonels down to the river, that are crolled by wouden bridges.

'3 I palled
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I pafled fomo ftone-cutters* yards, ^here artificers were nianufa£luring fla^s for pave-

ments, and flabs and vafes for the ufe of temples, out of a fine freeftone which is

found in that neighbourhood. Adjacent to the town there is a royal tnenagery of
elephants, confiding of two rows of lofty well-built {tables, in which thefe arimals are

lodged during the rains. I faw fome that had been lately caught, under the tlifcipline

iit'ceflary to render them docile.

The city of Prome, and the province in which it ftands, are the jaghire, cr eftate

of the fecond fon of the king ; they likewife give him his title. Prome is fometimes

called Terreketteree, or fingle (kin : and the Birmans have an old legendary tale

refpcfting the origin of this name : it is related, that a favourite female ilave of Tvste-

bong«mangee, or the mighty fovereign with three eyes, importuned her lord for a
gift of fome ground ; and being afked of what extent, replied in fimilar terms with the

crafty and amorous Elila, when (he projefted the fite of ancient Carthage. Her requeft

was granted, and (he ufed the fame artifice. The refemblance of the (lories is

curious.

I had not leifure to go through the whole of the town, but was informed that it

contained more inhabitants than Rangoon, anc had a better fupplied market. The
Seree told me, that the ruins of a large fort and city, much furpnllng the prefent,

flood about a league eaftward of the town : the latenefs of the hour, however, pre-

vented me from continuing my refearches.

Wc departed from Prome at an early hour, on the nth of June, arid failed before

a flrong fouthcrly gale till we came to Pouoodang, a Imall village built on the weftem
bank of the river. A high hill, of a conical form, riles abruptly behind it, on the top

of which there is a vemple of peculiar fani^lity, having once been the abode of Gaudma

;

the inipreflion made by the foot of the divinity is (hewn indented on a flab of marble.

The Maywoon had gone before us to perform his devotions at this place of worfhip.

The hill feemed difficult of afcent ; fevcral of our people went up, but the day being

wet and ilonny, I declined the undertaking. We afterwards made head againft: a

violent current, by the aid of a tempeftuous wind : there was, for a long way, little

improvement clofe to the river; obfcure hamlets, at diftant intervals, jiift ferved to

(hew that the country was not without inhabitants. Zeeain, on the wefr, appeared a

pretty village. Towards evening we reached Kammah, on the ealh fide : it is the chief

town of a dillrift that bears the fame name, and makes large exports of teak timber

tor the Rangoon market. We did not (lop here, but continued our courfe as far as

Neoungbenzeik, where we arrived too late to make many obfervarions : this alfo is a

town of fome refpedlability. We were here on a lee (hore, under a high and rocky

bank. The Maywoon not liking the appearance of the weather, and thinking it unfafe

to remain in fuch a fituation all night, ordered the boatmen to row acrofs to a long

(and, where we might be fecure from danger in the event of a ftorm : nor was tliis

precaution ill timed ; for about midnight it blew a hurricane : we, however, ran no
rifk ; our boats touched the foft fand, zr.d were moored by flrong hawfers, reaching

from the (lem and (lem to the (hore. Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan, who had nor

come up, found (helter in a creek, whe» e they paifed the night. As foon as the florin

commenced, the Maywoon detached a war-boat to their aflTiflancc.

Our alTociates joined the fleet betimes in the morning, and we failed immediately.

Our journey this day was difligreeable, from the violence of the fouiherly wind, which,

meeting the (Iream, caufed a heavy (well : the boats pitched deep, and were very un-

rafy. W e paffed a fmall village on the left bank, whence, I was told, a road leads

through the mountains to Arracan. Yeoungbenzeik, or Indian fii^-trce ftair -, on the
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cad fide, is a fine villaps fituated in a romantic country ; fo alfo is Felon, a placr

remarkable for boat-building ; and Sainban, famed for its iron manufadory. At a

particular part the river was divided into two diftintt branches, feparated by a fand
;

each branch we judged to be a mile wide ; and when the water rifes fo as to oversow

the fands, the breadth cannot be lefs than four miles from bank to bank. Every vi|.

lage we faw was ornamented with one or more fmall temples. In the evening we
brought to, at a town called Sirriapmew. The co«ntry around was pleafingly divf r-

fifieil with fwelling grounds, covered with ftately trees, particularly with the tamarind

and mango : Dr. Buchanan meafured one ot the latter, and found it, at the height ot"

his Ihoulder from the ground, twelve feet in circumference : fome of the tamarind and
pipal trees feemed fliU larger. Many of the rifing grounds were planted with indicfo -,

but the natives fufFipr the bills, for the moft part, to remain uncultivated, and only

plough the rich levels : they everywhere burn the rank grafs once a-year to improve

the pailure. We faw many people at labour. The foil is a fine mould, and would

produce abundant crops in proper hands : but the Birmans will not take much pains •

they leave half the work to nature, which has been very bountiful to them. Their

thirft for conqueft docs not feem to have enriched their country.

In the morning, when we left Sirriapmew, the wind blew as ufual from the fouth-

ward with great violence. At noon we reached Meeaday, the perfonal eftato of the

Maywoon of Pcgue, who is oftcncr called, from this place, Meeaday Praw, or Lord

of Meeaday, than by his viceroyal titles. Here, in compliance with the wiflies of the

Alaywoon, we propofcd (laying a few days.

It is a mark of rcfpcft, and a diftinction of rank, for a perfon journeying on thp

water to have houfes built for his accommodation on the banks, at the places when;

he means to flop. When the king goes on the river, or travels by land, buildings of

the royal order of architcdure arc creeled wherever he is to halt. In the manner of

coii.^rucUng houfes, whether temporary or lading, flritl obfervance is paid to the

form, which is indicative of the rank of the occupant ; nor dare any fubjetl aflunie a

mode of llruclure to which he is not legally entitled : the difiinclion conlifls chiefly in

the number of flagcs of which the roof is compofed. The fubordination of rank is

maintained and marked by the Birmans with the moft tenacious llriclnefs ; and not

cnly houfes, but even domeftic implements, fuch as the beetle box, water Haggon,

drinking cup, and horfe funiiture, all exprefs and manifeft, by Ihape and quulity, th?

precife ilation of the owner ; nor can one perfon intrude upon th-,* rights of .mother,

under penalty of incurring a moft fevere punifliment, which is never remitted. Ihe

Maywoon had obligingly given direclions to have a hoiiio conftrucled on the bank for

us, of the order appertaimng to nobility, but of what particular ciafs I could not eafil)

afcertain ; and I relraincd from minute inquiries, as it might appear faftidious, and give

an unfavourable impreflion to thofe whom it was my inclination to conciliate.

The materials of which thefe hnufcs are made arc always eafy to be procured ; and

the ftru£lure is fo fimple, that a fpatious, and by no means uncomfortable dwelling,

fuited to the climate, may be creeled in one d y. Our habitation, confiUing of three

fmall riKjnis, and a hull open to thi- north, in little more tli.ui four hours was in readi-

nefs for our reception ; fifty or fixty labourers c(ompIeted it in that time, and, on emer-

gency, could perform the wurk in much leir;. liaiuboos, grais lor thatching, and the

ground rattan, are ill the materials rtquilitcj not a nail is uied ia the whole edihce

;

a row of ftrong bamboos, irom eight to ten feet high, are fi.vcd iinn in the ground,

which defcribc the outline, and are the lupporters l the building ; fniiUIer banibuos

^e then tied horizontally by (trips of the ground rattan, to thefe upright pofts ; tlie

wall':.
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vfalls, compofed of bamboo mats, are faftened to the fides with fimllar ligatures j

bamboo rafters are quickly raifed, and a roof formed, over which thatch is fpread ia

regular layers, and bound to the roof by filaments of rattan ; a floor of bamboo grating

is next laid in the infide, elevated two or three feet above the ground ; this grating is

fupported on bamboos, and covered with mats and carpets : thus ends the procefs,

vhJch is not more fimple than effeftual. When the workmen take pains, a houfe of

this fort is proof againft very inclement weather. We experienced, during our ftay

at Mecaday, a fevere ftorm of wind and rain ; but no water penetrated, nor thatch

cfcaped : and if the tempeft fhould blow down the houfe, the inhabitants would run

no rifle of having their brains knocked out, or their bones broken ; the fall of the

whole fabric would not crufli a lady's lap-dog.

Having got pofleflTion of our dwelling, Mr. Wood, Dr. Buchanan, and myfelf,

took a walk to view the town and adjacent country : our boats had brought-to at the

fouthern extremity of Meeaday. It is a place of no great magnitude, but extremely

neat : there are two principal ftrccts, and at the north end of the prefent town are to

be feen the ruins of a brick fort, which, like all other forts of mafonry in the Birman
empire, is in a ftate of dilapidation. At a fhort difl:ance there is a pleafant river which

flows through a fertile plain, affording fonte rich pafl:ure-ground, and interfperfed with

plantations of tobacco. On the fouih and fouth-eafV fides, the town is inclofed by a

deep ravine, the banks of which are cut perpendicular; and the remains of an old

brick wall were difcoverable, which was probably a defence to the former fuburb. We
obferved many fmall temples and convents apart from the town, fituated in groves of

mango, tamarind, and pipal trees of uncommon ftatelinefs and beauty. The May-
woon had a refidence here, alfo a plcafure-houfe and beetle garden at fome difl:ance.

Notwiihftan«i'ng his manners were ftill very formal, and evidently dcfirous of little

perfonal intercourfe, he continued invariably attentive, and daily fent me fuch prefents

as he thought would be acceptable, fuch as fruit, fifh, and milk. Although it is finful,

according to the Birman tenets, to deprive any being of life to fatisfy a carnivorous

appetite, yet the inhabitants do not fcruple to kill game of all kinds, and abftain only

from domeftic animals ; even in this they often relax, and always grant a moft liberal

indulgence to Itrangers. I was allowed to fend my Portuguese fervant to the neigh-

bouring villages to purchafe fowls, which we got very good, and fometimes were able

to procure kids. I'he Birman farmers do not breed fheon, goats giving fo much more
milk. It was privately intimated to me, that there would be no crime if a fervant of

mine fhould (hoot a fat bullock when he met one ; that it would be afcribed to acci-

dent, and I might make reparation to the owner, whc^ would think himfelf amply

recompenfed for his lofs by two tackals, about fix fliillings ; and the beaft being dead,

there could be no fin hi eating it ; but that a public fandion could not previoufly be

riven to flaughter one. I declined fupplying ovr table by thisevafive logic, and pre-

ferred the want of beef to the riik of giving oflcnce, and wounding the feelings of

people who omitted no opportunity to manifeli towards us hofpitality and kindnefs.

North of the ti)wn, about a mile, there is a good deal of cultivation, cliiefly of rice

;

the fields were well laid down, and fenced. Ihis quarter is beautifully wooded, and

diverfified with rifing grounds. We obferved many cart-road^' and path-ways leading

into the country in various diredions. The foil is compofed of clay and fand, and in

fome places is very ftony, panicuhirly near the river. Early on the 14th the May-

woon politely fent us an invitation to accompany him on the fame evening to his

j;arden-h()ure : I was not w^ll, and cxcvifod myi'elf ; Mr. Wood was otherwifc

tno;agcd, but the Dodtor uudui Luok to repiefeut us. The Maywoon fupplicd him with
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a horfe for hk conveyance, and rode himfelf ; they crolTod the fnuM rivor before men-
llt.utd, and ti ;.• cried ;\ country partly cultivated, and par' 1 y wooded : the road was

indifl'ercnf, and led through two very neat \ill;)j;es. 'Hkv i.lio palled i'everal fli-agglinjr

houfps, which, cciifidered as country cottagt's, were ixln m Jy comtortable. In thtir

way they law a caiavan of waggons, which had coini> liotn a great dillanc.-, loaded

with gonds (if dillcTent foris for traffic. The inhabitants in many places were em-

ployed in clearing the ground, and burning •':;: long grals and brulhwood. Ou
arriving at the garden, about five miles dillant, the MaywDou and his comp;«ny, amuni*

whom the doctor was the moll diftinguillied, were regaled with tea atid fweettaeatK,

and returned late in tiie evening nearly by the lame road.

h\ the courfe of c wr walks, not the Kuft curious objecl; that prefented itfelf was 3

flat (lone, of a cttarfe gray granite, laid hori/AJUtaUy on a pedcllal of mafunry, fix

feet in length, and three wide, protected from tiie weather by a wooden iiied. Thjjj

floiie, like that at I'ouoodang, was faid to Ix'ar the geiujine jKint of tli';; foot uf

CJauiima; and we were informed, that a fi. :'iar imprelliun is to be feen on a large

rock, fituatcd between two hills, one day's jtnirncy well of iMemboo. On the plane

of the foot upwards of one hundred emblematical figures are erii»raven in feparatc

comr ;V :mcnts : two convoluted ferpents are prelfed beneath the heel, and five conch

fliells, I'ith the involutions to the right, form the toes: it was explained :o me as a

type oi the creation, and was held in profound reverence. There is i*id to be a

fimilar imprellion on a rock * on Adam's Peak, m the illand ol Ceylon ; and it is tra-

ditionally believed, both by the Bimians, the twamefe, and the Ciingaleze, that

Gaudama, or Boodh, placed one foot on the a)ntinent, and the other on the ill.u.d

of Ceylon. The neighbouring Rhahaans liad no objection to my painter's taking a

copy of it, a talk that he performed with gre->r exaclncfsl.

On our return, we met a caravan of waggons travelling from the fouthcrn country

towards the capital, eighteen in number : thele vehicles were well conlhucled, and

more commodious and neat than the clumfy gawries or carts of India. Lach
waggon was drawn by fix bullocks, and feveral Ipare ones followed, to fupply the

place of any that might fall fick or lame. A good tilted roof of bamboo, covered

with painted cloth, threw off the rain. They contained not only merchandize, but

alfo entire families, the wives, children, )nonkits, cats, parroquets, and all the

worldly fubllance of the w.nggoncr. Juich bullock had a bell under his throat. The
wheels not being greafed, a horrid noife announced the approach of the caravan long

before it could be feen. They travel flowly, from ten to fifteen miles a day. At nioht

the waggons are difpofed in a circle, and form a b.urier, within w'lich the carriers

leed their cattle, light fires, and drefs their viclualf , fecure from the ,'ttacks of tigers,

which much ii.fell the lefs populous parts of the empire.

We remained at Mecaday until the 2 2d of June. During our j^ay I made fliort

excurfiens to different parts of the country, and foimd little variation in in: appear-

nce ; it was very beautiful, though but half cultivated, and I was every where

treated wiih refpe^l. The news of the milhon had reached the place before we
arrived, and excited a general curiofity to fee the IJoomien of the Colars, or the

general of the flrangers, as they were pleaied to denominate me. Not only the better

clafs of llie inhabitai' of Meeaday came to vi!it us, hut likewife people of condition

from all the towns and villages twenty miles round : 1 have fometiiues received eight

• Set BaUl^us ; alfo Koox's Iliftoricai Relation i/f Coylon.

f Anticxi'd 11 a plate of tin- impreflion, to enable tiie le:iriieJ .-ititiiiuary to compare this cuiiuus Iwu-
kol'c rrprrfeutalion wJtUllK- (itcred l»RTogl) pliim uf liie ancient Egyptiaiii,

»J or
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pr ten different companies in a morning. When a party wiflicd to be introduced, a

nieflage was fent to afk permilfion ; which being obtained, they entered the room in :i

crouching pofition, and fat down on their heels, men and women alike ; they always

brougiir a gift of fomething, whatever they fuppofed might be acceptable ; tobacco,

onions, fine rice, &c. : no company prefentcd themfelves empty handed ; it would

not have been refpeftful ; of courfe, their oiferings drew from me a fuitable return,

fuch as fillets of Indian muflin to the women, and a Coflembuzar filk handkerchief to

the men. Several parties of women came unaccompanied by their hulbands, or any

of their male friends ; and according to the notions entertained by them, there was
nothing indecorous in it ; they were unconfcious of any thing but an innocent defire

togra'ify curiofity, and manifefl refpeft : women of a better clars were always accom-
panied by a train of female attendants ; and, like the fcx every where, were more
lively, good humoured, and inquifitive, than the men.

Early or the 2 2d of June matters were arranged for the profecution of our voy?ge,

and the fleet was in readinefs to depart. The articles faved from the boat that had been

wrecked below Peeing-ghL-e were dried ; our attendants, however, had fufleffd a

niatcrial lofs ; but a (crviccable boat had been provided for them in lieu of the one

tliat was lolt. At eleven o'clock we pulhed off, the Maywoon leading the vai> : the

day turned out tempcfluous and gloomy, and the wind blew hard from tlie fouth.

In c fliort time we palRd Meeallah-gain, on the weft, a large village at the foot of a

fine iwelliiig wooded lawn, ornamented with forae neat temples. Our way through

till' watjr was very rapid, not lels than five miles an hour; and at one time it blew fo

violently, that we were obliged to make for the fliore. The range of hills, which in

our courl'e this day approached neareft to the river, were covered with a blue mift.

AVe paifed fome villages of no note : the country feemed populous, and herds of cattle

were grazing on the banks. About feven o'clock we brought-to for the night on the

weft fide.

At feven in the morning, after a night of unremitting rain, we left an uncomfortable

fuuation, and laiiod till we came to an extcnfive ifland, which divided the river into

two branches ; we took the caftern fide, and, on I'vcount of the inclemency of the

weather, brought-to at the lower town of Loonghee, oppofitc the fouth extremity of

the ifland. The width 01 ..".c ftrcam between the main land and the ifland is about

500 yards. In the afternoon the rain ceafed, bit the wind continued. Dr. Buchanan
;ind I walked to a convent of Rhahaans, that feemed to be of more than ordinary note :

wc found it a good building, and, afctuding a flight of fteps, took the liberty of

(Utcring without ceremony. The neatnefs of the infide correfponded with the extei-nal

appearance : a number ot Gaudmas, richly gilt, and of various fi;;es, were ranged on

a bench to rtireive the adorations of the pious. It was the eighth day of the moon,
which is the liirinan fabbath, and fovtral perl'tMis were fauntering up and down, wait-

i:ii; lor the hour of prayer. l he fuperior, a man advanced in years, was fitting on
hi,s elevated feat w!;en we went in : he exprefled much furprife at our appearance and

ilaTs, but was extivinely civil : he prefentcd nie with a fcroll, written with a ftylus on

a papyrus leaf, which, he laid, contained a fiicred exhoi alion, and requcfted I would
pul -ve i' in remembrance ot Shoedagonga Sercdaw, which, it feems, was his title.

] le alkcd why the doctor did not wear a fcarlet drefs like mine ; ,:i".J being informed

ot' his profeliion, begged a prcfcription lor a fr're ihroat, which almoft, hindered him

Iroin aiiiculating. The doctor promifed to fciu! .iin a gargle, and we took our

leave.

The infant fon of the Maywoon had been unwell for fome time, and his illne.fs

502 Lul

! I

ni

m



mi

V. i^TA

4C8 lYMES S EMBASSY TO AVA.

had now increafeJ to a dangerous height : the anxious parent lent Baba-Sheen to fiie to

intimate his defire of remaining where we were until his child grew better, the tern,

peftuoufrofs oi' the W( athcr agitating the boat fo much, that he was afraid it mipht
increafe the fever. 1 had no fcruplc in indulging fo natural a wifh ; but as the fpotr

we were in was much expofod, and had many difadvantages, we moved to a more
commodious fituation, nearly two miles farther on, oppofite the north end of the

ifland. A war-boat was difpatched exprcfs to the capital to bring down medicine, and
a celebrated prolcHbr of phylk ; in the meantime all the phvficiims of the country, to

the number of twenty, were allembled, to confult and prefcribe for the fick infant.

Longhee, or Great Cable, takes its name from the following circumftance : a

curious ligament of ftonc unites a pointed rock, which rifes in the middle of t!:c

flream, with the oppofite bank; it has the appearance of a petrified cable, and (he

natives relate, iliat one hundred years ago a large rope, floating down the river

ceafed its courfe at this place, and that one end adhering to the rock, and the

other to the bank, the rope was changed into (lone. They alfo fay that the oppr.

fitt iiland formerly condituted a part of one fituated fifteen miles higher up, but

was levered from it by an earthquake, and carried down to the place where it

new refts. "J'he quality which the waters of the Irrawaddy poiibfs (,f changing wood
i.U; dune, of which we afterwards faw innumerable inlhuices, renders the tranfmuta-

lion of the cable by no means an impoflible circumilance. The Birmans, however,
an deeply tainted with that creilulity which ignorance is ever difpofed w pay to tales

of lidion and to miraculous events.

"\'^:n thcr removed by an extraordii.^ry convulfion of natur^, and by a ftill more
cxnaofdinary tranfportation, or whether encircled by the river, from the difpofiticni

that all large ftreau'.s flowing thnugh a level country have to change their channel,

would, perhaps, be difficult to afcertaln ; but, whatever may have been the caufe,

the ifland now confiitutes a principal objed in one of the nncfl fylvan fcenes I ever be-

held. From a temple above I.oonghee, that ftands by the river fide, on a command-
ing cliff, whofe fummit overhangs its bafe, the eye is gratified by a moft delightful

combination of natural beauties: a fine fhcet of water three miles in breadth, broken

by an ifland more than a mile long, and half a mile wide, covered with trees of luxu-

riant foliage; eminences on the oppofite fliore, that rife from gently fwelling grounds

clothed in wood, to brown and rugged mountains, whicli, receding in an oblique dj.

rc^fion, leave to the view a long and level plain ; thefe altogether form a landfcapo

which I never faw equalled, and, perhaps, is not to be excelled. How much did f

regret that my dralifman, though fl^ilful in copying figures and making botanical

drawings, was unacquainted with laiidfcape painting and perfpedtive, and t!iat not one

of ourlelves poiVefled any knowledge of that delightful art ! Had Mr. Daniel, in iiis

Oriental Travels, vifited this part of the world, the view from Loonghee would have

itood confpicuous among thofe faithful and excellent reprefentations by which he ha?;

locally introduced India into England, and familiarised the European eye to the ricii

fcenery of the eafl.

We continued at this charming place until the focond of July, when the child of th«

Maywoon. notwithftanding the prefcripticn of 20 d()C"fors, was declared out of dan;^cr.

So long as recovery continued doubtful, 1 fent the Hindoo Pundit every monting to

enquire after his health : this attention was taken in good part, and the Pundit ob-

taint d the honour of being introduced into the fick chamber, where he witneiled the

mod amiable deinonftrations of parental tendernefs : both the father and mother wore

kneeling by the fide of the infant's bed, and attended on him themfelves day and luVht.

5 V\,
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The dlfordor proved to bo an inflammatory fever, and their treatment of it was j^er-

fedlly fimple : tea made of wild thyme, and decoftions of I'everal vegetable produdions,

were the only medicines adminiflered ; the reft was left to nature, wiio accomplifhed

her part. They did not, however, negleft to call in the aid of fupernatural remedies;

incantations were ulbd and amulets applied, to the efficacy of which much was attri-

buted. "Whatever might have been the caufe, the recovery of the child afforded very

general fatisfadion ; every body feemed to feel an intereft in his fate.

We made feveral (hort excurfions during our continuance at Lonnghee : the

country to the fouthward was well cultivated, and the fields inclnfed by llrong hedges

of thorn ; the foil is light and fandy, with many loofe ftones ; the ground, for the

molt part, uneven, and rifing into gentle acclivities. There were leveral neat vil-

lages within the didance of two or three miles ; a deep ravine, formed by the monfoon
rains, extended inland from the river, the banks of which were covered with flunted

trees. Dr. Buchanan, in following its courfe, perceived in the fand the frelh tracks

of a tiger, and prudently returned. On enquiring, I underftood that the adjacent

wood contained many of thefe deftruftive beads, who frequently at night come down
the bed of the water-courfe to quench their third at the river. I went the next day

with the Doctor and an armed party to the place, and plainly traced in the fand the

footdeps of two tigers, a large and a Imall one ; this difcovery rendered us cau-

tious of purfuing game into the foreds. We found partridges, hares, quails, and

wood pidgeons, in the open fields ; but the jungle fowl, or wild poultry, kept clofe

in the thick covers, where we heard the cocks crow, but did not dare to venture after

them. We faw on the ifland, which is a very romantic fpot, a few deer, and three

buffaloes ; the former were extremely wild ; we fired at them without fuccefs, but »vere

more fortunate in killing a number of pidgeons of a beautiful plumage and excellent

to eat.

The cattle ufcd for tillage and draft in this part of the country are remarkably good;

they put only a pair in the plough, which differs little from the plough oi India, and

turns up the foil very fuperficially. In their large carts they yoke four and often fix :

walking out one day, I met a waggon drawn by four dout oxen, going at a hand gal-

lop, and driven by a country girl danding up in her vehicle, who feemed to manage
the reins and a long whip with equal eafe and dexterity : this was a novel fight to a

perfon accudomed to the flow moving machines of India, in which the women are

al:nod too timorous to ride, much lefs to attempt to guide.

The foil in the neighbourhood of Loonghee is very favourable for the cultivation of

cotton ; '.e faw many fields planted with it, in which the dirub was growing drong and
healthy. In one field a man was fowing lefamum : the light dry grains anfwer here

better than rioe, which thrives only in low and moid grounds.

My l'ortui;ueze fervant Pauntchoo, whom I had difpatched alon'^ with a Birman in

quod both of fowls and kids, was abfent for three days; a circumitance that gave rife

to Ibme uncafinels on his accoimt, from the fear of his having been devoured by tigers-,

he, however, returned lafe, and informed me thnt he had been to a town nhie leagues

(lithmt, and in .lis way padid through feveral villages, and a country thickly inhabited.

When he hail concluded his bargain, he procured a fnvall cart to carry his purchafe

to Loongiie", and could not prevail on the ovi ' > iicc , : of any thing more than a

(!nllembu/.ar lilk iiaiidkerchief. All the manu. oi India are high'-; prized by the

Birtnans, although many articles are not at all luperior to what they make themfelves.

Pauiitcitoo alio reported, that there w;is a weli-trequentcd mad leading to the city of

I'ongho, which was didant tittcen days' journ. , the capital uf a rich diid populvus pro-

vince.

" f
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vince, that boat's tho fum<i namf, and i.s govcrnud l>y one of tlio King's fons, who takos

his lit!'.' from it, biiiig called Tongho TcvUieii, or Piinco of'Tongho : he added, that

its inliabiiants excelled in the manufacture of cottim ( Kith, and thdv country produced

the bed beetle nut in the empire, a luxury in which Uirnians of all ranks indulge fo

freely, that it is become with them alinoit a nccelV.u-y of life. In one of Pauntchoo's

expeditions acrofs the river he met with a village inhabited by Kayns, a race of moun-
taineers pcrfedly diiiim^l from the C'.arianers. and fpeaking a language differing radi-

cillv both frnri theirs and that of the Hirmaiw. 'I'liey were originally inhabitants of

the Arraco I mountains, wliom the Birmans, fnice their conquefl; of that kingdom,

Iwve pri'vailed on, partly by force, and partly by mild treatment, to abandon their

native hills, and fettle on the plain. There are ievoral fmall focieties of thefe people

dlabliilud near the foot of the mountains fardicr north. 'Ihc Cariaiicrs are not to bo

found hijilier up than the city of Prome.

Every thing was now in readinefs for us j 'ake our next departure, and the firft of

July was fixed upon to leave Loonghee. On the morning of the 29th of June we were

Inrprized by an unexpected vifit from the Portugueze Shawbunder of Rangoon, who
has already been mentioned as having been at IJmmcrapoora, the c;ipital, at the time

of nur firlt arrival. Me had been ordered down from court to meet the deputation,

and canje with all the pomp that his Ibtion would allow him to difplay ; his barge was

profuiely decorated with colours, and his boatmen were drelVed in uniform. On land-

ing, he tiril paid Ijis compliments to ilic Rhiywoon, and afterwards waited on me at

my boat.

The appearance of this naturalized Portuguo/.e vasciilculatcd rather to excite laugh-

ter than refpect : he wore a long tunic of eld \elvet decoratid with tarnilhed gold lace,

and on his head a broad briunned hat fiap))ed, bound aU'o with gold. He Ipoke the

language of llindoOan iinpcrlVdly, but well enough to make himfelf underftooil,

After an awkward falutation, half in tiie liirman, half in the European manner, hj

iidornu'd me that he had been fent by an order from the Loioo, or Grand Council, to

nu/.'t tJie En/^lifli deputation, and to acquaint mo that lli^ ^hljelly had been pleafcd to

direct that three ofiicers of didinguiflied rank flundd proce^'d to Pagahm-mcw, a city

ij.'ven days' journey below Unnnerapoora, to wait cur arrival, and elcort us to the

capital. The King, he obferved, had done me the extraordinary honour to fend a

ro\al barge lor my perfonal accommodation, with two war-boats to tow it: this was

coni"KLrid as a fluttering n.Mk of His Majedy's good inclination, and we drew from it

a iavouiahle omen. To have our barge drawn by war-boat.^ was an honorary privilege

granted only to pcrfons ot the firft confcquence ; it is grounded on the idea that it is

incunfiftiiu with the dignity of a man of high rank to be in the fame boat with people

of fuch mean condition as common watermen ; it is a fingular refinement, and furniilus

an additional inllance of the characterilUc pride of the nation. The iShawbunder dil-

played great (hrewdnefs in his converfation. He alked me feveral queftions rcfpcding

the powers with which I was invefted ; and as the vifit might in fome degree be con-

Cdercd as olllcial, 1 in part gratified his curiofity, by explaining in general terms the

nature of the million, and the capacity in which 1 expected to be received, without at

all dilclofing the fpccific objeds I had in view.

I
CHAP.
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CTIAP. Vin.

—

Leave Longhce.— Extcnftve JJl'Uul.-^Kceinloo Prow.— Mecgheoi(n^-ynyy

cr Crocodili: Town.— Maiii-yiih.—Puttimigoh.—Magway.— Spanzick.— Strong Cur-
rent.— Uills clothed with Wood.— Maynbu.— Shce-Lee-Rita^ or Golden Boat Village.—Cold the Type of Excellence.— 7

'iiyiumgheoum, or Pctrokian Creek.— Petrijied

iVood, — Biirren Country.— Pcngkioum.— Scndicwgl.Ktvm .— Sillahme-u).—Mammae-
tory of Silk.— Crotolaria Jinicea. — Mountain ofPoupa.— Seenghoo. —BullockJIain

by a Tiger. —1'oos, ant-.. Race.— Temple ofLogah-nundah.— City cf Pagalm.—
NcDundah. — Birnian DcjU^fi \ — Mtt/ie.— Dancing. — Beautiful Mamifatlory of
lackered Ware. — Temple of Shoczeegoon. — DcJlruiUve Conjiagration. — Numerout
religious Buildings. — Gigantic Figure of the Divinity in a recumbint Pojlure : —
another Image ered, — OU Mills.

THE Shavvlninder K-it Loongheo on the firfl of July, to announce our approach to

tlio IJirmau uOiccrs, wlio were alrtady arrived at Pagahin : we pollponcd our departure

\iiitil the tollowing day, and at leven in the r.MJi.'. g quitted this pliafing and rural

|,l.ice. In our journey we pail'ed many towns and vilhiges ; ibuietimes we went I'wil'tly

through the w;iicr, at othera we were (tationary, and even loll ground, as the wind
frequently liibiided, and the llr..ain w?5 vei ' rapid. 'I'he range of Arracan mountains

appeared to recc ' wellward ; and about three o'clock we came to a large ifland formed

by feparate .. 'ms of the river ; there was a pyr;' 'lidical temple on it, called Keendoo
Praw, and I ' cral fmaller ones raifed on a liigh terrace. I ellimated the extent of the

ifland to be two miles : at the upper end we crofTed the river, and flopped a mile above

Metghcoung-yay, at pall feven in the evening.

Meeghecumg-yay, or Crocodile 'J own, is a place of much trade and importance

;

tlure were not let's than too large boats, and feveral fmaller ones, lying at different^

Hairs, which, my people faid, were taking on board rice, onions, garlic, and oil, for

the confumpiion of the capital. It Hands on a very high bank, and has fewer religion-

luiildings than any town we had feen of equr! niagnitude. Dr. Buchanan went on
lliore at da) break, and obferved in his walk lome neat farms, each ot them containing

four or five cottages, better built than houfes in towns uiiially are : they were fenced

round with witle inclofures to n.'ceive the cattle, of whicli there was great abundance.

'J'he helds were divided by thorn hedges ; the low grounds prepared for I'ice, and the

higher planted with leguminous Ihnibs, or left
'^

.c pafture.

Early on the third we palled Meeinyah : betwc > .1 that and Patanagoh, on the caftera

fliore, there was a Hoping bank planted with in^hg'.^. which was then ripe, and the vil-

lagers were cutting it. Melloon on the well Kdc, fecmed rich in temples, but the

t:)wn was no way dillinguilhed. Patanagoh had only one temple, which was fplendidly

gilded ; it is a long Hraggliiig village, and ev(!ry houfe had a comfortable garden,

tiicloled by a bamboo raiinig, with orchards of piilmyra, plantain, and mango trees :

here, likewife, were many boats of burthen waiting to receive a cargo. Numerous
vilhiges were fcattercd along the banks, which, is the wind blew Hrong, and we wer*;

obliged to keep the middle of the river, there was no opportunity of examining. This

d:iy we pafled fome landy iflandt., atid broiight-to early in the evening, on the eaftern

lide, betwxvn the towns of Magway and Spanzeik. I took a walk before tea, and

c. lid difcover little cul;ivalion in the vicinity of the river : the land was Hony, and

covered with low thorn trees, in which we faw jungle fowl, and other game. Herus

of young cattle were grazing among the thitketj. . we crolTed fome cart road % and

met leveral pealants.

At
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At daybreak next morniiifj we fot fail with a fair and ftoady wind, by the force of
which the fl'jct flommed a ilrong current. Low woody hills Ikirted the river, nar-

ticidarly on the callcru 11Je ; on the linninits offome of thoft- hills temples were railed
;

and one on the wcUern bank, called Maynbu, appeared to be conlidcrahle. The
river, (• cept where it was iiit ... tl by illdndrf, conhl not be lefs than two miles

acrola. ^^'e palled a village nau.d Shoe-l.ce-Rua, or Goldcn-boat Village, from i(

,

beuig inhabited by waU' iiien ii the fcrvice of the King, whofc boats, i .ell as every

thing the belongii.g to the Sovereign, have always the addition of liiv;. , or goMen,
annexed to them; even Ilis Majefty's perfon is never mentioned but in conjundioti

with this prcciou^ metal. Vv'hen a fubjeft nieans to affirm that the King ha>'; heard

any thing, he fays, " It has reached the golden cars ;" he who has obtained admiflien

to the royal prefencc, has been at the golden feet ; the perfume of otta of rofes, n

nobleman oblerved one day, " was an odour grateful to the golden nofe." Gold,

aiDong the Birtnaiis, is the type of excellence : although highly valued, however, it

is not ulcd for coin in the country ; it is employed iometinies in ornaments for thi;

women, and in utenfils and ear-rings for the men ; but the greated quantity ir,

expended in gilding their temples, on which valt fums are continually lavilhini.

The Hirmans prefont the fubftance of their gods, and alcribe its qualities to tiieir King.

After palling various lands and villages, we got to yaynangheoum, or earth-oil

(Petroleum) creek, about two hours pad noon. The country now difplayed an afpecl:

diifering from any we had yet feen ; the furface was broken ii\to fmall feparate hillo,

intirely barren, rnd deflitute of vegetation, except fome Hunted bulhes that grew
on the declivities, and in the dells, ami a few unhealthy trees immediately in the neigli-

bourhood c^f the villa^ji s : the clay w.is difcoloured, and had the appearance of red

ochre. We were inlormed, that the celebrated wells of Petroleuni, which luppiy the

whole empire, and manv parts of India, with that ufeful product, were five miles to

the eall of this place, i'he Seree brought me a piece of Itone, whicii he allured IiK'

was petrified wood, and which certainly had much the appearance of it. In walking

about, I picked up fevevul iimps of the fame, in which the grain of the wood was

plainly difcernible ; it vis I. 'd, filiceous, and feeined compofed of dirf'eront lamina,

The Birmans laid it w;'/ he 'ia ure of the foil that caufed this tranfinutation ; and added,

that the petiif\ing quaiitv ot the earth at this place was fuch, that leaves of trees

fhaken off by the wind we:\ lot unfrequently changed into ftone before they could be

deeaved by time. The lace of the country was altered, and the banks of the river

were totally barren ; the ground was luporficially tovei-ed with quartz-gravel, and

coner<-ted inafles of the fame material were thickly fcattcred. The mouth of the creek

was crowded with large boats, waiting to receive a lading of oil ; and immenle

pyramids of earthen jars were raifed within and round the village, difpofed in the

fame manner as fliot and fliells art' piled in an arfenal. This place is inhabited only

by potters, who carry on an extcnfive manufactory, and find full employment. Tlie

Imell of the oil was extremely oii'enfive ; we law feveral thoufand jars filled with it

ranged along the bank ; fome of th<'fe were continually breaking, and the content;

,

mingling wtth the fand, formed a very filthy confillence. Mr. Wood had the

ruric^fity to walk to the wells : but, though I feir the fainedefire, I thought it prudent

to poll none vihfing them until my return, when I was likely to have more leifure, and

to be Lis ihecbjeci olObfervation.

At feven in ttie morning on the 5th of July, wr left the neighbourhood of Karth-oil

Welis. After palling Penkioum, where a finall river unites with the Irrawadilv,

ihv. Ucc ol the country relumed its verdant appearance, and the tixes Ihot up with

their
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iheir iifiinl vigour. The bed of the river from bank to bank, was very wide; we
judged it to be four mihs ; but the? ilream, being divided into dilferent channels,

formed low intermediate ifl;\nds of fand, which are covered A'hen the waters attain

their utmoil height. On the left we l;iw the town of Sembewghown, whence there i..

a road that leads through the wellern hills into Arracan, which is acc-unted much the

loafl dilhcuU palVage ; this is the place to w hich all Bengal articles of merchandize

imported by way ol Arracan ave brought, and are 'ere embarked on the hrawaddy.

bhnrtly after wo h a large town on the eaftem fid. "'h feveral neat temples ; it

w.<s called Pakanj,-yay : lofty palmyra, the tamarin(1, .uid banyan trees, fpread a

pleafant (hade around it ; here alfo were fome heavy trading boats. The woftern

/hore feemed rich and level; we brought-to about fix m the afternoon, a little below

billah-Miew, a large town remarkabli or its m nufattorics of fdk. The fleot had not

long been moored when the retail merchcciit' "d ^\n^ a to the water fide to difpofe

of their wares ; they carried in lackered bo> es
j

cotton mixed, which they olii.i' ! for fal tv

was alked fifteen tackal, about a I. fterling ,

long, ;md barely one yard wicte : they were mt

Birman drefs. The fdk, of which thefe goods

fouth-welt province of China: it is brought frui.i I '.nmerapoora to this place in a

raw Ibte, and is returned in the web. '1 ne colours are bright and beautiful, but do

not appear to be durable j the texture is clofe and ftrong ; audit wears, as I was

informed, much longer than any China or Indian manufacture.

SilUdi-mew is a handfome town, (liaded by wide fpreading trees, and embelliflied

with feveral temples. A fmooth bank Hoping to the river, and clothed with the

lineft verdure, adds much to its beauty. The foil in general is but poor ; fome fields

were regularly fenced, and cattle in large herds were grazing in the neighbourhood*

Dr. Buchanan informed mc that he faw the crotolaria juncca growing fpontaneoufly,

which would yield good hemp or llax.

On the fixth of July we made but little way ; the current was violent, and the

w ind not flrong enough to enable us to ftem it : we were obliged to have recourfe

to poles, and were puined forward with exceflive labour by the boatmen ; in one place

where :m ifland contrafted the ftream, we fent out an anchor a-head in a fmall cutter,

and hauled on it by a hawfer. 'I'he Arracan mountains appeared to the weft, and a

confpicuous hill, lofty, and of a conical form, called Poupa, was in fight to the

tallward : a few villages, and many temples, (kirted the banks. In the afternoon

the fleet made fafl; to the eaftern fhore ; there was neither town nor village nigh ; it

was about four miles below Seenghoo ; and though we faw little cultivation, there

were feveral herds of cattle. Dr. Buchanan, whofe ardour for botanical relearches

often made me apprehenfive for his fafety, in wandering through the thickets in quelt

of plants, heard the report of a mulkct at a diftunce ; on his approach to the Ipot,

he found fome pealants about to Ikin a bullock that had juft been killed by a tiger :

the (hot had caufeJ the animal to abandon his prey, and in its retreat it moft fortunately

took another way from that w^hich the Doftor came. This was not the only time that

his thirft after knowledge, and reliance upon his gun, led him into danger. A
inufket is a very precarious defence againft the fudden aflault of the molt ferocious and

terrible of all animals.

Whilfl: we were at tea, the Seree informed us, that further on there is a fmall

river which enters the Irrawaddy, at a place called Yoo-wa, and that two days

journey up this river is a large town called Yoo-miou ; he obferved alfo, that an

vou IX. 3 «• extenfive
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extenfive traft of country is inhabited by a people called Yoo, whom he reprefentecj-

as exceedingly ugly, having protuberant bellies and white teeih. The Birmans, it is

to be obferved, both men and women, colour their teeth, their eyelafhes, and the

edges of their eyelids, with black *. The Yoos are fubjefts of the Birman (late, and
obferve the lame religious worfliip ; they fpeak the language of Tavay, which is

nothing more than a provincial dialeft of die Birman tongue.

We left our nightly ftation at the cuftomary hour, and, favoured by a fair breeze,

failed through a country diverfified by fmall barren hills, on which there was little

vegetation, and by green fertile valleys, cultivated and laid out in farms. The
petrifaftions, like thofe tve found at Yaynangheoum, were frequent here : indigo was
growing in one of the valleys. About twelve o'clock we came to a rocky point that

projected far into the river, round which the current fet with fuch exccflive rapidity

that our boats were a long time in getting part, and did not at length effect it without

difficulty and fome danger. The Maywoon obligingly fent his war-boats to our

afliflance. After we had furmounted this impediment, we came to a green level bank,

where there was a wide range of pafturage, and many cattle feeding. Seenghoo is a

large town ; in its neighbourhood, and for a great diftance along the eaftern bank,

fmall temples were built clofe to the river. We did not make much way in this

day's journey, although our labour was great. In the evening we brought-to near

Keahoh, a poor village where the inhabitants get their livelihood by extrafting molaffes

from the palmyra tree, of which they make tolerably good fugar.

Although the foil near the river is in mod places unproduftive and barren, yet,

as we advanced northwards on the following day, population increafed. Every little

hill and rifmg ground was crowned with a templej that of Logah-nundah is diftinguifhed

for its fuperior fize ; it is a clumfy inelegant mafs of building, elevated on a

femicircular terrace ; the bafe is painted with different colours, and the cupola is

richly gilded.

Leaving the temple of Logah-nundah, we approached the once magnificent city of

Pagahm. We could fee litrleanore from the river than a few (traggling houfes, which

bore the appearance of having once been a connetted flreet : in fatt, fcarccly any

thing remains of ancient Pagahm, except its numerous mouldering temples, and

the veftigcs of an old brick fort, the ramparts of which are (till to be traced. The
town of Neoundah, about four miles to the north, which may be called a continuation

of Pagahm, has flourilhed in proportion as the latter has decayed. We paffcd a fmall

river named in the days of fplendour, Shoe-kiaung, or the Golden Stream : here wc
fpent a night, rendered unpleafant by the ftormy weather.

We reached Neoundah early on the 91 h of July. At this place the deputation

from the capital, of which 1 had been apprized by the Shawbunder, was waiting my
arrival. The Seree informed me, that a temporary houfe, which I law on a clear

piece of ground about 100 yards from the brink, had been erefted as a compliment

to me ; it was much larger than that which the Maywoon had prepared at Mceaday.

Early in the afternoon 1 left my boat, and was received at the houfe by the Birman
officers with every formal teftiniony of nfpett ; on a part of the floor, elevated a few

inches, a carpet was fpread, on which I took my feat. The principal perfon of the

deputation was a Woondock, or junior counfcllor of ftate } the others were the

* This cuftom U not confined to the Birmans, particularly :?'.c operation of colouring the eyclathcs

;

the women of Hiiidollan and Pcrfia commonly prattife it ; tliey deem it bencliciul as well at becoming.

The collyrium they ufe ii called furma, the Pcrliau name of antimony.

governor
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govemnr of a diftricl: called Micngdong north of Ava, the governor of Pein-kcitig

bordering on China, and tlie commandant of the Siamefe guards. The Woondoclc
was a lively man, about forty-five years old ; the reft appeared of more advanced

age, not kl's than fixty-five or fcventy : they all wore the ilaloe, or chain of nobility.

The Woondock, though from his ftation he had the precedence of the reft, yet was

rot of fuch high rank as the two governors. The utnioft decorum was preferved at

this meeting ; the Woondock fpoke in the name of the others, and Baba-Sheen inter-

preted in the language of Ilindoftan. After pompoufly expatiating upon the honour
which His Birman majefty had been pleafcd to confer on me, by fending a deputation

to welcome me, and a barge with war boats to tow it, he alked fome trivial queftions,

and offered his fervices to procure whatever we ftood in need of. Having difcourfed

for a fliort time, a band of mufic and a company of dancing girls were introduced

;

drums, gongs, the Indian fyrinda, or guitar, the Birman harp and fiddle, with loud

and harfli clarionets, almofi deafened us with their noife. Among the dancers, one
girl much excelled her companions in fymmetry of form and elegance of movement

;

{he was richly dreffed, and in (hewing the modes of dancing praftifed in different

countries, difplayed a fine perfon to great advantage. The manner . of Caflay is moft

confonant to the Englilh tafte, in which the time varies fuddenly from quick to flow.

The entertainment, however, feemed entirely loft upon the elders, who fat in folemn

infenfibility, chewing their beetle nut, and regarding with profound gravity the volup-

tuous attitudes of a very beautiful woman. The amufement did not end till paft nine

o'clock. I direfted a few pieces of filver to be diftributed among the muficians and
dancers. The Birman officers retired without ceremony, and we paffed the night on
board our refpeftive boats.

The next morning I was again vifited in form, with the additional honour of the

company of the Maywoon of Pegue, a compliment which, either from pride or policy,

he had never before condefcended to pay ; the Woondock, however, was here his

fuperior. We converfed for an hour on indifferent fubjeds, and the Maywoon informed

his friends that Dr Buchanan was a botanift, ana had made feveral drawings of plants.

On a wifh being expreffcd to fee them, the Dodtor obligingly gratified their curiofity

with a fight of fome that had been executed by the Bengal painter, under his own
infpedtion ; thefe were inftantly recognifed by the Birmans, who mentioned the names
of the originals : they are themfelves fond of vegetable produftions, which they ufe

very generally in medicine. About eleven o'clock the aflfembly broke up, and it was
fettled that we fhould purfue our journey on the following day.

The remaining time was fpent m viewing as much of this once flourifhing city as the

fhortnefs of our ftay would admit. On entering the town, we came into a long, nar-

row, winding ftreet, about thirty feet wide ; the houfes were built of bamboo, and
raifed from the ground : this ftreet was full of fhops, containing no other articles than

lackered ware : boxes, trays, cups, &c. vamiftied in a very neat manner, were dif-

piaycd in the front of the (hops ; they were of various colours ; fome had figures painted

on them, others wreaths of flowers. Leaving this ftreet, we crofTed a water-courfe on
a good wooden bridge, and came to the bazar, or provifion market : the green-ftalls

feemed to be well provided with rice, pulfe, greens, garlic, onions, and fruit ; there

were alfo frefh fifh, Gnapee, and dead lizards, which latter the Birmans account a

delicacy : but there was not any meat. In our progrefs, we pafl'ed over another bridge,

and faw fev ral ftreets running in parallel lines ; fome of thefe were inhabited by car-

riers, whofc cattle were feeding m rice ftraw round their houfes. Having reached

the extremity of the town in this dur £lion, we came upon a well paved road, that led

3 p a to
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to the great temple named Shoezeegoon, to which we proceeded. On each fide of
the road there was a range ot Imall temples, neglefted and in ruins : the kioums, or
monafteries, were in good repair, and we faw fome handfome houfes for the accom-
modation of ftrangers. Shoezeegoon is neither lb large nor fo well built as the tem-

ples at Rangoon or Pegue; the height does not exceed 150 feet: it is furrounded by
a Ipacious area paved with broad flags, on which there are a number of lelfer buildings,

{)rofufely gilded, and laborioufly carved. A ftaircafe on the outfide leads up to a gaU
ery, about a third of the height of the principal temple, whence we had an extenliv-

profped of the country, which appeared to be exceedingly unprodudive and barren :

the ruins of innumerable religious buildings were to be feen in every direftion, which
cover a fpacc of ground not lefs than fix or feven miles along the river, and three miles

inland. Pagahm is faid to have been the refidence of forty-five fucceflive monarchs,

and was abandoned 500 years ago in conlequencc of a divine admonition : whatever

may be its true hiftory, it certainly was once a place ofno ordinary fplendour. Return-

ing by a dilferent way, we walked through an alley occupied by blackfmiths' ihops,

furniftied with bill-hooks, fpike nails, adzes, &c. A little farther on we faw the ruins

of a ftrect that had been confumed by fire only two days before : from feventy to

eighty houfes were deftroyed by the conflagration. It was the Tackally, and the fuf-

ferers were the already wretched, the miferable |.ublic proftitutes.

In the afternoon I directed my walk fouthward, u. 'd was much furprized at the num.
her of religious edifices I beheld. They diflfer in ftrv'dure from thofe which we had
feen in the lower provinces ; inftead of a flender fpire rifing to a great height from an
expanded bafe, the temples of Pagahm, in general, carry up a heavy breadth to very

near the top, and then come abruptly to a point, which give a clumfy appearance fi

the buildings. Many of the moft ancient temples at this place are not folid at the bot-

tom ; a well arched dome fupports a ponderous fuperftrudlure ; within, an image of
Gaudma fits enflirined ; four Gothic doorways open into the dome : in one of thefe I

faw a human figure (landing ereft, which the Seree* told me was Gaudma; and an-

other of the fame perfonage lying on his right fide afleep, both of gigantic ftature.

The divinity, however, is rarely to be found in thefe attitudes ; the pofture in which
he is generally depidured is fitting crofs-legged on a pedeflal, adorned with reprefent-

ations of the leaf of the facred lotus carved upon the bafe ; the left hand of the image
refts upon his lap, and the right is pendei;' Faffing through the fuburbs, we came
to a part where the inhabitants were empl' a exprefling oil from the fefamum feed :

the grain is put into a deep wooden trough > ii which it is preflTed by an upright timber

fixed in a frame j the force is increafed by a long lever, on the extremity of which n.

man fits and guides a bullock that moves in a circle, thus turning and preffing the feed

at the fame time : the machine was fimple, and anfwered the purpofe enedually.

There were not lefs than 2or of thofe mills within a narrow compafs. From the cir-

cumflance of the cattle being in good order, we concluded that they were fed on the

feed after the oil was extracted. The land about Pagahm fcarcely yields fufficient vege-

tation to nouriih goats.

• I fi:fpcA the authenticity of my information on this point, which, 1 imagiiir, proceeded from igno-

tice in the StTcc. Of thcfc figures, which he called Gaudma, I conceive the one ercd to be the Hiiidoo
Auaiida, the other, Nk-rk-) iin, flceping on tLe wateri.

pance
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CHAP. \X."^Emkirk on board the royal Barge.— Leave Pagahm.— Singular Caves.

— Birman Hermits.—Pafs Sirraykioum.—Gncrroutoh.—Country populous.—Shwaye-

dong.— Keonzeec.— Toucheec.— Ltcpac, or pickled Tea.— Kiouptaun, or Line of
Rocks.—'Tanoundain.—Tirroup-mcw, or Chincfe Town.— The Keenduem a large

River.— Cajay Boatmen.— 2 'audaboo.— Manufa6lory of Earthen-ware.— Summei-

kioum.— ManufaHory of Saltpetre and Gunpowder.— Gnameaghee.— Tobacco Plan-

tations.— Sandaht, or Elephant Village.— Mcahmoo.— Tapadain.— The Shaw-
bunder returns.— Kiouptaloun.— Periodical Rj/ings of the River.— Ancient yiva :—
dcfcription of it.— Temple of Shoegunga Praw.— Beautiful Situation of Chagain.—
Appearance of Ummercipoora, the Capital.— Tounzemahn.— Spacious Lake—Reftm

dcncc of the Briiijli Deputation, and Reception on our laftding.

AT nine o'clock in the morning of the 1 1 th of July I took pofleflion of the royal

barge with ceremonious formality, accompanied by the Woondock and Baba-Sheen.

The platform on the outfide contained fpace for thirty-two rowers, fixteen on each fide

;

but on this occafion the oars were not faftened, as it was meant to be drawn by war
boats : the infide was divided into three fmall apartments, handfomely fitted up ; the

roof and fides were lined with white cotton, and the floor covered with carpets and

fine mats. I proceeded in this barge till one o'clock, and then returned to my own
boat, which was a much more convenient though lefs dignified conveyance.

After leaving Neoundah the eaftem bank of the river rifes to a perpendicular

height, eighty or one hundred feet above the river. In the fide of the clifF, rather

more than half way up, we faw fome apertures refembling doorways, and were told

that they were entrances into caves which had formerly been inhabited by hermits, who,
defirous of withdrawing from the world, had excavated thefe abodes with their own
hands, and dwelt in them for the remainder of their lives, preferving no farther inter-

courfe with their fellow creatures than what was neceffary to receive their food, which

was lowered down to them by a rope. The Birmans do not infliO: on themfelves dif-

guftful tortures after the manner of the Hindoos, but they deem it meritorious to mor-

tify the flefli by the voluntary penance of abftemioufnefs and felf denial. Solitary feclu-

fion has, at fome period or other, been accounted praifeworthy in moft countries : dur-

ing the reign of monkifli fuperftition it prevailed very commonly throughout Europe

:

our legendary tales are not wholly unfounded : the Hermit of Warkworth is faid to

have had its origin from a faft. Birmans, however, though bigotted, are not gloomy,

and are in general bleffed with a difpofition too cheerful to retire from the world m
hopelefs defpondency, or fuUen difcontent. «

Our journey this day was flow, and we perceived little that differed from what has

already been deferibed : the iflands formed by the river were long, and fucceeded each

other with fuch fmall intervals, that the full breadth of the river, from bank to bank,

fcldom could be feen ; we judged it to be in moft places three miles wide : our boats

kept near the eaftem fliore, and pafled, on that fide, the towns of Sirraykioum and

Gnerroutoh. During the latter part of the day, the country feemed fertile, and the

foil richer than in the neighbourhood of Pagahm ; the number of inhabitants and cat-

tle denoted a confiderable population. In the evening we brought-to near Shwayedong,

a fmall but neat town, containing about 3oohoufes ranged in a regular ftreet; each

dwelling had a fmall garden, fenced with a bamboo railing. Two monalteries and a

few fmall temples did not claim particular notice, but the tall and wide-fpreading trees

that over-ihadowed them were objefts of pleafing contemplation.
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On the next day, July 1 2th, \vc continued ovir journey, fomclimes going faft, at otlurs

flow and with dilliculty, ns the wind favoured us, the reaches of ttic river winding i\\

much that we had it on all quarters. Keozcc, on the eadern fide, was the place of

moft confequence, and was ornamented with feveral neat temples. At half piill fivi.

in the evening I went on fhore, and found the adjacent country divided into fu Ki;

,

\vhich, at a proper feafon, are cultivated ; the remains of a tobacco plantation, that had

produced a crop in the former year, were yet lying on the ground : detached hills ap.

peared to the caftvvard. We broughr-to, and fpent the night near a fmall village calKil

Toucheac, to the north of Yebbay. Here the inhabitants get their livelihood by felling

Ltpac, or pickled tea-leaf, of which the Birmans are extremely fond. The plant, I was

informed, grows at a place called Palong-niiou, a didrid to the north-eaft of IJmme-

rapoora ; it is very inferior to the tea produced in China, and is feldom ufed but as

a pickle.

On the following day we kept clofe to the eaflern (hore, and the breadth of the river

being in mofl places from three to five miles, it was not eafy minutely to diftinguiilj

objects on the weflern bank. The country, as we advanced north, increafed in popula-

tion, and improved in agriculture ; the land every where indicated a deficiency of rain,

being parched, and broken into deep fiflures, owing to the want of moifture. We
underuood that the feafon had been remarkably dry ; rain, however, was (hortly ex-

pcded. The river, notwithftanding the failure ot the monfoon, continued to rife.

We paffed, on the eaftern fide, Kiouptaun, or the Line of Rocks, Tanoundain, a refpeft.

able town, with feveral other towns and villages. In the evening we brought-to at an

ifland oppofite Tirroup-mew, or Chinefe City : there is a fmall diftritt that bears the fame

name, called fo in commemoration of a viftory gained here over an army of Chinelb

that invaded the Birman empire feme centuries ago, at the period when Pagahm was the

feat of government ; whence it appears, that the Chinefe have long confidered this king,

dom as a defirable conqueft, and have made more than one fruitlefs attempt to accoin-

plifli its fubjedion.

The next day we flopped five miles above Tirroup-mew, where the Keenduem min-

gles its waters with thofe of the Irrawaddy : this great river comes from the north-weft,

and divides the country of CaflTay from that of Ava. The Birmans fay, that it has its

f lurce in a lake three months' journey to the northward ; it is navigable, as far as the

Birman territories extend, for velfels of burthen. An intelligent man belonging to

Dr. Buchanan's boat informed him, that the moft diftant town in the poffeflion of the

Birmans on the Keenduem, was named Nakioung, and the firft Shaan town * was called

1 hanj,dat. 'Ihc entrance of the Keenduem feemed fomewhat lefs than a mile wide : the

Irrawaddy, immediately above the junftion, became much narrower ; but I imagine a

ft ream was concealed, and that what appeared to be the limits of the river was the

bank of an ifland formed by anoihtr branch.

In the men who rowed the war-boats that accompanied the barge from Ummera-
poora, I had remarked features diflering much from the other boatmen, and a foftncfs

of countenance that refembled more the Bengal than the Birman charadter of face

;

on inquiry, I learned that they were Caflayers, or the fons of CaflTayers, who had been

brought away from their native country, at times when the Birmans carried their pre-

datory incurfions acrofs the Keenduem. Eaflern invaders who do not intend to occupy

li 'H

• S' aan, or Slian, is a v.-ry comprehcnfive term given to different nations, fome independent, others the

fuhjc(;t< of the jjreater ftat . : tliu the Birmans frequently niL-iilion tlie Mclap-Shaan, or Shaao fubjcdt to

the Birmaiw j the Yoodrt-Sbaan, lubjcft to the Siamefe ; the Caffay-Sliaan, to the Caffaycr*.

6 the
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the territories they overrun, ufually adopt the policy of conveying away the inhabitants,

particularly children, whom they eftablifli within their own dominions, and thus acquire

addiiionid ftrength by augmenting the number of their fubjedts. This has been a

praftice of Afiatic warfare from time immemorial : the laft conteft of the Englifti with

llyder Ally depopulated the Carnatic. Children, until they attain a certain age, may
be tranfplanted with fafety, and will aifimilate to any foil : but after arriving at the

years of maturity, the mod lenient treatment will hardly reconcile the human mind to

coercive detention in a foreign country. The fpot where a perfon has palTed the tender

years of life, the long remembered and imprefllve interval between infancy and manhood,
be it where it may, is ever dear to him. I (hould willingly have converfed with the

Cafl'ay boat people refpefting their nation, but my fituation forbad me either to gratify

my own curiofity, or fandion the enquiries of others.

At ten o'clock we reached the town of Yandaboo, remarkable for its manufaftories

of earthen-ware j and in the courfe of the day we paffcd many towns and villages, on
each fide agreeably fhaded by trees, particularly by the palmyra and the tamarind.

Early in the evening we brought-to in a creek whicn leads up to a large town named
Summei-kioum : after dinner Dr. Buchanan and myfelf took a walk along the margin

of the creek, which carried us to the town by a wide circuit : we found the houfes,

though numerous, mean, and very irregularly built ; the grounds in the neighbourhood

were embanked for the cultivation of rice. The foil appeared to be good, but the

inhabitants expreffed the utmoft anxiety on the fubjeft of rain j not a drop had yet fallen

here, although in the common courfe of I'cafons the monfoon (hould have commenced
three weeks earlier. The poor people were carefully hufbanding their rice-ftraw for

the fupport of their cattle, large herds of which were endeavouring to pick up a fub-

fiftence from the parched blades of grafs, in fields that were covered with duft in-

ftcad of verdure. The appearance of thefe animals befpoke exceflive poverty, if not

aftual famine.

At Summei-kioum there is the grcateft manufaftory of faltpetre and gunpowder in

the kingdom : here alfo is prepared the gunpov/der that is required for the royal maga-
zines : it is the folc occupation of the inhabitants. Neither faltpetre nor gunpowder
are fufFored to be exported under any plea, nor can the fmalled quantity be fold without

a fpecial licence from Ibmc man in power.

Early in the morning we left the neighbourhood of gunpowder and faltpetre

:

temples and villages lined the banks fo thickly that it would be tedious to enumerate

them. At nine o'clock we flopped at Gnameaghee, celebrated for producing the bed
tobacco in the Birman empire ; many brick-kilns were on fire, preparing materials for

building temples, of which there appeared to be already a fufficient number. Purfuing

our journey, we pafi'cd numerous iflands, fome of them were cultivated, and had

houfes, inhabitants, and trees. Towards evening the wind fuddenly rofe to a ftorm
;

Mr. Wood and myfdl: reached Sandaht, or Elephant Village ; Dr. Buchanan's boat

could not make head againll wind and dream, and dropped an anchor ; perceiving his

fituation, I liifpatched one of the war-boats to his aid, when the united efforts of both

crews loon brought him in fafety to the fleet. Sandaht is a fmall town, which, toge-

ther with the lands atljaccnt, is occupied entirely by the elephant-keepers belonging to

the royal dables. The King is the fole proprietor of all the elephants in his domi-

nions, and the privilege to ride on or keep one of thefe animals is an honour granted

only to men of the very fird rank and confequence : His BiT-man Majedy is laid to

poffefs 6000. In India, female elephants arc prized beyond males, on account of their

being more tradable : but in Ava it is the reverfe j females are never ufed on date

occa.lons.
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occafions, and feldom for ordinary riding, which caufes the other fex to be of much
higher value : it rarely happens, however, that either one or the other is to be pur-

chafed ; the King's exclufive right, and the limited ufe that is made of them, prevent

their becoming an article of common fale.

We fet out at an early hour next morning ; Meahmoo, on the weftern fide, appeared

from the water to be a large town, fhaded by groves of palmyra trees : it is remarkable

for a manufadory of coarfe chequered cotton cloth, fuch as is worn by the lower clafs

of people. Yapadain, a town on the eaflern fide, was diftinguifhed by feveral teniplc s,

and a handfome monaftery. About twelve o'clock the Shawbundcr, who, after the

interview at Loonghee had returned to Ava, again met us j he had travelled with great

expedition, having been at court, and made his report : the prefent vifit was a Ipor-

taneous aft of civility ; he pofleffed a fmall jaghire, or perfonal eftate, in the neighbour-

hood, where he had prepared fome refrefliments, of which he requefted I would ftop

to partake. I complied with his defire, and accompanied him to a bower formed in a

clump of bamboos en the bank of the river, and (haded from the fun by an artificial

awning of grafs : here we found a profufion of fruits, milk, butter, and preferves, in

dilhes laid out on carpets ; a company of dancing girls and muficians from a nei^bour-

ing village entertained us with their mufic and graces. I remained as fhort a tune as

was coniiflent with civility, and then purfued my voyage. We pafled in our progrels

feveral populous villages pleafantly fituated, and adorned with well-inclofed gardens

and orchards of plantain, guava, and other fruit-trees. At night we brought-to at

Kiouptaloum, where a large temple, furrounded by feveral finall buildings, was the only

objed that merited particular attention.

Next day we got under way at the cuftomary hour, and made but flow progrefs, the

wind heading us fo far that the fquare fails of the Birman boats could not keep full

;

oars and poles were plied with vigour. The river, which, though it had not yet rifen

to its utmoft periodical height, had overflowed its banks, filled all the watercourfes,

and inundated the low grounds adjacent to its bed. As the force of the current lay in the

middle of the ftream, in order to avoid its influence we frequently navigated through
fields, in which the tall grafs and reeds appeared above the furface of the water, and
the trees had their ftems immerfed beneath the flood. The fwelling of the Irrawaddy

is not influenced by the quantity of rain which falls in the vallics, but by the torrents

that rufli down from the mountains. Notwithftanding the drought in the champaign
country had been greater this year than ufual, the river was fwollen to its regular

height, which, I was informed, it rarely fell ftiort of or exceeded : indeed, this part of

the country is feldom refreflied by copious rains, but, like Egypt, depends on the over-

flowing of its river to fertilize the foil. The Irrawaddy, during the monfoon months,
rifes and fubfides three or four times. As our diftance from Ummerapoora diminiflied,

towns and villages on each fide recurred at fuch fliort intervals, that it was in vain to

enauire the name of each diflind afliemblage of houfes ; each, however, had its name,
and was for the moft part inhabited by one particular clafs of people, profefling fome
feparate trade, or following fome peculiar occupation. We were fhewn a tomb eroctt d
to the memory of a perfon of high diftindion, who had been accidentally drowned near
that place fifteen years before ; it was an oblong brick building, one ftory high, with
eight or nine doors opening towards the river. Many beautiful temples and kioums
would have engaged our attention had we not already feen fuch numbers, and been
aflfured that all we had viewed fell far ftiort of thofe which we fliould have an opportunity
of beholding at the capital. We brought-to late in the evening, at the lower landing-

place ofwhat was once the city ofAva, and the metropolis of all the Birmaii umpire.

In
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Ithe momfng I took a hafty view of Aungwa, or Ava ; It is divided into «n upper

<i
Wd lower city, both of which are fortified : the lower, which is the moft extenfive, I

' judged to be about four miles in ch-cumference ; it is protefted by a wall thirty feet

I fiign, at the foot of which there is a deep and broad foife. The communication be-

tween the fort and the country is over a mound of earth crofling the ditch, that fup-

ports a caufeway ; an embankment of earth in the infide fuftains the wall ; the upper

or fmaller fort, which may be called the citadel, and does not exceed a mile in circuit,

was much ftronger and more compa£b than the lower ; but ndther the upper nor the

lower had a ditch on the fide of the river. The walls are now mouldering mto decay

;

ivy clings to the fides, and buflics fufFered to grow at the bottom, undermine the founda-

tion, and have already caufed large chafms in the different faces of the fort. The ma-
terials of the houfes, confifting chiefly of wood, had, on the firft order for removing,

been tranfported to the new city of Ummerapoora : but the ground, unlefs where it la

covered with buihes or rank grafs, dill retains traces of former buildings and ftreets.

The lines of the royal palace, of the Lotoo, or grand council hall, the apartments of the

women, and the fpot on which the piafath, or imperial fpu'e, had flood, were pointed out

to us by our guide. Clumps of bamboos, a few plantain trees, and tall thorns, occupy

the greater part of the area of this lately flounfliing capital. We obferved two dwelling

houfes of brick and mortar, the roofs of which had fallen in ; thefe, our guide faid, had
belonged to colars, or foreigners : on entering one, we found it inhabited only by bats,

which flew in our faces, whilil our fenfe of fmelling was offended by their filth, and by
the noifome mildew that hung upon the walls. Numerous temples on which the Bir-

mans never lay facrilegious hands, were dilapidating by time. It is impollible to draw

a more ftriking pidure of defolation and rum.
Among the religious buildings within the fort, one named Shoegunga Praw, noways

diftinguiihed for fize or fplendour, was informer times held peculiai'ly lacrcd, and is (lilt

reverenced above the reft. At the prefent day, when an officer of rank is about to

enter on a great public truft, or a new commander is appointed to the army, the oath

of allegiance is adminiftered in this temple with great folemnity, a breach of which is

confidered the moft heinous crime that a Birraan can be guilty of, and is invariably

puniihed by the fevereft tortures. How Shoegunga obtained this diftin£lion I was not

able to learn. We were informed that a temple of much greater magnitude, named
Logatherpoo Praw, ftood a fhort diftance to the weftward of the fort, m which was a

coloflal figure of Gaudma, formed out nf a folid block of marble. This temple and

image we had a better opportunity of vying on our return.

Leaving Ava in our rear, the river beii s again to the northward, when the oppofite

city of Chagain, and the fpires, the turrets, and the lofty piafath of Ummerapoora,
create an unexpected pleafure, and exhibit a fine contraft to the gloomy and deferted

walls of Ava. Ch^ain, on the north fide, once too the feat of imperial refideace, is

fituated partly at the foot and partly on the fide of a rugged hill that is broken into

feparate eminences, and on the fummit of each ftands a fpiral temple ; thefe temples,

rifing irregularly one above another to the top of the mountain, form a beautiful anem-
blage of objefts, the effeft of which is increafed by their being carefully whitewaihed

and kept in repair. As we failed near the oppofite fhore the fun flione full upon the

hill, atui its refle£ted rays difpfayed the fcenery to the higheft advantage ; in addition

to this, the fwollen ftate of the river gave to the waters the femblance of a vaft lake,

interfperfed with iflands, in which the foundations of Ummerapoora feemed to be im-

nierfeid. Numberlcfs boats were palling up and down, and the houfes on the weftern,
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or rather fonthern flioro, appeared, from'their uninterrupted ruccoilion, to be a continued

town, or the fubiiibs of" a city.

At t\v< Ivc o'clock we came to the mouth of the channel that communicates with

the lake oF Tounzemahn, lhroughwhich.it receives its waters from the river. The
fituation of Umincrapoora has already been defcribed ; the fouthem face of the fort

is wafhed, during the rainy fcafon, by the waves of the lake, and the houfcs of the city

and fiibiirbs extend along the bank as far as the extreme point of land. Acrofs the

lake, and oppofite to the fort, (lands the finall village of Tounzemahn, near which, in

a tall grove of mango, palmyra, and cocoa-nut trees, a dwelling was prepared for the

Britifh deputation. On entering the lake, the number of boats that were moored, as in

a harbour, to avoid the influence of the fweeping flood, the finguiurity of their con-

Itrudion, the height of the waters, which threaten inundation to tl\r whole city, and
the amphitheatre of lofty hills that nearly furrounded us, altogether prefented a novel

fcene, exceedingly interefting to a ftranger. We rowed towards the grove, whilft the

greater part of tne fleet went to the oppofite fide : on reaching the bank, 1 perceived a

war-boat belonging to the Maywoon of IVgue, who, I underftoood, was at the grove

waiting our arrival. I was received on landing by Baba-Sheen, and fome inferior offi-

cers ; they accompanied me to the houfe, which was fituated about three hundred yards

from the brink of the bke, overfhadowed by lofty trees, fhat completely defended it

from the meridian fun. When we came to the entrance of the virando, or balcony,

the Maywoon of Pegue, the governor of Bamoo, a province bordering on China, and
the Woondock before mentioned, welcomed me to the capital. Being feated on car-

pets fpread along the floor, the converfation turned on general topics, and particularly

on European geography, a fubjeft on which the governor of Bamoo appeared very

defirous of information. After fome time, the Woondock, addreffing himfelf to me,
faid, that His Birman Majefty had been abfent a few months, at a country refidence

named Meengoung, where he was eredllng a magnificent temple to their divinity

Gaudma, but was expefted to return foon to Ummerapoora ; that in the mean
time inftruftions had been given to his miniflcrs to provide every thing requifite for

the accommodation of the Englifh gentlemen, and that Baba-Sheen was conunandcd
to refide near us, in order to fupply our wants, and to communicate our wifhes : to this

the Maywoon of Pegue added, that the two inferior Serees, or provincial under fecre-

taries, who had accompanied us from Rangoon, were likewife direfted to attend to our

orders ; and being pcrfons to whom we were accuflomed, would probably be more
agreeable to us than entire ftrangers.

Thefe polite and hofpitable attentions were received and acknowledged by me with

real fatisfadion ; nor was it at all diminiflied by the freedom with which the Woondock
informed me, that it was contrary to the etiquette of the Birman court, for a public

minifter from a foreign nation to go abroad before his firft audience. He therefore

hoped I would not cofs the lake in perfon, or fuffer any of my people to do fo, until

the ceremonials wei <: paft ; but as our cuftoms difiered from theirs, and the Europeans

habituated themfelves to take exercife, I was at full liberty to walk or ride into the

country, or over the plains that lay between our dwelling and the hills, as far as I

thought proper ; recommending to me, at the fame time, not to go to any great

didance, as it would be confidered by the common people in the light of a derogation

from my own confequence. I thanked him for his counfel, which was delivered with

many expreflions of civility, and readily acquiefced in what he aflured me was an

cdabUfhed cuftom.
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This ufage of debarring a public niiniftcr from entering the capital previous to l\is

firft formal prefontation, 1 underUood, was neither recent nor uncommon ; it has long

been the known practice of the Birman and Siamcfc governments ; Monfieur Loubere

makes mention of it in his Account of an Embafl'y to Siam, fent from the court of

Louis the Fourteenth. It is founded on that cautious policy which governs all nations

i-a(tward of India in their intercourfe with foreign dates.

CHAP. "K.. — Place of Rcftdence defcrihcd. — Deputation from China provincial, not

imperial. — Rboom, a Duildingfometimes attached to private Houfes— Reafon of it. —
Munificence of the Birman Government.— Letterfrom General Erfkine—opened by

the Birman Minifler— /Apology. — Appearance of the adjacent Country— parchedfor
Want of Rain.— Caffay Farmers. — Women indujlrious— row the Boats—fond of
finging. — Cbinefe Muftc difcordant and troublefome.— Indolence of the Chinefe. —
King returns to the Capital. — Eclipfe of the Moon. — Reafon of Delay. — Pride of
the Court — its Pundilioufnefs. — Letter from the Governor General tranflated.—
Prefent a Memorial.— Embitffies ufually confifi of three Members.— Vijttfrom the

junior Deputies from China. — Wbnnfical Ceremony.— Return the Viftt. — Subject of
Converfation,

AS foon as my vifitors took their leave, I made a furvey of our new habitation
;

it was a fpacious houfe of one ftory, raifed from the ground fomewhat more than two
feet, and better covered than Birman houfes ufually are : it confided of two good
fized rooms and a large virando, or balcony : the partitions and walls were made of

cane mats, with latticed windows in the fides ; the fhape of the roof was fuch as

diftinguifhes the houfes of nobles : it was altogether a comfortable habitation, and well

adapted to the climate. Mr. Wood had a fmaller houfe erefted behind mine, and
parallel to it ; and Dr. Buchanan another at right angles. Small feparate huts were
conftrufted for the guard, and for our attendants ; the whole was furrounded by a

ftrong bamboo paling, which inclofed a court-yard. There were two entrances by
gates, one in front of my houfe, the other backwards ; at each of thefe, on the

outfide of the paling, was a (bed, in which a Birman guard was ported, to protect

us from thieves, keep off the populace, and probably to watch and report our
movements.

On the (kirts of the fame grove, in a line with our dwelling, fimilar houfes were
erefted for three Chinefe deputies, who had arrived at Ummerapoora about two
months before us : thefe perfonages were reprefented as compofing a royal mifllon

from tho Imperial city of Pekin ; but circumftances early led me to fufpeft that their

real ch^.racter did not rife higher than that of a provincial deputation from Manchegee,

or Yunan, the fouth-weft province of China, which borders on the kingdom of

Ava : a conjefture that was afterwards confirmed. They had accompanied the

Governor of Bamoo, which is the frontier province, to the capital ; and I underftood

that their bufmefs was to adjull fome mercantile concerns relating to the jee, or mart,

where the commodities of the two empires are brought and bartered. It was not at all

improbable, that the mifTion had been fanftioned by the authority of the Emperor
of China, efpecially as the principal member of it was a native of Pekin, and had
kitely come from thence : but the falfe pride of the Birman court fuggefted the
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pufrile • expedient of reprefcnting it to us as an imperial embafly ; a diftin£\ion to

which, I was privately informed from an authentic fourco, it poiTuncd no pretcnfions

whatever. The members, however, were treated apparently with much pcrfonal

rofpcd and attention.

The buililiiig denominated Rhoom has already been defcribed as the oflicial hall

of judicf, where the mnnhcrs of provincial governments and all municipal officers,

are iiccullomed to allbmble for the tranfadion of public bufinefs. Kvory man of high

rank in the 15irman einpirc is a magidratc, and has a place of this defcription and

name contiguous to his dwelling ; but always on the outfide of the enclofure of his

court-yard, and not furrounded by any fence or railing, in order to manifell publicity,

and (hew that it is the fi-at of majelty and jullicc, to which all mankind may have

free accefs. An imperial matidatc to a governor, or an order from a governor to a

petty miougee, or chief of a fmall town or dillrict, is invariably opened ami read

aloud in this fandified hail. The Birman government in the admmiltration of public

affairs, fullers no Inch thing as jirivacy or concealment. The rhoom is likewile an

appendage of dignity, as it denotes him to whufe habitation it is annexed to be apcrlbn

of rank and coni'equence : a building of this fort was erected within a few yards of the

front gate of our iin-lofure.

For two days aftci our landing, the boatmen and fervants were employed in tranf.

porting our baggage from the boats to the houfe, and our time was chiefly taken up

m arrtmging the domellic economy of our new rcfidence, in which we found a liberal

pTovifum of all fuch necelTaries as the natives themfelves require ; my rooms were

carpeted, but the chairs, tables, &c. were my own. Rice, gee (clarified butter),

firewood, and pots for drefling viduals, were fupplied to our people in abundance.

A few flails, or petty fhops, were eftablifhed in tlie grove, to alibrd the finalier

ingredients of cookery, fuch as greens, fpiccs, fait, tamarinds, &c. Here alfo

tobacco and beetle leaf were fold ; and to enable olir attendants to purchafe fuch

articles, one hundred tackal, about 12I. fterling, were diflributcd amongfl them:

tliis was an aft of munificence which I with great difficulty avoided the obligation of, in

my own perfon ; but no remonflrance could prevail on the Birman officer to difpenfe

with it in the inflancc of our domcfHcs.

The delinquent refugees, of whom mention has been made in a former part of this

work as having been furrendored by order of the governor-general, to the juftice of

their country, had reached Uinmerapoora [ume weiks previous to our arrival. Th(?

Birman guard that cicorted them had brought a letter direfted to me from General

Erfkine, the Englifli commander at Chittigong ; this letter the Birman minifler, as it

was alleged, through miflakc, but more probably by defign, caufed to be opened,

and procured a tranflation from an Armenian interpreter. The circumfhince was

reported to the King, who ordered that the letter fliould be fafely depofited in the

Lotoo, and given to me on my arrival : the royal injunftions were punctually obeyed
j

an officer, in his drefs of ceremony, brought it over. A propofal was firfl made,

that I Ihould go niyfelf to the rhoom, folicit its reftoration, receive it as an aft of grace,

• Tlie Chlnc'e fecm to liavc been actuated by a policy cmully abfiird, when they iafnrmed Sir Gcorj;e

Staunton, at tlic time of the fonnal iiitrodudioii of Lord Macartney, that " AnibafTadors from Pcgui"

were prcfcnt } and that " Si;\in, Ava, and Pegiie were tributary to China:" fiicli unworthy decentioni,

not being cxpetJicd, could iiardly be guarded au^ainft. The courts of Ava and Pckin aj>pear to relomble

each other in many po;nt»; but in nunc more than in their vanity, which often manifcfti itfclf in a manmr

Mot kit riUiculgut than cuiitcmptible.

13 and



fVMEb'li JiMAAASV TO AtA, ^$g

nntl do homage to the King, by bowing with my f.icu towurJa the paluce. From this

I entirely diirc-ntcd, as the cuiilu ot complaint was with nu-, and conlldiMicc had iri

fomc nu-afurc been violated by their breaking the fral. I ilo not ima^;iny that tlu* propofi.

tion originated from any authority, as it was immediately given up, and the letter, ia

a fdk wrapper, was forn»ally prel'ented to mc on a tray, by the olficor who conveyed

it acrofs the lake.

Being now comfortably K)dged, wo had loifure to take a view of the circumjacent

country, and obl'erve the objeds that immediately furrounded us. Behind the j;rovo

in which we lived was a fmuoth extenlive plain, interlccted by the etnl)ankiiuius of
what, in the pall year, had been fields of rice, but which prbmifed, this foalbn, to be
an unprodudive walle, owing to the uncommon drought : notwithftaiuliiig the fpot

we were on was elevated very little above the prefent level of the lake, which hud
now nearly reached its utnwil heigiit, yet the ground was parched up, and divided

into chafnis from want of moifture, Dark and rugged mountaiii.i, about eight miles

diftant, bounded the profpcd to the fouth-weft : feveral hnall villages wore featured

over the plain, and on the (kirts of the grove, inhabited, as we were informed, by
native CalTaycrs, or the defcendants of Caflayers, who had been carried into

captivity by the Birman invaders durhig their predatory expeditions acrofs liic

Keendoum.
IheSeree who accompanied me faid, that thcfe people,whom he called Munniporpfins,

from Munniporc, the capital of Caffay, were in g^'neral become reconcil :d to ijheir

ftate of fcrvitudc, owing to their having been broiit^ht away very young from their

own country: the fuperior indudry and (kill whli i :hey pollel's over tiie Birmans in

different branches of handicraft, fupplied them wltli a comfortable fubfillencc. Thofe
in our neighbourhood were farmers and gardeners, who cultivated pulfo, greens,

onions, and fuch vegetables as Birmans ufe j thefo articles they tranfport at an early

hour acrofs the lake to the city, where they retail them in the maiket, and bring

home the produce at night; »his bufmefs is moftly performed by females; one man,
commonly a perfon in years, accompanies each boat, in which, flanding ereft, he
afts as fteerfman, whilft the women, ufually from ten to fourteen in number, fitting

with their legs acrofs, row fhort oars, or ufe paddles, according to the fize of the

vefl'el : when they fet out in a morning, they proceed in fdence ; but returning at

night they join in jocund c 'lorus, and time the Ihoke of their oan; to the bars of their

fong. We were ferenaded ev cy evening from duik till ten o'clock by fuccelfive

parties of thefe joyous females, whofe drains, though unpolifhed, were always melodious

and plcafing. The Birmans, both men and women, are fond of finging whillt at

work : it lightens their labour : " fong fweetens toil, how rude foe'er the found."

Unfortunately our mufic was not confined to thefe paffnig chantreffes ; there Wi.re

other performers, lefs agreeable, nearer to us. Our neighbours, tlic deputies from

China, unluckily for the repofe of thofe from Britain, happened to be amateurs in

thtir way, and had amongd their dependants a felecl band of muficians, fuch as I

certainly had never heard equalled ; it is impoffiblc to dcfcribe the horrible noifes

that iifued from gongs, drums, cymbals, an inflrument with two firings, which may
be called a fiddle, and fomcthing like a clarionet, that fent forth a found more grating

to the ear than all the reft. This was their conftant nodurnal amul'emcnt, which

never ended before midnight, and was nut once remitted till the principal perfonage

of tiie embaffy became fo hidil'pofed that he could endure it no longer. Whilfl he

lingered, we enjoyed tranquillity ; but after his deceafe the concert recommenced,

and

f-.
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and continued, to our great annoyance, till they quitted the grove to return to their

native country.

The oppofite habits of different nations were here ftrikingly evinced in the diffimi-

larity between the manners of the Engli(h and thofe of the Chinefe ; the latter never

left the precinfts of their habitation, or manifefted a delire to leave it, except to loll in

eafy chairs, and finoke their long pipes in the cool of the evening on the margin of the

lake, about two or three hundred yards in front of their houfe. The Engliih gentle-

men accuftomed themfelves either to walk or ride three or four miles in the morning
before breakfaft, and the fame diftance in the afternoon, a circumftance that did not

efcape the notice of the Birmans. My cuftomary route was in a fouthern dircdion,

over pathyi'ays that led through rice fields, in my return making a circuit along the

green border of the lake. Although there was not the leafl: caufe to apprehend either

mjury or infolence, I was always attended in my excurfions by fix or eight foldiers,

and by as many of my private fervants, armed with fabres, who feemed to attrad no
lefs notice than myfelf. "When I met any of the natives, particularly women, they

fquatted down into the pofture of refpedt. As foon as the novelty of my appearance

had a little worn off, I was told that they were (till anxious to know why a perfon

confulting his own amufement, and mafter of his own time, fhould walk fo faft ; but

on being informed that I was *' a Colar," or itranger, and that it was the cuftom of

my Country, they were reconciled to this as well as to every other iGt that did not coin-

cide with their own prejudices and ufage.

In a few days the return of the King was announced by the difchange of rockets, and
by the general buftle that fo important an event caufed among all claffes of people : we
faw notning of the difplay ; which we underftood, on this occafion, was not at all

pompous.
The period of our arrival occurred at a junfture that fupplied the Birman court with

a plaufiLle excufe for poftponing the confideration of public buflnefs, and delaying my
form^ reception, as well as the delivery of the letter from the govemor-general to the

King. It fo happened, that in the enfuing month there was to be an eclipfe of the

moon, an operation of nature which they afcribe to the interference of a malignant

demon. On fuch an occafion, affairs of flate, and all important matters of bufmefs

that will admit of procraflination, are put off to the following month. The aflrolo-

gers were affembled to confult on the firfl fortunate day after the lapfe of that inau«

ipicious moon, when they difcovered that the feventeenth of the month Touzelien, cor-

refponding with the 30th of Auguft, was the earlieft that would occur, and that day

was accordingly appointed for the public reception of the Engliih embaffy.

Caution and policy had, perhaps, as great a fhare with the Birmans as fuperflition,

in thus retarding the ceremony of our introduftion : it was to them a novel incident

;

they were defirous to penetrate thoroughly into the objefts we had in view, before any

part of the fubjed came into formal difcuffion. They might probably alfo wifli to have

an opportunity to judge of our national charafter, and to determine, from our conduft,

in what manner to regulate their own : if fuch were their motives, they were confident

with that fagacity which I found invariably difplaycd by the Birman govermnent in all

its rcfoJutions and ads of a public nature.

But the prevailing charadteriflic of the Birman court is pride ; like the fovereign of

China, His Majefty of Ava acknowledges no equal ; indeed it is the fixed principle of

all nations caftward of Bengal, to confider foreign minifters as fuppliants come to folicit

protcdion, not as reprefentatives who may demand redrefs ^ rather as vaflab to render

homage,
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homage, than as perfons vefted with authority to treat on equal terms. Of this fyftem

I was early apprized, and felt no difappointment at hearing of a general rumour cur-

rent among the higher ranks of Birmans, that a deputy had arrived from the Englifli

government, bearing tribute for their King. Reports of this nature were no other-

wife regarded, than as an admonition to regulate my aflions with fcrupulous circum-

fpeftion.

Amongft other regulations of this punftilious court, I was given to underftand, that

it was not cuftomary for the King to receive any letter in ^ formhl manner without

being previoufly apprized of its contents. This created fome difficulty in refpeft to the

letter from the governor-general, which was at length furmounted by an agreement

on my part to admit of a copy being made in my prefence; but it was ftipulated by
them, that it Ihould be tranfcribed in the rhoom adjacent to my houfe, and not in my
private refidence. In this propofal I acquiefced ; and accordingly a formal deputation,

confiding of feven or eight officers of ftate, was direfted to proceed to the rhoom,
where they were to open the letter, and fee it properly tranfcribed : thefe perfonages

came with much parade, apparelled in their robes of ceremony ; on landing they

walked direftly to the rhoom, and, having taken their feats, fent a Terrezogee, or
inferior officer, along with Baba-Sheen, to requeft I would come, and bring with me
the governor-general's letter ; I obeyed this fuinmons, accompanied by the other

gentlemen and our ufual attendants. On entering the rhoom, I was civilly defired,

as the occ- Hon was a folemn one, to make obeifince towards the piafath, or fpire of

the royal pulace, which was more than two miles diftant, a ceremony that I complied

with by raifing my right hand to my head, and making a flight inclination of my body,

after the manner of the Mahomedan Salaam. Being feated, I delivered the letter,

which was written in Englifli and in Perfian, to the Woondock, or fuperior 'officer

:

it was immediately opened by a fecretary : and an Armenian interpreter, named
Muckatees, who fpoke and wrote Englifli fluently, was ordered to make a copy in

Englifli, whilft a Muflulman moonfliee made another in Perfian. When the writing

was finiflied, I delivered a paper, which I defired migh*^ be laid before His Majefty's

council, declaratory, in general terms, of the friendly viflies and views of the gover-

nor-general in deputing me to the Birman court, and expreffing my defire to maintain

a confidential intercourfe with fuch perfons as His Majefly or his council, fliould think

proper to authorize.

The bufinefs being concluded, I returned to my houfe, and received a ceremonious

vifit from the Birman officers, among whom there were fome perfonages of high dif-

tinftion ; a Woondock, but not the one that met me at Pagahm, prefided ; the mafter

of the elephants, the old governor of Peenkeing, two Seredogees, or fecretaries of

ftate, and fome other officers, whofe names and Itations I did not learn, were prefent j

their robes, which were very graceful, were made either of velvet or flowered fatin, with

wide bodies, and loofe fleeves : they were all invefl:ed with the chain of nobility, and
wore caps covered with light green taffety. Three, of higher rank than the reft, had
a wreath of gold leaves encircling the bottom of their caps, not unlike the ftrawberry

leaves in a ducal coronet ; their attendants, who were numerous, carried a variety of

utenfils, fuch as their beetle box, water flaggon, drinking cup, and fpitting pot ; of

which latter, from their filthy pradtice of chewing beetle, they flood iii conftant need.

I regaled them with tea, and Englifli rafpberry jam fpread on bilcuits : although they

praifed, I do not think they much reliflied our preferve ; they ate fparingly, and re-

freflied themfelves with copious bowls of tea, unadulterated either by cream or Aigar.

About this time the Chincfe minifter, who has already been mentioned as labouring

9 under
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under fevere indlfpofitlon, fent me a polite meflage, exprefliiig his regret that he had
it not in his power to vifit me in perfon, but that his two colleagues would wait on me
whenever I Ihould be at leifure to receive them ; I returned my acknowledgments, and

^appointed the following day.

It is cuftomary among nations eaftward of Bengal, when a public deputation is fent

to a foreign court, to nominate three members, who conftitute a council : although

theprefidcnt or chief of thefe is inverted with all the power, and controls the proceed,

ings of the reft, yet the diftinftion between them is not fo wide as to preclude the

juniors from a high degree of confequence being attached to their ftations } and in

cafe of thedemife of the principal, the fenior furvivor executes all diplomatic fundions,

thus wifely guai'ding* againrt any impediment which a cafualty might throw in the way
of negotiation.

The two junior members of the Chinefe deputation came at the appointed hour,

accompanied by feven or eight attendants. There is no perfonage on earth fo folemn

and ceremonious as a Chinefe officer of ftate ; his dignity is preferved by profound

iilence, unlcfs when occafion renders it neccflary to exercife the faculty of fpeech,

,vhich is always flow, monotonous, and dull ; even gentlemen, in the familiarity of

private life, feldom depart from their gravity, or relax into a fmile. On entering a

room where there is company, good breeding is evinced by a modeft but pertinacious

refufal to fit down till the mailer of the houle is firft feated, which would be an equal

violation of decorum on his part. This cuftom, I was told, fometimes produces a very

ludicrous fcene, and the guefts are not unfrequently obliged to be dragged to their

chairs, and placed in them almoft by compulfion. My houfe being about to undergo

fome alteration, I had caufed a fuite of tents, which I had brought with me, to be

pitched for our temporary accommodation ; in thefe I made arrangements to receive

my vifitors, who were exaft to their time. On entering the door of the marquee, they

both made an abrupt ftop, and refiiled all folicitation to advance to chairs, that had been

prepared for them, until I fliould firft be feated : in this dilemma Dr. Buchanan, who
had vifited China, advifcd me what was to be done ; I immediately feized on the fore.

moft, whilft the doftor himfclf grappled with the fecond : thus we foon fixed them in

their feats, both parties, during the ftruggle, repeating Chin Chin, Chin Chin, the

Chinefe term of falutation. I'hc converfation was not at all lively or interefting ; for,

though I fat between them, our words had to make a wide circuit before they reached

each other's coniprchcnfion. I fpoke in the language of Hindoftan to a Muflulman

who undcrftood Birman, he delivered it to a Birman who fpoke Chinefe, this Birnian

gave it to the firft official donveftic, who repeated it to his mafter in the Chinefe

tongue. Our wines, port, claret, and madeira, all excellent of their kind, were

ferved up ; thefe, however, were too cold for Chinefe palates ; my vifitants did not

feem to reliffi them ; but when cherry-brandy was introduced, their approbation was

manifcfted by the fatisfaclion with which each of them fwallowed a large glafs-full of

the liquor : they tafted our tea, and, before they departed, politely prefented me wiih

fome fans, two or three pieces of filk, two fmall boxes of tea, and three bottles of

fliouchou, a ver)' fiery fpirit diftilled from rice, of which the Chinefe are extremely

fond. I returned the vifit on the following day, and was received with as much pomp
and oftentation as circumftances would admit ; in front of the houfe a filk cnfign

waved, on which was embroidered the imperial dragon of China, and at their g;ite

were fufpended whips and ch;iins, importing the power which the owner poifelled to

inflict cofjxjral punimnient. The two junior members met me at the threftiold of

their habitation, apologized for the unavoidable abfcncc of the chief perfonage, and

introduced
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Introduced me into a hall, the walls of which were concealed by fcreens of Alk, and

the chairs covered with loofe pieces of fatin ; this interview was rendered more into-

refting than the former, by a fpontaneous queftion on the part of the fenior Chinefe,

to know whether I had heard of the fafe arrival of Lord Macartney in England. His

lordfliip having left China only the preceding year, it was not poflible to have had

accounts of his reaching England, and the'inue of his lordlhip's negociations was at

that time wholly unknown ; confequently, beine unacquainted both with the objefts

and event of that fplendid million, I felt myfelf rather on delicate ground in regard

to the enquiries which I, on my part, wilhed to make. In order to draw feme con<

clufion from their difcourfe, I encouraged them to purfue the topic, by alking how
his lordfliip's health had borne the viciffitudes of climate ?. They replied, that they

only knew of the embafly from report, and feemed reluftant to enter mto particulars,

with which, it is probable, they were entirely unacquainted : I did not, therefore,

prefs the fubjed farther; but I was not fuffered to remain long in doubt what their

fentiments were. Chinefe vanity fcarcely yields to that of the Birmans ; here was an
opportunity, by exaggeration and mifreprefentation, of indulging their own pride at

the expence of^the Englifh nation, which, in the accounts circulated by them at Urn-
merapoora refpe£ting the embafly to China, they did not negle£t. They treated us

with tea and fweetmeats, and fmoked their long pipes with unrelaxed folemnity. I

repaid their civilities by giving them fome broad-cloth and brandy, and took my
leave.

The alterations in my own dwelling, which I had fuggefted, were quickly carriecl

into effe& ; and, by an order from the Lotoo, or grand council, a fmall additional

building, of a fquare form, and raifed from the ground, was ereded within the

enclofure of our court, for the reception of the prefents intended for His Majefty. I

Was given to underfland that this building was meant as a compliment to what they

they thought proper to term among themfelves, *' tribute from the King of England ;"
.

but as no fuch arrogant aflumption was ever publicly profefTed, I could not take no-

tice of mere rumour : it was, however, privately intimated to me, that keeping our
tents pitched would" be confidered by the court m the light of a reflexion upon its

hofpitality ; and an inference would be drawn from it, that we were difcontented with

our habitation. I immediately ordered the marquees to be ftruck, nothing being

farther from my intention than to give umbrage, or exprefs dilTatisfaftion, for which,
indeed, in the prefent mflance, there was certainly no ground.
The interval that elapfed between the time of our arrival at Ummerapoora, and of

our formal introdu£tion at court, afforded us leifure to acquire fome infight into the

cuftoms, religious tenets, and moral economy of the Birman nation. Inilead, there-

fore, of filling up the chafm bv an unimportant journal, in which the a£ts of one day
differed but little from thofe of the preceding, 1 (hall dedicate a few pages to a more
general account of the country, and endeavour, as fari? our own circumfcribed ob-

fervation, and the information of others, enabled us, to illuflirate the character of this

people from their manners, and their (late of fociety from the progrels whkh the arts

had made, and from the ufages of the inhabitants in common life.

VOL. IX, 3* CHAP.
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CHAP. XI.— Religion ofthe Bimiam.—Their Laws.— JunfJi^ion rfthc Mctropolh.— Lawyers.— The tloyal Ejiablijhmcnt.— Council of State,— OJfiars.— Lonours

not hereditary.— hifiguia of Rank.— Dnfs. — Refemblance to the- Cbincfe.— Mar'
riagcs. — Funerals.— Population.— Revenue.

AFTER what has been written, there can be Httlc neceflity to inform my readers,

th-.\t the Binn.ins are Hindoos : not votaries of Brahraa, but I'oftaries of JJoodh, which
latter is aJrtiitted by H-ndoc>sof ail defcriptions to be th'j ninth Avatar *, or dcfcent of

the deity in his capacity of proforvir. He reformed the dodlrines contained in the Ve-
das, and feverely cenfurod the facvilice of cattle, or depriving any being of life : he is

called the author of happinefs : his place of refidenco was difcovered at Gaya in Ben-
gal, by the illuftrious .Aniaraf, renowned ainongll men, " who caufed an image of
the fiiprcme Boodh to be made, and he worlhipped it : reverence be unto thee in the

form of Boodh ; reverence be unto thee, Lord of the earth ; reverence be unto thee,

an incarnation of the Deity ;, and, eternal One, reverence be unto thee, O God in the

form of Mercy."
Gotma, or Goutum, according to the Hindoos of India, or Gnudma, among the inha-

bitants of the more ealtem parts, is faid | to have been a philofophcr, and is by the

Birmans believed to have flouriflied above 2;,oo § years ago : he taught in the Indian

fchools the heterodox religion and philofophy of Boodh. The image that reprefents

Boodh is called Gaudma, or Goutum, which is now a commonly received appellation of

Boodh himfelf : this image is the primary objeft of worfhip in all countries fituated

between Bengal and China. The fe£taries of Boodh contend with thofe of Brahma for

the honour of antiquity, and are certaudy far more numerous. The Cingaleze in Ceylon

are Boodhifts of the pureft fource, and the Birmans acknowledge to have originally

received their religion from that ifland ||. It was brought, fay the Rhahaans, firlt from

Zehoo (Ceylon) to Arracan, and thence was introduced into Ava, and probably into

China ; for the Birmans aflert with confidence that the Chinclb arc Boodliifls.

This is a curious fubjed of inveftigation, and the concurrent teftimony of circuni-

fiances, added to the opinions of the moft intelligent writers, fectn to leave little doubt

of the fart. It cannot, however, be dcmonftrated beyond the poflibility of difpute, till

we fhall have acquired a more perfect knowledge of Chincle letters, and a readier accefs

to their n-politorios of learning. Little can at prcfcnt be addcil to the lights call oa

the fubjert by the late Sir William Jones, in his dicourle d?iivered to the Afiatic Society

on the Chinefc. Th.at great man has cxpre'fed hi.s conviction in pofitivc terms, that

*' Boodh was unqucdioiiahly the F'oe of China," and that he was alii) the god of Japan,

and the Woden of the Goths ; an opitiion which correfponds with, and is, perhaps,

grafted on the information of the learned and laborious Kxinpfer ^, corroborated aftcr-

',
, .

'

'

wards::'•-.. <i I '

* Sir William Jones on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and Inilia.

f See the tranflation of a Slianfcrit inl'cription on a ftone fojnd in the temple of Boodh, at Gaya, by

Mr Wilkios. A fiat. Kcfearch. vol. i. I am ititlibtotl tor the aiiiuxcd rcprefeiitation of the image of lk)oilli,

at Gaya, to the kiiidncfs of Lord Teignmouth. The reader will obfcrve the clofc refemblance it bears to

that of the Dirmaii Gaudma.

\ Sir William Jones on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and India.

j This agrees with the actomit of the Sianiefe computation given by Karmpfcr.

II
The Birmans call Ceylon, Zehoo.

f[ Speaking of the Dud/, or Seaka, of the Japanefe, Kxmpfer fays, " I have ftrnng rcafins to heliove,

buta from the affinity of the iioiuc aud the very outuic oi tbig rvligiuii, that its author and founder it the

very

very fame

deity, whc
tama."

Treating

one Daim;
China tion

wellward

that n,i-lit

• Loub
t M.G.

wriginuJly
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wards by his ovm refearches. On whatever grounds the latter inference refls, it wUl

not tend to weaken the belief of his firft pofition, when I obferve that the Chiacfc^

deputies, on the occafion of our introduction to the Seredaw, or high prit-ft of the

Dirman empire, proftrated themfelvcs before him, and afterwards adored ao unage of

Gaudma with more religious fervour than mere politenefs, or acquiefcence in the cuf-

toms of another nation, would have excited: the Bonzes alfo of China, like the Rha.*

haans of Ava, were yellow as the facerdotal colour, and in many of their cuftoms and

ceremonies there may be traced a ftriking' fimilitude^

Whatever may be the antiquity of the wor(hip of Bopdh, the wide extent of its

reception cannot be doubted. The moft authentic writer * on the eailern peninfula

calls the image of Gaudma, as worfliipped by the Sjamefe, Somona-codom-: being uuac-

quaiiitcd with the language of Siam, which, from fo (hort a refidence as four mouths, it

was impollibk' he could have acquired, hp confounds two diftind words, Somona, and

Codom, lignifying Codom, or Gaudnui, in his incarnate fhue ; the difference between

the letters C and G may eafily have arifen from the mode of pronunciation in different

countries ; even in the Eirman manner of uttering the >yord, the diftinction between

thcfe letters is not very clear. The lioodh of the Indians and the Blrmans, is pro,-

nounced by Siamole Pooth, or Pood ; by the vulgar, Poo ; which, without any violence

to probability, might be converted by the Chinele into Foe t ; the Tamulic terrainatioa

en, as Mr. Chambers remarks, creates a ftriking refemblance between Pooden and the

Wi)dcn of the Goths ; every perfon who has converfed with the natives of India, knows

that Boodh is the 'DJcs Alcrairii, the Wednefday, or Wpden's day, of all Hindpos.

Chronology, however, which muff always be accepted as a furer guide to truth, than

inferences drawn from the refemblance of words, and etymological reafpning, does not,

to my mind, fufficiently eftablifli that Boodh and Woden were the fame. The period

of the ninth incarnation of Vifhnu was long antecedent to the exiitence of the deified

hero of Scandinavia. Sir William, Jones determines the period when Boodh appeared

on the earth to be 1014 years before the birth of Chrift. Odin, or Woden, flourifligd

at a period not very diflant from our Saviour, and was, according to fome, a cotempo-

rary of Pompey and of Julius Caefar. The author of the Northern Antiquities places

him feventy years after the Chriftian era. Even the Birman Gaudma, conformably to

dieu* account, muft have lived above five hundred years before Woden. So immenfe

a fpacc can hardly be fuppofed to have been overlooked : but if the fuppofition refers,

not to the warrior of the north, but to the orginal deity Odin, the attributes of the

latter are as widely oppofcd to thofe of Boodh, who was himfelf only an incarnation of

Vifhnu, as the dates are incongruous. The deity, whofe dodrin'.s were introduced

into Scandinavia, was a god of tei-ror, and his votaries carried defolution and the fword

viTV fame pcrfoii whom the Bramins call Budha, and believe to be the eflential fpiril of Wifhna, or their

deity, who iiiadt.' his iiii;th appL-araiice in the world under this name : the Pegucrs call him Samana Khu-
taina," Hilt. .lap;in. bonk iv, ch. 6.

Treating un the introdutlion of Boodh into China, the fame author fays, " Abotit the year of Chrift 518,
one Darmu, a great faint, and twenty-third fucccllbr on thi- holy fee of Seaka ( l^udlia), came over into

China from vSi ilonfekii, as llie .hipauefe writers explain it, that is, from that part of the world 'wiiich lies

wellward with reijard to Japan, and laid, properly fpeaking, the firft firm foundati«n of the liudfdoifm iu

that ni-hty empire." Bookiv. ch 6.

• Loubere.

f M. Gentil afTerts that tiie Cliinefc admit by their own accounts, that Foe, their objeft of worlhip, wa»
originuUy brought fruu) India,

3 R 2 throughout

If
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throughout whole regions ; but the ninth Avatar * brought tho peaceful olive, and
came into the world for the fole purpofe of preventing fanguinary afts. Thefe apparent

inconfiftendes will naturally lead us to hefitate in acknowledging Boodh and Woden to

be the fame perfon : their do£trines are oppofite, and their eras are widely remote.

Had that diflinguiflied genius f, whofe learning fo lately illuminated the £a(l, been

longer fpared for the inurudlion and delight of mankind, he would probably have

elucidated this obfcurity, and ha^e removed the duiky veil that ftill hangs over the

religious legends of antiquitv. The fubje£l |, as it now (lands, affords an ample field

for mdulging in pleafmg tneories and fanciful fpeculations ; and as the probability

increafes of being able to trace all forms of divine worihip to one facred and primeval

fource, the inquury in proponion becomes more interelUng, and awakens a train of

ferious ideas in a refledmg mind.

It would be as unfatisfa£lory as tedious to attempt leading my reader through the

mazes of mythological fable and extravagant allegory, in which the Hindoo religion^

both Braminical and Boodhic, is enveloped and obfcured ; it may be fufficient to ob<

ferve, that the Birmans believe in the metempfychofis, and that, after having undergone

a certain number of tranfmigrations, their fouls will at lad either be received into their

Olympus on the mountain Meru §, or be fent to fuffer torments in a pbce of divine

puniihments. Mercy they hold to be the firft attribute of the divinity i " Reverence

be to thee, O God, in the form ofMercy (" and they worihip God by extending mercy
unto all his creatures.

The laws of the Birmans, like then: religion, are Hindoo ; in fa£t, there is no fepa-

rating their laws from their religion : divine authority revealed to Menu the facred

principles in a hundred thoufand ilocas, or verfes : Menu promulgated the code

;

numerous commentaries
||
on Menu were compofed by the Munis, or old pbilofophers,

whofe treatifes confUtute the Dherma Saftra, or body of law.

The Birmans generally call their code Derma Sath, or Saflra ; it is one among the

many commentaries on Menu : I was fo fortunate as to procure a tranilation of the

mod remarkable paiTages, which were rendered into Latin by Padre Vincentius Sanger-

mano, and, to my great fnrprife, I found it to correfpond dofely with a Periian verfion

of the Arracan code which is now in my pofieffion. From the inquiries to which this

circumftance gave rife, I learned that the laws, as well as the religion of the Birmans,

had found their way into the Ava country from Arracan, and came originally from

Ceylon %. Th^ Birman fyflem of jurifprudence is replete with found morality, and, in

* See the account of the ninth Avatar, by the Rev. Mr. Maurice, in his Hiftory of Hiadooftaa.

Vol ii. part 3.

f I need hardlv obferve that I mean Sir William Jones.

X General ValUnceyi fo juftly celebrated for his knowledge of the antiquities of hit country, has ex-

prefled his perfed conviilion that the Hindoos have been in Britain and Ireland. Sec Major Oufclcy 's Ori-

ental Colletlions, Vol, ii. Much attention is certainly due to fuch refpeftahle authority.

i Meru properly denote* the pole, and, according to the learned Captain Wilford, it is the celeftial north

pole of the Hindoos, round which they place the garden of Indra/and defcribe it as the feat of delights.

n The code of Gentoo laws, translated by Mr. Halhead, I am infonned, is a compilation from the diffe-

rent commentaries on Menu, who was " the grandfon of Bramah, the firft of created beings," and whofe
work, as trandated by Sir William Jones, is the ground of all Hindoo jurifprudence.

f As an inconteilible proof that the Birmans acknowledge the fuperior antiquity of the Cingaleze, and
the reception of their religion and laws from that quarter, the King of Ava has fent, within thife few years,

at feparatc times, two melfengers, perfons of learning and refpedtability, to Ceylon, to procure the original

books on which their tenets arc founded } and, in one inftance, the Birman miniftcr made an official appli-

wtioa to the goverBOr-gencral of ludia, xo prated and alfift the perfoa charged with the commiifion.

7 my
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my opinion, is diftinguifhed above any other Hindoo commentary for; perrpicuity and
good fenfe ;; it provides fpecifically for almoft every fpecies of crime that can be com->

mitted, and. adds a copious chapter of precedents and decifions to . guide the inexperi^i

enced in cafes where there is doubt and difficulty. Trial by ordeal and imprecation

are the only abfurd paffages in the book j but on the fubjed: of women it is, to an

European, offenfively indecent : like the immortal Menu, it tells the Prince and the

magiurates their duty, in language auftere, manly, and energetic ; and the exhor-

tation at the clofe is at once noble and pious; the following extradis will ferve as a.

fpecimen.
" A country may be faid to refemble milk, in which oppreilion is like to water ; when

water is mingled with milk its fweemefs immediately vanifhes : in the fame manner
cppreflion deftroys a fair and flourifliing country. The royal Surkaab • will only inha-

bit the clearefl: nream ; fo a Prince can never profper in a dillra£ted empire. By
drinking pure milk the body is ftrengthened and the palate is gratified '; but when
mingled with water, pleafure no longer is found, and the fprings of health gradually

declme;
*< A wife Prince refembles a fharp fword; which at a (ingle ftroke cuts through a

pillar with fuch keennefs that the fabric ftill remains unihaken ; with equal keennefs

his difcemment will penetrate advice.

" A wife Prince is dear to his people, as the phyfician is to the fick man j as light

to thofe that are in darknefs ; as unexpected fight to the eyes of the blind ; as is the

full moon on a wintry night, and milk to the infant from the breaft of its mother."

The commentator then proceeds to denounce tremendous judgments againft an
cppreflive Prince and a corrupt judge ; the latter is thus curioufly menaced

:

** The puniihment of his crimes, who judges iniquitoufly and decides falfely, (halt be

greater than though be had flain one thoufand women, one hundred priefls, or one
thoufand horfes."

The book concludes as follows r

** Thus have the learned fpoken, and thus have the wife decreed, that litigation

may ceafe among men, and contention be banifhed the land : and let all magiftrates

and judges expound the laws as they are herein written ; and to the extent of their

underftandings, and according to the diftates of their conf-^ence, pronounce judgment

agreeably to the tenor of this book : let the welfare of their country, and the benefit

of their fellow-creatures be their continual fludy, and the fole obje£t of their attention

:

let them ever be mindful of the fupreme dignity of the Roulah t and the Bramins, and

pay them that reverence which is due to their facred charafters : let them obferve

becoming refpeft towards all men, and they (hall (hield the weak from oppreflion,

fupport the helplefs, and, in particular cafes, mitigate the feverity of avenging juflice."

** It fhall be the duty of a Prince, and the magiftrates of a Prince, wifely to regulate

the internal police of the empire, to afTifl and befriend the peafants, merchants, farmer?,

and thofe who follow trades, that they may daily increafe in worldly wealth and hao-

pinefs ; they (hall promote all works of charity, encourage the opulent to relieve the

poor, and liberally contribute to pious and laudable purpofes •, and whatfoever good

worfcs (hall be promoted by their influence and example, whatfover (hall be given in cha-

rity, and whatfover benefit (hall accrue to mankind from their endeavours, it (hall all

be preferved in the records of heaven, one-fixth part of which, though the deeds be

* Bittern. Surkaab is a Perfian term, ufed by the Mahommedan trandator.

f The ArracaD name for Rbahtkan,

the.
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the deeds, of others yet (hall it be afcribcd unto them ; and at the lad day, at the foL v^i.

and awful hour of judgment, the recording fpirit Ihall produce them, mfcribed on the

adamantine tablet of human adions. But, on the other hand, if the profpLaity of the

nation be nogleded ; ifjudice be fufFered to lie dormant ; if tumults' arife and robberies

are committed ; if rapine and foul aflaflination ftalk along the plains, all crimes that

ihall be thus perpetrated through their reniiiraefs,one-fixtli part (hall be brought to their

account, and fall with weighty vengeance on their heads ; the dreadful confcquenccs

of which furpafs the power of tongue to utter, or of pen to expreis."

Liuvs tims didatc'cl by religion are, I believe, in genenil, confinciuiouny adminiftercd.

The criminal jurilprudence of the Binnans is lenit-nt iu particular cafes, but rig(>rous

in others : whoever is found guilty of an undue afluinj)tion of power, or of any criuio

that indicates a treafonable intent, is puniihed by the ft'vercit tortures. The lirll coiu-

miliion of tluft does not incur the penalty of death, unids the amount (tolen be above

800 kiat, oriackal, about icol., or attended with circumflanccs of atrocity, luch as

murder or mutilation. In the former cafe, the culprit has a n)und mark imprinted on
each cheek by gunpowder and punctuation, and on his broaft the word thief, with the

article ftolen ; for the feconil ofll-nce he is deprived ot an arm ; but the third inevitably

produces capital punijhment : decapitation is the mode by wliich criminals fuller, in

the performance of which the BiruKin executioners are exceedingly Ikilful.

The city of Ummerapoura is divided into lour dillinck fubonlinatt; jurifdidions, in

each of which a Maywoon prefides. This oiucer, who in the provinces is a viceroy, in

the metropolis refemblcs a mayor, and holds a civil and criminal court of jultice ; in

capital cafes he tranlniits the evidence in writing, with his opinion, to the lotoo, or

grand chamber of confultation, where the council of Hate alfembles ; the council, after

clofe examination into the documents, reports upon them to the King, who either par-

dons the offender, or orders execution 01 the lenience : the Maywoon is obliged to

attend in perfon, and fee the punifliinent carried into clfed.

Civil fuits may be transferred from the courts of the Maywoons to the lotoo ; this

removal, however, is attended with a heavy expence. There are regular eilablifhed

lawyers, who condud caufes, and plead ; eight only are licenfcd to plead in the lotoo

;

they are called Ameendozaan : the ufual fee is five tackal, cquaf to i6s. j but the

government has large profits on all fuits that are brought into court.

There is no country of the ea(l in which the royal eilablifliment is arranged with more

minute attention than in the Birman court ; it is fplendid without being wafteful, and

numerous without confufion i the inofl dillinguiihtd members, when 1 was at the capi-

tal were, tlie yovereign,his piincipal Queen, entitled Nandoh I'raw, by whom he lias

not any fons ; his fecond wife Myack Nandoh, by whom he has two fons ; the I'.iigv

Teekien *, or Prince Royal, and Pee Tcekien, or Prince of Prome. The princes of

Tongho, Baflien, and Pagahm, are by favourite concubines. Moedah Praw is a Pjiaccfs

of high dignity, and mother of the chief Queen. The Prince Royal is married, and

Jvds a Ion and two daugliters, all young ; the fon takes precedence of his uncles, the

crown defcending to the male heirs in a dirccl line. Ihefe were the principal per-

lonages of the Birman royal fatnUy.

. Next in rank to the Princes of tlie blood royal, are the Woongees f, or chief miuiilors

of itate. Tlie eRabliflied number Ls four, but the place of one has long been vacant

:

thefe form the great ruling council of the nation i
they fit in the lotoo, or impLriul

t

Oflen

VVooii

callcJ Eiij(y Pr»w.
I iignifics burthen ; the compound word implice, bcMrcr uf tbu great burthen,

8 kail
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hall of confultarion evoi7 '^^y* P'tcept on the Birman fabbath, from twelve till three or

four o'clock, or later, as there happens to be biifmefs ; they ilfue mandates to the

May woons, or viceroys of the different provinces ; they controul every department of

tile ilate, and, in fad, govern the empire, fubjed always to the pleafure of the King,

whofe will is a! .I'oiutc, and power undefined.

To aflifl in the adniiniftration of affairs, four officers called Woondccks, are affociated

with the Woongees, Init of far inferior authority ; they fit in the lotoo in a deliberative

capacity, havinu; no vote: they j;ive their opinions, and may record their diffent from

any meafure that is propofed ; hut the Woongees decide : thci Woondocks, however,

are frequently employed to carry into execution bufinefs of great public importance.

I'our Attawoons, or niinifters of the interior, poffels a great degree of influence that

fometimes counterafts witii fuccofs the views and wifhes of the Woongees ; thefe the-

King folefts to be his privy counfellors, from their talents, and the opinion he enter-

*

tains of their integrity ; they iiave accefs to him at all times ; a privilege which the

principal Woongec does not enjoy.

There are four chief fecretaries, called Sere-dogees, who have numerous writers or"

inferior Serees under them.

Four Nachaangee fit in the lotoo, take notes, and report whatever is tranfafted.

Four Sandohgaan regulate all ceremonials, introduce flrangers of rank into

the royal prefence, and are the bearers of meffuages from the council of ftate to the

King.

'J here are nine Sandozains, or readers, whofc bnfinefs it is to read A\\ official

writings, petitions, &c. Kvery document in which the public is concerned, or that

is brought before the council in the lotoo, is read aloud.

The four Maywoons alroiidy mentioned, are rellridted to the mag-iflerial fuper-

intendance of their refpedive quarters of the city ; they have nothing farther to do
with the lotoo, than to obey the commands they receive from thence.

The AfIii)'woon, or paymalter-general, is alio an officer of high importance ; the
*

place is at prefent held by one of the Woongees, who is called Affay Woongee.
'f'hero are feveral other ofliccrs of diftincUon, who bear no oftenfible fhare in the

adniinillration of public afFiirs, fuch as the DayWotjn, or King's armour-bearer ; the

Chiiingeewoon, or madcr of the elephants; alio the Woons of the Queen's houfe-

hold, and that of the Prince royal. Each of the junior Princes has a dillinft

eftablifhmcnt.

In the Birman government there arc no hereditary dignities or employments ; all

honours and otlices, on the dcmil'e of the pofTeffor, revert to the crown.

The tfaloe, or chain, is the badge of the order o!: nobility, of which there are different

degreesj diflinguifhed, by the number of firings or fmall chains that compofe the

(^ :,uinent ; the ftrin-is are faflened by boffes where they unite : three of open chain-

work is the lowei'l ri;nk ; three of neatly tvvifted wire is the next ; then of fix, of nine,

,

*
anil of twelve : no fubjeJl is ever honoured with a higher degree then t ./elve ; the

King alone wears twenty-four.

It has already been noticed, that almoft every article of ufe, as well as ornament,

particularly in their drefs, indicates the rank of the owner ; the fhape of the beetle-

box, which is carried by an attendant after a Birman of diftindion wherever he goes,

his ear-rings, cap of ceremony, horfe furniture, even the metal of which his fpitting-

pot and drinking-cup are made (which if of gold denote him to be a man of high

confideration), all are indicative of the gradations of fociety ; and woe be unto him that

alTumes the infignia of a degree which is not his legitimate right

!

The.

^•'
:

;
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The court drefs of the Birman nobility is very becoming ; it confiftB of a loflff robo,

either of flowered fatin or velvet, reaching to the ankles, with an open collar and
loofe fleeves ; over this there is a fcarf, or flowing mantle that hangs from the

fhoulders ; and on their heads they wear high caps niade of velvet, either plain or of

filk embroidered with flowers of gold, according to the rank of the wearer. Ear-

rings are a part of male drefs
; pcrfons of conmtion ufe tubes of gold about three

inches long, and as thick as a (urge quill, which expands at one end like the mouth
of a fpeaking trumpet ; others wear a heavy mafs of gold beaten into a plate, and
rolled up ; this lump of metal forms a large orifice in the lobe of the car, and drags

it down by the weight to the extent fometimcs of two inches. The women likewifc

have their diflinguilning paraphernalia : their hair is tied in a bunch at the top of the

head, and bound round with a fillet, the embroidery and ornaments of which exprefs

their refpedive ranks ; a fhort fhift reaches to the pit of the flomach, is drawn tight

by firings, and fupports the breafls ; over that is a loofe jacket with clofe fleeves

;

round their waifl tney roll a long piece of filk, or cloth, which reaching to their feet,

and fometimes trailing on the ground, encircles them twice, and is then tucked in.

When women of condition go abroad, they put on a filk faih, refcmbling a long

(hawl, which crofTes their bofom, and is thrown over the fhoulders, gracefully

flowing on each fide. The lowefl clafs of females often wear only a Angle garment, in

xhe form of a fheet, which, wrapped round the body, and tucked in under the arm,

crofTes their breafls, which it fcarcely conceals, ana defcends to their ankles ; thus,

when they walk, the bottom of the cloth, where it overlaps, is neceifarily opened by
the protrufion of the leg, and difplays to a fide view as high as the middle of the

thigh ; fuch an expofure, in the opinion of an European, bears an indecent

appearance, although it excites no fuch idea in the people themfelvcs. There
is an idle and difgufling flory related by fonie writers, refpeding the origin of this

fafliion, which being wnolly unfounded, does not deferve repetition : it has been the

' eflablifhed national mode of drefs from time immemorial ; and every woman, when
walking, muft fhew great part of her leg, as what may be called their petticoat is always

open ui front, inflead of being clofed by a feam.

Women, in full drefs, fbun the palms of their hands and their nails of a red colour,

for which they ufe a vegetable juice, and flrew on their bofoms powder of fandal

wood, or of a bark called Sunneca, with which fome rub their faces. Both men
and women tinge the edges of their eyelids and their teeth with black ; this latter

operation gives to their mouths a very unfeemly appearance in the eyes of an European,

which is not diminifhcd by their being condantly filled with beetle leaf. Men of rank

wear, in common drefs, a tight coat, with long fleeves made of muflin, or of extremely

fine nankeen, which is manufactured in the country ; alfo a filk wrapper that encircles

the waifl : the working clafs are ufually naked to the middle, but in the cold feafon a
mantle or vefl of European broad cloth is highly prized.

The Birmans in their features bear a nearer refemblance to the Chinefe than to

the natives of Hindoflan. The women efpecially in the northern part of the empire,

are fairer than Hindoo females, but not fo delicately formed ; they are, however,

well made, and in general inclined to corpulence : their hair is black, coarfe, and

long. The men are not tall in flature, but adive and athletic ; they have a very

youthful appearance, from the cuflom of plucking their beards indead of ufmg the

razor : they tattoo their thighs and arms into various fantaflic fliapes and figures,

which they believe operate as a charm againft the weapons of their enemies. Neither

the men nor the women are fo cleanly in their perfons as the Hindoos of India, among
whom
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whom diurnal ablution is a religious as well as a moral duty, Girls arc taught, at an

early age, to turn thoir arms in fuch a manner as to make them appear diflorted : when

the arni is extended tho elbow is inverted, the infide of the joint being protruded,

and the external part bending inwards; from this caufe, the pendant arm in the

plates leenjs as if it were broken : the rcprcfentation is, nevertheleis, porfeftly faithful.

Marriages among the Birmans are not contrafted until the parties attain the age

of puberty : the contradl: is purely civil j the ecclefiaftical iurifdidion having nothing

to do witn it. The law prohibits polygamy, and recognizes but one wife, who is

denominated Mica ; concubinage, however, is admitted to an unlimited extent. A
man may repudiate his wife under particular circumftances, but the procefs is attended

with a heavy expence. Concubines, living in the fame houfe with the legitimate wife,

are, by law, obliged to perform menial fervices for her, and when (he goes abroad

they attend her, bearing her water-flaggon, beetle-box, fan, &c. When a huftiand

dies, his concubines, if bound in fervitude to him, become the property of the fur-

viving widow, unlefs he fliall have emancipated them by a fpecific ad previous to his

deceafe. When a young man is defirous to efpcufe a girl, his mother, or neareft

female relation, firft makes the propofal in priviitt ; if the fuit be well received, a

party of his friends proceed to the houfe of the parents of the maiden, with whom they

adjuft the dotal portion. On the morning of the bridal day the bridegroom fends to

the lady three loongees, or lower garments, three tubbedks, or fames, and three

pieces of white muflin ; fuch jewels alfo, car-rings and bracelets, as his circumftances

will admit : a feaft is prepared by the parents of the bride, and formal writings are

executed : the new-married couple eat out of the fame difli, the bridegroom prefents

the bride with fome laepack, or pickled tea, which (he accepts and returns the com-

pliment : thus ends the ceremony without any of that fubfequent riot * and refiftance on

the part of the young lady and her female friends, with which the Sumatrian damfeb

oppofe the privileges of an ardent bridegroom.

When a man dies inteftate, three-fourths of his property go to his children born in

wedlock, but not in equal proportions ; and one-fourth to the widow, who is the

guardian both of the property and the children until the latter attain the age of

maturity. A Birman funeral is folemnized with much religious parade, and external

demonltration of grief : the corpfc is carried on a bier, on men's (houlders ; the pro-

ccflion moves flowly ; the relations attend in mourning ; and women, hired for the

occafion, precede the body and chant a dirge- like air. The Birmans burn their

dead, unlefs the deceafed is a pauper, in which cafe he is either buried or caft into

the river, as the ceremony of burning is very expenfive. The bier is placed on a

funeral pile fix or eight feet high, made of billets of dried wood laid acrofs, with

intervals to admit a circulation of air, and increafe the flame. The Rhahaans walk

round the pile, reciting prayers to Gaudma, until the fire reaches the body, when the

whole is quickly reduced to afhes : the bones arc afterwards gathered and depolited

in a crave. Pcrlbns of high diltinftion, fuch as the Seredaw, or chief ccclefiaQic

of a province, a Maywoon, a Woongoe, or a member of the royal fiunily, aro

embalmed, and their remains prefcrved fix weeks or two months after dcceafc, before

they are committed to the funeral pile : during this period the body is laid in (late

in fome kioum or religious building ; but at the capital it is placed in a ("acred laloon,

beautifully ornamented with gilding, and exclufively appropriated to that pious purporo.

VOL. IX.

* See MaiTJi'n's Account of Sunatra, p. 230.

3« I was
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I was told, that honey is the principal ingredient made ufc of to prcfcnre the body from
putnfiiftion.

Of the population of the Birman dominions I couKl only form a condufion from
the'information 1 received of the number of cities, towns, and villages in the empire

;

th^fe, 1 was alViued by a perfon who might be luppoied to know, and had no motive

for deceiving me, amomit to tight thoul'and, not incioding thi- /ecent addition of

Arracan. If this be true, which 1 have no reafon to doubt, and we fuppofe each town,

on an avenge, to contain three hundred houlcs, and each lunife (ix pcrfbns, the refult

will determine the population at fourteen millions four hundred th(»ul'and. Few of

the inhabitants live hi lolitary habitations ; they moQIy form themfelves into fmall

focieties, and their dwellings tnus collected compofe their ruas, or villages ; if, there-

fore, we reckon their numbers, including Arracan, at fevcnteen millions, the calcula-

tion may not be widely erroneous ; I believe it rather falls fhort of, than excf^ds fl>e

truth. After all, however, it is mere conjetlure, as I have no better d-^t;' i >i liiy

guidance than what I have related.

With regard to the revenue of the Birman flate, I confefs myfelf to I' . wi i out ii e

means of forming even a rough eftimate of the amount. According to nt •'• vcd law

in the chapter which treats of the duties of a monarch, I)' afan.' ! . *, or a tenth of

all produce, is the projiortion which is to be exaded as the iiucr.:iiizcd due of the

government ; and one-tenth is the amount of the King's duty on all foreign goods

miported into his dominions. The revenue arifmg from the cuftoms on imports, and

from internal produce, is moftly taken in kind ; a A' all part of which is converted

into cafli, the reft is diftributed, as received, in lieu of falaries, to the various depend-

ants of the court. Princes of the blood, high officers of ftatc, and provmcial

governors, receive grants of provinces, cities, villages, and farms, to fupport their

dignity, and as a remuneration of their fervices : the rents of thefe alTignments they

colleft for their own benefit. l\!(>ney, except on prefling emergency, is never

diftjurfcd from the royal coffers ; to one man the fees of an oflicc are allotted ; to

another a flation wbo , certain imports are colledtcd ; a third his land ; each in

proportion to the ii.iportance of his refpe£tive employment: by thefe donations, they

are not only bon"d in llicir own perfonal fervitude, but likewifc in that of all their

dependants ; they arc called flaves of the King, and in turn their vafTals arc denominated

fiavcs to them : the condhion of thefe grants include alfo fervices of war, as well as

the duties of office. Thus the Binnan government exhibits almoft a faithful pidure of

Kuropc in the darker ages, when, on the decline of the Roman empire, the principles

of feodal dependence were eftablifhed by barbarians from the north.

Although it feems difficult, and pcrliaps impoflible, under fuch a fyftem, to afccr-

tain, in any flandard currency, the amount of the royal revenue, yet the riches which

the Birman monarch is Hiid to poniTs are immeni'o ; a fuppofition that may readily be

admitted, whm it is confidered that a ver; fmall fhare of what enters his exchequer

returns into circulation. 'Ihe hoarding of .nvnv h vi favourite ma>.im of oriental Hate

policy; an eaftern pv:cntatc cannot be b'-ni'^I;; • nnprehr ' 'lat liie ciilfufion of

property among his fubjeds is a furor fi rcf ^f v urli to himielf, and of fecurity to

ins throne, than the p(>freffion of Lydian trealures, locked up in vaults, and concealed

in fecrct rcceifcp, contrived by fordid avarice and foolifh cunning.

• See Appendix.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XU.— Military K/lahllJlmcnt ;— Infantry ;— C 'fay Cavahj ; — Arti/lcert,— W.ii boats. —Giinpoiot/iT long known; — Weapon ,
— I'ood. —^ Climate.^ Soil.

Prod:ite.— Minerals. — Precious Stones.— Commerce. — Cvrrcncy. — Weights. •—

Meaj /
r — C/jiinu/'- of the Natives :-— not jealous of tlh Women : —ferorious

in W.sr, — Be^^ars uninoun.— Animals.— Divijim of Twt«%--Myfic,— Language.
— 1 yfent of the i,n/>ire.— Rivers.

TIIF. Birinaiis may be ternu J a nation of foldicrs, every man in the kingdom being

liable to be called upon for hh military fcrvices ; and war is dccinci tiic nio(l honour-
Rblo occupation; the regular military cflablilhrnont of the BirniH is ia, neverthclcfs,

very inconfiderabic, not cxcofding thu numbers of which the i\jy»f guard is com-
pofed, and fuch as are nocoffiiry to jircfcrvo the police of the capital. ' Vhen an army
IS to be raifed, a mandate illues from the i;,>ldcn palace, to ail viceroy., f provinces,

and miougees of dillri^s, requiring a certain ntimbcr of mvn Ui Iv at a "ueral ren.

dezvous on an appointed day, under command lometimcs of tl\( v roy i
f"It, but

oftener thai of an inferior officer: the levy is proportioned to the ihu i ot the

province, or diftrift, eftimated from the number of regiflcritl houft lat it contains.

CO: imonly

, t o pay

, ai nuim-

nt, but is

i the dif.

In cafe of

perfon,

e fubjefts

The provincial court determines the burthen which each houl is to 1

every two, three, or four houfes are to furui/h among then one re. ui

300 tackal in money, about 40/. or 45/. ; this recruit is fupplicd with %nii

tion, and, I believe, with a certain dailv allowance of grain from govemii

not entitled to pay. The families of tlu confcripts are carefully retail '

tridl which they inhabit, as hoftages for tl j good conduck of their relatio

defertion or treachery, the innocent wile, children, and parents of th

are dragged to execution without the leali remorfe or pity; even cow.

u

the family of the delinquent to capital p nilhmentt This barbarous la which
rigoroufly enforced, muft have a powerful efl d in fecuring the allegiance oi troops,

and of impelling them to vigorous exertion; and it is, perhap.., the only mode
of inciting to enterprifes of danger, men wh( are not aftuated by any inn.. ule of

honour, and who do not feel any national priJe.

Infantry and cavalry compofe the regular gu irds of the king ; the former .u- armed
with mufkets and fabres, the latter are providei with a fpear about feven or c. it feet

long, which they manage on horfoback with ^rcat dexterity, feldom reqmnng or

making ufe of any i^hcr weapon. The infuntr) are not uniformly clothed ; I h^nrd

various accounts of their numbers: 700 do coni^antduty within the prccinds, nmt. at

the I'everal gates of the palace : I think that, on the day of my public reception, 1 law
about 2000, and have no doubt that all the troops in the city were paraded on that

occafion. I was told that there were only 30c cavalry in Ummerapoora, but that

2900 were fcattered, in fmall detachments, throup lout the neighbouring diftrifts. All

the troopers in the king's fcrvico are natives of Ca :\y, who are much better horfemen

than the Birmans. Mr. Wood, who faw ibme oi hem at exercife, informed me, that

they nearly refembled thofe whom he had met with in Aflam ; they ride, like all

orientals, with (hort ftirrups and a loofe rein j their faddle is hard and iiigh, and two
large circular flaps of ftrong leather hang down 011 each fide, painted or gilded, ac-

cording to the quality of the rider. Their drels is n )t unbecoming ; they weai* a tight

coat, with (kins reaching down to the tniddle of the high ; and on their head a turban

of cloth, rolled hard and plaited, which forms a higl cone, that bends backwards in a

graceful manner. The horfcs of Ava are fmall, but very hardy and adive ; contrary

^ s 2 t9.

t;^. If]
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to the praftice of other eaftcrn countries, they caftrate their horfes, and are thus

enabled to maintain them with little trouble and expence, and can alfo turn a number
loofe in a field together, without any rifk of their mjuring one ; lother. Horfes are

frequently exported in timber fhips bound for Madras, and other parts of -the coaft,

where they are difpofed of to confiderable advantage.

The government of Ava is extremely attentive to provide, in times of peace, for the

contingencies of war ; the royal magazines, I was told, could furnilh 20,000 fire-

locks, which, if they refcmbled the fpccimens I faw, cannot be very formidable ; thefe

have been imported, at different periods, into the country, by (hips trading to Ran-
goon and other parts of the empire, and are either of French manufacture, or con-

demned mufkets from the Englifh arfenals in India. The Birmans are very fond of

their arms, of which they take great care ; their gunfmiths, who are all natives of

Cafiay, keep them in repair ; but they are in general fo bad as to be out of the power
of art to render them fel^'iceable. 1 faw a tolerably good fowling-piece, which they

faid was entirely the work of a Caffay artificer; this, however, was allowed to be an

extraordinary effort of genius : the perfon who fhcwed it to me prefented me, at the

fame time, with a bamboo, which threw out a fliort fpear of iron by means of a fpring
;

it was executed by the maker of the gun, and feemed to be formed after a model of

an Englifh walking-ftick, that contained a concealed fpike ; the imitation evinced much
ingenuity, although the workmanfhip was coarfe, and the iron badly pclifhed.

By far the mofl refpcftable part of the Birman military force is their eftablifhment

of war-boats. Every town of note, in the vicinity of the river, is obliged to furnifh a

certain number of men, and one or more boats, in proportion to the magnitude of the

place. I was informed, that the king can command, at a very fhort notice, 500 of

thefe vefTels : they are conflrudled out of the folid trunk of the teak tree, which is

excavated partly by fire, and partly by cutting ; the largefl are from eighty to one

hundred feet long, but the breadth feldom exceeds eight feet, and even this fpace is

produced by artificially extending the fides after the trunk has been hollowed. They
carry from fifty to fixty rowers, who ufe fhort oars that work on a fpindle ; the prow
is folid, and has a flat furface, on which, when they go to war, a piece of ordnance'

is mounted, a fix, a nine, or even a twelve pounder ; the gun carriage is fecured by

ftrong lafhings to flrong bolts on each fide, and fwivels are frequently fixed on the

curvature of the flern.

Each rower is provided with a fword and a lance, which are placed by his fide whilfl;

he plies the oars. Befides the boatmen, there are ufually thirty foldiers on board, who
are armed with mufkets : thus prepared, they go in fleets to meet the foe, and, when
in fight, draw up in a line, prefenting their prows to the enemy. Their attack is

extremely impetuous ; they advance with great rapidiry, and fing a war-fong, at unce

to encourage their people, daunt their adverfaries, and regulate the flrokes of tluir

oars : they generally endeavour to grapple, and vhen that is elletJ"' ed, the adion

becomes very fevere, as thefe people are endued with great courage, ftrength, and acti-

vity. In times of peace, they are fond of excrcifing in their boats, and I have oft -n

been entertained with the dexterity they difplay in the management of them. The

velTels being low in the water, their greateft danger is that of being run down by a

larger boai ftriking on their broadfide, a misfortune which the lleerl^mai' is tauglu to

dread, and to avoid, above all others. It is furprifing to foe the facility with which

they fleer, and elude each other in their mock combats. The rowers are alfo prac-

tifed to row backwards, and impel the veffel with rhe Hern foremoft : this is the muJe
of retreat, by means of which the artillery Hill bears upon ihcir opponent. I'lie

9 largeft
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larpeft of the war-boats do not draw more than three feet water. When a perfon of
rank is on board, there is a fort of moving tilt or canopy for his particular accommo*
dation, placed fometimes in the centre, and fometimes on the prow. The fides of
the boat are either gilt as far as the water's edge, or plain, according to the rank of

the perfon it carries, Gilded boats are only permitted to princes of the blood, or to,

perfons holding the higheft ftations, fuch as a Maywoon of a province, and a minifter

of ftate.

It is by no means improbable, that the ufe of gunpowder was well known in India

before its effefts were difcovered in the weft ; yet there is not any reafon to believe

that the natives of Ava applied it to the purpofe ofmufquetry, till Europeans inftrufted

them in the art. According to Indian accounts, cannon were fabricated in the eaft

long before the ara of Ennipean conqueft ; their artillery, however, was not capable

of being tranfported with facility, or at all ufed in the field : they were made of iron

bars beaten into a cylindrical form, rudely put together, but of great ftrength and
enormous weight, from which, when raifed on a rampart or tower, they threw huge
ftones to annoy the enemy. The mufket was firft introduced into the Pegue and Ava
countries by the I'ortugueze, and is an implement of war which the inhabitants un~
wifely prefer to their own native weapons, the fpear and fabre ; a partiality that is

highly prejudicial to thomfelves, for nothing can be lefs formidable than fuch fire-arms

as they polfefs, or have the me;ms of procuring. The proper indigenous weapons of

the country are the fpear, the javelin, which is thrown from the hand, the crofs-bow,

and the fubrc ; the latter is ufed by the Birmans not only as an implement of war, but

is likewife applied to various purpofes as an inftrument of manual labour ; with this

the peafant fells trees, fhapes timbers, cuts bamboos, or defends himfelf againft an
enemy and wild beafts ; he never travels without it, and generally, when on a journey,

carries a fliield on his left arni : they encumber themfelves with lefs baggage than

perhaps any other people j and are fatisfied with a fcanty portion of the hardeft

fare.

In their food, the Birmans, compared with the Indians, are grofs and uncleanly.

Although their religion forbids the (laughter of animals in general, yet they apply the

interdidion only to thnfe that are domefticated ; all game is eagerly fought after, and
in many places it is publicly fold ; reptiles alfo, fuch as lizards, guanas, and fnakes,

conftituie a part of the fubilftence of the lower clalfes. During our voyage up the

river, the boatmen, after we had brought-to, ufed frequently to hunt for camelions

and lizards among the thickets. They are extremely fond of vegetables ; at thofe

places where garden greens were not to be procured, they gathered wild forrel, and
fometimes fubftituted the tender leaves of trees ; thefe, boiled with rice, and moiftened

with a little oil, or feafoned with gnapee, or pickled fprat, compofe a meal with which

a Birnian peafant or boatman is fatisfied ; the higher ranks, however, live with more
delicacy, although their fare is never very fumptuous.

The climate of every part of the Birman empire which I have vifited, bore teftimony

to its falubrity, by the bell poflible criterion, the appearance and vigour of the natives.

The feafons are regular, and the extremes of heat and cold are feldom experienced ;

at leaft, the duration of that intenfe heat which immediately precedes the commence-
ment of the rainy feafon is fo ihort, that it incommodes but for a very little time. During

our relidence in the country we loft only one man by difeafe ; another * met an acci-

dental death j in wandering through the woods he became the prey of a tiger.

.:-' : ^

Thi» uufortuoate man belonged to the Sea-Hurfe.

The
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The foil of the fouthem provinces of the Birman empire is remarkably fertile, and
produces as luxuriant crops of rice as are to be found in the fined parts of Bengal.

Farther northward the country becomes irregular and mountainous ; but the plains and

valleys, particularly near the river, are exceedingly fruitful ; they yield good wheat,

and the various kinds of fmall grain which grow in Hindoftan; as likcwife legumes,

and mofl; of the efculent vegetables of India. Sugar canes, tobacco of a fuperior

quality, indigo, cotton, and the different tropical fruits, in perfection, arc all indi>

genous produfts of this favoured land.

Befides the teak tree, which grows in many parts of the Birman empire, as well to

the north of Ummerapoora, as in the fouthern country, there is ahnoll every defcrip.

tion of timber that is know in India. Dr. Buchanan, in one of his afternoon excurfions,

perceived a large log of fir, which, his attendant informed him, had been waflied down
by the torrents from a mountainous part of the country, four days' journey northward

of the cat ital, where it grows in abundance, and of confiderable magnitude: the

natives call it Tsnyo ; they extra^fl the turpentine, which they turn to ufe, but con-

fidcr the wood of little value, on account of its foftnefs. If they could be prevailed

upon to tranfport it to Rangoon, it might prove a beneficial material to the navigation of

India. Top-gallant mails and yards made of teak are thought to be too heavy. Euro-

pean and American fpars are often bought for thefe purpofes at a very exorbitant price,

an inconvenience which the fir of Ava, if conveyed to the market, would probably

obviate. <

The kingdom of Ava abounds in minerals ; fix days' journey from Bamoo, near

the frontiers of China, there are mines of gold and filver, called Badouem : there

are alfo mines of gold, filver, rubies, and fapphires at prefent open on a mountain

near the Keenduem, called Woobolootaun ; but the moft valuable, and thofe which

produce the fined jewels, are in the vicinity of the capital, nearly oppofite to Keoum.
meoum. Precious flones are found in feveral other parts of the empire. The inferior

minerals, fuch as contain iron, tin, lead, antimony, arfcnic, fulphur, &c. are met with

in great abundance ; amber, of a confidence unufually pure ;md pellucid, is dug up in

large quantities near the river
;
gold, likewife, is difcoveredin thefandy beds of dreams

which defcend from the mountains. Between the Keenduem and the Irrawaddy,

to the northward, there is a fmall river called Shoe Lien Kioup, or the dream ot

Golden Sand.

Diamonds and emeralds are not produced in any part of the Ava empire ; but it

aiiords amethyds, garnets, very beautiful chryfolites, jafper, loaddone, and marble

;

the quarries of the latter are only a few miles from Unnnerapoora ; it is equal in

<iuality to the fined marble of Italy, and admits ola polifh that renders it almolt tranf-

parent. Blocks of any fize that it is poflible to tranfport might be procured, but the

iale is prohibited ; nor is it allowed to be carried away without a fpecial order. Images

of Gaudma being chieily compofeil of this material, it is on that account held facrod.

Binnans may not purthafe the marble in a mafs, but are futlered and indeed encnu-

raged to !>uy figures of the deities ready made. Exportation of their gods out of the

kingdom i flricily forbidden. The city of Chagain is the priacipal manufactory of

thel'e marble divinities.

An e.xtenfive trade is carri^'J on between the capital of the Birman dominions and

Yunan in Chuia. The principal article of export from Ava is cotton, of which 1 w.u

informed tliere are two kinds, one of a brown colour, of which nankeens are made,

the otiier whitf, lilte the cotton of India ; I did not fee any of the former. This com-

niodity is tranfportcd up the Irrawaddy in large boats, as far as B;^moo, where it {;

bartered at the common jee, or mart, with Chinefc merchants, and conveyed by the

5 latter
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latter, partly by land, and partly by water, into the Chinefe dominions. Amber, ivory^

precious ftoncs, beetle nut, and the edible nefts brought from the eaftern Archipelago^

are alfo articles of commerce : In return, the Birmans procure raw and wrought filks,

velvets, gold leaf, preferves, paper, and fome utenfils of hard ware.

The commerce between the capital and the fouthern parts of the empire is facilitated"

by the noble river that waters the country ; its principal obedts are the neceffaries of

life ; feveral thoufand boats are annually employed in tranfporting rice from the lower

provinces, to fupply Ummerapoora, and the northern diit rifts ; fait and gnapee may
likewife be reckoned under the fame head. Articles of foreign importation are moftly

conveyed up the Irrawaddy ; a few are introduced by way of Arracaii, and carried ovei*

the mountains on the head of coolies, or labourers ; European broad cloth, a fmalL

quantity of hardware, coarfe Bengal muflins, CoiTembuzar ii Ik handkerehiofs. China-

ware, which will not admit ot land-carriage, and glafs, are the principal commodities.

Cocoa-nuts alfo, brought from the Nicobar Llands, where they are of uncommon excel-

lence, are looked upon as a delicacy, and bear a high price : merchants carry down
filver, lac, precious ftones, and fome other articles to no great amount. A confider-

able fum of money is annually laid out at the capital in the purchafe of marble Itatues

of Gaudma, which are all fabricated in the diftricl of Chagain, oppofite Awa-haung,,

or ancient Ava : they are not permitted to be made at any other place.

The Birmans, like the Chinefe, have no coin ; filver in bullion, and lead, are the

current monies of the country ; weight and purity are, of courfe, the ftandard of value,

and in the a fcertainment of both the natives are exceedingly fcrupulous and expert...

What foreigners call a tackal, properly kiat, is the molt general piece of filver in

circulation: it weighs ten penny-weights ten grains and three-fourths ; its fubdivifions

are, the tubbee, two of which make one moo ; two moo one math ; four math one

tackal, and one hundred tackal compofe one vifs. Money-fcales and weights are all

fabricated at the capital, where they are ftamped, and afterwards circulated through-

out the empire ; the ufe of any others is prohibited.

Rice is fold by a meafure called tayndaung, or bafket , the weight is fixtecn vifs,

about fifty-fix pounds. There are many fubdivifions of mcafurcmcnt. The average

price of rice at the capital is onetackal, rather more than half-a-crown, for a baflvct and.

a half. At Rangoon and Martaban one tackal will purchafe four or five bnJkets.

The bankers, called by foreigners Pymon, arc likewife workers in filver, and affay-

ers of met: ' : tliis is a clafs of people very numerous, and indifpenfably necelfary, as

no llrangi^r can undertake either to pay or receive money without h;vving it firfl exa-

mined. Every merchant has a banker of this defcription, v/iih whom he lodges all his

calh, and who, for receiving and paying, gets an eftablifhed conimillion of one per

cmt. ; in confideratit)n of which he is rcfponfiblc for the quality of what goes through

his hands ; and in no inftancc did I ever hear of a breach of trufl con mitted by one of

ihufc bankers. The quantity of alloy varies in the filver current in ditiercnt parts of the

empire ; at Rangoon it is adulterated twenty-five per cent. ; at Uinmerapoora, pure,

or what is called llowered filver, is moll common ; in this latter all royal dues are paid..

The feveral modifications are as follows :

*

Rounl, or pure filver.

Rounika.

Rouni/ce,

Rouallee,

Moowadzoo,
Woombo,

5 per cent, of alloy.

10 per cent.

20 per cent.

25 per cent.

30 per cent,.

''s^l

Any
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Any perfon may have his filver either purified or depreciated to whatever flandard

he choofes ; the neareft filverfmith will be glad to perform the work, free from charge
for his labour, as the bringer by the operation mufl; lofe a trifle, which the artift gains

:

the fmall quantity of metal that adheres to the crucible is hii profit. I was informed,

that the filverfmith can fell thefe crucibles afterwards to refiners for forty tackals a thou-

fand, and that an adequate gain accrues to the purchafer from the metal extracted from
the pot after it is broken.

1 he Birman meafures of length are, a paul-gaut, or inch, eighteen of which com-
pofe the taim, or cubit.

The faundaung, or royal cubit *, equal to twenty-two inches.

The dha, or bamboo, which confifts of feven royal cubits; looo dha make one
Birman league, or dain, nearly equal to two Britifh miles and two furlongs ; the league

is alfo fubdivided into tenths. The Birmans keep their accounts in decimals, after the

manner of the Chinefe.

It has already been noticed, that the general difpofition of the Birmans is flrikingly

contrafled with that of the natives of India, from whom they are feparated only l)y a

narrow range of mountains, in many places admitting of an cafy intercourfe. Not-

withftanding the fmall extent of this barrier, the phyfical difference between the

nations could fcarcely be greater, had they been fituated at the oppofite extremities of

the globe. The Birmans are a lively, inquifitive race, adive, irafcible, and impatient

;

the charadler of their Bengal neighbours is too well known as the reverfe to need any

delineation ; the unworthy paflion of jealoufy, which prompts moft nations of the eait

to immure their women within the walls of an haram, and furround them with guards,

feems to have fcarcely any influence over the minds of this extraordinary and more
liberal people. Birman wives and daughters are not concealed from the fight of men,
and are fuffered to have as free intercourfe with each other as the rules of European
fociety admit : but in other refpefts women have jufl: reafon to complain of their treat-

ment ; they are confidered as not belonging to the fame fcale of the creation as men,

and even the law (lamps a degrading difl:indion between the fexes ; the evidence of a

vroman is not received as of equal weight with that of a man, and a woman is not

fuffered to afcend the fteps of a court of juftice, but is obliged to deliver her teftimony

on the outfide of the roof. The cufl:om of felling their women to ftrangers, which

has before been adverted to, is confined to the lowed claffes of fociety, and is perhaps

oftener the confequence of heavy pecuniary embarraflment, than an aft of inclination

:

it is not, however, confidered as fliameful, nor is the female diflimoured
;

partly per-

haps from this caufe, and partly from their habits of education, women furrendcr

themfelves the victims of this barbarous cuftom with apparent refignation. It is alfo

faid, that they are very feldom unfaithful to their foreign mafters ; indeed they are

often eflentially ufeful, particularly to thofe who trade, by keeping their accounts

and tranfafting their bufinefs : but when a man departs from the country, he is not

fuffertd to carry his temporary wife along with him ; on that point the law is exceed-

ingly rigorous : every fliip, before flie receives her clearance, is diligently fearched

by the oflicers of the cudom-houfe : even if their vigilance were to be eluded, the

woman would be quickly mifled ; and it would be foon difcovered in what veffel fhe

had gone, nor could that fliip ever return to a Birman port but under penalty of con-

fifcation of the property, and the inflittion of a heavy fine and imprifonment on the

mafter : female children alfo, born of a Birman mother, are not fuflereJ to be taken

This cubit varies according to the will of the monarch.

away
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away. Men are permitted to emigrate : but they think that the'txpatrlatlon of women
would impoverilh the ftate, by diminifliing the fources of its population.

One vice is ufually the parent of another : the Birmans, beinpf exempt from that of
jcaloufy, do not relort to the diabolical praftice of emafculating male children, to

educate them as fpies over their women. Chaftity, they know, is more fafely guarded
by principles of honour and attachment than by moats or caftles. When Arracan was
conquered by the Birmans, fcveral eunuchs were made prifoners, belonging to the

prince of the country, who had adopted that degenerate cullom of Mahomedan
growth. Thefe people are maintained by the Birman monarch rather as memorials
of his conqueft, than for any fervices they are required to perform. Infidelity is iwt a
charaftenfUc of Biiman wives j in general they have too much employment to leave

leifure for the corruption of their mmds. A woman of the highefl: rank feldom fits in

idlenefs at home ; her female fervants, like thofe of Grecian dames of antiquity, ply
" the various labours of the loom," whilfl the millrels fuperintcnds and direds their

induflry. On the occafion of a formal vifit to the mother of the prefent queen, we
obferved, in one of the galleries of her palace, three or four looms at work, wrought
by the damfels of her houfehold. Weaving is chiefly a female occupation. Moil
Birman families make all the cotton and filk cloth that is required for their domeftic
confumption.

The Birmans, in fome points of their difpofition, difplay the ferocity of barbarians,

and in others, all the humanity and tendernefs of polibed life : they inflifl: the moft
favage vengeance on their enemies ; as invaders, defolation marks their track, for they
fpare neither fex nor age : but at home they aflume a different character ; there they
nianifeft benevolence, by extending aid to the infirm, the aged, and the fick : filial

piety is inculcated as a facred precept, and its duties are religioufly obferved. A
common beggar is no where to be feen : every individual is certain of receiving fufte-

nance, which, if he catmot procure it by his own labour, is provided for him by
others.

During the feveral excorfions 5vhich we made into the country, we did not perceive

any of the feathered tribe that were peculiar to this part of the world, or that were not
to be met with in India, the ornithology of which is already well known. The Henza,
the fymbol of the Birman nation, as the eagle was of the Roman empire, is a fpecies

of wild fowl, called in India the Braminy goofe ; but the natives of Ava do not deify

the bird. Of the beads of Ava, the only one that I faw, with which I was unac-
quainted, was the ichneumon, or the rat of Pharaoh, called by the natives Ounbaii.

It Ls a fingular circumftance, that there fhould not be fuch an animal as the jackal in

the Ava dominions, confidering that they are fo numerous in the adjoining country.

Pegue abounds in elephams ; tor though they are to be met with in other parts of the

empire, that feems to be their favourite abode. One of His Birman Majefty's titles isk

Lord of the White Elephant, and of all the Elephants in the World.

The Birmans divide their time as follows :
'

'"^
"

' ' ^

'

The fpace in which the finger can be raifed and deprefled is called charazi ; tea
charazi make one piaan j fix piaan one bizana (about a minute). The day, of twenty-

four hours, commencing at noon, is divided into eight portions, or yettee, of three

hours each, thus denonunated

:

H'l

VOL. IX.

Moon Yettee, or noon.

Loung Yettee, 3 P. M,
Lay Yettee, 6 P. M.

Caeah
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nAjii^i-.l' K'r
' Orieah Yettee, 9 P.M. "(biW.^'yfB'^aiiiil 41;

'''•*^'
'

., Gneah Gnek Yettee, midnight. -* i,ia} ' /iiN//

,
' -^^ A ft ' '

: Gneah Laghee Loung Yettee, 3 in the mornbg* } '^n^'-ii'l' : -

,
Mioh Line Yettee, 6 A. M. «a5 J n'ltw^. » /^«3ft iti>;f;i;;f ,-

Gneah Tek Yettee, 9 A.M.

Thefe divifions of time are afcertained by a machbe refembling the hour-glafs, andl

fometitnes by a perforated pan placed in a tub pf water : they are announced by a
ftroke on an oblong drum, which is always kept near the dwelling of the chief ma-
giftrate of the city, town, or village ; it is commonly raifed on a high bamboo ftage,

with a roof of mats to proteft it from the weather.

The edifice at the royal palace for the reception of this inftrument is of mafonry,

and very lofty, whence the found is faid to be diflindly conveyed to the remoteft

extremes of the city.

The Birman year is divided into twelve months, which, ftriftly fpeaking, cannot

be called fynodical, although they comprehend the fame number of days. A revolution

of the moon, in pafling from one conjundion with the fun to another, is performed in

29 days, 12 hours, and 44 minutes; but the Birman lunations confid of 29 and 30
days^ alternate, which caufes a difference between the Newtonian and Birman lunar

account of 8 hours and 4S minutes. The Birman months are as follow ;

Days.

Tagoo contains ----- 29
Kayoung 30

^

Nay Young ...... 29
' Wazoo .-------30

Wagoung .------ 29
Toozelien -------30
Sandaing Quite - - - . - 29
Tazoung Moang ----- 3a
Gnadoh ....... 2^
Peeazoo - - - - - . - 30 ' ' !

, ^
Taboodway ------ 29 .:,'.,.

,.
• Taboung - 30 ,',,. :

.''.'-.. 354 ^
.:/.'' '

''

In order to complete a folar revolution, they intercalate in every third year a month
of 30 days, which is called Toodea Wazoo ; in this third year the months of Tagoo
and Nay Young have each 30 days inftead of 29 ; they likewife fupprels or pafs over a

day, which, if reckoned, would either be the 31ft Taboung, or the ift of Tagoo:
by thefe means the number of days in three folar years is thus computed

:

D«yi.

Three lunar years, of 354 days each - - - • 106

a

Intercalary month in the third year - . - . 30
Two intercalary days in Tagoo and Nay Young a
Suppreifed, or paifed over at the end of the year i

1095

1 This

'n'f^ M



This computation correfponds, in the number of days, with three years; every.

faurth year, however, will occafion the difference of a day, on account of our biflex-

tile or leap-year y of this the Birmans are fully fenHble, as well as of many other

defe<^s in their manner of reckoning : to remedy the confnfioil likely to enfue from

fuch erroneous calculations, their ftyle or mode has frequently been altered by arbi-.

trary authority. His prefent Birman Majefty, however, is fo deflrous to afcertain and

eftabliHi, by accurate tables, a permanent ^and unvarying meafurement of time, that he.

made an application to the late governor-general of India to fend to his capital a-Bramin

well verfed in agronomy, to allift the deliberations of his council of profeflbrs, among
whom His Majefty always prefides in perfon, and he is faid to be no inconiiderable

proficient in the fcience of aftronomy.

The manlier in which th^ Birman month is fubdivided, I imagine, is peculiar to

their nation : inftead ,of reckoning the days progreflively from the commencement tO:

the clofe of the month, they advance no farther than the full moon, from which they

recede by retrpgreffive enumeration until the month is finifhed.
;

.

'•".:, '• • -'O i' •
• •

• • ; .. .; .,'1
r .

''

Thus the new moon is called, ^

. .- -" . Lahzan tcrrait gnay, or firft day of the increafing mooni
Lahzan gnerait gnay, fecond day, &c.

..
'

,

. *,

Lahzan loungrait gnay, third day, &c. f '
> ;

^
I^ahzan layrait gnay, fourth day, &c. '''':

Lahzan narait gnay, fifth day. Sec.
J'

'
• .

•

' '
• Lahzan kioukrait gnay, fixth day, &c.

Lahzan koonrait gnay, feventh day, &c. • . •

Lahzan (heafeddainrait gnay, eighth day, &c. '
•

Lahzan karait gnay, ninth day, &c.
'

',

Lahzan fayrait gnay, tenth day, &c.
' I^-ahzan fay terrait gnay, eleventh day, &c.

Lahzan fay-generrait gnay, twelfth day, &c.

Lahzan fay foungrait gnay, thirteenth day, &c.

lahzan talfay fayrait gnay, fourteenth day, &c.

Lah bee, fifteenth day, &c.

. Lah bee-goo terrait gnay, or the firft day of the decreafing moon.

The feventeenth, eighteenth, &c. correspond with the fecond and third of the

increafing moon, fubftituting Lah Bee-goo for Lahzan. The laft day of the month,

whether of twenty-nine or thirty days, is called Lah gnay.

The Birman month is divided mto four weeks of feven days each j the days are

diftinguiflied by the following names

:

Tamaing nuayc, Sunday, the firft day of the Birman week. '

Monday,
Tuefday

Wednefday. '
'

Thurfday. '

Friday. '

• >
. '

Saturday.

The eighth day of the increafing moon, the fifteenth or full moon, the eighth of

the dccrcafiDg moon, and the laft day of the moon, are religioufly obferved by Bir-

muns as facnd feitivals. On thefe hebdominal holidays no public bufitiefs is tranfa^ted

3 T a in

Talain lah,

Aing gah,

Boodt-hoo,

Kcah-fubbeday,

Zoup keah,

Sunnay, «

n, ^
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in the Rhoom : mercantile dealings are fufpended ; handicraft is forbidden ) and the
fl;ri£tly pious take no fuftenance between the rifing and the fetting of the fun ; but
this latter inilance of felf<deoial is not very common, and, as 1 underdood, is rarely

pradifed, except in the metropolis, where the appearance of fandity is fometimes

aflumed as a ladder by which the crafty attempt to climb to promotion. The fovc-

reign himfelf is a great favourer of the aufterities of the Bintian religion ; and his

chief minifter, or Woongee, has for many years, on a Birman fabbath, abdained from
food so long as the fun continues above the horizon.

The Birmans are extremely fond both of poetry and mafic ; they call the former
Yeddoo : when repeated by a fcholar, it flows foft and meafured to the ear ; it is

fometimes in fucccflive, and often in alternate rhimes. A line is called Tagcoung

;

a ftanza, 1 ubbouk. They have epic as well as religious poems of high celebrity, and
they are fond of reciting, in heroic numbers, the exploits of their kings and generals,

I was informed, that the prowefs of Alompra is recorded in verfes not unworthy of a
monarch.

Mufic is a fcience which is held in confiderable cftimation throughout the Birman
empire, and is cultivated at the prefcnt day more generally than in India, notwith-

flanding it is there termed, as by the ancient Greeks, the language of the gods. The
royal library of Ummerapoora is faid to contain many valuable treatifes on the art.

Some of the profcffional muficians difplay confiderable (kill and execution, and the

fofter airs are pleafmg even to an ear unaccuflomed to fuch melody. The principal

inftruments are a Soum, or harp, made of light wood, hollowed and vamifhed, in

fhape fomewhat like a canoe with a deck ; at the" extremity a piece of hard wood is

neatly faftened, which tapers to the end, and rifing curves over the body of the harp

;

from this curvature the firings, ufually made of wire, are extended to a bridge on the

belly of the inftrunient : there are two founding holes, one on each fide of the bridge.

The fize of the Soum varies from two to five feet in length.

The Turr refembles our violin ; it has only three firings, and is played on with a

bow, I at firfl imagined it had been of European introdudion, and brought to Pegue
by the Portugueze ; but I was affured it was an original inftrument of the country.

The Pullaway is a common flagelct.

The Kyczoup is a colleclion of cymbals, which are fufpended in a bamboo frame

;

thcfe cymbals, varying in fize, produce modulated gradations of founds j there were
eighteen in the Kyezoiip that I f;\w.

The Patola, or guitar, is a curious inftrument ; it is the exaft form of a crocodile in

miniature ; the body of which is hollow, with founding holes on the back ; three

firings of wire extend from the fhoulder to the tail, and are fupported on bridges at

each extremity ; the ftrings are tuned by means of pegs in the tail, to which they are

faftened ; it is played on by the finger, and is generally ufed to accompany the voice.

The Boundaw is a colledion of drums, oblong in form, and varying in fize, whicli

are fufpended perpendicularly in a wooden frame by leather thongs. The whole

machine is about five feet in diameter, and four feet high. The performer (lands in

the centre, and beats on the drums with a fmall ftick. This inftrument is always intro-

duced when there is a full band, and is much ufed in proceflions, being carried by
two men, whilft the performer fhullles along in the iafide, playing as he goes.

The Heem is the pipe of Pan, formed of feveral reeds neatly joined together, and

founded by a common mouth-piece j when played with Ikill, it produces a very plain-

tive melody.

Thefe are the principal inftruments of mufic in ufc among the Birmans. Dr.

6 Buciianaii
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BuchaiMin purchafed a complete concert fet for fifty-four tackal, which is about five or

fix euineas. Melody has charms for all mankind : among the boatmen that rowed
my barge, I doubt whether there was one who did not poflefs an inftrument of fome
fort ; he who could procure no better, had t we call a Jew's harp, with which he
delighted to beguile half an hour of a cool evi.ning, after a day of hard labour under

a burning fun.

Of the ancient Pallis*, whofe language conditutes at the prefent day the facred text

of Ava, Pegue, and Siam, as well as of feveral other countries eailward of the

Ganges ; and of their migration from India to the banks of the Cali, the Nile of

Ethiopia, we have but very imperfe£l information. As a nation, they have long ago

ceafed to exift : they are faid to have pofTeifed, in former times, a dominion flretching

from the Indus as far as Siam, and to have been conquered by the Rajaputras, who
changed the name of their country from Palifthan to Raiaputra. In the old books of

the Hindoos they are called Paliputras, and it may, I think, be concluded, that they

were the Palibothri of the ancients.

It has been the opinion of fome of the moft enlightened writers t on the languages

of the Eaft, that the Pali, the facred language of the priefts of Boodh, is nearly allied

to the Shanfcrit of the Bramins ; and there certainly is much of that holy idiom en-

grafted on the vulgar language of Ava, by the introduction of the Hindoo religion.

The charadler in common ufe throughout Ava and Pegue is a round Nagari, derived

from the fquare Pali, or religious text ; it is formed of circles and fegments of circles,

varioufly difpofed and combined, whilfl the Pali, which is folely applied to the purpofes

of religion, is a fquare letter, chiefly confifting of right angles.

The Birman language contains thirty-three fimple founds, to reprefent which their

alphabet, commonly called kagye kague, confids of an equal number of dillinft cha-

raders, exclufive of various marks and contraftions, that fupply the place of long and

(hort vowels, diphthongs, &c. Thefe are explained and enumerated in feparate feries

in the Birman fpel ling-book, entitled kaynboungie, in which every pclfible combination

16 given and exempHHed.
It fhould be obferved here, that there is no reprefcntation of the vowel correfpond*

ing with our fliort a, as from the frequent occurrence of that found in the middle and

at the end of words, it was found convenient to omit it in writing ; it is neverthelefsi

to be pronounced after every fimple found or confonant not fupplied with another

vowel, unlcfs it be forbidden by a mark of elifion placed over the letter, or excluded

by the junftion of two or more confonants, in the form of a compound charafter. Tbefe

fingularities, I am informed by Mr. Wilkins, are common to all the alphabets of the

liindoo clafs.

The Birmans write from left to right, and though they leave no diftinguilhing fpace

between their words, they mark the paufes of a i'entence and the full flops. Their

161161*5 are didinQ, and their manufcripts are in general very beautiful.

* In Captain Wilford's elaborate and learned Diflcrtatioii on Egypt and the Nile, from the ancient

books of the Hindoos, there is the following paifagc:
" The liiftory of the Pallis cannot fail to be intercfting, efpecially as it will be found much connected

with that of Eurojje ; and I hope foon to be fupplied with materials for a full account of them. Even
their mifcrable remains in India muft excite compaflton, when we confider how great they once were, and
from what height they fell, through the intolerant zeal and fuperlUtion of their ncigl^bours. Tl.' if

features are peculiar, and their language dificreat, but perhaps not radically, from that of the other

Hindoos. Their villages are ftill called Palli." Afiat. Refcarch. vol. iii.

J Captain Wilford on Egypt and the Nile. Louberc't Account of Siam. Chambers on the Ruing of

Mavalipuram, Allut, Kereurcli. vol. i,
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The common books of the Birmans, like thofe of the Illndoos, particularly of fucH
as inhabit thc'fouthern parts of Iiulia^ arc coinpofed of the paltnyra leaf, on wliich the^
letters are engraved with a ftylus ; but the Birmans far excel the Braininical Hindoos
in the ncatnels of the execution, and in the ornamental part of their volumes. In
every kioHm, or monaftery, there is a hbrary or repofitory of books, ufually kept in

lacquered chefts. Books in the I'ali text, are fomctimos coinpofcd of thin itripes of
bamboo, delicately plaited, and varnifhetl over in I'uch a manner as to form a fmootli

and hard furface upon a leaf of any dimnifions ; this furfacc is afterwards gilded, and the

facred letters are traced upon it in black and Ihining japan. The margin is illumined

by wreaths and figures of gold on a red, green, or black ground.

In the recitation of poetry the language Ls exceedingly melodious ; even, the profe

of ccnmion converlation appears to be nicafured, and tiie concluding word of each

fentence is lengthened by a mufical cadence, that marks the period to the ear of a

pcrfon whiilly unacquainted with the meaning. '
>

The annexed plate exhibits the fmiple elementary chara£lers, with the found that

each exprelFes, and the name hi the Birtnan tongue : tliis name has an appropriate

meaning, fuch as " great ka," " I'piral ka," ''circular za,"«5£c. but Ibme of thefe charadters

are very rarely ufea, fuch as No. 4, 9, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 19, 23, and 32.

To this alpnabet is added the Shanfcrit elementary character, analogous to each of

the Birman charafters ; alfo the Birman cyphers, am' i fpecimen of the ancient Pali,

taken from a very beautiful manufcript in my pofleir.iiV, which contains an account of

the ceremony ufed in the confecmtion of Rhahaans *.

It is difficult to afcertain with precifion the exacl limits of the Birman empire.

Dr. Buclvman, who accompanied me, fought for geographical information with the

moft diligem inquiry ; he procured, but not without confiderable trouble and expence,

(ketches of every part of the Birman territories ; and he has tranfmitted the materials

which he thus colleded to the Eall India Company. Thofe (ketches, however, being

contained in vainous and detached piece s, not forming any connected body, nor yet

reduced to a graduated fcale, can bar !'v be brought into the Ihape of a regular map
without the aid of fome further comm-jnications ; they are neverthelefs documents of

much intrinfic value and importance ; it is therefore tO' be hoped that, with the aid of

fome additional lights, a vacuum on the tcrreflrial globe will, ere long, be filled up, and

a portion of trie* earth delineated, which heretofore has been very iinperfeclly known. On
a probable calculation from Dr. Buchanan's papers of the extent of the prefent Birman

empire, it appears to include the fpacc between tlic 9th and 20th degrees of north lati-

tude, and between the 92d and ioj\\\ degrees of longitude eaft of Greenwich, about

1050 geographical miles in hngth, and 600 in breadth: thefe are the afcertain.

able limits, taken from the Birman accounts ; but it is probable that their doniiniuns

ftretch fUU farther to the north. It fliould, however, be remarked, that the breadth

often varies, and is in many places very inconfidcrable on what is called the eaftern

pcniiifula.

* I aui indebted for the Shanrtrit chai-aftcr to the kindnefs of my friend Mr. Wilkini.

CHAPj
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CHAP. XIII.— Pcrmijion granted to make Jjirommical Obfirij. m.— AJ lipefrom

the King,— River ri/cs.— Prefent of Wheat.— Bees :— II — Ikng Painter

employed at Court,— Mode of catching wild Elephants, —'.Kin^ j--Aifitous > tttiroduce

the Art of Glafs-making,— Attentions from Viceroys to foreign At nijleti. — Letters

arrive from Bengal,— Our People healthy ;— Cbinefe the reverfe :— the Caufe.—
Ceremony arranged ;— Procejfton ;— Manner of Entrance ; — Introdudion into the

Lotoo, or Grand Council Hall.— Defcription of the Court ;— its Magnificence,—
King not prefent. — Queflions propofcd. — Banquet.— Formalities obferved in

returning, >

THE occurrences that took place in the interval between our arrival and the 30th

of Auguft, the day appointed for our formal introduftion, were not of fufficient impor-

tance to require a minute relation. We enjoyed whatever perfonal convenience the

country could fupply ; and I gladly embraced every opportunity to evince the molt

implicit confidence ; which I am induced to think was produdive of benficial confe-

quences. To my public charadter, as will appear in the itquel, the condudt of the

Birman court was punctilious and haughty, even to infufferable arrogance ; but my
accommodation and fecurity as an individual were attended to with all the urbanity that

could be expefted from the moft polifhed ftate of Europe.

Geography is the foundation of all hidorical knowledge, without which hiftory

becomes little better than romance. Having hitherto found the moft authentic geo-

graphical information that I could obtain refpefting countries eaftward of the Ganges
to be extremely erroneous, I was on that account more particularly defirous to deter-

snine the true fituation of the capital of Ava ; efpecially as I had now a favourable

opportunity of profiting by the afliftance of a gentleman of high profofHonal talents.

It ieemcd expedient, however, to obtain the fandlion of the Birman government, before

3 authorized Mr. Wood to commence aftronomical obfervations ; and, in reply to an
application I made through the Maywoon of Pegue, I received the moft liberal acqui-

eicence ; a compliment that was afterwards enhanced by a gracious meffage from His

Birman Majefty, defiring to know, according to our calculation, the exadt time when
the expefted cclipfe of the moon was to take place, and, as it was partial, what portion

of the lunar body would be in fhade ? Mr. Wood fatisficd him in both particulars,

and we were informed that the King, on comparing Mr. Wood's account with his own
prcdidlions (for he is faid to be himlelf an adept in the fcience), difcovered only a flight

difference in the fegment of the moon which was to be obfcured. Mr. Wood's know-
ledge procured him confiderable refpeft among the better informed natives, but it

excited the terror of the vulgar. Being obliged at night to leave the grove and go out

on the, plain, in order to have a diftindt view of the heavenly bodies, the peafants (hat

inhabited the neighbouring villages believed him to be a necromancer, and his tele-

fcope *and- time-keeper inftruments of magic : in their wonder they fomctimes crowded
about him fo as to difturb his operations ; but it was nothing more th^in harmlefs curio-

fity ; they wanted to difcover by what means he held communication with the Natts, the

fupernatural and invifible agents of the air.

The river, which had now rifen to its utmoft height, had encroached, fo much on
the grove, as to threaten a general inundation ; and we began to think it not

improbable that we fhould be obliged foiae night haftily tp change our refidence from
10 the
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the houfe to the bonts. The ca-ifc of thi* fwillinft of the wntci-s was not nnparcnt, fit

thi're had not fallen with us a rulliciciit quantity of rain to proilucc the fiiuilloll altera-

tion in the Ixjily of the river : the Birnians, however, wiio knew tiie exaft limit to

which it would rife, laughed at our nropofinu; to make arrangements for a Cudiliu

embarkation, and afTurcd us that, within tlio memory of man, the Uood^ lud never

furpadcd a certain boundary.

Although, from the nature of the frroonJs in the neighbourhood of our dwellLij^,

rice was the only grain that could be cultivated, we underftood that on the otlkr

fide of the lake near the city, there were cxtenlive fields of wheat, which, frou) the

lamplcs brought to us, feemed to be equal in quality to the nneft growth of Kngland.

The market price at Umtntraixjora was one tackal, nearly half a crown, lor a

taindaung, or bafket weighing about lifty-llx pounds ; but we hail no occafion to

purchafe any, as the provifion made by the commilKiry of government, and tliv

prefents from thofe who vifited us, kept our ftore-foom full. Every perfon who cauie

brought fomething, either fruit, flowers, a plate of fme rice, of wheat, or foiue

fimilar mark of relpe^. In return, I treated thofe of the higher order with tea and

fwcetmeats ; of the former they wore' extremely fond; and I can truly fay, that from

ten in the morning until evening, the tea equipage was never unemployed. An old

man who afled as commilTary, and lived in the rhoom adjacent to our dwelling, whole

title was Keywoon, brought all the females of his family to fee us ; they produced uj;

their ofTering, frefh honeycombs hanging from the branches of the bamboo tree ; the

hooey was dropping from the boughs into pans. I was told that the bees were wild

in the woods, and m fuch plenty that wax formed a flaple article of commerce, 'i'he

natives have a mode of gathering the honey without dellroying the infed. 'I'he

foldiers of the guard and our domeflics continued to receive two tackal, at Hated

periods, in addition to their allowance of rice ; and beeiL-leaf was to be had fredi

from gardens belonging to the adjacent villages. In one of thefe plantations, which

very much refembled an Englifh hop-garden, I faw a man vrateriiig his plants by means
of a wheel, which raifed water out of a well from a confiderable depth. The machine

was condructed with much ingenuity.

The reputatbn that my Bengal draughtfman had acquired by his botanical draw-

ings, performed under the infpedion of Dr. Buchanan, having come to the know-

ledge of His Birman Majefly, or, in the Birman phrafe, having reached the Golden

Ears, the King was pleafed to defire a fpecimea of his (kill, and fent over a painting

on glafs, executed by a Siamefe artifl in his own fervice, fignifying his royal will that

it mould be copied upon paper. This pidlure, which was a tolerable performance,

rcprefented the mode of catching wild elephants in the forefts. It w;is thus defcribed

to me : the hunters, mounted on tame elephants that are trained to the bufinefs,

by lying flat on their backs, introduce thenifelves unnoticed into a wild herd, and

take an opportunity to caft a running noofe in the track of the one that is meant to be

fccured. The other end of the rope is faftened to the body of the tame elephant, who
immediately throws the wild one down ; a battle then enfues, in which the trained

elephant, being afTifted by its afTociates, foon overpowers the inhabitant of the woods,

who is dcferted by all the others ; it is afterwards borne away a prifoner, fall bound

to two of its captors, whilfl another moves on at its head, and a fourth urges it

behind. In a few weeks, by pripcr difcipline, the animal becomes docile, and fubmits

to its fate. Thofe that are taken in the manner delineated in the plate, I was told,

are for the mod part females. Male elephants are ufually enticed by th« blandilhments

of

• For a ;
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of th.^ fpmafos •, trained f(ir the purpofo, into an cnclofiiro or kcddah, from whence
tlicy cannot extricate thcinMvcs, and arc fairly focurcd. My painter performed the

tafk fo much to Mis M;ije(ly's fatii.fadion, that a requed was made for his further

fcrvices, in executing a drawing of a celebrated image of Gaudma, In which I

willint^Iy acouiefcfd. He was employed on it a week, and when it was finished, Hia

Majcfty condefcended to i-xprefN his approbation of the performance, which was certainly

nnicli iupcrior to any thing that his own painter could produce.

Among the articles of foreign trade which had found their way into the Birman
country, nothiufr was held in higher eftimation than the European glafs-ware, imported

into Rangoon from the Britifh fettlements in India. The art of vitrification has lonjif

been known ami praftifed in mofl: countries of the eaft ; but no where can they make
a pure tranfparant fubflance, like that which is brought from Europe. The Birman
monarch, who is a great admirer of the manufafture, was particularly defirous to

introduce it into his dominions ; and fuppofing that every Englilhman muft be verfed

in the knowledge of making whatever comes from his own country, he fent a meifage

to rcqueft that I would furnifli his artificers with fuch inftrudions as might enable

them to fabricate glafs of a quality equal to what was made in England. Unluckily,

none of us happened to be fkillec! in the myftery of a glafs-houfe ; all, therefore,

that we could do, was to explain the principles of the art, which Dr. Buchanan
obligingly undertook ; and in order to facilitate the acquirement, and guide them in

the pradlico, I lent them the Encyclopncdia Britannica, and pointed out the article

where the proccfs is fully explained. Baba-Shcen and the Armenian interpreter

tranflated it into the Birman tongue ; but I much fear that the theory alone, conveyed

in terms of fcionce, will not, without praftical experience, advance them very far

in an art which His Birman Majcfty is fo laudably folicitous to bring to perfedion

among his fubjeds.

It is a matter too remarkable to pafs unnoticed, that of the numbers who did me the

honour of a vifit, there was not one that had any fliare in the adminiftration of public

aftairs, the Woondock that met me at Pagahm excepted, who, though of diftinguiflied

rank, is but an inferior minifter : none of the Woongees or Attawoons condefcended

to pay me the compliment. The Mavwoon of Pegue fometimes honoured me with

his company : his official confequence, however, was here diminifhed into infignificance,

notwithllanding he was of the nighefl order, except one, of nobility, wearing a tzaloe

of nine firings.

When a public minifter is delegated from a foreign power to the Birman court,

it is the eftablifhcd cuftom for the Maywoon, or governor of the frontier province

which the minlflcr firfl enters, to provide for his fafe conveyance to the capital, and to

attend to his convenience fo long as he continues to refide in the country ; a fervice

which he is frequently obliged to perform in perfon, as in the prefent cafe of the

Englifli deputation. The governor of Bamoo, the province bordering on Yunan,

performed the office to our Chincfe neighbours with the utmofl: kindnefs and urbanity,

and in his frequent vifits to them took the opportunity of calling upon me. He was a

fenfible man, exceedingly courteous In his manner and addrefs. He faid that he had

been twice to Pekin in the capacity of legate before he obtained his prefent flation j

a:id defcribed the journey as tery fatiguing, but, at the proper feafon, not at all

• For a more ample di'fcription of the manner of catching wild elephants in Tipura, near the mountaint

that divide Bengal from the Uirman dominions, foe a Paper by John Corfe, Efq. in the third volume of the

Aliatic Refearcnes. The practice of Pcguc differs fomewkat from that of Uie J}etigal buutcrs.
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perilous ; he was upwnrds of three irontha in performing it. The road from the
frontiers of the province of Banioo until he pea^*trated far into Manchegee, or Yunan,
lay through mountains : during the lad thirty days he travelled in about on canals anvl

rivers. He informed me that there were two languages fpoken in China : one the

Tirroup or native Chinefe ; the other the Tarrait or Tartar tongue : tlie latter is the

language of the conquerors. The Birmans have not liberty to pafs at will into the

Chinefe territory, nor the Chinefe into that of the Birmans ; but the governor has

power to grant paflports. He gave me an impreflion of the chop, or feal, which ho
was accuftomed to affix to fuch papers, and likewife promifed me a chart of his route

to Pekin, which he afterwards prefented to me. I had various occafions to acknow-
ledge the attention and kindnefs of this truly well bred and intelligent man, who
feemed to have profited from his travels, and to have overcome that afl'edted referve

which is (h J national chara£leriftic of a Birman courtier.

On the 13th of Auguft, the arrival of a mcffenger from Rangoon, fent by Captain

Thomas, as the bearer of letters and newfpapers that had been brought from Calcutta,

dif}\ifed among us that fatisfadion which they only who have been in remote coun-

tries, and long abfent from their friends, can truly eftimate ; it was the firft communica-
tion we had received fince our departure from Bengal, and the fttuation of affairs in

Europe was at that time extremely interefting.

In addition to the comfort we experienced from living at eafe, and having every

want liberally fupplied, our gratitude was due to providence for the ineftimableblefling

of health, which we enjoyed to a degree that fully evinced the falubrity of the cliuiate
;

not a fymptotn of ficknefs, in a iingle inlhmce excepted, had manifelled itfelf among
our people ; but this was not the cafe with our Chinefe neighbours : they were Ids

fortunate ; a dyfentery, which had early attacked the fenior member of the embalVy,

began tofprcad among his domeftics ; ami although they were not numerous, we heard

of frequent deaths and of general illiiefs among them. As no Joubt could bo

entertained of the healthinels of the lituation we were in, their malady was to be

afcribed to fome other caufe than the atmofpht re. The governor of Baiiioo,

however, explained the matter very fenfil)ly, by obferving, that the ficknefs undir

which they alone laboured, entirely originated in their own indolence, and in the

pernicious diet that they ufed. 'J'he Chinefe are laid to be naturally great lovers of

iwine's llefh ; and thefe perfonages poflelVed all the partiality of their country for

that unclean animal ; they had ereded a pig-(lye within the inclofure of their dwelling,

where they fed pork for their own table, ^nd, as a matter of compliment, fometiines

fent a joint of the meat to me ; but though it feemed to be good, we could not bring

ourfelvcs to ufe it. In addition to the ill efieds of fuch grofs food, they took no

cxercife, and drank immoderately of fliouchow, a fiery and deleterious fpirit. Ihe
governor of Bamoo, who accounted for the caufe of their ailment, condemned their

fenfuality, which, he faid, he had in vain endeavoured to corred by advice and

perfuafion. At length the principal legate became fo ferioully ill that his life was

judged to be in danger : the governor, anxious for Uie prefervation of a pcrfon whofe

fafety was in fome degree entrufted to his care, with a humanity that did him honour,

applied to me for medical afliftance. Dr. Buchanan willingly accompanied him to the

the fick man's chamber, and on examining his patient immediately perceived that the

cafe was defperate. He was an emaciated old man, reduced by a difeafe of fuch

long continuance as to leave no profped of recovery : medicines, however, were

adminiftered, which, though they afforded but a temporary relief, railed a fallacious

hope in the breaft of the fufferer, who cxpreffed the utmolt anxiety to be able to

attend
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Rttond on the day nppomtf;d for our public reception, at which tune the Chinefe depu-

ties were likcwife to be introduced : they had before been admitted to an informal audi,

ence of the King, when the court was at Meengoung, foon after their firft arrival,

where His Majelly met them as though by chance. It is not ufual for the King to

receive public miniders ceremonioufly, except in the metropolis.

As the time approached that was appointed for our public entry into Ummerapoora,
vhich as yet we had only viewed froni our refidence on the oppofitfe bank of the lake,

I judged it proper to make fome inquiry refpefting the ceremonials ufually obfervedon

fiich occafions, and the exterior forms of homage that would be required. I wifhed

alio to afcertain the relative degree of rank that would be granted to the agent of the

Governor-general of India ; and as I was officially given to underftand that the Chinefe

deputies were to be introduced on the fame day, I urged my right to precedence, on
the thorough perfuafion that they did not conftitute an imperii embaffy, but were
merely a provincial legation, although probably fanftioned by the monarch of China.

The neceflity of afcertaining thefe points became evident, from the fcrupulous regard

to external forms which the Birmans manifefted upon every occafion. The Maywoon
of Pegue being the channel of my official communication, I received through him, in

reply to my firil applicaton, a general affurance of due attention, but an equivocal

anfwer with refpett to the Chinefe. Repeating the requifition for fatisfadory particu-

lars, I was informed that 1 (hould be allowed parity of rank with the nobility of the

court, and that precedence over the Chinefe deputies would be granted to me. With
thofe aflurances I remained fatisfied.

On the 29th of Auguft, the day preceding that of our formal introduftion, I received

a meflage, defiring to know what number of attendants' I meant to take with me, and
to fpecify the rank they bore, particularly that of the pundit, the moonlhee, and painter.

1 was at the fame time acquainted, that it was not cuftomary to admit armed men into

the palace, a form to which I readily affented. Late in the evening, another meflage

was brought to inform me, that the profeffion of Dr. Buchanan was held by the Birmans
in a lefs dignified eftimation than it bore among us ; and that it was unufual, on fuch
folemn occafions, to receive a perfon of his ftation into the lotoo, or great council hall.

I took fome pains to vindicate the dignity of the liberal and enlightened profeffion of
medicine, and explained to them, that there was no monarch of Europe who did not
confider a phyfician as worthy to hold a place in the moft diftinguifhed ranks of fociety.

This difficulty was at length conquered ; they agreed to receive the Doftor, but ftipu-

lated that he fhould ride on horfeback in the proceffion, and not be indulged with an
elephant : a privilege which, they faid, was gi-anted only to perfons of the higheft

confcquence.

Preparatory to our vifit, the prefents intended for His Majefty were carefully aflbrted,

and put into feparate boxes : they were both handfome and coilly, confiding of various

kinds of European and Indian articles, fuch as mirrors, cut glafs, fire-arms, broad
cloths, embroidered muflins, and Indian filks, all of the fined quality that could be
procured ; among other things there was a Shanfcrit manufcript, fuperbly illumined,

and written with beautiful minutenefs ; it was a copy of the Bagwaat Geeta, inclofed

in a cafe of gold, and dofigned as a perfonal compliment from Sir John Shore, the

Governor-general to His Birman Majedy : there was alfo an eledrical machine, of the

eftcds of which fome of the Birmans were not ignorant *. The boxes were covered

with red fatin, and faftened to poles, for the convenience of being carried on men's

t^r it
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• An clet^rifying machine had been introduced fevcral years ago by a Frenchman.

3 u 2 llioulders.
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/houlders. Every matter was arranged on the day before the core nony was to take

place.

On the 30th of Auguft we took an early breakfaft, and about eight o'clock a Scre-

dogee, or fccrctary ol" the lotoo, came to acquaint us that boats were prepared to

convey us acrnfs the lake. Our donieltics had received orders to hold themfelves in

readinefs, drelfed in the livery of theembalTy, and the guard was paraded without arms.

The prefents having been fent before, we walked to the water-fide attended by Baba-

Sheen, the Sore-dogee, and fevcral inferior officers : at the fame time the two junior

members of the Chinefe miffion, the fenior being now at the point of death, came forth

from the gate of their inclofure, attended by a retinue comparatively very fmall. We
found three war-boats at the bank ready to receive us ; thefe boats were fufficiently

capacious for the number they were dellincd to contain : the largeft was of fifty oars,

but they were not above one-third manned, probably with a view to our accommoda-

tion, as the veffcls are fo narrow that perfons unaccuibmed to them cannot fit between

the rowers without inconvenience : it did not, however, efcape our notice that they

were quite plain, without either gilding or paint. We were about twenty minutes in

rowing to the oppofite fide of the lake, and found a crowd of people colleded near

the water's edge to fee us land. The place where we landed appeared to be nearly a

mile, in a direft line below the fort, the fouthern walls of which are waflied by the lake

when the waters are fwollen. Three elephants and fcveral horfes were waiting to con-

vey us, and fonie Birman oflicers of inferior confequence attended at the bank, dreflcd

in their robes and caps of ceremony. The furniture of the animals we were to ride

was far from being fuperb. Men of rank in the Birman empire always guide their

own elephan's, and fit on the neck, in the fame manner that the drivers or mohaats

do in India : owing to this cuflom, they are unprovided with thofe commodious feats

in whxh an Indian gentleman repofos at eafe on the back of this noble bead, whilft

the government of it is entrulled to another porfon. A large wicker bafket, fomewhat

refembling the body of an open carriage, but fmaller, without any elevated feat, and

covered with carpets at the bottom, was faftened on the back of the elephant by means

of iron chains that palled under his belly, and were prevented from chafing him by

tanned ox-hides. This equipage was neither comfortable nor elegant ; but as I had not

learned how to manage an elephant and ride between his ears, there wa^ no alternative
;

1 was obliged either to take what was provided, or fubmit to a lefs dignified convey-

ance. The drivers, inftead of making the beaft kneel down to receive his rider, as is

the cuftom in other countries, drove him up to a temporary (lage that had been ereQed

for the purpofe of mounting. Each of the Chinefe deputies was alio honoured with

an elephant. Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan rode on hanillome fpirited horfes, of the

fmall Pcgue breed, which had been prepared for them, and were equipped with much

better furniture than was ailigned to the elephants. 'I'he Birman laddies, however,

not being well calculated for the eafe of an European rider, two of Englifh manufac-

ture, which we had brought with us. were fubdituted in their llead. The moonlhee,

the pundit, and the painter, were likcwi'e permuted to ride on horfeback. After we

had adJLifled the ceremonial of mountuig, the proceliion was marlhalled iu the follow-

ing order

:

A Sandohgaan, or mafler of the ceremonies, on horfeback
;

An Oniroepferee, or regirter of (Irangers, on horfeback
j

A Lctzounfc ree, or regiller of prefents, on horfeback,

drelild in their cilicial robes and caps
j

1

2

Soldicri
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^' Soldiers that compofed the efcort

;

"the elephant of the reprefentative of the Governor-General j

Mr. Wood, and Dr. Buchanan, on horfeback
;

<

Baba-Sheen, as chief Interpreter
;

' '.

The Chinefe Deputies, on elephants, preceded by their fervants, bearing flags.

A Woondock, or fecund coujifellor of flate
;

- Two Terrezogees, or officers who hold judiciary ftations. . •

The fervants of the embafly walked on each fide, two by two ; and a number of
conftables attended, with long white rods, to keep off the populace.

The proceffion being thus arranged, we commenced our march, keeping a moderate
pace, fo as not to diftrefs the bearers of the prefents. After proceeding a fliort way, we
entered a h ide and handfonie ftreet that was paved with brick : the houfes on each

fide were low, built of wood, and covered with tiles ; they had been evidently prepared

for the occafion, being fielh whitewalhed, and decorated with boughs and flowers ; the

fliops, which are ufualiy open towards the ftreet, difplayed their beft goods. In front

of each houfe was a flight latticed railing of bamboo, advanced into the ftreet, to the

diftance of three or four feet ; over this fpace was fpread a fhade of bamboo mats, that

reached from the eaves of th" houfes to the railing, forming n fort of covered balcony,

every one of which was crowded with fpedators, men and women indifcriminately.

Boys fat on the tops of the houfes, and the ftrects were fo thronged as to leave only a

fufficient fpace for the proceffion to move without interruption ; but what rendered the

fcene moft remarkable was, the pofture which the multitude preferved ; every perfon,

as foon as we came in fight fquatted on his hams, and continued in that attitude until

we had paflTed by : this was an indication of high refpeft. Throughout the crowd

there was no difturbance nor any extraordinary noife ; the populace looked up and

gazed in filence, nor did they attempt to follow us, but were fatisfied with a tranfient

view. The pagwaats, or confl;ables, armed with long rods, fometimes affefted to ftrike

thofe who were moft forward, in order to make them recede j but in this acl they

humanely avoided hurting any one, generally direfting the blow to the ground clofe to

th''fe whom they intended to remove. Thus we palled through feveral wide Itreets

running in a li:raight direftion, and often croffed by others at right angles. We per-

ceived onlyktwo brick houfes, and thefe we were informed liclonged to foreigners. Con-

tiguous to the fort was a fmall ftreet, entirely occupied by the fliops of filverfmichs, who
exhibited their wares in the open balcony, and difplayed a groat variety of Birman

utenfil.> in plate. The diftance from the landing-place to this ftreet we computed to be

two miles. Immediately after we croffed the ditch of the fort, which was wide, deep,

and faced with brick, but had little water in it : the paffage was over a caufeway

formed on a mound of earth, in which there was a chafin of about ten feet to carry oft'

the rain, and acrofs this a llrong bridge of planks was laid. Between the bridge and

the fool of the wall there was a fpace, eighty or a hundred feet wide, on which two

redoubts were raifed to defend the paflage of tlie ditch : the rampart, faced by a wall

of brick, was about twenty feet high, exclufive of the parapet, which had embrafures

for cannon, and apertures for mufquetry. Small demi-baftions projected at regular

didances beycMd the wiill, but they did not appear to contain fuflicient fpace to admit

of heavy ordnance. The body of the rampart was compofed of earth, fuftained extor-

mlly and within by ftrong walls ; the gate was mallive, with a wicket in it ; and the

fort altogether, confidered as an eaftern fortification, was refpedablo, but infulHcient to

refift the approaches of an enemy Ikilled in the icience of war. The Birmans, how-

ever,
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ever, believe it to be impregnable ; they put their truft in the height and folldity of
their wall, which they conceive to be ftrong enough to refifl all aflaults, independant

of the cover of a glacis, or any other advanced work than the ditch. 1 did not attempt

to mortify their pride by telling them a dilngrceable truth, that a battery of half a dozen
cannon would, in a few hours, reduce their walls to a heap of ruins ; and indeed if I

had told them fo, it is probable they might itat have credited the information.

We entered by the wellern gate : there was little diRinclion between the houfes in

the fort and thofe of the city, except that the dwellings of perfons of ofHcial confo.

quence, and the members of the royal family, who refided within the walls, were
furrounded by a wooden partition that inclofed a court. We pafled, making feveral

angles in our way, through a market fupplicd with rice, pulfe, and other vegetables, but
faw neither meat nor fifli. At the dillancc of two fliort ftreets from the palace, we
came to a fpot where bamboo flagcs were erefted for us to alight, Hmilar to thofe at

the landing-place j here we difmounted, and walked in the fame order as we had rode.

Coming to the top of a Ihort ftreet leading down to the palace, we were delired by the

Sandohgaan, or niafter of the ceremonies, through Baba-Sheen, to ftop and make obei-

iance to the refidence of majefty, by a gentle inclination of the body, and raifing the

hand to the head, as they did ; a defire with which I complied, although I conceived

the diftance fo great as hardly to require that mark of refpect. When we had pro-

ceeded two or three hundred yards farther, the Sandohgaan repeated the ceremony of
bowing, to which I offered no objedion ; nor fhould I have felt the I'malleft reluctance

in complying, had not the manner of the Sandohgaan been what I confidered extremely

difrefpeftful. Thus we proceeded, until we came to the rhoom, which was a lofty

hall, raifed four or five feet from the ground, and open on all fides ; it was fituatcd

about a hundred yards from the gate of the palace court, on the left hand, and in the

centre of a fpacious area. Putting off our (hoes we entered the faloon, and fat down
on carpets that were fpread for us, with our faces towards the palace gate ; here the

prcfcnts were depofited, whilfl the Chinefe deputies took their places on the other

lide.

It was now about ten o'clock, and the Woondock intimated that we muft wait until

all the princes of the royal family arrived, before it would be proper for us to enter:

ve had fat but a (liort time, when the Prince of Pegahm, the junior of the King's fons

in point of rank though not in years, being born of a different mother, made his appear-

ance. He was mounted on the neck of a very fine elephant, which he guided himfelf

fitting on a fcarlet cloth embroidered with gold, whiKt a fervant behind, on the back
of the animal, fcreened him from the fun with a gilded parafol. About fifty muf-
qucteers led the way; thefe were followed by a number of halberdiers, c.irrying fpcars

with gilded fhafts, and decorated with gold taffels. Six or eight officers of his houfe-

hold (each of the King's fons have a feparate eftabliflimont) came next, dreflfed in vel-

vet robes with embroidered caps, and chains of gold depending from the left (houldcr

to the right fide ; thefe immediately preceded the Prince's elephant ; another body of

fpcarmen, with his palanquin of ftate, clofed the proceflion. On entering the gate,

he gave to one of his attendants a polifhed iron hook, with which he governed his ele-

phant ; as not any thing that can be ufed as a weapon is fuffered to be brought within

the prccinds of the palace, not even by His Maiefty's fons. The Prince's efcort halted

without the gate, and the greater number of his attendants were ftopped, thole only

being admitted who were of higher rank, together with the men who carried his larwe

beetle-box of gold, and his flaggon of water, which are brought rather for ftate than for

refrcfliment. When the Prince had alighted, his elephant returned, and ail the attend.

ants
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snts ranged thcmfclves in the area between the rhoom and the palace gate. Soon after

the Prince of Pegahm had entered, the Prince of Tongho, the next in 'precedence,

appeared •, he was attended by a fuite nearly fimilar to that of his brother ; and in fuc-

collion came the Princes of Baffein and of Prome : the Engy Teekein, or heir apparent,

came laft ; when he arrived it was twelve o'clock, which the great drum that proclaims

the hours founded from a lofty tower near the palace. The ftate in which the latter

perfonagemade his public entrance was highly fuperb, and becoming his elevated ftation.

He was preceded by a numerous body guard of infantry, confiding of four or five hun-

dred men, armed with mufquets, who marched in regular files, and were uniformly

clothed and accoutred, Next came a party of Caflay troopers, habited in their fanciful

drefs, with high conical caps bending backwards. We were told that through

refpeft they had alighted from their horfes nearly at the fame place where we had dif-

niounted. Twenty or thirty men followed ^thefe, holding long gilded wands : then

came eighteen or twenty military officers of rank, with gilded helmets ; next, the civil

officers of his houfehold and his council, wearing the tzaloe, or chain of nobility, and

arrayed in" their robes and caps of ftate, varied according to their refpe^live ranks.

The Prince, borne on men's flioulders, in a very rich palanquin, but without any

canopy, followed ; he was fcreened from the fun by a large gilded fan, fupported by

a nobleman ; and on each fide of his palanquin walked fix Caflay aftrologers, of the

Braminical fed, drefled in white gowns and white caps ftudded with ftars of gold ; clofe

behind, his fervants carried his water flaggon, and a gold beetle-box, of a fize which

appeared to be no inconfiderable load for a man. Several elephants and led horfes with

rich houfings came after ; fome inferior officers, and a body of fpearmen, with three

companies of mufqueteers, one clothed in blue, another in green, and a third in red,

concluded the proceffion.

In every part of this oftentatious parade perfeft regularity was maintained, which con-

fidcrably increafed the effeft. All things feemed to have been carefully predifpofed

and properly arranged. If it was lefs fplendid than imperial Delhi in the days of Mofful

magnificence, it was far more decoro is than any court of Ilindoftan at the prefent day.

The rabble was not tumultuous, the attendants and foldicry were filent, and every man
feemed to know his own place. No noify heralds, as is the cuftom in India, ran before,

vociferating titles, and overturning people in their way. The difplay of this day was

fplemn and dignified, and I doubt much whether, in any other capital, fuch multi-

tudes could be brought togetb t with fo little confufion ; as, befides the attendants and

the military, there were many houfands of fpeftators.

Our delay in the rhoom had .w been protrafted to two hours, a circumftance which,

though it gratified our curiofity ith a moft novel and interefting fpeftacle, yet could

not be confidered as a mark of rei,-eft, efpecially as we had not the company of any

pcrfon of diftinguilhed rank, the junior Woondock excepted, who ftayed with us but

a verv Ihort time. The attendance of the Maywoon of Pegue was, according to the

ufage of the country, on this occafion our undoubted right; and the example of the

viceroy of Bamoo, who paid that compliment to the Chinefc deputies, placed the omif-

fion in a more itriking point of view, whilft the fingular character of the people put it

out of my power to attribute the negled to chance or to cafual inadvertency.

A tew minutes after the Engy Teekien, or Prince Royal had entered, we received

a funiiiions, in compliance with which we proceeded from the rhoom, obferviviQ^ the

fame order as before ; the prefents carried in front, and the members of the Cliinele

vnibairay following the Englifh deputation. As we proceeded, the Sandohgaan was

exceedingly
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exceedingly troublefome, by calling on us (o niiike frequent fupcrfluous oboifancos

wliillt his manner of requiring ihein was confpicuoiilly uncivil. 1 checked his infolence

by obfcrving, through Baba-tiheen, that if he wilhed me to proceed, he mull alter

his tone and demeanour. This reproof, however, had only a momentary ctfecl: ; he

foon refumed his arrogant behaviour, which ho repeated throughout the day whenever
opportunity ollered.

On approaching the gate, the greater part of our attendants were flopped, and not

permitted to follow us ; and we were defired to put oft' our Ihoes, with which we
immediately complied.

The area we now entered was fpacious, and contained the lotoo, or grand hall of

confultation and of audience, where the Woongees meet in council, and where affairs

of ftate are difcufi'ed and determined. Within this inclofurc there is an inner court,

feparated by a brick wall, which comprehends the palace, and all the buildings an-

nexed to the royal refidence. Within the gate a troop of tumblers were performing

their feats, while dancing girls were exhibiting their graces in the open air, and on

the bare ground, to the found of no very harmonious niuflc. "We were next ufhercd

up a flight of ftairs, into a very noble faloon, or open hall, called the lotoo, where

the court was aflbmbled in all the pomp that Dirnian grandeur could dilplay. On
entering this hall, a ftranger cannot fail to be furprift d at the magnificence of its

appearance : it is fupportcd by feventy-fevcn pillars, dilpofed in eleven rows, each

confifting of fevcn. 'Ihe fpace between the pillars 1 judged to be about twelve feef,

except the central row, which was probably two feet wider. The root of the building

is coinpofcd of diftinct (lages, the hightfl in the centre. The row of pillars that fup-

ported the middle, or moll lufty roof, we judged to be thirty-five or forty feet in

htight ; the others gradually diniinifli as they approach the extremities of the building,

and ihofe which fuftain the balcony arc not m<n-e than twelve or fourteen feet. At the

farther part of the hall there is a high gilded lattice, extending quite acrols the build-

iiig, and in the centre of the lattice it. a gilded door, which, when opened, difplays the

throne ; this door is elevated five or fix feet from the floor, fo that the throne muft

be afcended by means of fleps at the back, w hich are not vifible, nor is the feat of the

throne to be feen, except when the King comes in pcrfon to the lotoo. At the bot-

tom of the lailice there is a gilt baluflrade, three or four feet high, in which the um-
brellas, and feveral other infignia of flate, were depofited. The royal colour is white,

and the umbrellas wore made of filk.of that colour, richly befpangled with gold.

"Wiihiii this magnificent faluon were feated, on their inverted legs, all the Princes and

the principal nobility of the liirman empire, tach perlon in the place appropriated to

his particular rank and ilaiien : proximity to the throne is, of courfe, the inolt honour,

able fituation ; and this ffation was occupied by the Princes of the blood, the Woon-
gjts, tl'.e Aitawoons, and other great cflicers of flate. 'Ihe Fngy Teekien (or heir

apparent) fat on a fmall flool, about fix inches high ; the other Princes on fine niat%

'J he fpace between the central pillars that front the throne is always left vacant, for

this curious reafbn, that His Majefly's eyes may not be c^bliged to behold thofe whom
he does not mean to honour with a look. The place allotted for us was next to th!s

unoccupied part, but we afterwards uifcovered that the Cihinefe deputies had taken

pofleflion of thole feats which, according to the etiquette that had been agreed upon,

the Lnglifli gentlemen \i ere to have occupied. So trivial a circumflance would not

have merited attention, had it not been followed by circumflances which left no room

to fuppofe, that any aft relating to external forms was either accidental or unprcmedi-

tated on the part ol thofe who regulated the ceremonials.

After
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After we had taken poffeflion of mats that had been fpread for us, it wai civilly

intimated, that we ought not to protrude the foles of our feet towards the feat of

majelty, but fhould endeavour to fit in the pofture that was obferved by thofe around

us. With this defire we would readily have complied if it had been in our power,

but we had not yet learned to fit upon our own legs : the flexibility of mufcles which

the Birmans, and indeed all the natives uf India, poflefs, is fuch as cannot be acquired

by Europeans. A Birman, when he fits, feldom touches the feat with his pofleriors,

but is fupported by his heels. It is fcarcely pradicable for an European, drefled in

clofe garments, to place himfelf in fuch an attitude : and if he were able, it would be

out of his power to continue long in it. We inverted our legs as much as poflible, and
the awkwardnefs with which we did this excited a fmile from fome ; not a word, how-
ever, was uttered, and our endeavours, I thought, feemed to give fatisfaftion. In a

few minutes eight Bramins, drefled in white facerdotal gowns, and filk caps of the

fame colour, ftudded with gold, aflombled round the foot of the throne, within fhe

baluftrade, and recited a long prayer in not unpleafing recitative ; this ceremony lafted

a quarter of an hour. When they had withdrawn, the letter from the govemor-

g! icral which I delivered to a Woondock, was placed on a filver tray in front of the

railing, and a Sandohgaan, or reader, advanced into the vacant fpace, and made three

proftrations, touching the ground each time with his forehead : he then read, or rather

chaunted, in a loud voice, what I underftood was a Birman tranflation of the letter.

When this was done, the reader repeated his proftrations, and next proclaimed a lift

of the prefcnts for the King. Thefe feveral readings being riniflied, he repeated his

obeifances and retired : after an interval of a few minutes, an officer, entitled Nak-
haangee, advanced, and propofed a queftion to me, as if from His Majefty : on receiving

my anfwer he withdrew, as it might be fuppofed to communicate the reply, and re-

turned in an adequate time to alk another : thus he put three feparate queftions to me,
which wore as follows : " You come from a diftant country ; how long is it fince you
arrived ? How were the King, Queen, and Royal Family of England, when the laft

accounts came from thence ? Was England at peace or war with other nations ? and
was your country in a ftate of difturbance ?"

The latter queftion alone contained more than words of compliment and ceremonv,

and coming in fuch a folemn manner, required a clear and determinate anfwer on my
part. I replied in the Perfian language—' That Great Britain was at enmity with

Erance ; that the continent of Europe was the feat of war ; but that the kingdom of

England enjoyed perfeft tranquillity, which it was not probable would be difturbcd."

This interrogation feemed to indicate, that the Birmans had received impreffionsof our
fituation in Europe from no very favourable quarter ; and I had afterwards occafion to

know, tliat the unremitting and reftlefs induftry of French propagators had pervaded

even this remote region ; and that though, in fuch a country, they dare not avow
their equalizing principles, they left no art unpradifed, through the means of their

emiflaries, to infinuate doubts, excite fears, and create diftruft of the Englifh.

Thefe were all the queftions that were propofed ; neither the Chuiefe, nor any other

perfon, being interrogated. In a few minutes after my laft reply had been conveyed,

a very handfbnie defert was brought in and fet before us ; it confifted of a variety of

fweetnieats, as well China as Birman ; kupack, or pickled tea-leaf, and beetle, formed

part of the entertainment, which was forved up in filver, china, and glafs-ware : there

appeared to be not lefs than a hundred different fmali diflies : we tailed of a few, and

found fome of them very palatable ; but none of the courtiers partook, or moved from

their places. About half an hour had clapfed, when we were informed by the San-
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dohpaan that there was no nccafion for us to remain any longer. The non-appearance
of His Majcfty was a confidcrable difappointment, as I had been taught to expeft that

he would have received the governor-general's letter in perfon : it was not, however,
until fome time afterwards, that I was made acquainted with the true reafon of his

abfence

When we rofe to leave the Ixitoo, the Sandohgaan defired us to make three

obeifances to the throne, by a flight inclination of the body, and railing the right

hand to the head ; we were then rccondud il to the faloon, where we were informed
it was neccflary we fhould remain until the princes came forth from the palace, and
had got upon their elephants, as their etiquette did not allow any perfon, on fuch

occafions, to mount before the members of the royal family ; we accordingly took

our places in this hall as before : Ihortly afterwards the court broke up, with as much
form and parade as it had aflembled.

The ceremony of departure differed from that of entrance : the Engy Teekien came
out firfl, who went in laft ; next followed the other members of the royal family in

rotation, and after them came the Chobwaas, or petty tributary princes : thefe an per-

fonages who, before the Birmans had extended their conquelts over the vaft territory

they now poflefs, had held fmall independent fovereignties, which they were able to

maintain fo long as the balance of power continued doubtful between the Birmans,

Peguers, and Siamefe ; but the decided fuccefs that has attended the Birman arms
•fince the acceflion of the prefent family, having deprived them of their independence,

iheir countries are now reduced to fubordinate provinces of the Birman empire. As
many of their governors as confidence could be placed in, and who were willing to

take the oath of allegiance to their conquerors, were continued in the management of

their former poffeflions, and are obliged to make an annual vifit to the capital, to pay
homage in perfon at the golden feet. The moderation, as well as the policy of this

meafure, is faid to have fully anfwered the ends that were propofed.

As foon as the royal family had departed, we returned to the place where we had
left our elephants, and proceeded home ; with this difference, that the Chinefe depu-

ties, who had followed us to the palace, preceded us in our return ; a circumftance

which, in addition to feveral others, gave me caufe to attribute want of ingenuoufnefs

to thofe who had the management of the ceremonials. My claim of precedence had
been unconditionally ffipulated and admitted ; a precedence, which the certainty

that the Chinefe deputies conftituted only a provincial milfion of very inferior confidcr-

ation, gave me an undoubted title to demand.
With a people lefs attentive to punctHio, or lefs regardful of the privileges and external

indications of rank, I (hould certainly not have confidered it neceffary to controvert

matters of no intrinfic moment in themfelves, but which, when intended to produce
an effe«5t on the minds of thofe who can only judge from appearances, become, to a

perfon in a public capacity, of real importance. Kvt-ry occurrence of this day, and
every objed that prefented itfelf, evinced the previous care that had been beflovvcd on
the minutefl points of etiquette : the utmofl fplendour of the court had been difpiayed

on the occafion ; and I was credibly informed, that the non-appearance of His Majefty

was neither cultomary when a foreign miniiter from a fovercign (tate was introduced,

nor owing to any accidental prevention : but that it v/as a matter predetermined, in

order to afford 2 pretext for fpreading nbroad that the reprefentitive of the KiiglKh

nation had delivered his dilpatches, and ri'iidered tribute (for fo they dononiiiiated

the prefents), without being honoured by "in interview of their King. Thefe
apparent iiidications of arrogance, which were not diminifhcd by tlie unworthy

artifice,
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artifice, of making mc believe that His Majefty was to have received in perfon the

letter from the governor general, as coming from a lovertign and an equal powtr,
gave me reafonable ground;? to be diiratisfied with the manner in whicli the ceremonials

had been conducted, and made mc fufpedt the real light in which it was the wifli of

the court that I fhould be confidered. As nothing degrading to my public character,

however, had yet been avowed, I refrained from any formal declaration of my
fentimen . ^ill fubfequent circumftances confirmed my conjedurcs, and rendered an
explanation unavoidable.

We did not arrive at our dwelling in the grove till pad three o'clock. In our way
home the fpedators were few, in comparilbn with the numbers collcihed to gaze at ua
when we went. The day had been opprcilively hot j we were neviTthelefs highly gra-

tified by the fcene we had beheld, which was uncommonly fplendid, and in every

refpedt fuitcd to the dignity of an imperial court. The evening, however, proved cool j

and refrefliing breezes recompenfed us for the fultrincfs ot ihe day, the traufaclions

of which I'upplied an interefting topic of convcri'ation until the hour of repofe.

(^i

CHAP. XIV. Prefents expcdcd by the principal Cfpccrs:— of trivial Value

:

— Matter

of Form.— Vifit the Engy Teekien.— Conditd of the Public Officers more refpedful.—
Splendour of the Court.—Kngy Teekien.— Ceremony at departing.—Chobwas, or tri-

butary Princes.-— Meedaiv Praw,—a Princefs of high Dignity

:

—her Court—vene-

rable Perfon: Curioftty :— Politencfs.—Viftt to the Princes of Promc;—of Bajften ;—
of Tongho ;

— and of Pegahm.— Reception at their rcfpeHive Courts,—View the Pie-

digaut Tick, or Royal Library.— Noifes renewed by the Chinefe.—Effects ofDefpotifm,—Pride of ihe Minivers.— Infurmountable Difficulty in a point of Etiquette.— Polite-

nefs of the Governor of Bamoo.— Vifit to the Seredaw Poundagcc Praw^ or Arch
Pricjl.— Magnificent Kioum.— Numerous religious Buildings.—Knebang Kioum.—
a beautiful Building,— to what Purpofe applied.—A Kioum ofextraordinary Splendour.

— Vifit the Arracan Gaudma ;— enthuJiajUc Adoration of the Multitude.— Chounda^

er Place of Accommodation for Strangers.— Partake of Refrejhment.—Return,—
Defcription of the Port ofUmmerapoora,

THE next morning, Auguft 31ft, the Shawbunder of Rangoon, and Baba-Sheen,

waited on us with information, that as our formal introduction was now paft, I might

command elephants and horfes to go wherefoever I pleafed ; and that they had received

an order to attend and to ftiew me whatever was mod worthy the notice of a llranger.

They intimated alfo, that the Engy Teekien, or heir apparent, was to hold a court

on the following day for the purpofe of our introduction, and that our attendance

would be expeded about the hour of noon. Thefe inftruttions they had received

from the Maywoon of Pegue ; to whom I wrote in reply, that as the (tipulated

formalities, which had been agreed to by all parties, had been infringe 1 on the pre-

ceding day, it became necefl'ary, before I could accept of the Prince's invitation, to

receive a pofitive afTurancc that they would be bc-tter obferved on this occafion.

1 likcwife reprefented the conduct: of the Sandhougaan as obvionlly difrefpectful, and

hoped that he would not ho allowed to olficiate again ()i\ our introdudion ; but, above

all, 1 defired to be explicitly informed, whether or not the Engy Teekien purpofed

to appear hi perfon, without which I could not pollibly think of attending his

court.

To this letter I received a civil reply in the Perfian language, afTuring me that fome

part of what to me feemed objtdiouable, originated in miltake ; that the Sandohgaan

-J X 3 Ihould
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flioiild be confined for his improper condiid ; and that the Prince intended to

receive me in perfon : thclb ali'iirauccs, coining I'roin fuch a tiiiartcr, were perfodly
falisCaftory.

Since my arrival I had been apprized of a circumflance, of which I was before

unaware, that it was culloinary for a perfon in a public capacity to prcfent lomething
of the maniifadiirc of his country, or feme rarity, to each member of the royal

fill lily to whom he is intrcdiiced ; it was likewifc ufual, though not inilirpenfably

nc-celiary, to pay the fame compliment to the chief minillers and the principal

oflicers of the court. This prcient, being no more than a piece or two of inuflin,

or filk, was too trilliii'; to be regarded by the individuals lur its value : it was, never,

thekfs, expeded, and the omillioii would be confidcrcd a.- uuhaiid.oine : in adilition,

therefore, to the things that I had brought with me, I {^ave dir^tbokiH to purchafe

fuch articles, of European and Indian manufafture, as were molt clteemcd, ;uid could
be procured ; thefe 1 allotted ?grceably to the inftrudions of Baba-Sheen and tlu Shaw.
bunder, who were fo good as to acquaint me with the cflablifhed forms, and the propor-
tion to be prefentcd to each perfon.

At nine o'clock on the hrft of September we crofled the river, nearly with the

fame attendance as on the former day. In confcquence of an application I had
made to the Maywoon of Pegue, elephants were now provided for Mr. Wood and
Dr. Buchanan. This was a circumflance which neither the gentlemen theinfelvcs

nor 1 Ihould have deemed of fuilicient importance to deferve any attention, had not
the junior members of the Chinefe embafl'y been fupplied with them ; but as thefe

people paid fuch (Irirt attention to the minuted article exprefllvu of relative rank, I did

not think it right that the gentlemen with me fhould be confidered in a degree inferior

to the fiibordinate members of a provincial delegation, of which, an acquiefcenc^^ in a

lefs dignilied mode of conveyance than the Chinefe were allowed, would, on my part,

have been a tacit adiniflion.

We proceeded through the city by the route we purfued before, with the prefents

carried in front, and obferving the fame order of proceflion. Many of the houfcs

were decorated with flower-pots and garlands, but the fpedators were by no means
fo numerous as when we made our firfl entrance. We difmounted at the top of a

llreet within a few hundred yards of the furrounding wall of the Prince's palace,

where flages had been erected for our convenience ; from thence we were conduclecl

to tlie rhoom, which was fituated a little to the right hand of the principal gate

;

there was another building of a fimilar kind oppofite to us, which we were informed

was ufcd only for trials, and the tranfadion of public bufinefs ; but the one that

we occupied, was appropriated to ceremony and ftate. In the formalities of this day,

a much more refpedful demeanour was preferved towards us, than on the former

occafion, and we fat in the rhooiu with better company. 'I'wo Woondocks, the

mafleV of the elephants, and fome other officers bearing emblems of rank, attended

us ; another Sandohgaan alfo officiated in the ceremonials, and behaved very dilFerently

from the perfon whole manners had been fo otfenlVve, and whom I did not obferve

at court on this day. This condud fully compenlated for the former incivility,

though perhaps the Sandohgaan did not receive any fevere reprehenfion for what lie

had done.

I'he King of the Birmans, who feems to have a parental fondnefs for all his

children is faid to be particularly attached to the Engy Teekien, or eldeft Prince ; and

with a liberal policy has granted him a fhape of the government almofl equal to what

he hiuJelf excrcifes. The dtablifhmem of the heir apparent is becoming his high

9 (tation
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ftatton and future expeftatlons ; and his Woon, or chief minlftcr, (lands among the

forcmoft of the IJirinaix nobles in reputation for wifdom and integrity.

There was little in the etiquette of this day difterent from that of the vifit to His

Majeily : wc waited in the rhoom until all the younger Princes had arrived, which

they did, as before, in rotation, beginning with the junior. The members of the

royal family went within the gate, before they alighted from their rU-phants and
palanquins ; but the minifters and the nobility difmountod on the outfide, and pro-

ceeded on foot. After each perfon had entered, the gate was immediately doled, and
opened as foon as another vifitant prefented himfelf. When we advanced |to the gate,

we expefted it would have inftantly been thrown open to admit us ; a delay,

however, occurred, which at firfl I was inclined to attribute to Ibme accidental cir-

cumftance : but after I had waited fome minutes under a burning fun, finding that

there was an unneceflary and apparently a ftudied protradion, I turned round and
walked towards the rhoom ; on this the door was immediately opened, and the

interioj' court, on the right hand of the gate, as we entered, difplaycd feveral men
dancing in mafqucrade, and on the left was a band of muficians, and a fet of dancing

girls without mafks. A little farther on were two handfome houfes ; one of mafonry,

with doors and windows clofely refembling Gothic ftrufture, flat roofed, and of a

peculiar but far from inelegant conftruftion ; the other was of wood. We were
condufted to the latter, and afcended into a capacious faloon, open on three fides.

Here we found the court aflembled, nearly in the fame manner as at the lotoo. The
hall confided of fix rows of pillars, feven in each row ; but there was neither gilding

nor paint beftowed upon them, fuch ornaments being ftridtly confined to the fovereiga

and the priefthood. The naked pillars gave r very rude appearance to the apart-

ment, which was difadvantageoufly contraitod with the brilliant drefles of the cour-

tiers. We occupied the fame relative pofition to the reft of the aifembly as at the

lotoo, with this diflerence, that the gentlemen of the Englifh miflion had the place

affigned to them, which the Chinefe deputies, either through mlftake, or defign,

poffeffed on the former day. At one end of the falooi,, againft a wainfcot, ftood the

Prince's fofa of ftate, covered with embroidered cloth, and on each fide were ranged

feveral utenfils of gold of a very large fize ; fuch as his beetle-box, cup, fpitting-pot,

and watcr-flaggon : above the fofa there was a window in tho wainfcot, fix or eight

feet from the ground, with fc^lding fliutters, that were clofed whim we entered the

hall. Soon after we had taken our feats, four Bramins drefled in white facerdotal

garments, chanted a prayer that lafted a quarter of an' hour ; their devotions being

finiflied, the window before mentioned fuddenly opened, and difcovered the Engy
Teekien feated behind it. The courtiers immediately bent their bodies, and fat in a

crouching attitude, with their hands joined : the Englifh gentlemen joined their hands

like the reft of the company. The Prince feemcd to be about twenty-eight or thirty

years of age, of an open countenance, and rather inclined to corpulency ; but of his

perfon we could not judge, as his head and (houlders only were vifible. His habit,

as much as could be feen of it, (hone with gold, and he wore on hi? head a pyraini-

dical cap, that gliftened exceedingly, but of its real richnefs we could not form any

ellimate, being at too great a diftancc. A lift of the prefents were then recited in a

loud voice by a reader kneeling in front of the fofa ; after which total filence prevailed

throughout the aifembly : not a word was fpoken by the Prince ; he noticed no one,

but fat ered and motionlefs, without appearing to look either to the right or the

left. About a quarter of an hour clapfed in this dumb interview, when on a

fudden.

•tv
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fudilen, by fome agency invifible to us, the window-fliuttcrs were clofcd, and we faw
liiin no more.

A very handfomc dcflTort was then fervcd up on diihes fprcad on gilded trays. We
taftod ot feveral things, and, when the repaft was ended, returned to the rlioom, in

which we remained until the royal family palFed by. As much form was obferved

this day, as when the court aflembled at the lot(M) ; and the demonfl rations of refpetl

manifclled towards the Kngy 'I'cekien, as well by his brothers as by inferior fubjeQs,

fell little (liort of what is ottered to the fovereign himfelf, a circumftance that flrikingly

evinces the wifdom and policy of the government. The chobwas, or petty IVinces,

who followed the royal family was this day very numerous: we were told, that there

were altogether fifty-fix chobwas dependent on the Birman ftate ; if this be true, their

territories nuill be very inconfiderable. On the prcfent occafion the governor of

of Bamoo walkeil amongfl them in proceflion, from which we concluded that he was

a temporary regent ; a flation to which the King occafionally appoints Birman oflicers,

wlien the hereditary Prince of the country happens to be a minor, or incapable of the

aun:intUration of public affairs.

The mother of the principal Queen, named Medaw Praw, has already been

mentioned as a Princefs of high dignity, venerable for her years, and illuflrious

from the affinity that (he bears to the royal family ; her fi'ler had been the wife of

the famous Alompra, the dehverer of his country ; and. her daughter being efpoufed

to the reigning monarch, (he (lands in the double relation of aunt and mother-in-law

to the King. I had been appri/A'd that a viiit to this lady would be an acceptable

mark of relpcft to His Majelly ; and as the rank (he bore gave her precedence over

all the fons of the King except the heir apparent, it was proper that I (hould wait

upon her before I paid my refpefts to the junior Princes. I gladly embraced the

opportunity which this ofter gave me, to attend the drawing-room of an Afiatic

Prmcefs, and promifed myfeU much grati(ication from a fight lb uncommon among
the jealous nations of the caft. When the ceremony at the palace of the Kngy
Teekien had ended, it was not more than two o'clock, and there was yet fufficicnt

time to wait upon the Medaw Praw, who, we were informed, had made preparations

to receive us. Mounting our elephants, we went in form to attend her, and found

her polTeflcd of a very handfome manfion in the neighbourhood of the imperial

palace ; it was iituated m the centre of a court, furrounded by a palifade, at the gate

of which there was a ftage ereded for our convenience in alighting. We entered

the enclofure without any of the parade obferved in our former vifits : at the bottom of

the ftairs we put oB our (hoes, and alcendcd into a handfome hall, fupported by

feveral lofty pillars ; at the farther end a portion of the floor was elevated fix or eight

inches, and feparated by a neat balultrade from the red of the room ; within this fpace,

under a white canopy, was placed a large cuOiion of blue velvet fringed with gold,

on a carpet covered with muflin. There was a numerous alTemblage of both fexes,

but panicularly women, fitting round the baluftrade. As foon as we entered, a

fpace was immediately vacated for us to occupy, in front of the door and oppofite to

the cu(hion. After we had been feated a few minutes, the old lady came forth from

an inner apartment, and walked (lowly towards the elevated feat, fupported by two
female fer\ants, whilll another held up her train ; her long white hair hung loofe

upon her (houlders, but (he wore neither covering nor ornament upon her head. Her
drels, which was extrentely fine, without being gaudy, became her advanced years

and high dignity ; it coulJled of a long robe of white muflin, and over her (houlders

was
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vi»s thrown a fafli of gauze, embroidered with fprigs of gold. She advanced to where

the cushion was phiced, and look her feat on the carpet, fupporting her head on her

iirin that reded on the pillow, whiUl the two female attendants, neatly dreflVd,

kneeling, one on 'each (ide fanned her with long gilded fans. Kvery pcrlon leenied

to pay her profound refuei^t, and when (he enterecl, both men and women bent their

bodies in the attitude of fubniiilion. 1 had brought, as a token of my veneration, a

Itring of pearl and fome fine tnuflin. The Sandohgaan announced the olftring, and
^numerated the articles with a loud voice, entreating, in my name, her gracious

acceptance of them. She looked at the Knjflifli gentlemen with earnellnefs. but

It-emed entirely to difregard the C'.hinefe, although their drels was much more fhowy
than ours: her manner was on this occafion extremely complaifant, and (he afked

Jc'vcral qucftions, fuch as, what were our names ? how we were in htalth f what
were our ages ? On being informed, Ihe obligingly faid (he would pray that we
might attain as great a longevity as herlilf ; adding, that fhe had reachid her leventy-

fecond year. 1 did not perceive, amoiigft the numerous company that attended, any
of the junior Princes, or of the pnncipal minifters, although there were (everal

perlbnages of diflindion. After (he had retired, a very handfomc dellert was ferved

up : the fruit and prefervcs were delicious : whatever China could yield was united

with the produce or their own country. Having tafled of various difhes, we withdrew
without any ceremony ; and as none of the royal family were prefent, there was
no neceflity to delay our departure: we accordingly returned home, a good
deal opprefl'ed by the heat of the weather, and wearied by the repetition of tedious

formalities.

On the two following days we vifited the Princes of Prome, of Baflien, of Tongho,
and of Pegahm, titles taken from the provinces over which they refpedively prefide.

Thefe brothers are not all by the fame mother ; the Prince of Prome alone being

full brother to the F.ngy Teekien, or heir apparent. In the courfe of our vifnn we
had a belter opportunity than before of viewing the flreets and buildings, the former

of which were invariably laid out in (trait lines, eroding each other at right angles.

The houfes in generid differed little from tlK^ie of Rangoon ; they were all covered

with tiles, and on the ridge of the roofs was . long range of earthen pots, filled with

w;'.' , in rtadinefs to be broken in cafe ol tire : the few houfes of brick and mortar

utJich we faw were faid to belong to the members of the royal family. Rows of trees

were planted in feveral (Ireets, five or fix feet in front of the houfes, forming a (hady

«4tlk for foot paflengers. As the younger Princes do not utVume the ftate of royalty,

0fur reception was much more gay and lefs ceremonious at their palaces, than at that

of the Kngy Teekien. At thi' palace of the Prince of Prome, or, as he is termed,

the Pee Teekien, the preparations made for our entertaimnent were extremely

fplendid. When the gate of the inclofure was thrown open to admit us, we were
lurpriled with a view of a lane of elephants oit one fide, and oi horfes on the other

;

there were fifteen of the former, fome of which furpallcd in fize and beauty any I

h;»d ever feen : the horfes wci more numerous, and feveral of them very richly

caparifuned. Palling through tliefc, we came to an open fpace, where rope-dancers

and tumblers were perforitiing i i the open air. \Vc ftopped to look at them, but

oblcrved nothing reniarkal)le in their feats ; they were much inferior in agility to the

tumblers of Southern India. One man, however, lurpriled us a good deal, by applying

the point of a (pear to his (houlder and relting the other end againft a pillar, thus

pufliing on it, apparently with great force, until he beat and broke a thick Ihaft j

1
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this L? effe£led without piercing his own (kin, which, though the fpear was not very

fharp, mufl have been wonderfully firm to have refifted fuch evident violence.

Wliile we were viewing the fports, a meflage was brought from the Prince, to

acquaint us that thefe people had been procured for our amufement, and that after we
had fatiafied our curiofity he would be glad to fee us. We immediately proceeded to

the hall of reception, wluch was a handfome wooden building, but not lb large as that

of the elder brother. At the upper end there was a fota, curioufly gilded, and deco.

i-ated with pieces of mirror, difpofed in fuch a manner as to produce a pleafing effedl.

None of the royal family were prefent, and we did not obferve ahy of the Woongees or
Attawoons. A few minutes after we had taken our feats the Prince entered, fplen-

didly drefled ; he proceeded to his fofa ^.ith much folemiiity, and fpoke only a few
words. We were, as ufual, entertained with a handfome deflert, of which the Prince

himfdf folicited us to eat. As foon as he whhdrew, our attention was called to a feletl:

company of figure-dancers, who had commenced their performance in the virando, or

balcony of the hall. This band of females did not at all difcredit the feftival of a

Prince ; three of the number were beautiful, and moved with graceful cafe, in perfeft

harmony to the niufic : their outer drefs was a flowing robe, made of tranfparent

gauze, delicately embroidered with flowers of gold and filver, and a profufion of gold

chains encircled their necks and arms. We remained a quarter of an hour beholding

this elegant fpeflacle, and then returned to the place where our elephants were waiting.

The Prince of Prome is in perfon rather above the middle fize ; his age does not exceed

twenty-feven or twenty-eight years ; and, like his elder brother, his appearance pro-

mifes future corpulency : his countenance is naturally cheerful and pleafing, which,

we were told, was the true index of his mind : he bears an excellent charafter, and is

iaid to be much eftecmed in the province over which he immediately prefides.

Our next vifit was to the Prince of Tongho, by whom we were received with every

mark of attention. His dwelling was much inferior to thofe of his elder brothers, and

the attendance was comparatively fmall ; there were, however, a number of ftate ele-

phants paraded in the court-yard, and we pafled through a line of mufqueteers, drawn

up in fingle files on each fide. This military array had a very fingular app€^rance

;

hardly any two w-ere drefled alike, and fonie of them were with'^ut any other clothing,

than a fillet that encircled their head, and a cloth rolled round their waifl: : through

refped, they were all feated on their heels, fome with their firelocks fliouldered, and

others with the butts refting oft the ground. Here alfo we found tumblers, muficians,

and dancers ; and there were two carriages in waiting, handfomely gilded, with a pair

of horfes hanieflfed to each ; thefe vehicles were of a light conftruftion, on four

wheels, open at the fides, and covered with a convex canopy. The Prince fat on a

plded chair ; he was a flender man, and appeared to be older than the Prince of

Prome, whom he is faid not to refemble in any particular. The power which this

Prince poflTefles muft be confiderable, as his government, formerly the independent

kingdom of Tongho, is rich, extenfive, and populous ; and the fort of Tongho is, at

the prefent day, deemed the ftrongefl in the empire. Perfons of rank, wp obferved,

were here permitted to introduce their beetle-boxes and fpitting-pots, which was not the

cafe at any of the other courts. Our vifit being concluded, we returned home. The

heat, during the early part of this day, had been very intenfe ; but a refrefliing fhower

towards evening cooled the air, and rendered the night pleafant. We were not fur-

prifed, when we came back, to learn that the fenior of the Chinefe embafly had died

during our abfence, as he had been fo ill in the morning that his colleagues declined

taking a (hare la the ceremonials of the day.

There
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On the following day, at the cuftomary hour, we crofled the lake, and proceeded

with the fame attendants as before to the houfe of the Prince of Baflien. His dweUmjj^

was very handfome, and *he pillars of his hall, which the law prohibits hira either to

gild or paint, were covered with flowered fatin. Many men of rank graced the

affembly, and fome who wore high military infignia j but none of the royal family^

or the principal minifters were prefent. The Prince feemed a very awkward, bafliful

youth, about feventeen years of age. The fituation of his government, which extends

along the fea coaft as far south as Cape Negrais, gives him the power either to obftruft

rr alTifl, in a material degree, the merchants who trade to BaiHen; and fhips being

fometimes obliged to, take flielter in the Negrais river, during the adverfe monfoon,
his people nave frequent opportunities of affording aid to the diflreffed. After fitting

fome minutes, and finding he was not inclined to begin a difcourfe, I broke through

the general filence, by addrefiing him in a complimentary manner, expreffing acknow-
ledgment of the kindnefs which had been extended by the officers of his government to

Britiih merchants and mariners, as well as my reliance on his future influence in their

favour. I fpoke in the language of Hindoftan, and each fentence was tranflated by
Baba-Sheen. The Prince was embarrafled ; he twice attempted to reply, but had not

the power ; two of his courtiers crept towards him, and, in a proftrate attitude near

the toot of his feat, fuggefted what they conceived he ought to fay : their aid, how-
ever, was incfTeftual ; his Highnefs could not utter a conneded fentence. At length

his Woon, or chief minifter, relieved him, by making an appofite reply in his name.
Our entertainment was nearly the fame as at the houfes of the other princes. From
hence we went to the palace of the junior prince, entitled Pegahm.Teek'enj a tite

derived from the ancient city of that name, which is the feat of his government. He
feemed livelier than his brother whom we had jufl: left, and his Woon was a very vene-

rable perfonage. On this occafion, the repau dift*ered in one particular from any we
had yet received , a roail fowl was introduced, no doubt in compliment to us ; and
as their religion does not forbid them to eat meat, but only prohibits the flaughter of

animals for the purpofes of food, there was no crime in the ad of ferving it up to us,

or partaking or it themfelves : the only queftion was, how the bird came to be
deprived of life ? to which, no doubt, an exculpatory jyifwer could have been given.

This, however, was a matter which it did not become us to difculs ; it was certainly a

handfome and liberal teftimony of their defire to provide what they thought would
be agreeable to their guefls.

In addition to the band of dancing girls that performed here for our amufement,

there were two comedians, who recited paflages, and exhibited various diftortions

of countenance ; but they were far inferior to the inimitable performer we had feen at

Pegue.

Having finiflicd our introduftory vifits to the difierent members of the roj'al family,

we had now leifure to gratify curiofity, by viewing whatever the capital contained

that was moft deferving the notice of ftrangers. The day not being fai* advanced, we
walked from the palace of the Prince of Pegahm, to fee the PicJigaut Tiek, or royal

library : it is fituated at the north-weft angle of the fort, iu the centre of a court:

paved with broad flags, and clofe to a very handfome kioum, "or monaftery. Before

we entered the library we afcended the kioum, and found the infide correfpond

with the external appearance : the building was fpacious and richly gilded ; the

pillars, the ceiling, and the pannels were entirely covered with gold leaf ; and the

image of Gaudma flione with brilliant luftre. A baluftrade of wood, minutely and
beautifully carved, proteded the image from intruders. On the pannels of the wails

vol.. IX, 3 Y wcro
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wen reprefented fibres of inferior agents of the divinity, and of prollrate Rhahaans
in the z€t of devotion : thefe were all ihaped in fret-work in the wood, and were of

no contemptible workmanfhip : a well wrought foliage of the fame bordered the

pannels. The image of Gaudma, in this kioum, was large, and made of marble

;

it wasfcated on a broad pedeftal, entirely gilded ; in front of which, within the baludrade,

flood a handfome girandole of cut glafs, of European manufacture : near the image waH
a gilded couch, which, we were mformed, was the cufloniary bed of the principal

Rhahaan, or head of all the Birman prieflhood, when he chofe to paTs the night in the

fort, which rarely happened. It was fplendidly gilt ; the bottom, however, was only a

bare board: pillows were not wanting; for there were two, but they were made of wood.

A mat fpread on the floor is the highefl luxury of repofe in which the Rhahaans indulge.

From the kioum we proceeded to vifit the adjacent library ; it is a large brick

building, raifed on a terrace, and covered by a roof of very compound ftru£ture.

It confifls of one fquare room, with an inclofed virando, or gallery, furrounding

it : this room was locked, and as we had not brought a fpecial order for feeing it,

the perfon who had the care of the library faid that he was not at liberty to open

the doors, but afTured us that there was nothing in the infide different from what

we might fee in the virando, where a number of large chefls, curioufly ornamented

with gilding and japan, were ranged in regular order, againft the wall. I counted

fifty, but there were many more, probably not lefs than a hundred. The books

were regularly clafTed, and the contents of each cheft were written in gold letters on
the lid. The librarian opened two, and fhewed me feme very beautuul writing on
thin leaves of ivory, the margins of which were ornamented with flowers of gold,

ne&tly executed. I faw aifo fome books written in the ancient Palli, the rel»f:Vus

text. Every thing feemed to be arranged with perfedt regularity, and I was ini'cf - <

that there were books upon divers fubjefts ; more on divinity than on any < h. r,

but hiftory, mufic, medicine, painting and romance, had their feparate treatifes. i he

Tolumes were difpofed under diflinCt heads, regularly numbered ; and if all the other

cheRs were as well filled as thofe that were fubmitted to our infpe&ion, it is not impro-

bable, that His Birman Majefly may pofTefs a more numerous library than any potentate

from the banks of the Danube to the borders of China.

It was late when we returned home, and our repofe vras difturbed by a renewal

of the noifes which the Chinefe were accuflomed to make ; they founded all night

on loud gongs, the funeral knell of the departed embafTador, uttering at intervals

horrible cries and lamentations. One of the mourners imitated with his voice the

howling of a dog fo naturally that all the curs belonging- to the boat people, and the

CafTay nuts m our neighbourhood, joined in the chorus. Our proximity to thefe per*

fonages proved to us a fource of great molefbition.

About this time a ludicrous circiimftance happened, which only deferves notice

as it tends to illuftrate the character of the people, and fliews to what an abjefl

flate defpotic tyranny can debafe the human mind. The Engy Teekien, or Prince

royal, took a pleafure in collecting foreign beafls : among others he had procured

male goats from almoft every country of the eaft. A flock ot thefe,

confifting of more than thirty, were fent to feed on the borders of the lake,

near our dwelling : we happened to have three or four fhe-goats, that had been

brought from Bengal for the fake of their milk. Allured by the bleat of the females,

the whole flock of males one nignt broke through the paling, and made a forcible

irruption into our court : the fuddennefs of the attack, at fuch an hour, furprifed

«• not a littJe ; I got up, and ordered the Birman guards that were pofled at the

7 . ga'ts,
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gates, to drive them awav, which they attempted to do by fliouting at them, but without

any effeft, as the animals, feme of which were very large, had now become furious,

and after tighting with each other, began to ru(h through our houfes. I then defired

the Birmans to make ufe of flicks ; but this they pofitively refufed, faying that the

goats were *• praws," or lords, meaning that they were ennobled by belonging to

the Prince, and that no perfon dared, on any account, oiFer injury to them : having

no other alternative, we armed our fervants and the foldiers with large bamboos,
who fubdued thefe troublefome invaders, though not without much difficulty, and

fome riik, whillt the Birmans lifted up their hands and eyes in aftunifliment at our
temerity : the praws, however, were feverely beaten. Having at length got rid of them,

I returned to reft, and heard no more of the matter.

The intenfe heat of the three days fpent in the formalities of vifiting the Princes,

made me poftpone any further ceremonials until the 6th of the month (September),

which day was appointed to pay our refpefts to the Seredaw Poundagee Praw,

or the arch prieft of the Birman empire : in the intermediate time a difference ot-

opinion arofe in regard to the etiquette of compliments, in which I did not think

myfelf at liberty to depart from what I confidered an attention due to my public

character.

The grand ruling council of the Birman nation has already been defcribed as con-

fifting of four chief members, entitled Woongees, and four junior members, called

Woondocks, between whom there is a wide difparity of rank. The place of third

Woongee was vacant, and the junior bears very (mall comparative importance with the

two feniors, who, in feft, govern the empire. Thefe perfqnages, whofe power is fo

great, poflefs a correfponding degree of pride ; the governors of provinces are in their

eiteem men of little confequence, and are often treated by thefe mmifters with exceffive

arrogance, which is not folely confined to thofe whofe fituation and expectations place

them in a flate of dependence, but is indifcriminately extended to all ; nor could I hope
to be exempted from receivmg a (hare in common with others. I was informed, that

after paying my refpefts to the Royal Family and the Seredaw, it was expected that I
ihould wait on the two fenior Woongees, and offer them in perfon the cuflomary pre;-

fents. I obferved in anfwer, that I had no objedion to paying thefe miniflers a mark
of attention by the trifling prefent which ufage had eflablifhed ; but to wait on them at

their houfes, unlefs I received an affurance that my vifit would be returned, was a cere-

mony I begged leave to decline. This intimation I imagine was rather a difappointmeut

to them, as much pains were taken to induce me to alter my refolution. 1 however
refufed to concede, but I offered to meet them at the houfe or the Maywoon of Pegue,

a propofal from which they diffented, remarking, that to vifit me would be more eligible

than to go to the Maywoon's houfe. I replied, that our formalities were not lefs ftridt

than theuK, and that I could no more relinquifh my claim to the refped due to my
public (lation, than they could defcend from their elevation ; and I faw no remedy
unlefs they themfelves chofe to apply that which was in their own power, and which

they mufl be fenfible I had a right to require. Finding that I was not inclined to yield,

they requefted., if I could not vifit them in perfon, that I would allow the other gentle-

men to pay them the compliment ; a dcfire to which I readily acceded, as well from a

wifh to open a channel of communication, as to manifeft on my part a conciliatory dif-

pofition. Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan obligingly made no objefUon ; I therefore

anfwered that the gentlemen would wait on them, and expreffed my regret that I was
deprived of the fame pleafure.

3 Y 2 During
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During this interval of reft the Governor of Bamoo frequently favoured me xnth &
vifit, his bufinefs bringing him almoft daily to the refidence of the Chinefe. By his

defire I fent them comphm2nts of condolence, with a piece of cosrfe white muflin,

which it ieems'is the etiquette on fuch occafions. On one of thefe days the B-n.oo

Governor brought with him the chart of his journey to Pekin, as he had formerly pro,

r'ifed ; it was delineated in a curious manner on a fort of black paper commonly ufed

by the Birnians, on which they write with a pencil made of fteatite, or foap-ftone.

'1 he places were diftinftly marked ; but not having any fcale, the meafurement was
extremely confufed, and fo difproportionate that it was impofiible to judge of didance*

with any degree of precifion. We could, however, trace his progrefs through the

Chinefe dominions in the Jefuits' map that is prefixed to Du Halde's account of China*

On the day appointed for o\ir viiit to the Seredaw, we took boat at feven in the

morning, and, attended by our ufual retinue, croflTed the lake ; one of the furviving

Chinefe alfo accompanied us. Baba-Sheen, the Shawbunder of Rangoon, and fome

Birman officers, met us on the oppofite bank, where our elephants were waiting. When
we approached the caufeway or bridge, inftead of crofling it we Curned to the left and

proceeded clofe to the ditch, parallel with the weft face of the fort, till we came to the

orth-weft angle. At this place the river approaclies fo near to the walls as to render a

continuation of theditch imprafticable; we then went along the north fide, paflsng on our

left a handfome kioum crowned with a gilded piafath, or fpire, which we were told had

been erected by Meedaw Praw, the venerahle ladv whom we had vifited. On arriving

at the north-eaft corner, we obferved at fome diftance on the plain another religious

edifice of diftinguifhed fplenaor, dignified by the title of Kioumdogee, or royai

convent, where, we were infv)rmed, the Seredaw or chief prieft intended fo receive

us, and not at his ufual refic ence, which was at a kioum about two miles farther.

The articles I defigned to preient to him having been fent forward to his cuftomary

abode, we were obliged to wait in an adjoining houfe until they could be brought back.

Being prepared, we were concJufted into a fpacious court furrounded by a high brick

wall, in the centre of which ftood the kioum, an edifice not lefs extraordinary from

the dyle of its archite-fture, than magnificent from its ornaments, and from the gold

that was profufely bcftowed or. every pat. It was compofed entirely of wood, and the

roofs, rifmg one above anothe r in five diftinft Itories, diminiflied in fize as they ad-

vanced in height, erxh roof behig furrounded by a cornice curiouily carved and richly

rilded. The body of the building, elevated twelve feet from the ground, was fup-

ported on large timbers driven into the earth after the manner of piles, of which there

were pvobably one hundred anc". fifty to fuftain the immenfe weight of the fuperftruc-

ture. On afcending the ftairs we were not lefs pleafed than furprifed at the fplendid

appearance which theinfide difplayed; agilded baluftrade, far.tafticallycarved into various

(hapes and figures, encompafi'ed the outfide of the platform. Within this there was a

wide gallery that comprehended the entire circuit of the building, in which many devo-

lees were uretched prollrate on the floor. An inner railing opened into a noble hall,

fuppcrted by colonnades of lol oillars ; the centre row was at lead fifty feet high,

and gilded from the fummit to within four feet of the bafe, which was lackered red.

In the middle of the hall there was a gilded partition of open latticed work, fiftt n or

twenty feet high, which divided it into two parts, from north to fouth. The fpacc

between the pillars varied from twelve to fixtton feet, und the number, including thofe

that lupportcd the galleries, appeared to be not fewer than one hundred, which, as they

apprOfkcbcd the extrcoiities, diminiihcd in height j the outenuoft row not exceeding

fifteen
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fifteen feet« The bottom of thefc was cafed wit!) fhcet lead, as a deiciice againfl: the

weather. A marble image of Gaudma, gilded, and fitting on a golden throne, was
placed in the centre oF the partition ; and in front of the idol, leaning againfl one of

the pillars, we beheld the Seredaw fitting on a fatin carpet. He was encompaffed by a

circle of Rhahaans, from whom he could be no other ways dilUnguiflicd, than by his

preferving an ereft pofition ; whilft the others bent their bodies in an attitude of

refpeft, with their hands joined in a fupplicaiing manner. On entering the hall, the

Birmans and the Chinefe who accompanied us prollrated themfelves before the figure

of Gaudma, after which they kneeled down and made their reverence to the Seredaw,

touching the ground with their foreheads, whilft we took our feats on fine mats, that

were fpread at a little diftance from him. He received us with much politeuefs, and in

his looks and demeanour affefted more livelinefs and complaifance than any of the

fraternity I had hitherto feen. His appearance denoted him to bo about forty years of

age ; not meagre and auftere as they generally are, but fat and jocular. I prefenied

to him my offering, which confifled of a piece of yellow cloth, the facerdotal cciouf ;

feme fandai wood, and a fev/ wax candles covered with gold leaf. He afked feveral

queltions refpeding England, fuch ^s how long the voyage ufually was from thence to

India : being told this, he obferved that we were an extraordinary people to wander fo

far from home. I noticed the magnificence of the kioum : he replied, that fuch fub-

lunary matters did not attraft his attention ; he was on earth but as a hermit. I de-

fired his prayers ; he faid they were daily offered up for the happinefs of all mankind,

but that he would recommend us to the particular proteftion of Gaudma- He made
fome obfervations on our appearance, which I did not underfland, and he even fmiled j

a relaxation very unufual in a Rhahaan. We retired without ceremony, and, mounting

our elephants, proceeded along a wide road leading to the northward, which foon brouj,ht

us to an extenfive plain, that feemed to flretch in an uninterrupted level to the foot of

a range of mountains ten or twelve miles diftant. \he foil was a poor clay, and the

pafturage indifferent. We faw at a diftance fome fields of grain, and underftood, that

capacious refervoirs had been conftrudled with great labour and expence, by order of

the King, in the vicinity of the mountains, which enabled the inhabitants of the low

countries to water the grounds, and render the earth produtlive in a feafon of

drought. Several kioums and villages were fcattered over the plain ; but when we
had advanced about two miles, religious edifices increafed, beyond our power to

calculate the number. The firll that we entered was called Knebang kioum, or tlie

kioam of immortality, from the centre of which rofe a royal piafath, to the height of a

hundred and fifty feet : the roofs were of the cuftomary complicated ftrudture, one

above another„ This was the place where the embalmed bodies of deceaied Seredaws

are laid in ftate : the building refted on a terrace of brick, and was not elevated on

pillars, as kioums and dwelling-houfes ufually are. The hall was very handfome,

about feventy feet fquare, furrounded by a wide gallery : the roof was fuftained by

thirty-fix gilded pillars, the central forty feet ih height. Mats were fpread in different

parts for the repofe of the Rhahaans, and on each was placed a hard pillow ; there was

alfo a tray containing books on the duties of Rhahaans, on religion, and the forms of

religious worlhip.

Having refted here for a fhort time, we ne^t vifited the kioum, which was the

ordinary refidence of the Seredaw. This building far exceeded, in fize aiid fpi n-

dour, any that we had before feen, and is perhaps the inoft inagnificent of its kind

in the univerfe } it is conftrufted entirely of wood, and refembles in the llyle of its

ftrudure wd ornaments, that ia which we had an interview with the Seredaw, but

was
-
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was much more fpacious and lofty. The numerous rows of pillars, fome of them fixty

feet high, all of which were covered with bumilhed gilding, had a wonderfully fplendid

efl'ed : it would be difficult to convey, either in language or by pencil, an adequate

defcription of this extraordinary edifice. The profufe expenditure of gilding on parts

expoled to the weather, as well as in the infide, cannot fail to imprefs a ftranger with

•aftonifhment at the richncls of the decoration, although he may not approve of the

taile with which it is difpcied : I could not have formed in my imagination a difplay

more ftrikingly magnificent. This kioum was alfo divided by a partition, which

feparated it m the middle from north to fouth. There was a fmail room on one

fide made of gilded boards, which we were told was the bedchamber of the

Seredaw. Mats were fpread on the outfide for the attendant: Rhahaans. The figure

of Gaudma was made of copper, and an European girandole of cut-glafs ftood bt-forc

his throne.

Leaving this building, we paiTed through many courts ci'owded with fmaller tem-

ples and kioums. Several gigantic images of Rakufs, the Hindoo demon, half beaft,

half human, made of brafs, were fhewed to us, as compofing a part of the fpoils of

Arracan. From thefe we were condufted to a magnificent temple which is ereding

for the image of Gaudma, that was brought from :he fame country. The idol is

made of poliftied brafs, about ten feet high, and fitting in the ufual poflure, on a

pedellal within an archc'd recefs ; the walls are gilded, and adorned with bits ol

different coloured mirrors, difpofed with much tafte. Peculiar fandtity is afcribcd

to this image, and devotees refort from every part of the empire, to adore the Arracan

Oaudma, which is not expofed at all hours to the view of the vulgar. The doors

of the recefs are only opened when perfons of particular confequence come tc vifit

it, or at Aated times, to indulge the populace. As we approached, a crowd oi

people thronged after us with tumultuous enthufiafm, ilriving for admittance to offer

up a prayer to this brazen reprefentative of the divinity. We foon turned from

thefe wretched fanatics, and the object of their flupid adoration, to view the noble

piafath, or royal fpire, that crowned the building, and attracted much more of our

attention and refped, than an image, from which even the flatuary could claim nu

praife. The fptre rofe in feven feparate ftages above the rpof of the kioum j and the

gold leaf which had recently been applied, gliflening in the fun-beams, refle&ed a

brilliant luflre. This temple, wiih its auxiliary buildings, which are yet in an

untinifhed flate, wlli, when completed, be the mod elegant in the empu'e, though

perhaps not fo fpacious as that whicii is the prefent refidence of the Seredaw. From
hence we were conduced to what is called the chounda, or place for the reception and

repofe of Arangers who come from a diflance to offer up their devotions. It com*

municates on the north fide with the great temple, and is alfo a y oeautiful

fpecimen of Birman architc^ure ; it comprehends five long galleries feparated by

colonnades, each confilting > T thirty-four pillars, or two hundred »nd four altogether;

the two central rows were ; :)out twenty-five feet high, but the external ones did not

exceed fourteen ; they wen painted of .. deep crimfon ground, enliveried by fefloons

of gold leaf encircling thetii in a very fanciiul and pleafing manner, and in a ftyle

much more conformable to European taflc than an unvaried furface of gold. The
ceiling likewife was embellifhed with a profuficn of carved work, executed with great

labour and minutenel's. Meafuring by our fteps, we judged the length to be five

hundred and feventy fix feet, and the breadth of each diftin^ gallery about twelve;

the central rather wider than thofe on either fide. A low railing extended along the

Autcr pillars, to prevent improper perfooii and dogs from defiling the place. It is

built
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built upon » terrace of brick, elevated three feet from the ground} and the floor is

nude of chunam, or fine ftuccO} compofed of lime, pounded fleatites, and oil, tli$

cahefion of which forms a hard and fmooth furface, that fhines like marble *. Our
conduftor informed us, that this edifice had been lately erefted at the fole expence

of the fenior Woongee. It certainly rcfledls credit on the projeftor, and is an orna-

ment to the country.

The heat of the day, which had now attained its created force, and our having

been in conftant exercife from feven in the morning till t\vo o'clock in the afternoon,

rendered a place of rcpofe extremely acceptable ; and here we not only refted our-

felves, but Irkewile found a plentiful collation prepared for us. Our conduftors, aware

that the attention of ftrangers could not fail to be engaged for fonie hours by fuch a
multitude of new and ftriking obiefts, thought it would be more prudent for us to

wait under the (hade of this hofpitable roof till the afternoon, than expofe ourfelves

unaeceflarily to a burning fun. We had brought with us, at the inftance of our friends,

wine, bread, and butter, and cold fowl, to which the Shawbunder had added a tureen

of excellent vermicelli foup, and a tolerable good pillaw. We fat down to our repaft

about two o'clock, and after it was finifhed continued to recline upon our mats until

evening, fanned by a cool and refrelhing breeze from the weft, whilft we converfed,

and contemplated the fcene around. The crowd of people, whom the novelty of our
appearance had collefted, were neither intrufive nor troublefome. On fuch an occa-

fion, in moft other countries of the Eaft, it is probable, that, from the prejudices of

bigotry, we fhould not have been fufFered to depart without receiving fome intuit, or re-

marking fome indication of contempt ; but here, notwithftanding we entered their moft

fan£lified receffes, we were every where treated with uniform civility. The prefence

of thofe who accompanied us had doubtlefs fome influence in commanding the awe of

the multitude ; and if their refped was owing to this motive, it fpeaks highly for the

(late of their police ; but I am inclined alfo to give them credit for a difpofition naturally

kind and benevolent.

In the afternoon we returned home by the fame road that we came ; and our atten-

tion being lefs engaged than in the morning, we had a better opportunity to judge of

the form and extent of the fortrefs, as we pafled along the north fide, from one end
to the other f.

The fort of Umme ora is an exa£i: fquare : there are four principal gates, one in

the centre of each face ; there is alfo a fmaller gate on each fide of the great gate,

equidiftant between it and the angle of the fort, comprizing twelve gates in all.

At each angle of the fort there is a large quadrangular baftion, that proje£h con-

fiderably. There are alfo eleven fmaller baftions on each fide, including thofe that are

over the gateways. Between each of thefe baftions is extended a curtain about two
hundred yards long. From this calculation, a fide of the fort occupies two thoufand

four hundred yards ; the Birmans, however, called it four thoufand nine hundred
royal cubits, which I conceive to be an exaggerated account. Every baftion and

gateway is covered by a tiled roof, fupported on four pillars of wood, to prevent

injury from the lodgement of rain.

At each comer of the fort there is a gilded temple, nearly one hundred feet in height,

but fo infignificant, comparatively, with thofe we had juft feen, as not to attrad par-

ticular nouce. ". i • • .
• • M , , > -^ ' : M .; :

* The reader may fee a particular account of the chunam and it« properties in Dr. Anderfon's
" Recreations in AKriculture," &c.

^ See a plan of tne fort of Unmerapoora in the Map prefixed to this work.
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We could perceive, from our elephants, the roof of a range of buildings In the inflile,

parallel to the walls, and extending along one entire fide of the fort, which our con«

du£^ors fald was the public granary and florc'rooms.

We arrived at our grove half an hour after dark, wearied by the heat of the weather

and the exercife of the day, but gratified to the higheil degree with the multiplicity

and extraordinary fplendour of the objects we had feen. Much as we had heard of the

magnificence of their religious buildings, our expedations had been more than fulfilled.

The unbounded expenditure of gilding which they bcftow on the outfide of the roofs,

as well as within, mufl exhaufl immenfe fums. I was informed that the gold leaf is

exceedingly pure, and bears expofure to the air for a long time, without fuffering in-

jury. 1 ne iize or glue ufed to make it adhere is called feefee : it is the juice of the

croton sebiferum, after undergoing a certain preparation. This is the only maimer in

which a people, naturally frugal and difmclined to luxury, feem to apply their fupcr.

fluous wealth. It is to be lamented, that their edifices arc in general compofedoffMch

a perifhable material as wood, which, though of the mod durable kind perhaps in t.ie

world, cannot lafl for many generations, or leave to poUerity a monumental proof (

f

the tafle and magni&cenre of the national architecture.

CHAP. XV.— Rcafon to hope for a profperous Termination of the Embajfy :— meet

withJirenuous Oppojition : — on what Grounds.— Vcjel arrives at Rangoon from

Mauritius.— Newsfrom Europe unpleafant:— indtijirioujiypropagated.— Mr. Wood

vijits the Woongees :— polite Reception.— Remarkable Circumjiance.— Require to knew

His Majejlfs Pteaftcre.— Day appointed for the Delivery of Prejents from the

Birman King.— Convtrfation at the Lotoo.— Arrogance of the Birman Court : —
refolve t» remonflrate : — uncivil Treatment.— Mr. Wood prefents a written and

folemn Declaration : — Ferment caufed by it : -—favourable Conclufton. — A Day

appointedfor our Reception by the A7/.'if.— Liberal Return of Prefents.— Different

Articles.— Proceed to the Palace

:

—Introduction.—Hall of Audience,'— The King

:

—
;

/•?; Drefs .—Perfon :—Mannem:— receive ojjicial Papers in the Rhoom.— Formality

' in conveying the King's Letter, —-Return. .

• WHILST we were thus pafTmg our time in amufement, and the indulgence of our

curiof^ .y, the more important interefls of the million were not forgotten. The council,

I wns informed, had held frequent deliberations on fome general propofitions which I

had fubmitted with a view to aflifl the mercantile interefts of the two countries, and

place commerce on a liberal and fecure bafis. I had realbn given me to conclude, that

my fuggeftions had met with a favourable reception, and I was likewife informed by an

authority which I conceived to be competent, that it was intended to depute a Birman

officer of diflinQipn in an official capacity to Bengal, there to confirm, on the part of

His Birman Majcfty, the good underftanding that was henceforth to fubfifl between the

Court of Ummerapoera, and the Government General of India. Affurances of tills

nature, together with the attention paid to our private accommodation, induced me lo

hope for a favourable termination of the miffion with which I was intrulled.

I foon found, however, that the attainment of thefe objefts, which were obviouily

calculated to be of reciprocal advantage to Britifh India and the Binnan empire, was

oppf'fed by the indired artifices of individuals pofTefling weight, whul'e interefts might

evtntually be aflVdled by any innovation, and who on that account fedulouflv fomented

jeabufy and diflruft. I likewife learned, that the pride of the court had been ear^y

12 awakened,

if 75 ill*'

it! ^h
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awakened, by a reprefentation, that the government of Bengal being provincial, and
the governor-general, from whom I derived my conimifTion, only the fubjetl of a

king, it would therelbre be derogatory to the Birmun monarch to treat on terms of

equality with an admiiiiltration that was fubordinate, or to correfpond with any perfon

beneath the dignity of a crowned head. It is doubtful however whether the Birman
court would have manifeltcd its fentiments fo uneqvnvocally as ta draw from me a

formal explanation, had not circumftances fubfequenily occurred, which fervc'd to

flrengthen its arrogance, and gave plaufibility to the reprefentations that had been fabri-

cated to miilead.

Matters were in this (late, when advice came of the arrival of a fmall veffel at

Rangoon from the Ifle of France, under Birman colours, which brought an
unfavourable account of the fituation of affairs in Europe ; exaggerating the difap-

pointment of the allies on the continent to a total defeat ; and addmg, that the Dutch
and Spaniards having joined the republicans, the utter ruin of the Englifli was not

far dillant. An obfcure agent maintained at Rangoon by the French, tranfmitted thi*

information to a perfon of fome official importance at the Birman capital, who immedi-

ately promulgated it with an addition, that a powerful fleet was on its voyage from
France to India, and that four French (hips of war were triumphantly cruizing

in the Indian fcas.

This intelligence, which was afferted with confidence, was diligently improved

by the Armenian and Muffulman merchants, who infmuatcd that, if our prefent

overtures fprung not from treachery, they originated in fear ; at , the fame time

renewing a report, which had more than once been current, of a combination of all

the powers of Indi:- to deprive Great Britain of her poffeffions in the Eaft, and to

expel all Europeans from thofe (hores, which they were reprefented to have firft

vifited as merchants, and afterwards invaded as ufurpers. Although the Birmans

probably did not give implicit credit to the lad mentioned rumour, yet the news
from Europe co-operating with their own pride determined them to perfid in that

arrogant affumption of fuperiority, which had hitherto been manifefted rather in their

aftions than by their words.

On the 7th of September, Mr. Wood, in conformity with the inftruftions he

received, waited on the two fenior Woongees, accompanied by Dr. Buchanan, and

attended by a proportion of the public fervants. On his return, he addreffed an

official letter to me, (Appendix, No. I.) by which it appears, that in his reception no

part of the refpedt due to his public character was omitted ; wbllft in the folicitude

cxpreffed for our perfonal welfare, there was difplayed the refined politenefs of a

polifhed court. The converfation that he held with the Woongees was neverthelcfs

marked by a circumflancc which ibrved to indicate more pointedly the prccife line that

was intended to be drawn.

On the day of my public introduftion at the lotoo, it was an omifTion too remark-

able to efcape notice, that no enquiry whatever had been made refpcding the Governor-

general of India, nor in the converfations which I afterwards held with the feveral

Princes was the name of the Governor-general once mentioned by them. Such how-

ever was not the cafe at the interview between Mr. Wood and the Woongees ; thefe

minifters enquired particularly concerning Sir John Shore, and the younger Woongee
defired to be informed of the extent of the Governor-general's authority, which

implied, on his part, either real or affumed ignorance. Thefe quellions alfo, as

appears from Mr. Wood's report, did not arife from the cafual fuggeftion of the

moment, but were all preconcerted and methodically arranged ; the i&ferences there-

voL. IX, i £ fore
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fore to bo deduced from them w^re grounds on which I might form a judgment ; thoy

conveyed Ibineihing more than a prcfumprion of the real lemimeuts oulcrtainod rofpccU

ing the delcgaihig autliority undiT which I acU'd.

There being no plaiifible pivii'xt for any longer delay, I prcnbd the Woongees to

inform ine what His Majelly's pliMfuro w;i.i, rcj^arding the Icvrral points which I h;id

fubmiltctl to his council ; and inriinat( d the nccellity I was under of obeying the

orders of my "vvii government, by rtturning as (pccdiiy as was confident with the

objects for which I had been deputed. In reply to this application, 1 was appri/od

that the priTi'Uts whi'-h His Birman Majclly difigntd lo fond to Bengal, in return fur

thofe he had received, would bi; prepared on the 19th of September, on which
day, if I would come to tl:e lotoo, tluy iliould be dcliveri>d to nu-, matters

of bufincfs miglit be difculfed, and I might rtx on' whatever day i thought proper to

depart.

With this dcfire I willingly acquiefced, as alTording nu an opportunity of requiring to

know His Majelly's real feniinu nts, as well as the motives that on their part gave

rife to a condud ol To niyltcrious a nature.

Nothing pallid in die interval, excij^r that I received intimation through a private

and rcfpedable chamiel, that the court, although no objection would be formally

ftated, liad come to a ihcid d relolntion of confident '; me as a perfon deputed from

a provincial and lubordinaltj power, and not as a ri'prefcntativc of an equal and

fovereign Hate ; and that in purfuance of this ellimation His Majelly did not intend

to honour me with a perfonal audience of leave. Ot the truth of this information I

had no reafon to doubt ; but before 1 took any mcaiuri's to undeceive the court h a

public manner, I deemed it expedient to have an aifumption fo haughty and imperious

verified by the higheft authority.

On the 19th of Septendier 1 proceeded to the lofoo, where I arrived about twelve

o'clock, and found the council of Hate already allembled ; the miniflers and the

attendant o'TJcers being all drefled in their robes aiid caps of ceremony. A few

minutes after we had taken our feats, t!ie prefents were brought, confifting of three

large boxei!, covered with nd cloth, and two elephant's teeth of confiderable fize.

Thefe 1 was defired to receive in the name of the Birman King, for the Knglifh

government : at the fame tim/ two large rings were prefented to me ; one a fmgle

ruby fet in gold, the other ;i ', .pphire, which I was requefted to accept as a perloiial

token of His Majefty's favour . a ring was alfo given to Mr. Wood, and another to

Dr. Buchanan. When this ceremony was ended, I addrefled myfelf in the Birman

language to the Woongees, and deiired to know whether there were any realoiis

which appli(d to my fituation, that had induced His Majelty to decline honouring

me with a perfonal audience ; which compliment, I underltood, was ufually paid by

their court to the deputies of all fovereign ftatcs. To this interrogation I received

an equivocal reply ; and on repeating it, they perfifted in returning an evafive

anfwer. I then defircd to be informed, v\hefhcr or not it was His Maielty's intention

to receive me in perfon, before my departure, as the reprefentaiive of the Governor-

general. This quedicm they faiil they could not anfwer, not knowing His Majefty's

pleafure. I afterwards alked, whether the King prefervcd his intention of fending an

authorized perfon from his court to Bengal, as had been intimated to me by what I con*

ceived to be competent authority ; and whether the fuggeftions, which I had lub-

mitted for the advancement and proteiSfion of commerce, had been taken into cun-

fuleration. 'I'hefi' feveral points, they faid, were then under difculliem, and would

be fpeeUily Ueternuned j they acquainted mu at the fame time, that U' 1 would fix

on

veiieratioi
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on any preclfo period for. my departure, the nccelfary papers and loiters fliould bs

preparod iind dL-liviTcd to inc two days previous to my fctting out. I nientioneii

the 3d of October; they replied, that the letters (hould be in readinefs by what 1

iinderllood to be the ill of Odobcr ; but by fouie niifapprehenfion was the 30th of

September ; adding their hope that I would come to town on the 38th of September,

the anniverlary <<t Sandaing-guite, a day on which all the nobility pay homa^^e to His

Majf'fty. To their invitation I anlwcred, that my having that honour mull depend on
circumllances not yet afcertaincd.

This interview left me little room to doubt of the eflimation in which the Birman
court held my public charader, notwithftanding it was judged advifeable, from motives

of policy, to avoid making any dired avowal of fuch fcniimcnts. Proceeding upon
this plan, they concealed all their ads and determinations with a veil of ambiguity,

which it fometimes was extremely diilicult to penetrate.

I'ride, the chief actuating principle of this arrogant court, was the fource to which

its conlud, in ev<ry tranfadion of a public nature, might ultimately be traced. The
firft objed of tht ir government is to imprefs on the minds of the people the moft

reverential awe of their own fovereign, whofc greatnefs they do not admit to be

equalled by that of any monarch upon earth. Without attempting to diminifli their

veneration for their own Prince, it became my duty, from the mode that was adopted

i,i the dilplay of hi;; conlequence, to acquaint the minilters, in terms which could not

be mifconllrued, that there was another power, at no great dillance, which would
not readily fubfcribe to its own inferiority, or admit of any ad in its negociations

with other It ates, which might either exprefs or imply an alTumption of fuperiority.

li became neceffary to inform them, that the Governor-general of India was not, in

his relation to their court, or to that of any other eaftern potentate, a fubordinate

provincial officer ; but a perfonage in w hom fovereign authority over a widely

extended empire was efficiently vfled ; that, as the reprefentative of fuch authority,

1 held an indifputable claim to whatever confideration was granted to the miniftcrs

of other nations ; and that the withholding it would be accounted an incivility fo great,

as probably to prevent the Englifh government from making any future advances for

the eftablilhraent of a friendly and confidential intercourfe.

To convey a truth not lefs important for them to know than incumbent on me to

declare, I determined to addrefs a letter to the principal Woongee and the council

of flatc, exprefling my dilVatisfadion at the condud which the Birman court had

thought proper to oblerve in regard to my public charader ; to require an explana-

tion of thole points which coniprehended the objeds of the embalTy ; and I' demand,

that I fliould be received and acknowledged by the King in perfon as the repiefentati\ e

of an equal and fovereign ftate.

Had there even been ' )om left for me to hefitate upon the adoption of this flep, the

following circumflances, which occurred iinmediatelv after my interview with the

Woongees at the lotoo, would have decided me, in making a public declaration of my
fentiments on a mode of behaviour which exceeded even their ufual exteixt of olKcial

arrogance, and fell little ftiort of perfonal indignity.

The cuftom, which impofes an obligation on /a foreign miniftry, to pay a mark

of rcfped by a trifling prefent to each member of the royal family to whoiti he is

introduced, has already been noticed : this compliment I ollercd in perfon to the

feveral Princes on the days of my prefentation ; and, in order to nvanifoil that it was

not my dcfire to withhold any attention confiftent with ni) fituation to grant, foon

after the vifus of ceremony were ended, 1 had direfted my Moonlhoe, or Perhati

322 fccretary,
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Iccrctary, to M'nlt on each of the miniflers and the principal ofTicers of the court,

and rcqucll in my name their acceptance ot i'ome rarity, the' produce uf Europe or

of India. The gift to each individual was very trifling ; a few yards of European

broad cloth, an article of cut-glals, a piece of Jknsal muflin or of filk, was received

as a polite and hand fume teltiinonial of a friendly uifpofition. Thefe civilitieH, I was

informed, were, by a fpecial mandate, ordered to be returned, by every perfon to whom
the attention had been (hewn, in fonie produdion of the Birman country, and of value

ua! to what had been bellowed.

It being expeded that I fhould wait on the royal PrinceH to receive in perfon the

remun<-rntion which they defigncd to make for the prefents they had obtained, I lent,

on the aid of September, a nieffage to the Eiigy 'I'cekien, to acquaint him that,

ii it fuited his convenience, I would pay my refpcds to him the following day, or

podpone my vifit to any other that he might think proper to appoint : 1 likcwife

iJifpatched a mellcnger with a limilar notification to the Pruice of Prome. From the

firll I received a civil reply, excufuig himl'clf from feeing me oil account of the

indifpofition of the Princcfs, who had lately been brought to bed ; but acquainting

me, that if I chole to attend, the prefents for the Eiiglilh government would be

delivered to me in the rhoom of hi« palace, or to any perfon whom I might appoint

to receive them. I replied, that beinj^; debarred or the honour of feeing him,

I would depute Mr. Wood to accept his prefents in the name of the Governor-general

of India ; from the Prince of Prome I had not the honour of an anfwer.

On the 2 2d, Mr. Wood waited on the Engy Teekien, and was received with

much civility at the rhoom by hu> miniilers ; the prefents were formally produced,

and conveyed to our refidcncc by the Prince's fervants. As the Prince of Prome
had not returned an anfwer to my melTage, I imagined that fome mlfapprehenfioa

had occurred. Being defirous of appearing to put the moll favourable conftrudion

on every part of their condud, I requelled Mr. Wood to fend a meffenger, when he

went to the houfe of the Engy Teekien, to apprize the Prince of Prome that he meant
afterwards to pay his refpeds to him. To this* intimation was returned what Mr. Wood
confidered a fatisfadory reply : and as foon as the firfl vifit was ended, he proceeded to

the Prince of Promc's palace, where the treatment he received was extremely I'ude ; after

Aanding for fome time at the outer gate, expofed to the lua, he was informed that the

Prince was not at home.

However deficient the members of the royal family might be in politencfs to me,

I determined not to fulTer their example to influence tny condud towards them, or to

neglcd any mark of deference that was due to their illuflrious rank. Meetlaw Praw,
the mother of the Queen, being a perfonage venerable from her age, and dignified

from her high connedions ; her behaviour alfo on our introdudion having been

diftinguifhed by affability and politenefs ; I was, for thefe rcafons, defirous of paying

fuch a charader particular rei'ped ; and with that view lent a complimentary melfage

to her, fimilar to that which had been delivered to the two Princes : (he returned,

in anfwer, that the next day would be perfectly convenient to her for my reception. I

likewife intimated to the younger Princes my intention of paying them a vilit, to which
they nplied by a verbal compliment.

On the next day, the 23d, I proceeded in form to the houfe of Meedaw Praw
at the appointed hour, and was received with lufTicii-'nt politenefs by her Woon,
or principal officer ; there were feveral perfons of rank affembled in the hall when
I entered. After we had been fealed about a quarter of an hour, a perfon came forth

from the inner apanmeut, and infuruiid Ui> tiiat the Priuccfs had goae to the palace

to
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to fee the Queeft Tier daughter, but would return in a few minutes. T'.is I thought

rather an txtraordinary fttp, as (he herklf had dcttTinined the precUo time when I

was to come. Thefe minutes, however, were protrailed to an hour •. in the interval,

piiwn, fruit, and fweetmeafs wore I'ervoJ up. At length, when her ininifters perceived

that my patience was exhauded, and I would wait no longer, a meOage was delivered

to me from the Princefs, excufing her non-appearance on a plea of iiulifpofition ; at

the fame time three gold rings, let with rubies and fapphires, and fi'veral boxes,

handl'omely japaiuu-d and painted, were laid before me, and my acceptance of them
defirod. A condudl marked by fuch deliberate unpolitencfs would have juflified

rttali iiion on my part, by a contemptuous rejediun of her prefents ; I however
nfrained from any farther indication of difpleafure, than withdrawing unccremonioully,

wii hout taking any notice of the boxes or rings, which were immediately conveyed to my
rifkioncc by her IVrvants. Having reafon to apprehend that the junior Princes meant

to obPcrve a fnnilar lino of conduft, 1 declined vifiting them, but font Mr. Wood to

go through the ceremony of calling at their feparnte houfcs. As was expcded, he

law not one of the Princes, but was received by their Woons, who, though they carefully

refrained from abfolute rudenefs, yet evinced in their condud the utmoit arrogance,

under the cloak of fupercilious civility.

Such ftrange and unwarrantable infolence could not be meafured by any fcale of

true policy, and was hardly to be reconciled lO reafon or connnou fcnfe ; nor could

any part of their condu6l be laid to the ace ..nt of ie ranee ; for no people on earth

better underlfand, or more pointedly obferve, then, .ite pundilios of official form.

No candid and deteminate reply could be extorter * .> m them on any point in which

their vanity was concerned : what their cou'*! intended to con? i;de, I underftood, was

to be granted, not as an ' quivalent for ? .".-.ji' ocal privilege: on our part, but as a

boon, as an a£l of gratuitous c^ndefcenfi n t;r me, in the charaderofa petitioner,

bearing the tribute of homage from an inferior (tate. Without i,.. hardinefs to

avow thefe principles, which a fenfe of Uritifh power, and the proximity of the

country, probably fuppreHVd, they neverthelols afted upon them as an afl'umed faft,

with a view to gratify their own pride, elude difagrceable explanations, and reap all

the advantages derivable from an intercour'b with Britifli India, to which they certainly

were far from being averfe, provided the correfpondence could be maintained upon

their own terms.

In purfuance of my determination, I addrcfled the letter (Appendix, No. IT.) to

the chief Woongee and council of ftate ; and, to give it all the publicity that fuch

a declaration ought to have, I fent Mr. Wood to deliver it in perfon )o the minidor,

directing him afterwards to wait on the two junior Woongees, and apprize them formally

of my having written a lette. S fvich a tcnour.

Nor did I refolve on this . -iure without maturely confidering the effeft it was

likely to produce, as well as the neccffity in which it originated. The court had

evid<'ntly been embarrafled, in the firit ftages of the bufinefs, and was undetermined

in what manner to acl ; lo this irrefolution I afcribe the petty artifice of mifmforming'

me in matters of h&. Tliu accounts from Europe certamly had great weight in

influencing their conduT:, and thofc could only be difcredited by my holding liigher

language than before : to ha\o acquiefc.'d in filence would have been conftrued into

at leafl a prefumptive evidence of our weakneis, whilft the flight that was attempted

to be caft on the authority delegated to me, left no alternative but to endeavour to

remove it by a temperate lemondrance, fuch as my letter was intended Lo convey,

or to decline any further couimuuiciition, and withdraw without ceremony. This

latter

(
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latter flf'p w?s not to be taken under any provocation (liort of perfonal Injury,

than which I believe nothinjif was farther from their intention. To enhance their

own importance by the unworthy mode of Icfl'ening that of others, fcemcd to be thefole

nuiiive that aifliiated them, and which, as far as rtlated to the government that I

repulbnted, it was el(>arly tnv duty to oppofe.

My letter was written in the Enghfli ami the PeiTian IanG;iiagPS •
; the intervention

ot holidays prevented the delivery of it before the sOth, when Mr. Wood waited on
the principal Woonpec, and prefented it in form ; he afterwards called upon the

junior Woongees, and acquainted them of his having laid before the fenior an addrefs

which required their fcrious confideratior.

I imagine, that if this explicit avowal of my fentiments had been made prevoudy
to our la It-mentioned vifits to the members of the royal family, we fhould have
had lefs caufe to complain of incivility. Such language, I believe, was not expefted

;

the court had affurcd itfelf that the Itate of our affairs in Europe and in India was fo

critical, that we would tolerate yet greater arrogance of manner, rather than

hazard the interruption of intercour'e, and give our enemies the advantage of

an alliance which the native vanity of the Binnans rendcrcJ them not unwilling to

over-rate.

Information was conveyed to uie from a refpedable quarter, that the fermenta-

tion which my remonftrance excited in the council of the loloo was by no means
moderate : the Woongees, I was told, were divided in th.Mr opinions ; the difcuflion

continued till tvvelve o'clock on the night of the 27th, when the refult of their delibera-

tions was hud before the King.

Whatever might have been their feparate fentiments, the ultimate decifion was
temperate and wife. L was apprized late on the evening of the 28th, by a verbal

communication from the Maywoon of Pegue, that on the day appointed for the

delivery of the reply to tiie Governor-general's letter, I fliould be formally received

at the palace of the King, who would grant me a perfonal audience in the charader to

which I laid claim, and that the propofitions which I had fuggefted, for the regulation

and encouragement of commerce, had for the mofl: part received His Majefty's

approbation.

I expreflfed, in anfwer, the fatisfaftion I felt from hearing a rcfolution fo creditable to

themfelves ; but added, that as the letter I had written was a public and folemn declara-

tion, I fhould require more than a verbal alTurance, before 1 could confidently fubjeft

myfelf to a repetition of former difappointments, and requeued that he would take the

trouble to reduce his obliging meffage to writing : with this he readily complied by a

fhort nvite written in the Birman language.

The forn) of receiving the prefents, which were brought to me as a return for

thofe that had been given, occupied a confiderable portion of the laft days. One of

* It afforded ine particular ''(tiafaflion to know, tliat the full purport ar\A cxprcflion of my letter could

not fail to be con>i ycd, tliroii;(li tlie chaniul of either uf thilc lau^uaj^cs, to t lie Uirmaii court. The
Armenian interpreter of Englifli, who liad fpeiit tiie greater part of his life in the Rinnan country, was a

man eminently qiialiAed for the i ifk he fpoke, read, and wrote Kiii^lini, fiiperior to any perfoii I eve»

knew wIk' had . nt been in Cn :\t I'tituin. It is a fmgnlar fad, that the firll verfion of the late Sir Willi.im

Jonei'it 'l'raiiilati(.ii of the luHitutts of Hindoo Law, rtiould be made in the Birman language. When I

arrived at I'mmeinpoora, the Armenian had juft eomplcted the work, by command of His Bimian

Mljfftv. 'I'l.is circumdancc offers no mean proof of the liberal ai;d enlightened policy of a Prince,

who, fupcriorto gencnd i)'''judice, was willing to feck for information tlirough a medium by which few

other nationa of the E. ii will condefcend to accept uf kuowlcdge, however beucficial the attoininrnt

Ibight ^)rovc tu theiuXclvit.
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the three boxes that had been fent by the King contained amber in large pieces,

uncommonly pure ; another, a niafs of flone of confiderablo fize, in appe;.rance

rcfembling thej chryfoprafe ; and the third, a largo and beaiuiful group cf cvyflals,

rifing from a mairix of aniethylt, in the form of prifins, moflly hcxagonil or penta-

gonal, flighily flriated on the furface, and terminated at one end by a pyramid com-
pofed of three rhomboidal pianos. It was a very curious production of nature, and
doubtlefs, coming from fuch a quarter, mull have been accounted of great value.

The prefent from the Engy Teekien confiftcd of fix ruby and fapphire rings, two
elephant's teeth, feveral japanned boxes, and three horfes, fmall, like all thnfe which
the country produces, but extremely well formed ; two were piebald, to match in a

carriage ; and the other was a bright bay. The principal Queen alfo, whofe title

is Nandoh Praw, and the fecond yueen, called Myack Nandoh, fent their fcparate

olferings, and added to feveral rings and fpecimens of japanned ware, fome handfome
articles of plate, two large beetle-boxes, of embofl'ed filver, two trays and two
drinking cups of the fame mefal, the workmanfliip of which did not aflurd a favour-

able pioof of the (kill of thJr artifts. Retributary donations were now brought ia

troublefome abundance from every individual to whom the fmallell gratification

had been given ; and in fi^ne inftances the retiu-n far exceeded in value what Iiad been

received : my houfe was encumbered with all forts of Birman utenfils in painted and
japanned ware, feveral of which were by no means of a portable fize. I was alfo

prefented with pi cs of filk and cotton cloth, of different dimenfions and quality,

in number not lels than eighty or a hundred ; alio elephant's teeth, amber wrought

into beads, fifty or fixty pieces of plate formed into beetle-boxes, mugs, fpitting-pots

and cups
;
precious ftones too confHtntcd a very general gift, chiefly rubies and

liipphires in their native fiate, rudely fet in gold. I received from various perfons

nearly a hundred of thefe ftones, few of which were valuable, though fome of the

lapphircs, on being poliflied by a lapidary, proved to have a very fine water. I muft

not, however, omit mentioning a beautiful fpecimen of filagree, in a large filver

beetle-box, which was prefented to me by one of the Atiawoons ; the workmanfliip

was minutely delicate, and exquifitely finiflied ; and, in order to enhance the value

of the gift, the donor, with a politenefs that could not be furpalfed in any court,

had his title engraven in Englifli letters on the fide of the box : a compliment fo

handfomely convi-yed demanded my bell: acknowledgments, and I regretted exceedingly

that the official character which I held denit-d me the perfonal acquaintance of this

miniiter, as well as of fome others, with whom I flioulil have been happy, under any

other circumftances, to have cultivated an intimacy.

On the 30th of Si'ptember, the day appointed by His Birman Majefty to receive

the Englifli gentlemen in the charafter of an imperial deputation, we crofl'ed the

lake at ten o'clock in the morning, attended by our cuftomary fuite, and accompanied

by Baba-Sheen and feveral Birman officers. We entered the fort, as ufual, by the

wellorn gate, when, inftead of pafling, as on former occafions, along the north fide

of the eiidofure of the palace, to reach the ftreet leading down to the lotoo, we
now proceeded round by the fouth, and in this new direction obferved many more
houles of diftinguiflied ftrudure than by the other route. In our way we palTed

through a Ihort llrcet, entirely compofed of faddlers' and harnefs makers' fliops.

On alighting, we were conducted into the rhoom, to wait there until the Engy
Teekien Ihovild arrive, which he did precifely at the hour of twelve. Several

Chobwas, who were to be introduced on this day, had taken iheir feats in the rhoom

9 before

^.
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before we entered ; each of them held a piece of filk or cotton cloth in his lap,

defigned, according to the cftabliflicd etiquette, as a propitiatory offering to ?^li8

Majcfty ; and on the cloth was placed a faucer, containing a fmall (juantity of unboiled

rice, which it feems is an indifpenl'able part of the ceremony. The Birman cuftom

differs in this particular from the uiage of Hindoftan : a perfon, on his prefentation at

the imperial court of Delhi, offers to the fovercign an odd number of the gold coin

ctnnmonly called Mohurs*, an even number being confidered as inaufpicious ; but
the court of Unimerapoora, with a more delicate refinement, never permits an ofl'er-

ing in money, but requires from a foreigner fomething of the produce of his country,

and from a fubjetl fome article of manufadure. The donation of rice is not, as in

India, when prcfentod by Brahmins to the incarnations of Viftinu, meant as an acknow-
ledgment of divine attributes, but is merely defigned as a recognition of the power of
the monarch, and an acknowledgment of the property of the foil being vefted in him ^

a. truth which is exprcffively declared, by offering him its moft ufeful produdion.

During our continuance in the rhoom, tea was ferved to us ; and when we advanced
to the outer gate, we were not obliged to put off our Ihoes, but were permitted to

wear them until we had reached the inner inclofure that feparates the court of the

lotoo from that of the royal palace, within which not any nobleman of the court is

allowed to go with his feet covered. There is a double partition wall dividing the two
courts, with an intervening fpace of ten or twelve feet, through which a gallery leads,

that is appropriated exclufively to the ufe of the King when he chufes to prefide in

perfon in the lotoo.

On entering the gate, we perceived the royal faloon of ceremony in front of us,

and the court affembled in all the parade of pomp and decoration. It was an open

hall, fupported by colonnades of pillars twenty in length, and only four in depth : we
were condudled into it by a flight of fteps, and, advancing, took our places next the

fpace oppofite to the throne, vs hich is always left vacant, as being in full view of

His Majefty. On our entrance, the bafement of the throne, as at the lotoo, was

alone vifible, which we judged to be about five feet high ; folding doors fcreened

the feat from our view. The throne, 'lied Yazapalay, was richly gilded and carved
;

on each fide a fmall gallery, inclofeJ .'sv a gilt baluftrade, extended a few feet to the

right and left, containing four umbrellas of ftate ; and on two tables, at the foot of

the throne, were placed fevcral large veffels of gold, of various forms, and for dif-

ferent purpofes : immediately over the throne, a fplendid piafath rofe in feven ftagcs

above the roofs of the building, crowned by a tee, or umbrella, from which a fpiral

rod was elevated above the whole.

We had been fcated little more than a quarter of an hour, when the folding doore

that concealed the feat opened with a loud noife, and difcovered his Majefty afcending

a tiight of fteps that led up to the throne from the inner apartment : he advanced but

flowly, and feemed not to poffefs a free ufe of his limbs, being oblir'd to fupport

hi.iifelf with his hands on the baluftrade. I was informed, howevi at this appear-

ance of weaknefs did not proceed from any bodily infirmity, but frum the weight of

the regal habiliments in which he was clad ; and if what we were told was true, that

he carried on his drefs fifteen vifs, upwards of fifty pounds avoirdupois of gold, his

difficulty of afcent was not furprifing. On reaching the top he ftood for a minute, as

• Mohur it a corrupt name given by Europeans to this coin. Afliiirfi is its proper term ; Pagoda
likewife, as applied to a coin, is an iilegitinate word, of which the itativci kuow nothing eiccpt on the

Authoiitjr of tueir cuutjucrun.
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though to take breath, ami then fat down on an embroidered cufhion with his legs

inverted. His crown was a high conical cap, richly fludded with precious ftoncs ; his

fingers were covered with rings ; and in his drefs he bore the appearance of a man
cafed in golden armour, whilft a gilded, or probably a golden wing on each flioulder,

<lid not add mnch lightnefs to his figure. His looks denoted liiin to be between fifty

and fixty years old, of a ftrong make, in ftature rather beneath the middle height,

vith hard features and of a dark complexion; yet the exprefTion of his countenance

was not unpleafing, and feemed, I thought, to indicate an intelligeiu and inquiring

mind.

On the firfl appearance of His Majefty, all the courtiers bent their bodies, and
held their hands joined in an attitude of luppiication. Nothing farther was required

of us, than to lean a little forward, and to turn in our legs as much as we could
;

not any adl being fo unpolite, or contrary to etiquette, as to prefcnt the Ibles of the

feet towards the face of a dignified pcrfon. Four Bramins, dn-lTed in white caps and
gowns, chanted the ufual prayer at the foot of the throne : a Niikhaan then advanced

into the vacant fpace before the King, and recited in a niufical cadence the name of

each perfon who was to be introduced on that day, and of whole prefent, in the

charadcr of a fuppliant, he entreated His Majefty's acceptance. My ofleriiig conilfted

of two pieces of Benares gold brocade ; Dodtor Buchanan and Mr. Wood each pre-

fented one. When our names were mentioned, we were feparately defired to take a

few grains of rice in our hands, and, joining them, to bow to thd King as low as we
conveniently could, with which we immediately complied. When this ceremony was

finiflied, the King uttered a few indiftindt words, to convey, as I was informed, an

order for inverting fome perfons prefent with the infignia of a certain degree of nobi-

lity : the imperial mandate was inftantly proclaimed aloud by heralds in the court.

His Majefty remained only a few minutes longer, and during that time looked at us

attentively, but did not honour us with any verbal notice, or fpeak at all, except to

give the order before mentioned. When he rofe to depart, he manifefted the fame

figns of infirmity as on his entrance; after he had withdrawn, the folding doors were

clofed, and the court broke up.

In defcendlng, we took notice of two pieces of cannon, apparently nine-pounders,

vhich were placed in the court, on either fide of the flairs, to defend the entrance of

the palace. Sheds protected them from the weather, ;.nd they were gilded all over :

a royal carriage alfo was in waiting, of curious workmanihip, and ornamented with a

royal fpire: there was a pair of horfes harnefTcd to it, whole tappi ^s gliftened la

the fun.

We returned as ufual to the rhoom, where I underftood tliat the loiter from the

King to the Governor-general of India was to be prefonted to uie. togoiher vi iih Ibme

other documents that comprehended the objecl:s of the embafi'y 8oon after the mctn-

hers of the royal family had nfccntled their ek'phants, the cxpcded letter was brouglit

from the lotoo on a tray, borne by a Nakhaan, incloild in a cr.fb of wood japanned

:iih1 covered with a fcarlet cloth. The mode of otFerin;.;- it was not, I conceived, quit<'

fo ceremonious as the occafion feemed to require ; and the ollicer who was charged

with the delivery indicated a reludtance to fay that it was a letter from the King to the

Covernor-gcneral of India. This circumflance produced fome diliiculty, as, without

b'.ing dillintUy informed to whom the letter was directed, 1 djcliueil accepting it.

At length the interpreter, finding I would not receive it on other terms, delivered it

in a fuitable manner, with a declaration that it was a reply from his Birman Majefty

to the letter of the Briiilh Governor-general of India, and lirat it copy of a royal inaa-

voL. IX. 4 A date



54^ SVMES'S EMBAS8V TO AVA.

date was annexed to it, granting to the Englifli nation certain valuable immunities

anJ p!-ivilci!;{'S of trade.

W'liilll wc wiro in the outer court, or that in which the lotoo is fituated, we had

an opportuuity of viewing the immenfe piece of ordnance found in the fortrefs of

Airncan when captured by ihe Engy Teckien, whicli was afterwards conveyed by

water to adorn the capital of the conqueror, where it is now preferved as a trophy,

and is I)i,(^hly honoured, being gilded, and covered by a roof of a dignified order. U
is formed of bral's, rudely n:anuia«'-;turcd ; the length is thirty feet, the diameter at the

muzzle two and a half, and the calibre uiealurcd ten inches ; it is mounted on a low

truck carriage fupported by fix wheels ; near it lay a long rammer and fponge ftaff,

and we p.rccived levei*al fliot made of hewn (lone fitted to the calibre. It is remark-

?ble, that moil of the fpoils which had been brought from Arracan were made cf

brafsi ; the invage of Gaudma, the lions, the demons, and the gun, ail traulported

from thence, are compofed of that metal.

The difcufli' u, on the ceremony of delivering the letter, being ended, we returned

home, preceded by a Miouferee, or inferior fecretary, on horfeback, bearing in due

form the royal Ltter, and dreflld in his cap and gown of office. When we had

rcacheii our reiidence, I immediately addrcilcd the chief minin^T, to requefl; an otFicial

tranflation of the letter in the Perfian language, alfo of the paper annexed to it ; ob-

ferving, tliat as public interpreters of that tongue were appointed by the court, and it

being well underltood by feveral perlons refident at Ummerapoora, a medium of inter-

courfe could never be wanting, which would be equally intelligible and convenient to

their government and to mine. Within two days I received a notification, that His

Majefly had given orders io fupply me with the tranllation I required.

CHAP. XVI. SiihJIance cfofficinl Papers.— Prepare to depart.— Ch'tnefc Deputies:

— take Leave preparatory to iheir Return. — Birman Books :
—fold clandejlinely to

Strangers.— A Man impriforied.— Liberal Condud of the Court.— Siamefc Painter.

— Birman Fe/iira/ :— tbe Court of the Queen attended by all the Women ofRank.—
Illuminations.— Unceremonious Vijit to the Engy Teekien.— F.?nbark on board our

Boats : — delayed.— Letter from the principal iVoongee to the Governor-General of

India. — /// Treatment fiffcred by one cf our People.— hifoUncc of the Folhwers of

the Prince of Tongho.— Leave Ummerapoora.—•Viftt Chagaing.— Defcription of

the Fort. — Uderua, or Pot Village.— Kiecck, the great Manufa^ory of Birman

Idols.— Temple of Commodoo Praie.— Fireiiorks.— Rockets oj Extraordinary Mag-
nitude.— Chagaing, a.i Emporium cf Cotton.— yincient Ava.— Temple of Loga-

iherpoo Prav\— Stupendous Idol.— Sandaht, or Elephant Town.— Keenducm

River.— Nioundoh.— Pcgahm. — Civility of the Mitudogee, or Deputy Governor.—
Ride to view the Ruins.— Curious Temple.— Art of turning Arches— loji by the

Birmans.— Reach the Town of Sillah Mew.

THE intervention of holiday?;, together with the unavoidable delays of oflice, pro-

traded the delivery of the Perfian iranflations until the 14th of Odtobcr; on uhich

day the papers, properly authenticated, were brought from the lotoo, and delivered

to me by an officer of government. In tranflating thefe documents, I carefully col-

lated the Perfian verfion with the Binnan original, which I was enabled to do by the

affiltante ot perfons ou the fpot who itndcrllocd both languages, and found the

Pcrfi.in to be as hteral a tranflation as the different idioms would admit.

6 The
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Tlic letter of his Birman Majefty to the gnvernor-genenil (Appendix, No. Ill ) i:; a
curious rpccinien of the extravagant phrafcology of oriental coiiipofitioi) : a great part

of it is the didion of the minillcr, which may b^ confidered as the preamble of the

letter. In this portion arc enumerated the royal titles, the honours conferred on tlie

Biitifh reprefentative, and the prcfents that were delivered ; it next details the heads

of certain propofitions, which 1 had made with a view to advance the commercial
interells of both nations ; His Majefly then fpeaks in his own perfon, and, in the

pompous ftyle of an order, ratifies Immunities of confiderabL importance to Britilh

merchants and mariners.

The paper which accompanied the letter (Appendix, No. IV.) is an order delivered

by the principal VVoongee to carry into clfcft the imperial mandate, and is addrefljd

to the Maywoon of Pegue in particular, as holding the jurifdidion of Rangoon, and
to the governors of fea-port towns in general. It however became neceifary, in ordjr

to give full operation to His Majefly's good intentions, to obtain feveral fubfidiary

papers, which, by exprelhng in clear detail the regular dues of government, and fpe-

cifying the authorized perquifites of otlice, might prevent in future anv arbitrary

exaftions, and put an end to impolitions which had long been practifed on Britifh

merchants trading to Birman ports, from whom loud complaints had at different

times reached the fuprenie government. Thefe papers I found no difficulty in obtain-

ing : it was determined by them, that all goods of Europe and BritiHi India manu.
facture, imported in Britilh fliips, fliould be fubjeft to a duty of ten per cent, to the

King ; the price of anchorage and pilotage, for (hips of every rate, was determined
;

the fees of the provincial and port officers, charges for warehoufe room, for inter*

preters and clearance, the cuftoms to be levied at each houfe of collection on goods
conveying up the river, were accurately defined ; and teak timber, to us by far the

moll valuable commodity which the country produces^ was ordered to pay a duty of

five per cent, ad valorem, at whatever port it might be ffiipped, and all further

exaftions on that article were prohibited. The feveral demands of the port and pr>;-

vincial officers on the mafters of fhips, which had heretofore been paid in rouni, or

pure filver, were direfted to be taken in the currency of the place, which, at Ran-
goon, is mowadzo, or filver depreciated twenty-five per cent*

Thefe regulations, exprefled in feparate inftruments with clearnefs and precifion,

were equally liberal and fatisfadory ; and, on the part of the Birman government,

were voluntarily granted, from a conviftion of the equity on which they were founded,

and the reciprocal advantages they were likely to produce. From two propofitions

which I oftered, the court thought proper to withhold its acquiefcence ; but it cer-

tainly was the intention of the King and his chief minifters, that the articles which,

were thus conceded (hould be carried hito complete eifect Intercourfe, however,

was not yet perfeftly ellabliflied ; m" y obdaclcs ilill impeded the way; the road was

only opened, and fuccefs depended '>ri the difcretion of ihofe who fliould firfh purfue

U-: track that was now pointed out.

Having thus obtained the objects for which I had been deputed, to an extent that

equalled my utmolt expectation, I prepared to depart. The waters of the great river

had been fuhfiding for fome time, by which the lake became fo much reduced, that

boats of bui.lien were obliged to leave it, and moor in the ftream, the bar of fand .'

the entrance of the lake beir ivhnoll dry in the fn'" f-aibn. The vafl: (hcet of wate:

,

which, by taking a circuitous direction, had, on c .rft arrival, induced us to con-

clude that we were on an illand, was now dimlniflicd lu an incouii." 'arable furface, and

left a large poriieu of land, which had recently been cover J, in a ftate adap.cs' ibr
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ihe ciiltivatic'i of rice. We obfervcd the peafants induftriouny employed In turhmg
up the oozy ii :1, preparatory to the reception of feed ; and it was now nianifeft, that

the place of our rclidence, which, from the encroachment of the periodical waters,

wc had confidered as low, was in fad an elevated and commanding filuation.

Early in Odobcr, the Chinefe deputies, havi.ig fiilfdled their diplomatic niifllon,.

left the grove, to rf.'turn to their native country. 'I'Itw embarked on board comnio-

t'ious boatvS, in which I underftood they were u> travei (or three weeks, and after-

wards profe>. aie their route by lind, unri) thty got intc the a oart of the Chinefe

dominions, \. here water carriage is facditaicd by i;umerf'us c;m;i!s. They expcded
to fini'f the c .Kl int^^nfe before their arriv«i at i-ekin ; a jounvv which they rtated

wouK; requirt liiree months tii perf >tm. I :< iVnici' '^hc ' .lior, :a '

is laf vifit to me,
with a wrapper of Engli'^^> broadclci ii, whi«.h he renuiiKed wi>w.!u be more comfort-

able in his joL-ney ainonn i'k! cold h"s of C'rna, in the month of December, than

his own garnuiiL^ of lilfc .ji'lted with -ttton. He apologized for, not having any
thing better to (five me in retain than fomc pieces of filk and a few fans; but his fon,

a promifing youth of feventeen. w!io aUended his father ca tMahty of page, aad who
hid been on more fan\iliar terri- w;!!, us *\un the natural gravity and public charafter

of :he h niors wuuld allow to them, camf to take leav';- of me juH before his embark-

ation, --id, obfervissg that he Ihou'i j;iobabiy never /e me again, entreated my
a.v>;eptai;cii of his piliow ;md his parie, as meraorici . of the fon of Keeloree*. When I

helKit!;d in ref.iving what were conveniencies to him, but ufelefs to me,'-he feemed fo

mvid, riurt, ihsx i could not wound the feelings of the ingenuous youth, by rejedling

i.>'t ?rtU ia token of good will. I had given him at different times a few trifling grati-

t;(i'iOus, a:;d he could not reconcile himfelf to depart without making fome return.

His pillow vas a Hghf. lacquered box, about eighteen inches long, circular at top, and
covered with a cafe of filk, fo thickly quilted with cotton as to render it foft. hi a

box of this fort, a Chinef:', when he tu.ikes a journey, ufually carries all his valu-

ablcf. J though unprovided with a lock, ir is not eafy to be opened, and the cafe is

clofely buttoned : thus a traveller fecurc: all his property by fleeping on ir. This

box was not empty ; it contained the purJc \ before mentioned, a fteel and flint to

light fire, anil a bracelet and ring of agate, which the donor affured me were endued
with certain <:abaliil'c virtues, to proteft the poflTeflTor from the perils of the road,

During the t^'iie that matters of bufincfs were under difcuflion, and the neceffary

papers preparing, Mr. Wood employed his leifure hours in digefting his furvey of the

river, and in making adronomical obfervations ; whilft Dodor Buchanan, ever afl:-

duous in the purfuit of knowledge, profe-uted botanical inqui/ies, and colleded

general informatioa from every acceiiihle fource. Among oth.er things, books in the

Birmaii tongue were brought to him for fale, on which the owners put whar fc-med

to be a very exorbitant price ; and, citlior from real or pretended apprchenfion,

thefe vendors of Birman literature always produced their wares in a clandefline

manner ; afli^iiing xs a reafon, that if any pcrfon were dii"ro>-. red to have iold hooka

to a foK'igner without peniiidion, he would be liable to a ievere penalty. This aller-

tion we were at iirfl inclined to confider rather as a pretext for enhancing the demand,

than ?s founded on fact : one day, however, we underltood that a man had actually

been imprifoned fur an olFence of this nature, and was hkely to fuller punifimi.T.

• I'his I tonccivo to be rather a title than hisrr:.'

•f-
This piirfe bore S'l exact refernl)laiice to tlu

purfewtt'eh His Imperi^il Majdly of Oiina prefe;

wajfc" lly intrg«lucc(J.

It'iitation in Sir George Staunton's \vi

he arobairador's page, when ilic Uiit?

' . i.t ths

.: embafiy

I iinme»



umne*

8YME8 S r.MBASSY TO AVA, ^^Ji

I Immediately fent a meflage to the chiof Woongce, appiizitig him of the circumftance,

and defiring to know whether it was illegal to fell bo.^ks to us ; that if their law pro-

hibited it, I (houldrejeft fuch.as in future might bo brought, and direct evtry perfon

under my authority to do the fame. The Woongee returned a civil melTage, and the

man was fet at liberty. His Majefty, being made acquainted with the affair, fum-

moned, on the following day, the principal Rhahaans to attend his council, and fub-

niitfed to them, whether or not it was confiftent with Birman tenets, to grant books

that treated of their hiflory and laws to foreigners. The conclave, I was told, after

folemn deliberation, determined in the affirmative ; and added, that it was not only

admiffible, but laudable, for the diifemination of knowledge. His Majefty was there-

upon pleaied to order a handfome copy of the Razawayn, or Hiflory of their Kings»

and of the Dhermafath, or Code of Laws, to be delivered to me from the royal

library : each was contained in one large volume, written, in a beautiful manner, and
handiomely adorned with painting and gilding.

My Bengal draftsman, whofe labours were principally di£l:ated by Dr. Buchanan
in the delineation of plants, met at Ummerapoora with a brother artift in a Siamefe

painter,* who was employed by the court. I'his man, though not fo ikilful as the

perfon in my fervice, was neverthelefs of much utility ; he furniflied me with feveral

drawings, defcripiive of the coftume of the country, which, though executed with

little tafte, were finilhed with the moft perfeft fidelity. Among other things, he
brought me a reprefentation of the Shoepaundogee, or royal barge ufed by the King
when, he goes in Itate on the water ; the painter reported, that the length of the vefTe!

was a hundred cubits (more than one hundred and fifty feet) : I faw it through a

glafs, but at too great a diftance to obferve more than the elevated ftern, the royal

piafath in the centre, which occupied the place of a maft, and the fplendour of the

gilding, with which it was entirely covered. The King poffefles a great variety of

boats : fome of them we had an opportunity of viewing, but the Shoepaundogee is by
far the moft magnificent.

The Birman month of Sandaingguite, which had juft expired, is a feafon of univerfal

feftivity and rejoicing, and on the three terminating days folemn homage is paid to the

King, to the Engy Teekien, and to the principal Queen. At the court of the latter,

all the wives and daughters of the nobles pay their refpefts, unaccompanied by their

huibands or any male attendants ; and in this affembly as much ftate and ceremony

are obfervcd as at the court of His Majefty. The rank, which each lady bears in right

of her huiband, is exprefled by her drefs and ornaments ; female priority being not

lefs Icrup.duufly maintained, than precedency amongft men. We regretted extremely

that their culloms did not allow us to attend the Queen's court, in the fame manner

as that of her ill'jilrious mother. Age and widowhood, it feems, gave the latter a

privilege of receiving vifits from the other fex, without violating decorum or incurring

.reproach.

Duriug the fifteen days of this " decreafing moon," the city was illuminated every

night ; lanterns made of diflerent coloured tranfparent paper were fufpended from
bamboo i'caffolds, and difpofed in various fhapes, which produced a pleafing efFeft

when fecn from our refidence on the oppofite fide of the lake. The fuperior bril-

'iaiicy of the lights at the palace was diftinguilhable above the reft. The Birmans ai'e

iingularly expert in the difplay of fire-works of every defcription.

On tb>? 13th of 0£lober, I received a verbal meffage from the Engy Teekien, that

in. fhould be glad to fee me on the following day, whcii he meant to lay afide tha

parade
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parade of fiatc, and honour me with an unccfomonious recoptlon. I cniliraccd wiffi

pleafurc an opportunity of an interview unincumbered with lin; tornialitics of reqal

pomp, and, accompanied by a few attendants, proceeded on horl'cliaek to Iiis palace

at the appointed lime. As foon as my arrival was announced, I was iiuiiudiately intro-

duced without the previtnis ceremony of waiting hi tlie rhoom. On this occafion he
did not, as formerly, exhibit himfelf from a cafement window like a p.>p;od, but was
feated at the upper end of the liall, upon a couch richly adorned with thf eudom.uy
ornaments. His drefs was very fimple ; he wore a white veil of line mulhn, with a

lower garment of filk, and his head was Ixnmd with an embroidered fiikt. Several

perfonages of rank were prefcnt, habiteil alfo in a plain manner, but diltinguillied by
their gold t/.aloe, or chain of nobility. The deportment of the Prince at this interview

was perfedly frank, and free frojii oftentation ; I was difappointed, however, in his

converfation ; I expected that he would, by enquiring into the (late of the Britiih

provinces, and the caufes of their proiperity, liave fought for information that might
hereafter prove beneficial to the country over which he is one day prcfumptively

to reign. His difcourfe took a quite diilerent turn ; he alked only frivolous queftions,

and endeavoured to amufe me by the prattle of two Inrightly children, his daughters.

Half an hour having been fpent in this trifling mannci-, 1 withdrew, and paid a vifit to

the Maywoon of Pegue, who told me that it was \m intention to accompany us back
to Rangoon, where he would order every neccH'ary to be provided for our convenience

and accoinniodation.

The diftance to which our boats were obliged to remove, rendered the tranfport-

ation of our baggage a W(,rk of labour : after conveying it acrofs the lake, it was
to be laden on carts, and drawn for two miles over w hat was now a plain of fand,

but at the time of our arrival had been a wide Ihcet of water, navigated by veifels of

confiderable burthen. The communication between the lake and the river was now
completely clofed.

On the 23d of October we began to fend ofT our heavieft articles. The commiflary,

or kyewoon, had taken care to provide a carriage and labourers, the cxpence of

which we were not fuffered to defray ; what I gave to the people, was confidered as

a private gratification.

Having embarked moft of our baggage, Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan, with a pro-

portion of the attendants, left me early on the 25th, in go on board the boats : I

remained until evening waiting for fome papers which I expeded from the city. Horfes

were in readinefs for us to mount, on the oppc fi'e fide of the lake.

On leaving Tounzemahn, as the boat puihed from the fliore, I looked back

with pleafure at the grove, under the fliade of which we had refided, and bade

a glad but not unthankful adieu to an habitation where i had experienced kind

hofpitality, and fpent three months in a manner that could not fail to imprefs tne

with a lalting recollection of the fcene. To be placed in fo fingular and interefling a

fituation, cannot often occur ; nor can the images created by it be cafily obliterated

from the mind.

Riding acrofs the plain over which I had lately failed, I perceived that part of it

wa.s already under tillage, but the largeft })ortion was left for paflure. During the

inundation, canoes navigateti between the houfes of the lower fuburbs of the city,

and all communication w;us maintained by Water ; but carts now plied in dulb' lanes,

and the foundations of the buildings were at lead fifteen feet above the level of the

river. Our boats were at a crccit called Sakyingua, where a number of trading

VOllel'.
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velTcls were alfo moored, fome of them of confiderable burthen. The noife of the

boiit-mcn on the bank, and the fmoke from the fires which they made, rendered the

fituation by no means aj^rceable.

Various caufts confpired to detain us at Sakyingua creek until the 39th. In the

interval I received a Aiort letter from the principal Woongee, direded to the

Governor-general of India, containing a dcfire of the King to procure certain religious

books written in the Shanfcrit language ; likewife that a Bramin, well verfed in

iillronoiny, might be fent from Bengal to his court, to inllrufl: his own profeflbrs

of whofe ignorance in that fcience His Majelly was fully fenfible. The letter,

however, laid as much ftrefs on the purity of the preceptor's caft as on the extent

of his knowledge, and comprehended a curious addition to the requell, that a

Bramin woman Ihould accompany the fage, with a view, I imagine, of propagating

a race of hereditary allronomers. I informed the Woongee, in reply, that Bramins

of learning have an invincible diflike to leave their native country, even for a limited,

period ; but to emigrate with their families, I conceived, was an aft to which no
tL'tri])tation would induce them : \ added, that the principles of the Englilh govern-

ment did not allow of force being «fed, to compel a fubjeft into exile, who had not

by any crime forfeited the protedion ot the law. This, I dare fay, was not very

intelligible doftrine to the defpotic monarch of Ava, and at all events muft have been
perfedly novel.

Whilft we remained at this place, one of our people received ill treatment from
the natives, which was remarkable, as being the firft inftance that had occurred.

Dr. Buchanan, defirous of enriching his colledion of plants with every rare pro-

duction of the country, ufed to employ a peafant boy of Bengal to gather herbs for

him, whom he every day fent for that purpofe into the fields. The followers of the

Prince of Tongho happened to refide in this quarter, a clafs of men notorious among
Birmans for their infok-nce and diflionelly : the lad unluckily chanced one day to meet
a party of thefe ruffians, who took from him his knife, balket ajid turban, and, threaten-

ing to put him to death, fo fri^^htened him thr' ae botanized no more till we were out

of their reach. 1 had ' "fore heard much ot tl.? ferocity of thefe people, who were
very numerous; report made their numbers i. .;

' oufand : they were always
quarrelling with the follower"^ of i!>i' other Prince;,

j .rticularly thofe of the Prince

of Prome. It was faid, that the King had on one occafion, whilft we ./ere at

llmmerapoora, fliarply reprimanded his fon, the Tongho Tekien, and confined his

Woon, or minifto> , ^or not keeping his people in better fubjection. I took no notice

of their conduft ; it was not expedient at my departure to make a public complaint of
fuch a petty outrage.

The river, which three mo'.iths before had difplayed an uninterrupted expanfe of
fcveral milc\s, was now broken into feparate Itreams, furroundirg numerous iflands,

which had j\iit emerged Irom the inundation. The principal branch of the river,

even in its diminilhed ilate, was a mile wide. Dr. Buchanan and I croff^d in a fmall

boat to an ifland where fome fifliermen and guv • . had begun to erect huts, in which
they refide Until returning floods in the enfui.ig year force them to abandon their

habitations. They feenicd to have the means of comfortable livelihood
; their gardens

were already fown with the fweet potatoe, convolvulus batatas, pulfe, and brenjals,

folanum melongena ; the latter are ufually tranfplanted. The foil was extremely dry,

notwirhftanding it had fo recently been covered with water, and the pafturage was
luxuriant. The inhabitants poflelVcd cattle and poultry in abundance, and doubtlefs

were iupi d with excellent fifli.
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V.arly on tlip SQtIi, tlio Maywonn of Prfjuc vlfitcd me, in a very lumlfumo war-bnat

pildcd ro llu! water's cclj;c, accnmpaiiial l)y Icvcral otht-rs that were plain ; lie invit ]

me on board, and wc look our feats on the prow, which in Kirnian boats, is alw.r,-.

the place ofdipnity. When we left the fliore, the whole fleet piifhit! oft' and followi.l

us ; the niorninj^ wns lino, and the wafer finooth, whiKl the ipires of Unitnerapooia

in our Hern, the white temples and lofty hills of Chap;aitig oppofite, and the fort of

ancienf Av-i Sr'ow, formed a very cheerful prolpect. We rowed t(» Cliagaiii|[;,

wheff, ii. ' if our arrival, the Maywoon took leave of me, to return to ilu>

capitU, hiivifig ijufinefs to detain him a few days longer ; he, however, promif.'d

to o\ert.»ke us on the way down, his boats being better adapted than ours (or

-expedition.

After dinner, Doftor Buchanan and I walked ovit to view the fort of Chagnin^r,

vhich in tl.e days of Namdoo I'ravv had been the feat of empire : wc entered uiul^r

a gateway, the arch of which "'as wide and well turned. 'J'his fort had nnhing to

dilUnguifh it from o'L r.-. uiul iiave b'en already defcribcd ; it was not nearly 1..

iarge as that of Ummei aporra, or even equal in extent to the lines oi ancient Ava,

the defences were fullcr.d to fall into ruins, r.'id the houfes were meanly built

among weeils and rubhifh. We obferved a wi-ll fupplied herb n.arket, which \v;;s

attended wholly by women. Parting through the tort, we crofled a narrow foflo

on a haiidlome wooden bridge, the lengih of \vhicli indicated, that during the

inonfoon, the inundation extended to a confiderahle diftance ; and :i little fartiier,

ve came to the great road leading to the Nleengoung. On otir rigiit, lay the low

conical hills, whole fummits crowned with white temples, form fu h confpicuo s

objeds from the river. Advancing about a mile, we arrived at a village call il

Oderua, or Pot Village, from its being a manufadory of earthen-ware. 'Hit'

latenefs of the evening prevented our further progrel's. \Ve returnc^d by a road lh;ir

led to the left of the fort, palling in our way a neat village fituated near the banks of

ihe river.

By means of our horfes, we now enjoyed a convenii nco which i
• corning up tc

did not polVefs. A platform had been conllrucled in a broad boat, pable ofciii-

taining H/e horfes: we brought three from the capital, and added two others on 'he

way down : little trouble was occafioned by embarking or landii c^ fhem ; the

Binnan prooms were expert, anJ the beafls traclablr?. Early next mo ning we
mounted, and puriued the route of the preceding evening. Numerous temples incd

the road on either fide, but one only ol the number attracted particular nn
;

it was furr nmded by a high brick wall, from which elephant's htals, forniv of

maionry, we-e protnulrd in inch a manner as to give the wall an aj^pearance of [ning

fupported on the backs of thole animals; the tempif was a pyrannd of brick, alunit

one hundred feet liigh, ornamented with a giliied umbrella. Paihng through I'ot

village, v^ came to a town called Kyeock /eir, remarkable for being the groat

manui.i.cfory of marble idol;-, the in'.iabitani- of which were ftatuarics by trade. 1 (hw

thirty or forty large yards crowded with arlifls a; work on images of various fizi's,

but all of the fi»me p^rfonage, (iaudma, fitting crofs-legged on a pedeflal. 'I'lu'

quarries, whence t! • mai. rials are procured, a'-e Diily a few miles diflant ; the marbK' is

brought hither in leUl' blocks; and aftor being faihiuneJ, the images are publiclvfnld

to thole who ha- ^rac enough to purchafe tlv/m. 'I'he largell that I obltrwi!, a

little exceeded the '.umai: fize, the price of which they laid, was one hundred tackil'^,

twelve or thirteci. pouniis, but lome diminutive (Jaudmas were t be difpofed oF,

•as low as two or three tjckals. 'ihe lecdegee or Ilccrfman of my boat, bought (iiio

to
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fide ; to\v;u' the lea not To well, but it is fecuri-d by a very dangerous bar, NfHidi

will not adii f fhips couiinj}; iKart-r tlio Ihore than three or four miles. There an*

lomc rigiilar Dutch troops in the garrifon, and a tew native militia ; there was alfo

lu're f)art of a I'Vinth ngimont, which the Dutch borrowed during the late war.

I'ruvifions of every kind are to be had hert* in the gr^-ateft plenty. The loth

failed; on the I5tii, we came to anchor in Tellitherry roads ; i6th, having received

a very polite invitaiien from my friend and fchool-fillow Mr. Ince, I went on fliore,

and fpent feveral vciy pleal'ant days with him.

TtliUhtrry.] Auioiig oilur pl;tces I faw in and about Tellicherry, I hat' a view

of the Ibnihcaiions, or rather of the regular lines drawn round Tellicherry, for tha

defence of the place againfl the Nabob llyder All, during the late war. Ihefe lines

are exceedingly llrong ; they take in a Ipace of about three miles and a half in circum-

ference, and are well tlefended by batteries and redoubts; a river runs parallel to the

wedern angle, which breaking oil from thence runs among the hills: here the Knglifh

troops f iidained a fevere fiege for fuveral years, againd the army of I lyder, under the

command of Sadik Khan; however, on the arrival of Major Abingdon with a rein-

forcement from the IJombay fettlement, the garrifon made a niofl fpirited and fucceff<.

ful fally, in whieh having defeated the enemy ar.d killed great numbers of them, they

at length compelled then\ to raife the fiege; obtaining, at the lame time, a confiderable

booty of horfes, tents, and elephiuils. The general of the cnei y was dangeroufly

wounded and t.iken prifoner, and died a few tlays after, of that and a broken heart, at

Tellicherry. 1 am informed that if he had lived and returned to the prcfencc, he

would have been caflu'ered, as the Nabob Hyder hail fet his heart on the reduction of

the place, lie lies buried elofe to the fort of Tellicherry ; a tomb has been erefted

to him, in which lamps are continually burning, which many MufTidmen vifit out of

rcfpeft to the memory of the decealed. The lines in fome parts appear rather out of

order, as they have not been thoroughly repaired fince the fiege of the place, and 1

am inclined to think a great nutnber of troops vould be requifitc for their defence

againit a refolute enemy, owing to their great extent ; they are now repairing through-

out, as the governnient entertain an idea of the importance of the place, which is cer-

tainly confiderable, in cafe of a war witli llyder, as by his being in pofTeflion of it he
might greatly injure the other fettlements of the Englifli on the Malabar Coaft.

The garrifon of Tellicherry confifls generally, hi time of peace, of one battalion of

fepoys, a company of artillery, and fbmetimes a company of European uifantry ; they

are alio able to i ;iil"e about three thoufand native militia. The view of the country

round Tellicherry is very pleafant, confifUng of irregular hills and vallies. The boun-

daries of the r.nglifh are terminated by the oppofite fide of the river, and at a very little

dillaiice is a (Irong fortrefs of the Nabob llyder; if the lines were once to be forced,

the place would foon fall, the fort of Tellicherry itfelf having lio kind of defence.

Telliclierry is eflcemed by all who refidc there, to be one of the healthieft places in

hulia, Europeans feldom dying there; it ih alfo much reforted to by convalefcents

:

the lea produces plenty of very fine y;lcrs, and provifions of all kinds arc to be had

in abundance.

I obferved, in the Company's garden, the pepper vine, which grows in a curious

manner, and li inething fimilar to the grape ; the pepper on it, when fit to gather, ap.

pears in fmall bunches ; it is in fize fomething larger than the head of a fmall pea;

the pepper, lu/wcvcr. for the Company's fhlps' camoes, is brought from fome diftance

in the country. Tcili>-herry alfo produces the coffee tree.
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Oh the afiih, in the evening, wc failed ; ami oi 'I e n^^h wo anchored in the roadi

of Ooa, off the Foi i Algiiarda.

Goa.'] G(>a in a lar^je city, and wns once populous ; it is the capital of the Por-

tiiguelb fettlenients on tiiis fule the Capo of CJoud Hope; it is the refidence of a Cap-

lain General lent from Portugal, who lives in great IpleiKloiir. The city Hands upon
the banks of a river of the fame name, about twelve miles didant from the entrance

of the harbour : the view up this river is truly delightful, the banks on either fide are

adorned with churches, and country feats of the Portuguefe, interfperfed with groves

and vallics ; the river has feveral plealini; openings as it winds along, its banks are

low, but the hills behind rife to an amazing height, and add grandeur to the fpedacle,

preatly tending alfo to beautify the profpeCK The city of Goa itfelf is adoriic'. with

many fine churches, magnificently decorated ; and has feveral handfome C( iivcnts.

The church of Saint Augudine is a noble (Irudure, and is adorned in the imide by

fnany fine pidurcs ; it (lands on the top of a hill, from whence you have an extenfive

Vi.'W of the city and adjacent country : it is a circumltance that has always been ob-

fervcd, and very juflly, that the Portuguefe have ever chofen the fpots for their con-

Vents and churches in the mofl delightful fituations. I have obfcrved it in the Brazils,

and the inhabitants of Goa have by no means failed in attention to this point, all their

public buildings being well fituated. The body of this church is fpacious, and the

grand altar-piece fniimed in the nioft elegant Ilyle. The building of the choir is of

Gothic architedure, and therefore of antiquity. This church has a convent adjoining

to it, in which live a fet of religious monks, of the order of St. Auguftine : fome of

the brothers of this convent have given popes and canlinals to the Roman See, as ap.

pears by their portraits which are hung up in a neat chapel dedicated to St. AuguUine,

the patron of tne order. Adjoining to this church is a convent of religious women,
who have taken the veil, and are therefore prohibited trom all kind of intercourfe with

the world : thefc chiefly confifl of the daughters and nieces of the Portuguefe inha-

bitants of the place ; and a fum of money is generally given with them, on their en-

trance into the convent. A little lower, on tiie declivity of the hill, (lands another

church, dedicated to the Bon Jcfus, in which is the chapel of Saint Francifco de

Xaviere, Mihofe tomb it contains : this chapel is a moft fuperb and magnificent place

;

the tomb of the faint is entirely of fine black marble, brought from Li(bon; on the

four fides of it the principal adlions of the life of the Saint arc mofl elegantly carved

in balTo relievo ; thcfe rcprefcnt his converting the different nations to the Catholic

fcith : the figures are done to the life, and moft admirably executed : it extends to the

top in a pyramidical form, which terminates with a coronet of mother-of-pearl. On
the fides of this chapel are excellent paintings, done by Italian mafters ; the fubjeds

chiefly from fcripturc. This tomb, and the chapel appertaining to it, niuft have cod

an immcnfe fum of money ; the Portuguefe juflly efteem it the greatefl rarity in the

place. In the valley below is another convent for young ladies who have not taken

the Veil ; out of this convent the Portuguefe and others who go there may marry :

fome of the ladies have fmall portions, others none. As far as I could learn, the ce-

remony obferved on taking out one of thefe ladies is as follows : When a gentleman,

aft^ vifiting often at the grate, (liall have chofen one to whom he wi(hes to pay his

addrefles, an exchange bf rings between the parties is firfl made ; after which the

fovcr is permitted to vifit his midrefs in the convent, in the prefence of one of the

matrons j then if he (lill holds his purpofe, he is obliged to make a folemn promife of

marriage, ia the prefence of the archbifhop of the place ; which being done, he may

1
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take her awny whiMU'vor ho ploafos : after which the archbiniop niarrie*" i> "n. It is,

however, ti) hi- oljIi-Tvod, ih.tt tltc lover, whoever he is, mu(l hr(l ma' >• ^jro^-flion of
the Koinan C'aihuHc perfuafion, otherwife no connection would bo 'ilc-vve.', I law
three of the young ladies, who were really fine fjirls, and could not lu/jj niakin^r fome
rctledions on their unhappy fituation ; fluit up m a wretched convent, where they

limit pine away their youth, unlefs capricious chanc^ (hould befiiend them in the ap-

pearance of a hulhand : and being deprived «)f the company of men, for whom they

were fornud to grace focicty and create alfedion, they mail, if capable of refledion,

think thenifelvos moil unhappy.

The (^aptain-Gen«'ral of (Joa is alfo Connnander hi Chief of all the Portuguefe force»

in the Kail Indies. '1 hey have here two regiments of European infantry, three legions of
ft'poys, three troops of native light horle, and a militia ; in all, about five thoufand men.
Goa is at prelent on the decline, and in little or no ellimation with the country powers;
indeed their bigotry and luperftitious attachment to their faith is fo general, that the

inhabitants, formerly populous, are now reduced to a few thinlv inhabited villages
j

the chief part of whom have been baptized ; for they will not luffer any Muflfulman

or Gentoo to live within the precinds of the city j and thefe few are unable to carry

on the hufbandry or manufadures of the country, 'i'he court of Portugal is obliged

to fend out annually a very large fmii of money, to defray the current expences of

the government ; \yhich money is gcncndly fwallowed up by the convents and fol-

diery. If other meufures arc not purfuod, Goa muft, in a very few years, fink to

nothing : though it is evident that the internal decay of the government has been oc-

cafioned by the opprellion and bigotry of the priefts, and the expulfion of fo many
ufeful hands ;

yet the court of Portugal cannot be prevailed upon to alter its mea-
liires, although the flouriftiing fituation of the Enghlh and other European fettleinents

(and of which one caule is certaudy the mild and tolerant principles adhered to in points

of religion, provided it interferes not with the affairs of government) is continually

before their eyes. The Nabob Tippo has lately fliewn an inclination to attack them,

but was fuddenly called off by the Marratas : the Portuguefe much fear he will return;

and fhould he, there is Httle doubt but that the place will furcender to him. The glo-

rious times of Albuquerque are now no more.
;
power and weali 'lave long fincc taken

their flight from the difcoverers of the Eaft ! There w.is f( ; an mquifition at

f'.na ;s black outfide

vithin its walls

!

! the Captain-

nany of the

.. i";iw the light-

this place, but it is now abolilhed ; the building flill remain

appears a fit emblem of the cruel and bloody tranfadions i). •
j \

Provifions are to be had at this place in great plenty sin i p- r!

(iencral lives in great flate ; he is a well-bred man, au ' loul r

'

Englifh, whom he treats with great hofpitality.—24tljj f? !, ! ;

'^

bouie at Bombay, about nine in the morning.

Bombay.^ 1 he ifland of Bombay is in the pofTcflion of the £nglifh Eafl India

Company ; rt is fituaied on the Coafl of Conkan, in Lat. 19 North, and Lonj^. yz. 38,

Kaft ; it was granted, as part of the marriage portion with the Infanta of Portugal," to

Charles U. The harbour is capable ot contuining three hundred fail of fliips with the

created faf-'ty : there is alfo a moll excellent dock, in which fliips of his Majefly's

iquadron, and others, are repaired, refitted, and completely equipped for fea. They
build alfo here all forts of veffels ; and the workmen in the yard are very ingenious

and dexterous, not yifldin^ to our bed fhip-wrights in England. This iiland is very

beauiiful, and as populous tor its fize as any in the world ; merchants and others com-

ing to fettle here from the different parts of the Deckan, Malabar, and Coromandcl

;

as well as the Guzeral country : ainongfl thofc of the' iatter place, are many Pcriee

H u a fan.ilies

;
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families } thefe arc dclccnded from the remains of the aticient Gubrcs, or worfliippcrs

of fire : moft of the country merchants, as well as the menial forvants of the illand,

are of this faith. 'I'hey are very rich, and iiave in their hands the man-igcnunt of all

mercantile afl'airs. Thoir religion, as far as I could gain any information, is much
corrupted from the ancient worfhip ; they acknowledge that feveral Hindoo forms and

cercnionies have crept in amongft them, probably in compliance to the natives, in order

to conciliate their affedions. 1 have heard it obferved, however, that the Hindoo
religion does, in itfelf bear fome analogy to the anciint Perfian worlhip : it fecms

their facred book, the Zend, which is faid to have been written by their celebrated

prophet Zerduflit (called by us /.oroafter), is at prefent only a copy of a few centu-

ries; which mult, of courfe, invalidate its authenticity ; as that prophet, according to

the Perfian hillorians, lived more than three thoufand years ago ; and indeed it is an

indifputable fad, that what religious books were in being at the time oi the Grecian

conquefts of that country, were carefully colktled anil burnt, by the exprefs orders of

Alexander, and were totally dcftroyed at the fublequent conquells of that country by

the Saracens : at which period alfo happeneil the introiludion of the Mahomcdan re-

ligion. By thefe niean:» their religion and language imderwent a total change, the

V('ry traces of both which have long fince difappeared, as is evident by the many fruit.

lefs efforts made to decypher thofe infcriptions dill difcernible on the walls of l\'rfe-

poUs, bearing not the leall analogy to any charader now exifling. Hence it may be

inferred, that what is now given as the ancient charader and language of this cele-

brated people, is no more than an invention of a later date, and there remains not a

probability that their real Zend will ever be known. The illand of Bombay is about

eight miles in length, and twenty in circumference : the molt remarkable natural cu-

riofity the ifland produces is a fmall fifli ; this filh, according to the defcription of a

irentleman who has feen it, and from whom I received my information, is in form
omewhat like a mufcle, about four inches long, and has u[)()n the top of its back, and

near the head, a fmall valve, on the opening of which you difcover a liquor of a (troiig

purple colour, which, when dropped on a piece of cloth, retains the hue. It is found

chiefly in the months of September and October ; and it is obferved tlie female <i(h

has not this valve, which diilinguilhes the fexrs. It is not improbable to fuppofe tliar

this fifli is of the fame u;'tiire as the ancient ISIurex or Hiell filh, by w liich the Romans
attained the art of dyeing to fuch perfection ; and is fimilar to that found formerlv on

the coalts of 'I'yre. 'I lie (lonipany's forces at this Prefidency confiit of eight bat-

talions of fepoys, a regiment of liuropean inlantry, aiul a corps of I'uropeaix arlillorv

and engineers. During the late long and very levere war, the Bonibay troops have

diltinguilhed themfelves in a jwciiliar manner, and the campaign of Bedanore, and the

ficges of Tellicherry and Mangalore, will long remain teilimonials of high military

abilities, as well as of their bravery and patiince under fevere duty. The breed of

flieep on this illand is very inditlerent, and all the necelfaries of life are much dearer

than in any other part of India. A work on this ifland is worthy of obfervation ; it

is a caufeway on the fouthern part, abeut a mile in length, and forty feet in breadth,

eight of which <m e. vh lide are of folid ilone ; the remainder in the centre is filled up

with earth, a cement of clay, and other materi;.ls ; tin; whole forming fuch a body as

will endun; for many ages. This work ki-ps up the communication with the other

parts of the ifland during the I'eafon of the JNIonloon, which would otherwife overtlow

it, and caufe infinite damage.
Dec. 13th, after being detained feven months at this ifland, for want of a pafi'age,

I at length embarked on board an Arabian Ihip, bound ior Bull'ora, in comp;ujy with

c.ajpuuu
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Captain Mitchell and Licuts. James and Curry, of the Madras niilirary cflabliflimenr,

who were on their way to F.urope over land. We had on hoard an exact epitome of

Afia, being a colleftion of Armenians, Perfians, Anibians, Ethiopians, Jews, Greeks,

and Indians, who created as much confafion of tongues as at the building of the tower

of Babel. On the 24lh, in fh evening, we faw ^.ape Rofalgate ; and on the ift of

January, 1787, came to ancnor in the'harhour f)f Mufcat. The entrance into this

harbour is truly pidturcfque ; it has a bold fliore, with a range of high mountains ex-

tending about fixty miles in length tr<im Cape Rofalgate (which is oppofite the Scin-

dian Gulph), to Mufcat, and forms a very grand natural profpetl : the ruggednefs of

the rocks marking very charadterillically the country of Arabia. The itmer harbour

is guarded by two forts, very indilferently fituated. Mufcat itfclf is a place of con-

fiderable trade, as well with the Arabian and Perfian Gulplis, as with Surat, Bombay,
and the Coafts of Malabar and Coromandel. The town, as is ufual in moft Eafterii

countries, is badly built, and the flreets very narrow ; they have, however, a good and
well firnilhed bazar, roofed at the top ; the ftreets crofs each other at right angles,

and to each is allotted its pa: 'cular mcrchandife for fale. Mufcat lies in lat. 23" 15' N.
oppofite to the Gulph of Ormuz, and is governed by an Imaum, or independent prince,

over the province of Oman^ of which Mufcat is the capital. This province of Oman
is a part of Yemen, or Arabia Felix ; the Imaum refides at a diftance of two days

journey inland, where he lives in fplendour ; his Vakeel Shcick Khulfaun received us

with great civility. The whole country round this place is one continued folid rock,

without a blade of gral's, or any kind of verdure to be feen ; but this ^Jrrennefs the

natives affirm to be amply recomiienfed by the fertility and beauty of the inland coun-

try ; as indeed it ought to be. 'l"he refledion of the fun from thefe rocks nmll ne-

ccflarily caufe intenfe and almolt iniiipportable heats, which during the fummer feafon

are lb great, that all the natives, who are able, retire inland as foon as they commence

;

this, added to the fatal eflefts of the hnall pox, for which they have no cure, being

ignorant of the application of medicine, raufes the people in general to be afilided with

diforders in their eyes ; fo much lb, that you fcarcely meet one perfon out of three,

who has not vifibiy futfered from eitlier of the caufcs above mentioned. Several Gen-
too merchants refidc here, for the convenience of trade ; alio a broker on the behalf

of the Knglilh Maft Inilia Company ; but the government will not admit (though oftetv

iirgeil to it) of any European factory being eflabliflied. The police in Mufcat is ex-

cellent. On the Cfth of January, C'aptain James Mitchell, our fellow-palVenger, died,

to the great grief of us all ". we interred him the fame day, on (liore, at Mufcat; a

Dutch fliip lying in the harbour, commanded by Captain Stewart, faluted the corpfe

on going on Ihore with nine guns, as diil alfo an Englifli inow, there at the; fame time,

ills funeral was as decently conduced as circumftances would admit, and every atten-

tion pofTible was paid to his remains. On the 26th we failed for Buflbra. On the

4th ol February, we alfo loR Lieutenant Thomas James, another of our companions j

whofe bod / we committed to the deep. Shortly after, Mr. Curry and myfelf, who
were the oiily two remaining, fell lick of violent fevers, which lalted near a month,

and reduced us fo much, that we had reafon to exjieft the fame fate. On the iStli

oi February, arrived at Abu Shehr. Lieutenant Curry and myfelf went en fliore,

where we were received by Mr. Galley, the Company*s refident at that place,

/ibn Shehr.'] Abu Shehr is a luiall fea-port town on the copII of Perfia, and is

under the government of a Sheick, who is tributary to Shirauz. The Englifli Eafl;

hidiu Company have a factory here, but I believe little bufinefs is carried on, o\Ang to

the ruinous ftate of Ferfia j caravans come frequently to this place from Shirauz, ami

10 bring
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bring the cominoditrs of that city, which are exported to dilfcrent parts of India.

On the 9th of March, iny good friend, Lieutenant Curry, quitted me, ;ind proceeded
to BulFora : our parting was painful to us, as we had lately experienced many trying

I'cenes together, which cemented our friendfhip ; but our ft-parate dellinatinns made
it neceflary. An opportunity offering fliortly afterwards of proceeding to Shirauz, I

eagerly embraced it, although not yet tjuitc recovered from my fever, and accordingly

determined to fet out with acafila or caravan, juit then on the point of departure.

Set out for 5/6/rawz.] On the 15th of March, I left Abu Shehr : our cafila con-

fifted of about thirty mules, and twenty or thirty horfes ; thefe and camels being the

only mode of travelling made ufe of in this countr)'. Our firfl: day's march was about

four furfengs, or fixtccii Englilh miles ; the road at fetting out lay over a barren plain,

but the latter part of the way coming to fome verdure, we halted at a place called

Checanduck. The Perlian furfeng is the Troifxtrxvyx Parafaiiga of the Greeks, and
is equal in meafurement to nearly four Englilh miles. The 16th, we travelled four

furfengs, the moil part in the night, and arrived about eight o'clock in the morning,

near Berazgoon, a confiderabic and populous village, furrounded by a brick wall, aiu{

flanked with turrets, under the dominion, and dependent of Shirauz. Halted that day
and the jioxt, for the purpole of (hoeing the hoifes and mules belonging to the cafila,

preparatory to our afcending the mountains, which we were now approaching. 18th.

Moved at four in the morning, and about eight encamped near the village of Uowlakie,

diltancc thre^ furfengs. 19th. Moved at four in the morning, and a Uttle after i\\

entered the narrow pafs which is the road to the four mountains, and is exceedingly

ditficult, from the gre;\t number of loofe Hones. At nine encamped at fome diflance

on the other tide of the village of Dowlakie, at the foot of the firll mountain. W.-*

reckoned this day's journey three furfengs. The heat of thefe three lafl: days was
cxceflivo ; but they told me it would foon be changed to a piercing cold. 20th.

Marched at four in the morning, and began to afcend the firft mountain, which is very

hii;h, and the road almoft impaifable, from the vaft number of large?' loofc llones that

had fallon down on each fide in the way : near two miles of the latter part of the

afcent is ahndU perpendicular, and fo very narrow as only to admit of one perfon or

bead of burden palling at a time : the Icene was truly ilifagreeable and even danger-

ous, from the lleep precipices, and frequent flippin^; and falling of the horfes and
mules* ; our only means of lafety on one fide depending on a fiuall parapet wall, about

three feet high ; on the other the mountain towering up into the clouds ftrikes the

btholder with an awful dread ; a broad and rapid river runs at the bottom, which by
its roarnig adds to the terrific grandeur of the Icene. Having at length altained the

fummit, we were furpriied by the appearance of a level cxtcnfive plain ; when-as,

after dimming fuch a height, we might naturally have expected a defcent. This plain

is abcut four furfengs, or lixtcen miles, in extent ; it is lituated between the iiiouii-

faijis, and abounds in game, particularly the red-legged partridge, which we law in

great abundance. A little after nine we encamped at the village of Kliilht ; we Iutc

began 10 experience a ("enfible alteration in the weather. At Dowlakie, in the valliv

below, we wvvj almoll fcorched to dcatli with heat ; whereas the air on \\v\ top of

this mountam, and the plain of KhUht, is very fliarp and piercing, dillance three fur-

fengs. 21ft. Being the Perfian feitival of the Nooroze, or New Year's Day, we
halted. In the ancient times of i'erfia this day ufed to !)'• celebrated with great joy

and feftivity throughout the empire, and has (ince Ix-en kept as fuch under the Malio-

medan government. The people of the cafila mnde th'-mfelves as merry as their cir-

cumllances would adu.it of j and although in general the food of ihefe people is no

more
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more than a few datos and butter-milk, yet on this occafion the Cheharwadar, or

niaflcr of" the cafila, font to ihe neighbouring village, and procured Ibme mutton, which

ht gave to his men, and partook with them of a comfortable pilau. 2 2d. Moved at

four in the morning ; about fix afcended the fecond mountain, which is ftill higher

than the former, but the road not fo dangerous : we arrived, about nine, at the- village

of Comarige : at this place the Rah Dar, or toll-gatherer, demanded one toman (about

thirteen rupees), as a toll, although the cuftom for every paflTenger, whether European,

Jew, or Armenian, is only one piaftre, which is equal to one rupee. He alleged that

I was a Feringy (Chriftian), and therefore ought to pay more : as I had no refource,

I (hould have been obliged to comply, had not the mafter of the cafila oppofed the

impofition, and threatened to complain on our arrival at Shirauz ; on which the toll-

gatherer defillod. This day we travelled three furfengs, 23d. Moved at four in the

morning ; abou'. nine arrived at the city of Kazeroon, diftance five furfengs. 24th. Pro-

ceeded at five, and at half part eight arrived at the foot of the third mountain, fituated

on the confine of the plain, where the city of Kazeroon is built ; diftance three fur-

fengs. 25th. Moved at four in the morning, and began to afcend the third mountain,

which although not fo high and fteep as the two former, yet is fufficientiy fo to make
the afcent uneafy and difficult ; a great part of the road on one fide is made of mafons*

work entirely, the materials hiwn out of the mountain : it has a parapet wall of about

three feet high, like the former: its alcent is winding. About eight o'clock we ar-

rived in a moft delightful valley, by an eafy and gentle defcent ; entirely covered with

a fpecies of the oak and birch, which being fituated between two high mountains, is

extremely pleafant ; the air began now to be piercing cold, and we perceived the fiiow

lying very thick on the mountain before us, which we were to pafs the next day
;

proceeded on through the valley, and encamped about nine o'clock at the foot of the

fourth and laft mountain, in our journey to Shirauz ; diftance travelled this day three

furfengs. 26th. Marched at two in tlie morning, and began to afcend the mountain,

which thePerfians call the Peera Zun, or the old woman, by way of diflindion. This

is higher than all the former, and near twelve miles in length ; we were near five hours

in gaining the fummit, when a profpedf; opened to our fight, fcarcely to be equalled in

beauty, nor can imagination well conceive a more delightful one; although we beheld

it whilft the ruggedncls of winter was not yet well worn off, ftill the great quantity of

wood on its fide denoted it to be a moft delightful place for a fummer refidence ; the

view from the top is moft ftrikingly romantic, the three preceding mountains feeming

beneath your feet ; the fummit is covered with fnow, and in many places where the

rain had fallen, was ice of ccnfiderable thicknefs. Below, on each fide, we beheld

the vallies all opetung to the beauties of fpring, well watered by running ftreams, the

great lake on the plain of Kazeroon appearing in its full extent. I cannot but confefs,

that the fatigues of tha former part of the way were amply made up by the delight-

fulnefs of this profneft, the fharp clear air giving an increafe of cheerfulnefs and hila-

rity to my fpirits. By a fleop defcent we gained the plain below in about half an hour,

and at nine o'clock encamped near the village of Defterjin. This day we travelled four

furfengs and a half. ?.7th. Moved at four in the morning ; at a little after eight, ar-

rived at the village of Khoon Zineoon : near this village runs a very pleafant river,

which extends to Shirauz. Mr. Niebuhr has laid this down as the Rodheuna, pro-

bably from the people who gave him his information, calling it Rood Khoona, as that

name in Pcrfian implies a ft ream, or river ; the natives of the place mentioning it by

the appellation of Rood Khoona Zineoon, (ir the river of Zineoon. 28th. Moved off

at f(;ur, and at balf-paft nine arrived at a caravanferai in ruins, near the village of Chinar

Rehadar.
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Rehailrtt This day we travelled four furfengs. 20th. Moved a little after five, and

dt nini^ arnved in faf'ety, by the blefllng of God, at the city of Shirauz, the place of

mv deftiiiation, four furfengs.

S/jirat/z.'] Shirauz, the capital of Farfiftan, or Perfia Proper, is fituated in a valloy

of great extent and furprifing fertility ; thi; .alley is twenty-fix miles in length, and
twelve in breadth, and is furrounded on all iides by very high mountains : it lies, ac-

cording to Mr. Nicbuhr, in ^9" 30' 31^', abr>ut a liundred and ninety-fix miles to the

North-eaft of Abu Shehr. Tlie purity of the air uf this place has at all times been
celebrated, and with great juftice- The city in circumference is one furfeng and fixty

mcafured paces ; the fortifications, confidering th^ country, are tolerably good ; a

wall extends quite njund the citV; five-and-twcntj^feet high, and ten thick, with round
towers at the diflance of eighty paces from each other. Sliirauz has a mofl excellent

dry ditch around »:, the work of the late Vakeel Keriin Khan ; it is fixty feet in depth,

and twenty in breadth, and woidd alone, exclufive (A' tfie other works, enable llio

city to hold out a long time againd any power in Perfia, where artillery is but little

known, and lefs ufed. I he city of Shirauz has fix gates, of which (he following are

the names : id. Derwaza Bag Shah ; 2d. Der«aza Shah Meerza Hainza; 3d. Der-

waza Sadi, fo called from its leading to the tc-ib of that celebrated poet
;

4th. Der-

waza Cuffub Khana, adjoining to the flefh-mark.^
;
5th. Derwaza Shadaie ; 6ih. Der-

waza Kazeroon, leading to that city. Each of thefe gates has an appointed gunnl

allotted to it, of one hundred men ; and four Khans or officers, who every morning
and evening attend at the citadel in order to pay their compliments to the Khan, or in

his abfence to the ^ "glerb'.'g. It is the duty ot thefe guards to prevent all perfons

departing frotn the city who have not pcrmifiion i'o to do ; and il^ any pcrfoji, ob-

noxious to government, ci'capes, the officer's head anfwers for it. I was frequently

flopped by them in going out, before I obtained ;ui order from the government to have

free egrtfs and regrefs whenever I pleafed. The gates of the city are fliut at funfet,

and opened at funrife, during which periods no perlbn is permitted to pafs in

or out.

Within the city^ at the upper end, ncareft to the gate of Bag Shah, ftands the C!i-

tadel, which is built of burnt brick, and is a fquare of eighty vards circumference,

flanked with round towers, and encompafl'ed with a dry foile of the fame breadth and

depth as that of the city ; this is called by the Perfians the Ark, and is alfo the work
of Keriin Khan ; here Jaafw Khan, the prtfent poffelfor of Shirauz, refides ; it alio

ferves occafionally as a ft:ite prifon. At tl c door of the Ark is a painting, done in

very lively colours, reprefcnting the combat between the celebrated Perfian hero

Roflum, and Detb Sifeed, or the Wliite L>';nion. The (lory is taken from FerdoufiV

Shah Nama, and the figures are at full f:!ngth, but m1 proportioned. ()ppofi';e to the

citadel, in a larg'^ handfome fquare, is a galle'-y where the Khan's mufic, confining of

trumpets, kettle drums, and other inftruments, plays regularly at funrife and funfet.

When the Khaii is in camp, or on a jt)urney, thtfe are always placed in a tent near

him : one fide of this fquare leads to the Dewan Khiin, or chamber of audience, and

the other opens into a llrect which leads up to the great mofque. The D>-waii Iwhana

is a very handfome building, fituated at the upper end of a large garden, to which
you arr conducted through an avenue, planted on .ach fide with thj Perfian Clhinar

tree, u fpecies of the fycamore. This chamber is a larj^e building, of an oblong form,

with an open front ; the infide, about one-mird up the wail, is lined with white marble
from 1 auris, and the ceiling and other parts are orn.unented with a beautiful gold

eiumclled work, in imitation of the lapis lazuli : there are fevcral pidurcs in it

;

two
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to proteft us on the way do\rn. The workmen were extremely civil and coB»muiu«

cativc ; they would not part with their facred commodity^ I was told, to any
except Birmans ; but they anfwered our queftions with good humour ; and owf
curiolity neither excited I'urprife, nor gave umbrage. Their tools are fimple ; they

ihape the image with a chifel and mallet, and afterwards fmooth it by freellone and
water. Many of the idols were beautifully polifhed, which, I underftood, was
efteftedby rubbir.g the marble wiih three different forts of ftone; the firft rough,

th'? fecond finer, and the third fuch as hones are made of, the workmen afterwards

ul'o the palms of their hands. Tlii^ operation gives it a tranfparent cleamefs, fzt

fiirpafling the brighteft polifli of which European marble is fufceptible. Such iraagea

as were defigned for gilding did not iTceive fo high a finifliing.

Half a league further we came to where the temple of Kommodoo rears *ts mafiive

and antique pile. This venerable and curious edifice ftands on an eminence, which
renders it a confpicuouH object at the diftance of many miles. It is compofed of

lolid mafonry whhout ca\ity of any fort, and in fhape refembles a bell j there is a
high railing of wood encircling it, twelve feet diflant from the bafe ; the circum-

ference on the outfulc of the railing, by my meafur.ment, vsras four hundred paces,

perhaps three hundred and fifty yards, and the height did not appear lefs than three

hundred feet ; it ended in a clunify cone, unadorned by a fpire |Or the c.iftomary

umbrella, and exhibited a ftriking contraft to the elegant and ftill larger temple of

Shoemadoo ; indeed, the ftyle of its ftrudlure indicared, that it was built either by a

people poffefling totally different notions of architedure, or at a far more remote
period ; it was much the moft inelegant and heavy building that we had
fecu in the country. The roof had once been richly gilded, and the remains of
wooden galleries, from which the paint and gilding were not quite obliterated, lay

fcattered around ; thefe ornaments had probably been often renewed fince the firfl

ereftion of the temple. Kommodoo was once celebrated for its fanftity, and is ftill

held in great reverence ; many devotees were fauntering round the hrll, whilft;

others were proftrate at their devotions. The Birmans boaft of the antiquity of this

building ; they afcribe its rife to fupernatural agency, and fix its date further back
than the Mofaic sera : thefe, however, were the tales of ignorance, to conceal the

want of knowledge ; but the traces of long duration were certainly evident, and
from its fize and torm Kommodoo Praw feems likely to refill the effeds of time for

many ages.

From the fite of Kommodoo, we had an extended view of the river winding through

a rich and level country. A confiderable lake lay to the fouthward ; the plains were
now cultivating, whilft numerous villages and herds of cattle denoted population and
plenty. At a ftort diftance from the foot of the hill was a long avenue formed by a

double row of tamarind trees of uncommon ftatelinefs and beauty, rndtr the ftiadc of

which a line of (hops was erefted on either fide, where, befides provifions and cloth^

utenfils in brafs-ware, and fireworks, were fold. On a green, a Utile way retired from
the road, we obferved a nunibcr of people employed in making rockets, the tubes of
which were the folid trunks of trees bored after the manner of ^a pump ; in fonie,

the cavity of the cylinder was nine cr ten inches in diameter, and thu wood about

two inches thick ; the 'ength of thefe tubes varied from twelve to twenty feet

;

they were filled with a .mipofition of charcoal, faltpetre, and gunpowder, raisimed

in very hard. The enormous fize of Birman rockets has already been noticed, in

the account given of the fireworks of Pegue ; but feveral that we faw here far exceeded
thofe In magnitude. The large ones are fired from a high fcaffold erefted for the
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purpofe ; bamboos fattened together, of a length adapted to preferve the polfe, form

the tail of the rocket ; in this branch of pyrotechny the Birmans take particular delight,

and are extremely Ikilful.

The day was now far advanced, and the fun become powerful. Having fatisfied our

curiofity, we galloped back to our boats, a diftance of about feven miles. I took notice,

in my way, of frequent fheds built at the fide of the road, in which pots of water were

placed for the refreftiment of travellers.

Chagaing is the principal emporium to which cotton is brought from all parts of

the 'country, and where, after being cleaned, it is embarked for the China

market : females perform the labour of clearing it from the feeds ; thi? is effeded

by double cylinders turned by a lathe, which the woman works with her foot,

whilft (he fupplics the cotton with her hands. I was told, that the moft opulent

merchant in the empire relides at Chagaing, who deals folely in this article. In the

afternoon we loofed our boats and dropped down to Ava on the oppofite fide.

Early on the following morning, I walked out to examine the ruins of this

deferted capital. The difpofition of its ftreets and buildings nearly refembled that

of Ummerapoora at the prefent day. We could trace the feparate divifions of the

palace, amidd heaps of rubbifh overgrown by weeds and thorns : on the fpot where

but a few years fince the lotoo flood, and juftice was adminiftered to a mighty empire,

pulfe and Indian corn were now growing. Pafllng to the wedward, among ruinous

walls and fa'len temples, we came upon a goud road, and a miferable old woman,
•' the fad hi >orian" and living emblem of the place, pointed out the way to Logatherpoo

Praw, formerly the refidence of the Seredaw, or high priefl of the empire, where the

cololT.il image of Gaudma was dill to be viewed.

The area on which the ttMuplc dands, is a fquare furrounded by an arcade of

mafonry ; on each fide, nine cubical towers arc erefled, and fcveral buildings are

comprehendetl witliin the fpacc tnclolld by the arcade. The temple in which the

dupendous idol is placed, differs from the other pyramidical buildings, by having an

arched excavation that contains the image. ()u entering this dome, our furprife

was greatly excited at beholding liich a mondrous reprefentation of the divinity. It

wasa Gaudrua of marble feated on a pededal, in its cuftomary pofition. The height

of the idol, from the top of the head to the pcdedal on which it fat, was nearly twenty-

four feet ; the head was eight feet in diameter, and acrol's the bread it meafured ten

;

the hands were from five to fix feet long ; the pededal, which was alfo of marble,

was raifed eight feet from the ground. I'he neck and the left fide of the image

were gilded, but the right arm and flioulder remained uncovered. The Biririans

afferted, that this, like every other Gaudma which I had feen of the fame material,

was conipoled of one; entire block of marble ; nor could we, on the clofed infpediuii,

obferve any junction of parts. If what they faid was true, it remains a matter of

much curiofity, to difcover how fuch a ponderous mafs could be tranfported from its

aative bed, and raifed in this place. Ihe building had evidently been ereded over

the idol, as the entrance would fcarcely admit the introdudi<m of the head. No
intelligent Birman hap|x'ning t > be with us, all thai I could learn in anlwer to my
inquiries, wa.-;, that the image had been placed there r^n hundred years ago, by a K.ing

named Podoo Sembuan. Whatever may be its real hidory, it is an extraordinary

fpecimen of idolatrous extravagance.

On our return, we perceived a man driving a cart drawn by a pair of oxen, which

was filled with rubbifh fron> the ruined buildings. I learnt that he was carrying the

load "to a neighbouring brook to wadi it, expeding to difcover gold, filvcr, or I'ome

3 article
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airticle of value, which not unfrequently happened. Old Ava is faid to be the refort

of numerous thieves, who find fhelter and places of concealment among the decayed

religious edifices.

Our refearches being ended, we re-embarked and immediately got under way,

the boatmen ufing their oars with juft fufficient force to accelerate in a flight degree

our motion down a gently gliding current. The river, except in thofe places where

iflands divided its ftreani, was above a mile wide. A little before fun-fet, we
brought-to for the night on the left hand, under a high bank near the town of Sandaht,

and in the evening we took our cuftomary walk, which at this place was among
lanes, feparated by hedge-rows, inclofing fields planted with pulfe, fefamum and

Indian corn.

We left Sandaht betimes the next morning, and continued to float down the ftream,

with little exertion or labour to our people. The river having fallen at leaft fifteen

feet fince the time we came up, we could not, as before, obferve the towns and

villages on each fide, nor indeed could any objeft be feen that was not immediately

on the edge of the banks, which hung perpendicularly over the river, in many
places to a confiderable height ; but we knew when a town or a colleftion of houfes

was nigh, by the ftcps that were cur in the bank for the convenience of fetching

water. About four o'clock we pafled the place where the Keenduem unites with

the Irrawaddy. The mouth of the former did not feem to be much diminilhed

by the change of feafon. We brought-to in the evening, on the eafl: fide, in the

neighbourhood of a poor village, a fhort way below Tirroup Mew, where the

country prefented a cheerful afpett ;
grafs was growing, and cattle feeding in every

diredion.

On the following day, November 2d, we 'continued to travel in the fame tranquil

manner, the current ol the river flowing two or three miles an hour with an unruflied

furface. The weather was fcrene, and the temperature of the air moderate.

Abundance of water fowl, collected on the fands which had recently emerged from
the inundation, afforded us good fliooting. As we approached the city of Nioundoh, I

made inquiry concerning the excavations in the banks, which formerly had been

the r(.trcats of hermits, and was told that no perlbn would now venture to explore

them, as they had become the habitations of inimmerable fnakes and other noxious

reptiles. We brought-to in the evening among a fleet of at leaft two hundred large

trading boats, which were moored at the bank waiting to deliver or receive a lading.

Nioundoh is a place of much commerce, having ufurped all the trade that formerly

was carried on at Pagahm : cotton, japdnned-ware, and oil extrafted from fefamum,

are the principal articles of exportation. The land adjacent to the town did not

wear a more fertile ai'pcft than when we pafled it four months before ; no change of

icafon could eftcCl an alteration in its barren loll; but m the oppofite bank of the

river, rich crops were waving, and cattle !;Tazin^ in luxuriant pafture.

Early on the following day we left Nioundoh, and reached Pagahm by breakfafl:

time. Although the diflance by land is lo fliort that Nioundoh may be called the

riudern appendage to ancient Pagahm, vet we were above two nours between jhem,

owing to the circuitous courle of the river, which lengthens the way to eigni or

nine miles.

i\kntion of Pagahm has often occurred in tliii* Ba«cative, a cirv celebrated for its

numcn^us temples, and the traces with it bears ot £ornMr magnificence. To examine

its extenfive and various ruins with the accuracy of a fpeculatjve traveller, would

have occupied more time than we had to lpj»v. i>hort»y aiter the- fleet liad brought-to,
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I was viflted by the Mioudogee, or the pcrfon who governed the town and diftrift

in the abfence of the Prince ; he informed ine, that his royal maftcr was expeftcd

on the following day from Uminerapoora. In the afternoon we walked out to view

a vorv curious and ancienf. temple, which was repairing at the expence of the Engy
Tcekien, or Prince Royal. It was built of mafonry, and comprehended feverat

arches forming feparate domes, into which four arched porches led, that faced the

four cardinal points ; on each fide of the doors, in receflcs in the wall, were featcd

c5fj;mtic human figures made of ftucco, with large (taring eyes, and the head protruded

ft.rwarJ, as if to Io(^k at thofe who approached the thremold. Thefe, I was told,

were the fupematural porters of the doors, whofe power of perception was fuch, that

th y could penetrate the receffes of the human breaft, and difcover the fincerity of
devotion. The Mioudogee obforved, that it was the Prince's intention to gild this

temple ; and tl- .t four vife of gold, about the value of fix hundred pounds, were
already pre pared for ifiat purpoie j he added, that a confiderable fum of fdver had
been expended on the repairs.

We vtic on this occaiion informed of a circum fiance that (hews how eafdy an art,

once well known, may bo loll to a c<>untry from difufe and the capricioufnefs of

fofhion ; notwifhilanding that wcll-fomu'd arches of brick are lliil to be fecn in many
of the ancient temples, yet Birman workmen can no longer turn them. Mafonry has

not in latter ages been nnich pracUfcd } wooden buildings have fuperfeded the m^ . j

fclid llruitiires of brick and mortar.

On our return, the Mioudogee politely invited us to flop and reft ourfelves at his

houe. We accpttd the invitation, and were ulhered info a commodious dwx>lliiig

inclofed by a railing, where we found feveral perlons feated in a fpaciolis hall. Soon
after our entrance, the Mioudogee's wife came forth from an inner apartment, and
fat down by her hufband ; Ihe was attended by two temal(j fervants, and held by the

hand her daughter, a pntty delicate child about eight years of ago, who was not at

all alarmed at the fight of Grangers, but came and examined my hat and epaulette

with much engaging familiarity. Her fathv-r w \s extrem^-ly civil ; not knowi.ig that

we had horfes, he kindly offered us the ufe of his, if we chofe to remain another day,

and amufe ourfelves by riding through the ancient city, which was too exfenfive to he

traverfed in fo (hort a time on foot. Uodor Buchanan having exprelfed a wifli to

examine the Launzan, a rare fpecies of plant, he promifed to fend one of his people

on the following day, fome dilbncc off, to procure it lor him, which he pundually

performed. Such inffances of genuine hofpitality are amongit the highell gratifications

that a traveller can experience.

Next morning we mounted our horfes at an early hour, purfuing an eaftward direc-

tbn, on a road that led to hills called r<irroendong, about ten miles diilant, beyond

.which, and more foutherly, we perceived Poupa, a conical mountain mendoned in

our former journey. On each fide of the road, innumerable religious buildings ap-

peared in every (tage of dilapidation. At the diltance of two or tiiree miles from the

river, the foil became lefs Ixirren. A few inconfiderable gardens were inclofed by tiie

inhabitants, fown chiefly with Indian com and pulfe, and in fome places the cotton plant

was growing. We continued our ride five or fix miles, as far as a fmall village named
Minangdoo, where the ruins feem to end in that direction. There I faw for the firft

time a kioum, or nonaflcry, built of mafonry. We got back about twelve o'clock,

and found crowi* of people affembled at the water fide, waiting for the arrival of the

Princ* 'f Tagahm, who was hourly exp-'ded: all the men of dillindion belonging to

the city had gouc up the river tu meet him. la order to nuke more room near the

fpot
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fpot where he was to land, wc loofed our boats, and removed to a fituatlon lower down.
Shortly after tlie fleet came in fight. We were at too great a diftance to diftinguifli-

the Prince** barg^', the decorations of which were laid to be very handfome ; but

we faw an immenlc number of boats, and heard the ftiouts of tlie people, who weU
coroed their royal governor with every demonftration of joy.

Being unacquainted with the etiquette proper to be obferved on fiich an oc^fion,

I confulted the MIoudogee, whether a vifit from me was expelled, or would be

tr/.'eeable to the Prince. He replied, that my paying a vifit would lay the Prince-

ut.r\cr the neceffity oi' dcfiring our itay for two or three days, to partake of an enter-

taiiu.ient. Ac fuch a ceremony could not be convenient to him, and had no induce*

nient for me, I fent Baba-Sheen to apologize in my name, pleading hafle and the late-

nefs of the feafon as my excufe for not having the honour to wait uu him.

At fun-rife next morning the Prince of Prome pafTed by, with a very numerous
and noify retinue; from the number of boats there could not he ftwer than three or

four thoufand perfons : alt the boatmen were finging in unifon with the ftrokes of

their oars. The lvfa;\ x>nof Pegue, who was in his fuito, lent me a complinientary

mtffage, faying, that he meant to attend the Prince us far as Meeaday, his own Jag-

hire, or eflate, where he (hould wait our arrival.

We werr de' ^ed at Pagahm, by our boat people, till jiear ten o'clock, when we
pufhfd oft. The river, during the early part.of this day, where iflands of fand did

mit intervene, was ot Icfs than two miles wide : at one place, however, the channel

contraded, and the current rufli.d round a projefting rock with exceflive rapidity.

We law fevcral ranges of hills, fome of which approached near the river, but thefe

were of no confiderable magnitude. Ihe Arracan mountains, fifty or fixty miles-

di(bmt, which were vifible at intervals, towered high above the reft. In the

evening we reach d Silialnnevv, an ancient city, which had once been a place of

confiderable note. A lit.le way to the northward we perceived the ruins of a brick

fort cretted in a very judici'sus fituation ; the ditch and wall were ftill to be traced..

We had bet-n fo i.w.eh engaged, when we were here before, with the filk and cotton-

merch::nts who brought tlioir goods to f^ll, that we entirely overlooked the fite of

this fortrefs; an overfight that might eafily happen, as its ramparts and towers are

nearly level with the dull.
,

CHAP. XVJI. J, .- w lU Scmbcw^hcivn.— Politenefs of the Maywoon of Arracan.-^

7 anaivj^heoum.— ^Vi'!' of Pctroiciim.—Patanago.— Meeaday.-^ Friendly Attention

of the Maywoon of Pcguc.— Kayn^ or Mountaineers.— Strange Cujlom.-—Notions of

HiHgioiu—Pidloo.— Prome.— Viftt the Site ofan ancient City.— Pteinghee.—Maya-
honn. — Prejudice of Birman Bsat-vien. — Difagrecable Circumfiance. — Weficrn

River. — Demwbeu'.— Enter the Rangoon Branch of the Jrrwivadd- — Mofquetoes,-

Meet Captain Thomas.—Arrive at Rangoon.

Wr departed fro n Sillahniew at the cuftomary hour, and by nine o'clock in the

jnorring reached SeP">.bewghewn, on the eaft bank of the river. The town is a league

inland, but there is a vdlage at the place where boats ufually ftop. We perceived a

temporary houfe at fome diilauce, fuch as is built ioc ihe accommodation of a man of

ra!jk when he travels, furrounded by (mall huts, -.md were informed that it was tiie

encampment of the -.-"'vernor of Arracan. 1 his officer had been newly appointed,

and w:u- oa r s way to take pofleflion of his vice-royalty, which confers the title of

Maywoon on the pofftfl'oi", and is accounted one of the ^iglt iinpojrtant govemmeius
12 of
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of the empire. I fent a iticfTage to him with compliments, and a reqi eft that he would
forward a difpatch for me to Chittagong, the frontiL-r Britifh provir 'hat borders on
Arracan. He obligingly undertook the commiflion, and pundua lulfilled his pro-

mife. ' had afterwards the fatisfaftlon to know, that the firft advic<* which the

Govern .jci'eial received of uiy proceedings at Ummerapoora, wa!> by this con.

veyance.

Wv nntinucd at Sembewghewn only a fti' ; . .nc. I did not land, but the dodlor

went on fliore : he faw nothing, however, t'i.ii tnerifed particular notice. Mr. Wood
remained till the afternoon, to obferve the diftance between the fun and nio -n ; the

laiter being at this time vifible, and the Iky unclouded. We rowed till two o'clock,

at which hour we reached Yaynanghcoum, or Petroleum creek ; ;i plai already

noticed in our journey up the river.

Dortor Buchanan partook of an eiirly dinner with me ; and when the fun had
defcended ib low as to be no longer inconvenient, we mounted our horfes to vifii the

celebrated wells that produce the oil, an article of univerfal ufe throughout the Birman
empire. The face of the .country was cheerlcfs and (lerile ; the road, which wound
among rocky eminences, was barely wide enough to admit the paiTage of a fmgle cart

;

and, in many places, thi' track in which the wheels muU run w;is a foot and a half

lower on one fide than the othe» : there were fevcral of thefe lanes, fome more cir-

cuitous than others, according to the fituation of the fniall hills among which they led.

Vehicles, going and retuniing, were thus enabled to purine different routes, except

at particular places, where the nature of the ground would only admit of one road :

when a cart came to the entrance of I'uch i defile, the driver hallooed out to ftop any

that might interfere with him from the oppofiie fido, no part being futficiently wide

for two carts to pafs. The hills, or rather hillocks, were covered with gravel, and
yielded no other vegetation than a few Hunted bufhcs. The wheels had Worn ruts

deep into the rock, which feemcd to be rather a niafs of concreted gravel than hard

ft'\ne, and many pieces of petrified wood lay ftrewed about. It is remarkable, that

wiicjv'er thefe petrifadions were found, the foil was unproduflive, and the ground
\'v iUr!.,te of verdure. The evening being far advanced, we met but few carts ; thofe

\.'hl.h we did obferve woie drawn each by a pair of oxen, and of a length difpropor-

"'on te to the breadth, to allow fpace for the earthen pots that contained the oil. It

was a matter of furprife to us how they could convey lucK brittle ware, with any degree

of fafety, over fo rugged a road » each pot was packed in a feparate balket, and laid

on draw ; notwithllanding which precaution, the ground all the way was ftrewed with

the fragments of the veltols, and wet with oil ; for no care can prevent the fradlure

of fome in every journey. As we approached the pits, which '.vere more didant than

we had imagined, the country became lefs uneven, and tiie foil produced herbage

;

it was nearly dark when we reached them, and the labourers had retired from work.

There feemed to be a great many pits within a fmall coinpafs: walking to the neareft,

we found the apertire about four feet fquare, and tlie fidesj as lar as we could fee

down, were lined with timber ; the oil is drawn up in an iron pot, faftened to a rope

pafled over a wooden cylinder, which revolves on an axis lupported by two upright

ports. When the pot is filled, two men fake the rope by the end, and run down a

declivity, which is cut in the ground, to a diftance equivalent to the depth of the well

:

thus, when they reach l^' end of their track, the pot is railed to its proper elevation ;

the contents, water and oil together, are then difcharged into a cillern, and the water

is afterwards drawn off through a hole at the bottom. Our guide, an adive intelli-

gent fellow, went to a neiglibouring houfe and procured a well rope, by means of

which

houfe,

nience,

fcveral
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the badnefs of fh

readied our boais wii

which we were enablctl to nieafurc tiic depth, ami afcerta ed it to be thtrty-feven

fathoms, but of the quantity of oil at tlv bottom we could not judge : the owner of
the rope, who followed our guide, ;ifl[irin< d, that when a pit yielded as tniich as came
up to the wai ft of a man, it was deemed tolerably prod Yivc; if it reached to his

neck, it was abundant; but that which lofe no higher tljuu the knee was accounted
indifferent. When a well is exhauftcd, they reftore the fpnug by cutting deeper into

the rock, which isextrcivly hard in thole plan where the oil is produced. Govern-
ment farm out the groui it' t fupplies tlii.s ui ful eotnn.odity ; and it is again let to

adventurers, who dig well ai their own hazard, by which they fometimes gain, and
often lofe, as the labour ami cxpence of digging are conful rable. The oil is fold on
the fpotfor a mere trifle ; 1 iliink two or three hundred pots for a tackal, or half-a-

crov.n. he princi^nl charge is incurred by the traufportaiion and purc'^'^''" of vclfels.

We had but f ,ilf y 'd our .uriofity when it grew diirk, and bur guide ' MS not to

remain any long. , ad was faid to be infefted by tigers, thar ,'• , i * it night

amoi'U; thcToH' "t
, j ways through whieh we had to pafs. V.'. i. iuwed hia

advice, and rt 'h greater rifk, as I tl: 'Uglit, of breaking our necks from
lan of being devoured , y v\dd beads. At ten o'clock we
y mifadventure.

We left YaynangliLuuiii before funrife, and, committing ourfelvcs to the current,

glided almolt imperceptibly down the ftream, the boatmen lying in idle cafe, fomc on
the roof, and others on the lateral platforms of tite veil'el ; whilft their only occupa-

tion was finging, praying, and fleeping by turn: . The prefent manner of pa/ling their

time was a contrail; to what they experienced on the former journey, during which

their labour had been cxceflive and without interniilGon ; they all appeared pleafed to

return to Rangoon, where the neceflliries of life are much cheaper than at the capital.

We lay this night near the town of Patanago, a place already noticed. Walking out

in the afternoon, 1 darted feveral hares: the country abounds in game, and is beau-

tifully diverfified with hanging woods and rifing grounds.

The fleet parted from Patanago very early. Dodor Buchanan's boat going a-head

of the reft, he reached. Loonghee half an hour before his companions, and, profiting

by his celerity, went on fliore at this romantic fpot, where we had pafled feveral days

on our journey upwanls. He walked to fume diftance, in the hope ">f finding fruit

on a tree which about four months before he had kit in the earlicft ftage of blofl'om

;

but the fruit had fince that time ripened and decayed, and the tree was now putting

forth frefti flowers. Between this place and Mceaday there are feveral ridges of low

hills, clothed w ith wood and deftitute of cultivation, which my people faid were the

haunts of numerous tigers and elephants. At funfet we got to Mecaday, and per-

ceived a number of boats faftened to the bank below the town, and among others we
diftinguilhed that of the Maywoon of Pegue : I immediately fent a meifage to his

houfe, notifying our arrival, and in return received a civil reply, exprefling a defire

to fee me.

On the following morning, about nine o'clock, a nephew of the Maywoon came
down to welcome us : after converfinp fome time, I walked with him to vifit his rela-

tion, by whom I was received with every demonftration of friendfliip : he politely

alked me to remain at Meeaday for a day or two, and vifit his garden and country

houfe j but as the feafon was advanced, I felt folicitous to avoid unneceflary delay,

and therefore excufed myfelf : in faft, our Itay would have put him to an inconve-

nience, having bufinefs, he faid, to adjuft on his eftate, which would employ him for

feveral days, but he expeded to arrive at Rangoon as foon as ourfelves. On my
exprelfing
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5^0 "n'MES'g EMBASSY TO AVA.

expwfljng a dofire to fee fome of the mountaineers called Kayii, he obligingly olTcrecl.

to fend one of his attendants to a villa^ a few miles oil', inhabited by thefo people,

with diredions to bring fome of them for our infpection, dreOcd in tlio proper garb

of their country. I underftood fi'om him that, fince our departure from Ummei-a-
poora, not lefsthan 50,000 perfons had left that city in the train of th»feveral Princes

and men of rank, who, after paying homage at the golden fict, had •turned to their

refpeftive governments. When I took leare, he ordered a pair of horloj to be brought

from hie liable, and requelted my acceptance of them ; they were very handlbme, and
one was of an uncommon colour, having a number of circular black spots on a
milk-white (kin. In return, I prefented him with a marquee made of European
canvas, lined with Englifh broad-cloth, and my rifle-barrelled guu, wliich I more
highly valued.

In the evening 1 walked over grounds which I had often trod before. Every
thing in this diftri^ feemed to be flouriihing ; the poifants and farmers acknowledge
in the Maywoon a mild and beneficent landlord j if they were not fo opulent as fame,

they were not fo poor as many others : content, 1 thought, (hone in every counte<

nance, and comfort appeared to be an inmate of every dwelling. In my walks I faw
a good deal of game, and fliot a henza, or Braminy goofe. The natives, although it

is (he fymbol of their nation, hokl the bird in no eftimation : it is fomewhat larger

than a barnacle; the plumage is beautiful, but the fle(h indifferent.

Next morning, on my return from a long ride, I found a number of people col.

lefted on the banks oppofite to our boats ; thefe, I learned, were the Kayn, or moun-
taineers, with their condudors, for whom the Maywoon had fent on the preceding

day. I defu'ed that the principal man and woman (hould be brought on board. This

curious couple were dreffed in their beft attire, conlifting of an ill (haped fleeved coat,

made of coarfe black cotton cloth ; that of the man was much fhorter than the

v,voman's ; both were bordered with ftrif»es of white, red, and yellc x j the man had
a belt over his right (houlder, from which was fufpended a pouch, ornamented with

firings and fmall (hells ; on their heads they wore fdlets nearly in the Birman manner

;

to the woman's were fattened taffels, compofed of the calyptra of the Bupreftis

ignita ; (he had aifo decorated her neck and arms with many firings of beads and
cowries : but the moft remarkable part was her face, which was tattowed all over in

lines moftly defcribing fegments of circles. This ceremony, which in fome other

countries is performed on the parts of women not publicly cxpofed, among the Kayn
is confined wholly to the vifages of their females, to which, in the eye of an unac>

cuftomed beholder, it gives a moft extraordinary appearance ; the afpeft of the woman,
though (he was not old, nor in other refpefts ugly, from the efteft of the operation

v^s truly hideous. I afked the origin of the cuftom ; this they did not know, but

faid it had exifted from time immemorial, and that it viras invariably performed on
every female at a certain age. I immediately employed my painter to nuike a drawing

of thefe fingular figures, in the attitude in which they ftood before me : a talk which

he performed in two hours, with great exadnefs, and drew ftriking refemblanccs.

There was fome difficulty in taking a likerefs of the man, who was alarmed and reii'

lefs, from a fuppofition that we were impofmg magical fpells upon him ; but the

woma:) ftood ftill with her hands crofTed, apparently in perfed good humour and con-

tent : thoy fpoke the Birman language indillVi*ently, and, in order to engage their

attention, we afkcd the man fcvcral queftions ; where he cxpedcd to go when he "lied ?

He replied, that ** he fhould again become a child." " Who will make you a child r"

" The Mounzing." " Who are the Mounzing ?" *' The father and mother of the

world,
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world, who grow on the earth as two trees in a field, one ever green, the other dry."

What he meant by this metaphor .we could not tell, unlefs it.was a type of fucceflive

and eternal renovation and decay. He added, that the Mounzing refided on the great

mountain Gnowa, where the images of the dead are depofited. They had no idea of

a place of future rewards and punifhments, and deny the exiilence of fin in their

country ; they do not pray whilft living, becaufe they cannot, in this life, fee the

Mounzing, but they think that their images pray to them after mortal deceafe. They
bum their dead, and afterw.irds collect their aflies in an urn, which they convey to a

houfe, where, if the urn contains the relics of a man, they keep it fix days, if of a
woman, five ; after which it is carried to the place of interment, and depofited in a

^rave, and on the fed that covers it is laid a wooden image of the deceafed, to pray

to the Mounzing and protect the bones and aflies.

Thefe are the rude notions of religion entertained by the harmlefs untaught race

that inhabit the lofty mountains which divide Arracan from Ava, and who, as children

of nature, delighting in their wild and native freedom, are for the moft part infuper-

ably averfe to hold any commerce with the people of the plains. The Birmans, fince

the conquefi: of Arracan, have compelled many, and allured a few, to fettle in vil-

lages at the bafes of the hills, where they are treated with a humanity that tends to

conciliate them to their new and more civilized ftate. A large proportion of Kayn
are, however, ftill independent. The Birmans have not yet carried facrilegious inva**

fion to their holy mountain, which probably is not worth acquiring. When a Kayn
dies within thejiirifdiftion of the Birmans, the relations of the deceafed always convey
the urn, and the image of the departed perfon, to Gnowa, there to depofit them in

hallowed earth. Thefe people have no letters, nor any law, except cuftom ; to this

the Birmans prudently leave them, never interfering in their municipal and focial

economy.

Our curiofity being fatisfied, we left Meeaday as foon as the painter had finiftied the

drawings. The country through which we failed this day had a pleafing appearance

;

fpots of cultivation and frequent towns Ikirted the river, while fmall hills, clothed with

trees, rofe behind them. We paffed in our way through a flock of thirty or forty

elephants, who were fwimming acrofs the river, carrying their riders on their necks ;

thefe were all females, and had been employed in hunting their own fpecies ; males

are feldom ufed by the Birmans for that purpofe. Late in the evening we brought-to

at a fmall town called Pulloo, where there is a cuftom-houfe, having now entered the

government of the Prince of Prome.

We got under way early the enfuing morning, and about two o'clock ft;opped at

the lower fuburbs of Prome, in the midft of a great concourfu of boats. Landing our

horfes, we rode in the evening to view the fite of a very anient city, which ages ago

was the refidence of a dynafty of Pegue Kings, before their country had fubmitted to

the Birman yoke. On our right, we left a large temple, named Shoe Sanda Praw,

fituated on an eminence, round the foot of which were feveral kioums, or monaf-

teries : purfuing a foutherly direftion, we came on a level road, leading through well

cultivated fields, interfperied with groves of tall palmyra trees. We obferved the

channels of two rivers at this time almoft dry, but which in the rainy feafon roll down
an impetuous current from the mountains, and empty their waters into the Irrawaddy

;

by thefe ftreams teak timber is floated from the forefts during the monfoon, and is

fold here very cheap. A plank three inches thick, and from fixteen to twenty feet

long, may be purchafed for a tackal, or half-a-crown. The foil in the neighbour-

hood of Prome is remarkably well adapted for gardens, and we met feveral perfons
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carrying loads of fruit on their heads to market. The evening was far advanced

before we reached Yacttee, on entering which we pafled through an old gateway, that

appeared to be narrower, but of greater depth thftn any we had yet feen ; indeed the

ruinous flate both of the gateway and the wall rendered it difficult to judge accurately

of their dinienfions ; within we could diflinguifh nothing but houfcs and fields, and
it was now too late to explore the antiquities of the place. Two intelligent men,
whom we overtook riding along the road, informed us, that it had once been a great

fortified city of a fquare form, each fide meafuring a fpace equal to two miles and a
half; that it had flouriflicd for feveral centuries before the fall of the Pegue mo-
narchy, and that the veftiges of the imperial palace, and a large temple, were ftill

remaining.

During our ride we obfcrved two caravans of waggons drawn up in a circular form,

in the fame manner as thofe wc had remarked at Mecaday on our journey to the

capital : here, however, the number of carts was much greater ; one of the caravans

•ontaining not lefs than a hundred, which were difpofed in two circles, one within the

other, prefenting a very formidable barrier againft the alTaults either of men or of

wild beads. They were chiefly loaden with gnapee and fait fifli, and had come from
a town called Omow, fituated on the banks of a lake, where fifli is caught in fuch

abundance, as to conftitutc an article of commercial exportation. The road in this

direction feemed to be well made, and much frequented. The ledegee, cr fteerf-

man, of Dr. Buchanan's boj, who had travelled by land from Prome to Rangoon, a

journey of fix days, faid tiii ^ it was equally good the whole way. Timber and ftone

flags are the principal articles of export trade at Prome.
When the day broke wc refumed our journey ; the temperature of the air was now

extremely pleafant, and the mornings and evenmgs cool : at fun-rife, the quickfilver

in the thermometer flood at 67 degrees. In the earlier part of this day, the villages,

particularly thofe on the caft bank, had a very inviting appearance, from the orchards

of plantain, mango, and other fruit trees with which they were furrounded. After

Saffing Peinghee, the country aifumed a rougher afpeft ; the river, at the narrow
rait where our boat had been wrcckea on the way up, did not now run with fuch

rapid violence as before. Juft above I'irroupmiou, we pafTed a large iOand, covered

with reeds and brufhwood, which the boat people faid was much mfefled by tigers.

The handfome town of Kainggain was fituated below it : we coniin' -* onr courfe till

after dark, and pafling the lights of the long and populous city ayahoun, for-

merly Loonzay, brought-to at the wcfl bank, a little to the fouth, < a of the town
;

but it was too late to think of landing.

Next morning (Nov. 13th) we put off at an early hour. In the middle of the pre-

ceding night I had been alarmed by a fccne of difcord between the boatmen and my
people, which had nearly produced ferious confequenc^s. The Birmans have a fuper^

ftitious abhorrence of any pcrfon's pafling over them when they are aHeep ; it is

deemed a great indignity, as well as injurious, from the apprehended eflfeds of fuper-

natural agency. The boatmen ufually flept either on the roof of the boat, or on the

{>latform projeding from the fides, whilll my people occupied the inner part. It

lappcncd that in the night one of the foldicrs went out on the platform, and, regard-

lefs of the Birmans who were taking their reft, flepped over them without ceremony,

moft likely ignorant of their prejudice, and perhaps half afleep himfelf : one of the

Birmans, however, chanced unluckily to be awake, who, jumping up, inflantly

attacked the ofl^>nder with his fills ; a fcuffle enfued, attended with no fmall outcry

;

the other Birmans rofe, and armed thcmJeJves with the bamboos that were kept for
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ear handles } th6 foldiers flew to their bayonets, and my fenrants were preparing to

take their part. In this ftate of hoftility I came among them juft time enough to

prevent mifchief. The Serec of Rangoon and the ledegee at length pacified the

enraged crew, and I ordered my own people to return to their births. I'his accident

produced no future enmity, and it was the only difagreement that occurred. The
Birmans, though fometimes irafcible, were in general extremely good tempered, and
feldom refufed to accommodate the colars (ftrangers), even at the expence of their

own convenience.

We rowed all this day through a country not fo well chltivated or fo thickly

inhabited as that we had paflfed on the preceding : a little below Shainwah, a copfider-

able branch of the river takes a fouth-wefterly courfe, leading, we were informed, to'

Baflien ; it is called Keidowa, and fometimes Anou Kioup, or the Wellern River

:

the Arracan mountains were vifible in the north-weft quarter. We brought-to after

dark, a little above Henzadah, under ^ reedy bank, from which we were mvaded by
myriads of troublefome infefts.

The following day brought us, without any remarkable incident, to Denoobew.
The high bank and beautiful fituation of Terriato or Mango village, on the weft

fide, tempted me to go on fhore. It is a charming fpot ; the town is inconfiderable,

but the houfes are neat and commodious. Denoobew, where we arrived after fun-fet,

is diftinguifhed by a fine temple, and is alfo celebrated for its manufa^ory of mats,

which are made here in beautiful variety, and fuperior in quality to what are fabricated,

in any other part of the empire ; long reeds and grafs ikirted the banks during the

greateft part of this day's journey.

From Denoobew to Yangain Chaingah, the river preferves nearly a direft courfe.

About ten o'clock in the morning of the 15th, we got to the entrance of the Panlang

river, where it feparates from the great ftream, in the fame manner as the Hoogly
does from the Ganges j the principal branch, purfuing a foutherly courfe, divides,

as it approaches the fea, into a number of channels, which are filled by the tide, and
are for the moft part navigable. The river we now entered is called by various

names, Afhay Kioup, or th i Eaftem river, Panlang river, and Rangoon river, the

width of which did not exceed four hundred yards. The eaftem bank is within the

jurifdiftion of Pegue ; but the oppofite country is included in the province of Dalla,

and is governed by a perfon of a much lefs dignified title than Maywoon. Through
the high reeds which on each- fide overhung tJie water, feveral pathways were made
leading to Carrian villages. As wc; pafled I perceived a watercourfe, which my people

faid came from a lake called Mallatoo. We had now reached the place, where, in

going up, we had been fo feverely tcazcd by mofquitoes, and again felt their

venomous influence ; they even afl'ailed us in the day-time, and in luch numbers,

that we were obliged to fortify our legs with boots, and put on thick gloves, whilft

by continually flapping with an handkerchief, we endeavoured to defend our faces.

But no fooner had darknefs commenced, than thefe troublefome infects redoubled

their attacks, in fuch multitudes, of fuch a fize, and fo poifonous, that I am perfuaded

if an European with a delicate fliin were to be cxpofed uncovered to their ravages

for one night, it would nearly prove fatal ; even the Birman boatmen, wiiofe Ikins

are not calily penetrated, cannot repofe within their aflion ; and my Bengal fervants

a^ually cried out in torment. 1 lay in boots with my clothes on, and a double

napkin over my face, and even thus could procure no reft. About nin'- o'clock

we anchored below the town of Panhmg, being unable to ftem the tide ; and at

eleven my people hailed a ftrange boat coining with the flood, that rowed towards
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US. Inftantly I heard an European voice, to which I had not of late been accuilomed,

and foon recognized that of Captain I'homas of the Sea-Horfe, I had fent an exprefs

when we were at Meeaday, to apprife him of our approach, and defire him to get

ready for Tea ; he had learned from a fmall veflel that we were at hand, and came
thus far to meet us. It being impofllble to fleep, we pafled the night in converfation ;

the account he gave of his treatment by the municipal government of Rangoon during

my abfcnce, and of the condud of the Birmans in general towards his crew, was
pcrfcdiy fatisfadory. He had unrigged his fhip during the monfoon, and covered

the decks with an awning of mats, as a protection againd the weather. Being in

poflfeflion of a tolerably commodious houfe near the quay, he obligingly offered me
a room in it ; of this I availed myfelf, having no intention to remain at Rangoon
longer than was abfolutely necefTary, and hoped to limit my ftay to a very few days.

At midnight we got under way, and brought-to again at fix in the morning : the banks

on each fide of the river do not indicate much cultivation in its neighbourhood ; but of

the ftate of the interior country we could not judge, being prevented by the buflies

and tall reeds from feeing any diftant objeds. At ten o'clock the boatmen refumed

their labour, and we palled on the left a very miferable village named Teetheet.

We were again obliged to anchor on account of the tide, and early on the morning of

the 1 7th ofNovembcr landed at Rangoon. \

CHAP. XVIII. Imperial Order regijlered at the Rhoom.— RcfleSftoiu on our Com-
merce and Connexion with the Birtnan Empire.— Receive a Viftt from the May-
woon. — Account of a Carrian Village.— Birman Game of Chefs. •— Injiancc of

a Trial by Ordeal.— Letter from the Maywoon to the Governor-General.— Take
leave.— Embark on board the Sca-Horfe.— Voyage to Bengal.— Conclufton.

THE Maywoon of Pegue arrived at Rangoon a few houi*s after we had landed.

I paid him a vifit on the following morning, and apprifed him of my intention to

fail for Bengal in a few days, when he politely faid that he would continue at

Rangoon until we departed. He informed me, that the orders for carrying into

effect the late regulations would be publicly re-ad and regiftered at the rhoom on the

following day ; and he invited me to fend a confidential perfon to be prefcnt at the

ceremony ; adding, that the records were always open to public infpedtion, and that

whoever chofe might at any time procure a copy, by paying a trifling fee to the

officer of the court.

It may not be improper, in this flage of my narrative, to offer a few obfcrvations

on the relative connedion that fubfifls between the Britifli poffefTions in India and

the Birman empire ; to point out the commercial objeds that render the intercourfe

defirable, and the political neceflity there is fur our preferving fuch a degree of national

influence with that government, as may enable us hereafter to counterad any attempts

to diminifh our weight, or to ered an alien power that might eventually injure our

interefls, and even one day rival our authority. The propriety of difcufling a

fubjed of fo much moment naturally luggcfls itleif ; but a moment's reflcdion ferves to

convince us, that it ought not to be pafTcil over in filence. It is too true, that the

importance of the obje«lts is hidden only from <uirfelves. Thofe againll whom it is

mod incuml)ent on us to guard, are well appriled of their extent and magnitude

;

but even were it otherwife, the fecurity which is to aril'e from the fuppreflion of points

of ge^eral knowledge, is fallaciouij and without dignity. Prudence requires that

2 the
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liie tran&^Ions of a cabinet fhould not be divulged ; but that policy mud be very
fliort-fighted which attempts to conceal from the world what every perfon may
difcover ; the bounties of providence, the produfls, refources, and local advantage^

of a great empire.

Bntifh ladia is more deeply concerned in her commerce and conne£lbn with that

part of the Birman empire called Pegue, than many perfons, in other r.efpe£ts

mtimately verfed in the affairs of India, feem to be aware. This intereft points to three

diftin£t objefts ; hrft, to fecure from that quarter regular fupplies of timber for (hip

building, without which the Britifli marine of India could exift but on a very
contracted fcale ; fecondly, to introduce into that country as much of our manufadiures

as its confumption may require, and to endeavour to And a mart in the fouth-weft

dominions of^ China, by means of the great river of Ava ; thirdly, to guard fvith

vigilance againft every encroachment, or advance, which may be made by foreign

nations to divert the trade into other channels, and obtain a permanent fettlement

in a country fo contiguous to the capital of our poiTeffions. This lafl confidera-

tion fuperledes all others in the magnitude of the confequences that might ultimately

refult from it.

It is impoflible to imprefs my reader by any ftronger proof with the vaft importance

of the Pegue trade, than briefly to ftate, that a durable veffel • of burthen cannot

be built in the river of Bengal, except by the aid of teak plank, which is procurable

from Pegue alone ; and that if the timber trade with that country fhould by any ad:

of power be wrefted from us, if it Ihould be loll by misfortune, or forfeited through

inifcondud, the marine of Calcutta, which of late years has proved a fource of

unexampled profperity to our principal fettlement t» effentially benefited the parent

country, and given honourable affluence to individuals, muft be reduced nearly to

annihilation, without the poifibility of our being able to find any adequate fubfUtute

for the material of which we fhould be deprived. Within the la(t fix years, fome of

the fineft merchant fhips ever feen in the river Thames have arrived from Calcutta J,

where they were built of teak timber } and, after delivering valuable cargoes in

* Ships have been conRru£led of faul wood, and of other indigenous timber of Bengal } but on trial they

were not found to be ferviceable,

f Tlie following remarkable inftance of public fpirit will evince the advantages that have already

been derived by the parent country from the marine of India, and the benefit that may in future be
expected.

In the year 1 794, when the horrors of impending famine aggravated the miferies of war, the Secret

Committee of the Court of Direftors, at the recommendation ot His Majefty's minifters, tranfmitted by

exprcfs t" Lord Teignmouth, then Governor-general of India, intelligence of the calamity that threatened

Great Dritiiiii, dcfuing whatever aid the Government of India could Tupply. On receipt of the difpatch,

the Gorenior-Keneral, with that promptitude and energy which diftinguifhed his adminiftration, exerted

the influence of government with fuch effetl, that 14,000 tons of fliipping, almoft entirely India built,

were freighted to carry rice to England ; and were loaden and cleared from the port of Calcutta in lefs

than five monilis from the date of the arrival of the letter. This fupply, with the exception of the

cafualtics of the fea, arrived mod opportunely for the relief of the poor of London, and reduced the

price of that excellent article of food to three halfpence a pound. So extraordinary an exertion it

neitlicr fo widely known, nor fo juftly appreciated, as it merits. It is a circumftance which refleds

tlie higlicil credit on all the parlies concerned, and deferves to be recorded, in order to declare to

pollority tlio vail rcfources of Great Britain, which was enabled to draw feafonable fupplies of provifioa

for the relief of the metropolis from colonics fituated at the diftance of nearly two thirds of the equatorial

tircuml'ercnce of thu globe.

X TheCuvera and the Gabrie', built at Calcutta of Pegue timber, are now in the river, and exhibit bq.

(ontemptiblc fpecinwDS of the naval architecture of India. The port of Calcutta can furnifh 40,000 tons

of ihipping.

London*

,'•'1

^1



^ iYMES'S EMBASSY TO AVA.

iondon, were ufefully employed in the fervice of the ftate t nor would the deftrudfon

of the Penrue trade be confined folely, in its effcds, to Bengal : the other fettlements

would fenfibly (hare in the lofs. Madrasi is fupplied from Rangoon with timber for

all the common purpofes of domedic ul'c ; and even Bombay, although the coail of

Malabar is its principal ftorehoufe, finds it worth while annually to import a large

quantity of planks from Pegue.

But whilft it is advantageous to us to promote the exportation of timber from
the maritime towns of Pegue, it is as nianifeftly our interefl: to difcourage the

building of (hips in the Rangoon river, where the conftrudion is facilitated by local

advantages equal to thofe of any port in the world, and fuperior to mod. Tho
progrefs made in this art • by the Birmans has of late years been rapid, and incrcafes

m proportion as foreigners can place confidence in the Birman government. When
mercliants find that they can build with fecurity in the Rangoon river, for one-third

lefs cod than in the Ganges, and for nearly half of what they can at Bombay, few
will hefltate in their choice of a place. It is fold, that the (hips of Pegue are not fo

firmly conftrufteil as thofe built in our ports, and in general this affertion is true

;

but the defed does not arife from the want of materials, but bccaufe the owners
were fpeculative adventurers, without fufficient funds to defray the charges of labour

and of iron, in which material Pegue (hips have, by fatal experience, been found
deficient. The (hipwrights, however, are as expert as any workmen of the Eaft

;

and their models, which are all from France, are excellent : the detriment, therefore,

that arifes to us from the conftru^on of (hips at Rangoon, is not lefs evident than

the boiefit that we derive from importing the unmanufaduied material. The
Birmans, &gacioufly knowing their own intereft, fet us an example of policy, by
remitting all duty on cordage, canvas, and wrought iron, provided thefe articles are,

tona^Je, brought for the equipment of a new velTel ; the port charges alfo are not

exafted from a new fhip, on leaving the river to proceed on her firft voyage. A
conduft on their part fo wife, fuggefts to us the expediency of adopting fome meafurcs

for our own intereft ; an alien duty, or a madified difqualification, would, probably,

like the afts of parliament in aid of Britifh navigation, prove the moft efFedual remedy.

Trade cannot be profccuted in the Indian feas to any extent, except with Britifh ports

:

many objedlions, it is true, may be made to fuch a propofition j but the good refuhing

to us would be immediate and certain, whiUl the ill confequcnces, if any there be, are

equivocal and remote.

But if we are called upon by our intereft in a commercial point of view, to check

the growth of fhip-building at Rangoon, how much more important is the fubjed when
feen in a political light ? It is a faft which appears to merit fome confideiation, and is

perhaps not generally adverted to, that in a very few years, and at a fniall comparative

expence, a formidable navy may rife on the banks of the Irrawaddy from the forefls of

Pegue. It is probably not known, that artificers f are educating by our enemies for

that exprefs purpofe, whilft we encourage their progrefs in the fcience, by enabling

them to derive benefit and acquire experience at the fame time. National fecurity,

therefore, as well as mercantile advantage, ftrongly urge a vigilant attention to a

quarter whence the mcaiu of injury to ourfclves may fo abundantly be drawn.

• The Suburb, a very fine (hip, wliich was on the flocks when I was at Ranp^oon, has lately delivered

a valuable cargo in the nver Thames ; the Laureftone alio, a vcflcl of confidcrable force, which, I believe,

was taken into the French line during the lait war, was con(lru£\<-d at the fame port.

f The French liave long maintained an agent at Rangoon, and are thoroughly ac()(iaintcd with tlia

jRivaaUgvt whidt the country of Fegue offers.

the
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The imports Into Rangoon from the Britilh fettlements in the year 1 794-5 amounted^

I was informed, to more than 12 lacks of rupees, about £^35*°°'^ ilerling ; thefe

confifted chiefly of coarfe piece goods, glafs, hardware, and broad-cloth ; the demand
for tlie lad article in the year 1795 was confidcrable ; returns were made ahnoft wholly

in timber. A few unimportant commodities are annually carried from Pegue to the

coaft of Pedier and the Prince of Wales's Iflaiid, for the China market. The timber

trade, though attended with a certain advantage to the carrier, yet, not producing fuch

large profits as a more hazardous venture to the cadern llraits, to China and the Malay
coall, is feldoni profecuted by merchants of the highell commercial credit, who aim ar

making a fortune by the fuccefs of a fingle voyage, for which the (hip is ufually freighted

with that valuable and alluring drug opium, fo eagerly fought after by the Chmefei,

yet fo ftridtly prohibited by their government. Owning to this enterprizing fpirit

among merchants in India, a fhip is feldom fent to carry wood, except when the

owners have not funds to provide a more valuable cargo ; and this inability frequently

extends even to the means of defraying the expence of a lading of timber : hence the

mafter of a veflel often finds himfelf embarralfed when on the eve of departure, and
the veflfel is fometimes detained by legal demands which he cannot difcharge. Difficulty

produces contention, and provokes bitter and generally groundlefs invectives againre

the laws of the country, which, though oppreflive to tne fubjeft, are certainly lenient

to foreigners.

Timber for maritime purpofes is the only article the Birman empire produces, of

which we ftand in indifpenfable need, and to promote or encourage the culture and ex-

portation of thofe commodities which form the valuable flaples of Britifh India, almod all

of which the kingdom of Ava is capable of yielding, would operate to the manifed injury

of our own provinces- We require and fliould leek for nothing more than a mart for

our manufadured goods, and, in return, to bring back their unwrought materials j.

interference in any other Ihape appears to be impolitic, and likely, in the end, to prove

prejudicial to ourfelves.

The maritime ports of this great empire are commodious for fhipping, and better

fituated for Indian commerce than thofe of any other power. Great Britain poffeffes

the weftern fide of what is called the Bay of Bengal ; the government of Ava, the

eadcrn ; which is far fuperior to the former in the facilities it aifords to navigation.

From the mouth of the Ganges to Cape Comorin, the whole range of our continental

territory, there is not a fingle harbour capable of affording (belter to a velTel of five

hundred tons burthen ; it is an unbroken line of expofed (hore, where (hips muft ride

in open roads : but Ava comprehends within her extent of coafl, ' ''^e excellent ports

;

Negrais, the mod fecure harbour in the bay, Rangoon and Mergu":, each of which is

equally convenient, and much more accelTible than the river of Bengal, which is the

only port in our polTefllon within the bay.

The entrance into the river of Bengal prefents as intricate and dangerous a channel

as any that is known ; and during three months of the year a ihip, in leaving the

Ganges, incurs confiderable hazard from being obliged to beat againd a foul wind, in

(hoal water, among furroundiiig fands ; but from the harbour of Negrais a (hip

.

launches at once into the open b.iy, and may work to the fouthward, without any other

impediment than what the monfoon oppofes. Rangoon, at that particular feafon, is

more perilous than Negrais, efpecially to velfels bound from the Straits of Malacca,

Pulo Penang, and other eadcrn ports ; thefe, if not well acquainted with the violent

current fettmg at that period to the eadward, are liable to be deceived in their

Teckoning, aud, imagining themfeives to be farther welt than they really are» fometimes

ftand.
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Aand too much to the northward, till they get entangled among the Ihoals of what u
called the Bay of Martaban, whence a retreat is vrry difficult, and where the tide flows

with fuch impetuofity, and rifes i'o high, that anchors arc ufclefs, and retard, hut for a

very (hort period, the impending fate. Ships failing from the weJlward, by making
Cape Negrais, and keeping withm fight of the coaft, until they come near tno bar of

Rangoon, avoid thofe dangers ; at every other feafon Rangoon may be approached

and left with pcrfe^ fecurity ; the bar is narrow, and contains depth of wati-r at three-

quarters flood fuflicicnt for vefliels of any burthen. The channel of the river is unim-

peded, carrying from fix to eight fathoms as high as the town of Rangoon.
Blefled with fo extraordinary a coincidence of advantages, arifing from fituation,

extent, produce and climate, the kingdom of Ava, or, more properly, the Birman em-
pire, is, among eafteni nations, fecond in importance to China alone, whild, from
its contiguity to Britiftj India, it becomes to us of much greater confequcncc. We can

have no reafon in the prefcmt profperous ftatc of our affairs, to dread the holUlitii's

of all the native powers of India combined. Our hereditary foe is dcftroyed ; and
there remains no other who bears towards us any fixed or rooted enmity : the Birmans
certainly do not ; but however favourable their natural difpofition may be, that charac-

teriftic pride and unbounded arrogance which govern their coiidud towards other

ftates, may lead them to offer indignity which we cannot avoid rofenting, and to com.
mit afts of aggrcflion, as in the affair at Chittagong, which we ffiall be obliged to repel.

Such necclfity is fincercly to be deprecated : iieadinefs and temper in our m-gociations,

and a reafonable allowance for their miltaken principles, will go fjir to avert the ill

confequences that might arife from their haughty and weak affumption. We cannot

cxped from a proud and vidorious people, imprefletl with an extravagant opinion of

their own power, that reverence which the ftates of India have been taught to feel

for our eftabliftied charafter. The principal nations to the eaft of Bengal are to be

confidered by themfelves as a kind of body politic, wholly diftind from all others

;

and in fa6t China, Ava, and the cDimtrics louth of them, compofe a body in extent and

number of inhabitants more than equal to all Europe. Thefe nations are conneded
by a ftriking fimilarity of manners and political maxims ; to which, as they cannot be

fuddenly changed, we ought to affimilate in our intercourfe with their governments,

as far as the dignity of our own will permit. To prefervc a corrcfpondence and a good
underi^anding with the court of Ava is eflcntially expedient for our own profperiiy

;

but, for the reafons already ftated, th.it connexion fliould not be too intimate. A limited

trade and a preponderating influence, fulficient to counteract the machinations of our

enemies, are the utmoft lengths that we fliould go ; by our not intv'rfering farther, the

Bihnans will be convinced of the moderation and jullice of our principles, and learn

from them to repel the infidious advances of any other power, made with a latent view

to undermine their dominion, and ultimately to wrt It their country i'rom them. It is

our intereft to maintain tlieir independence, and to. guard it from foreign encroach-

mem ; whiUt a knowledge of this truth cannot fail, in the end, to unite the Birman
government to ours, in bonds of reciprocal • mity and confidence.

During the few days that we continued at Rangoon, I had the plcafurc to interchange

many reciprocal marks of civility with the Maywoon, who paid mc a vifit on hoard the

Sea-Horfe ; after which we rowed in his war-boat to a very fine Ihip belonging to him,

which had recently been built, and, he allured me, was entirely the workmanlhip of

native artificers.

Whilft we rem.-iined here. Dr. Buchanan, accompanied by one of the officers of the

Sea-Horfe, made an excurAon on horfeback a few miles off', to view a tillage inhabited

by
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by Carianers, the Hmple rural race of people of whom mention has already been made.
PafTmg by the creat temple of Shoedagoung, they proceeded .ilong an indiflerent road,

about three miles, till they arrived at one of the villages which they fought : it con-

tained not more than ten or a dozen houfes raifed on polls, and difpofed in fiich a

manner as to inclofc a fquare yard, in which were a number of buQalocs. 'I'he head

man was gone to a didant village ; but one of the inhabitants invited the (Irangers to

enter his dwelling, and hofpitably ofiered what his houfc afforded. The vilitnnts

afcended a narrow ladder about twelve feet high into a fort of barn, divided into two
by a mat partition ; the floor Wj^s of rough boards, the fides of mats, and a roof, com-
pofed of bamboos, was covered with thatch ; at night they draw up the ladder, and,

clofing the door, fleep fecure from the aflaults of wild beads, or the depredations of

thieves. Seven or eight men, as many women, and feveral children, conftituted a numc«
rous family ; they feemed a healthy and vigorous race of people, and were of a fairer

complexion than the generality of fouthem Birmans ; fome of the women wore rich

firings of coral round their necks, and were even adorned with ornaments of gold and
filvcr ; they fpcak a diale^l peculiar to themfelvcs, but their language is radically the

fame as the Birman. There are both Pegue and Birman Carianers, who differ in the

fame degree as the nations to which they are attached ; they complain of being opprefled

by the Birmans ; but their appearance did not indicate fevere oppreflion, and they have a

certain fale for whatever their induflry can raife. Dr. Buchanan faw feveral Bir-

mans on the road carrying bafkets ; fome going for the produce of their gardens,

others returning with burthens of fruit and vegetables. The life thefe people lead is

truly paftoral ; they have no other bufinefs or objeft except that of cultivating the

foil and tending their flocks ; their religion is the worfliip of Gaudma ; but in thefe

rites they do not join with the fame fervour that animates the Birmans ; they rather

fcem to acquiefce in the doctrines of their conquerors, which they do not even profefs

to underlland.

Dr. Buchanan interrogated one of the men, who admitted their want of knowledge,

and afligned as the icafon, that God once wrote his laws and commands on the ikin

of a buffalo, and called upon all nations of the earth to come ard : ike a copy ; a

fummons which all obeyed, except the Carianers, who had not leifure, being occupied

in the bufinefs of hulbandry ; and that, in confequence of this negleft, they remamed
ever fince in a Hate of ignorance, without any other cares than thofe which related to

their pailoral employment. On going away, Dr. Buchanan offered them a few pieces

of filver, which fo excited their furprife, being quite unaccuftomed to fuch afts of

liberality, that they hefitated to receive the money, and feemed at a lofs to what

motive to afcribe his bounty. After looking at one another, and talking for a minute

or two with much cameftncfs, tho ;vomen, on a fudden, as if his defign had jufl

been difcovered, all ran away laughing, whilft the men fullenly declined the gift

;

iu fadl, they concluded that the f)oftor wanted to purchafe the favours of one of

tlicir females, having no notion of a difintereftcd donation. The ladies, however,

did not wait to aicertain for whom the golden apple was defigned, and it was in vain

he tried to convince the men that their fufpicions were ill founded. Thefe poor

people entertain a delicacy in regard to women, which their more enlightened

conquerors do not feci. To prove the purity of his intentions, however, the Doftor

left the money on the floor when he departed. The gentlemen returned by the fame

road, and in their way examined a mineral fpring in the neighbourhood of the great

Pagoda. . - .
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I had an opportunity at Rangoon of obfcrving that the TJirmans of diftlnftion

|)layi'd at chds, a ciicumflancc which, from our ficlucK-d fituation at tht- capital, had
clcapt'il my notici'. This panie is held in high cllimatitjn among th«! fuperior ranks :

the board they ufc is exadtly limihir to uurH, containing 64 fquaroK, and their number
of troops ihc fame, 16 en each fide; but the names, the power and difpofal of them,

ililicr ciltntially : the King and his minilk'r(a (Jueen is never introduced by the Ori-

entalb) are mounted on elephants; thel'e are defended by two cadles or yctlay, two
kniglita on hovlcback, Mene, two oihctTs on foot, one caUed Mecm, the other

Ciickey, and eiglii Maundciay or foot loldiers: the tprces of each party are arranged

oil iliree lints, by which eight fquares remain unoccupied; nono of the pieces polTefs

equal force with our Oucen ; and this rellridcd opcmuion renders the Hirman mode
of plaving more complex and diflicult than ours. The IMrmans affirm, that it is a

game of high atuiquity, and that it is ackno\\ Icdgcd and authorized by their facred

fvntings, although every play of chance is prohibited. This tcllimony confirms * the

opinion of (he late bir Wdliam Jones, that chefs was invented in India, and is not, :i;t

generally imagined, of IVrlian origin : the liinnans call it Chedreen, a word that b(•ar^

iome refemblaiice to the name wliich is given to the game in ntoft other parts of the

vorld.

During the time tltat the Englifli deputation was at TTmmcrapoora, Captain Thomas
witneflld at Rangoon a remarkable inllance of a trial by the ordeal of water, the cir-

Cumdances ot which he thus related to me: 'i'wo women of the n-jddling clal's liii-

g;Ucd a fmall pmpcrty before the court of judice; and as the judges found great difli-

culty in deciding the quellion of right, it was at length agreetl, by nmtual confent, to

put the njatter to the ilfue of an ordeal. The partiis, attendeil by the officers of the

court, feveral Uhahaans, or priells, and a vail concourfe of people, repaired to a tank

or pond in the vicinity of the town. Alter pra\ing to the Rhahaans for fome time,

and perlbrming certain purificattjry ceremonials the litigants entereil the pond, and

vadcd in it till the water reached their breafls ; they were accompinied by two or

three men, one of whom placing the women clofe to each other, and putting a board

on their heads, at a fignal given, prefled upon the board till he immerfed them both

at the fame inllant. 'I'hcy remained out of fight about a minute and a half, when one

of them, nearly fufVocated, railed her head, wliilft the other continued to fit upon her

hams at the bottom, but was immediately hfted up by the men ; after which an ollicer

of the court iolemnly pronounced judgment in her favour ; and of the jufficc of this

decilion none of the bye-ltanders appeared to entertain the fmalleft doubt, from the

infallibiliiy of the priK)f which had been given.

The trial by ordeal, in all countries where the Hindoo religion prevails, is as

ancient as their reconis. 'l"he late iV!i Ibrahim Khan, native chief magiftrate of

Benares, has conununicatcd, in a very curious paper*, the modes by which this

appeal to the Deity is made, as they are tlefcribed hi the Metafchera, or comment on

the Dhcrnu Saltra, in the chapter on oaths : the Birmans, being governed by the

fame authority, obferve nearly limilar forms ; but as knowledge increafes, and man-

kind beccnne more enlightened, thefe abfurd practices lofe ground, and have of late

years been difcountenanced by the judicial courts both of India anil of Ava.

• See a paper on ilic IiiiUan game of Chfft hy the PrtliJent of the Afiatic Society, in the id vol. of

Afiatic Rc.'lcori. Ill's.

+ Tliis paper was prefeiitcd to the Afiatic Society by Warren Haftingi lifq. See '• 0" tlio Trial hy

Orilcal among the HiiiduuD.'' Afiat. Kcf'.arch. vol. i.

1 o Frevioiu

• Tl
ilic Av;i

in tilt- N

(Irucbd

Mas iS

I-
It,

fupply I



tYMIS 8 EMBARSY TO AVA. fM

rfcvlcus t") our lippartiirp, tlu* Maywoon of Pcruc tlcllvered to my care a letter

aJi-litfli-d to the GtJVenior.^ji'iU'ral of India, couched in very friemlly terms, but dic-

l^ud ill the ulual (lyle of tiirj;iil cxtniviij^aiice ; lu- eiiutnemted in it the concelliont

giuiiud in favour ni Kii^lilh coinnuTce, and exprLlled a iletertninaiion to t'X(?ciiie hin

pan .with punduality and attention. lUa Birtnan Majefty has long entertained' a itelira

10 luocurc an i'.n^lini carriaj.^e, with tlw dilliiictionsof Uirnian royahy attached to it:

Uill.i.. letter the Maywoon luadi' a reqn It thai luch a one nji^ht be i'eni ; and in order
to dh\'^ the artilb, I wrs furnilhtd with a very iuteili^ible and well executed drawins; •,

perfornud iii Utninerapoora by llie kiiij('s painter. It ilil'played the carriage, and body
yf an Knjflilh craiie-ncck-d cli iriot, j;ild.d :.ll over : from the top of ilic body there
j-ofe a regal fp'ie, or piafath, in ftparate liases, bearinfj; a miniature rofemblance to

tiiolvi u huh ornamented the palace and royd barge ; four lions in a crouching atti-

tude; };naidcd ih<' carriage, two on the iurc patt, and two behind; and a bird,

dcrij^ned, I iinaji;ine, to roprefjnt thellenza, or tutelary goofe, was placed in front

with cxpatuled wings, 'llu: Maywoon's letter, however, contained a requiiition of
yet greater importance ; which was, to obtain materials for the edablilhinent of a minr,

;i defign which, if carried into tiled I, mull confidi-rably pnmiote the profperity of
the country, as tlic neci City of weighin i; lumps of lead and filver, and afcertaining

the purity, operate as a lenhblo impediment to commerce.
On the 2(nh of Noveinb' r, ihe day preceding that of our embarkation, I waited on

tilt: Maywoon, accompanied by the gentlemen ul the deputation and Captain Thomas,
lo take our final leave. I had occalioii to feel myfelf individually obliged to him for

his pcrfonal attentions, whild his mild adminiftration and pleafmg manne- • had ac-

quired my cfleeni : he is unlverfally acknowledged to be a good inan, and feema
highly to deferve that reputation. 1 had opportunities of witiK^lling feveral infbnces

of his benevolence and humanity, and, although his authority within his own jurif-

diclion is abfolute, 1 never heard him acculed of an abufc of his power, or of a fmgle

ad of opprefiioii or injullice. Such a charader, in a country where the moft rigorous

and often barbarous defpoiifm prevails, is entitled to particular encomium. We
parted with ntutu^l, and, I urn inclined to believe, not inlinccre profeflions of perma-
nent good will.

On the morning of the ayth wc breakfaftcd on board the Sea-horff" ; moft of the

attendants, with our heavy baggage, had embark d on the preceding day, and at ten

o'clock we weighed anchor. It had prcvioufly been agreed, that the company's fliip

fliould falute the Birman flag with elv;ven guns, which were to be anfwercd by an

equal number from the battery on fliore : Captain 'I'homas performed his part of the

UAjreement ; but the batter}', v hich was very flow in acknowledging the compliment,

reuirncd ojdy fevcn. This apparent mark of dilrefped, whicli could not be attributed

to ignorance, I conceived rather to originate hi the perfon who had charge of the

battery, and who might think to recommend hiinfelf by it, than froin any higher

authority ; it was, however, fuch an olleidible and pubhc flight to the company's

colours, that 1 judged it expedient to write a note to the Maywoon to acquaint him of

the fac^.

• Till- Eiin)])0!ii) part of tliis ilrawiiij:; wan madi- from an old carriage, wlii«li Iisd been introduced int<»

llie Avu cmmtiy levera! years tietore. Tlu' G()verr.i>r.^>viieral complied with Initli itie reqiu Us contained

in til!' MaywiKiii's letter, and in tiie i'olli)wiiig year leni a very fiiperli chariot to his liirman Majtlly, con-

(lruc\ -d aceordiiig to t!ie renrelentatiun : tlie lop of llie ("p're, notv/ithllandiiig t!>e body luiinj very low,

was |S feet from the ground ; it was extremely rich and well executed.

|- It is fnrpiiling tliat the Chiiiefe hase i.o n.itioiial coin ; at the port of C.niton, doll.iis in fome lueafuro

fupply llu di.lkicuty ; but in tlic lutcnot ot the kingdom the jucouveuicnu mitA l^c ^cijcniKy felt.
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We dropped down with the ebb as far as the Chokey, or watch ftation, from

whence the cuftom-houfe oiBcer vifited the Sea-horfe on her firfl arrival. > In pafling

the mouth of the Pegue river, we obferved that at the entrance it was nearly as wide

as the great rn-er ; but that breadth foon diminifhes to a very contra^ed fpace : feveral

large creeks branched oflF both to the right and the left, which the pilot faid were

navigable to a confiderable diftance by boats of heavy burthen. In the evening we
again weighed, and eroded the bar at midnight ; early next morning we faw the land*

mark called the Elephant, and, favoured bv the ebb, pafled the China Bakir river.

The wind not being ftrong enough when the tide turned to enable us to (lem the

flood, we again came to anchor^ being in company with a (hip named the Hope,

bound alfo to Calcutta. On the following morning we ftood to the fouthward on the

firft of the ebb, which bore us alone with it againu an unfavourable breeze. On the

30th wc made Diamond IHand and Cape Negrais, and next day, at an early hour,

pafled a (hip (landing towards Rangoon, which appeared to have fuffered feverely from

a recent (lorm, having lofl her main-top and fore-top gallant mads ; the wind was at

this tim^ north>north-we{l, and a heavy fwell from the fame quarter indicated that

there hrd lately been a hard gale, a very unufual circumftance at that feafon of the

year

Keeping within a few leagues of the coaft, we continued to beat againft an unfa-

irourable wind until the 9th of Decemuer, when we made Cheduba, a fertile ifland

belonging^ to the Birman government : the channel between this ifland and the main

is annually navigated by large trading boats, but it does not afford a fafe p»Sige for

(hipping. The length of the ifland we judged to be about forty-(ive miles ; it yields

abundance of rice, and is governed by a Chekey, or lieutenant, who is fubjeft to the

Maywoon of Arracan. Having now the benefit of regular land and fea breezes, we
were enabled to make fome progrefs to the northward. On the morning of the i ith

we faw what are called the Broken Iflands, on the coaft of Arracan, which are for

the moft part a barren affemblage of rocky eminences, affording (helter only to pirates

and thieves. On the lath and i^3th we experienced much inconvenience, the wind,

which was diredly againft us, blowing with fuch violence, that the flup laboured

greatly, and our fore>top-fail was torn from the yard. On the 14th the «?eather mo-
derated, and the wind veering a little to the eaftward, we had the good fortune on
the 1 6th to difcover a pilot fchooner at anchor, between the eaftern and weftem reefe

near the mouth of the Ganges : neap tides prevailing, our paffage up the river was
tedious, and the wind coming invariably from the northern quarter, rendered it

hazardous to proceed by night. On the 22d we reached Budge>budge, where I found

a pulwar waitmg *, which my friend Captain Sandys, as foon as he heard of the

arrival of the Sea-horfe, had difpatched to meet me ; at this place I quitted the (hip,

and in two hours reached Calcutta, after an eventful abfence of ten months.

,«',:•*-

* A commodioui kind of boat ufcd in the river Gangei.
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CHAPTER h —Of the Origin of the Slamefe.

« .i!f %t:J >•?? !*!•'; ill"^ »

THE origin of the n;imR of Siam is unknown to its own inhabitants, and thofe who
rely on the aid of etymology to difperfe the obfcurlty which veils the cradle of

nations, derive it from the Pegouan language, in which the word Siam rignifiQs/rf(7 ,*

therefore thefe people boaft of having "he fame name with the French (Francks) ; and

although always fubjeft to defpots ».'hj tyrannife over them, or neighbours who
opprefs them, they deck themfelves whh « name which can only ferve to reproach

them with their flavery and degradation.

It is fufpe£ted that it was given them by the Portuguefe, who, before they entered

this kingdom, already poflefled fettlements in Pegou. Geographers are not agreed

as to its iituation : it is known that it lies in the peninfula of India, poffefling 120
leagues in length, and rather more than 100 in its greated breadth. La Loubere, to

the north, affigns it the country of Laos ; to the eaft, the kingdoms of Cambaya a;td

Keo i to the fouth, the great Gulph of Siam ; and on the weft, the peninmla of

Malaca. It is in the form of a half-moon, 450 leagues in circuit. The maritime

coafts are well known, but fcarcely any thing of its interior. The whole of thi")

country is bordered by high mountams, which feparate it from the kingdoms of Laos,

.

Pegou, and Ava. Thefe chains of mountains leave between them a vaft plain of near

100 leagues in extent, which forms the chief part of the kingdom.

The coafts of the Gulph of Siam are computed at 200 leagues, and thof;; on the

Bay of Bengal at 180. A country furrounded by fuch an extent of feas is well

adapted for commerce and navigation. Bountiful nature has beftowed on it many
ports, while flie has been fparing to the oppofite coaft of Coromandel.

The origin of this people is concealed beneath a veil of myftery, which they are

fcrupnlous of removing. Their claims to antiquity are a colleftion of fables, fup-

ported by popular traditions, which with them fupply the place of hiftoric monuments.
They have neither books nor public archive? where the chronicles of the nation might

bedepofited. It is true, that in 1685 they reckoned an sera of 2229 years, which

began at Summona-Kodon, the founder of their religious worftiip ; but their ignorance

of all the arts (hould render their chronology doubtful ; it cannot be determined if

they are the defcendants of the original inhabitants of this country. Thofe who

* Parii, i77i> 2 volt. laroo.
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believe this nation to be a mixture of dift'orent people, adduce the two languages whicli

aioinufo; but their ai^^iiinent has no weight, if it is^ confidcrcd that, in al! the

countries of India, the language of their learned men is dltferent from that of the

common people.

Every thing evinces the infancy of this nation. The lands are fo low, that they are

inundated every year ; it is then to be prefumed, that the firft who chofe to inhabit

it came from the neighbouring countries, in proportion as the fea, leaving the foil,

rendered it capable of cultivation. It was neceflary to fmd out the fecret of oppoting

dykes to the inundations, fo as not to dread iis ravages. Troublefome infcds, uitli

which the country is covered, and the burning heat of the clim'atc, mufl for a ion^

time have been motives to give the preference to countries more favoured by nature.

If is more likily that the inhabitants of the Hat country are defcended from the inlia-

bitnnts of the mountains, who to this day are diltinguhhed by the name of Great

Sianiefe.

The blood is there fo mixed, that it is eafy to perceive that this nation is formed of

fevcral othvrs. Commerce, which procures fuch great advantages to dillerent peojile

of the Fall, doubikfs led many foreign merchants to form fcttlements there, 'liie

frequent rev(.Unions which ha\e overturned the empires of Japan, China, Tonquin,

and Cochin China, have at tfiijerent times exiled anun>bur of people, who took refuge

in Siam to avoid their oppreliors. -

The Laos and Pt'gouans have eflablifliod a confidcrablc colony there, fince their

country, being laid walle by the Dramas, obliged them to ieek an afylum in a foreign

land : they were received as diilreiled people by a companionate nation, who a(Tigne4

them a territory, a:Ki fuhjtcted tlmn to pay a flight tribute. Several people, flying

from their country, defolated by the incurfions of a foreigner, j(^ined them, and they

loon, by their number and courage, arofe to be a formidable body. The govern-

nicnt, alarmed at their increale, thought it poliiic to difperle and weaken them ; and

fiuce that difperfion, thiy have continued mixed with the ancient inhabitants, from

vhom they are only dillinguilhed by their language. '1 heir women are known by

the regulaiiiy of ihtir figure., the wliiieiiefs of ihdr complexion, and the elegance of

their gay and (liidied coilume ; but if they exceed the Siamefe by the graces of the

tody and vivacity of their mind, they are nmch inferior to themr in purity of

manners.
'^1 he Malays joined tliemfclvcs with fevcral neighbouring people to form fettlcmenfs

there. I'hty are a turbulent and ferocious people, who, led away by the violence of

their tenxper, foment rebellionij, that they may acquire the right to pillage with iinpii-

nity. Tlie experience afl'ordcd by tlieir rellleis aud perverfe character, has caufed all

thefts and i.Uuilinaiiuns conuniited in the country to be attributed to them, 'lluir

courage nialies them face dangej-s and death without fhrinking; and they would ratiier

die with their ;.ims in their liai^ds than be indebted for their life to an enemy wlio

knows how to pardon, l-or lun\e time tiiey cnji-yed ihe liighcll confiuer.ition : fevcral

were raifed to tl . firfl dignities of the empire by the favour of the prime minilUr,

vho w.'.s of their nation, and, like ihcm, a Malu>moiai) ; but the dilgraro of their

latron threw ihmi back to ihtir former i4iieclion, and iVom that time they have been

itduted lo exif} by their plundering, which luppliis all their want.i.

iMmoit all the i.aiions of India have leiiienKnts there, 'ihe ancient kings had a

guard of Japonefe; but his mil tia rendered itielt formidable by placing an ulurperoii
' tfe f' rone. 'Jlris Prince was fenfible, that men who were powerful enough to elevate

hiui, hi.l the lame lucaus gt dUUoying Uicir ^orL Ub limid aud lulpiciyus policy

made
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made hJm Mnj^ratcful, and he ordered them to be exterminated. Thus did thefe

infulars become the - •(;tims of a jealous monarch, who had made them the inftruments

of his greatnefs.

The Chinefe co. .; is the mod numerous and flourifhing by the extent of its

commerce, and by the i>rivilcges which it i^joys. Its compliance with received cuftoms,

a certain conformity of charadcr and manners, feem tq enfurc it a continuance of its

privileges and profperity. i.i'jc •:,.i '.; -;

If the frequent revolutions which change the deftiny of this empire, did not fnatch

from their poflelfoi-s the fruits of their labour and induflry, ftrangcrs would arrive

from all parts of the world to fettle in a country fo highly favoured by nature.

Several people of Europe have colonies there, and the Portuguefe fet the

firfl example ; and as they are the moft ancient of all foreigners in that

country, fo are they the moll indigent. Several villages inhabited by a number of
ihcir families, prel'ent a fpedacle of the moft deplorable poverty. Their natural

lazinefs, increaffd by the climate, prevents them from profiting by the advantages of
a country, where they have brought their vices, without affuming their virtues.

England laid the foundation of an t-ftablifliment there, but the haughtinefs

of this people, jealous of their independence, could not bend to the yoke of a
defpot, who put no bounds to his authority. Their rs. fradory fpirit brought theni

into dil'grace, and they were obliged to quit a country, where they would have wiflied

to have reared an altar to liberty. Some few, more pliant and conformable, have
remained, but without forming a national body.

The French, whole commencement is always brilliant, experienced a (hort-lived

profperity ; but, incapable of condufting themfelves, they fell under the vanity of

wifliing to govern others, and inflated cenfurers of foreign cuftoms, they were
ridiculous enough to propofe thcmlclves as fo many models. This national vice

humbled the pride of the Siamcic, attached, even to obftinacy, to all their cuftoms,

and the fucceis of the French was as inconitant as their charader.

The Dutch, flexible, and ever ready to receive impreffions from thofe who
have it in their power to enrich them, are the only Europeans who have erected

eftablilhments on folid foundations, livery thing fuits them, when it is ferviceable

to them. Simplicity of manners obtained them the confidence of a nation who
think tliey have a right to miftruft all thofe who live plunged in luxury. Not that

other foreigners are not frequent there, particularly French adventurers, who go to

exalt their talents and courage in this kingdom. They are received as long as

they are ufeful-; but as foon as they demand the reward of their fervicas, they

experience negled, and they are got rid of as troublefome burthens which encumber
the earth.

I

CHAP. 11.— Of the City of Shm.

AETFIOUr.TI there are reckoned as many as forty dlftcrent nations in the capital,

each of which xupies a feparate quarter, it doLS not appear that the country is very

p;>puh)us, fmct. in the laft numbering there were only ix'ckoned 1,900,000 fouls in the

whole kingdom, where every year an exadt rcgifier is kept of men, women, and
children.

ihe Siamefe cai the royal city Sigathia, or fimply Crump, that is to fay, the court.

The I'ortugui'lt', ivijo corrupt all foreign words, by the diificulty they have to pro-

nounce theui, have tailed it Juthya wid Odia. This city is ngt only im illaud, but it is alfo

fituated

; !:
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fituated among feveral others, which renders its fituation very Angular. Although it

occupies a va(l extent, it contains but few inhabitants. 'I'he fouth part, which faces

the fouth, only contains idolatrous temples, where no aflluence is feen, but on folemn

days. Three great rivers, which have their fource in the higher lands, furround

it on all parts, and crofs it by three large canals, which divide it into different quarters,

fo that It can only be entered by boats. Thofe places which cannot be approached

but by this means remain uninhabited, becaufe the Siamefe are accudomed to iix

their refidence only near water, which, in climates burnt by the fun, affords them
the relief of the bath, with them an abfolute neceifary. It alfo fumiflies them with

the facility of tranfports and convoys, neceifary to maintain plenty, which would foon

fiail in a nation too lazy to cultivate it within itfclf. Thus as you get at a diftancc

from the rivers, the country is found lefs inhabited, and few travellers ^ave been

tempted to penetrate into deferts, whofe llillnefs is only interrupted by the howling

of wild beaus.

All the outlkirts of the city are embcllilhed by houfes and gardens. Small fortifica-

tions are obferved at certain diflances, the moft regular of which was built on
the plan of a Portuguefe Dominican. They have alfo eretbed bailions, which
might fecure the city from all infult, if it had fewer citizens and more foldiers to

defend it.

The three great rivers which defcend from the lands, after traverfing the city by
diftercnt canals, form feveral large iflands, where fields are obferved planted with

rice. Thefc canals unite in a broad and deep river which flows to Baniok, and
which they call Menan, that is to fay, the mother of waters, becaufe it waters the

whole country. It is on the bank of^ this river that the chief cities are fituated. The
Siamefe never inhabit but near the water, but they form no fettlements on the

maritime coafls, and thofe nearefk to them, are always diflant - at leaft a day's

journey.

Though it feldom rains in the royal city, there are certain feafons of the year

when the waters, which come from the mountains, fo fwell the great rivers, that the

water not being able to run off, by the too narrow canals, fprcads itfelfover the country,

which it covers during fix months of the year.

The inundation begins at the end of^ July, and the water increafmg two inches

every day, foinctiincs reaches 13 or 14 feet in height. If it fhould happen,

that it fhould iiicreal'e a foot in one day, provifions are fold at an exorbitant price,

and what the day before would fetch two or three crowns, would the next day

fell for fifty. This coiiftant and regular inundation, fpreads fertility in the lands, and

it may be faiJ that the Menan is to this kingdom what the Nile is to Egypt. The
inhabitants favoured with this bounty of luiture, have no occafion to nioiilen the

earth, with the fweat of their brow, to obtain an abundant return of rice. It is

fufficient lij;htly to open the furface of the foil, and throw the feed into if, which

the inundation caufes to fhoot, and the littit of the climate foon brings to maturity.

But the fource of this plenty is alfo the origin of all their vices. And as the produce

of their fields is not ihc fruit of their labour, they ftagnate in a worthlefs flothfulnefs,

and only fecm to exKl to cat and multiply their kind. Their whole labour confifts

in driving the birds fnuu their fown fields, the troublcfome and numerous fwarms of

which feem to darken the air : they make fcarccrows, and flrike on brafs plates, to drive

away thefe dellrudivc enemies.

It is an agreeable fight to fee an extent of ten leagues prefcnting at the fame time

ihe picture of a fca, and a champaign crowned with graiii. No dry land is obferved

7 except
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except nt certain didances, on which are built lavRe idolatrous tempks. The ears

which rifi? above the furfaco of the waters, yield with cafe under the boats, and rife

again without being injured: the water rifes to the firft (lory, therefore all the houfes

are built on piles, and Siam at the time of the inimdation, feems to have been built on the

model of Venice. 'I'he fifli fpre;>.d theinfelves over the fields, where they fatten and

multiply. Near the Portuguefc quarter is a temple of idols, where a large fifh is

found which has no teeth, and which regularly aflcmbles in great quantity in this

fpot : they go to fee thcni with a fuperftitious curiofity, and no one dares to take

them. If any one was rafli enough to wound them, he would be expofed to the

danger of being knocked down by the priefts.

'1 he private houfes arc convenient, and eafdy built, being only made of wood, and
covered with leaves ; the walls are of bamboo. The furniture merely confifts in fome
carpets and cufliions ; they have neither beds, chairs, tables, cabinets, nor paintings.

They flccp on a fnnple mat, with a flight covering, but, notwithftanding this fimplicity,

an elegant ncatncfs reigns in all their apartments.

The King's palace refembles a city, thcenclofureof which is furrounded with three

ranges of brick walls ; there are no windows. The building has nothing interefting

in it, but the fize of the chambers where the King gives audience ; the walls are

nnkcd and without any decoration ; but the boards are covered with magnificent

I'erfian carpets. The monarch appears fcatcd on an eftrade a little elevated, and

covered with a carpet, fo old that its original colour is not to be diftinguiflied. On
extraordinary ilays, the King gives audience from a balcony. In the interior are

obferved three brick edifices, the middle one of which is an idolatrous temple. One
fide of 'he palace is for the men, and the other for the women. The fronts are all gilt,

and the roofs are covered with a kind of tin, and gilt in ftripes.

On the fame fide of the city towards the eaft, is the palace of the Grand Prince, a

cannon fliot diftant from the King's, the top of which is not crowned with an arrow,

like that of the monarch's. Several other edifices are obferved, whofe exterior

announces the refidence of a powerful King : they are only elephants' (tables, and

efpecially of thofe which have rank, either for their beauty or particular inftinft.

They arc brought up with much care, and when their qualities anfwer the pains taken

with them, the monarch beftows on them the title of Count, Marquis, then Duke,

and laftly Peer. Thus this Angular people lavilh on animals titles of honor, the

ambition of poli(hed nations. The Prince of elephants, has his palace apart, where he

is ferved by dignified officers.

This palace is only open to foreign amba(radors, we are therefore ignorant of its

police, punilhinents, and amufcments. The women's apartments are feparated from

one another, to prevent the ufual dilTeniions which arifc from rivalfhip. In the

interior is a temple enriched with gold and filver Itatues : alfo reprefentations of all

kinds of fruit in the (ame metals : there likcwife are depofited the prefents >whioh

each province fends to the monarch twice a year ; and this tribute confilts of five

flowers of gold, each weighing fix ounces, and five of filver of the fame weight. Near

the temple is the royal trealury, where all the coined filver is placed, without any

being ever taken from it. This gulph is opened but to fwallow up every thing, and

the glory of the Kings lies in accumulatuig uftlcfs riches. The policy which

prcfervcs them for extraordinary occafions, has olien brought the (late to tho

brink of a precipice. The covetous foreigner, to invade them, often makes

incurfions, which luccecd. It would be more advantageous to the Siamefe monarchs
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to pofllefs iron to fabricate arms, than heaps of gold, which awaken the cupidity of
avaricious aeighboiirs.

There is another treafiire, appropriated to daily expences, and it is from that they

take to lend to all merchants on ufury. Girls are fometimes carried off from the

provinces, to be deftined for the fervices of the palace. Fathers, fearing to be

deprived for ever of their children, take the precaution of marrying them very young,

or elfc pay confiderable fums to the officers charged with the execution of this tyranny,

and thefe officers feduced by the weight of the prefents declare the girls incapable of

fervice.

It is in this filent retreat, inhabited by ten thoufand men, that an invifible monarch
repofes on the bofom of voluptuoulhefs or debauchery. His fubjefts, by whom he

is unknown, are only fenfible that they have a mafter, by the dread he infpires, or

by the oppreffions he orders. It would be profanation of the majcfty of this tyrant,

to mention his name, or to enquire after his health. The care taken to maintain

rcfped deftroys attachment ; and the love of the Siamefc for their King is a weak
and faded fentiment ; therefore when a rebel ftarts up, they wait the event with

indifference. Thofe deftincd to wear chains are never inclined to incur dangers for

him who impofes them. An army of citizens is invincible j— a horde of flaves arc

devoted to him who will pay and fupport them.

Siam and the other principal cities of the kingdom are only compofed of wretched

cabins, built without tafte or convenience. The capital is not equal to a quarter

of London or Paris ; and the Siamefe who have never travelled in other coun-

tries, bellow magnificent names on their fmall towns, which they look upon as

prodigies of art.

The kingdom is divided into ten provinces, which are Supthia, Bancok, Porcclon,

Pipli, Campine, Rapri, Tennaffcrim, Ligour, Cambouri and Concacema, which have

all a feparate governor.

I (hall confine myfelf to a fupcrficial defcription of the chief provinces.

Bancok is fituated fcven leagues from the fea, and is called Fou in Siamefe. Its

environs are ornamented with delightful gardens, which fiipply the inhabitants with

much fruit, which they prefer to all other food : its rich and fertile territory prefenis

an agreeable variety of fruit trees. This city, which is one of the chief bulwarks of

the kingdom, was fortified in 1685, by the Chevalier de Chaumont : but all

thefe works become ufelefs to the Siamefe, who neither know how to attack or defend

places.

Tennaffcrim is a province vvhofe foil produces an abundance of rice and excellent

fruits. It is in its fale and commodious port that veffels of all nations arrive,

and the people find more means of fubfiding tlian in the other parts of the kingdom.

Louvo, which givL's its name to a province, is a city which the rcfidence of Kings

has made a rival of the capital. Their palace, without being large and magnificent, is

plcafant and conveniei.t ; the purity of the air attrads them thyre for eight months in

the year.

Pipli, a fea-port, carries on a confiderable commerce in rice, cloths, and cotton.

Kach houfe has its garileus, where tliey grow great quantities of betel, cocoa, durio,

bananas, oranges, ami other choice fruits.

Ligor is a lea-port fitirated at the entrance of the gulph of Siam. It is there that

calain is found, a kiiul of tin, which will be defcribed. Its territory produces inueh

rice and fruits, which are the food and riches of the country.

J 3 Caniburi,
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Caniburi, which is on the frontiers of Pegu, has a great trade in eagle-wood,

elephants' teeth, and rhinoceros's horns: it is from this province they obtain the

beautiful varnifh.

Porcelon, which the Portuguefe have corrupted into Porfaloue, was formerly under
the government of hereditary lords, and it is ftill in the name of their former mafters,

and in their palace, that juflice is adminiftered to this day. This city, fortified with

14 ballions built by French engineers, is rich and commercial, efpecially in elephants*

teeth, rhinoceros's horns, ikins of wild beads, fugar, tobacco, onions, wax and honey.

I'hey make flambeaus of pitch and oil ; and the red gum is obtained th 're, of which is

made what is called Spaniih wax ; wood for building and dyeing j and it h its territory

which produces a kind of tin, and ambergris.

CHAP. III. Mannersf Ways, and Cujloms of the Siamefe.

BY a perverfion of order, the Siamefe condemn theii' women to all labours which
require (trength, and which fatigue : while this indolent people flumber in liftlefs

eale, the laborious women cultivate the earth, cut wood, and get in the harvells.

This vice has its fource in defpotifm'; every one avenges himfelf on his domeftic empire

for the difgraceful fervitude to which he is condemned in public ; and he who from
his infancy crawls beneath the yoke ever proves an imperious mailer, more defirous of
being obeyed than beloved.

Their ignorance in aftronomy has introduced the cuftom of ftriking on pots and
pans when there is an eclipfe, becaufe they are perfuaded that this phenomenon is

caufed by the malignity of a dragon, which devours the two lights of the world; and

it is by making a great nolle, that they endeavour to frighlen this animal that would
deprive them of the light of day.

With the Siamefe gold is a merchandize, and not money. They have no watches

of that metal j all the coins are of filver, and the different kinds are only diftinguifhed

by their fize ; the ftamp is the fame. The bafer money confiits in fhells, which
conflitute the reprefentative riches of many nations of the Eaft.

There is one day in the year, in which they praftife a ceremony, fomewhat
refembling that of the Scape-goat, which was cuftomary among the Jews. They
fmgle out a woman, broken down by debauchery, and carry her on a litter through

all the (Ireets to the found of drums and hautboys. The mob infult her, and pelt

her with dirt : after having fufficiently cxpofed her through the whole city, they throw

her on a dunghill, and fometimes on a hedge of thorns, without the ramparts, forbidding

her ever to enter them again. This inhuman and fuperllitious ceremony is founded

on the belief, that this woman thus draws upon her all the malign influences of the air

and of evil fpirits.

The people are far more lively than the great, who, fliut up with their women,
never go out but to aflifl; at ceremonies with the dull companions of their folitude. In

tliefe foiemnities the women appear unveiled.

An efi'cminate and idle people never ftiine in fociety. The Siamefe, gentle without

vivacity, enjoys a calm delight, which feems rather to arife from the abfence of

pain, than the fenfation of pleafure. His flcthful indifference communicates itfelf

to all around him : he is a machine, that can only be put in motion by the hand

of another.

They are all of a regular and middling height.^ Nature, careful in forming

them, neither produces lame nor crooked, and they' are all well proportioned, as
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they come from the hand of that indiiflrious mother. There are no deformed people

but fuch as have becc iie fo by accident. '1 hey are moflly lar^e bodied, broad faces

and fliouldcTs ; their nofe is fliort and round, and an aquiline on\i is a rare phenomenon.
Many arc niarked with the finalUpox, which disfigures tlieir features. Their nodrils

are wide, ami their complexii)n fwarthy, which neverihelcfs docs notfeem to be their

natural colour, but (hould be attributed to their cuflom of going nJtcd from their

earlielt infancy. The women do not poflefs thofe fine and delicate features^, which in

Europe give the idea of beauty ; and they would fcarccly be dillinguifliable from the

men, but for their drefs and hangiiig neck, which fuIKs very low.

Though their difpofuion Kads to commerce, the fuurcc of it is only open to the

Monarch, w ho reforves to hiuifelf the privilege of carrying it on with foreigners

;

therefore the law rcdric^s them to internal trade, tlie advantages of which are very

circunifcribed. This people, fnnnle in their manners, have had no occafion for foreign

produftions. Thofe born in the \r>we{\ orders find a fufiicicnt refource in fifhing. If

thv legiflature did not extijiguilh their commercial induflry, they would be much abler

traders than many other nations. That honelly which conftitutes the very bafis of
trade, is a virtue they praclile without eilort. The perfon that fells never counts the

money he receives, nor does the buyer ever examine his goods. Muflins and other

linens are fold in tlie piece, and they never meafure them by the yard ; one is often liable

to be deceived in the weight, becaufe the monies, which are ufed for weights, are

almoft always defaced, and having all the fame mark, and flruck at the fame conier,

they are all fuppofed to have the fame value. Gold is twelve times the value of
filver.

'I'he kingdom of Siam Is covered with fwampy nnrflies, which only yield poor grafs

to feed their horfes, which are weak and clumfy ; nor do they cut them to render them
more docile, or check their fpirit. '1 hey have neither afles nor mules. The buffalo,

the ox, and the elephant, are the only domeflic animals from which theSiamefe derive

any advantage. The female elephants are employed in domeflic fervices ; the males

more untradable, are dellined for war : every body is free to hunt theai.

As the country furniflies but few horfes the King imports them, more cfpecially from
Batavia ; but the breed is fmall and flubborn. 'I'he elephant is a more noble animal,

and more adapted for war : he is taught to proted his niafler, to place him on his back
with his trunk, and to trample on his enemies There is always one on guard at the

palace, ready accoutered ami prepared to march : the driver fits on his neck without

any faddle. 'I'his animal obedient to command, kno;vs where be ought to flop. They
ufe a goad of iron or filver to uicreafe his fpeed ; he feems to know the voice of hiin

who has the care of feeding and attending him, and obeys his leaft fignal.

Sometimes the Siamefe travel on fquare feats, carried by four or eight men, who
are relieved by an equal number. This people, an enemy to all fatigue, only like to

travel by water, in vellels they call billions, w hich, though made from a fingle tree, is

fometiines from one hundred to one hundred and twenty feet in length ; they have as

many as one hundred and twenty rowers, who are placed two and two ; but it is only the

people of confequence who travel with fuch a numerous retinue, to fhew their dignity :

the comnKm ballons contain but twenty at moft. Thefe rowers have a mejfured
kind of a fong, and they row with grace and eafe. 'I'he women brought up in this

exercife, which with us is only ufed by the condenmed dregs of fociety, condud them
with much dexterity. Many Siamefe have no other dwelling than their ballons, and
loine of them are highly ornamented and very convenient.

i he palanquin is a kind of bed, carried by flaves on tlieir ihoulders. Only thofe
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that ati i'l, and fome old people, have a right to ufe them : but all Europeans may enjoy

that privilege. The Siamefe have different parafols, and each rank has its own. Thole
bke ours are for the lower clafs, 'I'hcy have fome which look like fo rtiany parafols

one above another, and the King only nwy ufe thein. The Talapoins have them of
different forms, which all fliew their rank.

The King's bullons are made of a fingle tree, which mud be fuppofed of a prodigious

height, fince they will contain one hundred and fifty rowers. The two ends are very
elevated, and he who fteers them makes the whole bark tremble, when he ftamps on
the poop. It every where is decked by art and the ornaments of fculpture ; and in the

middle is elevated a throne, in a pyramidal form, on which the eye dwells with delight.

The Siamefe are only good failors on their rivers ; and for fea voyages they employ
Moors, Chinefe, Malays, and Chriflians defcended frpm Europeans. They row fitting,

their legs croffed like tailors, and this attitude deprives them of part of their ftrength

and activity. They have alfo feveral long and narrow boats, in the conftrudion ctf

which they neither employ nails nor iron, the parts are faftencd together with roots or
twigs, which withlland the deRru£tive aftion of water. They have the precaution to

infert between the joints of the planks a light and porous wood, which fwells by being

wet, clofes all the openings, and prevents the water from penetrating into the veffol.

When they have not this wood, they rub the chinks by which the water enters

with clay.

The conflant motion obfervable on the Mcnan prefents the eye with a pleafing;^

variety. The dignity of tliofe who pafs is eftimatcd by the number of tlie rowers.

Each boat has a Imall room in the center, with a roof of leaves, interwoven in a tafleful

manner : it is fupported by four pillars faftened to the fides of the boat. The two
fidts have blinds of mats to keep off the rain and fim. Only the Kuig, the royal

family, and Europeans, are allowed to have curtains. Every one elfe is excluded from
a privilege, the enjoyment of which could hurt no one.

Although agriculture is much neglected the ancient Kings of Siam were obliged to

till the earth at the commencement of each feafon. The intent of this ancient cuftom
was to ennoble an art, which, by a remains of barbarifm, the nations of Europe leave to

the lowed ranks of focicty. The Kings having degenerated from the fimplicity of
primitive manners, have been fearful of cominiiting their dignity, by devoting them-

felves to occupations, which the meannefs of thofe who follow them feems to have

rendered contemptible. Their fuperftition has taught them to fear that Heaven, irri-

tated with this prevarication, would curie the earth with fterility ; therefore, not to

fecm to have aboliflied acuftom, confecrated by its antiquity, the name of king is given

to a mercenary, who, for a day, exerciies the fun6\ions of royalty, and enjoys all the

prerogatives attached to it.

Experience has fliewii that, though Kings are no longer hufbandmen, the lands are

not lels fruitful ; therefore they do not now bellow the name of king on the individual

who, by his buffooneries, profaned the dignity of that facred title. They at prefent

confine thcmfelves to giving him the name of Grand Lord of the Rice. On the day

appointed for this ceremony, he repairs to the field pointed out for him to till. He is

mounted on an ox, and followed by all his officers, who take care to colleft all the

ri^'hts annexed to royalty, but the collection is not very confiderablc, by the precaution

taken to leave nothing on that day in his way. After he has tilled a fmall portion of

the land, he returns to the city in the fame order. The affembled multitude celebrate

games and feftivals in honour of him. The next day the depofed monarch returns to

his
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his original iiifignificancy, and the profit he derives from thU mafqueradc fcarcely

fiiHices to iimiiiiaiii him iur a year.

It is not from a principle ot avarice that the Siamcfe do not fljcw their hofj)itah'ty

;

a natural and uncondrained pnlitenefs unites all licarts ; and as generofity is not

ruinous, they willingly provide for the wants of the unfortunate. The poor unable to

work is never reduced to the difgraceful neceflity of begging for his fubfiflcnce : his

companionate neighbours fupply his wants. Begging is a dilgrace which attaches to

the beggar and all his family. It is furprifing that a people with whom poverty is not

burthenibme, and intered docs not engender thofe animofities which in other nations

create as ni.iny enemies as citizens, (hould be guilty of a moU prepoflerous ufury.

The Monarch lets the example to his fubjeds : he has a treafure fet apart to lend at an
intorelt of 50 or even 100 per cent. This ufury is never injurious, becaufe the bor-

rower fmds the means of exerling his indullry, and of carrying on a privileged com-
nuTce, without paying any duties.

The parental authority accuftcmis the children to an implicit obedience : the father

is interelled by natural affeftion, and by the law of the country, early to implant in their

hearts the fLviis of virtue ; for if afterwards the children fall into any mifdeineanor, or
commit any crime, the whole family is included in the punilhment inflided by the larv.

Politenefs and docility are the fruits of the inilructions bellowed on them, nt the age
of levcn, tlu'ir education is entrulled to learned and virtuous Talapoins, whofe drefs they

•llumc, anil which they quit when they return to the rank of citizen. Thofe who have

not had fuch mafters are flmt out from dignities, and they arc fuppofed not to have
acquired in a domellic education the ncceifary knowledge to form the man of public

bulinefs. Their family allows them a penUon proportionate to their means, and fome
have feveral flavcs folely to wait upon them. As all the Siamefe arc intended for trade,

they merely teach thenj to read, write, and caft accomptvS. 'I'he idolatrous priefts train

their minds beneath the yoke of prejudices and fuperftition, and teach them errors which
they would be happy to be able to forget.

'i"\\o languages are in ufe among this people. The language of the country, and
the lialay language, which both polfefs alphabets of few letters. The SianiL-fe has no
conjugations nor declenfions like the Balay, which is the language of the priefts and
iiiiniders of the law. It is written from the left to the right, as well as the Siamefe,

which, like the Chincfe, is compofed almolt entirely of monofyllables, and like that

loaded with many accents : the only difference is that the Chinefc form the line from
the top to the bottom, and that the iird takes the right, the others running towards the

left. All other Afiatic nations write from the right to the left.

A Siamefe has not the privilege of poffefling arms, unlefs the King has granted it to

him. This teftimony that the Monarch bears of his valour, gives liim the right of
purchafing of them. Their indolence deprives them of the ufe of their feet, and thiir

hams being inflexible makes walking painful to them. One is furprifed to fee tlidr

fentinels always lying on the ground. It will take twenty Siamefe to do in a year, vvliat

an European ariifan would execute in a month.

Although fuperftition has corrupted tiieir minds, they tolerate all religions. Their

veneration for the traditions of their anceftnrs does not infpirc them with any averfion

for other ceremonies. This obftinate attachment to error makes them believe that they

have the fuperiority over all nations, who do not think as they do ; but they only pity

thofe who have the misfortune to be deprived of that light which fliines for them ;

dilTcreuce uf upiniuu aevcr cngeaders liatrcd, aud ambition there never covers iiielf

with
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tvlth the cloak of religion to Illumine the torch of civil difcord. A French traveller,

who had long fludied their charaftcr, was perfuaded that they were all born philo*

loplters : it was nlfo the opinion of the ancients, who affirm thnt it was in India that

the firfl fages fpread the benefits of philofophy.

Their way ot reckoning the days, weeks, and months, is in many points different

from ours. Their year has twelve lunar months, which have no names, and which

are diflinguifhed by the firft, fecond, third, &c., and as each year has more than

twelve moons, at the end of two or three years they add a thirteenth month. Their

cycle contains fixty years, while ours has one hundred. Each has its name, and as they

have but twelve names, they repeat them five times in each cycle, to arrive at the

number of fixty, which makes five revolutions of thnfe twelve months in a cycle.

'I'o each revolution they add a word, which points out if it be the firft, fecond or

third, kc.

Thoy begin the year with the new moon, which correfponds fometime& with the

month of November, fometinies with that of December. They date their acts cither

from the year of their cycle, or from that in which Sommona-Kodon put afido his

human nature, to hcconu' a god. This method has been more ufed fince they havs

feen the Chrillians and Mahometans .date their years, the one from Jefus Chrift, the

other from Mahomet.
The week is, like ours, compofed of fevcn days, each of which has the name of a

plant, without their being able to explain the origin of fuch denomination. The length

of the day and night is nearly always the fame.

Their Sunday, which they call Y'twipra, is always on the fourth day of the moon ; in

each month they have two grand ones, at the new and full moon, and two lefs foleuni,

on the feventh and tvvcnty-firft. This day does not exenipt thcni from labour, only fifh-

ing is forbidden them ; and thofe who tranfgrefs this prohibition pay a fine, and arc

thrown into prifon, for having profaned the fandity of that day on which the Tala-

poins cut their beard, hair, and eyebrows.

They have but two fcafons, winter and fummer. The two firft mnnihs of their

yrar, wliich nearly anfwer to our December and January, conllitute the whole of their

winter. And the air one then breathes is as burning as that of our hotteft fummers.

It feeins very troublefome to the Sianiefe, who arc not clad ; and indeed the north

wintls \\ hich then blow, arc fliarp and piercing. Their winter is very dry, and the

fummer very rainy ; for which rcalon the Europeans look upon the rainy feafon as

winter, ]\nd the dry feafon as fummer.

The third, fourth, and fifth moiuhs compofe their minor fummer, the other fevcn

arc confidcred as grand funmier. The minor is their fpring j but they have no

autumn, nor any diftinft time for the harvefl of their fruit, bccaufe their trees bear

them the whole year. They never lofe their leaves, and thofe which fall are imme-

diately replaced by others : tlie fap rifes duiing all feafons of the year. Although

they only reckon one grand fummer, they wcnild be more corred if they admitted two,

hecaufe twice a year they have the I'un vertical ; the firft time, when it paiVes from

the line to the tropic of Cancer, and the otiier when it returns from that tropic to

the line.

'1 he torrid zone would be uninhabliable, as the ancients crroncoufly b-. lievcd, if the

fun did not altra(!?l the clouds and rain. The wind coiiftai.lly blisws from the pole

moft diftant from that itar ;
,'0 that when it advances towards the ardic polo the wind

con\es from the fouth ; on tiie contrary, when it approaches the aiuarclie polo, cme

experiences the daily inconvenience of a north wind. TIiul^, during fununcr, the fun

being

Hi.
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being to the fouth of ilie line, the nortli winJ^ have an ap;rcoab!c; frcnmers } and when
it is to the north uf the line, the loutli wiiids bring ruin anil clouds which moderate

the fcorching heats.

The character of the Siamcfo partakes much of tho nature of their cliin;ite. Their
body enervated by the heat, poil'eires neither vigour nor defircs ; tluy attacli an idea of

bafonefs to works which require ftrength, and every thing which is troubicfonii' to

them appears mean. Contented with tne riches that nature has lavilhod on thcni, they

do not envy the produiiitions of other climates, nor will thi'y brave the (eas to obtain

in);\ginaiy riches, i'he cloaths in requefl among other peoplj to them vvouKI 1k>

troublefome ; their difh( .; are plain, and their fauces are never varied. It fecmr, ih;.t

their whole happim fs conlKls in infcnfibility.

The education oJ the Siamefe girls inlures the innocence of thi-ir manners. Cautious

mothers prohibit them from all intorcourfo with the men, more el'pecially with tho hale

corrupters, wlio nuike a merit cf fedi:^ion. To avoid the eH'ccL'? of ton warm a tern-

,peramcnt, tluy marry tliein at the age of tv/clve, as well to fuliil the laws of nature, a*

to give fubjeds to the ftate. There are many who, rebels to the empire of the climale,

never fu^mit to the yoke of marriage ; hut there are none who do not wait the arrivill

of old age before they embrace a religions life. Though on? nun may have many
wives, only the great atul rich ufe this privilege, more ailapted to trouble the tranquillity

of the foul, tlian to rcprefs the intetnperancc of the pailions.

When the great take feveral wives, it is lefs from inclination than from luxury. The
chief has cxclufivc privileges : the others arc only flavcs, degraded by the name of
** little wives :' they are fubfervient to the will of the firlK '1 heir children partake

of the meannefs of their condition : they ftyle the author of their days, '* My Lord
the King ;" the others born of the lirfl wife merely call him father.

It is from among wimen of proved virtue that they demand a girl in marriage.

Before an anfwer is given, the parents give the hour of the birth of their daughter, and
receive that of the boy.

Soothfayers are cemfulted to know if the marriagi^ n ill be happy. Thofc that make
the demand carry betel, and if the parents carry it 1 > their mouth, it is a fign they give

their confent. The young man takes his millrefs a prefent of fruits ; and on the thinl

vifit he pays her, the two families afl'cmble, and the marriage ceremony is performed

without the afliftance of the priefts. They arc perhaps the only people on earth who
have not llamped the fcal of religion on an union fo important to fociety. It is true,

that fome days after the ceremony the Talapoins go and throw holy water on the married

couple, and fay piayers to purify them.

The weddings a.r; celebrated with much folemnity at the girl's parents, who give

fcafts and entertainments, at which mercenaries arc hired to dance and fing. The
married pair and their relations would think they erred againll propriety if tliey were

to join in thofe dances. The marriage is only confid'red as a civil contn..' \?r
two freepcrfons, who have bound it with their confent, and that of their partTir. vj

which deprives the woman of the liberty of breaking the union ; but the ' -r ! e: ..

put her away, by giving her a certificate of repudiation. There are certain cafes in

which the woman has a right to demand a feparatinn, and the hufband feldoin refufes

it; it is intercfting t J h'^i to get rid of a woman whofe heart he no longer pofleffes.

The marriages are goncu 'y fruitful, and it is not uncommon for them to have twins :

but if the ripenefs of th*« :r)zn is premature, llie foon ccafes to bring children, and

their own bounty cxha.'i^s % . u>.

The
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The nuptial couch Is ffldom polluted i.y adultery. The right which the hufbands

pofTLls t«i kill ihoir wivi's taken in the;»d ,> ik ' iht only check to incontinence. 'I'he

women, always occupied with domcftir duti'.>s, liuvc no time to carry on intrigucn. They
never allifl at thol'.' gatiu's ;iin[ anuiien- ,.ib ^^here the itnpnrc and burning breath of

the paliioMs is iiiljalal. ]<elirtd wiiliin their hoiifcs, they receive no vifits from thofe

dangerous ledncirs, who unblufhini^ly . tray their iuifts or their friends. It is alfo

the wife who cultivat. s the earth ; Ihe wakes ;it the dawn cf dav, and prepares for

hiT indolent foverc^ixji a brr.ikf;iit of rice and fair fifli, which he takt ,
and after thi»

firll tncal he Ik-eps till dinnertime; at>d when hi has fatisfied his appetite, he again

devotes hinifclf 10 fldp, which he only interrupts to game, or take fome amufenieiir,

titi tlio hour of Air'[)'r arrives. 'J'he wife, Iiumble and fubmifllvc lias neither the

privilege ' . fi'.iing nor eating with her hidband ; (he is atlive and careful in p eparinjj

the vi ',. !
,

nd xhrn he has dined. Die withdraws to dine in her tum, 8he nevt-r

go . in the i 11 .; ballon ; and when admitted to the coi^jugal bed, flie hah a lower

pilli'W, to remind her of her inferiority.
,

All iiii .0 invited to the wedding are obliged to fend a prcfent, and it often forms

'he riclietl dower of the bride. Marriage is forbidden in the firft degree of relation-

fhip ; but they may marry their coulin-gcrmans, and even two fifterb, one after the

other } but if they have married the youngeft firll, they then mull not marry the

other. 'I'he Kings are not fubjed to this law j they marry their neareft r iatives., and

fomelimes their own filler. The fuccefllon to the hufband belongs en fi rely to the

principal wife, who is to divide it in equal portions among all her chile en. The
deftiny of the inferior wives is abfolufely dependent on the legitimate heir who may
fell them, or allow them an arbitrary means of fu bfiftence : they poflefs n thing but

what the father gave them when living. The daughters of the inferior wiv s may be

fold like cattle, or clfe they are allowed a fmall fubfiltence. Every huiban.. is fove-

reign.in his family ; he can even fell his wives and children : but the firft w fe is not

fubjecl to this degradation ; he can only repudiate her, and then he is obliged t > return

her her portion. The children are equally divided between them ; but if the umber
is odd, the wife has one more than the hufband.

There is a whimfical cuftom which deranges all matrimonial agreements. Some-

times the Monarch bellows a wife, of whom he is tired, on one of his favouii' s: it

is a flattering diflindion, which often conftrains the inclination. The wife gi\ n by

fo refpecfable a hand partakes of all the prerogatives of the prii\cipal wife. Thole who
wifli to preitrve their mailer's favour, or who fear being difgraced, give this w* man
an abfolute dominion over all their houfe.

The chief wife only has the title of Queen. Her rule is abfolute within the palace

:

at her tribunal are difc ifled the difagreements among the women and the cuui: l\s.

She dillribules punifhuunts and rewards at pleafure ; and thofo who are fnli't'ctc, of

difputv'f>; her hufliand's heart with her, find in her an inexorable judge, i'he has ner

elephants, her otlirc is, and her private magazines. She is only ^ ilibif to her omnichs

and her women. Wlun fhe goes abroad (he is carried in a chair, enclofed with cur-

tains, from which (he can fee every thing without being feen : all who meet her on
the way aie obliged to proflrate themfelves belore this invifible iik'l.

The Siamefe are furious in their fits of jealouly, but this weaknefa is lefs a fentiment

of love, than vexation of humiliated vanity at the preference given to a rival: thev

are no lefs jealous of their daughters than of their wive?, and the ptinifliiueut the

inflict for their fall is not U fs levcre. Jealoufy oppofes the pradiiA; oi their virtues.
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'I'hcy arc hunnnc and companionate, yet they never (hew their hofpitality, which is

not iieceilary in a country where all flrangers find eafy means of fubfifting.

Although challity is in general obferved in thoir marriages, yet inllances are not

wanting ol' wnnien abanddning theinlelves to their inclinations. Thoi'c convidled of

this crime arc ixpofctl to tigers to be devoured, or elfe they are fold to a certain odious

nfiiccr, who, by means oi a tribute he pays the King, has the infamous privilege of

proiUtuling them for his own emolument. The accomplice of the adultrefs is involved

in her condeniiiation : he is puniihed by the whip or the ballinade.

Horrid difpoiifm tears daughters from the arms of their fathers; and thofe who
cnimot refolve to fee thcmfelves for ever parted fron; the fruit and objed of their

atloclion, prefer facrificing part of their fortune, rather than confent to fo diftrefling

a frparation. Daughters have no claim to the crown ; Icarcely do they enjoy the pri-

vilege of liberty. It is the will of the dying father that fettles the fucceflion : thus a

tyrant, while living, he dill reigns after his death. He often gives the preference to

the fon of a concubine over that of the legitimate ^ucen : but it is generally force

which decides the right of the competitors for the throne.

Slavery gives an abfolute power to the mailer, who may exaft the bafeft employ.

meiits from his Have. Slavs are born fuch, or become fo. The infolvent debtor and
the prifoner of war are deprived of their natural liberty, but the children born during

their llavery are not included in their dcbafement. The flave for debt regains his

liberty when he has fulfilled his engagements. Although a mailer decides at will on
the lot of his flave, he has no power over his life. He who polTeflcs many, allows

them, on paying a remuneration, to work lor others. Thus they are rather vaflals

than adual flaves, fince by paying a tribute to their mailer they enjoy all the advan>

tagcs of liberty.

The King only fees in his fubjei^ls a bafe horde of flaves, who are obliged to work
(or him fix months in the year : but though his power is unlimited, the fidelity of

his fubjcvils is not the lefs iufpeclod. He cannot but know, that he who darts do
every thing, is always reduced to the neceflity of fearing every thing ; and fad expe-

rience has taught him, that the farther one extends one's privileges, the more one

multiplies one's enemies ; and that the throne of defpotifm is often Ifained with the

blood of him who fills it. The fear he inlpircs,* by never appearing but with all his

forces, banilhes affection. Afia, at all times, has been the country of flaves, and the

fanguinarv theatre of revolutions ; becaufe the interells of the people are always dif-

tincl from ihofe of a defpot. There has never been found in Alia a body compofed

of magilbati s, who watched over the fafety of the chief and of the public. All arbi-

trary power is an attack againlt the rights of mankind, while the authority didated by

the law is conrtant, and has nothing obnoxious in it.

Old age is a^ honourable at Siani as it was formerly at Lacedemon. It is a homage
dial the new inhabitants t)f the world pay to thole about to quit it. The fad priviKge

of age gives more diflindions than rank itlelf. The Mandarin, exalted to emiiujir

rank, is obliged to give way to his inferiors who are older than himfelh A chiKl

would be efti'eincd a monller if he deviated from the refpectful aft'cction due to a

parent ; and he who fliould be unnatural enough to bring him before any tribunal,

would become the objeJ of public execration. C)n the contrary, the law places the

< hildren in entire depend< nee on their father, who may fell them, but not take away
their life.

Every oppofite feems united to form the eharader of this people. They take im

pains
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pains to acquire, yet preforve with anxiety what they poflefs. Avaricious without an

objed, they prefer burying their wealth to ufmg it. Gentlenefs and poUtenefs are

virtues which are natural to them ; but when they give way to anger, their fury is

boundlefs and unreftrained. Indolence prevents them from feeling the anxious and

painful fentiment of hatred ; but when it is awakened, it (talks with poifon and the

dagger. The effufion of human blood is held in horror ; their common quarrels end

by a few blows and coarfe abufe. Their lazinefs renders them diflimulating and taci-

turn. It is this principle of indolence which has fandified their cuftoms and perpe-

tuated their errors. Admiration is a fentiment they never experience ; and whatever

might excite curiofity, leaves them in a ftate of ftupidity.

It feems that nature, forefeeing that they would be rigid mailers, and incapable of

command, has given them low and fervile inclinations, to fweeten the bitternefs of

their condition. They are mean and cringing when you aflfume the tone of fuperiority

with them. The inward confcioufnefs of their weaknefs makes them have recourfe to

cunning to parry force. They bellow pride and contempt on thofe who teflify any

regard for them.

If they would vow an eternal friendfhip, they drink the fame arrack from the fame

cup ; or they lance fome part of the body to fetch blood, which they reciprocally

drink. It was thus the ancient Scythians and Babylonians fealed their alliances

:

almoft all the modem people of the Kail obferve this cuflom. Notwithftanding all the

faults attached to this nation, all travellers agree, that their morals are as pure as

their heaven, and that mildnefs and moderation are virtues of their climate ; and mod
of their vices would be eafy to correct, if education afllfted inclination. But the un-

cultivated mind never diftinguiflies the good from the excellent, .ind they acl without

giving themfelves the trouble to rcflccl or realbn.

The Siamefe, to preferve cleanlinefs, enter into very troublefome minutix. They
perfume part of the body, to afford an agreeable fmell ; and it \\t>uld be failing in

politenefs to pay a vifit without having bathed. They take as much pains to blacken

their teeth as the F.uropeans take to keep theirs white. They pluck out the root of

the beard, which in all hot countries is a troubl^^fome excrefcence; but they fuffer

their nails to grow, as the Chinefe did before their country was invaded by the Tar-

tars. They wafh their hair with fcented waters and oils. Notwithftanding the pains

they take to preferve their cleanlinefs, they infpire Europeans with invincible difgufl

when they open their mouths or fliew their hands. 'I'heir teeth, ftained black, feem

fo many bits of ebony ; their nails, and more efpccially thofe of the right hand, which

they fuU'er to grow, rel'emble the claws of fomc carnivorous animal : it k, neverthe-

lofs, by thefe marks that the elegant and polUlu'il man is diftinguiihed from the fervile

and clownifli. The gay women, and thole who \vi(h to charm, never flievv themfelves

without having falfe nails three or four inches long.

Frugality is a virtue attached to climate, and as nature has not multiplied their wants,

they are rich in the niidll of indigence, or at lead in the privation of things which

opinion has made wants with us. The Siamefe have neither tables, cloths, napkins,

knives, fpoons, nor forks ; every thing fcrved up to them is ready cut, and, among
the great, the commonelt vcflel is of China or Japan. They never fcrve in Hat dilhos,

even at the King's table. Rice and dry or falted fiih are exceeding cheap ; and for a

halfpenny a Siamefe iatisfies all his wants. Thus this people, without any anxiety as

to the means of fubfifling, give themfelves up to idlenefs, and every houfe refounds

with the ftmg and (houts of mirth, which are not heard among nations where luxury,

extending our wants, renders the means of fubfifting more difficult. Their coarfe
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palate is not oifcnued at the odour of rotten fifh and addled eggs. They eat grafs.

hoppers, rats, lizards, and all kinds of infeds defpiled by Europeans. Their fauces

are made with a little water, into which they put garlick, cibol, and balm. As they

have no faffron, they ufe a root which, reduced to powder, has the tafte and colour of
it. They have no oil from nuts or olives ; they only ufe the oil of cocoa. Their

cows give little milk, but the female buffalo fupplies the deficiency. The heat of the

climate prevents butter from attaining any confiftence. The flelh of animals they do
not care about ; they only cat their entrails, as being more eafy to diged. It muft not

be imagined that there is any whim in their tafte; alKthe meats are void of juice and
of difficult digeftion. The Europeans, who are moft voracious, feldom ufe them after

they have been fome time in the country. Sobriety, in all hot countrie:>, is a virtue

of climate. The price of meat is fo low, that a cow is only worth fivep?nce. It is

true, mutton and goat are dearer, becaufe the Maures confume a great deal. Poultry

is not worth the fattening ; each kind is the more multiplied, as the heat of the climate

fufficcs to hatch the eggs.

One would think that people, among whom fobriety is a general and common virtue,

would be exempt from all thofe difeafes which are the bitter fruits of intemperance

:

but every climate has its germs of benefits and evils ; and to judge of the fobriety of

different people, one fliould know the different degrees of heat of their ftomachs. One
would be obliged to confefs, that he who eats the leaft is often the moft intemperate.

Diffenterics, putrid fevers, fluxions of the breaft, make great ravages. The rains,

which fall a great part of the year, caufe coughs, hooping-coughs, and rheumatifms,

as frequent as in Europe. The difeafes which punilh incontinence are there numerous

;

but of^ all the fcourges which afflift this kingdom, the fmall-pox facrifices the greater

number of viftinis.

Nothing is fo contradidlory as the portraits of this people, whom fome reprefent as

fwimming in abundance, and others as languilhing in the bofom of poverty. Tra-

vellers, in the accounts they have given us of this kingdom, are by no means agreed :

ihey have only fpokcn of what they have feen. Thus fome fent there by Monarchs
have admired a mcwy court, which invented feftivals to ftiew its power ; others, at-

trafled by commerce, have only beheld a people deftitute of every thing which with

them was a real want. Their table is never covered with delicate meats, and the

murderous art of cooks does not tickle their palates. The fimplicity of the apart-

ments and furniture makes them defpife fuperiiuity, and confine themfelves to what is

neceffary.

European architc^s could not here exercife their talents. Their houfes, which are

all made on the fame model, are built with bamboo : they are raifed thirteen feet

above the furface of the earth, becaufe the water, during the inundations, rifes to that

height. They are all built on piles, and the ftaircaie, which is without, is a ladder

fimilar to thofe of our windmills. They have ramps of hurdles for the domeftic ani-

mals toafcend, whofe ftables are in the air. Thefe Angular houfes have their conve-

niences and luxuries. The apartments are tap* ftried with painted cloth, and the cieling

is covered with white muflin. There are no beds, becaufe the Siamefe never undrefs

to fleep, unlefs it be to change their wrappers. (Jealoufy, which tyrannifes over all the

people of the Eaft, does not allow the Siamefe to pradife hofpitality ; they are fearful

of cxpofing their women to- the eager gaze of a ftranger.)

The houfes of the great refemble immenfe preffes, where the mafter, his wife, and

children are lodged ; the fubaltern wives with their children, and each flave with his

family* occupy a feparate apartment. The pagodas are larger than high j they have
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neither vault nor cieling : the tiles which cover them are vamifhed with red, with
golden fillets. The gardens, which are numerous, are not fpacious ; the walks are very
narrow, and three perfons can Icarctly walk abreaft. Flowers every where perfume
the air ; the variety of trees prefents an agreeable relief, and the fountains maintain a
conftant coolnefs.

Nakednefs does not alarm their modefty, but by a fentiment of propriety, their loins

and thighs are covered with painted linen, or fometimes with gold or hlver fluff.

The cuflom of appearing in public half naked, is rather introduced by the heat of the

climate, than to excite libidinous ideas. There is no country where all parts that can
be offenfive to modefty are more carefully concealed. Some French foldiers in the
fuite of the Ambaflador fent by Louis XIV. expofed themfelves quite naked in the
bath. This fcandal made the people murmur, and they were obliged to give them
wrappers to ftop the complaints.

The children are in a perfeft ftate of nudity till the age of five, and at that age they are
clothed with a waiftcloth or wrapper which they mult no more quit. They are not
ftripped of them, even when it is neceflary to chaftife them. The people of the Eaft
look on it as infamous to ftrike any one on the expnfed parts of the body. Their
morals forbid difcipline and rods, which are in ufe among polifhed nations, where they

do not fcruple to wound the feelings of children, by infliding on them the fame punilh-

ments which the law in Its vengeance awards the guilty.

The mandarins wear a muflin Ihirt, without any collar, and which leaves the ftomach
bare. The great in winter wear a kind of cloak in the form of a fcarf. The King
puts on a brocaded veft, which is generally edged with the fineft laces of Europe.
He is the only one who may appear with this ornament, unlefs fome favourite

may have received it from his hands. Thofe who accompany him in the chace or to
war, rauft be cloathed in red, and the veft which is given them is always of that colour,

doubtlefs to put them in mind that they are deftined to Ihed the blood of the enemies
of their country.

Although the Siamefe always go bare-headed, the Kings and grandees of the ftate,

on days ofceremony, wear a white pointed bonnet ; that of the Monarch, fparkk's with
jewels, and it is by his richnefs that he is diftinguift>ed from others. They never make
ufe of hats, but in journeys, or on the rivers, where the fun is ftronger. Their fhoes

are pointed and without quarters j they take them off from refpeft on meeting the King
or their fuperiors.

I'he Siamefe have funeral ceremonies peculiar to themfelves. The biers are of wood,
gilt on the outfide ; and they confume the inteftines, to prevent the ill effects of putre-

faftion. V\ hile they are occupied in preparing the funeral pomp, they burn tapers and
perfumes round the dead. During the night priefts chaunt funeral hymns, which in-

ftrutl the foul in the way it ought to take to arrive at Its ccleftial refidence. They
then burn the body to the found of inftruments, in prefence of its family and friends,

who are clothed in white. Although religion does not enter into their funeral cere-

monies, it is cuftomary to have the lalapoins prefent, to fwell the pomp^ Their refpetl:

for the tombs is inviolable, for which rcalbn treafurcs are fometimes found in thetn,

which rich inifers hide there, as in a fafe depot ; but it often happens that rogues make
no fcruple of fearching the fepulchrcs to carry off thi^ wealth. When the relations

have fufliciently cried and flied tears, fealls and entertainments fuccced thefe fce'ies of

forrow ; they exert themfelves to Ihake oii' a tranquillity winch would inceffantly recal

the remembrance of what they had lufl.
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The honour of the funeral pile is not conferred on every body. Criminals who
perifli by the law, women who die in childbed, all thofe who have died a violent death
are condemned to be buried in the bowels of the earth ; which is the greateft difgrace

imprefled on the memory of the dead. They are confidered as criminals ftruck by the

vengeance of heaven, which never falls on the innocent. This belief gives them an
invincible repugnance to our religion; and they cannot conceive how Jtfus Chrift (houUl

have fuffered the ignominy of the crofs, if he had diftinguiflied himfelf by a£ls of virtue.

The cuiloni of carrying provifions to the tombs has led to a belief that they invoke
the dead : but this fuperltitious pradice has no other fource than the dread of appari-

tions, whom they would prevent by their gifts, of which the animals profit.

Mourning, which is the expreflion of grief, is fliewn under difterent forms. Fatherf)

and mothers who have loft their children fometimes devote themlelves to a religious life

;

others (have the head, and wallow in filth, to evince their alienation from things here
below.

'I'he funeral oxpences, are extended even to parrots. One of thofe birds, which the

Grand Prince had been very fond of, got it to be believed that the foul of fome
Monarch had palled into its body, and that therefore it was fit to pay him honours
proporiionate to his dignity. A large pyramid was erected, to which they afcended

by fteps ; on the top was a platform on which the body of the deccafed bird was to be
burnt, which was carried in a golden cage. This feftival lafted eight days, during

which, the Talapoins fucceeded each other in their prayers. The people in crowds rail

to the puppet-fhews and theatres, and linens, copper vafcs, and little Chinefe looking,

glafles were thrown to them. At laft the ceremony ended by reducing the defunct

parrot to aflies, whofe funeral furpaffed in magnificence thofe of the principal officers

of ftate-

CHAP. IV.— On the Government.

THE kingdom of Siam is governed by a defpot, who difpwfes at his will of the

fortunes and lives of his fubjeds, who are only a bafe horde of flavcs. As the Monarch
alone has the privilege of condemning to death, the moft flattering name they give

him is, Lord of life. When the fentence of the criminal is pronounced in one of the

tribunals tftablifhcd in each province, the proceedings are fent to the court, where the

motives of condenmation are re-examined, and if the proofs are imcquivocal, the fen-

tence is confirmed, and the criminal is taken to the place where the offence was com-

mitted, to be executed. There is no country where they obferve more formality to

fecure the life of the fubjed, and none where the punilhments are more feverc.

Every Siamefe owes fix months' fervice every year to the Monarch : and while he is

employed in laborious works, he is ftill obliged to live at his own exponce. Tlie Have

more privileged than the free-man, only works for a mafter who maintains him. The
owner difpcnfts with his labour, upon his paying a certain fum. Public and private

deftiny depend on the caprices of a mafter, buried in luxury, and fometimes in tlie

moft beaftly debaucheries. This invifible tyrant pafTes his days clFcminately with

women in an impenetrable feraglio, or with idolatrous priells, who to fecure their power

flatter his weakneflTes, and leave his mind to languilh in eternal infancy. It is there that,

enervated by luxury, and feduced by the voice of bafe corruptors, he thinks that all

his fubjods partake of his happinefs, his car is (hut to the groans of the wretched,

who can oppofe no rcfiftancc to avaricious onpreflbrs, who act with impunity. There-
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are fet days on which the great have the privilege of approaching the Monarch : but

indead of reprefenting the public mifery, it is then they atford the nation an example

of the moft humiliating flavery ; and convinced that by a look he can advance them, or

annihilate them, they approach him trembling, and pay him thofe honours they fcarcely

beftow on the divinity.

The fubjeft is never in reality poffeiTor of a field or a garden, fince if the produc-

tions are elleemed, a foldier comes and claims them for the King, or fome favorite

minifter. Thefe faithlefs ravifhers count the quantity of thefe fruits juft as they pleafe,

and make the proprietor refponfible foi'ihem. It when they ripen, the number of
fruits is not complete, the pofleflbr is puniflied as if he was really guilty of theft. There-
fore fome prefer cutting down their trees, to expofing themfelves to be punifhed for not

having fufficiently watched the prefervation of what they can no longer hope to enjoy.

This defpotifm ftifles talents and induftry. The workman is fearful of acquiring the

reputation of excelling in his art, becaufe that fuperiority would expofe him to be
obliged to work without wages, for an ungrateful mafter, who only knows how ta

punifli. Thus during their fix months of fervice, they fill their employments without

tafte, and without diftindion ; they fear to give their work a degree of perfection,

which would be puniflied by an eternal fervitude.

The Kings have as many worfliippers as fubjefts, their palaces infpire the fame refpeft

as the temples of the divinity. No noife interrupts its filence. The officer who has

duties to perform mud not enter when he has drank arrack, or any liquor which may
aifeft the reafon, and caufe him to forget his duties. The Monarch, to avoid the fatigue

of talking, gives his orders by figns. His guard is numerous, and he only trufts the

care of his perfon to a foreign military, and more efpecially to a company of Tartars of
approved courage. He has befides a corps of Indians, vvho boaft of being the iffue of
the blood of Kings. Their courage rifes above all dangers ; but it mu(t be excited by
opium, which making them ftupid, infpires them with an intrepidity, which 1-efults from
ignorance of danger.

The refpedl paid to the Kings, is extended even to the animals devoted to their fervice j

it is more particularly for their elephants that they fliew the moft veneration : officers

are appointed to ferve them with ceremonies, humiliating to human nature, and the

omiflion of which would incur fevere punifliments. The Siamefe believe that thefe faga-

cious and docile animals contain the foul of fome Prince or fage. The enclofure of the
palace is filled with unarmed foldiers, to prevent the temptation of attempting the

Monarch's life. They fometimes arm flaves, to augment the pomp of ceremonies,

although there are pages in the interior of the palace, who have all their peculiar

funftioiis. Only women are allowed to enter the King's apartments, to keep them
clean, and prepare his meals. This terreftial god never thinks himlclf fo fafc as

when furrounded by a weak and timid lex.

Nobility is not hereditary, and the ufelefs or corrupt fubjed is deprived of tliofe

diftindions with whicl; the country had rewarded the fervices of hi;; ancodors. The
firft clafs is compofed of tliofe elevated in dignities. The father deprived of his

charge, returns with his children into the clafs of fimple fubjedls. The prielts do not

lorm a feparate body in the date, becaufe not being tied by vows, they can at any time

re-unite themfelves to the general niafs of the nation.

Although thefe people are nut warlike, every body is a foldier from their birth, and
when the date is threatened thev are all obliged to take the field for lix months ; they

are liipplied with arms, elephants, and horfes j and it is only on that condition, that they
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arc compelled to bear arms. They range tbcn\ bcncaih the colours of a chief they

call Na'i, a name of honor, which the Siaiiicfc give each other, as we ufo that of

Sir. Each diltrid has its NaV ; he who pofloiTes Icveral dignities has different names

;

and the King gives him a new one every time he bellows an office on him. As foon

as a flranger appears at court, the Monarch gives him a name of favour and cfteem, by
which he is called as long as he refides there.

The Siamefe inervated by the climate, have always too much dreaded the hardfhips

of war, to have made any progrefs in the military art. Their too ardent imagination

exaggerates perils, and few or no example, are found of that cool and deliberate

intrepidity, which ieem natural to northern nations. At the fight of a fword, a hundred
Siamtfe would run away, and when a European (peaks to them in a high and threatening

lone, they are confounded, and yield a mean fubmilTinn.

The dcKlrine of the metempfycofis fupports their pufillanimity. From that arifes

that invincible avcrfion to thofe who flied human blood ; and in aftion, they prefer

making flaves to getting rid of their enemy by the fword. When two armies meet,

that which gives the tirit volley is fure of the victory ; the whirling of the balls

throws the other into fear and confufion. Tlioiigh the Siamefe are not born for

war, they have fometimcs been fucce'^tul in it, becaufc their enemies are as cowardly

and undiciplined as themfelves. 'J he art of lortifying towns is abfolutely unknown
to them. The thick forells, the great number of canals, the annual inundations

which cover the country, they efteem a fafe and more natural defence than all the

works of art. In building citadels they would be fearful of being expofed to the

neceflity of retaking them. Their coarfe and imperfect artillery is of little ufe in

the attack or defence of places ; they have in h&. no cannon but thofe which have

been given to them by the French, and fome the Portuguefe have call for them, but

if they had better, they want courage and art to ufe them.

Their wretched and cowardly infantry has alfo the defeft of being ill armed. They
have few cavalry, and .hey put their whole confidence in the number of their elephants,

who are often as fatal to them as to their enemies, efpecially.when thefe animals are

wounded ; they then turn their rage againft their conductors whom they trample

under their feet. The Siamefe draw up in battle in three lines, each of which forms

a fquare baiallion fupported by lixteen elephants who carry a particular ftandard
;

they employ oxen and buffaloes to draw their artillery, which they have not the

adilrefs to place on carriages. A few difcharges of cannon give the fignal for the

light, and very often end it. This found fpreads an univerfal terror, and often both

parties equally frightened, difperfe themfelves in the woods. Many neighbourinf'

people befar- th.y go into aflion take a gooil deal of opium, that they may become
iidenfjble to danger. 'i"he Si.miefe do not ule this method, but it is from a principL'

of cowardice ; they would fear that an excels of courage might rafhiy involve thciii

iji dangers.

They are- no more li-nnid.ible liy fea than by land. The .ftate fcarcely maintain;-:

five or r;x fhips to protect their commerce ; they are ojiiy manned by foreigners wIm
liave orJi rs to avoid fi^jhtin^;, unkfs certain of victory, i'iie aim of ihefe armanients is

to niak'' priices, and no; the f^lory of victory. They keep, brlidcs, fifty galleys, whit!',

rot in their ports, and never leave the coafls.

The Ki;ig of Siani has no r;';.;ular troops like the monarchs of Europe. All l.i>

niilitid co-.ifilhs of a few companies if guards, wiio grow old in the pacific eniplovnienis

of the palacV, and who never mar'.ti to action. When the fafcty of the Hate obhg. -.

them
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ihcm to look to the general fafety, they raife in a hurry a confitfcd multitude of
' ruen, wiihouf. any difcipline, as indift'erent to the difgrace of defeat, as to the glory

of fuccefs.

Eacli Nai, or chief of a diftrifV, difpcnfcs at pleafure with the military fervice of ihofo

who are rich enough to bribe his venal foul ; and as none of thcfe chiefs are animated

by the love of glory, they only exercife their power to accumulate riches. Their guns
are with match-locks, and very ill made; they ufe the lance, and carry a kind of bill

at their girdle. Each foldier when he begins the campaign, fills two bafkets witli

rice, which he carries on his flioulders, and this fuffices for a month. They marcli

u-ithout preferving any order, and this negligence expofes them to be frequently

furprifed, when they lofe more men than in pitched battles, becaufe their precipitation

to run away prevents the flaughter. When the war becomes lengthened, and the

(lock of rice is exhaufted, famine kills more foldiers than the fword of the enemy.
It is true that the government fends them frclh fubfiltence, but the oflicers charged
with the dirtribution, prefer felling it for their own emolument, than faving the life

of a fubaltern, who dares not complain for fear of being puniflied in the next campaign
by the generals whom he may have accufed.

Some years ago, a comedian had the courage to reveal to the King the malverfations

of his generals. He brought forward a piece, in which all the events of the laft

campaign were reprefcnted : it was a bitter cenfure on the conduft of the fuperior

officers. After many ludicrous defcriptions of war, he expofed the niiferies to which
the foldiers had been reduced. The King, moved at the affefting piflure, caufed

the guilty to be arrcfled ; fome were punifhed with death, the relt purchafed their

lives by the facrilice of their fortunes. Examples of ju(t feverity would be more
frequent, if the truth could reach the throne ; but Afiatic monarchs think they partake

of the privilege of divinity, by, like that, keeping them felvcs invifible ; and opprefled

by their idlencfs in the filenee of their palaces, they abandon their fubjedls to the

fcourge of their mercilefs minifters. The difficulty of fubfifting while marching and
in camp, is not the only obftacle that prevents tJie progrefs of the armies. The
command of them is entrullcd to men without experience or capacity. The honour
ot comuKinding excites no ambition, and the title of general is lefs ellecmed as a favour

than as a difgrace, becaufe they fee nothing but dangers attaciicd to it.

Their arlVnal is Tilled with cannon and muikets, rendered ultlefs by rufl ; they are

heaped togetiicr \\iiln;ut order, and they never give thenilclves the trouble to clean

them. They liave learned the fecret ot making powder from the Europeans j but

what they lubricate has no itrength, and they are obliged to procure what they iifo

for the chacc from Europe. Their fortrclles are only parks furnniudcd v.iili llakcs in

which at certain uillances they make holes to put the cannon through. So that the

ijiundations and the rivers with which the country is interfected, are the flrongcil; bul-

warks they can oppofe to foreign invaiions.

I'he prifons at Siam prefent the nu)!t alleging objeft : it is there that a multitude

of miferable beings languifh, to whom they refute tiie i";une compallion, which in other

countries is fhewn evou to ul'elel's and milchievoiis animals. 'I'he government does

not t\:iid then. '1 hey are I'een wandering about the city, chained fevcn and feven

together; ll'.ey go from tloor to duor beL;ging their fuhliilence, ai'.d devoured with

hung'- r they often fnaich \\h".c is refuted them, 'i'heir lot during the niglit is Hill

Miore cruel ; they (\nn them up in a large circle of flakes in two rows, covered with

leaves. All thefe ciiminals, befides the irons they are loaded wiih during the dav,

have alfo their feet confined bcavecn two pieces of wooi.1, juid their neck goes in a'
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ladder from fix to fevcn "feet long. TIius, during the time defliiied to repofe, thev

undergo a new puniflmient. They oblige them by turns to call out all night, " I fucn

a one, of fuch a place, am detained here for fuch a crime ;" and when no one

calls out, the gaoler who is on guard, conies and wakes them with blows. 'Vhe

ftench, in'"':ds, and vermin, double the horror of this anticipated hell, and the Siamefe

look upo: the prifon as a pidure of the infernal regions. At the door there is a

gilt idol, whom they revere as the awful judge of criminals after their death. It

holds in its hands the chains with which they bind them, and all the inllruments

prefcribed by law to inflidl iuft puniflimcnts. I'lilone's who have the good fortime

to be fct at liberty, never fail to go and return him thanks for their deliverance. They
burn tapers before him in gratitude for his protedion.

The Siamefe, gentle and humane in the conmum occurrences of life, become cruel

and ferocious towards thofe whom they condemn to death. The crime of facrilege

is puniflied in a manner which makes humanity (huddcr. A forge is prepared as if

to heat iron, the face of the tranfgreflbr is placed on the hearth, his head on the coals

which are not yet lighted : his whole b»dy is fallencd by chains in fuch a manner
that he cannot move. When the judge has given the fignal, two pair of bellows

are fet to work, which fet the coals on fire to confume the head of the criminal by
jrees.

The puniflimcnt they inflid on aflaflins infpircs the mod unfeeling with horror.

The criminal is made to lie down on his belly, and after being fccurely tied, a Hake
of wood is forced up his fundament by the blows of a club, and it is driven till it

comes out, cither through tlic ftomach or through the (boulders: they afterwards

raife this flake, and flick it in the earth. It often happens that the fuft'erer dies

under the operation, but fometimcs the flake pallls through the body without injuring

any of the noble parts, and then the poor wretch for feveral days endures the molt

horrible torments.

The cafy means of fubfifting makes theft to bo looked upon as the vorft of crimes,

and as the fign of a bafe and depraved foul ; therefore whoever is convidcd of theft

is immediately forfakcn by his family and friends, becaufc they would blufli to

belong to the common enemy of fociety. This avcrfion to theft is carried to the

moft fcrupulous minutenefs : thofe who pique themfelves on a nice and rigid honour,

never take up even Iuft things. It feems that they have adopted this maxim of Plato

:

" what you did not put down, do nut take up."

When the crimes are not ferious enough to deferve death, or that the King would
give him his life, the criminal is condt iniied to cut grafs for the elephants. Children

nre included in their father's condemnation, and

them, they employ the remainder of their time

great officers convided of malverfution are generally fentcnced

which is feverer to them than to the conunon man, who has only his talk to fmifh,

whilft a great man condemned to this labour is obliged to furnifli fiibfiflence for feveral

elephants, and as he pays dearly to mercenaries to cut the grafs, this expence exhaufls

the riches he had accumulated by thofe exadions for which he is punifhed ; and

if he does npt perform his tafk, he is beaten with rods till the (kin comes from
his bones.

There is another punifhment which is never inflided but by an exprefs order from

the King. It confifls in (everal incifions made on the head, and the number is always

denoted. As foon as the crimiiial is placed on his knees, they cut off his hair, which

p the grcatcfl difgrace j the executioner theu takes a iabre, aud nukes as many
incifiuns

after they have

paining theirm
fmilhed the talk fet

livelihood. The
to this puniniment.
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inciflons as the King orders. Thoro condemned to rfcath are led round the city

in a boat, where a man from time to time ftrikes on a plate of copper ; he then loudly
proclaims why the criminal is condcmnLd ; which is in(tcad of the fenience pronounced,
among us.

Thof(! puniflied without infliding on them the pain of death, are expofed m the
market place to the public gaze : it is much the fame as our pillory. The expenccB
of juflice are fo ruinous, that thofe punifliments which do not iniiid tfeath exhauft
the fortunes of thofe who have undcr;i;one them. 'Ihcre is not a blow which does
not at leaft coft about two fliiliings, without reckoning what is given to the executioner,

to engage him to moderate the ftrength of his arm : the cuts on the head are the
mod cxpenfive. Every one pays about fevcn fliiliings for fees in all procedures,
whether civil or criminal. In default of written or teftimonial evidence, they have
recourfe to the proof of fire or water, but none but the accufed ever undergo them

;

and when, in the proof by fire, he comes out with his feet unburnt, he is immediately

acquitted. A pit is dug two feet wide and eight feet long, at the two ends piquets

arc planted at certain didances to fupport a cord breaft high. He who is to undergo
the proof is forbidden to walk for Ibinc days, that the feet being foftencd, may the

more cafily receive the imprcflions of the fire. On the day appointed, this pit is

filled with burning coals, and the accufed walks three times over them ; after which
he is conduced to the hall of juflice, where his feet are examined, and if no burn it

found, he is difchargcd triumphant. The Siamefe are perfuaded that this method is

infallible to difccrn the innocent from the guilty.

The proof by water is not fo fovere : the accufer and accufed are equally fubjefted

to it. Two pillars diftant from fix to fcven feet from each other are eredted in the

river ; the two champions let thcmfelves Hide, each from the top of his pillar, to

the bottom of the water, and he who remains there the longed is declared innocent j for

the Siamefe fay the devil torments the guilty under the water, which makes him come up
to the furface, while the other who has nothing to dread from this enemy, is not in fuch

a hurry to appear.

There is alfo another proof at which the priefts prcfide : they give the accufer

and accufed pills, which provoke vomiting, and he who retains them longeft, is

judged innocent. This proof is accompanied by many fuperflitious ceremonies,

during which the Talapoin denounces imprecations againft the prevaricator. To be
prepared to meet the trial by fire, in cafe of committing any crime, all the Siamefe

from their earliefl infancy familiarize themfelves with fire, of which the weight or

prefTure of a body diminilhes the adion, more efpecially among people whofe foles of

their feet arc hardened by the cuftom of walking bare footed.

The Icgiflature to prevent crimes has impofcd many obligations which confound

the innocent with the guilty. When a dead body is found, they extend cords, with a

radius of loc fathoms, round the place where the murder was committed. All the

inhabitants contained in this inclofure pay a fine, proportionate to their proximity to

the fpot. This law which has its evils, has alfo its advantages : the people arc more
careful of each others fecurity, and the roads are fiifer. Theft, which many nations

punifh with death, is here made good by paying double what was taken, and the judge

fharcs the reftitution.

u a CHAP.
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CHAP. V— 0/ their Amufements and Showt,

EXERCISES of the body among the Slainefe are regarded as fatigues only fit for

flaves, and not as means of making the body graceful and th',* limbs fl ?xibL'. The
art of managing a horfe is abfolutt'ly unknown to them. All the Siamofe walk with

dirticuliy, and their hams are always fllff, becaufe they are accullom d to keep them
beni ; and if they walk in their gardens, it is I Is to take exercife than to inhalj the

perfume of flowers, and enjuy tiic cnoln.'fs of the waters. 'I'his lazincfs to whiclx

they condemn themlelves would be the fource of an infinity of difeafes ; but the heat

of thj climate caul'es fufiicient perfpira;ioa to carry otF the bad humours. By a

fmgular cnntradirtion, thefe men who lanj^iiifli in a date of conflant inadion areas

indefatigable as Ikilful in managing the oar, which exhauds the llrength of the (louteft

people.

It is furprifinjr that throughout all India, infancy has the fame amufements as In

Kurope. Ii is dillitult tc conci-ive how games, whicli are ncM infpired by nature, have

been eflabliflu'd among peopU- who have never been conneded. The children of Lon-

don like tliofe ot Siain, amufe themlelves with playing at b.irrs, at top, and foot-ball.

'J'he kite is a diverlion th;it all the nionarchs of Imlia procure their lubj 'rts ; laiiteriis

are tied to them, which fliine throu':;h th.> darkncfs, and this light iiippiies the abteiice

of the fun. A piece of gold is faltened to it, for which the pjople fcramble when th^

firing happens to break. This auuiicment is looked upon as fo noble, that none but

ihe firlbofficers have a right to hold ttiecord.

This c luntrv li.is its (hows and diverfioiis, comnion to all natiitns enlightened bv the

flambeau of the arts. Although nature has dmied the Siamefe the organ of an
agreeable voice, finging is their ruling pnlliot) ; and from the oiigin of their monarchy
the audiences that their King granis to ambal1'ad(^rs are carried on in finging. In

new ftUivals, tvery thing relonnds with fongs already known, or impn nijMus, which
are the weapons with wh;ch authors fight th'ir battles of genius, 'i'i^ y go to the

ttfmple fijiglng. Whenever they go out in their ballons, the men and wcin"i. mingle

their voices, and form a concert which infpire a fimpic gaiety. Europeans take

much delight in them. They have neither fhakes nor cadences ; the ufe of notes is

unknown to them ; they fmg without rule or niethod. 'I'hofe who go in ballons

attack thofe who pafs in couple's, which they never fail to return in like manner.

In the ceremony in which they wafh their idols, feveral families ademble, and proceed

finging to the pagoda : they all form a concert during the whole time the ceretnony

lalls ; and they return finging to their homis. In ihort, this preilominating palfion

is fo general, that the firif millionaries turned the rules of the ruiliment into Latin

fongs, the better to imprint them on the minds of their difciples, and this method
had the moll happy fuccefs. They have pieces which they fing in feveral parts, and
they execute them with the utmoit precifion : the women fomefimes take the bafs.

Thcfe concerts would have their charms, if their hoarfe and dii'cordant indruments
were not too louil, and deflroy the harmony. 'Ihe children leap for joy when they

hear the found of the drum or hautboy : they have a kind of violin and bafs-viol,

which they disfigure to make them fliriller. Their violins have but three Ifrings, and
their hautboys arc far from poffelling the fweetnefs of ours. 'I'iie crocodile is a

piece of Wv)od hollowed out, and on the back of which are firings which produce the

iamc found as our pfaltcr. They have twokinds of drums, which pretty much rcfemble

our
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our douWo drums, ami ihey ftriko on copper bafins, which are more fonoi . ban
harmuiiious. 'I'hcy have no mdrumcut mak.r ; each perfon makes his own, according

ti) hi:i own tafli.' : the natural fupplciitis of their fuifjors foon renders them expert in

the ufo of ihom.

The or}^,m is their favourite inftrument, bocaufe it is that which inakes mod noife;

and lo have the plcafure of hearing it, iliey go with cagernefs to the Chrillian church.

Several, fruni the mere habit of hearing, liave, wiliiout a mafter, learnt to play it.

All Europ(an iadriiments pleafe tliem highly, but the moft noify always obtains the

preferenct;; fuch as hautboys, drums, trumpets, and fifes. All indruments, on which
they play Veveral pans, are not to their liking, becaufe they do not love any thing dif-

licult ; for which realbn they adVc^ a contemptuous indillirence for the harpfichord,

harp, &c. The paflion the Siamefe entertain for finging fhould infpire them with a

tafle for theatrical reprefentaiions. All the pleafmg arts are conneded by a chain

vliich unites ihcm. Although plays are much frequented, the profelTion of a player

is not the left; ignominious and abjecl : whoever has praftifed it is an outlaw : it im-

pof s an indelible difgrace, which the fplendour of wealth or patronage cannot con-

ceal : thus the anathema bellowed among us on this profelTion is not governed by
national prejudice, fince the Greek and the barbarian equally attach an opprobrious

idea to it. W omen never perform ; their parts are performed by men : they would
conceive it to be wounding the delicacy of the fex if they were to expofe them to

the public gaze. Their tragedies are only reprefentations of facls, or rather of fables,

conlccrated by common credulity. 'I'heir comedies are the cenfure of the manners
.md the portrait of follies; an i they ridicule with impunity the malverfalions of place-

in.Mi, who, like others, are wife enough to laugh at them. Women are forbid the

profi flion of ading ; and, by an inexplicable contradidion, they have dancing-women
by profeirion, on whom the law does not impofe any imputation. Although not fo

numerous at Siam us among other nations of India, there arc none of the governors,

or great oflicers, who do not keep them in their pay ; and whenever they give an

entertainment, ihey do not fail to exMbit their talents to tempt flrangcrs to make
them prelents. Within thefe few years they have invented a dance, which is much
admired ; it is performed by a troop of young perfons of from ten to twelve years of

age, who form a circle, and whole motions arc guided by the found of inltrunients.

They fallen wings to their thighs, and wear behind them a cock's tail, as fo many
fymbols of their agility. The dances are compofed of fevcral entrances. The dan-

cers, always mafked, either reprefent a battle or a hunting party : the more extrava-

gant their attitudes, the more they are applauded. When the dance is a reprel'ent-

ation of war, all the performers are armed, and ihefo cowardly men infpire dread by

their contortions. Whenever they burn the body of a minilter or great: man, a

theatre is erected on the fide of a river, where the actors appear habited according to

their parts, and during three days they never quit the fcene, from eight in the morn-
ing till feven at night.

The puppet-fliows, much more bold than thofe of Europe, do not fcruple to fliew

thtmfelvcs by day-light, to allonilh by their deceptions. The ilrings which put them
i:i motion are within the figure, and he who works them is concealed under the ftage;

thus every thing favours the d( ception. When a family is aflembled to dance every

one is feated. You do not there obllrve thofe ilourifiiings of the arms difclainied by

nature, nor thofe movements of the feet, which are rather the image of frenzy and

madnefs than the cxpreffion of leiuiinent. The grofltd buH'ooneries are received with

pleaiure
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jilcafurc when mingled with obfccnity. All thefe atnufcnl(»nts arc not very expcnfive;

the King or the nublea pay the charge. All ftoady people abitain from drinkiii;' or
eating at thcni ; but if teniponince prefidcs at thel'e alTomblicii, the freedom of fpccch

is well calculated to corrupt their niauneri. The Siatnefe have not learned to bhifti at

obfccne language, for which reafon the Talapoins never appear at thefe reprefentatimis
;

l)ecaufc, being dovoted to celibacy, they fliould be more refervcd, and refrain from
hearing ihofe things which might uiflame their hearts with unholy fires.

They have alfo wreillers, who, iiidead of the ancient gauntlet, arm the hands with

cords. 'I'he fcenc is feldom fanguiiiary : the alhlctics only fight with fiyiicuffs and
with their elbow.s. The race of oxen fnpplies the place of that of horfes, lb much
jrlillied by many nations. Two oxen fallened lo a plough run againU two others

equally harncd'ed : they are trailed to this exercil'c. The great and rich have conli-

derable bets on their own oxen.

The paflion for gaming is carried to excefr, ; and when this mania has fwallowed up
the fortune of a Sianiefe, he fells even his wife and children, ('hefs and trictac arc

their favourite games ; but they never play at cards. Cock-fighting attracts mulii-

tudes : as the field i-. always llained by the death of one of the combatants, the priefts,

who admit the uietemjilicofis, pronounce anathemas agaiiill this amulement ; and they

firmly believe, that whoever cxpol'es his cock to death, will be beaten with rods of iron

in the other world.

All idle people are accudomed to finoke. This rcfource plunges them in a flate of

intoxication, which lightens them of the weight ot their inanity. '1 he Siamefe women
are as much addided as the men to this habit of fmoking ; and the llronger the to-

bacco, the more aga^eablc it is to them.

ClLVl*. VI. — T/jc Arts and Sciences.

THE bodily flugginmefs of the Siamefe feems to comnumicate Itfelf to their mind;
-and as they fear to ad, they avoid the fatigue of thinking. With them the arts lan-

guifh in an eternal infancy. Whoever can read, write, and cafl accompts arrogates

the title of learned.

'i'he Siamefe polfefs a lively and docile imagination ; their objedions are jufl, and
their repartees pointed. 'I'heir genius only needs cultivation ; and if the lazinefs inci-

dent to the climate was not an obflacle to its energy, the torch of fcience and of the

arts would illumine a country which now fcarcely fhews a few faint fparks. Every
one is there born a poet ; but thofe tfiey honour with that name feern governed hy
wild and wandering fancy, which owns no propriety of rules nor reflridions of ajt.

The Siamefe language only being compofed of monofyllables and gutteral diphthong.s,

cannot be very harmonious. 'J'hcir hiltoric and moral verfes always borrow the aid of

mufic, which conceals the blemiflies.

The philofophy of the Siamefe has not reached the heavens, to contemplate worlds

gliding through immenfity : they have bound it captive to the earth to aid their wants,

and not to gratify a vain and barren curiofity. Aftronomy has not afFiftcd rhem to

improve their navigation ; they have merely cultivated it to tlraw horofcopos ; and that

fcience, intended to enlighten mankind, has plunged them in the gloom of fuperfii-

tion. It was from the celebrated CafTmi that they learned to find the place of the fun

and moon by calculation. If tITey were capable of application, and efpecially to follow
'
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the thread of lotif* reafonJnp:, they would excel in every brnnch of the mathematics

;

but their too anUnt lmaginati^<>ii. alihough clear, expires in ite birth, and they rarely

cnibrace the principle and coni'equencc.

Arithmetic i« the Icience nioft cultivated, becaufe the mofl ufeful to a commercial
people. It has ten charafters, of which the zi-ro pofTctrt's the fame form and value as

ours. The pradUcc of cah ulating enables them to refolvo the moft difficult probkma
iiilhintly ; but whar they cannot leize at the firft moment, will never be undorllood by
dint of refletMon : their flupc ih mind revolts and refulls to bend to the fame objed.

The artiof healing is only tounded on experience. The remedies which have favcJ

one, are confulercd as infallible to cure all others. All the recipes are only traditions

handed down from their ancedors, which each family carefully preferves. '1 hey pay
no attentiim to the ilitferent fymptoms, nor to the difference of confliiuiions. They
bargain with the dodor, who engages to cure the patient for a certain fum, whicn
they are not obliged to pay him if he does not fucceed. His reputation never fuffers

;

and when the dileafe rebels againft his remedies, fuperflition is ingenious in judifying

the ineificacious means employed, and the death is-nttributed to the influence of witch-

craft. 'I'he moll eUeemed medicines are brought from China. 'I'he natural tem-
perance of the Siamefe makes up for the incapacity of their dodors and the inefficacy

of their means. Difeafes are as numerous, but they are not fo fatal. The air of
fwampy countries caufes many fluxes and abcefles. All diforders produced by cold

humours are very rare. 'Ihe fmall-pox is the moft dreadful fcoiirge; and notwith-

ftanding its ravages, they defpife the benefits of inoculation. The difeafes arifing

from incontinence were long unknown to them : it is a fad prefent they received from
European corrupters.

Anatomy and furgery are very little known among them : they employ foreigners

to bleed, trepan, and perform all furgical operations. They make a religious fcruple

to open dead bodies, and even thofe of animals : it is true the Talapoins wave this

i'cru|)le ; and when the bodies are burnt, they look for fome pieces of flefli which they

ufe lor fpclls in forcery.

One fliould know the nature of the climate to approve or condemn their method of

litre. Their firll operation is to trample on the patient, who lies extended on the

f;round ; bccaufe tliey believe thar, l,y foftening the body, they afford the bad
humours a vent. They make ufe of this violent remedy with women with child, to

procure them a more eafy labour: they have many practices in ufe wiih us; fuch-as

blecdin,!^, cupping, leeches, purgatives, minerals, and fnnples. All cooling remedies

they look upon as deadly, from the belief they hold that heat is a principle of life.

They forbid meat broths, becaufe they too much relax the Itomach. The patient is

nut under fuch (Irict diet, that a European who fliould liibmit to it would be loon

ixhaufted. 'I'hey bathe in the fever, and all other difordci-s. Pork, fo defpifed

throughout the Kaft , is much ufed in tonvalefcent ftatcs. The Europeans have taught

them the virtues of bark, and of feveral plants and vegetables, which they ufe with

faccefs.

Impofture has introduced chemiftry ; but this fcience, which difcovers the real trea-

furts of nature, is only with them ftudied by knaves, who levy contributions on the

credulity of the weak. Many Siamefe diflipate their fortunes in the feducmg fearch

for the ph'lofopher's ftone.

The pleafing arts are unknown among them ; at lead they languifti I'mpcrfcdn: and
noglefted. They fabricate no fdk ftufl^. The fimplicity of their manners, and their

averfjon to luxury, makes them indifterent' to all thofc ornaments and decorations fo

gratifying
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gratifying with us. Their cotton manufaftures are in no cftimatlon, becaufe the colours

arc dull.

Their architctHiure is utirouth, and the (latues feen in their temples are void of pro-

;
portion or elfgance, Ahhuugh they know how to make bricks, and their cement is

excellent, their edifices decay as foon as eroded, becaufe they do not dig foundations

to fccure their mafonry, which would then become very folid.

Tlicy have no painters who are guided by the rules of art : ihey only paint monflers

and chimeras. '1 he difficulty overcome pleafes them, and they find no merit in

'imitatiiig nature. The more fantaltic the figures, the more the artift is applauded
;

and it is by compofiiioiis of fancy that they ufurp the title of creative genius. Al-

though in general all the arts with them only produce monllers, their goldfmiths pro.

duce maftcr-pieccs ; and they have works in hllagree and damalk which do honour to

the iiulullry of tiie artift. Polltfling the fecret of melting metals, and running them
in moulds, they only ufe raw iron, and have not the art of forming it in the forge.

Their imperfLtt knowledge of making time-pieces has produced but uncertain means
of dividing the time : they have no clocks with wheels ; the hours are dilHnguifhed by

a vafe, where the water enters by a hole; and each time that they come round, men
bind for the purpofe ftrike on a copper bell, to give notice that another period has

fuccccdod th;u which has for ever elapfed.

Tlie Siamefe fliew their induflry moft in beating of gold, and reducing it to very

thin lea'ves. The king never writes to other fovereigns but on thefe kind of haves.

'J hey are applied to (latues and the moll precious ornaments; to the hilts of fwords

aiul daggers ; and the eye, deceived by the etfeds of art, takes all thefe works to be

maflive gold. They have ikilful joiners, who, without either iron or nails, fucceed

porlcdly in joining the dilferent parts. Although their figures are wanting in pro.

portion and elegance, they have embroideries which arc much efteemcd, raihtr tor

the brighincfs ot the colours than for the corrednefs of the drawings.

Skilful adronoincrs have labinuvd to reform their calendar, and for want of aftro-

rrmical tables, iliey have chokn two arbitrary epochas from which they date at

dilcre.ion.
i^-^-;. '.((

''- "^' "'• CUAr. VIL^ Of i/jcir Commerce. .
"

IMF. Egyptians, from the mcft remote period, carried on a confiderablo commerce
with all the nations of the Kafl ; and we ilill find among them many traces of caftoius

obfcrved by that people. All the ancient geographers, under the general name of

India, included all the oriental regions : and when Mila fpeaks of the Seres, who w.tc
the moft caftern people of the known world, we may underftand the Siamefe and other

different nations.

Hiftorians in.'jrm us, that fuch was their honefty and confidence in trade, that tiuy

cxpofed their merchandize in bye places, and left them to the fidelity of their convl-

pondent to make the exchange. It was from this country that gold and copper .v\:i!^

obtained ; and it was thofe metals that cxcit'?d the avaricious ambition of Ofiris a:ul

Sefollris. The Lagides, and particularly Ptolemy Philadelphus, found the fources of

wealth in the countries of India. The Venetians were for a long time the only maf-

ters of their commerce; the Genoefe afterwards fliared it with them; and thole two
nations were the moft opulent in Europe, until the time when the Portugucfe doubled

the Cape of Good Uo^e, and opened 4 new p^llag^ to India.

I, 'V
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This trade has experienced great revolutions, becaufe the Indians, contented with

their natural produftions, have never coveted foreign ones j and it is the reciprocality

of our wants that infures the duration of commerce. Their averfion towards other

nations, their love for their own country, have always prevented them from fending

colonies into other regions, or receiving of them among themfelves. Their fimplicity

concealed from them the advantages to be derived from their foil ; and fad poileflTors

of wealth, they have never been fenfible to the pleafure of enjoying it. Although
the country was rich in gold and filver, the inhabitants made no ufe of thofe metals

in their commerce ; they'exchanged the produce of their country for foreign imports.

Some believe that Siam was originally called by the name of Thin, which Ptolemy
places three degrees beyond the equator. Its port attraded merchants from all parts

of the world. Arian and other writers have fpecified the principal merchandifes drawn
from thence in their time.

If the Siamefe were as induftrious as the people of Europe, they would derive an
immenfe profit from the produdions of their country ; but their invincible indolence

has rendered the bounties of nature ufelefs to them. Although this fruitful foil con-

tains the germ of plenty, the Siamefe will appear a poor people to whoever judges of

the wants of others by his own. If they live deprived of thofe things moft efteemed in

Europe, it is not becaufe nature denies them, but becaufe the Siamefe defpife them.
They make no ufe of thofe iluffs with which the vanity of civilized people would con-

ceal their weaknefs : the heat of the climate forbids their ufe. They do not feek for

thofe wines and liquors which ftimulaie a dainty palate ; a cooling beverage muft
appear more wholefome and more delicious. Thofe chariots drawn by proud courfers,

in which fo many ufelefs beings parade their vanity, can have no charms for a people

who find more comfort in travelling in their ballons.

Thus it is not the poverty of the foil which relaxes commercial induftry : many
obftacles are oppofed to the ftranger's making a fortune there : the frequent revolu-

tions of »his kingdom overturn eftabliihments began with the greateft fuccefs. The
opulent poffeflbr finds himfelf fuddenly ftripped by an avaricious and ferocious con-

queror, who only makes war to enrich himfelf. The government, not fufficiently

acquainted with its own intereft, fetter the merchants, by fixing at their will the prices

of merchandife ; and the King, the mafter of trade, is the only one who buys from
the ftranger, as he is the only one who fells him the produdions of the country. This
infolent defpot impofes arbitrary taxes, which (hut the entrance of his ports to the

veflcls of India and Europe.

The trade of this kingdom was formerly flourifliing. A thoufand veflels, as well

from China, as from Europe, came there every year, and at this time, fcarcely a

dozen vifit their ports. The Maurs, the Japonefe and Europeans, have made rapid

fortunes there, but have not been able to preferve them. It is certain, that if any of

thofe geniufes, which prefide at the counfels of our Kings, were to direft their views

to this kingdom, they would find refources to fill up the void created by the badnefs

of the times. Two thoufand European foldiers would be lufficient to impofe laws on a

bafe and pufilanimous people, who only wait fome bold ambitious adventurer to change

their fetters. The riches carried ofl' from their pagodas, by the Dramas, in the laft re-

volution, far exceeded the fums due by thofe powers of Europe moll overwhelmed

with debt ; and though this country Ihould be ftripped of its fuperfluous riches, its in-

habitants would not be the lefs happy, becaufe the produdlions of their foil, which

cinnot be taken from them, ever form a fruitful ftock, which fupplies all their wants.

A trifling militia would be fuflScient to extricate fOVcign merchants from dependence
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on the Monarch. It would be eafy to ere£k a fort, which would foon become formida.

able by its numerous defenders, who would there take refuge from the voracity of

their oppreflbrs. I'he inhabitants would place their families and moft precious effe£U

in it. NcJ"[hbouring Kings would feek the alliance of fuch a colony, which would

become ufelul to them, by exchanging their fuperfluitics, for articles of luxury and

comfort.

Superftition, prodigal in its bounty, ornamented the Siamefe temples from the re-

moteft periods with a very fuie gold, eflimated at lead at twenty-three carats. They
work it with much art ; and before they apply it to another fubftance, they put on

three layers of gum, the two lad of which they only futfer to become half dry, fo as to

faden it more fecurely. This gum which thi y ule fo fucccfsfully is often adulterated,

and to prove it they pour a drop into a bafon of water ; when it finks diredly to the

bottom, without diffolving, it is of a good quality, but if it iloats, and the parts fepa-

late, it is a proof it is adulterated.

The country of Siam mud at one time have contained a great many gold mines, to

judge by the idols, roofs, and fides of their temples which fliine with this rich metal;

but whether the fourcc has failed, or lazinel's became difguded with the labour of work-

ing them, they fell into oblivion ; and it is only within a fliort time that one has been

re-opened, very rich, and of very pure gold. Another has more recently been dif-

covered, near a village called Chandom. It is a white fand, diining and heavy. The
goldfmiths of the country made feveral effays of it, without being able to dillinguifli its

quality. When they had melted this fubdance, they could not beat it, without its re-

turning to fand, and the inutility of their labour caufed them to give it up. Some of

this faud was fent to Pondichery, where more Ikilful workmen found, from repeated

experiments, that it was the top of a gold mine, where it would be found more abun-

dant, on digging farther down. This difcovery became ufelefs, and the benefit of it

is referved for fome conquering people.

Although there are mines of lllver, it docs not feem that the government derives

any great advantages from them. The people pick up grains in the river, which the

waters bring down. They ufc a wooden plate, hollowed in the middle : they after-

wards move it on the furface of the water, and with a ball of wax they pick up thofe

grains, which attach themleK es to the wood. Although in this kingdom there are mines

of all kinds, only thofe of lead, tin, iron, and deel ore are worked. Tin efpecially

forms a confiderable branch of trade : a great deal is exported to Batavia, iVladras,

Pondichery, C.hina, and in general to ail parts of India. Its quality is very fine and

beautiful. The mine is a black fand, which is wafhcd in different waters, to detach the

earthy particles from it. Lead, deel, ore, and iron are exceeding cheap, which makes

it believed the mines of them are abundant. Notwithdanding this wealth, the Siameie

have their iron from France, in exchange for their timbers, becaufe they find it eaficr

to cut wood, than to work a mine. It is to be prefumed their invincible avcrfion to

labour has prevented them from revealing the fecret of the treafures coiuained in the

bowels of their earth : they have dreaded lead the feverity of their government might

impof'? a too painful tafk on them. It is for the fame reafon they do not like to fliinv

their Ikill in fiiliing for pearls, which might be carried on with fuccefs in the ifles of

Mergui. Some years ago, a diamond mine was difcovered in the upper lands, but

as the mine did not produce them ready wrought, the fource was foon forgotten.

This khigdoin produces a kind of tin, which is exported all over the 1 alt Indies

:

they call it caluin, and fpecimens of it are feen in the boxes of tea, which ;u-e brouglit

to Europe ; but to render it harder and whiter, the Indians mix calamine with it,

5 which
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which 13 a kind of mineral rock eafy to puK rize, which being mehed with copper

makes it more brittle } and it is this tin thus prepared which is called toutenegg.

Rice grows fpontaneoufly in the fields, which are covered with water during part

of the year ; they have only the trouble to fow it. The mud brought down from the

mountains is the real caui'e of the fertility of this country, wherever the inundation,

extends its benefits ; but elevated places, which cannot participate of its bounty, are

dried up by the rays of the fun. When the waters are retired, the rice ripens ; it is

cut^ and the flieaves are placed in heaps, in the middle of the fields. Oxen and
buffaloes are made to walk round on it ; thefe animals tread the ftraw, and detach

the grains, which fall on mats placed underneath ; thus they have only the trouble to

take it up.

In the high lands the fields are crowned with ears of wheat ; its quality is pretty

good, and it is watered by means of Ibme ref rvoirs, in which' they retain the rain

water. The Siamefe rathe r cultivate it from curiofity than for food j and ftrangers

who would make bread of it, are obliged to import flour from Surat. We fhall ftew

in the natural hiftory of this kingdom, all the produftions which may be made objefts

of commerce.

r

I >i
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CHAP. VIII.— Naturnl Hl/lory of the Kingdom o/Siam.

THE province of Coric contains feveral mines of faltpetre j it alfo forms itfelf in

the rocks and temples, from the dung of bats, which are as large as our pigeons, and
which breed prodigioufly all over the Eaft Indies.

The cotton plant grows in a fhrub, and not very high ; its branches are like thofe

of the goofeberry tree. The cotton of Siam is more valuable for its quality than its

colour. There is alfo a tree which produces large fruit, in which the down is con-

tained ; they call it pancha. Thefe two kinds are very plentiful.

Although the Siamefe do not breed bees, yet they have fuch a great quantity ofwax
and honey, that a pound of wax is fold for fixpence, and a pound of honey for three

halfpence. The Siamefe obferve the trees where the bees fix to make their hives.

They cut a great part of them, at certain diftances, from twenty-feet above the ground,

to their fummits"; they make holes in the trees, into which they put pieces of wood,
which project out about three feet. The bees never fail to form their hives round
this wood, and one may often fee threo hundred of them on a fingle tree.

Coarfe wax is not wanting in this kingdom ; but that which the forefl: flies furnifh

is fo abundant, that they can export a confidcrable fuperiluity to other countries.

'I'hey make fealing wax with gum lack : it is the produdion of certain ants fimilar

to thofe of Europe, which never form this gum, but on a kind of tree that is very

thin, and not more than from ten to twelve feet in height.

Chcrian is a liquid gum, which is produced by a large tree, the wood of which is

very beautiful, and of a very lively red. The gum is brown, and eafily takes any
colour tliey think proper to give it.

The i'ca-fwallows, although lefs, arc more lively than the land ones, perpetually

fkimming on the foa coalls, and at night retiring in flocks into the hollow rocks, where

they make their nefts, which they fallen to them by one fide, fo that their figure

roprefents a fliell, whofe flat fide touches the rocks, and the relt forms a femicircle a
little deepened. They arc feldom found as large as the hand j they are, for the far

greater part, a third fmaller. The conftrudion of thofe nelts is of filaments glued the
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one to the other in feveral layers. It cannot be reafonably doubted but what it is the

froth of the fea which the bird receives into and retains in its (lomach, fo as to convert

it into a gum, which it fpins with its beak, and arranges it in the manner of a neft

in which it depofits its eggs.

In trade they diflinguim three different qualities of bird's nefts, in regard to their

value, although they are all made the fame. The firft is the very white neft, of which
about two pounds and a half of our weight,^(clls for eighteen millings fterling. The
fecond fort is of thofe which begin to redda^'-and fell for fifteen {hillings. The tl^ird

kind includes thofe which are nearly all red ; they fell from nme to ten (hillings.

This trade is carried on very advantageoufly by the Chinefe, Japonefe, and Indians.

They drefs them with poultry, and other meats, and with fifli. They make a kind of
vermicelli foup of it, the quality of which ^is excellent to recruit the ftrength of con-

valefccnts.

There are an immcnfe number of peacocks in this kingdom, and the males have a

mod fuberb tail, whofc brilliancy furpaffes every thing generally feen in regard to

plumage. There are alfo a multitude of parrots and other birds, whofe feathers are

much efteemcd.

The King of Siam draws a great profit from the quantity of deer fkins, which he

fells to the Dutch for their trade with Japan, where theie Ikins fell well, as alfo the

finews of the legs, which they dry, and regale themfelves with : their flelh when drefled

is alfo of an excellent tafte.

Ambergris is generally found on the coafts of the kingdom. It is an efficacious

remedy againft the ague, by taking a grain, bruifed in a fpoonfull of water. It fells

for four times its weight in filver.

The Siamefe find fine agate in their mountains. At the beginning of the prefent

century, fome diamonds were brought to the King of Siam, from a mine that had been

difcovercd in the high lands, but as the mines did not produce them ready wrought,

and they have no jewellers, the Siamefe fet but little value on them, and the mine was

forgotten. The individuals who had given thefe diamonds to the King's officers retired

to Pegu, piqued at not having received any recompenfe.

Quantities of pearls may be fifhed in the ifles of Mergui, where they are found of a

fine water, perfedlly round, and the fi/.e of a pea : but neither the Siamefe nor the

Bramas of Pegu have ever difclofed the whole fource of this wealth, fearful that their

tyrant might oblige them to labour gratuitoufly in this troublefome filhery.

The forcfts of Siam being full of elephants, it is not to be wondered at that ivory is

common among them.

Civet, mufk, benjamin, and oils yield precious perfumes. Th. mufk, with which they

tradt at Siam, is found in the tefticles of the mufk-cat. When the animal is heated he

exhales an odour of mufk wherever he goes, and imparts it to every thing he touches.

They trade with the tefticles, which they cut off, with the purfe that contains them,

when they have killed the animal. They find out if they are the real tefticles of the

ini}(k-cat, by rubbing a needle, through which they have parted a thread of filk, feveral

times with garlic, which they put into them : if the Icaft fmell of the garlic remains

they are looked upon as falfe, and as objt-ftionable merchandife. There is 9 kind of

ant which alfo yields mufk ; but it is not efteemcd equal to that of the mufk-cat.

Benjamin is common at Siam ; it is brought from the upper provinces. The Sia-

mefe colled this gum very carefully : they have a confumption for it as well in private

houfes as in temples. They gather it from the trees fo negligently, that it is always

lull of bark. They form it in round packets, like a large ball, which they enclofe in

1
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leaves. The bed benjamin of India is found at Achem, in the ifland of Sumatra,

where it b very carefully gathered from the trees in little bits. The Mahometans put

it into a round bag of matting, and by pouring hot water on it they foften it, and after-

wards put this bag into a prefs, which forms a cake of benjamin, hard and compaft,

five or fix fingers thick, in the form of a mufcle.

Oils of different kinds are fomd at Siam ; as cocoa-nut oil, oil of wood, oil ofgirgili,

and fifti oil : they have no olive oil, although they have [olive trees ; the fruit has fo

little flefh, that they can obtain no juice from it.

The oil of cocoa is good for fealbning all diflies, but it muft be frefh and new ; a

few days after it is made it becomes rancid, and it can no longer be ufed but to rub

the head, which the Siamefe always keep well oiled. "When ufed in lamps it gives a

clear light ; but - it confumes fafter than the others. The oil is extraded from the

white flelh contained in the cocoa nut. They firft obtain it very fine, by grating it

on a piece of iron which has fmall teeth ; it is afterwards boiled in water, and, as it

boils, the oil which feparatcs from it floats on the water, and is taken off with a

fpoon.

The chief ufe of cocoa-nut oil in that country is to prepare a kind of pitch. When
it is clarified, it is excellent for painting, drying very faft. It is not good for lamps,

as it catches fire ; but it ferves to make torches, which they call damas, efteemed

throughout India. There are fmall ones made to give light in the houfes and in the

roads : the bed of thefe torches are made of elephant's dung dried, pounded, and

well foaked in this oil j they are afterwards covered with long dry leaves, tied about

every inch with fine (hreds of bamboo. Others of an inferior quality are made of

rice draw, pounded with this oil, which ai*e covered and tied as clofe as poffible.

Ships carry a prodigious quantity of them, to trade extenfively with in different coun-

tries of India, particularly at Pondichery and Madras.

Oil of wood is moft plentiful : the tree which produces it is thick and large ; its

wood is of a red colour, inclining to light brown, and but of little duration. To
extract the oil, they make the fame as for the cheriam, a hole of about three or four

inches in the foot of the tree ; they then light a wheft of draw in it, wuich caufes the

oil to run, which is received into hollow pieces of bamboo. Thefe trees are found in

the foreds.

Oil of girgili is extrafted from a grain exaftly fimilar to gunpowder. The plant is

fmall and has many branches. The Siamefe fow whole fields of it, and it brings them

confiderable profit. To obtain the oil, they put the grain in ht water, and when it is

foaked up, it is put in the prefs in a bag of matting. It is g> id to eat when quite

frefh ; two days after it is made it is only ufed for lamps, or t( inoint the body after

bathing. The fubdance which is left, after having extraded all ihe juice, is cut into

pieces, and afterwards makes a kind of conferve with fyrup of fugar.

The bottom of the fea is full of coral. The fifliermen bring up whole trees of it,

which, with their branches, may be five or fix feet high. The Siamefe form knives,

and other fmall ornaments, out of the irank of thefe trees. This coral when worked

is of a beautiful black.

CHAP. IX.— Of Trees and Fruits peculiar to the Kingdom ofSiam^

THE fcented woods in the kingdom of Siam are eagle wood, faflyVas wood, which

we call campUire, and fandal wood.
Eagle
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Eagle wood is odoriferous ; it is only found in bits, in certain rotten places, la

trees of a particular kind : it is of a grey colour. The province of Chahtun produces

more than all the other>s. The inhabitants have a great trade for it with the Chinefe

and the Mawes : when of a good quality, it is fold for at leaft a piftole the pound.

The trees which yield it mud have attained a certain age, bccaufe this wood is found

in its heart when it decays.

The faifafras is a large tree, the wood of which is as light as fir. The boards made
from it arc only ufcd for works which are not intended to laft long. The bark of this

tree is much more precious than its wood ; it enters into the compofuion of feverul

medicines : it is alio ufed to cure the venereal difeafe, with which the country is in-

fcdled. The Siamefe are quite naked when thty llrip the bark from this tree : they

take care to rub themfclves with a kind of powder iteopcd in water, to prevent the

vapour which iflues from it penetrating the fkin, which caufcs a violent itching. This

wood, and more efpecially its bark, fmells like camphor, and when held in contadt

any time with gold it turns it white.

Sandal is alio a tree the wood of which is odoriferous, but more common than the

two firft. There are two kinds of it } white, which the ifland of Timor furnilhes in

abundance ; and the red, nmch fcarcer than the other, which grows at Siam. The
inhabitants put it to many ufes ; they bum it in fmall fplinters to obtain a pleafant

odour : they reduce it with water, on a rough ftone, into an odoriferous parte, with

which they rub their bodies after bathing : they ule it alio to burn near dead bodies.

The woods for dyeing are the Hipan and fome other trees. The lapan is fo common
in Siam that there are whole forefts of it. The inhabitants have a great trade with

the Chinefe for it, who every year load feveral veffcls with it, to make the fame dye of

it as at Japan.

Ebony is alfo very common in Siam ; it is the heart of a tree, which has four or five

inches of exterior wood of which they make no ufc. The Chinefe alfo come to buy
ebony at Siam.

Woods for cabinet making and carpenters are in great abundance. That which

they call tecle is the beft ; it is white, and approaches to oak. 'I'hey cut planks of it,

Jometimcs forty feet in length and two in breadth. It is ufed there in the conitruftion

of veirds and houfcs. It grows very ftraight and thick, and the llcm of the tree is

fometimcs one hundred and twenty feet high. They form large boats of it, which in

a lingle piece are more than one hundred feet long : they hollow it by fire, and they

enlarge its capacity.

Red comon is, next to tccle, the bell wood for fh'ps, and the eafieft to find. Marie

wood does not fpiit, whatever nails or pegs are driven into it : it is better than all others

to make knees for (hips.

Iron-wood is red : it is fo called from its extreme hardnefs and weight. It is excel-

lent to make rafters, provided the heart has bcvn taken from the tree, which eafily

rots ; but for the reft of the trunk, however long the tree may have been cut, it ap-

pears as frt-fh as if it had only been foiled two days.

'i'he Siamefe have no hemp ; th<'y make their cordage of the brout of cocoa-nuts,

and their fails are mats of large ruflies. Brout is a grern bark which is on the cocoa-

nur, as it is on our nuts ; with this diilercnce, that that of the cocoa-imt is of the thick-

nefs of two inches, and its fibres may bo worked into cords. 'I'here are no trees from

w hich they iicrive mort- advantages than from the cotton tree and the bamboo.
The bamboo is a kind of reed, hollow within, and divided by fmall partitions from

lop to bottom : it may be from twenty-five to thirty feet ia height j but it only grows

thick

1
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thick in the woods, where it may be a foot in diameter. Its leaves are fcarce and pale.

It grows by flioots, which are feparated from each other by knots. It has branches

and thorns, which our reeds have not. It grows fo faft, that in a month it rifes more
than twelve or fifteen feet. It is, while yet foft, about four or five feet high, that the

Siamefe cut it to pickle in vinegar. They firft cut it in flips, fait it, and put it in a

jar, where the fait penetrates it : fome time after they take it out, and lay it in the fun

to dry, which changes it from white to brown. When it is very dry, they put it in

earthen pots with vinegar, and leave it fo for fonie time ; after which it becomes
fofter than the gerkin, which is cured in the fame manner. They fonietimes add pi-

mento, and the grapes of pepper while ftill green, which give it a very fine flavour.

It is more ufed at fca than other preferves, bccaufc it keeps better. When this kind
of cane is a little bigger, it is put in very thin flices in fricafees, and it much heightens

the mofl: infipid meats ; but when arrived at its full growth, it contains in its cavities a
clear water, which is a fovcreign remedy to cure fore heads, and an oil is extruded
from it which the doftors ufe with fiiccefs.

When full grownthey cut it in pieces, and draw fire from it by the friftion of two
of its twigs, to judge of its hardnef"! It grows very clofe to one another, and the

fame roots fhoot out many flalks. W '

i!e green it ferves for ofier to make bafliets^

and band-lathes, and fmall pillars to fupport their cabins are made of it. When dry

it ferves for polls for houfes and palifades. The Cochin-Chinef'e even conftrud barks

with it, in which they fail on the open fea with confidence.

The Siamefe and the Bramas make of it benches, prefles, ladders, houfes, and
fplit it in three to cover the roof : they plant it round their grounds, and form hedges

of it, which are a better defence than the ftronged walls. They make of it cafes,

ftrong mats, figures, fails, chairs, inlaid work, and paper, by fcraping it. They carry

water in the ftraight bamboos j thcfe which are crooked and rtrong ferve to carry

eflrades, palanquins, or litters.

Betel is a kind of leaf fimilar to the ivy ; it grows in the fame manner, on trees or
poles placed for it to grow on. The fmell of it is wholefome ; and the Siamefe would

rather go without rice than betel. It has the fame property as tobacco has in Europe :

it promotes an eafy falivation, which prevents diforders incident to warm and burning

climates. The flaves have a certain quantity allowed them every day to animate

them, and to take away the temptation of ftealing of it ; for they will Itop at nothing

to obtain it.

Areka is a kind of large gland, which grows on a tree as ftraight as the palm-tree.

The Indians eat it either green or ripe. When it is foft, they take off the coat which

covers the outfide, and which a good deal refembles that of the walnut. Its infide

contains a foft and greyilh lubftance when it is not quite formed ; but when ripe, the

coat which is on it turns yellow, and it becomes a black and rough nut, which exadly

refembles a nutmeg. When it has been kept in water fevcral months the hulk rots

without the nut lofmg its frefhncfs, and it contrads a difagreeable fmell, which how-
'

ever does not prevent the Siamefe from efteeming it a great delicacy.

By mixing areka and betel they make a compofition, which is fold in fmall packets,

which the Indians much ufe to redden their teeth and lips: they alfo attribute to it the

quality of preferving the gums from becoming foul, and of being a provocative to the

pleafures of love. The Indian women, who are of a warm conftitution, and efpecially

the Portuguefe, who are ftill more libidinous, ufe all their art to prevail on (trangera

to eat it. Its virtue is to preierve the mouth fweet, and- none are found with a bad

breath ; but it caufes fuch an excefs of fpitting, which is quite red, that in every apart-

ment
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ment is a fpittoon, that they may not be dirtied. The King makes Iiis officei-s prefents

of go'd boxes to keep their betel in : they are inclofed in one of the fame metal : they

contain feparatcly areka cut, betel leaves, lime, and tobacco in leaves, with a finall

gold-handled knife to cut the areka ; and although every body is permitted to have them
of gold or filver, it is forbidden to have them of the fame form with thofe the King
gives. On the death of an officer his box is returned to the King. The women,
who ufe this little piece of furniture, have it either of filver or copper, accordino- to

their means. Whatever confidence the Siamefe may have in tliis mixture as to keeping

their mouth clean, it is remarked that their tongue is in holes in fcvcral places, and
that they are obliged to fcrape it every morning, to cloanfe the flime which all thefe

drugs caufe ; and few old people are feen that have not loft f Iieir teeth..

The cocoa-nut is one of the fruits mod ufcd by the Siamefe iu their rcpafts. They
ufe its milk to feafon many of their diflies ; and they take the fcrapings of the ilefli,

and fometimcs the flcfh itfelf, to heighten their ragouts. Moft of the fruits they eat

are difterent from thofe of France. The woods and gardens fupply their wants : the

fined oranges in the world grow in Siam ', they count thirty different fpecies of them.

The fweeteft are thofe they call fomme-keo ; it is large and rough ; its ikin is always

green, and as thick as the little finger : when opened, the orange which it contains

eafily comes away ; its compartments feparate from one another without any trouble,

and melt in the mouth ; the pips are fmall and few. The other kinds of oranges are

very common, and though inferior to the firft fort, they have much more flavour than

any we are acquainted with.

The durio is a fruit of preference: it is the fize of our melons, and covered with
very (harp thorns, and a ikin harder than the (hell of our chefnut. The tree which
produces it is large and lofty ; when loaded with fruit they are careful not to (land

under its branches, left one of them (hould fall on their head : its weight, and the

hardnefs of its thorns, would be the death of any one. Its fruit has a very difagrec-

able fmell to thofe not accuftomed to it ; and when it is opened, the fcent becomes I'o

ftrong that it is perceived at a confiderable diftance. It may be faid that it is a play of
nature, which has united in this fruit the moft offenfive odour to the moft exquifite

flavour. The (hell contains large chefnuts, which are enveloped in a yellow cream,
the fine tafte of which compensates for the oftenfivenefs of the fmell. The fondnefs

of the Siamefe for this fruit ha? made them find out the means of preferving it all the

year. They take the cream, while frc(h, and make a marmalade of it, which they
bake, and afterwards keep in a pot, fo as to have it at all feafons.

The ajaque is a fruit much larger than the durio, and covered with a rough wrinkled
Dun : it grows on a large and majeftic tree : they extraft a copious milk from its

leaves, and the fruit is only produced by the large branches, or on the body of the
tree ; the nearer it approaches the trunk the larger it grows : they ftrip off the prickly
fldn which covers it ; it is then cut in pieces, which are fricafeed. A marmalade is

made of its fle(h and fugar, which keeps all the year. When the fruit is ripe, under
a thin poliflied wood are found fifty chefnuts, inclofed in a purfe of yellow flelh, very
fweet, and of a ftrong odour. Thcfe nuts, broiled or boiled, have nearly the fame
tafte as our chefnuts, but they are lefs.

The mangofteen is the fruit of a very beautiful tree, the head of which forms a

large globe. The fruit is large and round as an apple : its bark, which is as thick as

the finger, is of a deep red, and has on the outfide as many lumps as there are rings

within. When preiTed, a yellow gum comes from it, although ihe rings which it

contains are as white as nulk, and arranged like the infidc of an orange. This fruit is

very
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vei7 delicate and refrelhing J it is eat after the durlo, the heat of which it tempers.

The Europeans prefer this fruit to all the others which are peculiar to this kingdom,
becaufe it has no fmeli. It is alfo eat in the nut while it is preen. The Siamele make
a drink of its bark, of admirable virtue in flopping and curing dyfenteries.

The ramauftan is a red fruit, whofe (kin is fimilar to the figure of the mulberry.

When broken, a white fruit, and as larj: ^ the end of the finger, is found, which
contains an almond. The ramauftan of Siam is neither fo good nor fo efteemed as

that which grows in the kingdom of Achem, or in the ifland of Sumatra.
In Ikin and form the acajou is like an apple. Although it is a nut-fruit, it has this

peculiarity, that its nut is outfide the fruit. The tree is not handlbme, and there are

few but what are crooked. The bloflbm of this tree is Angularly delicate and bnautiful,

and of a nioft. grateful fcent. The tree refembles in fize and appearance a fine pear

tree. As foon as the bloffom falls, a nut is formed in the fliape of a fmall kidney,

which contains a very delicate almond, and of an excellent davour. This fruit is never

cat without fugar on account of its great acidity.

In the forefts of Siam arc fig trees, which bear figs like thofe of Europe, which
form without bloflbms ; they have the form and tafte without the delicacy. When
they are large, the Siamefe flatten them, and dry them to keep j but it is perceived

that they are a wild fruit.

The atte is a delicate fruit, in the form of a fir apple : it is of a green colour, and,

as it ripens, it becomes foft and opens ; its pulp is like fugared cream, and rather

glutinous. It contains a great quantity of black pips, the Ikin of which is fo hard,

that they feem to be fo many nuts. The tree which produces it does not grow very

high : it yields fruit above and below, forming a kind of buih.

The anana is a kind of fruit whofe external figure refembles a bullock's heart : the

Ikin is thin and yellow. Thi;» fruit is foft, becaufe it contains a fort of white cream, the

tafte of which approaches that of new cheefe : it is full of black pips like thofe of the

other, but rather larger and longer, as well as the fruit, which is twice as large, and
is not equal to it in delicacy. The tree which bears it is different from the other,

being much larger, and a ftandard.

Tne guava has the exterior form of our pears ; its (kin is of a greyilh green ; its

pulp is white or red ; it has the perfume of the ftrawbefry. This fruit would be one
of the moft agreeable to the tafte of Europeans, if it was not mingled with an infinity

of little feeds, which when fwallowed never digeft : its tree is very crooked, has

fcarcely any bark, and never grows very large.

The papa is a fruit whofe flefh is yellow, like that of the melon, but its tafte is

totally difterent : its Ikin is green and fmooth, and the flefh fweet : it is mingled with

sn infinity of fmall grains, which have the form and tafte of thofe of a pear, and which

are united together in the fame manner as the feeds of melons ; and this grain, fmall

as it is, produces a tree which, in lefs than two years, grows to the height of eighteen

or twenty feet ; but it does not laft more than ten or twelve years, and if the root is

touched, the trunk in a fliort time is reduced into filaments and earth.

The banana, which, throughout India, is called figue banahe, is of the fize and

fliape of a favilla. Its green Ikin, when ripe, becomes yellow, and marked with black

:

it eafily comes from the flefli, which is foft and party, which is what has perhaps ob-

tained it the name of figue : it is folid and has no pips : its tafte is very agreeable,

and it is gathered every month : it is generally cat raw, and ibmetimes roafted. The
tree which bears this fruit never has but one (hoot, which is a large grape which comes

from the centre of its top j from this flioot hangs one or two hundred ripe bananas.
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The tree dies, and from Its root fprin^ up two or three others, which foon attain the
fame fize. They are generally as thick as a man's thigh, fomctiinos us big as the

body. The trunk is only formed of coats one over the other, but which always con-

tinue fo foft, that let the tree be ever fo large, it may be cut through with a fabre, anj
all its coats may be dripped oft* to its heart, which is only a flimy pith through which
the liquor that forms the fruit filtrates. Thefe coats, which are the bottoms of leaves

already ftillen, are ftuck one to the other by fmall filaments, very thinly fpread, which
nourifli them, and which caufes them to extend as the tree grows larger. When it

comes out of the earth, only two or three leaves are at firll feen, which rife perpendi-

cular, and whofe f&et, which feem wrapped over one another, form a pipe the fize of
the little finger ; from the miildle of thefe leaves fpring three others, but the fird fade

and fall ; their foot remains, and ferves to form the trunk of the tree, which rifes and
enlarges as new leaves come on. When arrived at the height of five or fix feet,

from the centre of its ftem iflues a large flower, inclining to red ; and after this flower

appears the bananas ranged round the ftem ; the fmalleft are next to the flower. The
trunk of the tree is eat in fricafees and ragouts. The flower has five or fix ranges.

The leaves of the banana are the largeft of all the trees of India ; they are three or
four feet long, by a foot and a half in breadth. The Siamefe much ufe them at their

meals, either as table-cloths, or to place their meat on, particularly when they travel.

The tamarind is a fourifli fruit, contained in a pod, like that of peas : when ripe this

pod is red. The tree on which it grows has very large bnmches, but the leaf is as

fmall as that of the pimpernel. Thefe fmall leaves are placed ten or twelve on each fide

of a fmall ftem which iflfues from the branch of the tree. It gives an immenfe (hade,

under which the grafs cannot grow. The Siamefe pretend it is unhealthy to fleep in

its (hade ; they ufe its fruit to heighten the tafte of their fauces ; and when it is ripe

they make packets of thefe pods, which keep for a long time.

Pepper is planted at the foot of a large tree, of which it foon embraces the whole
trunk, and even covers the branches : it grows in grapes, like thofe of our currants

:

they are at firft green, and afterwards redden, and at length become quite black.

When it is ripe, they let it fall of itfulf from the tree, that its quality may be better,

and they put mats under the tree to receive it as it falls. The grains do not fall from
the grape all at once, but only as they become perfectly ripe.

The fugar-cane is much more common at Siam than pepper. It is a real reed,

which grows to the height of four or five feet, the knots of which are never more
than a hand's-breadth diftant from each other : from each knot ilTues a leaf, which
envelopes the cane up to the next joint, and which then fprcads. In the interior of

the cane is an aqueous pulp, which contains the juice of the fugar. To obtain it,

the cane is pafled between two large cyUnders, turned by oxen by means of a wheel.

As both cylinders turn inward, when the end of the cane is prefented to them it is im.

poflible to prevent it from going quite through, fo powerful is the force that draws it.

As it paflTes through it yields its liquor. The Siamefe, who arc either ignorant of or

difdain the art of refining fugar, only ufe it in grain.

The pine-apple is very common in Siam. The phmt produces it on the top of <ts

ftem, which is not more than eighteen inches in height, and is crowned with very long

leaves, the two extremities of which are briftled with thorns. It ftands ereft on its

ftem in the midft of its leaves, and its form approaches that of a large fir apple. It

has fmall cuticles, under which one would imagine were kernels. Its upper extre-

mity is covered with a tuft of leaves, which feem to form a crown, and under thefe

Icavea arc fmall fprouts, ihort, and bent outward, which are planted and become other

7 pines.
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pines. It is multiplied by cutting the tuft ; and when thus planted in the earth, they

throw out their ftem, and each ftem only produces one fruit, and that only once.

When ripe it is yellow ; and when finelt, even before it is opened, its odour ap-

proaches that of a very ripe apple : its flelh is white, and mingled with a good many
cartilages. To cat it, they peel off its hard and rather prickly (kin ; it is afterwards

lightly rubbed with a little lalt, which correds its acidity : it is cut in flices, and af-

terwards fprinkled with fugar ; and if a little wine is added, it has the quality of
warming and ftrcngthening the ftoniach.

As corn does not eafily grow in this country, and they are ignorant of or diflike

the quality of it, the Siamcfe have no bread like us. Rice is the chief article in their

meals : they have fevcral kinds ; white and red, coarfe and fine. The coarfe, which
is that in general ufe, is differently efteemed, according to the places where it is pro-

duced. The rice grown on high lands is of an inferior quality to that which grows in

low grounds. As it is to be had at little coft, the poor make it their common food

:

only the countryman eats red rice, which is much larger and more noiirifhing ; but

it is alfo heavier, and is not fo agreeable to the eye as the white. The black is only

ufed mixed with fugar and the flelh of the cocoa nut fcraped over it : the tafte is good,

but it is fo filling they cannot eat much of it.

Fine rice is feldom thicker than a needle, and is as tranfparent as cryftal. The
Siamefe only ufe it in feads and at fedivals ; they drefs a certain quantity of the grains

with a fowl and a quarter of a goat, or a piece of frefh pork. This ragout is called

poulo ; it is as white as fnow, and digeds the fooner and th'«: more eafily, becaufe it is

lighter and dryer.

The Siamefe have their harveft in the dry feafon, and when the waters have retired.

When the inundations in certain places rile above the rice it becomes rotten ; but it

generally grows as much- as the water, and the ear appears on the furface. That
which grows in foils never covered by the inundation is more fubftantial, has more
flavour, and keeps longer.

The Siamefe make their vermicelli with rice ; they eat it with a filh fauce or melted

fugar. There is a great confumption of it in the royal city ; and it is one of thofe

articles from which the King derives moft advantage : all thofe who deal in it pay him
about five and thirty (hillings duty yearly ; and the number of venders being very con-

fiderablc, it brings immenfe fums into his treafury. The diftillers of brandy, who are

numerous, and almoft all Chinefe, are alfo obliged to pay heavy duties for didilling.

As an immenfe quantity of rice is confumed in Siam and its environs, they ufe the

dregs that remain after they have extradled the brandy to fatten the pigs, the con-

fumption of which is fo much the greater in this country, as it is forbidden to fell

butcher's meat, fuch as oxen, cows, and calves. Supcrdition has forbidden the ufe

of them, becaufe they believe that, according to the principle of inetempficofis, thefe

animals have been the fandluary of their divinities. Befides, this meat is dry and

infipid, and common game has no flavour; but their fwine's flefh is far fuperior to

that of the pigs of Europe : it is delicate and of eafy digeftion ; when it has been

falted for a day the dodors prefcribe it to convalefcents in preference to poultry or

boiled meats.

When the Siamefe drink the brandy they call arak, they take a large wooden plate,

1 which they place a large china bowl, containing two or three pints of brandy ; on

the top they put a cup, which floats on the liquor, and around the bowl are feveral

fmall pots, in which are failed and pickled fruits, fmall fiih dry and roafted, baked
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and faltwl eggs. They fit round this difli, and overy one helps h!mfclf to what he
likcA bed ; hut they Rcni'rally give the preference to what moft creates thirft, and

by turns dip the little cup into ihe brandy, and drink as they converfe. After they

have all drank three or iour cups, the provilions are ferved in, and during the whole

rcp;t(t they never drink: when their appetite is fatished, they drink a large cup of

water, wa(h their mouths, and immediately tak" ihcir betel.

I^alachan is made from fmall lobflcrs, which we call flirimps. They pound thetn

xvith fait into a kind of pafle, which they bake in the fun for feveral days; they taku

care to ftir it about, which fpreads a dil'agreeable fmell all around. This pade with

them fupplies the place of butter, fortifies the flomach, and (harpens the appetite.

It is to be obferved, that in all hot countries the llomach lofes its activity by a too

copious perfpiration, and confequently every thing w hich warms it is a principle of life

which repairs Its loflrs. Thofc who manufadure this bal.ichan are very careful to favi;

the water which drains from it, and fell it very dear in bottles hermctricaliy fealed
;

and every one lays in a flock of it to feafon their dilhes.

There is « kind of brown grafshopper which to them is a delicate food ; as likewife

fpider's eggs, of which they didinguifh feveral kinds. They prefer the eggs of thofe

fpiders which make their holes in the ground, and which are oidy found in the woods.

Their bite is as dangerous as that of the tarantula.

They have alfo a kind of toad, which they call houhan, a name which is the ex-

prcflion of their cry, which is fo loud, that two are fufRcient to diifurb a whole

country. This animal is quite round and very frightful ; his head can fcarcely be per>

ceived. It is probable that the inhabitants confume a great many of them, for num-
bers are feen in the public markets ready fpitted.

The bamboo rat is a very choice fond ; it is in fliape like the common rat; its tail

is quite red, and it is without any hair, like a worm : it is as large as our cat. It is

called bamboo rat, becaufe it feeds on that wood, and efpecially on the young (hoots.

They are reared in all the houfes, and they become tame, and make cruel war with

the common rats; but their ravages are greater than thofe they would prevent. The
field rat is a much-cftcemed f^od, and is very plentiful.

A food which they confider exquifite is a fmall deer, not bigger than a hare, but

with longer legs, a fine flendcr Ixidy, the legs not thicker than a quill : its foot is

cloven like the common deer, of which it polteiTes all the agility. It is taken in the

woods with nets. The eggs of the talagoie are reckoned exquifite eating. The talagoie

is a kind of lizard, but much larger than our common lizards : it is extremely lively

and aQive ; it climbs along the trees; it is not mifchievous, nor is its bite dangerous.

Its tongue is fplit half its length, from whence the Indians fay it has two tongues. It

moves both parts of its tongue as we move our fingers, without the motion of one part

caufing that of the other. This animal much refombles the crocodile, except that it

does not like the water. They partake of few meals without having falted or pickled

fruits. They fait them in this maimer: they take them when their kernels are green

and foft ; they throw thL-ra into a large jar of water with fome ialt. The marion, a kind

of large white plumb, is excellent when tiius l;dted ; the water itfelf of it is not bad;

it takes by degrees the flavour of the fruit, with a litilj fait, which improves the tafle

of the rice. They fall mangoes in the fame manner, which is a fruit whofe form and

tafle is wholly different from all the produdions of Europo. It is in fhape fomeihin;;

like a fhecp's kidney, and fometimcs grows very large ; it is not uncommon for them

tt) weigh two pounds, but its general iize is that of a large pear. Its Hefli is yellow ;

its
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ies kernel rery flat and large \ its odour approaches to turpentine. As its flavour Is

agreeable, and its quality heating, the Siamofe cat it with vinegar, efpecially when
fomcwhat large.

They make ufc of falted ducks' eggs, which they proforve feveral months wUhout
fpoiling. They put a good deal of clay round each egg as a cruft, and when they

want to cat them, they take o(F this crult and harden the egg : it is thus they preferve

their melons, which they fait in flices, and which they always keep excellent. They
alio ufe ginger, which grows abundant in this kingdom: the Dutch make an excellent

preferve of it, which they export to Batavia ; but it is too heating.

yilver and corries are what the Siamefe prefer receiving in exchange for their pro-

dudions ; but they have a prediledion for coloured linens, muflins, carpeting, and
filks, efpecially thofe of China, which being gayer and lighter are mure fuitabie to

the climate. This tafte, however, is not exclufivc, as they anxioufly feek for the

fcarlets and velvets of Europe ; and it is with thofe articles our merchants might render

the Siamefe tributary to their indultry.

Mulkets, gunpowder, and flints would command a quick fale and confiderable

profit. The Siamefe would willingly take them in exchange for their moll valuable

produdions, and would even pay for them in the money of their country, which con-

lifts in fmall balls of lilver, marked at the corner by the King.

The fale of opium is abfolutely contraband : the forbidding the introdudion of it

into this kingdom originates in the dil'pofition of the people to abufe the ufe of it. Its

cfl'eds have at different times caufed the greatcft ravages : the prefent King has pafled

fentence of death on feveral of his fubjeds who had tranfgrefled this law. The Siamefe

accuftom themfelves to take it, beginning by a grain, and encreafing the number to

half a dozen. Some fwallow it, but the greater part fmoke it, whicn caufes a flecpy

drunkennefs. They fay then they have fublime and grand ideas ; each has dreams
agreeable to his temperament ; the ambitious man beholds at his feet monarchs and
flaves in chains ; the bilious man is feized with vifions of horror and difmay ; the mild

and benevolent man beholds all the world applaud him. However, there io nothing

fo I'acrcd that the Siamefe is not ready to break through to procure this root, which
fells for its weight in lilver, which is n >r furprifmg among a people who Ix liove that

dreams are books in which the fa' ire written.

Although all climates moil txpufed to the vivifying rays of the fun prefent us with

produdions which nature retuus to colder regions, Ine ftill difpenfes her bounty, and

northern countries have t!'.i.ir oeculiar riches. Throughout India are to be found

peas, potatoes, cibol, r*..iihes, fnuUl cucumbers, gourds, water-melons, parfley,

balm, forrel ; but all tlwto vegetables only refemble ours in the name. They are not

acquainttd with our rivts, nor the ditlerent herbs which coinpofe our fallads, which

iliould be attributed to the negligence of the people, and not to tho fault of the foil.

Since all our herbs tranfportcd to Batavia have not degenerated, it may b? prel'umed

they would have equally fuccecdcd in Siam.

CHAP. X.— Animals.

AMONG all quadrupeds the elephant may be faid to liold the firft rank, whether

as to its bulk, lirength, and utility, or for the initind which this animal feems to

poflels in a fuperiur degree. No country in the univerfe produces finer than are to be

fuuud ill Siam j the laiger arc as much as twelve feet high. Its bulk is proportionate
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to its height ; its feet are as ftraight as columns, and the under part is very foft, To

that you fcarcely hear it tread. When it wallcs it puts forward the two legs of the

fame fide, which gives an uncouth and fatiguing motion to its body, and confequently

to thofe who ride it, particularly if they are not accuftomed to it. It has been thought
that they never lie down ; but that is an error which is now corrected : they lie down
like other animals, '.at they generally flcep (landing and without fupport. With his

trunk he blows the dull from the place where he would lie, and makes it much cleaner

than if it had been fwept by the moft careful domeftic. After he lies down, he puts
the end of his trunk into his mouth, for fear the ants fhould get into it

i and if, not-

withilanding this precaution, any one has the addrefs to penetrate into it, he becomes
enraged, and blows with violence, to get rid of fo troublefome a guefl.

He tifes his trunk as a hand, to carry whatever he eats to his mouth, which is fmal!,

when compared to the coloHal form of his body ; his under jaw in particular is very
fmall. When he would drink, he takes in his trunk about half a pail-full of water,

which he pours into his mouth. With his trunk he tears oft' the branches of trees, of
which he eats the leaves or mofs, and if he does not find them juicy, he beats them
on one of his legs. When he finds a trunk of a banana tree, which is foft, but too

large to put in his mouth he takes care to hold one end in his trunk, while he fplits

the other with his teeth, when he has made it fit to be chewed, he takes it to his mouth.
In fliort no animal eats with fo much cleanlinefs.

Their ftrength furpaifts that of all other quadrupeds. Formerly they were loaded
with towers, filled with ibidiers, and they often decided the fate of battles. Their two
teeth weigh about two hundred and thirty pounds. It is difficult to conceive how fo

ftrong an animal fhould be fo cafy to manage. A common rope confines him, tied

by the hind feet to a tree, but when he is enraged, or frightened by any fudden noife ;

fuch as thunder or the report of cannon, to which he is not yet accuflomed, he breaks
ropes thicker than the wrift, as eafily as he would break a thread. Only his keeper
can calm his fury, and even his voice he depifes when at heat. Fortunately nature has
furnifticd him with the means of appeafing the burning flames which torture him.

Although the elephant Is at rut, and always lives among females, they never couple
in the houles ; they then feck the woods and retired places ; it feems as if their modefty
was afhamed of their natural wants. When the male is enraged, it is fufticient to fhew
him a female, and he becomes quiet and tradable.

If a domeftic female elephant is to be covered, flic muft be fuffercd to go into the
woods, with trammels, that (he may not ftray too far ; flie does not fail to get covered,
and fhe then immediately returns home. She goes twelve months, and when nigh
bringing forth, they let her go into the woods, becaufe they believe flie would rather
burft than bring forth in any inhabited place. She afterwards /eturns home with
her young one.

The elephant has only two teats which are placed between the two fore legs ; and
as the youiig one cannot roach its mother's teats, it draws the milk with its trunk, and
then puts it in its mouth. Thefe animals never exert their ftrength againft their

keepers : a compafTionate gcntlenefs feems to form their character ; and when they meet
a flock of (heep, they difptrfc them with their trunk, as if they were afraid of crufhing
them with their weijjht. Although ufed for v/ar, they never contra^ that ferocity

which the cuftom of ftiedding blood infpires, and their natural wildnefs has an air

of timidity.

' The load of an elephant at Siam is not proportioned to his ftrength : in general he
cnly carries twelve hundred pounds weight, and even with that, they cannot make
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him go very far. When he finds himfelf too much fatigued, he fwells his belly, breaks

in an inftant all the girths and cordages, at\d throws down his load, rather from lazinefs,

than being unable to fupport fo great a weight.

The King and perfons of quality generally ride on elephants. They either ufc a
ladder to get on his back, or make him kneel down. He holds out a leg, on which
they ftep, and he never rifes till they are feated. His ftep is much longer than that of

a horfe : his trot is pretty quick : he never {tumbles nor gallops. The ufc they derive

from him has infplred the Siamefe with the utmofl refpeft for this animal •, they have

the fame regard for them they have for the human fpecies, and thoy would place

them in equality with men if they had the u!"e of fpeech : efpecially tho^j^ belonging

to the King are treated with moft diftinftion ; (hey have their flaves, the number of
which is proportioned to their opinion of their fagacity. The white elephant, which is

the firft in dignity, has a hundred fervants to take care of him : the fides of his palace

are all gilt ; inftead of troughs, he has two bafons of maffive gold, and the moft
dignified mandareens do not think it any difgdce in devoting themfelvcs to his fervice:

the honours which are paid to him extend even to his relatives j for the Siamefe

diftinguilh thefe animals by the fame family names which are ufed in Europe among
men. This rcfpeft originates in the fyftem of metempficofis : they believe the fouls of
Kings and heroes pafs into the bodiep. of elephants. The white are the moft efteemed

and are moft rare. They fet a great value on black ones, but there are few of that

colour.

They ufe this animal alfo to draw water and large pieces of timber. When employed
in this work he docs not feem to make the leaft effort ; he walks as eafy as if he had
no burthen to draw. They ufe him likewife to (hove veffels into the water with his

backfide, and to throw down buildings, when there is danger that a fire may fpread

to the neighbouring houfes.

The Siamefe are themfelves too idle to derive all the advantages they might from
fo ufeful an animal ; they only feem to value it for the effeft and pomp it gives to

the travelling of their King. It is true they fell a great number every year at Mergui,

and derive a great profit from their teeth, in which they deal largely with the people

of Surat and Europe.

One of the exercifes in which they inftrufl the Princes of the kmgdom, is to ride

the elephant, as the nobiUty of Europe are taught to ride the horfe ; it is more particu-

larly in the manner of riding on the neck, that the moft addrefs is fhewn. It is not

pofnble to fit on his back, on account of its breadth ; befide that, he could not be

managed at fuch a diilauce. Inftead of a ftirrup, they make ufe of a thick cord which

goes round his neck. The moft (kilful riders throw a noofe running, with wonderful

dexterity, to take thofe which are wild. This chafe, which is the moft noble, is only

permitted the Kings and Princes, although ihe woods are full of thefe animals. A
male always i;oes at the head of a great number of females, which excites among the

males jealoulies and battles. The females never interfere in thefe quarrels, and full of

refpeft for fpirit and courage, they abandon him that flies, and always follow the

conqueror. As in thefe hunting parties, the King and Princes lake a great many
elephants, they keep the fineft for their own ufe, and fend the others to Mergui, to be

fold to merchants who come trom the coaft of Coromandel to trade in them, and who
bring in exchange the finelt linens and ftuffs from Bengal, Surat and Perfia. There

is fcarcely a year that at leaft fifty elephants arc not fold. This trade foi ms the moft

folid wealth of the Siamefe, who by tliis fale, and that of their teeth, procure them*

ftlves foreign produftions. ^i
. , .,; *
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t.i-The King referves this trade to himfelr, and no one elfe may carry it on. There
are tenants who are obliged to pay into the royal treafury a certain number of teeth.

This obliges them to go a hunting for them, and obtain as many as will fumi(h the

given number. They often conceal the produce of the chace, and fell the overplus

clandeftinely, but not without rifle, both to the feller and buyer ; they both are liable

to be condemned for life to cut grafs for the King's tame elephants, a punifhment the

more fevere, as all the defcendants of thofe thus condenuied remain for ever in this

ilavery, unlefs liberated by a fpecial pardon from the King.

The inftind of the elephant places it above ail other animals, and the Siamefe

efteem it fo^uch, that many, to the difgrace of the human mind, are loaded with

titles, and endowed with the Rrii dignities in the kingdom.
It mud be confcfl'ed that this animal without his trunk would appear mofl: flupid ;

but as it ferves him for arms and hands, it would almoft be imagined that this pro-

digious mafs thought and reafoned j fo dextrous is he in the ufe of it to do whatever

he is ordered.

Among fifty of thefe animals, that the King of Siam had fent to Mergui to be fold,

was one more terrible, and more difficult to be condufted than any of the others : he

knew no one but his keeper, and would obey no one elfe whatever. All thefe ele-

phants were put into a large garden, hear the Chriftian church : they were all tied

by the hind feet, each one to a feparate tree, fome didance apart ; that they might

not annoy each other ; and as thefe animals are always eating they put before them
a bundle of grafs, and branches of the cocoa-tree and banana-tree. "When this elephant,

who was called Cerca, faw that his keeper was abfent, he very dextroufly untied

the rope which faftened him to the tree with his trunk, and went and eat the grafs

and banana-trees of another elephant. If the other keepers tried to make him return

to his own tree, without minding them, he fhewed his teeth, fo that they were ail

obliged to retire ; they could not accomplifli it till his keeper came : as foon as the

animal faw him, he returned to his place, and appeared gentle and quiet. After having

Elayed this prank for feveral days, his keeper beat htm well with a (lick^ which he
ore very quietly without the lead (hew of anger. The keeper afterwards was eating

with fome of his comrades, a few paces from this elephant ; the animal took up a ftone

from the ground and holding it balanced in his trunk as if at play, threw It dire£ll/

into the earthen pot that held his keeper's wine or brandy, which broke it and fpilt

all the liquor : this enraged the man and drew on him another (hower of blows, which

he again took very quietly. Every day theje animals are feen to do every thing their

keeper tells them to do, as to falute thofe they pafs, pick up whatever their conduftors

who are feated on their neck, let fall, and immediately give it them. This animal

takes an extraordinary affe^ion to- thofe who have the care of feeding him. An
exanjple was witnefleo at Pondichery, in regard to a very drunken foldier, who every

tlay gave fome fruit to an elephant. One day this foldier, being drunk, after giving

fome fruit to this ek-phant, fell afleep at his feet. The animal began to gently rub

him with his trunk. Some other foldiers, fearful that with his careflcs he might hurt

their comrade, would have taken him up : the elephant, fai from permitting it,

prefented his teeth to whoever attempted to approach, and watched the man till he

awoke, without ever allowing any one to come near him.

Similar traiib are every day obferved, which (hew how grateful this animal is for

any kindnefs (hewn him. He has a natural affedion for monkies : for the Siamefe

keep a rnonkt-y in the place where they have their elephants ; they think that if any

bad air (hould pafs through it would fall on the monkey, and not hurt the elephants.
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There are other animals he has in abhorrence. He cannot bear a fowl : which obliges

them, in veffels which tranfport elephants, to take great care that the fowls do not get

out of their coops. They relate, that on board a veffel that was carrying elephants,

a fowl having got loofe, and jumped upon thefe animals, they became fo unruly, they

were fearful they would deftroy every thing ; fortunately the fowl fell under the feet

of an e'f'nhant, who inftantly cruflied it, which rcftored tranquillity in the /hip. They
equally abhor the tiger and the crocodile ; for which reafon the King of Siam fome-

times gives a combat between an elephant and one of thefe animals. The fight draws
an immenfe concourfe of people. In this combat the elephant has the head covered

with ftrong leather, to fcreen his trunk in it, and proteft it from the claws di the tiger ;

he rufties towards him, and endeavours to pierce him with his teeth, or to ftrike him
with his trunk, which he takes care immediately to draw within this leather ; for if the

tiger caught it with his claws, he would become the conqueror, but if the elephant can
put his foot on the tiger, he immediately cruflies and kills him.

In the fame manner he fights the crocodile ; he endeavours to pierce him under-

neath with his teeth, or to take him up in his trunk, and throw him into the air, and
crulh him under his feet when he falls again. But his moft formidable enemy is a

fpecies of tiger, very fmall it is true, but fo aftive, that he fpiings on his back, and
tears him till he drops dead. The ufual amufement of the Kings of Siam is hunting

elephants : they do it three ways ; one is to noofe them as they run in the woods j the

other to lay fnares for them, in which they are caught by one foot : the third mode,
which is the moft dextrous, and affords moft fport, is to drive them into a circle, from
which they canrot get out without being taken : they employ the females to attraft them
into this ftiar.,.

Much addr equured to noofe them, and it is in'this exercife, the young Lords are

chiefly inftru The whole art confifts in throwing the noofe without being them-

felves entangled in it. They have fchools where they inftruft pupils in this art, and
many become fuch adepts, that, mounted on one of thefe tame animals, they noofe the

wild elephant by the foot, although he does not rife it from the ground more than fix

or feven inches. When ^he animal is in the cord, they let him run in the woods, where

he foon entangles himfelf in the brambles and roots of trees, in which the noofe

catches. They then try to familiarize him with domeftic elephants ; they tie him to

them when he is cowed by hunger : they take him from the woods, and carry him
into the city, where, in a few days, he becomes as traflable as the others.

The fecond manner of taking wild elephants in fnares^ is generally ufed by thofe

who are obliged to fupply the King with a certain number of their teeth annually.

Although according to their principles, it is a great fin to kill thefe animals, yet interelt

often carries it over religion, and the king allows thofe to be killed which are ill made,

and have natural defers, for examples, the ears, &c. &c. The monarch, to excul-

pate himfelf from this fin, alledges that it is not he that kills them, and that he com-

mits that charge to men polluted by iniquity.

They lay thefe fnares thus. At certain diftunces in the wood they throw noofeif

quite open, along the path, where they prefume the elephant will pafs. Thefe noofes,

which are made of cord and buflalo's hid°, on one part touch the ground, and on the

other are elevated about a foot from it. At the end of the cord, which may be twelve

or fifteen feet long, is faftened a piece of wood in the form of a fmall anchor. When
the elephant has caught his foot in this noofe he drags it for fome time, till it

faftens to the roots of the trees } the more the animal ftrives to difengage himfelf, the
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fighter the noofe embraces his foot : the pain this creates caufes him to remain ftill

:

he then eats every thing around him within his reach, till he falls from weaknefs

and diet).

The third manner of taking elephants is the mofl: dextrous and moft amufmg. The)
drive them into a place ' irroundcu with large flakes, from whence they cannot get

out without being taken. In the 'uburbs of the rciyal cit/, near the bridge which

joins it to terra firma, is one of thefe large enclofures : it is a long fquare, fhut with

two doors, made of ftrnng bars : the door next the country is (imple, but that oppofitc

to it, on the outfide rcfcinblf,' .:e pen, in which horfes are placed that are difficuh to

be fhnd. This pen is proport.mcd to the fize and ftrength ot the elephants : it has

two doors, one of which opens into a place furrounded with (lakes, about a foot

diftaiit from each other : and the fecond is at the other end : to get out of if, the door

lifts up and down in grooves. They call this invention i>iniatc, which has given that

name to that quarter of the city, and the bridge that leads to it.

When they would bring the wild ck-phants to get them into this enclofure, they

fend ten or a dozen female elephants into the woods, at the head of which goes that

one which is beft trained, who carries on its back a large bundle of boughs, in which a

man is concealed, to give the nccelFary fignals. They are no fooner in the woods
th:m fome male comes to keep them company ; then the man that is concealed, gives

his elephant the fignal to return towards the enclofure. They return flowly eating

the leaves of the trees they meet with. The male elephants follow them, and if it

happens, that they ftray a little to feek for food, the females rejoin them, and take care

to keep them in the midfl of them. This fport fometimes lafts Teveral days, when the

males, more familiarized with them, follow them inftindively. By' degrees they approach

the enclofure ; the beft trained elephant enters firft, and the oi hers follow, ma!e and

female. When they are all in, they drop the Hiding door, and they are thus all fliut

up in the enclofure.

While the males are on the other fide, they take out the females by degrees, but

when they perceive that the number of females diminllhes, they become enraged, beat

thofe that remain, and run round the enclofure to find a phce to get out at. The
door of the pen which leads outwards is openec!, and they (hew a tame r\ile elephant

through the bars of the other. As foon-as the wild elephant perceives him, he enters

the ^lQn to attack him ; but fcarcely has he entered it, when the Jeor is let down, and

he fii.Js himfelf taken, without being able to turn, becaufe thore is only jull room
enough for his body. They then put a noofe round each foo , taking a half turn

round each ftake that correiponds with his legs. 'I'hen the tame elephant retires, the

barred dc^r is open, the wilJ elephant druggies, and makes vaia efforts to ru(h on the

tame one, who (hews his teeth at him. They flacken tlie cords that hold him by th<

feet by degreos, and when all liis body is out of the pen, two large tame elcplrants

come and i-lace themCilves ono on each fide, and they tie ihem all three together.

His new companions take care to yive him fmart blows with their <rnnk, to make him

go on ; and whi-n his pace is too (low, another tame elephant whii ollows him, pricks

him with his teeth behind, which makes him quicken his (leps. Ihey thus take hiin

to the river, from whence, after being well walhcd and refrefhed, they rake him to a

ftable, where they tie his neck and u leg to a (take, which turns on a pivot at top and

bottom. His exertions fatigue and e\h luft him, and by turning round with his Uake,

he becomes ftill and quivt. 'Hk- tame elephants come and take him tied to thcmLlvts

to the river the lame as the (ltd time.
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To thefe ceremonies they add a rigorous abftinence, which, by exhauftlng his ftrength

in a month's lime renders him as docile and tame as the others. They only give

him a fufficienf quantity of food to prevent him adually dying with hunger. This diet

makes him vt y lean, but as foon^as he gets tame, he regains his condition in a (hort

time. All the males that are in the enclofure are ferved in the fame way. Tame
elephants are fo numerous in this kingdom, that they can eafily fipd four or five for

the fervice of each of the new ones. The King, as well* in the city as in the villages,

always maintains about five-hundred. This fport may be looked upon, as the only

amufement of the court and nobles ; it is befides very lucrative to the King, and when
thofe taken nr^ not handfome enough to be prefcrved, they are fold to the Mahome-
tans, who come to buy them, to tranfport them into the empire of the niogtil. This

fport would ceafe to be a pleafure to them, if interefl: did not find its account in it. This

lazy nation never emerges from its natural indolence, except when awakened by the

love of gain. It is true they hunt crocodiles and tigers, but it is generally only after

thofe cruel animals have devoured many men and beafts.

The manner in which the Siamele take thefe animals is very curious. Sitting one
day on the fhore, I faw a number of boats, in which they were fhouting and fplafhing

with their oars, to oblige the crocodile to go near the land, where they were to lame

or Ihoot hun. It is the mofl terrible of all amphibious animals. Its fliape refembles

the lizard, except that along the fpine of the back he has as it were fins of two or

three inches, which are as hard and as folid as the reft of his fkin. This animal, which is

generally eighteen or twenty feet long, has a large jaw, armed with murderous teeth.

'Ihe King of Siam has them taken alive, and keeps them in parks, to fight whh the

tiger and elephant. This is one of the grand diverfions of the court. The combat
between the tiger and the crocodile terminates in the death of both.

Of all quadrupeds, the ftrongefl and largeft after the elephant, is the rhinocero?

who lives in the forefts. His (km is a great objcd of trade. The animal, whofe fenfe

of fmelling is very fine, always gets under the wind ; it is in marlhy places, which he
inhabits by preference., that the hunters lay fnares for him ; he lies down to fleep or

wallow in muddy waters, 'i'hough dangerous when enraged, he is very eafy to furprife.

His fize is nothing extraordinary, he is in f;;eneral the height of a large afs, and would
exaftly refemble it as to the head, if he had not above the nofe a horn about a hand's

breadth in length. When angry he fwells, and appears hideous. His fkin is brown>

and fo hard, that a mufket ball cannot penetrate it. His tongue is briflled with fuch

a rough membrane that he flays whatevsr he licks. He breaks with eafe the hardeft

thorns, and his mouth is fometimes all bloody with them. The hunter aims his ihot

between his ears, becaufe it is the only place the ball can penetrate.

It is an error univerfally received in Europe, that the rhinoceros is the declared

enemy of the elephant. The Siamefe have never remarked this antipathy, and

when in travelling I have been obliged to ftop near fprings of water, which are found

here and there in the woods, 1 have often obferved quite frefh marks of the feet of

elephants and the rhinoceros, and my guides have never fpoken of that natural

averfion, which it is laid divides thefe animals. I could difcover no figns of thofe

bloody combats which always cofts the life of one of the adverfaries. If thefe conflifts

were real, trees would be obferved overthrown, and the earth torn up, as is obfcrvai

in places where elephants have fought agaim't one another : and yet it is in places where

there is water, that ihe two fpecies might eafily meet. The elephants frequent them to

bathe, and the rhinoceros goes there to feck the thorny wood, on which they feed.

The Siamele fometimes rear thefe animals, to make prefents of them to the Emperor
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of China. They are obh'ged to take all thofe caught in the woods to the King's court,

and this coininiflion is very dangerous, unlefs they take the precaution to kill the dam,

who protefts them with fury. She never has but one young one at a time, and it is

not known how many months (he goes, becaufe they have never had the females when
with young in a domeftic (late.

'I'he rhinoceros commonly feeds on the (liarpeft thorns : he never lies down but in

muddy places and in the thitkeft forefts : he turns up the earth like the pigs to (ind

ditltrcnt roots. The Siamefe find his lieih exquifitp, which is not furprifing, as he

feeds on nothing but roots. It is a delicate prefent they make their friends ; and when
it is fmoked, they make it an article of commerce. They arc alfo very careful to prc-

I'erve its blood, and efpecially that of the heart, believing it to be a fovereign remedy
for complaints in the breaft, and diforders incident to women. They dilTolve a little

of the blood in brandy or rice-water, and take a fmall dole every morning : and from
his horn they make cups, which tliey regard as a powerful antidote againil all kinds

of poifon ; and it is in confequence of this belief thac moft of the Kings of India will

only drink out of cups of this fubftance ; and fome horns foil as high as a hundred

crowns. When fplit through the middle, dilfercnt figures are obfervable ; and the

eye, deceived, fancies men, animals, trees, and fruits : in Ihort, every part of its

body is confidered medicinal.

The Siamefe make light (hields of his (kin, which are bullet-proof: they prefer the

(kin which covers the thighs and (houlders, which are more fcaly than the other parts

of the body. The reft of the (kin is not ufelefs ; they dry it in pieces, and when they

would eat it they boil it ; it becomes very tender, and when well done they attribute

to it the quality of purifying the blood. So many ufeful qualities would render the

rhinoceros a valuable animal if he could be as cafily tamed as the elephant ; but art

has yet never fucceeded in conquering his- natural ferocity.

There are fevcral fpecics of tigers in the woods of Siam ; and though India in ge-

neral feenis to be the country of thefe lavage animals, it may be faid that the kingdom
cf Siam is their dwelling in particular ; the fpecies arc there more various. The royal

tigers are the moft dangerous ; they make cruel war with men and horned cattle : their

body is covered with black and yellow ftripes ; they are but three feet high, but very

long : their paws are immenfe, and their claws very large ; they withdraw them or put

them out like the cats : their horrid and fiery countenance betrays their reftlefs and

furious difpofition ; their fparkling eyes difcover them in the night, by being per-

ceivable at a confiderable diftance. They beat the ground with their tail while watch-

ing their prey, and fpring on it as the cat does on a moufe : they fay that if he mifles

his prey in the three fprings he makes, he quits it for ever. His cry is fometimcs (hrill

and fometimes dreadful : he has the cunning to liide himfelf among the bulhes, from
which he feldom milfes the prey he marks.

' The terror of his countenance damps the ftouteft courage. Men hr /e been found,

till then intrepid, who have let their arms fall from their haii 1, and fuffe- themfelves

to be devoured, without thinking of defending themfelves. I'his terror that he in-

fpircs extends to all animals : they lofe their (trcngth and bc(ome motionlefs at his

look, and have not even power to (ly. It is however certain, that if one has the

courage to remain firm, and not to (ly, he himfelf lofes his intrepidity, and feems to

xefpect valour in others, and only to delight in eafy conquefts.

They diftingiiilh another kind, which they call biba : they are the fize of our com-
mon dogs : their (kin is yellow, and fpotted with round blucl^ fpots : he feldom attacks
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men or catrfe, but is very deftruftive to fowls, goats, deer, md young pigs ; for the

old ones do not fear him, and even floutly defend themfelves agalou the ftrongeft

tigers.

During my refidence in this kingdom they told me of a combat between a large tiger

and a ftrong boar, in which they both died of their wounds. There are feveral other

kinds of fmall tigers, not larger than our cats ; they get into the houfes at night, where
they make great havoc among the poultry : when the dogs can lay hold of them,, they

do not fpare thera. 1 faw one entirely fpotted with a deep violet colour : I never faw
lb beautiful a fkin : to feed it, it required a fowl every day, which it loon devoured.

They have alfo a kind of pole-cat which yields nmfk, bat whofe quality is much
inferior to that of the mulk-cat, On our return to Eur^^pe we had one of thefe pole-

cats on board I he veflel, which very much annoyed us by the fmell it emitted : it had a
particular paflage by which it diflilled its mulk, and whenever that part was touched it

uttered doleful cries. At Siam there is alfo, as in all bidia, muik-rats, which get intc

the houfes. Every time they utter a cry they give an exhalation of muflc, which by its

ftrength caufes the head-ach j and if it continues its cries the fmell becomes infup-

portaMe.

The Siamefe breed but few cattle, becaufe their religion forbidding, them to eat

their flefli, the trouble of breeding them becomes burthenfome j neverthelefs, they

have domeftic oxen, but the wild ones, which they call catins, are much flronger

and larger. Their terrible horns, which they ufe dextroufly againfl: tigers, are their

common arms. When the Siamefe kill them in the woods, they fmoke the flefh, be-

caufe it is the only way to preferve it in a country where the exceflive heat fpoils every

thing : but they have no great fale for it ; for the continual perfpiration fo weakens
their ftomachs, that they cannot digeft fo ftrong and grofs a food.

It is not fo with the flefh of the buffalo, which they ufe without experiencing any
inconvenience from it : perhaps the reafon is, the buffalo is a very hot animal ; evea
its milk is heating ; therefore it is to be prefumed its flefh has the fame quality. It is

larger than the ox ; its colour is an afhy black, the muiizle much lengthened, and the

horns flat and very long, which ahuofl- form a femicircle round his head. They ufe

it for labour the fame as oxen ; with this difference, that it cannot beai* the fatigue in

exceflive heats : he then runs into ponds, with which this country is covered ; he re-

mains there whole days, only Ihewing the end of hi lofe above the water, as if he
feared he would be required to work; but in the r;. .^y feafon nothing diflieartens nor

fatigues him. His lowing is fhrill and weak, and nothing anfvvers to the fize of his

body. An Indian child leads flocks of them, and makes them obey him at pleafure;

but when they fee whites they run at them, unlefs their condu(5lors prevent them: red

cloath' ngiiten them and enrage them. Europeans do not like the Hefli of this

animal, although the Indians find it more delicate and more juicy than that of the ox.

In the woods of Siam are alfo bears, but few arc met with on the coafts. They
have no lions ; thefe animals are banifhed from all parts of India, and it appears that

Africa is their favourite foil. Wild boars are alfo very rare ; but wild hogs are ex-

tremely multiplied in the woods. At the rifmg and fetting of the fun they are feen

coming from the woods, and fpreading themfelves in droves over the neighbouring

plains. At tlic head of each drove are always two or three boars, who feemto aft as

guides. It is dangerous to hunt them ; for if you only woimd them, they rufli on.

their enemy with fury, and determine on taking his life. The Siamefe never meet

them without being armed with good lances to defend themfelves from their attacks..

Thefe animals are black, their legs ihort,. the back arched, and their bellies nearly

touch.

< > . I,
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touch the ground. The domcflic hogs arc better to cat, both frelh and fait, than the

hogs ot Europe } the flelh is lighter, and the fat never hardens : it is all melted info

lard, and is ufed inltead of butter, which is very I'carco and dear in this country

:

frelh oil onu or two days old is the only kind they can ufe. The wild hogs only food

on roots, which makes their flofh more delicious. As the Siamcfe feldom hunt thcni,

they have nothing to fear but the tigers.

Stags are very numerous in the woods. The fpecies would be very much multi-

plied if the Siamefe did not make cruel war on them. When we erofs tlie woods of

this kingdom, we remarked that the dung of the tigers was full of the hair of Hags.

They are exaftly like thole of Europe.

All the (hores of the Minan are covered with monkeys of different kinds and fizps :

fome have tails, and others are born without that ornament, '''hefe animals go in

fquadrons, and never lefs than twenty or lifty are feen, wh(" unite for the execution

of their enterprizes. When they fall on a field of fugar-canes or rice, the harvefl is

over in a fingle night: they are not contented to falisfy their voracity, they likewife

deftroy every thing their glutted appetite njefts. They are obliged in harvfll-timc

to have watchmen to frighten them and prevent their approach. They jump from tree

to tree, and the noife they make gives certain informatio- of their arrival. They ge-

nerally keep in thick woods, where they find fruit enough to feed on ; but when
cloyed with their ordinary food, they wifli to regard thcmfelves, they fly to the culti-

•vatcd fields, where they find more delicious fruits. They fometimes form filhing par-

ties : the fea-fide is then feen covered with thefe animals ; fome break the oyflers with

flones ; others catch lobfters, of which they only leave the fcales and ftiells. When
on a march the females carry their young ones under their bellies, who with their

arms enbrace the mother's body, and her loins with their legs. Modern travellers

have confirmed the wonders the ancients have related of the extreme affcdlion of thefe

animals for their young ones : the mothers hold them to their breafts, and never

abandon them, not even when mortally wounded by the hunters. Naturalifts have ob-

fervcd, that they are the only animal fubjeft to tne fame inct)nveniences as women.
There is a fccond kind as ugly as they are mifchievous : their general height is two

feet and a half. A third fort goes fingle, or in pairs; they always hide their face;

the Siamefe look upon them as animals of ill omen. They do not eat their rie(h ; but

the others are confidered by them as delicate food. Another kind of monkey is ob-

ferved which moft rcfembles man ; they call them onke : they arc implacable enemies

to the others. They are either all black or all brown ; the hair of their hands and feet

is white : they always keep in woods of lofty trees ; they fpring from tree to tree with

great agility : their arms in proportion to their bodies are mucTi longer than thofe cf

other animals, and efpecially than thofe of other monkies : when they walk they hold

i)ne arm lifted up in the air. 'I'hcy mufl be taken at the brcaft to make them tann
;

tor \sh(.n once their charafter is formed, their natural ferocity can never be foftened.

1 he hair of their body is very long and thick ; the fingers ami nails of the hand are

exaftly like thofe of men ; their nofe is flat, and the eye entirely black : they lie at

length, and put one arm under their head to ferve them as a pillow; but when thev

are in the trees tluy flic p fitting, their head between their knees, their hands on their

till ir luur ferves them for a covering ; the heavieft rain

; they have only to fhakc themfelves to be dry. 'I'luy

m rearmg thefe kind of monkies, bccaufe, being more mild than the

others, they are not lo indecent. Careful and adive, they never break or deflroy any

thing } lovers of peace and compafliynate, they go and embrace ihofc wlw wciy, anil

their

ftomachs, and the length of

cannot penetrate their (kin

take delight in rearing
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their pity incrcafes as they hear the fighs of the wretched} nor will they quit them' ^

until they have feen their tears dried up.

'I'he woods of Siam prefent phenomena which are not obferved elfewhere. There
are found there flying cats, which much refemble our cats in fize, form of the head,

and by the whifkers. They mew and fpit when angry ; their tail is tolerably long

;

a fine membrane on each fide, which fpreads like a ^il from the fore to the hind leg,

folds under their belly when they walk on the ground, and opens out when they fpring

from one tree to another : it is covered with very fine and ftiort hajr, The Siamefe

ufe them as a damper to their firing inltruments. _ (5;:'h tv-tr* 1; r"u.v •

There are flying lizards in every garden in Siam. The children play with thefe

animals, which are not venomous ; they are cxaQly like thofe feen in France. This
lizard has two round bladders near his fore paws, and a third under the chin, which
is oblong, and which he fills with air when he would go from one tree to another.

It feems that the one under his chin fiipports his head, as the others fupport his body ;

when at rcfl;, thelt bladders retire and hardly are vifible.

The cameleon is a large lizard, about two inches broad and a foot in length. It

ftands higher on its legs than tiie common lizard, and its claws are larger. Every
garden is full of thtm ; nothi-ng can be more hideous than their face. At the leaft

noife he raifes himfelf on his paws, lifts up his head, looks bold and dauntlefs, and
changes colour. At firft he appears all green, then quite red, afterwards all violet

colour, and fometimes all yellow. "When expofed to the rays of the fun his colours

appear more ftriking, and give him a terrible appearance. He feldom bites any one,

though they do not venture to caich him.

The toque is alfo a large Uzard, fix or eight inches in length and one and a half in

breadth ; its back is in fquare compartments, each o" a different colour, as red, green,

yellow, violet : its head is large, and enamelled with white and a dark brown. This

animal, so beautiful to the eye, is very dangerous to touch : they kill it wherever they

find ir. Its claws are fo piercing that it flicks them into glaCs. It walks along boards

with its back downwards, to which it even fallens its eggs, which are flat on one fide,

and as large as the end of the thumb. Its ordure has this fingubr quality, that if any

of it gels into one's food, it entirely takes away the voice, which lafts near a month.

If any of its u»'ine falls on the hand or Ikin of any perfon, it caufes black fpots, which

can never be got out. When it bites it never lets go its hold, and its claws never

come away without taking out the piece. It begins its cry by chirping, which con-

tinues increafing, and afterwards diminiflics in the fame proportion.

Tortoifes are of feveral kinds ; the rareft is about eighteen inches broad and as many

long ; the back is covered with equally-diilributed compartments. They have fix

paws, four of which, longer than the other :wo, almiit fix inches high from the

ground, ferve them to walk on. There are many other tortoifes which are oiiiy met

with at Siam ; they are only about ten inches long and as many broad. Their (ingu*

larity is, that as foon as they hear any noiie, whether of inrai or animal, they draw

themielves in. The tortoifes, like thofe feen in France, are very delicate eating.

The fea-tortoife may be mentioned here, as they afcend the rivers of Si:uii from

thirty to forty leagues, to look for beds of fand to ilepoiit their eggs in. It is for-

bidil'ii to kill them, becaufe they bring the King a great profit, who farms out each

bed o*" land where they are accullomed to lay their eggs as high as forty eggs per

r.mium. The flefli of young turtles, roafted under live coals, while their ihells ai"e

Oiily as yet foft cartilages, is very [^ood eating.

Ilcdgeho^^s art found ill all the woods j alfo porcupines j and an animal the Por-

tuguef(i

i ):
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tuguefe call bicho-vergonhofo : this is more curious than the othert { it is a kind of

porcupine ; only with this difl'ercnce, that, inflead of thorns or darts, it has intpene.

trable fcales, which ferve it for defence againd all other animals. This animal digs

^eep holes with an induftry it would be impoHible to imitate. When furprifed, it be.

comes like a large ball, neither (howing head nor feet, and remains in this (late, to

take all chance from his enemy, till he hears no more noife. It is not lefs delicate

eating than the porcupine, which in this country is looked upon as very wholefome

food ; and it is from this animal they obtain the mod edeemed bezoar, and which is

much dearer than that obtained from the molt valutxl monkey. A great diftinftion

•between thefe bezoars is, that produced by the monkey muft be fcrapcd a little to be

taken as an antidote againfl poifon, while it is fufficient to foak that of the porcupine

in water, to which it foon unparts its bittemcfs, and makes it an excellent antidote.

The porcupine bezoar is fo fubtle, that though you hold it fhut up in your hand, you

perceive its hittemcfs when you put it near your mouth, and that is the bell way to

know if it is good or bad : for the other kind, put a little flacked lime, and dilute it

in your hand, and then rub it with the bezoar : if the lime does not change colour, it

is a ftonc ; but if it turns yellow it is real bezoar.

Filh is fo plentiful in all the rivers of Siam that otters breed very faft on their banks,

becaufc they are fure of always finding plenty of food. They rear them fometimes ii

the houfes ; they go to the river to reed ; they return for lome time ; but at length,

tired of a domeftic life, they prefer a free and wild one, and return no more.

The country produces few horfts, and thofe in the army are brought from Batavia.

The Siamcfe are bad hcrfemcn ; they wifh to be as much at eafe on a fadJIe as if they

were fitting or lying down. An officer never gets on horfeback but what he has two
flaves by his fide, to fupport him and prevent his falling ; therefore they prefer ele-

phants to horfes, becaufe on them they find the fame cafe as in their chambers : bc-

fides, horfes cannot be of much ufe in a country fo interfeded with rivers and under

water fix months in the year. The difficulty of feeding them, as well as oxen, makes
their fervice bought at too dear a rate, where neither hay nor oats is produced. The
King always keeps a few, which are treated with much attention j and thofe which are

white fhare the honours bellowed upon elephants of that colour

CHAP. XL— 5*><//.

THE kingdom of Siam poffefles many birds, from which the inhabitants derive

great advantages, whether as food or in trading for their feathers with the Dutch and

Chinefe, who come for them to take to Japan ; or as thofe which arc carnivorous

cleanfe the country from carcafes whofe putrefa£lion mlglit infecl the air.

The moft beautiful bird of this country is called caipha, which means the fowl of

heaven : it is very large, and about the fize of a turkey, but is much finer (haped : it

has red legs ; all the feathers of the back and the upper part of the wings of a velvet

black : the under part of the belly is purple mingled with blue and yellow : its tail,

enamelled with various colours, is fet up like that of the cock : its long neck is covered

with feathers of a glofly black ; its eyes are red, and it has a tuft on its head of the

iamc colour.

As the caipha Is rare, fo is the peacock common : its plumage is of the greateft

beauty, and its flefli of an exquifite flavour. Thus the Siamefe have a double advan-

tage in buuung it, but it is diiBcuit to take tltcm, efpcciaily when it is only wounded

:

H ..:,*
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H rung f(^ fwjft It is ImpofTiblo to follow it ; and though it /hould have a log broken,

it flii s far iuul goes ;uul ilios in th<.' woods.

What thfy call iiocricnc.is a very lari;;' bird, mucli Kirjiror than a turkoy-cnck, with

red foot, ami a filwr-grcy pluniago : it Las a long and flondcr nock : lis head, whicl; is

vry fniall, Ls crowir.d witli a rod' tuft. This bird bocutuos tame: all tho great people

keep thotii, and chii fly the Mahometans uho rofide in the city of Siam.

Parrots are very numerous : thoy have non;> which are entirely rod, nor of the

largod fizo ; the one has a red beak and the other a black one : the black fooneft

learn to talk. The plumage of both is always very fine. They arc fomeiimes fcen in

flocks, which when lliey light make grert havock.

Small parroquets, the fi/e of one's thumb, are in the grcatofl numbers. They
appear in the an- in flocks like thick cloiuls: their back and upper part of the wings

is green, or yellow inclining to green ; the biak and claws red; the bread purple

;

the eyi^ piercing ; under the wings and the belly of ditfcront olours : this variety is

beautiful. The apple of their eye has a white circle, imothcr red, and a third green

or yellow: they have two fmall foathci;^ which correfpond above their eyes, and which
make them appear as if painted. When they flocp, they hang to a fmall branch by
the feet, with the head downwards, which they take care to raife ujxjn their breaft.

They cannot be taught to talk : w hen old thoy become iiuite white : they are naturally

gentle and tame, anil hicomc uf"d to the cage even whcu full grown. To catch them
tlie children put one of thefe fmall parrots uito a cage, with fome boiled rice, which
they arc very fond of; above the cage they place a ftick a foot long, which they rub

with glue ; they elevate this cage about tlu/ty-fivc feet from the ground. The little

prifonor being thus in the air, eats, hops, and looks about him ; and as foon as he fee*

any flocks or his fpocies, he never flops cryinjj till he draws fome from the flock

to him : the cage being round, they alight on tlie glued flick at top ; thofe who flick

there hiuig with the head downwarJs ; the cage is then lowered to take them : thoy

clean thoir. claws wiili a little oil : fcarcely are they put hito a cage before they begin

to eat : they neither appear wild nor frightened like other birds when they firfl find

thomfolvos prifbners : they are called Surat parrots. They are very fond of a liquor

drawn from palm trees, and of which brandy is made ; it makes them drunk, and then

they are eafily taken. The children fonictimos take them in fuch quantiiies that they

fell them to flrangors, who take them on board of fliip, for a halfpenny a-piece. The
cry and chirrup of this bird correfpond with its fize ; their llofli is much elleenied, but

chiefly the wild ones, who oidy food on the mofl: delicate fruits.

In the province o{ TennalTcriiii is fometimcs found the bird called bird of paradife,

becaufe it has no legs. It is generally believed that it lives in the air, and is flying as

long as it exiRs. 'ILis opinion is founded on none ever being found on the earth but

fuch as are dead, and that no ven.ige of feet is any where to be obfervcd. They are

found but leKlf>m in the kingdom of Slam ; they are .riore common in theifland of

Java. The Dutch dry them and preferve them as curiofuies. Its plumage is of a

beautiful golden yellow, without any mixture of colours ; it is the fize of a quail.

Red pigeons are very common in the woods : their feathers are of almofl all the

colours mingled : it is a very beaojfal bird, but very difficult to rear when you cannot

give it the fruits it is accufi^omod to in thp woods : its bill and claws arc quite red, which

may happen from the fruit it feeds on. It is remarked that parrots lofe the brightnefs

of that fine red which is natural to thorn when they do not get a certain fruit which

grows in the woods, and which all birds are very eager after. The wings and body
VOL, jx, 4 1. of
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of thcff pigeons, though red, are mingled with fomc green, yellow, white, and blue

feathors.

'I'he furtlt'-dovcs arc very larj^o, and of a beautiful deep groen and red : they dif.

play many otlvr colours which appear chan-'inp. '^hero arc levcral kinds : the green

turtle-dove coos like that of F.urope ; hut that thc-y call firt-tlovo, becaufc its colour

aijproaches titc rod partridge, h;us a ccK>ing peculiar to itfi.'lf : it htgins by crying

coocoo fevcn or eight times, railing tlu- voice a pitch each time, and the lound is rather

pleaflng ; it afterwards coos like tlio common turtle : they aro reared in cages on pur-

pofe to hear this ftiigular cooing.

Red fparrows are very conunoH in tliis kingdom : there iire few climates where the

fpecics is more rr 'tipliid. 'I'hefc birds can'y deflrudion to the fields : the Siamcfe,

to prevent thi-ir ravage., maJic (i;;ures of llraw which they cover with rags : th^y have

alfo little windmills which they place in the tre.-s, and with the leall breath of air they

make a noife wliirf^ frightens away ihcle d.'Ibudivc birds.

'I'he bird that the Siamcfe call king of the camcrons, that is to fay, of rraw-fdh, is

fo called boraufc ho every day frequents the Ihores of the fea and rivers, where he feeds

on that Ihell-nni. The plumage of this bird in beauty yields to none : it is a mixture

of feathers ff all forts of colours, in which the green predominates. It is remarkable,

;hat among ail the birds which polTefs fuch beautiful plumage, nature has not endowed
any one with its fliare of an agreeable finging voice. The Siamefe flrip thefe birds by
taking off the fkin with all the feathers ; they dry it and flick it on paper, which they

fell for the Japan trade.

It may be faid that the fly-bird is a chef-d'oeuvre of nature ; none is more lively nor

has more variegated colours, although it is the fmalled in its fpecies among the

birds : it is not larger than the end of one's little finger ; its feathers are an afTemblage

of every colour ; its bill is not larger tlian a needle, and is as long as all the reft of

its body. It only lives on the dew which every morning adorns the flowers : it doeS

not open its bill to lip it, but under it is a fmall hole, almoft imperceptible, through

which it thrufts its tongue, which is not thicker than a thread. It is by this mechanilm
that it collects the dew on which it feeds. Its voice is fo fmall it can fcarcely be

heard. The children, who often catch them, tie them by a thread and play with

them ; but they cannot prefcrve them long, on account of the ditficulty of feeding

them. There are two or three other fpecies of this bird which are twice as large

:

their hill refembles that of the fparrow: they call one of thefc fpecies leaden bill, be-

caufe the beak is the colour of that metal. All thefc kinds are very beautiful : thofc

who admire thefe thing.5 dry them to prefervc them.

Wc muft not here forget a kinti oi fmall fowl not larger than a pigeon : the Siamcfe

call them anas : they are quite w hite. It i.s not very uncommon to have them hatched

cock and hen at t!i-- fame time, and the attributes of both are common to them. No-

thing can be pretti-r than thefc little cocks, whole wings trail the ground, ami iheir

tail, full of large white feathers, very much elevated above their head. They a! I have

the fame inftinct as other cocks, and are not lefs pundual in crowing at day-break.

The marfhes and woods of Siam are full of ilucks, geefe, and teal, like thofe of

Furopc : it is nothing extraordinary for a fportfman to take forty of th.'m in a day.

'Ihere are alfo excellent fnipesand quail, railicr lei's than thofc of Europe.

Every body rears fowls, but the natives Icldoin eat them, through a principle of

religion, which makes them prefer fifh. Thry reckon four kinds. Common fowls like

ours: the flelh vid bones of the fowls arc tjuitc black. Frizzled fowls have their

feathers
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feathers the wronff way, and inftcad of lying tlown ulong their body they ftick up in

tlie air, which gives ihoin a llrange appcaraiice. 'I hfrc is u fciurtli kind, which is

hatched ai'.d lives in the woods; thry are wild, and aro only to be got by (hooting

them; their claws an<l bill arc very black, ami ihdr fpiirs thin, hard, and as long as

a needle. Ttiey are better eating than thufu \\hii:lt are fed, which duubtiel's is owing

to the dirtercnce of their food.

The ducks t!i<.'y call Manilla ducks orginally come trom Peru, from whence they

were taken to tli .• illand of Lucon, in which is Manilla. 'I'hey are fo plentiful that

they are bought very clieap. They are much larger than common ducks ; their flight

is rapid : above the bill is a piece of red Helh, which lianas like that on turkeys, of

which they have not been able to prcfervc the i'pecies at Siain, on account of the inun-

dations and heavy ranis.

The Siamefe have a bird they call voul.ui, which is as big .is a large turkey : it is

wild, and its head is without Irathers, which has procured it tlia: name, which iignifics

bald head. This bird, winch u good to eat, has much the refcmblance of a turkey

hen, and its fle(h has nearly the lame llavour. The fportfmcn do not willingly feok

it, becaufe it is only met with at a dillance from inhabucd places, and as the Sianicfc

are enemies to fatigue, they are afraid to undertake it.

We mud not forget the fmall bird called tire-tire ; it is too kind to travellers not to

claim their notice. It has nothing remarkable in its plumage : its common crv is tire-

tire, which has procured it its name. It lies on the ground with its I'gs upwarus : this

attitude has caufed the Siamefe to fay, that it is fearful the iky will fall on ii. When
it fees any one on the road or in the woods in danger from wild beafts, it fcreams with

all its ftrength, aad flutters round him ; it afterwards goes and rcpeaus the fame c i $

over the place where the animal lies in ambufcade : this officious care puts t^ie traveiier

on his guard. If its attention makes it efteemed by travellers, it excites t' r . tred of

the tportfman, becaufe its benevolent voice warns thofeof its kini of his pi ^encj.

The bird the Siamefe call double-bill has very long wings, with which he makes a

flapping noife in the air. He is thus named becaufe he adually appears to have two
bills : above the firfl; he has as it were a fecond horn bill, but which is not flit. This

bird always goes in pairs. Ahey form their nells in large holes in old trees, which

they eaiily find in thole immenfe forefts. When the female fits on her egps flie cannot

leave her nell ; and the male, the better to confine her to it, ftiuts her up in this hole,

the mouth of which he Itops up with clay, only leaving a fmall hole to feed her

through. The Siamefe fay, that every time he brings her food he jcaloufly examines

the clay ; and if he fees any other traces than his own, he opens the hc'le and kills the

female. They fupei-ftitioufly refufe to keep the head of this bird in their houfos, be-

faufe they believe that it would create difcord between them and their wives : this bird

is good eating.

Siam feeins to be the country of crows, and the air is '''jijetimes darkened with

them : nevcrthelefii, as this kingdom has many uninhabited places, and is covered

with immenfe forefis, they do not every whero find proper food; tt> obtain which

th'.-y frtquciu inhabited place:, where they f'-eiu to .uffy th<; attack of man. 'i'hey

even enter the houfes, from which they take ev.;ry thing that fuits them ; more efpe-

fially in the kitchens, where thcv make ihoir belt booty, and they carry otT every eat--

able they can find. All tho inteftin"s of animals which i>rc thrown away they ahb

devour, by which they render tlu! inhabitants a fervice, us thoy free them from every

thing that might infect the air.

4 1. a The
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The crow will appear dainty and abftemious if compared with the vulture. This

bird is as large as a turkey, which it fo much refembles that the Siamefe themlelves can

hardly diftinguUh them. Though the flefh of it is not bad they defpift? it, becaufe th6

vulture feeds oa dead bodies. Devotees, when dying, requeft that their bodies may be

abandoned to thefo voracious birds. The talapoins cut them in pieces and throw them

to the vultures which furround them, and which, by being accuftomed to feed on the

flerti, become more partial to it than to that of other animals. As the crow poflTeiros

the fenfe of fnielling in a iliier degree than the vulture, he precedes them a day to tear

the carcafes : thcfc in their turn feize all the putrid food they find, and by their vora.^

city ftifle the germ of corruption. This bird, though heavy, rifes very high, and

fkims in mid air. It is true that when on the ground he docs not rife at once from the

fpot where he rofled ; he begins by running twelve or fifteen paces to give his body

motion ; he then takes his fpring, and flics like other birds.

In each flock of vultures is generally obferved a bird of another fpecics much larger

:

its legs are thick, and about a foot and a half in length ; its body is twice as large as

the vulture's ; its beak is very thick and crooked at the end, and eight or ten inches

long : it is more voracious than the vulture : its afpeft is gloomy and hideous. The
Siamefe fay it even devours the bones : it carries oft' carcafes, and clears the places

where they have burnt dead bodies, efpecially thofe of the poor, which are always in

greater number and not fo much burnt.

The filence of the night is inceflantly interrupted by the cries of large and fmall owls

and fcreech owls, which, attracted by the fmell ot the carcafes, go in the night to

devour what the birds left in the day. Thoy afterwards retire into the roofs of large

buildings : the temples of the idols are full of them ; thpre nothing dilturbs that filence

they delight in all the day, becaufe the temples are only frequented during the night

while they are feeking their food; and that is aUo the time when they celebrate their

myfteries and religious ceremonies. The Siamefe, as fuperftitious as the common
people are in Europe, believe that when one of thefe birds perches on the roof of a

iioui'e death threatens feme one in it ; when an owl fcreams in flying over a houfe

they believe thenifelves in danger of fome fuddcn misfortune. They have rdfo another

fuperflition concerning the folitary bird, fo called becaufe it always goes alone : it is

jather larger than a fparrow and of the fame folour : when it perches before a houfe

and utters its little note, they examine if it came from the north or fouth, to judge if

the news they expect will be good or bad. ' < '• " ,'i * •
'

' ' '' •"

iiefidcs thefe night-birus there are otheils who cry in the night, efpecially in the

forcfl-.s : for bcfidcs the tire-tire, which cries day and night, there are two other kinds
;

one whofe cry rcfcmblcs a blackfmith beating iron on ;m anvil, for which- reafon they

call it the blackfinit!] ; and another kind which imitates a carjxuiter when cutting

timber, and they call it wood-borer.

It is faid that formerly they had no nightingales in their country, although they are

nijw nuineriius at Margui : chey think they have been brought by European veflcls. Of
all the birds of Siain there is none but iht nightingale which hits a pleafmg voice; ap-

parently the heat i« injurious to the organ of the voice.

More bats, and of dift'erent kinds, ivi'e found in this kingdom than perhaps in any

part r)t the world, i'heir place of refuge is near the temples and the convents of tiie

t;d;.poins. There are largi- trees covered all day with fuch an immenfo ([jantity of

thejn that they appear black : mafles of bats, clinging to one another, hang Irom the

branches : thofe who do not know what it is take them for the large fruits of thofe

iz irets.
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trees. If afty one (Hould thVow ftones, or fire «. gun into the trees, they would foon

have the Talapohis about their ears, who would ufo them very roughly ; for with them
k is a crime which merits inftant punilhment, to difturb the repofe of animals, who
have taken (helter near places coniecrated to divine worlhip. One kind is as large as

a partridge ; in the night-time they eat the fruit in the gardens, cfpecially mangoes
and cuavas. Some Siamefe eat tnem, and they may be good, as they eat nothing

but truit, but their hideous countenance is difgufting. The greatelt advantage they

derive from them is the faltpetre they obtain from their dung, which they are

careful to coUeft among the rocks, and in the temples, which are always full of it.

The diver is fomething like a fowl. It flies from forty to fifty feet above the fea.

Its fight is fo keen, that it fees the fifli as they fwim beneath, and inftantly dives with

fuch rapidity, that one would imagine it was a heavy ftone which fell in. It feizes tlvc

fifli, and carries it on flioro to cat it.

The kite does not poflefs the fame faculty as the diver, although he alfo goes a
fifliing. His method is to dart upon the filh he fees on the furface of the water, and

as he flies to feize it in his claws, which are very long and of :?reat ftrength.

The pelican is a much larger bird. Its plumage is white ; under its bill, which iS

eighteen inches long, it has a kind of large bjig, in which it puts the fifli it catches.

its body is very large, and its wings may be about feven or eight feet long. It lives

entirely on fi(h, which it takes with its bill, but it docs not plunge into the water

Mke the diver. It fiflies on the (hore, where it cn'ches a number of fmall fifli, with

which it fills its pouch, which contains enough tu Keep it the whole day.

CHAP. XII.— Reptiles and Infv^ls,. >v>.f5 ,^hrnm& •.I'.a? uuU

The ferpent is the largeft rep'".le of thefe foreft's : fome are monftrous. They may
be judged by the fize of thole which penetrate into the houfes. Its bite is not more
dniigerous than that of a dog..

They call fnake-ftones, thofe which cure the vcnemous bitcs' of fnakes : they arfc

black, round and flat, and thicker in the middle than at the fides. This fl:one is

applied to the bite : if the wound is oval it fticks to it immediately, and does not faH

ofl-', till it has extrudted all the venom : as foon as it detaches itfelf it fliould be put into

milk, which draws all the poifon from it, otherwiib it breaks and becomes ufelefs.

The milk into which it is put turns blue and green, ;i proofof the venom it has cxtraded.

It may happen that it leaves the alfeded part from being faturatcd with the poifon :

in that cafe after having made it difgorge, it is put on again, to try if it (licks a fecond

time, and this is continued till a perfect cure takes place. Thele Itones are fprcad

all over India ; but one is olton deceived, bocaufe counterfeit ones are made, which

is found out on ufing them. This ftone is highly valuable in a country where fnakes are

fo common, that they are fouiul fomctimes upon and under the beds.

Of all the fnakes t)f India, the moft dangerous and at the fame time the moft com-

mon, i.> the hoodeil fnake, fo called by the Portuguefe bccaufe it has a kind of cowl,

which it opens when ciuMged. This Inake is i\) common in the courts and gardens,

that it is dangerous to walk in them in the dark. To avoid them, they carry canes at

ni"lit, to the end of which arc (aliened linall pieces of iron, Itrung on a wire, which as

ohen ;us the cane tiMithes the ground makes a noife, and frightens away any ftiakes

that may be near. There is none has a more horrid afped\, particularly when irritated :

they then creel this cowl above their head, which may be about four inches high, and

, . „ , covers
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covers two ears of the fame fizc, and hifs (haking their heads. When they arc not

confined, ^hey fly at the objects th<it irritate them. Dogs attack them, and always

run round them. The fnake, which has its Iiead elevated two or three feet from the

ground, according to its Jength, cannot turn fo nimbly ; it howover tries always to

face its enemy, till the dog finds an opportunity to feizc it by the middle of the body
;

he fliakes it with all his urength, not to allow it time to bite him, and then throws

it away from him. If he fees the fnake p;et up again lie begins the fame method, till

he has J>roken the fpine of its back. When the fnake can no longer get up, he then

eafily approaches it, and takes it, and fhakes it till it ceafes to move. This is the nioft

venomous fnake of them all. Its bite is mortal if an immediate remedy is not applied.

Its poiibn feems to coagulate the Wood ; to prevent its effods, a good dofe of orvietan

and treacle muft be immediately taken : a little is put on the wound, after the bad
humour has been taken away.

A fingularity in the Siamefe, is, that though they fear thefe dangerous reptiles as

much as any body elfe, they not only dare not hurt them, but as they are glad for

them to take up their abode under their houfes, as a fign of good luck, they think if

they were to kill them, the ruin of their profpcrity would cnl'ue ; and when they fee

that the Chriftians do not fpare them, they fay, " it is afloniihini^ misfortune does not

fall on thefe Chriftians." Though the Siamefe do not deftroy thefe animals, as it is

feldom their bite is attended with death, they accuftom themfelves to walk among the

^rafs with as much unconcern, as we walk the ftreets, where a tile may fometimes fall

on our heads and wound us. They add, that they take the precaution not to ftir, if

when they are lying down, they feel a fnake crawl over them, and that then it never

hurts them. I know not if I fliould have that rcfolution, but it has never been known
that thefe animals have hurt any one while afleep.

The forefts of Siam, are filled with vipers and leeches, more efpccially in rainy

feafons. Travellers who ftop, are immediately covered with fmall leeches, which arc

feldom larger than needles ; but very large ones are found by the fide of brooks, which.

the Siamefe ufe to draw the blood from any part of the body in which they may feel

pain : for they do not know how to bleed like the Kuropeans. There are alfo fea-

leech«s, which the Chinefc who live in the kingdom of Siam trade in '''hey get them
on the Ihoresof the iilands. Thefe leeches are an inch broad, an<! u^^^ iongeft about

four inches. They fplit them and dry them : they relilh them, though to us they

feemed like a piece of boiled leather j they however fell th'j'.n, and carry great quauti.

ties 'o China.

(lemipedcs are fo common In this countjy, that ihcy abound every where. The
thinned appear the molt dangerous ; they are not thicker than a thread, and two or

tbrt'c inches long ; wherever they touch ihe (kin they burn it. At night they focm

ull on tire. In the h.oufes, and among old ruins, they find \'ovnv as thick as the fim^er,

and ihrt-e or four inches long, which have two little pincers on their heiuls, fimilai

to thofe of the lobfler, with which they wound, and caufe an cxquifite pain, without

being dangerous. The Siamefe ; ,nk them a treat when roallcd.

Scorpions are c»]ually as numerous. Some are white, and ,are found in houfes

;

their fling Is not incuniblc, though it is very bad : the others are black, and are found

among the rubbifli of ihc gardens and courts : the fling of thefe is mortal. The white

in general are not larger than the thumb, but the black ones are as brge as the fund,

and have two pi!i':crs as flrong as thole of a lobffer. The fight of this animal infpires

a certain honor. A cnptain of a Madras velVcl told the French miflioners that he

bad found a fcorpion in the huld of his fhip, which it had turned quite blue, and that

6 atttr
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Hfter they had killed it they ftretched it out ; it was at lead eighteen inches wide and
the knots, with which its tail was fumifhed, were like buttons. The fting of fuch

an animal would be nearly inftant death. The common cure for it is the od of fcor-

pions, in which they drown thefe infeds } for which reafon the natives put all they

catch into a jar of oil.

It is not furprifing that fo hot a country as Siam fliould produce numbers of cater-

pillars. One kind is very dangerous : they are black, fhort, and very much briftled

with fine hair, which carries a very fubtile poifon ; fo that if one of thefe hairs touches

the (kin, it flicks to it, and immediately caufes a violent itching, which brings on an
ulcer. The remedy is immediately to ruh the part that itches with wax to draw the

hair, for fhould it remain, it would caufe terrible fores : thefe caterpillars are more
dangerous for the hands and body, than for the feet ; as the Siamefe wear no fhoes,

.

the foles of their feet are fo hard, that common thorns cannot penetrate them.

Gnats and other flies are very troublefome in this country, in the evening, till towards •

ten o'clock at nightj and the elephant-flies, which they call, Jling-quicky are infupport-

able during the day, for as foon as they alight, they fting fmartly, €ven through the

cloaths. The Siamefe call them elephant-flies, becaufe they follow that ; animal, and
they fcarcely find any where he is not. Thefe large black flies have a fVronger fting

than the bee : otherwife they derive much profit from them, on account of the gluteft

with which they iafeft the honey ; nobody ufes the latter, becaufe it is too bitter.

In this kingdom black and white ants, are of fo many fpecies, and fo numerous-

that fometimes ihey do much injury : the white ones particularly devour every thing,

ftuffs, books, &c., even wood and houfes. The red and fmall black ones bite very

hard, and leave blifters on the (kin : it is difficult to efcape them on the roads, as weU
as gnats, flies, and mufquitos, but they make a fmoke under the houfe, and the heat

drives them away : they alfo take away all lights, becaufe they attraft them. Whea
the feafon is very dry, and there is a north wmd, there are fcarcely any.

Nothing can afford a finer fight in the night-time, than to fee a tree entirely covered

with fire iTies : it feems decked with bright fparks, which expire and rekindle almoft

at the fame inflant. Thefe flies are not hurtful. It is eafily perceptible that they give

this light, when they fwcll a little, and inhale the air.

The glow-worm has a different quality : its brightnefs, which does not ceafj, is all

in the head, it is very fmall, and is not venomous.

'iluTo are feveral kinds of butterflies. At certain times of the year the ants acquire

wings, and fiy in fuch numbers that they oblige one to quit the place where they alight

towards the evening : fortunately this inconvenience does not laft moi"e than two or

three hours, after which they jjerifli, fo that the ground is often covered with them.

The bats feed on tht;ni. When thefe clouds come, one is oblij^^cd to put out all the liphfs

;

if not they would fill the houle. If one is at fupper, they cover and fpoil all the vidiial;?,
,

which cannot be touched afterwards. This irruption only happer.s once or twice in the

year. Biitlcr-fliijs of various brilliant colours are feen at alinofl all times, except during

tUt.' r.'"' ; fbtiic ha^e the centre of their wings as tranfparent as glafs, and the reft, of

dil) I colours, reprelent peacocks' feathers.

'llic iiDilc the crickets make in the woods is furprifing : in the ftillncfs of the night

they are hoard on board the veiTels, though anchored a quarter of a league from land,

and this nuifeis f'unietimcs as tuneful as mufic.

The golden May-fly is the moft beautiful infeft. It refembles in form thofe of

Kurope ; but its wings appear enamelled with green and gold ; the head has the fame

tints, or is red and dull ggld. They ai'c found, very large, ia trees they call ervil,

the
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the wood of which is foft ; it keeps in among its roots : their eggs are not krgrt tlwn ft

fmall grain of ftiot. '

There is a very fingular animal, whidi may bo ranked with the preceding fpecles,

bred in the dung of elephants. It is entirely black, its wings are Jlrcmg, and its head
extremely curious : it is furniflicd on the top with lovcral points, in the form of a

trunk, and a fmall horn in the middle : it has four large feet, which rfiife it more than

an inch from the ground : its back fwms to be one very hard enMrc fhell. It flies to

the very top of the cocoa-trees, of which it eats the heart, and often kills them, if a

remedy is not applied. Children play with tliem, and make tlieni fight. I have alf*

obferved that champignons rather larger tluui ours grow in elephants' dung^
1^ ,,.t -.."•. ,M>' ,1-. > ;

' '

. . ,,,(;: <i , ,1,1 1 , ; ,..
[

CHAP. Xni.— Sea and River I /jh. . .:
• ...

Tlvery body in Siam is allowed to hunt arl fiHi, without paying any tax, but a

king's officer, called TNprataenum. governor ot the waters, prevents them from filhing

in a manner that would deftroy too many fifli at a time.

The rivers an.l feacoafts of this kingdom abound more with fifh than elfewhere :

the reafon doubtiefs is, becaufe the rivers for fix months in the year overflow the

fown grounds, and then the fifli find plenty of fooil : they become larger by it, and do
not prey en one another. But before we mention their kinds, it may be proper to

defcribethe method offifhing at Siam.

The carting net, which they call tarafa, is the moft generally ufcd. They ferre f-)m>2

to amufe them in fi(l«ng, and others to gain their livelihood by this trade. They have
alfo feins, and ufe them a;) we do in Europe. They put Hakes at the entrance of final!

arms of rivers, and when it is hit:;h water, they Ihut up the bottom of the river with
hurdles, w/'iich the ftakes eonfinw, where the fifli aflemblo iu fucii quantities, that the"
may be taken with the hand.

I'hofe who cannot procure a net fifli with a line, or elfe they go with balkots along
tho rivers, whicii they put in the water from time to time, and take out the fifh they
find in them by an opening made on the top. Some filli witli a bait., which they
put in fifli pots fiilened to fiakes. In fea fifliing they harpcxju tlie large fifh ; but to

take common ones on tiie banks of fand, at the entrance of largt? rivers, where there

are many dreams, they drive ftakes in the water near to each other, and make two
hurdles, one end of which is not more than fifteen feet vid?, and the other more than
three or four hundred ftfet, which forms an imraenfe narrow cui-de-f~ac : they put
in this, hurdles which they raife up when the tide riles, and let do^vn befoj-e it falls.

The filh which is carried by the ebbing of the tide, is flopped againll this hurdle,

which they raife like a trap ; they then let it fall into their boat whicli is along-fide

The head-fifli is the mofl plentiful ; it is carried in the furrounding countries, when
fkited or dr'ed. The Dutch fend for it from Batavia to the ifland of Java ; it ferves

the'r! -iv a kind of hain. Its form is nearly like that of a whiting, but much larger.

Tht. ' ' ck is the bell flavoured, and drclfes better than the white, whofe flefli is very
bcau!i;ul : in certain feafbns, however, there are black fputs in it, which are wry
difagreeable. The Siamefe f ly, that it is during the time thefe u(h eat coal that ;hdr
flefli fpoils, during which thjy cat them as Uttle as pofiibie. To fait it, thev fplit it

down the back, and give it two flaihes on each fide, without I'eparating the pieces

towards the head and tail. '1 hey then lay it out to dry, after having fprinkled it with

iklt. When it is a little dried, it can be kept, and carried to fca.

A fifli
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A fifh called falite Is nor larger than the hand, and is* fo plentiful in rivers, that they

arc very cheap eating ; there are more of them eaten fait than frefh : it fomewhat re-

feitibles a plaice.

The faliman is a fifli of the fize and (hape of a herring ; towards the tail it has a

dart, with which it often wounds the filhernjon, but without any danger ; they ire

quit for a day or two's pain. It is very good and plentiful in the rivers and ponds.

They have many fprats : the fca ones are fimilar to thofe of Europe : the frefli

water fprat is alnioft as large as the hand, flat and very thick ; they are excellent eating,

and their own fat fries them. To take them, they ufe a cafting-net made of white wire,

which they are careful to keep very clean ; for if it was not, they Ipelieve they fhould

not catch any.

It is \mneceiTary to mention eel:?, mufclts, lobfters, and other fifli known in

F.uropp. The Siamefe feldom eat them, becaufe they are found iu dead bodies brought

down by the river.

So wet a country naturally breeds plenty of toads, frogs, &c. ; they arc of the fame
form with ours : the Siamefe oidy eat the frogs ; the toads are not venomous.

The fea fifh are, as every where elfe, better than thofe of the rivers ; but it is almoft

impoflible, on account of the heat, to have them frelh at the city of Siam, which is

nearly forty leagues from the fea: they generally there eat the ray, becaufe it comes

lip before the city. They take them curioufly : they throw a large rope imo the

middle of the water, furnilhed with a number of bits of packthread of ditferent

colours, each of which has a hook ; tlie rope is llretched and fecured by an anchor

at each end, being fupported by fmall pieces of wood faftened at certain diftances, fo

that it can only fnik two fict deep ; they bait the hooks ; the filh are caught every

n^-oment, and when they take out the rope, there are a great quantity. They catch

them alfo with the line. They are generally about four feet long : their taM, which

is fit to make whips, is nearly as long. The large rays are not very good eating, par-

ticularly when frefli, but its liver is delicious.

The large kind is the leaft dangerous ; it has not any dart on its tail, while the fmall

fort has, in the middle of his, a thorn four or five fingers long, as white as ivory, very

iharp, and armed on both fides with teeth. When they put it in the boat, it ftrikes

with iis tail, and leaves its dart in the wound. When boiled they are very delicate.

Thofe called fire rays are very fmall ; they blifter whatever part of the body they

touch, and they pain as much as a burn. All the fifhermen fay, that when you touch

them with a rod, let it be ever fo long, you feel a fliaking in the hand that obliges you

to let ii go.

The fword-fidi is alfo very common in thefe feas, and they are often found among
the illands : it refembles the dog-filh, and its Helh has the fame tail; From the end

of its head projefts a bony fubltance nearly as large as its body : thei . are teeth on both

fides in form of a fav. j the extremity of it is very fliarp, and fcems to run from the

head.

The lamentor is feldom found in thefe feas, becaufe few of the fliores afford it grafs,

where it loves to retire, and where it brings forth its young. The Siamefe call ii the

fhe-fifli, becaufe it has breads, and parts lik^ ihofe of a woman. It fuckles its young

one : its ''oice is plaintive, fiom wlience doubtlefs its name A lamentor. Its h J

more refembles that of a faw than any other. It is apparently this fifh which gave i.:'.-

tiythe ancient fables of fyreiis.

Sharks and porpoifes fwarm, but they are feldom caught, becaufe they are net

good to eat, confequently nobody buys them : they fomctimes take rheir oil to burn,
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or to prepare pitch which they ihip ; thoug'*, they ufe but little of it, as they have

better oil.

The f»(h they call pampre *
? very good ; th- white and the black are the beft kinds

;

they can only be diftinguiflicd by the colour of their (kin, for in other refpeOis they

are all alike : the larged are about a foot long, and thick in proportion.

The fta-hcn is alfc very oxcelient eating : it has mo refo^iblance to the common fo»vl.

This fifli, although fiat 'ike the jampre, na,^' n large bunc, which makes its b>ick much
thicker, and on ith body are very bright reo ind blue colours.

The fer am) naire are very good filh : whc » the Siamefe take a good iti'mj of tJviin

they open and fait thmii, or dry th< in on llnnes : they have nearly the faaie ta.;ti as

fait fifli. and their flofh is likewife flaky.

The fifli the Siamefe call begc.ude is feldfm larger .han the tlmmb, iuid feven or

eight inches long : its flclh refemblcs the whitii,-;. but has more flavo : .

The nectlh h a fifh rather inferior in lafle : >'.., long ana tharp head r^btaiaed it its

name. Sue! r.v the raoll common fifli four. 1 in ihis kiisgctoin, and which are any

wav remark ;ibie.

•i.i'r y-'^

CHAP. \lV.^S/jc!i FiJJj.

THIS country is not wc inj in (licil fifli. Iho Tea mufcles, wl.ich are ext Jlont»

are very plentiful. Oyfters j;v ver • rommcr,, but the Siamefe do not eat them; they

do not even lak? iht: frcubls vc gati"e»- tliciii cif the rocks ; thofe who wifli for any
go and get thern thopikU'es, fir ., hicij r; a'bn Ttnuigers do not often eat them: they

are of thr "' ditfereiM kiriJs. }Kr^:h are found in oyfters like thofe of Europe, and
they get mot;:*r-or-p<'arl frojn them: whole ftiells make it. The Siamefe clean the

top of the oyfter with vinegar or lime juict;, and afterwards faw the Hiell to make
''iiTerent articles cT it. At the feminaiy of St. Jofeph they had made ;i very beautiful

crucifix, in which t!;/ head and body of Chrift were of mother-of-pearl in one piece

;

the '
:rs and urms wen' of pieces joined together. Formerly the great Di'ople had a

quB.K! y of Hifle boxes, writing ilnnds, and canes covered with this mother-of-pearl,

repref nting drawings of flowers and leaves.

7'he 1 oisiefe and Siamefe ufe a very diOorent kind of oyfler : the fhells are not

thicker th't paper; they are tranfparent, and have fcarcely any cavity within: the

oyflers, whith are as large as the pahu of tht; hand, are as thin as the leaf of a tree.

The Chinefe ufe them as glafs for their windows . the light they afford is very good,

but objC(fls caimor be difccrncd through them. The Siamefe call thefe oyfters fabula.

»r-id {wi them better e.iting than thofe of Europe.

The tea throws up in every country large glaires, known in Europe under the name
of Flernifti hat. This f ubitancc does not .tppear to have any animal form ; there is only

lecn a large round ball of matter, thick in the middle, and diminifhing towai-ds iiu'

edges : rjuantnies are found on the fhore of Mergui. The Chinefe didinguifh tli^^

good from the bad better than the Siamefe: thofe that are eaten they envelope witli

red earth mi:ied with fait : it is in this itate that they have the form of a Flemifli hat.

To dreif. them they have only to wafli them, and they immediately become like the

fincft whu; tranfparent jelly. It is cut in Imall flireds, and mixed wi:h flices of fmall

cucumbers to make a falad. Thefe ftireds crack under the teeth, ar '. have a very

pleafant cert.^in marine lafte.

The bontal is a very ugly fifli, quite round, from which iflTues a 1 read, and at

(he two fides of its body two fi/ fms The Siamefe mai"»nin '
..is animal is

form d
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formed from the fruit of a tree which grows in abundance by the fea-fiJe ; and when
it falls into the water it changes by degrees into a fea-toad. Several affirm they have

feen one which was yet half fruit and half toad, which might very naturally happen : the

fpawn of the toad attaching itfelf to this fruit, the animal grows in proportion as the

fruit ileciiys ; but it muft not on that account be faid that the fruit changes into a toad.

The Siamcfe are very fond of crabs, and have a method of dreffing them which
fecms excellent : they take out all the llcfli, chop it very fmall with herbs, and after-

wards roall it in the fhell of the crab, which makes a very good little pie. They
catch them with a line, and when the crab has feized the hook, they do not take them
quite out of the water till they have put a fmall bafket under them ; for as foon as the

crai'j feels the air, it quits the hook and falls into the i'ea again, but the balket catches it>

and it is iTot loft. A great number of thefe crabs are found petrified in the beds of mud
which appear when the fea ebbs, and thofe which are found whole are very curious.

It is ftrange that an animal fhould become a ftonc, and yet it cannot be roafonably

queftioned but that ftones are formed of them. The (hapc of the animal is frequently

found whole with its claws. This petrified crab is a good remedy againft diffenteries ;

a little is taken pounded, diluted in brandy.

They call an animal tourlcrou, almoft fimilar to the crab, which makes hummocks
of earth where it refides. They are found in great quantities in the marfliy places of

Mergui. It walks fideways, and has a red back like the crab : when drelFed, it is good
for nothing.

I have forgot the name of another fpccies of crab. Its form is peculiar : the (hell

which covers its back is in the fame form as an officer's gorget, from under which

iflues a long and ftraight tail. This animal is dangerous, for its eggs are of fuch a

fubtle poifon, that the Siamefc fay there is no remedy for it ; neverthelefs they eat

them, but they muft drefs them themfelves, for :my one clfe might be deceived.

The homars, or fea lobfters, and other cruftaccous fifti, are alfo very common in

thefe feas, and efpecially fhrimps, which are fo plentiful, that they form a confider-

ablc article of trade in the country where they are generally eaten.

CHAP. XV.— Stafe of the Kingdom.

TOWARDS the end of the feventeenth century the kingdom of Siam was fiourilh-

Ing at home and refpefted abroad. The alliftance that Louis XIV. had fent thenx

i'ecured its profperity, and perhaps was fufficient to correO: the errors of its conftitu-

tion : but what ought to have beftowcd on it an additional luftre, was the caufe of its

misfortunes and overthrow. The Siamel'e forgot the value of a kindnefs which con-

(lituted t';eJ' fccurity anu prepared the way to their glory. Their pufillanimous

Prince was fearful of being eiHlavcd by five hundred men that had been fent for his

defence : they were viewed as ambitious men, who, under the name of affedionate

friends, were only come to tyrannife over them. The priefts raifed their feditious

voice againft their generous protestors, and placed an ambitious man on the throne,

who had dazzled them by the par^ule of an afl'cded zeal for their religion.

Pitracba, placed on a thro'u . polluted with the blood of the royal family, was born

with all the tule" •

' ;,;r '^v men, and a!! the vices of confpicuous villains. As foon as

he had obliged '•..c i-'renca n qi:it his ftate:; he faw nothing to moleft him. While,

Tur< . anded . th^* worfhippers J his foriwine, he enjoyed the fruit of his crimes, a

prieft of Pt, u, who gav? himfelf out as the c Icit of the two brothers of the laft King,

4 M it kindled
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kindled the flame of a new rebellion. He had for a lonp time been a prifoner at

Juthia, and Jui ing his detention, he informed himl'cif corredly of the llate of the

court. T lis inipollor docked his romance in the mod fedudive colours, and ten

thoulhnd Siamele ranged thcmfelves under his ilandard. It was eafier for him to

make dupes than to fubfill an army : but the fanaticifm he infpired made them blind

to the magnitude of the dangers, and all feemed determined to avenge their chief or

perifh with him.

TJie King's fon intending to take his pleafure at a place fome leagues diftant from
the capital, went with a numerous and magnificent court. The Peguan prieft deter-

mined to lie in wait for him in a wood through which he muft pais. His intention

was to maiTacre him and all his attendants, to march afterwards to the city, where all

were in a falfe fecurity, and to make away with the King and all his family. This plan,

concerted with the greateft fecrecy, would have entirely fucceeded, if the milfruft,

natural to the children of tyrants, had not opened the eyes of the Prince to the

danger he had ran into. lie faw this armed multitude, and immediately fufpeded

it was an attempt upon his life : inflead of defending himfelf, he precipitately fled,

leaving a rich booty, the allurements of which prevented the confpirators from pui -

fuing him.

When they had glutted their avidity, they marched towards the capital, which thef

hoped to find defencelefs. Pitracha, informed of the danger his fon had been in, in-

Itantly aflembled twelve thoufand foldiers, which he fent oft" to difperfe this wretched

mob. The rebel priell at firft appeared refolute, but he commanded troops without

either courage or difciplinc, who had every thing to fear and nothing to hope. His

little army, panic-druck, fled without fighting. Only three hundred prifoncrs were

made, and only three hundred perifhed by the fword. The impoflor wandered for

fome days in the woods with a young man who had not forfaken him. He was taken

afleep under a tree, and conducted to Juthia, where, chained to a flake, he was cx-

pofed for feveral days to the iniults of the populace ; he was afterwards ripped up alive,

and, while flill exifling, faw his entrails ferve as food for dogs.

It feems that Pitracha did not long enjoy his ufurpation, fince we find his fon on

the throne in 1 700. He fignalizcd the firll years of his reign by the infamous alliiuice

he contraded with his father's widow, who bcftowed her hand on him without giving

her heart. The fate of this Princefs was moft fingular : flie was fucceflively the wife

of the father, fon, and grandfon. This vidim of love never experienced the paflion

Ihe had the misfortune to infpire ; and, to efcape from the arms of a hulbanu fhe ab-

horred, fhe retired into a convent, where flie died in 1715.

The new Monarch, luperftitious and debauched, gave himfelf up entirely to the

guidance of his idolatrous priefts, who by their penances undertook to redeem his

errors. By his example every one built idolatrous temples ; commerce and induftry

languif.ied ; and the people, occupied with ridiculous ceremonies, no longer thought

of Iccuriiig theinfelves from foreign invafion. Thefe falfe gods had numerous adorers,

and the flate wanted foldiers to defend it. Fortune befriended the kingdom in the

abfence of prudence : the neighbouring Kings were warring againfl each other, and

too much occupied at home to attempt foreign conquefts.

It w.is during this reign that the kingdom was flruck with the fcourge of flierility.

A long drought converted the moift fruitful foil into parched land. Kice, which is

the common food, was foon exhaulled ; and to complete the diftrej's, the fifli, which

fupplics its place, became Icarce and poifcned. The waters Qt' the Menan, which arc

naturally
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naturally clear and Umpid, became all at once fo thick and green, that they became
cncrufted in that colour. A kind of cream, (till thicker and greener, covered the

whole furface of that noble river ; tli'jy could only fmd dead or dying fifh. The King,

fearing that thefe corrupted waters might encn-afo the diforders with wliich the country

was afllided, forbade the drinking of them, oi' batb'ng in them. This prohibition

excited the murmurs of the people, to whcm water is the mofl: necelTary thing. Re-

volt was near enfuing, when the court applied the curb of fuperftilion to rcftore tran-

quillity. The priefts gave out, that a divinity named Prai'n had appeared near one
of the gates of the city, and had declared that the change in the waters was one of his

bleflings, and that they were a certain remedy to (top the contagion. At this intelli*

gence the people paiVcd from dejcftiou to the fweets of hope ; all ran to tl:e river <\.>

wafh themfelves, and anoint with this cream, which a moment before they efteemed

deadly. At length, at the end of fifteen days, this phenomenon difappeared : an in-

ondation, brought on by an abundant rain, fpread over the fields and hailened their

fruitfulnefs.

The reign of this prince, like that of his fuccelfors, affords nothing worthy of being

handed down to poftcrity. His fon, the inheritor of his throne, is only known by his

defeats. His army, fifty thoufand ftrong, and his fleet, which carried twenty thou-

I'and combatants, entered the kingdom of Cambaye, then torn by domeftic diffentions.

This army would have conquered it, if it had been led by a more fkilful general : but

the Sianiefe Monarch, benumbed in the luxury of his feraglio, had trufted the com-
mand of it to his firft minifter, born for pacilic employments, and totally unfit for

war. This minilter, who was fenfiblc of the extent of his own abilities, had not

fought for the honour of the command ; but the King, who never doubted his owr
difcernment in the choice of his agents, imagined that he who could govern empires

could alfo conquer them.

The King of Cambaye, too weak to oppofe the torrent which threatened to over-

whelm him, ordered all his fubjeds inhabiting on the frontiers to retire *.vith their

etFeds into the capital, and to burn whatever they could not carry off. : 'le fields

were ravaged : fifty leagues of country were ciiw,iiged into llerile deferts, whi'-h

fcarcely furnifhed food for animals. The King declared himfelf the vaffal o. <,•.

Monarch of Cochin-China, to obtain from him the affiftance of iiiteen thoufand lout

foldiers, and three thoufand on board of galleys deitined to protect the coafls.

The Siamefe army, full of confidence m the fuperiority of their numbers, and ftill

more proud at not finding any enemy to difpui.' their paiVage, raflily penetrated into

the country ; but the greater their progrefs, the faller they approached deilrudion.

Famine, more cruel than the fword of the enemy, made ib.c moft horrid ravages !i\

their camp. The wafted fields ailbrded no fruit for the men nor forage for the ani-

mals : they were obliged to kill the fumpter cattle to c.t their flefh : the foldiers, not

aecultoiutd to fuch food, were attacked with dyfenteries and fevers which carried off

the half of them. The general, who had forefeen this misfortune wilhouc hp'w.<r able

to prevent it, retired with the wicck of his army, and his retreat was inccj ', "iter-

lupted by the enemy who tcazcJ him.

The Siamefe Heet, four times more numerous than that of the enemy, had no better

fiicccfs. Their fmall galleys reduced the city of Ponteamas to allies. Two hundred

tons of elephants' teeth were tht prey of the flames. The Cochin-Chinefe profited by

the abfence of thefe gallies to attack the tranfports which were in the road, more than

lour miles from t'"- burning city. T!'<- iiiamcfe galleys, which were detained in tho
.' river,

mm
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river, tlion vrry l<iw, cotiU not come to the afTiftance of their vcfleLs ; and fenrinjj

that, :ilti>r tliis blow, famine would be as fatal to the llect as it had bwn to the army,

failed back to th«.ir own country.

CHAP. XVI.— Revolution of 1760.

BT'.FORF, we relate the revolution whid^ oi\rturneil the kingdom of Siam ?n 1760,
it may be pro()er to give the fummar\ j. . u; ' ' liion to the throne. The heir of
Pitracha had lovoral fens; and its 'r- uat; oilfuisued with the eldeft, ho deligned the

fecond to fucceeil him. He (howc\^ riml A truly worthy of the throne, by his refufal

to afcend it in prejudice to his eldi 1 brother, whom he reinftated-in the enjoyment of
his natural privileges. He only required one condition of him, which was, to be his

luccellor in cafe he (hould die lirll. This condition was accepted. 'I'ho elded inhe.

rited his father's effate, and his brother was declared Grmd Prince ; that is, the pre-

fumptive heir to the throne.

'I'he new King had feveral children, ami, feduccd by patornal affcdion, he ftifled

the fenliments of generofity of which his brother had given him fo noble an example,

and, faithlefs to his ej- i^jements, he named his eldeft fon, wht) had embraced the

priefthood, as his fucrc'' .r. This young Prince, refpefting the faitli of treaties, was
ihocked to become the accomplice of his father's perjury. He preferred the fnniilicity

of a religious life to (he pomp of greatnels, which he could not enjoy without fullying

the memory of the author of his clays. The King findhig him obltinate in his refuful,

in 1 733 named his fc-cond fon as his fuccefTor, and died fome time after of a cancer in

the throaf.

The brother of the deceafc Monarch wns pofleded of the title of Grand Prince,

and the Siainefe were accuftomed to relpeft it, as being fome day to become their

mafter. Five thoufand foldier;, whom he always kept in his palace, were ready to

devote themfelves in fupport of his rights. His nephew, by favour of his father's v. 'l,

aflembled forty thoufand foldiers in the grand palace fo awe the rival of his power.

He had taken caic t.) get the four firfl: oflicers of the kingdom in his intcrefl ; and,

pofleflbr of the treafure of the llaf.\ he cculd eafily purchafe adherents. TIic poiiplc

were dependant on the minifters, wiio all flattered themfelves they (liouKl fix and ex-

tend their authority under a young and inexperienced King, who would be obliged to

throw the weight of public alf'airs on them.

The great, thus united under the llandard oi the ynung Prince, feemed to announce

the fuccefs of his caufe, and it was what prepared his fa''. The envy of commanding
created divifion, and it is fcldom the . -uv ri^ ds who '

> not Iwcume enemies. The
great officers imagined that the barcalon, or prime minilter, abufing his unlimited

authority, wiihed to make them the indruments of I. is ambition and greatnefs. They
feemed to fear, tha^ after being powerfid (rough to keep the Grand Prince in fubjec-

tion, he might fall under the temptation of building tht. edifice of his fortune on the

fpoils of the roval family, and place the crown on his own head. It feemed ^o then
more glorious \i obev their ancient mailers, th;in to fee 'h-uilelvcs obliged to c ringe

in dependance to one of their equals : thus every hing tended hi fecrct to de/lroy

their work.

The war broke nut between the two rival Print. 1 he divided inclinations of the

people every where fprcad diforder and tumult. '1 he grind and fmall palaces thun-

dered at each ..!.er with c?nnon. ih" inhabitant;,, alarinal, awaited death in their

5 ^ houils,
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houfcs, and the city would foon have prcfi :d but a heap of ruins, ii ihey had not

had artilkrymi '1 to dircd thofe deltru^iive '^es.

The Barcal n, full of that prcrumptuoi- confidence with which vain men are

infpired from ;i fuperiority of ftnngth, refuiwd to bring on a dccifive engagement,

the fuccrfs of which would render him maftcr of the little palace. They engaged ; the

troops of the grand Prince wj-ro routed, and purfued to the very foot of the walls of

his palace. The conquerors confulied if they fliould give the allault. The Barcalon

and his party were for the aflirmative : but one of the great oflicers rcprefented that

night coming on would render the attack more bloody and dcflnidive j that befides,

the l'()ldiers» having no witnciles of their courage or cowardice in the dark, were lefs

eager to fulfil their duty, and that by deferring the alliiult till the next day, the precious

blood of the people would be faved. This advice prevailed and the attack was
delayed.

The grand Prinre, informed by his fecret cmifTarles of every thing that paiTcd in the

enemy's camp, profited by the intoxication caufed by a lirft fucceir,, and, convinced-

that he who attacks becomes formidable, he fell with impetuofity on thofe who were
advanced to the foot of the walls. Darknefs doubled the terror this attack fprcad.

The noife of arms, the cries of the combatants who gave or received death, made the

Siamcie believe that this dreadful night would plunge them in eternal darknefs. The
aflaik'd, motionlefs and without defence, fuffered their throats to be cut, like fo many
fenfelefs animals. Others lied, and threw away their arms ; they were purfued to the

walls of the grand palace. The King fent freHi troops, to oppofe a rampart againft

thi torrent that was ready to overwhelm him. The ftubborn and rebellious foldiers

were deaf to his voice, and, indead of obeying his orders, joined the llandard of

his uncle.

Then finding himfelf betrayed and abandoned by his fubjefts, he placed his whole
confidence in the Malays that were in his fervice ; and after having encouraged them
h" magnificent prefents, and the hopes of greater recompence, thefe troops left the

p.'icc, with a Ix^ld ^nd confident air, which feemed a tclUmony of their zeal, and a

pi' c;e of vitloi y. But fcarcely were thele mercenaries fome diftance from the palace,

thai* they afforded an example of the greatelt treachery, or of their cowardly difpo-

fiti'ins, Thefe foreigners, loaded with prefents, quitted the ftandard of their bene-

factor. Some retirt-d into their own country to enjoy the fruits of their treafon, and the

others, dill nufc guilty ,enrolled ihemfelves among the troops they were fent to fight.

J'he Barcal and C'hacri * were the fad witneflcs of this deferiion from 'he walls

of the grand p tiace Defpairing then of their fafety, they difappeared, under pretence

of going to give orders. 1 he other oflicers, not feeing them/eturn, difperfed to feck

an afyhim from the firft refentment of the conqueror. The Kiw^, left ahm'.' with his

two brothers, only awaited death, which aflallins foon came and gave him. The
cideft had retired to his pagoda, where he bewailed over diforder-, of which he was

neither the author or acc<implice. The two PriiKcs, torHiken by their mercenary

flatterers, faved then\felvcs with a few fervants in a boat, taking with them i confiderable

fum of money.

As foon as the grand Prince was informed that the King's palace was abandoned,

he ordered his people to tiike polUflion of it. Several Princes of the royal family

• The Pia Tchacri Is prrfnU-nt of the council of >^'tate, ar.il has tlie department of the wliole police of.

t\\'- kingilom. Al liiis tribunal all the concerns of tiie provinces are decided. All the ^ovemors are

<>i iijred to render him an accuuut of their adiniuiUrutioii, und cidcis which have not his fca), are not to be

itticudud to.
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remained in it, fliut up as in an inviolablo and facral afylinn. 'i Iicy loadod tlum Hli.h

chain.s ; niadi.' tln'in rufilr cvny torture tljat ingenious voPffcanci" tan devil', »i:ul

having dripped ihcin of all their wealtii, tlioy had nothing but death to hop*. r,

'I'his civil war cauled the fliedding of luuch blooil ; but fewer perilh'd in battle, thuii

under the axe of the executioner.

The iKw monarch, 01 afceiuling the throne gave an example of the greatelt nioile-

ration, which obliterated the ninendirance tlui In- Inul obi.iiiud it by tlu' blood of \m
fubjeds. He offered the eldefl of his nepln ws the crown ; but In; could not draw

him from his condition. This religious I'rince refolvetl to die a pritfl, as,hL' iiid lomd

lime after.

The King thought himfelf feated but on a tottering linone, as long as the two

fugitive Princes were n«)t in his power. The former nuiiill(i>, wandrrinj^ through the

kingdom, kept up the flame of civil difcord, v liich was ratlu-r liill .d than t xtiiiguUhed.

The Barcalon and Chacri had the imprudent audacity to appear fomctinus afterwards

in the capital, in the habit of their prieils. They counted on the impunity of their

error, in ap[)earing under i'o refpeOed an exterior. The monarch, not to encroach

on the privileges of the nmk they had embraced, hail thoni feizcd by the chief prieit.

They appeared at the tribunal i>f their judge, wlien they underwent a lliicl examina-

tion. Their artful and fubiile replies reiii.iined unanlweral)Ie. They alled|.;ed that

they had only executed the orders of the King, to whon\ they owed ablblute obedience.

By this excule they efcaped the dreadful death prepan d for them. It hail been detir-

mined to hang them up with hooks under their cliin, and to have f ufpended them in air,

till they fliould have yielded their lall figh. I hey withed their death to be like that of

fifli, of which their pallion for fiOiing had exterminated a great number : an abomi-

nable crime in the eyes ot the Siamele, who make a ftruple of killing them.

The firft judges not having found fuflicient reafon to condeiini them, the King

fought otht.T means to get rid of them. lie confulted the miniders and guardiaiit, of

the laws of the kingdom, who after having examhved the heads of accuiation, replied,

that fo far from meriting punilhment, they were delerving of the greated rewards.

'I his dccifion ought to furprife, being pront»unced by judges trend)ling under the

fceptrc of a defpot, who with u word might degrade or annihilate them : but tyrants

always feek the aid of the laws, when they tend to prolcribe obedience to the people,

and they violate their purity when they would aflign bounds to their own ufurped

power. It was the defpot himfelf who dictated this deciiion, which taught " that a

fubjcd IS never wrong in executing the commands of his mader."

He immediately ordered the accufed to be rcleafed : and, as if to reward their

fidelity, he made them fupcriors oT the two chief tctnples of the city, where they

hoped to lead a tranquil life, under favour of their obfcurity, which is the only barrier

of the fubjecl againd the attacks of arbitrary power. But fcarce had they arrived at

ihcir retreat, than towards the middle of the night, five or dx Malays came to demand
J hem in the King's name. They fufpeded they brought their fentence of death. Ihe

liarcalon, carelels of life, only cxprelled his contempt for it, and, far Irom appearing

alarmed, he upbraided the Chacri for his weaknefs and cowardice. When at a little

didance froi! the pagoila, they dripped them of their pried's habit, and put a cloth

round their loins. The Barcalon beheld the approach of death without enjotion, he

prefented his bofom to the dagger of his executioners, and expired with a fingle blow.

'i he Chacri on the contrary, eager 10 defend his life, received many wounds before

he fell. '1 heir bodies were taken away to be impailed ; they were expofed to the view

of the multitude, as a monument of the jud vengeance of the monarch.

i I The
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The nvo Princes who had cKapcd, wore always the fubie^ of great uncafincf'?.

They for a long time avoided the I'earch that was made to (fifcovor their retreat. It

was of conlequt-ncc to prevent their clcaping to any neighbouring nation, where they

mi^ht fow the feeds of a revoliition. They had concealed themfelves in a field of rice,

whore they wore foon forlakon by their I'ervantK with the exception of one, who
remained faithful. This honod creature brought them a little rice, and fiflj for their

fond. 'I'hey palled a month in this manner, expofed to the inclemency of the air, and
a prey to want and fear.

At length this forvant was recognized in the market-place where he was buying
foine footi for his unfortunate mailers. Several people depofed that he was the com-
panion of their flight, and therefore mud know where they were concealed. Tortures
forced his ilcret from him. The Princes were carried off from their retreat, and
thrown in o the prilbns of the palace. I'Vom this moment they were convinced their

death was nigh, and that their uncle would never pardon their being the fons of his

enemy. They were interrogated, and in their anfweis fliewed more relblution than

could be expefted from Princes fo young, whofe education could nowife have cor-

roded their civil propenfitics. Their condemnation had preceded their trial, and they

were both at the fame time adjudged to death.

'I his King died in 1748, at the age of eighty-four. His fon Chaoual-Padou was
immediately acknowledged by all the ofliccrs of (late. 'I'his Prince, brought up from
his tcnderell infancy in the pagodas among priefts, had imbibed the poifon of error.

A zealous partifan of the ridiculous religion of his country, ho had gained the hearts

of all the nation, who faw their fuperditions ennobled by fuch an illuUrioiis example.

A fevere obferver of juftlce, he rigoroufly puniflied fraud and robbery. His marriage

which took place foon after his coronation, was looked upon, as a forerunner of the

profperity of the empire. Some of his baftard brothers endeavoured to light up a civil

war ; but their revolt did not pafs unpuniflied. They were thrown into prifon where
they died from want. Their death reftored tranquillity to the ftate. The people

iubinillive gave him no nncafinefs : but his brother, who, for his vices and inceduous
crimes, had been deprived of the fuccefli.m and imprilbned for life by his father, and
who he now had the weaknefs to recall to court, allorded an example of fcandalnus

liccntioulnels ; and a fevere cenfurer of public adminidration, he rather allV.med the

King than aded as a fubjeft ; and to foften the vexation of his degradation, he
art'eclcd to take the right of the King, who was too modeft and too weak to punifli h.m.

At length difguded with inccfTantly enduring his haughty caprices, the King refolved

to abdicate a crown whofe weight oppixfled him. He renounced the tumult of public

all'airs, and preferred the filence of the pagodas, where nothing difturbed the tranquil-

lity of his foul.

While he thus lived loft to the world, an enemy carried defolation and terror to the

very gates of the capital. The King, without ability cither for government or war,

was incapable of averting the dorm. The Princes and great officers of date, ran in

crowds to the pagoda of Chaoual-Padou, and earnelUy befought him to reaflume the

reigns of the tottering empire. He yielded to tlicir wifhes ; and his brother, diveding

himfelf of his haughtintis, becaufe he could no longer conceal even from himfelf,

his weakncfs and incapacity, replaced in his hands, a I'ceptre he was unable fo

fway : and himfelf requefted him to reaiccnd a throne who he alone was worthy

to fill. But before we enter into the details of this revolution, it may be proper

to give fome account of the power aiid lituation of the people who came to attack

them.

VOL. IX. 4, N Ifti

im^'

..'iiU

'

J-'. M



C42 K16T0RV OF SJAM.

In i754» the Brnmas, a people of the kingdom of Ava, had for five years lan»

guiflicil under the Pegouan yoke. They had beheld their King, their Queen, aid iho

greater purt of the Princes perifli. I'hc remembrance of paft misfortunes, and the

iidual fiif.orings of their prelent (lavery and humiliation, caufed them inceifanily to

figh for a deliverer. But they fought him not among men enervated by the luxury

ot courts, ami uho, vain of their ulurped titles, eftimate their talents by their ambilioii.

They call their eyes on one of their compaiiions, named Manlong, a gardener bv
profcffion, vlin, in a body, condemned to mean and laborious functions, contained ilu«

courage and (iimnels ofja hero. 'I'hey all befought him with one general voice to

accept the fciptreaiu! ttie crown, to free them from the yoke of their tyrants. •' Yes",

replied this cxtraordiiKu y man, " 1 confent to be your King, but firft, I nuifl prove

you to he worthy to have fuch a leader ;is me. 1 conmiand you to go and flrike oft"

the heads of thole lubaltern tyrants whom the Pegouans have appointed to opprefs you."

They replied, if that facrifice is all you require of us, you fliall foon be obeyed : and

they inflanrly flew and mafl'acred all the military and civil ofiicers, whom their tyrants

liad itiit to maintain them in obcdimec. '1 iiey then returned to their hero, their

liajiii^ dyed in the blood of their oppreilorF, and with unanimous voice proclaimed

him King.

This monarch diflributed arms to his fubjcds. He taught thrm to ride, and to ufe

liie mufket (o advaiuage ; two things in which he exccllei!. His hifdeers had orders

to lire on whoever ihould be cowardly enough to give way, cither in a fiege or battle.

This new diicipline was (Iritilly obllrved. 'I'lie Bramas become invuicibli", gave laws

to all the inhiibit?n!s of Pcgue. One of their generals, who had retired with his army
into the lorells, learning that ihe Bramas were reiurned to the kingdom of Ava, pro-

fited by iheir al)fence to rciake Siriam, a city and port of Pegu, lie there felzed a

iliip, foon fitted it out, and failed in the beginning of 1759 for Pondicherry on the

coafl of Coroniandel. At the lame time he wrote a letter to the governor of the

French fettlemenis in the J'.aft Indies, accompanied by rich prefents, to obtain from

him cannon and warlike flores.

This fliip could not reach the coaft of Coroniandel ; the winds obliged her to put

into Mergui, a city and port of the kingdom of Siam. The army of the Bramas returned

to Siriam, three days after the departure of the velTel. Their new king, who was at

their head, deurnxincd to imimidate the people by examples of feverity. The city was

utterly dellroyed. At the very report of his coming, the Peguans buried themfelves

in their fort fls with their general.

Mhe govern.or of Tavail, a neighbouring city of Pegu, had there eflabliflied an

independent fovereignty. The King of tiic Bramas advanced fo far as Martavan, a

city adjacent to 'J avail, where he ieiit lor tlie govtrnor, who, too weak to rcfiil,

refolved to obey. His fubniiflion could not fecure ius life; his head was flruck off as

foon as he arrived. It was in this palace, that the King hearing of the riches of Siani,

conceived the defign of making a conquefl of it : but wifliing to veil his cupidity with

a decent pretext, he made an cxcufe to denumd the fliip that had been taken from

Siriam, and had put into Mergui. 'I'he court cf vSiam informed of the dedination

of this Vvffel lor Pondithirry, ordered that it fl.ould be allowed to |)urfue its route,

in order to maintain the good underltaiuting which iuhlillitl bawctn the Siamefe ami

the French fetilcinents. This refufa! fervcd as a pretext for a war which caufeil

the efl';ifion oi much blood. Tht King of ilie Brama^^, iifter having feized all the

ihips and riches cf the country, fixed his n lidence at 'I'avail ; ir <in thence he

detached thirty vefl'els, to pillage and reduce the city of Mergui to allies, with

8 orders
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orJers to make Tennafferim, the capital of the province of that name, undergo the

fame fate.

At the approach of this fleet, the inhabitaiits of Mergui fled, and the city once

fo populous, became a vaft deiart. The fugitive inhabitants, after long wandering

without an objeft, fought an afylum in the woods and defert iflands.

The King of the Bramas, aftonifhed at the terror infpired by his nan.o and arms,

concluded that the conqueft of tlie whole kingdom of Siam would not be diflicult. A
whole province fubdued by hij little fleet, made him hope that nothing could opjvofe

the fuccel's of his united forces ; and he repaired in pcrlbn to Tavaii, which he had
appointed as the rendezvous for the diflerent corps of his army.

When the court of Siam receiveil tl»e news of the irruption of the Bramas, the

Barcalon -fent to alk for fome Chriitians to the Biihop of Tabraca, who replied that

he \vouId willingly fend all thofe, whom he thought able to defend their King and
country. He immediately called together his flock, to reprefent to them the danger

with which the country was threateneil, and to elevate their courage above all daiipers.

More than an hundred took arms in the common caufe. T' is militia, contemptible

in number, was fufficient to fet the example of courage to others.

The King prieft, had juft reafcendcd the throne, but as he was only qualified for

pacitic concerns, he was deftitutc of rcfourcos to maintain a war with glory, againlt

io warlike a people. lie too well knew the cowardice of his fubjeds, to put his trud

In them. Mis magazines were filled with cannon, mortars and other weapons ; but

he wanted arms to make ufe of them. He commanded a confufed and trembling

multitude, equally incapable of attack or defence. It had been necell'ary to raile

in a hurry, troops without difciplino, or courage ; wlio turned pale at the report of a

mufquet. They formed a numerous army, embarralling to itfclf by its confufion, and
no ways formiihible to the enemy.

This pufillanimouS militia threw down their arms at the approach of the Bramas^
and vanquifliod without fighting, they took refuge in tile royai city, wiiioli they over-

crowded with ufelefs inhabitants. The Chrillians on the contrary were animated with

:m heroic boldnefs. , The idea entertained of their courage had determined the King
to ontruil tliem with the protcdion of the palace, and the baltions of the city ; but

they could not multiply rhemfelves to oppofe the torrent which inundated the plain?..

They had left their habitation without defence : and more attached to their duty than

their polleflions, they had abandoned them :o the rapacity of an enemy, who only

armed to plunder.

The hour of its dofliny was not yet arrived for Siam. 1 he King of the Brama^i

was then three days march from the royal city, when he was attacked with a mortnl

abfcefs. This Trince, lefs atfected with his own Uiisforiune, than at the obltaclc which

Ito^ped him in the triumphant cnurfe of his profperity, cilL-il to him fome Europeans

who ferved in his army. He alked them hov long it would take them to reduce the

city; tliefe adventurers replied that they or ;y requireti three days to make him madtr
of ir. I'ly then inft;mtly, laid the King, to that rich ccnquell, and if fortune Ihould

n(U fecond your courage, immediately return to me.

The army moved forward ; all thoto\Vns and villages fell a prey to the flames. The
fuburbs of the royal city fhareil the lame fate. Oidy the quarter belonging to the

Chrillians was fpared. 'i'he Bramas, convinced of their courage, dared not contend

with men too detached /roni this world to fear death. Some Clhriflians who had not

imitated others in ihcir ilight, killed two of the enemy with the mulkcis of ihe.feiu;-
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lury, and this bold refiftance was the fafety of all. The Branias frightened had n«
farther inclination to attack them. The quarter of the Dutch was reduced to alhcs

;

only the vvai-ehoufe was fpared, which tontained too rich and precious nicrchandi/k'

Hot t(^ tempt the greedy cupidity of thefe military robbers.

While the country aflbrded this defolating fpedacle, the royal city of Siam was
vigoroufly attacked ; but the enemy, after many ufelefs affaults, was obliged to aban-

don his enterprizc, and, profiting by the darkncfs of the night to hide his (hame and
retreat, he made the fame fignals as ufual, to lead the Sianiefe to believe he was flili

vound their walls.

It was the intelligence of the death of their King which determined the Bramas to

renounce their conquefls. The youngefl. of his fons, who had received his laft figh,

caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King. He h^d occafion for the army to citablifh his

yet young authority, and to awe thofe inclined to murmur. The troops received or-

ders to evacuate the provinces of the kingdom of Siam, and never was retreat con-

duced with more precipitation.

The Siamefe, delivered from their oppreflbrs, retumpd to their former poflTeflions,

Inllrudcd by experience, they fliould have fought the means of preventing frefli in-

vafions. The Dutch fettled in the kingdom could have fupplied them with artillery-

men, of whom they had a great number at Batavia, in the ifland of Java ; but their

Aupid tranquillity diHimulated the danger, and, prefumptuous without courage, they

would have thought they difgraced themfelves in rcquefting the afliftance of a foreign

nation to inflruft them. The high idea this people entertain of themfelves led them
to believe that the Chriflians brought up at Siam were a bulwark againft foreign af-

faults. The proofs of intrepidity tluy had given made them refpedlcd as heroes who
watched L cr the public fafety. They called the French church the church of vidory

;

and in rccompence for the fervices they had received from them, they made prefcnts

to the bilhop, his priefts, and tluir difciplcs, of habits fuitable to their ftations. All

the Chriftians who had contributed to the defence of the country were remunerated

with a fuiii of money. Ijght of them who had mofl diltinguiflied themfelves in the

hour of danger were advanced to the firft military rank.

Kvery thing announced a lading calm, when the (late found Itfelf again thrown into

confufion. The King palled fentence of death againlt one of his brother's favourites,

fufpecled of having maintained a fecret correfpondence with the enemy. This fentence

was looked upon as an abufe of his power : the people called for an account of the blood

fpilt on night fufpicions. A general difcontent determined the monarch to return to

hib pagoda, and he feemcd to delcend from the throne with more pleafure than when
he took polltflion of it. His elder brother again took the reins of the empire, and liis

rekindled ambition made him alTume a fituaiion whole elevation more plainly expoled

his vices and follies.

It was in May 176: that the Prince abdicated the crown to embrace the ftate of

priefHiood. Numbers of Siamefe followed his contagious example : all were ennobled

by the precedent of a mafler. The priefts, more proud of the dignity ol their (late

fuice the King had allinnod their habit, demanded the fame honours that were paid to

their gods. The ignorant and feduced multitude exhauiltd their fortunes to beftow

alms on them and fupport their idlenefs. The holy miniflers, who were poor from

the rules of their focieiy, found wealth in the folly of the peojilo—an inexhaultihle

fund, and ever open to iuipoltors. It was not that their manners infpired much refpeCt

tor thtui : they often prefcnted icandalous fccnet., and, fure of impunity, they even

difdaiued
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difdaincd to draw a veil ovci'thc bcaftly and impure plcafurcs they gave themfelves up

to. Avaricious and crafty, they feized by the cunning of chicanery whatever they

could not obtain by feduftive arts.

The reigning monarch, by his example, authorized all thcfe dlforders.. Unre-

ftrained in his defires, unblufning in his attions, he had no other rule than his incli-

nations ; and in the intoxication of his brutal pafllons, he had the impudence publicly

to marry his filler by his father's fide. The minifters, befotted by debaucheries, into

which they plunged to gratify their mafter, were neither capable of forefeeing nor

fearing the ftorms. '^Their fecurity was founded on the ir.formation that the King of

the Bramas, a refllefs and warlike Prince, had, on his return to the kingdpm of Ava,

been dethroned, and that his elder brother, contented with reigning over his own
fubiefts, had no ambition for conquefts.

Firm in his determination to maintain peace, he loudly blamed thofe who had ad-

vifed his father to attempt an invafion or the kingdom of Siam, which had been wa-

tered with the blood of the Bramas, more precious than the vile fpoils they had
brought away. Such pacific difpofitions promifed a lading calm to the neighbouring

nations ; but the deflined hour arrived that was to punifh a people buried in floth and

debauchery. The pacific monarch was carried off by a premature death ; and his

fucceffor, full of ambition, and too confined in his ftates, was the rod that heaven

made ufe of to punifli the Siamefe.

CHAP. XYll— Revolution of 1767.

THE new King of the Bramas breathed nothing but war and flaughter. Led away

by the reftlefihcf- of his character, he placed his glory in fpreading tl«e tempeft that

reigned in his own bofom over foreign nations. Too proud and prefumptuous to dif-

fimulate, he loudly proclaimed that he had promifed his dying father to complete the

deftrudtion of a bafe and cowardly nation, which only waited for a conqueror to wear

his chains. Some of his mandareens fufpended his ambitious defigns. His firfl: vic-

tories were gained over his fl;ubborn and rebellious fubjefts. As foon as he had con-

quen d and puniflied them, he fcnt one of his generals, at the head of five thoufand of

his heft troops, to retake Tavail, the governor of which, although a Bram?., had

made himiblf independent in 1761.

This rebel, not finding himfelf powerful enough ro fupport his caufe with his own
forces, fought the alliance of the Englifh, who furnifhed him with all kinds of warlike

llores. At the fame time a veflel from the coafl of Coromandel, laden with rich pre-

fonts for Pegu, was obliged to put into Tavail. The temptation of a rich prey feduced

the governor, who refolved to appropriate fo many valuable etfefts to himfelf, to pur-

chafe the alliance of the Siamefe, who alone cou'd fupport him in his ufurpations.

UnjufUy feizing thefe magnificent fpoils, he fent them to the King of Siam, whofe

afliftance he fohcited. The minifters deliberatec' if it was confiftent with their mafter's

dignity to receive this embafiy j and, fjr a long time, uncertain as to the advantages

or evils which might refult from it, they thought they fhould leave it to the prudence

of the bifhop of Tabraca and the mifllonarics, who having no pcrfonal intereft to inter-

fere, ought to view it in a jufter and more extenfive light, 'i'hey anfwercd with their

natural candour, that it would be contrary to juftice and policy to become the pro-

tedors of a rebel. They added, that Tavail had always been fubjed to the Bramas ;

and that by affording afliitanceto the ambitious perfcn who had ufurped its fovereigniy,

was
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was to become accorripfices in lils rebellion, and to expofe the klflgcTom to tfie ven-

geance of a formklabl- neighbour, who hiid nothing lo fear fron\ defeat, aiul every

thing to hope from vidory. The King's niiniflers, latisfied with this anfwer, required

them to givo it in writing ; being perfuaded that the authority of the prelate and miflion-

ers, proved by their morals and prudence, would h.ve great weight in the King's mind.

TIio nieniorial was drawn up, and the niinifters gave it to the King's Liixher-iu-

law, whofe covetous heart in fecn t devoured tlie profcnts of the rebel governor. He
leemed hurt that, through falfe delicacy, they fhould deprive .him of the food for his

avarice. lie tore the wri ing wiiich contained the principles on which depended the

peace and profpcrity of the empire. It is thus that, in all ages, the public deftiny has

depended on the avarice of iiuiividuals.

'I'he intrigues of favourites prevailed, and the anibalTulors were received with

honour, and heard with complacency. Inilant orders were font to the gMvornor of

Tennall'erini to find cirmen and arms to the relief of Tavail ; but this Hep was ufelefs,

the governor of that city had rendered himfeif the object of public execration; it wa*
by theefRif 'ii of the blood of its hrfl citizens that he fought to eflablifh his infant

power, aiid iiis liew fubjeds were all become his enemies. Tht oppreilVd people had
two or three times attempted his life in 1762 ; and tlie more he puniflied the more h«
became hated. So many confpiracies are a leil'on 'o V'ngs and sninifters vvbt/ abufo

their power : it only needs to fhed one drop of blood to create thoufands of avengers ;

and feverity of punilhments has often converted thole into rebels who at firit were only

murmurcrs.

The general of the Bramas was arrived at Martavan with his army ; from [hence ho

wrote to the >aOvenu)r, requiring of him to rccei\ him into the place without refill-

ance : he threatened tlufe in the feverelt manner who fliould refufe to concur in his

defigns. The people of Tavail, who faw an army ready to inved tluir ramparis, de-

clared they were deteimined to return to the obedience of ihuir lawful mailer. The
ufurpir, furroundcd by foreign anil domclUc enemies, weak, within, and threatened

witf.out, had no refource but in lliglit.

This rebel, for a long time a waiid.ier and fugitive, fought an afylum in the port of

Mergui, where he was followed by his relations ana a few panifan};, generous enough
to (hare his misfortunes, or perhaps guilty enough to dread the veiigtance of an angry

judge. His llect, compofed of lixty galleys, did not infpire confidence in tJie inha-

bitaiitj-, frightened at having wi;hin their walls a fugitive followed by a victorious

army. The conlfernatien was general ; fome iled into the woods, and otl ^rs among
the deftrt iilands, dreading lels to perilli by lamine, than 10 have to aiifwer to an en-

raged conqueror.

I'he governor feared that thofe who had given him an af)hun might not Im.g refptcl

the laws of hofpilality. He only atkcd tluin f jr a fmall aiiiilaiice to retake his city,

which he left on (alio reports. He had contiderid that thf letter from the general of

the Bramas lud been brought by the advanced guards, which he even kept in time of

p' ace : frum that he began to doubt its authenticity, and fufpi cted that it was the work,

of fome difcont<rnii.d j)erlo; , who had lorged it to create a falfe alarm and oblige him
to Uy. He became fo faniiiirtrl^ed with ;his idea, that lie perfuaded himfeif he had no
«)ther cn< mics than his uwn fubjecls. llujs the vicUm of his credulity, he wen* to

give himlVlf up :o the dilcrtiion ol an otl'ended m.dter.

This conjecture gained fueh ground, that the captains of velfels that v.e.rc in the

port of MA-rgui, and who had been alarmed at the firfl intelligence of the approach of

the
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the Bramas, thought thcmfelves in perfed fociirity. Trade, which had been inter-

rupted for fome time, flouriflicd as before. The fugitive^ rctunifil homo, and the

cityjwhich for eight d.ij's had been ii c'ei'crt, ag;iin beh^Md its former inhabitants. The
(ihrillians had tclUiicd the utiiiofl e;i yorneli to embark for the coaft of Coromandel,

and now not one would accept the oliicious offer of a Portugu-^l'e captain, who failed

on the 8th of January, 1765 ; but it v>\^ not long before they perceived they had b^en

the dupes of their own focurity.

On the icth of January, in the evening, on the fide next the river, was heard, all

ol a luddcn, the confiifcd uoife of ;i multitude, who made thi air nag with their cla-

mours. This tumult made it bv.'!ieved the enemy was approacliin;, and that the firft;

apprehcnfions were but too well ioundcd. In fatV, he was only three or four le;igues

Irom the city, and a jjIIoI had fL^en ten of tile fliips. A flight calm Tucceeded this firft

confufion. The pilot, when quellioned, laid he had not k'QU any thing, and on his

teltimony every one returned quietly to his home.

J'he milTioners more calm, as they had beheld the tranquillity which reigned on

board the flnps that were at anchor in the middle of the river, aflinned that the uproar

that they thought ih' y liad fieard w.us but an error of the imagination diflurbed by

fear ; but fome fifty difcharges ot cniinon, about lour o'clock in the morning, was 'he

imcquivocal fignal of the arrival of the Branias. The weeping inhabitants now only

coiitem.ilated the image of death or appi\'aching captivity. 'J'he captains of merchant

vifl'els inflantly cut llieir cables, and, luuful of falling into the power of a favage

enemy, they abandoned theiiifelves without a pilot to the courfe of the waters, hced-

lefs of the accidents to be apprehended in a river, the iuequalities of whofe bed made
them liable to (hipwrcck.

I'he Chrillians, who had n recent remembrance of the nnferies of the lafl: war,

flniddertd with honor on contemplating thofo favage animals imbrued in the blood of

decrepid age, and infants flaiightered on the Hill reeking bodies of their mothers.

All fled to their barks, and exerted their utmoft to fly from inevitable death. The
Bramas landed without refiftance. The love of life made them forget the means of

defence. The volumes of flames which arofe on all fides made the inhabitants con-

elude that their whole country was only one vail fuiural pile, whofe fire was to con-

fume them.

I'he general, who remained on the fhore, made flrict enquiries to difcover where

individuals had depofited their riches, and he tore their fecret from them by torture.

The Bramas are incelfantly thirfiing after riches, and though born with warlike dif-

pofilions, it is rather the love of pillage than glory that makes them prodigal of their

blood. War to them is only a ti ade, and he who returns with the richeit fpoil has

the greater Ihare of the refped of his country. An enemy who falls into their power

has every thing to fear when unable to iiitiate their avarice ; and it may be laid that

they are only cruel from an cxcefs ot avarice.

Th(i BraniJ.s were too avaricious to confine their cupidity to the conqucn; of Mergui

:

one of their generals marched with the main body of the army, and advanced a^ainft

i'ennafrerim, the capital of the province of that name, '''his city, fortified by art and

nature, did not appear a fiifilcient bulwark to Hop this horde of vagabonds, who arrived

at the foot of their w:dls witliout meeting with any refiftance. The gates were open :

die aiiViphtcd inhabitants had lied to the wood^~ to -woid a danger they wore Itrong

enough to have refilled. Fear had exaggerated thM- ;niber of their enemies, and, in

the eyes of the timid, phantoms are realities, 'Ih 'i-- governor had fet them tlie cx-

ampl- of defertion, and th<.y were rather vinqaiflied by their fear than by the arms
and

,i Hi:!
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and courage of the enemy. The Brainas loaded their fhi'ps with their fpoils, and'

when they had carried ofF every thing that could tempt their avarice, they reduced the

city to aflies, and their army returned triumphant to Mergui.

More occupied in pillaging than in making conqucfts, their army confumed in de-

bauchery the wealth of the conquered

fought a new prey. The general, vain

umphs. He marched againft Juthia, perfiiaded that the conqueft of the capital would
give the other cities the example of fubmiflion. Immenfe forefts were to be traverfcd,

and fteep mountains were to be climbed. AH thefe obftacles were forefeen and over-

come. The provinces fituated to the north-well of the royal city were ravaged : the

inhabitants only efcaped death or ilavcry by difpcrfing in the woods, where they dif-

f)uted their food with the wild beads. The fire which devoured the towns and viU

ages threw the capital into confternation. The Siamefe, threatened with approaching

ruin, united their torces : they marched trembling againft an enemy whofc valour they

had fo o' • :! experienced. They rilked an engagement, and fought with more courage

than they -.veie accuftomed to do : their bloody defeat left all the country in the power
of the cr-qucror : the fields, laid wafte by fire, only prefented fcorching aftics ; and
th" fariin" '\ hich threatened was as terrible a fcourge as the fword of the barbarians.

>^viiiie this vidorious army every where fpread defolation, a new fwarm of barba-

ric co\ tred this devaftatcd kingdom. The Bramas finding no refiftance, overran

tht , iOvinccs, and every where left traces of their ravages. They built a city at the

contluer..: • ^the two rivers, which they c; ''ed Michoug. This no., bulwark was an
afylum (iic; prepared for themfelves in cafe of a reverfe of fortune, to make it the

centre of their force.

While ftorms Ihook the whole empire, the King of Siam, (hut up in his feraglio.

confoled himfelf with his concubines for the miferies of his fubjocts. The news that

the enemy had evacuated Tennafferim and Mergui had given roAm to believe that the

danger was over, and that the Hate had no farther occafion f(ir proteftors. In fhort,

the Bramas were at the gates of the city, and they had not the fliadow of an army to

oppofe them. The King awoke from his profound deep at the noife of the inhabitants

of the country, who rufhed in crowds to take refuge in the royal city. They em-
ployed them to repair the fortifications : they raifed colunms forty feet high to mount
cannon on. The Chriliians refufed to aflift at this labour, convinced of its inutility,

and that they would crumble under their own weight.

The enemy, before they began the attack on the royal city, laid wafte all the terri-

tory. 'I'hey were certain of finding fubfiftence in the back country, of which they

were maftens, and their dcftrudive policy was to oblige the Siamefe to furrendcr by
famine. One of their detachments extended its ravages to the very gates of the city.

Bancok, a fortrefs which defended the approaches to it, was deftroycd ; the gardens,

ilrippcd of their ornaments, were covered with ruins. A college the miflioners had
eftablilhed in the environs was reduced to afties. After this excurfion the incendiaries

retired with precipitation to the main body of their army, and their retreat for a mo-
ment allayed the alarm.

At this period two Knglifti vcflfels arrived. The captain brought the King an Ar .-

biaa horle, a lion, and federal valuable articles. This captain, wholi; name was
Powny, had on fome occafions proved his courage. The King, v/ho had more confi-

dence in liis valour and talents than in his cowardly and effeminate courtiers, begged
him to undcrtak' the defence of the city; but the KngliOnnan, convinced that hf^

ftiouid bo badly fecondcd by a people void of courage, relufed the honour of the coni-

niand
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mand : the example of the Putch, who had withdrawn, confirmed him in his repug-

nance to accept it. They would not have abandoned their faftory, which contained

fuch valuable effe£ls, if they had thought the Siamefc capable of feconding of them in

the common defence. He was irrefolute on the part lie (hould take, when he fuddenly

found himfclf attacked by the Bramas, who, mailers of Bancok, took their difpofi-

tions to batter him with cannon.

The brave Englilhnian, too weak to defend himfelf, and too brave to fubmit, took

the wife refolution to tow his veflel up to the narrows, where the barbarians were en-

deavouring to fortify themfelves ; but the fire from the artillery of the fhips deftroyed

their works, and carried death among their ranks. Protefted by their cannon, the

Englifli could defy the fury of the Bramas with impunity. The inadtion they expe-

rienced on board their fhips wounded their pride, and, impatient to punifh their ag-

greflbrs, ihey made feveral defcents, and throwing themfelves in order on their undif-

ciplined enemies, they made a dreadful carnage of them.

Powny, forced by neceflity, confented to undertake the defence of the city, on con-

dition that they would furnilh him with cannon, and whatever was neceflary for attack

and defence. His demand was complied with, and, as a pledge for his fidelity, the

Siamefe required him to depofit his merchandife in the public magazine. This con-

dition womided his pride, but he was obliged to fubmit to it. He delivered thirty-

eight bales of valuable effefts, and embarked the reft in dilfcrcnt fliips, and after

having fettled every thing with the miniflers, he went on board his own (hip, where

he prepared to juftify the opinion they entertained of his courage. He ordered

defcents, which were all murderous to the enemy : their forts, fcarcely ereded, were

deltroyed : every day was marked with their defeat or flight. In order to profit by

thefe advantages, he wrote to the court of Siam for cannon and ammunition, but he ex-

perienced a refulal. The Siamefe, fufpicious, were fearful of his becoming too power-

ful, and of their being dependant on a foreigner. Their diftruft fettered their pro-

teftor : it was to forge ihole very chains they feared to wear. The minifters replied,

that as the enemy was preparing to make an attack on the other fide of the city, they

wanted all the cannon they had to repulfe them.

The Englifliman, irritated at this infradtion of their promifes, refolved to abandon

a people who could neither fight themfelves, nor fupply their friends with the means

of defending them : but before he failed, he publiftied a kind of manifefto againft the

Siamefe Monarch to juftify his defertion. He lt'i;ied fix Chinefe vefl'els, one of which

was loaded c .1 the King's account j the other live came to trade at Siam, and were

ftopped in the gulph, where they wore much furprifed to find themfelves ftripped of

their effefbs. The Englifliman, to indemnify them for what he had taken, gave the

captains letters of exchange drawn on the King of Siam, to the amount of the thirty-

eight bales he had dep<ifited with him. After having thus fecured himfelf, he boldly

palled before his enemies, wlio, inftead of troubling,' his retreat, congratulated them-

felves on being freed from a rival who alone could hinder their fucceiV.

His departure railed the courage of the Brama>, who now onlv having to fight

againft effeminate men, every where carried defolation. The' pagodas became a

prey to the flames, and the lead they ftripped iram them ferved them to mak« balls.

The enemy, for a long time mailer of the country, had not allowed the lands to htr

fown • and, ulelefsly cruel, they even envied the Siamefe the bounties of iKuure,

But the fjuitfulnefs of the iod protlaced an r.bundant harveft. nr'ither the rewartl ni'

the labourer, nor the produce of fowing. The grains of rice which rfa** year before

had fallen ftom the hands ot the reapers, took rout, and came to naiuniy. This tin-
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expcdcd bounty was a great confolati'on to people threatened with famine. But what
ihouid have been a rcfourcc to them, was the taulo ot their misfortune : the inhabitants

being fpread over the fields to gather in the rice, were furprifed by the Bramas, who
led ihein captive to their camp.

While liu- Bramas, ipreiid through all the provinces, warred again ft man and nature

by their dcvaftations, the King and his I'uperftitious niinifters put all their trull in their

magicians. 'P. ofTiccrs and foldiors, led away by this example, confulted them on
the nic.ms to render tliemfiives ihvihblo, tliat they might attack the enemy without

being feen ; and the hopes of learning a fecrct which favoured their cowardice, pre-

vented thcni fioni expoliiig thcmfelves to fight till it had born revealed to them. The
illufion was fo flrong, that experience was unable to convince them of the vanity of

that lying art. 'I'he chiefs, as cowardly as the I'ubaltcrns, feemcd only to have taken

arms to turn them againfl thdr fellow citi v s. They difpofTefl'ed them of their

incncy and ccrn, under pretence c^f providing for the wants of the fbldier, to whoni

tlioy diflributcd but the mofl worthlefs portion of their plunder, and that trifling bounty

ferved them as a veil to cover their extortions.

A Siamele Prince, who had been exiled to Ceylon, was touched with the miferies

of his country. He forgot that he had been ill treated; ho was ftill powerful enough

to raife an army, which he had the generofity to ofl'er to his perfecutors. The court

of .Siam, too proud to accept the nrtlllance of a haniihed man, whofc zeal ccnfured his

injuries, rejected his offers with contempt, and inftead of feeking him as a proteftor,

fent feveral detachments againll him, which were fometimes viftorious, fometimes

defeated. This condud was the more imprudent, as it divided their forces at a time

when the army of the Bramas became every day ftronger by the junction of difcon-

tcnted Siamcfe.

It was in the month of March that the enemy's army advanced to within two leagues

of the city. It was arreflcd on its march by the death of the general, who was carried

off by a quincey. It was judged expedient to hide his death from the foldiers, and

the fecret was only difclofed by the diflentions which broke out among the chiefs, who
all wiflied to affume the command ; but ftum united by their thirft tor plunder, they

put themfelves in motion, to proceed to the pillage of the mofl celebrated and richefl

temple in thr- environs of the capital. They flattered themfelves with finding the foot

of an idol which was of maiTive gold ; but the King of Siam had the precaution to re-

move into his palace this monument of public worihip, which the barbarians, though

fuperflitious, would but have little rcfpecled.

The Bramas, irritated at being deprived of this prey, revenged themfelves on the

walls of the temple, which they demoliflied, and on its ruins ereflcd an edifice con-

Avratcd to profane ufes. The other pagodas built round the city were not fpared.

Thev were built with brick and Airroundcd with ditches, which appeared to defend

them from fire or the afi'aults of an enemy. The Chriflian churches, on the contrary,

were onlv conflruded of flakes and boards, lefs fit to proted them than to facilitate

the progrcfs of th; flames. But, in fpite of their weak Hate, they were maintained by

fhe vigilance and courage of thofc who had the charge of defending them ; and the

tnemy <lid not let a foot in them till after the Siamcfe and Chinefe had experienced

frequent defeats.

'ihe 7th of September, 1766, they got poffeflion of a very high tower, about three

furlonrs diflant from the royal city. '1 hey planted a battery of cannon on it, to bear

on the llrand, which made them abiolute mafters of the river. The danger becoming

luorL' prefiing, the Siamele had no hope but in the Chriftians, whofe heroic valour
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liad been proved in llic laft revolution. Thoy gave thoni tlic defence of the baftions

;

they granted thcni tliirty pieces of cannon, balls, and powkLv. Six tlioufand Ciiinefe

were orderc-d to defend the Dutcii fadory, and a larj; ; jiagoda contiguous to it ; and,

l)y a particular favour, they made them a prefent of rather better than four hundred

pounds fterling.

The Chridians were but eighty-four in number to defend ditferent pods, cxpofed

to the furprifals of a numerous army. This bravo militia were not trained to milii>uy

difci|>linc, nor to the ufo of am , a fword and mulk :t in iheir hands would have been

a I'ubjv'ct of djrifion in the eyc.i r" an Ktu'opean foldiiT. But notvvitiill.mding their

awkwardnefs, they wc-c the flower of the Siamefe army, and there was only the abufe

(if their courage to be appreheniled from them. The lirll days palVeil in Ikirmifhes,

but at length the enemy, having uniteil his forces, got polVcflion of live large temples,

\vhii.h were converted into i\^ many fortrcflfes, from whence they battered the advanced

works, and efpecially the church ofSt. Jofeph, the roof of which was Ihot through,

vitliout the lead, injury to the multitude afl'emblc! *.i
'

.

On the 8th of l)ee>.inber they were informed that the befiegers were preparing a

frcih alfiult. The Chrillians immediately marched out of the church with drums and

trumpets; they engaged, and made a great flat. "liter of the enemy, who were rather

vanquiilied by their frars than the arms ol the vJiriftians. This lirfl: fucccfs infpired

them with coura"--: to uecome the aggrcllors in thci turn: they attacked the Bramas,

who were cnirit < cd in a pagoda ; nothing could wuhftand them : they returned with

an elephant, a iMi.aant pledge of tiieir victory. Their name became formidable to the

tnemy and the boaft of their fellow citizens.

The Portuguefo, who tlwelt about two fliort leagues from the blfliop of Tabraca,

alfo gave ftriking proofs of their bravery ; they cut to pieces a number of Bramas who
had attempted to llorm their college. Confounded and diflicartcned at the ufeleiTnefs

of their attacks, they retired fdled with admiration ft)r this handful of Chridians, whom
they feared much more than lifty thoufand Sianu>f\ vho had neither the courage to

wait for them, nor to purfiic them in their retreat. It is true that thefe Chridians,

though more courageous, were not better difciplincd, and it was that fault which

caufrd the lofs of the French quarter. The guard was buried in a pi'bfound fleep,

when the Bramas, recovered from their fu-(l terror, fet fuv to the upper part of the

bilhop's quarter. The Chriftiaas took refuge in c: ,-ds in the churcli, where the

cr'js of the women and children aUiiounced a peril, m iionors of which were re-

doubled by the darkiiefs of the ni;^hr. One Chriltian, !:o had llraycd, was unmer-

cifully malVacred ; the others made an obdinate defence; and though furprifcd, they

appeared invincible. The enemy, every where repulfed, attempted an attack on the

Dutch quarter.

The reputation of their courage drew many Siaincfo and Chinefe to their quartci-,

who, under their (liaile, thougltt themrclvcs iheiter^d from the temped. All con-

tributed to the general defence : they railed walls on he ruins of deltroycd pyranuds :

the Chinefe found among thcni a great deal of filver : the Chridians had the leaden

gutters for their ihare, of which they made balls.

The city, ready to fall into the power of the Bramas, would have been buried in its

ruins, if they had not had recoirrfe to n.egociation to foften the befiegers, already armed
with torches to reduce it to adics. Tiie Bramas, pro'.'d of their fuperiority, replieil

that they had no other conditions to preicribe than for li.em to furrender at difcretion,

,iiid that they were determined to ufc all the riglits that vi'dory gave them. Such hard

laws were rejcftcd, and hodiliiies recommenced. On the 2Sth of April, 1767, the
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city was taken by affauU. The riclies of the palace and pagodas became a heap of
alhcs and ruins : the golileu images of the falfe gods were mehed, ami the blind rage
of thei'u barbarians dcpriv<.J them of the rewards which had awakened their cupidity.

Their own f"-' rcibocd them of their i;- • and to nvonge their lofs, th^y made their

rcfcntment i. . on the inhabitants, wh . \ ihoy burnt on the lolcs of their feet, to make
them difcover the places whr'e thc'r treafurc was hid. They violated the' 'veeping

daughters before their ey ...

The priclls, ful'pfftcd of concealing riches, were run through with da»is oi- lances,

and many were knoc'.od on the head with clubs : the field.s, a.s well as the pagodas,

were ftrewed with the dead : nothing was to be fei-n but carcafcs lloating down the

rivers, and the llench attraded fwarms of flies, who revenged the country by the ra-

vages thev caufed in the army during its retreat. The great officers of the kingdom,
and thi" Monarch's favourites, were loaded with irons and condemned to row in the

galleys. The King, witnefs of the miierics of his courtiers endeavoured to efcape the

horrcjrs of their fate ; but he was difcovered, and maflacred at the gate of his palace.

The King, prii tl-torn from the fdence of his retreat, was led captive with the Princes

and Prince fles of his blood ; and all, through fear of death, owned they had con^ ealcd

treafures. When the avarice of the enemy found nothing furt'ier to glut itfelf with,

.ind the country only prefentod the fpectacle of the dead and tlie dying, the viftorious

army began its marcli towards Pegu. It led in its train the King of Siam, who, inftead

of cour(iers, had only the companions of his captivity, lefs wretched than himfelf, as

they had not fallen from fuch a height. The bilhop of Tabraca, included in the gc-

neral misfortune, was put on board a galle/. The detachment that guarded him was
commanded by a man who had nothing of the barbarian in him. His courage and
fervices had procured him the government of lavail, a port of truft, which juflified

the difcernmcnt of the mailer in the choice of a fervant.

CHAP. X^' III '- Scqufl of the Revolution of 1767.

AS foon as the army <''l tie Bramas had evacuated the kingdom it had jufl con-

quered, the wanderirig aiad dHi'ej .ed Siamefe emerged from the woods that had ferved

tiiem for retreats, and, unitinj;, they approached theii* capital. Animated with ven-

geance and the rccollcNftion of their misfortunes, they every where carried defolation :

tliey facrificed every one of the Brama? they could meet with. But the blood of thuir

opprtfl'ors with which they were imbrued could not alleviate the horrors of famine

whi'.'h raged among them. Rice was f'o dear that it had ceafed to be a refourco : they

were reduced to feed on wild roots and bamboo fpro\its, which fhoot up out of the

earth like the afparagus of Europe. 'I'hey were Ukewife afllided with a fmgular dif-

order j thole who were attacked by it lofl their memory and fpeech : they became
delirious, but at intervals had lucid moments^ which made them more feverely feci

the horrors of their fituation.

The Siamefe, though united by .i thirft for vengeance, were divided among them-

felves by the ambition of the command. Phaia-'i'ha^, a Siamefe officer, born of a

Chinefe, had attracted the eyes of the nation. Equally pohtic and warlike, ho paved

the way to his greatnefs by alFefting to dcfpife it. He was called to the command by

the unanimous voice of the nobles and people. At firft he only afTumed the modcft

title of defender of the nation ; and covering his ambitious views with the veil of mo-
deration, would only appear as citizen that he might really be King. Armed with

the fuprcme power, he had the policy to obtain allies, perfuadcd that the people,

6 incoiiflant

inroi

deftr

rc/pe

E>
multi

Ihem
them,

tion c

fruits

reput;

tribiii]

were \

would
his pai

the go
Phai

firft di

fevere

dom.
a great

the iiu!

the rice

had fall

potatoe,

fh'es and
troubldi

It wa
pa/Iionai

genera 1

1

I'oreigni

had denj

Were rcj

nif])td al

tuted f'oiT

fanquiill

not be cl

On ti

had fenti

fire and!
make th<

contrivcc

exterior. I

nppearanl

attached

l^ypocritil

they beef
arms to



them-

•n of a

paved

land by

modelt

of mo-

ed with

.coiillant

HISTORY OF 81AM. 65,3

inconflant in their affciSti'ons, quickly pafs from love to hatred, and delight in

deflroying theii own work, as foon as ever that the mafter they cr^^^ted ceafes to

relpcd their caprices.

ExjH-rience h;ul taught hitn that the pricfts, abufing their power over the ignorant

muhiiude, fomented revolts and popular commotions. lie concriviil a hatred for

I hem which he took no pains to conceal. He looked upon the veneration paid

tluin, as a diminution of his power, and this competifi< u made him defire th • extinc-

tion of thefe religious idolators, who, poor by profefl. m, enjoyed in indolence I he

fiuits f the labour of the artifan and cultivator. A S. inci.it, who enjoyed a high

reputation, was accufcii of incontinence. Phaia Thdh made him appear before his

tril uial, anil condemned him to undergo the proof by fire. The folcj of his feet

wen wounded by the burning co.ils, a ' this w^s a proof that he was guilty. lie

iim! ceHions had not obtained

5uld be an opprobrium, and
difgraccd.

hitecis of his grcatncf:; to the

•he Bramas, he denoinced
!s of rebtllion in the kiiif;-

[
jor. A drought had cauicd

would have been fcntenccd to lofe his head if'

his pardon, under the fpccious pretence, thai

the ^ods would be lefs refpeftin en their "i.:ii"

Phaia-Thac elevated all thofe wno had 1

firfl dignities of the Hate. An implacable enti.

fevere puuifliment on their partifans, who fowed
dom. In 1769 he (liewcd his benevolence towards

a great fcarcity, the general confequence of war, which fufpends labour, and flackens

the induftry of the hulbandiran. Deftruclive rats had not waited the ripening of

the rice to devour it : the feeds had been dtflroyed in the earth, radiflies ;\i .1 herbs

had fallen their prey. The relburcc of the yam had failed, which is a kind of
potatoe, fo large, that fometimes one is as much as a man can carry. Swarms of

ilies and gnats, attracted by the fmell of the dead bodies, darkened the air, and made
troubleibme warfi>re with the living.

It was under thefe deplorable circumflanccs that Phaia-Tha^ difclofed his com-
paflionate difpofition. The poor did not long pine in want. The public treafury,

generally exhaufted to fupport luxury, was opened for the relief of the wretched,

i'oreigncrs for ready money furnifhed thofe produtlions which the foil of the country

had denied. The ufurper by his bounty jullified the titles of his greatnefs. Abufes
were reformed : fccurity was re-cftablilhed. Frequent and bloody executions pu-

niflicd and prevented crimes. '1 he law which never creates murmurrers, was fubfli-

tuted for arbitary power, which fooner or later makes rebels. In fecuring the public

tranquillity he ftrengthened his ufurped power ; and his right to the throne could

not be contefted, if it fell to the lot of him who only fought the public good.

On the firft intelligence of the revolt of the Siainefe, the King of the Bramas
had fent orders to the governor of Tavail to enter that rebellious kingdom with

fire and fword, and to augment his army with the inhabitants of his city, to

make them the inftruments of the- entire ruin of their country. Thefe people had
contrived 10 difguife their hatred againlt their new opprefTors, under an aftcftionate

exterior.

I'he general only took a fmall number of Bramas with him, bccaufe, deceived by
appearances, he had put all his truft in the Siamefe, who he thought were fincerely

attached to him. It was not long before he found he had been the dupe of their

hypocritical zeal. lie detached them againft the city of Beancham, and as foon as

they became maffers of it, they (hut the gates, and declared they had only taken up
arms to ufe them againft their opprcilbrs. They turned the cannon of the place againlt

thofe
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thofe who till then had been their companions. The general abandoned by thcCo

traitors, if that name fliould be given to the avengers of their country, every where
fought for provifions, and every where he found enemies. The fields themfeivcs were
rebellious to his wilhcs, and refufed to fupply his wants. The Bramas in their laft

irruption, had dripped them of their fruit-trees. The beafls of burthen, who found

nothing to feed on in thefe plains, which only prefented heaps of nfhes, difperfed

to feek their food clfewhere. At length the army had only provi lions for three

days. A longer perfeverance would rather have been obftinacy than heroic forti-

tude. The general thought he ought to preferve the lives of the reft of the men
cntruftcd to his care ; he therefore made a retreat, which had nothing difgraceful

in it, becaufe it was ncccflary. As foon as he arrived at' Tavail, he informed his

niafter of the bad fuccefs of his expedition, the failure of which he threwcn the defedjon

of his artny.

The King of Ava, humbled to experience reverfes Ir a country which had been ihs

theatre of his triumphs, meditated theimolt cruel vengeance. But when he preparetl
'

to mai'ch againft it in perfon to realize his threats, he was prevented in the execution

«)f his projecls by difputes he had with the Chinefe, of which this was the caufe or at

lead the pretence.

I'he Bramas, after having laid wafte the kingdoms of Pegu, Siam, and Aracan,

declared war againft the Chinefe, under pretence of taking revenge of a fmall nation

of what they called barbarians, but -vho were lefs fo thanthemfelves. This oblcure people,

and who were latisficd to remain fo, lived in forefts which feparate the kingdom of

Ava from the empire of China, wliere, confining themfelves to the produdions of an
ungrateful foil, they had no ambition to attempt the liberty of their neighbours. This

wild nation, which knew no other wealth than its independance, feemed by its poverty

to be free from ever tempting the avarice of a conqueror. The Kings of Ava, had
?lways been its protectors, and it had fubmitted to pay them a fmall trbute. But the

Cafliens, poor and haughty, feeing all the neighbouring kingdoms agitated with

foreign and domeftic wars, wiflied to free themfelves from a tribute which was Icfa

burthcnfome than humiliating. It was in 1 749, that they declared they no longer

needed any protedors, that their forefts were their ftrongeft ramparts, and that their

courage had taught them to brave every thing and fear nothing.

For fome time they enjoyed their natural independance ; but when the kingdom of

Ava had i-egained its original fplendour, they found themfelves inceifantly interrupted

by the Bramas, whofe frequent irruptions ravaged their lands, which of themfelves

fcarcely furniflied the means of fupplying their moderate wants. To be proteded from

their tyranny, they fought the alliftance of a neighbouring Chinefe King, who alone

could proted them, and who was interefted in their defence, becaufe they were a

barrier between him and thofe brigand*.

While a torrent of Bramas inundated the kingdom of Siam, another fwarm of thefe

barbarians fpread themfelves into the provinces of China, where without meeting with

any refiftance they feized foveral ftrong places, the inhabitants of which were all put

to the fword.

On hearing of fo many evils, the governor of Canton raifcd an army to free the

country from fo terrible a fcourge ; but the news of his march made the Bramas retire

to their own country, to depofit their booty, and get reinforcements.

Some time after the Chinefe engaged with advantage on the river, but the triitTiph

was followed hy the molt fangulnary revcrfe. Their army was cut to pieces j 100,000

men



j,
HISTORY OF BIAM. 6^$

men were led captive to Ava, from whence they were difperfed into the different pro-

vinces of the kingdom, to labour at the public works.

The defeat of the Chinefe was a lofs eafily repaired. The Emperor affembled an

army of 500,000 combatants, which he deftined to carry defolation among the enemy's

poffeffions. The King of Ava, too weak to oppofefuch a torrent, aflembled the troops

from all the provinces into the capital. All the inhabitants of the country contiguous

to China abandoned their property ; the country was become a defert, laid wafte

by its former inhabitants, who wifhed to deprive their enemy of the means of fubfift-

ing. At the commencement of 1769 the movements of the enemy were not yet

known, who could not penetrate to Ava, without being cxhaufted by famine and
diftrefs. No intelligence could be received till the month of Oftober of this prefent

year 1771.
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^* A DESCRIPTION OF THE KINGDOM OF TONQUIiEN.

By S. BARON, a Native theretf*.
'

,

CHAP. I.— Tavernieris Account of Tonqueen animadverted on,

THE kingdom of Tonqueen has been difcovered by the Portuguefe above a hundrpd

and twenty yearsfince, and the relations that Padre Martin and Alexander de Rodes,

both jefuits, give of it, is in general more true than this of Taverniere ; for what

contradiftions we find in them may be imputed to the alteration of things by mutation

of time.

Taverniere talks of eleven or twelve voyages his brother made to Tonqueen, from

Achien, Batavia and Bantam ; on the cociidence of whofe relation, together with

what he enquired of the bonzes, or priefts, that came while he was at Bantam, he

has compiled hi« hiftory, as fabulous and full of grofs abfurdities as lines.

For firft, the Tonqueenefe have no bonzes or priefts, however they came to Bantam

and Batavia ; and then he faith, when the Tonqueenefe make voyages they take their

wives and femilies with them ; I fuppofe he means thofe voyages they make on the

river of Tonqueen, from one village to an other, but for foreign voyages, they are

altogether unacquMnted with them, unlefs it be feme few of the poorer fort that go

to attend ftrangers, or are forced otherwife for a livelihood. He notes how the

Tonqueenefe were raviflied with admiration, when he fhewed tht hi? Atlas, and

fome particular maps about the compofure and ftrudlure of the v world, and its

feveral kingdoms and dates, which they heeded as much as a world ii. .. v moon. Neither

can I hear of a Taverniere that has made eleven or twelve voyages to Tonqueen on his

own account : only thus much I have heard, that there has been one Taverniere, a

purfer in the Dutch fervice, and once in Tonqueen.

He commends, his brother for a perfon of courage i-nd cunning, how jullly I cannot

tell ; but this I am fure, he has ufed but little cordiality, and lefs fincerity, notwith-

Aanding all his protellations, m his account of 'J'onqueen : he magnifies the great

fums ot money his brother always carried with him, when he went on that voyage,

but it is too well known what a purfer in the Dutch fervice can do, and what they are

allowed to do ; hindering fo ftridly the private trade.

He talks of a large prefent he gave the King and Prince, together with his favourable

reception and familiar converfation with them ; if this be true, I fay the Tonqueenefe

are much degenerated ;
yet it cannot be denied, that ftrangers at their firft entrance

into this country, had, in many refpefts, better ufage than at prefent ; but not fo as

•Churchill's Col. Vol. vj.

to
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to permit thcmfclvcs to play with a foreigner the good companion : at this time they

keep their diilancc to all Grangers, making but fmall account of them. To kifs the

King's hand is not the Tonqueen mode, much lefs permitted to ftrangcrs : and when
he fpoke the Malayan language fo fluently, he might as well have fpoken French to

them, that underftood not a word of either. When he played amongft thofe lords,

I wonder what game it was that he loft fo many thoufand crowns at, as he mentions

;

but it is moft to be admired, that a calf and two jars of Tonqueen arrack, the ufual

largefs and liberality of this King, (water diftilled out of rice) ihould fupply his great

lolTes. He farther tells you, that by the great familiarity his brother had at court,

and by the frequent difcourfes he had with a great many Tonqueenefes, (who never

llir out of the country, however he met them at Bantam and Batavia) he laid the

foundation of his work, which is both faithful and exaft. Furthermore he faith, no
other confideration than the fpcaking of truth has invited him to undertake this re-

lation, all which being notorious confadidUons and falfe tales, (Iiame indeed the author

the more.

Our author, as all other Europeans, terms and intitles the general of Chova, King,

becaufe he diipofes of the kingdom at his pleafure, receiving all foreign ambalTadors,

except that of China. However this is a miftake, for they have their King or Bova,

though he fignifies no more than a cypher, as will be noted in feveral places of this

relation.

He not only vaunts of his cuts, which he fays were drawn on the place, and will

contribute much to the divertifement of the reader, but alfo praifes for its exaflnefs

the map which he gives of the country ; than which nothing can be more falfe, for

compare it with our fea draughts, it will plainly appear what it is: but as fabulous

ftories and fidions, invented at pleafure, are pleafmg only to the ignorant, fo it is

moft certain, the ingenious reader will blame him for promifing fo much, and ufing

fo little probity in his hiftory.

CHAP. II.— Of the Situation and Extent of Tonqmai.

WE have no more rcafon to admire why our predeceflbrs had no earlier know-
ledge of this kingdom than they had of that of China, becaufe its difcovery was fome-

thing pofterior to that ; for the Portuguefe had no fooncr difcovered the laft, but they

fent out fliips to vifit this alio.

It is true, this kingdom was a province of China formerly, and pays tribute ftill

to that Emperor : but that was not the rcafon why we had no fooner knowledge

thereof, coiiiidcring thcfe people have been governed by their native Princes for

above thele four hundred years without interruption, which was long before the Por-

tuguefe came to make their difcoverics in India. Ihe true reafon I'ccnis to be, that

the people did never (tir abroad, nor do yet, for commerce or other aflbciation ; and

they fomcwhat affect in this the Chinefe vanity, thinking all other people to be bar-

barous, ijnitating their government, learning, characters, &;c. yet hate their perlbns.

I do not know why 'I'averniere faith moft people fliould believe this country to be

ill a very hot climate, coalidering it is fituated under the tropic, and fome part of it

more to the northward ; neverthelefs he aflirms it to be very temperate, by reafbn of

tlie great numbers of rivers (and altogether free from tliofe find hills, and barren

mountains, that caufe fiich heat in Commaroan, and other places in the gulph of Perfia)

that water it, together with the rain that falls in its I'eafon ; whereas the truth thereof

is, that the rainsj indeed, geiierally fall in the months of May, June, July, and

VOL. IX. 4 P Auguft,
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Auguft, and fometimes fooncr, which moifton the ground, but caufe no frefh breezes

at all ; on the contrary, the faid two months of July and Auguft make the weather

here unfufFerably hot. Doubtlefs the country would be plentiful in fruits, were there

not fo many inhabitants, who living by rice chiefly, find therefore the greater neceffity

to cultivate what ground they have with that grain, not negleding the leaft fpot.

To the north-eaft of this kingdom lies the province of Canton ; to the weft it is

bounded by the kingdoms of Laos and the Bowes ; to the north it borders on two

other provinces of China, Junam and Quanci, or Ai ; to the fouth and fouth-eaft on
Cochin-China. The climate is temperate and wholefome from September till March,

fometimes very cold in January and February ; though froft and fnow are never feea

here : the months of April, May and June, are not fo healthful, both becaufe of the

rains and fogginefs of the air, and the fun's coming to the zenith : but June, July, and

Auguft are exceffive hot months. The winds are here divided between the north and

the fouth for fix and fix months ; the country is delightful from May till Auguft, the

trees being then in their verdure, and the fields all covered with paddy, very pleafant

to the beholders.

The great winds that are called amongft our feamen the hurricanes, and known
here by the name of Tanftbons, reign on this and the adjacent coafts, and the feas

thereof are very terrible, but the time of their coming is very uncertain, fometimes

once in five or fix years, and fometimes in eight or nine ; and though this wind is

not known in other oriental feas by that name, and with that exceflive violence, yet

that which is called the Elephant in the bay of Bengal, and the coaft of Coromandel,

is not much inferior to this ; and the fad effeds thereof are but too often experienced

by the feamen. I cannot find an aftronomer in all Tonqueen, to a(k from whence thefe

winds fliould proceed, fo I cannot afGrni that they are caufed by the exhalations of the

mines of Japan.

As for the extent of the country, which he makes equal to that of France, it is a

frofs miftake, for this kingdom is reckoned by men experienced, not to be much
igger than Portugal ; but may be thought to contain four times the number of inha-

bitants. Tavemiere makes its limits unknown, forgetting that he had fo lately de-

fcribed the borders and extent thereof.

As for iflands belonging to this kingdom, there are feveral in the bay of Tonqueen,
the chief whereof is called by the natives Twon Bene, and by the Dutch Rovers Ifland.

It is fituated in the latitude of 19 degrees 15 minutes north ; is long one and a half,

and broad half a league at moft, the better part high land, and diftant from the main
one league, between which and the main fea (hips may pafs, as the Dutch did formerly,

but the navigator niuft obferve to keep the ifland fide aboard, within a mulket fliot

;

where you will find fix, feven, and feven and a half fathoms, ouzy ground. On the

fame fide of the ifland, which is its weft part, are two fniall bays, ihe nor;iiernmoft

has a finall pearl bank, but not rich ;
yet none dare to fifh here without the King's

fpecial grant. In both the bays there is fweet water, which we found to be exceeding

good, and efteemcd the beft we tafted there. At the fouth-weft point of tliis ifianJ

is a ridge of rocks, extending from the faid point one hundred paces into ilie fea,

and may be difcovered at half ebb, by the breach thereon ; for the reft, a clear

coaft.

'J owards the north-weft, is a fair bay, three fathoms and a half, and four fathom
water, clay ground ; here refort many fifhing boats, befides what appertain to this

village, whofc inhabitants I compute between three or four hundred pcrfons, moft
fifhcrmcn.

In
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In this ifland is the walch-hoiife general, which is a place of the greatell profit in

The kinj;doni oF Tonqucen : for all trading boats, cither to the province of 'i'iagw ay

or Guian, or from thence to tlu.- north, nm(t Hop here and pay cultoni, vi/,. for a

large boat about the value of a dollar and a half, with fome prefents for the waiters,

the reft proportionable ; fo that the culloms of this place cannot yield L'fs than a mil-

lion of dollars per annum.
As for the groimd, it i;; flony and niountaiiiouf^, therefore not proper to manure

;

cattle we faw but few, though the hihabitants told us of many antelopes that fh^iltircd

atnongfl: the rocks and flirubs of the mountaii'.s, lb that rice and other provilions for

fuflenance, arc brought hither from the adj;\cent fliore. Some good regulations

would make this place plentiful, and with fmnll expence this port might be made a

good one.

For cities and towns, excepting that of C'a-cho, there are not above two or three

in the whole kingdom of any note. As for aldeas or villages, queftionlcfs the num-
ber is great, and more than I can exadtiy aflirm, or any man elfe that hath not made
it his bufinefs to inquire after them ; neither is it an eafy matter to find the truth

thereof: the city of Ca-cho is the metropolis of Tonqucen, lieth in the latitude 21 de-

grees north, about forty leagues from the fea, and may, for its capacioufnefs, be com-
pared with many cities in Afia, and fuperior to moll for populoufnefs, efpecially on
the ift and 15th of their new moon, being their market days, or grand bazar

j

when the people from the adjacent villages flock thither with their trade, in fuch

numbers as is almofl: incredible ; feveral of the ftreets, though broad and fpacious,

are then fo crowded that one finds enough to do if he can fometimes advance

through the multitude a hundred paces in half an hour. Every difterenf commodity

fold in this city is appointed to a particular ftreet, and thefe ftreets again allotted to

one, two, or more villages ; the inhabitants whereof are only privileged to keep (hops

in them, much in the nature of the feveral companies or corporations in European

cities. The courts of the King, General, Princes, &c. grandesa and high courts of

juftice, are kept here, of which I can only fay they ftand on large trads of ground : the

principal ftrufture makts but a mean appearance, being built of wood, the reft of

their houfes of bamboos and clay, not well compacted ; few of brick, except the fac-

tories of ftrangers, which outvie the reft. Stupendous, indeed, are the triple walls of

the old city and palace ; for by the ruins they appear to have been ftrong fabrics

with noble large gates, paved with a kind of marble ; the palace to have been about

fix or feven miles in circumference ; its gates, courts, apartments, &c. teftify amply

its former pomp and glory. In this city is likewife quartered a formidable militia, to be

ready on all occafions ; and here alio ftands the King's arfenal or magazine for war,

feated on the bank of the river, near a fandy ifland, on which the I'hecadaw is kept,

as hereafter will be mentioned. This river is called by the natives Songkoy, or the

head river ; it rifos in China, and after it has rolled many hundred leagues, it paflTes

here and difgorgeth itfelf in the bay of Aynam, by eight or nine mouths, moft of

them navigable for veflels of fmall draught. This river is exceeding commodious

for the city, fince all forts of merchandize are brought hither as to the epitome of the

kinj^doin, by an infinite number of boats trading up and down the country
;

yet they

have their houfes in their refpedtive aldeas, and do not live altogether in their boats,

as Tavrnicrc reports, but when they are voyaging.

4 P CHAP.
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CHAP. III. — 0/thc Nature and Prodadions of the Kingdom of Tonqueen.

'I'HIS country is for the tnoft part low and flat, not unlike the United Provinces,

crpecially for its moats and banks. The hills make the frontiers towards the north-

wed and fouth : it is watered by one fpecial river, which difgorgcth itfelf into the fca

by many branches, mod of them navigable for (hips of mean burthen. Thefe rivers

fwarin with boats and large barks, which make it very commodious for traders : in^

deed in this country grows neither corn nor wine, which is not occafioned by the want

of rain, for both of them require rather dry than wet ground ; but by reafon the inha-

bitants do not much care for them, as being ignorant of their goodnefs, and therefore

do not plant them. Rice indeed is the chief fudciiancc of thefe people, and the

country produces fuflicient quantities thereof; and if this grain would have grown
only by the rains of the months of June and July, we fhould not have experienced the

fad effects of a mod dreadful and calamitous famine, that fwept away fo many millions

of fouls in thefe two preceding years.

From the rice they didil a liquor called arrack, but much inferior to aqua vitge.

Their ploughs, and the manner of ufing them, are much after the Chinefe fafliion

defcribed in the hidory of China : the paddy they tread out with their feet, wherein
their practice has made them very expert.

The fruits are equally good in their kinds with thofe of other oriental countries, but

their oranges far exceed all that I have taded. What Tavcrniere calls a palm tree is

indeed a cocoa nut ; the pulp within is white, and tades fomething like an almond :

this fruit is fo plentiful in Siam, that they lade fhips with the oil that is made of the

faid pulp to fupply their neighbours, which is ufed to burn in lamps.

The liquor thereof is very cold and pleafant enough, but reckoned bad for the

nerves : qucdionlefs it is the mod ufeful tree that is found in India, ferving for meat,

drink, cloathing, firing, building. Sec.

The grava is a fruit much like his defcription, but he is mightily out in the efFeds

thereof ; for whether green or ripe it is always binding, but not ufually eaten green.

The papay is a fruit indeed refcmbling a melon, and fomewhat of the tade, not

unpUafant.

The arreak, called by the Malays pcnang, grows draight upright, bearing no branch,

but at the top like a crown, the fruit of which is in bignefs like a large pigeon's

egg, which mod Indians ufe to eat with the leaf called beetle by the Portuguefe, and
fera by the Malays. It is good to fweeten the breath, faden the teeth, and revive the

fpirits : in chewing, the juice thereof turns red ; it is fo much in ufe that they think

they do not make their friends welcome without prefenting them with a difh of it.

The Tonqueenefes, Siamefes, Malays, and Javas had rather lofe a third of their diet

tiian be without it. They have a fig called by them hungs, in tade fomething like a
carrot, but much more pleafant, not at all like our European figs.

The other fort, called bonana, or plantain, which he calls Adam's figs, fome are

in length about a fpan, fome lefs.

The highways are here and there befet with trees and many (heds, where they fell

tea and beetle, &c., very commodious for travellers ; and for thofe exceeding great
trees, that fliade fo many thoufands of men, called the baman tree, I cannot contradift
him ; but what I have feen at Swallow, Marcene, at Surat, far exceed any of thofe
in bignefs.

9 la
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In this country we have the fruit Icchea, called bcjay by the natives, in great plenty^

wliich indeed no where elfe comes to maturity but in the latitude from 20 to 30 degrees

north. It grows on high trees ; the leaves refemble fomewhat the laurel ; the fruits,

in cluders on the branches, (hew like fo many hearts, of the bignefs of a fmall hen
egg ; when ripe of a crimfon colour ; the fhcll thin and rough, yet cafy to be pulled

ort"; the kernel is full of a white juicq. This fruit is of an excellent tafte, and moft
pleafant to the fight, but it does not lad above forty days in feal'on: the time of its

maturity is April, about when the general will caufe his chiaop or feal to be fixed on
moft trees of the beft Ie:heas in the country, belong they to vvlioin they will, which
obliges the owner not only not to meddle with his own, but alfo to watch narrowly
that others do not touch them, which would be to his peril, fince it is ingroffed by tht'

court, who allow him nothing for his fruit or pains.

The fruit called jean, or lungung Cthat is, dragon's eggs, by the Chinefe), is very

plentiful here : the tree much as the former ; the kernel white, but exceeding lufcious
;

the fruit round, and lefs than a fmall plum ; the (kin not rough, of a pale olive

colour, and near to a withered leaf. This fruit, though it pleafes many of the 1 on-

queenefes, yet it is reckoned hot and unwholefome. The feafon is May, and lafts till

July.

The na, or as the Portuguefe call it, annona pampelmoor, and two or three forts of

plums, with other kinds of Indian fruits (except durrions, which will only grow in

hot countries, that is, from Siam towards the fouth, as Mallaya, Mallacam, Java, &c.),

are to be found here. But what exceeds all I have tafted in other parts of that kind

is the jaca, or myte, in Tonqueen : this is the largeft fruit I think in the world

;

and, becaufe of its bignefs, provident nature has placed its growth on the ftock or

body of the tree ; not on the branches, left it fliould not be fufllcient to bear the

burthen. The Ikin, when green, is very hard, but ripe, of a yellow colour, and
eafy to be cut with a knife. There are feveral forts of them ; but that which eats

dryeft, without flicking either to the fingers or lips, is the beft and plcafantcft. The
greateft part are of a flimy fubftance, and, as it were, a yellow pap covers the nuts,

which lie in little holes. Some of the poorer people will boil or roaft the nuts and eat

them, which have a kind of tafte like our chefnuts, but are reckoned hurtful to the

lungs.

Taverniere tells a long ftory of the rare mice that are in this country of many forts,

yet I never was at a feaft of any, and therefore am no competent judge of their dainti^

nefs : I know the Portuguefe eat them phyfically in feveral diftempcrs.

I'he next thing to be taken notice of is a particular kind of bir^ "
rjefts, which indeed

are in great efteem among the Indians, and kept at a great price, n ing taken as great

reftoratives, and by fome counted ftimulaters to venery ; but Taverniere faith they are

not to be found but in the four iflands of Cochin-China, A. B. C. D., which I am fure

is a great miftake ; neither do I know thofe iflands, or of any birds* nefts to be found

in Cochin-China. The birds which make thefe nefts are lefs than fwallows.. As to

the form and figure of thefe birds' nefts, they arc much as he defcribcs them, and the

greateft quantities of them come from Jehor, Reho, Pattany, and other Malayan

countries ; but that they are, when boiled, of that exceeding fragrance and odorifer-

oufnefs as he pretends, is a fidtion. Thefe nefts are laid to foak in warm water two-

hours, then pulled out in ftrings, the fmaller the better, and fo ftcwed with hens,

pigeons, or any other flefh, with a little water : in ftcwing they diflolve almoft to a jelly,

without either tafte or fmell.

And

I-.
--'
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And ns M. Trivornuro is vny erroneous in hi-; imp, fo I Jo n.it kr.ow, nor Imvc I

heard of tliofv' iflands i, 2, 3, 4, and 5, that allnrd, n.^ he fayM, tiicli inlirii'c luim-

bers of tortoilcs. 'I'ho ^ondnefs of thofaid turtlt-s is riitHi i luly known to onr Kii^iilli

foamen in tlu-ir homoward-hoimd voya^tjs ; but tliat iIk- 'romiU'.'rncfo or (lociiiii-

Chini'fc ilo not bclicvo that thoy h ivu cntiTt linnl their fri'nd > at a banquet a.! th('\

ought till thi' tortuil'o is brnr^ht in is aho;.>M!iiT lal-'ilou*? j tor whi-n v/e \v;tc at the

ifiand 'I'evan Bono, or, acrordinp; to the Dnlili, Rovr's lUind, a tortoifL* of alinut

twenty pounds wci;:^ht was broirjh.t to thr culloui-iiour', wIi'Tc I lod;.^d, to b-.' fold,

and the 'ronquct-nde not curin;^ io biiv it, 1 liad it lor u finall niatt<'r. iMorcovir,

coming from Siam . I touchi-d at I'ulo I 'hi, whi?rc uiv marincMw took t'wn or fix very

large tortoifcs, and brou^iht tlicm on board, but fh" 't'onqurnfCo tbaincn that wtc
vith nie (who wcro iMTupciipd to take up that cinphiy bccnur." ot tiv j;reat famine tli.ii

ravaged ih 'ir couiitrv) would not touch thiin ; ntithiT do I know, as lie aflerts, thai

any of thofo tortoil'es arc wont to be pickled by cither of thole two nations, or that

there is any connnerce carried on therewith anii>n<;il them ; therefore I wonder Ik^w

M.'ravernicre could dream of a var between them, merely on account of catching them.

Toiiqucen alFords no great flore of ananas, or pine-apples. 'J'h.' citrons he men-

tions are not alt(\t^cth"r fo large as thofeof l".urupr, which look green belwrc they are

ripe, and being mature look yellow.

They make good Iforc of filks in the kingdom of Tonqueen, of which both rich

and poor make themfclves garments, fince they can purcliafe them as cheap almod a«

t)utlandifh callicocs.

As for fweet-fmelling flowers, thou-'h I do not profefs myfcif a florift, yet I know
above two forts in Totiquecn j but what he calls the bayne I cannot fhiell out : for,

fi;ft, there is a beautiful rofe, of a white c<dour mixed with purple, and another of

alir.ofl the fame kind, red and yellow ; it grows on a bufli without prickles or thorns,

but has no (cent.

The flower, that is nothing elfe but a bud, and refembles a caper, but much lefler,

fmells as fragrant and odoriferous as any flower I know, and will retain the fcent above

a fortnight though off the tree : the ladies of the court ufe it amongll their wearing

apparel.

The Indian lily grows here as in feveral other parts of India ; the fliape fomewhat

refembles the European lily, but is a great deal lefs ; it grows on a pretty high tree,

is of a white colour, and yields a good fcent, though a little faintifli.

Here is a fmall flower, fnow white, in fcent like jeflamine, but more vigorous ; it

grows on a low tree, or rather flirub. In Perfia there arc fuch great quantities of it,

that thoy load whole fliips with the water diftilled from it. Thefe flowers being of no

great efleem among the natives I (hall pafs them by.

Hire are great plenty of fugar-canes, but they have no great fliill to refine the fugar

they make from them ; however, they do it after their manner, and ufe it, but not

after meals, as Taverniere faith, for concoftion.

Tigers and harts are here, but not many apes in great plenty : of cows, ho':;s, hens,

ducks, geefe, &c. there is no want. Their horfes are fmall, but very mettlefome and

lively ; and were it not that they are fo feldom rode, and kept too tender, they might
be of good ufe and fit for fervice.

Their elephants are all trained up for war, and are not of that prodigious bignefs

he wouM make one believe, for I have feen larger in Siam ; neither are they nitubler

than other elephants that arc taught to lie down for tiie rider to mount.

They
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They have many cats, but no great moufers, which defe£l is pretty well fupplied by
their dogs, which are fit fur littlo clfe.

Birds here are not many, hut wild-fowl in abundance.

Near the fea-fide and in the city they have a great many mufquetoes, but in the

country they are not fo much troubled with them : thofe that will be free of them
mud either Anokc their rooms or lie in clofe curtains, made of thin filkfl for that pur-

pofe. The cold northern wind drives then\ away, and frees the country of thofe tor-

mentors for a while.

What he faith nf the white emmets is true : this vermin !s very mifchlevous ; in

Slam hardly any houfe is free from them, fo that merchants are forced to make
hearfes, and to rub the feet thereof with oil of earth (which fcent they cannot endure),

in order to fecure their merchandize.

The way of pickling hen or duck eggs, as Tavemiere defcribes, is true, but thefe

eggs ferve only for fauces, and not to be eaten otherwife.

They

CHiiP. IV.— Of the Ricbcsy Tradc^ and Money of the Kingdom of Tonqueen,

THE chief riches, and indeed tlie only ilaple commodity, is filk, raw and wrought

:

of the raw the Portuguefe and Cadilians in former days, the Hollanders lately, and at

prefent the Chinefc, export good quantides to Japan, &c. : of their wrought filks the

Englifh and Dutch expend the mofi.

This kingdom has no lignum aloes at all but what is imported by foreign traders.

Mulk we have here, brought from Bowes and China annually ; fomeumes the quan-

tity of iive or fix peculls, foinetimes lefs ; neither have they any gold but what comes
from China. Their filver is brought in by Englifh, Dutch, and Chinefe trading to

Japan. They have iron and lead mines which dibrd them juft enough of thofe mi-

nerals to ferve their occafions.

Their domeftic trade confids in rice, fait fi(h, and other fuftenance ; little raw and
wrought filk for their own wear. They likcwife drive a commerce with Bowes and
Ai, though with no great profit, by reafon of high expences and l:irge prefents to the

eunuchs, who command the avenues ; nor do the Chinefe that paJs thofe ways fare

better, being often ex.'^fted upon, and fometimes ftripped of all they have by the

ravenous mandareens. And fmce it is one of the policies of the court not to make
the fubjeds rich, left thty fhoulJ be proud and ambitious, and afpire to greater mat-

ters, the King connives at thofe difordcrs, and oppreifes them with heavy taxes and

impofitions ; and (hould he know that any perfons were to exceed the ordmary means

of a private fubjeCt, they would incur the danger of lofing all on fome pretence or

other ; which is a great difcouragenient to the induftrious, and neceflitatos them to

bury their wealth, having no viieans to improve it.

As for foreign tradLrs, a m ^v comer I'utFers, bvllJcs hard ufage in his buying and

felling, a thoufand incoavoniences ; and no certain rates on merchandizes imported,

or exported being inipufad, the infatiable mandareens caule the ihips to be rummaged,

and take what commodities may likely yield a price at their own rates, ufing the

King's name to cloak their griping and villanous extortions, and for all this there is

no remedy but patience.

Yet ftrangers that arc experienced here are lefs fubjeft to thofe irregularities and

oppreflions, efcaping their clutches, though not without fome trouble and coft : in a

word, the Tonqueen trade is at prefent the moft faftidious in all India, wherefore I

wonder our author fliould fay it is a great pleafure to deal with them ; for if you bar-

II gain

;
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gain lor any thlnp;, ami are likely to lol** ihcn-by, you are Aire to bear llu' lofs. Nd.

tiling ainioll i» lold but u|>on truft for tlirci' or four monlhs time, and yet then you

run the hazard to lofe what is fo fold, or at lead to undergo a thoufund troubles for

the recovery of the debt, ami at lad are likely to fuft'er, either in bad coin or un-

merchantable goods. This defed and dilirirder in trade proceeds more from their in*

digency and poverty than from any tiling elle ; for there is not a Tonqucencfe mer-

chant that has or had ever the courage and ability to buy the value of two thuufund

dollars at once, and to pay it upon the nail. 13ur, after all, the 'i'onqueencl'e are

not altogether fo fraudulent, and of that deceitful dlfpolition, as the Chiuulc ; it may
be by rcafon they are inferior to them in craft or cunning.

Tnere is this further ditl'crcnce between thefe two nations ; a Tonqneenefe will beg

inceflantly, and torment your purfe lufTiciently, if you have bulinefs with him,

whereas a Chincfe is cruel ani' bloody, malicioufly killing a nun, or Hinging him into

the fea for fmall matters.

Another occafion of hindrance and flop to iiaJe is, that they permit the greater

part of what filver comes into the country (commonly u million of dollars per annum^
to be carried to Bowes and China, to be exchanged for copper calh, which rifcs and

falls according as the Chova fmds it agree with his intereft ; belideti, this cafli will be

defaced in few years, and confequently not current, which grand inconvenience caufes

confiderablc lofles to merchants, and fignal prejudice to the public. Thus goes the

filver out of the country, and no provifion is made againd it, which is very bad

policy.

And though the Chova values foreign trade fo little, yet he receives from it, em-
harrafled as it is, confiderable annual incomes into his coiVers, as taxes, head*money,

impofitions, cuftoms, &c. But though thefe amount to vafl funis, yet very little

remaiiis in the treafury, by reafon of the great army he maintains, together with leveral

other unnecelTary expences. In fine, it is pity fo many conveniences and opportu-

nities to make the kingdom rich and its trade flourilhing fliould be negleded ; for if

we confider how this kingdont borders on two of the richell provinces in China, it

will appear that, with finall diiTiculty, mod commodities of that vad empire might be

ilrawn hither, and great ftore of Indian and European commodities, efpecially woollen

inanufadures, might be vended there ; nay, would they permit drangers the freedom
nf this inland trade, it would be vadly advantageous to the kingdom ; but the Chova
(jealous that Europeans (hould difcover too much of his frontiers, by which certainly

lie can receive no injury) has, and will probably in all times to come, impede this im-

portant affair.

They have no coin but copper cafli, which comes from China as aforefaid. Gold
and filver they cad into bars, about fourteen dollars weight, and they arc current

amongd them.

CHAP. V. —0/ //v Strength of the Kingdom of Tonqucen.

THE kingdom of Tonqucen might be reckoned very formidable, were the drength
wholly to confid in the number of men ; for the danding force cannot be lefs than

one hundred and forty thoufand, all well trained up, and fit to handle their arms after

their mode j and they can raife twice that number on occafion : but fince courage in

the men is to be likewife attended to, we cannot edeera them very formidable, being
of dejeded fpirits and bafe difpofiiions, and their leaders being for the mod part

^apadoes, and want their manhood.

The
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The f»cnor;»l m;\y muftor up about cij^ht or ton thoul'anil horfc, and bofwpcn flirt'c

cr four humlrcd elephants : his li-a lorcr conlids in two hundred and twenty galleys,

j^ri-at and ftnall, more fit for the river than the lea, and rather for I'port and ex<Teiri?

than war. They have but oni; gun in the prow, which will carry a four-pound fhot

;

they have no mails, and arc forced to do all by (Irength of oars ; the men that rovr

(land all expoled to great or hnall (hot, and other engines of war. They Iwwo about

(ive hundred other boats, called twinquaes, which are good and fwift to fail, but too

weak for war, being only lowed together with rattans ; however, they ferve well

enough lor tranfportation of provifions and foldierH.

In one of thefe boats I was forced to go to Siam the laft year, with three other gen-

tlemen in company with me, we being left by a Chinefe, in whofe junk we had taken

u pafl'age, on an ifle on the weflernmoft part of the bay of Tonqueen, where we were
forced to this (hift ; yet, thanks be to God, wc got our palTage in twenty-three days,

to the admiration of all that knew of it.

They are likewife provided with guns and cannons of all forts, as alfo calibres, foine

of them of their own fabric, but the greateft part bought of the Portuguefe, Dutch,
iuid Englifh, and (tored with other ammunition fuitable to their occafions.

But to return to the condition of the foldiery of Tonqueen : it is a very toilfonm

and laborious fituation, and of little advanta^re: once a ioldier and always afoldier;

und hardly one in a thoufand ril'eth to preferment, unlefs he be very dextrous in

handling his weapons, or fo fortunate as to obtain the friendfhip of fome great Man-
darcen to prefent him to the King. Money may likewife efFedt fomewhat, but to think

of advancement by mere valour is a very fruitlefs expectation, fmce they rav ly find

occafion to meet an enemy in open field, and fo have no opportunity to improve them-
felves or dil,-lay their prowefs ; not but that fome few have, from mean beginnings,

mounted to high preferment and great dignity by fome bold achievement ; but this

being extraordmary, is not to be generally reckoned upon.

Tfieir wars confifl in much noife and great trains ; fo they go to Cochin-China, look

on the walls, rivers, &c. ; and if any difeafe or fickncfs happens amongft their army,
fo as to carry off fome few of their men, and they come within hearing of the (houts

of the enemy, they begin to cry out a cruel and bloody war, and turn head, running,

re ifi/iflat as fall as they can home. This is the game they have played againft Cochin-

China more than three times, and will do fo in all probability as long as they are com-
manded by thofe cmafculated captains called capons.

They have had amongft themfelves civil wars, wherein they contended for fuperi-

ority } and he that has been the cunningeft has prevailed always againft him that has

been valiimt ; but in former days, when they fought againft the Cliinefe, they have

(howt'd themfelves bold and courageous, but it was necefTity that forced them to it.

The general will fometimes take delight in feeing his foldiers exercife, either in his

arfenal, or with his galleys on the river ; and fometimes, when he finds a foldier to

exceed his companions, it may be he gratifies him with the value of a dollar in ca(h.

The foldiers have very fmall pay, not above three dollars in a year, befides rice,

except thofe of the life guard, who have twice as much ; they are free of all taxes,

and are difperfed among the Mandareens ; which Mandareens have certain aldeas

uffigned them, which pay an income to them for the maintenance of the foldiers.

CalUes, forts, ftrong holds, citadels, &c. they have none, nor do they underfland

the art of fortification, and make but fmall account of our (kill therein ; though they

have fo little reafon to depend, like the Lacedemonians, on the bravery of their

foldiers.

voJ.. ix. 4 Q CHAP.
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CHAP. VI O/t/.'C Manners of the People of Tonqueen.

THE people ofTonqiiccn are rather ofa working and turbulent fpirit, though cowards'

than naturally mild and peaceable, fiiice quiet and concord can hardly be maintained

amonqft them, without a heavy hand and feverity ; for they have often confpired and

broke out in open rebellion. True it is, that fuperftition, to which the meaner fort

are mifcrably addit^ed, did further the evil very much, and drove them headlong to

the precipice, no lefs than ambition ; but perfons of great note, or mandarcens of qualit)

,

are very I'eldom foimd to bp embarked in thofe dangerous attempts, and rarely aim

to make themfelves heads of public faftions, which, queftionlefs, proceeds from the

little credit they give to thofe fictions and fopperies of their blind fortune tellers, who
delude and miflead the ignorant and fuperftitious vulgar, and from this their confciouf-

nefs, that their folly and pcrfidioufncfs will hardly fail to meet with deferved

dcfiruftion.

They are not much given to choler, yet are addicted to the far worfe paflions of

envy and malice, even to an extreme degree. In former times they had in great

efteem the manufadnrcs of ftrange countries, but now that paflion is almoft worn out,

and only a few Japan gold and filver pieces, and European broad cloth remain at

prefent in requed with them. They are not curious to vifit other countries, believing

they can fee none fo good as their own, and give no credit to thofe who have been

abroad, when they rein re what they have feen.

They are of happy memory and quick apprehenfion, and might prove of eminent

abilities by good and due inftruftions. Learning they love, not fo much for its own
fake, but becaufe it conduds them to public employs and dignities. Their tone in

reading is much like to finging. Their language is full of monofyllables, and fome-

times twelve or thirteen feveral things arc meant by one word, and have no other

diilin£tion but in the tone, either to pronounce it with a full mouth, heavy accent,

prelTing or retaining voice, &c. and therefore it is very difficult for ftrangers to attain

any perfedion therein.

I do not find any difference between the court language and the vulgar, except in

matter of ceremony and cafes of law, where the China charafters are ufed as the

Greek and Latin fentences among our learned.

Both the foxes are well proportioned, rather of fmall flatures and weak conftitu-

tions, occafioncd perhaps by their intenipi'rato eating and immoderate fleeping.

They arc generally of brown complexion, like the Chinefe and Jupanefe, but

the better fort and women of quality are almoft as fair as the Portuguefe and

Spaniards.

Their nofes and faces are not fo flat as the Chinefe ; their hair black, and if long

it is reckoned an ornament ; both men ami women without didinclioii wi-ar it down
as long as it will grow ; but foldiers when they are in their cxercifes, and handicraft!'-

men about their trades, put it up under their caps, or tie it in a great roll on the top

of their heads. Both boys and girls, when they are paft fixtcen or I'cventcen years of

age, black their teeth as the Japanefe do, and let their nails grow as the Chinefe,

the longeft being accounted the fmeft, which has place among perfons of quality and

thofe of wealth only.

Their habit is long robes, very little dilFering from thofe of China, and not at all

refembliiig the Japan garb, or tile pidure in Tavemiere's dcfcription, where he

makes tbcm to wear girdles, a mode that thcfe peopk- arc ftrangers to.

Jhey
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They are forbidden by an old tradition the wear of hofe and (hoes, except tlie

literadoes (literati) and thofethat have taken ihe degree of Tuncy or dodor ; howaver,

at prcfcnt the ciiftom is not obfervcd fo ftridly as formerly.

The condition of the vulgar fort is miferable enough, fiiice they are in^pofed on by

heavy taxes, and undergo fore labour ; for the males at eighteen, and in fonie countries

and provinces twenty years of age, are liable to pay the value of three, four, five, fix,

and feven dollars per ain--im, according to the goodncfs and fertility of the foil of their

aldca or village ; and this money is galhered in two feveral terms, as April and

(')ftober, being the harved of the rice. From this tax are exempted the royal blood,

the King's immediate fervants, all public minifters and oflicersof the kingdom, together

with the literadoes or learned men, from a Singdo upwards : for the latter are obliged

ro pay half tax ; all foldiers aud military perfons, with a few others that have obtained

this fredom, either gratis or bought it for money, which exemption is granted only

for life, and is purchafed of the Chava, or general : yet thofe that defire the continua-

tion of the faid privilcp^e, may have their patent renewed for a moderate fum of money,

by the fuccccding Prince, who feldom denies to grant them their redemption on luch

an account ; but meichants, though they live in the city, are rated in the aldcas or

villages of their ancedrrs and parents, and are liable beiides to the vecquun, or lords

fcrvice of the city, at their own expcnces, and are obliged to work aud drudge them-

felves, or hire anothei' in their room, to perform what the governor orders, whether

it be to mend the broken walls, rei>air the banks and ways of the city, dragging timber

for the Khig's palaces, and other pu! uc buildings, &;c.

The handicraftfmen, of what prof,.iuon foever, are bound to this vecquun fix moonvS

in the year, and receive nothing, nor dare they demand any thing for their labour in

all that time ; it depends on their mafters' (the JVIandeereLiis) direction and bounty, to

allow them the charges for their very victuals ; the other half year they are allow.-d

to make ul'e of for them 'elves and family, and it nuiil be fuppofed to be hard enough

with thetn, efpccially if they are burdened with many children.

As for the poor aldcans, who inhabit bairen foils, and therefore are unable to pay

their taxes in rice or money, they are employed to cut grals for the General's elephants

and horfes ; and though their llaiions and villages be often very remote irom the pk.co

where they fetch the grafs, they are obliged to bring it by turns the whole year on.

their own cxpences to the city.

By what is faid, it appears with what politic maxims this Prince keeps his fubjeccs

poor and needy ; and, in truth, it feems to b_' neceliary enough ; for if their proud

turbulent fpirits were not kept in the bounds of their duty and allegiance with a itrong

rein, they would olten forget them lei ves : however, every one enjoys what he gets

by his own induftry, and may leave his eltate to his heirs and lucccllbrs ; always

provided, that the rumour of his wealth founds not fo loud as to charm the Gene-

ral's ear.

The eldefl fon's portion is much larger than the reft of the cliildren of the deccafed :

the daughters have Ibme fmall matter allowed them, yet can cluim but little by law, if

there be an heir male.

And as the Tonqueenefo are ambitious of many d-pcndants and opulent kindred,

fo they have a cullom among them to adopf one another, bt)th fexes iadill'erentiy, to

he their children, and of their family ; and thole fo adopted are obliged to the fame

duty as their own children, viz.

At fellival times to I'oinbey ami prefent them ; to be ready on every occufion in

their fervicn' ; to brim;; them the 'iilt fruits J the le,ilbn, and the new rice at harveft ;

4 ij 2 to
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to contribute to the facnfice made to fome of the family, as the mother, brother,

wife, &c. or near relations of the patroun, that are dead, or (hall die. To thefe and

feveral other cxpcnces, they are obliged feveral times in the year, at their own cofl.

;

and as this is the obligation of the adopted, fo the patroun takes care to advance or

promote them, according as occafion and their power will admit, defending and pro-

tefting them as their own children ; and when the patroun dies, they have a legacy

almoll equal to the youngeft children ; and they mourn for the patroun as for their

father and mother, though they be both alive.

The manner of adopting is thus : he that intends to be adopted, fends to acquaint

the pcrfon of whom the requefts that favour with his intention, who, if content there-

with, returns a fatisaftory anfwer ; upon which the fuppliant comes and prefents

himfelf before him, with a hog and two jars of arrack, which the patroun receives of

file party, who having made four fombeys, and given fatisfaftory anfwcrs to fome

queftions, he is adopted.

Strangers who reiide here, or ufe the trade, have often taken this courfe, to free

themfelves from thofe vexations and extortions which they ufually meet with from fome

infolent courtiers. I myfelf was adopted by a Prince, who then was prefumptive and

now heir apparent to the general, and had his choap or chop, which is his feal. I

always gave him prefents at my arrival from a voyage, which chiefly confided in

foreign curiofities. This Prince, though he be of a generous noble mind, and had an

extraordinary kindnefs for me, yet I was not the better for him in my troubles ; for

on the deceafe of his grandfather, it pleafed God to vifit him, in the height of his

profperity, with madnefs, which was the overthrow of my bufinefs, by incapacitating

him to proteft me in my greateft trouble and neceflity, but lately I underftand he is

recovered again.

The aldeans, or villagers, for the moft part are fimple people, and fubjeft to be

mifled by their over much credulity and fuperftition. The charafter that is given

of fome other nations is applicable enough to them, that is, they are either extraordinary

good, or extreme bad.

It is a great miftake, that the people of Tonqueen live out of pleafure or choice

in their boats upon the rivers, when mere neceflity and indigence drives them to that

courfe of life ; for to run from port to port, and from one village to another with

wife and children, to look out for a livelihood, in a fmall boat, caimot be very pleafant,

although they do not know here what a crocodile means.

The largeft of the Tonqueenefc rivers has, as 1 faid before, its fource in China,

and the great rains there in the months of March, April and May, caufe the waters

to defcend here with that incredible rapidity (this country being with(iut comparifon

lower than China) as threatens banks and dams with deftruction ; fometimes the waters

will rife fo faft, and fwell to that degree, as to over top moft barricadoes, all human
induftry notwithftanding, drowning thert'by whole provinces, which caufes lamentable

diforders, and great lofles both of men and bealts.
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CHAP. VII.— O/tbe Marriaga of the Tonqueenefc.

T>IE Tonqueenefe cannot marry without the confent of their father and mother,

er of the neareft kindred. When a young man comes to the age of fixteen, eighteen

or twenty, his father and mother bcin^ refolved to get him a wife, make their applica-

tion lo the parents of the party they defign for him, carrying witli them an hundred
4i eflcd beetles in a decent box, one jar of arrack, or ftrong li»j[uor, aiid a live hog

;

under
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under favour of fuch a prefent only this is to be propofed. The friends of the maid
feeing the vlfitants thus prepared, and knowing by the cuftom of the country whereto it

lends, give fitting ar vers to the queftion in hand, according to their inclinations ; for if

they are unwilli>;..» :ould be a match, they find their fubterfuges and excufes, by
Eretending their li. ghter's youth, and inability to take upon her the burthen of a
oufehold ; and that, however, they will confider of the matter further hereafter,

and the like compliments ; wherewith they and their prefents are fent back again.

But in cafe they are content to beftow their daughter on the young man, the prefent

is readily accepted of, with expreffions of their approbation of the bufinefs ; and then
immediately, without any other formality, they confult and agree about the mod
aufpicious time, in which they are guided by their blind fuperftition, for the folemni-

zation of the wedding. In the meantime the parents of the bridegroom fend often

prefents of victuals to the bride, and vifit her now and then, yet the young people

are not permitted fo much as to fpeak to each other.

At the prefixed time the wedding is kept with a feafl, agreeable to the condition and
abilities of the parents of the young couple, which doih not laft above a day. The
ceremony of their marriage is barely this : in the afternoon of the day that precedes

the wedding, the bridegroom comes to the bride, and brings with him, according to

his quality, either, gold, filver, or a quantity of cafli, the more the greater honour,
and viduals prepared, all which he leaves there, and retires to his own home. The
next morning being the wedding day, the bride is drefled in her fineft robes, with
bracelets of gold pendants, &c. ; her parents' acquaintance and fervants are ready to

condud and wait on her to the bridegroom's, whithe.' fhe goes about ten o'clock in the

forenoon, with all this train attending her, whilft all her moveables, houfehold ftufF,

and whatever elfe her father and mother give for her portion, together with what (he

had of the bridegroom, is carried in great (late, and for a more glorious ftiew, it paffes

in a long field before her and the whole company, all which enter the bridgeroom's

houfe, who receives her and them with kindnefs and courtefy, after their mode, and
prefents them with viduals prepared for the purpofe, whilft niufic and other expref-

fions of joy are not negUded : and this is the whole folemnity of the wedding,

without any farther formalities of either magiftrate or prieft, as our author talks.

Polygamy is here toKrated ; however, that woman whofe parents are of the greateft

quality is chief amongit them, and has the title of wife.

Rapes, and the like, are not known, much lefs pradifed in this country. The
law of the land permits a man to divorce his wife, but the woman has not the fam«
privilege, and can hardly obtain a feparation, againft the good liking of the hu(band,

unlefs Ihe be of a family that is able to compel him to it, by mere authority. When
the hulband dcfigns to repudiate his wife, he gives her a note, declaring under his

hand and feal that he has no more pretenfions to her perfon, and that (he is free to

difpofe of hcrfi'lf as (lie finds occafion, which liberty capacitates her to marry another ;

neither would any perfon dare to pretend to her, without being certain of the faid

note, for fear of her former hulband, who in that cafe can claim her again, and

thereby embroil fuch a one in the labyrinths of the law, and recover a good fura of

money from him.

The woman fo repudiated, when (he departs from her hu(band, may take along

with her the fame quantity of gold, filver, cadi, &c. as he brought to her houfe at

the time oi his efpoufing her. The children bom during the time of their mutual

cohabitation the hulband keeps ; but their Mandareens feldora, and only on urgent

occaftons or for capital offences, will deal thus feverely with their wives, yet their

concU''
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ll concubines aiv thus fervcd on every light occafion, when the hiunour takes them to

make an cxchan,r;c, or tliat they are fatiatcd with their pcrfons Among the meaner
Ibrt, wlien a man and his wife difagrce, and mutually dcfirc a reparation, they are

divorced in the prcfence of fomcfmall judge and public officers, by mutual ^]i^(:h;u••:,'e^^.

in writing ; but the village huiband, that cannot write nor read, breaks a copper calli,

(this country money) or a flick, in the prcfence of his wife, as a tcflimony of his re-

folution to difuiifs her; the one of the half he keeps hiinfelf, the other he gives to

her, which fhe carries to the heads and elders of the aldea, or village^, requcftiii.;, thnii

to bear witnefs her hulliand had difchargcd her of her duty to be any longer hia

wife, and that he has nothing more to pretend to her for ever; fo flic may eitli'U'

keep or throw away the piece of cafli, or flick, and marry again as loon as flie

pleafes.

As for adultery, if a man of quality furprifes his wife in the faft, lie may freelv, if

he pleafes, kill her and her paramour with his own hands ; olherwife the woman is km
to be trampled to death by an elephant ; the adulterer is delivered to the jultice, wlio

proceeds with him to execution without any farther delay. But with the meaner lort

of people it is not fo ; they muft go to law, where the oii'enders will have levere pu-

nifhmenl inflicted on them, if they are proved guilty of the crime.

The (lory that M.Tavernicre relates to have hai)pened whilll his brother was at

Tonqueen, is not at all agreeable to the culloms of this people, or congruous v.ilh

their difpofitions ; wherefore, in all probability, it is only a fiction.

tives

CHAP. VIII.—0/ t/jc Vifits ami Pnfllmcs of the Tonqiiccns.

THEIR vifits are generally made in the afternoon. It is uncivil to come to any

great man's houfe before dinner, unlef;. necellltated by urgent buliiiels, or exprcfhly

invited, becaufe they then have the leall time to fpare ; for in the mornini!; very early

they go to court to attend the general, which attendance takes theui up till eight

o'clock; when they come home, they employ themfelves awhile in ordering their do-

meftic concerns among their fervants, if more important ftate aflairs will permit it

;

the little fpacc that remains between that and dinner is referved for their retirement

and repofe.

The Princes, or great Mandareens, ride either on elephants, or are carried in a hang-

inack, and followed by molt their fervants, foldiers, dependants, &;c. that are nt)t

otherwife occupied in fuch a feafon. which is more or kis numerous, according to

the degree of the perfon's dignity ; thofe of lefl'er rank ride on horfeback, and arc

followed by as many as they are able to maintain, without limitation, which ufually is

not above ten perfons, but to be fure all that can muft go, for they are very ambitious

of many attendants.

If he that gives the vifit is of greater quality than the perfon vifitcd, he dares not

to offer him any thing of meat or drink, no not fo much as a beetle, uidefs he calls

for it. Their water and beetle is always carried with them by their ft-rvants.

In difcourfing with them, efpccially if the perfon be of authority, tare muft be

had not to move any mournful fubject, either dircdiv or indirectly ; but things tliat

arc pleafant, in commendation of them, are belt approved. But tliat which is nidft

intolerable in thefe lords is, that they permit the men of their train (a rude brutifh

pang) to enter with them into the moft private apartments of other people's houfes,

elpecially when they come to vilit Europeans, where they behave themfelves very

apifhiy, and commit niany abfurditics and impcrtincncics in their talk and jeilings;
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and moreover often ftcal whatever they can lay hold on ; in all which their ftupificd

inafiers rather take delight, than check them, for their faiicinefs and mifdemeanors.

But if they are invited by their fuperiors or equals, then they entertain them as they

find occafion, either with tea or meat, Sic. not omitting beetle, which is always the

liril and laft part of the regale. The boxes wherein the beetle is prefented, arc

generally plain lacquered, either black, red, or fome grave colour
;

yet the gentry,

and the Princes and Princeffes of the royal blood, have them in mafly gold, filver,

tortoife flicU, or inlaid with mother of pearl ; the painted and gaudy ones are only

ufed at their facrifices in their pagodas. But fuch rich boxes as M. Taverniere avers

to have ieen, to have the value of four and five hundred thoufand livres, at the Great
Mogul's court, were certainly no Tonqueen ones ; for diamonds, rubies, emeralds and
other jewels do not grow in this country, neither are they in requeft among the na-

tives ; nor could that have been brought thither by any 'J'onqueen ambaflador, fince

the Kings fend none thither, nor is there the lead: conmierce between the two na-

tions.

They feldom vifit fick perfons, and they hardly care to admit any but their kindred

and relations to put them in mind of death, how defperate foever their ftate may be,

and the leaft admonition to fettle their affairs and concerns would be a heinous crime

and unpardonable offence ; fo that thofe that die make no will, which defeft often

creates vexatious lawfuits among the kindred, if the deceafed leaves no children behind

him, even to the ruin of their own eftates, and the lofs of what they contend for.

In the halls of great men's houfes are feveral alcoves, where they fit crofs-legged

upon mats, according to their degree, the higher the more honorable ; and thefe feats

are all covered with mats, anfwerable in finenefs to their ftations, except in time of

mourning, when they are obliged to ufc courfe ones. As for carpets they have none,

neither can they afford them ; wherefore I wonder at our author's faying, that the mats

are at: dear as a fine carpet, which at the choapeft cofts from thirty to fifty rupees and
upwards in Perfia and Surat ; whereas the bell and fined mat may be bought here for

the value of thtec or four fliillings at the mofl: ; neither do I believe any European,

bcfides himfelf, has ever feen a I'lmqucen mat nine ells fquare, and as foft as velvet

:

however, this is like the reft of his fables. As for cuflnons, thefe people ufe none,

either to fit or lie on j but they have a kind of bolder made of reeds or mats, to fleep

or lean on.

As for their viduals they arc curious enough therein, though their diet does not

generally plcafe ftrangcrs. The common fort mufl be content with green trade, rice,

and i\dt lifh, or the like ; the great lords may if they pleafe feed themfelves with the

b'jft in the land.

I can make no comparilbn for neatnefs between the Europeans and them, in theii-

houfes, wherein tliey have but little or no furniture more than ufual in the meaned:

cots, fometimes tables and benches, feldoiu chairs. They ufe neither table cloths nor

napkins, nor do they want tlieni, fiiicc tliey do not touch their meat with their fingers,

but ufe two d;icks, as the C'.hiiijie and Japanefe do. All their vidtuals are ferved in

little plates and dilhcs, not nuulc of wood, and then lacquered and varnidied over,

as M. Taverniere affirms, bat ul' China and Japan wares, which are in efteem here.

Perfons of quality or condition ufe a kind of formality and decency at their feafts ;

but as for the rcll:, a;; foon as they are at the bandefes, which are fmall lacquered

tables, they do not fo niuc!\ as mind any difcourfes ; and this not out of good manners

or rcvcrouce to the aged and grave perfoas, but a greedy dclirc to fill their guts,

they
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they being generally great eaters and true epicures ; alfo they may be afraid to lofe

their fliare by prating, whilll others make all the filent hafte they can to empty the

platters and difhes. I have often feen the followers and attendants of Manda eens at

the like fport ; and ufed to admire their eating both for quantity and greedinefs, in

which I believe no nation under the cope of heaven can match them.

As for drinking, though the clowns and meaner fort feldom fall under the excefs

and debauchery of ftrong drink, yet amongft the courtiers and foldiers drunkenneft

is no vice. A fellow that can drink fmartly is a brave blade. It is no cuftom of

theirs to wafli their hands when they go to table, only they rince their mouths, be-

caufe of the beetle ;
yet after meals, they often wafti both ; and having cleanfed their

teeth with a piece of bamboo, prepared for the purpofe, they eat beetle. At a frienJ's

houfe the entertained may freely, if he pleafe, call for more boiled rice, or any thing

elfe, if he is not fatisfied, which the hoft takes very kindly. They do not afk one an-

other how they do, but compliment them with a " Where have you been thus long f

"

and " What have you done all this while ?" And if they know or perceive by their

countenance that they have been fick or indifpofed, then they alk " How many
cups of rice they eat at a meal ?" (for they make three in a day, belides a collation

in the afternoon, amongft the rich and wealthy), and " Whether he eats with an appe-

tite or no ?"

Of all the paftimes of the Tonqueenefe, they afFeft moft their balls, ballads, and
Tinging, which are for the moft part adted in the night and laft till morning, and are

what M. Tavemiere calls comedies ; a very improper name, and refembling them
in no refpeft ; much lefs are they fet out with beautiful decorations and machines, as

he fays, very pleafing to behold ; and they are as fkilful to reprefent fea and river

water, and marine combats thereon, as they are able to defcribe the fight in 1588,
between the Englifh and the Spaniards ; neither have they in the city any theatres to

ad upon, but every Mandareen's hall, and the yards of other houfes, miift ferve in

turn : yet in their aldeas they have finging houfes, erefted at the expence of three,

four, or more aldeas, or villages ; and in this they celebrate their feftival times, finging

and banquetting after their mode. The aftors of one houfe are fometimes three,

four or five perfons ; their fees are no more than a thoufand cafh, to the value of

about a dollar, for a whole night's labour : but the liberal fpedlators give them
prefents, as often as they perform- any thing dexteroufly. They are ufually habited

m country taffeties, palong, fatin, and the like. They have but few fongs, and not

above five diiFerent tunes, and thofe compofed moft in praife of their Kings and ge-

nerals, interfperfed with amorous interjeftions and poetical elegance. The women
only dance, and (he that dances muft fing too, and will be between whiles inter-

rupted by a man that plays the part of a jefter, who is generally the wittieft mimick
they can find, and fuch a one as is able to make the company laugh at his inventions

and poftures. Their mufical inftruinents are drums, copper bafons, hautboys, guit-

tars, with two or three forts of violins, &c. Befides this, they have another kind of

dancing, with a bafon filled or piled up with fmall lamps lighted, which a woman fets

on her head, and then dances, turning, winding, and bowing her body in feveral

(hapes and figures, with great celerity, without fpilling a drop of oil in the lamps, to

the admiration of the fpedtators ; this adt will laft about half an hour.

Dancing 00 ropes their women are alfo expert at, and fome will perform it very

gracefully.

Cock-nghting is a mighty game amongft them, fo that it is become a princely

14 fport.
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fport, and mfich iA ftfluon vith courtiers. They lofe much thtt Iw agalAft <lie gfr*

neral, for right or wrong he mud and wiH win, whereby he impoverHaes his grandeet,

fo^hat they are not able to undertake any thing. ":
.

They delight much in fiflung, and have the convenience of many mers, and iitflliite

ponds. «

As for hunting, there is fcarce a wood or foreft proper for this exercife, in atl the

country, neither are they experc in that fport. . .
*

But their grand paftiine is their new-year's fcaft, which commonly happens rf>otit

the 25th of January, and is kept by fome thirty days ; for then, bendito danciag thd
the recreations aforefaid, ail their other forts of games, as playing at football, will-
ing 4>n an engine ereded of bamboos, at mofl comers of tne (Ireets, tricks of homy
a^ivity, and a kind of hocus-pocus, are brought on the ftage, to encrelJe rtelrfment

;

neither are they behind*hand to prepare their feafts and banquets plentiful and large^

flriviog to outdo each other therem, for the fpace of three or four days, according to'

then* ability ; and as this is indeed the time to gormandize and debauch to excefs, fo

he is accounted the mod miferable wretch that doth not provide to welcome Ms fvidnfthi

and acquaintances, though by fo doing he is certain to beg the reft of tliat year for

his livelihood.

The firft day of the year the ordinary fort do not ftir abroad, tmlefs they j^e de-

pendants of fome lords, but keep themfelves dofe (hut up in their houfes, adh<lttmg

none but their neareft relations and domeftics ; to others they would deny, on that

day^ a draught of water, of a coal for fire, and be very angry too atafty'one't

making fuch a 'requeft, fuperftitioufly believing its confequence would be to fnbjift

thodl to infallible maledi£Hon ; and that if they (hould give any thin^ that day, it

would be their bad deftiny to give continually, and b^gar thetnfehres tnerebf at hift.

ThSr reafon for not ftirring abroad proceeds from the lame caufe, which is, feik* tdr

cncouirter with fome ominous thing or other that might prefage evil to diem that day
wliich would make them unfortunate all the year ; for they obferve fuperftitionfiy

many frivolous niceties, as good and bad luck. But the fecond day of the new year

they go to vifit each other, and acquit themfelves of their duty and obligations to their

fupenors, to fombey them ; as likewife do their foldiers and fervants to them. Bat
the mandareens go the firft day to the King and general, of which they are as careful

obfervers as the others are (harp and precife exadors df this attendance.

Some reckon their new year from the 25th of their lad moon, but very impro-

perly ; their ground for it is, becaufe the fup unu, implying as tnuch as the great feal

reverfed, is then put into a box, with the face downward, for a whole month's time,

and in that interval the law is, as it were, laid afleep, and no a£ts whatfoever pafs under

theiaid feal ; all courts ofJudicature are fhut up ; debtors cannot be feized on ; fmall

crimes, as petty larceny, fighting, beating one another, &c., efcape with impunity;

only treafon and murder the governors of the city and province take account of, and
keep the malcllaftors prifoners till the grand feal comes to be active again, to bring

them to their trial, &c. But their new year more properly begins at the firft of their

new moon, which falls out ufually about our 25th of January as aforefaid, and lafti^^

according to the China cuftom, one whole month.
^'

By what is related it appears how excefltvely Our author has hyperbolized 6n thefe

paOages, efpecially whwe be commends the Tcmqueenefe fbf lab<mous and^nduftrious

people, prudently employing their time to the moft a4vantage, which in fome degree

may be granted in the women, but the men are fo laey and idle^generaHy, that wef#
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they nor, by mere neceHIty, compelled to work, I verily believe they would be glad

to fpeod their time only in eating and fleeping ; for many will furfeit themCelves by
overgorging their ftomachs, feeding as if they were born only to eat, and not to eat

for the fupport of life chiefiy.

It is alfo a miftake to fay the Tonqueenefe deem it a difgrace to have their Heads un-
covered ; for when an inferior comes to a mandareen, either upon bufmefs or fome
errand from a mandareen, he has always his black gown and cap on, and the man-
dareen receives him bare -, but if the meflenger comes with an order from the Kbg,
verbal or in wnting, then they dare not hear the meffage, or perufe the note, without

putting on their gown and cap. Of this more will be laid when I con^ to fpeak of the

court of Tonqueen.

As to criminals, they are ihaved as foon as they are condemned to die, becaufe they

may be known and apprehended if they fhould cnance to outrun their keepers, which-

is a different thing from being uncovered, which M. Taverniere talks of.. So likewife

to nail raalcfadlors on cri)ffes, or to difniember them by four fmall galleys that row
(ieveral ways, are torments unheard of in this country.

-fm'iJiii' ;ffrm- it •<i?;: '.'t;.
' :-if'.

: V '
• CRfi^.lX.^Of the learned Men of Tonqueen.

THE Tonqueenefe have a great inclination for learning, becaufe it is the only

flep to acquire dignity and preferments, which encourageth them to a (ludious and

diligent application to learning, which is often attended with good or ill fuccefs, as in

other countries, according to their feveral talents, and ds they are endued with viva-

city, fpuit, and more efpecially as they are furnifhed with a good or bad memory,
which is the chief requifite for multering that fort of learning which is in repute in this

country, which, confifting. moftly in hieroglyphic charafters, whereof they have as

many as words or things, requires a very retentive memory. Hence it is that fomc

fcholars are fit to take degrees upon them after twelve or fifteen year's ftudy, others

in twenty.five or thirty, many not in their life-time.

They may, as foon as they think themfelves able or capable, adventure their trial,

without either obligation to continue longer a fcholar or limitation of years. Nor have

they any public fchools, but every one chufes fuch a preceptor for his children as he

fancies at his own coH:.

Their learning confifts not in the knowledge of languages, as among us in Europe,

much lefs are they acquainted with our philofophy ; but they have one Confucius, a

Chinefe (or, as the people call him, Congtu), the founder of their arts and fciences,

trhich are the fame with thofe of the Chinefe. This man compofed himfelf but one

book, but he compiled four others from the works of the ancient Chinefe philofophers,

containing moral and political precepts, with their rites and facrifices, &c. Moreover,,

his difciples have, out of his works, extraded divers rules, fentences, and fimilies fit

for the ftate in general, and every perfon in particular ; all which is coUeded into

one volume, divided into four parts, and entitled The Four Books, which, with the

five before mentioned, make nine books, and are the ancienteft they have, and of

that reputation, that they will admit no contradidlon whatfoever agamft them ; and

thefe are the fole foundation of the learning not only of the Chinefe and this nation,

but alfo of the Japanefe, fome fmall diflerences excepted.

The faid books comprehend likewife the greatell part of their hieroglyphical cha-

^fifters, the multitude of which none can eafily affirm, yet they reckon ninety or a

hundred
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huiiilic'd thoufand, becaufe their learned have a way of compounding and connedine
them to (brink that number ; and as it is not neceflary for the vulgar fort to know fo

many, fo very few do, and twelve or fourteen thoufand is fufiicient for ufual writing.

They are wholly ignorant of natural philofophy, and not more (killed in mathe*

matics and aftronomy : their poetry I do no undcrfhnd, and their mufic 1 do not iind

very delightful and harmonious ; and I cannot but wonder by what faculty M. Taver-

niere has difcovered them to be the mod excellent of all the oriental people in that art.

Having thus confufedly mentioned a word or two in general ot their learning, I

return to the fcholars. They mud, in the acquifition of employ and dignity (I do not

fay nobility, for the cuftom is here, that all the honours die with the perfon, and
defcend not to his pofterity), pafs through three degrees : the firft, of a Hngdo, fome>
thing like the bachelors m Europe ', the fecond a hung-cong, refembling our licen-

tiates ; the third degree is a tuncy, equal to the degree of doftor with us.

Out of thefe dodtors they chufe the ablefl: and eleft him trungiveen, which is as

much as to fay, a prefident, or profeffor of learning.

And indeed the ele£tion of thefe literadoes is managed with the moft commendable
policy and juftice that I know of among them ; for whereas, in all other things, they
are fwayed by corruption, partiality, or private paffions, in the diftribution of thefe

degrees they refpeft Angularly the deferts of perfons, fmce no man can obtain any of
them, unlefs he is found worthy thereof, by a ftridl and moft exaft examination*.

The order and method obferved in the promotion of fingdos, or bachelors, is this

:

once in three years it is cuftomary for the King and general to nominate two or three

tuncies, with fome wene quan, or juftice of peace, who has the degree of hung-cong,
to be examiners of the defigned academy in that province where the eleftion is to be
made (for in this they proceed from one province to another by turns), whither they

repair immediately on receiving their commillion. Great care is taken that none
fpeak with thofe to be examined on the way^ or receive any bribes of them. Being
arrived, they take up their lodgings in houfes built of bamboos and ftraw, encom-
pafled with a wall of the fame materials, leaving a fpacious empty place in the midfl:

thereof for a theatre. The tuncies are prefently feparated from the wene quan and
the reft in diftindt apartments, and are not to fpeak one with the other during their

functions, ftrid guards being kept at the feveral doors, and all comers in or out are

fearched for papers, writings, &c. If any is found to have tranfgreflfed hereiil he is

rigoroufly punilhed and lofes his dignity. '

In the morning of the day prefcribed for the commencing of the faid examination,

all the ftudents refort to this place, where they find an officer, who exhibits to them
five (hort fentences, written in capital letters, whereof every one, as many as there

are, may take copies ; which being done, they are all fearched for papers or other

writings, and then placed on the bare ground of the yard aforementioned, at good
and equal diftance, and many watches are fet, that none comes to fpeak with them.

Thus they fit to write their themes, which they muft finifh before evening ; neither

muft the faid anfwer contain more than twenty-four fides of paper ; and as every one
brings in his, he faftens to it, on a particular Iheet, his name,' the names of his parents

and village, which the tuncies tear off, and mark the anfwer and paper of names with

the fame number, which are 'put up feverally, according to their provinces and
aldeas.

All the papers being thus ferved, the tuncies fend them to the wine quan (the names

Qf their authors being kept into cuftody of another officer) to be examined, who throws
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out all the bad, and fends the good ones to the tuncies again. They, upon a ftrift

review, put out a great many more, ib that Ibmctimes of four or five thoufand pre-

tenders, only one thoufand arc approved of the firft time } the fecond, perhaps, no
more than five hundred ; and, on the lart proof, only three hundred are to be gra-

duated bachelors. Such as have brhaved thcmfelves well in the firft trial their names
come out in public within eight or ten days after, to be prepared for the fecond exa-

mination; and thofe whofe names are thus thrown out need not ftay, for they cannot

be admitted that feflions any more. In the fame manner they continue the fecond and
tliird trial, only their tafk at the fecond trial is but of three fentenccs, and the anfwer

twelve fides ; the lall of two fentenccs, and its reply eight fides, but more difficult

than the former. Whofoever palles thefc trials is declared bachelor, and has his

name rcgiftercd among thofe of the fame rank in the book of ftate, and from that

time they pay but half the taxes which they were rated at before, and likewife enjoy

fome other petty immunities.

Now follows their manner of eletSling the hung-congs, or licentiates : thefe are

feleftcd out of the bachelors, more or lei's, as the King pleafes to order ; tney arc

examined by the fame officers, and created alternately in the place aforefaid where the

bachelors were. If they can overcome but one proof more, which is the fourth, in-

cluding the three preceding of the fangdoes, or bachelors, they become licentiates.

The fomialify ufed in this proceeding is in a manner the fame with the former, only

they and their examiners arc ftill more feverely watched, and thoy are not permitted

to fee or fpcak with any of the competitors ; they are feparated and dillant enough
from each other when they write their meditations, &c. : and all thofe hung-congs of

former creation muft leave, at that time, the province where the fchool is held, by
repairing to the capital city, and abide there till the end of the aft ; many fpies are fet

over them, and they are numbered every day. The like care is recommended to the

governors of the other provinces about the faid hung-congs during the folemnity, to

prevent frauds and deceits in that behalf.

The examiners propound three fentenccs out of their book of their prince of philb-

fophers, Confucius, and four more out of the volumes of his difciples ; the arguments
of fo many orations, which the candidate is to anfwer with fo many themes in writing,

which is to be in an elegant and fententious ftyle, and adorned with the beft of their

rhetoric, the more concife the better.

The examiners then rojedl the word and prefent the beft, who are to proceed to the

tuncies, or chief examiners, and they chiile thofe that are to be admitted graduates,

and expofe their names with much ceremony. The privileges and immunities of tiie

licentiates are far greater than the bachelors ; befides, they have the honour to be

prefented to the King, who gives to each of tlK-in one thoufand finall pieces of coin,

about the value of a dollar in money, and a piece of black calico for a gown, worth
about three dollars more.

The lad, or third degree, called tuncy, anfwerable to our doftors, is conferred

every fourtli year, at the capital city or court of the kingdom, in a particular palace,

with marble gates, formerly the beft in the country, but now, through age, much
decayed. The choiceft and learnedcft of the hung-congs, or licentiates, are only ad-

mitted to this trial : of many competitors few are fuccefsful. Their examiners are the

King himfeir, the Princes, and moft eminent doctors of the realm, with other

principal magiftratcs. This trial is in moft circumftances like the two former, except

in the qucftions propounded, which are both of greater number, and more intricate,

Kravc, and fpccious, being commonly the moft difficult pajt of their ethics, politics,

and
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and civil law, and fomething of poetry and rhetoric, all which they are to expound
and rcfolvc in writinj^, at four foveral times, in the fpace of twenty days, and he tliat

doth it is admitted dodor. This in no eafy tafk, confidering what a burthen it is to

the memory to retain all the charadlers of the four laft of the nine bioks of Confucius,

which neccirurily they mu(t have, word for word, by heart, to acquit themfelves \ve!l

therein.

They write their themes and meditations on the exhibited fcntcnces in a clofe cage,

made of bamboos, for that purpofe, and covered with calico, wherein they fit from
the morning to night, being fearched, that they have nothing about them but pen,

ink, and clean paper ; and to watch them the narrower, two doftors, or tuncies At at

a good diitance from them under umbrellas. Thus they are fervcd at four diftinfl

times, before they are made tuncies, or dodlors. The King and general honour this

folemnity with their profcnce the two firfl days, as the moft important, and leave the

compleating thereof to the miniiters. Thole thus graduated are congratulated by
their friends, applauded by the fpcdators, and honoured by their brother doftors

with many complimental exprefllons ; the King prefents each of thsm with a bar of

filver, of the value of fourteen dollars, and a piece of filk, befidcs the revenue of

fome aldeas, or villages, for their maintenance, which is more or lefs, according to

favour or defert, and they are feafled at the public expence of their aldeas for fome
time. Out of thefe the principal magiftrates of the kingdom are chofen, and they are

fent ambalfadDrs to China, and are permitted to wear Chinefe boots and caps, with

their proper vofl.

The rejefted licentiates may, if they pleafe, continue their ftudy, and try fortune

again ; if not, they are capable of fome magiftracy in the country, as juftice of peace,

head of an aldea, &c.

The bachelors have the fame privilege ; and thofe that are unwilling to make any
further progrefs in loarning may find likewife employment, if they have money, among
the governors of the provinces, in the courts of juilice, or as clerks, Rewards, fccre-

taries, or folicitors to the mandareens ; and, in all this, an eloquent tongue is not fo

requifite as a good pen.

Such fire-works as M. Taverniere mentions thefe people to be exqulfitc in the

making of, 1 iiave met none all the time I frequented this country, nor any other forts,

unlcfs it be fquibs, or the like. And as for thofe machines, or change of fcenes, in

every :'&. of their comedy, they may be long enough fought after, bu,t will never be

found here, wherever he faw them.

In aftrology, geometry, and other mathematical fciences, they are but little (killed,

but they unclerfland arithmetic reafonably wtll ; their ethics are confufedly delivered,

not digefted into formal method, as is their logic.

ill!

CHAP. X.— 0/t/je Phyftcians and Difcafcs of the Tonqucenefe.,

EVERY one that pleafes may be a phyfician at Tonqueen, and indeed every one
almoft is his own doiEtor, whereby this noble fcience is become the public practice of

the very dregs of the nation, to the difgrace of the public in tolerating it.

Their principal ftudy in this fcience confifts only of the examination of fome Chinefe

books, that direft them how to boil and compound their roots, herbs, and fimples,

with fome obfcure notions of their feveral qualities, nature, and virtue, but generally

fo confufed, that they know little or nothing until they add thereto their own expe-

lience. They underftand hardly any thing ot anatomy, or the nature and compofitio»

of
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of men's bodies, with the divifions of the fcvcral parts thereof, which nn}<ht lend to all

to form a jud^rmcnt uf the difoafes iiicidfiit to the human lyflcm, but attribute them
the blood, us the principal caufo of all the difordcrs that bcfal the body, and thcTiS

lt)ro confidcr no further the conftitulion or temper in the application of their reuu--

dii's ; and with them it is enough to fucceed well in three or four cures, though by
mere chance (for they are hardly ever able to give a reiifon for what they do), to gi<t

the reputation of an excellent medicus, which oftentimes, as it uiicreaies their prac-

tice, lo gives them a greater power to kill their fellow creatures. Iheir patitms are

Senerally very impatient under the hands of their dotkors, who, if he doth not allord

icm prefent cafe and fpeedy cure, they fend for other help, and fo often go from

bad to woife, till they arc either well or killed, for want of patieiu:e on one fide, anj

judgntent on the other.

Thefe people generally, on vifiting a patient, feel the pulfe in two places, and that

upon the wrill, as the Europeans ; but they mu(t be the C.hineil' phyliciaiis whom
M. Tavernicrc extols for their (kill in the pulfe ; and I own that fotne of that nation

excel in it, but the far greater number arc mere pretenders to this art, and atfed to

amule the patient by oftentatious conjedures and conceited and confufed notions, to

infpire a belief of their Ikill in difcovering thereby the caufe of dilVafes, and fo pull

the credulous patients of their money, and oftentimes their health to boot.

Thefe people have no apothecary among them ; every one that profefl'es the art oi

phyfic prepares the dofc himfelf, which conlifls, as I nientioned, in the compofition

of nerbs and roots boiled in water.

The peftilence, gravel, and the gout arc hardly known In thefe countries : £ev^rs,

agues, dyfenteries, the jaundice, fmall-pox, &c. reign here moll, to all which they

adminidcr the faid drugs for remedies, fometimes with dcfired fucccfs, wherein mon^
is to be afcrilied to the patient's own cure, fparing diet and abflinence (in which they

are molt fmgular, occafioned perhaps by their more than common fear of death), than

the (kill and judgment of the phyftcians.

The grandees drink the herb tea of Chin?, "nd Japan, but it is not much admired;
they ufe mod their native tea, called by th(m chia-bang, the leaf of a certain tree,

and chiaway, the buds and flowers of anoiner certain tree, whkh, after they are dried

and roaAed, they boil and drink the iiquor hot ; the lafl is of a good pleafant taftc.

Befides thefe two forts rhey have many other ibrts of liquor, made of beans, roots, &c.

I need not here defcrihc the quality and virtue of the China and Japan tea, fince

they are fo well known in England, and mod other parts of Europe ; only I will note

how grofsly M. Tavemierc was miftaken to puefer the Japan tea before that of China,

v/hea, in the choice of them, there is above -50 per cent, difference.

PhWTjtoniy, or blood-letting, is rarely pradifed amongft this people, and when
they do it, it is not after our way, in the arm, and with a lancet, but on the forehead,

and with the bone of a fifh tied to a fmall flick, in form like the horfe-fleams in

England ; which inftrument is applied to the vein of the for'^'w ,»<1, fhen they give

thereon a fillip with a finger, and the bio. ' gufhes out. Their «n tu. - tnedy is fir.*

ii. mod diftenipcrs, which is ufed as they fee caufe, not rega ''i; u* •> ' either tl

time of the day or night prccifely. The matter wherewith they Lui.i .a ihe leaf ofa tree,

well dried, and then beaten in a mortar until it grows almoft like to our beaten hemp,
and this 'Iiey take and fix on every place to be burnt (for they do it in many places at

the fame n ^% fo much as will lie on a farthing, ftriking each parcel with ink of

China at the h -"in that it may flick to the fkin ; then they fire it with a match of

a fovcreign remedy ; how true I cannot afiirm j however,

I 2 I am
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1 &m certain that St puts the patient to a great torment, and that our ufe of letting

blood IK but a flea-bite in comp -ilbn of it.

But mod common and treqin mly amongfl them cupping is ufed, becaufe chea|' and
#aficr. '1 lK>ir way here is miit ii alter the fame manner as ours in Europe, onfy that

they have calabalVt'8 iiiflcad of^; (Tes.

Of anatomy they undcrrtand nothing, as I fald brfnre, und of furgcry h'ttl(> idmirit>g

much our Europeans' art in tl at behalf. To broken bones they apply certiiin herbs,

which tliey fay will Iveal them fhe fpace of twrnty-four days, and cement them as

ftrong as ever. They have another remedy, which i& to take the raw bon»sof hens,

and beat them to powder, making therci ^ a pafte, which, app! "i' to the part affefted,

is cfleemcd by them a fovereign medicine.

Their little children are fo much fubjeft to dangerous obflruftions, which deprive

them of the benefit of nature, both by ftool and urine, ca ifing the!.- brilics to fwel!

fu th. I often their lives are endangered thereby. Their remedy ror this is, cock-

roilje< ind onions roafted and beaten together; this thty apply to the navel of the

ohi. , which is often attended with good fuccefs.

Thei'o peopl** aftirm, that crabs are turned into ftones by the power of the fun, and
,fe them as phyfic, but not in fevers and dyfcntcries. Moreover, they take \ip liy the

fea-fide a kind of cockles, which being beaten to powder, they drink in the cholic. "

CHAP. XI. —'Of the original Government^ Law, and Policy of the Ti,nqueene/e, with

Joins ConfiJerations thereon,

IT is without all dil^ute that the Tonqueenefe ever were a nati m of themfelves dif-

fercnt from the Chineie, who call them Munto, or Barbarians and their country

Gannam.. becaufe fituated far to the fouth, in reference tothetn, itd the inhabitants

bearing a great affinity with other Indians in eating penany, co airing th^ir teeth,

going barefoot, and that thciV right great toe ftandeth athwart fro 1 their foot, as is

to be fecn yet by fome of the 'lonqueen caft. But how this coui.'ry was governed

before it was made a province of China is hard to know, fince they Sad in thofe days

no charaftcrs, by confequence no hiftory of that time can be extant among them;
what was afterward compiled thereof may be fufpefled as fiftious, invented at plea-

fure \ and indeed they are mod of them fo unaccountable, that they jught rather to

be looked upon as dreams and chimeras than hiftorical narrations ; leither is there

nuicb appearance of verity in thofe relations of theirs, which make this people fo

valiant, that they were not only able to contend with but vanquifh alfo the formi-

dable armies of the prodigious empire of China, and maintain their berty in fpite

thereof for many ages ; but it is molt likely that they have fet the belt face in their

narrations upon their adions, that they might not hand themfelvo-: down to pofterity

and to (trangi'"s in the bafe light which it feems to me their cowardice ar 1 ill conduft

have defervcd.

They prct< tid they have had the ufe of the Chinefe charafters amongft hem before

the reign of Ding, one of their firft kings, according to their beft hiltor: ns, which,

by computation, cannot be lefs than two thoufand years ; if fo, I infer thc] were once

before either conquered, or voluntary fubjcds to that empire, becaufe the t^hina laws,

rites, cuHoms, charader, &c. could have been neither of that antiquity, or fo entirely

and all at imce introduced among them, as it was by their own teftiinony ; befides,

this agrees with the ('hina chronicles, that mention about the fame time th ir empire

was in great glory, calUjig it a triumphant one, whofc limits extended as far as Siam

.
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therefore there is no roafon to believe, this neighbouring kingdom could have remainocl

unmuli-ftcd, fince it lies as a bar, jufl in tI;o way to hinder and obflruft their progr.'fs,

but rather that it was immediately incorporated with their empire.

Yet it may be, the Chinefe did not keep the covmtry the firil time long under

fubjedlion, but left them on the invafion of the Tartars, or on Ibmc other motives,

fo that after their departure Ding was Kintr. Now, wheth<T they made him fo, or

whether he ufurped the regality, by the allillnnce of great numbers of vagabonds, and

other fcum of the nation, is differently delivered. They fay that King Ding had

enjoyed the fceptre but a fmall time, before the great ones murmured againfl him ;

the malcontents finding the conunon people difobediont, whofe atll dions, whether he

had loft by cruel and harlh ufage, or that they difdaincd to be any longer fubjeft to

their contryman, as it commonly falls out with people accullomcd to fervitude, to be

incapable of ufing well their new recovereil liberty, ( with other occult motives and
malignant influences that caufed the etl'eds of thole diflradions,) they fell into open

rebellion, and took arms againft Ding, whom they murdered ; whereon enfued bloody

civil wars for many years, till being weary, they choie by general confent, a puiflant

Prince of theirs, called l.eedayhang, for their King.

In his reign, they fay the Chinefe invaded the country, not mentioning for what
reafon; probably *h-sy were Chinefe rebels that fled thence, and that this people fought

many battles againil them with good fucceis. Yet, in tiie height of this w:ir Leedayhang

dying, whether in battle or otherwife is uncertain, left to his fuccelTor Libatvie, a

politic and valiant Prince, the profecution thereof, whicli he carried on with no lefs

valour than profperity ; for having encountered and routed the Chinefe in fix or feven

battles, he reftored peace and tranquillity to the whole kingdom, and built that large

and magnificent palace of marble, which is now through age fo decayed that

nothing but the gates and fonie of the walls of that fumptuous ftruciure remain.

They fay, that after this King, his pofterity polfetled the crown to the fourth or

fixth generation fucceflively, and ruled in great profperity ; but the laft left the fuccef-

fion to a daughter, having no heir male, which Princefs coming to the crown, married

a powerful lord of the family of Tran, who ruled with her jointly but few months ; for

another of their grandees, called Hue rebelled againft them, and having vanquiftied

them in battle put them to death, and afcended the throne hitnfelf.

He governed not long, for the people conlpired againft him ; for what caufe I cannot

find : it may be fufpeded, that he ufed bad means for the maintaining of his unjuft

podcflions ; and having called the Chinefe to their aftiftance, they killed the ufarpcr,

and withal loft their own freedom, for the Chinefe fhewed themfelves true auxiliaries,

in feizing the whole kingdom for a reward of their labour and vidory.

A Chinefe viceroy or general was then ordered over this people, to govern them as

formerly, which continued for the fpace of fixteen years, when they began to be weary

of the Chinefe oppreftions and indolence, and withal commemorating their former

condition, they relblved unanimoufly to endeavour to free themfelves fn^n the Chinefe

yoke, and accordingly took arms under the leading of a valiant captain, by name
Lee, and fought with the Chinefe, and routed them in feveral battles, killing many
of them, with their viceroy or general Luetang ; which difafter, with the charges of

the war abroad and civil commotions at home, and the fniall profit this country yielded,

were perhaps the motives why the China Kmperor Humcew thought convenient to

quit it again, which is now about four hundred and fifty years ago. Having therefore

impofed on ilitm certain conditions, and taken fecurity for their faithful preformance,

vi;j. to come every three yeary, Liitc to the imj)erial city, Pckin, with fcvcral prelents,

1
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1

in acknowledgeiTiMit

and bounty, lie wiih-

which they call tribute, and to do homage to the Emperor,
that they hold this their kingdom and liberty of his mere grace

drew his troops from Tonqueen ; and thefe conditions are putiftually oblerved to this

very day.

Among the prefents, they are to carry images of gold and filver, made in the

pofture of criminals, denoting that they are fucli to the China empire, for the murder
of Luetang the aforefaid General, and that they are to remain evermore, fupplicant.s

to that court for the faid offence. The Kings of Tonqueen have likewife their choap
or feal from the Chinefe Emperor, as a mark of their dependency. And though this

formality be a mere piece of Chinefe vanity, yet they make no little ado about it.

Tliis year (i68'^) came here an ambaflador from the imperial court of Pekin, to bring

the title for a Bova, that had been inaugurated above eight or nine years before; he
was received with all the pomp and magnificence that the general could devife, or was
capable to put in praftice, and that not out of love, but mere ollentation, to (hew
the Tartars his grandeur and puiflance. They had prefented to their view a great

number of foldiers, richly clothed in Englifh and Dutch manufadures, moll of tJieir

elephants and cavalry in their bell furniture, gilded gallies, &c. But for all this, the

ambaflador did not deign to vifit his I lighnefs ; as indeed no ambafladors of that empire

ever do, making of him no other account than as a plebian ufurper, obfcure iu con\.

parifon of their emperors.

But to return : the Chinefe having thus forfaken the country, Lee was proclaimed

King, who reigned feveral years, and his family enjoyed the fceptre afterwards uninter-

rupted, for the fpace of above two hundred years, and then Mack ufurped the crown.

Tliis man was of a low and vile original, born about Batflian, a fiflier village, at the

river's mouth, where the European Ihips enter it : he was a wredler by profellion, and

ib dextrous therein, that he railed himfelf to the degree of a mandareen, or lord. But

his ambitio-.i, that afpired higher, could not be fatisned with any other condition, but

the fovereignty itfelr, and accordingly he confpired againft the King, and effected his

defign rather by crafty practices and ftratagems than force.

Having thus ufurped the crown, he fortified Batflian and other places, becaufe of

his many enemies, efpecially of Hoawing, a mighty and powerful Prince, in the province

of Tingiva, of whom he mofl flood in fear, fince he was in open defiance of the

ufurper. This Hoawing married his daughter to Hoatrin, a man of fingular ftrength

and valour, who had been formerly a notorious robber, and made him general of his

forces, and when he died, left him the guardianfhip and tuition of his only fon, at

that time about fourteen or fifteen years of age. Hoatrin having gotten the forces of

his deceafed father-in-law at his devotion, made open war againll Mack, and after

TTuny petty encounters, with various fuccefs, at lafl overcame him. The ufurper

imding himfelf reduced to a nonplus, was neceflltated to fly for his fecurity to Cabury,

a kingdom on the frontier of China, and fubjed to this King, fonnerly inhabited by a

kind of wild people. But Hoatrin came immediately after the victory of Cocha, the

metropolis, and having firll domolifhed the fortifications of Mack, he made proclama-

tion, if there was any heir male of thi- houfe of Lee, he might freely difcover himfelf,

jiromifing to pl.K\- him un the throne of h s anceflors, and protefled he had taken

arms for that end ; and accordingly, when a youth of the houfe of Lee was brought

to him, heexpreiled much joy, placed him ou the throne with abundance of readinefs,

aiul owned him his fovereign, (jrdcring every one to pay obedience to Lee, lawlul King

v'f Tonquei'n, ^^c, and for himlelf he relerved the title of Chova, or general of all the

forces. This was to the infinite difcontentment of his pupil the young Hoawing, who
did
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did not di-cam but that his brother-in-law, would have converted all the effe&s of his

lather's forces and army, with the prolpcrous fuccefs thereof, to his particular ufc,

"•reatnefs, and advancement, by excluding the orphan ; but he was deceived in his

account; for Hoatrin having prcvioufly made the requifite provifion for the fettlement

of the government, he feiit a peremptory letter to his brother-in-law, requiring his

obedience to this Prince of the houfe of Leo, or by default, to declare him a rebel

and open enemy to the ih\U\ This occafioned a civil war and a rent in the kingdom
ofTonquecn; for young Unawing, ahhough he was not againft Lee, yet could he

not endure to think that Tring lliouKi m.iko himfelf general, efteeming that place more
jufily to belong to him : but finding Iif was too weak to refirt; the power of Tring,

and to remain fo near aj 'I'ingwa is to the eity of Cacho, he thought it the fafeit way

to retire to Cochia-China, wlure he was joyfully received by thtjfe governors and

foldiers, who immediately elected him Chova, or general, to Lee, their lawful Bova,

or king, proclaiming Iring a trair u* and rebel ; fo that ever fince, now above two

hundrecl and twenty years, this kin;^dom has remained divided under two lieutenant-

generals, with royal authority ; both own Lee as King and ruler, according to their

aniient laws, cultoms and rights, but are mortal enemies, and wage continual war
againll each other.

I return now to Tring, and fee why as viQor he did not afcend the throne, and

take upon him the name and title of a King. Certainly it was not for want of ambi-

tion, or altogether out of modeily and fenfe of juftice, that he did not accept of any

higher title than that of general ; but it was in confideration of two very fpecious

rcafons : for (hould he afl'umc the crown and royal title to himfelf, he would be re-

garded as an ufurper, and cxpofc himfelf to the general hate and envy of the natives,

and more efpecially to the perfecution of Hoawing, who would be able, under the moll

jiifl: and plaufible pretexts, to work his ruin and extirpation. The other motive was

his apprehenfion, that the Chinefe Emperor fliould be againft him, as knowing he

was a ftranger to the royal race of the Kings ot Tonqueen ; whereby Tring would
involve himfelf in a torrent of troubles, and be, probably, the caufe of his own per-

dition ; therefore he thought it was the fecurcft way to fet up a Prince of the houfe of

Lee, with only the bare name of King, and rcferve the royal power for himfelf ; and
indeed all that belongs to the fovereign refides in the Chova, for he may make war or

peace as he thinks tit, he makes and abrogates laws, pardons and condemns criminals,

he creates and depoles magiftrates and military officers, ho impofes taxes, and orders

fines, according to his pleafure ; all ftrangcrs make their application to him, except

the ambalfadors of China ; and in a word his authority is not only royal, but abfolute

and unlimited ; wherefore the Europeans call him the King, and the true King is

called for diftindion's fake, the Emperor ; whilft the Bova or King is fhut up in his

palace, attended by none but fpies of the Chova ; neither is he permitted to ftir abroad
more than once a year, and that on the great folemnity of their annual facrifices, &c.

As for the reft, he ferves only to cry amen to all that the general doth, and to con-

firm for formalities fake, with his choap, all the a61s and decrees of the other ; to

conteft with him the leaft matter ould not bo fafe for him ; and though the people

refpeft the Bova, yet they fear the Chova much more, who is molt flattered becaufe of

liis power.

Ihe general's place is like the King's, hereditary, thceldeft fon fuccceds the father
;

yet often the ambition of the brothers has occafioned commotions and civil broils

aiming to Aijjplant each other ; therefore it is a common fayin;^ amongft them,
tl'.ai, the death of a thoufand Bovas doth not endanger the country in the Icaft j but when

the
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tiie Cliova dies, every one's mind is poffefled with great tremors and hoayy conilerna-

lion, expeding fearfijl changes in ftate and government.
This kingdom is, properly, divided into fix provinces, not reckoniii'i; the country

of Cubang, and a fmall part of Bowes, which are maintained as conqucrod lands, that

people being of a different language and manner from the Tonquecncfe ; and five of
the fix provinces are governed by their particular governors, which at prefent are all

eunuchs, with ample power ; but he that rules in Giang, the frontiers of Cochin-
China, the fixth provbce, is a kind of viceroy, or lieutenant-geniMal, and the militia

under him are not lefs in number than forty thouland foldiers. Mis authority is in a
manner abfolute, from whom there is no appeal, except in cafes of high treafon, to

the fupreme court of the kingdom. This viceroy is ufually a pcrfon of groat favour,

and much confided in by the general, who, to oblige him the more, marries either

his daughter or filler to him : it would be of ill confequence to the whole kingdom,
efpecialTy to the general, if this man fhould revolt to Cochin-China.

In former times they had eunuchs to govern this province too, but fince the trick

the Cochin-Chinefe put on one of them, they have not placed there any more as go-
vernors in chief. The jeft was thus : the Cochin-Chimie, who hate thefe kind of

creatures, and never employ any of them in bufinefs of importance, efpecially in the

militia, knowing the Capon-viceroy of that province was appointed generaliffimo for

the expedition in hand againft them, they fent hinv, in contempt, a brealf-piece of filk,

fuch as is worn by their women, for a prefent, defiring him to make ufe of it
;
giving

thereby to underftand, that fuch a drefs and ornament better became him than either

to command foldiers or to govern provinces, &c. as approaching fo near the female fex.

The governors of provinces have for their feconds a literado mandareen, or lawyer,

to aflift them in civil government and adminiftration of their laws, who fit with the

governors in public courts of juftice : befides this, each province has its feveral inferior

courts of judicature, and one among the reft that is independent of the governor's

authority, the judges whereof have their charaftei*s immediately of the fovereign court

of the Quan fo Lew, at Cacho.

In fmall controverfies of property, of grounds, houfes, debts, or the like, they pro-

ceed thus: a man that has an aftion againll another gives his complaint in to onglhaw,

or the head of his aldea, who takes Gnno cognizaTice of the matter, and brings it be-

fore the wean quan, head of twenty, thirty, or forty aideas, or villages, where th'

plaintiff and defendant are heard, and then fentcnco is given. But if one of the parties

be not content to ftand to this au rd, he appeals to the foe quan, head of eighty, one

hundred, or one hundred and fifty akler.s, wliero the matter is examined, with the

fentence of the wean quan, who, as he finds cavife, pafies his fentence. And in cafe

this does not fatisfy them, the fuit is brou^'lit before the provincial governor, where it

receives its final determination, without further appealing, provided the matter is of

no great importance, as I fi\id bclorc ; but if the debt is confiderable, or the preten-

fions ample, &c. they may appeal from the <;overnor to inga hean, a court as is noted

above, which the provincial govern irs havj no juriidiftion over. In this tribunal a

tuncy, of the clafs of the firli: literadoes, always prefidcs, and from thence the fuit

may be removed to the feveral courts- of the city, if they are firmly refolved, by pro-

fecuting the law, to ruin each other ; and although the judges caAnot hinder the parties

appealing from one court to another, yet, if two different courts give the like fentence

on one and the fame caufe, then the court from which the appeal is made has the pri-

vilege to infiicl fome corporal pvuiiihment on the appellants, or fine them, as is or-

dained by Uiw.
_ , J
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Criminal cafes, as theft, or the like matters, belong wholly to the governors of the

province, who punifli immediately Ibiall oft'ences ; but fuch as defcrve death, their

ientences are fent to the general, to have his confent for the execution thereof.

The quarrels of the great ones come generally to the city of Caclio ; but the names
of all the courts, and the precife methods of procefs, I cannot exadly affirm. How-
ever, I think they begin with the courts called Guan Key Dow, then an appeal lies to

Quail Gay Chue, and, in cafe of gj-eat moment, petition being made to the genera?,

he remits the caule at laft for a revife to Quan fo Lew, who hold their aflize in the

geiu ral's palace. The perfons who compofe this college are moft of them old litera-

docs, reputed wife, and fuch as have been prefidents of the chief courts of judicature,

and known, or at leail fuppofed to be of great integrity and honelly, and exalted to

be principal tninillers and counfellors of (late, on whofe care and prudence repoles the

whole weight of the civil government and laws of the kingdom.

Quarrels indillerently about ground, houfes, &c. in and about the city, belong to

the court called Quan lu Doven, where all fuch differences are decided ; but the party

may appeal to Quan gnue Suo, and thus fucccflively to Quan fo Lew, by way of

petition.

Rebellion and confpiracy againft the general, &c. falls under the cognizance of the

court of Quan fo Lew, and the governors of the city put their fentences or decrees in

execution, who are as much as prefidents of life and death of the city and its jurifdic-

tion J but more immediately appertain to them all caufes of murder, theft, and other

like crimes, both to judge and punifh the olTender without further appeal.

They are the rebels that come before the general with a wifp of ftraw in their mouths,

after they have made their peace and obtained pardon, to fliew that, by their difor-

dcrly life, they have made themfelves equal to brute beads ; but not thofe guilty of

murder, as Tavemiere is pleafcd to aflert.

The Chinefe laws are in ufe amongfl; them, which indeed may be confidered as

their civil and written law ; but the temporal edicts, llatutes, and conftitutions of their

princes and chiefdl doftors, intermixed with their old cuitoms, are of greatelt force,

and, in a manner, the whole directory of the government, and the rule of the people's

obedience ; all which are committed to writing, and digefted into feveral books, that

make at prefent their body of law ; and, to give this people their due, they ftiew much
more good nature and honefly than the Chinefe, or Ariftotle himfelf, in that refpcd,

where both their l^ws tolerate, nay, command the expofing of all maimed, deformed,

and female children, which are maxims that thefe people abhor as unnatural and

brutifh.

With no Icfs difdain they rejeft that law of their neighbours which encourageth tlie

moft execrable and abominable vice, not fit to be named. Queftionlcfs their primitive

legiflators were wife and good-intentioned politicians : but how commendable foevcr

thofe inditutions were, yet the mifery of human imperfedions, degeneracy by Icngtii

of time, multiplicity of lawyers, together with the daily incrcafe of other petty oflicers,

have brought jufticc now to that corruption, that for money moft crimes will be ab-

Iblved, fince there arc few of their judges but what are fubjed to bribes.

Juftice thus betrayed and perverted, even by its oflicers, has brought the country

into much diforders, and the people under great oppreflions, fo as to be involved into a

thoufand nnferies ; and woe be to a ftranger that falls into the labyrinths of their laws,

efpecially into the clutches of their capon-mandareens, to be judges of his particular

aflairsi for to them it commonly happens in the like«.afes that matters are referred,

and hemuft look for nothing I -fs than the ruin of his purfe, and be glad if he efcapes
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without being bereaved of his fenfes too ; whereof I could alledge many examples of
my own knowledge, to my woeful experience, were it to the purpofe.

Having thus amply fpoken of their laws and their manner of proceeding therein,

it remains now to confider the other ftate column as it (lands at prefent, their policy,,

in which is very remarkable their great veneration for the family of their lawful Kings,
whofe title, though an empty one, is ufed in all their writings. The Chovas are ex-
ceedingly to be commended for their religious obf'erving their promifes to maintain
both the royal flock, and the laws and conllitutions of the land, and to innovate no-
thing therein, though repugnant to the intereft of their ufurped power.

To ihis is owing chiefly that we fee the heir of the crown permitted to live after he
is dripped of his rights and royal authority ; a thing, I believe, that has no where an
exampk', and is not to be found in the hillories of any other nations, and may found
like a ftrange paradox in the ears of the politicians of other countries. Nor is it alto-

gether the fear of China that ties the general's hands fo as not to be able to inftigate

him againft the King, nor ignorance of the power of thofe temptations which generally
the lullre of a diadem infpires in the minds even of fuch as have no realbn to pretend
to it ; nor are they ftrangers to the praftices of other oriental monarchs, who retain

their poflclTions by what means foever they acquire them, though it be by the per-

verfion of juflice and honefty, and the fubverfion and violation of all laws human and
divine.

But in truth, we may fay, thefe generals were nnoderate, and that of thofe qualities

proper to tyrants, as ambition, covetoufnefs, and cruelty, this lafl: was never found
predominant in them ; whereof their brothers, who are often entrufted with important
employs, as governors of provinces, the conduft of armies, &c. are both convincing

proofs and manifed arguments. They are, in (liort, too generous to follow the
maxim of killing them for their own imaginary fecurity.

One prince indeed I knew who was poifoned by order of his brother the general ;

but the neceflity, if one may fo fay, was fo urgent, that there was no other way in

that exigency to preferve his own Ufe, as it will be noted in the next chapter.

Their method of promoting fcholars to their feveral degrees, which 1 have already

mentioned, is both regular and jufl, and a great eiitouragement to learning and thtr

well-deferving therein.

The often removing their mandarcens from their government is good prudence, to

prevent plots and confpiracies ; but as there is no government but what has its defeat

as well as its perfeftion, fo this is not wanting in both qualides ; and it is certainly a
great weaknefs in their politics, as it is a needlefs charge to the public to maintain

fuch a great army idle, as they do in time of peace, and muft needs be a mighty
burthen to the commonalty, who feel the weight mod.
The general is likewife fhort in not making timely provifion for the great numbers

of his people, fmce their daily increafe will make them too numerous and incapable

of living together, theretoro it would be a good expedient to find Ibme outlet for thofe

fuperlluous humours, for fear they might in time caufe fome violent convulfion in the

date, which perhaps might irretrievably overturn it. The lad famine, in particular,

fwept away two-thirds of the inhabitants, who, if they had been employed againd the

Cochin-Chinefe, or fome other hodile countries, they might have dedroyed it with

their very hands and teeth.

The over great confidence the general repofcs in the capons, as it is a mean thing,

fo it is contrary to good policy to tolerate fo much evil as they occafion in the date,

for the fmall and unjud bcnelits which ho receives by theii* means.

Tlie

m
r 1' 1
i\ Kt'

flu]

';;*

!' t:

i:!'t';

J„
..-^

P



me BATCON • DESCRIVTION 0»

The cuftom of felling mofl; offices indifferently to fuch aswilfpay mod for them,

not repardinp condition or capacity of perfons, is certainly a foul merchandize, and a

bafenels unbecoming the public, efpecially as to the officers of judicature ; for if they

buy their places dear, it is likely they will make the mod advantage thereof, at the

expence of right and juftice.

Their militia, as it is alfo much more numerous than is required in a defenfivc war
(which is a conduct that for feveral years they have thought it their intereft to obfcrvej,

or befitting peaceable times, lb it may prove of dangerous confequence if they fliould

be troublelome. Some years ago thefe foldiers mutinied, and had they then found

one to head them, it would have gone very hard with the genoral, who perhaps

might have experienced from them fome fuch infolences and dcvallations as feveral

Roman emperors met with from their pretorians, and the Turks from their janilfarics.

He doth well to ffiift them from place to place, and change of en their commanders,

and to keep them in continual labour and aftion. But the word of all is, that the

captains of his militia are eunuchs, who, generally, are cowardly fellows; and it is

thought their bufinefs has been the grand caufe of the many overthrows this nation has

received of the Cochin-Chinefe, and will be, as long as they are thus employed, al-

ways a hindrance in the conqueft of that fpot of ground which, in comparifon of

them, contains but a handful of men.

They truft more to their infantry than to their cavalry or elephants, by reafon the

country is low, fwampy, and full of rivers and brooks, which renders them of fmall

ferA'ice.

Their foldiers are good markfmen, and in that, I believe, inferior to few, and fur-

paffing moft nations in dexterity of handling and quicknefs of firing their mulkets.

Firelocks are not in ufe amongft them, but the bow is mightily in falhion, in which
they are expert to admiration.

in fine, they foon learn their exercife of arms, and are good proficients therein

;

but to mount the great horle is no more with them than the getting aftride on a com-
mon bead, which this country produces for the mod part fmall, yet very lively.

Their elephants nrr trained up for war, and emboldened againd fome fort of fire-

works and the noife of guns, as far as the nature of the creature is capable of. As
for artificial fire- works, they are rather ignorant than fkilful therein.

Their finances, or invention to bring in money to the general's coffers, over and
above his annual revenue, are,—by fale of rtiod offices in the kingdom ; by the fines

impofed on niandareciis and kranfgreflors ; the tenths of all contrabands; confiderable

diarcs out of the eltates of deceafed mandareens : bur he is heir-general of the eunuchs,
or capons, and has in a manner all they leave : add to this his accidental revenue,

which comes in by Rrangers, inerchantvS, he, (which is more or lefs, according as

diips and vefTcls come to trade in this partj ; the poll or head money ; excifcs on pro-

vifions, and impofitions on inland merchants' commodities, kc. ; fo that the general's

revenues mud needs amount to a very confiderable ium. But fince this money, for

the mod part, is taken from one to feed the other, the public wealth is nothing bet-

tered thereby, hut ratlier the worfe, fn-afnuich as it is the fweat and blood of the iii-

dultrious, which the Ia-/y and idle often fpeiid mod prodigally and profufely ; alfo for

that the oppreffive taxes do not furceafe thereby; which (together with their proceed-
ings in matters of coiiiinerce, which they hold in fcorn as much as they deipife the

traders, neglecting the great convenience they have thereby to render their country
rich and liourilhing, which is the dudy of all well-governed nations throughout the

world) renders tiiein in the main but a poor and mifcrable people.
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I have noted' this more particularly in the chapter treating about the trade, &c. of
the kingdom ; fo referrinpf thereto, I (hall proceed next to give fome account of th«
general and his grandees and court.

CHAP. XII.— Of the General of Tonqueen^ his Family^ Officers^ and Cour^.

BY what hath been faid in the foregoing chapter, it may eafily be underftood how
fiir the amhoriiy of the Bova of Tonqueen extends, and that the general has really the
hchn in hand ; let us then confider him as the fpiiit and life of this ftate. His power
is, like that of moft eailern Kings, monarchical in excels, yet not fo tyrannical as

many of them, fince they ever had their laws and old culloms in great veneration, and'
comportt d their aftions agreeable thereto.

The prefent general is the fourth of the houre of Tring, in a direft line, that has,

as one may fay, fwaycd the fccptre over this people. Mis family was efftblilhed in

the government as foon as Mack the ufurper was lupprefTed, and then laid the found-
ation of their prefent greatiiefs. He is aged fifty-three years, and is a fliarp fubtile

politician, but of an infirm conflitution. He fucceeded his father in the year i68s,
with whom he reigned jointly feveral years. He had three fons and as many daughters

by fundry concubines, but his eldeft and youngeft fons dying, the fecond, juft on his

grandfather's dcceafe, fell mad or diftraded, but is now recovered, and has the title

of Chu-ta, that is, young general (the ufual title of the eldeft furviving fon^, who keeps
his court feparate, and almoft as magnificent as his father, has his mandareens, fer-

vants, and officers of the fame denomination, only that in precedency they give place

to thofe of the father ; but as foon as the prince fucceeds the general, then his fervants

take place of the others, very few excepted, who often,, for their wifdom and expe-
rience, keep their former ftations.

If the general marries, which feldom happens but in their latter years, when there

are little hopes of iffue by the perfon, this lady, as wife, is chief of all his women, and
has the name and title of Mother of the Land, becaufe of her extradion, which is al-

ways royal ; but concubines he takes early, and fometimes before eighteen ; the
number not limited ; fometimes three hundred, often five hundred and more, if he
jjlcafcs ; for it is an honour to excel therein ; and in the ciioice of them their beauty
is not fo much regarded as their art and fkill in finging and dancing, and playing on
a muficiil iiidrununt, and to have the wit to divert the general with diverfity of pleafing

Iports. Of thefe, {he that proves mother of the firft fon is honoured, as foon as her

iun is declared heir apparent, with the name and title of true and legitimate wife, and
though Ktit quite fo much reipeded, yet '': r better beloved than the former: the reft

of the concubines that have children by hi u are called ducha, or excellent woman •.

his male children, the eldeft excepted, arc 'aimed with the appellation duc-ang, i. e.

.

excellent perfon, or nun; the daughters are called batua, which is as much as to

fay princeis with us ; the like titles have his brothers and fillers, but not their chiU

dren, nor his grand-children, except thole defcending from his eldeft fon.

For his own children queltioukfs he provides well, but his fifters and brothers muft
be content with fuch revenues as he is pkafed to allow them out of the public, which
d.creafes in their family as it declines and grows remote from his blood, fo that thofe

of the fourth and fifth defcent can expcd no fuch provifion.

'i'he prefent general has many brothers and fifters, but he is not over kind to them
which I take to proceed from his fulpicious temper and weakly conftitution. Moft of

his prtdecclfors were otherwiie inclined ; they admitted their brothers to public aftairs,

an-vl



689 BARON S nESCRIl'TlON Of

and conferred on them the titles and power of generals, field marflials and provinciiil

governors, with ihc truft of munbers of foldicrs, always employing them in honour-

able charges, and fiich as became the general's brothers.

As I faid before, I could never hear of more than one example amongft them, of

killing a brother in cool blood, and is that of the late deceafed general againft Prince

Chechening ; which, all circumflances confidered, can hardly be termed cruelty. The
hiftory runs thus:

—

This Chechening was fecond brother to the deceafed general, a prince endued with

many heroic virtues; his liberaHty, generofity and courteous difpofition, made him

popular, and fo beloved among the foldiers that they would call him their father. A
p-udent captain he was, and no lefs eminent in valour, for having given the Cochin-

Chinefe leveral overthrows, he was fo extremely redoubted, that they called him the

Lightning of Tonqueen. His fame thus daily increafing both abroad and at home, it

at length drove him on the rocks and precipices of his brother's envy and jcaloufy,

which the good Prince perceiving, endeavoured to remove ; humbly telling him, he

would do nothing but what he (hould order ; and that the good fuccefs he had in arms

proceeded wholly from his wife and prudent diredion, protelling and folemnly i'w oar-

ing, he never did nor would undertake any thing that might in the lead be prejudicial

to him ; and that if the foldiers or rabble (hould dare to ofl'tr him his place, he

would not only refufe and abhor it, but punifh alfo moft feverely the movers of fuch

propofilions.

This declarauon gave for the prefcnt fome feeming content and fatisfaftion to the

general ; but a few years after, whether the ground was the envy and jealoufy aforefaid

or that he had done fomcwhat that could be mifconftrued or fufpeded, or was falfely

accufcd, or whatfoever clfe the matter was, for it is differently reported, the general

fent for him and part of his army from the frontiers of Cochin-China. In obedience

to this command, he came to court, where by order of the general, he was imme-
diately clapped in irons, and confined to a certain clofe prifonnear the palace.

In this condition he continued feveral years, by which it feems his faults were not capi-

tal, or at leaft nothing could be proved againft him to take away his life ; but in the

interim, as fate would have it, about the year 1672, the foldiers that were in the city

of Chacha, a great number, no lefs than 40,000 meeting all at once, and filling every

comer thereof with fear and tumultuous noifes, and driving out thereby its vulgar to

their feveral aldeas, came with /ad exclamations to the palace gate, yet had fomuch reve-

rence as not to enter : they brought no arms but their hands and tongues, rudely

bawling forth their rimdom thoughts againft the general in ojiprobrious language, re-

proaching his ungratefulnefs towards them, and prodigality to his women, whom he

permitted to fquander and wafte the treafure of the land, while they were ready to

perifli in want and mifery, as if he purpolely defigncd their deftrudion and confufion

by the moft uncafy and infupportable methods of famine and nakedncfs ; magnifying

their own deferts in his fervice, threatening to take fome fevere courfe, if he did not

enlarge their pay, and diftribute fome money among them committing the mean while

a thoufand infolent enormities, hovering round the palace, and encamping at the

feveral avenues thereof, as if they intended to beficge the general therein ; and in

cftednone could go out or in without their commiftion.

In this extremity and ftreight, the general confulted with the Quan fo Lew, and other

privy counJellors what to do. One of them, a great literado, was of opinion, it was

bcft to grant the foldicrs their defircs, which being moderate they might cafily be ap-

j)cafcd, alledging that to quell the country people, when rebellious, it was cuftomary

to
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to ufe the foldicrs : but to quiet the mutinous foldlers, money was the only cxpoJient

:

but another literado, by name Ong 'rrungdumc, of great tame for hiswildom, and in higli

refped for his dignity, of a violent rcfolute nature, oppofcd the firft opinion, laying it

was imprudent, and of pernicious conlequencc to indulge a company of mutinous fellows

too far ; adding that it was much the better remedy to feize fome of • ring-leaders,

and ]nit then\ to death, which would amaze and allonilh the reft, as .o njakc tlieiu

{hift for their fafety and fecurity. The general inclined moft to this laft advice, for

love of his money, yet was doubtful in his refolution. The foldicrs having their I'pies

in the palace, as he had his among them, had prefently notice of what palled, which lb

incenfed them againft Trungdumc, that watching the time of his coming fortli the

])alace to go home, they immediately fci/ed him, and treated him in the cruel and bar-

l)arous manner an enraged multitude could invent ; for having inhumanly bruifed

and beaten him wi'.h their fifts, knees, elbows, knobs of their fans, &c. they trampled

the breath out of his body with their feet, anil then dead as he was, tliey drew him
ignominioufl;.' through the ftreet to the fandy ifland near the avfenal, where tiiey tore

and cut his body into fmall pieces. 'I'his audacious cruelty, together with other noto-

rious affronts put on feveral maudareens at the fame time, plunged the general and his

courtiers in divers deep perplexities, and filled them with mortal fears, in fomuch that

nioft began to creep in holes and corners to avoid the rage of this terrible tempeft,

leaving their mafter in a manner defolatc.

The difcreeteft among the foldiers, finding that they had palTcd the Rubicon, thought

there was no retiring, and therefore adviied their companions to provide themfelves

with a head who might guide and order their irregular and tumultuous proceedings,

propofing Prince Chechening as fit for the purpofe ; to which they unanimoufly con-

fcnted, and would have fetched him out of prifon that inftant, and proclaimed him gene-

ral, b)it that the night, which was already come on, hindered the enterprize, and

caufed them to defer it to next morning ; but the general having item of their intentions,

prepared with his own hands a dofe for Prince Chechening, and fent it him in the dead

of the night, by a trufty eunuch, with order that he Ihould drink all the potion.

The capon, as foon as he came to the prince, after he had made four fombeys, delivered

liis errand, and the general's prefent, which the Prince prefently guefled to be what
it was ; but what he faid is not well known, only that he made four fombeys toward

the general's palace, and then took off the draught, and in few hours after died. This

was the end of Prince Chechening, whole virtue was his greatefl: crime, the foldiers'

unfeafonable love caufmg his untimely death. The next morning he ordered a great

quantity of filver and copper cafh to be given to the mutineers, quenching thereby in an

inftant the fire of this popular infurrcdion : but feveral of them perilhed afterwards,

few knew how.

It is time now to return from our digreffion, to take a view of the lords of the blood,

mandareens, &:c. either civil magiftrates or military officers, who at the time of their

abode in the city, go every morning early to court to wait oirthe Chova and Prince.

The Bova is complimented on the ift and 15th of every moon by them, in their violet

or blue garb, with caps of their own callico manufactures, in which they are obliged

to clothe their retinue. The Chova receives them in great ftate, fitting at a great dif-

tance uncovered, for the more pomp (unlefs on fome folemnity) his numerous lifeguard

in arms in the palace yard, furrounded by many capon fervants, who carry his order

and commiffions to the mandareens, and bring their anfwers, or, according to their

method of fpeaking, lupplications, which they deliver to him on thiir knees. In fine,

at this time moft ftate matters are here handled and difpatched ; the ads and refolu-
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tions of the Quan fo Lew, or fupreme court (whofe feilions is in this palace) is pre.

fented to him, to have his approbation thereon. The Prince likewife has his foliciton

near the general (for he himfeif comes hardly once in a moon to court ), who gives him

notice of all that paiTes, that he may regulate his proceedings accordingly. No burmefs

of roqiitfts or petitions Aide in this court except it be greafcd with prcfents and gifts

anfworabK' to the import of affairs.

It is a goodly figlit to foe fuch a crowd of lords, and how every thing is carried liere

with that decency and dtcoriim that ftrikes an awe in every beholder, and would

have really much inajedy in it, if they would difpenfe with or abrogate that flavilh

cuftom of going bareloot. The general indulges his mandareens much, treating them

with refpccl and tcudcrnefs iis to their lives, which arc fcldoin in danger, but for treafon :

for other oftencos they are fined or difgraccd, by being turned out of employ, or ba-

nifhed the court.

When any luandarecn intercedes for their friends or kindred that have offended,

they come covered before the general ; then putting off thoir caps, they fombcy

four times, a way of reverence or rather adoration, which confifls in falling firft on

their knees, then touching the ground with their bodies, after the Chinefe mode, they

requcit his highiiefs to pardon the crime, and impute the fault to the interceffor, who is

ready by the fign of flanding bare, which on fuch like occafions intimates the condition

of a criminal, to undergo fuch punKhment as the Prirtce fhall pleafe *o inflid on him.

About 8 o'clock the general withdraws from the audience palace, and .l.e lords, &c.

retire from court, all but the captain of the guards, with fome that have affwes at court,

who are capons, of which a great number being young, are menial fervants, who
with the domeffic maids are only permitted to enter his privy apartments and feraglio of

women and concubines.

Of thefe capons, a pert of mankind, the parafites, fycophants, and per^-erters of

ihcfe Princes, there are no lefs than 4 or 500 belonging to the court, who are ufually

fo proud, imperious and unreafonable, as makes them not lefs hateful and abhorred

than feared by the whole nation ; however, the Prince confidee mod in them, both for

domeflicand ftate matters; for after th«y have ferved 7 c\ ^ years in the inner court,

thep are raifed gradually to public adminiflrations and dignities, fo as to be graced with

the moft honourable titlts of provincial governors, and military prefects ; while fevcral

of the more deferving, both of the military officers and the clalTes of the literadoes,

are neglected and fuffer for want. But it is certain, the general refpefts his own pre-

fent profit (whatfoevcr the confequence may be) in the advancing them, for wh.-n they

die, the riches they have accumulated by foul piaflices, rapine and extortion, fall in a

manner all to the general as next heir ; and though their parents are living, yet in regard

they contributed nothing to their well being in the world, but to geld them, to which

they were prompted by great indigence, and hopes of court preferment, therefore they

can pretend to no more than a few houfes and fmall foots of ground, which alfo they

'

cannot enjoy but with the good liking and pleafure of the general.

However, not to detraft from truth, fome of thefe capons have been of extraordi-

nary merit, and among them, more efpecially thefe three by name, Ong-Ja-Tu-Lca,

Ong-Ja-Ta-Foe-Bay, and Ong-Ja-How-Foe-Tack ; thefe were indeed the delight of

Tonqueen ; but they were fucii as loft their genitals by chance, having had rhem bit

off either by a hog or dog. Thefe fort of capons are by the fuperflitious Ton-
queenefe, believed to be deftined to great preferments and eminence.

The bft of thefe is yet living, and at prefent governor of Hein, and the largeft pro-

tiucc in the country, admiral of all the lea forces, and principal minifter for the

affairs
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nfTairs of Grangers ; a prudent captain, a wife governor, and .w uncorrupt judge,

which renders him admiiiiMo to thofc heathens, and a (hamc to many Chnllians, who,
though they are bicft with the li;;lit of tlio gofpel, rarely arrive at that height of excel,

lence, as to know how to be great, gcKjd, and poor at once.

Remarkable is what thoy relate of Ojig-Ja-'i'u-Lea, famous for his (harp brain, and
prodigious parts, and no lefs for liis fudilen yil\-, as flrange and tragical fall ; whofc
hiffory take as follows : —

In the minority of tiio lionfc of Tring (that is to f.iy, before It \»os firmly cftablifhcd

in the government,) the then reigning general having great necefiity for fomc able

Jfatefmen, on whom he might diibiirdeu fomc part of his weighty affairK, and being

aillifted with continual perplexities on this hi :ul, he chanced to dream that he (hould

meet a man the next niorning, whom he could trull and employ ; and as it happened,

the fnlk man that came to the court in the morning, was this Tu-Lca, who agreeing

exaftly with the imaginary pidure of his dream, both in proportion, ftaturc and
jihyfiognomy, the general conferred with hiii\ ; and after fome difcourfc found him
of great ability, and exadly acquainted with their arcana imperii ; whereupon he
raifed him immediately, and m a little while augmenteil his authority fo greatly, that

there was hardly any difference between the mailer and the fervant, but if any, Tu*
Lea was more refpedled, courted and feared than the general himfelf. Whether this

was the caufe of his difpleafure againff him, or that this mufhroom (raifed in a night),

forgetting his obligation, prompted by ambitious ingratitude, and blinded by his

overmuch profperity, did conlpire really to deftroy his mailer, and to affume the

place himfelf (as the common bruit was), or that this was merely a pretence to colouv^

the general's jealoufy of his overgrown greatnefs, I will not determine ; but to be brief,

he was by the general's order torn in pieces by four horfes, his body and difmembered

limbs cut in pieces, and then burnt, and the aflies thrown into the river.

Every year, about the latter end of our January, which falls out about their laft

moon, all the mandareens, officers and military men are fwom to be faithful to the

King and general, and that they (hall not conceal trcafonable machinations againd

their perfons, on forfeituie of their lives. The mandareens take the like oath oftheir

wives, fervants and domellics. He that reveals high treafon, has at moft but thirty

dollars, and a fmall employ for a reward, which is far Ihort of our author's muln>

plication.

They have annual mufters for the levy of foldiers through the whole kingdom ; in

which choice they greatly refpec^ the tallnefs of perfons. Thofe of extraordinary

height are allotted to lie of thegeneral's life gviard, the others are difpofed of according

to occafions.

All thofe that have any degree in learning and handicrafts-men arc exempt from

this mufler. How they proceed witli deferters I cannot affirm ; but am certain the

Tonqueenefe know not what hanging means ; their way is to behead them ; only

thofe of the royal blood are flrangled. 1 mull needs fay they are neither cruel nor

exquifite in thefe inventions.

As for ftrangi rs they employ none, thinking none fo wife as themfelves ; however,

when I came from Slain, 1 was examined about the affairs of that kingdom and Cochin*

China, and concerning my voyage in the Tonqueen fing-ja, and whether thofe boats

might be able to tranfport foldiers through the high feas ; to which 1 anfwered as I

thought fit. Then I was queflioned how, if the general fliould give me the command
of two or three hundred foldiers to be employed againft Cochin-China ? To which I

replied, I was by profeffion a merchant, confequcntly ignorant of martial affairs, and
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therefore incapable of fcrviiig his IiighntTs in tliat refpeft ; wliich cxcufo ami rcfufal,

tlioii^h it fcrvcd for that litnc, yet it operated againll mc when I was accul'ed by
the (.Uiinefc.

With the nobihfy of this country, ns I have hinted elfcwhore, and acquaintid you

that nubility only derccmls lo thu pulterity of the King and geiier.il, and that only to

the third degree ; but the refl as they obtained it by arms, liarninp, or inoni-y, (0 it

IS but duninw i:il/i, liy the fnft means lew are raifeii, by the fecund Ionic, but tlu;

third is the true loadllone which attracts moll favour.

The general's court rtands in Cacho, altuofl in the midll of the city : it is very fi)aci()us

and walled about ; within and without built full of low hnall lioufes for the cunveni-

eiicy of the foldiers : within they arc two llories high moll open for air. '1 he gates

are larj^e and llately, ail of iron work, as indeed the greatell part of the palace is. IWa
own and wmnen's apartments are (lately and collly edifices, let forth with carved,

gilded and hictjuer work. In the firll |ilain of the court arc the ftables for his biggfll

til pliants ;iiul bed htrles ; on the hinder part are many parks, groves, walks, harbour.;,

filli-punds, and whatlbever elfe the country can allord for his plcafure or recreation,

fincc he felduiu ilirs out.

CHAP. XIII. — That there is no/tub Manner of Coroniition and Inthronization of their

Kin^s as is related by M. Tavcmiere.

AS our author is moft erroneous throughout his book, fo this his thirteenth chapter

is in a maimer one entire error ; for how diligent foever I was to enquire of their

learned men, and other pcrfons of quality, I could not find that they ufed the foleni-

nity of inthroning or coronation of their Kings, with fuch pomp and magnificence, or

any thing like it, as he relates j nay, fcarce that they obferve any ceremony at all.

They told me that fuch external gallantries and all oltentations were contrary to

their culloms and pratlice : for when their King or general dies, all public Iheus

whatever that exprefs mirth or deinondrate any magnificence, or have any fign ot

glory, fo much as the wearing gold, filver, or gaudy cloaths, are not only forbidden

throughout the whole kingdom, but reckoned very fcandalous to be ufed. Neither

muft a courtier, during the time of his mourning for his Prince, appear in rich furni-

turc himfelf, or in his horfe, elephants, palankeens, hammocks, he. ; but the worfl,

coarfeft, and ineaneft habiliments they can invent are accounted the propereft, efpecially

for the highelt dignified and ncarcft of blood, with manyother nice obfervations whereof

more amply in due place.

All the ceremony they ufc on thefe occafions, confifts only to foinbcy, and prefent

the Prince fo fucceeding, who entertains the complimentors of note with meat, yet

not with the ufual court fplendor or merriment, by reafon of his mourning for his

predeceffor. But was it ulual with them to advance their King (who at prefent lui- no
mtereft in the itatej with fo much grandeur and flate to the throne, quelUonlefs they

would have fome degrees of honour likewife for the general when he alTumes his

dignity ; fince his power and authority, though intruded, controls all, and that on all

occafions he is molt refpedted and obferved.

In 1682, when I arrived here from Siam the old general was newly deccafed : hLs

heir made no noife at all when he lucceeded j nay he carried himfelf fo private therein,

that none abroad heard of court matters, or perceived the leall alteration of govern-

ment whatlbever ; neither would he receive the ufual honours from his own inanda-

retns, or admit Ilningcrb to audience, either to condole bis lorruws, or to congratulate

his
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Ms advancement ; only their prcfunts were received. 'I'hu'!, without any other form-
ality, the general took pofl'cdlon i)f his oHice ; and undoubtedly he would never-

condcfcend tin.- king Ihould exceed him in that kind, not only becaufe he is to bear

all i'uch chargLS and ex^icnccs, but alfo tor i'car the other ihould incrcafu too much in

reputation thereby.

Our author then k to be admired for relating things both unknown and contrary

to the cuftoms lA this people : confidently alii 1 ling his brother was an eye witnefs of
that ingenious invented romance, on this occafum : for what are they elfe than fables,

to fay that, in this folenmity, all the artillery of the court walls were fired, when
there is not I much as a great gun upon the walls, nor ever was, by relation ; that all

the foldiers were drawn thither from the frontiers, which is to open the gates of the

kingdom to the Cochin-Chinefe, who are always upon the watch for fucli an opportu-
nity, to incorporate with their dominion the two adji)ining provinces, which were*

once ruled by tlie predecelfors of their Chova ; that they fwcar fidelity to the King, and
that they will defend him and the country againft the Chinefe their inveterate enemies,

when as we have recounted they are tributary to the Chinefe empire, now in pofledlon

of the Tartars, whom they endeavour by all means imaginable not to oil'end, for fear

of lofing their country and freedom ; that the King's liberality extends that day to

one million of panes of gold, which in filver amounts at lead to one hundred and
fifty millions ui crowns, a fum I am lure the whole kingdom can hardly mufter up
both ill gold and lilver, though he aims to pcrfuade the world that the King of

Tonquceii poiVeiVes the riches oi Crcefus ; that the King makes prefents of money to

officers of unknown names, and ofTicers never heard of in the country j that he
bellows fo many panes of gold and filver on the conftable, meaning thereby the

general, from whom he receives all he has ; that the facrifices fliould be fo large as

to contain that prodigious number of beads, whereby neceffarily the plough mult
ftand Ilill, and the people be content to fall the whole year as to flefli.

After this epicurean banquet, together with what he mentions of the bonzes, fireworks,

bird-iiells, colt's flefli, &e. impertinent contradidions and abfurdities, not worthy
regard : I mull confefs he notes fome things and pafliiges here proper to Siam, and
agreeable to the manners and conflitutions of that people, fo that he is only miflvaken in

the application. What is to be faid of the King's going out I will note in the next

chapter.

The ladies of quality, when they go abroad, are carried according to their feveral

degrees, either in clofe fedans or hammocks upon the flioulders of men. Neither

does this nation keep their women fo llridl from the fight of others, as the Moors and

Chinefe do.

The celebration of their nativity they obferve very pundlually, from the Prince to

the meanell, each to his ability and power, with feafting, mufic and other paftimcs,

fire works excepted ; in which they arc very deficient, as I hinted before. They are

alfo prcfented on the fiiid occafions by their kindred, friends and dependants, who
attend them to honour the folemnity.

As to the King's liberality, who lent his fon and fucceflbr a donative of a thoufand

panes of gold, intrinfic value, an hundred and fifty thoufand dollars, and five hun-

dred bars of filver, above leven thoufand dollars at once, it is altogether iinpoflible j

becaufe the yearly revenue allowed him, comes to no more than eight thoufand dollars.

He errs likewife in his multiplication, making thofe panes of gold and bars of filver

to be only an hundred and twenty thoufand livres.

As
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As to the KiH;jj's fuccefTor, ho himfelf is often ignorant which of his fons is to fuccccd

him, if he has more tiian one ; and if but one, it is not certain that he fhall be King

after him, fince it lies in the general's bread to naim* fuch an one as he hkes beR,

provided he be of the royal (lock ; though he feldoni puts by the next heir, unlefs if

be for great reafons, and urgent political motives, ;i^i-.

CHAP. XIV— Oft/jc Ceremony of the Ki>t^\t I'f^//'"^ f^'^ Country, vulgarly among/} then;

Ciilh'ii Bova-dee-yaw, or, according to their Charaden, Can-Ja.

THE King fildotn or never goes out t(i take his pleafure, but once a year he flievi"'^

himdlf in public (not reckoning when he is carried by the general on particular

occailons) on the folemnization of their grand ceremony, at the beginning of their

new year, on a particular chofcn day ; for they believe fome to be good, others better,

fome inditforent, others bad ; whereof thi-y are fo ruperfHtioufly obl'ervant as to under-

take nothing of importance, without confulting full molt ferioufly both their China

almanacks and blind country diviners.

The Kincj, general, and Prince, with mofl, of the mandareens of the court, on this

folenm occafioii, go before l>rcak of d.iy feverally to a place at the fouth end of the city

purpofely built fnr this occan;)ii, with three gates different from their other pagodas
;

neither are there any images in the houfe. Here they (lay without in fundry apart-

ments till day light : the King in the mean time is to wadi his body, and put on new
cloaths never worn before.

About eight of the clock apiece of ordnance is fired ; on which fignal the general,

Prince and Mandareens repair to the King, to do homage, though it extends as to the

general and Prince, no further than a bare point of formality. This compliment palTes

m filence, yet with much (late and gravity on both fides : tlien immediately the fecond

fignal of a gun is heard ; whereupon the King is accompanied to the gates of the faid

, houfe, which are all (hut, whereat he knocks, and is by the door-keeper alked who
he is. He anfwers, the King, and they let him in ; but none may enter with hitn,

that being contrary to their fuperftition. Thus he docs three feveral times, till

he comes into the houfe, where he falls to his devotion and fupplications, having

kept a flrift faft to his gods, after their mode ; which done, he feats himfelf in a gilt

rhair placed in the yard of the faid houle ; and having paufed a little, a plough with a
bulFalo tied to it, in the fame manner as they ufe them for tilling the ground, is pre-

fented him, who holding it by the place ufually taken hold of wnen they work it, he
blel?'cs the country, and teaches the people by this emblem, that none (hould be alharned

•to be a hufl)andman, and that the diligent, induflrious and provident, cfpecially in

the culture of the ground, may certainly expeft the enjoyment of their labour and
pains.

I am informed by fome, that, at the fame time, the ceremony of the cups is ufed
;

others aj^ain contradid that, and afhrm it to be on the day of inllalling the new King.

Be ii when it will, the manner is thus : on a bandefiaor lacquered table (lands feveral

cups with prepared viftuals in them ; and among the red there is one with boiled white

rice, another with yellow rice, one with water, and one with herbs or greens : all thefe

cups are neatly covered with fine paper, and with Itarch faftened thereon, fo that one
.cannot be known from another. One of thefe the King takes at adventure, which is

immediately opened, and if he lights on the yellow rice, there is great rejoicing, becaufe

it portends (as they believe) plenty in the land ; if on the white rice, a good harvell;
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if vtTXter, an indifferent year ; but the herbs or greens is extreme bad, denoting great

mortality, famine and defolation ; and fo the reft of the cups every one hath its

particular fignification and augury, according to what their idolatry and fuperditiun

ditlites.

With this ends this grand ceremony ; and the third gun being fired, the King mounts
his open chair, covered with many umbrellas, and is carried on the flioulders of eight

foldit-rs, as it were in proceflion, through feveral Itreets to his palace, accompanied

by many literadocs in the China veils all on foot. lie is likewife attended by a

handfome guard of the genci-al's foldiers, fomc elephants and horfes, under the

noifo of drums, timbrels, ftalmay, copper bafons and hautboys, &c. itandards and colours

flying.

As he paflcs along he demonflrates his liberality to the poor fpeftators and aldea

people, by throwing cafh or copper coin amongll them. A while after the King, the

general follows riding on a itately elephant, waited on by many Princes of his own,
and royal family, with moflof the military officers and civil magiflrates of the king-

dom, riciily attired and guarded by a detachment of three or four thoufand horfe, and
about an hundred or an hundcred and fifty elephants with fumptuous furniture, and an

infantry of no lefs than ten thoufand men, all fine and gallantly clothed with coats

and caps made of European inanufadures, fo that he far exceeds the King in pomp
and magnificence. He comes a great part of the fame way the King did, till he arrives

at the fireet that leads direftly to his palace, where turning he leaves the other on his

march. The Prince brings up the rear of this cavalcade ; he has half the train of his

father, comes the fame way, but takes the nearell cut to his own palace.

.' (' ;^mwmm
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CIIAP. XV.— 0/t/je T/jeckydaw, or purging the Countryfrom all }naIevoIcnt Spirits.

THE theckydaw is obferved commonly once every year, efpecially if there be a great

mortality amongft the men, elephants or horfes of the general's llables, or the cattle of

the country ; tne caufe of which they attribute to the malicious fpirits of fuch men
as have been put to death for treafon, rebellion, and confpiring the death of the King,

general, or Princes, aiid in that revenge of the punifhment they have fuffered, they

are bent to deftroy every t'^ing and commit horrible violence. To prevent which

their fuperflition has fuggefted to them the inftitution of this theckydaw, as a proper

mean to drive the devil away, and purge the country of evil fpirits. I'or the perform-

ance of which the general confults and elefts a fit day, which connnonly happens

about the twenty-fifth of our February
;

juft on the chaop's re-afTuming new life and

vigour. When the needful orders are given for preparation, and that every thing

is got in readinefs, then the general, with moft of the Princes and other qualified

perfons of the land, repairs to the arfenal about eight o'clock in the morning of the

day appointed •, he either rides on an elephant or horfe, or elfe in a palankeen upon

wheels, which is pufhed forwards by lufty fellows kept for that purpofe, and fhadowed

by many umbrellas. The guard that follows him is very numerous, not lefs than

fixteen or eighteen thoufand men, befides elephants and horfes, all fet forth to the

beft advantage. The ftreets through which he pafTes, are adorned with fUndards,

pendants, and armed fiildiers, to hinder thepeople from opening either doors or windows,

for fear of fuiifter defigns and machinations, though ftrangers are fometimes permitted

to fee this ftatcly proceffion, if they will requelt it.

Being arrived at the arfenal, the mandareens go to their feveral ports (which have

been kept for them by their foldiers) on tlie fandy ifland near the faid arfenal, which is

heaped
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heaped up, and incrcafcd yearly by the tlcfccnding waters from China, whofc rapid

and violent courfes do not only oat away much of the land in Ibme places, and call

it up again in others, but fpoil the river too : here, I iay, they build many light

houl'es with bamboos, and raife infinite tents to flielter them from the injuries oF niin

and fun, and place their foldiers, foot, horfc, and elephants as it were in battle array,

with flying colours, llandards and pendants, their ordnance placed on advantage,

the boats of war along the bank in good pollure, and every thing eli'e in the method
of an exaft formidable army, noble and glorious to behold ; and is indeed a (hew that

would, above all others, fufficiently exprefs the power of the kingdom, were but

their courage proportionable to their conveniences, and their leaders men inftead of

capons ; for the number of infantry prcfcnt on that occafion cannot be Icfs than eighty

thoufand foldiers, well difciplincd, expert either for fword, pike, muiket, aigenats, kc.

and the cavalry about five thoufand, with rich furniture, armed with bows, arrows,

fwords and guns : then there are about two hundred and fifty elephants trained up
tor war, many of them fearlefs of fire and the noil'e of guns, having on their backs
a box or chair richly gilded and lacquered, and two men in them with a kind ot

carabines and lances ; and there arc not lefs than three hundred pieces of artillery

ranged in proper order : nor do the lords, mandareens, commanders, &c. in their beit

garb of fine fcarlet, with gold buckles on the brcaft, in manner as we wear our loop?,

and a cap of the faid cloth on their heads, make the kali: part of this glorious fliew.

The foldiers of the general's life guards are Itout luily fellows, fomc of prodigious

height, with caps and coats of the lame falhion and tabrick as thofc of the manda-
reens, the gold loops excepted, and the clotli not altogether fo fine. 'I'he general's ten

horfes and fix elephants of ftate far outlhine the rell in fplendour, their furniture

being maffy gold and fcarlet, with an infinite number of llandards, flags, pendants,

hautboys, drums, copper bafons, and all other forts of w;irlike mufic, and gallantry,

ranged promifcuoufly ; and the whole being attended with a vaft concourfe of people,

makes the ifland very glorious and pleafant for that time.

Every thing being thus ready, three blows on a large drum are heard, keeping good
time between every flroke, which founds almoft like the difcharge of a fmall piece of

ordnance : on this fignal the general comes from the arfenal to the place, where the

foldiers fland in order, and enters the houfe prepared for him. hi a while after, three

other flrokes are given on a great copper bafon or gong, in the fame manner as on
the drum for diftance of time ; the general beginneth then to otfer meat offerings to

the criminal devils and malevolent fpirits (for it is ul'ual and cullomary likewiic amongft
them to feall the condemned before their execution), inviting them to eat a;:d drink,

when prcfently he accufes them in a (Irange language, by chara(^ters and fi urcs, &c.

of many offences and crimes committed by them, as to their having difquieted the land,

killed his elephants and horles, &c., for ail which they jullly dcferve to be chaftifed

and banifhed the country. Whereupon three great guns are fired as the lad fignal

;

upon which all the artillery and mufquets are difcharged, that, by their moft terrible

r.oife the devils may be driven away ; and they are fo blind as to believe for certain,

that they really and efleftually put them to flight.

At noon every one may feall himfelf at his own coft, but the foldiers arc fed with the

oiTercd meat.

In the evening the general retires to his palace in the fame ftate with which he went
forth, much glorying that he has vanquifhed his enemies on fo cafy terms.

The Bova or King never appeareth in this folcmnity
;
perhaps the general fufpeds

that the foldiers, if they fhould be diffutisfied with him, might take the opportunity

14 to
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revolt and confirm the King the real and elfential power which ht prefent refides in

him, and therefore finds it unfafe that the King (hould be then prefent ; but on journeys

in the country, be they but for two or three days (if he makes any), and when he goes

to war, he never omits to carry the King along with him, not only to cloke all his

-defigns with the royal name, but alfo to prevent any plots which in his abfence the

King might give into to his utter ruin, or by condefcenfion permit others to feize his royal

perfon, whereby they would aulhoril'e their prereiifions and gain fo much reputation as

might fubvert and confound both the general's greatnefs and government.
They imagine our way of finng great guns to compliment friends, or the faluting

therewith each other's hoaltli, very ilrange and barbarous, becaufe contrary to their

cufloms, fince they entertain only their enemies and the malicious devils with fuch a
nolle as is rehued.

CU A?. XVI.— Of t/je Funerals in general.

THE Tonqueenefe as they have a great horror at death, fo the conceit they liave

thereof is not lefs fuperlUtious ; for they believe that only the fpirits of young chil-

tlren are tranfmigrated into the bodies of other infants who are yet in the mother's
womb ; but all others come to be devils, or at le.. L fpirits that can do either goud or
harm : and that they would wander up and down as poor vagabonds ready to perilh

for want and indigence if they were not aflifted by their living kindred, or if they did

not fteal and commit violence to fubfill ; fo that death, in their eltimation, is the

ultimate and greateft mifery that can befal human nature. They note with incredible

care and exaftnefs the time, hour, and day (all which are diftinguifhed by feveral par-

ticular names as, apes, cats, dogs, mice, &c.), wherein a party dies j which if it

happen at the like time in which his father, mother, or near relations were born, it

is reckoned very ominous and bad for his heirs and fucceflbrs, who therefore permit

not the corpfe to be interred till their conjurors and diviners advife them of a good
and aufpicious time for which they wait fometimes two or three years, fometimes lefs,

as their critical rights and blind doftors (hall direft them. The body is coffined the

meanwhile and kept in a particular place, and muft ftand no other ways than on four

(lakes ereded for that purpofe.

This nicety is only obferved among the rich, but others who do not die in this fcruple,

are buried within ten or fifteen days : but the longer the corpfe is kept, the more
expenfive it is, not only to the wife and children (who prefent him daily three times

with viduals, and keep always lamps and candles burning in the room, belides the

offering of incenfe, perfumes, and a quantity of gold and filver paper, fome made in

the,(hape of gold and filver bars, others in the likenefs of horfes, elephants, tigers,

kc), but the rcfl of the kindred and relations are alfo obliged to contribute their feveral

(liarcs to the general feafl, but mofl liberally at this time ; befides it is very toilfome

and a great deal of trouble both to the chddrcn and all that are of kin, to refort fo

often to the corpfe to falute and adore it, by proflrating themfelves four times on the

ground, and lamenting him three times a day at the hours of repaft, with endlefs other

ceremonies too tedious here to relate.

All that have means are very careful to provide their own coffm, when they are

well advanced in years in whicK they are extraordinary choice, both as to the thick-

ncfs and goodnefs of the wood, as well as workman(hip, and regard no expences to

have it to their fancies.
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They obferve this diftlnftion in the Ibxes : if a male die he is clothed with feven of

his bc'ft coats, if a fomale with nine. In the mouth of thofe of quality, are put fmall

pieces of gald and fdver with fonio feed pearl. This they fancy will not only render

him honourable in the other world, but prevent alfo wajit and indigence
; yet the

poorer fort ufo the fcrapings of their fingers and toes, believing that the mouth of the

deceafed being filled with this filth he cannot plague and torment his living relations.

Likewife fome will place on the coffin a cup of rice, which is Ihifted every meal, and at

laft buried with the corpfc.

'I'hey ufe no^nails to fallen the lid to its coffin, but cement it with lacquer fo tight

as is really admirable, efleeming it a great injury to nail up the body of the deceafed.

When the fons accompany the corpfe they are clad for that day in very coarfe robes,

made of the refufc of filk, and caps of the fame ftuft" which arc tied with cords on

their heads ; they have llavcs in thcfr hands to lean ofi for fear grief fliould caufe theux

to faint.

The wives and daughters of fafliion have a curtain very large held over their heads,

that they may not be feen, yet they are eafily heard by their moans and lamentations,

which are made viva voce and very loud. As the corpfe is carried through the ftreets,

the eldeft fon will lie down now and then on the ground, for the corpie to pafs over

him (which in their opinion is the greateft mark of filial duty) : then rifing again, he
pufljes the coffin back with both his hands, as it were to flop it from going further on,

which is continued till they come to the grave.

Painted and gilded images in the fliapcs of men and beafts, all of paper work, follow*

the hearfe in great numbers, with fome friars, with the noife of drums, timbrels,

hautboys, copper-bafons, &c. much in the nature of a Popilh proceflion : which paper

finery is to be burnt immediately after the interment.

More or lefs fumptuous is the funeral according to the condition or quality of the

perfon ; for thofe of account are not only carried by many men, but have alfo double

coffins, one in another, and over it a canopy of ftate, richly fet forth, attended by foldiers,

and honoured with the prefence of great mandareens.

Their manner is to cut their hair to the fliouldcr, and to wear afti-coloured cloaths,

and a particular fort of ftraw hats, for the fpace of three years, for either father

or mother ; yet the eldeft fon muft add thereunto three months more ; for other rela-

tions lefs.
*

Their way of reckoning is very ftrange ; for if one ffiould die, or a child be born
in January, be it the laft day of the moon, February following being the firft moon
of their new year, th, y count him to have been dead two years, or the child to be
two years old, when, in eft'cd, it is no more than one day.

During the time of their mourning, they feldom ufe their wonted lodgings : they

lie on ftraw mats on the bare ground, their diet is not only mean and fparing, but the

very bandcfia and cups the viduals are ferved in, are coarfe and of the worft fort.

They forbear wine and go to no feafts or banquets ; they muft lend no ear to mufic,

nor eye to dancing, nor contraft matrimony ; for on the complaint of their kindred

on this head, the law will difinherit them. They have a great care not to appear in

public anywife fine, but rather aufterely abftain from all merriment and finery

whatfoever : but as the three years grow near an end, they gradually decline too in the

feverity of this difciplinc.

Their fepulchres are in the feveral a!deas of their parents' nativity, and unhappy is

he deemed whofe body or bones are not brought home, as they term it j but how to
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chiife the beft place to inter the dead, is the grand myftery, and held to be of tiuit

confequcnce that they verily believe, that infallibly thereon depends the happinefs or
mifery of their fucceflors ; wherefore they ufually confult many years with Tay-de-lee,

before they come to a conclufion in that affair.

During thefe times of mourning, they feaft thd dead four times a rear, in the months
of May, June, July, and September, fpending in each of them two, three, or four
days ; but the facrifice which is made at the expiration of the three years is the greatefti

and moft magnificent of all, though they are in the reft prodigal enouf^h, and will

fpcnd not only their whole fubftance therein, but run themfelvos in debt too, and
yet are for fo doing both highly refpefted and commended of friends and acquaint-

ance. After this they keep their anniverfary offering on the day of the party's deceafe,

which is punftually obferved from generation to generation to perpetuity. I have
in jefting told fome of them I (hould not like to die a Tonqueenefe, were it only becaufe

the cuftom of the country whilft living allowed me thrae meals a day, buc when dead
they would feed me but once a year : a feverity more than fufficient to ftarve the dead
had they need of food.

It cannot fail of being entertaining to our readers to add to our author in this place,

what the learned father Calmet has collefted in relation to the praftice of fetting food

upon the tombs of the dead ; and of repafts made at their funerals : whereby it will be
perceived that this cuftom is not confined to Tonqueen or even to China, but that it

had obtained almoft univerfally in the darker ages of the world. What he fays will be

found under the head of Repaft, and is fo curious that we ftiall give the tranflation of

of it entire.

" Repaft or food," fays he, *• that was fet upon the tombs of the dead. Cana mortui.

Baruch (ch. 6. v. 31.) mentions it in thele words : Rugiunt autem clamantes contra deos

fuosy ftcut in cana mortui. The Pagans howl in the prefence of their gods, as in the

repaft which is made for the dead. He fpeaks of certain folemnities wherein the

idolaters ufed to make, g^'eat lamentations : for example, in the feafts of Adonis. As
to the repafts for the dead, they are diftinguilhed into two kinds : one was made in the

houfe of the defunft, at the return of the mourners iom the grave. To this were
invited the kindred and friends of the deceafed, where they did no fail to exprefs their

grief by cries and lamentations. The other kind was made upon the tomb itfelf of

the dead perfon, where they provided a repaft for the wandering fouls, and believed

that the goddefs Trivia who prefides over the ftreets and highways, repaired thither

in the night time. But In truth they werebeggirs and poor people, who came thither

•n the darknefs of the night, and carried away \ hat was left upon the tomb.

' £(1 lionor et tumulis anlmas placai\ paternas, •

Parvaque in extruftas muiicra fcrre
j
yras. Ovid, Fad.'

«' Sometimes, however, the relations made a fmall repaft upon the tomb of the

deceafed.
" The cuftom of fetting food upon the fcpulchres of the dead was common among

the Hebrews. Tobit thus advifes his fon : Pour out thy bread on the burial of the

juft, but give nothing to the wicked. That is to fay, not to partake in the repaft, with

the relations who perfonned the fame ceremony. And Jefus the fon of Sirach aiErms,

that dclicates poured upon a mouth (hut up are as mclTes of meat fet upon a grave.

What is thus let upon a tomb is, utterly loft as to the dead pcrlbn ; he can have no

benefit from it. And cirewherc, A gift hath grace in the fight of every man living, and

for the dead detain it not.
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" This cullom was alinoft univerfal ; v/efind it among the Greeks, the Romans, ancf

almoft all the people of the Eart. It ftill obtains in Syria, in Babylonia, and in China,

St. Auftin obfcTvts that in his time in Africa, they laid vidtuals upon the tombs of the

niai'lyrs and in church-yards. The thing at firft was done very innocently, but after-

wards it degenerated into an abu(e ; and the grcateft faints and mod zealous bifliops,

as St. Auftin and St. Ambrofe, had much difficulty to fupprels it. St. Monica being

at Milan had a mind, according to cuftom, to offer bread and wine to the bemory
of the martyre ; but the porter would not open the door to her, becaufc St. Ambrofe
had forbid him ; Ihe therefore fubmitted with an humble obedience.

" The rcpall that was made in the houfe of the deceafed among the Jews was alfo

of two kinds. One was during the time that the mourning continued, and thefc repails

were looked upon as unclean, becaufe thofe that partook of them were unclean, as having

afliftcd at the obfequies of the dead perfon.

" llofea fays, Their facrifices fhall be unto them as the bread of mourners ; all that

eat thereof Ihall be polluted. And in the form that the Ifraelites n\ade ufe of, when
they offered their firft fruits, they addrefled themfelves thus to the Lord : O Lord, I

have not negleded thy ordinances ; I have not ufed thefe things while I was in

mourning ; 1 have made no ul'e of them at the funerals of the dead. God would not

permit E:2ekeal to mourn for his wife. Cover not thy lips and eat not the bread of men.
And Jeremiah : Neither (hall men give them the cup of confolation to drink for their

father or for their mother.
" The other repafts made in the time of mourning, are thofe which were given iftcr

the funeral. Jofephus relates that Archelaus treated the whole people in a magni-

ficent manner, after he had completed the feven days mourning for the King his

father. He there adds, that it was the cuft^om of his nation to make great feafts for

the relations ; which could not be done without an injury to many families, which were
not in a condition to fupport fuch large expences. Saint Pauline commends Pam-
machius for having made a great feaft for the poor in the bafilicon of St. Peter, on the

day of the funeral of his wife Paulina."

li

I'

CHAP. XVIL— Of the Funeral Pcrip of the Chova or General of Tonqueen.

THE funeral obfequies of the chova or general of Tonqueen are performed with the

fame pomp and magnificence as were ufually obferved at the burial of their former
Kings, and in many refpecls exceed that of their prefent King. As foon then as the

general dies his fucceflbrs and courtiers endeavour, with all imaginable art,' to conceal

his death for the fpace of three or four days ; for ihould it prefently be known abroad,

it would unavoidably put the country, efpccially the chief city of Gacho, in great

terror and confternation, becaufe it has conflantly happened at the deceafe of every

one of them (thislaft excepted), that the (late was difturbed with broils, contentions,

and civil wars, amongft the furviving fons and brethren, who ftrive for fuperiority
;

wherefore it is no marvel, if in this cafe the people are affeded with their con-
tention.

The firft thing they do to their dead general is to wafh his body, and to put on him
feven of his beft coats, and to prafent him with viduals, with which he is fervcd in

the beft manner poftible. Then his fucceffor and all the Princes and Princeffes of the

blood come to lament his departure, proftrating themfelves five times before him,
weeping aloud, aiking him why he would leave them, and what he wanted, &c.
After tnero, the mandareens moil in favour are permitted to perform their duty, but

their
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then* ceremony of condolance is returned them again, by the Prince fucceiTor and
cldeft fon, though they dare not to receive it. Except thofe perfons, none are admitted

to have a fight of the defunft ; nay thofe related afar off cannot have this honour.

After which ceremony they put into his mouth fmall pieces of gold, filver, and feed

pearl. The corpfe is laid in a flately coffin laquered over very thick, and of excellent

wood : at the bottom of which they ftrew powder of rice and carvances to prevent any
noifome unell, over which they fpread fine quilts and carpets. The corpfe thus ferved

is placed in another room, where lamps and candles are continually kept burning

:

thither all his children, wives and neareft kindred repair three times a day, when the

deceafed is prefented with victuals, namely in the morning between five and fix o'clock,

twelve at noon, and five in the evening, and they pay their adoration to him. This con-

tinues all the time he is above ground.

There is no fuch thing as embalming the body to He in ftate fixty-five days, and
liberty for the people to come and fee him, as cur author pretdnds ; neither do the

bonfes^and poor partake of the viduals fet^before him ; nor does the provincial governor
receive any orders frcri court how long the country is to mourn, fince their cuflom
diredls them therein ufficiently, without fuch particular provifions. The whole
country is obliged to mourn, as well for the general as King, the fpace of twenty-four

days ; the Prince fucceffor, three years and three months, his other children and
wives, three years ; the other near relations, one year ; and thofe further off, from
five, and others but three months ; but all the great mandareens, three years equal with

the children.

I cannot imagine in what part of the palace thofe towers he fpeaks of flood, or

what became of thofe bells that never left tolling, from the general's expiring to the

bringing of the corpfe into the galley, fince they were filent at the laft funeral pomp
of the general in 1683.
When the needful preparations are ready, then the galleys appointed to tranfport

and accompany the body, wait near the arfenal, which is not diflant two days' journey

as he fays from the palace, but only fomething lefs than ^alf an hour, whither the corpfe

is conduded in the following manner:
Several companies of foldiers, all in black, with their arms, being led by their

refpedive captains, or mandareens, bring up the van of this funeral pomp, marching

on gravely and filently ; then follow two fellows of gigantic ftature, carrying a kind

of partifans, with targets in their hands, and a mafk or vizard on their face, to fcare

the devil, and open the way for the hearfe to pafs ; next come the muficians, with

their drums, hautboys, copper bafons, &c. playing their mournful tunes, which really

are very doicful. Next is carried the funeral elogium and titles, which are more
illuftrious than what he had in his life time: and he is filled, the incomparable great-

nefs, inoft precious and noble father of his country, of mod fplendid fame, and the

like ; all which is embroidered in golden charadlcrs, on a piece of fine fcarlet, or

crimfon damafk, which is fixed on a frame of two or three fathoms high, and almoft

one tathom wide, and crefted on a pedeftal and carried on the flioulders of twenty or

thirty bldicrs of the life guard.

After this their idol, or pagoda, takes place, carried in a fmall gilded houfe, but

with great reverence
i.

then the two pennants, followed by the maufoleum, or ftate

cabin, richly gilded and curioufly carved, wherein is the general's corpfe. The faid

maufoleum doth not ftand in a chariot, nor is it drawn by eight ftags trained to that

fervice, and led by fo many captains of the life guard, as related by our author (for

it is a rare thing to fee either deer or ftag in this country^ j but it is carried on the

8 fhoulders
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flio»\lders of a hundred or a hundred and fifty foldiers, in good order and greai

filcnce, with many fans and umbrellas round about it, as well to (hade it as for

flate.

Juft behind the hcarfc cornea theeldeflfon and fuccelTor, with his brothers, all clad

with coats, made of rolufe filk, not unlike our fackcloth, of a brown colour, tied with

cords to their bodies ; their caps are of the fame, and fartened in like manner ; they all

have fticks in their hands, and only the eldelt has ftraw Ihoes. Thefe are immediately

followed by the dcccafed's wives, concubines, and daughters, under a curtain or

pavillion of white calico, very coarfe, their garb of the fame llulT, howling and lament-

mg. Behind thefe come the fervants of the inner court, both damfcls and young
capadoet ; as the front, fo the rear and flanks are guarded by armed foldiers, under

their feveral commanders, fo that in this funeral pomp, neither elephants, horfes, nor

chariots appear, as he relates, unlefs thofc of paper and painted wood, whereof greut

ijuantities accompany the interment to be burnt at the grave.

Being arrived at the galleys, in one of them, which is all black, laquered plain, and

without any ornament of carved and gilded work, the corpfe is placed : the rell of

the galleys that attend the folemnity are but ordinary, fifty or fixty in number. Thus
they fct forth from Cacho for Tingeva, the aldea and birth place of his anceftors, a

journey of five or fix days at leaft, as they make it j for the galley the corpfe is in iii

towed lelfurely by five or fix others, and mult ufe neither oars, nor make the leaft

noife by drums or mufic, for fear of dillurbing the dead. The other galleys are alfo

to keep as much filence as may be. By the way they flop at certain places ia each

province appropriated by the faid governors to facrifice ; for which fervice they prepare

large provifions of cows, buffaloes^ hogs, &c. 'I'he new general however very often

ftays at home, and feldom permits any of his brothers to go for fear of plots, and in-

novation, but his fillers are commanded to attend the funeral. The ordering the

whole folemnity is intrufted to the care and folemnity of fome great favourite.

When they arrive at the intended aldea, there is more than a little to do with their

obfcquies and ceremonies, according to their rites : the particular place where he is

buried few know preciiely, and thofe are fwom to fecrecy ; and this not for fear of

lofing the troalurc that is interred with him, as M. Taverniere fancies, (for there is

none but what is put into their mouths as I mentioned before), but out of fuperflitious

motives as well as itate jealoufy ; for as they believe they (hall be happy and great if

they meet with a good favourable fepulchre for their relations, fo the general is always

fearful that the place v/here his predecefTor refts being known to their enemies, it would
depend on their malicious power to ruin his family, only by taking cut his anceftors'

bones and interring thofe of their own family in their place. Indeed we have many
examples in this country of fuch fools as thought to make way for their exaltation,

by thus iranfplacing the bones of the dead men ; but as m;my as have attempted it

have fuflircd for their foolifh prefumption.

As to thofe lords and ladies that, according to him, will needs 5e buried alive with

the King or general, it is a thing fo contrary to their cufloms, as well as rjpui^nant

to their natures, that I verily believe if they thought we had fuch an opinion of rhein,

they would treat us as brutes and favages. Nor do I know of any city and its fair

caflle, in the whole kingdom of Tonqueon, that is called Bodliga ; but indeed thofe

banks of the river oppofite to the city of Cacho are called Bode ; but however there is

neither King's houfe, palace, or caftle, on or near the faine.

But it remains to fpeak fomething of their third annual facrifkcs and fcafl, for the

*lefunft general, which happens about three months before the mourning expires. The
celebra-
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celebration whereof extends not only to his family, but all the mandareens that hold
any office inuft appear at this grand folemnity, to pay their ofiorings in token of their

gratitude to the deceafed benefactor and common father.

The manner is thus : juft before the arfenal on the fandy ifland, there are built of
bamboos and flight timber many large and fpacious houfes, after the manner of their

palaces, with wide yards ar.' open courts, wrought moft curioufly with baflcet-

work, &c. The ap^rtmcnta thereof, efpccially that where the altar ftands, arc richly

hung with gold and filver cloth ; the ports and ftands are either covered with the fame
or w ith fine fcarlet, or other European manufactures ; the roof is canopied with filk

damaflc, and the floor is covered with mats and carpets. The altar itfelf is moft cu-
rioufly carved, lacquered, and fplendidly daubed with gold to profufion of coft, labour,

and diligence. And as this is the general and his family's fliare, fo the mandareens of
quality according to their abilities, flrive to outdo each other in their funeral piles, as

I may call them, which are placed round about the former work, in good ordqr and
at an equal diftancc and height, and of a like fafliion, either four, fix, or eight feet

fquarc, about fifteen or twenty feet diameter, refembling much our large lanterns,,

open all fides, with fliutters within, the banifters and rails very neaily fet forth with

rich painted, carved, and lacquered work, and hangings of coftly filk and good pieces

of broad cloth ; the ftru6.ure itfelf of flight timber and boards : the great manda-
reens each build two of thefe ; the others, one a piece ; fo that this barren place is

covered in lefs than the fpace of fifteen days, with all this finery which makes it re-

lemble another city, or an Antiochian-like camp : in which interim the whole country

flocks thither to fee this goodly and pompous ereftion ; and many ftrange beafts, as

tigers, bears, baboons, monkeys, and what other wild" creatures they can get, are

brought thither from far places ; for which they have been fometimes diligently feek-

ing perhaps f'.ays and years. From all which the people (who gather together in fuch

prodigious crowds, as to give a great idea of the populoufnefs of the country), take

occafion to admire the general's grandeur, and live to his deceafed father. But for

about three days before the time prefixed for this facrifice, no fpedators are fo much
as to approach this place, becaufe then they arc buficd in fetting the image of the

defunft before the altar, richly habited with many coats, and to ferve it with vlftuals;

and to prcfcnt him with amber, pearl, and coral necklaces, gold and filver tankards,

cups, balbns, tables, and in fliort with all the finery and toys that he delighted in,

and made ufe of in his life time ; and at the fame inftant they creift, in the court-yard

where this aliar ftanJs, a machine ; in the making whereof they had before employed

five or fix months, under the diredion and overfight of three or four great manda-

reens, refembling Innicwhat the mauibleum which M. Tavernierc dcfcribes, whicii

they call anja tangli. It is about three or four ftories or forty feet higli, and about

thirty feet long, and twenty broad, made of thin boards and flight timber, to be li^jht

and portable ; and tlie difterent parts of it are fo contrived as to take off and on ; the

uadernioft part ftands on four wheels, whereon the rt'ft arc placed one by one, by

means and help of fuch inftruments and engines as our carpenters ufe to mount their

heavy tinilxr. The pageant or fabric itfelf is mighty neat, handlbmc and glorious,

adorned with carved, gilded, painted, and lacquered work, as rich and coftly as polFible

can be made of that kind, with many pretty little inventions of galleries, balconies,

windows, doors, porches, &:c. to adorn it the more. On this magnificent throne is

placed another image of the dead general, in rich clouihs, which is afterwards burnt

with the reft.

Matters
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Matters being brought to this order, the general and his family repair thither early

in tlie morning oi' the laft three foronuntioned days, the ways being lined witli Ibldiers,

and he attended by his life guard, followed by mand.ircons and grandees, where molt

of the day is f|x.'nt in tears, mourning and lamentations, fombcys, facrifices and offer,

ings for his father ; but, in the evening, the oli'ered viands and other vidims arc divided

amongfl the aflifhmts and foldiers.

Of the wild and lavage creatures fome are drowned, to fend their ghofts to the de-

ceafeJ Prince, to be at his devotion in the other worlil, and others are given away.

About ten o'clock an infinite number of images of all forts of fowls, horfes and
elephants, in paper work, &c. are burnt in the open court, jufl before the machine or
maufoleum, where likewife the general, with his relations and mauvlareens, fombeys
to the image of his predoceflor therein ; their magicians Tliay, Phou, 'I'hivee, all the

while fiuging, reading, jumping, and playing fo many antick tricks, and making fuch

terrible poftures, as would fcare fome, and pcrfuade others they were either really

demoniacal, or at leafl polfeU'ed with nudnel's. About three hours after midnight

fire is fet to all this finery, the general, &c. retiring, taking along with him the pearls,

amber, gold, and filver that was oa the altar, (which are referved for the fervice of

the defunil in a peculiar place of his palace). The mandareens alfo fend to their

houfes again whatfoever gold, filver, &c. they brought thither, leaving the reft to be
confumed by the flames ; and its alhes the wind fcatters where it pleales, fo that but
very little, if any, comes where it was defigned.

CHAP. XVIII. —0/ t/jc Si'ils, I.fo/s, Worjlyip, Supcrjlition, and Pagodas or Temples

of the TonqucciKj'c,

THOUGH there are manyTeds amongfl this people,yet only two arc chiefly followed.

The firft is that of Congfutu, as the (Ihincfe call him, (the Tonqueenefe, Ong-Congtu,
and the Europeans, Confucius), the ancienteft of the Chinefe pliilofophers. This man
they efteemed holy ; and, for wifdom, he is reputed not only amongft them and the

Chinefe, but the Japanefe too, the Solomon of all mortals ; without fome profi-

ciency in whofe learning, none can attain any degree in their civil government, or be

any ways allowed to know matters of importance ; though the truth thereof, and

very quintdfence of his doctrine, is nothing clfe but what we call mora! philofophy,

and C(Mirifts in the following pofition : " That every one ought to know and perfed

himfelf, and then by his good and virtuous example, bring others to the fame degree

of goodnefs, fo as they jointly may attain the fupreme good ; that it is, therefore, necef-

fary to apply themfelves to the ftudy of philofophy, without which none can have a

proper infight or infju'ction of things, and be able to know what is to be followed or

avoided, nor rectify their defires according to reafon ;" with other the like precepts,

V herein confills the Chinefe dodrine and wifdom.

But his difci)-/les, building on his principles, have extradetl therefrom many rules

and precepts, which loon after became the main fi^bjed of their fuperlHiion and reli-

gion. They acknowledge one fupreme Deity, and that all terredrial things are direded,

govenied, and preferved bv him : that the world was eternal, without ciih( r beginning

or creator. They reject the worfhip of images ; they venerate and pay a kind of

* adoration to fpirits. I'hcy exped rewards for good deeds, and punifhment for evil.

'llicy believe, in a manner, the immortality of the foul, and pray for the dcceaftd.

Some of them alfo believe that the fouls of the juft live after feparation from the body;

and that the fouls of the wicked pcrifh as foon as they leave the body. They leach

that vo
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that the air is full of niaHgnant fpirits, which is their dwolling-place ; and that thofe

Ipirits are continually at variance with the Uving. They particularly recommend to

their pupils to honour their dcceal'ed friencis and parents ; and do much concern them-
fclves in perfornung certain ceremonies thereunto belonging as I have mentioned

already ; and hold ibveral other things very rational, and in my o[)inion, in many
things nothing at all inferior to either the ancient .Greeks or Romans. Neither muft
we think that the wifer and better fort amongft them are fo lIuiUow brained, as to

believe the dead ftand in need of viftuals, and that therefore they are fo ferved, as

I have mentioned in its due nlace ; no, they know better, and tell us they do it for no
other reafon, than to demonltrate their love and refped to their deceafed parents i

and withal to teach their own children and friends thereby how to honour them when
they (hall be no more.

However, the vulgar fort, and thofe that carry their judgment in their eyes, credit

that as well as many other impertinent impoflibilities of their fuperftition. In fine,

though this fed hath no pagodas ercded nor particular place appointed to worfliip the

King of Hejiven in, or priefts to preach and propagate the laid dodrine, nor a due
form, commanded or obferved, but it is left to every one's difcretion to do as he
pleafes in thefe refpeds, fo as he gives thereby no fcandal, yet it has their Kings,

Princes, grandees, and the learned men of the kingdom for its followers.

In former days the King of the land might only facrifice to the King of Heaven ;

but fince the general has ufurped the royal power, he has aflumed this fovereign pre-

rogative, and performs the faid ceremony in his pal:ice hiinfelf, in cafe of public cala-

mity, as want of rain, famine, great mortality, &c. befalling the kingdom, which no
other may do on peril of their lives.

The fecond fed is called Boot, which fignlfies the worlhip of idols or images, and is

generally followed by the ignorant, vulgar, and fimple fort of people, and more efpe-

cially tii3 women and capadoes, the moft conftant adherers thereunto. Their tenets

are to worfhip images devoutly, to believe tranfmigration. They offer to the devil

that he may not hurt them. They believe a certain Deity coming from th.ee united

gods. They impofe a cloifter and retired life, and think their works can be merito-

rious, and that the wicked fuffcr torments, together with many foolilh fuperftitious

niceties to idle to repeat : however they have no prieft, any more than the former

fed, to preach and propagate their doctrine ; all they have are their fayes, or bronzes,

as M. 'I'avcrnicrc calls them (which by millake he terms priefts) which are a kind of

friars or monks. They have fomenuns alfo, whofe dwellings are about and fometimea

in their pagodas, who moft commonly arc invited to celebrate their funerals with their

drums, trumpets, and other mufic : they fubfift for the moft part by alms, and the

charity of the people. In brief, this is that fed that has fpread its fopperies and im-

pertinences very far ; and, in effed, with its fchlfm and impolture has overfpread, in

part or whole, moft of the Eaftcrn countries, as this of Tonqueen, China, Japan, Correa

Formofa, Cambodia, Siam, the Gentoos of coall Cormandel ; .;d Bengal, Ceylon,

Indollan, Sec. From one of thefe two laft places it was tirft brought into China on

the foUowuig occalion.

One of the Chinefe Emperors coming to the knowledge of a famous law that was

taught in the weft, which was very efficacious for inftrucling and condudling mankind

to wifdom and virtue, and that the dodors and expounders thereof were perfons ex-

tremely celebrated for their exemplary lives, and ftupendous and miraculous adions,

&c. he therefore difpatched feveral fages to find out this law, and bring it to China.

Thelc ambaffadors, after they had travelled, or rather erred, to and fro, the fpacc of
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almoft three years, arrived either in InJoftati or Malabar, where, fintlinp; this f»'cl of

Dodtsvory rife, ami nf niiphty veneration, anil being deceived by the devil, and weary

ol travelling any tiirther, they thought they had found what they iought lor ; and fi),

without more ado, they got Icvcnty-two books ot thofe lalfe tales of the natives, with

fotne able interpn ters, and returned to China, where the Kmperor reccivcil thetn molt

kir^dly and joylully, and ordered direOly that the faiil led Ihould bo pubiiely tauf';ht

throughout all his donnnions ; in which niilerablo blindiicfs they have ever lincc

continucil.

I cannot help making an obfervation in this place, for the honour of the Chrilli.ui

religion ; and that is, that, in all appearance, this new law, which the Chincl'e Km-
peror at that time had heard of, could be no other than the Hrlt promulgation of the

gofpel in and about Judea ; and its being then preached to Jews as well as Gentiks

by the holy apollles, which was attended with fo many miracles, that it waspo womler

the fame thereof Ihould extvnd to the remoteft regions, and reach the ears of the

C.hinefe Emp^Tor : and this is Hill the more probable, becaule, by the neareft calcu-

lation that can be m.ide, the time which the Emperor of China is recordeil to have

lieard of the publication of this new doftrine, agrees pnndually with that of the ap-

pearancc of our baviour and the preaching of the apollles. And had the fages fent by

that Kmj)eror proceeded as they ought, not only the great empire of China, but all

the vail tenitories adjacent, that now lie immcrfed in paganil'm and the dregs of fupcr-

ftition, might have been converted, and brought to the glorious light of Chriltianity.

Some other feds, as that of Lanzo, are but flenderly followed, as is laid before,

though their magicians and necromancers, as Thay-Boo, 'ihay-Boo-Twc, 'i'hay-de.

Lie, are the prolilytes and followers thereof, and in great efteem with the Princes,

mi refpefted by the vult^ar, fo that they are conluhed by both in their moll weighty

occafions ; and they receive their opinions and falle predictions as very oracles, be-

lieving they fpeak by divine infpiration, and have the pre-knowledge ol future events;

«vhercforc it is not probable that they were of this fort that were fent to the frontiers for

foldiers, as M. TaVcrniere has it.

I know indeed that the general rumtuages fometimes a certain fort of vagalwndfi that

haunt every comer of t!io kingdom, pretending to be conjurors and fortune-tellers,

cheating and niifleading th(Mvby the fimple and ignorant people, and infeding thcin

with notions contrary to the belief of the feds publicly tolerated: but as the Ton-

quei'iiefe are really very credulous, and ready to embrace almoll every new opinion

they meet withal, fo are they not lefs ti riacii)us in retaining any notions which they arc

in polTeflion ot, and obferve carefully t.mcs and feafons as good and bad, in which

they will not undertake any voyage or journey, nor build houfes, cultivate grounds,

nor bargain for any tiling conliderab!;^'; nor evtn will they attempt, on ominous davs,

to cure their Tick, bury their dead, nor in a mannir tranfad any tiling without the

advice of their foothlayers and blind wizards, wlio are princiijally divided into three

tlalTes ; that is, th<tfe who ar»' fol! jwors of Thay-Hoo, or 'ihay-Hoo-Twe, or 'I'hay-ili -

Lie, and have not the Icafl fe-nfe oi tluir being molt grolUy cheated and deludt.'d by

the fallacious prctenfions of thofe impudent fallows, who live wholly by felling their

direclions to them at excclTivL- rates, as the moll dcfirable ami current inercliandizc.

And fmce thefe pret'^nded conjurors are fo much obferved and venerated by the de-

luded people, I will defcend to the particular iundions of every one of them, and

Ipeak firit of 'I'hay-Boo and his dais.

Thefe pretend to declare all fuch future events as concern marriages, building of

houfes, and, in geacral, pretend to fc^retcl the fuccd's of any buliud's of coniequence.

C All
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All that come to him, or thofe of his cial'8, are kindly ufcJ for thoir money, and re-

cdve for anfwers what is fuppofcd will latisly them bell:, but alwa;8 lb ambiguous, as

vill boar a double and doubtiul interpretation. The magicians ot this tribe arc gem-,

rally blind, cither born fo, or come to be To by fome accident or other. Before they

pronounce their i'entencc on the propol'ed queftion, they take three pieces of copper

coin, infcribed with charaders, which they throw on the grmmd fcveral times .ind

let'l what fule of it falls ui^ermoft ; then prating and mumbling Ionic (Irange kind of
words to thcmfelves, they deliver the refult of the conjuration.

Secondly, Thay-Uoo-Twe, to whom they rcfort in alt diftcmpers. Tliis clafs of
pretended magicians have their books, by which tht-y pretend to find out the caufe

and refult of all ficknefs ; and never mifs to tell the nek party that his dillempcr pro-

ceeds from the ilevil, or fome water gods, and pretend to cure it by the noife of
drums, bafons, and trumpets. The conjuror of this tribe is habited very antickly,

and fmgs very loud, and makes hideous noifes, pronouncing many execrations and
blafphemous words, founding continually a fmall bell, which he holds in his hand,

jumping and (kipping as if tlie deyil were really in him ; and all this while there is

llore of viftuals prepared for an offering to the devil, but it is eaten by himfelf ; and
lie will continue this fport fometinics for feveral days, till the patient be either dead or
j-ecovered, and then he can give an anfwer with fome certainty.

It belongs to them to difpoflcfs fuch as are polTefled by the devil, which is the ulti-

niate of their conjuration, and is commonly effeded in this manner. They curfe and
moft impioully invoke I do not know what demon ; and they paint the pidures of

devils, with horrible faces, on yellow paper, which is fixed to the wall of the houfe ;

then they fall to bawling fo terribly, and fcrcam fo loud, dancing and (kipping as is

mod ridiculous, fometinics fearful to fee and hear. They alfo blefs and confecrate

new houfes ; and if they be fufpcded to be haunted, they drive the devil out of them
by their conjuration and the firing of mufkets.

'Ihay-dc-IJe's bufincfs is to be confulted which arc the fitted places for burial of the

dead i
fo that the living relations and kindred may, by this means, be happy and for-

tunate, and the like follies.

I will fpiak nothing of Ba-Cote, becaufe they are only the pretended witches

amongft the Iwfcr fort.

As for temples ani i agodas, fince tJie Tonqueentfe are not very devout, there are

neither fo many, not thoJe fo fumptuous, as I have feen in fome of the neighbouring

countries.
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HIS TORT OF TONdUIN.
From the French of Richard*.

CHAPTER I.— General Dcfcripiion of Tonquln :— Temperature of the Climuie :—
Variety of the Scafons : — Hurricanes or Typhons, ivhat may he their Cuufe :— Winds

and Tides : — its Divifion into Provinces.— An IjLind abounding in Antelopes-,—
Encreafe ofLand next to the Sea.

%

THE word Tonquin, in the Chinefe language, fignifies Court of the Eaft, becaufc,

at the time of the great extent of China, Tonquin, which was a province of it,

Was the feat of one of the imperial courts, which that monarchy maintained in the

four parts of the world, as the Chinefe expreiTed themfelves, being perfuaded that their

dominion contained nearly all the inhabitable earth ; efteeming fome neighbouring na-

tions, the greater part of whom were tributary to them, as fituated at the extremity of

the world.

In the Tonquinefe language this kingdom is called An-nam, which fignifies the re-

pofe of noon. Thcfe two names defignate its fituation to the eaft, fouthward of Afia,

relatively to China.

It is fituated in from 17 to 23 deg. north latitude, and from 1 19 to 127 eaft longi-

tude, and is wholly within the torrid zone.

To the eaft it is bounded by the province of Canton ; to the weft, by the kingdoms
of Baos and Bowes ; to the north, by Yunam and Qiianfi, provinces of China ; to the

fouth, by Cochin-China and the gulph which bears its name. Its extent is about one

hundred and eighty leagues from north-weft to fouth-eaft, and about one hundred and

fifty from eaft to weft.

If the fituation of the country is confidcred, the heat is not exceflive ; the many
rivers by which it is watered, and the periodical rains, confiderably dininifh its

violence. It contains none of thofe immenfe barren fandy mountains, whicti caufc a

fcorching heat in the countries bordering on the Pcrfian gulph, although they are

much farther from the tropic.

The falubrity of the climate is not at all times the fame, even for the natives of tlie

country, much lefs for ftrangers. It is healthy and temperate from the month of

September to the month of March. The cold is very fenfibly felt in the months of

January and February, although they never have either fnow or ice : it is even very

Parit, 1778, 2 voli. umo.
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rare I'lat any hail falls ; that" deftrudlive meteor is almoft unknown in Tonquin. The
temperature of the air becomes unhealthy in the months of April, May, and June, as

well on accotint of the fogs and rains, as b^^ aufe the fun then approaches its zenith :

the heat is exceflive during the months of July and Auguft.

The rains, which regularly commence about May, fometimes fooner, and continue

till Auguft, render the earth very humid, and the view of the country delightful : the

trees are then in their full beauty ; but thefe rains tend fo little to cool the air, that the

heat is never fo intolerable as when the country is as it were inundated, and the roads

impaffable, which frequently happens during the months of July and Auguft.

The fummer here anfwers ':' the rainy feafon, when the fun is at its greateft eleva-

tion, or approaches it. The heat, which continually encreafes, excites a confiderable

evaporation, in a country for the greater part covered with waters and forcfts : the

clouds diffolve almoft as foon as formed, again foon coUeft, and yield fucceffive rains,

accompanied with ftorms and thunder, which are continually heard, and fometimes at

all the points of the horizon at once ; the air becomes fuifocating, lightnings glare

over the whole atmofphere : fuch is the prevailing ftate of the temperature from the.

beginning of April till the middle of Auguft. The rains that fall during this interval

caufe fudden inundations, which are very deftruclive in the mountainous parts of the

country ; they tear avay rocks, foil, trees, and even houfes, when they are expofed

to the impetuofity of the torrents. In the level lands the waters gently fpread and

caufe lefs ravages : they inundate the fields and villages, enter the houfes without

deftroying them ; the inhabitants go every where in boats, even into the houfes in

towns and the villages which lie low, while the lands near the fea are dry, becaufe

the waters in the middle of the inundated provinces run off by numerous canals and

the rivers to which they join.

The bay of Tonquin, and the provinces bordering on it, are fometimes, during the

month of Auguft and part of September, expofed to frightful hurricanes, which are

felt in diftridts : for, if they were general, they would caule a total devaftation : they

are dreadful winds with fmall rain, which in four and twenty hours fly round the

compafs : feamcn call them typhons ; they may be traced by their deftrudtive ravages

wherever they pafs ; trees and houfes are thrown down, corn torn up and fcattered ;.

even the birds, ftupified by the whirlwind which tears thorn along, fall and may be

taken with the hand. Thefe deftruclive tempefts are announced fome days before they

come, by a dull ark which appears in the north : that becomes a fignal to the inha-

bitants of the country to fecure the roofs of their houfes, ftrengthen the pillars, and

to well-iaften their boats. Thefe precautions, however, only prevent a part of the

accidents they endeavour to avoid ; for the commotion of the air and the waters is fo

violent, that many veffels are loft by being dafhed againft each other : fliips cauglu at

fea in thefe hurricanes only elcape by being ftieltered by the elevated coafts of fome

iflands which may protett them ; thofe in the open fea are almoft inevitably fwallowcd

up. The diftrids where they are moft deftrudive are the low lands near the fea,

where little flielter is to be found.

In confidering the different phenomena which accompany thefe tempefts, it appears

that the caufp ftiould be fought in the depths of the earth, which ferve as a bed for

the fea, from whence proceed violent irruptions, which fpread an inflammable matter

through a nioift and thick atmofphere, which not being able to expand itfelf without

ftrong efforts, excites thefe dreadful commotions. It is not uncommon, at thole time.",

for the fea to tranfgrefs its bounds with a roaring noife, ovirwheln> many h agues of

country, deftroying multitudes of men and beafts. An eye witnefs relates, that about

the
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the year 1738 a fimilar irruption fwallowed up more than ten thoufand people. It

happened at the fame time ihat, after a noife relembling the report of a cannon, with-

out any tempeft or the lead commotbn in the air, the fca fuddenly rofc, and over-

vht'hned feveral villap;es near its coaHis, and a few hours afterwards returned within

its limits. It has alfo been remarked, that if it happens to thunder thcfe hurricanes

immediately ceafe ; the igneous matter, which is the principle of their commotion,
feems to fpend itfelf by that exploHon.

Cuftom, oblervation on the ftate of the air, figns which appear in it, enable the

Tonquinefe to forctel, with tolerable certainty, the approach of thefe tempefts, thougli

not to exadtly fix the day ; they are, as it were, habituated to them ; there are few
years but what they are expofed to them ; fometimcs even feveral fucceed each other

;

tiiere have been known as many as feven in the fame year: they are the mofl: formi-

dable fcourge of thefe regions.

'I'he winds are regular in all the flat country, and even in the greater part of the

mountainous : they are fix months to the north and fix to the fouth ; the former
commence in October and laft till April j the latter begin in April and continue till

Oaober.
The tides change according to the direftion of the winds, as well as the feafons

;

in Europe they flow fix hours and ebb for the fame period. At Tonquin, and adjoin-

ing parts it only flows and ebbs once every four and twenty hours, except at the new
and full moon. The Tonquinefe, although but little able to calculate the courfe of the

moon, yet are pretty exact as to the time and changes of the tides : they have a kind

of routine which ferves 'hem for a guide ; for they are not all fufiiciently infl:ruaed to

derive any information from the rude almanack, which the government of this country

caufes to be made every year, which is one of the moll important employment of fome
. of the mandareens of the firft order- The high tides occur in the months of Novem-
ber, December, and January, during the prevalence of the north wind ; and the

lowed in the months of May, June and July, which are in the fouth wind.

The kingdom of Tonquin is divided into eleven provinces*, four are named pro-

vinces of the eaft, weft, north and fouth, according to their fituation, in refpedt to the
. royal

• The navigator Dampierre, who vifited Tonquin, and penetrated confiderably into the interior of th?

foiintry, and whu likt v.iiV nceivfd information fnini the Euglifh mcrciiai'ts, fettled for a long time at

Kacho or Kciho, thi capital of this kingdom, divides it into eiprht preat provinces, four of which have

nootlier names than of provinces of the four rardinal points. The hflh, which is in the centre it called

KaclH* or K echo the fi.ine a» the capital ; the other three arc TeHam, Tenchoa, and Ngh^am. Tliis

d;vilion agrees pretty w 1 11 with ours : time and other caules may have fomewhat altered this dillribution,

flich as Danipurrc learnt from the Eiic'idi, about the year iCMo ; we fli:ill mention it here, as it will fcrve

to pirean iik-a of the productions of Fonqiiin, and the fituatioiiof its thief place?.

The province of T«ni«m is the molt eaftern : it has China on the S. E. The illand of Aynan and the

fea to the S. and S. W. and the province of the Eall to the N. V\ . its extent i» middling and its chief pro-

Uuftion cunliilb in rice.

Tile province of the tall extends from that of Tenam to tliat of the North : it is bounded on the eafl by
China, to the well by part of the province of the fouth, and by the province of Kacho, to the fouth

by tiie fea. It is very large, extremely low, and nearly filled wiih iljands, particularly in the fouth-

raft pait, which the fea bounds on the fide of Tenam. 'I'lu- capital and feat of government k FKan
It priidutes uLuiidaiicc of rice and cattle, and the inhabilalns of the feu coafts carry on a conliderable

fjfhet .

The province of the South is a tiiangular ifland, cnclofe<l to the eaft by a river which Dampierre calls

Domea, or nither by the two arms of the fame river, which Baron calls Songkoy. It is a very low counti^

abounding in rice an|} cattle.

Tenchua, fituated weilward of the river Rokbo, is bounded on the north by the province of the wcfl

«u thccaft by the ifUiid of Aynan, and on tlie fouth by the k* : its riches coiiUft in rice and :attlc.
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royal city which ftands in the middle of thefe four provinces, the others are X'u tien

Kiiong, X'u HOong Hoa, which border on China, X'u Then, X'u Kaibang, this

laft joins Junna'n, X'u Thank, X'u Nghe, one part of which is a frontier to Cochin-
China, and another to Laos, and laftly the province of Jen Quang which, properly

fpcaking, is only a part of the province of the Eaft, although it has a feparate name.
The interior of the country is crofled by a navigable river, nearly the whole breadth

of the kingdom : it runs from north to fouth it difcharges itfelf into the bay of Tonquin ;

it is called Songkoy ; there are feveral iflands in it fome of which are inhabited, and the

others are ufed for filhing. This river receives feveral others, both from the eaft and
weft, which are advantageous to the inland navigation of the country and communi-
cate with the numerous canals, which ferve to tranfport their merchandize, as well as

to water their rice. Thefe numerous canals and navigable rivers, are the caufe that

the rt-sds are but badly maintained, becaufe the Tonquinefe find it more convenient to

ufe boats to pafs from one place to another, than any other method of travelling.

' The bay of Tonquin is very extcnfive, and contains feveral iflands, fome of which
are inhabited : the chief is called by the inhabitants Twon-bene. The Dutch call it the

ifle of Brigands, perhaps becaufe it is there that the advanced guard is ftationed, the chiefs

of which exercile the moft lucrative office in the kingdom, the right of collefting the

duty on the veffels that enter the provinces of Tenchoa and Ngheam : every large

veffel pays a rix-dollar and a half, "and in proportion for fmaller ones. The annual

revenue of this tax, cannot be lefs than a million. This ifland is fituated in 19 deg.

15 min. north latitude, and is fcarcely more than five leagues in circuit, it is a league

from the coaft, the foil is elevated and rocky, interfered with fmall mountains, and
1^ little adapted for agriculture : its inhabitants breed but few cattle ; but it contains

'; imenfe number of antelopes which keep among the rocks and thickets, to the

J ; • jfe of which the natives ought to pay attention, as they obtain muflc from them,

: L»,a with them is an objeft of confiderable ti'ade *.

m

i: I

NgWam, fituated to the eaft of Tenchoa, is bounded to the fouth and weft by Cochin-China, and
to the nortl; by the province of the Wef.. It is vej-y extcnfive «nd joins to the advantages of the

ot)ier provinres that oi being conllantly protedled by troops againll the attacks and furpriL-s of the

Cochin-Cliinefe.

The province of the weft has Ngheam to the fouth, the kingdom of Laos to the Weft, the province of

Kacho to the eaft, and to the fouth the province of tlie North. It is large, very pleafant, rich in wood and

pafture ; it produces conlidcrable quantities of hiclccr and filk.

The province of the Noriliisa vail country.conlUtiitiug the whole ofthe kingdom ; it has the kingdom of

Laos to the weft, China on the raft and north: the kingdom of I'aos or Bowes to the*nort.h-\vcll and the

three provinces of the Weft, of Kacho, aiid of the lv»l) to the fouth ; in its vaft extent it is divcriilicd in tlie

quahty of its foil ; the i^reatcr part is covered with hig!' mountains, whi(;h produce gold, marble and num-

birs of wild elephants. Tlie other diftriiMs produce lackc i , lilk, cinnamon, and different articles nt commerce.

The province of Kacho forms the centre of the kingdom, between the prnvinces of the Eaft, Weft, North,

aad South. Dampierre, who hud time to vifit it, no lels praifes its fertility than its pleafantnefs ; it is not

tieficieut in wou^, but riv.'e, lacker, and filk are the chief objects of trade.

• The mufli which comes from Tonquin is ot the Hrft quality, it is moft probable that the antelopes

which afford it are chirHy of this ifland. It is known that tliis animal eats fnakes in preference to any

tjther food; and the foil of this llland nuift be very favourable to the multiplication of thefe reptiks.

iifncc our moft celebrated natunlifts feem to ditiing :ilh the animal that bears mudi from the auteloju-,

aikl that for want of knowing it, and of having couiparcd it with the antelope, there is every reafon to

believe that it is not of adift'erent kuid. Tliofe moft acquainted with the antelope, fay tlic^ are about the

i'v/.e of a fmall deer, brovsn, foujctinus fpott^ d w ith brighter fpots of the fame colour ; the ba^- winch con-

tains the perfume is fituated near the navel of the animal; it refembles a fmall purfe, and is funoundcd

with a very delicate fkiii, covered witli vtry fnie foft hair : this pnife mbag isabout throe inches long, two

brojd, and half au inch ui depth 5 the luuik colktls iu the bag, iiuJ adheres round it likea Jiiiid of fait.

A fmall

\) [<.
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A fmall bay to the weftward of this ifle, ic very celebrated in the country for the

pearl fifliery carried on there, but which no perfon can praftife without a fnecial licence

from the court. There are fome other iflands near the coaft, which ferve as flielter

to the fifhing boats, which are very nutrterous in a country where next to rice fi(h is

the nioft cftmmon food.

It mufl Ik. swife be obferved that the fea of Tonquin, fo far from gaining on the

land, vifibly recedes fr j.n it. Thus the greater part of the iflands above mentioned,

will in time be joined to the continent. The tradition of the country is, that the pro.

vince of the Souih, which is one of the moft confiderable in the kingdom has fuccef-

fively emerged fn the bofom of the deep At prefent it Is at leaft thirty leagues in

length, following the courfe of the river Songkoy, which ^akes its rife in the lofty

mountains of China, and after a long courfe wafhes the walls of the King!s palace, and
crofles the capital. This city is now at lead 30 leagues from the fea, and it is faid, that

formerly the difei .boguement of the river into the fea, was fome leagues above this

fame city. What gives fome probability to this opinion is, that feveral towns and
villages, which within the memory of man were fituated on the fea coaft, are now
more than half a league diftant from it. Thefe lands are not yet folid enough to be
capable of culture, or producing grain, but it already produces wood fit for fuel, and
even for building houfcs : they fumilh abundance of thofe ruihes, which the inhabitants

ufe to make beautiful mats, and to cover their houfes.

To judge by the quantity of fand and fliallows which He between the two principal

mouths of the river, which extend for more than two leaguee cf coaft, it may be fup-

pofed that the province of the South will continue to increafe. Thefe two mouths are

about 20 leagues diftant from each other. The chief, which Europeans call Dom^a,
is the only one they enter, it is encumbered with a bar of about two miles in length,

the channel of which is more than half a mile wide, and is bounded on each fide by
fands which render the paflage difficult, and even viangerous to ftrange velTels, which

not only require a pilot of the country, but cannot cbar it during low water. The
fifhermen ferve as pilots. They inhabit a viUage called Batcha, fo advantageoufly

fituated at the mouth of the river that they can fee every fliip that approaches, or hear

the report of the cannon that European vtflels difch irge on their arrival. The entrance

to the river is known by a mountain called the Elephint, for wh: ih they fteer N.\V..J N.;

making diredly for the land, it ftioals to fix fathom, they are then only two or three

miles from the entrance of the bar, they bear up as much as poflible N.N.W. where

they anchor to wait for pilots.

ITie other provinces of Tonquin fituated on the f .^a, to the eaftward, receive but

little of thefe acquifitions, becaufe they have fo many rivers as crofs the province of the

5outh, and empty theinfolves into the fea at its fouthf.rn extremity.

CHAP. n.— Topo^rnpk'ual Defcriptkn of Tor.g.'ht.— Cnp'ttal of the Kingdom.—
The Kmg*s Paliicc.— Chief Cities.— Great Road:.— Inhabitants of the mountainous

Country.—Prodiinions and Culture ofthe Lands .—1 ility ofthe Soil. — Grounds and

Liiketfilled with Vijh.— Fruits.— Flowers. — Domcjuc and wild Aninutls.

TONQUIN may be divided into two general parts, mountainous and flat country.

The frontiers towards China, a part of Cochin-Chinaand the I'ingdoni of Laos arc

found by extemive mountains, moftly covered with immenfe forefts : it feems that thoy

would all be fcrjile if cultivated : they arc not defaced by dry and barren rocks like

the Alps, they more refeinble that part of the Apennines which extend from Genoa
c to
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ntry.

IS arc

they

like

enoa

to

to ilic Adriatic Sea from weft to eaft by the fouth. The woods are very beautiful
;
gold,

li'iver, iron, yellow, red and black copper, which is much cftcemed in the country, are

touncl in them, -

'1 he low part of Tonquin much refembles Holland by its niany canals, dykes,

rivers, and lakes. The fmgic province of the Welt is watered by feven large rivers,

which unite about 15 leagues above the royal city, and form a kind of feaor large lake,

many branches iffue from it, which uniting at different diftances, form confiderable

rivers.

1 he province of the South affords a fingular appearance throughout its whole extent,

by the number of canals and rivers which interfect it, and which are all covered with

boats. It is therefore that this is one of the damped countries known : altliough

fituated in the midlt of the torrid zone, thofe fcorching droughts which deflroy the

produdtions of nature, are never experienced in it ; but they are expofed to all the

inconveniences of a damp heat, which occafions a number of difeafes.

Tonquin in general is well peopled : there are few cities, but many towns and villages

or aldees, fo clofe to each other every where that is not covered by water, that they

feem to form but one continuation of dwellings, all bilonging to the fame community,

fo that at firll fight it ia difficult to diftinguilh them one from another. It is faid that it

is not uncommon to meet with towns containing thirty, forty, and even a hundred
thoufand fouls, which is equal in point of population to the largeft cities of Europe.

The only city, which properly deferves that name, is Kacho, or Kecho, the capital

of the kingdom. The kii?g refides there : it is fituated on the river Songkay, 40
leagues from the fea, in 21° N. lat. In fize it may be compared with the moil cele-

brated cities of Afia, and its circumference is reckoned at lead equal to that of Paris ;

but no city, that is knowl^;, equals it for population, efpecially on the firfl; and fifteenth

of each moon, when the large markets are held, which attrad nearly all the inhabi-

tants of the towns and villages within a confiderable diftance. One may judge of the

multitudes of people that are then colleded, and thus fuddenly augmented by millions

of fouls, to fuch a degree, that it is making great progrefs to advance a hundred paces

in half an hour, although the llreets are very broad. Notwithftanding this innumerable

crowd, the mod perfect order prevails throughout the city. Every kind of merchan-

dize fold there has its particular ftreet affignod to it, which belongs to one, two or

more villages, who alone have a right to keep (hop there.

The ftreets of Kacho are large and handfome, paved with brick, except where the

clephaiirs, horfes. King's carriages, and cattle pafs. Two-thirds of the houfes are of

wood, the reft of brick ; among thefe are the ilores of the foreign merchants, diftin-

guifliable amid a multitude of cabins built of bamboo and clay.

The palaces of the mandarins and public edifices, which occupy large trails, have

nothing remarkable in them but a large wooden building which conftitutes the chief,

part, and is built more folid than the generality of houfes, and are ornamented with

fcalpture and pair.tings : the interior is divided into foveral chambers ; the pavement and

lljoring is neat, and the roof of tiles of different colours is well contrived.

'1 he common houfes are compofed of roofs fupported on pofts, generally covered

with ftraw, fea-reeds, or large leaves, which laft 30 or 40 years, if no accident happens

tu them. They have neither ciehngs, nor ftoiies ; they are merely divided by boarded

partitions for tiifferent ul'es ; they have all only the bare ground. They have no glafs

to their windows ; it is icarccly known in this country ; its place is fupplied by opea

iiuen and nvats of bamboo or rattan, fo fine as to be almoit tranfparent.
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In tlic nianiit-r ihc houfes arc built, fires arc to be dreaded, and prevented by the-

utmoft precaution : it is therefore forbidden to keep fn-es during tho night, and they are

only permitted during certain hours in the day ; the police pay vifits when leaft cx-

pcfted, ai\d thofe whn are found with fires during the prohibited time are fiaed.

'riie'utinoil order in general prevails in this capital : it is divided into quarters and

bodies of trades, each having their chief, and forming different communities, which have

their own peculiar police and laws. Their commerce is very great, and caiTied on by

moans of barks and boats on the largo river which erodes it. Each boat pays about

two-pence halfpenny for anchorage, which produces confiderable fuins. The number

of boats is fo prodigious that it is difficult to approacii the fliores of the river: our

rivers and molt commercial ports, even Venice, with all its gondolas and boats, can j;ive

no idea of the buftle and population of the river at Kecho, although only thofe who

are neceffary to conduft the boats and protedl the goods remain in them : all the mer-

chants having houfes in the neighbouring villages, none of them living in velFeki, as

fome accounts aflert, and among others that of Tavemier. P ^ ^»

The King's palace occupies a part of the city ; it has an inclofurc of waHs, entirety

hid by the furrounding houfes. Thefe walls are faid to be three leagues in circum-

ference, fix or fcvcn feet high, and nearly as thick, which forms a public promenade.

This quarter is the handfomert and heft built of the city ; it is inhabited by the most

diftinguilhed peopfc : the grandees of the kingdom, the courts of jufticeare in it, and

the land is excefllvely dear to thofe who would build there. The architefture of the

paiace is not more diftinguiflied than of the principal edifices of the city : its enirance

announces nothing of the grandeur of the monarch that inhabits it, nor of the wealth it

contains: little of its interior is known, except that fculpture and painting are carrieti

as far as the ftate of thofe arts in this country will allow. The buildings are of the fineft

wood and brick ;
gold and filver reigns throughout in profufion : there are gardens

park', canals, ponds, and every thing that can contribute to the amufemcnt and accom-

modation of thofe who pafs their lives in it ; efpecially the prince's wives, who never

quit it, nor the women and eunuchs who wait on them.

Before the revolution which eflablilhcd the prefent government of Tonouin, the

buildin'Ts were much handfomer and more foHd than they are at prefent. The triple

walls of the old city and of the ancient palace, its courts paved with marble, the ruins

of its gates and lodges, give fome idea of what it was in its fplendour, and makes one

regret the d( ftruOion of one of the fineft and moft extenfive edifices of Afia.

At prefent the royal city itfelf has no walls, nor any external defence, like the other

cities, or c©nfidcnble places of this kingdom ; it has only an enclofure formed by live

hedges of bamboos, which iii faft is a better proteftion from thifvcs, and even from a

fuddon aflault from troops, than any walls they could build in this country.

The environs of the royal city, ai > the conftant quarters of a numerous militia, that

the King koq>s ready for any event. The arfenal, .:id other magazines of warlike ftorcs,

are on the banks of the river.

On the other fide of the Songkoy is the camj^ or Chinefe -ity ; formerly foreigners

and even Europeans were admitted into the royal city ; they are now totally excluded:

ihcreafon is, that the Chinefe becoming very rich, and very numerous m Tonquin,

being befidcs proud and perfevering in their undertakings, they are fearful they might

become powerful enough to excite revolt, as they have done at Batavia, the Manillas,

Siam, and other parts of the calt, where commerce has attra«fted them ; thcv were even

more' to be ftareU in Tonquin thau any where clfo, bccaufe the kingdom, naving once

tonued
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jreigncro

ccludcd

:

formed pari ol the empire of China ; ihey would have more prelencevS, and perhaps
ureater means cf exciting a revolution. They are however permitted to go all over the

kingdom, where they carry on an immcnfe trade, and are even recei\ ed into the royal

city, but may not fettle there. All other foreigners are forbidden to enter, or even to

approach it without exprcfs perniinion.

Next to the capital, Ilcan is the mod confiderable city in all Tonquin ; it contains

more than 1 0,000 houfcs, and befides occupies a vaft extent, on account of the mantier

of building. The inhabitants are very rich ; it is one of the chief markets of the

kingdom ; it is fituated on the right bank of the river, four or five days' journey from
hs moath.

Five or iix leagues from the mouth of the rivei-, is another city called Domea, much
Icfs than Jlcai), but well known to Ilrangers, bccaufe it is in a bay farmed by the

river oppofite to it, that they anchor, and it is thtre only they are allowed to form efla-

blillmients to carry on their commercec
,, y,

Thefe cities, as well as ahnofl all habitations, are furrounded with live hedges of

bamboo. Weaiihy imlividuals are known by the fame er.clofure round their houfes

and gardens, which added to the arcquiers which they plant in alleys, form an
agreeable coup d'ctil, and reprefent all the towns and villages as fo many parks

ornamented with gardens and houfes. In the low lands they are obliged to conftrudl

elevations, on which they build their houfes, 10 avoid the waters during the thncs of

the inundations.

The high roads of thefe provinces are maintained at the public expence ; they are

broad, high enough not to be imindated during the floods ; but not being paved, and
being much frequented, in the rainy feafons they form a kind of maffive mud, which

v^an only be gol through by vralking barefooted, which all the Tonquinefe do, with the

exception of the mandarins, and other diftinguifhed perfons, who alone poffefs horfes

or have a right to ufe them. Rich people, fuch as merchants, principal farmers, are

carried in a Kind of hammock, tied to the two ends of a pole, that two, four or more
men carry on their fhouiders.

ITie keeping of bye roads is at the expence of the inhabitants of the towns or

villages, to which they ferve as communication from one place to another. Thefe are

no bridges over the large rivers, the Chinefe had built ftone ones, when Tonquin was

fubjed to them : the Kings have had them every where deftroyed, to prevent eafy

communications to an enemy in timr war. There are fome over the Imaller rivers

and caiuls, built of wood and covei^ a with tiles. Mofl of them are made of poles of

bamboo, one end of which refts on the fide of the canal or river, and the other refts

againft a fimilar one from the oppofite fide ; fo as to form a rather elevated angle

thus /\ ; bridges of this kind are very llecp to afcend, and (till more difficult to

defcend ; only the moft adlive of the Tonquinefe can pafs them with eafe. They are

built by the bonzes, and are covered in with roofs of thin poles, overlaid with rufties

or leaves.

In the inhabited mountainous country, in great part covered with woods, the houfes

are raifed feven or eight feet above the ground and placed on ports : the floor is con-

ihufted with canes ; under this floor ferves as a (table for the cattle. A fquare of about

four feet covered with clay, on which they light their fire, is their only fire-place or

kitchtn ; iIk re is neither chimney nor pipe to let out the fmoke, which penctr;ites every

where, and which tlioir uncouth people feem to endure without any incouveni.nce : they

even confidir it as beneficial to pn lerve their buildings.

4 Y 2 It*
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In the mountainous country the habitations are difpfrfed without any order, at con-

fiderable dilhnces from each other ; but they all depend on the chief place of their

diftrift, and are under magiftratcs acknowledged by the inhabitants, althougli the

elleds of the general police are lefs vilible in this woody and mountainous country than

in the flat provinces : fome are even fo ignorant and barbarous, that they may be com-
pared to the favages of America.

Fifliermen, and thofe belonging to the inland navigati'c^n of the kingdom, five on the

rivers and canals, in cabins built on floats of cane : thtle kind of houfes are faftencd

to the fhore by lines forty or fifty feet long, which ferve for cordage ; they arc very

ftrong, and lad a long time.

The cultivation of the lands is eafy : tjje rice harvefls, which is the chief food of the

nation, nev* fail, and are alnjoft always very plentiful.

The care of cultivating this grain, as neceffarv in the Eafl as corn is in Europe, is

the chief objcd with the'l'onquinefe, and keeps them conflantly employed. It is madb
to fhoot in the houfe in troughs placed for that purpofe, it is then fown very thick, in

beds well watered, which are afterwards beat down, and levelled as exaftly as polfible :

as foon as it is dry, it fprings up very quick ; in five or fix weeks it is fit to tranfplant,

and it is put in fields prepared for it, where >•• is planted Uem by ftem. This work is

done by women.
The rice grows, ripens, and is gathered in about three months, reckoning from the

day it is tranfplanted. They generally have two crops in the year in the low lands,

which, as they have water at will from the rivers and canals, are aUrays kept well

watered. The land is difpofed in fmall ridges, in the furrows between which they can

convey the water and keep it at the neceflary height. Thofe who reap the rice arc

up to their knees in water.

In the mountainous land, where they have not the fame command of water, they

have but one crop in the year, in the fifth or fixth moon, which pretty nearly anfwers

to our June.

The rice-plant grows to the height of three or four feet : its leaf is larger than that

of wheat; it bears two broad ftems much divided, fumiflied with oblong flat grains;

the rtems arc covered wifh a beard two or three inches long, forked at the end, and

generally bridled at the bottom. In general the grain is white, enveloped in a firft

Ikin, brown or of a deep yellow, which muft be taken oflF before the rice is ufed for

food. There is different coloured rice, yellow, red, white and black ; there is even a

kind which has rather an af t-eable fmell : It is that which, by preference, is offered up

to the idols. All thefe kinds are eaten' That from which arrack is difUllcd is never

ufed for food but when the other kinds cannot be had, being very hard to digeft.

It has been proved that if the Tonquinefe were more indullrious they might have a

third crop from their lands, by fowing barley in the intervals between the rice on the

ridges. The Chlnefe do this in their moll fertile provinces. But this is not praftifed in

Tonquin : they fow m corn, they have no vines, they have not even any meadows;
but they gather grafs enough for their cattle, in the intervals of the ridges where

the rice grows, under the trees, by the fides of the roads, and the patiis which feparate

the lands.

Let it be added, that the fame fields which produce the rice fumifh an aftonilliing

abundance of fifh of all kinds, and even very beautiful ones, brought by the great

inundations, and which find a food that fuits th';m mak-s them remain. When the

waters retire, there remain li/h enough ia the pools and ditches to breed and replenif>«

the
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the fields of rice in the time of the floods. When they drain the lands to draw off

the fuperabundant water to prepare them, each village lets out the fifliin^ in their own
diftriit : what remains in low places and hi the ditches is fufficient for their ui'ual

confuniption.

There is a confiderable diftrift in the province of the Somh, which refemblcs a lake»

and which never entirely drys up ; when there is lead water on it, that is about the

fifth moon, they fow rice on it, which they have time to reap before the rainy feaion.

When there is too much water to expeft any crop, thofe who inhabit the borders of
this lake, filh up a prodigious quantity of Imall crabs, which refeinble crayfilh. Thefe
crabs are much elteemed, and fervc all the year as fauce to their tifli, of which the

people make their common food.

The moft common fruits of Tonquin, are not inferior in quality, to jhofe of other

eaftern countries : but the oranges are much fuperior, and uf feveral kinds. 'I'he

other fruits are bsmanas, pine-apples, guavas, papas, fapodilks. The lechea, which
•he inhabitants call bcjay, grows on a high tree, whofe leaves are like the laurel : the

fi uit appears in grapes on the branches, and each grain takes the form of a heart, the
fi; e of a fmall hen's egg. When ripe it is of a crimfon red t its fliell is thin, rough,

anl eafily opf'ns. The fight and tafte are equally gratified by the excellence and
beauty of this fruit : it does not keep more than forty aays : it is ripe in April. About
that time, the King's tafte-ofllcers put their feal on chofe trees, which promii'e the beft

bcjay, without ejiquiring whom they belong to, and the owners not only mud not

touch them, but are obliged to attend to the prefervation of thofe fruits refers ed and
marked for thr :ourt.

The prune or date tree, called john, or dragon's egg, is very common in this country :

the tree is large, its fruit is the fiz" of a fmall plumb, of a pale olive, or dead leaf

colour, and its tade delicious. This frnit being very heating, is confidered as unwhole-

fome, notwithftanding the pleafure they take in eating it.

The taca or mite, the largeft fruit in the world*, fmce fome of them weigh above

a hundred pounds ; it grows larger in Tonquin than elfewhere ; it grows from the

very body of the tree, or its largeft branches. There are two kinds of it, the one
known by the name of barca is the beft, of a Iblid confiftence, and has the tafte of a

melon, but it is hard to digeft : if eaten to excefs it caufes a peililential diforder, which

the natives call morxi. The other kind, called papa or girafal, is foftilh, of an infipid

tafte, and of a much inferior quality to the firft;j it is only in rcqueft for its nuts or
chcftnuts. Ihe feafon of this fruit lafts from March to September,

They have many mulberry trees, but lefs efteemed for their fruit than as they i'erve

for food to the worm that produces filk, which is here fo common, that ftufls of it

ferve to clothe the very pooreft fort of people.

There are many other fruit-trees, which it would be difficult to defcribe to Eu-
ropeans merely by their names. They have neither apples, jvars, apricots, nor peaches,

nor have they any cabbages, artichokes, nor of our common plants and roots.

Sugar-canes grow fpontancoufly ; but the Tonquinefe do not underftand refining

fugar ; neverthelefs they ufe it in the common fervices of life, and make prefervcs of

fruits and roots with it, which keep a long time, notwithftanding the prevailing humi-

dity of their atmofphere.

They care little about flowers, and the culture of them is entirely negledcd : among
their buihes they have very fine rofes ; the moft remarkable of which are white mingled

with purple, of a grateful odour ; there are others, which arc yellow and red, but

• The Durio of Siam.— Tr.

void.
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oil! of fragrance, the Aalks of which have no thorns. The lily is common, as

In all the otner countrit'S of India : it is white like thole of Eurone, with a tall Item,

hut the flower is finalh r. 1 he Perfuin j.ifmui is common in all the hedges. The
flowers they nioft value, is a kind of caper, white or red, of an excellent perfume,

and latts at Icaft a fortnight alter it is gatheral. Women of quality ufe them to

ornament their drcls.

Anu>ng domcftic animals, oxen and buffalcw only are ufcd for labour : they never
eat them, though their religion docs not forbid the ufe of them, as in other parts

of India.

I'heir horfes arc Anall, but fpirited and Itout, though only the Prince and fome
mandarins ufo them, and they are rathej eflcemal as an appendage of pomp, than

of any real utility. They have no aflcs nor Iheep ; there arc few goats, but tliey breed

& great many p'gs, the fle(h of which is wholelome and well-flavoured. 'I'hey have
cats which are of no ufe, as they will not catch rats ; the dogs carry <m iho war with

thole troublefome animals : the people eat cats, dogs, and rats. Poultry, fuch as

fowk, ducks, and geefe are in great abundance ; they are to be met with every where,

even in the woods, wh« re they multiply Kcoethngly without any care. 'I'he inhabit-

ants of 'I'onquin, as well as thofe of China, hatch ducks* eggs in ovens, and
amazingly encreafe the number by that means. J'he canal.*, rivers and fields are

covered with difl'erent kinds of birds fit for the table ; tluy are taken with m s or fnares
;

for though hunting atid fifhing are allowed Iri-ely all over the kingdojn, the ufe of fire

arms is forbidden, under pain of death.

The forefts of the provinces fituated in thf mouiuains contain flags, deer and wild

boars: there are alfo peacocks, a fpccics of partridge peculiar to the country, qujiils,

and other birds. 'Ihe tigers render the neighbourhood of the forelts very dangerous-

;

they are of diflfercnt fizts, fome of them eight »)r ten feet long, are of an amazing
ftrength, catch up the largeft buflfalos, ami carry them off with afloniihing celerity.

The wild elephants are not lefs fonniilable : when they efcape from the woods, into

the fields, they overturn houfes and kill the inhabitants. The fort Us are peopled with
monkies of all fizes and fpecli.-s : fome have dogs' heads, fome are according, to the

accounts of the inhabitants, fix or feven feet high. l*arrots are not lefs numerous,
and both arc very deftruftive to the rice and frc 'r, and the inhabitants take every
poflible means to deftroy or at lealt drive them a iy.

CHAP. III. — Population of the Country :— CbaraHcr and Difference of the Inhabit-

ants :— Mannerst Per/on and Corporeal Qualities :— Dre/'s.

TONQUIN may be confidered as the mofl populous country in the world,
efpecially in the four provinces, which furround the royal city. The wooded country
is lefs peopled, although well inhabited.

There are neither fortified places, nor walled cities in the whole kingdom. They
reckon nine thoufand towns, defignated by the title Xa, and three thoufand annexed
to them called Trai : many villages or communities depend on thefe principal places.

The Tonquinefe nation, although fubjed to the fame empire and the fame laws,

is compofcd of different races of men, who only have an external refemblance, and
whofe difpofitions are wholly different.

The people inhabiting the mountains live by himting, and the produftions of the

ground they cultivate round their habitations, without having fcarcely any conne(ftion

with the inhabitants of the plains, and are looked uj)on by the reft of the Ton-
»' quinele
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quinefc as a favaj;{e nation. They are a quiet people, and give the government no
unoaliru'fs, thou^^h it is known that it occafiull required, they could furnilh the beft

and bravcft foldiers in the nation. ..-. < ,i

Tht'fe mountains are alii) peopled by n nation entirely diiLrcnt from thofe we have
juft mentioned : ihey are of Tartar or Chlnefe origin, only inhabit the forefts, often

change their dwelling, efpecially when they find the earth they cultivate does not
anfwer to their labour, and begins to be exhaufted. This fingular nation is the mod
poliihed of I'onquin, the moll inftrufted in the fcieace of the Chincfe charaders, and
carry on a trade with the low lands, but little know yet which enriches them.

It may be fuppofcd, that thia people beft underhand how to derive any advantage

from the metals contained in the mountains, and the valuable woods they bear»

efpecially cinnamon, which is very common \ but which is forbidden to be cut or
fold, except on the King's account, who referves the trade in it exclufively to
himielf.

The hunters (^f this nation are very expert with the bow } they have the fecret of
poifoning their arrows, and of giving fo exad a degree of adivity to their poifon, that

ihey know how far the wild animals they wound can run before they die : therefore

after they have hit their mark, they remain very quiet ; affurcd of fuccefs, they go to

pick up their prey in the place they expeft to find it, and are feldom miftaken. This

poifon does not prevent their eating tli- animals that die by it without any inconve*

nience. Thieves dare not approach their habitations ; the very tigers fecnv to dread

them. Thefe talents pafs for diftinguiflied qualities with the reft of the Tonquinefe,

and caufe them to be lookod upon as men favoured by nature, and worthy of cfteeni j

they are even fuppofed to poffefs fupernatural fecrets. They never leave their moun-
tains, except to pay their tributes at the royal city.

The greater part of the people of the low lands are rude and fimple, who are

generally governed by an excels of credulity or fuperftition.

It fometinies happens that the great river which defcends from the mountains of

China, and runs through the kingdom, fwelled by the mehing of the fnows and the rains

which fall at the end of fpring, caufes fuch terrible inundations, that the country

fcems threatened with ruin : whole provinces are covered with water, with an infinite

lols of provifions to the inhabitants, who are obliged to fake fhelter in tiieir boats, and

gain the elevated country, where they feck the means of fubfiftence till the waters

retire.

Both men and women amonp the Tonquinefe are of a middling ftature, but well

proportioned, the face broad, without being lo flat as that of the Chinefe, the eyes and

nofe fmall, their hair long and black. The men have little beard, which they fuffer

to grow : the boys niuft Ihave the top of the head in the form of a crefcent. Few
of then^ are deformed ; the women are handfome. They are much the fame colour

as the Porluguefe and Spaniards.

Although the children of both fexes have very white teeth, as foon as they attain the

age of fevcntcen or eighteen, they black them like the Japanefe : like the Chinefe they

alfo let their nails grow : the longer they are, the handfomer they are efteemed j but.

this cuftohi is confined to the higher claffes. The women dye their nails red ;. there

is even a certain degree of elegance in having the hands and feet tinted with a flight

fliade of that colour.

The common pet)ple neither wear ftockings, flroes, nor drawers ; the men's habit

confifts of a piece of linen feveral ells in length, with which they gird their loins,

and cover what modelly dircvits them to conceal j and of a long habit with very wide

fleeves,.

'.m'i
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flecvps, which crofle.^, and tios with a band on tlie right Cide, and co/crs all the body*
When at work or walking, they in general only wcnr the cloth round tljcir loini»^wii'

The wonu-n arc inodi-lUy clotiicd ; they wear a Img petticoat, and oni' or Tevpral

habit.s, of the lame form us tholl- of the men, but Ihortor ; they cover the bolotn with

a piece of linen or lllk in the form of a heart : they have ear<rin^.< and bracelets

o( gold or filver : they wear no necklaces : thuy generally go with legs and feet naked,

like the men.
Rich or dignified people, wear very long and wide drawers, an under waiflcoat with

tight flcevcs and fhort, of the fame form as their habit, and a Icjng rube over. In

vijiting, Horh rich and poor (Iiould have a longer and wider habit than in common, the

fleevei! . which reach the ground : it (hould be of linim, ftlk being too common in

this country : they cover their heads with a hat made of two leaves of a tree, which
are (Irong enough to (heltcr them from the fun aiui rain. A particular law in Ton-

quin foi DJds the public ufe (^ fandals and (hoes to all except learned nien, and thofc

who have attained the rank of dodor ; but in their houfes they generally ^<car a kind

of flipper divided into two parts, one for the great toe, and the other for the remain-

der of the toes, which, they fay, originates in that the > uient 'i'onquinefe had the great

tue at a great diftance froqi the others : ihefe flipper^, have no heels.

Their habits are of different ccli'urs, the mod common is white, that is the natural

colour of tiie fdk, or linen ; black is for the mod diltinguiflit'd perfonageH. I'ho

mandarins and their officers when ofiiciatii\g in their employments, or when they

go to court, wear robes of a fliining black, approaching^ to a dull violet col jur.

As long hair is confidered a beauty at Tonquin, it forms part of their drefs of cere-

mony. Men and women generally tuck it up, and tie it in a knot behind ; but when
they appear before a fuperior, they let it down through refpecl : the women even

conceal part of the face with it. The foldiers wlun at exeicifu. and artifans when at

work, tuck it up under their bonnets, or tie it on the top of the head.

They do not clothe childrei\ till the age of fix or feven ; fonje j^ive theoi ft .WWiU
coat, which only reaches the navel, but mod ol them are entirely naked, ^i; ^ .*v >

, . .. ' {•

CM AP. TV.— Taxes :— Public JVorks : — Right of htherUHnte .• — Lan^m^r •—
Maniiigcs ; — Divorce i— Sumptuary Law* : -— Cujiom ofAdoption ; — Delators and
Creditors.

•"•-*--•"! "r. . -t.-^.. - ,- .>. <y,.^. - ,^ -.^..^ ... . .,.j . ;,

THE condition of the people is very wretched ; they arc obliged to pay heavy taxes,

and are fubjed to hard labour. Every man from the age of eighteen or twenty pays

head money, from three to fix rix-dollars per annum ; the price is proportioned to

the wealth of the territory of the town or villiage, to which he belongs, 'i'his tax is

colleded in April and October, which are the rice harvells : it is generally taken iti

kind ; therefore the quantity is not fixed, but is proportioned to the produce. A
merchant fettled in the capital, befides the taxes he pays for his trade, is not the lefs

liable to the capitulation in the place from whence he orginates, imd to all other

ferviccs by the fame reafon. There are only royal exemptions ; the King's domedics,

minifters of date, public oflicers ; the literati, from the r.uik of fingdo, the fird dep
that gi^es ranlt in the date, aiid which aufwers to bachelor in our univerfitics

;

olFicers, foldiers, and fonu; wlio purchufe this privilege ; and that only for iljeir .0^'n

Ufe; which is only obtained by interell. ...... :'i

In the villages, whofe territory is barren, or very poor, the inhabitants who are not

able to pay the tax in rice or money, are employed to cut grafs for the elephants, and
i a date
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ftate horfes. However diftant they may be, they are obliged to fend it at their own
cxpenfe to the capital.

Ikfidc this tax, every Tonquinefe, not exempt, is fubjeft to the vecquan, or fervice

of the monarch, that is to fay, they are obliged, either by ihemfelves or by thofe they

hire, to labour at the public works, the chief of which are the walls of the King's

palace, the high roads, the buildings for the magidrates, the arfenals, bridges, &c.
Artifans of all profcflions mull employ fix months in the year at the vecquan,

without any hope of recompenfe for their labour : the moft they can expcft, from a
mild and humane jjiililic officer, is their food. The reft of the year is abfolutely their

own ; time little enough to maintain a numerous family.

Property is in general refpeftnd, even by the King ; by which fome Tonquinefe rife

above the common niifcry, when they have courage and induftry enough to endeavour
to make their fortune by trade.

The Chinefe having for a long time been mafters of Tonquin, have introduced

their laws, language, charafters, or manner of writing, and religion. The cuftoms
of Tonquin are ftiil very like thofe of China, wi'h the exception of fome few points

which diftinguifli them. The Chinefe language is ftill their literary one : but the

Tonquinefe have formed a kind of jargon of it, which is unintviUigible to the Chinefe

;

they can n\crcly read and undcrftand it, when fet down in theW charafters. In this

kingdom as in all other countries of the world, tb^.re are provincial dialedts, uninicU

ligible to all but thofe accuftomed to them, efpecially in me prov" v.e which joins

Cochin-China. The pronunciation of this Chinefe language is not the » le in Tonquin,

Cochin-China, Japan, and the iflands of Licou-chieou *, as inChij.;i.: nevertheless all

thefe different people, by feeing the fame word written in C^'nefe charafters, gi .e it the

fame fignification, although their pronunciation does not '

1 Li- leaft agree.

The laws of Tonquin, which fecure propel ^y, regula es the diftribution of it in

families. The eldeft fon takes the greateft part : the law allows fome fhare to the

daughters ; which is but trilling, when there are many brothers.

The Tonquinefe cannot marry without the confent of tiicir father and mother, or

the ncareft of kin, who reprclent the heads of the family. There are degrees of

affinity prohibited by law. They may never take a woman in a direft line, however

removed from the original ftock, even if it were to the twentieth degree. Thofe of

the fame name, or race, can never marry : but there is no degree prohibited in the

collateral line, they may even marry two fifters.

The girls generally marry at the age of fixteen. All the ceremony on the fide of

the man coniifts in demanding her for wife, and making fome prefents to the father.

If the r«iueft is accepted, they come to an open explanation of the wealth of the

two fiinilies. The hufliand fends the girl . .. r; thing he intends for her ufe. The
day of murriago, the relations and friends c.* ,i\e contniding parties being folenmly

afl"embled, the bride is carried with all flie has received from her hiiiband to thehoufe

prepared for their future relidence. NeithfT niagitlrates nor priefts are required ; the

confent of the parents is lufllcient : the parties thenifolves write, or caufe to be written,

the aft by which they mutually engage : they lign it, or put the mcafurc of their

finger on it, whic li they trace on the paper.

• The inniids of I.i'()ii-chi<.'ou, .nrc tliirty-fix in number, bi'lwccn 25 (leg. and 28 Jog. north lat. They

form a coiifidcrablt: kingdom, very [lopulouj, and tributary to Cliina : tin- people have the fame cuilom*

and language as the Chlnefr. The ifland of Licou-Chieou, the largeft, and tlie refidence of the King,

gives it name to thj kingdom. This couutr)- is littie, but fctms worthy of being more fo.
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The marriapc is entirely free, at lead for the hufband, who may fell his wife,

which is not uncommon ; or ho may put her away, oblorving certain ceremonies :

but the wife cannot quit Iier hulband witiiout his conicnt.

Polygamy is tolerated in 'fonquin, and is even common: the iirft wife, that is, her

that the hulband married tirit, or whole parents are moll relpedable or rich, holds

the chief rank among them, commands over them, and Aonc bears the title of wife.

That the marriag.> may be deemed valiil, they n\ufl inform the chiefs of the commu-
nity they belong to, of it, and pay a tax fixed by law. In like manner, to atmul

a marriage and put away the wife, the hulband breaks a piece of money in two, one

half of which he gives his wife, who goes and informs the chiefs of the dillritl : Ihe

is then free, or elfe tlie hull)and gives her a certilicate figned with his hand and feai,

in which he acknowledges that he gives up his rights over her, and that lie gives her

liberty to difpofe of herfi'lf. The hulband is obliged to retm-n her all (lie brought

him in marriage, even the prcfents he had given her, to ihare all the turniiure, and

the houfe where fiie lived, as well as the children ilie has had, if (he wilhis it ; for

Ihe may leave them all to the hulband. After the death of the hulband, the concu-

bines, or wives of the fccond order, have no fliare in his elfcifts, and if they have had

no children, they are turned out of the houfe. This cuitom extends even to the

King's wives.

The children of the fame father, though by ditVercnt women, inherit alike : only

the eldcit has one-tenth more than his brothers : he takes the place of father

to then, on the death of their own, even to his eldeft fillers, when he attains man-
hood, and they cannot difpofe of themfelves without his confent. During their minor-

ity, the uncles govern the minors and their • roperty. In d.fault of males, the girls

inherit in equal proportions, which is not the cafe in China, where they cannot luc-

ceed to immovables nor landed property.

Adultery is punilhed with b.miihment to the confmes of the kingdom : it may be
puniflv d with death, but that is very rare. The ancient laws permit a man who fur-

prifes his wife in the act of adultery, to kill her and her gallant, provided it is done
with his own hand : it he carries his complaint before the magiilrates, the woman
is condemned to be trod to death by an elephant. The feducer is put to death in

fome other manner.

Girls convicted of having foifeited their honour, are obliged to pay a fine, more
or lefs, according to the cullom of the place. Among the inhabitants of the minmtains,

who are looked upon as favages, the girls live in the molt um\llrained maimer :

but if they become pngnant, and are reported to the mandarin, this accident in the

family is enough to ruin the father and mother, by the lines they are obliged to pay,

for their negligence in not watching their daughter's conduct. If there is not enough
to pay, the girl anil her accomplice may be fjld for flaves.

The laws forbid the ufe of wine ; but are little attended to in this point, except in

the royal city, where they are always under the eyes of the mandarins, and where it

is cuflomary to gtt a written permillion from thein to ule it at weddings and fu-

nerals.

Children pay the utmofl refp-ct to their parents, living or dead. In no cafe can a

(on engage in a procefs againft iiis father or mother, nor marry without their confent.

'I'he time of mourning for father or mother is twenty-leven months : during that

time the children cannot marry, unlefs within the three firft days immediately fuc-

cecding the death : if they let thole pafs, tliey niufl wait the end of mourning. The
refpcd
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rorpriT: for parents, or thofe who rcprefent thom, is fo vvoll cfliibliflicd nnd obfi-rved,

th;it the fchool-maders appointod in all the towns and vllh\y;i's, have the gi-fatcd aiiiho-

Y'ty over their pupils. It' they were to he accul'ed, even after they had lef'i them, of
failini^ in refpert to them, they would be feverely punifhed.

The 'ronquinefe have not the barbarous cuftoni that the Chinefe have c^f dnnvninpj

the chikh'en they cannot hipport ; fomc who are alhanieil to diCcover tlieir inil'jry,

fxpofe iheni: but it is feldoiu they perilh, becaufe many take a pleafure in receiving

them, and bringing ihem up. 7'hole who are profefledlv poor I'ell iliem. This atfe

of inunanity, on the part of the rich and independent, arifes from the delire, natural

among this nation, of havinp; a numerous and opulent family, from wlunee originates

the culhmi of procuring (hange children, and even adopting of tluiu, with a kind of

folenniity, indillerently of IxMh fexes. At the death of their adopted father, ihefd

children (hare equally in the fucceflion with the real children ; they go into mourning,
as they would for their cnvn father, though he may be Itill alive.

The method of adojition is very hmple : cither the adopted has been found by his

adopted father, who notifies to the magiftrate that he receives it among the number of

his children ; (^r lie who al'plres to that favour, being of an age to make his intentions

known, propoles them, or gets them propofed to the father of a family ; if latislied

with his anfwer, he prefents himfelf before him, with two bottles of arrack, which
his patron receives. JSomc explanitions, or propofed conditions, conclude the cere-

mony.
Ufury is very common, and very baneful in Tonquin, where in general they take

yearly one-third of the fum lent, as interelf. When the intereft equals the principal,

the ufury ought to ceafe : but the creditors get new aotes or bonds executed ; and it

often happens that families that were comfortable are ruined, by a debt in its origin

very trifling, ''he abufe of the laws of the country gives the creditor an aftonifliin^

power over the debtor : they become maflers in their houfes, take away their moveables,

their wives, and children, whom they ill treat, put them to a kind of painful torture,

hoping by that means to force them to give up all they poffefs : they finifti by felling

them, to obtain the price of their labour, till the debt is paid ; for, (Iriftly fpeaking,

there is no flavery in Tonquin. The adopted children, thofe the creditors feizc, or

whom their parents have fold, become free at the expiration of the term fixed for their

fervice. Their engagements are only temporary ; therefore it is forbidden under pairt

of death, to fell their children to the Chinefe, who reduce them to perpetual flavery

:

notwithltanding this prohibition, many are privately fold, as well in their own country

as to foreigners.

I ',*

CHAP. V.— Vi/its : — Cti/loms of Society, Miimicr of dividing Time and Dljlanccs.

— Ffjliviils and Supcrjiitttns of the Nc-m 2hir : — Sbcivs : — Singing-Hoifcs : —
Cod-Jighting.

MOST of their ceremonial cufloms are of Chinefe origin. The women in general

are allowed full liberty of going abroad when they pleafe, but thofe of the manda-

rins and other perfons of dilHnd'on are (hut up, much the fame as they arc in Chma.

Both are faid to be txtremely eafy, and to give thcmlelves to ftrangcrs on moderate;

terms, and form tempoiary marriages with them, 'i'hey always choofe their luithund

accoi"ding fo their liking, which the Chinel'e are not allowed to do, who marry without

any previous acquaintance with their future ludband,

4 i: 2 Vifits

r\'4'
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Vifits are only paid In the morning. The nobles even go to court very early,

where they tranfaft the bufinefs of their ofliccs till eight o'clock, when they return

home.
The Princes, great mandarins, and perfons of their rank, never go out but on ele-

phants, in rich palanquins, followed by numerous officers, foldiers and fervants. 'I'lie

rank or dignity determines the number of the retinue. Thofe of an inft»rior degree

go on horfe-back, and are never attended by more than ten perfons, though feldoni

by lefs, as thee fcort forms a great part of their pomp, and announces their dignity

and power.

Their manner of receiving ftrangers, relations, or friends, is the fame as among the

Chinefe. Women are not admitted to their converfations, nor do they eat with the

men. They however appear, and receive and return thofe attentions and compli-

ments it is judged proper to pay them. There is no furniture in the rooms where

they receive company ; after the ufual ceremonies of falutes, and bows, which are al-

ways regulated according to the rank of the perlon treated with, they fet down on
eltrades covered with mats, which are round the room ; they fit on them crofs-legged,

as is cuftomary all over the Eall. Mats are their only furniture, carpets and culhions

are unknown to them : their beds are alfo mats, with a kind of pillow made of rulhes

or reeds, which ferve for bolfter and fupport.

1 he Tonquinefe like mod of the orientals have no tafle for curiofities, which fup-

pofes a genius cultivated l)y the fine arts, and careful education ; but are very luxu-

rious in every thing which they are habituated to. They carry fenfuality to its height.

In converfation and in vifits they avoid all dull fubjefls, and every one drives to

give what he fays that air of gaiety which feems their natural character. For the

fame reafon they never vifit fick people ; their compliments when they meet, are not
* how do you do,' but, ' where have you been,' and, ' what have you done.' If they

perceive any one is unwell, they do not a(k the quellion, but how many cups of rice

they have eaten at each meal, if their appetite is good, or not. An inferior always ap-

pears bareheaded before his fuperiors ; and thofe who receive any orders from the

King, either verbal or written, mult neither hear it nor read it without firft taking oft"

their robe and bonnet.

They have neither clocks to mark and divide the time, i ^r diftances or leagues to

meafure the roads ; every thing is by efliniation. They merely divide the day into

three parts, morning, noon, and evening, and guefs pretty nearly at the half of the

morning and afternoon. The night is divided into five watches, which reckon and are

obferved the lame throughout the kingdom.

The mandarins ule Moorilh clocks, which are copper balls placed in a bafin of water,

each ball h.TS a hole by which the water enters it, when full it falls to the bottom
;

which marks the hour or watch. They then llrike on a copper-plate, fufpt ndcd by a

knob from the center: they thus mark the watch that is part, and that which is be-

ginning ; at the fame time they beat the drum with rods : this noife is repeattid at dil-

tances, and continues al. night.

They reckon diflances by day's or half day's journey : nearer diftances are judged

by the eye, without any acluarmeafurement. In a country fo interfeded wiih can;i!s,

rivers, and marfhes, one is obligeil to make many circuits, which retard the pallage

from i ne place to another, let the dilUmce be ever fo Ihort.

Hach town has a guard, which the ii.habiiants keep by turns: by this means, the

King's orders arc carried iu a fliort time all over the kingdom. Thel'e kinds of guards

6 and
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and meffengors coft the flatc nothing : they even, in feme refpcfts, prevent the in-

curfions of robbers, of whom tha country is full, bccuufe it is torbidden to travel in

the night time : if any unforefeen occurrence oblige them to it, they muft carry a torch

with them, and make themfelves known, or elfe thty are taken up.

'Ihe Tonquinefe year is compofed of lunar months, full or not full. To agree

with the fun, they have, from time to time, intermediate months, and years of thir-

teen month?. I'hefe years are regulated by the King's mathematicians, who arc very

ignorant : they foretel eclipfcs by conjeftures, and when tliey are miflaken, oi

announce them falfely. they are beat on the knees with a ftraw haiiuner ; a punifln-

ment more difgraceful tluui painful. To avoid this, they often omit eclipfes in their

calendars. Before the Europeans traded in this kingdom, thcfc mathematicians

imagined that at the time of eclipfes, a dragon was devouring the moon ; and it was
ordered to make a great noife with pots and pans, to frighten this wild bead, '. 'hile

the mandarins were obliged to kneel down, and fupplicate the dragon not to eat

the moon.
The commencement of the year is regulated by the mathematicians, and is not

always the fame. Some reckon the new year, from the twenty fifth day of the laft

moon, becaufe then the great feal of (late is fhut up for a whole month, during which

time the operation of the laws is fufpendcd ; all the courts of judicature are vacated ;

debtors cannot be feized
;

petty crimes, which are but few in this country, and theft,

go unpuniihed : even the punifliment for the greateft crimes is put oft' to another

time, with the precaution of arrefting the criminal and ftiaving his head, that he may
be eafdy known if he (liould efcape from prifon. Thefe cuftoms are very ancient

among them, and eftablifhed, that every one forgetting all his cares, may devote himfelfi

to the pleafures that accompany the firft days of each year.

Thefe feftivals laft thirty days, which are pafled in rejoicings, vifits, and continual

feafts. They make reciprocal prefents : and this tim.e is very lucrative to the man-t

darins, fchool-mafters, bonzes, &c. who receive prefents from all parts.

Thefe days of rejoicing cjuimence by an aft which ftiews how fuperftitious thefe

people are. Nobody ftirs out of his houfe the firft day, for fear of meeting with

feme unlucky omen for the reft of the year : they even keep their doors faftened for^

the better fecurity. I'he fecond day, they pay vifits, and render their refpefts to

their fupcriors : the public feftivals begin at the fame time; but they are often

difgraced by fecret crimes, which fpring from a barbarous and cruel fuperftition.

There is an abon\inable cuftom among the Tonquinefe of putting fome one ti ieath

on the firft days of the year; to aecomplifli this, they poifon the fruits and poultry

that are brought to market. The thieves lay in an\bufli to aflaflinate fome pailcnger

the one and the othir conceive that thele homicides will bring them good luck ; antl,

on account of the tircumllanoe of the time, it is fcldom that thefe ac>s aic enquired

into or punilhed, altliou^:;h there are frequent examples of the perpetration of them.

'ihe moft efteemcd auuifenuuts among the Tonquinefe at thefe times, are finging

and dancing. This is generally in the evening and often continues all night,. The
mandarins have halls appropriated to thefe amufements, which are mollly open to

the public. In the villages there are finging-houfes, as thfey call the public halls, where

the inhabitants alVemble on the days of feftival ; and where they enjoy tm entertainment

which does not pollels much parade. The adors are generally engaged for one

night, and are four or five in number. Their drel's is fantailical, their fongs or

recitals are almoft always in favour e^f their Kings or great men, are interfperfed with

fome vcrfcs of love Itories, or relative to Ibmc adventure that iuterefts the diftricl.

There
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There arc interludes of dances, always pcribrnicd by women. Their inftrumcnts are

triiinp^ty, copper kcttlr-drum;-, hautbciys, guitars, and diilcrent kinds ot violins j

the women are very clever at rope dancing. Another kind of d;uice, is a great

favourite with tluin : a woman has a bai'on on her he.id full of fmall lighted lamps,

Ihe fhould be vrry active, come, go, jump, every kind of motion, regulated to uiulic,

and all this without fpilling any of the oil. The adors receive a rix-dollar for each

reprel'entation, but the fpedators generally contribute fomething.

C'.i;i:k f';^htiug is alio a grsat amul'ement at Tonquiu, particularly at court. The
King breeds theu'i ti>r this purpole, and in general they are vidorious, though the

courtiers always bet againft them : a mode of making their court that impoveriflu's

them, but to wliich they mutt conform to be well looked upon by the fovcreign.

The game cocks are ihut up leparately in cages, tiie Hicks of which are llrong and

tliick, through whicli they can fee each other, which makes them fo fpirited and en-

rat;i.d, that they fight with furpriiing fury. I'here are ollicers commiilioned to take

charge of thvm, and regulate the battles ; thofe who have the care of the King'i

cocks pav the utmofl: attenti(m to tlicm, and are feverely paniflied if fufpeded of any

lu ghgence in the i^rceding or feeding of them. A King of Achem had the hand oi one

of 1u"s principal lords cut oiF to punilh him, as he laid, for the little care he had taken

in iteding his cocks, which were weak, and had been beaten in a battle fought in the

prefence ul the cruel defpot.

In general the Tonquinefc men are mean and lazy ; the bcfl among them would

only exert thcmftlves to gratify their gluttony, if they were not forced to labour ;

only the paflions always baneiul to fociety can rouze them from their lethargy. It

is otherwile with the* women, if we except their decided inclination tor the men ; they

are more amiable, more laborious, ;md often pofleflfed of indullry and courage.

CHAP. \\.— Of the Food, Wines, Isfe. of the Tonquinefe, Difeafes, Medieinc, and
Surgery.

B(^ILED rice is to the 'lonquinefe what bread is to us : bin being prepared with-

out fait or any other feafoning, it can be but very infipid, for which reafon they eat

many fait and high-leafoned things, fuch as balaclu)n, of which there are feveral

kinds, and which ierves for anchovies: falt-fifh ; a kinil of fair, compofed of conunon

fait, and a fmall grain, roafUd and pulverized, v.hich has an excellent flavour, and

water from falted iifli. Although in general all the lilh of 'onquin is good, there

are duferencis in the fpecies, as among poulay- and lea and river birds. Thcfe pro-

% ifions are abundant, but it is feldom that the common jjcople can proci'rc them:

thtir general iood is rice, vegetables, and the commoneJl Imall fi(h.

They prt|)ari' balachan, and falted water thus ; They ule large wooden vats, or

fmall tubs, wliich they partly (ill with filh, flirimps or finall crabs, which they pound,

according \.o the kind of balachan they would make : they put in a large quantity of

flit and wat'T, m equal pans ; they let the whole ferment tor a month nr fix weeks,

(lirring it every day. At the end of that time, if it is falted water they would make,
ihcy draw ofT the water which is of a deep red : if they would make balaclum, they

do not ieparate the watiT fnun the fetllement, they put the whole into earthen pots,

which are carried and fold all over the kingdom, and thefe articles arc equally elleemed

by the rich and pour.

It may be laid that in this country they eat alt forts of animals, and produdions of

the earth ; even the known poilbn of fome aiun»als docs not fecure them from the tooth

cf the lonquinefe.
Th (.y
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Thoy efteem It a treat to eat raw fiH and beef, and the blood of. animals wai-m
from the -'cins. Pork, whicii is very common, fupplies the place of butcher's meat.

It is a great delicacy to eat fmall fifti, which are ferved up alive in cups, in which they

fwim about. Dogs, cats, field rats, the flefli of horfes and elephants, filk- worms,
th'' fggs of certain ants, large white worms, found in old frees, a kind oi' fmall bee,

calw-s born dead, are elK'emed excellent food, and they are all eateii with their ikins.

The Tonquinefe defpile the flefli of flayed animals : they lofe nothing, nor of the fifti,

except the excrements : they make good ragouts of their entrails, and even reduce

the I'ofter bones to a pafle, of which they make little balls.

In the dry feafon the country is infcfted with clouds of inft-fls, which refemble

nv.\y-bugs: the people gather up as many as they can, roafl: them, reduce them to

powder, and ufetheni to give a high flavour to their food : hens' eggs are only eaten

nicdicinally : thofe which are aiklled are referved for the table of the King, or great

lords : but a great confumption takes place, of the eggsof ducks, gcefe, and other birds.

'I'hey nritlur eat butter nor milk, and hold cheefe in a kind ol abhorrence : they ufe

but little oil in their cookery : they make very little of it, although the olive tree

thrives well there: they ufe hogs' lard to drefs the food of the rich, the greater part

arc contented with the fulted water which ent.M's into all their fauces.

Befides the many vegetables and roots which abound in this country, there are many
trecF, of which they eat the young leaves, the tender branches, and the heart : thus the

pith of the bamboo is in place of hne large afparagus, fome of which are very thick,

and five or fix feet long : they dry them, and boil them as they want them : the pith

of the areka tree is of an excellent flavour. A very common food is cakes made of

flour of b( ans, prepared with (Irong herbs and balachan : there are diiltrent ways of

ferving them up, they are cut in pieces, or fried, or drieil by the fire and fmokcd,

with hog's lard, which is the bed way : it is laid to be wholerome : it is very cheap,

the pound of twenty ounces only colts a halli:>cnny. They a'fo m;ike a kind of wafer

or fritter, with diluted clay, fugar, and fome other Icafoniiigs : this muft be very un-

wholefonie, Init the women are very fond of it.

Small birds' nefls are in as much requefi: here as in China, which not only form

part t)f the molt exquilite fare, but are fiippofed 10 itrengthen the Itomach, and to

excite the two fexes to the propagation of their fpecies.

In the flat country where there are no woods, they ufe firaw for cooking : it is col-

lected into large heaps, and kept flieltered from the rain^ ami inundations. It is per-

haps this want of wood which obliges the jteople to eat certain food, which is difiicult

to drefs, raw.

Their general drink is the tea of the country, not th:it fine pleafant tea which is

brought from China into I'un^pe : that kind doej? not grow in 1 onquin : it is another

kind of coai'fe tea, wliich they call chiahang, whic!' n.is a i1i;np lalte, but which very

much quenches I'le thirlt : they uie alio many oilier kinds of leaves, barks, even.

wood, a piece ol wliicli may lie boiled in iliflei'ent waters for feven or eight days, and

pn-ferve its quality, this drink dries up the ilomach, being too aflringent, and too nuich

liallens digeltion : it is io fliarp that it gives the itch, if often uf d : a very connnon

dil'eafe in Tonquin, as well ring-worms. The great ut. the tea ot

fafliion than for its flavour.

From rice they extrad a liquor much efl^ ;aed thnnighout th

in Europe by the name of ai'rack ; it is either obtained by tcrmeati..^

by dillillatiou.
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The Chinefc' wine drawn fic'n rice by fermentation Is of fevcral kinds. That

called mandarin wine is very gc J, of a yellow colour : it is left to ferment a long

time in earthern • ats ; they put fcnno wholefome fimples into it, and even, as it is faid,

a lamb juft yeaned, which they reduce to a kind of liquid parte. When this wine is

drawn oft', they put it into bottles thai hold about a pint, and it may be kept for ages

without lofmg any of its quality. It f. lis very dear at Tonquin, v'h'.'rc it h brought

from China : it is \ »ry ftrong, ^^f no very pleafant tafte, and plo:li:d the '{'.mjxrs more
than it does the Chinefe. The fonquinefe only uP; it at fcafl ., and a;- % debioch.

All the things above mentioned are fold everywhere i* regui-vr nj. >-ke{s, hi.\d every

five days.

As the common people arc v ry gluttonous, they >ily thi il: of (tn'iUr.l''; tlMir

ftomachs ; they will not anfwer atiy queflioi. whi'e eating ; 'hey feem to rVar that iLi;

tii.ie it wouk! take them to fpcak, ^^ould tak< ficm theii ,>lcafur'. , and their fhare • f

the food : they ea": prodigioufly, bu: do not (.innk in prop tion, not even at their

f Nifts. and feldom go to excefs in (Ir 'Ug liquor-;. It is not fo at court, and among
ttit military -, the greateft drinker there palTes for the br.ivrft ni:'n.

Thf great and rich take three meals a-day, vithoui incl (uing a flight colhuon in

thv ; . urfe of the aftem*. m. The common people hwve r. > regular liou-s. they eat

*|.'(i'n fheJr M-ij- i-jil! alio v them, am! they have wher. Aiuiil.

In all ciimaic rhere ai"c difeafes peculiar to every coi.ntry ; as tlvve are fome to

which tilt y are 'tnnfTcr, orfoni.':* that they are fcarcely known. The apoplexy,

pleurifv, the pla^^uc, i';n,n ;*;$ is kr/own in Europe, are never experienced in 'lonquin.

Mhe ir.off coTumon C.''>;.if:?s arc fevers, dyfenteries, yellow-jaundice, and the fmall-

pox ; th,*re arc foin^ pc:uliar t:> the climate, from the excels of heat, and their food

i' !iich aci . niore on io:ne habits than on others.

.i-eprc'!y is; fo conuiron, that in many places there are pieces of land aligned where
thofe attacked by it mull rcnde ; th.-y are Ihut out from focioiy : it is even lawful to

kill thci'
,, if they enter citiis or towns. This diforder ia dreadful*, it eats away

the cxtreiuviiis of the hands and ft^n in fuch a manner, iliar after a certain time

fhtife aftlidcit with it entirely lofc their fingers and toes: ihcy yet may live long in

thit, ftate, and tranfmit the difcaft to their children, for they are obliged to allow them
to u arry : their blood becomes to hot, 10 fharp, that the want of the commerce of

Tt V would drive them mad if it wa:> not freely permitteil them.

Th;:' bad wind is another diforder unknown to us. The wind, or fudden impreffion

of a cold air, charged with local exhalations, fuddcnly congeals the blood, and
iuiianily kills niany ; others are o'lly benumbed in fome of theii limbs : niofl often

the moi:th is deformed, and turned as in a paralytic (Iroke. When the offcdt is

flight, i: may be cured by rubbing: they have fpecific rcmedicy, if they are adini-

nifiered in time.

Wr.iuen in labour are fubjedt to a revolution in the blood, which ftitles them in a

moment, or renders them infirm for life ; thofe tluis attacked generally be.jiiie

barren. Children are liabie to danj',erous obft>-udions, which Ihut up al' natural eva-

cu.itions, and kill a great many. Tiie ufual remedy ior this is a cataplafm, compofed

• Thi? liiforder ;« wi I! known in the \\'c!\ iiulia ifl,i;i(l,>!, under tlif nam" of yaws ; it is tht'ro alinoif

inli'cly contiiitij l-j ttit- nc^'roi.'s, wlm arc in gci.f-al put in a luit at a Uiltanc' 'Voni any habitation, wluic
tlity atr \rh lo nature, to rminT or pi-rifli. If a wliitc jicrfon is known t<' vi • it, fvcu it he n-covcr^,

Itf is dii^tAcxd, and iield in totitiiiipt lur cvtT, from ;> Ijjipoliliuii lliat hv .:' have made too free with
till' ir.oli v.rtulitd clafs of tin; jlacki.— Tii.
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of a t!i*UR called coakroch and roaftcd onions, applied to the navel, and which gives

fpceily relict.

Although their medical men are numerous, they cannot be faid to poflefs much
ability, and are ignorant of the conflruftion of the human frame, for they never evea
dream of anatomy. They however gather fome informrition from Chinefe books, in

whicli they learn to prepare drugs, herbs and roots. They have old books on medi-

cine, in which all the parts of the body are reprefented, which fliews that formerly

they had fome idea of anatomy : but their prefent pradice fliows, they never ftudy

thei'o figures, not even in cafes where they might be of fervice. The Chinefe dodors
are much more effeemed, and geneially make their fortunes in Tonquin, with which
they retire to their own country. Surgery is even inferior to medicine with them :

they know nothing of curing dillocaiions, or fradures, on thefe occafions they only

ufe certain herbs, of which they make cataplalms, which fometimes have wonderful

luccel's. They have another which confifts in reducing the raw bones of a fowl to

powder, of v.hich they make a parte, and apply it to the part affefted, and which palVes

tor a fovcreign remedy. They feldom bleed, and their method is not like ours : they

bleed on the forehead, with a fifli's bone, which is applied to a vein : they ftrike it

with the finger, and it enters : it is in the fame (hape as the fleam of our farriers.

'I'he chief and moft difficult operation in moft difeafes is fire : the manner they apply

it deferves notice. They ufe the leaf of a tree well dried, which they beat in a mortar,

and afterwards (lightly moiften with diluted Indian-ink ; they divide it into piects the

lize of a farthing, which they apply to different parts of the body •, they then fet fire

to them with lighted paper. Cupping is very frequent. Glyfters are never ufed : they

feldom ufe purgatives. The dolors pretend to know fpecific fnnples for each particu-

lar diforder.

The waters in Tonquin are in general unwholefome, and in the rainy and hot feafons

caufe, if not epidemic diforders, at leaft great inconveniencies ; and no where fo much
as in the mountainous and woody country. The natural inhabitants of thefe provinces

however do not feem to be fo much affefted by them as ftrangors, or ihofe from the

level country, who feldom efcape their ill qualities. The niitives are attacked by

fchirrhus, and have one leg larger than another. Thefe infinnitios may alio be attri-

buted to the quality of the air in thefe forefts, which the exhalations that it is loaded

with renders heavy. Strangers who vifit thofe dillricts, find themfclvcs feized witli

a drowfinefs they find it difficult to fliake off.

The fummcr heats almoif always bring with them epidemic difeafes which kill mul-

titudes ; whole towns are fuddenly depopulated ; though more fatal to the men than

the women. The rains, added to the heat of the air, prevent the men from their ufual

exc' 'ion:- , this inaction becomes fatal to them. ^ The women on the contrary, who are

nearly always occupied with the fame domedic labours, and coiillquently always in

action, are no. fo liable to them.

'towards the month of September the difeafes cr;il'e, tlie nir changes, and become?

more healthy, as a dry air fucceeds to humidity. VVintt r in this country is the moft

wholcfome and pleafant time ; it may be compared, 1..1 the tmell Jun-opean fpring.

Notwithltaii'-Sing the difeales incident to this country, .ind the intemperature of futn-

'T>er, there art nany more vigorous old people to be I'een and fubjett to fewer incon-

ricr.c ; >'f their age, thnn in the greateft part of Europe; but more among tho

people, than o. umg thoie of a higher rank.

;f

tiilii

'?. • f.ii

uf
VOL. \X. CHAP.

li:



7i^ HISTORY OF TONQUIN.

CHAP. VII.— Ftineral Ccremonif.! of the different Ranks :— I'uneral Preparations :
—

Picly towiuds th Dead.

THE Tonquinofe arc guided in thtir funeral ceremonies by a kind of ritual, which

they originally ilciivod from China, and which they obferve to the letter. 'Ihe prin-

ciple of their condu<^t, in thele circumfhuicis, is the maxim of Confucius, forciebraied

among them : " they fliould pay the lame refptfl to the dead, as to the li.ing," or,

•' wi fliould efteem the ablent as well as the prelent."

1 hey believe that children in the womb are only animated by the fouls of infants

that died before they a. e arrived at the age of re;Uon : but that the fouls of men
become ib i.iuny genii capable of good or t vil ; but who would be always wandering

and fubjed to all kinds of wants, if the aHiilanci; of their families did not help them

to fubfiil ; or if, according to their own difpofitions, they did not procure themfelves

all they wanted, by the miichicf they occafioned or the good they did. They do not

fay what bi.«;ome oi thefe fouls when their families ceafe to provide for them, nor for

how long they are to pay them thefe attentions.

However they obferve with the greateft nicety, the day, hour and moment that a

perfon expires ; and at the moment they think to be their hUl, they put a handkerchief

over their face, which after the lall figh they fold up, faying that the foul is attached

to it. IF the perfon dies on the fame day that their father or neareft relation was bom,
they confider it as an ill omen for their heirs and pofleiity : in this cafe the body is not

interred before the diviners and minillei;'. of their religion have been confulted, in

order to choofe a favourable day for that ceremony, to avert whatever might be evil

in the time of their death.

Several months, and even years, fometimcs occur, before they receive a favourable

anfwer, and until they do, the coffin is fliut up in a part of the houfe, fet apart

for that purpofe, or in a hut built for the occafion ; it is placed on four polls planted

to fultain it.

Thefe ceremonies, however, only exift among the great and rich, who are more
attached to life than the common people, who could not Ix; at the expence of fo long

a delay, and therefore bury the body twelve or fifteen days after death.

They make a diilindion of fex in the manner of burying the bodies. The men
are clothed in feven of their befl habits ; the women in nine ; they put pieces of gold

and filvir, and pearl-feed in their mouths, to keep them from want in a new life. 'Ihe

coffin is decked within with lilk llufls, more or lefs coltly ; the Iku! is placed in it, the

face upwards, the head placed on a kind of palle, fo as to keep it immoveable. The
reft of the coffin is entirely filled with the finelf rice, it is alterwards doled. They
ufe no nailb to put it together, but caulk it with a kind of tenacious cement, and cover

it V iih varniHi.

With iheli. precautions, the air having no adion on the corpfe, it is not furprizing

that they can keep them for feveral years in ihe houfe, without any dilagreeable fuiell

from corruption. All the time it remains there, the eldeft Ion fliould lie at the foot of

the coffin, ofler up to it lacrifices of whole asiiuials and incenfe. Ihis is an iiulif-

penfubl ' duty, fnin which no one can be exempt, without acriiiie.

\\ htn the day of interment arrives, the relations and f.'iends aircinble in mourning,

that is, ill I rob'' of coarfe white cotton linen. 'Ihc thitf mourner is girt with a cord,

the h":4'l iiirroaikl-d with a band of (Iraw, inllead )f a bonnet : they have all Hicks in

tluir luiuis, (.11 which they lean, like pev^Ie ready to fink beneath the weight of their

grief.
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grief. The womc^n and girls have their head and face covered witli a piece of linen

which conceals them iVoin iij^ht. The body of the dtxeafcd is carried by twenty or

thirty people, with gravity, flownefs, and the greatell: care, that it may not K an mr>re to

one fide than another; that it may prefervo the mod perfcd equilibruim, ;i cup full of

water is put on the bier; if not a dron is fpilt they look on it as a good omen, and the

bearers are rewarded.

The whole aU'emhly precede, or follow the body
;

ji;cnviflexi(«is, proRralioiis, cries

jind groans, arc regulated by a mailer of the ceremonies, at whole lignal every thing

is executed in the greateft order. IVIen and women are hoard at the fume time : fomc
call on the dead as huiband, fonie as father, benefactor, friend, and relation ; every

one pn»ifes him according to the title he is claimed by ; this funeral Mncert fmilhes by
the fame Ijgnal, and the procedion continues its way in lilence. From time to time they

flop, and go through the fame ceremonies. During the march the eldcll fon lies

down and lets the body pafs over him, which is cllecmed the greatell mark of filial

refpeC^.

The whole is preceded by different inftruiaents of nuific ; they carry banners

loaded with different infcriptions in praife of the deceafed ; one of the chief articles of

the proceffion is the handkerchief in which they believe they have received the foul,

which is carefully carried to the place of burial, and is afterwards brought back to the

houfe, where it is placed on a tablet, deftined for that fole ufe. Thefc tablets are one

foot and a half in height, and fix inches wide, rounded on the top, the names and fur-

names of the deceafed, whofe foul is fuppofed to be preferved there, are written

on it.

In this ceremony, thofe who are rich, prefent all kinds of animals, and even palaces

with their furniture : the whole being of gilt paper ; a certain proportion of them is

burnt from time to time. Befides thefe offerings, there are many tables loaded with

real provifions, in fuch quantity that it is requifiie to have ladders to reach them

;

thefe are given up to the people that follow the proceflion. When the body is

depofitcd in the fepulchre, the aiVembly returns to the '^ I'fe, and the ceremony

concludes with a great feait, in wl '

i. they drink in honour o."^ the deceafed, often to

intoxication.

A long time before their death, rhey arc anxioir- in choofing the ^>'av . where they will

be buried ; and this is no inconfidernble matter with them, bccaufe they confider the

choice may influence the happinefs or misfortune of their defcendants. This place is not,

as in China, fixed on mountain-. ; but every one has in his village or native place his

place of burial in the mid If of fome cultivated field ; on this they ereA a hut, round which

the ground is dug up every year, to prevent he grafs or weeds from growing. However

thefe attentions do not continue from generation to generation, becaufe in tli(> long run,

the dead would leave no fpace for the living to rcfide on, nor land to draw their fubHltence

from. The refpect paid to fepulchres, which it is forbidden to violate under pain of

death, has its bounds. Some of the great, anxious to perpetuate iheir memory, build

vaults, in which they have their bodies depofited ; fon\e eve: temples for diis pur-

pofe, and aflign revenues to nuniftcrs to attend them ; but th.lL are but very few. This

great relpecl paid to tombs i'eldom lads more than three years, that is the time prefcribed

for mourning, when they take up the boily, and the bones are placed in a fmall coffin,

which is interred elfewhi re. If it IhoulJ happen that the flefli has been preferved all that

time,they imagine th:-* the deceafed was a bad man, who has tormented the living, and has

onlypreferved himfclf in ihathelh fhte at their expence. If the llelh is entirely confumed,
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:»ml nothing romnins but the dry bones, they augur well from it, both as to the me-
mory of the Jcccafcd, and the honour of his family.

CHAP. \lll.—- Rc/igiouj Cujloms.— Scfl of Doi/t, or of Uols.— Sitl of M,igicii7n.(.—
Sii'l of the Learned.— Peculiar SupcrjUiions,— Sages or Phihfophen.

W by the term religion he nndcrflood thofe fuperiliticnis pradiccs, which are the

cbjcd of vi'neration and a'!.'( ii. .•!»' <
' the ignorant niultiiude, tiu-re is nowhere more

than in Tonquin ; bur •' 'hr ot>|' fhcnifelves arc confinually changing, and what has

been the lubjcCt of pa. .ir v. -ruiip at one time, is quite foi,,;i)tton, and even diipifed

foon, and as there is no liability in what the people call their religion, it may be laid,

Itrit^Uy fpeaking, that they have none, and that they only pafs from one fuporflition to

another, which is in favour for a time, by the intercit fome priell, magician or bonze
may take in it, provideil he (lands well with the people, and has addrefs enough to

impole on thrr.i.

Neverthrk'is the foundation of the religious laws and fupuftitions of Tonquin come
from Chttia, ;mu1 as in that empire, there are three kinds of religions or predominating

fuperlHtions ; that of liout or the idolatry of Fo ; that of Lanzo, or the magicians ; and
tilt fed oj i'ie literati, which is the fanie with that of Confucms in (Ihina.

The rc.i 'ion of the ftate, and of the people, is the worfliip of idols, the moft

ancient an.', b^-'ll known origin of which, relate* to Fo, or Thfinphat. The ('hova, or

general o/ the forces of the kingdom, in whofe perfon refides all the power of the

fceptre, piques himielf on fupporting it ; while the Dova, or him who has the title of

King or F.mperor without power, is the head of the religion ot the literati, or the

wortliip ihiy render heaven, or the lupreine being.

In each l)orough or Xa, there Ihould be a temple of idols. Their edifices are more
or Icfs confuierahle, according to the ric^ies of the country : in general they are

much m gleded, ar.J ivfoinble a kind of (hod open on all (ides, in whir* in; fome idols,

either hanging up, or placed on tal)les without any ornament. F.atii oi thefe temples

has its guardian, who enjoys the lands and rev<>nue attached to the houle of the idol he
fcrves ; every iiuiividual is obliged to give him every month a certain quantity of rice,

and a fn^ill fum of money.

'i'hc principal temples are built with more expence, fome of them have towers, and
kinds of (teeplcs : thefe being better iounded, are (uflicient to maintain diflVrent com-
niimities of bonzes, who live top;ther. and wear a habit like thu inhabiiants of the

C'.uniry, tiie colour being of a grey white. They are obliged to (have their head;;, and
to maintain their challity ; they ar forbid ' . eat any thing that has had lite, to drink

wine, or any intoxicating iquor ; they abli. iii from onions, and from all plants or roots

of a ilrong fcent ; at certain hours they repeat in common, prayers in a language they

fcarcely underi^am! : their chief cr (iqv rior flioidd be a graduated literati. They per-

fi)rm i:oneof the function ol prieithoml ; tr.cir emplovi.ient con(ills in atiinding the

pagodas, or temples oi idols, and adminrftering medicine to the people. 'J'ho greater

purt fubfiit on alms. 1 here are alfo (ocieties ot nuns, who live retired in their cloiflers,

which they never leave, except to perf< nn i. oiu'j indrument at fui.enils; they have

not iht reputation of being the chaitelt ^mcn in the country.

'Ihe charader of all thefe bonzes )at I being very humane ; fhov are neither

irt-^i' r '.lit, ri'ir perfecutors ; they have mo avc, ion to the Cl.rillian religion, and do not

approve of Lroubling of nor punching thofe wlio embrace it. Thoy pretend that Fo

and
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and T. fvi« Chr'ifl were bi hers ; the former the deleft, and the latter the youngcft,

who, lirougli ambition, ^' ng to rifeaboyo his elder brother, was by his orders nailed

to the (T'Ms ; tlr.it nr-iwitlii uuling the difgrace of his death, it is right to honour him,

but wiihoiit prejudice to the worftiip that ought to be paid to his elder brother Vo. Such
is the idea ot the divine author of the Chriftian religion.

The worlhip of all thele iilols confifts in I'acrifices, wreftling, comcdios and feafts.

On the dav of ceremony , prizes are propufed for wrcftling : thofo who enter the

h'fts llrip tiff their habits, and gird their loins with a whole piece of linen, which

they bind fo tight th.it they allord no hold to their adverfary. The two champions
employ every (Iratagom to furprize and throw fach other : they entwine their arms

and legs, tlkn clafp (he body, raifo one another from the ground, bend half over, and

him they already think vanquiflied recommences with frelh vigour ; every part of the

body labours, and ules the utmoft exertions, but they never ftrikc one another. Their

combats have more of art than violence in them, and are therefore the more intereft-

ing to a people by no means fanguinary. Mod of thefc wreftlers have no other means
of gaining a living.

To fupply the necelTary expcnces for building and repairing thcfe temples, main-

taining the miniflers and fi;uardians, and the charges of the facrifices, a capitation is

impolcd, which the peopK- are obliged to pay, under heavy penalties. To make this

burthen more fnppiiriable to the people, they are entertained with pretended niiracles,

cures performed by the power of thefe gods, and their. frequently appearing ; but they

are mi^re fe.ircd than beloved, becaufe in general they believe that they do more
niifchief than good, and that they have more evils to dread from them than favours

to expcd.

Witiiout prejudice to the worfliip of Fo, generally cftabliftied, every city or town
makes choice of a tutelar divinity or patron : there are ancient and modern ones, and

they ch.inge them whenever they think proper. They have alfo domeftic gods, after

the example of the Chiucfe territorial gods, who prefide over the boundaries of eftates j

ipirits who prefide over mountains, lire-places, doors, &c.

in regard to the feft of Lanzo, or the magicians, they have no kind of eftabliflied

worfliip ; ail who profefs it are its public minifters, as afpire to be fo. It fccins to

have no other origin, than the intcreft of thofc who exercife it, and the credulous

fuperflition of ihofe who hope to derive advantage from it, or fume particular know-

ledge. It may therefore be lels confidered as forming a part of religion, pro-

perly fo called, than as an elVuft of blind fuperllitiun.

It has nevertlielefs acquired the conlidoration of the great, and the refpcft of the

vulgar. Its chiefs are confulted on important occafions, and their anfvvers pafs for

holy infpirations.

This fed acknowletlges for its founder, one Lao-kun, a native of China, whom they

fay was eighty years in his mother's womb, and at length tore liis own way into the world.

'1 he head of this I'cct refides in C.hina : every throe Y'.';ns, he is obliged to come and

pay his homage to the reigning Emperor, who generally •idvances a few (leps to receive

him, an honour beftowed on no other grandee ji' his empire. The Chinefe fay that

th( philofopher Lao-kun, was born about fifty-two years before Confucius -, his doc-

trine is a mixture of that of Fo, and fomo abiurd fuperftitions added to it : it has for

A long time been lugleifed in China, but under the dynally of the Tangs, which lalled

from 6i8 of our era to 907, thele fuperHitions were in Inch eltecm, that the minifters

of thein were culled Tien-iVee, (ccleltial doctors).

The
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'Ihc (cCl of the literati, or Confucius, is witli rraftm colifulorcd a^ ilu- tlobloft and
molt mtional of all tliofo known in the ICai^ : it h conipolod of t!' -.oitc' ,\iid n)o(l

illunrious pirfons at the (late, the inagidrutes or ni,UKl,inTns of ilit;L'\'iii orders, and
ail the learned men. The doctrine it prelcribi's is contained in the booknof (.Confucius,

who is locked wpow iniounuin as the nuifl cnli^htemd man that over appeared, and
whofe prec -pts they make an honour ot following, as well as the rules ot condu(,t he

has laid down, aiul the c<>remunies ho eitahiilhed ; and no place ui huitotir and autho-

rity is obtained in this eountry without being veiled in his writings. This is in a tevr

words the idea they have ot his origin, pirli>n and ito<^lrine.

The Tonquinefe give hitn the name ot Ong-khoil. lie lived more than 550 year*

betorethe C.hriihan era. It does not appear that in his time the woilhip oi idols was
olhibliflicil in China, as n^ mention is made ot them in his writings. Although
morality was not then at that perledion to whieh he atlerwanls brought it, there had
been, long before him, lages, wliole maxims he e»>llecked, explained, aiiil lormed from
them a moral code, adding what (uited the circumllances ot the lime, lie ellablillied

the pradice of it, teaching it publiekly, and forming ililciples, wholeconded him in the

proj'.'d he had formed of reforming the manners, and bringing them to their primitive

puriiv. His dottrine appeared too levere in his time, and brought on him |)erlecutioiis

whicfi he endured with courage, never loling light of the relloration of morals. He
died in thefe feiitimcnls, and left to his difciples the care of perfecling the work he

had begun.

'I'he ditlercnt religious fec^s eOabliflied in Tonquin caufe no divition in families, and
have neviT excited the lead didurbance in the Hate. I'.very one in the lame fantily is of

what fecf he phaies. It is even common to find perfoiis attached to them all, and fol-

lowing their dillerent culloms. The literati themlelves, who piofels to diipife the idols,

toimtime allifl at the ceremonies of the bonzes, ami it is not muommon to fee th-

tame pcrion go to the temples of the idols, the hulls of Confucius, and have recourle

to diviners and magicians in times of ficknefs.

IJelldis thefe three principal feels, there is that of the falters, or real partifans of the

metcmpfycolis, who, though not bon/.es, eat nothing that has h.ul lite ; there are not

however many of this feci in Tonquin, the 'I'onquiiuie having an averlion to even the

appearance ot fatting, which is why there are fo tew focieties ot bon/.es among them.

They havealfo fome tages, who may be compared to thole eminent men, who once

ornaiiK'nted Greece : they profefs to be attached to virtue, and to live like true pliilo-

lophers ; they fay they love virtue tor herlelf, and without any view to their own inte-

refls, nor any rewaid, prefent or future.

Among their religious cudoms may alfo be clafTed a number of fupertlitions pre-

valent at Tonquin, more efpecially among the people. For example, they give their

children horrid names, that the evil Genii may be afraid of them, and not hurt them
;

they change thefe names when they think the children areitrong enough not to any

longer fear the evil fpirits : they let fix or feven tuhs of their hair grow of different

fi/.es in honour of their idols. At the commencement of the year they fet up fright-

ful figures at their doors, to frighten the devils and prevent their entering ; lor the fame

reafon they even cxpofo infamous ones. Always watching tor gcxul ami bad days,

they are in continual apprehenfion of making miUakts. At a general review of the

troops, they difcharge all the artillery and mulketry, to put to flight all fpirits evil-dil-

pofed to the happinefs and tranquillity of the flate. 'There are many other culloms

equally abfurd, which may be ellimated by thole jull mentioned.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.— Sckncei.— Arts and Trades.— FiJ})criet.

AM. the fcionces of Tonquin, as well as in China, arc ftiuliod in tho worki f

Confucius and his cominontators, or intorprctors : they treat of diflcront fyftfins of

morality, fonu' of mathematics, phylics and aftronomy, the knowledge of the laws,

and the hidory of the country.

Nothing can be more imperfed than their geographical and aftronnmical fciences

:

their attachment to their ancient cudoiiifi prevents any great progrefs in thofe branches.

Their hillory is confined to what has happened in their own country. The compilers

of the public aimals, who labour by the King's command, would be puniflied with

death, if tiiey introduced any fads relative to the hiftory of foreign countries. But they

are perfedly acquainted with the morals of Confucius, their own hiftory, the laws and
cuftoms of the kingdom.

Knowledge is in great eflimation in Tonqiiin ; bccaufe it is the only road to honour j

and the learned men are confidered as the only nobles of the country. They mu(l

pais through different degrees to attain the height they afpire to, the offices and
dignities ot the kingdom, which are the recompencc of literary merit.

The fird degree is that of fmgdo, wliicli anfwcrs to bafchelor ; the fecond is hung-

cong, or licentiate, the third tuncy, or dodor. The prefident of fciences is chofen

from the moft able dodors, under the name of trangrvin. Every one in his province

may be admitted to the firfl. degree ; it is even eafily obtained, even by proxy j but

there is more difficulty to procure the fecond ; every one is perfonally obliged to fatif-

fadorily comply with the required conditions : the third degree is only attainable by

intrinfic merit, and the prool is moft (Irid.

They can only be admitted as dodor, in the royal city, and in prcfence of the King,

in a general alVembly of all the candidates, which is only held once in three years. A
fmgle fault in the examination excludes the candidate ; thus though thofe who prefent

themfelves for the dodor's degree generally amount to fome thoufands, feldom more
than eight or ten are admitted. Such is the attention paid in choonng pcrfons to fill

the firft dignities of the flate, and who are confidered as its fupport.

Corruption, partiality, and the paflions, which are fuch ftrong partie "ry

concern in the kingdom, here give way to the love of order and juftice. Nni I.^ .. ,>

be wondered at, the penalty of death being pronounced againll thot'

mandarins, who fliould fuller themfelves to be corrupted by bribes, *. i

means, and more than one example proves that this fevere law is put "
t

All the fruit, for the trouble taken to attain the offices and digr'tii

is confined to the perfon who enjoys it. The honours expire with "^n

pofl'efled them. The immediate heirs of the firft perfons in the ftate have no oii\er

diftinc^ion than being exempt from taxes and public charges ; an advantage which does

not defcend to their children, who nturn to the common ordw, unlefs they raife

themfelves from it by th«jir perfoiial merit, as did their grandfathers. This cuftom

tends to preferve equality lunong all the lubjeds of the ftate, where there is no other

nobility thi'.n what diftinguiftied and perlonal qualities beftow.

Every one is not allowed to ftudy mathematics : who ever without an cxprefs licence

fhould ftudy them, would be fufpedcd of confpirinjT againft the ftate, becaufe ihey

believe that Heaven prefides over kingdoms, and dilpofes of the fate of Kings, and

that mathcraaiics is the fcicnce of the fecrets of heaven ; therefore the King choofe*

his mathematicians from among the dodors of the tirll rank.
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It is only fince they have been vifited by Europeans, that tliey have had any

idea of foreign nations, and that they have believed that other coutinents and nations

than thofo immediately bordering on the fronticrr of their kingdom exiiled. They
have no diltind notion of the diftribution of the globe into fea and land, nor of the

different parts of the world.

In mentioning the difeafes of Tonquin and the method of treating them, we have

flicwn the (tate of medicine and furgery in that kingdom : but it may be further ob-

fcrved, that every one is at liberty to foliow thofe profeffions, and form pupils, without

having undergone any examination, and without being obliged to pay any tax. Buc
fome who wifh to acquire reputation and pradice, take out a kind of diploma, by
undergoing an examination before ofiicers appointed for that purpofc. This exami-

nation chiifly confirts in knowing if the candidate can dilHnguilh the plants he employs

for the cure of difeafes, the one from the other, even when cut up, and mixed confufedly

together. They alio make them prove on themfelves tiic virtues of their boafted

remedies, doubtlefs to alcertain that there is nothing baneful in them. When a

rich man Is ill it is cuftomary to propofe a reward to whoever cures him ; doftors

and furgcons croud around him ; each in his turn gives him medicines, which are

immediately paid for : and the reward is given to him, whole medicine has been found
to have operated a confiderable alteration in the patient : they often fucceed. What
is mod furprizing is, that thefe multiplied medicines do not increafe or fix the diforder

:

they cannot be dangerous, and their compolition mull be very (imple. The dodor to

whom they attribute the cure acquires groat reputation ; and yet thofe of the fame
profeflion who have been confulted with him entertain no jealoufy.

There are a few painters in Tonquin, who are employed to decorate the temples

and diftinguiflied houfcs, but their art is ftill uncouth
;

yet feveral of them Ihew

marks of genius, wMch under able mailers might fhine with lultie. Sculpture is

confined to carving a few rude (latues of idols, moll of which are merely figures of

invention, and intended to reprcfent Genii, under frightful forms : it feems that the

greatpft perfedion lies in making them as horrible and fantallic as poflible. Engrav«

ing is unknown to them : but they poffefs the art of printing. There are few other

arts cr trades in Tonquin.

They do not know how to build fhips : they have fcarcely any idea of navigation,

b^caufe they are forbidden to leave their country ; but they excel in buildiiig all kinds

of boats ; uwH of them are decked, except thofe ufed for filhing : they have an adonifh-

ing neat light boat, which they keep in their houfes, and during the inundations it

ferves them tf) pals iiom one place to another.

In Tonquin every trade is carried on that is abfnlutely neceflfary for the wants of

life ; and they carrv on too much trade with China not to imitate them in many
thitjgs ; but they invent nothing, and have never thought of improving any one branch

of their indultry. Every trade is executed with the limpleil tools, and yet with the

greatell eafe. A carpenter or joiner contains all his intpiements in a bamboo, except

his axe, which is very narrow : there are blackfmiths, gold and lilver Iniith.s, and thry

alio work in copper; they work amazin«;ly cheap : there are potterii-s every where ; they

all know how to make gunpowder : almoll all the women can fabricate linen and

lilk ftulls. There are fome other proleliions, which will be tiieiitioned when we treat

of their internal commerce. Wliat employs the greatell pan ot the people is fulling,

a kind ot nccefi'ary trade for their daily fubfillence : their m;mner of hlhing varies much.
On the banks of tholie rivers where the tid.' Hows, they ered light open hurdles :

each boat place.>> fcvcral ; high water covers thetn, th« filn wiiich cojie "p with the

6 tide
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tide find themfelves (lopped when it ebbs. The fame thing i«4 praftifed on the fea-

fliore, with, this difference, that the palilades are ftable, fupported by large flakes,

and form angles, at the point of which are placed clofe hurdles, which ftop the nfli.

They take.fuch numbers in this manner that the fiflnermen give them away xo the

boats that may be then paflinge

They catch fi(h with fire : they light large faggots of Indian cane, which they carry

before them : the filh, frightened by the light, jump into the boar. They have another

method very oDpofite to this, which is only praftifed at night, when the Iky is clear,

and the moon mines in full luftre : for this purpofe they have long narrow boats, to

each fide of which they faften a board two feet wide, the length or the boat, covered

with a fhining white vamifli : it is placed with a gentle dope to the furface of the water,

and tuned towards the moon, the light of which encreafes the luftre of the varnifli,

and makes it appear whiter ; the fim which play on the water, jump on the fide of

the board next to them, and fall into the boar, where the fi(herman is concesled and
takes them. Some fi(h with ftilts twelve or fourteen feet high, drawing a net after

them ; if they lofe their balance, they fall into the water, and are often drowned

;

though they are excellent divers, even in the moft rapid ftreams, wnere they catch

the nih with the hand, purfuing them evsn to their fartheft haunt,s. Others truft

themfelves on the fea with a fingle plank, which fervep them for a boat ; they (land

on it with one foot, the other they ufe as an oar, and they purfue the fifli with amazing
rapid.ty. Whole towns fituated on the fea-coaft, fifh wich one and the fame net,

which is generally made of filk ; eighty or hundred people have each their portion

marked on it, they draw ii exactly as we do a fein. Each individual has the fim taken

in his part of the net, which he is obliged to keep in repair • in favourable feafon*

they take immenfe numbers this way.
They alfo fifh at fea with hooks : their boats for this purpofe are finall and light,

each furniflied with fome hundreds of hooks, which are only laid once in twenty-four

hours, and that during the night r the fined fifli are taken in this manner, and are

either falted or dried, and fold in the moll diflant provinces. <

At certain feafons, very large fifh make their appearance in the feas of Tonquin,'

which they harpoon : feveral boats furround him, and when he is ftruck, they get out

of his way to avoid his fury ; they follow him at a dillance, by the trace of his blood,

and v'hen he floats on the water they throw a cord round him and drag him to land.

They are of the cetaceous kind. 'I'he fea threw one oi. the fhore ot a monftrous

fize : the King hearing of it, fent fome mandarins to pay his homaj^e to it ; the part

of its body which was out of the water they covered with mats, aud it took a hun-

dred, each two or three feet wide : it was believed that this fifh contained the foiil of

fome genii, eminent for his birth ; for fome of the Tonquinefe are fuperftitious enough,

to falute large ferpents or fifh with the utmoft refpcft, without daring to kill or take

them. Others more fenfible do not fcruple to ufi- them, as they find them very pro-

fitable, both for fale and ufe. '^ m-ni^fi : r '^

The coafls of Tonquin are at intervals vifiief^ by fhoals of ftran^^^e fifli, which

come in clofe and thick columns, fomewhat like the herrings that vilit our Ihores

:

but no remark has hitherto been made, as to the precife time that thefe fifii of

~,:WJ-^'„3J isiu^ itana titu;q lefv <'a jJr-*iiiJfe ": fe>Ti'bJ*.i .•*
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CHAP. X,-— Interior and Exiernal Commerce :— Money :— Price of Gold andSiher.

THE Chinefe bring fimples for the ufe of medicine to Tonquin, the country not
producing fufficient, while in the vafi extent of China, every thing of that kind is found in

abundance. Befides the Chinefe being, as we have laid, eftcemed the inoft (kiiful doftors

of all this part of the Eaft, they pofiefs the entire confidence of thofe who are able to

pay them, and who have moft credit. A Tonquinefe mandarin, feeing how much
this one branch of commerce was prejudicial to his country, formed a code of practical

medicinct in which he taught how to cure all difeafes, with the herbs and drugs which
were to be found in Tonquin only. His work was approved of by the. court ; but the

cuftom of ufing Chinefe remedies prevailed, and his receipts are only ufed, when thei«

ire no means of doing otherwife. iti;. v^o

fiefides drugs, the Chmefe bring tea, that of the country being acrid, coarfe, and un-
worthy of the name : porcelain, which only confills in a kind of cups and faucers : filk

fluffs \ for though filk is more common in Tonquin than in China, they do not fabricate

fuch rich and beautiful filks : different kinds of linens : fugar in powder, and candid :

wheat and barley flour ; if they bring it in grain, they take care to dry it, fo as to kill

the germ, and prevent its being fown ; for it would grow very well in the elevated

parts of Tonquin, if they knew how to cultivate it : iron and copper kitchen utenfils :

iron, that of Tonquin being brittle, becaufe it is badly made, and very little fit

for fine works : fpices, fuch as pepper, cloves, nutmegs, cinnamon, and different

dried preferves : hemp and flax ; thefe articles being fo fcarce in Tonquin, that they

are obliged to make their nets of filk : wax and cotton : glafs ware, iron ware, fmall

looking glaffes, telefcopes, white glafs bottles, glafs or pafte beads ; for the Chinefe
imitate glafs with a pafle that has all the appearance of it.

The Chinefe alfo pradife feveral arts and trades at Tonquin, in which they will not
inftrud the natives, that they may not be able to do without them. It is they that

explore and work the mines, as well as melt the gold, filver, and copper they obtain

from them : they print the fined books, and engrave the plates. Cunning and avari-

cious, they employ every artifice to keep up their credit in Tonquin : they colleague

together, and all at once ftop bringing any merchandize that may be in demand, and
only bring a fupply when they are fure they may increafe the price, according to the

demand for it.

The Chinefe in Tonquin retain their national drefs, and all their cuftoms : they arrive

by fea and land, but moft are from the provinces of Fokien and Canton : fome alfo

come from the ifland of Haynam and Batavia. Thefe, befides the general merchan-
dife above-mentioned, bring great quantities of tanned ox hides, or buffalo hides,

which are in great demand, leather being very fcaixe, as they eat almoft all animak
with their Ikin, and what they do make being of very bad quality : woollen (luffs

and cloths, whicli are in much efteem : painted linens of India : broad linen and
cotton cloths. All the merchandiles of Europe are in great demand ; cutK ry, clocks,

foaps, ointments, engravings or prints, fell immediately. In trading with tliis country,

things of general ufe, low price, and eafy tUe, are preferable to valuable goods,

which would fall to the fhare of the mandarins, or wives or officers of the King,

by whom they would find it difficult to get paid, even aftci they had fet their owji

price on them. i/i

As foon as a vcfff 1 arrives off the mouth of the river, intelligence is fent to court,

from whence a detaclmum of troops is kni to watch it, but as it is lome time before

this
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this detachin<>rit arrives, they profit by the interval to land goods, and to conceal from
the foldiers fome of the nioft valuable.

The Chinefe vcflels are allowed to go up as far as the camp of the governors of
provinces, or to the j:hief cities and towns ; the greater part even afcend to the capital

of the province of the South, one of the largeft and beft peopled cities in the kingdom.
The Englifh veflels have no longer that advantage ; they are obliged to remain five

or fix leagues from the mouth ol the river in the open fea. From their fettlement at

Tonquin till 1730, or thereabouts, they as well as the Chinefe afcended as high as

the capital of ths province of the South ; but an Englifh captain having fmuggled fome
copper, the King gave orders to feize his fliip. I'he captain being informed of it,

weighed anchor immediately to drop down the river : armed gallies were fent to attack

him ; the river was barricadoed by a nniltitude of boats full of foldiers ; even ftakes

were driven with a view of flopping of him, but his men foon cut them down, a few
cannon fhot deftroyed fome of their galleys, and killed feveral on board others, fo that

they could only follow him at a diflance, as far as the fea, where he more boldly infulted

them, and then fet fail. .-i ;: ur

This contempt of the King's ordei-s caufed an interruption of the Englifh trade

for ten or twelve years, and it was not refumed till about 1742, by their fubmitting to

the laws ofthe country, which forbid ftrangers from felling or landing goods, before

they have obtained pcrmiflion, and paid certain fees.

ITiey have no other money than what is of copper of a round form, without any
impreflion, but merely four charafters which mention the name of the King. This
money has a fquare hole in the center, for the convenience of flringing them together.

They are divided by fixty, which make a mafs ; ten malTes n. ike a quan, or about

the value of half a crown of our money. A quan weighs four or five pounds ; it may
therefore be judged how troublefome a large fum mull be. This money is badly

llruck ; and lofes its value when the charafter becomes defaced : which caufes a real

and inevitable lofs to the merchants : nor has it any fixed value ; it encreafes or dimi*

nifhes, at the pleafure of the court. They receive it alfo from China, which paffes as

current as that coined in the country.

From this it may be feen, that gold and filver are not ufed as money in Tonquin j

but it enters into their trade, and metals are fold or exchanged by weight; they are

only ufed in large purchales, or as prefonts to the King or mandarins. The few pieces

of coined gold or filver which circulate in trade, are brought from Japan, by the

Chinefe, Dutch, and Englifh. Not that Tonquin does not pofTefs mines of gold,

the rivers of the country bring it down with ihcir fand. Some are employed in finding

it in a kind of ditches, into which they purpofcly turn the courfe of the water, and

find gold at the depth of five or fix feet in the fands. They find flill more in the clefts

of the rocks, and the flreams of fprings which iffue from then?, which indicates mines

not yet dilcovertd : there are evei' dillridls where gold fhould be very plentiful, finc'e

fhr-v there breed ducks, merely for the profit of the gold they extraft from their

».?:', icments. There arc, befides, mines that are open, but which are only worked

by the Chinefe ; and as no one in '1 onquin is acquainted with their procefs, they

only account fur what they think propfr ; nevcrthelefs the natives of^ the country

mines of cpper, iron, and lead, but they are notthfuifelves dig and work

iiifli<.iently acquainted with

r.tAj^ be mixed with them.

ihe iiiefallurgy

iire melted

to feparato the precious metals that

'I'lie gold and filver v/hich come from their mines,

nfo fmall inrots or b;ir?, each weighing ten ounces, eq\ial to twelve
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The ounce of filver is eftimated in the counfry at the value of four and two-pence-,

thus the bar is worth two pound one and eight pence. Gold is worth from one

pound to one pound five per ounce, ihis gold, as well as the fiiver, is of high re-

pute, at leafl in the market, wiiere it incicaleis or dimiuiihes in pi^ce according to tlii^

demand for it.

As they make confiderable prefents of thefe ba.v. io the King and 'iMmdarins, who
know nothing of the intrinfic value of metals, and only judge of the prefent by its

bulk, and the price by its appearance, there are goidl'miths wtio make bar^ for that

purpofe, fo as to contain one-third cf alloy ; for which reafon the merchanu prefer

giving gold ir filver bars in barter, than copper money, iu the value of which they

cannot impofe. It is, befides, more convenient for ttiem to carry a bar erf gold of

ten ounces, than the fame value in copper coin, which would w*igh fifteen hundred

pounds.

They feldom ufe weights and mt-ifures in T.ont]uin in buying and felling ; or if

they do, they are far from exaft, being jull as the parties a^ee. They generaliy fell

by hand, und valuation. I.inen and ftulfs are fold by tUe cubit, which is very arbi-

trary ; filk and cotton have a weight peculiar to themlelves and this country only
;

gold and filver alone, which is fold in bars, has a i\xed and equal value throughout

the kingdom.
Strangers receive in Tonquin raw or wrought filk, fuch as gauzes, grograms, or

ftrong ftufFs : linen made from the bark ol trees, which are handfome and fine j

different work in mother of pearl ; works in ra*:an ; all kinds of fmail furniture and
works in varnifh ; ebony, ivory, tortoife-fliell, cinnamon, copper, cotton, and feveral

other articles more or lefs valuable. The Chinefe take a great many faltcd ducks'

eggs, which they preferve with a pafte compofed of pounded brick and fait, with

which they cover them. They only cat the yellow. The exportation of rice is pro-

hibited. Notwithftanding prohibitions, trade is carried on pretty freely in Tonquin
;

the King oniy referring to himfelf the fale of cinnamon and copper.

The articles of interior commerce are ; the nuts or fruit of the areka, green or dry,

which are the chief ingredients in betel, the ufe of which is as common in IiKlia, as

tobacco in Europe, but may be ce.ifidered more wholefome to thofe who chew it

;

the fruits of the country of all kinds ; cotton in pods, or fpun cotton ; linen and
that made from bark.

The temperature of the air admits of their rearing filk-worms all the.year ; thofe

who chiedy depend Sti the profit derived frjm them, folio v that method ; however
the real feafon to rear them is during fix inonths, as long ai the mulberry-tree throws

out new and tender leaves, for tlie quality of the filk er.Mrely depends on the feeding

the worms. The mulberry-trees in this counfry are not hi^h, like thofe cultivatt-d in

the fouthern provinces of France, and in a great part of Italy ; they are only fmall

fttrubs, which every year are cut down to the ground during winter, and the plants

of which mull be renewed from time to time, if they would obtain fine filk ; lor it is

known bv experience, that tlie old plants, as well as the large trees, give but indif-

fcreat filL. The filk being uled for ahnoft every thing, even among the people, is

lonfidered a nrceflary, and every one rearb mulberry plants and filk worms at

leaft for their own ufe. They keep the wo»ms extremely clean : they put them on
clofe hurdles, on which they feed them feveral times day and nigli'.. 'I'hey come into

.•xiftence, grww, and fpin their filk in the fpace of a month : when they nre at matu
rity, ihcy are cxpofed to the fun, or to the heat of a fire : they attach themlelves to

i piece oi ftraw, iii which they Ipin their filk ; they a'-c kept in dole cabinets, or

I - fheltcn il
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(fieliered by filk gauze or very fine linen from the mulkitos, flies and ants ; they
mull be equally protefted from 'the fowls, rats and frogs, which are very fond of
them.

Cinnamon would be a very advanmgeous article of commerce to a more enter-

prizing nation : the forefts abound with it : it is only cultivated in the King's gardens,

and thoie of the temples : individuals are forbid to grow it, the King monopolizing
the trade of it. The tree principally grows in the mountains on the frontiers of-

China ; it much refembles the willow of Europe : they only take the firft and fecond
bark, the third is necf-'flfary to the prefervation of the tree. This tree delights in dry
and airy fituations ; wet, and plants that cling to them, kil! the young plants : they
might be obtained more tafily from this country lor traufpianting than from the ifland

of Ceylon.

Varniih. The tree which produces it does not rife above twelve or fifteeafeet, i;s.

bark is whitifh, its leaves refemblo thofe of the wild cherry : it does not grow very
thick, the largefl: and oldefl feldoin exceed eighteen or twenty inches in circumference.;

This vegetable fyrup pretty much refembles turpentine, and is of a reddifli colour.-

That from the young trees is the beft : when they attain the a^e of twelve or fifteen

years, and have acquired their full growth, ihe bark and leaves become of an afh co-

lour, and their juice is coarfe ; they are then cut down and replaced by others. Ax
all ages, they take care to ftop the diftillation in fpring and autumn, becaufe the varnifli.

is then mixed with water, and cannot be ufed.

The proprietors of trees feldom give themfelves the trouble to coUeft the varnifti ;•

they fell the produce to merchants ; the price is generally about three halfpence per

tree. Thefe merchants hire people to collett it ; one man is fufficient to manage fifty

trees, becaufe they are planted very clofe together. A merchant is fatisfied when a

thoi'fand frees j^roduce a pound of varnifh in one night, which on the fpot fells for

about half a crown j the price encreafes in proportion to the diftance it is brought

from.

Sugar would be a confulerable branch of commerce in Tonquin, if the inhabitants

knew how to prepare it, and efpecally to refine it. The cane grows naturally with

them, 'd as they have an immenfity of rich moid land, it would be very eafy for

them to cultivate it, and fell a vaft quantity of fugar to foreigners : but they content

themfelves with bruifing the canes, (tripped of their leaves and outer bark, under d

mill, turned by an ox, boiling the juice twice, and obtaining from it a kind of thick

fyrup which they call honey of fugar, and for which they have £i quick fale in the in-

terior of the country, where it is ufed in all forts of preferves, fruits, he.

Bamboo, or Indian cane, is of fo much ufe, and fo neceffary in Tonquiit, that though

it grows almoft every where naturally it becomes a confiderable obiedi of trade in this

country. It fumilhes many of the comforts of life ; befides the kind of food it con-

tains, they obtain from it the fubltance of paper ; houfes are built of and covered

with it. Whole bamboos ferve for pillows ; when fplit, it is cut into lathes, which are

ufed for boards and coverings ; when the wood is full grown it is capable even when
fplit, of fupporting the greateJl burthens. Many houlehold utenfils are made of it,

and alfo boats ; divid"d into fine Ihreds, it can be worked into handfome balkets and

boxes of different fizes, of the nrateft work.

The confumption of paper bein,, confiderable in Tonquin, it conditutes one of the

«chief articles of the trade of the juntry. They not only ufe it at funerals, they alfo

decorate their houles, and cover the walls, and ornament the cielings with it, and re-

new it every year. Literature takes a great deal, becaufe it can only be written on

one

I,
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otte fiJo. It is made from many trees and jilants of the country, but chi'cny from
the bamboo and cotton, next to which are the mulbcn-y tree and elm.

Though the ronqi.incfe confume a vaft quantity of fair, tlie water of the fca which
\ra(hes their ftiores, is not f*It enough to allow the fait to cry ftallize by the mere heat
of the fun ; the many very large rivers that empty themfelves into ir, within a very
confined fpace, prevents that effeft. But as fait is one of tlie firlt neceflaries, many
people are employed in making a fufficient quantity for the confumption of the king-

dom, and though it cofts much care and trouble, it is very cheap. There are whole
townihips employed in this work, and which follow no other.

It may be feen from what has been faid, that a coimtry fo rich in itfelf ns Tonqniit
might fupply a confiderable tfade with Europe. It borders on the r.cheA provinces

of China ; and it might be poflible by that means to obtain a part of the orodudlions

of that vaft empire, the depot of which might be in the chief commercial cities of
Tonquin ; and in return the produdions of Europe might obtain a wider market

:

but to efFeft that the government muft allow more freedom to commerce, and that

the eictortions of the mandarins (hould not be authorifed, that free eftablilhments be
allowed foreigners who might require to reiide in the interior of the country to carry
in their connexions, which would be as much advantage to the court, as to the people

in general. But the adminiftration has not yet opened its eyes to thefe fourccs of
public profperity : they keep in a ftilfe dread of revolutions, and invafions from foreign

forces, that they fear the preten'.e of commerce might favour. 1 ha: is what prevents
•»11 commutikations with foreigr. :rs, and that they will fc-rcely allow them to remain

iy time on their frontiers, or in their fea-ports ; the Chiuefe only, as we have (hewn,
a^e received in great numbers.

CHAP. XI. — Government of Tonquin :—Revolutiom :—Divtjton of the Power bet'wecn
two Sovereigns,

THOUGH Tonquin was formerly part of the empire of China, and there are llill

remains of cities and towns obfervable that the fovereigns had built
; yet the Ton-

quinefe have always been confideretl as quite a diftinft people from the Chinefe, who,
even in the remotcft times, called them barbarians : in fad, they very much refemble

the Eaft Indians, by the form of thcii features, their food, and manner of droffing :

by the cuftom of ftaining their teeth black, and going barefooted ; they have alio a

remarkable conformity with the other Indians in the right great toe, which ftick out
far from the other toes.

It muft not be expcded to find any thing certain in regard to the ancient hiftory

of Tonquin, and the manner in which it was governed before it became a province of
China: it is probable the natives of the country were then unacquainted with writing,

for m this ^?fpea we find no inftruftive record : what modem hiftorians have find of
it, fhould only be confidered as fables, founded on popular tradition, too abfurd to be
believed.

However this country has for many ages ufed the Chinefe charaftcr in writing, and
adoprid part of the laws and cuftoms of that empire, which are ftill obfervetl ; which

nnfT

cv of

at leaft proves that there has been a clofe connexion between thele two neighbo i

people ; though it is not known whether the etfeft of voluntary intercourfe n
ronquefl. If the Chinefe chronicles are believed, the boundaries of that vaft empire
once extcndetl to the kingdom of Siam : in this iuppofition i'onquin certainly formed
part of it : its lituaiion cxpoled ii to the firft efforts of the comjUiTors, and it muft,

in
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in that time, have been incorporated with the reft of the empire. But it was not for
long. Scarce had the Chinefe armies retired, than the Tartars defccnded from the
mountains, and rendered themfelves mafters of Tonquin. They were comm;inded
by R chief named Ding, who, affifted by fome vagabonds, took the title of King,
and arrogated its prerogatives. But his government was fo infupportable, that tbc
natives rofe againft him, and came to open revolt, in which he was maffacred.

In all probaoility this revolution was fermented by the Chinefe, and followed by
civil wars between the different parties which arofe in the kingdom, and exhauftcd the
nation to fuch a degree, that they refolved to choofe a chief who fupported and reftored

it. The fovereign power was conferred on a lord named Ledayhang, with the title of
King.

It was under bis reign that the Chinefe entered Tonquin in force : he vigouroufly
oppofed their cnterprize, and died fighting. His fucceflor, worthy of him, vanquiihed
the Chinefe in fix or fevcn pitched battles, and re-eftabliihed peace and plenty in his

dominion : it was he who in the courfe of a bng and quiet reign, buik that vaft and
magnificent marble palace, the ruins of which now only remain.

His pofterity reigned quietly for five or fix generations, and became extinfl; in the
perfon of a daughter o*" the laft prince of the blood, heirefs to the kingdom. She
married a powerful lord of the family of Tran, who was vanquifhed by another lord

of the family of Ho. The conqueror, after putting to death the princefs and the

King her hufband, feized the fccptre and mounted the throne. He did not long

enjoy his fuccefs ; his outrages irritated his new fubje^te, who called in the Chinefe

to their afliftance ; they vanquiflied the tyrant, and killed him in battle. The fruit of

this vi£lory to the Tonquinefe was the lofs of their liberty : the Chinefe finding them-
felves the ftrongeft, once more took pof&ilion of a country, of which they had before

been mafters.

The form of goremment was changed ; Tonquin was no longer ruled by a Prince

of its own nation, but by viceroys lent by the Emperor of China, who eftabliflied the

Chinefe laws, cuftoms and fciences. Thefe eftablifhments which fecmed intended ta

intirely occupy the people, by fubjefting them to an uniform life, were followed by &
long ftate of tranquillity, which gave them time to aflume a confiftence which they

may be faid to prefervc at this day ; fince the people of Tonquin make it a kind of

boaft to obferve in every thing the cuftoms and laws of China ; but they did not

obliterate the remembrance of their former liberty, and the defire of regaining it.

Some viceroys abufed their power, and pradlifed fuch vexadons that the whole

nation threw off the yoke ; they took up arms under a general as prudent as

brave, named I.i. The Chinefe were cut to pieces > and the viceroy perifhed in the

%£Uon.

Fortune continuing favourable to the Tonquinefe, they drove the Chinde beyond

their fronders, and even feized a great part of the province of Canton j but their

general perceiving that their very luccefs exhaufted them, made offers of peace, which

the civii wars then raging in Chhia, obliged the Emperor to acc'pt. Ho withdrew

his troops en conditions, which for five or fix hundred years have beai faithfully

©bfcrved.

They obliged them every three years to fend an extraordinary embaffy to China,

with prefenis in form of tribute. Thefe prefeius coniiifd, as exprelsly mentioned

in the treaty, of a certain number of fmail goli ftatues, reprefenting criminals de-

Bianding pardon, and by that the Tonquinele *.kuowledged themfelves as fuch, in

legard to the Chinefe, for having maflkcred a viceroy oi thai nation. This cuftom

no
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no longer exifts ; inftead of ftatues the anibaflador prefents a certain quantity of gol4

books. The Kings of Tonquin alfo receive their feal from the Emperor of China, as

a mark of dependence, and a confirmation of their coming to the throne : a cullom

which does not prevent the Kings of Tonq'iin from being abfolute mailers in their

own dates.

Their ambafladors are received in China with as much pcmp as magnificence, lefs

throH'^h attention or attachment to the Kings of Tonquin, than to give a high idea of

the'r power, by exalting the grandeur of their vaffals. When the Emperor of China

fends an ambaindor to Tonquin, this ambaCador fupports the pride of his nation, by

the pomp and number of his retinue, and the ftate he maintains, even with the King,

neither treating with him nor»his minifters, except in the houfe in which he has been

received at Kacho, and paying no vifit. It is at this price that peace has been prc^

ferved between the two Itates, fmcc the great revolution which drove the Chinefe out

of Tonquin.

The General Li was the principal chief and inftrument, and the Tonquinefe were

fully fenfible of his important fervices : they acknowledged him as King, and his

defcendants fucceeded him without interruption for more than two centuries. In the

rnidft: of this profperity, when the family of Li thought itfelf firmly elUbliflied on the

throne, and reckoned on the entire atfeftion of the people, an adventurer named
Mack, an artful and ambitious man, bom in the village of Bat(ha, fituated at the

mouth of the river, after, in his youth, having followed the profoflion of a tilherman,

and rifing by degrees to the dignity of grand mandarin, now faw only the throne that

could gratify his ambition, and he cffefltively got poflellion of it, lefs by force than by
addrefs. The Princes of the dynady of Li, living in effeminacy and inadlion, paid

no attention to his bold proceedings till it was impoflible to flop their progrefs. The
ufurper, foon after feizing the fccptrc, made hade to fortify Batfha, and other places,

which enabled him to rcfiit his powerful enemies, the more formidable, as the greater

part of the nation with grief faw him fill the throne of their ancient Kings. The
moft formidable of thefe enemies was Hoaving, governor or grand mandarin of the

province of Tenchoa : he had married his daughter to an adventurer named Tring,

of an extraordinary ftrength and courage, who for fome time had been chief of a

'band of robbers, a fituation that has nothing didionourable in it in the Ead Indies,

fmce it is net punifhed by death, but on the contrary often leads to a brilliant fortune.

Hoaving gave the command of his troops to his fon-in-law, and before he died, named
him tutor to his only fon, then about fourteen or fifteen years of age.

Tring, mailer of all his brother's forces, and fecondcd by the greatcft part of the

nation, made open war on the ufurper Mack, and vanquiHied him. After his defeat,

he retired to the country of Kaobang, a frontier of China, where he fet up a kind of

independent fovereignty, which he left to his pofterity. They have enjoyed it nearly

two hundred years, under the condition of an annual tribute to lonquin. The
iaft Prince of this race was ftripped of his dates by the King of Tonquin, about

one hundred and fifty years ago : it is not known if he left any inheritors of ins

rights.

The fuccefs of Tring did not fo far blind him as to lead him to openly ufurp the

royal power. After making himfelf mader of the capital of the kingdom, and de-

niolidiing the fortifications erecleti by his enemy, he caufed it to be publilhed, that the

heir o( the houle of Ho-li might appear ; that he had only taken up arms to repbce
l\im on the throne of his ancedors : on this alTurance, a young Prince of this family

appeared, who had been wandering difguifed ia the forefls. lie immediately acknow-
ledged
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Icdged hi'm for his fovcrcign ; but rcfervcd to himfolf and his defcendants the dignity

of general of all the forces of ihc kingdom, under the title of chova.

'i he young Iloavhig Impatiently endured that all his father's power had been em*
ployed only to ellablifli the fortune of his brother-in-law, and to call a Prince to the

throne, whofe rights he confidered as annihilated by the revolution in which the Prince

his father had fallen : he refufcd to pay homage to the new King, or to acknowledge
Tring as gen'"^l of the crown : civil war was lighted up in every part of the king-

dom : the j;v .'vle were overwhelmed with the greateft misfortunes, efpecially in the

province of Tc t loa, where lloaving" had cflablifhed the center of his operations. But
finii iig, at length, that he was too weak much longer to refill Tring, he retired into

Cochin-china, which was then a province of Tonquin, where he caufcd himfelf to be

proclaimed by his troops general of the kingdom, with the fame rights as his brother-

in-law Tring, with whom he made war as long as he lived. The dcTcendants of Tring
and Hoaving, inherited the hatred as well as the titles and prttcnfions of the two
brothers-in-law, and ever fince then, '

' . near two hundred and fifty years, there have been

tv/o lieutenant-generals of the kingdom, one rcfitjlng at Kacho, and the other in Cochin-

china. Both acknowledged the fupreme authority of the King of Tonquin, but did

not ccafe to treat each o^^^er enemies, never ccafing the war, till the general efta-

bl'" ed in Cochin-china, finding himfelf flrong enough not to fear any thing from the

Tonquinefe general, who was bf des occupied in another war, alTunied the title of

King, and declared himfelf indepcndant of Tonquin. In this revolution, the new
kingdom of Cochin-china became much extended, fevcral petty fovereigns became
tributary to it, which placed it in a flate to have nothing to fear from the King of

Tonquin, nor the grand general, although his declared enemies. This kingdom equally

freed itfelf from all dependence on China, and has no Ihare in the fokmn embafly

that the Tonquinefe fend there every three years.

It is faid that at the time of th'fe different revolutions, and notwithflanding the

pretenfions and enterprizes of ;!;, two generals, the weftern part of Tonquin was
governed by a fovcreign, whofe iway extended nearly to the gate of the royal city.

'fhis country was then very populous, but its lad: Prince having married his own
fifter, was accufed before the King of Tonquin, who only wanting a pretence to deftroy

this power, declared war againft nim. Not being able to fubdue him by open force,

he pretended to accept fome pre '-^als that were offered him by that Prince, and had

him aflaflinated in an interview, . , "pointed to treat of peace. His Itates ruined by
a long war, which had continued h r '.rty or fixty years, were re-united to Tonquin.

It is thought that the Princes whr reigned in this country were of the fiimily of Ho-!i,

and that they ftill have a confiderable party, who only wait a fit opportunity to fliake

t'ff the yoke, and regain their rights, ufurped by force. It is faid they hold fecr'"!:

meetings, and are forming magazines of arms in the forclls, which may proba> /

in the end occafion fome revoluti'^n, and entirely clumge the prefeiit form of govern-

ment.

There is but one King In 1 onq'un, known by the name of dova : he has the title

as well as the diftinguifhing ornament? : in his name all the laws are promulgated, he

IS fuppofed to order every thing ; but in reality, he has nothing to do with the gt •-

vcmment. This cultom is founded on the eonduft that Iring, the firlt general of

the Uate, invariably purfued towai'-s the King he re-eftablilhcd on the throne: he

only appeared as the firfl: fubjef^, and confidential nuniiler of the monarch, but

beneath this veil of refpcft and devouon, he attached all the prerogatives of fovereign

VOL. IX. S '^ power
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power to his place, by tlic King himfelf, who made them hereditary in his fam'*»»

which flill enjoys them.

This itnaj^t; of royal majefty, lives (hut up in his pahice, only havinpf a it.iall

dpta.hmcnt of troops 1
" ''•»• his command, which ferve him as fpies. Cuilom only

allows him to appear .
>, il two or three tinius in the year, for fonio ceremonies,

Icfs appertaining to til ftate thun to religion, and which are ''** remains of Chinefi?

inftitutions, facfi as bielling the earth, which the Prince >t'. lanly performs, after

faftmgs, and gonerni prayers, during which he tills the earth, like the Kinperor

of Chim, to honour agriculture. This is what they call the facrifice of heaven, or

the canja.

Tlie remains of the ancient power of the dova, have always given umbrage to the

general : he has Ibmelimes tried to perform the canja ; but the mandarins, and evea
the troops who are folely under his orders, refufed to put on the habits of ceremony,

which th:'y alTume on this occafion, and iin>ting all claifes ready to rife againft him,
he had the confufion of being obliged to let the facrifice recommence by the dova, to

the great fatisfadion of the nation.

Another folcinn ceremony, called the theckyda, takes place e\ Ty year, with the

greafcfl pomp, and fliould be performed by the King, at the head of all the tr jops.

Its intention is to purge the (bites of Tonqum of all evil (pints. The generals have
better fucceeded in arrogating to themfelves the right of performing this ceremony.

As the troops perform the pnncipal fundlions, and the nation conceives itfclf lefs inte-

refted in, and as it is a kind of military expedition againfl aenal fpirits, the generals

have infcnfibly retained it. Th *y have been fearful that the King might ad artfully, and
obtain a party among the troops, and might one day take occaftoii of this ceremony
to get rid of the general, and re-unite his power to the fceptre he is fuppofed to bear.

Commiflions (hould alfo be fealed with the King's feal, without which they would

not be edeemcd valid. It is to him only that the Emperor of China allows the title

of K'ng, in no va, acknowledging the authority of the general : he alfo twice every

month, on the i.nt .:id fifteenth day of the moon, receives the vifits of fome manda-
rins, and a FV: i- ' t. the blood, that the general fends to pay their court ; they appear

before him '".\ blue lobes, with bonnets of cotton, fabricated in the manufactures of

the country.

With the exception of thefe ceremonies, the King or Emperor of Tonquin, for that

is the title given him by Europeans, to didinguifh him from the chova, to whom th<.'y

give that of Kino;, is abfolutely unknown to his people : he lives in total feclufion,

impenetrable to the eyes of the nation.

The dova has his feparate quarter, within the cncloAire of the chova's palace, which

occupies a part of the royal city. If he happens to go out, the people are not per-

mitted even to look at him. Notice is given the day before, to all the inhabitants of

the city and country, to keep from the way the Prince is to go : the women mull

remain in the interior of their hoafes : they muft not (hew themfelves under pain of

death : and thisfevere fentence is executed on the fpot, if any one (hould dilbbey the

order, even through ignorance. Thus the King is invifible to all but his troops,

and the officers who furround him.

There is no eftablifhed order in the fuccefTion to the throne. The dova, or em-
peror hinifi If, iti often ignorant which of his fons will fucceed him, though he (liould

name him, and even though he (hould have but one fon, he would not be certain of

caving him the crown and title of King ; bec^ufe the chova or geacrai alone dilpoles
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of It, and being obliged to give it a Prince of the imperial blood, he > lufcs him he
fuppoffs he can inoft rely upnn. '1 he eldofl fon of he King has never m exclufive

right to the throne : in Tonqiiin, as in China, it has always been the cullom to chufe

the mo(l worthy among the Princes of the blood royal: likcwife lii- eledion, or
aflumption of the throne muft be ronfirmed by the foven ign tribunal with )iu this

precaution, the Prince eleft would not be fure of his fituafion, efpociall/ in a nation

obftinately attached to its cuftoms.

Hi wever confined the powr of the Ki' of Tonquin may be, his education is never

negli fted. He is exaftly inftruded inal. the laws of hm countrv, and the rifes obft-rvcd in

it. HiS vouth is paffed with mailers, who nake him go througn all the ext i cifcs of learn-

ing and rtligion ; bn' from that time he is immerfed in effeminacy and idienefs ; his

ftudies finilhed, he jjairs th' eft of his life in uninterrupted pleaCures. He '•-.

amufed with concerts, fl»cw»

to keen him i' dl'iipation 5 hi

and the etiquetti is, to pi,i;

The dignity of general of .

family of Tring. The gene

ago, was the ieventh defcendani

of which the Tonquinefe feein to hav

tu

'•'^, he has women allowed him at an early .V.;*

-ved feven different times, both day and • ^',,

andred and twenty different diftios.

^ of the kingdom is I come hereditary in the

imandcd, or rather reigned, about thirty years

ring. This form of government, the model
taken from Japan, is fo well tflablilhed, and

has hitherto appeared to be fo well rcliihed by the nation, that all the royal prcroga*

lives belong to the chova, or general.

It is the general who makes war or peace, who confirms or abrogates tho laws,

who pardons or condemns criminals, who creates or depofes civil and military

officers, who impofes taxes, and who colleds all the revenues of the crown, and dif-

pofes of them at pleafure.

The cldeft fon of the chova almoft always fucceeds him. However ambition fometimes

creates violent diffentions among the brothei-s, and has caufcd dreadful civil wars,

which has given rife to the proverb, that the death of a thoufand dovas is not fo

dangerous to Tonquin as that of one chova. Therefore the brothers and uncles of

the reigning chova are at his difpofal, and he generally keeps them in the utmoft

fubjedion. He even often puts them to deatii on the flighteft fufpicion. The firfl

delcendants of Tring adod with more gencrofity and confidence ; they fliared the

cares of public utFairs with their brothers and uncles ; they beftowed the moft honour-

able titles on ihein, and entrullcd them with the moft important employments. But

fmce the end of the I'^ft century, and during the reign of a chova well verfed in all

the arts of oriental policy, diftrultful, fufpicious, and of an ill ftate of health,

which ftill encreafed his fears, the cuftom of keeping all thofe at a diftance from

public affairs, all thofe who by their birth might pretend to fovereign power, has

prevailed.

Only the prefumptive heir of the general, who is called chura, or young general,

has any (hafe in governing, and is often affociatcd with his father. This prefumptive

heir to the iirit dignity in Tonquin, has a diftind court from his father, and almoft

as brilliant, with his mandarins ai\d officers with the fume titles, but who every where

rive way to thofe of the reigning chova ; at his deatii, thofe of the chura take their

place, except lome old miniltcrs, whofe wifdom and experience' retain them in the em-

ployments.

'i'he prefent race oF chova is fubjed to fits of madnefs, which at intervals deprive

theni of the ufe of the fenfcs : this malady feems to have been hereditary in this

family, fiuce the time of him who came to the dignity of chova in 1682, and whofe
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father himfelf had b«en attaqked with fits of melancholy, v^hiclr rendered even his

nearefl relations hateful to him. In one of the fits of madnefs, he put to death the

Prince chekening, his fecond brother, whofe valour, judice; and liberality had
rendered him the Idol of the nation, who had given him the furname of the Lightning

of Tonquin, after a glorious war, which he had conduded againft Cochin-China,

and which he had terminated by an advantageous peace. The gratitude and attach-

ment of the nation only encreafed the jealoufy and hatred of the chova j he recalled

his brother to the capital. This hero, who might have defied him at the head of a

vldorious^irmy, did not hefitate to obey his orders, although he forefaw the fate that

awaited him. He was thrown into a dark dungeon, where he languifhed for a long

time, till the regret the nation fhewed at being deprived of the fupport and example,

of fo great a man, awakened the envenomed rage of the chova, who caufed him to

be poifoned : on receiving the poifon, which was to deprive him of life, he turned

towards the palace, he teftified his refignatlon by all the marks of refped pradifed

m Tonquin, and fwallowed the fatal liquor : he expired a few hours afterwards, with

all the appearance of the utmoft tranquillity of foul.

The chova's court is always pompous and brilliant ; every thing Is in the utmod
order : iiis numerous guard occupies the courts of the palace ; a number of eunuchs,

fpread through the apartments, receive the petitions of the mandarins, and bring them
the Prince's orders : the petitions of the chiefs are prefented kneeling. The fight of

thjs Prince's court is the moft ftrikuig pifture or oriental derpotlfm ; all the moft,

powerful lords of the kingdom are there aflfembled, who only feek to obtain their

niafler's fmiles by their refpe£t and profound fubmifCon. Thefe kind of affembles

pofTefs an air of majefly, which would even Impofe on Europeans, except for the

fcrvile law, which obliges even the grandees to be barefooted during the whole of the

audience, but It is the cuilom of the court, and has nothing humiliating It it for thofe

who pradife it. The fovereign treats them with affability, and It may bd faid that

his government is very mild. In comparifon to that of many other eaftern courts.

The greateft puniflunents they have to dread are fines or banifhment ; there is

only the crime of treafon, true or fuppofed, which expofes them to the forfeit of

their lives.

They begin to afTenible at the chova's at day-break, that is about fix o'clock, and
tlic audience fiaiflies about ten. There only remains with the chova, the captain of

his guards and his domeftic officers, the greater part of wh'ch are eunuchs, at leafl:

thofe who enter the women's apartments. They are very numerous, fome of them
very young, and fo proud and overbearing that they are detefted by the whole nation.

Tlicy liowever pofTefs much of the chova's confidence in the afiairs of government, as

well as in his domeftic concerns, and after feven or eight years' fervice in the palace

(hey arrive at public employment, and rife by degrees to the firft dignities in the king-

loin ; while the learned men, even the moft celebrated, often remain in obfcurity.

But it is almoft always the intereft of the chova which elevates ihcfe eunuchs, and
not their talents, nor the perfonal efteem he has for them : when they die, the wealth

they had accumulated by all kinds of mcannefs and injuftice reverts to the fovereign,

who only allows their relations what he thinks proper. Thefe eunuchs, though abfo-

hitely mutilated, have ftill a numerous feraglio, and as their condition is a certain

mcthc!l of advancing in office, perfons of diftinguifhcd rank, in the maturity of their

ag(\ and fathers of many cliildren, have become eunuchs, in order to approach the

pcrl'on of tho Prince, gain his confidence, and by that means arrive at the firft digni-

ties in the kiiigdonx. Very few die in confcquence of this paiftful operation. Never-

thclcfs



HISTORY OP TONQUIN. 749

thelefs among this kind, fo vile and degraded, are found fome of brilliant talents,

either for adminiftration, or the command of armies : but it has been obferved that

thofe eunuchs had lofl their virility when young and by accident, which in Tonquin
is regarded as the prefage of merit and greatnefs. Thefe accidents happen in this

country by the bites of dogs, and more efpecially pigs, which being very common,
and kept in their houfec, often mutilate the children, who go naked till the age

of feven.

Ong-ja-tu-Iea, governor of the province of Hienquang, admiral, and minifter for

foreign affairs in the lafl: century, was a eunuch of this kmd : an incorruptible judge,

a brave foldier, as prudent as fuccefsful he was looked upon by the whole nation, as

the honour and the fource of happinefs of Tonquin. The then reigning chova having

occafion for an able minifter, to relieve him in the cares and fatigue of government,
to which his weak ftate of health prevented hun paying proper attention, believed

himfelf infpired in a dream to raife the firft man who fhould prefent hinifelf before

him the next morning to that eminent (lation, and by the fame force of imagination,

he believed that he had feen the likenefs of him he was to meet. Waking full of this

idea, he was furprifed to find exadly in the firft man whofe affairs brought him to the

palace a perfed refemblance with him that his imagination had traced on his mind.

He took him near his perfon with as much confidence as if he had known him for

a long time, and in a long difcourfe he had with him found he pofTefTed fo much wit

and underftanding, that he did not hefitate to invert him with an. authority almoft

equal to his own : the offices and dignities he beflowed on him only ferved to juftify

his choice. But was it that thefe exceflive favours, and a power almoft unlimited, made
the favourite forget what he owed his mafter ? or the jealoufy of the chova, who had
fo crueUy put his brother to death, was the caufe of the wretched end of Ong-ja-tu-lea,

ftill illuftrious in Tonquin, by the Angularity of his good fortune, and cruel death ?

however it might be, under pretence of a confpiracy againft the ftate, whether true or
falfe, the unfortunate minifter was condemned to death, the moft horrible of all

executions : he was torn to pieces by four horfes j his limbs were cut in pieces, burnt,

and his allies thrown into the river.

At the commencement of every year, the mandarins and military officei-s renew
their oath of fidelity to the chova: thefe afterwards receive the fame oath from their

wives, their children, domeftics, and all their dependants.

The refidence of the chova is always at Kacho, in an immenfe palace, enclofed

with walls, in the centre of the city ; it is furrounded by a great number of ftnail'

houfes, for lodging the foldiers ; the interior buildings have two fiories, with openings

or porticos to give free palTage to the air. The gates are lofty and niajeftic. The
apartments of the Prince, and thofe of his wives are decorated with all the n\agnifi-

ccnce and luxury of the country, that is to fay, that they are enriched with much
gilding, and the moft beautiful varnifh : they contain all the liches and rarities,

collected during a long fuccefTion of years by powoi'ful and abfolute fovereigns.

In the firft court are the ftables or the moft beautiful horfes, and largelt elephants :

behind the palace are gardens divided into alleys and parterres, with large fheets

of water, and every thing that can ferve to amufe a Prince who feldom quits his

refidence.

The feraglio is filled with women of all ranks, who offer themfelves to refide there,

or arc chofen for their talents and abilities to contribute to the plcafure of the Prince :

there ar6 particularly a great many comedians. The chova who reigned at the begin-

ning of the prefent century, was the Ion of a woman of that clafs. Thefe wives, or

6 coucu-
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concubines, are at leaft four hundred in number : but the chova grants his favours

to very few. She that brings him the firft fon receives didinguilhed honours. The
other concubines who have children by him, take the name of du^ba, or excellent

woman. All the male children, with the exception of the eldeft, who has the title of

chura, are called ducong, or excellent man, and the daughters batua, or princefles.

The reft of the women who do not approach the general's bed, and who are only in

the fcraglio to make up number, have but indifferent entertainment while the chova

Hves : as loon as he dies they are turned out of the palace, and they are only allowed

to marry among the. very dregs of the people. '

If ihe general folemnly marries according to the laws of the country, which feldom

happens, except in the laft years of his life, and when he no longer experts to have

any chiUlren, the woman he marries is always of royal extraction, and enjoys all the

honours ot iier rank ; Ihe is entitled mother of the kingdom. The Prince in fome
manner buys her, by the tribute he pays to the province of Than-hoa, or Tenchoa,

of which fhe is generally a native.

While their hither lives, the children of the chova want nothing as to opulence and

didincHou. After his death, his fucceflbr only gives his brothers and fifters fuch

revenue as he thinks proper, which dirainiihes in proportion as they are diftant from
the throne In the fifth or fixth degree, they receive nothing. As all thefe Prince*

marry, and have children, they mull eveniually be reduced to great poverty ; the moft

part only live by rapine, and fall by degrees into a ftate the more contemptible, as

they cannot obtain any office nor military employment. They have been feen as

porters in the public market, and affefting to ufe hooks ftained of a colour which

announces their origin.

It is true that when the general comes to the fovereign command, he takes precau-

tions that his brothers (hould not leave a numerous pofterity. If they give him any

caufe of diftrufl, he knows how to get rid of them, under pretences that are always

approved of : others are kept under a reftraint that a good deal refembles flavery

;

born with the fineft underftandings, fome have preferved their lives, by pretending to

be idiots : in this cafe they are lodged in a kind of prilbn, where they have merely

the comforts of life. They entertain a kind of refpect for this condition ; it feems

to announce the ligitimacy of the defcendance from the royal family, in ''. madnefs

is an hereditary diibrder.

The dova, or legitimate King of Tonquin, being only an ideal perfonage, without

any real power, it is fufficient to have flightly mentioned him, to have given a fufficient

idea of him : however about thirty five years fince the family of the Dova was near

recovering his authority. The then reigning chova, who had no children, had given

his whole confidence to an ambitious eunuch, who abfoliiely governed in his name,

and who formed the horrid project of feizing the fovereign authority, by affaninating

his inafter, which he did fecretly. It .was eafy for him lor fometiine to conceal his

crime in a palace where every one obeyed his orders, and v'here the monarch is

generally invifible to all but fome of his favourites. The eunuch continued to give

his orders in the name of the chova, faying he was ill, and that till he was perfectly

recovered he would not fee any one. The brothers and nephews of the chova who all

equally pretended to the right to fucceed him, fufpeded his tragical end, and by

enquiries proved the crime againft the eunuch. Many parties were formed in the

kiaml(>m, who took arms on difFerent fides, each drawing over to his caufe the towns

and villages over which he had moft authority ; the whole country w.is riVaged by

the war
J
the lands remained uucultivaied, the plague was added to the horrors of war

and

I
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and famine ; one-half of the inliabitants of the kingdom periftied in tho courfe of eight

yiars that this civil war lafled. The legitimate fovereign at length awoke from his

ftiipor ; he quitted the palace in which he was born, and in which he had been fhut up

till that moment : he endeavoured to reduce the dlfterent rebel parties under his

authority : many joined him without much fuccefs, becaufe thofe who aimed at the

fovejeiqn ; uthoiity, and the right of replacing th^ chova, as foon as they found they

had the \vm(1 in the enterprifes, retired to inacceflible places in the mountains and

forefls, from whence they iflued when the occafion was favourable. At length the

King in 1748, having got poffeffion of the arfenal of the province of Tan-hoa,

where he found arms and ftores, fubdued the rebels and difarmed them. The ancient

form of government was re-eftabliflied, that is to fay, the dova returned to his palace,

and himfelf chofe a chova, or general of the troops, depofitary of the fovereign power,

who only appears to execute his orders ; but who, fooner or later, will imperceptibly

re-afiume the abfotute and independent power which^his predeceiTors enjoyed.

CHAP. XIL— Of the Forces of the Kingdom.

TONQUIN has no fortified places : Ihe is proud in having no other ramparts than

her troops : her forces would indeed be for midable if the courage of the foldiers equalled

their number. They reckon a hundred and forty thoufand men, eight or ten thoufand

of which fire cavalry : they have alfo three hundred and fifty elephants : but this

multitude is for the mod part only commanded by eunuchs, who in general, are not

brave, a very requifite quality in an officer, and have feldom any knowledge in the

military art : they all buy their fituations.

The officers are, the enfign, who commands ten men ; the capt£un, a hundred ; and

the colonel, five hundred. There are no general officers who have larger divifions

except in time of war. Since the revolution in Cochin-China, when the chova made
himfelf independent, and affumed the title of King, a body of ten thoufand men is

kept on the frontiers, comniianded by a general officer, who has the care of preferving

the kingdom on that fide, a .d watching the motions of the troops of a fovereign, whom
they regard as an enemy. Each governor of a province has feven hundred men and

an elephant under his orders : thefe detachments are intended to maintain the police,

and execute the orders of the chova.

The reft of the military force is aflembled in the royal city, or the adjoining camp,

and cannot be compofed of lefs than a hundred thoufand men. It is in this army that

the chova places all his confidence : by this means he is fure to keep the nation in

refpeft and obedience, without having occafion for fortified places, which might as

well aft againft him, by the infidelity of the commandants, as contribute to his

defence.

Thus though Tonquin is a country open on all fides, it has little to fear from its

neighbours. All that furround it are too weak to attack it ; the kingdom of Laos is

tributary to it. Cochin-China in its adual ftate dare not undertake to make conquefts ;

the inclinations and policy of the Kmperors of China do not lead them to conquer,

and they would lofe more by declaring war againft Tonquin than by maintaining

peace with her : befides they know by experience, that they have never been able to keep

that kingdom under their dominion, even after having been abfolute mafters of it for

a long time. Tonquin is equally fafe towards the fea, which is not any where approach-

able by an enemys fleet. The mouths of the river's are fo narrow, that it is only with

extreme precaution that large veffels can enter them : the bay of Tonquin, though

10 very
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very large, defends the coiifts where they might land by the flioalfj wliich furround
tijcm for more than two leagues in the fea. It is faid that there is a narrow but very
deep river, by which vcflbis might with the ailiftancc of good pilots, afcend even
to the royal city ; but this route is yet unknown, and would never be attempted by
Indian navigators.

Every year in the fifth nioon there is a general review of the troops, under the

infpedion of the chova, who himfelf manoeuvres : this review is accompanied wiih three

difcharges of heavy artillery and mulketry : it is enough for a foldicrt o pofl'ofs fome littlr

learning or fome trade to be excufed appearing : the elephants are exercifed as well

as the men ; when once trained, they arc obedient to command, and perform their

evolutions with wonderful precifion.

Their arms are mulkets with match-looks : they have as yet no knowledge of our
fpring locks ; bows and arrows, the febre, pike, denii-nike and (hield : the foldiers,

as well as the officers, only wear their arms wh^-n exercifing, or when on fome expe-

dilion ; except then, they are kept in the arfcnal. The troops intended to guard the

provinces, have the fame annual review, in prefcnce of the mandarins or governors :

each of them having a camp near his refidence, in imitation of that of the royal city :

all thcfe troops have no regular uniform : every foldier knows his chief and his divifion

\diich is fufHcient for him : he is drefled like the people, except that his habit is not

ib long. Thofe who do the duty of the King's houfe, arc cloathed in blue or red

fluffs, and efpecially in European cloth, when they can fupply them with it : it is

a diflindtion fet apart for them.

There are no foldiers in the eaft more expert in the ufo of their arms than thofe

of Tonquin : they exercife on land and on board of galleys with mufketry and cannon:

thofc who fhoot befl and hit the mark are rewarded, and thofe who mifs feveral times

fucceffively are punifhed. They have a fingular proof of bravery, of which the King
is judge, unlefs he appoints one of his chief officers : it confifls in receiving a certain

number of blows with a wooden fabre on the head and body : the champion muft
bear them firmly, without trying to avoid them : if he finks under the blows, he

does not for that lofe the reward propofed for his* conflancy : the braveft is he who,

in this exercife, docs not even fhrink : after having been the receiver, he becomes

ihe aggreffor in his turn. It is faid that a King of Tonquin, in order to prove how far

the courage of his braveft foldiers could go, and the contempt of death, had a deep

ditch dug, fluck full of fwords and pikes, and propofed as a reward to him who
fhould be brave enough to throw himfelf into it a confiderable employ. Only one
foldier appeared rafh enough to throw himfelf into the ditch ; the fwords which were

only fupported by a flight thread, gave way under the weight of his body, and did

him no injury : he confeflfed afterwards, that what had determined him was, that he
tonfidered that the promifcd recompcnce would be ufelcfs, if he was to be killed by
the weapons oppofcd to him.

Whatever piiins they may take to exercife thcfe foldiers, they are none the braver,

nor more attached to their profeffion ; they only follow it becaufe they are obliged

to <lo fo. 'J'ho army is conipofed of men that each village in the kipgdom is to fur-

iiitli, hi proportion to its fize and number of inhabitants : there arc fome where the

moll; part are foldiers from father to fon. Bravery itfelf, in thofe who meet with an
opportunity to diflinguifh themfelvcs, makes no alteration in their fortune ; at leaft the

txamples are fo rare that they afford no emulation to the foldier : money or intercft lead

lome to rank ; and thufe means, which arc fhut to the greater parr, are what difcoUrago

them. Thus, when tlicy are obliged to march an army againll an enemy, all their expedi-
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«onfift, in general, in a great (hew of baggage and military noife. Formerly they

often (hewed themfelves in force on the frontiers of Cochin-china, when there was a

second chova, always in arms againll him' of Tonquin ; but their enterprizes were con-

fined to contemplating the walls of a few towns, and encamping on tlic banks of rivers.

If the extraordinary exertion, or unwholefomenefs of the air, caufed difeafes in the

camp, which carried off only a hundred men, they immediately cried out that the war
was murderous and cruel : officers and foldiers fled back to their country. They only

evinced conftancy and courage when they were fighting for their liberty againft the

Chinefe. The civil wars which have happened fince, have rather been terminated

by the jiddrefs of the generals, and the chova himfelf, than by force of arms : they

are not very delicate as to the means of fucceeding in this way ; perfidy and treafon with

them are as lawful and honourable as bravery, provided they can accomplifli their objeft.

The foldiers, whether thofe in the royal camp, or thofe in the camps of the man-
darins, or thofe difperfed in the viHages, on condition of affembllng at the time of ex-

ercife, receive a certain quantity of rice per day : their pay, befides that, is not more
than twelve or fiftetn {hillings a year, of our money ; but they are exempt from aU
taxes ; and if they were not doomed to reman;, for ever in the fame ftate, their lot

would not be below that of the greater part of he people. Their mod valuable qua-

lification is their height ; the talleft are referved for the chova's guard.

In a country where navigation is only encouraged in the interior of the kingdom, that

is on rivers and canals ; where that of the fea is confined to fifhermen, there can be no
marine of any confequence. It is compofed of only two or three hundred gallles, of dif-

ferent fizes, more fit for the navigation of rivers than the fea ; they have neither marts

nor fails, only oars ; the rowers are unflieltered, and expofed to mufquetry and all of-

fenfive weapons ; wherefore thefe galleys are more ufed at fliows, and in reviews, than

in military expeditions ; they carry a four-pounder in the prow, Befides this fleet,

the court maintains four or five hundred light failing boats, very fit for the tranfport

of troops and (lores j but too weak for fighting. All thefe velTels, great and fmall,

are kept in vaft magazines ; from whence they are eafily launched into the water, when
it is requifite.

In the King's palace, in the environs of the royal city, and in the provinces, are dif-

ferent arfenals, filled with arms and warlike ftores : the mod: confiderable is faid to be
in Thang-hoa, of which province the reigning princes are natives. It is faid, that in

this province there is a vaft plain, furrounded by mountains, and fo fortified by nature,

that it is every where inacceflible, except at one very fmall entrance. It is there that

the chief collection of (lores, cannon, and arms of all kinds, are kept : they alfo fay it

is there that the chova keeps his moft valuable treafures : he c'onfiders this fpot as a

place of fafety, to which he might retire, in the event of an unforefeen revolution : he
has even made a very (hort road, through the forefts, from the royal city to it, and
which is forbidden to all except thofe fent there by the King : this way is only a day's

journey, while th^common route takes up feveral days. I'hey pretend that the fear-

ful and fufpicious prince who reigned in 1685 ^^^ ^ fubterranean paflage made from
his palace to this retreat.

CHAP. yiUL—Revenue and Wealth of the King of Tonquin.

THE King of Tonquin is one of the richeft Princes of the Eaft : he has the moft
valuable treafures, and very confiderable fixed revenues, which confift in the produce
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of his domains, illfTfrent duties, and the fale of ail the ofllces. The grain gathered on
the lands belonging to the King is put into his magazines : there is one of an imnienfe

extent in the province of the South ; it is faid to cover nearly a I'quare league ; the

produce of thirty or forty harvefts are kept in it, for rice, of all the productions of that

kind, kcops the longefl without fpoiiing. Thcfe magazines are never opened but ia

times of ',<,'rcat fcarcity, when the people are in danger of dying of hunger, or whea
it is nectfliiry to make depots of provifions on the frontiers, in time of war.

The duties, or taxes, confift in a real tax, and the capitation. The n a! tax ia of
new invention, and has only bdcn laid on lands within thel'e fifty or fixty years : if in

the declaration of their lands the people were not to conceal a great part, they could

not pay it without being ruined. The capitation is of long (landing : it was formerly

very trifling ; but as it was reprefented to the King that it was impolliblc to know the

exa£l number of his fubjefts, it has been much iiicreafcd. This tax is collefted with

fuch feverity, that thofe who contribute to it would be obliged to quit their country,

if they were to pay exaftly what they are ellimated at ; but, as the fyftem of finance

is by no means fo perfeft as in moft ftates in Europe, and the numbering a populous

nation appears to them to be imprafticable, the tax is laid on each village, or commu-
nity, in the aggregate, and divifion is afterwards made on individuals by the principal

inhabitants in each place. The males only pay from the time they are twenty : foldiers,

guardians of the temples, and bonzes, are exempt ; as alfo all girls, women, and old

men above fixty.

Thcfc taxes are collected in the current money of the country, in produce, and all

kinds of merchandize, in bars of gold and filver. The purpofes to which they are

applied, after the collection, could only be conceived by minifters of an oriental defpot,

who only looks upon his fubjcfls as fo many flaves invariably deftined to gratify his

whims, and whofe happinefs is of no concern to him. If there is any regularity in the

application of the produce and funis accruing from taxes, it is only for the benefit of

the King, without any advantage to the nation.

The nrfl: divifion of the revenue of the kingdom is between the King and thofe in hii:

fcrvicfe ; his wives, children, eunuchs, mandarins of the houfehold, and his troops.

The portion which belongs to the King is carried into his palace, and diftributcd

into different depots. The gold and filver is thrown into rooms lined from top to bot-

tom with the hardell wood, and which have but one opening : the other metals are

kept in fubterrancan places, conflrufted under the King's apartments. Thus whatever

comes from the people never returns to them. As in time thelargell magazines would

not be fufficient to contain thefe treafures, they have, in different provinces, dug refer-

voirs lined with boards on all fides, into which they throw the copper money : an exafl:

regifler is kept of the quantity put in from time to time, and they are then covered

with water, higli enough to prevent its being taken away.

As for the linen:-, of raw filk, or worked into flufis, which are paid as taxes, there

ai-e prodigious magazines of them in the palace, where they are fulFercd to rot, rather

than bedow them on the people. It is the fame with the wood that the provinces are

obliged 10 furniih, to maintain the palaces ; as the quantity fent in is always more than

neCL'fTary for ihc work to be done, the greater part is left to rot.

'ilius all the expences of the King and his houfehold, thofe of the dova, or reigning

fmpercr, v.iio is confidLrcd as forming part of the chova's clhiblilhment, the officers

and troops, ;ire defrayed without touching his trealurcs : there is even part of the taxes

fct apart ioltly to augment them.
Thus
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Thus it Is not furpi-Ifing that, in a country fo rich in itfelf, the people fliould in general

1)2 poor and niifcrabli.', even to wanting the necelluries of life. If fome individual be*

conies rich, it can only be by the grcatefl inUiiflry, and always at th-j cxpence of thofe

wretches, of whofe labour he makes his profit.

Still the King's treafures do not, by a good deal, take up all the produce of the taxes.

As they oiitirely belong to him, he diflributes certain portions of them to his officeri-,

wives, and children. He grants the revenues of feveral towns ; and while they enjoy

them they are confulcred as the lords of them, and reprefent the King in collating

tlie taxes. Thefe temporary lords are tyrants whofe exatlions are more burthenfome

to the people than thofe of the public ofilcers, unless, which is very rare, any one

among them happens to be poffeffed of fentiments of humanity ; belides, it is dangerous

to conciliate the afleftions of the people by benefadlions, however difmtereftcd they

may be : they would immediately be fufpefted of intentions repugnant to the tran-

quillity of the ftate, and the interefts of the reigning defpot.

Independent of taxes, the King has many other means of drawing confulcrable fums
from his fubjefts, and which he does not negledt : fuch are the fale of offices, and ho-

norary mandarins that he creates from time to time, and which the richcft of the eu-

nuchs, and other fubjefts are obliged to purchafe : money raifed for the repairs ol' the

roads, which the people are obhged to do, by allotted work : cuftoms eftablifhed on
rivers ; for there are none on coming into the cities, nor on the highways ; each boat

pays feven-pence halfpenny on going from one province to another ; and this tax has

no other end than to benefit fome favourite of the Prince. In every province there is

a cuftom-houfe, where they receive the tenth of all merchandifes brought into it. All

thefe revenues niull bring iinmenfe riches to the King ; but they are not calculated : it

is forbidden, under very fevere punifhment, to pry into the fecrets of the ftate. It k
not even permitted the financiers, appointed to receive the public money, to know any

thing on that head beyond what they ought to pay in perfonally ; nor to compare
their receipts with thofe of other colleftors : evfery one muft keep within his own
iphere, without any communication.

H

CHAP. XIV.— Civil and Criminal Laws, and the Jujliciary of Tonquin.

INDEPENDENT of general laws, which are eftablilhed on the fame principles in

Tonquin as in China, there are peculiar cuftoms in this kingdom • tnd each place has
"

its own, which are often in contradidion to the received laws, l.m which only exiil

among individuals, and in very confined territories : for if the circumftances are

carried before the chief tribunals of the province, they pay no refpect to local cuftoms,

they decide according to the laws admitted throughout the kingdom.
The jurifdiction of cities is eftabliflicd the fame as in China, and depends upon the

rank they hold in civil order. Each province has its capital ; then comes the city of

the firft clafs, named Fou ; that of the fecond clafs, or Cheu ; the third, or Huien ;

titles which are added after the diftinguifliing name of the cities.

It fliould be obferved that the name of mandarin has been beftowed on different

magirtratos by the Europeans, and is derived from the Portuguefe word jnanJar, which

fignifics to order or command. The word mandarin does not exift in the Chinelb or

Tonquincfe languages : in botli a niagiftrate is called quan. The importance of the

place decides the dignity of the quans ; as with us, the lord mayor of London is^ of

higher rank and cfUmatiou than the liimc oflicc of any other city, and fo in gradation

throughout the kingdom. The
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The jurlfdiftlon of tribunals is only cftabliflied for civil caufcs : there Is then dry
and jurifdif^ion ; mandarin, or quan, of tho firll, ftcond, and third clafs, who are
under the jurifdi£tion of one another : the third under {ho fecond, and the focond
amenable to the firft. Btfulcs, in every province there is the tribunal for outrages;
that in which every native has a right to impeach the mandarin, who he may con-
ceive has aitcd unjuftly towards him. This is the firft tribunal in the province, and
is immediiitely fubiervjent to the fovcreign tribunal ol Kacho. The governor has alfo

his particular tribunal, compofed of two judges, that is, of himfelf and a mandarin of
letters, who {})arcs with him the cares of civil admini(lrati(m, and who fees to the

obfervance of the laws. The cognizance of criminal all";urs appertains folcly to the

governor : he puniflies all flight faults on the fpot ; thole which deferve death, the

lentcnce (hould be lent to the chova, who confirms or ful'pcnds the execution.

Kach tribunal has fcveral judges, who each prcfide in their turns : it has its public

officers, or kind of ferjeant,"who goes to fummons the parties to appear in judgment.
Every one accufed, juftly or not, is obliged to pay down a certain fum proportioned to

the dignity of the tribunal before which he is to be tried : this fum is not returned to

him, even though the accufation is proved to be unjufl ; but the accufer is made to

indemnify him, and the fum depofited goes inflead of fees to the judge.

Next to the tribunals of the third clafs are the fubaltern judges. Kach borough with

the dignity of Xa, with right of juAice over a diftrid, the hmits of which are marked,
fhould be furniflied with a tablet expofed to public view, on which is written in Ton-
quinefe charafters the King's edid, which grants it that privilege. This edid is

renewed upon the acccHion of every new chova, which produces immenfe fums to

the crown.

Every xa is divided into villages ; each village into quarters, and if the place is con-

fiderable, there are other fubdivifions, and each has its chief. The Xa has three, who
convoke aflemblies by the found of a drum, which is always kept with the firft chief:

they prefide at the meetings, and execute the police.

It is to the firft that all the orders of mandarins, and even thofe from court, are

nominally addrefled : without this formality they would be confidered fubreptitious. In
abfencc of the firft, the fecond or third takes his place. They have the right to

impofe fines, and even to beat with rods for certain crimes. It is they who, in

conjunction with the learned men in the aflfemblies, proportion the taxes among
individuals.

Thefe chiefs are chofen by plurality of votes ; they remain in place for ten years :

the ficfl is exempt for life from all public burthens ; the others have one half of their

taxes remitted them during a certain number of years, and from all charge during

their ftay in office. It may be laid, that thefe places are in fome meafure purchafed,,

fince thofe who are elevated to them are obliged to give feafts to all their jurifdidion
;

the expcnccs of which would fall very heavy on them, if they did not know how to

remunerate themfdvcs by the extortions they praft'feon their clients.

Three villages generally compofe a xa, and three xas a tong, the chief of which is

eleded by a plurality of voices of the xas ; then in each tong is a fupcrior chief, with-

out any authority, whom they call quan, or honorary mandarui. All their chiefs

receive their confirmation from the mandarin of the province of the third rank. This

difpofition being the fame all over the kingdonj, order is every where uniform. Each
xa may be confidered as a kind of popular republic, or a government in which women
have no part, nor young men under twenty : at that age they have a vote, and right of

fuilrage in the aftemblies.

Above
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Above all the tribunals Is the fovercign council, eftablKhcd In the capital, to which
appeals lie from all fentcnces in the provinces, paffed by mandarins, even thofe of tho

firll rank. Things judged there might be fuppofed to be ended, if it went with the

King himfclf, or what we call the privy council ; as there is no fentence which h not
fubjcft to rcvifion, the procefl'es that powerful mandarins have inccrcft to prolong are

never finifhed.

The ariiir or quarrels of the great are decided in the capital by different tribunals,

the rank and names of which anfwer to their different funtUons. One judges ftate

crimes ; another, murders ; another, difficulties arifing concerning landed property ;

another, thofe concerning houfes, hereditary rights, &c. &c. Befides the Chinefe laws,

which form the code of right of the country, tliere are many edifls and peculiar confti-

tutions, old and new : authentic decifions digefted in feveral books, the authority of
which almoft always carries it over the laws ot China. Many of thefe peculiar to Ton-
quin breathe more jufticv", humanity and benevolence than thofe of China : fuch is

that which forbids the cxpofing or ftrangling of children, let them be ever fo deformed :

while in China this barbarous cuftom is not only tolerated but even prefcribed by aa
ancient law.

But it is in vain that thefe laws appear diftated by juftice, and formed to fecure the

happinefs of the nation. Such corruption has crept into all the tribunals, that there

is no crime which cannot be compromifed for money, nor any procefs of which any
decifion required may not be purchafed : thus the judges always decide in favour

of the richeft, or moft powerful ; the exceptions are fo rare, that they may be counted

for nothmg.

It is not to be wondered at, if, from what has been faidj a juft idea has been formed

of the national charafter ; all the civil and military offices are venal. Thofe of the

learned are only for a time. It is not more than a century fince the inhabitants of

Tonquin lived in happy abundance ; the laws were ftridly obferved, taxes were light,

and the corruption of the tribunals was not publicly tolerated j but a chova who reigned

fixty or eighty years fince, in fome meafure changed the form of government : he pro-

digioufly incrtafed the taxes, burthened the people with extraordinary L.bours, erefted

mountains in the plains, or cut away mountains, without any ufeful end, but merely to

fatisfy his whims : he increafed that crowd of eunuchs which reduced the nation to

poverty by their boundlefs power ; made many burthenfome eftablifliments, which ftill

remain, with the exception of fome works which are not fixed, becaufe they depend on
the caprice of the fovcreign.

Notwithftanding all thefe abufcs, it cannot be faid that the defpotifin of Tonquin is

abfolute, and the government wholly arbitrary ; although on account of the taxes, and

the labours they are obliged to pLn:)rm, the fubjefts are under a kind of aftual fervi-

tude. Still they are not born slaves ; they polleis their own property ; inheritance

pafll'S from father to fon, and even to collaterals : thus property is refpeded, and the

Prince has in reality no power over the lives of his fubjetts, unlefs they incur the pe-

nalty of death by tranfgrefllng the laws. But the (lain of defpotifin is impreffed oa-

the whole nation in general, becaufe there is no law which does not give way to thcr

will of the Prince, who is furrounded by a crowd of minifters ftill more fatal to the

people, on account of their avidity, injullice and extortions : they buy their places

very dear, and that for them authorifes all their abufes. Hence, the fears, diftruft,,

the want of emulation, which ftitle talents and induftry, and enervate the mind, re-

prefs courage, and arc the caufe that the nation in general are folely occupied in pro-

curing their daily fuitenance, without cai*rying their views further.
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Criminal aft'airs are adjudged in the laft cafe by the Kiiif; only ; and, as in p;cnt'ral

the Tonquint Ic churaftoi- is not funguinary, fctittuco of Jcaili is fi'Idom pallal on cri-

ininals. All executions take place in the royal city, and are To few tliat thoy do not

reckon more than twenty or thirty in a year in the whole kingdom. 'I'he general pu-

nifliment is to lofe the head, which is looked upon as the utmoil infamy. Only prince<)

and nobles arc nllowcd to be flrangled. Traitors, and thole wiio attempt the King'd

life, arc torn with pincers, and drawn by inn- horfes. I'he punilhinent for femaL'

criminals is to be tied to n loofe flake, and in that (ituaiion delivered to an elc-

Khant, who feizes them with his trunk, throws them into t!ie air, then catches them on
is tulks, and finilhcs b'y trampling of them under lii ; feci : adultery is punilhed

in this manner. The place of executioner is not dilljonourable : it is an olfice executed

from father to fon, by a family originally from ('oclun-china. 'I'he other corporeal pu-

nifhments, which areinflifted on the fentenc.e of the mandarins, are exile, perpetual ini-

prifonment, or, what is the fame thing, taking care of tlie elephants : thofe thus fen.

tenced are virtually dead, as they lofe their votes in the aitcniblies, in the places of

their origin or rcfidence, and are not fubjed to public charges : as thole are very bur-

thcnfome, many criminals, cfpccially ani-)ng the lower clal.. of the people, are not forry

to be exiled.

Another kind of puniflimcnt is to receive blows on the thighs, with rods as thick as

the thumb ; or to receive a certain number of blows with a wooden hammer on the

knees : not to break the bones, they are enveloped with circles of bamboo. The
manner of giving the torture is painful, but not dangerous nor horrid : they prefs a

gun barrel againfl the ancle-bone, and llrike it with a bamboo (tick. Thel'e punifli-

inents have only the pain and difgrace of the moment attached to them: thole who
fufler them lofe none of their rights of focicty. Thieves are pimilhed in this munner

;

that crime never being puniflied with death, unlel's accompanied with murder. They
think the life of a man of more value than all the wealth he can fteal.

The puniflin\ent mofl dreaded is to be mutilated of a linger, or an ear, becaufe they

csnnot hide their difgrace : generally, for the fourth olFence, proved by the lingers or

cars they have lofl:, they are condemned to lofe the head, to rid fociety of a trouble-

fome and incorrigible nicniber.

The law of retaliation, flriclly obferved in Tonquin, maintains a kind of equity in

all a£lions which come before a court; the acculVr, if he cannot convidl the accufed,

undergoes the punilhinent that would have been incurred by him he had calumniated.

The prifons of Tonquin are more to be dreaded than their punilhinents : it is really

a place of continual fuH'oring. They have only the damp earth for flooring, which
fcrves as bed to the wretches confined : men and women are mixed together, and lie

in the dark, mud and ordure ; and it often happens that the living are thus lying with

half-rotten dead bodies. At night their feet are confined in a kiml of (locks fcrewed

vith a padlock. The King allows nothing for the feeding of the prifoners, and their

guards arc avaricious enough to take from them what the charity of the public allows

them, or what their friends fend them. Thofe who are the bell trcated^ire thofo who
are rich enough to foftcn thele barbarians by prefents. It is with reafon tliac gaolers

are regarded in Tonquin as the mod odious and cruel of mankind, and as fo many
inhuman executioners. This vile employment is, however, very much fought after : it

is only obtained by the interc ft of the mandarins, who reward their fcrvants with this

place, in v.hich they enrich thcinfclvea with the niifery of criminals, and by their

cruelty.
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TIIF. kingdom of Achem is fcarcoly known, bccaufe being out of the route of

travellers, tm7 imifl go out uf their way to get to it. It is onn of the richcft coun^

tries of Afiii. It {lands in need of none of the produftions of its neighbours, to

vhoin it furniflics abundance of metals. There arc miiu-s of gold, filver, fteel, lead

and iron. As the people pay no lubfidy, the King refervcs tt) himfelf the produce of

his mines ; and uttentive to the happinH's of his fubjefts, he only employs flaves to

work them. It is the only country in Afiu, in wliich humanity is not crufhed beneath

the weight of deipotifm.

An animal different from our common worms produces their fdk, of which they

make drefles, very glofTy, but of a bad quality. The nioft precious produdlion of

this country is the lacker gum, which is the mod eftecmed of all that of the Eaft.

They dillinguiih two forts. The red is ufcd to paint linens, and varnifh furniture and
cabinets, and to make wax. Silver is the current money of the kingdom.

The inhabitants arc of a very regubr height, but tho women have the nofe rather

flat. Both fexts go nearly naked, and only cover their natural parts. They cover

their heads with a blue bonnet, from which hang hog's teeth. Their bracelets which

are their molt efteemed ornaments, are of coral, or yellow amber, and fome*'. es of

tortoil"e-fliell,'or of fhells.

Poverty, and the tyranny of extortioners, are unknown to them. Every individual,

quiet poflefl'or of his property, has feveral wives, each of which has her particular

employment in the houlb ; anil elephants for domeftic ufes. Though the country

produces many quadrupeds, the llelh of the dog is preferred. JA great plenty of vines

alfo grow there, but they only ufe the fruit to cxtratll a kind of brandy from it. They
make their lalt from the fubflance that covers the furfacc of flagnant waters : they

alfo extract it from the leaves of a tree, called Adam's fig-tree. They burn them,

and from their aflies refults a very pungtnt fait, wliich they poflefs tho fccret of

foftening by boiling it, and aftcrwanls (training h liveral times through linen.

Their gunpowder is of the bed quality ; and it is to this people that the orientals

attribute the glory of that deftruftive invention, which appears the more extraordi-

nary, as this country has remained five hundred years without btini; cngjff^d ivi war.

This fecret paflcd to the Pegonans, who communicated it to the C'hinel^', who claimed

the honour of the diicovery, becaul'e they doubtlefs were the firft who made ufe of it

in war.

The kingdom of Tipra produces nothing that can tonipt the curiofity of the tra-

Tcller, nor the avarice of the trader. Ther^' is a g(jld mine of indifferent quality :

it is exchanged in China lor filver. Mucli filk is alfo collcded there, but thc' kind is

coarfo, and only ufed for the conimonefl; purpofvs. This people has a great propenfity

for ftrong liquors. Inllead ot figures they calculate with ilones, which might be

taken for fmall agats. They ftldom travel in foreign countries : they hiive no com-

mercial relation with other nations, who only know them by name.

The kingdom of Aracan has fuch an extent of boundary, that it feems to invite all

commercial nations. 1 he air is pure ; the plague and other contagious diforders are

unknown. The plains, rich and fertile, produce all the necoiTariesof life. Numerous

flocks range the delightful vuUics, which fiipply nourilhment to all kinds of donieftic and
wild
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wild animals. Horfes are very fcarce. Buffaloes are employed to till the earth

;

their horns are their weapons ; any thing red enrages them ; thofe they intend to attack

they fuffcr to pafs quietly, and afterwards fall on them behind with their murderous
horns. Thefe animals, naturally indocile, are obedient only to the blacks who have

the care of keeping them : they flock around them, on the founding of a horn which
calls them. The winter, fo called, as being the feafon of the rains and tempefts,

begins in April and ends in Odober. They have elfe no feafon but fummer, in which
they reap an abundant harveit of vegetables, grain and fruits : but they grow neither

wheat nor rye.

The capital gives a vaft idea of this kingdom. Its extent is feveral leagues ; the

number of its inhabitants equals that of the firft cities in Europe, and they reckon fix

hundred pagodas in it. The riches of the King's palace befpeaks the plenty of gold.

The golden hall is fo called becaufe it is covered with that precious metal from top

to bottom ; r. hundred ingots of gold, each weighing forty pounds is fufpended from
the ceiling, which itfelf is of maflive gold. There are alfo feven golden idols as large

as life. They are hollow within, but are about two inches thick ; but what enhances

their value, is, the rubies, emerals, fapphires and diamonds, which decorate the fore-

head, arms and waift, of thefe vain image". In this apartment is alfo a fquare feat of

gold, fupporting a cabinet of the fame metal, ftill more enriched with jewels.

The fovereign poflefles two rubies as large as the Utile finger, and at the bafe the

fize of a hen's egg. The rubies have been the caufe of bloody wars between the

neighbouring Kings, becaufe fupcrftition has created a belief, that whoever pofleflTes

them will be tha arbitrator of the deftiny of the others. The King only wears them at

his coronation.

This people contented with the produflions of their foil, cannot conceive how any
one can rifle his life to acquire reputed wealth : they only arm for war, and never for

commerce, which is only carried on by ftrangers, who flock thither from all parts of

the world. The Mahometans efpecially have a confiderable trade in elephants, which

they carry to the coaft of Coromandel, to Golconda and Perfia, from whence they

bring linens, filks, and fpices. The moft abundant productions of the country are

timber for building, lead, tin, and elephants' teeth. It may not be fuperfluous to give

fome account of the manners and charader of a people with whom it would be eafy

to edablifli an advantageous commerce.

The inhabitants of Aflracan have the forehead broad and flat. This is rather a whim
of fancy, than a natural defeft. It is by applying a plate of lead to the forehead of

children, that they deface the works of nature. Their noftrils are large and open
;

their ears hanging reach even to their flioulders. Their drefs confifls in a cotton fliirt

which covers the arms breafl and belly ; a training robe, and fo many etceteras, that

when they put them all on, they refomble a ball of cotton rather than men : the hair

is tucked up behind, after the manner of Dutch women. The women's heads have no

other drefs than their hair : it is arranged in buckles, without being faftened, and looks

very well.

The meats would not provoke the appetite of an European. They eat rats, mice,

fnakes, and all the moft difgufting animals. Fifli does not fuit their palate til! it is

fpoiled. They quench their thirft with pure water, or with a liquor that runs from
^

a kind of palm tree, from which they extrad it, by making an incifion in the
'

trunk.

Virginity is not an efteemed virtue with them. Ilufbands prefer running the rifle

of fathering the children of others, rather than marry a novice. It is generally
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Dutch Tailors who arc liberally paid for this infamous proftltutlon. The King fliut

up in his palace, vegetates in lilUefs indolence with the (^iieen and his concubinea.

Every year each of the twelve governors, choofcs in his diflrict twelve girls of the fame

age, whom they expofe to the burning rays of the fun, to create perfpiration. They
are afterwards dried with a fine cloth which is fent to court, that they may determine

by the fmell, which is moft worthy to enter the fcraglio. Tliofe who are rejoded, fall

to the lot of the courtiers, who receive them as a iiiaik of the greateft favour. It 5s

faid that the monarch has no other guard \\mi his concubines, who are trained to the

ufe of arms. He afTumes the pompous title of " Emperor of Aracan, poiVeflor of the

white elephant and the two rubies, legitimate heir to Pcgan and Dramas, lord of thrf

twelve provinces of Bengal, and fovereign juilge of Kings, who proftrate their head

beneath his feet."

The pleafing arts are unknown among them, if one may judge by the little pro-

grefs they have made in the neceflary ones. Medicine efpecially is only one impofi-

tion, accredited by fuperflition. The prieds, called Raulins, are called in to the lick.

They blow on them, at the fame time pronouncing fome myfterlous words. They olfer

up to the god of the four winds a facrifice of fowls, hogs, and the fatted animals,

which mule be repeated four times, uidefs the patient dies or recovers before that time.

The Raulhis feaft on the food thus oiFered to their gods.

"When the difeafe is cbftinate, th; ir fruitful impofture infpircs the wife, children,

or fome one of the relations, with a itrange remedy, by which the Raulins proht.

They raife an altar, cm which they place an idol, in a room richly furnilhed, where

the priefts and relations affemble to partake of a grand feaft. He who prefides at

this ceremony dances and jumps about till his (trength fails him. They then tie a

cord to the cieling, which he lays hold of to fupport him, and to be able to fpring

with more ftrengtn, till he falls into a kind of fwoon, which they take to be a divine

delirium. Every one feems to envy his lot, becaufe they believe he has a difcourfe

with the idol. The priefts who gravely prefide at this extravagant ceremony, anc-int

the patient with oils and perfumes ; and if he dies, they are never blamed ; they {rive •

it out that his death is a bounty from the gods, who have taken him from the tihh of

this earth to eternal manfions.

The excefs of their fuperflition is feen in their funerals : while the priefts recite

orifons, and perform their fumigation of incenfe, the friends and relations of the

deceafed beat on copper faucepans to frighten away the black cat ; for if by misfortune

it fliould touch the body, its foul, baniflied from its heavenly dwelUng, where it would
have glutted in luxury, would realTume its vile and mortal fpoils. There is one order

of pnefthood which they believe partakes of divine privileges. The family of the

defun£t invites them to a great feaft : and when they refufe to go to it, it is a prefage

that the foul of the deceafed is precipitated into the depths of hell.

They hire weepers, who utter groans, which only the cuftom of hearing can.prevent

from appearing ridiculous ; thofo who are not rich enough to procure the honour of

the fimeral pile, are expofed at the edge of the water, where the tide carries them
away. Sometimes the carcafes are devoured by birds of prey, who, finding plenty

of food, are fo numerous :.nd ftrong, that they will attack oxen and buffaloes.

Sometimes they accelerate the death of their friends and relations, when they fee

them overwhelmed with a painful old age, or an incurable difeafe ; and what among
polifhed nations would be punifhed, is with them an aft of piety, becaufe they fay

It is cruel to fulFer thofe to linger in mifery en earth, whom happincfs attends in

heaven.
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Thefe people are plunged in the groffeft idolatry. Their temples are built in
the form of pyramids, which contain a confured multitude of images. They have
domeflic gods, the figure of which they mark on their arms and fhoulders with a
hot iron. The barking of dogs, the lowing of cattle, the roaring of wild beads,
the Hnging of birds, are looked upon as fo many omens, which the priefts inter-

pret as they think fit. They celebrate a feaft of the dead, in which their devotion
IS carried to the moft cruel pitch of fanaticifm. One of their idols is drawn on a
clumfey chariot, accompanied by priefts clothed in white fatin. The fanatic devotees
throw themfelves under the wheels, and they efteem their blood the moft acceptable
offering thoy make their idol ; others fix themfelves on iron hooks faftened to the
chariot. They are afterwards placed in the temples, bloody as they are, where they
become objeds of public worfliip. Every one is happy when a drop of blood falls oh
his cloaths. Thefe pious madmen are efteemed martyrs.

There are three clafles of priefts. Their chief who refides in the ifland of Munay,
has the direction of the public worfhip. His orders are feldom difobeyed. The re-

fpeft lie infpires approaches adoration. The King, abfolute as he is, never difputes

the precedency with him at ceremonies, and is never covered before him. All the
priefts condemn themfelves to eternal celibacy ; whoever tranfgrefles in that point is

immediately degraded, and thrown back among the profane. Though all obey the
fame chief, they do not all obferve the fame difcipline. Some live retired in their

private houfes, at their own ezpence, without being any burthen on fociety. Retired

from the tumult of the world, and defpifing the pleafures of life, they are forgotten

by mankind, and only inhabit rocks in gloomy forefts or deferts. When the wants of
life oblige them to appear in public, they have an humble afped, and downcaft eyes.;

but their modefty feems to be an artifice to command admiration. Others, more happy
and lefs folitary, inhabit magnificent palaces, where they indolently enjoy the wealth

that the King and Princes profufely beftow on them, with a view of ingratiating them-
felves with heaven.

Thefe idolatrous priefts are intrufted with the education of youth, as if men folely

deftined to prayer and mortification were qualified to form magiftrates, warriors, artifts

and minifters. There are alfo hermits, a kind of wild man, who are efteemed in pro-

portion as they are fantaftic. They, like the priefts, are divided into three orders, who
all renounce the ftrongeft paflions of our nati're, with an idea of thereby pleafing the

Creator, who wifely beftowed thofe very paflions on us, to be enjoyed, but not abufed,

nor wholly negleded.

Though Europeans have had confiderable intcrcourfe with the kingdom of Ava, it

may ftill be faid to be a country as yet to be explored. The greater part of thofc

who have given a defcription of it were either warriors or traders, Icfs governed by a

wifli of making obfervalions, than a defire of acquiring wealth. Thoy, however, all

agree that the foil is fertile in rice and fruits : it contains mines of lead, copper and

filver, which the idlene(a of the inhabitants renders ufelefs. In Ava, the capital of

the kingdom, they carry on a confiderable trade in muik ; and the moft valuable

rubies and fapphires come from thence. The inhabitants perfedly fucceed in working

them. Commerce would flourifli there if the different revolutions did not interrupt

that tranquillity fo neceffary to induftry.

The government is defpotic ; the King, who is only the minifter and depofitory of

the law, ha.*^ ufurped the right of forming, infringing, and. changing them at discre-

tion. Each province fends a deputy to court to ad as their protector ; he has the

right to make known the wants of his fellow-citizens, and as tlie King is always well

•a informed.

thl

ful

mei

fam

che
\

occ



It

HISTORY OF TONQUIN. 753

informed, tfanfgreffor re eafily accufed and punifhcd. Vanity has intitled him.

King of Kings, to «' all owe obedience ; the friend and relation of the gods of

lieaven and earth, wi^ irom love of him, preferve animals and regulate the feafons ;

brother to the fun, cocfin to the moon and ftars ; abfolute fovereign of the tides,

King of the white elephant and four-and-twenty parafols.

Tnis monarch is ever intoxicated with pride ; when he rifes from table, he has n

trumpet founded to announce to the other fovereigns of the world that they may go

to dinner. Foreign ambaffadors are as well as his own fubjefts obliged to fall proftrate

before him, and even elephants are taught to lie down when he paffes.

The foldiery are not paid from the public treafury. Each governor has in his pro-

vince a proportion of land, the produce of which is afllgned to maintain the military

in time of peace, and when they take the field, they are furnifhed with arms,

cloaths, and provifions. The officers are diftinguiflied from the foldiers by the mag-
nificence of his pipe, of which the number of joints fliews his rank.

The kingdom of Jangoma is fituated to the north of Siam. Its extent cannot be
prccifely determined, becaufe it has often changed mafters, and undergone frequent

revolutions, which have altered its limits. This country is governed by prjefts, whofe

power ftiould be confined by law, fince the inhabitants affume the title of Franks, a

diilin£tion by no means applicable to a people difgraced and degraded by flavery.

The nature of the foil and its inhabitants are but little known, and it is only from the

relations of Chincfe, and the traditions of the Siamefe, that a flight idea may be
formed of them. The more a people is unknown to Europeans, the more advan-

tageous is the commerce that may be carried on with them, to whoever difcovers its

fource.

The inhabitants are of large ftature and well made : an education almoft favage

keeps up their natural vigour. The burning rays of the fun fpares them the neceffitj

of wearing many cloaths : they wear only a girdle of fine linen, which conftitutes

all their ornament ; they always go bare-headed, and the ufe of (hoes is unknown to

them. The women, as gallant as the Peguans, are much handfomer, and their volup-

tuous monarchs fill their feraglios with them.

Though the foil produces v/hatcver can fupply the neceflaries and luxuries of life,

it refufes wheat. But in lieu of bread, they make rice-cakes, which conftitute the

common food of the inhabitants. Befides the neceflaries of life, the country pro-

duces great quantities of muik, pepper, filk, gold, filver, copper and benjamin. It

is true fomc travellers aflert that they obtain the greater part of thefe riches front

China ; but it would be Icfs expenfive to a company eftabliflied at Siam to get them
from Jangoma than from the extremities of the Eaft, and the more fo, as this people,

having no commercial relations, are ignorant of the advantages of their fituation.

We know but little of their cuftoms : but we find that with them the devil plays a
confpicuoub part. The fick promife him facrlfices, if he will deign to reftore them io

health, and when they have obtained that blefling, they celebrate their recovery .by a

j
great feaft, to which all the friends and relations bring prefents of fruits, to propitiate

,
this evil being, whom they confider as the author of all diforders. They mufl be
fully perfuaded that the devil does not like mufic, fince it is by the found of inftrii-

ments that they endeavour to drive him out of his houfe ; and doubtlefs, from the

fame motive the priells are called in to fing by the bed-fide of the fick man, who,
cheered by their funereal voices, hopes a fpeedy relief to his pains.

What with other nations of the earth is a fource of afniftion, with them is the

occafion of fcaftings and joy. Death excites no regret among them, or at leafl they

5 B 2 we
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arc ingenious In foftening of it. Tiie body is carried by fixteen men, on a throne made
of reeds, to the place where it is to be burnt j the relations and friends accompany it^

preceded by inftruments : they beftow gifts on the priells, who like birds of prey,

live on the Ipoils of the dead. When the body is reduced to afhcs, they retire to the

houfe he has juft left. Two days are paffed in dancing and feafting, and afterwards the

widow, clad in all tlie mockery of woe, repairs with her friends and relations, to the

place were the body was burnt ; there, weeping and wailing, they coUeft the bones

the flames had fpared. Their mourning confifts merely in cutting thdr hair.

Laos, wliich fignifies tboufands of cIcphaAis, has its name from the number of thofe

aiumals, which fill tlie forefts of that country. The climate is fo temperate, and th&

air fo pure, that it is faid that men of a hundred, and even a hundred and twenty years

old, retain the freflinefs and vigour of their prime. Bountiful nature fpreads her

ftores over the plains and vallies, and even on the momitaius. The canals, which,

receive the torrents precipitated from elevated places, dlftribute them with economy
fiver the lands, and there are neither marfhes, nor Aagnant waters. The two banks

of the river have different qualities : the eailem fide is much more fertile, and produces

larger and ftronger animals, the trees are more lofty, and of an incorruptible quality.

The beft rice of India grows there. The lands where it has been fowed, after it is

gathered in, becomes covered with a kind of froth, which hardened in the fun becomes

l^lid fait. The beft benjamin and lacker, from which they make Spanifh wax,

comes from thence : it is a kind of earth, with which the ants cover their dwellings

and magaeines.

Though their ivory is of an excellent quality, they prefer the horn of the rhinoceros.

Superftition has attributed to it the virtue of fixing fortune. The great, as they be-

come elevated, part with the one they pofl'efs, and puxchafe one of more efHcacy. IHiere

is no treafure fo carefully preferved. The flowers, which enamel the plains, fupport

numerous fwarms of bees, which furniih wax and hcmey. The mines of tin, iron and

lead are very produ£tive. Gold and filver rolls in the rivers, from whence they take

it in wire nets. Mufk, in which they trade confidcrably, is not a produce of the country,

but they have a compoTitbn of ambergris, and a juice which they extradl from the body

of a cat, which fpreads an agreeable odour. There are many wild animals in the

'•>refts. They cultivate the earth with buffaloes and oxen. The rivers breed fuch

enott.. "" fifli, that two men can fcarcely carry one. The poor people feed on falted

herrings aij^ *"''. Though there is no fait water in the whole country, it produces

beautiful rubies ,
"^ 'loubtlefs that fcum which covers the earth after the rice harveft,

fmjpires the want of it, .
"
'ming that precious ftone in the bofom of the earth.

' The Chinefe, before the irr*.,. "^ of the Tartars, carried on a confiderable commerce

with this coimt)7 ; they brought >. '^ filk fluffs, carablets, carpets, horfe-hair,

cottons, gold, filvor, and porcelain, whict. ' «xchan^ed for ivory, opium, and

medicinal herbs. \^, ., .-,,V. - .'•
. ..

'

In the province of Laos, which gives its name to the ... ''^ni, h a deep pit, from

whence ihey obtain rubits, and particularly emeralds, one of w.. in the poffeilion

of the K'ng, is as large as a common orange. The trade that mighi l. '^ried on in

this country would furnifli a certain advantage, becaiife they are the mou •^'•rht

people in bufinefs, and the mofl faithful to their engagements of any in India. i>.

but what they are tempted to obtain whatever ihey fee uncommon in the hands of a

ftranger } but they prefer obtaining it by importunity rather than by violence. The
moft flattering iiraife they can receive is to hear themfclves'extollea as keeping their

promifes inviolable. Theft or murder on their highways are feldom heard of : the

police
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police prevents all fuch diforders. The towns and villages in vhofe territory the tra-

veller has been infultpd, are obliged to make goc 1 his lofTes.

Their virtues however are not without a mixture of vices. Buried in eternal glut-

tony, they only work to fupply the indifpenfable wants of nature. All fatigue diflieart-

cns them : enemies to perfeverance they cannot fix long to one obieft, and they never

fee below the furface. Boundlefs in their inclination for women, they feem to live only

to multiply their kind. Sorcery and magic are the fources of many crimes and fuper-

flitions ; but it is a diforder of the mind, which is mod inveterate throughout the Eaft,

where nothing important is undertaken, without confulting and liberally paying thofe

accredited impoftors.

The purity of the air prolongs life, and though the country is not very exteniiver

they can raife five hundred thoufand combatants, and it would be eafy to form an army
of centenaries, all healthy and vigorous. They are not fo abftemious as in other

countries of India ; they have four meals a day y rice, fiih, and buflfalo's flefh is their

common food : they feldom eat veal, beef, or poultry : they roaft the birds in their

feathers, which gives the flelh a difagreeable tafte.

The magiftrates and minifters generally take but one wife ; but that' is lefs an effeft

of their moderation than of their avarice. They would wi(h it to be underftood, that

too much occupied by their public duties, they cannot bellow that time on their plea»-

fures which they confecrate to bufinefs : but the great number of their concubines

makes amends for confining themfelves to one wife. Marriages are engagements for

life, but divorces are fo common, that they feem to be only tranfient and capricious

imions. When a woman is convided of adultery, the hufband may inOxSt what
punilhment he pleafes.

Their funerals are rather feftivals than fcenes of grief.^ The priefts are paid and
fumptuoully feafted, who cry and fing funeral hymns, to inftrad the dead in the road

to heaven. They put fums of money, in proportion to his fortune, in his tomb. It

may be prefumed that the priefts, who are the guardians of thefe tombs, caufe thofe-

treafures to circulate in fociety, which imbecility would bury in the earth.

It may be obferved that the commerce of this kingdom has experienced different

revolutions : formerly its produftions were brought to Siam : but fincethe irruption

of the Bramas, they have paffed to Pegu. The animofities that continual wars main-

tain between the two nations, has transferred the trade to Camboya, where the Laos
have a ready and eafy fale for their benjamin, lacker, and other articles.

This ignorant people boafts of having taught the Sianx-fe the art of writing cai the

leaves of the palm-tree. The language and charaftcrs ai'e the fame : but the I^aos

cannot pronounce the letter L, and R. It is faid that in their earlieft times, their

worftiip, more purified than that of other nations, was free from fupcrftitions. They
had no temples, and adored a^God the creator, who watched over the welfare of the

world, and whom they could only pleafe by ihe praftice of virtue, and not by facrifices

or ceremonies. They brfieved that after a certain revolution of ages, the univerfe

would be renewed, and this fyllem of the great periodical year hi's been adopted, by
almoft all the nations of antiquity. Their commerce with the Chinefe changed thefe

fimple notions. They had priefts who erefted themlelves to legiflators, and wlki,

rhat rhey might not be refuted, produced books written in foreign charafttrs. Their

doftrine not being underftood appeared the more myftcrious, and was refpeded. It

vas eafy for thofe artful impoftors to beftow on it a divine origin.

Their dodors are divided intu three clafles : one teaches. how the univerfe and the

gods were formed, but their fyftem refls on fable and not on reafoning. The others,
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whom they call illummat! conciliate* all embarrafltng difficulties, and contradi£lofy

maxims.
The new do£lrine eftablifhed the eternity of the heavens and fixteen terreftrial

worlds, in the higheft of which they enjoyed pleafures unalloyed : thefe worlds

decayed and were renewed, and they reckon eighteen thoufand years from the creation

of the prefent earth. They admit a hell ; but the priefts never mention the puniOi*

ments that are there prepared for the wicked, that they may not (hock timid and
corrupt men. Polygamy is the reward they hold out to the rich in the other world ;

but as this doftrine is not favourable to the women, they believe that thofe who have

lived well will be changed into men. This reward they alfo promife thofe who
enrich them, and aflure them they fhall have as many wives as can be bought for

the money they devote to alms.

The priefts, fubjeSed by law to continence, confole themfelves with the perfuafion,

ihat after their death they fhall have the power to create as many women as they choofe,

and to difpofe of them at their own pli^afure. It is with the idea of glutting their

lubricity, that they praftife continence during their lives j and they conUder that as a

crime on earth; which will be a virtue in heaven. Their convents, which are fchools

of debauchery, are filled with men taken from the dregs of fociety ; and proud of the

dignity of the office, they exadl a refped, that the head of the nation cannot refufe

them without danger. Their cells are feparated the one from the other ; that of

their fuperior is magnificently furnifhed ; gold and filk difplay all that luxury can

produce : feated on a brilliant throne, he receives the homage of his fubalterns and
proftrate devotees.

1 fhall not. enter into a detail of the regimen, as I fhould be obliged to repeat what

has been faid of the Talapoins ; but fhall mention certain pradices which feem to juftify

the opinion of thofe who pretend that chridianity was in its infancy eilabliflied among
thefe people.

The fourteenth of every month, they are obliged to afTeinble to make a public

confefTion of their faults. An humble avowal obtains abfolution, and as the reparation

is not painful relapfes are frequent. They alfo make great ufe of holy water. Ihey
attribute to it great efficacy in curing the moft obflinate dif'eafes : the priefts, who
make it an article of tradej, exchange it for precious liquors. Their altars are decked

with flowers, and lighted with numerous flambeaus : they have alfo chaplets, which

ferve the ignorance of thofe who cannot read their hymns and prayers. The beads

are fometimes diamonds or rubies.

They have alfo their Eafler, and their jubilee ; during thefe folemnlties, they re-

frain from work, and this time of reft is profaned by debauch. Preachers mount the

roftrum, from whence they inculcate pure and ftrid maxims, which find plenty of

tranfgrefTors. The rich purchafe difpenfations : the avaricious priefts only grant them
for a time, and when that is expired they muft renew their leave to traufgrefs.

None but the poor fliould defpair of eternal felicity : all the rich pay their impoftors

liberally.

The kingdom of Camboya is only known to a few travellers, who, after having

vifited it for a fhort time, have given us very uncertain accounts of it. This country,

defended by a chain of mountains, is watered by a large river which crofTes it. Its

vicinity to the line renders the air extremely hot, and to foften the burning heats

tliey only inhabit the fides of rivers or lakes : the navigators fufter much from the

oroublefomenefs of gtuts.

This
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This country, one of the moft fertile in India, produces wheat, and rich harvefts of

rice, vegetables of a fuperior quality, and very fine oil. Befides neceflary producj

tions, they have excellent fiigar and indigo, which the inhabitants prepare with much

Jnduftry. The fields are covered with trees, the branches of which bend under the

load of fruit. Japan wood, fandal and eagle wood, abound in the plains, and forefts.

All kinds of medicinal drugs, opium, and camphor, are among the molt plentiful

produftions of the country. The mountains contain an exceeding tranfparent cryftal.

This fortunate land produces amethyas, hyacinths, rubies, topazes, chryfohtes,

agates, milk-ftones, and blood-ftones : raw filk and ivory are extremely cheap. Aa
o* of five hundred weight only cofts a crown, and you have one hundred and forty

pounds of rice for four pence. Elephant and tiger hunting is permitted to every one,

and in the forefts are lions and moft wild beafts, which only feem to delight m the

deferts of Africa.
ec a c

The coafts which are one hundred and forty leagues in extent, only afford five or

fix ports, where veffels may be in fafety. The moft celebrated is oppofite to Siam ;

where the greateft trade is carried on in lacker, gum, and elephants' teeth. The port

of Pontameas attrafted numerous foreign veffels ; but its trade has wholly fallen, fince

it was ravaged by the Siamefe in one thoufand feven hundred and feventeen. The

other ports are little known. . .

The fea which feparates this kingdom from that of Siam is ftrewed with an infinity

of fmall iflands, which makes the navigation dangerous. The two largeft, though

fertile, have been changed into deferts, becaufe the pirates who infeft this fea earned

off from the inhabitants the produce of their labour and induftry.

It would be eafy to form an advantageous eftablifhment in the ifland of Quadrol,

where there are many fandy bays, in which nature has formed ports. There is alfo a

clufter of eight iflands, where the anchorage is fafe. Pulocondor is the only one in-

habited : the French call it the Ifle of Orleans. It is only three leagues in length

and one and a half broad : the port is commodious, and the anchorage eafy. The

fea abounds with all kinds of filh, and particularly turtles, the fliells and oil of which

are a confiderable objeft of commerce. It is the country of monkies and lizards ;

fome are hideous and entirely covered with fcales ; their bite is death : others have the

feet and hands armed with claws ; their tail, feven or eight feet long, is triangular

:

theur flefli is good to eat. There are alfo flying fquirrels, and rats with ears like thofe

of a man. Meft of the trees are odoriferous ; that which yields the gum, has its

bark and leaves very much refembling the chefnut tree : there are many wild trees,

which afford fruits beautiful to the eye, but of an infipid and often a dangerous tafte.

A botanift might there make an abundant harveft of plants unknowa m other

climates.

There is only one village, which fometimes reckons four hundred inhabitants, and

which is often deferred, becaufe they fix every where that they can fupply their wants.

It is to this ifland that the Cochin-Chinele banifli the Chriftians. The Enghfli made

themfelves mafters of it, and eftabliflied a fiidory there in one thoufand feven hundred

and two. The governor had taken fome Macaflars into his pay, with a promife ot

difcharging them at the end of three years. He broke his promife, and detained them

to ftrengthen his infant colony : this infraftion fliould have created diftruft : he fergot

that his example authorized them to betray him ; in faft, thefe barbarians, although

leligious obfervers of treaties, thought themfelves entitled to revenge, and in one

Bight all the Englifli were maffacred, _.
Ine
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The kingdom of Caintoya is inhabited by Portuguefe, Japanefe, Cochin-Ciiincfo,

and Ma!:iys ; fom « of which are tranficnt traders, and others have fixed their rcfidcnctJ

thcro. The Torfuguefc have no pricfts, and their rdigion is a medley of idolatry and
Chrilliarity. '1 hty live on a moderate penfion allowed them by tho Kin;:j, and by
hunting. The men are well made, and the women very handfonie ; but their want
of modefty deprives tijcm of all the advantages they miglit derive from their charms.
This people nevi.r cxpofe thcmfelves to the dangers of the fea, to acquire riches ; but
they bcliold fliips of all nations enter their ports, to purchafe the fuper-abuiidant pro-

diK^tio!is of ihcir foil. They obtain there much gold, and linens as fine as thofo made
in Holland : their needle-work is very much efleemed. •

The religion is nearly the fame as that of Siam. They admit many celeftial dwel-
lings for the fouls freed from their bodies : in fome they qualF delicious liquors, and
focd on the mofl cxquifue meals, and every pleafure awakens the fcnfes and prevents

dofire ; women, always young and beautiful, return the paflions they infpire. There
is ai^other heaven referved for the folitary I'alapoins, who lived ftrangers on the earth ;

their happinefs confiAs in a (late of infenfibility, which is a kind of annihilation, which
nppears to be a ravifhing enjoyment to this lazy people. la the higheft heaven refide

the gods, and thofe diftingiiifhed men who, imitators of their virtues, fliarc their hap-

pinefs. They alfo admit of thirteen hells, into which the wicked are cad, according

to the degree of their crimes.

Their clergy is numerous, and divided into feveral clalTes, the firft of which ufurps

the precedence of the King himfcif ; thofe of the fecond walk, his equals ; and as they

arc pcrfuadcd they participate in the perfedions of divinity, they pay them religious

worfliip, though the greater part of them are born in the moft abjedt (late. They
have a chief, who is ftyled King of the prieds, and who, within a certain dillrid, pof-

lefles all the authority and privileges of one.

There are two orders of nobility. From the firft are taken the governors of cities

and provinces, the minifters and judges : they are diftinguilhed by their gold box

;

thofe of the fecond order only carry a filver one.

The king is abfolutely defpotic : he difpofes at pleafure of the property of his fubjefts,

or rather of his flaves. Children have no right to the inheritance of their father ; and
>vhat the defpot deigns to leave them is looked upon as a condefcending bounty. A
country ruled with an iron fceptre is never very populous : though this kingdom is

very extenfive, they can fcarcely mufter thirty thoufand warriors. This little King is

as proud and luxurious as the greatell monarchs of Afia ; and the idea of an imaginary

greatnefs fometimes makes him infolent to ftrangers.

The country of Campa has but little coaft, yet many ports and commodious bays.

Travellers have never penetrated into the interior of the country : they know no other

city than Feneri, where the King had his refidence, before the country was under the

•dominion of the Cochin-Chinefe, who flying from the tyranny of the Tartars, were re-

ceived by a people of whom they are become the mailers.

Their arms are the mulket, pike, and fabre, which they ufe with much dexterity.

TTiey are gentle and affable, particularly to ftrangers. There is the utmoft fubordina-

tion among them, from the King to the loweft fubjeft. The legiflature is fevere, and
the flightcft fault never goes unpuniflied. ITie common people muft never have any
filver, and whoever (hould be convided of having kept any would be feverely punilhed.

Gold is an article of trade, and they only ufe copper money. All the employments

are (old, and according to their price they beftow confequence: he who has ex-

haufted
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haufted his fortune to purchafe an employment foon repairs his lofles by extortions,

which remain unpuniflied, in order not to frighten thofe who would purchafe thcfe

places.

Freedom of worfhip is tolerated by law ; but the moft part are difclples of Mahomet
or Confucius : there are alfo idolutors, fome of whom adore reptiles and the vileft of
animals ; others only acknowledge the fun and moon, as the authors of nature. The
Mahometans of this country have relaxed from the feverity of the maxiins prefcribed

by the alcoran : they eat pork without fcruple ; and, outraging the rights of hofpitality,

they unblulhingly proftitute their wives to (trangers. They only referve their legiti-

mate wife, whom they cannot repudiate, unlefs convifted of adultery.

The Chinefe go there every year with tea, china, filk, and different articles, which
they exchange for odoriferous woods, and gold, which is much finer than that of

China.

There is no country has more commercial relations with Siam than Cochin-China,

which fignifies weftern China, a name given it by the Portuguefe to diftinguifli it from
Cochin. It is of cafy accefs ; the ports are numerous and comr»odious, and there are

as many as four-and-twenty fathoms in the bays. The country is very populous, and
full of cities and towns, which may be attributed to its fertility, for which it is indebted

to conftant and regular inundations, which, when they retire, leave a fediment which

enriches the lands j and the heat of the lun gives the productions a quick maturity and

delicious flavourr There is a tree they call incorruptible, becaufe it never decays either

in the ground or in the water: they make fliips' anchors of it. The mountains

where this tree grows produce eagle wood, the alve, calambcr, and all forts of odori-

ferous woods : the air is filled with the fragrance of flowers and perfumes.

'I'his country contains quarries of all kinds of marble, and many gold mines. The
mhabitants have learnt the art of melting metals from the Chinefe ; but they have

not taught them the method of calling iron in moulds, and making cannon and

mortars.

The largeft and ftropgefl: rhinoceros of India inhabits their mountains. The foot

of the male is half a yard in diameter, and his teeth as much as five yards long.

The interior commerce is confiderable. The fairs, which attraft numerous mer-

chants, are fupplied with goods of every kind. The filk of the countiy is not of the

firft quality ; but fo plentiful, that it is ufed to make nets, cordage, and fails. The
land tortoife furniflies them with oil. Pepper, fugar, honey, and wax, form a confi-

derable branch of trade. The Chinefe and Japanefe had feized all the advantages of

it. Thefe ftrangers arc not fubjed to the laws of the country : they have their own
magiftrates, and they decide all differences which arife among the traders of their own
nation.

The portrait that travellers have drawn of the Cochin-Chinefe has either been the

work of hatred or flattery. The Dutch, who have been ill-treated by them, accufe

them of infidelity in their engagements, of pride, and lying. Others, who 'have been

better received by thoni, praife their affability to Grangers, their candour in trade, and

above all, their love of the rights of hofpitality. Though thefe accounts combat each

other, all modern travellers agree that their manners are as fimple as their drei's.

I'heir mild and peaceable charader prevents them from thofe exceflos, which in a mo-

ment deftroy the merit of feveral years of virtue. Their diflies are fimple, and feafoned

with cleanlinefs. Rice, vegetables, and filh are their only food. Their general drink

is a kind of tea, different from that of China : they alfo mix a fyrup, which they obtain
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from the wood of the calambae, with their water, which gives it a very agreeable

odour ; but they prefer ftrong liquors to wine, which however they ufe in moderation

;

and they never indulge in excefs, except at weddings and folemaities.

Although always dependant on their neighbours, they let their hair grow, as a mark
of their liberty. The great are magnificent and pompous ; they fet off their drefs with

pearls, which they prefer to diamonds. The women only appear veiled ; but when
thoy are faluted, they uncover the face. The doftors, cloathed in black damalk, wear

a mitre on their heads : they never cut their nails nor beard, to fhcw they are lels

anxious to pleafe than to inflrucl.

The houft's have no other ornaments than paintings and fculpture gilt. Their mar-
riages, funerals and fcftivals are the fame as thofe of the Chineie, from whom they arc

defccnded.

The King and all the great oflicers of ftatc, as well as the learned men, follow the

doftrine of Confucius, tranfmitted to them by their anceftors. Thoy hiwe neither

temples nor priefts ; and every one pays a particular worfhip to the great Tkn, The
pt?ople, plunged in the gloom of idolatry, abandon themlelves to the grolTeft fuporfti-

tions. 1 hey have their bonzes, who are divided into feveral dalles : fome of them live

on the produce of the lands and ponds which are afligned them ; others, fubfervient to

a fuperior, live in common on the alms of the people ; and that is a more certain fource

than the limited produt^lion of a field. To judge by the filthinefs of their temples,

the greater part of which are in ruins, it does not feem that the priefts and their fol-

lowers are very much attached to their religion.

Thofe who admit the dogma of metempfycofis make a fcruple of killing the mod
noxious animal or vileft reptile

;
yet by a contradidion, common to error, they facri-

fice hogs to the maiu« of their anceftors and gods. They believe that the fouls that

do not pafs into other bodies, are changed into demons, fylphs, incubufles, and fuc-

cubuflTes. Thus the fear infpired by ihelb evil beings, gives rife to a thoufand imagi-

nary fables.

'I'he axe of the law ftrikes all criminals indifcriminately. The King, a fevere and
incorruptible judge, pronounces their fentence of condemnation. Thofe who repre-

fent him in the |)rovinces are more indulgent, becaufe they are more eafily corrupted.

The woman convicted of adultery is trampled to death by an elephant : the firft theft

is puniflied by the lofs of a finger : the. fecond by that of an ear, and the third by
death. Falfe witnelfes are punifhed according to the weight of the accufation. When
the monarch pronounces his decifions, he is mounted on a fuperb elephant, and thofe

who have petitions to prelent, muft not come within eighty paccS.

This Prince is very rich, becaufe feveral of his neighbours buy his protection at an
exorbitant price. Elephants, wax, and ivory which his own country fupplies, and
the tributes paid him by his proteges in fcontcJ woods and gold duft, open a new
fource of riches. Kefides what he exacts from his tributary Pnnces, he has eftabliflied

a general capitation, and every man, from eighteen to fixty, pays about eightpence

Iterling. This tax is lefs degrading than eight numths labour to which every fubject

and flave is liable. At the death of every polVelfor, he feizes their lands, and only

leaves the children the money and furniture. His revenues arealfo cncreafed by duties

impofed on foreign merchandizes.

The conltitulicm of the kingdom of Cochin-China is wholly military. Their arms
arc the mulkir, the bow, and dagger. Their exercil'e is perlorme.l in filence. Tiic

chief directs all their evolutions by the motion of his Itali": and if he neglects his

dutv, he is reduced to the rank of a common fuldier. .
.
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The court of the monarch difplays all the pomp of Afia. The firft dignities of the

ftate are entrufted to eunuchs. 1 ne prefumptive heir of the throne, has always the

command of the naval force, and his private j.;uard confifts of five thoufand men.

His younger brother is generalifllmo of the land forces, and has two thoufand foldicrs

for a guard. There is always a (landing army to prevent revolts.

Crimes againft the Royal Majefty are crutlly ptmiflied. The criminal is tied to a

(lake, and every foldier cuts oil a piece of his flefli, till he is made a perfect Ikeleton.

The icverily of punifhments in a nation (hews their inclination to crimes. The law

propofes to frighten by the (lievv of vengeance, and it often only fervcs to heighten

their ferocity.

The foldiers are cloathed in fatin, and the officers in gold or filver velvet.

There are mihtary fchools, in which children are educated at the public cxpence.

They have filk robes, and other appurtenances which flatter their vanity, bedoweJ on

them as rewards for diilinguifhing theml'elvcs. Thofc who neglect their leiTons are

cloathed in liuen.

fi;n-|i
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AN

ACCOUNT OF COCHIN-CHINA,

IN TWO PARTS.

THE FIRST TRFAT8 OF THK THMTORAL STATE OP THAT KINGDOM;
THE SiiCONU, OP WHAT CONCidRNS TUli Sl'IRlTUAL*

WRITTIN IN ITALIAN

By the R. E. Christophfr Rorrc, a Milanese, of the Society of Jesus,

VVliu wa» oiic of the full Miflioiiarics in ihut KiiigJum *.

TO THE READER.

THIS account is fo fliort, it requires not much preface, or, to fay the truth, any at

all ; a little time fufticiiig the curious to inform himfelf of the value and contents of

it. Who the author was, appears by the title, and what the caufc of his going into that

kingdom, his profeflion and only bufmefs being to preat 'i ChrilUanity to the infidels :

he lived five years among them, and learned their lari^uagc to perfedtion ; and there-

fore his relation is not like thofe of travellers, who jull pafs through a country ; or

merchants, that touch at ports upon the bufinefs of trade, and confcquently deliver

very fabulous accounts, cither to make their travels the more furprifing, or for want
of knowing better, taking things upon hcarl'ay, and not underftanding their language

to get certain information. This father, on the contrary, frequently converfing with

all forts of people, and having a fettled refidencc there for years, had the opportunity

of knowing what he wrote. He gives the defcription of the kingdom, a confiderable

part whereof he travelled over : he fpeaks of its produQ, which he had the benefit

vf for fuftenance and cloathing : he tells us the temper and feafons of the air, which
he feveral times felt : he relates the inundations which he often faw : he pvea an
account of their fefts, which he learned from their priofts, or Omfaiis, wh' .> Hi.-- rua*

verted to Chriflianity : he fets down the power ana government of the ?:i/ij'!' m

which he could be no Aranger to, being familiar with feveral men in greii • 'u'oriiy .

and, to conclude, he particularizes how far the Chriflian faith has been there propa-

gated, which he well knows, as having been himfelf a labourer in the vineyard for

the firfl five years ; ;hid after that, receiving it from thofe that fucceedcd him. In

fine, the relation is cus is, though Ihort, and feems to carry all the air of truth

imaginable, befidcs tlie g. ul approbation it has always received ij) all parts, which
is the greatcll ccinrau''.'jii3^ that Ca;i be given it.

ChurchiU'c Call. vol. ii.
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I
PART I.

OF THE TEMPORAL STATE Of fllE KINGDOM OV COCHIN-CHIMA.

CHAP. I.— Of the Name, S'ltttatiorty and Extent of this Kingdom.

COCHIN- CHINA, fo called by the Portuguefe, is by the natives culled Anam,
fi^-nilving a weftern country, becaufe it lies weft of China ; tor whikh fame reafon

iiv,! J i;-iii T: in their language give it the name of Cochi, fignifying the iame as

Aram, in the Cochi-Chinefe language. But the Portuguefe, having by means of the

Japinefe been admitted to trade in Anam, of the Japanefe word Cochi, and this other

wciJ China, compounded the name Cochin-China, applying it to this kingdom, as

if they called it Cochin of China, the better to diftinguifli it from Cochin the city

in India, inhabited by the Portuguefe : and the reafon why, in the maps of the world,

wl generally find Cochin-China fet down under the denomination of Cauchin-China,

or Cauchina, or the like, is no other but the corruption of the rig rit name, or that

the authors of thofe maps would fignify that this kingdom was 1*10 beginning of

China.

This kingdom on the fouth borders upon that of Chiampa, in el ven degrees of

north latitude, on the north fomewhat inclining eaftward with Tunchi n ; on the eaft

is the Chinefe fea, and on the weft north-weft the kingdom of Lais.

As to its extent I flrall here fpeak only of Cochin-China, which is par of the groat

kingdom of Tunchim, ufurped by a King who was grandfather to him now reigning

in Cochin-China, who rebelled againft the great King of Tunchim : fo- as yet the

Portuguefe have traded only in this province, and here only the fathers < f the fociety

have been converfant in order to introduce Chriftianity : yet at the end of rhis account,

I ftiall difcourfe concerning fome particulars of Tunchim, where our fathers got footing

fmcc my return into Europe.

Cochin-China extends above a hundred leagues along the fea, reckoniDj^ from the

kingdom of Chiampa, in the aforefaid eleven degrees of north latitude, 10 the gulf of

Ainam, in the latitude of feventcen degrees or thereabout, where the Kin^ of Tun-
chim's dominions begin. 'I'he breadth is not much, being about twenty mil s, all the

country plain, ftjut up on the one fide by the fea, and on the other by a ridge ofmoun-

tains inhabited by :he Kemois, which fignifies a favage people ; for though they are

Cochin-Chinefe, yet they no way acknowledge-cr fubmit to the King, keepii
i in the

fuilnellesof the uncouth mountams, bordering on the kingdom of Lais.

Cochin-China is divided into five provinces ; the firft, bordering on Tunchin , where

this King refides, is called Sinuva j the fecond Cachiam, here the Prince, the King's

Ion, rcfides and governs *, the third Quamguya ; the fourth Quignin, by the Portu-

guefe called Pullucambi j aiad the fifth, confining on Chiampa, is Renran.

»S
CHAP.
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CHAP. II.— Of the Climate and Nature of the Country of Cochin-China.

THOUGH this kingdom, as has been faid, lies between eleven and feventeen degree*

of north latitude ; hence it follows of courfe, that the country is rather hot than

cold, and yet it is not fo hot as India, though it be in the fame latitude, and within the

torrid zone. The caufe of the diflference is, becaufe in India there is no diflindion of
the four feafons of the year, fo that the fummer lafts there nine months without inter-

iiiiiHon, without feeing fo much avS a cloud cither day or night, and therefore the air

is continually, as it were, inflamed with the great rcfledion of the fun beams. The
other three months are called winter, not becaufe there is any want of heat, but

becaufe at that time it generally rains day and night j and though to appearance fuch

continual rains Ihould naturally cool the air, yet they falling in the three months of

May, June, and July, when the fun is in its greateft elevation, and in the zenith of

India, and no winds blowing but what are hot, the air continues fo inflamed, that

fomctimcs the heat is more intenfe than in fummer, when for the nioft part there

are pleafant winds blowing from the fea, which cool the ground, wherewith, if

Almighty God did not relieve thofe countries, they would be uninhabitable.

But Cochin-China enjoying the diftinclion of the four feafons, though not in fo

perfcft a manner as Europe, is much more temperate ; for though its fummer, w hich

comprehends the three months of May, June and July, be violently hot, becaufe it

lies within the torrid zone, and becaufe the fun is then in its zenith, yet in September,

Oftober, and November, the autumn feafon, the heat ceafes, and the air becomes very

temperate by the continual rains, which at this time ufually fall upon the mountains of

the Kemois, whence the waters running down in abundance fo flood the kingdoni,

that meeting with the fea they feem to be all of a piece. The inundations during

thefe three months, for the molt part happen once a fortnight, and lafl three days

at a time. They ferve not only to cool the air, but to fertilifo the earth, making
it fruitful and abundant in all things, but particularly in rice, which is the mofl: com-
mon and univerfal food of the kingdom. During the other three winter months,

which are December, January and February, there are cold northerly winds, bringing

cool rains, and fo fuflicicntly diflinguifliing the winter ironi other feafons. ToconcUidt',

in March, April, and May, the efiecls of fpring appear, all things being green and
bloflbming.

Now fince we have fpoke of thefe inundations, I will not conclude this chapter

without firft obferving fomc cir.iofities that occur from them.

'J'he firll one is, that all men in general wifh for them, not only that they may
cool the air, but much more for the fertilizing of the o;u-th ; for which rcafoii, as loon

as they appear, all the people are fo pleafed and joyful, that they exprefs it by viliting,

fealling, and prefenring one another, all of them crying,, and often repeating, " daden

hit, daden lut ;" that is the inundation is come, it is here ; and this is done by perfons

of all degrees, even to the King himfelf.

And as the inundations often come fo unexpectedly, that very often when they do

not think of it at night, they find thomfelves the next morning furroundcd with water,

fo that they cannot go out of their houfes, throughout the wliole kingdom, as has

been fiiid ; hence it is that abundance of cattle are ilrowned, for want of time to

retire to the mountains, or higher ground . Vor this reafon there Is a pliafatU fort

of law throughout the kingdom, which is, that if any oxon, goats, fwine, or other

bealts are drowned, the owner lofes them, and they belong to him that firfl takes.

1 them.



AN ACCOUNT OV COCHIN-CHINA. 775

degrees.

)t than

thin the

i^ion of

It inter-

thc air

. The
eat, but

ice fuch

onths of

:enith of

ed, that

rt there

;with, if

lot in fa

r, which
ecaufe it

ptembcr,

mes very

intains of

vingdonv,

IS during

irec days

, making
ft coin-

months,

jringiiig

oncUuU',

roen and

s chapter

icy may
as loon

vi filing,

" dadcn

pcrions

they do

th water,

, as has

time to

al'ant fort

or other

rft takes,

thetn.

them, which caufes much fport and jollity ; becaufe when the lut happens they all go
out in boats to feek the drowned cattle

;' upon which they afterwards fcaft and treat

one another. .,,..

Nor are the younger fort without their paftime ; for there being in thofe fields of rice

an infinite number of rats, their nefts filling w ith water, they are forced to fwim out and
get upon the trees to fave themfelves ; and it is pleafant to fee the boughs loaded with

rats, like fruit hanging on them. Then do the boys run out in their boats, ftriving to

outdo one another in fliaking the trees, that the rats may fall and be drowned ; which

childilh paftime is wonderfully beneficial to the country, delivering it from thofe mif-

chievous creatures, that otherwife by degrees would devour all the harveft.

In ftiort, the lut caufes another confiderable advantage, which is, that it affords every

body the opportunity of furniftiing his houfe with all neceffaries ; becaufe the country

being all navigable during thefe three days, commodities are very eafily conveyed from
one city to another, and therefore then are held the greateft fairs and markets, and with

a greater concourfe of people than at any other time in the year. Then alfo it is that

they lay in provifion of wood to burn and build, bringing it from the mountains in

boats, which by this means come into the ftreets and hito the very houfes, built for this

purpofe upon high pillars, that water may have free paffage, the people ftill living

during that time in the upper floors ; to which it would be furprifing if the lut fliould

ever rife, they being built according to the fituation of the place, to fuch a height as

they know by long experience is fufiiciently above the waters.

CHAP. III.— 0/ the Fruitfulncfs offje Country.

IT is an eafy matter to conceive the fertility of Cochin-China, by the advantages

accruing from the lut
; yet we will mention fome other particulars relating to it. The

lut leaves the land fo fruitful, that rice is gathered three times a year in fuch great

plenty and abundance, that there is nobody will work for gain, all perfons having

enough to live on plentifully.

There are great quantities of fruit of fevenl forts all the year round ; and they are

the fame w ith thofe in India, Cochin-China being within the fame climate. But to come
to particulars ; the oranges there are bigger than ours in Europe, and very full ; the

rind of them is thin, tender, and fo well tafted, that it is eaten with the juice, which has

a pleafant rclifti like lemons in Italy.

There is a fort of fruit which the Portuguefe call bananas, and others Indian figs ;

thoxioh, in my judgment, the name of a fig is neither proper to thofe in India, nor in

Cochin-China, becaufe neither the tree nor fruit has any rcfemblance with our figs ; the

tree being like that v\ e call Indian wheat, but higher, and the leaves fo long and broad,

that two of them would ferve to wrap a man in quite round, and from head to feet.

Hence fome have taken occafion to lay, that this was the tree in paradife, with the'

leaves whereof Adam covered himfelf. This tree at the top produces a clufter of

twenty, thirty, or forty of tliefe bananas together ; and each of them is in fiiape, length,

and thickni'fs of an indillerent citron in Italy. Before the fruit is ripe the rind is green,

but afterwards yellow as the citrons are. There is no need of a knife to pare this

fruit, for the rind comes olf as we (hell bears. This fruit has a moll fragrant finell

;

the pith or flefli of it is yellow and firm, like that of a bcrgamot pear when lull ripe,

that melts in the mouth : by this it appears to be no way like our fig, except in the

tafte and fwcetnefs. There is another fort of them which is only eaten roafted, and

with wine; the fiem dies every year, when it has produced the fruit, and leaves a
younjj
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young fprout at the foot, which grows up againft the next year. That which in Italy

they call an Indian fig, is nothing like the plant or fruit of this banana we now fpeak of;

nor in this which we have in Italy called an Indian fig in thofe parts. This fruit is

common throughout all India. There is another fort in Cochin-China, that is not

found in China nor India : it is as big as the largefl; citrons we have in Italy ; fo that

one of them is enough to fatisfy a man. Thefe arenourifliing, very white within, and

full of black round feeds, which chewed together with the white fubftance, are of a
delicious talle, ai>d a good medicine againft the flux.

There is another fruit in Cochin-China, which I have not feen in any other country

of India, and this they call can ; the outward form and nature of the rind ia like our

pomegranate ; but within it contains a fubftance almoft liquid, which is taken out and
eaten with a fpoon, the tafte is aromatic, anJ the colour like that of a ripe medlar.

They have another peculiar to the country that grows and is like our cherries, but

taftes like raifins, and is called gnoo.

There are alio melons, but not fo good as ours in Europe, nor are they eaten without

fugar or honey. The water- melons are large and delicate.

There is a fruit called giacca, which is common to the other parts of India, but much
larger in Cochin-China : it grows on a tree as high as the walnut or chefnut, and has

much longer prickles than the jubcb. It is as big as a very large pompion in Italy, fo

that one of them is a man's load : the outer rind is like that of a pine-apple, but foft

and tender within. This fruit is full of certain yellow round kernels, like a fmall piece

of coin that is round and flat ; and in the middle of every one of them is a ftone that is

thrown away. 'I'herc are two forts of this fruit ; one in Portuguefe is called giacca

barca ; the ftone of this is thrown away, and the pulp is ftift": they do not take out the

ftone of the other, nor is the pulp hard but foft as glue ; both thefe in tafte fomevvhat

refemble that delicious fruit called the durion, whereof we ftiall fpeak next.

This durion is one of the moft delicious fruits in the world, and only found in Ma-
laca, Borneo, and the adjacent iflands. The tree differs little from the giacca laft men-
tioned, and the fruit itfelf is like it without, and that refembles the pine-apple, even in

the hardnefs of the rind. The meat within is very white about the bone, to which it

fticks like glue, and taftes very like our mangiare bianco (a dainty among the Italians).

This meat and liquor is divided into ten or twelve little apartments, in each of which
the flefh and moifture is about its ftone, which is as big as a large chefnut. And it is

to be obferved, that when they break open tlie ftiell of this fruit there comes from it an
ill fcent, like that of a rotten onion, all the fubftance within remaining of a moft fsveet

and incxprclnble flavour ; rofpecling which I will relate what happened in my prc-

fence : a prelate arrived at Malaca, and one there opened a durion before him to give

him a tafte ; the prelate was fo ollended at the naufeous fmell that came from it when
broke, that he would not tafte it by any means. Being afterwards fet down to dinner,

they gave the reft of the company mai-.giare bianco, but on this prelate's plate they laid

ihe white I'ubftance of this fruit, which is Id like the mangiare bianco, that he coukl not

dillinguifh the difllrcnce by the light. The prelate tafted it, and thought it fo much
more delicious than ufual, that he alked what cook dreflfed it fo rarely ? Then he that

had invited him to dinner, Imiling, told him it was no other cook but God himfelf, who
had jmuluccd that fruit, which was the very durion he would not tafte. The prelate

waslo aftonifhed that he thought he could never eat enough ; and they are fo dear, that

even at Malacca, where they grow, they fometimes coit a crown a piece.

C'ochin-(!hiiia abounds in auother fort of fruit, by the I'ortuguefe called ananas;

which, thoi'gh it bccgiiuuon to all India and Bra^jil, yet bccaufc I have not found it

well
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•well defcribed by thofe that have written of it» I would not pafs It by. This fruit does

tiot grow on a tree, nor from a feed, but on a ftalk, like our artichokes^ and the Qem
and leaves are much like thofe of the thiftle or artichoke. The fruit is like a cylinder,

a fpan long, and fo thick that it requires both hands to grafp it. The pulp within is

clofe and like a radifli, the rind fomewhat hard, fcaly like a filh. When ripe it is

yellow both within and without, is pared with a knife, and eaten raw, the taftc of it a
•fliarp fweet, and as loft as a full ripe bergamot pear.

There is befidcs in Cochin-China a fruit peculiar to that country, which the Portu-

{^uefe call areca. 'J1ie trunk of it is as ilraight as a palm-tree, hollow within, and
produces leaves like thofe of the palm, only at the top among thefe leaves there grow
ibme fmall boughs, which bear the fruit, in Ihape and bignefs like a walnut, green

without jult as the nut is ; within it is white and hard like a chefnut, and has no tade at

all. This fruit is not eaten alone, but is wrapped up in leaves of betle, well known in

India, which are like our ivy-leaves iu Europe, and the plant itfelf clings to trees like

the ivy. Thefe leaves are cut in pieces, and in them they wrap a bit of areca, each of

of them making four or five morfels ; and with the areca they put fome lime, which is

not there mad . of ftone as in Europe, but of oyfter-lhells ; and as among us there are

cooks and caterers, &c. ib in Cochin-China there is one in every family whofe bufmefs

is to wrap up thele morfels of areca in betle, and thefe perfons being commonly women,
are called betleres. They fill their boxes with thefe morfels, and chew them all day,

not only when they are at home but when they are walking or talking, at all times and

in all places, never fwallowing but fpitting them out when they are well chewed,

retaining nothing but the relilh and virtue of it, which wonderfully comforts the (lomach.

Thefe morfels are fo much in ufe, that when a perfon goes to make a vifit he carries a

box full of them, and prefently offers fome to the party vifited, who puts it into his

mouth ; and before the vifitor departs, he that is vifited fends to his better woman for

a box of the fame, and prefents it to the vifitor to return his kindnefs ; and thefe mor-

fels muft be dill making. There is fo much of this areca ufed, that the greatell

revenues of that country come from the fields of it, as among us of olive-gardens, and

the like.

Tobacco is alfo ufed there, but not fo much as betle. The country alfo abounds in

all forts of pompions, and fugar-canes. The European fruits are not yet come thither ;

but I believe grapes and figs would take very well. Our herbs, as lettuce, endive,

colworts, and the like, come up well in Cochin-China, as they do throughout all India :

but they all grow into leaves, without producing any feed, fo that it muft ftill be fup-

plied out of Europe.

There is alfo great plenty of flefh, by reafon of the great multitude not only of tame

cattle, as cows, goats, fwine, buffaloes, and the like ; but of wild, fuch as dcor, much
bigger than thofe of Europe, wild boars, &c. ; and of hens, both tame and wild, of

which fort the fields are full, turtles, pigeons, ducks, geeio, and cranes, which are •

favoury enough ; and, in ihort, other forts, which we have not in Europe.

Their lilhery is very great, and filh lb 'delicious that, though 1 have travelled fo

many countries, I do not think I have met w ith any to be conipart'd to/that of Cochin-

Chhia. And the country, as was laid before, lying all along upon the fea, there are fo

many boats go out a-fiftiing, and they bring in fo much filh to ail parts ot the kingdom,

that it is really very remarkable to fee the long rows of people- continually carrying tifli

from the Ihore to the mountains ; which is duly done every day for four hours beforu'

fun-rifing. And though generally among the Cochin^Chinele filh is more valued than

liefli, yet the chief realun why they apply theml'clves ib much to fifliing is to furuifh
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thcmfelTes vrith a kind of (kuce, which they call bahchiam, vihkh. is macle of Mt-Htk
macerated and deeped in water. This is a ftunp liquor, not unlike mufiard, whereof
every body lays in fuch flope, that they fill barrels and tubs of k, as many in Europe
lay in their Aocks of wine. 'I^i« oi itfelf is no food, but fcrves to iharpen the appetite

to the rice, which they cnnnot eat witliout it. For this reafon, though rice be the

general and inoft common fuftenance in Cochia-China, tbere muft be vaA qoantities 9k

balachiam, u ithout which it is not eaten, and confequently there is continual fifliu^

There is no lefs plenty of Wlelt-ftfh, oyfters, and other produft of the fea, efpecially of

one fort, which they call cameron. (I fuppofe this to be the Fortuguefe word came-

rano, fignifyinj^ (hrimps or prawns.)

Befides ail this, Providence has fumifhed them with a fort of food fo nire end deli-

cate that, in my 0])inidn, it may be compared to the manna wherewith the chafen people

of God wei-e fed in the deiart. This is io peculiar to Cochin-China, that it is no
where elle to be found : and I will give an account of what I know of it by experience,

and not by hear-fay, having feen and eaten of it feveral times.

In this country tl>ere is found a fmall bird like a fwallow, which failens its neft to

the rocks the fea-waves break againft. This Kttle creature with its beak takes up
fome of the foam of the fea, and mixing it with a certain raoiflure it draws from its

own ftoinach, makee a fort of ftime, ch* bituminous fubflaice, which ferves to build its

neft, which, when dry and hardened, remains tranfparent, and of a colour between

green and yellow. The country-people gather thefenefls. and being Cuftened in water,

they ferve to feafon meat, whether fi(h, fleft, herbs, or any fort whatfoever ; and giwe

every thing fo different a relifli, and fo proper to it, as if they had been fealbned wittii

pepper, cinnamon, eloves and the richeft fpice ; this neft abne being enough to feaion

all forts of provifions without fak, oil, bacon or any other addition ; and, ti^refore, E

faid I thought it like marina, which had in it the tafte cd all the moft delicious meats,

except that this is the woHc of a fmall bird, and that wias made by God*B aageis. Such
great ftore of them is found, that I myielf faw ten fmall boats laden with inefts talaea

among the rocks, at not abc^ a mile^ diftance. But they being fo predoiu a^eom*-

modity, the King only deals in them, they being all kept for him ; and his greoiefl

vent is to the King of China, v/ho vahies them at a tugb mte.

They eat no fort of white meats, lookti^ upon it as a iia to milk the cows or other

creatures : and the reafon they give for this nicety is, that milk was by nature appointed

for fuftcnance of the young ones : as if the owner of the young ones couM not di^ufe

of their fuftenance. lliey ««t fome things which we lt>arh and count venomous, as

caineleons, which are here fomewhat bigger than thofe that are fomedmes brougiit

dried up into Italy out of other countries. I faw a friesd buy fome tied together in a

clufter, and lay them upon the live coals, which havmg burnt the ftring, they walked

about gently as they ufed to do till they felt the heat of the fire ; they being of a vio-

lent cold nature refifted awhile, but were at Is^ broiled : my friend took them up,

and fcraping off the burnt fkin with a knife, the flefli remained extraordinary white ;

then he bruifed and boiled them in a certain fort of lauce like butter, and then eat

them as a great dainty, inviting me to partake with him : but I had enough with the

fight of it.

Cochin-China abounds in all other things neceilary for the fupport of human life ;

and in the firft place for cloathing : there is fuch a plenty of filk, that the peafants and
mechanics generally wear it ; fo that I was often pleafed to fee men and women at tiieir

labour, carrying ftone, earth, lime or the like, without the leaft fear of tearing or

(poiltng the rich clothes they bad on. Nor will it be wondered at, when it is mentioned

6 that
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that lh« mftttxcry tycM, wlioTeleavea feed the fiUc worms, grow in vad plains, as

hoiip does amongfii us, aiul run up as fafij fo that in a fow months the worms appear

upon theniv aiMl reed in the open air, fplnning theu- thread at the proper time, and
wmding their bottoms in fuch plenty, that the Cochin-Giinefe have not only enough
for their own ufe, but they fumiih Japan,, and fend it into the kingdom of Lais, whence
it afterwards fpreads a& far as Tibet. This filk is not fo fine and foft, but flronger

and more fobftamial than that of China.

The flniQiH'es the Cochio-Ghinefe ufe of wood, are notHtng inferior to thofe of any
©ther part of the world j for without falfifying, this country has the beft timber in the

univeiite, in the opinion of all that have been there to this time. Among the variety

and multitude of thw trees, there are two that moft ufually ferve for building, and
are fo incoriiuptible, that they do not decay in the leafl;^, either under ground or under
water ; and they are fo folid and heavy, that they do not fwim upon the water, and a

log of them ferves inflead of an anchor to a ihip. Qae of them is black, but not Co as

ebony ; the other is red, and both of them when the bark is taken oiF are fo fmooth

and flcek that they fcarce need any plaining. Theie trees are called tin, and it would
Mtt be deviating much from the truth to &y they were that incorruptible wood w!)ich

Sdomon made ufe of for building the temple : for we know the fcripture gives them
a name much like this, calling them ligna thyina. The mountains of Cochin-China

ave all full of thefe trees, all uraight, of fuch a prodigious height, that they feem to

touch the clouds)) and fo thick that two men cannot fatnom them. Of this timber the

Cochin.Chinefe build their houfes, every man being free to cut down as many as he
pletfes.

The whole fabric of their houfes reds upon high, folid, and well fettled pillars,

between which they place boards to remove at pleafure ; either to exchange them fbr

cane lattices, which they weave neatly, to let in the air in hot weather ; or to leave

a free paflage for the water and boats, at the time of the inundation, as we obferved

aboTe* lliey have alfo a thoufand curious inventions, and ingenious contrivances

«> fet off theiv houfes with carving, and other works on wood, which are a very great

cmament.
Since we have begun to talk of trees, before we proceed upon any other matter, I

will here mendon fomething of a fort of wood, accounted the richeil commodity that

can be carried out of Cachin*-China to other parts ; which is the mod famous wood
called aquila, or eagle-wood, and calamba; which are the fame thing as to the tree,

but differ in their value and virtue. Of thefe trees, which are thick and high enough,

the Kemois mountains are very full ; if the wood be cut off a young tree, it proves

aquila or eagle-wood, and of this there is great abundance, every one cutting as

much as he can : but when the wood is of an old tree, tliat proves calamba ; which

were very hard to be found, had not nature itfclf provided for it, caufing thefe fame

trees to grow on the tops of inacceffible mountains, where growing old without being

expofed to deftruction, fome boughs of them now and theu drop down, breaking oC
eitner for want of moifture, or through age, and are therefore found rotten and

worm-*aten, infinitely exceeding the common aquila or eagle-wood, in virtue and

fweet fcent ; and this is the fo highly valued and famous calamba. The aquila i«

fold by any body, but the calamba belongs only to the King, becaufe of the high

value of its perfume and vurtue. And to fay the truth, it is fo fweet where they gather U,

that fome pieces being prefented to me, by way of experiment, I buried them above

a yard and a half under ground, and yet they difcovered thcmfelves by their frjigrancy.

The calamba where taken, is worth five ducats a pound y but in the port of Cochin-502. China,
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China, where the trade is, it bears a much greater price, and is not fold under fixteeii^

ducats a pound. In Japan it is worth two hundred ducats a pound ; but if there be a
piece big enough for a man*to lay his head on like a pillow, the Japanefe will give

at the rate of three or four hundred ducats a pound : the reafon of which is, becaufe

they inftcaJ of a foft down pillar, when they fleep, lay their head on fome hard thing,

and genoT-ally it is a piece of wood, which every one according to his ability, endea*

vours t-» liave of as great \tfilue as he can ; and a piece of cafembe is looked upon as

a pillow fit for none but a King, or fome great lord. Yet the aquila, though of lefa

price and edeem than the calamba, is fo confiderable, that one (hip's load of it enriches

any merchant foi* ever, antl the bell advantage the King can allow the governor of
Malacca, Is to grant him one voyage of aquila ; becaufe Brahmans and Banians of
India burning their dead with this iweet wood, the confumption of it is continually

vei7 great.

1 o conclude, Cochin-China abounds in rich mines of the moft' precious metaltf^.

efpecially gold ; and to reduce to a few words what might be faid more at large of ths

plenty of this country, I will conclude with that which tne European merchants trading

thither commonly fay of it j which is, that iti fome meafure the wealth of Cochin4
China is greater than that of China itfelf ; and we all know how- rich that country

is in all refpe£ls.

1 ought in this place to fay fomething of the hearts, whereof we before obferved there

was a great variety and numbers in Cochin-China j but that I may not dilate too

much, I will only treat of the elephants and abadas, or rhinocerofes, chiefly found
here ; of which many curious things may be laid, which perhaps very many have nok
heard off.

CHAP.YV.— Of the Elephants and Abadasy or Rhinocerojcs.
' '

THERE are abundance of elephants in the woods of Cochin-China, which they

make no ufc of, becaufe they know not how to take or tame them : therefore they

bring them tame and well taught from Cambogia, a neighbouring kingdom; Thela
are twice as big as thofe of India, the round print of their feet they leave behind them
being not lefs than half a yard diameter ; the two teeth fticking out of the mouthy
vhereof ivory is made, are very often four yards and a half long; that is thofe of the.

males, for ihofe of the females are much Ihorter ; by which it is eafy to compute, how
much thofe elephants of Cochin-China are bigger thim thofe fhewn about in Europe,
whofe teeth arc not above three quarters of a yard long. The elephants live many
years ; and I aflung how old one might be, the driver of it told me, it was fixty

years old before it came from Cambogia, and had lived forty in Cochin-China : and
having myfelf feveral times travelled upon elephants in that kingdom I can relate many
things that will' feem ftrange, but yet are very true.

An elephant generally carries thirteen or fourteen perfons, who are thus difpofed of:

as we lay a fadflle on a horfe, fo they clap a certain machine upon the elephant, which

is like a coach, wherein there are four feats ; it is faftened with chains under the

elephant*s heHy, as a horlb's faddle is girt. The coach has two doors on the fides,

where fix p.'rfons fit, three on a fide, and another behind where there ai'e two more

;

and laftly the nayre, who fupplies the place of a coach n*an, fits over the elephant's

head and guides him. Nor have I travelled in this manner by land only, but very-

often by fea too, crofling arms of it above a mile over; and it is wonderful to any

bodj that knew it not before, to fee fuch a vaft great lump of flefb fwimming under

fucU
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fiich a weight, fo that it looked like a boat rowine. True it is, the bead groaned under
the toil, occafioned by the unreafonable bulk of hjs own body, and the difficulty of
breathing; and therefore to eafe itfelf in that pain, it fucked in water with thn trunk,

and fpouted it out lb. high, that it looked, like fome great whale gliding along the

ocean.

For the fame reafon of its mighty, corpulency, it finds much difficulty in ft6oping

down } and this being abfolutely necelfery for the convenience of pafiengers to get up
to or down from the coach, he does it not but when commanded by the nayre ; and
if when he is kneeling, any one ftops but never fo little, upon ceremony, or any
other account, he rifes up, not having patience to continue in that pofture,, it is fo

painful.

.Nor is it lefs wonderful to behold, how at the nayre'» command he makes, as it

were, a ladder of his limbs for the greater convenience of thofe that are to get up
iqto the coaoh : the firft ftep is his foot, which is high enough ; for the fecond he
turns out the firft joint above the fame foot, diftant enough from the other ; for the

third' he bends his knee i for the fourth his hip-bone, fticking out to that purpcfe ;

smd from whence he that gets up, lays hold of a chain faftened to the coach itfelf,

where he feats himfelf..

By this it plainly, appears how much they are miftaken who fay and write that the

elephant can neither kneel nor bow down j and that the only way to take him, is to

cut the tree he leans againft' to fleep ; for that- falling together with the falfe fupport,

iind not being able to rife, he becomes a certain prey to hmi that lies in wait ; which

is all a fable, though it be true he lies not down to fleep, that being an uneafy

pofture to him as has been faid, but fleeps always ftanding, with a continual agitation

of his head.

Upon occafioaof war or battle, they take off the roof of the coach, whence, as it

were from a tower, the foldiers fight with muflcets, arrows, and fometimes a fmall

piece of cannon, the elephant being ftrong enough to carry it, his ftrength being

anfwerable to all the reft : and I have feen one myfelf, that would carry vaft weigtHs

upon his trunk, and another that lifted up a great piece of cannon with it,, and another

who by himfelf launched ten galliots one after another, taking hold of them very

dexteroufly with his teeth, and fiioving them into the fea. I have feen others pull up
large trees with as>much eafe as. we do a cabbage .

• a lettuce : with the fame eafe they

throw down houfes, levelling whole ftreets whr ^ they are commanded, cither to

do harm to an enemy in war, or to ftop the fu y of the flames upon occafiou of

any fire.

The length of the trunk is proportionable to the height of the reft of his body, fo

that he can take up any thing with it oflf, the ground without ftooping. It is made of

abundance of fmall finews knit together, which makes it fo pliable, that he can take

up the leaft thing, and yet fo ftrong and firm as we have flaewn.

All the body is covered with a rough afli coloured fltin. An elephant's ufual day's

journey is twelve leagues, and his motion has the fame efFeft upon thofe that .are not

ufed to it, as that of a flnp at fea..

I fliall fay nothing nwre wonderful concerning the elephant's docility, or aptnefs

to learn, than what ii generally reported ; by which it will appear there was reafon

to fay, " no beaft was more fenfible than the elephant ;." for it does fuch things as

feein to be the afts of prudence and underftanding. In the firft place, though the

nayre makes ufe of a certain inftrunicnt of iron a yard long, which has a hook at one

end wherewith he ftrikes and punches him, that he may be watchful, and mind what

iTifi
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he bids him to do, yet for the moft part he governs him only by words ; by which it

appears he underftand the language very well ; and fome of them underftanda threo
or four that are very different, according to the fevcral countries they have lived in.

Thus le that I travelled on, feemed to underftand the language of Cambogia, whence
he cai..e, and that of Cochin-China where he was. And who would not admire to
hear the nayre difcourfe with his elephant, tell him the way and road he is to take
what place he is to pafs by, what inn they are to lie at, what they fliall there ftnd

to eat, and in ftiort, give him an exa£k account of all that is to be done during the
journey ; and to fee the elephant perform what he experts front him, as regularly as
any man ot good fenfe could do ; infbmuch that when the elephant foems to have
underftood what place he was to go to, he takes the fhortefl: cut to it, without
!ininding the beaten road, rivers, woods, or mountains, but goes on, not doubting
to overcome all difficulties, as in elFeft he does $ for if any rivers be in the way, he
^ther fords or fwims them ; if woods, he breaks the bows of the trees, puU& them
up whole, or cuts them with a flwrp iron like a fcythe, which for this purpofe is fattened

to the fore part of the top of the coach, wherewith upon occaTion having firft laid old
«f the bouehs, he cuts them with his trunk, and makes bimfelf way, cutting through
the thickeft foreft, where it is eafily known to have been an elt^ant mat madte
the way } and all this he does with great eafe and expedition rn obedience ta the
tiayre.

One only thing that diftuitss this creature, and puts it to great pain is, when a
thorn or fuch like runs into the fole of his foot, which is extraordinary foft and
tender, and therefore he treads verjr cautioufly, when he goes through places where
there may be danger of fuch an acadent. I once went a journey with feven or eight
elephants in company, and heard the nayres every one warn his own beaft, to look
^ut carehiMy where he fet his fbet ; for they were to pafs over a fiindy place about a
mile in length, where thorns grew up among the fand ; upon this intimation all the
elephants held down their heads, and looking out as it wene, for fome fmall thing

thai is loft, they walked that mile very cautioufly, ftep by ftep^ till being told t\mc
was no more to fear, they lifted up their heads, going on as they had! done at firft.

Being come at night to the inn, the nayres fent the elaphants tO' the wood to he^
without taking the coach off their backs j and I aiking why they did' not take it down,
they anfwered, that the elephants fed on the boughs of the trees, and therefore they
left the coach on their backs that they might cut ttiem with that iron we mentioned was
before it. The next day being come where there was no wood, every nayre carried a
large bundle of green boughs for his elephant. I took particular fatisfaftion in

obferving one, who, more nimbly than the reft, laying hold of thofe boughs with his

trunk, l>arkcd them with his teeth, and then eat them up as quick, and with as good
a guft as we would a fig, or any other fort of fruit. Difcourfing the next day with

my fellow travellers, who w ere about twenty, I told him how much I was pleafed to

fee that elephant eat the boughs fo cleverly. Then the nayre, by ordier of the ele-

phant's mafter, called him by hi&name, which was Gnin, he being at fomediftance,

but prefcntly lifted up his head to give car to what was faid to him ;
" RecoUeft,'* faid

the nayre, " that father, the paffenger that looked upon you yefterday when you was
eating ; take fuch a bough as one of them was, and come before him as you did

yefterday." No fooner had the nayre fpokethe words, but the elephant came before

me with a bough in his trunk, fmgling me out among all the company, fhewed it me,
tjarked, and eat it, then inclining himfeif very low, he wont away, as it were la«ghi;ig,

.making figns of joy and fatiafattion ; leaving me full of aftonilhmeBt, to fee that a

beaft
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bead ^fhould be fo apt to underftand, and do what it was commanded. Yet the

elephant is obedient to none but the nayre, or his mafter ; and he will r endure to

fee them get upon ^him ; for if he fhould fee any other pcrfon mount, .lere were
danger that he would throw down the coach with his trunk, and kill him ; and there-

fore when any body is to get up, the nayre generally covers his eyes with his ears,

which are very large and ill fliaped.

If at any time the elephant does not obey fo readily as he fhould, the nayre beats

him cruelly on the middle of his forehead, ftanding himfelf all the while upright on
his head. One time when I was upon him, with feveral others, the nayre beat him
in this manner, land every ftroke he gave him, it appeared as if we (hould have been
all thrown down headlont. Generally they give him fix or feven ftrokes on the

middle of the forehead, cut with fuch force, that the elephant quakes, and yet

bears all patiently. There is only one time when he obeys neither the nayre, nor any
other perfon, which is, wiien on a Xudden he is inflamed with lufl: ; for then, being
quite befide himfelf he bears with nobody, but lays hold of the coach with all that arc

m it, killing, deftroying, and beating every thing to pieces. But the nayre by certain figns

difcovers it a little before it comes on and getting down fpeedily with all the paffengers,

imloads himg taking down the coach, and leaves him alone in fome bye place till that

fury be over j after which, being fenfible ofhis error, and as it werealliamed of himfelf,,

he goes with his head low to receive the blows that are to be given him, thinking

he nas deferved them.

Formerly the elqphants were of great ufe in war, and tthofe. armies were formidable

that carried.great troops of them into the field ; but fince the Portuguefe fomid out

the way of a&ns artificial fireworks to them, they arc raihor hurtful than otherwife ;

.

for not being able to endure thofe fparks of fire whicli get into their eyes, they betake

themfelv«s to fljght, breaking their own armies, killing and confounding all that (land

in their way.

The tame elephant fights wkh only two creatures, which are the wild elephant, and:

the abada, or rbmoceros .; the latter u overcomes, by the firfl; is generally conquered..

"The rhinoceros is a beafl of £bape between a horfe and an ox, but as big as one o£

the fmalleft elephants, covered all over with fcales, as it were fo many plates of ar-

mour. He has but one horn in the middle of the forehead, which iii ftraight and py-
ramidal, and his feet and hoofs .are like thofe of an ox. When I was at Nuocmon,
a dty in ihe province of l^ulucambi, the governor went out to hunt a rhinoceros, that

was in a wood near our dwelling place. He had with him above a hundred men,
fome on foot, and fome on horfeback, and eight or ten elephants. The rhinoceros

came out of the wood, and feeing fo many enemies, was fo far from giving any tokens

of fear, that it furioufly encountered them all ; who opened and making a lane, let

the rhinoceros run through : it came to the rear, where the governor was a-top of his

elephant, waidng to kill it ; the elephant endeavours to lay hold with his trunk, but

could not by reafon of the rhinoceros's fwiftnefs and leaping, and (triving to wound

.

the elephant with its horn. 7'he governor knowing it could receive no hurt, on ac-

count of its fcales, unlefs when ftruck on the lidc, waited till leaping it laid open the

vulnerable part, and calling a dart, dexteroufl) ftruck it through from fide to fide,,

with great applaufe and fatisfadion ot all th? multitude of fpeccators ; who without

any more to do, laid it upon a great pile of wood, and fetting fire to it, leaped and

danced about whilft the fcales were burning and flefh roafting, cutting pieces as it

roafted, and eating them. Of the entrails, that is, the heart, liver, and brain, they

made a more dainty diih, and gave it to the governor, who was upon a rifing ground.

diverting
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diverting hlmfdf with their merriment. I being prefent, obtained the hoofs from tho

governor j vvhicli are looked upon to have the fame quality and virtue, as the clawa

of tlic great bead (or hoof of the elk), and fo the horn w good againft poifon, as

that of ihe unicorn.

CHAP. W.— Of ihe QualitiesfCuJlomji and Manners vf the Cocbin'Chincfe ; of their

Way of living, their Habit and Cures. ",

--i iHj mj vji»uf3 r;i (

THE Cochin-Chinefc are in colour like the Chmcfe ; that is, IticIInTng to ah oUtc-

rolour : I nican thofc that are nearcft the fea ; for thofo up the inland, as far as Ton-
quin, are as white as Europeans. The (hapc of their faces is exa£lly like the Chinefe,

with flat nofes, fmall eyes, but of an indifferent ftature, not fo fhort as t!ie Japanefe,

ncr fo tall as the Chinefe. Yet they are ftrongcr and more aftive than either or them,

and braver than the Chinefe, but are outdone by the Japanefe in one thing, which
is the contempt of life in danger and battle ; the Japanefe feeming to make no account

of life, nor to apprehend the leafl fear of death.

The Cochin-l. hinefe are naturally the moft courteous and affable of all the caftem

nations ; and though on the one fide they vaUic themfclves much upon their va!o\>r,

)et on the other they look upon it as a great fliarne to fuflrr themfclves to be tran^

ported with paflion. And whereas all the other eaftern nations, looking upon ihn;

Europeans as a profane people, do naturally abhor them, and therefore fly from r.s

when we firft come among them : in Cochin-China it happens quite contrary ; for

they ftrive who fliall be neareft us, afk a thoufand queftions, invite us to eat with

them, and in (hort ufe all manner of courtefy with much familiarity and refpeft. So
it happened to me and my companions when wo firft came there, being as it were
among friends of an old (landing. This is a very good difpofition to facilitate the

preaching of the gofpel.

This loving and eafy difpofition is the caufc of much concord airong them, they

all treating one another as familiarly as if fh^/ were brothers or of the fame family,

though they have never known or fcen one another before ; and it would be looked

upon as a moft vile aflion, tf one man eating any thing, though ever fo little fhould

not fhare with all about him, giving every one a bit. They are alfo naturally kind

and free hearted to the poor, to whom it is cuftomary among them never to deny

alms, when alked ; and it would be reputed a great fault to deny it, as if it were due
to them. Thus it happened, that fome ftrangers efcaping from a fhipwreck in a port

m Cochin-China, and not knowing the language to make known their want, but learn-

ing only this word, doii, which fignifies, I am hungiy : when the natives faw ftrangers

a^ their doors, crying out doii, as if the greateft misfortune in the world had befallen

tiiem, every one ftrove to be before another in giving them fomething to eat ; fo

that in a (hort time they gathered fo much provifion, that a fliip being afterwards

given them by the King to return to their country, they took fuch an affedlion to that

cnunJry, whore they found all things for their fuflenancc at fuch an eafy rate, that

not a n an of them would pjo away. So that the captain of the fhip was forced to

drive thorn aboard with many blows and cuts, which he efieftually did, loading the

fliip witli rice they had gafhored only by going about, crying, I am hungry.

But as ready as the Cochin-Chinefie are to give, fo are they as apt, if not more, to

afk fi.<r any thing they fee, fo foon as ever they caft their eye on a thing that is new
to them, and curious, they fay, " fchin mocaii ;" that is, give me one of thefe things

;

'and it is fuch a rudenefc to rcfufe them^ though the tiling be rare and precious, that

5 whofoever
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whofocver fliould do it, would bo ever after looked upon as a vile perfon ; fo that a

man mud either hide, or be ready to give what he ftiews. A Portuguefe merchant
difliking this uncommon cuftom, as not ufed to it, refolved, fince every one alked

of him whatfocver he faw, to do the fame with tliem ; accordiny;ly he came to a poor
fiflicrman's boat, and laying hold of a pannier full of fifli, in the country language

faid to him, " fchin mocaii ;" the honelt man made no anfwer, but gave him all the

pannier as it was, for him to carry home, as ho did, admiring the liberality of the

Cochin-Chineie ; but taking compaflion on the poor filherman he afterwards paid him
the full value of it.

The manner of breeding and civility of the Cochin-Chinefe is more or lefs the

fame with that of the Chinefe, always pundually obfcrving all niceties ; we know thcfe

latter obferve between fuperiors and inferiors, equals, and the refpeft due to old pcr-

fons, ever preferring the eldeft, of what degree foever, and giving them preference

before the younger. Wherefore fome of thofe gentlemen coming often a vifiting to

our houfe, though the interpreter told them that a father we had there, fomewhat
older than the red, was not our fuperior, yet they could never be brought to pay
their refpeft to the young fuperior, before the old man. In every houfe, though ever

fo poor, the Cochin-Chinefe have three forts of feats ; the lirft and meaneft, is a mat
upon the bare floor, on which perfons of equal quality fit, as thofe that are of the

fame family. The next is a low ftool, covered with a very fine mat ; which is for

perfons of better account. The third, is a couch about three quarters of a yard high,

on which only the lords and governors of places fit, or perfons dedicated to the divine

fervice, and on this they always make our fathers fit.

This good nature and civility of the Cochin-Chinefe makes them fo courteous to

ftrangers, '.vhom they allow to live according to their own laws, and to wear what
clothes they pleafe ; and fo they praife their cuftoms and admire their dodlrine frankly,

preferring them before their cwn, quite contrary to the Chinefe, who defpife all but

their own cuftoms and dodrine.

As for their habit, we have before obferved that it is the general cuftom in Cochin-

China to wear filk, it only remains to fpcak of the faftiion of their cloaths. ' To begin

with the women : I think it the moft modeft garb of all India ; for even in the hotteft:

weather, they fufTer no part of the body to be uncovered : they wear five or fix petti-

coats, one over another, all of feveral colours ; the firft reaches to the ground, which

they trail along with fuch gravity and ftate that the tips of their toes are not feen ; the

fecond is half a fpan ftiorter than the firft, the third (horter than that, and fo one

over another, fo that all the feveral colours appear ; and this is the women's habit

from the waift downwards ; for on their bodies they wear doublets checkered of feveral

colours ; over all they have a veil, but fo thin, that though it covers them, yet it is

tranfparent, and flicws all their gaiety with modelly, and makes a beauteous majeftic

appearance. Their hair is loofe, fprcading over their ihnulders, fo long that it reathes

to the ground, and the longer the greater beauty it is reckoned. On their head they

wear fuch a broad cap, that it covers all the face, fo that they cannot fee above four

or five paces before them ; and thefe caps are interwoven with filk and gold, accord-

ing to the quality of the perfon. Ihe women when tnet, are not obliged to any other

return of civility, but to lift up the brims of their caps, fo much as their face may be

i'ccn. The men, inftead of breeches, fwathe thenilelvcs with a whole piece of fluff,

mitting on over them five or fix long and large gowns all of fine filk, and of feveral

colours, with wide fleevos, like thofe of the monks of the order of St. Benedift ; and

tliefe gowns, from the waift ilowawards, are all flafiicd curioufly, fo that as a man
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moves he makes a fliew of all there feveral colours together, and if any wind blows

to lift ilum up, they look like prarocks with their fine feathers fpreud abroad.

They let their hair grow as the women do, down to their heels, and wear the faniu

fort of hats or broad taps. 'I hofe who have any beard, and they are but few, never ci<

it ; being in this like the Chinele, as they are in fullering the nails of their hands to

grow, which iht,' people of note never pare ; this being a mark of diftintlion between

them ai)d the commonalty, who always keep them fliori for the conveniency of their

trades ; whereas the gentry have them i'o long, that they cannot grafp any thing fmall

in tlieir hands. Nor can they approve of our fafhion of cutting our hair and nails

;

being of opinion, that they were given by nature as an ornament to man : fo that fome

dilcourl'e ariling once concerning hair, they ftarted an objedtion, which was not fo eafy

at firll to ."uifwer, laying :
" If the Saviour of the world, whom in your adions you pro-

fcfs yourfclves n imitate, wore hi* hair long, after the manner of the Nazarites, as

you yourfehcs do alFirm, and ihew by your piftures, why do not you do fo too ?"

adding, " that our Saviour's wearing long hair denionftrated it to be the better fafhion."

But .It Lift they were fatisficd with the anfwer we made, that this imitation did not confifl:

in the outward drefs.

The fciiolais and doftors are fomewhat more gravely clad, without fo many colours

and flafties, and thereiore cover all their gowns with one of black dainalk. 'I'hcy alfo

wear a thing like a dole about their necks, and a blue fdk maniple on their arms,

covering their heads with caps made after the manner of mitres.

Both men and women carry fans in their hands, rather for ornament than ufe, and

they are not unlike thofe the women in Europe ufe. For mourning, as we Europeans

ufe black, they wear white. They never uncover their heads in faluting, that beii\g

looked upon as an uncivil aftion : in this they agree with the Chinefe, among whom
that cuftom is reputed fo unmannerly, that to comply with them in this particular,

the fathers of the fociety were lorced to obtain leave of Pope'Paul the Fifth to cele-

brate the holy facrilice of the mafs covered. In (hort, the Cochin-Chinefe wear
neither (hoes nor ftockings, only faving their feet with leather foles fadened acrofs the

toes with filk, like fandals, nor do they think it indecent to go quite barefoot ; and

though going fhod or unfliod (hey are apt to dirty their feet, they value it not, their

being in every houfe at the door of the chief room, a large pan of clean water, in

vhich they wafh their feet, leaving there thofe foles or fandals, and taking them again

when they go away, bccaufe the,y cannot dirty their feet, all the floors being covered

with nuts.

The Cochin-Chinefe not being fo fond of their own cufloms as to defpife thofe of

ftrangers, as the Cliinefe do, our fathers in thofe parts have no occafion to change

their habit, wherein they differ but little from the generality of ail India. They wear

a thin cotton caflbck, which thiy call chingon, .ind is generally blue, without any

cloak, or other upper garment. They have no fltoes, neither after the European

nor country fafhion ; thi? firll they cannot get, becaufe there is nobody knows how to

make them ; and tiie latter thi;y cannot endure, becaufe of the pain it is to any one

that is not ufed to it, to have his toes fpread at a diflance from one another, by the

buttons that faflen th.em on, and therefore they choofe, as the lefs evil, to go quite

barefoot, though it vxpofes them to continual pains in the bowels, efpecially at firfl,

by reafon of the dampnefs of the country, and their not being ufed to it. True it is,

that in time nature complies, and the fkin grows fo hard, that it is no pain to walk

upon floncs or briars. When I returned to Macao, I could not endure (boes, feeling

them a weight and incumbrance to my feet.

The
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Ihc chief fuHenancc of the Cochin-Chincfe is rice ; and it is wonderful, ihat

though tlie country abminds in fleOi, fowl, filh, and fruit, of fo many fcveral forts, yet

when they oat, they firfl fill th( ir Ixlly with rice, and then tallo of other things, as it

were for fafltion's like. They maki' more account of rice than we do of bread, and
that it may not cIok thcni, they oat it alone without any fenlbning of fait, fugar, oil, or
butter, but boiled in lo much water as will keep it from burning, fo >hat the grain

remains whole, only )ftene(i and moillened. For this very roafon that the rice is not

fcafoned, it is the cafier of digiftion, and tlicietore thoA- who live upon rice, as they

do in the Mad, commonly eat it at Icaft four times a-ilay, and a great quantity of it to

fupport nature. The C'.ochin-ChiniTe eat fittuig crols-legged on the groimd, with a

round tabic before them,l)rta(l-higli, uiih mouliliiigs, or adorned with filver or gold,

according to the people's quality or wealth : it is not very large, becaufe the cufloin

is for every man to have one to hinil'elf ; I'o that at a fcall, a,s many guefls as there

arc fo many tables are provided, and tlu- lame is done when th(>y dine privatc;ly
;

only, fomctimes man and wife, or father and fon, will make a (hift with the fame
table. 'I'luy neither ule knives nor forks ; of the lirll they have no need, as every

thing is brought up from the kitchen cut into fmall biis ; the |)laee of the laft is fup-

plied by two little flicks, wherewith they neatly and very readily take up any thing
;

nor have they any needof napkins, for they never t'uul their li.uuih nor touch any thing

with them.

There are frequent invitations among ncighbuirs, and at iliefe entertainments they

provide other forts of difhes than what we have hitherto fpoken of ; lur they make no
account of rice, fuppofing every man has enougli of that at home ; and though he

that treats be never fo poor, he does not come oil" with credit, unlets every gueft's

table be ferved with at leaft an hundred difhes ; and it being the cufbm to invite ail

their friends, kindred and neighbours, there is no feall where there is lefs than thirty,

forty, fifty, fometimes a hundred, and even two huitdred guefts. I was once myfelf

at a folemn entertainment, at which no lefs than two thouiand were feafled, and there-

fore thefc banquets muft be made in the country, that there may be room for fo

many tables. Nor muft any one be furprifed that the tables being fmall, they are

furnifhcd with a hundred difhes at leafl ; for upon thefe occafions they very curioufly

make frames of fugar canes on the table, on which they difpofc of the laid difhes ;

and there muft be in them all the varieties of meat the country produces, as well flefh

as fifh, and butcher's meat as fowl, wild and tame creatures, with all forts of fruit

the lealbn aftords; for if but one were wanting, it would be a great fault in the en-

tertainer, and they would not count it a feaft. The men of quality that are invited

eat firft, being waited on by their chief fervants. When the niaflers have taftcd of

all they like bcft, the principal fervants take their places and eat, being waited on by

the inferior fort ; then thefe fucceed in their places, and becaule all of them are not

able to confume i'uch plenty, and according to cullom all the difhes muft be emptied,

when thefe are fatisfied, then the very meaneft fervants of every great man come in,

and do not only eat their belly full, but put up all the fragments in bags tliey carry for

that purpofe, and carry tlu^n home, where they merrily diviile it among the boys, and

other mean fry, and lb the feaft ends.

(oehin-China produces no grapes, and tlierefirc inflead of wine they drink a liquor

diftdkd froui rice, whicli taites like l)randv, and rei"enil)les it in colimr and liariliuels,

fpirit and brilknels, and they have fucii plentyot'it, that all people in general drink

as much as they will, and are as drunk as peoph; are among us wiili wine. Uraver

5 H 2 peribns
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perfons mix that liquor with fome other water diftilled from calamba, which gives it

a delicious Imell, and is h delicate compofition.

Between meals they drink hot water, wherein they boil the root of an herb they

call chi'a, from which the liquor is named It is cordial, and helps to difpcl humours
from the ftomach, and promote digeftion. The Japanefe and Chinefe ule fuch a fort

of drink, but in China, inftead of the root they boil the leaves of the herb ; and in

Japan a powder made of the fame leaves ; however, the eft'eit is the fame, and they

all call it chia.

Amidll this great plenty of meat, and abundance of provifions, it is incredible how
much hunger and thirft wc Europeans endure ; not fo much for want of food, as be-

caufe we are not ufed to that diet, nature finding a very great want of bread and wine j

and I believe the Cochin-Chinefe would I)e in the fame condition, Ihould they come
into Europe, where they would be deprived of their ufual fiiflenance of rice, though

they had plenty of other delicate provifions. To tliis purpofe, I will not omit to relate

what happened to us with a governor of Cochin-China ; he being a friend of ours,

was invited by us to eat at our houf*, and the more to fliew our affedtion, we endea-

voured to have feveral difhes dreffed for him after the European manner. He fat

down to table, and when wo expeded he fliould acknowledge our kindnefs, commend
the cookery, and thank us for the variety, as we had been at much trouble about it,

when he had tafled them all, he could not eat of any one, though out of civility he

flrove agaiiii't his ftomach ; and we were obliged to drefs more meat according to the

Cf'Untry fafluon, the beft we could, whereof he afterwards eat very favourily, to his

rwn and our fatisfaftion. Yet Providence docs not neglect a thoufand ways to fupport

thofe that undergo tlicfe hard/hips for the preaching of the gofpel, finding means,

even in this world, to requite what they fuffer for the fake of God, as happens in this

particular of food, as was before laid of going barefoot ; for by degrees nature be-

comes familiar with it, and fo habituated to the cudom of the country, that it feems

ftrange on returning to its firft ways. 'I'his happened to me, who, when I returned

from thence, coveted nothing but the rice of C.ochin-China, which I thought fatisfied

me more than any other thing.

As for phyficians, and their mode of praftice, there arc aboundance of dodors,

not only Portuguefe but natives ; and it often is experimentally known, that the

country phyficians eafily cure fovcral difeafcs, which the European phyficians know not

how to treat ; fo it fometimes happens, that after our phyficians have given nver a
patient, they call in one of the country, and he cures him.

The phyficians of the country follow this fort of pradice : being come to the pa-

tient's bed-fide, they ftay a little to fettle themfelves after the motion of comings
then they feel the pulP' for a long while together, very attentively, and with much
confideration ; ^ftv-r which they ufually fay, "you have fuch a diflemper," and if

incurable they honcftly fay, " 1 have no cure for this difeafe," which is a fign the

patient will die. If they find the difeafe curable they fay, " I Iiave a medicine that

will cure him : and I will do it in fo many days." Then they agree what they are to

have if they cure the fick man, bargaining the beft they can, and fometimes they

draw up writings to bind the contrad. Alter this the phyficiaa himfelf prepares the

medicine, without the help of an apothecary, for which reafon there are none in the

country ; and this they do that they may not difcover the fecrct of the art they prac-

tice, and becauf they will not truft another to put together the ingredients they pre-

fcr'be. If the jxitient recovers within the time appointed, as generally happens, he

pays
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pays the price agreed on ; if he mifcarries, the phyfician lofes his labour and me-
dicines.

The medicines they give are not like ours, which caafo a loathinp; and are laxative ;

but theirs are palatable as their broths, and nouriihing without any other fuftenance,

which makes them give the patient ieveral doles in a day, as we give broth at lb many
hours interval ; and thefe do not alter the courle of nature but only affift its ufual

operations, diiperfing the peccant humours, without wracking the patient.
'

I rcmembir an occurrence worth relating in this place : a Portuguefe falling fick,

(ent for the Europoan phyficians, \vlio having ufed their endeavours, gave him over.

When they were gone, a phylician of the country was called, who undertook to cure
him in fo many days, llridly enjoining liim, whilfl he was under his hands, to have
nothing to do with women, upon pain of certain death, from which the virtue of his

medicine could not deliver him. They agreed upon the price, and the phyfician

undertook to cure him in thirty days. The patient took the medicines prefcribed to

him, and in a few days found himfelf fo well recovered, that he was not afraid to

tranfgrcfs the phyfician's injuntlion ; who, coming to vifit him, by the alteration of his

pulfe difcovered the fick man's incontinency, and bid him prepare to die, becaufe there

was no cure tor him ; but that he fliould pay him his money, fince it was none of his

fault that he mufl die. The cafe was tried, the fick man was adjudged to pay, and fo

he died.

Bleeding is alfo ufcd but not fo much as in ICurope ; nor is it done with a fleel

lancet, but they have abundance of goofe quills, in which they fix Ibme bits of fine

porcelain, made Iharp and Ihaped like the teeth of a faw, fome bigger, fome lefs, of
i'everal fizes ; when they are to let blood, they apply one of thefe quills to the vein,

proportionable to the fize of it, and giviiig it a fillip with the finger, open the vein,

only fo much of the porcelain entering as is requifite ; and what is moft wonderful,

when they have drawn the blood, they ul'e no fillet or binding to Hop it ; but wetting

their thumb with fpittle they prefs the orifice, fo that the flelh returning to the place

whence it was parted, the blood is ftopt, and runs out no more, which I fuppofe to

proceed from the manner of opening the vein, as it were lawing it with the indented

porcelain, and therefore it clofes again the eafier.

There arc alio furgeons, who have fome wonderful fccrets, whereof I will give

but two inrtanccs, one praftifed upon myielf, the other upon one of our brothers, my
companion. I happened to fall from a very high place, with my bread againft the

corner of a flono, whereupon I prefently began to fpit blood, and had a wound in

my bread outwardly. We applied fome medicines after our European manner, but to no
purpofe. A furgeon of the country came and took a quantity of a certain herb like

what we call mercury, and making it inro a plailer, laid it on my brealt ; then he

caufed fome of that herb to be boiled for me to drink ; and made me' eat the fame herb

raw ; and thus in a few days pcrfeclly cured me. I, to make another experiment, caufed

the leg of a hen to be broken in i'everal places, and making a plaftcr as he had

done of the fame herb, bound it upon the broken leg, and in a few days it was
whole and found.

A fcorpion bit a brother of ours, my companion, in the neck ; and in that kingdom

the bite of a fcorpion is mortal. All his throat fwelled immediately, and we were about

giving him extreme unftion. A furgeon was fent for, who immediately fet a pot of

rice boiling in nothing but fair v\ atcr, then clapping the pot to the brother's feet, co-

vered him and it clofe with cloths, that the fteam might not cfcape, and as ioon as

the Itcani and hot vapour of the rice reached the place where the bite was, the brother

felt

M
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felt the pain afluaged, the fwelHng in his throat fell, and he remained as found as if

nothing had ailed him.

Many other inllancos might be added, but I fliall only fay that the medicines in thofe

J)arts have a greater virtue than whc?n they come to us; and paiticulakly I can aflirm,

tliat 1 brought with me a fmall calk of rhubarb, which was extraordinary good there,

and when I came into Europe, having fpont two years by tlie way, 1 found it fo

changed, that 1 fcarcely knew it myfelf ; lb that thole medicines lofe much of their

virtue in conveying from diftant countries to our parts.

CHAP. VI.— Of the Civil and Political Government of the Cochin-Chincfe.

I WILL give a brief account of as much as may furtice for the reader's information
;

for it would be too tedious, and beyond the piirpofc of this my fliortr elation, to difcourl'a

i6f every thing in particular. 'J'he government of Corhin-China in general, is a

tnedium betwixt thofe of China and Japan ; for the japanefe make Icls account of

learning than military knowledge : and on the contrary, the Chinefe attribute all to

learning, tnking little notice of warlike, aflairs. The Cochin-Chinefe, following the

example of neither, equally encourage learning, and ikill in war, according as occalion

6ffcrs ; fometimes preferring the foldier, and fometimes the fcholar, and fo rcjcfting

them, as appears moll convenient.

In Cochin-China there are fevcral univerfities, in which there are profelfors, fcholars

and degrees conferred by way of examination, in the lame manner as is pradiled in

China ; the fame fciences being taught, and the lime becks and authors read ; that is,

Zinfu or Confucius, as the Portuguefe call them, which are authors of fuch profound
learning, and in fuch efteem and reputation among them, as Ariitotle is among us,

being much more antient than he. Thefe books of theirs are full of erudition, of
ftories, of grave fentences, of proverbs, and fuch like things, for the directing a civil

life, as arc Seneca, Cato and Cicero among us : and they fpend many years in learning

the true fenfe of the phrafcs, words, charatters and hieroglyphics they arc written in ;

but what they moft value is moral philofophy or ethics, economy and policy. It is

comical to fee and hear them, when they arc (hidying, read and repeat their Iclfons

in fuch a tone as if they were finging, which they do to ufe themfelvos to it, and give

fevery word its proper accents, which are many, every one exprefling a ditferent thing ;

and therefore one would think, that to converfc with them, a man mull underftand

the grounds of mufic.

'1 1'.e language they generally fpcak is dificrcnt from what they read and teach in

the fchools, and which their books arc written in : as among us the vulgar language

differs from the Latin ufed in the fchools. In this they differ from the C'hincfe, who,
if thL7 arc learned or noble, always ule the fame language which they call of manda-
rines, that is, of doclors, judges and governors ; and the charatters they ufe in writing

anil priii'.inj'; their books arc above eight thoufand, all differing from one another.

For tills real(in the lathers of the fociety ipend eight and even t^n years in (tudying

the Chiuele hoicks, before they can be mailers, and go abroad to converfc with thenvs

But the Cochui-C.hinefe have reduced the characlers to three thoufand, which they

generally make ule ut : and theic are enough to exprefs themfelves in their harangues^

kttert, petitions, memorials and fuch things whiih do not belong to printed books
j

for thofe of necelliiy mult be m Chinefe cliaradlfrs. The Japanefe have been more
Ingenious, who, though in all that belongs to books, whether written or printed, they

agree with the Chinefe, yet lor commoii uIck had fouud out forty-eight letttjw, wher«-

^ith
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With they exprcfs whatfoever they pleafe, as well as we do with our alphabet : and
yet the Chincfe characters are in fuch efleem even among the Japanefe, that thefe

forty-eight letters, notwithftanding the ufe they are of above the others, are con-

temned in comparifon of them, infomuch that in fcorn they call them women's
letters.

The ingenious invention of printing was found out in China, and Cochin-China,

long before it was in Europe ; but not in fuch perfeftion : for they do not compofe
joining letters and charafters, but with a graver, pen-knife or fuch inftrument, cut

and carve the charafters upon a ilone as they will have in their books : on this board
fo carved they lay their paper, and print it off, as we in Europe do copper plates, or
the like.

Bcfides thefe books of morals th^y have others, which contain things they account

facred ; as for inflance the creation and beginning of the world ; of the rational fouls

of demons ; of idols, and of their feveral fefts. Thefe books are called fayc-kim, to

diftinguilh them from the profane, which they call fayc-chin. Of the dodrine of their

facred books, we (hall treat in the fecond part of this account, where the fubjeft will

be more fuitable.

Though the language of the Cochin-Chinefe be in one refpeft like that of the

Chinefe, both of them ufmg all monofyllables, delivered in feveral tones and accents,

yet they utterly differ in the word itfelf, the Cochin-Chinefe being more full of vowels,

and confequently foftpr and fweeter, more copious in tones and accents, and therefore

more harmonious. The language of Cochin-China is, in my opinion, the eafieft of any,

for thofe that have a mufical ear, to take the tones and accents ; for it has no variety

by way of conjugation of verbs, or declination of nouns, but one and the fame word,

with the addition of an adverb or pronoun, fignifies the prefent, the preterite and

future tenfes, the Angular number, and the plural ; and in fine ferves for all moods,

tenfes, and perfons, and the diverfity of numbers and cafes. For inftance this word.

To have, which in the Chinefe language is Co, by only adding a pronoun, ferves all

occafions, faying I have, thou have, he have ; the name of the perfon making that

diverfity, which we exprefs by altering the termination, thus, 1 have, thou haft, he

has. In the fame manner they make the feveral tenfes ; faying for the prefent, I now
have ; for the preterite, I heretofore have ; and for the future, I hereafter have ; and

Jo without ever altering the word Co : by which it appears how eafily this language may
be learnt ; as it happened to me, who in fix months underltood fo much, that I could

difcourfe, and even hear their confeiTions, though not fo perfeftly, for it requires at

leall four years to be a mafter. [This variety of moods and tenfes appears better by

the Latin or othei languages, than in Engliih, where we ufe much the fame method,

as he reprefentsin Cochin-China ; our variations are the fame, being but hw, as for

inftance in the fame word, I have, you have, we have, they have, I fluill have, may
we have : and fo in this, and many others.

3

But to return to our relation : I was faying that the Cochin-Chinefe reward not only

tlie learned with dignities, employments and revenues ; but that they make great

account of good foldiers, in which particular they aft differently from us ; for inftead

ofafligning brave commanders fome land, earldom or marquifate, as a reward of their

valour, they allot him fuch a number of people and vaffals, belonging to the King

himfelf, who, whatfoever part of the kingdom they live in, arc obliged to own him as

their lord to whom they have been afligned by the King, being bound upon all occa-

fions to ferve him with their weapons, and to pay him all thofe duties they before paid

to the King himidf } and therefore, as we fay, fuch a one is lord, earl, or marquis of

fuch

I
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fuch a place, they fay, fuch a one is a man of fifty, fuch a one of attioufimd men, to

fnch a one the King has added three thoufand, to fuch a one two thoufand ; their

dignity, weahh and grandeur increafing by the addition of many vaffals. We iliall

fptak of the wars of this kingdom in the next chapter.

It remains that we fay fomething deferving notice of the civil government. In the

firft place they govern rather after a mihtary manner, than by judges, counfellors and
lawers, and their formalities ; the viceroys and governors of provinces performing that

function ; for every day they give public audience four hours daily, in a large court

within their own palace, two hours in the morning, and two after dinner. Hither all

fuits and complaints are brought, and the viceroy or governor, fitting on a tribunal ralfed

like a balcony, hears every man in his turn ; and thefe governors being generally men
of found judgement, capacity and experience, they eafily difcover the truth of the

' matter by the queftions they put, and much more by the common confent of the

ftander-by, which is gathered by the applaufc they give the plaintiff or defendant, and
accordingly they immediately, without delay, give judgement with a loud voice,

which is immediately executed without any demur or appeal, whether the fentence

be death, baniflimcnt, whipping or fine, every crime being punilhed as the law

appoints.

The crimes generally tried and feverely puniflied are many, but they are particularly

rigid againft falfe witneffes, thieves and adulterers. The firil of thefe being convicled

cf having given falfe evidence, are themfelves indifpenfably condemned, as if they had
committed the crime they accufe others of; and if the crime they alledged deferved

death, they are fentenced to die : and experience teaches that this way of trial is very

proper to find out the truth.

Thieves, if the theft be confiderable, are beheaded ;
.if fmall, as for inftance a hen,

for the firft offence, they have a finger cut off, for the fecond another finger, for the

third an ear, and for the fourth the head.

Adulterers, both men and women, indifferently, are caft to the elephants to be killed,

which is done thus : they lead the criminal out into the field, where, in the prefence

of an infinite number of people flocking together, he is fet in the middle, with his

hands and feet bound, near an elephant, to whom the condemned porfon's fentence is

read, that he may execute every part of it orderly ; firft, that he lay hold of, grafp

and hold him faft with his trunk, and fo hold him in the air, fliewing him to all the

company ; then he tofs him up, and catch him upon the points of his teeth, that his

own weight may ftrike them through him ; that then he may dafti him againft the

ground ; and laftly that he bruife and crufli him to pieces with his feet : al! which is

exactly performed by the elephant, to the great terror and amazement ©f the fpeda-
tors, who arc taught by this puniflimcnt, at another man's coft, what fidelity is due
between married perfons.

Since we are upon this point of matrimony, it will not be irrelative to mention fome
further particulars concerning ii before wc conclude this chapter. The Cochin-Chinefe',

though heathens, nevi_r contrad matrimony within thofe degrees forbid by the laws

of God and nature, nor within the firft degree of the collateral line of brothers, and
fifters. In other degrees, matrimony is lawful to every man with only one woman

;

thcjugh ric h men have many concubines, under pretence of grandeur and generofity,

looking upon it as coveteoufiiefs ne>t to have as many as every man's income will

convein'ently maintain : and thefe arc called fecond, third, fourth and fifth wives, and
fo on, according to every one's rank, all wl'.ich wait upon the firft, which is accounted
and really is the true wife, whofe bufinefs it is to chufc the others for her hulband.

14 But
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But thefe marriages of theirs arciiiot indiflbluble, the laws of Cochin-Chlna allowing
of divorces, but not at the will of either party, it being firlt requifite that the perfon
fuing for it convict the other of many oflences ; which being made out, it is lawful
to diffolve the firft marriage, and many aguin. The hufbands bring the portion, and
leave their own houfes to go to the wife's, upon whofc fortunes they live, the women
managing all the houfehold affairs, and governing the fiimily, whilfl the huihand
lives idle at home, hardly knowing what there is in the houfe, fatisficd that they have
meat and clothes.

But

CHAP. VII. — Of ty Poivcr of the Kiii^ of Cochin-China^ and of the Wars he has in

his Kingdom.

I TOOK notice at the beginning of this account, that Cochin-China was a pro-

vince of the great kingdom of Tunchim, ufurpcd by the grandfather of the King now
reigning ; who being made governor of it, rebelled againft the faid King of Tun-
chim, to which he waii not a little encouraged by having in a fliort time coUcfted a
great many pieces of cannon, from the wrecks of feveral Portuguefe and Dutch
{hips, cafl away upon thole rocks, w hich beink taken up by the country people, there

are above fixty of the largeft at this time to be feen in the King's palace. The Cochin-

C'.hinefe are now become fo expert in managing artillery, that they perform it better

than the Europeans, pradifing continually to (hoot at a mark with fuch fuccefs, that

being proud of their Ikill, as foon as any European fliip arrives in their ports, the

King's gunners challenge ours, who being fenfible that they cannot ftand in competi-

tion with them, as well as they can avoid this trial of Ikill, being convinced by expe-

rience, that they will hit any thing as exactly with a cannon, as another fliall do with

a firelock ; which they are alfo very expert at, often going out into the field to exer-

cife. Another great encouragement to rebellion was, his having above a hundred

gallies, which rendering him formidable at fea, and the artillery by land, he eafily

compafl'ed his defigns againft the King of Tunchim. Befides, on account of the

conliant trade with Japan, there were in Cochin-China abundance of catanas, which

are fcimitars made in Japan, and excellently tempered : and all the country abounding

in horfes, which, though fmall, are handfomc and mettlefome, on which they fight,

cafting darts, and daily exercife themfclvcs.

The power of this King is fo great that whenever he Icafes he can bring eighty

thoufand fighting men into the field, and yet is always in f r of the King of Tunchim,

whofe power is lour times as great ; to whom, for quietn^. -fake, he, by agreement,

pays a tribute of all fuch things as his kingdom atlbrds, and are ufeful for that of

Tunchim, particularly of gold, filver, and rice j furnifhing, befides all this, plank and

timber for building of gailies. And for the fame reafon he was about entering into a

league with the fugitive fon of the late King, who lorded it in the utmoft province of

Tunchim, which borders upon China, that in cafe he fucceeded, and became mafter

of Tunchim, Cochin-Chiaa might remain free from all tribute and acknowledge-

ment.

P'or the better undcrflanding hereof, it is to be obfcrved, that when I was in Cochin-

China, that kingdom was in the pofTcflion, not of the preceding King, but the tutor

or governor of that fon, who made his efcape from the faid governor to fave his life.

This Frince lived like a fugitive in the fartheft province adjoining to China, where

being known what he was, the late King's fon, he was received by that people as

tluir fovcreign lorii, and by his good government he had fo ftrcngthened himfelf, that

vol.. IX. 5 I his
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his tutor already declared King of Tunchim, was luuch afraid, feeing hlin grow fo

great, left he fliould ajfree with the King of Cochin-China, who is on the oppofite

fide to catch him between them, and expel him from his unjuft: poflVflion. He there-

fore every year formed a condderable army to deftroy the aforefaid Prince, but always

to no purpolb, bocaufe the army being of neceflity to march five or fix days, through
a country where there is no water to drink but that of fome rivers coming from the

enemy's coimtry, the army always found it poifored by the Prince's party, with a fort

cf iiorb, the efl'cd of which was fucb, that it dcllr.iyed both men aiid horll-s, which
obliged iiim always to retire after much trouble and cxpence thrown auay,

'Ihc military difcipline and art of war, in Cochin-China, is almoll tlie fame as in

r.urjpc, the lame form being obl'erved in drawing up, fighting, and retiring. This

King has generally war in three parts of his kingdom : lirft, he is always upon his

defence againft the King of Tunchim, who, as has been laid, continually threatens

and ailaults his frontiers, and therefore the King of Cochin-China has his refidence in

Siiiuua, the extreme part of his dominions, the better to oppofe him and march his

forces toward:; the confines of Tunchim, which is a powerful province, and generally

under experienced and martial govcniors.

The next is a fort of civil war, raifed by two of his own brothers, who aiming to

be equal in command and power, not fatisfied with what has been allotted them, have

rebelled againft him, and craving fuccours from Tunchim, gave him perpetual

trouble. Whilft I lived in thofe parts, they having got fome pieces of cannon, which
they carried upon elephants, fortified themfelves fo well upon the frontiers, that the

King's army marching againft them, was in the firft engagement routed, with the lofs

of three thoufand men ; but coming to a fecond battle, the King's brothers loft all

they had gaiiied before, being both made prifoners ; and they had both immediately

loft their lives, had not His Majefty's natural clemency and brotherly aftctlion pre.

vailed, and taken place of his anger, fo far as to fpare their lives, yet fo as to keep

them prifoners.

The third place where he has continual war, is on the weft fide and utmoft bound
of his kingdom, called Renran, againft the King of Chiampa ; whofe efforts being

weaker, are fufliciently repulfed by the troops of that fame province, and the go-

vernor.

He is alfo in continual motion, and making warlike preparations to aftift the King^

of Cambogia, who has married his baftard daughter, fending him fuccours of gallics

and men, againft the King of Siam ; and therefore the arms of Cochin-China and their

valour, are famous and renowned, as well by fea as by land.

At fea they fight in gallies, as has been faid, each of v.'hich carries cannon, and is

manned with mulketeers. Nor will it feem ftrange that the King of (^ochin-(.^hina has

an hundred or more gallies in readinefs, when the method of furnilhing them is known.
It is therefore to be obferved that the Cochin-Chincfe do not have a crew of criminals

or other (laves to row in their gallies ; but when thi-y are to go out to fight, or for any

other purpofc, the way to mann them immediately is this : a great number of officers

and commiiVarits go out privately, and fcouring im a fiuidcn all together throughout

the whole kingdom, with the King's authority, prefs all tluy find fit for the oar,

conducling them altogether to the gallies, unlcfs they be exempted by birth, or any

other privilege. Nor is this method fo troublefome as it appears at firft fight ; for in

the firit place they arc well ufed and paid aboard the gallies ; and befides their wives

and children are fed and provided with all things neccfl'ary according to their condition,

all the while they are from their houfes. They do not only ferve at the oar, but

upon
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upon occafion lay hold of their weapons, and behave themfelves bravely, for which
purpofe every one has his mufket, darts and fcimitar allotted him ; and the Cochin-
Chinefe being of an undaunted fpirit and brave, they give good tokens of their valour,

either rowing to join their enemies, or with their arms when joined. Their gallies

arc fomcvvhat lefs, but particularly narrower than ours, and fo neat and well adorned
with gold and fdvcr, that they aflbrd a glorious fight. Chiefly the flern, Vvliich they

account the moft Iwnourable port, is all over gold, and there the captain and pcrfons

of chief note have their ftation j and the reafon they give for it is, that it being the

captain's duty to be the firft upon any danger, it is fit he fliould be in the moft proper
part of the galley for that purpofe.

Among other forts of defcnfive arms they ufe in war, they have certain oval, hollow
targets, fo long that they cover a man entirely, and fo light, that they can manage
them without any trouble, The cities of this kingdom have a great advantage in the

manner of their houfes, which being all of wood upon pillars of timber, as before

mentioned, when the enemy omes fo ftrong, that they perceive they cannot oppofe

him, every man flies to the mountain with what he has, firing the houfes, fo that the

enemy finds nothing but the ruins left by the flames, and having no place to fortify

himfelf, nor any thing to fubfift on, is forced to retire back to his own country, and
the inhabitants returning to the fame place in a (hort time with great eafe rebuild their

houfes.

CHAP. VIII.— 0/ the Trade and Ports of Cochin-Cbina,

THE great plenty Cochin-China affords of all things neceflary for the fupport of

human lire, as has been faid before, is the caufe that the people have no curiofity or

inclination to go into other kingdoms to trade ; and therefore they never go fo far to

fea, as to lofe fight of their beloved fhore ; yet they are very ready to admit of

ilrangers, and are very well pleafed they fhould come not only from the neighbouring

countries, but from the remoteft parts to trade with them. Nor do they require to

ufe any art far this purpofe ; ftrangers being fufl^ciently allured by the fruitfulnefs of

the country, and the great wealth which abounds there } and therefore they refort

thither not only from Tunchim, Cambogia, Chincheos, and other neighbouring places,

but from the remoteft, as China, Macao, Japan, Manilla, and Malacca, all of them
carrying filver to Cochin>China, to carry away the commodities of the country,

which are not bought, but exchanged for plate, which is here put off as a commodity

being fometimes worth more, and fometimes lefs, according as there is more or lefs

plenty of it, as is ufual with filk and other goods.

All the coin they ufe is of brafs, and of the fame value, like a quatrine, five hun-

dred of which make a crown, Thefe pieces are quite round, with the King's arms

and enfign ftamped on them, and every one of them has a hole in the middle,

which ferves to ftring them by thoufands, and every thoufand is worth two crowns.

The Chincfe and Japanefe drive the chief trade of Cochin-China, which is managed

at a fair held yearly at one of the ports of this kingdom, and lafting about four

months. The Chinefe, in their veflfels they call junks, bring the value of four or five

millions in plate ; and the Japanefe in their fhips called fommes, an infinite quantity

of very fine filk, and other commodities of their coimtry. The King has a vaft re-

venue from this fair by cuftoms and imports, and the whole country receives great

profit. The Cochin-Chinefe applying themfelvcs very little to arts, becaufe plenty

51a makes
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makes tlicin liizy, and being foon taken with the curiofities of other countries, It

comes to pafs that they put a great value upon, and buy at great rates many things,

which to others are of very fmail worth ; as tor inllanco combs, needles, bracelets,

and pendants of glafs, and fuch like women's ornaments. I remember a Portuguefe,

who bringing into Cochin-China from Macao a box full of needles, which could not bo

worth above thirty ducats, made above a thoufand of it, felling for fix pence in Cochin-

China, what had not coft him above a farthing at Macao. In (hort, they out-bid ono
another, in buying any thing that is very new and ftrange without fparing for price.

'1 hey are very fond of our hats, of caps, girdles, fliirts, and all other forts of gar-

ments we wear, bccaufe they are quite different from theirs
i
but above all they fct a

great value upon coral.

As to their ports, it is wonderful that in a coafl; little more than a hundred leagues

in length, there fhould be above fixty mofl convenient landing places ; which is fo,

becaufo there are many large arms of the fea. But the principal port to which all

Grangers refort, and where the above-mentioned fair is kept, is that of the province

Cacchian ; which has two mouths, or inlets from the fea, the one called PuUuchiam-
pello and the other of Turon, being at firft three or four leagues dillant from one
another, but running in fevcn or eight leagues like two great rivers, at laft join in one,

where the veflels that come in both ways meet. Here the King of Cochin-China

afligned the Chinefe and Japanefe a convenient fpot of ground to build a city for the

benefit of the fair. This city is called Faif6, and is fo large, that we may fay there

are two, one of Chinefe, the other of Japanefe -y for they are divided from one another,

rach having their diilinft governor, and the Chinefe living according to the laws of

China, as the Japanefe do according to thofe of Japan,

And bccaufe, as we faid before, the King of Cochin-China gave free admittance to

all nations whatfoever, the Dutch reforted thither with all forts of commodities.

Hereupon the Portuguefe of Macao refolved to fend an embaffador to the King, to

demand in their name, that the Dutch, as mortal enemies to their nation, fhould be
excluded all Cochin-China. One Captain Ferdinand de Cofta, a man well known for

his valour, was appointed to go upon this embalfy ; w hich he delivered, and was fa-

vourably heard, with aflurances of obtaining his demands. Neverthelefs, whilft he
was yet at that court, there prrived a Dutch fliip, and coming to an anchor in the

port, fome of them landed with much mirth and jollity, and prefently went with rich

prefents to the King ; who accepted of them very gracioufly, and granted them the

ufual liberty of trading freely in his kingdom. Acoita hearing of it, went prefently

to the King, and complaining that his majefty did not keep his word with him, in a

Portuguefe bravado gave a ftamp on the ground to fliew his refcntment. The King
and all the courtfers were pleafed at his pafBon» and bidding him have patience and
wait the event, for he fliould find he had no caufe to complain, difmiflfed him. In the

mean while he ordered all the Dutch to go afhorc, and land all their goods for the

fair at Turon, as the Portuguefe did, which they performed : but as they were going

upon the river in boats, they were en a fudden aifaulted by the gallies, which deftroyed

moll of them. The King remained mafter of their goods ; and to juftify this a&ion,

alledged, that he very well knew the Dutch, as notorious pirates, who infefted all

the feas, were worthy of feveror punilhment ; and therefore, by proclamation, forbid

any of them ever reforting to his country ; and it was aftually found, that ihofe very

men had robbed fome vcilels of Cochin-China, and therefore he took this jufl re-

venge, admitting the Portuguefe as good and fincere friends. They not long after

fent another ambailkdor from Alacao, to obtain oi the King a con&mution of the

aforcfaid
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aforefaid eA'\{\., at the inftance of Acofta^ alledging as a motive the danger that the
Dutch in time might cunningly poffefs themfelves of fome part of Cochm-China, as

they had done in other 'parts of India. But the new embaflador was advifed by
knowing men of that country, not to mention any fuch thing to the King, becaufe
that very thing would be a motive • him to grant the Dutch a free trade, and invite

all Holland to come over. He pretended to be afraid of no nation in the world ;

quite contrary to the King of China, who being afraid of every body, forbids all

ftrangers trading in his kingdom j and therefore the embaffador muft urge other mo-
tives to obtain his defire.

The King of Cochin-China has always Ihewn himfelf a great friend to the Portu-
guefe who trade in that kingdom, and has feveral times offered them three or four
leagues of the moft fruitful country about the port of Turon, that they may build a
city there with all forts of conveniences, as the Chinefe and Japanefe have done.
Were it allowed me to give His Catholic Majefty my opinion on this point, I fhould
fay he ought by all means to command the Portuguefe to accept of the kind offer

made them, and to build a good city there as foon as poffible ; which would be a re-

fuge, and brave defence, for all the fhips that pafs by towards China : for here a fleet

might be kept in readinefs againft the Dutch, that fail to China and Japan, who of
aeceffity muft pafs through the middle of the bay, that lies between the coaft of this

kingdom, in the provinces of Ranran, and Pulucambi, and the rocks of Pulufifi.

'i'he above is what I thought I could with truth give an account of, concerning
the temporal ftate of Cochin-China, according to the knowledge I could gain during

fome years I refided there } as will farther appear in the fecond part of this relation.

! I I'll

ff. h;.

PART II.

OF THE SPIRITUAL STATE OF COCHIX-CHINA.

CHAP. I. '—Ofthejirjl entering ofthe Fathers of the Society ofJeftis into that Kingdom :

and of the two Churches built at Turon and Cacchian.

BEFORE the fathers of the fociety of Jefus went into Cochin-China, it was the

cultom of the Portuguefe trading thither, to carry with them from Malacca and
Macao, and the Spaniards from Manilla, fome chaplains, to fay mafs and adminifter

the facramcnts to them, during their ftay there, which generally was three or four

months in a year. Thefe chaplains having no other obligation but only to ferve the

Portuguefe, never thought of promoting the fpiritual welfare of the natives of that

country, not applying themfelves to learn their language, nor ufing any other means
to communicate the light of the gofpel to them. And yet there was one of thefe who
had the face to publifh in Spain, in a book called "The Voyages of the World," that

he had catechifed and baptized the Infanta or Princefs of Cochin-China, and a great

many of her ladies : whereas never infanta, nor any other perfon of all that royal

family, till this time, kas Hicwn any indioation to become ChrifUan, uotwithftanding

we
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\vc fatliert go every year to vifit the King, and difcouifc with all the groat men of the

court ; and yet the Inlanta has not givtu any token of being a ChriRian, or fo much
88 knowing what a Chriflian is. And it may well be difccrned how fairdy he talks

in this point by the other fables he ailds in the fame book concerning that Infanta;

as tluit ihe fhould have married the laid chaplain, and the like. We know of none
but Icir.c fathers of the order of St. Krancis, that went from Manilla, and one of St.

Au;;iifline from Macao, to Cocliin-China, merely for the convcrfion of thofe fouls.

IJut they meeting with no fuccefs, on account of the many feveral dilliculties that oc-

curred, they returned to their countries : providence fo ordering it, which had de-

ligned that land to be cultivated by the fons of the lioly patriarch Ignatius ; which was
doiiv.' as follows

—

Certain Portuguefe merchants acquaintcxl the fuperiors of the focicty of Jefus, at

Macao, with the great advantages tliar mii;lit be gained, to advance the glory of God
in Cocliin-C'hina, if there were undaunted an«l /.ealous labourers lent thitherj and par-

ticularly one captain eanulUy prelVed the father provincial not to abandon a kingdtiiu

lb capable of being indrucked in the holy faith. 'I'he propofal feenied to the father

very agreeable to tiie fpirit of our vocation ; and therefore, without douiurring upon
the execution of it, he made choice for this enterprife of V. Francis Buzomc, who had
been profellbr of divinity at Macao, by birth a Genoele, but educated in the kingdom
of Naples, where he was admitted into the focicty, and v.hence he fet out for India,

together with V. James Caravalho, a Portuguefe, who from Cochin-China was to at-

tempt to go over to Japan, as he did. This was he, who being put into a pool of cold

water in the dead of winter, and cxpofed to the wind and fnow, gave up his life for the

lake of his redeemer, freezing leifurely to death. V. Caravalho being gone, V. Buzome
was left alone in Cochin-China, with only a lay-brother to attend him. Being zca-

loufly inflamed with the defire of faving fouls, he ufed all poflible means for their

converfion, and to this purpofe began his miflion at Turon. But as yet he knew not

the language, nor could he find any interpreter that knew any more Portuguefe than

what wa;s rcquifite for buying and felling, and fome words or phrafes, which the inter-

preters of the chaplains of fhips, who were there before the fathers of the focicty, made
ufe of to afk the C'ochin Chincfe whether they would be Chriftians ? After this manner
they had made fonic, but fuch as might rather be accounted fo by name than by pro-

I'eflion ; for they did not fo much as uHderftand what the name of a Chriftian meant ; and
this by reafon of the phrafe the interpreters ufed to afk them, whether they would be
CliiiRians: for the words they made ufe of fignified nothing more than that they

would become Pcrtuguefe; which F. Francis Buzome found out by the following ac-

cident :—A play was afted in the public market-place, at which the father fawonc in

the habit of a Portuguefe, brought in by way of riiliculc, with a great belly, fo artifi-

cially made that a boy was hid in it : the player, before the audience, turned him out

of his belly and aiked him whether he would go into the belly of the Portuguefe?

ufing thefe words, " Con gnoo muon bau tlom loom Hoalaotn (h'tam?" that is, " Little

boy will you go into the belly of the Portuguefe or not?" The bov anfwered, he

would ; and then he put him in again, often repeating the fame thing to divert the fpec-

tators. The father obferving, that the phrafe the player fo often repeated, Miion bau

tlom laom lloalaom chiamy was the fame the interpreters ufed, when they aiked any one
whether he would be a Chrillian, prefently conceived the miftake the Cochin.Chinefe

were under, who thought that to become a ChrilHan was only to ceafe being a Cochin-

Chinefe and become a Portuguefe; which, to make fport, was exprefled in the play

by making the boy go into the belly of him that a^ed the Portuguefe. The father

rook
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took car* that Co pernicious an error (hnuld fprcad no farther, tcacliliig thofe already

bapttfed their duty, and inftruding thole that wore newly converted what it was to ba
baptifed, and become a Chriftian, taiting particular care that the interpreters lliouid be
well informed in this particular, that they mif^ht afterwards ferve faithfully in teaching

of others ; changing the above-mentioned phrale into this, " Muon huit dau Chrijliani

chiam ?" that is, " Will you enter into the Chridian law, or no i" His great dil-gencu

and charity was fa fucccfsful, that within a few days he began to reap the fruit of his

labours, as well by the reformation of thofe who before were Clhillians only in naiiv.-,

as the convcrfion of many more. Nor was the fame of his charity and zeal for the gain-

ing of fouls confined to 'I'uron, his ufual place of refidence, but fprcad abroad into other

places ; he labouring in all places to inllrudt, convert, and difpofe the people to receive

baptifm, with fuch fervour, and fo great a concourfe about him, that in a fliort time

thole new Chrillians built a vi-ry large church at Turon, in which the molt holy i'a-

crificc of the mafs was publicly celebrated, and the Chriftian dodrine preached and
taught, by means of the interpreters, then well inltrudted ; all pedbns being very much
taken with V. Francis Buiioiue, who, befides his being a man of great knowledge and
virtue, entirely gained the afieitions of thofe heathens by his great meeknefs and affa-

bility, infomuch that they all flocked after him. This particularly happened at Cac-
cliiam, the city where the King refidcs, fix or fevcn leagues from 'I'uron, up the river.

Here F. Buzome made fo gnat an imprcflion, that a place was prefently allotted

him for a church, which was built in a very fliort time, every body conl/ibutiiig to

the expence and to the work, according to their power: befides, he had a good houle

alligned him, fit to make a refidence of fiuhers, who were to go thither In time to

indruct that people in matters of faith : all which was done with the afliftance of a

tnofl; noble lady, who was converted, and in baptifm took the name of Joanna. She
not only unc jrtook the foundation of the houfe and church, but erefted feveral altars

and places of prayer in her own houfe, never ceafing to blefs and praife God ft r the

mercy Ihewn her, in enlightening and drawing her to the faith. All tliis his divine

maieuy brought to pal's in the fpace of a year, through the means of his fervant

F. Francis liuzome ; whofe fame being fpread as far as RIacao, the following year our

father provincial thought fit to fend him another father, that was younger, with a

Japanefe brother, that, learning the language, he might afterwards preach without re-

quiring an interpreter. This was F. Francis de Tina, a Poriuguele, who had learnt di-

vinity under F. Francis Buzome. And though this fecond year the increafe was not

equivalent to that of the tirll, as to the convcrfion of fouls, yet the advantage was much
greater in the fufferings of a cruel perfccution, railed by the enemy that fowed the tares,

who could not endure to fee the divine feed grow up fo profperoufly in thofe parts,

and endeavoured to choke it, as fliall be Ihewn in the next chapter.

n
1

1 1

!

i i

\

ii

;,j;

I

I
ill

V'-^:

CHAP. II.

—

Of the Perfccuiicn the nezo Church of Coch'tn-Chlna endured at hsfrji

Injihution: and how I wasfcnt thither to be ojpjiing to it, by my Superiors.

THE p«rfecution againft the fathers took its rife from an accident, at firft fight ridi-

culous and of no moment, which af erwards gave thenj much caufe to lament. 'I'hat

year there happened an univerfal barrennefs throughout the whole kingdom, for want

of the ufual inundation in autumn, which, as was mentioned in the firft part, is fo

neceflary for bringing up the rice, the chief fupport of life in that country. Hereupon

their prieli^, whom they call onifaiis, held a great council, to find out the caufe why

their idols wert- fo angry with all their kingdom;, that feeijig the people ftarve ts death

13 about
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about the fields, yet they were not the lead moved to compaflion for fo »mi a cala-

mity. It was there unanimoufly agreed, that there was nothing new in the kingdom io

oppofite to the worfhip of idols as the admitting of Grangers freely to preach up ;i law

there, that utterly contradided the honour giveti to thofe idols ; and that they being

jiiflly provoked at it, revenged themfelves by denying them their defircd rain.

This being agreed on as a moll undoubted truth, according to their ignorance, they

prcfently went in a tumultuous manner to the King, and urge that the preachers of the

new law may be baniOud all the kingdom, that being the only means to appeafe the

wrath of their gods. The wife king laughed at their projed, knowing it to be a foolifh

notion of thofe priefts, and made little account of it, having a great clloem for the fa-

ihtrs and a kindnels for the Tortugucfe. Yet this favour of the King availed them
but little to oppofc the fury of the miniflcrs of Satan ; for they fo ftirred up the people

to infill that the preachers of the gofpel might be expelled the kingdom, that the King,

notable to refill without danger of a mutiny, fent for the fathers, and with much con-

cern told them, he was fenfible of the folly of the people and ignorance of the priefls,

but that it was not prudence to withlland a multitude fo eagerly bent upon fuch an

jiftair as that was, which was defigned for removing fo general a calamity ; and there-

fore they mud depart this kingiloin as foon as poJTible. The fathers having heard

thefe words, with tears in their eyes, feeing themfclves obliged to forfake thofe new
and tender plants of C'.hrillianity, yet ever fubinitting to the will of God, went away tti

embark ; but being got aboard, they could not get out of the harbour, becaufe at

that time a fort of contrary winds, which ufually hold three or four months, had

begun to blow, which by the Portuguefc are called Moncao, or general winds.

The Cochin-Chinefc obferving it, would not allow them to return into the city, but

obliged them to remain upon the ftiore, deprived of all human comfort, and expofed

to the burning heat of the fun, which in thofe parts is very violent. It was a great fa-

tisfatlion to them in the uiidll of their fufferings, to fee the conllancy of fome of thoie

new Chriflians, who never forfook their mailers, following, accompanying, and re-

lieving ihem the bed way they could, becoming voluntary companions in their fuffer-

ings. F. Buzome had here a new trial of his virtue ; for the unealinefs of this un-

comfortable life in a few days caufed an impollhume to break out in his breall, from

which there was a copious diicharge, which very much weakened him.

The infernal fiend, not fatisfied in having brought the preachers of the gofpel to thiji

nuferable condition, made yet farther efforts to difcredit their dodrine antl catholic reli-

gion, making ufe for this purpofe of one of thofe omiaiis, who living a folit.iry life was

therefore in great reputation of fanclity. This man, ct)niing one day from his hermitage,

publicly boalled that by his prayers he would caufe the idols immediately to lend rain;

and without more to do, went away, followed by an innumerable multitude, to the top

of 3 mountain, where he began to call upuii his devils, and (Iriking the earth three

times with his foot, the Iky was prcfently clouded and there ftll a ihower of rain,

which though not fufTicient to fupply the want, was yet enough to give a reputation

to that miniller of hell, and to dileredit our lulv faith ; every one faying, they had not

yet feen the foreign priefts obtain fo much by their prayers of the great God, whofe
lervants they proftllcd themfelves. This .ictident tmubled the fathers more than the

niift-ry they livetl m : but Providence comforted thenj by the means of the lady Jo.inna

above mentioned. She, as it were with a prophetic fpirit, bid them not be concerned

at any thing that had happened; for in a litile time (iod would make the hypocrify

of that (»mlaii and the vanity of his idols known to all nu n, by dellroying the reputa-

tion be had gained till then : all which was verified to a little foon after. l*"or the fame
- »5 of
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of hl.1 faiu'^ity hanp fprcad abroad on account of the rain, ami coming to th* Kim'*
oar, he prcltiuly lent for him anil gave him an apartment in the palace, 'liiere he tell

in love wi'th one of the King's concubines, and found no dilliculty to compafs his Uc-

fign ; but the matter being known, though in Coclun-China tliis De accounted a moll
heinous crime, and it be death to have to do with a woman the King has once touched,

yet they could not proceed to execution againil: him, as being a perfon facred among
them, except according to the form appointed by their laws: the king therefore pro-

nounced the fcntence, that the omfaii Ihould vanilli; but that he fliould neither go caft,

well, n()rth, nnr fouth, nor through any part whatfoever of his kingdom. I'his de-

< reo being publilhed, was inmiediately executed in fuch a manner, that the omfaii va-

tiilhed with great Ihamo, and was never more fcen in the kingdom nor out of it.

But the devil being enraged vented his fury againil God's fervants, flirring up the

people to fet lire to the church in Turon, to the great grief of the fathers, vho beheld

all from the fliore without ht)pe3 of rcdrefs.

In the mean while, the news of the fathers' misfortune was fprcad all about the

neighbouring countries, and even fo far as Macao, which was a great trouble to the

fathers of that college, who pitying their brethren, refolved to fend them iome relief

by a I'ortuguefe vellel that was ready to fail to Cochin-China ; and the fathers judged

the bufintfs might fucceed the better, if two fathers going in it, one had the name of

chaplain of the fhip to return in it ; and that the t'ochin-Chinefe might have no caufe

to complain, or be incenfed, he that remained was to go difguifed. F. Peter Marques,

a Portuguefe, was appointed chaplain ; and I had the good fortune to be his com*
panion, obedience fo ordering it : for though I had been dellined for China by our

father-general, '. freely and alleftionatcly embraced the opportunity of dedicating myfelf

to God in the miflion of Gochin-China, and for the comfort of thofe afllitted fathers,

feeing myfelf quite Unit out of China, by rcafon of the perfecution raifod there. I fet

out from Macao in the habit of a flave, and foon arrived in Cochin-China upon my
birth-day, which was very near opening the way for mc to a blcfled life ; but it pleafed

Providence to order matters othcrwife, either becaufe my fms made me unworthy of

fuch a mercy, or for other caufes only known to God. As the veflel wis entering the

harbour, around which there wore . jundance of the country people, there happened,

I know not how, a quarrc iv^twecu two Portuguefe, and one of them falling down as

if dead, the other Icaj)' d into the fca to efcape the wounded man's friends and com.
panions, who would hAvc killed him. He fwam awhile, but being tired, drew towards

the Ihip again to favo himielf from finking, and endeavouring to catch hold, could no;,

becaufe they were r .idy above with half-pikes, javelins, and Iwords to wound him. I,

feeing him in thai dillrcfs, endeavoured to relieve him ; and though I was in a fervile

habit, ran amon^ them, and calling out to one, and pulling another, took fuch pains

that I appealed thent. The Cochin- Chinefe who wcic aboard the fhip, feeing the Por-

tuguefe pacified at the fight of a flave, began prelently to fufpcct the matter ; and

knowing by experience that the Portuguefe, when in a )
' m, are not fo eafily quelled

unlefs religious men interpofe, faid to one another, " 1 iii^ man is certainly no flave as

bis drefs feems to fuggell ; and being no merchant as the reft are, he is certainly one

of their religious men, who endeavours, contrary to th^ King's command, to be cou-

cealed in our country, but we will difcover him to the King himfelf, that he may be

puniflied a;; he deferves." They immediately flocked about me, and though I did not

vuiderlland their language, yet I plainly perceived they had all a jealoufy of me ; and

notwithlbnding all my endeavours not to difcover myfelf, I could not prevent their

iending advice 19 court. When I had fatisfieJ myfelf as to this point^^bc/iev/iig I w^s
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certaialy a dead man, I rcfolved to die as what I was : I accordingly put on my habit

of the fociety, a furplice-over it, and a ftole about my neck ; and in that habit I began
publicly to preach the faith of Chrift by means of the interpreter ; then erefting an
altar on the- ftiore, I faid mafs, and gave the communion to the Portuguefe that were
prefent, (landing .eady for whatfoever it fliould pleafe God to appoint : but it pleafed

him that I fhoul-, not then fhed my blood for him. "Whilft my caufe was in hand, it

rained fo abundantly day and night, without ever ceafmg, that every man applied him*

felf to tilling the ground and (owing rice ; and perhaps refleding that they had ob-

tained at my arrival what they had fo long wilhed (or, looking upon it as a good omen,
and concluding it was not the fault of the fathers that they had wanted iin, they

repented them of all they had done againft us, and never gave us any farther trouble,

but fulTercd us to live freely throughout the kingdom.
Matters being thus pacified I relolved to look out for F. Buzome and his companion,

fince I went thither for that purpole ; and whilft I was endeavouring to hear fome
newsofijim, the report of my arrival being fprcad about the city, that lady Joanna
above-mentioned found me out. By her I underftood that F. Francis de Pina, with the

Japanei'e brother, had been privately conveyed by Japanei'c Chriftians to the dry Faifd,

every one certainly concluding that the fathers were then got out of the kingdom.^

Upon this information F. Peter Marques, who knew the language of Japan very well,,

would have us go to Faif6, where we found F. Francis de Pina, who was there hid,

but very well ui'ed by thofe good Japanefe Chriftians, to whom he privately adminif-

tered the facraments. We received incredible joy in meeting : for befides the general

charity of religion, we had been companions and great friends in the college of Macao

;

and the kindnefs of the Japanefe was extraordinary, for they treated us during a fort-

night very fplendidly, with great demonftrations of a(Fe6tion and joy.

Here I alfo underftood how, through God's fpecial providence, F. Buzome was alfo

fafe in the kingdom, as if God had particularly defended him for the good of that

miflion, where, whilft he was upon the ftrand amidft fo many afiliftions, and with the

impofthume in his breaft, the governor of Pulucambi came to Turon ; who feeing that

man fo ill ufed that he looked like a walking ghoft, being moved to compaftion, alked

who he was, and what misfortune had brought him to that miferable condition. He
was told all that had happened ; and that the want of rain being laid to his and his

companion's charge, he had been baniflied by the King's order. The governor was
not a little amazed, and laughed to think that this (houtd be attributed to a poor reli-

gious man, which could no way depend on him, therefore he ordered him to be taken

from the open (hore, and carried into one of his gallies, in which he conveyed him to

his province, entertained him in his own houfe, had him looked ifter by the nwft (kil-

ful phyftciaxis in that city, and made his own children attend him during a whole

vear, (or fo long his ficknefs lafted : all men wondering that a heathen (hould be-

nave fo charitably towards a ftranger utterly unknown to him, only out of mere natural

compaflion.

Thus we were four priefts of the fociety in Cochin-China : F. Buzome, at Pulu-

cambi, one hundred and fifty miles from (he port of Turon ; F. Peter Marques remained

at Faifd as fuperior, and to fervc the Japanefe, keeping F. Francis de Pina for his com-
panion ; and I returned to Turon, there to ferve the Portuguele, to fay mafs, preach

to them and hear their confcfTions ; and learning at the fame time the language of

Cochin-China, endeavoured, with the a(riftance of the interpreters, to perfuade fome of

thofe heathens to be baptifed ; and above all, to encourage and confirm thofe that were

already baptiied. Soon aftfx my firft coming, there happened a mtan accident worthy

9 to
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to b« known
:

,
I was callcJ to make a dying infant a Chriftian ; I did fo, and it Toon

after gave up the ghoU. I was concerned, not knowing where to bury it, which made
me think of fixing a burying-place for all the ChrifHaus that fliould die for the future.

To this purpofe J ordered a niaft of a fliip that was laid afide to be taken, and a flately

crofs to be made of it : which done, 1 invited all the Portuguefe and failors to help to

carry it to the appointed place, I attending with my furplice and ftolc. Whilft the hole

was digging to ereft the holy crofs, a company of armed men came out from the
neighbourhood, who with their mufkets threatened to kill me ; which I perceiving,

caufed the interpreter to endeavour to know of them what it was they would be at,

and was told they would not have t'l.ai crofs ercfted there, becaufe they feared the
devils would infeft their houfes. I anfwered it would be quite the contrary : becaufe
the crofv? had fuch a virtue that it put the devil to ilight. With this they were fo well

pleafed that, laying down their arms, they all ran to help : and thus the crofs was fet

up to the general fatisfaQion of all par'Ls, and the burial-place fixed. Soon after tlfe

governor of Pulucambi came thither, and brought F. Buzome with him ; and we met
all four fathers of the fociety to our unfpeakable joy at Fatf6, together with two lay

brothers, one a Portuguefe and the other a Japanele. After a charitable reception, wo
confulted together about the moft proper means of promoting that miflion. It was
unanimoufly agreed, that F. Peter Marques ftiould ftay at BaifA with the Japanefe

brother, becaufe he was a good preacher ; and the other three with the Portuguefe
brother, fhould follow the governor of Pulucambi, who earneftly defired it ; which was
accordingly done, as (hall be here related.

CHAP. III.— TA^ Governor of Pulucambi introduces the Fathers of the Society into his

Province, building them a Houfe and Church,
,

F.FRANCIS BUZOME, F. Francis de Pina, and I fet out from Faif6 for Pulu-

cambi with the governor of that province ; who all the way treated us with inexpreflible

courtefy and kindnefs, always lodging us near hiinfelf, and behaving in fuch a manner,

that there being no human motives to incline him fo to do, it plainly appeared to be the

work of Providence.

He appointed a galley only to carry us and our interpreters, not fuffering fo mxich as

our bagg.nge to be put on board of it, but ordered another boat for it. In this eafy

manner we travelled twelve long days* journey, putting into a port morning and even-

ing, and all the ports being near great towns or cities of the province of Quanghia, in

which province the governor had as much power as in his own at Pulucambi ; all

people ran to pay their refpeds and acknowledgments, b/inging him rich prefents, the

lirft of which always fell to our fhare, ho hiuifelt fo ordering it, every one aftoni(hed to

fee us fo honoured, which gained us much cfteem and reputation among thofe people,

that bfing the defign of the governor ; and this was much forwarded by the great

acoount he made of our intercelllon, when any criminal was to be punifhed ; for we
no ionner opened our mouths but we obtain(.'d all we defired, by which means we
not only gained the reputation of being great with the governor, but of having com-

panion and kindnefs tor thofe people, who therefore loved and refpcfted us. Bcfidcs,

during the whole voyage he treated us as if we had been fome great lords, contriving

fporls and paRinus in all parts, caufing the gjillies fometimes to reprcfent a fea-fight,

fometimts to row lor rewards. Nor did there a day pafs but he came on board our

galley to vifit us, feeming much plealVd with our converlation, efpecially when we dif-

C')uriei,l ol rdigton and our holy faith. In this manner we came to tlie province of

c K 2 Pulucambi,
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Pulucambi, through which we had ftill foine days' journey to make before we arrived

at the governor's palace, who for our greater diverfion would have us travel by land.

For this purpofe he ordered feven elephants to be provided ; and the more to honour

us would have one for each, caufing an hundred men, fome on horfeback and foma
on foot to attend us : and the journey being for recreation, we fpent eight days in it,

being royally entertained wherefoever we came ; but particularly in the houfe of a

filler of his we had a niofl: fplendid entertainment, not only for the variety and number
of dilhes, but much n.ore for the rarity of drefling, ail things being dreffed after the

Kuropeaa manner, though neither the governor, nor any of the family were to tafle

of them.

Being at length come to the governor's palace, all the entertainments and dainties of

the journey concluded in fuch a reception as he ufed to make for Kings and greatPrinces,

treating us for eight days together in the mod fplendid manner, making us fit in his

royal throne, and eating with us himfelf in public, with his wife and children, to the

great aftonilhraent of all that city, where it was unanimoufly affirmed fuch a reception

'had never been feen, unlefs it were for fome royal perfon ; and this was the caul'e of

the report geiierally fpread throughout the kingdom, that we were a King's fons, and
were come thither about in;\;tors of great concern ; which being known by th^ gover-

nor he was mightily pleaie.l, and before the chief men of the court he publicly faid,

*' It is very true, that the fathers were fons of a King, for they were angels come thither,

not for any want or neccffity ol rh -ir own, being provided with all things in their own
countries, but only out of pure zeal to fave their fouls ;" and therefore he advifed them
*' to give ear to the fathers, and oblcrvo the law they would preach to them, learn the

dodrine they taught, and receive the faith they delivered: for (faid he) I have often

difcourfed and converfed with thefe men, and plainly perceive by the doftrine they

teach, that there is no true law but theirs, nor no way but that they fhew, which leads

to eternal falvation. But take heed what you do ; for unlefs you learn that true doc-

trine which I, your chief, biing to you by me-ans of thefe fathers, your neglect and
infidelity will be punifhcd eternally in hell." Thus fpoke that lord, becoming a preacher

of the gofpel, though hinifclf a heathen : all men being the more amazed and aitonilhetl

at it, becaufe of the high opinion they entertained of his wifdom.

After the firft eight days we gave him to underftand, that we would rather h've in

the city, the better to promote the preaching of the gofpel, which we could not fo well

attend to in the palace, becaufe it was three miles from the oity, in an open fiekl accord-

ing to thp cuftom of the country. The governor would not have parted with us,

becaufe of the great aft'eftion he had for us, but preferring the public good before his

own fatisfaftion, ho immediately ordered there fhould be a very convenient houfe pro-

vided in the city Nuoccman : and moreover told us, we might fee above a hundred
houfes that were about his palace, and take our choice of the mofl convenient of them
to make a church of it ; and on acquainting him with it, he would provide all that was
neceflary. We returned him thanks for fo many favours bellowed on us during our
journey, and thofe we ftill received. Having taken our leave for the prefent, we
mounted the elephants again, and with a great retinue went away to the city Nuoec-
roan, which ' xtends itfclf five miles in length, and half a mile in breadth, where we
were by the governor's order received with extraordinary honour. He, unable to

endure being fo far from us, came the next day to vifit us, to know whether the

houfe given us was convenient ; and told us, he knew that we being ftrangers could not

have money and other neceffarics, but that he took upon himfelf to provide every

thing
i ami iir.mcdiately ordered a good fum to he paid mgnthly, and every day flefh,

15 hlh,
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fifli, and rice to be fent in for us, our interpreters, and all the fefvants of the houfe :

and not thus fatisfied, he frequently fent us fo many prefents, that they alone were
fuffident to fumifh us plentifully with all things. The more to honour and credit us
among all men, he one day gave public audience in the court of our houfe, in the man-
ner as we mentioned above was praftifed in Cochin-China. Here feveral criminals

were tried, every one receiving fentence according to his crime ; among the reft two
were condemned to be (hot to death with arrows, and whilft they were bound, we
uhdertook to beg their pardon, which was immediately granted, and he ordered them
to be difcharged, publicly protefting he would not have done it at the requeft of any

other ;
*' but to thefe holy men who teach the true way for the falvation of fouls, (faid

he,) I can deny nothing ; and I am myfelf impatient to be rid of thofe impediments

that obflruft my being baptifed and receiving their holy faith, which is what you all

ought to do, if you defire to oblige me."

Then turning to us, he again defired we would appoint the place for the church,

that he might give orders for its fpeedy fitting up. We fliewed him a place that feemed

convenient enough, and he approving of it went away to his palace. Before three

days were over news was brought us that the church was coming : we went out

with great joy and no lefs curiofity to fee how a church fliould come, which, though

we knew was to be made of timber, as had been agreed, yet it could not be otherwife

than a great pile, according to the fpace it muft fill, ftanding upon great pillars. On
a fudden, in the field, we efpied above a thoufand men, all loaded with materials for

this fp*--?^. Every pillar was carried by thirty lufty men ; others carried the beams,

othetb ' anks, fome the capitals, others the bafes ; fome one thing, fome another,

and f -; -y- them went in order to our houfe, filling all the court, which was very

large, to our unfpeakable joy and fatisfaftion. One only thing difpleafed us, that we
had not provifions enough in the houfe to give fo great a multitude a fmall entertain-

ment ; for though they were paid by the governor, yet it looked like ill-breeding to

fend them away without fome refrefliment : but we were foon eafed of this trouble,

feeing every one fit down upon the piece he brought, being obliged to keep and deliver

it, and take out of his wallet his pot with flefh, filh and rice, and lighting w fire, fall to

cooking very quietly without alking any thing. When they had eaten, the archited

came, and taking out a line, viewed the ground, marked out the diftances, and calling

thofe that carried the pillars, fixed them in their places j this done, he called for the other

parts one after another, that every man might give an account of what he brought and

go his way : and thus all things proceeding very regularly, and every man labouring

his beft, all that great pile was fet up in one day ;
yet either through too much halle,

or the negligence of the archited, it proved fomewhat awry and leaning to one fide ;

which bein'i- made known to the governor, he prefently commanded the archited upon

pain of cutting off his legs, to call all the workmen he required and mend it : the archi-

te&. obeyed, and taking the church to pieces with a like number of workmen, rebuilt

it in a very Ihort time quite completely. And we blefled God, forafmuch as, at a time

when Chrillians were fo lukewarm, it had picafed him to ftir up a heathen fo zealoufly

to build a church in honour of his divine niiijefty.

And to (hew how affectionately the governor looked to our affairs, I will give one

particular infti>nce, r.nd fo end this chapter, la the months ot June, July, and Auguft,

the fouth-well: winds generally reign in Cochin-China, which caufe fuch an txtraor.

dinary heat, that the houfes are perfectly parched a)id dried up ; and being all of wood,

the leaft fpark of fire that, through negligence or other accident, falls upon them, ins-

mcdiately catches as it would do in tinder j and therefore during thofe months there

are
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•re generally great fires throughout the kingdom ; for when !t has taken hold of one
houfe, the flame foon fpreads to thofe that lie ?n the diro<^>ion the wind blows, and
roiferably confumes them. To deliver us from this danger^ qur houfe being in the

middle of the city, a. "^ to make it further appear what eftoen. the governor had for us,

he ifliied an edift, commanding :hat the tops oi all the houfc« that lay fouth-wefl: of us

(hould be taken off 5 and there were lb many of them that they extended at lead two
miles ; which he did to the end, that if any of them took fire, it might be the eafier ta

prevent its parting forwari .0 ours : and this was feadily performcii by them all, pn
account of the great refpetc they bore us.

CHAP. IV. -- 0/ the Governor of Pulucajnb's Death. '

OUR affairs advanced very profperoufly in this city, and it was now the time when
divine Providence was, according to its ufual method, to give us a tafte of fufferings,

wherewith G "d frequently tries his fervants ; and fo we ever fee that he gives fuch a
mixture cf profperity and adverfity, that they neither be depreffed by the one nor pufled

up by the other: and as the primitive church was founded by the holy apoftles upon
thefe two pillara, of profperity and tribulation, even fo it pleafed the Aluughty that the

new church of Cochin-China (hould be eftabliflied by his apoftolical tninifters. The
firft beginning of this miffion was very fuccefsful, as has been feen in tlie urii chapter

of this fecond part ; but very foon after enfued that terrible persecution for want of rain,

which had like to have ruined all. Afterwards with (he favour of the governor of

Pulucambi, the ftorm feemed to be blown off, and the bu«r ding viae appeared to pro-

mife abundance of fruit : but it pleafed him who difpofcs of all things, that the gover-

nor of Pulucanibi's death, like a violent north wind, almoll deftroyeil all in the bud.

This misfortune happened as follows : the governor went out one day a hunting ouk
his elephant, very well pleafed, and the fport drawing h'm on, he did not refledl that

he rode all day over a fcorching plain, where the heat pierci.'d his head in fuch a man-

ner, that at night he fell into a burning fever; upon notice whereof we haftened to

the palace to vifit, or lather to baptize him, if v-e found him in imi.iinent danger.

He kept us with him two days, we ftill prefTmg .him to be baptized, as he had often (aid

! ; would ; to which he always anfwered he was ordering his affairs for that purpofc,

bui came to no conclufion. The tiiirJ day he loft his fenfes, God fo permitting for

caufcs only known to himfelf ; and perhaps that vain honojr he ever paffionately

coveted, was the reward of the good turns he did us : in fine, he began to rave, and fo

continued three days, till overcome by the violence of the diftcmper, he died without

baptiim.

Any man may gucfs how much we were concerned at this accident, feeing our-

felvcs forfaken in a ftrange country, and deftitutc of all human help ; but it chiefly

grieved us thataperfor fowelldirpdnd, and tJ^roughwhofe means • had conceived hopes

that the faith might fpread throii;:;hout the whole kingdom, Okh J die fo in our hands

without l)aptifm. Abundance of their rites and fuperftitious ceromonies were per-

formed at this governor's death, at which wo were prefent to the laii. It would be

endlefs to rehue them all, and therefore I will mention two or three, by which the

others ufcd by ihofe Geiiiiles m;iy beconc.iv^'d : firft, whilft he lay in his agony, there

was a multitude of armed men, who incelT.mtly cut aud made thrults in the air with

their fcimiiars, call darts and tire miifkeis in the rooms of the palace ; but particu-

larly two, tl);u flood on each fide of the dying man, were continually (Iriking the

air about his mouth with their Icimitars j ruul L;oih thefe ^nd the others being alked, why
ihty
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tTjey did fo ? told us, they friffhtened the devils, that they might not hurt the gover-
nors f"n\ as it was depirting his body. Thefe fuperftitious ceremonies made us pity

their ignorance, but not fear any harm to ourfelves, as followed when the governor
"was dead: for we had much caufe to apprehend being expelled the province of
Pulucambi, and perhaps all the kingdom, with the lofs of all wc had acquired towards
.fettUng Chriftianity, and perhaps worfe. It is the cuftom when any great perfon dies

f^r all the omfaiis, or priefts of the country, to meet together, in order to find out,

/iot the natural, but the fuperftitious caufe of his death ; and being unaminous upon
what it may be, immediately that thing to which it is attributed, is ordered to be
burnt, whether it be a houfe, garment, man or beaft. Accordingly all the omfaiis

being aflfembled in a great hall, they began to argue this point : we who were prefent,

remembering the perfecution for want of rain, there being at that time nothing
extraordinary in the province, but the governor's kind reception to us, and his

afllgning a houfe, and building a church in the city, with fuch extraordinary tokens
of affe£kion for our holy law, did not at all queftion, but that rhefe things being repre-

fent-id to them, they would lay the death of that lord to our charge, and confequently

would order us all to be burnt alive, together with our houfe and church, and all our
goods. Therefore we ilood in a comer of the hall, recommending ourfelves to God,
and preparing ourfelves for v/natfoever his divine Majefty (hould fuffer to be decreed
againft us j when one of the omfaiit, who was the eldeft of them, and as it were
their dean, ftanding up, faid with a loud voice, that, in his opinion, the only caufe

of the governor's death was the falling of a beam fome days fince in the new palace

;

and he was the more apt to believe it, becaufe all the diftemper was in his head, as

appeared by his raving ; an evident fign, as he faid of the ftroke he had received in

his head by the aforefaid beam, all which he meant metaphorically and in l fuper-

ftitious fenfe, and therefore it pleafed the other omfaiis, who all unaniraoufly agreed

in the fame fentiment, and fo rifing without more to do, they went and fet lire to

that palace, which was all reduced to alhes, whilft we gave thjuiks to God for having

efcapsd fo maniteft a danger.

This done, fome other omfaiis who profefs necromancy, came to the governor's

palace to perform another fuperftitious ceremony according to the cuftom of the

country. The Itindred of the party deceafed looking upon it as a great blefling, that

any body infpired by an evil fpirit mould fpeak concerning the ftate of the foul depart-

ed ; and to this purpofe thofe wizard omfaiis were called, of whom they all earneftly

beg that devilifti favour, he that obtains it being much envied by the reft. Thefe

conjurers made their circles, and ufed feveral charms both in words and aftions, that

the devil might enter into fome one of the governor's kindred, who were there in a

fuppliant pofture, but all in vain. At laft a fifter of the governor, for whom he

had an extraordinary affeftion, came in, and begging the fame favour, immediately

gave manifeft figns that {he was poflefied : for being decrepid by reafon of her great

age, and not able to go alone, Ihe began, to the aftoniftiment of the fpedtators, to

Ikip as ni ubly as if fhe had been a young ^irl, and the ftick fhe threw from her hung

in the air all the while the devil v:^s in her body, during which time, talking in a

raving manner, and doing many diforderly aftions, ihe uttered feveral excravagancies

about the ftate and place her brother's foul was in ; and coucluding her mad difcourfe,

the devil leaving her, {he fell dowa as if (he had been dead, remaining fo exhaulted

for the fpace ofeight days, that fhe could not ftir for mere weaknefs ; all the kindred

and frisnds Socking to vifit her, and congratulate her happioefs, in that ihe had been

chofcn

i
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chofcn among all the relations for an adion (as they thought It) fo glorious and honour*

able to the dead man.

At length they began to order the funeral of this lord ; and as in the Catholic

church it is the cuftom to honour the memory of men renowned for fandity of life,

by a folemn canonization, fo in Cochin- China, the devil always mimicking holy

things, the more to delude the people, it is cuftomary to honour the death of thofe

who have been univerfally reputrt! juft men, and upright in their adions, and adorned
with moral virtues, with great folemnity and magnificence, canonizing them, if we mcy
fo call it, after their manner, by eternizing their memory, and giving them immortal

veneration. For this reafon the governor of Pulucanibi, who by all men, not only in

his own province, but throughout all the kingdom, was for his extraordinary natural

parts, reputed ? man of great wifJom and incomparable prudence, his government
being adorned with fingular juftice and integrity, together with an unufal inclination

and aft'eftion for all needy perfons, was judged not to require a doleful fad funeral

pomp, as was due to others ; but on the contrary all demonftrations of joy and
grandeur, which might declare him worthy of religious honours, and to be added to

the number of their gods. 'Ihis being decreed, they all endeavoured to lay aftde their

mourning and forrow, and to exprcfs entire plcafure and fatisfa<Jlion ; and to this

purpofe all the govenior'vS kindred, for the fpace of cigiu days, fumptuoufly treated

all the people, during which time they did nothing from morning till night, but

eat and drink, fmg, dance, and play upon muficai and warlike indrumentoi.

After eight days the body was carried in a filver coffin, gilt, under a canopy, to the

tity where he was born, called Chifu, three day's journey diflant, attended by
a multitude of al! forts, of people dancing and rejoicing, leaving the palace where he
died utterly uninhabited, that it might fiiU to ruin, and no fign of it remain ; fo that

the memory of the governor's death might be loft in perpetual oblivion, he ftill

remaining alive with continual praife and veneration in the hearts and mouths of all

men. Being come to a fpacious plain without Chifu, they all fell to work upon a

palace twice as mngnificcnt and iumptuous as that the governor died in ; and to make
a greater ftiew of the dead man's wealth, they built as many gallies as he ufed to keep,

upon wheels, for thtm to run upon dry land. In the fame manner they made wooden
elephants and horfcs, and all other moveables ufed when the governor went abroad

when alive without fparing any coft. In the midft of the palace they ereded a ftately

temple, with a fme altar, on which they placed the coffin covered, and hid with fucli

curious workmanfliip, that the hieroglyphics, carving, and painting greatly move thofe

gentiles to refpcct. For three days continually they performed leveral facrifices and
ceremonies, by the miniftry of five or fix hundred omfaiis, all clad in white, who
fpent the time in finging and facrificing, oftering wine, oxen, and buffaloes in great

numbers ; the public entertainments continuing thcfe three days for above two thou-

fand men of note, every one having his table to hiinfelf, according to cuftom, and
each of them covered with above two hundred dift:es. At t;.e end of thv. three days

they fet fire to all that pile, burning the palace and temple, with all tho perfumes and
furniture, only faving the coffin with the bod^, which was afterwards buried, and
privately retnoved to twelve feveral graves, that the people being always in doubt
where it had been left, that uncertainty might increal'e the honour of the new idol,

they adoring it in all thofe places where they thought the hemes might be. Thus the

folemnity ended for that time, till fome months after, that is, in the fevenih moon,
according to their computation of time, it was repeated in the fame manner as it had

been
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been performed at firft ; a few month.i after, it was done a third time ; and fo from
lime to time for three years, all the revenues affigned the governor of that province

by the King being fpent upon this Iblemnity for three years ; and therefore no other
governor was appomted during that time, they being perfuaded that the dead man's
foul, which was placed amonj the gods, would continue in the government for thefe

three years. However, his own fon was appointed deputy governor, or lieutenant.

We three fathers of thefociety then in that province were prefcnt at moft of this

folemnity ; and though we did not attend at their fuperftitious ceremonies, yet to avoid

being thought ungrateful and unmannerly, we were forced to accept of fome invita*

tioDS, in one of whi'h we were forewarned we fhould be alked where the governor's
foul was, affuring us that if we faid it was in hell we fliould prefently be cut to pieces.

We were foon after publicly alked the queftion, and anfwered, that no man could be
faved without baptifm ; but that, through the mercy of God, and earneft defire to be
baptifed lufficing, where better cannot be, if the governor at laft had fuch a defire, as

it was likely he had becaufe of the affeftion he bore our faith, as mentioned above, and
that he would have alked it, but that the violence of his diftemper hindered, therefore

it inightbe believed he was faved and not damned.

This anfwer, though new and unexpected, in fome meafure fatisfied them, ;n token

whereof they offered us fome whole buffaloes, fome boiled, fome roafted, which had
been facriliced to their new idol, the dead governor ; but we refufmg them, faying,

our law forbid us to eat of that flelh fo defiled by their facrifice, inftead of the dead fa-

crificed ^^nffaloes, they ordered others alive to be given us ; the governor's kindred

afterwaros fending us elephants, that we might return on them to Pulucambi with as

much honour as when the governor was living.

Thefe were the laft favours we received in virtue of the governor of Pulucambi's

fiavour ; and therefore returning home, we were left like fatherlefs children, forfaken by
all the world. Now nobody regarded us : the allowance of rice for our maintainance

failed, and we having but twenty crowns muft in a few days have been reduced to

great mifery and want ; and if any one fell fick we durft not call any body to open a

vein, becaufe we had not wherewithal to pay for it : and though there were among
them people very ready to fupply the needy, > '''lecially with fuftenance, as was faid

above, yet it was not convenient for us to alk thing, left we ftiould lofe all the ad-

vantage we gained, as to the converfion of fouls, becaufe they would have faid we went

not thither to preach the law of Jefus Chrift, but to fupply our wants under the protec-

tion of the governor. Nobody now came to our houfe, that firft Ihew of authority

ceafing ; and though we had learned the language of the country, yet they made no

ount of the words of three poor men left in the midft of infinite idolaters, and

defpifed our doftrlnes, as an invention of our own carried ihither to oppofe their an-

cient fefts and tenets.

Three years paffcd after this manner, and yet we were not fo much troubled at our

own wants, which God knows were very great, as to fee eveuy day lefs hopes of pro-

moting the fervice of God among thofe pagans, having during thefe three years con-

verted but very few, and that with unfpeakable labour and toil. Things were in this

ftate, in fome mcalurc defporate, we being inclinable to believe the time was not yet

come when it would pleai'e God to enlighten the darknefs of thofe people, either be-

cauiV our fins obftruded it, or fome other hidden judgment of God. But when our

human frailty Ihewed itlclf moil diffident of divine affiftance, even then, the more to

confound us, the God of mercy Ihcwed the wonderful effefts of his divine omni-

potence, that the noble undertaking of converting fouls might be wholly attributed to
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him, we then owning vfs had no power to proceed in it ; and that wc might know ex<

porimentaUy, that neither he who waters nor he who plants does any chiQgi but it is

God that givss the increafe, as will appear in the following chapter. ^ Ai«iO««tf|i /t u'r ttf

CHAP. V.—How Cod made Way for the Cotvoeffton of the Province of Pututmbi, hf
Means of the noblejl Pcrfons in it.

WE having nothing to maintain us at Pulucambi, and converting nobody, difperfed

ourfelves into feveral parts : F. Francis de Pina went to live at Faifd, a Japanefe city as

before mentioned, with a defign to ferve thofe Chriftlans whofe paftor he had been

before, and to live upon thqir alms. He being well (killed in the 'anguage of Cochin-

China, and talking it naturally, never ceafed there to preach o^r holy faith. F. Francis

Buzome went away for Turon, carrying along with him the beft interpreter we had,

to endeavour to obtain fome alms of the Portuguefe there that might at lead maintain

us two in Pulicambi, in our houfe at Nuoecman, till fome fupply came from Macao.

Thus was I left at Pulucambi folitary and difconfolate, without any hopes of the con«

verfion of thofe gentiles, when one day being at home, fa. from any fuch thought, I

faw a number of elephants before our door, with many ladies, and a large retinue of
gentlemen, after whom followed a great lady and principal matron, mod richly

clad, and adorned with abundance of rich jewels according to the fafhion of the

country. I was much furprifed at the unufual appearance and majedy of the lady, and
in fufpenfe, not imagining what might be the intention of this new vifit. Going out

at lad to receive her, I underdood me was wife to the ambaffador the King of Cochin-

China -vas fending to the King of Cambogia, which ambadador was a native of Nuoec-
man where we dwelt, and next the governor the chief man in that crty, who was then

at the court of Sinua, treating with the King upon the fubjedt of his embaffy. After

the ufual ceremonies and compliments, according to the cudom of the country, the

lady being unwilling to lofe time upon matters that were not to her purpofe, " Let us

come (laid flie) to the bufinefs I aim at. I have been fully informed, father, of your
coming into this country and province, and of the occafion of your coming ; 1 fee the

holy and un!)Icinilhed life you lead ; I know you preach and teach the true God; and
being fatisfied that this is mod agreeable to rcafon, am perfuaded that there is no
true law but yours, nor other God but yo>'rs, nor any way to life everlading but that you
teach

J
and therefore my coming to your houfe is for no other intent but earnedly

to beg of you, that, bathing me in your holy water, you will add me to the number
of Chridians : this is the utmod of my wifhes and defires." In the fird place I com-
mended her good and holy refolution, exhorting her to return thanks to God for fo

fignal a mercy bedowed on her in calling her to the knowledge of his lioly law,

tht-re being nothing in this world to be valued equal to the falvation of the foul. Next
I nwde njy excufe for not complyiilg immediately with her pious and reafonable re-

qued ; becaufe although I had fome knowledge of the Cochin-C'hinefe language, yet

it was not enough to indruft her in the lofty mydcrics of our Chiiltian religion ; and
therefore I advifed her excellency to wait for F. Buzome, who in a few days was to re-

turn from Turon, having with him an excellent interpreter, by whofe means die would
be indrudod as die ought to be to her own fatisfac^ion, and obtain tlic end of her holy

defu-es. " The great fire (replied die) that inflames my heart will not allow of fuch

a long delay ; anil the more fince my hulband is hourly expected from court, with

whom I am foon to embark for the kingdom of Cambogia, where the dangers .f the

fca being fretjuent, a dcrra may happoa to rife, where dying I may pcrifh for ever."

She
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She added that it was enough if I dlfcourfed of divine matters as I did of other ihingsi

tor Ihe fhould underftand all I faid. Thefp vifible tokens of her refolution obliging

me to it, I began in the bed manner I could to inform her in fcvcral nutters and prin-

ciples of our holy faith. Soon after it ploafcd God F. Bu/ome returned, and feeing

this good fuccefs, gave infinite thanks to God. The lady was much plcafcd with the

arrival of the interpreter, whom fhe had fo earneftly cxpcftod ; with whofe afliftancc,

and her continual application, ftudy, and attention at catechizing, which was done for

two tyjurs before and two hours after dinnei-, in a fortnight's time Ihe became perfect

in the Chriftian doftrine. Above all, what made the greateft iinpreflidn on her heart

was the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, true God, made man, and humbled for the fake of

man ; and therefore, in fome meafure to imitate our Saviour's great humility, (he for

the future came to our houfe, which was a good mile from hcr's, not only without

the ftate and elephants flie ufed before, but bare-footed, in dirt, and upon ftones,

obliging her gentlemen and ladies, by her example, to imitate her devotion.

In our fp ritual difcourfes, and expofition upon the catechifm, when we came to

make mention of hell, defcribe its torments, reprefent the greatnefs, eternity, and va-

riety of torments there fuifered, the horrible company of devils, the darknels of thofe

infernal dungeons and uninhabitable dens, and laftly the torture of fire, both fhe and

her ladies were fo terrified, that having by themfelves all night confidered upon what

they had heard, they cam-, again the next day to tell us they would all be Chriftians

to avoid that everlafling mifery. But we telling them it was impoffible, they being

fervants, and confequently concubines to the nmbafl'ador, according to the cuftom of

the country, as has been mentioned in the firfl treatife, the ambalTador's lady anfwered,
*' That impediment docs not concern m?."—" It is fo," faid we, " for your excellency

is your hufband's only wife, and has not to do with other men, and therefore may
freely be baptifed." At thefe words, lifting up her hands to Heaven, fhe gave fuch

tokens of joy as if fhe had been befide herfelf, though fhe had never been truly fo

much herfeU as when fhe fliewed fuch figns of joy for that which ought to be the only

caufe of all our fatisfaclion. Her women, on the other hand, feeing themfelves ex-

cluded the way of falvation, cried out aloud they would forbear being the ambalTador's

concubines, fince it obflructed their baptifm, and was the way to damnation. The
lady feconded their good purpofes, taking upon her to deliver them fiom that fin, and

get every one of them a hufband. All lets and impediments being removed by the

promifes of the lady and firm purpofes of the women, one day, which was the mofl

joyful I ever faw in my life, the ambalfador's lady richly apparelled and decked with

jewels, and nobly attended to our church by gentlemen, was baptifed with twenty-five

of her women, and as the chief of them called Urfula, to the glory of Jefus Chriff,

who by means of thefe few women opened a way to the converfions made by our mif-

fion in Cochin-Chlna.

After they were baptifed we went in proceilion to the palace of the ambaffador's lady

Urfula, where there was an oiatory, in which fhe ufed before to perform her fuper-

flitious devotions to an idol. When wc came i^ we firfl fprinkled the houfe with holy

water, and then the lady and her women courageouily laid hold of the idol, and throw-

fng it violently againft the ground, beat it to pieces, trampling on it ; in whofe place

we fet up a fine pidurcof our Saviour, which thofe new devout Chriftians falling down
devoutly worfhippcd, owning themfelves his mofl humble and devout flaves. Then-

we pur. about their necks fome Agnus Dei's, crofles, medals, and relics, which they

v;dued above the gold chains and firings of pearls they were adomeil with. Having

obtained this viftory over the devil, after faying the litany and other prayers in the
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oratory, now blefled, F. Buzotne and I returned home with that fatisfa£lion and thankf-

giving that every man may imagine. The ambaflador's lady and her women came
after this every day duly to mafs, catechize, and other fpiritual exerciles, with great

tokens of fervour and Chriflian piety.

At this time the ambaflador, huiband to the lady Urfula, came from court to depart

in a fhort time upon his embaiTy to the King of Cambogia. It is the cuilom of that

country, when the head of a family comes Troiii afar off, for the wife children, and

the reu of the family, to gc out at leail a mile upon the way to meet him. The lady

Urfula failed to perform this ceremony, being then ri;tired in her oratory. The huf-

band wondering at it, and I'ufpeding fhe might be hindered by iicknels, aiked what was
become of her j but underftanding flie was well, wondered at it the more, till coming
to the gate of his palaco and miffing the ufual reception, he began to miflruft (he was

angry with him. At length he went up and into the oratory, where he found his lady

and her maids, with Agnus Dei's and relics about their necks, beads in their hands,

and other Chriftian figns, praying before the image vi our Saviour. 'I'he ambailador

was allonifhed at this fight, and his lady, direding her difcuurfe to him, bid him not

wonder that flie had forbore the ufual compliments to him, becaufe (he was raifed tt >

a higher pitch of honour than he was, both me and her women being children of the

true God and Saviour of the world, Jefus Chrift, whole picture flie (liewed him, faying,

he ought to adore him if he would be equal to them in dignity. The ambafludor,

moved by his lady's words and the beauty of the pidlwre, with tear^ in his eyes fell

down and adored : then Handing up, he turned to his wife and women faying, " How
is it poffible you fliould be Chriltians ? Have you a mind to leave me i Do not you
know that the law the fathers preach forbid polygamy ? Therefore you mull either

find another dwelling-place, or I leave this to you and letk out another houfe." His

lady anfwered, " Neither need you depart nor we leave you, for there will be a remedy
for all things:" wifely concealing for the prefent the prohibition of plurality of wives,

to avoid that difficulty which would have bred a difturbance. The ambailador took

heart at thefe words, and conceivmg as yet that he need not b j obliged to leave his

women, thus pioufly inipoled upon, he faid he would be a C' riftian too, and follow

the good example let him by his wilV and her women.
The next morning betimes the aiubafl'ador came to our hoi' e to tell us, that fmce

we had made his wife a Chriltian, he had a mind to embrace the fame religion, if we
thoupht it praflicablo. Very pradicablc, laid we, full of joy and fatisfadion at i'o grate-

ful a qucftion ; for in cafe he were rclulved, wc would in a (hort time inllrutt him fuffi-

cicntly to be baptilcd. He was pleafed j and as the atiairs of his embalfy took up the

day, fo that he had not Icifure to be inftructetl, upon his requcft we agreed to go tt) his

houfe at night, where we began to catechize him, ccmtinuing it for twetity nights four

or five hours at a time, acquainting him with the my lleries of our holy faith, from
the creation of the world till the redemption of man, the glory of heaven and pains of

hell. It was no fmall matter for j great a perfon, and fo full of bufmefs, to lofe

his fleep to hear the word of Gou , and he paid great attention to it, alking many very

ingenious queflions, which Ihewed his great wit. In all our difcourfes our whole

aim was to imprint the truth of our holy law in the heart of this nobleman, and

make it agreeable to rcalbn, fo that being made fenfible of the great importance of

falvation, and the terror of the pains of hell, and being well inclined to, and convinced

of the certainty of, our religion, he might afterwards make lefs difficulty in the main

point concerning polygamy, which was the only thing he lluck at, and which we
till thea had dclignedly forbore to fpeak of. Having gone'fo far towards the am-

balfadur's
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baflfador't converfion, we began to expound upon the commandments, ivhere we
informed him, that among Chrirtians it was unlawful to have many wives.

The propofition war fo unexpcfted, that like fire with water thrown on it, the am-
baflador prefently cooled, and taking loave of us, faid this was a matter of great con-
fequence, and therefore required time to come to a refolution. This anfwer was fo
difplcafing and grievous to us, that returning home we fpent that night in prayer and
mortification, praying to Cod with all the fervour we could, that he would be pleafed

to put a happy conclufion to the work he had fo well begun. Next morning one of

ihe nioft learned omi'aiis in the city came to us from the ambaflador, to( examine the

reafons for the prohibition of polygamy. Among other objedlions this man made
one, in his opinion of the greateu force ; which was, why plurality of wives fhould

be forbid, fmcc generation and children were a work of perfection, and fo agreeable

to nature, chieHy when a mau had a barren wife, as was the ambaflador's cafe, and
might not have another to get heirs upon. We wanted not anfwers according to our
divinity, but perceiving they were not fatisfaftory to them who were not ufed to our
theological notions, we at lalt added a reafon out of fcripture, whereof the ambaflador

had before fome knowledge from us, and it j 'cafcd God this made an imprefllon on
his heart, and ablblutely convinced him. This was putting him in mind, that God>
being fo juft, and the law he had prefcribed fo agreeable to natural reafon, as he him-
fclf had owned, he ought without doubt to obey m this point, fince God himfelf com-
manded it ; and this fo much the more in regard that God creating man, intimated

the fame to him, when there was mod occafion for propagating the human race, and
yet he gave Adam but one wife, whereas he could as eafily have given him many more,

that man might multiply the farter. This reafon, 1 fay, fully fatisfied the ambaflador,.

yet finding it difficult to obferve the precept, as being* a thing he was much addided

to : " Is there no remedy," faid he, " or difpcnfation from the pope, or any other

means, though never fo difficult, to have this point remitted?" We told him it was in

vain to fcik any redrefs whatfoever in this cafe ; and therefore, if he defircd to be faved,

he muft difmiis the other women, and ftick to his wife. Then the ambaflador lifting

up his eyes and hands to heaven, as it were ftruggling with himfelf, and preflTed on by
truth, with a generous refolution faid, " If then multiplicity of wives be inconfiflent

with my falvation, let them all go in the name of God ; for it is a pity to lofe an eter-

nity of glory, for a tranfitory delight." Then turning to his concubines, who were

prcfent with his wife, he difchargcd them all : but perceiving they laughed at his dif-

clmrge, as a thing that would never ftand good, to (hew he was in earneft, he

ordered his wife to pay them all oft' immediately, and let not one of them flay in his

palace that night. After which turning again 'o the fathers, "Behold," faid he,

' 1 have readily performed all you commanded me." Having obtained our defires,

we went home to pive thanks to Almighty God.

But the devil found out a way ftill to make oppofition, making ufe of the lady

Tlrfula's womanifli temper; for flie had not the heart to turn away thofe women
flie had bred up trom their infancy in her houfe, and loved them as if they were her

own children. Therefore fonie ftrife arifing between the man and his wife, heprefling

to have them gone, and Ihe oppoling, the ambaflfador dilVatisfied came to us to juflify

himl'elf, and defire to be baptifed, fince the impediment was removed, he beiii'^

willing the women fliould depart from his hoiife. We were about going to work,

perceiving he fpoke rationally, and particularly becaufe he refolvcd they fliould not

continue in his houfe as his concubines, but as his lady's fervants. But tlie good man
making a paufc as if hft were rellediui,, at lalt faid he had a fcruple to propoie :

" Since,
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** Since, accordIi»{( to what you fathers have taught ni«," faid he, **God few into tht

hoart of man, aiul cannot be deceived, though 1 detiru to forfake and lend away the

women, yet whiUl tli y continue in the houfe, 1 plainly fee, cither my old habits

or tlie frailty of nature will ealily caufe me to fall again into fin i therefore me'.hinks

I do not proceed with due fincerity in this affair." VVe perccivhig, by the ambal-

fador's dilcreet and I'liriilian difcourfe, he forefaw the danger of being in the iminc-

diate opportunity of tin, itudied foine proper means to remove fo confiderable an im-

pediment ; but nothing occurring for the prefent, he himfelf being very earneU upon
the bufincfs, propofcd a method, whii h we adhered to as the beft of all others

:

" Fathers," faid he, " the fafcft way 1 can think of is, that you as their direftors

werfully ptfrfu.iJe the ChriAian women that were my concubines, (for the heathens

will infallibly make my wife turn away\ that in cafe through frailty 1 fhould be

under any temptat'on they refill mc rcfoluttly ; and forafmuch as I bear a great re-

fped to, and fland in awe of our Saviour's pidure placed in the oratory, if the

women lie in that place, I will rather be torn to pieces than have any thing to do with

them in the prefence of that great lord ; and they being thus fecured againd n\f, till

there be an opportunity of marrying them, it will be known abroad that they are not

kept in the houfc as my concubines, but only as ferviiiits to my fole wife Urfula, and

the people will be fcafible I do not ad contrary to the law of God." This method
was fo well approved of, that the day after it was put in execution, the ambaifador

was baptized in great flate, attended by drums, fiefs aiiil other inflruments, and he

himfelf clad in rich apparel. With him were baptized twenty other gentlemen, his

bed friends, and he had the name of our holy patriarch Ignatius given him. After

which, taking his wife Urfula by the hind, fhe renewed the old contrad of n\atri-

niony as a facrament of the church, 'ihe joy they all experienced at their baptiftn

and new marriage was unlpeakable.

It now remained that the ambaffador fhould depart on his embafTy for Cambogia i

and he ordered that the fhip which was to carry him, fhould have a crofs in its colours,

and the pidure of the glorious father St. Ignatius his protidor, caufing all the jacks

and pennants to exprefs the religion he profefTcd. Embarking with all his gentlemen

and Chriflian women, he had a profperous voyage from Nuoecman to Cambogia.

"When the fquadron appeared, being well known to the people of Cambogia to be

the ambaflador's, they were all adonilhed at feeing Chriftian colours fet up ; and

therefore they imagined tliat the King of Cochin- C'hiiia, inltcad of the ordinary am-

haflador, had fent Ibme extraordinary Portuguefe Chi iflian ; but their doubt was foon

cleared, on feeing the ulual ambaifador land with a crofs and medals on his brealt

among the gold chains and jewels. 'I'liis fight on the one hand moved the Portu-

guefe and Japanefe Clirillians, who reiide there on account of" trade, to give fhouts of

joy, and blefs Cod for this new oil'spring Cochin-Cliiiia had produced ; and on the

other, the heathens could not believe that the ambaflador, who before was obferved to

be exccfTively lafciviuus, fliould embrace the Chriiiian religion, which forbids all iin-

modtfty. But the giace of the Holy Ghofl foon appeared to flrengthen human frailty jv

f(.r though the ambaflador at his palace in Cambogia, had double the number of con-

cubiiicf!, that generally ufed to attend his wife, he ordered them to be all difniilTed
;

nor did he ever lift up his eyes to look at them ; which made his fame fprcad abroad,

as of a man of fingular fandity and virtue ; and being reputed a man of great know-

ledge, his example moved many of the moft learned pcrfons of r«lucanibi to be

baptized. ,

CHAT.
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GOD's infinite mercy, and his ardent defire for the falvation of mankind, difcovers

various means fuitable to the fcveral conditions of perfons, which are as it were fo

many ways to diredl and lead them to that end for which they were created. Thus
we foe he himfelf in pcrfon called upon his people, and complying with the inclina-

tion of the perfons, invited the wife nun by means of the ftar ; Denis the Areopagite,

the adronomer, by the prodigy of the wonderful eclipfe ; St. Auguftinc by the Know-
ledge of the true light and law, and the confufion and obfcurity of former errors ;

and in fine, he calls the ignorant multitude, by the means of prodigies, wonders, and
miracles. So it fell out in the new church of Cochin-China } for when his divine

majcdy had by himfelf convinced feme of the principal perfons, as has been fhewn,

next he called not only the learned and wife philofophers and mathemat'Mans, by
means of fome eclipfes, as fliall be explained in this chapter, but alfo the omfaiis or

prieds, who were hardened in the errors of their heathei fcfts, to the knowledge of

the true religion, as the following chapter will make appear. And lady in the next

to that we (hall fet down how he opened the way of falvation to the proplc by means
of feveral prodigies and miracles.

Now to come to the manner of converting the wife and learned Cochin-C i;!nefe,

reputed excellent mathematicians, by means of the eclipfe. For the better >. ider-

flanding of what follows, it is rcquifite in the fird place to be acquainted witl a ;udom
they have in this kingdom relating to the fcience of adrology, b"' particularly of

eclipfes; for they make fuch a great account of it, that they nave li^e halls wherf;

it is taught in their univerfity, and there are fpecial a'lowances (liguod the adro-

logers ; as for indance, lands which pay them a tribute or dipend. The King has

his peculiar aftrologers, and fo has the Prince his fon, who ufe all their art to fet dowa
eclipfes exaftly. But wanting the reformation of the calendai* and other matters,

relatiug to the motion of the fun and moon which we have, they commit fome midakes

in the calculation of the moons and eclipfes, wherein they general'y err two or three

hours, and fomctimcs, though not fo often a whole day ; though generally they are

right as to the material part of the eclipfe. Every time they hit right, the King re-

wards them with a certain quantity of land ; and fo when they millake, that fame

quantity is taken from them.

The rcafon why they make fuch account of foretelling the eclipfe, is bccaufe of the

many fuperditions at that time ufed towards the fun and moon, for wMch they prepare

themlelves in a very folemn manner : for the King i v.- told the day and hour a

month before the eclipfe happens, fends orders thruu^; jut all the provinces of the

kingdom, for the learned and common people to be in reaiHncfs that day. When the

time is come, all the lords in every province meet with their governors, commanders,

and gentry, and the people with their proper ofiicers in every city and liberty. The
greattd ali'embly is at court, where the principal men of the kingdom are, who all go

out with colours and arms. Fhd goes the King clothed in mourning, and after him

all the court, who lifting up th^ir eyes to the fun or moon, as the eclipfe comes on

them, make feveral obcilances and adorations, fpeaking fome words of compaflion for

the pain thofe planets endure ; fur they look upon the eclipfe to be no other, but thai:

the dragon fwallows up the fun or moon ; and therefore, as we fay, the moon is all or

half eclipfed, fo they fay, " Da an nua, Da an het " that is, tlie dragon has eaten

half, now he eats all.

This
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This way of expreflion, though it be nothing to the purpofe, yet it (hews that they

affign the lame ground for the eclipfe originally that we do, which is the cutting of the

eclipfe, that is the fun's circle and the line of the courfe of the moon in thofe two
points which we call the dragon's head and tail, as aftronomers well know : whence
It follows, that the very fame dodrint and the fame terms and names of the dragon,

are common to both us and them, and fo they give names like ours to the figns of the

zodiac, fuch as Aries, Taurus, Gemini, &c. And thus in procefs of time the pcopio

have invented fabulous raufes of the eclipfe, inftead of the true, faying that the fun

and moon, when eclipfed are drowned by the dragon ; whereas at that time they are

really in the head or tail of the aftronomical dragon.

Now to fpeak of the compaflion they have for thofe fuflering planets ; when the

adoration is over, they begin firfl: at the King's palace, and thon throughout all the

city, to fire mufkets and caimon, ring bells, found trumpets, beat druuis, and play

upon other inftruments, even to the clattering of the kettles, and other utenfils of the

kitchen in all houfes : and this is done in order that the dragon may be frightened

witii the great noife, and not proceed to eat any more but vomit up what he has already

eaten of the fun or moon.

When we were informed of this cuftom, the firfl eclipfe that happened was one
of the moon in the year 1620, on the 9th of December at eleven at night. I was

then in the city of Nuoecman in the province of Pulucambi, where was the com-
mander of the ward we lived in, whole fon was become a ChrilUan ; though the

father, being proud of his own learning, defpifed not only our religion, but our
knowledge ; and we earneftly defired his converfion, hoping that if he received the

Catholic faith, his example would induce thofe of his vnrd or quarter to do the fame.

This man came once to vifit us before the eclipfe of the moon happened, and in dif-

courle we chanced to talk of it, he pofitively afiirming there would be no fuch eclipfe :

and though we demonilrated it to him, according to our calculation, and Ihewcd him
the figure of it in our books, yet he would never believe it ; alledging among other

arguments for his obftinacy, that if any fuch eclipfe were like to be, the King would
doubtlefs have fent him notice a month before, according to the cuftom of the king-

dom, whereas there wanted but eight days of the time by us appointed ; wherefore

he having no fuch advice, it was a certain fign there would be no fuch eclipfe. He
perfilting obflinately in his opinion would needs lay a wager of a cabaia, which is a

filk gown. We agreed to it on condition that if we loft we were to give him fuch a

garment ; but if we won, inftead of paying the gown, he was to come to us for eight

days fucceflively, to hear the catcchifm and myfteries of our faith expounded. He
replied, he would not only do fo, but the very moment he faw the eclipfe would be-

come a Cliriftian : for he faid, if our dodrine was fo certain and infallible in fuch

hidden and heavenly things as eclipfes arc, and theirs fo erroneous, there was no doubt

but our religion and knowledge of the true God was no lefs certain and fafe, and theirs

falfe. The day of the eclipfe being come, the aforefaid gentleman, with a groat many
fcholars, came to our houfe at night, bringing ihein as witncfl'es of the event. But

becaufe the eclipfe was to be at eleven at night, I went to fay my oflice, turning up
the hour glafs in the meanwhile. An hour before the time thele n\en came feveral

times, calling upon me by way of derilioa to lee the eclipfe, thinking I had not

withdrawn to fay my ofilce, but had hid ntyfclf for ftiame that there would be no
eclipfe. Yet they could not but wonder at riy aflurance in anfwering them that the

hour was not yet come, till the glals was run out, which they gazed at, as if it had

been fomc wonderful thing. 'J'hen going out, I Ihewcd them that the circle of the

*3 moon



be-

fuch

tioubt

theirs

AN ACCOUNT OF COCHIN-CHIKA. il/

moon on that fide the ech'pfe began, was not fo perfca as it fliovild be, and loon after

all the moon being darkened, they perceived the truth of tny prediction. The com-
mander ajid all of them being aftoniflied, prefently fent to give notice of it to all the
ward, and fpread the news of the eclipfe throughout the city, that every man might go
out to make the ufual noife in favour of the moon

; giving out every where, that there
were no fuch men as the fathers, whofe doarine and books could not fail behig true,

fmce they had fo exadUy foretold the eclipfe, which their learned men had taken nu
notice of; and therefore in performance of his promife, the commander with all his

family became Chriftians, as did many more of his ward, with fome of the moil barncd
men of the city and others of note.

Such another accident happened at the fame time, though among people of greater
quality, and in a more eminent place. Though the King's aftrologers had not forefeen

this eclipfe, yet thofe belonging to the Prince at Cacciam, being more fludious and
intelligent, foretold it, but with a grofs miftake as to the time : for it was not of au
hour or two as ufual, but of a whole day, giving c'Jt that the full moon and confe-

t^uenily the eclipfe would be a day fooner than it was. F. Francis de Plna, who was
then at court, had given notice of it to a courtier who was very great with the Prince,

being his omgne ; that is, limilar to mafter of the ceremonies. The father told hiiu,

that fince the eclipfe was not to happen as their adrologors laid, but as F. Chrillopher

Borri affirmed, the following night, he flviuld give the Prince his mafter notice of it.

But the omgne not giving entire credii to the father would not do that duty of his

ofiice at that time. The hour appointed by the aftrologers being come, and the Prince

having notice of it, he went out with his whole court, according to cuftom, to fee and
help the moon, that as they faid was to be eclipfeu ; but finding he was deceived, and
growing angry with his mathematicians for their miftake, he ordered they fhould for-

feit the revenue of a town, according to the cuftom before mentioned. Hence tl*e

omgne took occadon to acquaint the Prince that the European father had, before

thi« happened, told him the eclipfe would be the night following. The Prince

was mightily pleafed that the fathers (hould hit right, where his mathematicians had
mifcarned.

The omgne repaired immediately to the father, to know the precife time of the

eclipfe ; who having fhewed him that it was to be exaclly at eleven the following

night, he ftill continued doubtful of the truth of the matter, and therefore would not

wake the Prince till he faw the beginning of the eclipfe. Then he ran to rouze him,

and he coming out with fome of his courtiers, performed the ufual ceremonies and

adorations to the moon. Yet he would not make the matter publicly known, for fear

of utterly difcrediting their books and mathetnaticians, though all men conceived a

great opinion of our doArine, and particularly the omgne, who from that time for-

wards for a whole month came to hear the catechizing, diligently learning all that

belongs to our holy faith. However he was not baptized, wanting refolution to over-

come the difficulty of the multiplicity of women, as the ainbalfador Ignatius had done

before. He forbore not nevertlielefs with much fervour publicly to declare that our

Uodrine and law wore true, and all others falfe, and faid he would certainly die a

Chriftian, which excited many others to defire to be baptized.

Having mentioned the eclipfe of the moon, we will conclude with another ol the

fun, which happened on the 22u of May 1621, and which the Ring's aftrologers fore-

told was to Ijft two hours ; but having conceived a great opinion of us as to this par-

ticular, for their own greater fccurity they came to aik our opinion concoiniiiu' it. I

told them it was true there would be an eclipfe of the fun, the figure of wliicii I ihcwed
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in our ephcmeridcs ? but I purpofely forbore to let them know that it would not be
feen in Cochin-China, by r^afon of the moon's parallax to the fun. Now they know
not what the parallax is, which is the rcafon they are often deceived, not finding

the juft time by their books and calculations. This I did, that their error being ob-

fervcd, our knowledge might appear the more : I iherefore demanded time to find out

the prccife time, faying, in general terms, it was requifite to meafure heaven by the

earth, to difcover whether that eclipfe would be vifible in their country ; and I delayed

the anfwer fo long, till the time of making known the eclipfe being come, the aftrolo-

gers, fatisfied that our book agreed with their opinion, without farther rcflcdion, con-

cluded the eclipfe was moft certain, and advifed the King to publifli it after the ufual

manner. When the aftrologers had fpread their falfe predidions throughout the king,

dom, I gave it out that the eclipfe would not be feen at all in Cochin-Chinn. This

aflertion of ours was communicated to the Prince, who being doubtful in the matter,

fent his mathematicians to me to aflc my opinion, and argue the point. This difpute

had no other effefl on them but only to increafe their doubt, and hold the Prince

in fufpenfe, whether he ought to fend his orders throughout the kingdom, as the King
his father had done, or pnblifh the contrary ; for. On the one hand, it wrought upon
him to fee that both their books and ours granted the eclipfe, wherefore he thought

it would be a difhonour to him in cafe he happened not to have fent the ufual advice ;

and, on the other hand, he had a great opinion of I's on account of the antecedent eclipfe

of the moon. Hereupon fending to confuit me again, I anfwered, that having calcu-

lated the eclipfe very exactly, I found it could not poflibly be vifible in his kingdom
;

and therefore he need not take any care to fend advice about the country, for I would be
anfwerable for his and his aftrologers* reputation, againft the King and his mathema-
ticians. He at laft relied upon my words, and took no care to give notice in his liberty

of the eclipfe; the whole court and King's aftrologers wondering at it, and they enquir-

ing into the caufe of the Prince's negled, were anfwered, that he had better mathe-

maticians in his court than the King his father : by which they underftood that fome
of our fathers being there, he forfook the opinion of the natives for theirs. However
the publication they had made being irrevocable, the ufual prcpara ':.r,o were made
againfl the day of the eclipfe, till the hour being come, they experimeii.'. iHy perceived

their error. The day was clear and not a cloud to be feen, and though it was the

month of May, when the fun is there in the zenith, and the time of the day about three

in the afternoon when the heat is violent, yet the King did not omit to go out with his

courtiers, enduring all the burning fun for a long time ; but finding himfelf impofed

upon, and being much inccnfed, as well on account of the great heat he endured as at

the ignorance of his mathematicians, who had put him to that trouble without any

reafon, he reprimanded them feverely. They alleged for their excufe that there would

be an eclipfe mfallibly, but that they had made a day's miftake as to the conjundion of

the moon, and therefore it would b* feen the next day at the fame hour. The Kingfub-

mitted to his aftrologers, and comiag out the next day at the fame hour, futfered the

fame inconvenience of heat, to the great Ihame of his aftrologers, who efcaped not

unpunifhed j for he not only took away their revenues, but ordered they fhould kneel

a whole day in the court of the palace bare-headed, cxpofcd to the heat of the fun, and

to the fcom of all the courtiers. To return to the Prince who had got the better in

this point, he wrote to his father in a jefting manner, that though he was his fon, he

had outdone him as to the eclipfe, and had more learned men at his court.

It is not to be imagined how much reputation this accident gained us among the

learned, iafomuch that even the King's and Prince's mathematicians came to us,
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earrteftly begging we would receive them as our fcholars i and upon this account the
fame of the fathers was every where fo great, that not only our knowledge in aftronomy

but our religion was extolled above their own } they arguing from the heavenly bodies

to things above the heavens, as I faid before.

CHAP. VII.— How God opened another Way to Chrijlianityy by meam of the Omfaiisy
or Heathen Pricjis.

GOD in his infinite wifdom foreknowing of how great confequence it would be
for the converfion of thofe heathens, that fome of their priefts or omfaiis fhould be
converted, becaufe of the great authority they have among all the people, it pleafed

his divine majefty to open even this way to his holy faith. An cmfaii, whofe name
was Ly, lived near to our houfe, and had the charge of an idol temple, and being a
neighbour had frequent opportunities of converfiag with us, and of coming to fome
knowledge of our rules, adions, and courfe of life. This pleafed him fo well, that

proceeding (till farther, he would needs be informed as to the law of God, whereof
we gave him a full account ; and coming to difcourfe of the refurreftion of our Lord,
(hewing him how he rofe again, that he and all men might rife again the laft day, he
was fo pleafed at it, that being infpired by God, he aflced to be baptized, which was
accordingly granted to him and all his family on Chriftmas night, which he fpent on
his knees in prayer with floods of tears, uttering thefe words : " Tuii ciam biet ;" that

is, " I knew not :
' as if he would have faid, " Forgive me, my God, for till now

I knew you not." Ihen continuing fome time very flill, as it were contemplating, he
repeated the fame words, making a fweet harmony to the new born infant. After

baptifm he took fuch an affeftion for us, that he refolved to come to us with all his

family, that he might live under our rule ; but being informed that could not be done,

becaufe he was married, he refolved to live nearer to our houfe, that he might regu-

late his adions by the found of our bell, even to faying the long litany in his oratory,

at the time we ufed to fay it every day, according to the cuftom of the fociety. And
it is remarkable, that obferving us at a certain hour ufed to fay our beads walking, he

would walk at the fame time, to the amazement of his countrymen, who look upon

walking as a (Irange and ridiculous action, for they never going a ftep but what is about

bufmeOi, or to fome diverfion, regarded our walking as idle, becaufe we went to a place

for no othor purpule but to return ; fo that the people flocked to fee us walk, and

admiring the Itrangonofs of it (aid, " Om/aii di lay ;" that is, " the father goes and

comcis. Plies and comes." Yet their gazing did not make omfaii Ly leave oflP his

cullom, which tended to nothing but to be like us in all points. He had but one wife,

and had lived about thirty years, which was his age, fo ilriclly up to the law of nature,

that he had never, as he faid, to that time, knowingly deviated in any matter of confe-

^^ucnce from what was ju(t and upright ; and his adoring of idols was becaufe he

thought it contrary to reafon not to adore them. This fliews how true that dodrine

of divines is, n;imely, tiiat God never fails to have baptifm adminifl:ered, either by the

hands of nu-n, as tills was, or the miniftry of angels, to a heathen who lives a good

moral life, accdrding to tlie didates of reafon and law of nature. This omfau Ly
wholly devoted himfelf to the fervice of God, and after providing for the maintenance

of hisfamilv, all lie and they could earn was befl:owed upon our church, taking fpecial

care of its neatiiefs and decency, and of adorning the altars.

Nor was this all God required of this his beloved fervant ; for he fo inflamed his

heart, that he applied hiiufclf to preach the faith of Chrift pubUcly, making the myftery
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of the refurre£lion the ufual fubjed of his difcourfe, whereby he attra£ied tmi coiy.

verted abundance not only of the common fort, but feveral omfaiis ; and though he
was none of the moft learned^ vet his fervour fo well fupplled that defeat, that among
thofe who came to defire baptiun there was oae of the moft learned and famous men
of the kingdom, whofe authority, he himfelf proving the falfity of the heathen lefts,

imn.ediaten^ increafed the harvefl of the cluurch. This man therefore took upon him
to oppofe tne other gentiles, eafily confuting them, as bemg well acquainted with the

grounds they vent upon ; hereby very much eafmg our fathers^ who not being fo

well acquainted with their fe£ts, could not fa well oppofe them.

And in truth there was need of this affidance ; mr there is fuch variety of omfaiis

\n that country, that it looks as if the devil had endeavoured among thefe gentiles to

reprefent the beauty and variety of religious orders inftituted by holy men m the Ca-
tholic church, their feveral habits anfwering tiieir feveral profefTions ; for fome are

clad in white, others in black, fome in blue, and other colours ; fome living in com«
munity, fome like curates, chaplains, canons, and prebends ; others profefs poverty,

living upctfi aimss ; others exercife the works of mercy, miniftering to the fick, either

natural phytic or magical charms, without receiving any reward ; others undertaking

fome pious work, as building bridges or fuch other things for the public good, or
erefting temples, and going about the kingdom, begging alms to this purpofe, even
as for as the kingdom of 1bnchin ; others teach the dodrine of their religion, who
being very rich, have public fchools, as univerfal mafters. There are alfo fome om •

fatis who profefs the farrier's trade, and compaflionateiy cure elephants, oxen and
horfes, without afking <uiy reward, being fatisfied with any thing that is freely given
them. I^ly, others look to the monafteries of women, who live in community, and
admit of no man among them but the omfaii who looks after them, and they are all

lus wives.

There are vaft temples with beautiful towers and fteeples, nor is there any town,,

though never fo little, without a temple to worfliip its idols, which are generally very
large ftatues with abundance of gold and filver fhut up in their breads- or bellies, where
nobody dares to ^^uch it, till extreme neceflity obliges fome thief to gut the idol, with-

out regard to fo great a facrilege as that is accounted among them ; and what is very
ranarkable, they have chaplets and firings of beads about their necks, and make fo

many proceffions that they outdo the Chriftians in praying ^o their falfe gods. There
are alfo among them fome perfons refembling abbots, bifhops, and archbifliops, and
they ufe gilt (laves not unlike our crofiers, infomuch that if .my man come newly into

that country, he might eafily be perfuaded there had been CiirifUans there in former
times : fo near has the devil endeavoured to imitate us. This will give us an oppor-

tunity of here adding a chapter of the fefts in Cochin-China, to give fome light

how we may draw that people out of fuch darknefs, and bring them into the light of
the f*r>(pe\.

CHAP. VIII.— y^/wr/ Jccoum of the Sals in Cocbin-China.

THE end of all fefts is either the god they adore, or the glory and happinefs they

cxpeft ; fome believing the immortality of the foul, others concluding that all endi

when the body dies. Upon thefc two principles the eaflern nations build all their

fefts ; all which took their origin from a great mefaphyficiim of the kingdom of Siara,

le was Xaca, much more ancient than Ariftotle, and nothing inierior to him

, and the knowledge ot natural things. The acutenefs o; this man's wit
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exciting him to confider the nature and fabric of the world, reflecting on the beginning

and end of all things, and particularly of human nature, the chief lady of this worldly

palace j he once went up to the top of a mountain, and there attentively obferving the

«noon, wftich rifing in the darknefs of the night, gently railed itfelf above the horizon

to be hid again the next day in the fame darknefs, and the fun rifmg in the morning
to fet ag<im at night, he concluded that moral as well as phyfical and natural things

were nothing, came of nothing, and ended in nothing. Therefore returning home, he

wrote feveral bookaand large volumes on this fubjedt, entitling them, ** Of Nothing ;"

wherein he taught that the things of this world, by reafon of the duration and meafure

of time, are nothing ; for though thef had exiftence, faid he, yet they would be nothing,

TiOthing at prefent, and nothing in time to come, for the prefent being but a moment,
^'as the fame as nothing.

His fecond argument he grounded on the compofition of things : let us inftance,

MA he, a rope, which not being naturally diftinguiflied from its parts, inafmuch as

they give its being and compofition, fo it appears that the rope as a rope is nothing j

for as a rope it is no diilind thing from the threads It is compofed of, and the hemp
has no other being but the elements whereof its fubftance ccniifts ; fo that refolving

all things after this manner into the elements, and thofe to a fort of materia prima-

and mAre pstcntia, which is therefore aftually nothing, he at laft proved, that the

heavenly things, as well as thofe under the heavens, were truly nothing

!

In the fame manner did he argue as to moral things : that the natural happinefs

of man did not confift in a pofitive concurrence of all that is good, which he looked

upon as impoffible, but rather in being free from all that is evil, and therefore faid, it

was no other thing but to have no difeafe, pain, trouble, or the like ; and for a maq^ to

have fuch power over his paffions as not to be fenfible of affe£tion or averfion, to

honour or difgrace, want or plenty, riches or poverty, life or death, and that herein

confifted true beatitude : whence he inferred, that all thefe things being nothing, they

took their origin as it were from a caufe not efficient but material, from a principle

which in truth was nothing but an eternal, infinite, immenfe, immutable, almighty, and

to conclude, a God that was nothing, and the origin of this nothing !

As a prelude or introduftion to his fed, this philofopher gave fonie account of the

making of the world under two metaphors. The one was that the world came out of

an egg, which ftretched out fo vaftly that the heavens were made of the (hell j the air,

fire and water of the white ; and of the yolk, the earth and al! earthly things. Th«
other metaphor he took from the body of a vaft great jnan, whom they call Banco,

whom he would call Microcofm ; faying, that the mat's of tho world came from him,

his fcull extending to form the heavens, his two eyes makii : the lun and moon, his

flelh the earth; his bones the mountains, his hair plants and trees, and his belly the

fea ; and thus applying all the limbs and parts of man's body to the fabric and orna-

ment of the world, he 'added, that the other men fpread about all the world, were made

of this great man's lice !

Having eftablilhed this doftrine (S ;thing, he gathered fome fcholars, by whofe-

means he fpread it throughout all the eaft. But the •'"hinofe, who knew that a fed

which reduced all things to nothing was hurtful to the f,.:vernment, would n . '..'arken

to It, nor allow the' e was no punilhment for wicked men, or that the haj ^aefs of

the good (hould be reduced only to the being free from fufferings in this world, amf

the authority of the Chinefe being fo great, others following their example rejedtc

'

his doftrine. Xaca diffatisfied that he was difappointed of followers, changed hu

mind, and retiring wrote feveral other great books, teaching that there was a real

origin
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origin of all things, a lord of heaven, hell, iumiortality, and tranfmigration of foulc

from one body to another, better or worfe, according to the merits or demerits of

the perfon ; though they do not forget to aflign a fort of heaven and hell for the fouli

of departed, expreflinp the whole metaphorically under the names of things corp^jrcilv

and of the joys and fufltVrings or :his world.

This fecond doftrine being made public, the Chinefe received it, and abovft other's

the bonzes, who are generally the meaneft ai.'l moit inconfiderable people >.a Ji;j»;<,»,

•who being zealous for their fpiritual ji'.^vantag!' admitted this doftrine. and pref«;rvor'

it in twelve feveral forts of feds all dift'ering fr^m one another, thoi (;h that v. hjch u
moft followed and edeemed is the opinion and k&. that belle res all to be nothing,

which they call genfiu. Thefe fometimes go a; road into a ndd to hear a lormon,

that is, a difoourfe of blifs maoe by a bonzo, wfir treats < i no other fubjeft but to

perfuade his .vngregation that human blifs k nothing, ^nd that he is happy 'vho

values not vhetuer he has children or no children, whether he is rv h or ..oor, fick

or well, am! ihf like; and the bonzo ^reaches tlii; doftrine '.'.ith fuch Clrength of

argument and vsi.tmen^e. »! «» the :u Jience being fully bent upt-n 'ise contempt

of all things, \hk\i Jn thein'tivCA «hey i. >k upon as nothing, fuffei' ig ihemlelv: =" to

be in a manner tranlportcd, iltey !i'Kmix.i their fatisfaftlon and happincfs in this man-
ner, often crying out vith a lo^u vet;:

,

** xia, "in, xin," that is, nothing, nothing,

nothing, accomp;myinf4 tiieir y'jcfs a':M( certain bits of boards they clap between

the fingers of one hand. ftr)kii g .< enj tcwther with the other (as boys play on
their fnapp.^rs), an'i witli thi': tiOiie they are quit* befide themfelveSa as if they

were drunk, -nd thei. they hy they have done an aft of blifs. The J;:panefe and

others making fo grei^t ncccunt of this opinion of nothing, was the caui: that when
Xrca the author of it approached his death, calling together his isiiciples, he

piolefted to them on ''v:- word of a dying man, that during the many yeare he had

livei' ^nd ftudied, he Iia:! found nothing fo true, nor any opinion fo well jij^rounded

as WKt, 'he feft of nothiiii' j and though his fecond dodrine feemtd to dirler from
it, yet tJi'v muft look upot^ it as no contradidion or recantation, but rather a proof

and confinnafion of the firft, though not in plain terms', yet by way of n:;«taphors

and parabK- ^ which might all be applied to the opinion of nothing, as would
plainly appeai • y his books.

But it is rime < ^ return to our Cochin-Chinefe, v ho not receiving this m.oft foolilh and

vain dottrine, which denying the fubftantial form, reduces all things to nothing, they

g(.'nerally throughout all the kingdom hold the immortality of the foul, and confe-

quently t'?rnal rewards for the juil, and punifhments for the wicked, yet mixing a

tnoufand errors with thefe truths. Tlie firfl: of which is, that they do not diftinguifli

between tife immortal foul and the demons, calling both by one and the iai;ie name
Maa, and attributing to them both the fame practice of doing mifchief to the living.

The fecond is, ihat they aflign one of iht- rewards of the foul to be tranfmigration from

one body to ariothcr more worthy, nobler, and in greater di;.^nity ; as from one of the

common f" if to a King, or great lord. The third, that the fouls of the dead fland

in need of ""'.lenance and corporeal food, and therefore at certain times in the year

according to their cullom, the children make plentifil entertainments for ..^ir dead

parents, men for their wives, and friends for their acquaintance departet' ;• .I'dng a

long time for the dead gueft to come and fit down at table to eat. '
. r-\e day

confuted thefe errors with arguments, "'hich philofophers call a priori^ r ' crefore

told them, that the foul was a fpirit, - . had no mouth or other u)^ : '.: rt to eat,

and therefore they ^ere deceived to they could feed. And tt. ' ii f.^'hriori, for

•a in
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in cafe they did eat, the diflies would not be fo full after they had done as they were
before. They laughed at thefe arguments, faying, thefe fathers know nothing ; and
to folve both difficulties, anfwered, that meat confilled of two parts, one the fubftance,

the other the accidents of quantity, quality, fmell, tafte and the like. The imma-
terial fouls of the dead, faid they, taking only the fubftance ,of the meat, which
being immaterial was proper fuftenance for the incorporeal fpirit, left only the acci-

dents in the dilhes, as they appear to our corporeal eyes, to which purpofe the dead had
no need of corporeal parts, as we faid. Any wife man may by this falfe anfwer difcover

the acutenefs of the Cochin-Chinefe philofophers, though they abfolutely err as to the
reality of the argument.

, ^;^^i

They alfo err in refpeft to the fouls themfelves, adoring thofe of men who were
looked upon as holy in this world, adding them to the number of their idols^

whereof their temples are full, placing orderly according to their feveral degrees, in

rows along the fides of the temples, the leaft firft, and fo bigger and bigger till the
laft are extraordinary large. But the high altar being the moft honourable place in the
temple is purpofely kept empty, behind which is a vacant dark fpace, to exprefs that

he whom they adore as God, and on whom the pagods call, who like us were vifible

and corporeal men, is invifible, wherein they think the greateft honour confifts. Such a
multitude of idols, by them accounted gods, giving us occafion to endeavour to de-
monftrate to them, that there can be but one only God ; they anfwered, they agreed
to it, fuppofing thofe that were placed along the fides of the temples, were not they
that had created heaven and earth, but holy men whom they honoured, as we do the

holy apoftles, martyrs, and confeffors, with the fame diftindion of greater and lefTer

fanftity, as we aflign among our faints. And therefore to corroborate their affertion,,

they added, that the vacant dark place about the high altar, was the proper place of
the creator of heaven and earth, who being invifible, and quite remote from ouc
fenfes, could not be reprefented by vifible images of idols, but that under that vacuity

and darknefs, due adoration was to be given him as to a thing incomprehenfible, ufing

the interceflion of the idols, that they may obtain favours and bleffings of him. And
although, according to what has been hitherto faid, they feem to have an efficient and
intelleAual caufe for God, yet upon mature examination of the matter and their books^
we find that they certainly adore a predominant element.

. <

CHAP. IX.— How God opened another Way to the Converfton of the meaner Sort bf
miraculous Means

^

IT remains that we (hew how God afted conformably to the mean vulgar people of
Cochin-China, who were accuftomed to fee phantoms, vifions, and apparitions, the

devil often appearing to them, was pleafed to fhew fome miracles, to the end that de*

dining in their opinion of diabolical prodigies, they might own the only Lord and fin-

gular worker of true wonders. The devils appear fo frequently among, thofe

heathens, that not to fpcak of the oracles they deliver by the mouth of idols, which
are in gre ' eft* ,^m amon^- the wretched gentiles, they walk about the cities fo familiarly

in humafj '. .pes, • n; they are not at all feared, but admitted into company ; and this

is ca • I
" {b far that ther n.re abuidance of Incubi and Succubi. And among o-reat

peo' J thofe huftiands account themfelvep happy who know their wives to have fach.

fanriars; for generally they have to do with none but married women, publ'cly

boafting that they are worthy to mix with a nature fo much above their own as is the

devils. It happ :aed in r/iy liiue, that a woman of great quality, mother of two fons

who»
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who were Chriftians, envied by her neighboui*s, not fo much for her ! luty, as for

her difhonefi: laniiharity with a devil, pofitively refufinp to become a Chriftian, hap.

pened to die in labour, and by the afTiftance of the devil brought forth two eggs.

Now it being held as mofl certain among them, that the devil her Incubus was god of

the rivers, they did not bury the bod^ in a cave, building a chapel over it, as is the

ufual cudom, but carrying it in folcmn proceflion to a river, caft it, into the deep,

together with the two eggs, faying, " Irt her go to the lord of the river fmce flie was
woriliy to have to do with him when living." Among the common fort this ftlthincfs

is not efteemcd an honour, but they rather account it a grievous dillemper when their

women arc thus molefted by the devil, as we fhould their being poflcffed. Thefc
women therefore underftandmg that the religion of the fathers was altogether oppofite

to the devil, they imagined they might have fome medicine agnind this diftemper, calling

holy things, as the water of baptifm, Agnus Dei's, and the like medicines, and there*

fore came to our houfe to beg fuch medicines ; and by the grace of God all thofe that

carried away with them any bit of Agnus Dei, were never more molcded by the deviJ

,

yet with this difference, that thofe who were not Chridiant faw the Incubus come tc

the bed-fide, but had not power to lay hold on or touch thdr perfons, whereas the

Chriftians perceived that he could not come near the chainbcr door, which occafioned

fevei-al to be baptized.

Though thefe Incubi devils appearing in human fliapes do no harm to the body, yet

fometimes there are others that appear in horrid and frightful fhapes, and the Cochin-

Chinefe who have often feen, defcribe them after the fame manner as we paint them,
for example, with a cock's face, a long tail, a bat's wings, a hideous look, bloody

flaming eyes ; and when they appear in fuch (hapc«, they are much feared, being

then generally hurtful to men, fometimes carrying them up to the tops of houfcs to calt

Aem down headlong. We once heard a wonderful noilie of people in our ftreet, cry-

ing out very loud, " Magui Maco," that is, the devil in a monftrous fliape ; where-

upon fome gentiles came running to befeech, that as we had weajxins againfl: thofe

evil fpirits, we would go relieve thofe diftrelfed people who were infeftcd by them.

Having recommended ourfelves to God, and armed ourfelvea with crolTes, Agnus
Deis and relics, two of us went to the place where the devil was, and came fo near,

that we only wanted turning round a comer to be upon him, when he fuddenly

vanilhed, leaving three prints of feet upon the pavement, which I faw, and werj nbove

two fpans long, with the marks of a cock's talons and fpurs. Some attributed the

devils flying to the virtue of the holy crofs and relics we carried with us.

Thefe frightful apparitions God has made ufe of to attratl many to Lis holy faith,

yet not denymg them good vifions, as will ajipear, by the following accidents, which

happened before me in that kingdom. The firll was, as we were one day in our own
houfe, we faw a proceflion of a vaft multitude of people in a fuld, making towards us,

and when they came, being alked what they would have, they anfvvered, that a nioft beau-

tiful lady came from their land through the air, on a throne of bright clouds, v.ho bid

thtm go to that city, where they fliould fiiul the fathers, who would (hew them the

fure way to blifs, and the knowledge of the true God of heaven. Thie made us giVe

thai.V- to the blcfTed Virgin, whofe great benefit this was acknowledged to be, and

having catechized and baptized the people, A lit them home well picafed.

1 he fecofid was at another time, F. Francis Buzome and I returning homeward
together, fuch a multitude of people c:>me to another place, who having paid us very

much ref])cfl, told F. Francis Buzome, they were come to him to teach tl: .ni what he

j>roniifed ihcm the night befcre when h •- was in their town. The father was - T Hied
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at tlioir demand, having never been in the place thty I'poke of; but cxamlr.hig i:ito

the matter, I found that God of his infinite mei .y had caufed feme angel in thi; hitlier's

fliapc, or in a dream, had given thoi'e people fome knowledge of our lioly falih. The
fame of tlicfe miracles being fpread abroad, fuch numbers of people were converted,

that the church given us by the governor was too little, and we were oblige.! to build

one larger, his wife, children and kindred, utith many other Chriftians, contributing

towards it. 1^

CHAP. X. — Of the Churches and Chrijl'uim of Fiiifo, Turon and Cacchiam.

F. FRANCIS de Pina behig gone to Faifo, a city of the Japanefe, as before men-
tioned, he there joined F. Peter Marques, and they did grf at fervice in that city. The
latter, who was mafter of the Japanefe tongue, in a fliort time reformed fome of thofe

Chriftians who were become libertines and kept women, and converted many pagans.

The other,, who underftood the language of Cochin-China, made many Chriftians,

and having convinced fome bonzos and omfaiis, by that means drew over many more
to the luily faith ; fo that between the Japanefe and Cochin-Chinefe, that church for

number and religious oblervance might be compared with many in Europe ; fuch was
their piety, zeal, frequenting of the facraments, and other godly works. The church

of Turon, which we mentioned in the fecond chapter of this book the heathens burnt

down during the firft perfecution, was by God's permiflion rebuilt by means of the

fathers of the fociety, who gained many Chriliians in that city.

Abundance of people were likewife converted to our faith at Cacchiam ; whicli

good work was much forwarded by the Omgne, who, on account of the father'^'

foretelling the cclipfe fo certainly, as was before obferved, publich aflirmed there

was no other true religion but that which the fathers taught. This . is the ftate of:

affairs there, when I came away out of that country for Europe, whicu wa^ in the

year 1622.

Afterwards, by the annual letters fent me by thofe fathers my companions lel' ihere

cultivating that vineyard, I underftood that th^re were ftill about a thoufand converted

and baptized in a year, and that Chriftianity flourifhed more than ever it had done, at

Cacchiam particularly. But now of lat^' il.ey write, that the King had forbid any
more becoming Chriftians, and threarencd to expel the fathers out of the kingdom,,

becaufe the Portuguefe trade failed. Yet it pleafed Goi\ this pcrfecution went no further,

the King being fatislied, provided one of the fathers went away to Macao, to endeavour

to perluade the Portuguefe to continue the trade, as it fecins was afterwards

done ; fo that things are now quiet, and the fathers continue gaining new Chriftians

as they did at firft.

fard

, CHAP. XI.— Of the Kingdom of Tunchim.

WHEN the fuperiorsof Macao fent me into Cochin-China, they told me they did'

not abfolutely intend I ftiould continue in that miflion, but only 'to learn th -. language,

that i might afterwards difcovcr the kingdom of Tunchim. For this reafon, during

the five years I dwelt there, I almoft made it my bufinefs to enquire ir.t.i and obtain

certain infor . Hon of the affair: . T that kingdom, the language being the l^ime, as

formerly .'
; lut one kingdom. 1 will therefore mention as much of it as any way

concerns Cv iiu CUina, which has fome dependence upon Tunchim, an J this accord-
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ing to the accoimfs given me by nattv(?s of Tunchim, uho camo to the province of
Pulucambi, wIutc i refuledmoft part of my time; the rell I will leave to the news we
Ihall receive from t)ur fathers, who arc there ftill making further difcoveries.

This kingdom, bofides Cochin-Chiiia, which belongs to it, contains four other

provinc< s, all extending equally in length • ' on .i<'h. In the very centre of them is

the royal city of Tunchim, fromwlii.' tb<, . hi; ivingdon takes its name; there

the court is kept and the King refit's, b'r.ng Ciuompalied on all fides by thofe four

provinces, compofing a fquare four liines as big as Cochin-China. On the cad fide of

this kingdom is the gulf of Ainam, mto which falls a great and navigable river that

runs down eighteen leagues from the city Tunc hiui, and Japanefe (hips called jonks go
tip it. This river generally overflows twice a year, in June and November, drowning
almoft half the city, but it drcs not lall long. On the fouth " *^ frontiers of Sinuva,

the court of Cochin-Chinn, as has been already obfervfd. Uii tiie iiortl. f it is China,

without the defence of a wall, the trade and commerce between the Chinefe and Tun-
chimefe bdng fo mutual and conUant, that it will not allow of walls and gates fhut as

they are againft other u rfigners. This is the reafon that induces the fathers of the

fociety to attempt theeuir .nee into China that way, knowing they fliall not on this fide

meet with all thofe impdiments that ftrangers meet with throughout all the reft of

the kingdom, and laore efpecially about Canton. Laftly, on the weft it borders on
the kingdom of Lais, into whijh F. Alexander Rhodes of Avignon made his way
tlirough Cochin-China: and this kingtl)in I am of opinion cannot but border upon
that of Tibet, newly difcovered ; which i am apt to believe, as well by reafon of the

extent and lengtlj of the land o. Tibet and borders of Lais, as by the greatnefs and
compafs of thefe two kingdoms, it feems impoflible that any other land (hould lie

betwixt them ; as alio much more on account ot what the fame fathers who were there,

relate (f Tibet, who report that the farthell province of Til'K^t caftward borders ij: i

and trades with a people who fell them raw filk and fine diihes, like thofe of Chma,
and fuch like commodities, which we know lunchim abounds in, and fell them to

t!ie Latis.

As to (he government of this kingdom it is hcreditary» and ruled as follows : — The
fupreme regal dignity refides in one (hey < ;dl Buna ; but he of himfclf does nothing

at all, every thing being left to his favourite, whom they call Chiuua, whofe power is

fo abfolute both in peace and war, that he is come by degrees to own no fupcrior;

the Bun:i remaining in his royal nr.lace, quite cut otl from all management of the

public afiairs, latisfied with an exter. . rcfpc^L due to ' iii as a fori; of iacrcd perfon,

and with the authority of miUcing laws, and confirming all edids. When the Chiuua

dies, he alv.a) s endeavours to have his fon fucceed him in the government ; but for

the moft part it fal^ out that the tutors oi' I'lofefonv afpiring themftlvcsto that dignity,

endeavour to murder tliem, and by tnat means pulLri; ihenfelvts ,1 the ditrnity of

C'.hituia.

The Chiuua's power is fo groat, that, np;rceal)l!' to the Iwj ( nefs of the kingdom, he

is al)!e to bring into the field three or four times t' .• nui .u>'r of men as the Kiug of

Coehin-China, whofe arniv, as mentioned abov , noun^s to eighty thoufaiiJ men.

Nor ih. it any difiicult matter for the Chiuua, as ofn h< ,)leafes to raife thi-ee hundred

thoufand armed men or more, bccaufe the chic t lord of hi: kingdom, fach as among us,

dukes, maro ,, '.?s, and earls, arc i>b!i':;ed in time ^r war to furnilh them at their own
expence. '1 he Buna's ftrcngth is noi nbove forty thoufand men for his guard. Yet

he is always c wncd as fuperior to the Chiuua of Tunchim by the King of Cochin-China,

a and
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and by that other Chiuua wc < Hfcr--d in the firft book to be fled mto the province
bordering upon China, thoiij^h thde are continually :ir war againfl one another

j
and the King of Lais bordorinj,' upon Tunchini pays him a certain trilnite. _^.., ,_

Therefore when we fay this crown is hereditary, it is to be undcrfto.id only \n

reference to the Buna, whofo children always fucceed, the royal race boinjj continicd

in his family. This is as much as I thought fit brietty to liy of the kingdom ul

Tunchini, from what I could learn of it till my return into Europe.

Since then I have been infarmcd, that V. Julian Baldinoiti;, an Italian born at Piftoria

Li Tufcany, was fent into that kingdom to make fome way for the golpel, and arrived

from Macao at the city Tunchim after a month's fail. As to what the faid father

found in that country, what pafled between the King and him, the foleinnity of his

reception, and the firfl foundation he laid for Chriftianity, I refer the reader to the

account given lately by that father himfelf ; and we are iHli expefting frefli advices

from the other fathers, as F. Peter Marques, a Portuguefe, and 1''. Alexander Rhodes of
Avignon, who we faid before had been in Cochin-China, and arcjhere ftill gaining

Chriftians. We therefore hope both thefe kingdoms of Tunchim and Cochin-China
will foon be united to the flock of the church, acknowledging and giving the

due obedience to the aniverfal pallor and vicar of Chrifl our Lord on earth.

T/jc Conclufion.

IT is impofllble but that fuch as have leafl inclination to the dlfcovery of the world,

and are moll affefted to their own countries and homes, mud be excited by this fliort

account to dofire to fee not only the variety but die truth of fuch llrange things,

which, though they be not fupernatural, may yet be termed miracles of nature. Such
are tholV 1 have mentioned I faw in Cochin-China, a land as to its climate and
fcafons of thi year habitable, on account of the fruitfulnefs of its foil abounding in

Kroviliuiis, fruit, birds and beads, and the fea in choice and delicious fifli ; and mofl

ealthy becaufe of the excellent temperature of the air, infomuch that thefe people do
not yet know what the plague is. It is rich in gold, filver, fdk, calamba, and other

iMngsofgrc.it value, lit for trade on account of die ports and refort of all nations
;

peaceable becaui'e of their loving, gcuLrous and fweet difpofition j and ladly fecure,

not oniv by the valour and.bravery of the Cochin-Chinefe, accounted fuch by other

countries, and their (tore of arms, and Ikill in managing them ; but even by nature,

which has inclofcd it on tlie one fido by the fea, anti on the other by the rocky alps

and uncouth mountains of the Kemois. This is thiit part o»' the earth called Cochin-

China which wants nothing to make it a part of heaven, but that God fhould fend

thither a great many of his angels, fo St. Joiin Chryfoilom calls apollolical men, ;iiul

preachers of the gofpel. llow cafily would the faith be fpread a!>road in this kingdom
of Cochin-China, where there are not thofc dilliculiies wliich wo fathers of the fociety

dlfperlrd about the ead meet v.ith in other countries; : ir t])'Te is n>) need here of

being difguifed or concealid, thefe people admitting all (trangers into their kingdom,

and being well pleafcd that every one (hould live according to his own religion. Nor
is it niceiiary before pru'ching to fpend mnny years in ftudying their letters and

hieroj/lyphics, as the fathers in China do, for here it is enough to learn the language,

which a;, has be( n meniioned is fo eafy, that a man may prcr.ch in a year. The
people are not fhy, nor do the) fliun d rangers, as is praclifed in other eadern nations,

but make much of them, are pleided with their perfons, prize their commodities, and

commend their dodrine.

They
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They do not lie iin>lor that great impediment to receiving the trace of the gofp;-!,

that is, the fii\ of I'ml rniy, anJ others contrary to nature, which is tivquciit in all

the other rnftcrn countries, the very name of wliich the Cochin-Chinefe naturuliy

abhor. In ftiirt, thefe peoph? m.ty very eafily be taught the principal inylleries of

our holy faith ; fhoy, .is wo have (hewn, in a manner adorini^ but one only Gml,
accountmg the idols as inferior faints, allowing the immortality of the foul, eternal

punifhments foi the wicked, and blifs fur theJuft, uftng temples, facrifices, nroccflionn,

fo that changing the ohjefts, it would be ealy to introduce the true worliiip. That
there will be no difliculty in making out the myftery of the holy eucharill in.iy appear

by the diflin^i'<n they make between the accidents and fublbnce of ilie meat they

provide for the dead, as before mentioned in thi« fccoml book. All thefe thin).',s

mflame the minds of the children of the Ibciety, who, though reclufe aivi (hut up in

the colleges and provinces hi Kiirope, have an ardent defire to convert the world.

And though many of them put it iti pradice with the afliftance of the holy fee apof-

tolic, which with a fatherly care relieves the miflion of Japan, as alfo by nis catholic

majefly King Philip, and his council of the Indies, who fo frequently with incredible

bounty fupply the Eaft and Weft Indies with miiiiftcrs of the gofpel
j

yet it is iinpof-

fibie that thefe two great pillars, which fupport other mighty weights, and bear

almoft all the world on their fhouKlers, can fufliciently fupply all that daily occurs

and is difcovered. I therefore trull in God that his divine providence will rouzc up
fome generous foul, inflamed with the zeal of CJod'fl honour, to fend and maintain

fome evangelical minillers, who, fatished with J^ religious and poor fullenancc, may
convey the food of the gofpel, not only throughout Cocliin-China, but unto the great

kingdom of Tunchim, founding a church and Chrillian flock that inay he compared
with the mod renowned in the world.
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