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A DISOUSSION ON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL.

"

BY A MIESIONARY

TO THE CHINXSE,,

(Reprinted from « The Sunday at Home.").

—r—

One day we went ont aud bluntly asked
thecrowd of upturned faces-—¢ Where wiil
you go after you die? They stared in
blank amazement, and some smiled.

Oue said, “If you had asked where we
shall be carried to, we could have more
readily told you.”

«Orwhat we will beeoze,” eried another.

A tiver of Lughter fullowed these witti-
cisms, in which all joined. <« Well, it is a
very humiliating thing to think that these
bodivs of ours wi'l be food for worms; but
do you koow,” [ snid, addresing the
audienee, “ that your badies are no part of
yoursehves, but merely the ense in which
vour soul dwells, and that your soul, or
rather you yourselves, will live in the per
feet possession ot all your faculties after
your bodies have heen laid in the grave”

“«We do not believe any such doetrine,”
aftired one, evidemly inclined ta be dis-
putations; ¢ we believe that man is one
whole; that his soul and his body form one
thing.—that they are wdissolubly unitel
together, and that when he dies his spirit
is disolved and seettered 1o its original
elements for ever.” Aud continuing, he
said, “Man is just like a tree or a beast,
Destroy the root of a tree, and its funetions
gradually cense: it Jeaves wither, its health
droops; its freshness and beauty—that is,
the spirit of the tree—vanishes, and it dies
and falls o the ground. So. it is with
wan.  IDis styength decays, the vizour of
kis mind and the foree of his passions de-
cay wradually with it and av last everys
thing comes o end, and the man and every
power of his being is gone for ever,”

Secing that [ hada man before we who
had anind of his own and could argue, I
resolved to take fulk advantage of it, and
enter thoroughly juto the sulject; for the
Chinese are sadly at fault 1egarding the
wature and immortality of the soul.  Ac-
cordingly, I asked him “if he ever knew
a man whoghad lost a leg or an arm ™

Rather astonished at, this questiow, e

VQL. 4.

teplied, #Yes, I do; but what has that to
do with the subject?”

“Did you know him well before he Jost
his imb " I agnin asked.

“Intimately.”

This was fortunate; for there are fow
mutilated.  They in general prefer to die.
rather than permit amputation, .

“Well, did you observe any marked
difference in his understanding or capaci
tics after hie had met with his misfortune I

“No;” he replied.

“ Could be understand a question as.
clearly as ever?  Conduct his business as
well, and wrile as good a letter " I pers
sisted in fuquiring.

“Yes, there was no difference at all,
after he got quite better.”

“Now,” T said, “do you not see that,
this entirely disproves your assertions?
For if the soul and the body were indis-
colubly interwoven one with another antk
forined one whole,—is it uot evident that
when a man lost part of his body he would
lose part of his soul also ¢”

Acting on the principle of'a ¢ man con~
vinced against his will,” he replied thab
“he did not understand me.”

“Why, don't you understand this? thab
if the soul permeates the body, and is one
with it,—when 2 man loses, for instance,
the fourth part of his body, he must Jose
also the fowmth part of his soul?” And
appealing to his knowledge of Chinese his.
tory, I further said, «“You are a scholar,
and you must recollect the great general of
the old dymasty who lost. & leg and an arm,
and bad his head also sadly bruised, but

who recovered and continued as able a man -

as ever he.was.” And then addressing the
evowd, I said, These things clearly prove
that the-soul and the body are distinct; and
that the loss ofa part of the one in no way
injures the other, But there are many
other proofs. Youhave al} seen some one
wasting away with disease, and the flesh
disappeasiag Gom the booes, and the man
¥Q. 22,
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becoming nearly @ skeleton, while his mind
vontinued as bright as ever, And you
have all seen a dead body. The body is
there, and all its organs are there; but
speak to it and it cannot hear you; lift the
eyelid and no one looks in your face; press
the hand and it does uot return the pres-
sure} that which hears and looks and feels
and acts has fled, but the ear, and the eye,
and the hand are there. Does not this
also show you that the body and the soul
are not indissolubly united together? The
body is like the Louse; and here is the
house, and the furniture, and everything;
but the tenant hae fled. Again, physicians
~ ju the West have discovered that the body
is perpetuaily changing, and that it under~
goes a complete transformation of flesh and
bones at least every seven years; but we
know we have the same minds and facul-
ties to-day as we had yesterday, this year
as we had last or seven years ago; whick
also proves that the soul s entirely distinet
from the body; for were the one part and
parcel of the other, we would be entirely
different persons every seven years of our
lives. What think you of these facts?" I
again asked our friend, who had been lis-
tening patiently.

«1 still think that the body and the soul
are one thing; that the body is like the
Jamp, and the oil and the soul Jike the
flame, and that just as the oil goes down
the flame diminishes, and loth go out to-
gether;” he pertinaciously aftirmed. “Just
as tho strength of the body decays, the
soul also declines, and both go out to-
gether.”

Secing that he confounded mere life
with mind, I asked him if he ever dreamt
dreams?

« Of course I have, and so have all men,”
he answered,

“Well, in your dreams did you eversee
any of your friends who are far away, or
did you evet hear them speak to you?”’

Not seeing what I was after, he freely
replied—

“Yes, I have often seen friends in my
dreams, and seen them distinctly, and
spoken to them, and heard them speak to
me, But what has this to do with the
inatter§”

“It proves all I waut,” I said. “You
88y you saw your friends distinetly; and
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beard them speak. But your eyes were
shut;” and turning to the audienee, I
asked, “ Does this not cloarly prove that it
is not the eye that sees, but something be-
hind the eye; that the eve is but the organ
or window, by means of which the spirit
looks out upon the world. Our friend
says, too, that he has heard friends speak
to him in dreams; and you all know he is
correct, for you have all heard friends speak
to you, and you have heard wusie, and
smelt perfames, and travelled miles, and
reasoned long, but all was still avound you,
and there were no friends near. Does this
not convines you that it is not the car
which hears, but something bebind the
ear; that the ear is but the opening to let
the sounds in, and that behind the ear
there is a spirit catching cverything; and
so with all the organs of the body.

« Again; did any of you ever hear of 2
piece of matter, a piece of wood, or stone,
or any heavy substance moving of itself2”
Waiting for a 1eply, 1 repeated the ques-
tiony and at last 2 man shouted, “ Whe
ever heard of such a thing #”

“You are quite right,” I said; “ no one
ever heard of such a thing; but your body
is just a piece of heavy matter, your arms
and feet are just implements 1o be used,
and your whole body is just a beautiful
machine. A mill requites the oxen to
drive it; a machine requires a man to work
it, or it will stand still; a spade requires a
band to use it—so in Jike manner the body
requires & spirit to rule it, and regulate it,
and use it, and it is just as distinct from
the body as the man is from the machine,
or the band from the spade and the hoe.”

As they appeared interested I went on,
and I aske({ my friend, who still stood
eagerly catching every word, *Suppose
you were to hear that a certain mill had
been broken down, you would at once in-
fer that the oxen bad perished with 32"

«Of course not,” he indignantly replied.

“«Well, when you see a body die and
moulder in the grave, what reason have
you 1o think that the soul must have died
also?”

Receiving no reply, I answered my own
question, and said, “There is manifestly no
reason whalever.” And agajg I asked,
«If it is clear that the deprivation of a part
f the body in no way affects the intellect,

?
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what reason is there for supposing that the
destruction of the whole body must inevit-
ably quench the soul? Death peels the
fleah off the boues, separates one bonofrom
another; but neither the flash nor the bones
are our souls or ourselves.” Continuing
my remarks, I said, « I trust you are all
convinced that the soul is distinet from the
body, and that to say the least, there is no
yeason for supposing that the soul is extin-
guished at death. "And now I have an-
other question to put to you. Did you
ever sce a man sulfering from remorse of
conscience, or from the death of friends, or
from the losz of property ¢

“Many a time,” one near me aflirms.

«Well, vou must have observed that he
was suffering no bodily pain.  There was
no man beating him with a bamboo, nor
was there any scve on his body, nor was
he afflicted with inward disease; he was
Just sitting on his chair wringing his hands
and moaning in perfect misery. Where
was the sorrow he fe!t?’

“It was in his mind.”

“Youn are right. And this not only
further proves that the soul is separate from
the body, but it also proves that the soul
is the seat of cuffering, and that therefore
the sou} may suffer when out of the body
as well as in it.  There may therefore be
suffering after death.”

Here my former friend interrupted me
and said, “ Admitting all you say, you
have not yet proved that the soul will live
after death, far less for ever, as yonr book
teaches.”

“Strictly speaking, T have not yet; but
Iam coming to that,” 1 said; but knowizg
that his views wera'confined to the minor-
ity among’ the literate, and determined to
make the discussion more general, T asked
the crowd, « Do you all believe with our
friend here, that the soul js dissolved and
quenched for ever at death ¢’

I waited for a little and got no answer.
I repeated my question and encouraged
them to speak.

At last one said, employing the usual
phraseology, « Death is the breaking up of
the three inch vapour. This vapour is the
soul, and it ascends into the air, and Ly-
and-by reaches the world of spirits. It
lives for threo or four generations, and re-
ceives the sacrifices and homage of its de-

m
scendants, and at last is dissolved with
its elements,” . '

“Do you all believe this#” I again en-
quired.

# No,” cries another; 1 believe Lhat the
souls of the vulgar and wicked aredissolved ;
but that . the souls of the wise and good
ascend to some of the stars, and live for
ever in happiness there.”

“No,” cried another; for the ico was
broken, and there were plenty now ready
to speak. “I believe that the soul is dis-
tinct from the body, and that every soul at
death appears betore Yen-lo-Wang—the
god of fate, who decides its destiny, that
the wicked are punished, and the good are
happy.”

Anotber propounded the doctrine of the
tranemigration of souls. Aud yet another,
who was a Taouist (a sect of which I shall
speak in a separate chapter), maintained
that the “souls of all men were naturally
mortal, and that the only way to secure
immortality and reach the Hall of Heaven
—by which they mean soms of the stars
near the pole-star—was to procure the
elixir of immortality.

“But what good will tha elixir of im-
mortality do#” I asked.

He oxplained, and said, « The soul of
man’is gross and material, and of itself
will die. This elixir of immortality refines
and purifies the soul; and being purified
from its grossness, thus becomes a seen fin
or & genil.  If the man have been extra-
ordinary good he becomes a teen seen (i.e.,
a celestial immortal), and has his hebita-
tion for ever among the stars; but if be
have been ouly an ordinary good man, he
merely bacomes a fete seen (i.e., & terres-
trial immortal), and enjoys virtue, wisdom,
and perpetual youth in Kwen-Lun (a fabled
mountain in the West),”

Having got the opinion of the crowd, I
said, T was glad to sce that only a few
believed the absurd doctrine, that the soul
would die at the dissolution of the bodys
but sorry that so few understood the great
trath that all our souls will Jivo for ever,
and that either in bliss or woe.”

“We are waiting to hear you prove this
point,” cried my old friend.

" «Well,” said I, «if I have proved that
the soul is a separate existence, distinct
from the body; surely then the great pro-
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bability is, that it will live after death. So
far everything is in favour of my views.
In it not " .

“That may be; but we want something
more,” he dogmatically insisted.

“ Well, in the first place, I believe we
shall live after death, because we are living
now. There is no reason why we should
not live on, I am living to-day, hence the
probability is I shall livo to-morrow. I
may sleep soundly, but my senses will in
all probability awake in full vigour, yea
refreshed by the rest; so, since I am living
in this life, the probability is I shall five in
tbe next. Why should I cease to live?

isease or death cannot touch my spirit.
Again, the soul is capable of living for ever.
Its faculties are quite adapted for work and
expanded exisience. Indeed, work fits it
for more work,—hy, then, should it ex-

pire after it has just come to a point when ;
it can act, aud think, and judge better than'!
ever? Suppose a man to build a unoble!

house, or construct a beautiful machine, or
build one of these wonderiul steamers
which might buffet the ocean for many a
year, aud then, after it was completed, to
destroy it with a stroke, or blow it Lo
-atoms with gunpowder, would you think
him a wise man? Can you, then, imagine
that the Creator of your mind, who must
be so wise a being, will quench your soul
for ever at death?  Aguin, if you are not
wearied with so muel reasonmng, I have
another argument. The soul constantly
progresses in strength, experience, beautyy
and value. I am a Letter man than I was
yesterday—Detter than I was Jast week—
Detter than I was last year. 1 have mere
knowledge, and more experience, and, I
trust, a stronger desire to do my duty on
earth. Why, then, should my soul be
quenched after it has gathered all this abi-
lity? My life has many turnings and
windings, but in an upward progress,
‘Why, then, should my Creator annihilate
me just as I become valuable? A bay
enters an apprenticeship—bhe constantly
increnses in knowledge year by year—
would a wise master put him away just
after he has got initiated into all the duties
of his calling? The longer he remaing, the
more is he prized. Shall we believe that
God is less wise than men §*
Here our friend again interposed, and

i
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remarked, “These arguménis may prove
that the soul will live after death, but they
do not prove that it will live for ever.”

“What! do they not? They do—they
are applicabie for ever. Suppuse I live &
thousand years after death, 1 shall have a
thousand yeums' more experience and know-
ledge, and so the argument will be a thou-
sand times stronger. But I have yet more
argumenis.  All'men in all pats of the
earth believe that they will Jive for ever;
and the holier and wiser 2 man becomes,
the deeper are his counvictions, It would
appear that just as man reaches maturity,
and has the lineanents of his features fixed,
so this belief appears in bis mind,  There
are exceptions, but this is the rule. 'What
a powerful mrgument this is! 1t may be
looked upon as the voice of his Maker.
Suppose, when the sun bas descended in
tiie west, and the shades of evening fallen,
that each star as it opened upon our eyes
blpzed out in living characters the state-
ment, ¢ The soul of man is imwortal,’ and
suppose that the brighter the star the
clearer the letters appeared, would you not
think this an incontrovertivle proof of the
fact? Well, then, if we find, generally
speaking, every soul of man, in all climes,
more or less clearly indieating this truth,
and that the more intelligent the man the
flrmer his  Lelief,—are, and the more
wicked the man, the greater his terror
when brought to face death,—ean you any
longer doubt this doctrine? .

* Again, the soul evidently was made for
another life; for there is nothing on earth
can fill its desives and capacities. At first
the soul of man flies close to the ground,
beholds everything, tastes every thing, and
it may be embraces some things, and Jin-
gers Jong over them; but under heaven can
find nothing that can satisfy her cravinge,
—nothirg that agrees with and fills up
ber spisitual natuve,  By-umd-by she with-
draws from them, then tastes them again,
and is again dissatisfied. At Jast she rises
like the eagle and flies to heaven, and seeks
for satisfaction in the lopes of a nobler
life and higher scenes. Fire leapeth to
fire, water floweth to water—cvery element
in nature goes forth towards its kind; so
the soul sceks the spiritual world, and
resieth not until she reach it. All these
things prove it to be immortal. And if

N
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you are willing to listen, I can present you
with more.”

Seeing they were disposed to hear yet
more, I went on to tell them that ¢ chemists
in my native country, who have devoled
their whole lives to the study of this
science, have clearly proved that nothing
in this universe is aunihilated. You may

break a thing, or melt it, or burn it, but|)

you cannot destroy one atom of it.  They
have found that if you weigh a piece of
wood before burning, and then weigh the
ashes, and the vapour, and the smoke (for
they can weigh even smoke), that they
perfectly agree; and so with everything
else, and so also with force, We therefore
argue thus, that if God preserves and
forms anew every particle of dead, unin-
telligent matter, he certainly will not de-
sroy the valuable, powerful, wonderful,
and intelligent mind. But leaving all these
mere illustrations, we have the clearest and
best of all proofs that our souls will live
for ever. Our Craator has told us so. He
has gent us a ietter from heaven: here is
the letter,” I said, holding up a Bible.
“Jn this fetter he tells us that our spirits
will live for ever; that when our bodies
die, our souls appear before him to be
judged; that the good enter a glorious
city, and live for ever in perfect and ever-
increasing joy; and the wicked are sent to
a pit, and sutler everlastirg misery.”

Secing my iucredulous friend smiling at
the idea of a pit, and thinking it just like
the Buddhist fables, I returned to the sub-
jeet, and said, « You need not smile at the
idea of hell, and think me a simpleton for
believing i such a place; for there is no
doctrine more rational. It stands to reason
that the wicked, and lewd, and immorai
can never be permitted to live with the
good in the next world. There must be a
separation: the good must be by them-
selves, and the wicked must be by them-
selves. [Hell is just the place where the
sinners are. And even though there were
no actunl intlictién of punishment (which
will certainly be), would it not be bad
enough? How would you like to be where
all the wicked, cruel, vile, sansual, revenge-
ful, evil men that cver lived on earth are?
‘Would their company not be sufficient to
make hell?” .

Seeing the andience evidently impressed,
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I reized tho opportunity of urging them
immediately to flea from the wrath to
come, and told them that, unless they re-
pented of their evil ways and trusted in
the Saviour of sinnets, just as sure as there
was a God in heaven, so sure would hell
be their portion. The like must go to the
like—sinnera to sinners—the just to the
just. There must be a separation, and
that eternal,

THE BUILDERS.

“Yo are no more etrangors and foroignors, but
follow-citizens with tho saints and of the household
of God; and arc built upon the foundution of tho
aposties and prophets, Jesus Christ himself beiug
tho chiof corner-stono; in whom a1l the building

| itly framed toxigthm:.growoth unto an holy temple

in tho Lord.”—Eph, ii. 19-21. . .
*“Strengthened with alll might, according to his

glorious power,”—Col. 1. 11,

Come, agd build the lordly temple;
Come, with off'ring rich and rare,

Precious stone and dazzling colour,
That the building may be fair.

Fair with every gift and talent;
You shall sce it stand alono

In its wonderful perfection—
Jesus Christ, the corner-stone.

Arc you peor? The One who owneth
More than man has dreamed or told,

All the stores of land and ocean,
All the gems and hidden gold,

All the shining worlds of midnight,
All the sunlight broad and free,

All the power of earth and heaven—
Riches hath for Him and thee,

Are you weak? The One who wicldeth
All the thunders at his will,

At whose word the waves and tempest
Stayed their anger, and were still;

He who guides the wind and storm-blast,
Aund who holds the mighty sea

As a vassal at his bidding—
He has strength for Him and thee.

Are you all unlearned? The Master
Of the intellect sublime,

He who reads the wondrous problems,
Death, and life, and endless time,

ITe who with a word created .
All that dwells in earth or ses,

All the glory of the heavens—
Wisdom hath for Him and thee.

Arc youlowly? He, the Saviour,
Who is called Lord of Lords,
He whose names make carthly titles
Seem but empty sounding words,
He, the Dayspring and Consoler,
And the mystic One in Three,
Alpha, Omegs, Redecmer—
He has rank for Him and thee.

—Sunday at Home,



694

NO CHRIST.

It is most painful @o the heart of the
Chiristian, mingling with au ungodly world,
ag he i3 sometimes obliged to do, that for
weeks together he hears nothing said about
his Saviour, ‘There is plenty of talk about
everything clse: politics,” business, pleasure,
fashion, gossip about passing events, but not
a word for Christ.

From the ordinary conversation at water-
ing-places, one might suppose that no Re-
decmer had appeared in the world, or suffered
and died to saveit. Misname is unspoken,
his commands are unkept, and if any one
should venture to mentiou the great salvation
in the drawing-room, the Iadies in their
- amazement wonld probably forget their cro-
chet—fancy-work—and the gentlemen would
stare at the presuming person who bad made
the remarks.

This is n sad state of things, but I will
tell you what is worse: when, among his
nominal disciples, the dear name of Christ
is ignored; when he js thus wounded by
neglect in thohouse of bis friends. Can the
Christian taik all day long and not say a
word for Christ? Nota word for him whose
precious blood has washed away our sins;
through whose sufferings we possess whatever
we have here, or hope for hereafter? Not a
word for the best friend we have in the
universe 2 How can we keep this mest ab-
sorbing affection of our souls thus clifled,
days, months, and years together? One
would think such a hiddea flame would con-
sume us, unless it counld find vent in words.
‘We are ready coough to speak of our eartkly
friends; their names are often ou our lips in
tender accents. Are we afraid of being
thought singular if we allede to Him who is
all our salvation and all our hope 2 Are we
ashamed of Jesus? Do we not expeet to
speud a long eternity in singing, *“Worthy is
the Lamb that was slaioy” and'if we do not
commence the new song here, may we not
find it indeed a new song to us, in & scose
tho inspired writer did not intend ?

But another view of the subject is still
move sad.  Itis when the name of Christ is
ignored in temples nominally dedicated to
his service. He who arose from the dead
on the Snbbath-day would hardly recognize
that worship as belonging to. himself which
deals in such vague gencralities.

‘Wearied and sick at heart with the cares,
labors, aud anxieties of the weck that is
past, the poor tired believer goes to the
house of God, hoping to meet his Saviour
there. When he 1s sent away empty, this is
the saddest of all. His thirsty spirit cries
out, * Ye have taken away my Lord, aud X
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know not where yehave laid him” What,
under the very droppings of the sanctaary, no
Christ ? Little ornoro in the prayer; none
inthe sermon? What, s0 mauch rhetoric,
logic—such buming words, such profound
thoughts, such racy epigrams, and vo Christ T
Is not such & sermon but as “ sounding brass.
and a tinkling cymbal *  God will not ac-
cept such services, He is jealous for tho
honor of his Son, for the honour of his ckurch.
I the chief corner-stone is thus removed, the
building will certainly fall.

Christ to a lost world s either everything
or nothing.

If we have no Christ on our tongues, in
our hearts, in our pulpits, we must draw
the painful inference thut we shalt have no
Christ in tempiation, sickoess, sorrow, and
death, and how dreadful our doom, to find no
Christ at the great judgment-bar L= Fmerican.
Messenger.

NONE BUT CHRIST AS I GROW
OLDER.

Said the late Bichop of Calcatta (Wilson),
in aletter to the Islington clerical meeting:—

« And now, brethren, I commend myself*
to your prayers, and love, and sympathy.—
God has made me a wonder unto many and
to myself; I can not look for peolonged
capacity vorpublic daty. May I'be found
with my lamp’ burning and my loins girded,
that when my Lord cometh, I may open to.
him immediately. Thexe is nothing worth
living for but Christ, and he is, indeed worth,
living for, and worth dying for too, Noth-
ing but the atonement of Christ for justifica-.
tion; nothing but the Spirit and sanctilying
grace of Christ for obedience to the will of
God; nothing but the blessed example of
Christ for the pattern of lowly and meek
holiness; nothing but the mercy of Christ for-
the hope of everlasting life at last.

“As X grow older, my religion is more.
simple; nove but Christ; aone but Christ. I
am_weary of novelties, dectrines, morals, dis-~
ciplioe, church order. I am of the Old School
oiP Romaine (whom I remember, as a boy, in;
1792.3), Newton, Cecil, Noster, Robinson,
the Vedus (the elder of whom I once, and
once ouly saw,) and above all, Thomas Scoth
and Joseph Miller.

«] pray my younger brethren to distrust
all the plausible theories, and over-statements.
and exaggerations of the day. I bave seen
sach xise and expire like erackling thorns
under a pot, twenty times. Neologism is
infidelity under amother name; traditionism is.
semi-Popery, with its usurpation of the place
of Almighty God, speaking i his inspired
Scriptures to man.” ] .

.
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Thoughts for the Thoughtless.

All of us, I daresay, know from experi-
ence what i3 meant by thoughtlessness or
indifference bout our state in eternity.

It is true there are some who, from
haviug had a godly up-bringing in their
youth, or at least religious iustruetion,
have always thought moieor less about
what would becoms of their gouls.  But |
theto are others, again, who sean never
atany time to have hala sevicus thouglt
about their life after death.  They  have,
perhaps, from intaney lived among worldly-
aninded people, who gave the impression,
by their conversation and general conduct,
on week-days aud Sunduys, that this
world was everything, and the next world
nothing,---that this world alone was real,
w—and that man’s chief end was to habour
in it, make mouey in it, be happy iu it, get
everything for self in it, and, 18 a watter
of hard necessity, at last dic in it, and go
from it—Whither? Ah! who could tell
that?—who ever thought of that?

Whether or not early education is to
blame, certain it is, that many peopls are
in this lutter state.  They seern stone-blind
to the future. Not one my of light from
the great and eternal workl, on whose con-
fines they every woment live, gets an en-
tuance into their spirits.  They think, and
tear and hope, and rejoice, and plau, and
purpose, but always about this world,—
gever wbout the other! To rise in the
morning; to be occupied during the day;
to buy and self, nad get guin; to talk on
politics or tride; to marry, or give in mar-

riage; to have this niceting or that part
#ng; to give a feast or partake of one; to !
fear sickness, and keep it offs or to bosick, |
and 1o try to get better; all this sort yof |
life, down to its veriest trifles, they under- !
stand and symputhise with, and basy

themselves about, and give themselves to,
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These thoughts, or any like theso, never
cross their minds, from the first till the
iast day of the yeur, They mny, perhaps,
have heard these wi¥ds,read them in books,
or listened to winisters who spoke thom
from the pulpit on Suuday; and the
kuow that the words have to do wit
what they call “retigion;” Lut they never
think that they have to do with what
awfully concerns themsulves!  They are
words, but not about things; or it they
express vealities, yet realivies which belong
1o seme worbl of mist, and cloud, and dark-
ness, far, far away; nrot so real a world
as this world of their own, made up of
fields and brrns, streets and shops, sea and
ships, friends and action!

Do you, my reader, so think and feel®
And it so, what, let me ask, sepitrates you
from that world which you think to be =0
very far off—so very uareal? The thin
coat of an artery! No more! Mark it
well, my reader.  Let the thin pipe burst,
through which your life blood is now
coursing in the full play of he.lh, and
where then will your present world, se
very red, be to you? In a singlesccond
vor will have parted from it for ever!
And where then will that other wotllbe
which i3 now so dim and unreal as not te
be worth thinking about? Why, you, the
samo living person, wiil be in it—in the
midst of all its realities; and with thess
you shall tave to do, sud with these oaly,
for ever and ever!

And many people do not wish to think
about the unseen future. It is notso much
that no thonghts about it intrude them-
selves wpou their winds, as that all such
thouglus are deliberately banished. This,
of eourse, arises from the suspicion, or
rather the convietion, that it cannot be &
wood future for them. They have read
enough about it in the Bible to make it
alarming. At all evems, they bave ne

body und sonl. But what of God and !security for its being to them as happy s
Christ—of the angels—of the saints—of | the present; and 8o, whether from a fear-
Judgment—of heaven or hell—of eternal | ful lovking for of judgmemt, because of

Joy or sorzow—of how a man should Ii\'ej
w0 God, and please God, and enjoy God,
and know and love God, and walk daily
in fellowship with God! What of all
thist=what of the question, What shall
becows of us in eternity? Al this—obh!
ssngemyatery \—has uc interest to thens,

their sins, or from ignorauce of the means
of salvativn, or fromn unbekief in the good-

will-of God as ready to save them,—the

result is, that they voluntarily shut their
eves toeternity, and bauish all thoughc of.
it. It pains them io put the question,
“What isto becomne of me when I die?
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And the moro pain the question gives them,
the more thoy fly to the world, and
occupy their minds with its society, its
amusements, and even'its dissipation and
debaucheries.  Oh! my biother, from my
.soul Ieel for you and pity you! Forthe
aick-bed is coming, and you may be com-
pelled to think there; and if.so, you are
treasuring up tenfold agony for yourself, by
your present off-putting, :nd apathy, and
wilful thoughtlesness. And shouid you;
manage, even in the titie of sickness, and !
up to the very hour of death, to shat out
the future from your imindi—should
lonz and inveierate babit enable vou to
sueceed in the terrible, the suicidal experi-
ment, so that you shall dis as you have
lived—fearing uothing, becan-o bLelieving
nothing :—can you avoid enteriag the other
world 2 Can you prevent ameeting letween
vourself aud your God?  Can you silewce
an aceusing conscience for ever?  Canyon
hinder Christ from coming to jadue the |
world?  Can yau find 2100k to hide, or
cover you from tlis prescuce?  Can you
fly from the judgment seat, amd by any
possibility delny or prevent a minute ex-
amination of your life: or stav tho seu-
tonee which tho vmaniscie .tan Lholy ju L'u.{
shall pronounce gpon you?  Awlit yoa

cantiot do this—and s, rather, cvery power,

facuity, and emotica ol yoar hertand soul
wust oo day be jcuaed 1o die inlennestt
pitch of earvestness adhout your clernal
dosiiny, do you uul conrider it wse my
biother, o think zbout i the now2—
Yow, when there s a yemeds, rather
than then, when there is none?

And suy people, azin actanlly late
to think aboue the future.  Not only are
tiroy conscivtls of want of any prepurednes
torits but they donotsee low it can be
wuek better with tiem, They Lave, ' a
wotd lust cantidence in God. They have
1o b in Bis goad wilito diens They
tiini of Him—if they thiuk of Him atali
—as oie Whe wittches thew widdh 2 jealous
o ungey eye;y who bas wo wish that they
shouid be better or happier tha they arcy
or who, it He can save thew, will woiy or
who, if te will, offers to doso, only”on
such hand and impossible terms as to make
R practically the same as if there wasno
salvation fut them. In one word, they
suspact that God daes theny or at keasy iy
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inditferent to them—if, indeed, He kuows
anything at all about them; which they
we notquitesure of! Itis very shooking
to write such things, but only because 1t
is very shocking that any one should think

or believe suchthings. For they whoso -

think and believe a1e as yet profoundly

janorant of God. Their god i as unlike.

the living and true God as is any hideous-
idol in 2 heathen temple.  Fgnurance
breeds fear—and fear hate—amd hate ine.
creases the fear, aud so the future in whick.

+ God mnst bo met, is putaway ass horrible.

thing, i never thuught of at all.

My brother, why skeail you thus think
of Gad, and o fear to think of the future.
Read only what the Bible saysof Him,
and consider if the Gad of the Bible is He.
whot you el God, or if vou can conceive.
of otie more glorions iu His character, op
more worthy of yonr love.  Peruse the
bistory of Jesus Ciwist, and tel me anp-
thing Ho ever sald or ddid ealenlate:d to fill
your beart wih fear or it towards Himy
—and renrember, that he who sces Himy,
seesthe Pather. Thivk of all that God
has promised to tho-e who will only trusg
Him throwal Jesus,—the pardou of alk
stn, and the gift of i new heart, with
eversthing that cin do eood or make
happy, and say, how can this make you
dislike God? Think of 21l that e hay
given you shnce you were Lorn j—friends
aud reltions, health of baly, power of
whel, bippy Saibaths  brigbt days, vnos
merble mecies; an $hisk what patienoe,
toibenranee, tender mercy, Kindness, He
s shiown, amd el me what has He dons
to muke voun dislike Him?  Rutlect on

Dwiiat He eomll have done, if He disliked,

you s dou diskke Him; aul say how e
you contiaue in your ennnty ¥

«Quly bidieva!™  Bulicve that « God B
love,” B Leve that ¢ iu this is mavnifestod
the lote of Yo l, that He gave His Sonto
m for our sies”?  Believe
*ife willeth not.that any should
b, —iliat e s wo plesure in the,
ath of suners,—that e s muly w0
ouzive,—hat thisis the record, thut « God
buth ghen eternal hie”  Believo all this,
and pray that God’s grace may teach yoa
truly what to believe, wunl why w believey
and depend upou i, whes you know God,,
and sew Lew cacelent Ue is, and undge.

.



THE GOOD NEWS 597

atand His love to. you, and what He is will-
ing to make you, and to give you, and,
above all, to be Himself to you for ever,
yon carnot choose but love Himj; and
<« there iz no fear in love; because fear hath
¢orment!"—Sundey Magazine.

~ow-

SINNER, COME.

Poor sinner, thou art troubled on asconnt
of gin. ‘There is a sweet thought for thee.
Men are afraid to go to Christ, or clse they
Ray, “ My sing are so many 1 cannot go to
Him ; He will be angry withme.” Do vou
eee fis bands outstretched to you to-dayt
He is in heaven, and Ie still saye, “ Come
unto Me, all ye that Jabour and are heavy
taden, and I will give you resl.”  Are you
afraid to come ? ‘Then. fook at His hand—
dnak at his haed, will nat that induce you ?

“Oh,” but you say, * 1 cannot think that
Christ can have it in !1is heart to remember
xnch a worm as 1." Lok at Thic side, there
i easy access to Hicheart. llisside jsopen,
and even your poor prayers may be throst
foto that side, and they shall reach Hisheart,
holy though it he.  Oulr da thou look to His
wounnds, and thon shalt cortainly find peace
through the blongd of Jesus:

There were two movks of Iate vears in
different cells in their convent.  They were
reading the Bible  Qne of them found Christ
while reading the Seriptares, and hie helivved
with 1 true evangelical fiith.  ‘Fhe other one
was timid, and could searcely think it true ;
the «cheme of salvation scomed s great to
bim, be conid scaresly lay kold uponit. But,
at Inst, he Lag upen the point to div, and he
sont for the ather to come and sit by him,
anil to ghat the door.

When the mank had sat dawa. the sick man
began b toll how Lis sins lay heavy on him ;
the other reminded him of Josus, ¢ I youy
wonld be saved. hrotaer, yon mast look to
Jasus who did hany upen the cross. Uiz
syounds must save.” ‘Tne pueor man heard
and he believed.

At the la=t Ris lips wore opraed, and he
said in Latin, v T'wa valnera Jesu!'—thy |
wounds oh Jeste ! by woana ls vl Jesis lem
alasprd bis hands, Lited them to heaven, foll
hack anddied. Oh, T woald that many a
Protestant woaid Lie with these words on his
lins. ‘Phere wasthe fafaess of the gospel in
them,  Thywonnds ehJesas ! 'Thy wounds,
{kese are my rofuge in my trouble,

Oh, sinuer, may you be helped to believe in.
His wounds! They canpot fail ; Christ's

wounds mast heal those that put thein truat i

i bim—wSpurgeon,

THE FOUR GREAT DAYS,

I

List to the cry ! a babe is born.
Into a world of sin,

Has entered life, it's ills to mourn, “1
Its troubles to begin.

Around it loving friends rejoice,
The little stranger weeps;

QOne proudly listens to its voice,
*Tis she, who vigil keepa,

But who can now its life unfold,
What for it is in store ?

Ita advent only can be told;
It lives, we know no more.

1.

Hark again! 'is angels singing,

Through theirranks the strainsare ringing;,
On their harps the music Jingers

To the touch of willing fingersg
For his former actjons spurning;”

The sinner now they see returning 5
Christ again has heen victosions,

And his love on earth proved glorious =
Glad they sing the exciting story,

In the upper world of glory,
Of a sonl redeem’d {rom sin,

To the fold of God bronght in.

.

Alag! his gun i8 retting now;

Cold dews are gatl’ring on bis brows;
His cision’s mowing dark and dim,

And weeping ones lament for him.
The river's lonely crossing’s near,

His bark throngh Jordan ke must steery),
It's waves are rising: he is gone;

He enters; ot not all alone:
On airy wings the angels come,

To benr him to his heavealy homo;
The toiab receives his lifeless clay,

To keep it tillihe last great day. .

w.
A vast procecsion’s on it5 way,
Ias been since man's creation,
Moving t-warls the judgment-day,
From cvers clime and nation.
Baholy, "tis reached the hour of doom,
God's heralds swift are fiying,
To wake t.¢ slumberers of the tomb,
In dust or deep sea Iying.
Some rise to henour at the caly
To God the glory giving;
©Oa somec cteraal shato shall falg
They slighted Chyxist while liviag:

4D o N
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“«WE SHALL BE CHANGED."

STORY OF THE WORM.

On one of our: antumn days, during what
we call our Iudian summer, when the
beaver and musk-rat do their last work on
their winter homes, wheun the birds seem
to be getting rendy to wing themselves
away to milder climates, when the suu
apreads a warm haze over all ne fields, »
littlz child went out into his father’s home-
Jot. There he saw a little worm crevping
towards asmall bush. It was a rough, red,
and ugly-looking thing.  But Le crept
slowly and patiently along, s ifhe felt he
was a poor, unsightly creature.

« Little worm,” suid the child, * where
are you going ¥

“I am going to that Jittle bush yonder,
and there I am going to weave my shiond
and die. “Nobody will be sorry, and that
will be the end of me.”

“No, no, little worm! My father says
that you won't always die. e says you
wilt be ‘changed,’ though I dont know
whut that means.”

¢ Neither do 1,” says the worm, <« But
1 know, for I feel that I am dying, and 1
wust hasten and get ready; so good-lye,
Tutle child!  We shall never meet agaon !

The worm moves oy, climbs up the bush,
and there weaves asost of shroud all around
himself. There it hungs on the bush, m:d
the little cresture dies. The child goes
homwe and forgets all about it.  The cold
winter comes, and thers hangs the worm,
frozen through and through, all dead and
© buried. Wil it ever « live :xg:lin ¢ Will?
jtever be changed?  Who would think it ?!

The storms, the snows, and the celd of
winter go past.  The warm, biight spring -
returns,  The buds swell, the bee begins
to hum, and the grass to grow green und
beantiful.

The Title child walks out again, with his
father and says:

* Father, ou that Jittle bush hangs the
nest or house of a poor little worm. It
must be dead vow. But yvou said, one
day, that such worms would be changed.’
What did you mean? X dow't sec uny
danger?”

«I will show you in a fow days,”
the father,. | o

Hp tben carefully cuts off the sinall limb

says
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on which the worm hangs, and carres 3
home. 1t looks hike a litde brown ball, or
cone, about ag Jarae as a robin’s egg.  The
father bangs it up in the warm window of
the south room, where the sun may shine
on it. Thechild wowters what itall meaas!
Sure enongh, ina few davs, hanging in
the warm sim, the littde tomb begins toswell,
and then 1 bursts open, and out it comes,
not the poor, nusightly worm that was
buried in it, but a beautiful butterfly.
How it sprends ont its gorgeous wings!
The ditde chibl comes into the room, axd
ciaps his bands, and cries—

“Oh! it is changed! it s changed!
The worm 3 ‘changed into 2 beautiful
butterfly ! Ob, fidk, bow could it be
done?” :

I don't know, my ehild. T ouly know
that the power of Ged didit. And hers
101 see how and why we bebeve his pro-
mise, that we all h be madsed from the
dead ! The Bible soas, it dues not yet ap-
pear what we shail bes but we shall be
schanged.”  And we know that God, who
can change that peor ivile worm juto that
bezutiful * creatare—no more to creep on
the ground—cin change us, our “vile
bodies,” and mahe thew ¢ like Chiist’'s ows
glorions body,” Deeswiy lude boy under-
stand w7

“Yey, father”™—Rer. Dr. Todd n
S. S Times,
PRACTICAL. :

Never seck to obtain an article from
another for less than its vaine.

Some yems ago it was proposed to the
late Duke of Wellingion to purchase =
farm in the neighbomhood of Suathifield-
save, which  Jay  contiguous to  his
etue, and  wis thacicie a valuable
acquisition—to which he asented. When
the purchase was conpleted, his steward
congratulatal bim upon having had such
a bargnin, as the selier wis in difficulties,
and foreed to part with it ¢« What do
you mean by a bargain 7 said the Duke,
The other replied, *It was valued at
£1100, and we bave got it for £800.”"—
«Jn that case,” said the Duke, you will.
please to carry the extre £300 to the late
owner, aud vever talk to me of getting:
bargaivs—Happy Homte. '
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The Roturn of the Missing Crew.

«There's two cnds to every trouble,
Mary; theres the end that goes downward
and drags us to the earth, and there’s the
end that goes upwards and draws us to
heaven. There's a deal in baving a grief
by the right eed, Mary.”

And Christopler turned to examine his
tackle and clean out his boat.

Christopher Buckley, or «Old Kit” as
he was usually ealled, wasgray-headed, but
his heart was young—brimming over with
Ioving kinduess aud sympathy; his sun-
burnt face, tanned and wrinkled as it was,
bad such a pleasant smile, and such an up-
right, vigorous, honst look, that any one
who knew the secret of perpetual youth
might see at one gliuee he il it too.

He was very sorrowful when he told
poor Mary Methil of the two ends of a
grief, sorrowtnd for her—a wife of o few
months, weeping over the widowhood
which she belteved had come upon her.

Young Herrick Methil, her husband, had |
bean s a=on to Chrivtopher, and there,
was 1ot one of the people, vither of his own
craft or not of i, but fiked himg he had a
good name with ail, aud Moy hal been
vounted a bappy wirl when she beeame his,
wife.

A terrible storm—ong that no frail \-ca-l
s¢i of the fishing fAeet that had left their
barbour two uizhts befure coull possibly
hope to weather—had filled thevillzge with |
dismay.  Wives and nuthers, sisters and
daughters, mizit beseenand heard weing- |
ing ther bawds ind making  mournful
monus b every trn—some wandering on
the highest poiuts of the clitf, straining’
theireyesacross the now quict senin linger-
ing hope; some sitting despairingly at theis
duory, their little ones wathered round
them. Sach a chuneur of grief there was’
that Clristaphen, haviung doge bis best to-
try to comfort, went off to his boat to pray
for them, for 1t waus tov much for him to,
see w0 many broken hearis at once. :

= Sure enngh we've ind nonews of "o,
and likely it i3 we uvever shall no more.
Well, who cau sny, the weeping may be!
turued iato  ryoicing, for the storm

eau do mo more than He commands who
sends it: but it woukl be » cruel thing to
sqoourage them to hope.  No, no! to get

4to him as a dunghter.
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%em to liestill and commit all to God, and
to wait in patience to know his will—that
would be the way to comfort; but it seems
unfecling when I say so. I take it there
is times when ¢ the Comforter” must do his
own work without help, and go straight to
the heart himself, We've gotsuch clumsy
ways of putting the things—they’re quite
diffzrent when we speak in the ear, and he
breathes into the heart—oh yes, quite dif-
ferant?”

He had got to his boat before he saw
poor Mary sitting beside it, her hands fold-
ed on her knees, and looking very much
as if “'I'he Comforter” had beon ¢ bieath-
ing into her heart” the very things ke had
fonnd it useless to speak in the ears of her
fellow sufferers.

At first lie was startled and much pain-

ed tosee her, for of all the stricken Le carod
the most for ber.  She was the wife of his
brave, cardial friend, and so worthy of him
that as Herrick was as bis son, Mary was
He turned aside
to brush off the tears from his rugyed face,
and then telling her of the two ends of &
trouble, thought it best to leave her quict.
Buz be went blundering about his boat do-
ing more harm than good, for every minute
his head wasup and his eyes fixed on her;

| at lasthe threw down the tackle and seat-

ed himself on the boat side, .

But what could he say? When he
Jeoked at her fiuce full of the restfulness of
a holy cal, he thought *Now she isa
perfect pictars of them words, *keptby the
power of God?  She could no more look
in that way, if she tried in_her own
strength, than T could tell at this momeant,
whereour poor fellows are; and the danger
of me speaking is whether I shan’t disturb
her, like shaking a full vessel.  T'd best be
silent¥”

But Kit found silence difficult; it seemad
unfecling.  So he steared betwen speaking
and silencs by trving W sing.  She wright
take us much as she liked of bis song, with-
out being obliged to spazk in reply; be
was comforted by this bappy thought, and
begnus

«From evry stormy wind that blows,
From ev'ry swellingtide of wour,

Thero i& a calm, & sure retreat—
The Bariour o his mercy soati™ *

Mary did not answer, but he aaw large
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tears upon her cheeks, and her face quiver-

od slightly. She seemed as if she coild
not venture to look at him.

«Mary dear, you've got the troubls by
the right end, I believe,” he said, again
brushing off the tears that Mary's bad
Trought into his eyes; “and you know the
way to that ‘retreat, Mary, Well, T'm
not far from my threescore and ten, and
T've had my trials in my day, but I never
grieved for one of "em as ['do for this of
youss, and good reasou when iU's my own

too; but let us only get our sonls in tune;

to sing Hosanna now, and one way or an-
otber we'll be enconraged to pitch Hallelu-

* jah, take my word for it.” Still she was
sflent, and he said agaio:

“Don't think, my datling, I'd be so harde
hearted as to comfort you, T know your
heart and its sorrow better than that; but,
Mary dear—"

Here he was silent; for a distant hum
of sounds struck on his practised ear; he
Jooked aghast with agitation, and trembled
a3 he glanced from her over his shoulder,
carefully avoiding te excite her attention
thile he did it .

“ And, aiter 23, Mary,” hesaid, clearing

his voice, *vou know a hallelujoh may be
set Yor us svoner than we think—the Lord’s
ways arz so wonderful.  No storm can do
work beyond his command.” :
+ Mary was silent; but the expression of
ber face becmne rather agitated aud re-
proachful, as if to =ay, why wake fulse
hopes?

“Now if I 'was to givo my opinion, my
dear, said Kit, baving taken another sight
over his shoulder, « I should say that the
storm on Wednesday was worse with us
than further out; and though it's late—
yes, iUs late—I"m veady prepared to see
our poor fellows comein—alittle the worse
for a longer voyage thau they reckouned for,
but keart whole—that storm kept’em out,
3ary, but it never damaged our Herrick,
T'm sure of 2t

Old Kit said this so confidently, baving
had a most suisfactory survey of the beach,
that Mary’s eves were turned towards him
with a bewildered look of wonder and
Tnquiry.

~ 1 uxpect to see "em, Mary—that's what
I doj 1shnllaee'em; you shull see’em too;
and you mind me, dou’t get out of the* sure
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retreat’ when they come. Joy's a won-
derful thing; keep your heart atill; some
couldn’t believe the most joyfullest thing
that ever.happened for jcy, and some—"

But Kit had dore his part, the bum
had become louder, and proclaimed its
cause, A strango smile, almost ghastly,
passed over Mary's fuce; she gazed implor
ingly at Christopher.

“Now for hallelujuh P’ said he, as, gently”

holding her arm, by led her a step or two
onwanls where the scene on the beach was
plain to view.
i There were wives half frantic with joy
the whole village thronging round the wei-
{ come wanderers; and scon peals of joyful
acclamation rent the air.

Mary saw all dimly—all but one— Herrick,
. cnutiously advancing, st ke should over-
i whelm ber with too sudden a joy;and her

overwrought heart and agiiavion justified
Christopher’s vemauk, * that she got into
trouble better than she gor out of it.”

That evening was vne of genoral rejoic-
iing Ol Kit remarked, when he wentio
jclose it in thanksgiving aud prayer with
iMary aud ber husband, * There's sowme
; bere that it's a pity to see. not a word of
i *Lotd, save us! this moruing;and by rea-
son of that, not a note of hallelujah this
tevening. I find it a sore truth, that the

shortest sorrows and the longestjoya belong
to them only who kuow how to pray, and,
j therefore, how to praise!”—Sunday at
1 flome.

- -

PRAYER.

There is an cye that never sleeps
Beneath the shade of night;
There is an ¢ir thit never shuts,

When sink the bears of light

There is an arm that never tires,
When human strength gives way;
There is a love thut never fails,
When carthly loves deeay.
That eye locks round on scraph thronge;
That anm uphelds the skys
That car is filled with angels’ songs;
That love is throned on high.

But there's a power which man can wield,
When mortal aid is vaing

That eye, that arm, that love to reach,
That listening ¢as to gain.

That power is I'rayer, which soars on higly,
“Through Jesus to the throne;

1t moves the hand, which moves the world,
And bringsall blm"mgs down,

—Rer. Thomas Daris, M. 4.
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THE GOOD
A SUBTLR TEMPTATION.  !ing power upon us3 we ars theéir mamters
e ; aud not they ours; or if we bavegiven them
T¢«the glory which excelleth™ of that!any rule over us, when the stress comes,
*hich wehave in Chr'st is, that it Js not| we cam withdraw it again—allowing them
shadow bat substauce, not anticipation bat ! just a8 much authority as is convenient to
posaession—not the idea but the fact, or! us. There isno « Be thou holy, for I am
rather the fuct and the ddea in one, how | holy,” i them; nopointing to the rugzed
are we letting ¢o our most precious gains, | way of the cross, with a forerunner walki
when wa at alllet @0, or when we even | there, and & command that we slso waﬁﬁ
dlight our historice faith, vesting on and finit, Lt us beware eavnestly of so subtle
fnding its object in the person of the!a tempiation, locking asitdoes so fuir, and
Bavionr! Wiata miserable exchange, to | finding so mach in our slothful and sinful

give up this, and to accapt the largest, the
wmost vaunted theories concerning the god-
fike «nd the true in its voom, and as its
adequate ubstitate, the most mugnificent

ideas in the pluce of the humblest affiance |

on the Son of God—soon ts find that we

hearts that makes them only too ready to
embrage it— Trench.

—_——— e e ——

Wby are you not 8 Christian P

1. Is it because you are afraid of ridi-

bavegotten pebbles for jewels, words for:cule, and of what others may say of yout

things—that we are in a world peopleld
only with ghosts and phantoms!

« WHOSOEVER SHALL BE ASHAMED OF

Oh! Mz sxp OF MY WORDS, OF IIM SHALL THE

foss unntterable, if we allow any to stripoffl Syx or Max BE AsHAMED.”

for us the historic realization of the truth
fa the person of Jesus of Nazweth, as
shaugh it were not of the essence of the
matter, a2 though it were a thing indither-
eut, useful perhaps for the simpler mem-
bers of the Chuieh, but for others hinder-
ing rather tham helping” the contemplation
ef the pure 1w, which thoy wonid per-
euade us is all that we need to retuin—
They promise, it is true, who invite to
this :acriiice, that if we will destioy this
tamaple of our historic faith, in three days,
Foa,in aninstant, a5 by a wagic wand,
they will rdse us up a gondlier and more
gorgeons falwie in its room. Let it be
‘our wisdom to givg no credence to their
wordr; kunowing thiv, that it was the very
bleseednes« which the coming of the Son
of God in the flesh brought us, that it
brought us thau which these would fain
persuada us to relinguish aud venounce,
that it lifted men out of and above that
céadition into which these deceivers would
willingly bave them to return.

No doubt there is a tempfation to give
iato this, i temptation working in each one
of us—to tuke up, that is, with a religion
which aball consist in the contemplating
of great and cuncbling ideas, justead of in
the serving with a straightforward and
downright obedicoce a personal God.—
Thoss idess, wo feel that we can deal with
them as we like; they exert no constrain-

2. Is i. biecause of the inconsistencies of
professing Christians ?

“ EvERY ONE OF U8 SHALL GIVE AX
ACCOUNT OF MIMSELF TO Gop.”

3. lsit hecause you are not willing to
give all to Christ?

« WHAT SNALL IT PROFIT A MAN, IF OE
SHALL GAIN THE WIOLE WORLD AND LOSK
HIS OWN SOuL "

4. Is it becausa you are afiaid that you
will not be aceepted ?

" «His TnaT comeETnUNTO NE ] WrLy 1%
XO WISE CAST OGT.”

3. 1s it because you are too great a sin~
uer? .

“Tng vroob or Jests CrRIST CLEANS-
ETI FROM ALL SIN.”

6. Is 1t because you are afraid you will
not « hold out ¥’

“1lg WhicH HATH BEGUN A GOOD WORX
IN YOU Wila, PERFORM 1T UNTIL THE DAY 0¥
Jesuvs Cumst.” .

7. Is it because you are thinking that
vou will do as weli as you can, and that
God oughit to be satistied with that?

# \WnoSOEVER SHALL KEEP THI WHOLK
LA, AND YET OFFEND IN ONE POINT, IE 18
GUILTY OF ALLY

8. Is it bhecause you ave postponing the
matter, without any definite reason?

“B0AST NOT THYSELF OF TO-MORROW,
FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT WHAT A DAY MAY
BRING PORTIL"—Swnday at Jlome.
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FUNERAL SERMONS.
BY THE EDITOR.

Ought wivisters to predch funeral ser-
mons? This question is sometimes asked,
aud variously answered. Some say yes,
others say no; and again others say some-
times they sbould, and sometimes they
shouid not be preached.

By the termn funeral serinons, some un-
derstand  appropriate gospel discourses,
adapted to the circumstances of the case;
others understand that an eulogium on the
character of the deceased should be pro-
nounced.

Our opinion is, that appropriate gospel
discourses should be preached on all ocea-
sions when the character of the deceased
ean bo justly held up as a pattern in good
deeds or noble actions; or when the cause
of death tvas remarkablefor the lesson which
was evidently intended to be taught by the
event; that nothing should be said rela-
tive to the character of the dead, any fur-
ther than what might bo held up for the
advantage of the living; but that a postion
of gospel truth suggested by the cireum-
slances should be enforced with all the
power which the preacher can command.

Wa are aware that the friends of some
deceased, when the circumstanees are quite
ordinary, have come to imagine that a
funeral sermon is part of the service, and
that if they have no such provision made,
they are disposed to Jook upon the burial
a3 liko that of a heathen or of 2 dog. That
motion should be dispelled. The people
should be told that nothing that can be
said, or left unsaid, can affeet the dead.
But though that notion should be discour-
aged, we are not willing that it should be
by the discontinuance of sermons. For
wo think that every gospel minister will be.
glad to embrace overy ordinary opportu-
nity which he can conveniently overtake,
when thers is the prospect of a promiscu-
ous gathering, of bolding forth the fact
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that Jife and immortality have been brought'
to light. In this conntry people who be-
Jong to no church never hear a sermon,
except what they hear at funerals. Roman
Catholics, Unitariane, and others that do
not know anything of believing in Jesus;
have vo opportunity of Jearning about
Divine things; so that at a time when a
solemn event in Providence affects their
mind, it 3 of the utmost importauce that
they should hear Divine truth. An arrow
may then enter their soul which no human
band can extract. One ready to sow be-
side all waters will bo glad of every addi~
tional opportunity of increasing the coming
harvest.

There are ordinary cases of decease in
connection with the well-to-do portion
of the community. A wan dies rich;.
and though thero is nothing clse remark-
able in his case, his fiiends must have a.
sermon at his funeral, A gospel winiter
is glad of the chance to preach, for the
renson above expressed. A stirring dis-
cowso is addressed. Individuals quake
under its power. Thauks are offered to
the minister by the relatives. Hands are-
shaken and they part. There's the end,
so faras the carthly reward to the mivistes:
is concerned.  The undertaker is liberally
paid for the wooden sbell; the grave~
digger also for the earthan homo he has
made; the coachman too for his time and
trouble: but the minister who has expended.
more time and eflort than either, gets not
a cent for bis pains.

Geospel ministors are glad to sow beside
all waters, without locking for pay from
their follow-man. They work for their
Master, and at last they will not bo any
losers. But though they look to God, God
looks to those for whom they preach to
give them their vaward, The lubourer ia.
worthy of his hire, and if he docs not get
it from thosa who aro able, and by whom
it 3s due, “God is not mocked, but what-
soevera wan soweth that shall haalso reap™
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PICTURES FROM THE BOOKX.
YOR WONDERFUL BUSIL-~EXOD. III

Moses, in his wanderings through tho
wilds of Midian, had seen many strango
plaunts opeuing their leaves and flowers to
the dews of heaven; but that day he drove
Jethro’s flocks to Horeb he saw what no
one but himself has ever seen—a bush in
all its verdure growing on the hill-side,
notsending forth boughs like a plant, but
emitting flames like a furnace. Lo stood
breathless and dumb with amazement, for
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bush the servant of Jethro, he left it the
appointed sorvant of the Lord, with the
wonder-working wand in lis band with
which he was to lead Tsrael as & flock. He
had often led Jethro’s flocks to Horeb, but
he was soon to lead a liberated nation
thither, directig their march with that rod
which way better than Pharaoh’s sceptre,
for it was the seeptre of power with which
Jehiovah had marked him out when be
chose him as the leader and lawgiver of
his people at the busb,

That was indeed a wonderful bush whieh

be saw the smoke curling away heaven- i grew on Horeb's mount. But a sight as
ward, and the fhunes dancing bright and , wonderful can bo seen now in that church
high, but still the shrub stood in all its?which flourishes in all its beauty upon
summer grecnness. Jassing strange ! fMount Zion, God dwelling in its midst as
thought the fugitive from Egypt, as he'a God of wercy and a God of defence.,
said to himself, « I will now turn aside and : The hatred of its enemies has in all ages
weo this great sight why the bush is not | been kindled arcund it to consume it, but
burnt,”  He drew near to beiold, but he ‘ no weapon Lhat has been formed agaicst
wasstopped with the words ¢« Moses, Moses,” § it shall prospers nothing ean and nothing
by a voice from the bush.  Jelovah was islmll ever vemaove or destroy it; and any

one who will turn aside from the world

ju that bush, not a consuming five, but o)
God of love. Muses trembled at the men- jand draw nigh'in fith to behold this great
tion of his name by vnseen lips, but :m-i fwhit, shall recave 2 commission high as
awered, “Hore am 1"« Draw ot nigh | that of Moses.  The voice from the midst
hither,” sail the voice, “ buv put off thy i(.f it is not as it was on Horeb, “Diaw not
sandals from ol thy fost, for the place : nigh hitner;” but its language is, « Who-
where thou standest is holy gruuml."%soc\'cr will let him come.”
Moses obeyad, and the voice proceeded, |
«I am the Qoil of thy Fathers, the God of |
Ablrabaw, the God of Tsae. and the God :
of Jacob.””  Mases crouched in terror, and | S
hid his face with his robes in his hands, i A Mothodistdabower of Wesley's time,
for he dared not to look upon God.! Cnplain Webb, when any one informed
Midian’s solfitude: had often witnes-ed | him of the conversion of a rig]l man, was
Taraels futuro deliverer upon bis knees, but |10 the habit, of asking, ‘fs {iwz)urse con-
. . . verted?” Without the conversion of ki
never with such foclings as then.  Why it ‘pursc, the good captiin could give no
was that God hiwself was addressing him 1 gredit to the couversion of tke man. In
was to him an awful mystery. But it was ! this heagreed with Dr. Adam Clarke, who
aoon cleared up, for Jehovah announced to ' used 1o wy, « He did not bel.ie\‘&z’ in the
bim that be was commissioned to go to | Teligion that cost a man nothing. The

1 ps X ireligion that costs & man nothing is no
Egypt, and deliver bis kinsmen from the roligion at all; and the being converted,

thraldom of Pharaoh. 'Wonderful exalta- | o7 fut the purse, is no coavarsion at all.—
tion to Moses this]! Ho drew near the|Zferald of Mercy.

X.Y.Z

IS HIS PURSE CONVERTED?
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TURKEY-RED RAGS.

A lecture on paper-making wan adver-
tised to be delivered it the Atheneum of
a satl English town, and 1 went there
that I might increase my knowledge of
the manufactires of my” country; but I
found alo what T did not expect—a new
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fere with the whiteness of the paper. - He
took some alips of stuff of all the hues of
the rainbow, dipped them in a strong
chioride liquid, and held them up to our
view—white) .

« Wa have soma fittle difficulty,” said
the lecturer, « with the iron dyes, but the
most tioublesome of all wre the Purkey-

light east upon & portion of the precious | reg rags. You seo I have dipped this
truth of God. into my sojution; ite red is paler, but it is
The appearance of the platform waa. still strong.. 11 I steep it loug enough to
ariking.  Behind the lecturer—himveeli'; efface the coleur entirely, the tibre will be
& great papermakor——wera hung weils - destroyed, it wifl be useless far our mana-
rolected specimens from his bales of 1azs | taeture.  How then are wo to dirposo of
There were east-otf things from all lnds: onr red mgs? Wao leave theiv indelible
8 worn-out piece of crochet-work fram an; dye as it ix, and make them into r¢ed dlot-
Euglish deawiug voomy a aailv-coloured  ting paper.  Perhaps you have wondered
facket from ussinga beautifully-darned . why youwr writing-pad is ved.  Now yow
stocking, which proved itself to be from” know the reason.”
Japan by being divided ke a glove-—i 1 eould sewreely sleep that night for joy
Theso things were donbuless the leastiat the acquisition of so striking, theugh
tort and cleanest-looking of the vag-heap;  unintentional an illustration of the riches
but what 2 contrast they presented to theof grace aud the power of “the precions
vast sheets of snowawhite paper which; blood of Christ.”  The Spiric of God led
huug opposite tothem!  Ttseemal hard 1o thre prorhet faziak to write—not « Though
Lelieve that human ingennity, by means your sins be as blue a8 the <ke, or as
of machinery and chemistey, coubd work | green as the clive-lead, oraw black 2saights”
such a teonsformation.  Vivid was the , —he chose the very colour whick modern
illustration of the trath, that the best of | seienee with all ita applinnces finds to be
anconverted men are hut like the fairer . fndestructible.  “ Though your sins bo
specimtens of the papermaker’s rags, worth-* o< searlet, they shall be ns wh! + oo snow
lesa for God's service, fit only to be cast thouxh they be red like crimson. ey shall
away, Yet that His alwighty orace ean so ' be as waol.”
transform them that they shall be whiter | Some think lightly of sin. It i3 eney
than snow. When the saints shall sit to commit it, they know, and they im-
without spot on the judement-seat with | ayine it is as ensy to eseape from it; but
Ghbrist, and look upon the evowd of the ' the Spivit of truth compares it to a dye,
wicked, cowering in the filthy rags of irpatted doleed in & moment, yet inde
their own  righteousness, covered with | lible, not only for years, but as long as the
shame and everlisting contempt, they | material exists.,
shall aay, « Just such weve we; but weare,  There are others who have been taught
washed, we are sanctified, gwe are justified | the tevriblo lesson, that sin hag so saturated
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and Dby : their souls, that « thongh they wash them
the Spirit of our God I” t with nitre, and tuke them much soap, yet
But I had wore to learn from the lee- their iniguity is marked lefore the Lond
ture of the enterprising Scottish manufue- ! God.”  You do not, you cannot, exagger-
turer.  Afier sketehing the bistory of pa-| ate your deserving of wrath, and the stub-
per-making, be gave practical illustrations | berness of your inward corruption.  No
of its processes. e told us how thou-{power of your own, nothing in all the
gands of broken buttons and crooked pins{ world, can cleanse you, or save you from
ara picked out of the rags by women's| being a sinuner eternally. But what is im-
hands; how therags ave cutinto slips with | possible with man is possible with God.
sharp pieces of scythe, boiled and \vashedl Tho heathen poets have pictured one
by machinery, and then deprived of their | of the tormented in Tartarus as condomned
various colours, that they may not inter-'to wash for ever n garment marked with a
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bloody iaia whicli -always grew desper.—
If ‘'you are Iabouring to make yourself
righteous before God,and refusing tocome
to His ¢ fcuntain opened for sin,” you turn
the fable into a terrible reality, for you
condemn yourself to an elerm&ﬁy bopelesa
tusk.  Perhaps you have begun to discov-
er that it is 80, aud that you can never
justify and sanctify yowsel.  Whether

this has brought you to the sharp angaish

of despair, or whether you are werely
enreleas about sulvation beeause you have
found +there is 1o use trying,” fisten to
Uod's voice df coendescemling  pity,—
«'Comne, now, I8t 'us reuson together.”

You retain sa much ol God’s imagre, in-
tallectually, that if you bur understond His
way of mking ¢ crimson” * white,” the
wan which emanates from 1is wisdom
would commeni itself to your reason, and
what glorifies Hia righteousness would sat-
isfy vour sense of justice.

st Let us reuson logcther.” You are
not wholly wrong in rour view of the
care. It ina divinely implanted instinet
of juatice that tells you that you can never
doserve to be forgiven, much less to he
made a child of God,—that you can never
by any process of improvement becoms
“most for the inheritance of the saluia in
light”

God's # reasoning™ with sinners is bright-
ly unfelded by the apostle Pauli—sThe
love of Clirist constrimueth ua; becnuse
we thus judge (or rexson) that it one died
for all, then were alldead, (orall died, fe.,
in hin) He that is dead is freed (or
Justificd) from sin.”  The moment you
aocept of Christ you become ong with Him,
—s0 united, that vou are reckoned as hav-
ing died in his death, ieing crucified with
Him, .

If & condemmed and exeented criminal
were by a miracle restored to life, no man
eould lay anything to his charge  Having
suffered the extrome pen:liy* of the Inw, he
ia on that account dead 1o it, aud so ¢ jus-
tified” from bis crime. Thus it is with
you if you are “in Christ.” You have
died unto sin once, and God is too just
to require that you should dic a second
ame,

“But,” you say, “oven if I were thus
ooupted and justified in  Cluist, the rag

d otill be red. Iam sinful to the

heart’s core; i un told tolove God whi
all my heart, but it would bo utterly false
for mo to sy, * My soul thirsteth for (God ;'
[ am to love my neighbour as myself, but
[ renlly cannot do it Iu short, I am not
asaint.  Itisnot in me. Forme to love
the Bille better than any other book, and
be most huppy in communion with God,
L mightas well wish myself an infant agnin
in my mother’s armg, or uy to make &
corpree livel” i

You ave quite right, and therefore God
offers to do all this jn you. When you
believe on i Son, you wre indeed born
again. You, thouzh now dead insin, witt
i ba guichened together with Clris, and
have new Jife implanted. When vou be-
come one with Jesus, the Spirit, who
dwells in Him, wiil dwells in you.  You
wiill abide in Cheiw, and Cheist o yon,
Ll e present you funltless before the
j presence of His oy with exeveding joy.
In this way von will but on the new man,
and become visivly Aoly. Thus Gad, in
His great Jove, through the power of His
tiansforming waee, « . Res erimson singers
-whiter than snow.—British Herald,

[

PRECIOUS FRUITS.

I hope some of our dear young readeis
have learneil to love thy goml Sheplierd
j who watches over them, and b we eariestly
’])!':\}'l‘il 1o {fod, for Jesns' ke, to wash

their hearts clean in His precious blooed.
But they mnast not suppose that when they
have done this, the gool work is done—it
is only bezun,  Wo are tohd tiat va must
pray without ceaning; for we ine constantiy
sinuing, and need constant forgiveness; and
the best Uhristians are thos2 who are niost
sorry for their sins.

The difference between a Christian and
others iy, thut one isa genitent sinner, who
feels that he i3 a child of God, anl that
his loving father is alwavs kind and ready
to forgive; but impenitent sinmers sre
thoso who o on amd are never sorry—
who do not 1epeni, or care that they ars
offending a kmd and just God.

But it is our duty to try and kesp from
sin; aud if we have a naw heart, 1o com-
mence a now life. It is ot trun repents
aRos to b sorry and seek forgivencss, augd
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then go “on doing the same things over
again; we must repent and forsake our
sme.  If the good Spirit dwells in our
hearts, wo should show it in our lives,

Once while Jesus was hero, he sat upon
a mountain, the people all around him,
and preached a sermon. He told them
they could judge the heart by the actiovs.
He asked them if men could gather
“grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles,” and
then said, « Even so every good tree bring-
ethforth good fruit.” Itisjust as true now
an it was eighteen aundred years ago, for the
beart of man now is just as it was then,~—
You might as well expect to find delicious
grapes growing on & thorn tree, as to tee
=ood and lovely actions come from an evil
heart.

If this spirit of God dwells in the heart,
they seem to be always sad; they have not
enough fuith to remember that God has
its fruit will show in the life, and the Bible
talls us what those fruits will be. You
may think it is a long list, and that you
ednnot always live in *love joy, peace,
long-sufiering, gentleness.”  1f you depend
auly on yourself, you could not for a singlo’
day keep from sin; but this Spirit, which
will dwell in your heart, will help you to
keep in the right way.

Somte Christians ute so fearful and timid,
asid, « My gince is sufficient for thee”—
They forget that one of the fruits of the
Spirit is joy; they forget that David, the
sweat singer of old, suid, “*Let all those
that put their trast in Thee rejoice; let
them ever aheut for joy. because thou de-
fondest thems let them also that love thy
nane be joyful in thee”

Children sometimes think it is a gloomy

. thing to be & Christian, but they are wis-
taken. It was not a gloomy thing when
an angel cama to the shapherds in the
fialds of Bethlehem, and said, « I bring
you good tidings of great joy.” And it
war glad music when a multitude of the
heaveuly hest sang,  Glory to God in the
highest.”

Kxcept for these glad tidings life would
Lave been gloowmy indeed; then, who
should be so joyful as those who hape
their sins are forgiven? Wo are told,
“'There is joy in heaven among the angels
orer oue sinner that repenteth.” Let ws,
theg, always be glad, and remember that

o
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¢ the redesmed of the Lord shall return,
andcome with singing; and everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall ob-
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow auwd
sighing shall flee away."— Quiver.

vTHE MOUSE SWIMMING IN THE
MOONBEAMS."

In a de2p hole of 2 mouantain stream,
nerr the roots of an old elm that stood on
the bauk, lay a large, beautiful trout.—
His sides were mottled and dotted with
carmine, and his belly was silver. He lay
easy, & few inches from the bottom, just
lazily moving bis fins to keep him from
touching the ground, and now aod then
geatly wagging bis tail to maintain him-
self just wheve he was. Mauny smaller
trout lay near him, but they all looked up
to him as a very wise old fellow, too swilt
to be devoured by larger fish, and too cun-
ning to be caught by the hook. Many
were the hairbreadth escapes of which he
could boast, and many the hours he bad
made the fisherman cast their flics in
vain: he was too wise to be caught, One
day, two very skilful fishermen came fich-
ing along the stream.  Thoy bad caught
a few very small trout, but not one of any
size,

«See there! sco there! what a noble
fish!” says one. ’

“ Where?

“Just under the root of that tree.—
There! see him move! I'l have him,if
it takes me all day.”

Carefully and gently they threw in theic
Hines; but Mr. Trout was a match for them,
{ "hen they changed the bait—but no! he
; knew them too well.  Then. they put on
their flies, ved and yellow, and black, and
all colours; but the fish would not touch
them. He knew they were not real flies.

“What a noble fellow! 1 wish we could
catch him. DBat, never miud; I'll have
him yet”

They then went off, and caught some
live grasshoppers; but all to no purpose.
8o they were obliged to give itup. Oa
gaing home, one of the gontlemen saw a
a field-wouse run glong before bim. On
looking earefully at the spot at which she
started, ho found her nest, with four nearly
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mice. It was near a big willow- | was poor James to mect all these expouses?
treo. 8o he cut a long stick, and stuck in | He was tempted to defrand his omployers,

round near the nest.

the

“1 have & little notion of my own.”

That eveniug the moon shone upon the
waters calmly, and all the fish were seek-

ing theirsupper. If a grasshopper Jeaped |

into the water, or a fly came near to cool i ;
i owed more than his salary would pay, and

ithen he was discovered, and disgraced,
tand ruined.
| down fellow—a curse to himself, and to all
{ who bave to own him as a relation. O,

bimself, o was sure to be caught up.—
The old trout began to be hungry. Al
the afternoon he bad been Loasting that
no onie .could ever deceive him, and that
no fisherman ever came near catching
bim. Presently he saw a little mouse
swimming on the top of the water. It
ssomed to be young, aund to swim very
slow, as it rippled-along in the moonbeams,

“Ob, what a supper is that! A real
Hve mouse, and no sham, like the flies of
the fishermen. I will have him at once.”

With one leap be seized the mouse and
svallowed him.  In another moment he
was jerked far out of the river, and lay
pauting and frantic on the ground. The
eunning fisherman had come and found
bin stick and the nest, and taken one of
the young mice for bait, and the poor trout
was outwitted and destroyed.

Poor fish! How much like buman be-
Ings they are! ‘There was Joe Bixley,
mow—a fine, honest-looking boy, who
aeomed to want to do right, and to 1esist
samptation, He would not swear nor lie;
he felt that nobody conld tempt him to do
wrong, and yet Sam Blake got Lim out
oae moonlight night to walk, and then
ahowed him the fair froit which hung ou
old Moseley’s plum-tree, and before be
knew it they were robbing the poor old
man of that which would have Lought
Yim bread. Z%e mouse swimming in the
moonbeams!

There was James Wilson—as noble a
boy as ever left his village howe for life
in & great city.  For a long time he was
true and faithful to his employers, and
gave & fair promise of becoming a vilu-
abla man; but at length he met & smooth-
tongued, cunning young man, who, by de-
grees, made him feel that in order to be
waply he must smoke, and dress, and go
to the theatre, and give oyster suppers to
the frionds who had treated him, How

but for a time resisted. At lust his

Vhat are you doing 1” said his friend. | smooth, tempting companion tokl him that

he mizght *just borrow the money out of
the drawer, and pay it again when ho got
Lissalary,”  Alas!742 was the mouse swom-
ming tn the moonbeams! e + borrowed,”
13 he called it, again and again, till he

He is now a poer, broken-

the mice that swim in the moonbeams ! —
Beware of them!— Quiver.

-
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A BOY'S CHARACTER.

Do you, my boy, who sit reading these
lines, know that you have a character?
Ifao, what kind of a chavacter?  Geod o
bad? For boy as you are, and never
thinking that any one wuotices your woys
from day to day, rest assured your char
acter is known wherever you are knowa.
The man that keeps the store opposite
knows you. The blacksmith knows you.
The farmer whose bouse you daily pase
koows you. The lame soldier who stops
every day to rest on the bench at the
grocery, has a pretty good gucss at your
cbaracter; for he sees you with the boys,
and marks your style of play, your talk,
and your temper. And all these boys,
oo, know whether you are a good-tem-
pered, honest fellow, or one who is al-
ways quarrelling, domineering over others,
cheating at play, and trving to secure the
best of everything for yourseil, not caring
who is the Joserif you be grmtiticd. Now
is it not worth while to begin early toes-
tablish a good character? A good boy i
known to be goed as 1eadily as a bad boy
is known to be bad.  Yet childienseldom
think how delightful it is to grow up with
the love and coufidenc: of their family and
the neighbours whom they daily mest.
Most boys think only of having as much
fun and pleasure as possible, not caring
how they get it, how much they disgust
their-teachers, how much they grieveﬁdi'
mothors.—S. S. Visitor. o
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LOVE TO CHRIST. meditating on the divine perfections~.
—_— Como under the beama of the Sun of
Tow happy ia the state of those who | Righteousness, that you may imbibe genial
live under the habitual and powerful in | warmth. Avoid those cares which damp
fluence of Divine love! Love in the heartj the ardour of devout affectionn. Pray
melts the stubborn will to pwe2t subinis- i constuntly for an increaso of faith, that
ston, consumes the dross of gin, and fits, you may live upon the promises. Above
the heliever, as a vessel of honaur, for thei all, walk closely with God, and koep u
Master's use. O Christian! should thy ! intimate commuanion with him, It is we
8uaviour adidress thee in the happiest mo- | known haw much frequent intercourse en-
mrents, a< he once wldresse’] Peter, * Lovest | dears enrthiv friends to each other. By freo-
thow me ™ wouldst thon not veply, « Denr ' Iy pouring ont the undisguised sentiments.
Lord, thou knowest that I bwe thea—1of the heart, their mutual affection is both.
Thou canst read the inmost sentimonts of discoverad andincrensed. * And this I pray,
my mind, and the exnlted ideas T entert-in * that yor love may abound yet mora and
eoncerning thee.  Thou canst bk into 1 mare in knowledge and w all judgment;
this heart, and®ser the desites that pant{that ye may approve things. that are ex-
aflor thee, and long for a participation of cellent: that ye may bo sincere and with-
thy glory.”— Lovest, thon me more than ! out offenca till the day of Christ; being filled
theo earthly comforts and conneetions 't with the frui's of righteousness, which are
%Yes, Lord: the swoetest jove, aud tlh-1 by Jesua Chriet, unto the glory and praise
Jearest kindred and friends, have no claim , of Gd” (Phil. i. 9-11).—Fhornton on
on my atfetion cquai to thine.  Thouls The Fruits of the Spirit

hast bonghtme with thy blood, ealled me i in bl
by thy giace, given me the earnest of the OUR FATHER'S CARE.
8pirit and the hope of eternal glory.  Be-| BY DR EDMOND,

hald, Tam wholly and for ever thine”—|  Theve is a wonderful fulness of life M .
~ Lovest thou me?  Then keep my com-| (he world. Take a walk out into the
fi?lnd l';ll'\l:t‘lc :m':"\:“nih {,ll'e“:o?g 5,::\;:“ 81‘)‘ rf' ;cnultlxlry”nn a ﬁn‘e summ:-l\i (:;y, and aic and
L Thy comeands, blessed Jesus, are foqpely all nronnd you wi seen swarm-
ot grievous,  May they ever be engraven i jug with life. \ thourand Tnvedts. Aty
on my heart, :t(n‘(l ix!(er\\-:;z\:o;) i lhnlct;vu)hwt.? firting to and fro on the wing—birds of
o my I Graeous luzdeemery ©Jove ! many kinds are singing in the woods; and
theo, and desire to In with thee, to behold ! pag Ontv are catlle}hﬁ sheep gmzin;; the .
thy glery. T love thy ordinances, and | flelds, but if you stoop down you may ses
through thom diaw fiom thee mv vichest, the very clods asir with multitudes of
ensolation. T love thy peonle for thellitde ereatures,  And thers ars worlds of
troth's sake and for the divine imave!life 8o very small that your eye cannot soe
which they bear.  Whenever T meet them, | thom,  You must got a microscope, and
1 would give them the rigit hand of fel- 1 hen what wonders will show themselves.
lowship, spread over them the soft mantha! ¢3 you! In a drop of water from the ditch
di:lhamy'l and bieath out ”{? warmest Eyou will find « litthe community of strange
wishes and prayers fo taelr weilyre. ipeople.  Every tree within the forest is
But isthis, Cheiutian, always veur happy - b -Lited like a small world, God was at.
;xperiencc! It have uo, do;}\l\t ym; l;:m» ' pvxi;)slt'.?urn:lk?(:ﬂl ;.\hese li:';ltng tbi;gs, gl;eat.
vequent cause to complain that such lrea- ! and little.  ITe keeps them alive aleo
venly frames and holy fectinge araof shart| Aud he gives them work to do. The
sontinumnce,  You lameut that your lnve; 1ocks ou which the coral isles of the South
£00 often reserbles o fire in embers, rather, Seas rest, weve bnilt up by millions on
than a fire rising into a clear and Tervent y millions of little inseet workers, and they
flame.  Thiscomplaint provesthesincerity, ' s:v that in somsz places the battom of the
though uot the ntewseness, of your atlee- | 8ea is paved solidly for rilus on miles with
tion. the shells of dead aunimaleulz, almost too-
" Suffer the word of exhortation. Tabour|small to be sonceived by us. A gool
to get a more fixed and settled habit of1minister of tha gospel waa wont to. ssy



there was nothing to him more wondorful
than this amazing amount of life, filling
earth, and air, and sea. Would God make
it if he did not-care for it? You know the
Bible says ho gives food to the young lion,
and the ravens, and the sparrows, There's

a little bird dying at the foot of a tree—'

who cares to look at it? It is but & bird
-—ves, but there is one éye watching it,
for “even a sparrow shall not fall to the
round without your Fathor.,” There is a
ittle givl laying out crumbs on the window-
eill for the robin-radbreasts to pick up, in
the snowy days of winter—she does not
think of it, but she is doing work fur G id
all the while. “Your heavenly Father
faedeth them” was Christ’s word abont the
fowls of the air—The Children’s Church
at Home. .
U S
THE DIFFICULTY OF KNOWING.
—_—

The apostle’s precept is general—¢ Ifany
man think that he knowoth anvthing, he
knoweth nothing yet as ho onght to know.”
(1 Cor. wiii. 2.} This is a judgment so
broad and sweeping, that it might not
please the cars of some, perhaps; yet it is
a rule for us all; even for thowe who have
made the most progres.  How much
more, they, for the young?  Let me there-
fore entreat these, for their own sakes, aml
for the sake of the Church, to be more
ready to hear than to judwe on theologieal
subjucts, and to endeavour to learn rather
than to give apinions.  Moddesty is not
apathy, and hamility is as far as possible
from inditherence. Bt there is something
strangely out of character, to say nothing
étronger, for young porsons, of slender in-
formation, and perbaps of very impertuetly-
dormed hatbits, to use the terms of eontio-
versy, anl to adopt at once, as their own,
detinte views on deep and intricate gues-
tians concerning 1eligion.  Sueh things
aze noi to be tken up off-haud, be aase
they wiecurient; but tho vight understand-
ing them is the result of long and carveful
faquicy. Lo be ably to judge of these

watters is a thing wkich may weil be;

desired; but Jet it be sought by each one
in all buniiity, through improt ing biself
in koowiedge and praciice.  If this is the
effect, questions raised about religion will
not prove so greut an evil as at first sight

they might seoun— Huseey.
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NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL UN-
SELFISHNESS.

No doubt there are many persons. who
are naturally uneelfish, where amiability of
. temperament forbids them to grasp at ad-
vantages held by others to their detriment,
and who act impulsively from & gonerosity
of soul that, so far, stands them instead of
. experience; but at best this natural unsel-
"fishness, charming as it is, camot for a
, moment be compared with the unsoifish-
, sy which i3 the result of igh and thounght-
, ful principle.  The one argues an ensiness
of temper not very far from the confines of
; weakness; the other, the deliberate strug-
“gls of the soul to free itself from the tram-
. mels of worldly wisdom, only meant to en-

dute for the moment, and of no value here--
after, which lereafter alone has any real
{ importance in the Christian’s eye; and al-
thongh I will not go so far 25 to sy
that naturally unselfishness ever entirely
! quits its happy possessor, yet I am certain
Vit tends to degenerate, not being founded on
1 principle and experience, wherens the real
virtue constantly intensifies a3 experience
taccumulates.  Some one, uno doubs, will
urge in oppnsition to this view, ‘How do
vo.i account for the proverbial seliishness
of ol age? On this point much, indeed,
might be written; but I answer that
much which seems selfishness in old
age is not really selfishness, but is the vesult
of a sense of weakness and impatence to
retain what in stronger days no one denied
, o be vighie and dues and hence the old
!often ineur the churge of selfishness,, when,
in seality, the selfishuess reddes in those
who surronnd them, and whagpeculate on
their inability to hold what others have no-
vizht to covet.  No doubi: there is such a
thing as vile, godiess old age, when every
passion, every iugrained .ice, becomes more
awd more hateful as the power of indulgence
wanes, and when a detestable cravin
sellishuess reigns supreme over soul aug-
houly alize, being, in fact, about the only
expression of the polluted soul left possible:
to the unhapny man or woman who has,
A his or her life, ¢ walked’ in the- ¢ thick
durkness’ of the world, the flesh, and the
devil. But in ordinary cases, I am con-
vinced that the old are more sinued againat,
thrnsivaing, and if the young or middle

f
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:?«1 objecters could chianga places with the
d people they abuse, they wonld be found

tan times worse in every point of view,'

Ambition and covetousness having fallen
away from a man—eterity being in his
viaw—thereis really no fo  .or seltishnes
Jeft to the character; but were this all, the
victory wounld be incomplete. A man mnay
ba passively unselfisb, like as he may be pas-
sively sclfish, and yet commit wrent wrong.
He may submit without « murmur, nay,
gladly, to all that the world ealls saerifies
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jand the guest mutually inseribed thele
| names, and then interchanged them with
1each other. :
{  The praduction of this stone was quits
! suflivient toinsure fiiendship for themselves
or their descendants, whenever they travel-
L again in the same direction.  While it
is evident that these stones were required
1o bie privately kept and the nae written
“on them cwelully concealed, lest others
_shoalt obtzin the privileges instead of bim
for whons they were intended.  Uow natn-

but he may uever stir to 1ender 2 service s ral is the allasion to this custom in the
to another, e it not to wuit until the words: «1 will ive him to éat of the hid-
sacrifice is demanded of bim, he is to offer " den manua? and having done so, baving
himself willingly.  And now comes in the f1es anizad bun as my  guest, ny friend,
value of experience.  Where the natwrally '+ [ will give him w0 white stone, and in the
unselfish but inexperienced person would in ' stone & new name written, which no man
Lis zeal da an infinity of harm, the, 0 0, knoweth sming he that receiverhit; a pledge
speak, artificially unselfish man brings to!of my fiiendship, saered and iaviolable,
the practice of his virtue a krowledge of | known vnly to Limseli)’

men and things which actually doubles itz
value. He is mostly uble, intuitively to)
distingush the true fiom the filse object of |
sither hishounty or his support—Iileknons.
whers to bestow and wimm to ail.
will say this is a God-hke pre

B Tt X T TEISPRpRN -
SEEKING CHRIST.
' In a prayer-meeting held rezently in one
You 5 of the mi-xion schuols of Chieagro, the oppor-
ience, and tunity was given to iuquirers to rise for
hou will ask me how it comes about.  1°prayers. .\ nunber zrose, smd umong thew
answer that the virtue of unselfishaess '@ young kudy dressed inmourning.  On her
based on religon and experience, .‘-'i\‘t'; i i:';; ‘:\‘;‘;:\n;‘,::;‘,‘,,’-:’{g;n:;,:::so}‘bu" :
mental insight into the mature of (‘rl..xcr. p:onﬁ'\-m: n ]m':.cut was attracted towards her.
people u'"t“ ""‘l""ﬁ e catt SUpPiYe= . yok her by the hand, and said— aftes in-
Churchiman’s Family Magazine. j Guiring if she did sot sise for prayer s
halningiveng { ¢« Now long have you Leen secking the
TEE WHITE STOXNE. | Saviour 2"
ive 10 0ot ¢ r‘ To wineh skeeplied : .
¢ SO« have wot been secking him at oll, air, or
I should kave found him”

"I reply was cectainly unnsial but scrip-
steral. He who cantiot lie, bath said to every
anxious sumer, * Seckand ye shal! find”

«To him that avercometh will I
the hidden manna, and will give
and ju the stone @ new name W
man knowcth saving he that veccivetl it
il 1%

In primitive times, when wravelling -
rendered difficult by want of pluces of pub- !
Jic entertainment, hospitaiity was exercised |
by private individuals to a very great ex-;

1

ONE GENTLE WoeRD.

tent.  Paisons who had pantaken of this)
hiospitality, and those who przeticed it, fre-
quently contracted habits of vegard and;
frieudship for each other; and it became a
well established c¢ustom, Loth among the
Grocks and  Romans, te provide their;
guests with some particular mark, which |
was banded down from fusher t» son, and

One zentic word that I may speak,
Cr one kind loving decd,
May, though & tiitle poar and weak,
Prove like a tiny sced
And whe can tell what ool mny spring
From such a very little thing.

Then let me try, each day and hour,
To act upon this plan—
What little good is in my power,
To do it while I can;
If to be useful thus I try,
I may do better Ly sud by.
~Children's Friend,

insured hospitality and kind treatment
wherever it was presented.  This mark
was usually a suall stone or pebble, cut in
half aud upon the halves of which the host

-
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STORING FOR GOD AND GIVING
TQ GOD.

a11

supply instantly available for required use-—
roplenishing a reservoir for a regular system
of distribution, and for possible contingen-
The process of atoring God's portion is | cies. * Storing” is of God, insuring and con-
of divine origin—«Lay by in store” istraining to self-prompted, liberal, cheerful,
(1 Cor. xvi. 2). Can any one deny this | blissful “giving.” “Giving" without “storing™
the force and value of a divine sugeestion? | it of man, and while gencrally small, tardy
But love lifts a sugmestion to a prized law | and distasteful at best, requires strong and
of action. If amy deny the perpetuated | frequent stimulant for even such exercise,
authority on them of injunctions given to ! “Storing” in contiast to spending,~spending
Galatian and Corinthian Cluistians, what [all we have is an animal process,—present
have they remaining at all, cither of privi- | selfenjovment.  The lowest grades of crea-
lege orobligation? seeing that there is no | tures do that. Sparing, savingsome of what
epistle inseribed to any churches now | we have, isrational.  Retention'ofiit for the
existing. The Seripture method of stor- | future is good and noble, being an zet of
ing for God appeurs to be necessary for, self-denial ratber than of sef indulgence.
the doing of God'swork.  Many Christians |« Storing” for God in contrast to storing
have adopted the practice of sinail weekly  for ourselves and dependants.  To slore,”
offerings at the sanctuary, asa way of main-, to save for ourselves and friends alone,
taining the cause of God, in adidition to; nurtures covetousness and avarice under
plans before used; meanwhile not stering ' cover of a virtue—suitable providence.—
God’s partion, the true Seriptural method. ; To “store” for God as well as for ourselves
Weekly offering is good along with storing, | chierishes justice to God.  Providing first
as a convenient way of applying a suitable ; for Him who is irst and essential, and sub-
part of the sacred storeto its first claim— ; ordinating all other claims to His. It fur-
divine worship; but without the “storing,” ; ther cherishes Jove to God and man, and
the offering will almost certainly prove fitful * presents undeniable proof of the same in
aud insuflivient. The whole question rests | the constant devotion of the first and best,
upon the admission or rejection of God’s ito a far arander olject than the gratifica-
claim on a part of every one’s possessions; j tion of our poor puny selves.
andon the employmentof a divinely dis-!  Giving to Gud— Giving in contrast to
covered way of securing that this clim shall  peysng— Much of even Christian offering
be met certainlyand first—by instantly lay- oon degenerates intopaying. What com-
ing apart that portion, that it may without | menees 13 a gift ofte Z0es on asa mere
fuil be devoted judiciously to sacred and be- | payment ofa subscril)ﬁo;i orarent. ]’nyin!;;
nevo!ent purposes.  The praciice of weekly - ani giving are opposites.  Paying is get-
offering in churches may introduce the thin | tinx as much commodity for as litle cost
- end of tho wedge of storing personally. ! as pmoticable.  Giving.is of heart-purpose
Itis, however, human and unsatisfactory, | aud loving contrivance—providing the ful-
apart from storing God's portion. lest offering that abiiity aad prudence allow.
Storing for God is adivine method, | As we can never render an cquivaleut tor
with a view to giving easily, ploasantly and ' God for his infinite bencfactions to.us, let

——

liberally, accerding to means, whenever
needy objects arise.  Ziie storingis privade
with Gaod alone, in view of his gooduness,
and of sacred obligation providjng for com-
ingdemands. The giving is public in the
sight of men; meeting demands according
to provision, already made for them.—
+ Storing” is a wholpsale process of laying in
& stock, for tho rotail process of responding
promptly to the wants advanced. « Stor-
ing"” is accumulating a fund for wise appli-
cation against times of necd—sinking a
well for tho constant retention of a home

“our offerings ever be, at Jeast, the juyfully
devoted gifts of love. « Giving” to God
,in contrast to receiving fromn hima.  Receiv-
. ing isan essential act of creature life, and
a mark of ereature ngture.  Aan receives
"evon as the inferior creatures, and much
“more abundantly.  God alone gi-cs abso-
‘lutely aud really. It is God-like in man
,togive as ho is ¢nabled. God gives man
; more than be himeelf wants, that he may
have somcthing to give. God prompts
mian to give. God seeks to train man by
means of his own work—*giving” in his
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‘own charatter, spirit and action, as a giver.
‘God horidrs man by letting Aim alone of
‘creatures give, and give even to hiniself.—
“Ye did it unto me,” will be the emphatic
commendation of the great Saviour Judge.

The public advocacy of these positions
often provokes the almost indigeant pro-;
test—*This would involve a perfect re-|
volution in Church Finanee!” The very:

thing demanded! The sovner it comes’
the Letter on every gromnd !D 1t is hixch
time for Christians (o rise from giving by
fushion to giving  of sacred obligation and .
Tove. -

How thischange would work leam from
the following imstancesi—A kiborerswho
paid Is a quarter, now storss o ont of
10s. a week—six-foll inercase. .\ me-”
chanic who paild Is. 6 2 quarter, wow
stores 1s. out of 16s a1 week—ciuht-fold
increase. A clerk who paid 25 aut of
£200 a year, now stures 8s. a week—tour-
fold fucrese. A tradesman who il
L14 out of £3G0 a year, now slores £70
a year—five-fold fnerease. A gentleman
who paid o tenth of his income taw stores
sa fifth—two-fold inerease. Wha will say
that these givers are Wmjared or paaned by
thir dnerensed givings?  They are the
painful pagmends of duty changed iata the
Jourul qirts of ehnice! :

Deeds ke these perforoed br Christizns
generadly woull fill the Lords tresury
for every neediul ciaim—uwonld silence
niling worll—awl wouid eall forth an
agony of hearl-trawailing tith and poeayer,
which woull soon realize A sEcoxn creni-
OUS PENTECOSTOF RLESSING 11— Nev, Joha
Ross, in Canadinn Ludepeadent.

CGpedhs, T8

o -

THE NAME « CHRISTIAN"

When Jew and Gentile Lewan to listen
1o what was preached conceiuing Chuist,
and when in kirge numbers they elave un-
to the apostles and %iclicved, the warld
began to see that these men were diflerent
from all the other religious partivs or seets
of their day. Tt felt in need of a term by .
which to distinguish them, when speaking .

THE GOBD NEWS

of Nazareth was tho Saviour of the world
were fust called ¢ Cumisriaxs” at An-
ticeh,

Itis not likely that they reccived this
name from the Jews, The «clildren of
Abraham” employed a term much more
expressive of hatred and contempt.  They
callel them  “the sect of the Nazar-
enes”  These disciples of Jesus taced
their origin (o Nazareth in Galilee; and
it was a proverb that nothing good could
cone out of Nazaveth,  Busides ihis, there
wits afurther vesson why the Jews would

Ltot have called die diseiples of Jesus by

the name of ¢ Christimns.”  The word
C O bas the same meaning with
# AMessiah” aned the Jews, however Ulinded
and prepudice Fon this subject, would never
kive used so mered 2 word to point an
expresson of mockery and derision; and
they conbl Lot have used it in grave and
sertatis wavinest o desienate those whom
ther held o be the followers of a false
Mewial, o fictitions Christ, Nor s it
fikely that thee  Chri-tians” gave the name
to themsed Tn the Aets of the Apos-
thes, 2t B thele onn letters, ve fnd them
spesking of themselves as “brethren,”
---liwiplv,‘," « fuelievers,”? “saints.” Ol}ly
intwe plves (Aetsxavic 28and 1 Peteriv,
165 du we find the term “ Chsistian;? aud
i both iestnzcs it is implied (o have Leen
wned By those whowere withont.  There is
el donle tha this name originated with
tres Geentiles, who buegran now trsee that this
e s so b distinet from the Jows
taat they miehit untinally receive a new de-
signation. Awdihie form of the word implies
that 1 e froon the Bomans, not from the

! eword « ChrisC' wis often in
the cetversition of the believers, 2s we know
it to hazee Leen eonstatly in their jotters.

LA was iloe titke of Him whom they

avaned a3 thedr leader and thiir chiell
They confiss: Fihat this Christ had been
erueiied, but they asserted that, e was
visen from the dead, and that he guided
them by his invisible powerMhus « Chirds-
tians” was the unme which naturaliy found
its plwe in the reproachful language of
their enemivs.

of them collectively. Accordingly, about, Thers is something very significant in
the year 44, the voeabulary of the human ; the place wlhiere we first received the vame,
race was enlarged by the invention of 1} Not in Jerusalem, the city of the Old
newuame. Those who believed that Jesus ! Covenant, thecity of the people who were

<.

N
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chosen, to the extlusioh of all others, but | away seriousncss than to call it hack again,
in a heathen city, the castern centra of | To quench conviction was not difiicult, but
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Greek fashion and Roman luxury, and not
‘till it was shown that the New Covenant
was inclucive of all others; then ard there
were we first called Christians, and the
church received from the world its true
and honourable name.—Sablcth School
Messenyer,

‘how to rekindle the quenched convictions
was now the difficulty. Her heart had be
come hardy she could not feel ; she saw the
infinite peril before her; but by her con-
tinual resistances to God inzensibility had
taken possession of her; her soul was be-
numbed—it would a0t fed—it would not

awake, .

Death was coming on; Lut focling came
not.  What could be douein order to

God in merey visited onewell-known to ! wake her up?  She asked that the shroud
me. The Holy Syirit strava with her, and | in which she was 20 soon 10 e wrupped,
she was brought un-ler deep impressions ; wight be made in her présance, in order
of eternal things.  But she revisted to the , that she, in looking at the process from
uttermost,nay, told some of hev fiiends that ' beginuing to end, might be roused up.
she was determined to put away these sevi- | Her wish was complied with; the shrond
cus thoughts. Sbe succeeded at last; her, Was made in the oom,  Bat when all was
convictionsvanished, au the grieved Sphit  done, “"“5 shook her head, saying, « I can-
gave her up.  She beeame as caveles as | w0t feel” .
she had been anxions.  ‘The prosent world  Death came neaver. but fooling came not.
was everything; the wark] to come, nothing. - She remaited unhelieving aind insensible,
Tlow temrible the state of a soul that Las ' Taost convictions crne not haek again, and
thus banished the Holy Spirit, and reduced she eried ont in the bitterness of her sou),
: i ¢ The Spirit has fiwd, and 1 am fost.”

QUENCHED CONVICTIONS.

aseif to insensibiliny and heedieness!

It has not, indeed, given itelf peies;— |
that is impossilble; but it has Leen drowa- |
Jug its bitler sense of wans in carthly joy, |
carthiy gaiety, and carthly filly. It has'

Deen trying 1o sbnt out Gosd, and to pre-

vent itself feeling the need of having Him
for its friend and goteing all its gl lness ot
of Bim.  'This is uot happiness; nay, it is’
one of the €addest states to which = soul
cin be reduced. Oh, who can tell the.
weariness, the bitterness, the tersor, the dis-
satisfuction of a soul lving wiler quenched
convictions, and plunging on in warldliness
in order to keep then quenchedl

A day of terror cumne to her onee wore;
but it came upon a sick-bed.  Uer con-i

i

science woke up, and showed her the mazk- |

After lingerine on for ten days, she died
in darkness,

“Younx men and muidens,” beware of
quenching the Spivit. Deware of putting
away serious thonghts.  Beware of prefer-
ring the world to Claist. e vecks to win
your young hearts to ITim~if. Oh et
Him do so! 1ie wants o come in and
bless yous oh let Him do =0l His jove is

better than the worlds Lwe; s joy s

sweeter than the varh’s o, < Love nns
the worll”  Seek not o be gav. The
world will chieat yon, tat Clais will nol
The world wiil leave vou emply and sad:
Christ will not. My s n, give ME thine
heart.”

Yourtime is short.  The Judge standeth

ness of the past; she remembered her for- 1 before the dovr. Do not grieve the Spirit.

mer impressions: she thiught how the’

Spirit often strove with her in her day of ;
health.  She was in bitterness Lecanseshe

had put all these feelings away, driving the
Spirnit from her heart, and barring the door !
$0 213 to hinder His return.

She would fain have Him back again;
shs would fain renew her impressions at

any cot; for death was before Lier, and the | thousandworlds.  Mercy isin them,

Do uot follow vanity and lies. Do not
stidle convictions; they may uever return.
« Seak the Lord while Ho may be fonnd.”
He is not far off; e is not unwilling to be
found; He is mereifu! and gracious Yes
—* God is love."—ZFerald of Jerey.

Soul opportunitics are worth more than a
cesnd

Brospect of the judgment-seat wasdreadful. ; £1ory are in them, heaven rud clerity are in

ut she found that it was casier to put

them.
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A sea captain relates that onee upon his
homeward voyage, off the Pacific coast, one
of these terrific gales came suddealy upon
his nobleshlp. So fiercely it swept over the
oceau'that no waves were rajsed, but the
spray was liftedin the form of dense fog for
a few feet above the surfuice.  Nothing could
be dove forthe vessel bat to drop auchor, furl
the sails, and wait with « hare poles™ till the
fury of the blast was spent. 1 the anchor
held and the timbers did not part, all was well,
though the burk trembled Jike an auntumnal
feaf in the wind.

And thus itis often with the believer upon
the sex of life.  So”suddenly comes the over-
whelming storm, and so dark the mist that
wraps the scene, the only work to be done is
takiug in sail and making firm the anchor—
‘Uhen on the wildly-curtained sky faith fixes
ber eye, aud whispers to the helplessmariner,
“ Wait, Isay, upon the Lord.”

What moments are thesein the experience,
when the spirit trembles in the havds of God,
who has put out all light but himself, and
shut it up to the anchor of hope, when the
ca};{elitsell‘ seems ready to snap in the fearful
trial !

OBEY YOUR CAPTAIN.

“ What is my great duty?  asked an in-
geuuous youth when volunteering for the de-
fence of his country’s flag.  “ Obey your cap-
tain,” said his anxious mother.  This was the
trae answer. ‘The first, second, and third
duty of asoldier is obedience—prompt, un-
hesitating, universal ohedience.  However
difficult the duty, however perilous soever the
undertakiiny, the soldier must obey his captain
when the command is given, Without obe-
dience,courage, endurance, military knowledge
and skill are Tittle woith; with it, the feebleat
soldier may become a lhero.  Soldier, you
have a higher Captan. 1o you obey Jesus,
the Captain of your salvation 2  He requires
prompt, wnhesitating, nviversal obedience.—
* My som, give me thy heart,” is his command
to you. llave you yiclded obedience 2 If
yot hitherte, brother, yield it now; and what-
ever shall befuall you in this earthly campaigue,
hie will bring you off more than a conqueror
in theend. ~ Soldier, obey your captain.

-

Cold prayers are asarrows without heads,
asswords without edges, as birds without
wiags; they pierce not, they cut not, they iy
not up to heaven. Cold prayers alw-y»
frecze belore thoy rench heaven,

THE GOOD NEWS.

Sabbath School Lessons.

e G

November 27th, 1864.

WOES AGAINST THE SCRIBES -
AND PHARISEES,

Read Matthew xxiii. 13-39.

This most eloquent, most appalling, and
most terrible of all discourses ever delivered
to mortals, was prosounced in the temple in
the presence of multitudes. Never was there
more faithful dealing, more terrible reproof,
more profound knowledge of the working of
hypocrisy, or more skill in detecting the con-
cealment of sin. ’

“Devour widows' houses,” ver. 14. The
word kouses is here used to denote property
or possessions of any kind. Long prayers,
ver. 14. These prayers are said to have been.
often three hours in length. Ye pay tithe. A
tenth part. ‘The law required the Jews to
devote atenth partof all their property to
the support of the Levitess Num. xviii.
20-24. Strain at a gnat. Thisis a proverb,
and a misprint.  Itshould be “straia out a
guat.”

In the description of the Scribes and Pha-
risees in this chapter, we bave a full length
portrait of the hypocrite.

(1). They shut up the kingdom of heaven
agaiust others. Theymade great pretensions
to koowledge, but they neitSer entered iw
themselves, nor suffered others, ver. 13.

{2). They committed the grossest iniquity
under o cloek of religion. They cheated
widows out of their property, and made long
prayers to hide their villany, ver. 14.

(3). They showed great z¢al in making
proselytes; yet did it only for gain, and made
them more wicked, ver. 15.

(4). They taught talse doctrine—artfal
contrivances fo destroy the force of oaths
and shut out the Creator from their view.

- (3). They were superstitious, ver. 23, Small
matters they were exact in; matters of real
importance they cared little about.

(6). They were openly bypocritical. They
took great pains to appear well, while they
themselves knew that it was all deceit and
falsehood, ver. 25-28

| (7). They professed grest veneration for
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the tertory of the pious dead, while at the
samy time they were cotscious that they
really approved the conduit of those wht
killed them, ver. 29-31.

Observe—(1). Jesus piti¢s dying sinners,
ver. 37. He seeks their salvation. He
pleads with them to be saved. He would
gather them to Him if they would come.

{2). The reason why the wicked are not
saved 38 in their obstinacy. They choose not
to be saved, and they die. If they will not
come to Christ, it is right that they should die.

{8), The siuner shall be destroyed, ver. 38.
The day will come when tire mercy of God
will be clean gone for ever, and the forbear-
ance of God exhausted; and then the sinuer
must perish.

S,
December 4th, 1564

SAUL ACKNOWLEDGED KING.
1 Sam. xi. 1-15.

Ver. 1-3. The Ammonites were ancient
enemies of Israel, and were thercfore not
allowed to enter the congregation till the
tenth geueration, Dent. xxiii. 3, 4.  Some
tine before this, they were utterly defeated
by Jephthah, Judg. 10 and 11. Their epmity
coutinueddown to the return from the capti-
vity, Neb. iv. 1-12.  Nabash was their king.
I'heir country luy east of the Jordun. Jabesh-
gilead belonged to the eastern division of the
tribe of Munusseh ; it had been sacked for
pot aidiag in the war against Benjamin, Judg.
xxi. 8-12; and was now to be saved by a
king of that tribe. Nabash had been fight-
ing with Israel before this, 1 Sam. xii. 12;
now only does he scem to have been Jikely to
conquer. See the consequences of Sin; had
they been faithful to God, e would have
protected them from war, Deat. xxxii. 29-31.
MHow foolish pride is; Nahash thought he
was certain of victory.  “ Let not him that
girdeth on his harness boast as he that put-
teth it off” Never vaunt your doings till
youare successful, nor then cither. ~ How
cruelly the heathen carried on war, “4A
righteous man regardeth the life of his beast,
but §1’x’e Ptcudcr n}(corcic% hor the wicked are
crael,” Prov. xii. 10. e gospel bas great]
lesseucd the horrors of wzu{; nllgfxdy, ag(lie:.'iﬁ
one day put an end to it. “They shall beat
their swords iuto plougbshares,” Tsa. ii. 4.

Ver. 4-6. Gibeah was Saul’s residence.—
The messeogersnaturally souglit bim, because
ke had jost been proclaimed king, 1 Sam. x.

)
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24, 'The pedple would Have heen better em-
ployed sharpening their swords than weeping;
yet their distress made them more willing to
colist ip ‘Saul's army. Some will pity those
they willnot aid, Jas. ii. 15, 16; thesedid both
When the Spirit of God blesses any one, he
receives help according to what is needful at
the time (ver. 6) ; “the manifistation of the
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal,”
1 Cor, xii. 7. Saul was moved to courage
and enterprise ; he was angry and sinned not ;
it would have been sinful to hear such o
cruel message without deep indignation.—
TFew aretoo seldom aogry ; many are angry
without & caus?, and therefore in danger of
the judgment, Matt. v. 22.

Ver. 7-11. Suul acted wisely : he joined
Samuel’s name with his own for the sake of
haviog greater weight ; many might listen to
Samuel that despised Saul.  Why does he
}mt his own name first 2 He acted vigorons-
y : there wasno time for delay; the warning'
he sent could be understood by all.  Imagine
the sensation in the country ag the messengers
with the divided parts, und the news of the
daoger of Jabesh, posted through the land;
and towns. villages and hamlets poured forth
their men to battie.  * ‘The fear of the Lord
fell on them.” ''bis means, that the people
regpected God's message from Saul.  How
sad that more important news, words of sal-
vation, should be so little regarded by men !
If the fear of God is on you, you will listen
to His voice whenever you hear it; the lfear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, Prov.
i.7. “Though Saul had such a large army, he
did not neglect proper means of sccuring the
victory: he comes by surprise ou the Ammon-
ites. (The moming watch was from about
four o'clock of the morning.) He divides
his forces to attack them on three sides—
Neither of these meaus would have succeed-
ed, unless God bad been with him. ‘lhe
battle is not to the strong, Jccles. ix. 11.

Ver. 12-15. See the peeples flattery:
they crowded round him, uow that he was
prosperons.  “Many will entreat the favoar
of the prince, and every maun is a friend to
him that giveth gifig” Prov. xix, 6. They
would have shown more zeal had they come
to him before.  “ Wealth makes many frieads,
but the poor is separated from his neighbour.”
Notice Saul's magnanimity: he forgives his
enemies, resists the advice of rash friends,
and ascribes bis suceess to God, and not to
his own valour. 1lappy would it have been
for him hod he always cherisied ihis spirit
Learn to doubt advice. which is too pleasin
{oyour passions. “ A man that flatteret!
his neighbonr, spreadeth a net for bis feet.™—
Never forget to acknowledge God as the
giver of every mercy, temporal, Peal. cviic
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36, 37; and spiritual, 2 Cor. v. 18; Eph. i 3.
Saul had been chosen king before, but now
the people spontaneously gave in their adhe-
sion to him.  The reign began well: success
inbattle; God owned by offerings; the people
all loyal. Nothing but rebellion against God
could spoil such prospects. On what is your
prosperity resting 2 Nothing can secure if,
but fidelity to God, 2 Chron. xx. 20; Psul.
xxxiii. 18-21-—Ldin. 8. 8. Lessons,

O e

December 11¢h, 1864,

TIHE WIDOW'S MITE,
Mark xii. 41—

“In the second court of the temple, the
court of the women, were fixed thirfeon chests
with inscriptions divecting to what use- the
offerings in each were allotted.  Into one of
these the widow cast her two mites.” Lhis
court was hence called occasionally “the
Sreasury;” John vili. 20.

Poor widew. 1uthis as in other places of
the Bibl: we must remember the exceedingly
depresse ! and dependent condition of a poor
man’s widow in the countries where the Lord
was. 'The espiessiou is almost proverbial for
one very badly off, ard most ualikely {0 con-
tribute anything to a charitable purpose.
o1 mite was the sialiest coin in use among
the Jews in our Savisur’s time, It was equal
to abont three-cighths of a futhing of our
monay. *Hath cast in smore” * More™ does
not of course mean a larger sum in reality,
but more in God's sight—a gift which Ged
values more than one of far more value in
man's eyes. “They have of their abuadance.”
They gave out of a large and abandant storo,
and hardly felt what they gave, becanse much
wag left bebind.  “She of her penury.” She
gave out ¢f a store so small, that after giving,
nothing seemed to be left.  “.4M ker living
That is the whole amonnt of Ler daily income.
A person so poor as the widow would neces-
sarily live from hand to mouth.

Learn—(1.) T'o beware of lightly using the
expression “giving our wite,” in veference to
diving money to religious or charitable
causes. If people would “give their mite™
really and literally, as the widow gave hers,
meny would have to give far more mouey
then they ever give now, Hex “mite” meant

THE GOOD NEWS.

gomething that she gave with inmenge self~
denial, and' at great sacrifice. Most men's
mite now-a-duys means-something that is not
felt, not missed, and' mpkes no difference ta.
their comfort.

(2)) How keenly the Loed Jesus Christ”
observes the things that are done upon earth.
The eyes of the Lord are iu every place.
Nothjng is too little to escape His observa-
tion.

{3.) Tiet a poor believer, who cag,only give
a small thing, take comfort in the truth that
the acts of a poor beliaver have ag much dig-
nity about them as the acts of a prinee.

(4.Y Let it be e settled principle with us to
watch against stinginess; ond whatever elsq
we do with onr money, to give regularly aud
habitually to the cause of God.

AR S,

THE, BIBLE IN SWITZERLAND.,

Tn a Swiss family there was alitile girl not
quite cight years old. Iivery Sunday, at
b.eakfast the parents gave to each child a
small louf ofthe iinest aud best sort of bread
to eat.  She always enjoyed her loaf, as
much as the rest.  But she heard at the Sun-
day School that, by bringing to ler teacher
every Sunday o few piaces of money, each
child might, at the end of u few weeks, have
a Bible of her own,—qaite her own und to
keep for herself. At once she made up her
mini to ask her parents vot to give ber the
best loaf at breskiast, but to allow her
to eat the common bread, and give the
d fference between, the prices of the two.
loaves to her. ‘I'o this. her parents agreed,
thoagh not without expressing surprise; and
the little girl, during nearly four months’ went
without the best bread ju qrder to obtain &,
Bible of her own.

Muny of the little Swiss children not only
desire to have the Bible, but they love its
traths. A little teact, written and printed for
the young, was distributed among them as
Christmas.  Deneath the title a space was
left in which to,insert the name of each child,
and over this there was printed these words,
«The Lord bless thee and keep thee” No
sooner bad one of the- little ones received her
copy,and read the words, than she ran to her
teacher, amd cried, * O; Miss, look, look! it ig
for me—yes, it is for me that_tje words have
been placed: here—The Liord bless thee” E
shall be blessed! Oh, blessed! What.
happiness!” It wasu word of the blesseq
volume, which at that moment fell on the
heart of the little Swiss child asa drop of dew

| from heavep.~~Sabbatkh School Messenxer.
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that we have been able to prepay so small a number, so that we hope many zealous
Christians in the country will use their influence to get up lists of that amount.
Parcels above six in number will be sent (postage prepaid) at the-same rate.

« Evangelizers” have been gratuitously distributed through agents and friends
in the destitite places of this country, ever since Tur, EvanceLizer commenced to
be published, nearly six years ago.

The amount thus distributed -up to 15th September, ¥864, has

reached the value of - - - - - - <« - < 1 - 4 . - . 84308 44
To aid in which donations have been received from Christians
of different denominations to the valueof - -~ - - - - . - $1,593 21

This gratuitous cireulation is coutinued, donations for which are respectfully
am earnestly solieited.

THE MONTHLY MESSENGER

Isa small monthly periodical of four pages, adapted for loca) cireulation in towss
and country distriets. It & suitable for tract societies as a substitute for tracts,
The local zame of the town in which they wre distributed is printed when gesired,

Pareels of 120 are sent mopthly, post fiee, at seven doliars per annum..

THE JOURNAL OF TERMPERANCE

Is a monthly periodical, confined chiefly to Temperance literature, ab 50 CTents
per annnm,

Tt is not the organ of Temperance organizations, but is intended to supply
Temperance mea widh suitable veading for strongthening their convistions, and
enabling them to advance the cause,

It is well adapted for mivisters and others 2s a repository of facts and illustra-
tions that will assist them in addresses on the subject of Temperauce.

It is also adapted for civenlation among those who are not so deeply interested
n the Temperance cause as to conneet themselves with any Tempetanco organjza-
ion, but wlio may be interested in Temperance literature,

Those who.read this cireular are respectfully requested to aid us if they can.

They can aid us by subseribing for'one or other of the periodicals.
"They ean aid us by getting their frieuds and neighbours to subscribe,
They can aid us by their donations toward the gratuitous circulation,
They can aid us by their prayers,

Reader,— Will you do it 2

All communications must bo addressed, prepaid, to

BEY. ROBERT KENWNEDY,
leﬂtt,‘ C~w~



w,

Donations.

The following donations have been received
t‘rom 15th October, 1864, to 15th November, 1864,

THE GOOD NLws

To Subsdtibers.

——tn

Travelling Agents in conuection with

hich we render our best thavks in the name ! this Office are provided with printed receipts,

df the Lord:—

Amount acknowledged Ias?. No., -« ~ 13,23

. B, Fonthill, - - D K
$14,23

Douations received previous 1o Oct. 16th,
1564, and formerly ackuowledged, $1€07,71
$1621,94
s ()
GraT1TOCS CIrCULATION,— We have

given away gratuitously, from 15th Oct,
%0 15th Nov.—

1900 Evangelizers,

- . . e .

38,00

Amount given away from the commence-
ment of the \sork up to 15th Oct,
1864, B4

54353,44

a

-

TO SUBSCRIBERS.
Subscribers to our pubhc'mons will great-

1y oblige us by remitting their subscriptions |

without waiting for any "of our agents com-
Snground. And when they remit their own,
let them remit as many new subscriptions
as they can procure.

Weexpeet always to have a few good
agents travelling in the country, but we
cannot afford to send agents every year into
the same district,

THE “EVANGELIZERX

Bya recent arrangement of the Post-Office
department we can send a quarter of a
pound weight of the # Evangelizer” for one
cent postage. This isan improved arrange-
ment on those that have existed since pos-
tage was imposed.

We can now send, prepaid, six or seven
papersin one parcel to one addrz.sc and as
this is a «convenient number of subcmbcrs
to get in one locality, we will feel obliged
by the friends of the cause doing what they

can to get that number among their neigh- ot

bours,

THE GLAD TIDINGS

1s & Mounthlyrcligiousperiodical,

3 s
ina.

to give to Subscribers to ¢ Evangelizer)”
« Glad Tidings,” “Good News,” and the
«Journal of Temperance.” Subscribers
will carefully keep their receipts, and if
their paper does not reach them as expected,
they will please send on the receipt to this
Office, Prescott, and the matter will be
attended to.

AGENTS FOR OUR PERIODICALS.

The following parties will receive sub-
seriptions to any of our Periodicals on our
account. They have also a supply of the
Books we publish, for sale:—

vessstesercantecsrne . D. Ward.

cestrnsass Alberr.'.Lebke)z
Robert Kennedy and Jaues Conn.
-Robert Young.
mes Bitzgerald.
R. Phippens.

Almonte, ceoaes

Appetony ceceeas

~ASHIONy oo

Arpprior.

{ Builtiebo!
Ba

. Brantfo! C. Passmuore.
Bennic’s (,omcrs,..... . J. McCarter.

1 Brooklinceeeecosesssssnenss Alex, thchcn-
Brovmsville - B. M. Bro

WO WL B “151

.,ann'n"ton oo
William ;\ﬁcl’lml.

Cannington, C.We,
Claremont....
Cavrleton Placo,

Al
..... 1. McPhail.

Cartwright...... .

COPLtOWN- euassranesnes <A, J. Camphell
,dmonton.() wgraeeen veeeSumuel Sunell,
33COLE, cevnsearnsenenes Sanl, &, 1 orum. ‘Teacher.
PRI R seteeoossstonstoscnnasiracssanes “Thos. Reid.
xannnoqnc,...... A. Waldie and S. HcCammon.
Garafraxa, C. W ...Jokn Dickson
Gloucester, Thoxmi Duncan.
Greenbank

[ngersoll eese

\n'k\\nlli 5 JERTN \\ m Hc\\llxlll?n.
Kipping P.0... veanes . Mellis.
r'lm:los\'nc,..... I) C. Reid
LanatKyseosee A-G. Hall

Rubert Scotl.
..J¢hn Gillean.
1. 1l. Currier.
Mores Gawblo.

Londoen, C.W...
Long 1slnnd Lock 3

Manillity eevrecanenae .. A. Gordon.
Middlevilley coseeceanoss coe . James Stewart.
McDomld’s COrnerSy ssvesees . . McLean.
Newbureh, ceeeentecesiacanenes . Jas. Wightian.

N OICASHIO N onsvresessves s omen e ee AndrOw Jnnter.
Newtonville,. . Jamcs Lockhart.

tionalin characterand devoted exclusivelyto the
advancement of the kingdom ofGod in the world.
1tis published on the 1st of every Month at 50
ceats per Annum.

tawa
Perth,.
Picton, h
Port topo. « LlRs T, ],nnl\xcllcr.
Portage d\\ fortyeeess W. 3. Mclaren,
Prince Albert. T crinan
ucbee.. ... Rev. D.)hmh, beIc Society’s Depot®
Gcor;:o Brown.
. McCielland.
ceview, and J. Washburn.
. Mr. Hugh Wad dcll.
W. Weshroon, at 1’arson Bros.
cessarsde reecnssss NI, Malone.
ceseesesrascsrsanse Yrotse seecsde VOI wh.

N



