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A Story of Methodism.
By W. H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.8.C.
Cloth, [llustrated, - 75e.

The Editor of the Baxxer needs no in*roduction to
its readers. We look for a wide sale of this captivating
story from his graceful pen. Into every one of our Sun-
day-school libraries it should go and into the homesas well,

A Victory Won.

BY
ANNIER S. SWAN.

Cloth, Ilustrated, - = = 8125,

This is, in respect of illustrations and binding,
perhaps the landsomest volume yet ssued in our Cana-
dian Copy right Edit on of Miss Swan'sstories. The orders
already received ensure a large sale, and we hope our
schools will soon bave it in their libraries.
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By Mrs, Catharine Parr Traill

With Portrait and Illustrations by
A. Dickson Patterson, R.C.A.

CLOTH, - £1.00.

LADY of Norfo k, England, herselt a e ntributor
to kindergarten li:erature, wiites of \he book :
“What I have seen of it is simply delightful,

but unless I read it to myself U'm afraid my

knowledge of it wil be confined to * Tat and
Tit' —for 1 rushly rcad that first, and as soon as it is
doi e I am ordeied to read it azain. I have read it four
times alrcady, and though I hunbly suggested that
 More about Tat and Tit” was really the tame story, 1
am not allowed to go on with n, but * Plesse, mother,
read the old **Tat and Tit” again.' Will you tell Mrs.
Traill that a little girl and her mother on this »ide ‘the
herring pond’ are very gratcful to her dream on the
Island of Minnewawa, as well as to the «ditor who
helped her to act upon the dream, We think the cover
exceedingly pretty.
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Easter, oversight of the various departments of the
work.  The new dictionary will seck to cover
the whole range of Bible knowledge, including
biblical theolo, y ; and as the articles have been
—_ entrusted in all cases to men, both in Europe
. o & and America, who have made special study of
]"1',::3 i;:'f: O:: ‘l]‘:)';[l‘k::’b ﬁ:"t" Tstone the subject in question, it may be expecyled
Awake, dead l);ea.rt lik:: I‘niarus 2 with some confidence that it will supply the
£ Come from your ,winl.ry‘tomb b need which has been so long and so widely
The robins pipe about the fields, elt. : 1
The spring is all abloom, Among the writers of Old and New
Testament articles are Professor Sanday, of
Oxford, *¢ Jesus Christ ;” Professor Bruce,
‘“ Hebrews ; » Professor A, B, Davidson, of
Edinburgh, ‘“ Hosea, Jeremiah, ]’ruphecy and
With dew of tears are we }l;ropheu fo{";}}e Old. '{‘;shmﬁnt ;};‘ Pre:it:’ent
' i it arper, of Chicago, ‘‘ Minor rophets ; ro-
Al;_,d. !pgr::g Wh'l.e l"l"’ sparrow trilis feno’; McCurdy, of Toronto *¢ Semil;ea § Bishop
18 tinkling triolet, Westcott, of Jurham, “ Revised Version,”

- ; The theological articles will chiefly be writ.
lhe;“l’_‘l?i'; ":v‘ef)":'.“;;"“f“{y grave ten by Profuguar Adams Blrtown, of New York ;
-  —_—— Professor Agar Beet, of ichmond, ** Christ.
rh&.zr‘*i';"”' ]nlrs "".d"'ﬁ'ly ology ;" l‘ro%usor Driver, of Oxford, ‘* Law,
erowaolets glimmering blue, Priests and Levites in 014 Testament ; ' Pro.
And crow ‘s-foot shakes, and adder-tongue, fessor Warfield, of Princeton, ¢ aith,
Whene'er the winds come through. 4 e (-
, The geography of Palestine will be written
Then 1 h 1 of th 8 chiefly by Colonel Conder, Sir C. W, Wilson,
an"“" :1 at graveyarc |°. the heart Sir Charles Warren, Professor Hull, Dr, Bliss,
Th - _z"’ w er;)z‘u have ::'m; Dr. Selah Merrill, Dr, H, Clay Trumbull and
l‘; ec ]qil to t Ied “aster be 8 Professor G. A. Smith ; the history and geo-
& d"l'p . ke & golden rain : graphy of Assyria and Babylonia, by Professor
l’ll‘l o(.:'lln.eve_ry Srocus-cup Hommel, of Munich, Professor W Max Muller,
1 Uhrist is risen again, of Philadelphia, Dr, Sayce, of Oxford, Pro.
gt fessor Price, of Chicago, aad Mr., Pinches, of
;!m Britlslh Museum ; of Egypt, by Professo~
icti i linders Petrie ; and of Asja Minor, by Pro-
New chtlonary of the Bible. fessor Ramsay. The natural history will be
- contributed by Dr. Post, of Beirut,
MEssgs, T.&T. CLARK, of Edinburgh._hsve It is expected that the work will consist of
in smpmtlon-new *Dictionary of the Bible,” | four volumes, imperial 8vo, of about nine
under the editorship of the Rey. JamEs Hasr. hundred pages each. The writers are now

BY Joskrn RUSSELL TAYLOR,

The snow of grief, the wind of sighs,
The hoar- frost of regret, —
They melt, till like the grass your cheeks
A ¢

INGS, M.A., editor of the Ezpository Times, ractically all engaged, and a large rt of the
who ig bei;lg assisted by specialists in the | first volurﬁe is ing;;gpe. -
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What the School Can Do for the
Home.

It can do very much. It can bring the home
into living contact with the great truths of
religion. Some of the homes, alas! whose
children come to the school, are Christless
homes, where the Bible is not read, where
prayer is not offered, where God’s holy day is
not observed. But even such homes prize the
Sunday-school. Even bad men wish \heir
children to be good. They recognize that no
means will so promote this end as the teaching
of the Word of God in the Sunday-school,
These teachings react upon the home. Very

often the singing of the bairn’s hymnus learned
in the school will awaken long dormant
emotions in the hearts of the parents, They
may themselves have wandered far from God
and goodness, but the hymns sung by their
children will quicken olden memories, which
often stir the fount of tears, and not unfre-
uently lead the parents to salvation. So is
?nlﬁlled again the words of the Scriptures,
““ A little child shall lead them.”

Bible and its teachings will oftun awaken a
responsive interest in the home. The dusi-
laden volume will be brought out. The great
family Bible, with its pictures of the life of
Jesus, will be vpened, and parents and chil-
dren alike will drink iustruction and inspira-
tion from its pages.

New ideals will be created. In humble
homes the children will be better dresecd to
go to school, Personal cleanliness and neatnees
will take the place of grime and dirt. The
aforetime frouzy mother and unkempt father
themselves will #hare this same moral con-
tagion. They will spruce up a bit, and will
be often led to the house of God. The luzy
lounging or idle pleasure-seeking on the Sab
bath will give place to more moral observance
of the day of rest.

The home shares the improvement of the
person. ‘L'he bright books and papers from the
school bring a gleam of gladness and light to
the dull homes and sombre lives. Often the
pictures are clipped from the papers and pasted
on the wall. They create a sense of heauty
before unknown. The visit of the teacher
to inquire about the welfare of Johnnie or
Mary will kindle in lonely hearts, pining
under a sense of neglect, if not of imagined
contempt, a fuelingl of brotherhood, and will
lead the poor to feel that the Church is their
friend and not their enemy, and that the
Christ of Nazareth, whose words it teaches
and whose example it practiees, is the true
Saviour of the workingman, and its holy
Sabbath and the ordinances of its house his
best heritage.

Even among the well-to-do households of our
land, the school, with its winter’s entertain-
ments and summer’s picnics, its Christmas féte
and flower Sundays, becomes a social rallying
ground, and leads to humanizing and Christian
izing infl and int hip

These are not far-fetched nor imaginary
benefite. We saw a vital illustration of these
at the great Sunday-school convention at St.
Louis, Mo., three years ago. The Sunday-
schools of the city marched in their thoueands
through the streets. (Great triumphal arches
and platforms were erected. Like a conquer-
ing army, with banners and mu~{z and flowers
trooped the children - those too small to walk
rode in vans and carriages. The schools of the
poorest of the people, and of the coloured
children, whose parents were born slaves,
were cheered to the echo, and many a rough,
hard hand furtively wiped a tear of sympathy
from the eye.

The whole city seemed stirred by common
joy. On two evenings the complete system
of street illumination and electric lights with
changing colours, created at a cost of a million
dollars for great civic holidays, flashed their
fires through miles of streets, and many special
devices were created for this special occasion.
The Sunday-school touched every home in the

Even if the home is nomlmlly Christian,
d i of the children in the

the quick

city. It was a demonstration of a new, strange
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power to enlist most loving sympathies, to
instruct in the wisest and best of lore, to
gledden the humblest home, to ble the
lowliest of lives,

*—
Book Notices.

Methodist Magazine and Review for March,
1896. Toronto: William Briggs.  Price,
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for 8ix months; single
number, 20 cents.

Of special and timely interest in this num-
ber are the illluzratedylrticle- on the ‘‘ Red
Cross Society and Its Work,” on ¢ Cuba,” and
on ‘“‘ Huxley,” with portrait, and on ** Recent
Science,” with engravings of Roentgen's Cath-
ode photos. Of wide interest .lso are the
splendidly illustrated articles on ““ Here and
There in the Home Land,” wizh a score of
illustrations, and * A Recent Visit to Spain,”
** McGregor's Removal,” by Douglas Hemmeon,
isa touching Nova Scotian story. Generous
instalments of “The Elder's Sin,” and ** The
Story of Irish Methodism " are also given,
Among other timely articles are a sketch and
portrait of the late Dr. Jeffers, Dr, Carman’s
vigorous article on Soui-Winning,” and
Chancellor Burwagh’s review of Salmond’s
great work on "Immorulity." ‘“The First
Fifty Years of Methodism,” by E. 8. Orr,
and ““ The Old-Time Sabbath in New England,”
by the Rev. J. S, Gilbert, A.M., will reveal
that marked improvement has taken place,
Rev. J. T. Pitcher, of Stanstead, Que., gives
an able paper on ““The Social Life in the
Chureh,” 'F;s departments of *The World’s
Progress,” * Current Thought,” « Popular
Science,” ¢ Book Reviews,” Religious and
Missionary Intelligence,” are of more than
ordinary ‘interest. This pular magazine
should "be in every Methodist household,
Bk numbers can be supplied.

By Kanzo
H’.' Revell

The Diary of a Japanese Convert,
CHIMURA. Toronto : Fleming

Co. Tokyo, Japan : Keiseisha, Idzamocho,

Kyobuhi{n. hi:hodht Book-Rooms : To.

ronto, Montreal and Halifax, Price $1.00,

This is a book of remarkable interest. The
experiences of this younﬁ heathen’s intro-
duction to Christiani is i ions of
Christendom at a r ligi ting in Japan,
where ““a tall man with a long beard shouted
and howled, and pretty women sang all for
nothing,” and his subsequent impressions in
New England College life are instructive, He
became a sincere convert, and visited America
for religious training.  He reached college
miserably clad, with only $7 in hi pocket and
five volumes of Gibbon's * Rome ” ', his valiye,
He returned home with onl 75 cents after a
journey of 20,000 miles,

Y o P

is father, *the
owner of a twalfth part of an acre upon this

e s

——————
spacious globe,” and his beloved mother were
overjoyed at his return, His criticisms of mis-
sionary methods are incisive and instructive.

The Spirit-filled Life, By the Rev. Jouw.
MacNerr, B.A.I:yEungelm. Introduction
by Rev. Axprew Mugrgay. Toronto : Flem-
ing H. Revell Co, Methodist Book-Rooms :
Toronto, Montreal and Hulifax,  Price 75
cents,

The visit of the Rev. John MacNeil, the
Glasgow railway porter who became a world-
wide evangelist, to Canada will be long re-
membered. He has had a wonderful career in
Australia, and writes here of the privileges of
the sons of God. His book, he says, is for
those only who possess the title of .A., thas
is, Born l{gain from the King’s college. it ison
the privileges of Christians, not of unbelievers,
he discourses, Ho shows them the reatness
of the blessing which is employed in being

filled with the Spirit.
e e
Bible Study.

THE literary study of the Bible has assumed:
Proportions that are gratifying to two distinct
classes of people. Those who prize the Bible
a8 the Word of God take heart at the return.
of large numbers to its study, even though.
that study may begin in what they regard as
an inferior form ; while those who prize it as.
iterature as well as revelation, rejoice at seeing
it take rank above the great classics of ancient

re rep:
intended for Engli
Moulton, M. A. ( .D.
fessor of Literature in English
sity of Chicago,

(Penn,), Pro-

in the Univer-
he body of the work is occupied with the
classification of the sacred writlng
forms as Tyric, Epic, Prophetic, hilosophic,
and the sub-divisions of these, the distinctions-
of which are obscured by the mode in which
our Bibles are printed. Notable examples of
each are analyzed,

The price of the book is $2.00. The pub-
lishers D. C. Heath & Co., Boston, who
also publish Haskin’s « Abridgment of the
Bible,” and Cook’s **The Bible and English.
Prose Style,”

THE Lord is risen indeed,
He is here for your love, for your need—
Not in the grave nor the sky,

But here where men live and die;

And true the word that was said,

, ‘* Why seek ye the living among the d”nd i
—Qilder,
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BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
LUKE—CONTINUED.

A.D.30.]

LESSON I. THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.

[April 5.

GOLDEN TEXT. He is not here, but is risen. Luke 24, 6,

Authorized Version.
Luke 24. 112, [ Commit to memory verses (-5,
| Easter Lesson,

1 Now upon the first day of the week, very |

early in the morning, they eame unto the se pul-
eher, bringing the spices which they had prepared,
mul certuin others with them,

And they found the stone rolled away from
(hu sepulcher,

3 And they entered in, and found not the body |

of lhl Lord Je'sus.

And it came to pass, as they were much per-
plefed thereabout, behold, two men stood by
them in shining garments :

5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down
their fuces to the carth, they said unto them, Why

the living among the dead ¢

6 Heis not here, but is risen: remember how
he spake unto you when he was yet in Gal'i-lee,

7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered
into the hands of xinful men, and be erucified, and
the third day rise agnin.

8 And they remembered his words,

9 And returned from the sepuleher, and told all
these things unto the eleven, .uul to all the rest.

10 It was Ma'ry ) ‘ne, and Jo-an'na,
and Ma'ry the mu!lm‘ of James, and other women
that were with them, which told these things unto
the upostles,

11 And their words seemed to them as idle
tales, and they believed them not.

12 Then arose Pe'ter, and ran unto the rw|-\l|-
cher; and stooping down, he beheld the linen
clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wonder-
ing in himsclf at that which was come to puss.

TIME.—Sunday, April 9, A. D. 30. PLACE.
~The tomb of Joseph of Arinathea, in a garden
at Golgotha (Culvary), just outside the wall of Je-
rusalem.  PARALLEL PASSAGES.—Matt,
28, 1-15 ; Mark 16, 1-8; John 20, 1-18,

HOME READINGS.

The Resurrection of Christ. Luke 24, 1-12.
. Appearance to Mary. John 20, 11-18,
Testimony of witnesses. 1 Cor. 1-11,
. The pledge of future life. 1 Cor, 15, 12-22,
Jesus crueified.  John 19, 16-24,
Vain human efforts.  Matt, 27, 57-66.
( Easter) * 1le is risen.””  Matt, 28, 1-15,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 311, New Canadian Hymnal.

* Christ, the Lord, is risen to-day,”
Sons of men and angels say.

Revised Version,

1 But on the first day of the week, at eurly
dawn, they eame unto the tomb, bringing the
2 spices which they had prepared. And they
found the stone rolled away from the tomb,
3 And they entered in, and found not the body
4 of the Lord Je'sus.  And it came to pass, while
they were perplexed thereabout, behold, two
ing apparel : and as
they were affrighted, and bowed down the'r
faces to the eurth, they said unto them, Why
i seek ye the living among the dead ¢ Ile is not

& men stood by them in d

liere, but is risen: remember how he spake
7 unto you when he was yet in Gal'i-lee,
that the Son of man must be delivered up inte
the hands of sinful men, and be erucified, and
the third day rise again. And they remem-
9 bered his words, and returned from the tomb,
and told all these things to the eleven, and to
all the rest.  Now they were Ma'ry Mug-da-
le'ne, and Jo-an'na, und Ma'ry the mother of
James: and the other women with them told
these things unto the apostles. And these
words appeared in their sight as idle talk ; and
2 they disbelieved them, But Pe'ter arose, and
ran unto the tomb ; and stooping and looking
in, he sceth the linen cloths by themselves;
and he departed to his home, wondering at that
which was come to pass,

No. 309, New Canadian Hymnal,

Ring, ring the bells over ocean and shore,
Jesus, the Risen, shall suffer no more.

No. 308, New Canadian Hymnal,

Low in the grave He lay,
Jesus my Saviour,

| QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS,

| 1. The Sepulcher, v, 1-3,
| At what hour did the Jewish Sabbath end ?
When did this visit to the sepulcher occur?
Who were these women? (Compare Matt, 28. 1,
Mark 16. 13 and John 20, 1, with verse 10 ot this
lesson. Read also Luke 28. 55, 56.)
What proofs of love did they bring?
Who had been engaged in the preliminary werk
of embalming the body of Jesus? (John 16 39
| Mark 15, 460

Wi
o
Wi
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20, 3,
W
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28, 11-
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9. How



April 5.]

Did this ““sepulcher »
tomb ¢

What anxious question did they ask by the wuy ¢
(Mark 16, 38,)

How was the question answered ¢

Who had rolled away the stone?

What was missing from the toml ?
2. The Messengers, v. 4-5,

How were the women affeeted by their discoy ery 1

Who suddenly appeared to them ¢

How did the sight affect the women ?

What question did the visitors ask ¢

What did they say about Jesus? (Gonnky Texr.)

What kaying were they bidden to recall 2
3. The Disciples, v. 913,

To whom did the women tell their story ¢

What were the names of these women !

How did their story appear to the disciples ¢

What disciple went to prove the story ¢

What shows his eagerness ¢

What did Peter diseoy er?

Whoe went with Peter on this errand ¢
20, 3, 4.)

What is the importance of the statement of verse
12 concerning “ the linen clothes " (See Matt,
28, 11-15.)

Practical Teachings,
What is there in this lesson that teaches—
1. Love to Christ ?
2. Hope in the presence of death ?
3. Faith in the word of God 7

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 1.3,

1. When did the women first go to the sepul-
cher?  For what were the spices meant ¢

2. How had the stone been rc lled away ?

3. Why did not Mary enter with the rest 7
2. Verses 4.8,

4. What vision did the women sec {
the appearance of the angels

5 Why should they not seek Jesus there ?

6. Who first told of his resurrection? Why did
the angel mentior Gulilee ?
1uote Christ’s prosheey thut he would rise ¢

8. Had they at fist understood this saying ?

3. Verses 9.12,
9. How far was the sepulcher distant from the city ¢

ditfer from any ordinary

(Matt. 28, 2,)

(John

What wus

BY 4,
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Why did the angel i

205

————— =
10. Give the names of the womien hiere
tioned. To what compuny did they belong ?
11, How did the disciples receive their

12, What caused Pet

men-

| story ¢

] "torun so eagerly ¢ Jgd
any special message been sent to hime Wiy«

| Did lio find any proof that the body had not been

] stolen?  Did he quickly believe ¢

J

Teachings of the Lesson,
It is right for us to honor the bodies of our degd,

Fear of dreaded diffieultios is often groundless

Sinee Jesus rose every Christian’s grave has an
If we know of the risen
Christ we ought to run and tell others of him, [l

isable to suve us from death beeause he himself

conquered  death, these
women was the

world’s history,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLA
On what day did
day,
What had he told the disciples ¢
should rise the third day.
When did some women 2o to his tombh ¢
What did they bring with them?}
Why did they do this? Teo show their love,
What did they see us they came neur ¢
Why had a storie been yolled before the door
(Matt. 27, g2-6¢
Why were the women troubled ¢
How had the tombh been opened ! (Mart, os, 1-4,)
What was the tomb like ¢
Whom did they find there ?
What question did he ask ?
What news did he tell ?
What ought they to have remembered ¢
Jesus had told them.
What did the women hurry away to do¢
Who went to the tomb to see for himself'?
What

’;uu_n-l of hope in it,
,’
| The message borne by
|

most joyous ever utterc in the

Jesus die on the cross ! Frie

That he

. )

What

does the resurrection mean to us?

Nomething to Remember,
The light of eternal life shines out of the
Jesus spoke to Mury ;
| speaking to you ?

now to help us in all our litle

grave,
have you heard him

Jesus ives

| troubles,

LESSON OUTLINE.

« HURLBUT,

The Morning of the Resurrection,

L Tue Tiue,
L Upon the first day of the week, v. 1,
When the S8abbath was past.  Mark 16, 1.
In the Spirit on the Lord’s day. Rev. 1. 10,
2. Very early in the morning. v, 1,
As it began to dawn
When it was yet dark

Matt, 98, 1,
John 20, 1,

I Tuk Visirons,
1. They came unto the sepulcher, v, 1,
Jounna....and other women, v. 10,
Mary Magdalenc and the ther Mary, Matt. 28.1,
2. Bringing the spices. v, 1,
Prepared spices and ointments. Luke 23, 56,
| To anoint my body to the burying. Murk 14, 8,
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3. Found not the body. v. 8. 8. Leemember how he spake. v.
There was a great earthquake. Matt, 28, 2, The third day he shall be rnnul Matt, 17, 23,
Josus was risen early, Mark 16, 9. I will go before you. Matt. 26, 32
ML Tuk MesseNckgs, IV. Tug Discieres,
. Two men. .. .in shining garments. v. 4. 1. Seemed. .. .idle tales. v.11.
Two angels in white. John 20. 12, We were like them that dreamed, Psalm 126, 1.
Are they not....ministering spirits? Ileb. Upbraided them with their unbelief. Mark

1. 14, 16. 14,
2. He is not here, but ws risen. v. 6. 2. Then avose Peter, v. 12,
Become the first truits, 1 Cor, 1

A lively hope,...resurrection, 1 Peter 1. 8,

Went into the sepulcher,  John 20. 6, 7.
Other disciples. . . .saw.. .. believed. John 20. 8.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT R, DOHERTY.
General Statement.

We study this lesson to-day because this is Faster Sunday, and Easter, with the rest of Holy Week, is
&he one anniversary of the Church—the one date—which we certainly know to be correct. The Kas ers
«of Christendom have been celebrated for thirty-three centuries in a succession as unbroken as that of

Dominion Day through twenty-six years, only that Easter day is fixed by the lunar and not by the solar
year, as astronomers would say ; that is to say, it is dated by the full moons of the year, after the Hebrew
wncthod, rather than by the year's longest and shortest days, according to ancient and modern European
dushion. Our Lord wus crucified in that famous memorial week, the passover, which has been religiously
kept by the Jews from an age long before men had learned tu calculate time by the sun. It is this
“ lunar” method of ealculation which makes Easter Sunday come in some years so much earlier than in
others, Dr. Spence calls attention to five notable fucts connected with the resurreetion: 1. The holy
women are the principal actors in all the circumstances connected with the tomb, but their ussertions
were not believed by the disciples. 2. When Puul (1 Cor, 15) sums up the great appearunces of our
Lord as the basis of our faith he makes no reference to his appearance to Mary Magdalene or to the other
women. 3. No evangelist describes the resurrection, for no ecarthly being was present, though
Matthew announces some facts which may bave accompuanied the resurrection. 4. The risen Lord ap-
ipeared only to his own. 5. But he showed himself not only to solitary individuals, but to companies
(once to over five hundred brethren), at different hours of the duy, in different localities. Confining our-
selves now to our lesson, the order of the facts alluded to was probubly as follows: Mary Magdalene and
Mury the mother of James watched, with broken hearts, the buriul of our Lord’s body in Joseph's tomb,
late in the afternoon of the day of crucifixion ; this burial must have been hurried, for at nightfall the
SKabbuth began. They stayed at home during the twenty-four hours of the Sabbath—which, beginning
with what we call Friday evening, ended on Saturday evening. On that evening all the shops were
opened and business was resumed. These two sud women went to some shop and bought spices for the
“embalmment.” But we are not to think of any such prozess of embalming as was pursued either by the
ancient Egyptians in the making of mummies or by the modern *‘ undertaker” when he secks to pre-
vent decay for a few weeks or months, The Jews applied to the body powders and oils of sweet and
strong perfume, and sought, as we do with flowers, to hide with tokens of beauty the repulsiveness of
physical death. After this purchase came the hours of night; then, at carliest dawn—say about four
in the morning - they set out to muke their way to the sepulcher, which they reached when the sun had
visen (Mark 16, 2). 1t was what in our phraseology would be ealled the dawn of Sunday. One item
anore, It is always wise when studying this subjeet to keep in mind the ten or eleven appearances of our
Lord after his resurrection. So, at the risk of being chargeable with repetition, we insert the list here:
1. To Mary Magdalene (John 20, 11-17: Mark 16, 9. 2. To the women returning from the sepulcher
(Matt, 28, 9,10). 3. To Peter (Luke 24. 34; 1 Cor. 15. 5). 4. To the disciples on the way to Emmaus
{Luke 24, 18-25; referred to in Mark 16. 12, 13). 5. To ten disciples and others (Luke 24, 54-49; John
‘90, 19-28; Mark 16. 14). (These first five appearances were all on the day he arose 1rom the dead.)
6. To the eleven apostles: the incredulity of Thomas removed (Jehn 20, 26-29). 7. To apostles, five
of whom are named, near the Lake of Galilee (John 21, 1-24). &, To eleven apostles on a mountain in
Galilee, generally regarded as being identical with the appearance to five hundred brethren mentioned in
1 Cor. 15, 6 (Matt. 28, 16-20: Mark 16, 14-18). 9. To James, the Lord’s hrother (1 Cor. 15, 7). 10, Im-
ediately before the ascens’ n (Luke 24, 50, 51; Mark 16, 19, 20 Acts 1. 6-9).
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Verse 1. Upon the first day of the week,
Which was the day after the Jewish Subbath, and
was the same as our Sunduy, only that it was o
secular duy. It began, like all Jewish days, not
at midnight, ax with us, but at sundown on what
we would call the previous day, and lasted from
evening to evening. (Sce * General Statement.”)
Very carly in the morning. Literally, at deep
duwn. Let us conjecture that it was ubout four
o'clock, They came, The women mentioned
in Luke 23, 55and 24, 10, The sepulcher. The
rock-hewn tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, The
company consisted of at least five, The spices
which they had prepared. The bodies of the
Hebrews were not embalmed like those of the
Egyptians, but aromatic powders und fluid per-
fumes appear to have been used in laying ont
bodies of the dead for burial, Evidently thesc
women did not suppose that the Lord would risc

2. The stone. A door made circular like «
millstone, and rolled in a groove in front of the
doorway. This was, if it is fuir to take the meas-
urements of one or two such tombs familiar to
modern oriental travelers, about three or four feet
in height, and from two to three feet in breadth,
Rolled away. By whom? By an angel,  F.
the sake of whom? For the of the disei
whose duty it was to he to inspect the e
tomb; not for the sake of the Lord, who is repr
sented a8 rising in spite of * the stone, the wateh,
the scal.” The sepulcher. The site of our
Lord’s burial, like the site of his crucifixion, is not
certainly known, but we know that the tomb was
in a gurden close to Culvary, and that it was hewn
out of the rock,
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3. Entered in. Such sepulchers were divided |

into apartments, We may faney the women in the
outer apartment ; the angels, who will presently
speak to them, in the inner. ‘The Lord Jesus,
This is the first time in the
our Saviour is thus termed,

4. Much perplexed, “ Utterly at a loss.”
Two men. Angels ordinarily appeared as
young men in white clothing, and they are de-
scribed just as the women saw them. In shine
ing garments,
lightning. Matthew nnd Mark mention only one
angel, but that is not by any means a contradic-
tion of this report,

5. They were afraid.
of the body of their Master : alarmed, also, by mes-
sengers from the unseen world. Bowed down
their faces to the earth. They made a pro-
foundly humble salutation, as being in the pres-
ence of superiors, Why seek ye the living
among the dead ? Why seck
among graveclothes and in a sepulcher? Neither
in the grave nor in the dying institutions of Jewry
was Christ heneeforth to be found, The so-called
diserepancies betwoen the necounts of the gospels

New Testunient that |

Literally, flashing as  with ‘

Alarmed at the loss |

ye Eternal Life |
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are beautifully said by Dr. Lange to unite in the
first of Easter harmonies, but these harmonies are
not formed into a choral in unison, but into a four-
voiced and very agitated, but iy xpressibly beauti-
ful, fugue. (1) Men havea nobler destiny than the
dark sepulcher,

6. He is not here, According to Matt, 25,
they showed the empty niche in the sepulcher
where our Lord's body had liin. Remember
how he spake unto you. (See Matt, 17, 23
Luke 18, 83; John 11 ) They had not, how-
ever, forgotten what he said o much as failed to
understand it,  Until we spiritually grow up to
God’s words they are negleeted. When he was
yet in Galilee, Where lie lad spent 8o much
of his public career, These women were all Gali-
leans,

7. So many of our Lord’s teachings were in

wbles and in symbolic language that it is not
ge that even such words gs those of this

Ise were not understood in their literal meaning,
Sintul men probably stands here for itiles,
W ¥y the Jews were proverbially called sinners,

Gal, 2, 15,)

8. Remembered his words.

d read a new meaning into them,

ten God's interpreters,

9. Returned from the sepulcher, To the
city, probubly by a walk of fiftcen or twenty min-
utes across a little valley and through the city
gute. Unto the eleven, and to all the rest,
From the narrative in John it is proballe that the
Magdulene ran at onee to John and Peter to tel]
them that the stone had been rolled away, and
that she had not, therefore, seen the angels that
first appeared.  “The cleven " very naturally
held together now, In the death of their Saviour
the world had lost all joy and value for them.
Their association with the Galilean P'rophet had
cut off many of their earlier friends, and now
there was nothing left but to cling to cach other,

10. Mary Magdalene., We know very
little about this woman beyond the fact that,
(1) Her surname indieutes that she was a resident
of the town of Magdala; (2) that out of her Jesus
had cast seven demons ; (3) that she became one
of the most devoted followers ofourLord, Thetra
ditional belicf that she was that *
a sinner,”

alled them
Erents are

woman who was
who gave peculiarly pathetic evidence
of her love for ler Master, has been popular in
all uges; although there is little to substantiate
it.  An argument might be made from the fact that
in the ancient oriental world women of good char-
acter were not independent householders 3 but most
scholars reject the tradition, Joanna is in an-
other place (Luke 8, 3) identified as the wife of
Herod’s steward, Mary was the mother of James
the Less, and is supposed to have been a sister of
the mother of Jesus,

11. Xdle tales. Nonscnse, They believed
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them not. It is pleasant to recall this; if these
remarkuble stories had been straightway believed,
we might well doubt them,

2. Then arose Peter, “ Then ™ should he
*“but.”  John was with him (see John 20, 8-10),
but Peter as usual is the leading actor. Ile was
ready to believe, Ran. This shows the inten-

sity of the moment. John outran him. Stoope
ing down. To look through the open doorway.
Afterward he entered in (Jobn 20. 6), The
linen clothes. Tn which our Lord had been
wrapped, as we incuse our dead in a coftin, They
were not garments, but linen bandages. Wone
dering in himself, Astounded,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. First day of the week. Ou
Sunday. On that duy, the * Lord’s Day,” the
Saviour rose from the dead; on that duy he appeared
to his disciples while he remained on the earth; and
on that day the Christian Church was formally es-
tablished by the descent of the Ioly Ghost at Pen-
tecost.  Very early in the morning. All the
evangelists plucethe visit of the women in the gray
of the morning. At that time of the year, the ver
nal equinox, day would break about four o’elock,
hence the statement that the visit oceurred very
carly, They eame. The women referred to in
verse 55, previous chapter.  And they

2. Found the stone rolled away. It ix
surprising what an eye some commentators have for

difficultics !  Meyer, for instance, the “ prince of

exegetes,”” says this verse agrees as little with Mark
16, 4 as with the narrative of the rolling away of
the stone in Matt.

blance of n difficulty in the narrative.  Matthew suys

an angel rolled the stone away; Mark says that
when the women looked ut the door of the sepul-
cher they saw the stone had been rolled back ;
Luke says that they found the stone rolled away,
Where can any diserepancy be found in these sev-
erul statements ?

3. And they entered in. The stone heing
removed, they went into the tomb, naturally look-
ing for the body of their Lord. And found
not. No mortal eye had witnessed in the recesses of
the grave the return of the Lord Christ to his
body. All that could have been seen would have
been only a movement, and then—the Lord is risen !

4. Much perplexed. The rolling away of the
stone and the disappearance of the body dum-
founded them ; they were, in the expressive Greek
of Luke, “quite at a loss” what to think or what
todo. Twomen. Tlese were angels (verse 25),
but they are described according to their appear-
ance. In shining garments, Duzzling white,
About angelic appearances our thoughts linger, he-

cause we are ever yearning to know something of

the other world; and the problem which lies at the
base of all our thinking, and which we hope can be
solved, is 1 Given an appearance of an angel to de-
termine the nature and mode of life in heaven, But
we cannot conclude anything certain concerning
heaven from the appearance of angels, for the reason
that we have no means of knowing that the appear-
ance in which they are manifested is their constant,

There is not the sem- |

everyday ™ form, Mar
the angels looked like * o young man.”  He nuy
have been, measured by the years of ecarth, a mil-

there is eternal life,

5. Why seck ye the living among the
dead ? The words * the living,” should be ren
dered * him that liveth,” and way mean, he wio
lius life in himself, as probubly in Rev. 1. 18, but
although Olshausen in a note, and others, tuke this
view, there is nothing in the context or in the
subject to fully warrant the opinion.  According to

| the context, the idea, we think, is, Why seck ye him

who isnow aliveund is not dead ¢ The deud are in
tombs, not the living.

6. He ... isrisen. Ilad been for some little
time. The guard that had been terrified by the super-
natural occurrences at the tomb had not returned ;
they are probably at this time relating the marvelous
event to the Jewish leaders. Remember, The
angels had intimate knowledge of what Jesus had
suid to call the women to remember what he had
spoken concerning his resurrection. Either they
were with him always, unseen by him as by others,

| or else this knowledge was imparted to them for this

special visit of the holy women. The subject is
very suggestive.

8. They remembered his words, Whose ¢
The words of the Lord, spoken in Galilee. There is

| wothing psychologically improbable, as Meycr

thinks, in this sudden remembrance, at the prompt-
ing of the ungel, of the Lord’s teaching concerning
his resurrection. That discourse hud occurred
some time before, and sinee then there had nothing
happened to recall the idea of resurrection, Those
were days when the disciples lived years, They
had found, moreover, that much thought was some-
times necessary to understand clearly and certainly
the meaning of their divine Teacher ; and revelations
relating to his death and resurrection may have been
regarded as only fit to be considered in the far
future, and for thut reason may have been ignored
until the empty tomb and the prompting of the angel
recalled vividly the predictions of Jesus in Galilee.

9. Told . . . unto the eleven. St Luke
is ncquainted with the fate of Judas, The women
relate what they had seen and heard to the apostles
apd;to the diseiples associgted with them, the rest,

10, In this verse some of the women are named.

'8, however, that one of
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Probubly there were two companies, For Mury
Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James, see
Mutt. 27, 55; for Jounna, see Luke 8. 8. Also
for clear view.of the Marys in the gospels, see the
remarkable little book on the subjeet by Bishop 8,
M. Merrill,

Il. Their words . , ., jdle tales, Each
one had perhaps something slightly different from
unother, aceording to the thought uppermost in her
mind at the time and the impression made upon

lier. The apostles, anticipating the objections of

modern crities beeause of variations in the accounts
and because of the astounding fuet they all agreed
in, regarded the whole statement as silly talk, base-
€58 nonsense,

12. Then arose Peter. So Thoumus was not the
only apostle that demanded proof of what he had
heard concerning the resurrection of the Lord.
Peter felt thut something must have happened, and
what that was could only be aseertuined by personal
investigation. John, also, was of the same belief,
and he accompanied Peter (John 20, §). The linen
othes laid by themselves, (Sce also John
- 7.) What adisplay there was in this sepulcher
ofomnipotent power! There was no haste, no confu-
sion ; and He who rose in glory and in power over
death did not'throw off the garments of death and
hurriedly escape from probuble recapture, Ile
was Lord of all, and knew all that was being done;
and when the disciples looked into the place where
the Lord had lain they saw *“ the linen clothes lie,
and the napkin that was about his head not lying
with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a
place by itself.” Tlere is deliberation ; and that re-
gard for order which puts at rest forever cvery
skeptical theory that was ever invented,

Thoughts for Young People,
Lessons from the Resurrection.

Lo The resurrection stands Jor all that is super-
natural in Christianity, and if doubt be thrown
upon it the whole Gospel narrative is shaken.

2. The resurrection is the perfect fulfillment of

the Old Testament prophecy, and is itself the most
glorious of prophecies, 1t points to the enthrone-
ment of Jesus on high as omnipotent Judge, and
foretokens our own life afier death,
Be The resurrection proves the divinity of Jesus.
All his indignities and sufferings he submitted to
voluntarily. He “gave himself up” to the death
of the eross that he might break the bands of
death and take from the grave its sting,

4. The resurrection is the type of conversion.
Giving life to u dead soul is an act even greater
than restoring life to a dead body. But the divine
power that performs one prophesies the other, and
we have all seen the prophecy fulfilled,

8. The Lord’s Day was set Jor the commemoration
of his resurrection. Let us remember this cvery
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recurring Sabbath, for this is the central fact of ul)
history,

Orientalisms of the Lesson,
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

The doetrine of the resurrection: has literally no
counterpart in any of the religions of the Orient,
except among Moslems, who horrowed it fr. i the
corrupt churches.  The Koran teaches the doe-
trine, “ After we have become bones
shall we surely be raised
swer,

and dust,
a4 new ereature ! An-
Be ye stones or iron or some creature more
improbable in your opinions to be raised to life,
+ +« Who shull restore us to lif Aunswer, He
who ereated you the first time ran, chap. 17,

The striking contrast between the sentiment of
the heathen on the death of friends with those of
the Christians is abundantly illustrated in the iy-
seriptions on the tombs in the catacombs,
of the pagan readings are: “ Wo re ¢
our vows, misled by time, and death de ides our
cares ; anxious life is naught; " “ Here lies,
stroyed by fate, n who was my only reason for
living ;" “Of all their wealth, they possess
only “this tomb ;" “To 4 very sweet child whom
the angry gods gave to eternal sleep,”

Very different is the text on tombs, side by side
with these pagan tombs, of those w ho believed that
Christ was risen from the dead : “ Not lost, but

Some

de-~

gone before;” “He went to ( 3" S Thoy
livest in the glory of God and in the peace of
Christ our Lord: » “Refrain  from tears, my

sweet daughiters and husband, and believe it is for-
bidden to weep for one who lives in Christ; "
*“ Here rests my flesh 3 but, at the last day, through
Christ, T believe it will be raised from the dead ;
““The earth has the body, celestial realms the soul.”

Loving and tender care for the deud is not con-
fined to any nation. Even the Bedouin of the
desert places a rough stone at the head of the
grave, though there may be no inseription upon it,
The better class erect a stone with a few words
on it. Greeks and Romans burned their dead,
but tenderly collected the ashes or unburned hones
in vases, with charcoal ashes, Porter, in Giant
Cities, speaks of ancient cities containing numerous
excavations in rocks, in form of vaults, and rooms
with side shelves for the bodies of the dead, the
entrance being closed with a solid door cut from
the same rocks. Most of these chambers of the
dead about Jerusalem consist of a single room, or
vault. The closing by a great roller or niillstone,
according to Van Lennep, of which pictures are
seen, was not in use in Palestine at the period
when Jesus was baried, but a great stone door on
hinges, which rested in sockets cut out of the rock
of the cavern, Many of these doors as found now
have lost their hinges, broken by persons to rifle
the tombs. It was this kind of stone door which

D
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admitted of being **sealed,” a custom observed
both in Egypt and Pulestine. Seals stamped on
eluy, which had been used in this way, arc often
found in Egypt. It is not common now to use
seals for this purpose in Turkey since the custom
has obtained of burial in the earth,

It was prophesied of the Messiah that he should
fie ** with the rich” in his death, and the Seripture
explains how he was placed in a tomb owned by Jo-
scph of Avimathea,  Itis only the rich who can now
aftford atomb in Palestine, numerous as are the cav-
erns which might be utilized for that purpose. The
ommon usage is to lay the dead in the ground
and cover with earth, placing a gravestone over
the place ; sometimes in u coftin or box of burned

» with a lid.  The form of these simple monu-

its has varied eonsiderably in different periods,
It is the custom in most Mohammedan cemeteries
o cut a niche in the gravestone, in which a small
curthen saucer, with oil and wick, are placed and
lighted at night. In Armenia, as in Persia, the
gravestone is sometimes cut in the form of some

animal; over a shepherd the relief may be of a |

sheep, over a soldier a lion, or the instruments of
the man’s trade may be represented on a flat stone
only.

Ever since the captivity the Jews have esteemed
it a great good to be buried in or near Jerusalem,
beeause of the superstitious notion that persons in-
terred here, and they alone, were to reign with the
Messiah when he should come. The Greek Chris-
tiuns bury their dead in their churchyards, remov-
ing the remains after a time to make room for the
bodies of the newly dead, as the number of possi-
ble graves in a churchyard is necessarily limited,
(See Van Lennep's Bible Lands, pages 578-588 ;
Geikie's Holy Land and the Bible.)

Thespices which were brought to use in the care
of the body of Jesus were not to embalm it, That
process was fur more complicated, and intended to
preserve the body as nearly s possible as it was
at the time of deuth, the viscera and brain being
removed. The Hebrews employed aromatic spices,
but not caleulated to delay the processes of decay.
Jesus was wrapped in linen cloths, with a “ mix-
turc of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pound
weight, . . . as the manner of the Jews is to
bury * (Johin 19. 30, 40).

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Versss 1 and 2. On the resurrcetion morning
the disciples sat in their rooms and put their
heuds down between their knees, and saw nothing
but a future of impenctrable, horrible darkness,

twithstanding the difficulties, the women went
straight to the sepulcher, bearing their spices, con-
sidering the difficulties, expecting nothing fantas-
tie, in simplicity doing all that they could. The
apostle says that * faith works by love.” Love is

|
|
|

the highest philosophy. Love is the eyes of
fuith.  Be not faithless, and then you will not be
loveless nor blind. How many a thing which
might have issued in a grand success, if men had
had the courage to go a few steps forward, have
fuiled because they said: “‘The stone is very
great.” It must be so in our religious life, We
must go out to the sepulchoy, We must. go for-
ward as far us we can in the discharge of every
duty, and stop only when we ean go no further.
We must go toward Jesus.  Instead of laying our
aching heads against a hard, cold stone, we may
clasp our risen Lord, — Rev. Dr. Deems.

Verses 8-12. The death of Jesus Christ left his
disciples utterly disheartened. They abandoned
their faith in him as the expected Messiah. They
began to scatter, and some resumed their aban-
doned fishing oceupation, And yet in a quarter of
a century after his death his Church was winning
converts to his Messiahship, not only throughout
Palestine, but throughout the Roman empire.
The Christians of Rome had become, according to
Livg, “a very great multitude.” And in three
centuries after the resurrection Christianity had
become the dominant religion of the Roman
world. This victory of Christiunity was not due
to the beauty of its ethical precepts, which do not
differ materially from those by the best pagan
moralists ; nor to the death or even the character of
Christ, whose character was but little comprehended
even by his own half-converted followers, and
whose death was a stumbling-block to both Jew
and pagan. It was due to faith in his resurrec-
tion, Thus the Christian Church is a witness,
Another witness is the change of the Jewish rest
day from the seventh to the first day of the week.
Let anyone imagine the difficulty which would
be encountered in changing the Fourth of July to
the fifth of July. But this Sabbath change was
made quietly, almost unconsciously, simply because
the Christians could neither be joyful on the day
of Christ’s entombment, nor silent on the day of
his resurrection.—Lyman Abbott.

Christ triumphed not only over death, but over
misery, sin, sorrow, and despair. For, if there. be
a living God, nothing is too gnod to believe about
man nor to hope for in hix future. When we
turn to the Faster dawn, our thought of God be-
comes infinitely trustful and loving. Richter
writes that he once dreamed that he was lost in
the limitless universe when *“there came sailing
onward from the depth, through the galaxies of
stars, a dark globe along the sca of light; and a
human form as a child stood uponit. Atlast I rec-
ognized our earth before me, and on it the child Je-
sus, and he looked upon me with a light so bright
and gentle and loving that T awoke for love and
joy.” That awakening out of love and faith into
love and joy is the perpetual promise of the Easter
dawn,—The Outleok.
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Blackboard.
BY J, T. HARTNAGEL, E8Q.

CNQUERED
EATH

BY OKORGE W. PEASE, ESQ.

DEATH’S DEFEAT.
JESUS

EATH'S |
OMAIN

REAKS the
ONDS,

ISES to
EIGN.

THE FIRST FRUITS OF THEM
THAT SLEPT.

A GLORIOUS DAWN.

DARKNESS AND DEATH
DISAPPEAR.

JESUS

THE

LIGHT OF THE WORLD
RISEN FOREVER.

LOOK UP AND REJOICE.

"And their eyes were opened, and they knew
him."”

Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw from class date and place. (Sabbath had
ended with the close of the previous day.)....Ask
for the reading of texts referred to in our * Notes,”
recording ten appoarances of our Lord after the
resurrection.... Word-picture : * Thedeep dawn;
the garden ; the sealed sepuleher ; the soldiers ; the
disciples; the earthquake: the rising Saviour....
Consequent tranafer of the Sabbath from the day
we call Saturday to the day we call Sunday. ... The

order of events cannot be given positively. Show
the apparent discrepuncy of the Gospel narratives
Sclect your own from the various harmonics of
conunentators, and without dogmatism or discus-
sion proceed with the lesson on that basis....The
women ; read the accounts and give their namos.

.. Aspeets in which Christ is here presented :
(I) A beloved Saviour; (2) A crucified Saviour;
(8) A living Saviour; (4) A prophetic Saviour
How does the resurrection affect us: (1) Our ¢
(2) Our faith ; (3) Our hope; (4) Our personal life?
Il[mlmlur Notes : 1. The tomb. A sealed sepul
dul in the garden ; the world to-day if Jesus had
remained where Joseph placed him. 2. Zhe visit.
The traits of these women; the origin of Sunday.
8. The door. Expeeted it to be shut ; found it open ;
a type of death which has “lost its sting;" re
count how that door came to be open. 4. The mes-
sage. Secaspeets of Christ as given above, 5. The
report.  How it was received ; attitude of disciples
a proof of reality of resurrection. 6. Eramples in
this lesson : (@) Of love; (b) Of fidelity ; (¢) Of cour-
age; (d) Of faith,

Before the Class,

Our objeet in teaching to-day’s lesson is (a) to
cause the class to realize this portion of the resur-
rection story ; (4) to deepen their faith in the his-
torical reality of the resurrection; (¢) to lift their
eyes to a risen Christ,

Why did the Lesson Committee skip over
cleven chapters of Luke's gospel to give us this
resurrection lesson to-day?  Yes; but what
makes to-day Easster Sunday? Who made the
rule by which to-day happens to be Easter? Sec
General Statement, page 206 ; it is part of the old
Hebrew lunar calendar, made use of by Moses, Eas-
ter is simply the Sunday afterthe passover Sabbath.

Let us go back to that dreadful Friday after-
noon. After the soldiers had proved that Jesus
was deud, Joseph of Arimathea hurried into the
city to get a permit from Pilate to bury the body.
He returned just in time to take down the body,
wrap it in a linen cloth, and lay it in his new
tomb. Why did they stop work at sundown?
What o dreary, desolate Sabbath it must have
been for the disciples and the women! So Jesus
was not the Messiah, for all his wonderful words
and deeds. No use now for Salome to wonder
who would get those chief places ; there was to be
no kingdom at all.  What did those two men say
on the way to Emmaus? Iow strange that they
did not themsclves reeall his own predictions !

But deeper fur than their disappointment was
their love. If they could not have him with them,
still, these women thought, they could go and
weep—where? Yes, and there was something to
do. They must finish the interrupted preparation
of his body—if only they could get that big stone
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rolled away. 8o, just at daybreak, after the long,
long Sabbath was over, they start with their spices
for the tomb, Who were these women? What
prompted Mary Magdalene to be the leader of the
party ¢

But see! the stone is rolled away. Something
strange has been luppening; hurry! Alas, the
tomb is empty ! Was it not enough to torture his
lite away, but they must come and disturb his
poor body ! And yet—and yet—he vaised Laza-
rusi could it be possiblet No wor ‘ur it suys
they were perplexed, with such alternate hopes
and fears, and nobody to explain the mystery.

Suddenly, in answer to their questions, the
angels appeared. What did the angels say ? It
seems for too good to be true. No disappoint-
ment, no «.aster, no confidence misplaced ; Jesus
dead and gone, but yet alive somewhere, and their
true friend still!  This, then, must have been what
he meant ; they begin to remember one und another
of his sayings. So his death, it scems, was only
part of his plan.  And we may still hope to see
him.  And there is to be a kingdom of heaven in
spite of Pilate and the Jews. IHosanna! Let us
go and tell the disciples,

Our lesson passage gives us only a small part of
the events of that wonderful morning, and does
not allude to the vision of Jesus himself. Did the

disciples believe! Noj they thought the women
were talking foolishly. Who ran to see fur him-
self'?  What did he see ?

Suppose you had been one of those disciples,
would you have believed? Why should the
women lic? What had the disciples to strengthen
belief? Suppose their unbelief had proved true,
would it have been any worse for them then than
for us now? What did a risen Christ mean to
them? What is there for us to do as disciples of
a risen Saviour !

i’ IONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.

The Saviour's tomb,

Morning red.

Now all the bells are ringing.

Easter Hym: .

God hath ot his angels,
No. 2.

Jesus lives,

Sing with all the sons of glory.

Christ, the Lord, is risen.

‘I'he day of resurrection.

The angels’ ste

References.
Freeman's Haxosook. Ver, 2: The door of the

sepulcher, 734, Ver. 4: White garments, 472.
Ver. 7: Mode of reckoning time, 868,
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A.D.20.] LESSON II. PARABLE OF THE GREAT SUPPER.

[April 12.

GOLDEN TEXT. Comej for all things are now ready. Luke 14, 17.

Authorized Versioi.
Luke 14. 15-24.  [Commit to memory verses
21-28.]
[Read Luke 14.]

15 And when one of them that sat at meat with
him heard these things, he said unto hini, Blessed
is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.

16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made
a greut supper, and bade many :

17 And sent his servant at suprer ti‘me to say to |
or all things are

them that were bidden, Come;
now ready.

18 An(('.hey all with one consent began to make
excuse.  The first said unto him, T have bought a
piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: 1
pray thee have me excused.

19 And another said, 1 have bought five yoke
of oxen, and I go to prove them: 1 pray thee have
me excused,

20 And another said, I have married a wife, and |

therefore 1 cannot come,

21 8o that servany eame, and showed his lord
these things. Then the master of the house being
angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the
blind.

22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou |

hast commanded, and yet there is room.
23 And the lord saill unto the servant, Go out

into the highways and hedges, and cumpe‘l them to |

come in, that my house may be filled.
For 1 ray unto you, That none of those men
‘which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

Revised Version.

15 And when one of them that sat at meat with
him heard these things, he said unto him,
Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the king-
dom of God. But he said unto him, A certain
man made a great supper; and he bade many :
and he sent forth his servant at supper time to
say to them that were bidden, Come; for all
things are now ready. And they all with one
consent began to make < ceuse. The first said
unto him, I have bought a field, and I must
needs go out and see it: 1 pray thee have me
excused,  And another said, T have bought five
yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray
thee have me excused. And another said, 1
have married a wife, and therefore I cannot
come, And the servant eame, and told his lord
these things. Then the master of the house
being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly
into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring
in hither the poor and maimed and blind and
lame. And the servant said, Lord, what thou
didst command is done, and yet there is room.
And the lord raid unto the servant, Go out into
the highways and hedges, and constrain them
to come in, that my house may be filled. For
1 say unto you, that none of those men which
were bidden shall tuste of my supper.
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TIME,.—A Sabbath day in l)(ullllu er, A, D, 29, T
PLACE.—In the vicinity ot Bethubura beyond |
Jordair (Peren). ENVIRONMEN
was dining with a Pharisee. Surrounded by the |
splendors of an oriental feast, he took his sur-
roundings as a text, uttered a parable about seck-
ing the best places, guve instruetion about muking |
feasts for the poor, and then spoke the parable of |
our lesson,

~ Jesus |

HOME READINGS.
M. Purable of the (-nul Sup) |nv Luke 14, 15-24,
Z'w. The mari
W. Wisdom’s invitation.
T%. Sin of refusing.  Prov
F. Free invitation, s,
N, The trath rejec

,.

8. The supper of the Lamb,

No. 77, New Canadian Hymnal.

Jesus, my Saviour, to Bethlehem eame.

No. 75, New Canadian Hymnal.

Come, sinners, to the gospel feast.

. 73, New Canadian Hymnal,
God calling yet! shall I not hear?

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Invitation, v. 15-17,

What exclamation was made by one who sat at
meat with Jesus?

What did he mean ? |

What assumption concerning the speaker's sal-
vation scems to underlie this exelamation ¢

Is there any widespread solicitude to * eat bread
in the kingdom of God ¢

What is the difference between this parable and
thut of the king's supper? (Sce Matt, 1-10.)

Whom does the giver of the feast in this purable
represent ¢ (Psalm 25, 6.)

What is said about the number invited ¢

I« it an Eastern custom to give a sccond invita-
tion when the supper is ready ¢ (Prov, 9, 1-5.)

What was the servant’s message?  (GoLbes |
Texw.)

What man of God did for Jesus duties corre-
aponding somewhat to those of this servant ?

What is typified by the supper time ¢ ’

What gracious invitation have we? (Rev, 22.17.)

In what sense are the good things of

|

(Luke 10, 1-95 Matt. 3, 1,

2. Excuse, v. 18-20

Why do men so readily make “cxeuses” to
God, and refuse to accept his invitations ?
.13

grace now ready ?

(John

5. 403 15, 24; Luke 183, ¢

213

of the nr~l m\mnl guest 1
excuse What was the

W hnl was the excuse
What was the
third ?

From what
excuse ! (Deut.

Did any of the: rs distrust the fuct
that the feast had been prepared ¢

Did anyone suggest that the lord of the feast wus

seeond

was marringe considered

20, 7:)

i proper

unworthy of his compuny ?
Was any of the three detained from any other
than worldly
Was any of the excuses valid 2
What says Wisdom to those who refuse ?
)

nuses !

(Prov.

|
3. Rejection, v, 21-24,

Why was the muster of the house indignant ?
How does God regard the wicked now ?

What is the churucter of the lunes of an orientul
eity us contrasted with the strects ¢

What class of sinners is meant by the poor, the
lame, cte, ?

Why was Jesus 5o anxious to invite
(Luke 4. 155 Matt, 21,

to himself
gross sinners ¢ 3 Jumes
)
What did the servant report 2
Where next was he sent ¢
What class of sinners is indicated by the tramps
and squatters of the highways and hedges ¢
How are they to be compelled to come in?
(2 Tim. 4. 2; 2 Cor. 10, 4; 5. 14.)
s may be refi | to by these wretches
of the country as compared with those of the city !
To \\hul people may Jesus have referred by the
men which were bidden 2 H,ulu
Luke 8. 87 3; Acts
1 Mate, 21. 43

13, 46; Heb, 12, ¢

Practical Teachings.
1. All excuses from God's cluims are groundless,
ther possessions, business, nor pleasure should
stand between us and him.,

2. None of these excuses were honest. And
most modein negleeters of divine grace resemble
these invited guests in their failure to squarely meet
the divine elaims,

3. How often the “children of the kingdom "
are left out, while those whose opportunities are

| not nearly so good embrace God's offers and are

saved !

Where in this lesson are we told of—
A gracious privilege ?
A great danger?

3. A sad calumity ?
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. Verses 15«17,

15. Where was this parable spoken? What led
one to speak about eating bread in the kingdom of
God?  Of what was eating bread a Jewish figure !
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16, Why was this a great supper? Where are
Gospel blesxings compared to & banquet ?

17. Was it strunge to give more than one invitu- |

tion to a feast ?
2. Verses 20.

18. How do Eustern people regard such excuses?
Why was the first man’s excuse of no value?

19. Why the second man’s?

20. Why the third man’s? What was the real |

reason all stayed away ?
3. Verses 21.24.

21. Is anything suid in the Bible about God's
anger? Are the poor and maimed vumerous in
the East ¢

22. Where is there room?

23. What was meant by the * highways ¢
What by the “ hedges?”  When the rich and r
ligious people refused the Gospel who cume?
When the Jews rejected it to whom was it given ¢

24. I we reject salvation and die unsaved, can
we hope for any other remedy

Teachings of the Lesson.

To be a member of the Chureh will not admit us
to the feast in God’s kingdom. The Gospel in
vites us to a feast, not to a funeral, Negleet with-
out meaning to be lost is what ruins muny.
Worldly guins and pleasures are common excuses
for neglect of religion; the more needy and help-
less we are, the more Christ will weleome us. God
will use every means to bring ux to Christ,  All
who willfully refuse to come will be *exeused
and excluded.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Wiiere was Jesus now #

Find Perea on the mup.

Which side of the Jordun was it ?

What was it ealled in the Old Testament ?

What people lived in Perea ?

Why did Jesus go there !

Do you know how the people treated bim there ¢
Where did Jesus tell some of his best parables ?

What did Jesus see one day at the house of a
Ph

wrisee
What makes us want the best placest Pride,
How did Je-us show his love for these proud
Pharisees ¢ By telling them the truth about
| pride,
What did the Pharisees think Christ would do
when he camet
How did Jesus teach them ?
What did he mean by the great supper?
Who made it?
Who vas the servant?
Whom had he invited 2
Why did they not go?
Whom did he then invite #

Something to Remember—
That pride in the heart is displeasing to Jesus.
That we are ull invited to the feast God has made
| for us,
I That it is very foolish and unwise to mako ex-
cuses to God,

LESSON OUTLINE.
The Gospel Feast,

L. Tue Fovsper,
A certain man, v, 18,
Wisdom. ... furnished her table. Prov. 9. 1.
The Lord of hosts....a feast, Isa, 25. 6.
1L Tuz Feast.
A great supper, and bade many. v. 16.
A marriage for his son.  Matt. 22, 2,
He brought me....banqueting house. Sol.
Song 2. 4.
HL Tue Invitation.
Come, for all things are now veady. v. 17,

The Spirit and the bridesuy, Come. Rev, 22,17,

Ho, every one that thirsteth, lsa, 55, 1.

IV, Tue Resrerio.
1. Bought a pices of ground. v. 18,
The cares of this world,  Matt, 18, 22,
| 2 Bought five yoke of ozen. v. 19.
They that will be rich, 1 Tin. 6, 9
J 8. Married a wife. v, 20,
' Ie cannot be my diseiple.  Luke 14. 24,
[ O JURsTS,
| L The poor... .maimed. .. halt. v, 21,
i Buse things....hath God chosen. 1 Cor.
1. 98,
|2 Compel them to come in, v, 23,
I Be instant in season, 2 Tin. 4, 2,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement,

While Jesus is #till in the Percan dominions of Herod Antipas, slowly walking to Jerusalem, and
teaching as he went, he is one Sabbath duy (December, A, D, 29) invited to dine with a large company

at the dwelling of a wealthy Pharisec, i the se

ruples of the Pharisces, which forbade cures of the

poor on the Sabbath, made no objection to feusts of the rich, We cannot say precisely where this parable
was told, but it was in the neighborhood of Bethabura, beyond Jordan, where Jesus had heen baptized
by John. Three or four of his closest followers began their friendrhip for him at that time, and many
holy and strange memories must have hurried hotly through their minds as familiar landseapes called
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back the hour when the Baptist first pointed out to them the Lamb of God who was to tuke away the
sin of the world, That holy sucritice waus now about to be made, though these men but dimly under-

stood it.

toward the poor,

Read this whole chapter very ecarefully, as requested by the Lesson Committee. Our Lord
takes the opportunity to warn the assembled guests aguinst selfishness and pride, and to urge

enerosity

Then he prosents the picture of the Gospel feast, with its abundant provision,

neglected and despised by those who received its carliest invitation, until others are called to possess

their neglected privileges,
April 4, the lust day of Jesus’s publie teaching.
posscssions, business, nor pleasure

A similar parable (Matt.

2. 1-14) was uttered in the temple on Tue

All excuses from God's elaims are groundless,
should stand between us and him,

None of these excuses w

honest.  And most modern neglecters of divine grace resemble these invited guests in their failure to

squarely meet the divine eluims,

How often the * children of the Kingdom* are left out, while those

whese epportunities are not nearly 8o good embrace God's ofters and are saved,

Verse 15. One of them that sat at meat |

with him. Our Lord was the guest of o Perean
Pharisee. The dinner was probably served in the
evening.  Although it is said thut the company
‘“sat,” we are to understand that they reclined on
couches, after the fashion of the Romans and the
wealthicr Jews, each man leaning on his left side
and taking the food from the table with his right
hand.  As we look back over the centuries on that
little company we cannot but feel how honored
were the guests who thus sat at supper with our
Lord ; but (1) Much more highly horored will those
be who shall sit down with him Jorever in heaven,
These things. Tle blessing which this candi-
date for the Messiahship had Jjust pronounced on
those who gave feasts—not to the rich and the
famous, but to the poor. He said unto him.
We do not know the name of the guest who now
speaks, but we owe him a great debt, for it was his
ejuculation which led to the telling of the rich
story that follows. Blessed is he that shall
eat bread in the kingdom of God, If, in-
stead of the word “ blessed,” we read, “0, how
happy is he ! " wo will come nearer to the original,
‘“Eat bread” means, of course, partake of food,
and would, in the ancient language, refer to a
sumptuous banquet as well as to biscuit and water,
*The kingdom of God,” in the mouth of an ordi-
nury Jew, probably meant the dominion of the Mes-
siah. How far it may also have referred to the
glorious future after death we cannot say. On our
Lord’s tongue, “the kingdom of God” had «
broader meaning ; it meant the prevalence of God's
ideas—the fulfillment of the prayer, Thy king-
dom come.” But this guest probably used the

phrase with a thoroughly seeular meaning. Doubt- |

less, lie took it for granted that, as a born Jew, he
would inherit rights to all the luxuries of the king-
dom of God, and it is very likely that he had in his

mind expeetations of luxurious banquets to which |
this young Messiah would invite his friends 80 s00N ’

3 he was established on the throne of Judah,

16. Then said he unto him. The man was
right in his theology, but wrong in his application
ofit. Those that might be thus * blessed " were
unconsciously refusing to *“eat brend "—to partiei-

pate in the Messiunic bunquet, A certain man.
This parable and that of * the marriage of the
king’s son " (Matt, 22) nearly resemble each other,
but there are also important diffi ences, and they
belong to different periods of Christ’s ministry
This *“certain  man* represents God, and the
*tgreat supper” is the feast of fut things which
Isaiah mentions—the blessings of the Gospel dis-
pensation. A great supper. In the Fus
men frequently gave feasts for their own g
tion. The guests are not necessarily family frionds,
They are made up of ali sorts of folks, whose pres-
ence will inerease the ostentutious splendor of the
host,  Read the description of Sindbad the Sailor's
banquets, as given in the Arabian Nights, or, bet-
ter still, the story, in the same strange book, of the
Barmecide’s feast. To both of these were invited
the deplorably poor. We are not to suppose that
such Pharisees as the one who was now entertain-
ing Jesus invited him beeause they believed in
him, but rather because his presence at the ban-
quet would make the outside gossips talk of the
banquet. (2) God’s grace is a Jeast of the vichest
Jare, the fullest enjoyment, and the most noble com-
panionship. 1t is well for us to think much of
this figure of speech, **a great supper.”  The great
King, through unnumbered centuries, has beci
preparing a spiritual feast for your soul and mine,
and longs for vs to come and enjoy it. Bade
many. Our Lord here probably would refer te
the Jewish people, to whom the Gospel was first
preached, but, as in most of his parables, there is a
secondary meaning, which applies to all who hear
the call of Christ. The Eastern custom, which in-
vited the guests long beforehand, as we do for o
wedding, which snnounced the coming feast to the,
whole neighborhood and allowed the men and
women of the streets to crowd in and line the walls
and gaze on the guests, must be kept in mind as
we follow the course of the story. (3) “ AU who
lave been brought up in Christian Jamilies, all who
have been trained in church and Sabbath school, all
who have studied the word of God)” are bidden to
the Lord’s banquet,

17. Sent his servant at supper time. The
‘“servant™ represents every bearer of the Gospel
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|
invitation, preacher, Sunday school tencher, friend. | the feast had been eaten, 1His excuse was really

(4) It is a high honor to be God's herald of the
olad tidings. At supper time, Kitto went too
ar when he stated that it was customary in the
Zast to formally remind invited guests of their en-

gement ;. but such a course would not he con-

trary to custom, and in a place where timepicees |

are practically unknown, and where the guests live
close together, it would bg convenient both for the
host and for the guests, ‘Them that were bide
dens Those that had aceepted the first invita-
tion. Come. The invitation to the Gospel feast
ix (1) authoritative, from God; (2) joytul, proms
ixing only pleasure; (8) urgent, demanding inmme-
«iate attention 3 (4) none ean purtake of the feast
All things are now

inless he *“eomes,”

ready, The food was cooked, and the waiting |

maidens were ready to serve it, 8o the Gospel
came in the fullness of time, when the world had

been prepared for it. 8o mow, in the nceepted |

time, our souls shall find, if we only come,

that every provision to meet the full needs of

our souls has been made, and all things are now
ready.,

I8, They all with one consent began to
make excuse. Their hearts ond minds were
one, although the guests were of several sorts,
“ They all” refers, first of ull, to God's chosen peo-
ple, who as a race rej
the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on lim 2"
But there are many around our churches and
homes who make similar excuses where u eordial
aceeptanee might be expected.  (5) Zhe wonder is
that any should seek excuse from heave nly delights.
True friends do not make excuses; they may at
times feel the need of giving sutficient reason for
their aetion, but no one with love in his henrt will
frame an excuse ; besides, no excuse ean be framed
which will suffice to explain the neglect of sulva-
tion. The feast at which they all “sat" gave
point to this whole story. Those who surrounded
the table had not treated the hospituble summons
in any such contemptible way, but very likely that
man who had piously sighed about eating bread in
the kingdom of God was at this very time making
excuses in his heurt for rejecting Josus, The
firsts An excuse in the Eust is almost oquivalent
10 & declaration of war, bitter enmity, The first is
that of the man who, like all wealthy farmers in
the East, lives in the village, but owns ficlds fur
and near,  He has bought a new one aud makes
his purchase an apology for not going, The fri-
volity of the excuse is evident. His farm would
not run away; he might have looked ut it before
he purchased it; he might have looked at it after

Verse 15. Blessed. The words of the Lord
just spoken concerning the resurrection of the Just,

an insult courtcously expressed, (6) We shduld
attend first to that duty which can least afford to
wait. (7) low many and how varied are the influ-
ences which tend to hinder our soul's salvation !

19. I have bought five yoke of oxen. An
cvasion as absurd as the last. Many peasunt
farmers in the East have as many as five yo
of oxen.  (8) The one alveady rich has no desive for
salvation § the one seeking to be vich has no time for
it. (9) “ Things lawful in themselves, when the
heart is too much set upon them, prove fatal hin-
drances in religion."—Matthew Henry.

20. Married a wife. (10) How often earthly
affections stand in the way of heavenly treasures.
Cannot come. It is not customary for women
in the Orient to accompany their husbands to pub-
lie places or to partics,  The luxurious nabob had
simply added one woman more to his harem, and
it was a plain statement that there was more pleas-
ure for him at home in his own resources than in
his friend’s Louse from his friend’s resources.

1 Deut. 24, 5 for exeuses granted to newly-
rried bridegrooms,

21. Showed his lord these things, (11) /1.

| who is unsuccessful in his holy endeavors should oo

have any of |

at once to the Master and tell him all his disappoint-
ment. 'The master of the house being angry.
Being indignant.  He felt that something must be
done ut once, (12) Workers for God must be

| prompt.  Go out quickly into the streets

|

CRITICAL NOTES.

called forth the ejuculation of this unknown, who !

and lanes of the city. The creditable and
disereditable portions of the city. To the Jows
who listened this meant that as the elders had re-
Jjeeted Jesus he had now turned to the musses, to
the publicans and sinners, The poor. This
deseribed most of the congregations that Jesus
preached to. The maimed, . . , the halt, . ..
the blind. Those who have defeets in charucter
can have them supplied by him who summons
them to the feast.

22, Itis done. This servant unquestioningly
obeys the strange command,

23, 24. Highways and hedges. The rep-
utable and disreputable parts of the country.
Compel them to come in. Not by foree, but
by the constraint of good reason and much love.
The ultimate decision of every soul rests with
itself.  There was no persuasion offered to those
who had already exeused themselves, because they
showed no interest; but those who are really unfit,
und not at all prepared for the royal feast, are
urged and besought to come. Nonme of those.
God never tolerates the contempt of the self-
righteous,

might indeed Have expressed thereby a desire to
enter the company of the prophets and patriarchs
and futhers of Israel, and to eat bread in their
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aJew, the attinment of his spiritual hopes, In
the kingdom of God, That kingdom was the
M nie kingdom. But this was not supposed
to be set up till after the resurre ction, when the
Just, the clect of God, the Jews, would all be
ruised and together enjoy the delights and com-
forts prepared for them, This is the Jewish mil-
lennium, and the Millenarians in the
adopted similar notions,
poses all such inte:

Jesus distinetively op-
retations of Seripture and all
such rabbinical teachings, and widens the thought
of the kind of people that will be at the feast in
the kingdom of God to the ty of all
classes and races of men being included among
those who shall sit down with the patriarehs in

possib

that kingdom,

16. Then said he, This parable of the
peris not the same as the parable of the
son’s marringe. The two are often confounded,
but they were both spoken on different oceasions,
under different diflerent
places.  This of the SuUpper wus at an entertain-
ment; that the marriage of the
son was spoken in the temple.  This was ad-
dressed to those who presumed their
posed relation to God; that w rected to the
Pharisces who had begun to plot for the Redeemer's
fife, and from whom divine Justice, he deelar
would take away their kingdom and give it to the
heathen. Bade many. Theinvitation went in the

ng's

circumstances, and in

of 3 king’s

on sup-

us
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presence. To eat bread in this sense signified, to | That there is gradution in the

!

early Church |

first instance to a certain class of people belonging |

Thi
» may have repre-
sented the Jews, and the different individuals em-
ployed in the picture may, as Alford thinks, stand
for the different classes among the Jews,

I8, They an, . . begai 16 make exe

se. They would not openly and expressly re-
Jeet the invitation as desiring to have nothing to
do with the host, but the secret determination of
their hearts was veiled under various pleas of ne-
cessity in personal affairs, The first said . . ,
I have bought a piece of ground. We are
to interpret this according to an idiomatic use of
the Greek aorist tense in order to preserve the
natural truthfulness of the picture, and render, * |
am buying a picos,” ete., which fact afforded a
reason for the going to see it, unless we suppose
the man bought first and examined after, which is
not natural, - The excuse of this one is based ona
supposed necessity,

19. Another said . ., . five yoke of
oxen. This man offers no plea of necessity, In
purpose he has already started, interested in the
uality of his oxen. He has his own plans and
purposes in life, and while sitting at a feast may be
agreeable, yot his own personal desires exercise
over him a predominating influence,

20. Another ., , Ihave married a wife.

to the social plune of the generous host,
<lass, in the thought of our Lord

r g -
ER. 217
s ——————
cter of the
exeuses will be seen by every one: (1) Land, pos-
ions of every deseription ; (2) ox n, the
ties of mercantile life ;
The excuses are
spirit
world,
21. Go.

everywhere,

chary

activi-
(8) wife, social influences,
of a threefold nature, but sne
underlies  them  all—the spirit  of this
« streets and lanes, That is,
The invitation now is not to one
Cluss, race, or nation, but to all. Over the appli-
cation of the parable to men everywhere who de-
fer obedience to the eall of God, there hovers the
national application of it to the Jews as g people,
The Jewish nation will not accept the Gospel, the
call now made by the servant of Jehovah, hence
the invitation is given to all races of earth. The
poor, ... maimed, ,,. halt, , .. blind.
The good host, the Giver of all good, calls the
spiritually destitute. Those who are sutisfied with
themselves exeluded themselves, and are rejected
in turn by him,

23. Highways and hedges (walls), Seek the
most hopeless, the abandoned, the lost, Here is
the eall to the Gentiles, Compel them to
come in. The only compulsion this one servant
could use was pers They are to be en-
treated, for the idea that they are really invited to
the rich man's house and bounty will be difficult
for them to believe.  That my house may be
filled. The kingdom of God does not depend on
any one people. The gracious purposes of God

all mot be frustrated because his call

usion,

is re-

| jected,

|
|

24. Shall taste of my supper. Remember,
these last words, we think, must be understood
not as the words of the householder to his sery-
ant, but as a dircet address of our Lord to the
company present.  Christ’s habivual form of speech
when announcing some faet of special application,
*“Isay unto you,” leaves little doubt of the cor-
rectness of this interpretation, although Meyer
affirms that the statement, “None of those men
which were bidden shall taste of my supper,” is not
an assertion of Jesus, but of the master of the
house. 'The teaching of the Lord was that, since
the Jews had rejected the invitation to aceept the
Gospel—for which purpose they had been originally
called into nationality and preserved through
ages—the eall would be given to the nations of the
carth, and they would come into the kingdom of
God without the instrunmntnlity of the Jews, as
was originally intended, and the Jews, as such,
would themselves be rejected. The same princi-
ple underlying this parable is as applicable to-day
as then.  If we fail to fulfill the purpose of our eall
in history, the law of rejection will grind us as it
ground the Jewish Church, and God will find some
other way to earry out his plans and to fulfill his
purposes in humanity without us,
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Thoughts for Young People.
The Gospel Feast.

1. God invites men to enjoyment, Not to dis-
agreeable, burdensome duties, IHis service is one
of pleasure and of privilege. The Gospel is the
greatest of blessings,

2. The Gospel table is ever spread.  All mankind
are weleome,

3. Ercuses are easily framed. But (1) an ex-
cuse that is not a sufficient reason is a falsehood §
(2) As the aceeptance of this invitation is a duty,
an excuse becomes a sin: (3) Christian life is a
perennial delight that culminates in heaven ; the
self-excused shuts himself out from a life of privi-
lege and an eternity of bliss.

4. None are too unworthy or too wicked to find
a place in God's kingdom. Not the righteous but
sinners Jesus canme to call to repentance.

5. Leople should be urged to seck salvation, We
are God’s servants, sent with a personal message
to all whom he purposes to save, and that includes
everyone. We are to go to those who have al-
ready had a distinet divine invitation, and remind
them that all things are now ready. We are to go
v, along

behind every hedge, down every high
every thoroughfure, und up every lune, and bring
into the Gospel banquet hall the “poor and the
maimed and the halt and the blind.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Messengers are sent on the occasion of a Hindu
feast to invite the guests, when not only relatives,
but all persons of the same caste, arc invited from
the neighborhood. A refusal to come is a great
affront.  In the Enst an ation to a feast, to be
considered sineere, must be repeated two or three
times.  When this man sent his servant at supper
time, they had already been invited and had ac-
cepted the invitation. Invited guests were sum-
moned while the dishes were coming in. Morier
gives an account of his dining with one Ameer-ud-
Doulah, a vizier who was giving an entertainment
to an embassador and his suite in Persia, on a day
appointed, when the nger eame as usual at five
o'clock to bid the guests to the feast, though every
one had been previously invited and all had already
aceepted the invitation,

It is little wonder that, sending out among the
poor of the East, this man could get a large attend-
ance, for the scant meul of orientals in gencral leaves
them always ready for a full meal. Bishop Tho-
burn says there are millions of people in India who
never know what it is to cat till they are satis-
fied ; Dr. Trumbull tells of Bedouin Arabs who for
weeks together live absolutely on milk alone, and
Professor Palmer affirms a well-authenticated ease
of an Arab in North Syria who for three years had
tasted meither water nor other food than milk only.

Hospitality seems to have been a very ancient

virtue. A writer has recently made an analysis of
Homer's Jliad, which shows that in Homer’s day it
was recognized as a duty alike to strangers and for-
cigners, even to beggars, The height of courtesy
wus to treat a person to refreshments or even enter-
tainment, sometimes extended through some duys,
before asking his business, The Odyssey as well us
the Jliad is replete with multitudinous instances of”
hospitality to strungers and suppliants, even down
to common beggars. 8o it may not have been so-
foreed and unnatural as scems to us that this man
should have diverted his hospitality to the poor and
erippled, who always abound and often wuit near
the premises to secure relief.

The excuses these men made are in keeping with
Eustern life. In faet, the oriental is a practiced dip-
lomat in his most common speech, and thoroughly
ingenious in finding plausible reasons for doing or
not doing. ven when there is no necessity for it
his speech will be preferably or by habit indirect.
One must be experienced to know what he means,
though his speech may or may not enter into the
data by which he judges. But these exeuses have
a natural form. Buying a farm would not be «
traet of Jand feneed in, nor would the contract be
concluded as among us. Proving it might mean

| closing the bargain, which in India would be by

the purehaser in the presence of the seller being
permitted to dig the soil with either spade or pick.
That is stronger than any written deed. It gives
possession. The purchasing of five yoke of oxen
would not be unusual, us some of these farmers now
own this many, the number of oxen indieating the
number of ucres to be cultivated.  The oxen of to-
day and for some centuries mean also the water
buffalo, which was introduced from India, and is
stronger and thrives in malarious distriets, It
must have water and mud to wallow in to keep it
healthy. The exeuse of having married a wife
would have a base in certain technical freedom
from civil and military obligation or compelled
absence from home for a year after marriage, recog-
nized in old Jewish law and usage.

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 156 and 16.  *“ A great supper.” Christ
often compared the Gospel to a supper or feast.
What sugeestion does this bring to us?  Finst,
food, a necessity of life, and also companionship,
entertainment, joy. This the Gospel brings us.
““ Good tidings of great joy.” Dr. Joseph Parker
says: * Christianity has given to the world more
poems, hymns, melodies, and manifold utteranccs
of joy than any other influence which has
touched the nature of man. It is not an aceident
that in the science and practice of music harmony
was unknown until Christianity became domi
nant.”

Verse 17. ** Come.” During a religious awaken
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ing in a factory village in New England, a fore-
fan sent to a workman whom he knew was con-
sidering the matter seriously a letter requesting
him to eall at six o'clock that ey ening,  Promptly
he came.  * 1 see you believe me, 1 the fore-
man.  The man assented,  * Here js another mes-
sage sending for you, from One equally in carnest,”
und he handed him a Paper upon which was writ-
ten, * Come unto me, gl| ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest,”

He read it curefully and suid, ¢ Am I just to be-
lieve that in the same way I believed your let-
ter i ®

‘“Just in the same w ay," answered the foreman,
And from that hour Le believed and was saved,

Verse 18. * Tb male ercuse,”
said, I was brought to sce
this request of a friend. e sujd to me, ¢ Why
you not a Christian 2’ T answered candidly, ¢1
have several reasons which 1 think good ones,*
*Very well, suppose you write

A young man
my danger through

them out, not for

my eyes, but as an answer to God's iny itation and |

1or no eye but your own.  You must have exeuses
which will stand in the Judgment.’
quict of my own room | attempted to write them
out, they scemed so flimsy and weak that I threw
them away and suid, ¢ Jesus, 1 come,”

Verses 18-20, Not poverty, but prosperity
all these guests away, |
who were very fuithful in Christian serviee when

kept
knew a young couple

home
for a

in plain eireumstances, but when tie
was built it was too pleasunt to be
And when the
horses was bought, it was found
spend the Sabbath in
Abundanee of books and pleasures crowded out
the reading of God’s word, Pustors will testify
that years of financial depression rather than years
of financial prosperity bring increase of spiritual
life,

new
left
rayer meeting, new  team  of
e pleasant to

riding than ehurehgoing,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Time, place, and circumstances of this parable,
-+« The Gospel kingdom resembles a feast: (1) The
hountiful Host; (2) The rich provision; (8) The
kind invitation ; (4) It is ready now; (5) The in-
vited guests make excuses: (6) A final exclusion
of those who refuse ; (7) The outeasts are invited ;
(8) Those whom men reject gladly reecive and ne-
cept the invitation, ... The G spel feast: (1) Pre-
pared 3 (2) Refused ; (3) Enjoyed.... Anglyze the
xcuses and the elasses of persons represented by
them... . State who were afterward invited, and
what people are therein represented.. .. What does
this lesson teach to workers for souls coneerning
opportunities? ... Word-picture of the Jewish feast
to which Jesus was invited. . . . Show how privileges
of Gospel are illustrated by supper. .. .Strange con-
duct of people in hesitating, delaying, and excus-

SCHOOL BANNER,

When in the |
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Various excuses which people

offer for neglect of religion. ... Loss of spurned
privileges. . tice the outline given in the HNlus-
L. The Giver of the feast 5 (1) God's
) God's graciousness ; (3) God's anger;
il merey, extended to the lowest
Il The great supper. Re igion is
not only a life insurance for the next world, it is a
delight and banquet, 42y and divine companion-
sinip for this life. 111 The servants,

ing themselves, .

trative Notes
authority

(4) God's univer
and neediest,

Lawgivers,
prophets, martyrs, friends, preachers, teachers,
workers for the Gospel, IV, The invitation, A
king’s call, a call to enjoyment, an immediate call,
V. The rejecters: (1) The Pharisees and rulers re-
Jeeted him
gludly; (2) The Jews as a nation rejeeted Jesus,
while the Gentiles believed him by the thousands;
(8) To-day many brought up in Christian homes
rejeet Jesus, while many who have few privileges
gecept him. VI The excuses, of three 8Orts:
(1) The treasures of the world ; (2) The cares of
the world; (3) The pleasures of life, VII, The
The disciples were fishermen and pub-
Luther's followers  were Peasants ;
Wesley's carly converts were miners,

sus, while common people heard

guest:,

licans ; best

Before the Class,
Our object to-day
that privile

appree

is to make the class realize
%y in the long run, go to those who
¢ them, with application to the particular
privileges that they are in danger of negleeting,

What kind of i story is to-day’s lesson ? What
isa parable? [Story with a moral.]  Suppos® we
tuke up the moral first ; if You answer promptly,
we will get to the story part before the biell rings,

How many of you are getting an education ¢
How mueh does it cost ? [Run over items.] Who
pays forit? Why do they give it to you? Sup-
pose you don’t take it ; what then? What will be
the difference twenty years hence!  What do you
think of the boy or girl who wastes the chance to
get an  edueation ¢ Suppose you don’t want it
now ; will they save it for you until you change
yourmind? Who will get it? Do you know any-
body that appreciated his chanee? What became
ofthe others ?

Yes, a good education is made up of somehody’s
generosity and your hard work ; and it is worth
every cent and cvery hour that it costs. But I
know something that is worth more than an eduea-
tion,  Suppose, while you are at school or college,
you commit many sins—does that take much sup-
posing? Who keeps a record of them all ? Where
will they come up against you? Before God can
forget them he must forgive them, How is he
able to offer forgiveness ! When your sins are all
forgiven, through fuith in Christ, you are said to
be justitied. How much does God charge for justi-
fying sinners? What did it cost him? What is
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the good of being justified? (Rom. 5. 1,2.) Isit
worth while to be at peace with God and a friend
and follower of Jesus Christ? Which is worth
more, an invitation to go to college or an invita-
tion to come to Christ ¢

Now, one of you tell this parable, while the rest
sce that he gets it all in, - What a gay scene such a
feast must have been! [Show a picture, or de-
seribe.]  How did the Master of the house feel
when he licard what the men said? Do you think
those were their real reasons? Is it honest to
offer a false excuse ! Why did the men make such
a strange choic [Discuss briefly.] 1 believe it
was simply beeause they thought it would be too
much trouble to leave their work and dress up to
g0 to the fi It was easicr to go right on with
what they were doing. Who got their places?
Did they come ¢

Now, you are that man in verse 15. You think

it would be very blessed indeed to be invited to |
sich a feast—to eat bread in the kingdom of God. |

You would never offer such foolish excuses—0, no.
How many of you are members of the Church ¢

Have you uccepted Christ’s invitation to give him |

all your heurt £ I sometimes catch myself offering
just such flimsy excuses as these men did; do
yout If we refuse, the offer goes to the heathen :
and they will aceept.  But there is room for
them and us too,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.
dreak Thou the bread of life.
Blest are the hungry,
8o near to the kingdom,
Called to the feast,
Gather them in,

No. 2,
Christ is knocking.
The Saviour calls,
Come, sinners, to the Gospel feast,
Ho! every one.
In from the highways,

A. D, 30.]

foR AL ThiNes
ARE Now ReADY.

THE INVITATION.
COME,
THE EARTHLY | THE GOSPEL
FEAST IS READY.

THE _l;'.;(CUSES.
THEN. | NOW.

Bought Land, | Study.
Try Oxen. [ Work.
Married a Wife. ! Pleasure.

“YET THERE IS ROOM."
WHY NOT ACCEPT?

"“Come ; for all things are now ready.”

References.

Freeman. Vers. 16, 17: The double invitation,
601,

LESSON III. THE LOST FOUND. [April 19.

GOLDEN TEXT. There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repenteth. Luke 15, 10,

Authorized Version.
Luke 15, 11=24. [ Commit to memory verses
18-20.
[Read Luke 15, 1-32.)

11 And he said, A certain man had two sons:

12 And the younger of them said to Aés futher,
Father, give me the portion of goods that fulleth to
me.  And he nlivi.l\-v\ unto them Ais living.

13 And not many days after the younger son
gathered all together, and took his journey into a

Revised Version.

|
1 11 And he said, A certain man had two sons:
| 12 and the younger of them said to his futher,

Father, give me the portion of #thy substance
that fulleth to me. And he divided unto them
13 his living. And not many days after the
younger son gathered all together, and took his
journey into a far country ; and there he wasted
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far country, and there wasted his substance with
riotous living.

14 And when e haa spent all, there arose »
mighty tumine in tha lund3 und he began to be in
want,

15 And he went and joined himself to a eitizen

of that country ;
feed swine,

16 And he would fuin huve filled his belly with,
the husks that the swine did cat: and no man gave
unte him,

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How
many hired servants of my father’s have bread
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger !

18 1 will arise and go to my father, and will suy
unto him, Futher, I have sinned against heaver,
and before thee,

and hesent him into his fields to

|
19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son :

muke me as one of thy hired’servants,

20 And he arose, and came to his futher, But
when he was Yet a great way off, his father saw
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his
neck, and kissed him,

21 And the son said unto him, Father, 1 have
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no
more worthy to be ealled thy son,

22 But the father suid to his servants, Bring
forth the best robe, und put @ on him; and put a
ring on his hand, and shoes on Aés feet :

And bring hither the futted calfy, and kill ¢ ;
s cat, and be merry ;
" this my son was dead, and is alive again ;
lie was lost, and is found,  And they began to b
merry,

Very carly in A. D, 50 PLACE.
Jdesis was still Journeying with his fuec
1 Calvary

TIME,
Perea, IS
though none but himself could seq

*durk shadow of the eross that luy across his

HOME READINC
. Joy in heaven, Luke 15. 1-10,
7u. The Lost Found. Luke 15, 11-
I, Joy of salvation, Luke 15,
Departing from God,  Jer, 1-10.
Punishment and pardon. 2 Chron,
The Father's voice, Eack.
Return! return! Iosea 14,

18, 20-32,

LESSON HYMNS,
No, 105, New Canadian Hymnal.

Would Jesus have the sinner die?
No. 104. New Canadian Hymnal,
Lord, as to thy dear cross we flee,

No. 106, New Canadian Hymnal.

Pass me not, O gentle Saviour,

SUNDAY Scmooy, BANNE,
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14 his substance with riotous living,  And when
womighty famine

begun to by in vant,

hie had spent all, there arose
in that country ; und he
5 And he went und Joined Limself to o of the
citizens of that country 5 and he sent him igto
Aud he would fuin
have been filled with the husks that the swine
7 did eat: and no may But when
he came to himself he said, How wany hired
servants of my father's have bread enough and
to spare, and I perish here with hunger! |
will arise and go to my futher, and will say
unto him, Father, I have sinned zuinst heaven,
and in thy sight: I am 1o more worthy to be
called thy son: make me as one of thy hired
And he arose, and came to his
But while he was yet afur off, his
father saw him, and was moved with compas-
sion, and ran, and fell on his neek, and kissed
him.  And the son said unto him, Futher, 1
have sinned &

i his fields to fued swine,

gave unto him,

servants,
futhier,

ainst heaven, and in thy sight :
I am no more worthy to be ealled thy son.
But the futher said to his servants, Bring forth
quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and
Put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet ;
and bring the fatteq calfy and kill it, and lot s
cat, and make merry :
and is alive in

for this my son was dead,
he was lost, and is found,
zan to be merry,

QUESTIONS FOR
L. Lost, v. 11-1
What were the

property rights of

according to Jewish lgw ¢
Could these rights Iy

death of the futher?
Were famin

& Younger son

insisted upon before e
R rare in ancient times ?
Did the * citizen desire the prodigal’s ki Ipt
How were swineh rds regurded by dews !
What sort of * Jusks ™
Did the prodigal eat these husks, oy only long
for them ¢

were fed to swine?

What docs the  fur country " typify ¢

Wihat does the mighty famine ™ stand for ¢

Why lad the prodigal made Ao friends ?

Is xin ever a real hond of sympathy ?

What is God's remonstrance with the lost
needyt (Isa, 55, 9,

2. Found, v. A
By whom was this | son first found ?
Wihat do the * hired servants * typify 2
What is the first impulse of the contrite Jieq t!

and

How does the prodigal show his repentance s
sincere ?

Tell the actions of this futher which are intended
to show the cager sympathy of God witl, Penitent
sinners,

In what did the v death
eonsist ¢

of this prodigal son
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What lesson may we learn from the spirit of the ‘ 22, Of what were the robe and ring tokens ¢
returning prodigal son ¢ 24, How is God's delight at the sinner's return
What lesson concerning God's attitude toward | deseribed ¢
returifing sinners ¢ | Teachings of the Lesson
Over whow is there joy in heaven? (GotvkN | Mun wants to be independent of God, The will-
Texr.) ful ehild breaks wway from home restraints, He
Practical Teachings. | wants possessions hefore hie ean take eare of then,
.+ When the prodigal ceases his selfishness be | [le rushes inte sinful plegsur Ile wastes money,
ns 1o live to himself in a true sense, time, health, eharacter. The downward path is
2. The unutterable compassion of the futhier in | gteep, Severe measures huve to be used with the
this story is “ very full of comfort.” sinner.  Christ welcomes cvery true penitent,
8. God the Father is represented by his Son as | There is joy on ecarth and in heaven over his
thrilling with measureless joy over the repentance | yeturn.
ul'ono sinner. [ QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
Where in this lesson are we taught— SCHOLARS.
1. That every sinner is lost and in want ? What ix the first purable in the fifteenth of Luke !
2, That every sinner may return to home and What i the second !
plenty ¢ What is the third story about ?
3. That God will welcome every true penitent ¢ What lesson do all these stories teach ?

'IONS FOR INTERMEDIATE Tt’ f\hum did Jesus tell the stories ? )
SCHOLARS. Which son of'a rich man asked to have his share
1. Verses 11«16, of the father’s moncy ?

/s is ¢ share o » VO aer son ?
11. Who are represented by the two sons ? What is the share of the younger son?
12. What was a younger son’s portion ¢ Why did he want to go away from home ?

18, Why did he go fur from home? How did he | When are we like this foolish boy ¢ When we
show his guilt und folly when there Wll!ll GUF SWR WA,

14. Were the pleasures lasting? - What fed him | What did he do \\'IF]I his mone)

[ What hard work did he have to do?

What does this show ¢ That sin brings sore
row.

What did he do at last ?

How did his futher meet him?

What did he do to show his joy ?

How did the older brother like this?  (Luke 15,

to seck employment ¢

15, To whom did he join himself? What de- |
grading work had he to do?

16. For what food did he wish? Did his com
panions help lim ¢
2. Verses 17-24.

17. What brought him to his senses?

18. What is the only remedy for those away
from God ¢ Something to Remember—

20. 1s it enough to resolve to do right 7 Iad the A sinner who is sorry for sin is dear to God.
father pity for him? Would this have saved him Self-love is sure to bring trouble and sorrow,
if he had not returned ? God cannot help a Pharisee who thinks himself

21. Why did he not complete his confession? | good.

LESSON OUTLINE.
From Sin to Salvation.
8 CHARACTER, ( HL Tue Sisver's REPENTANCE.
o Give me the portion. v, 12, L. Conviction.  Cameto himself.
I'heir portion is in this life, Psalm 17, 14, Awake, thou that sleepest,  Eph
2. Ingratitude. 7%at falleth to me. v. 12, 2. Resolution. /will arise and go. v. 18,

Neither were thankful. Rom, 1. 21. To Zion with their faces thitherward. Jer, 50, 5.

8. Alienation, /uto a far country. v. 13, . Renunciation. Arose and came. 0,
Alienated from the life of God. Eph. 4,18, | Let the wicked forsake his way. Is
4. Sensuality. Niotous living. v. 13, | . Confession. [/ have sinned,
The works of the flesh are manifest,  Gal, 5. 19, [ acknowledged my sin,  Psalm 3
I1. Tue Sinner’s Convirion, | IV, Tre Sisver's Parnon,

1. Need. DBegan to be in want, v. 1. Welcome. Ran and fell on his neck, v, 20,

Of his flesh reap corruption.  Gal. 6. 8, Ready to forgive. Psalm 86, 5,
¢. Degradation, 7o feed swine. 5. 2. Honore lobe . . . ving . . . shoes,
I have made you contemptible, Mul. 2. 9, Now are we the sons of God, 1 John
8. Misery. Noman gave. v. 16. . Pleasure. FEat and be merry, v, 23

He feedeth on ashes. Isa. 44. 20, At thy right hand . . . pleasures, Psalm 16, 11,
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EXPLANATORY AND

General State
This parable was spoken in the last purt of the third ¥

months before his death,  Like sowe other chief par
spoken in Perea,
tains three noble parables—of the [ost sheep, of the
were spoken to the publicuns and sinners who
Pharisees and
of this chapter continue this parable
classes, who are supposed to be us carcless of God
which was ouly hinted at in the bewildered shee
fully and aceurately represented in the degrade
futher's favor more sine
faithfully suggested by
by a woman’s distress at the

aputhy of the rulers toward the lost

*drew
seribes who murmured at his kind reception of the outeust,
by the story of the elder son.
as they are of Mosaice law,
et the lost

loss of & coin or a sh pherd’s anxiety for u Jost sheep,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

PRACTICAL NOTES,
nt.

ar oF our Lord’s publie mi istry, three or four

ables of our Lord, it was, so tur s we can distinguish,
The story is not told in any other gospel, Tl

chapter from which it is taken « 1-
AL three
for to hear him,” and to the

The remaining cight ver

pieee of silver, and of th prodigal son,

near unto him
Ses
The moral condition of the lupsed
temple, and synagogue,

n fallen from nobler uses, is now nore

son who, in his disgrace, loathes sin and yearns for his
cly than any exemplary son ean, The |
buman father's cagerness for the

ve of God toward the sinful js me

return of his wayward and ruined son than

The inexcusable

v Wliich is no more thun suggested in the introductory parables, is

drawn in this one with striking faithfulness and precision,

Verse 11. A certain man had two sons,
The man represents our Fatlhier, the sons two sorts
of luis children.  The whole story should be
fully read. It has gone into literature under the |
title of ** The Parable of the Proc o
careful students believe that the

care- |

ral Son” Many |
of the |

e this

emphasi
story is ou the portion that is omitred fy
lesson, and. that i a titde be given to it at all it
should be the title of ¢ Jealous Brother,”
Another suggestion quite as profound is thy
*The Parable of the Be reaved Father; "
vhasizes our heavenly Father's

)
it em-
Crness to save
s lost children and hLis rejoicing over the save %
Al three views should be kept in mind as we pro-
eed with this marvelous story,

12, Father, give me the portion of goods
that falleth to me. Really, ortion fell to
him. He was the young

no
zer son, and would, ae-
cording to Jewish law, inherit only one third of
the patriarchal property, and that only at the
death of his futher, It was a selfish and un-
veusonable demand, not justified by the law of
the country or its customs e wanted this spe-
<ial fuvor for the worst of purposes—eriminal in-
<ulgence. He divided unto them his living,
Which he had no right to do. He could not set
aside the responsibilities of life unti' he died, and
lie could not properly meet those
after he had divided
sons,

responsibilities
his resonrces between his
Furthermore, he doos not scem in the
strictest sense to have done this, Pructically, he
merely gave up control of the wayward boy and
kept control of the docije and obedient one, for he
evidently retained his own authority over the
elder son’s share, | (1) Selfishness, ingratitude, and
« relellious spivit ave at the voot of all sin.

3. Not many days after. e who eraves |
induleence and sees it within reach can never have |
patience, The sooner he could rid himself of his |
father and the synagogue and the Subbath the bot-
ter. The younger son gathered all together,
and took his Journey. This sentence might

| Into a far country,

stand as a concise biography of ev ry selfish soul.
s matter how disposed
he was to engage in “riotous living,

be restrained so long as dwelt in Pulestine , for,
though Gentiles lived in large numbers am mg t
dews, ¢ cially in Galilee and P rea, and thoug
practices of the
Jews, and though the Jews themselves by their
frequency and their bad habits had
L woral standurds, ther Wus, never-
which

heathen were fumiliar to most
of divor
greatly lowere
theless, a controlling sense of' propriety
made a heavy
lle The places to in
dulge unrestrained in pleasing viee were the hated

line of demarkation between the
rews and other nutions,

centers of the pagan re ligion, and it was to Corinth
or Ephesus or Rome or Alexandria that this young
ay.  “The far country represents
estrangement from  God, Wasted his sube
stance with riotous i ing. lle recklessly
scattered his opportunitics like one of the
doned ones. There is no such waster as a sinner
who time, opportunity, physical vigor,
power, holy character, neighborly influ-

man went

aban-

Wastes
mental
ence,
14. When he had spent all,  And that
time came soon, The four scenes follow each
other quickly: (1) Impatience with restraint ;
(2) Opportunity to indulge self; (3) Selt-indul-
genee: (4) Want, A mighty famine, Fumines
have been common through all history until the
last century or two, and are now frequent in the
East. We would have them in our own country
were it not for the modern inventions und methods
of trade which make every part of civilization de-
pendent on every other part and a diminution of
pressure onany single locality ; but where, as in the
East, in our Lord's time and now, vast popula-
tions are packed  tog
food on what they r.
avoided,

her, and dependent for
nnot he
wrablo for

aise, these fumines ¢
This famine stands in the

the painful hunger of the soul, the
for divine things,

heart eraving

That land, The fur country,
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the region furthest away from the benign Father,
He began to be in want. The larger a soul
is the more it hungers and thirsts, and if it does
not turn to the Fount of cvery blessing, who only
can appease the cravings of the human heart, it
must pine and suffer with fumine,

15. Joined himself. Il glued himself. e
stuck aguinst the man’s will. He was hungry,
starving, and did not care how mueh of a bore he
made himself to others. All his riotous living,
which doubtless included many a banquet and
many a spree, had been unavailing to win him a
single friend. The freedom of sin had been turned
into slavery, He sent him into his fields to
feed swine. The most contemptible work that
the ancients had to do, 2ad especially loathsome
toa Jew. Jesus is here picturing a man who was
as wicked and wretched as the publicans and sin-
ners whom the Pharisecs hated, and it would seem
by thus associating him with the pigs, which were
a detes n to the nation, he would emphasize
the degradation to which the young man went, so
as in turn to make plain the abundant welcome
of his father,

16. He would fain have filled his belly
with the husks that the swine did eat, llc
was eager to quiet the pangs of hunger with the
carob pods that were given tothe pigs,  They are the
color of ehocolute und the shape of beans; they have

asickening, sweetish taste, but are no good for food,
at least not for human food. No man gave un
Beeause no man eared for him, This

was perfeetly natural, though it was very wrong.
desus does not urterone word in this purable which
Justifies otherwise good men in holding in conte mpt
their fullen brothers and sisters,  Every soul that
it was worth while to make it is worth our while to
save, and you eannot save a man by seorn.  Satan
leviate the distress of his vietims, (2)
Nin is s It is in Christian lands, by Clris-
tian  people, that charitiecs are founded and
maintained, The miseries of the sinmer’s life:
(1) Degradation ; (2) Enslavement ; (3) Need ;
(4 Helplessness,

17. Came to himself, Il had been living to
Satung now his better sense again tries to rule,
The first step toward salvation is to realize the
wretchedness of sin.  Hired servants. (4) The
lowmblest saint is happier than the highest sinner.
Enough and to spare, (5) Those look for noth-
ing who labor Jor God. 1 perish.  (6) Even in
this life sin gives but a barven, wunsatisfying vecom-
pense ; and what of the life to come 2 The first mo-
tive which prompts the sinner to repentane
sometimes the lowest one, the pressure of necessity,
(1) Any motive is worthy that leads to the abandon-

o s

ment of sin and the search after God,

18, I will arise and go. Tt ix u great, good
decd to forma good resolution 3 it is a greater, bet-
ter deed to carry it out.  Put all your good resolu-

tions into action at once. It is vetter to make o
good resolution and break it than not to make a
good resolution,  But why make it and break it ¢
One prompt step out on the road of virtue will lead
to countless others and give you a healthful impe-
tus toward goodness. 1 have sinned against
heaven. *lleaven ” stands for the God of
heaven, the goodness of our Futher who is in heaven.
He had sinned aguinst Providence, aguinst e
revelation, and every appearance of good. It was
well for him to acknowledge this first of ali, (8)
Nothing so well becomes the sinner as humble confes-
sion.  But the words may mean, I have sinned as
high as heaven.” Before thee. e hud greatly
wronged his futher, and felt that he must direetly
confess the wrong he had done.

19. Nomore worthy to be called thy son.
(9) One of the tkens of true repentance is deep
consciousness of wnworthiness, — Well saild Mr.
Moody, repentance is right about face,

20. To his father. It should read “ towurd his
futher,” His futher did not let him come to him,
t him a great way off, 1lis loving cyes
had w v watched for his bad boy’s return. Had
compassion. Churacteristic of God and the god-
like man.  Ram.  (10) God hastens to meel the ye-
pentant sinuer.  Fell on his neck. Like a true
orientul, who never hides his emotion.  Kissed

him. Over and over aguin,  Professor Wright
phrases ity * He rained Kisses upon him,”

21. The son said. He begins o wournful
confession which was too profoundly felt to be ever
torgotten, but he was eut short by his father's de-

ion,
father said. ** When the fur
M says D, Cayler, ¢ he

monstrative affe

22, But t
away wande
found six things: a father, a home, 0 welcome,
ring, a feast, and u son Bring forth the best
robe. The long embroidered robe which was worn
by all Jews of quality.  Put a ring on his
hand. A tokenof dignity and power,  Poor men
in the Eust do not wear rings, Shoes on his
feet, The shoes were really sandals,  This, too,
was symbolical.  Shoes were worn only by freemen.,

eame b

never by slaves,  The sinner saved is after all not
a hived servant,  He is received as a loving son, and
is serviee heneeforth is a serv!
he fatted calf. Reserved for an oeca-
sion of feasting.  Kill it In the warm climate
of the East meat must be eaten very soon after being
killed.  Eat, and be merry, Christ often rep-
resents his religion by the figure of u feast, never
by that of w funeral.  Flesh food isa luxury in the
Orient, and the eating of it is often accompanied hy
noisy demonstration, such as wine drinking would
produce at the present time.

24. Dead. Deathis afigure of unrepented sin,
Alive again,  (11) Tvue life beging when the sin-
nery dead in trespasses, is awakened to life again by

of love,

the voice of righteo 1sness,
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Verse 11. A certain man had

Rome

two sons,
commentutors immediately turn them into
Jews and Gentiles, "Phe interpretations of this
beautitul and pathetie parable, which hus been
called * the Gospel within the Gospel,
to such views ure very ingenious and very instruct-
ive; but the sober truth is, there is Lo ground at
all in the parable itself, nor in the context, nor in
the circumstunces under which it was spoken, for
such an interpretation, Further, there is no reason
why this purable should have been ealled the para-
ble of the Prodigal Son, Repentunce is as murked
in the charucter of (he returning son as is his
prodigality, and we might with equal corre ness,
and wish more suggestiveness of the blessed truth
taught by it, call it the parable of the Repentant
orof the Buckslider, Verses one and two show the
oceasion,  This man, suid the Pharisees, receiveth
sinners,  Then Jesus Justified his merey and love

hy using two parables, the Lost Sheep and this |

parable of the Prodigul, Jews and Gentiles, as such,
have nothing to do with this parable, It is the
Gospel of humanity, and is intended priy ily toset
forth the love of God for every human being, To
our thought, then, the younger son represents the
world"s publicuns and sinners i the elder son stands
for the Pharisces of thut day and
are self-vighteous and *purn the
adjustable
partieular interest on the Part of heaven, of which
« + o that
for the

all days who
rowd,” us un-

to higher living and unworthy of any

they elaim the monopoly,
falleth to me.  7This
generosity of his futher

nis not askin
he is with wrong intent
lemanding, aceording o law, what belonged to 5im
(Deut., 21, 17),
love lies low as 4 motive,
from God, his Futher,

Where law predominates as a foree
Mun alicnates himself
indin thisself-relianee makes
imself in plan and rurpose independent of Go
This was the original sin in Eden, attempted in-
lependence of God And he divided, The
futherlets him have Lis own way.  Iis heart is es-
tranged, his affections are elsew here, and to compel

himto remain would be worse than for him to learn |

by experience the folly of
God is the

his sin. The service of
edom of love, Tle who serves God
mustserve him with willing mind, Our heavenly
Father wants sons, not slaves,
13. Not many s after, Tle does not put

lis purpose into immediate exeeution, Few people
do. e remaing awhile at home, but the secret de-
st is in his heart and it will soon make itself vis-
Men do not heeome bad suddenly, The
vicked deed has its roots i the past, and they have
been silently grow ing in strength, and then some
e act reveals all. Wasted his substance.
Free from vestraint, sinking from liberty to licen-
tiousness, all that he left home with was squandered.
Spiritually, man apart from God dissipates his ener-

according |

gies, and wastes his powers and life forees in the
things that can never sati y him or recompense him
for the outlay. * For what shall it profiv a man, if
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul?"

14. Aud when he had spent all, |,
knows not what the future has instore for him, and
so he continues his riotous living until a crisis is
reached, The midnight is coming, the cry will be
heard at the unexpeeted, unprepured hour, the lamp
will be out, the oil gone. He began to be in
want. Tehimself, as well us those with him, bes
gan to feel the need of ussistance, The want did
not come suddenly, but gradually it erept toward
him and finally ingulfed him, There arose a
mighty famine, [« want was the resultof his
own act, The famine was the outeome of the work-
ingsof Providence, It comes at the time when he
has spent all and hunger and wretehedness sture
him in the fuce. The soul that bankrupts itself in
lawless living finds itself slipping yot lower down,
when the ordinury graces and gifts
drawn and the man is made to
in which he stan,

of God are with
the awful need
But the famine was God's
messenger,

15. Joined himself to a citizen,
Was not naturalized in that far county

This son
He was no
citizen of' it, and his allying himself
there marks another

with a citizen
step in his degradation, e
who commits sin is the servant of sin. - Muan uses
the world for selfishness, and by a mysterious law
the very things he delighted in and made to sepv,
o oo to feed
Jew this was the vilest

him become lis masters, nt
swine. In the eyes of the
oceupation,  Here, then, is anothe step downward
Sutan never leaves a man wher lie finds him,  To
the profoundest depths of ignmmiu_\ he dr; him,
andd blasts his memory when he has ruined his soul

16. He would fain have fille with
the h S e was glad to eat the husks, the beans
of the carob tree, not to satisty his hunger, which
they could not, In his
(onfessions Augustine suys the soul was made for
God, and nothing but God can sutisfy it.  And no
man gave nnto him. That is, no o gave him
anything better. He did not need that any one
should give him the husks—he had those but food
suitable, that was wanting, and hunger could not, he
appeased.  The condition of the poor prodigal is

but to allay his eraving,

now as low as it can go.  He was a son, he is now
aservant; would not love his father or he guided
by him, he now serves in misery a master : would
not remain in the father's house, he
among swine in the fields ; he who ate the hread of
comfort now cats the fudder of brutes,
gone from God,

17. When he came to himself, Siu par-
takes of the nature of mental aberration.  Hired

now labors

Se man
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servants, . They bore the same relation to his
futher that he did to the citizen, the owner of the
swine.  DBut it makes some difference whose serv-
ants we are, whether of sin orof’ righteousness,

I8, I will avise,
dition, memory of what he had been and what he
had lost, impel Lim to return. And will say
unto him, Father. Buck of all his thoughts
and alienations he still feels that the father is still
futher, In this sweet word which Jesus puts in
the mouth of the prodigal he shows as it had never

Hunger, surroundings, con-

been shown the close velation between God and
his erring children,  If men did not even in their
wanderings have some confidence in the unchange-
ableness of God’s fatherly nature, they would not,
for they could not, return to him. I have
sinned. T'rue repentance may he known by hum
ble eonfession.  Where there is no confession there
<un be no repentance, for there is nothing felt to re-
pent of,  Following confession is humility,

19. Am no more worthy,
pust failure, realization of unknown weakness,

Consciousness of

makes one truly humble and sparing of promises,
doubtful of ability, and desirous of obseurity. Self-
1 automatic landation are self-con-
demned indueements to eonfidence,  Henee, the
penitent prodigal will say, Make me as one of
thy hired servants. No denund is made for
the position he forfeited.

20. A great way ofl. Jesus was a wondertul
artist,  With one touch which appeals to the hu-
man heart he shows the yearning love of the

advertising

father ever watehing for his son, and with a
father's heart recognizing his son a long way off,
The father's joy is excessive. e put on his re-
turned son every symbol of honor,

24. For this my son was dead. Deud to
him, to home, to filial love. And is alive
again. Restored to all he left.  And they bes
gan to be merry. In verse 6 the shepherd re-
joices over the reseued sheep s in verse 9 the wom-
an ealls her neighbors § here the father calls the
servants to share in the joy of his heart, and Jesus
tells us the angels rejoice when the sinner returns
from wandering.

Thoughts for Young People,
God Shows His Love to Sinners.

V. By revealing himsel/ as a Father., Men re-
gard their Creator with awe and their Judge with
fear, but their Futher with love ; and we love God
beeanse he first loved us,

2. By his forbearance, No prodigal Percan youth
ever showed such ingratitude, selfishmess, and re-
bellion toward his earthly father as most of us
have shown toward God: and no earthly relative
was ever half so lenient as he.

3. By hixbounty. Far more than ** our portion
of goods™ has been given us,  Think of the peren-

|

| group of ma

i death of his futher,

nial munificence of Providence ** while we were

yet sinners

44 By lix patience in waiting for our return from
the * far country.” Ile is the eternal ** Lover of
my soul.”

o Dy his eagerness to save, 1l longs to pardon
even the **ehief of sinners,” .

. By his spivitual blessings, lavished upon all
who turn toward him.  Feasts and robes and rings
are but faint types of his welcome given to the re-
turning penitent even in this world, and the de-
lightg of heaven ** do not yet appear,”

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

The division of' the property appears not to
have been impossible, as it is in India among
Hindus, where the famly is a corporation—all the
property being held by the oldest father of the
ed sons, There it is customary for
men of the family to wander far from home to sc-
cure employment, but they send of their savings
ta the corporation treasury, and, if they are sick,
return home—all the families descended from one
father being of right participants in the undivided
estate, It is not even divided at death, as the
oldest futher inherits the entire property to be
held for the cooperative group of fumilies.  Under
Jewish law the son had no legal vight to ask for a
division of the property while the father was still
livings then they might choose to divide or not,
share and share alike, among the sons, the oldest
son having double that of the others,  If thesetwo
of the parable were all the sons, then the younger
would be entitled to one third of the estate at the
Now, he eould not get more
than an estimated equity, for the servant, houses,
and lands do not appear to lhuve been touched,
Whether the father gave him any prineipal, oronly
his portion of the revenue or income, scarcely
seems determinable, as there is apparently no law
nor eustom to found his elaim on that he got any-

| thing except what would have acerued to him to

live on if he had remained at home.

The carob tree, known as St. John's bread, is a
box-horn, related to the locust tree, one species
having pods like the locusts, which furnishes
but a slight amount of coarse nutriment, eaten only
by poorest people in great extremity and some-
times, for want of better food, given to cattle and
liogs. The fuct of its being fed to these, however,
shows the searcity which the famine had superin
duced. The Syrine version of the gospels speaks
of it as “the food of beasts,” R. Simeon hen
Jochai and his son, when hid in a eave for fear of
the king, are reputed by legend to have been sup
ported by the miracle of the ereation of a carob
tree for them.

The weleome of the returning son was eelebrated
with o meat feast, Solid meat is rarely eaten in
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Syria, beet’ seldom under any cf In
summer mutton is searce, g
all that is eaten in many loe: onths at a
time. This cannot be kept to render it tender,
henee it is stewed or boiled while the ecarc i
still warm. The Bedouins, who rarc ly
other

ix
te meat
casion, on the arrival of o ghest

to honor, kill a shee
goat, the wealthiest, however,

on any
whom they des lamb, or
only u ing a
calf, the entire animal being cooked
great iron pot.  When cooked the Jjoints appear

whole, bat, being boiled to tenderness,

at onee in o

are easily
pulled into shreds with thumb and forefingers, that
being the manner of partaking of it
The essential meaning of this lesson is ¢ ompassed
ina proverb after an Eastern formula, thus: “1Ifqa
man draw near to God an inehy, God will draw
* Who appre

uear to him an ell; " op, ches me a

span, to him do |y * huste an ell; and who
comes 1o meet

leaps.”

me, to him do I muke haste in

By Way of Hlustration,
Verses 11-17,

sinful son wes still a son.

Let us notice that the

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANN 7R,

The sheep which the |

shepherd sought was not a gout or a wolfy 1t was |

lost, but it still belonged
sought it heeanse it was his own,
the woman lost was not a counterfeit; it was still
a coin bearing the image of the king, and though
lost belonged in o very real sense to the worman

who sought it, and she souglt it 1 canse it was |y

1l wits not an alien, horn outsic

the futher's liouse and reseucd and adopted; he
was a son before he left the futher's house, and to
the he still remained Al
souls are mine, sath the Lord." The sinner is
He is not a child of the devil whom God
is endeavoring to lure aw

own. The prodi

futher “my son”

God's,

and give to him a fietitious relation to himself.
We may be bad sons, but we
W. E. Barton.

Verses 22-24,

are still his sons,—

The love of God, The narriage
of an English noble to an American hciress brings
1o joy to the great court of heaven. The winning
of kingdoms and erowns is of small aceount in the
heavenly world.  But let the vilest, humblest,
poorest sinner repent of his sin, and at once there
ix jubilee in glory, while angels and archangels
and all the host of heaven Jjoin in the oratorios of
Joy.—Talmage,

The story is told of a yYoung woman in Scotland
who left her home and beeame an outeast in G
gow.  Her mother sought her far and wide, but in
vain, - At lust she eaused her picture to be hung
upon the walls of the Midnight Mission rooms
where abandoned women resorted,  Many gave
red by the

tht picture a passing glance, One liy I
It is the same dear face that looked down

picture,

to the shepherd, and he |
The coin which |

ay from his own paternity |

[
I

]
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She hus not forgotten
v sinning child, or her picture would
never have hung upon walls.  The lips
*Come home ; 1 for-

The poor girl sunk
luughter, The sight
of her mother's face hud broken her heart.  Take
the picture of a loving Father into the places of
viee, show

upon her in her ehildhood,
nor east off h
those
seetmed to open and w liisper,
give youand love you still,”

down,  She waus the pre

him as forgiving and loving still, and
the wanderers will @tuin.— Mooy,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Make a brief * word picture,”. .. . Make sure
that peculiur phrases and ull and cus-
toms " alluded to are fully understood ; ** portion

" munnel

of goods,” “living,” “y fur country,"
* swine ' trobe, iy o

feeding,’ )
Hutted calf,” “men Kkissing," et «+.. This lesson

shoes,”
is 5o fruitful of thought that we are in danger of
attempting to teach too much,  Choose a simple
to it, and you will secure

the presented in
any of the fol-
20 The way

1) The joy
four steps of the sinner:

outline and keep elose
the best results, Ty
“Thoughts for Young People,
lowing: L (1) The niisery of
of salvation ; The me
of for AL The
(1) Selfishness: (2) Ingratitude; (3
from God; (4) Worldly pleasure,  The touy steps
of repentance: (1) Thinking ; (3)
Secking ; (4) ( onfessing.  The four privileges of
the penitent: (1) Welcome: (2 Pardon ) Honor;
UL Draw out the elements of repent-

line

sing
of God ;
giveness, .,

Separation

(2) Resolving;

(4) Joy..
anee, tl und the attributes
of God illustrated by this parable.. .. Additional

practical lesson 1) The root of sin is alienation

privileges of salvation,

of the heart from God ; (2
the (@) underst nding, (4) the affeetion, (¢) the will ;
(8) The pardoned sinner s restored to the full
meusure of his first estate,

True repeniance affeets

Before the Class,

Inasmuch as Jesus seems to }
parable primarily inst the Pha
typifies in the elder rother),
fense for loving sinners,

¢ spoken this
secs (whom he
and as his own de-
let us strive to arouse in
our scholars’ minds a love like his for lost souls
and a superiority to the Pharisuie, elder-brother
spirit, touching incider tally upon our own lost,
prodigal state, and our Father's welcoming love,
Who likes to read a good story?  Don't you
enjoy reading about some one who did a good,
noble deed, like rescuing somebody from ruin?
You want it to end happily ¢ Listen, then, while
Ltell you the story that Jesus told in to-day’s les-
son—one of the most beautiful stories in all litera-
ture.  Hold up your hand if 1 make mistake.
| Tell, graphically hut briefly, in your own words,
including the incident of the clder brother, ]




—— e S

228 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Now, whom did Jesus mean by “ the futher’ in
the story?! G Who is the prodigal # The
sinner.  That includes us, doesn't it?  Yes: we

hav

all run away from our loving Father's house

into sin, I hope we have never done any of the |

dreadful things this young man did; but then, |

you know, what is dreadful to one person scems
all right to another. [Ilustrate.| And when our
in

eyes are opened, so that we s as God sces
it, we come to ourselves just # the prodi
and find oursclves clad in rags of self-rightcous-

ness, feeding with swine on the husks of worldly

pleasure. Then we turn and seek our Futher's
house, and he welcomes us in all our misery, as
this father did. People call that being converted,
Wouldn’t it be a happy time if every prodigal were
to come home ! IHave you come home ¢

But a great many sinners arc prodigals still,
Some are nearly or quite as bad as that young

man.  Can a person continue in sin of any kind
and not show the effects of it sooner or later? 1
als indulge in, 1t

know one sin that muny prod
makes the fuce red, takes away a man’s sense,
money, good clothes, character, happiness, the
happiness of his dear ones, his hope of heaven, and
finally brings him to the grave of a ! Butall
sin leads to unhappiness,  Did you ever get into

serious trouble through your own wron
When a man commits sin and gets into trouble
“Rerved

and disgrace, what do some people

him right.”  Yes; 1 have heard people say, ¢
any help or sympathy from
own fault.” Is that the way

man needn't expee
me; it was ail

God treats us! How did Jesus feel toward sin-
ners?  This is the way it looks to me: If the man
had been innocent and the trouble came, we should
all pity him g how much more when e has the
trouble and the sin too! Do we need to g

for his sin or pass it over lightly ¢ Does (
ways remove the penalty, even when le forgives
¢ Noi but he loves him,

ler brother is the man who says,

the prodi
Now, th

8erves him right.”  As far as he detests the sins

of the prodigal he is right. But when he objects
to the father's weleome, do you agree with him or
with the father?

What shall the peacer
even more blessed to b
than man and man ¢ Would you have been willing
out and bring that prodigal back to his futher ¢

called 2 Is it not
man and God

10 g

w let us, for a minute, hold a committec meet
ing and decide what we can do this week to help
to come buck to his Father's

some poor prod
house.  Who will be with us if we try to work for
him ¢

References.
Freeman. Ver. 12: Division of property, 779.
Ver. 15: Swine fe Ver. 20: Men kiss-
ing, 38, Ver. 22: 8

|
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Blackboard.

LOST.
THE SON. | j 7
wlLLFUL. ‘ SELFISH.
ASTEFUL, | \INFUL,
ANTING. | YUFFERING.

LosT THROUGH

USTFUL | ILLFUL
IVING. ! ANDERING

" Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die."

FOUND.

THE SON’S | MY
EMEMBRANCE ENITENCE
HEPENTANCE P AND
ETURN RAYER
BRINGS
RESTORATION
TO ALL
PRIVILEGES OF SONSHIP.

" There is joy« .+ over one sinner that repenteth,"’

OPTIONAL HYMNS
No. 1.

Jesus is tender]
Why do you wait ?
Just as Tam,
I was a wanderi
Rescue the peris
No. 2.
Hear thon my prayer,
Saviour, I come to thee,
Come, every soul,
I'm kneeling at the door,
Like the prodigal,
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somewh
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No. 248,
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A. D, 30.)
GOLDEN TE
Authorized Ver .
Luke 16. 19-31, [ Commit to memory verses |
25, 26,
[Read the chupter, Luke 16.]
19 There was a certain rich man, which was

clothed in purple und fine linen, and fared sumptu- |

ously every day :

20 And there was a certain beggar named Laz'a
rus, which was luid at his gate, tull of sores, |
21 And desiving to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the vieh man’s tuble : morcover

the dogs came and licked his sores,

22 And it came to puss, that the beggar dicd,
and was @ by the wm i
bosom : the rich man also died, and was buried ;

23 And in_hell he lifted up his eyes, heing
torments, and secth A'bra-ham afur off, und Lu
rus in his bosom,

24 And he cried and suid, Father A'bra-ham,
have merey on me, and send La a-rus, that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water. and cool my
tongue § for I am tormented in this flame,

25 But A'bra-ham said, Son, remember that
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things,
and likewise Laz a-rus evil things: "but now he is
comforted, and thou art tormented,

26 And besides all this, )
there is u great gulf fixed: so that they which
would pass from henee to you eannot 5 neither can
they puss to us, that would come from thence,

27 Then he said, 1 pray thee therefore, father,

between us and you

that thou wouldest send him to my futher's louse ; |
that he may testify | *

28 For I have five brethren ;
unto them, lest they also come
torment,

29 A'bra-ham saith unto him, They have Mo'ses
and the prophets ; let them hear themm,

30 And he xaid, Nul\', futher A'bra-ham :
one went unto them from the
pent.

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Mo'-
ses and the I]»rnl-ln-u, neither will they be per-
ruaded, though one rose from the dead,

into this place of

but if
dead, they will re-

TL A. D. 30 (probably). ENVIRON«
MENT.—This parable was uttered by our Lord
somewhere in Perea, during his last journey to Je-
rusalem. It isgiven only by Luke.

HOME READINGS,

The Rich Man and Lazarus. Luke 16, 19-31,
u. Dangerous ease. Amos 6, 1-8,
. Unsafe trusting, Luke 12, 1

. Wealth without goodness. Eee

** Love not the world.,” 1 John 9, &-

i ure in heaven, Mutt,

The eternal reward, Mutt,

ex. 6.

LESSON HYMNS,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

LESSON IV, THE RICH MAN
« Yecannot serve God and mam

cls into A'bra-ham's |

No. 248, New Canadian Hymnal,

Give me the wings of faith to rise,
Within the veil, and see,
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AND LAZARUS,
pn.  Luke 16
Revised Ver

there

ne
Now was a certain rvich

was clothed

mun, and he
and fine linen, furing
sumptuonsly
mmed  Luz

every and a certuin heggar
us was laid at Lis gute, full of
sores, and desiring to be fed with the erumbs that
tell from the rieh muan's table; yea, even the
2 dogs cume and licked his sores, And it came
s and that he was

curried away by the angels into A'bra-hy

1o puss, that the begear dic
Vs
bosom s and the rich man also died, and was
And in Hades e lifted up his eyes,
leing in torments, and secth A'bra-ham afar
off, und Laz'a-rus in his bosom, And he eried
und said, Father A'bra-ham, have merey on
me, and send Laz'u-rus, that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water, und cool my tongue ;

25 for Lam in anguish in this flume.  But A’bra-
haum said, Son, remember that thou in thy life-
time receivedst thy good things, und Luz'u-rus

1 Tike manner evil things : but now hiere e is

i comforted, and thou art in anguish,  And be-
side all this, between us and you there is a
wreat gulf fixed, that they
from lence to you may

which would pass
not be able, and thut
to us, And
uther, that the

woullest send him to my futher's house ; for |
have five brethren 3 that e may testify unto
e of tor-
um saith, They have Mo'ses
let them hear them, And
he said, Nay, father A'bra-ham : but if one 'y
to them from the dead, tl y will repent.  And
he said unto him, 1f they hear not Mo'ses and
the prophets, neither will they be persuuded, if
one rise from the dead.

T none may cross over from thence
he said, I pray thee theretore,

them, lest they ulso come into this pl
20 ment. But A'bra-
and the prophets;

0. 235, New Canadian Hymnal,

Who are these arrayed in white,
Brighter than the noon-day sun?

No. 243, New Canadian Hymnal,
Sitting by the gateway of a palace fair,
Once a child of God was left to die.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. Our Lord’s View of a Palace, v. 19-21,
What class in antiquity was robed in purple
Was it sinful to live, like the rich man, a life of

banquets ?

Were there many beggars in the ¢

Why was this one liid at the rich man's gate ¢

For what portion of the rich man's food did Laz-
arus hunger?

1cient Orient 2
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What horrible incident aggravated the pains of | 2. A mun's choice determines his character, not
¥

his uleeration and hunger?

What does Jesus say of the rich¢ (Matt,
19. 24.)
2. Our Lord’s View of Hell, v

When the beggar died what beeame of his soul ¢

Why do you suppose nothing is said about his
funeral ¢

When the rich man died what became of his
body ?

Why do you suppose nothing is said about his
escort into the invisible world ¢

By what phase did the Jews deseribe the happy
condition of the blessed ¥

What is meant by the word * hell”" in the New
Testament ?

‘What was the condition of the rich man in the
other world ¢

Where did he see Abraham and Lazarus ¢

What relationship to Abrahwn did hie elaim ?

On what errand did he ask that Luazarus might
be sent ?

Did this request indicate arrogance, or was it a
pitiful ery for merey ¢

What may we infer concerning retribution after
death from this narrative ?

Did Abraham recognize the sonship of the rich
man ¢

How will memory affect us in the future life ?

What four ominous words in Matt. 6. 2 illustrate |

? .

Verse !
What did the rieh man choose during his life-
time ?

Was Le punished in the other world because he
had been rich hiere, or beeause he was self-cen
tered ¢

Was Lazarus rewarded because he had been a
beggar in this life, or beeause he had used its pain-
ful diseipline to make his charaeter better?

What does the impassable great gulf mean ?

What lesson had the rich man now to learn?
(Gorpen Texr.)

3. Our Lord’s View of the Human Heart,
v. 27-81,

What inference may be drawn from the request
of the 27th and 28th verses?

Why did Abraham refuse this request ?

Would you not suppose that men who neglect
Bible warnings would be made serious by the ap-
pearance of a warning ghost

What was Abraham’s final response ?

Who now speaks to us from theskies #  (Heb. 1.
39

What does God command us to dot (Luke
9. 85.)

Practical Teachings.

1. Death is not a **sleep and a forgetting.” No
interval of unconsciousness on the part of cither
Lazarus or the rich man is intimated,

his chances, Even without the *“law and the
prophets” un unenlightened heathen may choose
that which is good, and his blind gropings after
virtue will be regarded by God. But law,
prophets, Gospel, and ghostly warnings, all added
together, will not of themselves alter the conduet
of the man whose evil heart has chosen evil.

3. Better Potter’s Field und a convoy of angels
than a pompous funeral and fiery torments,
Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That we cannot serve God and mammeon ?

2, That there is no path from hell to heaven ¢

3. That the Bible is God's final warning to men?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Verses 19-21.

19, Whom did the rich man represent?  Iow
s his great wealth indieated

20. What words are used to show how helpless
Euzarus wus ?
2. Verses 22«26,
What was meant by * Abraham’s bosom ¢
How are men divided after death ?

24, Which is the only prayer to suints men-
tioned in the Bible? Was it answered ?

25, Will there be memor,
What are the * good thing:

i. Why is the gulf ealled ¢ great ¢

« Verses 27-31.

28, What led him to ask for a message to his
brethren ¢ What did the request imply ?

21, How has it been proved that the return of
people from the other world would not lead people
to repent ?

in the life to come ¢
** of the rich man ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

Our gifts and possessions are to be used for God
and our fellows, There will be terrible changes
in the next world.  We cannot hide our reul con-
dition from God. Sins of omission will condemn
many. The evil and the good will be sepurated
hereafter. It is not more light we need, but an
eye tosee and a heart to love. Our last chance
comes in this life,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What did this story Jesus told teach ?

Who was the rich man, and how did he live?

What does ** Dives "™mean ? A rich man.

What does the name of the beggar mean? The
help of God.

What do you know about the beggar?

Why ought the rich man to have helped him?
Because he needed help.

Why did he pass the poor man by ?

Where did Lazarus go when he died ?

Wh
ber of
the op
fuvorit
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in this
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beyone
after tl
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Where did the rich man go?
What mude the difference ¢

What did Dives see one day ¢

What did he ask ¢

Why could he not get help ¢

What spirit do we carry into the ne:

xt life ¢

. Tne Saven Herearren,
1. His Privilege. (uriicd by the angels, v,
Shall gather together 5is clect,  Matt, 2
We shall all be changed. 1 Cor, 15, 51,
2. His Fellowship,  /uto

v. 22,

II. Tue Lost Coxp 0N,
1. Consciousness, /s /ifted up his eyes, v, 94
There shall be weeping. Luke 13,
The fire is not quenclied, Mark 9

28,

While proceeding on his Pere
ber of Pharisces who rejected with disdain Lis te
the opinions of earth were not the stand
fuvorites there, and that the despised h
tain of the eternal world, and bids his re
in this life and the life to come,
was still in Perea, Conjecturally we may loca
beyond Jordan, late in December, A, D, 29
after the parable of the prodigal son,

Verse 19. A certain rich man.
The rich men of America are known by name
even to schoolboys, It is the poor whose names
ure unknown in the world’s conversation, But
God has other standurds, and writes some poor
men’s names in the roll books of heaven, where
carthly riches do not count. This man is often
called Dives, ut that is simply the Latin word for
farich man.”  Clothed i purplé and fine
linen. In the Orient a man's social rank, and
wenerally also his trade, is shown by his dress,
The uniform black garments of Europe and Amer-
iea, which make many a hungry poor man look as
respectable” g g millionaire, are unknown in
that land of color and shadow,

48 much of his wealth as he ean on his person,
and in ancient times often ran through a whole
gumut of color to show forth his wealth, Unos-
tentatious wealth is unknown in the Orient, Pur-

Unnamed,

A rieh man car-

ries

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Abraham’s bosom,

Shall T know even gs. -am known, 1 Cor
13. 12,
So shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Thess
4. 17.
3. His Happiness, 77 i comforted. v, 95,
God shall wipe away all tears.  Rev, 91, 4,
Eternal weight of glory. 2 Cor, 4,

achings concerning worldliness,
ard of Leaven,
¥ prove the honored ones hereafter, the Lord lifts the
vilers look upon the contrast of the
It was now about three months before
ite the historieal setting of this parable
) or early in Januar

| Questions to Think About,
Do you like to keep your good things to your-
self'?
Do you ever give away something you want to
keep?

How much did Jesus give up for your sake

LESSON OUTLINE,
The Saved and the Lost,

2. Misery.

L am tormented, v, 24,
"he smoke of their torment, Rev. 14, 11,
Tribulation and anguish. Rom., 2, 9,
4. Separation. 1 great gulf fived, v, v,

From the presence of the Lord.

2 Thess, 1
Depart from me, ye cursed,

Matt. 25, 41,

L Tue Way or Savy ATION,
1. Kuowledge, Moses and the prophets. v, 29
Search the Seriptures. ...eternal life, John

5. 39,

)

2 Heeding. Lot them hear them, v, o0,

Seek ye the Lord,

Isa, 55, ¥,
Repent ye and believe, Mark 1. i5.,
L Faithe 2 posuaded.

"
/ 4. Repentance. They will repent. v, 30
I Believed Moses.,

«oobelieved me,  John 5

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

an journey Jesus was on one o

ausion brought into contaet with
Christ d
To show that the most eny ied her

“num-
lured that
are not the

cur-
rich man and Luzarus, botly

the erucitixion, und our Lord

uear Bethabary,

y A D, 80, It was uttered not long

ple robes were the sign of highest rank, There
was a famous purple dye, made from u Syrian scu-
shell, which was of almost inealeulable value, but
is now lost. Dr, M., R, Vincent says that under
the term purple were included three distinot and
very beautiful colors ; adeep viole

t, a deep scarlet,
and a deep blue,

The first two were much in de-
mand as dyes of wool,
the inner garment.

flax that grew on the

Fine linen was used for
It was made from a sort of
banks of the Nile, was as soft
s wilk, and could be woven so fine as to he prac-
ticably transparent. This Egyptian fine linen is
also of wonderful costliness, Fared sumptue
ously every day, With wine and song, miove-
ment and color, luxuries for the

palate, the car,
and the eye,

he made his whole life one prolonged
banquet. How he uequired his riches we are 1101
told, and it would hLave no bearing on the moral
of this story,
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20. A certain beggar. Literally, o poor |
man,  Lazarus. The same name as Eleazar,
whieh means * God-is-the-helper.” This is the only |
instance of a personal name in all our Lord’s par-
ables, (1) Even the poorest of saints ix known by
name to the Saciour. Was laid at his gate,
We infer that he was too feeble to limp the
had to be borne. The word translated **luid
would better be *thrown,” left carclessly there
The gates in the East are almost constantly in-
The rich man could not pass

fested by begg
from his business to his domestie luxuries without
the presence of a beggar. (2) So throughout the
world, the rich and the poor meet face to face, Full
of sores. This is to be contrasted with the
sumptuous fare of the rich man. Hard as times
are oceasionully, and desperate as is the condition
of many in our land constantly, it still remains
true that by comparison we do not know in Amer-
ica and western Europe what poverty is. The
famished condition of hundreds of thousands of
people in the Orient no pen can write, They do
not know, from one end of their lives to the other,
u day when they are better off than the prodigal
son in the far country. Acorns and earob pods
and pinches of barley are luxuries to them. And
such poverty tends dircetly to puinful uleerations.
21. Desir Hungering, but not recciving.
Crumbs. We make fine bread, so fine that the
delicate and dainty might leave the erust and cat
the soft portion; there was, on the other hand, a
bread made in the ancient Orient of which the
crust was the better portion. The inside was
doughy and tough, but the erust was delicate in
flavor and erisp in texture. It was this soft,
doughy part which the luxurious wiped their
fingers on and threw away, that Lazarus desired,
Moreover. Butcven, The dogs. The owner-
less, hungry dogs of Eustern cities are the only
scavengers, They are detested by every one, and
would not have been tolerated by Lazarus if he had
had physical strength to drive them away. Licked
his sores. There is no indication of tenderness
on their part, and the licking aggravated and did
not alleviate his sufferings, It should be added
that in the Eastall the garbage and remains are
thrown out into the street after every banquet.
22. The beggar died. To him death was a
happy release. Was carried. 1lis death was
not the end, but the beginning of life. (3) Zhe real
life is that of the spirit, which death cannot kill,
His soul was carried, * How shall we bury you,
Socrates 7" said Phiedon to the dying philosopher,
*Just as you please,” said Soerates, “*if you can
catch me.”” By the angels. * This" says Dr,
Plumptre, *“is in accord with the popular Jewish
belief.  Either good angels in generl, or the
special guardian angels of the righteous, took on
them this office.”  Abraham?’s bosom. A pop-

heavenly state,  Abraluin was the futher of the
faithtul, and he was supposed under God to *do
the honors of heaven,”  When orientals thought
of the dinner table the picture that eame up to
them was of friendly people reclining side by side
very near to cach other: almost ** spoon fushion,”
as we might say.  The man who thus reclined ut

the banquet table of heaven next to Abraham

| would be the most honored guest—the one who

lay in Abraham’s bosom, Those who have en
tered into heaven would also be there.  The rich
man also died. (4) Not all the gold in Cali-
Jornia can buy off death. Was burieds And
doubtless his funeral was suitably pompous, but
(3) It is of more importance what hecomes of one's
spirit than what becomes of one's body.
23. Hell. ‘ Hades.” The invisible world
re, in the belief of the Jews, the spirits of dead
men lived without their bodies; but they are sep
arated, the righteous from the wicked. Lifted
up hiseyes, The spirit is represented as having
similar senses to those enjoyed and suffered on
cuth, Being in torments, Suffering, Seeth
Abraham afar off. At we know not what
listance, amid the delights of heaven, Lazarus
his bosom. The wretched beggar of carth
wiis now in the very heart of the heavenly hanquet
24. He cried, Shouted out so that his voice
could soar over the great gulf, or elusm, betweer
the two groups,  Father Abraham. By birtl
this rich man, like Lazarus also, was a son of
Abraham, and this was equivalent to modern chureh
membership, It fixed close relations with God
and his people. A quaint old English writer no
tices thut the rieh man is quite willing to suy
 Father Abraham,” but even in his ** torments
he does not say “ Brother Lazarus.” (8) % Zhere are
many even in hell that call Abraham father.” Send
Lazarus. It is casy to fancy that even in hell
this man thought of himself as better than the
beggur who used to lie helpless at his gate, but
that thought comes from the nineteenth century
and from our surroundings. Christ our Lord pie-
tures him as being concentrated in his attention
upon Abraham and Lazarus, and he asks that the
only one of the two whoeould leave the banquet
should come to his relief. Cool my tongune. His
request for a few drops of water tfrom Lazarus's
finger tips is as moderate as had been the desire of
Luzarus for the broken pieces of bread. * The

relief for his tongue, which had been gratified by
dainties, This hints at the close conneetion with
sin and its punishment,”"— Riddle. 1 am tore
mented. [ am suffering pain.  In this lame.
The anguish or remorse which comes when th

conscious sinner is brought into the presence of
the holiness of God, which is a8 a consuming fire,

ular phrase among the Jews to indicate the

the nerves of the mortal body.

man who had lived so luxuriously now speaks of

is as intolerable as the touch of eurthly flame is to
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26. Abraham said., ¢ temptation is to
fut iuto this parable thoughts which may be cor-
veet enough, but which are yot deducible from this
text. Itix well to notice also what Abraham did
not suy—he did not rebuke the rich man for pray-
ing to him, for instunce.  Som, Acknowledging
the relationship on which the poor rich man builds
his hopes. Remember, (7) On
dang much of the joy and mueh of the pain of eter-
wity. Thow in thy lifetime receivedst thy
=ood things, The thought goes mueh further
than that he mercly got good thing The mean-
ing is rather that he lived in those good things ;
thut his horizon was sensuous; that he did not
care for spiritunl life, Lazarus evil things,
He had in a true sense chosen puins on eurth
the price of heav. nly joy Not that the offer ¢
was made to him to ehoose bet
and comfort and
that choice had been given him it would have been
lis duty to ehoose the better of the two, hut he
evidently had lived a spiritual life, and the stor
shows that that was accompanied by temporal mis-
adventure of the niost painful sort,

memory will

ver
ween a life of wealth

heaven comes God’s opportunity to right the w rong,

26. Besides all this,
“Quest unjust, it is impracticable,
great gulf fixed.

acter ix permanent,

Not only is thy re-
There is a

Neither ca
There is no hint of g purgatos

they pass.
s & progression, or
an eternal hope; but we again caution our teach-
<rs and seholars against re garding this parable as o
portraiture of the actual conditions in the eternal
world. Throughout the story we are in the region
of symbolic imagery.

27,28, Send him to my father’s house.
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| the dead,
a life of poverty and puin, If |
| fuilure to repent as heing the reason of his

So now in |

A chasm, u canyon, (8) Char- |

|
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Perhaps from o burning desire to save others—per-
haps ina weak attempt to uccuse God of not having
given him enough opportunity. Five brethren.
If the story throws any light on eonditions in the
cternal world, then we are to gather from this thut
there is mueh solicitude and love m the part of
the depurted ones for those they have left on
curth,  Testify, Tell them what he had seen
of their brother,

20. Moses and the prophets. Sufficicut
to warn a heedful man from wicked self-indul-
geuce, (9) But how much elearer light have rwe
with the New Testament in addition to the Old ?

30, Nay. The unhappy man thinks he knows
his brothers better than Abralam himself. From

This thought is the same we all have,
ssive would be the words of a ghost
spoken to us—if such a thing could
Will repents  The vich man here reco

How impr
really be,

rizes his
being in
the place of torment.

31, If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, The Seriptures are sufficient for sul
vation.  Neither will they be persuaded.
(10) Zhey who spurn God's word would sneer at o
voice from the grave. The raising of Lazarus of
Bethany was u singular confirmation of this state-
ment. * An apparition from the dead,” suys D,
Trumbull, ¢ might frighten men, but it would not
change their natures nor eause them to think less
of self and its gratification.” (11) Infidelity and
humble Jaithin God are produced in most instane: oy
uot by outward civreumstances, but by a man’s own do-
(12) Zhere are fow men who have not within
handy veach all means necessary to secure their sal-
vation,

clsion,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 19. A certain rich man. This is a
purable of contrasts, riches and poverty, feasting
and hunger, rich clothing and fine company,
nukedness and dogs, heaven and hell, Note that
against this wan no flagrant xin charged,
Purple and fine linen. Beautiful combination
of colors and ricliness of material, The purple
dye was obtained from u se shellfish, and the
small quantity produced by each fish made it very
costly. The fine linen was the Egyptian byssus,
It wus of exeeeding  whiteness and very soft,
Such was his clothing, Fared samptuously,
Cheered his heart, enjoyed himself every day in a
sumptuous manner,

20. A certain beggar, Literally, a certain
poorman. Named Lazarus, That is, Elenzer,
** God-is-help.”  Thiis i the only instanee where
name is given to g charncter in any of the
Was laid.
acty perhaps

21, Desi

is

bles, Had been laid as 4 eustom ry

to be feds  Was wishing to be

fed with the “ seraps," says Bloomfield, * whicl,
chanced to be sent from the table.,”  Dogs came
o o licked. This is not said to show the min-
istry of the dogs, but the cruel neglect of the man
ut whose gate the poor mun lay. His wretched-
ness might move the compassion of a dog, but it
could not touch the heart of the self-indulgent
mun. - Whether a dumb brate may have more hy-
manity in him than a human being depends upon
the human,

22. The beggar died,

tributed to neglect,

His death is to be gt-
This neglect is chargeable to
the rich man, who had the means and the opportu-
nity to relieve him.  Abraham’s bosom. 1y
ish thought the general rec eptacle for the holy
ones, where the patriarehs rest in peaee and joy,
The angels bear the soul of the outeast,
'wear to the company of the blessed in the cternal
home. Richman . . . ied, . . . was bure
ieds What a keen sense of the ises and power
of langunge our Lord Contrast the

endless

possessed !




him. In hell he continues to discount the same

the patient.  The discases which ultimate in sores
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i , g
angels carrying Lazarus to heaven and the empty { word, but wants other means resorted to than the "
! pomp of the rich man’s funeral, he going to Hades, | power of the vruth attentively considered, i
: . . i
23. In hell. Lazarus and the rich man are | 31, If they hear mot. The moral nature is ta
i both in the invisible spirit world, which is divided | clunged by moral truth. And not only will they “
ito two regions, with un impassable gulf between, | not repent as the rich man imagined, but they A
24. Send Lazarus, So ingrained in the soul | will not even be persuaded. Unless there is P
of the rich man was his conecit of the inferiority | disposition tor the truth, miracles will not chunge s
| of Lazarus that even in hell his inbomn cgotism | the heart. The rich man lost his soul because he
expresses itself.  On carth he would not go to Laz- | loved this present world und negleeted his fellow-
I arus.  He now craves Lazarus be sent to him. | man, and he neglected him because he had neg
| Dip the tip of his finger water, Such | lected God and God’s word.
ix the depth< to which he has sunk—sumptuous — po
i dining yesterduy, begging for a drop of water to- Thoughts for Young People. i
i day! Tormented in this flame. Spirit-suf- On the Future Life. wi
fering can only be expressed under physieal forms, X n \
! gl g y o VRS gL 1« There is a life beyond the grave, both for the b
What Gehenna is no tongue can tell. 1f we say | , 5
| e 4 just and the unjust. (Verse 22.) J
our Lord spoke in figures and there may be - A % PRIIR
| : 4 & 3 " 2. The future life will be one of individual con- to
It nothing corresponding, we trifle with terrible sivios exlabisiog At o Moatl ibility. (Verses T
|‘ realities, for a figure must be the figure of some- ":' u‘l';) ’ - * T 8 "
1 thing, and the thing figured is always more than | “ =% . =P " -
i the :éure : L ki 3. The future life will have its own stundards the
i ¥ . § o erly different fi
1 25. Remember. What a man leaves at death ind principles of J'unlgmmt, utterly different from ny
= , : those of earth, (Verse 23.) are
is the material, e takes all that has entered into p . . & ol e
e Ak 4, The future life will have distinctions bused, ane
' his life. Hence he eannot blot out what he has 3 i £o% 4
t s ta not on social or hereditary or financial differences, sha
known. Memory lives, and remembering is the %
¢ g but on charazter only, (Verse 24.) No
agony of hell’s agony., Thy good things. $ W g e o &
" : . A . 5. The future life will have distinctions which mel
i The things he had placed before him as the high- | b * 94 A
fid est good and which were good to him, Evil | “'° cternal between suint and sinner.  (Verse 26.) ing
. B e RI , 6. The future life will have knowledge, com- ther
things. Eternal justice cannot continue carthly H % : KON
g . e ; « 1 | punionship, communion hetween souls of kindred
conditions in the xpirit world, beewuse the unfeel- | » I
3 ) 4 4 313 character.  (Verses 23-25,
ing would feel the need of comfort; conditions | s s s’ L & - thee
ahaiio 7. The future life wiil have pains and penalties it
change, O
[ ) ‘ f s AT e ‘
26. Great gulf fixed. Right ix right and 'l"l'l\f:'\(“]”((\]: l‘"“"‘r ')'"') vainly strive to free them able
wrong is wrong.  The distinetion between them iy | SOV (Yerse =) lie 1
I 3 govn + § 8. The future life will depend upon the use
not arbitrary. It is grounded in the eter con= hieh i oot x life of th Aol
stitution of things, und cannot be otherwise unless “'tl'" ' I; "l"“ ¥ “:}"r“c"’!l ife of the opportu- 1%
e es of salvation, rses 2
the moral nature of God ean be other than it is, | MHes o salvation.  (Verses 29-31.) A
The moral difference is fixed, always was and v B I
always will be.  In this verse we also see that the Orientalisms of the Lesson. inimg
moral states or conditions in the other world ure Herodotus deseribes a eustom of the Babylonians to e
80 separated that passage from one to the other is | thus: ¢ They have no physicians, but when a wan ofit ';
impossible.  Hell is eternul, and * eternal hope™ | is ill they lay him in the publie square, and the whor
is eternal despair, pussers-by come to him; and if they have ever had and 5
27, in this verse we sce the dreadful effect of | this discuse themselves, or have known anyone oy
a consciousness of being lost manifesting itself. | who has suffered from it, they give him adviee, und kN th
The appeal that Lazarus be sent to his father’s | no one is allowed to puss the sick man in silence, fuithf
house arises not from love for those left on carth, | without asking him what his ailment is Van world
but from u deep sense of resentment ngainst God, | Lennep xays that this is so far the praetice of the fo-w
for it i as if the rich man had said, “ If T had been | East still that a poor sick man may have to swal- sung
warned T would not have been here, and T am ! low adifferent drog every half hour, and drugs are “,,I,]‘i
therefore wrongly punished.”  And yet, us Alford | cheap and so abundant that they become a chief work
thinks, sympathy may be felt by a lost soul. artiele of export, as witness the variety of speci- dusth
29. They have Moses and the prophets, | mens exhibited in the various World’s Expositions. 2y ar
The rich man had them also, und therefore waox | He says anyone ean practice medicine without e
warned, and so he could not impugn the justica of | warrant or diplonua, and the doctor and the dervish 1¥pe o
God, ‘ with drugs and delusions travel about from city to Ay
30. Nay, ... butifone. .. from the dead. | city, making bargains at the bedside of the sick te it not
On carth this man had no regard for God’s word. | eure them for a stipulated sum, of which they wet % 1iva
Moses and the prophets had no influence with ' as mueh as they ean in advance, and then abandon . Tu

Chri
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are numicrous.  An imperceptible sand fills the
air of Kgypt, vermin ubound, the wateris too dirty
o use for cleansing sores, whether of eyes or
wounds or eruptions of the skin,  Skin diseases
and those which develop in sores ure often men-
tioned in the course of Hebrew histor,
wurse which God sent to punish the people,

By Way or Hlustration,

Verse19.  No wan can tell whether he is rich or
poor by turning to his ledger, It is the heart that
makes aman rich.  He is rich or poor according to
what he is, not according to what he has,—
Deecher,

It were no bud comparison to liken ni
to camels and mules,

e rich men

India purple and gems upon their backs, attended,
too, by a long line of servants as a safeguard on
their way.  Soon they come to their evening halt-
g place, and forthwith their precious burdens
are tuken from their backs, and they, now wearied
and stripped of their lading and their retinue of
sluves, show nothing but livid marks of stripes,
8o also those who glitter in gold and purple r
ment, when the evening of life comes, have noth-
ing to show but the wounds of sin impressed upon
them by the evil use of riches,—s¢, Augustine,

Verses 20 and 21, Luther suid onee, *“ I thank
thee, O God, that thou hast mude me a poor man
ontheearth ! When the eleetor sent him a valu-
uble present, he begged him to sen
ard that he should be numbered
among those whose portion is in this world,

1 no more, fi
lie began to be g

Verse “Where is hell #* asked a seoffer,
* Anywhere outside of heaven,” was the answer,

Verses 24-31, Dives is not charged with open
immorality, All that is implied is, that he failed
to employ his riches us God's trustee for the ben-
efit of his fellow-men and for the glory of him to
whom they belonged, He kept them to Limself
and spent them simply and only on his own en-
joxment.  The beggar that sat negleeted at his gace
is the little feature which indieates his great un-
fuithfulness. He did no more for the outlying
world than he did for the poor diseased Lazarus,
He was like the ludy of whom Thomas Hood has
sing, whose large wealth might have relieved the
world’s suffering, but who never thought of such
work until when, in her dream eonfronted with
death, she saw the blind, the erippled, and the hun-
ary and homeless and fumished and naked whom
~lie might have helpedand did not.  Dives was
v pe of those to whom it shall he said, * Inasmuch
as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did
it not to me,”  And the lesson of his history is that
1o live for one's self'is to lose one's self.—Dr, W,
M. Taylor,

Christ depicts the divergence of characters hy
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| adrop of water,
often as a |
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the “great gulf.”  Character in
enduring than ever burin has truced upon hurdest
stecl. It lusts,  Death does not modify it. Dives
finds it natural to usks the once beggar to bring him
He wishes Lazarus to #o back to
wurn his brothers, In e ery movement of the scene
he regards Lazarus as inferior still.  The same con-
ceitis manifest in each new delineation of his char-
acter.  The “ great gulf™ begun on earth. Between
the two there had been nothing in common. I«
this fact not daily evident? Is therenot a gulf be-
tween the libertine and the virtuous, between the
drunkard and the clean man, the murderer and
his innocent vietim, People walk our very streets,
touching clbows, who are further apart thun New
Yerk and London, The gulf begins with sin,— 2,
0. Mears,

an engraving more

Before the Class,

The lessons which may be drawn frbm this par-
uble are almost as numerous as the questions
which it will be sure to provoke. We will do
well, however, to take for granted, as Jesus did,
the future state of rewards and punishments, the
impassable gulf, the sufficieney of the Seriptures,
and other fruitful topies, and concentrate attention
upon the lesson that selfish worldliness has no
place in the kingdom of heaven, and is inexeus-
able,

What is the inside of a rich man’s house like ¢
Tell us about it. Do you know any rieh men?
What are some of the Pleasures of riches? Arc all
rieh men bad?  [Talk about one or two Christian
men of wealth known to the class.]  And yot the
Seriptures are full of warnings about the danger ot
riches, It is casier, Jesus says, for a nel; ete,
What does Paul Kay is a root of all evil? No
money, but the love of money.  And yet, if we
have money, we love it, don’t we? How rich
will you have to be before You will love money ?
Love it now, do you? Take care; you are in
danger,

There are two dangers in loving money, The
first is this:  You eannot love money und love
God too.  What does the Golden Text say ¢
Mammon was the Syrian god of riches, Repent
the first commandment.  Could God sy it any
more plainly than that? The other danger is the
one that this parable tells about: You
love money and love your neighbor too,
we say those words together,

Now for the parable. Tell about the rich man.
Docs it say that he was wicked ? No; he was
just rich and selfish, and never did anything ‘or
poor Lazarus, except to let the servants throw out
the crumbs to him. Does it say  Lazarus was
good? He was a devout dew, of cource, or he
would not have gone to heaven: but all the par-
able says is that he was a sick beggar st the rieh

cannot
Suppose
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Vs gatg,  There were no hospitals then ; they
we a product of Christianity. [In older classes
ruy w word for organized charity.  Giving alms at
the door may not be u test of one’s true chavity
uow ; but it was then, |

By and by they both died. I suppose the rich
mun had a big funeral, Where did they got
Both went to ** hell,” or Hades, the place of de-
purted spirits, good and bad; Dives was in the
place of torment, on the other side of the great
gulfor chasm. The Jews called heaven ** Abra-

' [Go over the dialogue to end of

ham’s bosom.,”
lesson. |

Now, what was Dives—that means the rich
man—sent into torment for?  Not for being rich 3
we saw that before. Not for being happy, any
more than Lazarus was rewarded for being miser-

able.  Ile went there because he reccived his |

good things and kept them for himself, What
should he have done? But perhaps he knew no
better—what does Abraham say about that? Who
is our it Prophet? Where does he tell us
those will who *did it not unto the least of
these?”  Does that warning & to us?  Yes;
that is the lesson of this purable: You cannot be a
Christiun and be selfish too,

What cun we do with our money to show that
we have taken the warning?  Who needs to b
helped T How about the heathen—are they worse
off thun Luzarus was?  What shall we do this
week ¢

The Teachers’ Meeting.
State the purposc of this wble....A word
picture of the seene on earth
sion ; Luzarus at the doorstep....Then two other

1e rich man’s man-

word-pietures : Lazarus in the eternal state: the
rich man in his eternul state....Show what was
his condition ; why it was his condition....How
we my escape hell and enter heaven.... What in
ference concerning the future life we may draw
from this story.... What it teaches to be our per-
sonal duty : (1) Love to man ¢
tunity ; (3) Thought of the future; (4) Belic
Seripture ; (5) Obedience to God’s word.. .. 8pe

Use of ppor

applieation on the use of all privileges
tunitics, .., Additional Practieal T

decisions of etern are irreversible ) Our pres-
ent life determines the character and surroundings
of our eternul life uls, preserve their indi
viduality in the world to come

is given suflicient light to cuide him in the way of

To every man

sulvation,

References.

Freemas. : Disposition of erumbs

S 23: Position at table, 814, Ver,
Moses and the prophets,” 834,
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OPTIONAL HYMN+,
No. 1,
Weeping will not suve me,
My Jesns, as thou wilt,
e leadeth me
Safe in the arms of Jesus
ord, T eare not for riches

No. 2.
Whenever trials press my soul,

he Lord he is my strength,
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I am safe in the Rock,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS' DEPARTMENT.

The Aim of the Concert Exercise,
BY MRS, 0118 ATWOOD,

“SueNpayschool concerts—arethey improving ?

This question is asked not only by the editor of
the Sunday School Superintendent, but by many
friends of children everywhere,

The monthly concerts of the past, with their
Seripture readings, chorus singing, and addresses,
have given place to the four stated observances :
Easter, Children’s Day (often combined with An-
niversary), Harvest Concert, and Christmas.,

It remains to decide the important question
coneerning their improvement,

Let us ask: What is our aim in preparing a
concert service ¥ What is our thought as we look
forward to the work it involves, the time and
strength it may require ¥

Are we asking, ns a teacher was heard to in-
quive, for “something novel, bright, and spark
ling?” or do we reverently seek for wisdom, guid
ance, and the spirit of the Master as we draw
nigh to the festival, and remember that the chil-
dren look to us to inspive them with its meaning,
and that our Father will hold us responsible for
the impressions that shall remain upon the plastic
minds,

If we
ment, bring

‘e to prepare a “show off " entertain-
s forward the brightest and most
confident of our pupils, then is our time expended
in vain, our children receive no spiritual good,
and the andience may as well have spent their
time at any secular place of amusement. Far
better the concert of the past !

There are teachers who consider the prepara-
tion for a concert us wasted time. Indeed, it is
s0if we look upon it in that light ; but if we re-
alize what its influence may be upon our pupils’
lives through ifs teachings, then it becomes a
message from Christ, and we who bear the mes-
sage cannot esteem the honor too highly, asking
ever that the gift of the Holy Spirit may guide us
to teach the truth aright,

We must first select material—a very simple
one might say, with the shelves of our pub-
lishing houses filled with exercises adapted to
cach festal day.  We need to choose wisely, and
not only from these, for the earnest teacher has
beci watehful al! the vear for the best thoughts
uron the subj The pages 5+ our choice maga

thing,

zines and our favorite poets, with many a cutting

from the daily papers, have constantly added to

our treasures.  Also let child voices tell the
whole Bible story—Ilearned, not read.

Let Bible selections form a prominent part of
the exercises,

Do not plan too long a service. An hour and a
quarter is as long as the children should be held
or the audience will care to listen,

The selection of the children is an important
matter.  Surely the bright and attractive pupils
should have their part, but remember the dull
and uninteresting, They may answer a question
or recite one line, and he made happy for weeks,
because they have besn “in a concert™ as the
*other children " were,

Have many children and short parts; thus
| more lives and more homes are r hed, and
more blessing is the reward,

Never select a nervous or s nsitive child, and
| let no mother urge upon such a child the delights

of “speaking in a concert,” as is wo often done,
even by the promise of a gift,

We are now ready for rehearsals, which (save
the singing, yet taking but a few minutes longer
than the usual time) should never be permitted
during the sessions of the school. In so far as
this is done we believe the influence is harmful.
Let nothing interfere with the teaching of that
hour.  Concerts are important and have their
honored place, but they should be supplemental,

At the first meeting teach the children that they
have come to prepare for their part in the coming
service for Jesus; that the Saviour accepts their
love and praise. If we keep this thought before
our boys and girls, think you not it will largely
counteract the admiration of unwise friends ¥

Can a little heart be turned by flattery who
firmly believes, “ This is my part for Jesus, and all
I do or say or sing is for his glory 2

Aim for thoroughness in teaching, many times
repeated, for a child learns easily and lorgets
quickly.  How many Bible words and poetie

truths are implanted in child-minds to bless all

their lives, because learned so faithfully for a

Sunday school concert !

Aim that these rehearsal hours shall be seasons
when you “enter in” to the life of your pupils,

Notice how they linger after the study hour;
| how they groun about you, rejoicing in the froe-




——

isf

dom from resteaint. They tuik of the \'Iblllillg!
coneert, their school, home, and play.  Watch, |
teacher! Now is your golden opportunity! In |
many Sundays, in many visits to their homes, you i
may not know their true selves as to-day, as they |
unconsciously reveal to you their thoughts, char. |
acters, and needs. ‘

Doubtless the important question will be asked, |
“What shall 1T wear?™ “My mother wants to
know if I shall wear white ¥ "

By all means encourage simplicity in dress,
An elaborate costume at a Sunday school concert
is a mistake in the mother, injurious to the child,
and harmful in its influence,

If possible, let the last two rehearsals be in the
audience room of the church, that the pupils may
know their places, both in the pews and upon the
platform,

Who has not been annoyed at the lack of Sy8e
tem and order in many a child service, simply be-
eause little was expected of children and their
disregard of church rules was considered charm-
ing?

Shall we forget it is the children's service for
Jesus? and surely he approved of things done
“decently and in order.”

It is well that the pastor or superintendent
should speak to the children and impress the
truths of the hour upon the hearts of the parents
yet a short, practical talk is better than a long
address. Nothing of a stiff, formal ¢l cter
required. Let the address be bright as well as
brief.  Much that is useful and interesting can be |
packed in a short speech. Many who ravely en-
ter the church portal have come to hear their
child friend, and it has proved God’s opportunity
to lead their hearts to himself.

Dear fellow-worker, let us raise the standard
of our concert services ! Spiritualize them ! conse-
crate them ! and above all else, let us make them
occasions when we shall obey the Master's word,

“Feed my lambs !
———ero———
Gaining the Attention of Children.
BY MARY CHISHOLM FOSTER,
Purt I

Te it be true that to do a permanent work for
a child his memory must be impressed, and that |

this depends principally upon the power of atten- | i

tion, we are bent upon finding the best method of
gaining this,
How may we doit? When does a little ¢hild
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begin to give attention? Numerous records of
child study state that from the second month 10
the second year attention to objects and then to
the sensation of hearing is common to all healthy
childven.  We are assured of the tonching anl
beautiful truths that * the first ohject vecognize
is the mother’s face ;™ “the first conscious smile
is given to the mother;” “the smile of tie
parents is distinguished very early in life from
that of strangers.”  These statements, which te!]
us that visual impressions precede those of the
other senses, lead to another fact, which is, that
memory becomes noticeably strong by the end of
the first year, and in the third year, frequently,
child gives expression to his mental images 1e-
vealing the strength of this faculty,

Mr. Durwin's boy at a little past three years re-
peated many incidents which had oceurred nearly
six months before,

Now it is often at about this time that the little
child" leaves the home nest and the home mother
to come for one hour in the week, or for many
hours, to the garden children and the gurden
mother,

Each in her turn, and both harmoniously, will
develop the spivitual life,

Education has begun alveady (it begins at bivtl,
if it des not, indeed, antedate that event), but it
is necessary that the mother, the primary Sunday
school teacher, and the kindergartner be familin
with the best methods of giving instruction.

A terse question by a leading psychologist is,
“Which of the senses furnishes the most vivid
and lasting memory images ¥ Ile then, in an-
swering his question, shows that at first impulse
preeminence is given to sight, but he decides witl
other writers that  the muscular sense is of para
mount importance in acquiring knowledge
free definition of this term * muscular sen
that it refers to the sense of feeling or touch and
is the work done by the hand of the child, The
practical value of this idea to the Sunday school
teacher is that she may introduce the principle
of self-activity into her work and allow the chil-
dren to illustrate the lesson, vemembering always
that the fundamental muscles of the child's handi
should be developed bLefore the accessory ones,
and it is better, therefore, to do work with ma-
terials most easily handled. For instance, a piece
of chalk is better for the child’s use than a pencil
, though the latter is better than a large worste!
needle, which is better than a sewing needle,

Upon the same principle, we know that a Prang
eylinder of four inches in length is better for
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handling in the beginning of a study
thun is a small one-and-one-half-inch ¢

of form
linder—
Just as a child ean grasp a cane more casily than
e can a pen handle,

It is better, for these
small children the large forms
matevials which ave easily handled,
outlining with erayon pencils or chalk is bett
than using a small pencil or needle, Few
for sewing should be given to childven, and the
pricking they should not be allowed t Much
vare i8 given to children's eye:

1=0ns, 1o give to very
nd and other
Drawing and
or

cards

o do.
3 more than for-
merly, we are told, but yet gre
possible,

ater improvement is

I was told recently by a physician that in Bos.

‘,
f
l
|

ton thivty-three per cent of the school ¢
wear glasses,

Therefore, while we teach largely through the
wusculur sense, we must furnish material for the
free and broadest development of tlie
hand muscle

fundamental

The psychie life of ehildren is bound up with
movement, for childven are full of action; hence
the opinion of the best authorities of to-day is
summed up in the statement that, “If children
are to develop, they must do; for they remember
than what
This is true in our adult life
d are they
It was in harmony
with this that Froebel said, * Doing is better than

what they do a thousand times better
is shown to them,”
also, and in the Book we read, “ Bless

that do his commandmen

knowing,” and we all believe it

S
The Catechism in Primary Classes.
BY JOSEPHINE 1.

BALDWIN,

Trrre is a pavagraph in the Discipline which
suys: “It shall be the duty of our ministers to
enforee faithfully upon parents and Sunday schiool
teachers the great importance of instructing chil-
dven in the doctrines and duties of our holy re-
ligion; to see that our Catechisms be used as
extensively as possible in our Sunday schools
and  families; and to preach to the children,
md  eatechise them publicly in the Sunday
schools and at public meetings appointed for that
purpose,”

So far as my experience in Sunday school work

all that velates to the Catechism in the above
statement is a dead letter, and I believe this to re-
veal a fatal defeet in denominational education,
This is not intended as an arraignment of the
preachers, for the whole trend of Sunday school
teaching is away from the old memoriter methods

w0

of hard drilling on the Catechism and Bible
verses, and toward pictorial stories and a gener-
ally much more interesting line, in which we may
be in some danger of carrying the childven to the
. ," but which enables
us to make Sunday a day to look forward to rather
than to be dre:

a delight to the

skies “on flowery beds of eqs
led, and makes the word of God
little ones

Rtll, is it not true that the Catechism should be
Should we not give the children some
iden of what it means to be a Methodist ¥

taught ¥
Do not,
many children join our Chureh and spend years
in the Sunday school without having

any  dis-

tinet ideas that could be formulated inte words us
to the great foundation truths of the Christian ve-
ligion ¥

It may be asked, “ What has this to do with
the primary department ¥ It has this
with it—that, if the Catechism is to be taught at
all, the childven of
should be thoroughly drilled in it

to do

the  primary department
For six years
I struggled with the problem of how this could he
done without making it, by contrast with the at-
tractive international le sons, a burden to the
sity much that
they cannot comprehend in the language of
even the first Catechism. Last summer [ v

children, since there is of ne

a Wesleyan Methodist school in Harrowgate,

land, and there saw the exact thing accomplished
that 1
Catechism taught in a thorough but interesting

had so long wanted to do—namely, the
\\':I_\.

The room was not very pleasant, there was no
musical instrument or biackboard, it would bhe
rank flattery to call any part of the e r¢ises sing.
ing, and the prayer was rather boisterous than
ent. But the faces of the little ones (all un-
der eight ye

rev
s of age) were animated ; and as
questions we ked hands were raised with o
suddenness that showed perfect preparation,

One question was, “ What is the religion of
Chivist  called 9" * Christianity,”  came
clearly from a tot so small that one would think
she could not possibly master so many syllables at
once.  “Are there any false religions in the
world#™  “There are many false rel ions, and
have been many false teachers ; there is but one
true religion, Chr
Jesus Chris:

Jesus

ianity, and one true teacher,
This answer was given by all the
children together, and by several separately, in a
way that showed they understood it fully.  Then
said the teacher, “1 remember the story of a
time when there was a test hetween the true and

o fulse veligion.”  Instantly a dozen hands were




aised, and then the story of Elijah and the proph-

ots of Baal was drawn from the class, with no er-
ror on their part except a desire to put the bar-
rels of water in before their time.

A question about the ommiscience of God
brought out the story of Gehazi, and when proofs
of Christ’s divinity were ealled for many miracles
were described with marvelous aceuracy and viv-
idness,

Now our Catechism is not just like the one used
by the Wesleyans, but it seems to me that such a
method could be used in our primary classes, il-
lustrating the questions where possible with Bible
stories, teaching one new question and reviewing
each week, and in this way we would lay a firm
foundation of doctrine; for the children will re-
member what they learn in the infant class long
after information acquired later is f b
need not oceupy more than five minutes of the

ssion, generally, and never more than ten; but,
in the interest of conformity to Church Discipline
and of making the foundation strong and firm,
such a supplemental lesson should have a place in

the session of every Methodist primary Sunday |

school elass,

- .
The Church’s Neglect of Child-
hood.

Is it not passing strange that the names of all
good children should be found on gravestones in-
stead of the Church roll?  As though the un-
timely accident or widespread disease that took
them possessed sofe spiritual magic or divine and
redeeming element. Living or dying, the children
are the Lord's, and it is evident that they must
have some place, recognition, and training in the
Lord's Church; and yet for centuries the Church
made no provision for them, her services were
not adapted to them, her folds were not open to
receive them, lier songs were not written for them,
her prayers were unintelligible to them, her sacred
inclosures were deemed too holy to be desecrated
by girlish wirth and boyish playfulness, notwith-
standine that Christ constantly repeated the ad-

monition and cautioned her in unmistakable terms, |

“Take heed that ye despise not one of these little
omes.” Ts there not a possible threatening to.day
that it would be more profitable for us if a mill-
stone were lmn','w] about our necks than that we
should persistin despising these little ones ¥ With
an almost unbounded faith and intense enthusiasm,
we have adapted ovr ingenious methods of Church
enterprise (< reacl: and reclaim the iapse. masses
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[ but what have we done to meet the soul wants
| and to foster the spirvitual interests of the millions
of children intrusted to us? I there not a word
of merited condemnation for us in Mrs. Brown
ing's *Cry of the Children ¥ "—
They look up with their pale and sunken fuces,
And their look is dread to sce,
For you think you see their angels in their places,
With eyes meant for Deity :—
‘ How long,’ they say, * how long, O erucl nation,
Will you stand, to move the world, on g child’s
heart,
Stifle down with a mailed heel its palpitation,
And tread onward to your throne amid the mart 2
Our blood spashes upward, O our tyrants,
Aud your purple shows your path:
But the child’s sob curseth deeper in the silence
That the strong man in his wrath !* "
—Rev. Brian Wibberley.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
SECOND QUARTER.

LESSON L. (April 5.)
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. Luke
24. 1-12.
Gorven Texr. “lle is not here, but is risen ™
(Luke 24. 6).
Primary Notes,
BY MRS, J. Il. POLUEMUS,
One day o little girl ran
homie from school.  She waus
a very little girl; she had
never been much away from
her mother, and this was lier
first day at school.  Whom
did she want to sece right
—— 0wy ! She hurried  inte
the house and looked through room after room.
| butno mamma was to be scen.  How did she feel ¢
Disappointed and almost ready to ery. While
she was trying to make up her mind what to do.
| and feeling pretty sad, she looked up, and therc
stood her big sister, who said, * Why, little girlic,
don't feel so bad.  Mother isn’t here ; she had tos
go out, but slhic left word where you were to meet
her.  Tlow did our little girl feel then? e sor
row was turned into what? Did you ever have
something like this happen to you? Not to find
some one you love and for whom You are looking
is a disappointment ; but what will turn the dis-
| appointment into joy ?

What do we eall to-day ? Easter Sunday always
reminds ns of a disappointment that was turned
into joy.  Who was the dearest friend the dis riples
had? - With whom did they live for three years £
[Print “ Christ.””]  We have only half finished the
story of that life as Luke tells ity but beeause the
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—
‘~|rr|||u brings to us our Ix autiful Easter we must
stop for one Sunday and hear
sorrow that eame to these

Luke's story of the
triends and how it was
turned into joy

Why was it that Jesus Jeft his heavenly home
for this world? We
wonderful words lLe

have been tulking of the
spoke and the deeds he did,
and you know well how
Who ean tell what wus done with Jesus's

Cross,
body after his deuth ? [Give the complete ory
from the erucifixion, as found in Matt. ¢7,

Mark 15. 40-47; Luke 28, 50- John 19, 3
Pieture the sad return to their homes of Jesy
friends, and what a sorrowful duy they had while
waiting for the time when they
the tomb; then repeat the first
When telling of the
stone rolled away, draw the children’s
the picture of a
proper pl

here,” ang

could go back to
verse of Luke 24
and tell the lesson story,
attention to
tomb on the hoard, and, at the
print within the tomb, “ He is not
the right, “ but is risc

What was it turned thesorrow of Christ’s fr

nds
1o joy ? ;

What is it makes Euster such n glud day
Print
word * Christ

for u “The resurrcetion of over the
and expluin th meaning of resur-
reetion.] I Chirist had not risen his work for us
would not have been finjshe 1
power to
10 save
do what
thing eun  be
never shall
but there is something that happens eve

that helps us to know Low sue

eoon and tell how the
rolls himself up and seems perfectly

but beeause he had
rise we know le has rower not only
but that he

bodies 7

our souls has power to

for our How this wonderful
hard to understun|

understand it perfect]

done is :

we

s possible.
caterpillar
dead.)

[Show a

A cocoon was onee found inour yard ; we
ried it fastened to a little branch of
the house and hung it up.  Days and weeks went
hy and the cocoon hung silent and still,
day some one going into the
heard a little noise on the
ing, saw a beautiful butterfly,
dead cocoon, and there was the same caterpillar
who had lived in the
lovely butterfly,

a tree, into

but one
room where it wy

cocoon changed into this
No one knows how God works
stuch a change for the eaterpillar, and no one
liow he ean change
inew body,

knows
us at death so that we rise with
This would never have been if Christ
had not died ma risen, but heenuse Christ js
risen we know that we shall rise, [Print, at right
ot the stone, “ heequsc JTand ¢ we shall rige be-
low the tomb.]
Beeause we know this we are comforted when
var friends die, W think of them as being
changed and made more beantiful than we can im-
1¢, and that one day we
ise Christ died and rose
ingin Lim, we need

shall see them aguin,
again, if we are trust-

not fear to die, becauss we
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at last he died on the |

| not here, but,” white ;

window pane and, look- |
There hung the |

241
| know we are not to lie in the grave, but ure to rise
[ with a new und beautiful body.

L To remind you of this, try this week to muke
buttertly out of a card,
You can,

Thestory of Christ's death alw

and paint it just us niec ly ax

iys makes us sad,
L into joy, and we
*Carols for ister,
bright songs,” ete, (M 8. Kennedy's Special Songs
and Services, page 43,)

but to-day our sorrow is turn

can sing with glad hearts,
14 L4 y

CoLoriNg vonr Brackroarn, Tomb, brown,
brushed over with white ; title, dark red 3 “leis
‘s risen,” white, outlined

with green ; because,” ¢ we shall rise," green,

RS
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Kindergarten Hints,
BY MARY 4, « HISHOLM FOSTER,

KiNberaArres
John 20, 94

Derarryest,  Easter Tesson.
s 1116, 18, 98
GoLpeN Texr, Iy Lim was life  (Jolin 1, 4).

Toly Bible;
ANotes (Drs.

AIs 10 e Kinng RGARTNER,
of Christ (Farrar) s Nlustrative
Hurlbut and Dolierty), pages 106-112 5 God-Man
L. T. Townsend), s 403-400 3 Credo (Dr.
Townsend), pages 119-149,
ATTENTION STORY,

It was o wonder to all the people of Jerusaleny
that Jesus did not «it upon a throne of gold, hut
that was only beeause they did not understand
that he had greate power thun uny king could
have—for all ‘this gre t, beautiful world, all life,
and all time, belong to his ki rdom,  There is n
long story about those people who felt sorry, and
were sure that they would have their own way,
and they really thought that they eould take the
life and'the power of Jesus away. . One day, when
they forgot that he had ulready told them' that he
had power to lay down his life, and he had power
to take it again, they did something which they
said would d him away and they would have
another king,  When he laid down his life beeanse
he loved us so dearly his body was Juid in u pretty
new room of stone, which had a stone door, but he
took up his life again inst as he had told them he
had power to do, and ke gurnrised everylbody and




showed them thut he was the truly great King, with
all power,  Dear children, it is heeause he is the
Ruler of all life that to-day we talk of life and see
his power everywhere, The little brooks dun

of God’s love,  To-duy everybody is thinking of
him who said, * I huve power to lay down my life,
aud I have power to take it again.”  No one else
<ould do that. Do you want to hear how surprised
the people were - People are surprised about it

nd they always will be, for life is so wonder-

o one ean tell what it is,"but we know that |

life and love are every where and all through every-
thing—aull the rest is God's seeret, A womun whose
name was Mury went just before daylight one Sun-
day morning to the little stone room, und she saw

that the door was open.  She ran right off to tell
Peter,  Let me read about it.  [Read John 20, 2-4,
11-16, 18, 25, 31.]

Explain unusunl words : * Runneth,” “saith,"” |

“sepulcher,” “outrun,” ** weeping,” “seckest,”

“ henee,” ** Rabboni.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Attention  Story, Bible lesson, and |

Golden Text,
Monday. Show that the disciples and Mary
wanted to be with Jesus 3 they eould not be happy

away from him after they had learned to love him |

so much, (Verses 2-4,)

Tuesday. Mary's sorrow when she thought that

Jesus had been tauken where she could not find
him. The ungels were Kind to ask her why she
was erying, and she was surprised, perhaps, that
they ** cure but they did, and people find now
that others *eare™ when they feel sad, (Verses

11-14

and that he knew her, und he, too, was sorry to
see her in trouble.  She called him * Master.” 1le
is Master of all sorrow, for with only a word he
i turn it into joy : and his word, his touch, can
bring life everywhere, It is becuise he is King
and Master that the life of all our nature stories
is the beautiful part.  The little dull cocoon feels
his touch and becomes a beautiful butterfly.  The
pussy willow hears<his voice and peeps from the
bare stick, and, by and by, the leaves and blos-
soms follow. (Verses 15, 16, 18,)

Thursday. Most wonderful it was that Jesus
took his life again, and that he lives forever. No
one else ever did ; no one hut God's Son could do
this, ‘Thomas, onc of the disciples, said, *My
Lord and my God!”™ That means that he knew
Jesus as greatest King and Master,  (Verse 28,)

Friday. Jesus did many wonderful things and
they eould not all he written in a book 3 but some
were written down us that we may believe, us
John and Peter and Thomas did, that Christ is the
Son of God,  We have life in his name, (Verse 81,

Narvre Wonrg. Study the development of life
in the pussy willow branches and note the growth

|
Wednesday.  Mary’s joy to find that Jesus lived

BANNER,

sweh day.  Put some branches in water Monduy .
Murk the unfolding and expansion of a lily bud
cach day,  Wateh the downward growth, or root
life, of a tulip or hyaeinth bulb or of a sprig ot
what is known in the country as * Wandering
Jew," or “inch plant.” In such way we tak
1 of curthy but k toward heaven, and grow
ways in our enrthly and in our heavenly life,

Anrr Work,  Get some good picture of the wak-
ening life of early spring and puss it in the cirche
cuch day.

Haxp Wonrk, The Kindergarten children muy
plant peas or beans in prepared soil. They will
remember that these were planted at Enster time,
Soon they will be above the soil,

The Trassmion Crass will sew the Easter lily
upon the eard in white silk or thread,

Sciesee ar Hose wirn Morner,  Talk of
different forms of life in common things. Therc is
beauty and wonder in a plain potato, with its mul
tiplied lite,  One potato will furnish seed for muny
hills, which will develop and produce dozens of
potatoes.  Life is such a foree that even in adark
cellar the potatoes und onjons know that the spring-

| time of bustling life has come, and in their durk
| eorncrs they begin to put forth their sprouts,  Ex-

amine them,

LESSON . (April 12,)

PARABLE OF THE GREAT SUPPER.
Luke 14. 15-24.

Goroex Texr,  ** Come ; for all things are now
ready " (Luke 14.17),

Primary Notes,

s [Hold up an envelope di-
rected to yourself, and ask
what it is.| Did you ever
have aletter 2 How did you
know it was for you, [ one
saw a letter that was ad
dressed in a very strang
way : I'll muke a picture of
it on the board and print to

whom it was addressed, [Muke a lurge envelop
and print * Everybody ™ on it.] That sec

very remarkable way to direeta letter, but the
who did so said there were several people in one
house to whom she wanted to write; so she wrote
one long letter which was meant for everybody
there, and then direeted the envelope in this way.
You see no one could say, * That letter don't belong
to me,” beeause ** everybody ™ meant all who lived
in that house,

[Hold up another letter containing an invitation,
Iere is something that looks like another letter,
but though it is directed like the first one that wa-
shown you, ‘this one has no stamp; that shows it
was not xent how 2 But how did it come to me

it
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it was brought by a messenger,
is different from the other : lot me read it to you,
Open and read un invitation, |
ter 3 what do you cull it ¢ [Pring an invitation,”)
Is it for you? No, Just for me.  Iow many ever
had an invitatior How was it directed ¢ V. ry
seldom an invitation is given takine in everyone

This is not  let-
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The letter inside

who isknown ; usually only afew are invited at o |

time.

To-day 1 want 10 tell You of an invitation that is
for [print * for 1) everybody, It is a beautiful in-
and it says everybody will be weleom toa
How long does it take ¥
The one who gives
this invitation was years in prepari

vitation
beautiful feast, nur marn-
mu to get ready for company ¢
g for the feust,
OFcourse you have guessed that this is o different
Kind of a feast from those we know about,  Jesus
onee told a story ealled a purable to try to make
plain what this feast meant,

One duy the Saviour was invited to tuke supper
1 agreat man's house,  There isn’t time to tell you
of all thut happened at that supper, though it was
so different from ours th You would enjoy he
ing about it.  [Let the sher telly if the hour will
allow, the manner of s rving meals in the days of
Christ and the ineidents oceurring at this supper
(Luke 14, 1-14).)

As Jesus sut at the Pharisee’s table and looked
at the guests, his heart was filled with pity for
them: hie knew they didn’t believe in liim or love
dim ; he thought of the good things his Father wus
preparing for those who should receive lis Son,
and 5o he told them a story that would teach them
a lesson and perhaps make them think what they
He looked around at the tuble with
the tempting food upon it, and said, “ A cortain
AN gave a great supper, [Tell the lesson story,
alittle talk with the children upon the
foolish behavior of those who were first invited,

were doing,

and hav

Now we must try
the feust he meant the
1 tidings” that our

What & ¢ the good

meant by this story.
Gospel, the beautiful
heavenly Father has sent us,
things God has provided for
We ean never finisl, telling all
thut he has preparcd for those who come to Lim,
Show how this f st provides food for mind and
heart By whom did God send the invitation to
ome and enjoy these things? 'le prophets were
the first wha brought it ; listen to Isaiah (I, 55,
1. [Now tell how Godsent his Son with the invi-
tation, and after he had gone back to heaven how
those who Lnd believed in Jesus
itation brought it not only to the Jews, but to
ntiles, and how it is still being given by

God's ehildren to every body

wgiveness,

Love, Peace, ete,

I this invitation for yout What did Jesus say
about children ? (Matt. 19, 14) And for fear some
might fiel left out, listen to these loving words,
(Rev 170 What does the invitation

00

say ¢

[ and,” yellow

and understand what Jesus |

and aceepted the |

| house asked them to have good seats,

| to make a feust or

NNER,

With the remninder of the Golden
Wio *Comet " (Pring
What will you do with the inyi-
tation ¢ Let me wrie a question on the
[Print Wit the
printed befope completing the sentence, |

When you get home take

[Print * Come "
Text

* desus suys,”

below Buys

board,
You ;ll'-'l‘lli and,) *Come "
ashoet of paper, writ
at the top,
reully mean to aceept Christ’s invitut

I will come to Jesus ;" )

Sing * Come to Jesus Just now."”

the date and where you live and ilyou
o, prinb o
write, sign your

nane,

Bracksoarn Covonina, white ;
* Everybody,”
* Will you aeeepy

now ready,”

Envelope,

stump, pink @ postmark, white

blue ; * Jdesus suys,” ¢ Come,’

S for all things  are

blue,

Will
you

accepl
and

COME
INGS are now ready,

;{for all th

Kindergarten Hints,

KiNxvereanrey Deraursenr, T Story of a

reat Supper.  Luke 14, 16-23,
GoLpes Texr,
ady * (Luke 14, 17

S Come s for all things are now
Ains 1o T
11 Zhe
The Pavaholi,

Ovatorio

Kixvercanryen Holy Bible, Luke
(Goehel), pp. 169

7" Clrist (Bruee), pp-

wrables of Jexus
whing
of The
The Earth is my Possession,

demption (Gounod),

ATTENTION STORY
Jexus was interested in the life of ull the people
about himy and he liked to see them careful of ench
other and thonghtful of cach other's comfort, Onee
he was visiting at the hous fa man who had in-
vited other friends also, 1d Jesus was sorry to sce
that those who came wanted the very hesg place«
and thought of themselyes only, Perhaps they did
not care whether others had seats, if they only had
ol ones,
Jesus talked very kindly to them, and said that
they ought not to be so selfish, and that it would he
more polite if they would wait until the man of the
He told
& good thing for them
i party sometimes for the poor
v Tame and blind, as they would be glad to come,
and it would do them good

them, too, that it would he
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Then he told them a story like this : Onee upon |
a time a man made a great supper and invited
very many of his friends to it.” When all was
ready he sent a servant to say so, but the people
were so rude thut they thought they would not ‘go |
into this purty. One man suid that he st go
and look at some land he had bought, and another
suid that he must look at some oxen, und they all
made exeuses,  The man who guve the party "was

r all this : no one wonld ke it,

v, Ro he said : “Then go and bring in

or and lame and blind, that my house may

be filled with people.”  Then they cume from the

lunes and streets and the roads, und down hy the

rows of bushes, 1 hope they had a lovely and

happy time, don’t you t I'he story is heve, |Read
Luke 14. 16-23.]

Explain unusual words : ¢ Certain,” * bidden,”
*yoke,”  teonsent,”  “excuse,”  * maimed,”
* haly” * hedges,” * compel,”

OUTLINE,

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, und
Golden Text.

Monday. Talk of the Kindness of the man to
tuke the trouble to prepare o great supper for his |
friends, and to send word to them that all was
ready. God has made ready for us this hesutiful |
world where we may live, and he has sont Jesus |
into it to show us how to live and how to be
thoughtful for others,

Tuesday. 'The people who were invited thought
of many other things, and did not come to the
house ; but the man was glad to hiave others come,
If we do not care to be polite and Kind to others we

lose much happiness.  Teueh a lesson of consider-
ateness for others

Wednesday. God’s great love lus wiven to us u
world of life and beauty here, and by and by,
when our journey in this world is all done, a hean-
tiful home and a weleome will be all ready for us.

Thursday. Study the thought and word pictures
of the lesson hymn upon the leaflet,  All the dear
children, no matter how poor, lume, blind, or from
whatever countries, are invited to come to him and
toshare all the blessings of his love,  They a1l will
be welcome.  They all are God's ehildren,

Friday. Study the Golden Text,  Let us
“come " and do the right, the true, the helpful
uets always, for all people, and God himself will
help us if we try and iff we obey the words of
Jesus ; for he has said we are to teach and to help
people of all nations. Tt was Jesus himsclf who

gave to us the Golden Rule,

Narvre Wonk. Talk of the countries of the
world wherein live the little children who are to
be told of Jesus's love. They will be glad to
“ come,” and will be ready to obey his words,
Tulk of seas, rivers, lakes, and of all that God has |
done in this world, so that ** all things are now |
ready " and we nmy travel, we may write and send

s |
messages in wonderful ways to mil peopie,

Anr Work. Show a school globe (horrow on
for one lesson at least if' you have not one), and ex
pluin its usefulness of beauty, color, and torm,

Haxp Wonrk.  Muke streets, limes, and high-
ways in the sand table, and with sticks and bloeks
make them upon the Kindergarten tables,

The Transmion Crass may colorthe countries ot
the world upon the card,

Sciesce ar Home wirn Morner.  Read  the
lesson hymn and talk of the little feet in every
home which are walking through this world to the
other and the better life. The older children may
find something about the frozen Greenland and
tulk of explorers and of what they have found.  In-
din’s flowers and heat may be explained and de
seribed  to the little ones,  The sandy  Afri
country and the eustoms of people living there
will interest mothers and children alike.  Talk of
islands. Find them on maps and make them in
your play when out of doors,  Try to have all whe
gre in the home interested in the ehildren’s lesson.

LESSON I (April 19,

THE LOST FOUND. Luke 15. 11-24.

Goroex Texr,  * There ¥ in the presen e
of the angels of God over one sinner that repent-

eth ” (Luke 15, 10,
Primary Notes,

There lived at one time ina
large city a fumily in which
there were a father und mother
and two little boys,  One day

[ toward evening  word  was

that the children wen

You cun hardly think

of the sorrow that was in that home; the motho

was almost erazy from grief, and what do youthink

the father wus doing?  All hie could think of to find

the boys: he went in every direction and had all
the policemen looking for them,

The hours went by while the parents and friends
watehed and waited and sought for the lost ; at lust,
lute in the night, « glad ery was heard ; what was
it? *The boys are found!” und not long after
in they came, What was waiting tor then
* Welcome,” inan 1, at the head of the by
Where was the welecome waiting?  [Uncover or
mauke a doorway with steps, and print within it
“ Home."]

To find anything that we e
lost always makes us glad,  Tell me of some things
you have lost and found. Were you ever lost?
There is one way a person may be lost that perhaps
vou never thought of : when any one stops obey-
g and pleasing God, and fust spends the days in

for and that is

oi
Wi
i
hiow
car
mor
love
his
he w
wou
who
heav
he w
to hi
To
unde
stori
lost,
pictu
rend
4 lost
tell tl
But n
all, ar
cither
[Le
prodig
in ver
glad ¢
beeaus
away |
weleor
Yes, if
story ¢
over tl
the sor
though
when
when v
the con
him,
pented,
on a ste
back to
sorry fo
we will
ceive hi
Who
“The |
for the ]
Futher |
Father *
such peo
in the |
found ¢
when o
The Bib
angels,
Suppos
out of cq



———
doing wrong, we suy such a one is lost; he has
wandered away from God and is lost,  Are there
tany of such lost people in the world ¢ [Picture
how some ure lost through drink, ete.] Does G
carc? More thun you cared for uny lost thing,
more than you cun
loves us so, because he is our Father, and we gre

his children.  Jesus saw many such lost ones s |

he walked up and down Palestine ; he knew th._re
would alway:

who were ever lost in this way to know how the
heavenly Father would sorrow over them, and how
he waus waiting and watehing for them to come back
to himself,

To make the people that gathered around him
understand this, he told one duy three beautiful
stories ; they were all about something that was
lost. The first was ubout o lost shecp. [Show a
picture of a lamb, tell the story in verses 4-6, und
reud the seventh verse, |
« lost piece of money,

be many such, and he wanted all

The sceond was ahout
[Show a picce of silver und

tell the story in verses 8, o, and then read verse 10

But now the third was the most beautiful story of

all, and that which was Tost wis more precious than
cither the slicep or the silver picee,

(Let the teacher, if possible, tell the story of the
prodigal son in the Saviour's own words, as found
in verses 1-24, closing with the tenth verse.] T am
glad every time I read this story that Jesus told it,
because I know then that even jf I have wandered
away from God and sinned against him, he will
Can T he sure of this?
Yes, if T come back the same way as the son in the
story did.  Let us sce how he returned home. [Go
over the story again, showi
the son [print “ The Son * at the foot of the steps]
thought of his father’s house of plenty, and how
when sin brings us into trouble ther

weleome me back to him

comes a day
when we remember God our loving Father, and u]l
the comfort and happiness that is to be had ith
him. Then show how the son in the parable re-
pented, turned, and came home, printing each word
on a step, and show plainly that if we would come
buck to our heavenly Father wo must repent or be
sorry for our sin--we must turn from it—and then
we will come to God with our whole hearts, to re-
ceive his weleome, |

Who weleomed the son in the story? [Print
“ The Father.,”]  Yes, the father lad o weleome
for the lost son [print © For Lost "], and God our
[Pring “ has a ™ ahowe ¢
'] for what kind of lost people? We eqll
such people sinners, [Print ¢ Sinn What was
when he was

Futher has o wel
Father *

in the home of the prodigal son
found ¢

when ong
The Bible

And what is there in the lieavenly home
sinner is sorry for and turns from sin ?
says there is what ?

Joy, mong the

Suppose you muke at home this wec b trumpet

outof cardboard or paper and. print  Joy ** on it

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

imagine, Why ¢ Because he

g how in his trouble |

The |

his father an

———
to remind you of the joy
ners found.  This lesson to-duy

in heaven over lost sin-
tinkes e think
ofwhymn we love tosing, Let us ull sing 1 am

50 glad that our Father in heaven,"

CororiNg kor Bracksoarn, Door and Kleps,
brown ; = Weleome Home, red, outlined with yel
low; “The Futher has ** and * For Lost Sinners,"
green: * The son repeuted,” * turned » + came,”
orunge,

Kindergarten Hints,
Kixeraanrey Dy PARTMENT.  The Lost Found,
Luke 15, 11 153 17-20,
GoLpey
father

Texr.
(Luke 15, 18),

As 10 THE Kixverearrsen, Holy Bible,
Luke 15, 3-8 wrabolie Teaching of Christ (Bruce),
pp. 2% 3 The Parables of Jesus (Goebel), .
200-215; Lectures on Shakespeare (Hudson), vol, ii,

“T will arise and wo to my

| PP 49, 415 Sermons Jor the New Lire (Bushneln),

1 40,415 The /Iun!n/- of the Soul, P 715 solo,
** Love Not the World,» Oratorio, Zhe Prodigal Son
(Sir Arthur Sullivan),

ATTENTION STORY,

Many are the beautiful stories whicl, the greatest
and best Teaclher told to ul] who listenced to his
words, and of these wus one about a futher and hLis
two sor This book does not tell us their names,
but we speak of them us the older son and the
younger son, Perhaps they were good boys and
oved their home, butone of them thought it woul|
be pleasant to go away, far off into another cou-
try § 50 he went to his father one day and said that
he wanted all the things that were hLis, The father
guve them to him, A fow days after that he weny
away, and he was very, very careless about |is
money, and spent it soon.,

Then bread was not lenty in that country, and
he did not have anything to eat. [The fencher
jhay conneet this fuct with'a lesson on Naomi and
bier family having left Bethlehem for that regson. |
e went "to work for man who let hin feed his
pigs in the fiell. Sometimes this <on wus xo hungry
that he would be glad to eat husks, for no mun
gave him fool,

Then lie th

1eht of his comfortable Lome and of

in the house having

all plenty of
bread, and he wished he w as with them,
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The more he thought about the deur howme the
vaore he wanted o go back to ity and one duy he | Father,
e up his mind tat he would go, and he started. |
Do you suppose iis fither let him eome buek ¢
What do vou think £ \Vhat do yousay ¢ Let us | danger of people wanting to lu
see, | Read Luke 15, 11=15; 17-20, | Nothing brings so much trouble into our homes as

Kokl ariusi wordes *Ceptatn, v iflagho | soMixliness and dolng Just wlit we wankto do, not

" Sy s | caring for others, Dwell upon the thought that
*lamine, citizen,

be shown the wuy when we arise to go to «

Science ar Homk wirn Mormner.  Talk of thi
¢ their own wuy

“xubstance,”  * riotous, : 3 §
good comes to the smallest ehild who is glad to

compassion,”
HCPAER what will help others in the fumily.

“ perih, 6

“ Be kind to thy father, for when thouwert youn.
Sanilay. Attoutlon Story, Bible: lasson, and | ., Wholoved theuso foudly s o
: " b | e caught the first uceents that fell from thy tongne,
Golden Text. | i £ 3
| And joined in thine innocent glee.
i
|

OUTLINE

Monday. "The younger son wanted to go where
he conld have his own way and please himself.
He forgou that his father knew better what he
needed than he Knew, but his own way was not the
bewt way, IHis father was kind and Joving, but he

| ** Be kind to thy brother wherever you are;
The love of a brother shall be

An ornament purer and richer by far
Than pearls from the depth of the sea.”

was a restiess boy.,

|

'Imu[ﬂ‘.r/. He went fur away among strangers, ‘ LESSON IV. (April 26.)

aned he did not know enough to save his money, so ‘

he spent it all and had nothing to cat.  How much | THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. Luke
had only stayed at home and obeyed } 16. 19 31.

better iff
his futher !

Wednesday. 1le tricd to carn his living, but he
was hungry. 1 think hie was hungry for home love
well ax for bread, wid he could not forget home.
Thursday. Ve made up his mind to go right
i, Te knew that he had done naughty
things, after thinking naughty thoughts, and he
was stre he must tell his father so and ask him to |
it way to do, |

Gorvex Texr, “ Ye cannot serve God and mam
mon ' (Luke 16, 13).

Primary Notes,

[Tow many ever saw |
or Indin? Do you helis

there are such eountries
What  makes you? llo
many have everscen heave
Do you believe there is suel
a pliee? Why? Thougl
- you have never heen thor
you all believe there is another world.  Who live
| inthis world? Who live inthe other? We w
| going to talk of these two worlds to-day.  Let us
‘ eall the world where we live now, Here [print |, and
the other that we can't sce yet, There [print],
What kind of a world is this one ! [Draw fron

forgive him.  That was the only i
Iways,  Ask
ts, andd come to our d

rwiveness for

is a8 we should «

nighty words s
hieavenly Futher asking his forgiveness,

Friday. Tat us say the Golden Text, and re-
wiember it, The young man’s father saw him com-
ing and felt sorry for him, and ran to meet him,
He gave him o weleome with a kiss, O, ure we
not ','l‘ul we have a dear heavenly Father, who is
Just as glad ax this when he sees that we are sorry
for naughty ways? Whenever we feel sorry let us |

go to our Father,

Narvee Work,  The children may tulk of husks
ux heing somewhat like any old or naughty habit
which we put off. We may put away husks, and y
then il came e new und fruitfl and good nets, | MOHhing to the beauty there, the Joy und gres
Aualyze heans and peas, taking off the: husk or | happiness here are sinall compared to the joy und
jucket, and &how where the life bud fs, Plang | huppiness there, Which is worth most? Can ul}
them, and as the bean comes up you ean sce it put ,“‘h” h\," here one day ]:““' Lcaven for their lion o
off the old and put on the new. llwr‘r i unother part of that other world that is ful!

" . 3 of misery and sorrow, deeper and sadder than iy
Anrr Work. Try to get some good picture repre- * %
+ A, ¥ we know here 3 no one wants to go there, hut if'
senting the return of this son, and have the ehildren 4 ’ '
would be sure of never going there, hut of ene iy
tell what they sce, N \
gy ) entering that heavenly world, who must we ohey

Maxp Work. Lot the kindergarten children | oy [Print * God ™ at bottom of the board.! D
build flat-roofed honses, model bread loaves, and | g1 obey God?  Al! here there are many who ar
draw pietures of husks oheying other masters; some are trying to get all

and then muke them think how sin eame bringins
wickedness and sorrow.] TIn the other world w
call heaven what is found ¥ The beauty here is o

The Transiriox Crass may outline the words | the good times and fun out of thix world they ca
c¢ pleasure their master, forgetting to

upon the lesson eard. It is a prayer that we may ! they mu

the children the beautifal things to be found here.
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——
and serve God. Others have no thought but to
richy, money is their mastc ¥3
are many masters here; are there there ¢
Only one-God,

Jesus called these masters by a hard nume,
printit below HGod,” the one Must v [ Print “ mam-
mon.”] When we have to leave this world what do
you think these masters will do for their servants ¢
Nothing; they will leave them to their
Do you think it would be
mon part of the time here and God partof the time,
and so have all tha seems like a good time liere, and
then tuken to that blessed world over there
where there are Pleasures forever?
suys, Y Ye cannot serve

ot
and ~o you find there
nuny

rn

misery,

possible to serve manm-

be
No, noj Jesus
two musters, Yye
serve God and mammon, [ Finish printing Golden
Text.] unxious that all should know
that this was impossible, and that even if serving
God here should be harder than serving these
niusters, there were comfort and happiness in heaven
to more than repuy for all, e told his disciples n
story to help them to understand,

[Tell the paruble as told iy, Luke 16, 19-99,
telling of the ricl, man, make a large
wall and gate ; pring * riel, man

cunnot

dJesus feit so

When
house with
on the house and
the gate.” Show the children how death
came to both, ending the fine living of the rich man
und the sufferings of Lazarus.] Ilow kind Jesus
was! H«,-_ri\v\u\uIill]r;:lim]-wm(nlhvnlln-r world
and shows us what eame to the two there,
lesson story, verses 23-4L]  What did poor Luzarus
find? Comfort, Do you think it was beeause he had
suffered and been poor here that God gave him com-
fort there? No, It must have been because here he
had served God even in lis trouble and poverty,
What did the rich man find ¢ [Pring ¢ torment.”
Exactly what that means we do not know, only we
are sure that it means suffering that is worse than
weean imagine, It wasn't because the rich man
had had so much here; no, it wus because he had
been serving himself, his own comfort and pleas-
ure, here, and had forgotten God,

Oh! children, this lesson mukes us think very

* Lazarus

curnestly 3 itis a warning to us alw 4ys to remember
that there is unother world than this, thag our life
does not end here, and that if we would go from
this home to the heaye uly home, we must do whut ?
Serve God und be eareful that the good things here
do not make us forget that we ¢ eannot serve God
und mammon,” Try to make a world on puper,
like this [show g model], eut it out und print on it
*“The World [thut means, the things that only be-
long to this world] or Christ, which ¢ Which will
You choose

Bracksoarn Covomiyg, Here™ and “ There,
and Golden Text, white ; house, wall, path, light
brown ; grass on the graves, grecn ; cross and mony-
ment, white; “ rich man » and “ Luzarys,” vel-
low; “ eyil things " and  comfort,”

pink : “good
things " ang + torment,” e,
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other |

[Finish |

| that those who t

! have for helping others,

|
i

| Ye cannot serve THERE

Gop‘,MaAMMON s
HERE

i
COOD THINGS]

@zatps
EVIL THINGS

Kindergarten Hints,
KiNpERGARTEN Dip, RTMENT. The Rich Man and
Lazarus.  Luke 14, 19

GoLnex (T,

21,

“Inasmuch as ye have done it.
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye haye
done it unto me (Murt, 25, 40),

Ansro g Kixvereanren, Holy Bible,John 12,

1-105 The Parables of Jexus (Goehel), pp,
The Parabolic Teacking of Christ (Bruce), pp.
4005 Credo (Dr, L. T, Townsend), p.
Tychology (Jumes or Sully) [read what is suid of
".\lunnry "3 “If God bo for us, who can b
against us?” Oratorio of the Messiak (Handel)
ATTENTION STORY.,

Jesus taught the people that they should e kind
to neighbors us well as o tuthers and mothers qd
brothers and sisters, and that is why he wanted al|
the lume and blind and 001 people to he miad,
happy and comtortable, feverybody obeyed e
Golden Rule which Jesus had given to us ally how
happy all people would be ?

'l'}.i‘ word suys in one place, “ Blessed is he that
considereth the [uwr“ (F

301-370;

salin 41, 1), That mean~
tink about the poorand lielp them

ure happy and peaceful, desus told the people i
Story about a very rich man who wore a leantif
suit of purple cloth, and he had « e foust every
day, but he was so selfish and forgetfu] of others
that he acted worse than the priest and the Leyite
did when they pussed by the sick man on the road
This man stayed in his house enjoying
and right at his gate was aman who
sick, and who wunted some crumhs to ¢
friends came to him except kind dogs, They trie
to be friendly with hin, If' the man in the hous
had helped the sick man, he would have heen hap
picr, and the poor mun would have been mud,
comfortable and happy. too,

Jesus says that if we help anyone, even the poor
est and “ Jeast,” i is just the same s if we do it to
him. - Let us read the Bible verses and then learie
the Golden Text, |Read Luke 16, 19-21,]

Explain unusugal words: ¢ Certain, sumptu-
ously,” “desiring,” « moreover,”

OUTLI

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text,

Monday,

Talk of the o ortunities whiclh wie

sus has taught us that




we should give to others a part of what we have.
If you want to muke your life happy, give away
vour fruit to some little

somie of your toys, or gi
child that has not any. Give to some one else the
penny that you really want,

Zuesday. Perhaps the man in the house had
kept his clothing and moncy and food so long for
himselt’ that he did not like to give away even
crumbs, It is not well for us to keep all we get § it
is vight to share with others.

Wednesday, Talk to-
the aetion of the Good
mun.  Whieh had the happicr heart ¢

Thursday. A pure and good life, helpful to others,
loving God and obeying the words of Jesus, is like
a white lily or a white dove, and those who live such
a life are able to sce God every where and in every-

about the difference in

uaritan and this rich

thing.

Friday. What would we do for Jesus if he were
here? If we do that tor some one ¢lse who is poor
or i
if we do it for him,

Narere Wonk.  Talk of color, especially purple,
and of linen.  How is linen made?  Play spinning
Study the pussy willow

c. he sees our loving service and it is jus

e

games in kindergarten,
branches and other seasonable buds and grasses,

Arr Wonrk (in tone).  Sing of the waking buds,
0, you pussy willow : pretty little thing!™ and
other spring songs,

Haxp Wonk. The ehildren of kindergarten may
outline pussy willow twigs upon their slates, and
may muke with their sticks of different lengths the
letter I, the first in the Golden Text.

The Traxsimios Crass may sew the pieture upon

the lesson d in white silk.

Sciexce ar Home wrrn Morner,  Talk of joy.
What is it?  We all have joy in the springtime.
« A1l nature now rejoices with a thousand happy
voiees.” Joyful, cheerful, helpful people in the
home find it casy to be so outside the home. 1
think that the selfish, forgetful man in the home
we have read about did not have a mammaor little
children there, for they would have given food to
the poor, s man.  The ehildren would have
found him at the gate and been as little Good Samar-

itans to him,

Whisper Songs for April.
/ FIRST LESSON,
Christ has opencd wide the door
Of the grave's dark prison;
We may live for evermore
Sinee the Lord has risen,

SECOND LESSON,

Come: the feast is ready now
Have you heard the Saviour !

He ix ealling little ones
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To his love and favor,

THIRD LESSON,
Little children, huve you heard
Just the sweetest story ¢
How our Futher wants us all
In his home of glory ?
FOURTH LESSON.
Would you choose u life of ease,

Selfish, sinful pleasure ?
Or to live

Jesus lived,
Rich in heavenly treasure?

.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
rcond Quarter.
SoNG oF Praisk,
Teacher. T will delight in thy statutes.

Class, 1 will not forget thy word.

Teacher. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
(Yass. And a light unto my path,

Teacher. Thy word have I hid in my heart,
(lass. That T might not sin against thee.
Teacher. Who hears us when we pray ?

Class, Our Father in heaven,

Teacher. In whose name should we always

pray ?
Cluss, In the name of Jesus, our Saviour,
Coxcert PravER,
Enter, Lord, these little hearts,
As we pray to thee;
Make us humble, patient, kind,
As we ought to be.
May our sins be all forgiven,
Take us when we die to heaven.
Praver BY TEACHER,
Sixaisg, Use one chureh hymn adapted to the

sion,

lesson at each s
Coscert Reciratiox to precede offering.
Now we bring our offerings small
Unto Jesus, Lord of all;
"Twas for us he came to die
When he left his home on high;
"T'was for us he rose ag:

Conqueror over sin and pain ;
So these gifts we gladly bring
Unto Christ, our Saviour King.
Birtinay OFFERINGS,
SUrPLEMENTAL LEsson,
Bracksoarn Review,
Moriox SonG, or QUiering EXErcise,
Lissos Tracning, closing with Ecno Praven
Crosiza Soxg, “God be with you till we meet
again,”
Coxcerr Praver, Set a wateh, O Lord, before

my mouth: keep the door of my lips,
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ADVERTISEMENTS

MRS. WORBOISE'S STORIES :

AMONG the stories distinguished by their healthy, uplifting influence
soe upon the mind of the reader, there are none stronger and better than
those of Emma Jane Worboise. Probably one element contributing to the
remarkable popularity of this writer’s books is their great variety ; the com-
plaint made of some writers that there is “a sameness in all their stories,”
does not apply to those of Mrs. Worboise.

We have placed on the market a Special Canadian Edition
of the following stories of this charming, fascinating writer, which we have
listed at $1.00 each :
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Overdale.

Chrystabel.

St. Beetha's.

Nobly Born.

Lady Clarissa.

Father Fabian.

Grey and Gold.

Violet Vaughan.

Canonbury Holt.
Thornycroft Hall.

Oliver Westwood.
Singlehurst Manor.
Millicent Kendrick.
Margaret Torrington,

The House of Bondage.
The Brudenells of Brude.
Heartsease in the Family.
Grey House at Endlestone.
Mr. Montmorency’s Money.
Robert Wreford’s Daughter.
The Fortunes of Cyril Denham.

The Heirs of Errington.

The Story of Penelope.

A Woman’s Patience.

Husbands and Wives.

Emilia’s Inheritance.

Fortune’s Favourite.

Maude Bolingbroke.

Sir Julian’s Wife.

Warleigh’s Trust,

His Next of Kin.

Joan Carisbroke.

The Abbey Mill.

Esther Wynne.

Amy Wilton.

Helen Bury.

Sissie.

Married Life; or, The Story of
Phillip and Edith,

Our New House; or, Keeping up
Appearances.

Crockett’s Greatest BoOK — sy

CLEG KELLY-

o By S R CROCKEIT,

Cloth, with 8 full-
page illustrations,
handsomely bound.

.....Arab of the City
IS . PROCRESS . AND . ADVENTURES

Author of *““The Raiders,"”
“The Sticket Minister,” etc.

PRICE, $1.25.

We have been fortunate to secure the Canadian market for this great book, said to be Crockett's greatest. Order
now, and get one of the first copies. Every Sunday School will want a copy of ** Cleg Kelly " for the library.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

O. W, COATES, Montreal.

WESLEY BUILDINGS, =

TORONTO, ONT.
S, F, HUESTIS, Halifax,

In ordering goods, or in making {; concerning anyini umtucmﬁm’u.yumumm
:m.udumﬂm”.#&wu%ywuﬂgm'm':«mwmsmnmuunn




wvera. NEW BOOKS?

The boys and girls must hav reading, and if they are not rrovided with
g ! ) I

vood books they  will possess themselves of the pernicious literature that

abounds in cheap form.  Librarians, fill your shelves with new, readable book

not stories only, but hooks of history, travel. sc lence, biography, etc

Our Catalogues and Lists place at your choice a range of literature not to
be had clsewhere, and we can Supply at net prices as low as are offered by
of the houses who cater to this trade.  The Special Seric “Pansy,” El
Bessie, I\/Illdrtd etc.—may be had of us at the lowest popular prices
addition we keep our shelves supplied with the latest storic of th popular
writers, as well as those hooks are ever popular

We are always glad to answer mmquiries, and w n Catalogues

with letter of terms to any address given,

SUNDAY SCHOOL REQUISITES

Secretary’s Minute Book 8050 Wi 1 Class Record 2 50
Sunday School Minute Book 0 A0 Caud ’l!‘HHt]M‘.‘ 10
lers Sunday  Sehool ord. For 20 M Win packet; per pueket 0 90
classes, L0 for 10 ¢lasses 1 50 Collection Enyelop Per dos 050
Perrin's Perfe on Sunday Sehool Record, Per yard 200
or 20 classes, $LO0; for 10 ¢lassc 140 Easy Seripture Les
Hobart s Condensed Record 00 065
Eiler's Primary Teacl Record 02 Secomd wling Book Kasy Scripture
Roll Book. i pages, 81,00 : 1-m|.‘g, 130 Lessons,  Per doz 095
Sunday School Registor 050 I'emperance ol s, Perhundred 1 o)
Librarian's Account Book Quarto 050 Femperance ge Roll Y 250 3
L o Foolscap 075 cardboard 03
Sunday School Class Book. Per doy 07 Catechisms, No. 1, per doz )
" . o Cut leaves perdoz, 60c. 3 No 3, perdoz, T
per doz 2 L 2and 3, in one volume, ench 025

‘:00000000000000000000000000000000000000000\

E THE 5 . ..
i Sunday School i
 Orchestras

PL00000000000000000000000

No. I, NOW READY.

Contains 24 hymns, arrang
first cornet, md cornet
and also the ‘cello and ba

That have heen doing splen

did service in our sch

tiunes, I'o meet this want
We propose to issue a serjes
of Orchestral Selections of

tunes taken from our Can-
adian Hymmnal

PPN

d for ten instruments— fipst violin, seeond violin, flute, trombone
arionet, viola, ‘cello and hass, The two cornets are on the one sheet,
making eight sheets in all in the set,

Price, per set 1.00 postpaid. Separate Parts, 15¢. cach, postpaid,

Manilla cases for the s parate parts may be had at 2¢. each The twenty-four hymns selected
furnish grand material for annive TRArY occasions,
METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSI&. TORONTO,
C. W. COATES, Mo~NTREAL. S. F. HUESTIS, HaLirax,




