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THE CANADIAN

ILLUSTRATED
SHORTHAND WRITER.
‘__‘\;I_.OL.“ I‘. o T‘OR;Z)N'l;-.Cv.., FEBRUARY, '188.1.. - -_-N?B._
Eaitorial snd Tantribaied.
~pe—sfe g
EVER-CIRCULATOR. | pondence.  This dogged observance and biind |

. . . . " ingenicus progressive nature, as is also our ad-
fortnight, we believe there is a desire on & Prog i

ROM enquiries 1ade. during the past i reverence for the past is incompatible with our
ﬁ "herencs to what is incompetent fo fill the re-

P the part of a number of our readers to
Join &n ever-circulator. We are willing to do .
Bnything in our power to assist in the good

m’?ﬁa and if those desirons of joining will send

quirements o business and society. The
remedy referred to lies in the adoption of short-
hand or phonography, by which every sound

; i . ’ framed by the mouth for the expre: .icn of words
"ﬁung;r (::\ut:ll:a;,ﬁv;:t“ &Ll;tétfrt)lll:::l}l:f;:‘;go‘:;;;g L orsyliables has its representative symbol—firm
e names come in. . We refer those unae- . audunmm'takable‘akn(_\wledue of which symbol
Qeinted with the 'mmm er of eonducting av | once acquired indexes its pronunciation. ) ’Phe
eVer.oireulator to the October number of th e‘p_‘I1(}1101.;1.'9,phu3 alphabet contains tllnrt)-lour
RITER, The only expense connected with | S1ens composed of dots and the sma 13“. g‘io'

& enterprice will be the postage necessary to i.mel.ncnl forms straight hnes,cl;):»es zfm clrcdes
f"l‘Wa.rdiI: fo the next member, which is one cent : ,—t-o represent an equal num ro sounds.
OF 4 ozs.  wo will furnish the requisite paper Fhis number embraces all the sounds of the
804 oover and will be only too happy to pub-- English language, and hence a combination of
lish, in th,e columuns of the Werrrr, auything | signs represents a combination of sounds, and
thag may be especially interesting i the ever. . single sign » single sound, As all the world
Circulator, Seg in your names and let the knows, or ought to know, phonography crigin-
TSt number be storted as earl as possible ;ated with Isaac Pitman, of Bath, Epgland, in
starte carly pos: ' 1837, and gince that time has spread with un-

exminpled rapidity throughout Anglo-Baxondom,

THE BIRTH OF SHORTHAND ' notwithstanding there is still but a mere tithe
’ “of the writing population employ it. Its use

*"Twas Cadmus first found out the plan has been almost confined to professionals. who,
Of wafting thoughts from man to man.” by making a virtue of necessity, have adopted

_ it in preference to any other system. Shorter

STORIANS tell us that Cadmus—said | methods of writing than our ordinary long-
§ 1o be contemporary with Moses—in- | hand are numerous, both anterior as well as
; ) venied letters and constituted his alpha- | posterior to Pitman. He did not emerge from
8k ? bet out of sixteen of them, and through i the cradle a perfect author of a perfect system,
aay“e‘luent ages, with the help of this latter j but labored, like other mortals, over systems
lett, Saxon wisdom, has added a few more ! before him, analyzing, compariug and arrang.
T8, We are sadly wanting in not being able | ing for years until he deemed his work of
wn.‘t*_‘e a sign for each sonnd in our ordinary s_uﬂicient utility to warrant & succesaful recep-
"Ay;n . For instance, Worcester has a dozen tion at the hands of the public. We haye ac-
hild of spelling mosquito—a word that any !counts of over 200 systems having been in use
in %eonld spell if the phonetic principle were ! at various times, but all more or less founded on
the vmmon use. With sixteen ways of using : our imperfect alphabet, and consequentiy ambig-

it owel @, and seventeen ways of employinge, | nous andcirenitous, And inspeaking of his sys-

; apeu’“ljr wonder that many men never learn to tem wemean the cluster of kindred systems that

writg n°°"_1'ectly. though ewployed in reading and l have sprung from Pitman’s. His has the three
N B in the course of their daily calling ? rcardinal advantages of brevity, tacility, and

4 some form of stenography was intro- i legibility, a trio of qualities that would have
in grt the world had made little or no progress - ensured the success of any system. But none
Tl of writing, St. Paul wrote to the Co-  of his nntecedents had embodied these indis-
thians and Sir John Mandeville transcribed | pensable qualifications in their methods. it

ble ﬁ?:cls as facile as the majority of the peo-| the_y sgcured brevity they endangered legibility
¢ nineteenth century do their corres- | &nd vice tersd.
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There are thonsands of fivine testimonixds to or aceowplishments, but perhaps chiedy Tae-
the cfiiciency, the beanty aml adaptiveness of cause they were not. They did uot, as a rule,
Pitman's shorthand in Grear Dritain  and write shorthand, and thevefore more had to be
America. [t recannmends iteel to theattention trusted to theiv jndwoment and discrimination
of tho-e¢ interestedd in the diffusion of letters— in the practice of their profession. They are
to those seif-applying persevering yonths who ceredited with great tact, and \\'if[t! Iqmwiedgeg of
would strike cuta poth to cininence.an:d to those g}mmmz nature, as well as speeitie mforma}l(m
parents anxious for e sneeess of  their as to the merits of tie speakers, and questions
childven.  Many men of infteence nnd position  move innnediately imder their attention. We
made phonography theiv pessport, wel s list are told the more prominent debaters of t'he
might be enenerted containing many names House rarely had oceasion to tind fault with
of Senators, Judaes, we. The desire ‘Lo arite the reporters, though wewmbers on the baek
fast is natural, the neees<ity o write fast is benches frequently complained of unjust treat-
imperative and the ability to read what i< nent- -genevally, of course. in the matter of
written eompletes the scienee,  Who has not belng eat down ™ e A
listened with raptare to some soul-stirving Amrong the 1many distinguished men who
gentence or some clowing panegyric- some|paye been ornuments to the profession, Dr.
beautiful sentitnent or svme =cathing inveetive. . Johnson was among the earliest reporters of
and wish for means ofarresting it from oblivien? tjye debates in Parliament.  Later on we find
Who does not resolve every new year to keep i the nuwmes of Dickens, Haazlitt, Sir Johu Canp-
diary, but the tediousness of the operation hell, and Ailan Cunningham.
overcomes the interest and the reeond vxpires:  The salaries of the reporters on the morning
with the first month?® To the merchant, t‘h‘“papers were fromm three to tive guineas per
law:yer., the divine, it is of ncaleulable l)em’ﬁt-.fl\\-cek, On the leading journals reperters re-
while it is not less so to anvbody and overy-.ceived, with few exceptions, five guineuws.
!’0‘].'7' employing our conumon fong-hand.  This{Some of the feporters were employed for ses-
is an unguextionable age of progress, when thejsional work only, having né regualar connce-
refulgent beams of the sun of true philosophy | tion with the press. ’
seatter the accurnnlated wist of servile ages and | The majority of reporters. however, were
awaken the nation to a seuse of their power. lungaged annually  but nany of them had
Old customs only live on their ments.  Their pedueed salavies dnring the recess. The ma-
nncestrx\:l poteney is found to be an illns[uu?jmitv of those then in the gallery, were Irish-
when tried by the standard of practical ability. tipen.  The fivst geat preponderance of Irish-

0 save time is to men over Fnglishmen and Scotchmen, was

A great man once said: T

lengthen life.”  What better exemplitication of pemarked in the time of Sheridun. That ac-
the nphorism could be had than in’ the acyuisi- complishied wit aud orator was the means of
tion of short-hand? Tt ix  oveat art desivued sting wany of his countrynien engagements
fﬂf a great purpose, and whethier the tardinession the newspapers of his day, aud they very
n regard to it dies with the prcsm1t|,:nnpmtion!muum]ly ok every means in their power to
or not, phonography will eventually find itS!get their friends into situations in the gallery
level amonyg ﬂl@_SU‘ZCHOL‘S. becoine o ranch of [ when vacaneies oceurred, or when the demand
scholastie eduneation, and as it grows in ayge and ‘for wore lengthenad reports required an in
extent, deserve and elicit the admiration of an|ereased reperting e tablishment.  In this way
intellizent humanity. “the majority of gentlemen in the pallery from
the sister-island was kept up. The number
o AN TN TR BTl e of Beoteh reporters was small, it was only
REP“RH‘\}{”L\, IHI ,]).H“lb“ PARLIA- seven out ufp(()*ighty, including the reporter}s
MENT SINTY VEARS AGO. from the evening papers. Some of the gentle.

jmen were engayed for long periods in the
HE Press is often joculnrly called the jgallory. Oue on the Pimes, another on the
Fourth Fstate. No chairman at u|Moraing Chronicle, and two on the Morning
[ dinner wonld think he had - ably | Adrertiser, were severally reporters in the time
“adwans ocenpied the hiead of the table unless of Fox, Sheridan, and P'its. Oue gentleman
he used the phrase in proposing a certain |was in the gallery, without the intermission of
standard toast—which, by the way, is usually 'n single session, for wwore than thirty-four
relsgated to the fae end of the programme, | years. L b R
gallantly coming after * the Ladics.”” But the; Complaints were sometimes made by mem-
title is one which ix, by uo means, a meie joke. | bers that their speeches were not given verbatim.
Indeed, under free institutions like ours, in|Ifine speeches someof them made, when their
which the people are the real sovereigns, the|wishes were complied with. The plan of giving
Press, which guides tho people, may well be|verbatim reports was tried by Dr. Stoddart,
called the First Fstate. {nfterwards Sir John Stoddart) when he con-
The Parliamentary reporters of the British |ducted /e New Times. The result of the ex-
Press of sixty years ago, were certainly a most peritvent was such as to prevent any calling
influentinl set of men, wiclding considerably |for rerbutim reports afterwards. The members
mote power than their confreres of to-day. made downright fools of themselves, and set
Not that they were men of greater ahiliﬁy;the public a langhing, from one end of the
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tountry tu the other. Lord Castlereagh cx-!
ibited hims2)f as ““sfanding prosirate” at thel
foot o Majesty. and ax * walking forward with/
h‘lﬂ back tarned on himscif.”  Sir i-'n_-d(-ri(‘k:
1‘00(1‘ one of the [risiv wembers, and a great.
Stickler for verbeatin repotts, appeared one mor-'
Mg as having:, on the Previous evening. en-
lightened und delighted the Honse with the
fﬂllnwing prafound  phile ophy awd Inilliant
Cloguence - = Mr, Bpaker: As | was coming
Yown to this House, to perforie my duty (o
€ country und ould Irelant, I was bratally,
attacked, sir, by a moh, Mr. Spaker, of raga-

Tie CaNADIAN TLLUSTRAT
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transeribe 13 notes. and by the time the last
of the “gang”™ has had his turn, the first
will have had his notes transcribed and be ready
to go o agnin.  The paper for trauseriptivn is
the seni-hansparent, and is arvanged between
Ay Mack sheets ws there ale representa-
tives in the combination, =o that cach one hus
acony tozerd to his journal, hythis way,ona
speeeh of two hours dunation, the first mcimber
of the = mng ™ will have completed his work
betore the speiker, and the Jast will finish
a few minutes ofter the oration is elosed,

What may be done by this kind of union was

muffing, sir. I sir. any hononyable gintemin’ illustrated on one oceasion at Birmingham,
18 to e assanlted, Mr. Spaker, by such a parcel: when My, Bright wis suppiied with a printed
Of spalpeens. sir, as were afther attacking me, copy of his sjiecch before he had left the plat-
i r, d‘Spaker, then I =ay, Mr. Spaker, that if form,
Ou do not, Mr. Speaker, he afther proteetin® B . I
&intlemin like mc:l;:f:lsir. we eantiot 1hr- ufﬂler! PROPOSED CONGRESS 0F JOURNALISTS.
Coming to the House of Parliunint at all, at =1H‘|
t Bpaker. And, sir, may 1 be afther axing!
l’;’?‘?- sir, what. sir, would becowe. siv, of the
B}Emess of the country, Mr. Spaker? Wil you, G attend a meeting for the purpose of con-
ir, b(? afther answerin’ mesilf that guistion T gigering a proposal relative to the establish-
;nl; Spaker? Tt's mesilf that wounld fike anl) ony in Bruseels, of a central office for the
wer, sir, ta the quistion, sir, as soou as ean-Iprews of all nations. It was proposed to name
V&yn;enp‘, siv, which I have asked you. Mr.. comumittee to issue a cireular to the chief
p..?,]i“?"- editors of the press, inviting them to attend a
exti 18, as may ‘5\-911 he :ill])pl‘vsed,.‘prO\'lrd an | Copgres< to be held in S’c‘ptem\{er next, and to
or Nguisher to Sir Frederiek Flood's prachant iprepare a programme.  Yhe objeet of the Con-
o _verhgtma 1‘ep0rtmg He went—the _du)' 0N press, as stated, was not very clearly defined,
A 1¢h his oration appeared—to the editors ofign wue generally found to he impracticable.
he morning papers, nud said Jie world! ggpop g jong discussion, in the course of which
o il‘eafter leave h{f”' speeches to ** the diseretion | ), Fnglish eorrespondents present explained
€ Teporthers. ithat they had no authority to take any action
Iwhatever in the name of the papers they repre-
PROVINCIAL JOURNALS ADMITFED TO, sented_.l tthe lnlattcrll\;'aml lc;ftitlo t.ihel]?;elg“i?}flg)tl;ef;
" \ e . FEETE . seommiiice, who will probably 1ssue invy O]
THE PRESS GALLERY OF THE BRIT- [0 0 8 B ot some fatare
ISH HOUSE OF COMMONS, itime, without, as far as appeared, any definite
lobiects.
EI’OHTING in the British House of. "ii‘here have been many tatks of a Congress of
= Commons has, dnving this se¢sion, ve- journalists, and we believe the journalists of
ceived many additional facilities. It Germany and Italy did meet and deaw up for
Beg) has been arranged te accommodate themselves eoaes of honor.  But in the absence
early double the nunber of reporters in the of a representative, and recounized association
Pregy gallery, which has been heretofore con- of Journulists, of each nation, we fail to see
tized to Lop.don newspapers and press associa- low g central office of the press of all nations”
ha;}s' _This year many of the provineial jour- ean be regarded as othier than a purely chimer.
Sm: will be represented, but as only one repre-'ieal idea. )
ta ative is allowed to each journal, and as it s there, however, any reason why journalists
©8 about five times as lonyg to transcribe in this country should not form for themseives
ot:“ as to take them down, it is evident that a representative association for the fraternal
jozu-e 't would be impossible for a provincial discussion of mutters affecting their profession?
e.“ﬂ-l to have full reports of the debates in Such an sssoctation might do much to promote
' prper the next morning.  This is m'ervlthe best interests of jowrnali<m in many ways.
€ by what is known as * comhinations” Sowe of the most useful reforms, and not a few
mP"_SGd of seven or eight representatives of as' of the grandest schemes of seience, have been
woBY journals and they form themselves into a'initinted in papers vead before representative
u ANg" who, in turn, appeint one of their associations. Then why should not jeurnalists

From the Reporters” Megjuzine.
gHE representatives of the press in the
- eity of Drussels were recently invited to

oot taptain to direet the eéfforts of the rombine und agrec to spend n pleasant evening
ha ers, e perbaps decides that each sha_lLtogether, now and thea, to discuss, in a friendly

‘“v:i t}_iree minute tarne, apd with watch inway. the his.l.nr_\’ of their past, the stirring in.ei-
an, thglvesﬂ the signal for one man tobegin and dents of their carcers, or eveis the crude fancies
The T to take Lis place when time is up. of to-duy, which, after all. may perbups be des-

0 81X or eight men writing three ninutes tined to become the yevolutionary force of no

ch, £lves each man fifteen minutes or morcto very distant morrow.
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MY AMANUENSIS.
Inscribed to Miss Lizzic Hand, by 5. B. Sumner.

A handsome maiden here at my right hand,

A sonnet for her atbum doth command.,

She's trebly handseme ;—for, you understand -
She writes, and has, nd is a handsome Hand,
To phrase it handsome ; handsome Hutle * Fiz”
Not only handseme does, but handsome is.

-
SYSTEM IN OFFICE WORK.
BY W. 0, WYCKOFF,
ﬁhat syetem is preferable to a lack of BYS-
ten requires no argument. System in
ofiice work” —stenographic office work,—
is no exception to the rule

The stenographer who has little or nothing
to do may get along well enough without re-
gard to system or method of any sot; and so,
too, without great ineonvenience, he may, and
often does, dispense with an oflice even.

In en oftice from which, snd in which, is
tranencted the reporting
judicial distriet, in ad.
laneous work as ma
itaelf, system st
inevitable.

Perhaps the work of no profess
ensily and 8o readily systemat zed us
stenographer.

In order to huve anvthin
tema in an extens.ve shorth
CONVENIENCES ure necessary.
may be done in an office com
room seven by nine may be
diubtedly, but the considerat
subject would scarcely be worth the ti:.e.
a rule the proprietors of such oilices ate th
who insist that the wa

¥ from time to time present

The work

—the ¢ood old way—is the be-t,

probably be a hindrance rather than o he
The office of the stenograplier of t
who is keepiug pace with the times, ¢

ip.

be invuked or confusion is

ional is so
thut of the at large are scleeted by the editor of the Chris-

g like o pertect sys.

THE ART OF CONDENSING:; OR, MR,
BEECHER ON REPORTING.

=

EFORE preaching upon this vccasion
2 Mr. Beecher advanced to the front of
p the platform and said .

% I wish to say a word or two on the
subject of the reports made of my seruons from
week to week. Twice within a year the land

criticism on account of reports of my sermons
that were grossly wrong—what may be called
*the bread and water sermon = for one, and
‘what miay be ctlled * the abolition of hell
sermon for another.

I do not believe any one ever intentionally
misrepresents.  The gentlemen who serve as re-
, porters here are—so far as Lhave had the plea-
‘sure of their acquaintance-—gentlemen ; and 1
ifam under obligations to them, as is the Chris-
itign community, in very many respects.  Some

_business of wn entire | of them 1 know and I esteem very highly their
lition to such miucvl-iacqua.intance.

Nevertheless there have been
severnl instances in which, if they liad designed
to misrepresent totally. they could not more
successfully have doneit, Allow me to say
that my sermons that are worth any criticism

tian Union and generally printed without any
revision and generally without my knowing

aud business, some | which of ihe two on Sunday is to be printed.

that| I have not time torevise or consider them, and
prising a siugle [if 1 should set out to do it I should simply try
systematized, ui- | to wiite s better oue ull the time.

1 leave them,

ion of so limited a.'gtherefore. to the reporters and the manaying
As editors, and I don't know, from one week to

. ose|another, which sermon is to be printed. The
¥ of their Grand-fathers

jeases are very rare in which I think it neces-

b A ! To such the sary to look over a sermon,
f"intreduction of © System in oftice work * would[

Now, an ordinary sermon upon some moral

for cthieal question may be reported in out-

o-day, line or condensed very successfully, becanse

318 1 Dsi~ts the reporters are gentlemen not merely of
ordinerily of two good sized rovmus, and

gener-
ally of thrie.  In an oftice of thiy

properly furnished, a systematical way of doing
things follows nlmost naturaily, ;
convenient desk with pigeon holes and places
for necessary vooks, &c., will be found ip the
prineipal business room of such sn office,

transeribing room, if one is dedicated to
purpose, should contain suitable cares for
hooks, which shuuld be numbered and placed in
such order therein that any
referred to instantly. If books are not used in
taking notes, shelves for holding numbered
boxes with close covers will answer the purpose,
‘Where books are used, asufficient space should
be allotted to blanks, where a supply shouald

At least one

The
that
note

number may be

‘education but in many instances college men,

charaeter ‘and, therefore, within their own realm of fam-

/iliar thinking and reading and observation,
competent.  But when sermons involve a large
amount of doctrinal discussion or of nice dis-
tinetion, where they cover a large ground with
intricate details, the training of the gentlemen
that repert has not been such as to make them
ndequate to this work of condensing an hour's
sermon into a compass which may be read in
five or ten winutes.  Condensing is tn itself the
weightiest of literary tasks, but to condense
fairly what has been spoken in the intense en-
thusiasm of the hour is a still more difficult
task, and to condense that whioh is still more

in substance dependent for its aecuracy upon
always be found ready for any emeregency. Injthe very phrase or the very colloeation, is sim-
fact no matter what sort of stationery is used ply impossible under the circumstances. It

it should be purchased by wholesale and kept
on hand ready for use,

The Topeka (Kansas) Stenographers' As-

sociation have mtroduced a hill making their

tariff $10 per day, 10¢. a folio,

may be taken down verbatim, but to be taken
down here and there with signs and sketehes and
condensed by an outside person is a task which
the most adventurous might fear to undertake.
Some of the gentlemen who report here pick out
certain sentences only. They stick in their

has rung with exciternent, furious anger and |

e e
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thumb and pull out aplum. 1f there is a figure
that in its setting is entirely proper they will
pull it out and lef it stand alone that it may
seem very audacious. From all these causes
come scattering reports, and the shorter they
are aud the more pungent the better they are
liked. Men like a little pepper and short
Snatches of queer thing=, or vf old phrases, or of
udicrous images. These are naturally sought
and put into the newspapers and sent abroad all
Over the country.

_ Now, I dou't object to it for myself. 1would
1t ag lief they would eontinue to do it, so far
8BS my own personal feeling is coneerned. Only
i“h’s._ T know that if Professor Pierce had in his
ifetime undertaken to give an hour's discussion
Upon one of the abstruse subjects, no man on
€arth would have tried o give it in the space
of three minutes. 1f Professor Agassiz had
Spoken on some scientific subject requiring
exaet terms, no man would have done it with
im. If the reporters wanted nn exaet state-
ent they would have gone to him or else
Omitted it altogether. So it is in all professions
eXcept that of the preacher. The reporters,
a 8hy of them belong to the university of letters
n?d they are accomplished, personally wnd
. Aterially, in literary matters, but my impres-
on 5 that the writers for the New York
ailies ' have not had a very strict religious
Ucation, (Smiles.) There are one or two
Eap?rﬂ in New York that are so anxious on the
¢ ject of (bristian disposition that they give
u:‘? whole influence to save it from danger;
in In general 1 think I 'may say that the train-
hag of the gentlemen who conduct that paper
WOE \ hot been theologieal.  (Laughter.) 1
sel;l d not mind the misrepresentations for my-
’ bu.t they disturb a great many good men.
. Y disturh particularly the editors of religious
ans’slpﬂpers. They take them up and moan
pul intment the defects and heresies and other
ov‘:lt troubles which afHict Plymouth Church.
cany., I ama kind and good-hearted man and I
ﬂnﬂnIOt bear to give these good men distress
think this unconscious wrong done by the
Orters to the feelings of religious editors
a8 1t to stop. Then this misrepresentation
i:nother effect—it lays me under the impu-
whiehn of hedging. I may make a4 statement
wiliiy, will be perfectly correct and which I am
the U& to stand up to, but it will come out in
pﬁainewspﬁperg in & manner which is very sur-
kngy, 5 to me indead. When I see it I don't
lang .;n,." own offspring. It will go all over the
utﬁrlghlt 18 damtily done. A week or ten days
Pl Wille sermon will come out in full and peo-
sy Ll say, « Well, there's nothing in that.”
b, } Siyk another, * there’s nothing in that.
't‘hdef,g%s just corrected that ; he did not dare
Sty i Thus I am charged with insin-
hﬂ{nznd with want of eoursge, and with
I .
‘!lin““ said these things not for the sake of
‘!khgt he gentlemen to be more careful.
the hing at ail ; I am quite content to leave
rte of my sermons to that general

equity and honorableness which I believe per.
vades those who are not in the profe:sion o
reporters.—N.Y. Herald, Jan. 1878,

HANDWRITING AND CHARACTER.

20U never take a pen in hand but you
¥ are showing something of your own char-
acter. The very style of the handwriting
is an element of the determination of character.
The way in which a man dashes off a letter is
very much the way in which a man uses his
voice. There is a modulated ease in the tones
of handwriting.  Without professing to be ex-
perts, like Messrs, Chabot and Netherclift, we
can certainly gather a general idea of character
from handwriting. A minister was comment-
ing on a very strong despatch in the presence
of his sovereign. ** The language is strong,”
said the statesman, ** but the writer does not
mean it ; heis irresolute,” *° Whenece do you
see irresolution 97 suid the king. *“In his n's
and g'x, please your Majesty.””  Only it is to be
said that a great deal of humbug is often talked
by people who profess to be judges of hand-
writing. 1 showed a professor of caligraphy a
letter which T had received. He took a very
unfavourable view of the handwriting, It was
the handwriting of & man without learning,
withont genins, without feeling. ‘‘ And now,
sir,” I said, * will you look at the signature ?”
The letter was written by Lord Macauley.—
London Society.

Biographical Sketches.

T. WILLIAM BELL,

Whose portrait we give in this number, is a
native of Montreal, 21 years of age, is familar
with seven leading systems, Commenced with
Duploye in the early part of 1877 ; passed his
examination, received a diploma from Paris and
became a member of ** L' Institut Stenograph-
ique des deux Mondes” in October of same year.
He is a thorough Grahamite and has dobe
much to bring the use of phonography under
the notice of typos through the eslumns of the
Printers’ Misceleany, of which he is the phono-
graphic editor.

JOHN CAREY. i

John Carey, of Quebec. was born in that
city in December, 1857, and was educated in the
Quebec Beminary. He is a law student, and
has recently obtained the degree of Bachelor of
Law {L.L.B.) at Laval University ; began the
study of Graham’s system in January, 1877,
and was the first to introduee shorthand report-
ing in the Quebec Law Courts, of which he
was appointed official stenograpber in Sep-
tember, 1877; is a member of the firm of
Curey and Lynch, reporters, Has reported

I|many important trials, smongst others that of

the * Atalaya’ last summer, and a great num-

ber of railway cases.

i
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Cammunicatians.
e

THE QUESTION OF SPEED. | words on it to aseertain the rute ai}t \(;‘]llich Mr.
. X Blake spoke per minute. T multphied the num-
Hanrox, 206h Jaw'y, IRSE e g iwunisl on the page by tllu- number of
To the Editor of the Wurren @ - ‘sheets, and the amount was 1960, 1 was as-
Sin,—Being only a * lledgling reporter 7 llt.onis-'lwd. l_n.'caust' I never flatteved myself that
should not perhaps find fault with the experi. ;] had attained such a speed. and when I an-
ences and opinions of * old stagers,” but I.Domneed the result the other reparters express-
cannot forbear doing so regarding Mr. Geo. C, - ¢d some doubt ahont it also. Next day when
Holland's Ietter in vour Deeember 1ssuc. the printed report appeared and my ten minutes’
I have been laboring under the impression take ™ wax counted. 1 k,)(u""l that it amounted
that when 1 would be able to follow u speaker: to Just 1640 words, or 169 ?\'ords per minute,
at say 150 to 180 words per minute, I could eall iLct other reporters sigh for 200 \\'pl‘ds-a-tlllnute
myself a good reporter, but that letter just sPeakers, 1 have more respect for the orator
“settled " me. I had very preat doubts aliout fwhose tongue wags under 160,
the ability of anyone to write 281 words per' A. Hoviaxp,
minute-~I thought it rather fusf ink-slinging | . . senate Reporter.
s0'L tried what 1 would eall u very fair test, 1 OTTawa Feb, 1881,
is a well known fact that a reader canvead a.
speech much faster than an orator can deliver: . I o o
one. I took upditferent articles, one an astron.’ 7w 0ol T Wil Beil's Roporiing Notvs.
omy, another on science, a newspaper editorial, . LRCTURE BY ML J. K. B. McCREADY.
and two or three others on different subjects,’

and read just as fast as T possibly could without! Subijeet :—" Tros. D'Ancy McGee.”
any regard to punctuation or expression, and|Deivered at the Mechanic s Instivste, St. John, N.B.,
the following is the rate of the different trials: January 24, 1881

—1st trial, 256 words per wiuute; 2nd, 200
drd, 236 4th, 296 5th, 312: 6th, 275 7th.

Mui. Presmext, Lantes axnp GENTLEMEN,—
o : The men who moved upon the stage of politieal
2755 #th, 240 ; and a few others varying from fl';fu in Canada at the dlatc of the LI.' niol;’l, have
245 to 260,  Now of one thl‘l‘l\,! Lam positive, peen sinee passing nway onc by one. Howe, of
there is not @ veporter in cristence to-day vho v Scotia, statesman, journalist and orator,
could hate followed me in a sigle one of thost yeng down full of years and honors. George
trials. You will also notice that only twe ol pyywn, of Untario, whose peu was so mighty,
them were equal to or greater than the speed jiose spirit so dauntless, whose influence so
mentioned by Mr. Holland.  Now if anvene gige, was struck down untimely by the assas-
will take the trouble to read over an article or sin's bullet.  Cartier, the greut leader of French
two at any of the above rates, he will sev the Canadians: our own Charles Fisher, Holton,
absurdity of elaiming any such speed as 281 or gy ndtield Melionald, D'Arey McGee, are gone.
240, or even 200, in the watter 1 read at that Others of that company, not less distinguished,

rate. Itseems to mie alimost idle {o contradict il o fo . L ey :
ive. A century from now our grandchil-
sach a statement. But 281 words! why su y y

. . Y it gren wi L back and sav, T W ian
beats greased ishCning. 1 would Iike 1o ko 5T duge,” Lo thove s e gone. we ove
what kind of an article, on what subject, and gt |east this tribute of mention, for they are
under what circumstances Mr. James Hoiland goqd, and the dead ave soon forgotten. Among
made that remarkable ‘speed. them there are few figures more conspicuous
Yours Fraternally. “than Thos. IArey MceGee, the apostle of con-
T. J. Govrrey, ifederation and 1ts most eloquent defender.
late Spectator reporter. : ‘Thomas D'Arey Mc(iee was born in Carlings-
|ford, lreland, in April 1825, when the “ Em-
P L , N S lerald Tsle,” atterwards so dear to his heart,was
To the Edlitor of the SHORTIANL WRITER : irenewing its mantle of green Forty-three
Deax Sue,—1 am reported in the Oshawaivears later, on an April morning, in the city of
Reformer, and subsequentiy in the Smowrmaxny Ottawa, when the Canadian winter still linger-
WrITER, as having written 1960 words in a ten . ed, the last =now was stained with his life-
minutes’ ** take.” while recently reporting one! blood, as he wus foully slain.  Of the interven-
of Mr. Blake's specches. As I do not elaim | ing years, twenty were spent in Ireland, twelve
such a rate of speed, [ wish 1o correet a wrong'in the United States, and ten in Canada. In
impression.  On the oceasion referred to myieach of those terms of years, in euch of these
hand was cousiderably out of practice, and I; countries, he had at various times heen widely
found that it taxed ali my skill to keep np with|kvown asalecturer, jowrnalist and orator. Like
Mr. Blake. In transcribitg my notes thelmany who have achieved greatness, e was not
“copy " was tuken from me sheet by shect and | deseended front o long line of uoble ancestors,
sent 1o the printer.  The last was a full page,|but had the fortune to be borne the son of

and 1 shought I would count the number oflan henest man and a good woman.

P
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MIXING THE SYSTEMS.
To the Editor af the \WRITER :

Dean Sin,—The question of systems is of
tle importance to the praciical stenographer.
does not matter much to a man whe
¢an follow with ease the most tluent speaker,
Whether he is adhiering strietly to the system he
adopted at the beginning of his phouograplie
areer,or whether he has mtrodueed certain inuo-
vations which tohim are advantageous. Whathe
¥ants is to Le able to write apd read quickly, or,
I other words, the first consideration with him
18 speed and legibility. With the student it is

ferent.  He watehes every departure from the
Correct gystem laid down in his book aud if he

lit
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per month ! Very likely theiv speed is limited
to 70 words per minute; but what of that so
long s they till the position to the exclusion of
better men?  Just as soon as railroad officials,
lawyers, merchants, ete., learn that they can
get such service at such rates, is it reasonable
to suppose they will puy wore? To save from
twenty-tive to thirty dollars per month on omne
item of expense alone. ix it not reasonable to
suppose they will be willing to spend a few
minutes mare of their time each day and gauge
‘their dietation to the capacity of the writer ?

I have probably considered this subject more
than the majority of my worthy co-workers,and
took up the study of shorthand to better my
condition as the telegraph ranks were over-

18 an enthnsiastic student he witl readily appro- jerawded. A lictle mere than a year ago a new
Priate a1} improvements and apply them to his |telegraph company was organized, which filled
OWn use, but he does not like to sce the partic- ithe telemraph fraternity with joy, as it employ-
Qar systein which be Das made his study mixed Led all the idle operators in the eountry—they
up with several others. to the detriment of them [were in greut dewand at good salaries, and
8ll,  An article appears in the December num- f.mn,ny who had left the employ to engage in
of the SuonrHany Writen headed. ** Practi- !ul.]u-r pursuits, returned to their * first love,”
cal Stenography,” and said to be written in and DPence and Prosperity ruled the hour. A
Taham's ﬁysm"n_ With the exception of a few (consolidation has recently been consummated
COntractions, and these are wenerally written wherchy hundreds of these men will be thrown
OBt of position, there is scarccly any likeness:out of ewployment. 1t will soon be the same
tween thisproduction and “Graham's Standard 'with us—our ranks, now fall, will. at ne dis-
Systern of Phonagraphy.” as I understand it. tant day, be as overcrowded as the telegraph,
N Some instances where the writer has thonght .and a stenvgvapher outside of the cowrts will
Proper to ingert vowels to seeare legibility. the be considered well paid at $6500 a year.
Yowels have generally been transposed, and, ; The cry of ** students applying for situations
What is worse, consonant-outlines, depending [when they can take but 75 words per minute is
Considerably onposition for their legibility, have 'injurious to our interests,” is very true, but
en written in the first place instead of the iwho is to blame for it?  Our own selves. Did
ird, and rice rersa. We cannot cxpectgentle- | We not teach it there would not be so many
Men whe have their time well aceupied with istudents to apply, and as the natural result of
Professional duties to be earcfulin their writing ;supply and demand we eould command better
07 our benefit, but we can ask them to leave ns :pay. I do not say a word against these who
one, and not make things worse by mixingituke up the study themselves and carry it
¥erything up aund calling it a * system.” Ithrongh all its disheartening intricacies to a
is not fair to the student, and it is not fair [successful termination without assistance, as
%6 the systent. Ido not elaim that Graham's they are worthy of the laurels they gain, and
Bystem i any better than the others, but _ﬁwill become, each one, an honor to the profes-
tontend that sofar it has not had a “fair show™ sion—but 1 speak of those of our own craft
M the Suonrnaxn Wurrkn, not from any fault | Who, for personal gain, teach the art, thus
yours, Mr. Editor, but because the disciples |jeopardizing the interests of the fraternify at
Of Graham have not come forward with their 12rse, by supplying doubtful goods to a market
Pecimens, as the writers of the other systeins well stocked with talent. I pray you will not
haye done. Cannot some of the many followers 'think of me in the counection with ¢* the dogin
of Grgham be prevailed upon to give us a gen- the manger "-—that I want all of this world's
ine specimen of the * standard syatem ™ now goods for mysell, as 1 simply take the
and thep, Ax Orraws Srrugyr.  (position of sell-protection, T have a family
.dependent upon my exertions for support and
r - iit 15y dudy to protect myself and them to the
9 the Kditor of fhe WhItER : {best of wy ability. 'There is not a stenographer
In « Questions and Arswers ™ in the last /in the country but knows these things are as |
Mniber of the Witk vou say stonogruphershm"e said—the daily papers and railroad pub-

fro

them 3600 to $1,000 per year.  This has raised

step uestion in my mind, Why do Canadian |

Ographars come to the States for employ-
0t if such js the case? 1 know two stenod-
B‘:)oe!‘s in Detroit whose salaries are less than

» nd T am told by one who claims to know,

th wWhom T have no reason to doubt, that
#re several in Chicago working for $35

—

" in demand in Torento at =alaries m.ngins."

lications are full of advertisements for situa-
itions by nien ciaiming to be experts in the arg,
Perhaps T fiave taken up too much of your
space. I will say no more but hope the seed
thus sown will bear good fruit, and as you
work for our interests would he pleased to have
you give your upiniou on the subject.
ProtECTIONIST,
LiraNL Rarmns, Michigan, Feb. 4, 1881,

1
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‘Wm, Campbell, lately of Hamilton, is now
employed as shorthand writer by the Chesa-
peake & Ohio Railroad Co.

Mr. Haining, lately of Toronto, is now em-
ployed by the Great Western Railway Co., at
Hamilton, as shorthand writer.

Mr. T. J. Godfrey, Hamilton, will be glad to
receive transeripts of the grandilequent version
* The House that Jack Built,” see page 159.

There are no official stenographers in Florida,
Parties to a suit may employ one if they choose,
but it is only done in very important cases,

The shorthand writers acting as secretaries
in the Ontario Government Departments ate
busy, owing to the Legislative Assembly being
in session.

The Cabinet, from the publishing house of Mr.
James Butterworth, South Shields is as usual
neatly lithographed, and contains a good selec-
tion of miscellaneous literary matter,

The Phonographic Monthly, new series,
edited by William Goddard, und published by
J. Butterworth, 1 Winterbottom St.. Sonth
Shields, Eng., is very interesting both in liter.
ary matier and illustrations.

The Phonagraphic Herald for January is to
handa. It contains the continuation of M,
Thomas’ notes on Pitman’s Dicsionary, which
are interesting,  The critic points out u good
many mistakes in the work, and sngpests sun.
dry changes in form which are improvements,
and some are not. He has now reached the
letter M.

Coe-¢-¢, an illustrated shorthani magazine
edited and published by Ralph D. Christie,
Melbourne, Australia, comes to hand bearing
date, Oct. 1880, having made a Jump of si;
months to get there. The editor will require a
hop, step, and jump to get abreat of the times,
It is neatly printed and the illustrations are

* humorous and well executed.

; usual standard in lithography and illustrations. i ledge of the art to advantage.

The Phonographic Meteor, Mr, Charles I,
Payne's tasteful little mouthly, is up to its

" The list of contributors to this publication con-

tains the names of some distinguished short-

hand writers. The frontispiece by Lehmaun :

was evidently suggested by the gushing lines
of Harold Cox, in the same number, — Five

. Fair Ounes.” We feel sure the pictwre never

suggested the lines.

The Student's Journal contains a eoniinua-
tion of ** The Reporter’s I.ist.”” and a lengthy
criticism, on page forty, of Benn Pitman’s ““Re-
porter's Companion.”

D. L. Seott-Browne would like to be a wag
as well ds a leader in the phonographic world.
His idea of humor, however, is about as curious.
as his notion of decency. In the Christmas
number of his Monthly he publishes an alleged
portrait of Mr. T, Wm, Bell, This is simply
an old wood-cut of an aged gentleman which
may in reality be Mr. Browne's grandfather:
it certainly isn’t Mr, Bell, nor is the *‘auto-
graph ' signature under it at all like that gen.
tleman’s handwriting.  This ** joke " would be
sufticiently like a libel if it were not accom-
panied as it is by a page of abusive and dis-
oreditable leUter-press, Such stuff as this can
hardly be palatable to the readers of the
Monthiy, uuless they differ materially in their
tastes from the ordinary members of the phono-
graphie fraternity. The January number con-
tnins interesting reports of the dinners of the
“#New York Press Club” and * Law Steno-
graphers’ Associstion” of the city of New
York.

An association has been formed in Me]-
bourne, Australin, with His Honor Judge
Higinbotham, as Presideni. 1t is to be known
as * The Australasian Institute of Shorthand
Writers "’ and its objects are:—

1. To improve the status of shorthand
writers (¢) by bringing more prominently be-
fore the public the value of shorthand as a time
suver and aid in expediting business; (b) by
wrging upon the Government and other large
emiployers of clerical assistance, the many ad-
vantages of utilizing shorthand writers when-
ever practicable, and by assisting members of
the Institute to procure remumerative engage-
ments as shorthand clerks and reporters.

2. To encourage iuterconrse bhetween short-
hand writers of all systemns,

3. To interest beginners to persevare with
the study of shorthaud by affording them op-
portunities of meeting for practice, and by
offering them facilities for turning their know-

1. To grani certiticates of proficiency to
members

5. To form a stenographie library to be ac-
cessible to all members,

. To extend a knowledge of shorthand by ail

imemm the committee way deem desirable.
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EXTRACT FROM *DUTY” BY SMILES.
.(Written in Munsen's System.)
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MIXING THE SYBTEMS.
BY AN OTTAWA STUDEXT,
(Written in Graham's System.)
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B8YSTEM IN OFFICE WORK.
BY W. 0. WYCEOFPY.
(Written in Benn Pitman’s 'Systm'.)
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(Written in Benn Pitman's System.)
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