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Ontario General Elections.

HE Ontario general elections were held
on Wednesday, Jan. 25 with the resalt
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Relations of Ottawa to Parlia-
ment.

HE Capital of the Dominion bears pecu
liar and intimate relations to Parlia
ment as the host. Senators and Members
are essentinlly the gnests of Ottawa. They
come here thonsands of miles, in many in
stances, to put in an enforced residence of
#everal months daration. y of them
live at hotels, some in boarding houses,
and others iake and, practically,
live in the Houses of Parliament In these
Housos are dining rooms, barber shops,
bath rooms and working apartments, There
are the reference library, post office, read
ing rooms, telegraph offices and other con
venlences.

rooms

To say that ordinary municipal rnles
applicable to the dispensing of liquor, or
the hours for keeping open a  barber shop
should apply to those Houses of Parlia
mnt would be manifestly absurd. Yat on
Sunday last two city detectives were des
patched, presumably by order of the new
chief of police, to vixit the Honse of Com
mons basement and spy arcund. They
found no bar in existence, hut discovered
one man in the barber shop. Tney extort
ed an admission from hiu that he had
shaved one man who was not *'a member
and ordered him to appear at the police
court. How the civic Dogberry discovered
that it was lawfal to shave ‘‘a member’’
and unlawfal to shave attaches of theHouse
requires explanation. How about mem-
bers of the Press Gallery whose duties
compel even longer hours within the nuild

ing than members of the House, and
are under the ruoles of the Sergeant at
Arms, permitted the same privileges down
stairs as are members of the Hounse? How
about the ofticers of the House and the offi

who

cial debates reporters, and the secretaries,
and others?

of the
questions

[his action chief of

these

police and
prove 1mpossible it
wonld be to enteree some petty municipal
rule within the precincets of Parlinment
It wounld be intolerable to  have detectives
introding at any hour into what 1s practi
cally the c¢lub quarters of the highest court
in the land. Is the keeper of
room to be prohibited from
member on Sunday a package ot
tobacco? If not how will the police
vent a member of the Press Gallery
Speaker's secretary from

how

the smoking
selling to a
smoking
pre-
or the
replenishing  oc
castonally his tobacco poach?

The whole attempt to place under po
lice surveillance the men who
led to work and

arve compel
live in these Houses of
Praliament  is  Jmeddlesome, and; to
tally uncalled for. The officers or the
Houses are quite competent to wmaintain
discipline, decency and order within the
precinets of Parlinment

i enforces the view that this should be
made a federal districtdirect under govern
went, as at Washington. The aldermen in
the weantime should protest against the
servants they pay making of themselves a
meddlesome naisance,




Canada and Japanese Trade.

AN article appeared in the Awmerican

Reviewlof Reviews for Aug 1904,
pointing out the value of Oriental markets
to the United States trade. Canada is not
likely to neglect her opportunity in the
same direction. At the present woment
100,000 wonx of snpplies for the Japanese
army are being purchased in Canada and
the United States. Over 50,000 bushels of
grain are being purchased in Manitoba
ehargeable to the Japanese Giovernment.
These facts are obtained from an inter-
view with Captain Cullen the travelling
manager of the lmperial Marine Associa-
tion of Japan given to a Vancouver news-
paper last week, and, as he speaks with
s#ome authority on the war vrogramme of
Japan, we reprodnce the interview iu full
as follows:

**No matter what rumber of reinforce-
ments Russia sends into Manchuria for the
next six wonths Japan will still have a su-
periorforcesaid Capt, Orian Clyde Callen to
a Province represer tative this worning.
Capt. Cuallen came np from Victoria this
morning on a flying trip and registered at
the Vancouver. He explained that he was
herein connection with business matters for
the association—an organization formed
to atiend to toe secaring of all war sup-
plies and munitions for the Japanese oy
ernwment.

Speaking of the arwming of the Manchns,
Capt. Cullen said:

*From a lengthy cipher despatch which
1 received ,yesterday in Victoria, | am
informed that negotiations have been com
pleted by the Japanese (Government
through Marquis Oyama, Field Marshal of
the First Japanese Army. with leading
Manchus, for the arming of all the adult
patives of Manchoria who will aid Jap-
an's cause in the furure.  The Manchuy
have become firmly convinced that under
Japan's rule Mancharia wonld prosper to

a far greater degree than under tde iron
hand of the JCzar s representatives. This
message also explains what was someswhat
of a puzzle to me heretofore. Some time
ago—in the early part of last summer and
shortly after wy appointment ax travelling
manager of the associntion 1 received or-
ders from Tokyo to secure as many of the
disearded Springfeld and Winchester rifles
with which the United States troops were
natil recent years armed. At the time |
could not think what such an up-to-date
army as Japan's could want these obsolete
arms for, but | managed t, purchase a large
number altogether something  over 100,-
000 and duly forvarded them

The message stuted that it was Japan's
ultimate intention to arm a  guarter of &
wiltion Manchuos in the near fature for the
parpose of carryingthe campaign to a snc-
cessful conclusion.  As the Japanese Gov
ernment  arsenals could not sa, ply a snffi-
erent nnmber of wodern arws,  nor couid
they be purchased from other nations
without ccnsiderable lay and  possible
complications, the discarded arms
decided on.

“Yes, the greater part of Nogi's army
is alvteady on the way north to reinforce
Field Marshal Oyama, and Japan will
have the larg st army of modern times in
Manchuria this spring. 1 have jost com
pleted arrangements for over 50,000 bushels
of grain, mostly oats, which is to be ship-
ped westward from  Winnipeg within the
next few months. Muoch of it will pass
throngh Vancouver, and it is ultimately
destined fort the use of the army. Many
thonsand tons of supplies are gong out in
the Minnesota, the Great Northern Rail-
way Company's mammoth freight steam-
er, when she sails for the Oriens on her
first trip. In all over 100.0p0 tons of sup-
plies are heing arranged for in Canada
and the United States. ™’

were
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HE proposed admission of Oklahoma

saad the Indian Territory nunder the for
mer s aame meets with lhittle or no objec-
tion from the United Staies NeWspapers;
but the felling is expressed that t admit
Arizona and New Mexico at this tinwe, un
der the name of Arizona would be a wis
taken policy. The terws or the bil!
before Congress seem to he agreeable to
Oklahoma Territory,
Arizoua public opinion is protesting
all its might against the proposed merger
with New Mexico. The governor of Ari
zona says that the people ‘‘weunld desire
wealth wonld
An be joined

now

and Indian

but in
with

that their comm
territory
Mexico and their
declared that they
til the crack

remain a
with New
delegate to Congres
would

rather t

rather wait un

of doom It is  considered

unfortunate that this opposition should
Jeopa the fortunés of Oklahoma and
Indian tritory, and 1t is thougot that

the hill in its present form  will not pa

Congress

P

elections. mecting each day

RLIAMENT ¢ ed 1
week preceding the «

el during tihe

tario generat

ralew min

utes only, evidently hent marking time

until the albsent Ononri wembers could get
to work.  Alveady two Juiils to amend the
Railway Act of 1903 have been introduce 1
by Mr. Maclean and Mr.  Lancaster My
Maclean's bill to  deprive  the

Chairman of the Railway Copnmission of
the nower conferred apon him by the Act
of being the sole and undisputed judge of
whatever the shall

declare is a matter of law, It is

‘Cmmission choose to
obvions
that scarcely any question can come before
A court that is not a watter of law,and the
Commission is by statute a court of record
As it stunds, therefore, the chairman is
the whole commission in every case, and
if that is true why waste the public money

BYENTS

by paying selaries to two dummies? There
is ols0 n two-cent fare gradunated claunse in
the bLill for which a good denl might he
said, but, we snppose, it will be opposed
by tue railway companies. Mr
ter's Lill is of & (rivial character.

T‘“i Hungarian Diet seems to
chiefly of blood and thunder.

Y the time the National Transcontin
ental Railway begins to be constracted
the CanadianNorthern system will be clear
across the continent

Lancas

consist

assisting  greatly in
relicving the western congestion and con-
tr.buting to the prosper ity of

the Domin

ion,

TIH: following despateh, not being mark

ed “advt.’" sent out from Halifax un
der date March 9, 1904 impudent
frand on the public, and is worthy the at
tention of

WHs an
the Ottawa  government
pablic funds t6 the
cern toa substantial extent

which

has pledged the con

It has been learned that arrangements are
how being made with the Marconi Wireless
Compauny for the establishment

of a press

ssociation for Canada, with headgnarters

at Table Flead, Glace Bay, A staff of frow
twenty to thirty operators will b employ
ed for the receiving and transmission of
HERE I'he association will have repre
entatives all over Canada. It will fur
ind collect only such news as  will be

of interest to Canadian readers. Tue Mar
mi system will be used  exclusivelv, The

news collected from the different parts of
Canada will be transmitted to the asso
tion's head office in Great
will be at Poldhu, for distribution
British journals. Mr, Marconi
hoie in a month or two, when the station
at Tanle Head will he formally opened for
commercial service

Britain, which
ammg

is expected

HE attention of Medical Referees of
Life Assurance companies is called te
the following rules !aid down by William
Thorburn, F.R.C.S in a paper upon

Appendicitis, recently read before the Im
surance Institute ot Manchester, in respect
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of an applicant seeking life assorance and
who has had an attack of the disease

(1). 1f the appencix has been removed,
accept at ordinary rates,

(2.) After a single attack with
formation, two years should elapse beiore
aceeptance

(3.) After a single attack withont sup-
varation probably five years shonld elapse

(4.) After two or more attacks the life
will be umassurable, unless after a fong
period of gquiescence. Such complications
as fistula are a bar to
as they continue

abeess

assurance

HE Domiuion government aas decided

to put a snm in the for a
fleamship service between Vanconver,call

toria, und New Zealand. The
Zealand government will give an

I'his decisic

estimates

ng at Vi
New

equal amount m has

Jbeen re

ached after considerable

tween the

negotiation be

two govert It is under

stood that the present A

nstralian hoe run
subsidy
New

make a

Vancouver is- after the

ning to
wnd 1f successful they woul o 45
Zealand T'he ' it Bige

with them

Zealand preference and a good trade may
be worked up hetween hoth countries.




Japan's Leadership in Asia.

Y her trinmph at Port Arthar Japan is
woelieved to have won not merely a
new 1anking among the world powers, but

also a new uscendancy in  Asiatic life,
* Within the last decade, says Prof. Panl
8. Reinsch, of the University of Wiscon

sin, “‘there has dawned upon the Japanese
mind an inflnence for tanscending any for
mer national experience the feeling of a
sacred mission, by which the island nation
is called to act as the guardian of Asiatic
civilisation, to summon the people of Asia
to & realization of their unity, and to de

fend the ideals and treasures of Asiatic lite
against rathless destruetion
€ign invasion

the signiticance ot
Reinsch continues

through for
In an endeavor to realize
this portent, Professor
"It cannot be denied that the attitude of
Japan, before and sinee the furies ot wir
were “unchained, has been unequivocal
She ix fighting to prevent a European an
tocracy from mastery of
Asia.  Under the circumstances it isa per
fectly natural and honorable ambition to
arouse the peoples of that
fecling of the value of
and of the sohdarity of
We natarally ask
whether,

conquering the

continent to a
their
their

ourselves the

civilization
interests
(uestion
character of this
fear its
Yet, as represented by the great
nations that are its trne exponents, its first
peacefulness, China
given her civilization to the nations
surround her on all sides any de
sire to them or exploit their
wealth. The soldier is distivetly subordi-
nate to the man of in the natiomal
ideals. Indin, herself, while torn by the
most terrible internal dissensions, had es
sentially a policy and philosophy of peace:
her woes like those which have periodical-
ly overtuken China, being due to the jack
of effective resistance inviting the foreign

considering the

civilization, we have rea on to

I)H’Il-nt’"
characteristic is has
that
withont

conguer

peace

icvader and congueror. Japan, with all
the warlike spirit in her blood, has still

set the ideals of peace above those of wai

4% i< seen in her vationa! festivals, and
in the temper of her artistic and social
life.

The spectre of the *'yellow peril’' evok

ed by those who vie'v with apprehension
the growing prestige of Japan,1s pronoune
ed by Professor Reinsch *‘the most chim
erical phenomenon that has appeared im
political thought since the Middle Ages
It is equally tantastic, he thinks, whether
regarded from the military o
standpoint. He writes farther

“'There is in present Oriental conditiona
and ideas not the least vestige that can be
used as a basis for alarmist prophecies
Neitber China, India or Japan has ever
engaged in offensive warfare Jof conquest,
They have themselves suffered at the hands
of the hordes at the memory of which the
nations of Earope are still trembling: and
it is one of the glories of Japan to have
repelled these invaders who
again and again overran the rich conuntries
of the Continent

**The thongnt of an industrial peril has
wore probability *But

industrial

suceessfally

prima facie before
indulging in sensational vision it 1
to remember that the Oriental
excel us only through efficiency, and that,
in order to become dungerous competitors,
they must develop our industrial and finan
have

well

nations can

cial mechanism, they mwust
their workmen the intelligence
which our highly complicated machinery
Their labor can no lon
ger remain cheap: for, without raising the
standard of living, the efliciency of Earo
pean and American workmen cannot be
approached. At the present time, a fac-
tory girl in Massachusetts does the work
which in Japan is performed by six peo
Should the Oriental msnutacturer,

among
without

would be useless

ple.




in the course of time, be able to tarn out
the coarser products, the finer articles
would still be made by ns. Such a deve-
lopment wonld be a distinet gain since the
richer our custowers and the more produc-
tive their industries “the wmore will they
be able to purchase from ns. With all
the development of JJapanese industry in
the last three de.ades, herjimports from
the Western nations have increased thirty
fold. Moreover, Japan would be the last
nation to destroy the promising market of
China by an overdevelopment of Chinese
manufactoring industries, For. if Japan
has any definite ambition, it is that of
creating an active commerce throughont
the Orient, and reaping the vast profits of
a middle man. Should Japan be success-
ful in the present war, the exclusive pol-
icy initiated by Russia and France would
be definitely defeated . Not only has Japan
given the most posi‘ive assurance of an op-
posite policy, but it would plainly not be
to her interest to take any different conrse.
As an Oriental nation, she is able to cre
ate the routes and organizations of com
merce throughout the Orient, far more
speedily and effeccively than any European
nation, even were it to orientzlize itself.”’
The real source of the yellow peril, adds
the writer, may be found in the ambitions
of the Russian absolutist party.in the im
perialistic imagination of Kaiser Wil
helm: in the French desire to expand the
Indo-Chinese sphere: in the commercial
aud capitalistic impulse. He concludes:
It is to be expected that these forces
will attempt to annihilate the effects of a
Japanese victory by preparing an interna-
tional interference for the ‘peace of Asia.
But woe to the peace of the werld if such
an arrangement were again concluded,
with the clear purpose to deny the right
of the Orient to live itx own life and to
protect its own ideals. The last vestige of
beliet in international justice wounld be
killed in the Japanese, and the entire
Oriental world would be forced to realize
that its safetylay alone in stubborn, fierce
resistance, The real yellow peril would
then arise, theugh even then the forces
thus evoked ‘might confine themselves to a
purely defensive action. It is the present

daty of British and American diplomacy
to prevent such an injustice to Japan and
the consaquent danger to the peace of the
world. Japan is fighting our battle. This
is o well understood that in (ermany and
France it is popnlarly believed that our
govermennts are setting her on.

**The very least that the Amnglo-Saxon
races can do for the rapresentative of their
policy in the Orient i» to counteract the
diplomatic influence that would by round-
abont means again deprive the Japanese of
the fruits of their unexampled !self-sacri-
fice, We do not mean to indicate fhat the
Japanese will demand Mancharia. They
are und ubtedly sincere in their promise
to restore this province to China, but
they have a right to demand that Ras-
sian intrigne shall forever bhe shut out
from that couptry

“The yellow peril ix of our Jown mak
ing. There is no irrepressible conflict be-
tween Oriental and Western civilization.
On the contrary. they are complementary
to each other, not competitive. During
the last cantury our own civilization, torn
by internal conflicts and tronbled by un-
‘ertainties has songht for broader views in
Oriental thought: Japanese urt has shown
our artists a new way of beauty, in which.
by painting light in all its splendid mani-
festations, a new vista of artistic possibil
ities has been opened up. The monistic

thonght of Oriental philosophy has been
more and more approached and assimilat

ed by our scientific system. Only narrow
mindedness can see in this civilization a
danger which we must subdne: ouly ig
norance can consider it as worthless and
vicions,

“We can imagine no greater political
erime, not only against the Orient, but
ugninst surselves, than tne attempt to turn
Oriental eivilization from its natural
course ot developmeat into alien channels,
to destroy its broad and noble ideals, its
peaceful and industrial life, in order to
force it into a sham similitude with our
system, with the result that its millions
will be doomed to a new slavery to alien
capital, or to the warlike ambitions of a
victorious ezardom. Nor has there ever
appeared in political discussion a greater
folly than the effort to conmjure ap the
phantom of a great warlike movement on
the part of these essentially peaceful socie-
ties, and to preach the Machiavellian doc-
trine, ‘Destry them hefore they can des-
troy us.' "’
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The Globe’s idea of the New Premier's Platform.




British Elections in Sight.

HE belief in an early dissolution is so

generally held today that it may be

id to have penetrated hoth parties and t

e 4 very serious fact in the situation. So

far an the Government is concerned it i
aid that two influences have heen at wor
Mr. Chamberlain strongly urged that the
Ministry should t on the Addre
vhich wonld nstit electoral pr
gramme. An Alie B | the n
stand by of thi ram adventure
Mr. Cha i g i hat
IIGASTITE ral nr
se. would A Act, a
1 uv l ns wou '
nelis t gre My, Cha
lain is an exy 1 f pron
g things wi ! I ex not fir
time or opp it ¥ nd 1%
vould be interesting t find aliens going
he way of old age pensions.  DBut it

aid that the plan has not heen accepted

This does not imply that the Government

inre going «
For that it is difficalt to find any ade
juate preparation, and in the ehsence of a
serions attempt to carry |I1vvnnzh a Spring
lissolution is the obvions way out of Mr
Halfour’ s difficulties

I'hese laregly arise from the altered r¢
latioship betwean him and the Chamber-
lain party. !t is idle to ignore two fac-
tiors in the personal and internal situa
tion in the late Upiomist Party, the con
fiicting wills and interests of the two fac

t the end of the Session

tions, and the weakening of  the personal
ties between the two leaders. My, Cham
berlain's lientenants do not disguise their

feeling about the present Ministry, it

weakness, its reliance n the personality of
the Prime Ministe nd speak  wit !
ister f ti On at M
Chamberlai 0 vt
\ W I+ lcend e
t il
1 1 | ttely bad
t J a n
\ ‘
1 ' R
‘ 1 { I I
0t Vi
1=l A € t 1
arena of the ) figl ! it
y late, t bl pit ¢ ¢ f
I wn Al the Chamberlainite
nnhinatiorn I'hese wanoenvres point to a
real change of tacties on the Ministerial
side.  Fo merly inert or merely det 3
as against the holder developments  of

Chumberlainism, they are becoming hostile
and active Mr. Chamberlain’s methods
are thoronghly well known , and though it
would probably be untrue to say that he
has the Ministerial situation absolutely in
his hands for there is the entanglement
with his son—he can certainly stop a dila-
tory policy when it is clearly, even osten-
tationsly, pointed at the heart of his own
movement.

=t




“A Matter of no Importance.”

“‘lireat Scott ,how time fijes, ' remarked
Hixlop as he and Langham seated themsel
Vés In the tent. ‘Why, old chap, it must
be qnite ten years since we last met!"’

“*Nearer eleven ' amended Langham. as
he lit his pipe.

"'H)' Jove, 50 it is! You went to
in 89, shortly before my first mar

"*And heen grilling there ever since''
supplemented Langham quickly

**Oh, but ever since that big hill fight at
Aswi, they think no ena of vou at home
demurced the other man a little

India

enviosly,
“‘and now yon have been given a brigade
in Africa! Oh
I have done nothing
get married twice!

ing boisterously

you've done well, whereas
nothing, that

added Hislop, langh

is, but

**Ah, yes-—yon ve heen married twice
said Langham, with A queer look in his
eves, and the haad that held the pipe
trembled slightly

‘To Rose Julian first You remember
Rose? Of conrre von do why you were
sweet on Rose yonrself once! cried  [His
lop, with one of his noisy langhs

Langham's face whitene! little and
his hand  still trembied as he shoak the
ashes from his | ‘.l”

And she <he died e asid, ignoring
bis imputation

USIX months after we marrie I ex
plained Hislop, m derating his voice with
obvions eff i You see he went on
contidentially was all a beastly s
take—onr marriage, | mean.  Lose never
said anything, but I've often thonght «he
had a row with some ther *johnnie,” and

warried me ont of prque. At any rate ruin
«d my temper and her health—she d¢ velop
el nerves and insomnia and one day there
was an ‘accident’ with a landnom bottle.

Awfully rough on ine!' he added rueful
ly.

"Of course, "' agreed Langham with grin
sarcasm; bat his face was very white as
he spoke, and for some moments he gazed
ont silently into the gathering gloom,

Far away in front stretched the long
lines of the camp, its avenues of tents
rising dim and undefined in the growing
darkness, like ghosts ina fog; while oc
casionally the snap of a Buer rifle broke
the silence as some daring snipermade long
pot-shots at the weariedc camy,

But Langham hardly thought of
things, ur, if he did, they but symbolised
the points in his own misery, for the drop
ping shots were as clods sfalling on the
coffin of long buried hopes
= ''She had a row with some ether ‘j0hn

these

uie’ and married me ont of pique.”’
Hislcp's rang through
Langham's brain with maddening persist
Why should he care had
married. She had
as Hislop phrased it, as many another wo
man had done hefore her: and he had suf
ered as many a man had  done bhefore and
would do after him. Why should it teonbie
him now? Why shonld he be upset by the

careless words

ene whom she

satistied her pique

blundering, if aceurate, speculation of the
man before him? Were all his efforts, all
those years of fierce repression to count for
now? All years through
which he had sweated and fonght and
striven for the **waters of —were
they all to vanish now before [the random
speculation of the man befere him?

“*No!"" his brain answered fierc ely, but
his heart whispered ‘‘Yes! And  the
heart won, and it generally does in the
end.

For lo. as he sat

nothing those

Lethe

there looking out
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through the opening in the tent, the ie-
morv of those ten bitter years, ‘'years
that the locusts had eaten,’’ faded away,
ana in their place there came stealing
back those other days that had gone before

~the days when she lovea him-the days
when, as Hislop expressed it, he, Langham
had been ‘‘sweet’’ on her!

It all came back to him now as he gazed
straight in front with blind unseeing eyes

all, even the last trivial quarrel which
had sundered them forever. Every detul
passed across his brain like the pictares in
# cinematograph--even the glint of gold
in her hair, the light in her eyes, the ten
derness in her voice, all came back.

**But what is the use?’’ he thonght dul
ly. *'She is dead—dead—dead. The light
went ut of those dear eyes long years ago:
it was ten years since a dose of landanum
silenced forever tne tenderness in her voice
and i

“Yes,as | was saying, ' broke in Hislop

it was a mistake from beginning to
end. Rose’s tastes and wine were utterly
I was fond of sport, whereas

dissimilar.
she cared for nothing but books and social
problems, and--and —well, rot of that
sort. "’

He pansed for a moment. The firing on
the heights increased in volume and some
thing went zip-zip through the top of the
tent.

“*Now,"” continned Hislop, with a casual
glance at the bullet hole **my present wife
is absolutely different—snits me down to
the ground. She was one of the Bishops
remember the Bishop of Bovoncourt? Of

vonrse yon do! Rippmg girls on a horse,

hardest riders in the country, and Fanny, ,

my wife—why, she can give me points. in
a twenty mle walk!"’

“*You are to be envied,’ 'said Langham
irily.
For a moment Hislop paused and glanced
at him doubtfully; then his overweening
self satisfaction as quickly dismissed sus
picion,

“Yes,"' he agreel complacently, “‘on
the whole | think | am. Pity yon didn’t
warry Rose, old chap,”’ ~—generously
“your tastes were similar, and, by Jove,—
| always thought it was you she cared

5

for—on my thonour 1did! No one counld
have been more snrprised than | was when
she accepted me on the night of hersister’'s
ball. Do yon remember Lady G lendon’
bail, Langham —the one just before you
went atroad "’

*' wasn't there,’' said Langham a little
hoarsely.

“i] remember it so well,”” continued His-
lop, blissfully anconscions of his compan-
jon's remark: ‘it was on the eighteenth
of December, the night before the Venner
Steeplechases, and—by Jove, how curious!

tonight is also the eigteenth of December
—exactly the tent anniversary of the ball."

Langham started quickly, but said no-

thing
**What a rattling affair it was,'' gon-
tinned Hislop enthusiustically. **Do you

remember the supper?

I have said 1 wasn't invited,’’ repeat
ed Laogham in a dry, level voice

**Bh? Not invited. Oh!"’

In a moment Hislop had sprung to his
feet, and was looking down at his compan
ion rather shamefacediy

1 say old, chap,’’ he said at length, **1
hope yon will forgive ne.l "ve got tu own
up that it was through my heastly stupid
ity you receive. no invitation to Lady
Glendon's ball.”’

“Your stupidityt”’

“It's rather difficalt to explain. At first
1 thonght of writing, but at that time you
were in some outlandish place or other
with no postal address, and then the w hole
thing slipped from my mewory until now"’

**Yest

“Well, the trath of the matter is this,"™
continued Hislop ruefully, *‘Rose asked
me to post your iuvitation to Lady tilen-
don’s ball, and 1 forgot all abont it.”’

**You forgot—all aboat it

The words came through Langhaw's lips
slowly, and in the flickering candle lighe
his face seemed to have grown horribly
grey and old

] was playing billiards with Glendon,”’
explained Hislop, “and  afterwards we
helped the ladies with the invitations.
The printer made a mess of the date and
the error wasn't discovered until too late
to be rectitied, so we spent the evening
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helping *Rose and her

sister to alter the
date on the cards

‘30 on said Langam, in a ary hard
voice,

“When all haq been sent to the post as
we thought, one wax found on the Hoor.
It was yonr Invitation which Rose had
dropped, They asked me to post it o ny
way home and-—wel] old chap, 1 forgot
1t

He looked at Langham as he spoke, ex
Pecting some remark: hug none came from
the man who sat Razing, gazing with hard
wide open pve nt the deepening sha
lows
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Outside the Larkm ha nereased
the bullets of the Boer nipey ore .
tering with deadly persistency 1 ;
the long line of As

But  death held no place in Langi
thoughts as he drew the guttering candl,
cleser and opened the envelope with nn
steady fingers

Inside lay an ordinary Invitation card

with the original
2rd and  another
I8th—substiratedq in the
woman who had died,
added- 1899

What misery might have
kow different the world

printed date January

erased, December
writing of the

The year haqd been

been
might be

saved
now
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had that littie card
tion ten years carlier
Then suddenly the
date struck him
‘The

repeatd

reacbed its destina

peculiarity of the

eighteenth of December, 1599 he
Why, tonight

f {December, 1899

wondering was

the ecigtheenth The

card had been dated ten years in advance
How extraordinary he

ing out the error 1 Hislop.
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vo lives

He regarde

t for a woment st ipdly

then saddenly his thonghts Jeverted to the

an whose negligence had been so disastr
Hislop was

ever been from

us, and just for that moment
nearer death than he had
the rifles of the Boer forces
What is wrong?' he cried startled by
the color of Langham's face. *| hope there

was nothing on the card of i

nwong, '’ said “Laogham dully, It
Was as you (say a matter of no iwmport-
ance,
You- (ireat Heavens!' cried Hislop
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suddenly, as he sprang to his feet with a
gesture of horror. Do you see her do
you see her'" he whispered hoarsely.

**She is standing beside yon."’

“*Who' Langham glanced behind him as
he’spoke, but conld hear or see nothing
save the patter of the Boer rifle away in
the darkness and the face of a cheap alarin
clock that hung at the back of the tent

He mechanically noted the time. it want-
ed twenty seconds of eleven

“*Rose, Rose. cried Hislop, his buarly
frame shaking absurdly. “*Don’t you sve
her ' She ix standing beside yon--shepoints
to the eard in your hand--she

Langham looked down quickly, but could
see nothing nothing nothing exept the
words she had written ten years before

“If you still care for me cowme at eleven
I shall be waiting

Then, even as he raised his head, sowe
thing came throogh the tent with a tgip'"
and struck him on the forehead

For a momenat vangham grew rigid,
then pitched forward heavily on his face
Ax he tell the clock hegan to strike eleven

NOLAN OF CASTLEKNOCK 2=

Whitney and Foy rejoice over the vic.ory
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‘ A Pleasant Custom.

Mr. and Mrs, FEustacel Thame are in the
middle of their usnal **Friday Dinner”’
Cancn Tibshelf, gleaming in a highly
polished manner, his hostess’s
right: Major Spennymoor, who looks a
little stiff after having sat so
Boards, on her left

Thame, with the endurance one expects of
a man who knows for a fact that his
ancestors were Vikings, mnods and
smiles at Miss Auriole Ruswarp, the
scalptor, on his left, and at Mrs. Tib
shelf on his right, who are both talk-
ing at the sawe time.

A new sweet, makes its appearance and an
eager curiosity brings a sudden calm.

Thame (seeing his chance and taking it) |
suppose you all did the right and pro-
per thing on New Year's Eve. Whart

Mrs. Thame (with a delicious little langh)
O, my dear Canon, what is Euastache
going to say now?

The Canun (who dislikes his host’s idio-
tic conversation as muoch as he appreciates
his cook): Ah, my dear Mrs. Thame, Ab!

Miss Raswarp: Let we see, now. What
did I do on New Year's Eve? 1think 1 had
indigestion, and went to bed early, or
Really, how absurd! Do you know 1 can't
remember.

Mys, Tibshelf (primly): What, may I
ask, is the right and proper thing to do
on the eve of Ne Year acccording to Mr.
Eustace Thame!

Th:me: Whar? O, no: net only accordin
ter me, doa't-cher-know, but rignt hang
back to the beginnin’'. Whar? I mean, the
thing our fellors have done all through
the pages of history, the fellers who
conldn't go to bed withont a tin-opener,
the fellers who merely picked up the mat

sits on

lo ng on

before makin' a public appearance.and the
fellers who didn't even do that. Make re
solutions, don't yer see? Whar?

Mrs. Thame (with another beam at the
Canon): I'm sure he'd have made his for
tune on the stage.
indeed
Thank

The Canon:
more than possible.
you, half a glass. )

It's quite possible:
To the butler

Miss Ruswarp Did 17 Let we see. 1 know
I read about the death of Sherlock Holmes
somewhere, and thanked Heaven: and |
believe 1 took a teaspoontul of quinine for
a particularly active cold; but whether |
made resoluticns or not—1 nsually do  yes,
| mnst have done! Asa matter fact |
did. 1t comes back to me: 1 resolved firm-
ly However, that doesn’t watter.

Mrs. Tibshelt (gravely): 1 do not think
that the making of resolutions npon the
eve of u new year ix a watter for levity.
Myself, 1 draw out a list of resolutions,
and commence resolving quite early in the
evening in order to finish ere the clock an-
nounce the demise of the old and the birth
of the new year, both domng well. | mean—

Thame: A slip. I knew. Whar? Near)y
said it myself by one of those premeditated
accidents which we conversationalists fall
into the habit of makin'. Whar?

Mre. Tibshelf: And you, do
make resolutions, Mr. Thame?

Mrs. Thame (with her head on one xide

* Dear Eunstace, he 18 really incorrigibility
itself, is he not, dear Canon?

The vanon: | suppose he is. Yes

Major Spennymoor (suddenly)
Qnite.

Thame: 17 Well, of course. Rarthar! 1
never miss anythin’ of that kind. 1 go un-
der ladders religiously, 1 cross my fingers

you, too

Quite,
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when | meet boss eyer—-do y' follow—ang
%0 on. Whar? Just as usnal, | waited until
A quarter to twelve on New VYear's
and then 1 just resolved for Jall |
worth

Miss Ruswarp: Dear me, you don't
50. 1 shonld never haye thought
wonld have betted
give it up

Eve,

was

say
in fact |
that yon O, well, |
I have studied men for years
psychology is’my pet subjeet, but | kpow
nothing, absolutely nothing

Mrs. Tibshelf: Miss Ruswarp implies, |
think, that she wounld never have supposed
that & man of yom ontwardly tuffy
perawent

Thame (with a roar of delight)
Whar? Whay

Miss Ruswarp ts

tem
Flufty

you, though
exactly
s. Tibshelf

tenperament

Of your ontwardly Hufty

contained elements s seri
ons
Thame
know Whar

Mre. Tibshelf: Yon do
making of resolutions « rions]y

Thawe: Good Lord no If 1 qig
shonldn't

But I don't take it serionsly, yer

not take the

miake ‘em

Mrs. Thame: is laugh always takes n

to the sunny «| res of Capri, the coves of

the Itulian ecoast

Lhe Canon (frightfoily nncomfortable

Indeed

Major Spennymore I know those coves
And the bonnders

gratefully

I'he Canon (bowir | I thank
yon si
Mau
Mrs, T

not follow

Spennvinoor: Notertall
shelf: | cannot understand. | do
you. Y

but you do not

udo make

make them

resolntione
seriously. )
anderstand  Mr. Thame
that yon make resolutions without the re

yon wish us to

wotest intention of keeping thew

Thame: You plamp it pat into the empty
nut-shell, dear lady. Whar: | am one of
those fellers who take & pride in all the
dear old Saxon customs. Do yon follow?
You know the wistletoe bongh. the ring
in glass, cows lyin' down, swallows flyin
low, red sk * at night and all those. Whar?
Especially i}.e good old ecastom of roakin
resolutions. 1 was tanght to make ‘em at
Wy mother's knee, and |'ye done it ever
since. Why, 1'd"no more thin k of lettin’ a
New Year's Eve ‘go by without goin
through that good old ceremony than |
woald of chuckin mince pies. Whar?

Mrs. Tibshelf: But then, it you do not
mind gratifying what I think | may term
A very natural curiosity what Jform aoes
your resoluiont-making take

Thame: 1 dunno, The
Whar? 1 do it as 'l was
Yy know. Just as everybody else
st as you do it and the
Whar

Mrs
tails

Thawme: Wel, |

ordinary form
taught

does it

Jnst

others here

Tibshelf Yes, bot we w aint  de

mean I make half a doze

bshelf: Define,

fine

Yo kuow 'Y off too maeh

L CIgar now and the
to the ninepence t

O, yon know Vharr

Mrs. Tibshelf

Cham Vell

nin
rder t

I e

havin' made e and kept
10 the dear old English
Tinshelf: Wel)

I break “em gy 1 sing

stom, |
Mrs well
Thame \uld laeg
syne Inst as v 4-}‘\.mln\‘-\"mf\ else
dees. Whay

And then the Stilton enter wity the hut

ler and breaks a puinful silence

COSMO H AMILTON




