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Is Grand Chapter going to make
Toronto its permanent ahiding place ?
It could do worse.

Reviving dormant chapters should
Le abolished, as excellent reasons have
been sat forth why the practice should
be abandoned.

THE Grand Chapter of Canada has
changed its time of meeting, from July
to January. Is this an indication that
the heated term has had an effect on
elections ?

GranD Z. Robertson continues that
the Royal Arch is the “real summit of
a true Masons journey,” an assertion
that may not please some brethren
burdened with degrees, but neverthe-
less a rock bottom truth. )

TORONTO, AUGUST, 189s.

No. 2.

THEerE should be a revival in Capitu-
far Masonry now, as the Grand 7.
has not only administered a timely re-
buke here and there, but offers some
excellent suggestions.

Bro. E. T. Malone was the moving
spirit in arranging fer the reception of
Grand l.odge.

Bro. Corton has announced himself
asa candidate for D.D.G.M., for To-
ronio district next year.

THE absence of stimulants in the re-
freshmeut room, Massey hall, was not
an attraction for the thirsty brethren.

THE delegates from points outside
of the city received complimentary
tickets to the concert, and they enjoyed
it, as the talent was first-class.

"THE election of Bro. Richard Dinnis,
as D.D.G.AL, of Toronto District was
a fitting compliment to a modest but
energetic Mason.

Bro. Hess’ motion to amend the
the constitution so as to change in
a measure the construction of the
Board of General Purposes did not
commend itself to the brethren, as
it failed to secure a seconder.
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Bro. Ben Alen, Grand Senior War-
den, polled a vote in keeping with his
avordupois, and he deserved it.

THE registration of delegates in the
Queen’s hotel on the evening before
the meeting of Grand Lodge was a
good move,

Bro. ]. E. Harding’s voice was not
powerful enough for Massey Hall, and
P.G.M. Murray, was requested to read
Bro. H’s report on benevolence.

Bro. Dinnis, N.D.G.M,, Toronto
district has appointed Bro. McKmght
district secretary, and the Rev. Mr.
Sims district chaplain.

THE brethren of Grand Lodge do
not feel disposed to give up the privi-
lege of electing officers, as Bro. Cuth-
bert’s motion was defaed by a large
majority.

© Orinions differ as to the usefulness
of Grand Representatives  They may
be ornaments, but they are uselul, and
that usefulness has been experienced
on more that one occasion

THE late president of the Mutual
Reserve Fund Life Association.  Bro.
C. B. Harper, was a prominent, Mason
and his successor is also a member of
Craft.  Bro. Burnham, Past Grand
Master.

Tue twenty-first anhual session of
the Imperial Council, Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine of North Awmerica, will
be held at Nantasket Beach, Mass.,
Sept. 2 and 3. Doubtless the beach is
the nearest approach to a desert within
easy reach. '
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Tuere was some talk in Grand
Lodge of “decayed” brethren. Where
are they? Decayed eggs, decayed
trees, decayed fruit, but decayed
human beings—bah !

THE address of Grand Master White
was not as lengthy as that of his pre-
decessors, but it covered the Masonic
field, what was lacking in verbage was
more than compensated for by the
practical way he treated the watters
dealt with.

Bro. Barwick is determined that the
Masonic Asylum for old and decrepit
brethren will materialize, and suceeded
in getting the report of Masonic Asy-
lum Trust Fund referred to a
special committee, Bro Hoodless, in
seconding the motion, made a neat
and brief speech.

Tue Masonic concert in Massey
Hall, on the evening of the first day of
Grand Lodge meeting, was a decided
success, one of the features of the
evening, and not announced on the
programme, was the happy speech, of
Grand Master White, who captured the
ladies by his complimentary and hu-
morous remarks.

Tue wife of T. W. Parvin, the
daughter of a Past Grand Master, and
the daughter-in-law of Most Worshipful
Brother Theodore Suttor Parvin, ot
Towa, Past Grand Master ; Past Grand
Commander; Past High Priest, and an
active member of the Southiern Supreme
Counail, 33rd and last degree, is a 14th
degree Mason, Lodge of perfection, and
was the Worshipful Master of Martha
Washington Lodge of Master Masons
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in Mexico. Brother Theoadore Sutton
Parvin was himself nighted in Apollo
Commandery No 1 of Chicago, January
10, 1855. He never expected then to
live to see the day when his son and
son’s wife would meet in the same
Master Masons Lodge, and the son’s
wife would be the Worshipful Master.

NOT RETROGRADING.

The multiciplicity of fraternal socie-
ties, many possessing benevolent or
benefit features, has not injured our
grand old institution, as some were
pleased to predict a few years ago.
The attendance at the recent session of
Grand Lodge shows that the Craft is
not only increasing in membership, but
that interest in it is hecoming greater
each successive year. Thereisa charm
about Masonry not to be found in
other societies, and that charm is not
the refreshment roowm, while it would
be absurd to deny the usefulness of
that adjunct in cultivating the social
element, yet it would be equally absurd
to give it greater credit than attaches
toit. The song, the speech, even the
friendly glass, plays their part, but
none or all of them constitute the attrac-
tive features of Masonry, Ask a dozen
Masons why they attend the meeetings
of their respective lodges, and a dozen
different replies will be received what-
ever it is that draws the brethren ont to
the meetings, it vltimately becomes a
part of their narure, and it is as essen-
tial that they sibould attend lodge as
don clean linen. That they are luke-
warm and indifferent Masons must
be admitted, butastudy of such Masons
will unvail the fact that they lack indivi-
duality, and have no specia: character-
istics. They are of the lackadaisical
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class who allow the tide of humanity to
carry them through thc world paying
no attention to their surroundings, and
entirely indifferent to the well being of
humanity. The active zealous Mason
is already a good citizen, as the parts
that urge him to be active in that di-
rection, prompt him to progressiveness
in all matters of business. Masonry
may be old; it may be termed by some
as rusty or moth-eaten, but judging by
recent occuriences it is still progressive,
and its admirers anything but moss-
backs.

DEATH OF BRO. COL. HENDER-
SON.

R. W. Bro. Col. L. H. Henderson,
familiarly known to many of the regu-
lar attendants at Grand Lodge as
« Larry” dropped dead in his office in
Belleville at noon, on July 1gth. A
few minutes previous to this he had
been chatting pleasantly with D B.
Robertson, the city clerk, the chief of
police and a number of American
gentleman. CZoming down stairs he
entered his own office by the side
door leading from the lobby of the city
hall.  His clerk, Capt. Charles Dunlop,
was in the office ai the time. Bro.
Henderson staggered slightly and mut-
tered in a feble way as he entered the
office, “ My God, the pain, the pain!
My breath is leaving me” and sank in-
to a chair. M. Dunlop placed him
on the couch nearby and ran to get

some water. He called to chief of
Police Newton to remain with him.
The chief telephoned immediatly for
Dr. Gibson and went in to stay with
him, but the colonel only gasped a few
times and expired Lefore Mr. Duunlop
or Dr. Gibson arrived. He had been
complaining for a week but had given
no sign immediatly before he died of
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bemng dispirited or ill, Dr. Gibson
said the immediate cause of his death
was heart failure. The office a few
minutes after Bro, IHenderson expired
was crowded with people utterly
amazed and shocked at the terribly sad
intelligence.

Bro. Henderson was born in Picton,
Ontario, about 77 years ago and went
to Belleville when a mere boy. He
had lived most of his life in that city
and had been intimately connected
with the city’s affairs. He leaves a
family of one son, Harvey, connected
with Gajt Bros., DMontreal, and a
daughter, Clara, wife of Captain Sewell
of the Richelieu and Ontario Naviga-
tion Company. He had another son,
Dr, Edward Henderson, who died some
time ago. Bro. Henderson had been
city solicitor for twenty-five years. He
had been city treasurer for three years,
taking the place of Mr. Tarmahill, who
retived.

For many years Bro. Henderson was
an active member of the Craft, filling
many important positions. He was a
P.D.D.G.M,, at the time of his death
a member of the Board of General Pur-
poses, a position in which his keen
knowledge of the detail of the Craft
rendered him very valuable to his bre-
thren. e was of a kindly disposition,
and always ready to render what assis-
tance he could to younger or less skilled
members of the Craft. He was assoéia-
ted with several Masonic bodies.
Among them A. & A. S. R. in which
he had secured the thirty-second de-
gree.

Bro. Henderson was initialed in
Moira Lodge, No 11. On December
9, 1857, his certificate of membership
being No gor on the roll of members
in Canada. He was an honorary
member of Moira Lodge, No. 11; of
Belleville Lodge, No. 123, and of
Eureka Lodge, No. 283. He was also
a member of Moira Chapter, No. 7,
and King Baldwin Preceptory, No. 6.
Awmong the positions he held in the
Craft were the following:—P.D.D.G.
M., of Prince Edward district. Past
Gr:1d Z. of Royal Arch Chapter, Right

Eminent in Great Priory of Canada,
and held decoration of Patents f{rom
Prince of Wales Great Priory of Eng-
land ; Sovereign Grand Commander of
A. & A. Scottish Rite, 33rd and last
degree ; honorary P.G.M. Geueral of
the Sovereign Sanctuary of Royal and
and Oriental Freemasonry of the Royal
Masonic Rite, 33°96.'.90, for the
Dominion of Canada and Province of
Newfoundland, etc.

In military circles he had attained
high positions, having been Major of
the XV Battalion, Argyle Light Infant-
ry, for a great many years and having
received the appointment of Lieu-
tenant-Colonel of that Battallion about
six months ago.

The funeral of Bro. Henderson took
place on July 21st, The brethren
formed in procession at their ball and
marched to their late brother’s re-
sidence, and shortly after their arrival
the 15th Batt, under command of
Major Ponton, marched up and took
its position opposite the house. Fol-
lowing them came the City Council in a
body and the police force under com-
mand of Chiet Newton. A Masonic
service was held at the house’conduct-’
ed by R.\V. Brothers E. T. Malone
from Toronto and Arthur McGinnis of
of Moira Lodge, No. 17 of Belleville.

The casket was wrapped in the folds
of a Union Jack and upon it lay the
sword and helmet of deceased, buried
in numerous beautiful floral tributes.
The battalion presented arms as the
casket was being placed in the hearse.
The procession formed in the following
order.

Pioneer Corps.
1. O. O. F. and military Band
15th batalion Bugle band.
15th Battalion and staff with Arms Re-
versed.
Visiting Officers.
Moira, Belleville and Eureka Lodges
AT & AL
Moira Chapter, No. 7.
King Baldwin Preceptory.
Hearse and Bearers.
Cuief Mourners ¢n Foot.
City Conncil en Foot.
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Police Iorce.
Officers of ggth Battalion
Civic Employees on Foot.
Citizens on Foot.
: Citizens in Carriages.
The pall-bearers were all Knights
Templars, as follows, from King Bald-
win Preceptory No. 6, G. R. C. :—
R. E. J. Parker Thomas, P.G. Mar-
shall, Great Priory ; R.E. Col. Samuel
T. Lazeir, and R.E. H. W. Day, M.
D., P. Prov. Priors; E. Wm. Dacter,
and E. Jeremiah P. Thompson, Past
Preceptors ; E. Wm. H. Beggar, M.D.

The procession marched down
North Front St. thence to Coleman
st. ; along Bridge st. to St. Thomas’
church. The procession was met at the
chursh door by Rev. Canon Burke and
Rev. A. L. Green and it proceeded up
the aisle to a dead march play by Mrs.
Col. Campbell on the organ. Canon
Burke assisted by Rev. Mr. Green, con-
ducted the service. The rain which bhad
been threatening for some time, began
to fall in torrents just as the service was
«nded and it was decided to read the
burial service at the church. In the
meantime the band and the battalion
left for the cemetary. When the rain
had nearly ceased to fall, the procession
reformed and marched up Bridge st. to
Comuercial st., and many drove out
to the cemetary to take in the final
ceremony.

At the request of the W. M, of
Eureka Lodge, No. 287, the impressive
burial service of the Order was render-
ed R.\W, Bro. E. T. Malone, P.D.D.G.
M., of Toronto District No. 11, and
Past Most Eminent Grand Master
‘General of the Great Priory of Canada,
assisted by R. E. J. Parker Thowmas,
Past Grand Marshall of the Great
Priory of Canada, after which the mili-
tary escort fired three volleys and thus
concluded the last tribute to one so
highly respected. The floral tributes
were beautiful and numerous. Follow-
ing is a list of them and by whom
sent :

A Star—Mr. McWhirter, {Chicago)
and Mrs. Carter, (Kingston.)
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Cross—>Mrs. Henderson, (Perth.)

Cross—NMr. and  Mrs.  Meighan,
(Perth.)

Wreath—2Mr. and Mrs. Sewell.

Spray—Mr. and Mrs, Sissicn.

Cut flowers—Mrs W. B. Northrup.

Crescent —Mrs. G, F. Hope.

Spray--Mrs. Newbery.

Cut flowers—Mrs. Milburn.

Cut flowers— Chief Newton.

Pillow—0Officers 15th  Battalion.
“Qur XV. Coonel.”

Pillow—City Council, * Our Treas-
urer.”

The chiet mourners weie:

H. 1. Henderson, Montreal. (son)
I. H. G. Henderson, Montreal,
(grandson) ; Guy Bell, (grandson), R.
Lambton Sewell, (son-in-law) ; Geo. L.
Henderson, R. Croft Hulme, D. A.
McWhirter, Chicago, (nephew) ; R. (.

Carter, Kingston: W. A. Meighan,
Perth: Mast Reginald Meighan,
Perth.

The following officers from other
corps were present: Major Lighthalland
and Capt. Weese, of the 16th, and Col.
Brown, Major Hambly, Surgeon Tracy,
Capts. Johnston and Farley and Lieut.
Watts, of the 4ath Batt.

When the 15th had assembled at the
drill shed before the parade Major
Ponton addressed the men Dbriefly.
He hoped, while the march would be
a long one, that every man would keep
his position in the ranks, as they were
called upon to perform ohe of the sad-
dest duties in the history of the battalion
—that of burying their commanding
officer. The men looked particularly
well, and their marching was favorably
commented upon. They marched to
the cemetary through a heavy down-
pour of rain, headed by the band, and it
was nearly seven o’clock before they
reached the city on their return.

‘The procession was a very long one
and the route was lined with citzens,
who all seem deeply impressed by the
solemnity of the occasion.

Lt.-Col. Cotton, D.A.G,, sent a letter
of regret at his inability to attend the
funeral of Col. Henderson and also ex-
pressing his regretat hisuntimely demise.
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THE PAST MASTER'S DEGREE.

This peculiar institution of Sywmbolic
Masonry is decomed in Missouri. Atthe
last session of the Grand Lodge, R. WV,
Brother Allen McDowell presented an
amendmentto the Coustitution, looking
to the abolishment of said Degree, as a
prerequisite to presiding as Master of
a Lodge. The system of Capitular Ma-
sonry having incorporated the Degree
and made it a part of its Ritual, the ques-
tion naturally arose, to whom does this
Degree belong?  Royal Arch Masonry
claims and confers it, and said clain is
conceded by Symbolic Masonry. Itcan
not belong to both. Besides to confer it
upon a brother because he has been
elected to preside overa Lodge, and call
him a Pas? master before he is mstalled,
or has passed the chair, hasalwaysseem-
ed very peculiar, if not worse. To this
writer, the anomaly has been a source
of amusement, and the folly existing,
placed the thing beyond the limits of
intelligent appreciation Before send-
ing out to the Lodges the printed form
of the amendment, proposed by Broth-
er McDowell, I addressed a circular
to every Grand l.odge in the United
States and the Dominion of Caunada,
asking what was the custom in their
jurisdictions, as to requiring the Master
elect to receive the degree of Past dMa-
ster before presiding as Master. An-
swe s from nearly all the Grand l.odges
addressed were received. ‘These replies
show that about one-half of the Grand
Lodges do not require the Degree as a
qualification to serve as Masters of
Lodges. Others confer the Degree but
declare it useless, and repudiate it as
an appendage to Symbolic Masonry.
The Degree is not in high favor in some
Grand jurisdictions where used. The
amendment submitted by Bro. McDae-
well, was prirted and sent to the Lodges
the First of February, asking their con-
sideration and action. Replies have
come to hand from a majority of the
Lodges. Enough have already voted to
send the Degree to ‘“ the moles and
bats.” Itis doomed, so far as its con-
nection with Symbolic Masonry in Mis-
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souti is concerned. Qut of the hund-
reds of votes sent in, only twenty-
five refused to approve the proposed
change.  Good bye, dear old anomaly.
Go thou to thy rest, like one who draws
the drapery of oblivion about him and
lies down to a wakeless nap.
Joux~ D. VinciL.

-——The Masonic Consteltation,

TORONTO INDUSTRIAL FAIR.

An unkroken record of successes in
the past is the best possible guarantee
that the Toronto Industrial Exhibition
of 1895, which opens on the 2nd of
September, will be a display of unri-
valled attractiveness. Many improve-
ments in the buildings and grounds
have been made to further the con-
veinence of exhibitors and the public,
and with the return of an era of prosper-
ity the enterprise of the management will
doubtless be rewarded by a thorough
appreciation of the inducements offer-
ed. The volume of exhibits this sea-
son will be larger and more diversified
than ever before, and special attrac-
tions ofa briliant and exciting charac-
ter will be presented, including the
noval military spectacle © The Relief
of Lucknow.” with gorgeous Oriental
accessories and pyrotechnic effects on
a scale of grandeur and variety hither-
to unequalled. The system of cheap
railway fares and special excursions
from far and and uear enables all to
visit the fair at trifling cost and every-
one should take advantage of the op-
portunity, as it embodies all that is best
worth seeing and knowing in mechani-
cal progress and scientific invention.
All entries close on the 1oth of August,

" The special commettee on Masonic
Charity in Iowa, report that in their
opinion it is the best way to dispense
relief through the medium of Lodges,
with such assistance as may be needed
from the Grand l.odge Charity fund.
This was because there could be found
only 17 wen, 2 widows and five or-
phans to enter a Masonic Home.
Towa has a membership of 26,103.
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MASONRY CONDONES NO
CRIME.

From tme immemorial the slander
against Masonry has been steadily pro-
mulgated that Masons will condone
crime and assist the criminal Mason to
escape from the grasp of justice.
Never was a lie permitted to survive
so long as this, and without a particle
of evidence be resurrected from time to
time. Last week here in Detroit this
slander received what ought to be a
death blow, in the case of Col. Farms-
worth, city assessor, who stood charged
with having personal knowledge of
some "+ boodling” matter, which he re-
fused to expose on the grounds that his
information was received from a per-
sonal friend whom he would not be-
tray. The police judge in Detroit is
vested with grand jury power to inves-
tigate crime.  Farnsworth was brought
before him, questioned, and flatly re-
fused to answer. The prosecuting at-
torney insisted upon judgment, and
the Colonel was sentenced to thirty
days in jail for contempt. Now, the
point is just here. Col. Farnsworth,
Prosecuting Attorney Fraser and Police
Justice Sellers are all three personal
friends and Masons, belonging to the
same Masonic bodies of the more ad-
vanced degrees, and if any possibie
favor was to be shown it might nat-
urally be looked for from each to the
other. But on the contrary, a court
officer escorted to the common county
jail the assessor—by the way one of
the most respected gentlemen in the
city—and to get out of serving his sen-
tence the supreme Court of the State
must first pass upon the justice of his
sentence. Now, here is a clear case in
which Masonry had no disposition to
intrude its presence between the law
and its transgressors, and we insist that
the same rule is ever observed, all
slander to the contrary notwithstand-
ing. Now, there is a serious moral at-
tached to this incident, which we seek
here to emphasize. Freemasoury, is
not organized to sustain and protect
its membership in wrong doing. It is

based upon obedience to'the moral law
and that of the land in which it is
located. It throws no shield about the
criminal, nor has it any use for such.
The commission of a crime is a serious
infraction of a Masonic obligation, and
is pumshable with suspension or ex-
pulsion.  No Mason is obligated to
shield or condone crime, else would
vinety-nine hundredths of the member-
suip leave the institution in disgust.
On the contrary, it secks to make men
pure, true, clean, law-observing and
law-abiding citizens.—Z%ke American
Tyler.

AN UNWISE DEPARTURE.

Freemasonry is without doubt the
oldest established institution in the
world. This is gererally admitted by
the great majority of people of the pre-
sent day, whether they are Masons or
not. Its greal age has been attained
by a strict adherence to so-called land-
marks, that it was made unlawful for any
man or body of men toremove. These
are recognized as baving been establish-
ed in the beginning, and made un-
changeable by the founders of the In-
stitution. By whom, when or where this
was done may not be satisfactorily es-
tablished, nor can it be an institution
that existed in a prehistoric age, and has
only traditionsfor its earliest history. So
far as written history of Masonry avails,
this theory is well supported, and for
many generations past it has been gen-
erally accepted and adhered to as being
finally settled.

The Masons of the present day sup-
pose themselves to be following in the
footsteps of their forefathers fcr many
generations. The great mass of them
have been taught and believe this to be
their imperative duty. and have no dis-
position to do otherwise. It istrue all
have not been taught exactly alike, and
hence there is not absolate uniformity
in all things pertaining to the govern-
ment and ritualistic work of Masonry.
Experience has shown that this is not
essential to the growth and prosperity
of the Institution. There 1s a wide
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difference in this regard, in many re-
speets, in Masonry as practiced in
Pennsylvania and Indiana, and yct in
both of these great States there is pros-
perity, growth and happiness within
the domain of Masonry. In each the
Craft are working in harmony accord-
ing to the light that has been given
them.

We now cone to the special point
in the article.  One of the cardinal
principles of Masonry has always been,
that its esoteric ritual should not be
committed to writing. The neophyte
is impresively taught this lessou in his
very first step in Masony.  There is in
the whole system of Masonry, and the
great multiplicity of degrees following
this first one, no more binding obliga-
tion thais the candidate takes upon the
checkered pavement, and thare is no
power that can absolve him from it.
It is this that has been the safe-guard
of Masonry as it bas come down
through past ages  Men claiming to
be Masans, have at different periods in
the past published what they claim to
be correct expositions of the esoteric
ritual of Masonry, but they never had
any evidence to establish its correct-
ness, save their own individual, un-
supported word. This counted for
little with the most of people outside
of the Masonic Order. If these ex-
posers had ever been Masons, the fact

of their revealing sccrets in violation of

their obligations to xeep them, branded
them in the eyes of the world ‘as per-
jurers, whom honest men would not
believe, hence their pretended exjosi-
tion did no harm to Masonry.

There are, howevcr, some Masons
of the present day who seem to have
grown wiser in their own conceit, at
least, than their forefathers, or even the
founders of this time-honored institu-
tion. Strange as it may appear to the
brother who holds in conscientious re-
gard the obligations taken upon the
altar of Masonry, it has comé to the
point at last where a great Grand
Lodgelike that of Ohio, Massachusetts,
or Michigan, can wilfully violate this
most solemn obligation, and order a

written copy of the esoteric work made,
1o 1 e preseved in the archives of the
Grand lodge, from  which cypher
cepies are to be made for the use of
Ladges. We are not so very much
surprised that this bas Leen done in
Ohio, where seme other no less absurd
departures frem ancient usuages of the
Craft have been perpetrated in the last
few years, but in staid old Massachu-
setts we did not deem such a thing
possible ! And itis not surprising to
us that the Grand Lodge of the'old Bay
State should be first made to feel the
the effect of this unwise departure from
the old method of transmitting the
esoteric work from mouth to ear.

Much as we dislike to give this
matter the publicity of : ppearing in a
Masonic Journal that many read who
are not Masons, we have already seen
it in several of our exchanges, and
knowing ones may wonder why the
Adzocate has nothing to say about it
It has developed that in a few months
after the written copy was made by
order of the Grand l.odge of Massachu-
setts, it appeared for sale in print, and
two prominent Masons were expelled
Ly the Grand Lodge for publishing it.

They claimed that there was no
greater offence in issuing one thousand
copies than in making a single written
copy. One thing is very surc: if the
written copy had not been made, there
would have beeun w0 printed ones. The
first offence was by the Grand Lodge,
and the offence of these two brethren
was but a natural sequence to it.

Grand Lodges that have been led
into this unwise depature can not too
soon recind their action, and cause all
written or printed copies of esoteric
work to be cremated.—A/asonic Adzo-
cate.

It is against the law of the Grand
Lodge to wear any jewels or cloth-
ing in a Craft Lodge purporting to be-
long to any other degree than Craft Ma-
sonrv, and the R.W. M. would be act-
ing ite with'n his right in requesting
any brother wearing such to either take
them off or withdraw.
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1S IT A MASONIC OFFENSE?

In iowa, one suspended for non-
payment of dues, ten or more years
thereafter moves eisewhere and visils.
Is it a Masouic offense? The Coem-
mittee on ¢ Jurisprudence answers,
“Yes,” and the report was adopted

The Zrestle Board, of San Fran-
cisco, commenting on the above, suys.
Now we do not demur at the decision
under the law, but we do condemn
the law as uncharitable and un-Ma-
sonic. ‘The brother is still a Mason
and under the full obligations of Ma-
conry so far as he could in his po ver
somply. We assume that he failed to
pay his dues from inability. He paid
as long as he was able.  Before he be-
came a member of any Lodge and im-
mediately alterbeing madea Master Ma-
son, he was assured that he wasa Ma-
ster Mason qualified to mect in all
Master Mason gatherings, and a as
much was commended to their kind
care and couvsideration.  He was then
alterwards informed that he could be-
come a member of the Lodge in which
he obtained his degrees by signing the
by-laws, andthereby would be subjected
to its rules and burdens. He had been
suspended only from membership, be-
cause the burdea was more than he
could bear. Therefore he was entitled
to none of its benefits. It does not
appear that he visited any Lodge for ten
years ; If he had done so, what rights
ot henefits did he obtain? He was
entitled to no benefits [rom the Lodge ;
it does not appear that he asked for
any—perhaps he did. The Book of
the Laws says: *“Ask, and it shall be
given you.” If he did ask, it was no
Masonic offense, nor were they as a
Lodge under obligations to him. They
were under the individual cobliga-
tion to him, from which nothing
but expulsion can relieve them. So,
in consequence, the law was invoked
to apply to him, and he is unable to
pay the dues demanded to place him
in “good standing,” and has noth-
ing to offer in justification of his “ of-
fence” in trying to hold Masonic com-

munication with his brethren, the re-
sult will be “expulsion” or “ Masonic
death” for non-payment of dues, or en-
deavoring to carry a burden he could
not bear. Truly, this is on phase of
brotherly love, relief and truth.

HE IS GROWING OLD.

“Yes, he is growing old,” they say.
The mitiate, the energetic Master, the
brilliant Grand officer, is on the rising
side of the meridian to-day, and the
old man of tomorrow. ‘The bud of
now ; the “last leaf of then.,” Where
is the “last leal” in our Masonic
bodies? Whereis he “who is growing
old?” Where is the once bright, am-
bitious Master, when the almond tree
flourishes, when the windows are dark-
ened?  Dimitted, forgotten, buried,
unknown ! Where is he who onice bore
the burden and the heat of the day,
after three score years bave tinged his
hair with gray ? Crowded out ; crowded
ou.—out—out! Age, and often penury,
hzve rung an unwilling ditmit from the
Lodge he loved ; the Lodge in which
he won his laurels, achieved his ambi-
tion : where his hand was guided by
justice and his purse open to the
needy. “The last leaf,” tossed by ad-
versity, trembhing under infirmity, falls
from the bough, dimitted, gone!

This is not a fancied sketch. The
great army of non-affiliates are by a
large majority old men, The lot of
the average is a dependence upon his
children, or other relatives, The
period when the dues of the Iodge,
Chapter and Commandery were will-
ingly and easily paid has passed; now
it becomes a burden, and rather than
suffer humiliation, he withdraws and
loses his Masonic home, his birthright.

It is a shame, the disgrace of Ma-
sonry, that Lodges going on exacting
dues from the patriarchs, the fathers,
and drive them to dimission! The
Grand Bodies should enact a law put-
ting every Mason who has arrived at
the age of sixty on thelife member list.
Yes, pension her faithful soldiers!—
The Orient.
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MERCENARY MASONRY.

In his address to the Grand Lodge
of New York, at its 114th annual com-
munication, M. W. Bro. John Hodge,
under e head of non-payment of
dues, has the following :

“An examination of the reports of
the Grand Secretary for the last ten
years, relating to the numbers unaffili-
ated lor non-payment of dues, discloses
a condition of affaivs that should re-
ceive the camnest attention of the Ma-
ster of every Lodge. It will Le ob-
served by the following summary, that
the namber of naaffiliated is largely in
excess of the number restoved. From
1885 ta 1894, the number of unaffili-
ated was 24,0914 ; for the same period.
there were restored, 10,754

*In all fraternal organizations, un-
less pecuniary benefiis depend upon
good standing, it is vatural that manv
will through carelessness or lack of
interest, permit their membership to
lapse.  Experience has taught me that
this condition can, to a very great ex-
tent to be remedied, if the Secretary of
the Lodge is fathfal in the perform-
ance of his duty. It is reasonable to
suppose that the great number annually
unaffiliated  would be materially  re-
duced, if the Secretary of the Lodge 1s
not himsell careless in the the dis-
charge of the dutics incumbent upon
him.  An effort on his part to collect
the dues of members weuld greatly re-
duce the number of unaftiliates.

“An example in the recent past,
where a Secretary for two consecutive
years succeeded in obtaining from all
the members of his Lodge the amount
of their dues, is the best evidence of
what can be accomplished by a wide-
awake, active officer.  If an effort were
made in the same direction by all the
Secretaries of Lodges in which there
are delinquent members, the number
of unaffiliatious for non-payment of
dues would bLe exceedingly small.
When we consider that in the last ten
years more than fourteen thousand
have remained unaffiliated, and that
thereby, with the daes averaging two
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dollars and fifty cents each per annu,
more  than three hundred and ifty
dollars thousand have been lost to the
Lodges, we readily admit that this
matter is worthy of consideration, and
should receive the best attention of
every brother who has the wellare of
his lodge at heart”

Speaking as one with twenty-one
terms’  experience as  Secretary ot
Lodge, Chapter and Commandery, we
must differ with the M. W. Brother in
in txe intimation that the Secretary is
more responsible in this conncction
than any one clse.  The Lodge, in its
treatment of impecunious brethren, is to
be blamied in nine cases out of ten. The
best Sceretaries bave been within, our
observation, the Secretaries who work
for love of the Order and smali pay,
same as the other officers of the Lodge,
and in such is 10 be found the least
non-affiliation.  The Secretaries seceiv-
ing the highest pay generally are the
poorest collectors, and hence non-affi-
lation is larger.

CONCISE MASONIC HISTORY.

Tue following is a synopsis of a
speech made by Rev. J. Ho Amacker,
ol Arkansas, giving a bricf history of
the Masonic fraternity om is founda-
tion to the present day.

tst. A definition of  Freemasoary,
showing that it has always been con
stdered under two denomiiations, viz. :
aperative and speculative.  Operative
Masonry being simply a knowledge of
mechanics, this form of it is as old as
the world. Primeval man being utterly
ignorant of everything, had to learn by
experience.

2ad. The liberal arts and sciences,
music and religious truth, were also ad-
ded to the mechanical arts by the so-
cieties why h are organized in the ear-
Hest ages for the purpose of preserving
a knowledge of what has been learned.

3d. The principles of these early so-
cieties known as the “ Lux™ of the pa-
trical age, Geometry, Philosophy—
but mare commanly cudled “Mysteries”™
—wete in their oldest and purest form,
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the same as the fundamental principles
of Freemasonry,

a4th. The Ancient  Mysteries  ex-
plained, showing that in them all was
preserved, a symbolic representative of
a death, burial and resurrection.

sth. One’of the oldest societivs of
purely operative Masons was the * Si-
donian Builders,” organized by the
priesc-architects of T'yre about 1500
years before Christ,  ‘T'hey built the
temple of Solomon and introduced
Masonry into Isracl.

6th. A company of Jewish Masons
appeared in Rome 38 years after it was
founded. They formed the [amous
Roman College of Architects, which
continued until the downfall of the em-
pire, A. ). 476.  This fraternity of
¢ Builders” being composed of artists
and learned men, contributed large!, to
the greatness of Rome. A lodge or
company went with each legion of the
army.  They were civil engincers, the
sappers and miners af the age and the
best educated men of the time. When-
ever countries were conquered these
fraternities were to be found building
up in far better style what war had de-
stioyed.

In AL D. 166 Jewish Masonvy was
introduced into Britain, and as the is-
land was conquered by the Romans,
gradually spread all over the lnd.  In
A. D. 976, the First Grand Lodge of
England was formed by Prince Edwin
of York, since which time the wtue
Israelites have been called * Ancient
York Masons.”

In A.D. 1717 the Grand Lodge of
England decided that Masonry should
no longer be restricted to Operative
Masons.  Since that time the lodges
kave wrought in Speculative Masonry
only.

PRACTICAL BENEVOLENCE.

From the Zondon Eng., Frecmason
the following is taken, which shares
the depth of Masonic fHiendship and
benevoleuce in his Mother Land :—

A scheme is on foot for organizing a
testimonial to the family of the late
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Bro. E. A, Francis, P, P72, Precep-
tor of the Brixton Lodge of Instruction,
No 1949, who died at the early age of
45 years in December. The idea is to
raise such a sum ol mouey as will ena-
ble the widow to clear off, or at all
events materially reduce, the mortgage
on her house, and if this is done, there
is a reasonable probability that she will
be freed frorm all serious care as to the
future.  Bro. Irancis was a most ex-
emplary Mason, and beld in high es-
teem by all who had the privilege of
his acquaintance.  He was initiated in
Vermont, U.S.A\,, in 1873, and on re-
tuning to England joined, in 1879,
the Skelmersdale Lodge, No, 1638,
and was installed W.MM. in 18go. He
was alsoa P.AL No. 183, and P.Z. of
the Burdett Chapter, No. 1293~—hav-
ing been esalted to the Royal Arch in
the Panmur Chapter. No. 720, in 1885
—and PP, 1st AL G. Soj. of Middlesex.
He was also a Life Governor of the
Masonic Institutions, and  had served
sundry  Stewardships, on their behalf]
but his most successful work was done
in his capacity of Preceptor of the
Briston liodge of Instruction, No.
1959, Treasurer of the industry Chap-
ter of Improvement, No. 186, and as
Precptor of the Rose of Denmark
Lodge of Instruction, No, 975- In
these several capacities, as well as in
that of President of the Masonic Bere-
volent Association connected with the
Brixton Lodge of Instruction, our late
Bro. E. A. Francis did very great ser-
vice to the Craft, and we trust this ap-
peal on behalfl of his widow and child-
ren will be productive of benefit to
them.

There s no law written or unwritten
which requires a l.odge to show its
Warnant to a visitor, although it bas
been both asked and done.  Before a
brother visits a Lodge, he ought to be
satisfied that the Lodge is regular, and
as the visit is made presumably to please
the visitor and not the visited, the
Lodge cannot be asked to do ior him
what he ought to have done for himself
before the visit.
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FORTIETH ANNUAL COMMUNI-
CATION.

The fortieth Annual Communication
of the Grand Lodge of Canada was
opened in Massey Hall, Toronto, on
July 17th, the attendance representing
some thirteen hundred voles. Among
the Past Grand Masters on the dais
were ML W. Bros. D. Spry, London ;
Hon. J M. Gibson, Q.C., Hamilton;
Henry Robertson, ().(,‘., Collingsood ;
J- K. Kerr, Q.C., Toronto; R. T.
Walkem, Q C., Kingston ; Hu"h Mur-
ray, H'umllon A. A, Stevenson, of
Monteal, and J. Ross Robertson, To-
ronto.

The Grand Master, W. R. White,
Q.C., of Pembroke, presided.  He was
supported by R. W. Bro. W Gibson,
MLP., Deputy Grand Master, and the
Deputies of the various districts of the
province.

After the formal ceremony of open-
ing, his Worship Bro. Mayor Kennedy
was introduced, and on behalf of the
city, made a neat speach of welcome,
to which Grand Master White respond-
ed suitably.

R. W. Bro. E. T. Malone, P.D.D.G.
M., Chairman of the local Reception
Commiittee rcpreaentinv the city lodges,
presented the "n.ctms::, of the lommo
Lrethren embeodied in a handsomely
engrossed address, to which the Grand
Master likewise responded. These
formalities concluded, the business of
the session was opened with.

THE GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS.
Brethren of the Grand Lodge.

I have much pleasure in welcoming
you to this the forticth Annual Com-
munication of the Grand Lodge of
Canada.

We have gathered here from all parts
of the jurisdiction, animated, I trust,
l)) one object—the advancement of
the best interests of M'\sonr)

It will be the duty of Grand Lodge
to discuss and legislate upon such ques-
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tions as may be brought before itand I
have no doubt such matters as may en-
gage your attention will be dealt with
in that spirit of judicial fairness that’
has always characterized the proceed-
ings at our Annual Communications.

My duty on this occasion is to call
your attention in as brief a manner as
possible to the work done during the
year and to put before you such matters
as I may consider worthy of your at-
tention, either now or at some future
time.

Before doingso I deem it right to ex-
press to you my very sincere apprecia-
tion of the high honour you conferred
upon me last year in almost unanimous-
ly placing me in the exalted position of
ruler of the Cralt in this jurisdiction.
1 assure you, in all hounesty and sinceri-
ty, that I know of no position in the
gift of any body of men in the land that
could confer higher honour upon the re-

ciplent But I am aware that the high
honours  atterding the position of

Grand Master are attended with great
responsibilivies.  If I have failed to
satisfy your high expectations, I sball
make neither agology nor excuse,  If,
however, I have come within even
reascnable reach of these expectations,
I shall be more than satisfied, when I
know that I am weighed in the same
balance as the long line of illustrious
and able Masouns who have proceeded
me 1 the occupency of this chair.

The year has been marked by no
Masonic event of importance. I have
niot been called upon to decide any
question of great moment.  Our rela-
tions with other Grand Ledges have
been most cordizl, and, within our own
jurisdiction, I think I amsafe in saying
that scarcely a ripple of discord has dis-
turbed that peace and harmony, which
seem to have become the normal con-
dition of this Grand lLodge. I am
pleased to he able to say that the re-
cord for this year, as set out in the re-
ports of the D.D.G.M.’s of the differ-
ent districts, shows an ever increasing
interest in the work, and a healthy con-
dition generally existing among the pri-
vate jouges.
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DEDICATIONS.

The best possible evidence of (he
healthy condition of the Order is the
number of new lodge rooms I have
been called upon to dedicate during
the year, all of them comfortable, con-
venient, and, in some case, luxurious
homes for the Craft during both labour
and refreshment.

The following is a list of the lodge
rooms dedicated :

At Windsor, on September z7th,
1894, by myself.

At Pembroke, on November 22nd,
1894, by myself.

At St. Thomas, on January 14th,
1893, by myself.

At Wyoming, on March 14th, 1893,
Ly myself.

At Galt, on April 26th, 1895, by
myself,

At Alynmier, on November sth, 1894,
by P G.M., M.AV. Bro. J. M. Gthson,
and at Thamesferd, Febrnary, on Feb-
ruary 7th, 1893, by R. W. Bro. William
Gibson, M.P.,, D.G.M.

While upon this subject, it may not
be out of place for me to suggest that
in most of the cities and large towns in
the jurisdiction efforts should be made
10 acquire property in lLusiness locali-
ties and by means of joint-stack com-
prnies, or otherwise erect suitaine build-
ings. The income that could be de-
rived from the portions of the buildings
rented for business purposes, ought to,
in most cases, in time pay for the build-
ings, or, at all events, pay good interest
upon the investment.

BY-LAWS.

I have had transmitted to me for ap-
proval during the year a large number
of by-laws which have been revised or
amended by the several ludges forward-
ing the same. I regret that in many
cases they had to be returned for fur-
ther revision and alteration, either from
some informality in the by-laws sub-
mitted or because they conflicted with
the constitution. It would be advis-
able that lodges should exercise more
care in these matters, and thus save a
great deal of unnecessary correspon-

dence both on the part of the Grand
Secretary and mysell.

CORNER-STONUES.

On the the 28th of September, 1894,
I Jaid the corner-stone of the new Town
Hall at Cayuga, in the presence of a
large number of the brethren and the
citizens of the town and surrounding
country, and on the 16th May, 1895,
M.V Bro. Walkem, at my request, laid
the corner-stone of St. Jude's church
{Anglican) at Napanee Mills

CEREMONIES.

At the diffetent Masonic functions
in which Fhave taken part during the
year, I have found the Book of Cere-
monies, pregared and issued under the
authority and during the regime of my
immediate predecessor, M. W. Bro.
Gibson, of great value and assistance,
and I have no doubt it has been of es-
timateable value to the various D.D.
G.Ms.

IMSPENSATIONS FOR NEW LODGES.

The following dispensations for new
lodges have been granted : Bonnechere
Lodge, at Eaganville, on 23rd Octc ber,
18941 ; Algonquin Lodge, at Elmsdale,
on 11th May, 1895.

RULINGS.

1 have not been called upon to make
many rulings during the year, although
the usual plethora of questions has
been asked. Ir every case where a
hypothetical query was put in the usual
“AB.C.D.” form, I have declined an-
swering, on the ground that I did not
consider it any part of the Grand Ma-
ster’s duty to furnish the brother asking
the question with ammunition to bom-
bard some brother who held different
views.

In every instance where a real differ-
ence of opinion existed upon a point
which involved the government of the
lodge, or a real live issue between its
members, I did not hesitate to decide
according to the best of my judgement.
I am pleased to say that I have had less,
perhaps, of this work to do than most
of my predecessors.
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The subject which I found the most
trouble in dealing with was the ques-
tion of physical qualifications.  In all
such cases [ felt constrained to leave
the matter to the W.M., or D D .M.,
who could personally see whether the
candidate could comply with the re-
quirements of the constitution or not.
I regret very much that my views on
this subject differ slightly from those
expressed by some former Grand. Ma-
sters. I favor a liberal interpretation
of the constitution rather than a strict
one. I think if a candidate possesses
the necessary mental and moral quali-
fications, it would be a great hardship
if he should be deprived of the bencfits
of Masonry because he has some shght
physical defect which prevents him
from absolutely, and in the most per-
fect manrer, complying with all the
ceremonies of the work of Grand
Lodge.

LEGISLATION.

Your attention will Le directed to
several amendments to the constitution,
proposed to be made at this session of
Grand Lodge, and, without in any way
seeking to influence Grand Lodge,
either for or against any of the proposed
legislations. T deem it my duty to ad-
dress you a few words of caution upon
the subject, I have always thought,
and stll think, that Grand 1 .dge
should hasten slowly in making amend-
ments to the constitution:  If anything
is found to .work either injury to the
Craft or an injustice to any large num-
ber of individual Masons, then, it is
not only your right but your duty to so
amend the constitution as to remedy
the evil.  But let me remind you that
no system of human laws has yet been
devised which, while doing perfect
justice in gg cases, may not do injustice
in the hundredth.  Unless, therefore,
the wrong is videspread and glaring, it
may be as well to let matters remain as
they are.

On the question of abolishing repre-
sentatives to other Grand lodges,
while they may be strong arguments in
favor of such a course, it must be
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borne in mind that they cost us noth-
ing, and may be both useful an orna-
mental. At all events, they form a
sentimental link in the chain of frater-
nal courtesies, that are constantly be-
ing exchanged between our Grand
Lodge and other [riendly Grand bodies.
An attempt will be made to settle the
much vexed question of the residence of
a candidate ; let us hope it will prove
successful,

You will also be asked to restrict or
regulate the practice of permitting
other than the recognized work of this
Grand Lodge in private lodges. Many
will think this a move in the right
direction, and that the working of a
different ritual in our lodges upon cer-
tain occasiv.s is not beneficial. T trust
this matter will receive your serious
consideration.  Other matters of which
notice have been given are: A re-
organization of that very useful body
the Board of General Purposes; the
centralization of Grand Lodge; the
appointment of certain Grand l.odge
officers now elected ; the old, and well-
discussed question of transacting the
business of private lodges in the third
degree, and a proposed amendment in
the manner of voting in private lodges.
All these matters are worthy, of and no
doubt will, receive your careful con-
sideration.  Let us hope that we may
all be guided to proper decisions in
these different subjects.

REMOVAL OF LODGES.

During the year a lodge was, by con-
sent of the D.N.G. M., moved from one
place to another. This occasionad
considerable adverse comment, and
representations were made to me re-
specting the same. On looking into
the matter, I found that, by clause 69
of the Constitution, the D.D.G.M. has
the power to give or refuse his consent
in such a case. And, as no charge of
irregularity or impropriety was made, I
do not feel at liberty to arbitarily cancel
the consent given by the D.D.G.M. I
felt bound to assume that, acting with-
in his powers, he had acted properly,
that if the parties concerned felt ag-
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grieved they could appeal to Grand
Lodge, which would meet shortly. It
may be well to consider, in the light or
this case, whether the powers of D.D.
G s, in such matters, should not be
restricted somewhat.

CANVASSING FOR OFFICE.

Representations have been made to
we that the practice of canvassing for
office is becoming prevalent in both
private lodges and Grand Lodges, and
havingbeenconvinced, throughdevelop-
ments made in an appeal against the
election of an officer in a certain pri-
vate lodge, that the most open and
unblushing canvassing bad taken place
in that particular instance, 1 deem it
my duty to conderin as strongly as
possible any such practice.  Friends
may speak well of one whose meritand
ability entitle him to be promoted to
office in either privale lodge or
Grand Lodge. But the making of
slates, the pledging of brethren to vote
one way or the other, and all the other
wiles and dodges so well kuow to the
politician are utterly foreign to the
genius and spirit of Masonry, and
should be most emphatically frowned
upon and discountenanced by every
true Mason. Let us hope, for the
credit of Grand Lodge, as well as priv-
ale lodges, that this evil does not exist
to any alarming extent, and that the
representations made 10 me are either
without foundation or somewhat exag-
gerated.

OFFICIAL VISITS.

I bave endeavored, in so far as my
other pressing public and privere busi-
ness would allow me, to visit nearly
every part of the jurisdiction during the
past year; either for the purpose of
presiding over special communications
of Grand Lodge, or to attend social
gatherings of the brethren in Masonic
centres. Everywhere have I been re-
ceived, personally, in the heartiest and
most hospitable manner, and officially,
with that respect and loyalty to the of-
fice which I bhold, which has always
characterized the Masons of this juris-
diction,
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A very pleasant feature of some of
these gatheriugs was the presence of
large numbers of ladies, especially at
Kingston, av the centennial celebration
of the Ancient St. Johns Lodge: at
London at the Masonic conversazione,
and at Windsor and Pembroke, on the
occasion of che dedication of their new
halls.  An equally noticeable, and, to
me, a most gratifying feature was the
total absence of wines and other intoxi-
cants at these festive gatherings—
strong proof, if such were needed, that
the Masons may be safely left to deal
with this question without the necessity
of any rhitruy legislation by Grand
l.odges.

INVESTMENTS.

At the last meeting of the Boara of
General Purposes, a resolution was
passed authorizing me to enquire into
the status of investinents of Grand
Lodge, and obtain, if necessary, a
legal opinion as to the position of these
investments, and the order in
which they rank in valie as assets or
claims upon the various societies con-
cerned ; and, further, that if after such
examination, I thought a change
necessary in investment, the matter
should be reported to the Finance
Committee for immediate action and
investment under my direction.

I obtained the legal opinion of M.
W. Bro. J. K. Kerr, Q.C., which will
be submitted for your information.
His view was that, as holders of the de-
bentures of the several institutions in
which Grand Lodge funds are invested,
we ranked equally with depositors and
other creditors upon the assets of the
company, and that depositors had no
higher or better right or claim upon
the company, its assets or estate.
Fortified with this opinion, which, I
may say, is the same as I myself had
formed, and being assured by several
leading financiers that there was no
suspicion of the absolute solvency of
any of these insiitutions, I did not con-
sider a change of investment necessary,
but, in order to continue the invest-
ments as they were, we should have to
take renewed debentures of tha com _
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pany, extending over a term of years,
and, by some oversight, no doubt, the
resolution does not in specific terms
give me that authority, and I declined
assuming the responsibility of re-invest-
ing. I laid the whole matter before a
special meeting of the Finance Com-
mittee, and it was decided that the
moneys should he allowed to remain
on deposit with the several companies,
the Giand Secretary having arranged
what interest should be allowed us un-
til this meeting of the Grand Lodge,
when you will no doubt be able to
deal satisfactorily with the question of
re-investing these funds. I may be
permitted to suggest that in case of se-
curities hereafter maturing during re-
cess, a committee composed of the
chairman of the Finance Commnittee,
the President of the Board of General
Purposes, the Grand ‘Ireasurver and
Grand Secretary should have general
powers to re-invest in such securities as
they may consider sale.
APPOINTMENT.

Right Worshipful Bro. Rowat, D.D.
G.M,, of London District No. 3, having
removed from the jurisdiction, I ap-
pointed R. W. Bro. A. E. Cooper, G.
JV., acting 1.D.G.M. for the balance
of R. W. Bro. Rowat’s termy of office.
R. W. Bro. Cooper has discharged the
duties of the office to the entire saltis-
faction of the district and myself.

A WORTHY ASSOCIATION.

The General Masonic Relief Associa-
tion of the United States and Canada,
established some years ago for the pro-
tection of the Craft in the distribution
of funds for the relief of worthy appli-
cants, is rendering excellent service,
In our own jurisdiction the experience,
since Grand Lodge affiliated, has been
most satisfactory,and the recent affilia-
tions of the Grand lLodge of Nova
Scotia and other bodies, indicate a
growing appreciation of the wisdom of
our well-timed action in affiliating eight
years ago. :

CLOSING OBSERVATIONS.

1 bave thus, my brethren, endeavour-

ed, as briefly as possilile, to lay before
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you the record of the past year, and to
make such suggestions as my past
year’s experience has led me to believe
might be useful to yeu.  Bat hefore
closing my address, 1 desire to say that
my year of office has been rendered
peculiarly pleasant to me by the cor-
dial support I have receivd from every
Grand Lodge officer.

T'he Deputy Grand Master, Wardens,
Chaplain and other officers have made
great personal sacrifices, and travelled
long distances to aid me in the petform-
ance of my duties. I appreciate, to the
fullest extent, their kindness and loyal-
ty to me, personally, and their devotion
to the interest of the Craft. To my
predecessors in office, T have been
much indebted for their ever ready
counsel and astistance The experi-
ence gained by them during theiryearsof
office has been always most readily and
gencrously placed at my service, and
that living encyclopaedia of Masonic
knowledge, the Grand Secretary, has
always been ready to furnish me with
information and data, drawn from that
inexhaustible storehouse, of which he
alone possesses the key.

1 feel, indeed, that I have been es-
pecially fortunate.

Let us, while thanking the G.A.O.T.
U. for the peace and harmony that ex-
ists among us, and for our very satis-
factory progress during the year, pray
most earnestly for a continvance of
these blessings.

Among the visitors present were M.
W. Bro. Judge Wedderburn, Past
Grand Master of New Brunswick, and
R. W. Bro. W. Allen, Past Grand
Junior Warden of Nova Scotia, both of
whom were received and welcomed
with the customary honors.

The chairman of the several commit-
tees then presented their reports.

The Grand Secretary’s report showed
the total receipts for the year from
various sources to amount to $19,710.-
34, and the expenditure to $17,238.24.

Upon the recommendation of the
Cirand Master, R. W. Bro. R. A. Klock,
of Klock’s Mills, was appointed Grand
Representative of the Grand Lodge of
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Delaware, to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of R. W, Bro. J. B. Trayes.

The following resolution, moved by
M. W. Bro. J. Ross Robertson, was
discussed at  censiderable  length :
“That articale No. 144 (page 46) of
the constitution be amended by adding
thereto the following words : © Neither
is 1t lawful for any private lodge to per-
niit any hrother or brethren, hailing
from a foreign jurisdiction, to illustrate,
practise, or administer within its pre-
cincts, under any circumstances what-
soever, other than the authorized work
of Grand lLodge, and that where
special work is authorized in the juris-
diction, the same be confined to the
meeting places of lodges having per-
mits.’

On a vote being taken, the neces-
sary two-thirds was lacking, and the
motion was declared lost.

R. W. Bro. George C. Davis, of Lon-
don, presented and read the report on
the fraternal dead.

At 1o.30 o’clnck, Thurséay morning,
Grand Lodge resumed, Grand Master
White presiding.

R. W. Bro. ]J. E. Harding, Q.C.,
presented the report of the Committee
on Benevolence, which, among other
things, revealed the interesting fact
that since the formation of Grand
Lodge over 44 per cent, of the entire
revenue has Deen devoted to benevo-
lence.

FFrom the report of the Masonic Asy-
Tum Fund Trust, it including interest,
now totalled $14,043, the nucleus of
which was contributed many years ago
by a aumber of private lodges, supple-
mented by a grant from Grand Lodge.
The report recommended that, as the
fund was insuificient to establish an asy-
lum of necessary demensions without
imposing a heavy tax on the Craft,
that the consent of the onginal con-
tributing lodges be requested to trans-
‘er the sum to the general fund of
Grand Lodge, and apply it to benevo-
lent puiposes.

W. Bro. W, Barwick offered a resolu-
tion, which was carried, to the effect
that the report be referred back, and
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that the Grand Master appoint a com-
mittee of five (o consider the best
means of carrying out the original in-
tention of the fund.

R. W. Bro. Malone, chairman of the
Committee on the Condition of Mason-
ry, presented a report, which embraced
a review of the eighteen districts of the
province, the deduction being that the
Craft has made a decided advance, and
that harmony and ethusiasm prevail.

R. W. Bro. I F. Manley had a
motion that the constiution be amend-
ed so as to make Toronio the perman.
ent place of meeting of Grand Lodge,
but withdrew it until next year.

R. W, Bro. Alex. Hess, of St
Thomas, moved that the clause of the
coustitution, re the Board of General
Purposes, be amended so that its
membership shall consist of the M.W.
the Grand Master, the immediate Past
Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Mas-
ter (10 be president), the D.ID.G.M. of
each Masonic District, the two Grand
Wardens, and ten other members, six
of whom shall be elected by Grand
Lodge, and the remaining four shall be
appointed by the Grand Master.  Bal-
ance of the clause to remein unchanged.
Provided that this proposed change
shall not interfere with the present
rights of any Past Grand Master to his
seat at the Board.

The motion not receiving a seconder,
fell through.

V. W. Bro. Robt. Cuthbert moved
that all officers of GGrand Lodge, other
than Grand Master, Deputy Grand
Master, Grand Secretary, Grand Treas-
urer and District Deputy Grand Ma-
sters shall be appointed by the Grand
Master. It was lost ny a large majotity.

The same brother’s mntion to con-
duct the business of the private lodges
in the third degres, was withdrawn.

The Committee on the Grand Ma-
ter’s address endorsed his remarks re-
lating to the removal of Georgina
Lodge from Sutton to Toronto, and
recommended that the constitution be
so amended as to prevent a similar oc-
currence in the future.
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It was also recommended that no
regular work can be permitted in any
of our lodges which do not possess a
special privilege, except that authorized
by Grand Lodge.

The Committee on Benevolence ie-
ported that the sum of $8,6.45 was dis-
tributed last year to the widows and
orphans of deceased Masons, and to
needy brethren.

A resolution was adoped unani-
mously requesting the Grand Master
to confer the rank of P.D.D G.M. upon
RAV. Bro. A, E. Cooper, of London,
G.J.W., who for the bLetter part of the
year superintended the work in that dis-
trict

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The election of officers commenced
atnoon.  On the ballot for Grand
Master there was a total vote of 1,021,
of which 1,015 were cast for the re-
election of the present incumbent, an
amouncement that was received with
considerable enthusiasm. The re-elec-
tion of R. W, Bro. . Gibson, M P.,
Deputy Grand Master, also by an al-
mMosy unanimors voie, was likewise the
occasion of much gratification. The
total vote of Grand l.odge was 1,345.

Ofhcers were elected as follows :
M.W. Bro. W. R. White Q. C., Pem-
broke, Grand Master.
R.AW. Bro. Gibson, M. P., Beamsville,
Deputy Grand Master.
i Benj. Allen, Toronto, Grand
Senior Warden.
« J. J. Mason, Hamilton,
Grand Secretary.
M.W. Bro. Hugh Murray, Hamilton,
Grand Treasurer.

DISTRICT DEPUTIES.

R.W. Bro. J. B. Carscallen, Dresden,
15t Masonic District.
¢ Robert Scott, Petrolia, 2nd
Masonic District.
« W. W, Rutherford, Aylmer,
3rd Masonic District.
¢ J. A. McFadden, Stratford,
4th Masonic District.
“ James Walmsley, Wiarton,
sth Masonic District.
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R.W. Bro. J. G. Fraser, Woodstock, 6th
Masonic District,
“ Jawmes S, Dewar, Clifford,
7th Masonie District.

s G. C. Houlden, Hamilton,
8th Masonic District.

“ R. E. IFletcher, Barrie, gth
Masonic District.

« J. C. Bartle, Niagara Falis,

" roth Masonic District.

¢ Richard Dinnis, ‘Toronto,
1 1th Masonic District.

“ R. L. Woods, Peterboro’,

12th Masonic District.

b J. S. Dench, Trenton, 13th
Masonic District.

« IS Wartman, Harrowsmith,
14th Masonic District.

H 0. Bascombe, Kemptville,
15th Masonic District.

o A. Hood, Arnprior, 16th
Masonic District.

* Andrew More, Fort William,
r7th Masonic District.

“ A. A. Mowry, Gravenhurst,

13th Masonic District.

At the meetin; of the Toronto Dis-
trict the question of dividing the terri-
tory was discussed, and the following
commiitee was appointed to communi-
cate with the lodges, and if they agreed
to the proposal, Lo prepare an equitable
division of the district, to be submitted
for the consideration of Grand Lodge
next July: R. W. Bros. J. B. Nixon,
H A. Collins, George 'Tait, G. J. Ben-
net, 5. I Malone, T. H. Brunton, H.
Charles, G. Vanzant, S. V. Todd and
J. A, McGillivary.

Ropal Arch Hasonrp.

GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA.

The thirty-eighth Annual Convoca-
tion of the Grand Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons of Canada opened at 1o
o'clock, July 16th, in the Masonic Tem-
ple, Toronto street, with a large atten-
dance. Among those present were M.
E. Comps. J. Ross Rabertson, To-
ronto, Grand Z. ; Donald Ress, Picton ;
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D. Spry. London ; R. B. Hungerford,
London; Henry Robertson, Q.C., Col-
lingwood; J. J. Mason, Hamilton: ‘1.
Sargant, T'oronto; Past Grand Z.’s; R.
E. Comps. J. E. Harding. Q. C., Strat-
ford ; M. Walsh, [vgcrsoll, Grand H. ;
W. . Reid, Hamilton, Grand |. ; Grand
Superintendents J. W. Sharp, Dresden;
W. Rutherford, Ayhmer; S. I, Pass-
more, Brantford ; K. Mahoney, Guelph;
W, Burrell, Hamilton ; R.F. Walkem,
Q.C., Judge Creasor, J. K. Kerr, Q.C.,
WL Gearing, Suratford ; €. H. Con-
nor, St. Cathrines: R. Oliver, ‘Toronto ;
W. T. Toner, Collingwood; I. W,
Quinlan, Port Hope ; E. A. Morden,
Picton ; James Adams, Kingston ; R.
E. Comps. J. W. Hickson, D). I. Mac-
Watt, W. Roaf, D. H. Martyn, J. Mal-
loy, A. Shaw, W. Rea, J. DD, Christie,
W. Gibson, M.P., Hon. J. M. Gibscn,
Q.C., W. Walker, Hugh Murray, A. R.
Hargraft, J. Huber, B. Allan, G. G.
Rouwe, James Sutherland, J. S. Dewar,
A. E. Cooper, E. T. Malone, A. Pat-
terson, D. Taylor, G. Stewart, N. I.
Lyon, R. J. Craig, ¥. . F. Manly, and
others.

Grand Chapter having been called
to order the Grand Z. welcomed the
companions in the following :

A difficulty in finding features in our
work, which, when dealt with, would
vary the monotony of the periodical
message of the Grand First Principal,
troubles me as we meet together in
this, the thirty-eighth convocation of
the Grand Chapter of Canada.

‘The preacher has an ample range as
he looks over the leaves of The Word,
which is the keystone of our faith.
Wide territories of thought are open to
a Grand Master. But a Grand First
Principal is confined to fields, most of
which fortunately bear rich harvests,
while some yield but scanty crops. In
other the gleaner finds only promises
of good to come, while, with regret be
it said, a few acres produce nothing
but a harvest of barren regrets. 1 feel,
therefore, that the limit of my feeble
power may fall far below the line of
your reasonable expectations, and thus
I am impressed with a diffidence,
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which may or may not be characteris-
tic of the profession of moulding pub-
lic opinion and manufacturing  criti-
cisn.

The intelligence of this assemblage,
so accustomed to hear enlightening
words from its presiding officiers, bas
always been more or less critical, so
that one wmust weigh well his thoughts
in forming the written sentences that
are to go on record

Literary fireworks, even il T had the
ability to fill the air with them, are in
place at a flag-raising, or on some na-
tional anniversary. On these occasions
our lips breathe words patriotic and
our hands applaud to the echo the hero
of the platform. He who speaks wins
his audience with chosen phrases, some
original, and others, perhzps, the re-
vamped thoughts of owners, who if they
kad the power, would from another
land eagerly discuss the duration of
punishment deserved by hucksters who
carry to market literary fruit plucked in
other peopie’s thought-gardens.

My humble endeavor, therefore, will
be to cast up in a few puragraphs,
which it is to be hoped will not weary,
my year’s work, and summarize opin-
ions upon such of its features as are of
vital interest to this Grand Chapter.

Standing within sight of the thirtieth
milestone in my journey as a Mason,
with opportunities for experience on
nearly every line of Masonic labor, my
view is strengthened that the inter-
change of thought under the sheltering
tree of friendship does more good in
fraternal association than oft-repeated
obligations, or grips, which covers de-
grees which cannot be numbered with-
in the mechanism of a fully equipped
calculating machine.

As we sit hese to-day many Com-
panions may have but a bowing friend-
ship with those surrounding them. Yet
in this room there are a score of Com-
panions, who for more than a quarter
of century have cherished a friendship,
which had its birth in the first home
of a Mason—within a. tyled door of a
Craft Lodge.
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One of those who were of this circle
was M. E. Companion, I. J. Menet,
Past Grand Z. of this Grand Chapter.
He was a companion active in the
work, and warm in his friendship, and
his kindly face will be missed in our
councils.

AN INSPFOCTION OF THE CHAPTERS.

In the light of these thoughts, and
faithful to the promise made when you
honored me with this position. I have
endeavored to keep myself in touch
with the work, and with the men who
guide the work, hy visiting 77 of the Sz
chapters on the roll of Grand Chapter
in this Province and east of Sault St.
Marie. ‘The fulfilment of my under-
taking entailed nearly six thousand
miles of travel. It occupied as much
time as I was enabled to snateh from
the hours of a busy business life, thus
making it impossible for me to extend
my visits In outlying districts, or gratify
my heartfelt desire to see and bear
words of encouragement to our Com-
panions colonial in the empire conti-
nent of the Australian seas.

The actual estimate cf the strength
of the work will be found in the reports
of those officers who have charge of
the districts. A perusal of these reports
favors the view that criticism hasin some
cases been tempered, not to the shorn
Jamb, but to shield the older members
of the flock from the cyclone of Criti-
cism which might sweep away whatever
little of reputation they ever possessed
as presiding officers of an intelligent
assembly.

The duties of Superintendent call
for some display of energy on the part
of Companions accepting the office.
It is pleasant and agreeable to visit
Grand Chapter and return home cloth-
ed with imposing regalia, which is the
emblem of authority, but to accept of-
ficz and to ignore a solemn obligation
to discharge the duties of that ofiice is
not in accordance with the morals of
Masonry. '

This reference is solely to the work in
Algoma and Manitoba districts. In
the former, one out of three Chapters
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was visited ; in the latter two out of
six. It must be said for the superin-
tendents of these districts that their
territory is one of magnificent dis-
tances, and that, even with increased
facilities for travel, it is impossible for
Conmpanions, who like ourselves have
each day to solve the problem of keep-
ing the dollar they have in one hand,
while the other is reaching for the dol-
lar they have not, to give a large share
of their time to this work. We are all
bread-winners. Some of us have that
which we part with only, asour cousing
across the border say, on the gold stan-
dad ; others have or had acres in cent-
ral locations, ornamented with corner
lots, bought by the square foot and now
sold by the acre, and a few are sleep-
ing on pillows made up of the equities
of redemption which grow small and
beautifully less with each succeeding
sunrise  With all our fraternal rela-
tions and iies of friendship, the house
and home have, and rightly too the first
call.  We cannot, therefore, expect
men (o sacrifice material interest and
weeks of time to the development of
the sentiment of good will for one an-
other.

Iu those districts which are east of
the Sault, my opporunities for experi-
ence with my Grand Superintendents
have been the source of untold plea-
sure  They have been with me at
early morn, when only the agricultural
world was active, and far into the night,
when most ot our Companinns were, I
trust confortably in bed.  VYes, they
have been with me by road and rail, in
summer when the thermometer was
clirabing vigorously upward, and in
winter when the telltale mercury had
not for hours and days been upon
speaking terms with zero. This testi-
mony to the worth of earnest, pains-
taking and active men is given because
deserved, and not on the principle that
personal laudation is a mixture always
kept in stock, to be given in large
gulps to those who least deserve it.

Personal observation in seventy-
seven chapters east of the Sault indi-
cates that the work in thirty-nine
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chapters is of the highest character.
Among these may be included the work
of the chapters at Dunnville, Oakville,
Toronto (St. Paul’s), which by reason
of exceptional accuracy in detail merits
special mention. In fourteen of the
chapters the work is over the average,
and yet lacks the attention to detail,
which is ot such material importance.
Thirteen of the chapters are struggling
with the work and making some head-
way, but the improvement is intermit-
tent and the general character of the
work is slowly deteriorating. Eleven
chapters are wmarked by management
which is noticeably indifferent, by in-
terest which is apparently dead, and
by an enthusiasm whizh is a dim tradi-
tion even to those young in the work.

Niagara chapter is the story of a
nane without fame—a place once a
fruitful Craft field, but to-day, in Capi-
tular work, a barren desert of buried
hopes. Some men are eager to accept
office utterly unconscious of the fact
that incapacity has no place in the
equipment of him who would gride
work, either Craft or Capitular.

Ambherstburg is another example
of indifference to and neglect of the
work.  On election and installation
nights the Chapter sees many faces.
Combmations form and foreign in-
fluences interfere to such an extent that
men are placed in office whese first
and only appearanceg is perhaps made
on these nights, for on all other occas.
ions they find it convient to be absent,

Alliston is another place where the
work is dead beyond revival. Meaford
is much the same. Grimsby has some
members of life left, but its revival is
doubtful.  Port Colborne has had dis-
cretion in its dying days, and has
handed in its warrant and expired ac-
cording to ancient custom. Chatham,
Exeter and Lindsay are three places,
cach of which might be awarded a
medal for apathy without any chance
of a mistake being made. Indeed,
nothing less than a fire at the Masonic
Hall would secure o quorum of Com-
panionss at any one of these places.
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Rat Portage has a chapter which is al-
most extinct. .

Reviewing the entire roll in Ontario,
with 39 Chapters doing high grade
work, 14 over the average, 13 that al-
though below the average, are yct
struggling for a place, there is reason
for congratulation during the past
year.

To this, of course, must he added
the work of two Chapters in the Algo-
ma District, six in the Manitoba Dis-
trict, one in British Cofumbia, and six
in Australia, fifteen Chapters, out of
which at least twelve are doing fair
work.

This gives fifty three Chapters in
first-class condition ; and thirtcen do-
ing work, indifferent as it may be, yet
yet with prospects of bettering their
position.

These are my views in connection
with the work based upon personal
visits, and given with an endeavor to
be fair and just in determining the
character and condtion of the Chap-
ter.

The primal importance of actual
personal inspection cannot be over es-
timated. Itis my belief that if this
were carried out to tine fullest extent,
within two years every Chapter on the
roll would be doing good average
work.

PROPOSALS FOR NEW CHARTERS.

The indifference displayed in many
places to the interest of Capitular Ma-
sonry induces a hesitation in extend-
ing the work by the issue of dispensa-
tions or of warrants to new Chapters.
Our printed records, with the roll of
Chapters scattered over all parts of the
jurisdiction, are external evidences of
wternal welfare.  And yet, it is an
easy thing to have an army on paper,
with cannons on the ramparts and
shot and shell stored ready for any
emergency. But paper armies have
vanished before to-day, and the sad
lessons of defeat have shown that what
is represented on paper must have
material existence in the field. So it
is with the work of Royal Arch Ma-
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sonry. We may issue dispepsations
and establish Chapters, buc if the

workers are only represented by names
on the voll call, but if the officers are
these who are on hand only ata chureh
parade, an ** At Home” or an official
muster, where Masonic Millinery is the
best thing in the ouit, then 1s not a
Grand First Principal justified in refus-
ing to touch the button and give vitility
to an organization which would not re-
flect credit upon Masonic life?

Along this line comes the question
of reviving dormant warrants, in places
other than those in which they were
originally located.

My personal experience in the writ-
ing of Masonic History has confirmed
an opinion, uttered twenty years ago,
that the removal of warrants from one
part of the jurisdiction to the other,
was not in harmony with the progres-
siveness which should mark Capitular
Mascnry, .

The fee for a new Chapter has been,
heretofore, $350, a price not unreason-
able counsideriag that the fee for the
Capitular Jagrees was $20.  In order,
however, to extend the work, consent
was given to the re-issue of old war-
rants at the reduced fee of $ro.

This opened the gateway, and from
the east and west, from the north and
south of the jurisdiction, requests were
made and petitions duly filled{or the 1e-
issue of warrants which had already seen
service.

The plea may have been in the in-
terest of the Royal Arch, but marching
alongside of this plea was the factor
that it was not only a cheap way of es-
tablishing new Chapters at a discount
of $40 from the price of a new warrant,
but also a scheme for obtaining an an-
tiquity which bad been earned by
Companions, whose bones would al-
most rattle in the churchyard at the
thought of their Masonic memories be-
ing in the care of those who might or
might not reflect credit upon their
names. .

The warrants so removed, having
Chapter names applicable to the local-
ity, cease tu possess any geographical
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significance, while the fact that those
whose names appear on the warrant as
Charter membars are dead and  gone,
looks as if the scheme of revival were
an encerprise for obtaining antiguity at
a low price, with inducements to live
men to climb a genealogical tree which
might be admired for its age only.

Chapters cannot prosper in small
centres.  One lodge rarely developes
searchers after the higher mysteries of
the Royal Arch in sufficient numbers
to give strength toa Chapter. Differ-
ent lodges have different characteristics,
hut these are harmonized in the higher
and unified life of the Chapter. One
great element of strength in our sys-
tem is its power to build stones hewn
from many quarries into the perfected
beauty of the Royal Arch.

PRE REQUISITE TO SUCCESS.

The introdaction of the work in the
form adopted by Grand Chapter com-
mends itself as aready means of attain-
ing an exemplification which existed
only in a very crude from prior to the
adoption of the present work. While
it is trae that in a few of the Chapters
the moss-covered ritual of long ago is
worked off on unsuspecting candidates,
the precentage of these workers is so
small that it is better to await the dis-
pensations of a kindly Province than
endeavor to discipline those who offend.
In the former case the action would be
permanent—in the latter it wouid be
but temporary. Oneis reminded of
these efforts when listening to obliga-
tions so constructed that they contain
the condensed essentials of all the de-
grees, irom the Entered Apprentice to
to those which were in vogue in the
days of the Egyptian mysteries, when
novices were tested with the terrors of
the clements. There can be no effici-
ency without effort, and with effort
would come a knowledge of the ritual
which would save the work from being
disfigured Ly absurdities in rendering.

THE REDUCTION OF OUR FEES.

The wisdom of the action taken by
Grand Chaprter in reducing the fee for
degrees to $10 may have Leen ques-
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tioned, and justly so, when first discus-
sed It was a venture which had with
it possibilities not of advantage to
the Royal Arch. It was said to be a
cheapening of Masonic privileges that
would lessen the dignity of degrees
which had acknowledged antiquity.

These views however, arenotjustified
by actual experience. The move was
an excellent one frons many points of
view. It has enlivened the work in
our chapters. It has turned the streams
of Craft thought to refresh the felds
of the Royal Arch. It has given us
life in places where, Masonically speak-
g, death was lurking. It has revived
the work so much that even veterans,
who unbuckled their armour years ago,
thinking that as they walked out choas
would walk in, have left their firesides
and refreshed their memories with bits
of the ritual, which if shortened by a
couple of words, would leave them
nothing to say.

DIFFICULTIES YOU HAVE TO CON-
TEND WITH.

While these outward and visible
signs of revival cheer our hearts, we
have, nevertheless, to contend with dif-
ficuties which have not to be surmount-
ed by other institutions.

The ground floor of our fraternal
structure holds the initial part of the
work, which gives, by the three sections
of the Craft degrees, the right to go up
higher and seek in the fourth section

the brighter and clearer light of Ma-’

sonry in the degrees of the Royal Arch.
The Capitular degrees are of admitted
antiquity. They contain the essentials
of knowledge that give perfection to
the Craft degrees, and which were not
manufactured to suit the whims of
those whose delight it was to face the
camera and look pleasant as the artist
perpetuates the grandeur of their re-
galia for the edification of generations
yet unborn. v

These thoughts meet us when we
{ind that there are there are those who
claim that the bigher light shines else-
where, that the Royal Arch is but a
minor constellation, and that if the

Craft Mason desires to see the sun of
knowledge in all its radiance and even-
tually finds himsclf placed amongst the
immortels, he must bave a guides who
knew not Moses, one ol a tribe that is
not descended from the princes and
rulers of the Craft, but who can lead
the wayfarer by pleasant roadways,
where obligations vegetate and good
company is the leading characteristic.,

I'or other degrees in the field of Ma-
sonic labor one has, and truly, every
regard and veneration.  Men have
the right to join any branch of Masonic
work, but no man or men have the
right to better the condition of the
rites, to which they are parval, at the
expense of an institution which saw the
sunlight almost half a century before
the rites alluded to were known to
have either a father or mother.

The Royal Arch degree is one of
merit.  Its worth is shown in the fzct
that in the motherland it was for years
an integral part of the Craft work., It
stands and will stand as the peifection
of Masonry.  Other degrees may have
in them the essentials and be good
enough Masonry for those who want
them. Qur degrees, however, are coun-
ted as the millionaire counts his cash,
We are not turning into the highways
and byways Companions as moving ad-
vertisements of our work. Nor do we
call to our aid the notation table and
teach the inuocent Craftsman to believe
that a concentration of numerals proves
that the possessor has the pathway to
his greatness lined with libraries of
knowledge. when every friend knowns
that all he owns are the steps that lead
up to the empty shelves,

The higher rites, any that you may
select, are not the exalted end of the
Masonic student’s journey. They are
pleasant picnic-grounds on the upward
road, were worthy brothers, with the
price of admission, may turn aside to
be refreshed with good compauiunship
and adorn their names with Roman
numberals indicative of nothing but
ability to pay for degrees, The Royal
Arch chapter is the real summit of the
true Mason’s journey, a height which
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is not to be attained by the sweat of a
pocket-book, but which must be won
by mental toil. )

The Royal Arch has the right of
way. It follows in the van of the
primal degrees, and is the living im-
personation and the recognized termi-
nus of all that is legitimate in the Ma-
sonry that has been handed down by
our fathers in the Craft.

I'his divergence for a few moments
from the beaten track reminds me hat
other features of the work  deserve at-
tention.

THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION.

The committee in charge of the re-
drafting of our Constitution will place
the result of their labors before you,
and it to be hoped that their earnest
effort made, will be favored with your
approval.

“()n one point in the proposed an-
stitution, I desire to express an opin-
ion  ‘The committee has introduced
a clawse providing for an officer to be
known as a Grand Lecturer.  This was
a suzgestion of my own—the result
of considerable theught as 1 journeyed
from Chapter to Chapter. It does not
entail any expenditure whateser on the
part ot Grand Chapter, but gives those
Chapters which desire the services of
such an officer an opportunity ata very
moderate cost of perfecting themselves
in the ritual under a thoroughly com-
petant instructor.  Itis an expeviment
worthy of triak

THE FINANCES OF GRAND CHAPIER.

An important matter .for Grand
Chapter is its financial investments.
We are not a wealthy institution and
yet we have some $20,000 of funds,
$35,000 of which is invested m building
society stock, and the renainder, about
$16,000, lies to our credit in the bank.
One-fourth of this sum was invested a
few years ago with a loan and building
associaiion, whose stock to-day is so
low that a poor man, with but livle
ready cash, could be a Millionaire in
the face value of this stock. Fortun-
ately, we soid out and escaped what
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would have been a loss to-day of per-
haps $3,000, or over.

It is not my duty to criticise the
the standing of commercial companies.
My business is with funds of Grand
Chapter.  Safety is our first considera-
tion. Gur funds are trust funds and
there should be no speculative invest-
ment in funds of that character. We
have no right to invest in the securities
of socielies or companies that may, or
may not, when assets are re-valued, be
able to stand the strain.  Nor should
we, in our investments, be swayed by
the influences and friendships of those
of the Craft who are cither directly or
indirectly interested in moneyed insti-
tutions.  Prudent investors recognize
the value of municipal and county
bonds and debentures as the best forms
of security, and with this in view, an
opportunity will be offered to Grand
Chapter in a few weeks to have city
bonds at a shade under 4 per cent, as
an investment for surplus funds.  Itis
better to have 37§ per cent or 33{ per
cent sure, than 414 per cent or § per
cent with the element of doubtful value.
‘The shrinkage, which has struck every
form of business and every line of trade,
affects loan institutions. Property on
the red-lined balance sheet of a loan
society only increases in value by the
addition of interest and of taxes, and
when re-values have to be made, if
they ever are, the decrease in value is
not encouraging. If we must invest in
monetary institutions, let us choose
those which receive money at first hand
from the investor, and not institutions
which have to seck the aid ¢f chartered
banks or the larger trust companies.

INSTRUCTION 1IN THE CHAPTERS.

I have held under my personal dir-
ection thirteen Chapters of instruction
during the past year. At these all the
degrees have been exepplified. The
attendance except at lﬁe meeting at
Chatham, was satislactory. The work
at [.ondon, Barrie, Belleville, Brock-
ville, Almonte and Windsor, was excel-
lent, while that at Toronto and QOak-
ville was of the highest character. The



THE CANADIAN CRAFTSI AN,

Mark work of Dunnville Chapter, and
the Royal Arch woik of St Paul’s
Toronto, and of Qakville Chapter, were
an example of earnest study and exact
attention to every detail never excelled
in the jurisdiction.

QUR AUSTRALIAN COMPANIONS,

Coincidences that mark our lives are
illustrated by the fact that as this paa-
graph is being written, the Australian
mail brings with it the announcement
from our Grand Suvperintendent, that
union on terms honorable to our Com-
panions in the Australian District and
to those of the Grand Chapter of Vie-
toria, has been agreed upon, and that
the fusion will be consumated on nesi
Friday, the 20th of July. The Tenms
of union will be found in the report of
our Grand Superintendent.  They pro-
vide for a recognition of the past rank
of our officers, for foundation warrants
from the Grand Chapter of Vietoria,
tor our Chapters, free registration of
our members at date of amalgamation,
and that dispensations be granted by
the Grand Chapter of Victoria for the
installation of officers Jdected at the
meeling in each Chapter succeeding
amalgamation.

Judging by the report of our Grand
Superintendent and by personal letiers
received, the basis of union is one that
is satisfactory.  May it prove to be so.
May the memory of whatever of unrest
existed in the past be Jorgotten forever.
May the union now accomplished lead
to the building up of another strong:
hold of the Royal Arch, guarded by
Companions  with bands and  hearts
united, ina land pre-eminent for enter-
prise, and dear to us as Canadians he-
cause of its place in the circle of oor
world-wide British naiion.

THE MEETING DATE

CHAPTER.

‘The question of changing the date
of the meeting of Grand Chapter has
been discussed by many Companions
during the past year.

The Committee on the Constitution
considered the matter, and altheugh
favorable to the idea, determined to
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leave the decision to Grand Chapter
without a recommendation.

Years ago the proposal was made to
have a Masonic week, once cach year,
when all organizations, Craft and Capi-
tular, as well as those afiliated by cus-
tom, would meet and transact the busi-
ness and other duties pertaining to
cach.,  “The proposal was carried into
clfect and for filteen years past, a week
in July has bLeen oceupied with Ma-
sonic work.

The feeling that more interested
would be ereated in cach departinent
of the work, that a larger attendance
would be secured, and thata more gen-
eral prosperity would wait upon us in-
duced the promaoters of the movement
{0 carry it into cffva.

While there may be an increase in
the average of attendance by other in-
stitutions meeting in the same week,
the average number of Chapteis rep-
resented is about the same as it was ten
years ago. and a review of the preceed-
ings does not show the advantages an-
deipated.  Indecd, an opinion prevails
that our meeting in the same week as
the Cratt Grand Lodge lessens our im-
portance and obscures our identity,
and decreases the interest, by reason
of the relatively greater questions which
occupy the mind of the Craft Geand
Lodge.

This is the subject of paramount im-
portance to Grand Chapter, and a pro-
posat that we should foregather in mid-
winter, when the demands of business
are not so pressing upon those who
il ecither in the city or country, is
warthy of the fullest consideration.

This Grand Chapter is a sovereign
organization with an bonorable record
of thirty-cight years. It has raised the
standard of Capitalar work, and com-
mands the regard and respect of kin-
dred bodies.  If the view that we are
lost in the Masonic maze by meeting
in the same week as other bodies be
true, then by all means Iet vs try, if
only as an experiment, the effect of as-
sembling at another time, when our
energies wili not be divided, when our
time will be at our command and not
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subordinate, as it is to-day, to the busi-
ness of another body, which naturally
takes precedence,

THE REPRESENTATIVE SVSTEM.
The exchange of representatives with
foreign Girand Chapters, and the ap-
pointment of Companions to positions
of that character, remind me that the
representative system is to be discussed
in the Craft Grand Lodge. The rep-
resertative system has been established
for many years. It orizinated with the
Grand lLodge of an Mumerican jurisdic-
tion, and inits initial form subordinate
lodges of various jurisdictions ex-
changed representatives as evidences
of fraternity, as tokens of f{riendship.
When adopted by Grand Lodge it as-
sumed a more enlarged form, and has
gained such favor that with, perhaps,
one exception, every Grand Lodge and
Grand Chapter adhere to the system,
It may not have all the advantages in-
tended by its founders, but it has the
merit, at least, of marking friendly re-
lations which exist between Craft juris-
dictions, and the very act of appoint-
ment is evidence of a desire to
strengthen and cement the bond that
mutually joins all organizations known
to be Masonic.  Some allege that these
representatives are but flies upon the
Masonic wheel, that in their appoint-
ment there is ne end to serve, no pur-
pose in view. It may besaid that this
does not apply to those selected in con-
nection with Grand Chapter, for four
years ago a very important service was
rendered by the representative of this
Grand Chapter, near an  American
Grand Chapter, a service which was
gratefully acknowledged.  Also, within
a few months, another act of kindness
was performed in the interests of Com-
pantons of this Jurisdiction by an
American representative, which gave
considerable comfort to those con-
cerned. These cases I recall.  There
are also others, of which I have not the
date at hand. ‘The existence of repre-
sentatives is no burden upon the rev-
enue of Grand Chapter.  They have
not salaried rank. There have been,
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and may again be, examples of good
having been dene Ly them, and they
can never do harm.  ‘They represent a
sentiment, but there is a strength i
sentiment, and it would not be well to
lose that strength by abolishing the
Grand Representatives.  ‘The report of
the Grand Scribe k. contains a list of
those whom I have recommended as
representatives to us from our Grand
Chapter.

THE CORRECT FORM OF MARKS.

My attention has been called to the
use of heraldic signs and coats of arms
in the Book of Marks of some Chap-
ters. My opinion is, that the marks
selected should he Masonic in charac-
ter, and composed of lines in any form,
whether in squares, triangles, right
angles, or circles, or a selected com-
bination of all.  ‘These marks were or-
iginally in the operative lodges used by
the‘members to indicate their work,
and in all transactions recorded in the
lodge books, when a signature was nec-
essary, after it came to the mark.

Some Companions in our jurisdic-
tion have found in their ancestral gar-
rels a coat of arms, which may or may
not be theirs, and adopt these arms as a
Masonic mark, and enter it in the book
of marks, and engrave it on their key-

stone.  This ins'gnia, so selected, is
neitber  Masonic  nor appropriate.

There is a place for coats of arms, hut
Masonic records are not that place.
The Operative Masters of the Cratt,
when they  wielded the mallet and
chisel, gained their right to mark their
work by years of toil.  And so let our
work bhear the mark of merit, and not
the painted quarters of insignia, which
have no placein a land where charac-
ter is the wst, and an unsullied reputa-
tion and good citizenship count for
more than all the trimming which
money or favor can glue on the fabric
of a mortal hfe.
THE CASE OF CARLETON CHAPTER.

Itis a pleasure to state that harmony
has prevailed during the past vear, and
that, with one or two exceptions, noth-
has occurred to disturhy the even tenor
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of goodwill for which this jurisdiction
is noted.

One case, however, requites special
mention. At the last mecting of Grand
Chapter, the Committee on Warrants
recommended  that the dispensation,
issued to Dufierin Chapter at Carleton
Place, be continued for another year,
from the fact that somwe slight unrest
had occured in the Chapter, and it was
thought probable that the extension of
the dispensation might lead to ihe
settlement of the difhculties My ab-
sence for a few weeks in Europe pre-
vented my personal attention to the
matter, but I directed the Grand Scribe
E. to attend at Carleton Place, con-
vene a special meeting of the Chapter,
hear the opinions of Companions and
endeavor to adjust matters, and that if
he found it absolutely impossible to
arrange an awicable settlement to with-
draw the dispensation. The Grand
Scribe E. acted in accordance with my
instructions, listened to a lengthened
discussion in the Chapter, and seeing
that there was no possible hope of a
reconciliation, withdrew the dispensa-
tion, leaving the books and appoint-
ments of the Chapter in the care of its
First Principal. His action he reported
to me and I have endorsed the same.
At a later date another petition for a
dispensation was forwarded for a Chap-
ter at Carletr Place, and, after an ex-
amination of the names thereon, I is-
sued a dispensation-fora Chapter to be
known as * Maple Leaf Chapter,” and
the officers were installed in due {orm.
This is one of the four Chapters out of
79 in this province which I have been
unable to visit, but I witnessed an ex-
emplification of its work at Almonte
and can testify to its accuracy, and also
to the earnestness of the officers of
Maple Leaf Chapter.

My ruling bas been asked in regard
to the exemplification of foreign work
in this jurisdiction. My opinion is
thai the standard and authorized work
of this Grand Chapter should alone pre-
vail in the jurisdiction. The introduc-
tion of foreign work, with dramatic em-
beliishments, is apt to create dissatisfac-
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tion and discontent amongst the
younger Companions, who, in the early
days of their Capitular lives, ave easily
swayed by the alleged beauties of a
ritual decorated with ornamentarions
that are notin barmony with the Cana-
dian methods or manners.
THE PAST MASTER'S DEGREE.

The Past Master’s degree, having
been elminated from our system, a
Chapter in a western district asks per-
mission to still continue that section of
the work, on the ground that, bicing
on the International line, it facilitates
the entry of our Companions into
foreign Chapters.  Grand  Chapter
having abolished the P. M. degree, no
authority can be given for its continu-
ance in any Chapte~ -0 to confer the
degree is therefore - direct violation of
the constitution of Grand Chapter, sub-
jecting the Chapter, so working, 1o dis-
cipline. The P. M. degree never bad
a right to even a place in the Capiwlar
system. It gained favor here years
ago as a relic of a custom that prevailed
in the old land, when the Craft chair
was a pre-requisite 1o the Capitular.
This condition has passed away. The
I'. M. degree belongs, and always did,
to the Craft work, and the conferring
of the degree in a chapter is an attempt
to give exalted rank and knowledge to
men, many of whom are not out of
leading strings in Craft work. The
fegitimate Past Master is to be found
in the Craft lodge. The imitation
article is found in Capitular jurisdic-
tions which undertake to confer the de-
gree.  There is enough legitimate Ma-
sonty in our particular Hranch of work,
without importing an extraneous cere-
mony, which has features repellent to
the instincts of men who reverence the
the teachings of Mazonry.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

The report on Foreign Correspon-
dence this year has been written by R.
E. Comp. G. ]. Bennett. Itis a mas-
terly effort, and will be read I am sure,
with pleasure by not only by our own
Companions, but by those in other
jurisdictions who peruse our proceed-
ings.
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"A WORD IN CLOSING.

If during the year my interest in the
work has not been prochimed by the
silent eloquence of action, no, words of
mine will proclaim that interest now.

Whatever you disagree with in my
message you can attribute to an excess
of cnthusl 5. If my zeal has not
spJ cd the fecling of any Companion,
I h“pe that the Companion will remem-
bet that the same zeal has not spared
my time or my comfort.

It is just possible that I take Ma-
sonic life too seriously, but 1 feel, as
one who has a deep interest in the
work, that unless Grand Chapter is
more rigid in it requirements from those
selected for office, it is a waste of time
for a Grand Z. to travel miles to kindle
fires out of embers that bave almost
ceased o smoulder, and view the ruins
which human skill cannot rebuild.

COMMITTEE  REPORTS

The reports of the Committees on
Audit and Finance, Warrants, Benevo-
lence, Credentials, Grievances, Juris-
prudence, Condition of Capitular Ma-
sonry and  Foreign  Correspondence
were presented and adopted.

In view of the approaching union of
the Chapters under Canadian warrants
in Australia with the Grand Chapter of
Victoria, it was 1esolved to confer past
rank of various grades upon a number
of the Companians at the Antipodes in
recognition of faithful services.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The following officers were chosen for
the ensuing year, the three Grand Prin-
cipals, Graud Scribe E. and Grand
Treasurer bemyg re-elected by acclan-
ation :

M. E. Comp. J. Ross Robertson,To-

ronto, Grand Z.
R, E. Comp. M.

Grand H.

R. E. Comp. W. (5. Reid, Hamilton,

Grand J.

M. E. Comp. T. Sargant,

Grand Scribe E.

R. E. Comp. Aubrey White, Toronto,

Grand Principal Sojourner.

Walsh, Ingersol,

Turonto,
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R. I Comp. Hugh Marray, Hamilon,
Grand Treasurer.

R. E. Cowmp. Philip T\
market, Grand Registrar.

GRAND SUPRINTENDENTS,

James \Weods, I,ondon. St. Clai,No. 1

James W 0()le Sarnia, l.ondon, No. 2.

AL R \I(‘))onnld, Woodstock, Wilson,
No. 3.

R. Mahony, Guelph, Wellington. No. 4.

T. M. Davis, Hamilton, Hamilton,
No.s.

I, W, Gearing, Stratford, Huron, No.
6.

—. (German,

l.ee, New-

Welland, Niagara, No.

7.
W Simpson, Toronto, Toronto, No
S.
George  Monkman,
No. 9.
A. R, Hargraft, Cobourg, Gntario, No.
10.
W. Webster, Belleville, Prince Edward,
No. 1.
J. I Graham,
12
W. H. Hearst, Sault Ste. Marie, Al-
goma, No. 13.
James  Haddock, Winnip2 s,
toba. No. tg.
Wm, Downie, Vancouver,
lumbia, No. 135.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
Lelected :— W. Roal. Toronto; D.
MacWatt, Barrie : D, H. Martyn, Kin-
cardine ; A. Shaw, Kingston; A. R.
hrrell, Hamilton.,  Adppointed V.
W. Rutherford, Aylmer: G. V. Green-
hill, Galt; GG, J. Bennett, Toronto : ].
1). Christie, Simcoe, and James Adams,
Kingston
The following are the appointed of-
ficers :—V.IE. Comp. Charles A. Mat-
thews, Toronto, Grand First Assistant
Sojourner: V.E. Comp. W. A, Karmn,
Woudstock, Grand Scecond Assistant
Sojourner ; R.E. Comp. J. B. Nixon,
Toronte, Grand Lecturer ; V.E. Comp.
1. J. Moore, Stratford, Grand Sword
Searer ; V.. Comp. J. Menish, Brock-
ville, Grand Master of Veils; V.E.

Barrie, Georgian,

Prescott, Central, No.
Mani-

British Co-

Comp. Colin Wigle, Awmherstourg,
Grand Standard Bearer ; V.E. Comp.
H. W. Watson, Vaucouver, Grand
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Ihrector of Ceremonies ; V.E. Comp.
J. Might, M.D., Port Hope, Grand
Organist ; V.E. Comp. John Phillips,
Welland, Grand Pursuivant; V.E.
Comp. N. J. Lindsay, Calgary, Grand
Steward ; V.E. Comp. Wilhany Smith,
Billings Bridgeas Grand Steward ; V.E.
Comp. A. Cameron, Owen Sound,
Grand Steward ; V.E. Comp. Conrad
Hoff, Milton, Grand Steward.

Among the changes made in the
constitution were the division of the
central district, and the fixing of Jan-
uary instead of July as the period for
holding the Annual Convocation.  The
Ceniral District, which hitherto com-
prised twelve Chapters, is now divided
into two, which will be known as the
St. Lawrence and Ottawa  Districts,
numbered 12z and 13 respectively.  The
former will include the Chapters at Pres-
cott, Brockville, North Augusta, Morris-
burg and Farrens Point.  The other
those at Ottawa, Mattawa, Almonte
and Renfrew.

Grand Chapter will next meet on the
fourth Wednesday in January, 1897, in
Toronto. Two o'clock in theafternoon
was decided as the hour for opening in
place of 10 a.m. as formerly.

DEATH OF W. BRO. DR. JOHN H.
McCONNELL.

W. Bro Dr. John H. McConneli, of
Toronto, one of the delegates tn the
Supreme Court, LO.F,, now in session
in London, Eng, died suddenly on ‘the
3oth ult,, in an ante-room of the hall
where the Foresters were in session.
some monihs ago he had a siight
shock of paralysis, but latterly appeared
in exccllent health.  His sudden and
unexpected death is much regretted by
a host of Masonic friends in this city
and elsewhere. The Ioresters are
making special arrangments by which
the body will be brought home.  The
burial will be a noted one owing to
the peculiar circumstances of the death,
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AMERICAN.

The Grand Lodge of Towa charges
$20 for charters for Lodges.

The estimated value of the property
of the Grand l.odge of New York is
$10,000,000, and is rapidly increasing.

The Grand Lodge of New York show
returns of membership of 88,573, a
net increase of 2,359 over the prievious
year.

‘The Grand Commandery of Indiana
has a surplus of $8,000 in the treasury,
and as a consequence has reduced its
dues pger capita from one dollar to
seventy-five cents.

The Scottish Rite Masons in St
Louis will soon begin work on a cathe-
dral to cost $75,000. The fees for the
degiees are $110.00.

Connecticut Grand Chapter, R. A.
AL, has a regulation that no Royal
Arch Mason ol thirty year’s standing

shail be subject to disipline for non-

payment of dues.

The Grand Lodge of New Hamp-
shire, at its annual commmunication de-
clared the Cerneau fraud illegal, and
endorsed the Supreme Council of the
Northern Masonic  Jurisdiction, of
which Bro. Henry .. Palmer is Grand
Commander.

The Grand lLodge of Verginia has
decided that “a candidate with one
perfect eye is physically qualified to be
made a Mason.”  Also, that “a can-
didute who has last a portion of his
thumb, but who can literally conform
to all requirements without artificial
aid or friendly assistance, is eligible.”

Bro. Thomas Montgomery, of Minne-
sota, says that while he “believes that
Royal Arch Masons and Knights Tem.
plar should keep up their membership
w1 Blue Ledge,” he “does not hold
that non affiliation in the [Lodge is a
Masonic crime.”  Fraternal not monpe.
tary considerations, were the lines upop
which the Craft was founded in early
days.



58 THE CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN,

Bro. P. M. Savery, of Mississippi,
says ““life is too short for everybody to
to be an expert ritualist, therefore learn
the essentials.  Learn  them  oraily.
Let the embellishments alone until you
get a foundation, then learn all you
possibly can of the rest.”

FOREIGN.

The Grand Orient of the Republic
of Chili, at Valparaiso, is in regular ac-
tivity. It has seven constituent Lodges,
which are doing good work.

The United Grand Orient of Lusi-
tania, at Lisbon, Portugal, was organiz
ed October 30, 1869. It comprised
70 constituent I,odges and 2850 breth-
ren.

“There is nothing to prevent women
being Freemasons, "said Sir Benjamin
Ward Richardson, in his lecture at St.
George’s Hall, London, on “The Past,
Present and Future of Ireemasonry.”

Freemasonry is in a flourishing con-
ditton in India. Under the Grand
Lodge of ¥ngland, there are 42 Lodges
in Benga] 42 in Poml)'ty 8 in Bunm
and 22 in Madras. Under the Grand

Lodge of Scotland there are also 33
Lodgcs, making a total of 151 Lodges.

The Grand Master, in his address to
the Grand Lodge of India, has this
paragraph: ¢ The Grand lLodge re-
venues have been ampie. We own a
magnificen. property. We have a sur-
plus in the treasury.  We owe no man
anything. 1 conmatuhte you upen
this state of aﬁ‘qns

“In 1775, there was a ladies’ Lodge
at St. Petersburg, and it was carried on
with all true Masonic dignity for sev-
eral yvears. But we have a record
nearer home than that, of a lady—the
great aunt of the-present Mrs. Basil
Wilberforce—becoming a l'teem'lson,
and, as Dr. Richardson says, ‘ remain-
ing one of the best who ever entered
the Craft.”

We are sometimes led to advise
those seeking membership in the frater-
nity to keep out because they .cannot
afford it. A man has no right to join
any society at the expense of his own

* his family’s comfort.  Masonry is
not an asylum or school of corrcction
intended to reform men ; it seeks only
1o make refomed men  better ; neither
is it an institution of benevolence,
where the man goes to receive mone-
tary benefits or better a crippled condi-
tion ; it takes care of its own when mis-
fortune overtakes them. He should
be able to support himself and family
and to lay aside something for a rainy
day before he joins a Masonic Lodge.

4%11% el ancous.,

THE VIEWLESS TEMPLE
LAWRENCE N. GREENLEAF.

The temple made of wood and stone may
~umble and decay,

But there's a viewless Fabric which shall never
fade away ;

Age after age cach Mason strives to carry out
the’ p\an,

Jut still the work's unhmx]u.c‘

ancient Three began.

None but immortal eyes may view complete in
al) its parts,

The Temple formed of Living Stones —the
structure made of hearts.

which those

’Neath every form of government, in every age
and clime,

Amid the world’s convulsions and the gastly
wrecks of time,

While empires rise in splendor and are con-
quered and o’erthrown,

And cities crumble into dust,
unknown,

Beneath the sunny smile of peace, the threaten-
ing frown of strife,

Lot \hxom) has stood unmoved — with age
renewed her life,

their vaiy sites

She claims her votaries in all climes, for none
are under ban,

Who place implicit trust in God, and love their
fellow-man.

The heart that sharves another’s woe, Leats just
as warm and true,

Within the breast of Christian, or
medan, or Jew,

She levels all distinctions from the highest to
the least,

The King must yield ol.edience to the Peasant
in the East.

Moham-

What honared names on history’s
whose brave deeds we pour,

Have knelt before our sacred shrine, and trod
our checkered fluor !
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Kings, princes, statesmen, heroes, bards, who
squared their actions true,

Between the Pillars of the Porch, now pass in
long review,

‘0, brothers ! what a glorious thought to dwell
upon :

The Mystic Tie that binds our hearts, bound
that of Washington.

Although our past achievements we with honest
pride review

As long asthere’s Rough Ashlars, there is work
for us to do,

We still must shape the Living Stones with
instruments of love,

Tor that eternal Mansion m the Paradise above,

Toil as we have toiled in ages past, to carry
out the plan—

Tis this : The Fatherhood of God, the Brother-
hood of Man.—Square and Compass.

MISPLACED CONFIDENCE.

Probably there is one thing that
causes more trouble among Masons
and brings Masonry more into 1llrepute
umong the profane than anything else,
and that is misplaced confidence and
broken faith among Craftsmen them-
selves.  There is no use beating about
the bush in this matter. It is well
kunown to Masons, and is much talked
of by those outside of the Institution,
and the day is not far distant when it
will be taken up by the Grand Bodies
and summary action taken upon the
offenders. Occurrences of this kind
have become altogether too frequent of
late years for the good of the Institu-
tion. Scarcely a Lodge can be {ound
but which contains someone who bhas
been ill used by a’brother Mason.
Some sharp practice has been per-
formed, promise broken or misleading
advice given, by a brother Mason,
against one who had a right to expect
entirely different usuage at his hands.

Election to a Masonic Lodge is one
of the best chavacter recommendations
any man can possess, providing the
committee was properly performed its
dutics, and the brethren vote intelli-
gently.  And therc is no gainsaying
the fact that our Lodges are, as a rule,
composed of the best men in the com-
munity  But it does not follow that
they are all of that class, neither can it
be helped if some fall from grace and
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do things they should not, but a strict
weeding out of this class of people
would have a salutary éffect upon
others, and would increase the public
respect for Masonry an hundred fold.

Freemasonry is a brotherhood a fam-
ily, wherein we are taught to help each
other, to keep sacred a brother’s secrets,
and should we hear a brother’s char-
acter wronglully traduced, we should
speak up in his bebalf; should we deem
him to be in danger, we should fore-
warn him ; in fact, we should have full
confidence in one another. But can we
always rely upon receiving just treat-
meunt from our Masonic brethren ? We
regret to be compelled to answer in the
negative.

Backbiting and  petty jealousies
among Masons should never be coun-
tenanced. There are some who seem
to take great delight in spreading un-
savory reports concerning their breth-
ren. Such persons should have a qui-
etus put upon them whenever they in-
dulge in such reprehensible and un-
Masonic conduct.  Masons should pull
together and not permit anything to
come between them,

At times it seems to us that the
“hroad mantle of Masonic charity” has
grown so old and threadbare that it
sadly needs repairing, or, perhaps,
"twould be better to have an altogether
new one made.~—7%e Masonic Record.

MONETARY QUALIFICATIONS.

There are some among even the
leaders of the Order who seem to think
that the standard of Freemasonry can
be raised by the imposition of higher
fees, and hence it is we occasicnally
hear of Lodges desirous of improving
the tone of their composition adopting
the expedient of raising their dues, or
a new Lodge will be started with am-
bitious apparently higher than those of
its neighbours, and in order to secure
some sort of superiority they settle the
fees of initiation and the annual sub-
scription at amounts in excess of others
in their immediate neighborhood, or in



Go

\
other respect in apparently equal ‘cir-
cumstances.

Does the result in such cases justify
the course adopted ? or have the effect
that is desired ?  \We hardly think so,
being of opinion that momentary con-
siderations are of little or no moment
to those wha desire to enter the Craft
from unworthy motives.  Indeed, we
would rather expect an undesirable
candidate (o seck adnussion into a high
priced Lodge than a cheaper one, be-
cause he would imagine by so doing
he would stand a fair chance of be-
coming acquainted with a higher sec-
tion of socicty, but at the same time
we aie inclined to recognise that differ-
ent grades of Lo dges are desirable, in
order to provide fur the requirements
of differents sections of society in the
same neighbourhood, although the
main principle of IFreemasony is rigor-
ously opposed to anything like a ae-
parture from equality in our midst.

How, then, it may be asked, are we
to have distinctions without a differ-
ence in price, and for answer we would
say, merely set a higher standard at the
outset, and resolutely object to the in-
troduction of any candidates who do
not come up to ihat standard. This is
the most effectual method, and at once
removes the mercenary element, which
which is not only most objectionable
from a Masonic point of view, but, to
our mind of thinking, wholly ineffec-
tive.—Freemason’s Chronicle.

The length of your cable tow in old
Scottish working was, for. E.A,, two
miles by day and one by night; F.C,,
three miles by day and two by night;
M.)M., five by day and three by night.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.

The following subscriptions have been re-
ceived since our last issue, and we shall be
obliged if our brethren will favor us with notice
of any omissions that may accur :

E. I. Carter, $1.00: fas. W, Staton, $1.00;
Dr. A. A. Henderson, $1.c0: S. Holling
worth, $1.00: Jno. P. Noyes, $1.00: . M
Little, $1.00 ; Harry Vigeon, $3.00: N. T
Lyon, $1.00; D. Mclalane, $1.00: W, |
Robie, $1.00: John Scoon, $1.00; W. 11
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Erbach, $1.00: Ifon. John Yeo, $1.00; W.
W, Fryer, $1.00; J. B, Jardine, $1.00 ; Bae-
lington Lodge, $2.50: A. Mcl.ean, $1.co;
1. W. Mortan, $1.00 3 Supreme Council 33°
$2.50: S. Stacker Williams, $r.oo: Qu’
Appelle Valley Lodge, $1.00 : Arch'd Hood,
I Co Fitrgerald, $2.00:; Jas. Alexander, ©
$1.00.

PLEASANTRIES.

Customer : * Give me a dozen fried  oys-
ters.”  Waiter: ““Sorry, sir; but were all
out of shell fish, excepting eggs.”

A student, describing the salubrity of Italy,
stated that, *¢in spite of the cholera the im-
mortality only reached twenty per thousand.”

A gentleman, who was relating an accident
he had had, was asked by the surgeon if
it was near the vertebrie that he had been
hurt.  “ No, 5ir,” was the reply: ““it was
near the Obhservatory, ™

An auctioneer at a sale of antiquities pat
up a belmet with the candid remark : ¢ This,
ladies and gentlenmien, is a helmet of Romulus,
the Roman founder : I think he was the ftirst
in the iron business.”

Mrs. Newriche (patronizingly): ¢ Where
any of your ancestors men of note, Mr.
Cynic 2" Mr. Cynic : ““ Yes, madam, I sheuld
say so.  One of them was the most famous ad-
miral of this day, and commanded the allied
finces of the world.”  Mrs Newriche (with al-
tered tone of deep respect) : ““ Is it possible,
Mr. Cynic ! And what was hisname 7 Mr.
Cynic: ** Noah, madam.”

The Vusical Conrier tells this anecdote
about Joachim and a London barber : ¢ The
great violinist is said to have once visited a
barber in that city to get his hair cut. Heis
in the habit of wearing it rather long behind,
and intimated as much to the barber, where-
upon that individual promptly reqlied, *I
wouldn’t wear it too long, mister : if you do,
you'll look just like one o them fiddlin’
chaps,”

Ie had been silent in thought for some
time. At length he heaved a sigh, which
moved his friend to inquire what the trouble
was.  ** This wotld ain’t run right,” he an-
swered.  “ Why, you ought to be happy.
You've been away enjoying yourself, I under-
stand.”  ““Yes. I've been away but, I don’t
sec much enjoyment,—not in a world where
the fish are so shy aboat bitin’ an’ the mo-
quitoes so eternally willin’,?

At the recent meeting of the Sup-
reme Court 1.O.F., R. W. Bro. Harry
A. Collins, of Toronto was elected
Supreme Treasurer. ‘The remainder
of the Supreme Executive were re-
clected.



