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ANNUAL REPORT) r

The Halifax Association for Improving the Condition of 
the Poor begs to submit the twenty-second annual report. 
During last winter the work of the Association has been 
carried on in a quiet unostentatious manner, yet without any 
relaxation of vigilance or effort on the part of the Committee 
of Management.

Donations.
Though several who were counted among its best friends 

tnd subscribers passed away during the previous year, yet 
there was no diminution of the amount usually sent in, and 
thanks are hereby tendered to all who so generously aided the 
Association in its benevolent operations. The donations of 
cash amounted to $1,507.50, besides articles of clothing, etc., 
which are exceedingly appropriate and useful.

The Housing of the Poor

has occupied the attention of the committee and a visit of 
inspection was made by the President and other members, 
accompanied by His Worship the Mayor, and several represent­
atives of the press. The result of their investigation, revealed 
a state of affairs existing in some localities that was deplorable 
in the extreme, and sufficient, in the judgment of the Com­
mittee to call for some legislative remedy. The housing of 
the poor is a matter of vital consequence to the health and 
morality of all concerned. Some so-called dwellings ought to 
be at once pulled down or thoroughly renovated, as in their 
present state they are not fit for human habitation.

Outlook for the Winter.
So far no arrangement has been made to re-open the stone 

shed, which has now been closed since the winter before last,
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Families Relieved.
The number of families relieved was 358, against 373 the 

Of the former number 123 were new cases,previous season, 
coming for the first time before the Committee.

Office Accommodation.
The place rented last winter cannot be had again, and the 

Committee are endeavoring to secure a suitable office in some 
convenient locality.

Clerk and Visitor.
ought to 

Society 
►lace him 
iponsible

Mr. R. Geo. Halls, as Clerk, and Mr. J. B. Brown, as Visitor, 
satisfaction in the discharge of their respectivegave every 

duties.
City Press.

Thanks are hereby tendered the Recorder, Chronicle and
work, free ofHerald, for publishing items concerning our

of $40 charge.
How Friends may Help.

The Association does not send out collectors, but calmly 
awaits the action of those who, moved by some noble and 
generous impulse, send in their subscriptions without waiting 
till they are called upon, thus preventing that loss of time 
and worry of mind incident to the making of personal appeals.

We trust that the Divine blessing which has rested upon 
the Association all along its past history will continue to 
vouchsafed and enjoyed in the future.
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JOHN DOULL, President. 
R. J. SWEET, Secretary.
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Z

ABSTRACT OF THE FUNDAMENTAL RULES BY WHICH THE 
ASSOCIATION IS TO BE GOVERNED.* Improve

1. To consider each applicant for relief as entitled to 
charity until a careful examination proves the contrary.

2. To give relief only after a personal investigation of 
each case, by visitation and enquiry.

3. To relieve no one except through the visitor.

4. To give the necessary articles, and only what is imme­
diately necessary.

5. To give what is least susceptible of abuse.
6. To give only in small quantities, and in proportion 

only to immediate need ; and of coarser quality than might be 
procured by labor, except in cases of sickness.

7. To give assistance at the right moment ; not to prolong 
it beyond the duration of the necessity which calls for it; 
but to extend, restrict and modify relief according to that 
necessity.

8. To require of each beneficiary, abstinence from intoxi­
cating liquor as a drink ; of such as have yçung children of a 
proper age, that they be kept at school, unless prevented by 
unavoidable circumstances ; and that those of suitable years 
be apprenticed to some trade, or sent to service. The design 
being to make the poor, parties to their own improvement and 
elevation; the wilful violation or disregard of these rules 
shall debar them from further relief.

9. To give no aid to persons who, from infirmity, imbeci­
lity, old age, or any other cause, are likely to continue unable 
to earn their own support, and consequently to be permanently 
dependent, except in extreme cases, for two or three days, or
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11REPORT.

who cannot be relieved without injury to them and the commu­
nity ; still have a recourse in the legal relief provided by the 
Commissioners of the Poor ; so that all are cared for. Second, 
the Association does not supercede existing charities but so far 

is practical, makes them available for those for whom they 
designed. Third, that it is governed by such humane and 

social bearings on the individuals concerned, and the public.
<§T The visitor, in complying with the foregoing Rules, 

should carefully direct his attention to such particulars bear­
ing on the different classes indicated therein, as will qualify 
him for an intelligent and judicious discharge of his highly 
important and responsible duties.

<gT The attention of Members is also called to the said 
Rules, and the co-operation with the visitor most earnestly 
solicited, for, without it, the great and difficult work in which 
the Association is engaged cannot be effectually accomplished.

%gT It will be noted that relief is granted without distinc­
tion of class or creed.
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Every day the Relief Office, (20 Bedford Row,) is open 
from 9 to 12 in the morning, and from 3 to 4 in the afternoon. 
The case of each applicant is thoroughly enquired into by the 
Visitor and a record kept of the information obtained.pauper- 
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Alpin Grant. 
Jae. Roue.. 
Robt. Urqut 
J. A. Chiprr 
C. Twining. 
Prof. J. G. 1

DONATIONS received,
1887-8.

c. c
J. s
W. E. Hyd 
“A Friend 
Peter Rose. 
J. H. Symo 

I “No. 1".. 
« A Friend 
T. C. Allen 
Prof. W. J. 
Dr. A. P. I 
S. G. Black

Doull & Miller
Genl. Lord A. Russell & ™ £ Farguharson.......................

A. & VV. Mackinlav ............^5? $• A. White.......................
The Rogg Amateur Opera Co kSS ^,Ad,01(1 Friend.”.,..",,"""* 
R. MacDonald........ ' %00 Tha“kh88,ving Col., Chalmer’s

Farquhar Forrest * Vv............ 25 00 A Friend....

SàtStiSÿr:::"-"-"-"-' g g 
&5 &**»*«:: is ssrto&iüv. ■
F SSfc:~= 5sM. Dwyer..........  .......... os on H' Robertson & Co

I s Mfc;;;:;-
........................................

Thoe. S. Reid, Bermuda......................•••••"
Danl. Cronan........  „„ „ Geo Thompson ..........

M-SR

h<ml ...........^ g
Mr,CUEWW&C°n........
RobieCüLïre11...................  «00

Mackintosh & Mclnnee.."..........  20 00 (• ' T ~ ..............
f J- H“nt..........................y1 20 00 Cant. J Taylor Wood
Lawson, Harrington * Co """ 20 on r.V?*S? ......................
Judge J. N. Ritchie. ........on ™ 9; °. Blackadar............
P. Lyneh........    00 Mrs. C. C. Blackadar

T- B. Akins.... ....................... ° ” G- B. Faulkner . .
L. Hart A Son........ ..................... £ °® “«• A. VVilmot
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R«v. d.m.Gordon. ;$
Jas. Gordon. ..............  !x XY
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Aie*. Dow...::-'.................... ,® Î5

...................58

..$10 00 
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J.
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J. A. Turnbull 
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5 00
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6 00Thos. Forhan 
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. 6 00A. B. Bligh................ :
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5 00



15
report.

$ 4 00
$ 6 00 B.........

5 00 C. M. L....
5 00 Capt. Coffin....,............
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5 00 Fader Bros ..................
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