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AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH
FRANCE.

J

CIIAPTER I.

OAK THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES MAINTAIN INDEPENDENCE?

July-August 1776.

^

The American declaration of independence was t]ie becnn-mng of new ages It disembarrassed the people of the Um^ted
States from the legal fiction of allegiance to a king againstwhom thej were m arms, and set before them a well-defined
single, and mspmng purpose. It changed the contest from awar for the redress of grievances to the creation of a self-goy-emmg commonwealth. Hope whispered the assurance of un-
heard-of success in the pursuit of public happiness through faithm the rights of man. ^

Before receiving the declaration, the convention of Mary-
land, on the sixth of July, yielded to "the dire necessity" ofrenouncing the king who had violated his compact, and "con-

SnrTrT/'^''" *' ^""^ '''^^''^^y ^^ n^aintaming thefreedom of Maryland and her sister colonies "

tion^rPlTi'!?-*^' ""T"^'"' "^ ''^''y ^^^ *^^t <^f i^spec-to at Philadelphia marched in procession to the state-housewhere the declaration was read to the battalions of volunSand a concourse of the inhabitants of the city and tun y

tins':? r ''
r'!f

""^ *^^^ ^"-* ^-^ *^« -Carnaltons of t e crowd, and peals from the state-house bell pro-claimed " liberty throughout the land."
^

Jer^V^:::^^^ -gressof New
J', - pre.vnce vl the committee of safety, the mihtiaun-

,i
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der anns, and a great assembly of the people at Trenton, pub-

lished simultaneously the declaration of independence and their

own new constitution.

On the morning of the ninth, the iicwly elected convention

of New York, invested with full powers from the people, as-

sembled at "White Plains, chose as president Nathaniel Wood-
hull of Suffolk county, a man of courage and discriminating

mind, and listeiied to the reading of the declaration of inde-

pendence. In the afternoon they met again, thirty-eight in

number, among whom were Woodhull, Jay, Van Cortlandt,

Lewis Morris, Gouvemeur Morris, Gansevoort, Sloss Hobart,

the Presbyterian minister Keteltas, and other representatives of

the Dutch, English, and Huguenot elements of the state. If

resistance to the end should be chosen, Lewis Morris must aban-

don his large estate to the unsparing ravages of the enemy

;

Woodhull could not hope to save his constituents from imme-

diate subjection ; Jay must prepare to see his aged father and

mother driven from their home at Kye, to pine away and die

as wanderers; the men from the western part of the state

knew that their vote would let loose the Indian with his scalp-

ing-knife along their border. But they trusted in the uncon-

querable spirit of those by whom they had been elected. The

leading part fell to Jay. On his report, the convention with

one voice, while they lamented the cruel necessity for " inde-

pendence, approved it, and joined in supporting it at the risk

of their lives and fortunes." They directed it to be published

with the beat of drum at White Plains, and in every district

of the state ; empowered their delegates in congress to act for

the happiness and the welfare of the United States of America;

and named themselves the representatives of the people of the

state of New York. By this decree the union of the thirteen

colonies was consummated ; New York, long with the cup of

misery at her hps, ever remained true to her pledge.

In announcing independence, the commander-in-chief as-

serted for the colonists " the rights of humanity." The dec-

laration was read on the ninth to every brigade in New York

city, and received with the most hearty approbation. In the

evening a mob, composed in part of soldiers, threw down the

leaden equestrian statue of George III. which stood in the Bowl-

iii:#
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ing Green. The riot offended Wasliington and was rebuked
in general orders.

On the eleventh the ill-provided fleet of Lord Dunmore was
driven by well-placed batteries from its safe moorage nearGwynn s Island, to ride at anchor near the mouth of the Poto-
mac. Here a gale sprung up which wrecked several of
the small craft and drove a sloop on shore, where it fell into
the hands of " the rebels." To disencumber himself of every-
thing but the transports, the governor sent the refugees under
his protection to Great Britain, the West Indies, or St. Au<ni8-
tme. Of the negroes whom he had enHsted, five hundred had

?. .f'?;r
''. ^' ''""^-P^^

'
^^ *^^ '''^' Sre^^ ^""ibers were

sent to the West Indies. His appeal to the slaves brought death
or wretchedness on aU who rose at his bidding, and incensed
the southern colonies without benefit to the cro^vn

Dunmore roved about for some weeks longer in the waters

rP«W T^''^r^^ '^'^'^°^ ^^^P5 but no hostile foot
rested on the soil of Virginia, when, on the twenty-fifth, the
declaration of independence was read in Williamsburg at the
capitol the court-house, and the palace; and when it was pro-
claimed by the sheriff of each county at the door of his couri.
house on the first ensuing court-day. In Rhode Island it was
announced successively at Newport, East Greenwich, and Provi-
dence, where it called forth loud huz.as for " free trade withan the world, American manufactures, and the diffusion of lib-
erty o er and oW the globe." The thriving city of Baltimore
was Ihimmatedforjoy. At Ticonderoga the soldiers under
Samt-Clair shouted with rapture :

" Now we are a free peopleand have a name among the states of the worid." In Massa-
chusetts the great state paper was published from the pulpit ona Lord s Day by each minister to his congregation, and was

^f South r"f '"
!'f T''' ^' *^^ town's. 'The 'assemW^

opir" ?''^''''''^^'*^''^^'P^"^^^ "the unavoidable ne-
cessity of independence, accepted its declaration "with un-
speakable pleasure."

Deoillf.T'^'"''
^'"^ 'P"^"^ ^''"^ ^^'^ instructions of thepeople

,
It was now accepted and confirmed as their work in

ZZ^;;^^^^-^^ and legislatures, in't^^
-,- ana mc ..aming-held. ihe report went out among all

•'i
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^^i

nations ; it involved the reform of tlie British parliament, the
emancipation of Ireland, the overthrow of feudalism in France.
Even Hungary bent forward to hear the glad sound ; and Ital-

ians and Germans recalled their days of unity.

The arrow had sped when Lord Howe entered upon the
scene ^;•ith his commission for restoring peace. As a naval
officer, ho added expeaence and skill to phlegmatic coura«-e.

Naturally taciturn, his manner of expressing himself was con-
fused. His profile resembled that of his grandfather, George
I. ; his complexion was very dark ; his grim features had no
stamp of superiority ; but his face wore an expression of serene
and passive fortitude. As unsuspicious as he was brave, he
sincerely designed to act as a mediator; and indulged in
visions of riding about the country, conversing with its prin-
cipal inhabitants, and restoring the king's authority by methods
of moderation and concession. At Halifax he told Admiral
Arbutlmot " that peace would be made within ten days after
his arrival." With a simplicity which speaks for his sincerity,

he had not discovered how completely his powers were circum-
scribed. He could pardon individuals on their retura to the
king's protection, and could grant an amnesty to insurgent
communities which should lay down their arms and dissolve
their governments. The only further privilege which his long
altercation wrung from the ministry was a vague permission to
converse with private men on their alleged grievances and to
report their opinions ; but he could not promise that their
complaints would be heeded ; and he was strictly forbidden to
treat with the continental congress, or any provincial congress,
or any civil or mihtary officer holding their commission.

In the evening of the twelfth Lord Howe reached Staten
Island. His brother, who had impatiently ex-pected him, was
of the opinion " that a numerous body of the inhabitants of
New York, the Jerseys, and Connecticut only waited for op-
portunities to prove their loyalty; but that peace could not
be restored until the rebel army should be defeated." Lord
Howe, while at sea, had signed a declaration which liad been
sketched by Wedderburn in England, and which did but an-
nounce his authority separately, not less than jointly with his
brother, to grant free and general pardons, and promise " due
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consideration to all persons who should aid in restoring ti-an-
quillity.''

On the second day after his arrival he sent a white flag up
the harbor with a copy of his declaration, enclosed in a letter
addressed to Washington as a private man. Reed and Webb
who went to meet the messenger, following their instructions'
declined to receive the communication. Lord Howe was
grieved at the rebuff; in the judgment of congress, Washing-
ton " acted with a dignity becoming his station."

On the same day Lord Howe sent a flag across the Kill to
Amboy, with copies of his declaration in circular letters to all
the old royal governors south of New York. The papers fell
into the hands of Mercer, and thi'ough Washington were trans-
mitted to congress.

Lord Howe tried to advance his purpose by forwarding
conciliatory letters written in England to persons in America
Those which he had concerted with Do Berdt, son of the old
agent of Massachusetts, to Kinsey of New Jersey and to Reed
of Peimsylvania, were public in their nature, though private in
their form, and were promptly referred by their recipients to
congress. In them he suffered it to be said that he had for
two months delayed sailing from England, in order to obtain
an enlargement of his instructions ; that he was disposed to
treat

;
that he had power to compromise and adjust, and desired

a parley with Americans on the footing of' friends. Reed
thought " the overture ought not to be rejected ; " and through
Robert Morris he offered most cheerfully to take such a pSt
"on the occasion as his situation and abiHties would admit."

The gloom that hung over the country was deepening its
shades

;
one British corps after another was arriving ; the fleet

commanded the waters of New York, and two ships-of-war
had, on the twelfth, passed the American batteries with very
little mjury, ascending the Hudson river for the encourage-
ment of the disaffected, and totally cutting off all intercourse
by water between Washington's camp and Albany. Greene
on the fourteenth, while facing the whole danger without dis-
may, ivrote to John Adams: "I still think you are claying a
desperate game." But congress showed no wavering.' " Lord
Howe," reasoned Samuel Adams, "comes with terms disgrace-

ill

1

.
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fill to hninan nature, no lias always voted, as I am told, in
favor of the king's measures iu parliament, and at the same
time professed himself a friend to the liberties of America,
lie seems to me either never to liavo had any good principles
at all, or not to ha\ > presenco of mind openly and uniformly
to avow them." Kobert Mon-is resolved as a good citizen to
follow if lie could not lead, and thenceforward flui)ported inde-
pendence. As the only answer to Lord Howe, congress, on
the nineteenth, resolved that its own state paper of the fourth
of July should bo engrossed on parchment as " the unanimous
declaration of the thirteen Unitki) Statks of Amkuica," and
signed by every one of its members. It further directed Lord
Howe's circular letter and declaration to ho published, " that
the good peoi)lo of these United States may bo informed of
what nature are the commissioners, and what the terms with
which the insidious court of Britain hm endeavored to anmso
and disarm tiiem

; and that the few who still remain susp(;nded
by a liope, founded either in the justice or moderation of their
late king, may at length be convinced that the valor alone of
their country is to save its liberties."

Before this decision could reach AVashington he had made
Lis own opinions kno>vn. In reply to a resolution of congress
on the massacre by Indians of some prisoners who had capitu-
lated in Canada, General Howe had, on the sixteenth, sent him
a note, of which the address had no recognition of his official

station. The letter was for that reason not received ; and on
the twentieth a second letter was rejected, because its address
was ambiguous

; but, for the sake of coming to some agreement
respecting prisoners, Paterson, its bearer, the British adjutant-
general, was allowed to enter the American cam]>. After
pledging the word of tlie British commander to grant to pris-
oners the rights of humanity and to punish the officers who
had broken their parole, he asked to have his visit accepted as
the first advance from the commissioners for restoring peace,
and asserted that they had great powers. "From what ap^
pears," rejoined Washington, "they have power only to grant
pardons

; having connnitted no fault, we need no pardon ; we
are only defending what we deem to bo our indisputable
rights."

^
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To Franklin, as to a wortl.y fi-icnd, Lord TIowo Imd sent
assurances that to promote lii^ting poaco and union, and pre-
vent American commerce from passing to ionn^ nations
formed "the great objects of liis ambition." Franklin after
consulting congress, answered

: «Bya peace between JJritain
and America, as distinct states, your nation might re(;over tho
greatest i)ai-t of our growing commerce, with that additional
strength to be derived from a friendsliip with us ; but her lust
of dominion, and herthli-st for a gainful monopoly, will loin
to hide her true interests from her eyes.

«TIie well-founded esteem and affection which I shall
always have for your lordship makes it painful to me to see
you engaged in conducting a war, tho great ground of
which, jis expressed in your letter, is * the necessity of prevent-
ing the American trade from passing into foreign channels

'

Retaming a trade is not an object for which men may iustlv
spill each other's blood

;
the true means of securing commerce

18 the goodness and cheapness of commodities; and the profit
of no trade can ever be equal to the expense of compellinr. itby fleets and annies. *'

"Posterity will condemn to infamy those who advised this
war

;
and even success will not save from some degree of dis-

honor those who voluntarily engage to conduct it. I believe
that when you find conciliation impossible on any terms given
you to propose, you will relinquish so odious a command."

When on the thirtieth Lord Howe received this reply his
countenance grew more sombre; tears glistened in his eyes;ho looked^ withm himself, and was conscious of aiming at a
reconcihation on terms of honor and advantage to both parties,
ihe truth began to dawn upon him that he had been deceived
into accepting a commission which left him no power but to
assist in the subpigation of America 1 r arms

The interview of the British adjutant-general with Washing-

Bnt^n ofRcors who had been taken by "the rebels," and stillmore f om a consideration of the difficulties which mi^lit oc-cur in the ca.e of foreign troops serving in America, the J r t sh
minister, m February 1770, instructed General Howe to effectthe exchange of prisoners, but without using the king's name

'
^

J^|.
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in any ncojotiation for tliut purj)08o. Tlio secrutary's letter was
followed by the proposal, in July 177(5, to ^vo up a citizen

carried away from Jioston for a British subject held in arrest.

Congress, on the twenty-second, votcnl its approval, and gave
power to exchange ])risoner8 of war: officer for oilicerof eipial

rank, soldier for soldier, sailor for sailor, and citizen for citizen.

In this arrangement llowo readily concurred. Interrupted by
frequent altercations, it prevailed to the end of the war.

Union was the cry of America. " The i)lan of a confedera-

tion was drawn by Dickinson," * and wjis in the hands of the

committee before the end of June.

The main hindrance to the establishment of a strong, over-

ruling central force was an unwillingness of the se})arate states

to give up power, and a jealousy of establishing it in other

hands than their own. The Dutch and Swiss confederacies

were the only models known to the people in detail, and they
were studied and imitated. There was not at that time one
civilian who fully comprehended the need of the country, or

v.-asiit to be the architect of a permanent national constitution;

and zeal to guard against the predominance of the central

power heightened the imperfections which had their deep root

in the history of the states.

Every English administration had aimed at acquiring the

disposal of the military resources and revenues of the colonies,

while every American legislature liad constantly resisted en-

croachments. This resistance, developed and contirmed by
successive generations, had become the instinct and habit of

the people.

In raising a revenue, the colonies had acknowledged in the
king no function whatev cr except that of addressing to them
severally requisitions M'hich they, aft< i- deliberation and con-

sent, were to collect by their own separate power. The con-

federacy now stood in the place of the crown as the central

authority ; and to that federal union the colonies, by general
concurrence, proposed to confide only the same limited right
of making requisitions.

The plan of Dickinson was less efficient than that proposed
the year before by Franklin. Colonies often failed to be rep-

* Edward Rutledge to John Jay, 29 June 1116. MS.

,1
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resented; Franklin's plan eonstitntcd one half of the inenibern
of eongress a quonnn, and left the decision of every qnestion
to tiie majority of those who might bo present; Diekinson
knew only " the United States assembled ;" co.mted everyone
of them which might chance to be unre])reHented as a vote in
the negative; reqnired that not oven a trivial matter shoidd
be determined except by the concurrence of seven colonies

;

and that measures of primary importance should await the
assent of nine, that is, of at least two thirds of the whole. If
eight states oidy were present, no question relating to defence,
peace, war, finances, army, or navy, could be tmnsacted even
by a unanimous vote

; nor could a matter of smaller moment
be settled by a nuijority of six to two. Fraiddin accepted all
amendments that should be approved by a majority of the
states; Dickinson permitted no change but by the consent of
every state.

Edward Hiitlodge of South Carolina, who sci-vod with indus-
try on the committee with Dickinson, saw danger in an indis-
soluble league of friendship between the states for their gene-
ral welfare, and in June, while the plan was still in the hands
of the committee, wrote privately but deliberately : " If the
plan now proposed should be adopted, nothing less than ruin
to some colonies will be the consequence. The idea of destroy-
ing all provincial distinctions, and making everything of the
most minute kind bend to what they call the good of the whole
18 in other terms to say that these colonies must be subject to
the government of the eastern provinces. The force of their
arms I hold exceeding cheap ; but I dread their overniling
influence in council. I am resolved to vest the congress with
no more power than what is absolutely necessary, and to keep
the staff in our own hands

; for, if surrendered into the hands
of others, a most pernicious use will be made of it." *

^

Eight days after the declaration of independence the com-
mittee appointed to prepare articles of confederation in the ab-
sence of Dickinson brought in his draft. After it had been
printed, on the twenty-second of July 1776, it was taken into
consideration by congress in committee of the whole The dis-
cussion was renewed at every following session in July and for

* Rutlcdse to Jay, 29 June 1776. MS.

l^^ • 1
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several days in August.* The powers conceded to the confed-
eration, narrow as they were, aroused distrust and fear. Tlie
plan, assuming population to be the index of wealth, proposed
to obtain supplies by requisitions upon each state in proportion

to the number of its inhabitants, excepting none but Indians
not paying taxes. Chase moved to count only the " white in-

habitants ; " for " negroes were property, and no more members
of the state tlian cattle." " Call the laboring poor freemen or

slaves," said John Adams, " they increase the wealth and ex-

ports of the state as much in the one case as in the other, and
should therefore add equally to the quota of its tax." Harrison
of Virginia proposed as a compromise that two slaves should be
counted as one freeman. " To exempt slaves from taxation,"

said Wilson, "will be the greatest encouragement to slave-

keeping and the importation of slaves, on which it is our duty
to lay every discouragement. Slaves increase profits, which
the southern states take to themselves ; they increase the bur-
den of defence, which must fall so much the more heavily on
the northern. Slaves prevent freemen from cultivating a
country. Dismiss your slaves, and freemen will take their

places." " Freemen," said young LjTich of South Carolina,
" have neither the ability nor the inclination to do the work
that the negroes do. Our slaves are our property ; if that is

debated, there is an end of confederation. Being our prop-
erty, why should they be taxed more than sheep ? " « There
is a difference," said Franklin; "sheep will never make insur-

rections." Witherspoon thought the value of lands and houses
was the true barometer of the wealth of a people, and the
criterion for taxation. Edward Eutledge objected to the nile
of numbers because it included slaves, and because it exempted
the wealth to be acquired by the eastern states as carriers for
the southern. Hooper of North Carolina cited his own state

as a striking exception to the rule that the riches of a country
are in proportion to its numbers ; and, commenting on the un-
profitableness of slave labor, he expressed the wish to see slavery
pass away. The amendment of Chase was rejected by a vote of
all the states north of Mason and Dixon's line against all those

* Secret Journals of Congress, i., 290-315 ; John Adams's works, ii,, 492-602

;

Jeiferson's works, i., 26-36.
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south of it, except that Georgia was divided. The confedera-
tion could not of itself levy taxes, and no rule for apportioning
requisitions promised harmony. °

A second article which divided the states related to the dis-
tribution of power in the general congress. Delaware, from the
beginning, bound her delegates to insist that, " in declaring ques-
tions, each colony should have one vote ; » and this waa the rule
adopted by Dickinson. Chase saw the extreme danger of a
hopeless conflict, and proposed as a compromise that in votes
relating to money the voice of each state should be propor-
tioned to the number of its inhabitants. Franklin insisted
that they should be so proportioned in all cases; that it was
unreasonable to set out with an unequal representation ; that
a confederation on the iniquitous principle of allowing to
the smaller states an equal vote without their bearing equal
burdens could not last long. "All agree," replied Wither-
spoon, "that there must and shall be a confederation for this
war; m the enlightened state of men's minds, I hope for a
lasting one. Our greatest danger is of disunion among our-
selves. Nothing will come before congress but what respects
colonies and not individuals. Every colony is a distinct per-
son

;
and, if an equal vote be refused, the smaller states will be

vassals to the larger." « We must confederate," said Clark of
JXew Jersey, "or apply for pardons." "AYe should settle
some plan of representation," said Wilson. John Adams
agreed with Franklin

:
" We represent the people ; and in

some states they are many, in others they are few; the vote
should be proportioned to numbers. The confederacy is to
form us hke separate parcels of metal, into one common mass,
vve shall no longer retain our separate individuality, but be-come a single individual as to all questions submitted to the
confederacy

;
therefore all those reasons which prove the jus-

tice and expediency of a proportional representation in other
assemblies hold good here. An equal vote will endanger the
larger states, while they, from their difference of products, of
interest, and of manners, can never combine for the oppres-
sion of the smaller." Eush spoke on the same side : "Weare a nation; to vote by states will keep up colonial distinc-
tions

;
and we shall be loath to admit new colonics into the

I
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confodoratiou. Tlio voting by tlio nunihcr of frco inhabitants

"will havo tlio oxccllont etToet of inducin;); tho colonion to (Hh-

otmrago slavery. Tho larger colonioH aro ho providentially

divi<lod ill situaticm as to rcndor ovory fear of thoir combining

visionary. Tho nioro a man aimn at Horving America, tho

moro he sorvcrt his colony ; I am not pleading tho canwo of

Pennsylvania; I consider myself a citizen of America." Iloi)-

kins of Rhode Island pleaded for tho smaller colonics: "Tho

(lerman body votes by states; so does tho Helvetic; so does

tho Belgie. Virginia, Pennsylvania, Massaclmsetts, and Afary-

land contain more than half the people; it can not bo ex-

pected that nine colonies will give way to four. The safety

of tho whole di'pends on tho distinction of tho colonies."

"Tho vote," said ISherman of Connecticut, "should bo taken

«two ways : call the colonies, and call tho individuals, and havo

a majority of both." JelTerson enforced, as tho means to savo

tho union, that " any proposition might be negatived by tho

representatives of a majority of the people, or of a majority

of tho colonies." I lore is tho thought out of which the great

compromise of our constitution was evolved.*

Aside from tho permanent (piestion of taxation and repre-

sentation, what moat stood in tho way of an early act of union

was the contlict of claims to tho ungranted lands, which duriii'X

the connection with Crrcat Britain had belonged to tho king.

It was not questioned that each member of the confederacy

had acquired the sole right to tho public domain within its

acknowledged limits ; but on tho second of August it was pro-

])Osed to vindicate for the United States tho great territory

north-west of tho Ohio by investing congress " with tho exclu-

sive power of limiting tho bounds of those colonies which

wore said to extend to the South Sea, and ascertaining tho

bounds of any other that appeared to bo indeterminate." Jef-

ferson spoke against the proposed power as too great and vague,

and protested against the competency of congress to decide upon

the right of Virginia ; but he confidently expressed the hope
" that the colonies would limit themselves." Unless they would

do 80, AVilson claimed for Pennsylvania the right to say she

would not confederate.

* John Adams, ii., 499, and ix., 465, 467.
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Tho PC'licino of confcdoriition was in its fonn ho coirjplicato

am] in its typo so low tluit, at tho outHot, tliu nuHsluipon organ-
ism struck with paralysis tho zeal for creating a govorninont.
Had it been at once adopted, tho war coidd not have boon car-

ried on ; but congroHs soon grow weary of conHidering it, and
tho revolution during its years of crinis continued to bo con-
ducted by tho more otKcient existing union, which had grown
out of the instructions of the several colonics to their delegates,

was held together by tho necessities of war, and acknowledged
tho right of the majority to decide a question.

Tho states had, therefore, to light tho battles of indepen-
dence under tho simple organization by which it had been de-
clared; tho fear of a standing army as a deadly foo to tho
liberties of tho people liad thus far limited the enlistment of
citizens to short terms ; so that tho national defence was com-
mitted to the ebb and How of tho militia of tho separate states,

and good discnplino was made iinpossiblo.

In July, Crown Point was abandoned by tho northern anny,
on tho concurrent advice of tho general officors, against tho
protest of Stark and twenty fiold-otlicers. dates, though hold-
ing a subordinate command, neglected to make reports to liis

superior; and when Washington, after consulting his council,
"expressed soiTowat tho retreat from Crown Point," (Jates re-

sented the interferenco as " unprecedented," insisted that ho
and his council were in " nothing inferior " to " their brethren
and compeers," and referred tho matter to congress. While
ho 60 liastily set himself up as tho rival of the commander-in-
chief, ho was intriguing with New England members of con-
gress to supersede Schuyler.

On the first day of August, Washington declared in a gener-
al order

:
" Divisions among ourselves most effectually assist our

enemies
;
the provinces are all united to oppose the common ene-

my, and all distinctions are sunk in tlie name of an Amci-Ican."
On the next day the members of congress, having no army

but a transient one, no confederation, no treasury, no supplies
of materials of war, signed the declaration of independence,
which had been engrossed on parchment. The first, after John
Hancock the president, to writo his name was Samuel Adams,
to whom the men of that day ascribed " the Greatest part in
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16 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, ep. iv. OH. I.

the greatest revolution of the world." The body was some-
what changed from that which voted on the fourth of Jn.ly.

Chase was now present, and by his side Charles Carroll, a new
member, in whose election the long disfranchised Catholics of

Maryland saw an evidence o^ their disinthralment. "Wythe
and Kichard Henry Lee had returned from Richmond

; Dick-
inson and two of his colleagues had made way for Clymer,
Rush, and others ; Robert Morris, who had been continued as

a representative of Pennsylvania, now acted heartily with John
Adams and Jefferson and Franklin. Mackean was with the
army, and did not set his name to the roll before 1781. For
Kew York, Philip Livingston and Lewis Morris joined with
Francis Lewis and William Floyd.

American independence was ratified not by congress onlv,

but by the nation. The unselfish enthusiasm of the people
was its support ; the boundlessness of the country formed its

natural defence ; and the self-asserting individuality of every
state and of every citizen, though it delayed the organization

of an efficient government with executive unity, imposed on
Britain the impossible task of conquering them one by one.

Since America must wage a war for existence as a nation

without an efficient government, there was the more need of

foreign alliances. The maritime powers, which saw in Eng-
land their natural foe, did not wait to be entreated. On the

seventh of J uly, when there was danger of a rupture between
Spain and Poitu'^'al on a question of the boundaries of Brazil,

Vergennea '•ead to the king in council his advice

:

" The king of Spain must not act precipitately, for a war
by land would divert us from the great object of weakening
the only enemy whom France can and ought to distrust. The
spirit and the letter of the alliance with Austria promise her

influence to hold back Russia from listening to English over-

tures. In Holland it will be proper to reanimate the ashes of

the republican party, and propitiate favor for neutrality as a

source of profit. The Americans must be notified of the con-

sequences which the actual state of things presages, if they
will but await its development. As the English are armed in

North America, we cannot leave our colonies destitute of all

means of resistance. The isles of France and Bourbon demand

i
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the same forethought. The English, under pretence of reUev-mg their squadron in the Indies, will double its force- andsuch IS their .xrength in the peninsula of Hindostan tJie;might easily drive us from Pondicherry and our colonies tfwe do not prepare for defence. Time is precious ; every m^ment must be turned to account."
Replying to an inquiry of the comptroller-general, Ver-gennes, on the tenth, advised to admit the ships and cargoesof the united colonies without exacting dutie^ or appWthe restrictive laws on their entry or departure ; so that FrLcfmight become the emporium of their commerce with other

ished his colleague, "that our motives, our intentions, and, asfa^^as possible, our proceedings, may be hidden from the En^

of ^t n'""^*
at concealment was frustrated by the arrivalof Siias Deane. He was instructed to obtain information

ance, Edward Bancroft, a native of Connecticut, who hadmigrated to the mother country, and had there gained somerepute as a physician and a naturalist. In 1769 he had Zlished an able and spirited pamphlet, vindicating the ^^^^^^tive claims of the colonies
; and, under some supfr^lnfrom

On the eleventh, Vergennes admitted Deane to an int».r"ow. Reserving for the king's considemion the legion ofreco^.s,„g he independence and Foteeting the trTof th.

thev shouM ,^' Tl^ " " P"^''° "P'^'on tK in case

thevmlt ^ .
t''\«'vereignty of his Britonnie majestythey might count on the nnauiraons good wishes of th. !Z^™nt and people of France, whose Intfre™'":^,^:^;;

tt^i'Z maSr' f'T '""''"^ »^- » *' "wen!•-u, x/udne made a formnl rannpaf f^- x.,., 1 , , .. .
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li^i

brass field-pieces, and arras and elotliing for twenty-five thou-

sand men. The arms were promised; and Beaumarchais,

whom Vergennes authoritatively recommended, offered mer-

chandise on credit to the value of three millions of livres. But

Deane summoned Bancroft to his side as if he had been a col-

league, showed him his letters of credence and his instructions,

took him as a companion in his journeys to Versailles, and re-

peated to him all that passed in the interviews with the minis-

ter. Bancroft returned to England, and his narrative for the

British ministry is a full record of the first official intercourse

between France and the United States. The knowledge thus

obtained enabled the British ambassador to embarrass the ship-

ment of supplies by timely remonstrances; for the French

cabinet was not yet willing to appear openly in support of the

insurgents.

The arrival of the declaration of independence gave more
earnestness to the advice of Vergennes. On the last day of

August he read to the king, in committee with Maurepas, Sar-

tine, Saint-Germain, and Clugny, considerations on the part

which France should now take toward England :
" lluin hangs

over a state which, trusting to the good faith of its rivals,

neglects precautions for safety, and disdains the opportunity of

rendering its habitual foe powerless to injure. England is

without question the hereditary enemy of France. In her

intense nationality of character, the feeblest gleam of pros-

perity in France is an unsupportable grief. She arrogates, the

exclusive empire over the seas, and it is her constant maxim to

make war upon us as soon as she sees us ready to assume our

proper place as a maritime power. Left to herself, she will

fall upon our marine, taking the same advantage as in 1755.

"What reparation have we thus far obtained for the affronts

that have been put upon us in India, and the habitual violation

of our rights at Newfoundland under the clear and precise

stipulations of a treaty ? In the south of America, Portugal

openly attacks Spain ; England justifies her ally and nourishes

the germ of this quarrel, in order to direct its development as

may suit her ambition. England has in America a numerous
army and fleet, equipped for prompt action ; if the Americans
baffle her efforts, will not the chiefs of the ministry seek com-

I
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pensation at the expense of France or Spain s ^-ptafprft
makes it plain, even to demonstration, that we canTJjS^
upon her sincerity and rectitude.

;' The advantages of a war with England in the present
conjuncture prevail so eminently over its inconveniences that
there is no room for a comparison. What better moment could
France seize, to efface the shame of the odious surprise of 1755
and all the ensuing disasters, than this, when England, engao-edm a civil war a thousand leagues off, has scattered the Ws
necessary for her internal defence ? Her sailors are in America
not in slups-of-war only, but in more than four hundred trans^
ports, ^ow that tlie United States have declared their inde-
pendence, there is no chance of conciliation unless supernatural
events should force them to bend under the yoke, or the Enff-hsh to recognise their independence. While the war continues
between the insurgents and the English, the American sailorsand soldiers, who in the last war contributed to make thoseenormous conquests of which France felt so keenly the hun^^U-
ation, will be employed against the English, and indirectly for
1^ ranee. The war will form between France and North Anieri.
ca a connection which will not grow up and vanish with theneed of the moment. No conflicting interest divides the two
nations. Commerce will form between them a very durable
if not an eternal, chain; vivifying industry, it will bring intoour harbors the commodities which America formerly poured
into those of England, with a double benefit, for theaugmenta-
tion of our national labor lessens that of a rival

" Whether war against England would involve a war onthe continent deserves to be discussed. The only three powerswho^ England could take into her pay are Austria, Prussi^and Russia The alliance between France and Austria, and the

nelr^n Ti
"' '''' TP^"^ ^"^^^ ''' P^-^' ^--antee herneutrahty The mutual distrust of the courts of Vienna and

house of Bourbon and England. The republic of Holland

humihation,and would regard the war on the part of Franco
as one of conservation rather than of conquest. If his majesty;
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Bcizingf a miiquo occasion which tlio ages will perhaps never re-

produce, should succeed in striking England a blow suflicicnt

to lower her pride and to coniine her pretensions within just

limits, he will for many years be master of peace, and will have
the precious glory of becoming the benefactor not of his people
only, but of all the nations.

" Should his majesty, on the other hand, prefer a doubtful
and ill-assured peace to a war which necessity and reason can
justify, the defence of our possessions will exact almost as great

an expenditure as war, without any of the alleviations and re-

sources which war authorizes. Even could wo be passive spec-

tators of the revolution in North America, can wo look un-
moved at that which is preparing in Hindostan, and which
will bo as fatal to us as that in America to England 3 The
revolution in Hindostan, once begun, will console England for
her losses by increasing her moans and her riches tenfold. This
wo are still able to prevent."

After these sharp and penetrating words Yergennes " awaited
in respectful silence the command which might please the wis-
dom of the king." The result was what Vergennes desired

;

tho conduct of the British ministry in 1708, during the insur-
rection of tho Corsican people against France in defence of
their liberty, was adopted as tho precedent for Franco in ren-
dering aid to tho Americans.

Meantime, Beaumarchais, with the connivance of Vergennes,
used delicate flattery to awaken in the temporizing ]\Iaurepa8
a passion for glory. The profligate Count d'Artois, younger
brother of the king, and the prodigal Duko do Chaj-tres, better
known as the duke of Orleans, innovators in manners, throw-
ing aside the stiff etiquette and rich dress of former days for
the English fashion of |)lain attire, daring riders and chariot-
eers, eager imtrons of the race-course which was still a novelty
in Franco, gave their voices for war. The Count do Broglie
was an early partisan of the Americiuis. A large part of the
nobility of Franco panted for an opportunity to tume the haught-
iness of England, which, as they said to one another, after hav-
ing crowned itself with laurels, and grown rich by conquests,
and mastered all tho seas, and insulted every nation, now turned
its insatiable pride against its own colonies. First among these
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wastiie ]\rarqui8 do Lafayette, then just nineteen, master of two
hundred thousand livrcs a year, and happy in a wifo who had
the 8i)irit to approve his enthusiasm, lie whispered his pur
pose of joining the Americans to two young friends, the Count
de hcgur and the Viscount do Noailles, who wished, tiiough invam, to be his con.panions. At first the Count de Bi-oMio
opposed us project, saying

:
" I have seen your uncle die in "the

wars of Italy
;

I w^is present when your father fell at the bat-
tle of Mindon

;
and I will not be accessory to the ruin of the

only remaining branch of the family." Uut when it appeared
that the young man's heart was enrolled, and that ho took
thought ot nothing but how to join the flag of his choice, the
count respected his unalterable resolution

Like Louis XVL, diaries IIL,then king of Spain, opposed
open hostihties

;
Grimaldi, his chief minister, wiahcd July to letEngland exliaust herself by a long civil war. American shipswere received m Spanish harbors, and every remonstrance wasmet by the plea that, as they hoisted British colors, their real

Crtm "1
not be known. Privateers fitted out at Salem.

aJctesrv "?"''^"'' ''''''''' ''' *''° ^^^'^ ^'f Lisbonand Cape St. Vincent, or ventured into the Bay of Biscay, sureof not being harmed when they ran into Corunna or Bi bao;but Grimaldi adhered to the principle that nothing could bemore alannmg to Spain than American independent;.
The new attitude of the United States as a nation changed

rights of Americans as fellow-subjects were not as yet friendsto their separate existence
; and all parties were summoned asEnglishmen to unanimity. The virtue of patriotism ismor"

attractive than that of justice; and the minority opposed tothe government, dwindling almost to nothing, was now to have

of the law, the more considerable part of the landed and mercantile interests, and the political weight of the churdi The

read in all the churches, charged the « rebel " con ^.ress with

- -1 n.tura. nguis, claimed without the slightest evidence
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for their existence, and supported by vagne and declamatory
generalities."

" Can Britain fail ? " asked the poet-laureate of England,
in his birthday ode. " Every man," said the wise political

economist Tucker, " is thoroughly convinced that the colonies
will and must become independent some time or other ; I en-
tirely agree with Franklin and Adams, to make the separation
there is no time like tl present." David Hume from his
death-bed advised his coui-t./ to give up the war with Ameri-
ca, in which defeat would destroy its credit, and success its

liberties. " A tough business, indeed," said Gibbon ;
" they

have passed the Rubicon, and rendered a treaty infinitely more
difficult ; the thinking friends of government are by no means
sanguine." Lord North had declared his intention to resign
if his conciliatory proposition should fail. Lord George Ger-
main was imbittered against the admiralty for having delayed
the embarkations of troops, and against Carleton for his lenity

and slowness. " I have my own opinions in respect to the dis-

putes in America," said Barrington, the British secretary at

war, imploringly to the king ;
" I am summoned to meetings,

where I sometimes think it my duty to declare them openly
before twenty or thirty persons ; and the next day I am forced
either to vote contrary to them, or to rote with an opposition
which I abhor." Yet, when the king chose that he should
remain secretary at war and member of the house of commons,
he added :

" I shall continue to serve your majesty in both
capacities." Tlie prospect of the interference of France ex-

cited in George III. such restless anxiety, that he had an inter-

view with every Englishman of distinction who returned from
Paris or Versailles ; and he was impatient to hear from Ameri-
ca that General Howe had struck decisive blows.

The conquest of the United States presented appalling dif-

ficulties. The task was no less than to recover by force of
arms the region which lies between Nova Scotia and Florida;
the first campaign had ended in the expulsion of the British

from New England ; the second had already been marked by
a repulse from South Carolina. The old system of tactics

was out of place ; nor could the capacity of the Americans
for resistance be determined by any known rule of war • the
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depth of their passions had not been fathomed: they will
long shun an open battle-ground ; every thicket will be an
amhuscade of partisans; every stone wall a hiding-place for
sharpshooters; every swamp a fortress; the boundless woods
an impracticable barrier; the farmer's house a garrison A
country over M'hich they may march in victoiy wil rise up in
their rear. Nothing is harder than to beat down a people who
are resolved never to yield ; and the Enghsh were unfit for
the task, for in abridging the liberties of their colonies they
were at war with their own.
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CHAPTER II.

THE RETREAT FROM LONG ISLAin).

iilK

AcGusT 1776.

The works for the defence of New York Island, including

the fortifications in Brooklyn, had been planned by Lee in

concert with a New York committee and a committee from
congress. Jay thought it proper to lay Long Island waste,

burn New York, and retire to the Highlands ; but, as it was
the maxim of congress not to give up a foot of territory,

Washington promised " his utmost exertions under every dis-

advantage;" "the appeal," he said, "may not tei-minate so

happily as I could wish, yet any advantage the enemy may
gain I trust will cost them dear." To protect New York city

he was compelled to hold King's Bridge, Governor's Island,

Paulus Hook, and the heights of Brooklyn. For all these

posts, divided by water, and some of them iifteen miles apart,

he had in the first week of August but ten thousand five hun-
dred and fourteen men fit for duty. Of these, many were
often obliged to sleep without cover, exposed to the dews.
There was a want of good physicians, medicines, and hospi-

tals
; more than three thousand lay sick, and their number was

increasing.

Of the effective men, less than six thousand had had any
experience, and none had seen more than one year's service.

Some were wholly without arms ; not one regiment of infan-

try was properly equipped. The regiment of artillery, five

hundred and eighty-eight in number, including officers, had
no skilled gunners or engineers. Knox, its colonel, had been
a Boston bookseller. Most of the cannon in the field-works

yours
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were of iron, old and honeycombed. The constant arrival and
departure of militia made good discipline impossible The
government of New Jersey called out one half of its militia
to be reUeved at the end of one month by the other half- but
the call was little heeded. " We shall never do weU until we
get a regular army

; and this will never be until men are en-
listed for a longer duration; and that will never be until we
are more generous in our encouragement. Time alone will
persuade us to this measure ; and in the meanwhile we shall
very mdiscreetly waste a much greater expense than would be
necessary for this purpose, in temporary calls upon the militia
besides risking the loss of many lives and much reputation »
So wrote John Adams, the head of the board of war. He
rejected the thought of retiring from Long Island, inclined
to judge an army capable of victory when orders for the sup-
ply of men and their equipment had gone forth, and never
duly estimated the force at command. While he cultivated
conhdential relations with Gates, he never extended cordial
frankness to Washington, never comprehended his superio
capacity for war, nor fairly weighed the difficulties before him
Moreover, congress was assuming the conduct of the campaign!lo Gates it intrusted a power of filling up vacancies n hisarmy, but refused it to the commander-iLhlf. The g net
officers, whose advice Washington was instructed to aslfknew

LesTtf.^
'' '" "''^''' ^'"^^^ ''^^'^y-' ^^^d the timid

ones, ^,th their eyes on congress, put on the cheap mask ofcourage by spirited votes.
^

" 1^.0Jt?^ "^
"^"^f'

'^"^°^^"" ^^^^« ^'^^ Connecticut

:

imowing our cause righteous, I do not greatly dread whatour numerous enemies can do against us." wLiington an

u most exertion would be tempting Providence ; " and he^
lett t' 7 1^

"'^'°"^ ^' ^^^ ^-^- O- receiving th"
letter, Trumbull convened his council of safety. Five re^iments from the counties of Connecticut nearest New York h!dabeady been sent forward; he called out nine regiments moreand to those not enrolled in any train-band he said-To'nyourselves to one of the companies now ordered to New Yor"or form yourselves into distinct companies, and choose captdns

J
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forthwith March on: this shall bo your warnnt; nmy thel-od of the armies of Israel bo your leader " At tl „J T
the farme..-tho„gh their harvest wa^^huU,aIf Ithe 27meadows half cut, their ehance of return in eZtTo^ tWgrain before winter unecrtain-rose in ^.-JTVl"
regiments each of th.o hnndred^Ld^ftr™ ra'nl ^f"equii)ped, marched to New York in«f ;« l- 1

'

^vanee of the British. T^eS wet '^t^aX:^^
eTtentoLtZ;*^""™^'-'"''''^'"'''^''—^^
_

In New York the country people turned out with sumris.ing a acrity, leaving theirg™„ to perish forwant of thesX
^rt'^re:»i^"Mlr;:;an?^:r« f'

'''"^
.giment from Delawa., an^d'^voSirns^CVvnnia riflemen, raised the number of men (it for duh. underWashington's command to about seventeen thoutnd bu[

Zl:iT ^'''' '"''' ''"^ ™«° ^^-' "'--0 0' -
the tdi^irgifCcr^^fatn'tr *^

""-r"^
"'

P.,t„» 1 T.r-a,-
";'=""'<'> and, on the recommendation ofPutnam and Mifflm, a fort was built on the height now knownas Fort Washington, two miles and a half below King's BridTeOf the battenes by which New York was protected tfemos important was the old Fort George on th^s^^th po ntof the island; a boi-rier crossed Broadway near the BowWGreen

;
a redoubt was planted near the rLr, west ofSchurch

;
another, that took the name of Bunker lliirnerthosite of the present Centre Market. Earthworks wer^ tZwnnp here and there along the East and Hudson rve« tZnthe settled parts of the town, and at the northern end of the

melt™ ."^ r"'~''"^ ^""S"^ ^"''g^! b"' manyIter

r^lmt/Tp''
^""'''1' ^'^ '"""'"g' ^™^^ defences Theregiment of Prescott, who commanded in the battle of Bunker

The American lines in Brooklyn, includina aneles and

»-fofa°^L'
-"<=" mounted twen^- large andfrndf^Cran for a mile and a half from Wallabout bay to the mareh of
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Gowanus cove
;

they were defended by ditches and felled
trees

;
the counterscarp and parapet were fraisod with sharp-

ened stakes. A fortress of seven guns crowned Brooklyn
Heights. The entrance into the East river was guarded bv a
battery of five guns at Red Hook. Six incomplete continen-
tal regiments, with two of Long Island militia, constituted all
the force with which Greene occupied this great extent of
works.

British reinforcements arrived with Clinton and Com
walhs on the first of August, and eleven days later more than
wenty-hve hundred British troops from England, and more
than eighty-six hundred Hessians. Sir Peter Parker brought
Campbell and Dunmore, who, with Tryon and Martin, hoped
from victory their restoration to their governments. On the
hfteenth the Hessians, who were in excellent health after their
long voyage, landed on Staten Island. Before a conflict, LordHowe once more proposed the often rejected plan; and Wash-
ington, on the twentieth, announced to the army « that no offer
of peace had been made, and that every man should prepare
his mind and his arms for action." To congress he on the

ven the landing of the British on Long Island, saying: "We
shall harass them as much as possible, which will be all that

fever. The loss of his service was irreparable, for the M^rks

arwS: '^' '"^
'?;i^

'^^^^^ ^^^ ^'^' -^ ^« -: 1:^1

About nine on the morning of the twenty-second the men-of-war moved near the shore in Gravesend bay, to protecUhelanding o more than fifteen thousand men from StaL llndThe English and the Highlanders, with the artillery consLt*ingof forty eannon, were the fi.t to disembark
; last cameX"

mg, with their muskets in hand, in order of battle.

«fr.f!.^'
fetish army spread itself out upon the plain whichtretches from Gravesend bay toward the east; the camp™

lov2 anJ T" '' ''^ -^hborhood, wearing badges o"loyalty and seelang protection, while the patriot, took to
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flight, driving cattlo bcforo them and burning all kinds of
forage. Comwallis with the reserve, two battalions of infant-
Ty and the corps of Gennuns, advanced to Flatbush ; Hand's
Pennsylvania riflemen retired before him, burning stacks of
wheat and hay on their march ; the British artillery drove the
Americans from their slight barrier within the viUao-e to the
wooded heights beyond.

°

^

In the following days, during whicli Washington divided
his time between Brooklyn and Now York, the advanced par-
ties of the two armies encountered each othor, and tho Ameri-
can riflemen proved their superiority as skirinisliers.

On the twenty-fourth, Israel Putnam, in right of his rank
aa second to Washington, took the command on Long Island
but with explicit instructions to guard the passes through the
woods; while the New York congress sent independent orders
to VVoodhull, a provincial brigadier, to drive off the horees
horned cattle, and sheep, and destroy the forage which would
otherwise have fallen to the enemy.

On the twenty-lifth, two more brigades of Hessians with
Heister came over to Flatbush, increasing the force of Howe
on Long Island to "upward of twenty thousand" rank and
hie

; _

supported by more than four hundred ships and trans-
ports in the bay

;
by ten ships of the line and twenty fricrates

beside bomb-ketches, galiots, and other small vessels. The
Americans on the island, after repeated reinforcements, were
no more than eight thousand men,t most of whom were volun-

* Correct Howe's Narrative, p. 45, where ho said he had upon Long Islandbetween fifteen thousand and sixteen thousand rank and file, and that hL wholeforce consisted of twenty thousand one hundred and twenty-one (20,121) rank and
file, of wh.eh sixteen hundred and seventy-seven (1,077) were sick. On August
twenty-seventh, 1776, his rank and file aniounted to twenty-four thousand twohundred and forty-seven (24,247), apart from the royalist force under B.i'adler

This ,s confirmed by S.r George Collier's report in Naval Chronicle, xxxil., 271
t This statement of the American force is made after an examination of allthe returns wh.ch I could find. The rodomontade of Howe, Almon's Debates xi

849, IS repeated by Stedman,!., 194. In 1779 Lord Cornwallis, answcrin'^ beforethe British house of commons as a witness, says : "It was reported they (theAmericans) had su or eight thousand men on Long Island," Almon's Debates,X ..., 9. General Robertson estimates them at seven thousand, Almon, xiii., 314Montresor at eight to ten thousand, Almon, xiii., 54. Of these Cornwallis is themost trustworthy witness.
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teers or militia, with not a platoon of cavalry. The armies
were kept apait by the ridge which runs through Long Island
to the south-west, and, at the distance of two miles from the
American Unes, throwa out to the north and south a series
of hills, as so many buttresses against the bay. Over these
densely wooded heights, which were steep and broken, three
obvious routes led from the British encampments to Brooklyn-
the one which followed a lane through a gorge south of the
present Greenwood cemetery to a coast-road from the bay to
Brooklyn ferry was guarded by Pennsylvanian musketeers and
riflemen under Atlee andKichline; across the direct road to
Brooklyn the regiments of Henshaw of Massachusetts and
Johnston of New Jersey lay encamped, at the summit of the
ridge on Prospect Hill overlooking Flatbush ; while the "clove"
road, which diverged from the second, and a little farther to
the east d.sconded into the village of Bedford, was guarded
chiefly by Connecticut levies and infantry from Pennsylvania.
The mimber.of the Americans stationed on the coa.t-road and

five" hundr^i?'
'' '' ^^'''' ^'''^' """^'"'^'^ '^'' ^^°^' *^^^*^-

On the twenty-sixth, Washington remained on Long Island
till the evening Putnam and Sullivan visited the party thatkept guard farthest to the left, and the movements of the ene-my disclosed their intention to get into the rear of the Amen-
cans by the Jamaica road ; but that road was neglected.

The plan of attock by General Howe was as elaborate as
It he had had to encounter an equal army. A squadron of five
ships under Sir Peter Parker was to menace New York and
ac against the right flank of the American defences

; Grant

TnnL7v "^^^''', ' ''^™''^* "^ Highlanders, and two com!pan esof ISew York provincials, was to advance upon the coast-road toward Gowanus
; the three German brigades and yagers,

stationed hal a mile in front of Flatbush, in a line of nearly Imile in Icnn^h, were to force the direct road to Brooklyn, while
at the evening gun Howe and much the larger part of theamiy, under Clinton, Cornwallis, and Percy,'with eighteen

W'S r^ *'"i
'''''' ^"' equipage'behind, moved

llZ/f^l fT *^" "^""*^^ *^^'^"g^ the New Lots, toturn the left of the American outposts.
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state, who eighteen days before had been raL/X!^ ^l u
to the rank of brigadier. Putnam's r^h Trder dCted S«!fng to stop the app:«ach of a detachment"St ,1™

inclining to L right; :^rZ"':o.^:CZ^^'^l
tz reZgt-breidtofT'

"'-^'^ '/"'' °^

«

and a causeway that served n« i A-^ t
^" "/ • oiwge

mills • on his left !,„ 11 ^'"' ""^ °^ *™ tMe-

had to encoun o Gr „^
">» r^^cting support

; in front he

fo« to Z !l!, 1
.''7'™"' '"'^'^ ontnumbered him

theTetTfioM w"' It;:; "^ '"'- ""^-^^ "^

.reet in Brooklyn, h7?oimr^^^^^^^^^^^

lie had to oppose ao-ainqf tor, ™ i ^

p^^^^s, an tJaat

po^tofg-tsti— rer^^^^^^^^
tre

;
Parsons commanded the left

^ asliington no notice of the danger sent SHrlt' ^f
to retreat • hn+ C!„it .

"•i"feer, sent btirhng no order
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The sun rose with an angry red glare, foreboding a chance
of weather; the first object seen from JSTew York was the
squadron of Sir Peter Parker attempting to sail up the bay as
if to attack the town; but, the wind veering to the northward
it came to anchor at the change of tide, and the Roebuck
was the only ship that fetched high enough to exchan<re shot
with the battery at Red Hook. Relieved from apprehension
of an attack on the city, Wpshington repaired to Long Island •

but he rode througli the lines only in time to witness disasters'
which were become inevitable.

The van of the British army under Clinton, guided bv
tory farmers of the neighborhood, having captured a patrol of
American officers in the night, gained the heights on the first
appearance of day. The force with Howe, after passing them
without obstruction, and halting to give the soldiers time for
refreshment, renewed its march. At half-past eight, or a little
later. It reached Bedford, in the rear of the American left and
the signal was given for a general attack. At this moment
about four thousand Americans were on the wooded passes in
advance of the Brooklyn lines. They were attacked by the
largest British army which appeared in the field during the
jar. Could the American parties have acted togethe^ the
disproportion would yet have been more than five t?one -but
as they were routed in a succession of sldrmishes, the dispro-'
portion was too great to be calculated. The regiments on the

turned their flank
;
they were the first to fly, and they reached

of w"? }n^^
"'* "^^^^'^* ^"^^^"^ 1-^-- The "Regiment

of Ward of Connecticut, which made its way seasonably by themm.pond, burned the bridge as it passed, unmindfuf of hecomrades whom they left behind.
When the cannonading from the main army and the bri-^des under Grant was heard, the Hessians Ired up thendge, the yagers under Donop and some volunteers going inadvance as flanking parties and clearing the way with theirsmd cannon; the battalions followed, .fith a wiily exteni

At fi^^'st "' r^' ^"i
'''' ^''^^ ^^^"^ '"^'y the bayonet.At fii^t, Sullivan's party fired with nervous rapidity, and toohigh, do.ng httle injury; then, becoming aware of the dan'
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ger on their flank and rear, they turned to retreat. Tho lies-
sians toolc possession of tlieir deserted redoubt, its three brass
8ix-poundors, one howitzer, and two baggage-wagons, and
chased tlie fugitives relentlessly through tho thickets Tho
Americans, stopped on their way by British regiments, were
thrown back upon the Jlessians. For a long tune the forest
rung witli tho cries of the pursuers and the pursued, the noise
of musketry and artillery, the notes of command given by
trumpets and hautboys; the ground was strewn with tho
wounded and the dead. The Jersey militia fought well, tiU
Johnston, their colonel, was shot in the breast, after showing
the most determined courage. Sullivan, seeing himself sur-
rounded, desired his men to shift for themselves. Somo of
them, fighting with desperate valor, cleaved a passage through
the British to the American lines ; others, breaking into small
parties hid themselves in the woods, from which they escaped
to tho hues, or were picked up as prisonera. Sullivan was
tounc by three Ilossian grenadiers, hiding in a field of maize

ihe contest was over at tho east and at tho centre. Kear
the bay Stiriing still maintained his position. Lord Howe
having learned that Grant's division, which halted at the edge
of the woods, was in want of ammunition, went himself with
a supply from his ship, sending his boat's crew with it on
their backs up the hill, while further supplies followed from
the store-sliips. Early in tho day Parry, lieutenant-colonel
under Atloe, was shot in the head as he was encouraging his
men. Parsons left his men, concealed himself in a swamp
and came into camp the next morning by way of the East
river. Ilis party were nearly all taken prisoners ; among them
Jewett of Lyme, captain of volunteers, who after his surrender
was run through the body by the officer to whom he gave up
his sword. ^

None remained in tlie field but Stiriing, with the regiment
of Maryland and that of Delaware. For nearly four hours
they stood in their ranks with colors flying, when, perceiving
the main body of the British army rapidly coming behind him,
he gave them the word to retreat. They withdrew in perfect
order; twenty marines were brought off as prisoners. The
only avenue of escape was by wading through Gowanus creek;
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and this passago was almost cut off by troops under Com.
walliH. Stirling must hold Comwallis in check, or his party is
lost

;
ho ordered the Delaware regiment and one half of that

of Maryland to make the best of their way across the marsh
and creek, while ho confronted the advancing British with
only five companies of Marylanders. The yom,g soldiers flew
at the enemy with "unparalleled bravery, in view of all the
American generals and troops within the lines, who alternately
praised and P'tiod them." Washington wrung his hands L
he exclaimed: "My God I what brave men must I this day
ose I When forced to give way, they rallied and renewed
tae onset. In this manner ten minutes were gained, so that
tlie men of Delaware with their prisoners, and half the Mary-
land regiment passed the creek. The devoted men who had
saved them were beaten back by masses of troops, and cut to
pieces or taken

;
only nine of them succeeded in crossing the

creek. Stirling gave up his sword to Ileister
During the engagement a British columk drew near theAmerican linos

;
could they have been carried, all the Ameri-

can troops on Long Island must have surrendered; but theworks were protected by an abattis, and their defenders were
strengthened by three regiments, just arrived from New YorkWashington was present to direct and to encourage. The at'tempt to storm the redoubt, without artillery or fti^cines oraxes or scahng-ladders, might have been repiflsed with losse
greater than at Bunker Hill

; and Howe ordered the columnto withdraw from the reach of musketry
Of the British, at the least five oflicersand fifty-six otherswere killed, twelve officers and two hundred ancf forty fiv^

others wounded, one officer and twenty marines taken pr^oners. Much more than one half of this loss fell upon^thttroops M^ho successively encountered Stiriing. Of the Ile^sians two privates were killed; three officers Ind twentyiret
privates were wounded. The loss of the AmericaSud'

thousand, of whom three fourths were prisoners
Ihe extent of the disasters of the day was due to th^ in

capacity of Israel Putnam, who suffered' himself to be s

"
prised; and, havinir sent Stirling c^d "^h- Vrv.r-
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can army" into the most dangerous position into which brave
men could have been thrown, neglected to countermand his
orders. The Hessians, who received the surrender of Sulli-
van, Stirling, and more than half the captives, made no boast
of havmg routed disconnected groups of ill-armed militia.
A bleak north-easterly wind sprung up at evening. The

British army, whose tents had not yet been brought up, sleptm front of the lines at Brooklyn, wrapped in blankets and
warned by fires. Of the patriot army many passed the night
without shelter. Their dead lay unburied in the forest; the
severely wounded languished where they fell. The captives
were huddled together in crowded rooms or prison-ships, cut
off from good air and wholesome food, and suffered to waste
away and die.

The next morning was chill and lowering. Unable to rely
on either of his major-generals, Washington, at the break' of
day, renewed the inspection of the American works, which
from their great extent left many points exposed. The British
encampments appeared large enough for twenty thousand men;
wherever he passed, he encouraged the soldiers to engage in
continual sldrmishes. During the morning Mifflin brought
over from New York a reinforcement of nearly one thousand
men, composed of Glover's regiment of Massachusetts fisher-
men and the Pennsylvania regiments of Shee and Magaw,
which were "the best disciplined of any in the army." Their
arrival was greeted with cheers. In the afternoon rain fell
heavily; the lines were at some places so low that men em-
ployed in the trenches stood in water; provisions could not be
regularly served, and whole regiments had nothing to eat but
raw pork and bread

; but their commander-in-chief was among
them, exposing himself more than any one to the storm, and
the sight of their general, enduring hardships equally with
themselves, reconciled them to their sufferings. For eight-and-
forty hours he gave no moment to sleep, and for nearly all that
tim^ by night and by day, was on horseback in the lines.

The British commander-in-chief, General Sir William
Howe by illegitimate descent an uncle to the king, was of a
veiy different cast of mind. Six feet tall, of an uncommonly
dai-k complexion, a coarse frame, and a sluggish mould, he
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succumbed unresistingly to his sensual nature. He was n^f
mucli in earnest against the Americans, partly becauseZwas persuaded that they could not be r^uc^T^^^^^!
partly because he proW to be a liben^l in politics; paS

U

because he never Inndled with zeal for anything. Hetadhad mihtary experience, and had read books on war- butbemg destitute of swiftness of thought and will, he wasformed to carry on war by rule. On the field of battle hesometimes showed talent as an executive officer; but exccutin moments of h gh excitement, he was lethar^c, CZ
a ertness and sagacity. He hated business ; and hfeimpSatbemg forced to attend to it made him difficult of acc^sand gamed him the reputation of being haughty and morese'Indolence wa. Lis bane: not wilfully merdlei, he ^Z^ted lis prisoners to suffer from atrocious cnielt;; not mean-mg that his troops should be robbed, he left ^ulato",^.
controled, and the army and the hospitals were wronged bvcontractoi. His notions of honor in money mattei. wfre no^nice

;
but he wa. not so much r.,pacious as in^tiable. HeTdulged freely m pleasure, and loved to shake off sluggiln^by he ha^irds of the faro-table. Hi, officers were exSdlbe insensible to danger like himself; in their quaZle w^willing they should openly lead profligate lives ; and his exaTpie led many of the young to ruin themselves b^ gamfng

purpoi "tl 1,°'
"«•'* ^"""S*""' ^^o ^- fl«-i\ thepurpose 'to avoid a general action," kept watch over theBntish anny and his own. In Philadelphi^ rumorquXpWhis force; congress expected him to stay the enemy Zho

Thurs^ ' "^ ''.'t?
'°™ ^' ^'^'^'^ ">ut the mTrntThursday showed him that the British had broken eromdwithm six hundred yards of the height now kno™ aT^rtGreene and that they intended to force his linesTy re^Lapproaches, which the nature of the ground and his J^ ofheavy cannon extremely favored ; all Long Island w,^ ITtLirhands, except only the neck on which he was intre^hed anda part of his camp would soon be exposed to the^^m Wsmen were falling sick from hari service, exposuL^^'badfood

;
on a change of wind, he might be encMTbvl. ™trance of tho T!r^^•^ "sot •-» - *i, ^ .

''™'™™ "y *he en
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safe to delay a retreat, of which the success would depend on
preparing for it witli impenetrable secrecy.

Through Mifflin, in whom he confided more than in any
general on the island and who agreed with him in opinion,
he despatched, at an early hour, a written command to Heath'
at King's Bridge, "to order every flat-bottomed boat and other
craft at his post, fit for transporting troops, down to Kew York
as soon as possible, without the least delay."* In like manner,
before noon, he sent Trumbull, the commissary-general, to
New York, with orders for Hugh Hughes, the assistant quar-
termaater-general, "to impress every kind of water-craft, on
either side of New York, that could be kept afloat, and had
either oars or sails, or could be furnished with them, and to
have them all in the East river by dark."f

These orders were issued bo secretly that not even his
general officers loiew his purpose. All day long he continued
abroad in the wind and rain, visiting the stations of his men as
before. Not till "late in the day "+ did he meet his council
of war at the ho^se of Philip Livingston on BrooHyn Heights.
The abrupt proposal to retreat startled John Morin Scott
who, against his better judgment, impulsively objected to
"givmg the enemy a single inch of ground." But unanswer-
able reasons were urged in favor of Washington's design: the
Americans were invested by an army of much more than
double their number from water to water; Macdougall, whose
nautical experience gave weight to his words, declared "that
they were liable every moment, on the change of wind, to have
the communication between them and the city cut off by the
British frigates;" their supplies were scant; the rain, which
had fallen for two days and nights with little intermission, had
injured their arms and spoiled a great part of their ammuni-
tion

;
the soldiery, of wh--i many were without cover at night

were worn out by incessant duties and watching. The resolu-
tion to retreat was therefore unanimous.

To conceal the design to the very last, the regiments after
dark were ordered to prepare for attacking the enemy in the

^Zl^ltl"
^^?"°!",b/,>^''"««lf. «'^- J^or the order, see Force, American Ar-

chives F.fth «enes. ... 1211. | Memorial of Hugh Hughes, 32, etc.
f John Monn Scott to J. Jay, 6 September 1776. MS.
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night; several of the soldiers published to their coramdes theirUDwntten wills
;
but the true purpose was sooa surmised. Ateight o clock Maedougall was at Brooklyn ferry, charged tosupenntcnd the embarkation; and Glover of MassaehLtts

with h.s regiment of Essex county fishermen, the best mariner^m the world, manned the sailing-vessels and flat-boats The
rawest troops were the first to bo embarked ; Mifflin, with the
Pennsylvania regiments of Hand, Magaw, and Shee, the menof Delaware, and the remnant of the Marylandera, claimed thehonor of being the last to leave the lines. About nine the ebbof the tide was accompanied by a heavy rain and the continued
adverse «nd, so that for three houK the sail-boats could do
little; but at eleven the north-east wind, which had raged for
three days, ied away; the water became so smooth that therow-boats could be laden nearly to the gunwales ; and a breezeepnmg up from the south and south-wfst, swelling the can™from he right quarter. It was the night of the^full mooTthe British were so nigh that they were heard with theirSam and shovels

;
yet neither Agnew, their general officer forthe mght, nor any one of them, took notice o1 the murmur inthe camp, or the pla.h of oars on the river, or the Hpple underthe s.^boats. All night long Washuigton was ridi^fZl

uLTLZT"' «^l,T=^"'y
"f --y "ovemenl Soi^e

So f Z I "^ ^"^^ ™™"S Mifflin, through a mia-take of orders, began to march the covering pait to tCfer^; Washington discovered and eountennlded Ihe pt^mature movement. The order to resume their t>^^\Z,b-ymg tes of young soldieiB; the regiments whee fd Toutwith precision, and recovered their foLcr station before theenemy perceived that it had been rehnquished. As dav »proached, a tlnck fog rolled in from the sea. shmuded ZBntish camp, hid all Brooklyn, and hang over the Easfriverwithou enveloping New York. When fveiy othertS
ll:^m!Z *"' Tr"""' P'^^ -^^ down ?o the« a b^afT "'^^'"^"^- ^' '"'" 0* "J"' ^a^hiiigton

™d the New yI*72 "t^ '^'^ ''' '"" ™"P^-
the alarm thltl i

^' ^™'"' ^^'"^i^^' liad givenme alarm that the Americans were in full retreat: hut,„„e
psea before he and a corporal, with six m™," cZ!
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bered into the works, only to find them evacuated. The whole
American army who were on Long Island, with their provi-
Bions, military stores, field-artillery, and ordnance, except a few
worthless iron cannon, landed safely in New York.

"Considering the difiiculties," wrote Greene, "the retreat
from Long Ljland was the best effected retreat I ever read or
heard of." *

* Correct the thoroughly perverse account of the retreat from Long Island by
the biographer of Joseph Reed. Reod'a Reed, i., 221 to 22C. The main author.
ity of the biographer for his statement is a paper purporting to bo a letter from
en old man of eighty-four, just three days before his death, when ho was too ill to
write a letter or to sign his name, or even to make his mark, and yet, as is pro-
tended, able to detail the substance of conversations held by the moribund fifty,

six years before, with Colonel Grayson of Virginia, ten or eleven years after the
retreat from Long Island, to which the conversations referred. His story turns
on a change of wind, which he represents as having taken place before the coun-
cil of war was called ; now no such change of wind took place before the council
of war met, as appears from their unanimous testimony at the time. (Proceed-
ings of a council of war held August 29, 1776, at head-quarters in Brooklyn,
printed by Onderdonk, 161, and in Torce's Archives, fifth series, i., 1246.)

The lifting of the fog on the twenty-nmth, and consequent sight of the British
fleet, forms the pivot of the biographer's attribution of special merit to Colonel
Heed. But the accounts of contemporaries all agree that the fog did not rise till

the morning of the thirtieth. Boston Independent Chronicle of September 19,

1776: "At sunrise "on the thirtieth. Benjamin Tallmadge's Memoirs, 10, 11:
" As the dawn of the day approached, a very dense fog began to rise." Gordon's
History, ii., 314, English edition of 1788 :

" A thick fog about two o'clock in the
morning." Gordon wrote from the letters of Glover, and the information of oth-
ers who were present. Note to the Thanksgiving sermon of Dr. John Rogers of
New York, delivered in New York, December 11, 1783, and printed in 1784:
" Not long after day broke, a heavy fog rose." Graydon mentions the fog as of
the morning of the thirtieth. Compare Henry Onderdonk's Revolutionary Inci-

dents in Suffolk and King's Counties, 168, 162.

The biographer of Reed seems not to have borne in mind the wonderful power
of secrecy of Washington, in which he excelled even Franklin. That Washing,
ton was aware of his position appears from his allowing himself no sleep for
eight-and-forty hours (Sparks, iv., 70), and from his account that his own deliberate
policy was " to avoid a general action." It is of the more importance to set this

matter right, as Washington Irving was misled by the error of Reed. For a con-
cise notice of the retreat, written by Joseph Reed, 80 August 1776, see Sedgwick's
Life of William Livingston, 203.

i fa
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CHAPTER III.

the pkogeess op the howes.

August 30-Septembeb 1776.

formed to fortitude and endeared to after ages by famaiaritv«thso..o™ lord Howe ^oeived SuUivaS onC of^hlEagle wth hospitable eourtesy, approved his immediate e'!ehange for General Treseott who was at Philadelphia ^dthen spoke so strongly of his own difflenlty in reco^sW
eongress as a legal body, and yet of his ample powertTlZ
a way for the redress of grievances, that thfAmerie^tS
volunteered to visit Philadelphia as a go-between AWhours after the troops passed over from Long Isbnd he fo7lowed on parole, taking no minute of the ollfr whTch he wt
ton:"' S"!"'^

"" "' ""''""«°" "' desuito.;i;^tions. The American commander-in-chief disapproved hismission, but deemed it not right to pi^hibit CZZt authority an appeal to the civil power 7 mmary au-

Of I^'^ri'?
'"*'"^''' *« S^'O" fr"™ Governor's IslandOf the inhabitants of Long Island, some from choice so.™ toescape the prison-ship ^d ruin, took the engagemr'o?XT

n Litfof
3'"' *'' ^"*'^'' ^'"^ ^'''^y ann°uld i:necessity of another campaign. In his report of the events on

or L':':Les'treTf/ *;
'"""' ''™"« encounter dt:or three times, the killed and wounded eight or ten times a„denlarged the number of his prisonere iL „L i T '

what diminished.
P^'^"'^- -His own loss he some-

V^^^rJ^'*,TF^^^^^ eating impossibilitie.w,vh.ngt„. ,„,umaea Uiem that the public safety reqmred enl
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listments for the war ; the defeat on Long Island had impaired
the confidence of the troops in their officers and in one an-
other

;
the militia, dismayed, intractable, and impatient, went

off by half-companies, by companies, and almost by whole
regiments at a time. The necessity for abandoning the city
of New York was so imminent, that the question whether its

houses should be left to stand as winter-quarters for the enemy
would "admit of but little time for deliberation." Rufus Put-
nam, the able engineer, reported that the enemy, from their
command of the water, could land at any point between the
bay and Throg's Neck ; Greene advised a general retreat, and
that the city and its suburbs should be burnt.

"When, on the second of September, Sullivan was intro-

duced to the congress, John Adams broke out to the member
who sat next him

:
" Oh, the decoy-duck 1 would that the first

bullet from the enemy in the defeat on Long Island had passed
through his brain !

» In delivering his message, Sullivan af-

firmed that Lord Howe said " he was ever against taxing us

;

that America could not be conquered ; that he would set aside
the acts of parliament for taxing the colonies and changing the
charter of Massachusetts." Congress directed Sullivan to re-
duce his communication to writing. lie did so, and presented
it the next morning. Its purport was "that, though Lord
Howe could not at present treat with congress as such, he was
very desirous as a private gentleman to meet some of its mem-
bers as private gentlemen ; that he, in conjunction with Gen-
eral Howe, had full powers to compromise the dispute between
Great Britain and America ; that he wished a compact might
be settled at this time; that in case, upon conference, they
should find any probable ground of an accommodation, the au-
thority of congress must be afterwaxd acknowledged."

Congress having received this paper, which proposed their
own abdication and the abandonment of independence and of
nnion, proceeded to the business of the day. In committee of
the whole, they took into consideration the unreserved confes-
sion of Washington, that he had not a force adequate to the
defence of New York, and they decided that "it should in no
event be damaged, for they had no doubt of being able to re-
cover it, even though the enemy should obtain possession of
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it for a timo^' They ordered for its defence three more bat-tohons from Virginia, two from North Carolina, and ZfrTmRhode Island
;
and they invited the assemblies a^d eonTntbn"

evep'state north of Virginia to forward all possibe id

plie^erTl " °" ^''"'"""™ enforcements ilreased lllo

Lor? n!!"
*''"^^"'"^ 'if*. """g-^^B debated the message ofLord Howe. Withersiwon, with a very ereat maioritv Tti

members, looked upon it as an insult. ^' wTlve lo" ?battband a small island," said Rush, " but we have ot lo statewhy then should we bo discouraged? Or why should wlbediscouraged even if wo had Iost°a state? If aXlerTb'one state left, still that one should peril all for independence "
George Ross sustained his eolleaeuo "Th^ nn„i-. •

whom it wUl" wrote JohnAdZr-it «1 rifJmT"and, hke Rush and Withe..p«on, he spoke vehemently a^n'st^.e proix,sed conference. On the other hand, EdwL Rut-kdge favored .t, as a means of proc^tinatioL
; and at teN w Ilampsluje, Connecticut, and even Virginia gave wTy

todehLlrT°'7Tf"^
'"^ "^"P"" ^""i™ was^ireelJto dehyer to Lord Howe a written "resolve, that the congressbemg the representatives of the free and ndependent2of Amenea, could not send their members to confer

."
1, hmin the.r private characters; but, ever desirous of peje on r^"sonable terms, they would send a committee of therbody to

ooJ^h' , ^T '"' P"-»P°^«»B-" On the sixth thecommittee was elected by ballot, and the choice fell on Frank!hn, John Adams, and Edward Rutledge. For the futur^ itwas ordered that no proposals for peace between Great BrMnand tl. United States should be received unless thev sho.Sbe made in writing, ,md should recognise the autl,orit> of the
States in congress. -^

Washington, seeing that it was impossible to hold NewYork, on the seventh convened his general officers, in the hope

tJzzrTr; ^'^ '^' ™ p^^"' y^' ^^--' -^o

tr.n! .?
'"^'^' ™'' ^^ "^*^"^^^^ ^«h to maintainhe post

;
others interpreted the vote of congress as an iniunc-

11 wa„ .0 be dex^ndud at ail hazards ; and, as one third

.
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of the army had no tents, and one fourth were siclc, many
clung to the city for shelter. The majority, therefore, decided
to hold it ynth. live thousand men, and to distribute the rest
of the army between King's Bridge and Harlem Heights.
The power to overrule the majority of his general officers had
not been explicitly conferred on Washington. While, there-
fore, he removed such stores as were not immediately naeded,
and began to transfer the sick to the inland towns of New
Jersey, he thus reasoned with congress

:

" To be prepared at each point of attack has occasioned an
expense of labor which now seems useless, and is regretted by
those who form a judgment from after-knowledge ; but men
of discernment will see that by such works and preparations
we have delayed the operations of the campaign till it is too
late to effect any capital incursion into the country. Every
measure is to be formed with some apprehension that all our
troops will not do their duty. On our side the war should
be defensive; it has even been called a war of posts; we
should on all occasions avoid a general action, and never be
drawn into a necessity to put anything to risk. Persuaded
that it would be presumptuous to draw out our young troops
into open ground against their superiors both in number and
discipline, I have never spared the spade and pickaxe. I have
not found that readiness to defend even strong posts at all

hazards which is necessary to derive the greatest benefit from
them. We are now in a post acknowledged by every man of
judgment to be untenable. A retreating army is encircled
with difficulties

; declining an engagement subjects a general
to reproach, and may throw discouragement over the ndnds of
many

;
but, when the fate of America may be at stake on the

issue, we should protract the war, if possible. The enemy
mean to winter in New York ; that they can drive us out is

equally clear
; nothing seems to remain but to determine the

time of their taking possession."

Congress received this remonstrance with coldness ; but it

was unanswerable, and they resolved, on the tenth, that it had
not been ^' their sense that any part of the army should remain
in New York a moment longer than he should think it proper
for the public service."
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On the eleventh Lord Howe sent a barffe for Fror^irJohn Adams, and Kutledge. The, were mTby Lm Ttl^water's edge, and partook of a collation In fh7^- •

brines,, a djfflcuU, p^sented itself :uhoITTZVibeen formally anno,.„e=d a, a committee from cont^e^ LoJHowe prem.8ed, with some embarrassment of manner lathwas bound to say he coiiTeniorf wfti. .1
.
""'""'''' 'hat ho

At *).,•» Tnhn A 'r*"'^"'°*P"™'o individualsAt this John Adams came to his relief, savins- "Cons^Zi

nunng a conversation which lasted for several }Z1iaHowe was discursive in his remarks T„ iT .. ,

^""^

to a point. Edward Rutledr"teAo r 1^ *l'^<'i^cussion

Sullivan, " tliat he wouldT.t . f *' '^«'='»™«»n of

aside, b;cause ^^liZ^Ct rT.M toT"""r"'
"''""^

meddle with her internal po%" ^
""^ ^"'^"''''' ^

wo^'rlXnd'ZrCttr^,''^^ --^^ "3
spect toacts of parliament^ZZ '^7:1^
ta .on with pnvate pereons." Franklin inquiredlf tW
Am~s.T'no":rt-^"''

'"'''' P^opSs'^ftXAmericans, as no objection was internnsPfl he. r.^^
" that it was the dut. It good men otS Sdes ofT^a^^to promote peace by an acknowledgment of Ameri anTnll

Z::ZlZ'' tT^
"' ^r-^"P --i alHanceTeZent:

7 "ountnes
,

and lie endeavored to prove that (+-..* n •.

^^ would derive mo., durable advant^rfr^^l„':nl!uf

orir.trTrHr^''''^^'^^^^^^^

except that the colonies should r"^™ JtS! Tf

'

government of Great Britain- and t^»H>
'^^?°°° *" ""

appear to contain any otherauthonW ""T"™",
"''^ «"

c^^nting paeons Ltci:::^7m^^^^^^
to be m the kmg's peace, upon submission.

^^ '

By this time the army of General Howe extended alona

tm'tsr^*r'~'^ '"^ ^-' "™^ "ltd!
o.' "-. i.|^ivu liie -v.vo islands wliicii

if'
!• . ;l.

;l
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we call Ward's and Eandall's; a battery erected at Astoria re-
plied to the American works on the point just north of Hell-
gate ferry. Night after night boats came in and anchored
just above Bushwick. On the twelfth, AYashington, supported
by the written request of Greene and six brigadiers, recon-
vened his council of war at the quarters of Macdougall ; and
this time it was decided to abandon the lower part of the
island, none dissenting but Spencer, Heath, and George Clin-
ton. The council was hardly over when Washington was once
more m the lines; and at evening the Americans under his eye
doubled their posts along the East river. He was seen by the
Hessians; and Krug, a captain of the Hessian artillery, twicem succession pointed cannon at him and his staff, and was aim-
ing a third sliot, as ho rode on. The thirteenth, the anniver-
saiy of the victory on the Plains of Abraham in which Howe
bore an honorable part, was selected for the landing of the
British in New York; the watchword was "Quebec" the
countersign "Wolfe;" but the ships-of-war that were to' cover
the landing caused delay. In the afternoon four of them,
keeping up an incessant fire, and supported by the cannon on
Governor's Island, sailed past the American batteries into the
East river and anchored opposite the present Thirteenth street
One of their shot struck within six feet of Washington who
was watching their movements. Tlie next day six more Brit-
ish armed ships went up the East river. In one more day the
city would have been evacuated.

On the fifteenth three ships-of-war ascended the Hudson as
far as Bloomingdale. At eleven the ships-of-war which were
anchored in the stream below Blackwell's Island began a heavy
cannonade, to scour the grounds

; at the same time eighty-four
boats laden with troops, under the direction of Admiral IIo-
tham, came out of Newtown creek, and with a southerly wind
sailed up the East river in four columns, till, on a signal, they
formed in line, and, aided by oars and the tide, landed between
Turtle bay and the city. At the sound of the first cannon,
AVashington rode "with all possible despatch" toward Kip's
bay, near Thirty-fourth street; he found the menwlio had been
posted in the lines running away, and the brigades of Fellows
of Massachusetts and Parsons of Connecticut, that were to have
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supported them, fiyms in every dirpn+mn p . , ,. .

ofauoutwt.ouL3.oo;xi':s"tJ
:::it^™be cut off, unl«, the Britfeh could be delayed. AVhenTuelse fads the commander-in-chief m»st in person -ive the example of danng. Washington presented Idmsolf ?o ra Iv Zfng.t.ves and hold the advancing forces in 0^ ; bn "n heappearance of a party of not more than shty or sevenV thevran away without firino- a HT,nf i^ •

i
•

"yentj, they

yards of the enemy Rcmhtd th ITfJ'™
"""" "'^l^'J

stand the British Lne 7e t™'. to
.'" ™" '"'''*

disaster, and to seem. Harlem He^u^°
^"^ "S™^' ^"*''-

wof:^cf;p:d't trt^ritrr

:eS?rna?S^^^^^^^^
.cry, thonght onirou'gl: ^ce" ^, 'Zf''' -f"was one of Putnam's Sds, guided them b^ , roftl^cSdMonument lane to the west sidp of +l,o •

i i T ®^^

Wed the winding road not rut^eded W t"ht'ST^ '*
a.^^rega.ned the Bloomingdale^road nc^C^^SStS

The respite Avhich saved Putinrr-'fl ri,v •

Mary Lindley, the wife of Kobe^M ry'' Wi™™: ^ish

herinvitati™ toalunch nd b:"!! "T ' '""' """^P"^"
i,i<) tl,„ „„ J

1

,' ' "•^ '"<* excellence of her renaitand the good-humor with which she parried Trvon', L^'^ .
l.or sympathy with the rebels, she whUed awavZ ,

•

rAirnrToViii^T^^r"^^^^^^^^
tueir w"\rlt;^^fttronLr::;";:rd^

5rti:-::^tiS:ztf£|"fF
with but two Hessians hUU^ T f ^ *^ mile-stone,

^

wu xiessians killed and about twenty "RrifJel, o^^Hessians wounded. At night thnir bivoua- - 1
"

£>
Lu^u uuouau cALuudea irom the

tj
^

:- ',>.-

!! '11
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East river near II ell-gate to tlie Hudson at Bloomingdale. On
Harlem Heights the American fugitives, wearj from having
passed Hfteen hours under arms, disheartened by the loss of
their tents and blankets, and wet by a cold driving rain that

closed the sultry day, lay on their arms with only the sky
above thera.

The dastardly flight of the troops at Kip's bay was reported
to congress by Washington ; and was rebuked in a general
order, menacing instant death as the punishment of cowardice
on the field. Meantime, he used every method to revive the
courage of his aimy. At two o'clock in the dark and cloudy
morning of the sixteenth Silas Talboc by his orders ran down
the river in a fire-brig under a fair wind, and, grappling the
Renomm6, set the brig on fire, escaping with his crew; the
Eenomme freed itself, but, with the other ships-of-war, quitted
its moorings.

On the same day American troops extended their left wing
from Fort Washington ;:o Harlem. As an offset to this move-
ment, Leslie, who commanded the British advanced posts, led

the second battalion of light infantry, M'ith two battalions of

Highlanders and seven field-pieces, into a wood on the hill

which lies east of Bloomingdale road and overlooks Manhattan-
viile. From this detachment two or three companies of light

infantry descended into the plain, drove in an American picket,

and sounded their bugles in defiance. Engaging their atten-

tion by preparations for attacking them in front, Washington
ordered Major Leitch with three companies of Weedon's Vir-
ginia regiment, and Colonel Knowlton with his olunteer
rangers, to prepare secretly an attack on the rear of the main
detachment in the wood ; and Reed, who best knew the ground,
acted as their guide. Under the lead of George Clinton, the
American party which engaged the light infantry in front
compelled them twice to retreat, and drove them back to the
force with Leslie. The Americans in pursuit clambered up
the rocks, and a very brisk action ensued, which continued
about two hours. Knowlton and Leitch began their attack
too soon, on the flank rather than in the rear. Rced'p. horse
was wounded under him ; in a little time Leitch was brought
off with three balls through his side. Soon after, Knowlton
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was mortally wounded
; in the agonies of deatl) oil i

• • •

was if the enemy had been beaton T! .> ' '' '"l""":^

of their leaders, fhe~otdy eo^^^^^^^^
''^ ^-

Washington advanced to their IZriTa^to^f «Wment.
regiments, with detaehments of"|/eTrngla ^^-"^^^^^
and Greene, as well as Ti'lo-l„r„>« i ,

"^ '^"^^^^
>

-t "tnam

etoif, joined in the alnflr "^ f °' ""= S'^"'^™''^

with L greatest intr^Tdif, The IVrT"*""'
*''° "'""•S'^d

time, fell back into an'oreWd atd fro
','

™'""='' " ""'•<'

low and „p the hill whicHt elJof rSth T"^ " '*
overlooks the country far and wide Th^ ! r"' "'"'

Without speei, *?t;tu:riS;t^oTt'

of one officer and seven men ^u^^d °r„f"^/J""
hsh infantry, ordered at elevo, to sUnd to H

"' "' ^"S"
trotted about time miles withont , II,. ? ,

," ''™'' "'='•<'

the Linsing battaUor™ Teon1 ,
^ *"''" '"''="*'' '

" ""O

Genn^ btttalions^rpieT; ^o^nrr^^^^^^^^^ "f-unwdhng to risk a gene..! acti.^;,, o'erer; retat'T'Bk.nn,sh restored the spirit and confldenee of the AlriliTheir loss was about sixty killed and wounded hT'Tthese was Knowlton, who would l,nv„ i,„ ,
^"""S

<=ount.y, and Leiteh,'o„e of"SntwortT "!' ^""^ '" ""^
TT,^,.r^ n ' "6""a 8 worthiest sons.

.nprrirurd-i™.!---^^^^^^^

partly toforisytrrrjii"' *"-'^'"''^^«-' »"

mnctntlf i^a tot^'d^;'
?""" ""<> '"^ ''~«'-' »" ''o

virnTari^s r:;iT-F-~^^^^^^

'^ -ii

li
^

«
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they invited all well-affected subjects to a conference. The
paper was disingenuous ; for the instnictions to the commis-
sioners, which were kept secret, demanded as preliminary con-
ditions grants of revenue and further changes of charters.

About one o'clock in the morning of the twenty-first, more
than five days after New York had been in the exclusive pos-

session of the British, a fire chanced to break out in a small

wooden public-house of low character near Whitehall slip.

The weather had been hot and dry ; a fresh gale was blowing
from the south-west ; the flames spread rapidly ; and the east

side of Broadway, as far as Exchange place, became a heap of

ruins. The wind veering to the south-east, the fire crossed

Broadway above Morris street, destroyed Trinity church and
the Lutheran church, and extended to Barclay street. The
flames were arrested, not so much by the English guard as by
the sailors whom the admiral sent on shore. Of the four
thousand tenements of the city, more than four hundred were
burnt down. In his report, Howe, without the slightest

gioand, attributed the accident to a conspiracy.

When, after the disasters on Long Island, Washington
needed to know in what quarter the attack of the British was
to be expected, Nathan Hale, a captain in Knowlton's regi-

ment, a graduate of Yale college, an excellent scholar, com-
paratively a veteran, but three months beyond one-and-twenty
yet already betrothed, volunteered to venture, under a disguise,

within the British lines. Just at the moment of his return
he was seized and carried before General Howe, in New York

;

he frankly avowed his name, rank, and purpose ; and, without
a trial, Howe ordered him to be executed the following morn-
ing as a spy. That night he was exposed to the insolent

cruelty of his jailer. The consolation of seeing a clergyman
was denied him ; Ids request for a Bible was refused. A more
humane British oflScer, who was deputed to superintend liis

execution, furnished him means to wi-ite to his mother and to

a comrade in arms. On the morning of the twenty-second,

as he ascended the gallows, he said: "I only regret that I

have but one life to lose for my country." The provost-mar-
shal destroyed his letters, as if grudging his friends a knowledge
of the firmness with which he had contemplated death. His
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countiymen never pretended that the beaiitv nf T
•

i,

should have exempted M„: fr„„. Z^Z wh h "^u:of war of that dav irmin'snrJ • +k^ i . / wuicn tne laws

The Americans kept np the ZiZ.tT ^^^'"^
enomy by continual slSrmiLs and alLs Q^ °f

*""
tliird. at tlie glimmer of dn»„ • T .

*''^ twenty-

of Charleatown, Jfassietts, " one of a rhlJ 7'" "'°'^

array," lost his life TT» w„. i • j ?
'"^' "^'"^'^ '" 'ho

with^'n the .JXmrZr^:::' "" '"<> ^'"^ °^ I^-«lton,

Car'tenrrrrflT^ir ""-r - "-'^-. -^-om

twenty-fourth from lolbTs
° "^7^""'" '"<'^<' <"' «*«

b«t.an hourortrof mli .^,^''^''' P™°*- I' '""ted

cloudlessly; Morg.:^^^^'^^^^^.^''^''':' ^''""^

foil on the earth as if to clasp^^^^fa 2,*
.
^" "' *''« ^-i,

They aU ran a race to Elizalitl,fl, ,
' ^ "^ •=°"°'''^ '

"

the/ parsed the J^hV in et!^™' f^'.^'
*°°

''W to sleep,

nisinjthe Man faUoo rr^^.tTfl'ov'T"';?'
^"'^

hastened Morgan's exchn,,^ Z ' ^- ^'^^'agtoa

After the coS^^aXb eW^f heTTrf'
'"' ^"'""'^'"'

Virginia sent into the field '
*' '''='' °'^<=^^ ^'«>«'

eonttSn^rftefT"r "V^™""
"^'"^•^'^ *^

Eutledge despaSd "su IretelT '^"*'°"
'

^'™"^
ventl™ of the states, choseStrpi;!"!?''^""' '"-

memr':fTo~':d:r^"^r» "^ ^»'*-«<». «.o

be proposed toX e C ^^..t,'^"-;^
P'» "^ treaty to

separate war with Great Britl andtv!f r
•"^'^ '° "

America the opnortnnitv If f m-^^
'''™'^"""<' '""'^

They were willi^r^ a"le toT T^ ^' independence,

tion in its territorie.-T '^ """'"" ^™" '"°'^»'a-

eventualconZt™''a^4'^rr;^ '" ^""^ "* P-^""^ ^"

sole right of^ cTuirini pit '^?'' ''"' "'"^ <''»™^'' *«
mudasfcape BXafdW "TT'"' ^"'°™^ *>"= ^e.^

might 'rctiin ifa xtf;>rtati7''« ^^ ^™-
nised by En„b„H ;„ .,"!

"^"^ '1 Newfoundland, as recog-
"

yoT^l,"" ° '™'^' "' l'«3; but his subjecte

i
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were not to fish " in the havens, hays, crocks, roads, coasts, or
places," which the United States were to win. The rising
nation avowed tlio principle that free ships impart freedom
to goods; tluit a neutral power may lawfully trade with a
helligercnt. Privateering was to he much restricted. The
young repuhlic, in this moment of her greatest need, was not
wilhng to make one connnon cause with France ; she only
offered not to assist Great Britain in the war on I'rance, nor
trade with that power in contrahand goods. The commis-
sioners might stipulate that the United States would never
again be subject to the crown or the parliament of Great
Britain ; and, in case France should become involved in the
war, that neither party should make a definitive treaty of peace
without six months' notice to the other. They were further
instructed to solicit muskets and bayonets, ammunition and
brass field-pieces, to be sent under convoy by France ; and it

was added :
" It will be proper for you to press for the imme-

diate and explicit declaration of France in our favor, upon a
suggestion that a reunion with Great Britain may be the con-
sequence of a delay."

In the selection of the three members of the connnission,

Franklin was i)laced at its head ; Deane, with whom Eobert
Morris had associated an unworthy member of his own family
as a joint commercial agent in France, was chosen next ; to

them was added Jefferson, who, early in August, had retired

from congress to assist his native state in adapting its code of
laws to its new life as a republic. When Jefferson declared
himself constrained to decline the appointment, it was given
to Arthur Lee. Franklin proposed that the commission should
have power to tre^it forthwith for peace with England.

The conduct of the war ever met increasing diiliculties.

The atte^-ipt to raise up a navy was baffled by a want of guns,
canvas, and ammunition. In the preceding December con-
gress had ordered the construction of thirteen shijis-of-war,

each of which was to carry from twenty-four to thirty-two
gims

; but not one of them was ready for sea, and the national

cruisers r-onsisted of about twelve merchant vessels, purchased
and equipped at intervals. The offic^i-s of whom the first

formal appointment was made on the cnty-sccond of De-
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cumber 1775, and included the names of NiohnU. p- 1 1,
John Paul Jones, were necessarilv Hi

.''^'''^'^ ^^^^le and

An.erican private rs, in^Z ^7vT T r?'''^"'
^^'>-

-e so lucrative that C ::;o:: J^^e^^^^

liefore the middle of Tinm f]

which Jol,n Adams and Edt^j'llT"'"''''^^ ™ =P'"«. of

desired to revise the artW
™

f ^r"'" "'''''''''^'•». ^'•'•o

months an imp.tver d fL T '
."^'^^ """'^ '^"^ "'^^o

was adopted.
'
'"e, forn.cd on the British regulation,,

evils of their sv.tem wit!, L ' ,

'^^"^"^ ^ """S'-^^ 'I'o

«poI»nwithaporti: riT'"lr "T"^ '" '' ''^"«''

n.ore eritieol thl. 'befo!, ^ a I

" ?™'''"°" "' P™™' ^^
hi.n. He borrowed ho ufllL M to ZT ""^^'^ "8"'"^'

gress with sincerity and freeXm , °t£P,t TtT'
'° ""•

organization of tlio an.r savins. „ „ "°"8"'^ "n "'» proper

l>est criterion to work byT fullv rr°' ''^'"^ '» «'"

reprobates the practice oftrZ^^^J^ ^-'-'el,

regards order, regular-ity, and economy or bt „™T
""^^

character, or peace of »ti;,w1 mi • , ,
^^^ honor,

The evi,; to LTpptStm't ^",7"" ""' '"^•

mote, and, situated L we are not at ,11
?° f™^ "'^ "'

the consequence of wanfinr^' •

'" '"' '^"''"''"1
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the war, but without offering adequate inducements. The men
in the army, whose term would expire with the year, had been
enlisted directly by continental agents and officers ; congress
now apportioned to the thirteen states their respective quotas •

and this reference of the subject to so many separate legisla-

tures or governments could not but occasion a delay of several
months, even if the best will should prevail. Congress had no
magazines

; they therefore left the states to provide arms and
clothing, each for its o^vn line. To complete the difficulty of
organizing a national army, they yielded to the several states
the appointment of all officers except general officers ; no dis-

cretion was reserved to the commander-in-chief, or formally
even to themselves, to promote the meritorious. Yacancies
must remain undisposed of till the states, each for itself, should
exercise its power.

The earnest expostulations of Washington commanded lit-

tie more respect from congress than a reference to a commit-
tee

;
three of its members were deputed to repair to the camp,

but their mission was attended by no perceptible results.

Troops continued to be levied by requisitions on the several
states, and officers to be nominated by local authorities. Wash-
ington, therefore, reluctantly bade adieu to every present hope
of commanding an efficient, thoroughly united army, and in
moments of crisis there was no resource but in appeals through
the local governments to the people. But the citizens, with-
out being permanently imbodied, proved untiring in zeal and
courage

;
and it was by them that American liberty was assert-

ed, defended, and made triumphant. To undisciplined militia
belong the honors of Concord and Lexington ; militia with-
stood the British at Bnnke^ Hill ; by the aid of militia an
army of veterans was driven from Boston ; and we shall see
the unprosperous tide of affairs, in the central states and in the
South, turned by the sudden uprising of volunteere.
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CHAPTER ly.

OPINION m ENGLAND. I)OI.DER WAI. IX AMEEIOA.

July-November 1776.

In England when the demand of the Americans had

While Germain attributed " infinite ho^X the J, ''^f
'"";

admired Lord Howe," he strained aftomt "^^Z^^Teinborn courage and active spirit," and vontbfnl fi. , •

experience of General IIo^ whlT't "n^ n mintte'd^I;mght^!ompanion of tho order of the Bnfb tT
°""''"^'', "

Americans seeming now to be I^ t F„ .

The cause of the

« Tt .1 1 1 1 ° .
°*'' ^°^ ^"'ote to Rockinffbim •

which we thinkno longer tenable" B^ttlS?,,"'' " """^

We beaten ,t do™! '" "' """=^ "'"'" "-^ '^-'^» ^'-uld
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ono great advantage of unanimity at homo ; » and ho professed
a desiro " to restore to the Americans the blessings of law and
liberty."

"The principles operating among the inhabitants of the
colonies in rUcir commotions," said Lord John Cavendish,
" bear an exact uiialogy with those which support the most
valuable part of our constitution ; to extirpate them by the
sword, in any part of his majesty's dominions, would establish
precedents most dangerous to the liberties of tLiis kingdom."
-' It is impossible for this i -la.hi to ((^nquer and hold America,"
said Wilkes; "we must recall our fleets and armies, repeal all

acts injurious to the Americans, and restore their charters if
we would restore unity to the empire." " Some of the colo-
nies," said Lord North, " will break off from the general con-
tederacy. Reconciliation has constantly been my object; it
is my wish to use victory with moderation." The house was
reminded by Barro that both France and Spain might inter-
fere. Germain replied :

" Do you suppose the house of Bour-
bon would like to have the spirit of independence cross the
Atlantic, or their own colonists catch fire at the unlimited
rights of mankind?" "Administration," said Fox, "deserve
nothing but reproach for having brought the Americans into
such a situation that it is impossible for them to pursue any
other conduct than what they have pursued. In declaring
independence, they have done no more than the English did
against James IL The nolle lord who spoke last prides him-
self on a legislature being re-established in :N"ew York. It has
been very well said that the speech is a hypocritical ono; in
truth, there is not a little hypocrisy in supposing that a king"
—and he made the allusion more direct, by ironically excepting
George III. as one who really loved liberty—" that a common
king should be solicitous to establish anything that depends on
a popular assembly. Kings govern by means of pojmlar as-
semblies only when they cannot do without them ; a king fond
of that mode of governing is a chimera. It cannot exist. It
is contrary to the nature of things. But if this happy time of
law and liberty is to be restored to America, why was it ever
disturbed? It reigned there till the abominable doctrine of
gaining money by taxes infatuated our statesmen. Why did
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justice, whatever they may hope from your grace and mercy."
Lord John Cavendiah, on the division, obtained less than fifty
votes.

*^

From this time tlie friends of Rockingham attended in
the morning on private business, but so soon as public busi-
ness was introduced they ostentatiously bowed to the speaker
and withdrew, leaving the ministers to carry their measures
without opposition or debate. But this policy did not suit
Fox, whose sagacity and fearlessness made him, at twenty-
seven, the most important member of the house of commons.

The character of this unique nun was not a chapter of
contradictions; each part of his nature was in harmony with
all the rest. " Perhaps no human being was ever more per-
fectly exempt from the taint of malevolence, vanity, or false-
hood

;
" but he had no restraining principles, and looked with

contempt on those who had. Priding himself on ignorance
of every self-denying virtue, and delighting in excesses, he
feared nothing. Unlucky at the gaming-table beyond all cal-
culation of chances, draining the cup of pleasure to the dregs,
the delight of profligates, the sport of usurers, he braved scan-
dal, and gloried in a lordly recklessness of his inability to pay
his debts, as if superb ostentation in misfortune raised him
above his fellow-men. He had a strong will; but ho never
used It to bridle his passions, even though their indulgence cor-
rupted his young admirers, and burdened his own father with
his enormous losses. Bom to wealth and rank and easy access
to the service of the king, at heart an aristocrat, he could scoff
at monarchy and hold the language of a leveller and a dema-
gogue. He loved poetry and elegant letters, Shakespeare and
Dryden, the songs of Homer above all ; but science was too
dull for him, and even the lucidity and novelty of Adam
Smith could not charm him to the study of political economy.
His uncurbed licentiousness seemed rather to excite than to
exhaust his powers; his perceptions were quick and instinc-
tively true; and in his wildest dissipation he retained an un-
extmguishable passion for activity of intellect. Living as
though men and women were instruments of pleasure, he yet
felt himself destined for great things, and called forth to the
service of mankind. To be talked about, he would stake all
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he had and moro on a wao-or • l.nf fh« „ii ...
of .,u »»utio„ a™. .jTo'rit;"rzrf tchs gonms was at home

; aod that body cherished hi,„ with ti™mdugont pnde w' i.h > always manifests to those wlTokepup .ts lugh reputaW ,ith .he world. A knotty brow a

w,th all h,s he hau a ioveiiness of temper which so e7d;arrdh.m to ks fnends that the survivors among them whoTiliave known never ceased tho praise of tht sweetner^d
gentleness of his fa„.iliar intercourse. It was natund to h^novcnei^te greatness like Edmund Burke's; anda^^L nh, aifections easily moved him to tears. I his lifeZZso ute h,s speech was auste... His words were a pulEngt

his call and seemed to belong to him. Every part of his dis-course hved and moved. He never gave up stLgth of statement for beauty of expression, and never induLiTn finephrases. His healthy diction waa unaileetedlv simp o andnervous, always effective, sometimes majestic anu Zindilni^ly oi^ae, and then only when he impressed a stw of

dazzled with brilliant colore, but eould startle by boldnerSthe contrast of light and shade. He forced his hearers to be

t tv tirni'dl'r^ '.^ «P«'<-».^-l'enhehadr4Sin;

re?J!t- t^ '''''"''''
"''''''''°P''"^^'«i™™«o''becausfhe made himself understood. He could not only take the vast

ragacity, could detect the principle upon which it hingedTV hat was entangled he could mifold quickly and lucidly f^wspeakmg with copious fluency, and now u/raveUing^^
E' and ? I

^"^""^ ^*^'^ ^l^" the'nLowesi
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it was his wont to march straightforward to his end- but ha
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unawares as with talons. When involved in dispute, he dashed
at the central idea, which was of power to decide the strife •

grasped it firmly and held it fast ; turned it over and over on
every side

;
held it up in the most various aspects; came once

more to dwell upon it with fresh strength; renewed blow
after blow till it became annealed hke steel. He hit the nail
again and again, and always on the head, till he dj-ove it home
into the minds of his hearers; and, when he was outvoted,
he still bore away the wreath as a wrestler. His merits as
summed up by Mackintosh, were "reason, simplicity, and
vehemence."

Yet Fox was great only as a speaker, and only as a speakerm the house of commons, and there gi-eat only as a speaker in
opposition. He Avas too skilful in controversy to be able to
present the connections and relations of events with compre-
hensive fairness, and his strength went out from him when he
undertook the office of an historian. He failed as a statesman
from the waywardness of unfixed principles; but ho was the
very man to storm a stronghold. In running down a ministry
his voice hallooed on the pack, and he was sure to be the firstm at the death. And now, in the house of commons, this
master of debate had declared for the independence of the
united States.

Subordinates in Canada paid court to the "confidential
circle » of Germain by censuring Carleton for restraining the
Indians within the boundary of his province.

Early in September, Hamilton, the lieutenant-governor of
Detroit, wrote directly to the secretary of state, promising that
small parties " of the savages assembled » by him " in council "

"chiefs and warriors from the Ottawas, Ojibwas, AVyandots,
and Pottawatomies," with the Senecas, would " fall on the
scattered settlers on the Ohio " and its branches. With fretful
restlessness Germain enjoined his agents to extend the massa-
cres and scaljungs along the border of population from Canada
to Georgia, and chid every sign of relenting.

In 1769 Carleton had urged the ministry to hold the line of
communication between the St. Lawrence and New York, as
the means of securing the dependence of New York and New
England; and ho looked upon the office of recovering that hne
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as reserved of right for himself. lu the next year's eampd.mhe proposed to advance to Albany; for the present TdTsigned oniyto aeqnire the mastery of Lake ChampWn Inoi^osjng lum the Americans met insupenible difficulties
"
thdrslalfu sh.p.bu:iders were elsewhere crowded with emptoymenl.n littmg out public vessels and privateers • the b!3„ .r t?;tif "- -r"

-'' "^ ^«rrtid™!wate. to the lake, over almost impassable roads : and evervStack of timber was to be cut in the adjacent woor Whendctormmed .eal had constructed a fleet of eight gondd^three row-galleys, and four sloops or sehoone^ thZZ '

neither naval officers nor marine', toZ cZge ^therThe chief command fell on Amnl^ « i i . .

was Waterbury, a brMer i7 f ^ ' !^^^ ^'' ^^««"d
J, ci ungaaier m the Connecticut militia • fli»crews were mostly soldiers '

^^^

forc^'lnr MestSt;t° """"f"
"'^ ^""'-

preparation. He was^dtd bv F^'^ ^^ ''"^ "'"'"^ "^

Quebec, and the fleet in it7'" %T ^"«'-''»^'

contributed naval eon pmenr.^d m 1™ w ^'l^.
''<'""™I'7

in abundance: it sent fromtd*^'/" ^"P-'^-'iMing

w, fully pre^reT fl rvitt ^T ^""^' "'''' "^^'' "'

could be'd4g'd up t^e^^l^^^ZT T'.or more flat-boats were huHt at MonS nd 'hau oSTo StJohn's, whence a deep channel leads to the kke Tl
ous army, composed in nart of thl ! f. ^' '"'"""'-

inaLod,anit„7htto"w Tllf^''™
'?'«"^'' ™^™-

-nuers ;f the s^Zio^Tf w,r fo^'t^fd'
'-^

canoes were to form their van on fl,„ l
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watch the labo. of the b aXiWei Z'r^ "'^^"'^f
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were to have been dragged by land'roind thf
'?"''
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Richelieu were taken! pl^trT^l^TXr"

On the fourth of October, Carleton began his cautious ad-
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vance; on the tenth all his fleet was in motion. Arnold,
whose judgment did not equal his courage, moored his squad-
ron in the bay between Yalcour Island and the main, leaving
the great channel of the lake undisputed to his enemies, who,
on the morning of the eleventh, with a wind from the noi-th-

west, passed between Great and Valcour Islands and came into

his rear, with much more than twice his weight of metal and
twice as many fighting vessels. His defiant self-rehance did
not f -il him

; forming a line at anchor from Yalcour to the
main, he advanced in the schooner Koyal Savage, supported by
his row-galleys. The wind favored him, while it kept off the
Inflexible, which was already to the south of him ; but the
Carleton was able to get into action, and was sustained by the
artillery-boats. The galleys were driven back ; the Eoyal Sav-
age, crippled in its masts and rigging, fell to the leeward and
was stranded on Yalcour Island, whence Arnold, with the crew,
made his way to the Congress. Meantime, the Carieton, ac-

companied by the artillery-boats, beat up against the breeze,

till it came within musket-shot of the American line, when it

opened fire from both sides. The Congress, on which Arnold
acted as gunner, was hurt in hei- main-mast and yards, was
hulled twelve times, and hit seven times between wind and
water ; the gondola New York lost all her ofiicers except her
captain ; in the Washington, the first Heutenant was killed, the
captain and master wounded, the main-mast shot through so

that it became useless ; a gondola was sunk. Of the British

artillery-boats, one, or perhaps two, went down. The Carleton,

which, owing to the wind, could receive no succor, suffered

severely; Dacres, its captain, fell senseless from a blow;
Brown, a lieutenant of marines, lost an arm ; but Pellew, a lad

of nineteen, who succeeded to the command, carried on the
fight, to prevent Arnold's escape. Just before dark, when
sixty or more of the Americans and forty or more of the Brit-

ish had been killed or wounded, the artillery-boats, on the sig-

nal of recall, towed the Curieton out of the reach of shot.

At eight in the evening the British fleet anchored, having
their left wing near the mamland, the right nea^ Yalcour
Island, with several armed boats still farther to the right, to

guard the passage between Yalcour and Great Island. Ar-

m
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nold and his highest officers, Waterbur^ and Wigglesworthsaw no hope bnt m ranning the blockade. An honr o7^obefore midnight they hoisted anchor silently in the thiTfcdarkness
;
Wiggleswortli, in the Trambnll, led the retrelt th!

gondolas and smaU vessels followed; then came WatorbL inthe Washington; and, last of all, Arnold, in the Co—mid havmg a fair wind, they stole unobserved thr^n;
Bntish fleet, close to its left wing.

*>

When day revealed their escape, Carleton, advancino- sWlvaga^t a southerly breeze, in the moi^faig ^f th""hfrt^^en^h^
at half-pas twelve, was near enough to the fngitivesTbel,'
a cannonade At half-past one tiJwind came^^11 oufo?the north, striking the British sails first; the Washinl^otlf
overtaken near Split Rock, and compelled to stlS. f^0^gress, with four gondolas, keeping up a running tight of fi™hours, suffered great loss, and was chased into a Imdl creek inPanton on the east side of the lake. To save them f om hfe

TrZ\ ''f *T "" *^'=' ^""^ ««=- colorfl^ingThe last to go on shore, he formed their crews and ;„ .• S
of the Enghsh ships, marched oil in orde^

'
' "^'"

Carleton reproved his prisoners for engaging, in the rebelhon, found an excuse for them in their oril f^om the g^ve

"

nor of Connecticut whose oflSci..] chamcter the king sUH IcoT
nised, and dismissed them on their parole

^'

Pn,„? '^Ii .^^'^T*''-
'"'^t'^'' "f tli^ lake, he landed at CrownPoint, within two hours' sail of Ticonderosa whiel, m„=; i?

surrendered for want of provisions had fe' ^u itdwrBut he never for a moment entertained such a des r andwaited only for tidings from Howe. These werT^dvedon the twenty-seventh, and on the next day his annv belanIts return to Canada for winter-quartc. On the th rd of N
"

vemher his rearguard abandoned Crown Point; British officerswere astonished at his retreat, which seemed to the Amerida flight that could not be accounted for
^i-mujcans

No sooner had Moultrie and his brave garrison repulsed thea tack near Charleston than Lee used his ™deserv:iwtextort from congress thirty thousand dollars as an indemuitvfor the possible forfeiture of property in England.
^

Acting on the suggestion of a stranger, without reflection
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or exact inquiry, Lee, in the second week of August, at the
unhealthiest season of the year, hastily marched off the Virginia
and North Carolina troops, without a field-piece or even a
medicine-chest, on an expedition against Florida. Howe of
North Carolina and Moultrie soon followed, and about four
hundred and sixty men of South Carolina, with two field-pieces,
were sent to Savannah by water along the inland route. At
Sunbury a deadly fever broke out in the camp, especially in
the battalion from the valley of Virginia. By this time Lee
sought to shift from himself to Moultrie the further conduct
of the expedition, but Moultrie repHed that there were no
available resources which could render success possible. Early
in September congress called Lee to the North, to command in
chief in case of mishap to Washington ; he at once began the
journey, taking with him all the continental force except the
troops of North Carolina.

He left a savage war raging in the mountains of the two
Carolinas and Georgia. The Cherokees were amazed at the
estrangement between their father over the water and their
elder brothers of the Carolinas ; but Cameron and Stuart, Brit-
ish agents, having an almost unlimited credit on the British
exchequer, swayed them to begin war. The colonists in what
is now eastern Tennessee were faithful to the jxatnot causa
Twice they received warning from the Overhill Cherokees to
remove from their habitations

; but the messenger took back a
defiance, and threats from the district then called Fincastle
county in Virginia. So stood the Cherokees, when a deputa-
tion of thirteen or more Indians came to them from the Six
Nations, the Shawnees and Delawarcs, the Mingoes, and the
Ottawas. The moment, they said, was come to recover their
lost lands. The Shawnees produced their war-tokens, of which
the young Cherokee warriors laid hold, showing in return a
war-hatchet received about six years before from the northern
Indians. When the news of the arrival of Clinton and Corn-
wallis off Charleston reached the lower settlements of the
Cherokees, their warriors, on each side of the mountains, twen-
ty-five hundred in number, prepared for deeds of blood. The
Overhills collected a thousand skins for moccasons, and beat
their maize into flour. A few whites were to go with them to
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w,i8 seeking to engage the (InZ. i"^, "'" '^™''y Stuart

tokens
;

but the Creoks'retu^ed fo,ts^ «^"f; c,"""kecs liad plucked the thorn out of their foot a'lw ?
""

to keep it." The rebuff came too iX- at tl T'""™"
lower settlementa had strucl/tte ^^^^""uTr "V*'"the wily warriors of all the westen, rtullts f" °'T'
inimbitants of eastern Tennessee amlT ? / "P™ *"
ins on Clinch river and ^e Wnl'f Tr ,1

"' '^"'' "^ ""= «»''-

The eon,n,o„ perii^a^d T^^'l^ ':^f ^"'"f-eastern Tennessee and soutl. .tJ \r -^-
^^'^ P^^P^^ «f

lina and the uplandsof^(20^ S;^ Z^"* ^-
a check on the twentieth of J^T*^,

^ ''« Ovcrhills reeeiyed

IWwood, the vener ble hi t^S of T
° "' '''^'^'

'" ^"'-*

cle of a battle," for not onethr ^™°^^^^''' """^ a "niira-

while the Ch.okeerlrf^S-^CZtT;"'^"'^^'^'
repulsed from Fort mtau.vn d r

'"" ™« ''V a party was

rison of fortymen Som T^*'"'''^""''"''
'"^g"-

joined on the'ir march ,X'rf'™'T J't'''
''=^-'

IVateuga, made thems 1™ masL ^m °'"' *^"""-^^ ""^

on tlie Telb-co and the Te„r v ", 'W' "'^ttfemonts

snedfor peace, tlttginna::^^^^^ *''! ?-*-
like Tuskega, where a cfpt^fb yS1 ^

^'^ """ '°™^
were reduced to aslies

^ ^ '"'°" ''"™' "'i™.

at d5reT7the LVr/uf'^-Ti ^"^ "^^^ ««-
tiers of South CaroHna H,r ^ '"^"''' "^"^ "P"" *''« f™'
tion of age sex The ne!'?^ l""*^

'™'P'"« ^""'™' '»-«>=-

rifles to ie def ndeJo Sk^t™?T'"/"'^ "'^'^ '^-'

forts. The Indians we e joS w'thr' To'^ '" ''°'^^''

small band of white men tl
'''^ *"= "«™t Cameron and a

m ..ppcr So..a -ohn"' XT* " TT^ "^ «- '"Xalists

Btate, under the led of Wini ""J''''"''
'""'<"« "^ *at

™le., and, in aIT^.^ d!^^^^rChe ^k' f"^' '"^ '-

Iveowee and the Senec; and on one de o 1 t
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mark the eastern side of the Alleghanies, Williamson's army
broke up the to^ras on the AVhitewater, tlie Toxaway, the
Estatoe, and in the beautiful valley of Joeassa, leaving not one
to the east of the Oconee Mountain. The outcasts, who had
taken j^art in scalping and murdering, fled to the Creeks, whose
neutrality was respected.

In September, establishing a well-garrisoned fort on the
Seneca, and marching up War "VYoman's creek, Williamson
passed through Eabun gap, destroyed the towns on the Little

Tennessee as far as the Unica Mountain, and then toiled over
the dividing ridge into the Hiwassee valley, sparing or razing
the towns at his will. There he was joined by Eutherford of
North Carolina, who had promptly assembled in the district of
Salisbury an army of more than two thousand men, crossed
the Alleghanies at the Swannanoa gap, forded the French
Broad, and penetrated into the middle and valley towns, of
which he laid waste six-and-thirty. Gei-main, in November,
wrote to his trusty agent :

" I expect with impatience to hear
that you have prevailed with the Creeks and Choctas to join
the Cherokees in a general confederacy against the rebels."

But the Choctas never inclined to the war ; the Chickasas re-

ceded
;
the Creeks kept wisely at home ; and the Cherokees

were forced to beg for mercy. At a talk in Charleston, in
February 1777, the Man-killer said :

" You have destroyed my
homes, but it is not my eldest brother's fault ; it is the fault of
my father over the water ;

" and, at the peace in the following

May, they gave up their lands as far as the watershed of the
Oconee Mountain.

Nor was the overawing of the wild men the only good that

came out of this bootless eagerness of the British minister to

crush America by an Indian confederacy ; henceforward the

settlers of Tennessee upheld American independence ; and,

putting their mind into one word, they named their district

WaSHINGTOxV.
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and tlio road to Albany, by an easy descent, passes for about
a mile througli the rocky gorge. Laurel Hill, the highest cliff

on the Harlem side, was occupied by a redoubt ; the opposite

hill, near the Hudson, known afterward as Fort Tryon, was
still more difficult of access. Thence both ridges fall abruptly

to a valley which crosses the island from Tubby Hook. Be-
yond this pass the land to King's Bridge on the right is a plain

and marsh ; on the left a new but less lofty spur springs up
and runs to Spyt den Duyvel creek, by which the Harlem
joins tlie Hudson. This part of New York Island was defend-

ed by Fort Independence, on the high ridge north of Spyt den
Duyvel ; a series of redoubts guarded Fordham Heights, on
the east bank of the Harlem ; an earthwork was laid out above
"Williams's Bridge ; and on the third of October a guard of

riflemen had their alarm-post at the pass from Throg's Neck.
Greene commanded a body in Jersey, at Fort Lee, on tlie sum-
mit of the palisades, where they were seventy-three feet higher
than Fort Washington.

"Washington took all care to keep open the line of retreat

in his rear; but he would have awaited an attack from the
south, for it would not have menaced his communications.

The army eagerly looked forward to the coming of Lee.
"His arrival," said Tilghman, the most faithful member of

"Washington's staff, " will greatly relieve our worthy general,

who has too much for any mortal upon his hands." " Pray
hasten his departure, he is much wanted," was the message of
Jay to a friend in Philadelphia. Yet Lee had not one talent of
a commander. lie ne^er could conceive anything as a whole
or comprehend a plan of action ; but, by the habit of his mind,
would fasten upon some detail, and always find fault. As an
Englishman, he affected to look down upon his present asso-

ciates as "very bad company; " for he had the national pride
of his countrymen, though not their loyalty. His alienation

from Britain grew out of petulance at being neglected ; and,
had a chance of favor been thrown to him, he would have
snapped most eagerly at the bait. He esteemed the people
into whose service he had entered unworthy of a place among
the nations; and if, by fits, he played the part of a zealot in

their cause, his mind always came back to his first idea, that
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d.oy had only to consider how thoy eonld "return to theirfornier state of re ation." He „»ed afterward to aay tZ
• hmfc^ never would have gone so far bad his adviee beentaken

;

and he reeonoiled himself to the declaration of i„d

"

pendence by t ^ Americans, only that the,« might be some-thing "0 cede" aa the price of "aecommodatioa." Awaitfng
the due command m case of a vacancy, be loolcod upon ,nself OS the head of a party, and wearied cong^ss with clamorfor a separate command on the Delaware ; as they pcreistern
sen ing him to the camp of W^hington he se4u™eS
at them as "a stable of cattle that stumbled at every step »

Lee had " advised that now was the time to make up withGreat Lritain," and had promised for that end to "use iisinHuence with congress." On that <,uestion Pennsylvanfawa
divided Its convention, composed of new men, and guiJedmanily by a school-master, the honest but inexperienced JamesCannon, formed a constitution, under the complex influence ofabtr.aet truths and an angry quarrel with the supporters "ftl^old charter o the colony. The elective francliise was extended
to every reoident tax-payer, and legislative power eoncentrTtedma single assembly. Moreover, that assembly, in joint wTotwith a council whose members were too few to if^f mud« gh „. a decision by number, was to select the presidonand ™e-president. The president had no higher fune&nsthan those of the president of a council-board. This cons,' tutai, winch satisfied neither the feelings nor the reflective7 dg-ment of a numencal majority in tl.e state, was put in actionwithout bemg previously submitted to the citizens for ratiflca-

t.ou
;
and It provided no mode for its amendment but &Z1the vote of two thirds of all persons elected to a board o™ccn

eors, wkeh was to be chosen for one year only in seven. Fromevery elector, befoi. his vote could be received, an oath o"aft ma,on was required that he would neither directly normdircc ly do anything injurious to the constitution as est bhhed by the convention. This requirement, which a llrge

rc7 h 1? f •" f?'^1™™« ™'>">lly disfnmehisement,

nil v He
""'""'""' '"''"''"• To the proprietan^party the new government was hateful as a „su.!paton- I
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Robert Morris, Cadwalader, "Rush, Wayne, and many others of

" the bebi, of the whigs,'' the uncontrolled will of a single legis-

lative assembly seemed a form of tyranny ; while the want of

executive energy took away all hope of calling the resources of

the state fully into action.

The constitution of New Jersey would be self-annulled, " if

a reconciliation between Great Britain and the colonies should

take place ;
" the president of the body which framed it op-

posed independence to the last, and still leaned to a reunion

with Britain ; the highest officers in the public service were

taken from those who had stood against the disruption ; the

assembly had adjourned on the eighth "through mere want
of members to do business," leaving unfinished almost every-

thing which they should have done ; the open country could

not hope for success in resisting an invading army ; " the tories,

taking new life, in one of the largest counties were circulating

for subscription" complaints of the declaration of indepen-

dence, because it was a bar to a treaty. Leo, alleging the con-

currence of " the most active friends to the cause in New Jer-

sey and the other provinces he had passed through," from
Princeton proposed that congress should authorize an offer to

open a negotiation with Lord Howe on his own terms.

Washington at this time, "bereft of every peaceful mo-
ment, losing all comfort and happiness," compelled to watch
the effects of the wilfulness of congress in delaying to raise an

army, and least of all tliinking that any one could covet his

office, saw the difficulty of doing any essential service to the

cause by continuing in command and the inevitable ruin that

would follow his retirement. " Such is my situation," said he,

privately, " that, if I were to wish the bitterest curse to an

enemy on this side of the grave, I should put him in my stead

with my feelings." Again he addressed congress : " Give me
leave to say your affairs are in a more unpromising way than

you seem to apprehend
;
your army is on the eve of its disso-

lution. True it is, you have voted a larger one in lieu of it

;

but the season is late, and there is a material difference be-

tween voting battalions and raising men." With this warning
in his hands, John Adams, the chairman of the board of war,

said :
" The British force is so divided, they will do no great

matte

the A
fur ad

raents,

of abs(

to dev

to his

ish shij

under

in the

destroy

Congre

referriu

Washin

pcnse, t

as well 1

gone uj

encoura^

war had

l.y fortifi

we have

Just

an's pass

the van (

Neck. T
roar, scac(

from Thr
the regiir

pany; pos

two armic

sending 1\J

* Thp ori

been most in

eral Lee," wr
lofl-cd in Reo(

ordcfc'l b-fon
of 12 and 14 (

arrival. For i

October 1776,

'be Uiitish lai

l<



1776. WHITE PLAINS.

far adopted for misinn- a „!„ ' !
'"'^ "''™"'» """

monts, 1^ naked, rd?„theTe„7 Ta .^^^ ^™'"^*' '^P^'*-

of absence at the tTme wh-n tl

?°"'''"' °'"""^' ''^^^

to devise relief OntTl """
^''', ""^' "'^ "^ ^"^W

to his departu^, news ean^rtw !
"' ^ t?"*' P'^---

ish ships/of forty-f!! «!r *^''
'"'e '^T

^^'"^' '™ JJ"*-

under an easv sonttrlv^ 1 ' "f ""^'^ "' ^"^ '^"ders,

in the imdn^^oItZ^lT^rt *'" ™P^dimenti

destroyed the fon Amerean tf t™"^ """^ '"P*""^ <"

Con^Jss wonid not t: eZ ,h iSv o"f fl''"""
"'"'

referriuff the letter to thn hr.
V / ^ ®^ ^"^^®^ retreat

;

^vashin;on,if~i:;x:j;^'^^^^^^
pcnso, to obstruct effectuall„ , I, •• "' "'"''«''ci- ex-

as well to P«ve„t tt :^Lf ;:,"n '1^" ""^ '"*'
gone ,,p as to hinder theTf.!,

°'°"' "S"'^' '"'^'j

encouraged this ralh eo^L 'Tf'°« ""^'""^•" «>^™e
war LadVssed npThe r ^efl e'Sd A'^"

'" ^"'''' ^'''P-*-

1.V fortified, and so mncl ™V -fT,
' ^ """^ "^ «> ^"•"ng-

- i-e lit'tle ^r^finU*ei:i":r'' °^ '"^ ''^^^^'i'

tl.e 4„ of his ^y on tl ! F 5 ^' ™^<^^'' P^oy- ^rabafked

Neck. Washing^ who htff
"""' ?"'' '""<^^J "' Throg-s

roar, seaconab yt^'Jed tt
"" "''^ ''•"^'"P' '» g"'" "s

from ThroK's NeekW TT„ r T™^ ""'' ''"'^S« «"<=' M
.ho re,i,nei^^tl"tfVfp;::ran^^t-,r^'"^''''
Pany; posted g„a,-ds ou all theZl, ™ ""^'"'"y """"

-0 arn.es; b^an tl^evlt.W^"ytklrr^soning Maedougall's bri^de befo. nigft^U* "fl'Ss llZ
* Thn orij/in of the retirement of t\.^ a

boon .ost industriously mi.r'^tnted ..tI"""
^™^ '^'"" ^^^ ^^'^ '^a^

eral Lec,» .rites Stedman, Hist. ofZwJ.T'T: °>"^"'^*''^ ^''^ Gen-
lo«ccl in Rood's Reed i 251 «?n r , ;* '

"""^ ^^ '° substantially fol-

o;.>c..c-, b.fo..e the ido'a'had Lefod tL'^ td o^T
''' ^™*''' '''—nf was

of 12 and 14 Oetober, and was Tol I T u '°' °' "^'P^'^^^ ^'•°'" ^is letters

- -- ..M .,., ,
,

-r--r;r.;- »--^

1

'

:. i

1

1

'

1

1

1 'I

, r

I

j

1

>

1 " ^'
V

/I
tl

* I

> !

i

>

*

.jH^
/

•

1

'
'^ ^H

1 1 ^D|

1

iii

1'

1 j^^i^^
1

«-

1
it ' ( '
\ %J



•I



^a,

t> .A^'^

IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-S)

y^M

//

t<'/-

t/i

(A

1.0

I.I

IriM IIM

I ^ IIM
iM Hill 2.0

11:25 i 1.4

1.8

1.6

PhntnoTpnhi^

Sciences
Corpoiation

23 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, NY. 14580

(716) 872-4503

4n^

iV
\\

-f^ 6^





!,l

70 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE. KP. ly. ; OH. •v.

M,
i

-I

"I

yond King's Bridge ; and detached a corps to "White Plains, to

which place he ordered his stores in (Connecticut to be trans-

ferred. On the thirteenth a council of war was called, but was
adjourned, that Greene and Mercer might receive a pummons
and Lee be present. On the fourteenth, in obedience to the

indiscreet order of congress, Colonel Rufus Putnam was
charged "to attend particularly to the works about Mount
Washington, and to increase the obstructions in the river as

fast as possible;" while Lee, still in New Jersey, blamed
the commander-in-chief for not threatening to resign. Later

in the day Lee crossed the river, and found New York Island

already more than half evacuated. Riding in pursuit of Wash-
iagtoii, who was directing in person the defence along East and
AVest Chester, he was assigned to the division beyond King's

Bridge, with the request that he would exercise no command
till he could make himself acquainted with the arrangements

of his post.

In the following night Mercer, at first accompanied by
Greene, made a descent upon Staten Island, and at daybreak

on the fifteenth took seventeen prisoners at Richmond.

To the council of war which assembled on the sixteenth

Washington produced ample evidence of the intention of the

enemy to surround his army. In their reply, all except George
Clinton agreed that a change of position was necessary " to pre-

vent the enemy cutting off the communication with the coun-

try." Lee, who came to the meeting to persuade its members
that there was no danger whatever of an attack, joined in the

wise decision which the best of the generals had formed before

they came together, and distinguished himself by his vehement

support of his new opinion.* The council with apparent una-

nimity advised the commander-in-chief that " Fort AVashington

be retained as long as possible."

eame day, Ueatli, 16; by Colonel Ewing to Maryland Council of Safety, 13 Octo-

ber 1*776, in Force, ii., 1025; by J. Reed to his wife, 13 October 1776, in Reed's

Reed, i., 244 :
" The principal part of this army is moved oK Ans island." These

letters were all written before Lee arrived, and before he knew anything about

the movement.

* That Lee's opinion was new appears from his own letters. Gordon, in his

account of the council, is grossly misled. He makes Greene figure largely ; but

Greene was not present at it, as the record shows. Force, ii., 1117.
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After five days, which Howe passed on Throw's Neck in
hnnglng up more brigades and collecting stores, he gave un
the hope of getting directly in Washington's rear, and resolved
to stnke^ at White Plains. On the eighteenth the British
crossing m boats to Pell's Neck, landed just below East Ches-
ter, at the mouth of Hutchinson river. Glover, ^vith one
brigade, engaged their aVanced party in a short but sharp
action, which was commended in general orders. That niffht
the British lay upon their arms, with their left upon a creek
toward East fester, and their right near New liochelle. In

^T""^ J"" ^ *' ^^'^°' *^^ Americans had the advantage
of the shortest distance, the gr.^atest number of efficient troops
and the strongest ground. The river Bronx, a small stream of
Westchester county, nearly parallel with the Hudson, scarcelv
tmrty miles long draining a very narrow valley, and almost
everywhere fordable, ran through thick forests hy the side of
a succession of steep ridges. The hills to the north of White
Plains continue to the lakes which are the sources of theBronx, and join the higher range which bomids the badn ofthe Croton river. The Americans, who were in fine spirits,moved upon the wes^ side, pressing the British toward the
sound, taking care not to be outflanked, and protecting theirmarch by a series of intrenched camps. Deficient in themeans of transportation, they themselves dragged their artil-

h'JL
''™'^ ^^^^ *^'^ '"""^^ ^^ ^^''^ ^^^^^Se on their

Howe manifested extreme caution; his march was close
his encampments compact. He was beset by difi alties in acountry so covered with forests, swamps, and creeks that it
Tvas not open m the least degree to be known but from post to
post, or from the accounts of the inhabitants who were entire-
ly Ignorant of military description." After halting two daysfor two regiments of light dragoons, on the twenty-first,Cing H ister with three brigades to occupy the former encamp-ment, he advanced with the right and centre of his army tw^miles above New Rochelle. To counteract him, Washin^In
transferred his head-quarters to Valentine's Hill and pul inmotion Heath's division, which marched in the night to Whit^
Plains, and on the following day occupied the strong gromidl
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north of the village, so as to protect the upper road from Con-

necticut. In the same night Haslet of Delaware surprised a

picket of Rogers's regiment of rangers, and brought olf thirty-

six prisonei's, a pair of colors, and sixty muskets. A few hours

later, Hand, with two hundred rifles, encountered an equal

n mber of yagers and drove them from the field. Howe felt

the need of a greater force. On the twenty-second, tlie second

division of the Hessians and the regiment of Waldeckers, who
had arrived from a very long voyage only four days before,

were landed by Knyphausen at New Rochelle, where they

remained to protect the communications with New York.

This released the three brigades with Heister ; but, before

they could move, Washington, on the morning of the twenty-

third, installed his head-quarters at White Plains, and thus

baflled the plan of getting into his rear. On the twenty-fifth

the British army crossed the country from New Rochelle to

the New York road, and encamped at Scarsdale with the

Bronx in f^'ont, the right of his army being about four miles

from White Plains. While Howe's was waiting to be joined

by Heister's division, the ever-querulous Lee and the rear of

the American army reached Washington's camp, without loss,

except of sixty or seventy barrels of provisions.

The twenty-seventh was marked by a combined movement
of the British who had been left at New York against Fort

Washington. A ship-of-war came up to cut olf the com-

munication across the river, while the troops under Percy,

from Harlem plain, made a disposition for an attack; but

Greene animated the defence by a visit ; Magaw promptly

manned his lines on the south ; the vessel of war suffered so

cwv^erely from two eighteen-poundei's v>n the Jersey and one

on the New York side that she slipped her cable and es-

caped by the aid of the tide and four tow-boats. Elated at

the result, Greene sent to congress by express a glowing ac-

coimt of the day ;
" the troops," he said, " were in high spir-

its, and in every engagement, since the retreat from New
York, had given the enemy a drubbing." Lasher, on the next

day, obeyed orders sent from Washington's camp to quit Fort

Independence, which was insulated, and upon any considerable

attack must have fallen ; but Greene, under the illusions of
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moxponcncc and larty judgment, complained of the evacua-fon and wrote mumuringty to Waahington that tho ™fortmight have kept the enemy at bay for several days."On the bright morning of the twenty-eighth the armv ofHowe expecting a battle which was to be^he crilTthlwa
,
advanced m two divisions, its right under Clinton its leftnnder Heister. At Hart's Comer they drove baT. 1,

party of Americans under Spencer. As'ihei leve , ,„^Scame withm three quarters of a mile of White Plains T^rmgton's ai-my was seen in order of battle awaiting an aitackon hilly ground of his o^vn enoice, defended by an abrttf»dtwo nearly parallel lines of intr^nchments, his^rightC a^droar protected by a bend in the Bronx, his left reLg on v^",broken ground too difficult to be assailed
^

Howe was blamed for not having immediately stormed theAmerican centre, which w»s the only vulnerable point wlhmgton had no misgiviiy., for his anny, nnmSg rathtmore than thirteen thousand men against thirteen fouSwas m good spirits, confident in itself and in him iT '

considered that the chances of a repulse migt be'™inst''hrha
,
shoud he carry one line, there would remafn anothe"'that, If he scaled both, "the rebel army conld norbfdo'stroyed," because the ground in their rear was such as thteonld wish for securing a retreat, so that the ha.aTof an Jtack exceeded any advantage he could gain. But as 1^1,!^come so far, he seemed forced to do something Ac 1 ff

^rrii^r' T"" .'"'"'"'' ^^-g- -''- *" com-mand of Macdongall, occupied Chatterton Hill, west of the

c™ a^d th"
*'''°

T't west.o„th-west of W^hintton'camp, aud thus covered the road from Tarrytoivn to Wbit^

mertk
^"'°"r*-='^d «ght regiment, about"™ thoTs^nd

f"n *'' ^™''^' '^'"'^ "^--'- - *e ground as

tl.o t:ricr olt'e'hr'The'r''- """^ '-''-^'^ "'

supported hv r«r
,^'"' Hessian regiment Lossbeis,

DonoTwi't^.lfrn ™ *'" '™™<' "="?"* '^^ffxie andiJonop wuh the Hessian grenadiem, forded the Bronx and
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marched under cover of the hill, until by facing to the left

their column became a line parallel with that of the Ameri-
cans, which was composed of the remains of the regiments of

Brooks of Massachusetts, Haslet of Delaware, "Webb of Con-

necticut, Smallwood of Maryland, and one of New York. The
cannonade ceased, and the British troops, through a shower of

bullets, climbed the rocky hillside. For fifteen minutes they

met with a determined resistance, especially from the men of

Maryland and Delaware. In the American camp it seemed

that the British were worsted ; but just then Rail, who had
brought up two regiments by a more southerly and easier

route, charged the Americans on their flank. Macdougall, at-

tacked in flank and front by thrice his own numbers, conducted

his party over the Bronx by the road and bridge to Washing-
ton's camp. The loss of the Americans in killed and wounded
was less than a hundred, of the British and Hessians at least

two hundred and twenty nine.

The occupation of Chatterton Hill enfeebled Howe by
dividing his forces ; and he waited two days for four battal-

ions from New York and two from New Rochelle. "Washing-

ton employed the respite in removing his sick and his stores,

and throwing up strong works on liigher grounds in his rear.

A drenching rain in the morning of the thirty-first was
Howe's excuse for postponing the attack one day more ; in

the following night "Washington, perceiving that Howe had

finished batteries and received reinf x-ements, drew back his

army to high ground above "White ± ^ains. There, at the dis-

tance of long cannon-shot, he was unapproachable in front,

and he held the passes in his rear. But under the system of

short enlistments his strength was wasting away. The militia

would soon hfive a right to go home, and did not always wait

for their discharge. " It was essential to keep up some shadow
of an army ;

" nevertheless " not a single officer was yet com-

missioned to recruit."

Thus far Howe had but a poor tale to tell ; he must do

more, or go into winter quarters in shame. Putnam had an

overweening confidence in the impregnability of Fort "Wash-

ington
; on his parting request, Greene, whose command now

included that fort, had not scrupled to increase its garrison by
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sending over between two and three hundred men The reei
ments which imd charge of its defence were chiefly Fcnnsvl'
vanians under tlie command of Colonel Magaw, who had parsed
from the bar of Philadelphia to the army.

On the last day of October, Greene wrote to Washington
for mstructions; but, ;vithout waiting for them, he again rein-
forced Magaw with the rifle regiment of Eawlings. On the
second of November, Knyphausen left New Rochelle, and
with his brigade took possession of the upper part of NewYork Island. On the fifth Howe suddenly broke up his en-
campment in front of Washington's lines and moved to Dobb's

7 \ tlf"i^f
•''' '""""^^ '^ ^"^ ^^^^^^ ^^^-^ «^"^d on the

sixth at Whi e Plains agreed unanimously to throw troops into
the Jerseys, but made no change in its former decision "to
retain Fort Washington as long as possible." That decision
rested on a resolution of congress ; to that body, thereforeWr.hmg on,on t^ie day of the council, explained the approach'
ing dissolution of his own army, and "that the enemy would
bend their force against Fort Washington and invest it imme-
diately." But "the gentry at Philadelphia loved fighting
and in their passion for brilhant actions Avith raw troops'
wished to see matters put to the hazard." Greene was pos'
sessed with the same infatuation ; when, on the sixth three
vessels passed the obstructions in the Hudson, he wrote to
Washington "that they were prodigiously shattered from the
hre of his cannon ; » and at the same time, reporting that Rail
had advanced with his column to Tubby Hook, he added:
Ihey will not be able to penetrate any farther."
Washington saw more clearly, and on the eighth he gave to

Greene his final instructions
:
" The passage of the three vessels

np the JSorth river is so plain a proof of the ineflScacy of all
the obstructions thrown into it that it will fully iustifv a
change in the disposition. If we cannot prevent vessels from
passing up, and the enemy are possessed of the surrounding
country, what valuable purpose can it answer to attempt to
hold a post from which the expected benefit cannot be had ?
I am therefore inclined to think that it will not be prudent to
hazard the men and stores at Mount Washington ; but, as you
are on the spot, I leave it to you to give such orders as to evac-

!

•*r
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uating Mount "Washington as you may judge best, an(^ so far

revoking the order given to Colonel Magaw to defend it to the

last. So far as can be collected from the various sources of

intelligonco, the enemy must design a penetration into Jersey,

and to fall down upon your post. You will therefore imme-
diately have all the stores removed which you do not deem
necessary for your defence."

On the ninth ho began his removal to the Jerseys by
sending over Putnam with five thousand troops, of which ho
was himself to take the command. On the tenth, Lee, who,
with about seven thousand five hundred continental troops and
militia, was to remain behind till all doubt respecting Howe's
movements should be over, was warned, in written orders, to

guard against surprises, and to transport all his baggage and
stores to the northward of Croton river, with this final instnic-

tion :
" If the enemy should remove the greater part of their

force to the west side of Hudson's river, I have no doubt of

your following, with all possible despatch." But to Lee the

prospect of a separate command was so alluring that ho was
resolved not to join his superior.

On the morning of the eleventh, the commandei-in-chief,

attended by Heath, Stirling, the two CHntons, Mifflin, and
others, went up the defile of the Highlands, past Forts Inde-

pendence and Clinton and the unfinished Foii; Montgomery,
as far as the island on wliich Fort Constitution commanded the

sudden bend in the river. A glance of the eye revealed the

importance of the west point, which it was now determined to

fortify according to the wish of the New York provincial con-

vention. Very early on the twelfth, Washington rode with

Heath to reconnoitre the gorge of the Highlands ; then giving

him, under written instructions, the command of the posts on

both sides of the river, with three thousand troops of Massa-

chusetts, Connecticut, and New York to secure them, he crossed

at ten o'clock, and rode through Smith's " clove " to Ilacken-

sack. His arrangements, as the events proved, were the very

best that his circumstances permitted, and he might reasonably

hope to check the progress of Howe in New Jersey at the

river.

But Greene framed measures contrary to "Washington's in-
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tentions and orders. He fell to questioning the propriety ofthe djrec .ons which he reeeived; insisted that FoTtZ^Unlton should be kept, even with the certainty of itstve^^:^ave assurance that the garrison wa. in no great conetTvabedanger, and could easily be broiml.f nff «+ .•
conceiyable

«^,..-. .,u„. .i-fc fSrir^'aZEiiSi"

of Howe to possess himself of it would fail
^

congress to intervene by an order wLinI, l»f/w i
•

'"'''""*'

authority to evaenate Fort wlhinM^n „
f^J^-gton no

a full council of gonena olfe^tLr4t^"hZ tf

'

post; Greene, the commander of the pltrhSsted that heevacuation was not only uncallod fJ k, *
"isiscea tliat the

t™ delayed to g.™ an absolute order for withdra:!;^ ^fi

ham Ilplhf?w .
.^"^'"^ ^^^'^^^^ batteries on Ford-nam Heights, Howe, m the afternoon of flm fi^f. *i

should^derrhielt tor.Tr ""^^ '""^"'' *''^' ^^^

of his repl/to r^! ^ ,'
"^'^"'"y. »<! 8ont a copy

AFnli • ^^^ Greene, who, about sunset, forwarded it toWashington, and himself soon after repaired totb. J ^On receiving the message, WashingtonTde to Fort Le .'

was crossing the river in a row-boat late night wlfen^t'ret

enough to defend themselves against the wtrBri:^'j;^!?

HP'-';

«S(
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r»>|>orto(l tliivl tlu* iv^\o\»^ \vi«n« in liif!;l» HplritH, and would do

woll. On this ri'iuiit W.isliinglon tnnuHl back with tluuii to

Fort I AH'.

Tlu' grounds which Magaw was chiU'g.Ml to <h'fcnd n<iich(Ml

(wm tho hilirt al»ovo Tnl.hy Hook to a /.igi'.ag liiu^ a litlUi

Houth of tho i>r»w>nt Trinity (vnu<trrv, a diHtancti north and

Houth of two and a lialf nuK>H, a circuit of nix or hcvou. Tho

dofciUH» of the tu»rfhj'nunoHt point of iiu> hcigiitrt ovor tho

Hudson Wiu< conunittcd to Kawhngrt with tho Maryhmd riHo

rt»gitnct>t, in which Olho HikUand WiMiiuns wan tho ncoond in

0(»inniand; tm tho HarK-ni B'nU\ IJaxtor, with ono IVnnsylvania

n'giuicnt fnun Bucks cimntv, occupii'd tho iV(hMd>t on Laurol

Hill; Miigaw rotaiuoil at. Fort Washington a Hsnail rosorvts

tho linos at tho south woro iiitrustinl solely to Colonel l.aniliort

(\ulwalador o( riiiladi'lphia, with eight hundred Pennsylvani-

ans. The interval i>f twi) miles between tho north aiul Houth

lines wiu left to oa.'^ual supplies of troops.

The Americans had to deal not only with in\n»(>nsely mi-

porior foires, but with tivason. On tho secoiul of N(»vomber,

\Villiam l>emont, a man of good powers of obsiM-vntion whom

the IMiiliidelphia oomn\ittoo »>f safety hail appointe<l Magaw's

adjiitant, deserted to l,«u-d Percy, taking with him tlu^ plans

of Fort Washington and its approaohos. Wy these Howe

pi\«paivd the assault.

A cani\onado from tlio heights of Fordlumi was kept, up

on tho sixteenth till about no*>n. Of three separate attacks,

tho nu>st ditVuMdt was made by Kr.yphauson with nearly four

thousanil iivo hundivd men. Tho brigade on tho right near-

est tho Hudson was led by llall ; another, with KnyphausoTi,

maivhed nearer the roatl toward tho gorge, otlU'crs, like tho

men, on foot. Tho high anil steep and thickly wtunlod land

was defended hv felled trees and three or four cannon. Tho

juvs;iilants, thinned by th^^ Anu>rican ritles, divw thomsolvos up

over i»cks by grasping at tivos and bushes. ICxcIted by tho

obstinacy of tho contest. Rail crietl outi " Forward, my grena-

diers, every man of you." All who had escaped tho tiro

tilunued "Hurrah!" and ]nishod forward without tiring, till

Hessians and Americans wero mixed together. Tho other

Germau column wiUJ emburnwseti by still closer thickets luid a
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»t«,p,.r l,ill„i,l„
; |„„, K,,v|,l„u,„,.„, ,,„;„^ .,„„„ f„„„.„

l.m own „.,„! ,„„| ,.,|,„„i„^. |,i„,„,|r like ll,„ „„„,„„„ ...ir*

"•"- ^1". ".••".Kl al,ta.l< „ |„.;,.,ul„ ,„„|„, ,„„,,,
(,.,„,„„„||i,

»n,un, wl,„.|, ,„ ,,.™ v,.r^ ,.„rr„w ; ll,„ fir,, of .ntskctry
I- <>vo -n.o„t l„.f,lnl,o„« w„H «o l„.„j, n,„t ,,„„ ™i,„™ i„„

tT", :,
""•'"';""; ''"'Vin,, i,, „, I ,,,i„„ ,, ,,„,„„„

'^

Imiy llaxl,.r Ml vvl.il., „„„„,„,,p-„„ ,,,„ ,„„„
''"""'™

p n,n,M,lu, l„.,,,|„„, |..„,.y„l„.„,,,„| |,i„ ^..My.„J Z^
'V

;«'-"7'.»™;' «„,d to llo».„ tl,,!;, ho l,a,l came a„

.11 . llou-0 „nl,„v, U,n.o .vKi,,,,.,,,., ,„„,„ ,;„,„„„, j,jj
-;

'" l'""l '• 11." r,,„- of (!,ul,val.ulor'« li„„„; (;a,Iwala,l,.r fro 1 iln.-y «,„ty for.,,, ,K„„.,„„, „„„ ,„„„,„„/ „,„,
;*'

,;.
™ '

;
-io.., wl,o 0,1 ,,!,„ way i„ |,„a,., w„,^ fir,„| t,,„„ J i

*;
.

(l"Mv.'.lc'.-, .u„I af,,,.r lan,li„K n„,l„r „„vor of a hoavyca.m
"'"

'™;; ''"'"-m IIoi«l,f,K, tl„,y ,.,„,,„nt..ro,l „ galknt "i .

.u«l follow.,! I,y two „tl,..r r,.«i„,„„ta, thoy l,..(,an to nrc« !

;:,;;;:" ;;.:;:;,:,
:"",'•

'''; """"" "•"•"« ''""^'' •-'-" '-
H« („,,wal,.,l. • l„„| :,„,.|,oi.„ hut to retreat l,y a r.,a,l near

tlie Ihulson to K,rt Washington. y » "wa near

While thiH ,v,u. K.,!„j; „n, tho Hessians at the north, olam-
1»'. "K .>ver fell.,1 tre,.s a,„l snnnonnting roeky hei.rhts J^Z
0.. he An,..ri.,.ns, who in nnn.her were' h„t rZr/S '

or
fiv, Uawhn,. „„,! (,tl,„ Williams were wonn.l.,d

; tho arm,o the r,( ,,„e„ j,r,.w foni fron, „s„
; „„ they retire,!, liall t™ih.» U-'puh pushcl n,,war.I an,l „nwar.l, ,„„I, whe , with n a

,':;:s'tT;r
"' "•" ^'"•'•«"' »«'i>'- ofVena<iior, ;itiH nnnons

,, the p.rnson to m.rrender as prisoners of war, all

«w ;?;
'"• "'''*^'%""'' "'" «"»- tl-ir swords. m1

t.o", hnt ohta,ncd o.Jy a h,df-h„ur. From necessity ho surron-

! I
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dercd the i)laco to Knypliausen. The honors of the day be-

longed to the llesrians and the Highlanders ; Hall and Sterling

were distinguished in general orders ; the fort took Knyphau-

Ben's name.

The killed and wounded of the German troops alone were

more than three hundred and fifty, with those of the British,

more than live hundred. The Americans lost in the field not

abov^e one hundred and forty-nine ; but thay gave up valuable

artillery and some of their best arms, and the captives ex-

ceeded two thousand six hundred, of whom one half were well-

trained soldiers. Greene, to whose rashness the disaster was

due, would never assume his share of responsibility for it. The

grief of Washington was sharpened by self-reproach for not

having instantly, on his return from the inspection of the

"Highlands, countermanded the orders of the general officer of

the post ; but he never excused himself before the world by

throwing the blame on another ; ho never suffered his opinion

of Greene to be confused ; and he interpreted his orders to

that officer as having given the largest discretion which their

language could be strained to warrant.

.11

ir i
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CHAPTER yr.

WASnmOTON's retreat TIIROUOII the JER3ET8.

IfovEMBER 17-December 13, 177G.

Eaml Cornwallis took tlie command in New Jersey. Hffl
fir^t object was Fort Lee, which lay on the narrow riL b^tween the Hudson and Hackensack rivers. Drop after dfL ofsorrow waa fast falling into the cup of WashingC &
seventeenth of Kovember he gave orders to Leetith h.^divL
ion to jom lum, but the orders were wilfully slighted. InZfollowing weeks they were repeated consLtly, mixed wthrea^omng and entreaty, and were always disobeyed with stol d

ilwn Tf '"^'r"';
^'"^'^^^ ^* ^^' ^"^^^^ t^^ states

berty to enlist men for the war, or for three years; and, after
heir own delay had destroyed every hope of g;od r'esu^ 3from the experiment, they forwarded to Wasliington blank
commissions which he might fill up.

In the night of tlie nineteenth' two battalions of Hessian
grenadiers two companies of ypgers, and the eight battalions
of the Enghsh reserve, at lea.t five thousand men, marched uphe east side of the Hudson, and the next morning, about day^
break, crossed with their artillery to Closter landing, five miles
a ove Fort Lee. Greene had placed on the post nSther gulrdnor watch, being certain in his own mind that the Britishwould not make their attack by that way; so that the nimble
e men were unmolested a. they dragged the cannon for near

m Lit 7 *^^^«rr«W' ^teep, rocky road, to the top of the
pahsades. Receivmg a report of the near approach of theenemy, Greene sent an express to the commander-in-chief, and
having ordered his troops under arms, took to flight with
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more than two thousand men, leaving blankets and baggage

except what his few wagons could bear away, a large amount

of provisions, camp-kettl s on the fire, above four hundred

tents standing, and all his cannon except two twelve-pounders,

but no miliary stores.* With his utmost speed he barely

escaped being cut off ; but Washington, first ordering Grayson,

his aide-de-camp, to renew the summons for Lee o cross the

river, gained the bridge over the Ilackensack by a rapid

march, and covered the retreat of the garrison, so tliat less

than ninety stragglers were taken prisoners. The mam body

of those who escaped were without tents, or blankets, or camp

utensils, but such as they could pick up as they went along.

To prevent being hemmed in on the narrow peninsula be-

tween the Hackensack and Passaic rivers, which meet m New-

ark bay, orders were given on the twenty-first for moving

beyond the Passaic. The governor of New Jersey was remind-

ed that the enlistment of the flying camp belonging to tha

state, Pennsylvania, and Maryland was near expiring, so that

the ^nemy could be stopped only by the immediate uprising

of the ndUtia. At Newark, where Washington arnved on

the night of the twenty-second, he maintained himself for

five dfys, devising means to cove, the coimtry, and awai^

ing the continental force unaer Lee and volunteers of New

'^^'on the twenty-third he sent Peed, who was a native o:^

New Jersey, to the legislature of that state then at Burlington,

and Mifflin to congress. Keed, who had been charged to cor.

vey to the New Jersey government "a perfect idea of th

critical situation of affairs, the movemems of the enemy, and

the absolute necessity of further and immediate exertions

shrinking from further duty, returned his commission to he

priidenf of congress; but a cold rebuke from Washingtoii

drove him, at the end of four days, to retract his resignation

though he could not overcome his reluctance at "followmg

the wretched remains of a broken army." f

Congress called on the associators in Philadelphia and 1

nearest four counties to join the army, if but for six months

,

Greene to Governor Cooke, 21 Deecmbor 1776, in Force, iii., 1242, 1248.

4 A P.cply to General J, Keed'a Remarks, 10, IS, 21.
^
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begged blankets and woollen stockings for tl,» ...i^-
wrote North and South for troops afd" Tht

^''"^
Pennsylvania was panJyzed by dLnt,^ Z^i ,,

^ °*

tntlon; but Mifflin enccessfuIl/adZld tl n
°«''.™'^-

safety and the new a^embly
; wXedtd """""""f

"*

city militia; with KttenhiL;e in tTe elr .nT'^""'"«^ 'assembly and council of safetv ;„ „7 7 ' ?^ *'"' ^^"^"^

answe«d by acclJations. All Xs whilT he BritYt™were writing home from New Yorr "LoS p
'''''

f'""

carrying all before him i„ ti, r
™ Connvallis is

the conlqnencTf t" Lt"'T;.^r "'"^* ^°™ ''«

ad.anced g„.rd of Corn::^r;each^ tw^ttfit^loft by the rear of the Americans ' ^ '*™
eJ:g'o7rtet;:i:h:htr"dTr'^^ - ^''

though importuned d»ilv !,T' f-
'""'

'"'^P''^"- I*«.

on the cast':f S;^;"^;^: 'rTT " ''^^' ""^""^

the efforts of congress^re ^S' ?^,°° g"™™"'"*;
governor of NewSev to it^f 7 T'',"''

^eal of the

notbringintothetTdrf:^^::^;"'"!;^.^!:"^^^^^^^^

sure irom false estimates cf his streno-fli t« .

sympathy from William T,\.-n ? l^ "^ expressions of
J • „ . ,

^'^ "^lam Hvmgston he answered- "TttiMi^ *
despair." As he wrote these words, on the Tas^^^daV of^ber, he was nartinff witb tl,^ -kt \ "" "^ "ay ot J>fovem-

of safety tZl" 1^7 "^
*''™'° °* '"'' """"""te^

i,w«
J „„ a^y xLuurew Allen, who

UL



84 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITU FRANCE. eimv.;ou.vi.

ti
i 'i .1.

'

I

41: I

i! !

:

had been a member of the continental congress, and two of

bis brotbers—all confident of being soon restored to tbeir for-

mer fortunes and political importance. Even Jobn Dickinson

for two or tbroo niontbs longer refused to accept* from Delar

ware an appointment to tbo congress of tbo United States.

The convention of Maryland on tbo tentb of November f au-

thorized its delegates to concur in the decisions of tbo major-

ity of congress.

On the other band, Scbuyler detached from the northern

army to Washington's aid seven continental regiments of

Now England, who owed service to tbo end of the year.

Wayne, the commander at Ticonderoga, bunied to go "to the

assistance of poor Yfasbington." Trumbull of Connecticut

said for its people and for himself: "Wo are determined to

maintain our cause to the last extremity."

The fate of America was trembling in the scale, when the

Howes rashly divided tbeir forces. Two Englisli and two

Hessian brigades, under the command of Clinton, assisted by

Earl Tcrcy and Prescott, passed through the sound in seventy

transports, and, on the seventh of December, were convoyed

into the harbor of Newport by eleven shii)8-of-war. Tbo island

of llhode Island could offer no resistance ; and for its useless

occupation a large number of troops were kept unemployed all

the next three years.

On the first of December, just as Washington was leaving

Brunswick, he renewed his urgency with Lee :
" The enemy

mean to push for Philadelphia. I must entreat you to hasten

your march, or your arrival may he too late.' On the evening

of that day Cornwallis entered Brunswick. WaBhington, iw

ho retreated, broke down a part of the bridge over the Rari-

tan, and a sharp cannonade took place across the river, in

which it is remembered that an American battery was com-

manded by Alexander Hamilton. With but three thousand

me , be marched by night to Princeton. Leaving Stirling and

twelve hundred men at that place to watch the motions of the

enemy, ho went with the rest to Trenton, where he found time

* Cffisar Rodney to Thomas Rodney, 23 December 1770. Force, Fifth Series,

lii., 1870. John Dickinson to George Read, 20 and 22 January 1777. Uobcrt

Morris to John Jav, 12 .Tanuarv 1777. MSS. i Force, Fifth Series, iti., 179.
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to counsel congress how to provide resouroos W f i

of the next year. Havinff transWli campaign

beyond tl.e DelawareTo facS .t ! /,' ^T'^' ""^ '''''''

h't for service. BuT on tJ^ «' .1 n""'"^
'"'^ *'"^I^« ^ ^^^^

Howe and noarly^^r^:^^^^^^^^^
^^f/'.^

^^
on liis way to Princeton m„t ,i,«

'"»n "oops. Washington,

treating befo^ a S;i;lr';t ^^r' 1 '"^'"^ -
with hi, ar,„y to T.Ln ^n^ct::; ho Dd "wl^'Tf

"

t:;ri;i:!-ri:rsfrf'^--

«oo the last of tirmdl ';f
"' '^'^"'™ J"^' '" «"» ^

co„ld not fo lo,^ for wliSH *,'' "™''- "'^ =™^
every boat on tl. il: ^t^ it' r^^S" Z"

^"•'"'''

miles.
tributaries for seventy

and jom linn with all possible expedition, adding "DoZon
;
your arrival without delay niav bo iCT^ ' .

""

in<r a citv " Info „f • i . ^ ^ *"^ "^^^"» of preserv-ing a City. Late at night arrived an evasive answer

^U

in
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spending, ran thus: "You iiavo decision, a quality often want-

ed in minds otherwise vahiable. Oli, General, an indecisive

mind is one of the greatest misfortunes that can befall an

army; how often have I lamented it this campaign 1" Loo

greedily inhaled the flattery of the man who professed to ho

tho friend of Washington, and on tho twenty-fourth wrote

back : " My dear Reed, I lament with you that fatal indecision

of mind wliich in war is a much greater disqualification than

stupidity, or even want of personal courage." Before the end

of the month this answer, having outwardly the form of an

official despatch, fell under the eye of Washington.

On the second and third of December the division of Leo

passed over the Hudson; but not to join Waslnngton : he

claimed to bo " a general detached to make an important diver-

sion," and ho was bent on making his detachment larger than

that of tho commander-in-chief. lie demanded of Heath in

tho Highlands tho transfer of his best regiments, having first

said to him :
" I will and must be obeyed ;

" but tho honest

officer refused, producing his instructions. At Haverstraw, on

tho fourth of December, he intercepted and incorporated into

liis own division the three thousand men whom Schuyler had

sent from the northern aruiy to tho relief of Washington.

From Pompton, on the seventh, he despatched a French officer

of no merit and ignorant of English to command tho troops

collected for tho defence of Rhode Island ; and in a letter to the

governor of that state he sneered at Washington aa destitute of

tho qualities which " alono constitute a general." From Mor-

ristown ho announced to Richard Henry Lee and Rush, the

committee of congress, that it was not his intention " to join

the army with Washington." From Chatham ho hurried off

orders to Heath to send him three regiments just arrived from

Ticonderoga, without loss of time, saying :
" I am in hopes

here to reconquer the Jerseys."

On the twelfth his division marched with Sullivan eight

miles only to Vealtown ; but Lee, with a small guard, proceeded

three or four miles nearer the enemy, who were but eighteen

miles off, and passed the night at White's tavern at Basking-

ridge. The next morning he lay in bed till eight o'clock.

On rising, he wasted two hours with Wilkinson, a messenger
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CITArTER VTT.

TUKNTON.

DKrKMUKlt 11 2(5, 1770.

Thf British posts on tho onstorn sitU> of the Dolivwnro drew

ixonv to riiiljulolphiiv ; rumor rcporttnl ships-of-war in tho bay

;

tho wivi>8 and children of tho inhabitants woro eseapinfj; with

thoir papers and property ; and tiie e»>ntagi()n of panic broke

out in congress. 0\\ the eleventh of l)eeend)er they called on

tho states to appoint, each for itsi>lf, a day of fiistinsjf and hu-

miliation; on tho twelidi, after advice fi*om l*utniun and Mif-

llijj, thev voted to adiourn to Baltimore. It is on record that

Sanuiel Adams, whom . I etfei-son hiu^ described as "exceeded by

no man in con^rt^ss for dei>th of purpose, zeal, and saj^jacity,''

inastenni by onthusiiism and excitement which ^row with ad-

versity, vehementiy opposed a ivmoval. II is speech has not

been ]>ivserved, but its purport nuvy be n\u\ in his letters of

tho time :
" A cause so just and inteivstin<jj to numkind, I

trust that my dear New Kn«::lnnd will maintain at tho expense

of evervthinij dear to them in life. If this citv should be sur-

ivnden>d, I should by no means des}>air. Hritain will strain

every nervo to subjugate America next year. Our atTaire

abn^atl wear a promisiuii: aspect, but I conjmv you not to de-

pend tw) mnch npon foreign aid. Let America exert her own

strength, and IIo who cannot bo inditfeivnt to her righteous

cause will even work miracles, if necessary, to establish her feet

upon a rock."

Putnam promised in no event to burn the city which ho

was char«riHi to defend to the last extremity, and would not

allow any ouo to remain an idle spectator of tho contest, " per-
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would not hood tho fiu<ijj];ostion. llenowinn; Ins advico at part-

ing, on tho morning o^ tho fourteenth Donop niarehod out

with his brigade to tind quarters ehiolly at Jiordentown and

lilackhoi-80, till Hurlington, which lies low, should bo protected

from tho American row-galleys by heavy cannon. On tho

Bixtccnth it was rumored that Washington with a largo forco

hovered on tho right flank of Kail ; but, in answer to Donop's

reports of that day and tho next, (Irant wrote :
" I am certain

tho rebels no longer have any strong corps on this side of tho

river ; tho story of Washington's crossing tho Delaware at this

season of the year is not to be believed." " Let them come,"

Baid Rail ; " what need of intrenchments ? Wo will at them

with the bayonet.'" At all alarms he set troops ivi motion, but

not from a})prehen8ion of tho mouldering army of tho rebels.

His delight was in martial music ; and for him tho hautboys

at tho main guard could never play too long, lie was constant

at parade ; and, to give tho as[)ect of great importance to his

comnuind, all oilicers and under-officers were obliged to appear

at his (piartora on tho relief of tho sentries and of the pickets.

Cannon, whicdi should have been in position for defence, stood

in front of his door, and every day were escorted through the

town. He was not seen in the morning until nine, or even ten

or eleven ; for every night ho indulged in late carousals. So

passed his twelve days of command at Trenton ; and they were

the proudest and happiest of his life.

" No man was ever over vhelmed by greater difficulties, or

had less means to extricate himself from them," than Wash-

ington ; but tho atllictions wiich tried his fortitude carried

with them an inspiring virtue. Wo have his own assurance

that in all this period of doepett gloom his hope and coufidenco

never faltered.

On tho fourteenth of !• cember, believing that Howe was

on his way to New York, ho resolved, as soon as ho could be

joined by the troops under Lee,* " to attempt a stroke upon the

forces of the enemy, which lay a good deal scattered, and to all

appearance in a state of security." Meantime, he obtained ex-

act accounts of New Jersey and its best military positions, from

* Washinfrton to Trumbull, etc., 12 and 14 December 1776, in Force, iii., 1186

and 121Q, and Washington to Gates, Force, iii., 1216.

1
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ORtAto to forfiMt, llio incstituahlo McHHingH of libcM'ty iit Htuko,

and a lifo dovotiMl, must \w my oxtMwo."

On tho twonty-fojirth ho ri'suniod Imh wtirninRH : "Tlin olv

ptncli's whicli lisivo avini>n to tho raiwing of tho now avniy from

tho modo of appointin/.'j ollicors inthico mo to hopo that, if con-

piVHrt ro8(dvo on an a<hlitional nnnd)or of hattaliotm, thc^y will

doviHo Homo othi>r ruK< by which tho oI11ooj*h, oHiH'oially tho

tiold-ollloorH, Hhouhl \w a|)pointod. Many of tho host havo

boon noglootod, and thoso of litthi worth and h>HH oxporionco

put in thoir phicon or promotod ovor thoir hoadw."

On tho Hatno day (Iroono wroto, in snpport of tho now poli-

cy : "I am far froM\ thinking tho Amorioan oatiHo (U>Hporato,

vot I conooivo it to ho in a oritioal situation. To remedy evils,

tho goniM-al shouhl iiavo power to appoint otHoorrt to etdist at

hirgo. There never WiU* a man that might ho more safely

trusted, nor a time when thoi-o was a louder eall." Congress

had failed to raiso troops by recpiisitions on tho states; loavo

was now asked to reeruit and organixo two-and-twiM»ty battal-

ions for tho genend si'rvieo under tho direct authority of tho

union.

On tlio twentieth, (Jates and Sullivan arrived at headcpiar-

tera. (lates was followed by live hundrotl elTectivo men, who

wen.' all that ivmained of four New r'ngland regiments ; but

these few were sure to bo well led, for Stark of New llamp-

shiro was their oldest otlicer. Sullivan brought Lee's division,

with which he had crossed tho Delaware at Easton.

No time was lost in preparing for tho surprise of Trenton.

Counting all tho troops from headquarters to Bristol, includ-

intr tho detachments which canio with (tates and Sullivan and

the militia of rennsylvania, tho army was reported at no moro

than six thousand two hundred nu?n, and there were in fact

not so manv bv twelve or fourteen lr,n\dred. " Our numbers,"

said Washington, " are less than I had any eonce])tion of; hut

necessity, dire necessity, will, nay nnist, justify an attack."

On tho twentv-third he wroto for the watchword :
" Viotokv or

PEATU." But the men who had been with Leo were so cast

down and in want of everything that tho plan could not be

riiwncd before Christmas night.

Washiugtou ajiproved the detention at Morristown of six
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pecting that, after driving away tho small American force

from Mount Holly, where he received a wound in tho head,

he remained at that post to administer the oath of allegiance

to the dejected inhabitants, and to send forward a party to

Cooper's creek, opposite Philadelphia.

European confidence in tho success of tho British was at

its height. " Franklin's troops have been beaten by those of

the king of England," wrote Voltaire ;
" alas ! reason and lib-

erty are ill received in this world." Vergennes, indeed, saw

the small results of the campaign ; and, in reply to mmors favor-

able to the rebels, Stormont would say that he left thcl' njfu-

tation to General Howe, whose answer would be as complete a

one as ever was given. At Casscl, IIowo was called another

Coesar, who came and saw and conquered. In England, some

believed Franklin had fled to France as a runaway for safety,

others to offer terms. The repeated successes had fixed or con-

verted " ninety-nine in one hundred." Burke never expected

serious resistance from the colonies. " It is the time," said

Rockingham, " to attempt in earnest a reconciliation with

America." Lord North thought that Cornwalh's would sweep

the American army before him, and that the first operations

of the coming spring would end the quarrel.

At New York, where all was mirth and jollity, Howe met

the messenger who, in return for the victory on Long Island,

brought him encomiums from the minister and honors from the

king. The young English ofiicers were preparing to amuse

themselves by the performance of plays at the theatre for the

benefit of the widows and children of sufferers by the war.

The markets were well supplied, bailb were given to satiety,

and the dulness of evening parties was disi-vlled by the faro-

table, where subalterns competed with their superiors and

ruined themselves by play, Howe fired his sluggish nature

by wine and good cheer ; his mistress spent his money prodi-

gally, but the continuance of the war promised him a great

fortune. The refugees grumbled because Lord Howe would

not break the law by suffering them to fit out privateers ; and

they envied the floods of wealth which poured in upon him

from his eighth part of prize-money on captures made by his

squadron. As the fighting was over, Comwallis sent his bag-
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and Moylan, wlio set off on liorseback to overtake Washington

and share the honors of the day, became persuaded that no at-

tempt could be made in such a storm, and stopped on the road

for shelter.

Superior impulses acted upon Washington and his devoted

soldiers. From his wasted troops he could muster but twenty-

four hundred men strong enough to be his companions; but

they were veterans and patriots, chiefly of New England,

Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Among his general officers were

Greene and Mercer and StirUng and Sullivan; of field-officers

and others, Stark of New Hampshire, Hand of Pennsylvania,

Glover and Knox of Massachusetts, Webb of Connecticut,

Scott and William Washington and James Monroe of Vir-

ginia, and Alexander Hamilton of New York. At three in

the afternoon they began their march, each man carrying three

days' provisions and forty rounds; and with eighteen field-

pieces they reached Mackonlcey's ferry just as twihght began.

The swift and full current was ImrUng along masses of ice.

At the water's edge the mariners of Marblehead stepped for-

ward to man the boats. Just then a letter came from Eeed,

announcing that no help was to be expected from Putnam or

the troops at Bristol ; and AVashington, at six o'clock, wrote

this note to Cadwalader : " Notwithstanding the discouraging

accounts I have received from Colonel Reed of what might

be expected from the operations below, I am determined, as

the night is favorable, to cross the river and make the attack

on Trenton in the morning. If you can do nothing real, at

least create as great a diversion as possible." Hardly had these

^vords been sent when Wilkinson joined the troops " whose

route he had easily traced by the blood on the snow from the

feet of the men who wore broken shoes." He dehvered a

letter from General Gates. "From General Gates!" said

Washington; "where is he?" "On his way to congress,"

rephed Wilkinson. Washington had only given him a reluc-

tant consent to go as far as Philadelphia.

At that hour an American patrol of twenty or thirty men,

led by Captain Andersoix to reconnoitre Trenton, made a sud-

den attack upon the post of a Hessian subaltern, and wounded

five or six men. The alarm was sounded, the Hessian brigade
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victory. Washington's party began tho battle with an attack

on the outermost picket on the Pennington road
;
the men

with Stark, who led the van of SulUvan's party, gave three

cheers, and with tho bayonet rushed upon the enemy's picket

near the river, A company came out of the barracks to pro-

tect the patrol ; but, astonished at tho fury of the charge, they

all includng the yagers, fled in confusion, escaping across the

As'sanpink, followed by the dragoons and the party which was

posted near tho river bank. Washington entered the to^vn by

King and Queen streets, now named after Warren and Greene

;

Sullivan moved by the river-road into Second street, cuttmg

off the way to the Assanpink bridge ; and both divisions pushed

forward with such equal ardor as never to suffer the Hessians

to form completely. The two cannon which stood in front

of Rail's quarters were from the first separated from the regi-

ment to which they belonged. The Americans were coming

into line of battle, when Rail made his appearance, received a

report, rode up in front of his regiment, and cried out
:
« For-

ward, march; advance, advance," reeling in. the saddle like

one not yet recovered from a night's debauch. Before his

own regiment could form in the street a party pushed on

rapidly and dismounted its two cannon, with no injury but

sHght wounds to Captains William Washington and James

Monroe. Under Washington's own direction. Forest's Amen-

can battery of six guns was opened upon two regiments at a

distance of less than three hundred yards. His position was

near the front, a little to the right, a conspicuous mark for

musketry; but he remained unhurt, though his horse was

wounded under him. The moment for breaking through the

Americans was lost by Rail, who drew back the Lossberg regi-

ment and his own, but without artillery, into an orchard east

of the town, as if intending to reach the road to Princeton by

turning Washington's left. To check this movement, Hand's

regiment was thrown in his front. By a quick resolve the

passage might still have been forced ; but the Hessians had

been plundering ever since they landed in the country; and,

loath to leave behind the wealth which they had amassed, they

urged Rail to recover the town. In the attempt to do so, his

*^»^« ^„» AtA-c^an i^v tlifl imnfitnous charsre of the Americans
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farther back than beforp- Im r^^. t,« i*

ball
;
and tl,o two rerimeite wJ^ "^f" T"^' ^^ « "">*<*»•

surrounded. EidinfupTw!!? ""f" T^-^'^ '"'<' "'"o^'

port. "Sir, the Il<^fZt7:^^::,y'^X<^T ^^
regiment, which had been ordered™ elver rt, fl

^W'""'™
roach the Assanpink bi-!<!„„ ti , " *™''' "i^™ 'o

e,.t of the town fbutS tt?^^ "f'
'^'"^ ™ ""= «"*•

non from the u^^r^'t^^lZ Z'''^T'"^
'""'' ''° ^'"'

side, and, after a v in aufZ^^'f '"ff
^"ardcd on each

rendered to Lord Stirling onZ!iv . " "™H they sui.

and thoir private L^r ""f'''"""^
'"'^"'"S *«^ ^^^'^

cana lost not one mn^sted 'rT T' '" *'™'' "'^ ^'x^"'

dred and ei^ty-two of\ ril2^ ? '°''"'"^-
^''^ ''™-

Trenton escaped, abfutVv IT- "' ™''™° ^^'•<' '"

dentown; one hundred an^^n"."*"' *^« "^^^ t" Bo'-

aevente«n were
.S '

^1 th ItTSj:'" "^ "'""''"'

'

i-und.d and forty-aix in nulnbeTwel^,:;''™-''. -"o
whom eeventy-cight were wounded tLT ?^'""^' "^

twelve hund^ small-arms, si^'tss fi:,dtr;rof^1t™ were twelvc-pout^de., and al, the stao^Vthl rf!

n,and::i:;:iiet'nr:v':V"'r ^'™° "^^ «—

-

mgton, "as if he meSt'^ZtTJ'""^ ™''''*'l ^^'«'-

but, I assure you, thT^er ,^nlf"«
^"^

i"'
'"'"'^ '" "^ ^

.1.0 plan and L;uti::tvffuTlr'^gZ' ,1°7^ "^ '"

comiums as myself " TIip mn.f , 4; i i^ ,
^ * *^ ^^^^ ^n-

Until thatLTr\he WeT r/r rV'r ^" "^^ ^^^^^*^-

a djing flame. '^^Lu the T^ I . 1
*'? ^^*°^ ^^^^'^^^^ like

prases of the Pennsvlv^nTI Z dehverance," wrote the

lord George G:::^J^:it'tz:a zt:""'^'''''
^^'

at Trenton." That victory t,!rn.H ft ^ . """^^P?^ ^^^^'

the morning. ^ ""^"^ *^" '^^^^^ «f death int«
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CHAPTER VIII.

AWaANl'INK AJ^n rUINOICTON.

Dkckmbku 20, ITTO Januauy 1777.

Aftfu Biiutcliing rcfrcshnuMits from tlio cnptnrcd Rtoros,

tlio victorious troops, worn out by coUl, rain, nmnv, atul Htonn

tho cbargo of nearly a thouwind pviHoucrH, and tho want of

Hloep, set olT again in .loot driven by a nortb-east wmd and,

passing anotlier terrible nigbt at tbc ferry, recrossod tbo Dela-

ware. Ibit Stirling and one balf of tbe Boldiers were disabled,

and two men wcro frozen to deatb.
^

Up to tbis time congress bad left on tbcir journals tbo

Buo-gcstion tbat a reunion witb (ireat liritain niigbt bo the

consoqncnco of a delay in France to declare in tboir favor;

at Baltimore, before the victory at Trenton was known, it WiiB

voted to « assure foreign courts tbat tbe congress and people

of America are determined to maintain their indcpendcnco at

all events " Treaties of commerce were to be oifered to Frus-

8ia, to Viemia, and to Tuscany ;
their intervention was in-

voked to prtwent Russian or CJerman troops from serving

against tbo United States, and a sketch was drawn for an of-

fensive alliance with Franco and Spain against Great Britain.

Tbo independenco which tbe nation pledged its faith to

other countries to maintain could bo secured only through the

army. On tbo twenty-sixth of December tbo urgent letters of

Wivshington and Greene were read in congress, and referred

to Richard Henry Leo, AVilson, and Samuel Adams
;
and, on

tbo next day, " congress having maturely considered tbo present

crisis, and baving perfect reliance on tbe wisdom, vigor, and up-

. 1 . .e fy \,_„i -lAT-v'^nv-^'^n " ro'^<^1^"''<^ tbiit. in addition to
nghtncBs oi ucucrai tt aoiiui^ivii, »< •
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tlio v.\<rhty.o\(r\it battalions to ho fnrniHluvI hv thn c« . .

ho nn^ht hiu.Hclf, aH the gcMu-rJo tl 1 flnr, Sw '"'^
or,ani^o, and ofHcor nixtoen h ,2u1 f ^^^J'T''

"'"'

H.MM1 h-gJit J.orBonu.n, three n.^ruen c

''

n
^' T '^'""

all «nicom un,lo,- H,o ran „f „ " '''""'' "'"' "'"I"""'

.1.0 pcr,.,i.Jio„ t„ tl,o ^tu "l t„ clr 'T '^"'"*^ ""'^

co„l,l, a national incvafo "f J;, "'
»";',,'"-g"-f;

if l-

n iniml that as the sword was tlio last resort for tlie nro

the di.saftectod whom Jie rcfoivn,! n„fi u .
•^'

clr c, ,.ou,. A„th«rity vv,« given to the comJiJo,Z

t

ranco to bornnv t^-o million po,m,], rtorling at buZIZfor ton yea,.; vigorous and »peody p„ni„I,™f„; "^rSiZ-ed for sucli as should refiisn in r-Lr.- ^i .

"''^cct-

rencv ind "fivn ir .
''''''''' *^" continental cnr-

e.s :.f tJiitrrtLitxr- "^r, \r- 1,0 p.p,^, ..„„„ington ,™ .eft'tuiJr;;^

an;^:t:n:j;tAc:;t:nt

-P ua. i,„nop, on hearing ot tl,c defeat of Itall, bad precipi-
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tately retreated by way of Crosswicks and Allentown to Prince-

ton, abandoning his stores and bis sick and wounded at Bor-

dentown, and leaving Burlington to be occupied by the de-

tachment unde' Cadwalader.

Washington on the twenty-seventh communicated to Cad-

walader his scheme for driving the enemy to the extremity of

New Jersey. Intending to remain on the east side of the

Delaware, he wrote urgent letters to Macdougall and Maxwell

to collect troops at Morristown ; for, said he, " if the militia

of Jersey will lend a hand, I hope and expect to rescue their

country." To Heath, who was receiving large reinforcements

from New England, he sent orders to render aid by way of

llackensack. Through Lord Stirling he entreated the gover-

nor of New Jersey to convene the legislature of that state, and

make the appointments of their officers according to merit.

He took thought for the subsistence of the troops, which, when

they should all be assembled, would form a respectable force.

On the twenty-ninth, while his army, reduced nearly one half

in effective numbers by fatigue in the late attack on Trenton,

was again crossing the Delaware, he announced to congress his

purpose " to pursue the enemy and try to beat up more of their

quarters, and, in a word, in every instance, adopt such meas-

ures as the exigency of our affairs requires and our situation

will justify." On the thirtieth he repaired to Trenton, and

to the officer commanding at Morristown he wrote :
" Be in

readiness to co-operate with me." * A part of his troops and

artillery, impeded by ice, did not get over till the next day,

and on that day the term of enlistment of the eastern regi-

ments came to an end. To these veterans the conditions which

Pennsylvania allovr^ed to her undisciplined volunteers were of-

fered, if they would serve six weeks longer ; and with one

voice they gave their word to remain, f The pajTnaster was

out of money, and the public credit was exhausted. Washing-

ton pledged his own fortune, as did other officers, especially

* Washinf^ton to the officer commanding at Morristown. Trenton, 30 Decem-

ber 1776. Sparks's Washington, iv., 253.

f Gordon, ii., 898, writes : " Near one half went off before the critical mo-

ment." This is not correct. The critical days were January 1, ?, 3, in which

they all rendered the most essential service.
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while it can be djne ; wTare UowTm,' '
'""""' "<""=>'

Every lover of his country 1st swlr" Tr™*" "'^'*-

occasion. No time is to beTosf"
"^'^ "l""" ^™"' ""

At Quebec that last day of December waa kept as a ..„oral thanlcsgiving for the delivemnce of cCla. the T^'

Lmbl/broke ot-il^'Cd'^^r flTed- ^ ""'"^^'^

English to his praise. He dr™k Tn tbeT V '""^ *"

.otd^aming that Germain t^^^.:!^^^

.0 h^'ousfir PhnadeTMa
"°° ''•*"' '^°^™ -"' f-» house

horrowmoL; o t^"'7rf ^T!.'
*^°'" '"^-^ ''^"s to

i*on «ty th^ousafdllC^^^," mel^^'^r.^

=„3ci:-etrfo£7-?i^^^^^^^

upon tlie Americans with the floirpr nf +i.^ d v t

"^^^^^ea

as Washington had expected » 7h7.t
'"' '"°^' J""'

more than five thousand British and'JsS'^S
* Washington to congress, 6 Januarj I'j'j'j,
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;'in

Eun tliey fell upon Hand and Lis riflemen, who continued to

dispute every step of I'is progress. At Sliabbakonlc creek,

troops secreted within the wood on the flanks of the road

embarrassed them for two hours. On the hill less than a mile

above Trenton they were confronted by about six hundred

musketeers and two skilfully managed field-pieces, supported

by a detachment under Greene. This party, when attacked

by artillery, withdrew in good order.

At four in the afternoon "Washington took command of

the rear of the army, and, while Comwallis sought to outflank

him, detained the British until those of his own army who

had passed the Assanpink gained time to plant tlieir cannon

beyond the rivulet. The enemy, as they advanced, were wor-

ried by musketry from houses and barns. Their attempt to

force the bridge was repulsed. The Americans had all safely

passed over; the Assanpink could not be forded without a

battle, for beyond it stood the main body of the American

army, silent in their ranks and already protected by batteries.

Late as it was in the day, Simcoe advised at once to pass over

the Assanpink to the right of " the rebels " and bring on a

general action ; and Sir William Erskine feared that, if it were

put off, Washington might get away before morning. But

the sun was nearly down ; the night threatened to be foggy

and dai-k ; the British troops were worn out with skirmishes

and a long march over heavy roads ; the attitude of the Ameri-

can army was imposing. CornwalUs sent messengers in all haste

for the brigade at Maidenhead, and for two of the three regi-

ments at Princeton, and put off the fight till the next morn-

ing. The British army, sleeping by their fires, bivouacked

on the hill above Trenton, whilo their pickets were pushed

forward along the Assanpink, to watch the army of Washing-

ton. Confident in their vigilance, the general officers took

tlieir repose.

Not so Washington. From his slow retreat through the

Jerseys, and his long halt in the first week of December at

Trenton, he knew the by-ways leading out of the place, and

the roads to Brunswick, where the baggage of the British

troops was deposited. He first ascertained by an exploring

party that the path to Princeton on the south side of the As-

i
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as,nallg„ard for Tnk l*':!^™!?I/'V'''"'"^''
''"'

out tho plan which hart „vi7t ?• "° therefore followed

doeiding'^to r^„ r nI jllt '° T™ *""" ""^ ''">'' "^ ^s
of Com^am, ove^heZfe^^PSr' *" "'? *° '^f'

if possible to Bmnswiek or if ti

^"'"='''"'' "nd Push on

to Lk tho high« '

Jl'
"! "r ^"'^' of P™»i'.

of tho creek into the Princeton road " + tL "
,

'""^

the north-west; tho woati,,., 7 1 , , ! ™ "'"'' ™'''^ ^
by-mad, latel/difficuTfo „rtn?^"'^

^'^'"' °'''''' "'"' «<>

Guards we,« left to Clolh « ?' ™ ""^ ^'•"'™ ^'"^'>-

flamed along the ASn^nfft^^orZ rTf''""''=r'""''t^o drows, J^ritish night-watch surS nlitg " "'"''' '""^

* ^""''^'s Kcyspicle grosser Hcldcn Panhi ,

visilanco, and judgmcnt.ls a great autlLitv a ,'

""' ' "''^" °' "Pnghtnes..

t The Narrative of Major-General St i^
'*'"' P'^^''"*-

tho laws of historical crik-isr Wal J^^^^ """f " ^'''' '""^^ '^^ *<>«t°d by
January ,7V7, and did but adhere to^t on

T" '
'

'" "'" °" ^''° '"*
«'

rative was written after .any years in his ^r ,7' '''^'- '^^ ^"'""« ^^-
no voucher but its author, and contls a «. ? ^ ^ "='' '' ^eW-laudatory, has
opposite to the truth. Sai;t.cLrN ^^^^^^^^^ '^ ^'-'^ -etly
except myself knew anythin-^ of the uZr ! ',.

' ^° °"° g^"'''-''' officer
tor; as did all the officers of Lee' d ^ on""Tj; ,

''°"' '""'^''" '^»<"' '* "et-
England Sargent and Gil.an, and 1

'

o^ ."'s of t''"^'
•^""^^^«''' ^'^^ ^-

story IS not supported on any one point hv .7.
'•^Siments. St. Clair's

porary writers are very nu.oUrnT a fT'^sTcr 'T' '^"^ ''^ ''°'^*-
council of war held on the evening nf T

professes to remember a
any such council, by any :::Z%f C:^^,^- c ''l T''

"° "^^"^
^^

bavc been summoned nearest that time wa hi t
"' °^ °'"'=^" "^""^n to

of January at Princeton, at which onCth oIL '.'''

''u

"''™'"^ °^ *^« ^'^^'^

was given on the point, whether to go Lrwarrto Br C'
*'^ '''''"'' ''^^^

road that led toward Morristown Ano*Y
^^nswick or at once take the

tion, 34. 35. is out of the w yl the ad i^r'^^""" ^^ ^^'^^'^ ^-'^^ Ora!
bad not yet been thought of rndthLwa

"'";''"*" *° '^^^^^ •' "^no course
etc. Washington bad long be o'e oLl^ 1^i "!' '''' ^^^'^^'^^^Wn militia,"

"'ere at Trenton on the /rsr^f Ja„l ? P^'Jadelphia militia, and they
takes like this of St. Clair at very e^Zn ' ' ''^"''"^"'^'^ '^- '''' ^^

t C^sar Rodney to George Read, 23 January 1777. MS.
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Arriving about Bunriso in the south-east outskirts of Prince-

ton, WaBbiugton and tbe main body of the army wheeled to

the right by a back road to the colleges, while Mercer was

detached toward the west, with about three hundred and fifty

men, to break down the bridge over Stony brook, on the main

road to Trenton. Two British regiments were already on their

march to join Comwallis ; the seventeenth with three compa-

nies of horse, under Mawhood, was more than a mile in advance

of the fifty-fifth, and had already passed Stony brook. On

discovering in his rear a small body of Americans, apparently

not larger than his own, he recrossed the rivulet, and, forming

a junction with a part of the fifty-fifth and other detachments

on their march, hazarded an engagement with Mercer. The

parties were nearly equal in numbers ; each had two pieces of

artillery ; but the English were fresh from undisturbed repose,

while the Americans were suffering from a night-march of

eighteen miles. Both parties moved toward high gi'ound that

lay north of them, on the right of the Americans. A heavy

discharge from the English artillery was returned by Neil from

two New Jersey field-pieces. After a short but brisk cannonade,

the Americans, climbing over a fence to confront the British,

were the first to use their guns ; Mawhood's infantry returned

the volley, and soon charged with their bayonets ; the Ameri-

cans, for the most part riflemen without bayonets, gave way,

abandoning their cannon. Theu- gallant officers, loath to fly,

were left in their rear, endeavoring to call back the fugitives.

In this way fell Haslet, the brave colonel of the Delaware regi-

ment; Neil, who stayed by his battery; Fleming, the gal-

lant leader of all that remained of the first Virginia regiment

;

and other oflScers of promise ; and the able General Mercer,

whose horse had been disabled under him, was wounded,

knocked down, and then stabbed many times with the bayo-

net. Just then Washington, who had turned at the sound of

the cannon, came upon the ground by a movement which in-

tercepted the main body of the Briti h fifty-fifth regiment

The Pennsylvania militia, supported by two pieces of artillery,

were the first to form their line. " With admirable coolness

and address," Mawhood attempted to carry their battery ; the

way-worn novices began to waver ; on the instant, Washing-

i' / t
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ho^a with iU Lead /o,;J'^^l:'" ^^^i:"' ::f^ -'"f
i" '-

moment gave a vollev lint Wod • ^ ^ -^ ^* *^° «"'"o

iiitchcoef. fo, whi;:^;ts :e?.™:r"^^ -"-"^d-
lus last, brought up his brigade ; andthe Br Si. .'^^^T'^y
riHemca begiiming to turn thX W, Tl ^ '""'"S ""'''^

up Stony bfoolc. Tl"e acTi„rf '°^f
°^ »«='• AoUs and fences

cor, did not las mo^ tC^'j!?
"" ""•'' "''"^=' «"' «»-

tI.e^att.o.gronnd trk iTtcnrrb T^'li'T"
"^

Wm for his service. Mawhooa .^ two ^rltid^"'"'which, from want of Ijorsea the. & •
^eld-pieces,

off. He was chased h ee o 'f m tZ'^^ ""^' "^^ ^^^^
were taken prisonei-s

''' ^"""^ "'^"^^ ^^ ^^« "len

../N:;5fand\fo:rof'^r^oof; r^^^'--''^
others, retreated with the fortt* tort; r™' ^^' ""»

pieces of artillenr were LrhJ^n ' "f'^"' ""<•' ^'''«=n

into a back road tow^d KicT' %7p !?? "'« «'='''^

day about two hundred kUkd 3 ^'ff"^''^
'»'' <>° ««

and thirty prisoners 2 A™ T"'^"''
""* "^o '^'""^"'d

oiHce... ^
'^

'
*^' ^'™'"' '»«» «•»« «nall, except of

iahed'at^'nTreing tt: ZZif "''' ""=
f^^'^ -- -ton-

at Princeton iiJltte^r^^^:,^';^ "^ °T "^ »'---
tion for the safety of the mT^ •

"'^e°'"=- I" constema-

roused his ^4':it^Z:t^-'t' "T^^'"^party from Maidenhead reached Prlr* ' '"^™'"'^''

was left by the AmerilTa ^rhadt" ' "" *''" '"™
inglon's plan as he left Trenton to = V ^"^ °^ ^''*-

Vas eighteen miles distantfCmtv of . T™'' "''"''

- is the coneu^nt testimony 0^^,11"° "''"<'^'

cers as well a<r nf Wad,; ,.
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at Sojucrnot oourt-houHo. T1um-o, in tlio W(kh1h, worn-out laon

tlio frozci il and fril anlcrpground

Tlui cxiunpio and tho orders of WaHliington rouHod tlio peo-

ple around him to arnw. On tlio liftli, tlio day of his arrival

at MorriHtown, a party of Waldockers, attacked at Springtield

by an ecpial number of the Now Jersey militia under Oliver

Spencer, wiTo put to iliglit, losing forty-eight men, of whom

thirty-nine were prisoners. On the Hame day, at the approach

of (Jeorge Clinton with troops from PeekHkill, the Uritish

foi-co at llaekensack Bavcd their haggago by a timely flight.

Newark wjus abandoned ; Mlizahethtown was Hurpi-irted by

Maxwell, who took much baggage and a hundred prisoners.

The eighteenth, wh'wh was the king's birthday, w;w chosen

for investing Sir William llowo with the order of the Hath.

But it was become a mockery to call him a victorious general;

and both he and (lermain had a foresight of failure, for which

each of them was i)rei)aring to throw tho blamo on tho other.

In New Jersey all went well. On the twentieth, (ieneral

Philemon Dickinson, with about four hundred raw troops,

fordetl tho Millstone river, near Somerset court-house, and

defeated a foraging party, taking a few prisoners, sheep and

cattle, forty wagons, and upward of a hundred horses of the

English draught breed. AVjushington made his hcad-qi;<irtera

at Morristown ; and there, and in tho surrounding villager his

troops found shelter. Tho largest encampment was in Spring

valley, on the southern slopo of Madison Hill ; the outposts

extended to within three miles of Amboy ; and, though there

was but tho phantom of an army, tho I'ritish in Now Jersey

were confined to Brunswick, Amboy, and Paulus Hook.

Under the last proclamation of tho brothers, two thousand

seven hundred and three Jerscymcn, besides eight hundred

and fifty-one in Ehodc Island, and twelve hundred and eighty-

two in the niral districts and city of New York, subscribed a

declaration of fidelity to the British king ; on tho fourteenth

of January, just as the period for subscription was about to ex-

pire, Germain, who grudged every act of mercy, sent orders to

tho Howes not to let " the undeserving escape that punishment

which is due to their crimes, and which it will be expedient

to inflict for the sake of example to futurity." Eleven days

i i
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nflor tl,„ ,l„lo of tl.i, „r,|or, Wa>.l,i„;^„„, ,|,e |,„ri,i„,-c.r „„d

k.n.ilmi> ... tho .,a..,o „f t|,„ u.,itu,i Htate» t|„„ .|L"
'

,

.S..t™ of America." To .hi, ,.„,„ (^la'^l, :,„:,! ,;t,n™ fro,,, Now
, ersoj. i„t,.r,,„„.rf th„ ohjoolio,. that "

, o2of ulloK„u,co to tho lloited .State, wa» al,„,.r<l lK,foro ..o fcda -
; ;

or „H j,ot .t wa, rosc-vod to oaoh «,ato to o, t w ,1 «of ,t» ,,,hah,ta,,.» «.,„ rcfoHod allodia.,.™ to itnolf. rZ Z.n,.„nato ra,,a,.,ty of tho Kritinh „„d Ilc^ia,,,, thoir Z,
*

,„.,x.»t,,u„od ,,a,,io., „rdo,tr„ctio„, „„itod tl, ,,eo , „f Nc;Jcmoy .1, <.o„ra^ro and tho lovo of Hlwrty
Tho ,-..s„lt of tho ea,„,,aig„ was ioai.Bpioio,,, for liritainNo h„,da.,d, o.xcc,,t tho Ma„,I of Hhod.! I„la„d, a 1 ,.

'

i'..orthor,, ,.„d wo»tc.-„ Now Vo,-l< except Kort Ni-iL, a al t7
'

™,...r, f,.o„, the Delawa,. to Hori,!,., ,vo« f t 'l tva. or, had acq,„red o„ly tl,e i«la„d„ that to„,.hed New York-l-r a„J a fewadjacct ctportv-f who..], Ur,mnZ^Z^l
ll,e h,n» ro„„d K.„g-„ Jiridse were the ,„„„t re,n„,o Wh^nover they p,,«d heyond their „t,-aite„ed ,p,art,™ toy I ro',»ta„ce. TI,oy were wa,ted hy i„,.e,™„t Ida.™, thirt „™a„d p,v,v,„,o„„ were p„reha,ed at the price of hlood

^
Jh,. co„to,nporary Jiritirf. hi„toria„H of the war I,ayo notjnthheld pnuse fro,,. W,.hi„gto„', e„„d„ct a„d cnZZ

I.S own an,.y blamed nothing l,nt tl,„ little care ho Zkofmself wlnlo .n action. Oooper of lioeton l„ar« witnl, ,1

«u„p c. In cong,.es,, which wa, already distracted by eelM, »che,ne,. there we„= signs of in,patienco at his s„pe,4ty. and an obsfnate reh,ctanco to own that the denied»„,,„„ of tho country was d„e to their l,avi„g .ZTt^»d h.s ady.co. To a proposition of tho niueteenfh , °t™"y for g,v,ng him the nomination of gener-d offlcnJ T7
Ada,ns objected vehemently, saying, asreS by S, "i'l

molten. I speak of tl,o superstitions veneration which is paid
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110 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH b^RANOE. ep. iv. ; on. vm.

to General Washington. I honor him for his good qualities

;

hut, in this house, I feel myself his superior. In private life

I shall always acknowledge him to he mine." On tiie twenty-

fourth of February, when they voted to Washington mere " ideal

reinforcements," and then, after a debate, in which some of the

New England delegates and one from New Jersey showed a

willingness to insult him, they expressed their "earnest desire"

that he would " not only curb and confine the enemy within

their present quarters, but, by the divine blessing, totally sub-

due them before they could be reinforced." Well might
Washington reply :

" What hope can there be of my effecting

so desirable a work at this time ? The whole of our numbers
in New Jersey fit for duty is under three thousand." The
absurd paragraph was carried by a bare majority, Richard
Henry Lee bringing Virginia to the side of the four eastern

states, against the two CaroHnas, New Jersey, and Pennsyl-

vania.

There were not wanting members more just. " Washing-
ton is the greatest man on earth," wote Kobert Morris from
Philadelphia, on the first of February. From Baltimore,

William Hooper, the able representative from North Caijlina,

rephed :
" Will posterity believe the tale ? When it sliall be

consistent with policy to give the history of thut man from his

first Introduction into our service, how often America has been

rescued from ruin by the mere strength of his genius, conduct,

and coiiragd, encountering every obstacle that want of money,
men, iirms, ammunition, could throw in his way, an impartial

world will say with you that he is the greate&i; man on earth.

Misfortunes are the element in which he shines ; they are the

groundwork on which his picture appears to the greatest ad-

vantage. He rises superior to them all ; they serve as foils to

his fortitude and as stimulants to bring into view those great

qualities which his modesty keeps concealed. I could fill the

side in his praise ; but anything I can say cin not equal his

merits."
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112 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, ep. iv. ; on. ix.

of tho three great co-ordinate powers in the state. From an

essentially aristocratic model America took just what suited

her condition, and rejected the rest. The transition of the

colonies into self-existing commonwealths was free from vin-

dictive bitterness, and attended by no violent or wide de-

parture from the past.

In all the states it was hold that sovereignty resides in tho

people; that the majesty of supremo command belongs of

right to their collective intelligence; that government is to

be originated by their impulse, organized by their consent,

and conducted by their imbodied will ; that they alone pos-

sess the living energy out of which all power flows forth ; tliat

they are the sole legitimate master to name, directly or indi-

rectly, the officers in the state, and bind them as their servants

to toil only for the common good.

Th3 American people went to the great work without mis-

giving. They were confident that the judgment of the sum

of the individual members of the community was the safest

criterion of truth in public affairs. They harbored no fear

that the voice even of a wayward majority would be more

capricious or moro fallible than the good pleasure of an heredi-

tary monarch ; and, unappalled by the skepticism of European

kmgs, they proceeded to extend self-government over regions

which, in previous ages, had been esteemed too vast for re-

publican rule. Of all the nations of the earth, they were con-

scions of having had the most varied experience in repre-

sentative government, and in the application of the principles

of popular power. The giant forms of absolute monarchies

on their way to ruin cast over the world their fearful shadows

;

it was time to construct states on the basis of inherent, in-

alienable right. It is because England nurtured her colonies

in freedom that, even in the midst of civil war, they cherished

her name with affection.

Of tlie American statesmen who assisted to frame the new

government, not one had been originally a republican. But, if

the necessity of adopting purely popular institutions came upon

them unexpectedly, the ages had prepared for them their plans.

The recommendations to form governments proceeded from

the general congress ; the work was done by the several states,
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Before the end of June of the same year Virginia, sixth in

the series, first in the completeness of her work, by a legisla-

tive convention without any further consultation of the people,

framed and adopted a bill of rights, a declaration of indepen-

dence, and a constitution.

On the second of July 1YT6, New Jersey perfected its new,

self-created charter.

Delaware next proclaimed its bill of rifrhts, and, on the

twentieth of September 1776, the representatives in convention

having been chosen by the freemen of the state for that very

purpose, finished its constitution.

The Pennsylvania convention adopted its constitution on

the twenty-eighth of September 1770 ; but the opposition

of the Quakers whom it indirectly disfranchised, and of a largo

body of patriots, delayed its thorough organization for more

than five months.

The delegates of Maryland, meeting on the fourteenth of

August 1770, framed its constitution with great deliberation

;

it was established on the ninth of the following November.

On the eighteenth of December 1770, the constitution of

North Carolina was ratified in the congress ^vhich framed it.

On the fifth of February 1777, Georgia perfected its or-

ganic law by the unanimous agreement of its convention.

Last of the thirteen came New York, whose empowered

convention, on tlie twentieth of April 1777, established a con-

stitution that, in humane liberality, excelled tbem all.
^

The privilege of the suffrage had been far more widely ex-

tended in the colonies than in England ; by general consent,

the extension of the elective franchise was postponed.
^

The age

of twenty-one was a qualification universally required So,

too, was residence, except that in Virginia and South Carolina

it was enough to own in the district or town a certain free-

hold or " lot." South Carolina required the electors to " ac-

knowledge the being of a God, and to believe in a future state

of rewards and punishments." White men alone could claim

the franchise in Virginia, in South Carolina, and in Georgia

;

but in South Carolina a benign interpretation of the law classed

the free octaroon as a white, even though descended through an

nnbroken line of mothers from an im^ported African slave
;
the



17M-1J83. THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THE STATES.
115
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to tho taxable property in tlio several districta. To the assem-

bly was reserved tlio power of originating taxes. In Georgia,

the delegates to the continental congress had a right to sit,

debate, and vote in its house of assembly, of which they were

deemed to bo a part. In Sonth Carolina tho assembly was

chosen for two years, everywhere else for but one.

Franklin appro^ -d the decision of the framers of the con-

fititution of Pennsyi ;u> a to repose all legislative power in one

chamber. This evil precedent was followed in Georgia. From

all the experience of former republics, John Adams argued

for a legislature with two branches. The Americans of that

day were accustomed almost from the beginning to a double

legislative body, and eleven of the thirteen states adhered to

the ancient usage. The co-ordinate branch of the legislature,

whether called a senate, or legislative council, or board of as-

sistants, was less numerous than the house of representatives.

In the permanent constitutions of Massachusetts and New

Hampshire, the proportion of public taxes paid by a district was

regarded in the assignment of its senatorial number; in New

York and North Carolina, the senate was elected by a narrower

constituency than the assembly. In six of the eleven states the

senate was chosen annually ; but the period of service in South

Carolina embraced two years, in Delaware three, in New Ycrk

and Virginia four, in Maryland five. To increase the dignity

and fixedness of the body, Virginia and New York gave it

permanence by renewing one fourth, Delaware one third, of

its members annually. Maryland prescribed a double election

for its senate. Once in five years the several counties, the city

of Annapolis, and Baltimore town, chose, viva voce, their re-

spective delegates to an electoral body, each member of which

was "to have in the state real or personal property above the

value of five hundred pounds current money." These electors

were to elect by ballot " six out of the gentlemen residents of

the eastern shore," and "nine out of the gentlemen residents

of the western shore," of the Chesapeake bay; tho fifteen

"gentlemen" thus chosen constituted the quinquennial senate

of Maryland, and themselves filled up any vacancy that might

occur in their number during their term of five years.

ThA crnvfimor or nresident in the four New England states
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was clioson directly bv nil thr. «, •
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|)U'; iu\(l, on Mm oilier liiind, ilio govonuir, oiico t<ItH>l«nl, could

iiol bo ivmovod (luring \m torm of otllco v.\w\)t hy inipcMich-

mont and conviction.

In nioHt. of the Htutcn all ini|u»r(ant civil and military olll

corn wci>c elected hy the legiHlalure. 'V\h^ power intruHted to

a m>vernor, wlierever it wan more than a uhadow, \vw Htill fur-

ther restrainiMl hy an executive council, I'onued partly after

the model of the nritisli privy council, and partly after colo-

nial pivcedenl«. In the few ntates in which the jjr<»vernor had

the n«)mination of olUcern, |)articularly in MawaehuHettrt and

Now IhunpHhire, they ciudd he comn\iMHioned otdy with th(3

consent of council.
'

In New York, the appointing power,

when the constitution did not direct otherwise, was ('otdldi'd

to the governor and a council of four siMuvtors, elected by tho

assembly fn»m the fom- great districts of tho state; and in this

body the governor had "a casting voice, but no other vote."

This woi-st armngen\ent of all, m sure to pnunote faction and

intrigiUN was the fruit of the deliberate judgnuMit of wise and

disinterestiHl patriots, in their zeal for administrativ(^ purity.

Whatever sprung readily from tho condition and intellig(>n('c

of the people had enduriiig life; while artificial arrangements,

Hko this of the council <»f appointment in N(>w York, and liko

the senate of Maryland, though devised by earnest statesniea

of careful education and givat endowments, pinetl from their

birth and soon died away.

The third great branch of gonM-nment was in theory kept

distinct from the other two. In (\^nnecticnt and UIkxIo lel-

aiul siMiie jiulicial powers \rom exi>rcised by the governor

and assistants ; the other courts wvro constituted by the two

branches of tho legislature. Tn l^rassachusetts and Now

Ilampshiiv the governor, with tlw consent of council, selected

tho judges ; in New York, the counoil of ai»pointment ;
hut

for the moat jxirt, they wen> clioson by the legislature. In

South Carolina, Arivssaehusetts, and New Ilampshiro, a judge

might bo riMnovod, as in iMigland, upon tho address of both

houses of tho legislatuiv, and this proved a wise jiractical

rule ; in New York ho must retire at tho ago of sixty ;
in

New Jersey and Pennsylvania the supreme court was clioson

for seven vcars, in Connceticut and Kliotio Island for but
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end of their continent, from tlio rivers of Maine and the hills

of New Hampshire to the mountain valleys of Tennessee and

the borders of Georgia, one voice called to the other, that

there should be no connection of the church with the state, no

establishment of any one form of religion by the civil power

;

that " all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship

God according to the dictates of their own consciences and un-

derstandings." With this great idea the colonies had travailed

for a century and a half ; and now, not as revolutionary, not

as destructive, but simply as giving utterance to the thought

of the nation, the states stood up in succession, in the presence

of one another and before God and the world, to bear their

witness in favor of restoring independence to conscience and

the mind.

In this first promulgation by states of the " creation-right

"

of mental freedom, some survivals of the old system clung round

the new ; but the victory was gained for the collective Ameri-

can people. The declaration of independence rested on " the

laws of nature and of nature's God ;
" in the separate Ameri-

can constitutions. New York, the happy daughter of the ancient

Netherlands, true to her lineage, did, " in the name of " her

" good people, ordain, determine, and declare the free exer-

cise of religious profession and worship, without discrimina-

tion or preference, to all mankind ;
" for the men of this new

commonwealth felt themselves " required, by the benevolent

principles of national liberty, not only to expel civil tyranny,

but to guard against that spiritual oppression and intoler-

ance wherewith the bigotry and ambition of weak and wicked

princes have scourged mankind." Independent New York

with even justice secured to the Catholic equal liberty of wor-

ship and equal civil franchises, and almost alone had no relig-

ious test for office. Henceforth no man on her soil was to

suffer political disfranchisement for his creed.

The liberality of New York was wide as the world and as

the human race. History must ever declare that at the mo-

ment of her assertion of liberty she placed no constitutional

disqualification on the free black. Even the emancipated slave

gained with freedom equality before the constitution and the

law. New York placed restrictions on the suiErage and on eli-
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Nowhoro wiw inTsocnition for rcllglotirt opinion no ni-iu-ly at an

ond n« in Aniericii, and nt)wlK'ro wiw tlioro ho ic«li«ri()UH a

pooplo.

Tlu'n) wore not wanting tliow? wlio caHt a liufrcriiif^ look on

the oaro of tlio Htato for public wornliip. Tiio (-(.nHrrvatiyo

(•i)nvontion of Maryland ili-clanul that " tlio Icginlaturo may in

thoir diwretion lay a {j^oncral and tMpial tax for tho wipport of

tho Christain rrli^non, loavin^ to oach individual tho appoint-

ing tho nionoy colloctcd from him to th»^ Hupport of any par-

ticular place; of i)ul)lic worwhip or miniHtor;" but tho powor

granted wius novor exercised. For a timo MasHachuw'ttH ro-

<piired of townn or religiouH HocietioH " tho KUi)port of public

Trotorttant teachei-H of piety, reH{j;lon, and morality" of tiioir

own election ; but as each man chose his own religious socioty,

tho retiuisition had no clTect in largo towns. In (Connecticut,

tho Puritan woi-ship wivs Ktill closely interwoven with tho state,

and luul moulded tho numnors, habits, and faith of the i)eoplo;

but the coinploto disentanglement wns gradually brojight about

by inovitablo i>rocesses of legislation.

AVhero particular churches had received gifts or inheri-

tances, their right to them was respected. In Maryland mid

South' (^irolina, the churclies, lantls, and property that had

belonged to the chin-ch of England were secured to tliat church

in its^'now form ; in Virginia, where tho church of England

had been established as a ])ublic institution, tho disposition of

ita globes was assumed by tho legislature ;
and, as all denomina-

tions had contrilmted to their ai^ciuisition, they came to bo con-

sidered as tho ])roperty of tho state. Tithes wcro nowhere

continued ; and tho rule ]>revailed that " no man could bo com-

pelled to maintain any ministry contrary to his own free will

and consent." South Carolina, in her legislation on religion,

attempted to separate herself from tho system of tho other

states ; she alono appointed a test for the voter, and made this

decloration: "The Christian Trotcstant religion is hcrehy

constituted and declared to ho the established religion of this

state." But tho condition of suciety was stronger than the

constitution, and this declaration proved but tho shadow of a

system that w.as vanishing. In 1778, the test oath and the par-

taking of the conmnuiion according to the fonna of the Epis-



I77(M78:i. THE CoNSTlTIfTK )NH OF THE HTATKH.

copal cliiirelj ccaml to

123

()f)!(;n.

nil

X' roquirod iw cciidi loiiH for Iiolding

T M An«ii,.. ,
''; ';:;"-^«''»-'7. "'-">" i i.y ..n.

piu'in „/ 1.;,;:- :::';';.' i/rrr'-'r
"-«'"

To rtrct.1, (I,,, <,.„««•«,<.„, „n,l to I,i„,I

after a co„to«t of X t wt '

"
'^ '"" "'" '""'''"

'

"•"^•

l'rot„,ta„t ICpiHo,,,,,;,,,,,, 'T ' 1 ,;: 't
""•

":i""''
^""^

teria,. forcjualit^ confined to V^in' wt:;:";;'
''^ ^ ™''^-

srfonco Wl,cn M
"^ *"' ^"""''"" "' '""ttcra of con-

perfect Uhorty if con«o onco wir fr,"''','",'

"""^ "''"W^'od

i'>co4ln-nl,„« nnVirW ,!'
"" ''" '''"'"'»'' »* " *"*

TI.0 more profonnd wJ fa", ?L , ^it7 '"?
""'''"^•

a connection with tl,n ., , J econied to admit

ancc witif c.™ than wS . .f T" --^''''y f»™ an allt

ti.anwithf.edo::'"nf,r^:;iitr™T "'''•'
uM.irion to IcHvo trutlx to her

:(l

, t

1

'

I 11

1'"

i

'

i

i/i

1

^^1

i j

I'M

1 9B

^^tfiKM:.
i

1
I

''i^
In

\

1

1
•

.

,

'ili



AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, bp. iv. ; oh. ix.

own strength, and religious worsliip to the conscience and

voluntary act of the worsliipper, was the natural outflow of

religious feeling.

The constitution of Georgia declared that " estates shall not

be entailed, and, when a person dies intestate, his or her estate

shall be divided equally among the children." The same prin-

ciple prevailed essentially in other states, in conformity to their

laws and their manners. But in Virginia a system of entails,

enforced with a rigor unknown in the old country, had tended

to make the possession of great estates, especially to the east of

the Blue Ridge, the privilege of the first-born. In England the

courts of law permitted entails to be docked by fine and re-

covery ; in 1705, Yirginia prohibited all such innovations, and

the tenure could be changed by nothing less than a special

statute. In 1727 it was further enacted that slaves might be

attached to the soil, and be entailed with it. These measures

riveted a hereditary aristocracy, founded not on learning or

talent or moral worth or public service, but on the possession of

land and slaves. It was to perfect the republican institutions of

Virginia by breaking down this aristocracy that JefEerson was

summoned from the national congress to the assembly of his

native state. On the twelfth of October 1776, he obtained

leave to bring in a bill for the abolishment of entails ; and,

against the opposition of Edmund Pendleton who was no

friend to innovations, all donees in tail, by the act of this first

republican legislature of Virginia, were vested wit^ the ab-

solute dominion of the property entailed.

To complete the reform, it was necessary to change the

rules of descent, so that the lands of an intestate might be di-

vided equally among his representatives; and this was effect-

ed through a committee of which Jefferson, Pendleton, and

"Wythe were the active members, and which was charged "^eith

the revision of thecommon law, the British statutes still valid

in the state, and the criminal statutes of Virginia. The new

law of descent was the work of Jefferson ; and the candid his-

torian of Virginia approves the graceful symmetry of the act

which abolished primogeniture, and directed property into " the

channels which the head and hea of every sane man would

be prone to choose."
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CHAPTER X.

PREPARATIONS FOR THE CAMPAIGN OF 1111. FRANCE, HOL-

LAND, SPAIN, AND ENGLAND.

December 1776-May 1T77.

While Washington was toiling without reward, a rival

in Europe aspired to 8U|x;rsede him. The Count dc Broglie,

disclaiming the ambition of becoming the sovereign of the

United States, insinuated his willingness to be for a period of

years ito AVilliam of Orange, provided he could bo assured of

a large grant of money before embarkation, an ample revenue,

the highest military rank, the direction of foreign relations

during his command, and a princely annuity for life after his

return. The offer was to have been made through Kalb, the

former emissary of Choiseul in the British colonies : the ac-

knowledged poverty of the new republic scattered the great

man's short-lived dream ; but Kalb, though in his fifty-sixth

year, aflluent, and happy in his wife and children, remained

true to an engagement which, in company with Lafayette, he

had taken with Deane to serve as a major-general in the insur-

gent ai'my. When the American commissioner told Lafayette

plainly that the credit of his government was too low to fur-

nish the volunteers a transport, " Then," said the young man,
" I will purchase one myself ;

" and he bought and freighted

the Victory, which was to carry him, the veteran Kalb, and

twelve other French officei's to America. During the weeks

of preparation he made a visit to England. At the age of

nineteen it seemed to him pardonable to be presented to the

king against whom he was going to fight ; but he declined

the king's offer of leave to inspect the British navy yards.
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Tlio national cry was that tlio causo of tlio " insurgents," for

BO tbcy were called, and never rebels, was the cause of all

mankind ; tliat tliey were fighting for the liberty of Franco

in defending their own. Sonic of tho American constitutions,

separating tho state from tho church and establishing freedom

of worship, wore translated, and read with rapture. Tho

friends of Choiscul clamored that Franco should use the happy

moment to take a lasting revenge on her haughty enemy.

Franklin scattered every discouragement by the hopeful-

ness with which he spoke of the United States. Charles Fox,

being in Paris, sought his intimacy. As the aged and the

youthful statesmen conversed together on the subject of the

war, Franklin called to mind tho vain efforts of Christendom,

in tho days of tho crusades, to gain possession of tho Holy

Land ; and foretold that, " in like manner, while Great Britain

might carry ruin and destniction into America, its best blood

and its treasure would be squandered and thrown away to no

manner of purpose."

In the morning of the twenty-eighth tho three American

commissioners waited by appointment on Vergennes. lie as-

sured them protection, received the plan of congress for a

treaty with France, and spoko freely to them of tho attach-

ment of tho French nation to their cause. Prizes taken under

the American flag might be brought into French ports, with

such precautions as would invalidate complaints from Great

Britain. Of Franklin he recpiested a paper on tho condition of

America. Their future intercourse he desired might bo most

strictly secret, without the intervention of any third person

;

but, as Franco and Spain were in accord, tho commissioners

might communicate freely with tho Spanish ambassador.

Tho Count do Aranda, then fifty-eight years old, was of the

grandees of Aragon ; by nature proud, impetuous, restless, and

obstinate ; of undiscij>lined temper and ungcnial manners. A
soldier in early life, he had been attracted to Pnissia by tho

fame of Frederic ; ho admired Voltaire, Alembert, and Rous-

seau ; and in Franco he was honored for his superiority to su-

perstition. His haughty self-dependence and force of will

fitted him for the service of Charles III. in driving the Jesuits

from Spain. As an administrative reformer, ho began too
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details of thoir supplies, lie will mark to them his benevolence

and good-will by destining for them secret succors which will

extend their credit and their purchases."

These promises were faithfully kept. Half a million of

livres was to be paid to the l)anker of the eommissioners

quarterly, the first instalment on the sixteenth. After many

ostensible hindrances, the Seine, the Amphitrite, and the Mer-

cury, laden with warlike stores by Deane and Beaunuirchais,

were allowed to go to sea. ( )f these, the first mm captured

by the British ; the other two reached America seasonably for

the summer campaign. The connuissionei-s were further en-

couraged to contract with the farmers-general to furnish iifty-

six thousand hogsheads of tobacco ; and on this contract they

received an advance of a million livres.

To France the I'ritish ministry sent courteous remon-

strances ; toward IloUiuid they M'cre overbearing. The British

admiral at the leeward islands wjis ordered to station j^roper

cniisers oflf the harbor of St. Eustatiua, with directicns to

*' their commanders to search all Dutch ships going into or

out of it, and to send such of tliem aa should liavo arins,

ammunition, clothing, or materials for clothing on board, into

some of his majesty's ports, to be detained until further orders."

The king " perused, with equal surprise and indignation," the

papers which proved that the jirincipal fort on the island

had returned the salute of an American brigantine, and that

the governor had had " the insolence and folly " to say :
" I

am far from betraying any partiality between Great Britain

and her North American colonies." The Piritish ambassador

at the Hague, fvdlowing his instructions, demanded of tlicir

high mightinesses the disavowal of the salute and the recall

of the governor: "till this satisfaction is given, they nuist

not expect that his majesty will suiTer himself to be amnscd

by simple assurances, or that ho will hesitate for an instant

to take the measures that he shall think duo to the inter-

ests and dignity of his crown." This language of contempt

and menace incensed all Holland, especially tlio city of Am-

sterdam ; and a just resentment influenced the decision of

the states and of the prince of Orange. Van do Graaf, the

governor, who was the first foreign official to salute the Ameri-
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Tho diflfranchisomont of Protestants already ho^tai to bo

modilied: tho office of coniptroller-gonond, of wliieh tlio in-

cuml)cnt was required to take an oath to suj)i)ort tlio (/atholic

religion, was abolished ; and, on the second of July, tho Calvin-

ist Necker, a rich Parisian banker, by birth a republican of

Geneva, tlie defender of the protective systotn against Turgot,

after a novitiate i\s an jissistant, wiw created director-general of

the finances, but without a seat in the cabinet. The king con-

sented because he was told that the welfare of Franco required

tho apjiointniont ; Maure]>aa was pleased, for ho foarod no

rivalry from a Protestant alien.

Tho king "would break out into a passion whenever ho

heard of help furnished to the Americans," but he could not

suppress tho enthusiasm of tho French nation. After a stay

of three weeks on tho north side of tho channel, Lafayette,

with Kalb as his companion, travelled from Paris by way of

Jiordeaux to the Spanish port of T^)s Pasagos. There ho re-

ceived tho order of the king to give up his expedition ; but,

after some vacillation and a run to Bordeaux and back, ho

braved tho order, and, on tho twenty-sixth of April, embarked

for America, Tho English lay in wait for him. To his w.to

ho wrote while at sea :
" From lovo to mo become a good

American ; tho welfare of America is closely bound up with

tho welfare of all mankind; it is about to become the safe

asylum of virtue, tolerance, equality, and peaceful liberty."

The queen of France applauded his heroism
;
public opinion

extolled " his strong enthusiasm in a good cause ; " the indif-

ferent spoke of his conduct as " a brilliant folly." " The same

folly," said Vorgenucsy ""has turaed the heads of our young

people."

He was followed by Casimir Pulaski, a Polish nobleman,

illustrious for his virtues and misfortunes. In the war for the

independence of his native land he lost his father and Lis

brothers. After his attempt to carry off tho king of Poland,

his property was confiscated, and he was sentenced to outlawry

and death. He was living in exile at Marseilles, in the utmost

destitution, under an adopted name, when, through Ilulhi^re,

the historian of Poland, Vergennes paid his debts and recom-

mended him to Franklin, who gave him a conveyance to the



i77r. riiKPAnATroN8 ron tiik campaign of ,777. 133
(luitc'd States, and ovnl'iliw.^i ,.

.1..... for the mZTvIZ r^ 'T ;?"'"' '" '"^.

U.at dcJurvod tl.o f;,|„t
"'" ''"'""™" ""P"'- '""'"'-to™

a. lt^/:«\S,,S,/S "•;' ^•'"'^" ""-" »'^ -"'
i"l.uritinK Bavaria I,

!, "
' * ."' r"^"' "' '''""«"' ^ hia

i" the Fr..„cl, Iptatx, Hi,,
?"'"'; '""''"-''•^"'Wular

Bourbon by savin!' "l
1'". 7? r"" *" "'° <'™'"'™ «f

m«t than in ],]„ wdkatJ, !, r
,"' "' ""'"' ™"''™' '»

1.0 received a ,LC uZlliT T-''^''''''
"^ "'" "'«'"«<»"«.

their resources.
*^'^"'« """'' '='""'"'=' "<1 «plaining

Au,oriea,. t.^n^.^'!:Jl^JZXrV"Stormont remonstrated, a si,!,, bound f„r i .
y'""'

slo,,|«d, and, if „arlil» stoJwerfound i'f""?
'"""

m
""

compelled to unloa*! tl,n,„ • i 7 ,

'""''' """''1 >«

i" itB cargo and so ^"'a",
''''^""^ ""^ ''''P "<»'" ^^ko

ti.o English a„.bri: 'cti ;: rr-Tf r'""'"*' °*

which was the rovaller ' Tf 7°."'"' ''"'='"'' °"^ °*

wcre,m™oored inSeharw! Tr-^"*"" "'"' "'"'"«"'*,

.0 Vcrgennes to^dtand^lf, f^^ ^^^Iht'"

American sh nTd hV,
"^ *™ "''^'^y '«'»' ^"t ««" th"

«as caught bv th,. Rriti 1 V . , / ""dimmer, when it

Privateefwet snffored ,o'VT ,"' "^P*""*' '™ »*er

Stonnont remonlTtr^ f'""''
'«"••«'"« their base,

rion; b" fe En!-*^ '.""T^''^'
'"'i sometimes with pa<H

effort reduce ttir fo"'
"" T- ™^"' ™ » ''^^P^^te

avoided antZ^I ™7.^r:n°rJ"^™^^'»'^; ^1 J r„av.. aiwaj-s expresaed the

I _

1

'

f

u

t r

• t

W <i

I'

m

I*.



::
'

If

'Mi'

#' h'

v:, I

i I

i IV'

184 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, ep. iv.; on. x.

.purpose to conform to treaties, and England would never enu-

merate the treaties which she wished to be considered as still

in force. Vergennes, though in the presence of Lord Stor-

mont he incidentally called America a republic, did not as yet

recognise the Americans as a belligerent power ; but, viewing

the colonies as a part of the British dominions, threw upon

England the burden of maintaining her own municipal laws.

England claimed that France should shut her harbors against

American privateers ; and Vergennes professed to admit them

only when in distress, and to drive them forth without delay.

England hisisted that no arms or munitions of war should he

exported to America, or to ports to which Americans could

conveniently repair for a supply ; Vergennes represented the

Americans and their friends as escaping his vigilance. Eng-

land was uneasy at the presence of American commissionei's

in Paris ; Vergennes compared the house of a minister to a

church which any one might enter, but with no certainty that

his prayers would be heard. England claimed the right of

search ; Vergennes demurred to its exercise in mid-ocean.

England seized and confiscated American property wherever

found ; France held that on the high seas American property

laden in French ships was inviolable. England delayed its

declaration of war from motives of convenience ; France knew

that war was imminent and prepared for it with diligence.

France preferred to act in concert with Spain, which, by its

advanced position on the Atlantic, seemed destined to be the

great ocean power of Europe, and which, more than any other

kingdom, dreaded colonial independence. One of its own

poets, using the language of imj)erial Rome, had foretold the

discovery of the western world ; its sliips first entered the har-

bors of the New Indies, first broke into the Pacific, first went

round the earth ; Spanish cavahers excelled all others as ex-

plorers of unknown realms, and, at their own cost, conquered

for their sovereigns almost a hemisphere. After a long period

of decline this proud and earnest people, formed out of the

most cultivated races and nations—Aryan and Semitic, Iberi-

ans, Celts, Phoenicians, Romans, Vandals crossed with Slavo-

nian blood, Germans, and Saracens, counting among its great

men Seneca and Trajan, Averrhoes and the Cid, Cervantes
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136 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE. kp,iv.;ou.x.

Lossador to Rome, where by his influence Cardinal Ganganelli

was elected pope, and the order of the Jesuits w. s abolished.

lie, too, controlled the choice of GaugauuUi's successor. Now
forty-six years old, esteemed for strong good sense and exten-

sive information, for prudence, personal probity, and honest

intentions, he was bent upon enlarging the commerce of Spain

and making the kingdom respected. A devoted Catholic, he

was equally " a good defender of regality ;
" he restrained the

exorbitant claims of the church, and was no friend to the in-

quisition. Given to reflection, and naturally slow of decision,

he was cold and excessively reserved ; a man of f3w words,

but those words were to the purpose. Feebleness of health

unfitted h'm for indefatigable labor, and was perhaps one of

the causes why he could not bear contradiction, nor even hear

a discussion withodt fretting himself into a passion. To his

intercourse with foreign powers he brought duplicity and cun-

ning ; he professed the gi latest regard for the interests and

welfare of France ; but his heart was the heart of a Spaniard.

In his manners he was awkward and ill at ease. He spoke

French with difiiculty. With the vanity of a man of consid-

erable powers, who from a humble station had reached the

highest under the king, he clung to office with tenacity ; and,

from h'S character and unfailing subservience, his supremacy

continued to the end of the reign of Charles III.

His ablest colleague was Galvez, the minister for the Indies—^that is, for the colonies. Like Florida Blanca, he had been

taken from the class of advocates. A mission to Mexico had

made him familiar with the business of his department, to

which he brought honesty and laborious habits, a lingering

prejudice in favor of commercial monopoly, and the purpose

to make the Spanish colonies seK-supporting both for produc-

tion and defence.

Florida Blanca was met by the question of the aspect of

the American revolution on the interests of Spain ; and, as

Arthur Lee was on his way to Madrid, as envoy of the United

States, it seemed to dcjoand an immediate solution. The king

would not sanction a rebellion of subjects against their sover-

eign, nor, with his vast dominions in America, could he con-

cede the right of colonies to claim independence.
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the colonies ; " " it is, and has been, my constant oninion that

the independence of America would be the worst example to

other colonies, and would make the Americans in every respect

the worst neighbors that the Spanish colonies could have."

The report of the French ambassador at Aranjuez is explicit

:

" It is t 'le dominant wish of the Catholic king to avoid war

;

he longs above all things to end his days in peace."

Yet Spain was irresistibly drawn toward the alliance with

France, though the conflict of motives gave to its policy an

air of uncertainty and dissimulation. The boundless colonial

claims of Spain had led to disputes with England for one

hundred and seventy years ; that is, from the time when Eng-

lishmen planted a colony in the Chesapeake bay, wliich Spain

had discovered, and named, and marked as its own bay of St.

Mary's. It was perpetually agitated by a jealousy of the good

faith of British ministries ; and it lived in constant dread of

sudden aggression from a power with ./hich it knew itself

unable to cope alone. This instinctive fear and this mortified

pride gave a value to the protecting friendship of France, and

excused the wish to see the pillars of England's greatness

thrown down. Besides, tlie occupation of Gibraltar by Eng-

land made every Spaniard her enemy. To this were added

the obligations of the family compact between the two crowns,

of which Charles III., even while eager for a continuance of

peace, respected the conditions and cherished the spirit.

Hence the Spanish court had given money to the insur-

gents, but only on the condition that France should be its

almoner and shroud its gifts in impenetrable secrecy. It re-

proved the hot zeal with which xVranda counselled war; it

suffered American ships, and even privateers with their prizes,

to enter Spanish harbors, but assured England that everything

which could justly be complained of was done in contraven-

tion of orders. Fertile in subterfuges, Florida Blanca evaded

an agreement with France for an eventual war with Great

Britain. His first escape from the importunity of Yergennes

was by a counter proposition for the two powers to ship large

reinforcements co their colonics—a proposition which Yer-

gennes rejected, because sending an army to the murderous

climate of St. Domingo would involve all the mortality and



irrr. PKEPARATIONS FOR THE CAMPAIGN. OF im. 139
cost of a war, with none of its benefits FJnr,V7o m
advised to let Britain an^ A,nJ l-

-^^^"^^ ^^anca next

both parties sho2 be exhaulHr^^ ''if
''^^^'^ *^"

terposition of I mnce and Snl ^ '^'"^^ "^^^*^ *^^ ^^-

lost by their neglect.
™ ^^' *^" opportunity

To enlist captive American sailors in fha n •*• i,

threats were used. "Hang me, f Z willt ^ T^'
of your ship, but do not L '

e to bec'n; a 'it'^f
""

country," was the answer of Nathan Coffin V-f ' *' """^

the spirit of them all. In FeCrv Fr^lv '^^^l^^-^P^^^^^^
posed to Stormont, at Paris; treT^h!;^^^^^^^^^^^^
seamen, taken by an American privateer for T! i f
of American prisoners in England To',

i

T'^-
''^'''^''

mont was silent • in .
^''*=^^"^-

^^^ ^^'^ application Stor-

he answered "'The An"""' T'^'
remonstrance, in April,auswuca. I He iang's ambassador receives nr. ^^J-.ons^fro. ..e,el, „„,es3 t,e, eo.„e to iJ^^r^J^^^

c,ci Vice twenty men from his own territorv nnrl ,-fa

i.'.wKk, m eight weeiis Bwept away

111
1

Im"

i;f !

Tfnf1

1
I

^ 1 ^^M

•

f
'

I 1
i

1

'

fi

M^ m
,1

y 1

: !
i

' ^'
!

<t

' I

'iiiyi

i 55
i

n '! J

ii
. ;

i If.

;
f

-iiJiM

/

T'i



iiii

i H :!')

^1 :'

;'!
m

140 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, ep. iv. ; ch. x.

more than tliree hundred of the ablest men, and their places

were not supplied.

Of the men whom the duke of Brunswick offered, Faucitt

writes : " I hardly remember to have ever seen such a parcel

of miserable, ill-looking fellows collected together." Only two

hundred and twenty-two of tlicm were accepted.

To clear himself from debts bequeathed him by his an-

cestors, the margrave of Brandenburg-Anspach, on moderate

terms, furnished two regiments of twelve hundred men, be-

side a company of eighty-five yagei-s, all of the best quality,

and kept his engagement with exceptional scrupulousness.

In the former year a passage had everywhere been allowed

to the subsidised troops. The enlightened mind of Germany,

its philosophers, its poets, began to revolt at the hiring of its

sons for armies waging war against the rights of man ; the

universal feeling of its common peoj)le was a perpetual per-

suasion against enlistments, and an incentive to desertion.

Throughout Germany "the news of the capture of German

troops by Washington in 1770 excited a universal jubilee." *

The subsidized princes forced into the service not merely

vagabonds and loose fellows of all kinds, but any unpro-

tected traveller or hind on whom they could lay their hands.

The British agents became sensitive to the stones that were

told of them. The rulers of the larger states felt the dignity

of the empire insulted. Frederic of Prussia showed his dis-

gust as openly as possible. The court of Vienna concerted

with the elector of Mentz and the elector of Treves " to throw

a slur " on the system. At Mentz, the yagers of Ilanau who

came first down the Ehine were stopped, and eight of them

rescued by the elector's order as his subjects or soldiers. From

the troops of the landgrave of Hesse eighteen were removed

by the commissaries of the ecclesiastical prince of Treves. At

Coblentz, Mettemich, the active young representative of the

court of Vienna, in the name of Maria Theresa and Joseph IL,

reclaimed their subjects and deserters.

The regiments of Anspach could not be tnisted to carry

ammunition or arms, but were driven by a company of yagers

well provided with both, and ready to nip a mutiny in the

* Niebuhr's Geschichte dcs Zeitalters der Revolution, i., 75 and 76.

t
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tlie wild liuntsman of revolution was soon to wind his bugle,

and run down these princely dealers in men.

In narrating these events, I have followed exclusively the

letters and papers of the princes and ministers who took part

in the transactions. They prove the law, which all induction

confirms, that the transmission of uncontrolled power, vis-

iting the sins of the fathers upon the children, inevitably de-

velops corruptness and depravity. The despotism of man over

man brings a curse on whatever family receives it.

The new German levies, except the Brunswick and Hanau

recruits and four companies of Hanau yagers which went to

Quebec, were used to reinforce the army under Howe. From

Great Britain and Ireland, the number of men who sailed for

"New York before the end of the year was three thousand two

hundred and fifty-two ; for Canada, was seven hundred and

twenty-six.

In America recruiting stations for the British army were

established. In a few months Delancey of New York en-

hsted about six hundred, and Cortland Skinner of New Jersey

more than five hundred men. In the course of the winter

commissions were issued for imbodying six thousand five hun-

dred men in thirteen battalions ; and before the end of May
more than half that number was obtained ; but only a small

proportion of them were natives of America. The service of

two thousand French Canadians was called for and expected.

The deficiency was to be supplied by the employment of

the largest possible number of savages, for which Germain is-

sued his instructions with almost ludicrous minuteness of de-

tail ; and " the king, after considering every information that

could be furnished, gave particular directions for every part

of the disposition of the forces in Canada." It was their hope

to employ bands of wild warriors along all the frontier. Tlie

king's peremptory orders were sent to the north-west to " ex-

tend operations;" and among those whose "inclination for

hostilities" was no more to be restrained were enumerated

" the Ottawas, the Chippeways, the "Wyaudots, the Shawnees,

the Senecas, the Delawares, and the Pottawatomies." Joseph

Brant, the Mohawk, roused his countrymen to clamor for war

under leaders of their own, who would indulge them in their
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excesses and take them wherever tt,o„ „: i i ^

British and German offleereTn CanfrtTf '^ " ^°- ^^™^' ^^

would be unrestrainetrd frorsfrchXr 'f""*^
to the service.* But the^inl^^ "''V"'^' '"'^•''d "<> good

odiy p^moted h, tt'^frLrktrXT^"'-
mthless of partisans, now in his eixt;^^tWear \;,tIHvigor and more relentless from age He L^l ,

"*

ve..geanceoa"the be..o-ar» " wl,„ i , ,
''f' vowed eternal

Germain extended favf^ o tie 1. . T ""•«''P«vo; and

was notorious for bruUlLlumauilr" ™ "" "*""

nicatl^ltwTen Atunrif r
'^^^'^ "I" «'=' --™-

their raids, the secllT^t ot theTn '"f IT
'"~' "*

campaign in concert with Burgo't 1 "f ""^ ,".°''''^^"

"patronage and friendship " by SuraLl!f™ T,''"'^
^'

and sincere pei^onal attachment'^Sb V ,"
'"'"^

'''^'P'''''

mit a doubt of the triumphant march of f "'""""""" ^^-

da to Albany. To extend' the s^ct hr
'"
h™f^ryTSamt-Leffer was seleetprl h.r +i,„ 7 • .

^""g" aa i\ew York,

by way of lake Ontofo for tJ. ! T''""" "" ^''P^'^""''

the Mohawk vXy "d ordet ,
^P'"' "^ ^""^ ^taawix and

.be thousand savfgrwttrt?bnf%t'^^rr^

.

Parliament in Fehnrary ^^o^Z^^^I.^Ur ,private ships to make Drizes of A,„„„- ^ , ""^ 'o

act which described AmerSan ntvl '''''''' ™<'' "^^ »
pended the writ of haZ rpCltlTZJ t"'"'"'

"^
taken on tJie hmh seas Tha

^^'^^/egard to prisoners

"ideas of savage Hberty 'W rl^ '^^^^^^ ^^ *^^^-
-4,6 noertj, and recommended a reconstruction

* niedcsers Journal, written for the duke of Brunswick. M^t Tryon to Germain, 8 May im. * Brunswick. MS.
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of tlioir governments on the principle of complete siibordina-

tion to Great Britain. " These," cried Chatham, " are the doc-

trines of Atterbury and Sacheverell." They were the doc-

trines of James II., and yet they were adopted by Thurlow,

as the fit rule for governing British colonies in America.

Some voices in England pleaded for the Americans. The

war with tliem, so wrote Edmund Burke to the sheriffs of

Bristol, is " fruitless, hopeless, and unnatural ;

" the earl of

Abingdon added, " on the part of Great Britain, cruel and

unjust." "Our force," replied Fox to Lord North, "is not

equal to conquest; and America cannot be brought over by

fair means while we insist on taxing her." Burke harbored

a wish to cross the channel and seek an interview with Frank-

lin; but the friends of Rockingham refused their approval.

Near the end of April, Hartley went to Paris to speak with

Franklin of peace and reunion, and received for answer that

England could never conciliate the Americans but by conced-

ing their independence. " "We are the aggressors," said Chat-

ham, on the thirtieth of May, in the house of lords ;
" instead

of exacting unconditional submission from the colonies, we

ought to grant them unconditional redress. Now is the crisis,

before France is a party. Whenever France or Spain enter

into a treaty of any sort with America, Great Britain must im-

mediately declare war against them, even if we have but five

ships of the line in our ports ; and such a treaty nmst and will

shortly take place, if pacification be delayed."

The advice of Chatham was rejected by the vote of nearly

four fifths of the house ; but, with all her resources, England

labored under insuperable disadvantages. She had involved

herself in a violation of the essential principle of English lib-

erty ; her chief minister wronged his own convictions in con-

tinuing the war ; and it began to be apparent that France would

join with America.
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ruin ? " " Why do you refuse to treat with congress ? " asked

Harrison. " Because," answered Walcott, " it is unknown as a

legal assembly to both countries. But it would be worth

Washington's while to try to restore peace." Without hesita-

tion, Harrison put aside the overture.*

Eight days after this rebuff, Lee once more conjured con-

gress to send two or three gentlemen to converse with him on

subjects " of great importance, not only to himself, but to the

community he so sincerely loved." On the twenty-ninth, con-

gress " still judged it improper to send any of their members

to confer with General Lee." The vote fell upon the day on

which Lee presented to the British commanders a plan for

reducing the Americans, saying: "I think myself bound in

conscience to furnish all the lights I can to Lord and Gen-

eral Howe." t To Washington he wrote in terms of affection,

and asked commiseration for one whom congress had wronged.

Just at this time Sir Joseph Yorke, who understood Lee well,

assured the British ministry that his capture -was to be re-

gretted ;
" that it was impossible but he must puzzle every-

thing he meddled in; that he was the woret present the

Americans could receive." :}: As a consequence, leave was

given by the king for his exchange, and he received through

British officers eleven hundred guineas.

While the Howes were aiming at reconciliation by an am-

nesty, Germain gave them this new instruction :
" At the ex-

piration of the period limited in your proclamation, it will be

incumbent upon you to use the powers with which you are

intrusted in such a manner that those persons who shall have

shown themselves undeserving of the royal mercy may not

escape that punis^i'nent which is due to their crimes, and which

it will be expedient to inflict for the sake of example to fu-

turity." General Howe was not sanguinary, though, from his

indolence and neglect, merciless cruelties were inflicted by his

subordinates ; Lord Howe had accepted office from real good-

will to America and England; and, on the twenty-fifth of

March, the brothers answered :
" Are we required to withhold

-: ',

';!l:J1;

* Walcotffl report to Howe. MS.

f The Treason of Charles Lee, by George II. Moore.

J Yo. ie to the secretary of state, 1 March 1117. MS.

M
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Ins majesty's general pardon, even though the wifhhnl r .such general pardon should nrevenf V 1

Withholding of

the war ?

"

^''^''^''^ ^ «Peedy termination of

Howe had requested a reinforcement of fifteen tl.n 1men in order to "finish the war in one /ear " Tor^
^^

quest of a continent the demand wn. nl-i' *^° ^^"-

Germain, conforming his Tud^er .T^ ^'^'^^*^
'
^"*

tale-bearers, or, as hf called tE . If
''' '^ ^^^'^ ^^^

on the spot," professed to thinr^Jha: ^^^^^^ -11 informed

not to be complied with. Promisin!W f
^^^^^^^^^lon ought

n.us,alargernumberthanwrbS^^^^^^
would have an army of very neai-lv thlJ T T ^°™

and file, 8o that it would 6ti« t ^ ""rtj.fiye thousand nmk
disingenuous statement or^^oJdTd 'v

""''"" ^^«
him all blame for any unto™d"Tl ^''T'"""'

*° ""^ "P<>»

It was an enormous Crof ZtZt ""'" ^""P"'^-
quire the main body of t . t • f

^ government to re-

army of General IW ''° "'"'^"'•''""^te destined for the

The scheme originated rtho!!/!''' """ "^""^ ^"^^
vho, as he ontLked Ht :^ S'Z '"7^" "' ^•'*'='''

ton thousand men vietorioriyTnrl Ltdt""^ ""f
"^

hisarriyal aisumins the sunr.,„„ r .•
^""'^' ^"'I o"

P^iect appea^d l^ZZt^Zff^- '"'"

was persisted in through the fascinatL plise of R '
™'

General Howe, justly indiimsnt . , * P™™'ses of Bnrgoyne.

and, on the seeond of Anri^^
",' '"f,«°r'' ™"' '^' ''™tl«'=''.

final reyision of his pll't'/Zt '' ^ "^ ^"^-"^•^ *^
army will be too weak't ^d uc::r;;;

^""^ »*-™
not commence so soon as yn„r C^ 1 ® campaign will

by the want of frr^sTh ' ir'^'-'P' ''• ^<^='™W
year are vanished"S^'T- *'^™'»''«-g «'« war this

lo had formerly propSedTf"^ " ^T'^'^ P"'' "* ^'«'

evacuate tiie Jei™ aTd invarr"''',"'
<J^'^™ination to

He farther made known aliw/r'^''""''' *™'" '^' "^
that the army wlichZ to ^ i"""

""** '" ^^' ^''"^"•O',

Wgadc and seyeral or,,^TJ .
'^ '" ""= ^^"^ « British

were werXrzrirtetry!' "^"^^ ""-'''
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In the middle of March, "Washington's " whole number in

Jersey fit for duty was under three thousand ; and these, nine

hundred and eighty-one excepted, were militia, who stood en-

gaged nniy till the last of the month." In New Jersey, the

theatre of war, he advised that every man able to bear arms

should turn out, and that no one should be allowed to buy off

his service ; for, said he, " every injurious distinction between

the rich and the poor ought to bo laid aside now." The want

of arms was relieved by the arrival of ships freighted by

Beaumarchais irom the arsenals of France.

Congress, in appointing four more major-generals, on the

pretext that Connecticut already had two of that rank, passed

over Arnold, the oldest brigadier. To Washington, Arnold

complained of the wound to his "nice feelings;" to Gates

he wrote :

" By heavens ! I am a villain if I seek not

A brave revenge for injured honor."

On the first of March, Alexander Hamilton joined the staff

of the commander-in-chief as his secretary, and thus obtained

the precious opportunity of studying the course of national af-

fairs from the largest point of view and under the wisest guid-

ance. On the same day six new brigadiers were appointed.

Stark stood at the head of the roll of New Hampshire for pro-

motion, was the best officer from that state, and had rendered

very great service at Bunker Hill, Trenton, and Princeton;

but, on the idea that he was self-willed, he was passed over.

Chafing at the injustice, he retired to his freehold and his

plough, where his patriotism, like the fire of the smithy when

sprinkled with water, glowed more fiercely than ever.

In March, Greene was sent to Philadelphia, to explain to

congress the pressing wants of the army. By his suggestion,

the commander-in-chief, as well as the chief officer in every

department, was permitted, but no longer required, to consult

the general officers under him ; and it was recognised as Lis

duty "finally to direct every measure according to his o\vn

judgment." To raise an army, Washington saw no way so

good as that of drafting adopted by Massachusetts, on an

equal apportionment of its quota to each of its towns; and

congress, in case voluntary enlistment should prove insuffi-
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c,eo,;<ad™cd i„di»cri.i„ato drafts frcn the .Uitia of ead.

To the command of tlie forts in th^ tt- t,i i

son George Clinton was appointed wit'tr''
" '""^ ""''-

New York-, of congresa, anXof wtCln TZT^: "'

department oonfnsiou grow out ni,hl-7 ,

"orthem

lerand Gates. ConBrero„r„!
"'°"™'-^ ''"«»'^''» Selmy-

direeted the eomSorin cWfT 7m """™ "™'''«>

to talce the comraaudTtl! A™ ?'' Major-General Gates

fore hearrived ^erot^A.^^^^'^'^'^'r.'''^''^'^' ''•" 1-
houndarj. A onestTonTni^ ''™^,'""' "'''""^ ''<'J">»d !*«

independent o sXkr oinr''' r'"^"
^"'^^ "^»^'»='i

to ,4 hi,„ with a7p:i;rrCnd':o"T' f'"
;'.^«"

tmopssbo,dd boon tins side CaTar- and
«^^° '''

harmony to botli cenornl, Vr '
,"'"' *''^J' '•™o'"ttiended

possible^ and otbefZt J^ZZ^ouV)"'" ^™ ™-
ftbruary 1777, a letter from him sfffo^bT m

""^
,

^"' '"

merits, saying: "I bad I.a.,t ™ ?> ,
'" """° ''« «™

second po's
t in Am t^d Ir .T '" '^""""""'^ » *<'

in« .heifjunction wUirC'^T;:"' 1:1:"S '"" Tfone; bntmeantime Sclmvlor^/A
boast was a false

whi h they voted to be ".^
°""^"''' ' 1""^°"" ''«^'''

gross." T^rdays later

.

'"^
^-fTT *" "'^ '«>'"»• »* <=<"'

members, w^out onsuWrr^'
'=''"''^"* «'^ ^ew England

Gates "to repaTr .Wdtf, rr™""*^'""""'""*' <'''^'=ted

mand of the a™y ""re ^^.^f .^'"""Tg"
™d take com-

post important p'ost ral, aZZ'o.^ "''T'^
'» «"«

all, left with Well nf \T
"™°'^ *^'atcs, as if master over

evo-ypart of tb^Al
^^"^^^^^ » plan how to station

paign'and con^^uedto™ """'-T" *^ "P^-'^^ »* '>'^ <=™-

..mAlban,nerLr^^^^^^^^

orrmt:miSTr=r.:::er^

si;rd-::dt:h-;-^;£^^^^^^^
torse to General Gates " Woci • V

^o™rcl two troops of

.-ions Of Gates sSd b^Ltet™
t
W^?^^ ^

* Gates to Lovell, Albany. 29 April Wj, MS.
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at least lio should rccoivo a dni)licato of them ; hut Gates in-

Bistcd on dealing directly with congress, as "the common
parent of all the American annies."

IIo asked tlie appointment of his friend, William Gordon,

afterward historian of the revohition, as chaplain-general of the

northern army.'* In the autunm of 1770, Kosciuszko, a PoHsh
ofKcer of courage, modesty, and sound judgment, took part

with America. Gates, who descrihcs him as "an ahle engineer

and one of the best and neatest draftsmen he ever saw," wisely

selected him for the northern service, and ordered him, "after

ho should have thoroughly made himself ac(iuainted with the

works, to point out where and in what manner the best im-

provements and additions could be made thereto."

On the ninth of May, resuming his self-conceit, ho writes

to the president of congress: "In my name assure congress

that there is good ground to hope Ticonderoga may be as safe

this year as it was the last." To Lovell he scotFingly proposed

that Schuyler should go and command at Peekskill, near tlio

New York convention and in the centre of the colony.f On
his petulant requisition for tents, AVashington explained why
there was a scarcity of them. At this Gates complained to

Lovell " how little he had to expect from George Washington.

Generals, like parsons, are all for christening their own child

first ; let an impartial moderating power decide between us." l
Waiting many weelcs for ordnance and stores, he announced to

Washington :
" I am resolved not to leave Albany before I see

the bulk of them before me." *

In the second week of April, Schuyler resumed his seat in

congress, fixed in the purpose of recovering his command. By
his authority, George Clinton, in a letter to the New York
delegation, set forth that Schuyler himself, while in the chief

command with Gates as his junior, claimed to have made
Ticonderoga nearly impregnable, and was willing to assume all

responsibility for its future safety, and therefore should be re-

stored to his command, yet with Gates serving as in the pre-

T i ! n

'
.1

* Gates to Hancock, Albany, 2 May 1117. MS.

t Gates to Lovell, Albany, 12 May 1777. MS.

X Gates to Lovell, Albany, 25 May 1777. MS.
* Gates to Washington, Albany, 24 May 1777. MS.
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ccd.ng year.* Scliuylcr announced to WashmM.n i

• •

t:on 'torcaignlds oommtoion," andwIS •

"' '°'°""

no dissiias ons. Yet on tl,« t„ / ""sHington interposed

majority .' „>e - te aecoS toVr '^^'^''^"""^^^^

Albany, i,,^
. ,^ p"' t •

7"'"' ""^ <^»»"nand of

The o,J, r ;^i^"f.?f"™'
"<! ''»i^ dependencies.

f^f
>.po., ... .n;tc:;frt~t- 1""Srt

hundred n,on, ai^d lll,,^ ^ ^f-''.^^/^P-^ eighteen

command of Tryon now , J.; ,
''™S°°"8. "nder the

from New York tmd"r eonv?
T"^?"™' "^ P™™«»1». bailed

.inc at Danbnr;, 0011^7' Aht?re".^""T
-"«»-

on Satnrday, the twenty sivtl, *!,„,. ^''°'™ "*"=• """n
the gnard, which J^ Up td ^f tottt

''""'"^' ^""«-''
few militia, and, under a heavv ,^- , ^ eont'ncntale and a

»i?..t.ongti.ey;eret;t7„rgtXf°rr 7
» nr5. By ; ,ui„k7SM :L% {;

"

'""" ^--"^
tl.em on Snnday at Eidgefield ."h 1™ hnntTL? w°'^ter Imnff on their rpnr w,-fi, + i ,

^Ju^area men. Woos-

'"3 .roo;., by his Cdstd ;: e:i:fe r,? rt
"'''^™«

mortally wounded vot SJ!1 "f"P'^' ^e" "t their head,

prisonen>. Arnold ^Ll' ' ,*""* '"''™ '"^'^ »• more

Led a shnfpaltL «U bif Iv ""'" "™" *''
'™^' «-

being killed under I'm a oldier
™ ""

v™^*^"
^^'^ '"'^

tangled, was advancing ^n llXfi"^. ^™ '''°"'' """^ <="-

nold, (h-awing a pistol »C -7 ''
'•^^°"^'' '"•'"en Al^.

At the wte'r hfdlITV '^
?' """"^ '""'^^

7-0, lay on their a^s I nLtT'^rr T """"^
day they resumed their march Tnd^;»

At daybreak on Mon-
foKlingthe Saugatnek a uTaCe Jl ,

"?" ""'' ''^

and running at full sneed J T7- u\ .^.^
American parties
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English set sail, having lost about two hundred men; the

Americans lost not half so many.

Congress, who at Washington's instance had elected Arnold
a major-general, voted him " a horse caparisoned, as a token of

their approbation of his gallant conduct." To "Wooster thev

voted a monument.

Return Meigs of Connecticut, learning through General
Parsons that the British were lading transports at Sag Har-
bor, on the east side of the great bay of Long Island, crossed

the sound from Sachem's Head on the twenty-third of May,
with two hundred continentals, in whale-boats. From the

north beach of the island they carried their boats on their

backs over the sandy point, embarked again on the bay, and
landed after midnight within four miles of Sag Harbor. To
that place they advanced before daybreak in silence and order,

burned one vessel of six or eight guns, and ten loaded trans-

ports, destroyed the stores that lay at the wharf, killed five or

six of the British, and captured all the rest but four. On their

return, they reached Guilford with ninety prisonei-s at two in

the afternoon, having traversed by land and water ninety miles

in twenty-five hours. Congress voted Meigs a sword, and

Wafihington promoted Sergeant Ginnings for merit in the ex-

pedition.

In May, Howe received letters written after the news of

the disasters at Trenton and Princeton reached England. Ger-

noiain, whom grievous disappointment made more and more
vengeful, expressed extreme mortification that the brilliancy

of Howe's successes had been tarnished, adding :
" They who

insolently refuse to accept the mercy of their sovereign cannot

expect clemency ; I fear you and Lord Howe must adopt such

modes of carrying on the war that the rebels, through a lively

experience of losses and sufferings, may be brought as soon as

possible to a proper sense of their duty." The secretary added

the king's opinion, that in conjunction with the fleet " a warm
diversion " should be made " upon the coasts of the Massachu-

setts bay and New Hampshire," and their ports be occupied or

" destroyed." The admiral would not hearken to the hint to

bum Boston and other seaside towns of New England ; and

the general made answer that " it was not consistent with other
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operations." Notwithstanding Gennain's mi.„f a-
addressed thn^ngh him to thf Ir.^ZnTTJ""'"T"'
ment of «.vages against the frontiers oTthl It '"P'"^"
hen^ nrged ..he .ed children o^rg^tLr^^TotS

,Jrtrs;:tttfth!T;-gi::ir^^^^^^^

well-chosen mountarn ^amn^^Mehrf f™""' '" '''^

by the Raritan, then too deep To 1 1 . T'T P'"'^"'^-*
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army at Middlebrook learned that the whole British force in

New Jersey was returning to Amboy, and the surrounding

country as far as Brunswick rung with their shouts and salvos.

On the morning of the twenty-second, the Anspach and
Hessian yagers, who formed the rear of Heister's division,

were much cut up by a body of about three hundred men.
"When more than half the column of Cornwallis had passed

Piscataway, his patrols on the left were fiercely set upon bj^

Morgan's riflemen and driven back upon the column ; and,

though Howe put himself at the head of the two nearest regi^

n; ents to meet the attack for a half-hour they continued the

fight within the distance of forty yards, and did not retire till

he ordered up heavy artillery and scoured the woods willi

grape.

Having taken the advice of his general oflScers, Washington
on the twenty-fourth came down with the main body of his

army as far as Quibbletown, and advanced Lord Stirling's di-

vision with some other troops to Matouchin, with orders in no
event to bring on a general engagement. Stirling, who was a

brave man, but no tactician, saw fit to await an attack. His
position was turned and his party put to flight, leaving two
small cannon. The British lost about seventy men

; tlie Ameri-
cans, including prisoners, full twice that number. Washing-
ton returned to the heights of Middlebrook. On the thirtieth,

Howe evacuated New Jersey, never again to step on its soil.

A great American victory would not have given a deadlier

blow to British supremacy. Jerseymen who had accepted
British protection fled to Staten Island.

In Philadelpliia, congress celebrated the first anniversary
of independence with a feeling of security. The bells nmg all

day and all the evening ; ships, row-galleys, and boats showed
the new flag of the thirteen United States : thirteen stripes,

alternate red and white ; for the union thirteen stars, white in

a blue field, representing a new constellation. At one o'clock

the ships in the stream were manned. At three the members
of congress and ofiiccrs of the government of Pennsylvania
dined together. " Our country " was on the ^^ps of every one;
" the heroes who have fallen " were commemorated ; the Hes-
sian band, captured at Trenton, played excellently well. After-
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CHAPTER XII.

the advance of bukgoyne from canada.

Mat-August 1777.

" This campaign will end the war," was the opinion given

by Riedesel ; and through Lord Suffolk he solicited the con-

tinued favor of the British king, who was in his eyes " the

adoration of all the universe." Flushed with expectations of

glory, Carleton employed the unusually mild winter in prepa-

rations. On the last day of April he gave audience to the

deputies of the Six Nations, and accepted their services with

thanks and gifts. Other large bodies of Indians were engaged,

under leaders of their own approval. " Wretched colonies !

"

said Riedesel, " if these wild souls are indulged in war."

To secure the Mohawks to the British side, Joseph Brant

urged them to abandon their old abode for lands more remote
from American settlements. To counteract his authority,

Gates, near tlie end of May, thus spoke to a council of war-

riors of the Six Nations :

" The United States are now one people ; suffer not any
evil spirit to lead you into war. Brothers of the Mohawks, you
will be no more a people from the time you quit your ancient

habitations ; if there is any wretch so Lad as to think of pre-

vailing upon you to leave the sweet stream so beloved by your

forefathers, he is your bitterest enemy. Before many moons
pass away, the pride of England will be laid low ; then how
happy will it make you to reflect that you have preserved the

neutrality so earnestly recommended to you from the beginning

of the war! Brothers of the Six Nations, the Americans well

know your great fame and power as warriors ; the only reason
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boundary of tlie province of Quebec. Answering with pas-
sionate recrimination the just reproaches of Germain and of
his adviser Lord Amherst, he at once yielded up the chief
military^ authority, and, as civil governor, paid a haughty but
unquestioning obe-iience to the i.^quisitions of Burgoyne.
Contracts were made for fifteen hundred horses and five hun-
dred carts

; a thousand Canadians, reluctant and prone to de-
sertion, were called out as road-makers and wagoners ; and six
weeks' supplies for the army were crowded forward upon the
one line of communication by the Sorel. Burgoyne had very
nearly all the force which he had rei^rescnted "as sufficient.

His officers were well chosen, especially Phillips and Riedesel
as major-generals and the Highlander Fraser as an acting
brigadier. A diversion, from which great consequences were
expected, was to proceed by way of Lake Ontario to the Mo-
hawk river. Sir William Howe was notified that Burgoyne
had orders to force a junction with his army.

On the fifteenth of June, Burgoyne advanced from St.

Jolin's, as he thought, to easy victories and high promotion.
Officers' wives attended their husbands, promising themselves
an agreeable trip. On the twentieth some of the Indians,
shedding the first blood, brought in ten scalps and as many
prisoners. The next day, at the camp near the river Bouquet,
a little north of Crown Point, Burgoyne, the applauded writer
of plays for the stage, gathering round him the chief officers

of his army in their gala uniforms, met in congress about four
hundred Iroquois, Algonkin, and Ottawa savages, and thus
appealed to what he called "their wild honor"

:

" Warriors, you are free
;
go forth in might of your valor

and your cause ; strike at the common enemies of Great Brit-

ain and America, disturbers of public order, peace, and happi-
ness, destroyers of commerce, parricides of the state. The circle

round you, the chiefs of his majesty's European forces, and of

those of the princes, liis allies, esteem you as brothers in the

war; emulous in glory and in friendship, we will reciprocally

give and receive examples. Be it our task to regulate your
passions when they overbear. I positively forbid bloodshed,
when you are not opposed in arms. Aged men, women, chil-

dren, and prisoners must be held sacred from the knife and the
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from my camp ; I have but to give stretch to the Indian forces

under my direction, and they amount to thousands, to overtake

the hardened enemies of Great Britain. If the frenzy of hos-

tility should remain, I trust I shall stand acquitted in the eyes

of God and man in executing the vengeance of the state against

the wilful outcasts."

On the last day of June, Burgoyne declared in general or-

ders :
" This anny must not retreat

;
" while Saint-Clair wrote

to Schuyler :
" Should the enemy attack us, they will go back

faster than they came." On the first of July the invading

army moved up the lake. As they encamped at evening be-

fore Ticondcroga and Mount Independence, the rank and file,

exclusive of Indians, numbered three thousand seven hundred

and twenty-four British, three thousand and sixteen Germans,

two hundred and fifty provincials, besides four himdred and

seventy-three skilful artillerists, with an excessive supply of

artillery. On the third, one of Saiut-Clair's aids promised

"Washington " the total defeat of the enemy." On that day

Riedescl was studying how to invest Mount Independence.

On the fourth, Phillips seized the mills near the outlet of

Lake George, and hemmed in Ticondcroga on that side. In

the following night a party of infantry, following the intima-

tion of Lieutenant Twiss of the engineers, took possession of

Mount Defiance. In one day more, batteries from that hill

would play on both forts, and Riedesel complete the invest-

ment of Mount Independence. " We must away," said Saint-

Clair ; his council of war were all of the same mind, and the

retreat must be made the very next night. The garrison, ac-

cording to his low estimate, consisted of thirty-three hundred

men, of whom two thirds were effective, but with scarcely

more than one bayonet to every tenth soldier. One regiment,

the invalids, and such stores as there was time to lade, were

sent in boats up the lake to "Whitehall, while the great body of

the troops, under Saint-Clair, took the new road through the

wilderness to Hubbardton.

They left ample stores of ammunition, flour, salt meat, and

herds of oxen, more than seventy cannon, and a large number

of tents. Burgoyne, who came up in the fleet, sent Fraser

with twenty companies of English grenadiers, followed by
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the Lord's day, and keep up some sort of religious worship ;

"

that every man may choose that form of religious worship
" which shall seem to him most agreeable to the revealed will of

God." They provided for a school in each town, a grammar-
school in each county, and a university in the state. All

oflScerd, alike executive and legislative, were to be chosen an-

nually and by ballot ; the freemen of every town and all one-

year's residents were electors. Every member of the house of

representatives must declare " his belief in one God, the re-

warder of the good and the puuisher of the wicked ; in the

divine inspiration of the scriptures; and in the Protestant

religion." The legislative power was vested in one general

assembly, subject to no veto, though an advisory power was

given to a board consisting of the governor, lieutenant-gover-

nor, and twelve councillors. Slavery was forbidden and for-

ever
;
and there could be no imprisonment for debt. Once in

seven years an elective council of censors was to take care that

freedom and the constitution were preserved in purity.

The marked similarity of this system to that of Pennsyl-

vania is ascribed in part to the influence of Thomas Young of

Philadelphia, who had published an address to the people of.

Vermont. After the loss of Ticonderoga, the introduction of

the constitution was postponed, lest the process of change

should interfere with the public defence, for which the Yer-

mont council of safety supplicated aid from the New Hamp-
shire committee at Exeter and from Massachusetts.

On tile night of the sixth. Eraser and his party made their

bivouac seventeen miles from the lake, with that of Riedesel

three miles in their rear. At three in the morning of the

seventh both detachments were in motion. The savages hav-

ing discovered the rear-guard of Saint-Clair's army, which

"Warner, contrary to his instructions, had encamped for the

night at Hubbardton, six miles short of Castleton, Eraser, at

five, ordered his troops to advance. To their great surprise,

Warner, who was nobly assisted by Colonel Eben Erancis and

his New Hampshire regiment, turned and began the attack.

The English were like to be worsted, when Riedesel with his

vanguard and company of yagers came up, their music playing,

the men singing a battle-hymn. Francis for a third time

J :i1
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Early in July, Burgoyne confessed to Germain that, "were
the Indians left to themselves, enormities too horrid to think of
would ensue

;
guilty and innocent, women and infants, would

be a common prey." The general, nevertheless, resolved to

use them as instniments of " terror," and promised, after arriv-

ing at Albany, to send them " toward Connecticut and Bos-
ton," knowing full well that they were left to themselves by
La Come Saint-Luc, their leader, who was impatient of control
in the use of the sealping-knlfe. Every day the savages brought
in scalps as well aa prisoners. On the twenty-seventh, Jane
Maccrea, a young woman of twenty, betrothed to a loyalist in

the British service and esteeming herself under the protectiou
of British arms, was riding from Fort Edward to the British

camp at Sandy Hill, escorted by two Indians. The Indians
quarrelled about the reward promised on her safe arrival, and
at a half-mile from Fort Edward one of them sunk his toma-
hawk in her skull. The incident was not of unusual bar-

barity
; but this massacre of a betrothed girl on her way to

her lover touched all who heard the story. Burgoyne, from
fear of "the total defection of the Indians," pardoned the

assassin.

Schuy'or owed his place to his social position, not to military

talents. Anxious, and suspected of a want of personal courage,
he found everything go ill under his command. To the conti-

nental troops of Saint-Clair, who were suffering from the loss

of their clothes and tents, he was unable to restore confidence

;

nor could he rouse the people. The choice for governor of

New York fell on George Chnton; "his character," said

"Washington to the council of safety, " will make him pecu-
liarly useful at the head of your state." Schuyler wrote : " His
family and connections do not entitle him to so distinguished

a pre-eminence." There could be no hope of a successful cam-
paign but with the hearty co-operation of New England. Of
the militia of New England the British commander-in-chief
has left his testimony that, "when brought to action, they

were the most persevering of any in all North America ; " yet

Schuyler gave leave for one half of thc-i to go home at once,

«he rest to follow in three weeks, and then called upon Wash-
ington to supply their places by troops from the south of Hud-
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ty implored immediate aid ; the militia of Westchester were
absorbed in their own defence ; in the other coimties scarcely

men enough remained at homo to secure the plentiful harvest.

Menaced on its border from the Susquehannah to Lake Cham-
plain, and on every part of the Hudson, New York became the

battle-field for the life of the young republic ; its council sec-

onded Schuyler's prayers for reinforcements.

The commander-in-chief, in the plan of the campaign, had
assigned to the northern department more than its share of

troops and resources ; and had added one brigade which was
beyond the agreement and of wliich he stood in pressing need,

for the army of Howe was twice or thrice as numerous as that

from Canada. In this time of perplexity, when the country

from the Hudson to Maryland required to be guarded, the

entreaties from Schuyler, from the council of New York, and
from Jay and Gouverneur Morns as deputies of that council,

poured in upon Washington. Alarmed by Schuyler's want of

fortitude, he ordered to the north Arnold, who was fearless,

and Lincoln, who was acceptable to the militia of the eastern

states, and, even though it weakened his own army irretriev-

ably, still one more brigade of excellent continental troops

under Glover. To hasten the rising of New England, he

wrote directly to the brigadier-generals of Massachusetts and

Connecticut, urging them to march for Saratoga with at least

one third part of the militia under their command. At the

same time he bade Schuyler " never despair," explaining that

the forces which might advance under Eurgoyne could not

much exceed five thousand men ; that they must garrison every

fortified post left behind them ; that their progress must be

delayed by their baggage and artillery, and by the necessity of

cutting new roads u^.u clearing old ones ; that a party shoi^ld

be stationed in Yermont to keep them in continual anxiety for

their rear ; that Arnold should go to the rehef of Fort Stan-

wix
; that, if the invaders continaed to act in detachments, one

vigorous fall upon some one of those detachments might prove

fatal to the whole expedition.

In a like spirit he expressed to the council of New York
" the most sensible pleasure at the exertions of the state, dis-

membered as it was, and under every discouragement and dis-
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dranco in tlio war-path
; that thoy would have only to look on

and SCO Fort Stanwix fall; and for seven days he lavished

largesses on the fighting men and on their wives and children,

till "they accepted the hatchet." "Not much short of one
thousand Indian warrion?," certainly "more than eight hun-
dred," joined the white brigade of Saint-Leger. In addition
to these, Hamilton, the lieutenant-governor of Detroit, in obe-

dienco to orders from the secretary of state, sent out fifteen

several parties, consisting in the aggregate of two hundred and
eighty-nirie braves with thirty white oflicers and rangers, to

prowJ on the frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia.

Collecting his forces as ho advanced from Montreal by way
of Osv.x^go, Saint-Leger on the third of August came near the
carrying-place, where for untold ages the natives had borae
their bark canoes over the narrow plain that divides the waters
of the St. Lawrence from those of the Hudson. 1 ort Stan-
wix proved to bo well constructed, safe by earthworks against
artillery, and garrl-oned by six or seven hundred men under
Lieutenant-Colonel Gansevoort. A messenger from Brant's
sister brought word that General Nicholas Herkimer and the
militia of Tryon county wei-c marching to its relief. A plan
was made to lay for them an ambush of savages.

During the evening the savages filled the woods with yells.

The next morning, having laid aside their blankets and robes
of fur, tlicy all went out, naked, or clad only in hunting-shirts,
armed with spear, tomahawk, and musket, and supported by
Sir John Johnson and royal Yorkers, by Colonel Bnthi- \i

rangers, by Claus jmd Canadians, and by Lieutenant Bird and
regulars.

The freeholders of the Mohawk valley, most of them with
the sons of Germans from the palatinate for officers, seven or

eight hundred in number, misinformed as to the strength
of the besieging party, marched carelessly through the wood.
About an hour before noon, when they were within six miles
of the fort, their van entered the ambuscade. They were
surprised in front by Johnson and his Yorkers, while the In-

dians attacked their flanks with fury, and, after using their

muskets, rushed in with their tomahawks. The patriots fell

back without confusion to better ground, and renewed the fight

> f .1
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request Schuyler charged Arnold with an expedition to relievo

the garrison. Long before its approach an Indian ran into

Saint-Leger's camp, reporting that a thousand men vere com-
ing against them ; another followed, doubling the number ; a
third brought a rumor that three thousand men were close at

hand
; and, deaf to remonstrances and entreaties from their

superintendents and from Saint-Leger, the wild warriors robbed
the British oflicers of their clothes, plundered the boats, and
made off with the booty. Saint-Leger in a panic, though Ar-
nold was not within forty miles, hurried after them before

nightfall, leaving his tents, artillery, and stores.

It was Herkimer who " first reversed the gloomy scene

"

of the northern campaign. The pure-minded hero of the Mo-
hawk valley "served from love of country, not for reward.

He did not want a continental command or money." Before
congress had decided how to manifest their gratitude he died
of his wound; and they decreed him a monument. Ganse-
voort was rewarded by a vote of thanks and a command ; Wil-
lett, by public praise and " an elegant sword."

The employment of Indian allies had failed. The king,

the ministry, and, in due time, the British parliament, were
informed officially that the red men " treacherously committed
ravages upon their friends;" that "they could not be con-

trolled;" that "they killed their captives;" that "there was
infinite difficulty to manage them ; " that " they grew more and
more unreasonable and importunate." "When the Seneca war-

riors, returning to their lodges, told the story of the slaughter

of their chiefs, their villages rung with yells of rage and the

howls of mourners.

Burgoyne, who on the thirtieth of July made his head-quar-

ters on the banks of the Hudson, had detachments from seven-

teen savage nations. A Bruns-wick officer describes them as

" tall, warlike, and enterprising, but fiendishly wicked." On
the third of August they brought in twenty scalps and as

many captives; and Burgoyne approved their incessant ac-

tivity. To prevent desertions of soldiers, it was announced
in orders to each regiment that the savages were enjoined to

scalp every runaway. The Ottawas longed to go home ; but,

on the fifth of August, Burgoyne took from all his red warn-
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consulting with Seth Warner of Vermont, made his bivouac
on the fourteenth of August at the dietanco of a mile from the
post of Eaum, to whom he vainly offered battle. The regiment
of Warner came down from Manchester during the rain of
the fifteenth

; and troops arrived from the westernmost county
of Massachusetts.

When the sun rose on the sixteenth, Stark concerted with
his officers the plan for the day. Baum, seeing small bands of
men, in shirt-sleeves and carrying fowling-pieces without bayo-
nets, steal behind his camp, mistook them for friendly country
people placing themselves where he could protect them ; and
so five hundred men under Nichols and Herrick united in his
rear. While his attention was arrested by a feint, two hun-
dred more posted themselves on his right; and Stark, with
two or three hundred, took the front. At three o'clock Baum
was attacked on every side. The Indians dashed between two
detachments and fled, leaving their grand chief and other war-
riors lifeless on the field. New England sharpshooters ran up
within eight yards of the loaded caimon, to pick off the can-
noneers. When, after about two hours, the firing of the Bruns-
wickers slackened from scarcity of powder, the Americans
scaled the breastwork and fought them hand to hand. Baum
ordered his infantry -with the bayonet, his dragoons with their

sabres, to force a way ; but in the attempt he fell mortally
wounded, and his veteran troops surrendered.

Just then the battalions of Breymann, having taken thirty
hours to march twenty-four miles, came in sight. Warner now
first brought up his regiment, of one hundred and fifty men,
into action

; and with their aid Stark began a new attack, using
the cannon just taken. The fight raged till sunset, when Brey-
mann, abandoning his artillery and most of his wounded men,
ordered a retreat. The pursuit continued till night ; those who
escaped owed their safety to the darkness. During the day
less than thirty of the Americans were killed, and about forty
were wounded ; the loss of their enemy was estimated at full

twice as many, besides at least six hundred and ninety-two
prisoners, of whom more than four hundred were Germans.

This victory, one of the most brilliant and eventful of the

war, was achieved spontaneously by the husbandmen of New

!^i
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CHAPTER XIII.

M'
I

PltOQRESS OF Bin WILLIAM HOWE AND BURGOYNE.

July-October 20, 1777.

A DOUBT arose whether Washington retained authority over

the new chief of the northern department till congress declared

that "they never intended to supersede or circumscrihe his

power ;

" but, from an unwillingness to confess their own mis-

takes, from the pride of authority and jealousy of his superior

popularity, they slighted his advice and neglected his wants.

They remodelled the commissary department in the midst

of the campaign on a system which no competent men would
undertake to execute. Washington, striving for an army,
raised and officered by the United States, " used every means
in his power to destroy state distinction in it, and to have
every part and parcel of it considered as continental ; " congress

more and more reserved to the states the recruiting of men,
and the appointment of all but general officers. Political and
personal considerations controlled the nomination of officers

;

and congress had not vigor enough to drop the incapable.
" The wearisome wrangles for rank," and the numerous com-
missions given to foreign adventurers of extravagant preten-

sions, made the anny " a just representation of a great chaos."

A reacting " spirit of reformation " was at first equally undis-

ccrning
; Kalb and Lafayette, arriving at Philadelphia near the

end of July, met with a repulse. When it was told that La-

fayette desired no more than leave to risk his life in the cause

of liberty without pension or allowance, congress gave him the

rank of major-general, and Washington received him into his

family
; but at first the claim of Kalb was rejected.
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tlirough an open country wliicli Lad no difficult passes, no
rivers bat fordable ones, and was inhabited chiefly by royahsts

and Quakers. When Sulhvan, who had just lost two hundred

of the very best men in a senseless expedition to Staten Island,

brought up hia division, the American array, > 'hicl . advanced

to the highlands beyond "Wilmington, was not more than half

as numerous as the British ; but Howe, from the waste of

horses on his long voyage, was compelled to wait till others

could be provided.

On the third of September the two divisions under Com-
wallis and Knyphausen began the march toward Philadel-

phia; Maxwell and the light troops, composed of drafts of

one hundred men from each brigade, occupied Iron Hill, and,

after a sharp ski? li^h in the woods with a body of German
yagera and ligL ifantry, withdrew slowly and in perfect or-

der. For two days longer Howe waited, to provide for his

wounded men in the hospital-ship of the fleet, and purchase

still more means of transportation. Four miles from him,

Washington took post behind Eed Clay creek, and invited an

attack. On the eighth, Howe sent a strong column in front of

the Americans to feign an attack, while his main army halted

at Milltown. The British and Germans went to rest in full

confidence of turning Washington's right on the morrow, and

cutting him off from the road to Lancaster. But Washington

had divined their purpose, and, by a masterly and really secret

movement, took post on the high grounds above Chad's ford

on the north side of the Brandywine, directly in Howe's path.

The baggage of the army was sent forward to Chester. A
battery of cannon Avith a good parapet guarded the ford. The

American left, resting on a thick, continuous forest along the

Brandywine, which below Chad's ford becomes a rapid, encum-

bered by rocks and shut in by abrupt high banks, was suffi-

ciently defended by Armstrong and the Pennsylvania militia.

On the right the river was hidden by thick woods and the

unevenness of the country ; to Sullivan was assigned the duty

of taking " every necessary precaution for the security of that

flank ;
" and the six brigades of his command, consisting of rhe

divisions of Stirling, of Stephen, and his own, were stationed

in echelons alon<; the river.
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isli troops, wliicli beheld tins movement as they lay at rest for
a full hour after their long march in the hot day, were led to
the attack before he could form his line. His division, badly
conducted, fled without their artillery, and could not bo rallied.

Their flight exposed the flank of Stirling and Stephen. These
two divisions, only half as numerous as their assailants, in spite
of the " unofticerlike behavior" of Stephen, fought in good
earnest, using their artillery from a distance, their muskets
only when their enemy was within forty paces ; but under the
charge of the Hessians and British grenadiers, who vied with
each other in fury as they ran forward with the bayonet, the
American line continued to break from the right. Conway's
brigade resisted well ; Sullivan showed personal courage

; La-
fayette, present as a volunteer, though wounded in the leg
while rallying the fugitives, bound up the wound as he could*^

and kept the field till the close of the battle. The third Vir-
ginia regiment, commanded by Marshall and stationed apart in
a wood, held out till both its flanks were turned and half its

officers and one third its men were killed or wounded.
Howe seemed likely to get in the rear of the continental

army and complete its overthrow. But, at the sound of the
cannon on the right, Washington, taking with him Greene and
the two brigades of Muhlenburg and Weedon, which lay near-

est the scene of action, moved swiftly to the support of the
wing that had been confided to Sullivan, and in about forty
minutes met them in full retreat. His approach checked the
pursuit. Cautiously making a new arrangement of his forces,

Howe again pushed forward, driving the party with Greene
till they came upon a strong position, chosen by Washington,
which completely commanded the road, and which a regiment
of Virginians under Stevens and another of Pennsylvanians
under Stewart were able to hold till nightfall.

In the heat of the engagement the division with Knyphau-
Ben crossed the Brandywine in one body at Chad's ford. The
left wing of the Americans, under the command of Wayne,
defended their intrenchmv ats against an attack in front ; but

when, near the close of the day, a strong detachment threat-

ened their rear, they made a well-ordered retreat, and were not

pursued.
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being largely Quakei's, wore friendly or passive. Negro slaves

prayed for liis success, hoping "that, if the British power
should bo viotorion.s, all the negro slaves wonld become free."

Wiushington, who had marched from Chester to German-

town, after having supplied his men with provisions and forty

rounds of cartridges, recroased tlie Schuylkill to confront once

more the army of Howe, who had been detained near the

Bnmdywino till ho could send his wounded to Wilmington.

The two chiefs marched toward Goshen. On the sixteenth,

]3onop and his yagers, who pressed forward too rapidly, were

encountered by Wayne ; but, before the battle became general,

a furious rain set in, which continued all the next night ; and

the American army, as, from the poor <piality of their accou-

trements, their cartridges wore drenched, were obliged to re-

tire to replenish their anmiunition.

It was next the pur^wse of the British to turn Wasliing-

ton's right, so as to ghut him up between the rivers ; but ho

took care to hold the roads to the south as well as to the north

and west. Late on the eighteenth Alexander Hamilton, who

was ordered to Philadelphia to secure military stores, gavo

congress notice of immediate danger ; and its members, few

in number, fled in the night to meet at Lancaster.

When, on tlie nineteenth, the American army passed

through the Schuylkill at Parker's ford, Wayne was left with

a largo body of troo])s to fall upon any detached party of

Howe's ai'my. On the night following the twentieth, just as

he had called up his men to mako a junction with anotlier

American party, ]\rajor-General Grey of the British army, with

three regiments, broke in upon them by surprise, and, using

the bayonet oidy, killed, wounded, or took at least three hun-

dred. Darkness and Wayne's presence of mind saved his

cannon and the rest of his troops.

The loss opened the way to Philadelphia. John Adams,

the head of the board of war, blamed Washington without stint

for having crossed to the eastern side of the Schuylkill :
" If

he had sent one brigade of his regular troops to have headed

the militia, ho might have cut to pieces Howe's army in at-

tempting to cross any of the fords. Howe will wait for liis

fleet in Delaware river. Heaven grant us one great bouI!

I
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Tlio war of America was a war of ideas more than of ma
tonal power. On the ninth of September, Jay, tlio first cliief
justice of the now connnonwealth of New York, as he opened
Its supremo court in Kingston, charged tlio grand jury in those
words

: « Free, mild, and equal government begins to rise
Divme Providence has made the tyranny of princes instru'
mental in brcakirg the chains of their suhfects. Whoever
co.npares our present with our former constitution will admit
that all the calamities incident to this war will be amply com
pensated by the many blessings flowing from this glorious
revolution. Thirteen colonies immediately become one poo
pie, and unanimously determine t.> bo free. The people of thig
state have chosen their constitution under the guidance of
reason and experience. The highest respect has been paid to
those groat and equal rights of human nature which should for
ever romam inviolate in every society. You will know no
power but such as you create, no laws but such as acquire all
their obligation from your consent. The rights of conscience
Jmd private judgment arc by nature subject to no control but
that of the Deity."

Gates, after twenty days of i^reparatiou, moved his army
to Stillwater, and on the twelfth of Sept. lubcr encamped on
Bohmus's Heights, a spur of hills jutting out nearly to tbo
Hudson, wliich Kosciuszko had selected as the ground on
which their cnomy was to be waited for. The army counted
nine thousand effectives, eager for action.

For the army of Burgoyne a hundred and eighty boats
were hauled by relays of horses over the two portages between
Lake Gcorgo and the river at Saratoga, and laden with pro-
visions for one month. Tlien calling in all his men, he gave
up his connections, and with less than six thousand rank and
file ho proceeded tow^ird Albany. On the thirteenth his army
crossed the Hudson at Schuylcrville by a bridge of boats, and
encamped within six miles of the American army.

At once Lincoln, carrying out a plan concerted with Gates,
sent from Manchester five hundred light troops without artil-
lery, under Colonel John Brown of Massachusetts, to distress
the British in their rear. In the morning twilight of the
eighteenth Brown surprised the outposts of Ticonderoga, in-

V- V- •> •
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ing his own position, which was the object of the daj. At
four, Gates ordered out the New York regiment of Cortlandt
followed in a half-hour by that of Henry Livingston. The
battle was marked by the obstinate courago of the Americans
but by no manoeuvre; man fought against man, regiment
against regiment. An American party would capture a can-
non, and drive off the British ; the British would rally and
recover it with the bayonet, but only to fall back before the
deadly fire from the wood. The Americans used no artil-
lery; the British employed it with effect; but the commander
of their principal battery was killed, and some of his officers
and thirty-six out of forty-eight matrosses were killed or
wounded. At five, all too late in the day. Brigadier Learned
was ordered with his brigade and a Massachusetts regiment
to the enemy's rear. Before the sun went down Burgoyne
was in danger of a rout; the troops about him wavered, when
Riedesel, with a single regiment and two cannon, struggliuf^
through the thickets, across a ravine, climbed the hill and
charged the Americans on their right flank. Evening was
at hand, and those of the Americans who had been engaged
for more than three hours had nearly exhausted their ammu-
nition; they withdrew within their 'lines, taking with them
their wounded and a hundred captives. On the British side
three major-generals came on the field ; on the American side
not one, nor a brigadier till near its close. The glory of the
day was due to the several regiments of huslandmen, who
fought ynth one spirit and one will, and needed only proper
support and an able general to have utterly routed the army of
Burgoyne. Of the Americans, praise justly fell upon Morgan
of Virginia and Scammel of New Hampshire; none offered
their lives more freely than Cilley's continental re,',riment and
the Connecticut militia of Cook. The American 'oss, includ-
ing the wounded and missing, proved less than three hundred
and twenty; distinguished among the dead ^v-:.o Lieutenant-
Colonel Andrew Colburn of New Hampshire. This battle
crippled the British force irretrievably. Their loss exceeded
BIX hundred. Of the sixty-second regiment, which left Canada
five hundred strong, there remained less than sixty men and
four or five officers. « Tell my uncle I died like a soldier,"

i\''
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about a thousand occupied the pass of Dunderbcrg, and, by a

difficult, circuitous march of seven miles, at five o'clock camo
in the rear of Fort Montgomery. Vaughan's troops were then

ordered to storm Fort Clinton with the bayonet. A gallant

resistance was made by the governor ; but at the close of twi-

light the British, by the superiority of numbers, forced the

works. In like manner Fort Montgomery was carried; but
the two commanders and almost all of both garrisons escaped

into the forest. A heavy iron chain with a boom had been
etrotched across the river from Fort Montgomery to Anthony's

Nose. Overruling the direction of Governor Clinton, Putnam
ordered down two continental frigates for the defence of the

chain; but, as they were badly manned, one of them could

not be got off in time; the other grounded opposite "West

Point ; and both were set on fire in the night. Fort Consti-

tution, on the island opposite West Point, was abandoned, so

that the river was open to Albany. Putnam, receiving large

reinforcements from Connecticut, did nothing with them. On
the seventh he wrote to Gates :

" I cannot prevent the enemy's

advancing; prepare for the worst;" and on the eighth: "The
enemy can take a fair ynnd and go to Albany or Half Moon
with great expedition and without any opposition." But Su
Henry Clinton, who ought a month sooner to have gone to

Albany, garrisoned Fort Montgomery and returned to New
York, leaving Vaughan with a large marauding expedition to

ascend the Hudson. Yaughan did no more than plunder and

burn the town of Kingston and the mansions of patriots along

the river.

After the battle of the nineteenth of September the con-

dition of Burgoyne rapidly grew more perplexing. The Ameri-

cans in his rear broke down the bridges which he had built,

and so swarmed in the woods that he could gain no just idea

of their situation. His foraging parties and advanced posts

were harassed ; horses grew thin and weak ; the hospital was

cumbered with at least eight hundred sick and wounded men.

One third part of the soldier's ration was retrenched. While

the British army declined in number. Gates was constantly re-

inforced. On the twenty-second Lincoln arrived, and took

command of the right wing ; he was followed by two thousand

* ? . ii



1777. BDRGOYNE'S SURRENDER.
187

-all b»,l, d>ic% ^fTrJ ,1° TT "f°^°'
^'"^'•^

In the eveuing of tho fourtrin ? ,

'° ^""'™™ <"""?•

by a roundabout marcllTrntoTft
^f"?,' T"""*^

*" '"«'"

do this, it wa. anawerod, the Bri&h ml, f
A„,o„cans. To

their boats and provis ons ,T'f„ "''''"'''
'"''y''' '""«

Kicdesol advised'l «Jt re? oaf to ^ r',
"'^ ^'"''"""''«-

gojne still continuod to ^Tl!l ! "^
^'''T'"-''!

bnt Bur-

beW. On tho seventhh" to IT''''""^ T'^ '™"
sanee, and, if tho Americ fn!^ u ?^ " S""d reconnois-

tbink of a retrea . AtX n J ? T ''^'"'^"M he would

day seven hundred men If FrT " ° 'l""noming of that

of B^ymann's, andZlLTd JT'T^*''"^ ''"'""''

out for the service TheW I,

"',"'<'^«'l
». "'''•o pieked

disaster night »i«ht inre'lSXX&nir^^ "^

led by Burgoyno, who took with him Pl,ni- t>- ^^ """^

Fraser. The fate of the mnyZ!Zl^^^' ^'f"^^'
""^

more than fifteen hundred Cnllb„T'''''r'•?' "'"^
posing tho camu TI,„, . , T ™ 'P'"^'' without ex-

ti ime™:::^;jxttfi' ?"""*
'f

« ™"^ ^™-
double ranks, offering battle T^f- ?-1;

"""^ ^' <'''™ '"

eight brass pieces Z! tw! i ^ "''''"*'7' """sisting ofW waa op^ thT '^d T''™^^'=" PO'"^''; their

and an Engli hZ-lnt T' IT""'
"'"^ *" "«'" '"''""V

by a wooded hIl°^Z 1^' ""f, '^^ "^ht, which was skirtedW serfot^oTWW r, i''
n' ""^ "»'- ^'"'«

and I^lians wer: t:;ern;o:rit!:r^:t;r
^"'^^-^^'^'

eage^for\atr?e;"vedt"'"^''" "' '''™'> ^^^^ »»
whelm the d toe m If T^'"*,

™','.*°'""^ ^''«"'^°' t" "ver-

taneous attack^^1^^*0,1'^^" "' ^'^"' ' ^''">'>-

iittie before three o-cSe coluZt th"e Am
'™'"- ,^

composed of Poor's hri».ri. f ii T, ^ American right,

I Iffwir;!

Kn:r

? jiMI

fl:i

[ ! I

;i:l«^

:i



jllhi

188 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, kp. it. on. XIII.

a circuit, to reach tho flank and rear of the British right, upon
which the American light infantry under Dearborn inij)etuou8l v
descended. In danger of being surrounded, Burgoyno ordered
Fraser with the hght infantry and part of tho twenty-fourth
regiment to form a second Hue in the roar, so as to secure tho
retreat of tho army. Wliilo executing this order, Fraser wa^
hit by a ball from a sharpshooter, and, fatally wounded, was
led back to the camp. Just then, within twenty minutes from
the begitming of tho action, tho British grenadiers, suffering
from the sharp fire of musketry in front and flank, wavered
and fled, leaving Major Ackland, their commander, severely

wounded. These movements exposed tho Brunswickers on
both flanks, and one regiment broke, turned, and fled. It ral-

lied, but only to retreat in less disorder, driven by tho Ameri-
cans. Sir Francis Clarke, BurgojyTie's first aid, sent to the
rescue of the artillery, was mortally wounded before ho could
deliver his message; and the Americans took all the eight

pieces. In tho face of the hot pursuit, no second line could
bo formed. Burgoyne exposed himself fearlessly ; a shot

passed through his hat, and another tore his waistcoat ; but he
was compelled to give the word of command for all to retreat

to tho camp of Fraser, which lay to tho right of head-quarters.

As he entered, ho betrayed his sense of danger, crying out

:

" You must defend the post till the very last man 1 " The
Americans pursued with fury. Arnold, who had ridden upon
the field without orders, without command, without a staff,

and beside himself, like one intoxicated, yet caiTying some
authority as tho highest officer present in the action, gave or-

ders which argued thoughtlessness rather than courage. By
his command an attack was made on tho strongest part of the

British lino, and continued for more than an hour, though In

vain. Meantime, the brigade of Learned made a circuit and
assaulted the quarters of tho regiment of Broymann, which
flanked the extreme right of the British camp, and was con-

nected with Fraser's quarters by two stockade redoubts, de-

fended by Canadian companies. These intermediate redoubts

were stormed by a Massachusetts regiment headed by John
Brooks, aftersvari governor of that state, and with little loss.

Arnold, who had joined in this last assault, lost his horse and
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waa himself l,aJly wounded within the work,. Time and thelo,s of blood restored his senses. The regiment of Rr^ylnn
'^^^ now exposed n f™,t and rear. Its "olonel, %atSntly was mortally wounded; son.e of his tro.^n,^e^Td
.i,e rest, about two hundred in „„„,bor, surrendered. Colonelbpoth, who led a small body of Gennans to his support "v^ken pnsoner. The position of Breymann was 1^^^Bnrgoyne's eamp; but the direetion, for its reeovl Ldnotbee.xecuted. Night ended the battle.

"""""^ ">«1<1

During the fight, neither Gates nor Lincoln appeared ontl e held In l„s report of the aetion. Gates named ArnoU^h Morgan and Dearborn; and eong;ss rostorlrtTd o
1.0 rank winch he had claimed. The action w.as the bat«e oftabandmeu, m which men of the valley of Virgiui. , of J arvland, of Pennsylvania, of New York and nf w

''

"J ^7^,
fought together with inc spirit for^'th; tmrnon'^lf^Tl
array of Burgoyne was g™tly outnumbered, its caWe start!.ng. Its hosp,ta cumbered with sick, wounded and dyt^ten o'clock m the night ho gave orders to retkt ; but li dayb«k he had only transferred his camp to the h igZs abo™

Jdtt? •
^'^" ''™"''

'" ^''"^^ "- Weless^ess of
1™

Fraser questioned the sui^con eagerly as to his wound andwhen ho leanied that ho must dicf he cried ont™ at„v
' Danined ambition!" At sunset of the eighth ll boX'a tended by the office., of his fan.ily, w^ bofne by soUfeSof h.8 corps to the great redoubt above the HudsonThe"ho had asked to bo buried • tI,o ti,^„» •

"°™ ^'""^

goyne Phillin. .^ ^""f ',
,

major-generals, Bur-goyne, I inihps, and Riedcsel, and none beside, followed a,mourners; and, under the fire of the American art lervtire-dor for the burial of the dead was strictly observed o«i tZ

and^lv"'-^"','.''i°^
''•°"'' ^"'goy^", abandoning the woundedand sick in his hospital, continued his retreat- but The Idbeing na„ow and heavy from rain and the niX' dark hemade halt two milos sljnrf ^f Qo,.„+ t ,
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tenth Eurgovne sent out a party to reconnoitre the road on
the west of tlie Hudson; but Stark, who after the battle of
Bennington had been received at home as a conqueror, had
returned with more than two thousand men of New Hampshire
and held the river at Fort Edward.

At daybreak of the eleventh an American brigade, favored
by a thick fog, broke up (lie British posts at the mouth of the
Fishkill and captured all their boats and all their provisions
except a short allowance for five days. On the twelfth the
British army was completely invested, and every spot in its
camp was exposed to rifle shot or cannon. On the thirteenth
Burgoyne for the first time called the commanders of the corps
to council, and they were unanimous for treating on honorable
terms.

The American army and the freeholders of New York andNew England, who had voluntarily risen up to resist the in-
vasion from Canada, had, by their unanimity, courage, and
energy, left the British iio chaxicc of escape. " The great bulk
of the country," wrote Burgo;>Tie, "is undoubtedly with the
congress m principle and zeal." When the general who should
have directed them remained in camp, their common zeal cre-
ated a harmonious correspondence of movement, and baffled
the oflicers and veterans opposed to them. Gates, who had
never appeared in the field - during the campaign, took to him-
self the negotiation, and proposed that they should surrender as
prisoners of war. Burgoyne replied by the proposal that his
army should pass from the port of Boston to Great Britain
upon the condition of not serving again in North America
dunng the present contest ; and that the ofiicers should retain
their carnages, horses, and baggage free from molestation or
search, Burgoyne "giving his honor that there are no public
stores secreted therein." Gates, uneasy at the news of Brit-
ish forces on the Hudson river, closed with these "articles
of convention," and on the seventeenth « the convention was
signed." A body of Americans marched to the tune of Yan-
kee Doodle into the lines of the British, who marched out andm mute astonishment laid down their arms with none of the

* Nor was Gates in company with Lincoln when Lincoln was wounded. Cor-
rect Gordon, n., '566, Eng. Ed., by note in N. Y. Doc. Uist., iv., 640.
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American eoHieiy to witness the Bpectacio -Rr^A
ser..d to them for the, had none leCt flour
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CHAPTER Xiy.

THE CONTEST FOn THE DELAWARE RIVER. THE CONFEDERATION.

September-November 1777.

The approach to PliiladelpLia by water was still obstructed
by a double set of clievaux-de-frise, extending across the chan-
nel of the Delaware

: one, seven miles from Philadelphia just
below the mouth of the Schuylkill, and protected by 'Port
Mercer at Eed-bank on the New Jersey shore and Fort Mifflin
on Mud Island

; the other, five miles still nearer the bay, and
overlooked by works at Billingsport.

On the second of October a detachment was put across tlie

Delaware from Chester; the garrison at Billingsport, spiking
then- guns, fled, lea^^ng the lower line of obstructions to be
removed without molestation. Faint-heartedncss spread along
the river; from the water-craft and even from the forts there
were frequent desertions both of officers and privates. Wash-
ington must act, or despondency will prevail.

The village of Gcrmantown formed for two miles one con-
tinuous street. At its centre it was crossed at right angles by
Howe's encampment, which extended on the right to a wood
and was guarded on its extreme left by Hessian yagers at the
Schuylkill. The first battalion of light infantry and the
queen's American rangers were advanced in front of the ri.^]it

wing; the second battalion supported the farthest pickets^of
the left at Mount Airy, about two miles from the camp; and
at the head of the village, in an open field near a large house,
built solidly of stone and known as that of Chew, the fortieth
regiment under the veteran Musgrave pitched its tents. In-
formation reached Howe of an intended attack, but he re-
ceived it with incredulity.

\
i
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his camp for battle, wliile Miisgrave, detaching a part of his
regiment to support the fugitives, threw liimself with six com-
panies into Chew's house by tlie wayside and barricaded its
lower windows and doors. The cannon of the Americans were
too light to breach its walls.

As nothing was heard from Greene, Sullivan, as he ap-
proached Chew's house, directed Wayne to pass to the left of
it while he advanced on its right. In this manner the two
divisions were separated. The advance was slow, for it was
made in line

;
and the troops wasted their ammunition by an

incessant fire. Washington, with Maxwell's part of the re-
serve, summoned Musgrave to surrender; but the officer who
carried the white flag was fired upon and killed. Urged for-
ward by his own anxiety and the zeal of the young officers of
his staff, Washington left a single regiment to watch the house
and with the rest of the reserve advanced to the front of the
battle.

And where was Greene with the two thirds of the attack-
ing force which had been confided to his command? He
reached the British outpost three quarters of an hour behind
time

;
then, at a great distance from the force which he was

to have attacked, he formed his whole wing, and in line of
battle advanced two miles or more through marshes, thickets
and strong and numerous post-and-rail fences. Irretrieva-
ble disorder was the consequence; the line was broken and
the divisions became mixed. Macdougall never came into the
fight; Greene, with the brigades of Scott and Muhlenbero-,
entered the village and attacked the British right, which ha'd
had ample time for preparation. They were outflanked, and,
after about fifteen minutes of heavy firing, were driven back;
and the regiment which had penetrated farthest was captured!
Stephen with one of his brigades came as far as the left of
Wayne's division

; tlie commander of the other, which was on
the extreme right of the wing, left the way marked out by
his orders and went to Chew's house. There the brigade
halted, and with light field-pieces began to play upon its walls.

For this cannonade Wayne's division could not account, except
by supposing that the British right had gained their rear; and,
throwing off all control, they retreated in disorder. Sullivan's
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river had delayed its reduction ; under a feeling of exasperated
impatience, Sir William Howe gave verbal orders to Colonel
Bonop, who had expressed a wish for a separate command, to

carry lied-bank by assault if it could easily be done. On the
twenty-second, Donop, with five Hessian regiments and their

artillery, four companies of yagers, a few mounted yagers, and
two English howitzere, arrived near the fort, wliich on three
sides could be approached through thick woods within four
hundred yards. It was a pentagon, with a high earthy ram-
part, protected in front by an abattis. The battery of eio-ht

three-pounders and two howitzers was brought up on the right

wing, and directed on the embrasures. At the front of each
of the four battalions selected for the assault stood a captain
with the carpenters and one hundred men bearing the fas-

cines. Donop, at half-past four, summoned the garrison iu

arrogant language. A defiance being returned, he addressed
a few words to his troops. Each colonel placed himself at

the head of his division ; and at a quarter before five, under
the protection of a brisk cannonade from all their artillery,

they ran forward and carried the abattis. On clearing it'

they were embarrassed by pitfalls, and were exposed to a ter-

rible fire of small arms and of grape-shot from a concealed
gallery, while two galleys, wliich the bushes had hidden, raked
their flanks with chain-shot. Yet the bravo Hessians formed
on the glacis, filled the ditch, and pressed on toward the ram-
part. But Donop, the officers of his staff, and more than half

the other officers, were killed or wounded; the men wlio

climbed the parapet were beaten down with lances and bayo-
nets

;
and, as the morning twilight was coming on, the assail-

ants fell back under the protection of ti;eir reserve. Many of

the wounded crawled into the forest ; Dcnop and a few others

were left behind. The survivors marched back during the

night unpursued. As the British ships-of-war which had at-

tempted to take part in the attack fell down the river, the Au-
gusta, of sixty-four guns, and the Meriin frigate grounded. The
next day the Augusta was set on fire by red-hot shot from the

American galleys and floating batteries, and blew up before

all her crew could escape; the Meriin was abandoned and

burned. From the wrecks the Americans brought off two

I >
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ward to victory hy the rising of tlio people, Wasliington en-
countered in Pennsylvania internal feuds, and a religious sect
which forbade to its members the use of arms.

By the tenth of November the British had comi^leted their
batteries on the reedy morass of Province Island, five hundred
yards from the American fort on ]\[ud Island, and began an
incessant lire from four batteries of heavy artillery. Smith
gave the opinion that the garrison could not repel a stormino.
party; but Major Fleury, the French engineer, reported the
place to bo still defensible. On the eleventh, Smith, havincr
received a slight hurt, passed immediately to Ked-bank ; the
next in rank desired to be recalled ; and early on the thirteenth
the brave garrison of but two hundred and eighty-six fresh
men and twenty artillerists was confided to Major Simeon
Thayer of Rhode Island, who had distinguished himself in the
expedition against Quebec, and who now volunteered to take
the desperate command. Directed by Thayer and Fleury, tlio
garrison held out during an incessant bombardment and 'can-
nonade. On the fifteenth, the wind proving fair, the Vigi-
lant carrying sixteen twenty-four pounders, and the hulk of^a
large Indiaman with three twenty-four pounders, aided by tho
tide, were warped through an inner channel which the ob-
structions in the river had deepened, and anchored so near tlie

American fort; that they could send into it hand-grenades, and
marksmen from the mast of the Vigilant could pick off men
from its platfomi. Five large British ships-of-war, which
drew near the chevaux-de-frise, kept off the American flotilla,

and sometimes fired on the unprotected side of the fort. The
land batteries, now five in number, played from thirty pieces
at short distances. The ramparts and block-houses on Mud
Island were honeycombed, their cann m nearly silenced. A
storming party was got ready

; but Sir AVilliani Ilov.^, who on
the fifteenth waa present with his brother, gave orders to keep
up the fire all night through. In the evening Thayer sent all

the garrison but forty men over to Red-bank, and after mid-
night followed with the rest. When, on the sixteenth, the
British troops entered the fort, they found neariy every one
of its cannon stained with blood. Never were orders to de-
fend a place to the last extremity more faithfully executed.

Lv.'V-;>'.
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which the greater part was a wiUlernoflH, associated with no
recollections. The confederacy was formed under tlio in-
fluence of political idwus which liad been developed by a
contest of centuries for individual and local liberties against
an irresponsible central authority. Now that power hud passed
to the people, new institutions were required strong cnou<rh
to protect the union, yet without inipaii-ing the liberties of tlio
state or the individual. But America, misied by what belonged
to the past, took for her organizing force the principle of re-
sistance to power, which in all the thirteen colonies had been
hardened into stubbornness by resistance to oppression.

During the sixteen months that followed the introduction
of the plan for confederation prepared by Dickinson, the
spirit of separation, fostered by uncontrolled indulgence, and
by opposing interests and institutions, visibly increased in con-
gross; and every change in his draft, which of itself proposed
only a league of states, diminished tho energetic authority
w^hich is the first guarantee of liberty.

The United States of America included withhi their juris-
diction all the territory that had belonged to the old thirteen
colonies

;
and, if Canada would so choose, they were ready lo

amiex Canada.

In the republics of Greece, citizenship had in theory been
confined to a body of kindred families, which fonned an heredi-
tary caste, a multitudinous aristocracy. Such a system could
have no permanent vitality ; and the Greek republics, as the
Italian republics in after-ages, died out for want of citizens
America adopted the principle of tho all-embracing unity of
society. As the American territory was that of the ofd thirteen
colonies, so the free people residing upon it formed the free
people of the United States. Subject and citizen were cor-
relative terms

;
subjects of the monarchy became citizens of

the republic. He that had owed primary allegiance to the king
of England now owed primary allegiance to united America;
yet, as the republic was tho sudden birth of a revolution, the
moderation of congress did not name it treason for the fomer
subjects of the king to adhere to his government; only :t ^\.l8

held that whoever chose to remain on the soil, by residence
accepted protection and owed allegiance. This is the reason
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hancod tho evil and foreboded anarehy ; while eaeh state had
ono vote, " great and very interesting (lueHtionH " could bo car-
ried only by tho concurrence of nine states. If the advice of
Samuel Adams had been listened to, tho vote of nine states
would not have prevailed, unless tlicy represented a majority
of the people of all tho states. For tho transaction of less ini-

portant business, an alllrniativo vote of seven states w:u3 re-

quired. In other words, in tho ono case tho assent of two
thirds of all the states, in tho other of a nuijority of them all,

was needed, the absence of any state having the force of a
negative vote.

TJie king's right to levy taxes in tho colonics by parliament
or by his prerogative had been denied, aiul no more than a
power to make rwpiisitions had been conceded : in liko manner
it wius assumed as a fimdamental article that tho United States
in congress assembled shall never impose or levy any tax or
duties, but only make re(piisitions for money on tho several
etates

;
and this restiiction, such was the force of usage, was ac-

cepted without remark. ]^o one explained the distinction be-
tween a su[)crIor power wielded by an hereditary king in an-
other hemisphere and a superior power which should°bo tho
chosen expression of the will and reason of the nation. The
country had broken with the past in declaring independence;
it w-ent back into bondage to the past in forming its iirst con-
stitution. The king might establish a general post-ofliee, it

had been held, for public convenience, not for a purpose of
revenue; in like manner congress might authorize rates of
postage to defray the expense of transi^rting the mails. The
colonics under the king had severally levied import and ex-
port duties

;
the same power was reserved to each separate

state, to be limited only by the proposed treaties with Trance
and Spain.

The new republic was left without any independent reve-
nue, and the charges of the government, its issues of paper
money, its loans, were to bo nltimatcly defrayed through
requisitions for the quotas assessed upon the separate states.

The diiference between the North and the South growing out
of the institution of slavery decided the rule for the distdbu-
tion of these quotas. By tho draft of Dickinson, taxation was
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the states which by their charters extended indefinitely west,
or west and north-west, refused to accept the United States as
the umpire to settle their boundaries, except with regard to
e^h other.

Jealousy of a standing army and the superiority of the
civil over the military power were among the dearest tradi-
tions of English hberty. It was borne in mind that victorious
legions revolutionized Eome ; that Charles I. sought to over-
turn the institutions of England by an army ; that by an army
Charles II. waa brouglit back without conditions ; that by a
standing army, which Americans themselves were to have been
taxed to maintain, it had been proposed to abridge American
liberties. In congress this distrust of military power existed
all the more for the confidence and undivided affection which
the people bore to the American commander-in-chief, and has
for its excuse that human nature was hardly supposed able to
furnish an example of a military liberator of his country, de-
sirous after finishing his work to go into private life. Ve
have seen how earnestly Washington endeavored to establish
an army of the United States. His plan, which, at the thue
it was proposed, congress did not venture to reject, was now
deliberately demolished. To prevent a homogeneous organiza-
tion, it not only left to each of them the exclusive power over
its militia, but the exclusive appointment of the regimental
officers in its quota of land forcas for the general service.

As in England, so in A^rierica, this jealousy did not extend
to maritime affairs

; the separr :e states had no share in the ap-
pointment of oflicers in vhs navy.

As the king in England, so the United States determined
on peace and war, sent ambassadors to foreign powers, and
entered into treaties and alliances; but, beside their general
want of executive power, the grant to make treaties of com-
merce was limited by the power reserved to the states over
imports and exports, over shipping and revenue.

Tlie right of coining money, the right of keeping up ships-

of-war, land forces, forts, and garrisons, were shared by con-
gress with the respective states. No state, Massachusetts not
more than South Carolina, would subordinate its law of treason
to the will of congress. The formation of a class of national

i : , ,
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constitution without the unanimous consent of its members, had
not enough of vital force to keep itself alive. But a higher

spirit moved over the darkness of that formless void. Not-
withstanding the defects of the confederation, the congress of

the United States, inspired by the highest wisdom of the

eighteenth century, and seemingly without debate, imbodiod
in their work four capital results, which Providence in its love

for the human race could not let die.

The republics of Greece and Eome had been essentially no
more than governments of cities. AVhen Rome exchanged
the narrowness of the ancient municipality for cosmopohtan
expansion, the republic, from the false principle on which it

was organized, became an empire. The middle ages had free

towns and cantons, but no national republic. Congress had
faith that one repubhcan government could comprehend a con-

tinental territory, even though it should extend from the Gulf
of Mexico to the uttermost limit of Canada and the eastern

limit of Newfoundland.

Having thus proclaimed that a republic may equal the

widest empire in its bounds, the relation of the United States

to the natural rights of their inhabitants was settled with supe-

rior wisdom. Some of the states had, each according to its pre-

vailing superstition or prejudice, narrowed the rights of classes

of men. One statp disfranchised Jews, another Catholics,

another deniers of the Trinity, another men of a complexion
different from white. The United States in congress assem-

bled, suffering the errors in one state to eliminate the errors

in another, rejected every disfranchisement and superadded
none. The declaration of independence said, all men are

created equal ; by the articles of confederation and perpetual

union, free inhabitants were free citizens.

That which gave reality to the union was the article which

secured to " the free inhabitants " of each of the states " all

privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several states."

Congress appeared to shun the term " people of the United

States." It is nowhere found in their articles of confederation,

and rarely and only accidentally in their votes
;
yet by this act

they constituted the free inhabitants of the different states one

people. When the articles of confederation reached South
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Carolina for confirmation, it was perceived that they secured
equal rights of inter-citizenship in the several states to the free
black nihabitant of any state. This concession was opposed in
the legislature of South Carolina, and, after an elaborate speech
by Wilham Henry Drayton, the articles were returned to con-
gress with a recommendation that inter-citizenship should be
confined to the white man; but congress, by a vote of eight
states against South Carolina and Georgia, one state being di-
vided,_ refused to recede from the universal system on which
American institutions were to be founded. The decision was not
due to impassioned philanthropy: slavery at that day existed in
everyone of the thirteen states ; and, notwithstanding manymen South as well as North revolted at the thought of continu-mg the institution, custom scarcely recognised the black man
as an equal

;
yet congress, with a fixedness of purpose restinc.

on a principle, would not swerve from its position For"
when It resolved upon independence and had to decide onwhom a demand could be made to maintain that independence
It defined as members of a colony all persons abiding within it
and deriving protection from its laws. Now, therefore when
mter-state rights were to be confided to the members of each
state, It looked upon every freeman who owed primary alle-
giance to the state as a citizen of the state. The free black in
habitant owed allegiance, and was entitled to equal civil rights
and so was a citizen. Congress, while it left the regulation of
the elective franchise to the judgment of each state, in the arti-
cles of confederation, in its votes and its treaties with other
powers, reckoned all the free inhabitants, without distinction
ot ancestry, creed, or color, as subjects or citizens. But Amer-
ica, though the best representative of the social and political
acquisitions of the eighteenth century, was not the parent of
the Idea m modern civilization that man is a c< tistituent mem-
ber of the state of his birth, irrespective of his ancestry. It
was already the public law of Christendom. Had America
done less, she would have been a laggard among the nations.

One other hfe-giving excellence distinguished the articles
of confederation. The instrument was suffused with the idea
of securmg the largest liberty to individual man. In the an-
cient Greek republic, the state existed before the individual
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and absorbed the individual. Thought, religious opinion, wor-

ship, conscience, amusements, jojs, sorrows, all activities were

regulated by the state ; the individual lived only as an integral

part of the state. A declaration of rights is a declaration of

those liberties of the individual which the state cannot justly

control. Tho Greek system of law knew nothing of such Hber-

ties ; the Greek citizen nc. or spoke of the rights of man ; the

individual was merged in the body politic. At last a govern-

ment founded on consent could be perfected ; for the acknowl-

edgment that conscience has its rights had broken up the

unity of despotic power, and confirmed the freedom of the in-

dividual. Because there was life in all the parts, there was

the sure promise of a well-organized life in the whole.

Yet the young republic failed in its first effort at forming

a general union. The smoke in the flame overpowered the

light. " The articles of confederation endeavored to reconcile

a partial sovereignty in tho union with complete sovereignty

in the states, to subvert a mathematical axiom by taking away

a part and letting the whole remain." The polity then formed

could hardly bo called an organization, so little did the parts

mutually correspond and concur to the same final actiors.

The system was imperfect, and was acknowledged to be im-

perfect. A better one could not then have been accepted;

but with all its faults it contained the elements for the evolu-

tion of a more perfect union. Tho sentiment of nationality

was forming. The framers of the confederacy would not ad-

mit into that instrument the name of the people of the United

States, and described the states as so many sovereign and inde-

pendent communities; yet already in the circular letter of

November 1777 to the states, asking their several subscrip-

tions to the' plan of confederacy, they avowed the purpose to

secure to the inhabitants of all the states an " existence as a

free people." The child that was then born was cradled be-

tween opposing powers of evil; if it will live, its infant

strength must strangle the tAvin serpents of separatism and cen-

tral despotism.
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CHAPTER XY.

THE WINTEK AT VALLEY FOEGE. BKITAIN IN WANT OF TROOPS.

KovEMBEE 1777-Apeil 1778.

When at last "Washington was joined by troops from the
nor hem annj a clamor arose for the capture of Philadelphia.
Protected by the Schuylkill and the Delaware, the city could
be approached only from the north, and on that side a chain
of fourteen redoubts extended from river to river. Moreover
he army by ^^ich it was occupied, having been reinforced
from New York by more than three thousand men, exceeded
nineteen thousand. Four American officers voted in comicil
for an assault upon the lines of this greatly superior force-
but the general, sustamed by eleven, disregarded the murmurs'
of congress and rejected " the mad enterprise."

With quickness of eye he selected in the woods of White-
marsh strong ground for an encampment, and there, within
fourteen miles of Philadelphia, awaited the enemy, of who^
movements he received exact and timely intelligence. On the
severely cold night of the fourth of December the British,
fourteen thousand strong, marched out to attack the AmericaiJ
bnes Before daybreak on the fifth their advance party
halted on a ndge beyond Chestnut Hill, eleven mUes from
Philadelphia, and at seven their main body formed in one Hne,
with a few regiments as reserves. The Americans occupied
thickly wooded hills, with a morass and a brook in their front.
Opposite the British left wing a breastwork defended the only
point where the brook could be easily forded. At night the
British force rested on their ams. Washington passed the
liours m strengthening his position ; and though, according.
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to Kalb who was present, he had but seven thousand really

effective men, he wished for an engagement. Near the end
of another day Howe marched back to Germantown, and on
the next, as if intending a surprise, suddenly returned upon
the American left, which he made preparations to assail.

Washington deUvered in person to each brigade his orders on
the manner of receiving their enemy, exhorting to a reliance

on the bayonet. All day long, and until eight in the even-
ing, Howe kept up his reconnoitring, hnt found the American
position everywhere strong by natui i'.: d by art. Nothing
occurred but a sharp action on Edgt Hill between light

troops under Gist and Morgan's riflemen and a British party
led by General Grey. The latter lost eighty-nine in killed

and wounded
; the Americans, twenty-seven, among them the

brave Major Morris of New Jersey. On the eighth, just after

noon, the British suddenly marched by the shortest road to

Philadelphia. Their loss in the expedition exceeded one hun-
dred. The rest of the season Howe made no excursions ex-

cept for food or forage ; and Washington had no choice but

to seek winter-quarters for his suffering soldiers ; while Gates,

with Conway and Mifflin, formed a cabal to drive Washington
into retirement and put Gates in his place.

Military affairs had thus far been superintended by a con-

gressional committee. After some prelude, in July 1777, it

was settled in the following October to institute an executive

board of war of five persons not members of congress.

Conway, a French ofiicer of Irish descent, had long been
eager for higher rank. In a timely letter to Richard Henry
Lee, a friend to Conway, Washington wrote: "His merits

exist more in his own imagination than in reality ; it is a maxim
with him not to want anything which is to be obtained by
importunity ;

" his promotion would be " a real act of injus-

tice," likely to " incur a train of irremediable evils. To sum
up the whole, I have been a slave to the service ; I have un-

dergone more than most men are aware of to harmonize so

many discordant parts ; but it will be impossible for me to be

of any further service if such insuperable difficulties are thrown
in my way." Conway breathed out his discontent to Gates,

writing in substance :
" Heaven has been determined to save
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j-our countpj, or a weak general and bad connsellore would.ave ™,nod .t.
'

The correspondents of Gates did not scn"p em then- letters to speak of the eommander-in^ehief with btoer
ness or contempt "Tins army," wrote Keed, "notwitirnl
jng the efforts of our amiable chief, has as jot gathered nolaurels I perfectly agree with that sentiment whW e ds tore^qncstyonr assistance." On the seventh, Mifflin, leaving hU
oflice of quartermaster-general, of which he had ne-Iected the

1 1 w^f • , "^ ".I"""'"' words of Conway haviuffthrough Wallunson been made known to Washington, on™!muth he commumeated his knowledge of them to Con^y and
to Inm alone. Conway in an interview justified them mliTl
apoloa, a.>d a^ter the interview reported his defiane o^
jngton Mifflm. On tl,c tenth, Sullivan, knowing the ol
.on of h,s brother officers and of Ins chief, and^that "Hdiscussion at a council of war about appointing an inspector
general Conway's pretensions met with no favor, ,vrZTa...ember of congrcsss: "No man can behave better in actLnthan General Conway; his regulations in his brigade are muchbetter than any m the army ; his knowledge of militarymXt
f..r exceeds any officer wo have. If the office of IT^.
general w. h the rank of major-general was given him 1^n„y would soon cut a different figure from what they nowdo On he same day Wayne expressed his purpose "to

Miflim On the eleventh, Conway, foreseeing that Gates waspreside at the board of war, offered to form^or hh„ a planf r the .nstruction of the army; and, on the fifteenth toadvance h.s mtngue, he tendered his i^signation to eonlssOn the seventeenth, Lovell of Massachusetts wrote to Gat™hreatemng W:.shington "with the mighty torrent of pubSchmor and vengeance," and subjoined :" How diffcrent'^you^
conduct and your fortune! this amy wiU be totally lost unZ;ou come down and collect the virtuous band vriio wish toftgh under your bam.er." On the twenty-first, Wa,™ fo^

TaStaf-T *'"^'' ^"™''^'' Ws'own'rashrs; Zpar.iged Washmgton as having more than once slighted thefavors of fortune. On the twenty-fourth, congress^ ilceivtd
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the resignation of Conway, and referred it to the board of war
of which Mifflin at that time was the head. On the twenty-
seventh they filled the places in that board, and appointed
Gates its president. On the same day Lovell wrote to Gates

:

" We want you in different places ; we want you most near
Germantown. Good God, what a situation we are in I how
different from what might have been justly expected ! " and
he represented "Washington as a general who collected as-

tonishing numbers of men to wear out stockings, shoes, and
breeches, and " Fabiused affairs into a very disagreeable pos-

ture." On the twenty-eighth, congress, by a unanimous reso-

lution, declared in favor of carrying on a winter's campaign
with vigor and success, and sent three of its members to di-

rect every measure which circumstances might require. On
the same day Mifflin, explaining to Gates how Conway had
braved the commander-in-chief, volunteered his own opinion
that the extract from Conway's letter was a " collection of just

sentiments." Gates, on receiving the letter, wrote to Conway

:

" You acted with all the dignity of a virtuous soldier." lie

wished " so very valuable and polite an officer might remain
in the service." To congress he complained that his corre-

spondence had been betrayed to Washington, with whom he
came to an open rupture. On the thirteenth of December
congress, following Mifflin's report, appointed Conway inspec-

tor-general, promoted him to be a major-general, made his

office independent of the commander-in-chief, and referred

him to the board of war for the regulations which he was to

introduce. Some of those engaged in the cabal, " which had
its supporters exclusively in the North," wished to provoke
"Washington to resign his place.

This happened just as Washington at Whitemarsh had
closed the campaign with honor. The problem which he must
next solve was to keep together through the cold winter an

army without tents, and to confine the British to the environs

of Philadelphia. There was no town which would serve the

purpose. Valley Forge, on the Schuylkill, but twenty-one miles

from Philadelphia, admitted of defence against the artillery of

those days, and had more than one route convenient for escape

into the interior. The ground lay between two ridges of hills,

n^ '?
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and was covered by a tliick fnrPHf a „ i
•

t.o spot, tw .L i:\iTo^ cti::rj:iiT„i

Valley Forgo, .ittTo'eo::!
"^C itUf^T^r™'/

WasLington could see in the t^ees a Tw o o
" btTt

... rog,,lar streets and affording shelter eno„l to save "h

'

amiy from dispersion. The order for tl,»,v f !°
cdvod b, office, and .on aa ^^ ,bTf^^l^Zthey were astonished at the ease vvJfl, ,i •

i

^™''™">'^' and

their Christmas Mid^rtLrchri d t^ V'' '^. ""^"^ "*

Washmgton was followed to Tallov Fo.™ l,v w, 7'
congress transmitting the remonstrancT of tf ci c^^nf

"

sanbly of Pennsylvania against his goin<. into IZ 1
To this reproof Washingto'n, on the'^^nt;:d^ TLZdeserved blame upon Mifflin for ne^lec' of rW,

^^
m...er-general, replied: "For the w:'n^rora^t?d:;s'C.;"
of p ovsions, an opportunity scarcely ever offered of t!^^^an advantage of the enemv tl„t i, ? ,

™''™'' °* taking

obstructed or greaWimSdtr °°' 'T "*'=' »*%
or in far™eJhZrf^f,tt oXr"W 1 '°

'T?"^'^
no less than two thousand eigTt hundrS JiLt"'- u

'^^

:.rr:ittssr-t£S^^^^

tSffl fr^
""'^ winter-quarters a. much a. if theytnoiigiit the soldiers were made of stnnVa ^^ of t -^

sure those o-entlemen ihni iT' 7 '*''''^'- ^ «^^ as-

tbose miseries which it is neS """^ '^"^ ^ P^*^

prevent,"
""^'"'^"^ '^ "^y Po^er to relieve or
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While the shivering soldiers were shaping the logs for their

cabins, the clamor of the Pennsylvanians continued ; and, the
day after Christmas, Sullivan, who held with both sides, gave
his written advice to Washington to yield and attack Howe in

Philadelphia, " risking every consequence in an action." On
the last day of the year an anonymous writer in the " New
Jersey Gazette," at Trenton, supposed to be Benjamin Rush,
began a scries of articles under the name of a French officer

to set forth the unrivalled gloiy of Gates, who had conquered
veterans with militia, pointing out plainly Washington's suc-

cessor.

The next year opened gloomily at Yalley Forge. To the
touching account of the condition of the army, congress, which
had not provided one magazine for winter, made no response
except a promise to the soldiers of one month's extra pay, and
a renewal of authority to take the articles necessary for their

comfortable subsistence. On the fifth of January 1778, Wash-
ington renewed his remonstrances :

" It will never answer to

procure supplies of clothing or provision by coercive measures.

Such procedures may give a momentary relief, but, if repeated,

besides spreading disaffection, jealousy, and fear among the

people, never fail, even in the most veteran troops under the

most rigid and exact discipline, to raise in the soldiery a dis-

position to plunder, difficult to suppress, and not only niinous
to the inhabitants, but, in many instances, to armies themselves.
I regret the occasion that compelled us to the measure the

other day, and shall consider it among the greatest of our mis-
fortunes if we should be under the necessity of practicing it

again." Still, congress did no more than, on the tenth and
twelfth of January, appoint Gates and Mifflin, with four or

five others, to repair to head-quarters and concert, reforms.
While those who wished the general out of the way urged

him to some rash enterprise, or sent abroad rumors that he was
about to resign, Benjamin Eush, in a letter to Patrick Henry,
represented the army of Washington as having no general at

their head, and went on to say :
"A Gates, a Lee, or a Conway

would in a few weeks render them irresistible. Some of the

contents of this letter ought to be made public, in order to

awaken, enlighten, and alarm our country." Tliis communi-
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cation, to which Rush did not sign hi, name, Patrick Ilenrvrece,ved w,th score, and noticed only by sending it to W^h^,„gton. An anonymons paper of the hlce stamp, transndttod
to Henry Laurens, then president of congress took tC

7

direction Meantime, the council and ^I^^'o^^r^liZ:
renewed to coagre^ their wish that PhiladelphiaShe
letter as proof of a rising spirit, and directed the committKsaappointed to go to camp to consult on the desired aZk^viUthe government of Pennsykaniaand with General Wa^^ingtontonway having vainly striven to alienate Lafayettefromjyasnington and even to induce him to abandon the UnitedStates, the board of war sought to entice the young "p^
scntative of France by dazzling him with ideas o^f gW^Sconcert with Conway, and without consulting wSkWtonthey induced congress to sanction a winter exp^editirS
Canada under Lafayette, who was not yet tlentZne yZold, with Conway for his second in command, and wlh StuTAt a banquet given in his honor by Gates i^t YorCwn uiayette braved the intriguers, and made them all drhk hbtoast to the health of their general. Assured by Gates tha^he ™ild command an army of three thousand men, and ZlStark would have already destroyed the shippW at g^John's, Lafayette, having obtained from congre^ K»Ih1 ^
second, and Washington as his di«,ct su^e^ ^alrd toAlbany There the three major-genemls ^«f the Sin
Stiri Tl "''"f"^

"' ^"'^"^"^ '>y '^^^t^' French^ rStark wrote for orders. The avaUable force for the conglTountmg a regiment which Gates detached from theZv of

no 8to,e of provision, nor clothing suited to the oUmate ofCanada^nor means of tmnsportation. Two yea^' sirvS tathe northern department cannot leave to Gatrthe n e! If

cfp^rit :: •?v,^^,'
"^ "«- --» of admtsSi™

Slights and seliisli cabals could wound the sensibOitj, but
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not affect the conduct of Washington. Ills detractors took an
unfair advantage, for ho was obliged to conceal the weakness
of liH army from the enemy, and tliereforo from the public
To William Gordon, who was gathering materials for a history
of the war, lie wrote freely

:
« Neither interested nor ambitious

views led mo into tho service. I did not sohcit the command
but accepted it after mucli entreaty, with all that diffldonco
which a conscious want of ability and experience equal to tho
discharge of so important a trust must naturally excite in ammd not quite devoid of thought; and, after I did en-a-e
pursued tho great lire of my duty and tho object in vietv^s
far as my judgment could direct, as pointedly as the needle' to
the polo. No person ever heard me drop an expression that
had a tendency to resignation. The same principles that ledme to embark in the opposition to tlie arbitrary claims of Grea^
Britain operate with additional force at this day; nor is it my
desire to withdraw my services, while they are considered of
importance to the present contest. There is not an officer in
tho service of the United States that would return to tho
sweets of domestic life with more lieartfelt joy than I should
but I mean not to shrink in the cause."

'

In his remonstnmces with congress he wrote with plain-
ness, but with moderation. His calm dignity alike irritated
and overawed liis adversaries; and nothing could shake tho
confidence of the people, or divide the affections of the army
or permanently distract the majority of congress. Thosewho had been most ready to cavil at him soon wished their
rash word3 benevolently interpreted or forgotten. Gates
denied the charge of being in a league to supersede Washing-
ton a^ a wicked, false, diabolical calumny of incendiaries, and
would not believe that any such plot existed

; Mifflin exoner-
ated himself m more equivocal language; and both retired
from the committee that was to repair to head-quarters. The
J^rench minister loudly expressed to the officers from his coun-
try ks disapprobation of their taking part in any cabal what-
ever. In the following July, Conway, thinking himself mor-
tally wounded m a duel, wrote to Washington : " My career
wil soon be over; therefore justice and truth prompt mc to
declare my last sentiments. You are in my eyes the great and
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virtue. Iho commuico, wl.ich toward tl,o onj of January«-a (...ally sent to eon.,„lt with Wa«l,i„gton, wa., con.Zj.xeIu»,voly of u.embo,^ of co„g,u,s , and tho u, jority
™tC»,K,cmlly Cl,ar OS Carroll of Maryland and John 11,^0^ ofV ,rgn„a wcro h.s friend.. Thoy discerned at once tCfol^

eould I have thrown^lf"! hl^ wUhrii^h^it
the common cause?"* "Rnf I'n ti.^

vium^ injury to— of .lie, the ^2:!:jzt:i2::^ti
^=rrn"^:r:redroftf-
J^-a, one of the eonnnlttee, reported tlj^t

'

iiedtrTewant of straw or other bedding to raise them fron the col^da,n,, earth. Inoculation was for a like re.u.on del yed
"'

n.ost every speces of eamp-traosportation was performed tvmen who without a mnrmur, yoked themselves to iSrear

without bread. TherewasdanLrT* *w ™^ ™
fron, famine or disper™st^of'Id"

'"^'' "™"' ''^^

provMc-d tr'aTd'the^ m"'
"""" ''"

"''''"'^'P'™ -ere wellprcnucd tor, and the oflieers quartered upon tho inhabitants1.0 days w-ere spent in pastime, the nights in entertaTnme2By a proportionate tax on tl.e pay and allowances of each officer'a house was opened for daily resort and for weekly Ms ^^tha gammg-table, and a room devoted to the playeCo 'chessTlnee a week dramas were enacted by amateur performerThe curtam painted by Andre was ^atly admCd tZ™rrd'-™ ""
T"^ ?^ '"^ ^i" aristo^^i Jerrepresented, hyed m open heentiousnees. At a grand reviewan English girl, mistr^ of a colonel and dresaed^iTthoTZ'

* Mazzei
: Recherche?, iv., 120.
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of liis regiment, drove down the line in her open carriao-e
with great ostentation. The pursuit of pleasure was so eager
that an attack in wmter was not added to the trials of the
array at VaJlej Forge, even though at one time it was reduced
to five thousand men.

During the winter the members present in congress were
sometimes only nine, rarely seventeen ; of former members
Franklin, Jefferson, John Rutledge, Jay, and others were em-
ployed elsewhere, and Jolm Adams had recently been elected
to succeed Deane as commissioner in France. The want of
power explains the inefficiency of congress. It proposed in
January to borrow ten milHons of dollars, but it had no
credit. So in January, February, and March two millions of
paper money were ordered to be issued, and in April sLx
and a half milhons more. These emissions were rapidly fol-
lo^^ed by corresponding depreciations. When the currency
lost Its value, congress would have had the army serve on from
disinterested patriotism

; but Washington pointed out the qual-
ity in human nature which does not permit practical aifairs to
be conducted through a succession of years by a great variety
of persons without regard to equitable interests'and just claims

;

and, after months of resistance, officers who should serve to
the end of the war were promised half-pay for seven years
pnvates a sum of eighty dollars.

'

The opportunity of keeping up an army by voluntary en-
listments having been thrown away by the jealousy of con-
gress, Washington, in February, in a particular manner laid
before the congressional committee of arrangement, then with
the army at Valley Forge, a plan of an annual draft as the
surest and most certain, if not the only, means left for conduct-
ing the war "on a proper and respectable ground." Toward
the end of the month congress adopted the advice, but
changed its character to that of a transient expedient. It di-
rected the continental battalions of all the states, except South
Carolina and Georgia, to be completed by drafts from their
mihtia, but limited the term of service to nine months. The
execution of the measure was unequal, for it depended on the
good-will of the several states ; but the scattered villages pa-
raded their militia for the draft with sufficient reg. arity to
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TWHe.3 approved b,^^^^^Z^:^Cooke, the governor of iho c.fo+^
''^ ^«J-trrea to

T. 1- 1 1 .Xir, I ^^® ^*^*®' was accepted. Everv iWp.bodied slave m Ehode Island receivprl hv u ri "T
^

in tlie army for the war On3 "^ ^ ^'^'^*^ *^ ^°^^«*

and entitled to aH tlwages ^Z"! T^'^
'^ '"""^ ^^^^

congress to any soldier. The state '^''T^''^"'''"
^''''' ^^

to their masters.
' "''^' '^^^ compensation

Unable to force a defaulting a^ent to a softlpmor^f
i.> Feb„,„,a«W thelegis>at„L"„f th^re^Sre^:
laws for ho recovery of dobts duo to the United Stlte a^dit mvited the supreme exPPnfiV« ^-p

csiates
,
ana

behavior of all civ^I a:d r^ClmJ^'JTv^T^,
*^

in the exocntion of thoir offioes
*"^ ®""*''

The regulation of the sfiflF /^^ +^^
Joseph Eeod, no,v a member rfeoLessSfT '"'P^' ""

partment; and'ior thatl^^G^tt ^tleZtT^lftt
"^irrz;^ rotheXrrr

^"'"™--
flues, wo. station' d near e nl^^ "{^''7

""'™ "'^^
among themselves, the emolnS\™t sLT 0?^""'°'

Sr *" ': *"''^'' «1™"^ between'Itr' ZZt

derived ftrel^tionr ST"'' ""^ "''^^^ *° "«

nod through congrTndeJenrnrorwS^^^^^
ongh repeatedly solicited, would neL sanS fb^ iis a^:

the hnnd of that 'f I ? ""'* ''"""* partnership with^nl ot that uupartment, a third partner, not in "office,
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being the only one known to the public. Wlien he was cen-
sured for his desire of gaiuin- wealth from his office as quar-
temiaster-gencral, he offered the excuse that, aa he made a
sacrifice of his command of a division and so of his chances of
glory in the field, he had a right to be compensated by lartre
emoluments. °

The place of inspector-general fell to Baron Steuben, a
Prussian officer, then forty-seven years of age. The hi'o-h
military rank which he assumed without right but withott
question, the good opinion of Vergennes and Saint-Germain
the recommendation of Franklin, the halo of having served
dui-ing the seven years' war under the great Frederic,''and real
merit, secured for him an appointment as major-general. On
the twenty-third of February he was welcomed to Valley
Forge. He benefited the country of his adoption by "intro-
ducing into the army a regular formation and exact disciphne
and by establishing a spirit of order and economy in the in-
terior administration of the ro"-iments." *

Yet there remained a dec])ly seated conflict of opinion be-
tween congress and the conunander-in-chicf on questions of
principle and policy. Washington would from the first hav-
had men enlisted for the war; congress, from jealousy of
standing annies, had insisted upon short enlistments. Wash-
ington wished the exchange of prisoners to be conducted on
one uniform mie; congress required a respect to the law of
treason of each separate state. Washington would have one
continental army; congress, an army of thirteen sovereignties
Congress was satisfied with the amount of its power as a help-
less committee; Washington wished a union with efficient
powers of government. Congress guarded separate indepen-
dence

;
the patriotism of Washington took a wider range, andm return the public affection, radiating from every part c^ the

United States, met in him. All this merit, and this popularity,
and the undivided attachment of the anny, made congress
more sensible of their own relative weakness. They felt that
their perfect control over the general was due to his own
nature, and^that nature could not be fully judged of before
the end. Nor was it then known how completely the safety

* Uamilton's Works, ii., 229.
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of the countiy against military usurpation lay in the characterof tliu American people.
>-"<ujuor

I'D allay tI,o jealousy of congress, Washington, on thetwcntytot of Apr.1 wrote to one of its delegate : "Underproper l„n,at,ons ,t is certainly true that Ending armies1dangerous to a state. The p:^j„diees of other counW^sl„™
only gone to them in ti„,o of peace, and from their bc"ng rlImgs. .s our pol,cy to be prejudiced against them if moof war, though they a,-e citizens, having all the ties and int™
cste cfzens, and iu most cases property totally unconncZwth the mditary hne. The jealousy, impolitic in the extane
can answer not a single good purpose. It is un ust, b causino order of men ,n the thirteen states has paid a mo^ sa^^regard to the proceedings of conga-ss than the army f^wthout arrogance or the smallest deviation from truth, it mavho s.ud that no history now extant can furnish an ins ance ofan a „,y s suffermg such uncommon hardships as cm. Zionoand boarmg them with the same patience and fortitude Thei;

ence wlucJ m iny opmion can scarce bo j,aralleled. Theremay have been some remonstrances or applications to congas!

Bhould we be If this privilege were denied ; but these will notauthorize nor even o.cuse a jealousy that they are tCr^fore

r:;:!: tCrrt!" T°T',r
-^'""^ ^«*s submit

We shoidd loo f""" ''° """o "f "«'«° distinctions.We should all, congress and army, be considered as one peoBle

me same end. In framing an oath of fidelity for all civil andm,l,t..ry officers, congress, much as it avoided the exri"onmade them swear that the " people of the United States" owedno allegiance to the king of Great Britain. The soldL sJiwmg -nder one common flag, to establish one common indTpondence and though in want of food, of shoos, of do hes of

i" 2 betteLft'"™:;
"'*""« "'^'' i"^* diseontent^o

The troops of Tjiirf'DxrT,^. _,.„_•_. 1 . ,,
i r^njTiG rcmamud m tile environs of Bos-
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ton. As if preparing an excuse for a total disengagement
from his obligations, Burgoyne, complaining without reason
of the quarters provided for his officers, wrote and insisted
that the United States had violated the public faith, and re
fused to congress descriptive lists of the non-commissioned
officers and soldiers who were not to serve in America durinff
the war. On these grounds congress suspended the embarka
tion of the troops under his command till it should receive
notice of a ratification of the convention by the court of Great
Britain. Burgoyne sailed for England on his parole.

To counteract the arts of the British emissaries among the
Indians on the borders of Virginia and the Carolinas, CoWel
JNathaniel Gist was commissioned to take into the public ser
vice two hundred of the red men and fifty of the white inhabi-
tants of the neighboring counties. Care was taken to preserve
the friendship of the Oneidas.

The American militia of the sea were restlessly active
In the mght of the twcnty-scventli of January a privateer took
the fort ot N ew rrovidencc, one of the Bahama isles, made prize
of a British vessel of war of sixteen guns, which had gone in
for repairs, and recaptured five American vessels. On the
seventh of March, Biddle, in the Eandolph, a United States
tugate of thirty-six guns on a cruise from Charieston, fall-
ing in with the Yarmoutli, a British ship of sixty-four guns,
hoisted the stars and stripes, fired a broadside, and continued
tlie engagement till his ship went down.

The king of England succeeded but pooriy in liis nego-
tiations for subsidiary troops. The crazy prince of Anhalt-
Zerbst, who ruled over but three hundred square miles with
twenty thousand inhabitants, after unceasing importunities,
bargamed with the king of England to deliver, at his own risk-
twelve hundred and twenty-eight men. On their way to the
place of embarkation, as they passed near the frontier of
1 russia, three liundred and thirty-three of them deserted in
ten days, and the number finally delivered was less tlian half
of wha was promised. When they arrived at their destinationm Quebec, Carleton the governor, having no orders respecting
them, would not suffer them to disembark till a messenger
brought back orders from England.
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opono,! tho HOHsi,),, of parliunuM.I, only ll,rt,o nyHtotUH vvoro pro
POSlHl. I ho klM^r i„Mis(o,l on ft (.0„fiM„atio„ of tho Will', witl'o,.f,
•v^nird fo tho wusto of lifo or troasnro, till tho colonios nhouM
ho ivduood to Huhonlination. Cliutham huuI : " l<Vanco l„w
•nsultoil you, atul our ininiHtors ,lar.> not intorposo with diirnitv
<>«• HUvt. My lonls! .y,,,, oannot (.o„(,uor An.onVa. ]„ tl.roo
(•atnpaigi.M wo havo dono lu.thing and MdlVMvd nntch Vo„may hwoII ovory .«xp,.nHo, aconmnlato ovc«ry usHiHtanco yo„ (,,„huy or borrow, tralllo and l,art,<r with ovi-ry litth, pitiful (iorman prnuv^ that 8oll« an<l hcmuIs \m sul.i(r(H t,,» tho nhand.IoH of
a huvi^n, princo: .your olVorts aro forovor vain uud in.potont
doul.lym, Ironi this inoroonary aid on which jo.i rcly for it'

irntatos to an inc-unihio ros(«ntniont. If I woro an Amorirui'
.us I am an lOnj-li^Juna,., whilo a fon.>„ troop was landed* in'
•ny country, I novor would lay down n.yanns; novor, novcr
m>vor. And ho donouno,>,l tho allianoo with 'Mho horrihlj
I"'II-lu)unds of sava^ro war." His advioo, frood from rhotorio
was to oonoilialo Anu-rica l»y a chango of ministry, and tomako war ,)u I'^-a.uv. Tho third pla.n, which was that of ij.o
liockino-ham parly, was oxpn>ssod by tho duko of Kichmotul'
" 1 would sooner givo up ovory claim to Anu-rica, than continue
|ni uiijust and cruel c-ivil war." A low days later. Lord (Chat-
ham invc.^-hcd a-ainst a rmmuou which Markham, tho arch-
bishop of \ork, had preached and published, rellecling on tho
" uleius of sava-o liberly " in Anu-rica, an,l denounced his teach-mp^ JUS " tho doctrines of Atierbury and Sachevi-rell "

Returning from the fati-uin- dobato of tho Hcccmd of Do-
oember on tho state of tho nati,»n, Lord North rocvived tho
news of the loss of .lJuriroyn(«'s ar.ny. Ho wa.s so a-itated that
ho could neither eat nor sleep, and tho next day at tho lovoo
his distress wa.s visible to tho foroi-n ministoiu Concession
after defeat was humiliatin.o:; but there must bo prompt ac-
tion, or France M-ould interfere. In a debate of tho eleventh,
tho duko of Riclmu.nd, from tho impossibility of conquest
ar-ued for - a peace on the terms of independence, and an alli-
ance or tederal union." Hurko in the commons was for an
agreement with tho Americans at any rate. " The ministers
know a., little how to make peace a.s war," said Fox ; and pri-
vately among his friends, openly in the house of commons, he
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1 7 I'ii;

CHAPTER XYI.

THE ASPECT OP CONTINENTAL EUROPE.

1775-1781.

The United States needed an allj in France, but the minis-
ters of that kingdom were unwilling to risk a war with Great
Britain except with the certainty of the acquiescence of conti-
nental Europe

; the history of the next years of the United
States cannot be understood without a knowledge of the dis-

position of the several powers of Europe toward them.
France was sure of the forbearance of Austria, for Austria

had chosen the Bourbon powers for its allies.

In Italy, which by being broken into fragments was reft of
its strength though not of its beauty, the United States yainly
hoped to find support from the ruler of Florence, of whose
humane code the world had been full of praise. The king of
Naples, as one of the Spanish Bourbons, conformed his policy
to that of Spain. But the genius of the Italians has always
revered the struggles of patriotism ; Alfieri saw in' America
the prophet of Italian unity ; and Filangieri was preparing
the work, in which, with the applause of the best minds, he
claimed for reason its rights in the government of men. Por-
tugal in-itated the United States by closing its ports against
their ships

; but was scarcely heard of again during the war.
The Turkish empire affected the course of American affairs

during the war and at its close. The embroilment of the west-
em maritime kingdoms seemed to leave its border provinces
at the mercy of their neighbors ; and there were statesmen in

England who wished peace, that their country might speak
with authority on the Bosphorus and the Euxine.



nrs-irsi. the aspect op coktinental eitrope. ^^

peatedl^ad;ised the oX2nf^t ""7 °™''"™' "''<'«•

State/she confldenTariV^dlTT, T '"^ ^'"'«'

she would not interfere fn^^T ,
'''^" ^™''j' *at

pleased to see the^Zw off ;^"%' :fC"/^-.t""heart was all in the Orient <,,,„,
^™ "' ^"g'and- Her

empire on thebIw andIT ,*° f'*""' " ^''™«»
West should prete to™lt^„ M T^ "'^^ '^''™"^'" »' *«
Of England,I'lt^ZZf^^Zl 1^r""P'^-

"Tlt-?r '^"-'-^^^^^^ -ion, she

^lrs^^i:'a:-£-^^^^
the time the French minister atltollto^^r' ^'? ^^ ,-*

nizers of the Delaware w»™ g r°'"'''°™- The oldest colo-

^.nd their deseenl^srrhettruntrTtfr

had dashing c^ ^^If T '^' =°d their king, who

hold in the East It, tl„ j ,
,^ "^"^^ '"d » fool^

in the German diet at Ealh^ l"^
^^"'^''»' ''^'' ^ ^i""

«co, it is the land Ihieh W ^f E " ""'''' ""° °* ^ "»"«
slave-trade, and whieh befnl !.. 7°ff °'**^' *'"-''^<^« the

the remains of sirfdom 1^*! T,f *' "'"'"-7, abolished

minister of foreign Xi«P ^
^^^^-^'tted king had for his

hirth, who proSdirbeH ; ttrr""' *,
''"'°™"*" "^

justified in reuonn,.i„r„rT ' " P^"P'° ""» «'«™'' be

He would noTXZSalr *" "" '^'^"' ««™™»»'-
eeem to favor tte A™L- f,''™"'"^'

*» ^vor, or even

den to «end In to SSVes^td' '"^^'T
"''' '"^''*

™, lest thoT should find th.- .1 l''"""^''
'"™tions of

Danish andCel~l™^ *? ^t ^°''^ States. Thepan ports iv»r„ Jused agaimt prizes taken

T'lHir"

i»
»^'

; : ,:l

^

,f

j
.

1
'.

. I
' T

|V''t

%

t

>

1

'I

Hi'

It'

> I

i

: \

r 'i

.:

'

Ik.
1

1 :

; 1 i



'0

J_..

S28 AMKRIOA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, kp. iv.; ou. xvi.

by AinonVan privatocrn. Vet, from its coniinerciul ifitorcsts
Demuark waa forced to obBcrvo md to claim tlio ri«ht8 of a
neutral.

°

Of tl.o two European republics of tho last ccnturv, the ono
had ostabhahed itself among the head-springs of the llhino tlio
other at its mouth. The united cant.ms of Switzerland, con-
tent withm themselves, ccmstitutod a republic, which rivalled
in age the oldest monarchies, and, by its good order and indus-
try, nu)ra!8 and laws, j.roved the compatibility of extensive
confederacies with modern civilization. Tlio United States
gratefully venerated their forerunner, but sought from it no
Hfisistanco.

The deepest and the saddest interest hovers over the rei>ub
he of the Netherlands, for the war between England and tho
United State's jirepared its grave. Of all the branches of tlioGermamc family, that natitm, which for its abode rescued
from tho choked and shallowed sea tho unstable silt and sands
brought down by tho Rhine, has endured tho most and wrought
tho most in favor of liberty of conscience, commerce, and tho
state. Iho republic which it founded was tho child of tlio
reformation. For three generations the best interests of man-
kind were abandoned to its koci)ing

; and, to uphold tho higli-
est objects of spiritual life, its merchants, landholders, and
traders so abounded in heroes and martyrs that they tired out
brute force and tyranny and death itself, and from war
educed life and hope for coming ages. Their existence was
an unceasing struggle with tho ocean which beat against their
dikes; with tho rivers which cut away their soil ; with noigh-
bors that coveted their territory ; with England, their ungener-
ous rival in trade. In proportion to numbers, they were the
tirst m agriculture and in commerce, first in establisliing cred-
it by punctuality and probity, first in seeing clearly that great
material interests arc fostered best by liberty. Their land re-
mained the storehouse of renovating political ideas for Europe,
and the asylum of all who were persecuted for their thoughts.
xn freedom of conscience they were tho light of the world
Out of the heart of a taciturn, phlegmatic, serious people, in-
clined to solitude and reflection, rose the men who constructed
the code of international law in the spirit of justice.
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influence and corruption to win the party of the stadholder to
her own uses.

The republic was in many ways dear to the United States
It had given a resting-place to their immigrant pilgrims, and
dismissed them to the New Worid with lessons of religious
toleration. It had planted the valley of the Hudson

; and inNew York and New Jersey its sons stiU cherished the Ian
guagc, church rule, and customs of their parent nation. The
Dutch saw in the American struggle a repetition of their own
history; and the Americans found in them the evidence
that a small but resolute state can triumph over the utmost
efforts of the mightiest and wealthiest empire.

The people who dwelt between the Alps and the northern
seas, between France and the Slaves, founded no colonies in
America

;
but they saw in the rising people of the New

Worid many who traced their lineage back to the same ances-
try with themselves, and they claimed a fellowship with the
youthful nation which was struggling for freedom of mind
and free institutions. Their great philosopher, Immanuel
Kant, the contemporary of the American revolution, the man
who alone of Germans can with Leibnitz take a place by the
Bide of Plato and Aristotle, reformed philosophy as Luther
had reformed the church, on the principle of the self-activity
of the individual mind. His method was that of the employ-
ment of mind in its freedom

; and his fidelity to human free-
dom has never been questioned and never can be lie
accepted the world as it is, only with the obligation that it is

to be made better. His poUtical philosophy enjoins a con-
stant struggle to lift society out of its actual imperfect state,
which is its natural condition, into a higher and better one,
by deciding every question, as it arises, in favor of refomJ
and progress, and keeping open the way for the elimination
of all remaining evil. He condemned slaveiy, and he branded
the bargaimng away of troops by one state to another with-
out a common cause. "The rights of man," he said, "are
dear to God, are the apple of the eye of God on earth;"
and he wished an hour each day set uside for all children
to learn them and take them to heart. He was one of the
lirst, perhaps the very first, of the German nation to up-
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Germans
"^ So he wrote, embalming the martyrdom of Herkimer and his German companions.

Less enthusiastic, but not less consistent, was Goethe Of
plebeian descent, bj birth a republican, bom like Luther inthe heart of Germany, educated like Leibnitz in the central
university of Saxony, when seven yeai's old he and his father's
house were partisans of Frederic, and rejoiced in his victorie!
a^ the victories of the German nation. In early youth he, liklthose around him, was interested in the struggks of Corliea •

joined in the cry of " Long live Paoli !
" and "gave his hearty'sympathy to the patriot in exile. Ideas of popular liberty ledhim, m his twenty-second year or soon after, to select theheme for his hrst tragedy from the kindred epoch in the his-tory of the Netherlands. But the interest of the circle nwhich he moved became far more lively when, in a remote

part of the world, a whole people showed signs that it wouldmake itself free. He classed the Boston tea-party of 17 3among the prodigious events which stamped themselves mostdeeply on his mmd in childhood. Like everybody around him,he wished the Americans success, and "the names of Franklinand Washington shone and sparkled in his heaven of politicsand war." When to aU tWs was added reform in France heand the youth of Gennany promised themselves and all theirfellow-men a beautiful and even a glorious future. Thethought of emigrating to America passed placidly over his
imagination, leaving no more mark than the shadow of a flyin.
cloud as it sweeps over a garden of flowers.

The sale of Hessian soldiers for foreign money called fromhim words of disdain; but his reproof of the young Germalwho volunteered to fight for the American Lse'andThenfrom faint-heartedness drew back, did not go bevond a smile
at hecontnist between their zeal and thet deeds. He con!
gratulated America that it was not forced to bear up the tra-

b^fll '^'"^Ar^;/"'^"^
'' conversing, used none

ol^rt^i'^'r:
"^ '^' ^"^''^ ^'"'''^ '' "^^* country."During all his lifecommg in contact with events that werechanging the world, he painted them to his mind in their orderand connection. Twenty years before the movements of 1848he foretold with passionless serenity that, as certainly as the

li i
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and just before ti.e French revolution of IsLf T^T'
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and provided for great public works and for science. Thoughthe king of England was his near relation, he put aside leoffers of enormous subsidies for troops to be employed inAmerica. When, ten years later, he was ready to risk his lifeand independence m the defence of the unity and the liberti
of Germany these are the words in which he cheered on Wdearest fnend to aid in curbing the ambition of Austria: "Ahope for our freedom and the preservation of the constitution

^
not lost. Right and equity are on our side

; and the w'seProvidence, according to my idea of it, cannot approve, cannot
support, perjury and the suppression of all rights of citizenand of states. Of th^ principle the example'of America ithe eloquent proof. England met with her deserts. It wisnecessary that her pride should be bowed, and that oppressed
innocence should carry off the victory. Time cannot^ outlawthe rights of mankind."

"utww

The friend to whom these words were addressed was thebrave warm-hearted Charles Augustus of Saxe-Weimar, whoin 177G, being then of only nineteen years, refused a request
for leave to open recruiting offices at Ihnenau and Jena forthe English service, though he consented to the delivery of
vagabonds and convicts When, in the last days of mvem-

J}'^^^'}'
P".^«^ ^f Schaumburg-Lippe, as the go-between

of he British ministry, made unlimited offers for some of his
baf ahons, the patriot prince called his ministers to a confer-

on the third of December he answered :
" There are, in gen-

eral, many weighty reasons why I cannot yield my consen! to

the letter''

Serenissimus himself took charge of posting

The signature of Goethe, the youngest minister of Weimar
IS wantmg to the draft, for he was absent on a winter trii;
to the Hartz Mountains

; but that his heart was with his
colleagues appears from his writing simultaneously from Gos-
lar: How am I again brought to love that class of men
which IS called the lower class, but which assuredly for God
IS the highest

!
In them moderation, contentment, straightfor-

wardness, patience, endurance, aU the virtues, meet together."

I
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Did thofuto bring honor to the houses of the princeswho refused to hght against America? or to those whT^SthcT subjecto to destroy the freedom of the New WorM1Every dynasty which fm-nished troops to England has ee^ed
to reign except one, which has now for it. sol! reprelSe
an aged and childless man. On the other hand' 7o1^Saxon famd,es remain; and in their states local elf-gove^ment ha. contmnally increased, and the wisdom and fCZ
of the inhabitants have been consulted and respected. In Sa^Weimar the collision between monarchy and popular tZdom, predicted for Gcnnany by Goethe, was avoided by ttewisdom of Its administration. ^

Nor is this different fate of the princes to be attributed toa«= dent. The same infideUty to duty, which induJloJeof them to support their vices by traffic in their sabScolored their career and brought them in conilict with thelaws of the eternal Pro^dence.

thJ'l^ ^"T 7^°' ""'" *" ^""^P^ °f A"^'™- governed athat time the largest number of men having the Gcmlfor their mother tongue, was Frederic of Prfssia, t^Ttteonly king in Germany. He was a prince trained d^ike i^ thearts war and administration, in philosophy and lette" ftshould be incredible, and yet it is true that' a^ the m^nt
a.e alliance of the Catholic powers against Protesta^fem
England, under the second George and a frivolous mtSer'was attempting by large subsidies to set the force ofSagainst the most considerable Protestant power in GenZ^In the attempt, England shot so wildly from its 8phe™Z
Newcastle was forced to bend to Wffliam Pitt 1T thenEngland and Prussia, and tlie embrj-on United S ates-P H
Frederic, and Washington-worked Zgether fir h^^ f^tdom The seven years' war extended the English colonies tothe Mississippi and gaveCanada to England. "We conrredAmerica m Germany," said the elder Pitt, ascribing to F^derie a share m tlie extension of tlie Germai^ic race in the otherhemisphere

,
and Frederic, in his histories, treats ttie Chshmovement m America and his own struggles in Eu^^^U

t

one, so long as Pitt was at the helm.
'^

To what end would events have been shaped if Pitt's min-
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fetry had continued, and the bonds between England and
i'russia had been riveted by a common peace ? But herp as
everywhere, it is useless to ask what would have happened if
the eternal Providence had for the moment suspended its

Tt .

:^"iericans were at variance with the same class of
ifntish mmisters which had wronged Frederic in 1762 Withwhich branch of the Teutonic family would be the sympathy
of Germany ? Where stood its one incomparable kinc 'i

^

He was old and broken
; his friends had fallen nejTr him in

battle. The thought of his campaigns gave him no pleasure
their marvellously triumphant result no pride : he looked bad'
to them with awe, and even with horror ; like one who has sailed
through a relentless whirlwind in mid-ocean, and been but just
saved from foundering. No one of the powers of Europe was
heartily h^ ally. Russia will soon leave him for Austria
His great deeds become to him so many anxieties

; his system
meets with persistent and deadly enmity. He seeks rest ; and
strong and unavoidable antagonisms allow his wasted strength
no repose. He is childless and alone ; his nephew, who ^11
be Ins successor, neglects him, and follows other counsels- hisown brother hopes and prays to heaven that the king's davsmay not be prolonged. Worn by unparalleled labor and
years, he stnkes against obstacles on all sides as he seeks togve a sure life to his kingdom; and prudence teaches him
that ho must still dare and suffer and go on. He must maia-tam Protestantism and German liberty against Austria, which
uses the impenal crown only for its advantage as a foreign
power, and relentlessly aims at the destniction of his realm

The most perfect government he held to be that of a weU-
administered monarchy. "But then," he added, " Idngdoms
are subjected to the caprice of a single man whose successors
will have no common character. A good-for-nothing prince
succeeds an ambitious one; then follows a devotee; then a
warrior; then a scholar; then, it may be, a voluptuary; and
the genius of the nation, diverted by the variety of obiects
assumes no fixed character. But republics fulfil more prompt^
ly the design of their institution, and hold out better; for c^ood
kings die but wise laws are immortal. There is unity in the
end which republics propose, and in the means which they em-

I
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ploy
;
and they therefore almost never miss their aim." Therepubhc which arose in America encountered no nnfavorableprejud.ce m h,s mind. With the France which protecteTaeUmted States he had a common feeling. Liberal E„«l si!statesmen commanded his good-will ; bnt he detested thet

y of JJute and of North : so that for him and for America

m JNorember 1774 he c-tpressed the opinion that the Brit-
ish colomes would rather be buried nnder the ruins of their settlements than submit to the yoke of the mother eountn. Ifewas astonished at the apathy and gloomy silence of the Britfehnation on undertaking a war alike absurd and franehtw h

bt 177.. " '"I"''"*
"' *^ ^*"-'" "^^ «"*'= in Septum

m October of the same year the British minister at Berlin
reported

:
"His ill state of health threatens him wW^ 1

dissohition." What thoughts filled C'Zr!Zm2Zt
heved h,m dying we know from himself: "During my m.
iiess, m which I have passed many moments doing no^hinithese arc the ideas that occupied my mind: It see™t meveiy harf prochim as rebels free subjects who only defend
their p„v.leps against the despotism of a ministry5' Th"she said at the proclamation of George UI., which had denounced the American insurgents as traitor . "The m^re I..fleet on the measures of the British govemmcut, ^70^hey appear to me arbitrary and despotic. The British co^st?tution it,cIf seems to authorize resistLe. Th t t^ ouTC
dlbt ItTn^'r'"

'° ""'^*^"^ "^ »-"-. ™™odycandoubt. It invents new taxes ; it wishes by its own authoritvto impose them on its colonies in manifest breach ofSprivileges: the colonies do not refuse their former taxes^ddemand only with i^gard to new ones to be placed on he ^lefooting with England; bnt the government will not a^orT^othem the right to tax themselves. This is the Xle Ustor"of these disturbances."
""'•'^

.A
"^! ^ ''!''.'' ™"° '" "'^ ^""^'^ satinet, I should takeadvantage of the good dUposition of the colonies to reconcUemyse f with them." « In order to interest the nationTftiswar, the British court will offer conditions of retn il 2n

[:Ui:r
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but it vdll make them so burdensome that the colonies willnever be able to accept them." "The issue of this contest
cannot fail to make an epoch in British annals." « The great
question is always whether the colonies will not find means tosepa^te entirely from the mother country and form a free
repubhc The examples of the Netherlands and of Switzer-Und make me at least presume that this is not impossible
Nearly all Europe takes the part of the colonies and defends
their cause, while that of the court finds neither favor nor aid »

No prince could be farther than Frederic from romantic
attempts to rescue from oppression foreign colonies that werebeyond his reach. In a careful search through his cabinet
papers for several years, I have found no letter or part of aletter m which he allowed the interest of his kingdom to sufferfrom personal pique or dynastic influences. His cares are forthe country which he rather serves than rules. He sees andexactly measures its weakness as well as its strength, andgathers every one of its disconnected parts under his winis

When, m May 177G, a plan for a direct commerce withAmerica was suggested, Frederic answered : " The plan ap-
pears to me very problematical; without a fleet, how could Icause such a commerce to be respected ?

"

_ In September he received from his minister in London a

anTntr^ v1 ^/"^^"^^^ d^^J^ration of independence;
and, as the British had not had decisive success in arms, it was
to him a clear indication that the colonies could not be subju-
gated. He had heard of the death-bed remark of Hume, that

libertlT'
'""^ ''"''^^ ^"'"'^ *' ^°«^'"^ '^' ^^^^ ^^ ^''

With a commercial agent, sent in the following November

twpf^' T-:
^'^''^'''^ *« *-^^t for a direct commerce be-tween ... Jnited States and Prussia; but he consented to anexchange of their commodities through the ports of Brittany.

Ihat France and Spain would be drawn into the war, hefrom the first foretold; yet for France he said: "In the ruin-
ous condition of its finances, a war will certainly bri.ig bank-
ruptcy m Its train."

"^ ^

Meantime, the liberties of Germany were endan^^ered ; and
the political question of the day assumed the I est propor-
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tions by a groundless claim on the part of Joseph of Austria
to a contingent right of inheritance to a large part of CI".

o-rg^fii^^sX'p^rof We";:?'
^^""^- °-

say
.

bhould France begin war, she may be sure that I willdo everything m the world to preserve peace" on the colnent "I guarantee to you reciprocity on the part of UsCa™tian majesty," was the answer of Maurep^.
""

On the fourteenth .' February 1777, the American com-missioner at Paris tiunsmitted to Frederic a copy of the d^-
laration of independence a- 1 of the articles "S Ameriern
c nfederation with the formal e.p,.ssio„ of the earnest dXa—vtenet-VV

''^» >« ^-^'''P. and to estTbS

L™trief\L . i"""
'""^""'""' ^^'"''^ 'teir distant

countries. The great king received from Franklin, with un-mingled satisfaction, the manifesto of the republic and its fl™t
essay at a constitution. The victories of wLington atW
ton and Pnnceton proved to him that the coloSes were be-

IZ^Z T «'^»"l'P°'-"'d "'^ rights of nentn.ls in the r
fullest e^ent

;
but aa to a din,ct commei^e, ho could only an-swer as before: "1 am without a navy; having no armed

ships to protect trade, the direct commerce could be condoled
only under the flag of the Netherlands, and England respects
that flag no onger. St. Eustatius is watched by?t least nfnetyEngish cruise.. Under more favorable circumstances, Zhneas of Silesia our woollens and other manufactures, mighthad a new market." But, while he postponed negoHations,
.e, who wasaccnstomed to utter his comm.4ds tersely aad no
to repeat his words, charged his minister thrice over in theamerescnpt to say and do nothing that conld ofl^end or wound

one of the Amencan agents would ever and anon renew thesame proposition
;
but he always in gentle words turned Jdethe reques which interfered with his nearer duty to Prussia.A^inst the advice of Franklin and a seasonable hint from

ZZZTl r1" ^^''"'-'^"g that the visit would beprematm^, Arthur lee went by way of Vienna to Berlin. At

I I
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Vienna he was kept aloof by Kaunitz, socially and from theforeign office. In Berlin he, as a traveller, wa^ assured o
protection. Frederic, though he refused to see him, promised
his influence to prevent new treaties by England for German
troops and to troops destined for America forbade the transitthrough any part of his dominions.

Elliott, then British minister in Beriin, for a thousand ffuineas induced a burglar to steal the papers of Arthur Lee, buton the complaint of Arthur Lee to the police, sent them back
after reading them, and spirited the thief out of the kingdom
Against the rules of the court, he hurried to Potsdam : the kin.
refused to see him; and a cabinet order, in his own handwrif
ing, sti

1 preserves his judgment upon Elliott: "It is a caseof pubhc stealing, and he should be forbidden the court; bulI will not push matters with rigor." And to his minister inLondon he wrote
:
« Oh, the worthy pupil of Bute ! In truth,he English ought to blush for shame at sending such minis

ters to foreign courts."

_

The people of England cherished the fame of the Prussian
king as in some measure their own, and unanimously desired
the renewal of his alliance. The ministry sought to open theway for it_ through his envoy in London. Frederic replied-
JVo man is further removed than myself from having connect

tions with England." -A scalded cat fears cold water,' says
the proverb. If that crown would give me all the milhons
possible, I would not furnish it two small files of mv ^roons
to serve against the colonies."

^

" Never in past ages," he continued, some weeks later, "
has

the situation of England been so critical. Her ministry is
without men of talent." «A glance at the situation shows
that, if She continues to employ the -ame generals, four cam-
pai^s wiJ hardly be enough to subjugate her colonies."
All good judges agree with me that, if the colonies remain

united, the mother country will never subjugate them."
"My marine is notliing but a mercantile marine, of which

1 know the limits too well to go beyond them." " If the colo-
nies shall sustain their independence, a direct commerce with
them will follow, of course."

Having taken his position toward England, he proceeded
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to gain the aid of France as well aa of W„..;
nexation of Bavaria to tCaZ ^ ^ .'"^''^^ *^ an-

breaat of tl.e aged M ^^^ "^^t'™" "°'"°""' '"'' '" *«
ceded the seven yeare'^'^^',

''''°'° ^^^^^ce in office pre-

lier French traditiZto "iderT''""T'^
'"""«'' °^ *» «^

di.cn.ent of the oldrivdrftJctn/rT'Thf T,'""
''^

of the qnestion was understood !fp'» T "' '"Port"™
Kaunitz, who made itTheT„^^„ ,

"^'"" ""^ "' ^'^-n*-

overthrow the 1. nLom of "^^ T' ^ ^»«*™" VoUoj to

tion of Bavaria as fheTalg::^,:^ 1^ J T'""paired to Paris to win France f„. i j f' , " ''^"^^P'' >*
ence of his sister MarHnt? f f^ """"S"' *''^ i"^""

conimanded to beXSul btT k' *f
^™'^'™ «°™y™

the emperor retired than F«.d.-,^ "^'"- ^^ ™<"»''W
resisted the influlce of thf ' ™^ "''" Manrepashad

through a coniidemM FrethTInt'sTrf•

""^ ^*°*
'
"-"^

text of attending the mid™!,
*^

', ^ '""' ™<'^'- ^e pre-

burg, the two tifgdoLSe/L" f*"^
""^"^ "* ^''^-

the central pointslayl tte Unid .^ T^. ^""^' °^ '""I'

France, if she wn„W .
®"'*'' ""< '" Germany.

sccmty an/etj^l;?2 FrJ
"'" ^'^"''' "-"^-^

many, and his aid toltop the si rf r
™ °° '''' ^"^« "^ <^»'-

the overture with joy and n!,? t ^ T" "'"'P^- ^e met
o™ hand :

"No • cl^^w^ ,*' "'"' °* J"'^ "><"» with his

ty, provided her armies ZnoTl'^r^'^w'''""' P^^P^^'
8tadt." " Yoa can 1!,17/ ,V ""^ """ ^^'=1 "f Halber-

August and SepZre™- tht ^:T'" " '^ ""*'»"«' »
with England, nor do I Jff . T " """""^"o" whatever

™. gain\y thelr^witChfc1S:T ^KT?-^ ^^
requires the enfeeblcment of Gre^t Prit»- ^ f """*='
tto is to mate it lose its c!L- • . "' """^ *''^ ^^ ««

opiwrtunity is mo rfavor.w»T '" ^"^™^- The present

more favorable tZts kel! t^"
'™'.

""l""
^™'«'"»<»

" The independence of fh,. ^ ."'"' '° ^'^^ centuries."

which the wa^X«t* ""'' '"" ^ ™^'' *» 1^™=^ "Jl

A, and RnX "Iter^Vr '-,f'™^ »* ^™'=«- P™'
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and no alliance would be left to Austria except that with En^
land. If It does not take place, troubles are at hand to be do"cided only by the sword." In his infirm old a^e, he felt his ownpowers utterly unequal to the renewal of such a conflict- ar,H
he saw no hope for hirusolf, as king of Prussia, to rescue BaVariaand with It Germany frcn. absorption by Austria, except in the
good-will of France and Russia.

l' " luo

While Frederic was encouraging France to strike a decisiveblow in favor of the United States, their cause found an efficient advocate m Marie Antoinette. She placed in the handsof her husband a memoir which had been prepared by Counde Maillcbois and Count d'Estaing, and which censured thetimid pohey of his ministers. The states of Europe, it was
saad, would judge the reign of Louis XVI. by the manner inwhich that prince will know how to avail himself of the occa
Bion to lower the pride and presumption of a rival power. The'French council nevertheless, put off the day of decisionEven so late as the twenty-third of November 1777, every oneof them, except the minister of the marine and Vergennes
Maurepas above all, desired to avoid a conflict. Frederic allthe more continued his admonitions, through his ministe; atraris that I ranee had now an opportunity which must boregarded as umque; that England could from no quarter ob-tain the troops which she needed; that Denmark would be

htllf rT '" ^"""^ BWps-of-war and mariners ; that he

denl f,/^^^"^*« 'f'^
i-«—y, l^ad given public evi-dence of his sympathy with the Americans; that France, ifshe should go to war with England, might be free from appre-

hension dike on the side of Russia and of Prussia
So when the news of the surrender of Burgoyne's armywas received at Paris, and every face, even that of the French

king, showed signs of joy, Maurepas prepared to yield; but

wr f1 .' ^''1
r^"^"''

""^^ ^"^^ '^ ^^U t^^ relative
forces of the house of Bourbon and England, to express his
judgment on the probable issues of a war. Frederic, renew-
ing assurances of his own good-will and the non-interference
of Russia, replied

:
" The chances are one hundred to one that

the colonies will sustain their independence."

%-:U
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The .niftr,„„,ge.i:atai rr t''"^""-tloLMiid men ? I see no Bito ,t i
-^ ^^ Se' twenty

auxiliaries." "England mfrfl '^ "''^ '^'' "•»* f«'

ingoing to „a>. witlltc7o„ e TonLr "ll'r"'
"«'"'-

being able to subiWate ihZ tl
'^ "" '""''<'> «*

men! next, U.. Js^^lX^CT^'J JT.
*°""'"^

the failure of all ita enterprises. lamo/Powi' "" '^'''''^

tint its ill snccess is duo to tl.o ;
*" °' Chatham's opinion,

pacit, of its ministr/ eI slnTd°r°' T'T' ^-^ '-=»'

ministry, the tories Ljd s«ll et"fn th? I^

"'""^ '" ""^

primal source of the decav of R? "f
endeney." « The

U- of ita present gZmmttrr *" "^ .""^'" '" "'^ "-
the principles of British hrori^Hrrf ^"r"

'"""

nic majesty tend to despotism
"

Itl *itT
"' ^^^5"^-

the tories that the oreseiit w„, , m .1 •'^ " P"nciples of

nted. The reinforcemenlTvhirhll
'"''™''=' '' '° ''^ "'""^

to send to America tnrnnf, f" '™' "'""^"'" design

dependence "m al™ be tj'^^!^' '"? "^ ''^''' -<» ^»-

aecommodation" ^ ^^ mdispensable condition of an

He forbade the ^ntidt^L:'' ^th T'^T
''' "''"'-•

Hesse, to pass through hi J ? ' ^™"' ^"'P^A and

sounded tlLughoriurot andT" '"^P™''''"''- -
cans that it wi given ZCHf',™''"™?^ *° *« ^""^ri-

Ever,' faculty was^L.?,*^' '"' S""^""" f"'' 'Iiem."

Befoitheend^nmte
*'""

'." «% ^s f.«m Prussia.

ognise the independenee !f '^.r'/r ."f.*"
"^ '^' ^' "> ''^

^ 1778, his mSr Lt.lt> '' ^*^' '""^' '" J^""
their co^missio^r ; Si^!";r?/

r'^f-% ^ «- "f

gonerous eilorts may be crowL Itl ^^ f'""^
*''"' y°"

will not hesitate to L! ''?™^'^ "^^ complete success. He
*ch is mordilXTe^r; '''r'''^^™^'

^'•^ i"-"^.

« have given Itr;,:-'^' '" "^ ^™'" "^ '^^ <=-'-»'
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CHAPTER XYII.

fbanob and the united states.

December ITTT-Aikil 1778.

The account of Burgoyne's surrender, whieli was brought
to France by a swift-sailing ship from Boston, threw Turcotand all Pans into transports of joy. None doubted the ability
of the states to maintain their independence. On the twelfth
of December their commissioners had an interview with Vor
gennes "Nothing," said he, " has struck me so much as Gen-
eral Washmgton's attacking and giving battle to GeneralHowe 8 army. To bring troops raised within the year to this
promises eveiything. The court of France, in the treaty which
18 to be entered into, intend to take no advantage of your pres-
ent situation Once made, it should be durable; and there-
fore It should contain no condition of which the Americansmay afterward repent, but such only as .v^ll last as W ashuman mstitutaons shall endure, so that mutual amity Ly
subsist forever. Entering into a treaty will be an avowal of

^nM
' Tff:.

^P'^" "^"'* ^' ^""^"^*^<^' ^^^d Spain willnot be satisfied with an undetermined boundary on the westSome of the states are supposed to run to the South Seawhich might interfere with her claim to California." Itt^answered that the last treaty of peace adopted the Mississippi
aa a boundaiy. "And what share do you intend to give us'hithe fisheries?" asked Vergennes; for in the original draft ofa treaty the United States had proposed to take fo themselvLCape Breton and the whole of the island of Newfoundland.

tWW r'!.""'^'
by the American commissionei. that

the r later instructions removed all chances of disagreement on
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but to support thoh-c!m^.,rr/° ,"'°. ^"'•"^ «'«"'»'

war against F„„ee on ^.::";,"Z ;:!
°"'^;''°"!'' <»-''-

peace, bnt onl^ tl.at thTy .C- m^l"t ' ',' ""P"™'"

ad,„iro the king's m,«„a„imit^ and Som If""Tr ,""''

faithful and firm alliel Wo ikh^-^Til "•"
T'",*"''

"»

amity between tho two nationlma; It tror.?-C^', *?,"
parties agreed that ffoorl mJnf;

«*«• lorever
,

and both

LurchfandarepuM^ "' ''^"^^ ^^"^^"^ ^^^--- a

The French king promised, in January 1778 thr^P mHi'of hvres: as much morn n- ,..„ .
""v a/ ^», tliree milhons

Spain trom Il^vlna. But tL„ - '/™ "^ '^""**"'' ''^

wL devoted to tto union btui^T ^^^-^^^ -'"le U
Spain, adhered m yet to the nl i? f "'T' "* ^"^"^ ""<!

Eugland. To Co.m MonL'TriftCT"! " T'""
"'«

MaUrid Florida Blanca ^^r:^^'Z!Z''Y:^:t
disposed to treat witl. +i,« a,^ • " co ^rt is

J the war^^^^"^^^^ -"
' '"'"^ '''

a plan for its end." * ^ ^"""^ '^ beginning nor

Correct report, from Versailles reached LeoDold of Tcany and Joseph of Austn^ « tt,
i^eopold of Tus-

greatest countries in Europe were faiX r.J'
^'^^^

the favor of the A.ericans^fthT;ett^7a F^hX^^^^with them waa discussed by Vereennes xlhT^

Count Montmouu to Vcrgennes. Madrid, 5 January 1778. )IS.
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itytoo well to escape the sway of external opinion; and Louis
XVI. sacrificed his own inclination and his own feeling of
justice to policy of state and the opinion of his advisers. So
on the sixth of February, a treaty of amity and commerce
and an eventual defensive treaty of alliance were concluded
between the king of France and the United States on prin-
ciples of equality and reciprocity, and for the most part in
conformity to the proposals of congress. In commerce eacli
party waa to be placed on the footing of the most favored na-
tion. The king of France promised his good offices with the
princes and powers of Barbary. As to the fisheries, each party
reserved to itself the exclusive possession of its own. Accept-
ing the French interpretation of the treaties of Utrecht and
of Paris, the United States acknowledged the right of French
subjects to fish on the banks of JS'ewfoundland, and their ex
elusive right to half the coast of that island for drying-places
On the question of ownership in the event of the conquest of
Newfoundland the treaty was silent. The American proposal
that free ships give freedom to goods and to persons, except to
soldiers m actual service of an enemy, was adopted. Careful
lists were made out of contraband merchandises. The absolute
and unlimited independence of the United States was described
aa the essential end of the defensive alliance ; and the two par-
ties mutually engaged not to lay down their arms until it
should be assured by the treaties terminating the war. More-
over, the United States guaranteed to France the possessions
then held by France in America, as well as those which it

might acquire by a future treaty of peace; and, in like man-
ner, the king of France guaranteed to the United States their
present possessions and acquisitions during the war from the
dominions of Great Britain in North America. A separate
and secret act reserved to the king of Spain the power of
acceding to the treaties. Within forty-two hours of the signa-
ture of these treaties of commerce and alliance the Bridsh
ministiy received the news by a special messenger from their
spy m Paris, but it was not divulged.

On the eleventh, Hillsborough asked of the duke of Eich-
mond, "in what manner he meant that England should crouch
to the vipers and rebels in America ? By giving up the sacred I
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right of taxation ? or by yielding to lier absurd pretensions about
hercliarters? or by declaring the thirteen provinces indepen-
dent ?

" Eichmond answered :
" I never liked the declaratory

act
;
I voted for it with regret to obtain the repeal of the

stamp-act; I wish ^ve could have done without it; I looked
upon It as a piece of waste paper that no minister avouM ever
liave the madness to revive; I will, with pleasure, be the first
to repeal it or to give it up." In this mood Richmond sought
harmony with Chatham. On the same day, in the house of
commons, George GrenviUe attacked the administration in the
harshest terns, and pointed out Lord Chatham as the proper
person to treat with America. The very sincere and glowing
words of eulogy spoken by the son of the author of the stamp
tax were pleasing to Lord Chatham in these his last days

While the British government stumbled in the dark, Frank-
Im placed the public opinion of philosophical France conspicu-
ously on the side of America. Ko man of that century so
imbodied the idea of toleration as Voltaire; for fame he was
imequalled among living men of letters

; for great age he was
venerable

;
he, more than Louis XVL, or the cabinet of the

king, represented France of that day ; and he was come up to
Pans, bent with years, to receive before his death the homage
of Its people. ^Yide indeed was the difference between him and
America. But for the moment they were in harmony; and,
before he had been a week in Paris, Franklin claimed leave to
wait upon him. We have Voltaire's account of the interview
Franklin bade his grandson demand the benediction of the
more than octogenarian, and, in the presence of twenty persons,
he gave It m these words

:
" God and Liberty 1 " Everywhere

Voltaire appeared as the friend of America. Beino- in com-
pany where the wife of Lafayette was present, he £ked that
she miglit be brought to him, kissed her hand, and spoke to
her the praises of her husband and of the cause in which he
served.

Almost simultaneously. Lord North, on the seventeenth of
1- ebruary, made kno^vn to the house of commons the extent of
lis conciliatory propositions. Of the two bills, one declared
the intention of the parliament of Great Britain not to exercise
the right of imposing taxes within the colonies of North
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America the other authorized commissioners to be sent to theiJnited States. In a speech of two hours, Lord North avowedthat he had never had a policy of his own. He liad never nroposed any tax on America
; he had found tlie tea-tax impoLl"and, while he had not moved its repeal, he never devised means'to enforce it; the commissioners would have power to treawith congress, with provincial assembhes, or with Washing

ton; to order a tmce; to suspend all laws; to grant pardoifsand rewards; to restore the constitution as it stoodVforehe troubles. " A dull, melancholy silence for some time sueceeded to the speech. It had been heard with profound atteu
tion, but without a single mark of approbation to any pait of
It from any party or man in the house. Astonishment dejec-tion, and fear overclouded the assembly." After the house ofcommons had given leave to bring in the bills. Hartley, actin.on an understanding with Lord North, enclosed copies of themto Irankhn. Franklin, with the knowledge of Yergenne
answered: « If peace, by a treaty with America, upon equalterms, is really desired, your comiuis^sioners need not go theretor It. If wise and honest men, such as Sir George Saville
the bishop of St. Asaph, and yourself, were to come over here
immediately with powers to treat, you might not only obtain
peace with America, but prevent a war with France "

The conciliatory bills, which with slight modifications be-came statutes by nearly unanimous consent, confirmed the min-
istry in power The king of France, from regard to his dignitymade a formal declaration to Great Britain of his treaties with
the United States. British ships-of-war had captured manyFrench ships, but the ministry had neither communicated the
insti-uctions under which their officers acted, nor given heed tothe reclamatiouB of the French government. The rescript
which on the thirteenth of March was left by the French
ambassador wkh the British secretaiy of state, announced that"the Umted States of North America are in full possession

iti^^Tf"'"''' "^^^'^ *^''>^ ^"^ ^^'^^'^^ «^ «^« fourth of Julyli76; that, to consolidate the connection between the two na-
tions their respective plenipotentiaries had signed a treaty .f
friendship and commerce, but without any exclusive advantages
in favor of the French nation. The king is determined to pro^
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tect the lawful commercp nf hia cii.,* * 1 ^

a,.a .he .can notifierrCtr^ZofIt^^^^^
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between France and the United States hy acknowledging
American independence. Richmond still hoped to avoid a
war. Lord Shclbume dwelt on the greatness of the affront
offered hy France and the impossibility of not resenting it

yet he would not listen to a private overture from the niinis^

ters. " Without Lord Chatham," he said, " any new arrange-
ment would be inefficient ; with Lord Chatham, nothing could
be done but by an entire new cabinet and a change in the chief
departments of the law." On the rei)ort of this language, the
king wrote his last word to Lord North : " Rather than be
shackled by these desperate men, I will see any form of gov-
ernment introduced into this island, and lose my crown rather
than wear it as a disgrace."

The twentieth of March was the day appointed for the pres-
entation of the American commissioners to the king of France
in the palace built by Louis XIV. at Versailles. °Tho world
thought only of Franklin ; but he was accompanied by his two
colleagues and by the unreccived ministers to Prussia and Tus-
cany. These four glittered in lace and powder ; the patriarch
Avas dressed in the plain gala coat of Manchester velvet which
he had used at the levee of George IIL—the same which, ac-

cording to the custom of that age, he had worn, as it proved,
for the last time in England, M'hen as agent of Massachusetts
he had appeared before the privy council—with white stock-

ings, spectacles on his nose, a round white hat under his arm,
and his thin gray hair in its natural state. The crowd throuf^h
which they passed received them with long-continued applause.
The king, without any unusual courtesy, said to them : " I wish
congress to be assured of my friendship." After the ceremony
they paid a visit to the wife of Lafayette, and dined with the

secretary of foreign affairs. Two days later they were intro-

duced to the still youthful Marie Antoinette, who yielded will-

ingly to generous impulses in behalf of republicans, and hy
her sympathy made the support of America a fashion at the
French court. The king felt all the while as if he were wrong-
ing the cause of monarchy itself by his acknowledgment of
rebel republicans, and engaged in the American revolution
against his own will, only because members of his cabinet in-

sisted that it was his duty to France to take revenge on Eng-

™f'^''!



1778. FRANCE AND THE UNITED STATES.
251
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eric or Voltaire, had a more universal reputation ; and his
character was more beloved and esteemed than that of them
all." Throughout Europe there was scarcely a citizen or a peas-
ant of any culture who was not familiar with his name, and who
did not consider him as a friend to all men. At tb'^ academy,
Alembert addressed him as one who had wrenched the thun-
derbolt from the cloud, the sceptre from tyrants ; and both
these ideas were of a nature to pass easily into the common
mind. From the part which he had taken in the emancipa-
tion of America, imagination transfigured him as the man who
had separated the colonies from Great Britain, had framed
their best constitutions of government, and by counsel and
example would show how to abolish all political evil througli-
out the world. Malesherbes spoke of the excellence of the
institutions that permitted a printer, the son of a tallow-chand-
ler, to act a great part in public affairs ; and, if Malesherbes
reasoned so, how much more the workmen of Paris and the
people. Thus Franklin was the venerable impersonation of
democracy, so calmly decorous, so free from a disposition to
quarrel with the convictions of others, that, while he was the
delight of free-thinking philosophers, he escaped the hatred
of the clergy, and his presence excited no jealousy in the old
nobility. He remarked to those in Paris who learned of him
the secret of statesmanship: "He who shall introduce into
public affairs the principles of primitive Christianity will
change the face of the world; " and we know from Condorcet
that he said in a public company: "You perceive Liberty es-
tablish herself and flourish almost under your eyes ; I dare to
predict that by and by you will be anxious to taste her bless-
ings." In this way he conciliated the most opposite natures,
yet not for himself. Whatever favor he met in society, what-
ever honor he received from the academy, whatever authority
he gained as a man of science, whatever distinction came to
hnu through the good wiU of the people, whatever fame he
acquired throughout Europe, he turned to account for the good
of his country. Surrounded by colleagues, some of whom were
jealous of his superiority, and for no service whatever were
greedy of the public money, he threw their angry demands
into the fire. Arthur Lee intrigued to supplant him, Izard ma-
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ligned him with the strangeness of passionate frenzy ; but hemet the.r hoshhty by patient indifference. Never d tra^^^ingfrom the ment of any one, he did not disdain glor^, Jd hfknew how to pardon envy. Great as were the ifjJ^14he reeeived >n England, he used toward that powtr nndev a'mg frankness and fairness.

In England, Roekingham, Riehmond, Bnrke, Fox, and Con-way desired to meet the oiIe« of Franklin. So, too, did LoAHorth, though he was too selfish to be true to his convietionsOn the other side stood the king; but, for reasons whieh werehat fnl to the kmg, Chatham arniyed himself with iXl
biljty agamst Ameriean independence. Richmond, as a Wendtohberty made advances to Chatham, sending him theSof an, address which he was to move in the hon" of lo^Iand entreating of him mutual confidence and support Chatham rejected the overture, and avowed the purpose of otposing the motion. Accordingly, on the seventh of Aplymst earnest requests, Lord Chatham, wrapped up in flannel
to the knees, pale and wasted away, his eyls still retaining

VV illiam F.tt and his son-in-law Lord Mahon. The peers stoodup out of respect as he hobbled to his bench. The duke o^Eichniond proposed and spoke elabomtely in favor Trnaddress to the king, whieh in substance recommended therecognition of the independent sovereignty of the tWrteenr t
P-vinces and a change of administLion. Cha hamwho alone of British statesmen had a right to invite AmeS

and ditBcuIty, leamng on his crutches and supported under

around him. Raising one hand from his crutch, .ind castinghis eyes toward heaven, ho said: "I thank God h^ dd ndinhrm, and with more than one foot in the grave, I hive beenable to come this day to stand up in the caufe of my countrTperhaps never again to enter the walls of this house." S Jness prevailed. His voice, at fli.t low and feeble, rose and

werhiriii""'' d'"'
"' ^p^^* ^*-*'' ''»-"

Zne-, r* f 7<"'fV'''"'
"" ""•« *•""> fl'^hes throughdarkness, shreds of sublime but uneoimected eloquence. He
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recalled liis prophecies of the evils which were to follow suchAmerican measures as had been adopted, adding at the end ofeach
:

" and so it proved." He could not act with Lord Rockmgham and his friends, because they persisted in unretracted
error. He laughed to scorn the idea of an invasion of Englandby Spain or by France or by both. " If peace cannot be pre-
8eryed with honor, why is not war declared without hesitation ?
lliis kingdom has still resources to maintain its just rightsAny state is better than despair. My lords, I rejoice that thegrave has not closed upon me, that I am still alive to lift udmy voice against the dismemberment of this ancient and most
noble monarchy." The duke of Richmond answered with re
spect for the name of Chatham, so dear to Englishmen, but he
resolutely maintained the wisdom of avoiding a war in which
i^^rance and Spain would have America for their ally. LordChatham would have replied ; but, after two or three unsuc-
cessful efforts to rise, he feU backward and seemed in theagoni^ of death. Every one of the peers pressed round him
save Man3field, who sat unmoved. The senseless sufferer was
borne from the house with tender solicitude to the bed from
which he never was to rise.

The king wrote at once to Lord North; "May not the
political exit of Lord Chatham incline you to continue at the
head of my affairs ?" The world was saddened by the loss of
so great a man. The elder Pitt never seemed more thorough-
ly the spokesman of the people of England than in the last
months of his career. He came to parliament with an all-im-
passioned love of liberty, the proudest sentiment of national-
ity, his old scorn for the house of Bourbon, and a burning
passion for recovering the American colonies by reviving and
establishing their rights. His eloquence in the early pL of
the session seemed to some of his hearers to surpass all that
they had heard of the orators of Greece or Rome. Li his last
days he was still hoping for a free England and a house of
commons truly representing the British people. With a
haughtiness all the more marvellous from his age, decrepitude,
and insulation, he confronted alone all branches of the nobihty
who had lost a continent in the vain hope of saving themselves
a shiUmg m the pound of the land-tax, and declared that there
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other terms would bo a peaco of war. The injuries we have
received from the British nation were so unjjrovoked, and have
been so great and so many, that they can never be forgotten
Our fidelity as a people, our character as men, are opposed to
a coalition with thorn as subjects." The twenty-second was a

• day of general public fasting and humiliation, with prayers to
Almighty God to strengtlien and perpetuate the union. As
sembled on that day iu a house for public worship, congress
resolved " to hold no conference or treaty with any commission
ers on the part of Great Britain, unless they shall, as a prelimi-
nary thereto, either withdraw their fleets and armies, or in posi.
tive and express terms acloiowledgo the independence of the
states." " Lord North is two years too late with his political
manauvre," responded George Clinton, then governor of New
York. Jay met not a single American " wilhng to accept peace
under Lord North's terms." " No offers," wrote Robert Morris
" ought to have a hearing of one moment, unless preceded by ac-
knowledgment of our independence, because we can never be a
happy people under their domination. Great Britain would still
enjoy the greatest share and most valuable parts of our trade."

Since Britain would grant no peace, on the tenth the French
king despatched from Toulon a fleet, bearing Gerard as his min-
ister to the congress of the United States, that the alliance be-
tween France and America might bo riveted. On the twenty-
ninth, when, in the presence of Franklin and his newly arrived
colleague John Adams, Voltaire was solemnly received by the
French academy, philosophic France gave the right hand of
fellowship to America as its child by adoption. The numerous
assem})ly demanded a visible sign of this union; and, in the
presence of all tliat was most distinguished in letters and phi-
losophy, I ranklin and Voltaire kissed each other, in recognition
that the war for American independence was a war for free-
dom of mind.

Many causes combined to procure the alliance of France
and the American republic; but the force which brought all
influences hannoniously together, overruling the timorous lev-
ity of Maurepas and the dull reluctance of Louis XVI., was
the movement of intellectual freedom.

The spirit of free inquiry penetrated the Catholic worid as
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it pcnotmtod tho Protestant world. Kach of their mothodBof reform recogmsed that every man shares in the Jten^^
son Luther as ho dimbod on his knees the marble seL ofa clmrch at Rome, heard a voice within him cry ont • "T ?
hca.:o„ .s by faith alone ;

" aud ho vindicated S^>„TindiX

ot'[t:Xr:;:;'oftrLl:fr^^^^^^^
each individual niind, in the'^tilLt'^^tCZt
bring to judgment all tradition and all recoivPfl .. • •

'

.
to prove all things, that it may hold tt oTtha7"l^ "^
proves itself to be true "^ ""* '"^^'^^^ ^P"

pe«t,fons world, "asleep in lap of legends old," b„t d d no;renounce .-ill external authority and «n it ^ .

comets. By tho principle ofC^ ,rSSt™a once and altogether stood aloof from k ng church Z "
1-, public opinion, traditional science, alK. a'^ITand all other beings, and, turning eve^y intrude" u of2mner temple of the mind, kept guard at its portll to bt!entry to every belief that had notLt obtained a passport frlmhso,™ reason. No one ever applied tho theor/o CaZwuh r,g,d mflexibility; a man can as little movrwltho.t tSwe.ght of the superincumbent atmosphere, as escape alto! thertk opmions of the age in which he sees the liaht • but thi H .

was there, and it rescued philosophy from b^nd^ge" t 2toology, forbade to the church all inquisition into pr"v^opm,on, and gave to reason, and not to civil magistrates themamte„a„ce of truth. The nations that learned «rirsLlof hber^y from Luther and Calvin went forward in t ^iTZra development, and their institutions grew and shaped themso ves according to the increasing public intell ;ence T^-

:tTedt ::::•'
'"^'^ '-™-' «bort;tr;T^:^

of sonf.* ! ^
, ?

'=™''^'''°g' ""d to attempt the renewal

tion Ti r
^'°'<^«"'"* """nWos was marked by modera-te The German Lessing, the antitype of Luther, La to^
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countrymen: "Don't put out the candles till day breaks."
America conducted a revolution on the highest principles of
freedom Avith such circumspection that it seemed to be only a
war against innovation. On the other hand, free thought in
France, as pure in its source as free thought in America, became
speculative and skeptical and impassioned. As it broke its

chains, it started up with a aentiment of revenge against the
terrorism and oppression, which for centuries had sequestered
the rights of mind and assumed to rule the world. Inquiry took
up Avith zeal every question in science, politics, and morals.
Free thought paid homage to the " majesty of nature ;" invest
tigated the origin of species ; analyzed the air we breathe

;
pur-

sued the discoveries of Columbus and Copernicus ; mapped the
skies; explored oceans and measured the earth; revived an-
cient learning; revelled in the philosophy of Greece, which
was untrammelled by national theology ; nursed the republican
sentiment by study of the history of Athens and Eome;
spoke words for liberty on the stage ; and adapted the round
of learning to the common understanding. Now it translated
and scattered abroad the new American constitutions, and the
proud intellect of France was in a maze ; Turgot and Condor-
cet melted with admiration and sympathy as they read the or-

ganic laws, in which the unpretending law-givers of a new con-
tinent had introduced into the world of real life the ideas that
for them dwelt only in hope. All influences that favored
freedom of mind conspired together. Anti-prelatical Puritan-
ism was embraced by anti-prelatical skepticism. The exiled Cal-
vin was welcomed home as he returned by way of New England
and the states where Huguenots and Presbyterians prevailed.
One great current of vigorous living opinion, which there was
no power in France capable of resisting, swept through soci-

ety, driving all the clouds in the sky in one direction. Min-
isters and king and nation were hurried along together.

The wave of free thought broke as it rolled against the
Pyrenees. The Bourbon of France was compelled by the
public opinion of France into an alliance with America; in

Spain no intellectual a.;tivity existed that could drive the
Bourbon of Spain beyond the narrow range of thought in

palaces. The Spanish people did not share the passion of

iiii:fi>
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fto French for they had not had the training of the FrenchIn I-ranoe, here was no inqni.!tion ; in Spainfthe king wonldhave submitted his own son to its tribunal. DescarterT
pMlosophizing soldier of France, emancipated thou^tT^lot
he contemplahve soldier of Spain, organized repis^ionfte

P ™d Co">«Ue, so full of republican fir«, sLu had ZMOBk,sh Calderon. In Spain no poet like Molie^ J^ekldhypocnsy.
.Jot only had she no Calvin, no Voltaire, noWeau; die had no Pascal to mock at casuistry; no prelate to:ns ruct her princes in the rights of the peopfe like'^^i^

or defend her church against Rome, or tead. the eqnalityT^men before God hke Bossnet; no controversies through the

like that of Nantes. A nehly endowed church always leans
to Arminiamsm and justification by works; it wai sotnSpam, where the spiritual instincts of man, which are th^Meof freedom, had been trodden under foot, ;.d alms-^vW toprofessed mendicants usuriied the place of charity N.IZscience in its progress gently strips from religion the folS
uperstition and purities and spiritualizes flith ; in SplTu Itwas dreaded^ of kin to the Llam; and, as the mterial world™ excluded from its rightful place among the objecte ofsZy
LTrbol t «' "™''7"« religion. The id^. was lost inUie jmbol, to the wooden or metal cross was imputed theworth of inward p.ety

; religious feeling was cherished by ma^mfl ent ceremonies to delight the senses; penitence in tlworld made atonement by using the hair's^rt, the sc^i-tand maceration
;
the immortal soul was thought to be pu,.^bymaenal flames; by the confessional the mei^Iess inq^S

ZutTjZT °^"T " ^^"^ '"'"^' -0 '1°^"^'» freetliought by the dungeon, the torture, and the st^e Noth

of aU the stem Protestantism of America; nothing coni,!n^^ to free thought, least of all to free tto'nght as ft Z'u
France was alive with the restless spirit of inquirv thecomitry beyond the Pyrenees was still benumbed by „«;««t on, pri^teraft, and tymmiy over mind, and the cCharougn ... organization maintained a stagn^it calm. AstS
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was no union between the French mind and the Spanish
mind, between the French people and the Spanish people
the union of the governments was simply the result of the
family compact between its kings, which the engagement
between France and the United States without the assent of
Spain violated and annulled. The self-love of the Catholic
lung was touched, that his nephew should have formed a treaty
with America without waiting for his advice. The inde-
pendence of colonies was an example that might divest his
crown of its possessions in both parts of America ; and ho
dreaded the establishment of republicanism on the border of
his transatlantic provinces, as more surely fatal than all the
power of Great Britain.

The king of France, while he declared his wish to make no
conquest whatever in the war, vainly held out to the king of
Spain, with the consent of the United States, the acquisition
of Florida

; but that province had not power to allure Charles
III. or his ministry, which was a truly Spanish ministry and
wished to pursue a truly Spanish policy. There was indeed
one word whi h, if pronounced, would be potent enough to
alter their decision. That word was Gibraltar ; but, as it Avas

not spoken, the king of Spain declared that he would not enter
into the quarrel of France and England ; that he wished to
close his life in tranquillity, and valued peace too highly to
sacrifice it to the interests or opinions of another.

So the flags of France and the United States went together
into the field against Great Britain, unsupported by any other
government. The benefit then conferred on the United States
was priceless

; in return the revolution in America brought to

France new life and hope.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

THE BEmSH ABANDON PENNSYLVANIA.

Mav-Jdne 1778.

The alliance of France with the United States waked inthe heart of Europe the hope of the overthrow of thfoU.olomal system of commercial monopoly. American indepondence was won not by arms alone, bnt in part by the sympa-tbes of neutral princes and r vfons
"» sympa

at home' Xf'^
">eUigerents wer^ involved in contradictions

at home. The government of England, in seeWug to suppress
ui her dependences English rights by EngUsh ar,l, madlCon the hf

e of her own Ufe. Inasmuch as the party ot freedomand justice, which is indeed one for all manktod,™ autS
seen to be one and the same for the whole English rje Uappeared more and more clearly that the total subjugation of

The country, which in the seven years' war had been !m
polled by the elder Pitt to mighty deeds, foun"1n he m nis™;no representative. Public spirit had }Ln quelled and nefsona mterests pi.vailed over the gene..! gool Eve'nTmprding foreign war could not hush the turbulence ofpS
Jirt^zt:' "7'"^ "" ^"^'"« pnncipicCn;n T°""^- ^^'^•'Ji^'ion showed itself in tlio

}Znn^l "T^"" '"°^' """"^ '^' "ffi"^^- England
.ad not known so bad a government since the reign of James

neither for the people nor for any branch of the aristocracy
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neither for tlio spirit of the time, nor for the past ago, nor for
that which waa coming. It was a conglomerate of inferior
and heterogeneous materials, totally unfit to govern a great
and free empire.

The period in British history was distinguished in philoso-
phy by Hume and Roid and Price and Adam Smith ; in paint-
ing by Reynolds ; in poetry and various learning by Gray and
Goldsmith, Johnson and Oowper ; in legislative eloquence by
Chatham, Burke, and Fox ; in history by Gibbon, as well as
by Hume and Robertson ; in the useful arts by Brindloy, AVatt
and Arkwright. That the nation, in a state of high and ad-
vancing culture, should hava been ruled by a sordid minis-
try, so inferior to itself as that of Lord North, was not due to
the corruption of parliament alone ; for there was always in
the house of commons an independent fraction. It cannot be
fully explained without considering the chaotic state of politi-
cal parties.

The conflict between England and her American colonies
sprang necessarily out of the development of British institu-
tions. The supreme right of pariiament as the representative
of English nationality and bound to resist and overthrow the
personal government of fho Stuarts, was the watchword of
the revolution of 1688, which had been dear to America as
the death-blow to monarchical absolutism throughout the Eng-
lish dominiDus, and as the harbinger of constitutional liberty
for the civilized worid. Pariiament again asserted its para-
mount authority over the crown, when by its own enactment
it transferred the succession to the house Hanover. These
revolutions were achieved tlirough a categorical principle that
would endure no questioning of its rightfulness. Such a prin-
ciple could not submit to modifications until it had accom-
plished its work ; and, as it was embedded with the love of
liberty in the mass of the English nation, it had moved and
acted with the strength and majesty of a national conviction.

In the process of years the assertion of the supreme power
of pariiament assumed an exaggerated form, andVas claimed
to extend without limit over Ireland and over the colonies;
so that the theory which had first been used to rescue and
secrre the liberties of England became an instrument of despo-
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tism. Both branches of parliament were but representative,
of the same favored elaas and the kings awakened no counrpoismg enfment of loyalty so long as the honse of Hanover
the ereaureof parhament, was represented by prinees of fo;!cgn b.rth, Ignorant of the laws and language of {he land

In this manner the government was eondueted for a halfeontury by the aristoeraey, which, keeping in memoA heday, of the commonwealth and the days of James II., wereZinto the persuasion that the constitution was not si^fe exce^m the custody of the aristocracy, that the party of libertvT™ the words of Rockingham, was that which "fotrf'up
against the king and against the people " ^

But by the side of the theory of absolute power coneen-t«d in parliament which had twice been the i^^eet-anchortf
be English constitntion, there existed the older rer4 forthe riglits of the individual and the liberties of organked communities. These two elements of British political life we^brought into collision by the American revolution, whichM

Its provoca ,on in the theory of the omnipotence of partaand .'t^ Frtification in the eyes of Englishmen in the pria^ple

if J'>?,'r
•''"'« «'™gglod for the ascendency in themind of the Bntish nation and in its legislature. They both

arc so enibalmed m the undying eloqaenet of Burke as to hatled to the most opposite estimates of his political characterThoy both appear in startling distinctness in the speeches andconduct of I. ox, who put all at hazard on the omijpoteree ofpar lament and yet excelled in the ciear statement and d^f^nf

f sion in th
1-^"'7'^ ^o* V in irreconeiled co"

ItZZ .*^,
P? •'' "* K«>d"gl'am, whose administration

signahzed itself by enacting the right of the king, lords andcommons of Britain to bind America in all cases whatsoever
and yet m practice humanely «f„sed to enforce the preten!

ink of JhTbT ^"' 1 '"""y- "•S^^'J o" "'^ prin-ciple of the absolute power of parliament in order to defeat
effectually and for all time the designs of the king aSS
parhamentary nsages and rights, had done its worklifo^
hved Its usefulness. In opposition to the continued rule of »aristocracy, with the device of omnipotence over "ng an"

i, J

I 1

feilil
)

,
:

f ',

it ' 1

rl.

wm
Ui.



f "-'I

;^i?i ii

I m

H ';

264 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FBAKOE. ep. iv. ; en. i,„t

people tlicre rose ..p around the venerable form of Chathama new hbera party, willing to use the prerogative of the kZto increase tlie weight of the comr ons.
*

The new party aimed at a double modification of the nnrestncted sovereignty of parliament. The elder Pitt evermsisted and his friends continued to maintain, that the ommens of Great Britain had no right to impos'e taxes on utrepresented colonies. This was the first step in the renovat™,of Lnghsh liberty. The next was to recognise that pailiamer
as then composed, did not adequately ilpi^nt the nS

!

and the connection of Rockingham resisted both these cl'd nal principles of reform. This unyielding division am2the opponents of Lord North prolonged his administratior
^

besides many men of honest intentions, neither wishing
to see English liberties impaired, nor yet L consent to findependence of the colonics, kept their minds in a state ouspense; and this reluctance to decide led them to bear ahttle longer the ministry which alone professed ability to sn^press he insutrection: for better men would not coLnt ,^take their places coupled with the condition of continuing
their pohcy. Once, in a moment of petulance, Lord Gec4Germain resigned; and the king wished to be rid of hiZbut he was from necessity continued in his office, because noone else could be found willing to accept it.

»„t;° *•'!• ^*' ''"'^°'" "" *^ »"'«• ^'-J^ »f the channel
antagonistic forces were likewise in action. As the rcpr^'mutative of popular power, France had in reserve one gLtadvantage over England in her numerous independent^antry Brought up in ignorance and seclusion, they knew nothow to question anything that was taught by the church orcommanded by the monarch; but, however Ly migh fohe present suffer from grievous and unredressed oppression,
they constituted the safeg«a«l of order as well as of nationality.

In the capital and among the cultivated classes of society,n coffee-houses and saloons, the cry rose for reform or revolu^

m1. ^""'f\^"'S "^^ ''teol-te; yet the teachings of
Montesquieu and the example of England raised in men of

t1Z™°'i ", r.
'""=«°t'-»"*le desire for free institu-

tions
,
while speculative fault-finders, knowing nothing of the
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self-restraint which is tauglit by responsibility in the exercise
of olhce, indulged in ideal anticipations which were colored by
an exasperating remembrance of griefs and wrongs. France
was the eldest daughter of the Koman church, with a kin^who was a sincere though not a bigoted Roman CathoHc^
and ite philosophers carried their impassioned war against the
church to the utmost verge of skepticism and unbelief, while
a suspicion that forms of religion were used as a mere instni-ment of government began to arise in the laboring classes of
the cit.cs But, apart from all inferior influences, the power
of generalization, m which the French nation excek all othei.
imparl from time to time an idealistic character to its poK
icy. Tho Parisians felt the reverses of the Americans aT ifthey had been their own; and, in November 177G an ar^

^Z^. "^''" "^'' ^"^^^^"' ^'" '''' -Meet of 'all co^

The American struggle was avowedly a war in defence ofthe common nghts of mankind. The Prince de Montbareywho owed his place as minister of war to the favor of MaurS
pas and female m liience, and who cherished the prejudices of
ns order wi hout being aware of his own mediocrity, profeld
to despise the people of the United States as fonld "mmigrants for the most part without character and withoS

7Z 1 f » rT^"'.
'^^ '^'' ''''''^^''' f^^"^ the four parts

of the globe. lie had warned Lafayette against leaving his

n their behalf and had raised in the council his feeble voice
agamst the alliance of France with the insurgents. He re!garded a victory over England as of no advantage commen-
snrate with the dangerous example of sustaining a revolt

d sorder m the public finances, retard useful works for theh ppmess of France, and justify reprisals by Great Britain onthe colonies of the Bourbon princes.
It w^ against the interior sentiment of the king and theoubts of Maurepas, that the lingering influence of fhe pol c^

its strittrr ^'T' ^I^'^

"^"^^"'"^ -P^^t^«- -f France^
Its spint of philosophic freedom, and its traditional antago!
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nism to England a^ the monopolist of commerce and the rulerof the seas, forced the French alliance with America
Just thirty-eight years before, Maurepas, in the vigor ofmanhood had been famed for his aversion to England andfor the desire to found his glory on the restoration of theFrench navy. Of the members of the administration ofCardmal Fleury, he was thought to have had the mind ofthe widest range

;
and it was predicted of him that Francewould accomplish great results if he should ever become the

director of its government. At length he waa the iirst minis-
ter of a king who looked up to him with deference and im-
plicit trust The tone of his thoughts was unchanged ; but hewas so enleebled by long exclusion from public alifirs/and byyears aiid infirmities, that no heroic enterprise could U himfrom the love of quiet. By habit he pift aside all b^in^^which admitted of delay. When the question of the aZZwith America became urgent, he shrunk from proposing newtaxes which the lately restored parliaments mighi refuse to
register; and he gladly accepted the guarantee of Necker that
all war expenditures could be met by the use of credit, finan-
cial operations, and reforms. It was only after the assurance
of a sufficient supply of money from loans, that he no longer
attempted to stem the opinion of Paris in favor of America

fh« ^^V-r^^ ""V^"
'^^^°"* ^"^ ^^ Vergennes. He securedhe unfailing good-will of his sovereign by recognising noauthonty of either clergy, or nobility, or third estat^, but only

of the monarch, whom all the three were to obey. Kor did he
for a moment forget the respect due to Maurepas as his supe-
nor, so that he never excited a jealousy of rivalship. He hadno prejudice about calling republics into being, whether inEurope or beyond the Atlantic, if the welfare of France seemed
to require it

;
he continued to believe that from the family alli-

ance Spam would follow France into the war with Eniand;
and m his eyes the interests of that branch of the house of
Jiourbon took precedence over those of the United States.

.
^^!'^''^ «f ^n executive department was T)rimarily a hearty

friend to the new republic: Necker favored neutrality ; and,
though he was a Swiss by birth, his liberalism did not go be^yond admiration of the British constitution of that day
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The statesmen of the nation had not yet deduced from ex-
pcrience and the intuitions of reason a system of civil liberty
to supersede worn-out traditional forms; and, just before the
alliance between France and the United States, the lighter lit-
erature of the hour, skeptical rather than hopeful, mocked at
the contradiction between institutions and rights, and asked if
while the mutinous Americans, "without kings and without
queens, bearded the whole world and were free," Europe should
BtiU be crushed by inexorable tyranny. Mirabeau wrote a fiery
invective against despotism from a prison of which his pal
sionate prayer for leave to serve in America could not open
the doors. ^

Until chastened by affliction, Marie Antoinette wanted ear-
nestness of character, and suffered herself to bo swayed by
generous caprices, or family ties, or the selfish solicitations of
her female conipanions. She had an ascendency over the kin-
and could not always conceal her contempt for his under-
standing, but never aspired to control his foreign policy ex
cept in relation to Austria. It was only in the pursui't of
benefits for her friends that she would suffer no denial. She
did not spare words of petulance to a minister who dared to
thwart her requests; and Necker retained her favor by never
refusmg them. Her enthusiasm for the new republic was
only superficial and occasional, and could form no support for
a steady conduct of the war.

The king felt for the Americans neither as insurgents
against wrongs nor as a self-governing people ; and never un-
derstood how it came about that, contrary to his own faith in
monarchical power and in the Catholic church, his Idno-dom
had plunged into a war to introduce among the potentates of
the civilized world a revolutionary Protestant republic.

France was rich in resources; but its finances had not re-
covered from their exhaustion in the seven years' war. Their
restoration became hopeless, when Necker promised to employ
the fame of his severer administration only to increase the
public debt, which was already too heavy to be borne. The
long of Prussia, whose poverty made him a sharp observer
of the revenues of wealthier powers, repeatedly foretold the
bankruptcy of France if its. king should break the peace.
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All this while Paris was tho centre of the gay society andmtelhgence of Euroin.. The best artists of tlt^ day and tl onmsters of the rival schools of nuisic crowded round the com
1 ho splendor of tho Bourbon monarchy was kept up at thoTui enes and Versailles with prodigal magnificence, and invcntion wtus over devising new refinements in social enjoymentThe queen was happy in tho dazzling scenes of whic h she w.isthe hfo

;
the kmg, a young man of four-and-twenty, whom

Ins Austrian brother-in-law described as a child, was pleaseSwith the absolute power which he held it his right to exerciseTo 1 ranco, the years which followed are among the most trionous in her history, for they were those in which she pre"
pared the way for tho overthrow of feudalism and her own
i-cgeneration

;
but Louis XVI. and Marie Antoinette, when

they embarked for the liberation of America, plca.su-, on theprow an(l tho uncertain hand of youth at tho helm, might
liavecned out to the new republic whicli they fostered: "Mn.
ntun te salutant," " Tho doomed to die salute thee."

^

The rescript of France, which announced to tho British
ministry her acknowledgment of American independence
assumed as a principle of public law that a nationality may'by Its own declaration, speak itself into being. The old syi'tems of tho two governments were reversed. Tho BritHimonarchy put forth its strength in behalf of unjust authority
while France became the foster-mother of republicanism Inone respect France was more suited than Britain to lead the
peoples of Europe in the road to freedom. On the release ofher rural population from serfdom, a large part of them re-tamed their rights to the soil ; and, though bowed down under
grievous burdens and evil laws, they had a homo and acresfrom which iiiey could not be evicted. In England and Scot-
and and Ireland "the property by feudal law was strictly in
the tenant," but the feudal chiefs had taken to themselves in
absolute ownership nearly all the ground.

On the fourth of May the treaties of commerce and alli-
ance with Louis XVI. were unanimously ratified by congress,
with grateful acknowledgments of his magnanimous and disin!
terested conduct, and the " wish that the friendship so happily
commenced between France and the United States might be



1778. THE nniTfsn abandon Pennsylvania.
gag

,K=rpot„at. .1" The rivalrio, of ccnt„ric», in wl.ich tl.o Amor,,
can. I,.d .K=en .nvolved «„l^ fr„„. ,l,„ir depondonco onCland wore offacod forovcr

; Fronchraca bci.oe tboir frio.df

:d.-f SLd.""™
"" '"^^""^ " "°"— '^^ *^

Ufayetto s.nilod a.,, in Washington', camp, l,o road tintlusgovcrnn^nt dated tho indopendonco of Ameriea 7r^ «n,oment of it., own declaration, and said prophetically : " ThoZ
... Lea a princple of national aovereignty which one day wi»

ccl brated at Valley Forgo. After a salute of tl --teen cann™and a running hre of all the n.uAetry, tho army, drawn „p^two hne.s shouted: "Long live tho king of France P'anSagam: " I.„g live the friendly European%owers"' and thecmnomos were closed by u huzza for the A.nerican etntc^
In an address to the inhabitants of tho United States con-

gres, assumed that independeneo was seenred; and the; pri
la n,cd the eK.stcnce of a new people, though they could not
...lets want of a government. They rightly represented its.crnto.7 as a continental one and most blessed L its clilte
and produehons

;
they owned its iina..cial cnbarra-ssmcnts, be-

cause no taxes had been laid to carry on the war; „„d hcvmrted the,r countrymen to " bring forth their armies into the

fo the public funds. In return for all losses, they promised
"the swceto of a free commerce with every part of the earth "

On the eighteenth of May a festival was given to GeneralHowe by thirty of his officers, most of then membo.-s of Ws
stait. The numerous coinpany embarked on tho Delaware
above the town and, to the music of o.,e hundred and ei<rht
hautboys rowed two miles down tno stream in galleys Tnd
boat ghttenng with colors and strea,nc:^. They paJd twoInmdred transport vessels tricked out in braverv and crowded
w.th lookers-on; and, landing to the tmie of "God save theiimg under salutes from two decorated shipsof-war, theymarched between Unes of eavaliy and infantry and ^11 the

h'entd r^ '? " '^""' "'«"^' '" P^--- of tl.eir

tZ, f ^''^ °" *'"'°™'' o*^"™' fontastieally dressed asinnghts and sqmres, engaged in a tournament. After this,
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they pioceeded under an ornamented arcli to a splendidly fnr
niBhed house, where dancing began; and a gaming table waa"opened with a bank of two thousand guineas. The tickets of
admission described the guest of the night as the sun, goin^rdown m brightness to rise h greater glory; and fireworks in
dazzling letters promised him immortal laurels. At miduieht
a supper of four hundred and thirty covers was served under
the light of twelve hundred wax candles, and was enlivened bvan orchestra of more than one hundred instruments. Dancing
contmued till the sun was more than an hour high, l^^y^r
had subordinates given a more brilliant farewell to a depart-
ing general

;
and it was doubly dear to their commander for

It expressed their belief that the ministry had wronged himand that his merit pointed him out for advancement
The festival was hardly over when Howe was informed

.at Lafayette, with twenty-five hundred men and eio-ht can
non, had crossed the Schuylkill and, twelve miles from Yalley
Forge, had taken a post of observation on the range of BarrenHd

. Hushed with the hope of ending his American careerwith lustre, he resolved by a swift movement to capture theparty At ten on the nineteenth he sent Grant, at the head of
fifty-three hundred chosen men, with the best guides, to gainby roundabout ways the rear of Lafayette. They were fol-lowed the next morning by fifty-seven hundred selected troopscommanded by Howe himself, assisted by CHnton and Knyp:
hausen, with Lord Howe to witness the discomfiture of Se
youtkful general, whom he was to ship to England. At Chest-nut Hill hey were to receive the American party as prisoners

;

bat they listened in vain for tiie sound of cannon, and at noonGrant came in sight with only his own detachment. Lafayettehad been surpnsed, and his direct commmiication with Valley
Forge cut off; but a lower ford called Matson's, which was
nearer to Grant than to him, remained unoccupied. Sending
small parties into the woods, to present themselves as the heads
of attacking columns, he deceived his antagonist and crossed
the ford while Grant was preparing to give battle.

Howe, returning crestfallen to the city, on the twenty-fourth
gave up to Sir Heniy Clinton the command of the amy. Offi-
cers who attended him to the place of embarkation shed tears

Pi!
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at the parting; and Knyphausen, from deep emotion, could
not imsh the address which, in their name, he began to reTBravo and an adept in military seience, Howe had failcXn
he condnct of tl,e war from want of earnest enteTrise. Onand,^ near Bunker Hill, he had snflicient troops to haveturned the pos,tK>n of the Americans; b„t he delayed Tslong enough for them to prepare for his attack. He w^, driCn

out of Boston from his neglect to oeenpy Dorcheste- Heightewh, I. overlook the town. He took his troops in midwintfr tothe beak, remote, and then scarcely inhabited Halifa.., instead
of saJmg to some convenient nook on Long Island w thinZsound, where he wonld have found a milder ehmate, greater
resources, and nearness to the scene of his ne.t eampdlHe passed the winter in Philadelphia without attemptinabreak up the American camp at Valley Forge. The mC?
.n which he threw up his command was a defiance of iS^ov-emment and an open intimation to Europe and to Am!Z
that the attempt of England to reduce its colonies would f^TNothing saved h.m from reprobation but that Lord GeorgeGermain had made mistakes still graver than his o^vn.

^

Meantime, Lord Howe and Sir Henry Clinton, each actingnnder special instructions, separately communicat d he ft™
on the sixth of June, and on the same day answered : « Thevhave m Apnl last expressed their sentiments upon bilk notessentially different When fte king of Great^JBrita n shdbe senonsly disposed to end the unprovoked war waged al™
these United S-at^s, ftey will rejily attend to suTterC^ace as may consist wift the honor of independent nZnand the sacred regard ftey mean to pay to treaties."

tl,„ Vl" 1. V- 1
""' "'°"'"* "^J^"""" «f ^^ North's offersthe three British commissioners arrived in Philadelphia In

^.hngupfteDelawa.^ they had seen enough "totg^t tenthousand times that their rule.., instead of a tour ftS he

mth a visit round the eoaats and rivei^ of this beautiful and

into riZ T.
°™*- ^''^ ^"S"^'' "^-^ «''™"k for them

:::,dt ometr^'.t'^''"* '" ^'-''i!^'^ ^-^-^^'p"-
- -jme a in«g:..n^^.,,, ineiropolis. Tiieir mission was a
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mere device to aid Lord North in governing the house of com-
mons, and to " reconcile the people of England to a continu-
ance of the war." Carlisle, the firat commissioner, had in the
house of lords "spoken with v/armth upon the insolence of the
rebels" in refusing to treat with the Howes, and stigmatized
them as " base and unnatural children " of England. The sec-
ond commissioner was an under-secretary, whose chief, in the
same assembly, had scolfed at Congress as a " body of vagrants."
The third was Johnstone, who had lately in parliament justi-
fied the Americans and charged the king with iiypocrisy.

In the certainty that the commission would not be received
Clinton was instructed to abandon Philadelphia; to hold New
York and Ehode Island ; to curtail the boundaries of the thir-
teen states on the north-east and on the south ; to lay waste Vir-
ginia by means of ships-of-war ; and to attack Providence, Bos-
ton, and all accessible ports between New York and Nova Sco-
tia, destroying vessels, wharfs, stores, and materials for ship-
building; the Indians, from Detroit to Florida, were to he
hounded on to spread dismay and death all along the frontiers.
No active operations at the North were expected. The king,"

under his sign manual, ordered Clinton to detach five thousand
men for the conquest of the French island, St. Lucia.

As the commissionei-s stepped on shore they found, to their
extreme surprise and chagrin, that orders for the immediate
evacuation of Philadelphia had preceded them. " If Philadel-
phia is left to the rebels," it was said, "independence is ac-
knowledged and America lost." About three thousand of the
inhabitants were embarking m British ships. Those who re-
solved to stay roused from a delusive confidence in British pro-
tection to restless anxiety. In this strait, the representatives
of Britain, in a communication to congress sealed with the
image of a fond mother caressing her children, recognised the
constituency of congress as " states," and pressed them to accept
perfect freedom of legislation and of internal government, rep-
resentation in parliament, and an exemption from the presence
of military forces, except with their own permission ; in short,
the gratiL ;ation of '-'every wish that America had expressed."
And they insinuated that France was the common enemy
These offers were made without authority, and were therefore
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fraudulent

;
and before an answer could be received, they hadsailed down the Delaware. ^

offcnco to hezr own honor and to their ally. Their ware^iftFranco hud been but a conaeqnenoe of their connecZwhEngland
;
independence was peace, and, by a unanimo^" ™Lhoy on the seventeenth made answer as before: "TheTdeatfdependoneo .s madmissible. Congress will be «,ady to ent^'upon a trea^ of peace and commerce when the kin/of Gre!Bntam shall demonstrate a sincere disposition for thl„l,y an expbe.t acknowledgment of the independence ofS«es, or withdrawing his iieets and annies." The AmeriZ

officers were of the same mind, except I*o who was fato^Gates, who m the belief that eveiything contended fo^' Tas
granted, w^hed a conference with the"commissioner ToJohnstone Washmgton wrote : "The voice of con^^'is thevoice of the people."

(-ougress is tne

The convention of Saratoga had been broken by the Brit-^h, at the time of the surrender, by the concealment o pnbho property. In November 1777, Burgoyne had made a formal bnt groundless complaint of i'ts vi"tion by ftfl^tr
rerdrdLtnj^ts^rhf^""-^^^^^^^^
obligations whicfTiitj: toL3::~ t^m^n^f

:

dcuand for hsts of all pe..ons comprehended M the s„r"nderaad a comphance with this proper and even necla^rr^S
tion had been refused. In Januarv lYTa «

^ requisi-

the embarkation of the armvTf?.^ '
^^'''' suspended

conWd by theti^res:iXH^^ f G^HH^^'tV^
2Z t^™'^'^

^' ''' ^''''^ eommilfetw'';'^
^^^^ of power, congress, on the fourth of September withm fa dissentient voice, confinned their resolution

' '^*

On the night following the seventeenth of June Sirllpnrv

S'xrm^rThr ,1"' -".^'^ ^^^^^^^Z!.
nf th! vZ^! \ ^^^ ^^^^''*« ^^w i^ ti^e retreat a violationof the plighted faith of the British king. The winter's revel^

Tes^TaUrr ^tf"^ '"™^' ^"'^-^^ to Mt^^raS
per^

PfPers of protection became only an opprobrium and apeni. Crowds of wretched refu^o.^^. xv^t], oii !.^ *^-•_ _.

VOL. v.—18
°""' " "'^ "-^ liiuir posses-
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Bions which they could transport, fled with the army. Tlie
sky sparkled with stars; the air of the cummer night was soft
and tranquil, as the exiles, broken in fortune and without a
career, went in despair from the only city they could love.

While the American army was pining from the delinquency
of the states to meet the requisitions of Congress, Lee, then
second in command, was treacherously plotting its ruin.' His
loud fault-finding was rebuked by the general for its « very
mischievous " tendency. To secure to the British a retreat
" on velvet," Lee asserted that they would move to the south
In a council on the seventeenth, he gave as his advice that it

would not be safe to attack the British, and carried with him
all the officers except Greene, Lafayette, Wayne, and Cad-
walader. Unmoved by the apathy of so many, Washington
crossed the Delaware sixteen miles above Trenton, and, de-
taching Maxwell's brigade of nine hundred to assist a party of
a thousand Jersey militia in destroying the roads, and Morgan
with a corps of six hundred to hang upon the enemy's right
he moved with the main army to HopeweU. There, on tlie

twenty fourth, Lee insisted in council that the Americans
should rather build a bridge for the retreat of their enemies
than attack so well-disciplined an army. Lafayette replied
that it would be shameful to suffer the British to cross New
Jersey with impunity

; that, without extreme risk, it was possi-
ble to engage their rear and take advantage of any favorable
opportunity; still Lord Stirling and most of the brigadiers
again sided with Lee.

From Allentown the British general, fearing danger in
crossing the Earitan, decided to march by way of Monmouth
to Sandy Hook; and Washington followed him in a parallel
line, ready to strike his force at right angles. The parties in
advance, increased by Scott with fourteen himdred and forty
men, and on the twenty-fifth by Wayne with a thousand more,
composed a third of the army, and formed a fit command for
the oldest major-general. But Lee refused it, saying that the
plan must surely fail. Upon this Washington intrusted it to
Lafayette, who marched toward the enemy with alacrity. Leo
now fretted at the wrong which he pretended was done to him-
self and to Lord Stirling. As Washington heard him un-



'•
; en. xviii.

my. The
it was soft

without a

I love,

linquency

Lee, then

win. His

its "very

a retreat

the south,

ce that it

with him

and Cad-

ashington

, and, de-

i party of

I Morgan

ly's right,

•e, on the

Lmericans

enemies

e replied

ross New
ivas possi-

favorable

irigadiers

anger in

onraoutli

i parallel

)arties in

nd forty

ad more,

nand for

that the

ed it to

ty. Leo

J to him-

!iim un-

1778. THE BRITISH ABANDON PENNSYLVANIA.
275

moved, he wrote to Lafayette: « My fortune and my honor

Zli:^' Antti-'"'
are too generous to ruin t^oZltue ouier. And this appeal succeeded

On the twenty-sixth, Lee was sent forward with two hriHos to command the advance party, with orders to attck theenemy s rear. Intense heat and heavy rsiins heM hoTl. •

V;.ot on the twenty.eventh
; but, ja/ate n on on tUlTfl.,shm^on, summoning the generals to head quai^er^ S^'

B.t,whe„Lafayett:,X"tr,':r^

on which he was ordered to Ight T he !
"

P™''
ch^ged by Washington to detal a partyrf s tXht^rdred skirmishers, to lie verv near iht .S

*''''^^^^S^^^ ^un-

if they should m;ve off at^lghUrX^Xmomt ''?^'
orior was executed too tardily to have effect

^^ ^^'
Informed at five in the momino- of tl,» t„ . • , ,

^^tL^^^i^-xSHr^^-

to British soldie..: we oinnot staT^inst "hem
" uTIn., Lafayette sent to Washington thnt^irpr^re, o^Z

Lair 7'^' r *"'°°^™- ^-'- -es::;: se" tLaurens. Ilavmg orders to attack the enemy's I^ft T ,f .7
received counter orders before he h,/^. '^V? '

"^'"^

of the wnv -ro-„, .
proceeded one quarter

:rridr»svdtfr^ur'^C'.Tst ™f^
==-hi5-t;-;~
-ething, he professed . his o,^:^ If^.^TlZt
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Thus Sir ironry Clinton gained time for proparjitioii. Ijif,

ba^gap:o, which occupied a lino of eight miles or more, waa
8cnt onward, i>rotfcte(l by a wtrong force under Knyphauscn.
The division of Comwallis and a brigade and a regiment of
dragoons from Knyphausen's division remained behind. At
about eight in the morning Clinton sent against Leo two regi-
ments of cavalry, with the grenadierH, guards, and Highlanders,
and " the llower of the American infantry was vanquished by
their obedience to the commands of a leader who meditated
their disgrace." ^ As the enemy followed the Americans
through a narrow defile, no order wits sent by Leo to any of
the parties to rally, and no word of all that happened ofHclally
communicated to the conunander-in-chief.

When Washington encountered the fugitives, ho, in a voice
of just anger, demanded of Lee: "What is the meaning of
this 'i " Akishod and confused, Leo stammered :

" Sir—sTr
•

»

and to the renewed inquiry answered : " You know that the
attack was contrary to my advice and opinion." Wjwhington
rejoined

:
" You should not have undertaken the command

unless you intended to carry it through," and at once arrested
the retreat. As tho narrow road, through which tlio best troops
of the British army, led by Clinton and Comwallis and num-
bering from six to eight thousand, were now hotly chasin^r an
unresisting enemy, was bounded on each sido by a moniss, he
swiftly formed two of tho retreating regiments of Wayne's
brigiide, commanded by Stewart and Ramsay, in front of the
pursuers and under their fire

; and thus gained time to ])lant the
troops that Avere advancing with him upon good ground. This
being done, he again met Lee, who was doing nothing, " like one
in a private capacity ;

» and, finding in him no disposition to re-
trieve his character, ordered him to the rear. Even Laurens
hoped for no more than an orderly retreat ; and Hamilton's
thought was to die on tho spot. But Washington's self-posses-
sion, his inspiring mien, his exposure of himself to every danger,
and the obvious wisdom of his orders, kindled the enthusiasm of
ofiicers and men; while Lee in the rear, sitting idly on hoi-so-
back, explained to bystanders that « the attempt waa madness
and could not be successful." The British cavalry were easily

* Uamlltou's Works, ii., 485.
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driven back and showed themselves no more. The rctriment«foot came up next; hut they eould not turn tl iZkwhere fetirhng commanded, without oxiK,sing their own rlhtto the Amenean artillery. The attack upon the rilt wWe(.reene commanded was defeated by his battery. O he^ enconntered the grenad era and guards till they tun.ed a dl^land when they rallied and eame back to the ehargrWay e'w.th a body of mfantry engaged them face to fact ilTZvwere a,Tam repulsed, Lieutenant-Colonel Monekton falbngo^
ilK".r head. l)urmg the day the heat reached ninety i" dogrcos m the Bhade; and many on both sides, stru k L ttBiin, MI (l<\Td witliout a wound '

Tl,o JJritiBi, retired through tho paas by which they hadna™,ce<l, and oceup ed a position aeco^ble iu tnJZyZ
tl.o narrow road, and protected on both flanks bv woods and„or.™<» wh,ch could not bo turned befo:^ night. 'IVoAmerican br,g,Kl» hung on their right, a third on their kftwlUe
t .0 res of tho army planted thoir standards on tho field 07^1
0, and lay on thejr anns to renew tho contest at A^breakLutChnton, abandoning his seven^ly wounded and leavChfaoad unbuncd, before midnight withdrew his foJ wlSbe arly dawn found shelter in tho higldands of uZhZtW,™lnngt„„ «,en marched toward tho North riverjX Brit'*
(;j
N™ York by way of Sandy Hook

replied Chnton gamed no advantage except to reach Now

-0 than four hundred, and above eigh hnnd^d desSthcr standard during the march through the Jerseys

M
^
onmoutl

,
the American generals except Leo did well-W^yae especially established his fame. The armv an7fh„'whole country resounded with the praises of wL *»nd congress unanimously thanked him flbi, I"*' i

conduct and victory " Nnr ™ i • . .
^"""^ «°°^

of il,„ ..
7™'y- ^or may history om t to record thatot the "revolutionary pntmot," ...i.^ .„^i„. ,

"•™™."'^''
, j. n „uo un iijat day poniled life
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for their country, more than seven hundred colored Americaue
fouglit side by side with the white.

After the battle, Leo was treated from head-quarters with
forbearance

;
but in twc letters to the commander-in-chief he

avowed the expectation that the campaign would close thewar—that is, that the terms offered by the British co.nmissjon-
ers would be accepted—and demanded reparation for injustice
and injury. A court-martial found him guilty of disobedience
misbehavior before the enemy, and disrespect to tlio com'
mandor-in-chief, and all too leniently did but suspend him
from command for twelve months. After long delay, con-
gress confirmed the sentence, though by a narrow vote. ' The
next year it censured Lee for obtaining money through British
officers in New York, and in January 1780, provoked by an
impertinent letter, dismissed him from the service. From
that time he no longer concealed his wish for the return of
America to her old allegiance, and his chosen companions were
the partisans of England. Under the false colors of military
genius and experience in war, he had solicited a command'
after his appointment ho had given the reins to self-will so that
misfortune overtook his treachery. In October 1782, sinking
under a fever m a sordid inn at Philadelphia, he died as he
had lived, loving neither God nor man.
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CHAPTER XIX.

AFTEll THE FKKNCn ALLIANCE.

June-December 1778

region and governed it as its county of WestmoreLd '^^^^
settlements, bejnin in l7ru :„„,^ i .

'"' ^'^^oreiand. The
+;ii *7 • ,

'
"^creased m mimbers and wpaIM,

III their annual tax amounted to two thousand pounds in Connecticut currency. In the winter of 177r^

^o^nas m Lon-

W^hington with two compani s ilnt
'
tho^rtt '

"'"'

M-ereal needed to r^mw *t, •
"'^^"^Vj 'iiougti their men

warand in oZil ^T^*^
' """S' S»»'"gerachto„, wa., both inu ui council, tlie foremost man n all the Sii TJaH™.

alliance !f America wlhtfrF '"TT^ "^ " P"^'™ «" ««
implacable haT T^ 1 •

™°''' ^'"' ''''""' ''« «herished

menZf 'itetd ™™t ','" '"''"=='' """^ "'^ *'><= "^"^ish-

Buferlnfd tbes™-""
".'>'™^^ «* «™nge, Colonel John
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The party of savages and rangers, numbering between five
hundred and seven hundred men, fell down the Tioga river
and on tlio last day of June hid in the forests above Wyo!
ming. The next day the two northernmost forts capitulated
The men of Wyoming, old and young, with one regular com-
pany, m all hardly more than three hundred, took counsel
with one anotlier, and found no hope of deliverance for their
families but through a victorious encounter with a foe of
twice their number, and more skilful in the woods than them
selves. On the third of July the devoted band, led by Colonel
Zebulon Butler, who had just returned from the continental
service, began their march up the river. The horde of inva-
ders, pretending to retreat, couched themselves on the ground
in an open wood. The villagers of Wyoming began firing as
they drew near, and at the third volley stood within one huu-
dred yards of the ambush, when the Seneca braves rose to tho
attack and were immediately seconded by tho rangers The
Senecas gave no quarter, and in less than a half-hour took
two hundred and twenty-five scalps, among them those of two
held officers and seven captains. The rangers saved the lives
of but five of their captives. On the British side only two
whites were killed and eight Indians wounded. The next day
the remaining forts, fiUed chiefly with women and children
capitulated. The long and wailing procession of the survivore
flying from their fields of com, their gardens, the flames of
their cottages, the unburied bodies of their beloved defenders
escaped by a pass through the hills to the eastern settlements'
Every fort and dwelling was burnt.

^

The Senecas roamed over the surrounding countrv, adeptsm murder and devastation. The British leader boasted in his
report that his party had burnt a thousand houses and every
miU; Germain in reply extolled their prowess and even their
humamty, and resolved on directing a succession of similar
parties, and to waste the older settlements, but not to recover
and hold them. The ancient affection for England .was washed
out in blood.

After the retreat of the British, the government of Penn-
sylvania, aa well as that of New Jersey, used the right of bring-
ing to trial those of their citizens who had been false to their
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.illegianco; but Livingston, the governor of Now Jersey, par-Honed every one of seventeen who were fonnd gniltT ItI'h>ladelph.a, against his intereession, two men, onfof whomhad condncted a British party to a midnight eamago, we"convicted, and suffered on the gallows. Keiret nrovJkdZ
these had not in lilie manner been forgiven

Before the treaties of alliance had been signed Vorgenneswrote " that :tw^ almost physically impossible for ZZZ
hsli to wrest independcneo from the Americans; thar allefforts, however great, would be powerless to reeal a peonle
so ftoroughly determined to n,fuse submission." On tlfeefde
of the sea, from Nova Seotia to Florida, the British oee°,podno pos s except the island of RI>odo Island, and New York
city with Its environs. The British were as yet at Ogdensbnrl
Niagara, »nd Detroit, but the Americans'^held the eo„„t^from tlie Highlands to the water-shed of Lake Ontario

^

The lovo and the exercise of individual liberty,' thouchthey hindered the efficiency of government, made tlo AmeSeansnnconquerable. They looked beyond danger to theeXment of peace in a family and country of their o™. ThIservice m the camp exalted their character; they knew thathey were suffering, not for their own land only, but for thebenefit of the human race. Moreover, the inmost mind of theAmeican people had changed. The consciousness of a na!

rEnglanJ
"'^ ''"'™™* "* '"^'""^ *° *''« «™™

In England a similar revolution had taken place. The in-

If" nm
""^ "" """' "* '"^^' ''^Ban to be called Amcri-

cans. Officers, returmng from the war, said openly that "no
person of judgmont conceived the least hope that the colonies
could be subjected by force." Some British statesmen though
to retain a political, or at least a commercial, connection ; wldlemany were willing to give them up unconditionally. Even
before the surrender of Burgoyne, Gibbon, a member of the
board of trade, confessed that, though England had sent toAmerica the greatest force which any European power ever

enough to attack its enemy, nor to prevent them from receiv-mg assistance; the war "measures" of the admimstration

i. f:
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tX rlrr :;" «;f-f""' 'VO-J policy that thoy ceasedto be nifht After that siimuder, l,o agreed that, sinca "
the«b3tane» o{ power w,. l„,t, the „„„,o of" independence raMnbo granted to the Americans." General IIowo coupled hretirement fro.n active service with the avowal that the di,K.^ble resources of his country could produce „o decisive re-Bult Things go ,11 and will not go better," wrote the chiefthe now co„.m,ssion for establishing peace. Kir JlenryCImton the successor of Howe, .^ported himself too weak oattempt the restoration of the king's authority. Lord GeorgeOernnun had no plan for the coming can,pai/n but to lay

T

colonics waste. Wd North, who had been at the hS o

and deplored ita continnanco. Should the Americans rathe Irench alliance, Lord Amherst, who was the guide o7Zmmistry in the conduct of the war, rccommended^he evac!rton of New York and Khode Island and the employment ofthe troops against the French West Indies
But the radical change of opinion was shown most clcarlvby the votes of parliament. In February 177i, the litof commons, in a moment of unrestrained poii;,! adoptedmeasures for enforcing the traditional absoktismV ptriia

m ituruary 17,8, reversed its judgment, repealed the rani^ acH and conceded everything ,vhich 'tho'colonies hadt
JanulriT^'^ ""fT' "7 ^" ^'''" T1.0 king, inJanuary 1778, confessed to Lord North: "The time miv

bntT" T 'I"'"
"" ™« '» '""""'"° "' North Zeri abut Canada, Nova Scotia, and tlie Fl ,-ida' • l,„t tt. TMity of the nation 'must see [t tit I„

^L V-,?-Lord Rockingham was convinced, an', desired to "convince«.e public, of the impossibility of going on ,vith the war"

^L r,? '"V"°'"' '""^ "" '!«= division several torie^

U^tlf "',°-,.f"«'f''
"P'"'™ ''«• ''y tWs time r^signolItself to the belief that the United States could not be redifced

depenW" P™ ',f ^r«'rd"-'-% d-lare ther ndependence, Pownall, who had once defended tlie stamp
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act, urged their recognition
; and Conway, breaking throughus reserve, s.ud lu parliament: "It ht been provid tciemonstration that there is no other method of hav^" peaceWith them but acknowledging them to be, what the/ really

ates. Ihe house of commons seemed secretly to agree withhan. Tones began to vote against the ministry. ?!.o Jcretary of war, lord Barrington, said to the king/"Tl op n onthat the admnnstration is not equal to the tirnes prev^ilf evenamong those who are most dependent on the min ste^ Zmost attached to them • mv if ^..«.. -i

"'""sars ana

themselves " jJ N \?^' ^ ''''' ^'"''"^ *^'° ministers

TZZi' ' ''"^ convinced of the nnnous ten-dency of lu8 measures, and professed, but only nrofcssedTneaniest w.h to resign office. Lord Mansfield d p£^^^^^^^^^^ger of a war with both houses of the Bourbons.^ Til landedanstocracy were grown weary of the conflict of whicItlo co,tmuance promised only increasing taxation and a visible lo^^^^^^^^
national dignity and importance. So long as theirremaLdhope of recovering America, the minisfers were suZrie^for they alone would undertake its reduction. Tho desire toreplace them by statesmen more worthy of a great people imphed the consent to peace on the basis of AmTricanTndopen
dcnce. To that end all elements conspired

^^

On the second of July the president and Ecveral membersof congress met once more in Philadelphia. On the ninththe articles of confederation, engrossed on parchment weresigned b,. eight states. On the tenth, congress issued
'

cfr u

1 r fT ^'^'' "'^^"^ '^'"^ "*« ^^^«I^d<^ the glon^uscompact which was to unite the strength, wealth, and counclof the whole." North Carolina acceded on the twenty firlt

theTi" t? T'^-'T""' ^^^ ^-^^ demanl^d " ;the United States the regulation of trade and the ownership

of rjol1 V f ''°^'"' '^'' '''''' ^^ «^^ twenty-fifth

...„5, y^ ictJugLuaed as tiie
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common property of all the states, and held as a common re-source to discharge the debts contracted by congress for theexpenses of the war.
^^ «

^or ine

On the eighth of July the French fleet, consisting oftwelve ships of the line and three frigates, after a rough rov-age of nearly ninety days from Toulon, anchored in the bay ofDelaware ten days too late to intercept the inferior squadron
of Lord IIoM-e and its crowd of transports on their retreatfrom Philadelphia. The Count d'EsLng had persuaded
JVlarie Antoinette to propose the expedition, of which he became the admiral. On the eleventh, congress learned from
his letters that he was " ready to cooperate with the states inthe reduction of the British army and navy." This first invi-
tation to a concert of measures revealed that the American
people, for want of an organized government, could do no morethan empower Washington to call upon the six states north ofthe Delaware for aids of m'.litia, while its financial measurewas a popular loan to be raised throughout the country bv
volunteer collectors. "^ ^

D'Estaing followed his enemy to the North, and anchored
^^thm Sandy Hook, where he intercepted unsuspecting I3ri^
ish ships bound for New York. The fleet of Lord Howe wa.
imperfectly manned, but his fame attracted from merchant
vessel, and transports a full complement of volunteers. The
J^rencli fleet desired nevertheless to sail up the bay and offer
battle; but no pilots could be found to take its largest ships
through the channel.

^ ^

Since New York could not be reached, d'Estaing, igno-
rant of the secret agreement between France and Spain in-
dulged the dream of annexing British Newfoundland to the
American republic as a fourteenth state with representation in
congress. Washington proposed to employ the temporary supe-
riority at sea in the capture of Ehode Island and its garrison
of six thousand men. He had in advance summoned Ma'^sa-
chusetts Connecticut, and Rhode Island to send quotas of their
militia for the expedition. The council of war of Rhode Isl-

and, exceeding his requirement, called out one half of the
effective force of the state for twenty days from the first of
August, and ordered the remainder to be ready at a minute's
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™m,ng. 0„t of h,8 own feeble army he spared o„e brigadefrom Massacbnsetts and one from Rhode Island, of one IZsand each and they were followed by a furtber detachmentD rectmg Sulhvan who was placed over the district of Rhode
Island^ to throw the American troops into two diyisions he
sent Greene to command the one, and Wayette the other
Jonng Laurens served d'Estaing a. aid and intcT-reter. On
the twenty-mnth of Jnly, while Chnton was reporting to Ge^mam that he would probably be under the necessity of evacnft-ng New York and retiring to Halifax, the Fi^noh fleet, ,rith
thrty-flve hundred land troops on board, appeared off New-
port

;
and the British saw themselves forced to destroy tenTrmore armed sh.ps and galleys, can-ying two hundred and twelve

FraJce' "con'j
™ ''« P'*?*'"^ "* ^ =" '^' ^"'"-'o withi

1
ance. Congress, on Sunday the sixth of Augitst, with stud-ied ceremony gave its audience of reception to Conrad A ex-

lelfS':-^"^1 plenipotentiary, listened to ht^ .

"each out- oft1
" ^.'''T

^"^ ""^ U""^'' S'ates and foreach one of them, and « aclmowledged the handof aera-

Robert Livingston expressed the hope that congress, in treat-mg for peace, would insist on the independenl o CalSHudson^ bay, the Floridas, ,,„d all the continent.
^

h,d^l ' ';f*V'"/'^'"='' ^''''' '^'^'^ « whim of SullivanLts reh^o^^fitr^c/d^ *'1 "^

with lus troops from the side of Tiverton. Sca^^ly hTto
torced from England, was seen to anchor near Point Judith

ri'1 K™' f ''" °®'''""' "^"8 "''«"> were Suffren and

batt?e AVvrir-"'"'" *' »'!«* squadron in order ofbat le AVhile d'Estaing was bafHed in the attempt to force

:ttl'cd'-^T""'?;"'p'" " ^"™™^ -^ --'-^ -d
-^-tt..c<l „„.„ Scuts. TIio French ship Languedoc lost its
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nuldor and masts; tlio Apollo, to which tho British ad.uirul
luid Hhiftod his flag, could not kcop at soa.

Tho sa.no stonn Hooded Jlhodo Island witli rain, dama-c-d
tlio nnnnunitioii of tho American army, overturned their tents
and left thom no shelter oxcei)t trees and fences. Horses were'
killed, and oveii soldiers i)eriHhed. Tho rmtish troops, bcinir
quartered in the town, suffered less; and, on the return of f,ir
w(^vther, Pigot, but for his inertness, might have fallen uiH.n a
dofeneeless enemy.

Tho S(piadron of Lord Tlowo steered for Sandy HookD Kstamg three of whose shi])s had severally encountered
three Lnghsh ships, appeared on tho twentieth witln-n Bight of
Newport

;
but only to announce that ho was compelled to sail

for JJostoii for repairs and s.ii.plies. In general ordc.r.., Sulii-
van censured d'Estaing, and insinuated the inutility of Iho
French alliance; and then, under compulsion from Lafayette
in other general orders made reparation. Washington sent hi,,;
tmiely and incessant messages to withdraw from tho island •

yet ho persisted in raising on Ilonymaira Hill batteries wliich'
wore too remote to bo of u.e. The retreat, which was co...
ducted m tho presence of roguhu- troops superior in numbeiN
was delayed till the night of the twenty-eighth. Tho next day
tho Untish attemi)ted to get round tho American right wiii-r
and cut off every chance of escape. On that side, Greene, sup'
ported by young Laurens, changed tho defence into an attack
and drove tho enemy in disorder and with loss back to their
strong post on Quaker Hill. On the night following the thir-
tieth tho army of Sulliviui, evading its pursuers, escaped from
the island.

^

Clinton, with a reinforcement of four thousand men, landed
tno next day. He soon returned to New York, having accom-
plished nothing, except that a detachment under Grey set firo
to tho shipping in New Bedford, and then levied cattle and
money on the farmci-s of ]\[artlia's Vineyard. Lord Howe
gave up tho naval command to Admiral Byron, and was not
again eniployed in America. Washington, in August, as ho
came again ui)on White Plains, wrote to a friend in Virginia:
Alter two years' mana^uvring and the strangest vicissitudes,

both ai-mies arc brought back to tho very point they set out
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from, and tI,o ortomlh.g party „t tl.o Loginning i, ,,„„ reducedto to „„o of tU spado „„d piel<„.„ f„r defence. 11eSof I •ov.donco l„„ l,„e„ „„ conspicuous in ail tl.is tlm o ,r
|0

vo..e tlian an infidel that lacks faiti,, and n.oro t „ vi "dtl,at 1„« not Kratitudo to acknowlodgo 1 is oMi.atio
" '

o.™r T,.„„d,ull of Connoetient expressed ^Sf „ '

^L"«:.to,vl,e„ l,osa,d: "In th„ series of marvellous oL™, 1..""g tI,o present war I,o n.ust 1« blind who dot k t Zthe divnie ordorijig thereof."

On tho third of ()etol„r tho connnissioners f„r restorin-.l»aco to tho colonies addressed a farewell manifestrto heoon,,re., assond^lios, and other inhabitants of An S.»Itlpcn<,stenco .n separating from Great Dritain would "ZZ
11.0 whelo nature and future conduct of this war;" that "th^cxtren>es of war" should so distress the people nd desoh otho eoun rj as to make them of little avail to Fran e Colpr.^ ,.uhhshed tho paper in the gazettes to convince tho poolof the n,s,d,ous des,g„„ of the conn,„-ssi„ner,. In theS 'h

(Iclaiat.o
. Lor Ceorgo (lonnain insisted that the Ameri-c-» 1,, t o,r a lianco were bocon.o French, and si onldltreated as 1 rcnchn.eu. liurke pointed out that the "

dreadfulmeuace wa, pronounced against those who, conscious of rectude, stood „p to fight for frcedo.n and country." The co,.n,.s,oner Johnstone, who, in changing sides o„ the American
<l"e.s .on, had not ta,nod the fury of hi, man.,or, said "No

metnr TI T "?"""' "'"""' ' »'"'"''' "I'l'^ve of tho..cu^mo The proclan.ation certainly does mean a war of deso-

."h'th!, f!'" T'l T'"""
"'"•" ^•"''^™ -"-'''^d silentlyw.th t e f,- ends of A.nerica, who had with them tho inds-mont, though not tl.o vote, of the hou.,o. Three days tefrKockmgha,.. n, the house of lords denounced the "ai^d"mamfesto, and declared that "sineo the coming of OhrilTwar

.ad not been condnetcl on snch inh.nnan ide^." Lord SuXMk,.n reply, appealed to tho bench of bishops; on which
t e Inshop of Peterborough, tracing the r^sembfan'oe boUv ™
.0 prochunation and the acts of Kutler at Wyoming, added •

"There IS an article in tho eTtr„nr,l!„arip.. r-- -l - -
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Bcalping-kMiv(.H. (Jivat Hritiun (lof(MitH any hoiu, in ilic jUHtuoHs
of hor oaiiMo by inniiiM liko tlioMo to Hupport it."

Tho (lul)af,o closoil \vi>Il for Atiu'rloa, oxcopt that Lord SIiol-
Imnio was provokod into Haying that ho never would Herve
with any man who would consent to its indei)endeneo.

Tho Mritish army under Clinton eojdd only ravago and
deslroy by ntiddcMi expciditions. Toward tho end of Septem-
ber, Cornwallis led a foray into New Jeiwy; and Major-deri-
eral (Jroy witii a party of infantry, surprising IJaylor's light-
horse, used (he bayonet mercilessly against men that sued for
(puirter. A Imnd, led by (^aptain I'atriclc Ferguson in October
after destroying the shipping in Little lOgg Harbor, upreml
through the neighboring country to burn the houses and waste
tlio lands of tho patriots. On the night of the tifteonth they
surprised light infantry under J^ulaaki's command; and, cum-
bering themselves with no prisoners, killed all they could. Ji,

Novend.er a large party of hidians, with bands of torioH and
n^gulars, cmtered C^.erry valley by an unguarded ]mB, and, find-
ing the fort too strong to be taken, murdered and scalped more
than tlurty of the inhabitants, most of them womou and children.

Immediately after the general declaration of indopcndencc
tlio citizens of South (Molina, by connnon consent, intrusted
constituent powers to their rei)re3entativo8. In Jamuiry 1777,
a bill for a new constitiition wjia introduced. Tho senato wis
to be chosen by tho elector, in the several pariBhea ; the dis-
tributiou of the representation in tho general ai^scmbly Wius
Ictt unchanged. The bill wius i,rinted, and submitted for
cxanunation to the people for more than a year. The Icffiski-
turc,in March 1778, gave it their sanction; and it was then
l>rcsented to tho president for confirmation. Every ono ex-
poct^ed that in a few hours it would bo i)roclaimcd, when
iuitlodge, tho outgoing president, called the comicil and assem-
bly into the council chamber, and, after a fornud speech, gave
It a ncffativo, because it took from tho chief of tho executive
his veto power. The majority determined to vote no taxes
until tho veto should be reversed. After a throe days' adioum-
ment which was required by the rules before a rejected bill
could be again brought f.)rward, Rawlins Lowndes, the newly
elected president, gave his sanction to the ro-enacted bill
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The now conHtitntion mitrlit bn nUo-^wi i i . . .

-.-. n«v.o;::rr:'•;c:;:^r^r'"!:-

:l:lr•;^:J^;:;„;;:'^S;;^:'V'>^.^:'<.oeJL„,;::;

«,l„»,voiy „„ ov.,-y fn. white ma„ who, ],.;,•,« „ LTto
.«. a,.l f,-,«.hol, „,.,<„owlo,l,.„| 0„,I „,„! „ f^turo to ?

pr",«.rt,
, ,on I,olo,„-in,, to „.,„iotio„ „, ,, ,

,' ^ '

, ,^
»..y <-. ;|r reli, ,„„ ^ooioUc, w.„ »ooun»l to t , o !

|.au y. I ho i,oo,,Io worn to onjoy f„revcr tho ri,-ht of ,. oct
".!,' ll...,-ow„,,„„to™„rcl„rsy;

l-nt the „tato w.
'

, |
', t

».«,nty fo,. ,,,„ d„o ,|i„charK„ «f tho pastoral oil oo t tl^

'J ho coMKtitntion havinfr boon u]nnhul ^r. ^^

M-m'h ir^Q *^ • . V
'i"q>te(I on tho ninotcont i of

M f' n^""
^"t^^^lf'^ct on tho followiru. twenty-ninthof T^ove.nber, all resident froo n.ale persons in tho .H

ater tho ,„tontio„ of tho liritii to r«h.co .So, th Cartlina

-Iqur f o,n ho Htato, or for rotuming without por„,i,,,io„.''

„ll ,1 /: '
"'""'g"'J "lo c.ipcotation of comMiorin,r

1,0 „fcatc.B «,„«, of tho S„sq,.eha„nah. For th o ,1 f--h e,,,„„,„„dor-in-ehief at Now York was or,lor« o I.patch Wore Goto ,cr, if p„.,»ib,e, a thousand men to reinforce
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Peiisacola, and tliroo thouHand to take Savainiali. Two tliou-
fltind luoro wore dcvstinod m a roiiiforccmont to St. AuguHtinc.

'

'J'ho now policy waw inaugtinitcd hy romoiiHtranccs from
tho highest British oflieialH in Ainorica, and was followed hy
novof-onding CMnplaints. Lord (larlinlo and his jissociato cui.
niisflionera dopreeatod tho ])olioy of onfeohliug New York hy
dotachinents for distant services. " Under these appearances of
^yeakness," 8o they reported, "onr causo has visiMy declined "

Sir Henry (Clinton n^monstrated against being "a tnournful
witness of the debility" of his anny "ivdnced to a starved
defensive." Every detaclnnent for tho southern campaign waa
made with sullen reluctance; and his indirect criminations
oiTended tho unforgiving mim'ster.

Tho uso of paper money by tho Americans and its ever-ac-
colerated depreciation, and the want of a central government
revived tho hope of subjugating them. The United States
closed tho campaign of 1778 before autunm, for want of
money. Paper bills, emitted by congress on its pledge of tho
faith of each separate state, supported the war in its earliest
period. Their decline Wius luusteued by the disasters that befell
tho American armies. Their value was further imi)aired by
tho ignoble stratagem of tho British ministers, under whose
authority Lord Duumoro and others introduced into the circu-
lation of Yirginia and other states a large number of bills coun-
terfeited for tho purpose in England. In October 177(5, con-
gress, which possessed no independent resources and no powers
on which credit could be founded, opened loan ofHces in the
several st^ites, and authorized a lottery. In December it issued
live million doUara more in continental bills. In January 1777,
when they had sunk to one half of their pretended value, it

denounced every pei-son ,vho would not receive them at par aa
a public enemy, liable to forfeit whatever he offered for sale

;

and it requested tho state legislatures to declare them a lawful
tender. This Massachusetts had enacted a month before ; and
the example was followed throughout the union.

The loan offices exchanged United States paper money at
par for certificates of debt bearing six per cent interest. On
a hint from Arthur Lee, congress resolved to pay this interest
by drawing on its commissioners in Paris for coin, though the
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wortb six in paper. '
""° *^''"^^ "» ^•"'" wuh

III the middle of November I77<' i^r

>..ul .row,, „,.,„e„t l.„f„J ":, ', '.^r-'"'-"".
-v>"ch

but Imnl moTioy, „r..,«,„,.,l 1 7 '"leratmg „„ cuiToncy

el,osovon>I NowkTk 2 """""'"""" ^"""

i... to ,.„,,iio .Jm' a „2;i : r: r.;"
'"'™"""" '"'"

.f " a council ot w:r " ,2 ™, , °
'"'"",'' "'"''"• "'« ""'»

January 1777, it dWs^ T -f
'"" ''"'"«" ^" """ «>'.'•»

..<'l«'l/ "f l.apcr ,„„,,„v ; r ? ^'"""S ^"'" "'« mo-
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for the continental treasury five n^lli
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federation should liavo boon ratified. Massachusetts was rated
at eight hundred and twenty thousand dollars; Virginia, at
eight hundred; Pennsylvania, at six hundred and twenty
Connecticut, at six hundred ; Now York, rent and ravaged by
the war, at two hundred ; Delaware and Georgia, each at sixty.A general wish prevailed to respect the recommendation

; but
most of the states retained their quotas to reirabureo them-
selves for advances

; and, besides, they were all weighed down
by expenses and obligations of their own.

Shadowy hopes of foreign loans rose before congress. In
December 1777, in advance of treaties of commerce and alli-

ance, the American commissioners in France and Spain were
instructed to borrow two million pounds sterling, to bo repaid
in ten years; and, in February 1778, tlie commissioner for
Tuscany was charged to borrow half as much more. Yet tlio
grand duke of Tuscany would have no relations with the
United States

;
and no power was so ill disposed toward them

as the king of Spain.

To the American people congress wrote in May: "The
reasons that your money hath depreciated arc, because no taxes
have been imposed to carry on the war ; " but they did not as
yet venture to ask power to levy taxes. (>n obtaining the
king of France for their ally, they authorized drafts on^heir
commissioners in Paris for thirty-one and a half millions of
livres at five livres to the dollar, in payment of loan-office
certificates, leaving Franklin and his colleagues to meet the
bills of exchange as they could. Of continental bills, five
millions of dollars were issued in May, as many more in June,
and as many more in July. In August, congress devoted two
days in the week to the consideration of its finances, but with
no better result than to order five millions of dollars in paper
in the first week of September, i, d ten millions more in the
last. Certificates of the loan offices were used in great amounts
in payment of debts to the separate states, especially to Penn-
sylvania.

^

The legalized use of paper money spread its never-failing
blight. Trade became a game of hazard. Unscrupulous
debtors discharged contracts of long standing in bills worth
perhaps but a twentieth of their nominal value. The unwary
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ran in debt, while cunning creditors wnlfo.i f
.1.0 eo„.i,.„„t., bill, ,,.„„,/„e.;';:r;s,tiT™"'

""

-v..iei. was ««. iitrSCwirr; T'-r

pajmcnt of tl.c Brit1^1 o
^""""' " ^'"=«"' ^"^ «"'

...e. finance,. Tbe invTu;r:a:iXrb;\tr^:C

of mankind."
°^"'' "'"' '°™ '» become tbe refuge,

Jz^nr„::Serr

Loped protection fro,„ his o^Tn" '^Jr^^TV^J'

against Rhode I^Ld'tdCl:" "s1"'^"f'
^'"'^

Lovell of MaBaaehueetts voted Z;, ,

?"""' ,'^'*™' «"<•

Oerr^ and Holten; Shorm^ of Conn.^? T" "'""'^ •'^

lia vote was neut;aliJJ tfat of E. ? .^^r'' "' •"*

of a.c United State,, in propo io„ to r ' 1'"= ^"^^^
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twenty for one in silver
;
yet congress maintained " the cer-

tainty of their redemption," and resolved—Samuel Adams and
six others dissenting—" that any contrary report was false, and
derogatory to its honor." To make good the promise, tho

states were Invited to withdraw six millions of paper dollars

annually for eighteen years, beginning with tho year 1780.

The measure waa carried by Pennsylvania and the states north

of it, against the southern states.

Tho expenses of tho year 1778, so far as they were defrayed

by congress, amounted to sixty-two and a sixth millions in

paper money, besides more than eighty-four thousand dollars

in specie. Toward the expenses of tho coming year, nothing

further was done than to invite tho states to contribute fifteen

millions in paper, equal in specie to seven hundred thousand

dollars; but, as the payments depended on the good-will of

each separate state, very little of this moderate assessment

reached tho national treasury, and there was no resource but

in new emissions of notes and loan certificates.

Private reports from American refugees, seeking the favor

of the king of England, persuaded Germain that tho cause of

the United States would share the wreck of their finances ; but

he knew not how to conciliate provinces that were weary of

war, nor to measure the tenacity of the passive resistance of a

determined people, and he systematically sought to subdue
them by terror. The refugees, emboldened by the powerless-

ness of congress and embittered by its advice to the several

states to confiscate their property, thronged the antechamber
of the minister to fire his vengeful passions by their o^vn. In

New York there sprung up a double set of counsellors. Clin-

ton repressed the confidence of the secretary of state by faitli-

ful reports of the inadequacy of his army : on the other hand,

William Franklin, late governor of New Jersey, aiming at the

power and emoluments to be derived from an appointment as

the head of a separate organization of loyalists, proposed as no

diflicult task to reduce and retain one of the middle provinces

by lianging or exiling all its rebels, and coafiscating their estates

for the benefit of the friends to government. Wiser partisans

of Great Britain reprobated "the desire of continuing the war

for the sake of war," and foretold that, should " the mode of

i '[
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devastation ho adopted tlin frlot.^ia ^-p

the cause of indopendc.co
, but the g^at ^Tlt ZTo^bcr., wl„ worn then but about one i„ Lcnty-Hy, o Z TZ'

).ands t„o«„ oA-rjto; , ^ rri:^^^

..en a.o toW a ^L^of I^^./nSl-^ ';T i^lj
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thorn frcohoUs. By flatteri"!^ttf "."
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( .1 • ^ •'^
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:i:e:!:aiz=:rdi.^^^^^^^^^^^
advce to the. own i.toreCSrt^R.^

^

arg regnnon m which otHccraaud men, mcludinl ari v fivel^Klrcd deserter.W the An.eriean a™,, wc/eS^
Yet the British general lagged far behind the renuirements

:L'x:^t„zrofTrbr"TtT'"''^^'^^^
poo„,e fee, tUeir X^llrrii^ltertt^.. ttcolonies must soon sue to the mother Lntr/ ft ptdon »
Lu Chnton, obeying peremptory instructions, befo^'^^„ "ndof the year most reluctantly detached three tl ousld mlt.

te;j^:S-fm=-aEt

be expected of onfoirctm^'anc'ed 'aT I am ''• "
""'

'"' ""^'"''"^

efficfe^t'gretmonTtt^""™''
notwithstanding the want of

Samuel IdZ f,» •
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PIiiIadel]>I,ia
:
" I hope wo shall secure to the United StnfnCanada, Nova Scotia, Florida too, and the iis r^^^^

Great Untain cedes to us, or we wrest from her, wliat natu idesigns wo should have."
' ^^^^^

From Boston, d'Estaing, in the name of his kinn- ],,.summoned the Canadians to throw off British rule
; uSj^m December, exhorted -his children, tho savacrcs of Pnl

'

da," to ook upon the English as thJlr enemi f Thusrcouragcd, congress, without consulting a single milita v 1formed a plan for the " emancipation of Canat 'Mn 7Ca'ion w, h an army of France. One American detachment'from msburg was to capture Detroit; another frl Co-mmg, Isiagara; a third from the Mohawk river to selJowego
;
a fourth from Kew England, by way of dl Tv "

cja, to enter Montreal
; a fifth'to g^lard Zappro e^^WQuebec

;
while to France was assigned the office of !!]

Quebec and Halifa. Lafayette wolild w^m^^ ha e :^^^^^^^^^^influence at Versailles in favor of the enterprfse ba^Wington showed how far the part reserved JrfhTun'tedIf

"

went beyond their resourcesf
^^ ^^^^''

The 62)iritof independence erew in strono-t), t« i .

plant o sow and reap, withont fear. On the plautaUen^fTirgmia the abundant prodnets of labor were heaDodm. <
exportation along the banks of her naviJbkwZ x„ ai'New Eng and seed-time and harvest had^ot f^Id? and tSports of Massaehnsetts grew opnlent by eommeree.

ior want of a government, tliis boundless hope of a vonn.and resolute people eould have no support in org' nized fCa'The army, of wh.eh the head-quarte« were at Middlebrri

Z 'T^P/' '"l
"^^ ""'^^ «''-'» f°™ " lino of obttbon and deenee from the Coimecticnt shore of lon/lXndSound to the Delaware. For the eouvenience ofW ftefour regiment, of cavalry were distributed among th"from Connecticut to Vir-rin.-p ti,.> .

""""g i™ states

Valley Forge
;
they suffered extreme distress for want of food •

but, through importations from France, they were better cladthan ever before. Office,, in great numbe/were quitU^g he
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servico from absolute necosfllfv on,i *^ i

Binking into povertywS 2^' ''^'' ''"^'^^"^^ ""'^

coii^''t::ir;f e::f: r^^^^^°^^
^'^ -oveHn,tbeir

in their citizens divd",?^ ^o" T"' "^ '''' ^^^^^« ^^
effective means of strenrti on"l, ^^ T^''''

^""^^^^^^ »«

always be an appeaM^^^^ T'"' '""^' *''^^° ««»W

slumber, was ready to brcilr f„-i
."'"-™'^ " ""gl't seem to

The people never lost buot „f
/".°™"'^ °™" "^ """^er.

toJu raeri«ee« fo:«,eX ^Iff
"""' "^ ""• '"^"'""^"^

ci.iofe.ee„tCo:ef„;Tt
;::i;L:^'™„t"'™'''''^

Btatcs it was left to enforce tl.e ^ , i ?
""' "'P'"''"^

provisions; to sanetion «rsei.treTf "f "^
."'^ "''""^ "^

array at establisbed prices -to fLt,^", '!'"' ""^ *<" "«
."Pport, their quotas^nC "™f;:!/ et't

"^^
*^

-onue, so far as its coUeeL was not vdunt ^ ^"SState government was dearor tr. i^. •
i i •/

^"|""^ary. jj,ach

government; the oZZZ^Z^^e'T '"'T
"" ^'^"'

competent. The former w^ n" iHed bv thT
"'^ """ '"

attachments of generations • tb„T» i 7 "•Tories and

the past, no tJtiontno ^ht t^ it " T."""""
^'"''

].owcr which they evereised
1" f^ f "" ^'"' ''"*"' '«<•

faith, to establish oXtold^™:'" *''.»^ *» P'odge and keep

«I)right and learned col! T^' •""'""' *™-8'' "W" ""d

ifll that is de™ in so^^i 1" ."•'r'^'
™' P^I^^^

were only propositions a„T pr m es T 'oltr
"' ""»""''

where representorl h.r «• -i
^ !^"^^^®^- -^"^ states were every-

had no m"tcs lo ^If''^ " *'"'' """""y
'
-"g"'-

The tendency of th„ ',
'''''™"™ "S^"*' »' "« "wn.

Mplcssness-Vthlt „r/ ?"^^™™™' ^™ 'owanl ntter

conL of polifc Jl"l
*""

'"'f
'»-•- •>•>' from the natnral

separatism ere' with '''"°' '^^ 'P'"' ""'' ""^ ''^W' «*

stLs de"cif:7rirv:^rLetiti^a":ri^"f
^emg; at the end nf ly're

^^« i-auea a people" mto

^^ stat:"tf„i[;^:art:.^%T;'''^"'''" -^ '"^
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United States" began to give place to that of "the Confed
crated States," even before tlie phrase could pretend to histone vahdity. The attempt to form regiments direct]-, bv thp
United States completely failed; and each state maintained it^^
separate line. There were thirteen distinct sovereignties and
thirteen armies, with scare \y a symbol of national unity excentm tne highest offices.

"^ ^'^

From the heiglit of his position, Washington was tlie first
keenly to feel and clearly to declare that efficient power must
be mlused into the general government. To Benjamin Har
rison, the president of the house of burgesses of Virginia he'wrote from the camp in December 1778 :

" The states sena
rately are too much engaged in their local concerns, and have
too many of their ablest men withdrawn from the general
council for the good of the common weal. Our political svstem may be compared to the mechanism of a clock, and we
should derive a lesson from it ; for it answers no good purpose
to keep the smaller wheels in order if the greater one, which
13 the support and prime mover of the whole, is neglected
11 the great whole is mismanaged, the states individnallv
must sink m the general wreck ; in effecting so great a revolu-
tion, the greatest abihties anu the most honest men our Ameii-
can world affords ought to be employed." He saw " America
on the brink of" destmction ; her "common interests, if aremedy were not soon to be applied, mouldering and sinking
mto irretr^vable ruin." "Where," said he, "are JVIasou!
Wythe, Jeffer jon, Nicholas, Pendleton, Nelson, and another I
could nn'no?" He pleaded for "the momentous concerns of
an empire," for "the great business of a nation." "The
states, separately," such were his words, "are too much en
gaged in their local concerns ;

" and he never ceased his efforts
by conversation and correspondence, to train the statesmen of
Amenca, especially of his beloved native commonwealth, to
the work of constnicting the real union of the states.

I
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CHAPTER XX.
THE Kmo OK SPAH, B.KP.ED BT THE BA0KWOOD3MEK OP

viiiaraiA.

1778-1779.

ficit™ Sd^incS' ^eo'^r'f.
'*' " '"^ ='-"'" -J-

from a war'^w^ITrSfC' 1 »'".™""' ""'' *°™ "">

old colonial system ^ *" "^'™"ble ruin of the

America, and all the land we t of ' Ihl M- "•
""'"' "^

Louisiana, it could We no sTIlf
M™PPi and all

«on. The remotenerort TLttrn Ifp t''?-^more weakened its supremanv wl,i^i ,
^'^'''° "'"

session of political rights, or inbred lova^tv
'

TI ^ ^^''

between rulers and mled w^ ono n7f ^ connection

were natives of Snain • Lt;ii I ,
' ""'"""^ "•">
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eemi-barbarous nations who formed the hulk of the population was not somewhere heard. The restraints on commerce"provoked murmurs and frauds.

Moreover, all the world wa^ becoming impatient that solarge a portion of the globe should be monopolized by a decrepit dynasty. The Dutch and the British and the Frenl'sought opportunities of illicit trade. The British cut doZ
forest-trees, useful in the workshop and the dye-house Z
carried them off as unappropriated products of naLe '

^

To these dangers Charles III. had added another by mak-ing war to the death on the so called company of Jesus Ofhe prelates of Spain, seven archbishops^nd twen^
bishops, two thrds of them all approved the exile oftorder from his dominions, and recommended its total dissolu

reform. With their concurrence, and the support of Franceand Portugal, he extorted the assent of the pope to the a^htion of the order. On the second of April 1767, at one andthe same hour m Spain, in the north and south of Afric^m Asia, m America, in all the islands of the monarchy, the
royal decree was opened by officials of the crown, enjoiningthem immediately to take possession of its houses, to chase itsmembers from their convents, and within twenty-four hours
to transport them as prisoners to some appointed harbor. InSpain the Jesuit priests, without regard to their birth, educa-
tion, or age, were sent on board ships to land where they couldThe commands ^v^re executed less perfectly in Me>dco and
California, and still less so along the South Pacific coast andthe waters of the La Plata.

But the power of Spain in America had rested in a great
measure on the unwearied activity of the Jesuits as mission-
aries and teachers and organizers of the native population.
Their banishment weakened her authority over Spanish emi-
grants, and confused the minds of the rude progeny of the
aborigines. In Paraguay, where Spanish supremacy had rest-
ed alone on Jesuits who had held in their hands all the attri-
butes of Caesar and pope, of state and church, the revolutionmade a fracture that never could be healed. The indepen-
dence of the United States threatened a very real danger in
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all the boundless vice-royalties of Spain. As they had beenwon by adventurona leader, so a priest, an aborijna lieradescendant of an Inea, might waken any of themVdefJ^

L

Spamsh rnle. Jesuits might iind shelter among thetrneophytes and reappear as the guides of rebellion. One of tWorder has written : " Whpn Snn,-„ ^^ ..
^

away from the cobnies tt brTl
"j™ f^^Sf'-^"' '-borers

the New World Iho T ?^ "'<'«Pendenee agitated

theOldT'* '
^'""'''^ it to detach itself from

The United States did not merely threaten to hold the leftbank of the M,ss,ssippi
; but, as epidemic disease leaps mvsterously over mountains and acros., ocea.>s, spore ofTltnt"m.gl.t be unaccountably borne to the ma^y-tongnedTCle

of South Amenca. Alluring promises of weakening BriWncould soothe Florida Blanea no more • and from fhfT
when the court of France r^olved to t^at̂ VrAm^lT
his prophetic fears were never allayed

^"-meneans,

Early in the year 1778 Juan de Miralez, a Spanish emissary appeared in Philadelphia. Not accreditedTc„nZTfor Spam would not recognise that body, he looked upouTensmg repubhc as a natunU enemy to his country ; and Zulthe French mm.ster, with whom he had as ye[ no authorizSonnection, he sought to r^ up obstaeJto its p ^e^He came as a spy and an intriguer; nevertheless, congrC^S

oTaSni;:^™^' ''"'--^ '"" - the'repSt:^:::

Count Montmorin, the French ambassador at Madrid hadn h,s chddhood been a playmate of the king of Franrwh^fr.endsl„p he retained. As a man of honor, he desM trd-lfa.rly w,a the United States, and he watched with iTpa^i^''he polmcs of the Spanish court. On learning frorWm thi

E;Sr""• "" 1 •''""'=" *" ^"PP"'' thfUnited stes

and of 'ter*^
* \^ *" '^'"^"^ contraband trade,

amole „f7T ^"'"•'«"='"»™'^. he ™ appalled at the example of the Americans as imu,^nf., and the colossal greal

I «

I,

I
•i ,

!

i

'

f

']

' l''J'
1

; 1 .

1 ; ' ^Sf '''"-''

1 j
,

' f|»'Xi

i:f* Mlp

"

J •|r,,i:iP'

u\l
'

'

V
i j

1
*' *'

'1 /'
'

' 1 1-
^'

|f|j
! i 1

i'

'' '

:;
• iiA t 1 ,

;
^ r 'W'

1
'

-j

'('.

1 i

t 1

.

. ft

; i
' t

'

'i'

'
«

"

',> '

ili I
1

j
.

''^

j

^

-

j

,

'

,\

j

ilfl 1
i III



- i

: I

!^

mm

1

1

802 AMERICA m ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE. EP. IV.
; OH. XX.

neas which their independence foretold. With these apnrehen,,ons he coinbined a subtle jealousy of the good faith „^the French, who, as a colonial power, were reduced to thelowest ranic among the nations of western Europe, and whocould recover the.r share in commerce only through the ruinof colonial monopoly. " ""-"""

When, in April, the French ambassador pressed FloridaBlanca to declare at what epoch Spain would engage in thewar, the mnuster, beside himself with passion, exclaimed: "Iw 11 take the opm.on of the king. Since April of last yearFrance has gone counter to our advice. The king of Spainseems to be looked upon as a viceroy, to whom you put onestmns as .f for his opinion, and then send orders. The Amercan deputies are treated like the Roman consuls, to whom thikmgs of the E^t c,ame to beg support. The announcemrnt
your treaty w.th them is worthy of Don Quixote." The firstwish of Spam w.as to prevent the self^jxistence of the UnitedStates and, as mediator, to dictate the terms of their accoramodation with their mother country; if this was no Tg™
possible, she hoped to be able to concert in advance with Eng-and how .„ the negotiation for peace, to narrow their doinafnand erect barriers against their ambition. Ko sooner IdLonis XYI and his council resolved to brave England than«.ey made it their paramount object to reconcile tfe Span^^kmg to their measures. His need of protection, his 4peetfor the elder branch of his family, and some remnants otlZcor against Enghand, concurred to bind him to the alliance withFrance. Moreover, Florida Blanca, who from the driZ^
of a provmcial attoi-ney had risen to be the chief minister of

time and m history, and was therefore willing to join Fiunce
in the war, if he couM but secure Spain a^instL VnZ
States. Avoiding an immediate choice between peace and war,he demanded the postponement of active hostilities in Euro^

fort^ !T '™ unprepared. The French were readytor action
;
yet tliey consented to w.ait for Spain

nJ^T"^" f!" '"'""S* "* "'o ^<^^ »' Brest, a British
fleet of twenty ships of the line put to sea nndei Admiral
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an alliance lie returned a more formal offer of mediation ^-^

tween the two belligerents, with the avowal that the kin^^ofSpam would be forced to choose his part if the war should ho
continued.

Weymouth, in October, warning Spain of the fatal conse-
quence to the Spanish monarchy of the independence of the
United States, put the proposal aside. Yet Florida Blanca
contmued to fill the courts of Europe with the declaration thatSpam would never r.-e...de England in recognising the sepa-
rate existence of her c ' v.jes.

In this state of the relations between the three great powers
congress, tired of the dissensions of rival commissioners, on
the fourteenth of September, with the cordial approval of John
Adams, abolished the joint commission and appointed Frankhn
their minister plenipotentiary at the court of France. In him
the mterests of the United States obtained a serene and wake-
ful guardian, who penetrated the wiles of the Spanish govern-
ment and knew how to unite fidelity to the French alliance
witJi timely vmdication of the rights of America.

"I observe with pain," so reported Count Montmorin in
October, and so he was obliged continually to report of the
younger branch of the house of Bourbon, " that this govern
ment singularly fears the prosperity and progress of the Amer-
icans

;
and will be much inclined to stipulate for such a form

ot mdependence as may leave divisions between England and
her colonies/' To this end Florida Blanca wished England to
retain Canada and Nova Scotia, that they might prove a peren-
nial source of quarrels between the British and the AmericansUn our side," wrote Yergennes simultaneously, "there will
be no difficulty in guaranteeing to England Canada and aU
other American possessions which may remain to her at the
peace. The king has recognised the thirteen provinces as
free and independent states; for them we ask independence,
but witliout comprehending other English possessions. We
are very far from desiring that the nascent republic should
remain the exclusive mistress of all that immense conti-
nent."

The French minister at Philadelphia zealously urged mem-
bers of congress to renounce every ambition for an increase cf I
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time he frankly avowed that France must undertake the inva-
sion of Great Britain alone

; even the junction of the fleets to
protect the landing must be of short duration.

Early in February 1779, Lafayette, after a short winter
passage from Boston to Brest, rejoined his family and friends,
llis departure for America in the preceding year, against the
command of his king, was atoned for by a week's exile to
Paris, and confinement to the house of his father-in-law. The
king then received him at Versailles with a gentle reprimand •

the queen addressed him with eager curiosity : " Tell us good
news of our dear repubhcans, of our beloved Americans."
His fame, his popularity, the influence of his rank, were all

employed in behalf of the United States. Accustomed to
see great interests sustained by small means, he grudged the
prodigality which expended on a single festival at court as
much as would have equipped the American army. "To
clothe it," said Maurepas, "he would be glad to strip Ver-
sailles." He found a ministry neglecting the main question
of American independence, and half unconscious of being at
war. Public opinion in France had veered about, and every-
body clamored for peace, which was to be hastened by the
active alliance with Spain.

^

All the while the Spanish government, in its intercouree
with England, sedulously continued its offers of mediation.
Lest its ambassador at London should betray the secret, he was
kept in the dark. Lord Grantham, the British ambassador at
Madrid, was completely hoodwinked ; and wrote home in Janu-
ary 1779

:
" I really believe this court is sincere in wishing to

bring about a pacification." At the end of March the king of
England still confided in the neutrality of Spain. Acting from
her own interests alone, Spain evaded the question of Ameri-
can independence, and offered England her mediation ou the
basis of a truce of twenty-five or thirty years, to be granted by
the king of England with the concurrence of Spain and France.
This offer called forth the most earnest expostulations of Ver-
gennes, till Lord Weymouth put it aside ; for he held that, if

independence was to be conceded to the new states, it must be
conceded "directly to congress, that it might be made the
basis of all the advantages to Great Britain which so desirable
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sessions." « Afi woll acknowk'tlnjo their indepeiulenco as accord
them assistance," henjaii Moiituiorin

; but the minister cut Iiim
short, sayinor

:
" Nothing will como of your insisting on this

article."

Now that no more was to be gained, Florida Jilanca made
a draft of a convention, and suddenly presented it to ]\[ont-
morin. A few verbal corrections were agreed upon, and on
tlie evening of the twelfth of April the treaty was signed.

By its terms. Franco bound herself to undertake^tljo inva-
sion of (iroat Britain or Ireland ; if she could drive the Britisl,
froni Newfoundland, its fisheries were to bo shared only with
Spain. For trilling benefits to bo acquired for herself, slio

]iromised to use every effort to recover for S])ain Minorca
Pensacola and Mobile, the bay of Honduras and the coast of
Campeachy; and the two courts bound themselves not to grant
l)eace, nor truce, nor sus])ension of hostilities, until Gibraltar
should be restored.

This convention of Franco with Sjxiin modified the treaty
between Franco and America. The Americans were not bound
to continue the war till Gibraltar should be taken ; still less, till

Sj)ain should have carried out a policy hostile to their inter-
ests. They gained the right to make peace whenever Great
Britain would recognise their independence.

The Mississippi river is the guardian and the pled<re of
the union of the states of America. Had they been confined
to the eastern slope of the Alleghanies, there would have been
no geographical unity between them, and the thread of connec-
tion between states that merely fringed tlie Atlantic must soon
have been sundered. The father of rivers gathers his watei-s
from all the clouds that break between the Alleo-hanies and
the farthest ranges of the Rocky IMountains. The ridges of
the eastern chain bow their heads at the North and at tlie
South; 80 that, long before science became the eompanVn of
man, nature heraelf pointed out to the bari)arous races that
short portages join his tributary rivers to those of the Atlantic
coast. At the other side, his mightiest arm intcriocks with
arms of the Oregon and the Colorado, and marshals lii-rli-

ways to the Pacific. As from the remotest springs he bclrs
many watei-s to the bosom of the ocean, the myriads of fiao^
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As Clark on his return descended tlie Ohio, lie brooded over
the conquest of the land to the north of the river. In the snni-

iner of 1777 ho sent two young hunters to reconnoitre tlio

French villages in Illinois and on the Wabash.
In tho latter jmrt of 1777 Clark took leave of tho woods-

men of Kentucky and departed for tho East. To a few at

"Williamsburg, of whom no ono showed more persistent zeal

than (leorge Mason and Thomas Jefferson, ho proposed a se-

cret expedition to the Illinois. Patrick Henry, the governor,
made tho plan his own ; and, at his instance, tho houso of dele-

gates, by a vote of which " few knew the intent," empowered
him to aid "any expedition against their western enemies."
On tlie second of January 1778, Clark received from the gov-

emor and council a supply of Dioney, liberty to levy troops iu

any county of Virginia, and written and verbal instructions,

clothing him with large discretionary authority to attack tlic

British dominion on the Illinois and the Wabash. IIasteniii<^

to the frontier, ho established recruiting parties from the head
of the Ohio to the Ilolston. At Redstone-old-fort, with the

cordial aid of Hand, its commander, he collected boats, lio-ht

artillery, and ammunition. It was probably there that be met
with Captain WilliaMi Ilarrod and his company.* There, too

he Avas overtaken by Captain Leonard Helm of Fauquier, aud
by Captain Joseph Bowman of Frederic, each with less than
half a company. These and the adventurers of his own enlist-

ment, together only one hundred and fifty men, but all of a

hardy race, self-relying, and trusting in one another, he was now
to lead near a thousand miles from their former homes against

a people who exceeded them in number and were aided by
merciless tribes of savage allies. At Fort Kanawha, in May,
they were reinforced by Captain O'llara and his company.
On the day of an eclipsa of the sun they glided over the falls

of tho Ohio, below which they were " joined by a few Ken-
tuckians " under John Montgomery. On the twenty-sixth of

June, Clark and his companions, Virginians in the service of

Virginia, set off from the falls, and, with oars double-manned,
proceeded night and day on their ever-memorable enterprise.

From Detroit, Hamilton, the lieutenant-governor, sent

* MS. mcmoraudum of L. C. Diaper.
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of the state of affairs, wc-nt into the church and took the oath ofallegiance to the United States. TI« transition from the eondf

state made them new men. Planning the acquisition of U ow)u,Ie north-west, they sent to the Indians on the Wabash fi1bets: awhiteonefortheFreneh; a red one for the Span ardsbine one for Amenea
;
and for the Indian tribes a green one a^Loffer of peace, and one of the color of blood if theypSdwar, w.th tinsmes^ :

" The king of Fmnce is come to Me Wodesire you to leave a very wide path for us to pass through voircountry to Detroit, for we are many in numL and we ,„iZ

T? I'r "T "V^-.yo-g people with our Zl^fTo dispossess the Americans of the Illinois country andVineennes on the seventh of October Lieutenant-GoXmor
Hamilton left Detroit, with regnla« and volunteers and f

W

Wred and fifty warriors pickrf by their cM f o'u "of h^teen different nations. On the seventeenth of December hetook possession of Fort Vineennes without opposition Td1inhabitants of the to™ retui^ed to theirZb I'nl hBritish king After this exploit he contented hims^f „

slZ '"; .'"^ ""' P"«^»
'

''"* »» announced to theSpanish governor his purpose early in the spring to recove

mh.J- ^P^"'* "^"""^ ''""Id ^"^ an asylum torebels m arms against their lawful sovereign, he would nvadeHieir territory and seize the fugitives

st.n?'""""'T '"^*«*'i«a' in ^ 080 of Indians, lie gave^dmg rewards for scalps, but offered none for priSl
S^Tmer "''*'"' "' ''"^™ "^^ *'^"« voluntee'^Tprd
neither men nor women nor children. In the comine vem he

from «' '^-r
'"'^ " !'""""« "^ «>e different'nJon'

N tTon shonid
" .''"l^''-^^- '» *» Huroi. and Fiv

thflT: t!i ^7 '" '^ ^'T'editions against Vir^nia; whilethe lake Indians from Mackinaw, in conjunction'with whitemen agreed to destroy the few n^bels in Illinois. He sen

and to intercept any boats that might venture up that rive

^uc "dl V •*' ""t ^^ "^^^ "'"'''^ ^- "«% ^reduce all Virginia west of the mouniains.
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moon was new, and in the darkness Clark threw np an in
trenchment witliin rifle-shot of the fort. Under this protection
the riflemen silenced two pieces of cannon, and, before the
close of the twenty-fourth, Hamilton and his garrison surreu-
dered as prisoners of war.

^

A large supply of goods for the British force was on
Its way from Detroit. Sixty men, despatched by Clark iu
boats well mounted with swivels, surprised the convoy forty
leagues up the river, and made a prize of the whole, taking
forty prisoners. The joy of the men of the North-west was
completed by the return of their messenger from Yiro-inia
biinging from the house of assembly its votes of Octobe? and
J>fovember 1 TT8 establishing the county of Illinois, and " think-
ing Colonel Clark and the brave officers and men under hiscommand for their extraordinary resolution and perseverance
and for the important services which they had thereby rendered
their country."

Since the time of that vote they had undertaken a far more
hazardous enterprise, and had obtained permanent "possession
of all the important posts and settlements on the Illinois and
Wabash, rescued the inhabitants from British dominion, and
established civil goveniment" in its republican form.

The conspiracy of the Indians embraced those of the South
Early m the year 1770, Cherokees and warriors from everv
hostile tribe south of the Ohio, to the number of a thousand
assembled at Chickamauga. To restrain their ravages, which
had extended from Georgia to Pennsylvania, the governments
of mnh Carolina and Virginia appointed Evan Shelby tocommand about a thousand men, called into service chifly
from the settlers beyond the mountains. To these M^ere added
a regiment of twelve-months men that had been enlisted for
the remlorcement of Clark in Illinois. Their supplies and
means of transportation were due to the unwearied and unsel-
fish exertions of Isaac Shelby. In the middle of April, em-
barking in pirogues and canoes at the mouth of Big Creek
they descended the river so rapidly as to surprise the savages,'
who fled to the hills and forests. They were pursued, and
some of their warriors fell ; their towns were burnt, their fields
laid waste, and their cattle driven away.



EP. IV. ; on. XX.
1779. SPAm AND THE BACKWOODSMEN.

815
For the rest of the year 3779 the western settlements enjoyed peace; and tlie continuous flow of cmi^rnt n^fl T

tlie mountains to Kentucky and XT f
"^'g^^tion through

^ XT , ,

-ivciiiucKy ana tiie country on the HolsfnT.
so sti-engthened tlipm tlmf +k^, "^ -rioiston

fo uiiLu inem, tiiat they were never again in danger ofbe ng broken up by any alliance of the savages with tSuK^li. The prowess of the people west of the Alleghanies whertnegro slavery had not yet been introduced and cC ma^^
'^

;^^t"sSrrL^^^^^^^^^^
iv..,i r.f 1

\^^'^^''\ ^^ tJ"« jear James Robertson with -i

divortirf!rtbufrv •!?
"^ ^^o^of darkhad boon

luiiiiy i^eiroit. Lut Jefferson, then frovcrnor of V;rn.,-r.;

«.i., minutes; Lt^tltCl^

aovoral pa,.t,es, who almost at tLo same mom™" mad ,,„r
United Str°"7 *r "" '""*' '""^'"'J 'i^ - ot tCUn,ted States and m thoir namo took possession of tbo coun

:Mil.

!
.'

;JI:H
I IJ

! H:



31G AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, ep. iv.
; en. xx.

were excepted all public officers of the crown of Great Britain
The property of British officers and non-residents ^as con^
fiscated, and all the eastern side of the river was cleared of
loyalists.

From Pittsburg and Kaskaskia to the Spanish boundary of
Florida the United States in 1779 were alone in possession of
the Ohio and the left bank of the Mississippi. Could Charles
III. of Spain stop the onwai-d wave of the backwoodsmen?
The legislature of Virginia put on record that "Colonel
George Rogers Clai-k planned and executed the reduction of
the British posts between the Ohio and Mississippi," and it

granted "two hundred acres of land to every soldier in his
corps." "The expedition," wrote Jefferson, "will have an
important bearing ultimately in establishing our north-western
boundary."

' i'.i
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Congress uever liad any power ; now its authority waa ex-
hausted, and it could do nothing but appeal to the states.
Tardily in March it voted that the infantry should con^
sist of eighty battalions, of which eleven were assigned to
Pennsylvania, as many to Virginia, and fifteen to Massachu-
setts. No state furnished its whole quota; Massachusetts
more nearly than any other. In addition to the congressional
bounty, New Jersey paid two hundred and fifty dollars to each
of her recruits. Often in Massachusetts, sometimes in Vh-
ginia, levies were raised by draft.

Four years of hard service and of reflection had ripened in
Washington the conviction of the need of a truly efficient gen-
eral government. To James Warren, speaker of the house
of representatives of Massachusetts, he made appeals for the
subordination of every selfish interest to the good of what he
called "our common country, America;" " our noble cause
the cause of mankind." To the men of Yirginia he addressed
himself more freely. To' one of them he wrote : " Ou: af-
fairs are come to a crisis ; unanimity, disinterestedness, and
perseverance in our national duty are the only means to avoid
misfortunes." Before the end of March, in a letter " sent bv
a private hand," he drew the earnest thoughts of George
Mason to the ruin that was coming upon the country from
personal selfishness and provincial separatism: «I have seen
without despondency, even for a moment, the hours whicli
America has styled her gloomy ones; but I have beheld no
day, smce the commencement of hostilities, that I have thought
her liberties in such eminent danger as at present. Friends
and foes seem now to combine to pull down the goodly fabric
we have been raising at the expense of so much time, blood,
and treasure. Indeed, we seem to be verging so fast to de-
struction that I am filled with sensations to which I have been
a stranger till within these three months. I cannot refrain
lamenting m the most poignant terms, the fatal policy, too
prevalent in most of the states, of employing their ablest men
at home m posts of honor and profit till the great national in-
terest is fixed upon a solid basis." He repeated the illustra-
tion which he had already used with Harrison, showing how
completely he had thought out the proper relations of the union
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have derived from Lim, but I shall do it in my letters as occa-
sions shall present themselves. I will now say only that I have
formed as high an opinion of the powers of his mind, his mod-
eration, his patriotism, and his virtues, as I had before from
common report conceived of his military talents and of the
incalculable services he has rendered to his country." *

At this time, while congress was lulling itself into the
belief that hostilities were near their end, the special treaty be-
tween France and Spain was exposing America to new dangers.
For Spain as well as for France the French envoy to the
United States conducted with congress a negotiation on the
ultimate terms upon which the United States would be ready
to make peace, and was specially commanded to mould theui
into a form acceptable to Spain. So long as France stood alone
Yergennes had been willing that the United States should
treat with Great Britain on the basis of a simple recognition
of American independence

; but after tlie understanding with
Spain he required America " to declare distinctly and roundly
that it will listen to no proposition unless it has for its base
peace with France as well ;

" and, on the report of an able
committee, among whom were Samuel Adams and Jay, cc-
gress, on the fourteenth of January 1779,' resolved unanimously
" that as neither France nor these United States may of right,
BO they will not, conclude either truce or peace with tlie com-
mon enemy without the formal consent of their ally first

obtained."

This point having been gained, the envoy of France held
up to America the desire to include Spain in a triple alliance
against Great Britain, and for that end to induce the United
States to shape their conditions of peace with Great Britain in

accordance with the wishes of the French and Spanish mon-
archs. The conditions on which it was difficult to agree re-

lated to boundaries and to the fisheries. For Massachusetts the
fisheries had been the great and peculiar source of wealth in

return for small outlays of capital, and to put this industry at

hazard seemed to that state like perilling its prosperity.
With regard to the fisheries no uniform rule had as yet

been so settled by public law as to control treaties. By the

* Gerard to Vergcnnes, 4 May 1779; Sparks'a Washington, vi., 241, note.
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was foreign to tbo principles of the American allianco with
France, and of the Rvstom of union between France and Spain
as well as inconsistent with the interests of the latter power •

and he formally declared " that his king would not prolong
the war one single day to secure to the United States the pos-
sessions which they coveted."

" Besides, the extent of their territory rendered already a
good administration difficult ; so enormous an increase would
cause their immense empire to crumble under its own weight."
Gerard terminated his very long conversation by declaring tlie

strongest desire " that the United States might never be more
than thirteen."

On the fifteenth of February, Gerard in a private audience
represented to congress that the price which Spain put upon
her friendship was Pensacola and the exclusive navio-ation of

the Mississippi ; if her wishes were not complied with, there

was danger that Spain and England might make common
cause against America.

Two days after this private interview congress referred the

subject of the terms of peace to a special committee of five,

composed of Gouverneur Morris of New York, Burke of

North Carolina, Witherspoon of New Jersey, Samuel Adams
of Massachusetts, and Smith of Virginia.

On the twenty-third the committee reported their opinion

that the king of Spain was disposed to enter into an alliance

with the United States, and that consequently independence
must be finally acknowledged by Great Britain. This being

effected, they proposed as their ultimatum that their territory

should extend from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, from the

Floridas to Canada and Nova Scotia ; that the right of fishing

and curing fish on the banks and coasts of Newfoundland
should belong equally to the United States, France, and Great

Britain ; and that the navigation of the Mississippi should be

free to the United States down to their southern boundary,

with the benefit of a free port below in the Spanish dominions.

Congress, in committee of the whole, on the nineteenth of

March agreed substantially to the report on boundaries, yet

with an option to adopt westward from Lake Ontario the

parallel of the forty-fifth degree of latitude. It was readily
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agreed by ten states againet Pennsylvania, New Hampshire andCunnecfeut being d vided, tl.at the right to navig-i the£
ss pp. need not hnd a plaee in the treaty of peai with gZBntam, for aeeording to the American interltion, Gi^at Britam wa. not to po^oss any territory on the Mississippi from itesource to its mouth. ^^

The right to the fisheries was long nnder discussion. Tho
firs dec.s,on w^ a merely negative vote that tho eommon rightthe Umted States to fish on the coasts, bays, andSof Nova Scofa, the banks of Newfoundland and oTlf o!tLawrence, tho straits of Labrador and Celle-Isle, should in nocase be given up.

' "

By the efforts of Gerry, who was irom Marblehead, Eieh-ard Icnry Lee was able to bring up the subject anew; ^d
t n th? ri:htTfit"'

"" T"'"' "' ^'='"-' '- P" '-
'

that tho ngh of fishmg on the coasts and banks of NoithAmenca shon d be reserved to tho United States as fullyl.thy enjoyed the same when subject to Gr^at Britain. Thl™ St, ute pr^vaded by tI,o vote of Pennsylvania and Delaw^
with the four New England states.

But the state of New York (rniV]<%<i k„ t„ i ^
Mo™, altogether refu3ed^:1rtt'thtt•^^^of;^^^^^^^^
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'''" "^^"^"^ ^">""»° rf tl«= UnitedStates, the demngement of their finances, and the defect oftheir resources," moved that the acknowledgment of indeln

denee should be the sole condition of peace.^ The motaCdec ared to be out of oMer by the votes of tho fonrTw En?land States, New Jei^ey, and Pennsylvania, aga nst fhenn^Tmo"3 delegations of New York, Maryland, and^Nor h cirora •

~h^Ie^ Delaware, Virginia, and South Carolina were e^tly'

seventh lZ°^
"'"'"" '"'''™'=d! ^"d. on the twenty-seventh of May, congress went back to its first resolve "thatby no taty of peace should the eommon right oftSng he

Pion^rf tt a'"^
°* "^""^' ^'"^ ^'"'" ^PP^"-^ « 'he cham-pion of the American nght to the fisheries on banks or coastsas exercised durmg their pohtieal connection with GritS
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ain. IIo was in part Bupportcd by Sherman ; but Xcw Tlamp-
Bbire, ;Mafl8acliusctt8, and lihodo Island were left hy Connect!,
cut, and, though rcnnfiylvania canio to their aid, the "GalHcau
party," by a vote of seven states against the four, set aside the
main question.

The necessity of appeals to France for aid promoted obse-
quiousness to its wishes. On the fifteenth of June 1779, con-
gross solicited su])plie3 from its ally to the value of nearly
three millions of dollars, to bo paid for, with interest, after the
peace.

Four days later, Gerry, evading a breach of the i-ules of
congress by a change in form, moved resolutions that the
United States have a common right with the English to the
fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland, and the other fishing-

banks and seas of North America. A most stormy and acri-

monious debate ensued. The friends of France resisted the
resolutions as sure to alienate Spain, and contrary to the gen-
eral longing for peace. Four states read a sketch of their

protest on the subject. Congress gave way in part, but by the
votes of the four Xcw England states and Pennsylvania
against Kew York, Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina,
\vith New Jersey, Delaware, and South Carolina divided, they
affirmed the common right of the Americans to fish on the
Grand Banks

; and for this right, to which Yergennes owned
thoir indisputable title, they asked the guarantee of France in
the form of an explanatory article of existing treaties.

The persevering French minister sought an interview with
president Jay and two other members of congress well dis-

posed to the wishes of France. Finding them inclined to

yield to New England, ho remarked that disunion from the
side of New England Avas not to be feared, for its people
carried their love of independence even to delirium. He
added

:
" There would seem to be a wish to break the con-

nection of France with Spain ; but I think I can say that, if

the Americans should have the boldness * to force the king of

France to choose between the two alliances, his decision will

not be in favor of the United States; he* will certainly not
expose himself to consume the remaining resources of the king-

* In his report to Vcrgennca, Gerard uses the word " I'audace."
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dom for many years, only to secure an increaae of fortune toafewBluiwnasters of New England. I shall sreJlyZo^on account of the Americans, should Spain enteH^totwJ^without a convention with theui "

The interview lasted from eight o'clock in the evening tillan hour after midnight; but Jay and his friends won d nothemselves undertake to pli-mrro *i.^ ^ • • ^
>voiuu not

.0 «... w. a „e. ^^:i:'^^i;^Z'^i^Gerard and members of comj-ppfls ir. «« v* J^ ,

uoiween

nfiU ^ -xx
"^''^y- congress in committee of the wholothe commutco on foreign affairs, oigl.t accepted ti.e French

"tj;- c^?' "'i'.f"'
""""'-« g^'-d over votc^^ from thtAnt^Gallican e.de

;
and, after long debates and many d viB,on», tl.e proposition to etipnlate a ri|ht to tl,„ fisheS let caty of peace was indeiinitely postponed by the vote""f ei!htstate, agamst Ne,. Hampshire, Ma^sachusette, Rhode laSand Pennsylvania, Georgia alone being absent

^
As to the future boundaries of the United States Soam

.^itiona, wish for ^"^uJ^^^T:!:^-
niTtrsBri;Lnfr:\rr''™'^^°'^"'
AifR u , ^ -liHuin. Here, therefore, no seriousd fflculty arose

J but Spain dreaded the extension of the UntedStates to the Mississippi. The Quebec aet had tWerreft^Canada the territory west and north-west of the Ohio. Spatemdulged the hope that England would insist on its righft^
that region; but as to the Americans, their backwoodsmenwere already settled in the country, ani it would hive b"eneasier to extirpate the game in its forests than to Ze ZAmenean settlers fr^m their home,. Spain, with the supportof France wished that the country northwest of ihe Ohtnver should be guaranteed to Great Britain ; but such a propelsmon could never gain a hearing in eon^ss. Franerr^

bcotia, on ed Spam m opposmg every wish of the American,to acquire them. In thi, congress acquiesced.

'"°'"''""

wilhng to end the war by a trace, after the precedents of theSwiss cantons and the United Netherlands. Burke of North
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Carolina, seconded by Duane of New York, wished no more
tlian tliat independence should be tacitly acknowledged ; but

congress required that, previous to any treaty of peace, the

independence of the United States should, on the part of Great

Britain, bo " assured."

Further, Gerard wished America to bring about the acces-

sion of Spain to the alliance by trusting implicitly to the mag-

nanimity of the Spanish king ; otherwise, he said, " you will

prevent his Catholic majesty from joining in our common
cause, and from completing the intended triumvirate." Con-

gress escaped from an immediate decision by resolving to send

a plenipotentiary of its own to Spain.

The minister to be chosen to negotiate a peace was, by a

unanimous vote, directed to require " Great Britain to treat

with the United States as sovereign, free, and independent,"

and the independence was to be confirmed by the treaty. Nova
Scotia was desired ; but the negotiator might leave the north-

eastern boundary " to be adjusted by commissioners after the

peace." Tlie guarantee of an equal common right to the fish-

eries was declared to be of the utmost importance, but was not

made an ultimatum, except in tlie instructions for tlie treaty

of commerce -svith England. At the same time, the American
minister at the court of France was directed to concert with

that power a mutual guarantee of their rights in the fisheries

as enjoyed before the war.

The plan for a treaty with the king of Spain lingered a

month longer. On the seventeenth of September congress

offered to guarantee to him the Floridas, if they should fall

into his power, " provided always that the United States should

enjoy the free navigation of the Mississippi into and from the

sea." The great financial distress of the states was to be made
known to him, in the hope of a subsidy or a guarantee of a

loan to the amount of five millions of dollars.

On the twenty-sixth, congress proceeded to ballot for the

minister to negotiate peace, John Adams being nominated by

Laurens of South Carolina, while Smith of Virginia pro-

posed Jay who v. as favored by the French minister. On two

ballots no election was made. A compromise reconciled the

rivalry; Jay, on the twenty-seventh, was elected envoy to I
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Spain The formally civil letter in which Yergennes bade
farewell to John Adams on his retiring from Paris was read
in congress in proof that he would be most acceptable to the
Frencn mmistry

; and, directly contrary to its wishes, he was
cliosen to negotiate the treaty of peace as well as an eventual
treaty of commerce with Great Britain.

In December 1778, Marie Antoinette, after many years of
an unfruitful marriage, gave birth to a daughter. Con.rress in
June 1770, congratulating the king of France on th° event
asked for "the portraits of himself and his royal consort, to be
placed in their council chamber." This was not an act of adu-
lation. The Americans took part in the happiness of Louis
XVI. ./^n honest impulse of gratitude gave his name to the
city which overiooks the falls of the Ohio; and when in 1781
a son was born to him, Pennsylv..nia commemorated the eventm the name of one of its counties.

The compulsory inactivity of the British array at the north
encouraged discontent and intrigues. There rose up in rivalry
with Chilton a body styling themselves "the loyal associated
refugees, who were impatient to obtain an independent or-
ganization under Tryon and William Franklin. They in-
sisted that more alertness would crush the rebellion ; they
loved to recommend the employment of savages, the confis-
cation of the property of wealthy rebels, and even their exe-
cution or exile.

The Virginians, since the expulsion of Lord Dunmore
free from war within their own borders, were cnrichin,o- them-
selves by the unmolested culture of tobacco, which was ex-
ported through the Chesapeake ; or, when that highway was
unsafe, by a short land carriage to Albemarie sound. On the
ninth of May two thousand men under General Matthew
with five hundred marines, anchored in Hampton Roads.
Ihe next day, after occupying Portsmouth and Is^orfolk, they
burned every house but one in Suffolk county, and seized or
ruined all perishable property. Parties from a sloop-of-war
and privateers entered the princiiml waters of the Chesapeake,
earned off or wasted stores of tobacco heaped on their banks
and burned the dwellings of the plantei-s. Before the end of
the month the predatory expcditiou, having destroyed more

J- I
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than a liundred vessels, arrived at New York with seventeen

prizes and three thousand hogsheads of tobacco.

The legislature of Virginia, which was in session at Wil-

liamsburg during the invasion, retaliated by confiscating the

property of British subjects within the commonwealth. An
act of a previous session had directed debts due to British sub-

jects to be paid into the loan-oiHce of the state. To meet the

public exigencies, a heavy poll-tax was laid on all servants or

slaves, as well as a tax payable in cereals, hemp, inspected to-

bacco, or the like commodities ; and the issue of one million

pounds in paper money was authorized. Every one who would

serve at home or in the continental army during the war was

promised a bounty of seven hundred and fifty dollars, an an-

nual supply of clothing, and one hundred acres of land at the

end of the war
;
pensions were promised to disabled soldiers

and to the widows of those who should find their death in the

service ; half-pay for life was voted to the officers. Each di-

vision of the militia was required to furnish for the service

one able-bodied man out of every twenty-five, to be drafted by

fair and impartial lot.

The code in which Jefferson, "Wythe, and Pendleton adapted

the laws of Virginia to reason, the welfare of the whole people,

and the republican form of government, was laid before the

legislature. The law of descents abolished the rights of pri-

mogeniture, and distributed real as well as personal property

equally among brothers and sisters. The punishment of death

was forbidden, except for treason and murder. A bill was

brought in to organize schools in every county, at the expense

of its inhabitants, in proportion to the general tax-rates ; but

in time of war, and in the scattered state of the inhabitants, it

was not possible to introduce a thorough system of universal

education.

The preamble to the bill for establishing religious freedom,

written by Jefferson, declared " that belief depends not on will,

but follows evidence ; that God hath created the mind free

;

that temporal punishment or civil incapacitations only beget

hypocrisy and meanness ; that the impious endeavor of fallible

legislators and rulers to impose their own opinions on others

hath established and maintained false religions ; that to suffer
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the cml magistrate to intrude his powers into the field of opin-
ion destroys all religious liberty; that truth is the proper and
sufficient antagonist to error, and has nothing to ieav from the
conflict, unless by human interposition disarmed of her natural
weapons free argument and debate; errors ceasing to be dan-
gerous when It IS permitted freely to contradict them "

It was therefore proposed to be enacted by the general as-sembly
:

"^o man shall be compelled to frequent or support
any religious worship, place, or ministry, nor shall be enforced
restrained, molested, or burthened in his body or goods, no^
shal otherwise suffer, on account of his belief; but all men
shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their
opinion in matters of religion; and the same shall in ni wise
diininish enlarge, or affect their civil capacities. And we do

oftlnS." ''^''' '"''^ ""'*^' ''' '' *^^ -*-^l "g^t^

These woi-ds of Jefferson on the freedom of conscience
expressed the forming convictions of the people of the United
States

;

the enactment was delayed that the great decree, whichmade the leap from an established church to the largest liberty
faith and public worship, might be adopted after calm de

liberation and with popular approval. Virginia used its ri..hfc
of original and complete legislation to abohsh the privileges'of
pnmogeniture, cut off entails, forbid the slave-trade, and fstab-
hsh the principle of freedom in religion a. the inherent and in-
alienable possession of spiritual being

to tJpw
?"w "''^f''T

*" '^' Ch;sapealce, after its return
to Kew York, joined a detachment conducted by Clinton him-
self orty miles up the Hudson to gain possession of Sto'yPoint and Verplanck's Point. The garrison withdrew from
their untinished work at Stony Point. The commander^
Yerplanck's Point, waiting to be closely invested by water onthe second of June made an inglorious surrender.^ The iwo
posts commanded King's ferry; the British fortified and gar-

l^ou^between New York and New Jersey south of thehigh-

A pillaging expedition, sent to punish the patriotism ofConnecticut, was intrusted to Trvon The fl-r* ---^ -
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arrived off New Haven ; and, at two in the morning of tlie

fifth of July, one party landed suddenly on the west of the
town, another on the east. Everything was abandoned to

plunder: vessels in the harbor, public stores, and the ware-

houses near the sound, were destroyed by lire. The soldiers

demoralized by license, lost all discipline, and the next morn-
ing retired before the Connecticut militia, who left them no
time to bum the town. At East Haven, where Tryon com-
manded, dwelling-houses were fired and cattle wantonly lulled •

some of the unarmed inhabitants were put to death, others

carried away as prisoners ; but the British were driven to their

ships.

On the afternoon of the seventh the expedition landed

near Fairfield. The village, a century and a quarter old, situ-

ated near the water, with a lovely country for its background,

contained a moral, well-educated, industrious, and affluent

people of nearly unmixed English lineage ; well-ordered homes

;

freeholders as heads of famiHes. An Episcopal church stood

by the side of the larger meeting house. The husbandmen
who came together were too few to withstand the unforeseen

onslaught. The Hessians w-ere let loose to plunder, and every

dwelling was given up to be stripped. Before the sun went
down the firing of houses began, and was kept up through the

night, amid the " cries of distressed women and helpless chil-

dren." Early the next morning the conflagration was made
general. "When at the return of night the retreat was sounded,

the rear-guard, composed of Germans, set in flames the meeting-

house and every private habitation that till then had escaped.

At Green Farms a meeting-house and all dwellings and bams
were consumed.

On the eleventh the British appeared before Norwalk and
burned its houses, bams, and places of public worship. Sir

George Collier and Tryon, the British admiral and general, in

their address to the inhabitants of Connecticut, said: "The
existence of a single habitation on your defenceless coast ought

to be a constant reproof to your ingratitude."

New London was selected as the next victim ; but Tryon,

who had already lost nearly a hundred and fifty men, was re-

called to New York by a disaster which had befallen the Brit
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f- .^.?
'*""w Y ^^'^ '*'°"^^^ ^'^^^^^^ themselves at Stony

Point than Washington, after ascertaining the character ^-
their works formed a plan for taking them bj surprise"
Wayne, of whom he made choice to lead the enterprise, imder-
took the penlouB office with alacrity, and devised improve-
ments m the method of executing the design

Stony Point a hill just below the Highlands, projects into
he Hudson, which surrounds three fourths of its base: the
fourth side was covered by a marsh, over which there la^ butone pathway

;
where this road joined the river, a sandy beach

was left bare at low tide. The fort, which was furnished with
heavy ordnance and garrisoned by six hundred men, crowned
the hill Half-way between the river and the fort there was
a double row of abattis. Breastworks and strong batteries
could rake any column which might advance over the beach
and the -a^sh. From ihe river, vessels of war commanded
the foot of the hill. Conducting twelve hundred chosen menm smgle file over mountains and through morasses and narrow
passes, WajTie halted them at a distance of a mile and a half
from the enemy, while with the principal officers he recon-
noitred the works. About twenty minutes after twelve on the
morning of the sixteenth the assault began, the troops placing
their sole dependence on the bayonet. Two advance parties
of twenty men each, in one of which seventeen out of the
twenty were killed or wounded, removed the abattis and other
obstructions. Wayne, leading on a regiment, was wounded in
the head, but, supported by liis aids, still went forward The
two columns, heedless of musketry and grape-shot, gained the
centre of the works nearly at the same moment. On the right
Pleury struck the enemy's standard with his own hand and
was instantly joined by Stewart, who commanded the van of
the left. live hundred and forty-three British officers and
privates were made prisoners. The achievement was in its
kind the most brilliant of the war.

The diminishing numbers of the troops with Wasliinffton
not permitting him to hold Stony Point, the cannon and stores
were removed and the works razed. The post was soon re-
occupied, but only for a short time, by a larger British garrison.

Ihe enterprising spirit of Major Ilourv Lee of Virginia
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had been applauded in general orders ; Lis daring proposal to
attempt the fort at Paulus Hook, now Jersey City, obtained
the approval of Washington. The place was strong, but was
carelessly guarded. The party with Lee was undiscovered
until, in the morning of the nineteenth of August, before day,
they plunged into the canal, then deep from the rising tide!

Entering tlie main work through a iire of musketry from
block-houses, they captured the fort before the discharge of a
single piece of artillery. After daybreak they withdrew, taking
with them one hundred and fifty-nine prisoners.

Incited by the massacres of Wyoming and Cherry valley,

congress, on the twenty-fifth of February, had directed Wash-
ington to protect the inland frontier and chastise the Seneca
Indians. Of the two natural routes to their country, that of
the Susquehannah was selected for three thousand men of the
best continental troops, who were to rally at Wyoming, while
one thousand or more of the men of New York were to move
from the Mohawk river.

Before they could be ready, a party of five or six hundred
men, led by Van Schaick and Willet, made a swift march of
three days into the country of the Onondagas, and, without
the loss of a man, destroyed their settlement.

^

The command of the great expedition, which Gates de-
clined, devolved on Sullivan, to whom Washington in May
gave repeatedly the instruction :

" Move as light as possible
even from the first onset. Eeject every article that can be
dispensed with

; this is an extraordinary case, and requires ex-
traordinary attention." Yet Sullivan made insatiable demands
on the government of Pennsylvania, and wasted time in finding
fault and writing strange theological essays. Meanwhile, British
and Indian partisans near Fort Schuyler surprised and captured
twenty-nine mowers. Savages under Macdonell laid waste the
west bank of the Susquehannah, till " the Indians," by his own
report, "were glutted with plunder, prisoners, and scalps."
Thirty miles of a closely settled country were burnt. Brant
and his crew consumed with fire all tlie settlement of Minisink,
one fort excepted, and, from a party by whom they were pur-
sued, took more than forty scalp« apd one prisoner.

The best part of tlie season w gone when Sullivan, on the
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last of July, moved fro,,, -Wyoraing. IIU arrivil »t T:

.

-ent terror to the Indian,. sL^rof the r^Ws aM

T

Colonel Bolton m council: "Why does not the g^at kin!^our father a.™ us 2 Our v.ll^ea will be cu. off, and we cflno longer hgl,t Ins battles." On the tu-enty-second ofCuTd,e day after Sull,van was joined by New York trooptnfdS

H,e heart of the Indian country. On the same day littleDavd a Mohawk chief, delivered a message from hi,llf*!
the Six Iiations to Haldiimnfl ti,„„

"uiubtir ana

"Brother! for tl,™
,,"'""'' ""=" governor of Canada:J^rothor lor these three years past the Si.x Nations have

Of meath. iNow we shall sec whether yon are our lovin^strong brother, or whctiicr you deceive „» P,.„t! ,

*
still stror. . for the king of Enlnd f v!!' ^^^ ™ '""'

he is a man of Ms word and tW f ^n"""
'"'"'^ "' *'^''*

b,-othe,., the Six :-atIt" ' '"" "°* ^^-^""^ '^'^

The march into the countrj- of the Senecas on the left extended to Genesee; on the i^ght, detachments reach d cltlake. After destroying eighteen villages and their ml^flcorn,S,, hvan returned to New Jersey! A small pa tyfomFort P,t, under eo.nmand of Colonel Brodhead, broke ,,p
*"

towns of the Senecas upon the upper branch of ,'ho Al eXnyThe manifest mab,Iity of Great Britain to protect the sfxNations taught tl, m to desire neutrality

No™ Sno"tin"!!.^'lM^«^'"""'"
*^"'''="'' "''o commanded in

fl r ,• '

<''™'*'='J •' P°«' of "ix bundred men at what is

the M'LterieTtsf^tr
""'' '"" <"^"e« "'^«-the Massachusetts legislature sent nineteen armed ships sloonsand brigs

;
two of them continental vessels, the rest p Wee^or belonging to the state. The flotilla carr ed more thaltZbundred guns and was attended by twenty-four transportB

e::i:m ::td::t^Xt Ti r-^- -,
^«o saeH«ce to ifCZ; S^t,!: tLTyiH

J .^-ur ^txu Ship,

.i '

A: '
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tended by five frigates. Two vessels of war fell into liis hands

;

the rest and all the transports ran up the river, and were burnt
by the men of the expedition, who made their escape throuo-h
the woods. The British were left masters of the country east
of the Penobscot.

Yet the result of the campaign at the north promised suc-
cess to America. Clinton had evacuated Ehode Island, and
all New England west of the Penobscot was free from an
enemy. In New York the Six Nations had learned that
the alliance with the English secured them gifts, but not pro-
tection. On the Hudson river the Americans recovered the
use of King's ferry, and held all the country above it.

The winter set in early and with unwonted severity. Be-
fore the middle of December, and long before the army
could build their log huts, the snow lay two feet deep in New
Jersey, where the troops were cantoned ; so that they saved
themselves with difficulty from freezing by keeping up large
fires. Continental money was valued at no more than thirty
for one, and even at that rate the country people took it unwill-
ingly. There could be no regularity in supplies. Sometimes
the army was five or six days together Avithout bread ; at other
times as many without meat ; and once or twice two or three
days without either. But such was the efficiency of the mag-
istrates of New Jersey, such the good disposition of its people,
that, when requisitions were made by the commander-in-chief
on its several counties, they were punctually complied with,
and in some counties exceeded. For many of the soldiei-s

thf; term of service expired with the year ; and shorter enlist-

ments, by which several states attempted to fill their quotas,
were fatal to compactness and stability. Massachusetts of-

fered a bounty of L.a hundred dollars to each of those who
would enlist for three years or the war, and found few to

accept the offer. The Americans wanted men and wanted
money, but could not be subdued. An incalculable strength
lay in reserve in the energy of the states and of each individual
citizen

; and neither congress nor people harbored a doubt of

their ultimate triumph,

Thomas Pownall, a member of parliament, who, from long
civil service in various parts of the United States, knew them
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thoroughly well, published in England a memorial about themaddressed to the sovereigns of Eui-ope •

"The system of establishing colonies in various climates tocreate a monopoly of the peculiar product of their labor Is atend The spint of commerce hath become predominant. Agreat and powerful empire, founded in nature and growint
into an mdependent organized being, has taken its ecfual s^ation w.th the nations upon earth. I see the sun risingTn hewest. The independence of America is fixed as fateVehe imis ress of her own fortune; knows that she is so; and wiU
establish her own system and constitution and change thesystem of Europe. *=

ac .v-ity of the Unman race. We see all the inhabitants nolonly free but allowing an universal naturalization. In a coun-
try like this, where every man has the full and free exertion
of lus powers an unabated application and a perpetual strugrieharpen the ,v,ts and give constant training to the mind. Inthis wilderness of woods the settlers try e.-cperiments and th!advantages of their discoveries are theirLn^ One Is themabonng after the plough, as though they had uotZ\Z
beyond he ground they dwell upon

; yet is"^ their mind aU thewhile enlarging its powers, and their spirit rises as their im!provements advance. This is no fancy Living of wba m^ybe; It IS an exact portrait of what actually e"^ists. Many Ire
1 philosopher, a politician, a warrior, emerge out of this

Sl^S Z.t:^J"- -' 0^ ''" «™""'» ''^
"In agriculture, in mechanic handicrafts, the New World

'^ar^:Zn:\'T''''
-provements of implements, tootand machines, leading experience by the banc to many a new

4ich a LT'T"" . ''T "^ ^^"^ ^^^'- -editions onwinch a man is to exercise this or that trade. Here are nooppressing, obstructing, dead-doing laws. The momenT that

dSr ^'.r"^^^-^
^« -P^ f- it, manufactures^^;

and increase with an astonishing exuberancy.
^

ilie same ingenuity is exerted in ship-bi.iilding
; tlieir
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comraerco hath been striking deep root. The nature of the
coast and of the winds renders marine navigation a perpetu-
ally moving intercoui-se

; and the nature of the rivers renders
inland navigation but a further process of that communion •

all >' ;>,. •! .ines, as it were, a one vital principle of life, ex-
tended Duough a one organized being, one nation. Will that
most enterprising spirit bo stopped at Cape Horn, or not pass
the Cape of Good Hope ? Before long they will be found
trading in the South Sea, in the Spice Islands, and in China.

" This fostering happiness in North America doth produce
progressive poiulatiun. They have increased nearly the
double in eighteen years. By constant intercommunion, Amer-
ica will every day approach nearer and nearer to Europe. Un-
less the great potentates of Europe can station cherubim at
every avenue with a flaming sword that turns every way, to
prevent man's quitting this Old World, multitudes of their
people, many of the most useful, enterprising spirits, will emi-
grate to the new one. Much of the active property will go
there also.

" The new empire of America is like a giant ready to run
its course. The fostering care with which the rival powers of
Europe will nurse it insures its establishment beyond all doubt
or danger."

So prophesied Pownall to the English world and to Eu-
rope in the first month of 1780. Since the issue of the war is

to proceed in a great part from the influence of European
powers, it behooves us now to study the manner of their inter-

vention.
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CHAPTER XXII.

AMEHIOA m EDTOPE. TUE AEMED NECTBALITT.

1778-1780.

Fkedeeio of Prussia had raised tbebope that he would foIWFrance ,u recognising the independence of the uSsteteTbut the quest,on of the Bavarian succession eompellcd Wmm junction with Saxony, to stand forth as the champion oiGermany; and in his late old age, brolten as I,! „
™P'°" °*

thing hut spirit, he stayed the l^XZl'lZ-Z'^Z
vanan emtory and on the liberty and the co„s«"ut.ons^

tad w th her eolomes disappeared from his eyes." To Williamloc, who, m July 1777, had been appointed by conls I
theXT;*" '•"'

'f'T ""^ "-"P^- of Ger^r; andtne king of Prussia, and m JVfarch 1778 imnortnnpH f},o P
«an minister Schulenburg for leave to reX at B^br a?'™Amenean functionary, Frederic minuted this ans™ ^4,are so occupied with Germany that we cannot think 'of the

tT"^T:r t"" •" ''"""'^ «'="> '» --g"- thembut a„ this present moment it could do them no good and tom might be veiy detrimental." He could not^Sve thepn.es of the American, in Enibden, because at that h.a bor he
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unalterably resolved "not to contract relations with a power
which, like England in the last war, had once deceived him so
unworthily."

With the restoration of peace, Austria and Russia contested
tlie honor of becoming mediators between the Bourbons and
England. On the fifteenth of May 1 779, Maria Theresa wrotem her o'.vn hand to Charles III. of Spain, in the hope to hold
him back from war; and she sent a like letter to her son-in-
law at Versailles. Kaunitz, her great minister, followed with
formal proposals of mediation to Franco and F.ngland. In an
autograph letter, the king of Spain put aside the interference
of the empress

;
and on the sixteenth of June his ambassador

in London delivered to Lord Weymouth a declaration of war-
but neither in that declaration nor in the manifesto which fol-'

lowed was there one word relating to the war in America.
In reply, Burke, Fox, and their friends, joined in pledging

the house of commons and the nation to the support of the
crown. Fifty thousand troops defended the coasts, and as
many more of the mihtia were enrolled. The oscillation of
the funds did not exceed one per cent. But opinion more
and more denied to parliament the right of taxing unrepre-
sented colonies, and prepared to accept the necessity of rec-
ognising their independence. In the commons. Lord John
Cavendish, true to the idea of Chatham, moved for orders to
withdraw the British forces employed in America; to the
lords, the duke of Richmond proposed a total change of meas-
ures in America and Ireland ; and they were supported by
increasing numbers. The great land-owners were grown sick
of attempting to tax America; Lord Mansfield was ready to
consent to the cutting of the traces that bound the restless
colonies to Britain

; Lord North was frequently dropping hints
that no advantage was to be gained by continuing the contest.

_

But on the twenty-first of June the king summoned his
mmisters to his library; and, seating them all at a table, ex-
pressed to them in a speech of an hour and a half "the dictates
of his frequent and severe self-examination." Inviting the
friends of GrenviUe to the support of the administration, he
declared his unchanging resolution to carry on the war against
America, France, and Spain. Before he would hear of any

. I _ M.:a-. i: if.:
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and yet tliey were obliged to wait off the coast of Spain for
the Spaniards. After a loss of two months in the best soason
of the year, a junction was effected with more than twenty
ships-of-war under the separate command of Count Gaston •

and the combined fleet, the largest force that had ever been
afloat, sailed for the British channel. King George lonp-ed to
hear that Sir Charles Hardy, with scarcely more than fort/ships
of the hne, had brought the new armada to battle. ''Every
thing," wrote Marie Antoinette, "depends on the presont
moment. Our united fleets have a great superiority ; they
are m the channel

; and I cannot think without a shudder that
from one moment to the next, our destiny will be decided " '

The united fleet rode unmolested by the Britisli
;*

Sir
Uiarles Hardy either did not or would not see them. On the
sixteenth of August they appeared off Plymouth, but did not
attack the town. After two idle days, a strong wind drove
them to the west. When the gale had abated, the allies ral-
bed, returned up the channel, and the British retreated before
them. ISO harmony existed between the French and Spanish
officers. A deadly malady ravaged tlie French ships and in-
fected the Spanish. The combined fleet never had one chiefTae French returned to port and remained there; the Span^
lards sailed for Cadiz, execrating their allies. The two powera
had not even harmed British merchant vessels on their home-
ward voyages. The troops that were to have landed in Eng-
land wasted by disease in Normandy and Brittany. "The
doing of nothing at all will have cost us a great deal of mon-
ey, wrote Mane Antoinette to her mother. There was noth-
ing but the capture of the little island of Grenada for which
a Te Deum could be chanted in Paris. " We shall feel it very
sensibly if any offer of mediation should be preferred to ours "

wrote Maria Theresa to her daughter, who answered: "The
nothingness of the campaign removes every idea of peace."

JJuring the attempt at an invasion of England the allied
belhgerents considered tlie condition of Ireland. " To form
Ireland into an independent government like that of America "

wrote Vergennes "I would not count upon the Catholics.
Ihej form the largest and the most oppressed part of the
nation; but the principle of their religion attaches them spe-

; N C
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cia% to the monarchical system." An American wa. sent asthe agent of France to form close relations with the princIdPresbyterians, especially with the ministers- hnf JIT^
was oot eatabUshed beJeen F:^ee and rp;o elri.

t""
Tho emissary from Spaia to tbe Iri.h Catholics was a Cafto-ho pnes^ who wa« promised a bishopric if he should succeedHe could ha™ .0 succ^. After the iir.t shedding0/^can Wood m 1775 one hundred and twenty-ono IriS CaftZprofessing to speak "for aU the Roman Catholic lAh"Cmade to the British secretary in Ireland "a tend™ of vomilhons of men in defence of the government of til I

•

any part of the world " Ths Tr,-=i, -T .
"""S m

tit T 1 , ,

•'"^ -Irish association aimed onlv toextort for Ireland the fr.e trade with other nations which hadbeen granted to Scotland at the union
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tectcd the neutral flag everywhere on the great deep. In the
year 1G46 these principles were imbodied in a commercial
treaty between the republic and France. When Cromwell
was protector, when Milton was Latin secretary, the rights of
neutrals found their just place in the treaties of England, in
1G54 with Portugal, in 1G55 with France, in 1G5G with Sweden.
After the return of the Stuarts, they were recognised, in 1GY4
in their fullest extent by the commercial convention between
England and the Netherlands.

In 1689, after the stadholder of the United Provinces had
been elected king of England, his overpowering influence drew
the Netherlands into an acquiescence in a declaration that all

ships going to or coming from a Freach port were good prizes •

but it was recalled upon the remonstrance of neutral states!

The rights of neutral flags were confirmed by France and
England in the peace of Utrecht. The benefits of the agree-
ment extended to Denmark, as entitled to all favors granted to

other powers. Between 1G04 and 1713 the principle had been
accepted in nearly twenty treaties. When, in 1745, Prussian
ships, laden with wood and corn, were captured on the high
seas and condemned in English courts, Frederic, without'^ a
treaty, resting only on the law of nations, indemnified his sub-
jects for their losses by retahations on England. The neutral
flag found protection in the commercial treaty negotiated in

17G6 by the Eockingham ministry with Russia, whose interests

as the producer of hemp required the strictest definition of
contraband. Of thirty-seven European treaties made between
1745 and 1780, but two have been found which contain con-
ditions contravening neutral rights.

In 1778 England desired an offensive and defensive alli-

ance with Eussia and with the Dutch republic. To the re-

newed overture. Count Panin, the only Eussian statesman
much listened to by tlie empress in the discussion of foreign
affairs, replied that Eussia never would stipulate advantages to

Great Britain in hi contest with its colonies, and "never
would guarantee its American dominions." After the avowal
by France of its treaties with the colonies, Harris, the British

minister at Petersburg asked an audience of die empress ; his

request was refused, and aJl his complaints of the " court of

:li ?



IV. ; en. xxn.

jp. In the

commercial

Cromwell

le rights of

England, in

:h Sweden,

d, in icn,

Q between

vinees had

lencc drew

)n that all

'od prizes

;

iral states,

ranee and

the agree-

^ranted to

! had been

, Prussian

the high

without a

d his sub-

tie neutral

9tiated in

3 interests

inition of

) between

itain eon-

nsive alli-

the re-

statesman

f foreign

iitages to

1 "never

e avowal

le British

)ress; his

court of

1778. THE ARMED NEUTRALITY.
343

Versailles drew from her only civil words and lukewarm ex-pressions of fnendship." But when, in the summer of^778
an American privateer hovered off the North Cape and tookseven or more Bntish vessels bound for Archangel, PaninTnformed Hams mimsterially that, so long as the Bidt sh treated
the Americans as rebels, the court of Petei^burg wouldTookupon them as a people not jet entitled to recognifion

Long years of peace had enriched the Dutch republic byprosperous manufactures and commerce. It was the leadingneutra power; but the honor of its flag wa. endany^d'y
he defects m its constitution, of which the forms of pfoceduretended to anarchy. Its stadholder, William Y. of «e houseof Orange, a young and incompetent prince, without self-relTance and without nobleness of nature, was haunted by het-hef that his own position could be preserved only by the nfluence of Great Britain; and from dynastic selfishC fo lowedhe counsels o that power. Nor was his sense oThonoTso

151 itisli crown. His chief personal counsellor was his formerguardian Pnnce Louis of Brunswick. No man could beTen^uenced by motives of morality or fidelity to th land1whose army he served, and he was always at the beck of theBritish ambassador at the Ha^rue F-i/pI fl,n .

devoted to E.„and. The ^^T,.^!^^'y~^,;^
who had been the selection of VvLr.^ t •

-^'ii-ibwijcic,

*• • J • ,.
''«^«^tion or rnnce Louis, was a weak noli

country Thus all the principal executive officera were attad,ed to Great Britain; Prince Louis and the sortarTFaf
as obsequious vassals. •' °

Franco had a controlling inflnenee in no one of the nrovmces; but in the city of Amsterdam, Van BcrL I Z'siouary, was her "friend." I„ Ja„„arv 17« w i

^
t™ with England, the French aThZdo \^ t CeZ
C: IT?^? ^T™""°" '^*-- the It!:! n^™

tirN hertdfi! t?""''.P™^'™'"y' ^-^-S^--^ -ked'that

ce^ li^ "The Duw"""v '"^' ™^ ^"P?"^ " ^"*™' <=»-cessions. The Duteh," Vergennos observed, "will find in
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their own history an apology for the French treaty with Amer-
ica.

^

From the interior condition of the Netherlands, their ex
cessive taxes, their weakness on sea and land, and the precarious
condition of their possessions in the two Indies, they sought
scrupulously to maintain their neutrality. As England did not
^sguise her aggressive intentions, the city of Amsterdam andVan Berckel sought to strengthen the Dutch navy, but were
thwarted by Prince Louis, Fagel, and the stadholder. The
Dutch were brave, provident, and capable of acts of mag
nanmiity

;
but they were betrayed by their executive.

In April 1778, the American commissioners at Paris^
Franklin, Arthur Lee, and John Adams-in a letter to the
grand pensionary. Van Bleiswijck, proposed a good under
standmg and commerce between the two nations, and prom-
ised to communicate to the states -general their commercial
treaty with France. The Dutch government, through all its
organs, met this only overture of tlie Americans by total neo-lect
It was neither answered nor put in deliberation. The British
secretary of state could find no ground for complaint whatever
btill the merchants of Amsterdam saw in the independence
of the United States a virtual repeal of the British navigation
acts

;
and the most pleasing historical recollections of the Dutch

people were revived by the rise of the new republic.
In the following July the king of France published a decla-

ration protecting neutral ships, though carrying contraband
goods to or from hostile ports, unless the contraband exceededm value three fourths of the cargo. But the riglit was reserved
to revoke these orders if Great Britain should not within six
months grant reciprocity.

The commercial treaty between France and the United
btates was, about the same time, delivered to the grand pen-
sionary and to the pensionary of Amsterdam. The grand pen-
sionary took no notice of it whatever. Yan Berckel, in the
name of the regency of Amsterdam, wrote to an American
correspondent at the Hague: "With the new republic, clearly
raised up by the help of Providence, we desire leagues of
amity and commerce which shall last to the end of time"
let he aclmowledged that these wishes were the wishes of
a single city, which could not bind even the province to
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During the summer of 1778, British cruisers and priva-
teers scoured the seas in quest of booty. Other nations suf-
fered but none like tlie Netheriands. To their complaints
that the clearest language of treaties was disregarded, the eari
of Suffolk answered that the British ambassador at the Ilaone
should have instructions to negotiate with the republic new
stipulations for the future

; but for the present, treaty or no
treaty, England would not suffer materials for ship-buildina to
be taken by the Dutch to any French port; and its cruisers
and Its admiralty were instructed accordingly. The stadholder
brought all his influence to the side of England. On the thir
tieth of December 1778, the states-general asserted their right
to the commercial freedom guaranteed by the law of nations
and by treaties

;
anri yet of their own choice voted to withhold

convoys, where the use of them would involve a conflict with
Great Britain.

In the same year the flag of Denmark, of Sweden, and
of Prussia had been disregarded by British privateers, and the
three powers^ severally demanded of England explanations
Vergennes seized the opportunity to fix the attention of Count
lanm. " The empress," so he wrote toward the end of the
year to the French minister in Kussia, " will give a great
proof of her dignity and equity if she will make common
cause with Sweden, Denmark, Holland, and the king of Prus-
sia. " She would render to Europe a great service if she
would bring the king of England to juster principles on the
freedom of navigation of neutral ships. Holland arms its ves-
sels to convoy its merchant fleet ; Denmark announces that in
the spring It will send out a squadron for the same object:
Sweden will be obliged to take the like resolution. So many
arrangements can easily give rise to troublesome incidents, and
kmdle a general maritime war. It would be easy for the era-
press to secure the prosperity of the commerce of Russia by
supporting with energetic representations those of other nei
tral nations."

The Swedish envoy, in an interview with Panin, invited
the Russian court to join that of Stockholm in forming a
combined fleet to protect the trade of tlie North. Denmark
he said, would no doubt subscribe to the plan, and the

}ii>-fiS!-'
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of neutral rights occupied her mind till she came to con-

sider herself singled out to take the lead in their defence.

"When, in the middle of July, Harris presented the Span-
ish declaration of war against England to Count Panin, he
replied ministerially :

" Great Britain has by its own haughty
conduct brought down all its misfortunes on itself ; they are

now at their height
;
you must consent to any concessions to

obtain peace ; and you can expect neither aBsistance from your
friends nor forbearance from your enemies." In subsequent
conversations, Panin ever held the same language.

" Count Panin," wrote Harris, " receives every idea from
his Pi-ussian majesty, and adopts it without reflection;" and
the indefatigable envoy, giving up all hope of reclaiming him,
undertook to circumvent him through the influence of Prince
Potemkin, who possessed rare ability and occupied a position

of undefined and almost unlimited influence with the army,
the Greek church, and the nobility. By descent and character

he was a true representative of Russian nationality. Leaving
the two chief maritime powers of western Europe, both of

whom wished to preserve the Ottoman empire in its integrity,

to wear each other out, Potemkin used the moment of the

American war to annex the Crimea.

Harris professed to believe that for eighty thousand pounds
he could purchase the influence of this extraordinary man

;

but Potemkin could not bo reached. He almost never ap-

peared at court or in company. No foreign minister could

see him except by asking specially for an intei*view ; no one of

them was ever admitted to his domestic society or his confi-

dence. Those who knew him best agree that he was too proud
to take money from a foreign power, and he never deviated

from his Russian policy ; so that the enormous bribes which
were designed to gain him were squandered on his intimates.

At the same time he was aware how much he would gain by
lulling the British government into acquiescence in his Ori-

ental schemes of aggrandizement.

Without loss of time, Harris proposed to Potemkin that

the empress should make a strong declaration at Versailles and

Madrid, and second it by arming all her naval force. To this

Potemkin objected, that both the Russian ministers who would



1779. THE ARMED NEUTRALITY.
849

Catharine herself. On thV!; ^ ff '" P^"^™ before
of the time co„d„eted„ f; wTLt ^•'^''' *^ ^''™""'
room, and immediatelv retired rf

"^^ """ '''"' P"™'"
l"'>n by aaking if he was ?„, ^^'\<""P'^ discomposedW none, J yet LZeZ^W ""''"' '"»'"««»»• He
mediation. She Lens dhe^ef tZn^T ''" ''^ ^™«'<'
mto fresh tronbles; then d^L^ZfT^' ''" ^»P-e
and liinted that England co,,M

^* American war,
by renouncing its clnies tj" ' "7'="' '^^""-^

P*"""
the question was referred n!

""?' "^ ""'*^' 'o ^Woi
its foreign policy T?!,'

""""""""^ refused to change
very ah,: en^'^f J^rlcT^eltrp"'? ^T ^^
Iu3 innermost thoughts ^'Th/^ !-, ^' ^^'^''' unfolded
"as lie makes no impression on i

'^''''''''" '^^^ ^e,

applies to others lessZ^ZZuZ'^JT''' '""T'"^^abihtj to sustain my system t7
'

,.
^°''^°^ ^^^ "V

England to meet with Tme'ss '' "xf ^, ^ ^™ for
m Europe," wrote Frederic "will nn. ,

%^"^^"«^ «f Power
land's losing possessions klre and there LlS"^'^^

'^ ^"^-
world." ""'™ '" other parts of the

During the same year, 177B th<, w .i , .
to suffer from the conffictino. „

^'=""='''™ds continued

Britain. France 6ouXo"fl,r'!r°"^ Fnmee and Great
ing its concession7eommTS Jd

"'?'^'^^-g^"eraI byconfin- .

tbo towns which votel^^ZmJ^r'"^' '°^™* P<>* '»

Holland it was carried for 1™!^ T"™^' ^" "'<' states of
ports of Fmnce b/a g^Tt maTo* ?,

^'"^^ <'°^'''«"' '» ^o
chief cities joiningASrZi^J ^°"^^''^'° ""d ^e other
divided, but^heslt : ^Jin" ,

^™','" ""'"« ''<i»^"7
by Gelderland, Groningfrand OyJ "i

^'"''°'^ ""' *""''«'»d
donee rejected the resdutC v7 vf'

*'"'» '»»«'''^ of pru-
tiou, a memorial from he Briti'I

?"*""'"« ""^ "'«d^'^
Dutch yessels can^Z timbe.

'
''"'^T^"-

announced that
with England the/I°d tl r IVt""?

°^ ^"""^' "« ''^ *'^''*y

though escorted byswlX- , , ' ™ ''' "'"^'^' ^™"
i-os .at the want of paWotilm in tt*^

•*"°
T"'"^

*« P'-- Hs p^rogatives^'as .adhoCrernltio-iS;

1 I # i

4 ,

/ 1 P
1
n

!<'

tti,;:t:P

I
HI

1

1

i!->!!:ii

\\

fi/



ifi

I'l

;

350 AMERICA IF ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, ep.iv.; oii.xxii.

On ono occasion five towns voted in the states of Holland for

withholding the quota of their province.

Great Britain, in July 1779, demanded of the states-general

the succor stipulated in the treaties of 1678 and the separate

article of 1710 ; but they denied that any case under the treaties

had arisen, and insisted that England might not at will disre-

gard one treaty and claim the benefit of others.

"While the British were complaining that nine or ten

American merchant vessels had entered the port of Amster-
dam, a new cause of irritation arose. Near the end of July,

Paul Jones, a Scot by birth, in the service of the United States,

sailed from I'Orient as commander of a squadron, consisting

of the Poor Richard of forty guns, many of them unsemce-
able ; the Alliance of thirty-six guns, both American ships-of-

war; the Pallas, a French frigate of thirty-two; and the

Vengeance, a French brig of twelve guns. They ranged the

western coast of Ireland, turned Scotland, and, cruising off

Flamborough Head, descried the British merchant fleet from
the Baltic, under the convoy of the Serapis of forty-four guns
and the Countess of Scarborough of twenty gims.

An hour after sunset, on the twenty-third of September,

the Serapis, having a great superiority in strength, engaged
the Poor Richard. Paul Jones, after suffering exceadingly in

a contest of an hour and a half within musket-shot, bore down
upon his adversary, whose anchor he hooked to his o^vn quar-

ter. The muzzles of their gimi touched each other's sides.

Jones could use only three nine-pounders beside muskets from
the round -tops, but combustible matters were thrown into

every part of the Serapis, which was on fire no less than ten

or twelve times. There were moments when both ships were
on fire. After a two-hours' conflict in the first watch of the

night, the Serapis struck its flag. Jones raised his pendant on

the captured frigate, and the next day had but time to transfer

to it his wounded men and his crew before the Poor Richard

went down. The French frigate engaged and captured the

Countess of Scarborough. The Alliance, which from a dis-

tance had raked the Serapis during the action, not without in-

juring the Poor Richard, had not a man injured. On the fourth

of October the squadron entered the Texel with its prizes.

m
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Britain, including e^'en a guarantee against the Ottoman

Porte.

The answer was prepared by Panin without delay. The

empress loves peace, and therefore refuses an armed interven-

tion, which could only prolong the war. She holds the time

ill chosen for a defensive alliance, since England is engaged in

a war not appertaining to possessions in Europe ; but, if the

court of London will offer terms which can serve as a basis of

reconciliation between the belligerent powers, she will eagerly

employ her mediation.

In very bad humor, Harris rushed to Potemkin for conso-

lation. " What can have operated so singular a revolution ?

"

demanded he, with eagerness and anxiety. Potemkin, cajoling

him, replied :
" Count Panin times his councils with address

;

my influence is at an end."

The Russian envoy at London, and the envoys of Sweden,

Denmark, the Netherlands, and Prussia, delivered memorials

to the British government. To detach Russia from the other

complainants, Hai*ris, in January 1780, gave a written promise

" that the navigation of the subjects of the empress should

never be interrupted by vessels of Great Britain."

The spirit of moderation prevailed in the councils of the

Netherlands. Even the province of Holland had unreservedly

withdrawn its obnoxious demands. On the evening before

the twenty-seventh of December 1779, seventeen Dutch mer-

chant vessels, laden with hemp, iron, pitch, and tar, left the

Texel under the escort of five ships-of-war, commanded by

the Count de Bylandt. In the English channel, on the morn-

ing of the thirtieth, they descried a British fleet, by which

they were surrounded just before sunset. The Dutch admiral

refusing to permit his convoy to be visited. Fielding, the

British commander, replied that it would then be done by fores.

During the parley, night came on ; and twelve of the seventeen

ships, taking advantage of the darkness and a fair wind, es-

caped through the British lines to I i ench ports. The English

shallop, which the next morning at nine would have visited

the remaining five ships, was fired upon. At this, the British

flag-ship and two others fired on the Dutch flag-ship. Tlie

ship was hit, but no one was killed or wounded. " Let us go
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taiy, to licr envoys in Sweden, Denmark, and the Hague
before ehe informed her minister for foreign affairs of what
had been done. A Eussian courier was expedited to Stock-
hohn, and thence to Copenhagen, the Hague, Paris, and Mad-
rid. On the twenty-second of February 1780, Potemkin
announced the measure to Harris, by the special command of
the empress. " The ships," said the prince, " will b > supposed
to protect the Eussian trade against every power, but they are
meant to chastise the Spaniards, whose insolence the empress
cannot brook." Harris " told him that it was no more than
the system of giving protection to trade, suggested last year
by the three northern courts, now carried into execution."
Potemkin, professing to be "ahnost out of humor with hie
backwardness to admit the great advantage England would
derive from the step," rejoined : « I am just come from the
empress

;
it is her particular order that I tell it to you. She

commanded me to lose no time in finding yon out. She said
she knew it would give you pleasure ; and, beside myself, you
are at this moment the only person acquainted with her de-
sign." He ended by urging Harris to despatch his messenger
immediately with the news ; and accordingly the measure was
reported to the British government by its own envoy as a
friendly act performed at its own request.

Before the dispatches of Harris were on the road, the con-
duct of the affair was intrusted to Panin, who was suffering
from a disease which was bringing him to the grave. The last

deed of che dying statesman was his best.

To Frederic, Goertz made his report : " Everything will

depend on the reply of the court of Spain ; at so important
a moment, your majesty has the right to speak to it with
frankness." « There will result from the intrigue a matter
the execution of which no power has thus far been able to

permit itself to think of. All have believed it necessary to

establish and to fix a public law for neutral powers in a mari-

time war ; the moment has come for attaining that end."
These letters reached Frederic by express; and on the

fourteenth of March, by the swiftest messenger, he instructed

his minister at Paris as follows :
" Immediately on receiving

the present order you will demand a particular audience of
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make the entry dangerous. Tliese principles shall rule deci-

sions on the legality of prizes. "Her imperial majesty," so

ran the state paper, " in manifesting these principles before all

Europe, is firmly resolved to maintain them. She has there-

fore given an order to fit out a considerable portion of her
naval forces, to act as her honor, her interest, and necessity

may require."

Frederic received the news of the declaration in advance
of others, and with all speed used his influence in its behalf

at Versailles ; so that for the maritime code, which came upon
Great Britain as a surprise, a welcome was prepared in France
and Madrid.

The empress made haste to invite Sweden, Denmark, Portu-

gal, and the Netherlands to unite with her in supporting the

rules which she had proclaimed. John Adams applauded
the justice, the wisdom, and the humanity of an association of

maritime powers against violences at sea, and added as his

advice to congress :
" The abolition of the whole doctrine of

contraband would be for the peace and happiness of mankind

;

and I doubt not, as human reason advances and men come to

be more sensible of the benefits of peace and less enthusiastic

for the savage glories of war, all neutral nations will be allowed

by universal consent to carry what goods they please in their

own ships, provided they are not bound to places actually in-

vested by an enemy."

For the moment the attention of Europe was riveted on

the Netherlands.

iKIIHfmtlZll :
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all neutral maritirao powers a natural system, founded on jus-
tice, maj be establislied as a rule for future ages." The
Btates-general desired to join in the associjition ; but the stad-
holder, under English influence, contrived to make delay.

England acted promptly. On the Beventeeuth an order
of the king in council suspended all treaties between the two
countries. In consequence of this order, Dutch ships were
taken into English ports and condemned by the admiralty on
the assumption that, French harbors br;ing naturally blockaded
by those of England, Dutch ships had no right to sail near them

France yielded to Spain the distinction of being the first
to accept the Russian proposal; and Florida Blanca on the
eighteenth of April did it so heartily that, in the autobio-
graphic report which he made of his administration to his kinj?
he relates: "The honor of this successful project has been
ascribed to Russia, which, in fact, gave it support ; but it had
Its origin m the cabinet of your majesty."
A week later France followed Spain, saying: "The war in

which the king is engaged has no other object°than the liberty
of the seas. The king believed he had prepared an epoch
glorious for his reign, in fixing by his example the rights of
neutrals. His hopes have not been deceived "

On the fifth of October the United States of America in
congress, by a resolution which Robert R. Livingston drafted
proclaimed the maritime code of the empress of Russia, and
afterwards included it in their treaties with the NetlierlUds
with Sweden, and with Prussia.

'

The king of England and his ministry wore of the opinion
that to tolerate the armed neutrality was to confess that Bri^
ish supremacy on the high seas was broken; and they estab-
lished two points, from neither of which they would depart:
the one, to attack any Netherlands convoy; the other, to pre^
vent the association of the Netherlands with Russia at all
hazards.

Even Lord Shelbume, the chief of the opposition in the
upper house, condemned the Russian manifesto as an attempt
by a "nation scarcely known as a maritime power thirty yea~3
ago to dictate laws of navigation to Great Britain ; " and Lord
Camden denounced it as a dangerous and arbitrary edict, sub-
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ligence on the voyages of tho Dutch merchants, that British
cruisers might know where to go for the richest prizes.

Iho condition of the Netlieriands was truly difficult to beborne
: their honor waa trifled with ; their commerce pillaged •

they were weak and without promise of help from any^de'
their stadholder did not support them. They anxiously awaited
the arrival of each English mail to learn by what new -neasures
the British cabinet would abuse their power, and how manymore Dutch ships had been seized. The republic had no part
to choose but subnaission to Great Britain or an association

Z\ T. . ^t" 1r^*
'^ '^' convention, which the empresshad directed to be offered to Sweden, Denmark, and the Neth!

eriands arrived m June. The grand pensionary and the coun-
try wished at once to accede to the confederacy of tho NorthBut the stadhoMer, who in May, acting in the interests ofEngland, refused to take a step till the conduct of all the other
neutral powers should be thoroughly understood, in June
^vould not listen to any treaty with Russia unless it shouldmdude a guarantee of the possessions of the republic in both

The commissioners for the Netherlands found in Panin aetatesman who regarded tlie independence of America as aresult very advantageous for all nations, and especially for
Russia, and who did not doubt that England would be forced

vention which he he d to be the only possible one betweenRussia and the republic. The draft did not include the wished

beTttl r ^^'' '^^ ^" ^"^^^' ^"*' ^^ *^« ^^P"^"^ shouldbe attacked on account of the convention, the other powei.

ofThe oV ; '"/f • ^ "P^"*^ '^'^'^ ^-^-d the'o^e^
of the armed neutrality to be the restoration of peace. AUhesame time couriers were despatched to the courts of Stock-holm and Copenhagen

; so that, a<^inst the return of a favor-
able answer from the Hague, all things might be prepared forreceiving the Dutch republic into theSaguf of neiLl powers!

Every step of this negotiation was watched by England.

^IrI^'^T^^!:^'.™'
'^^ '^'' time seeking an alliancewith Russia, disLked the appearance of going to war with the
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state, had accredited to I HfetWr^' 7'""" "= ^'^'^
™sing a loan, was .alcou onlf:^,^,^"' ""> P"To3o of
l"s papers wm found a,o un^J^^, ^""l'"' "'"' «"'oag
conceded, as wo l,avo Ton C^°""l P"J«" f"-- « treat/
I-oe. To Lord Stormonrth'o'Cr ,^''"""'' """ ^'"i""
"<=* of individuals

;
'• and IliLo^T^T "^ "^'P"™'' '» >>« the

general Lad had no SZTttr"""^ "'^ ""^ »'»'^
been signed except by nnvf '"'"^' '"'"<='' ^ad never
was instantly taken to ul tt S"^"-

^"^ «*° «=»'"«on
the properest di^ction to tho war"\7°"r'" '" "S"'>
public mmd a stmnge and starter,:

^» ?'•«'»» "pen the
an examination at the admtal 'k "/ T"""'' ^"""^' "f'er
»tate was escorted through th^ s^f"? ""^

f"^^ »'"'«'»ries of
gaard, and confined as a shf!'

" °* ^""-^o" by a larse
I.e w- debarred from" ," tte^oC"". ? *° ^--> -h"™
and paper.

mtercourso and from the use of pen
Wion the courier fmm t> » ,

with the treaty which Cn had dra7,"'^''^''
»' ""= ^'"S--«s„o time to be lost. On tittf d

' ^'?T°' ^^ 'i^
announced that the states.g«ne^? aftb

-^ °^ ^'="'''='-. Yorto
TColc of November, wonlfd^i"' t'"

""'"^"^ in the first

Amsterdam andAmUXtrddedd l'^""" "'^'-^
league. ' "^"""' ''^eide to join tho northern

tie^^r ^'IfsIrr'rr *r '"P"'"'' '^^ '-<• before
deb-beration, oondemrd thTctdtf%"^/I°"»<'. "f'erm
acts which Great Britain relt/ ,°* Amsterdam for tho
British government eve^'ronabrs ^T'™''

'" S'™ *" *i«
»ot the slightest grounTfor-ut,!''^"'""'^'''^ to leave

-boaaweverythinfwith
the eye of 7p "J-.

/™° ^'-'-.
tbeir eonduet rather fair rl^^!

"" Englishman, thought
delay; and the British cabineft n

°°' """•'''' ^"'"^"o
»«om of the states ofl^^SllandT "' ""' P^'^^'"' '»•

tte approval of the king catnet a d *
^t<»-g»ncral, with

I'Pen the republic, nnlelt I u ''"'«™'™tlon to m.*e war
joining the northern eonU«e;"Cf^ ''"V"" ""P"- "'
""^ ^--» - eaken, JwJ^wSSra'^r^iS
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the republic would bo a war with a government without artiU
It-ry, " ui want of stores of all kinds, without fleet or army orany one possession in a state of defence." The memorial' to
the states-general was drafted by Lord Stormont himself andwas designed to conceal the real motives of Great Britain
under a cloud of obloquy relating to Amsterdam, and by de-mands impossible to be complied with. The memorial was
not to be presented if the ambassador had certain information
that the majority of the provinces would refuse to join the
maritime league of the North. " Wo do not wish," wrote
btormont, "to give a deep wound to our old and natural alliesOur object is to cure their madness by stunning them into
their senses."

On the sixth Yorico represented to the stadholder the op-
portumty of the republic for repentancp and amendment. The
prince, sli.-ugging his shoulders, answered: "I foresee con
sequences whi.h may bo fatal to my house and the republic "

1 orko replied that the stadholder might do a socondary and
passive kind of service by stari;ing difficulties and delaying the
fresh instructions to the ministers at Petersburg. The stad
holder answered

:
" England cannot impute a wish for war to

those who are for concluding a neutral alliance with Russia
nor blame a vote of convoy from which masta and ship-timber
are excluded." Yorke urged that the alliance with the North
was pushed by men of wariike views. The stadholder an-
swered

:
" The regents in general have not that view." Yorke

turned the conversation to the negotiation with America. The
stadholder observed: "I have reason to believe Holland will
J^ It ought to do, disavow and disapprove that transaction"
And give satisfaction too? " asked Yorke. The prince an-

swered: «I hope they will communicate their disavowal to
England. But he did not deny that the plurality of the prov-
mces was in favor of the connection with Russia on the terms
which that empire had proposed.

Just after this interview Yorke received from Stormont
an inquiry as to where blows could be struck at the republic
with the most profit, and on the seventh of Novemb-r Yorke
replied

:
« This country is by no means prepared for war. It

IS the fashion still to suppose a war against England impossi-
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1780. WAR OF r-niTALV OM THE NEn.ER,,A„M.
1>I0- Tho executivo nart of *l

;j
•^;';

along. As tTZuZll'ZTS'': '" '"^^" -^^-
West Indies, their own avo;vI n

'^*"*^™""*^ '» the East and

nime of tim moment." This L?!i i v"f*'"'"' '« ^^° gulden
Stormont on tl.o twelfth • and ' "'^' '''' ^«««'-«d by
ftatiua was secrelly sent forth.Wt^ IV^l ''!f

"^ *^ «^- ^^
Its guidance.

"^luwith to the Untiah admirtUty for
Already on the tenth Yorl-n i i

^- „„d vi„,»t„„ of" he'^2:f<^^"''en,of fho p„S
latterB lumsoJf that the anwor of ,

° ?•''?"" ^^" ""jestr

m »'lonoo 80 just „ 4«Tstwni h T '""P""'- ^o pasa over
""J-ty „U1 think M^7ob .od t'::?'

" ''™'"'' -" h^
como his dignity."

""«'"' '" '"^e such stops os bo-
Three davs after t).„ j i-

«»«»od it to be printed it
t™"^ ,"* ""' "•="«'™I. Yorico

fo; 'io English i TLJZTn^ f"
"'" P^'™'» ^-^^

"''on they themselves did not e,en '"'"'r'
^""

^'^-^^LP»»Pte in the towns under E„2^
''""« ^""'"^ '» WaL

BerekelandhisaoeomplieesLn^ !.'"""«"<=« ^'id: "Van
»»raall mob," wroteYoSr^ ?

""^ '"^'"^itW.' " "i?
«'- of Amsterdam wCn^Wne't L^']

" ""^'^^ «» "^P "

^^;jo»deeided. But '^ow p^^eZl^^^Jr^ffi^
fo-Zn^f^ tt^^-'Lraifrr '» ^-'- «» *^o
lespeeting all the vnlnen*,™S JT.

^' ''"'' information
too there still reigned amongCDL h' T."'"" ^' *>«"On the twenty-thirf the states „f mf T^''™'''' '" Peaoe.

approved whatever had been d ' f^u ^'^^'"'"^ »d dis-
agents of the town of A lerd ^ ^' ''"'gomaste™ and
-^h congress. The statet^t^^P^^'^g »'g»«««ons
and declared their wish to p^er™,rr1 *« disavowal,
^»«'»- i^ver, p.t .4rr;f^^orrdt?r
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current proofs that the cities, the people, every branch of the

government, all the ministers, desired to continue at peace.

The stadliolder, tne great partisan of England, thought that

the Dutch government had done enough to remove from itself

every suspicion.

Yet, on the first of December, Stormont renewed the de-

mand for the immediate punishment of the Amsterdam offend-

ers ; and on the fifth he asked of Yorke some ideas for a mani-

festo, for he was preparing " to send secret orders to seize the

Dutch settlements in the West Indies." Then, on the six-

teenth, before he even knew that his second memorial had been

presented, having been informed that on the afternoon of the

eleventh the states-general had resolved to make the declara-

tion required before admission to the armed neutrality, he sent

orders to Yorke " as soon as might be to quit Holland with-

out taking leave."

While Yorke was still negotiating at the Ilagne, British

cruisers pounced upon the unsuspecting merchant-men of their

ally of a hundred and six years, and captured two himdred ships

of the republic, carrying cargoes worth fifteen millions of guild-

ers. Four days at least before he left the Hague a swift cut-

ter was sent to Rodney at Barbados with orders, founded upon

the ambassador's letter of the seventh of November, to seize

St. Eustatius.

Suddenly, on the third of February 1781, the British West

India fleet and army, after a feint on the coasts of Mn-rtinique,

appeared off the island and demanded of De Graat, the gov-

ernor, its surrender within an hour. " The surprise and aston-

ishment of the inhabitants was scarcely to be conceived." Un-

able to offor resistance and ignorant of a rupture between Great

Britain and the republic, the governor gave up his post and its

dependencies, invoking clemency for the town. The wealth of

the island, which was a free port for all nations, astonished even

those who had expected most, " the whole of it being one con-

tinued store of French, American, Dutcli," and also English

^* property." In the words of Rodney :
" All the magazines,

the storehouses, are filled, and even the beach covered, with

tobacco and sugar." The value of the merchandise, at a mod-

erate estimate, considerably exceeded three millions of pounds
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Sterling. Besides this, there were taken in the bay npwards ofone hundred and fifty merchant vessels, a Dnteh^Sld
five sma lor vessels of war, all complete and ready for^X
tltfsi"t^«t?*''^"''''""°""'' '"'' «>» fehndX"
thirty-si^ hours before, were overtaken by a detachment fromEodney s fleet, and captured with the ship of sixty^s^Zwas tterconvoy The Dutch flag wa. kept flying» the idandand decoyed no less than seventeen vesJs into the portS|ts capture. Three hu-ge slaps from Amsterdam, laden with Si

Phef mZV'T:- "• ",*^'=^° ""'' """'^•^ »'» «*• Christ

"

pher. At St. liustatu^,m the order of sale, English stores wer;r form s sake, excepted
; but all propert; w<f seized I^d theconfasea ion was general, without discrimination between friend

LdS^tfrT"™''"'^""'"'"^''^'"^^'^"''.''^'-- Dutch

by the ling's solicitor -general in St. Christopher, Eodiievscorned to read, and answered : " The island of St. Eusta2
IS Dutch

;
everything in it is Dutch , everything is ^ide fteprotection of the Dutch flag, and as Dutch it shd1 be^W "

BesKles St. Eustatius, all the settlements of the repuSnSouth America were taken during the season. Of the Dutchpossessions in Africa and Asia, the undefended Cape of otdHope, as the half-way house on the voyage to India; the feeUv

BriWn.
° ^° """ '^'"''^^^^

"^i'"'' f-"- G-^at

The Dutch republic w.as relatively weak
; yet, if her finances

.V -e .mp.,ired, it was by debto contracted during her arS^h England and in rendering service to that power C
adrnmistration of Lord North lost its remaining influence on

LTT,1 '^"-P^ l-y *'-™^' and unjuttwar ™no nation had it any connection on the score of principle • tonot one was it drawn by regard for the higher interests of hu-inanity.
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CHAPTER XXrV

THE WAR m THE SOUTH. CLINTON AND LINCOLN.

1778-1780.

To trace events intelligibly in their connection, the war of
Great Britain on the Netherlands has been carried forward to
the ruin of their commerce in the West Indies. The plan for
th3 southern campaign of 1778 was prepared by Germain with
great minuteness of detail. Georgia and South Carolina were
to be reduced by detachments from the army of New York
and be held by the employment of their own militia ; the up-
land settlements were to be separated from the planters of the
low country; the one to be reduced by the terror of savage
warfare, the other by the fear of their slaves ; the city of
Charleston was in due time to be taken, and, on the appearance
of a small corps at Cape Fear, " large numbers of the inhabi-
tants," it was thought, " would doubtless flock to the standard
of the king," whose government would be restored in North
Carolina. But, for want of troops, the summer at the South
passed away in idleness. When in autumn two expeditions
of regulars and vindictive refugees were sent by Brigadier-
General Prevost from east Florida into Georgia, the one was
stopped at Sunbury, the other at the Ogeechee. The latter on
its return burned the church, almost every dwelling-house in

Midway, and all rice and other cereals within their reach ; and
they brought off negroes, horses, cattle, and plate. Screven, an
American officer, beloved for his virtues, was killed after he
became a prisoner.

Robert Howe, the American commander in the southern
district, returned from an expedition against St. Augustine
after the loss of one quarter of his men.

r u
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resistance to a disoinlino.i «^ i ,

grouna, Howe offered

.ban th^e times ZuttuTrhf' "T"*''' '»<' »"™
ninth of Deee.ube, aSh p'tjS b; 'at "^T"'^-a swamp, made a simultaneous aS o„^L /^"."^"Sb
front and rear, and drove ZmiZ Amencans in

With a loss of but twenlvfoSr^n 1^, ^ ^""'P'^ "^treat.

British gained theS of rJl^ ".'"'' """""^^ ^^
hundred prisoue™. Cawbefl ^r ?'*.'°'^ """" '^^ f""
habitants, but cni; onl^fl^T"^ ^'""^''°'' *» «>« in-

tbero^aU^vernirwirtSw, "^y would support

refusing to enlist in the RriZl
™ ^^^ ""P'"'^ ^'^iere,

prisonlips. to bl swent ,t f™'^' "^™ """^dod on board

submitted^ dete^iXS^^, W™' ""T
"'^'^'^

western parts of the state
^ *"' ^"™"1 ™ a'y'nm in the

ort it::°::'::peld'^i:t*:ir ^°«'' «-«-• ^-^
General Ben,iamf„ Lin^,'" XtTe T'Z' ffl'

"'^'^
most estimable • as a flnlHI.. t. ,

^^"^ ^^^^^ ^as
«on and in wi,,! T^^Z^Zt'lm'^'tt: " '^^'"^'^

Washington's eamp as a majorltral of mnv '^^T'^
*"

lowing Febniar^hewastrausfS Mt^ '"' '" ""^ ^'''-

and passed the ^nter Tt Mortstol f ,7""'°*^' ^^'"''^>

he was surprised by the Britkh1^7' ,
' 'P""' "^ ""

aurnmer he was se/t o the N^hluT^: ' TT"'-
'" *^

battle. Wounded hv <,%1°, ^^^ ''"''' P""* in any

Americans, he tftfteefTn't
^'^wbom he mistook for

less than J yea He I.T'^','"'™^'
^" '» ^^f™ service

fourth of Delembef 7 8 belt V""''"'*
''"^''' ^ '^^

Charleston. ' ^^ """'^'^ "P"" "'« command in

Augusta. The province of V^
V^"^P^^" *«<^k possession of

-eiyUTi: :tn^tunrd^r"K^A«r
tacbed two hundred men to Beaufort. M„„W !^t%
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alone to counteract the movement, rallied under his stand-
ard about an equal number of militia, and nine continentals.
Their enemy iiad the advantage of position; but, under a
leader whom they trusted, on the third of February they
drove the invaders with great loss to their ships.

The continental regiments of North Cai-olina were with
Washington ; its legislature promptly sent, under Ashe and
Rutherford, two thousand men, tliough without arms, to serve
for five months. The scanty stores of South Carolina were
exhausted in arming them. In the last days of January 1779
they joined the camp of Lincoln. The assembly of South
Carolina, superseding Rawlins Lowndes by an almost unani-
mous vote, recalled John Rutledge to be their governor, or-

dered a regiment of light dragoons to be raised, offered a
bounty of five hundred dollars to every one who would enlist

for sixteen months, and gave power to the governor and coun-
cil to draft the militia of the state and " do everything neces-
sary for the public good."

The British, having carried their arms into the upper coun-
try of Georgia, sent emissaries to encourage a rising in South
Carolina. A party of men, whose chief object was rapine, put
themselves in motion to join the British, gathering booty on
the way. They were pursued across the Savannah by Colonel
Andrew Pickens, with about three hundred of the citizens of
Ninety-Six

; and, on the fourteenth of February, were over-
taken, surprised, and routed. About two hundred escaped to

the British lines. Their commander and forty others fell in

battle, and many prisoners were taken. The republican gov-
ernment, which since 1776 had maintained its jurisdiction

without dispute in every part of tlie commonwealth, arraigned
some of them in the civil court ; and, by a jury of their fellow-

citizens, seventy of them were convicted of treason and rebel-

lion against the state of South Carolina. Of these, five were
executed.

The army of Lincoln was greatly inferior to the British in

number, and far more so in quality
;
yet he detached Ashe,

with fifteen hundred of the North Carolina militia, on separate

service. This inexperienced general crossed the Savannah at

Augusta, which the British had abandoned, descended the river

m
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oa the Sav^na^ T;™;f'='""P^".'"' P^-^'^ -t Brier crook

amused Lincoln by "a fo ^, 1 ^ t
^PP"""''- ^''= *"««h

turnod tl,oposiJ ofS an]\n'TT"?t"^'
^"™^'

fell upon bi3 party T ,«%! .•
"'"''' ^"^ °* ^aroh

number, alonoCdo a btvfdefetrt'^' "'v"'
'''^'^ »

ewamps and swimming ti.e s7vat°b f^, ( "f'l^
'^""^^

of tbo militia reioinod the aI!
' '"""'''"'^ ""'' "%

or wero captured.^rrotuted to ll" r^' "'^ '•^^' ''""^M
one fourth of th

"
o^'"™f r "T',^"""'-

'^'^ l'^'^'''^' '^'^

General Prevost
,! ILid n:^ of -T' '''= ="«-

Georgia. ""* "' "='"' goTCrnment in

April, suppo ed bv Indf 7- ^*" ""^ *^^"iy^'sm of

til ad^n'llrS^rioroltL-^7;:^ ^

r:iTL^sro?i*=brtT "%^^^™^^^^^

the town. Iloiame two ,1 . ,
"^ ''^ "PP'''"''''' before

the men of ChartetonTnf
^' °° '""'• "*™'' '^^ '">«'''t<«l.

well-plannodwS "„ the T^'l "^ """'^ "^ ^'l''™ bu^

with militia, anrMiurril V "h '?t
,''"*' ^""'^'^«= ""^^

true to him a. well aaT II h * 1 'f"'^
""" "''''"^'"''d

from the army JlLoin wl"?"' f ""^^ '"""''•'^'J »'="

Ashlej river PuLk^T ""'' ""= ^"''='' "^^d the

into Charleston
^ " """^^ """' ^''"'^ °-^' the Cooper

«onf:oI;;"'bT3:S7'°:ir"°""^™'-'="^ "-^ >-?-
of blacks^ Al ?andL H?Z ""^ '"^ """""^"^ " ^"S-'-^t
t.-e presidentTe:tfrnl^jrX-ft^^^^^
""^« very excellent soldie.. This n™ f:. „;J' rf.!!.?
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prejudice and self-interest. Contempt for the blacks makes us
fancy many things that are founded neither in reason nor expe-
rience. Their natural faculties are as good as ours. Give them
their freedom with their muskets : this will secure their fidelity,
animate their courage, and have a good influence upon those
who remain, by opening the door for their emancipation. Hu-
manity and true policy equally interest me in favor of this
unfortunate class of men." Two days later the elder Laurens
wrote to Washington

:
" Had we arms for three thousand such

black men as I could select in Carolina, I should have no doubt
of driving the British out of Georgia and subduing east Flori-
da before the end of July." To this Washington answered:
" Should wo begin to form battalions of them, I have not the
smallest doubt" the British would "follow us in it and justify
the measure upon our own ground. The contest then must be,
who can arm fastest. And where are our arms ?

"

Congi-ess listened to Huger, the agent from South Carolina,
as he explained that his state was weak, because many of its

citizens must remain at home to prevent revolts among the
negroes, or their desertion to the enemy ; and it recommended
as a remedy that the two southernmost of the thirteen states
should arm three thousand of the most vigorous and enterpris-
ing of the negroes under command of white ofllicors.

A few days before the British came near Charieston young
Laurens arrived, bringing this advice of congress. It was
heard in anger and rejected. The state felt itself cast off and
alone. Georgia had fallen; the country between Savannah
and Charieston was overrun ; the British confiscated all ne-
groes whom they could seize ; their emissaries were urging the
rest to rise against their owners or to run away. Many be-
gan to regret the struggle for independence. Moved by their
dread of exposing Charieston to be taken by storm, and sure
at least of gaining time by protracted parieys, the executive
government sent a flag to ask of the invaders their terms for
a capitulation. In answer, the British general offered peace
to the inhabitants who would accept protection ; to all others,
the condition of prisoners of war. The council, at its next
meeting, debated giving up the town; Moultrie, Liurens,
and Pulaski, who were called in, declared that they had men
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majority, WeateS by 'th a" "t"
"' "' °"'^™> *«

and arm elaves, "pr^p„3^ .nZ^vTr'' \^'^<^P^^
quo. ,ou whether the ,tate shd t,ol 1 r"^

'^'„''"-' *«
remam one of the United StL tlT ^. '*'" ^""''' »'
treaty of peace between the t!l

"J^tomiined by the
called npon to bear H,i, !

^'"'"'" ^'"^, beins
other w..; selected Ti^Tr* ^""^""^ ^«f«»«J. a-da"^
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Britain the strongly fortified island of Dominica ; but d'Es-
taing, with a greatly increased fleet and a land-force of nine
thousand men, came in sight of the island of St. Lucia just
as its last French flag had been struck to a corps of fifteen
hundred British troops. A landing for its recovery was re-
pulsed, with a loss to d'Estaing of nearly fifteen hundred men.

Early in January 1779, reinforcements under Admiral
Byron transferred maritime superiority to the British ; and
d'Estaing for six months sheltered his fleet within the bay
of Port Koyal. At the end of June, Byron having left St.
Lucia to convoy a company of British merchant ships through
the passages, d'Estaing detached a force against St. Vincent,
which, with the aid of the oppressed and enslaved Caribs, its

native inhabitants, was easily taken. This is the only instance
in the war where insurgent slaves acted efiiciently. On the
fourth of July, Grenada surrendered at discretion to the French
admiral. Two days later the fleet of Byron arrived within
Bight of the French, and, though reduced in number, sought
a general action, which the French knew how to avoid. In
the running fight that ensued, the British ships suffered so
much in their masts and rigging that the French recovered
the superiority.

To a direct co-operation with the United States, d'Estaing
was drawn by the wish of congress, the entreaties of South
Carolina, and his own never-failing good-will. On the first
day of ScptemDer he approached Georgia so suddenly that ho
took by 8urprif.e four British ships-of-war. To the government
of South Carolina he announced his readiness to assist in re-
ducing Savannah

; but he made it a condition that his fleet,

which consisted of thirty-three sail, should not be detained long
off so dangerous a coast. In ten days the French troops, though
unassisted, effecte i their landing. Meantime, the British com-
mander worked day and night with relays of hundreds of
negroes to strengchen his defences.

On the sixteenth d'Estaing summoned General Prevost to
surrender. While Prevost gained time by a triple interchange
of notes, Maitland, regardless of malaria, pressed through the
swamps of the low country, and, flushed with a mortal fever
caught on the march, brought to his aid eight hundred men
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the delight of the highest social circle; and at one of the
theatres was personated on the stage, leading a storming party

Lincoln repaired to Charleston, and was followed bj wliat
remained of his army

;
the militia of South Carolina returned

home; its continental regiments were melting away; and its
paper money became so nearly worthless that a bounty of
tweuty.five hundred dollars for twenty-one months' service had
no attraction. The dwellers near the sea between Charleston
and Savannah knew not where to find protection. Through-
out the state the people were disheartened, and foreboded its
desolation.

Now that the British held Georgia and Beaufort in South
Carolina, they might have gained an enduring mastery by
emancipating and arming the blacks. But the idea that slav-
ery was a sin against humanity was unknown to parliament
and to the mmistry, and would have been hooted at by the
army. The thought of universal emancipation had not yet
conquered the convictions of the ruling class in England. The
English of that day rioted in the lucrative slave-trade, and the
zeal of the government in upholding it had been one of the
causes that provoked the American war. The advice to organ-
ize an army of liberated negroes, though persisted in by the
royal governor of Virginia, was crushed by the eagerness of
the British officers and soldiers in America for plunder. In
this they were encouraged by the cordial approbation of the
kmg and his ministers. The instructions from Germain au-
thorized the confiscation and sale, not only of negroes employedm the American army, but of those who voluntarily followed
the British troops and took sanctuary under British jurisdic-
tion. They continued to be shipped to the slave-markets of
the West Indies.

Before the end of three months after the capture of S^
vannah, all the property, real and personal, of the rebels in
Georgia was disposed of. For further gains, Indians were
encouraged to bring in slaves wherever they could find them.
AU famines in South Carolina were subjected to the visits of
successive sets of banditti, who received commissions as vol-
nnteers with no pay or emolument but that derived from
rapme, and who, roaming about at pleasure, robbed the planta-
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Charleston was an opulent town of fifteen thousand in-
habitants, free and slave. Among tlioin were traders and
others, who were the representatives of British interests. The
city, wliich was not deserted by its private families, had no
great store of provisions. The paper money of the province
was worth but five per cent of its nominal value. The to^vn
like the country around it, was flat and low. On three sides
It lay upon the water; and, for its complete investment anenemy who commanded tljo sea needed only to occupy' the
neck between the Cooper and the Ashley rivprs. It had
neither citadel, nor fort, nor ramparts, nor materials for build-mg anything more than field-works of loose sand, kept to-
gether by boards and logs. The ground to b . defended within
the limits of the city was very extensive; and Lincoln com-
manded less than two thousand effective men. On the third
of Febniary 1780 the general assembly of South Carohna
mtrusted the executive of the state with power "to do aU
things necessary to secure its liberty, safety, and happiness,
except taking the life of a citizen without legal trial." But
the defeat before Savannali had disheartened the people The
southern part of the state needed all its men for its own pro-
tection

;
the middle part was disaffected ; the frontiers were

menaced by savage tribes. Yet, without taking counsel of his
otnccrs, Lmcoln, reluctant to abandon public property which
he had not means to transport, remained in the city.

On the twenty-sixth the British forces from the eastern
side of St. John's Island gained a view of the town, its har-
bor, the sea, and carefuUy cultivated plantations, which, after
tJieir fatigues, seemed to them a paradise. The best defence
of the harbor was the bar at its outlet; and ah-eady, on the
twenty-seventh, the officers of. the continental squadron, which
earned a hundred and ^rry ,,un. reportea their inability to
guard It. " Then," in the opinion of Washington, " the attempt
to defend the town ought to have been relinquished." But
Lincoln, mtent only on strengthening its fortifications, was the
first to go to work on them in the morning, and would not
re^rn till late in the evening. With the gims of the squadron
and Its seamen, he manned batteries on shore ; and ships were
sunk to close the entrance to the Ashley river.

^^
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Clinton, in this vainglorious waj, raised the number to five
thousand.

The value of the spoil, which was distributed by English
and Ilcssian commissaries of captures, amounted to about three
hundred thousand pounds sterling ; the dividend of a major-
general exceeded four thousand guineas. There wns no re
straint on private rapine ; the silver plate of the pin iters was
carried off; all negroes that had belonged to reb3l8 were
seized, even thougli they had themselves sought an asylum
witlnn the British lines; and at one embarkation two thousand
of them were shipped to the West Indies for sale. British and
Crerman officers thought more of amassing fortunes than of re-
uniting the empire. The patriots were not allowed to appoint
attorneys to manage or to sell their estates. A sentence 'of
confiscation hung over the land, and British protection was
granted only on the unconditional promise of loyalty.

For six woeks all opposition ceased in South Carohna
One expedition was sent by Clinton up the Savannah to en-
courage the loyal and reduce the disaffected in the neighbor-
hood of Augusta; another proceeded for the like purpose to
the district of Ninety-Six, whore Williamson surrendered his
post and accepted British protection

; Pickens was reduced to
mactivi^; alone of the leaders of the patriot militia, ColonelJames Wilhams escaped pursuit and preserved his freedom of
action. A third and larger party under Comwallis moved
across the Santee toward Camden. The rear of the old Vir-
ginia line, commanded by Colonel Buford, arriving too late to
reinforce the garrison of Charleston, had retreated toward thenor^Wt ox the state. They were pursued, and on the twenty-
ninth of May were overtaken by Tarleton with seven hundred
cavah-y and mounted infantry. Buford himself, a few who
were mounted, and about a hundred of the infantry, saved
themselves by flight. The rest, making no resistance, vainly
sued for quarter. None was granted. A hundred and thir-
teen were killed on the spot; a hundred and fifty were too
badly hacked to be moved ; fifty-three only could be brought
into Camden as prisoners. The tidings of this massacre, home
through the southern forests, excited horror and anger; but
Tarleton received from Cornwallis the highest encomiums.
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THE WAPw IN THE SOUTH. C0RNWALLI8 AND GATES.

1780.

R1VA1.RY between Clinton and Cornwallis already glowed
under the ashes. Clinton had written home more truth than
was willingly listened to; and, though he clung with tenacity
to his commission, intimated a wish to be recalled. Germain
took him so far at his word as to give him leave to transfer to
Cornwallis the chief command in North America.

In 17S0 all opposition in South Carolina was for the mo-
ment at an end, when Cornwallis entered on his separate com-
mand. He proposed to keep possession of all that had been
gained, and to advance as a conqueror to the Chesapeake.
Clinton had left witli him no more than five thousand elfective
troops in South Cai'olina, and less than two thousand in Geor-
gia; to these were to be added the regiments which he was
determined to organize out of the southern people.

As fast QB the districts submitted, the new commander
enrolled all the inhabitants, and appointed field-officers with
civil as well as military power. The men of property above
forty years of age were made responsible for order, but were
not to be called out except in case of insurrection or of actual
invasion

;
the younger men who composed the second class

were held liable to serve six months in each year. Hundreds
of commissions were issued for the militia regiments. Major
Patrick Ferguson, known from his services in New Jersey and
greatly valued, was deputed to visit each district in South Caro-
liaa, to procure on the spot lists of the militia, and to see that
the orders of Cornwallis were carried into execution. Any
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At the end of June, Comwallis reported that he had put an
end to all resistance in Georgia and South Carolina, and in

September, after the harvest, would march into North Caro-
lina to reduce that province. On hearing of the violence of
the British, Houston, the delegate in congress from Georgia,

wrote to Jay :
" Our misfortunes are, under God, the source of

our safety. The enemy have overrun a considerable part

of the state in the hour of its nakedness and debility
; but, as

their measures seem as usual to be dictated by infatuation,

when they have wrought up the spirit of the people to fury

and desperation they will be expelled from the country."

Patriots of South Carolina took refuge in the state on their

north. Among them was Sumter, who in the command of a
continental regiment had shown courage and ability. To
punish his flight, a British detachment turned his wife out of

doors and burned his house with everything which it con-

tained. The exiles, banding themselves together, chose him
for their leader. For their use, the smiths of the neighbor-

hood wrought iron tools into rude weapons ; bullets were cast

of pewter, collected from housekeepers. With scarcely three

rounds of cartridges to a man, they could obtain no more but

from their foes ; and with the arms of the dead and wounded
in one engagement they must equip themselves for the next.

On the rumor of an advancing American army, Rawdon
called on all the inhabitants round Camden to join him
in amis. One hundred and sixty who refused he crowded
during the heat of midsummer into one prison, though some
of them were protected by the capitulation of Charleston.

More than twenty were loaded with chains. On the twelfth

day of July, Captain Iluck was sent out with thirty-five dra-

goons, twenty mounted infantry, and sixty militia, on a patrol.

His troops were posted in a lane at the village of Cross Roads,

near the source of Fishing creek ; and women were on their

knees to him, vainly begging mercy ; when suddenly Sumter
and his men, though inferior in number, dashed into the lane

at both ends, killed the commander, and destroyed nearly all

his party. This was the first advantage gained over the royal

forces since the beginning of the year.

The order by which all the men of Carohna were enrolled
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Richard Ilenrj Leo proposed to raise and send twenty-five

hundred men to serve for three months in Carolina, and to be

paid in tobacco, which had a real vahie. IMajor Nelson with

sixty horse, and Colonel Armand with his corps, were already

moving to the soutli. The force assembled at Williamsburg

for the protection of the country on tlie James river consisted

of no more than three hundred men ; but they too wore sent

to Carolina before the end of the month. North Carohna

made a requisition on Virginia for arms, and received them.

With a magnanimity which knew nothing of fear, Virginia

laid herself bare for the protection of the Carolinas.

The news that Charleston had capitulated found Kn^h still

in Virginia. On the twentieth of June he entered North

Carolina, and at Hillsborough halted to repose his wayworn

soldiers. He found no magazines, nor did the governor of the

state much heed his requisitions or his remonstrances. Cas-

well, who was in command of the militia, disregarded his or-

ders from the vanity of acting separately. Yet, under all pri-

vations, the oflacers and men of his command vied with each

other in maintaining order and harmony. In his camp at Buf-

falo ford, on Deep river, while he was still doubting how to

direct his march, he received news of measures adopted by

congress for the southern campaign.

Washington wished Greene to succeed Lincoln ; congress,

not asking his advice but not ignorant of his opinion, on the

thirteenth of June unanimously appointed Gates to the inde-

pendent command of the southern army. He received his

orders from congress and was to make his reports directly to

that body. He might address himself directly to Virginia and

the states beyond it for supplies ; of himself alone appoint all

staff-officers : and take such measures as lie should think most

proper for the defence of the South. From his plantation in

Virginia, Gates made his acknowledgment to congress without

elation ; to Lincoln he wrote in modest and affectionate language.

He enjoined on all remnants of continental troops in Virginia

to repair to the southern army with all possible diligence.

Upon information received at Hillsborough from Huger

of South Carolina, Gates formed his plan to march directly

to Camden, assured of its easy capture. To Kalb he wrote

:

].Mj
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"Enough haa been lost in a vaia defonco of Charleston- ifmore ,s saenficed, the southern states are undone Ind thismay go nearly to undo the rest."
' '

Arming in the camp of Kalb, the first words of Gates

ITvZiZnmf '°""f'
'•^°°"'">™ded by a memorial oftto pr.neip.d olhcers, was by way of Salisbury and Charlotte

mnabital by Presbytenans wlio were heartily attached to thecause o. mdependence. But G.,tes, on the momTn. of thewen y-soventh of July, put what ho'called the " ™ud ly "
on Its march by the shortest route to Camden throuTh .

lT:~Lf"-^ -"'^ 0^-- ^-^ ^- '"iTftc

ma.r: Sn^n^o^ •::tSZf.Sh "^^ ''1
Colonel Portcrfield of Virginia, aH.^' t"ote^'XTadbeen sent to the relief of Charleston, and had found me^to suto his small command on the frontier of SouthCar"'r
of tlo^stth r"',"' *''"^r™"' *'P- -"-d *Stp-ot the South Carohnians, who were writhing under the inso-fence o an army in which every soldier was licensed pintde and every officer outlawed peaceful citizens at will TheBnfsh commander on the Pedee called in his detachmentsabandoned h,s post on the Cheraw IliU, and repaired to LodEawdon at Camden. An escort of Car;iinians,Cho 1. d bee^forced to take up arms on the British side, ro e a^ nst th^r
offleers and made prisoners of a hundred and s x BriS nv"Ms who were descending the Pedee river. A boat TZ

ormat,„„, fron. his camp on the Pedee he announced on thj

ltfriT'r*T'*''"' *- '"» tri„mpL™f a?d „!

niZh of

,

"^'^ ^""^ precipitation and dlsm.ay on theapp oach of lus numerous, well-appointed, and formidable armyOn the seventh, at the Cross Roads, the troops with Ga^ei

ZMlTZlf *!,''"^'' Carolina militia under clwell, and proceeded toward the enemy at Lynch's creek
TOL. v.—26
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In the following niglit that post was abandoned, and Lord

Rawdon occupied another on the southern bank of Little

Lynch's creek, unassailable from the deep, muddy channel of

the river, and within a day's march of Camden. Here he was

joined by Tarleton with a small detachment of cavalry, who

on their way had mercilessly ravaged the country on the Bb ^k

river as a punishment to its patriot inhabitants, and as a terror

to the dwellers on the Wateree and Santee. By a forced

march up the stream, Gates could have turned Lord Rawdon's

flank and made an easy conquest of Camden. Missing his

opportunity, on the eleventh, after a useless halt of two days,

he defiled by the right, and, marching to the north of Cam-

den, on the thirteenth encamped at Clermont, which the Brit-

ish had just abandoned. In the time thus allowed, Rawdon

strengthened himself by four companies from Ninety-Six, as

well as by the troops from Clermont, and threw up redoubts at

Camden.

On the evening of the tenth Comwallis left Charleston,

and arrived at Camden before the dawn of the fourteenth. At

ten o'clock on the night of the fifteenth he set his troops in

motion, in the hope of joining battle with the Americans at

the break of day.

On the fourteenth Gates had been joined by seven hundred

Virginia militia under the command of Stevens. On the same

day Sumter, appearing in camp with four hundred men, asked

for as many more to intercept a convoy with its stores on the

road from Charleston to Camden. Gates, who believed him-

self at the head of seven thousand men, granted his request.

Sumter left the camp, taking with him eight hundred men,

and on the next morning captured the wagons and their escort.

An exact field return proved to Gates that he had but three

thousand and fifty-two ra- k and file present and fit for duty.

" These are enough," said he, " for our purpose ;
" and on the

fifteenth he communicated to a council of oflicers an order to

begin their march at ten o'clock in the evening of that day.

He was listened to in silence. Many wondered at a night

march of an army, of which more than two thirds were militia

that had never even been paraded together ; but Gates, who

had the " most sanguine confidence of victory and the disper-
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ture, the worst on the weakest. The first Maryland brigade

at the head of which Smallwood should have appeared, formed

a second lino about two hundred yards in the rear of the first.

The artillery was divided between the two brigades.

Gates took his place in the rear of the second lino. IIo

gave no order till Otho "Williams proposed to him to begin

the attack with the brigade of Stevens, wlio had been with

the array only one day. Stevens gave the word ; and, as

they prepared to move forward, Cornwallis ordered Webster,

whose division contained his best troops, to assail them,

while Rawdon was to engage the American right. As the

British with Webster rushed on, firing and shouting huzza,

Stevens reminded his militia that thoy had bayonets ; but they

had received them only the day before, and knew not how to

use them ; so, dropping their muskets, they escaped to tlie

woods with such speed that not more than three of them were

killed or wounded.

Caswell and the militia of North Carolina, except the few

who had Gregory for their brigadier, followed the example

;

nearly two thirds of the army. Gates himself writes this of

them, " ran like a torrent," and he, their general, ran with

them. They took to the woods and dispersed in every direc-

tion, while Gates disappeared from the scene, taking no thought

for the continental troops whom he left at their posts iu the

field, and flying, or, as he called it, retiring, as fast as possible

to Charlotte.

The militia having been routed, Webster came round the

flank of the first Maryland brigade and attacked them in front

and on their side. Thongh Smallwood was nowhere to be

found, they were sustained by the resei-ve till the brigade was

outflanked by greatly superior numbers and obliged to give

ground. After being twice rallied, they finally retreated. The

division which Kalb commanded continued long in action, and

never did troops show greater courage than these men of Ma-

ryland and Delaware. The horse of Kalb had been killed un-

der him, and he had been badly 'n ounded
;
yet he continued to

fight on foot. At last, in the hope of victory, he led a charge,

drove the division under Eawdon, took fifty prisoners, and

would not believe that he was not about to gain the day, when

m
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Cornwall^ poured against him a pany of dragoons and in-

^s. "" '"' "'"' ""^'"" ""'*' '«-'^'«'' ^y ""h"

The victory coat tie British about (ivo hundred of their«t .-oops
;
" their great loss," wrote Marion, "

is equal to .defeat. How many Americans pcrislied on the field or 8n^rendered ,s not accurately known. They saved none of their
artilleo. and httle of their bagsagc. Except one hundred co^'
..nenta sold.e™ whom Gist conducted across swamps througlw ueh tl.e cavalry could not follow, every corps was'^dispe^I
The canes and underwood tlmt hid them from their pu^uer,
Eoparated them from one another.

Kalb lingered for three days; but, before ho dosed biseye
,
he bore an affeet,onate testimony to the oxempW con-

duct of the d,vs>on which he had commanded, and of whichtwo fifths had fallen in battle. Opuleut, and happy in his wifeand children, he gave to the United States his life and his example Congress decreed him a monument The British par-lament voted thanks to Comwallis.
Gates and Caswell, leaving the army without ordera, rodem all haste to Clermont which they reached ahead of all the

fBgitives, and then pressed on and still on, until, late in the
night, they escorted each other into Charlotte. The nextmormng Gates left Caswell to rally such troops as might comem; and himself sped to Hillsborough, where the North Caro-
hna legislature was soon to meet, riding altogether mor« thanwo hundred mite in three days and a half, Ld running awayrem his army so fast and so far that he knew nothing about

mmple "" °"" """"^ °°° ^'' """'^''' '"'

On the nineteenth, American officers, coming into Chai-
otte, placed their hopes of a happiertum of evenS on Sumter,
ho commanded the largest American force that now remainedm the Carolinas. His detachment had, on the fifteenth, cap-ured more than forty British wagons laden with stores andsecured more than a hundred prisoners. On hearing of the

misfortunes of "the grand army," Sumter retreated sMj and
arelessly up the Wateree. On the seventeenth he remained
through the whole night at Eocky Mount, though heTew
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that tho British wcro on tho opposite side of the river, and in

possession of boats and tho ford. On the eighteenth ho ad-

vanced only eight miles; and on the north bank of Fishing

creek, at bright raid-day, his troops stacked their arms ; some

took repose ; some went to tho river to bathe ; some strolled in

search of supplies ; and Sumter himself fell fast asleep in tho

shade of a wagon. In this state a party under Tarloton cut

them off from their arms and put them to rout, taking two or

three hundred of them captive, and recovering tho British

prisoners and wagons. On tho twentieth Sumter rode into

Charlotte alone, without hat or saddle.

! i'
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CHAPTEIl XXVI.

THE WAR m THE BOUTH. COKXWALU8 AND xriE PEOPLE OFHIE SOUTH-WEST.

1780.

Feom tl,e moment of bis victor,^ near Camden, CornwaUis
be mo the prme pal flg„re in the British service in An'riea-tl pr,do and delight of Gonnain. the desi^d eon.mande^
n^^luef the one man on whom rested the hopes of the minis-
try for the successful termination of the war
We are come to the series of events which closed theAmcncan contest and restored peace to the world. In Europe

tl,e 60vere.g,,s of Austria and of Kussia were ofTering the';

ng her resources for the conquest of Gibraltar; but the inci-

(xreat Bntan to America, had their springs in South Carolina.
Comwalhs, elated with success and hope, prepared for the

to .t allegiance. He appeared to believe that Korth CaroUnawould nse to welcome him; and was attended by Ma^ n .ts

Chnton to detach three thousand men to establish a post onIK Ch sapeake bay
; and Clinton knew too weU the wishes oftue Irtish government to venture to refuse

1
.

80 was a reign of terror. Professing to regard South Carolina

f
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aa restored to the dominion of George III., and accepting the

suggestions of Martin and Tarleton and their like, that severity

was tlie true mode to hold the recovered province, he ad-

dressed the most stringent orders to the commanuunts at Nine-

ty-Six and otlier posts to imprison all who would not take up

arms for the king, an^. to seize or destroy their whole prop-

erty. lie most positively enjoined that every militia-man

who had borne arms with the British and had afterward

joined tlie Americans should be hanged immediately. He

Bet up the gallows at Camden for the indiscriminate execution

of those among his prisoners who had formerly given their

parole.

The destruction of property and life assumed still more

hideous forms, when the peremptory orders and example of

Cornwallis were followed by subordinates in remote districts

away from supervision. Cruel measures seek and find cruel

agents ; ofiicers whose delight was in blood patrolled the coun-

try, burned houses, ravaged estates, and put to death whom

they would. The wives and daughters of the opulent were

left with no fit clothing, no shelter but hovels too mean to

attract the destroyer. Of a sudden the woodman in his cabin

would find his house surrounded, and he or his guest might

be shot, because he was not in arms for the king. No engage-

ment by proclamation or by capitulation was respected. The/e

wa3 no question of proofs and no trial. For two years cold-

blooded assassinations, often in the house of the victim and in

th.d presence of his wife and little children, were perpetrated

by men holding the king's commission. The enemy were de-

termined to break every man's spirit, or to take his life.

The ruthless administration of Cornwallis met the hearty

and repeated applause of Lord George Germain, who declared

himself convinced that " to punish rebellion would have the

best consequences." As to the rebels, his orders to Clinton

and Cornwahis were :
" No good faith or justice is to be ex-

pected from thorn, and we ought in all our transactions witli

them to act upon that supposition."

In violation of agreements, the continental soldiers who

capitulated at Charleston, nineteen hundred in number, were

transferred from buildings in the town to prison-ships, where



--
»2~-«"'«*f1

1780. COENWALLIS AND TnE SODTHEEN PEOPLE. 398

they were joined by several hundred prisoners from CamdenIn thirteen months one third of the whole number perish "iby mahgnant fevers; others were impressed into the British
serv,ee as manners

, several hundred young men were takenby ™lenee on board transports and forced to serve in a British

want. Of more than three thousand confined in prison-ships
all but about seven hundred were made away with

On the capihdation of Charleston, eminent patriots re-mained prisoners on parole. Foremost among these stood theaged Chnstopher Gadsden, whose nnselttsh love of eountrvwas a constant encouragement to his countrymen never to
JMcld. Their silent example i^trained the timid from e^changing their paroles for the protection of British subjects
.0 overcome this mfluenee, eleven days after the victo^ aiCamden, ho and thirty-six of his most resolute associated, in
flagrant disregard of the conditions on which they had sur
rendered, were early in the morning taken from their housesand beds and transported to St. Augustine. Gadsden and

^

The system of slaveliolding kept away from defensive ser-vice not only the slaves, but numerous whites needed tZZhem. Moreover, some of the men deriving their livelih^dfrom the labor of slaves, had not the courage to face the ideaof poverty for themselves, stUl less for tbdr wive and hil-dren. Many fainted at the hard option between sub^i
81011 and nun Charles Pinckney, lately president of th staCarolina senate, classing himself among tho«e who fmm thehurry and confusion of the times had been misled, ded"d tohow every mark of allegiance. Eawlius Lowndes who but afew months before had been president of the state of SonthCarobna, excused himself for having reluctantly given wavonecessity and accepted any test to prove that, Vfth the imrl"tamed dictates of his own mind, he now attached liiinseHto
the royal government. Henry Middleton, president of the totAmerican congress, though still "partial 'to a cause Ir^^^l
-« hud been so long engaged," promised to do nothing to keep

*l
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np the spirit of independence, and to demean himself as a

faithful subject.

But South Carolina was never conquered. From the mo-

ment of the fall of Charleston, Colonel James WiUiams, of the

district of Ninety-Six, did not rest in gathering the armed

friends of the union. From the region above Camden, Sumter

and his band hovered over all British movements. " Sumter

certainly has been our greatest plague in this country," writes

Cornwallis.

In the swamps between the Pedee and the Santee, Marion

and his men kept watch. Of a delicate organization, sensitive

to truth and honor and right, humane, averse to bloodshed,

never wreaking vengeance nor suffering those around him to

do so, scrupulously respecting private property, he had the

love and confidence of all in that part of the country. Tarle-

ton's legion had laid it Avaste to inspire terror ; and volunteer

pai-tisans gathered round Marion to redeem their land.

A body of three hundred royalist militia and two hundred

regular troops had established a post at Musgrove's Mills on

the Enorce river. On the eighteenth of August they were

attacked by inferior numbers under Williams of Ninety-Six,

and routed, with sixty killed and more than that number

wounded. 'Williams lost but eleven.

At dawn of the twentieth a party, convoying a hundred

and fifty prisoners of the Maryland line, were crossing the

great savanna near Nelson's ferry over the Santee upon the

route from Camden to Charleston, when Marion and his men

sprang upon the guard, liberated the prisoners, and captured

twenty-six of the escort.

" Colonel Marion," Avrote Cornwallis, " so wrought on the

minds of the people that there was scarcely an inhabitant

between the Pedee and the Santee that was not in ainns against

us. Some parties even crossed the Santee and carried terror

to the gates of Charieston." Balfour, the commandant of

Charleston, wrote home :
" In vain we expected loyalty and

attachment from the inhabitants ; they are the same stuff as all

Americans." The British historian of the war, who was then

in South Carolina, relates that "almost the whole country

seemed ur»on the eve of a revolt."

i ,..,i:
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The cliiefs of the Cherokees were at that very time on

their way to Augusta to receive the presents which were to

stimulate their activity. Aware of their coming, Clark, a fugi-

tive from Georgia, forced his way back with one hundred rifle-

men ; having joined to them a body of woodsmen, he defeated

the British garrison under Colonel Brown at Augusta, and cap-

tured the costly presents designed for the Cherokees. The

moment was critical; for Coniwallis, in his eagerness to draw

strength to his own army, had not left a post or a soldier be-

tween Augusta and Savannah, and the alienated people had

returned most reluctantly to a state of obedience. With a

corps of one hundred provincials and one hundred Cherokees,

Brown maintained a position on Garden Hill for nearly a week,

when he was rescued by Cruger from Ninety-Six. At his

approach, the Americans retired. On the pursuit, some of

them were scalped and some taken prisoners. Of the latter.

Captain Ashby and twelve others were hanged under the eyes

of Brown ; thirteen who were delivered to the Cherokees were

kill d by tortures, or by the tomahawk, or were thrown into

fires. Thirty in all were put to death by the orders of Brown.

Cruger desired to waylay and capture the retreating party,

and Ferguson eagerly accepted his invitation to join in the

enterprise. Cruger moved with circumspection, taking care

not to be led too far from the fortress of Ninety-Six ;
Fergu-

son was more adventurous, having always the army of Com-

wallis on his right. Near the Broad river his party encoun-

tered Macdowell with one hundred and sixty militia from

Burk and Eutherford counties in North Carolina, pursued

them to the foot of the mountains, and left them no chance of

safety but by fleeing beyond the Alleghanies.

During these events Cornwallis encountered no serious

impediment till he approached Charlotte. There his van was

driven back by the fire of a small body of mounted men, com-

manded by Colonel William Richardson Davie of North Caro-

lina. The general rode up in person, and the American party

was dislodged by Webster's brigade ; but not till the mounted

Americans, scarcely forty in number, had for several minutes

kept the British army at bay.

From Charlotte, Cornwallis pursued his course toward

<rU



irso. OORNWALLIS AND THE SODinEEN PEOPLE. 897
Salisbury. Meantime, the fugitives under MacdoweU recount-ed the sorrows of their families to the emigmnt freeZ onthe Watauga, among whom slavery was scarcely knouT Thebackwoodsmen, though remote from the worldflove th ir fet

whohadId^?".r™''^.^''* """"S^- T''«y f»'t for those

me suppliants to tliar homes, and for that purpose formed^jemselves mto regiments under Isaac Shelby and JohnSe™ rShelby despatched a messenger to William Campbell on heforks of llolston; and the fleld-offlcc:. of south-Ctem Vh-gm,a unammousy invited him, with four hundred ,^n to

tod 'o"f NoTr '?• ^ "^'r™ ^^" *» Colonel Cleave!land of North Carohna: and all were to meet at Burk countvcourt-house, on the watera of the Catawba.
^

The three regiments from the west of fl,„ sit„ i, •

under Campbell, Shelby, and Sevier, Int the Norfh ctS
£ug,t.ves under Macdowel!, assembled on the twentyS^hof

fS™" ^'™*". """ ""= ™^' ^y' -«•' ">an mountedon h,so™ horse, armed with his own rifle, and carrying hisown store of provisions, they began the ride over the mou^
urns, whemhe passes through the Alloghanies are thet^-
«t. Kot even a bndle-patb led through the forest, nor wasthere a house for forty miles between Ihe Watauga\nd ZCa aw-ba. The men left their families in secluded vXrdistant one from the other, exposed not only to partfesTf
royalists, but of Indians. In the evening of tlfe thir&th thevformed a junction with the regiment oi Colonel Beniam n

St rthc't'"^
"' ."'^" ''™'^-'' "-^ «% -»W

^, A r "* °'"'°"'' »f ^^''"«» ™<i Sii-i-y. The nextday Macdowell was despatched to request Gatesi send th mgeneral officer
;
" till he should arrive, Campbell was chosento act as commandant."

v^uoben

foot of the Alleghames, and had spread the terror of invasion

KutrrTf -*T'^7
toward Corn.vallis b, a r dfrom Buffalo ford to lung's Mountam, which offered groundfor a strong encampment. Of the parties against him he thuswrote to Cornwalhs • " Th-v nr- 1 - i

" "^ ^'^^^— >.ajiiH. in-^j, aru bucumo an object of conse-

\r j^
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quenco. I sliould hope for success against tlicin niysolf ; but

numbers compared, that must bo doubtfuh Three ur four

hundred good soldiers, part dragoons, would linish the busi-

ness. Something must be done soon. This is their last ])ush

in this quarter."

On receiving the letter, Comwallis ordered Tarleton to

march with the light infantry, the British legion, and a three-

pounder to his assistance.

At that time Cv lonel James Williams was about seventy

miles from Salisb.n; , in the forks of the Catawba, with nearly

four hundred and lifty horsemen, in pursuit of Ferguson.

Wise and vigilant, ho kept out scouts on every side ; and, on

the second of October, one of them "rejoiced his heart" by

bringing him the news that one half of the whole male adult

population beyond the mountains were drawing near.

Following a path between King's ]\[ountain and the main

ridge of the Alleghanies, "the western army," so they called

themselves, under Campbell, already more than thirteen hun-

dred strong, marched to the Cowpens on Broad river, where,

on the evening of the sixth, they were joined by Williams

with four hundred men. From AV' illiams they learned nearly

where Ferguson's party was encamped ; and a council of the

principal officers decided to go that very night to strike them

by surprise. For this end they picked out nine hundred of

their best horsemen ; at eight o'clock on that same evening

the selected men began their march. Hiding all night, with

the moon two days past its first quarter, on the afternoon of

the seventh they were at the foot of King's Mountain.

The little brook that ripples through the narrow valley

flows in an easterly direction. The mountain, which rises

a mile and a half south of the line of North Carolina, is the

termination of a ridge that branches from the north-west to the

south-east from a spur of the Alleghanies. The British, in

number eleven hundred and twenty-five, of whom one hun-

dred and twenty-five were regulars, were posted on its sunnuit,

" confident tliat they could not be forced from so advanta-

geous a post," to which the approach Mas precipitously steep,

the slaty rock cropping out in craggy cliffs and forming nat-

ural breastworks along its sides and on its heights.

mi
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land's regiment headed Z • T' ^ 1'"' "^ Cleave

o.l.er rart%f cL»Tand's t*^"
"" T" ? *''" "'s'"- The

The post of extremT 1 ,„

™' ''?'"P'^<"' "'« '«ft wing.

f-oS
., ca;^,T4;rt o:i,:7grtt;;:tdt:r

the position of felon td't
""' '"" ""«^ ™"= "> P^

idgo in his roarS M .
"''P"'"" '"^''' ""'"'' "-o

tack in front i 1 Th
° ''"

"f
"'"'"' ""'"""" ''^•<' *» "t"

10 within a Iroro a mlf :?
'™*""' "™^" »''™"™d

discovorod.
'° °^ *''° ''""'"y ''«f»«= they wore

clinSgZ'nTnST '"f" "^ ^^'"P'^»» -" Shelby,

the hardier make tm' a/?'"
*''' ''"''='^-

^''^'"'^' " "» »

out for dannttenes 1 StT„7 ,"'" f™"- -g'^"
.an „d. had bnt on;^4 '^^t,Z^^^L:!Z^
tn' a,SMrx„rr„trrb"^^""^'^^'-^^''^™^^
give way for a short d.'stencebu™ Sr^'^'

""" """^^"^ ">

their gallant con.mandcr and som of hi"7 "° «
"'"""'^ ''^

".=,^™od to ti. attack witi! aSol':.,: "™
*^'^'" "-"^

^ogime^tx:: ;r:' f!!?'
""

"f .r*
'^^ '> p^* "^ s»™^»

ish for t n m nuL wilt,
"""/"''^ *'^'"" "'"' "- E"'"

An,erieans aSg^p™ '^.oifLr 'f ™^' "^ '"^

became general all around" plrfif! «
"''""' '""^ ""^

«- on both sides wXty nnrIt'i:ZTT^ ""^

-inene:;':„d^^;:s ti^rfTe^S '"^ ^T" "^ *^
We. For^,son having be™ tLft "° '""«'' '*'"^-

retrcat alon- the ton .rr i ' ^ """""^ attempted to

held in cheek bv th?, "''f '
''"*' ""*"« themselves

Captain tlyCt^" '"°"
"v

^^'"'™^ ""<• C'^-^'^"''.

a m^. I he faring immediately ceased ; the enemy laid
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down tliclr arms and surrendered themselves prisoners at dis-

cretion.

The loss of the British on that day was at least eleven

hundred and four. Four hundred and lifty-six of them were

either killed, or too severely wounded to leave the ground

;

the number of prisoners was six hundred and forty-eight. On

the American side the regiment of Campbell suffered more

than any other in the action ; the total loss was twenty-eight

killed and sixty wounded. Among those who fell was Colonel

James Williams of Ninety-Six, a man of an exalted character,

of a career brief but glorious. An ungenerous enemy revenged

themselves for his virtues by nearly extirpating his family

;

they could not take away his right to be remembered by his

country with honor and affection to the latest time.

Among the captives there were house-burners and assassino.

Private soldiers—who had witnessed the sorrows of children

and women, robbed and wronged, shelterless, stripped of all

clothes but those they wore, nestling about fires kindled on

the ground and mourning for their fathers and husbands—exe-

cuted nine or ten in retaliation for the frequent and barbarous

use of the gallows at Camden, Ninety-Six, and Augusta ; but

Campbell at once intervened, and in general orders, by threat-

ening the delinquents with certain and effectual punishment,

secured protection to the prisoners.

Just below the forks of the Catawba the tidings of the de-

feat reached Tarleton ; his party in all haste rejoined Cornwal-

lis. The victory at King's Mountain, which in the spirii of

the American soldiers was like the rising at Concord, in its ef-

fects like the successes at Bennington, changed the aspect of

the war. The loyalists of North Carolina no longer dared rise.

It fired the patriots of the two Carolinas with fresh zeal. It

encouraged the fragments of the defeated and scattered Amer-

ican army to seek each other and organize themselves anew.

It quickened the North Carolina legislature to earnest efforts.

It inspirited Virginia to devote her resources to the country

south of her border. The appearance on the frontiers of a nu-

merous enemy from settlements beyond the mountains, whose

very names had been unknown to the British, took Comwallis

by surprise, and their success was fatal to his intended expedi-
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tion He had hoped to step with ease from one Carolina totlie other, and from these to the conquest of Virginia • Td hehad now no choice but to retreat.

^ '
^

On the evening of the fourteenth his troops began theirmarch back from Charlotte to the Catawba ford. The menof Mecklenburg and Rowan counties had disputed his advan^they now harassed his foraging parties, intercepted his de-patches and cut off his communications. Soldiers of thern htia hung on h,s rear. Twenty wagons were capturedladen with stores and the knapsacks of the light infantry
legion. Smgle men would ride within gunshot of the retreaTmg army, discharge their rifles, and escape.

The Catawba ford was crossed with difficulty on accountof a great fall of rain. For two days the royal forL remainTd
in the Catawba settlement, Cornwallis suffering from feverthe army rom want of forage and provisions. The commindon the retreat fell to Rawdon. The soldiers had no t"lFor several days it rained incessantly. Waters and deep mudchoked the roads. At night the army bivouacked in thewoods m unwholesome air; sometimes without meat- at
others, without bread. Once for five days it lived upon In-
dian corn gathered from the fields, five ears being the day's
allowance for two soldiers. But for the personal exertions of
lie mihtia, most of whom were mounted, it would not have
been supported. After a march of fifteen days it encamped

aLi^Tnel Sk
''''

^"^^^^^^iate station between Camden

All the while Marion had been on the alert. Two hundred
tones had been sent in September to surprise him

; and with
fifty-three men he first surprised a part of his pursuers, and
hen drove the main body to flight. At Black Mingo, on the
twenty-eighth, he made a successful attack on a guard of sixty
mihtia,and took prisoners those who were under its escort
llie British were burning houses on Little Pedee, and he per
mitted his men of that district to return to protect their wives
and families; but he would not suffer retaliation, and wrote
^vlth truth

:
" There is not one house burned by my ordera

or by any of my people. It is what I detest, to distress poorwomen and children."
^
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''I most sincerely hope you will get at Mr. ;Marion," wrote
Cornwallis on the fifth of November, as he despatched Tarlo-

ton in pursuit of him. This officer and his corps set fire to all

the houses, and destroyed all the com from Camden down to

Nelson's ferry ; he beat the widow of a general officer because

fiho could not tell where Marion was encamped, burned her

dwelling, laid waste everything about it, and did not leave her
a change of raiment. The hue of their march could bo traced

by groups of houseless women and children, once of ample
fortune, sitting round fires in the open air.

As for Marion, after having kept his movements secret

and varied his encampment every night, his numbers in-

creased
; then selecting a strong post " within the dark mo-

rass," he defied an attack. But just at that moment new dan-
gers impended from another quarter.

Sumter had rallied the ]mtriots in the country above Cam-
den, and in frequent skirmishes kept the field. Mounting his

partisans, he intercepted British su|^i3lies of all sorts, and sent

parties within fourteen miles of Winnsborough. Having as-

certained the number and position of his troops, Cornwallis
despatched a party under Major Wemyss against him. After
a march of twenty-four miles with mounted infantry, Wemyss
reached Fishdam on Broad river, the camp of General Sumter,
and at the head of his corps charged the picket. The attack

was repelled; he himself was wounded and taken prisoner.

A memorandum was found upon him of liouses burned by his

command. He had hanged Adam Cusack, a Carolinian, who
had neither given his parole, nor accepted protection, nor served
in the patriot army

;
yet his captors would not harm a man

who was their prisoner.

The position of the British in the upper country became
precarious. Tarleton was suddenly recalled from the pursuit
of Marion and ordered to take the nearest path against Sumter,
who had passed the Broad river, formed a junction with Clark
and Brennan, and threatened Ninety-Six. One regiment was
sent forward to join him on his march ; another followed for

his support. Apprised of Tarieton's approach, Sumter posted
himself strongly on the plantation of Blackstock. At five in

the afternoon of the twentieth of November, Tarleton drew
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arion," wrote
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near in advance of his light infan tr,. ; and with two hundredand fifty mounted men he made a precipitate attart I? « . S^
superior force. The hilkide in fronfof (^1 A.„ •

" '^^

steep
;
their .ar woa protected ^yZ^i,t.tTZTZt

vcrv small • hnf h.',/ i • ^^'^^J f •
^^'^ ^""^ ^^ ^uinter was

By the lavish distribution of presents, the Indian agents obtamed promises from the chiefs of twenty-five hundrl Chet'kees, and a numerous body of CrPPl-« fn i "°^^ff
^^^^^

monts on the Watauga, Uc^ton^ltZ,) Z"Z^
nvcrs, tiiat the attention of the mountaineers miglit bo divertedto their own immediate concerns. Comwallis^gave orfltothe remforeement of three thousand sent by Clitontt?th!
Chesapeake to embarlv- for Cane Fear riv/. « 7^ ,

.

rj.t attempt to penetrate to V-gnfa!VeT. dHrntckt
IranlT 77, ^' *'^ «^"^^-" -^ -tlweste'r^people

,

and the unwholesome exhaJations of autumn swentmen from every garrison in the low country fastei th^SBntain could replace them
^ ^'®'^' r^H
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CIIArTEE XXYII.

THE RISE OF FREE COMMONWEALTHS.

1780.

Freedom is of all races and of all nationalities. It is older

than bondage, and over rises from the enslavements of violence

or custom or abuse of power; for the rights of man spring

from eternal law, are kept alive by the persistent energy of

constant nature, and by their own indestructibihty prove their

lineage as the children of omnipotence.

In an edict of the eighth of August 1770, Louis XVI. an-

nounced " his regret that many of his subjects were still with-

out personal liberty and the prerogatives of property, attached

to the glebe, and, so to say, confounded with it." To all serfs

on the estates of the crown ho therefore gave back their free-

dom, lie had done away with torture, and he wished to efface

every vestige of a rigorous feudalism ; but he was restrained

by his respect for the laws of property, which he held to be

the groundwork of order and justice. "While the delivering

up of a runaway serf -was in all cases forbidden, for emancipa-

tion outside of his own domains he did no more than give

leave to other proprietors to follow his example, to which even

the clergy declined to confoi-m. But the words of the king

spoken to all France deeply branded the wrong of keeping

Frenchmen in bondage to Frenchmen.

In Overyssel, a province of the Netherlands, Baron van

der Capellen tot den Pol, the friend of America, sorrowed

over the survival of the ancient system of villeinage ; and, in

spite of the resistance and sworn hatred of almost all the no-

bles, he, in 1782, brought about its complete abohtion.
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hope oven f„, ITl'o^Cof ifo ^do"in ^.fv
"""1""" ?^

aimed at establishing rt«uIation7L ih f™''/"<' ""'^

able transnortitio,,
nguiationa for tbcir Bafo and comfort-

was ev"rb*2iaio%r „:"?''' *n"° °™ °* «-»
wj* bin, on e,nt;t.;:;S r^ntL: SfoTlt:^
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~ir^ i^
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and of Blavery, but it was rejected by the congress of 177C in

deference to South Carolina and Georgia. The antagonism

between the northern and southern states, founded on cli-

mate, pursuits, and labor, broke out on the first effort to

unite them permanently. When members from the North

spoke freely of the evil of slavery, a member from South

Carolina answered that, " if property in slaves should be ques-

tioned, there must be an end of confederation." In the same

month the vote on taxing persons claimed as property laid bare

the existence of a geographical division of parties, the states

north of Mason and Dixon's lino voting compactly on the one

side, and those south of that line, which were duly represented,

on the other.

The clashing between the two sections fastened the atten-

tion of reflecting observers. In August 1778, Gerard, soon

after his reception at Philadelphia, reported to Vergennes:

" The states of the South and of the North, under existing

subjects of division and estrangement, are two distinct parties,

which at present count but few deserters. The division is

attributed to moral and philosophical causes." He further

reported that the cabal against Washington found supporters

exclusively in the North.

The French minister desired to repress the ambition of

congress for the acquisition of territory, because it might

prove an obstacle to connection with Spain; and he found

support in northern men. Their hatred of slavery was not an

impulse of feeling, but an earnest conviction. No one could

declare himseK more strongly for the freedom of the negro

than Gouvemeur Morris of New York, a man of business and

a man of pleasure. His hostility to slavery brought him into

some agreement with the policy of Gerard, to whom, one day

in October, he said that Spain would have no cause to fear

the great body of the confederation, for reciprocal jealousy

and separate interests would never permit it? members to unite

against her ; that several of the most enlightened of his col-

leagues were struck with the necessity of establishing a law " de

coercendo imperio," setting bounds to the American empire

;

that the provinces of the South already very much weakened the

confederation; that further ^ ^tension on that side would im-
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measurably angment this inconveuienoo

; that the South was thesoat of wealth and of weakness; that the poverty and ZlottbeNorth would always be the safeguard it theLnbll^ thaton the s,de of the North lay the necessity to exLd aLd togam strong h; that the navigation of the Missi^ppi below th^mouth of the Ohio should belong exelusively to Spain,^ U^eonly means o retaining the nmnerons population which wouldbe formed between the Ohio and tl>e lakes; that the inhS
ant^^of these ne>. and immense countries, be they EnghZ^be hey Ameneans, having the outlet of the river St.Wen^on the one s.de and that of the Mississippi on the other, wonUbe m a condition to domineer over the United States a^d overSp.-.m, or to make themselves independent-that on this oJnlthere was, therefore, a common interest. Some d™ ad of "heela ,ve increase of the South may have mixed with aeTmnat.ent earnestness with which two at least of the New FlZd
totes demanded the acquisition of Nova Scotia as incUspfrfble to their safety, and therefore to be sccnrcd at the moiSt,on with England. The leader in this pohcy w^'srmuelAdams, whom the French minister always found in WZjThe several states employed black men as they plca^d •

It ™s he rule that the slave who served in the ranks wa^enfranchised by the service. When, in March 1779, conU^
TdTu'; IfeTTr' '""* ^"^'"^''

'» raise threeir

Toppled v™r;^;fe T'.'Z'T
-'=°™'^^«»-

™: . c T

i"oiiiise 01 a full compensation to the nro-prietors of such negroes for the property."
^

So long as Jefferson was in congress, he kept Tirrinia andMassachusetts in a close and nnselfish union, of whrch thennanmious .assertion of independence was th; f uir WI en
1
e wi hdiew to service in his native commonwealth, th p- friendship lost something of its disinterestedness. V rril ,nadfosed Its discontent by successive changes in itsTLltion"and the two great states came more and r^oretotTZl

drtEerent classes of culture and ideas and interests.
'

in 1
,
79, wuen the prosperity of New England was thom^hfdepend on the fisheries, and when its pafhetierpe^ founmmgled with menaces, had been used prodieallvTd ;,>hout cflEect. Samuel Adau^" --d --".. ,,^", ?„."«"'V ^^ ™"i-

ud.n., „,„a i«3,uy tuat ••It would become

Mil
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more and more necessary for the two empires to separate."

On the other hand, when the North oifered a preliminary reso-

lution that the country, even if deserted by France and Spain,

would continue the war for the sake of the fisheries, four states

read the draft of a definitive protest.

In the assertion of the sovereignty of each separate state

there was no distinction between North and South. Massachu-

Betts expressed itself as absolutely as South Carolina. As a

consequence, the confederation could contain no interdict of

the slave-trade, and the importation of slaves would therefore

remain open to any state according to its choice. When, on

the seventeenth of June 1779, a renunciation of the power to

engage in the slave-trade was proposed as an article to be

inserted in the treaty of peace, all the states, Georgia alone

being absent, refused the concession by the votes of every

member except Jay and Gerry.

Luzerne, the French envoy who succeeded Gerard, soon

came to the conclusion that the confederacy would run tlie risk

of an early dissolution, if it should give itself up to the hatred

which began to show itself between the North and South.

Vermont, whose laws from the first rejected slavery,

knocked steadily at the door of congress to be taken in as a

Btate, and \yashington befriended its desire. In August 1781

its envoys were present in Philadelphia, entreating admission.

New York gave up its opposition ;
but the states of the South

held that the admission of Veraiont would destroy " the balance

of power" between the two sections of the confederacy and

give the preponderance to the North. The idea was then

started that the six states south of Mason and Dixon's line

should be conciliated by a concession of a seventh vote which

they were to exercise in common ; but the proposal, though

it formed a subject of conversation, was never brought before

congress ; and Vermont was left to wait till a southern state

could simultaneously be received into the union.

In regard to the foreign relations of the country, congress

was divided between what the French envoy named " Galil-

eans" and "anti-Gallicans : " the southerners were found more

among the " Galileans ; " the North was suspected of a par-

tiality for England.
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any slave by land or sea, and ordered the emancipation of every

slave introduced from abroad. But the bill respecting resident

slaves, prepared by the commissioners for codifying the laws,

was a mere digest of existing enactments. Its authors agreed

in wishing that the assembly might provide by amendment

for universal freedom ; and it is the testimony of Jefferson

that, with the concurrence of himself, Pendleton, and Wythe,

an amendatory bill was prepared " to emancipate all slaves

born after passing the act
; " but the proposal was blended with

the idea of their deportation, and nothing came of it. The

statute drafted by Jefferson, and in 1779 proposed by Mason,

to define who shall be citizens of Virginia, declared the natu-

ral right of expatriation in opposition to the English assertion

of perpetual allegiance, and favored naturalization ;
but it con-

fined the right of expatriation and citizenship to white men.

In 1780, Madison expressed the wish that black men might

be set free and then made to serve in the anny. This was

often done by individuals ; but, before the end of the same

year, Virginia offered a bounty, not of money and lands only,

but of a negro, to each white man who would enlist for the war.

In May 1782, just thirteen years after Jefferson had

brouo-ht in a bill giving power of unconditional emancipation

to the masters of slaves, the measure was adopted by the legis-

lature of Virginia. Under this act more slaves received their

freedom than were liberated in Pennsylvania or in Massachu-

setts. Even had light broken in on Jefferson's mind through

the gloom in which the subject was involved for him, Virginia

would not have accepted from him a plan for making the state

a free commonwealth ; but there is no evidence that he ever

reconciled himself to the idea of emancipated black men living

side by side with white men as equal sharers in political rights

and duties and powers. The result of his efforts and reflec

tions he uttered in these ominous forebodings :
" Nothing is

more certainly written in the book of fate than that these

people are to be free ; nor is it less certain that the two races,

equally free, cannot live in the same government." In the

helplessness of despair, Jefferson, so early as 1782, dismissed

the problem from his thoughts with these words: "I tremble

for my country when I reflect that God is just, that his justice
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cannot sleep forever. The way, I hope, ia preparing, under theau^Pjces of heaven for a total emaneipatL/> II that timeWashmgton waa a kind and eon»iderate master of slaves. Byslow degrees the sentiment grew „p in his mind tl^t to holdmen m bondage was a wrong; that Virginia shonld proeeed
to emancpafon by general statute of the state; and thTtIf

Delaware, which on the twentieth of September 177Cadopted Its constitution as an independent sta e, had, in nro^port,o„ .ts numbe.., o.eelled aU in the voluntary ema^ctpat.on of slaves. Its eonstitutioa absolutely prohibited hemtroduetion of any slave from Africa, or any clave for salefrom any part of the world, as an article which " ought never
to be violated on any pretence whatever."

In the constituent convention of New Yort, GouvemeurMorns struggled hard for measures tendmg to aiolishZZ
tl%' ^ y ™ ^"""-^ "g^^ over/humau being who

r^man' Tir'
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"^^ "^^ privilege! ^f afreeman. The proposition, though strongly supported, espe-

calb' by the interior and newer counties, was lost by the v^te
of the comities on the Hudson. Jay lamented the want of

aIZhTT- ^ ""f™"-""
»f domestic slavery. Still, the

deoaaration of independence was incorporated hito the consti-
tution of New York

;
and all its great statesmen were opnosed

to slavery. All parts of the common law, and all statutes
and acts repugnant to the constitution, were ^brogatoi ^IZ
pealed bj tho constitution itself.

It has already been narrated that, in 1777, tho people ofVe^ont m separating themselves from the jurlsdietion ofNow York, framed a constitution which prohibited slaveryW ^X if'
''™''"' Livingston, the governor of New

Jersey, mvited the assembly to lay the foundation for the manu-

of the measure, the message was withdrawn. "But I am de-termmed," wrote the governor "ns fnr .. - t
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Christianity and humanity; and in Americans, who have

almost idolized liberty, peculiarly odious and disgraceful." Of

the two Jerseys, slavery had struck deeper root in the East

from the original policy of its proprietaries ;
the humane spirit

of the Society of Friends ruled opinion in West Jersey.

The name of Pennsylvania was dear throughout the world

as the symbol of freedom ; her citizens proved her right to

her good report by preparing to abolish slavery. The number

of their slaves had grown to be about six thousand, differing

little from the number in Massachusetts, and being in propor-

tion to the whole population much less than in New York or

in New Jersey. The fourteenth of April 1775 was the day of

founding the Pennsylvania society for the abolition of slavery,

the relief of free negroes unlawfully held in bondage, and the

improvement of the condition of the African race. In 1777,

in the heads of a bill proposed by the council, a suggestion was

made for ridding the state of slavery. The retreat of the

British from Philadelphia, and the restoration to Pennsylvania

of peace within its borders, called forth in its peopb a senti-

ment of devout gratitude. Under its influence, George Bryan,

then vice-president, in a message to the assembly of the ninth

of November 1778, pressed upon their attention the bill pro-

posed in the fonner year for manumitting infant negroes born

of slaves, and thus in an easy mode abrogating slavery, the op-

probrium of America. "In divesting the state of slaves,"

said Bryan, " you will equally serve the cause of humanity and

policy, and offer to God one of the most proper and best re-

turns of gratitude for his great deliverance of us and our pos-

terity from thraldom; you will also set your character for

justice and benevolence in the true point of view to all Eu-

rope, who are astonished to see a people struggling for hberty

holding negroes in bondage."

On becoming president of the executive council of Penn-

sylvania, Joseph Reed, speaking for himself and the council,

renewed the recommendation to abolish slavery gradually and

to restore and establish by the law in Pennsylvania the rights

of human nature. In the autumn of 1779, George Bryan had

been returned as a member of the assembly. In the commit-

tee to which on his motion the subject was referred, he pre-
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pared a new preamble and tlie draft of the law for frradual
emancipation; and, on the twenty-ninth of February 1780 itwas adopted by a vote of thirty-four to twentv-one. So Penn-
sylvania led the way toward introducing freedom for all
" Our bi^l," wrote George Bryan to Samtel Adams, "astoni
ishes and pleases the Quakers. They looked for no such be-

t^erianT''

'"'''^ ""^ ''''' """"^ 6^^^^°°^^^^, exercised by Presby-

The constitution of South Carolina of 1778 contained no
bill of righte, and confined political power exclusively to whitemen; from the settlement of the state, slavery formed a pri-mary elenient in its social organization. When Governor Rut-
ledge in 1780 came to Philadelphia, he reported that the ne-
groes offered up their prayers in favor of England, in the^pe that she would give them a chance to escape from slavery.
Lut British officers, regarding negroes as valuable spoil, de-
feated every plan for employing them as soldiers on the side
of England. In 1769, George III. in council "gave his con-

be' hnT ^'
. ?r^^''

''^'''''^ '^'^'^ ^'y ^' ^^^I'^r^d to
be chattels; and the war of the revolution made no change
in their condition by law.

^

The Puritans of Massachusetts permitted slavery bv law

fcITirr'n"''
*'' "^' '" *'^ ranks, certainly from

lOol to 16o0. Cases occurred where laws on marriage, adul-
ery, and divorce were applied to them ; and where the; were
allowed like others, to give their testimony, even in capital
cases. Color was no disqualification to the exercise of^suf-
trage. At the opening of the revolution William Gordon, the
Congregahonahst minister of Roxbury, though he declined tounsamt every man who still yielded to the prevailing preju-
dice declared with others against perpetuating slavery, a^dm November 1776, published in the "Independent cZt
ic e, a newspaper in Boston, a plan sent from Connecticut forUs gradual extermination out of that colony. In the samemonth and m the same newspaper "a Son of Liberty" de-manded the repeal of all laws supporting slavery, because they
were contrary to sound reason and revelation." In January

cou^'uTT.r^^'.t''' J"^"'^ ^^ petitioning the general
court "that they might be restored to that freedom which is
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the natural riglit of all men, and that their children might not

be held as slaves after they arrive at the ago of twenty-one

years." This petition was referred to a very able committee,

on which are the names of Sergeant and John Lowell, both

zealous for the abolition of slavery ; and Lowell was then the

leading lawyer in the state.

In Miiy 17T7, just before the meeting of the general court

at Boston, Gordon, finding in the multiphcity of business its

only apology for not having attended to the case of slaves,

asked for a final stop to the public and private sale of them by

an act of the state. Clothing the argument of Montesquieu in

theological language, he said :
" If God hath made of one blood

all nations of men for to dwell on the face of the earth, I can

see no reason why a black rather than a white man should be

a slave." A few weeks later the first legislature elected in

Massachusetts after the declaration of independence listened to

the second reading of a bill which declared slavery " without

justification in a government of which the people arc asserting

their natural rights to freedom," and had for its object "to fix

a day on which all persons above twenty-one years of ago then

held in slavery should be free and entitled to all the rights,

privileges, and immunities that belong to any of the b..ujects

of this state." A committee was directed to take the opinion

of congress on the subject, but no answer from congress ap-

pears on record, nor any further consideration of the bill by

the Massachusetts legislature.

Hancock, in his presidency, had shown proclivities to the

South. "When, on his resignation in October, a motion was

made to give him the thanks of congress for his impartiality

in ofiice, the three northernmost states of New England voted

in the negative, while the South was unanimous in his favor.

After his arrival in Boston, the two branches of the general

court saw fit to form themselves into a constituent convention,

for which some of the towns had given authority to their rep-

resentatives. In the winter session of 1778 the draft of a plaa

of government was considered. One of the proposed clauses

took from Indians, negroes, and mulattoes the right to vote.

Against this disfranchisement was cited the example of Pcnn-

sylvania. " Should the clause not bo reprobated by the con-
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vention," said an orator, « I still hope that thero will be fonnH

civil liberty and'the H^^^^ '''' *^° ^-"^^^- of

On the submission of tho constitution to the people obWtjons were made that it contained no deelaratirof ril^^^^^^that It gave the governor and lieutenant-governorselln /^senate
;
that it disfranchised the free ncrrrfaTrH vT ^

denounced through the press by thrhS'a^.'oo^^^^T£Avas, moreover, dissatisfaction with tho lo2w ?'
,

°

assumed constituent powers without ntl ^'?f
^"/"^^ t^r laving

Boston, while it roooZZIa.Z^^ZVrT '''^"^^^-

Tho history of the world confined no record of « ^.. iwhich m tho instifntm« ^* -4.

^i^coia ot a people

affirmative, a convention of deleo-ates w.« in ? ?
law, clcctod for tho sole pur^osf of f^^
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served for tlio members of a committee wlio were absent to

record their votes upon it ; and on the next morning they de-

clared " their full and free assent." A committee of thirty,

composed for the commonwealth at large and for each county

excepting the unrepresented counties of Dukes and Nantucket,

was appointed to prepare a declaration of rights and the form

of a constitution ; but the house itself continued its free con-

versation on these subjects till sunset of the sixth of Septem-

ber. The next day it adjourned for more than seven weeks,

that its committee might have time to transact the important

business assigned them.

On the thirteenth of September the committee assembled at

the new court-house in Boston. Among them were Bowdoin,

who was president of the convention ;
Samuel Adams

;
John

Lowell ; Jonathan Jackson of Newburyport, who thought that

the liberty which America achieved for itself should prevail

without limitation as to color ; Parsons, a young lawyer of the

greatest promise, from Newburyport; and Strong of North-

ampton. John Adams had arrived opportunely from France,

to which he did not return till November, and brought to-

gether in form and order the separate clauses of the constitu-

tion as they came from the convention. There are no means

of distributing its parts to their several authors witli certainty.

No one was more determined for two branches of the legisla-

ture with a veto in the governor than John Adams. To him as

much as to any other may be ascribed the complete separation of

both branches from appointments to office. To Bowdoin was

due the form of some of the sections which were most admired.

On the afternoon of the twenty-eighth of October the

committee appointed to prepare a form of government re-

ported a draft of a constitution ; and on the next day the con-

vention adopted the first article of a declaration of rights,

which was couched almost in the words of the constitution of

Virginia : " All men are born free and equal, and have certain

natural, essential, and unalienable rights, among which may be

reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their lives and

liberties ; that of acquiring, possessing, and protecting prop-

erty ; in fine, that of seeking and obtaining their safety and

happiness." The lawyers of Yirginia had not considered this
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pcoplo shook slavery from its garments as something that had

never belonged to it. The colored inhahitants, about six thou-

eand in number, or one in seventy of the population, bocanio

fellow-citizens; and, if any of them possessed the reciuircd

qualilications of age, residence, and property, their right to

vote admitted of no question.

The law of Massachusetts which established slavery had

not enumerated birth as or.o of its grounds, and many citizens

of the state were accustomed to say that hereditary bond-

ago had never existed in the land by law. The question

whether the now constitution had surely abrogated slavery

came before the courts within less than seven months after the

constitution was established. In Barrc, a town of Worcester

county, Quaco Walker, in April 17S1, left the service of Na-

thaniel Jennison, his old master, and found refuge and employ-

ment with John and Seth ('aldwell. Jennison reclaimed him

as a slave, beating him with a stick and imprisoning him for

two hours. Two civil suits ensued. Quaco brought an action

against Jennison, his former master, for assault ; and Jennison,

the master, brought an action against the Caldwells, who had

given refuge and employment to the runaway, for depriving

him of Quaco's services. The civil suits were brought, in

June, before the county court of common pleas, whose mem-

bers were selected from the justices of peace for the county,

and so were the natural exponents of the feeling and judg-

ment of the land. Not one of them was a lawyer. Moses

Gill, the chief justice, was brought up to be a shopkeeper,

and had been one ; Samuel Baker, one of the associates, was

a farmer in Berlin ; Joseph Dorr, the other, was a farmer

in Mendon, and in the late state convention liad served on

the committee for framing the bill of rights. In the first

case the verdict of the jury declared the negro to bo a free-

man, and assessed the damages which he had sustained at

fifty pounds. An appeal to the supreme judicial court of

the commonwealth was taken. In the suit of Jennison

against the Caldwells, Jennison obtained a verdict in his favor,

and a judgment for twenty-five pounds. The Caldwells ap-

pealed to the supreme judicial court, which was to hold a

terra at Worcester in the following September. The judges
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yet as a matter of expediency offering some indemnity to those

masters who had held slaves, passed the house, but in the senate

was only read once.

In the month of April 1783, the indictment of Jennison,

presented by the grand jury of Massachusetts, was brought to

trial before the supreme court of the commonwealth. 'WiiUam

Gushing, the chief justice, afterwards for many years an asso-

ciate justice of the supreme court of the United States, presided

at the trial, with Sargeant, Sewall, and Increase Sumner as his

associates. They all, and Kobert Treat Paine, the attorney-

general who had prepared the indictment, had been mem-

bers of the convention which framed the constitution, and

Gushing and Sewall and the attorney-general had been of

the committee which framed the declaration of rights. In

submitting the case to the jury, the charge of the chief jus-

tice was: "As to the doctrine of slavery and the nght of

Ghristians to hold Africans in perpetual servitude, whatever

sentiments have formerly prevailed in this particular, or slid

in upon us by the example of others, a different idea has taken

place with the people of America more favorable to the natural

rights of mankind, and to that natural innate desire of liberty

with which heaven, without regard to color, complexion, or

shape of features, has inspired all the human race. And upon

this ground our constitution of government, by which the

people of this commonwealth have solemnly bound themselves,

sets out with declaring that all men are born free and equal,

and that every subject is entitled to liberty, and to have it

guarded by the laws, as well as life and property-and, m short,

is totally repugnant to the idea of being born slaves. Ths

being the case, I think the idea of slavery is inconsistent with

our own conduct and constitution ; and there can be no such

thing as perpetual servitude of a rational creature, unless his

liberty is forfeited by some criminal conduct or given up hy

personal consent or contract."
*

,^ , . , t •

The jury upon their oath did say that Nathamel Jennison

• The case of Nathaniel Jennison for attempting to hold a negro as a slave

in Massachusetts in 1781, from the minutes of Chief J^f^'^
Cu«hmg vv.th an

by Horace Gray, then chief justice of Massachusetts, in the Proceedings of the

Mass. Hist. Soe. for April, 1874.



T. ; CH. XXVII.
1780. THE RISE Of FREE OOMMONWEAWDS.

421
w»s guilty and the court ordered him to pay a fiue of fortrshillings and cost of prosecution. ^

As to the rights of conscience, it was agreed that " reUrionmust at all tim^ be a matter between God and indliduar»
yet a

1 were excluded from office who believed that a forei™prelae could have a dispensmg power within the 00^weal h, and who would not ' disclaim those principles of^Srit.ual junsdiction which are subversive of a free^lernmet
established by the people." The legislatm-c and mIXX

public schools. andrrrf^h^lTnTt::^^^'
stitution was marked by the effort at a completH^Sion Sfl.0 executive, legisMve, and judicial powers,rarUmLbe a government of laws and not of men " For a power wf"out any restramt," said the convention, "is tyramiy^

The constitution of Massachusetts," wrote Count MatthieuDumas one of the French office.^ who served in Amerir

TifT^ "f;' '*™ ""<=" <»-» --' honor ttman

?

As f to leave to the world a record of the contrast betweenthe contending systems of government for colonists, thebSnumstry, simultaneously with the people of M^hnC
engaged in fomiing its model. Th^p^a^ of STettebetween the river Saco and tho <?f n •

^«*s8acnusett8

province, mider the nal <^f°Kew Snd" Thf""f
''

^ew England province its full development. The markedfeature of the constitution was the absolute power of the Britsh parliament; and to make this power secure for all eomfngme, every landlord on acquiring land, whether bygrantZmthe crown, or by purchase, or by inheritance, w^ bound tomake a tot declaration of allegiance to the king i^ hisTi^Ii!meat, as the supreme legislature of the produce 1^torney and solicitor genei.1 of Great Bri4 wore to reportv*a of the laws of England would of their own auth ritX
mght introduce by his proclamation. "It has been found,"

't^l'^^.^T^''^^ -P--ee, that the democtlefwcr k i.uuaummani m ail parts of British America." " To

" ' «
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combat the prevailing disposition of the people to republican-

ism," there was to be by the sids of the governor and council

no elective assembly until the circumstances of the province

should admit of it; but a middle branch of legislature, of

which every one of the members was to be named by the

crown ; to be distinguished by titles or emoluments or both

;

and, though otherwise appointed for life, to remain ever liable

to be suspended or removed by royal authority.

The lands were to be grantei in large tracts, so that there

mi'^'ht b3 great laadbrJs and a tenantry. The church of Eng.

land wa3 to b3 tho established church ; the country to b3 di-

vided into parishas, each with a glebe land; and the gover-

nor, the highest juJge in the ecclesiastical court, to present to

all benefices. A vicar-general with a power to ordain was to

open the way for a bishop. No provision was made for

schools or the education of the people. This constitution was

approved by the cabinet on the tenth of August 1780, and on

the next day by the Idng.

Here were the two models side by side. The one would

have organized self-government, the other arbitrary rule ; the

one a people of freeholders, the other of landlords and tenants

;

the one public worship according to the conscience and faith

of individuab, the other a state religion subordinate to temporal

power ; the one education of all the people, the other indiifer-

ence to their culture.

It remains to be related that in April of the year 1780 the

Methodists of the United States, at their eighth conference,

voted " slave-keeping hurtful to society and contrary to the

laws of God, man, and nature."
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CHAPTER XXVIII.

THE COMPLOT OF SIB nENKY CLLNTON AKD AKNOLD.

1780.

in tho7^"r""T'" '^ '^' ^"'^^^ '^^ ^--^«^- troops

)a Hi T^ *^'' ^"^*'^ ^^ l^S^ ^ere baffled by nn-wonted cold and deep snows. The Hudson and the E^tnver were covered with solid ioe, but Knyphauson provid^
for the safety of New York by forming battalions of the loyal
inhabitants and refuses. In May the continental troops be-tween the Chesapeake and Canada amounted only to seven
thousand men

;
in the first week of June, those under the com^mand of Washington, present and fit for duty, numbered but

three thousand seven hundred and sixty, and these congress
could neither pay nor supply with food.

On the twenty-eighth of May the official report of the smren-
der of Charleston was received. The refugees insisted that themen of J^ew Jersey, weary of compulsory requisitions of sup-
plies longed to return to their old form of government ; and
Lngl.sh generals reported so great disaffection among the starved
and half-clothed American officers and men that one half of
«iem would desert to the English and the other half disperse,
iiie moment seemed opportune for setting up the royal stand-
ard in New Jersey. Strengthening the post at King's Bridge.
and leaving only three regiments in New York, Knyphausen
lormcd nmeteen regiments into three divisions under Robert-
son, Tryon, and Stachenberg, with an advanced guard under
General Matthews. Of artillery he took eight pieces.

The army of Washington was encamped at Morristown.
Uu the east of the Passaic, the Jersey brigade under Gene-I

I-' Ml
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Maxwell was stationed at Connecticut Farms, and three hun-

dred of the Jersey militia occupied Elizabethtown. On the

sixth of June the British landed at Elizabethtown Point.

The brigadier who commandad the vanguard was early wound-
ed and disabled. Seven hours were lost in bridging a marsh
which stopped their way. On the morning of the seventh the

American militia, under Colonel Dayton, having had timely

warning, retired from Elizabethtown ; but, with the aid of the

country people who flew to arms, and of small patroHing

parties of continental troops, they harassed the British all

the way on their march of five or six miles to Connecticut

Farms. James Caldwell, the Presbyterian minister of that

place, was known to have inspired his people with his own
patriotic zeal. A British soldier fired through the window
of the room where Caldwell's wife was sitting with her

children, one of them a nursling, and shot her fatally through

the breast. Scarcely was time allowed to remove the children

and the corpse from the house when it was set on fire. The

Presbyterian church and the houses and bams of the village

were burnt down. In the winter the Presbyterian church of

Newark had been destroyed in the same way.

From Connecticut Farms, Maxwell, with a remnant of a

brigade, retreated to strong ground near Springfield, where he

awaited and repelled repeated attacks made by Colonel Wunnb
with a Hessian regiment which lost more than fifty killed or

wounded. An English brigade which arrived found Wash-

ington and his army formed in front of them on ground of

his o^vn choice. Knyphausen, though his army outnumbered

the Americans two to one, declined to attack; and at nine

o'clock in the evening he began a retreat to Elizabethtown

Point. An American detachment, sent at break of day in

pursuit, drove the twenty-second English regiment out of Eliza-

bethtown and returned without baing molested. The com-

mander-in-chief, in general orders, commended the conduct of

all who took part in resisting Knyphausen, and said :
" Colonel

Dayton merits particular thanks."

At this time a committee from congress was in the Ameri-

can camp, to whom Washington explained the hardships of his

condition. Congress had accomplished nothing for the relief
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or reinforcement of his army, and could not tell how fax theseveral states would comply with tl.o «quisitio.>s madelCWhile awardmg hberal praise to the miliaa of New JeiTWashington renewed to the committee his constant pleafo;regnlar troop,: " Perseverance in enduring the rigo,. of miUtary servic3 js not to be expected from those who are noTby

tion, IS totally inadequate to onr safety "

YoA°rr'
°'™''™* °f J'"'^. t™ days after his return to NewYork, Clmton repaired to New Jersey. He had at his dispositon nearly four times a, many regular trpops as we« oppCd

to him
i but he fretted at " the move in Jersey as prematC"and what he " least expected." With civil /ordsChe G^'r-man oftcers, he resolved to give up the e^edition ; but he cho^e

to mask his retreat nnder the form of a i^litary ianlnvre.
Troops sent up the Hudson river, as if to take the Amen-ds m the rear, induced Washington to move his camnTr,E^^kaway bridge, confiding the ,St at Short UiUotrbri"

third the British advanced in two compact divisions fromEhzabethtown Point to Springfield. The column"n the ZZ
o'e oirSfd-^rr^r ti:^ ^??^
forty minutes. Greene prepared for action; but the Britishchief, though his army was drawn up and began a helvycannonade, had no design to give battle; and a? four iTZ
retum._ All the way back to Ehzabethtown it w.is annoyed

fs *n"Ts not\" ^"'^™™ *'"^^''- -" -^^«a

™L-n3 Id a
77'^'''^' """"g *''« 'attor one colonel, two

c^SoShf tT rr*-,
^""^ Ehzabethtown Po,4t it

™ takent r?"^
""^ " '^"'^^ "^ ^'''' ^'^^'^ "' ""night

opportnityZoff""'"'™™ "l'™' "^'" '» ''•''™ - goodlnopportunity for offensive operations as that which he then re-

On the return of d'Estaing to France, he urged the Frenchnnmstry to send twelve thousand men to the TT^tJl s,^
"''

i
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the best way of pursuing the war ; and Lafayette had given

the like advice to Vergennes, with whom ho had formed

relations of friendship. The cabinet adopted the meas-

ure in its principle, but vacillated as to the number of tlio

French contingent. For the command, Count de Rochambeau

was selected, not by court favor, but from the esteem in which

ho was held in the French army. On the tenth of July, Ad-

miral do Ternay with a squadron of ten ships-of-war, three of

them ships of the line, convoyed the detachment of about six

thousand men with Rochambeau into the harbor of Newport.

To an address from the general assembly of Rhode Island,

then sitting in Newport, the count answered :
" The French

troops are restrained by the strictest discipline ; and, acting

under General Washington, will live with the Americans as

their brethren. I assure the general assembly that, as brethren,

not only my life, but the lives of the troops under my com-

mand, are entirely devoted to their service." Washington in

general orders desired the American officers to wear white and

black cockades as a symbol of affection for their allies.

The British fleet at New York having received a largo re-

inforcement, so that it had now a great superiority, Sir Henry

Clinton embarked about eight thousand men for an expedition

to Rhode Island. Supported by militia from Massachusetts

and Connecticut, the French longed for the threatened attack

;

but the expedition proceeded no farther than Huntington bay

in Long Island, where it idled away several days, and then re-

tumed°to New York. Of the incapacity of Arbuthnot, the

admiral, Clinton sent home bitter complaints, which wore little

heeded, for he was himself thought unequal to his position.

The sixth summor during which the British had vainly en-

deavored to reduce the United States was passing away, and

after the arrival of French auxiliaries the British commander-

in-chief was more than ever disheartened.

On the twenty-fifth of August, Clinton, knowing well that

he had in Cornwallis a favored rival eager to supplant him,

reported officially from New York :
" At this new epoch in

the war, when a foreign force has landed and an addition to

it is expected, I owe to -'^
• ountry, and I must in justice to

my own fame declare, th.. I become every day more sensible
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of tI.o uttor impossibility of prosecuting tho war in this co„n

^7r!::rf^=.r^tr;^ir^^^

f^ *i T X y '^ ' ^ ""* *"° addition of unhannv oxiIpcto tho list of peiieioncd rofuf>-eG8 A «.!..«« . '
"'^^^i^^ ^^^^^^

flm om», V •
1 J .

^^^u^Gcs. A glunco at tho returns of

iropolose of success in lionorabb warfare PImf^„' ,
to fraud aud corruption. WLilo An^Sd 1 "if 1

^1
ja P.,iljdo.p,.ia H^ e--agant°„^rif ,t'i'r^e'^L'
mo wmtu of 1778 to 1779 l,e was tal<en into tlie pay of Clin-ton, to wl.om lie gave intelligoneo on every ocLiu ,„1toward tl,c end of February iho he lot it be I<no,™ "; theBnt,sh eouunander^n-chiof that he was designs of e"Llwthe Amor, an sei-vieo for that of Groat Britain II a""Zpro erenee for the friends of the English in Pennsylvania

T

g.;stod the patriots. Tho council of that state, aft lb trh

t

removal from the command; and, having early in 1770 „;„„„mfonnatmn of his conduct, against their intentii tl cy bcrm"m accusers. Tho court-martial, before which ho .^Z^^,lon charges that touched his honor and integrity, dealt withum leniently, and sentenced him only to be reprimuded Iv
1,0 commander-in^hief. The ..primand was ma'r d"tl'thegrea est forbearance. Tho French minister, to whom Amo 'd

The plot reeoived tho wannest encouragement from Lordflcorgo Germain, who, towa,-d the end of SeptomW 17M

::y ;l
""•"" "''^^'

': ^'^-^-'^e^™ oiithingtisa™,y, the gainmg over offiecra of influence and reputationamong e troop, would be the speediest means of Su

W

tl.= rcbelhon and restoring tho tranquillity of Am„r;.„ v„"?

ill

1- }

'1!
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oommirtHion antliorizca yon to avail yonraclf of Riicli opportuni-

ties, and tho oxpcnso will bo cUoorfnlly Bubniittod to."

In 1780 tho connnand at WcHt Point neisdod to bo diungod.

Acting in concert with tho Britinh general and supported by

tho Now York delegation in congress, Arnold, pleading his

wounds as an excuso for declining active service, solicited and

obtained orders to that post which inchidcd all tho American

forts in tho Highlands. Sir Henry CMinton entered with all

his soul into tho ignoble plot. A correspondence of two

months ensued between him and Arnold, through Major

John Andres adjutant-general of tiie army in North Amorica.

On tho thirtieth of August, Arnold, insisting that the advan-

ta^es which he expected to gaiji for himself by his surrender

were "by no means unreasonable" and requiring that his

conditions should "be clearly understood," laid a idan for an

interview at which a pereon "fully authorized" was to " close

with " his proposals.

Tho rendezvous was given by him within the American

lines, where Colonel Sheldon held tho command; a!id that

ollicer was instructed to expect tho arrival " at his (piartcrs of

a person in New York to open a channel of intelligence." On

the same day Andr<5, disguising his name, wrote to Sheldon

from Now York, by order of Clinton :
" A flag wiU bo sent to

Dobb's Ferry on ]\Ionday next, the eleventh, at twelve o'clock.

Let mo entreat you, sir, to favor a matter which is of so pri-

vate a nature that the public on neither side can bo injured by

it. I trust I shall not bo detained, biit I would rather risk that

than neglect tho business in question, or assume a mysterious

character to carry on an innocent affair and get to your lines

by stealth." To this degree did tho British commander-in-

chief prostitute ills word and a flag of truce. The letter of

Andro being forwarded to Arnold, ho " determined to go as

far as Dobb's Ferry and meet tho flag." As he was approach-

ing the vessel in which Andr6 camo up the river, the British

gu^ard-boats, whose officers were not in the secret, fired upon

his barge and prevented tho interview.

Clinton became more eager in tho project, for of a sudden

ho gained an illustrious assistant. At the breaking out of the

wiir between Franco and England, Sir George Rodney, a Bnt-
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i«h naval olHcor, clmnccd to bo (lutainoU in Parm l,v cl.l,f.but tho a,cd Ma^hal do Jilron advanced Inn n vto « t'urnH. free andhoh«Htonod to England to ask on,,lo;f„^ .
.0 king. Jlo w,tH dev<,tod to no political party ; ho roveroncod

tl.o memory of Chatham, and vet h..).! ih/L I '''''^^''^f
United States to bo ins A n n f "f""' *''^

^ i • / •' ^ """* "I action, quick-8 ffhtodgroat „. power of ox„c«ti„n, I,., w„„ th« very dler w^m ^w.,0 gover„,ne„t would e,„pl„y, „,„, ^,,.„„ ^;,„„,^ t],omLhad„„r,.I y of tl,„U„y, ti™, „f „,„ Kepp,,, 1,, 1,„ l£™
xpodHon tl at wn» to relievo (Jibraltar and rule tl.e seas of

l«rd his fleet as in.dslnpman. IJo took hi, squadron to sea

January 1780, he captured seven vessels of war an,l fifteen

<.apo ht Vincent tl.o bpan.sh scpiadron of Lancuara very infenor to US own, and easily took or destroyed! g 'atZ of.t. Having vietualled the garrison of OibLtiirS Xtej

IvTnl "r ,
.?' " ''" ''™'™'' »*'«" from liia wifeMymg: "Everybody is beyond measure delighted as well ^astonished at your success, " from his daughter: "EvcXd^almos adores you, and evciy month is full of vourTrate^come back when you have done some more tliiugs^in"bat p^'

of the world you are in now " ^

I)arbados''lIr A ''f ' ^^T "' P""™™' '^=«=''<«J l-™ »'liarbados. In April and May, Rodney had twice or tl,nV„
encounters with the French fleet of Admiml Gu eh n Id
mftth^lTr

"-*"" f^™"-""' -ood the iJar^artmen thanked him once more. Yet he did not obtain a dec.ded superiority in the West Indian seas, and hetportedtte admiralty as the reason, that his flag bLd not bcenVoperly
supported by some of his officers.

I'roperiy

Z^W^lf fT"°°."
""^^^ " S'- E'"^''"™- I" June ho

Seehow ? , ™ '• ^"* ""^ *"° '«>™'^'« »"W notagree how their forces should be employed. Contagious fever
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attacked the Spaniards, and reached the French. Solano re-

turned to Havana; Guichen, whose squadron was anxiously

awaited in the North, sailed for France. Rodney alone, passing

to M.'- ^' and recapturing a ship from Charleston, anchored

r.(T Ma iiook, where he vexed the weak Admiral Arbuthnot

by taking command of the station of New York during his

short stay. To the superiority of the British on land was

now added the undisputed dominion of the water. In aid of

the enterprise by which Sir Ilcnry Clinton expected to bring

the war to iu , immediate close, Eodney contributed his own

rare powers ; and harmony prevailed between the two branches

of the scrvico.

On tho eighteenth of September, "Washington crossed the

North river on his way from head-quarters near Tappan to

Hartford, v;hero, attended by Lafayette and Hamilton, he was

to hold his first interview with General Rochambeau. He was

joined on tho river by Arnold, who accompanied him as far as

Peekokill, and endeavored, though in vain, to obtain his con-

sent for the reception of an agent on pretended business relat-

ing to conliscated property.

Time pressed on. Besides, Sir George Rodney had only

looked in upon New York, and would soon return to the West

Indies. On tho evening of tho eighteenth, Arnold, giving in-

formation that Washington on tho following Saturday night

was expected to bo his guest at West Point, proposed that

Andre should immediately come up to the Vulture ship-of-

war, which rode at anchor just above Teller's Point in Haver-

straw bay, promising on Wednesday evening " to send a per-

son on board with a boat and a flag of truce."

This leLter of Arnold reached Clinton on Tuesday evening,

and he took his measures without delay. Troops were em-

harked on tho Hudson river under tho superintendence of

Sir George Rodney, and tho embarkation disguised by a ru-

mor of an intended expedition into tho Chesapeake.

On tho morning of the twentieth the British adjutant-

general prepared to carry out his orders. To diminish the

dangers to which tho service exposed him, " tho commander-

in-chief, bcforo his departure, cautioned him not to change his

dress, and not to tako papers." At Dobb's Ferry ho em-
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barked on tho river anrl na fT,« : i

of the Hudson to tho VuUuro "'Tf °. *''" :'«="'"' «ho™

that ho w,>s wanted, loeta ted'out Si "J
".' .^"*" '^""^'^

greatest impationce'to be g»o. No dM Te'''""™"'^
""

betray the .east doubt of ll safety »d no ess " llT'"''wliich had fust T>n<?<5Prl i».t« +1, xi • ,

'^^'ceess. ijie moon,

*y when t^tZ^TfX^":^,?^^' ''°"'
? " "'^^

a K.e\h.es ro!:^"-^^:^^,^rftf
e''

^K^n^^^h^-^^^S
rode through tho Tillage of Havorstraw wi hTt'hrl

*
•

lines to the house of Smitt, „i • i, , , ^ Amencan

Hver. At the^n^fd ^tt I f«?
^''' 'T '''

An American party had broultfi u •
'^ ''"" ^'"^"^•

Vulture; -d Irnc^d;:'heT^d t^^rrthl\w^^^^ ^'^
her compolled to shift her anchoraire tC *^^°^:\\"^^^' ^^^

two parties continued for "3^^^^^^^^
son to bring his army to the sie.e of Fo;^ ZT . -V'
closed about seven acres ofW tL "''' ''^''^ '""

distributed as to destrov it. I *

^f"'"''
'^'^ *^ ^^ ««

in the afternoon Andr^f di^^ i ,Ht :i "L''
r^ ^"^

dress for tho garb of a eitiz™ J m T I ^ ei^gmg his

noM and attended b; s:^in^'S^::i^:^^
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Four years before, Washington had Bailed botwoon the

Highlands, and had marked with his eyo the positions best

adapted to command the passage. Until 1778, West Point

was a solitude, nearly inaccessible ; now it was covorud by

fortresses with numerous redoubts, constructed chiefly under

the direction of Kosciuszko as engineer, and so connected as to

form one system of defence, whicli was believed to ba impreg-

nablo. Here were the magazines of ammunition, for the use

not of the post only, but of the whole army. The fortifica-

tions seemingly represented a vast outlay of money
; but the

prodigious labor of piling on the steep heights hug3 trunks of

trees and enormous hewn blocks of stone had been executed by

the hands of the American soldiers, who received for their toll

not the smallest gratification, even when their stated pay re-

mained in arrear.* And these works, of which every stone

was a monument of namsless disinterested patriots, were to be

betrayed to the enemy, with all their garrison.

On that same evening Washington, free from suspicion,

was retuiTiing to his army. Ho had met General Eochambcau

and Admiral de Teniay at Hartford. " The interview was a

genuine festival for the French, who were impatient to see the

hero of liberty. His noble mien, the simplicity of his man-

ners, his mild gravity, surpassed their expectations and gained

for him their hearts." All agreed that, for want of a superi-

ority at sea, active operations could not be begun ;
so that the

meeting served only to establish friendship and confidence be-

tween the officers of the two nations. AVashington on his re-

turn was accompanied a day's journey by Count Dumas, one oi

the aids of Rochambeau. The population of the town where

he was to spend the night went out to meet him. A crowd of

children, repeating the acclamations of their elders, gathered

around him, stopping his way, all wishing to touch him and

with loud cries calling him their father. Pressing the hand of

Dumas, he said to him : " We may be beaten by the English in

the field ; it is the lot of arms : but see there the army which

they will never overcome."

At that very time Andre, conducted by Smith, crossed the

* Boynton'8 History of West Point, chap. W. Coraplot d'Arnold ct do Sir

Ileury Clinton, 77-81. Voyage do Chastellux dans I'Amdriquc, 2d cd., i., VI.
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Hudson river at King's ferry. It waa already dark before
they parsed the American post at Vcrplanck's Point, under
the excuse that they were going up the river, and, to keep up
U.at pret'.nee, they turned in fur the night near Croinpond.
Very cry , the twenty-third they were in the saddle. Two
miles arH t U i north of Pine s bridge over the Croton, Smith,
assun ,,n:V, that the rest of the way ho would meet only
I^ntisl par-^«, or cow-boys as they were called, and having
chargeci ,u. to take the inner route to Now York through the
valley o the Bronx by way of White Plains, near which the
British had an outpost, bade him farewell and rode up to dine
wi h Arnold at his quarters. At a fork in the road about six
miles below the Croton, Andre, quitting the road to White
Plains, took that which led over the hills, and entered the
highway from Albany to New York at a short distance above
Tarrytown. lie now thought Iximself beyond all danger. The
British troops, embarked by Sir George Rodney, lay waiting
for Clinton to give the word and to lead them in person

It happened that John Paulding, a poor man, then' about
for y-six years old, a zealous patriot who engaged in the service
of his country at the breaking out of the war and waa trice
made captive, had lately escaped irom New York and had
formed a little corps of partisans to annoy rovers taking pro-
visions to New York, or otherwise doing service to the Brit-
ish On that morning, after setting a reserve of four to keep
watch m the rear, he and David Williams of Tarrytown and
Isaac van Wart of Greenburg seated themselves in the thicket
by the wayside just above Tarrytown, and whiled away the
time by playing cards. At an horn- before noon Andrl wobming the hill out of Sleepy Hollow, within fifteen miles of the
British post at King's Bridge, when Paulding rose, presented a
lirebck at his breast, and asked which way he was going. Full
of the idea that he could meet none but friends to the EngUsh
he answered

:
"Gentlemen, I hope you belong to our party ?

-
Which party ?'^ a^ked Paulding. "The lower party," said

Andre. Pauldmg answered that he did. Then said Andr4 :

1 am a British officer, out on particular business, and I hope
you will not detain me a minute." Upon this Paulding or-
dered him to dismount. Seeing his mistake, Andr4 showed
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his pass from Arnold, saying: "By your stopping me, you

will detain the general's business," " I hope," answered Paul-

dino-, " you will not be ofEended ; we do not mean to take any-

thing from you. There are many bad people going along the

road
;
perhaps you may be one of them ;" and he asked if he

had any letters about him. Andre answered :
" No." They

took him into the bushes to search for papers, and at last dis-

covered three parcels under each stocking. Among these were

a plan of the fortifications of West Point ; a memorial from the

engineer on the attack and defence of the place ; returns of

the garrison, cannon, and stores in the handwriting of Arnold.

"Tliis is a spy," said Paulding. Andre offered a hundred

guineas, any sum of money, if they would but let him go.

" No," cried Paulding, " not for ten thousand guineas." They

then led him off, and, arriving in the evening at North Castle,

they delivered him with his papers to Lieutenant-Colonel Jame-

son, who commanded the post, and then went their way, not

asking a reward for their services, nor leaving their names.

What passed between Andre and Jameson is not known.

The result of the interview was that on the twenty-fourth the

prisoner was ordered by Jameson to be taken to Arnold
;

but,

on the sharp remonstrance of Major Tallmadge, the next in

rank, the order was countermanded, and he was confined at

Old Salem, yet with permission to inform Arnold by letter

of his arrest.

His letter was received on the twenty-fifth, too late for an

order to be given for his release, and only in time for Arnold

himself to escape dowTi the river to the Yulture.^ Washing-

ton, who had turned aside to examine the condition of the

works at West Point, arrived a few hours after his flight.

The first care of the commander-in chief was for the safety

of the post. The extent of the danger appeared from a letter

of the twenty-fourth, in which Andre avowed himself to be

the adjutant-general of the British array, and offered excuses

for having been " betrayed into the vile condition of an enemy

in disguise" within his posts. He added: "The request I

have to make to your excellency, and I am conscious I address

myself well, is that, in any rigor policy may dictate, a decency

of conduct toward me may mark that, though unfortunate, I
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am branded with nothing dishonorable, as no motive could berame but the serv ce of mv kino. o„,i t • .

in imnnator" Tl • ^ ^' ^ °* ^ ™^ involuntarilyan impostor This request was granted, and in the wholeaaairhe was treated with the most sorupi^Ious delieacy Anare further wrote: " Gentlemen at Charleston on paroleLetngaged m a eonspiracy against us ; they are objecto who may beset m exchange for me, or are persons whom the treatment I

rZrt:fr'-" ?^ "^"^ °^ conspiracyagirol'den and his fellow-sufferers was groundless, and had beenbrought forward only as an excuse for shipping them ^Z
dZn ,

^"'"'" "'"^ mere presence ke^J the lev" of

Z

' nno3 '
*" '"' """"'^ "^^ " "^^-* of -''"-«onon mnocent men was an unworthy act, which received nosupport from Sir Henry Clinton.

-
»"'»a "•ece.ved no

Andre was without loss of time conducted to the head-quarters of the ai-my at Tappan. His offence was so dZha .t would have justified the promptest action; but to prtvent all poss.b,hty of complaint from any quartet he wL onhe wenty-ninth, brought before a numUus »d veTylueboard of oflicers. On his own confession and withonlthe ex

cTrlft^ ';"'"•? ''^ '""•'' ™ "^'* ^^' «--
;
Saint.

Clau-, afterward president of congress ; Lafayette, of the French

ton. Glover, Knox, Huntingdon, and othera, all well known

Major Andre, adjutant-general of the British army, ought tob considered as a spy from the enemy and to suffer deathThe court showed him every mark of indulgence, andLuM
h feelmgs He acknowledged their generosity in the strong-e^ terms of manly gratitude, and afterward riarked to one
:^l.o ™ited h,m that, if there were any remdns in his mind of

S::ttr "^^ ^--^-^''^'^— oxperiencTllt

On the thirtieth the sentence was approved by Washing-
,
and ordered to be ca^ed into effect fte next day. Clin-^a had already, in a note to Washington, a.ked Andrei release,

ports granted for his return." Washington replied by cnelos-

1^ 1

'M
/: a

\n
f

1

:
1

1 f

fli 1^

1
1

!

1, ''

i

1

1

!

1 !

tf!^ui:

I

)'



;• *

,

>

i
;

436 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, ki-. iv. ; en. xxvm.

ing to the British commander-in-chief the report of the board

of inquiry, and observed " that Major Andre was employed in

the execution of measures very foreign to fiags of truce, and

such as they were never meant to authorize."

At the request of Clinton, who promised to present " a

true state of facts," the execution was delayed till the second

day of October ; and Gieneral EobiBrtson, attended by two civil-

ians, came up the river for a conference. The civilians were

not allowed to land ; but Green'> was deputed to meet the offi-

cer. Instead of presenting facts, Eobertson, after compliments

to the character of Greene, announced that he had come to

treat with him. Greene answered :
" The case of an acknowl-

edged spy admits no official discussion." Robertson then pro-

posed ^0 free Andre by an exchange. Greene answered: "If

Andre is set free, Arnold must be given up." Robertson then

forgot himself so far as to deliver an open letter from Arnold

to Washington, in which, in the event Andre should suffer the

penalty of death, he used these threats :
" I shall think myself

bound by every tie of duty and honor to retaliate on such un-

happy persons of your army as may fall within my power.

Forty of the principal inhabitants of South Carolina have

justly forfeited their lives ; Sir Henry CHnton cannot in jus-

tice extend his mercy to them any longer if Major Andre suf-

fers."

Meantime, Andro entreated that he might not die " on the

gibbet" Washington and every other officer in the Aniericau

army were moved to the deepest compassion ; and Hamilton,

who has left his opinion that no one ever suffered death with

more justice and that there was in truth no way of saving hira,

wished that in the mode of his death his feelings as an officer

and a man might be respected. But the Englisli themselves

had established the exclusive usage of the gallows. At the be-

ginning of the war their officers in America threatened the

highest Ame'ican officers and statesmen with the cord. It was

the only mode of execution authorized by them. Under the

orders of Clinton, Lord Cornwallis in South Carolina liad set

up the gallows for those whom he t:i:yled deserters, without

regard to rank. The execution took place in the manner that

was alone in use on both sides.
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f,/w ""A'
*",' *'*^ 'P°*' '"= ^"'•l •• "I^ reconciled to mvfate, but no to the mode." Being asked at the Ja«t mom^t^fhe had anythmg to say, he answered : " Nothing but toZue^tyou to wtness to the world that I die like a brfve man

"^
I IS a blemish on the character of Andr6 that he had bemnIns m.ss.on by prostituting a flag, had pledged his word for a"

'Z:Ztrof\ Xr"'^ ''->!andhadltdt
About these things a man of honor and humanity ought toZe

fai^bfuiiy fuimied his ::;^'^^:^^Z:^^^

1 s brX; and in
^^

f
"«'"•"' ««'^'-"'S I^o-'o^able rank to

.19 bro her, and in granting pensions to his mother and sistcK •

The tablet has no fit place in a sanctuary, doir from ite monuments to every friend to genius and mankind.
As for Arnold, ho had not feeling enough to undergomo al toi^ents, andhls coa^e nature was n!t sensWv t

rrcd daims to indemnity, and received between six and L^n

f-a bim; wli UeLtf^Jrl^a^r^Snrr;
Mei-s for service in America; when, despised Id ncXctSto as pinched by want. But the king would not suffer ,t

Sir George Rodney returned to the West Indies, and soar as related to himself, let the unsnccessful consp racy sink

Germain "
'tin, T ™, "i' '".

''" """= '" ''« "'S'"* '"uermam this proposed plan, from which I had conceivedBuch great hopes and imagined such great eonsennences " Ue™, moreover, obliged to introduct into high rank in 1British army, and receive at his council tabic, Imaa who
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had shown himself so sordid that Eritish officers of lionor hated

to servo with him. Arnold had the effrontery to make ad-

drosses to the American people respecting their alliance with

France ; to write insolent letters to Washington ; to invite all

Americans to desert the colors of their country like himself;

to advise the breaking up of the American army by wholesale

bribery. Nay, ho even turned against his patron as wanting

activity, assuring Germain that the American posts in the

Highlands might be carried in a few days by a regular attack.

No one knew better than Clinton that Andre wiis punished

justly; yet in his private journal he aimed a stab at the

fair fame of his humiuie adversary, whom he had not been able

to overcome in the iield nor by tho practice of base deceit

;

and attributed an act of public duty to personal " rancor," for

which no cause whatever existed. The false accusation proves

not so nnich malignity in its author as feebleness.*

"Washington sought out the tiiree men who, " leaning only

on their virtue and an honest sense of their duty," could

not be tempted by gold ; and on his report congress voted

tiieni annuities in words of respect and honor.

* In my narrative I Imvc followod only contemporary documents, wliich are

abundant and of the surest cliaractor, and which, taken collectively, solve every

qucstioii. Tho most important arc : Tho proceedings of the American court of

inquiry; Clinton's elaborate letters to Lord (Jeorgo (lermafn of 11 and 12 October

1780; Narrative of correspondence and transactions respecting General Arnold in

Sir Henry Clinton's letter of 11 October 17S0 ; Clinton's secret letter of SO October

1780 ; Clinton's report to Lord Amherst of IG October 1780 ; Extract from Clinton's

Journal in Malum's England, vii., Appendix vii. to xi. ; Journal of General Mat-

thews; Trial of Joshua Hett Smith, New York, 1800; and especially Hamilton's

account of Andr6's affair in Works, i., 172-182. This last is particularly valu-

able, as Hamilton had the best opportunities to be well iuformcd ; and in his nar-

rativc, if there are any traces of partiality, it is toward Andre that he leaned.

The reminiscences of men who wrote in later days arc so mixed up with errors of

memory and fable that they offer no euro foothold.

I I

i: I .
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CHAPTER XXIX.

8TKIVINO FOU UNION.

1779-1781.

" Our respective governments which compose the anion »
so ran the circular of congress to the states in the opening ^f
the year 7.9 "are settled and in the vigorous exercise of un-
controlled authonty." The union itself was without credit
and unable to enforce the collection of taxes. About one hun-
dred and SIX millions of paper money were then in circulation,
and ui April 1779 stood at five cents. For the service of the
year 1779, congress invited the states to pay by instalments
their respective quotas of lifteen millions; and, further, to pay
SIX millions annually for eighteen years, as a fund to sink all
previous emissions and obhgations. After these preliminaries
a new issue of a little more than fifty millions was authorized!

llie state of the currency was the great impediment to
all vigorous measures

;
" it became a question whether men, if

they could be raised, could be subsisted. The Pennsylvania
fanners were unwilling to sell their wheat (except for hard
money. There was no hope of relief but from the central au-
U.ority.

^

To confederate without Maryland was the opinion of
Connecticut; with nine or more states, of Boston; with "somany as shall be willing to do so," allowing to the rest a time
d'-.Kig which they might come in, of Virginia.

I;vLe in May congress apportioned among the states forty-
five millions of dollars more, though there was no chance that
he former apportionment would be paid. Four times in
the course of the year it sent forth addresses to the several
states. Newspapers, to^vn-meetings, legislatures, teemed with

i li

'
)'

i|'

f

Aih



1 !

W >

,"l

.( h

( ;

440 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE, ep. iv. ; on. xxix.

remedial plans; but tlio issue of paper constantly increased,

and its value fell witli accelerated velocity. In the middle of

August, when & paper dollar was worth but three or four cents,

"Washington directed his agents to receive it no longer, for the

legal-tender law countenanced ^ishonesty.

On the second of September, congress having ascertained

that the sum of outstanding emissions was but little short of

one hundred and sixty millions, limited paper money to two

hundred millions ; and the limit was reached before the end

of the year. In October it appointed Henry Laurens of South

Carolina to negotiate a loan of ten millions in the Netherlands,

though they had not yet acknowledged the existence of the

United States ; and in November it resolved to draw upon him

on time for one hundred thousand pounds sterling. It resolved

to draw on Jay, their minister at Madrid, for as much more,

which he was left to get from the king of Spain, though that

king was the most determined foe to the independence of the

United States. Laurens and Jay were instructed mutually to

support each other, though neither of them had any but imag-

inary resources. In the midst of these financial straits the

year came to an end ; and a paper dollar, which, when first

buoyed up by the French alliance, was valued at twenty cents,

in January 1779 had fallen to twelve and a half, in April to

five cents, in December to less than two and a half cents.

The legislature of Virginia had, on the second of June

1779, unanimously ratified the treaties of alliance and com-

merce between France and the United States ; and the gov-

ernor had, imder the seal of the commonwealth, notified the

French envoy at Philadelphia of the act. The legislature of

Maryland fonnally approved the act of its delegates in congress

in ratifying the treaties. No other state followed these exam-

ples. Yergennes, in September, after reflecting on the pro-

cedure of Virginia, gave instructions to Gerard in these words

:

" During the war it is essential, both for the United States and

for us, that their union should be as perfect as possible. When

they shall be left to themselves, the general confederation will

have much difficulty in maintaining itself, and will perhaps be

replaced by separate confederations. Should this revolution

occur, it will weaken the United States, which have not now,
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and never will have, real und
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their union. But iM^f^/f? ^'^f^^^^^^e strength except by

flections WnT ^^^ *^^«"'«elve8 alone to make these re-

oratr , r^ ""^ "S^^^ *^ P'*^^^"^ them for their consMe ation and we have no interest whatever to see AmeZl;

On the question of a closer union Viro-ini.. 1,,,.
the balanno Tl,o ^- * r i

.";'^""j v irginia iiung nearly ou

™ usZ. ;„ r °* ']" "'"'"'^' "' ""> '"^'"l of «'o army

union r"': !f ,

'" '"^''''"'"•'' '''''""'d Madison, a friend to

gre. sh, above a,. oi^tr^^^oV^^X ':iZseparate states. Cono-resq liorl ^n««- i

^yvcrcignty ot the

c.a™in,..eco.p:S^:i^^^^^^^^

violation of publie fa1^1^, 'V *^'"'"' "" ™"'<' ''''''

tl.ov l.n , '^''""^f
*o tJie common interest of America ^as

bchaJf of the commonwealth of Virginia, expressly pro-
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test against any jurisdiction or right of adjudication in con-

gress upon tlic petitions of the Vaudalia or Indiana conipanios,

or on any other matter or thing subversive of tho internal

j)olicy, civil government, or sovereignty of this or any other

of tho United American States, or unwarranted by tho articles

of confederation." Congress, on mature consideration, declia<!d

tho discussion of tho remonstrance.

To counterbalance tho sturdy resistance of Virginia, the

legislature of New York took tho field. They founded claims

to western territory on the discoveries and tho capitulation of

tho Dutch, on the grant from Charles II. to the duke of York,

and on the accpiisition of tho rights of tho Five Nations and

their tributaries as tho native proi)rietors. Desirous to acceler-

ate the federal alliance, on the nineteenth of April 1780 they

authorized congress to restrict their boundaries on the west.

This is the first important act of tho states in surrendering

public lauds to the federal union.

At the opening of tho year 1780 congress found itself help-

less, and threw everything upon tho states. In truth, it could

do nothing else. On the ninth of February it iixcd tho number

of men necessary for tho service of tho year at over thirty-iivo

thousand two hundred and cloven, and required tho states to

furnish by drafts or otherwise, before the first day of the coming

April, tho respective deficiencies in their quotas, which were

prescribed with exactness. To subsist tho troops, congress

called on the several states to furnish their respective quotas of

supplies for tho ensuing season, thus shoving off from itself all

care for recruiting the amiy and all responsibility for its support.

To gain money, it directed the states to bring into the conti-

nental treasury, by taxes or otherwise, one million two hundred

and fifty thousand dollars every month to the month of April

1781, inclusive, in hard money or with forty dollars in the old

bills for ono dollar of the tax. The bills that should bo thus

brought in were to bo destroyed ; and, for every forty dollars

actually cancelled, two dollars were permitted of a new issue,

bearing five per cent interest, receivable by the continental

treasury as specie, and redeemable in specie by the several states

on or before the last day of December 178G.

As fast as tho new bills should be signed and emitted, the

M I
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6tatc8 respectively „„ whoso funds tliey wore to bo imued >v„,„roccvo tl,reo fifths of ,|,e™ • tI,o m„.i„i„;t;„ « hs we"to ho subject to the „r,W „f tho United Statct, .nd to I Wcred,ted to the seven.! states. All laws on lel^l tender w™to le adapted to the new syston,. The elaborate plan wa.1™
nnio fort.etl,s of tho former ouneney. As the bills wcro to bo,s»«ed ,n the names of tho several states, the plan eo Id °,ot Z
... o effect t,ll each ono of the.n should fiive a.,thority f r ,heuse of .ts „a...e. Meantime, the den.and, on tho co.,fedmcvwero .n pa.-t answered by warrants on the several stat,! an Uod,schargo these w.arrants tl.e states used tho taxes ole^te forthe contiTieiital treasury.

^^^ut-tttu lor

o.noTrr^'^'^'"''
'"'' '^'' ^''^ '^-''^ '^'-^'^^^^ the opportunity tocep the measure and it adjoun^ed without ac in,, upof t

il ^: I In 1 >^'"^ "^'"^^'^ '' ''y ^" ovorwhcllnun,.Zjontj, and at hist, after great persuasion, accepted it by a ma-pnty of but wo. The old currency soon ceaLl to circu at"the new emission wanted credit from the be^WnningA cry arose, especially in the army, for an ellicient govern-
ment. While the powers of congress," wrote Greene, "are
so incompetent, our affairs will grow worse and worse until ruin
overtakes us." In tlio army, which had l,een unpaid for five
months, cn^ery department was without money and without theshadow of credit. To relieve this gloomy state of things, con-
J^ress, on the tenth of April 1780, promised to make go;d to
the officers and line the depreciation in their pay ; but the
promise was little worth. For a long time the trips received
only from one half to one eighth of a ration of meat, an<l were
several days without a single pound of it. Washington ap-
pealed to Reed, tho president of the rich state of Pennsylvania
which, except for a few months in 1777 and 1778, had been
untouched by the war

; but it was in vain. " Tlie great man »
wrote Greene secretly to the president of Pennsylvania, "is
confounded at his situation, but appears to be reserved and
silent Should there l>e a want of provisions, we cannot hold
together many days in the present temper of the army " On
the twenty-fifth of May two regiments of Connecticut, worn
out by want of clothes and food a^d pay, paraded under arms
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declaring their resolution to return home, or to obtain subsist-

ence for tbeniAolves ; and they were brought back to their duty

only by being reminded that they were defenders of the rights

of mankind, and, as a grave writer who was then with the

army relates, by the " influence of the commander-in-chief,

whom they almost adored." The enemy appeared against

them in the midst of these trials ; and they rallied as one man
and kept him at bay.

" Certain I am," wrote AYashington, in May, to his friend

Joseph Jones of King George, a delegate in congress from

Virginia, "unless congress aro vested by the several states

with powers competent to the great purposes of war, or as-

sume them as matter of right, and they and the states respect-

ively act with more energy than they have hitherto done,

our cause is lost. By ill-timing in the adoption of measures,

by delays in the execution of them, or by unwarrantable jeal-

ousies, we incur enormous expenses and derive no benefit

from them. One state will comply with a requisition of con-

gress ; another neglects to do it ; a third executes it by halves;

and all differ either in the manner, the matter, or so much

in point of time, that we are always working up-hill. "While

the present want of system prevails we shall ever be unable

to apply our strength or resources to any advantage.

" This, my dear sir, is plain language to a member of con-

gress, but is the result of long thinking, close application,

and strict observation. I see one head gradually changing into

thirteen. I see one army branching into thirteen, which, in-

stead of looking up to congress as the supreme controlUng

power of the United States, are considering themselves as de-

pendent on their respective states. In a word, I see the powers

of congress declining too fast for the consideration and respect

which are due to them as the great representative body of

America, and I am fearful of the consequences."

" Congress," answered his correspondent, " have scarcely a

power left but such as concerns foreign transactions ; for, as to

the anny, they are at present little more than the medium

through which its wants are conveyed to the states. This body

never had, or at least in few instances ever exercised, powers

adequate to the purposes of war ; and, indeed, such as they
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before us, t, „„. of which Z^^'L^^^t:^:.^

offending the states '' ^ "'' '" ''""'"' '^'^ «^"^^ «f

WLen it became certain that troops from France were or.their way to assist the country, congress m.^. tlfUnnoQ r^f /i: i. .• "^^ ^uiigress maae not even a sem

purchases in'a/vaS t\ '^^ I'sXrt' '° ™''^

copted the p.ofe „f .id, and further fe^vdio i^tX^Zcompany as much of its paper money as could be smrld ?rl

StirZJ''"'
"-'- *^ ^^''°''' "^ f«nds7thfuntd

EstW r3 wife of't^'^'P'^
""^'"= '"""O '>» --Weutner Keed, wife of the president of Pennsylvania broughttogether large donations of clothing, and invitedTl e laZ ofoaer states to adopt a like plan. They thx« assisted to keepahve the sp,nt of patriotism in the amy, but their gifts couldnot meet Its ever-recurring wants.

"rgms could

.f^tTf^^V"^^
''"''' ™PP"''' 'n kind directly from eachetatefor Its own troops, quotas were sometimes apZionedby the states to their towns, and in towns to indiviZlsMenof small means in a New England village would club togeSerto buy an ox of a weight equal to their collective quorandherds of cattle so gathered were driven to the camp 111 tht

t.u.0 seen the necessity of some new pit :, c"wle^
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unless there is some control over the states by tho congress, we
shall soon be like a broken band." Even with his energy

there could be no efficient administration in the quartermtis-

ter's department, though it had been placed on a centralized

system under his immediate authority, with powers ahnoet

independent of congress, and with exorbitant emoluments for

himself, his assistants, and subordinates. The system itself iu

the hands of a bad man would have opened the way to endless

abuses ; and congress wisely restored its own controlhng civil

supervision. Dismissing a useless supernumerary, it deter-

mined to have but one head of the quartermaster's department

at the seat of congress, and one at the camp ; and, in paying

the officers of the staff, it returned to salaries instead of com-

missions. The unanimous judgment of the country from that

day to this has approved the reform. Greene resigned with

petulant abruptness. His successor in the quartermaster's de-

partment was Timothy Pickering, who excelled him as a man

of business ; was content Avith moderate pay ; and was singu-

larly frugal and exact ; so that the service suffered nothing by

the change.

The tendency to leave all power in the hands of the sepa-

rate states was a natural consequence of their historic devel-

opment, and was confirmed by pressing necessity. " A single

assembly," so John Adams long continued to reason, "is every

way adequate to the management of all the federal concerns

of the people of America ; because congress is not a legislative,

nor a representative, but a diplomatic assembly."

Congress having requested the eight states north of Mary-

land to convene at New Haven, in January 1778, all but

Delaware appeared ; but they strove in vain to regulate prices.

The convention of the eastern states, which at the instance of

Massachusetts assembled in 1779 at Hartford, is memorable

for having advised a convention of all the states at Philadel-

phia. In consequence, early in 1780, delegates from every

state north of Yirginia, except ISTew York, met in that citj,

but accomplished nothing. By the meeting of the eastern

states in Av.gust 1780, at Boston, the first step was taken to-

ward the formation of a federal constitution. After adopting

a series of measures best suited to the campaign, they resolved
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"that the union of these states be fixed in a mnvr . va ^
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On the third of September 1780, Hamilton took the field

in behalf of a national constitution by urging Duane, a mem-

ber of congress from New York, to hold up to that body

the example of the meetmg of the New England states, and

to call on the first day of the next November a convention of

all the states, with full authority to conclude finally upon a

general confederation. He traced the causes of the want of

power in congress, and censured that body for its timidity in

refusing to assume authority to preserve the republic from

harm. " Undefined powers," he said, " are discretionary pow-

ers, limited only by the object for which they were given,"

not holding in mind that congress could not have assumed

such powers, even if it would. "Abeady," he continued,

"some of the lines of the army, but for the personal influence

of the general, would obey their states in opposition to con-

gress, notwithstanding the pains taken to preserve the unity

of the army. The sovereign of an empire imder one simple

form of government has too much power ; in an empu-e com-

posed of confederated 'tates, each with a government com-

pletely organized within itself, the danger is directly the re-

verse."
" We must, at all events, have a vigorous confederation,"

he said, " if we mean to succeed in the contest, and be happy

thereafter. Internal police should be regulated by the legisla-

tures. Congress should have complete sovereignty in all that

relates to war, peace, trade, finance, foreign affairs, armies,

fleets, fortifications, coining money, establishing banks, im-

posing a land-tax, poll-tax, duties on trade, and the unoccupied

lands." " The confederation should provide certain perpetual

revenues, px^auctive and easy of collection—a land-tax, poll-

tax, or the like ; which, together with the duties ou trade and

the unlocated lands, would give congress a substantial exist-

ence." " Where the public good is evidently the object, more

may be effected in governments like ours than in any other.

It has been a constant remark that free countries have ever

paid the heaviest taxes. The obedience of a free people to

general laws, however hard they bear, is ever more perfect

than that of slaves to the arbitrary will of a prince."

" As to the plan of confederation which congress has pro-
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It IS neither it for war nor peace. The idea of an uncontrollable sovereignty in eaeh state will defeat the powers 2entcongress, and make onr union feeble and precarions."
^

Ihe second step which Hamilton recommended was theappointment of great officers of state-one fo.- the deplrtm nof foreign aflan^, ai.oiher for war, a third for the na^y afonrth for the treasury. These were to supersede he c^Sittees and the boards which had hitherto been Mnal h!! •

latnre. He would have placed the army cMlusively under

s:;s ""'tI^''
^"

"
%"''"'^'-' -*''°*™-^^^^^^^

sequence. The precedent of the bank of England of whiel,he overestimated the influence on public cJit led hL toexpect too nauch from a bank of the United 8t.,t4
llio advice which Hamilton offered f--™ his ten' in tl,„

midst of an „np.aid, half-fed, and half-clad army,ll^L"1romarkaUe from the hopefulness which beamed through hfewords. No doubt crossed liis mind that a republic of "united
states could embrace a con'inental territory

Two days later Washington, with Duane at his side, gazedtorn Weehawken Heights on the half-ruined city oSYork m her bondage. He never gave himself res(in his et

^Xer thf ,^ T"" "^ g"™™»™t ^^""^ was soon toga her tue wealth and oommei-cial representativcc of all the
nation, of the world on that island and the neighboring shoresOn the twenty.econd of October, intent on inspiring his n^te commonwealth with zeal to lead the way to the ertablish-
ment of a true union of the states, he poured out bis heart tohs earyfnend George Mason: "Our present distresses ar^sogreatand complicated that it is scarcely within the powersof descnption to give an adequate idea of them. With regard
to our future prospects, unless there is a material change both

IcTC' """^'^ '"'''' " "'' "^ '•" ™- '» °»'-'

"We are without money; without provision and forase

sS f'f
'\**™ •>/ '»?«»; without clothing; ^d

»hortIy shall be, m a manner, without men. In a worf, we
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have lived upon expedients till we can live no longer. The

history of this war is a history of temporary devices instead

of system, and economy which results from it.

"If we mean to continue our stniggles (and it is to be

hoped we shall not relinquish our claims), we must do it upon

an entire new plan. We must have a permanent force ; not

a force tliat is constantly fluctuating and sliding from under

us, as a pedestal of ice wo aid leave a statue on a summer's

day ; involving us in expense that baffles all calculation—an

expense which no funds are equal to. We must at the same

time contrive ways and means to aid our taxes by loans, and

put our finances upon a more certain and stable footing tliau

they are at present. Our civil government must likewise un-

dergo a reform ; ample powers must be lodged in congress as

the head of the federal union, adequate to all the purposes of

war. Unless these things are done, our efforts will be in vain."

"To accelerate the federal alliance and lead to the 1 ;ippy

establishment of the federal union," congress urged on the

Btates a liberal surrender of their territorial claims in the West

;

and it provided " that the western lands which might be ceded

to the United States should be settled and formed into distinct

republican states, that should become members of that federal

union, and have the same rights of sovereignty, freedom, and

independence as the other states." On the fifth of October,

in words drafted by Eobert E. Livingston, it adhered with

hearty good-will to the principles of the armed neutrality, as

set forth by Eussia. By a vote of a majority of e states it

Bought to quiet the discontent among the officers m the army

by promising them half-pay for life. But, to relieve the em-

barrassments of the moment, it was helpless.

On the fourth of November congress once more distributed

among the several states a tax of six millions of silver dollars,

to be paid partly in specific articles. " It is now four days,"

wrote Glover to Massachusetts on the eleventh of December,

" since your line of the army has eaten one mouthful of bread.

We ha^<3 no money ; nor will anybody trust us. Tlie best of

wheat is at this moment selling in the state of New York for

three fourths of a dollar per bushel, and your army is starving

for want. On the first of January sometliing will turn up, if

' M

m
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noupeedily p„=vonted, wL.eh your office, cannot be answe.

oniJ^:ro?f::n'r:fr T' '"' '^"^^-^ "^o

bind themselves tose J !rh' T"'^'^''' "''' '»

eo.ist„ent.asn::d:T4^:t— '-^^^

ristown, composed 4 ff i
Pennsylvania line, at Mor-

Ireland reXd 'a d, uJd:ftht!::d If r'^''""'''
'""^

sioned office., ma;ebed\vitbltliL°tSn:r""Z
want of clotlies, of food nnH nf ^n * ,

nnceton. ihe

.gaged were e*e,„ities wbieh tbey would no longlSreInformed of the mutiny, Sir Henrv flmt^^
'-'"""re.

^™ „p by tbemntr, ^Xr^al'S^^^
Iteed, the Dresidonf nf P^^^rir,^ i • .

""a'^^ '*=' spies,

WHO protessed to have served oiit their specified te^m xvhU.measures were taken bv tho Rfofo ^f t»
^^^^^^/^^j while

and pay the rest Thol T 1 Pennsylvania to clothe

vated calamities and distresses of the aimy. " Without r«iil*tliowo.t"he said, "that con befall us Ly bf teld 1
vent an extension of the mischief; but I^ neither wl^nor be answerable for the issue."

Troops of New Jersey, whose ranks next to the Penn,vlv»ma line meluded the largest proportion of forln^^o™ showed

mterposed. The twenty regiments of New EnMand ij thecontinental service had equal reasons for disconteutrbuJthe;
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wore almost every one of tliem nivtive American freeholders,

or their sons. A detachment of them, marching through deep

snows and over mountainous roads, repressed the incipient re-

volt. The passions of the army were subdued by their patriot-

ism ; and order and discipline retunied. " Human patience

has its limits," wrote Lafayette to his wife on the occasion

;

" no European army would suffer the tenth part of what the

American troops suffer. It takes citizens to support hunger,

nakedness, toil, and the total want of pay, which constitute the

condition of our soldiers, the hardiest and most patient that are

to be found in the world."

Knox reported from New England zealous efforts to enlist

men for the war. Congress could do nothing, and confessed

that it could do nothing. " We have required," thus it wrote

to the states on the fifteenth of January 1781, " aids of men,

provisions, and money ; " " the states alone have authority to

execute." For the moment, nothing remained for the United

States but to appeal to France for rescue, not from a foreign

enemy, but from the evils consequent on their own want of

government. It was therefore resolved to despatch to Ver-

sailles as a special agent some one who had lived in the midst

of the ever-increasing distresses of the army, to set them before

the government of France in the most striking light. Hamil-

ton, the fittest man for the office, was passed over, and the

choice fell on the younger Laurens of South Carohna.

To him Washington confided a statement of the condition

of the country; and with dignity and candor avowed that it

had reached a crisis out of which it could not rise by its own

unassisted strength. " Without an immediate, ample, and effi-

cacious succor in money," such were his words, " we may make

a feeble and expiring effort in our next campaign, in all prob-

ability the period of our opposition. Next to a loan of money,

a constant naval superiority on these coasts is the object most

interesting ; " and without exaggeration he explained the rapid

advancement of his country in population and prosperity, and

the certainty of its redeeming in a short term of years the com-

paratively inconsiderable debts it might have occasion to con-

tract. To Franklin he wrote in the same strain ; and Lafayette

addressed a like memorial to Vergennes.
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of ilio Ohio, oil coMdili'Mi lliut \hvy wliould ho fonnod info

diHliiK't ropiihlinin Htiiton, and ho luhuiltod momhora of tho

fodoi'id luiioti ; tuid .lolVorson, who from tho fii-Ht liiid plcdpnl

hiinwlf to Ilio uioasiiro, imnotiiicod to (•on!!;iVHM thin {rvcnt net of

hiH iidmiiiistmtioti in a U'ttor full of hopo for tho <'omi)lotion of

tho Aiiiorioau union, and tho ontahhuhinont of froo rrpuhlioH in

tho vast country to wliicli Virfijinia (piittcd licr cluini.

Tiio tirst day of March 1781 wan a fjjrcat day in tlio liintory

of tho country. Maryland, hust of tho Htatcs, unhHcrihc-d tho

jvrticU's; uud *' tlio United States of America, each and every

of tho thirteen, adopted, coniinned, and ratilied th(>ir confed-

(M'ation and ])erpetual union."

Tho HtatcH of the llnite<l Statcn, in o»itahliMhin;» tlie con-

foiUM'alion, estahliHh(>d no p)vernu»rnt. In tho <h-a It of Dick-

inson, tho confederation was an allianco of s()Vi'rei,'«;nii : every

chani:i;o in it increased tlio rehitivo power of tho ntates. Tho

ori«rinal n^port punnitted ea<'h of tiiem to impoao duties on

imports and exjuirts, provi(U>d they <liil not interft<ro with

Htipuiations in treaties; this restriction was coniined to tho

treaties ah-eady proi>osed to I'^ranco and Si)ai!i. No ]>ower to

prohibit tho whive-trado was {.ijranted In troops rained for tho

common defence, tho appointment of tiehl and inferior oIlicerB

Wius reserved to the several states. Conjjjress was in future to

bo chosen annually, and on every tirst Monday of November

to orjranizo itself anew. A majority of the states i)rosent had

tlnia far decided every <|uostion ; tho confederation, which

forthwith took elTect, re(inired the presence and assent of seven

states, an absolute majority of all, to decido even tlio most tri-

fling motion, and of nine states—that is, two thirds of all—to

carry every important mejusuro of peaco or war, of treaties or

flnance.

Further, each state retained its Rovcrcignty and every attri-

bute not oxi>ressly delepT'ited to the United States ; and, by tho

denial of all incidental powers, the exorcise of tho gi-antcd

powers was rendered impracticable. By tho articles of confed-

eration, congress alone had the right to treat with foreign

nations ; hut it provided no method for enforcing treaties, so

that the engagements on the part of the nation might be vio-

lated at tho will of any one of its members.
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10 eoinnion defonco

by Miu h'g'«'jitm-0H of tl

"f* tlioHtatos wero to I

ry
;
but tbcro wnfl

iixcH w,,,-u to bo hiid and lovied

nil real cHbitu wifl

)0

Mil

to t'Htiniato for i(,Hc!lf. (

»o Hoveral HbitoH. Moreover, tlu, <,notaH
iiHHigned in j.roportlon to tho vabio of

110 eaeli Bbito was
oaeb Htate, and that val

to 1( vy any money wbatovei

>ngreMH, wbieb liad no direct jjovver

-i". pi.-,...;;':::; :.jj;;;,:^^^^^^^^^
f;

=;t;:;;;;-:;:!,rz;zrr^'''"'^'-—
world wl.iln .1, f ,

™' K"vcnu.,Mita in tl.ou Miu, wli.Io tho <.,nf«lon,tion was oi,„ „f the worst or »„.rjilhor no govcrmnont at „ll,
' *""

Wa8l,i„(rt„„ wa» th. firrt to ,,orcoivo tho defects of thoconfodorat,,.,,, a„d tho first to .n^o it„ roforo, It, 1
.
f..m.t wa«„d,,,ted ho had ox,.lai„od to a you„« ."o.nbc of

rl l";"" T:'"'"™
" "'" ™^^*»^ "' ""ntrolh-„« ,Llto r.v niato and d.roct all nmtten. of Kcneral c„n,.,.ro nTI

«roat b„«i„08s of war," ],o said, "novortar^'," "c„"duej^
.f jt can bo conducted at all, while the p„we™ of "c„ "1

1''

only recommon,lator,y. Our independence, our reZcTabil v

depend upon ve t.ng congress with competent powcra Tha

cusstd, must dictate, and not merely recommend."
Ihc position of the commander-in-chief required of himunceasing caution Intrusted with the conduct of tlL war n^

confederation with coercive powers over its membere • but thovigorous recommendation of the change, proceeZrfrom t
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hojul of tlio army that in tlio liwt n'Hort would Im llm iiiHtni-

luorit of coiTcioii, would havo iiicri'iincd and a])j)arently juHilliud

congrorts in ita joalouwy of tlio camp. AVIiilo, tlicnforo, ho

wiHh(!(l to Hupport hirt opinion by all the inlhionco wliich ho

couUl wield, ho Hought to do It ho circunjHpc'ctly im to awaken

no four of nulitary dictation or a l)ani>fid omploymont of loico.

Tho ollico of preparing a codo of lawn for Virginia, and

aihipting thoin to hor now relatione, had boon dolinitivoly con-

fided to rondloton, Wytho, and JclTcrson. No eooncr had a

groundwork for national reform boon laid by tho accept anco of

tbo confcilor.ition, than AVanhington addiOHsod to thcso threo

grcato«t civilianrt of his native connnonwoalth tho most earnest

argumentrt and entreaties that the maniu>r of coercing a refrac-

tory or doliiKpicnt state might bu clearly laid down, and tho

defects of the articles of confoderntion bo Hcasonaltly consid-

ered and remedied. " Danger," he a<lded, " may spring from

delay; good, from a timely application of a remedy. Tho
present temper of tho states is friendly to the oHtabliHhment of

a lasting union ; tho moment should be improved : if BulTercd

to pass away, it may never return ; and, after gloriously and

successfully contending against tho uaurj)ations of JJritain, wo
may fall a prey to our own follies and disputes."

He was more particularly impelled to express his opinions

with freedom, because, in J>ecend)er 1770, tho legislature of

Virginia seemed to liavo censured tho idea of enforcing ohe-

dionco to requisitions. " It would give me concern," he added,

" should it be thought of mo that I am desirous of enlarging

the powers of congress unnecessarily, as I declarc to (Jod my
only aim is the general good. A knowledge that this power

was lodged in congress might bo the means to prevent its ever

being exercised, and the more readily induce obedience ; indeed,

if congress was unquestionably possessed of the power, nothing

sliould induce tho display of it but obstinate disobedience and

tho urgency of the general welfare."

Of this paper a copy was taken by Joseph Jones of King

George, to whom Washington had already expressed himself

" in plain language." This copy Jones confided to Madison, his

colleague in congress, leaving him to draw his own inference

with regard to its author. Tho confederation was but a month
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"f W,u,l„„gt„„, an,l,,u. I l,uliov., i„ ,.„«„,,;,„,, „f ,; ';,"
l':.«"K ij "au ,u„„,„l„u,„t to tl,„ articloH of „ V,! „ '„ t
« vo to l,„ |J„U.,,i 8to.,,. full authority to o,„,,loy , . ^

Jl." fodcml umon, tl.at it ,„i^H,t l,o c»tal,li„|,c.d „„ tl

*
ort—aUo b.«i«." ],. tl,i„ „,a„„„r tl,„ „,o. of ,„uti «V, .

d;'ci'. J^t .1:;':;;^""' "'""'«" "" '"'"' ""-'-—

a

Tho .lolicacy and ira,,ortauc. of th. m.hjoct immircd Madi..on the author of ,!,„ report, with tho wi h to o"^ /̂ ^
W^r'i

"";'«"""""»' Virginia, and „„„„f tho„^^ wZmWashington had addro^d l,i» ,,a,,orof advice and cntrcltv aHg.nont on tho „,o..uro, boforo it should under,, to Lee,„,„n of eongre™. Ilo therefoa., on tho «xto.,nlh o A rilrel,rcsenl„d to JeIro™on tho anning of cngro™ with eoor ivo
...wen, as a noec^ity, arising fron. ,l.o shameful delieie,,^"

Zli: tdt "T "''"''" "' ''""""^ tl'oir apportioned
..|.| 1.08 and tho nr .tary exaetions to whieh others, lrea<ly ex-Lansted l,y tho enemy and their own troops, wore in eons^.eneo s,d,joeted. " The oxpedieuey," he added, " of n.aWngtho proposed application to tho states will depon,! on tho

I.rohabd,ty of their complying with it. If they slL Id rl
congress wdl be i„ „ worse situation than at present ; for ^

I e confederafon now stands, and according to the nat, ro ovenof alhances much less i„ti„,„tc, there is an in.plie,! right ofrcon agan,st tho delinquent party, and the exercise of i byco,.gress whenever a palpable necessity occurs will probably bo
c,iu,csecd m." Tho instrument of coercion whfeh ho p^!icrred was a navy. ^

No answer of Jefferson to these inquiries has been found •

". op,„,ons as declared at a later period of tho coniede^y
eo.ne,do w,th those of Madison, who from that time st™™

tte states in nmon. In May he continued to discuss with

i 11
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Pendleton by letters the proper methods of investing congress

with new resources ; but no reflecting and far-seeing obbcrver

of its relative strength dared hope that its members would be

able to remodel the confederacy.

While the American people met obsructlons on every side

as they slowly sounded their way to an efficient union, Wash-

ington on, the tirst day of May 1781, made a note, that instead

of magazines they had but a scanty pittance of provisions, scat-

tered here and there in the different states, and poorly pro-

vided arsenals which the workmen were leaving. The arti-

cles of field equipage were not ready, nor funds to defray the

expenses of regular transportation Scarce any one of the

states had as yet sent ar eighth part of its quota into the field

;

and ther-^ vu,3 no prospect of a glorious offensive campaign,

unless tb generous ally should help them with money and

with a fleet strong enough to secure the superiority at sea.

li,!

V I

fflt!



rv. ; on. xxix.

THE

AMERICAN REVOLUTION

IN FIVE EPOCHS.

EPOCH FIFTH.

THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA TAKE THEIR EQUAL STATIOif
AMOXG THE POWERS OF THE EARTH.

Feoii 1780 TO Decembeu 1782.

.

I i

V- [

I.

!

! I

')



If- t

1 I

I i

i' I

:

mmL. \i

1 ^^^^^^^^^H^^^



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

CHAPTER I.

FEANCE UA8 TTKGENT NEED OF PEACE.

1780-1781.

The consummation of peace between Great Britain andthe IJmted States of America was the sublime result of pow-

^vorld. The United States were without a government, with-
out a revenue, M.th only the remnants of an anny which itcould not recrmt, nor pay, nor properly feed or clothe, andthey were constant suitors to the Bourbon Idngs for aid Thevwere engaged with Great Britain in a war ^hich, as" it pro^ceeded,had mvolved the interests of two absolute monarchs
and the nsmg repubhc so closely that no one of them couldmake a good peace for itself without a general peace. Spainhad calculated everything for a single campaign * The cove
wanted mvasion of England having failed,' the quenilous"

1
•
^ F!Z V^'' ^'"* '"^"^ ^o^ths of hostilit es, com-plamed "that France had brought Spain into the war forTsown mterests alone,t and had caused the fii-st mishaps" tobs flag riorida Blanca, speaking to the FrenchTmbas-

dor called himself a great fool for having induced his king
the declaration agamst England. He was ready to assenf

to the di^^sion of Turkey between Austria and Bussia, if

* Montmorin to Vergennes, 13 May 1780.

f Montmorin to Vergennes, 9 January 1*780.

t Montmorin to Vcrrjvnnes, 26 June 1780.
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these two powers would but confonri as inediators to his plan

of peace. Yergennes intlcxil>ly assertful that Franco w.'w held

in honor to sustain the independence of the United States,

but that their boiuidaries were contingent on events.* King

Cliarles det^iredto retain the United States in some kind of vas-

salage to (Jreat l'ntaln,t or give tlieni up to helpless anarchy.
;{:

lie would not receive Jay as their envoy, and even declined a

visit from the late minister of France at Philadelphia, who

l)a8sed through ^Madrid on his way homo from his mission.

It was the constant reasoning of Florida Jilanca that, if Ameri-

can independence was to bo granted, it nuist be only on such

terras as would lead to endless quarrels between America and

England ;^'^ that the northern colonies preserved a strong at-

tachment for their mother country, and, if once possessed of

independence, would become her helpful ally ; while, if they

were compelled to submit to her ndo, they would bo only tur-

bulent subjects,
I

Tossed by danger and doubt from one expe-

dient to another, Si)ain, through the government of Portugal,

sought to open a secret negotiation with England
;
and the king

of France, in an autograpli letter, acquiesced in the attempt.^

On the other hand, an unexpected ally offered itself to

England. No sooner had Spain declared war against Eng-

land than by Jesuits in Home it was privately signified to

the British that the natives of Mexico were disaffected to-

ward their government, and universally hated the Spanish;

that, since the suppression of the order of the Jesuits, the

Spai
'

\ government had no mcdiutn of control over the na-

tives; that ex- Jesuits, who were conversant with the Mexi-

can and Peruvian languages, were willing to use their su-

perior influence in the Spanish colonies in favor of Great

Britain, and to take any hazard if assured of the free exer-

cise of their religion ; that well-instructed emissaries could do

more than a military force, especially if they might prom-

ise to the natives the choice of their governor and magis-

* Compare Vcrgenncs to ilontmorin, 22 January 1781.

f Montmoria to Vergcnncs, 22 Jamiaiy 1780.

\ Moutmonu to Vcrgenncs, 22 February 1780.

* Jloutmorin to Vcrgenncs, 29 JIarch 1780.

n
Montmorin to Vcrgenncs, 20 November 1780.

^ The king of France to the king of iSpaiu, 25 April 1780.



KP. V. ; on. I.

to his plan

was held

itcd States,

tH.* King
dud of vas-

i anarchy.
;}:

declined a

,'ll>hia, wlio

lis mission,

t, if Aineri-

nly on sncli

Linerica and

1 strong at-

posscssed of

nlo, if they

bo only tur-

11 one expe-

)f Portugal,

md the kinir

c attempt.'*'

ed itself to

gainst Eng-

signified to

iailected to-

iie Spanish;

Jesuits, the

over the na-

1 the Mexi-

Lse their su-

»r of Great

c free exer-

ics could do

night prom-

and niagis-

.780.

1780. FRANCE HAS URGENT NEED OF PEACE. 4G3
trates. In th of thcourse oi tno year, J^ord North laid before tliocabinet a plan for an expedition, by way of India to t nwestern coa.t of South An.erica, and it iJa^X ^peace camo before it was undertaken

'

The ultiniatu.n of the United States of America in theireven ual negotution with J3ritain for peace, unanhnou ly

1
f?l.ts to the argest boundaries that had belonged to them

<
unng the.r dependence. The refusal to acknowledgeS
Z;t '' w

""
:f1 'T^

''^"^^ ^"^ ^-^ Scotia \oS^

f

' toZt "' -*I- -ay of peace, but the claimot .ght to the fisheries was not to be surrendered, and was

>ntam. Ma^Hachusetts and its friends in congress could there-ore see the best chance of securing their hitel-ests by tl e le-t.on of John Adams as at once the sole negotiator of"^^hc treaty
of peace and of the treaty of commerce with Britain. Theysucceeded, and in February 1780, John Adams arrived nPans with las double powers. In "his determination to takeno steps of consequence in pursuance of his commissions witli-nt consulting the ministers of his mostOhristian majest,^" lesked "the opmion and advice" of Vergennes if it wa^ pru-

lie reserve. Ihe French minister welcomed him to France
but, before a reply, wished to become better acquainted willhe nature and extent of liis commission. Adams declined theh.nt to communicate his instructions, but gave a copy of his
commissions. Vergennes advised him " to take every precau
ion hat the British ministry may not have a prematul
nowle ge of his full powers^o ne'gotiate a L^ty'Tcommerce;" Ins character in regard to the future pacificationwould be announeed in France, after which he might 7ve

It greater publicity through the Dutch journals. Ariams ac-

r^m Vt""' '^^. '' '^^"^^^^^ ^^^ -"^--d that fhe had followed Ins own judgment he should, immediatelv

G :.mi r ;i/"
'^"^^' '^^^ —-ted tj Lord ae::^^Gcimain lus full powers to treat both of peace and commerced

* Diplomatic Correspondence, iv, 339, 3G1, 363, 370, 58G, 388, 423, 443-445.
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Oil tho fourtoentli of March 1780 tlio lionso of commona

had carried agiiiuHt tho luiiuBtry, by u nuijority of ciglit votes,

a resohition to abohuh tlio board of trade and i)lantation8—tho

board which for nearly a century had led tho way in all tho

encroach nients on colonial freedom. The vote and tho ntatuto

which followed Bccnied to ini])ly that, even in the opinion

of one branch of tho British legiHlaturo, America was lost;

and it certaiidy put an end to a board of advico which

would, in any negotiation for peace, have cavilled at every

article promising favor or even moderation to tho ancient

colonies.

Tho time for treating of peace was not come ; for tho

British government, supported by parliament, was ])ersihting

in tho war with relentless fury. To a connnunication from

Adams in May of a wish in England that ho would mako

propositions, ho answered :
'' If tho views are exact, ascertain

what overtures it is expected you will mako." Adams re-

joined: " I shall mako no separate peace. Our alliance with

Franco is uear to my heart," is "a natural alliance and a rock

of defence." * Yet the repression of tho aspirations of Ad-

ams threw his strong powers and his patriotism into a state

of turbulent energy.

Ou tho twentieth of June, Adams incidentally ac(piaintcd

Yerirenncs that two hundred millions of dollars of the Anieri-

can paper money had been called in by congress at tho rate of

forty for one, and that tho continental certiticates were to be

paid off accoixiing to tho value of money at tho time of their

being respectively issued. The next day Yergennes answered

that strangers, and especially the French, ought to be excepted

from tho reduction. On the twenty-second, Adams, in reply,

at enormous length and with strange logic, insisted that, not

from necessity, but of right, the reduction must affect credit-

ors of all nations. Tho obligations of France and the United

States he held to bo nmtual, saying :
" All tho world will allow

tho flourishing state of her marine and commerce, and the do-

cisivo influence of her councils and negotiations, to be owing

to her now connections with the United States." f Vergenucs,

Diplomatic Correspondence, v., 88, 89, 92.

f Diplomatic Corrcapondcncc, v., 221.

m
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in Iho nau,„ of tl.o king „f I,>„„co, n^inirod Kraukli,, t„ tmn»init tlim corre»|.on<lunco to congrcBS.*

On tl,o twontj--«htl,, and boforo A.la>,.8 know of tho an-poal he gave froo c«,„^o to I,i, i,„,„,te„, „,„i wrotettl,.roB,<lont of eongro™: " (Intil I shall 1« forhidden I,y o^r
Kre««, r a,„ detc.n„i„c,l to give my »cnti„,ent, to hin „n,LZ
"nn,»tcr« whenever they shall «e„ ea„,e to ask thcm/IZ

18 not w,th,n „,y department." The next day, in,,,,2^l'n.nk„ he added: "If our affairs hero had Jn „"!X ?
:^ mueh skdl and industry as they might have been, wo llu dat tins mo,ne„t have been blensed with peaee, or a C wi h

s:m:n'r-i::i'^^'^"^""»'-
^-" '""""•-' «--»"'

As Vergennes di.l not ask for tho sentiments of Adams
.0 on the tinrteenth of July^ forecd himself upon tie "ttenfouo the nunister although he had been aceJlited to,ttcourt of I. ranee. " I was pinned a little," he wrote at ala^er

«...bc«.,8 gentyt,ngl,ng ex|,rc.s,,ion»." He pleaded for thovery„,e,.nre which W,«hingto„ and all America m^t dt-red "a clear an,l indisputable superiority of navarWe"
on he coast of America, and pointed his'rcaue wi ht .ewo«l8

:
I «en,plo not to give it ^ my opinion that the ^otlee ung a superiority there through the year will disuniteweaken,,and distress „s more than we should hav be "1^^

un,ted, weakened, or dist^^ed if the alliance had never been

A.Jf"!
^<l™«™P«™>»ded that the British ministry of that<lay had no scr.ous thougl.t of peace upon terms that America«™ld accept; but the house of commons was aboutrbe.taolvd; and, on tho seventeenth of July, he pleaded withVergennes in favor of CK,mmunicating to"^ England his flFwers j^spect „g ,«aeo and commerce as a nlans of inf^ucncing tho coming election.'^

Vergennes on the twenty-fifth replied to him point by

* Diplomatio Correspondence, iii., 162, 163.

t Diplomatic CorreHpondenco, v., 227, 230
I D,p omafc Correspondence, v., 247.

| Diplomatic Correspondence v 286.Diplomatic Correspondence, v., 258. a Diplomatic nn..„«pC4r'v '/^^
VOL. v.—-30
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point, and, referring his letter to congress, insisted that, till

he should receive their order, he should suspend all measures

having relation to the English ministry.* The next day

Adams renewed the strife, and to a court where the sanctity of

regal power formed the accepted creed he laid it down as

certain that "in this intelligent age the principle is well agreed

on in the world that the people have a right to a form of gov-

ernment according to their own judgments and inclinations."

Nevertheless, he strongly affirmed that the United States had

not the most distant thought of departing from their independ-

ence or their alliance.f

On the twenty-seventh he denied the statement of Ver-

gcnnes relating to the character of the measures which the king

had taken to sustain the American cause, and added :
" I am

determined to omit no opportunity to communicate my senti-

ments to your excellency in person, or by letter, without the

intervention of any third person," that is, without the inter-

vention of Franklin, tlie only accredited minister from the

United States. "I shall be very happy, and think myself

highly honored, to give my poor opinion and advice to his

majesty's ministers upon anything that relates to the United

States or the common cause, whenever they shall be asked."
;}:

On the same day on which he dispatched this letter he left

Paris for Amsterdam.* His correspondence with Vergennes

was dispatched by that minister alilre through Franklin and

through the French envoy at Philadelphia to the congress of

the United States, with the plain intimation that it would be

agreeable to France if a person of a more conciliatory temper

should be employed in the coming negotiations for peace.

In midsummer Maurepas, from eagerness for peace, forgot

himself so far as to insinuate his wish in a letter to Forth, for-

merly secretary of the British embassy a*; Paris. Nothing came

of the overture. " Peace will be n gieat good," wrote Marie

Antoinette to her mother ;
" but, if our enemies do not demand

it, I shall be very much afflicted by a humiliating one."
|1

After

the capture of Charleston and the rout of the army under

* Diplomatic Correspondence, v., 287. J Diplomatic Correspondence, v., 301-304.

f Diplomatic Correspondence, v., 301. * Diplomatic Correspondence, v., 307.

I
Maria Antoinette to Maria Theresa, 13 July and 11 October 1780.
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Gates, the British parliament, which came together in Novcm-
her, granted all the demands of the ministry for money and
for men hy vast majorities; and the dread of outbreaks in the
cities of England gave new strength to the government. In
this state of affairs, Necker, who was ready to take every,
thing upon himself, on the lirst of December 1780 wrote
clandestinely to Lord North, proposing peace on the basis of
a truce during which each party should keep possession of all
that It had acquired. The terms thus offered were those which
Vergennes had always rejected, as inconsistent with the tidelitv
and honor of France. The British ministry heeded them no
further then as a confession of exhaustion and weakness; and
It has already been related how at the time they closed every
gate to peace by the overbearing spoliation of the Dutch.

iTsn^r.' r? Vergennes in the last days of December
1780, has declared war against the Netherlands from ha-
tred of their accession to the neutrality; the more I reflect,
the more I am perplexed to know whether we ought to be
glad or sorry." * France gained another pai-tner in the war
but one for which it feared to assume the responsibilities of ail
alliance. It was a new obstacle to the general peace which
had become for France a iinancial necessity.

In January 1781, Vergennes said of Necker: "I will ex-
press no opinion on his financial operations; but in all other
parts of the administration he is short-sighted and ignorant."
Called to the conferences of the ministers, Necker, in his
alarm at the rapid approach of financial ruin, continually
dinned into their ears "Peace! peace!" "Peace," replied
Vergennes " is a good thing, only you should propose the means
ot attaining it in an honorable manner." f All Paris clamored
for peace. France was drawing nearer to inevitable bank-
ruptcy Its debt verging upon a fourth milliard. The king
hke Maurepas, declared that he was tired of the war, and
that It must be finished before the end of the year. ^ For
success m negotiating peace, Yergennes needed mediation or
great results in the field. Through the queen, Sartine, toward

Vergennes to Montmorin, 26 and 27 December 1780.
t Count von Mercy to Prince Kaunitz, 21 January 1781.
t Mercy to Kaunitz, 7 February 1781. MS.
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tlio end of tlio former year, had hocn Bupcrscdcd in tlio minia-

try of tho marine by the ManinlH do Castries, and the itnbecilo

Montbaroy by tho Marquis do Sogur.

Environed by difficulties, Vergonncs would have been glad

of a compromise with England on tho basis of a truce of at

least twenty years, during which South Carolina and Georgia

might remain with tho English in return for the evacuation of

New York. IIo had sounded Washington and others in Amer-

ica on the subject, and they all had repelled the idea. " There

aro none but tho mediators," wroto Vergennes, " who could

make to tho United States so grievous an oiler. It would be

hard for Franco to propose it, because she lias guaranteed tho

independence of tho thirteen states." * Kaunitz, accordingly,

set liimself to work to bring on the mediation of Austria.

In the month of April young Laurens arrived at Ycr-

sailles, preceded by importunate letters from Ilochambeau and

Lafayette to the ministry. His demand was for a loan of

twenty-five million livres to be raised for the United States

on the credit of the king of France, and in support of it ho

communicated to tho French ministry his letter of advice from

Washington. Franklin had lately written :
" If the new gov-

eniment in America is unable to procure the aids that aro

wanted, its whole system may be shaken." The French min-

ister at Philadelphia had reported these words from Greene

:

" Tho states in the southern department may struggle a littlo

while longer ; but, without more oflEectual support, they must

fall." "Washington represented immediate and efficacious suc-

cor from abroad as indispensable to the safety of his country

;

but, combined with maritime superiority and " a decided effort

of the allied arms on this continent," so he wrote, " it would

bring the contest to a glorious issue." In pressing the demands

of congress, its youthful envoy said menacingly that the failure

of his mission might drive the Americans back to fight once more

against France in the armies of Great Britain. Vergennes

complained that an excessive and ever-increasing proportion of

the burdens of the war was thrown upon France
;
yet the cabi-

net resolved to go far in complying with the request of the

United States. Franklin Lad already obtained the promise of

* Vergennes to Luzerne, 1 February 1781.
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a gift of six millions of livrcs and a loan of four millions.Neckcr consented to a loan of ten millions more, to^Sm Holland m tlio name of tho king of Franco
To insure to tho [Jnited States the command of the sea,do Grasse, who had the naval con.mand in America, received

orders to repair fron. the West Indies to the north in t'hc^cZe
of the year, and conform himself to the counsels of Wt^^hin^r.
ton and Koehand>eau. On the other hand, the great o.Jumo emforcmg Roch.nheau hy another detachment from tl eKieneharmy wa^on \Vashington's recommendation avoidedand Amenca wa. left to herself to find men for the struggle onand; bu llochamheau received fresh orde. to regarf1d"
self as the commander of auxiliary troops, and to put them aswell a. himself under the orders of Wa^shiigton.

Iho 1 ranch government would have gladly intrusted thoishu^ement of its gift of six millions toL sob di'ln
Washington

;
but such a trust would have roused the jealousy

congress. The first use made of the money wa. l s^enl
tfiril one. Laurens transferred a burdensome contract offeouth Curohna in Holland to the United States, paid aU
arrears out of the French gif^ and threw further {Zy and
as It proved, useless expenses on tho United States.

h 1. f r "^'^""^J''^^^^"-
Tbo octogenarian Maurepas roused

Zotl^T '^'*^^.' '"^ '^""'"'^y ^'' ^^"^ ^^"«^ «^«t the king
expected his resignation. " The king had given his word toBuppor me,' said Necker, in recounting hfs fall, "and I am
tlie victim of having counted upon it."

Just at this time there appeared in Paris a new edition
ot Kaynal s philosophic and political History of tho Two In-
dies with the name of the author on the title-page. Hiswork abounded m declamations against priestcraft monarchi-
cal power, and negro slavery. He described the United Statesof America as a country that more than renewed the simple
heroism of antiquity. Here at last, especially in New Eng
land was found a land that knew how to be happy "with-
out kings and without priests." " Philosophy," he wrote, "

de-
sires to see all governments just and all peoples happy. H the
love of justice had decided the court of Versailles to theT
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anco of a monarchy with a people dofondlng its liberty, tlio

first article of its treaty with the United States should have

been, that all opjircased peoples have the right to rise against

their oppressors." The advocate-general Segnr having drawn

up the most minatory indictment of the volumes, Raynal left

them to bo burnt l)y the hangman, and escaped to Holland.

The book went into many a library, and its proscription

found for it new readers. Its principles infiltrated themselves

through all classes of the young men of France, even of the

nobility. The new minister of the marine had in the army

of Rochambeau a son, and sons of the new minister of war

and of the Duko do Broglio were soon to follow. ]>ut the

philosophers, like the statesmen of France, would not have the

United States become too great ; they rather desired to pre-

serve for England so much strcngtli in North America that

the two powers might watch, restrain, and balance each other.

Prince Kaunitz, in preparing preliminary articles for the

peace congress at Vienna, adopted the idea of Vergennes, that

the United States should be represented, so that direct nego

tiations between them and Great Britain might proceed simul-

taneously with those of the European powers ; and his paper

was pronounced by ^Marie Antoinette to be a masterpiece of

political wisdom. John Adams was ready to go to Vienna, but

only on condition of being received by the mediating powers

as the plenipotentiary of an independent state ; Spain shunned

all mediation, knowing that no mediator would award to her

Gibraltar; England as yet would have no negotiation with

France till it should give up its connection with America.

Mortified at his ill success, Kaunitz threw the blame of it

upon the unreasonable pretensions of the Br' i 'i nnnistry;

and Austria joined herself to the powers which hfid that the

British government owed concessions to Americt. .' le cuiisoled

his emperor for the failure of the mediation by saying :
" As

to us, there is more to gain than to lose by the continuation of

the war, which becomes useful to us by the mutual exhaustion

of those who carry it on and by the commercial advantages

whic ! fvcorue to us so long as it lasts." *

The British ministry was willing to buy the alliance of

* Kaunitz to Joseph II., 8 July 1781.
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Catharino by tho cession of Minorca, and to propitiate Josephby openmg tl.o Scheldt; but they scoffed at such mZr^
concessionH, and desired largo acquisitions ia tho East and
bouth. Catharine could not conceive why Europe should beunwdhng to see Christianity rise again into life and power
on the Hosphorus, and gave the hint to Austria to acquire
Rome. Joacqjh aspired to gnin the Danube to Belgrade/and
all the coast on the Mediterranean from the southernmost point
of tho Gulf of Dnna to the northernmost coasts of the Adri-
atic sparing the possessions neither of Turkey nor of the ro-imbhc of Venice So Russia and Austria prepared to divide
the Orient and Italy between them, knowing that, so long aa
the war lusted, neither France nor Great Britain could intelre.
^

Spain had just heard of an insurrection begun by ex-Jesuitsm Peru, and supported by Tupac Amani who claimed descent
from the ancient royal family of the Incas. But the first re-
ports were not alanning, and she was still disposed to pursue
a separate negotiation with Great Britain. The suggestion
of Hillsborough to exchange Gibraltar for Porto Rico was re-
jected by Florida Blanca; and Richard Cumberland, the Brit-
ish agent at Madrid, having nothing to propose which King
Charles was willing to accept, returned from his fruitless ex-
pedition. It was known to the British cabinet that South
America was disposed to revolt; ani that Chili and Peru
wished to shake off the Spanish yoke.

The results of the campaign* outside of the United States
were indecisive. The French again made an unsuccessful
attempt to recover the isle of Jersey. The garrison of Gibral-
tar was once more reduced to a state of famine, and, ere the
middle of April, was once more relieved. The English and
Dutch fleets encountered each other in August near the Dog-
ger Bank, and for three hours and a half fought within mus-
ket-shot. Victory belonged to neither party. The Dutch bore
away for the Texel

; Hyde Parker, the British admiral, returned
to the Nore to receive a visit from his king, and on the plea
of age to refuse to serve longer under so feeble an administra-
tion. l^or the moment the name and fame of Hyder All
spread from the Mysore through Europe and the United States.Un the ninth of May, Pensacola, after a most gallant defence,
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was Burrendered to the Spaniards ; its garrison, promising not

to serve during the war against Spain or her allies, was left

free to be employed against the United States.

The year 1780 had not gone by when congress informed

John Adams of their satisfaction at his defence of their reduc-

tion of the value of the paper money and loan certificates of

the United States.* Congress for a long time took no notice

of the complaint against him as the sole plenipotentiary for

peace ; but France and America were uniting in preparations

for one great campaign in 1781 that should assist to terminate

the war, and France, in June of that year, took advantage of

the necessities of her ally to gain a control over the negotiations

that might follow. The commission of the United States for

peace was empowered to conduct the negotiation under the me-

diation of the emperor of Austria and the empress of Russia.

In case " of the backwardness of Great Britain to make a for-

mal acknowledgment of independence, it was at liberty to agree

to a truce, provided that that power be not left in possession of

any part of the thirteen United States." Luzerne insisted on

making its instructions such as would leave the negotiation

of both countries in the hands of the king of France. In

repeated interviews with a special committee of congress he

sounded the alarm, that a war on the continent of Europe

might disable France from continuing the powerful diver-

sions which thus far had been the salvation of the United

States, so that England would be left at liberty to fall upon

them with her undivided strength ; that, while in their ulti-

matum they should include every concession to which they

could ever consent, they should still hope that at the peace

France would procure for them complete satisfaction.

On the eleventh of June the instructions, as amended by

Luzerne, were laid before congress for its acceptance. The

commission of the United States was to insist on no points

but independence and the validity of the treaties with Louis

XVI. " As to disputed boimdaries "—that is, whether New
England should extend to the Penobscot or the St. Croix,

whether New York should resign all lands within the water-

shed of the St. Lawrence, whether the republic should tor.ch

* Journals of Congress, iii., 355.
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election of Franklin, Sullivan, acting in concert with Luzerne,

rendered service.

A further important change was made. The ultimatum

of America of the fourteenth of August 1779, for peace, cov-

ered the boundaries but not the fisheries. The instructions of

the fifteenth of June 1781 included neither of the two, but

the instruction of August 1779, making the fisheries an ulti-

matum in the treaty of commerce, remained unrevoked. Madi-

son, therefore, on the twenty-ninth of June 1781, moved that

no treaty of commerce should be made with Great Britain un-

less, in addition to the fisheries, it embraced in the ultimatum

the boundaries. This vote was lost by six against five. To

restore impartiality, Madison, on the twelfth of July 1781,

proposed to revoke the commission given to John Adams for

negotiating a tieaty of commerce. This proposition was agreed

to by eight states against New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and

Connecticut.

" Congress have done very well," wrote John Adams to

Franklin, " to join others in the commission for peace who have

some faculties for it. My talent, if I have one, lies in making

war." " The measure is better calculated to give satisfaction

to the people of America in all parts, as tlie commissioners arc

chosen from the most considerable places in that country."

From the wide dissemination of the principles of the Ameri-

can revolution ho already saw clearly that " despotisms, mon-

archies, and aristocracies nmst conform to them in some de-

gree in practice, or hazard a total revolution in religion and

government throughout all Europe." *

The kingdom of Ireland had been subjected to all the re-

strictions of the colonial system, and others of its own. It

now gained a more complete emancipation of its trade through

loyalty than could have been won through insurrection. When

the tidings from Lexington and Bunker Hill arrived, its par-

liament voted that " it heard of the rebellion with abhorrence,

and was ready to show to the world its attachment to the sacred

person of the king." Lord North obtained its leave to employ

four thousand men of the Irish army for service in America.

That army should, by law, have consisted of twelve thousand

* Diplomatic Correspondence, vi., 159, 160, 186.
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CHAPTER II.

THE SOUTHEKN CAMPAIGN. THE SEPARATE COMMAND OF MORGAN.

1780-1781.

Congress, on the sixteenth of June 1780, directed "Daniel

Morgan of the Virginia line," with his old rank of colonel, to

be " employed in the southern army as Major-General Gates

should direct." Morgan had been justly aggrieved at the

slight recognition by Gates of his services in the capture of

Burgoyne. But, when he heard of the defeat at Camden
and the dispersal of the American army, he hastened to the

scene of disaster, and before the end of September arrived

at Hillsborough. There Gates was doing all that he could

to draw together the remains of the regular army. The mi-

litia of North Carolina joined him in considerable force. Ma-

rion was in the neighborhood of the Santee, and Sumter on

the west of that river; Davie of North Carolina, with dra-

goons and mounted riflemen, had repaired to the Waxhaw
settlement ; Colonel Clark, at the head of exiles from Georgia

and South Carolina, was near Augusta ; the mountaineers of

the West, under Campbell, Cleaveland, "Williams, Sevier, Shel-

by, MacDowell, and others, were gathering for a descent upon

the British posts in South Carolina and Georgia; Comwallis

was planning junction of his forces at Charlotte, with the

intention of proceeding into Virginia.

The governor of North Carolina, holding " Colonol J^Ior-

gan's character as a soldier to be well known in America"

and his presence sure to give spirit to his countrymen, re-

quested him to take command of a regiment of the militia

of North Carolina. This Morgan declined, for Gates received
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OF MORGAN.
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enough to Wl four companies were chosen out of two battalionsand fonned mto a light infanfy battalion, which, w th the

eXLl f^Tr?r" ^°"' '"'' ^-'^-ntiotiloward for its chief; the remains of two regiments ofcavalry were imited under Lieutenant-Colonel WilSwtshington; and the whole were constituted a separateTorl inthe command of llorean Nnr w,» Ar
"-P

.'f ""V m
fnl fripnd, T„ff .,

Morgan without power-tul teends Jefferson, the governor of Virginia, who waskeen-sighted in discerning all the rosourcos of tha ex ensTv^commonwealth, and Eutledge, the great chief magistrnt" rf

con^^ltrl;'^ '""'"™'°* '"^'' -°'^"'"- »congress that the public service in the southern departmentwould bo greutly advanced by his promotion to th?™k ofbrigadier-gencral * By their joint iiSluence, on th thi^en^hof October, si.x days after the battle of KiU MoimtX he

Colonel Otho Wilhams, then the adjutant-general of the southernarmy,eongratn.ated him "on the juttieo" conlrhad

On tlie day follcving the promotion of Morgan, mshimr-ton, acting; under a power delegated to him by congteLTnouneed his selection of Major-Geneml Greene to relieve Gate

Unrtioth of October, congress, confinning the nomination ofGreene assigned to him all the regular troops raised to teraised in Delaware and the states south of it; and conferredon him al the powers that had been vested in Gates,b"i"
ject to the control of the commander-in-chief." Thus "heconduct of the war obtained, for the fct time, theuXteential to success. '

Washington was in danger of being shortly without men •

ye he de ached for the service in the" Carolinas Lielrnt-'
Colonel Henry Lee, his best cavaliy officer, with theTC
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called the Icjjjion, coiisistiMpj of tlirco troops of horso imd

thruo coinpauics of iufiuitry: in all, thrco hundrod and lifty

moil. Iliimiltoii, Moary of the Hilciit ttwlvH of a Boeretaiy, and

iinpatieut to /jjaiii a iiamo in tho world by tlio eomiuand of

troops in tho light of day. having for his object " to act a cou-

tipicuous part in soino enterprise that might raise his character

as a soldier above mediocrity," spoke to Washington about

going to the southward with (}reeno; but ho could not at the

time bo spared by the commander-in-chief, and ri'luctantly

yielded. For (Jreene, Wasliington prepared a welcome at the

South, writing to (loorge Alason :
" I introduce this gentleinau

as a man of abilities, bravery, and coolness, lie has a coinpro-

heiisivo knowledge of our allairs, and is a man of fortitude and

resources. 1 liavo not tho smallest doubt, therefore, of his

employing all the means which may bo put into his hands to

tho best advantage, nor of his assisting in pointing out tho

most likely ones to answer tho purposes of his command."

"Ueneral Washington's inlluonce," so CIreene wrote to llauiil-

ton, " will do more than all tho assemblies upon tho continent.

I always thought him exceedingly po[)ular, but in many places

ho is little less than adored and universally admired. From

being tho friend of tho general, I found myself exceedingly

well received."

At Charlotte, where Greene arrived on tho second of De-

cember, he received a complaint from Cornwallis respecting

the execution of prisoners after the light at King's Mountain,

coujded with a threat of retaliation. Avowing his own respect

for tho principles of humanity and tho law of nations, (Trceno

answered by sending liim a list of about fifty men who had

been hanged by Lord Cornwallis himself and others higli in the

British service ; and ho called on mankind to sit in judgment

on the order of Lord Cornwallis to Balfour after tho action

near Camden, on Lord Rawdon's proclamation, and on the rav-

ages of Tai-leton. No American officer in his department, in

any one instance, imitated tho cruelties systematically practised

by the British. Sumter spared all prisoners, though tho worst

men were among them. Marion was famed for his mercy.

Cruelty was never imputed to Williams, Pickens, or any other

of the American chiefs. But tho British officers continued to
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ridlculo the idea of observing capitulations witii An.ericans inS.H m^ ,,,t those who ciain.ed to bo nuunbers of an i loZ^^^out state could derive no benefit from any Holom oCo'

In the conrso of tho winter Colonel William Cunninr'ham
""'!-• orders from Colonel Balfour at Charleston, led < no hun'

pled of b ", " ^""' ^'""^ '^''y '' *^"- -'-'» J-

icir iiahiutions. At length he came to a house which flhel-

I t'^lt^'T •''''' ''' ""'"'y'^^ "- -der C lone

uTl'l ^^^''^V^^"«"'^'
^" ^"'•render at discretion, a firo fromboth Bides wa« kept up for about three hours, wlien the Britishucceeded in setting tho house inflames. In this ext mftv e.osieged capitulated under tho agreement that they Zd be

r: pUulS"'" 1 "^:, '''''' ''^y -'^" "-ged
ve thn^A T f"""""-^

«'^'"^^^ ^"^1 interchanged; andyet the Americans had no sooner inarched out than the liitMilun.ged Colonel Hayes to the limb of a tree. The econdtcommand was treated in like manner, after whicl Znin'
ird;r n :t^f^^"^'^^^^^^ ^' tl. prisoner, anTS.

8 rea ins nen to follow his example. One of them traversed
1- ground where his old neighbors and acquaintances kj ded

s:fii;:tig:!t!r
''''' ^^^^ *^^^^^ -^^^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^

,,,,wf'' 'f"7 ^^i*^

departure, had brought together two thou-sand three hundred and seven men, of whom a little more than

ZX^^f^^:- "^^^^^^--^-dwereproperT/cTottd

and rSj^ ; •
™ ^^ ""*"^" ^'"" ^"^ adventurous

assumed t"^^^^^^^^^ "'"'
T^"" '^''^ ^'^''^ 'oars' service hoassumed the clnef command in tlio southern department heavoic^d every risk and carried caution almost to ii^ lh2?

Ij^ocountryroundCharlotte had been ravaged. Send^n^Kosciuszko m advance to select a site for an^Lm'menf

"r^TderTh
'
'" 'T -r

^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^-^ "-^^^-
1 of tl' 'V" ' ^''*"' ""^ unexhausted country, at thefalls of the river, he established what he named "a cinp of
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reposo " to itnprovo tlio discipline and Bpirits of his men, and
" to p;ain for himself an opportunity of looking about," leaving

Morgan and the corps which Gates had conlided to his separate

conunand as the solo object of attraction to the army of Corn-

wallis.

Morgan, with his small detached force, crossed the Cataw-

ba just below the mouth of the Little Catawba, and, passing

Broad river, on tlie twenty-fifth of December encamped on the

north bank of the Pacolct. Here ho was joined by mounted

Carolinians under Colonel Pickens, and Georgians under Major

McCall. General Davidson of North Carolina on the twenty.

ninth brought one hundred and twenty men into his camp, but

left immediately to collect more, ^[organ was at that time the

ablest commander of light troops in the world ; in no Euro-

pean army of that day were there troops like those which he

trained. Instructed in vigilance by life in the backwoods, ho

Iiad organized a system for obtaining speedy and exact in-

formation as to the designs and movements of his dispro-

|>ortionately powerful enemy. Greene ofEered him wagons.

"Wagons," he answered on the last day of the year 1780,

" would bo an impediment whether we attempt to annoy the

enemy or provide for our own safety. It is incompatible

with the nature of light troops to be encumbered with lug-

M

Hearing that a large party of Georgia tories was plunder-

ing the neighborhood of Fair Forest, Morgan sent Lieutenant-

Colonel AVilliam Washington with his own regiment and

mounted riflemen under McCall, to attack them. Coming up

with them at about twelve o'clock on the thirtieth, William

Washington extended his mounted riflemen on their wings,

and charged them in front with his ovm cavalry. The tories

fled after great loss in battle, leaving fort.) aa prisoners.

Comwallis—who, when joined by the reinforcement of two

thousand men sent to him from New York by way of Charles-

ton, under Leslie, could advance with thirty-five hundred fight-

ingmen—was impatient of the successes of Morgan, and resolved

to intercept his retreat. On the second of January 1Y81 he

ordered Tarleton, the officer on whom he most relied, to cross

Broad river, writing : " Dear Tarleton—If Morgan is still any-
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where within your reach, I nhall wish yon to push hi.n to the
ntinost. No tuuo is to bo lost." Tarlotou answered l,y prom
muff e.thcT to destroy Morgan's eorps or pusli it before him
over Broad river toward King's Mountain ; and ho wislied
tJienuun army to advance, so as to bo ready to caj.ture the
f..'^.tives. »

1 fool bold in olToring my oi.inion," ho wrote, «
as

It llowH inmi well-founded inquiry concerning the enemy's de-
signs lo this Cornwallis replied: " You have understoodmy intentions perfectly."

Morgan had reported to Greene :
« Forago and provisions

urojiot to be had
;
hero we cannot subsist." In consequence

of theoxhausted c(,ndition of the country in which he was sta-
tioned, his whole force could never bo ke])t together. Parties
from necessity wore always straggling in search of food He
nad requested (Jrocne to recall his detachment to the main
army, or to_ suITer him to pass into Georgia; neither of these
requests being approved of, lie next asked that a diversion
nught bo nwJo m his favor. This recpiost, too, Greene saw
reason, j i.„,„ .^.^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^
fcr the hght troops of the British were pursuing Iiim on the
one side, and their main army preparing to intercept his re-
reat on the other. On the fourteenth Tarleton passed the
Lnoree and lyger rivers above the Cherokee ford. On the
afternoon of the fifteenth Morgan encamped at Burr's Mills onThickoy creek

;
and wrote to Greene his wish to avoid an ac-

lon. Lut this," ho added, " will not bo always in my power »

1 is scouts informed him that Tarleton liad crossed the Tyg;r
at Musgrove's Mills with a force of eleven or twelve hundred
men. On the sixteenth ho put himself and his party in full
motion toward Broad river, while in the evening his camp
of the moniing was occupied by Tarieton's party. The same
(Jay Cornwallis with his army reached Turkey creek

In South Carolina, where the grass is springing throuch
every month of winter, cattle in those days grazc^d all the year
round

;
never housed, nor fed by the hand of man, but driven

rem time to time into cowpens, where the owners gave salt to
tiie herd and eax;h one marked those which were his own. Two
miles frora^ such an enclosure, on a wide plain covered with
primeval pmes and chestnut and oak, about sixteen miles from
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Spartanburg, seven miles from the Cherokee ford on the Inroad

river, and a little less than iive miles from the lino of North

Carolina, Morgan encamped his party for the night. His

fonner j)osition subjected him at once to the operations of

Cornwallis and Tarleton, and, in case of a defeat, his retreat

might have easily been cut off ; at the Cowpens he was in a

position to improve any advantage he might gain, and to pro-

vide better for his own security should ho bo unfortunate.

"With a noble confidence in himself, in his officers, and in hi.s

men, Morgan resolved to give battle to his pursuers. In the

evening he moved among his fellow-soldiers, sustaining their

cheerfulness. During the night Pickens returned from a

short absence with more than a hundred militia, and another

party of fifty came in. The moment was come when it was

safest to fight.

On the seventeenth, at an hour before daylight, Morgan,

through his excellent system of spies, knew that Tarleton's

troops were approaching his camp. His own men, numbering

eighty cavalry and two hundred and thirty-seven infantry of

the troops of the United States, and five hundred and fifty-

three militia from the states of Virginia, North Carolina, South

Carolina, and Georgia, quietly breakfasted and prepared for

battle. The ground chosen was an open wood between the

springs of two little rivulets, with a slight ridge extending

from one of them to the other. The wood was free from im-

dergi'owth ; no thicket offered covert, no swamp a refuge from

cavalry. The best troops were placed in line on the rising

ground. The Maryland light infantry, commanded by Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Howard, formed the centre ; two companies of

approved Virginia riflemen were on each wing. Lieutenant-

Colonel William "Washington and his cavalry were placed as a

reserve out of sight and out of fire. The volunteers from the

Carolinas and Georgia were posted under Pickens in advance,

so as to defend the approaches. About sixty sharpshooters

of the North Carolina volunteers were to act as skirmishers

on the right flank one hundred and fifty yards in front of the

line, and as many more of the Georgians at the same dis-

tance on the left.

Tarleton's troops, numbering a little more than eleven him-
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drcd, having two field-pieces and a great advantage in bayonetsand eavalry, after a n.areh of twelve miles, came in 2ht ao-ght o coek, and drew up in a single line of battle. The fetio^*nifantry fonned their centre witli the seventli regiment on^ heright, the seventy-first on the left, and two hght^companTes ofu hnndi.d men each on the flanks. The a 'illery n ov d inront. Tai^eton, with two hnndred and eighty cavLry'was nthe rear. Is^o sooner were they formed than'their w ol hnerushed forward w:th the greatest impetuosity and with shoutsIhey were received by a heavy and well-directed ilro'Zrom the American skirmishers, and then from the whole ofnckenss connnand; but their superiority of numbers enabled them o gam the flanks of the Americans, who werethus obliged to change their position. They dr^w back!,ood order about fifty paces, fonned, advanced on tl enem^and gave them a volley which threw them into disorder T^e

meTtl 'T' "'V"'
'''''' '''^'^ 1^^--' ^-^"-tivet

^ o tl T '' '^ '^'' ''^'' '^ *^" ^"^^«^^' ^^ ^I-t theyMl)o t^vo or three mmutes before had threatened to turn theAmericans found themselves as it were within a pair of onen
pincers, exposed to tlie converging oblique fire of two com-
punics of sharpshooters on each flank and a direct fire in
ront. Lieutenant-Colonel Howard perceived the wavering
of the Lntish and gave orders for the line to cliarge with
.ayonets Av-lnch was done with such address that the enemy
ficd with the utmost precipitation, leaving their field-pieces
behind them. The Americans followed u^ their advanTg
so effectually that the British had no opportunity of rallv-
mg. Lieutenant-Colonel William Washington, havin- been
informed that Tarleton was cutting down the riflemen'on the
eft, pushed forward and charged his party with such firmness
that they broke their ranks and fied, while Tarleton made no
attempt to recover the day. They were completely routed and
were pursued twenty-four miles by the cavalry.

Of the Americans, only twelve were killed and sixty
wounded. Of the enemy, ten commissioned officers were
lulled, and more than a hundred rank and file ; two hundred
were wounded; twenty-nine commissioned officers and more
tliau five hundred privates were taken prisonei-s, l)esMn seventy
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lilH'

I ,

iu'gr«M'^. Two Htiuulanls, upwiml (»f a Iiuiulrcd dni^ooii Ii()r4('n,

lliirlv-livo wafj^ou!^, ri^lit liiindri'd imiHkflrt, mid two licld-pu'ccH

that liiid Ik'1'11 taluMi Irniii llic P.iitisli iif Saralo^'a and ri-luU'ii

at. CanidtMi, fi'Il into tlic Imiuh of tlui victoiv. 'I'liti iiimu'iiHi!

l>aji;gaj>(' «>!' i'arU'ton'rt party, wliicli had Ikvii N ft, in i1h« rear,

wan dc^lrovt'd by (lit' HritiKli tlKMnw'lvcu. "Our huccchh,"

wrote (lie victor in his iiuxh'st report, "iniiHt he attrihiiled to

tho jnstie«' of our oaiiso and the pdlantry of «tiir troops. My

wisheH woidd inthice me to name every sentinel in the e(»r|w.''

The viett)ry came because the oilieer.H were excellmt ; the

men, of whom every one was at heart a vohmteer, were l)ent on

(htinf their whole duty, and sure thai their f>;eneral knew how to

command theni. Kveryollicer and soldier felt himself one with

his general In will, council, and action. Congress, alleniptiiin^

to Hum uj) the nu'rit of Morgan in threo word-*, instinctively

wrote: '' Virfii.t unlia raU't, I'nited virtue prevails." * Tlie

armv was fashloiu'd by its <j;(>neral into one life, one (h^votcd-

ni'ss, oiu> enerf:;y. " It is impossible," so, on tlu' day after the

battle, wrote Cornwallis, the nearest and most deeply interested

observiM", to the r.ritish commander-in-chief in America, "it is

impossible to foresee all the coiiseipiences that this unexpected

and extraordinary event may produce." "As tho defeat of

I'Vr'nison at Kinu'w Mountain made" to Lord (\)rnwallis

"the lirst invasion of North Carolina impossible," bo Tarloton

fiM-esaw that "tho battle of Cowpens would make the second

disastrous,"

The battle was ended two hours before noon. The pnulencc

of Aloriran was eciual to liis darimj;. Awaro that the (lamp of

Cornwallis at Turkey creek was within about twenty miles of

him and nearer tho fords of the Catawba throup;h wliicli he

must retire, I\b)r«>;an destroyed tlio captured ba<i:j>:agc-wai!;()ns,

paroled tho British ofhcers, intrusted tho wounded to the care

of tho few residents of tho noii^hborhood, and, leaving liis

cavalry to follow him on their return from tho iHwsuit, on

the day of the battle ho crossed tho I'road rivor with his foot

* Tlie controversial writings of tho English onicers on tliin canipiiif;u nic mi-

nioro\is ; tboy iirc the more instructive because controversial. Tliey have all been

consultotl, as well as tlic observations of the l-'reneli niajor-general Cliaslcllux,

who made a careful study of the battle of the Cowpens. Morgan's Life, b]

James Graham, includes his too few remaining papers of historical interest.
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>l<liHoUlierH an.l hi. pnH..nerH, the eapt„red artillnry, nninketH, ur.,J
'

'• '•'••"•'"•dmg l.y eiiHy inarehcH ef ten inJ|,.H a d
ainiiiiiiiitioi

!iyion the tuvnty-lhird he enwHod the Catawha at SheiTahru f.^i
idvin^ lor liM troopM a wiujJi'H n-Ht in I

liver, ho Hont f«»rwanl hin priK(»ncrH to Sah'sj

Hrt eanip north of the

guard of Virginia militia wIkmo time of
|H>e<I. 'riicy wero hoou U^yuml thu Yadkin on tl

N'irginia.

The I

)iiry, under the

Hervico had jimt ex-

M!ir w •y iAt

Utile o f tl

very d ireetion. (J re

great vietorj at the (!owp(,nH npread in
'(MIO nmioun('(!d it in geniTal ord

•M as ' tho llnewt fellown

iiTH, and

•th.on oarth

ina

hiM army Hiiliiled the vict(ti

more w<.rlliy than ever of love." Iti,tl.,dg„' of Soi'ith ( Lnil
re|.(>ated their praiuen, and reward(-d |»i(d<(;nH wit!
Hioii iiH hrigailier. Davidson of North Carol
victory "gladdened every eoimtei

I II <'ommiH-

ina wrof(! that tin;

i.'inee, and paved tho way for
th.^ Halvalmn of th„ (.onntry." The .tate of Virginia votc.l to
Morgan a liorHo and a sword in tc-Htimony of 'Uho highest
est..em of his comitry for his military charact.T an.l aI>ilitieH
so gloriously displaye.]." The United States in eongrens ,,laeed
iiMicng their records 'Ml.e most lively sense of approbation of
the eon<liict of Morgan and tl.r, men and olli(,erH nndcr his
'•;';''''''»>'<'•'' T<, him they voted a gold n.odal, to Howard and
Wilham Washington me(hils of silver, and Hwords to i'i(d<ens
and Tripl(!f.

rornwallls liad entreated Tarleton to make haste and at-
tack tho light troops (,f Morgan, hut liad negleetod ineasureH
to support him. In the eonditi(m of affairs he liad no good
piirt to take hut to remain in Kontli Can.lina and reeover the
mastery there If he eouhl ; l,„t all his proud liopes rested on
a Huceessful campaign in Virginia. The day after the battle
he wrote to Sir Henry Clinton: "Nothing hut the most al>-

Hohito necessity shall induce mo to give up the important ob-
ject of the winter's campaign. Defensive measures would
he certain ruin to tho alfairs of Britain in the southern colo-
nies." On his own responsibility and against the opinion of
us superior oflicer, he persisted in his plan of striking at tho
heart of North Carolina, establishing there a royal govern-
ment, and pressing forward to a junction with the British
troops on the Chesapeake.
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Leaving Lord Rawdon with a considerable body of troops

to defend South Carolina, Cornwallis, with the reinforcement

which Leslie had brought him, began his long march, which h(^

meant should have been a hot pursuit of Morgan, hy avoiding

the lower roads, there being so few fords in the great rivers

below their forks. On the twenty fifth he collected his army

at Ramsower's mill, on the south fork of the Catawba. Ln-

patient of being encumbered and delayed there, he resolved to

give u]i his communications with South Carolina and to turn

his army into Hght troops. The measure, if not in every re-

spect absurd, was adopted too late. Two days he devoted to

destroying baggage aud all wagons except those laden with hos-

pital stores, salt, and ammunition, and four reserved for tlio

sick and wounded, thus depriving his soldiers even of a regular

supply of provisions. Then, by forced marches through floods

of rain, he approached the river, which, having risen too high

to be forded, stopped his march till its waters should subside.

Morgan from the first had divined the policy of Cornwallis,

and, on the twenty-fifth of January, had written to Greene ad-

vising a junction of their forces. On the morning of tbe

thirtieth of January, Greene arrived at Morgan's encampment,

attended only by a few dragoons. lie readily adopted his

advice, and on that very day gave orders to the army on the

Pedee to prepare to form a junction at Guilford court-house

with those under Morgan, with whom he remained.

On the first day of February, Cornwallis, with a part of his

army, passed the Catawba at Macgowan's ford. The dark

stream was near five hundred yards wide, with a rocky bot-

tom and a strong current, and was perseveringly disputed

by General Davidson of North Carolina with three hundred

militia, till in resisting the landing a volley of musketry was

aimed at him with deadly effect. In him fell one of the

bravest and best of those who gave their lives for the inde-

pendence of their country. Forty of the British light in-

fantry and grenadiers were killed or wounded ; the hoi*se

which Cornwallis rode was stnick while in the stream, but

reached the shore before falling. The other division passed

the Catawba at Beattie's ford, and the united army encamped

about five miles from the river on the road to Salisbury,
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On the second and tliird of Febniary the American h'ght in-
fantry, continuing tlieir march, with the British at their heels
crossed the Yadkin at the Trading ford, partly on flats, dur'
mg the latter part of the tune in a heavy rain. The liver,
after the Americans were safe beyond it aiid Morgan had se-
cured all water craft on its south side, rose too high to be
forded. The Americans looked upon Providence as their ally.

Cornwallis was forced to lose two days in ascending the
Yadkin to the so-called Shallow ford, where he crossed on the
seventh, and on the night of the ninth encamped near the
Moravian settlement of Salem. There, near the edge of the
wilderness, in a genial clime and on a bountiful soil, hospitable
emigrants, bound by their faith never to take up arms, had
chosen their abodes

; and for their sole defence had raised the
symbol of the triumphant Lamb. Among them equaUty
reigned. K"o one, then or thereafter, was held in bondage.
There were no poor, and none marked from others by their
apparel cr their dwellmgs. Everywhere appeared simplicity
and neatness. The elders watched over the members of the
congregation, and incurable wrong-doers were punished by ex-
pulsion. After tlieir hours of toil came the hour for prayer,
exhortations, and the singing of psalms and hymns. Under
their weU-directed kbor the wilderness blossomed like the
rose.

On the same day, at the distance of five-and-twenty miles
from Cornwallis, the two divisions of the American army
effected their junction at Guilford court-house. Then General
Morgan, emaciated and crippled by combined attacks of fever
and riieumatism, took a leave of absence. Never again dur-
ing the war was he able to resume a command. Wherever
he appeared he had heralded the way to daring action, and
almost always to success. In 1774, when he was at the mouth
of the river Ilockhocking on the return from a victorious
Indian campaign, he and other triumphant Virginians, hear-
ing that New England was preparing to resist in arms en-
croachments on their liberty, pledged their support to the peo-
ple of Boston. In the early summer of 1775 he raised a com-
pany of ninety-&ix riflemen, and in twenty-one days, without
the loss of one of them, marched them from Yv est Virginia
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to Boston. He comtnandcd the van in the struggle tlirouffU

the wilderness to Canada. Thrice he led a forloni hope be-
fore Quebec. To liim belongs the chief glory of the first groat
engagement with Ihirgoyne's army, and he shared in all that

followed till the surrender ; and now he had won at the Cow-
pens the most astonishing victory of the war. Ho took with
him into retirement the praises of all the army and of the

chief civil representatives of the country.
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CHAPTER III.

THK SOUTHERN CAMPAIGN OF GREENE.

February-September 1781.

Morgan's biicccss liglitcd tlio fire of emulation in tlic breast
of Greene, and ho was " loth it should stand alone." To one of
his subordinate officers on the Pedee ho wrote : " Here is a
fine field and great glory ahead." On the day of his meeting
Morgan he wrote to " the famous Colonel William Campbell"
to " bring without loss of time a thousand good volunteers
from over the mountains." A like letter was addressed to
Shelby, though without effect. To the officers commanding
ni the counties of Wilkes and Surry, Greene said : " If you
repair to arms, Lord ConiwaUis must be inevitably ruined."
lie called upon Sumter, as soon as his recovery should permit,
to take the field at the head of the South Carolina militia ; he
gave orders to General Pickens to raise troops in the district
of Augusta and Ninety-Six, and hang on the rear of the ene-
my; and he sought out powerful horses and skilful riders to
strengthen the cavalry of William Washington.

The two divisions of the American army, after effecting
their junction at Guilford court-houso, were still too weak to
offer battle. Edward Carrington of Virginia, the wise selec-
tion of Greene for his quartermaster, advised to cross tlie Dan
at the ferries of Irwin and Boyd, which were seventy miles
distant from Guilford court-houso and twenty miles below
IMx's ferry, and where he knew that boats could be collected.
The advice was adopted. Green*^ placed under OtliO Wil-
liams^ the flower of his troops as a light corps, which on the
morning of the tenth sallied forth to watch Oornwaliis, to pre-

fl !
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vi'iit liirt ivoiMviiijif corroci iiifonuiifion, and to Iciul him in tliu

direction of Dix'n ferry by guariliiijjj itn ui)[)roac'lie\s. They
suwocded for a day or two in pcrpli'xin;^^ liiiii.

Meantime, (lu> lar<:j('r i)art of (ho army under (Iroeno, with-

out louts, poorly (dothcd, and for (lie most part without hIkk-s,

"many humhvds of the sohliers lraekin<jj tho {ground with their

l)l.)()dy feet," retreated at Iho rate of iseventeen mihis a day

aU)n<^ wiklerne^s roads where tho wa^ou-wheels Hunk deep iu

mire luul tho creeks were swollen by heavy rains. On tln> four-

teenth of I'\d)ruary ITHl they arrived at tlu^ ferri(\s. (srcene

iirst sent over the wai;'ons,and at lialf-i)ast live in the afternoon

could write "that all his troops were over and the stajjje clear."'

iSo soon us (\)rnwalli8 gained <j;ood iuformaiion, he [)ursued

the light troops at tho rato of thirty miles a day, but he Avas

too late. On tho evening of tho fourteenth, Otho AVilliams,

marching on that day forty nnles, brought his party to the

ferries. Tho next morning (\)rnwallis arrived, only to learn

that tho Americans, even to their rear-guard, had crossed tho

river the night before.

On the four days' march from (Jullford court-liouso (}reeiie

scarcely slei)t four hours ; and his care was so compreheu-

sivo that nothing, however trilling, Avas afterwards foinid to

have beiMi overlooked or neglected. " Your retreat before

Cornwallis," wrote AVashlngton, "is highly applauded by all

ranks, and reliects nuich honor on your military abilities."

"Every measure of the Americans," so relates a l»ritish his-

torian, "during their march from tho Catawba to Vii'ginia was

jmliciously designed and vigorously executed.'' S[)ecial ap-

])lanse was justly awarded to Carrington and to Otho Will-

iams. In the camp of Circeno every comitonance VvUis lighted

lip with joy. Soldiers in tattered garments, with but ouo

hlanket to four men, without shoes, regular food, or pay, were

happy in tho thought of having done their duty to their coun-

try ; they all wore ready to recross tho Dan and attack.

After giving his troops a day's rest, Cornwallis moved by

casv marches to Hillsborough, where on tho twentieth lie

invited by proclamation all h)yal subjects in the province to

repair to the royal standard, being ready to concur with them

in re-cstablishin'?" the government of tho king.
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N(| 8oonor had the Uritish loft the bankH of (ho Dan tinn
LcoH log.on rocroBsod the rivor. 'J^hoy wore foMovod on tho
tm>nty.(,rHt by tho li^d.t troopn, and on tho twenty-Hoconu by
(m<ono with tho rent of Iuh anny, inohuling a roinforconient
of BIX liiindrod niilitja-nion of Vir^d,,,-.,.

Tho loyah'stH of North Carolina, inferring from tho prcKda-
.nation ol Oornwalli.s (i.at ho was in poaooablo possosHion of
tl.o cmmtry, rose in Huoh nund)ors that Hovon in(h.pon(h,nt com-
panies wore for.nod in 01.0 day; and Tarh.ton with tiu, iJritish
eg.on was dotaehod aoross tho Haw rivor for their protection.
hy th(, order o (Jroono, PickenH, who had conoetod botwcoa
(liroo and lour hundred militia, and J.eo formed a jnnothm and
n.ovcd ag.-unst both partioH. Missing Tarleton, ihoy fell in
wdl. throe hundred royaMstH nndor (Jolonol I'ylo, and routed
'K'm with

' dreadful oarnag..." Tarleton, who was rofroshing
UK legion about a mile from tho soeno of aetior^, hurried back
to II, Isborough, and all royalists who were on their way to
lo.n the king's standard returned homo. Cornwallis describes
Ins friends as timid, " tho rebels " as " Invotorato."

To compel (Jroeno to accept battle, CJornwallis on tho twen-
ty-sovonth moved his whole force across tho Haw, and en-
<'an.|>cd near Allenumco crook. For seven days Greene lay
within ton miles of tho Uritish, but bafllod them by takinf^
a now position every night. IVo fear of censure could hurry
MS determined mind to hazard an engagement, lie waited

till ho was joined by the south-west Virginia militia under
Uilliam Campbell, by another brigade of militia from Vir-
ginia under (ienoral Lawson, by two from Korth Carolina un-
<l.'r J>utler and Katon, and by four hundred regulars raised for
oighteon months. Then on the fourteenth of March he cn-
«unped near the Guilford court-house, within eight miles of
the J3ritish forces.

At dawn of day on the fifteenth, Cornwallis, having sent off
lis baggage under escort, set in motion the rest of ins army
less than mnetocn hundred in number, but all of them veteran
roops of the best quality. To oppose them, Greene had six-
teen hundred and fifty-one men ecpial to the best of the Brit-
ish and more than two thousand militia-in all, twice as many
as Ins antagonist. But he had given himself little rest since Le
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left his camp on tlio Pcdee ; and on this most eventful day of

his life he found himself worn out with constant watching.

The ground on which his army was to he drawn up was a

large hill, surrounded hy other hills and almost everywhere

covered with forest-trees and a thick undergrowth. To receive

the enemy, he selected three separate positions : the lirst, ad-

mirably chosen ; the second, three hundred yards in the rear

of the first, Avas entirely in the woods ; between one quarter

and one tliird of a mile in the 'iv ^vf the second was the third

position, wliere he drew up his b.s^ troops obliquely, according

to the declivities of a hill on which they were posted, most of

them in a forest. The positions were so far apart that they

could give each other no immediate support ; so that Corn-

wallis had to engage, as it were, three separate armies, and

in each engagement would have a superiority in numl)er8.

Greene persistently differed with the commander-in-chief on

the proper manner of using militia ; AVashington held that

they should bo used as a reserve to improve an advantage,

while Greene insisted that they ought to be placed in front

;

and he now acted on his own opinion.

The position selected for the first line is described by

Greene as the most advantageous he ever saw. It was on the

skirt of the wood, protected on the flanks and rear, having in

the centre a fence, with open ground over which the British

army was obliged to advance, exposed to a lire that must have

torn them in pieces had they encountered troops who would

liave stood their ground. Here Greene placed the two brigades

of North Carolina militia, not quite eleven hundred in num-

ber, his poorest troops, suddenly called together, ignorant of

war, of each other, and of their general officers. On their

right were posted two six-pounders, and Lieutenant-Colonel

William AVashington with an able corps of observation ; on

their left a like corps was formed of Lee's command and the

van of the transmontane riflemen.

The battle began with cannonading about one in the after-

noon. The undivided force of Comwallis displayed into line,

advanced at quick step, gave their fire, shouted, and rushed

forward with bayonets. While they were still in the open

field, at a distance of one hundred and forty yards, the North
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Carolina brigade fled, "none of them having fired more than
twice, very few more than once, and near one half not at all

»
Lee s command was separated from the main army, which the'v
did not rejoin till the next day.

Without pausing to take breath, the British line, which had
not escaped without loss, advanced to attack the second position
of the Americans, defended by the Virginia brigade. Th-men were used to forest warfare, and they made a brave and
obstinate resistance. They discharged their pieces, drew back
behind the brow of the hill to load, and returned to renew
their fire In dislodging some Americans from their post on
a woody height, the ranks of the first battalion of the guards
were thinned and many of their officers fell. The vfrginia
brigade did not retreat till the British drew near enough to
charge with the bayonet.

*=

The British army, though suffering from fatigne and weak-
ened by heavy losses, pressed forward to the third American
line where Greene was present. A fierce attack was madeon the American right by Colonel Webster with the left of
tlie British. After a long and bloody encounter, the British
were beaten back by the continentals, and were forced with
great loss to recross a ravine. Webster was mortally wounded

1 he second battalion of the guards, led by Lieutenant-
Colonel Stewart, broke through the second Maryland regiment,
captured two field-pieces, and pursued their advantage intomore open ground. Immediately Lieutenant-Colonel William
Washing on, who had brought his cavalry once more into the
held made a charge upon them with his mounted men; and
he first regiment of Marylanders, led by Gunby and seconded
by Howard, engaged with their bayonets. Stewart fell under
a b ow from Captain Smith

; and the British party wa. driven
back wih great slaughter and the loss of the cannon which
they had taken. The first battalion of the guards, although
already crippled, advanced against the Americans. A severe
American fire on its front and flanks completely threw them
into disorder At this moment Du Puy's Hessian regiment,
which had thus far suflfered but little, came up in compact
order on the left of the guards, who rallied behind them, re-
newed the attack, and in turn defeated the Americans.
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The r>ntlsh army appeaivJ to l)o p;ainiiig the AmcricaTi

ri<ijlit. Tlio battlo had rasped for two liourrt. (Jreeno could

still order intotlio fight two Virghiia regiments of continentals,

of which one had hardly heeu engaged, the other had hoeu

withlield aa a reserve; but ho hesitated. After deliberating

for some moments, not knowing how much the British had

suifered, he left his cannon and the field to the enemy, and

used his reserve only to cover the retreat of his army. The

hust as well as the lirst in the engagement were the riflemen of

Campbell, wlio continued tiring from tree to tree till the cav-

alry of Tailcton compelled them to fly. After the Americans

were cncam])ed in safety, Greene fainted from exhaustion, and,

on recovering consciousness, remained far from well.

Although the battle at (Uiilford marks the end of the

power of the British in North Carolina, no praise is too great

for the conduct of their officers and troops throughout the day.

On their side, five liundred and seventy were killed or wound-

ed ; and their wounded, dispersed over a wide space of coun-

try, asked for immediate care. Of the Americans, the loss

was, of continentals, three hundred and twenty-six ; of tho

militia, iiiuety-thrce. T^ut nearly three hundred of the Yir-

ginia militia and six hundred of those of North Carolina,

tlieir time of service having almost expired, seized the occa-

sion to return homo.

Virginia furnished to tlio anny that fought at Guilford

sixteen hundred and ninety-three of her militia and seven

hundred and seventy-eight of her continental troops. " The

great reinforcements," wrote Cornwallis to Gcraiain, " sent by

Virflrinia to General Greene while General Arnold was in the

Chesapeake, are convincing proofs that small expeditions do

not frighten that powerful province." Its act of magnanimity

was deliberate. '' Your state," wrote Washington to Jeffer-

son, its governor, " will experience more molestation ; but the

evils from predatory incursions arc not to be compared to the

injury of tho common cause. I am persuaded the attention to

your immediate safety will not divert you from the measures

intended to reinforce the southern anny. The late accession

of force makes the enemy in Carolina too formidable to be re-

sisted without powerful succors from Virginia." And he gave
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orders o Steuben: "Make tho .lefoneo of the state .is little as
l>o88iblo interfere with tlie incaHures for Buccoring (Jeneral
Ureono. Everything is to bo apprehended if ho is not power,
fully supported from Virginia." Jefferson rnado tho advico
ot Washington his r.ile of conduct, though by it he laid him-
•selt open to perverse accusations in his own state. On tho
tJnrd day after the battle CJreene wrote to Washington:
Virginia lias given me every 8U])port I could wish "

In his report of the day of (Juilford, (ireene hardly did
himself justice

; public o,,inion took no note of his mistakes
in the order of battle. What they did obsei-ve was tho forti-
tude with which ho set about retrieving his defeat

On tho eighteenth, Cornwallis, committing his wonndcd
to tho care of tho Americans, with his victorious but mined
jirmy began his ilight; and, as Iio hurried away, distributed
by proclamation news of his victory, offers of pardon to re-
pentant rebels, and promises of protection to tho loyal llo
n-as pursued by (Jreene, who was eager to renew tho battle.
(
n the morning of the twenty-eighth the Americans arrived

at Ramsay s Mills, on Deep river; but Cornwallis had lust afew liours before crossed tho river on a temporary biidfreNo longor in danger of being overtaken, ho moved by way
of Cross creek, now Fayctteville, toward AV^ilmington. His
rapid march through a country thinly inliabitcd left no tracksw uch the quickening of spring did not cover over, except
where houses were burnt and settlements broken up It
taught the loyalists of North Carolina that they could find no
protection from British generals or tho British king All
North Carolina, except Wilmington, was left to the Ameri-
cans.

" From the report of Cornwallis," said Fox, on the twelfth
ot June, to tho house of commons, "there is the most conclu-
sive evidence that the war is impracticable in its obiect and
ruinous in its progress. In the disproportion between the two
armies, a victoiy was highly to the honor of our troops; but
had our army been vanquished, what course could they have
uaken? Certainly they would have abandoned the field of
action and flown for refuge to the sea-side

; precisely the
measures the victorious army was ol)ligcd to adopt." And
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ho movod tlio lioiiso of commons to rooommoiul to tho mituH-

torn ovory possihlo uu'UHiiro for concliKliiii^ ptMcc.

Ill tlio coiirso of Mu) very Um<^ (li'hato tlu! yoim^rci- Williiun

Pitt, tluMi just twi'iity-two, iivoi(lin;i; iUv, ([iicstion of iiuli'Mciul-

onco uiui thus uiu'oiiMciouKly ('((iiciliatiii^ tlio favor of (icorm)

III., cxplaluod to a liKtonin<; lioiiso tho prhuripli's aiul ooiuhict

of his fathor on American all'airs. Thon, roforrin^ to Lord

AVoslcoto, h(^ Haid :
" A iiohlo lord lias callod tho Anioriwin

war a holy war : I alUrm that it is a most accnrsod war, wickod,

barharous cruol, and unnatural; conccivod in injustice, it was

l)rou*jjht forth and nurtured in folly ; its footsteps are marked

with slau<>;hter and devastation, while it meditates (histruction

to the miserahlo poopio who are tho dovotod objects of tho

roacntments which produced it. The llritish nation, in return

for its vital resources in men and money, has received inef-

fective victories and severe defeats, which have lllled the laud

with mourninij; for tho loss of dear relations shiin in tho im-

pious cause of enforciufj; unconditional submission, or narra-

tives of the j^loi'ious exertions of men stru<jf;j;Iin<if under all

dilHculties in tho holy cause of liberty. Where is the Eug-

lishmau who can refrain from woepin<}^, on whatever side vic-

tory may bo declared 'i
" Tho voice was listened to as that of

Chatham, " again livin<i; in his son with all his virtues and all

his talents.'" " America is lost, irrecoverably lost, to this coun-

try," addeil Fox. " Wo can loso nothing by a vote declaring

America independent." On tho division, an increased mi-

nority revealed tho growing discontent of tho house of com-

mons at the continuance of the war.

On the seventh of April, Cornwallis brought tho relics of

his army to Wilmington, where a party sent by his orders

from Charleston awaited him. lie could not move by land

toward (>amden without exposing his troops to tho greatest

chances of being lost. He should have returned to Charleston

by water, to retain possession of South Carolina ; but such a

movement would have published to the world that all his long

marches and victory had led only to disgrace. A subordinate

general, he was sure of the favor and approval of Germain,

and forced his plans on his commander-in-chiof, to whom he

wrote :
" I cannot lielp expressing my wishes that the Chesa-
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i>niko may bocorno tho seat of war, oven, if nocosfiary, at tho
C-XI.0.1S. of al,atuh,ning Now Vork." And withont waiting
for an answer, .n the last days of April, with a force of four-
<".'n hundred and thirty-fivo men, all told, ho left Wihnin.rfon
Or V.rgnua (Clinton, reasoning justly, afterward in self-de-
fcnco replied

:
- Had you intin.ated tho probability of your

... ont.on, r should certai.dy have en.leav<.rod to st^ you, as
1 y then consider sueh a move likely to bo dangerous to our
mterosts in tho southcTU eolonies." \U I„d i„ April received
f.oui the secretary this message: "Lord (ieorgo (lermain
strongly recomuien.ls it to Sir Henry (Clinton cither to remain
... good huiuor, m f„l| conli<lence to be supported as nmch as
I.C nature of the service will adnu't of, or avail himself of tho
c'avo of coming home, as no good can arise to tho service if
here is notfud conhdenco between the general and the minis-
ter It was not Clinton's wish or intention to resign ; but ho
l.:ustcncd to warn (Jermain : "Operations in the Chesapeake
are attended with great risk, unless wo arc sure of a perma.
..cut superiority at sea. I cannot agree to the opinion given
...e b^y Lord Cornwallis. I tremble for the fatal conaequenceB
which may ensue." But CornwalliB, the subordinate general,
had from W ilmington written directly to the secretary " that
a serious attempt upon Virginia would be the most solid plan • »
Jind (Jermain hastened to write to Clinton : « Lord Cornwillis's
opinion entirely coincides with mine of the great importance
of pushing tho war on the side of Virginia with all the force
that can be spared."

In his march from Wilmington, Cornwallis met little resist-
ance, lor the place of junction with the British army in Vir-
ginia ho hxcd upon Petersburg on tho Appomattox.

So soon as Cornwallis was beyond pursuit Greene "deter-
mined to carry the war immediately into South Carolina " Dis-
missing those of the militia whose time wiis about to expire he
retained nearly eighteen hundred men, with small chances of
reinforcements or of sufficient subsistence. He knew tho
hazards which he was incurring ; but, in case of untoward ac-
cidents, ho believed that Washington and his other friends
would do justice to his name.

The safety of the interior of South Carolina depended on
VOL. v.—82
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tlio posfloasion of tlio posts at Camden and Ninoty-Six in that

Btato, and at Anfj^nsta in (Joor^ia. On tho Hlxtli of Anrii

(Jroiniodt'tachod ii forco nndor Loo, wliich joined Marion and
thiijatonod tlio connections hetwoen Camden and ('harleston •

Knmter, with three Binall rei;imcnt^ of rej^nlar troops of tho

state, had in char^jjo to hohl tho eonntry between Cnnulon and
Ninety-Six; and I'iekena with tho woHtern militia to intercept

Hnpphes on their way to Ninety-Six and Angusta.

After these ])reparations, (iroeno on tho Hcventh he'^an liis

niarcli from Deep river, and on tho twentietli oncainpinl his

army a half-mile from tho Htron<; and well-fijarrisoned works of

Camden. In tho hoi)o of intcrceptinp; a party whom Kawdon
had Bent ont, (Jrcono moved to tho south of tho town; hut

findin<jf that ho had been misled, his army, on tho twenty-fourth

took a well-chosen position on llobkirk's Hill. Tho eminenco

was covered with wood, and flanked on tho left by an impassa-

blo swamp. Tho ground toward Camden, which was a inilo

and a half distant, was protected by a forest and thicik shrnb-

bory ; but tho timo given to improve tho strength of the posi-

tion had not boon projierly used. On the twenty-eighth tlio

men, having been under arms from daylight, were ditiinissod

to receive provisions and prepare their morning repast. Tlio

horses woro unsaddled and feeding ; Grccno was at breakfast.

By keeping close to tho swamp, Eawdon, with about nino

hundred men, gained tho left of tho Americans " in some

measure by surprise," * and opened a iiro upon their pickets.

The good discipline which (ireeno liad introduced now stood

him in stead. About two hundred and lifty North Carolina

militia, who had arrived that morning, did nothing during tho

day; but his cavalry was soon mounted, and liis regular troops,

about nino hundred and thirty in number, were formed in order

of battlo in one lino without reserves. Of tho two Virginia

regiments, that under Ilawcs formed the extreme right, tliat of

Campbell tho right centre ; of the two Maryland regiments,

that of Ford occupied the extreme left, of Guuby the left cen-

tre. Tho artillery was placed in tho road between the two bri-

gades. In this disposition ho awaited the attack of Rawdon.

Perceiving that the British advanced with a narrow front,

Wasliington'd Diary, 26 May 1790.



JP. V, ; im. III.

Six ill that

i of April,

fiirion, !uul

^liiirlcston
;

>f>l)s of tho

fMiulcn nnd

;o intercept

!i l)o;2;.in liiH

'•ampt'd his

'd works (»f

in Kiiwdou

town; hut,

snty-fourth,

cniinenco

an inipjiPRa-

was a niilo

hick fihrnh-

of the posi-

-ci^dith tho

dituniHsi'd

ipast. Tho

breakfast.

about nino

"m some

oir pickets.

now stood

;h CaroHua

during tho

uhir troops,

led in order

,•0 Vh-ginla

ght, tliat of

regiments,

he left ccn-

thc two bri-

Rawdon.

rrow front,

1781. TIIK HOUTIIKUN OAMPAKm OP GKKKNK. 499

(|roono ordered Fonl'. regin.unt on tho left ar..l Can.pheirHon the n^ht to wheel respectively «n their Ihtnkn, the vl i.Monr. of HaweH and (}„nhy to charge with hay<. ets wit' -
-/t in-M.g, and, w th ineonsulerate eonlid<..ee in^gainin.rt.o- <ny, weakene<l hin.elf irretrievahl, h, Kendi,^. WMhamWash.ngton w.th his cavalry to <lonblo tho right'll.nk adattack the enen.y n the rear. Jiut Uaw<lon had tin., to e te dI...sfront by ordering np his reserves. Colonel For.l, i„tad.ng on lus n.en, was disabled by a Hovero wound

; and hi., c^'-
nient, without executing their orders, only repl ed bv .loot«cattenng fire. On the other flank tile regin.i ' .^ l, ^con.po.sed of new troops, could not Btan7l tho brunt o f 1 ocno.ny, hough they could be rallied and fonned anew, (i e oled up tho regunents Heveral tin.es in person. The rcime t!under IW and Gnnby advanced iith courage, who ,1

lh,t, on the right of (Junby'. regiment, Captain Leatty, an offi-cer of .o greatest merit, fell mortally w.nnded ; Inset, par

y

c.ft without hiH lead, began to waver, and the wavering all cted
!.o next company. Seeing this, Gunby ordered the regiment
to retire that they might form again. The British troo
so..mg he opportunity, broke througli the American centre'
advanced to the summit of tho ridge, brouglit their whole forcemo action on the best ground, and forced Greene to retreatThe battle was over before William Washington with his cav-
y could malco the circuit through tho fortst to attack their

rear Lach party lost about three hundred men
Kawdon returned to Camden, followed by the congratula-

tions of Comwalhs on " his most glorious victory," which the
genera

,
forgetting King's Mountain and tho Cowpen dHcnbed ^ "by far tho most splendid of this war." "The

.grace 'wrote Greene, "is more vexatious than anything
.

lie OS no more than the British, saved his artille/y, and
oil cted all his men. Receiving a reinforcement of five hun-
ed, Rawdon crossed the Wateree in pursuit of him

; but heKept hiB enemy at bay.

No sooner bad Marlon been reinforced by Loe tban they
mardied against the fort on Wrigbfs Uuil below Camden, the
pnneipal post of tbe Britfah on the Santee, garrisoned b;one
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hundred and fourteen men. The Americans were witliout

cannon, and the bluff was forty feet high ; but the forest

Btretched all around them ; in the night the troops cut and

hauled logs, and erected a tower so tall that the garrison could

be picked off by riflemen. Two days before the battle of Hob-

kirk's Hill it capitulated.

The connection of Camden with Charleston being t":.u8

broken, the post became untenable. On the tenth of May,

after destroying all public buildings and stores and many pri-

vate houses, the British abandoned Camden, never to hold it

again. On the eleventh the post at Orangeburg, held by

sixty British militia and twelve regulars, gave itself up to

Sumter. Rawdon marched down the Santee on the north side,

anxious to save the garrison of Fort Motte, to which Marion

had laid siege. To hasten its surrender, Rebecca Motte, the

owner of the nouse in which they were quartered, on the

twelfth brought into camp a bow and a bundle of Indian

arrows ; and, when the arrows had carried fire to her own

abode, the garrison of a hundred and sixty-five men surren-

dered. Two days later the British evacuated their post at

Nelson's ferry. On the fifteenth Fort Granby, with three hun-

dred and fifty-two men, surrendered by capitulation. General

Marion turned his arms against Georgetown ; and, on the first

night after the Americans had broken ground, the British re-

treated to Charleston. The troops under Rawdon did not halt

until they reached Monk's Comer.

The north-western part of South Carolina was thus recov-

ered, but the British still held Augusta and Ninety-Six. Con-

forming to the plan which Greene had forwarded from Deep

river. General Pickens and Colonel Clarke with militia kept

watch over Augusta. On the twentietli of May they were

joined by Lieutenant-Colonel Lee. The outposts were taken

one after another, and on the fifth of June the main fort with

about three hundred men capitulated. One ofiicer, obnoxious

for his cruelties, fell after the surrender by an unknown hand.

Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, the commander, had himself hanged

thirteen American prisoners, and delivered citizens of Georgia

to the Chcrokees to suffer death with all the exquisite tortures

whio.li Kavno"© barbsirltv could contrive - b^ on his way to Sai"
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vannah an escort protected him from the inhabitants whose
houses he had burnt, whose relations he had sent to tlie gal-

On the twenty-second of Maj, Greene, with Kosciuszko for
his engmeer, and mne hundred and eiglity-four men be^anhe szege of Ninety-Six. The post, though mountW fu'thi^e pzeces of artillery, was strongly fortified; five hundred

llf^ To^'Tn ''' ""P^^ ^ ^^"^^"
'
^"d '^^ commander,

Lieutenant^Colonel Cruger, was an officer of ability and enterpnse A fleet from Ireland having arrived at Charleston ^dth
remforcemeuts, Eawdon on the seventh of June marched withtwo_ thousand men to secure a safe retreat for the garrisonGiving way to an eagerness to gain a victory, Greene on the
eighteenth gave to a party of Marylandei. and of Virginians
tl^ hopeless order to force a lodgment in the fort, in whichno justifying breach had been made. Of the brave men whomhe so rashly sent into the ditch, one third were killed, and b^one m SIX came out unwounded. The next day tlie general

Zl'VT. 'f r*''"^^
'' *^^ ^-^h' complaining"

fortune which had refused him victory at GuiKord, at Cam-
den, and at J^inety-Six.

'

Greene retreated as far as the Enoree. Eawdon, giving
over pursuit and adhering to his purpose, withdrew the garrf

TJ'^V .
^"^"^^^^^P^^^^f ^^inety-Six. Leaving the largest

part of his force to assist in removing the loyal inhabitants of
the district, he marched with a thousand men to establish a
post on the Congaree. Greene followed; and his cavalry
while watching the enemy's motions, made prisoners of forty!
eight British dragoons within one mile of their encampment.

Avoiding an encounter, Lord Rawdon retired to Orance-
burg where he was reinforced. On the other side, Greene
after formmg a junction with the men of Sumter and Marion'
pursued him, and on the twelfth of July offered him battle.'

tbo ofT ™r r'^" ?" '^'' '^"^*^^^*^' ^'^'^^ detached
the cavah-y of the legion, the otate troops and militia of South
Urolina, to compel the evacuation of Orangeburg by striking
t the posts around Charleston; the rest of the army wjordered to the high hills of the Santee. famed for pufe aSand pure water. On the same day the force with Cruger who
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liad evacuated Ninety-Six, joined Rawdon withlils troops. He
had called around liini tlio royalists in the district and set

before tliem the option of making their peace ^vith the Ameri-

cans or fleeing under his escort to Charleston, Once more loy-

alists who had signalized themselves by devoted service to the

king learned from his officer that he could no longer protect

them in their own homes. Forced to elect the lot of refugees,

they brought into the camp of Cruger their wives, children,

and slaves, wagons laden with the little of their property that

they could carry away, sure to bo pushed aside by the Eng-

lish at Charleston as troublesome guests, and left to wretched-

ness and despair.

The British, when united, were superior in number; but

their detachments were attacked with success. They could

not give the protection which they had promised, and the

people saw no hope of peace except by driving them out of

the land. Weary of ceaseless turmoil, Rawdon repaired to

Charleston, and, pretending ill health, sailed for England, but

not till after a last act of vengeful inhumanity. Isaac Ilayne,

a planter in the low country whose affections were always with

America, had, after the fall of Charleston, obtained British

protection ; at the same time he avowed liis resolve never to

meet a call for military service under the British flag. When
the British lost the part of the country in which he resided

and could protect him no longer, he resumed his American citi-

zenship and led a regiment of militia against them. Taken

prisoner, Balfour hesitated what to do with him ; but Eawdon,

who was Balfour's superior in command, had no sooner arrived

in Charleston than, against the entreaties of the children of

Ilayne, of the women of Charleston, of the lieutenant-governor

of the province, he sent him to the gallows. The execution

was illegal ; for the loss of power to protect fortcited the right

to enforce allegiance. It was most impolitic ; for in moderate

men it uprooted all remaining attachment to the English gov-

ernment, and roused the women of Charleston to implacable

defiance. After the departure of Rawdon there remained in

South Carolina no British officer who would have acted in like

manner. His first excuse for the execution was the order of

Comwallis which had filled the woods of Carolina with assas-
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Bins. Feeling tho act as a stain upon his name, ho attempted,
but only after the death of Balfour, to throw on that oiKcer
tho blainc that belonged to himself. On tho voyage to En<r.
land he was captured by tho French.

^

After a short rest, Greene moved his array from the hills
of Santeo in a roundabout way to attack the British at their
post near tho junction of the Watcree and Congareo. They
retreated before him, and halted at Eutaw Springs. He con-
tinued tlie pursuit with so much skill that the British remained
ignorant of his advance. At four o'clock on the morning of
the eighth of September his anny was in m(,tion to attack
them. Tho centre of the front line was com])06ed of two small
battalions from North Carolina, and of one from South Caro-
lina on each wing, commanded, respectively, by Marion and
Pickens. The second line was formed of three hundred and
fifty continentals of North Carolina, led by General Sumner;
of an ecpial number of Virginians, commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel Campbell

; and of two hundred and tifty Marylanders,
uiider Otho Williams. Long and gallantly did the raihtia main-
tain the action, those with Marion and Pickens proving them-
selves equal to the best veterans. As they began to be over-
iwwcred by numbers, they were sustained by the North Caro-
lina brigade under Sumner, while the Virginians under Camp-
bell and the Marylanders under Williams charged with the
bayonet. The British were routed. On a party that prepared
to rally, William Washington bore down with his cavalry and
a small body of infantry, and drove them from the field,

(ireat numbers of the British fell, or were made prisoners.
Many of the Americans who joined in the shouts of triumph

were doomed to bleed. A brick house sheltered the British
as they fled. Against the house Greene ordered artillery to
play from open ground

; the gunners were shot down by rifle-

men, and the fleld-pieces abandoned to the enemy. Upon a
party in an adjacent wood of barren oaks, of a species whose
close, stiff branches by their stubbornness made cavalry helpless,
Greene for a slight object ordered William Wsishington to
charge with his horsemen

; the order was obeyed, and the ex-
cellent oflicer, to whom belonged so much of the glory of the
campaign, was wounded, disabled, aud taken prisoner. So

n
I I

'I

'11

1

/

'•f ;'^-i

) *

? (.

I

:l I'

i

;

! i i

1

I!

V V

1

; ,'i
i

,



U il

504 THE AMERICAN KEVOLUTION. EP. V. ; en. HI.

.li: il

i

'1

'if i

*s

'i! M!
1; <l

tn ,

( i
!-

there were at Eutaw two Biiccessive engagements. In the first

Greene won a brilliant victory and with little loss ; in the eec-

ond, his own hasty orders brought upon himself a defeat with
the death or capture of many of his bravest men. In the
two engagements the Americans lost, in killed, wounded and
missing, live hundred and fifty-four men ; they took five hun-
dred prisoners, including the wounded ; and the total loss of

the British approached one thousand.

The cause of the United States was the cause of Ireland.

Among the fruits of their battles was the recovery for the

Irish of her equal rights in trade and legislation. Yet such
is the complication in human affairs that the people who of all

others should have been found taking part with Amei-ica sent

against them some of their best troops and their ablest men.
Irishmen fought in the British ranks at Eutaw. Lord Edward
Fitzgerald, who received on this day wounds that were all but
mortal, had in later years no consolation for his share in the

conflict ;
" for," said he, " I was then fighting against liberty."

Occupying the field of battle by a strong picket, Greene
drew off to his morning's camp, where his troops could have

the refreshment of pure water, and prepare to renew the at-

tack. But the British in the night, after destroying stores and

breaking in pieces a thousand muskets, retreated to Charleston,

leaving seventy of their wounded. Resting one or two days,

Greene with his troops, which were wasted not only by battle,

but by the climate, regained his old position on the heights of

Santee. From Morris, the financier, he received good words

and little else ; but his own fortitude never failed him. He
says of liimself : "We fight, get beaten, and fight again."

He had been in command less than ten months ; and in that

time the three southern states were recovered, excepting only

Wilmington which was soon after evacuated, Charleston, and

Savannah. The legislature of South Carolina, at its next

meeting, in testimony of its approbation and gratitude, voted

him an estate in their "country" of the value of ten thou-

sand guineas. To this Georgia added five thousand guineas,

and North Carolina four-and-tweuty thousand acres of the

most fertile land in Tennessee.
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CHAPTER ly.

THE LAST CAMPAIGN OF THE AMEEICAN WAE.

1781.

Sib Henry Clinton persevered in the purpose of holding
a station in the Chesapeake bay; and, on the second of Janu-
ary 1781, Arnold, with sixteen hundred men, appeared by his
order m the James river. The generous commonwealth of
Virginia having sent its best troops and arms to the more
southern states. Governor Jefferson promptly called the whole
militia from the adjacent counties ; but, in the region of plant-
ers with slaves, there were not freemen enough at hand to
meet the invaders. Arnold offered to spare Richmond if he
might unmolested carry off its stores of tobacco ; the proposal
being rejected with scorn, on the fifth and sixth its houses
and stores, public and private, were set on fire. Washington
used his knowledge of the lowlands of Virginia to form for
the capture of Arnold a plan of which the success seemed to
him certain. From his own army he detached about twelve
hundred men of the New England and New Jersey lines under
the command of Lafayette, and asked the combined aid of the
whole French fleet at Newport and a detachment from the land
forces louder Rochambeau. But d'Estouches, the French ad-
miral, had already sent out a sixty-four-gun ship and two
frigates, and did not think it pnident to put to sea with the
residue of tho fleet. The ships-of-war, which arrived safely
111 the Chesapeake, having no land troops, could not reach
Arnold

;
but, on their way back to Rhode Island, they captured

a British fifty-gun frigate. Washington, on the sixth of
March, met Rochambeau and d'Estouches la council on board
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the flag-sliip of the French admiral at Newport, and the plan
of Washington, for a combined expedition of the French fleet

and land forces into Virginia, was adopted. But the execu-

tion of the plan was too slow ; the benefit of a fair wind and
of a day were lost, so that Arbuthnot, with the British fleet

overtook them off the capes of Virginia. A partial engage-

ment ensued for an hour. On the next day the French, ad-

vised by its council of war not to renew the action, returned

to Newport ; while the British sailed into the Chesapeake.

On the twenty -sixth of March, General Phillips, who
brought from New York a reinforcement of two thousand

picked men, took the command in Virginia. All the stores of

produce which its planters in five quiet years had accumulated

were carried off or destroyed. Their negroes, so desired in

the "West Indies, formed the staple article of plunder.

By a courier from Washington Lafayette received infor-

mation that Virginia was to become the centre of active opera-

tions, and was instructed to defend the state as well as his

means would permit. His troops, who were chiefly from New
England, dreaded the climate of lower Virginia, and, besides,

were destitute of everything
;
yet when Lafayette, from the

south side of the Susquehannah, in an order of the day, offered

leave to any of them to return to the North, not one would

abandon him. At Baltimore he borrowed two thousand pounds

sterling, supplied his men with shoes and hats, and bought

linen, Avhich the women of Baltimore made into sunmier gar-

ments. Then, by a forced march of two hundred miles, he

arrived at Richmond on the twenty-ninth of April, tlie even-

ing before Phillips reached the opposite bank of the river.

Having in the night been joined by Steuben with militia,

Lafayette was able to hold in check the larger British force.

The line of Pennsylvania was detained in that state week after

week for needful supplies ; while Clinton, stimulated by Ger-

main's praises of the activity of Cornwallis, sent anotlier con-

siderable detachment to Virginia.

On the thirteenth of May, General Phillips died of malig-

nant fever. Arnold, on whom the command devolved, though

only for seven days, addressed a letter to Lafayette, who re-

turned it, refusing to correspond with a traitor. Arnold
i-.t.



P- V. ; on. IV.

ci the plan

i-ench fleet

tlie execu-

' wind and

•itish fleet,

ial engage-

drench, ad-

1, returned

ipcake.

illips, who
) thousand

le stores of

icumulatcd

desired in

er.

ived infor-

tive opera-

ivell as his

from New
id, besides,

!, from the

lay, ofl^ered

one would

nid pounds

nd bought

inmier gar-

1 miles, he

, tlie even-

the river,

til militia,

itish force,

week after

}d by Ger-

lother con-

1 of malig-

ed, though

to, who rc-

'. Arnold is

nsl. THE LAST CAMPAIGN Of THE AMERICAN WAU. 607

rejoined by threatening to cend to tlio Antilles all Ameri-^n pnsoners, unless aeartel should be immediately eoneludedOn the twentieth Comwallis arrived at Peterabnrg"0^dered Arnold back to New York.
Clinton detaehed him oneo more, and this time ao-ainst hisnative state On the sixth of September his party hded 0^

bnrnt O „'"''^,^'""'™- ^''° *°™ -a. ^>l„Lred anSburnt. On the other side of the river Colonel Lcdvard and
about one hundred and fifty ilUrmod militiat™tenSFort Grrawold on Groton Hill for forty minutes with th«

ed the British assailants, was wounded near tho works andMajor Montgomery was killed immediately after. AVhenMyard bad surrendered, Major Bromfield, on whom the Brmstcommand had devolved, ran him through with his sword Id- osed quarter to the garrison. Sevenly-three of torn 'wT^killed and more than thirty wounded; about forty were c^
"isTo"'^- '''' '"^ -P"""-' Arnol/disa;p:a:s

desiSlTbf "°v^°™^ ^"^f "''"™ ''^ '""1 ^ P^fctentlydesired to be-m Virgima, at the head of seven thousand eflect-

land, and with undisputed command of the water. "Wantmg a rudder in the storm," said Eiehard Henry Lee, " fte

f«d t"r Tw 'I^
'" ""' "^''^'" -O lo Voposed to

2t "d- ?r"f ^"^""g'"" immodiately and invest himw^h dictatorial powers." But Jefferson reasoned: "Thehough alono of creating a dictator is treason against man!hnd giving to their oppressor a proof of the imbeeiUrofrepublican government in times of pressing dan.-er Thegovernment instead of being bmced for grfater ewtionswould , thrown back." As govemor of Virginia, spT kte^for Its people and representing their distressed, he wote tf

IZT i 1 ^^V'^
countryman would restore full eon-

blion d you repair to your native state, the difficulty wouldthen be how to keep men out of the field."
During the summer, congi'ess, against the opinion of Samuel
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Adams and witliout aid from Massachusetts, substituted for its

own cxecutivo committees a single chief in each of the most
important departments. Robert Morris was placed in cliar"-o

of the iinauces of the confederation ; in conformity with the

wish of the French minister, which was ably sustained by Sul-

livan, the conduct of foreign affairs was intrusted to llobert

Livingston of New York. Washington would have gladly

seen Schuyler at the head of the war department.

Outside of congress, Hamilton persevered in recommend-
ing an cflicicnt govcrament. His views were so identical

with those of Robert JVIorrls that it is sometimes hard to say

in whoso mind they first spnmg up. They both laid the

greatest stress on the institution of a national bank ; the opin-

ion that a national debt is a national blessing was carried l)y

Morri.i to a most perilous extreme.

The conduct of tho war continued to languish for the want
of a central govcnnnent. In tho states from which the most

was hoped, Hancock of Massachusetts was neglectful of busi-

ness ; Reed, tho president of Pennsylvania, was more ready to

recount what the state had done than undertake to do more •

so that the army was not wholly free from tho danger of being

disbanded for want of subsistence. Of the armed vessels of

the United States, all but two frigates had been taken or de-

stroyed.

Madison persevered in tho effort to obtain power for con-

gress to collect a revemic, and a committee was named to

examine into the changes which needed to be made in the

articles of confederation. "The difliculty of continuing the

war under them," so wrote Luzerne, on the twenty-seventh of

August, "• proves the necessity of reforming them ; they wore

produced at an epoch when the mere name of authority in-

spired terror, and by men who thought to make themselves

agreeable to the jieople. I can scarcely persuade myself that

they will come to an agreement on this matter. Some persons

even believe that the existing constitution, all vicious as it is,

can be clianged only by some violent revolution."

The French government declined to furnish means for the

siege of New York. After the arrival of its final instnictions,

Rochanibeau, attended by Chastellux, in a meeting with Wash-
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ington at WeathcrBfioM o,> tbo twcnty-Iiret of May, settled ti.epruhmmanes „f the eampalgiu The LVcch la.fd fo"o 1to marcl, to tho Hudson rive,-, and, i„ conjunction ,vith ZAmcncan anny, be ready to move to the sontl.wa d Z
.
asse was clmrged anew on Lis way to tl,o Nortl, to enter the(.l.e..peake. In the direction of the war for the conunR Jot!son there would be union; for congress had lodged the hS-

llrr; w" .

" r^»™ """ -""-- departments nt;muds of W»sl„ng on, and France Imd n.agnanimously placedher troops under liis command.
i'lacea

Before bis return, tho American general called unon th„governors of tbo New England .tates,*?.in ean,e and pl cdterms "to complete their continental battalions, to bold Cosof m,bt,a ready to march in a week after being called fo andto adopt el^ectwo modes of supply. Govern^ Trumbull of

In Juno tbo French contingent, increased by fifteen hun

llud on river. The mbabitants crowded around them on theirmarch, glad to recognise in them allies and defend7 tLngbts of private property wcro scrupulously respected and tbopolty agencies of local laws good-naturedfy submitted toUrnwa 1.8 began his career on the James river in Viminiaby sczmg horses, which were of the best breed, and Z"
"

ng five or six hundred men. lie then started „ purTnUof
Lafayette, who, with about ono thousand contincnt^Mroopswas posted between Wilton and Richmond, waiting for^inforcements from Pcnnsvlvnnin ut e A "

him" w,.„t„

"m icnnsylvania. "Lafayette cannot escapehm, wrote Clinton to Germain. The youthful major-gen-
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littlo below tho mouth of Byrd creek. For tlio next ten days
his head-quarters were at Elk Hill, on a plantation bclongiufj

to Jefferson.

Two expeditions were undertaken. With one hundred and
eighty dragoons and forty mounted infantry, Tarlcton, destroy-

ing public stores on the way, rode seventy miles in twenty-

four hours to Charlottesville, where the Virginia assembly

was then in session ; but the assembly, having received warn-
ing, had adjourned to the valley beyond the Blue Ridge, and
Jefferson had gone to tho mountains on horseback. The
dragoons overtook seven of the legislature; otherwise, the

expedition was fruitless.

Simcoe, with a party of mixed troops, was sent to destroy

stores over which Steuben with a few more than five hundred
men kept guard. Steuben had transported his majyazine

across tho Fluvanna, and the water was too deep to bo forded.

Tarleton suffered nothing of Jefferson's at MouticcUo to

be injured. At Elk Hill, under the eye of Comwallis, all his

barns and fences were burnt ; the growing crops destroyed •

the fields laid absolutely waste ; the throats cut of all horses

that were too young for service, and the rest carried off. He
took away about thirty slaves, not to receive freedom, but to

suffer from a worse form of slavery in tho AVcst Indies. The
rest of the neighborhood was treated in like manner, but with

less of malice.

In the march of the British army from Elk Hill down the

river to Williamsburg, where it arrived on the twenty-lifth of

June, all dwelling-houses were plundered. The band of

Lafayette hung upon its rear, but could not prevent its depre-

dations. The Americans of that day computed that Comwallis,

in his midsummer marchings up and down Virginia, destroyed

property to the value of three million pounds sterling. He
nowhere gained a foothold, and his long marches thoroughly

taught him that the people were bent on independence.

At Williamsburg, to his amazement and chagrin, he re-

ceived orders from his chief to send back to New York about

three thousand men. Clinton's letter of the eleventh expressed

his fear of being attacked in New York by more than twenty

thousand ; there was, he said, no possibility of re-establishing
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ordor in Virginia, so genera! was tl.o disaffection to GreatBntam; Comwallis sl.ouid therefore take „ defensive Tul
.on m any healthy station ho might choose, be it at Williamtbnrg or Yorlctown. On the fifteenth ho wrote further: "t

chmate at th,s season of the year than are absolutely wantedfor a defensive and a desultory water expedition." "Do

coTL H 1°
""•"""'"='' "" ""^ "i^'-o"*''. "will visit this

wol r. • nT' r'""'
"'"^ ^""S with him troops aswell as ships. But, when ho hears that your lordship ha,taken possess,™ of York river before him, I think that thdr

first efforts will be in this quarter. I am, however, under nogroat apprehensions, as Sir George Rodney seems t^ l.avo tSosame susp.cons of de Grasso's intention thlt wo have, and wHof course follow him hither."

From this time the hato which had long existed botweonthe heuteuant-general and the e„mma„de°in.=hief showeS.self without much ..serve. Cornwallis was eager to step

hi
«l™f comm.andi Sir Henry Clinton, tho.th he hadhreatened throw up his place, clung to it tenaefonsly, and

tolr^S "'^*''--"-^o "Uupcd"bylJ'riv,at

t,l,/n,!y"'f
"pinions it is my duty implicitly to submit," was

tonrt of July he began h.s march to Portsmouth. On thatday he royal army arrived near James Island, and in heovemug the advanced guard reached the opposit Cl If heJames nver. Two or threo more days we^ required to ca ryover all ho stores and the troops. Lafayette lith his smaUarmy followed at a distance. Beside fifteen hundred rcCThtrooi«, equal to the best in the royal armv, he drew tohS
TrZTTf"™'^!>"»=" -" --'ed on therown orfefiom Maryland and Virginia. Youth and generosity, courage

were quick, h,s yigdance never failed, and in his methods offfumng information of the movements of the enemy he el^ed every oflicer in the war except Washington au'dM^.
gan. AH accounts boar testimony to his caution. Of his self-
possession in danger ho was soon called upon to give proof
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On tho Bixtli, Lafayette judged correctly that the great
body of the Eritish army was still on tho north eido of tho
James river

; hut Wayne, without his knowledge, detached a
party under Colonel Galvan to carry off a field-piece of the
enemy which waa said to lie exposed. The information
proved false. The party with Galvan retreated in column
before the advancing British line till they met "WajTie with
tho Pennsylvania brigade. It suited the character of that offi-

cer to hazard an encounter. Tho British moved on with loud
shouts and incessant fire. Wayne, discovering that ho had en-
gaged a greatly superior force, saw his only safety in redoub-
ling his courage

; and ho kept up the fight till Lafayette, brav-
ing the hottest fire in which his horse was killed under him
brought up the light infantry and rescued the Pcnnsylvanians
from their danger. Two of Wayne's field-pieces were left be-

hind. In killed and wounded, each side lost about one hun-
dred and twenty. The action took its name from the Greene
Springs farm, about eight miles above Jamestown, where
Lafayette encamped for the night.

After passing the river, Comwallis, on the eighth, wrote
orders to Tarleton with mounted troops to ravage Prince Ed-
ward's and Bedford counties, and to destroy all stores, whether
public or private. The benefit derived from the destnictiou

of property was not equal to the loss in skirmishes on the

route and from the heats of midsummer.
From his camp on Malvern Hill, Lafayette urged Washing-

ton to march to Yirginia in force ; and he predicted in July
that, if a French fleet should enter Hampton Roads, the Eng-
lish army must surrender. On the eighth of the same month
Comwallis, in reply to Clinton, reasoned earnestly against a de-

fensive post in the Chesapeake :
" It cannot have the smallest

influence on the war in Carolina : it only gives us some acres

of an unhealthy Pwamp, and is forever liable to become a

prey to a foreign enemy with a temporary superiority at sea."

Thoroughly disgusted with the aspect of affairs in Virginia, he

asked leave to transfer the command to General Leslie, and go

back to Charleston. Meantime, transport ships arrived in the

Chesapeake ; and, in a letter which he received on tho twelfth,

he was desired by his chief so to hasten the embarkation of
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flTJ-' uT'^ """. "'"' ""=^ "'el-t »ail for Now York withintoHy-osht ho,,™
;
for, deceived by lottery which were written

ai^ic";::pr'

"^ "-"-^ "'* '^^ --^ --« «-"^
But the judgment of Clinton was further confused l.vanother cause. The expectation of a brilliant„^ ZV.rg.n,a had captivated the minds of Lord George San.d the long; and, now that Cornwallis was thoroLh y eur dof h.8 own presumptuous delusions, they came back to Sonm the shape of orders from the British secret.^ who dweUon the vast importance of the occupation of Vir^„rand onthe wisdom of the present plan of pushing the wa

'

,°n that

.r: d-'thi'nk':? :
^"'"

"r"'"""'" "> "^ «" cuntnShould th nk of leaving only a sufficient force to servo for

continued
.

\ our ideas of the importance of rccoverinff thatprovince appearing to be so different from mine I tho,Lt it

frs^Mrctlnfth'™^"^'"^
"'"^•'=^'^'^ otherL^I'tonme subject, and, tho,r opinion concurring entirely with miL

|t has been submitted to the king, „nd*I am comm ndrd byI..3 majesty to acquaint yon that the recovery of the sou hemprovinces and the prosecution of the war from south toTor™
.3 to be considered as the chief and principal object for theemployment of all the forces under your command whfch c.™

ses^ir- oTr*' 't7 1 "^ P'""^' '" '•^ niajesty^pr

June " Tb. !^T i
^'° ^''"'^'^ P™'^' ^""g *o I'im mJune The rapidity of your movements is justly matter ofastonishment to all Europe." To Clinton he repe" tl^

with mine. So Clinton's peremptory order by which troopsm Virginia had been already embarked to sail for New Yor^waa—nian-ied "As ,» qnitting the Chesapeake ent^

Lrflrst^f T° >

"
?

'""'' '^""'"^ by Cornwallis on the
tvrenty.first of July, "I cannot entertain a thought of such a

da,fw; r • ?
P"'""" *" '" " ^"""X" "^o*- And fourdajs later Chnton urged again: "It ever has been, is, andever will be, my firm and unaltemble opinion that it is of thetet consequence to his majesty's ailairs on the continent. th»t
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we take possession of tlie Chesapeake, and that we do not

afterward relinquish it." "llemain in Chesapeake, at least

until the stations I have proposed are occupied and established.

It never was my intention to continue a post on Elizabeth

river." Now the post of Portsmouth on Elizabeth river

had, as Lafayette and Washington well understood, the special

value that it oilered in the last resort the chance of a retreat

into the Carolinas.

The infatuation of Germain was incurable; and on the

seventh of July he continued :
" The detachments sent to Vir-

ginia promise more toward bringing the southern colonists to

obedience than any offensive operation of the war ;

" a week

later: "You judiciously sent ample reinforcements to the

Chesapeake ; " and on the second of August :
" As Sir George

Rodney knows the destination of de Grasse, and the French

acknowledge his ships sail better than theirs, he will get before

him and be in readiness to receive him when he comes upon

the coast. I see nothing to prevent the recovery of the whole

country to the king's obedience."

The engineers of Cornwallis, after careful and extensive

surveys, reported unanimously that a work on Point Comfort

would not secure ships at anchor in Hampton Roads. To

General Phillips, on his embarkation in April, Clinton's words

had been :
" AV"ith regard to a station for the protection of the

king's ships, I know of no place so proper as Yorktown."

Nothing therefore remained but, in obedience to the spirit of

Clinton's orders, to seize and fortify York and Gloucester.

Cornwallis accordingly, in the first week of August, embarked

his troops successively, and, evacuating Portsmouth, trans-

ferred his force to Yorktown and Gloucester. Yorktown was

then but a small village on a high bank, where the long pen-

insula dividing the York from the James river is less than

eight miles wide. The water is broad, bold, and deep; so

that ships of the line may ride there in safety. On the oppo-

site side lies Gloucester, a point of land projecting into the

river and narrowing till it becomes but one mile wide. These

were occupied by Cornwallis, and fortified with the utmost dili-

gence ; though, in his deliberate judgment, the measure prom-

ised no honor to himself and no advantage to Great Britam.
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On the other hand, Lafayette, concentrating his forces in a
strong position at a distance of about eight miles, indulc^ed in
the happiest prophecies, and on the twenty-fourth of August
wrote to Maurepaa

:
" I owe you so much gratitude, and feel

for you so much attachment, that I wish sometimes to recall
to your recollection the rebel commander of the little Virginia
army. Your interest for me will have been alarmed at'' the
dangerous part which has been intrusted to me in my youth
Separated by five hundred miles from every other corps and
without any resources, I am to oppose the projects of the
court of St. James and the fortunes of Lord Comwams. Thus
far, we have encountered no disaster." On the same day his
words to Vergennes were :

" In pursuance of the immense
plan of his court. Lord Cornwallis left the two Caroliuas ex-
posed, and General Greene has largely pi.uted by it. Lord
Comwalhs has left to us Portsmouth, from which place he was
in communication with CaroHna, and he now is at York, a very
advantageous place for one who has the maritime superiority.
If by chance that superiority should become ours, our little
army will participate in successes which will compensate it for
a long and fatiguing campaign. They say that you are about
to make peace. I think that you should wait for the events
of this campaign."

On the very day on which Comwanis took possession of
York and Gloucester, Washington, assured of the assistance of
de Grassc, turned his whole thoughts toward moving with the
French troops under Rochambeau and the best part of the
American army to the Chesapeake. While hostile divisions
and angry jealousies increased between the two chief British
officers in the United States, on tlie American side all things
conspired happily together. De Barras, who commanded the
French squadron at Newport, wrote as to his intentions :

" De
Grasse is my junior; yet, as soon as he is within reach, I will
go to sea to put myself under his orders." The same spirit
insured unanimity in the mixed council of war. The rendez-
vous was given to de Grasse in Chesapeake bay; and, at the
instance of Washington, he was to bring with him as many
land troops as could be spared from the Westlndies. Clinton
was so onrtain in 1his own mind that 4.-L- r ikT
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was tlio groat object of Wasliington tluit, altlioii<rli tlio force
undor Lis coininand, includiiif? militia, was nearly ei«-lit(>en

thousand, ho ButTerod tho Hudson river to ho crossed on tlio

twenty-third and twenty-fourth of August without seizintr the

opportunity to give annoyance. Wurnib, a Hessian colonel

who had command at King's Bridge, again and again reported

that tho allied armies were obviously propanng to move ao-ainst

Cornwallis ; but tho general insisted that tho appearances were
but a stratagem. On the second of September it first l)roko

on his mind that Washington was moving southward.

In tho allied camp all was joy. Tho enthusiasm for politi-

cal freedom took possession not of tho French ollicers only

but of tho Boldiws. Every one of them was proud of belli"-

a defender of tho young republic. On tho iifth of Septem-

ber they encamped at Ohestor. Never had tho French seen ;i

man penetrated with a livelier or more manifest joy than Wash-
ington when ho thero learned that, on the last day but ono iji

Avigust, tho Count de Orasso, with twenty-eight ships of tlio

lino and nearly four thousand land troojw, had entered tho

Chesapeake, where, without los,^ of time, he had moored most

of the iloct in Lynnhaven bay, blocked up York river, and

without being in tho least annoyed by Cornwallis, had disem-

barked at James Island three thousand men under tho com-

mand of tho Marquis do Saint-Simon. Hero, too, prevailed

unanimity. Saint-Simon, though older in military service as

well as in years, placed himself and his troops as auxiliarioa

under tho orders of Lafayette, because he was a major-general

in the service of tho United States. The combined army in

their encampment could be a])proachcd only by two passages,

which were in themselves difficult and were carefully guarded,

80 that Cornwallis could not act on the oilensive, and found

himself effectually blockaded by land and by sea.

One more disappointment awaited Cornwallis. Lord Sp.nd-

wich, after tho retirement of Howe, gave tho naval command

at New York to officers without ability ; and the aged Arbuth-

not was succeeded by Graves, a coarse and vulgar man, of

mean ability and without skill in his profession. Ilodney

should have followed de Grasso to the north ; but ho had be-

come involved in pecuniary perils by his indiscriminate seizures
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ut St. EuBtatiuM am] conduct dnri,... the lon^-continucd salo of
li.H I>n.o_Koud,s Ploadi.-. ill l.ealth, l,e escaped to England.
>UKl ;n lus Htead sent Si. San.uol Hood, with fourteen L ofthe line, fngates, and a lire-Hl.ip, into the Chesapeake, wliere aJimctum w: h (Jraves would have given the EngliHi the h«.
pronutcy. 1 ut (JravcH, who was of higher rank than Jlood,
wjus out of the way on a cruiHo before Bonton, to gain wealthhy p.ck.ng np pruoM. Meantime, de Barnu,, with eight nhins
o the hne, na.ied from Newport, convoying ten transpoAa
winch earned onhuu.ce for the siege of Yorktown.

Phere vvas no want of infornuition at New York, yet theBnt.sh leet dul not leave Sandy Jlook until the day after de
(.rasHc had arrived in the Chesapeake. Karly or. the lifth of
Septena,er, Graves discovered the French fleet at anchor inthe mouth of that hay. J)o (irusso, though eighteen hundred
of MS seamen and nmety oflicer. were on duty in James river,
ordered his slnps f^ dip their cables, turn out from the anchor
ago grouu,

,
and fonn the line of battle. The action began atonro clock H. the afternoon, and continned till about sunset,

he I>nti.h sustamed so great a loss that, after remaining fivecaysm sight of the l-'rench, they returned to New York On
the hi>.t day of their return voyage they evacuated and burned
he lernble, a slup of the line, so much had it beendamaged HI the engagement. De Crasse, now undisturbed

nuu^ter of the Chesapeake, on Ins way back to liie anchoring
ground captured two British ships, each of thirty-two gims,
and he found de havnis safely at anchor in the bay

Leavu.g the allied troops to descend by water from Elkm^r and Baltinum. Washington, with Kochambeau andChas-
tcllux, ndmg sixty miles a day, on the evening of the ninth
reached his "own seat at Mount Vernon." It was the first
time ni more than six years that ho had seen Im home. From
Its natural terrace above the Potomac his illustrious guestscommanded a noblo river, a wide and most pleading expanse
of country, atid forest-clad heights, which were soon to become
the capital of the united republic.

Two days were given to domentic life. On the fourteenth
the party arrived at Williamsburg, where Lafayette, recalling
the moment when in France the poor rebels were held in light
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esteem, and when he nevertheless came to share with them all

their perils, had the pleasure of welcoming Washington as

generalissimo of the combined armies of the two nations.

The first act of AVashington was to repair to the Ville de
Paris to congratulate de Grasse on his victory. The system
of co-operation between the land and naval forces was at the

same time concerted.

At this moment GeiTy wrote from Massachusetts to Jay

:

" You will soon have the jjleasuro of hearing of the capture of

Lord CornwalHs and his army." "ITothing can save Corn-

wallis," said Greene, " but a rapid retreat through Korth Caro-

lina to Charleston." On the seventeenth, Cornwallis reported

to Clinton :
" This place is in no state of defence. If you

cannot relieve me very soon, jon must be prepared to hear the

worst." On that same day a council of war, held by Clinton

at New York, decided that Cornwallis must be relieved' "at
all events before the end of October." The next day Rear-

Admiral Graves answered :
" I am very happy to iind that

Lord Cornwallis is in no immediate danger."

One peril yet menaced Washington. Count do Grasse

hearing of a reinforcement of the fleet at New York, was bent

on keeping the sea, leaving only two vessels at the mouth of

the York river. Against this Washington, on the twenty-

fifth, addressed the plainest and most earnest remonstrance

:

" I should esteem myself deficient in my duty to the common
cause of France and America, if I did not persevere in en-

treating you to resume the plans that have been so happily

arranged." The letter was taken by Lafayette, who joined to

it his own explanations and reasonings ; and de Grasse, though

reluctant, was prevailed upon to remain within the capes.

Washington wrote in acknowledgment :
" A gieat mind knows

how to make personal sacrifices to secure an important general

good."

The troops from the North having been safely landed at

Williamsburg, on the twenty-eighth the united armies marched

for the investiture of Yorktown, drove everything on the Brit-

ish side before them, and lay on their arms during the night.

The fortifications of Yorktown, which were nothing but

earthworks freshly thrown up, consisted on the right of re-
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doubts and batteries, with a line of stockade in the rear, which
supported a high parapet. Over a marshy ravine in front of
the right a large redoubt was placed. The morass extended
along the centre, which was defended by a stockade and bat-
teries. Two small redoubts were advanced before the left.
The ground in front of the left was in some parts level with
the works, in others cut by ravines ; altogether very conven-
ient for the besiegers. The space within the works was ex-
ceedingly narrow, and, except under the cliff, was exposed to
enfilade.

The twenty-ninth was given to reconnoitring and forming
a plan of attack and approach. The French entreated Wash-
ington for orders to storm the exterior posts of the British • in
the course of the night before the thirtieth, Comwalhs ordered
them all to be abandoned, and thus prematurely conceded to
the allied armies ground which commanded his line of works
in a very near advance, and gave great advantages for opening
the trenches.

At Gloucester the enemy was shut in by dragoons under
the Duke do Lauzun, Virginia militia under General Weedon,
and eight hundred marines. Once, and once only, Tarieton
and his legion, who were stationed on the same side of the
river, undertook to act offensively ; but the Duke de Lauzun
and his dragoons, full of gayety and joy at the sight, ran
against thorn and trampled them down. Tarieton barely
escaped ; his horse was taken.

In the night before the sixth of October, everything being
in readiness, trenches were opened at six hundred yards' dis-
timce from the works of Corawallis—on the right by the
Americans, on the left by the French; and the labor was
executed in friendly rivalry, with so much secrecy and dis-
patch that it was first revealed to the enemy by the light of
morning. Within three days the first parallel was completed,
the redoubts were finished, and batteries were employed in
demolishing the embrasures of the enemy's works and their
advanced redoubts. On the night before the eleventh the
French battery on the left, using red-hot shot, set on fire the
frigate Charon, of forty-four guns, and three large transport
ships which were entirely consumed.

h.

SI
n Ik

m
i

ill

ll

,1.'m

!
:

i'



620 TUE AMElilOAN REVOLUTIOJf. KP. V. ; cii. IV.

I ns

On tlie eleventh, at niglit, the second parallel was bocnin
within three hundred yards of the lines of the besieged. This
was undertaken so much sooner than the British" expected
that it could ho conducted with the same secrecy as before •

and they had no suspicion of the working parties till daylight
discovered them to their pickets.

All day on the fourteenth the American batteries were
directed against the abattis and salient angles of two advanced
redoubts of the British, both of which needed to be included
in the second parallel

; and breaches were made in them suffi-
cicnt to justify an assault. That on the right near York river
was garrisoned by forty-live men, that on the left by thrice as
many. The storming of the former fell to the Americans
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander iramil-
ton

;
that of the latter to the French, of whom four hundred

grenadiers and yagers of the regiments of Gatinois and of
Deux Fonts, with a large reserve, were intrusted to Count
"William de Deux Fonts and to Baron de I'Estrade.

At the concerted signal of six shells consecutively dis-
charged, the corps under Hamilton advanced in two columns
without firing a gun—the right composed of his own battalion,
led by Major Fish, and of another commanded by Lieutenant^
Colonel Gimat; the left, of a detachment under Lieutenant-
Colonel Laurens, destined to take the enemy of reverse and
intercept their retreat. All the movements were executed
with exactness, and the redoubt was at the same moment en-
veloped and carried in every part. Lieutenant Mansfield con-
ducted the vanguard with coolness and punctuality, and was
wounded with a bayonet as he entered the work. Captain
Obey led the firat platoon of Gimat's battalion over the
abattis and palisades, and gained the parapet, receiving two
bayonet wounds in the thigh and in the body, but not till he
had directed his men to form. Laurens was among the fore-
most to climb into the redoubt, making prisoner of Major
Campbell, its commanding ofiicer. Animated by his example,
the battalion of Gimat overcame every obstacle by their order
and resolution. The battalion under Major Fish advanced
with such celerity as to participate in t' ?» assault. Incapable
of imitating precedents of barbai-ity, t. . Americans spared
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every man that eoasod to resist ; so that the killed and woundedof the enemy did not exceed eidit. The conduct nf Z « •

brought conspicuous honor to Ifamilto.
° "^""^

Prccscly as iho si^^nal was given, the French on the leftm hke manner, began their march in .he deepest silence Ij

erilerodtrr '"'"*^f"" '""" *-= -^™'" "-^ wetclmllenged ly a German sentry from the parapet ; thev pressedon a a qmck ti.ne, exposed to the fire of the LnZ ^eabatfa and palisades, at twenty.five paces fron t LouU
urC^cfsnl/"'

P~-7"' »'»1''^" «-" fo*r domett:uica ana cost tin ii manv 1 vna «,^ ^^ xi

cleared bv fl.„ k
^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ *^'e way was

t:^.£tr,,LTb:it:,7T,-Ssh^
Tdtl^rerdT;his^:xrL7 r'- '- ^"^*' ^''»

Deux'ponts rai^dZ ety ^'^^JT^, ^^'"^^ ""

Deatod lur nil ^^? 1
•

.
^^^' wiiicli was re-

vo CCS no Silfr
'="""'™'°"» ^'"'O --0 "We to lift theirvoices. J)o Sireuil, a very young captain of yagers who hadbeen woiinded twice before, wa. now wounded for the tUM.me and mortally. Within six minutes tlie redoubt wL mit red and manned

;
but in that short time neaa-ly o., l"aof the assailants were killed or wounded

banne"rs'"ofT''' "™.$7
'""'^'^ <'™"« g=>^'»''^ »™™d thebanners of France and America. Washington acknowledgedthe emulous courage, intrepidity, coolness, ,^id firmnorolfhe

at acking troops Louis XVI. distinguished the™ .ment o?Gatmois by naming it " the Royal Anvergne "
°

By the unwea.-iod labor of the French and Americansteh redoubs were included in the second pai^HeTTtro

s xteenth the British made a sortie upon a part of the secondarallel and spiked fo.ir French pieces of artillery and two ofho Americans; but, on the quick advance of th'e I'ds "a

Jil e":*™; T'
-^-^^^O P-'Pitately. The sprste"eas y extracted

;
and m six hours the cannon again took portin the Are which enfiladed the British works.
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On tho scvGntcentli, CorawalHa, who could neither hold
his post nor escape, proposed to surrender. On the ei<rht-

eenth, Colonel Laurens and tho Viscount do Noaiiles as coni-

niiflsioncrs on tho American sido met two high olficers of tho
army of Cornwallis, to draft tho capitulation. Tho articles

were the same aa those which Clinton had imposed upon Lin-
coln at Charleston. All tho troops were to be prisoners of
war ; all public property was to bo delivered up. Runaway
slaves and the plunder taken by officers and soldiers in their

marches through tho country might bo reclaimed ; with this

limitation, private property was to bo respected. All royal-

ists were left to bo dealt with according to the laws of their

own countrymen ; but Cornwallis, in tho packet which took
his dispatches to Sir Henry Clinton, was suffered silently to

send away such persons as were most obnoxious.

Of prisoners, there were seven thousand two hundred and
forty-seven regular soldiers, the flower of tho British army in

America, beside eight hundred and forty sailors. The Eritish

loss during the siege amounted to more than three hundred
and fifty. Two hundred and forty-four pieces of cannon were
taken, of which seventy-live were of brass. The land forces

and stores were assigned to the Americans, tho ships and mari-

ners to the French. At four o'clock in tho afternoon of the

nineteenth, Cornwallis remaining in his tent, Major-General

O'Hara marched the British anny past tho lines of the com-
bined armies and, not without signs of repugnar. o, made his

surrender to Washington. His troops then stepped forward

decently and piled their arms on the ground.

The English soldiers affected to look at the allied army
with scorn

; their officers conducted themselves with decorum,

yet felt most keenly how decisive was their defeat.

Nor must impartial history fail to relate that the French
provided for the siege of Yorktown thirty-six ships of the line;

and that while the Americans supplied nine thousand troops,

the contingent of the French consisted of seven thousand.

There was no day before it or after it like that on which

the elder Bourbon king, through his army and navy, aseistcd to

seal the victory of tho rights of man and to pass from nation

to nation the lighted torc^' of freedom.
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When the letters of Washington announcing the capitulo-
tion reached congress, that body, with the people streaming in
their train, went in procession to tho Dutch Lutheran church
to return thanks to Almighty God. Every breast swelled with
joy. In tho evening Philadelphia was illuminated with
greater splendor than over before. Congress voted honors to
Washington, to llochambeau, and to do Grasso, with special
thanks to the olFicers and troops. The promise was given of a
marble column to be erected at Yorktown, with emblems of
tho alliance between the United States and his most Christian
majesty.

The Duke do Lauzun, chosen to take tho news across tho
Atlantic, arrived in twenty-two days at JJrost, and reached
Versailles on the nineteenth of November. Tho king, who
had just been made happy by the birth of a dauphin, received
tho glad news in tho queen's apartment. The very last sands
of tho life of tho Count do Maurepas wero running out ; but
ho could still recognise do Lauzun, and tlio tiding threw a
halo round his death-bed. No statesman of his century had a
more prosperous old ago or such felicity in tho circumstances
of his death. Tho joy at court penetrated tho people, and tho
name of Lafayette was pronounced Avith veneration. "His-
tory," said Vergennes, " offers few examples of a success so
complete." " All tho world agree," wrote Franklin to Wash-
ington, " that no expedition was ever better planned or better
executed. It brightens the glory that must accompany your
name to tho latest posterity."

The first tidings of tho surrender of Cornwall is reached
England from France about noon on tho twenty-fifth of No-
vember. " It is all over," said Lord North many times, under
the deepest agitation and distress. Fox—to whom tlie defeats
of armies of invaders, from Xerxes' time downward, gave the
greatest satisfaction—heard of the capitulation of Yorktown
with triumphant delight. lie hoped it might become the con-
yiction of all mankind that power resting on armed force is
invidious, detestable, weak, and tottering. The ofiicial report
from Sir Henry Clinton was received the same day at mid-
night. When on tho following Tuesday pariiament came
together, the Bpecch of the king was confused, the debates in
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tlio two houses augured an impending change in the opinion
of parliament, and the majority of the ministry was reduced
to eighty-seven. A fortniglit later the motion of Sir Jauics
Lowther to give ^ip "all further attempts to reduce the re-

volted colonlcd " <.vad well received hy the membere from the
country, auu tlio iUajority of the ministry, after a very Ion"-

and animated debate, dwindled to forty-one. The city of Loif-

don entreated the king to put an end to " this unnatural and
unfortunate war." Such, too, was the wish of public mcetino-fj

in Westminster, in Southward, imd in the counties of Middle-
Bcx and Surrey.

The chimes of the Christmas bells had hardly died away
when the king wrote as stubbornly as ever :

" ^ o difficulties

can get mo to consent to the getting of peace at the expense
of a separation from America." Yet Lord (Jcorge Germain
was compelled to retire from the cabinet. It was sought to

palliate his disgrace by a peerage
; but, when for the first time

ho repaired to the house of lords, he Vv'as met by reproof for

cowardice and incapacity.
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CHAPTER V.

BRITAIN 18 WEARY OF WAR Wmi AMERICA.

January-June 1782.

The campaign in Virginia being (inisi.ed, Washington andthe eastern army were cantoned for the winter in t1.eir oldposifon. aronnd New York; Wayne, with the Pennsylvania
hne, marched to the South to reinforce Greene; the Cnch

."rrrstZr''""^'-^'"^^

nro,f
',"'" ''?"/ ^"^ ^'"""^ '"'•"S"'. eongress conld not rc-pres alarm a the extent of the control over the negotiations

or .t, winch, m the previou, month of June, had been granted
to I.™,ee On the seventh of January 1782, Robertiuvmgaton, the fli-st American secretary for foreign ailairs, nrov-mg Inmself e^ual to th= supremo responsibility devolved Znhnn, rose above every local interest or influenee, and, clearlyrepresentmg the spirit of the people and the dkiresof c™^gross eom.„un,catod to the American commissioners for peacenew mstruchons on its conditions. The boundaries on the^^tthe northeast, and the north were to be the ocean and «.ewell-known hne between the United States and Canada- on
e west, the Mississippi

; for the south, Livingston "reting
the dangers of restoring West Florida to Great Britain, with

TunUedsf
"

^'^'^'?'f'^'
the interests of France a'nd of

L ri^ 1 , !
™"''';''"'^

'" '""''"''= *^'-'"" B"'"!" from both

tosSh ' ""^ *J''="''" ^^-^ ">"'!'= t» their restoration

State!tT'°? T"-'"^
^^1 '?"' •"""'"°" "S'"' of ""^ United

btatcs to the fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland
;
yet not
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within Buch distance of the coasts of other powers as the hiw
of nations allows them to appropriate

; the sea, hy its nature

cannot bo appropriated ; its common henetits are the right of

all mankind.

The commisaionors were further instructed thot no atipu-

latiou must be made in favor of the American partisans of

England who had been banished the country or whose proj)-

erty had been forfeited.

Should the Floridas bo ceded to Spain, it would be essen-

tial to iix their limits precisely, for which the directions of

congress ot 1777 were made the rule.

These instructions were received by Franklin in March.

They carried joy to the old man's heart, and ho answered

:

" Your communications of the sentiments of congress with

regard to a treaty of peace give mo great pleasure, and tlie

more as they agree so perfectly with my own opinions and fur-

nish me with additional arguments in their support. My ideas

on the points to be insisted on in the treaty of peace are, I

assure you, full as strong as yours. Be assured I shall not will-

ingly give up any important right or interest of our country,

and, unless this campaign should aiford our enemies some con-

siderable advantage, I hope more may be obtained than I yet ex-

pect. Let us keep not only our courage but our vigilance." *

The action of congress was slower but not less firm. On
the seventeenth of November 1781 the delegates for Massa-

chusetts laid before congress the prayer of their state, that the

right in the fisheries which had heretofore been enjoyed might

be continued and secured, f

The subject was referred to Lovell of Massachusetts, Car-

roll of Maryland, and to Madison. The young Virginia states-

man, whoso wisdom so often pointed out to his country the

way of escape from embarrassment, took the lead in the com-

mittee, and the ultimatum of peace which he prepared merged

the prayer of a single commonwealth in an ultimatum that

included the interests of the nation. His report, :j: -which was

Diplomatic Correspondence, iii., 314, 328. f Secret Journals, iii., 150,

:|: This report, which is in the handwriting of Madison, is preserved in the State

Department, in the MSS. labeled " Committees on State Papers." It is printed in

Secret Joanials, iii., 151=201, and ia New York Historiwil Collections for IBIS,
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made on tho day after Livingston had written his instructionsto tho commisBioners for peace, argued at large in favor ofTo
ofTL'rt '' ,"" ""P*^'^^ '' ^^"^--^ ^-t the dec s onof that body was h".^ uu lyed.

"^uwon

_

Oa the wort no ','«i.ci„-y was to bo known but tho Missis-B,pp.. Congross :.,.r.t,.. its instmctions of Juno ifsTsta sacnhco of nati. nal r-nity; but. listening to tho advice o?Madison ,t refuse,' t- xonsidor them, ehoosing rather Lproceed by supplementary instructions. After long dely^and debates, on the third day of October, congress by the voteof mne states, declared that the territorial elaL of the stltoa. heretofore made, their participation in the lishcries andthe free navigation of tho Mississippi, were not only he rtdubitable nghts, but were essential to their pr^siity andthey trusted that the efforts of his most ChristiL fa.Wywon d bo successfully employed to obtain security fo 7htonghts. Nor could they refrain from setting befofo the Id!of France that no compensation eould be made to the oyd s!refugees for property confiscated in tho several states, Zolon account of the sovereignty of the individual f'ates by whichthe conflscation had been made, but of the wanton devlstatioa«luch the eifzens of the states had experienced from tho ene-my, and m many instances from the very peraons in whose fa-vor such Jaims might bo urged.*
mile the conditions of peace were under considerationAmenea ohtamed an avowed friend. Henry Laurens, theAmerican plenipotentiary to the Netherlands, having beentaken eaptiyo and carried to England, John Adams was ap-

pointed in his place. The new envoy had waited more than
eight months for an audience of reception. Encouraged bythe success at Yorktown. on the ninth of January I7I2 Ad-ams presented himself to tlie president of the staWgeneral,
renewed his formal request for an opportunity of present^mg his credentials, and "demanded a categorical LwefwUehhe migljt transmit to his sovereign." He next went in per-on to the deputies of the several cities of Holland, and. fol-lowing the order of their rank in the confederation, repeated
his demand to each one of them. The attention of Europe

•Secret Jourails for 3 OMobet U82, Hi., 213.
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was drawn to the sturdy diplomatist, who dared, alone and un-
supported, to initiate so novel and bold a procedure. Not
one of the representatives of foreign powers at the Haone be-
lieved that it could succeed.

On the twenty-sixth of February, Friesland, whose people
had retained in their own hands the election of their regencies

declared in favor of receiving the American envoy; and its

vote was the index of the opinion of the nation. A month
later, the states of Holland, yielding to petitions from all the
principal to^vns, followed the example. Zealand adhered on
the fourth of April ; Overyssel, on the fifth ; Groningen, on
the ninth; Utrecht, on the tenth; and Guelderland, on the

seventeenth. On the day which chanced to be the seventh
anniversary of " the battle of Lexington " their high mio-hti-

nesses, the states-general, reporting the unanimous decision of
the seven provinces, resolved that John Adams should be re-

ceived as the minister of the United States of America.
The Dutch republic was the second power in the world to

recognise their independence ; and the act proceeded from he-

roic sympathy with a peoj^le in part descended from its own
citizens, and struggling against oppression after the example
of its o^vn ancestors. It gave new life to the public hope, es-

pecially in New York. On the fifteenth of June John Adams
found special pleasure in being formally presented to the fam-
ily of which the first and the third William accomplished such
great things "for the protestant religion and the rights of

mankind." " This country," so he wrote to a friend, " appears
to be more a home than any other that I have seen. I have
often been to that church at Leyden, where the planters of Ply.

mouth worshipped so many years ago, and felt a kind of venera-

tion for the bricks and timbers."

The liberal spirit that was prevailing in the world pleaded
for America. The emperor of Austria proclaimed in his do-

minions freedom of religion. If liberty was spreading through
all realms, how much more should it make itself felt by the

people of England who regarded their own country as its

chosen abode! It might suffer eclipse during the rage to

recover their former transatlantic possessions by force; but

the old love of freedom, which was confirmed by the struggle
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of centuries, must reassert its sway. The temper of the Brit-sh mmd was thoroughly changed. In the years which Mowed the peace of 1T63 the profits of agriculture manufactures, and commerce inc^ased with acoeleSted spee^ Tl^J

sa™
:"';'.*'='=. «^t«»tocraey had kindled in attempting tosa™ a slullmg m the pound on their land tax by ta^^ thecolomes through the agency of the British parWnt^Ldoubled the national debt and more than doubled Te amoumof Its yearly mtorest. Rents were declining. Laad hadTrnnearly one th.rd in price. The war narrow^ed the fltign raarlets for BntiBh manufactures. While Great Britain in mswas sa>d to have employed in navigation about seven thJ,

year 1 ^2, captured nearly one thu,! of that number of whichmore than twelve hund:^, escaping recapture, arrived 1^.^^
ports. The nation had become involved in fom- wara and

continued, t might be driven to stop payment of the interestmoney on the funds, and thus ruin their future credit Theling was cast down by the loss of the good wishes of ncarlv

their political influence on the course of events in Europewa, gone and could not be r«=overed till the war shouIdZe
to an end Moreover, the difficulties in which BritainTa^
involved had grown out of her departure from the prir^
P^e, which had made her the moat successfol coloni^tgIZ,
wit? 1 *; rr

°?'°°"'' ""•* ^"""^^ '^-J ''^<=™«<^ 'W tookwith them the hberties of the parent country. England w^at war with her own traditions, and a miniXy was in powe^which as Iittlo represented the Uberal colonial policy ofXand as the Stuarts had represented its constitution, ifekmgdomwas divided against itself: the success of AmericIwas needed for the future success of the principles of Eng&hlb rty in England The change in the public mind of If.
land was so complete that the,« wa. left no party in Greft

with the condition of continuing the war, and the inability
* G. Cabot to Sewall, in Lodge's Cabct, 116.
f Oswald in Diplomatic Correspondence, iii.", 4-18.
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of tlie rainiBtry of Lord North to renew it was conceded
even by themselves. In the calm hours of the winter re-

cess, members of the house of commons reasoned dispassion-

ately on the strife with their ancient colonists. The estimates

carried by the ministry through parliament for America were
limited to defensive measures, and the house could no longer

deceive itself as to the hopelessness of the contest. Accord-
ingly, on the twenty-second of February, a motion against

continuing the American war was made in the house of com-
mons by Conway ; was supported by Fox, WiUiam Pitt, Barre,

"Wilberforce, Mahon, Burke, and Cavendish ; and was nega-

tived by a majority of but one. Five dayti later, a resolution

by Conway for an address to the king of the same purport ob-

tained a majority of nineteen.

On the twenty-eighth Edmund Burke wrote to Franklin

:

"I congratulate you as the friend of America; I trust not

as the enemy of England ; I am sure as the friend of mankind •

the resolution of the house of commons, carried in a very full

house, was, I think, th^ opinion of the whole. I trust it will

lead to a speedy peace between the two branches of the Eng-
lish nation."

The address to the king having been answered in equivocal

terms, on the fourth of March Conway brought forward a sec-

ond address, to declare that the house would consider as ene-

mies to the king and country all those who would further

attempt the prosecution of a war on the continent of America

for the purpose of reducing the revolted colonies to obedi-

ence; and, after a long discussion, it was adoj^ted without a

division. "With the same unanimity, leave was the next day

granted to bring in a bill " enabling " the king to make a peace

or a truce with America. The bill for that purpose was ac-

cordingly introduced by the ministers; but more than two

and a half months passed away before an amended form of it

became a law under their juccessors. A former secretary of

legation repaired to France as the agent of the expiring min-

istry, to parley with Yergennes on conditions of peace, which

did not essentially differ from those of Necker in a former

year.

Fox, in the debate of the fourth, denounced Lord North
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and his colleagues as "men void of honor and honesty" a 00ahtion with any one of tbpm no „^ • ^ .

"^Jnesry, a co-

take an, share L' a new ad"lS fon, !jTZeZS^

atXo°r • er':lr„n:e'T^ -^rt
*'- »"

tTT' we. nnpreeZrZTZ^X^H^
Clays before narrowlv pRpnnorJ « ,.^* i;

> ""^"g a mw
J x^a^iuwiy escapea a vote of censure mQ^ 0+ +i,«

shonted wnd„ the narof^i^'™^l^ot 't^speaker hesitated: when Lord ivrn.fl. • .
"-""f^P^^ous. llie

nounced that his administration was at an end
Ihe outgoing ministry was tlie worst which Eneland l,ndknown since parliament had been supreme. '"^Such a bunchof .mbeeihty," said the author of " Taxation no Tytny '"aud

TI a'-o. .

y'^y"'^ ""i gave thanks " that it was dis

i-ni;::,^,arrsttsr trrr

-

party Chi a him a. their representee^:; sa^ mt hrin:

^treiu^rn'-" •'"' ''^ -ho-ai^hip, his un^ffl dS
C; r ,1

'^ "?' P"™"' '"^' ""-i g°ed ™rds from Bumsfrom Gibbon, and more than all from Macaulay, havereSfor him among his countrymen a less evil repute as mtstera.an ho deserved. English opinion has decided tlTatU, dministration no more deserves to be recognised as the e^i^s"eion of the British mind on the fit methfds of colonirirv'emment, than the policy of James II. to be accepteTsB fteexponent of EnglUh liberty.
accepted as the

and!'ird7o';r.;: T^^'-"^"^ ? p-^-iT'" ^^ ^ ^^"'
..n tixxcc^iuupa only could contribute mem-
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bers to an administration. The new tory or conservative party,

toward which the whigs represented by Portland and Burke
were gravitating, had at that time for its most conspicuous and
least scrupulous defender the chancellor, Thurlow. The fol-

lowers of Chatham, of whom it was the cardinal principle

that the British constitution recognises a king and a people no
less than a hereditary aristocracy, and that to prevent the

overbearing weight of that aristocracy the king should sus-

tain the people, owned Shelbume as their standard-bearer.

In point of years, experience, philosophic culture, and supe-

riority to ambition as a passion, he was their fittest leader

though he had never enjoyed the intimate friendship of their

departed chief. It was he who reconciled George III. to the

lessons of Adam Smith, and recommended them to the youno-er

Pitt through whom they passed to Sir Kobert Peel ; but his

habits of study, and his want of skill in parliamentary tactics

had kept him from political connections as well as from politi-

cal intrigues. His respect for the monarchical element in the

British constitution invited the slander that he was only a coun-

terfeit liberal, at heart devoted to the king ; but in truth he

was very sincere. His reputation has comparatively suffered

with posterity, for no party has taken charge of his fame.

Moreover, being more liberal than his age, his speeches some-

times had an air of ambiguity, from his attempt to present his

views in a form that might clash as little as possible with the

prejudices of his hearers. The third set was that of the old

whigs, which had governed England from the revolution till

the coming in of George III., and which deemed itself invested

with a right to govern forever. Its principle was the para-

mount power of the aristocracy ; its office, as Rockingham ex-

pressed it, "to fight up against king and people." They
claimed to be liberal, and many of them were so ; but they

were more willing to act as the trustees of the people than

with the people and by the people. Like the great Roman
lawyers, the best of them meant to be true to their clients,

but never respected them as their equals. An enduring

liberal government could at that time be established in Eng-

land only by a junction of the party then represented by

Shelbume and the liberal wing of the sujjporters of Rock-
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The king kept his sonows, as well as he could, pent up inhis own breast, but his mind was "truly torn to pieces '^yhe inflexible resolve of the house of commons to stop the wa^

Enghshmen. Moreover, he felt keenly " the cruel usage S all

frLIT"; .^"^'^''"'^^^^"^ -ery one adhered^o the
prmc:ples of the armed neutrality, and every great one but

TCdavT T
'
^'^'' ^--«^P^*-- of the United States.

lt^7fV '^'''''^'^ announced its retirement he pro-posed to Shelburne to take the administration with Thurlow

?hT4'll '^^^-r^'
Camden, Grafton, and RockinghamTh^ Shelburne declined as "absolutely impracticable," and,from an equal regard to the quiet of the sovereign aid thegood of the country, he urged the king to send fofEocking!

ham. The kmg could not prevail with himself to accept the
advice, and he spoke discursively of his shattered health, his
agitation of mmd, his low opinion of Rockingham's unde !
standing, his horror of Charles Fox, his preference of Shel-burne as compared with the rest of the opposition. For a dayhe contemplated calhng in a number of principal persons,among ,v^om Rockingham might be included ; and, when themany objections to such a measure were pointed out, he still
refused to meet Rockingham face to face, and could not bring

Shdbirne
^'^ '^""''^^^^ ^^'"""^^ *^' intervention of

In this state of things, Shelburne consented to be the bearer
of a message from the king, with authority to procure " the
assistance and coK)peration of the Rockinghams, cost what itwould more or less." "Necessity," relates theking, "mademe yield to the advice of Lord Shelburne." Before Lepting
the treasury, -^oeV.ngham made but one great proposition^
thaUhere should oe "no veto to the independence of Amerl
ica The king, though in bitterness of spirit, consented in
writmg to the demand. "I was thoroughly resolved," he says

Imera'"
^ ^'^ '^''' ""^ "''''*^ '''' "''^ negotiation witii

In constructing a ministry, Rockingham composed it of

bi
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membera from both branches of the liberal party. His oAvn
connection was represented by himself, Fox, Cavendisli, Kep-
pel, and Richmond; but as chancellor he retained Thurlow
who boro Shelbnrno malice and had publicly received the
glowing eulogies of Fox. Shelbnrno took with him into the
cabinet Camden ; and, as a balance to Thurlow, the great lawyer
Dunning, raising him to the peerage as Lord Ashburton. Con-
way and Grafton might be esteemed as neutral, having both
been members alike of the Rockingham and the Chatham ad-

ministrations. Men of the next generation asked why Burke
was offered no seat in the cabinet. The new tory party would
give power to any man, however born, that proved himself an
able defender of their fortress ; tlio old whig party reserved

the highest places for those cradled in the purple. " I have
no views to become a minister," Burke said, " nor have I any
right to such views. I am a man who have no pretensions to

it from fortune;" and he was happy with the rich office of
paymaster for himself, and lucrative places for his kin.

Franklin, in Paris, carefully watched the changes of opin-

ions in the house of commons, and saw clearly that Sholburne
must bo a member of the new administration. Already, on
the twenty-second of March 1782, through a traveller return-

ing to England, he opened a correspondence with his friend of
many years, assuring him of the continuance of his own ancient

respect for his talents and virtues, and congratulating him
on the returning good disposition of his country for America.
"I liope," continued he, "it will tend to produce a general
peace, which I am sure your lordship, with all good men,
desires; which I wish to see before I die; and to which
I shall with infinite pleasure contribute everything in my
power."

This overture arrived most opportunely. Shelburne, as the

elder secretary of state having his choice, elected the home
department which then included America ; so that he had by
right the direction of all measures relating to the United States.

On the fourth of April he instructed Sir Guy Carleton to pro-

ceed to New York with all possible expedition ; and he would
not suffer Arnold to return to the land which he had bargained
to betray. On the same day he had an interview with Lau-
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rens, then in England, as a prisoner on parolo; and, havingearned of h.m the p„,ve« o£ tho American c^nmi sbnirsbe o,. ovemng ho eeloeted for tho diplomatio agent toSw.tl> then .ehard Oswald of Seotland. The ki,^, ,n vedtthe aeeoptabo part which Sholbumo had "acted S the ,ri.olonogotufon for forming the present administration," dev atedfrom Ins purpose of total silence and gave his approval aliketo the attempt "to sonnd Mr. Franklin" and to thrcmploy

del:utT
'"'" '"' P"^"" .-.y years in Amcricaful

der^tood well, on qnestions of commerce agreed with AdamSmith, and now engaged in the bnsiness dishitcrcstedly. By

?r'o7',
'"°','^ "'"' '" *"™'^' ^'"''^"™ "^"-^d "'0 over

foiTowcA
™ ' '" ™* '"^''"^ '" "'" ^"y '» "- '^-"'^ '^»t

"London, C April 1782. Dear Sir, I have been favoredw.th your letter and am m„ch obliged by your remembrance
I find myself returned nearly to the same situation which yourememlKT me to have occupied nineteen years ago; and Isho,,hUe very glad to talk to you as I did tlfen, and'aflerldm 170,, upon tlie means of promoting the happiness of man-kmd, a subject much moro agreeable to my naturo than thebest concerted plans for spreading misery and devastation. Ihav had a h,gh opmion of the compass of your mind, and ofyour forcs,ght. I have often been beholden to both, a^d shallbe glad to be so agam, as far as is compatible mth your sitna-
tion. Your letter, discovering the same disposition, has mademe send to^ yo„ Mr. Oswald. I have had a longer aciuafnt!anee w.th h,m than even with yon. I believe him an honora-ble nun, and, after consulting some of our common friends, Ihave thought l„m the fittest for the purpose. He is a pacifi^alman and conversant m those negotiations which are most in-terestmg to mankind. This has made me prefer him to any ofonrspeculafve friends, or to any person of higher rank. lie

anything he assures yon of. At the same time, if any otherchanne occurs to yon, I am ready to embrace tt. I wish to

TetrJ ° -T ''""P"""^ ""'' ^'^ "f"'"^ ^Wch subsisted
between us m transactions of less importance. Shelbhrae."

With this credential, Oswald repaired to P.iris Iw „a- of
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Ostend. Laurens, proceeding to the Hague, found John Adams
planning how to obtain a loan of money for the United States
and to negotiate a treaty of commerce and a triple alliance!
Besides; believing that Shelburne was not in earnest, he was
willing to wait till the British nation should be ripe for peace.
In this manner the American negotiation was left in the hands
of Franklin alone.

The dread of the United States of America became every
day more intense in Spain from the desperate weakness of her
authority in her transatlantic possessions. Her rule was hated
in them all

;
and, as even her allies confessed, with good rea-

son. The seeds of rebellion were already sown in the vice-
royalties of Buenos Ayres and Peru ; and a union of Creoles
and Indians might at any moment prove fatal to metropolitan
dominion. French statesmen were of opinion that England
by emancipating Spanish America, might indemnify itself for
the independence of a part of its own colonial empire • and
they foresaw in such a revolution the greatest benefit to the
commerce of their own country. Immense naval preparations
had been made by the Bourbons for the conquest of Jamaica

;

but now, from the fear of spreading the love of change, Florida
Blanca suppressed every wish to acquire that hated nest of
contraband trade. When the French ambassador in April re-

ported to him the proposal of Yergennes to constitute its in-

habitants an independent republic, he seemed to hear the tocsin
of insurrection sounding from the La Plata to San Francisco,
and from that time had nothing to propose for the employ-
ment of the allied ileets in the West Indies. He was per-
plexed beyond the power of extrication. One hope only re-

mained. Minorca having been wrested from the English, he
concentrated all the force of Spain in Europe on the recovery of
Gibraltar, and compelled the aid of France through her prom-
ise not to make peace until that fortress should be given up.

Measures for a general peace must therefore begin with
America. As the pacification of the late British dependen-
cies belonged to the department of Lord Shelburne, the cabi-

net as a body respected his right to conduct the negotia-
tion with the United States ; but Fox, leagued with young
men as uncontrollable as himself, resolved to fasten a quar-

i^i
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«I upon hira, and to get into Lis own hands even part of

twelfth of AprU be told Shelburne and those who sfded w^thh.m, tha he waa determined to bring the matter to a en^and o„ the same day he wrote to one of his young Lends

!

™rn th^t TT'- " ""^^ ^» -'• - »- "go

Tmr:;s' on 'hifwalr Z-IZ "'"^•". ^""'^ "' '"^'v« ma wdj 10 raris, where on the sixtppnth hawent straightway to Franldin. The latter, sA ng not\to™ opnuon only bnt that of congress and oi every one of h^associate comm.ssione.-s, explained that the United Steto conldnot treat for poaeo with Great Britain unless it wriTke^ e

CVoo^lT r"
"""""' '"'' "'™^'' Oswald deSkeep aloof from European affaii-e, he allowed himself to bemtroduccd by Franklin to Tergonnes, who received ^thIL

reircrdThe %r' •"^P"*"'" "' *« I^ritish king,reciprocated them on the part of his own sovereign and W.v.ted an offer of its conditions. He wished ISc" and

.^Tf"h:twfnf'Tl^
"'"' ^""^"^ 1*--P°tentia„"r :,. f°rtselt, the two negot.at.on8 to .nove on with equal step and thetwo treaties to be simultaneously signed

United t%'""'™f™ *" "" P"^™ Plo^ipotentiary of theUnited States m August 1779, congress wrote • " It is of tl»u most importance to the peace and%ommor^ 'of the U.ut dStates that Canada and Nova Scotia should be ceded ve adesire of terminating the war has induced us not to m ke theacqu.s.t.o., an ultimatum." From Amsterdam, ^^1^!
oTtln^r h T'T ''""'''''"' ^0™ Scotia in tl.eha^of the Engl, h, the Americans could ever have a real peact

suggestion trom the knowledge of the French governmentm mted to Oswald "Notes for Conversation," ifwhX the

a durable peace and a sweet reconciliation." At the sametime he replied to his old friend Lord Shelburne "I dZe
Mr Oswald :? 1 rTT'"'''""

'^'""^ "^ *'-
*'"

lucn juagment. He will be witness of mv acting with nilthe sincerity and good faith which you do metailor to
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expect from me ; and if he is enabled, when lie returns hither
to communicate more fully your lordship's mind on the princi-

pal points to be settled, I think it may contribute much to the
blessed work our hearts are engaged in."

Another great step was taken by Franklin. lie excluded
Spain altogether from the American negotiation, and, as Ad-
ams was detained in Holland, and Jefferson was not in Europe,
and Laurens was a prisoner on parole, in "a pressing letter"

he entreated Jay, his only remaining colleague, to come to

Paris, writing :
" I wish you here as soon as possible

;
you

would be of infinite service. Spain has taken four years to

consider whether she should treat with us or not. Give her
forty, and let us in the mean time mind our own business. I
am, my dear friend, most affectionately yours."

On the twenty-third, shortly after the return of Oswald to

London, the cabinet on his report agreed to send him a^ain to

Franklin to acquaint him of their readiness to treat at Paris

for a general peace, conceding American independence, but
otherwise maintaining the treaties of 1763. On the twent}'--

eighth, Shelburne, who was in earnest, gave to his agent the

verbal instruction :
" If America is independent, she must be

80 of the whole world, with no ostensible, tacit, or secret con-

nection with France." Canada could not be ceded. It was
" reasonable to expect a free trade, unencumbered with duties,

to every part of America," words which, as used in those days,

meant only that British ships should be admitted to every

American port of entry without any discriminating duty.
" All debts due to British subjects were to be secure, and
the loyalists to be restored to a full enjoyment of their rights

and privileges." As a compensation for the restoration of

New York, Charleston, and Savannah, the river Penobscot

might be proposed for the eastern boundary of New Eng-
land. "Finally," he said, "tell Dr. Franklin candidly and
confidentially Lord Shelbume's situation with the king ; that

his lordship will make no use of it but to keep his word with

mankind." With these instructions, Oswald returned imme-
diately to Paris, bearing from Shelburne to Franklin a most

friendly letter, to which the king had given his thorough ap-

proval.
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With the European belligerents, the communication was
necessarily to proceed from the department of state for foreign
affairs, of which Fox waa the chief. He entered upon the busi-
ness in a spirit that foreboded no success; for, at the moment
of his selection of an emissary, he declared that ho did not
tJnnk It much signified how soon he should break up the cabi-
net. The person of whom he made choice to treat on the
weightiest interests with the most skilful diplomatist of Europe
waa Thomas GrenviUe, one of his own partisans, a younn-
man of an acti/e and penetrating mind, but with no expe''-
rience in public business, and a scant knowledge of the for-
eign relations of his own country.

Arriving in Paris on the eighth of May, Grenville deliv-
ered to Franklin a mo^t cordial letter of introduction from
.

^^' ^°d^"^et ^vith the heartiest welcome. On the next mom-
ing f ranklm, after receiving him at breakfast, took him in hisown carnage to Versailles

; and there the dismissed postmas-
ter-general for America, at the request of the British secretary
of state, introduced the son of the author of the American
stamp-act as the British plenipotentiary to the minister for
foreign affairs of the Bourbon king. Statesmen at Paris and
V lenna were amused on hearing that the envoy of the « rebel

»

colonies ^vaa become "the introductor » of the representatives
ot Crreat Britain at the court of Versailles.

Vergennes received Grenville most cordially as the nephew
of an old friend, but smiled at his offer to grant to France the
independence of the United States ; and Franklin refused to
accept at second hand tliat independence M'hich his country
had already won. Grenville remarked that the war had been
provoked by encouragement from France to the Americans to
revolt

;
to which Vergennes answered with warmth that France

had found and not made America independent, and that Imeri-
can independence was not the only cause of the war. Ou the
tenth, Grenville, unaccompanied by Franklin, met Vergennes
and Aranda, and offered peace on the basis of the independ-
ence of the United States and the treaty of 17G3. « That
^eaty," said Vergennes, "I can never read without a shudder.
The king, my master, cannot in any treaty consider the inde-
pendence of America as ceded to him. To do so would be in-

! ;
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jurious to the dignity of his Britannic majesty." The Span-
ish ambassador urged with vehemence that tiie griefs of the
king of Spain were totally distinct fron- the independence of
America.

"With regard to America, the frequent conversations of the
young envoy with Franklin, who received him with constant
hospitahty, cleared up his views. It was explained to hhn
with precision that the United States were free from every
sort of engagement with France except those contained m the
puhlic treaties of commerce and alliance. Grenville asked if
these obligations extended to the recovery of Gibraltar for
Spain

;
and Franklin answered : " It is nothing to America

who has Gibraltar." But Franklin saw in Grenville a young
statesman ambitious of recommending himself as an able ne-
gotiator; in Oswald, a man who, free from interested motives
earnestly sought a final settlement of all differences between
Great Britain and America. To the former he made no obiec-
tion, but he would have been loath to lose the latter; and, be-
fore beginning to treat of the conditions of peace, he wrote to
Shelburne his belief that the " moderation, prudent counsels
and sound judgment of Oswald might contribute much, not
only to the speedy conclusioa of a peace, but to the framing of
such a peace as may be firm and lasting." The king as he
read the wishes of Franklin, which were seconded by Ver-
gennes, "thought it best to let Oswald remain at Paris," say-mg that "his correspondence carried marks of coming from a
man of sense."

While Oswald came to London to make his second report,
news that better reconciled the English to treat for peace ar-
rived from the Caribbean Islands. The fleet of de Grasse in
1781, after leaving the coast of the United States, gave to
iiance the naval ascendency in the West Indies. St. Eusta-
^us was recaptured, and generously restored to the United
Provinces. St. Christopher, Nevis, and Montserrat were suc-
cessively taken. On the nineteenth of Febru. ry 1782, Rod-
ney reappeared at Barbados with a reinforcement of twelve
sail, and in the next week he effected a junction with the
squadron of Hood to the leeward of Antigua. To cope with
this great adversary, de Grasse, who was closely watched by
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Rodney from St. Lncia, must unite with the Spanish squadron.

Z.J I T '"^ ^'"'''"^^^^'^ a^d, >vith only the advan-tage of a few hours over the British, he ran for Hispaniola.Onthenmth a partial engagement took place near the islandof Dommica^ At daylight on the twelfth, Rodney, by skilful
mancBuvres, drew near the F.nch in the expanse of wat^^at hes between the islands of Guadaloupe, the Saintes, andMa^e Galante The sky was clear, the sea quiet ; the tade-wmd blew bghtly, and, having the advantage of its unvarying
oreeze, Rodney made the signal for attack." The BritishVad

ttfi^ u T' ? ^''"'^' ^^'^ ^ ^^«« """^ber, excelled in

Bntish m supenor repair. The complement of the Frenchcrews was the more full, but the British mariners were better^sciphned. The fight began at seven in the morning andwithout a respite of seven minutes, it continued for deven

m close fight there was a want of personal exertion and pres-ence of mmd. About the time when the sun was at the high-

ft.S J Tm *
V ^r "^ ^^' ^°^^y

'
^^d '^' battle was cLtmued m detail, all the ships on each side being nearly equallv

not strike its colors till it was near foundering, and only threemen were left unhurt on the upper deck. Four other ships of
Ins fleet were captured ; one sunk in the action.

On the side of the victors about one thousand wero M^ledor wounded; of the French, thrice as many, for thei. shipswere crowded with over five thousand land troops, and the fireof the British was rapid and well aimed. The going down ofthe sun put an end to the battle, and Rodney neglected pu^.
suit. Just at nightfall one of the ships of which the Englishhad taken possession blew up. Of the poor wretches who tere
cast into the sea, some clung to bits of the wreck ; the sharks,
of which the fight had rallied shoals from the watere round

etSCyXlutr ''-'' '''-' ''' ^^^^ '' ^'^ '^^

nr,.'T^^r''^^i°^/
^^'''"^ recovered the superiority at sea rec

onciled England to the idea of peace. On the eighteenth of

i'
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May, the day on which tidhigs of the victory were received
the cabinet agreed to invite proposals from Vergennes. Soon
after this came a letter from Greuville, in which ho argued
that, as America had been the road to war with France so it

olTcred the most practicable way of getting out of it ; and the
cabinet agreed to a minute almost in his words, " to propose
the independency of America in the first instance, instead o'
making it a condition of a general treaty." The language cf
Fox was accepted by Shelbume, was imbodied by him in his

instructions to Sir Guy Carleton at Ncm'- York, and foi-raed the
rule of action for Oswald on his return with renewed authori-

ty to Paris. Independence was, as the king expressed it, " the
dreadful price now offered to America " for peace.

A commission was forwarded to Grenville by Fox to treat

with France, but with no other country
;
yet he devoted nearly

all his letter of instructions to the relations with America
showing that in a negotiation for peace the United States ought
not to be encumbered by a power like Spain, "which had
never assisted them during the war, and had even refused to

acknowledge their independence."

When Grenville laid before Vergennes his credentials, he
received the answer that they were very insufficient, as they
did not enable him to treat with Spain and America, the allies

of France ; or with the Netherlands, her partner in the war.

Kepulsed at Yersailles, Grenville took upon himself to play

the plenipotentiary with America ; on the fourth of June he
confided +o Frankhu the minute of the cabinet, and hoped to

draw from him in return the American conditions for a sepa-

rate peace. But Franklin would not unfold the American
conditions to a person not authorized to receive them. In-i-

toted by this "unlucky check," by >v'hich his hopes of a great

diplomatic success were " completely annihilated," he made bit-

ter and passionate and altogether groundless complaints of Os-

wald. He would have Fox not lose one moment to fight the

battle against Shelburne, and to take to himself the American
business by comprehending all the negotiations for peace in one.

Though Fox had given up all present hope of making peace,

he enlarged the powers of Grenville so as to include any poten-

tate or state then at war with Great Britain ; and he beat about
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for proofs of Shelbnrae'8 "duplicity of conduct," resolved ifhe could but get them, to " drive to an open rupture." '

Lndor las extended powers, GienviUe made baste to claim

FrU'r , "'"M"*
^'"'=""" ""'' -"™ questioned rFrankbn be was obliged to own tbat he was acting without

passnig of the act of parliament enabUng the king to treat forpeace w,tb America, the powers for Oswald as a negotiator ofpeace w.th tl. United States were begun upon,^»d werecompletely finished in the four days foUoing " but o^the assertion of Fox that they would prejudicf everythir

posedIff r ° ''"'' ''^^™ ''^" "• !- «'- P-posed that America, even mthont a treaty, should be reL-n-sed as an independent power. Had he prevailed, the buS

dec did "Tf" f"""'i
*""' '^''' ^"" >-ofloction,\hc cabinet

allowed as the basis to treat on." Professing discontent, "Foxdeclared that his part was talcen to quit bis tfflce "
The next day Lord Eockingham expired. His ministry

eft great memorials of its short career. Through the medil

iTunft ftT' "
'"r'"'^ '''"S *° "^'" *- peace withthe Unitea States on the basis of their independence. Itemancipated the tradeof Ireland. The volunteer anny of thakingdom commanded by officers of its own choicef having

increased to nearly fifty thousand well-armed men, united „nder one general-in-chief, the viceroy reported tliat, "unless itwas determined that the knot which bound the t™ counrieshonld be severed forever," the points required by the Irishparhament must be conceded. Fox would ^ther^ave s^enIreland total y separated than kept in obedience by fo™Eden, one of Lord Korth's commissioner in America aTiatcly his secretary for Ireland, in a moment of ill-h„mor wasthe first to propose the repeal of the act of George L, which
asserted he right of the parliament of Great BriL t^ makeaws tobind the people and the kingdom of Ireland, an^,^.:
reflection, the ministry of Rockingham adopted and carried the
measure. Appeals from Irish courts of law to the Brialhhouse of pccr= wore abolished

; and Ireland, owning allegiance
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to the same king as Great Britain, wrenched from the British
parliament the independence of its own. These were the first-

fruits of the American revolution ; bnt the gratitude of the
Irish took the direction of loyalty to their king, and in 1782
their legislature voted one hundred thousand pounds for the
levy of twenty thousand seamen.

During the ministry of Rockingham the British houte of
commons, for the first time since the days of Cromwell, seriously

considered the question of a reform in the representation of
Great Britain. The author of the proposition was William
Pitt, then without oflBce, but the acknowledged heir of the
principles of Chatham. The resolution of inquiry was received
with ill-concealed repugnance by Eockingham. Its support
by Fox was lukewarm, and bore the mark of his aristocratic

connections. Edmund Burke, in his fixed opposition to re-

form, was almost beside himself with passion, and was with
difficulty persuaded to remain away from the debate. Tlie

friends of iShelburne, on the contrary, gave to the motion their

cordial support
;
yet, by the absence and opposition of many

of the Rocldngham connection, the question on this first divi-

sion in the house of commons upon the state of the represen-

tation in the British parliament was lost, though only by a
majority of twenty. The freedom of Ireland and the hope
of reform in the British parhament itself went hand in hand
with the triumph of liberty in America.

The accession of a liberal ministry revived in Frederic of

Prussia his old inclination to friendly relations with England.

The empress of Russia included thr jvemment in her admira-

tion of the British people ; and Fox on his side, with the con-

sent of the ministry, but to the great vexation of the king,

accepted her declaration of the maritime rights of neutrals.

At the moment no practical result followed ; for the cabinet,

as the price of their formal adhesion to her code, demanded
her alliance.
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CHAPTER VI.

SHELBUKNE STRIVES SINCERELY FOR PEACE.

July-August 1782.

Mfltr'^t^l
Eocidngha™, the king offered to Shel-

commerce as well as of peace V.m- T?n^ i

treaties of

remiin in fi.^ • • . ^ ^^^' ^^^<^ was entreated toremain m the ministry as secretary of state with a collea-ue ofhis own choosing andan ample share of power ^^13^^

dukrofportW ° '" '°"°'^^" "*»• '*« Burke and the

tame. Fox, whojvas already brooding on a coalition ,.ith
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tho ministry so lately overthrown, insisted with his friends that
Lord Shelbume was as fully devoted to the court as Lord
North in his worst days. i5ut Lord North, in his love of
office, had, contrary to his own judgment, persisted in the
American war to please the king ; Shelbume accepted power
only after he had brought the king to consent to peaeo with in-

dependent America.

For the home department the king preferred William Pitt
who seemed to be in little danger of " becoming too much
dipped in the wild measures " of " the leaders of sedition •

"

but it was assigned to the more experienced Thomas Towns-
hend ; and Pitt, at three-and-twenty years old, became chan-
cellor of the exchequer. The seals of the foreign office were
intrusted to Lord Grantham.

In the house of commons Fox, on the ninth of July, made
his defence, which, in its vagueness and hesitation, betrayed
his consciousness that he had no ground to stand upon. In
the debate Conway said with truth that eagerness for exclu-

sive power had been the guiding motive of Fox, between whom
and Shelbume the difference of policy for America was very
immaterial

; but Shelbume had been able to convince his royal
master that an acquiescence in its independence was, from the
situation of the country and the necessity of the case, the
wisest and most expedient measure that government could
adopt. Burke called heaven and earth to witness the sincerity

of his belief that " the ministry of Lord Shelbume would be
fifty times worse than that of Lord North," declaring that "his
accursed principles were to be found in Machiavel, and that

but for want of understanding he would be a Catiline or a
Borgia." " Shelbume has been faithful and just to me," wrote
William Jones to Burke, deprecating his vehemence: "the
principles which he has professed to me are such as my reason

approved." " In all my intercourse with him, I never saw any
instance of his being insincere," wrote Franklin, long after Shel-

bume had retired from office. On the tenth, Shelbume said

in the house of lords :
" I stand firmly upon my consistency.

I never will consent that a certain number of great lords should

elect a prime minister who is the creature of an aristocracy

and is vested with the plenitude of power, while the king is
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nothing more than a pageant or a puppet. In that case themonarcboal part of the constitution would be absorbed by thearistocracy, and the famed constitution of EnglandUhlno more The membei. of the cabinet can vouch th^rthepnnciple laid down relative to peace with America has not iuhe smallest degree been departed from. Nothing is fartherfrom my intention than to renew the war in America thesword is sheathed, never to be drawn there ag^in »
'

On the day on which Fox withdrew from the ministryShelbume wrote to Oswald: «I hope to receive early assSances from you that my confidence in the sincerity and goodfaith of Doctor Franklin has not been misplaced, [nd thafhewi concur with you in endeavoring to render' effectual thegreat work in which our hearts and wishes are so equally in!
terested. We have adopted his idea of the method'to c'^meto a genera pacification by treating separately with each party.I beg him to believe that I can have no idea or design of actingtoward him and his associates but in the most o^n libemfand honorable manner." ^ ' '

Franklin, from his long residence in England, knew thor-onghly well the relations of its parties, and^he kZtel of
Its public men of whom the best were his personal friends,
lie was aware how precarious was the hold of Shelburne onpower

;
and he made all haste to bring about an immediate paci-

fication On the tenth of July, in his own house near Paris,and at his own invitation, he had an interview with Oswald
and proposed to him the American conditions of peace. The
articles which could not be departed from were : the full and
complete independence of the thirteen states, and the with-
drawal of all British troops from them

; the territorial integ-
rity of each one of them, as they were before the Quebec act
of 1774, If not a still more contracted state, on a more ancient
footing; the settlement of the boundaries between the Amer-
ican colonies and Canada; a freedom of fishing on the banks
of Newfoundland and elsewhere, as well for fishes as whales,
and as Oswald understood him, with the right to dr)' fish on
land Havmg already explained that nothing could be done
for the loyalists by the United States, as their estates had been
confiscated by laws of pari;icular states which congress had no
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power to repeal, he further duinonstrated that Groat Britain, by
its conduct and example, had forfeited every right to intercede
for them. To prove it he read to Oswald the orders of the
British in Carolina for confiscating and selling the lands and
property of all patriots under the direction of the military

;

and he declared definitively that, though the separate govern-
ments might show compassion where it was deserved, the
American commissioners for peace could not make compensa-
tion of refugees a part of the treaty. He further directed
attention io the persistent, systematic destruction of American
property by the British armies, as furnishing a claim to indem-
nity which might be set off against the demands of British

merchants for debts contracted before the war. Franklin rec-

ommended, but not as an ultimatum, a perfect reciprocity in
regard to ships and trade. He was at that time employed on
a treaty of reimbursement to France by the United States for
its advances; of money ; and he explained to Oswald, os he had
before explained to Grenville, the exact limit of their obliga-

tions to France.

Franklin intimated that American affairs must be ended by
a separate commission, and that he did not from any connec-
tion with other states hesitate as to coming to a conclusion, so
as to end the American quarrel iu a short time. The negotia-

tion was opened and kept up with the knowledge of Yergen-
nes

; but Franklin withheld from him everything relating to its

conditions. Jay, who had arrived in Paris on the twenty-third
of June, from severe illness took no part in this interview.

The moment when England accepted the necessity of con-

ceding independence to the thirteen colonies which she had
trained to the love of freedom and by her own inconsisten-

cies had forced to take up arms, was in its importance one of

the grandest moments in her history. But the voice of the

house of commons was confused by its memories and regrets,

the rancor of conflicting parties, and the reserve of statesmen
for whom the new morning was about to dawn. The house
of commons, as with averted eyes it framed a bill permitting
its king to let thirteen colonies go free, did its work awkwardly
but thoroughly. They expressed the wish for peace, and au-

thorized the king to treat with the thirteen enumerated colo-
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nies as one power. The officials who drew the commission
for Oswald could not but move on the lines prescribed by
parliament, and frame the commission of the negotiator for
peace with shjness, designating the thirteen "colonies" bv
name, and clearly and certainly inviting their commissioners
as the representatives of one self-existent power to treat for
peace. Throughout the paper the greatest care was taken not
to question their independence, which by plain implication
was taken for granted.

So soon as Shelburne saw a prospect of a general pacifica-
tion Alleyne Iitzherbert, the British minister at Brussels, wa«
transferred to Paris, to be the channel of communication withSpam I ranee, and Holland. He brought letters to Franklin
Irom Lord Grantham who expressed his desire to merit Frank-
lin s confidence, and from Townshend who declared himself the
zealous friend to peace upon the fairest and most liberal terms

While the commission and instnictions of Oswald were
prepanng, Shelburne accepted the ultimatum of Franklin in all
Its branches

;
and on the twenty-seventh he replied to Oswald-

Your several letters give me the greatest satisfaction, as they
eontam unequivocal proofs of Doctor Franklin's sincerity and
confidence in those with whom he treats. It will be the study
of his majesty's ministers to return it by every possible cor-
diality. Ihere never have been two opinions since you were
sent to Paris upon the acknowledgment of American inde-
pendency. But, to put this matter out of all possibility of
doubt, a commission will be immediately forwarded to you
contaming full powers to make the independency of the colo-
nies the basis and preliminary of the treaty now depending
1 have never made a secret of the deep concern I feel in the
separation of countries united by blood, by principles, habits,
and every tie short of territorial proximity. But I have long
smce given it up, decidedly though reluctantly ; and the same
motives which made me, perhaps, the last to give up all hope
of reumon make me most anxious, it it is given up, that it
shall be done so as to avoid all future risk of enmity and lay
the foundation of a new connection, better adapted to the
temper and interest of both countries. In this view I go
further with Dr. Franklin, perhaps, than he is aware of I
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consider myself as pledged to tho contents of this letter. You
will find tlio nunistry united, in full posscH^iion of the kinir'n

confidenee, and thoroujrhly disposed to peace, if it can be
obtained ujion reasonable terms."

Tho connnission to Oswald conformed to tlio enabliuf^

act of parliament. Tho thirteen "colonies or plantations" in
North America were named one by one, and a commissioner
appointed, with ])ower, according to the language of tho treaty

of alliance between Franco and Amonca, to conclude " a peace
or a truce" with any conunissioner named by the said colonies

and plantations. Tho worst feature in tho connnission was
tliat tho British commissioner, while he was empowered to

treat with tho colonies collectively, might also treat with "any
part or parts" of tiiem. Every word which could suggest a
denial of their independenCi) was avoided. Th. king i)ledged
his name and word to ratify and confirm whatever might bo
concluded between tho British and the American commission-
ers

;
" our earnest wish for ])cace," such were tho sinniltane-

ous instnictions under tho king's own hand, " disposing us to
purchase it at tho price of acceding to tho complete independ-
ence of tho thirteen states."

No British statesman was so determined as Shelbumo to

bring about " not merely peace, but reconciliation witii Amer-
ica on the noblest terms and by the noblest means." If the

benefit of his good-will is to be secured, the work must be fin-

ished before the next meeting of parliament, when his minis-

try will surely be overthrown. Now is the accepted time;
the board of trade no longer exists to interpose its cavils ; the

ready decision of Shelburne will give no opportunity for inter-

ested people to take alarm. Let the nature of tho negotia-

tions get abroad, and Canada will exact a southern access to

the Atlantic ; the Hudson Bay company and the fur-traders of

Canada wnll clamor for keeping Oswego and Niagara; and
Detroit and Chicago, and with them the best avenues to the

North-west, the West, and the South-west, will certainly be

withheld. How, then, can a patriotic American commissioner

place needless embarrassments in Shelbume's way ?

An advanced copy of the commission reached Oswald on

the evening of the sixth of August. Early the next morning

V 1"
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he earned a copy of it to Franklin at Passy. Franklin, glad
to the heart, rei)eated what ho had said in Juno: "1 hope wo
shall agree, and not be long about it." Jle related that tho
day before at Versailles, Vergennes had expressed impati(!nco
tor Its arrival, that his own negotintions with Fitzherbcrt miirht
go on hand in hand with those of the Americans and Oswald

Keturning to Paris, Oswald showed the connnisslon to Jay
whom ho describes as "a sensible nmn of plain yet civil man'
nors, and of a calm, obliging tempoi-." Jay said : " That in-
dependence ought to bo no part of a treaty ; it ought to have
been exiJi-cssly granted by act of parliament. As that was not
done, the king ought to do it now by proclamation, and order
all garrisons to bo evacuated, and then close tho American m ir
by a treaty." He f -rpassed Franklin hi enlarging on th. obli-
gations and the gratitude due from the Uni..d States to
l^rance. England, he said, " must not expect to get back all
tlio conquests which the French have made during tho war »
They of America "must fulfil their treaty; they are a young
republic justcomo into the world, and if they forfeit their
character at the first outset they will never b. trusted again,
and should become a proverb amongst mankind." Oswald's
"great expectations from his conversation with Franklin were
damped by the unpleasant reception from Jay." *

The advanced copy of Oswald's commission Franklin sub-
mitted to Vergennes. « I will examine it with the greatest at-
tention," he wrote in answer. From the terms of the treaty of
alliance between France and America, he waa bound to form
and had a right to express, an opinion, and was most anxious
that nothing might delay an early peace. Holding a confer-
ence with them on the tenti of August, he declared to them
his opinion that they might proceed to treat witli Oswald
under the commission aa soon as the original should arrive
Jay replied

;
" It would be descending from the ground of in-

dependence to treat under the description of colonies." Ver-
gennes persisted in the opinion that the powere given to Os-
wald were sufficient, saying con^tly: "This acceptance of
your powers, in which you are styled commissioners from the

,11
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Umted States of America, will be a tacit confession of your
independence." Franklin, who had made a careful study of
the subject, had no doubt that the commission " would do."

John Adams, the head of the commission, in July of the
preceding year, after refl: ctincr on the question, had oent to the
American congress his opinion: «I see nothing inconsistent
with the character or dignity of the United States in their
minister entering into treaty with a British minister without
any explicit aclmowledgraent of our independence before the
conclusion of the treaty." *

To Franklin, Jay, blinded by suspicion, made the remark

:

"The count does not wish to see our independence acknowl-
edged by Britain until they have made all their uses of us."
If this hi.d been true. Jay should hare taken the surest and
the shortest way of defeating the plan by proceeding at once
to frame the treaty of peace with England; and he himself
writes that such a treaty could have been finished " in a few
hours." By refusing to do so, he himself was carrying into
effect the ill design which he imputed to Yergennes. The
enabling act of pariiament avowed peace for its object. The
king could find no consolation for consenting to the dismem-
berment of the empire but peace; if war was to continue,
Britain could have no motive to publish to neutral nations
that the United States waged war as an independent power.
America had gone to war, first for its rights and then for in-
dependence

;
at the same moment with independence it needed

and sighed for peace. Jay's commission gave him no office
but to make peace. But he said :

" The commission calls us colo-
nics." He would have no " half-way " mode of acknowledg-
ing American " independence." f He would not treat at all
until the independence of the United States had been irrevoc-
ably acknowledged. He cited the case of the Netheriands as
having refused to enter into any treaty until they were declared
free states

; but he was wrong in his allegation. He insinuated
that delay on the part of the English would justify suspicion
of their designs. Ceasing to insist on independence by an act

* John Adams to the President of Congress, 16 July 1781. Works of John
Adams, vii., 440.

t Diplomatic Correspondence, viii., 12C, 128, 130, 136, 138, 146, 147.
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Of parliament or a rojal proclamation, he next proposed thatthe kmg should make a certification of independence by a
separate deed or patent nnder the great seal ; but at last con-sen ed to be satisfied if it should find its place in a separ"epreammary covenant, to " be ratified or declared as absXtelyand irrevocably acknowledged and unconditioned by the event
oi other or subsequent articles." *

nffi ^Tr^^'""
Baw with dismay that the sand, of Shelbume's

official life were fast running out, and that with his removal

t'uid betr
''

''' '"'"'^' ^"" °"^
" ""^'^'y --^^^^d

Oswald in a letter to Shelbume, bore this just and noble
witness to Iranldin: "Considering how long he has lived here!and how he has been caressed, it must requfre a great share of
resolution not to feel the effects of it even in matters of bust
ness

;
yet upon the whole I must still say I have neither seennor heard of anything that can make me doubt of his sincerity

Tord stll fv' '''• '"^"'^'" "^^^°^^° ^^ *^«- friend^
J^ord bhelburne and his ministry.f

Unable to prevent the mischief of delay, Franklin was
vigilant in observing and prompt in counteracting evil influ-
ences as promptly as they arose. On the twelfth of August1^S2 he wrote to Secretary Livingston : "My conjecture ofthe design of Spam to coop us up within the Alleghany Moun-
tarns IS now manifested. I hope congress will insist on the
Mississippi as the boundary, and che free navigation of thenver " t But he could not dissuade his colleague from arrest-ing the neg^aauon for peace, and exposing its ultimate success
to tHe greatest and most imminent hazard.

The delay prolonged the sorrows of America. British
partisans, under leaders selected from the most brutal of man-
kind, were scouring the interior of the southern country
robbing, destroying, and taking life at their pleasure. "Onhe twelfth of March," writes David Fanning, the ruffian
eader of one of these bands, "my men, being'all pr^eri^
equipped, assembled together to giye the rebels a small scourge,

* ObfiM to Secretary Townshend, IV August 1782
t Oswald to Sbelbume. 8th September 1782. Lansdowne House MSS
t Diplomatic Correspondence, iii., 497.
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which wo set out for." They came upon the plantation of
Andrew Balfour of Randolph county, who had been a member
of the North Carolina assembly, and held a commission in the
militia. Breaking into his house, they fired at him in the
presence of liis sister and daughter, the first ball passing through
his body, the second through his neck. They " burned sev-
eral rebel houses " on their way to the abode of another militia
officer, who received three balls through his shirt, and yet made
his escape. They destroyed the whole of his plantation. Reach-
ing the house of " another rebel officer," " I told him," -wTites

Fanning, " if he would come out of the house I would give him
parole, which he refused. With that I ordered the house to
be set on fire. As soon as he saw the flames increasing he
called out to me to spare his house for his wife's and chiL
dren's sake, and he would walk out with his arms in his hands.
I answered him that, if he would walk out, his house should
be spared for his wife and children. When he came out he
said

:
' Here I am ;

' with that he i cceived two balls through
liis body. I proceeded on to one Major Dugm's plantation,
and I destroyed all his property, and all the rebel officers'

property in the settlement for the distance of forty miles. On
our way I catched a commissary from Salisbury and delivered
him up to some of my men whom he had treated ill when
prisoners, and they immediately hung him. On the eighteenth
of April I set out for Chatham, where I learned that a wed-
ding was to be that day. We surrounded the house and drove
all out one by one. I found one concealed upstairs. Having
my pistols in my hand, I discliarged them both at his breast;
he fell, and that night expired."* Yet this Fanning held a
British commission as colonel of the loyal militia in Randolph
and Chatham counties, with authority to grant commissions to

others as captains and subalterns ; and, after the war, was rec-

ommended by the office of American claims as a proper person
to be put upon the half-pay list.

At the IS orth, within the immediate precincts of the au-
thor. \y of Clinton, Colonel James Delancy, of West Chester,
caused three "rebels "to be publicly executed within the Brit-

ish lines, in retaliation for the pretended murder of some of

* The authority is Tanning's own Journal.
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the refugeca. In New York, on the eighth of April, the direct-ore of the ^„c»ted loyalist, ordered Lieutenan*^ J^ta Huddy, a pnsoner of war in New York, to be delivered to CaptainLippmeot, and under the pretext of an exchange, takS
^ TeiSftlM.':™ ""'"'^ "^ ' "^^^ "''* -tuo Heights of Miodleton, in revenge for the death of a loyalistprisoner who had been shot as he waa attempting o SeCongress and Washington demanded the delivery oiuZZlas a murderer. Clinton refused the requisition, ta aubSdiim to a eourt-martial, which condemned the deed but foundm the orders under which he acted a loop-hole for his acqu"^
tel. Congress threatened retaliation on a British oificer.Tev rintending to execute the threat.

'

The spirit of humanity governed the conduct of the Britjsh aa soon as Shelbume became minister. Those who had

t!!:
""P™"""" " ^Pg'-d ^- '"=-on were from that timetreated as prisoners of war. Some of the ministers took Z

xtXVof t,'"'"""'
-"-*•'-—* the sicex hundred of them or more were sent to America for ex-change Sir Guy Carleton, who, on the fifth of lily 1782superseded Sir Henry Clinton aa commander-in^hiofS

an end to hostilities of every kind, treated ail capt^^es ^^
aeked that the Carolmians who had been exiled in violationof he capitulation of Charleston might have leave to returnto their native state under a flag of truce, Carleton anewSthat they should be sent back at the cost of the king of Eng-land; and that everything should be done to make themforget the hardships which they had enduied. Two hunS
Iroquois, two hundred Ottawas, and seventy Chippcwas eat^em he summer to St. John'e on the Chambly, leady to mke araid into the state of New York. They we^ told from C„l^ton to bury their hatchets and their tomahawks

In Georgia, Wayne drove the British from post after postand redoubt after redoubt, until they were completely shufupin Savannah. In tlie rest of the sta'o, its own civil government was restored. On the eleventh of July, SavanuTw^
evacuated, the loyalists retreating into FloridMh rit™
Charleston: and Wnvnn ^iti. ].•; n i . , .

' ,
^^g^iars to

-—^—
,
A.w ixio cxuuii UU.Z irustwortlijr corps,

^1
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joined Greene in South Carolina. His successes

gained by troops who had neither regular food no]

nor pay.

In conformity to writs issued by Eutledge as governor the
assembly of South Carolina met in January at Jacksonbor-
ough on the Edisto. The assassinations and ravages committed
under the authority of Lord George Germain never once led
Greene, or "Wayne, or Marion, or any other in high command
to injure the property or take the life of a loyalist, except in
battle. Against the advice of Gadsden, who insisted that it

was sound policy to forget and forgive, laws were enacted ban-
ishing the active friends of the British government and confis-

cating their estates.

The summer of 1782 went by with no military events be-
yond skirmishes. In repelling with an inferior force a party
of the British sent to Gombahee ferry to collect provisions
Laurens, then but twenty-seven years old, received a mortal
wound. "He had not a fault that I could discover," said

"Washington, " unless it were intrepidity bordering upon rash-

ness." Near the end of the year, "Wilmot, a worthy officer of
the Maryland line, was killed in an enterprise against James
Island. He was the last who fell in the war.

A vehement impulse toward " the consolidation of the fed-

eral union " was given by Eobert Morris, the finance minister
of the confederation ; but he connected the reform of the con-
federation with boldly speculative financial theories. A native
of England, he never gained the sympathy or approbation of
the American people. In May 1781, by highly colored prom-
ises of a better administration of the national finances and by
appeals to patriotism, he succeeded in overcoming the scruples

of congress, and obtained from it a charter for a national bank,
of which the notes, payable on demand, should be receivable

as specie for duties and taxes, and in payment of dues from the

respective states. The charter was granted by the votes of

New Hampshire, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia with Madi-
son dissenting, North and South Carolina, and Georgia—seven
states; from Ehode Island and Connecticut single delegates

answered "ay." Pennsylvania was equally divided; Massa-
chusetts alone voted against the measure.

^ U JK
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he Un.ted states repugnant to tl.e lawa orZZ^ZTLltote; and .t was recommended to the several state to dve tothemcorporating ordinance its full operation. TheLCw

ary 1782 the bank commenced its very lucrative I„,«;n„.. t*
notes thongh payable at Philadelphia in epede d?d not cmaud public confidence at a distant andTuTcoJ omtT:"ablM^bny up .ts own promises at from ten to iift'ocn ^rdn"

His first measure havinff been carrier! ]ip fl.v^... ^ •

energy into the design of inilating a sZ^g'ce t^.^SHo engaged the services of Thomas Paine to recommenTto &<;people a new confederation with comj^tent power To tLpresident of congress he wrote: "I disclaim 1 dlfcacy whfch

tiie calls of national interest and honor; nor will I be detenv-rtfrom wakmg those who slumber on the brink of !,!,: «
ported by the voice of the United Sta csTn c ^^

I mlperhaps do something; without that enpport I mSIbo a"-less mcumbrance." ' ^ '
' ""

" "^^

To fnnd the public debt and provide for the recnhr navr a pdrta"""T " "' !'" ^'"'"^ » ™-y niodSateCtax, a poll-tax, and an excise on distilled liquors. Each ofthese taxes was estimated to produce half a mfflion a dutv offive per cent on imports would produce a million more Thibad. tads were to be reserved a. security for new ij^l
The expenditures of the United States for the war badbeen at the rate of twentv million. ..f ,'oUar;„ •

^ 1., ,..1 uOiiai'3 m specie au-

,'\
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nuallj. The estimates for the year 1782 were for eight mill-
ions of dollars. Yet, in the first five months of the year, the
sums received amounted to less than twenty thousand dollars
which were but the estimated expenses for a single day ; and
of this sura not a shilling had been received from the East or
the South. A vehement circular of Morris to the states was
suppressed by the advice of Madison, and one congressional
committee was sent to importune the states of the North an-
other those of the South.

An aged officer of the army, colonel in rank, unheard of
in action, Nicola by name, not an American by birth, cluno-

obstinately to the opinion that republics are unstable, and that
a mixed government, of which the head might bear the title

of king, would be best able to extricate the United States from
their embarrassments. In a private letter to "Washington,
written, so far as appears, without concert with any one he
set forth his views in favor of monarchy, with an intimation
that, after discussion, it would be readily adopted by the peo-
ple, and that he who had so gloriously conducted the war
should conduct the country "in the smoother paths of peace."

To this communication Washington, on the twenty-second
of May, replied : "No occurrence in the course of the war has
given me more painful sensations than your information of
there being such ideas existing in the army as you have ex-
pressed, and I must view with abhorrence and reprehend with
severity. If I am not deceived in the knowledge of myself,
you could not have found a person to whom your schemes are

more disagreeable. Let me conjure you, then, if you have any
regard for your country, concern for yourself or posterity, or
respect for me, to banish these thoughts from your mind, and
never communicate, as from youi-seK or any one else, a senti-

ment of the like nature."

The confederation acted only on the states, and not on per-

sons
;
yet Morris obtained from congress authority to appoint

receivers of the revenues of the United States. From the

siege of Yorktown, Hamilton had repaired to Albany for the
study of the law, that in summer he might be received as

attorney, in autumn as counsellor, yet ready, if the war should
be renewed, to take part in its dangers and its honors. Him
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Morris appointed collector of the revenue for the district of
the state of New York. The office, which he accepted with
hesitation, was almost a sinecure ; but he was instructed byMoms to exert his talents with the New York legislature
to forward the views of congress. He had meditated on the
facihty with which the eastern states had met in convention
to deliberate jointly on the best methods of supporting the
war.^ On the next meeting of the New York legislature he
repaired to Poughkeepsie and explained his views on the only
system by which the United States could obtain a constitutionOn the nineteenth of July, Schuyler, his father-in-law, in-
vited the senate to take into consideration the state of the
nation. The committee into which that body at once re-
solved itself reported, "that the radical source of most of
the public embarrassments was the want of sufficient powerm congress to effectuate the ready and perfect co-operation of
the states; that the powers of government ought without loss
of time to be extended

; that the general government ought
to have power to provide revenue for itself » ; and it was de-
clared "that the foregoing important ends can never be at-
tained by deliberations of the states separately; but that it
18 essential to the common welfare that there should be as soon
as possible a conference of the whole on the subject ; and
that It would be advisable for this puq^ose to propose to con-
gress to recommend, and to each state to adopt, the mpasure
of assembhng a general convention of the states, specially
authorized to revise and amend the confederation, reserving a
nghtto the respective legislatures to ratify their determina-
tions."

These resolutions, offered by Schuyler in the senate, were
accepted unanimously by each branch of the legislature ; and
llamilton was elected a delegate to the congress of the United
btates. Eoberi; Morris saw the transcendent importance of
the proceedings of the New York legislature, and welcomed
the young statesman to his new career, saying : " A firm, wise
manly system of federal government is what I once wished]
what I now hope, what I dare not expect, but what I will not
despair of." Under these auspices Hamilton of New York
became the coUeaarue in cono-rPiss n-f Moriici^r^ n,f ir,v~:n;«

'
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On the last day of July, Morris sent to congress his budget
for 1783, amounting at the least to nine miUions of dollars •

and he could think of no way to obtain this sum but by bor-
rowing four millions and raising live millions by quotas. The
best hopes of supporting the public credit lay in the proposal
to endow congress with the right to levy a duty of live per
cent on imports. ^

The request of congress, made in February 1781, to the
states for this power, encountered hostility in Massachusetts
In a letter from its general court to congress complaint wai
made tiiat the state was called upon for more than its proper
share of contributions

; that the duty on imports would be an
unequal burden

;
that the proposition could not be acceded to

unless the produce of the tax should be passed to the special
credit of the commonwealth. Congress in its reply brought
to mmd that the interest on the public debt already exceeded
a milhon of dollars

; that Massachusetts enjoyed the pecuhar
blcssmg of great commercial advantages denied by the fortune
of common war to their less happy sister states ; that duties
evied on imports are paid by the consumer, and ought not to
be retained by the state which has the benefit of the importa-
tion; and It strongly urged a compliance with the propositionm question, as just and expedient, impartial and easy of execu-
tion, and alone offering a prospect of redressing the just com-
plamts of the public crc ditors. After delays of more than a
year, on the fourth of May 1782 the general court gave way
by a majority of two i:i the house and of one in the senate.
The exemption from duty of "wool-cards, cotton-cards, and
wire for makmg them," shows the wish of congress to foster
incipient manufactures. The act reserved to the general court
the election of the collectors of the revenue, which it appro-
priated exclusively to the payment of the debts of the United
btates, contracted or to be contracted during the existing war.
With their payment it was to expire. Even this meagre con-
cession received the veto of Hancock, the governor, though
it was given one day too late to be of force.

As the federal articles required the unanimous assent of
the states for the adoption of an amendment, the negative of
Rhode Island seemed still to throw in the way of a good gov-
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wii the loft ftdo;J hir ? '
"^'" "^'"' *« o'ive-branch

;

ual state and unitv of TlU, ^ T!^' "'^'"^ "^ ^'='' '-"Imd.

ihe condition of the treasury of the TTnlforl Qf .

deplorable Of the quotaa for which r^l'i^^^Venmade on the states, only four hundred an^ t^^^^^ttf the"Kuid dollars were collected. Delaware and the three Zthe™most states paid nothing. Rhode Island, whidh paid tWr^"eight thousand dollars, or a little more than' aS ofts ouotwas proporfonately the largest contributor. 0„l' I^ tlfpa^ment of nsunous rates was the army rescnod frL i
^^« or disbanded. "Their patriotiLandItr^T' wrotfWashmgton in October, "have sca„=ely ever te^n 2aS

C^d irisTTt-'-
.'^'" ">«rancei: rrd:nausted

;
it is high time for a peace."
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CHAPTER VII.

PEACE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND GREAT
BRITAIN.

From September first to the end of November 1782.

France needed peace ; Vergennes and his king strove to
hasten it. Tlio French navy was dechning ; the peasantry
were crushed by their burdens ; no one saw a way to meet tlie

cost of another campaign. In Paris the fashionable language
was, that Franco had been the dupe of her allies, the Ameri-
cans and the Spaniards.*

The French minister pursued peace through the compli-
cated difficulties created by the conflicting interests of the
four powers which were at war with England ; and he saw no
way to success except their pretensions could be brought into
harmony by his controlling advice.

The family alliance of the Bourbons bound the king of
France most closely to the king of Spain by a permanent fed-
eration. Spanish interests France had pledged itself to treat
as its own

; and Spain, at the cost of France, impeded peace by
the extravagance of her demands.

The Netherlands consented for the time to lean on France,
but neither France nor Holland could look forward to a long
continuance of their connection.

Between France and the United States the mutual obliga-

tions by treaty, so far as they related to the continuance of the
war, would end when Great Britain should acknowledge, or at

least acquiesce in, their independence.

It was the passion of Spain to include within her dominions

* Fitzherbcrt to Lord Grantham, 3 October 1782.
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every part of tho Gulf of Mexico and both banks of the Mis-
si88ippi. To that end she needed at the peace to regain West
Florida, and to throw back the United States to tho eastern
Bide of tlio Alloghanies. Tho French officials secretly laughed
at her attempt to resist the advance of the United States to
the Mississippi; but France, without disguise, seconded her
demands.

It was not the wish of Vergennes that tho republic which
he fostered should become a formidable power; he was willing
to nurse a rivalry between the British in America and the
United States, and his secretary did not scruple to point out
to Lord Shelburne where proofs might be found that Canada
of old included Oswego and Niagara and all the country on
the south to the summit level from which the waters flow to
tlie great lakes. Beyond the Alleghanies, he desired that all
which was claimed by the United States to tho west and north-
west of Pittsburg should remain with Great Britain. But well
as It suited his policy to encourage Great Britain in curbing
the aspirations of the United States, he would rather see them
succeed m all their objects than risk delay in ending the war

In England peace was desired by the king and his minis-
try, by every class of politicians, by the merchants, the manu-
facturers, and the landholders. A ministry which can lay be-
fore parhament a good settlement with all tho enemies of Eng-
land may hope for the support of a safe majority. A meeting
ot the whole cabinet gave a careful consideration to the atti^

T^^. J'^ '

''''^ ^^ ^^'^ ^^''°*^°"' ^^ *^« fir«t «f September
1782, Thomas Townshend, the secretary of state, who con-
ducted the negotiations with America, wrote to Oswald:

" In order to give the most unequivocal proof of the king's
earnest wish to remove every impediment to a speedy termi-
nation of the calamities of war, I am commanded to signify
to you his majesty's disposition to agree to the plan of pacifi-
cation proposed by Doctor Franklin himself, including as it
does independence, full and complete in every sense, as part
01 the first article

;
a settlement of the boundaries; a confine-

ment of the boundaries of Canada at least to what they were
before the act of parliament of 1774, if not to a still more
contracted state on an ancient footing ; a freedom of fishing

1^!
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OH tho bankfl of NcwfouiidlaiKl and cirtowhcro, Mm privilcco
of (Iryinp; not boiiig iiu-ludod. Ilig umjwty lias aiiM.orizod you
to go to tho full oxtont of" thvm articles. " Ilig majcHty is
nk) pIoaHod, for tho walutary purposes of j)rcchulin^' all further
delay or endiarnwsnient of negotiation, to waivo any Htipulatioii
by the treaty for tho undoubted ri;rhtH of tho tnerchant.s whow)
debtH accrued before the year ITTf), and also for the claiiuH of
the refugees for eotnpensation for their losses, as Doctor Frank-
lin declares himself unauthorized to concludo U])()U that sub-
ject.

" Hut if, after having pressed this idan of treaty, you should
find tho American connniHsioners determined not to proceed
iiidess tho independence bo irrevocably acknowledged without
reference to tho final settlement of tho rest of the treaty, you
are then, but in the very last resort, to inform them his m'iijes-

ty is willing, without waiting for tho other branches of tho
ncgotiati(m, to reconunend to his parliament to enable him
forthwith to acknowledge tho independence of the thirteen
nnited colonies absolutely and irrevocably, ana not depending
upon tlie event of any otlier part of tho treaty." *

On the third of September, tlie day on which this dispatch
was received, Oswald visited Franklin and took a letter from
him to Jay, with whom ho held an interview on that very
evening. Jay, who was not familiar with the state of parties
in England, nor aware how far he was imperilling the one safe
moment for perfect success in the negotiation with England,
nor keeping in mind that he was commissioned only to make
peace, still refused to " proceed unless independence was pre-
viously so acknowledged as to be entirely distinct and uncon-
nected wath treaty." Oswald exy.^had to him that, if ho per-
sisted in tho demand, there con^; '" no'hing done until tho
meeting of parliament, and perhaps for some considerable time
thereafter • but Jay would not accept the ample offer of all

that the United States asked for, and so forfeited the consent
of Britjiin to dispense with a stipulation by treaty in favor of
the refugees and of British creditors for debts contracted before

1775. lie was soon awakened to the danger in which delay
was involving his country. De Grasse, as he passed through

* Townshcnd to Oswald, 1 September 1782.

;. I
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Undo., nn p„rnU,, l,,,,,,^!,, f„„„ 81,..lb..n,<. to Vor.-o.,no, ...oh
«.Ko,, wiuc

,
loft sp„i„ ti,„ ,..,i„f „i«t,.oio i.. tho w,,; " r

"

-m tho f„„..||, „ «.|,to„,l,or, l:a^.u.v„l, tl.o d.ief ™i tant o

» I.
. tI,o ,-,«ht to tl,„ ..aviKation of ,l„t «troa.„. \L w.«

..no.,,l,io. „„ tho „,•„,,, Kay.,.val, with ,K.rfect f..„„k„r
« .

h„„a pa,,or,.o.„ai„i„«a lo„« ar^„„o,;t „g,.i„„t tho2
to .»,o..« .,f A,.,or.,.u to t ,1, tho Mi™i,„ippr„, »,,„

'

°

W«.; „,„lo,. tho ..oxt .„or„h.,, afto.- a„ i,',to.-vio,v w tl'^S «..,», a,„h,«sa< ,.r, l.o „ot oir for E„gla..d to cstablinh a g«,^
u.idor«taii<liiig with Khclhiiriio.

*"

Kaj'..ov«l pa«,od throi.gh Ixmdon directly to liow WoodPark, tho eo„.,try „oat of «holh„n,o, i„ tho „o»t of Eolnd
truHt «^u.t you «.y „„ ,„„„,, ^ if M, ,,0 Vergo„n™ llZwcro „,,oak,„g to .„o," w„r„ word, with which ho was ,nadowoico,.,.

>; (Ji,,. itar " i.,„i„„atod Hayoovai, "
i„ a, dlr tHhe

k...K' of S ,a,„ :„ 1„» l.fo." sholl,ur..o a.,»worod : "
It» coHsion

hi...... w,»he» to ,oco„.o co.oploto .„i„trc»s of tho (i.,If „f

Honda that wo ca,Ty on o..r co..tral.a,.d trade, but by way ofJa„.a,ca." Sh„!b„„,o declared his resolve to ;ecept the ZZ
As to the fl8hcr.es," observed Raynoval, agreeh.g cvactlvw, h tho ,„str„cti„.,s of Liviogston of the s'eveih a.fd thlt":

port of the comm.tteo of congress of tho eighth of tho preecd-

til fl^

on the h.gb sea, ,s ™ nuUm,, tho property of no one
;to hshery on the ,=oa«t belongs of right to the proprietaries ofthe coasts unless there have been derogations foilndcd upon

treat OS As to boundaries, the British minister will find in rt.e

ingland, then tl.o sovereign of tho thirteen United States,
though proper to assign them." To tl.eso insinuatio..s Shebbume, true to h.s words to Franklin, made no response. He-
• Dipl„m.Uc Co„c,p„„d„nc., ill, 275, 2»8 ; Secret Jo«™,l, of Con;„„, ;;,., ,,4.
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jectingthe mediation offered by Austria and Russia, Sliolburne
said

:
" To make peace, there is need of but three persons—

myself, the Coant de Vergennes, and you." "I shall be as
pacific in negotiating as I shall be active for war, if war must
be continued," he added on the fourteenth. Eayneval re-
plied

:
"Count de Yergennes will, without ceasing, preach

justice and moderation. It is his own code, and it is that
of the king." On the fifteenth th^y both came up to Lon-
don, where, on the sixteenth, Ra^Tieval met Lord Grantham.
Nothing could be more decided than Grantham's refusal to
treat about Gibraltar. On the seventeenth, as Shelbume bade
farewell to Rayneval, he observed, in the most serious tone
and the most courteous manner :

" I have been deeply touched
by everything you have said to me about the character of the
king of France, his principles of justice and moderation, his
love of peace. 1 wish not only to re-establish peace between
the two nations and the two sovereigns, but to bring them to a
cordiality which will constitute their reciprocal happiness.
Not only are they not natural enemies, as men have thought
till now, but they have interests which ought to bring them
nearer together. We have each lost consideration in our fu-
rious desire to do each other harm. Let us change principles
that arc so erroneous. Let us reunite, and we shall stop all

revolutions in Europe." By revolutions he meant the further
division of Poland, the encroachments on Turkey, and the at-

tempt of the court of Vienna to bring Italy under its control
by seizing the harbors of Dalmatia.

" There is another object," continued Shelbume, " which
makes a part of my political views ; and that is the destruction
of monopoly in commerce. I regard that monopoly as odious,
though the English nation, more than any other, is tainted
with it. I flatter myself I shall be able to come to an under-
standing with your court upon this subject, as well as upon our
political amalgamation. I have spoken to the king on all these
points. I have reason to believe that, when we shall have
made peace, the most frank cordiality will be established be-
tween the two princes." Rayneval answered : " Your prin-
ciples on trade accord exactly with those of France ; Count de
Vergennes thinks that freedom is the soul of commerce ; " and
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be retumod to Paris " in raptures " at his reception, and at
"the candor, liberality, and frankness" of Lord Sbelburne.

In America Jay had been the favorite of the French min-
ister, and an enthusiast for the triple alHance between France,
Spain, and the United States ; had been moderate in his desire
for territory

;
and, on fifteen divisions in congress, had given

his^ vote against making the fisheries a condition of peace. In
1778 the influence of France had been used to elect him presi-
dent of congress. His illusions as to Spain and France beinp
dispelled, he passed from excessive confidence to the general
suspiciousness which confuses the judgment. The English
increased that mistrust by communicating to him a translation
of an intercepted letter from Marbois, the young secretary of
the French legation at Philadelphia, in which the claims of
the United States to the fisheries were questioned.

Oswald, who held constant interviews with Jay, reported
him as "leaning favorably to England." At the British com-
missioner's instance, and in part using words of John Adams,
he gave in writing, as his only condition, that he and his col-
leagues should be styled "commissioners or persons vested
with equal powers by and on the part of the thirteen United
States of America." With that one change he pledged him-
self to accept the old commission, saying: "That immediately
upon" its "coming over they would proceed in the treaty;
would not be long about it; and perhaps would not be over-
hard in the conditions." *

Assuming to speak for the whole commission, and having
no personal acquaintance with any one of the British ministry
Jay persuaded Benjamin Vaughan, an inferior and casual agentm the British pay who had the special confidence neither of
Shelbume, nor of Franklin, nor of Oswald,! to ask Shelbume

* Oswftld to Secretary Townshend, 10 September 1782, and Oswald to Shel-
burne, 1 1 September 1782,

+ Lord Shelbume to R. Oswald, 3 September 1782. Extract: "His" [Mr
Vaughan's] "intention was to return in two days. He has staid at the earnest
desire of Dr. Franklin. I have had several letters from him. They contain no
return of confidence from Dr. Franklin whatever, nor any account how far his
communication went, but anecdotes of the day, which I hope were picked up
rather from the conversation of Dr. Franklin's family than his own, as they were
more calculated to JBtimidate tlian to gain, I have never wriUca to him." O*

!.l
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by letter to jiwait his arrival before takiii^r lucaHureH with Ray
nova). The envoy otMay was further to beai' from him to
Nieiburno this verbal mesHage: « It a])pear8 to bo the ob-
yious interest of (h-eat Britain to cnt the cords which tie us to
]< ranee

;
by our eonsentinp: to the nuitnal free navigation of our

several lakes and rivers, there would be an inland naviLmtion
from the (Julf of Hi. Lawrence to that of Mexico, by means of
which the inhabitants west and north of the mountains mi.dit
with more ease be supplied with foreign commodities than from
ports on the Atlantic, and this immense and .irrowin- trade
would be in a manner monopolized by (Ireat Britain ^ there-
fore, the navigation of the Mississippi would in future be no
less important to Great Britain than to us." In this unso-
licited intercourse with the chief minister of Great Jjrit-iin
without the consent or knowledge of his colleague, without
nuthonty from liis government by commission, instructions
or letter, and without any C(piivalent, unless it were a new
commission to Oswald, Jay oiTered to give away to Great Brit-
am the equal right to the navigation of the ISIissiesippi, coup-
ing the olTer with a highly colored promise of unbounded
bench ts to British commerce.

1 lis messenger' was further enjoined " to impress Lord Rhel-
bunio with the necessity and policy of talcing a decided and
manly part res])ccting Americji." *

Franklin, using no methods of pemiasion but the in/lucnco
«a1.1 to Shclburno 8 September 1782. Extract: " 0..1y having mentioned one

iH lonR fifay hero was owin^ to In:,,, for, exeop.i.,^. ti.e first two .lavs ,e had no

m.^ ^Itr'-n
•^-^--" .«"^"'"- - «• O^wald (p..iva.): ^"i^Z

178-. L.vtraa
.

I have received so.ne letters from Mr. VauRhan relative to thoA.nor.eaa co„„n,ssioners, which I cannot possibly understand I believ y
"

o

M:tSr: ""'""" ""^'"'"^^' ^^-^ sen.p„,o„siyfromw..i.i:,7i;
"0 to 1„,„ to any pe.-Hon except to ynu and Mr. Fitzherbert. I suppose a on

I w U venture to tell you that it has been at the desire of Dr. Franklinli.U a.
1 find ,t ha. been and continues to bo interpreted to bo mine, I wish this

ll'lt"".?" rr^- '
^"""^''"'^

'' ^^'" ^^ '^^"•^^'""^ n..ictest aceonplish d by
h... return." Shelburnc to Oswald, 21 October 1782. F.xt.-nct : "

I am disposed
to expect overythin,^ f.-om Dr. Franklin's comprehensive nnderstandin, and ehar-

sitj^t^s ofr ;:;'^' *° '"^ ^°"'™'--^'
' ^"^ '^^^^ '^ ^^-^ ^ood imprcs.

* Diplomatic Correspondence, viil., 1G5-1CS.
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donVod from the respect ™,1 confidence in wl.i,.], l,c wa» heldby 81>eII,urno ,„,d both the Jirity, .ecrotar!e» of »tate , t Snne ,nter,,„.ed Lord (.ra„th,„n, the lirlti,,!. »ecrct^'„ '« 1'
for the fore,gn de,„.rt,nent, had ,«.snred hi,n hy letter t^,^ "

t „e»tabh»ln„ent of an honorable an,l h^th,;; ,,oa™ «™ tl It™
« the n,,„i»ter.,." "I Un... it to be the incere 1

1'
ftnjted 8tateV' replied Franklin o,. the eleventh ;

"
„1 w 1snel, d,spo„,t,on« on both „ide» there i, reason to l^pe that tog^workn, .t« progreas.ill n.eet with little ,11,^.,^

A

"nail one l,a» .«cnr,vd, with wbieh Mr. Osw.ald will a,-,,„aintyon. I flatter n>ys„lf that n,ea„» will be fonnd on ™ ^for reniovng ,t, and „,y best endeavors in ronoviLlw
Ijuent oncH (,t any should arise) „n,y be relied on ;

"
1„ ^F Inl

." ..ether cnnnnated France, nor eompron.ised l.imse /"orhis conntiy, nor his colleagno.
'

On the fonrtoenth Grantham and Townshend received thetters wr, ten then, en the tenth and eleventh by Oswiw andhy I'rankbn A n.eeting of the whole cabinet wa.s called ,soon as possd.Ie; «„n g, the great lawyer, gave the op io

by the An,enean eomnn.s«.,mem should be accented by (X

it "t r ;" '"".''''r

*'-«»'-^ ""'"'Ay. ".• Oi'-ectly ify the

and Oswa d.» A second eonnnis.sion was drafted for Oswaldto eonelude a peace or tmce with commissioners of the thir-
teen Unjtcd States of America, which were cnnmerated oleoy one, but the acknowledgn,ent of their independence wa.,hill reserved to fonn the finsl article of the treaty of peaceand they were called " colonies or pl^tations " as before. Thedelay had g.ven time to British creditors and to the refugees
to muster tier strength and embarrass the negotiation by their
m,p„rt,m,t,es. The king said : "I am so much agitated witha fear of sacr.ficmg the mteresfs of my country, by huiTvinrr
peace on too fa.,t, that I am unable to add anything on «.a!subject but the most frequent praye.^ to heaven to ^ide me

• Tow„,hon,l to 0,™.l.l, 20 .September 1!82: "A meeting of the ],]„„., e„„r,

('
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I]

iK> to act, timt [)()stt'rity maj not lay tlio (K.wiifall of tiiin oiuo
iVH|H>ctal)lo onipiro to my door; and that, if ruin hIiouM attend
tho nuvusurcM (luit may bo ado[)to(l, I may not loniif Hurvivo
thorn."

On tlio tAvonty^sixth of Soptomhor, Aratidn, in company
witli LafayoMo, (Micoimti'ivd .lay at VorHaiMoM. Aranda aHkod :

"When nhall wo |)rocood to (h) hiiwinoNH T' .lay rcpliod

:

"AVhonyou commnnic.ito your poworw to treat." "An ox-
olianp^o of connnissionH," waid Aranda, "cannot ho cxi)octod,
for IS

I
tain hart not acknow lodged your indcpcndcnco." " AVo

havo declared our indepondeiu-e," wiid .lay ;
" and Franco, Hol-

land, and Hritain havo acknowhviged it." Lafayotto caujo to
his aid, and lold tho amhaHnador I hat it waH not consiKtent with
the dignity of Franco that an ally <»f hers like tho United States
Blu»uld treat otherwine than a.s imlependent. Vergenui'H proHHcd
upon,I ay aKcttlementof claims with S[)aiM. .lay answered: " Wo
shall ho content with no houndaries Hhort of tho Mississi|)pi."

So soon as Oswald received IiIh now connnission ilw ne-
gotiation, after the h)sa of a month, moved forward rapidly.

Tho system which Fraidclin at the opening of tho negotiation

had established of niaking a separate peace without admittin--

I'rance io a knowledge of its j)rog!'oss was adlu>red to. Jay,
who was a skilful huvyer, ajid was now resolved "never to set

Ilia name to a peace that did not secure tho lisheries," drew up
itjs articles. The thirteen United States with every part of
their territories were acknowledged to ho free, sovereign, and
independent; their houndaries were determined according to
the unanimous instructions of congress which had reserved the

lino between Nova Scotia and New I'jigland for adjustment
by commissioners after the peace. The lishery in the Ameri-
can seaa wjus to be freely exercised by the Anu'ricans of right

wherever they exercised it while miited with Oreat Britain.

A clause provided for reciprocal freedom of conmioreo. Os
wald ]>n>posed articles ]irotecting the refugees and I*]ngliKh

creditors, but did not insist on them, "as Fraidclin declared

that whatever confiscations liad been made in America were
in virtue of tho laws of particular states, which congress had
no authority to repeal." Thus far tlio articles were those

whicJi had been agreed upon betweeu Fnuikliu and Shelburne.
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.T„,y on I.iH own authonty, „,dd(„l th,, ^ntlnifo.m co„oo«sIom totlo I r,,,Hh ol tl.o froo ..avig.iU,,,, ,>f tho MmMiHsippi.* -
IIo

I>l''H(k,(l i„ favor of 11,0 future .o.rnuoroo <.f Km^iIuhI .« if h„
Kul bcon <,f .or .oundl un<l wIhImuI to .nuI<o hou.o roparatlon
for I.(T loHH, n.H.Htiug that hI.o hI.ouM rocrovor Wost Viori.la
onKn.HK M... vvl.oh, of tl.o nupplioK f,.o„. C^.ada to tl.o .nouth'

lu, M,HH.Hs.,,,„ and particularly should mdn-mo the whole
01 tl.o fur trade, f

()u Honding the draft of tho treaty to tho Heoretary of «tate,
the I„,f,,Hh pleu.poto„l,.a,y wrote: "

I look upon the treaty a^now eloHod I...anl<li„ a,ud Jay agre,.] that, if it nho.d.l bouppn,vod they would hI^u it iu„„<,diatoly. Toward the French
"un.Htor they n.ah.tained an al.HoIute .-ohctvo, n.,t even com-
mun.cating to hint ti.o new con.n.iHHion of (Mwald tAfter the capture of Mi,.orca hy the D.d.e do (Jrillon, the
rone

.
and Spumnh lloets united under I.Ih con.n.and to reiuco

(ld,mll,ar
;

an.l (!o.,nt d'A,.(,ois, the brother of the king, passed

MinZl"!:""'
'"' '" ''""'"" "^""'•" "" ^""•"" "' '•'" "-'''''""" of tho

Ha,,!'!"""'''
'" 1:T7

'''"^""•"'"•'-
2 Ootohcr 17H2, an.I post.cri,,t of r, October-Ha„o to H«,„o, n (..to),..r I7H2; ««,„„ to Ha,,.,, 7 (),.tol,.,r 17H2. "Mr j'TloKHi.. upon U.., H..hj..t of W. Florl-la. n..,l ..,n,n an.J h.iHtH tl.„t f ; t

' "

11 m wi„ ,r Kxt,act fro.n poHtHcipt of :i October: "
ll,.f„ro wc parted tbi.

K..ntl,.,„a„
I
Mr ,ay, ,.a,„o a«aln upon tho H,.bj.,ct of W,.wt Flo.hla a "pL d

o
1.0 ,„o„th of tho M,HH.MH.p,„, ex,,.,.r,tinK a few nhort Htoppaf,'OH of p„rta«,. • bo

H retch of country b.-tween two and three tho,.Hand „.ile«. And i„ like „.,„nercinefly by .nean.s of tl.o MisHinHlppi, reeeive their eo„ntry eo.nrno.liti » n ctlan partun. any «h„..l.. ,n„,,,o tho whole of the fur-tra-i... ,„ 0,7.1;;™'
Hall.ne.l ho IH well founded." Kxtraet from .linpateh of 7 Oetobor

X On ma aHsur6 ,,„„ les n6^ocintio„H Hur Ic fond /^talent entam^-cs rt n„c In

iitnvo.iH di,e do poflitif ct de certain Jk cnt C-'ard McssrH lav ot Pmn 1.11

utile q,.c vouH d.n.e^ cetto particularity A Mr. Livingston, afin qu'il p .iie h'H I«2-\i;-I- ramener le. deu. p.6nipo,entiaire, amdricai s , I „e rde I

••'

fj'

i

f
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1

througli Madrid to be present at its siirretidor. But by
showers of red-liot shot, and by a most heroic sortie under
General Elliot, the batteries which Avere thou«,dit to bo lire-

proof were blown up or (!onsurned, and a fleet under Lord
IIowo was close at hand to replenish the stores of the fortress.
The news increased the clamor of Paris for peace. France, it

was said, is engaged in a useless war for thankless allies ; she
has suffered disgrace in the AVest Indies while undertaking to
conquer Jamaica for Spain, and now shares in the defeat before
Gibraltar. Vergennes, to obtain a release fi'om his engagement
to Spain, was ready to make great sacrifices on the part of his
own country, and to recpiiro them of America. Congress was
meanwhile instructing Franklin " to use his utmost endeavors
to effect the loan of four millions of dolhirs through the gener-
ous exertions of the king of France ; " and on the third of
October it renewed its resolution to hearken to no propositions
for peace except in confidence and in concert with its ally.

On the fourteenth of the same month Yergenues explained
to the French envoy at Philadelphia the policy of France : " If
we are so happy as to make peace, the king must then cease to
subsidize the American army, which M'ill be as useless as it has
been habitually inactive. AVe are astonished at the demands
which continue to be made upon us, while the Americans ob-
stinately refuse the payment of taxes. It seems to us much
more natural for them to raise upon themselves, rather than
upon the subjects of the king, the funds which their defence
exacts." "You know," continued Yergennes, "our system
with regard to Canada. Everything which shall prevent the
conquest of that country will agree essentially with our views.
But this way of thinking ought to be an impenetrable secret
for the Americans. Moreover, I do not see by what title the
Americans can form pretensions to lands on Lake Ontario.
Those lands belong to the savages or are a dependency of Can-
ada. In either case, the United States have no right to them
whatever. It has been pretty nearly demonstrated that to the
south of the Ohio their limits are the mountains following the
shed of the waters, and that everything to the north of the
mountain range, especially the lakes, formerly made a part of
Canada. These notions are for you alone

;
you will take care
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notto appear to bo informcl abont tbem, bccanso wo tho losaw,sh to ,„ erveno in tho discussions betwoon the Count deAranda and Mr Jay, as botb parties elaim eouutrios to vl ioh

z^^::^z:^ ^ ^^"'' -' - " -"' ^ -'-t i,„possibit

men tl,o first draft of tho treaty with the TInitod Statesrcaehod England, the oflor of Jay of tho free navisatiol

of nav gallon and commoreo was put aside. Tho cabinet eom
p amod of Oswald for yielding everything, and annointLHenry Straohey, Townshond's dcar-hoaded and oarnoftZder

ffa rf„^^ „^, 'T, "^"t ^r'""^'
'" "'"'So: no conoe.«onot a

, ght to dry hsh on Nowfonndland
; a recognition of the

loy Ist
,
and adequate indemnity for tho eonfisoated propertyof the loya refugees. Tho allegation of the A.noriean com^m.-oners that they had no authority to restore the loyalis tot e r old po,,soss,ons was objected to as a confession that,though they clamed to have full powers, thoy wore not plou

potent,ar,es; that they were acting under «,irtoon separl
sovere,gnt,es, which had no common bead. Sholbu„,r^posod either an extension of Nova Scotia to the Ponobscof orhe Kenneboc or the Saco, so that a province might be formedfor the «.cept.on of the loyalists ; or that some part of then^vonne from sales of tho old crown lands within tho United
States might be set apart for their benefit. To the ministry

made bofoi-e tho meeting of parliament, which had teen sum-moned for the twenty-fiftl of November.
The American commission was, on tho twonty-si.xth ofOctober, rocniited by the arrival of John Adams, its chief. Ithad been the proudest moment of his life when he receivedfrom congress the commission of sole plenipotentiary for nego-batmg peace and commerce between tho United States and

Great Britain. The year in which he was deprived of it he
has hiiusoh described as "the most anxious and mortifying

!ll
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year of liis whole life." IIo ascribed the clmngo in part to tho
Irench government, in part to Franklin. In his hotter mo-
ments, ovon at that day, he did justice to Franco ; toward
trankhn ho never relented. Both Franklin and John Adams
had dono great deeds which give them a place in tho history
of mankind. The one best nnderstood his fellow-men and ho\v
to deal with them

;
tho other the principles on which froo con-

stitutions should bo formed. Both sons of Massachusetts, they
wore stars shining in tho same constellation, and now in frani-
ing a treaty of peace with tho British empire each of the two
seemed living not a life of his own, but as if pro])hetically
inspired with all the coming greatness of their country.

Adams camo fresh from tho grand achievement of prevail
ing on tho United Provinces to acknowledge tho independence
ot tho United States, and to form with them a treaty of com
morce; but his first step in tho negotiation at Paris was a
wrong one. Fmnklin had hitherto warded oil tho dcmiand
that the treaty of peace should guarantee to English merchnnts
tho^ right to collect debts that had been due to them in tho
United States, because the British armies had in nuiny cases
robbed tho merchants of the very goods for which tho debts
were incurred

;
and had wantonly destroyed the property of

the planters, which would have funiished the means of pay-
ment. J\Ioreover, the IJritish themselves had conliscated the
debts as well as all other property of the patriots of South
Carolina. Tho day after Strachey's arrival in J'aris, Adams
encountering him and Oswald at tho house of Jay, to their sur-
prise and delight gave his assent to the proposed stijMilation in
behalf of British creditors. In the evening of tho same day
Adams called for the first time on Franklin, who at once put
Jhui on his guard as to the British demands relating to debts
and the compensation of tories.

On tho thirtieth tho American commissioners met Oswald
and Strachey, and for four several days they discussed the un-
settled points of the treaty.

]\rassachusetts desired to extend to the St. John; unless
that boundary could be obtained, congress unanimously agreed
the question should be reserved for settlement by commission-
ers after the war. The British commission, aided by a veteran
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w^t'r'" "m
•"''' ''""•'' "' "'"'•'• "•"•" J"»* "'« "'riving towro«t frou, J a„,„ at Last tho <l„ko „( Y«rk'» old |,n,vi„co of

Sasadal,,,,,. |.„„„ l.„l,it„al forethought Ada,„„ hLl l.roughtw h h„„ do,.,„„o,,t, ,vhi„h woro dooiMivo o„ ,h„ ,,„„,tit„.

adoption
1,0 ,„icod no «ton«io„ of tho tnn, honn.lary : ho^o„.cd to aecopt Jc«. ni„ „oll„„gno, gladly .loforro.l to hhn.io gau, tho ,n Inenco of Fmn,.o ha Bonght au intorviow with

Vorgenncs, and, hy tho pap„™ and n,ap.s whioh ho Huhinittod
»ecure.l h,„ „lho.ion. Tho li„„ ,vhioh Ada,n» viodioatod fold
"" S™ I"

."'" "™'y "'"""" f'"-'!"'-- '"i»l'"to or cavil.

ri.ht o?
."'•'.""'' ,7""""™""™ J""i"<I to tho American, thor.ght of dryng h„h on Newfoundland. This was, after a great

d«.l of conversafon, suhnnttod to upon condition that theAmerican fishermen shotdd he allowed to dry their fl,h onany nn.settled part, of tho co,a,t of Nova Scotia. Franklin

only the bank, of Newfoundland. Why not all other place,,«d among other, tho (Inlf of St. Lawrence! Are you afraid
.ere are not i„h enough, or that wo should catch too many,

a the ,a,ne nne that you know that wo shall bring tho great:
est part of the money wo get for that fish to (ireat liritain topay for your manufactures (

" And this enlargement wa., im-
iTOdied in the new article on tho lisherie,.

On tho fonrth of November, Adams and Jay delinitivolv
overruled the well-grounded objections of Franklin to TZ
cogiution by treaty of the validity of debts contracted befo.^tho war

;
thus mvolvmg the country in grievous difflculties bynsertmg n, the treaty a clause to which tho t'nited State,

'^

hen constituted had no power to give effect. Strachey w^toto tho secretary of state that Jay and Adam, would in likemanner a»»3nt to the indemnification of the refugee, i-atlierhan break off the treaty. Fnmklin ,aw and .averted the dang rIn reply- to a letter from Secretary Town,hcnd, luaving in hi^

Ifliot^v'i r;r° f'r "•"' ™"''' '''™'™ ™ -^con-lable

ivc!am= and Jay to join with him in letters to Oswald and to
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Struchoj, cxpressinnj in conciliatory language their unanitiious
BcntimcntH tluit an aninesty more cxtoiiBivo than what liad
already bccu agrocd to could not bo granted to the refu-
gces."*

IJeforo Strachcy reached London with the second set of
articles for peace, the friends of Fox iiad forgotten their zeal
for American independence. All parties unanimously do-
manded anmesty and indemnity for the loyalists. Within the
cabinet, Camden and (Jrafton were restless, while Richmond
and Keppell were preparing to renounce their placcs.f The
king could not avoid mentioning " how sensibly he felt the dis-
memberment of America fnmi the empire:'' "I ghould be
miserable indeed," ho said, "if I did not feel that no blame on
that account can bo laid at my door; it may not in the end be
an evil that its inhabitants will become aliens to this kingdom."

Townsliend and William I'itt remained true to Sherburne

;

and a third set of articles was i)repared, to which these three'
alone gave their approval in writing.

The ]\[ississipi)i was accepted b,; +ho British as the Ameri-
can boundary on the west ; but it remained to the last to settle
the point where the United States would touch the north-
western boundary of Canada. In the fii-st set of articles
agreed on between the American connnissioners and Oswald
the line from the Connccticnt at the forty-fifth parallel of
north latitude was drawn due west on that ])arallel to the river
St. Lawrence, thence to the south end of the lake Nipising,
and thence straight to the source of the river Mississippi!
This would have given the United States a part of ui^per
Canada, and found no favor in England. In the articles taken
to England by Stracliey the line proceeded due west from
the Connecticut on the forty-fifth parallel till it should strike
the river Mississippi. At the lai^t moment the question was
determined in England by the British ministry, without any

* "If it depended on my vote, I would cut this knot at once. I would com-
ponsatc the wretches," etc. J. Adams to Jonatli.in Jackaon, 17 November 1782.
A\ orks, ix., 510. " Dr. Franklin is very stanch against the torica ; more decided a
great deal on this point thiin Mr. Jay or myself." Diary of John Adams 20
November 1782. Works, iii., 302. Works of J. Adams, iii., 330. Works of
Franklin, ix , 426-433.

t Almon's Debates, xxv., 180.
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ho,„l, "yo„ w,ll i„ti,„ato t„ the. i„ a |„v,|,o,' „,a„t,er th^

Wllo nro all,.\ve,] to have ti,o power."
"If t1,e Amel-iea„ eo„„„issio„e,'.H thiok that thr.y will fainoy tho whole co,,,,,,;, l,„f,„.e parliament, I ,lo „ot hLnnXlhe •efn.e,.., will have a,,,, ohjeetions," a,l,led Shclln,,.,,; J. i

,e,-bert ,vas ,n.st,.„e„,,l to take part i„ the A„,eriea„ „c.ot,Vturns
;
an,l w,th l„„ ap|.,v.val and that of Strachey, Oswald™<M„,.owen,l to H,,.. a featy. Authority was f,nvJ, to Kit 1^Un to ,nvoke the inlluenoe of France to l,end the An.erie „Vorgennes had especially plea,led with then, st,-on,dy inWof the refn^ces Parlian.ent was p,.oroK„e,l to the Hf'l, of De^

On the sanie day on wl.ich the final instrnetions to Oswald

Ihere ox,sts ,n o.,r treaties no condition which ohhVcs tho<.ng to p,-„long the war in order to snstain the a„,bitio",Tp e!tens,ons wh.eh the United State, „,ay fonn in rcfe,.e„co toTofehery or the extent of their bonnda,-ic3." » France wodd

^^^•::'"::::::^:::C!;!s:;:^'^T''7^
-.-.no.™..™
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not prolonrr tlio war to secnro to the ArntTicans tlioir oxtonsion
to tlio Mksiasippi or tlio iishenes ; tlio Amoricaiw wore still
loss Ik)iiiu1 to coutimio tho war to obtain (ilhraltar for Spain.

Early in tlio nioruiii<jr of tho twonty-Hfth tho king waa
urginn^ Sholburno to conliilo to Vergeunos his " ideas con-
cerning America," saying, » Franco ninst wish to assist us in
keeping tho Americans from a concurrent lishery, which tho
looseness of tho article with that i)eoplo as now drawn up
gives but too much room to apprehend." Before Slielburno
could have received the admonition, Adams, Fraidclin, and
Jay met ( )swald and Straohey at Oswald's lodgings. Strachoy
opened the parley by an elaborato speech, in which ho ex-
])lained his objections to the article on the iisheries, and that
"tho restitution of tho property of tho loyalists was the
grand point upon which a final settlement dci)ended. If the
treaty should break off, the whole business must go loose and
take its chanco in parliament." Jay wished to know if Os-
wald could now conclude the treaty; and Strachey answered
that ho could, absolutely. Jay desired to know if the i)roposi-
tions he had brought were an ultimatum. Strachey seemed
loath to answer, but at last said " no." That day, and tho
three following ones, tho discussion was continued.

On the twenty-ninth, Oswald, Fitzherbert, and Strachey
on the one side, and Adams, Franklin, Jay, and, for the first
tune, Laurens on the other, came together at the apai Mnents
of Jay.

^ " The articles of the boundaries remained exact:y the
same as in the draft sent over from England." * The Ameri-
can conunissioners agreed that there should be no future
prosecutions of loyalists or confiscations of their property ; that
all pending prosecutions should be discontinued; and that
congress should recommend to the several states and their
legislatures, on behalf of the refugees, amnesty and the restitu-
tion of their confiscated property. Strachey thought this arti-
cle better than any of tho modifications proposed in England,
and congratulated himself on his success.

pour soutcnir les pretentions ambitieusea quo les l5tats-Uni,^ pouvent former, soit
par rapport A la pcclie, soit par rapport h I'etendue des limites." VcrKennea to
Luzerne, 2;] November 1782.

* Fitzhcrbert to Grantham, 29 November 17S2.
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Against tho RritiHh draft of tho article on tlio fiHhories
John Adams, with the steady and eflicient support of Franklin
and of Jay, spoko with tho nioro effect, as it introduce.l an ar-
bitrary restriction

; and ho declared ho would not set his hand
to tho treaty unless tho limitations were stricken out After
long altercations tho article was reduced to tho forn. in which
It appearn ,n tho treaty, granting to tho United States cr.ual
rights with iintish fishermen to take lish on tho coast of New-
toundland, and on tho coasts, bays, and creeks of all other
iJntish dominions in America.

Tho influonco of Oswald was strongly ..xerted in favor
of signing tho treaty immediately. Ho could do it only with
tho consent of Fitzherbert and iStrachey ; and they ^ave tho
opinion that it would bo necessary to consult the government
at home. "Wo can wait," answered Adams, "till a courier
goes to London." Tiio refcrenco would have carried the wholo
matter into parliament, and so would have been fatal to tho ne-
gotiation. Franklin saw the danger, and interposed :

" If any
further delay should be made, the clause insuring to the sub-
jects of_ Great Britain the right of recovering their debts in
the United States must also bo reconsidered." But on this
article Strachcy prided himself as his great achievement

; and
rather than expose it to risk, he joined with Oswald Fitz-
herbert, now left alone, reflected that peace with the United
States would be the best means of forcing France and Spain
to declare their nltimatum

; and he, too, gave his consent.
Ihus far, no word in the convention had directly alluded

to the existence of slavery in the United States. On the thir
tieth, at the demand of Laurens, in tho engrossed coijies of the
convention a clause was interlined prohibiting, on tho British
evacuation, the " carrying away any negroes or other prop-
erty of the inhabitants." So tho instrument, which already
contained a confession that the United States were not formed
into one nation made known that in their confederacy
man could be held as a chattel ; but, as interpreted alike in
America and England, it included free negroes among their
citizens By a separate article, a line of north boundary be-
tween West Flonda and tho United States was concerted, in
case Great Britain at the conclusion of the war

ill

iould be m
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possession of that province. Out of respect to the alliance
between the United States and France, tlie treaty v/as not to
be made definitive until teni:s of peace should have been
agreed upon between Great Britain and Franc. ; with this
reservation the treaty of peace between tlie United States of
America and Great Britain was signed and sealed by the com-
raissioners of both countries. To prevent future dispute, the
boundaries of the new nation were marked interchangeably by
a strong line on copies of the map of America by Mitchell.

The treaty which ruled the fate of a hemisphere was main-
ly due to Lord Shelburne and his early and never-failing con-
fidence in '' the comprehensive understanding and character of
Franklin.^' Friends of Franklin gathered around him; and
as the ,Duke de..la Eochefoucauld kissed him for joy, "My
frieh^"' 1s*l.FragVlin; " could I have hoped at such' an age to
li^ve^en^Wd^^ great happiness ? " The treaty in its main
features ^^as not a /Si^mpromise, nor a compact imposed by
,ffe.rc»^'*rtit'*drti''fee;;ei^^^^^^ and perpetual settlement. By
dqing-j-usiicer tp her former colonies, England rescued her lib-
erties at home and opened the M-ay for their slow but certain
development. The selHsh policy of taxing colonies by parlia-
ment which had led to the cruel and unnatural M-ar with
America was cast aside and forever ; Great Bi-itain, hencefor-
ward as the great colonizing power, vras to sow all the oceans
with the seed of republics. For the United States, the war,
which began by an encounter with a few husbandmen embat-
tled on L-xington green, ended with independence, and the
possession of the continent from the St. Croix to the south-
western Mississippi, from the Lake of the Woods to the St.
Mary's. In time past, republics had been confined to cities
and their dependencies, or to small cantons ; the United States
of America avowed themselves able i:o fill a continental terri-
tory with commonwealths. They possessed beyond any other
portion of the world the great ideas of their age, and every
individual was at liberty to apply them in thought and action.
They could shape their institutions by the exercise of the
right inherent in humanity to free deliberation, choice, and
assent. Yet while the constitutions of their separate mem-
bers, resting on the principle of self-direction, were, in most
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respects, the best in the world, they liad no genen,! ^overn-
inout; and, as they went forth upon untried paths, the states-men of Europe looked to see the confederacy fly hito fracr
ments, or lapse into anarcliy. But, notwithstanding tlie want
of a government for the collective inhabitants of the thirteen
states, their mutual inter-citizenship and perpetual union made
them one people, to whom their hopefulness and creative
power gave the sure promise of a more perfect union.

•<;t?^r%;v.
-p-..

END OF VOLUME V.
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COMPLETE IN SIX VOLUMES, OCTAVO.

HISTORY OF THE
UNITED STATES,

From the Discovery of the Continent. By George Bancroft.
An entirely new edition, partly rewritten and

thoroughly revised.

The author has made extensive changes in the text, condensing in places, en-larg^ng tn others and carefully revising. It is practically a new work, embody-
tng the results of the latest researches, and enjoying the advantage of the authoi's
long and mature experience.

The original octavo edition 7vas in trvelve volumes. The present edition is
covipiete in six volumes, octavo, the price being co,-respondingly reduced.

EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS.
'' The merits of Bancroffs ' History of the United States' are so well known thatl.tt e need be sa.d of the new edition, the first volume of which, reaching to i68S ha

;:: s orof'Sf o" t/^"'^''™^
^''™' ^'^^^•^^ ^° p^'-' -' "- chants ii;'^

ZZ^ ? ''" '"°'' prominent is the introduction of a division intot.Kee parts, bejjmning respectively at 1492, 1660, and 16S8. \N h each part b..fjins a

.ncTea'ed bv ;f f

''" ''^'''"' "' ''' ''"^""^ ^"^"^ "^^^^'^ '^^^^^"" '^e editions ismcreased by the frequent separation of one chapter into two or three. Thus whatwas chapter two in 1876 becomes cliapters two, three, and four, in 1883, and what waschaper twenty-two becomes chapters twelve, thirteen, and fourteen, of part secondIn all, instead of twenty-seven chapters there are thirty-eight. The total length is notmcreased, but rather diminished, since there are many omissions, for instance of Cap-

ZllT t \
^P°"yP'^-l adventures in Hungary, the evidence for which, comingsolely from the hero h.mself, probably seems weaker than ever to Mr. Bancroft

vtrr!T'''''"i"'":''"
"^"^ ''"'"'^^'^^ '^ this about the Quaker martyrs: 'Theywere hke those weeds which were unsightly to the eyes, and which only ihen t aZ

• epa'rX" tsdTr^ 'r'""""' •

^"°"^" ^'^'^""^^^ ^^'"^^•' '^ '"^^^ Ep^-opalianS^separat ng .tself rom Protestantism could acknowledge no equal except the OrthodoxGreek Church and that of Rome.' With these sentences have been rejected manywhose meanmg was gnen in the context, such curtailment being especially common at

Ibridir^H ' T"
°' '^''^-P'"" ""'" ^^'=°""' °f ^"^ ^''--^- "fJ--- I - greatlyabndged and made somewhat less severe. In the place of the charge that OliverCromwell s rulmg motive was ambition, is the acknowledgment that in his foreignpolicy he was most certainly faithful to the interests of England. The notice ofLuther ,s rewritten and enlarged, mainly by apt quotations of his own words. Therehas been less change in the accounts of American than of European matters, but the

t"!!?V^^h!"''"'
''^'"*'°"' ""'"''"'"• '^ '^'' °^ *"° P'^'' ''^^"'bing and praising Cap-

orT^s^on tf
^°^.""'"'^";.°^ V'--^--- O^'-. -hen there appears to be an addiSon oromission here is in reality only a transposition. The whole class of changes may be

attributed to greater maturity of judgment, rather than to discovery of new material
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bus re. fv'r r ? "
n ' "' """' controversies

;
for instance, whether Colum-bu really hes buned at Havana or San Domingo

; v.hother the Pilgrims landed ex-

^CVt V ".
^^""'^ '^°'^""' '' '^ '-^PP^""*'^ ^^"""^''^ "P'"^-- -d whether

1 he King s Miss.ve was ever sent, as told by Whittier. Other changes aim simply

first ed I,, n, w „ch seems more appropriate to such a standard work than the cheaperform of the other revision. "-Bos/on Advertiser.
^

edition of'^r'"''-''"
""';''" """ <^-'--P"-l-ff volume of the ' Centenarv

'

de able '
' T "T '° '"' '"" "'^^""'^" '^"^"^es the author has founddes rable, even after so short an interval. The first thing -hat strikes one is the in-creased nu.niber of chapters, resulting from subdivision. The first volume containsUvo volumes of the ong,nal, and is divided into thirty-eight chapters instead of eight-

mer'elv n;'!, W'"- T '""P"'''''^'^'- ^"t ^he new arrangement is not the retultmerely of subd,v,s.on
: the matter is rearranged in such a manner as vastly to increasehe lucid, y and continuousness of treatment. In the present edition Jlr. Bancroft re-

urns to the pnncii.le of division into periods, abandoned in the ' Centena.y '

editionHis division IS, however, a new one. As the permanent shape taken by a great histor-
ical work, this new arrangement is certainly an improvement. "-r/.. A'a^io,: (Nczv
I OfA!), ^

•' In modifying the narrative, Mr. Bancroft tells us that his chief aims were accuracy
and lucidity, and that ' no well-founded criticism that has been seen, whether made here
or abroad, with a good will or a bad one, has been neglected.' Apparently no new
material of particular moment has been inserted, although several sketches of famous
characters liave been rewritten cither entirely or in part. The work as a wiiole is in
better shape, and is of course more authoritative than ever before. This last revision
will be without doubt, both from its desirable form and accurate text, the standard
one."—Bos^o/i Traveller.

" It has not been granted to many historians to devote half a century to the history
of a single people, and to live long enough, and, let us add, to bo willing and wise
enough, to revise and rewrite in an honored old age the work of a whole lifetime
This good fortune has been granted to Mr. Bancroft, and he has largely profited by it'

as have also the majority of readers among his own countrymen, who, when American
history is in question, go at once to his volumes as to an authoritative tribunal, and
abide by his decisions, which in no case of any consequence, we believe, have ever
been seriously or for long disturbed."—AVw York Mail and Express.

"The extent and thoroughness of this revision would hardly be guessed without
comparing the editions side by side. The condensation of the text amounts to some-
thing over one third of the previous edition. There has also been very considerable
recasting of the text. On the whole, our examination of the first volume leads us to
believe that the thought > f the historian loses nothing by the abbreviation of the text.

A closer and later approximation to the best results of scholarship and criticism is

reached. The public gains by its more compact brevity and in amount of matter, and
in economy of time and money."— 77/f Independent {Nezv Yoi-IA.

" We have made a comparison of the first volume with the edition of 1S76, and find
that the work has been largely recast, the arrangement of the chapters and the minor
divisions has been changed, many portions have been rewritten, and no pains have
been spared in making necessary corrections as the result of criticism on the work or of
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"'"" ""^ ^^^"^ °^ 'he
trovers.es aroused by the volume as ^7,.,^ '^T''" °^ '' '" ^"« '« 'he con-
stoutly by his orl^nal te.t until tl t nrcamrr:; r''""'; "'^ ^^""^^^ «»°^
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former issues comprised i^ s^ hlnirme ocr^T '"' '""^ ^^'^'^ volumes oHhe
be given at exactly half the price ofThe ori/t™''"

'^''^ ^""^« -"^^ will tl ul
nstanment. it will certainly loVL/hing by r^^^^^^

^""^'^-^ ^^ the firs
will be more valuable as embodying the laL.T^r '° '"' ^' appearance goes, and
'ouches of 'heauthor>shand."-S.wS;;/IT^^^ '"' containing'the'

1

J

"There is nothing to be said at this dav of fh , 'r•s no longer in dispute, and as a piece of vTvida„d le^ . k.'''""°''-'
''^ -'^--'ramong the best works of its class. It maT^e Lken

f

"'"""' """"^ " ^'-"^^

-;--. ^-cl its -ulness...-^..!^-^-5^ -t^ "ew ediUon

^'-^ o'^ Un^d^sll^r^^S:r" " ^'^- ^—-^ --n of his great
earlier editions and this shows tha hecla^ t: im

'''^' ' ""^"' •^°-P"-- oTZ
ofa TJ.'T^

^^'"'^ P^^^-P'^^ have be"n :rou7"snr l'
'^ "° ""^^"^ '"-f^-^-

"f a youthful style have been carefully pruned .^ n
"^''"''' '''« ^^'ravagances

-sobnety and effect.
'•-/^/.7,^,,^,,,;;!j^f""^'''-"''

'he gain has been manifest 7n

'he;:^^^^:^:!^:::;:^:^ -^ -00 we,, known to need recapitulation andand published at half the prL oVtt : ^auS ''T^ r^.'^
'" ^''^ voll^

but m general style is not inferior. The first vn .' '^^^ '' somewhat smaller-ade by the author are numerous, and some otT ""'" '° ''''• ^"^ "'««=h4es
'nstance. is divided into three n.Jfc 7 ^^"^ ™Portant. This volume f
and with each part begin:'a:ernl er^^f^rr^^'^ " ''^' '^ a^^S^
;;;;^:

;^,^'-- ^^ captam john smitiSin urLTH
'''"" ^" •"'^"^ «----

tlet x,h,,e been left out; the character giventllr^^^^^^^^
Some sentences inof Luther eniarged, while pages have been addl , H u

"'"^ ''°^"' '^'^'^ 'he notice
^ Tgmia. Other Ciangcs are chieflvlmT

^""'bing Captain Smith's rule in
'he dates into the text.' On the :hrthT:r -^

°'T ^"' ''^ .-"corporX ^and revised form, and wil, be welcomed by aT fl n
"""^^ '"P--"^^^ " "

'"ew dre!sst.ll/.„/.^,,«,,^, among histories of our Sd '
^^/"^^'^'^"^^^ •'^ °"'- -"""^ i.

" ''-' ^--'-^ ^^- volume appeared ^^^Z^T"''J4. and he has been enga-ed upon the



^Bancroft's HisioRv of the United STATES.-(C^«//«„^.y.)

h..tory almost ever since he was a student at Gottingen. The re.is.sue of the work so

S JJt r""f «''^'""" ''^" •' '^ to the generation which Lt a^proact,h,s great work m the final forms of its literary execution. In this final revision MrBancroft has not only corrected all mistakes and errors of fact, so far L th y havebeen ascertained, but has revised the style, taken the wind out of pompous sentences

Plan wUh'wh h 7'Tr^ "''•" ''' '^^^^ "^ ^°°^ ^"''"^ -'l^'*^- thruniy :;
p an wuh which he had set out at the beginning. Thus far he has removed many ohe objections which stood against his history as a work of permanent value Ld
t aVe?m T - '^•;;--'^'>. -bstantial character to his great hi3tory which "gTvesU a pe manen weight ,. ->., world of letters. The work now takes mnk with the

ts^TZlil " philosophical narrative to which the author beC"-
"The majvelous industry and the earnest conscientiousness which the venerableh storian exhibits in revising, recasting, and in part rewriting the great work o h

b

Ife, not only compel respect and admiration on their own account, but they becomealso the strongest guarantees of the accuracy of his scholarship, of his fidelit/totZof the exalted conception which he entertains of his task, and therefore of the^utstantial excellence of his history. The edition of 1876 exhibited no little pnin ng andcorrection
;
but the author has again gone over the entire field, and. withTcZ anddevotion worthy of the theme and of his reputation, has wrought w at he says ^sl

t!"V^V"'T. ^"' ^^'"' ^'^"•°" "'" "^^ -"^'^^ by many who have f^ylrb^en familiar with its predecessors. The publishers deserve credit for presen ing so^ea a work in such excellent guise, and the author may accept it as a noble monu

hUtorv andT- "'':T ''"" ^"* ""'' ""' "^ ''^'^ ''^ ^^^ -"^ ch^pteiToThistory, and bring ,t down to a later period I "-C/i,ca {N. Y.) Herald.

"With Portrait of the Author.

Complete in ,ix Tolunies, octaTO, handsomely priaM from new typ«. Cloth. oBcut. with gilt m %m-
sheep, $3.50; ind half calf. $4.50 per Tolume.

D. APPLETON & CO., "^^^^^r^^Z^S Bond Street, New Vork.



History of the People of the

UNITED STATES,
FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE CIVIL WAR.

By JOHN BACH McMASTER.

To be completed In five volumes. Volume I. 8vo. Cloth, gilt top,»2.50.

" Heretofore the story of the nation's inception and growth has been frequently described, but
has never been made interesting. Mr. McMaster not only describes events and people with re-
markable felicity, but has the power to lead the reader on from point to point, so that his pages
have the swiftly-moving panoramic attraction which one feels in a railway-train, as it bring.
new scenes every moment to the cyt."~B0sten Herald.

" It is a storehouse of facts concerning the life, feelings, and limitations of the people, attract-
ively grouped, and stated with precision and masculine energy Bids fair to be the authori-
taUve history of the United States for the period which it covers."— 7//<r Nation.

" No one can linger long over this volume without perceiving that we have in it a fresh and
valuable addition to our national literature, which calls for immediate recognition. The plan on
which the work is constructed is similar to that of which the late lamented Mr. Green made such
brilliant use in his 'History of the English People.' . . . This truly admirable scheme promises
to be carried out, if we may judge by this first volume, with an amplitude of research and thor-
oughness of scholarship which will give weight to the author's views, and a vigor and pictur.
esqueness of style which will give them currency."—5ej/(;« Journal.

" His theme is an important one, and we congratuLite him on his success. His style is inter-
esting and lively, and he gives such a graphic pictui.' of our forefathers that it is a pleasure to
follow him. The author has one great quality, and that is the power to arrange his ideas and
marshal his facts. It has rarely been our province to notice a book with so many excellences and
so few defects."—A^^TO York Herald.

" He carries out in a complete, vivid, and delightful way, his promise to describe the dress, the
occupations, the amusements, the literary canons of the several epochs comprehended within the
scope of his survey. . . . The cardinal qualities of style, lucidity, animation, and energy, are
everywhere present. Seldom, indeed, has a book in which matter of substantial value has been
so happily united to attractiveness of form been offered by an American author to his fellow-citi-
tens."—New I'ork Sun.

" His work, if the succeeding volumes are of a piece with this, will not be merely the most
instructive of American histories, but a valuable contribution to narr- .ve literature. His subject
all historians may envy him; his information indicates diligent and well-directed preparation;
his style is always dear, often picturesque, and sometimes eloquent."—iV>«/ York World.

" The author, with well-chosen words, and in p^ ^ .aresque style, presenu a succession of living
pictures, showing us just how life went on day by d.iy, how people occupied themselves, and
what they thought. All this is real history. It makes fascinating reading. Not the first or the
faintest shadow of dullness is to be found on any of these pages. ... One great charm of the
book consists in its artistic grouping of topics and of facts. The pictures explain and complete
each other. There is a wonderful combination of colors, and of light and shade, the effect ol
which can be seen only by those who read and see the whole. "—7>5* Churchman.

New York
: D. APPLETON & CO., 1, 3, & 5 Bond Street.



WORKS OF

WILLIAM E. H . LECKY.
A History of England in the Eighteenth Century.

Vols. I, II, III, and Iv. Small ivo, cloth, price per vol., $2.25.

"Mr. Lccky never toucbea a eubject withont presenting to the eye some hitherto un.
observed angle and lacet; and we find in this 'History of the Eijfhteenth Century' the old
unwearied Industry, especially In the by paths of literature, his delicate subtilty of obser-
vation, and the same fine ear for the undertones of lite, which are apt to be drowned In the
noisy hum of battles, sieges, and dynastic changes. No one, not even Macanlny, has bur-
rowed so industriously In tlio pamphlets, newspapers, and quite unclassical literature of
last century In search of light as to its manners and customs. Ue has written the best
history of the century, has corrected many errors of his predecessors, and his manner of
treatment is large, philosophical, and impartial."—Zonaon Spectator.

History of the Rise and Influence of the Spirit of
Rationalism in Europe.
I wo vols., small Zvo, cloth, $4.00.

"A man of earnest conviction, Mr. Lecky Is entirely free from bigotry ; as an historinn
ho Is almost faultless, and as a critic he is without a peer. His book is animated by a vital
Idea which gave ilj birth, and which quickens every paragraph to the end ; but the idea is

too large and luminous to have the character of a dogma. The work will no doubt bo ex-
tensively read. The wealth of its contents, and the singular grace of its style, always flow-
ing, ofltn picturesque, sometimes burning with suppressed eloquence, will insure a mul-
titude of admirers. Wo hope they will."— 2%e Nation.

History of European Morals, from Augustus to Char-
lemagne.

Third edition, revised. T%vo vols., \2mo, cloth, %t,.oo.

"So vast is the field Mr. Lccky introduces us to, so varied and extensive the inforraa-
tion ho has collected in it, fetching it from far beyond the limits of his professed subject,
that it is impossible in any moderate space to do more than Indicate the line he follows. . , .

The work Is a valuable contribution to our higher literature, as well as an admirable guide
for those who may care to go in person to the distant fountains from whicli Mr. Lecky has
drawn so freely."—Zondon Timei.

The Leaders of Public Opinion in Ireland : Swift,
Flood, Grattan, O'Connell.

\2mo, cloth, $1.75.

"A writer of Lecky's mind, with his rich imagination, his fine ability to appreciate
imagination in others, and his disposition to be himself an orator upon the written page,
could hardly have found a period in British history more harmonious with bis literary

style than that which witnessed the rise, the ripenln?, and the fall of the four men whose
impress upon the development of the national spirit of Ireland was not limited by the
local questions whose discussion constituted their fame."—iVfw York Evening Post.

New York : D. APPLETON & CO., 1. 3, & 5 Bond Street.
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