Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
usual method of scanning are checked below. exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de

numeérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / \/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de 'ombre ou de Ia distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Additional comments / Continuous pagination.
Commentaires supplémentaires:

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.



g o ; - -
THE FREE PRESS.
Vou. 1] Monrrear, THURBDAY, 31st JuLy, 1823. [ No. 42.

T

Non videmus manticee quodin tergo est.

'
.

CaToLLus.
‘We see not in the front, what's done or meant behind.

« can not forbear sayiog one word upon a thing they call
a bank, which 1 hear is projecting in.this town. 1 aever saw
the' propossls, nor noderstand auy ope particufar ol 7telr
scheme : what I wish for, at preseat, is ouly a suilicieat provis-
ion of kefnp, and caps avd bells, to_distribute according fo the
several degrees of honesty and prudence in certain persons.”
X i Swirr.
AxzgTeacT antP REVIEW of PARLIAMENTARY ‘PROCEEDINGS
© & _of Lower Canapa. ’
w  (Continued from No. 38.) * °
Ou Monday the 13th Jan. after some routine business, Mr.
Taschereau pesented to the House of assembly the report of
the commissicners for interior communicatioas for the county of
Dorchester, aod that part of the county of Buckinghamshire,
which is in the district of Quebec.®
Upona petition being presented by Mr. Ogden, from Tho-

* By the proviocial statute 57 Geo. IIL ¢, 13, passed 22d
March 1817, the sum of £55,000 currency war granted for “the
improvement of the internal commupications of the province,
which are of general ~ioterest, .and which,_uoder the exsting
Jaws, can ot be effected ; that is to say, to open o fidlth new
roads leadipg from district to district, to open or improve the
pew roads leading from this province to other British colopies,
to open or finish such new roads as it may be of geveral inter-
est throughout & dustrict to open or finish, to erect bridges over
great rivers, to shorten or make new roads for the purpose of
postroads, to improve or diminish the steepness of considerable
hills or slopes occurring on the old highways, to improve the
navigation of the rivers, aud also the beaches of rivers, by cori-
structing dams, canals, or other works for the purpose, and to
procure plaos, statements and estimates of such other works as
it may be expedient to perform for establishing herealter other
commupications¥ 1t is a general complamt that, in the six
years that bave elapsed since thus act was passed, and commis-
sloners appoisted, aotwitbstandipg the exteesive ature of their
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/iﬂ i mps MeCord, Esq. for leave to estahlish 8 market-place, . io
e 7 St. Ao’s Suburbs, Montrea), and its being moved that it be re-
. ferred: 16,3 commitied to repori‘tiiereont by bill or-thermse,
5o with 2li convenient speed o
1- Mr. Viger ibjected to the motion as unusual in its terms,
o and uosupperted by precedent. The ordinary course on ve-
ceiving petitions of a pnyate pature was to. refer them to a
if commiltee_to report thereon. If the report was favourable to

the prayer of the petition, leave was given to introduce a bil{
. in conformity to the report, but it was contrary to rule, and
might be extremely ioconvenient, to permit a special committee
to seport by bl ' T
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powers; and-1he tonsiderable sum at their disposal, very little
has been dove, gud some of the maney laid out, expended upon
-objects quite foreigo to those laid down. 1t would be desira-
ble that such reports, of the commissiopers that Lave beeu
appointed as have been made to the house, [ for I believe some
of them have pot reported at all,) should be collected, -printed
.and published, separately; the public have a right to know what
has beeu done with thewr mosey, sud why #q niore” has bees
dope. For instance, in the county of Dorclthter, for which
, _the xeport was presented to the house, as nbove #ientioned; it
sshould be a subject of enquivy why the road paralel'to the
' tiver,Chaudiere which reaches, I believe,  that'is in a passable
_state, no farther than about Ste. Mane Nouvelle Beauce, has
goet been continued to the boundary-line, in order to meet the
great road which has been cut, aod 1 behieve finished in' 1820,
from Ansoa in the state of Maine to the Canada hne. Nosoon-
.er was the act passed in Quebec which has just been quoted,
than the inbabitants of that state set about waking a new road
$o.Canada seventy miles in.Jength, which was cut out two rods y
. wide, aod the logs _turned out agd stumps dug up the width of
- one rud; Wit calliewsys in every-part that required jit, apd,»
_substaptial bridge over the river'Moose, which is tlie only con-
_giderable stream crossiog the ropd. | Expectations were held
out thet this road would be directly met by one, through Vau.
dreuil,and Aubert Gallion seignories.and the towaships of Shea.
ley, Dorset avd Grayhurst, where it is now ascertained that
most of the and is of a rich quabty and well calculated, for i
gettiements, especially along the heautiful lake Megantic. By !
) such a road a great thoroughfare between the capital of Cana.
3/ daaod the great rrading-towns on the sea coast of New Eagland,
fI woukl be opened ;s and even a much shorter and better route B

5
r

o 2 g

W

-~

PR TF e Y Tt
~

’

i

opened to communicate with Nova Scotia than auy’ yet gere.
vally pusved, But whilst the American part of this under.
takiog has been completed these three years, all remains in statw ;
o on the ©anadiap side. . ~
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Mr. Ogden could not perceive how, danger of, 1cegveniepce, .
could follow the adoption of hismotion. It was thie duty ofa.
spegial committee, to,examune the contents of petitions referred_
to them and report thereon, and his, object at preseit was to en~'
able the committee to- report 1n such a,manner as they, thought,,
expedient ; if ,fayourable to, the petition, perhaps by apallyitto
the contrary,that they, nught be enabled to say there was-wo oes,
cessity for,,the market prayed, for, or thathis pefition, ought '
uatte.be gragted.. L'he petrtion having beeo. recetved, someg,.
thiog must he dene with 1t ; but, 1 referred to,a, committeg, 10
the mavoer.be had proposed, the house were'nota{all bolwd, by,
its 1eport, . whatever shape it might assume, any*more, than ;it
was,by haying.allowed, the petitionto be recived. .- Mho quds;,
tian put from, the chaxr, whether a penition shonid or, shoyld ot
berecgived, 1s not to obtaiu the opinion of members as to grapt:
tivg ot refusing the application, but to ascertain theré,is nothiag:
dissespectfulin the.paper.: Mr. Q. expressed bis uowjllingoess,
upop, the mere ipse diz:it of any hovoursble member, that, lis,
own motion was conrary, to rule, to withdraw.it, as he shoyld.
xather wish to,see therale. , He agked where, would; be,the in.’
coavenience if the commitiee reported a Ml to exect a [matket
as prayed,for 7 Is this. housé, or, a single, member, bound, to be,
of the same opipion? Not: a} allL.%,, If {the compmittee,.shonld,
be, adverse tojthe petition, my mption, said Mr. 0., by the intro-,
daction of the words, .« or, otherwise,” epabled them to say go,
agd. I repeat that geotleman ought to,shew me that this is cop-
trary to tulesjand precedents rather. than assertit to be, soopy,
As they have pot doae so, \altho? I, do not, consider;it of any:
great consequence in what maouoer the petition is referred, to.a.
commpmittes, ); I do not feel,disposed.to retract agy, part of my
motion. ASAY
Mr. Stuasrtsaid -, The, question involved in the petition .is
ane so completely new, that at first [ was lnclined to-voteagaios,-
its, bejog reccived. The object of the petition is to obtain
Ieave to establish whatat presest.is unknown inthis couotry,
\iz. a private market. I do ot mean to say, that the measare’
may, uot be a wise one, a, very wise ong, but it ia a propositon
altogether. novel, and is opg, tho’, 1 haye oot considered the
sybject particalarly, that, at first blush, .am disposed to vote a
gawst, The peutioner comuences by assuring, the, hoyse that

% This is.true in theabstract; bat we all know, what effect
papers ready drawn, have upon any meeting. A bill ready;
{gay;u, and Iaig before the housg would be einch more likely; to
receive immediate concurrence without mature, examination,
than, i, after, a repoxt is given in, a bill has to,be prepared, by
?higgé time for reflection, sud apportuvity for discussion, ok
O . R , ire Ve
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he has fothing more at Leart than the prosperrty of ihe city of
Mootieal, and that it 15 very much in want of a market at that
spot mhere he possesses some land It may be, aod 1 dare say
B ilisso; but 1 object to the mode in which the pettioner propo-
) sesto remedy “the itconvenience. After trying our credence*
Et adto hisauxiety to promote the pubhic wellare, the petitiooer
- praysthathemay be permitted toestablisha market? A public mar-
y k1?7 No. Itisthat he may be permitted to open a private market,
to crect a matket house, and bmid stalls, &c. but the whole to
yemawn_for ever hus property. 11, sir, this were ap ordinary ap-
vhicadon, I should uot object to the wording of the motion, “by
bili or otherwfse,” but betore coming to the ulterior point as fo
thig-niarket; 1-am anXious io decide the new principle proposed
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*;‘;f iu the petition, viz. the establishment of prwate warkets., It
Se may be a good measure, but it is 'altogether a novelty in this
¥ couutry ; tor we only know of pubhe markets, | T'hose at Que-
t bec, Montreal; and I'hree Rivers, are all public markets, and

I must iive séme conmderation to the expediency of ereclitg
prniva'e oars; before | consent to the messure. 'The premises
and cobclusion ‘of this position differ very materially. From
the premises’ 1'expected the anxiety ‘of the petitioner to bepe-
It v ootreal, was so great, that he iutended to make a prezent ot
the ground to the corporation or town of Montreal, upon con-
ditien that an act to establish a public market should be obtain-
/ and ¢arried into effect; but the conclusion is widely different.
1 do not say the motion before the diouse is contrary to rule,
/ but,’the petition being a:novelty, it ought pot to be granted of
cowr se, and 1 shotl therefore move, in amendment, that the words,
< by bill or othex wise” bestruck out' of the said motion.
After some firther conversation the motion as amended, pass-
ed nemn. con
On ‘f'uesday the 14th, _After some preliminary business, a-
moog which~ w85 the presentation by Mr. Cuvillier of the re-
port of the commiesioners of the La Chioe canal, the house
proceeded to the order of the day on the motion of Mr. Tas.
chereau to chanze the quoaum, by reducing it from 26 to 5.
The house resolved'itself mto a comnattee of the whole to con-
B sider of the subject; Mr. Clouet was called to the chair, and
the question upon the motion beiog put, Mr. Lows Lagueux,
afler a few preparatory remarks, proposed the number 19 a5 an
amendment. -
I'hese propositions occasioned a short but animated debate
io which Mecsieurs Blanchet Cuwillier, Oldbam, Iascherean,
and Bourdeges, took part. Upon motion of Mr. Bourdages,
that the chairman de leave the chair, report progress, &c. the
committee divided. Yeas, 23, Nays, 5. Leave was given to

-# | think I should have said © taxing ou; credulity.”

R

[HIF R

=
~

T Yeren
~

AT Y
"

—




333

the commiltee to sit again on Tuesday the 21st, and the hotez
adjourned. .

« Weduesday, the 15th Jaonary. Mr. Tascherean moved
for leave to briog in a bill to renew, for a limited time, the act
of the 57th of His late Majesty to facilitate the administration
of justice in certain small matters therein mentioned w the coun-
try-parishes * .

Mr. T'aschereau moved that a bill to contigue the act for the
trial of small camses in.coustry-parishes by commissioners, a-
bout to expire, be introduced. .

The introduction of this bill was opposcd, and the arguments
urged were; the notorious-abuses-that had.crept into.its prac-
tical application~the htigious disposition wiuch it tended to
create amobgst a peaceable peasantry—-the room for extortion
by bailiffs and others, which 1t afforded ; a bailff was the per-
son who incited to prosecation, aud plamly because he was to
veap advantage—the unfit persons which had been appowted,
aod which oo foresight, could prevent fiom being appomted—
the general iznorance of law-—aod fisally the general principles
of thebillitself.  Ou the other hand, those who were for its
introduction maintained, that the principle of the bill wasgood—
that no specification of abuse was given, and broad assertions
ought not t¢ be listened to—that it had been of essential relief
to the poor; a labourer, it,was said, had a debt of one or two
dollars, the cost, by loss of Iabour, and travellng to a court of
justice would amount to as much as his debt, aud he preferred
losing, and 1o most cases, did lose,the sum, which was of essen-
tial value to him—it protected the poor agamst the wealihy
and vicious~-that the objections were by no means such .as to
warraut the rejection of the bill eatirely—that it was capable
of amendment, and, if it had been productive of abuses, they
might be temoved-==that; even-if-the bill-were incapabla-of g-
mendmeat, they coald not wish to see it done away with entire.
ly, but that it was essential to supply it with some other, and
that prdvision should be made to give justice to all. and pre-
tect the poor and ignorant man from extortion and oppression—
that the cases coming uader the cognizance of the commission-
ers were all of the same vature, aud of the plainest kind, and
on which every man of very common intelligence and integrity,
could oot fail to decide justly——and that parlismentary usage
required that a bill for renewing an act, ¢hould proceed to its
proper stage for discussion, .

Upon a division there were, nays-13, yeas 14: the bill was
read-a first time, aod ordered for a second reading on Saturday

{ollowing.
[To be continued.}
In aletter relative to Baukiog lustitutions in Caoads, publith-
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ef mthe beginning of Iast year, under the pame of Mavrice
M ask,* it 15 sad t

# Phat banking-estabhshments may be rendered eminently
useful fu all commercial countries, wlien under proper manage-
ment, and sufficiently under the survallance of the mercantile
anterest and of the government, not to he able to dictate to ei«
ther, can ot be demed, whilst oa tiie other haud they may, if
conducted on contrary principles, be produciive of inealenla-
ble evil, and hecome,what [ thiuk I shull-succed io proving ours:
to be, both in law aud 1a fact, comnon.and public nuisances.”

¢ {'he mam objection is to the.wery essence of:them,that is,
to the associstion ofs a vuwmber.ofimercantilesindividuals:for the
purpose of monopohzing.ail the mogey, and exchange pusiness
of the country, and controuling the whole remainder:of the
tradmg-commanity. ¢ Reform it altogether,’ is the only: way.
Put the lawsino execotion 'for thei: suppression, aod hold out
encouragement for individuals; or partaerships-of ‘from two to
S1X peisons, (to which oumber-the British laws have wisely re-
stmcted all private bankiog-societies;) to establish baunks upon
the same' principles as the country-bankers ip England, and: pri-
vate bankers in London.” ' '

These observations are fully exemplified'by the iojurious

consequences that have epsued to the-public, both in Lower and
ig Upper Capada from the ‘establishment of. tlic various bub-
bles or schemes that:have Been denominated bauks, and some
of which the government'hsve (in-my opioion ‘most: injudi-
ciously aud impuliticly) sanctioned by grasting them acts of
jacorporation. Butin no;instance has the evil.been carifed to
a greater height, or ils effects been more serfously-felt: than at
Kingstoa. The pretended bauk: there, {as it is now justly.term-
ed ip the official advertisements relative to it,) having stopped
paymeat after-littde more thantwo-years of “ricKetly existence,
it was deemed necessary to make:sowe legislative provision far
yemedyiog the evils arisiog’to society, and preventing or dimin-
ishing the loss to 1ndividuals, by the miscorduct and fraud of
aue or more of the principal parties: concerned : - for it: was
discovered that aisum of nearly £6000—had been embezzled.
and could.pot be accounted for. From.all I.can collect; the
#* The editor of the Free Press: daes.not now .hesitateto a-
vow himself a3 the writer of the above pamphlet. -1t was writ-
ten aod published at the time he was in prison at Moatreal, a
peviod which he always alludesto with.pride ; but.not. haviog
been printed under his own superintendauce, 1t has many
errors of the press, some of them of a very ine?cusable pa-
ture, He hes a few copies on.sale, cgrrected with the pen,
which may be had at the Scribbler and-¥ree Pxess oflice, Mon-
ireal, prite 2s;-6¢,

< a
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presidént ‘of the association, one Benjamin Whitney,-appears
to have beeo the chief, if not the sole,crimival: yet, like all oth-
ér men in these provinces who ‘bave acquired a certain rank
and stativn by 'weslth or favouritism, and who have: beeu guilty
of what meaner rogues would swing for, he remaios at Jarge,
uoproseciited, though not utiaceused, uopuaished thouszh not
undéspised, Xt has been‘proved that be obtained by a fraudu-
Jent and false representation,’ £8000—of ‘the 'Kingston® bank
potes from' the bank of Canadain Mountreal, of whichihe took
£2000--to his dwn use, and, 'at'a meeting of directors held for
the purpose'of enquiring ioto ns-conduct, it seems that he' de-
fied' them, and took advantage of the'£6000 being stlll in bis pos-
dextion 18" make it a condition of *its restitution) that they should
cancel'the security he had givea'to tlie association for the cash-

ier, {on whonyhe;wished to Iy all‘the blame of-the ‘defalca-'

tion;) to this shameful proposal, ‘it appears, ‘the * directors ac-
ceded, 'and-instead of causing him to be apprebended as a felon,
as they ought to have done, were ‘themselves guilty of com-
pouunding felony. ‘But the “proceedings of that meeling have
been'bushed up; ‘well 'they ‘may .“they are disgraceful to all
arties.’ ) : :

d Previously to entering into a’ discussion of the -inconsistent
and unintelligible bill that has passed:the legislature of Upper
Canada for'tegilating and liquidatiog the concerns of this -pre-
t¢nded bauk, it'may'be tight'to -take a-view of 'some ofthe in-
trigues by’ which its intrgtfuction* was ‘preceded.

Oue of ‘thé ditéctors, C.'A: Hagerman, Esq.-who has played
the most copspicuofis'fidrt ‘o' the ‘occasion, 20d who joios to a
greatainbition of*moddpolizifg all ffices and public-situations
withio"his® redch, an ‘equally “large ' proportion of aoxiety to
cutty’ favouswith those he considers as'great men,’ and able to
further his*vifws ;“upon the-iffairsof'the baak: becomiog, as st
were; desperate, seéms to Wave had'an ‘udderstanding with the
hon. George H. 'Matklaiid}'the present’presiding commissioner,
to”get” him “aud “his* reldtions *appoiuted ~as managers of the
“whole concern, frequently throwing duthints' to the “directors,
#nd‘finally proposiog ‘it at a'full board, “The proposition was
‘explicitly. and ifimedidtely negatived. '-But’Mr.’ Hagerman
“Was a member of parkiament,;-and we'find the same jodividuals,
“whom h¥'then proposed are all three; the present commissiogers.

(To b continued.)

! It is with great ‘satisfaction I have perceived in'the Niagara
Gleaner of the 12th instant, that &'plan: has been' formed for
coonecting the navigation of Lakes Erie and Oatario by a wa-
ter commupication from the Grand River to the Chippewa, and
from the Chippews to whatis called T'welve Mile Creek; aud
notice has been givea of aniotention to petition the legislature
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for en act of incorporation of a company, with permission to
taise £25 000 for opening the Canal:

"That public-spirited jndividuals should, project aod under-
take stinzlar enterprizes, is highly desirable ; and they ought not
10 be discouraged by the reflection that they can be productive
of comparatively very small ben. fi , as loog as the miserably
short-sighted policy is adopted at home, and re-echoed here,
by which the transit of American produce thro’ the Cavadas is
trammelled, discouraged, and even prohibited 5 for it is impos-
sible but the time must come when coaviction will be brought
home at last even to the imbecile plaoners and promoters of
such unwise restrictions, that to mpose the shightest duty,” (un-
1ess for the sole purpose of rawsing a necessary revenue, whick
can not othernase be rmsed,) upon any knd of American pro
duce, coming in any way wlo these provinces, is a political folly

of the most absurd description.
L. L. AL

The Free Press is published every Thursday in Montreal,
price 6d. per No,or 55, 6 d. per quarter, or 22 s. per anoum,
payable quarterly s advarce. Subscribers who do not reside
jn Montreal, have to pay an additional price, adequate~to
the expense of conveyance.

Orders for the Free Press to be addressed to No, 4 St.
Jean Bapiiste Street, Montreal. and Communications addressed
to the editor, L, L. MaccuLron, may be left there or at the
post-office, Moutreal; or forwarded (post paid) to the pro-
prietor, Mr. S. H. Wilcocke, Burliogton Vermont,

Gentlemen tn the various country-places to whom the Free
Press has been scnt upon trial, and who have not returned f to
the post officc Montreal, as requested in case of disapprobation,

_mnll please to observe that they are now become chargeable with
an enlire years subscriplion, to those to whom it ﬁiz%’been sent

from the beginming, and to others in proportion. .

N. B. Tt/srespectfully, but firimly, submitted to their con-
sideration, that those who have so recewedthe paper, without re-
turning or ohjccling to ity and who may decline either to pay

Jorat, or to returnz the numb:rs in good condition, when applicd
2o, will be exposed by name m_a BLACK LIST, along with
gtlhecr defaulters, according to the system adopted tn the Serib-

T, .

Pmiveas, on the militia-muster. is better adapted for the
Scribbler, and will appear there.

[PRINKED AT BURLINGTON, VERMONT. }



