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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

AUGUST, 1868.

We are compelled to leave over a large
amount of matter, including a letter from
«J. F.”, and other coummunications.
great part of these came to hand very late,
and as the discussion on patronage in the
Church of Scotland is of great umportance,
we have given it almost in full,

E have now before us the
return to an address of the
Legislative  Assembly of
Ontario, ¢iving a detailed
statement of the annual re-
ccipts and expenditure of
Toronto  VUniversity and
University College from the
Ist January, 1361, to the

3 30th June. 1567. This,
together with the report of the commis-
sioners appointed in 1561-2 to enqaire jo-

to the management of the Uaiversity en- |

dowment, laye bare the financial history of
these Institutions since the passing of the
Hincks’ Act of 1833. These documents
we have studied with much care, and now
submit for the information of our readers
a few of many startling items which they

contain. During our perasal of these, Job’s

A .

tend of any year, sfter defraying the expen-
: ses payable out of the sawme. shall consti-
tute a Fund 1o be from time to time ap-
, propriated by Parliament for Academic
Education in Upper Canada,” and the
principal parties to the framing and pass-
" 1ing of this Act have declared that this was
intended to be a provision for the other
" Colleges, as is also indicated by the pre-
amble and whole tone of the Act. Now
this sum of 822,000 has never been hand-
¢d over to Parliament to be applied in
terms of this express enactment, but lies
(according to his_own acknowledgment)
in the coffers of the Bursar. In 1857 anew
feature appears—the cxpenditure exceeds
the income by §785. This state of things
is remedicd to a slight extent in 1858,
when a saving of §347 for the Surplus In-
come Fund is effected. In 1859 really com-
- mences. what from that time became the
standing practice, an excess of expenditure
over income ; and by June, 1866 —a period

. of only seven and a balf years, these annuel

+ the enormous sum of $70,215.

sage remark often snggested itself: “ Qh! .

that mine adversary had written a book,”
With equal shrewdnessmight he have add-
ed: “Oh!that he had published statis-

ties.” or rather that statistics had been ex- -

torted from him. *Facts arc stubborn
chiels,” so are fizures—and in the present

and wastefulness of a once princely en-
dowment. During the years 1853-54-55
and 56 a surplas of incone over expendi-
tures, amountine to nearly §28.000, had
accumnlated. of which 825624 accrued
during the first twa years. Clause 54 of
the University Act, which reads as follows.
makes provisien for the disposal of such
surplusage  * Anyv surplus of the said

defici ‘nces of revenue had accumulated to
Take six
of these years as a specimen, (we omit the

! cents.)

ISCONE. RXPENDITURE, EXCrSS.
1559, . 851555 ST0l5h $18560.
1860 . 53373, 3153 7.
101 . 49UiR. 39133, 11057,
183.. 36011 513! 9902.
193 | 45807 L2440 7133.
1361 . 45463, 32058 §500.

(What a fall from $66.577 in 18534.)

;  This excess of cxpenditure over income
instance they tell sad tales of extravagance -

to the cxtent of nearly §10,000 every vear
on an average. having become systeaatic
and chronic, at last alarmed the author-
itics, so that in the winter of 1865-66.
orders in council were passed setting the
University people on a fixed and stated a'-
lowance.  Where an innate sense of
decency and propriety was found to be
wanting, the strong amm of Governmental
interference had to be put forth. ¢ The

University Tneeme Fand remaining at the 1 whole salary (we quete the words of the
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return) of the Professor of Meteorology is
to be charged to the Observatory Grant.
The salary of the Professor of Auriculture
was reduced to $400 per anoum. The
Professorship of Modern Lunguages was
abolished. ‘The appointment of two lec-
turers in French and German is author-
ized.”
tion of reforms advocated by Dr. Couk.
then Principal of Queen’s College, betore
the Parliamentary Committee of 1360.
The University and College. together with

All these changes are in the direc- :

the Bursar's office, are now limited to an !
appropriation out of the General lncome

Fund of 843,000. cxclusive of fees.
ing the year ending Junc 30th, 1867
when the new system had fairly come into
operation, they exceeded this appropriation
by over 81.500. and doubtless two or three
years will clapse before they can reconcile
themselves to the new order of affairs for the
spendthrift cannot easily accommodate ex-
travagant habits to she-tened commons.
But from what source is this deficicuey
of 81,500 to be made up? We are nut
informed. The return merely states that

« directions are given for the guidance of |

the Bursar in case of a deficiency of avail-
able income to miect the expenditure
of any year.” The Return for Upper
Canada College is more explicit on this
point. That smaller Institution had fol-
lowed the example of estravagance st by
the larger iostitution, as the small boat
follows in the wake of the ship. Hence it
also had to be set on an allowance ; and if
this allowance is exceeded in any year,
“ pro rata deductions fromn the salaries are
to be made.” Is this to be the modus
operandi for meeting an adverse balance
in the accounts of the University and Uni-
versity College?  Perhaps a delicate con-
sideration for the reduced circumstances of
those who once lorded it haughtily dic-
tated the omisston from the return of the
larger institutions, or it may not have been
inserted for the same reason that, while
you snub a little boy, you must say naught
to abig boy for a like offence. Before
passing from the subject of annual deficien-
cies of revenue, we may express our curi-
osity to know how the autherities at Tor-
onto propose to deal with the aggregate of
balances against income amounting to over
$70,000 alrcady referred to. Will they
take these (say nothing of interest accruing
on them since they arose during successive
years) out of the Permanent i?und, and
thereby curtail the Income Fund in all
time coming to the estent of $4,200 per

Dur- '
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annum 2 Or will they gradually lquidate
these past bulances out of the savings that
may annually be realized from the differ-
ence between the Full Tncome Fund and
the appropriation of $45.000.  This they
cannot do legally, as such savings, by
Clause 54 of' the Act. go to form the Sur-
plus Income Fund. But. nevertheless,
(for why talk of law to persous that have
put themselves above all law ?) they appent
to have devoted to this very purpose the
surplus of” $4,4350 that thus accrued dur-
in2 1867 —thereby reducing the debt from
ST10.215 to §65,785. :

The expenses connected with the Bur-
sar’'s office, which managed the finances of
the University, University College, and
Upper Canada  College. from  Junuary.
1361, to June. 1366. a period of five and a
half years, amounted to SH.356. of this
sum 39.869 were borne by the Upput
Canada College. leaving 334,717, being an
average of 36.312 per annum. as the pro-
portion chargeable to the Uaiversity and
Colleze. By one of the recent orders i
Council, already referred to, these exper-
ses have been limited to $4.000, of whick
Upper Canada  Colleze shall bear one-
fourth, and the University Fund thre-
fourths. Z.e. $3,000 per annum, less than
one-halt’ of what was formerly expended.
The question arises, is this sum sufficient ?
Can the office be cfficicutly managed on
this amount? Let us turn for an answer
to the accounts for the year, ending Junc.
1867. What do we find the charges of the
Bursar's office to have been for that year?
83,978, of which Upper Canada College
was charged with §994, and $2,93% a~
signed as the quota to be bome by the
University and College: thus demonstrat.
ing that the appropriation made by the
Order in Council was amply sufficient for
all necessary purposes; and thus a saving
of not less than §3,300 a year has been of-
fected in this one department, without -
pairing the cfficiency of the management
Had that order been passed thirteen years
previously, the Endowment in thisone item
of expense, would have been richer by over
§50,000, a sum, the interest on whick
would suffice to meet all the expeanses o
the office at the rate now fixed.

Our rcaders are already aware that
§360,000 were expended in the crection of
a costly pile of buildings, an expenditure
both unnecessary and illegal.  Uunneccessary
because the University and College already
had a substantial structure erected espec:
ially fortheir usc a few years previously, at
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a cost of $55,000. Illegal, because in di-
rect contravention of the terms of the Act
of 1853. And what do the Commissioners
say of these new buildings? * Comfort
and utility have, it is feared, been less
studied than appearance and deceration;
and cven now (in 1862), when the nuwber
of students is far smaller than in this
growing country may reasonably be ex-
pected to assemble within its walls, com-
plaiats are wmade that the accommodation
afforded to University College is limited.”
We draw attention to this matter now, no

235

“entries in the items of expenditure for

e e ——— e —

Bursar's office, salaries, servants’ wages,
library, muscum, insurance, gas, wator,
fuel, stationery, printing, advertising, prizes,
grounds, repairs, and tases, we fird in-
variably the item ¢ incidentals,” 'These
incidentals, during the six and a half years
estending from January, 1861, to June.
1867, make up a total of $10,851. In the
name 0° Joseph Hume. what can these

.+ incidentals” mean 2 We thought, in ao.

so much for the purpose of showing that !

this and an equally dllegal expenditure of
$41.305 on the Library and Museum, out
of the Permanent Furd. have curtailed the
aonual income by §24.000, a sum greater
than the argregate of the grants in aid
hitherto made by the Government to all
the other Colleges of the Province; but in
order 1o remark on a larzely increased bur-
den, arising from the elaborate upparatus
employed for heating the buildinz, which
has thereby fallen on the Income Fund.
the item of fuel in this Retwrn amoants
to 812,603. for the six and a half vears ¢x-
tending from Juanuary, 1861, 1o Jane,
1866, thus eptailing an average cost of
neatly 82.000 per annum.  We also find
that an engineer and an assistant-eugincer
(these are the terms used) are maintained
at an expense of S640 to attend to this
heating apparatus.  Thus the heating of
the building costs about 82600 2 vear.
more than half of the Grent heretofure made
to Queen’s College.

We observe that in 1861, the first year

embraced in the Return, there were em-
ployed, besides the two Engiveers. a beadle,
a messenger, and seven male servants (ex-

ing through the entries previous to this,
that we had exhausted cvery possible
source of expenditure. and concluded that
certainly there was kere no room for ** sun-
dries.”  Yet these ¢ Incidentals” which
ApPpeAring every year seems to be an csen-
tial of expenditure, amount to an average
of 81,669 per annum, exactly one-third of
the annual grant hitnerto accorded to
Queen’s College.  But we must spare our
readers in the heat of these dog days. and
touch no further the fermenting mass.
We conc’ude with a few deductions, re-
marking, by the way, that we have been at
pain- to give in our calculations, the aver-
age of several years in succession, s as to
be cundid and impartial, and not select an
item for one year which may happen to be
acendentally large.

1. Had the system of spending so
lurgely in escess of income, begun in 1859,
and maintaioed uotil 1866 with such unva-
rying regularity that it was reduced to a
scttled practice and confirmed habits of ex-
travagance, becn continued for a few vears
longer, the once noble Endowment would
have become so impaired, that University
College would have been forced to do what

" the other Colleges have long had to do—to

clusive of the female servants kept in the

residence,) at a cost of $2,756.

In 1867, |

under the new order of things, the number ' |
* by the lavish expenditure on buildings,

has been reduced to four male servants. and
the expense to §1,550.

Upwards of €15,000. apart from the
wages of the large staff of servants above
mentioned, have been laid out upon the

grounds during the past twelve years, -

mainly (we suppose) for the delectation of
the citizens of Toronto. No wonder that
the (rlobe and the Leader unite in the
chorus: ~Great is Diana of the Lphes-
1ans.”

Since January. 1856. the item of station-
cry and printing (and this apart from ad-
vertising) amounts to the large sum of
$21,821, thusaveraging 21.897 per annum

After baving waded through the several

go, hat in hand, to the Legislature and beg
for an annual supplementary grant

2. The Bursar states that, if the Per-
manent Fund had not been trenched upon

library and musewn (all which any one
who reads the Act of 1853 can plainly see
was n illegal outlay), the Income, when
aij the lands were scld (and in 1862 only
18.310 out of 226,101 acres remained un-
sold), would have amounted to the large
sum of 854,258,  Now if §45 000 is deem-
¢d by the authorities sufficicnt to maintain
efficiently Toronto University and Univer-
sity College. besides meeting all the expen-
ses of management in 1867, surely 1t wos
equally sufficient for these purposes when
the Yrovince was ten sears younger.
Hence if they had remained satisfied with
the original building avd iived within the
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limit nowset to their expenditure, $39,255

f

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

clearly evince a foregone determination

would have been left at the disposal of (which some of the University College-men,

Parliament for distribution among the
other colleges, and this sum is, within a
smull fraction, double the amount which

|

Parliament has hitherto (distributed an- .

nually) among these.

3. On the 8th of February, 1862, the '

Buarsar estimated the future Income, when
all the lands were sold or leased, at $60,258,

since therefore, 345,000 is to be the allow- |

ance assigned for the Bursar's ofiice, the
Toronto University and University Col-
lege, there will remain asurplus of 815,248
annually. How is this to be dispssed of ?

we are assured, have had theindecency to ex-
press) to prevent any surplus accruiog,
with aview to erush out all similar Tostitu-
tions in the Province, and establish a won-
opoly at Toronto.

From an extract of the veport of
Colonial Committec and the draft minute,
which will be found in its proper place.
it is clear that the General Assembly are

" desirous of distributing their grants to the

The Act (as we have seen) provides for the -

disposal of it.

So long as this Act is un-

repealed (and it is still in full force) the
law will place this surplus amount each

year as a sacred trust in the hands of Par-
liament. And what will Parliament do
with it ?
the University Act, already quoted, the silly
declaration of last Session anent the illegal-
ity of any more grants in aid to Collegiate
Institutions is nothing better than waste
paper.

4. We find not a single trace in any
document on which we can lay our hands,

~ able than this.

Until they repeal ciause 54 of |

!

of any instance of private liberality extend-
. to the peopie of Scotland, at whose expense

ed to University College from its origin to
the present day, escept the scholarship
granted by Mr. Johr MacDonuld, late
member for Toronto.  Kverything has
been furnished out of the public funds;
and, if the Income Fund did pot suffice,
the Permanent Fund was not held sacred.
What have the advocates and sapporters of
this Institution donc to evince their zeal,
their love for their favouritc? Contrast
this meanness with the liberal benefactions
made by the friends cf Queen’s College to
the Iostitution of their choiee, a5, ¢. ¢,

colonies, on a plan different from that here-
tofore followed. The principle which the§
wish to establish is, that parties receiving
the services of missionaries shall come
under a guarantee for a certain portion of
their salaries. Nothing can be more reason-
There is too much roon.
to fear that the unconditional character of
the Colonial Committee’s grants in past
years has, in many instances, neutralized
the supposed advantages. Thus. in the
absence of a healthy stimulus to Christian
effort, the cnergies of those receiving the
aratuitous services of missionaries have
been paralyzed—that thus the interests of
religion have been hindered rather than
advanced, and that injustice has been done

at least onc hundred missionaries have
come to Canada during the last 43 years.
Although ihe Colonial Committee scnt none
until 1837, it is well known that the
Glasgow Society began so early as 1325, to
<cnd out missionaries to the colonies in
British North America. Itis impossible
indeed to estimate the amount of influence
which this Society exerted on the future of
Presbyterianism in Canada. That the
men whom they sent ont were of the right

+ stemp, we have but to mention the names

several valuable scholarships founded, and .

4,000 volumes presented to the library
within the past four years.

5. Can any motive be found for ail
this wasteful expenditure ?  Yes, without
looking far, without any breach of charity.

The not paying over to Parliament for the

benefit of kindred Institutions the sums

that accumulated to the credit of the Sur-

plus Income Fund during the years 1853
and 1854, the wanton and outrageous ex-
travagance that has prevailed in every de-

partment, showing that ingepuity must

bave becn tased to the utmost to find ways

and means of crippling the Permanent '

Fund so as to diminish the Income to the

of such as Principal Campbell, now of
Aberdeen, Dr. Romanes, Dr. Muir, of
Georgetown ; Mr. Tawse, of King, Mr.
Montgomery Walker. now in Scotland; or.
to recall from the list of those who have
ceased from their labours such names as
Matthew Miller, George Galloway, Walter
Roach, and many other devoted mission-
aries.

We see no practical difficulty. and hope
that our Presbyteries will sce none, 1In
meeting the Colunial Committee on their
own terms, aad in complying nct only with
the spirit but with the letter of the sugges-
tions embodied in the draft minute. The

' just expectations of a Presbytery may at
sige of their own ordinary waats, these '

times be disappointed—here and there may
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be found a congregation, or the nucleus of | dence. We feel sure that if our com-
a congregation, professing attachment to |

uie Church of Scotland, yet altogether dis-
inclined to contribute even a small portion
of a missiopary’s salary; but such will be
exceptional eases to whom the Presbytery
may say *‘ deceive us onee, it is your fault ;
but if you deccive us a second time it will
be our own fault.”

cordiale seems to have been established be-

mittee give themselves carnestly to the work
entrusted to them—uninfluenced by fear,
favour, or affection—with a determination
that our trans-atlantic benefactors shall
know the truth, the whole truth, and

. nothing but the truth, and we may add
. that we have every confidence in the wis-

. dom and prudence of the Synod’s Com-
We are glad to observe that the entente

tween the Colonial Committee and the :
Canadian Synod’s Committee of correspon- .

 results.

mittce—then may we espect the best
The Church of Scotland will be
encouraged in giving. and the Church in
Capada will reap lasting benetit

Lelos of our Ehure).

—

Tne PresavTiey of Greres —TUis reverend
court, which during the last eight years bas
dooe such good service to the Churchia the
way of missionuary extension, and which by the
decision of last Nynod has term:nated 1ts brief
but honourable career, the northern sectivo of
it having been consti‘uted into the new Pres-
bytery of Sangecn, and the southern reunited to
the Presbyeries of Niagara and Hamilion to
form with them a reconstructed Presbyiery of
Hamilton, lield its last meeting in Guelph on
the 1st ult.: Sederunt, Rev Mr. Muir, Mode-
rator, Rev. Messrs Macdonnell, Hogg and Thom,
Miuoisters ; apd Messrs Allan and Rinteul, El-
ders.

Syrad for the purpose of completing unfinished '
Lusiness and winding up the affuirs of the Pres- !

hytery. The congregations merging into the
Presbytery of Hamilton resolved to augment the
balance of funds on hand to $30 towards aid-
ing the new Presbytery of Saugeen in Sustain-
ing the catechist labouring within its bounds,
who had been engaged by the Presbytery of
Guelph, leaving it to the nortuern brethren to
raake up the deficit of 310, the whole being the
usual proportion paid by the Presbytery to-
wards implementing congregational support of
catechists within the bounds,

St. GaBRIEL CHURCA, MONTREAL —It will no
doubt afford gratification to very many tolearn
that the plan of improvements at present carry-
ing cut by the city conncil does not embrace,
as wes at ono time feared, the demoittion of this
venerable edifice, one of the old landmarks of
Protestantism in this couaatry. Wherever one
goes, to the Townships, to the Chateauguay
valley, to Glengary, orto the remotest corner

of the western peninsula, he meets with large !

nombers of Protestants and especialiy Presby-
terians. whose first enjoyment of religious privi-
legesin Canada were reapedin St, Gabriel Street
Church, as it was then called. Standing as it
did on the threshold of the country, and most fa-
milies tarrying for a longer or shorter time in
the town or their way to the seltlements, it was
there the tender recollections of the Sabbath
privileges of their native !2nd were first awa-
kened in the new world, and 80 it ig yet regarg-
ed by them, after the lapse of perhaps haif g
centary, with warm affection.

|
.‘

The meeting was beld by direction of -

FERGUS, UNTARIO. PREIENTATION To A. D
ForbyCk, Esy.—un the 15th of June iast, the
friends of this gentleman, to the number of 152,
presented him with a gold hunting-watch and
chain, valued at 3127 accompanied by a com-
plimentary address 1estifying their personal
attachment tohim and specially their appre-
ciation of his carnest zeal ana indefatigable
devotedness in the cause of the cLurch in that
locality. Mr. Fordyce madea suituble reply, ac-
knowledging the kindaess of the donors. [t is
not often thatspace is demanded in these co-
lumns for items like the foregoing, but when
laymen are found, a3 a few here and there are,
giving largely of their time and energies o for-
warding the interests of the Church, to the best
of their judgment and ability, it is only mee®
that a record of the fact should be made.

HEwMINGFORD 4ND RUSSRLTOWN Frats.—A
wan named Charlie Adams of Havelock.
lately deceased, bas left a cow each toseven
clesgymen of the neighbourhood, snd among
others to Messrs. Masson and Patterson. The
deceased in his lifetime sometimes undertook
in a small way the duties of a parson bimself,
being & Mcthodist local preacher, and the feliow
feeling thus established caused him to remem-
ber in his 1ast will and testament those with
whom be delighted to tako sweet converse in
the time of health.

PRESENTATION OF CuLOURS TO THE
78TH HIGHLANDERS.

At the prescatation of colours to this splen-
did regiment, which took place in Montreal late-
15, the Rev. . Fraser, Presbyterian Chaplain,
offered the following prayer:—

Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed
he thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth asi. 18 in Heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive usour debts
as we fargive our debtors, And lead us not into
temaptation, but deliver us from evil  for thine
is the hingdom, and tbe power, anA the glory,
for ever.—Amen.

Almighty and most merciful Father, without
whom nothiag is strong, nothing is holy, we
come before thee in 2 d »p senss of thine ex-
ceeding Majesty and our own unworthiness,
prayiog thee to sbed upon ug the light of thy

£
1
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countenance, and to hallow and sanctify the
wark in which e ere this day engaged. Oh
thou who &rt the Lord of hattles and the sove-
reign Ruler of the nations, who of thy good
pleasure raigeth up one and casteth down ano-
ther, we beseech thee to mecompany with thy
blessing the presentation to this regiment of
thege colours, which are henceforth 10 be carri-
¢d in ite ranks ; and in thy great name, with alt
lowliness and humility of spirit, we presume 1o
conseerate the same fo the cause of peace aad
bappiness, of truth and justice, religion and
piety. Most merciful God, alune giver of all
victories, we render Thee most hearty thanks for
Thy goodness and sparing mercy to this regi-
ment in times past.  We thank Thee that Thou
hagt made thern conrageouns in batle and faith-
ful to their Queen and country in scenes of biood
and death. And we most earnestly pray that Thy
blegsing may evergo with them, and s they bave
been in the past, sowmay conlinueto be in the fu.
wore, the honoured inustruments jn Thy Provi-
dence for the conserving uf the peace,the honour,
and tke liberty of our beloved land. Almighty
God, we humbly pray that the time may soon
come when sounds of war will cease in the
world—when all nations shall become the
peaceful subjects of King Emanuel; but inas

i

i

i

much as our lot is cast in troublous tiines, and -

1o our mortal vision that blessed consummntion

seems far distant. we beseech thee <o to arder

the course of events that these colours shall he
unfurled in the face of an encwy only for a
righteous cause, and in that dark hoar of rial
and death may stainand disgrace fall upon them
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stinic  everlasting joy and fecility ; through
Jesus Christ our Lord~—Amen. The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,and
we communion of the Holy Ghosy, be with ug sl
evermore—Amen.

Lady Wyndham thea stepped forward, aad
in a clear voice, though v ith sowe nervousness,
gracefully preseoted the ¢olours, with the fol-
towing addsess i

It is with much pleasure I present you these
colours in the nawie of her Majesty. Preserve
them as you ever have donein hoaour and
glory, apd when called upon to bear them be-
fure the enemy, which day is, { hope, far distant,
muy you fight under these bauners as victoriguss
Iy as heretofore.  Wherever duty calls you tbe
good wishes of your country-women wiil follow-
the officers, non-comuwissioned officers and men
of the galiant 75tk Ross-shire Highlanders

Reront or Messiaxany Lasouss oF THE REv.
Jaues M'Corn v Priver Eowanp fsisxv
Froy OcTuser 25, 1867, to May 1868.

Y arrived in Prince Edward Island on the 25th
day of Uctuber, 1867, On the 2Tih, 1 preached
at Belfust, sad on the following Sabbath, the
3rd of November, the Rev, A, McLean of Bel-
fest, went with me to Murray Harbour Road
Church, where he preached a Gaelic sermon,
aud I preached in Gaelic and English,  Since
that period § have bern labouring in the Mis-
sionnry field appointed me by the Presbyterye
preaching on Sabbath days, visiting the people

. in their houses, and preaching once aud some-

pever; but being borne aloft as emblems of -

loyalty sud truth, may the brave who gather
srousd them go forward conguering for the

right, and maintsining, a3 becomes them, the .
honour of the British Crown, the purity of

our most holy faith, the mnjesty of our laws,
and the influence of our free ard happy Cons-
titution. Finally, we pray that thyservants here
present, not forgetful of thine exceeding wer-
cies, vouchsafed to them ip times generally, and

all the forces of our Sovereign Lndy the Queen, *
wherever stationed, mey labour through Thy
grace, to maintain a conscience void of offence

towsrds Thee and towards man,alwaygs remem-
berisg that both soldier znd civilian have to
render the same account at the lest great
dey of judgment; and to meet dearh, let it
come in what form it may, who has made his
peace with God throngh theblood of the atone~
ment. Hear us, O God, for the sake of Thy be-
loved Son, our only Mediator and Saviour, to
whom with Thee, the Father, and with the Holy
Spirit, be all bopour and glory, world without
end.—Amen.

O Lord onr Hesveply Father, bigh and
mighty, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, the only
raler of Princes, who dost from thy throne be~
hold all the dwellers upon earth: most hear-
tily we beseech thee with thy favour 10 behold
our ¥ost Gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen Vic-
toria; apd s0 replenish ber with the grace of
thy Holy Spirit, that she may alwaye incline to
thy will and walk i thy way. Endue ber plen.

tecously with heavenly gifts: grant her in |

heslth avd wealth loag to live, sirengthen her
that ghe may vanqguish and overcome sil her

times (wice during the week.

The ficld of my labours extends over a large
district—about ninety miles in length, from
Murray River towards the east end of the isiand,
10 Lot 16 toward the west.  But to visit «i} the
stations at which I preach, the distunce reguired
1o be travelled 5z above two hundred miles.
The number of statiens at which 1 regularly
preach is fiffeen, but since wy arrival in tbe
isiand 1have preached at twenty-three different
places.

The late Rev. Donald Macdonald whe col-
Tected all these congregations, came 1o the
istand about thirty-seven years ago. At that

+ time and for some years afterwards, he uad po

church or regular place of worship, but preach-
ed in brrus or the open air in shmmer, and in
dwelling bouses in winter. Now there are fif-
teen churcbes, some of them well finished, and
qute comforizble in Wianter or summer. All
these churches were built by the people uvndee
Mr. Macdonald's minisiry, without any assist-
apce from the Chureh in Scouand or here.

Mr. Macdonsld, so far as 1 can wnderstand,
kept no communion roll, buy fram inquiries L
have made, 1 koow the numberof communicants
must bave amounted 10 about 1,400, and that
of adherents to more than &,000,

Although the stations at which I preach are
g0 far apart, I bave experienced no difficulty in
visiting them all, The people are ready at all
times to drive me {rom one station 10 another.

The congregations are composed principally
of Highlanders and Lowland Scoteh,who always
belonged to the Church of Scotland : but some
others joined the Church from almost ¢very re-
ligious denomination in this part of the world

enemics ; and finally, after this life, she may ' Some of these make very good church members.



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

but others since 3fr. Macdonald's death have en-
deaveured to cause divisions among the con-
gregations by trying to make the people believe
that Mr. Macdonald long ago had left the
Church of Scotland.  This Mr. Macdonald him-
seifanticipated, and come time ago told several
of his elders that some from umong themselves
would give them o great deal of trouble after
his deats. He mentioned the names of some
ihat would cause this trouble. and it is remarka-
ble that these ne then mentioned are the very
men who are now trying to muke divisions in
the Church. From Mr. Macdonald's great at-
fachmentto the Church of Scotland, this caused
him a great deal of uneasiness during the last
years of his li%, and he took every precaution
to prevent it, particularly he laft the Churches
under the manngement of Trustees that must be
members of the Church of Scotland, and ia the
deeds of the Churches, it is provided that his
successor must be a Minister of the Church of
Scotland, clected by at least two thirds of the
male beads of familics, being communicants.

It gives me great pleasure to be able to stato
that so very few have joined those who have
left the Church. From the largest congrega-
tion, that at Murray Harbour Roud, none at all
joined them, and only two individuals from the
copgregation at DeSable, the aext in size, and
from a good mang of the smaller congregations
none at all joined them. I have good hopes
that some who are inclived to follow the men
who have caused these divisions in the Chureh,
will soon return to the communion of that
Church in which they reaped so much benefit,
under the teaching of their Iate Minister.

In some of the congregations collectors have
been appointed to receive contributions for mj
salary ; and some of the elders have ssid to me
that the people are both able and willing to
support a minister, and 1hat they will endeavour
to selieve the Colonial Committee of all ex.
penses in providing the service of a minister
among therm.

Jaues McCort.

After posting the letter I sent you to-day, I
remembered that I bad forgotien to state one
fact which shews that the people who atiended
the varions churches in which Mr. Macdonald
officiated, are willing to have ordinances admin.
istered among thera by a Minister of the Church
of Scotland. This fact is that I have baptized
104 children among them since I commenced
my labours—You can get this put in the report
where you think it will suit best,

IN MEMORIAM,

It i3 with deep regret we record the decense,
suddenly, ou Friday, the 26thday of J une, 1868,
of Mr. Juseph Moore Ross, merchant of this city,
in bi3 54tk year. For many years Mr. Ross,
has been an exe» plary raember of St. Paul's
Church, and a most efficient officer of the Board
of Trastees, serving it with great faithfulness,
and promoting the gencral interest of the
cburch with a zeal never before cxceeded, and
seldom equalled in her history. Ris prompti-
tude snd punctuality, his arbanity and gentle-
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ness of deportment wou the esieem of all classeg
in the congregation, while his services, long and
gratuitously rendered, were of the greatest value
in promoting the peace and prosperity of the
church.  Decply mysterions as is the decease of
our late friend aud brother, and irreparabla the
loss which it occasions 1o the congregation of
St. Paul's, yet would we bumbly and reverently
acknowledge the Divine hand in thig dispensa .
tion, and bow in subnussion to Him by whose
supreme will it bas been ordered,

Ata meeting of the Board of Trustees of 8t.
Paul's Church, Montreal, of which deceased
was & member, the following rezolutions were
passed :

The Board of Trustees of St. Paul's Chureb,
{with the coneurrence of the Kirk Session,) at
this their first meeting afier the solemn event,
would record their scase of the great loss
which they have sustained}by the sudden death,
on Friday last, the 26th day of June, of their
late treasurer, Joseph Moore Ross.

“For mrny years Mr. Ross has been an
exem rlary memberof St. Paul's Clurel, and
& most efficient officer of this Board, serving it
with great faithfulness, and promoting the
general interests of the Church with a zeal
uever exceeded and seldom equalled in her his-
tory. i3 promptitude and punctuality, lus
utbagity and gentleness of deportment, woa
the csteem of all classes in the congregation ;
while his services, long and gratuitously
rendered, were of the greatest value in pro-
motieg the peace and prosperity of the church,

* Deeply mysterious as is the decesse of our
late friend and;brother, and irreparable the
loss which it occasions to this congregation,
the Board of Trustees would yet bumbly and
reverently acknowledge the Divine siand in this
dispensation, aud bow in submission to Him by
whose supreme will it has been ordered ; pray-
ing also the head of the Church to continue in
the midst of us & suecessioa of faithfal officers,
through whose instrumentality St. Pauls
church may be maintained and advsnced in
cfficiency and usefulness.”

This minute, unanimously adopted, i3 ordered
to be engrossed in the minute book, and a copy
of it forwarded by the secretary to the suryiv-
ing relatives of the deceased, with the assur-
ance of the deep sympatby with them of every
member of this Bonrd, aud of earncst prayeron
their behalf in this trying bereavement.

Given at Montreal, or this thirtisth day of
June, cighteen handred and sixty-sight.

Signed on behaif of the Board,

Joax Raxzix, Chairman, Pro Tum.
A. Maceaerson, Secretary.
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The following is an extract from a funeral
sermon, preached on the death of Mrs. G. Cook,
at St. Louis Gonzague, 21st June, 1868.

# Apd now, brethren, I cannot close my dis-
courseto you without calling your astention to
the solemn circumstances in which we, a con-
gregation of God's professing people, are this
day placed, by the removal from among us of
one who had endeared herself to all and who
will long live in our affectionate remembrance
~her unwearied zeal in the cause of trath, her
benevolent treatmeat of the poor and needy,
her blameless life, her upright corduct, her
honest dislike of anytbing that savoured of
injustice or wrong doing, ber charitable feel.
ings and sentiments towards the imperfections
and infirmities of others, her wise counsel ia
the day of difficulty and trinl, and above all her
sterling consistency which led her to lead a
life of faith on the Son of God—all these and
many other characteristics of the meek and
lowly disciple formed a promineat part of her
history, and demand from us, the survivors, the
tribute of cordial regard for her memory—con-
stituted as we are we cannot but mourn over
this sad bereavement-—nor is a moderate de-
gree of sorrow at all displeasing to Him who
grieves not willingly the children of men nor
without some gracious purpose of mercy—Ra-
chel wept and for a season refused to be com-
forted. Jesns wept at the grave of a departed
friend, and so will we wecp because of the re-
moval of one whose place in the family circle
cannot be filled up, and whose vacant seat in
the house of God may ncver again be so worth-
Hy occupied—for the bereaved and discorpso-
late family let our prayers ascend to heaven's
throne in the belief that He will listen to the
sapplication of His people when they call upon
Him in the time of tronble; let ug who are still
permitted tolive in the enjoyment of many mer-
cies, spiritual and temporal, be more diligent in
our endeavourto seek the Lord and to berecon-
ciled to him through tbe blood of the crosg, so
*hat when we, too, are called apon to depart
from this sublunary abode, we may, like our
deceased neighbour and friend, be prepared to
render an account of our stewardship—for her
death was deprived of its terrors, and the grave
of its gloom~~those who had the privilege ofsur-
rounding her death-bed during thelastfew weeks
of her career onearthcan willingly depose to the
calm and quietdemeanour, herunrufiled comapos.
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ure, and ber assured confidenceas she conversed*
ondeath, judgment andeternity. Onher pasthig-

tory she could look back with solid satiefaction

—in her limited sphere she bad hopefully striv-

en to do her duty, in her day and.generation, to
her God ang to her fellow men. Doubtless in
the snapping asunder of family ties natural

affection would assert its claims ta be heard,

and the near approach of the last messengor

might produce a temporary fesling of disquiet-

ude of spirit, but the brilliant prospect, as she
looked beyond deathand the grave, would dispel
every fecling of anxiety and regrat.

Let the careless and indifferent, the halterer
between two opinicns, and the man who
would put off the conversation of the things
that concern bis eternal peace to a more
convenient season, draw near this bed
of death and let him witness how a Cbris- -
tian can die, let him contrast what he is
there privileged to see cf the value of sound
Christian principle, assured confidence and ever
abiding hope, with the vain and transitory
pleasures in which L. finds enjoyment, and the
end may L- that he will discover that he has
been pursuing & dangerous and if persisted in
fral career, # mark the perfect man,and behold
the upright, for the end of that man is peace.”

And now, my beloved friends and sufferers
from the Lord's hani, let me urge upon you to
seck the benefit of this your season of sorrow
and trial and severe bereavement. All times
and seasons come accompanied with ansieties
and respounsibilities. Tius is an imjortant
season for you; may you have the consolation
of the great Comforter, and may the result of
your trials be increased diligence in the work
of the Lord, and in a growing likeness to his
image. May it appear evident to me that you
have not been stricken in vain, may you be
able tosay froin experience, “itis good for us
that we have been afflicted,” and to exclaim in
the language of the ir.pired penman, “ blessed
is the man whom thon chastenest, O Lord,
and teachest bim out of tby law.’ Amen.

HOME MISSION FUND.

Kingston, por Wm. Ireland, Bsq...... ........ &85 00
North Easthope, per Rev, William Bell.... .., 4).00
Donation from Rev. Wm. Bell, North Easthope 1006
Donmation from Rev. Joba Davidson, Williame-
burgh....... .. ., N 1900

.o¢

$94
JAMES CROIL, Sccretary
Morrisburgh, 16th July, 1S68.
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@orrespondence.

THE ESSAYS ON UNION.
To the Fditor of the Presbyterian.

IR,—Can you inform us when
the Essay question is going '
to he sewtled? It i3 now
more than fifteen months since
they were given in, and yet we
have heard nothing of them.
There must be Zreat indifference
on the part of the judges in this
most interesting matter. And
it is not merely indifference, but it is absolute

injustice to the essayists. Judgment should be
given on such prodactions at the time they are
written, and not months and years afterwards,
when eveuts, which could not possibly be within
the pen of the writers,may arise, which may bias
unfairly the minds of the judges against him.

I presume the successful essayist will not on-
ly get the $200, which [ beheve is lodged with
Mr. Walker of Montreal, but also the interest
thereon, which by this tme must be a consider-
able sum.

U E,

Articles Commanteated.

——

LAYING CORNER STONE OF NEW
CHURCH AT DUNDEE.

As Dundee is somewhat out of the usual -
track for travellers, an invitation for "
Dominion Day was accepted cordially, that -
day having been taken advantage of to lay
the corner stone of the new church in course
of erection by the congregation, under the '
pastoral charge of their excellent mipister -
the Rev. Donald Ross. .

Shortly after eight o'clock in the morn-
ing, the Bonaventure Station began to as- !
sume & busy look, excursionists for differ- .
ent parts of the country assembling to pro-
ceed to their various places of destination. !
A long train had been prepared for their |
reception, the last car of which had been i
specially appropriated for the Masonic fra- |
ternity and their friends proceeding to |
Dundes. The morning had that indefinite |
look which might betoken either a heavy |
rain, or a close hot day, and the gloom of .
the station led to the fecling of fear for the
former, rather than of hope for the latter.
A shriek and the train is off, past the rapid-
ly extending suburbs, and the low swampy
lands which border the track, whizzing b
the Tanneries junction, skirting the base of
the mountain, catching a glimpse of the |
river, now hurrying throuch 2 mass ot foli-
age on each side, now rushing past culti-
vated fields, a rumble through the bridge
at St. Ann's, and we sre off the Island,
more trees with their green and cool foli-
age, glittering streams with rambling
bridges, then a sudden halt not far from
Cotexn-Landing, the camse, a waggon
smashed to atoms while attempting to cross

the track, but no lives lost, horses and
driver having escaped injury, the broken
body, and dismembered wheelsbeing all that
showed where the accident had occurred.
Lancaster was reached by 11:15. Here
flags were flying in all directions, and anex-
temporised grove adorned the streets of the
village, through which the party for Dundee
passed, a walk of a mile under a broiling
sun, with dust flying in bushels, leading to
the wharf. Here the staunch snd well
found steamer ‘ British American” received
her freight, the loud shrieks of a villainously
shrill whistle impatiently yelling to the lag-
ging members of the fraternity, some of
whom came at last panting and heaving in
sight, bearing aloft Masonic insignia, the
weight of which appeared to be almost too
much to bear, with the thermometer out of
sight. The ropes are cast off at last and
the wharf begins to recede, as the walking
beam labouss to drive the paddles, and
gaining an offing, an al fres» meal is
made by those who have had the foresight
to provide. The speed of the vessel gave

i sufficient time to enjoy the sail, and cur-

ious speculations are indulged .n 2s to the
use of a conical pyramid seen rearing its
head on a small island, it being in reality,

{ as we learu, & cairn in homnour of Mr. Car-

micheel, slain in the coatest of 1812, and
vague guesses hazarded as to the employ-
ments of the light-house keepers in a gaily
painted house, net much bigger apparently
than the one in former days put outside of a
caravan, as the town residerce of the won-
derful dwsrf, and out of which a =mall
hand besring u bell used to proceed 2t inter-
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valg, to give the gaping bumpkins the vn-

actually lived and enjoyed his family com- |

forts.
America” into Salmon Rn'er‘ parrow and
winding, with little wmore than water
(nough to allow her to float on its surface.
every turn of the paddles bringing up the
mud in clouds to the top.  Low l)mg flat
land stretched on each ~ide. covered with
aquatic vegetation growing juxuriantly, the
tall rushes. and water wrasses b"lu" in
great profusion. and affording cp]cudxd
f“edmv ground for ducks. of which, in
the proper <easva. immense pumbers con-
grecate here.  Turn after turn of the sad
looking stream appears to bring the pas-
sengers no nezrer their destination, but at
Jast the villase comes in sight end the
steamer pufis leisurely up to the wharf. her
arrival being signalized by the running off
of a team, possibly frightened at the for-
midable ap;x.aram,c of the Masons. The
driver, who is alone. makes a fiying leap.
Japding safely on his feet, and the horses
tear round a corner and dash up a road,
being. as we jearn afterwards, safely caught
som¢ miles off having injured neither
themselves nor the bueey.  The horrors of
the Middle passage are nothing to what
now befel the unfortunate masons. A va-
ricty of instrnunents of torture. knoawn as
Jumber-wagyzouns, were ranged near the wharf
to receive thelr Jive freight.  Across thewe
were placed boards, some covered with
buffaloes. which somewhat broke the shock :
others bare, and which, shuffle as the pas
sengers might, were rourh deal. a deal too
rough for the road 1o be travelled. It was
of the pleasant kind known as corduroy.
intersceted  with Jargce  boulders, zreat
sprawling pine roots, and bridges of an
ancient construciion. which threatened to
give way and land the voyagers in the dry
bed of the streams they crossed.  The dis-
tance was given 25 four miles. but as there
s a large Gaclic population here. they had
added a3 bittock. a word the mcaning of
which every one whe has travelled in the
Hlahlands knows. Along the road, how-
cver, are thriving looking furms, good
crops, and neat farm houses, the catsle
ing giving =bundant cvidemce of
plenty of feed. At lag groups of people
are seen, flags 2re dying. and the strains of
the pipes can be heard, Pipe Major Mac-
Kenzic and Piper Holines of the 7Sth har-
ing come up to do honour to the occasion.
Hearty cheers grested the Montreal visitors,
and the motto “ Welcome to Dandee™ be

A sudden turn brings the “ British

. Queen,” * Douminion D.xy.
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" ing conspicuously placed, was the first tc
duubted assurance that here his dwarfship |

meet the eve. The British flag, Ensigns,
Union Jucks, and in token of fnendehxp,
the Stars and Stripes. blew out gaily in the
breeze. The mottoes, * God Save the
- Success to
the Building,” and in hieroglyphical char-
acters, -+ May the hand of friendship ever be
extended,” were so placed as readily to be
scen as the cavaleade drove up. These

. were all painted by Mr. John Davidson,

farmer, Dundee, the work being such as
would do eredit to an artist by profession.
The old Church, scor to give place to one
of more modern type. is of wood, and was
built during the stormy days of 12738,
under the ministry of the Rer. Duncan
Moudy, a licentizte of the Presbyvtery of
Ayr. who was sent oat by the Colonial
Committee of the Church of Scotland. o
the requisiti n of the Rev. Dr. Mathicson,
the founder of this congregation. as ot =0
muny others in this district, whose ab~ence
was ereatly regretted on  this occasion.
Mr. Moody remained here till his death in
1835, In November. 1359. the Rerv. John
Livingsten, a native of Nova Scotia, was
ordained and inducted to the charge. but
consumption carried him off after onlv nine
months pastorate.  The Rev. John Cam-
cron, al-o a Nova Scotian. succeeded in
1562, hutin 1863 was appuinted to
charge in Seatland. and the present pastor,
the Rev. Donald Hoss, another Nova
Scouan, was inducted in 1566, the pro-
gress of the congreration being very mark-
cd since his induction. Previous to the
arrival of the Montreal visitors, a meeting
of the congrezation and their fricods had
been held at the new charch, at which after
devotional exercises. the Rev. Donald Ress,
who occupied the chair, gave a historieal
sketch of the charge. Those then present
numbering about 60 dined together. the
ladies having provided bountifully for the
occasion. The Masonic bodies represented
were as follow, two of the Awerican
lodges having joined here:

Lodze of Antiquity, R. C.: St George's
Lodze. 19 C.R.; Zetland, 21 C.R.; Mon-
treai Kilwinning. 124 C.R.; Royal Albent,
167 C.R.; Victoria. 173 C.R.; Mount
Royal. U D.CR.; Elgin, 313, R.S.: St
Lawrcnce, 640. E.R.; Onc +nd All, E.R.
413, Greenock St Jobnm, 176, RS,
Barton 6. Hamilton Ky; Aumra Lodgr,
383, Am. R; Fraoklin Lodge, 216, Am.
R.

Having entered the old church, the door
was tyled. and the Grand Lodge const.ta-
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ed with the following office bearers:—R.
W. A. A. Stevenson, G.M.; R. W. Alex.
Murray, Dep. G.E.; R. W. M. Gutman, G.
SW.; R.W. R. Irwin, GJ.W.; W. W.
Armstrong, G. Treas; W. J. P. Peavey,
G. Reg; W, W. Angus, G. Sec.; W,
Charles Storer, G.S.D.; Bro. A. Coultry,
G.J.D.; Bro. Charles Walters, G.3.W;
Bro. H. Grant, G.D.C; Norman McLeod,
(G.8.B.; W.T. Franklin, A.G.D.C.: G.A.

Pearce, G.0. ; W. M. Somerville. G.P.: R. :

W. Thos. Miller, G. S. Montreal District; ;
..ing been sung. three cheers were given for

R. A. of Canada.

Forming in processiom. after the solemn
' Ross, when the public proceedings termi-

and seeret rites had been duly observed.
the masons advanced to the platibrm. where
they took their places, and the tGirand Mas-
ter delivered an clojuent address. The
Grand Chaplain then,in solemn terms, offer-
¢d up a dedicatory prayer. 2 hymn beiny
afterwards sung. Rev. Mr. Ross then. in
the name of the Building Committee. in
suitable terms presented o the Grand Mas-
ter a beautiful silver truwel. furnished by
Mcssrs. A. Hendery & Co.. of Montreal.
A bottle hermetically sealed was then placed
in the cavity prepared for its reception.
The following is a list of its contents: 1.
Church Agents’ Report. 2. Copy of Syncd
minutes, 1867. 3. Syned minutes of
Canada Presbyterian Church. 4. Presby-
terian for June. 5. Juvenile Presbyterian.
6. Sketch of the origin and progress of
Congregation. 7. Copy of Constitution
and By-laws. 8. Copy of deed of property.
9. List of contributions. 10. Copies of
Montreal “ Herald.” “Gazette.  Dai'y
News.” * Huntingdon Journal.” -~ GGicaner. -
“Toronto Leader,” * Educator.” 1f.
Portraits of Rev. Dr. Mathicson. Rev. J.
Lisingston, Rev. John Cameron, Dr. Muir,
Georgetown, Rev. W. C.Clarke. Yon. John

1
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on their departure the crowd gathered round
and beneath the correr stone, where the
pipers blew “ wi’ a’ their birr,” and speeches
were delivered by the Rer. W. C. Clarke,
of Qrmstown, Rer. Joshua Fraser, Mor-
treal, Mr. Douglas Brymnér, Montreal,
Rev. Mr. Wallace, Huutingdon, who, in
conclusion, moved a vote of thanks to the
strangers who had honoured them with
their presence. Rev. Mr. Clarke moved a vote
of thanks to the pipers, Rev. Mr. Fraser to
the ladies ; and, God Save the Queen hav-

the Queen, for the Dominion, and for Mr.
? ?

nated. A colicction made on the corner
stone was found to have yielded a gratifying
addition to the building fund of the Church,
862 of this beingz contributed by the “ Sons
of Temperavee.” £25 by an American
friend in Fort Covington, and sundry small
sums, besides the proceeds of extra refresh-
meats in theshape of ice cream, &c., furnish-
ed on the ground, the whoie amounting to
upwards of $300. Thebuilding committee,
to whom every credit is due for their enet-
oy, consist of Messrs. Ancus McMillan,
Chairman. Joha McMillan, Allon McMillan,
William Smallman. Capt. Joha Rankin,
Alex. Cameron, Alex. H. Cameron, Far-
qubar McLelian, and Daniel Cameron. A

‘ quict night's rest. uninterrupted by the

musquitecs, was brought to a close about
four o'clock Ly 2 call to move. A hospita-
ble breakfast vt the manse. and off again to
St. Aunicatte. a journcy of twelve miles,
through Stove pipe citr. and by the sandy
district, which breaks upon the continuouns

- clay, brought us to the place of departure.
; Here the pipers called around them an
* admiring and wondering host until the ar-

Rose, Rev. Mr. Ross. and Messe~. McKin. .

non and Fracer, contractors.
carrent coins were also put in.  The stone
being lowered to the solemn music of the
pipes pouring forth a pibroch. into its
place, was duly levelled, squared and adjust-
<d. and the Grand Master gave the three

‘aps with a gavel. afterwards peuring orn, .

wine and ol over the stone. The crre-
mony being completed, the procession re-
formed and procecded to Church, where
the Lodge was closed. The masons were
then entertained most hospitably, and pro-
ceeded to retrace their steps to Dundee to
the steamer. load cheers and hearty wishes
for their catching the train at Lancaster
being expressed, but very strong doubis of

the latter cvent being felt.  Immediately :

A numberof ;

rival of the ** Loais Renaud.” whose advent
was greeted with the wail from the pipes
of “ Oh! but ye're lang o' coming.” which
thegallant Cap. Rankin duiy acknowledaed
on reaching the share. by saving that busi-
ness must be attended to, cven at the risk

. of a littie delay. The day was bright, the

breeze refreshing, and after a zig-zag course
from sidc to side of the river, the Rapids
were neared. and passed in safety. and the
voyage of disovers ended. B.

Montreal, 37d. July, 1363

TINAE.

Time i3 indeed 1 precioas doon,

Bat with the boon a iask 3 qives,
The heast mast {eara its datr well,

To maa oa carth 234 God ia kearen.
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CHARACTERIS™ICS OF THELATE SYXOD.

T must be ervident to any
atientive observer of our
Meetings of Synod, that they
bave mapy beneficial results quite
apart from their direct object—
transaction of Church business.
The Scottish fellow labourers from
all parts of our wide Dominion
mneet together to feel anew the bond
of 2 common work and common interest,—long
separated College friends grasp each others’
hands and renew the pleasant intercourse of
old,~the Minister from the far West hears bow
the Church is prospering in the East, and
catches from his brother’s cxperience sugges-
tions 10 help him in his own work ; in the frec
discussion of subjects which takes place, one
sided opinions are enlarged or modified ;~pre-
judices gradueally disappear, and minds receive
a quickening impulse, even as * iron sharpen-
tih iron"—and when the Synodical works
come to an end—as all things will do,—
ecach member must return to kis sphere of
Jabour, refreshed by the change, and cheered
and strengthened to prosecute his work with
fresh vigour, by the pleasant interchange of
sympatby with those who know its difficultics
and appreciate its importaznce.

The past meeting of Synod, held at Kingston.

was, it seemed to be agreed by all, as pleasant |

a one as our Church in Canada bas ever known.
There were no unpleasant or acrimonious dis-
cussions such as bave often brought the charge
of unseemly wrangling upon these Church
Courts,~—there was scarcely 2 word or incident
to msar the brotherly feching which should char-
acterize ar assemblage of ministers of Christ.
Qa all importent subjects there was karmony, if

ot ananimity ;—on unimporlant ones the dif- |

ference of opinion was for the most part oaly
sach a5 to cause a good bumoured discussion,
presenting the various sides ard bearings of

the subject under consideration, and “he free-
dom so fully cxercised seemed neasly to rea-
lise the bappr definition of what it should be,
given by the distinguisbed President of the
WWesleran Conferexnce, in bisopening address,—
 the harmonioas combination Gf varieties.”
Had s soggestion at onc time under the consi-
Seration of the Synod, but pat aside or acconnt
of some slight opposition, scarcely intelligible
10 a Jooker 0o,—been put in practice,—that the
members of Synod should partake together of |
tbe Lotd’s Sapper on this, the only occssion

wtep they could uaite in the Holy Ondinance, |
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wanting to the happys influences of the time. Jt
is to be hoped that before another Meeting of
Sycod, all opposition may have disappeared,
and this most excellent suggestion of & most be-
coming =nd most beneficial act of Christian
fellowship may be adopted as a regular custom
at Synodical meetings.

The crowning incident of this Synod,—-both‘
to pleasure and interesi, was tbe interchange o°
fraternal greatings between our owa Church
Court and the Methodist Conference at the
same time in session at Kingston, under the
presidency of Mr. Pupshon. The liberal and
Cstholic sentiments, so nobly cxpressed by our
owa deputation, and 30 warmly responded to
and reciprocated by the Representatives of the
Conference,~scemed to find an echo in che
bearts of all, if one might judge from the ex-
pression of interest and satisfaction character-
ising most faces in the large assemblage of min-
isters wbo witnesszed both receptions, comprising
on each occasion nearly the whole of the respec-
tive bodies. That memorable day was well
characterised as = happy epoch, the blessed
omen for our young Dominion,.—whea two
| bodies which, under considerable differences ot
| dogma and of orgapization, =re following the
sorpe Master and seeking to extend the same
blessings of the saws gospel, thus cordially and
formally recoguized each otber as fellow-labour-
ers in the same work, and gave one another the
} tight hand of fellowship. It is pleasant to see
! how, both bere and else wher», the great force of
| Christian affinity is more and more overcoming
" the minor, repelling forces of external dissimi-
i

larits, and whken by a bappy inspiration, Dr.

Cook. in his melodious tones. gave ont the 133d
| Pealm 1o be sung by the Iarge assembly as the
i closing act of the proccedings, no oze could
I belp fecling, &s our simple Scotch versien runs,
: “ Bow good & thing it is,
2 And how becoming well,

Together such as brethres are,
in voity todwell I
1t only remains that those who listened with

such interrst and emotion to the interchange ot

Christian salotations with which, by a foreal

act, they idcntified themselves, should carty

with them the recollecuion that they have

piedged theroselves 1o treat these brethren as

bretbren,—to co-operate with them as far as

possible in the great work of evangelmiog ali

portions of this wide-spread Dowminion, and w
. abstain from ali interference or aggrestioa, re-
membering that * the l1sad is wide enongh for
botk."

If we may jodge from cesian Signs, and

. . . i : .
it would bave soemed o5 if zothing bad been ) frod expressions o the Moderator s excrilenmi
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charge, which, it is 10 be regretied, was heard *
by so comparatively few,—there seems in our
Church a growing feeling in favour of a sersice
at least partially liturgical. A book contaic- |
ing forms of service for various occasions, col-
lected from several excellent apé ancient
sources, which bas been publiched by the
Churck: Service Society in Scotland, bas been
exciting considerable attention among some of
our minjsters, though, no doubt there still exist
considerable prejudices against their use. Our
Church at it3 Srat establishment was s liturgi- ¢
cal chorch,~~Jobn Krox, at all events, wished it
50 to be. Certainly, though much is to be said !
in favour of extemporaneous prayer, and though,
were all ministers eadowed with Pauline elo- |
quence and fervour——nothing, could be more :
Jesirable ; still, as things are it doeg secm a3 if |
it would be well that we had at least a partially
liturgical service, or at all events certain =p-
proved forms, woriky of u3 as a Churceh, to
which, when expedient, ministers might have
recourse. Ia regard to marriage, baptismal and
tarial services, there cap be no doubt atall that
the adoption of an authorized form would ma-
terially add,as o gepcral thing, to the dignity and
solemnity of sucb services. Une thing to which
the Moderator directed a not unneeded attention «
i3 the undue predominance genersily given in
the minds of members of our Church, to the
scrmon, in contradistinction to the serrice.
Certeinly, the primary end of the * assembling
ourselves together,” shoald bethe social worship
of God, not the listening to o human exhorte-
tion, and i is bF no mean3 an iasignificant
error when the importance comes o b2 at-
teched to thead ventitious, rather than the essen-
tial element. Were this erronecus impression
eradicsted, it might help to make us Presby-

rinDt & more derofional, rather than 2 merely
intellectually religions people, which latier s
100 mach oar characteristic.

A spirited discussion took place npon one
important past of oar Church worship, the
guestion of Hymuology. 1t seems & pity that
more definite action was not taken by the Synod
in this matter. as the want of a really good col-
lection of bymzs, to supplement the comparc-
ticely few Psalms practically of use for public
worship, is becoming moreand more felt by ous
people. The coliection need not be s combrons
ope, for most colleclions contain 2 considera- |
ble aumber of bymes which are hardly ever
rsed. A collection of & hoondred and &fty, ot
two handred, wight, 2ne wonld thiak, contain
&l the really choice, standard bywmus familiar 20
tbe religicus world, 20d give us a safficient var-
jety for all occasions. |

'
!
i
!
]
i
i

, President
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The subject of the finances of Queer's Col-
lege, soseriously impaired by recent losses, and
threatened with the removal of the Government
grant, claimed, of course, the Synod’s attention.
Certainly, if proof were 10 be required of its effi-
ciency to our Church, it requires no other than
the general appearance of the ministers trained
within its walls, who, for ardent and telling
speeches, zeal for the Church, and practical
sagacity, do not lag behind their brethren who
claim an older alma mater. We caanot doubt
that an instrumentality so efficient in training
labourers for our Church will not be suffered 1o
fal}, but that the public spirited and patriotic

" men of our Church, and they are not few, will

liberally come to the rescue,

One most interesting featare of the past Sy-
nod was the presence of the delegates {rom
Nova Scotia, who pleaded warmly and eloquent~
ly for a closer upion between our maturer
strength and their weaker youtb. There could
scarcely be a doubt, one would think, of the
propriety and expediency of granting their re-
quest,and it was pleasant tolisten to the earnest
and patriotic, yet modest manner in which these
voung men expressed their conviction that the
Church must learn toadapt itself to the circums-
tancesand wants of our new country, that itmust
cease io be an exofic Church, and presenting a
more urited pbalany, endesvour to become the
Church of the country, so far, at least, as Pres-
brterians arc concerned. On the wider ques-
tion of a general union with the other Pres-
brterian bodies of Cansda, opinioas im our
Srnod are still a good deal divided, and while so
divided it would not be wise to press 3 course
which, 1o be taken grac¢fully, must be taken
unitedly. But as the composition of our Synod
alters, and that it is altering is psinfully foreed
oa our notice,as we miss one venersble form
after another, of those whose wisdom and exper-
ience used to guide its deliberations, and see
the propliecy often lifera! y fuifilled,

- Tgstead of those thy fathers dear,
Their children thoa may et take.”

it cannot be expected that those whose cducs-

" ticn and feclings 2re almost wholly Canadian

can allow the sentimen! of connection with the
Chureh of Scotland t0 overpower the sense of
the practical advantages of a united Cansdian

" Presbyterianism. And paiofol as it may be

to part with the direct possession of that glori-
ous icspiration of bistory to which the cloquent
of tht Wesleran Coaference so
touchingly alluded, and which we shall always
¢aim a8 03r beritsge, ot cxnnoi bat feel that
Catsdias Presbyterianism cannot reslise its
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full efficiency till it becomes a united and com- |

In the meantime, we are sure the

pact Church.

¢ gnion men” are not less loyal than the others, :

to the Church of their Fathers, that none joined ‘

more heartily than they in the touching atrain
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with which the Synod of 1868, bike ali others,
. concluded.

= Now for my fricnds aud brothreuns® sakes,
Peace Lo in thee. 1l vay,
And for the house ot Gad aur Lord,

I'll seek thy g2 alway loxa.

Flotiees and Rebietos.

PSALMS AND HYMNS FOR DIVINE
WORSHIP.

LONDON : JAMES NISSET & Cu. 13T,
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ed by a committee of minis-
ters and elders of the Pres-
byterian Churchof England,
for the 1se of their congrega-
tions. It bas evidently been
got up with great care and re-
gardless of expense. It comes
to wus highly recommended,

4

We hwe. however, quaiified our ap-
» 4

. proval of this volume with important con-
. dittons.
. ger many who sincerely desire the improve-
5 ~ o ;=
~:%7 IS book has been prepar-

The number of hymas wiil stog-

ment of our psalmody. It was Dr. Can-
dlisk: who, in the Free Church Assembly,
suggested twenty-five as a suitable number,
thereby leading Dr. Gibson, who prefers
none at all, to say that the doctor had been
evidently thinking of four-and-twenty black
birds in a pie, a new line of remark for
which we should think the Glasgow dector

. is not particular)y qualified ; and we bad

and upon examination, fully sustains its |
; well known and highly respected divine in

reputation. Published in England in the
great metropolis, its editors have enjoyed

signal advantages which they have ot ,

neglected ; not the least of which is the
comparative freedom from the narrowness
and prejudice which still clog the hymn
movement in communitics more Presby-
terian. It might indeed have been ex-
pected that from the English section of the
Presbyterian Church improvement in our
psalmody would come. The example and
influence of other religious bodies of the
highest standing are too powerful to be re-
sisted, and Presbyterians gradually grow
out of their prejudice, and cease to repeat
the stale arguments by which they harve
been accustomed to meet every step in the
way of advance.

in an exceedingly compact and neat
form, this volume presents us with the
Scottish version (so calied) of the Psalms
of Darid sct to music, and a collcction of
hymns numbering more than five hundred,
aiso set 0 music.  If the hymus be not 00
many, and have been sclected with juds-
ment and care, if the music attached to
the psalms and hymns be of a suitable kind
and well harmonized, we would say that
this is just the book for use in church,
arnd calculated to minister largely to the
comfort of our congregations. It is a very
great matter now that the knowledge of
music is extending so much, to have the
psalm and the music together in the wor-
shipper's hands.

the very same suggestion this jear from a

our own Synod. Others again, influenced
perhaps by the number of the paraphrases,
speak of one hundred hymns. But we
may rest assured that neither the ounc nor

. the other wiil satisfy the dewand of the
)

present day, nor do anything like ju-tice to
the rich stores of hymnology now in exis-
tence.  We need not conceal the fact from
ourselves, that it is not a few hy mns lashed,
as it were, to the paraphrases, that are now
wanted . but a hymn-book breathing the
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour, such as
every other Christian denomination posses-
ses. and which may be used simultancously
with the Psalws of David.  This book must
not be contemptible in point of numbers no
more than id any other thing. Yet five huo-
dred is a formidable number, and if this col-
lection maintains a high character through-
vut. it is the first of its cxwent which
has done it.  Far better to have tried balf
the aumber. It i~ all very well what is
said in the preface. that - admission has
been given to many compesitions which are
less :emarkable for their hiterary werit than
for the spirit which they breathe, the clear-
ness and the warmth of their utterance in
cxparience.”  And again, that “ much di-
versity in habits of thought and feching, and
great variety of taste, exist in every Christ-
ian community, and it is right in a Book
of Psalms. designed for general use, fitting
cxpression should be found for all.  There
are many hymns to which a rigid criticism



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

might tuke exception. but which are never-
theless so eashrined in popular sympathy
and affection, that any collection which
escluded them would be felt to be incom-
plete.”  And of course we are favoured as
usual with some - original compositions
and new alternative versions of the psalins,”
upon which we always look with great sus-
picion, unless some well known, well proved
name be given as the author.

There is nothing casier in the world
than to string a few Jines together as sound
in their doctrine as pulpit discourses are,
and with a measure or, it may be. werely
semblance of proper fecling. The early
English hymn-books are full of these com-
monplace hymns, always cxcepting the
collections of Wesiey, Watts, and Dod-
dridge, and the number of those who feit
an ambition to write for the service of the
church was legion. There is a dreadful
onslaught upoan these ordinary hymns now-
a-days. and we have vo doubt that many
who were trained to their use are now cry-
ing out ahout the dezeneracy of wmodern
times just as we have found in our own ex-
perience  abonut  the Psalms of David.
When a hymn hecomes extensively popu-
lir there is alwayvs ome excellence in i,
though it may poscess cardinal defects;
and 1t i difficult sometimes to say what
sheuld be done with it, whether we shouid

try to improve upon the popular voice or |

give way to it.  The difficulty. however. i~

not sn great with us. in this respect. as we

cannot say that hymns of any kind. except

the psalm< and paraphrases. have ever been

generally popular.  We have been well
schooled toadmire what sutherity sancticned.

If there are sericus defeets in 2 pupuiar

hymo, and it cannot well be purged of
them, then it is better 1o leave it cut.
There is a great variety of taste indeed,

as is stated in the preface. and allowance |

should very properly be made for it but
we cannot s fier this reason to pass for any-
thing inferior or unworthy. We shall
never get 2 good hymn-book, never du jus-
tice to good hymns, until we rigidiy exclude
whatever is inferior. A comprumise may
be necessary for a time between the actual
knowledge of the people and the aim of the
church, but every move should be 2 step
nearer to the right.

The sclection shows great care. The
be<t bymns of cur best English writers are
given, and the Latin and German have
been l2id under contribution.  No liberties
are taken with the text. save such 25 are
absolutely neeessary, and eo great is the
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scrupulous accuracy from respect for the
author, that stanzas of more than doubt-
ful value are not unfrequently allowed to
remain. Wehave compared with the original
the Olney hymns ot Cowper and Newton,
the hymns of Doddridge, Montgomery and
+ Kelly, the hymns of Bishop Heber and Dean
Milman, with some translations from the
t German by Miss Winkworth, and from the
Latin by Canon Neal and Caswell, to satisfy
ourselves as to the fidelity of the text. and we
| have no doubt that the whole text is faith-
! ful to the original. Indecd the test could
. not have been so accurate, had not the col-
lection been prepared at a place like Lon-
dun, where every facility is afforded for
comparing hymns with the original.

The number of good hymmns is now so
considerable that we can afford to set aside
those which havea fault, though otherwise
- good, and can maintain a very superior
. standard as befitting the public worship of
God.  We can now dispense, for example,
" with hymns relating too much to individual
, experience of a peculiar kind. with hymns
. disfigured by extravagance of idea or
. language, as 15 the case with some of Dr.

Waits’ best hymns. or seriously impaired by

carclessness in the construction, or rendered
" distasteful by irreverence and familiarity,

or without the simplicity, which of all
" things must be preserved in 2 hymn. We
are not to be influenced too much by a
great name.  The best hymn writers often
fail . witness Heber in his projected hymn-
bouk fur every Sabbath of the year, of
which only a few hymns can be deem-
- ¢d happy. So with Toplady. So with
Cowper.  Of our most esteemed writers, it
is only a few of their best cfforts that we
select.

We think the editors of this volume
. have committed a very grave mistake in
including so many of the hymos of Bonar,
. 2 new writer, whose style, we feel assured,
will never be approved nor adopted by the
church at large. though it may temporarily
take with some. A good Presbyterian name
~may have led them astray.  Neither

Bonar, McDuff, nor McCheyne, come up

to the required standard. We speak of

Bonar with some diffidence. and only
. from the impression made upen ourselves
by the peresal of his hymns.  There
is considerable facility of versification,
though not of the best kind ; and a great
partiality for strange metres, cvery variety
, of which he has tried with some measure
. of success. So far as the sense is concerned
| the ground is gone over very well. Butwe



248

can often trace more than a resemblance to
other hymus, as if their perusal had sug-
gested the effort and continued to govern
the writer's thoughts. See, for cxample,
bhymps 499, and 343, and compare with
eber and Kelly, in bymns 498 and 346.
His forte seems to Jic in imitation. There
is a want of the real hymnal power. A
few of his hymns might be usetul, but to
scatter so many as has been done through-
this collection, is to give the whole thing a
Ronar cast, and most decidedly to lower
its value. ,
Of Charles Wesley, certainly the most
owerful and useful hymn writer that the

ritish churches have produced, and whose |

style is admnirably pure, simple, and earnest,
there are only twenty-five hymns ia the

collection; and of James Montgomery,

who felt it to be his especial vocation to
prepare the songs of the Church, there are
only twenty-two, Bonar considerably out-
aumbering both together, his hymnbs in the

volume amounting to between ifty and .

sixty. ‘We do not know on what principle
Bonar has been thus preferred, to the mani-
fost injury of the collection save the selfish
one, of putting the denomination before
everything else. A hymuo-book now-a-days
shonld be above this.

Of the General Assembly’s paraphrases,
which are included in this collection, about
twenty-five are omitted with good judg-
ment; and now that the Presbyterian
churches are bent on having 2 hymo-book,
it is doubtless the best policy to use the
one collection in the other. For ourselves
we would prefer to sce the paraphrases in
a separate form for another generation.

Watts, Doddridge, Cowper, Newton,
Montgomesy, Wesley, Toplady, Heber,
Keclly, and Lyte, are fuirly represented in
this collection. We miss one or two favour-
ites and find other hymus included, which
we think would have been better left out.
But this is to be expected, more or less, in
every collection.

There is a bevy of writers who furnish
only one or two hymns, but of the first
quality, as Bishop Ken, Professor Keble,
Sir Robert Grant, the Deans of Canterbury
and St. Paul's, Alford and Milman, Sir
Henry Baker, one of the editors of Hymns

Ancicntand Modero, Miss Charlotte Elliott,

the Rev. Simon Browne, D. Ray Palmer,
Miss Waring, Joha Chandler, and William
Williams.

There are also sxng{:
whom Oliver, one of Wesley's preachers,
may be taken as an eminent example, to

hymned meo, of
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whom three of our most famous hymos

were long ascribed, but who on more eriti-
| cal enquiry bas settled down to one in its
; solitary -raadeur, “ The God of Abraham
. praise,” a magnificent effort, and first of
; bymus according to the opinion of many.

Of German bymms there are about
thirty, greatly enriching the collection,
though perhaps appearing a little strange
and uncouth to Scottish eyes. Paul
Gerhardt, prince of hymn writers, Nicolai,
Angelus, Tersteegen, Zinzendorf, and
others. with Luther at their head, trans-
lated by John Wesley, Miss Winkworth,
Miss Cox, Massie, and others. Wz have
been too much bound by ordinary metres.
We will barst our bonds by and by, when
the pursuit of music will be a favourite
aud general employment, and then we shall
roam among these German fields of song;
where there are pastures far superior to
any in our own country. Observe the
 dates of these German hymas, and you will

find that they are mostly of the first part
of the seventeenth century, when 2 noble
inspiration of song seems to have failen
upon the German people.

Of Latin hymns we have only a few, a
hymo in three parts estracted by Canon
Neale from a poem on the name of Jesus,
by the great St. Bernard, and another
hymp in parts translated by Caswell, from
the poem of his cousin Bernard, Monk of
Clugny, entitled on the contempt of the
world, the subject of the hymns being
heaven. We have the voice of Ambrose
in a paraphrase of the Te Deum, and 3
specimen of one of our eatliest hyman
writers, Ephracm of Syrus. There isalso
one of those Greek hymns. whose parentage
is lost in the obscurity of apostolic times and
which must ever retain the deepest interest
for the Church, as the first attempts of
Christians to sing the praises of the
Redeemer.

There are about fifty versions of par-
ticular psalms, more than half of which
might be left out with advantage to the
collection, as no improvement upon our own
version, and containing nothing superior. A
few scattered versions have made their ap-

rance, which deserve a place in every
hymn-book. If any writer or pumber of
writers possessing the necessary gifts and
qualifications should address themselves to
the task of making a nmew version, we
should bail the endeavour as one not un-
likely to suceced, though stillof great difh-
, culty, as has been proved by the failare of
+ S0 many attempts ; meauwhtle it is not ad-
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visable to introduce into our hymn-books
any versions which are not of undoubted
excellence. We are not to be pitied, though
left to the Scottish version.

Though there is nothing that can be con-
sidered very inferior in this volame. still
one third of its hymns are fairly open to
criticism, and in our opinion would have
been far better omitted. Itis well that the
affections of the people should gather round
a hymu-book just as they have done round
the Psalms and Paraphrases, and it is a
pity that the affections should be wasted on
what is unworthy of them. There is not
the same desire in the Presbyterian church
for quantity that there seems to be else- |
where, and there would be far more satis-
faction in a select than in a copious collec-
tion. With one third of its hymns ex-
punged. and a few added that are rotin
the collection, we would prefer this volume i

i

to any we have scen, and only wonder that
the same =0od and sometimes rather severe |
taste, which is manifest throughout the !
whole work, should not have dictated a |
smaller nuwber.

So much for the hymos. We are afraid
that space will not permit much to be said |
in this number about the music, which, we |
think, is the crowning excellence of the
volume. Some time, moreover, is needed in |
order to form a fair and just idea of it, as |
much of the music is new We have peeped |
a good deal into it since the volume came in-
to our hands, and are inclined to think very !
highly of it. The harmonies have been under |
the rerision of Dr. Rimbault, s name which '
stands well in the musieal world, and a |
considerable number of original composi- {
tions are given, no fewer than eighty tunes |
or adaptations appearing for the first time,
the composers being such men as Dr. !
Caleott, Hullah, J B. Dykes. who com- !
poses so much in “ Hymns Ancient and
Modern,” Dr. Rimbault himself, Heory
Smart, and Dibdin. Permission has also
been obtained for the use of many copy-
rights from other works, which are mostly
new tous. A number of eminent musicians
have evidently been cmployed and re-
munerated, who have not only laboured for
ihecollection, but brought all their resources
from other business connexions and pro-
fessional influence to the aid of this pubi-
<ation. Sonme of the best tunes of * Hymns
Ancicnt and Medern * are here.

We are glad to sce that the false taste,
which has prevailed during the last balf
century, is rapidly disappearing. There is
something like a revolution in the tunes

employed. We are now thrown back upon
what we consider the old tunes, which used
to delight our fathers; and repeating lines,
fugues, and operatic style generally, are at
a discount. By the way, was it the Metho-
dists who introduced this operatic. style to
express their exuberant confidence and joy-
fulness ? The old tancs, sung quicker than
they bave been with us, are far more
expressive and more suitable for worship.
A list of the familiar tunes set to the
Psalins, will give an idea of the kind of
music preferred. St. Stephens, Ballerma,
Bangor, Elgin, New London, St. Aunn's,
St. Davids, St. Neots, York, Walsal, St.
Andrew’s, St. PMary's, Jackson, Kilmar-
nock, French, Dundce, Morven, Hudders-
field, Tnvocation, Duke Street, Dunferm-
line. Colchester, Coleshill, Cromartie, St.
Mirren's, Bedford, Martyrdom. Montrose,
St. James’, St. Lawrence, Colchester, Kil-
marnock, Martyrs’, 01d 109, St. Matthew's,
8t. Paul, St. Thomas, Saxony, New St.
Ann’s, under the name of Wiltshire; and
a few others of more lively measure, viz:
Peterboro, Artaxerses, Scarborough, Shef-
field. Shirland. New Cambridge, Irish,
Devizes. o this list it will be observed
that the old Scottish tunes are in force, and
that in the selection of othersa preference is
evinced for such tunes as are simple, quiet,
and stately in their movement. These
latter are mostly from the English mas-
ters. Clever precentors in Scotland used
to make tunes, as hymns were first made,
but the day is past for this, end a style
of music is now wanted quite above their
reich.  In this volume a ood many of the
tunes are drawn from Germeny, a field
strangely nczlected tor a long time, but
which promises now to furnish us ssith
many noble tunes of the very kiod we pre-
fer and need. We can speak of many of
these from personal knowledge.

In the music of the hymns there is of
course greater variety from the exigences
of the metrl. but the same spirit Tules
thronghout. We have uccessarily more
strange tunes. and we fear that the strange-
ness will operate against this book, for it is
only in a few congrezations that new musie
is regularly assailed. To many the strange-
ness of the music will be sufficient to stop
all further acquaintaunce, until they arc
accidentally brought to the kuowledge of
it, and then the new tunc will become a
treasurec. Many of the peculiar metres
have the finest tunes imaginable, and, like
Heber's Missionary hymn, will take the
Church by storm, when the people are taught
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them. We wish, however, that a hule more
of the familiar musie hac been put to the
hymns in order to smooth their way into
use. Not to speak of the peculiar metres,
which are numerous and nearly all un-
familiar, we find that of the ordinary
measures, common, lonz and short, the pro-
portion of strange tunes to familiar ones is
wmore than two to one. We foresee great
practieal difficulty here, and slow progress
for the hymn-book, at least with many of
the congregations.  Perhaps it is as well
that it should be so, and that while some
are engaged in mustering aifficulties the

prejudices of” others shuuld be slowly melt- |

ing away. Sometimes people evivee 2
desire to rush into noveity, and for a while
it is all the vage. We are quite safe from
that evil in the case of this hymn-book, as
from the strangeness of the musie, there
are not mapsy peoule who will be able to
rao away with it in a frenzy of delight.
Time and study will act a3 safety valves
for any little excitement that way spring
up.

No better advice can be given at the
present time than to prosecute the study of
sacred music. We have been strangely
ignorant of it, singing our woud notes wild,
more parrot-like than otherwise, just as we
happened to be surrounded, and to hear in
our youth. Who have beento blame for this
ignorance 2 We imagine the clerey in a
great measure, supposing that cverything
for spiritual good lay In their own perpetual
prosing, forgetting the great puwer uf song
over the human heart.  Let ministers now
exert themselves abeut this mater, and if

there should be diffculty in the way of

getting proper instruction for their people,

Jet it not be wantiny though they should .
themselves be the teachers, or i they are’

not able to teach let them become pupilsat
once in order to qualify themselves. Some
people may say that this musical zeal will
never do ia the place of that which is mure
vital. Most assuredly not. Bat why was
ever good music disassociated from what is
vital 7 or why, 1o plain justice, should argu-
ments of this kind be thrown in the teeth of
those who are enleavouring to effect amost
desirable reform 7 Surely no vne will con-
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tend that poor and ignorant singiag is
necessary coucomitant of piety, or that
among the many scientific parsuits that are
very properly engaging the attention of
civilized and Christian communities in the
present day, music does not hold a high
and honoured place. Whatever we do, lot
us do it well, and in an calightened way,
eapeeially what we do in the house of God.
Let our teaching of music be something
wore than a mere gaing over from year to
cyear of tunes that are already  known,
which in many places has comstituted the
. only reachinyr, and has been rightly denom-
| inated with the smallest touch of sarcasm
practice. Let the  principles of music
I'be taught everywhere to young and old.
U 'They are very simple and easily acquired,
, and our youny people will take move kindly
. to them than, we may say, to avy h'wi of
i mstraction.
| We wish the English Preesbyterian
|

Chureh all joy of their new book, and it
the Canada Church resolve to adopt it it
will act wisely, though, as we have said, we
would prefer much to have the hymns re-
duced in number. So fur as the musie is
concerned there 1s no possibility of” obtata-
ing anything like it in the colonies. It is
a great advance even for the parent country,
and all tue fricnds of the Presbyterian
Church in different parts of the world
must feel very grateful to the Enuglish
Preshyterian Church for their enlightened
. action in the matter. Possibly, wheu our
own gollection of hymuns, which will tumn
out to be somcthing like what this book
would be, if shorn a little of its dimen-
sions, is completed, we may be abie o
. effect an arrapzement in England, by which
at least one edition of the Psalms and
Hymas might be brought out with similar
advantages. The principal thing in a
hymu-back, however, we must always re-
wember, is the chavacter of the hymns
selected.  Let our Churlh work away
at this important and delicate miatter,
feeling assured that eve y day is bringing
it wearer to what it desi.es, a hymn-book
worthy of the service of God, and capable
of ministeriny largely to the spicitual cow-
fart and advantaze of its people.
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The Chueches amd fheir Flissions.

COLOKIAL COMMITTER. !

Rev. R. H. Muir gave in the report of the
Colonial Committes. The report gave a derailed
account of the work of th2 year in the wide
feld of the colonial missions, noticing in suc-
cegsion the operations under the guperintend-
enge of the commitiee in New Zealand, Ceylon,
the Meuritius, the Falkland Islands, the Argea-
une Republie, British Guiara, the Islaunds ia the
Caribean Sea, Nova Scgotia, Cape Bretos,
Prince Edward Island, New Brusswick, Caaa-
da, and British Coluwbin. The report then
concsuded as follows -~ During the past Fear
the expenditure has reached £3214 9. 114, a3
compared with £4324 4s. 1d. in 1868-67. Now
withstanding this expenditure, itncluding the
large special contribution of £3¢0 in md of
the British Columbia Mission, the committec
sre able 10 report that their funds are on the
whole in a suatisfactery state.  The vollections
considerably exceed those of 1806-67, and this
notwitastanding the Jarge special subscription
of £600 in aid of the Church Building Fund in
British Uolnmbia. The following statement

gives & comperative view of the ias. two .

FEArS (o
1865.87. 135755
Cotloctions, L3477 6 6 £355 13 9
her squiees, s 13 4 1375 % 6
Tutal, ,  £44406 30 M5 1 ©

The draft minute of the committee, sug zesting
certain flterations in the principle of giving
atd to the Colunial Clhureh, has reccived the
consideration of the various Synods. Little
bas been done 10 meet the wishes of the com-
mitiee in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia ; but
io Canadn o commitiee of correspondence has
been appointed by the Synod. suthorised to
commupicate with the Colonisl Committee on
ite one hand, and colonial presbyteries on the
otber hand, a5 to grants. This arrangement
bas been alresdy of much service to the
Colonial Committee, and it must give the
Church, &s it gives them, largely increased
confidence that none of the means supplied by
the Church at home are misapplicd in the
colonies. At the same time, while ackrow-
ledging the advantage of the step taken by the
Syoeé of Canada, 1he committee hope cre long
0 e able {o Teport that the draft minute has
veen adopted in its entirety, and that the con-
tributions of the Home Church are met by
sunilar contributicas fram central funds in the
colonies.”

The draft minute sbove referred to reads as
follows 1o

COLOSTIAL  SCHEME~~DISTRIDEUTION QF

DRAFT OF A PROPOSED HINCTE.
April, 1866.

The coloninl Committee, having had under
consideration the manner of distcibuting the
fands intrusted to them, find that their expen-
ditare for the most part falls under five heads re
{1.) The payment of salaries to missionaries

L

at the rate of £150 sterling a year.

EONDZ~—

(2 ) The pryment of supplement 1o the sti-
pends of wministers, in sums varying from §25
to £150 & year }

(3.) The payment of the outhit and pasage-
money of missionaries and mivisters.

(4.) The payment of grants in aid of church
buitdings.

(5.) A special annual grant of £350 to
Queen’s College, Kingston, Canada.

They find furtber—I. That since they begaa
to make grants for the purpase of promoting
the religious interests of Scottish Presbyterians
in the colonies, all the colonies aided by them
have made great advances in wealth and pros -
perity, and that the Presbyteriag Chusch in
them bas been organised and corsolidated. So
great is the advance made in somd coloies,
that they have spostaneously ceased to expect
pecuniary aid from the home Church; while,
in others, there i3 &« growing ability to sup)ly
their own wants. Fuacts might here be cited
with refereace to the colonies of Cenada,
Nova Scotis, New Brunswick, Britizh Guians,
and Oe;fon, which substantiate the opinion of
the Committee.

I1. Thatin the present state of the colosies
the Committees praclice of sending mission-
aries to districts destitate of ordinances, and
of aiding weak coungregations, is unsatisfac-

" tory, because the information sent to them is

very frequently fragmentary and inadeguate.
Their deciston on each case they believe 1o ge
fully justified by the fucts actually before them ;
bt theze facts ean only stale & part of the
case, may be one-sides. and can never be fully
comprehended in ali their loeal sigaificance by
a Commitice deliberating at so greail a distance
from the colony

111, Thstin these cireumstances itis desirable
that some meanid ne devised of guaranieeing,
in an upmistukalde way, the Siatements for-
warded to them. of fixing beyond question the
comperrative neceszities of the various claimants
for aid; sad, {arther, of promoting such an
organisatior of resources in the colonies them-
setves, a3 will encourage and enable the strong
to help the weak.

1V, That accordingly. ther resolve, afier the
close of the current financial year, 10 make
grants in aid of the Church in the colonics,
onty in the form of contributions in supple-

( ment of grants wade by the Coloninl Syaod or

a Commttee of Synod. and where a Synod does
not exist, by the Preshytery or a Commities of
Presbytery ; reserving to themselves power to
recogaise, where necessary, Coloninl Home
Misstonary Associatioss on the same footing
as if they were 8 Committee of the Syned or
Preshytery, when they are advised by the
proper ecclesiastical authority to doso.

V. That while leaving it to 1be colonial
churches to adop? their owa rules as to makiag
grants, the Committee resolve that these grants
shall in foture heve reference to the sum voted
in each particular case by the Coloaial Church,
or 113 representative assotiation.

Vi. That raguests for missionaries, as well as

' for aid to ministecs and churches, be communi-
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cated through the Colonial Missionary Associa-
tion, or Committee of Synod or Presbytery, as
the case may be, and be entertained by the
Colonial Commitice here only after the said
Association or Committee have resolved to
grant a reasonable proportion of the total sum
required in each case; and that the same rule
apply to all other grants whatsoever, with the
exception of the present grant to Queen’s Col-
lege, Kingston, Canada; and payments for
passage and outfit.

V1l. That colonics in which no Synod or
Presbytery exists be exempted from the opera-
tion of the above Minute.

VII. That a printed copy of this proposed
Minute be sent to certain mcmbers of the
Church in the colouies, with a view 1o obtain
their opinion on it.

S S L.

The following is an ex'ract of the derivance
of the Assembly in reference to the draft
minute.

The General Assembly approve, generally, of
the scheme for the distribution of the funds,
which is proposed in the draft minute ap-
pended 10 the Repory but enjiin that it be
not acted om until after due currespon-
dence and perfect understanding with the re-
presentatives of our church in the zeveral
Colouies conecrned. and 1bis only with such
yprudence and discretion as .he mumeutous in-
terests at stake may be found 1o reqire.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH
QF SCOTLAND
(Cuntrnued.)

DEPUTATION FROM THE ENGLISH IVYNCh.

The CLERK read a letter from thie Synud of the
Scottish Churches in England in cunnectivn
with the Church of Scotland. It stated that
some progress had been made in the matter of
endowment, though nct su great as the Syood
desired, and that the Synod would rejoice
should some eminent ministers of the Church of
Scotland advocate its claims, as well as be
persuaded to preach in their cburches, begin-
ning at Berwick and ending in the south of
FEogland.

The Rev. James WiLsoy, of Lowick, Modera-
tor of the Synod, and the REv. GFORGE C. WATT
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pon formed against her should prosper, (Ap-
plause). He suggested that, as there were a
great many Scotchmea, especially in the large
towns in England, whose residences they diud
not know, those clergymen,some of whose tlockg
went to districts in Eagland, should, in giving
these members their disjunction-card, commu-
nicate with the Scotch clergymen of said dis-

" tricts, 8o that the lattar might take under their

of Newcastle-on-Tyne, appeared as a Qeputa- |

{’ion from the Synod, and addressed the Assem-
1y.

Mr. Wirgoy said that the churches under the
Jjurisdiction of the Synod were pretly much in
the same position this year as they were last
year. There were at present two vacancies since
last year, and there had been established anew
congregatior in Newcastle-on-Tyne,where there
were now two congregatioas. The Church of
Scotland in England did not pretend to be an

pastoral care the gew comers. From his nine
vears’ experience in England, he was able to
say there were in that country many Scotciimen
who did not attend any place of worship at all,
and who excused their non-aitendance on the
ground that no Scotch minister had called
upon them. Mr. Wilson concluded by saging
tha: the Scottish Churches in Englangd -conti-
nued to cherish a warm attactment 1o the
parent Churcl.

Mr. Warr, in his address, alluded to the fact
that there were many large tuwns in England
where there was no Scotch Church at all. and
that Scotchmen coming to Ergland did not
willingly connect themselves with the Chlurch
of England. He hoped the Synod wou.1 receive
aid in founding one or two Churches in some
of the large towns of England, so that thes
might be able to attend to the spiritual interests
of the Scotch population there.

After & few words from Professor MiLL:Gay,

Tle Mop_raTuR, addressing the deputation,
said he rejuiced to hear that their object was
not an invasion upon the National Church ia
the South, because he believed that the Clurch
of Scotland had a most perfect sympathy with
the Synod in keeping that object in view.
They had a high admiration of the National
Church in the South, and if there were weak-
nesses being developed in the constitution of that
Church at this moment, that gave the Church
of Scotland no joy. They bad a perfect ssm-
pathy with the Church of Eugland under any
troubles which might assail Ler—(applause)—
but it was not to be forgotten that some 4,000
Scotchimen crossed the Tweed every year, and
that they went to the south with their early
and best associations bound up in the simple
forms of worship of tbe Presbyterian Natiunal
Church of Scotland. It was but well, there-
fore, than an effort should be made to meet
these predilections, and that their form of wor-
ship should be continued to them when they
went south. The Moderator concluded by say-
ing that the request of the deputation as to the
mnisters of the Church of Scotland communi-
cating with their bretbren in England, with

. respect to those maembers who left Scotland to

i

aggressive Church so far as the Church of Eng-
. ory be had ever laid before the Assembly. Io

land was concerned, and they had no desire to
proselytise from that Church,with the clergymen
of whom in various districts, they were on the
most friendly terms. They looked upon tke

Church of Englanad to be, with very few excep- | :
" of the Church are personally engaged in the

tions, the great bulwark of Protestantism in this
country, and they did not degire tLot any wea-

reside in England, would be rewitted to the
committee of the Assembly appointed for st-
tending to such requests.

REPORT ON SABBATE SCHOOLS.

Rev. Mr. Yocrxe; Montieth, gave in 8 repord
of the Committee on Sabbath Schools, which
Ye stated was the most complete and satisact-

pumber,the schools were 1789, taught on an aver-
age during ten months of the year. The gchol-
ars namber 142,000, and the average attendance
was 115,000, The greater part of the ministers

work of teaching. Jo 508 parishes libraries
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have been established. Most of these have been
originated and are maintained entirely by local
efforts, but a few are assisted by the General
Assembly’s Committee. In 431 parishes,
classes exist for adults in addition to those for
young persons. To the funds of the committee
thig year, £68 has been contributed, and fur
missionary purposes £816. The increase in
almost al the departinents wag very marked.
The eadditional scholars enrolled numbered
4,443 : the average attendance bad risesn about
5,000 ; and there was an increase of £115 in tke
contributions for missionary purposes.

On the motion of the Rev. Mr. Fraser, Ding-
wall, seconded by Mr. Cook, Montrose, the re-
port was adopted, and the committee thanked
and re-appointed.

DEBATE ON THE LAW OF PATRONAGE.

The assembly then proceeded to take up the
overtures on patronage. There were overtures
from fve Synods and nineteen Presbyteries.

Or the motion of Rev. Dr. Piniz, the over-
tures from the Synads of Moray, Ross, Glasgow,
and Ayr, and from the Presbyteries of Edin-
burgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Haddington,
were read.

Of the twenty-four overtures, there were
twenty-tbree in favour of a modification of the
Law of Patronage, some of them asking the
Assenably 1o devise mneasures for removing exist-
ing evils conpected with lny patronage; and
others asking the Assembly to endeavour to se-
cure 10 vacant congregations the power of ne-
minating their ministers. Only one of the over-
teres—that from the Synod of Ross—was against
any modification of the Law of Patronage, and
that overture declared that ** it was inexpedient
and inopportune o agitate the abolition of
Clurch patronage, or any change in the law
relating thereto,” and called upon the Assembly
to dismiss any overtures on the question.

Dr. Pinie, in rising to make 2 motion on the
sabject, said the clergy, office-bearers, and peo-
ple of the Church of Scotland were decidedly
in favour of a change in the law of patronage.
{Bear, bear, and no, no.) He expressed his own
omnion. and not the opinion of others, therefore
it was rather hard to say * No, no.” He rose
at the request of various perties in the General
Assembly to move on this occasion. and he
could agsure them that he did so with & feeling
of deep awe. knowing the importance of the
watter which be was bringing forward. He
koew the importance of the change which he
was about to propose; snd they might be as-
sured that he felt deeply responmsible on this
nccasion.  Had it not been that on a former oc-
casion he bad come forward in similar cirenm-
stances, ke did not think be could bave prevail-
ed on himself to come into the House and make
the proposition which he had to lay before the
Assembly——not because he had the slightest
doubt of tke propriety of the proposition whick
be wenld endeavoar to propose immediately,
but because he felt he was incurring a deep
responsibility, and he would have wigshed that
some oxe of bigher influence 2nd position should
have come forward and submitted the motion
to the Assembly Op the former occasion, be
bad anticipated 1bat there was 2 storm comiog
over the land. He believed he foresaw it, but

he confeseed he had no cobpception whatever
that the storm would come ro soon, or was
likely to rage so violently. he wanted their
ship to be prepared, but he bad no idea that
they would be 80 soon called on to make the
preparation. Un the former occasion, when he
came forward upon this question, there were
many who doubted tho propriety of the courge,
and he bad himself great doubts of success.
When he made the motion on the subject two
years ago be was himself astonished at the re-
salt. It was a small bouse, indeed, but the
success was great. Last year he was little less
astonished at the small minonity which follow-
¢G adivision on his motion—the numbers being
126 against 124. It was certainly a victory, if
such & word could in such a case be applied.
He rose in totally different circumstances on
this occasion. The storm had actually ~ome,
and was now raging round them, and he rose,
not under the impression under which he rose
before, but under the impression that the Gene-
ral Assembly would receive the motion and
adopt it. He would venture %0 say that therc
was no one more unwilling to propose serious
and unnecessary changes in the Church than
he was. And be trusted it would be under-
stood tbat be came forward now to propose a
change which le believed to be neither unwise
nor unnecessary, but which he believed to be
perfecily essential to theexistence of the Charch
of Scotland. (Hear, bear.) At the same time,
he begged leave to say that he allowed all pos-
sible credit to those who differed from him for
the views they entertrined. It was conceivable
that some persons believed that the Church was
not at all in danger-—~who believed that the
Church was perfectly safe. He did such per-
sons the fullest justice, and had no doubt but
their opinions were dictated by bonesty and
honour. (Hear, hear.) He could believe
again, that there were members of the General
Assembly who admitted that the Charch was
in serions ard grave danger, but who were ot
opinion that, in the comparatively democrstic
state of society in which we were now living,
the best mode of evercoming the danger was by
maintaining the uorestricted system of patro-
nage DOW in existence, there might be such
persons ; and he did them the full justice of be-
lieving that their opinions were influenced glone
by honesty and bonour. (Hear. hear.) But
he claimed the same consideration for the opi-
nions he entertained mself. (Hear, bear, and
applause.) Being convinced that the Church
was 1ot only in great danger, but would be
ruined by 2 continued existence of the patron-
age system ; that its modification was necessary
v the welfare of religion in the country—the
welfure of the Dissenters as well as of the
Church ¢f Scotlapd—and that these sentiments
were shared it by a majority of the Assembly
of the Church, and more especially of the coun-
try, he claimed that he should be allowed the
same privilegs, the same fairness that be granted
to others, and that it should be admitted that
hig opinions were founded on perfect honesty
apd perfeet honour. (Hear, bear, and ap-
plause.) He ventured to hore, therefore, that s
question 90 interesting and so ymporiant to the
Charch and to the country should be discussed
in & Kindly and Christien manner—not in
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spirit of sarcasm, not in a spirit of bitterness,
but in & spirit of Christian charity and Chris-
tian love towards each other—(hear, hear)—
keeping always in view the promotion of the
interests of the Church-—interests which were
identical with the interests of Christianity.
(Applause.) He did not argue the question be-
cause he believed that patronage was anti-scrip-
tural. Oihers might entertain such an opinion,
but he never did entertain it. He argued
the question upoa this ground alone, that
he believed, in the presert siate of society, the
continuance of patronage 1u its present shape
would be ruinous to the interests of the Church.
(Hear, bear.) On another point be wisbed to
be ciear. e did not iatend to enter into the
-question as to whether patronage or popular
election was the best mode of choosing 8 mi-
nister that could be adopted. What,in his opi-
nion, the Assembly bad to consider was not
whether patronage was the best system, or
whether popular election was the best system ;
but really whether patronage, in its present
shape, could be retained without the Church
ceasing to bea Chucch at ail. (Hear, hear)
The question was not which of the two modes
was the best but which of the two was possible,
(** Hear, bear,” from the Earl of Selkirk). Aye!
the noble lord might say * hear, hear,” but he
should like to hear the noble lord. orany other
member of Assemblr, give an answer to the
question he now put very plainly, thus :—Is3 it
possible for the Church, in the present state of
society, to exist under the present Jaw of patro-
nage ? (Hear, hear.) In order to clear away all
difficulties, he wished to intimate his opinion
that the law of patronsge was inconsistent with
the primary principles of the Church, with the
fundamental principles of the Church.
the very beginning the principles of the Church
had been those of popular election. (Mear,
hear). Sach was the case under the First Book
of Discipline, such substantially was the case
under the Second Book of discipline. No
doubt the principle was lost under the tyranny
to which the Church was subjected under
the reign of James VI. and Charles { , but as
soon as an escape way effected, the first thing
the Church did was to return agaia to popular
election (Hear, near.) Again, under the tyranny
suffered from Cbarles [I.,the principle disap-
peared ; but the Church returned as sonn as it
was able to all the ponular clection it could
possibly procure. It was true that the Actor
1690 was reversed by the Act of 1712 ; but that
Act was repealed for the very purpose of indu-
cing Presbyterians to co-operate for the resto-
ration of the house of Stuart.
that all the sccessions that bad taken place in
the Church of Scotland were the result of the
Act of 1722, The secession of 1732 wag mainly
the result of that Act, and so was also the se-
<ession of 1843. But in the interval what bap-
pened ? In 1832 the Reform Bill wag passed, and
according to the usage of the Church of Scot-
land from the very beginning thercimmediately
arose & fearful cry on the subject of patronage.
It was gseen that things could not remain as
they were ; and in order to harmonise the con-
stitation of the Church with the constitution
of the State at tbat time, the Church was com-
pelled to agree to the passing of the Scoich

From !

And let bim say
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Benefices Act, better known as Lord Absrdeen's
Act. It was believed by those who supported
that Act, that if it had not been passed, the
members of the Church would have been lost
almost together; and there was no doubt that
to a certain extent that Act did much to retain
them. (Hear, hear) Now bring the analogy
to bear. A new Reform Bill bad pasged, or
wag about to pass, which made a still greater
and more democratic change in the civil Gov-
ernment of the country than the Bill of 1832,
How was it possible in the face of that to main-
tain a system of absolute and unrestricted pa-
tronage ? The commuuicants of the Chuich
were about to be intrusted with the franchise,
but they were not allowed to interferc in the
slightest degree with the election of théir mi-
nisters, or in fact, in the clection of theic office-
bearers. He asked, as a matter of common
sease, was it possible that sucl: &n anomaly
could be maintaised? (Hear, hear ) Was it pos-
sible that those who supporied such an anomaly
could go forth to the public and say, . The
householders of the country are about to be in-
trusted with a share in making the laws for
preserving the lives and property of their fel-
low-subjects. but we refuse to give the elite of
them our communicants—one word to sayin
the election of their mivisters.” (Applause)
With regard to the Scotch Benefices Act—and
in referring to that Act he begged to express
the high sense be entertained of the services
done to the Church by its promoter, Liord Aber-
deen —(hear, hear)—he would only say that he
pever met with any one, either in the Assewbly
or anywhere else, who could explain what that
Act meant ; and that it was impossible to find
any two decisions come to under the Act which
by any possibility could be brought into bar-
mony with each other. The result had been to
briog into operation & more unrestricted system
of patronage thanever, and that 100 in its worst
form. For alength of time congregations had
given up appealing to the Assembly altogether.
they had found it impossible to work the Scotch
Benefices Act, and they just allowed patrons io
settle ministers as they liked. (Hear.) It was
quite true that this year one case was to be
brought before the Assembly ; but the circum-
stances under which it appeared oniy illustra-
ted the truth of his argument more forcibiy.
The congregation referred to—which was 1n
s somewbat distant part of the country—hat
tried to work the Scotch Benefces Act, and
with a result which might have been expected.
They obtained one decision from the Presbytery,
auother decision from the Synod, and inall
nrobability the General Assembly would give
a third decision overturning both. (Laughter,
and applause.) The Scotch Benefices Act was
the most expensive one the Church ever had
anything to do with. Where decisions bad
been given adverse to the people, great puw-
bers had been lost to the church, and if it was
prosecuted further, they would lose a great
many more. (Hear, hear.) What then were
the circumstances in which they were placed?
He bad only to look back to the discussion of
the previous day to know that they were placed
in circumstances of very serious difficulty.

| All of them, uo doubt, had heard of Mr. GHlad-

stone's resoiutions with regard to the Irish
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Cburcb, and all of them bad probably read the -
questions that were asked in Parliament with

regard even 1o the Church of Scotland. There

could hardly be any doubt, then, as to the dan-

ger in whichk they were placed. (Hear, hear.)

It was contended, however, that the Church of

Ireland was placed in a totally different

position to that occupied by the Church

ol Scotland, and that the Church of Ireland

was to be tried upon its own merits. Dut

the time would come when all Estublish-

wents must be wied upon their merits. (Hear,
hear.) e was convinced that the numerical
strength of the Church of Scotland bad been
misrepresented.  He believed that they bad in
their vody at least a half of the shurch-going
population in Scotland : but the evil was, that
many of their people had lost all zeal and en- .
thusiasm for the Church, and that such zeal and

enthusiasmm would never be replaced until the |
people were put on a footing with the other '
Churches around them. (Hear, Lear.) lie had |
evidence of that which no one could dispute. In
the first place, be would refer to the debates
that had recenty taken place in Parliament,
and he would ask, When the Church of Scot-
land was there assailed, did any one swand up
to support it ? (Hear, hear.) He had read the
proceedings carefully, and he found none who
bad done so. Thep look at the hon. gentlemen
who were candidates for the vacancies that late-
Iy occurred in the burghs and counties of
Scotland ? Were any of them found cuming
forward and claiming support from the electors
by saying—*1 am a member of the Church of
Scotland, and I am prepared zealously 1o sup-
portit as an Establishment.” {Admuiral Jous-
stoxg=—Mr. Maxwell of Munches has said so)
Well, he was glad 10 hear that an exception
could be found—(liear, hear, and applause)—
but bis attention had bhren lnteiy more directed
to the houn. gentlemen wio had come forward
as candidates for the burghs, and there not even
une could be detected. (Hear, hear.) Butlook at
a still more important point—look at what the
jreople bad dune. Did they find the people cown-
g forward and saying to the candidates—
** Are you prepared, in order to gain our sup-
pory o say that you will support the Church of
Scotland thoroughly and carnestly 2”7 There
might be a single exception, such as that re-
ferred to by the gallant Admiral ; but was it
found t0 be gepnerally the case? He did not
know of it baving been done in one instance.
(Hear, bear.) e found Dissenters zealous
enough—and that was quite nataral—in sup-
porting their own bodies ; but not one, so faras
be was aware, was found to do bate for the
Church of Scotland. (Hear, bear.) Well, then,
upon whom did the Church lean for support?
Was be to be 10ld that the Church leaned for
support ou i1 friends amongst the county gen-
tleren and the nobility ?  Although enterta:n-
isg the greatest respect for the nobility and
gentry of the country, he must say that, in this |
matter, they could not be depended upon.
There were no doubt some trusted and tried '
{riends of the Church—like the noble Earl who
%as a member of the Assembly—who could al- .
ways be relied on—(applauge)=——but he asked
bow many there were amongst those exercising .
patronage in the Church who might be depend- !
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ed upon? To begin with, & great proportion
of them were not only Episcopalians, but very
High Episcopalians. They bad, he admitted,
no personal unkind feclings to the Church, bat
they could really know nothing ofits essentials.
They wmight make inquiries and recommenda-
tions, but they had no personal knowledge on
the subject, and must act upon the intormation
supplicd by others. As bigh Episcopalians, as
he telieved the great proportion of them to be,
they might speak courteously of the Church of
Scotland, and refer to it in civil lunguage as a
sort of moral police : but Le asked whether they

i could cunscientiously stand forward in their

place in Parlinment and argue in favour of 8

" Church which they regarded as no Church at

all, and which some of their bishops recently
declared to be a species of rival Church? e
asked whether these gentlemen could give to
the Church of Scotland the zealous and energe~
tic support which was absolutely essential in
these times. (Applause.) In bringing forward
this motion, he begged to suy that he was not
influenced with any desire to catch Dissenters.
He proposed it on general principles, in order
the more thoroughly to win the affections and
energies of their owa people. (Hear, hear.) But
he would not deny that hie also intended to hold
out the olive brauch to Dissenters* and what

" was more, he firmly believed it would be accept-

ed at thewr hands—(hear, hear, and applause)
—at least by a large number of them, People
seemed 1o forget what a great enemy all Pro-
testants had to coatend against—an enemy that
at the prezent time was unfortunately fur too
powerful. (ifear, hear.) There was just now in
the country a widely diffused spirit of rationa-
lism and wfidelity ; & spirit that had been to &
woundrous extent strerngthened by the viclent
disputes. and the acrimoaious language which
someiimes had been beard in the Churches.
(Hear. hear.) God grant that this might be
done away with, that brethren might in future
speak of each other with the utmost kindness,
and that any differences that existed might be
discussed without bitterness and without acri-
mony. (Hear, hear) Ofthis he was convinced
that, if the Church of Scotland showed a dispo-
si1tion to remove this stutabling-block of patro-
nage. and to remove otbher stumbling-blocks
out of the way, multitudes of Dissenters—not
the people oniy, but the clergymen—would be
prepared to hold forth the right hand of fellow-
ship, and to rally round the Church. (Ap-
piause.) He believed tbat if more Christiapity
aund brotberly kindness was displayed by the min-
isters of the Church of Scotland in speaking of
each other, the most powerful effect would t.
produced on tke moral feelings, the moral cha-
racter, and the religious interests of the country.
(Hear, hear, and applause.) With regard to the
jnstances which were well knowa where pa-
trons bad left the appointments in the hands of
the people, it was remarkable that in large
towng—the places in which this bad principally
been done—the clergy were, generally speaking,
characterised by high character and by the zeal
which they brought to bear on the performance
of their duties; but what be desired was & 8ys-
1em of popular election of a more definite and
regulated form. (Hear, hear.) He firmly be-
1i 'ved that such a system was not only pcssible,.
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bat could quite easily be carried into effrc* : on patronage, delivered in the Presbyiery of
Suoch a system was adopted in connection with .

the pat-onagein the handsof Mr. Baird of Gart-
sherrie, and was founé to answer 1n a most ad-
mirable manaer. (Applause.) 1t was impos-
sible to over estimate the effect whick such a
mode of popular election would exercise. At
present when a minister eatered the charch to
which he was presented the people cared nothing
for him ; he was accepted and submitied to, but
not loved : andevenif he happe ed to be really
a good minister, it was often years before the
feeling of repulsion was overcome. But only
let the minister go with the concurrence and by
the vote of the people, their feelings would be
immediately enlisted in his favour : they would
love him, and all he said would tell upon
their hearts with a most powesfel effect. (Ap-
plense.) Under such & system the Church
would bave an infinence for good greater than
it had possessed since the time of the Covenant
(Hest, hear.) He was quite prepared to admit
that the change was not to be brought about
at ocec: it must be progressive. The idea
of the Church ever possessing great political
power was most absurd ; but he believed that
the adoption of & system similar to that be had
mentioned wonld enable the Church toexercise
an immense power for good over her people,
and to become 2 blessing in the land.  (Ap-
plause.) Discipline—wbhich he m'tht ssy was
now almost gone—{hear, hear)—m:ight be re-
stored, woral purity might be re-cstablished,
irreligion might be checked and crashed. and
the Church of Scotland might 2tend forth once
raore in the cyes of the world “ bright a3 the
sen, fair as the moon, and terrible as an army
with banness.”  (Loud applause.) Butremem-
ber, if the thing was 1o be done, it must Le
done now. There was no time to loze. God
grant that too mach time had not been lost al-
reads. (Hear, bear)) The danger was becom-
ing more and more imminent; and according
10 the choice the Assembiy wight make, would
depend the wondrous prosperity or the total
main of the Charch. ‘Applause: Te begged
to propose :—

* The Geaeral Assembly resoive 10 sppoint
a committee with instruciions 1o endervonr to
have the Act of Queen Anne, chrp 12, repealed,

)

i

a0d to sccure to the male communicants of ,

fuil age, statedly resident in a pasish, sucha
voice in appointment of their minister as shall
give them a greater interest in the Charch and
as shall be consistent with the preservation of
order in the procecdings: And the Geneml

Glasgow. To that speech he hoped in the
course of hig few remarks to refer farther. They
who advocated sowe cbange in the law of pa-
tronage were chalicnged, and fairly, 10 show
and point out the evils of patronage, end to in-
dicate, if they could, bow the system could be
improved. Me proposed to speak only of two
of the evils of patronage. He would, in the
firat place, say that patropage caused and per-
petuated discent. He would say that it was,
and bad been, the cause of the disputed settle-
ments which had sach bad effects oa this
Charch. He had attended to the argaments
of those, both in this House and elsewhere, who
denied that patronage had been the caunse of
dissent. To his wmind, those arguments, even
in the mouths of the most able who hed taken
this line, had provided no more thkan this, that
there might have been other causes combining
with the law of patronage to lead to dissent:
but their argument, to his mind, failed to reach
or even touch the great fact that patronage bad
been at the root and was the maia csuse of dis-
sent. It had been said that patronage could
not cause dissent, hecause dizsent prevailed
most in the grest towns where patronage was
virtually abolished. Bat they shonld 1eok not
merciy to the graat towns but to the ordinary
towns throoghout the land; and there ther
would find dissent in the same proportion
28 in the greatest towns. The truth was that
patronage had nothing to do with this matter
either in one way or the other. The trath was
that disseat existed to a much greater extent in
the towns, because there self-supporting con-
gregations could be obtained. (Applaase))
With regard to dispated settiemenis there bad
been within the last twenty-iwo Fears forty-
six cases. In the same course of time, in the
parishes created under the Endowment Scheme ;
there had bren 123 scttlements of wministers,
and in these parishes the power of election hed
almost ia evers case been more or less in the
hands of the people. He wounld call attention
to these two cerv remarkable facts, becaause they
appearcd to hitm to provein a great measure, at
least what he wished to prove—the evils of pa-
tronage 0a the one kand, and the remedys on the
other—the approsch &t all events to populas
clection. There was another remarkable mat-
ter which was not so generally koown asat

. ougbt to be. and that was the very large ntm-

Assembly recommend that such compensation |

shall be given to private patvons as shall be
deemed equitabie—the commwittee to bave pow-
¢7 0 add 10 their number and to sub-commit.”
The Hon. Major Banuik rose to second the
™otion now l3id on the table. ¢ It appeared
cquitabie and agrerable to the liberty of minis-
teTs and to & free propie to have an interes: in
the choice of those to whom ther intrusted the
care of their sools.™ These words commended
themselves to his comscience in the sight of
God; and be askag, did they commend them.-
seives to those by whom they were Lheard?
These stmple words werre takea from » declars-
tion of the Astemblr of 1715, and th gy wene
qroted it the touree of = wost xdmirable speecd

her of parishes in which patronage was wirtual-
1z abolished, and where the choice of the minis-
ter was already ieft to the people. Txe opera-
tion of the law of patronage seemed very hacd,
aad he woald point to individuxl cases as sip-
porting that view. There were tw0 ehurches
beionging to the Establishment in town. Ia
oae church, if s vacancy occurted. the patron
presented to the chorch without baving occa-
siona to consult the fecling of any one whatever.
If & vacancy otearred in the other church, the
people, through their representatives, bad the
cholce of the minisier. Was that, he mked,
a proper staw of things ia an Establisbed
Chareh 7 Some said thxt this was notihe G2
to move ia this directirn. Was it not the e
to prepate for the defence when the cnemy was
at the gate® (Applanse.) Had they not been
tolé by a high agthority that the man and the
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hour wers both come. The axe was laid to
the rootof Establist at.  To meetsuch evils,
what he desired 1« , was that more power
should be given to 1ue people belonging to the
Church of Scotland in the choice of their
ministers. (Applause.) He believed that by
so doing they would greatly deepen and
strengthen the affection of the people of Scot-
land to the Bstablished Church; and he be-
lieved that whatever sirengibened the Be-
tablished Church in Scotland, strengthened and
increased the interest in the work of the Great
Redeemer, went W strengihen all those interests
whieh conduced to the welfure of their land—
their ¢ivil and religious liberties—and would
conduce in sn eminent degree to the interests of
those prrsons in whom patronsge was now vest-
ed—the gentry and nobility of theland. (Ap-
plaase.)

Dr. BisssT said he was present in the House
when the great coatesi of 1833-34. and the few
following years began, and he never for & mo-
ment bad doubted what would be its termina-
tion. It was not, in bis opinicn, the event of
1643 which was most disastrous to the Church
and the country. The shaking began when the
overtures were introduced seeking a chzoge in
their coanstitution. The minwsters who had
been living and loving as brethren. carrying cn
veacefully ard prosperously the work of their
sacred calling with the full attachment of their

87

But the re-intreduction of these overtures exhi-
bited them in a state of divizion upon & funda-
mental question, and consequently of weakneas;
and he foresaw in a vision before bim a renewal
of 1he same scenes and jealousies 88 led to the
great achism of 1843. But he wns persoaded
that notking buat language becoming Cbristian
gentlemen, howerer much they differed from
one another, would be heard smong themn that
day. He might be i minority on th- ' resent
occasion, but such a resalt had no terrurs for
bim, for he bad been under discipline for ten
lopg years. But there were other tribunals
where their reasons for resisting these overturses
would at least be calmly and fairly weighed.
He would now proceed to give these reagoss.
He must say, in contradiction to all that had
been stated by the mover of the motion, that
the present agitation appeared more unwise,
more uncalled for, more suicidal, than any sin-
gie movement in any other period of their histe-
ry. (Hear, bear.) In former times, propositions

_ for destroying, as he called it, their constitution

united flocks, after these overtures egan 0 be

estranged, and jealousies ensued. Parishes
were soor difided, some taking one side and
some enother. It could not be doub’ed that for
many vears after 1833 a very strong tide of po-
pular sympathy ran io favour of the Noniatru-
sionists, as they calied themselves. This ena-
bled them to blacken their oppopents, and ino-
vent new terms of reproach, to revive old ex-
ploded cant terms, and o attach new meanings,
and to such a height did invective and vitupe-
rauon go thet the mast esteemed statesmen,
ndges, and clergymea, if in opposition 1o the

conspiracy to juste Him {rom Histhrone. Dur-

were made in seasons of revolution or of great
political turmoil, and be should not go very far
back in proof of that asseriion. In tbe end of
the last century, and during the grest French
Revolution. the tables of the Assembly were
well eover=d with overtures of that kind. HBe
was rejuictd to be able to tell the Assembly
that the faithful Synod of Aberdeen ut that
Ume sent up 2 unsnimous overiure of arvotber
character, the preamble of which ran n these
words —* Whereas the clamour iately raised
xgainst patronage has been wdastrionsiy swel-
ied by clergsmen who came :nto the Chureh in
that way, aad who stiil retua her livings.”
(Laughter.) These words appeared to him 0.
bave the ring of the true metal in them. (In-
creased laughter.) Whateverotkers mightthink,
ke thougbt that, according to bis old-fashioned
morality. by accepung a presentation. he ho-
mologaied the constitntion of the Church as it

" then stood,and be afirmed. notwithstanding the
Tajonty, were densounced as denying the head-
ship of Christ, and of baving cotered into 8 °

g all this miscrable time, 2 weediog process -

w®as going oa in thewr congregatioas, nad many

of their most valued and respectable members |

were secking in other communions a baven of
rest, declaring tney couid not continue members
of & Church whose ofSce-bearcrs habitually
et in their Courts, their Presbyteries, their Sy-
sods, and this Assembly arrayed like two hostile
armies, aod where be himself had witnessed
scenes of violenco bardly surpassed ina French
Revolutionary Chamber. The stats of ihe
coantry at that sad period could not be better
described than in the words of the greatest man
%ho left them in 1843, « All the waters of the
land bave become like the waters of Mamab
-Had sny man a few veass ago said, * Whay is
the condition of your Charch 7 ke sboanld have
been bappy to have answered, ~ Well, consider-
ing the great tnals ont of which we bave come.
o3 Charch has wonderfally progpered.” For
thty were 2 united body, and beerase they wese
a anited body they had been able 10 doa work
vizmescy and love inbuildiag the wasie piaces of
e land, which, when they bad all their people
atther back. they bad faiied o accomplish.

allegations they bad beard to the contrary, that
of the very foundation of the Church of Scot-
land a5 2o esteblishment patronage had been a
patt, and it was &n cssential past of her consti-
tutign. (Uear, hear ) Such was tbe state of
aflairs in the end of iast centary.  The terrible
evenls which cosued wflucaced the votes and
tamed the psssions of men, and for a loag peri-
04 they hrd a great calm. It was not ull 1827
that any new altempt was made o disiurd therr
system. There was an anccdote connecied with
an overture which came up that vear which ke
thougbi nat waworthy of menuon. Awm Hon.
Barones, who, a8 a mizister, had so long ndora-

. ¢d the Church of Scotland, was sitting near the

Clerk when the latter ®as reading the overture
in question. He (Dr. Bisset) happened 10 be
silting beside S:r Henry, who by that time bad
losi bis former scuteness of beating, and scemed
for a litte somewhat hstless. At last, the word
# patvonage” struck upon his ear. and turning
sharply to D:. Simpson, be asked, ¥ What, is
that an overtare against patronage? Yea
Sir Heznry., “ Whero from 7™ be asked. ¥ From
the Presbytery of so and so. - A very foolish
Presbytery indeed,” he obrested. Langhter.)
The conclusion of the water was tha ke oves-
inte was pul brlow the table and never more
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heard of. He was a grand leader that, and kept
the Assembly in famous discipline. Had he
been spared to them, many things which bad
happened would not have happened, for like the
faithful Abrakam, he would bave commanded
his children atd his bousehold to keep the way
of the Lord. (Laughter.) Soon after this
came the political convulsion of 1832,

r- to its very depth; whatever was esta-
blizhed was supposed to be wrong, and re-
q.'red to be reformed, and the tables of Parlia-

e nt groaned under petitions for the abolition |

of patronege. Alluding to o Parlinmemary
Patropage Committee and to its report, Dr.
Bisset observed that many distinguished clergy-

men and the lay representatives of our burghs

were deeply impressed with the idea that, as
the civil franchise had been so0 greatly extend-

ed, it was sbsolutely necessary to bring the .

Church into 2 condition ¢f barmony. It wes
an ides of that kind thatoverthrew the natural-

s Conservative mind of the noble Dr. Chal- -

mers, whose great name led many to adopt his
opinions. Were it not that he was afraid of
detainiug the house, he would like to tell a
story which no otter man but himself knew,
as to how that great man was trepanned.
(Cries of ¥ Go on.”) In 1841, before he left
home, he had been visiting Haddo House.

point when you reach Edinburgh of seeing Dr.
Chalmers, and tell him from me thateverything
as to endowment depends upon the motion
adopted in the Auchterarder case.” Feeling
strongly that the cabinet was wellaffected, but
that 150 volcs in the House of Commons would
turn one tway or other, according to the kind
of motion adopted in that case, he (Dr. Bisset)
promised he would see Dr. Chalmers. Batit

so happened that be was not able to sce Dr. Chal-

ters il he had taken his place in the House
on the morning of the day thai the discussion
wes to goon. He immediately crossed the
room and asked Dr. Chalmers to be kiud conoungh
to speak privately to him. The Doctor was
deeply impressed with /1l he had told him, say-
ing that was his own ides, and that he was re-
solved to very carcful. They separnted. In
ten minutes more, Dr. Chalmers came back and
they went out again.  After a litde discussion
Dr. Chalmers showed bis motion, when he (Dr.
Bisset) said he was dclighted with it, because
it was notin any £ense a violent motion. Well,
he (Dr. Bisset) thounght all was right; but
when they were about to separate, the Doctor
said thst he gave the motion into the hands of
s friend to iick it into shape, as he did not fall -
understand Assembly forms. The motion was
putinto Dr. Chalmers' ha ds, just as ke was
aboat to begio his speech, which in fact was
in conformity with kis own motion; but as was
afterwards said very humorotsiy by the re-
spected father of their friend 2t the table—

4 The whole sting of that motion was in the .

" It was the tail that that great and sin-
gle-minded man Dr Chalmers did not see the
force of. Bat such was the fact—it was
owing o the fact of his own original motioa
notLiating beea taken that that worthy  «was
trepanacd and taken away from t'e Charch
of Scotland. (Hear, hear) He would ade,

when,
from many causes, this country was sur- '

Be- '
fore he lef?, Lord Aberdeeu said, * Make a
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| however, that thoze who went along with
i him were very strongly persuaded that owing
. to the change of the civil constitution, there
! must be a change in the constitution of the
i Church. He thought that that idea had heex
‘ abandoned here till the speech they had beard
bad been made. The two cases were not pa:-
allel. A member of Parliament was chosen t.,
Tepresent the views and advance the worldlh
nterests of his constituents, whilst a minister o
Christ was sent to enforce, to explain, and 1m-
press upon the minds ard consciences of h.<
people the doctrines and the duties of an ste:-
. nal and unchapgeable law, whose sanction:
. went to an unseen world. He hoped the As-
., sembly would be more wise than to take adv.ce
50 fully tendered toit. But if it were insistes
that the analogy should be accepted, then they
, Taust not shrink from carrying it out. Parlia-
meatary constituencies often found they had
mistaken their man, and at the cnd of seven
Fears they got quit of him. (A taugh.) Wer
xhg members of the Assembly to allow thesame
privilege to theirown popular electors? (Hear.
_hear.) There wwas no necessary connection be-
. tween the spiritual office and the life interest in
1 benefices. He did not say the change would
be = good one: but this he affirmed most sirong-
17, that the changes which were hiated at and
propused would not be a final measure—no-
oxght it to be a final measure. Set this stose
8 rolling, and it would not halt till it had react.-
ed the lowest level—a level which had not ez-
tered into the contemplation of these whe
, supported the motion. (Applause.) Whr
. they spoke of having communion-rolls. Ther:
. communion-rolls would bt as withes before
Samson. When they got this new constituencs
their communion rolls would not be kapt pure
people wounld insist on cowing in; i. wonld be
houschold suifrage with the suffrage of poi.
wallopers. (Laughter.) He kaew vary we,
that those who opposcd these motions, 2bz
such like, were said to be distrusting people
and that those who sapported such ticws werr.
par excellence, especiai friends of the people. e
would not allow them to get off with that re.
presentation.  (Hear, hear.) The people ¢«
their parishes were in general not only good
but discriminating azd indulgent judges of tha:
ministers, if they believed them honest, sac
when they had bad sufficient time to form a:
independent judgment. And this he wosld
say, that, if & mioistcr failed in seven years te
secuve the confidence snd the affection of kx
ptople, there was something fatr wrong; and x
al the cnd of that period he was tarned oat, 1.
was beeruse he would deserve 1o lose his place.
Bat what be (Dr. Bisset) did complan of was
that they called npon people to form an impos-
tant and permanent relationship upon hrassar
evidencein mostinstaucesandafter hearing only
t®0 o7 three Sermoas without the people having
itin their power to form an independent jodg-
meat of the highest qualities 1hat ooght to ex-
, et into the maznistenal chamacter. Therefore
he said, that if sach a motioa as that or ans-
thing similar to it were to be sccordiag to the
minds of the House, ey mast be prepared 10
subrert the whole coasitation of the Gharch of
Scotlznd aad let the courtship go on for seven
! Feass before they consammated the espousale.
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(Laoghter.) A great nmount of the speech of | bim by appointing to the vacant parish so and

the Rev. Doctor who opeaed the debste turn-
ed upon the state of matters from 1690 to 1711.

He was well aware that by some these twenty- !

one OF MOTe Years

Dr. Pirte—I never mentioned that part of the
bistory. I omitted it altogether.

Dr. Bissgr—It was, then, the Hon. Msajor
Baillie.
more years were 2 kind of halcyon day in the
history of the Church of Scotland. He had
had it in his puwer, through the kindness of
friends, to look into the very extensive records
of the Chursh of Scotland at that time. He
found there were twenty-three vacant parishes
filled up after many heuts and dissentions : and
in some cases some of these twenty-three parishes
were seven years vacant, the average extent of
the vacancies being three and a-half years.

$0"—a young man in whom he felt a deep in-
terest. And the conclusion of this letter was
that he would be very happy to oblige the
Presbytery in turn upon the first opportuniiy.

. His friend was appointed, but whether the Hua.

Some thought these tweniy-one or °

. Brigh:, & Co.

Now,itwes well known that at the period parish- ©

¢s bad it in their power to purchase the patro-
nage of different parishes of Scotland a: the
sum of 600 merks—that is £33 6s. 8§d.—=zn
amount which was now prid by scores of men
for & siogle animal, Well. how many parisbes
asaiied themselves of this great privilege?
There were three, or at most four. Haditbeen
2 blessiog to these parishes?  Let the prosecu-
sions before the Court of Session, before the
House of Lords, and before the Court of Justi-
ciary for assanlt and bloodshed, answer the
question. He cmphatically denied that the peo-
ple of Scotland scughbt the destruction of ihe
rights of patrons; and he maintained, as he
would show, that this was purely a clerieal
agitation—n clerical agitation from quariess
that had the least of oll » rightor title to speak
upon such a question. (Hear, hear.) Itwoald
be said—% Al:! but thirty odd pounds in 1690
w23 o very large sum, and that it would amount
to & great deal now.”
wounld not avail. for more than £100 wonld in
these days bs gatbered in z single Cburch
w=ithin 113 ¢ity at communion timee. de knew
the father of their respected clerk gave in
list of 2 n.adred parishes; but he (Dr. Bisset)
w5 anxious to judge for humself, and the resalt
of his inquirics was that, so far was the cessa-
tion of the system which prevailed from 1690
all 1711 to be regretted and deplored, it was
sbsolutely cssential to have something like it
10 rescuoe ministers and Presbyteries from the
imputation of intrigue and jobbery. Ministers
bad brothers, and sons, and ncphews : and wives
geacrelly bad brothers. (A laagh.) It was
only pure human aatare that they should consi-
des theraselves entitled to gates belping band
10 bring their own kith and kin forward. (lIo-
creased laughter.) It appeared thst the Pres-
brteries of that time bad not only the collation,
bat the presentation to panishes,  Heritors also
from the long delays breame careless and in-
<iffcrent, and were somcuimes divided: and.
brades, Presbyteries had 1tan their power o
dect clders ad lNibdum appoating ko large
nambder for 2 small parish. Dr. Bisset, as an
illustration of the sFslem, said that there was a
parish which had been some three years vacant

t

That plea, however. |

whea a leiter came to the Presbriest from a -

otighbouring Baronet in the followsag terms :—
¢S Wm. Forbes presents his compl:ments to
Wt Preshriers, sud ther would greatlr oblige

Baronet redeemed his pledge the record -* 4 not
say. Dr. Bisset went on to say that, if i.- - agi-
iation, unbappy as he called it, bad commenced
with the people, it would not have been so dis-
astrous—at least, would not have so cast them
into the confiscating grip of Mill, M‘Laren,
(Laughter.) He maintained
that the people of the country, if they were left
alone withous agitation, bad no desire to en-
croach upon the rights of the pairon. (Hear,
bear.) Those of their pevple who, by their
worth and well-directed industry, bad estatlish-
ed themselves justly in the confidence of their
neighbours, were shrewd coough to see that they
had at present far more indaence in the settie-
ment of & minister than thesr would have under
any more count of noses.  He boped he might
just allude to a cage which was pending among
a part of the family of their roungest daughter
—as fine brick lass she was—(laughter)—snd,
like otber young people, very well pleased to
speak out.  That case bad opened the cyes of
not a few in bis neighbourhood. and throughout
a wide district. A congregation, consisting of
250 people, were trying to setile & minister.
Fiftx of the number were paying members. and
there were 200 of what they might call amatear
members. (A laugh.) Ther nad the privilege
of being members, bat they pawd notiung. The
50 were united ia support 0. a4 man whom they
think a very respectable man; but the 200 were
set, and determinedly set, upon another man,
to whom the 50 thoughbt thex bad suhstantial
grounds of objection. Would any genticman
in that Assembly say that a system of that kind
had any elements of permsncace? These 50
mepo, had they contiouedmembersof the Church
of Scotland, and had gone to any of the patrons
saying that they thought Mr. Se-znw-so would
do very well, and that they should like him
among them, would at all events bave had the
grorads of their opinion invesugated. and their
swishes as a7 =s possible consulted. Would soy
gentleman say that a s¥stem ueder which 50
par and 200 do not pay, and yet fight 1w bring
s man to whom the 50 object, was likely to en~
dure—thas there would be no schism or seces-
sion there? Why, the Assembly would handly
be sarprised that nct only people of that parti-
cular congregation, bat the people of fifty other
congregations round abont, haviog seen sl this
in the peblic prinis, had come to declsre that
they fonnd. afterall, that there were worse things
than patrosage. (Bear, hesr, and isoghter)
Again he repeated, the people of Scotland were
not those who commenced this agitation.
(Hear, hear.) Ther had imaportant securitice at
jresent, which, ander no other system which
he could see, they would have. Patrons wese
the observers. They asied ander the coatrol
of pablic opinion, axd the case to which he
had jost alladed had torned the stomachs of
a6t 1 ‘ew who pez. ps Lad previously been
owerwise inclined.  Abolish tde power of pa-
ron¢, and what woanld follow ® 13 was a por-
fect delasios o imagine that the power wonld
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rest with tho communicants. This agition
came from 8 quarter which was least of all enti-
tled to be heard ot such a question. It was
from the city Presbyteries that it came.
(Hear, hear.) An hon. gentleman ic Par-
liament had mentioned that the propor-
tion of adherents of the Church in Edin-
b irgh was about onc-eighth, Why, that was
jist the alleged number of the adherents of the
Cuurch in Ireland—(laughter)—who were just
at.out to be carried forth to execution. (Renew-
ed laughbter.) He had no wish to shunt the
cities, to put them aside ; but if they proceeded
with Jhis agitation, they would fiod that others
would make that proposition. Their strength
consisted in adhering to the country, and it
was in the country that the strength and pow-
er of the Cburch of Scodand lay. (Hear, bear,
and applause.) He then referred to the paro-
chial collections for a certain charity &s indicat~
ing the strength of the Church of Scotland.
From a return issued only the other day, it ap-
peared that the collection from the parishes
just amonnted to two-thirds of all the receipts
from the rich Episcopsalians, the fast Frees—
§laugbtcr)—the United Presbyterians, the Re-
ermed Presbyterians, the Old Lights, the new
Lights, and ali the other lights. (Laughter.)
That was surely some kind of indication of the
relations in which the Chuarch stood to the
country, for ome of two things must follow,
cither that the people were far more generous
and wealthy, which be did not believe, or they
were far more pumerous, which he did believe.
(Hear, hear.) Headmitted that the proportions
of adherents in the towns, was lamentably small.
That he regretted; but he accounted for it in
this way, that the towns had never had the be-
nefits of the parochial system. They did not
know what it wag, but he hoped somc patriot
would arise and sctit up in its power. It would
be worth the patronage Committeo and all the
other committees. ({Hear, hear) The rev.
doctor then at some length went on to advocate
the parochial system, and the advanlages
which might fairly be expected to accrue from
its cstablishment in towns. He maintained
that patronage bad from the beginning beea a
part of the coanstitation of the Church of Scot-
land-—(a voice, ¥ No.")—and read £n address
of the Gexzoral Assembly to prove his siatement.
Oun all these, and many other grounds, he depre-
cated extremely the preseat agitstion. He believ-
cd that 5 day of peril was at hand, and he did
not think that those who brought forward the
overtures had been very successful in devisiog
the means of averling it. D:. Bisset, after
reading the high character given to the Church
of Scotland by what he called all the greatest
en of the first Reformed Parliament of 1832,
concluded by moving:

Tbat the Geacral Asscmbly are of opinion
that no sufficicat grounds have been showa by

the promoters of the ovestures for suy modif- |

cation or alteration of the iaw of patronage as
the same now exiats and is administered, acd
thst the agitation of the question i3 morcover
specially iacxpedicnt in the prescat circum-
staaces of the Church aad of the country, aad,
therefore, diswmiss the overtares.

The Barl of SsLxixk rose to second the mo-
tion. His address was w0 & large extent inandi-
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ble at the reporters’ seat; but so far as he could
be heard, the following was the substance of
his remarks. He had been in Parliament for
five and thirty years, and he thought be should
be able now to tell something of what would
pass through Parliament, and what would
not pass through Parliament; but before
coming to that point he wished to snbmit thas,
so far as he could make ont the sense of what
had been said by the supporters of the overture.
it was founded on mere sentimental grievances
Asfor whathis friend 2t the table had said abou!
unrestricted patronage, it existed, be believed.
at the time bis friend had allnded to; but since
the Church of Scotland had existed upon any-
thing like its present position, there never had
been anything like unrestricted patronage. Pa-
tronage could, in the first instance, be exercised
only in favour of those who had gove through
s long. trying, and arduous traiming, and ther
had then to bt passed by & Presbytery. The
smallest sllegation against their cbaracter of
conduct was a thorough good ground for ther:
being refused license. Some years ago, a mon-
strous case came before the Assembly from the
Presbytery of Weem. A man had been passed
and licensed by the Presbytery,but one member
of that Presbytery protested against the ac
and brought the case before the General As-
sembly, who at once squashed his license. on
the ground of gross ignorance. Was it to re-
medy that that they wished to bring in popula:
election? The whole of this case against pa-
tronage was an agitation founded upon mereir
sentimenta! grievances. Even supposing thet
bad the power—that it was within their juri:-
diction 2ud ability to introduce popular election.
he would say thatnothing would be more dcleter-
ious to the character of the people tham to s5¢°
them to 5it in irrespoansible judgment upon the
clergymen. They wouldbe madejudgesonamar-
ter in which they bad no means of instractioa.
were they to sit inirresponsible judgment apor
the qualifications of those who were to ministe:
to them. He did not wish to argue with ans
man who did not sce the incvitrbie result of
this. The state of things before the Actof 171!
began was that the patronage was vested
the heritors and clders; and one gentleman had
mentioned a case where o Presbytery added t2
the number of elders for the purpose of outror-
ing the heritors.  Were they prepared, snppose
they had the power to bring back that sys-
tem? What was it that they wisbed? D
they wish to introduce in some way an add:-
tional amount of the popalar clement in the
election of micisters? He toid them, on the
faith of thirty-fire years’ cxperience in the
Housc of Commons, that that was impossible
(* Oh,” and applause.) He told them that
Parliament would oever grant sach & thing—
least of a¥l now. He kaew that at the tame
that Lord Aberdeen's Act passed it went as
fast in that direction as Patliament conld pos-
siblr be got 1o go; and even it was with difd-
culty that it had passed. He was afraid that
mach of ihe want of success of that Awt
was 10 be attributed to the regular and ua-
cerixin action of the Church Courts. His
Liordship thea went oz to Say that not sioco the
time of the Distaption in 1843 he had ever felt
wore apprebension with regard to the futare 6
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the Church,
they might bring iz a bill, but why was to tell
them how this il would come out. (Laughter
and applause ) Bills bhad frequently bheen

|

broughit into the House of Commons, but they -

did not often come out in the same shape in
which they had been introduced.
and applanse.) He weas wmuch obliged to his
rev. friend opposite (Dr. Pirie) for putting this
question on one point upon its true ground.
What they were asked todo was to mnake a long
stride in the direction of democracy. They were
10 go as far as they could to please the Demo-
crats of the country.
ment bad they as an Established Church to do
that. Let them cast their eyes outside that
building and look at the state of Edinburgh—
look at the state they were in with regard to

(Laughter -
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Tley might go to Parliament and 1 of this Assemblr, but who is now no more

among us—I mean Dr James Robertson—I had
the huppiness to act with him on these grounds,
but I think the issue that is now placed before
you wa3s one which at that time very few would
have dared to put. Jt was then thought quite
possible— as I still think it possible—that pa-
tropage may subsist, and that the rights—1ihe full
rights—ofour Christian congregations may be re-
cognised. (Applause.) It appears to me, Sir, that
this is a question for compromise—a question to
be approached in a conciliatory spirit on both

, sides, and if possible to be compromised. I

Now, what encourage- .

t

the City charges—Ilook at the concessions that

had been made for the sake of peace upon the
part of ihe Church—(hear, hear)—and look at

the way in which those concessions had been

accepted. and the peace which they had gained
by it, and the good faith wit': which the other
belf of the bargain had been observed. (Hear
uear, and applause.) He feared that he bad
gone on too long—(no, no)—but, feeling the

- policy.

question deeply, and feeling that they stoed

gpon the brink of & precipice, he did not wish

0 jump over the parapet without looking to :

what the consequences might be.  If in the in-
scrutable degrees of Providencs the days of
their Church were numbered, if their Church

was 10 become & thing of the past, if she was -
to stand along with the churches of Ephesus, -

Smyra, Pergnmos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadel-

phia, and Lacdicea, e would rather that she .

21l with a front to the encmy than be stabbed

by .he assassin, but least of all, from an actof -

suicide. (Applause.)

Principal Triroce—Modemtor, I must, first
of sli, express the feelings of great embarmass-
ment with which onc approaches the discussion
of a question which is obviously of very grave
and vital moment to the Church. Tdon’tknow.
indced—and cspecially in view of the speeches

which we bave heard on the respective sides |

i
!

1

~tbat our Church for long, at least, has oc- ¢
capied 2 more grave position than she does this

day 1 and, in so far as I am concerned, I should
bare been more than bappy counld I have adopt-
td tither of the motions which have been laid
on your table. Itis perfectly clear that the is-
see which bas been placed before this Assembly
13 the old broad issuc of popalar clection and
patronage—(hear, hear>—and on this subject,
a5 on many others in these times, I have the
misfortune not to beiong to cither of these ex-
tremes. T bave always been a Liberal, bnt 1
have always been, and still remain, a Liberal of
the old school. (Applause.) I am not in fa-
voar of the abolition of patronage, and 1 shall
t2ke means by-and-by to show why I think the
sholition of patronsge would be & great disaster
to the Church of Scotiand. Bat I have always
been i favour—and on wany previons ocensi-
ons I bave had the opportunity of showing this
freling—of popular interests, and the recogni-
tion of popular or congregationsi rights in the

! rate party of the eighteeath century.

cannot think that there are any here who would
mair ain for 28 moment that there is any Divine
right of popular election : nor can I think that
there are any here who would meintain that
there is any Divine right in lay patronage.
Dr. Pirie disclaimed the former view, and Dr.
Bisset, although ke took up very strong ground,
did not maintain the latter view, He maintain-
ed that patronage has always been an important
and fundamentnl element of our ecclesiasticnl
I believe with him that patronage has
been for the most part an element of our cccle-
siastical policy, but T don't admit with him
that patronage is either an essential or a vital
clement of that poli~y. (Applasse) I do not
think it i¢ possible, in the riew of the history ot
the Churchto bold such an opinion. Undoubted-
1¥, at least ever since the struggles of the seven-
teenth century, there has been a party, as there
is still a party in our Church, who have protest-
ed against patronage as an intolerable evil and
a bondage. On the other hand, there has al-
ways been & party in our Church strongly in
favour of patronage. This party, it is well
known, daring the last century had the as

cendancy in the Chureh, and for many o year
controlled and governed it. 1 cawonot claim

! to belong to that party, but T am one of those

who hare always recognised the great sbility,
the great sagacity and influcnce, of the mode-
Isympa-
thise not in the least with those who ventare to
speak of the eighteenth century as 2 period of
darkness in the history of our Church. This
party, T think, ia past times have mzde great
mistakes: and I think that in present times
they have made great mistakes, and they never
made greater mistskes than during the past few

. years—mistakes arising out of their incapacity

10 appreciate the real forces which are woving
public opinions. I was grieved to he separated
# few vears ago from many I would wish toact
along with in reference to ccclesiastical matters,
and ia that case, I belicve, the Moderate party
were untrue to their real principles and real
mission. Yet I would recognise now, as I ai-
ways recognised, that this party is a realls
honest, able, and sincerels patriotic party, hav-
ing the interests of the Church and the Christian
wellbeing of our country most honestly at heart.
This pariy have always believead that patronage
is an important part of oar constitution. They
have always been keen supporters of it We
have scen—and al! of us will acknowledge—
the sbility which one of the most eminent of
that party has to-day maintained that ground.

election of ministers—(hear, hear)—andon many | We bave listened withpleasure 1o the adwmirable,

occasions, in concert with ont whose ccansels
were of greatservicein guiding the deliberations

l

and in many respscts noble, address which has
been made by Dr. Bisset, who, I shouid
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hope, although bhe bhas said be may not
have any more opportunities of addressing
the House, may be long spared to give us the
benefit of his counselz, bis wisdom and modera-
tion. (Applause.) Still while his party are
keeg supporters of patronage, it is jmpossible
{15 them to take up the position any longer of
advocating absolute patronage iu any shape.
(Hear, hear.) It iz impossible for them to do
this, if for no other reason than that the Scotch
Benefices Act is now the law under which we
act; aud sbsolute patronage has ceased to be,
under this Act, the law of the Church and the
law of the land ; and, to do that party justice,
1 must say that many of them, although oppos-
ed toit, have always aimed to carry out the
spirit of the Act impartially and as favourably
as they could to the interest of the people.
Well, Sir, it is impossible, I say, that they can
take up the ground of absolute patronage.
The position, then, is this—and it appears to
me to be a practical position—by what possi-
ble system are we to secure the form of the
existing law of patronage, and still secure the
Christian rights of our people. The Scotch Be-
nefices Act was meant to secure this; and if it
had been successful, this discussion would not
have arisen. It must be admitted that the
Scotch Benefices Act has failed in some degree;
and ] think in some respects it deserved to
fail. Itcontaing clements of weakness which 1
fear are insuperable. It bas been found, after
meny trials, impossible to reduce it 1o some
consistent harmonious mode of action. And
although it may be true, as his Lordship has
said, that the cause of this has no doubt been
oat own inconsistent deliverances, still it must
be admitted that this inconsistency bas arisen
out of a radical inconsistency, insome degree,
inthe Act itself, the result of the feeling thatthe
Act bas failed in the present movement. I shail
not now advert to some of the secret springs of
this movement. It has springs, some of them
sufficiently dark, which I mey advert to before
1 close, but in the meantime I wish to point
out why itis I am prepared to recognize
that this mov-ment is & solid movement,
which you cangot hope to meet by a mere
policy of resistance, as suggested in the
motion by Dr. Bisset. I ventared, I confess, at
the first 10 doubt whether this movement pos-
gessed that character. I bad very much the
opinion of it expressed by the Earl of Selkirk
and others. It appeared to me for & long time
to be in great pary, if not entirely, & merely
clerical movement, and I was not sorry at the
motion which was carried last year on the sub-
jeet. In fact, very likely, with the fecling 1
then bad, I would have supported the mo-
tion, fecling then both that the movemrent was
mainly clerical, and feeling, moreover, that the
report which the committee bad brought up was
of a singularly feeble and imperfect character.
1t is very evident, however, that the movcment
has grown—L1hat notwithstanding you repelled
it,' it continues to gatber force. Well, the trac

policy ia all such passes appears to we to meet .

a movement of this kind intelligently , to try
to aunderstand it, to sce what it wants,
what it means, and how the object which it bas
in riew moay possibly be sccared in consistency
with otker interests we all think important. I
confesslsecnngoodinany other polics than this.
To the mere policy of resistance, as op-
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posed t0 a policy of aggressior, may be traced
some of the worst things which have befallen
the Church. The Disruption itself appears to
me to bave sprung up very much of our intol-
erance of each other—-of our determination
not to understand the real principles moring
each other—of our tendency to ruam into ex-
treme parties, and denouncing each other as
attacking the interests of the Church. My
idea of the Church is that it should embrace, on
some basis of practical compromise, all parties
who can possibly work together with the com-
mou object of promoting the Christian well-
being of our common couniry. (Applause.)
And if I bave ever used severe launguage, as
sometimes I may have done, in speaking of the
doings of others, it bas not beenin the least de-
gree on account of their principles or their
views. Ua the coatrary, 1 should be sorry it
such principles and views no longer had a place
in the Church; but it has been on account of
the bitter intolerance with which these parties
have assailed principles which differ from tieir
own. Of course, I admit that there must ve a
limit to this policy of compromise in all direc-
tions. When the question is really a viial one,
involving the interests of what we consider the
ruth—although these interests are much jarger
than many people fancy—1I do not say that the
policy of compromise which I advocate is to be
carried out. But,as Ihave set out with sayug,
there is no one who can pretend that the ques-
tion of patronage or of popular election is such
a question—a question involving in any degree
the interests of truth which we all prize. [t
appears to me that the right policy is not 1o
wmeet the present movement with mere negative

, resistance. It will only return upon you with

greater force if you do this. It mny be that I
as well as Dr. Bisset and the Earl of Selkirk
do not think this movement in some respects s
very wise one. It may be that Iregret that
this movement has taken place, especially, I
will venture tu say, I do not think it wise with
reference to much that has been said in its be-
half. I wish I could accept the speech of my
rev. friend to-day, but it appeared to me in
some respecis to take up s hazardous and das-
gerous ground, on which I caonot stand. L
will also add that there have been speeches
made in Glasgow, of which much has beea
thought, I aw told, in certain quarters, that ap-
pear to me to mictake the spirit in which this
movament oughbt to be conducted—speeches
which raise the old watchwords of Evangelical
and Moderate; and whenever 1 hear a man
mention these words in connection with a
movetient like this, I understand the intelli-
gence, or rather lack of intelligence—(laugh-
ter)—and of apprchension with which hec has
studied the distory of the Church. (Laughter
and applause.) Still, while ] may doubt the
the wisdom of this movement, and while ] may
see very many of the bmzards which it involves,
1 am not prepared to defend againstit the exist-
ing law of patronage. I cannot doso it consis-
tency withthe principles] haveaiwayschensted,
and in consistency with what I think the grav:-
ty of the occasion. I think it possibie that a
better system than we now bave may be devised
for remedying the abuses which spnng up un-
der the 1aw of patronage, I know there are mea.
very compeient to advise our Church who sre
occapying high places 1w the land, and whoe
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ought to occupy high places bere, if (a'y we
would open our doors a little to admit them—
1 know there are men whose hearts ave moved
in this question—who are willing to help the
Church in it, and whose long experience of
statesmanship might sid us in devising some
means by which this popular feeling as to the
right of our people in the election of their min-
isters should be secured, and secured if pos-
sible without the subversion of patronage. I
confess | should be sorry to see patronage abo-
lished ; T should be sorry at least to allow the
old connection between the territorial interests
of the country and the nomination of the paro-
chial clergy to be destroyed. It is not perbaps
~1 shall take the liberty of saying it in no spi-
rit of contempt, but really expressing what [
feel—it i3 not so much becaunse I value those
terriwcrial interests in some respects themselves.
That a mun may possess land does not make
that man estimable in my opinion. Nor do I
thiok, with all deference, that many who repre-
seat the territorial interests of our country have
been consulting their owa interests of late in
much they have been doing with reference to the
Church of Scotland. (Applavse.) I could say
much upon this subject, but I forbear. 1 think
they will perhaps find some day that it is to
their own fearful peril and hurt they have cater-
ed on the course on whict they have entered of
alienating themselves from the religious feclings
of the great commona’ty of the country. (Ap-
plavse.} But [ prize the territorinl interests for
two reasons. I prize them, first of all, because
it appears to wme that, after all that has taken
place, they are still identified, npon the whole,
with the higher interests of culture, though the
day may come when it will not be so. I would
Ye sorry if the Church were to be alienated from
«acse higher interests.  Secondly, it appears to
wme that a Church professing to be pational can-
not subsist without come connection wita the
territorial interests of the country. It scems
to wme all but impossible to work out & national
Ghurch, from which a great proportion of the
country is aiienated. I therefore deprecate the
abolition of patronage—if patronage can be
maintained, and yet it is only as a last extre-
mity—we may have to come to the extremity,
bat it is only in the very last extremity~that
we should take up this idea, that it is imvessible

any longer to preserve patropage, and certainly |

1 cannot, after the expressions of opinion which
bave taken place in this House this day, think
that we have neacly come as yet to this posi-

tion. I canaotthink that we have nearlycome, !
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even among ourselves. to the recognition of this
fuct, that we can no longer, consistently with
the well-bring and prosgerity of the Church,
maintain a system which has existed for at least
150 years. Itis on snch views as these that
the motion which I will take the opportunity
of submitting to the house is founded. Before
I sit down I will only say a woird or two io re-
ference to the character of this movement. My
earnest hope is that goud may come out of this
movement. (Hear, bear.) But it is difficult to
foretell the issue of any such business. 1see evils
which may come from it. 1 cannot applaud,
[ cannot much approve some ot the influences
which have been at work behindhand in this
matter, I know that it is the desire and expecta-
tion of not & few that if the question of patron-
age in our Church were only settled according
10 their views, that meny who bave left the
Church, and for long most bitterly reviled 1,
may return.  Such a return, I should say, took-
ing at it by itself, would be a consummation I
should greatly hail. (Applause.) And it might
come about. [ am notone of those who have
been toucking these secret springs, and [ can-
not tell on what those expectations may be
founded. May I utier a warning to these very
clever gentlemen who are playing 1n the dark
—rvith that strange love for darkness which has
so often distinguished ecclesiastics—npon che
divisions aud disappuintments of other parties—
to take care what they are doing. It is a
pleasant excitement to move secret springs, but
they may find it a very dangerous excitement.
They may spring a minc upon themselves.
Union is ¢ Llessed thing. God knows how good
it is for brethren to dwe.l together in unity.
But union will prove no blessing which merely
comes from ungencrous policy, from baffled
ambition, aud from political sources. Movements
for Union which at the same time are move-
ments for separation arc hazardous experiments

" —movements for union which, while they look
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! with one eye, an eye of friendship, towards
' those whom they wish to embrace, look with
' another and evil eye towards those whom they

wish to crush. XNo blessing will come from
such movements, but the curse and wrath of the
Lord upon all ovil. (Applause) Christian
union which is worth the nsme must be tke
anion of Christian enligitenment, Christian
honour, and Christian character, and not 2
mere accidental coincidence of seifish party in-
terests. (Loud and prolongel spplause.)

(To be conlinucd.)

Tliscellancons.

CHURCH PATRONAGE.
(From the Glasgow Herald )

The Presbyteries of the Church of Scotland
are again busy with the ever-recurring questivn
of Charch Patronage; and overtures to the

General  Assembly against the system are |

being adopted by many of them. In theory
Church Patronage is as much opposed to this
wodern spirit as anything can well be. It ns-
suraes that o patron who may not be 2 member
of the Church of Scotlang at all—but who mar
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be an Episcopalian, & Romaa Catholic, & Voloa-
tary, 2 Quaker, or even an Infidel—is better fit-
ted to appoint a spiritual instructor to & parish
than the people to beinstracted,and who are thu -
doumed to sit it oay be for 2 Lifetime ander the
ministrations of the intruded pastor. The
presentee may be guite unsuited to the congrega-
tion, or the congregation msy be uasailed to
him, but the patronage theory takes no circum-
stance of this kind into account, but simply
says—r* Yon, the parishioners, are incapable of



264

choosing for yourselves, incapable of knowing
what iz for your spiritnal benefit, and are bound
to sceept the choice of the laird.”

One can easily understand that at a certain
period in the history of the Church, when the

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

2d a principle and rat:fied it by enactment, which
made the right of the patron an anomaly both
jn fact and in logic. That principle was. tbat
the people bad something to say in the choice
of a clergyman-—that is, they could bring for-
ward objections to the selection of the patron,

feudal relations between the patron and the

parishioners were still in active operation, there g
wounld be no very great hardship in practically
carrying out this theory, as we have put it
purposely, in the most offensive form. At that .
time the patron was invariably a member of the '

which, if held valid by the Church, would be
sustained. Now this in substance admitted
the privilege of popalar election, and was theo-
retically subversive of the ancient right of the
patron. Practically the opcration of the Act

Established Church, much respected by the
people, and his decision quite unlikely to be
questioned. Bat all this has passed away, and
the dictum of lairds no longer carries the
sort of mystical weight with it which it did in
these good old times. The laity of the Church
of Scotland bas increased in intelligence, and
still more in importance and influence; while
the Church itself has extended beyond the
bounds ofits origioal establishment, and contains
within it numerous charges where the election
of the minister is, both in theory and practice,
as free as in any of the Dissenting Churches.
The law of Patronage itself has been quietly
and silently modified by the patrons themselves,

many of whom have practically left the presen- |
, an illustration of its evil tendencies in this

tation in the bands of congregations whenever
they exhibit anything like unanimity. Others

bas been to obscu.s the positiv.. which it was
meant the two parties in the settlement should
occupy to eachother, for while in twenty-seven
cases presentees have been inducted iu opposi-
tion to the objectors, in ninetcen casgs the
patron has been defeated. On the other hand,
it has undoubtedly embittered the feelings of
the people sagainst that repulsive theory of
Patronage to which we have referred, and
which mast c¢ver remain while Patronage
exists, as the element which offends the
conscience. We say pothing at present of
the bardship and mental pain which a
contested presentation under the Act en-
tails upon the presentec. Nearly every one
of the 46 cases of objection has furnisted

direction, and ought to furnish, as we believe it

. does, s clamant reason for clergymen wishing
j to see the uncertainties of the present law
swept away, and a better system introdaced.

choose from & gelect leet presented by the con-
gregation, and otbers again have been so dis-
riminating in their selections that discord was

hardly possible. It may, perhaps, be a bold
thing to say that, as a general rule,the people
of the Church of Scotland have, in fact, nearly
&3 little to complain of with regard to freedom
of choice as the other Presbyterian Churches,
but we believe it does not fat exceed the truth,
As Xr. Charteris pointed out on Wednesday last,
in ore-half of the whole charges there is almost

entire freedom, and in the other half, witha few ,

exceptions which the scandal of contests have
made notorious, tue Patronage is so judiciously
sdministered that the people are satisfied, or, at
least, make no dissatisfed movements. Does
not a species of Patronage exist in Charches

where theoretically the right of selection is vest-

ed in the laity 7 Every one kpows that it does,
and it iz not the less offensive because it is ex-
erciged in an underband, shuffling manner, by
brow-heating, coaxing, and wheedling infla-
ences.

The troth is, it is the theory of Patronage
wbhich we have explained, and not the thing it-

self in its practical working, which so galls the |

the oonsciences of the laity of the Established

Church ; and it is more upon this ground, than |
from the cvils that at present flow from it, that |
we wonld urge its abolition. Lord Aberdeen's

Act was an attempt to modify the power of the

What are the objections offered to the aboli-
tion of Patronage as it exists at present? So
far as we can see, they are not very well defined,
but scem to be all packed into the old adage,
Quieta non movere—Do not disturb things at
rest. Like all otber maxims, this is often
quitc as unsafe to follow as to neglect. itis
certain that the question of Patronage will not
rest as long as theory of spiritual control which
it involves offends the moral sense of the mem.
bers of the Charch., Itisall very well tosay,
 Consider the evils which an agitatior. of this
kind has produced in bygone days, and give us
peace. Parliament will not give us relief, and
what, then, are weto do? Are we to havean-
other disruption, as disastrous as thc last?”
As ifsealing up & running svre were the way to
mend ,t. It strikes us that the safety of the
Charch of Scotland lies in the firm and temper-
ate discussion of this subject till the evil is am-
ended in some sach way as that proposed in the
original motion of Nr. Charteric—a proposition
which would insure a popnlar settlement, and
at the same time preserve us from the half-hid-
dep arts of Patronage, to which we have refer-
red, as practised ia other Churches. The Charch
WAS naver in A better position to discuss it, be-
cau%, as we havestated, the yoke of Patronage

patron, and we observe that Mr. Cbarteris, in., is lightly exercised, and does not form an un-

his able speech in the Glasgow Presbytery, has |
a good word for it, on the ground that it was |
tho anly thing that could be done while the in- |
itiative in & scttlement Iay with thewpatron. :
Possibly e is right, but it seems to us that this |
much-abused Act bas contributed more tobring |
Patronage inty disrepute, snd make it rankle |

bearable practical grievance,and also becaase
since 1843 a spirit of healtby liberalism and
toleration has beeu largely cultivated both
gmong clergy aud laity. As to the timorcas
saggestion that Parliament may be indoced to
touch Bndowment if we ask it to toach Patro-
nsge, it is scarcely worth notice, for we may

in tke minds of the Inity, than all the arguments | confidently assert that there is no ceclesisstical
that have been urged sgaingt the system since | establishment on earth that has less to fesr from
the days of Andrew Mclville. The framers of narigid scrutiny of its endowments tbsn the
the Act no doubt meant wali, but they concud- | Church of Scotland.



