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RELIGIOUS CONVERSATION.

There are persong who cherish longings after the performance of some notable
work in the Kingdom of Christ, to whom ordinary and continual cffort in the use
of their conversational powers appears undignified and unnercessary. Christ has
sud, ““let your specch be always with grace seasoned with salt.”  The power of
communicating ideas, brings with it responsibility. Thought is not to be buried
in our own breast ; the tongue, the glory of our frame, is to be consecrated with
all our faculties, to the service of Him on whose lips grace was poured. Out
of Iis fulness we receive. The mere exercise of the tongue, apart from the
thought, is meaningless—a servico that profiteth nothing. Religious thought
clothed in a bhecoming habiliment of words, will draw attention and sometimes
secure homage. Thorny words will tear the flesh, and dagger-pointed words will
wound the heart, but the words of the wisc are a tree of life. 'To cultivaie a
kindliness of speech and embrace ali suitable occasions %o excicise such a gift,
may seeurs in the course of a life, more results to the glory of God, than sylendid
and dazzling displays on great opportunities. Preaching is an ordinance of God,
- and, in the opinion of some, the highest style is attained when the orator can
hold thousands spell-bound by his words, as an earnest man can fix the attention
of his fricnd in the intercourse of the parlour, when some personal or all absord-
ing theme is discussed. Numerous, however, as the trophics of grace may be
through a divine pulpit power, the day we denbt not will reveal that millions have
been brought to the Saviour, through the earuest religious conversation of a be-
Toved father or mether, pastor or christian friend. All have not the power of daz-
zling cloquence, but every heart touched with the live conl of grace, can send
forth a heavenly influence. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.
A dumb christiun is isolated. Ile sends his religion to a hermitage. True re-
ligion, however, is a power to cause the tongue of the dumb to sing. The faintest
murmur of the langunge of Canaan, will awaken in the whispering gallery of o
gracious heart, the ready echo: as the natives of two countries, without the
knowledge of each other’s language, on being introduced as the friends of the
Saviour, are said to have expressed their feclingsin the only two words with which
both were familiar, the one exclaiminrg, hallelujah, the other responding, ameca.
Let brother, then, speak to brother. Let the icy formalism of mere religious
phrases, used without the warmth of heart-feeling, be displaced by the confidence
of Christian intercourse. The communion of saints, is & hallowed privilege
secured by the Redecmaer, in.the constitution of the churches. Genuine Christian
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fellowship will put on this shape ; they spake often one to another. The theme
will possess an interest in common. The heart will glow, the eye will gleam, the
tongue will utter, love. The vein of ore will be struck, which as they follow it, will
disclose the unsearchable riches of Christ. It has been said with truth, ¢ God
often utters his voice by the lips of sume believing companion ; trath we could not
find has been revealed to him, and though we may have used the most promising
means to attain the knowledge we desired—though we went forward, but the Lord
was not there, and backward, but we could not perceive Ilim; yet at last was
some thought expressed—some word spoken, in Christian conversation, which,
like a key, unlocked the mystery, and made darkness light about ws.” The
perplexed diseiples as they journeyed to Emmaus, communicated their thoughts
one to another, on the events of the crucifixion, and were rewarded by the presence
of a mysterious stranger, who gathered up the broken thread of their discourse,
explaining and illustrating til' their hearts burned within them by the way.

Religious conversation is of great value in the correct training of families. The
father ought to embrace every opportunity to counsel his son, on the momentous
question of salvation. The mother should draw out the tender sympathies of her
daughter on the interests of the soul. I know him,” said God of the father of
the faithful, *that he will command his children after him.”” The importance,
therefore, of a right use of the tongue iu the household, can hardly be over-
estimated. First impressions made in the opening spring of life, have remained
in the declining shadows of age. A word may possess the talismaniz power of
touching the heart; that touch may vil..te through eternity. The strong man
that has stood in the heat of battle—that has remained unappalled in the fury of
the storm, has melted into tears at the recolle.tion of youtbful scenes and the
words of a mother. Receiving the Kingdom of God as a little child, su,ygests the
unwavering confidence placed in a parent’s word. What weight, then, belongs
to woids of wisdom ; they mould and move the heart. The tender plant is moved
by the gentlest breath of air, which when grown to a tree, defies the hurricane.
‘We fear that in some families, much damage is done by indiscrimate and injudi-
cious remarks before children, on sermons, ministers, church members, and other
matters connected with religion. The intention may not be bad, but the effect is
often ruinous. Parents perhaps wonder why their children remain worldly and
unbelieving, while probably, they bave themselves sown the sced that yields the
crop.

In personal effort to save souls, religious conversation is a choice agency. What
was the interview of the Redeemer of men with Nicodemus, but a religious con-
versation? The necessity of a new nature was then insisted on; so may it be
with those we strive to win to Christ. The friendly warning and kind invitation
uttered in few words, may save a soul from death, and hide a multitude of sips.
It is well to break through the restraints that often seal the lips. Personal deal-
ing comes more directly to the specialities of cases, than set discourses. The
objections, difficulties, errors and obstacles of a seeking sinner are brought out,
to be encountered and slain at once, in the living intercourse. Ministers will
find that faithful dealing with their people in their own homes, brings a reward
as weil as the pulpit. Nor should the people stand aloof from the pastor, afraid
to speak on the all-absorbing theme of eternal life. Too much courtesy may be
shown to him as a robed official, and too little confidence placed in him as a dis-
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interested friend. Let the ice be broken as soon as possible, and o free expres-
sion given to the subject which presses on the heart. We are not commending
what may be open to the suspicion that it is mere professional talk, but the heart
searching and loving remarks which are words fitly spoken. llow easily and
how cheaply may work be done for the Master. It is not the talk of the lips that
tends only to penury, but the outbreaking of a heart on fire with divire love, that
kindles a sympathetic flame. A single word may arrest, convince, and byjGod’s
blessing, convert a soul. Mr. Nettleton was once passing through a company of
impenitent persons, he stopped and whispered, ¢ efernity,” in the ears of one, and
it sent such a thrill through his soul &s brought him speedily to Christ. Dr.
Tdgar, in a letter on the revival in Ulster, Lrings out a case illustrative of the
importance of religious conversation ; thus he writes,  Being informed by an
elder of the congregation, that a poor woman had fallen on the road, and that,
though she seemed deeply ansious about her soul, her neighbours attributed it to
drink, I went to visit her, and, after crouching into a low hut, the loom and bed
filling the whole room, I found sitting in bed an interesting middle-aged woman,
with deep melancholy on every feature, and heavy at heart, as she said, on account
of her sins.  She had been at no meeting, heard no preaching or words of trath
from press or pulpit. ¢ What, then,” said I, “moved you to think of your sins ?’
“The talk of the neighbours,” she said. “ A right good talk” thought I. ¢“Oh!
there is throughout Ulster just now, & blessed talk of God.”” Revival unseals the
lips and opens the mouth in praise. This places in astrong light before our minds,
the power of the people of God to spread the news of salvation. Conversation,
instead of turning on prices, markets, uts, farms, fashions and neighbours,
might take a heavenward direction. ** 0 Lord, thy saints shal’ bless thee. They
shall speak of the glory of thy Kinzdum, and talk of thy power : to make known to
the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty ct his Kingdom.” The
Master does not rebuke his disciples, when they ery—* Blessed be the King that
conmeth in the name of the Lord : peace in heaven, and glory in the highest:”” but
says, ““if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.”

THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE.

The day of special p.ayer for our beloved School of the Prophets deserves more
than an official notice in the columns of our magazine. These periodical days of
special prayer are liable to a two-fold abuse. We entirely lose their benefit,
when we observe them by proay ; <. ¢., when we leave the matter with the pastor,
to be duly and officially discharged. It is to be feared that there is no prayer
offered, in the hearing of others, that is so little the prayer of the people, 2s the
chief act of devotion, in our ordinary Sabbath services. This need not, and
should not be; but so we believe it is, in a large majority of our religious assem-
blies. Let us not suppose that we have discharged our duty in reference to this
day of prayer for the Theological Institute, by adding our silent ““amen’ to the
pastor’s supplication in its behalf. A time should be sef apart in every congre-
gation, fur the people to stir up their hearts and take hold of the Lord in these
intercessory devotions. As many should take part in the prayer meeting as
possible. For the sake of affording opportunity to the many, brethren should be
particularly mindful of the admonition, (at all times seasonable) to be skort; and
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in order that they may be very short, let every onoe confine hiinself, to the specéal
object. It is better that petition after petition should arise, substantially repefitions,
50 long as they are offered by different supplicants, than that the thoughts, and
desires of the assembly should be diverted from the Theological Institute and its
relaticn to the kingdom of Christ.  Such speciality of petition, so far from rend-
ering the service monotonous, would, if rightly conducted, impart peculiar fresh-
ness and fervour to the exercises. The theme is by no means narrow : it is one
of vast compaes. The physical, mental and spiritual requirements of the students
ars great; the responsibilities of their instructors are overwhelmingly great ; the
influence for good or evil, that a class so large as the present, must exert on the
churches of Christ, if peritted to entc~ the ministry, is incalenlable! The tone
and character of the churches, the efliciency of the gospel in our land, are instru-
mentally dependent, chiefly on this school of prophets. Two or three years agos
anxicty was felt on account of the smallness of the class of young brethren devot-
ing themselves to the ministry. Farnest prayer was oflered to the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth more labourers. 'That prayer is Leing abund-
antly answered, and the committee are constrained to meet another difficulty,
arising from the large increase in the number of students, and of applicants for
admission. The funds are inadequate. An increase of contributions from the
churches, to the extent of 50 per cent. upen last year’s subscriptions is indispen-
sable, to mect the prospective liabilitics of the session about to commence: brethren
let us pray in this behalf. * Ask and ye shall receive.” Let the churches take
this burden to the throne of grace, in their own behalf; for the committee’s re-
sponsibilities are thetrs ; and in this matter, the committee have to refer to their
brethren who have appointed them. They need our deep and hearty sympathy,
at the throne of grace. Inadmitting young men, they have to assume very heavy
responsibility : and no less in declining such applications. Yo turn aside a well
qualified applicant, might be a virtual rejection of one of Christ’s choicest gifts to
IIis church. TPrey have not ventured to incur such responsibility, even thongh
the requisite funds were wanting. Mitherto they have esercised faith in Gud,
and his people. Let us, one and all, sustain their hands, by our fervent prazers
and liberal contributions; fur where the furmer are sincere, the latter will not Le
lacking.

Let Pastors and churches beware of another possible abuse of the annual day of
prayer; viz., the doing up of « year’s prayers in this bekalf, in onc day. The In.
stitute should be continually in remembrance hefore the Lord.  There is peculiar
propriety in the observance of ¢4 day appuinted, inasmuch as on the following
Wednesday the next session is opened; and by observing the previous Sabbath
as a season of special prayer for the classes about resuming their studies, the
churches throughout the land, are brought to participate in the commencement
exercises. Itis very desiralle that on such occasions, appropriate discourses
should be delivered, setting forth, among other themes, the claims of Christ upon
the sanctified talents of His people, and of young men especially, for the work of
“publishing the glad tidings of the Kingdom.” A valuable opportunity is thus
afforded the pastor, for presenting with special effect, various truths which are
gomewhat out of the ordinary line of pulpit instruction. With tlese friendly
hints, swe would earnestly commend the sccond Sabbath of October as a day of

special prayer for our Institute. E
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& DAY OF THANKSGIVING.

1is Excellency the Governor General has issued a proclamation as follows:

¢ Wheveas it has pleased Almighty God, in His Great Goodness to vouchsafe unte
Qur Peovince of Canada. the blessings of an abundant Harvest;  We, therefure, ador
ing the Divine Goodness, and duly considering that the blessings of Peace awl Plenty
now enjoyed by Our people in the said Province, do call for public and solemn ac-
kuowledgments, have thought fit by and with the advice of Our Exceutive Council of
Uur Proviace of Canada, to issue this Proclamation hereby appointing that a Geuneral
Huiiduy and Day of Thanssgiving to Almighty God for these His Mercies L2 observed
throughout Cur said Province of Canada, on Thursday, the third day of .Navember
next, and We do carnestly exhort all Our loving suhjects therein, that they do observe
the said Public Day of Thankegiving.”

This will secure an opportunity, fervently desired by many, of recording their
sense of obligation to the Giver of every good and perfect gift. The kindness of
the Almighty has been strikingly shown daring the past year, in disappointirg
the fears, and exceeding the expectations of men. Rain from heaven und fruit-
ful seasons are at all times witnesses for (God; how much more ought we to feel
the foree of the testimony, when God erowns the year with his goodness, after
times of depression. The reviving hopes and brightening future of the country,
may well induce a thankful spirit. “Oh that men would praise the Lord for his
goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men.” Peace and plenty
are two short words, hut they are full of meaning, and express a state of privilege
and enjoyment in a community, requiring, when really enjoyed, homage to the
Eternal, whose arm is a shield of defence, and whose hand, when opered, is the
source of universal good.

THE ITRISII REVIVAL.
( Extracted from the * British Standurd ™ of Sptember 2nd. 1£52.)

'The Secular Press, hoth in Ireland and in Great Britain, has upon the whole
manifested respeet towards this great spiritual movement. If it has displayed
much ignorance, there has been no great outbreak of impiety. It was, never-
theless, among the Daily Press, reserved for the Morning Advertiser to present un
article worthy of the subject, and reflecting credit on the Metropolis,—an article
dignified and profound, trathful and judicious. When we read it on the day of
its appearance, we gave the eredit of it to an eminent Doctor in Divinity who has
Jjust been to Ireland’; but we see from the Kecord that it is from the powerful pen
of the Editor himself, who, it seems, has paid a visit to the Emerald Isle. The
fullowing is all we can find room for, which will show the estimate formed of
the work by one of the shrewdest men amongst us, and one of the ablest writers
of the day :—

¢ Great misconception prevails in this country as to the nature of those physical
manifestations which in so many cases precede the conversions, It is the general be-
lef among us that these manifestations assume the form of violent hysterical convul-
sinng, in which the parties are wholly unconscious of what they are esperiencing.
There could not be a greater mistake. There is nothing frantic, nothing favatical,
nothing resembling unconsciousness ov insensibility in any of those who are what is
called + affected.” They are struck and fall to the ground, sometimes all at once, but
at other times gradually, and then, instead of uttering wild and incolierent cries, they
simply confess their sins, mostly in tones expressive of the deep distress of miud which
they feel on account of the vivid perception they have of their guilt in the sight of
their Maker, And the confession of sin is always accompanied with supplications for
pardoning mercy, uttered with a profoundly impressive earnestness. The conversions
do not always take place under sermons, but often by some particular text suggesting
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itself to their minds, with irresistible power, as the parties walk along the streets, or
are engaged in their usunl cmployments in the domestic circle, or in the fields. And
then, when one member of a family is converted, it is quite common to see several
other members converted through their counsely and their exemplary couduct.  In thig
way, in many cases, three or four members of a family bave experienced a saving
change, without any of those physical maunifestations of which these who are hostile
to all vital religion have eagerly sought to make such a handle.

«t But the great test of the reality and the worth of any moral or spiritual change
which has been wrought upon the minds and hearts of men, is the effect it produces.
Tried by this test—the only true and proper one —~the yeligious movement in the north
of Ircland must he confessed to be of Divine origin. Nothing but Divine pewer over
could accomplish such complete changes in human character as those whiels we hourly
witnessed.  The drunkard gives up his habits of inebriety; the swearer ceases to take
the name of his Creator in vain ; the man who was nddicted to the utterance of false~
hood speaks truth, and nothing but the truth ; the man who stole steals no more ; and
he who delighted in everything that resembled the savage nature of the tiger, hecomes
gentie and harmless as the lamb.  Husbands who iMl-treated their wives, and ncted un-
naturally towards their children, are suddenly, as if by miraculous agency, transformed
into the best of husbands ani kindest of fathers.  Crime, iz a word, has become com-
paratively unknown. The police-constables hase little or ncthing to do, and the ses-
sions aml nssives—where the offenders against the law are fried, and, if convicted,
punished-—have hardly any cases before them. The aspect of society in the districts
where the progress of the Revivals has been most decided, has indeed undergone so
thoraugh a change that no sne could believe it who has not been a witness of it,-—scen
it with his own eyes, and beard the wonderful things with his own ears,—as the writer
of this has done.  We venture to say that no honest man could personally inguire into
the rise and progress of this amazing movement, without coming t/ the conclucior *hat
it is aione the work of a Divine agency.

 This conviction is forced on the mind from the manifest inadequacy of the human
instrumentalities empioyed. There is nothing intellectually remarkable in the style
uf preaching,~—none of that transcendent claquence which dazales and delighis an
audicnee, aad earries away their judgments captive. On the contrary, the style of
preaching is charactevised by great simplicity. The doctrines dwelt on are the vni-
versal inherent depravity of human nature,—the fearful enormity of sin in general,—
aggravations of each individual’s guilt, the consequent peri} to which all are exposed,
—and the absolute eertainty of utter and irretrievable ruin if they do not repeat and
believe the Gospel.  And, while the lost condition of all is thus pointed out with great
plainness, but with all the earnestness and unction of men who are profoundly impressed
with the terrible importance of the message they ave calied to deliver,—a full, free, an-l
finished salvation for all, even for the guiltiest of the guilty, is pressed on the aceept-
ance of the crowds who assemble in the open air, or in the most commodious buildings
which can be had, to hear the preaching of the Gospel. And so remarkable have been
the effects of this mede of preaching, that one minister belonging to the Free Church
of Scotland, who went to Ireland to witness with his own eyes the wondrous work,
remarked, in the hearing of the writer, within the Inst ten days, that he felt he might
now burn all the sermons he had at home, and which he had so carefully prepared
during many years. And no wonder that the rev. gentleman should have said this,
for he had wi'nessed at Belfast, only a few days before, no fewer than 126 persons
simultancously fall on their knees and supplicate pardoning mercy under a sermon of
this simple but intensely earnest kind, preached by himself.

# 1t is thus that by the ‘foolishness of preaching’ the philosophy of the learned is
put to naught. Never was there afforded a more remarkable ittustration than there is
in the case of these Irish Revivals of the truth of the words of inspiration :—<Xot with
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demounstration of the Spirit and with power.'
All the mighty results which have been produced are so manifestly to be aservibed to
the outpouring of Divine influcuces from on high, that no one can have a doubt on
that point.

« The universality of the movement is not one of its least remarkable features. It
is true, that it has made the greatest progress among the labouring classes, and that,
indeed, was to be expected ; for we are told empbatically that the poor have the Gos-
pel preached to them, and that not mavny rich, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called.  And we know that the Gospel was not only first embraced, but promulgated,
almost exclusively by the poor. But the movement in the North of Ireland has af-
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fected wany in ensy circumstances, while considerable numbers of men of superior in-
telligence,—men ergaged in professional pursuits, including s goodly number of editors
of the Incal journals,—have boen, and avow the fact, the subjects of the Divine influ-
ences which have wronght such marveltous results,  The young are largely partakers
in the blessings which these Revivals bring with them wherever they are witnessed.
Several members of the Cowrt of Aldermen and of the Common Council of London
visiteid, last week, the property of the Ivish Society, consisting solely of members of
the Corporation of London, and they were struek with what they saw of the effects of
this movement among the youths in their excellent institation in Londenderry. Out
of the 300 young men belonging tv that school, no fewer than forty, whose ages varied
from twelve to sixteen, weve found one day on their kneee, in prayer, when the roem
was unexpectedly entered. The oiviking fact was communicated lest week by an
Alderman of the city of London and furmerly one of the most pepular Members of
Parlimnent, whom the writer happened to mect in the North of Treland.

1t may be mentioned, as anvther proof of the extent to which the yourg in Ireland
are aiiecied by this movement, that at all the prayer-meetings which are daily held in
the various localities where the movement has made the most marked progress, .here
is a large proportion of young men and females.  In, for example, the handsome and
comnodions Town-hall of Coleraine, where a crowded prayer-meeting is held every
wmorning at half-past nine o’clock, with the special sanction of the town authorities,
every one must be struck with the number of the young of both sexes who are
present. And a3 the meeting is held at the breakfust hour, for the accommodation of
those engaged in industyial puvsnits, itis most gratifying to see the eagerness and
baste with which the working men and women eat their homely meal, in order that
they may enjoy the happiness of consecrating to public devotion the half-hour to which
the services ave confined.

« It may startle these whe are only imperfectly acquainted with the details of this
marvellous mavement, when it is stated that in Colernine—and probably the same
may be said of other places—there have been more cases of conversion during the last
three months, than there bad been for the previous fifty, perhaps, we should say,
hundred yesrs.

< Liut the question will, no doubt, be asked, how do the cases of conversion, as they
are vegavded, turn out? The question is a very nab.ral ome. 1t is, too, o very im-
portant question, and necessary to be avswered before the true character of the Revi-
vais can be understeod. 1t was among the first questions which the writer asked when
he was in the lgeality inquiring personally into the naturcand exteut of the movement,
Well, then, the friends of religion will be rejuiced to Jearn that, tested by their perma-
neut fruits, these Revivals ave no less remarkadle and gratifying. Out of the great
pumber of conversions which have taken place in Coleraine and its neighbourhood, only
three have turned out badly. And in these three instances the pavties had belonged to
that depraved class which in England are known by the name of ¢ unfortunate females.’
Other three cuses in the same category have turned out all that could be desived. The
partics are thoroughly reformed, and the consistency of their conduet as Christians
might wels put to the blusk many of those who have all their lives long been professors
of the Christian faith.”

Traus=Atlantic Retrogpect,

Excrsxp.—Onece niore an outhreak of hostilities m China—a terrible effusion of
blond, and the prospeet of a new war, under more trying circumstances than either
of the preceding. So far as we are ab present informed, the attack of the Cbinese
seems to have been most unprovoked and treacherous; there is no doubt that
they had in order every preparation, and unfortunately they were too suecessiul,
one-third of the Euglish engaged being either killed or wounded: they were
enwrapped in an ambuseade, and shot dovwn like birds. Of course the news has

roduced great excitement in England, and, as was the case at the outbreak of the
ndian mutiny, the cry for vergeance 1s loud and earnest.

Now, while not disposed for 2 moment to palliate the cruel treachery o1 the
Chinese, we must not forget that our own bands are not clean iu the matter.
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How did the war commence, of which this late conflict is a result? It commenced
on false pretences on our part. If it was not quietly prepared for, and then the
first trifling offence made n casus Uelli, as some aflirm, certainly we were in hot
haste to commence on a very small matter. A nation of Christians, whose pro-
fession is the religion of the Prince of Pence, wo showed ourselves to have little
faith in our principles or in cur Master. And what is this event, which has sent
mourning and sorrow into many English families, but the fuit of the sced we
there sowed—the natural, tf e certain result of our own sin?  And more than that,
there is underlying all, the o.iginal cause of the hostilities with China—that which
is at the bottom of all reasons, and is a fuct which no pretence can hide—the
abominable and wicked Opium traffic; and so long as that is continued—so Jong
as the English government encourage and derive profit from its growth—so long
as they force it upon a reluctant people, g0 long will it be a source of constant
trouble, dificulty and sorrow. Let the opium trade be abolished, and we firmly
helieve that this generation would rot see another confiict with China. A million
of Bibles for China, was the Christian ery a year or jwo back ; yes, let us send
them by all means; but let us also show the Chinese that we believe in it, and
that we are not offering for their aceeptance a book without influence upon eur-
selves—the teachings of whieh are despised, and the principles of which we treas
as a dead Ietter.

The accident to the Gieat Fastern is not without its lesson. The nation has
Leen puffed up beyond measure about this steamer for months past. Such an
amount of sel{-)gloriﬁcation has seldom issued from the British press. Nothing
could happen to her; she was incapable of danger; her safety and success were
among the fixed facts of creation!—and bebold, ca her f st trip an accident
happens, which, in what it might have been, as weil as in what it unhappily was,
proves the vanity and foily of human boastings aud calculations. Well, lct us
hope that those who have to do with the menster ship, will learn some of the
lessons which this sad aceident teaches—lessons of humility, of dependence, and
of prayer. We rejoice in every attempt to facilitate intercourse between the
nations of the earth. We believe that the Jilectric Telegraph and Steam are but
instruments in God’s hands for working out Ifis counsels of love to mankind, and
we would earnestly pray that no sin of pride may interfere to prevent the success
of this the latest development of God’s plan of good to the world.

The Committee of the Iouse of Commons, appointed to enquire into the work-
ing of the Bille monopoly, in view of the expiration of the patent, were not able
to complete their labours, their appeintment having been made so late in the
session ; they therefore simply reported theevidence they had received, and recom-
mended their reappointment next year. After carefully reading over the evidence
of Mr. Spottiswoude, the patentee, we arc constrained to say that no case has been
made out fur a renewal of the patent. Bivles are not cheaper or more aceurate
hecause of the patent, but because it has been to some considerable extent invaded.
‘The Messrs. Bagster, with their beautiful editivns, and several other printers have
clearly violated the patent, but no patentee dared prosecute: the obloquy he would
ineur would be overwhelming. So, also, in the matter of accuracy ; while it is freely
admitted tuat the Oxford and Mr. Spottiswoode’s bibles are now accurate, yet,
competition has produced that also; and the knowledge that inaccuracy would
quickly he detected and lead to loss, has had great eficct. On the whole, the
advantage is decidedly on the side of free trade in bibles. Before the Scotch com-
petition, they were neither cheap nor accurate, and it is not too much to expect
that the effect of throwing the trade open to all would be the ne plus ultra of
both cheapness and accuracy.

We gladly clip the following from the speech of the Governor of the Cape of
Good Hope, on proroguing the Parliament. It will be a relief to the thousands
who feel interested in Mr. Moffat and the Mission in South Africa:
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“7 foel great gratification in Leing able to inform you that the President of the
Transvael Republic has transmitted to me a very satisfactory assurance that no
apprehensions need be entertained of the inhabitants of that State making any
attack on the Kuruman Mission Stations,”

The following may be read in connection.  We think that there will be little
doubt as to who is most worthy of credit, Mr. Moffat or the President of the
Transvaal Republic:

P ue Mission StatioN AT Kuruvan.—The Executive Council have, in a des-
pateh lately addressed to Sir George Grey, disavowed all intention of sending out
any hostile commands against the Mission Station at Kuruman, They charged
the missionaries there, however, with aiding or abetting the native tribes, and
supplying them with ammunition in opposition to the interests of the State. The
venerable Mr. Moffat, in a recent letter, also addressed to Sir George Grey, and
which was published this week, has given the clearest and most satisfactory refu-
tation of this charge that could possibly be desired.”—Cape and Nutul News.

Workise Mex ox Tue Svnpay Crosing or Pusric-ITovses—The sabjoined is
an an extract of the opinions of the working men of Glasgow in answer to the
following queries. 6,722 schedules were received, and the following are the per-
eentage of the affirmative and negative answers, &c;:—

No.

8. No.  Answer.

—

. IIave you found the shutting of the public-houses
on the Sabbath to be an inconvenience?.......... 3030 69-28 33

2. Have you found the shutting of these houses

until seven o’clock morning on weck days to

be an inconvenience 2. i, 23713 7659 ‘28
3. Ilave you fouri the shutting of these houses at

eleven o’clock at night to be an inconvenience ? 23:32 7737 31

4. Do you wish these houses to be open ?

(1) For any part of the Sabbath.......cccceeies 3173 67°37 28
(2) Earlier than seven o’clock morning on

week days foonnnee 23°12° 76426 62
(3) Later than eleven o’clock at night ?....... 2168 77-72 70

5. Would you approve of a still further shortening
of the hours r these houses being open?........ 53:53 4531 1-16
The above tabular statement has Leen laid before the Commission on the Forbes
McKenzie Act.

Tar Disevre 1v THE FrEe Cuurch or Scortaxp.—What is known as ¢ the
Cardross case” is causing much excitement in Seotland. Last year, the Rev. Mr.
Mzemillan, of Cardross, was arraigned before the General Assembly of the Free
Church for drunkenness and immorality, and, notwithstanding his denial of the
charges, and plea that the proceedings were irregular, the Assembly suspended
Lim for a limited time. Mr. Macmillan took a step which chocked the Free
Church—he appealed to the civil courts. The Assembly immediately cailed him
to its bar ; obtained from him the acknowledgment that he had hrought an action
arainst them, and then deposed him from his office and blotted his name from the
roll of pestors.  Nothing daunted, Mr. Macmillan hegan a new action, this time
asking for damages, and the reversal of the sentence of the Assembly. It is the
latter prayer that has caused tha great excitement and wide-spreading polemical
controversy now going on in Scotland.  The Free Church appears in the Court
of Session, but only to plead that, whether it was right or wrong in its proceed-
ings, these proceedings were ecelesiastical in their character, and cannot he sub-
mitted to the review of « civil court ; that this is notoricusly the principle on which
the Free Church is founded and to which Mr. Macemillan had himself avowed
obedience ; and that, therefore, the adjudication of such a matter by the Court
would he an infringement of the toleration granted to British Dissenting Churches.
“The Court of Session,” says Dr. Buchanan, ¢ can no more restore Mr, Muc-
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millan to the office and functions of the Christian ministry, or give him the
spiritual charge of a congregation, that it could make him King of the British
Istes.”” And it is frankly intimated that, in case the Court should resvlve (fol-
lowing the precedent adupted hefore the disruption) to command the Free Church
to reinstate th:ir contumacious minister, such an order must be met now, as then,
with an absolute refusal.

Wesrevanisyt aNp INpEPENDENCY.—In a speech at the recent Conference, the
Rev. W Arthur said :—*“l am indebted to my friend Mr. Osborn for statistics
of a startling character. In our ten Conference towns, we added about thirty per
cent. to the number of our ministers—we had 90 at the former period, from the
year 1834 to 1857,—about 124 now, What is the result? We have there 12,000
less Methodists now than we had then ; 33 more ministers ; 12,000 fewer members !
I know the effects of divisions. (¢ Hear, hear,” and sensation.) I make allowance
for that. But mark the progress of the Independent denomination in London
alone. Between 1840 and 1857, a period less by six years than the one included
above, their chapels increased from 8§ to 171, or about doubled. I need not
mention the growth of the Established Church in large towns, for we all know
that it has been beyond all proportion to our own.

ReLiciovs Errecer oF tHE INprax MeriNies.—Dr. Butler, the superintendent
of the American Methodist Episcopal Chureh at Luckncw, sends to the Walchman
some interesting particulars of the progress of the work of God in India. Ile
says that speaking for the portion of India with which he is associated, he thinks
¢ it is clear that the mutinies have produced in the minds of Englishman resident
in this country a morc determined resolution to sustain Christian missions than
has been felt before.”” As regards the natives, he asserts, “that during the
twelve months, there has been a larger number of the native soldiers converted
to Christianity than in all the preceding thirty year-” “You have doubtless
heard ere now,” he writes, of the movements in the 24th Regiment of Punjaub
Infantry. I think this is the regiment which some time ago sent the deputation
to Lord Clyde, stating they wished to be baptized and become Christians. The
rough old chief is reported to have turned them off, informing them ‘he had not
time to baptize them then ; that they must do the fighting first.”””  In the Mora-
dabad and Bijnour districts there cannot be less than 800 souls who have openly
expressed a desire to be baptized, and have placed themselves under the instruc-
tion and pastoral care of the missionaries.

Dearn orf taE Rev. A. F. Lacroix.—The Putriol announces, with the deepest
regret, the death of this eminent missionary, who after an illness of two moaoths
duration, finished his earthly course at Calcutta on the Sth of July, in the six-
tieth year of his age. llc was the oldest missiow.wry in Northern India, having
gene cut there in connesivn with the Netherlands Missionary Society, in
1821; and seven years afterwards, when that Scciety determined on confining
their operations to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago, and abanduned their
stasion at Chinsurah, Mr. Lacrois—having made himself master of Bengali—ex-
pressed a wish to remain, and joined the London Missionary Society, with the en-
tire approval of the Dutch Committee. 1lis labours were exclusively in the ver-
nacular. Ilis personal religious character was of the highest order, and acquired
universal respect. Ilis large-hearted catholicity led him to seek friendship
and Christian communion with believers, especially missionaries, of various
denominations; and both by example and precept he did much to increase
and maintain the practical union existing between the agents and members of
the several missionary societies in India. His dying interviews with old friends—
as Dr. Duff, Mr. Wenger, M. Wylie, and others—were affecting in the extreme,
and strong men left his room weeping like children, “sorrowing most for the
words that he spoke, that they should see his face no more.” 1is funcral was
the largest which the city of Caleutta has seen for many years; Christians of all
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Churches including the Bishop of Calcutta, Archdeacon Pratt, and numerous
ministers and missionaries, with a large number of the native Christians from the
Society’s stations, gathered around his grave. The Rev. I. Hardman, Chaplain
of the Scotch Church, the Rev. Dr. Dufl, and the Rev. J. Wenger, of the Baptist
Mission, undertock the burial service, reading the Seriptures, aud offering pray-
er in the English and native tongues. Mr. Lacroix leaves a widow and two
daughters in Calcutta; his eldest daughter, Mrs. Mullens being at present in
England.

Ofticinal,

THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE.

DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER.

In accordance with a resolution of the late Anvual Meeting of Subscribers, the
churches are earnestly requested to set apart the Second Sabbath in October as a
day of prayer for the Institute. Pastors will greatly further the cause by preach-
ing appropriate discourses on the occasion.

COLLECTIONS.

In response to & request from the Committee, the assurance has been received
from some of the churches, that ¢heir collections fur the Institute will also be made
on the above named day. If all would as rapidly as possible adopt this arrange-
ment, they would render a very great service to the Institute. Some inconveni-
ence might be felt in the one year in which the change was made ; but afterwards
it would be as easy to collect in October as in any other month ; and—in a well-
regulated church—without, s with, a visit from a collecting agent.

OPENING OF THE SESSION.

The next Session will be opened, D. V., on Wednesday, October 12th, at 74 p.m.
The Address to the Students will be delivered by Rer. 1. Ebbs. The service
will be held in Zion Chapel.

CONTRIBUTIONS.

The following sums have been received since last acknowledgment :
Alton, additionalcv.eeeiviiieiin v i e cerere eeerents sreranes St 00
Montreal, ¢ . .. . 100
Rev. W HL Acciviniininninnn cever ceerranna e 4 00
Brantford, per Rev. . Ebbs, on account.. 1860
Scotland, per Rev. A. Wickson....... .....oe. 13 50
Kelvin ¢ ¢ ¢ 3 50
Burford « “ “ 125
London ¢ ¢ « L 12 65
Southwold “ “oL. . 1200
Zion Chapel, Toronto....coceeeis veiviiviiccee e vestre e e 83 00

ANNUAL KEPORT.
The Annual Report for 18589 will be in the hands of Pastors fur distribution
before Sabbath, 9th QOctober.
. II. Maruiy,
Toronto, September 30th, 1859. Secretury.

Lost Horrs.—Lost wealth may be regained by a course of industry : the wreck
of health repaired by temperance ; furgutten knowledge restored by study ; alien-
ated friendship soothed into furgiveness; even forfeited reputation won back by
Eenitence and persevering virtae. But who ever looked again upon his vanished

ours, recelled his blighted years, and stamped them with wisdom? or efinced
from Heaven’s record the fearful blot of a wasted life ?—Mrs. L. IL Sigourncy.
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REV. W. F. CLARKE IN VICTORIA.
To the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

Dear Brotuer:—You and your readers will all be glad to learn that I have
to-day received a letter from the Rev. W. I'. Clarke, dated * Victoria, Vancouver’s
Island, Aug, 27,7 which informs me of his safe arrival there on the Gth of that
month. Beyond the facts that the voyage was pleasant throughout, and that he
and his family were in health, I have no more to communicate, except that our
Lrother very carnestly desires a continuance of our prayers on his behalf, of which
he feels thie need more deeply than ever. Some of us may need this hint. The
old proverb is too true, ““Oat of sight, out of mind.” 1lis words are, *“ Pray for
me, dear brother, and keep your people in memory of the far-off and lone mission-
ary they have helped to send hither.”

Mr. Clarke will not long be so much aloie. The Coloniil Missionary Society
have sent him a colleague frem England—Rev. Mr. Macfie.

You may expect by next month’s mail, o letter for the Magazine, from our
Dbrother’s own pen, which will doubtless contain full particulars of his first dvings,
personal and evangelistic, in his new home.

I am, yours &e.,
Toronto, September 30, 1839. « I, II. Marniva.

To the Fditor of the Canadian Independent.

Dear Brotuer,—I send you this communication to be published if you see fit.
I must state that the fizures are not given as being perfectly exact bhut they are
s0 much =0 that no subsequent ealeulativn will materially alter them. There are
other points which would require to be noticed bhut I feared to trespass on

your space. Yours fraternaily,
. 3.

THE HYMN BOOKS.

The recent mecting of the Union was lonked forward to with eansiterable in-
tevest, as it was expected that during its ses<ions a resolution would he passed
recommending sume one Hymn Book to the churches for general adontion,  But
though the Western Association resolved itself into a committee of the whele and
spent some hours examining Hymn Books, though a comumittee was zppainted
by the Union during its earliest sessions to report subsequently on the sulieet,
and though several sittings of the Union were occapied with the general question
and with the report of the committee, all the advance made was to Iay the report
on the talle.  Thiswas a disappointment to many. but we very much jefor it to
a resnluticn carried on adivision.  Now, the churches are left to do as Dr. Dagmeit
said they usually did, that is, “ pretiy much as they liked” It was generally
felt that there was hardly time enough to arrive at a proper decision as lnt few
of the bretiren had seen the books prior to the meeting, and a full cxamination
and comnarison was impossible during those busy days.
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Yt was a fortunate circumstance that there was a general agreement in re
zard to two books as superior to all others, these were “ The New Congregational
Hymn Book,” published in London, England, prepared by & committee of the
Congregational Union of England and Wales ; and “ The Sabbath IIymn Book,”
published in New York, edited by Professors Park and Phelps, assisted by Dr.
L. Mason. The question was thus narrowed down to the simple one, which of
these shull we adopt? This then is still the question with those churches which
desire to adopt 2 new hymn book. It will Le but proper here to state that these two
books were not adopted as best without comparing them with others. There were at
least seven books under consideration, and other three of these were allowed to
possess great excellencies, viz, *“ The Leeds IIymn Book,” * The Connecticut
Iyma Buok, and the Plymouth Collection by 1L. W. Beecher, but they were not
on the whole considered equal to the two before mentioned. We will therefore
endeavor, for the information of those who have not had an opportunity of exam-
ining these books for themselves, to present a brief statement of the contents of
each ; observing for our gnidance the dircction “nothing extenuate, nor set down
2ught in malice.”

It will be evident on the most cursory examination of either of these books that
it is no mere hasty compilation. Both certainly possess high merits, and show
that in their labor the Editors exercised great care, discrimination, and judgment.
Both contain an extensive collection of hymns. Thus in the New Congregational
Book there are 1000 hymns, 38 of these are anonymous and the remainder selected
{rom 132 different aathors, while in the Sabbath IIyma Book there are 1290
hymns, 24 Doxologies, and 58 chauts, of these hymns 275 are anonymous, and the
others are gleaned from 190 hymnologists. The chiefauthors are as follows :—The
New Congregational Book has from Watts 385 hymns, C. Wesley 71, Montgomery
42, Doddridge 49, Conder 31, Newton 23, Lyte 21, Cowper 17, Toplady 11, Tate and
Brady 10, Kelly and Steele 9 each, Keble 8, and Faweett, Ileber, Cennick, and
Beddome 7 each, &e., the Sabbath Iymn Book has from Watts 236, C. Wesley
56, Montgomery 52, Steele 48, Doddridge 41, Bonar 37, Newton 26, Tate and
Brady 25, Cowper 19, Lyte 16, Kelly 15, Ileber 14, Beddome 11, Barbanto, Conder,
and Palmer 10 each, J. Wesley 9, Collyer, Higinbotham, S. ¥. Smith, and Stennet
$§ each, and Toplady 7, &c.  We give below an estimate of the comparative amount
of matter contained in cach book.

The compilation of a hymn boox is no easy tark on account of the “ hymmologic
fr0d” with which we are deluged ; to include all the good hymus even would re-
quire a book to be of such a size and price asto render ituns'eable. What then
is i be done?  Manifestly there must be selection of hymns, and of parts of
hymns.  1lere it is likely dissatisfaction will he felt as it will be impossible to
satisfy the taste of everybody. DBut nevertheless as every person cannot prepare
a buuk for Lis own use he must be satisfied with what he can obtain. The com-
pilers of hoth these Looks have of course proceeded in their work on this principle
of selection, and haveinour judgment incorporated to alarge extent theercan of our
hymaology into their Looks. It is pleasing to notice to what an extent these two
volumes correspend with each other. In the New Congregational Hymn Book,
there are 477 bymns which we find represented in the Sabbath Hymn Book by
434 hymnus, severzl being divided into two in the latter, and several being merely
sharter furmes of the hymn which is given also at full length,  Nor ig this all the
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correspondence between them. In the versions given of many of the Psalms
though they differ they are one in sentiment, and to a considerable extent in ex-
pression ; to that we might add at least 100 more hymns in which they are the
same. This will then be more than half of the one, wnd nearly the half of the
other book.

Respecting those hymns which are common to each Look 149 of them are longer
in the New Congregational than in the Sabbath Hymn Book ; and G4 are longer
in the Sabbath Hymn Book than in the New Congregational. There are also 82
of these hymns in which the books differ in phraseclogy. We Lelieve that these
changes are owing chiefly to the efforts of the compilers of the Sabbath Hymn
Book to improve and in some cases to resivre the original, but the one book as
well as the other differs from the original in a number of the hymns. If it be
thought that greater faithfulness to the original, in the length of the hymn, and
in its phraseology is an advantage, the New Congregational ean certainly claim
it. Yet it must be admitted that there are cases in which ckange if judicious
would be an improvement and where omission would be desirable.  We cannot there-
fore join the hue and cry raised by some on these grounds. There does not appear
to us in the changes and omissions either rashness or bad taste; though in some
cases we would have preferred the original intact. Ia the omissions in the Sab-
bath IHymn Book, it will be fuund that the compilers proceeded on system, as
far as possible, except a few cascs to be afterwards noted. One example will il-
lustrate this, turning to the 424 hymn of this collection we find that beautiful
hymn of Watts beginrping, ““ With joy we meditate the grace;” npow the chief
object of this hymn is the sympathy of Christ with Lelievers in their trials, but
the sccond verse as written by the author treats of the purily of the Redeemer,
and is consequently omitted, while the same subject is fully dwelt upon in other
hymns. There is in this way 2 greater variety secured than would otherwise Le
possible.

The esception to this will be found in hymns 1039, 1126, and 1127, In the
first of these we do not like to find that verse omitted : —

¢« Arabia’s Jdesert ranger,
To him shall bow the kuee,
The Ethiopian stranger,
His glory come to see,” &ec.
In the second the following is wanting,
¢« When to her sable sons conveyed,
Ghall Afric learn thy word,
And vassals, long enslaved, be made
The freemen of the Lord 27
The third changes in the following manner,

¢ Let the Indian, let the negro,
Let the rude Barbarian see,” &c.

¢« Let the dark, benighted pagan,” &ec.
In noticing these omissions we could not help exclaiming, shade of Nassaw
treet Society, is Anduver going to emulate your dumbnaess ! Perhaps the prosimity
of Andover to Essex Street, Boston, may have inclined the learned Professor to
take a ““ South side view ?”
As to the quantity of matter in each book, by numbering the verses, it will be
apparent that the Sabbath Hymn Book exceeds the other by about 728 verses, cr
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say 146 hymns of 5 verses each, besides the 55 chants. This is much less than
would appexar to be the case from the mere number of hymns.

There will be few at all acquainted with hymuoology, who will not be disap-
pointed at finding some pieces omitted by either or by both of these volumes.
It would be easy to furnish a list of these,—we will only note a few. The Sab-
bath IIymn Book on.its, ** Behold the Saviour of mankind ;” “ I'sing the Saviour’s
wondrous death;” ¢ Legone unbelief;” “Though troubles assail;” ¢ tlail morn-
ing known among the blest;” ¢ Leader of faithful souls and guide; Our God
how firm his promise stands;”  Not to the terrors of the Lord;”  7To thee O
dear, dear country ;” O the delights, the heavenly joys,” &c., &c., &e. The new
Congregational Hymn Book omits, *“ Th :re is an hour of paaceful rest ;3 * I would
not live alway ;” “* By cool Siloam’s shady rill;” “O bread to pilgrims given ;"
“YWhen langour and disease invade;” “I lay my sins on Jesus;” «Hark the
thousand harps and voices;” “ One there is above all others;” O could I speak
the matchless worth;” ¢ Majestic sweetness sits enthroned,” &c., &e. The above
is only intended as specimens of hymns to which we must bid good bye in our
public worship, whichever book is adopted.

In reference to the arrangement it must be conceded that the Sabbath IIymn
Book very much surpasses the other, while its indexes are superior to anything
of the kind we have ever seen. There are however only two of the indexes pub-
%ished in the cheaper editions of the volume.

It remains for us only to add that after the most careful examination and com-
parison, while we find both books exeellent, we much against our pre-possessions
and natioral feelings give the preference to the Sabbath IIymn Book. We do
this on aceount of its greater fullness, breadth, richress, unction and its superior
arrangement. This we think will be the conclusion to which a careful comparison
will invariably lead. But “let each be fully persuaded in his own mind ?”

D. M.

Literary Richiew.

Toe Lire oF Georce StermENnsoN, By S. Syines. Boston: Tickxor. Toronto:
Macrear & Co.

George Stephenson, the great English engincer and the father of the modern
railway system, was not what is commonly termed a religious man, and this
book: cannot be termed a religious biography. Yet it is fraught with such lessons
that we would gladly see it widely circalated and extensively read. Our young
men especially would do well to ponder its lessons of patient and long tried perse-
verance inthe development of a right principle; how no discouragement could
daunt, nor any difficulties ¢  “come that steadfast will, which, being persuaded
of right, went on threugh long years of trouble until success came at last. No
story of hero, or conqueror, or battlefield, was ever more interesting than this,
How this man, from a poor colliery boy, earning with hard labour his sixpence a
day, rose to be the acknowledged head of the engineers of England, and in his
later days the gladly welcomed guest of statesmen and the great ones of the land,
—is told with a modesty, yet a vivacity, that makes the book one of the plea-
santest to read. More than this, or perhaps our praise would be bated, we here
learn lessons of honor, uprightness and integrity, which, being tried in a fire
that burnt up for a time the good intentions of many a professor of religion, came
out unsullied. When nearly every man in the kingdom above the rank of a
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mechanic was drawn into the horrible gulf of railway speculation, he, who could
many a time have realized thousands by merely permitting doubtful enterprises
to use his name, steadfastly in every single instance refused. It seems o sad
reflection on human nature, to put this as a proof of extraordinary excellence.
Let those, however, who know what such times ave, and we have had them here
—sweeping away professors, amongst others, into the vortex—say whether such
an example should not be held up to imitation.

Tue Lire or Javez Beuxtineg, witit Notices oF CoNTEMPORARY PERSONS AND
SWWENTS. By s Sox, Tnoyss Percivarn Bustine.
Eve By s Sox, Tnowass P B

The Life of Dr. Bunting must be regarded as an im-ortant contribution to the
literature both of Christian Biography and of English Ecclesiastical Uistory, and
we only await the completion of the work to devote to it the ample consideration
for which an extended article may afford scope. It would scarcely be doing justice
to such a theme to confine our remarks upon it to the limits of a brief notice like
the present ; and it would hardiy be fair to any party—to the subject of the bio-
graphy, to the biographer, or to ourselves—to attempt to deal at large with a half-
told story. We have no fear, however, that the perusal of the next volume will
materially modify our present impressions regarding either the character of Dr.
Bunting or the merits of his biography. On the contrary, we confidently anticipats
that our estimate of hoth will Le strengthened and confirmed. Meanwhile, we
have the utmost pleasure in saying that this estimate is a very high one. As to
Dr. Bunting himself, this assurance is, of course unnecessary. Ior many years
he was confessedly the most prominent mau in the Wesleyan community ; and far
beyond the body to which he belonged, and upon which he stamped his mark so
deeply, he was regarded with profound vespect and esteem. The record of his
long career is full of interest, and conveys not only a large amount of varied in-
formation, but also many weighty lessons which it would be good for all churches,
as well as individuals, to ponder and practise. The title page of the volume,
promising, as it does, *“ notices of contemporary persons and events,” prepares us
for meeting with many notable personages in addition to the immediate subject
of the memoir, and with many incidents besides t1iose directly eonnected with his
personal history and work. And this promise is amply fulfilled. Indeed, we are
0ot sure but that, however estimable these worthies may have been, there arc
rather too many of them introduced upon the canvass, that they occasionaliy over-
crowd the principal figure, and that t2eir doings are good-naturedly permitted, in
some measure, to jostle Zis aside.  We find, however, that as the subjeet of the
biography takes a more promirent place in the Church, the smaller figures recede
to a greater distance and occupy less room than before; and we see the strung
man becoming conscious of his strength, and of the work to which he was called,
and standing resolutely forward to play lis part.  We expect that in the next
volume we shall find Jabez Bunting rapidly rising to the place which he sv long
occupied, and we look with lively interest for its appearance. Meanwhile, we
tender a cordial welcome to the present moiety of the work, if, indeed, by skilful
handling and strong compression, it shall prove to be really a moiety. We had
anticipated, like others, that ancther respected member of Dr. Bunting’s family
would have told the story of Lis venerable father’s life ; but as far as the'story has
vet gone, iv has been told so well, that we are eatirely satisfied with the arrange-
ment which assigned the task to the prescut biographer. In spite of the wide
difference of professional babits and pursuits, we have in the author of the
memoir a hearty sympathy with ail that interested his parent, which is infinitely
better than any fellow-feeling that is merely professional.  We find just such
avowals of connceetional or denominational preferences as we like to meet with,
frank and manly, yet not obtrusive ; decided, yet diseriminating, combined with a
cordial appreciation of whatever is excellent in other branches of the Church of
Christ. It is gquite refreshing to come in contact with a spirit so kindly and genial,
50 full of christian chaiity and good will, while, at the same time, the most strenu-
ous Wesleyan must Le satisfied that the Liographer of Bunting regards Xethodism
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with as warm and intelligent esteem and affection as could possibly be desired.
We rejoice to find such a man, in speaking of religious truth and experience,
using without disguise, yet without parade, his ‘“ Methodist mother-tonguae
while his earnestness of tone, combined with his keen perception of character and
thorough knowledge of the world, give us an ample guarantee that with him the
old familiar words are not mere sounds and forms, bat are full ofgeriuine significance.

It affords us sincere pleasure to be able to speak of this volume in terms of cor-
dial commendation. When the work is completed, we hope to be able to review
it at a greater length.— North British Revicw.

J.ews of the €Huvehes.

TRACT CIRCULATION.

At a recent meeting in Toronto, held on behalf of the Religious Tract Suciety,
London, Dr. Davis stated that the circulation of single tractsis very great. The
one called “ Friendly advice,” had an annual circulation of 11,000 ; * Moses, the
pious Negro,” 16,000: * For Ever and Ever,” 17,000 ; “Charicter is Everything,”
18,000; on Sabbath-breaking, 21,000; *“The Man that killed his Neighbour”
(by kindness),22,000; “Fire Escape,” 30,000 ; “ Fools’ Pence,” 44,0005 “ It’s
All Right, Father,” 53,000 ; and another on the Sabbath question, 60,000, The
old tract, ““The Swearer’s Prayer,”” had no less than 62,000 of an annual circu-
Jation. DBut these sank into insignificance when compared with the total. In
1850, the total annual circulation of the Society’s works was 19,000,000 ; in ’51,
20,000,000 ; in ’52, 22,000,000; in ’53, 25,000,000 ; in ’54, 27,000,000 ; in ’33,
28,000,000 ; in ’50, 31,000,000 ; in ’57, 33,000,000 ; in ’38, 34,638,470 ; and this
year. 1859, 37,174,843, .

ECEIPT3 OF THE AMERICAN BOARD.

The receipts of the American Board for July, were 360,018 82, which is a larger
sum than ever before received in any one month since the Board was organized.
In June and July, the receipts were $100,000. The total receipts for the year en-
ding July 3lst, including donations and legacies, amounted to $329,000. The de-
fieit will be $30,000, which will make the debt of the Board $70,000.

MISSIONARIES FROM ANDOVER.

From the Andover Seminary, Massachusetts, we learn that that Institution has
furnished 134 missionaries for the foreign field, 125 of them for the American
Board, and that 66 of these are still in active service. The Scriptures have been
translated by these mto fourteen new languages, six of which had never been re-
Gaced to a written form. Three hundred more men have been furnished by
Andover for the Iome Missionary.

SUNDAY SCHOOL OF ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, NEW YORK.

“The Tenth Anuniversary of the Sunday schools of St. George’s Church was
recently celebrated. The body of the Ilvuse was reserved esclusively for the
scholars and their teachers, and the spacious galleries of the church were filled
to overflowing. The exercises were commenced with singing the hymn,

<« H1ail to the brightness of Zion's glad morning. ”

After prayer, and the singing of another hymn, the Rector stated, that the
whole number of teachers and scholars present were 1564, of whom 1160 were
connected with the home school, under his ow:. superintendence ; and 273 Eag-
lish, and 122 Germans, helonging to the Missicn schools, corner of Nincteenth
street and Avenue A, This is the location of the new Mission chapel, built by
the contributions of the home school. In the course of 2 brief address tv the chil-
dren and the congregation, Dr, Tyng alluded to the continued growth and prospe-
rity of his own schools, notiithstanding the increased number of schools in the
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neighbourhood ; and to the fact that, in addition to the regular Sunday school
work, he had also o Saturday sewing school of 225 scholars, under the care of 23
teachers ; an industrial school of 70 children ; and a daily infant school of from
90 to 100 children. After the address, the Missionary offerings were made. Each
class sent up to the chancel the amount collected during the year. The taste dis-
played in the names of these auxiliary societies, and the appropriate mottoes—
sometimes a text of Scripture, and sometimes a verse of poetry—ivere very strik-
ing, There were “ Conies,” and * Little Travellers Zionward.” *“ Lillies of the
valley,” and *‘ Sunbeams,” with “ Honey out of the rock,” ¢ Ministering children,”
and * Grateful little ones. These offerings, with some amounts previously paid
in, amounted, for the year, to $4224 02. "After the offerings and the singing of
another hiymn, the books were distributed—each child and teacher receiving a
volume, with his or her name written on the fly leaf.”

FATHER CHINIQUY.

A letter from Father Chiniquy to the Philadelphia Presbylerian, dated “ St.
Anne, Kankanee county, Illinois, August the 18th,” acknowledges the receipt of
$100 forwarded by the editors, and adds, I am happy to tell you that on Tues-
day last fifty-one of my dear countrymen in Middleport,{about twenty miles south)
publicly renounced the errors of Rome, to embrace the truth as it is in Jesus
Christ.” Mauy of them had been the bitterest enemies of the gospel ; but the fer-
vent prayers, with the charities of the Christians of the East, have touched the
heart of our God in their favour, and brought upon them the saving grace of our
doar Redeemer. Please ask a continuance of prayers from the fervent people of
of the Union Prayer Meectings of Philadelphia and New York, and of our brethren
of the East. Speak to them again of the awful calanity which it iz cur lot to
bear, and which eannot be alleviated but by the combined and anited charity of
the disciples of the Gospel. Pray, pray, dear brethren, for your devoted brother
in Jesus Christ.”

DEPUTATION FROM IRELAND.

The Preshyterian General Assembly of Ircland has sent a deputation to the
churches of America, consisting of Dr. Edgar of Belfast ; the Rev Samuel Dill, of
Ballymena ; and the Rev. Mr. Wilson, of Limerick, to solicit their aid in the pro-
secution of their missionary work among the Roman Catholics, to whom i.any
wagys of access have been opened by the revival in Ireland.

THE REVIVALS IX WALES.

It is calculated that about 15,000 have been added to the churches of the diff-
erent denuminativns in Cardiganshire since last December, and the additions to
the Independent churches in the parish of Aberdare alone exceed 1,200.
Besides these there are hundreds of churches in several districts of South and
North Wales tv whom additions of from 50 to 100 each have been made since the
beginning of this year.

This revival is distinguished from all former awakenings with which the Welsh
churches have been blessed from time to time by the prominence which is given
to prayer and prayer meetings, and the hearty union of Christians of all evangeli-
cal denominations in these blessed exercises. The services are but very seldom
interrupted by any audible manifestations of feeling ; but fl ods of tears are gen-
erally shed, and sometimes the congregation remain after che close of the regu-
lar service for two or three hours to listen to some warm-hearted Christians re-
peating striking passages of Scripture, hymns, and personal experience in the
most affecting tones.

THE FRENCH CATHOLICS OF CHICAGO.

It is well known that there is a French Catholic community in this city that
sympathize with Chiniquy and his people at St. Anne. Bishop O’Regan took
from them their house of worship and gave it to the Irish Catholics, an act which
alienated them from the Hierarchy. Since that Chiniquy has frequently preached
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to them and conducted their services in the Protestant form. They are ready to
receive the truth and some few of them have come to a spiritual apprehension of
Christ. It is a marked Providence that furnishes for them at this juncture just
the man they need. Under commission from the American and Foreign Christain
Union, the Rev. J. B. C. Beaubien has come to labour among them and to operate
with Father Chiniquy. Mr. B. was of a wealthy French Canadian family, Je-
signed for the Catholic Priesthood. Disinherited because of his hecoming a DPro-
testant, he set about securing an education by his own efforts. B teaching and
other means he helped himself along through Rochester College, and this summer
past he graduated from Bangor Theological Seminary. IIe had heard and ad-
mired Chiniquy in his childhood and now enters upon united service with him in
great gratification and hope. e is able to preach in both the French and English
languages. Last Sabbath he met the French congregation of this city for the first
time. Seventy-five persons were present in the Industrial School IIouse, their
place of worship. The forms of worship were Protestant, and the sermon was
from the test, *“ Show thysclf a man,” inculcating independence of thought and
freedom from papal interdiction. The people were very attentive; some were
moved even to tears ; and gathering around their preacher at the end of the service,
they said, now we have got a man and we will build a church and no Bishop
shall have it. Mr. B. expects hereafter to preach there in the morning and after-
noon, and to start a Sabbath School in the intermission. In the evening of last
Sabbath Mr. B. preached in the Plymouth Chureh from the text, “And so were
the charchies established in the faith and increased in number daily,” showing
from the Bible and from Christian experience the importance of being established
in the faith and the connection between this soundness in the faith and the pros-
neviiy of the church, illustrating the theme by reference to the Catholic system.
The discourse was vigorous in thought and impressive in delivery. Ifis allusion
in tremalous, joyous accents to the time never to be forgotten when he found Jesus
his friend and Saviour, was touching indeed and was brought in with other in-
stances to prove that Catholics ean be converted. Ile also gave an account of his
recent visit to St. Anne, where he saw seven or eight hundred people hanging on
the lips of Chiniquy to hear of the great salvation, and where he found confirma-
tion of the reported suffering among the Colonists there, and of the genuineness
of the work of grace going on in that parisi— Congregational Herald.

ITALY OPEN TO THE GOSPEL.

An appeal from the office of the American Forcign Christian Union says :—

“Very great efforts are now being made by the Waldensian church to spread
the Gospel in Italy. Colporteurs have already circulated thousands of cuples of
the Bible among the soldiers of Turin and elsewhere. At the meeting of their

ynod, lately held at La Tour, it was urged strongly upon the esecutive of their
chourch to prosecute vigorously the missivnary work in Italy.

¢ The Rev. Mr. Malan, the late moderator, has gone to Ilorence, and is there
preaching the Gospel with great success. ¢ What changes hath God wrought!”
Ten years ago their missionaries in that city were seized and imprisoned, and
sent In chains to the frontier. Now religious toleration prevails, and the Word
of God is openly preached.

“In a letter addressed to an Italian of this city, from Rome, occurs the fullow-
ing passage : *“The New Testament is in the hands of many. We have received
the last collection of money which you sent us, and with it have printed several
thousand copies more than we were expecting to be able to make. The book is
printed in Italy—Italy, this unhappy country which we inhabit. In Italy, thanks
be to God, the Word of God is now printed in our own language.”

* Again: *“The Papacy is not disturbed by all the blows struck at her from 2
distance. IIer heartis in Italy. Iere is the life-blood of her existence. From
hence it flows, 2nd this is the only place where sbe feels the fatal blow.”

“ It would be a matter of great thankfulness would the friends of Christ and
<Izivi11 freedom send us ten thousand dollars for this work of evangelisation in

taly.”
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HIDING-PLACES FOR THE PRUDENT.—BY DR. ARNOT.

<A prudent man foresceth the evil, and hideth himself: hut the simple pass on, and
are punished.”—2Lroverbs xxii. 3.

One main element of safety is a just estimate of danger. Many of the great
disasters that have occurred in war are due to the rashness which springs from
undervaluing the enemy’s power. Ile who forsees the evil, hides himself until it
pass ; and he who so hides himself, escapes the storm which lays lofty rashness
low. There is much room for this species of prudence to exercise itselt upon, in
relation both to the present life and to that which is to come. There are botb
encompassing dangers and safe hiding-places in the several regions of our secular
business, our moral conduet, and our religious hopes.

1. In the ordinary business of life there are evils which may be forseen by the
pradent, and places of shelter in which he may safely lie. When speculation is
rife, for example,—when all that & mun hag, and much that belongs to his neigh-
bour, is risked at a throw, and a fortune made by return of post,—when people,
made giddy by success, rush farther and faster into the stream,—evil is near and
imminent. It hangs like a thunder-cloud overhead. The prudent, in such an
hour, is on his guard. IIe seeth the evil before the bolt has actually fallen. IIe
seelss a place of shelter. Nor is that shelter far away. Ilis daily labour and his
legitimate business will be 2 sufficient defence against these foes. A disciple who
has his heart in heaven, should beware of fretting because his hands are full all
day long with earthly business. Labour, when the Lord appoints it for His people,
is a strong wall built round them to keep dangerous enemies out.

2. Evils lie before us in the region of practical morality—evils for which the
prudent keep a sharp out-look. Frivolous and licentious companions, theatres,
Sabbath amusements, and a multitude of cognate enticements press upon a young
man like wind : if he be like chaff, he will be carried away. The wisest course 13
to go into hiding. In your father’s house and in your sister’s company,—among
sober associates and instructive hooks,—in the study of nature or the practice of
art,—a multitade of hiding-places are athand. Even there the enemy will seldom
find you. But a deeper, safer refuge still,—a strong tower of defence, from which
all the fiery darts of the wicked will harmlessly rebound,—is that *name of the
Lord” into which the righteous ran. All the power of the world and its good
can neither drive a refugee forth from that hiding-place, or hurt him within it.

3. But the greatest evils lie in the world to come, and only the eyeof faith can
forsee them. 'I'o be caught by death unready, and placed before the judgment-
seat without a plea, and then cast out for ever, are evils so great, that in their
presence all others disappear like stars in the glare of day. But great though
they are, the prudent may forsec, and the trustlful prevent them. Thereisa re-
fuge, but its gate opens into Time.  If the prudent do not enter now, the simple
will knock in vain at the closed door, when hehas passed on into eternity without
any part in Christ. If the needy are numerous, the refuge is ample. If the ex-
poz}edlare in poverty, the admission is free. Ifthe adversary islegion, the Saviour
15 God.

“The simple pass on, and are punished,” “Ilow long, ye simple, will ye love
simplicity 27 Although the saved are not their own saviours, the lost are their
own destroyers. The reason why they perish is declared by IIim who knows
their hearts: ¢ Ye will not come unto Me.” A man is passing on in the way
which he has chosen. 1e is eating and drinking, and making merry. Guilt is
on his conscience, but he feels not its fiery bite ; wrath is treasured over him, but
he fears not its final outpouring. 'The open door of mercy abuts upon his down-
ward path, but he heeds it not: be passes on—he passes by it. As he passes, 2
voice falls upon his car; it is the voice of God’s own Son conjuring him with
strong crying and tears to turn and live. Startled for a moment by the sound,
he pauses and looks ; but seeing nothing that takes his fancy, he passes on again.
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Again, a voice behind him cries, in tones which show that lifo und death eternal
are turning on their hinge, * Repent, lest you perish ! why wili you die?” e
stops and looks behind. "It is a fit of seriousness, but it soon goes off. 1le heard
a sound ; but it must have been an ccho in the mountaing, or a call to some
wanderer who has lost his way. Stopping his ears, and shutting his eyes, he
passes on.  Deal to warnings from above, and blind to beacons reared before him,
he still passes on, until, at & moment when he counts his footing firmest, he stum-
Dbles over the brink of life, and falls into the hands of the living God! This fall,
the Bible tells us, ¢““is a fearful thing.”  TFear it now, and flee, ye who ave passing
on through life in your sin, and without a Saviour. Surely it should be plain to
any rational being, that theagh a man may live without God in the world, he
cannot escape God when ke dies. Do thuse who are passing on with their Lacks
to Clirist, and their hearts full of vain shows, know where life’s boundary-line lies,
or what awaits themselves beyond it? Why will men pass on, if they are on
such & path that another step may be perdition?

If there was no hope, the wanderers would have no rescurce but to go forward
in despair until their doom declared itself. But here, and now, blessed hope
abounds. Cease to go on neglecting the great salvation, and the great salvation
is ready for you. Seek, and ye shall find. They are not the great, and the wise,
and the good, who escape, but the sinners who seek the Saviour,—the prudens
who forsee the evil, and hide. The question is not, Iow great is your sin? or,
Ilow long have you heen a sinner?  If you are lost while another is saved, it is
not because your guiltis greater than his, but because you neglected the selvation
which he deemed precious. If the simple is punished at last, itis becanse, in spite
of a beseeching, weeping Saviour, he  passed on” through the day of grace, and
fell upon the day of judgment.

REST, BUT DO NOT LOITER,

In the busiest part of busy London, stands a sort of stile or platform, just at the
junction of Fleet Street and Farringdon. DPast that stile, in the crowded street-cross-
ing, two vast tides of travel are pouring; one of them from the old «¢ city ” to ¢ West
End,” and the other pours over Blackfriars Bridge. Along the side of that platform
runs a rude beneh, and over it is the inseription, ¢ ResTt, BUT DO NoT LoiTerR.” On
that plebeian bench—that poor man’s sofa (hard as the poor man’s lot)—thousands of
weary folk sit down every day to rest.  The errand-boy lays down his parcel beside it.
The sad-faced seamstress, with her bundie of uunfinished work, and the over-ladened
wncherwoman on her way home, halt a momert at the stile, and relicve their tired
limbs.  The bright-eyed youngster of the ¢« Shoeblack Brigade,” takes his seat there
oceasionally, und looks out for customers in the thronging crowd. The little spot
would goon clog up with boys, beggars, and bundles ; so that the notice is written upon
the stile, ¢ REST, BUT DO NOT LOITER.”

I never went by that benevolently contrived resting-place last summer without read-
ing that inseription. The words used to go with meas 1 went on my homeward way. I
thonght to myself, ¢« What a capital motto thatisfora Christian ¢ Rest, butdo not loiter I'

In the busy whirl of life he neceds rest.  God has provided for him a day of repose
—one day in seven. It is provided as a season of rest for the body, and of sublime
recreation for the care-worn spirit.  But not a day for lounging—for over-sleeping—
for neglecting (iod’s house, and the soul’s high duties. Over the bright portal of every
blessed Sabbath, as we enter it, let us write, fest, but do not loiter!

An active follower of the Lord Jesus will sometimes reach a point where his spirits
are delightfully refreshed.  So the travel-worn Israclites felt when they reached the
¢ three-score wells and palm-trees” of Zlin. So Elijah felt beneath the juniper. So
felt the persecuted Paul when in the hospitable house of Onesiphorus.  (lod permits at
such places a brief hour of recruiting.  Dat when the soul gets to hankering arcer
such spots as the permanent abiding place, the voice of duty says, «“ Up! get ye out of
this place!” Rest a little while, but do not loiter.

Some people do not rest enough. They wear out from over-driving. Brain, hand,
awi heart, are allowed no repose, and no veereation. A man of Gad Las no right thus
to commit suicide. But where one wears out, a huudred rust out. In every large
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church, hundreds may be found who enseonce themselves down snugly under the hedges
for a little “‘vest,” and then forget to wake up again. A pastor gives up his charge
. (without a good reason) tu seek repose ; bui by-and-by he is fonnd sanatering through
the churches, wating for ¢ something to turn up.” A teacher quits tlLe Sabbath-school,
¢ Only for a little while,” he says; somehow or other he never gets back again to his
post. These men have quit resting ; they have gone to loitering,  What meanest thou,
o, slecper? God’s motto for you is, Rest, but do not loiter.

There is a time coming in which cvery Christinn will have abundant repose. TFor
his weary head and aching heart a rest remaineth.  Not a lounging-placoe for the selfish
sluggard, but a condition of such pure, geutle, holy, untiring activity, that the Word
of God describes it as a ¢ rest.” In that blissful world the ever-employed soul will
have no time to loiter; but he will have a whole endless eternity for rest.

To make ready for that world, and to prepare others for it, allows of no loitering.
To relieve the suffering—to visit the fatherless and widows in their afliction—to keep
up secret prayer and inward godliness—to cast the purifying salt of the Gospel into
earth’s foul, tetid places—to keep our lusts down—to keep our faith up—to keep our
hands and hearts in motion heavenward—to carry out all the minutice of a religious life
—all this requires unceasing diligence.

“Then rest nof long, though dreams be sweet ;
Start up and ply your heavenward feet.

I~ not God's oath upon your head,
Ne'er to sink back ou slothful bed.
Never again your loins untie,

Nor let your torches waste aud die,
Pill where the shadows thicke:: fall,
Ye hear your Master's midnight call.

T. L. Cuyies.

The Fragnrent Bastet.

Tug CuaractEr or Jests CurisT.—Never was a character at the same
time so commanding and natural, so resplendent and pleasing, se amiable and
venersble as that of Jesus Christ.  There is a peculiar contrast in it, between an
awful greatuess, dignity, and grandeur, and the most conciliating loveliness, ten-
derness and softness. Such a character is fairer than the morning star, each
separate virtue is made stronger by opposition, aud the union of so many virtues
forms a Dbrightness which fitly represents the glory of that God, who dwelleth
in light inaccessible.—Arekbeshop Newcombe.

Tue Couraxy ofF Ileaven.—1t is pleasant, amid the jars and discords of this
lower world, to meet and mingle with the great and geod and noble spirits that
are to be found among us, and to refresh the weary, world-worn mind by assvcia-
tion with the pure and holy hearted : after the busy cares and petty trials of this
work-day world are over, to sit quietly down by the fireside, or among the two or
three who have met together, and converse of that nome to which each closing
day is bringing us nearer, and toward which our united hearts and hopes are
tending.

And if the communion of saints on earth is so sweet, if the society of the good
and lovely is to be desired, what must it be to mingle in the grand assemblage
above? lleaven has been gathering to itself through countless ages whatever is
congenial to its nature, and enriching itself with the spoils of the earth. What-
ever we louk upon as holy and excellent, elevated and worthy to be loved in the
character of mau, is found gathercd and still gathering in that multitude which
no man can number in the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.

From every century, every generation, out of every people, and nation, and
kindred, and tongue, since the world began, a long procession has ascended, and
still passes cnward, comprising all that is best, and nublest, and brightest in man,
all that is huly, all that is true, all that makes earth safe and pleasant to dwell
in, and joining itself to that church of the first-born which is written in heaven,
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and to the spirits of just men made perfect. There are those whom we have
known and loved.—The hoary head walking among us for so many years in the
ways of wisdom, the soldier of the eruss, who had learned to live not unto himself,
but unto Iimiwho died—the gentle, pure hearted, loving ones—the tender infant
—all taking their place in the ranks of those who are “without fault,”” hefore
the throne.  Once safe within thoese portals, how glorious their communion, how
pure their intercourse.  Nothing hut holiness, and happiness and love bind toge-
ther the family of heaven. Is this the companionship in which we trust to spend
our cternal years? What manner of persons ought we, then, to Ie, in all holy
conversation and godliness, looking for, and hastening unto the day when we, too,
shall join in that innumerable multitude, and unite with them in the ever new
song of praise to llim who hath covered us with a rightevusness, and made us
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.— Christian W itness.

OccrratioNn.—OQccupation! what a glorious thing it is for the human heart.
These who work hard seldom yield themselves entirely up to fancied or real sor-
row. When grief sits down, folds its hands, and mournfully feeds upon its own
tears, weaving the dim shadows that a little exertion might sweep away into a
funeral pall, the strong spirit is shorn of its might, and sorrow becomes our master.
When troubles flow upon you, dark and heavy, toil not with the waves—wrestle not
with the torrent—rather seek by occupation to divert the dark waters that threaten
to overwhelm you, into a thousand channels which the duties of life always pre-
sent. Before you dream of it, those waters will fertilize the present, and give
birth to fresh flowers that they may brighten the future—flowers that will become
pure and holy, in the sunshine which penetrates to the path of duty.

Trovnsres.—Many of God’s people have a manufactory at the back of their
houses, in which they manufacture troubles; and home-made troubles, like other
home-made things, last a very long while, and generally fit very uncomfortably.
Troubles of God’s sending are always suitable—the right sort for our backs; bué
those we make are of the wrong sort, and they always last us longer than God’s.
T have known an old lady tu sit and fret Levause she believed she would die in a
work-house, and she wanted God to give her grace accordingly ; but what would
have been the good of that, because the Lord meant that she should die in her
own quiet bed-room.— Spurgeon.

Bearing Farse Wirness,—The best definition we ever heard of “ Learing false
witness against your neighhour,” was given by a little girl at school. She said it
was when nobedy did rothing, and somebody went and told it.

A Beavtiren Taovcii—Some one has said of those who die young, that ¢ they
are like the lambs which the Alpine Shepherds bear in their arms to higher,
greener pastures, that the flocks may follow.”

Tur Gresr Onsecr or Lirr.—Aunthony sought happiness in love, Bratus in
glory, Caxsar in dominion. The first found disgrace, the second disgust, the last
ingratitude, and each destruction.

Wuaris Farrn?—It isone direet, spontaneous movement, of child-like confidence
in God, for Christ’s sake. The heart rests all upon Christ, all its care, all sin.
It hangs altogether upon him, and says to him from its very depth, ** My God and
my all.”” The believer does not think of bimeelf, his faith, his love, or bis feelings.
So far as he does so, he ceases to exercise faith, Faith sees none but Christ, and
rejoices to give bim all the glory.—British Mcssenger.

. Wrong.—No temporizing with a wrong can stand. It roots itself the deeper
in corrupt humanity, and demands more room. Collision constantly ensues at
every point of its widening circumference. Wrong, gsrown haughty by indulgence,
more imperiously demands concession ; and conscience weakened by compromise
yiclds more cravenly than ever.—Rev. Dudley A. Tyng.



Boctry,
FEAR NOT.

O cling not, trembler, to life’s fragile bark,
It fitls—it soon must sink!

Look not below, where all is chill and dark ;
*Pis agony to think

Of the wild waste. But look, O, look above,
Aud see the outstretched arm of love.

Cling not to this poor life.  Ublock thy clasp
Of fleeting vapory air:

The world receding soon will mock thy grasp.
But let the wings of prayer

Take leaven's own blessed breeze and flee,
And life from God shall enter thee.

Look not so fondly back on this false carth,
’ Let hope not linger here,
Say, would the worm forego its second birth,
Or the trapsition fear
That gives it wings to try a world unknown,
Although it wakes and mounts alone,

Bat thou art not alone ; on either side
The portal {riends stand guard ;

And tie kind spirits wait thy course to guide.
Why, why should it be hard

To trust our Maker with the soul he gave,
Or Him who died that soul to save?

Into his hands commit thy trembiing spiit,
Who gave Lis life furr thine,
Guilty, fix all thy trust upon his merit :
‘'c him thy heart resign.
O give him love for love, and sweetly fall,
Into his hands who is thy all.
Josianr CONDER.

PATIENCE TAUGHT DY NATURE.
¢ Dreary life!” we ery, <O dreary life!”
And still the generations of the birds
Sing through our sighing, and the flocks and herds
Serenely live while we are keeping strife
Viith Heaven's true parpose in us, as a knife
Against which we may struggle.  Ocean girds
Unsiackened the dry land; savannnh-swards
Unweary sweep : hills watch, unworn; and rife,
Meck leaves drop yearly from the forest-trees,
To zhaw, abuve, the unwasted stars that pass
In their old glosy. O thou God of old !
Giraut me sone smaller grace than comes to fesc ;
Biut so much patiener as a blade of grass
Grows Ly contented threugh the heat and cold.

EvizapeTit Barrerr Drowsixe.
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“LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION.”

The following affecting incident presents one important lesson to parents and

guardians. It shows that we ave not to tempt children in orderto test their hon-
‘esty. From this incident we further see that the young barrister acted prudently
when he appealed to the Bible in behalf of his juvenile client,

“ Law though framed for the protection of society, for the individual benefit of
its members, often admits of a censtruction adverse to the design of its framers,
and, in its application, frequently defeats the object which it was intended to
sustain. We have, however, numerous instances wherein honest juries have
given their verdicts eonformable to the promptings of justice ; and happily, when
such decisions have not been two widely different from the expressed rule, they
have escaped from the appeal.

“We take great pleasure in relating an incident which greatly enlisted our
sympathies, held us spell-bound by its interest, and finally made our heart leap
with joy at its happy termination.

“ A few years ago, we were spending a few days during the spring, in a beau-
tiful inland country town in Pennsylvania. It was assize week, and, to relieve
ue from the somewhat monotonous incidents of a village life, we stepped into the
court-house where the assizes were being held.

“ Among the prisoners in the box, we saw a lad about ten years of age, whose
sad, and pensive countenance, his young and innocent appearance, caused him
to look sadly out of the place among the hardened criminals by whom he was
surrounded. Close by the box, and manifesting great interest in the proceedings,
sat a tearful woman, whose anxious giance from the judge to the boy, left us no
room te doubt that it was his mother. We turned with sadvess from the scene
to inquire of the offence of the prisoner, and learned that he was accused of
stealing money.

“'The case was soon opened, and by the interest manifested by that large crowd,
we found that our heart was not the only one in which sympathy for the lad ex-
isted. llow we pitied him. The bright smile of youth had vanished from his
face, and now it seemed more to express the cares of the aged. Iis young sister,
a bright-eyed girl, had gained admission te his side, and cheered him with the
whisperings of hope. But that sweet voice, which before caused his heart to
bound with bappiness, added only to the grief which his shame had brought upon
him.

“The progress of the case made us acquainted with the circumstance of the
loss, ithe amount of which was but a shilling—no more!

“The lad’s employer, a wealthy, miserly, and unprincipled manufacturer, had
made use of it for the purpose of what he called “ testing the boy’s honesty’. It
was placed where from its very position, the lad would oftenest see it, and least
suspect the trap.

“A day passed, and the master, to his mortification, not pleasure, found the
coin untouched. Another day passed, and yet his object was not gained. 1le
was, however, determined that the boy should take it, and so let it remain.

“This continued temptation was too much for the lad’s resistance., The shil-
ling was taken. A simple present for that little sister was purchased with it.
But, while returning home to gladden her heart, his own heart was made heavy
by his being arrested for theft, a crime, the nature of which he scarcely knew.

“These circumstances were substantiated by several of his employer’s wo.kmen,
who had been parties to the plot. A barrister urged upon the jury the necessity
of makirg this ¢ little rogue’ an example to others by punishment. His address
had great effect upon all who heard it. Before, I could sce many tears of sym-
pathy for the lad, his widowed mother, and faithful sister ; but their eyes were
all dry now, and none looked as if they cared for or expected aught else than a
conviction.

“The accuser sat in a conspicuous place, smiling as if in fiend-like exultation
over the misery ho had brought upon that poor, though once happy trio.



122 FAMILY READING.

“VWe felt that there was but little hope for the boy; and the youthful appenr-
ance of the counsel, who had volunteered his defence, gave no encouragement, as
we learned that it was the young man’s maiden plea—his first address. e ap-
peared greatly confused, and reached tv a desk near him, fromn which he tvok the
Bible which had heen used to solemnize the testimony.

“"This movement wis received with general laughter and taunting remarks,
arong which we heard a harsh fellow, cluse by us, ery vut, ¢ He forgets where he
*5> 3 thinking tu take hold of sume punderous law bouk, he has made a mistake and
got the Bible.

“The remark made the young barrister flush with anger, and turning his
flashing eye upun the audience, he convinced them it was no mistake, saying,
¢« Justice wants no other book.

* His confusion was gune, and instantly he was as ealn as the Judge upon the
bench.

The Bible was opened, and every eye was upon him as he guietly and leisurely
turned vver the leaves, and amid a breathless silence, he read to the jury this
sentence:  Lead ws nol info tumptation.” A minute of unbroken silence again fol-
lowed, and again he read, * Lead us not into temptation.’

“We felt our heart throb at the svund of these words. The andience lovked at
each other without speaking, and the jurymen mutely exchanged glances, as that
appropriate quotativn carried its moral tu their kearts.—Then {ulluwed an address,
which, for its pathetic eloquence, we have never heard excelled. Its influence
was like magic. We saw the guilty accuser leave the room in fear of personal
violence. The prisoner lovked hupeful, the mother smiled again, und before its
conclusivn, there was nut an eye in court that was not moist, the specch afiecting
to that degree which causes tears, holding its hearers spell-bound.

«The little time that was necessary to transpire before the verdict of the jury
could be learned was a period of great anxiety and suspense. But when their
whispering consultation ceased, and those happy words, ¢ Nor GuIiLTy,” came
from the fureman, they passed like u thrill of electricity frum lip ‘o lip; the austere
dignity of the court was furgotten, and not a voice was there that did not juin the
acclamations that hailed the lad’s release.

¢ The barrister’s tirst plea was a successful one,  Ife was soon a favourite, and
now represents his distriet in the councils of the nation. The lad has never
ceased his grateful remembrances, and we, by the affecting scene herein attempt-
cd to be described, have often heen led to think how very much greater is the
criminality of the tempter than that of the tempted.”

THI SIMPLICITY OF CHRISTTAN RITUAL.

< Beauty, it 13 true, is not hostile to goodness: on the contrary, the Beautiful
and the Good, cver closely akin, blend ultimately in the one glorious unity of
the Divine natere. The highest perception and keenest relish for the Beautiful,
theredore, is that which is possible only to the pure and holy mind.

Yet there is a lower sensibility to Beauty which is attainable apart from the
moral condition of the heart, and which is often felt most keenly by the most un-
spiritual and irreligious of men. .\ refined bodily organization, a susceptible
nervous system, a strongly emotional temperament, especially i€ these be combined
with a mind of some measure of intellectual calture, will render a man extremely
sensitive to the beauty of the outer accompaniments of religivus worship.

‘The faculties which qualify their pussessor for the pleasures of taste, which en-
alle him tu take delight in art or nature, in puetry or painting or music, in scenic
effects or dramatic exhibitions, are identical with thuse which an elaborate and
poetie ritaal calls intu play.  And there is, therefore, a semi-sensuovus delight in
religious worship imposingly conducted, which may be feit by the least consci-
entious even more than by the sincerely devout.

The soul that is devoid of true reverence towards God may be raptinto a spuri-
vus elation, while in rich and svlemn tunes the lvud-voiced urgan peals forth Iis
praise. The heart that never felt onethrobofloveto Christinay thrill with an ecstacy
of scntimental teuderness, while suft vuices now blending, now dividing, in com-
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bined or responsive strains, celebrate the glories of redeemiug Iove. And not
seldom the most sensual and profligate of men have owned to that strange, unde-
fined, yet delicious feeling of awe and clevation that steals over the spirit in some
fair adorned temple on which all the resources of art have been lavished, where
soft light floods the air, and mystic shadows play over pillar, and arch, and vaulted
roof, and the hushed and solemn stillness is broken only Ly the voice of prayer or
praise.  Christian thought and feeling may indeed appropriate to its own high
uses these outer things. ~All that is noble in taste and Leautiful inart it may lay
holdof, and, by the inner transforming power of devotion, enoble and spiritualize.
Nay, Religion, in one sense, asserts its right to all that is beautiful, and noble,
and lovely on earth, and by its regal touch confers on earthly things a heavenly
dignity. There are ways in which ail the treasures of genius, all the creations of
noetry, all the resources of art, may Le made tributary to this cause of Christ.
Still 1t should never be forgotten that, if largely introduced into the act of religious
worship, the refinements of art may become to multitudes, not the means, but the
end. Instead of walking by the light you kindle, many, gazing on the beauty of
the lamp, will stumble in the Christian path. For one that can take hold of the
angel’s hand, there are multitudes who will content themselves with gazing ar-
tistically on the splendor of his vesture. It is easy to admire the sheen of the
sapphire throne, while we leave its glorious occupant unreverenced and unrecog-
nised. Banish from the service of God all coarseness and rudeness, all that would
distract by offending the taste of the worshipper, just as much as all that would
disturb by subjecting him to bodily discomfort, and you leave the spirit free fur
its own pure and glorious exercise. But too studiously adurn the sanctuary and
itsservices ; obtrude an artificial heauty on the eye and the sense of the wurshipper,
and you will surely lead to formalism and ¢ .f-deception. The meretricious at-
tractions of form may bring numbers, but it will not add true strength to the
Church. The artistic splendor of ritual may xindle many hearts with emotion,
but it will be with unhallowed fire. Betier that the world should stay away than
join Christ’s rank on false pretences ; better that the hearts of men should remain
utterly cold, than that warmed by spurious feeling, they should deem themselves
inspired by a pure and holy 8ame.”—Rer. Jokn Caird.

GIVE GUD HIS DAY,

Reader, do not be o robher. e that steals breaks God’s cighth commandment.
Above all do not rob God. Sunday is God's property. Give God IHis Day. I do
entreat you for your soul’s sake not to profane the Sabbath, but to keep it Holy. Do
not buy, or sell, or idle your time on Sunday. Let not the example of all around
you, let not the invitation of companions, let none of these things move you to de-
part from this scttled rule, that God’s day shall be given to God. The Sabbath is
one of the greatest blessings which God has given to man. Do not make o bnd use of
this blessing. He that cannot give God his Sabbath is unfit for heaven. Heaven is
an eternal Sabbath. Oh! while you live give God his day.

Once give over caring for the Sabbath and you will give over caring for your soul.
The steps which lead to this conclusion are easy and regular.  Begin with not hon-
ouring God’s day, and you will soon not honour Gud's house ; cease to honour God’s
heuse, and you will soon cease to honour Ged's Book, and-by-and-by you will give God
no honour at all. Letaman lay the foundation of having no Sudbath, and I am never
surprised if he finishes with the topstone of no God. Reader, resolve by God's help
that you will always remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Honour it by regular
atiendance at some place where the gouspel is preached. Settle down under a faith-
ful ministry. and, once settled, let your place in church never be empty. Guwe God
His Day.—Rev. J. C. Ryle.

YOU MAY SAVE A SOUL.

0, what 2 happy thing it is to be the means of saving one soul !  What joy did the
first missionaries .a Tahiti feel, when after sixteen years of toil, they first heard the
voice of prayer from a Tahitian’s lips! Al their wenriness was forgotten; their joy
made amends for all thoze sixteen years of labour and danger ; and they shed tears of
grateful happiness, for—a soul was saved.
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What was it made the dying missionary, Boardman, so Lappy, though on a journey
in the Karen wilderness, wheve he had not & roof to shade his aching head from the
fiery sun by day, nor to shelter him from the cold and fog by night? What was it
It was the unspeakable joy of secing the converts, who were coming forwara to confess
their Saviour. It was to witness their baptism, and speak his last words to them, that
he had undertaken hig journey, carried all the while on his bed; and, though death
overtook bim before hie reached his home, he felt nothing but joy—he was surrounded
by saved souls.

Children! would you not like to save a soul? ¢ AL’ you say, ¢“if we were grown
up.” No, you nced not wait till your are men and women. I can tell you of one
sonl that [ am sure can be saved, and just now. .An:d you may have something to do
with it.  That soul is your own! I am sure of this ; for onc of the Jast verses of the
Bible is, ¢ Whoscever will, let him take of the waters of life freely ;”” and Jesus him-
self says ¢ Ifim that cometh unto e I will in no wise cast out.”

THE SUNDAY MORNING DREAM.

My first day of returning health, after many weeks of severe iilness, was a bright
Sunday in June. I was well enough to sit at'an open window in my easy chair, and
as our house stood in a pleasant garden in the suburbs of Lordon, the first roses of the
year scented the soft breeze that fanned my pale cheek. and revived my languid frame.

The bells of our parich church were jusi beginning their chimes, and the familiar
sound awakered in me an intense longing to be with the family once more, a Worship-
per in the house of God.

I took up my Bible, and Prayer Book, which had been placed ready on the table
beside me, intending to begin to read when the hour of the eleven o’clock service should
Le announced Ly the ceasing of the bells; in the meantime 1 closed my eyes and svothed
my impatient wishes by picturing to myself the shady avenues of blossoming limes that
led to our church, and the throngs that would zow be eantering it for the public wor-
ship of the day.

All at ouce I seemed to be walking in the beautiful churchyard, yet prevented from
gratifyirg my eager wish to enter the church, by some irresistible though unseen hand.
One by one the congregation, in their gay Sunday dresses, passed me by, and went in
where I vaiuly strove to follow. The parish children in two long and orderly trains,
defiled up the staircases into the galleries, and except a few stragglers hurrying in, as
feeling themselves late, T was left alone.

Suddenly I was conscious of some awful presence, and T felt myself addressed Ly a
voice of most sweet solemnity, in words to this efiect :

¢ portal, who by divine mercy has just been permitted to return from the gates of
the grave, pause before thou enterest God's holy house again; refleet how often thoun
hast profaned his solemn public worship by irveverence, or by inattention which is inllis
sight, irreverence; consider well the great privilege, the unspeakable benefit and
blessing of united prayer, lest by again abusing it thou ti.¢ the patience of thy long
suffering God, and tempt Him forever to deprive thee of that which hitherto thou hast
so little valued.”

Seeing me cast down my eyes, and blush with conscious guilt, the gracious beiug con-
tinued in a milder tone: ¢ I am ore of those angels commissioned to gather the prayers
of the sainte, and form them into wreaths of glorious incense that they may rise to the
throne of Ged. Enter thou with me, and thou shalt tor thy warning, be able to dis-
cern those among the emotions about to be offered, which are acceptable to Him, and
to see how few in number, how weak and unworthy they arve.” As he ceased speak-
ing I found myself by the side of the angel still, but within the church, and so placed
that I could distinctiy see every part of the building,

¢ Qbserve,” eaid the angel, ¢« that those prayers which come from the heart, and
which alone ascends on high, seem to be well uttered aloud. They will be more or
less audibie in proportion to their carnestness: when the thoughts wander, the souads
will grow faint, and cven cease altogether.’,

This explained to me why the organist though apparentiy playing with all his might.
produced no sound, and why, presently after when the service began, though the lips of
many moved, and all appeared attentive, only a few faint murmurings were heard.

Iow strange and awful it is to note the sort of death-like silence that prevailed in
whole pews, in which as was thus evident, no Licart was raised in gratitude to Ieaven;
cven in the 7 Deum and Jubilate, the voices sometimes sank into total silence.  After




FAMILY READINQ. 125 °

the Creed there was o low murmuring in the versicles and thea distinet and clear above
all other sounds, a sweet childish voice softly, reverently repeated the Lord’s Prayer.
1 turned in the direction of the sound, and distinguished among the children a very little
boy. His hands were clasped together ns hie knelt, his eyes were closed, his gentle face
composed in reverence; ad as the angel wrote on his tablets the words that fell from
those infant lips, his smile like a sunbeam illuminated the church for 2 moment, and
I remembered the words of Loly David, when he ¢aid, *Out of the mouths of babes
and sucklings Thou hast perfected praize.”

Presently I was again reminded of a seripture passage—the prayer of the publican.
A wretched looking man who swept the crossiug near the church, lounged into the cen-
tre aisle during the reading of the lesson, his occupation for the hour being suspended.

The second lesson was the 24th chapter of St. Matthew; some verses attracted his
gttention ; he listened with more and more seriousness, until he at length put bis kand
over his face, and exclaimed aloud, ** What will become of me at the day of judgment;
Lord, bave mercy on me a sinner.” That prayer was juserted on the angel’s tablets.
0 may it not stand alone, but be an awakening of better things. May God indeed have
mercy on such poor neglected ones as he, and raise up some to teach them, and care
for their immortal souls.  After this, growing accustomed to the broken murmurs and
interrupted sounds, I followed many a humble Christian through large portions of the
Litany ; though often when I was listening with hopeful attention, & sudden and total
pause showed but too plainly that the thoughts of the kneeling suppliant had wan-
dered far away, and that he who had appeared so earnest in his devotions had become
languid and silent like the rest of the congregation.

“Thou art shocked at what thou hast observed,” said the angel. ¢ T will show thee
greater abominations than these. God is strong and patient; be is provoked every day.
Listen now, and thou shalt hear the thoughts of these people; so shalt thou have come
faint idea of the forbearance God continually exercises toward those who draw near
him with their lips, while their hearts are so far from him.”

As the angel spoke, my cars were deafened with 2 clumour whick would have been
shocking at a public meeting, but which here in God’s holy Louse, was awfully pro-
fane. The countenances remained indeed as composed arnd serivus as before ; the lips
moved with the words of prayer, but the phrases they uttered were of the world anditg
occupations.

“ How shamefully tate Mrs. Slack always comes,” said one woman, who, looking
over the edge of her Prayer Book, saw her neighbour and a train of dunughters bustling
into the next pew.  “What an example to sct to her family, thank gocdness no one can
aceuse me of that sin.”

“New bonnets again already ! exclaimed the last comer, returning the neighbourly
glance from the other seat, erc she composed herself to the temblace of devotion.
“How they can afford it Ieaven only knows, and their father owing all his Christmas
bills yet.  If my girls look shabby, at least we pey our debts.”

“Ah! there’s Tom Scott,” nodded a young man to his friend in the opposite gallery,
“he is growing quite religicus and respectable: he has been at church two Sundays
runding : how much longer will the devout fit last ?”—These were shocking and strik-
ing examples of irreverence; there were hapily not many sueh; the involaniary wan-
derings of the thoughts were more common.

I was much interested in a young couple near me, whose aitention for a considerable
part of the service had been remarkable.  From the dress of the young man, I judged
him to be a clergyman; the lady wore deep mourning ; they were evidently Letrothed ;
they read aut of oie book. (iradualiy he forgot the awful presence in which he stood,
his eyes wandered from the Bible to her gentle face, and fixing there, called off his
thoughts from heaven.

“ Ilow good she ig, he began to say; how attentive to her prayers, as to all other
duties! What a sweet wife she will make! IHow happy I am to bave won her love.”

By this time the countenance of the young girl wore an expression which showed
that the felt the earnestuess of his gaze; her eyclids trembled, her attention wavered ;
and though she looked at the book some moments longer, she began to murmur of
carihly things, and I heard her say, ¢ O how he loves me—even here he canuot forget
that Tam beside him.” It was many minutes before either of them returned in spirit
to their devotions.

As the service proceeded the attention of the congregation flagged more and more—
the hubbub of the worldly talk increased. One man composed 2 letter he intended to
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send, and even altered whole passages, and rounded elegant periods, without one check
or recollection of the holy place where he stood. Another repeated a long dialozue
which had passed between him and a friend the night before, and considered how he
might have spoken more to the purpose. Some yvung girls rehearsed scenes with their
lovers—some recalled the incidents of their last ball. Careful house-wives p’anned
economy, gave warning #o their servants, arranged the turning of a gown, or decided
on the most becoming trimming of & bonuet,

To me, conscious of the recording angel’s presence, all this solemn mockery of
worship was frightful. I would have given worlds to have raised this congregation to
a sense of what they were doing; and to my comfort, I saw for the involuntary offen-
der a gentle warning was provided. A frown from the angel, or the waving of his im-
patient wings, as if about to quit a place so desecrated, recalled the wandering thoughts
of many a soul, unconscious whence came the breath that revived the dying flame of
their devotions, their sclf blame, tears of penitence and bitter remorse, of which those
kneeling nearest knew nothing, wrung the heart shocked at its own careless ingrati-
tude, wondering at and adoring the forbearance of the Almighty, while more concen-
trated thought, and I trust more fervent prayers, succeeded to the momentary forget-
fullness. In spite of all these, however, the amount of real devotion was small ; and
when I looked at the angels tablets, I was shocked to see how little was written there.
Out of three hundred Christians, thought I, assembled after a week of mercies, to
praise and bless the Giver of all good, are these few words, the sum of what they offer.

¢« Look to thyself,’ said the angel, reading my inmost thougkts. Such as these are,
such hast thou long been. Darest thou, after what has been revealed thee, act such s
part again! O could thy mortal cars bear to listen to the songs of the rejoicing angels
before the throne of the Almighty, thou wouldst indced wonder at the condescending
mercy which stoops to accept these few faint wandering notes of prayer and praise.
Yet the sinless angels veil their faces before Him in whose presence man stands boldly
up with a mockery of worship as thou hast seen this day. Remember the solemn war-
ning, lest hereafter it be counted to thee an aggravation of guilt.” )

Suddenly the sweet solemn voice ceased, the glorious angel disappeared, and so op-
pressive was the silence and loneliness, that I started and awoke. My watch pointed
to the hour of cleven ; it must have been the stopping of the bells that interrupted my
slumbers and all this solemn scene had passed before my mind in the short space of a
few minutes. May the lesson I learned in those few minutes never be effaced from my
heart; and if this account of them should recall one wandering thought in the house of
prayer, or teach any to value more highly and cultivate more carefully the privileges
of joining in the public worship of our church, it will not have been written in vain.—
English paper.

HOLD OXN, OR LET GO.

Many months after T had an opportunity for conversation with my persevering friend,
I made another attempt to learn (as I had sometimes tried to learn before), what it
was that kept her in her unbelicf for so long a time in those dark days of her weari-
some secking.

“You have asked me that,” she said, ¢ more than once before, and I never could
tell you. I have often thought of it, butit always scemed mysterious to me. I believed
tho Spirit had led me, but I did not know how. But awhile ago, in one of my backslid-
ings, I thought I found out something about it.”

“ Well, how was it?”’

“I was in g cold state,” said she; I had lost all the little light I ever bad. I koew
T had done wrong, I bad too much neglected prayer, my heart had become worldly,
and for & good many weeks I was in trouble and fear, for I knew I had wandered far
from God. Then I thought I felt just as I used to, before I had any hope, when I was
coming to your house so much. And then I tried to recolicct what I did to come to |
the light at that time, so as to do the same thing now. But I couldn’t remember any-
thing about it. However, while I was trying, one thing came to my mind which did
me some goed. You know your sermon that you nreached just before I came to have
any hope—I don’t remember the test—but it was about wandering sinners lost on the
mountaing.”

¢« No, indeed, madam, I have no recollection of it.”

“Well, I can’t tell you what it was; I can’t repeat it; may be I can tell enough to
make you remember. I know you represented us in that sermon as lost sinners, lost
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in the woods, wandering over mountain after mountain, in davk and dangerous places
smong the rocks and precipices, not knowing where we were going It grew darker
and darker—we were groping along, sometimes on the brink of & dreadful precipice,
and didn't know it. Then some of us began to fall down the steep mountains, and thought
we should be dashbed to pieces. (I know £ thought so.} But we caught hold of the
bushes to hold ourselves up by them ; some bushes would give way, and then we would
catch others, and hold on till they gave way, broke, or tore up by the roots, and then
we would catch others, and others. Don’t you remember it, sir?”

“Partly. But go on.”

< Well, you said our friends were calling to us, as we bung by the bushes on the
brink, and we called to one another /fiold on—hold on’ Then, you said this cry,
¢ hold on—hold on,” might be a very natural ouae for anybody to make, if he should see
a poor cresture hanging over the edge of a precipice, clinging to alittle bush with all his
might—if the man didn’t see anything else. But you said there was another thing to
be seen, which these ¢ hold on’ people didu't scem to know anything about. You said
the Lord Jesus Christ was down at the bottom of the precipice, lifting up both Ilis
hands to catch us, if we would consent to fall into IIis arms, and was crying out to us,
let go—let go—let go.”  Up above, all around where we were, you said they were crying
out ¢ hold on—hold on.” Down below, you said, Jesus Christ kept crying out ¢ let go—
let go;’ and if we only knew who Ife was, and would Zet go the bushes of sin and
self-righteousness, and fall into the arms of Christ, we should be saved. And you
said we had better stop our noise and listen, and hear Zlis voice, and take Ilis advice—
and ¢ let go’ ?

‘¢ Don’t you recollect that sermon, sir?”

““Yes, only you have preached it better than I did.”

¢“Well when I remercbered that sermon last spring, in my dark, back-slidden state,
I tried to obey it. I ‘lot go’ cverything, and trusted myselfto Christ; and in a little
while, my heart was comforted—my hope came back agein. And afterwards, when I
was wondering at it, I thought, perbaps it was just so, when you preached that ser-
mon a great while ago, when I was first led to have a hope of salvation. DutI never
thought of it before; I don’t know how I found peace and hope the first time, if this
was not the way. I suppose we have to make our choice whether to ¢ hold on’ to some-
thing which can’t save us, or ¢let go,” and fall into the hands of the Lord.”

The efforts of a legal spirit are directly the opposite of an evangelical faith. By na-
ture every sinner resorts to the law. It canpot save him. He must let go that and
fall into the arms of Christ. Fuith saves, and Jesus Christ is the sole object of faith.

AN HONEST TURK.

A poor man at Smyrna claimed the property of a house, which & rich man had un-
justly seized. The poor man held his legal documents to prove his rights, but wanted
the means of corroborating their evidence by the testimony of witnesses. The rich
man was able to duy as many witnesses as he chose; and in order to make room for
the effect of their depositions at an impending trial, he presented the Cadi who was to
decide the cause with five hundred ducats. On the day of the trial the poor man sim-
ply presented his documents and narrated his story ; ard he was followed by the rich
man who, after having brought forth an array of witnesses, made a triumphant flourish
about their being the only witnesses in the cause, and urged the Cadi to give sentence
in his favour. The judge kept silence for some minutes, and then calmly drew out
from beneath his seat the bag of ducats which had been given him, gravely saying to
the rich man, * You bave been much mistaken in the suit, for, though the poor man
has not personally beea able to produce any witnesses in his favour, I myself can pro-
duce no fewer than five hundred.” He then threw away the bag with reproach and
indignation and decreed the house to the poor plaintiff.

The sturdy honesty of this Turkish Cadi is well worth the consideration of professing
Christians. Every member of society is more or less frequently called on to esercise
in gome sense, the functions of a judge. One of the most common occasions is when,
from either choice or necessity, an opinion or sentence is pronounced on the character
of & neighbour; and seldom does such an occasion bappen, without some bribe being
offered to pride, or interest or passion, with a view of influencing the decision. A per-
son for some reason which he does not state, wishes to have the character of an indi-
vidual condemned ; he thinks my opinion on the case of considerable importance ; he
comes to me and repeats charges, vague stories, or inuendoes, which he thinks, should
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determine my sentence ; but suspecting that he has not all, or not sufficiently drawn
my concurcence in his representations, he tells me that the individual complained of
has spoken evil of myself, made me the subject of some foolish jest, or cast some un-
merited retlection on my fair fame. If1 am true to human nature, if I act as the
mass of persons do in similar circumstances, how do I behave now? O shame! I
greedily pocket the bribe which is offered to vanity or purblind self-esteem. I readily,
perhaps warmly, join in giving sentence against the suppused offender, and T am pro-
bably so foolish as even to tuke his wily and unconfronted accuzer tomy heart. What
contemptible injustice in judging of my neighbour! Yet how usually do men practise
this behaviour,—enslaving their feclings to a slanderous bribery of their pride, and perpe-
trating & dishonesty which contrasts vividly with the noble conduct of the Cadi of Smyrpa

Sheflield, N. B. R.W.

JESUS CHRIST MEN.

Read and Ramsey, two American missionaries to Bumbay, say in their Journal of
a Missionary tour in India; ¢ Tke people in Ankola, as well asin Rajoora, call us
Jesus Christ men, no doubt from the fact that they hear us make use of the name so
frequently. In passing along through the strects to-day, the boys would frequently
call out, in our hearing, ¢ Jesus Christ!” The name is yet an offence to many, but it
shall be the glory of all the earth.” Iow happy would itbe if ““they who are without”—
whether heathens in a heathen land, or indifferent onlookers among a christian popul-
ation—always heard such conversation, and witnessed such conduct among the friends
of the Saviour, as might lead them to call the latter ¢Jesus-Christ men,”—to ** take
knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus,”—to distinguish them by their
¢ naming the name of Christ,” as at once the reason of their appellation and the spirit
of their character! If, in what arc called christian lands, the professing followers of
Jesus suffer reproach from infidels and the ungodly, they often suffer it far less for the
sake of Christ’s name, than on account of their own inconsistency. Such as are honestly,
however, reproachfully called Jesus Christ men,—¢ happy are they!” To bear one’s
own reproach, is to suffer in consequence of sin: to bear ¢ Christ’s reproach,” is to enjoy
an cvidence of the divine grace, and & fureshadowing of the heavenly glory.—Zbed.

THE SUNDAY STOXNE.

In a cnal mine in England, there is a constant formation of limestone, caused by the
trickling of water through the rocke. This water contains a great many particles of
lime, which are deposited in the mine, and, as the water passes off these become
bard, and form the limestone. This stone would always be white, like white marble,
were it not that men are working in the mine, and as the black dust rises from the
coal, it mixes with the soft lime, and in that way a black stone is formed.

Now, in the night, when there is no coal dust rising, the stone is white ; then again,
the next day, when the miners are at work, another black layer is formed, and so on
alternately black and white through the week untii Sabbath comes. Then, if the
miners keep holy the Sabbath, a much larger layer of white stone will be furmed than
before. 'There will be the white stone of Saturday night, and the whole day and night
of the Sabbath, so that every seventh day the white layer will be about three times ag
thick as any of the others.  Dut if they work on the Sabbath they see it marked against
them in the stone. Ience the miners call it ¢ the Sunday stone;” and do you not think
they must be very careful how they observe this holy day, when they would see their
violation of God’s command thus written down in stone ?

Perhaps, muay who now break the Sabbath, would try to spend it better if there
were & ¢ Sunday stone,” where they could sce their unkept Sabbaths with their dlack
marks.

But God needs no such record on earth to know how all our Sabbaths are spent.
His record is kept above.  All our Sabbath deeds are written there, and we shall see
them at the last.

Will you not, dear readers, be very careful to keep your Sabbath pure and white,
and not allow the dust of worldliness and sin to tarnish the purity of that blessed
day? Itisourheavenly Father who says, < Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy.”



