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Mectiakatla was occupied by « VM.S. in 1862; Kincolith,
1866; Massett, 1876; Alert Bay +8;8; Hazelton, 188 ;
vam ak, 1882; A:)ansh, T Kn‘.katla T ; and
Tabl Tan &‘ ., Glenora and 'Igelcgra h Creck istrict),
18g8. Port Essington was ocqupied by S.P.G, in (?) 1833 ;
and Port Simpson, 1892,
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TuE aim and end of all mission- §
work being spiritual, itk

Materializing
1he Spiritual,

ary
follows thet by spiritual means
alone can this work be carried
out.
uaimeans cannot be applied in an immaterial form;
they must be materialized in the sphere of action
according to the necessities of the people among
whom we labour. But, no matter what practical
shape they take, it is necessary for us always to
keep in mind the fact that they are spiritual.
Educational and Industrial training instititions
constitute a sphere of very matcerial daily toil and
even drudgery, but can spiritual means be more
sublimely materalized? The plastic intellects of

children being actually placed in our hands for
moulding into a spiritually-minded form!

Then how oftentimes a day does it becowme neces-
sary for us to materialize our spiritual maans into
medical aid and a hundred other forms, wherein
we find it frequently difficult to retain our grasp
of the spiritual!
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Again  we sometimes find ourselves called upon

to materialize very practically our spiritual means
for the betterment of native races or the civilisa-
tion of savage tribes, for we cannot cxpect to ac-
complish much among a people fettered with opium
or deluged with drink, or shut up in the iron cage
of savagery and barbarism; but whatever we do in
this regard it is essential that it must be a true
materialization of our spiritual means.

How great the need therefore
$piritualizing for us, spiritnal agents engaged
the Material. in a spiritual work which can

only be accomplished by spirit-

ual means, to maintian our own spiritual minded-
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2 Th> Caledonia Iuterchange.

ness! 1t is o grand thing to be able-—~to have the
desire to spiritualize “the trivial round and com-
mon {ask” —the monotonous routine of work at
an isolated mission-station, whether in the house
or out ; to see each uneventful and commonplace
duty done stand out in relation to its end sur-
rounded by a halo of glory.

Material labours materially regarded are subject
to the law of matter, and lic heavily and with an
earthly dullness upon the heart, but let them be
once spiritualized and they rise bouyant as things
of air, becoming, like the clouds in the western
sky at evening time, glorious in our eyes.

e Qe

Tue Industrial Missionary Record (London,
England) for ouly contains the following sym-
pathetic paragraph on the Aiyansh Settlement
Scheme :— . R

“By thggiourtesy of the Rev. J. D. Mullins we
have received a copy of the Caledonin Interchanyr,

- issued by the Rev. J. B. McCullagh, of the C.M.8.”

Mission, Aiyansh, Naas River, British Colum-

“We perused thé twenty pages of this very read-
able paper with much pleasuré, It is additionally
interesting from the fact thal, with the exception
of the coloured map on’thé ffont page, the maga-
zine has been set up and printed by Mr. McCul-
lagh’s Indian boys, and it certainly reflects great
credit upon those who have trained them so
well.

“Mr. McCullagh has already proved the practi-
cability and value of associating industrial work
with ordinary missionary operations, and we hear-
tily wish him every Dlessing in his labour of
love.

“His Settlement Scheme by which is it pro-
posed to allot to each man 10 acres of land with
a view to his cultivating it, and rearing hivestock
thereon, within a perviod of 5 years, is oné which
we should think would commend itself to all
interested in Foreign Missions. The people among
whom Mr. McCullpgh labours claim the prayerful
sympathy and help of every Christian, and we see
far-reaching possibilities for good in the cffort he
is making, not only to perpetuate the race, but
also to Christianize and elevate them in  their
social position™

LY

R

T REGRET tozsay that Dr. W. I, Rush, of the
Methodist Mission on the Naas, has found it
necessary to resign his post.

A -most - devoted. ; the least use t
“missionary he did not give—atdeast, the natives;{are much the
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did not allow him to give himself a chance to make
a long term of service. I do not believe the string
was once taken off the bow day or night during
the whole two years of his residence on this river.
He did a grand work under great difliculties, and
it will be very hard to fill his place.

The following cxtract from his parting letter
shows what he thought of our Scttlement and
Tndustrial Scheme:— :

“It has been evident for some time that L could
not continue to do good work in my present state
of health, and we were thinking of making a change
in the fall, but circumstances have developed at
home which call us away carlier.

“We regret very much leaving the Naas, and,
had I the strength, I would ask for no better
sphere than that of gathering the children into a
home, and endeavouring to develop manhood and
womanhood along lines of Christian industry and
thrift. You are on the right track with your
settlement and industrial scheme, and you have
vur very best wishes for success in the undertaking.

“During our two years’ stay on the Naas nothing
but kinduess has been shown us from the white
people on the river, and none have been kinder or
more brotherly than our C. M. 3. brethren, and it

is with sincere regret that we say good-bye.”

0

Ir goes without saying that I am glad to be
able (powr encourager los autres!) to give the fol-
lowing extract from a letter recently rveceived :—

“Fhe other day Mrs. ———— and 1 had the pri-
vilege and pleasure of sending £50 to C. M. S. to

aid in your Homestead ov Settlement Scheme, or

any other way, you think best, for practical
Christianity.

“Sume years ago, the Zambesi Industrial Mission
was started in South Afvica, which I helieve has
beer: very successful in coffee plantations, while
teaching the natives the Gospel story.  The coffee
from these plantations has brought the top price
in the London market, and the income over expen-
diture is now between two and three thousand
pounds per annum, which is spent in perfecting
the work and also in extending into other districts.
Being on the side of practical, common-sense
Christianity—‘when praying to pray, and sing
with our understanding’—1 was interested in the

“few details T bave seen here and there of your

voork. But T know little or nothing of the work or
plan iu particular, and the circumstances wnder
which you are placed are so different to the con-
fined and unlike conditions under which we are
accustomed to live my idcas would not likely be of
you, but our principles and aims
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Tae Conference this year was again held at

Metlakatla on 16th May and three following days.
The Bishop, who had been one of the delegates
to the Ecumenical Conference, New York, was able
to be back in time to preside. There were not
many men missionaries present, but the ladies
) being in force made up the deficiency.
Archdeacon Collison und I went down from Nass
4 in the Mocking Bird— that is the name of our
new steamer, but it is to be changed, when she is
registered, to The Shamrock—and found going to
Conference by steam a very different experience
to going by canoe.

As usual the Bishop’s address was very much
appreciated, and with his lordship’s kind premission
appears in this issue of the fnterchange. -

Very interesting papers were read by the Arch-
d:acon and Rev. J. H. Keen, while the addresses
d:livered morning and evening at the daily devo-
tional meetings were excellent in tone and exceed-
ingly helpful.

One personal pleasure 1 had more than anybedy
eise, and that was in being able to take Miss Tyte's
school out for an excursion on the steamer in the
morning and Miss West’s in the afternoon on the
Saturday. The children enjoyed it immensely, and
the ladies were delighted. Mr. Scott with charac-
teristic kindness gave us all the fuel necessary to
make the two trips.

I noticed with interest that two Indians at
Metlakatla have started a little local industry, a
clam cannery, on their own account. They kindly
made us a present of a few sample cans, which
provided us with some excellent clam chowder on our
return trip. May this and all other efforts to pro-
mote native industry in the country meet with
the success they deserve.

f» fadress

By tHE Riodt REVD. Bisnor oF CALEDONIA
70 THE ANNUAL C.M.S. CUNFERENCE,
HELD AT METLAKATLA, B.C.,

Mav 16—20, 1900.

ROM purely secular persons a
certificate of sanity and respec-
tability is now freely given to
the agencies of missions. Such
mean to be fair and do not grudge a sort of honour
to our enterprises. We rather like it and moved

Missions and
. these without.

by such congratulations consent to be patronized.
We are included among the many agencies that

-
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enlarge knowledge ; serve the interest of current ‘
literature ; open up new linguistic fields ; reveal
hitherto unknown mythologies ; circulate folklore ;
fill up the few remaining blanks in the world’s map ; :
and suggest new trade routes as pioneers of com-

merce. !

Our patrons are not quite disinterested. These
services have a real market value, but though they
allow our motives to smack of disinterested virtue,
they are pitifully slow to matericlly help us. Now
and then their approbation almost touches a sym- .
pathetic chord in their hearts and seems to so sti- A
mulate their defective imaginations that we are fain
at last to hope for their cooperation and sup-
port. ,

We feel flattered by such attentions and like
them. They remember as we do that what they
called the dream of visionaries a few decades since
is being realized. So they chime in with cheap
favour and predict for us posthumous renown.
They really mean it in the saying such smooth
things, but, after the manner of the times, it has no
serious meaning. At the most this may amount to
a gentle pressure that promotes opening of gates,
not the stooping down to gather out stones from
the fields to be cultivated. That which wins app-
robation are the mere accidents—the by-products
of our toil. It menifests no self-sacrificing care
for souls, no reverence for the world’s Redeemer,
no thought of a better world to come.

We cannot fail to see the material results of
extending the Kingdom of God upon earth but our i
Joy 38 over vastly greater things than these. H

We are not ambitious to be Levites to the high-
priests of wmaterialism; but to be employed as
gervants of the Most High God in taking the
bread and wine of the Gospel from His table for
the endless life and joy of fellow sinners among
the world’s waste places.

We who are engaged in this enterprise have
entered into a binding treaty with God. We have
promised to go wherever He sends us; He to go
with and never forsake us; we to do his bidding,
He to enable us; we to follow, He to guide us;
we to trust Him, He to be faithful; and both
parties to the treaty to love without a rival.

Frailties and supposed failures do not break: the
covenant, if in the main we keep our hand on the
head of the Lamb slain for us.

We are the apostles of the Church, chosen and
sent forth, yet directly responsible to the Lord.

We have dedicated ourselves to service in the
outer courts and highways of God’s estate. What
meanner of persons we ought to be! How transfu-
sed with the Spirit of Christ! How fraternally
congistent towards each other and before 21l men!
How mindful of the solemn responsibility lovingly
laid upon us, and how filled with selfsacrificing

“~
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compassion for the lost! Unless we keep such
thought fresh in our minds we may imperil sincer-
ity by a slow process of inconsistency; we may
become possessed  with a spirit contrary to the
Gospel we propagate; we may become soulless ma-
chines—dynamos working in the dark to provide
light only for others ; pose as physicians and infect
our patients with new discases, such as the erup-
tion of inflamed partyism; of the itch of skin-deep
novelties that give no rest for the healthy growth
of true knowledge; and even of a professionalism
that deadens the functions of the soul, so as to
make it foster with corruption in the sight of
God.

This is to proclaim salvation and negleet it.

‘What then? What!

A very dreadful thing once happened. It was
during physical weakness and consequent, despon-
dency, which God forbids to prevail, and thercfore
it vanished as swiftly, even move swiftly than it
came:—“What if the heathen whom we prepare
for heaven search for us hereafter to acknowledge
their debt to us; look for us there and never find
us, because the door is shut and we outside—cast-
aways !” Was that 2 morbid idea? Yes, I hope it
was. But the very flashing of such possibilities
across the mind should be startling.

We stand before God. Prezious souls trust to
us. Eternity will witness against all worldliness,
selfishness and levity in the fulfillment of our
ministry and service. It is a solemn undertaking
to maintain due reepect for the wonderful capacity
of immortal souls, even for our own, as we call it,
though we are not our own, and we are entrusted
with both theirs and ours.

But if this responsibility be great and the labour
toilsome, thank God, every part of both may be 2
means of grace to us all. This is God’s gracious
compensation for us.  1f we miss much that others
count essential to their souls’ development we
receive something instead measured out by love
divine in a cup large enough to satisfy us.

We have to strive to so use God's special mereies
as to become more fruitful in service. As lilies
among thorns—the more for being bruised-—we
must pour fragrance out for those who would tre: <l
us down but for the protecting thorns. Trials
shelter as well as overshadow the soul.

God has given us gems to polish, not to call vur
own yet we may wear awhile, as the mark of our
calling, the crystal dust ground off by our labours.
The workmen may now sparkie with the atoms
cut from the golden vessels, entrusted to us by
their owner and our Master to cover with the
bright designs of Redemption. Perhaps our pre-
sent labours may be worked into the many crowns
on the head of the King of glory .0 splendid ambi-
tion to let our loving service shine from His head!

Seer.. 1900.

Woe be to him who sets no value on Christ’s
purchases. What if at first they are rough and
rude. Let pity grow. A walk through a ruined
town must make men sad: who would not compas-
sionate a ruined soul, a lost world? Then comes
the joy of restoration and its great reward.

I have lately sailed on a ship with
With us butthirty-two other delegates to the New
fiot of ys. York Missionary Conference. Eight

men were Churchmen, the rest from
various denominations of Christians.  Prayer
united us, and we soon forgot out diflcrences,
which yet remained, and mwust remain 1 fear.
What I felt was that it was a duty to avoid
exaggerating the differences, and to fix the heart
on the unity pervading the diversity. If jarrings
arise in our work, as they will, because of the
diversity, we must sec they do not overcome the
real unity. Let us ever try to honestly avoid
collision,

We are citizens of the world as well os of heaven
and have our mutual duties arising from relation-
ships. Compromise is a naked shivering wretch
we need not give the best lodgings to, but his whi-
spers about giving and taking deserve sume hos-
pitality. We cannot always choose what materials
we build with, but whateverit be we have to stoop
to lift it to its place in the building. This means
humility as well as thankfulness. As we uplift
souls we also rise, and they are seen to be precious
stones—some clear, some flawed, but no two alike.
Perhaps the temple will be more beautiful for the
varying hues built in.

Remember God duilds in his builders and their
work. Their diversity may not mar His complete
work ; but if we cannot see it now wemay not ccase
building on that account. We shall have better
sight and more refined taste when we have scen
the topmost stone laid amid the praises of
eternity. Then the light will be virgin whiteness
now our joy must find beauty in the prismatic
hues.

Glorious things arc spoken of our

Missions andJerusalem. What welook farward to

Qurselves. is not the extension of Christendom

as the end of heathendom, and then

the making of Church history like the past, and

so go on for ever. The future is with Ged and

it will be worthy of Him. The climax will be the

complete triumph of the coming King, not the

dead level of the half reclaimed wilderness of the
commun Chistianity we are familiar with,

Our ambition is resolved on preparing for the
splendour of our King. We are weaving souls into
the fringe of the Bride’s apparel all glorious
within.

‘We may have long to labour outside the walls,
to weep over our Jerusalem, but not over its ru'ns;

-
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toagonize in our Gethsemane, but not to tlee and
leave our Saviour in fetters; to suffer for Him and
leave the old Adam transfixed while the new goes
on with joy to Olivet in sight of Calvary, from
strength to strength.

If we keep that in view as the hill that
bringeth salvation we cannot be slothful or inter-
mittent in service, nor sink into a passionless
queitism such as I have seen among a few folk at
home in England. I mean those who luxuriate in
their idle dreams and make for themselves a clois-
ter amid a busy world full of a dreadful pessimism.

Let us imitate the holy angels who serve while
they worship, and keep humble in the loftiest
ministries.

As we strtech out our hands in pity and love
we will lift them up in prayer and in waiting for
itsanswer.  “Stand still,” said Moses to the people,
“and sce the salvation of God,” as He said to
Moses, “Why cry to me? Go forward!”

We have to remember always that truoe success
hinges upon Christ the pillar of truth. Noise and
excitement ave foreign to it. The sound of the
hammer in His temple must jar on God’s ear.
Ostentatious bustle does not become the good
workman who aims at perfection. He looks up to
his model, but stoops over his work in humility.

The giant sins we grapple with are no phantoms,
yet they need not excite us to close with them
with sounds of fury. 'We shall conquer in the sign
of the cross from which breathed out prayer and
pity.

Nothing merctricious advances ourobjeet.  The
world is perishing: we proclaim a Saviour’s mighty
love. Mix up with it much of the world, and our
work comes to nought.

We learn as we go if we walk with God. The
science of missions must be discovered on the spot.
The Holy Spirit is there the Teacher. But we must
be teachable and practical.

The doctrinaire is worth attention. His theories
worked out in the class-room keep this great sub-
ject before the Church at home in Europe, so that
an ever increasing number of minds is drawn to it.
We learn afresh the great dignity of our work, and
obtaining glimpses of its many-sidedness, are drawn
into sympathy with others; but we often smile to
heax grave and reverend authorities of the Church
urging on us some ideas new to them that may have
leaked into their minds from some forgotton
conversation with an honoured missionary.

It has never been my privilege to profit much
from these studics, but I owe much to veterans
past and present. A Pfander, a Robert Clark, a
Morrison, a French or Stuart have been working
out those idcas durving the last fifty years. The
present results had grown out of those ideas before
they crept into the brains of new friends at home,
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and then proceeded out of their mouths as a reve-
lation or a natural development of ideas in the
process of pure thought.

The phraseology is modernized but the meth ods
of missionary enterprise have been evolved in the
field and not in the university. We provide the
data, others generalize, and often discover pro-
gress unnoticed hf the worker himself. In this
way we are debtors, and derive encouragement
from the keener minds coming fresh to the
subject.

Many of us entered on this work when young
and have.never had opportunities of comparing
our work with that of others. Some from inex-
perience of work among the masses at home, and
much less among the highly cultured, are easily
led to undervalue the results around them, and to
depreciate the qualities spiritualand social of their
converts. Such do themselves and their tlock
injustice. )

I am in a position to see this, because in
God’s providence I have had a very varied
experience.

The tendency among us is to expect too much
from the inferior races when Christianized.

The distance bewteen what we were before we
tasted the sweets of forgiveness through the atone:
ment and what we ave as accepted children of our
heavenly Father is much less than between the
Indian Pagan and the Christian Indian. Our
native brethren have made greater progress than
we their teachers have. The effects of faith are
more obvious among them than among the ruling
aces.  1f one of us were to bemoan the remains
of the old nature in our flocks surely thereis great-
er reason for grieving over our own poor standard
of spiritual life compared with that pictured of us
in the imaginations of our sympathizers at home,
and what we ought to be. Do not we reproach
ourselves and feel ashamed in the sight of our
gracious Master? T sometimes feel that some of
our people live ncarer to God than does this sinner
loaded with special privileges—a godly parentage,
a Christian education, training in a Christian
society, elevating studies, splendid examples and
wide knowledge. God sces souls in true perspec-
tive. * Let us strive toobtain a view approximating
to His. Then shall we be thankful and humble.

Brethren, I commend you all to the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ that great Shepherd of the
sheep. . :

More and more do I see thatit islife that tells, not
words. A holy man cannot help being a ture missio-
nary. One breathing Christ’s spirit must love
souls, he cannot help it, and this is a necessary
preliminary to success. Without this a man’s work,
if such it can be called, must be a failure because
he himself is a failure.

Ev.
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But let no one so regard himself if he has been
unsparingof himself in his work. Not one prayer
or act of service offered to God is rejected, but the
true whole of a loving life though imperfect, very
imperfect, is pleasing to Him who knows our
hearts.

Ithank God for the grace given to you and the
labours that grace has produced in your lives.

This is the secret of growth. Brethren grow in
grace. This is a divine precept and therefore a
practical duty. Press on in life and labour, and
God will crown both with blessing in excess of all
our poor deservings,

A T TN TAN VAN YA VAN TON TON VAN YAV VAN TAN VAN TN THN X4
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(JANE W. GUTHRIE 1N THE PURITAR, APRIL. 1899.)

66 g HOSE who work among Indians, just emer-
ging from barbarism, are little inclined to
the enthusiasm of the philanthropist whose

optimistic dreams reveal the red man of a generation
ago transformed into a citizen of the United States
of today, clothed in the garb of civilization and
the mental attributes necessary to the enjoyment of
his privileges; but they see him as he is, a child
needing careful training, just treatment, and
occupation on the reservation after his course at
the government school.

“The old Apache, Geronimo, voiced, not long
since, the uselessness of the modern manner of ed-
ucating the Indian. Togive hima trade, teach him
certain things indispensable for civilized life, and
then turn him loose on the reservation, where
opportunity to practise the arts learned never
reached him, seemed, in his opinion, to be the true
source of much trouble and discontent, and neut-
ralized the benefits of the education. Perhaps the
real solution of the Indian problem will come in
the results obtained from the philanthropic work
that is being done at the present time among the
women of the Indian tribes. It is the first step
in the right direction, and the way was pointed
out by Miss Sibyl Carter, whose labor has been
carried on so quietly that the world knows nothing
of it.

“The story of Miss Carter’s work is & most in-
teresting one. It issaid that while passing analley
in one of the large Eastern citiesshe heard the fecble
wails of a baby. These were so distressing that
she stopped to investigate, and following the sound,
she found herself in a cellar. The baby lay on the
floor and the mother was too weak from star-
vation to move or pick it up. The father
was dead, and the young mother, who

SgPT., 1900

proved to be a German lace maker, could neither
speak English norsell her luce. Miss Carter carved
for her until health returned, and during this
period learned lace making from the grateful little
German, and induced many of her friends to follow
her example, thus providing means to send the
wanderer back to her home.

“Later, while traveling in Japan, she saw the
native women at work making lace. Not long
after her return home she listened to an eloquent
sermon by Bishop Whipple, of Minnesota, who,
moved by the destitute condition of the Indians
under his fatherly care, said that it was impossible
to elevate them morally or physically as long as
they were kept without suitable employment. The
idea of teaching them lace making came like an
ingpiration, and she was allowed to begin work, as
as experiment, on the White Earth reservation in
Minnesota, in a small log hut.

“At first she had difficulty in coaxing the women
to come and see the work, but once drawn inthey
proved marvelously quick in acquiring the know-
ledge, and anxious to perfect themselves. In the
beginning only the simplest mode of lace making
was attempted, the pillow or bobbin lace, but after
a while the needle point was taken up and with a
rapturous idealization intensely appealing to the
teachers. At first only shiftless, half hearted,
contemptuous labor was expended upon the mat-
erials, but steady, persistent effort on the part of
the teachers and an eager set of women came
begging each day for work, until now there is
neither room mnor accommodation for all who
seek.

“From this simple beginning in 1890 schools
have sprung up all over the reservations. Perhaps
the most successful is the one at Leech, on the
shores of the beautiful lake of the same name.
Many of the Indians there are educated, and most
all of them wear civilized garb, with perhaps the
exception of the Pillager tribe, who have never
cared for the delights civilzation offers, and who
still retain the coverings of savagery.

“The mission here has always been considered
a successful one. It was established by the
Rev. Lloyd Breck, and is now in charge of the
Rev. Charles Wright. a full blooded Chippewa.
The squaws turn many an honest penny in the sale
of their lacework, for, through Miss Carter’s
efforts it is sold in all the large stores in the
Eastern cities. The needle point lace is known as
the Honiton, Princess, and Battenberg; the heavy
braids and coarse patterns are Battenberg, and
the various designs are known as Russian and
Belgian. Some of the most beautiful Battenberg
lace I ever saw came from the hands of these
women, and found a rcady sale at somewhat high
prices. Twelve dollars is not an unusual price
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bring one dollar. Handkerchiefs are from three
to twelve dollars.

“While - the women make the lace they perform
all the other tasks. They till their little patches
of potatoes, set nets £-r the fish, build the wigwams
which shelter them in winter, carry all the burdens,
and bear, it would seem, innumerable children. The
Indian woman is not lacking in those characteristics
common to her sex.
fied in the most feminine way. She is exceedingly
clever in copying the design of a fashion plate, or
cutting by eye after the manner of Miss ,§nny
Wren; and will spend all of her energies”and

. substance on some gorgeous garment, perhaps a

.~ red plush gown, trimmed with quantities of broad
- orange satin ribbon. The men always dress well
ﬁ <~ when wedring ‘clothes,” and the source of revenue
-for this would seem a mystery if one did not take
“into_agcount the labors of the women at lace
makeg. :

“At first-the workers met in the mission houses,
where they were given white aprons and taught
to keep themselves and their work clean, Being
oliServant, they soon found that the clean work
sold more readily than that which was soiled, and
the stimulus of competition taught them habits of
cleanliness as nothing else could. Now they pros

.. Yide theit own aprons, keep themselves and-
%’ﬁ eir work scrupulously clean, and are allowed to
~ ™ take their work home when the rooms are crowded’

Those who have young children also take the work
¥ home and return it when finished. They are paid
i at the rate of ten cents an hour, and’ frequently
make a dollar a day. There is a great deinund for,
the work-put-out-by the women, and the guarantes,
of its-éxcellénce is the price it brings. When on€’
realizes’ that the time formerly spent upon bead
and porcupine work for personal adornment. is
now put upon labor which is remunerative, which
appeals to the latent artistic sense, which rouses
healthy, moral aspirations, the ethical force of
the cultvation of these attributes cannot to be
overestimated. :

“No one who lives with the Indian indulges in
highly optimistic dreams of his possibilities, but
viewed from the standpoint of the inflaence of this.
work upon the women and its resultant effects,
ressimistic predictions seem out of place. Abos
all, from the ethical point of view, the help offered
by woman to woman suggests a step onward which
] is of inestimable valuc. The Indian woman must
find, as has her foreign sister, inspira.ion in the
exquiste art of lace making. The filmy, ‘lacy,
‘cobweb-like substance forming under her hands
satisfies an inherent love of the beautful which
has heretofore found form in the barbaric blanket
‘and bead, porcupine, and feather work.
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for a center piece, and the small doilies rendily*’

“The dignity of labor has yet to be taught to
the red man; but the lace makers have discovered
its charms, and tlle steady, persistent cffmrtr of
these women gogs far toward counteracting the
influence of ‘the indolence of the male membérs of
the tribes. The assertion that this is woman’s
centory finds its confirmation in the progress of
the American peoples, where woman has ever been
a dominant force. Learning under favorable

Her love of dress is exempli-e circumstances to walk in the paths of progress,

she reaches out to show others less fortunate the
way. Surely, in the spivit of this work among
the Indians there is some measure of compensation
for the wrongs the red man has suffered at the
hands of his white brother, and a force which is
pressing him toward that period of evolution we
calt civilization.”
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Ghe Indi&m of Dom Sqoﬁu.

“TuEe degenerate Indians of Novo Scotia furnish
good material for study to a visitor, Theaboriginal
inhabitant has lost Ins savdge instinet to a very
great extent, but he has tdken no lessons in thrift
from his white neighbor.; Inwinter he comes as
near to starvation as it is possible to go and at the
same time sustain life., In summer he lives in
the open air. so far as the rather cool climate will
permit of his doing so/

“The Indian is alsg a fisherman, Ife makes a
specialty : of his gq/me, however, and devotes
most of “his fishing jtime to the capture of the
porpoise; 'Why he does so is not very clear, unless,
perhaps, it is the cage that the returns from the
catch of 'the porpoise are more immediate than
those from the sale of other species of fish. 1t
may be, too, that thé red-skinned fisherman has an
aversion to remuining at sea. He knows little of
sailing craft. Who eyer saw an American Indian
who was a good sailor! His acquaintance even
with rowboats is limitedybut.he-is a past master
of the art of handling a birch-bark cance. Itisin
the naVigation of this nervous sort of craft that
the Nova Scotia Indian exhibits his greatest dis-
play of energy. The boatman who can ground a
light canoe must shake off his lethargy and bid
farewell to all feelings of squeamishness, for not
only is there diffieulty in the accomplishment -of
the task, but considerable danger as well.- It isa
feat, however, that the Indian has learned from
his progenitors, and he accomplishes it with a
display of skill that is little short of marvellous.

“The Indian lives, as a rule, in a hut of the
rudest description, located as near as possible to
the haunt of the porpoise. e wishes to waste

‘ﬂ‘
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no energy even in seeking the game that brings
him in a living. That living is sometimes good,
more often uncertain. In good weather the por-
poise hunt is a paying business. In Lad weather
the hunter stays at home and takes as little care
for the weather as it is possible to show. If the
porpoise is clusive and does not show a disposition
to be captured, the Indian is fully as well
satisfied to remain in his hut and play cards.
Should the pangs of hunger gnaw with more than
ordinary rapacity, he works at odd hours on lobster
baskets, which he sells to the white fishermen.

“The Indian’s home is a rude tent. It serves
to keep out the weather. His wife and children
are plainly enough of the same easy-going character
as the male head of the house. They know noth-
ing and they thirst not for knowledge, whether it
be of easy acquirement or difficult of attainment.
If porpoise hunting is profitable, the Indian is
‘lush’ and no ‘mining camp profligate is more
lavish in his expenditures. He hoards up no
store of provision against the approach of a rainy
day, but makes glad the heart of the small shop-
keeper through his extravagant purchases of sweets,
canned luxuries, and rum of a decidedly strong
character. In the latter failing he is an easy
match for his petroleum drinking cousin on the
reservations in the States. Tobacco is a weakness
with him also, and his supplies of the filling for
the peaceful pipe are never forgotten. He is
more than a savage in that he cares more for his
stomach than he does for the gay trappings that
come from the hands of the dealer in ready-made
clothing.

“Of intelligence, beyond that of the kind that
tells him how to earn a living with the most
economical expenditure of energy, this aboriginal
inhabitant has little. In this line of thought,
however, he is without a peer.”

—S1pNEY Mograw.

In the Metropolitan Magazine

August. 1899,
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Opaning of Rinaolith ﬂhumh.

BY A 1LADY CORRESPONDENT.

UNDAY, September 30th, proved an eventful
“day at chohth, for not only was the new
church opened in the morning but also a large
number of the people were conﬁrmcd in the evening
by the Bishop.
The “Mocking Bird” arrived early on Saturday
morning from Alya,nsh bringing Mr. McCullagh
with a number of the people and the Alyamh

1hz Caledonia Interchange.
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Brass Band. : :

We were well favoured by the weather, Sunday
being & clear, bright day. TIn the morning at half
past seven a prayer meeting was held by the
Archdeacon for confirmation candidates. .

With the sound of the first bell for Service the
chicfs, choir, and people generally began to assem-
ble at the mission-house to form the procession
which later on left for the church. At the
oStcond. bell the procession—formed of the Aiyansh
Brass Band, the Choir and Clergy, the Church
Army, chiefs, and congregation—marched up the
village to the Church Army Hall where a halt
was made while Mr. McCullagh took one or two
photographs. Then, to the singing of “Onward
Christian Soldiers,” the procession moved on to
the church. At the bottom of the steps another
halt was made while the choir sang the anthem,
“Open ve the Gates.” A petition signed by the
chiefs was then read by an Indian to the Bishop,
after which the doors were thrown open by the
church wardens, and the procession marched in,
singing, “All people that on earth do dwell.”
This was followed by the Copsecration
Service, after which the anthem ¢“I was
glad” was sung by the choir, a short address being
given by the Bishop. During the Service a col-
lection was taken at, which the sum of $130
was realized.

In the afternoon there was a Church Army
weeting which commanded a large attendance;
and in the evening we had a united gathering
of Kincolith, Greenville and Aiyansh people at the
Confirmation Service when fifty-five candidates
were presented to the Bishop for confirmation, the
Revd. J. B. McCullagh preaching thc confirmation
sermon in Nishga. Some of the white men from
the neighbouring canneries were also present for-the
occasion.

On Monday morning at half past nine Holy
Communion was administered in the church to about
seventy-one persons.

A Thanksgiving Service in the afternoon enabled
us to show our gratitude to God for all His
morcies, the people bringing thank-offerings of fruit,
flowers &e.

The same afternoon, there being a favourable
wind, the B’lshop left us for Metlakatla.

The visitors in the village were feasted through-
out by the Volunteers “and Firemen. in tnur
respective halls.  On DMonday the mission-house
party reccived invitations to a six-o’clock supper
in the Firemen’s hall. One might almost have
imagined onesclf in an English restaurant to sce
the waiters in their white coats, and the many
small tables at which the guests were seated. During

the meal we were ontertained by songs from the .

waiters, also by a funny Indian who, dvessed as a -




SepT., 1800.

Chinamen, acted his part splendidly, and added
greatly to the amusement of all by joining in the
songs, and giving his own squeaky solos from
time to time,

The church thus completed and consecrated is
a fine building, eighty feet in length by forty in
breadth, the tower and spire rising to about one
hundred feet in height. It stands on nearly the
same site as the former building which was de-
stroyed by fire in 1893. It is flanked by a vestry on
the north west of the chancel, and the entire
building has been erected by the Indians themselves
under the direction and according to plans prepared
by the Archdeacon. The pulpit forms a special
feature of the furnishing of the interior. The
body is formed by open panel work with double
Gothic arches in each, and would not discredit a
London manufactory.

WINTER MAILS
Forthe INTERIOR.

Arrangements have been made by H.B.Co.
for two mails to be despatched o the interior
during the coming winter. _

The first mail will leave Essington on or about
10th December, and should reach Naas Harboun
on 15th, where it will be received by couriers
and taken via Aiyansh direct to Hazelton.

The sccond mail is expected to reach Naas Horbour
abeut 10th February.

The couriers on each return trip will bring owt
mails from the interior and deliver the same at Naus
Harbowr.
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Hiyansb Settlemant Sahama.

NOTE. . Through the generosity of a friend of
pructieal effort we have been enabled this Fall to
* (a) assist some of our Indians in cutting, and partly
levelling about two miles of waggon road through
the reserve, on either side of which we hope soon
to see ten-acre locations laid off by government
surveyor; and also (b) to place on this road for
the use of those taking- up locations, a British
Columbia farm truck-wagon with team harness
complete. This is the sort of help that helps ue
onward.

J.B.McC

'I i N et _‘.:,:4.':.'».” i . o
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Gha Indiun potlatuh.

YUBSTANCE OF A PAPER RRAD BRFVORE OC.M.8, ANNUAL
CONPERRNCE, AT METLAKAILA, B.C., 1899,

BY THE REV, J. B. McCULLAGH.

Wugx this paper was read at our Annua! Conference a resolution
was passed asking me to have it published. I now, in a_way,
comply with that request by printing it in the Interchange
together with other matter tending to throw light upon the
subject.

—Eb.

HE Indian Potlatch presents a most difficult
problem, not only to solve for the Detterment of
the race, but even to understand. Indeed no one

who has not been born and reared as an Indian smong
Indians practising it can rightly comprehend what it

all means. Though I cannot lay claim to this privilege .

(1, yet I have had the Potlatch under close observation
for sixteen years, and have studied it on the spot both
in theory and practice as far as one may doso without
actually making one.

But while considering myself thus qualified to speak
on the subject, I cannot say that I have completel
exhausted it, for there are ramificafions connected wit
it which, I must confess, seem to bafle all effort st
investigation.

I think it important, however, to Iay before you as
much as I know concerning this custom, for it seems
to me that upon the thorough eradication of its
principles from the Indian mind depends, humanly
speaking, the permanency of the results of our work.
This I hope to make evident as I proceed. :

I would first of all say what the potlatch is not.
It is generally described as a custom, but it is not a
custom in the ordinary sense of the word, it is much
more; we cannot label it as a habit or' usage, it is
something quite different; it is very far from being a
festival, although to the outsider it may appear as such;
it is not a religious rite or ceremony, even though there
may seem to be a strain of ancestral worship in it; it
is neither an amusement nor an entertainment, however
much thoss who practise it may seek to represent it
in that light. » :

Now, if it may not be classed as & custom, practice
or habit; if it may not be regarded as a festival, re-
ligious rite or ceremeony; if it be neither an amusément
nor an entertainment, what is it?7. I reply it is a
systematized from of #ribal government based upon the
united suffrages of the clems,

Potlatch is not merely the making of a feast where
a dance is given and presents madv to those attending,
If that were all it would be harmless enor:h, bub
that is only the outward expression of it. The potlatch
is political as far as this life and this world concern
the Indian, and the event seen by the public is in
reality an election.

The articles distributed with so much display as
{ree gifts (with the exception of blankets and calico
torn up into small strips) are all returnable within a
year or two. They are not gifts, as many people
imegine, but vote-acknowledgements—a public recog-
nition of the rank or social status of the voter (who
records his vote by his presence) by the Potlatcher who
is a candidate for some position, favour or honour in
his clan.

But before proceeding further it is necessary to offer
some information as to the constitution of Indian
society. You are all aware that it comsists of three
classes—the nobility, gentry, and common people. These
are organized intc families (or houses), clon-sections,

clans, tiibes (communities or villages), and confeder- °

acies,
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A family or house is a portion or branch of a
clan-section., It has its own crest and sub-chief,
subordinate to the clan totem and clan-sectional chief,
and of itself or in combination with other kindred
fomilies forms o complete clan-section.

A clan-section is a company of one or more families
having the same totem and totemic name, and
forming one division of a tribe.

A clan i3 the aggregate of kindred clan-sections
having the same totem and totemic name.

A tribe is a community of two or more different
clan-sections residing in one place, bearing a common
territorial name, and governed by the chiefs of the
clan-sections in council assembled.

A confederacy is an alliance of several tribes for
offensive and defensive purposes, and is governed by
the united suffrages of the clans in public assembled.

The principal clans of the Nishga Confederacy are
the Lak-Gibu(Lupians), the Ganhada (Ranians), the
the Lak-Shkik (dquilians), and the Gishgahas (Can-
nabtans).

Kach tribe on the Naas is composed of a clan-section
from each of the above-named clans. so that for the
transaction of business (which is chiefly dynastic) in
any tribe on the river, it is necessary to summon the
other tribes and thus bring together all the clan-sections
of each clan in public assembly. And this is the
raison d’ etre of the Potlatch.

Indian affairs are, as I have said, principally dynastic,
that is they have to do with hereditary rights and
titles, successions to chieftainships among the chiefs,
to a higher social standing among the gentry, and to
the ‘“‘going up one” in the fam'ly circle among the
common people, for everyone is somebody’s junior, and
wants to become sombody’s senior.

These successions often carry with them substan.ial
emoluments in the way of hunting and fishing rights
over certain lands and streams, and are not infrequently
a bone of serious contention, sometimes ending in
bloodshed.

Then in each clan-section there are many vacant
places, filled by men of renown in the good old times
when the Indians were numerous, but now retainin
only the name. To f£ill these vacant places an
revive the old names is the one awbition of the
surviving members of clan-section families, and this,
like other successions, can only be accomplished by
obtaining the united assent of the clans.

Thus there is only one topic of interest in life to
these people, only one object for which to live and
only one scope for their natural activity, viz.: the

lorification of self. In each Indian town you will
find the clan-sections living together on sapparently
very good terms, but, in reality holding each other
down or staving each other off with all the cunning
imaginable. Jealousy of one another is the character-
istic feature of Indian life. and so socialistic are
their ideas that no individual dare improve his condition
above the general average, while at the same time each
clan -section is consumed with a burning desire to
make a better show than any other.

You are all of course aware thet members of the
same clan may not intermarry. Such a thing, according
to Indian ideas, would be an abomination. But it
may not have become evident to all of you that uot-
withstanding this law the majority of Indian murriages
are very close as to family affinity. In most families I
find it has been the custom of the men for generations
te select their wives from one particular clan-section
of another but still the same clan, because of equality.
in rank or from other social considerations.” And
this may be one reason why the Indians do not
incraase.
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Marriage never unites the man and the woman;
from first to last the parties belong to different clans,
and maintain respectively their own social positions,
Children are counted in on the mother’s side as her
elder brother’s family, belonging., of course, to her
clon. And all rights, titles, and property descend
from uncle to nephew or niece, and not from father
to son. The idea of a widow laying claim to her late
hu. sand’s property or a son to his father’s, would
be absurd to the Indian mind. But it is very hard
to suppress nature, especially when it is human; for,
in spite of all, the paternal or filial instinct crops out-
at times and sets up serious complications in this social
machinery.

No better description could be given of the Indian
people than that supplied by the name they give them-
selves—dAlu-gigiat. li‘ruly they are a Public-people, for
they have no private business, no private rights, and
no domestic privacy. Bvery right is kolden (that is the
meaning of the work YuqQu, which the White-man,
judging from outward appearance, calls Potlatch, i.e.,
giving) and every matter regulated by a public manifes-
tation of assent on the part of the united clans. And
this public expression of assent. made by the clans
and acknowledged by the individus _is what we call
potlatch, Even - babies are legitimized, so to speak,
in this way, the naming of children recorded, and
their admission to tribal privileges sigpalized by the
same means.

You will observe therefore, that according to the
constitution of the tribes and the distribution of clans,
Potlatch, or a system analogous to it, is a necessity, from
an Indain point of view, in order to preserve the
unity, distinctions, and traditions of the race; for one
clan-gection may not assent to an act except in concert
with the other sections; if it do, the act in question
is only recognized within that section. And if an
individual assumes any right to which he may be
.entitled, without a public manifestation of assent on
the part of the clans, he finds himself in the position
of a miner who stakes off a claim without recording
it: the next individual in the line of succession may,
by going through the usual formalities, jump the other’s
ciaim. Sometimes the rightful claimant of a privilege
is too poor to call the clans together for their assent,
in which case some one else of kin who is better off
asserts a counter claim, sends out a runner, calls the
clans, and so tokes the other's place. When you hear
of Indians killing each other, or attempting to do so, it
is becanuse of some such reason as this. There lies
extant in this system an unlimited pcssibility of
serious tromnble, but it is8 not to be found in the mere
giving of a feast or dance, nor cven in the distri-

ution and destruction of property, ne, nor in the
eating of dog or human flesh; the evil and the roots
lie deeper and quite apart from these things.

You will further notice that, zlthough not an idol
itself, the Potlatch puts all the idols of heathendom
in the shade, for not only does it swallow up the
sustenance of an entire community but the community
itself, and only says ¢Shimoigit” (Hail. chief!) in
return. It consumes five clear months out of every
tewlve in simply gorging, sleepicg and dancing; the
most that any of its votaries can carn is all too little
fer it; the money that ought to be spent upen the
necessaries of life is squandered on this idol, which is
feted and glutted to its heart's content, while the
goor, the aged, the feeble and the sick le in poverty,

lth, and rags—dying for want of a little nouri-
shment. :

It is a pitiable sight to behold sick folk, invalids,
delicate children and babies travelling to and fro over
fifty miles of waste ice and snow, the themometer
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perhaps below zero at the time, for the sole purpose
of paying and receiving homage before this idol. I
have seen dying persons and children suflering from
measles hauled ahout the country in mid winter on
sleds, camping out in the snow at night, in order
to be presens, or that those on whose tender mercies
they were dependent might be present at Potlateh;
and I have scen them taken back from Potlatch in
their coffins.

I will now give you a brief list of the various
functions whereat the presence of the clans is considered
necessary:

1. On the birth of a child, except the parents
choose to have it regarded as illegitimate, so to
speak, the sections of both clans—the father's and the
mother's—must be assembled, feted and presented wi.h
suitable acknowledgements of their rank &c.
2. The naming of a child is another public function.
If a boy, his ears are pierced ; and if a girl her under
lip. But this piercing is dying out. The ceremony
cannot be performed privately, nor yet within the
family circle of one clan section, but must take place
at some public gathering of importance, and the social
status of each person present must be recognized in 2
suitable manner.
3. When the child has reached the age of seven or
eight years it must be signalized or distinguished
according to its ancestry. and introduced to the public
wearing some particularly prized headdress, an
heirloom if possible; a number of blankets and 2
quantity of print calico are then torn up and dis-
tributed, the pieces varying in size according to the
rank of the recepient. This is called -Si Halaid.”
_~~4. When the child is 10 or 12 years of age it is again
¥~ brought forth for public recognition. A feast is made
on a small scale and a dance given. and again property
is distributed. The child is presented arrayed in tribal
regalia, and publicly assumes the charge of some

family emblem in the shape of a toy of the monkeyﬂ‘z

”

on-the-stick order, which is called a “Naknog.
function is therefore known as “Naknogs.”
5. Girls on attaining the age of puberty are set apart
to fast four days. The first food they are allowed to
taste after this fast is at a feast where all the clan
sections of the village are represented. After the feasy
the attendance of the clans is duly acknowledged by a
distribusion of gifts. This formality is termed
“Gindtqu.” ie., an arising. after which the girl is con-
sidered marriageable.
6. Most Indians are distinguished by tatoo markings on
their bodies, the imprinting of which is a great event.
These markings generally represent some bird, animal
or reptile connected with the totem of of clan or crest
of the family, and on the occasion of the tattooing it
is usual to twake up some further articles of ancestral
° regalia and another -naknog,” besides the assamption
of a large amount of self-importance, while a dis-
tribution of property is made on a larger scale than
hitherto. Only adults are permitted to go through this
ceremony as it leads to a position of somme dignity in
the public crtimation. The custom is called “DUMYE",
ie, @ starting out. A year afterwards a feast is given
when the marks are publicly shown and declared
~gwalgwa”, ie. dricd or healed.
7. In a few years time the person. if sufficiently well
off to do so, goes through a similar ceremony called
“Owk,” probably meaning, Motion enward, av which
what the white man would call “a by peilatch” is
made. The right to wear some imporiant crest is:
established on this occasion with a further addition of
regalia and, perhaps, more tattoo markings.
8. After an Indian has performed “Osk he may aave
to work hard for several years in order to be able to

This
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take the next step which is called, “Oiag,” ie, an
arriving, meaning, I suppose, an arriving -at,.-the
position of full membership in the clan. It is much
the same as Dumyé and 0k, but on a larger scale as
to the acknowledgements made to those assembled.
Further clanship privileges and dignity are conferred or
assumed, and the individual emerges a duly enfranchised
member of the Confederacy,

As such he is now free to take special degrees of
honour such as Mitla, Lalim, Ulali, and Unana.

The Mitla is a very simple dance affair containing
nothing objectionable from a moral point of view.

The Lialim is a dog-eating degree, when the candi-
date. having made himself sufficiently mad in the
woods—naked and fasting for several days, joins the
ceremonial dance and tears a dog to pieces with his
teeth before the assembled company, after which he
distributes as much property as he is able.

The Ulala is a cannibal degree, that is to say, the
eating of human flesh is its leading feature. It isnot
so bad as it used to be when slaves were killed, I am
told, and dead bodies exhumed for the purpose. The
modern method is to get together as much property as
possible, fix the date for the dance, then disappear into
the woods for a few days cloaked in a bearskin with
a bellows-whistle under each arm, and then when the
dance is on turn up in a fine frenzy and start in
biting those present. On some the biter only leaves
the marks of his teeth, from others he will draw blood,
while perhaps from others, if he can offord it, he will
tear a piece of flesh away. After this beastly fit of
voluntary insanity (the highest ambition of the young
men!) he will distribute his property among those he
has bitten according to the nature of the biteinflicted.
It is now two years since the last Ulala dance was
held on this reservation. Let us hope it may never be
revived.

The Unana is a erockery-breaking honour. The candi-
- date having been artisticly painted, kilted and feathered,

is armed with a club, works himself up into a towering
rage, and then proceeds on his mission of destruection,
stepping like a high mettled charger. Entering into
each house he goes foaming around breaking basins,
plates, lamps or anything he sees, and having completed
his tour makes a grand display of recompensing
the owners. Men who. have gone through these
degrees are not to be lightly esteemed, they are
generally very proud and pufted up with the glory they
have acquired.

9. Another legal formality of importance is the Llin.

If from an cause an Indian has not been able to

go through the various formalities already enumerated
he is not considered a member of Indian society
proper, and as he cannot %o back to childhood and
take them seriatim he is allowed to present himself
in toto by wmeans of this provisionary statute called
-Llin, which consists in obtaining the united assent
of the clans in the usual way. Many Indians have
renounced Christianity and civilization by this means.
If a man puts away his wife or a woman leaves her
husband the divorce is completed by either or both
parties going through the Llin, after which they are
at liberty vo marry whom they please. And here
I might observe that if our civil law recognizes the
validity of Indian marriages contracted according to
Indian custom I do not see how it can ignore the
validity of this custom. I mention this as.sgainst,
not in favour of such recognition. Even an lIndian
~who has been married according to English law may
put away his wife, go back to the heathen community,
perform the Llio, take another wife and go about
treely without any fear of our law interfering with
his liberty. This is cne reason why the civilized

°
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tudians wish to see the Potlutch abolished. it would seem that everyching should be presented
10. And now we come to what is generally known as npside down from our point of view in order to appear
the Potlatch, but which is no more potlatch thon any right side up to them-—refuse a thing, and it at once
one of those functions I have already mentioned. The Yecomes an ‘object of desire, offer it freely and it is
Nishga term is Yuqu, ie., « lolding, and the ceremony #rorthless. or you have an ulterior motive in offering
is performed in connection with the death of a chief or if.
other individual of rank for the purpose of continuing ; As to the Nishgas themselves, divest their minds of
his nume and position in the clan by his heir. It _thisway of thinking and you have really the nicest and
differs in no way from Owk or Owng—a feast and Dest natured people imaginable.
distribution of property, after which the defunct chief's : I must now say a few wordsabout the effect of the
nephew is acknowledged as ohief. It is also considered potlatch system upon those Indians who have come
necessary for a chief to present himself every four qut on the side of religion and civilization.
or five years in this manner in order to continue the ( If after an Indian leaves the Confederacy to join
holding of his chiefteinship by a renewal of the public ;j‘miasion the polatch would let him alone all would be
expression of assent. yell. But it does no such thing. If the man be a
The building or rebuilding of » house is also considered chief the potlatch immediutely usurps his chieftainship,
a4 necessary occasion for making a potlatch, because jpromotes another chief in his place, takes away his
it entails the holding of a public position. There is name and title, and ignores him. This is very hard
no such thing as giving a potlatch, as o white man for some men to bear, not so much because of the
gives & dinner or a ball just because he wishes to be huwiliation as because of the injustice.
sociable. A potlatch must be for a purpose, and if . If when a Christian Indiun dies the potlatch would
there be no legal reason (uccording to Indian law) léave the matter alone much heart-burning would be
for giving it it cannot be given. Only as a candidate avoided. But it does no such thing. If the deceased
for some public position can an Indian appear before has been a person of any social position some heathen
the electorate of the Confederacy by making a clansman is suge to make a potlatch for the corpse in
potlatch. . order to tak,qf"fhat position, thus raising trouble among
1). There is another formality connected with the the Christisn relatives.
Yuqu oalled H3Gks. A chief usually gives a Hooks a  If the potlatch would leave their young men alone
year before his potlatch comes off, but as far as I. the Chbristian Indiaus would not be very much opposed
can see it has no specisl significance except, perhaps,™ to jt. But it will not leave them alone; it inveigles
that of putting the electorate in a good humour. them back into heathenism, helps them to go through
There is generally a good deal of folly indulged in with the Halaid or Llin, and ties them up to debts
at a Hooks. There is also liable to be considerable from which they may not be able to get free for
wanton {from our point of view) destruction of property years.
if the friends of the chief giving the Hooks take 1t  ~The civilized Indidn occupies a strange position. As
into their heads to do him honour. Thisthey do by making® far as his affairs are concerned the white men—miss-
him presents of articles of clothing &c., but instead ionaries, jovermmeht officials and others think of him
of putting them in his hand they put them in they and act towards him as being one with them in their
fire where they are quickly consumed. The chic¥*aws and in the rights emanating from those laws
then and there makes return presents also Putting {c & The Indian Act), but with the Indian himself it
them in the fire amid rounds of applause. To the 15 different. He can only conceive of himsclf in his
Indian mind this is all comme il faut. new estate according as he finds himself supported for
Having thus touched upon the various ios and outs or against what he considers to be his rights-and
of the Potlatch system let us consider its influence upon wrongs. If when he is made to writhe under a sense
the Tndians. of injustice, and complains to us only to be snubbed
Amoug those who practise it its influence is baneful or to have his grievances made light of from our
s in the last degree; it pufis up while exbausting, and -failure to comprehend them, is it to be wondered at
its victims while being destroyed think they are that he feels we have no interest in his welfare? The
being established: it presents an outward altroistic”givilized Indian finds himself in a majority of two to
appearance, but is essentially egotistic; those who one on the Naus, and yet he cannot get a hearing He
practise it think they are the pick of benevolence has appealed vainly to the Authoritics to Le relieved
whereas in reality they are most selfish; it is fatal from the tyranny of the potlatch, but he has not
to 21l idea of thrift and comfort in family life—to been understood, and it has not been thought advisable
be thrifty is to be bad, to be ecomomical is criminal; to give him relief, hence it is that the potlatch in a
it is destructive of individual liberty and, consequently, modernized, though no less injurious form is now be-
of the develcpment of the race; it is inimicai to all coming as it were a necessity among the civilized
social progress and education; although not a religious» Nishgas.
system it i3 intensely repugnant to religion, and the I do not mean to say the Government has made no
civilization of the Indiar is an abomination to it; it atlempt to help in this matter: it has dope so, but
produces such a strange condition of society-tbat if o in the most deplorable manner possible. Tt has passed
we caw get in five years' work among the people in. & law (49V.,c.43,3.114.) prohubiting the Potlach on
twenly :ciwrs we may clsim to do well; .. places pain of six months imprisonment, but this law has
our best acvions in a ialse lighi—while we think we Xever been enforced, and this hss had 2 very demor-
are showing kincness and charity to the poor and a‘&lizing effect upon the Indians loth Christian and
needy we arve in reality paying homage to exalted heathen. This is where my personal protest comes
personagen: our greetings, salutations and smiles very in.
often appear - in the same light; our efforts for the  As to the law in question forl'dding Ind'ans to tear
selvation of souls are nothing less than a hunt for, up blankets and distribute property, it should never
men of title with which to adorn our missions. while” have been passed; first, because there is really no
everything containing the element of a free gift—-and’ moral harm in tearing up a blanket; secondly, because
much of our work is of that nature—is liahle tc appear tearing up blankets and giving away presents are not
in the light of a *‘bid” for 1 svour. the disturbing factor of the potlatch; and thirdly,

’

To a people socially organized on potlatch prinoiples because tearing up blankets and distributing property
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are not in themselves an obstacle to Christianity and
civilization. The fact is, the law should not have
heen aimed altogether at the heathen Indians; it should
have been partly in favour of, and partly in restraint
of the civllizad community on whose patition the legis-
lation was made

A chief wishing to become Christian and civilized
should have his rights assured to him by law—the
Potluteh should not be allowed to deprive him of his
rights.

The Christian dead should be made sacred against
all Potlatch interference.

An Indian having once left the Confederacy and taken
up his position on the side of law, order, and civilization
should not be allowed to publicly renounce, and so
brinz into contempt his profession of Christianity and
civ'lization by means of the Potlatch.

No Indian married according to English law should
be allowed to put away his wife and marry another
woman according to Potlatch authority. The womat
should be restrained in like manner.

These are the lines upon which the law against pot-
latching should have been framed, and on which it
might, with great advantage to the cause of education
and civilization, be amended. .

It is the duty of everyone who has the welfare of
the Indian at heart to protest against the jresent
unsatisfatory state of affairs. If the existing law i< to
be retained, enforce it; if not, take it off the statute
book. But if it may not be repealed, let it be amended;
and if it be amended, let it be so amended that it
shall touch the core of the evil and ensure relief
where velief is wanted, and restraint where restraing
is rcquired.

49 VicT. c.43, 8. 114,

v “Every Indian or person who engagres in or assists in celebrating
the Indian_ festival known as the ‘Potlatch’ or the Indian dance
known as the ‘Tamanawas, is guilty of a misdemcanor, and liable
to imprisonment for a term not excceding six months and not less
than two months: .

2. “Every Indian or person who encourages, cither directly or
indireetly, an Indian to get up such a festival or dance, or to
celebrate the same. or who assists in the celebration of the same,
is guilty of a like offence, and shall be liable to the same punish-
ment.” 47 V., c. 257, 8. 3.

58-59 ViCT., €. 35. 8. 6

“Scction one hundred and fourteen of The Indian Act is hercby
repealed and the following substituted therefor :—

“Every Indian or other persen who cngages in, or assists in
celebrating or cncourcges cither directly or indircctly another to
celebrate, any Indian ?csti\'al. dance or other ceremony of which
the giving away or paying or giving back of moncy, goods or
articles of any sort forms =a part, or is a fcature, whether such
gift of money, goods or articles takes place before, at, or after
the celebration of the same, and cvery Indian or other person who
cagages or assists inaay celebration ordance of which the wounding
or_ mutilation of the dead or living body of any human being or
animal forms a part or is_a feature, is guilty of an indictable
offence and is Hable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
six months and n6t less than two months; but nothing in
this sectio shall- be construced to prevent the holding. of any
agricultushal: show or cxhibition or the giving of prizes for
exhibits thereat.” . . . . =

Side—light on thg poﬁ&tqh.

I give below the fac-simile of a harid-bill—the
advertisment of a perty of Zimshan Indians who
arc giving thedtrical exhibitions in Victoria of some
of the Potlatch customs alitded to in my paper—as
bearing witness indirectly to the accuracy of the
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statements I have made.
EVENT OF THE SEASON.

Port Simpson Indian Band Concert
Axp ExmisiTions oF War Daxces, SLeiGuTr oF
HaND PERFORMED AXD Exposepb, Hyban D aNcE,rTo.

THEATRE ROYAL

(LATE ALHAMBRA)
Monday and Tuesday Evenings, Sept. !Oth & tith

AT 8 O'CLOCK.
Band will parade Saturday, Monday and Tuesday at 10 a. m,
-and 7 30 p. m. -
Songs and Choruses by Full Band.
Solo by the Great Northwest Wizard.
- PROGRAMME. -
Indian- Chief Dance. 8. Hydah Dance.
Man Eater. 9. Band Chorus.

SRR N

Dog Eater. 10. Soung and Chorus.
Destroying Dance. 11. Solo by Northwest Wizard.
. Wizard b_j the Northwest 12. Slight of Hand Performance
ns Mad Bfan. by the Wizard.
6. Indian War Dance. 13. Band Chorus. =
7. Ingian Sleight of Hand 13. God Save the Queen.

performed and exposed.

RESERVED SEATS, 3vc. GENERAL ADMISSION, 25c.
For SALk AT 519 HastTiNe ST, RooM 7, OR AT THRATRE.

I am informed on ‘the authority of some who
were present at this exhibition that “it was a most
disgusting spectacle,” and many of the audience
got up and left the theatre. The items numbered
1, 2, 3, and 4 on the programme are no doubt
identical with the Mit4a, Ulala, Lu‘lim, and Unana
dances referred to in my paper. )

I am glad that the White people of Victoria
and Vancouver have had an opportunity of seeing
for themselves in semi reality a representation of
the degrading customs of the Indians, customs the
“right” to indulge in which, we are told, “must
not be trampled wpon” in the interest of the “wel-

Jare” of the Indian race!

I would put a question to our White Friends,
speaking on behalf of the would-be-civilized
Indian:—If it was disgusting only to witness
such scenes for a brief hour, to what extent is it
demoralizing for a whole community (men, wowmen,
and children) to be given up body and soul to the
cnacting of the same scenes for five months out of
every year?

I puat this question to British Columbians gen-
crally, because the “to-be or not-to-be” of this matter
lies in their bands. )

But perhaps it was mere “prejudice” that filled
our friends with disgust and drove them from the
theatre; anyhow, they have justified the anti-pot-
latch attitude of the missionaries by the very
prompt manner in which they showed their
disapprobation of the performance, although, to
iy mind, it would have been better to have
regnained and learned the real lesson of such a

Sty s
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demonstration of savage life—if such degradation
can be called life, viz.—The utter darkness of mind
and heart evidenced by such customs, and the
bounden duty of every White man in British
Columbia to do something (at present they do
little or nothing) towards lightening this darkness,

—Eb.

JSY | FE—
61}& potlatab and (Darriaga.

Froy what I have seen of Dr. Webb I consider him to
be a keen observer, a scientific thinker, and logical 1n
arriving at a conclusion. When we last met in con-
ference we differed entirely in our views of the
Potlatch. I maintained the necessity for Government
interference as in the case of intoxicating liquor, but
the Doctor deprecated any action of the Authorities
in the matter. Since then, however, Dr. Webb secems
to have obtained a closer and truer view of Potlatch
tyranny. and now wonders that the Government seces
no need for interference.

The following is an extract from Dr. Webb'’s annual
letter to the Church Missionary Society as publjshed
in the Annual Report, 1899—1900, page 490.

—Ebp.

“Another great hindrance to the conversion of
these tribes is the absence of the family unit, and
the existence of a system of community whose
bondage is absolute. The young man is ready to
marry: the young woman (fourteen years of age) is
marriageable: what hinders? There is no home to
build or furnish, there is abundant fish in the sea
and berries in the woods for food ; they want for
nothing it would seem. But wait! This girl isa
marketable article, she is worth so many blankets

(their medium of barter); she must be bought ; where

does the young man get 500 to 1,000 blankets? He

borrows ten here, ten there, and so on at 100 per
cent. interest(!) and he is then bound hand and
foot in one form of the potlatck, which means usury
in its worst form. He wiil never be able to pay,
unless the girl’s father should have a better offer in

a few months’ time, when the girl is taken from

her husband and sold a second time, sometimes a

third or fourth. The father of the girl then pays

the youth double the number of blankets, and
trades away his daughter to the highest bidder.

This is not an account of some few éxceptional

cases; this is she custom, the invariable regular

system of marriage as it is and has been for years,
and the Indian sees nothing disreputable in it, and
the Government no need for interference!”

Anotherextract from a letter from a missionary’s
wife is worth quoting in this connection:—

“Four guls who had risen to Fifth Reader, and
been in our Howme two years, were taken out by
their male relatives and will be sold to the highest
bidder for the Potlatch, and this in a land over
which “Victoria reigns.’

1hz Caledonia Interchange.
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“Two Christian marriages took place last year,
but the women were so taunted, and persuaded to
leave their husbands that the two couples left
their village rather than be subject to Indian law,
one couple remaining north after the fishing and
the other south.”

— O

Dom Onr Bagislators
q lqm the potlamh.

ﬂ FEW years ago 2 motion was brought forward
in the Provincial Legislature to advise the

repeal of the law against potlatching. The
discussion upon this motion and the views expres-
sed by Members may be of some interest to readers
of the Interchange as showing how our Legislators
regard this custom.

The motion was brought forward (I quote from
the Times, April 16 ‘98) by Mr. Helmecken who
said :—

......... every member was interested in the welfare of
the Indians, and would therefore bear with him while
he went rather fully into. the subject.”

But the only argument 1 find adduced in support
of the motion is that,

“White men would strongly object if a law were
enforced prohibiting them from enjoying themselves on
the 24th of May. Ist of July or any other holiday,
and the Indians had the same right to object because
a law was passed prohibiting them from enjoying an
ancient and harmless custom.”

I repeat over to myself the words:— “enjoying
an ancient and harmless custom,” and a cold
shiver runs down my back. How many thousand
dollars did this harmless custom cost the govern-
ment in 1885 on the Skeena? Or does the
government know that the murder which led to
that expenditure was a potlateh affaiv? But I
have told that story in another place.

“Hon. Mr. Turner said the house should «arefully
consider the matter before committing itselt, as it was
one of those things over which the Dominion govern.
ment had fult control. There were hurmless amusements
connected with potlatches, but he knew that often the
Indians carried these orgies to such an extent as to be
a serious menace {o the community. The chief trouble
arose from the indiscriminate and wholesale szle of
liquor.”

It is a scrions fact that, notwithstanding the
laws prohibiting the sale of intoxicants to Indians,
they can and do get as much liquor us they desire,
and manufacture it as well—at least they do so on
the Naas. Never at any time during the past
twenty years has the sule of liquor had sucha free
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run among the Indians as at present.

““Mr. Booth could not see how the potlatch could be
blamed for the sale of liquor. He could not sympathize
with the acts of missionaries in connection with their
cfforts to prohibit potlatches.”

True, the Potlutch may not be blamed for the
swle of liquor to Indians, but it may well be blamed
for the purchase of it, us it is certainly to be blamed
in this district for the manufacture of it.

It is generally supposed that the missionaries
are very keen upon suppressing the potlateh, but
this is a great mistake. No doubt they would all
like to see the end of it, but I do not think they
would move for its suppresion by law in the interest
of religion. It is when a community of Indians
begins to develop on the lines of civilization and
progress under the missionary’s fostering care that
the potlatch begins to pinch them, and they cry
out to be relieved socially and civilly by law, making
of course, their representations through their missi-
onary, consequently our legislators have fallen into
the error of regarding it as a case of Missionary
versus Potlatch in the interests of religious propa-
ganda—an unworthy motive,

“Dr. Walkem said the Domimion government legis-
lated as it did because of the representations made by
missionaries that the potlatches retarded the work of
Christianization. The thirst for potlatches was strong
in every Indian and it was impossible to do anything
with them. It wasg difficult for members to decide
whether potlatches should be prevented or mot. If the
punishment were not so severe the object desired could
be more easily reached. Potlatches cculd not be pro-
hibited bv force of law. The Indians would have to be
educate ap to the matter.”

If the missionaries made any representutions
they did so as speaking for the civilized Indians.
1 think, (for I was not in the country at the time),
that the civilized Indians petitioned the Govern-
meit, and the missionaries endorsed and forwarded
their petition.

With regard to ‘‘cducating the Indians up to the
matter,” I would like to know how it is to be
done. Indians who adhere to the potlafch wiil
not be taught, nor allow their children to be taught.
It is only after a man gives up the potlatel: that
he can be taught. I wonder if the Songhees of
Victoria have been or are being educated up to
the matter: thue and opportunity have not heen
lacking in their casc.

“Hon. Mr Eber:< said that potlatches were a scrious
menace to the province. They were demoralizing to
the younger wembers of the tribes. He referred to
the recens troubl« ai Salmon river. when Indisns pre-
paring to holl a larg: potlatch handled policcmen
rather roughly. 1f the law could be so umended that
potlatches could be held under proper supervision good
might result. The missionarics had done good work

and their op'nions in this matter should not be totally
disregarded. If the potlatches were confined to 8

fricndly gathering to seitle accounts no great harm
could be done in allowing the Indians to hold them.”
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A missionary’s opinion, as such, is worth no
more than that of any other man: neither is it
worth less. Tt does not seek credibility as a
favour on account of good works. Like the
opinion of any other man, its worth depends upon
the opportunities afforded and embraced for obtai-
ning information ca the subject concerning which
the opinion is expressed.  As regards the Potlatch
the missionary’s opinion is the only one of any
value, because he is the only white man who
lives on the irner side of Indian life and who really
doca anything for the “welfare” of the Indian.

~Mr. Sword said the province would assume a great
respcasibilty in asking for the rep2al.of the law. If
any trouble resulted, the blame would rest with the
province. He moved an amendment to the effect that
the Dominion government be requested to inquire inte
the subject of potlatches with the view of sccuring a
repeal of the law. providing the grievances were well
founded.

“Major Mutter said Mr. Sword's amendment 1might
cause delay. He did not see why habits of the nativese
which were not crimival should be interfered with.
The rigats of the Indians as well as the prejudices of
the raissionaries should be considered.”

Here again we have the old idea cropping
out—Missionary prejudice versus Indian rights!

“Mr. Helmcken said that the legislature should not
be afraid to take the responsibility of legislation. His
vesolution was drawn as it was that it might come
hefore the premier of Canada, and from what he knew
of that gentluman he was sure he would act in the
best interests of all concernod.

“Hon. Mr. Martin, speaking from his experience in
the interior, said he saw no harn result from potlatches
there. The white men were here by might, and thoe
rights of the Indians should not be trampled upon.”

In considering the question of Indian rights one
should remember that these “rights” are no longer
altogether on the side of savagery with its paint
and feathers. Those Indians who have come out
on the side of civilization and progress have, in so
doing, come into the inheritance of far more
important rights than those of making dances and
tearing up blankets. In the foregoing report
such rights are conspicuous by the absence of all
allusion to them, if indeed they had any place in
the minds of the Honorable Mewbers taking part
in the discussion. And yet the motion w5 made
in the interest of the welfare of the Indians! Let
me refer my readers to page 18 of this number of
the Interchange for an object lesson :—¢ ‘you must
geve up Christianity and cwiliation. and come
back {o huathenism.”  Thisis the Potlatch demand-
ing its rights—the rights that “must not be
trampled vpon;” asserting its right to trample
upen  the rights of freedom, religion anrd
civilization!!!

“Mr. Sword's amerdment was then carried an a vose
of 14 to 13.”

—J.B.McC,
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extarior qiem of a potlatah.

THE following description of a potlatch made on the
Songhees reservation at Victoria, B.C., is taken from
the C(wlonist, May 25th. It is sad to find those
Indians who for the past fifty years have been above
all the tribes in the Province most closely in touch
with our boasted civilization still in the rut of
their old ways. Can we do nothing better for them
than make interesting “‘copy” out of their folly? Is
there no cause to plead on their behalf for their
advancement? To talk about the chief “paying his
debts” in this way is simply absurd on the face of it.
Debts are not paid by an indiscriminate scramble of
property.—ED,

“THERE was a potlatch on the Indian reservation
during the early hours yesterday morning

“Willie, sub-chief of the Songhees, then paid
some long-standing debts to his fellow-tribesmen
and their dark-hued relations from Cowichan and
other nearby rancheries. From the position of a
well-to-do siwash—owner of a buggy, a sailboat, a
war canoe and many, many blankets, to say nothing
of a long list of ‘other equally valuable and desir-
able effects,” which were the envy of his neighbors,
Willie suddenly drepped to that of the average
rvesident of the reservation. Affluence became
sufficiency.

“In all over two hundred persons attended the
potlatch. The gathering began in the wee small
hours, when the railway bridge was not even
outlined in the gloom. The guests had been sum-
moned by Willie, and they congregated in front
of the old square hut of roughly hewn slabs which
fronts on the roadway to the Marine hospital at a
distance of some fifty feet from the railway bridge.
A drift wood fire was built. in the centre of the
roadway, and the assembled guests sat in a circle
around this, their bronze faces gleaming in the
raflection of the roaring flames, giving the tout
ensemble of the scene a wierdly picturesque effect.

“The guests had hardly taken their seats when
there was a demoniac yell from the blackness be-
yond the light of the fire. Then came a hurrying
patter of bare feet, and a dancer, with a gaudy
head dress of red flannel and heavily rouged brows
and cheeks, and wearing the customary coat of
feathers, broke into the circle. Then the dance
began. One by one others took up the step, kloo-
tchmen as well as men, and soon a number were
jumping up and down after the fashion of the
conventional siwash dance, to the tune of a couple
of tomtoms and the sing-songy chant of the
onlookers. So the hours passed, with little
intervals of feasting, until daylight—the hour of
Willie’s sacrifice of his property.

““Then, mounting on the roof of the square home
of many families, Willie made his ‘Wa-wa.” He
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told of how glad he was to pay back his debts; of
how great he was; and of innumerable other things
which the translator dropped in the translation.
His speech finished, the blankets were brought to
him, together with shut-guns, silver dollars, carved
planks and many other things on which the wait-
ing siwashes looked with longing eyes. The
klootchmen had retired to the background, and
waiting beneath the rostrum of the giver of the
potlatch, the bucks stood like a crowd of schoolboys
below a window where another was scrambling
apples.

“At last the signal was given, and Willie began
to throw. A blanket was swung into the air, and
as the wind caught it some hundreds of hands were
stretched as high as the stature of the owners would
permit. Down came theblanket, and it was in an
instant clutched by at least a hunderd. Then the
Indians swayed to and fro in a heap, the weaker
ones being swept aside and the woolen covering
wrested from them. Still crowds clung on, and
then one man near the corner drew a knife and
cut as big a piece as he held. Others cut out
picces held by them, and soon the blanket was divi-
ded in small bits which would hardly have made
adoll’s covering.

“Thus it was for some time. Blanket after
blanket was struggled for. Some— but not a great
proportion—being retained whole, those holding
the larger areas bought out those with the lesser
handfulls.

“At length the blankets were exhausted. Then
shot-guns were thrown from the roof and struggled
for, like long bones for which a number of dogs
held claim, until at last all competitors having
been either bought off, or wrenched free, the guns
passed into the possession of a more fortunate one.
Silver dollars were scrambled and other desirable

-effects made the bone of contention of the struggling

horde. Carved boards, totems bearing some yet
unwritten siwash story, fancifully decorated pad-
dles, hats, ete.—all were scrambled for and the
holdings auctioned off as in the matter of the
blankets.

“Then came the potlatch of Willie’s buggy.
This up-to-date vehicle was standing on the road
as the throne of an alligator-like totem, the mark

of the family from which the sub-chief claims

inheritance. ~ After duc obeisance and pro-
per observance of the totem had been made, it was

Jifted ouf, and, at a given signal, the siwashes

raced to the buggy. It was yanked about pulled
up and down at the risk of tearing it apart until,
like the other potlatched articles. the one who tug-

‘ged for it more than his fellows bought out the

others. The same procedure was carried on in the
potlatching of a war.canoe, then of a sailboat. The
clientelle of some more prominent Indians fought,




Seer.. 1920,

struggled and hauled the canoe and boat about
but there was always one or more of the stronger
ones who could not be ousted, and until the price
was paid, the struggle for possession continued.
“So it went on. Aurticle after article went until
when the workmen were hurrying to work soon
after the breakfast hour yesterday, the greater por-
tion of Willie's goods had been potlatched——his?
debt was paid. !
“This hasbeena week of celebration on theIndian,
reservation.  On Saturday a big dance was held—'
the dance of the maskers. A number of Indians
took part, all wearing big wooden masks, many
having beaks which opened and shut with the
pulling of a string, and this morning, as the Colonist
reaches its readers, another potlatch is being held.”
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In Defenue of the potmtah.

Aud? alteram partem.

HaviNg condemuned the Potlatch unsparingly in the
foregoing pages, let me now g've my readers all that
can be said in its def :nce by its supporters themselves. I
must say. however, that to-my mind, being behind
the scen s. this defence reads like a huge joke, being,
altogether constructed and argued ont on the lines
of the White-man’s (mis)concpsion of the nature
of the Potlatch.—Ep

A

Text oF THE PETITION Wiirct THE DELEGATION OF
Naas RiveEr INDIANS ARE SENDING
T0 OTTAWA.

“Having interviewed the superintendent of In-
dian affairs, Mr. A. W. Yowell, and alzo consulted
with a city lawyer in regard to their complaint,

the delegates of the Naas river Indians—Amos™ ™

Gosnell, William Jeffrey and “Billy” Williams—
have forwarded to Mr. G. E. Corbould, M. P., at

. o,Ottawa, the following petition:

% “The undersigned, delegation of Indian chiefs,
in view of the hereditary right of our ancestry
would respectfully represent: That we were ai-
the Indian department in the city of Victoria
this day at 11 o’clock. In an interview with Mr.
Vowell, Tudian commissioner, we were informed
by an explanation of how that any person giving
a potlatch would be imprisoned for six months. It
is the desire of the Indian department to civilize
us, which nivets with our approbation; but we were
born Indians, educated according to the laws of
our ancesiry, and, as nature dictates to us we
enjoy their vested rights as an inheritance. We
came to Victoria to obtain our natural rights.
“We sez in this a contradictory state of affairs

adorning your civilization. Churches are numerous;
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theatres are located in the various sections of the
town ; and saloons multiply in numbers;all of which
are in conformity with your laws, consequently we
wish to know whether the ministers of the gospel
have annihiliated the rights of white men in these
pleasures leading to heaven and hell exactly in
different directions. They have kindly forced us
out, as we are ‘not in it.’

“In the difference of your wisdom have we com-
mitted any offence against the Almighty God or
civilized humanity by bestowing on our poor Indian
brethren the pleasure of our hearts by donation of
charity in token of friendship. Ifitisasin against
nature, or a damsge to government, society or other-
wise, we will yield with the kindliest feeling to
your imperial mandate.

“You have your Christmas’s, Fourths of July
and 24th’s of May, all of which you cclebrate with-
oul interference—sine qua non. Money is spent
in squandrous profusion with no benefit to the poor
of your race.

“We go to the entertainments of your theatres
and you charge us money for the privilege. We give
our dances at which our guests are welcomed by
the testimonial of donations, according to our
custom—the inheritance of our fathers.

“If we wish to perform an act moral in its
nature, with no inj ry or damage, and pay for
it, no law in equity can divest us of such
right.

" “We see the Salvation Army parade the streets
of your city with music and drum, enchanting the
town; leading wanderers, and helping the poor—
by making him vay for all he gets.

“We are puzzled to know whether in the estim-

ation of civilization we are hurian or fish on the
tributaries of the Naas river, that the felicities of
our ancestors should be denied us.
“Qur lands and our fishing grounds are conver-
ted to other hands; licenses are imposed for fishing
the waters of the White Crest mountains. which
we pay with pleasure, for such is your law, and we
only ask in connection that our potlatches may
meet with your approbation.

. “We see in your graveyards the white marble
and granite monuments which cost you money
in testimony of your grief for the dead. When
our people die we erect a. large pole, call our people
together, distribute our personal property with
them in payment for their sympathy and condol-
ence; comfort to usin the sad hour of our afiliction
This is what is called a potlach —the privilege
denied us.

. “It is & chimera that under the British flag sla-
very does not exist.”

(Signed) Wise-as-You.

Sims-San.

N aas-Quar-So.

- e pAA
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Delegation of Naas River tribes who claim for
the injunction on three towns $5,000 to each town,
payable every twelve months.
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Dom the potl«mh GIorks.

IN connection with the Indians’ defcnce of the Pot-
latch I give below a verbatim report of a complarint
made by W a Christian Indian of
L..-K....... It speaks for itself and shows why the
Christian community is against the Potlatch. Ep.

I

COME before you to make a complaint,
because I am being very much persecuted
concerning .he death of myuncle, G...... of

I really belong to the Git. . ..... tribe of which
my uncle was chief, but I have been living for
some years at L..-K.... mission. My uncle’s
house was burned at Git........ two years ago,
and I then invited him to come and live with me,
to which he agreed. He then went up to
Git........ to bring down his things, but the
people there took him against his will and per-
formed halaid upon him, so that he could not move
aftor that for fear of breaking the Indian law
which they put ~ him, thus my purpose concern-
ing his welfare came to naught, because they tied
him up hard and fast to their potlatch law. They
then persuaded him to rebuild his house, and helped
him by free labour. Two years after that, hiscanoe
capsized on his way up the river, and both he and
his wife were drowned. Immediately on hearing
thisTleft L..-K.... and went upto Git........
where I organized a party to go out and search for
the bedy. Chief W...... then called me into
his house and made & speech to me, urging me to
accept my late uncle’s chieftainship and paper of
authority—a piece of moose skin with my uncle’s
name on it. They then performed halaid upon me,
and acknowledged me as rightful heir to my
uncle’s position in their village. The party I had

sent out searched the river two days, and on the-

third day returned without having found anything.
I then paid them all for their time, so much a day,
spending altogether $150.00. After that I remai-
ned iz my uncle’s house, and in a short time they
called upon me to make a potlatch. They threat-
ened to put me out and take the house from me if
I refused. 1 replied that I would mot potlatch,
because the Agent had already proclaimed the law
against it on the river. But I promised to respect
my uncle’s dignity, and said I would erect a mar-
ble monument to him in the village. But they

rajected my proposal, because I would not potlatch.
And now they have given me notice to quit But I

Th: Caledonia Interchange.
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I do not intend leaving the house, for the potlatch
has no longer a right to tyranize over one’s private
family affairs. And now they have agreed to
deprive me of my chieftainship by a general vote
of the tribe, and offer it to my cousin who, they
say, is willing to make potlateh. But I choose to
stand upon my rights within the law, and I say
that as government has seen fit to prohibit potlatch
it should support me now in my position. I make
this complaint so that if there be trouble about it
on the river you may know how the case stanils.

SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT made one month after
the above (Decr. 1898 ).

O~ Tuesday evening last I was in my house at

Git........ when two men came for me to attend
a council meeting of the chiefs. I accompanicd
themto W...... ’s house. When I had entered

and taken a seat W.. ..., addressed me thus, “I
spoke to you when you first came up in the autumn
saying you are the rightful hoir to your uncle’s
chieftainship. I say the same th'ng to you again
now. Baut if you wish to take tho title anl posi-
tion of your uncle you must give up Christianity
and civilization, and come back to heathenism.”
Chief A...... also spoke to me, say:ng, “I say
the same thing to you now, that you must give.up
hreligion and civilization and come back to be a

heathen and make a potlatch.” Chief M......
_&lso said the same thing, and®N.... and G.....
A.. G.... then stood up and opened a paper

from which he began to read or pretend to read,
saying, “Any person coming to this village for
the purpose of settling must do so by making a
potlatch, and if he deceive the pecple of this place
by not doing so he shall be cast out forthwith.
And any person found causing excitemet in this
place shall be cast forth, thus saith the great

“lawyer’s law and the government and the Queen.

For we have neard that you, W..., F...., are
going to place a teacher at this placa to teach our
children and thus cause trouble and excitement.”
To 2ll this T tried to reply wisely. A...... again
spoke, saying, “If you will give up Christianity
and return to the potlatch we will fire off our
cannon for four days and nights, and you shall be
our king in this place. If you promise to do so it
will be quite enough, we will do it nierely on your
promise.” Then G..g.. arose and said, “And
after you shall have made your potlatch we will
all arise like one man and become Christians.”
To this I also replied as wisely as I could, declin-
ing to have anything at all to do with breaking
the law, for I know that although the government
takes no notice of these people breaking the law,
yet I do not think I should escape.
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(Dission Botas. ) - ‘ ﬂiyansh. Dotes.

Tue Rev. A. E. and Mus. Price returned from - I aw glad to say that on two aceasions we have
England in June and resumed their work on they been able to nayigate our steamor up the river as
Skeena.  Iam gratified to learn that Mr. Price . fur as Gitwinksilqu.  We dare not attempt the
was able this yew to secure the services of a Chi-- waters above the canyon while the steamer is un-
nese native evangelist for work among the Chinese  provided with a steam wineh and suflicient length
coolies at the cannevies during the fishing season. ; of steel cable. No doubt we shall get all the appli-

#ances we need in due time, and until then we can i

O afford to make the canyon our head of navigation.

: Tt is about 8 or 9 miles below Aivansh. :

Miss Tyte, of the Indian Girls’ Home at Metla-

katla, left for England on furlough carly in June, ——0
and Miss Carleton of Alert Bay was to have left. ) L !
for her vacation this month. I have not yet heard,  ~Cnier Dasqu has had indifferent luck with his

however, whether she has vealized her desire.  The sheep.  Several died last winter, and the dogs
Rev. A. J. and Mrs Hall were expected back from. have made havoce of a few more during the swnnier,
England in August, to resume charge of the work There was a natural increase of five in the flock
at Alert Bay. -+ this year, but the last canine incursion placed the
) balance on the wrong side.  Dasqu is, however,
Y | far from being disheartened, and has been busy
makiing hay all the svwmer. :
Tur Rev. W, E. and Miss Collison arrived at s
the mainland from Queen Charlotte Tslands in May 00—
having made a very miserable voyage in a nativel < o
schooner.  The vessel leaked so badly that it kept@Cuirr ‘Leug is, 1 have heard, going to bring up
them rather busy baling her out, the water some; some calves on his return from the coast. He
tnmes reaching the bunks in the cabin. Hmvever&lli_oughb them from a settler on Queen Charloft . . :
they managed eventually to make Port Simpson sland.  Harry Guno, Dasqu’s younger brother, -
all vight. has also made a like investment, so that little by )
little we are in a fair way to develop our scheme.

N W
. —
LarLy in June a happy event took place at Mot- )
lakatla, the Rev. W, E. Collison being united in~~ 'Tuosg of our women who have remained at
marriage to Miss B. Davies of the White Home. home during the summer (quite a few) will be
The C.M.S mission at Masset is thus now well pro#®much better off than those who went looking for
vided for, and we wish Mr. and Mrs. Collison work at the canneries. As far as I have been
many happy years of fruitful labour in their new able to ascertain, these women hav? now nearly
sphere. " pade a hundred dollars each in drying and pre-
serving fruit, while those who have gone to can- :
[ § W neries will think themselves very fortunate if they
~auake thivty dollars profit each.
Dr.and Mrs. Ardagh, who ha.e been for many :
years in charge of the C.ML.S. medical work on the ——O——
coast, have been appointed to the Gishgagas mis-. ) ) )
sion on the upper Sf?ecnu, which has become vacant — CHiBF Ksdiyawug of Gitlakdamiks has placed
by the resignation of Mr. X. Stephenson who has his boy, Hi}lda“’lS, n our 50[100! this year with the
been labouring there for several years with signal express wish that he be baptized and educated.
SUCCCCSS. He is a very willing boy and is doing pretty well.
His Christian name is Basil. We have now eight :
SR BZ N L8230 L 02 M2 SBA NS RZ NS SN MBI hoys in training, entirely dependent on us for cloth-
R ing, and I hope friends will not forget this fact.
The next dnnual - Conference of the British . '
Columbia C.3.S. Mission will be held, D.V., at . FeR537
Metlakatla on 22—25th May, 1901, - )

-
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" ‘”2\9  dmg zkminmuk (man). shot by one of the constables sent to
« wst. x{see 20

he Y)otlaiah, T T £ (man), stabbed by Guwildidnou at Gitwingak. o -
' Vi 87, l\ ?ﬁf“hammn \vmn), shot by Shaitwan at Ligiap's potlateh n.b v -
: i g\afmtwan cnlef), shot by Kshgigk at the same potlatch—3L ¢
as @ o84, Zéoimudk (chief) clubbed with o gun by Aziksh at Hagesqus )

. tlate

hgg’ % N}}Im (man), stabbed by Dwnnouuk, 1 [Tamanawas, this and
S8 ,&vxv 2 cases)
[ g

86, Dipgul ()outh), thorax eleft open with e hatchet by Néqu. 1 : ¢
&3¢, Seawik (man). shot by Dumnonuk in the afiray, ©
s 87, Dumnonuk schie!) shot by Néqu (7 in same n'ﬂmy
MANY of our readers will remember the “scare” of an %ﬁ, ’“{"‘"{,gg‘g”f b““;‘%}fngfn“:}fh "'oa’;"c},ﬁ" by Widak-hayszqu, ¢ .
2t Al eat O 8 .
Indian ugm?ing in ls‘i%’ originating in a murder commxttgd w:hﬁzkwﬂm fm (chief), shot bypGish\\u.tqu at Widal-hoynzaw's )
by “Jim” of Gitwinlgol, who was subseguently shot by ’
one of the constables sent to arrest him. and whick'., ¥ Fen (chicf), shot by the Hugwilgit at Giaulugiat’s pot-
eventually necessitated the despatch of a mllltary‘ force o i
to the Skeena district. ) 1o P - alw &) %ecg\ exx; xtih somet. now living.
This murder arose entirely out of the otlatch—-—nv 1 Liec on the spol ,
claimants fer a chief's position. “Jim's” wife had a ‘i?s"{{‘,g fﬁgﬁ"}ﬁ };:f,g,'; ’;yh;‘;’e';‘,‘;‘,‘;"geg,‘}‘;;,‘f;‘;: g?'m ae mony
half-breed son whom she induced to ~jump” the claim -ra) Thess crimes are confined to a population of about 2.000.
ofone Nizquv toacertain chicftainship according to Potlatch 12 can be p d to give evidende in any one, or all,
law, whereupon Nizqu declared his rival should not

{ha ahove cases.

long enjoy his position. ;"&WWW\ mm;;&msmrw&wm
Almost™ immediately after this the young fellow '#ﬁ : ) ge.
succumbed to an attack of measles, and Nizqu was 3 O?BSA,\‘A:;& LCOC%I;:% et e T
“named” ry the distracted mother as the cause (bv * 0y o Chiepon g .
witcheraft) of his death. So the mother loaded .4 ‘;33;% ;g:ujs.ﬁfff{fpfi,“‘EWN""
«Jim's” gun, handed it to him, and poor Nizqu was Ir\m.wﬁp Nova ScotIa. vaileean
shot. b 3 oo .
T give below a list of 40 such murders and attemptes » - né‘;;‘%_ﬁ;{;ff”siﬁff;‘m x"‘“’c‘f' :

murders ail arsing out of the Petlatch, in the space’:&fws INpIAN PoTLATCH.
of about 35 years and confined to a population of  %PE-LicHT ON THE PoTL: i,

Y P Por1:Ter, AND MARRIAGE, N
about 2. 000. @3 W OUR LEGISLATORS VIEW

1 Uksgdkeqr Gorl),  ahos a1 ¢ Lk o ¢ Lot a ‘

Ngadzes protate o

P Bxhrmkshae o b of 0 00 Ta, ' - e ,

v Mot geex e kot s N , e et g,

ugs ol potisk h ‘

3 Gatkon (chief), shat vy Anda Lecnuse he wanted to put o ree

latte 1o a certaln seat, before o potlateh at tattgaden
o Uamdigest (chief), 1
8. Kalfgmkac (boy), x

&%&%%%’U&&Mh’b&ﬁbﬁ%%%‘h&‘ﬂ%_ 'www

Lhatquagage (chien, © Donations directly Received. o

8 Ni whm ot (c!nef) 4 2 W
9. Goudek: (chief) £ : =
10. lxu'uw'db’nyd}c (man), Date. § No.J SteAMER. Qm&zum\n., -INTECIANGE,
11. Géantik (man), - . .

12, Anda (chief), thot by ‘Lau. 1 i —

13 Sispagod (chief), shot by ‘Léduk, for having a totem pok: P { " - "
made too long, This was doae at SIspngod's potlatch. o 13;}, Moy} 1. 10- 00 —_ — 2 - 00
14, G:adaga (chxef), stabbed by ‘Léduk in o cispute about seaf o
potlatch. o » » 2 5 00 - - e s
15, N’s Ndaououtqr (Wwmn)o . » 8. 5 ) .00 — — — —
16. N'3 Ankét (wm)o 5 00 . -
connection with affair No 14, 9th ,, | 4. § ol = - -

17. ‘Léduk (chief), shot by Giadafi; also afir 14. © q2nd n |5 lg ol = - s o
18. Gagia’l (wmn), x) £ 2sy 6. wl = - -

19. Zalt gu (man) 1f also shot by Gindaga : aff 4y 10th Sept 7. 10 1 sa "go —-{ = .
20, N's Giodaga (wmn), 1 shot by the Lakgibil clan in conniézfivs=3-¥ 20th Oct. | 8. = - -
with affr 14. s ! oo o1 | - %y s w
21. Sispagod (chxef) shot b» his hephew, Dajasgwan, beeause;
ing in posses of two chief ps, he did not gve ono. NOTE. The Nos. are identical with the form of recnpt sent -
h‘:"“ Yé’ (chief), stabbed by Shaitlakhadans at Gu¥mét's potl3 7 sieh contributor, U QR B

Al A/ 1! 241 U 1
"3 Naquaﬁn ohmf) shot by Saitlakhadans 11 at uun]l;.khu AR WL R At M‘i ol

h, v, 4 w3® 1 desive o state that there are still remaining on
::gt:\a‘ " ‘(nom so manp) years ago, for Alimlakha 1s stil a 5 oud a a f%%v back numbers of the 1,,&,.(],”,3,,(., go’bhs B
x24 htmdwdaua (man), shot by Naquaons scn at the same f the edition issued Se t. 1899, corntaining -aw ag-

. Aress by Bishop Ridley and. 2leo of $hat igsned last
25, bbed by Lidak ottae .8 ’ HE -

Lo S S, Ll ot a1 made 55 $E r,Tstting forth the partiaidyms of the Alyaush
26. Nt.zqu (hief), whot by (yunnfaknun muk [Jun) at W:gn ettlement Scheme, I shall be hy ppﬁ therefore to
nail copies to any fiiend making 2pp cxiion fox the.

potlate!
. _ . —En.

27 Mshyagmxt (chief). shot by Dobesqn at a potlatd: ah
28 Dabeaqu (chief), shot by Maulakan at the same pot}at«.) :
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