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MEMOIRS

O'F

€harles Denmis Rufoe D’Eres, &c..

I WAS bornin the'city of Quebec*, on the
feventh day of April, one thoufand feven hundred and
fixty one, of parents much refpected. My father, whofe
fame was Luois Rufoe D’Eres, in early life acquired
the blackf{mith’s bufinefs ; foon after his freedom from
his mafter,. be fettled in the city, and by induftry ina
thort time acquired much property. My mother was'
a defcendant from a family of good reputation in Que-

"bec. My patents lived in the conjugal life upwards of
twenty-five years; during this period, my mother bore
fixteen children, of which number I was. the youngeft;
twelve of my father’s children died previous- to -my

birth. My mother died, foon after I was born. My ' \

being left by my mother, at fo early a period of life,
naturally drew my-father’s attention.to. me, I therefore-
. foon engrofled his affe&ions,. and was careffed by him.
and his family ; retiring from bufinefs he frequendy
dandled me on his knee, and with tears droping from

bis
* Metropolis of Lover Canada, '
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his eyes, would, with a deep figh, exclaim ah, my little
fon !'thy mother, under whofe watchful eye thy educa-
tion would (under the fmiles of Providence) have been
conduéed with the clofeft attention, and doubtlefs with
happy fuccefs, is now no more ; in you I behold traces
of her countenance, & at times almoft lofethe keennefs of
my forrows, occafioned by my lofs in her. May you,
my dear fon, be continued for my comfort, through
the fature ftages of my life, and a prop to thy fond

- “father through his declining days. Such language as

the foregoing, I was frequently entertained with;
but alas! his joy and good wifhes for future days of
happy enjoyment were foon, too foon cut off, as by :

the fubfequent Narrative will appear

My father being frequently called from a private
to a public life, had many opportunities in political
‘fcience to improve his mind ; about this time, that is,

-when I arrived at the fourteenth year of my age, *twas

frequently mentioned in private circles of friends in
Quebec, that a rupture would foon take place between
Great Britain, and fome (at leaft) of her American
Colonies. My father obtained the beft information con-
cerning the difpute, foon determined in favour of the
Colonies, and being fully perfuaded that their oppofi-
tion to the Britifh miniftry, would prove fuccefsful,
he ardently withed for an opportunity of proving his
faith by his works. In O&ober, one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy-five, General Montgomery, with

a large
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CHARLES BENNIS RUSOE n'mzs. .

" a I.’u-ge mﬁnber of troeps from Newengland, entered the
‘borders ‘of Canada,-with an intention of reducing it
tothe American ftandard. The troops made rapid pro-
grefs towards Qgebcc, without much oppofition. The
then commander in chief of Canada*, ifflued his proc-
S8 lamation, giving liberty to fuch of the Inhabitants of
‘Quebec as chofe to leave the city, to depart withina -
limited time, with fuch of their perfonal property as
they fliould choofe to carry, promifing thofe perfons a
feltoration ‘of fuch real property as they fhould leave
behind them (provided the rebellions army thould not

fucceed in their propofed plan) my father availed him.
{elf of this, and moved with his family, and fuch of his

perfonal property, as were ?ortable to St. Nicola, nine
miles from Quebee. Leaving in the city, real property

§ toa lurge amount,confifting of a fpacious dwelling-houfc,
built with flone and lime, and covered with tin, over
which were layed feveral coats of paint, to preferve
the tin from ruft—a large blackfmith’s fhop with
tools fufficient to employ many workmen : he then be-
ing imployed in the King’s works, with many other.
(- buildings for domeftic ufe. My father foon became
4 acquainted with General Montgomery, with- whom he
3R took an adtive part agamﬁ the Britith government, and
was honored with a Captain’s commiflion, and with the
army marched to Quebec, with a view:to- seduce
it to the American faith, A general ‘corfultation
amon,g the officers, took place tefpeamg the
¥ Mr, Carlton, m '
B
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‘mode of procedure againft the city. ; the refult whereef,
was, to ftorm it. An attempt accordingly took place
on the laft day of December, one thoufand feven hun-
dred and feventy five. In .the attempt .the valiant
Montgomery fell, with fome of his officers and men,
the major part ofhis army were taken and xmpnfone@}
! fome few only efcaped, a.mong thofe, were my father
| &onlybrother. My father, apptehenﬁte of the evilconi
: fequencc ofhis& theu'conduét, in takmg up arms ag:un&
~ the King, endeavoured not only,to fecret himfelf & fon-
“from the royal hunters ; but alfo to fecure as many of
?m ‘ ~ His followers, as was in his power. He owning ]
"’ coal hut in the woods,not far from St.’Nu:ola, conc‘luded
there to hide them ; to this place they reured, interd-
ing to tarry until the Britifh wrath fdbﬁded “but even
in this retreat they were dxfcovcr.ed. My Father hav-
ing learned this, immediately furnifhed as many. of them
as was in his power, with previfion, 2 pocket compals,
and other neceffaries, bid them fhift for thcmfelves,
while he and his fon returned to St. Nicola, to pr(mde
themfelves with neceffaries, intending to flee to 2 moré
ditant and more fafe retreat : all which by fecret intel.
Yigence, reached the ears of the Commander o Q?hxef at
Quebec, who immediately fent an oﬁccr, with a pum-
ber of men to St. Nicola, aad made my father, brother,
myfelf, thoug) yonng, prifoners ; my two fifers made
their efcape, by jumping out of the chamber windows,
The officer ordered his mtien to fire. my father’s houfe,
. and turn the cattle out of the barp,-and to burn that

alo,
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alfo, which was foon’ dbn?, and ina féwf momenis both
buildings were levelled with the ground. We. were

carried prifoners to the city,. m the nxght, and confined
g in the guard houfe next day at ten o’clock. the time
Ey

of relieving the guard,) we “were brought before the

e general officers, who, after a lengtﬁy trial, pmuounced .
iy the foﬂowmg fem:ence,vnz, that my father and brother
- W be conﬁaed inthe comman goal, there to re~
of Thain umﬂ the thf.n war fhould clofe ; they thenr turls
") ing fo. me, attenuvcly viewing me, obferving my ﬁen—
ad

“der & youthfall appearance, being then fourteen years
and’ elghtmonths old,. faid one to.the. other, what fha}!
we do with this little ya.nkee, this: h(de rebel ’1& v;m not
do to- puthmrm goal, hewill die there i mz,oré dagss
Iet us faid one, give ] him to the Indians tp& ke
fum, Lill lnm,ﬁ:alp Ium, or do what they wﬁ! M{h him,
My dearfather,on b(:arm g this fentencepaﬁ‘edon me,famt- R
ed and fell to the ground. I'in the utmoft. agony cned\‘ ;
and beggsd.to be releafed from the fenteace, butall to -
) purpofe. I ijmmg to my father, clafped my arms
round his neck and kiffed him. On bis recovery, he ..
pleaded eamefily. that I might not be given tothe In-
dians; but all in vam, they violently pulled me fm& A
bim.and. puthed me :towards the Indians;: faiag, n&s_; -
- “hapfinle Yankee, that Jittlé Rebel, and Kil}, -or dalp.
h with_ him’ as.you pleafe s on- wb,g:hnne*l’r‘
: ok“é by the hand and forced me: Ton :
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~ eft conne&ions : faying, go with us, we no kill you; we
no hurt you ; he French boy.

I foon learned that the Indians, to whom I was giva
‘en, were of the Scanyawtauraguohrooote tribe, and that
they lived no lefs than fifteen hundred miles from Que-.
Bec. * Thus far, reader, I have led you on in my narra.-
‘uvz without a realizing fénfe of my certain doom
now, notbmg left me but a fmall glimmer of hope, tha&
atfome far diftant period, if life remained I might once.

c morerahfe my freédom and enjoy the tender ems

‘braces of an affe@tionate and tender father, brother
ad fifters ; but oh! how can ¥ 'defcribe my fituation t

* forced from my father, and fbrbxd the tender cmbract

i df g!sg’hwd ‘brother and of near; dear and truly affec.. -

nmﬁ&eu, mow under the controul of favages of the

#ﬁdemé&,whofe tender mercies are cruelty. My at-

. tzdnnent to-the beloved city,was fo great, that my dread

" of future evil, did not prevent my keepmg my wifhful
eyeé on it; parucularly on that part in which my fathet
éwdt. ’ -

Tb¢ Indians retired from Quebec to the conntry;
not forgétting to take me with them ; I found ' that re-
fiftance. was, in vain, I thereforg, with apparent cheet-
fulpefs; trip’d along with them, frequendy mmfdy

ghzed eyes towards them, and vxcwxng, vﬂtb lunﬁri'; .
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their Indian drefs, and uncouth appearance ; -but, cone
trary to my fears, they ufed me tenderly in their way ;
the Squaws appeared more mild and tender, than the
- men ; fawned over and flattered me, and by this mean,
1 became more-familiar with them; and frequently ufed -
to run $6.them for pfoteQion, when I ‘thought myflf

~ in'denger from the 1iten; for feveral- ~days, I fcdrce.

Iy eat or'drank with them, their provifion and'mode
of living, being fo difagreeable to me, that I was much
reduced for want of praper food. After being with
them about fifteen days, I became in 2 meafare, zeCoB-

<iled to them, and’ ofed mueh familiatity wuh«ﬁ:@' 4

One day an-Indian Chief, took meby my hand, avd

with apparent goed hamour, told mé I muft be.dreffed
like them, and bid me pull off my breeches, which I re.
ia&antlydid" e then put oa me z clout, and bek:, In-
_ dian-fathion, and threw r my breeches into the fire;where’
- they were foon cotifumed ; he with a hearty: Jaughs g
. dered me to ftrip off my other gaxments, wlu@-t mja

ily obeyed, #nd they fhared the'fame fate.with W«

ches ; be then completely drefled me in :an- Indin unje
- form;confif¥ing of a: blanket, feathers, &c. ,.,gmq&rggg
. fone pipe and tobacco pouch then. pairted my fage,

wzgcardmg to their cuftom, and.:told. me, :h:m,,was o - "
. .-fnake me look fine ; thenﬂatﬁe;eim;, faymg?gon,ﬁg '

" .. 1gopd;, boy. me. give you little tomabawk; fine. Fag..wl

. ihoad!a : IeNO; give yOu Name now, mre fee-bow. yay- '

wwweww; you bebold e bigmag,

‘:-..u’ -

B2

R
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‘me give you name like great King; you be coward,
and be like Squaw, me give you litle name like Squaw.

L ]

LT e U Mmeih an e
TR T e

About three months after I was given to the In-
dians, they received the thanks of the Britith govern-
. ment,(for their good behaviour,)and large prefents, and
_were permitted to return to their own country. They di-
.re&ed their courfe to fort Michilimackinac, nine hundred
smiles northwelt of Montreal ; nothing very material,
Aor or againft me, turned up during this route; each
, _ day lattentively liftened to their language, and by de-
, d grees learned to fpeak to, and anfwer them tolerably
well ; in this, the Squaws were peculiarly helpfuls At
- the above defcribed place, we tarried two moaths, -
where the Indians built birch cahoes,fuﬂicien&to carry
. five hundred perfons with their implements ¥or hunting;
-and fithing.  There we drew provifion from the king’s
-flore ybut not allowed rum for daily afe, with which
-tbe” Indians appeared tolerably fatisfied, having the
pmnﬁfeofasmuehas they could drink the laft day
- ofithicir tarry.  After completing their canoes, the day
Zof aepartkrc arrived, and they received alarge quantity
“of “ram, of wlnch 1 they drank fo freely, that they foon
E becarne mt‘dizc’itad; almoft to a man, fo that bat a fow
wereable to take care of the prefeats, made them'as a-
; _ T:m'c re!ated. ‘This Rate of intoxication: hﬁ%&mﬂ
3 Uihe'next day, wheb, inftead of - departing: they'begged
- for more rum, but being denied; they- foon became:tite
' multuous,

3@,1&,‘ o Er bl
.

et Nt

-
-
‘\""*" “"““""‘""""‘*-:: s~ M
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amultuous, and attempted to break into the king’s Rores,.
- which was foon effe@ted. They turned out a number of
hogfheads of rom, the garrifon being unable to prevent
it ; of courfe, the Indians foon became drunk, and 2

general clamour fucceeded, with fighting, Sacep a~

gainft Squaw, and Squaw againft Sanop; to that de-
-gree, that many were in danger of lofing their limdbe,
if not life alfo, This fray continzed until the rum was-
wholly exhaufted. During this;frolick, about fixty In-
dians of the Shawanee tribe, came in birch canoesload-
ed with fur, propofing titrade;at the fors 5 the Iadidas)
of whom I now was counted one, foon begarm to quar.
rd with the Shawanee Ingiazs, engaged them with hel-
“1ifh fary, and’ ﬂaug‘htcred the whole number in'the mofk
barbarous- manner, cutting open, the;r bodxcs, while 3
live, tearing out their botvels, pluchqg their he,am
from their bodies, and greedily eating them,’ ¢ven while
- padpitating in-their -bands ; nceflandy yelfing and
wheoping during the -carnage, which. was: Mby
. atotal defrudtion of their canoes, and' ﬁw&,

After fpending five days in the manner above def. :

ciibed, we took -our departure from ‘Mishilismakinak

- down'Lake Saperior. Here:tmaynotﬁemiﬁ"wdef- -

eribe Miclﬁlﬁnahmk and Lake Supenur

Mchhmackmu,xsanaﬂmdnear the entrance -of
. Lake Superior, and takes its name from the appearance

|||5~‘
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of acertain ifland, lying about fix, or feven miles
" northeaft, within fight, which at a diftance appears not
walike an animal, called 2 Fertoife ; the word Michili-
-makinak, in the Indian language, fignifying a Tor-
tofe. On thisifland of Michilimakinak, is a ftockaded
. fort, ufually defended with one hundred men ;. hers
are about thirty or forty dwelling-houfes, one of which,
- belongs to the governor,and another to the commiffary ;.
feveral traders from diffegent quarters alfo, dwell with-
n its- fortifications ;-hese trade is carried-on with In-
&ians, from dmoft all;parts:f Amencu o R

s Lake Supcrxor, is ﬁ) caﬂcd on account of its fuperl-
cmty in magmtude to any of the Iakes on the continent
- of Amenca, and ‘is fippofed to be the largeft body of
freth water on the globe min cuch\nﬂ'ercnce, is ﬁud to'
be ﬁxteen hlmdred n'ules. v

N

- Having 'defcribedy as I propofed, the ifland’ of
Mebﬂiﬁahnak, and Lake Suvperior, ccording. to ‘the:
beft informiation Tam able ta obtain, I now procced:in.
my narrative,

: Smeﬁng in our canoes (as near as I could guefs,)
& orthweﬁ, we were foon overtaken with a heavy gale
o of wind, which continued thsee days:. and nights ; dyr-
: ~ ing which, we laboured hard to keep our canoes before

g the wxnd, to prevent upfettmg, not being able to gam

i : 'Accordmg to Freach Cham.
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thie fhore on ejther fide, by .reafon of' huge rochand

_ baaks,which in mauy places were nearly perpendicular,.

On the fourth day the wind abated,. towa;dggvenq
ing we difcoveredan ifland. to which we paddled and:
landed thereon ; where we tarried four or five days to.
xefrefh ourfelves, and to catch-fome game and. fith, to.

zecruit our flares. Here we. caught many filh of vari,. .

ous kinds ;. the lake abounding-in ‘fith, facl as Tfout_;h: .

Pike, Pickerel and Perch, with many others, for hichs -
I want pames, T R

Haviag providel onreives with provifion, conffings
of ﬁ&, and fleth, fuch. as the ifland afforded, ‘we took:

our departure from the iflé, and continued our voyage- - :

wotherly,

‘ten as accafion required, not quittieg oar canoes day-

‘Bor’ night, we were obliged to eat our fweet mogfels. .

uncooked ; realizing that barking flomacks Rrain no
compliments. We arrived at the month of Maccatah

_Rivcf, whichk comes. from flupendous Taonntains, lyisg

far north from this river’s mouth, which is aboat thirty
feet wide, the waters whereof, are of an extraordinary.
quality, being very thick, of 2 Breenifh colous, and un.
&tforufe. This river runs from the mountains with.

great rapidity ; at the bottom of which, at its entrance.

_ into the lake, are difcovered large rocks of a redifh caft,

which our Indians called ‘blood-fone, at a fhort diftance

R aoth, from this river’s mouth, 2 very fingular opening

appears

.én‘d;i‘g abont thirty days, catching fith as of¢ - =
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. :ppears o' the fide of a mountam, apparent!'y cut.
. 'ﬁ!ro'ugh folid rock, which is very hard cach fide of the
emunce, i§ of a black colour, and véry fmooth  thie
entrance’ s about thlrty feet dramcter, {ad continues of
this nﬁgmtude fome Wway into the mSuntain ;- many of
the Inc;m;xs repeatedly with lighted: torches, have att
X tempted to'trace it to its utmoft. extent; but- hitherté
.. Have faxled, not being able to keep torches burmng for
~digy Mngth of time, gave over fearching- further. ~Theé
- -yock at the entrance is ornamented with curious carvings
‘¢f yarious kinds, foch as animals of different forms,.
Tome : appear iﬁfpended from the rock,of dlﬂ’erent fhapes,
ina mei’c curious ma.nner, all’ ‘which our Thdians
_ wuld ‘not account for. THe eldé& of tﬁem obferved,
that. foch has been its appearance ever fince they ﬁaas
any inowledge of the place. But what T have now te
tﬂaré i‘s fll more marvellous. P

Dmng our tarry at this place were ‘heard, at al}

" timret, voices, not unlike the crymg of young chxldren,
as if'in the utmoft diftrefs. * In-the morning are- plainly
feen on the fmooth {and on.the beach, at she mhouth of
this ‘harrible cavern, marks like foét&epsxof chxldren ;
and, althongh fmoothed -down ia the morningy.the fol
lowing morning fimilar marks will appear, as- numes
rous as the preceeding day. From this place’ we conc

_ tinued.our courfe north for two daysand one night:in
i pur canoesy and. arrived at.the Red River, which takes

i ~ . _
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its rife from Lake Superior, and runs a fouthwefterly
courfe very rapidly ; in ‘which are many falls. - We
paddled down. this river forty days, frequently fhooting
over f2lls with fuch force, that "our canoes fometimes

feruction, that they would always fall on their bottoms,
being properly balanced by their navigators falling flat
on their backs withinthem. Many falls were fo tremen-
doxis.'th’at we weére obliged to haul out our canoes and
arry them on our backs by land, until pafling the rap-
ids, flide them into the riverand purfue our courfe.

fail from its mouth. Here we tarried five or fix days
to furnifh ourfelves with a new recruit of provifion.

Annoowechen Tribe, made usa vifit in their canoes,
conflructed fomething different from ours, both in
form and crnament. ‘Thofe Indians came, as they faid,
with an intention to inform us of fomething greatly to
our advantage, and if we would make them fome good
prefents, we fhould be let into the fecret—whereupon,
we gave each one a blanket,and they then. informed us,
that the Annoowechen Tribe had heard o*' our return
- from Ca.nada, and of our poflefling many valuable
prefents, made us, when there ; and of their intention
to furprife and rob us before the next morning. They
foon departed, and. we being fore-warned, put ourfelves

t:nded

would fkip out of the water; but fuch was their con- .

‘We arrived at an ifland in this river, aftqr forty days

Soon after our landing, fix Indians, belonging to the

- in the beft poftare for defence ; knowing that our in- ‘

AL TR
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tended robbers were not prepared with fire arms—hav-
1ng nothing wherewith to make the affault, excepting
axes made of flint ftore, fixed in the end of a fplit fick ;
. thefe axes were their principal weapons for war; we
. having fire arms, ammunition and tomahawks in plen.
Ty, did not fear them, be their number ever fo large.
‘However, we put ourfelves in the beft pofture for de-
fence, and kept a good look out through the night.
Juft before the dawn of Jay (it being very calm weather)
~we could hear their paddles frike the water; and
 they foon came in fight. I counted forty-two canoes—
the fmalleft number in a canoe was fourteen, and in
fome were more than twenty. We permitted them to
advance till they came near the fhore, and then fired
‘upon them, which made terrible havoc. They being
unacquainted with fire arms, were put into the greateft
confufion—fome crawled to the fhore, others jumped
into the water, and attempted to fave themfelves by
fwiming—a fmall number efcaped. Forty of them we
took alive, and killed all except ten, who were referved
for future diverfion. " After the battle was over, we
counted among the dead on fhore, and in the water,
two hundred and fifty, without any lofs on our fide.
Soon after, the forenoon of that day, feveral of
them were moft inhumanly flaughtered by the toma-
hawk and knife, cutting open their bodies, and
with their hands fcooping up the warm blood out of
their bodies, while alive, and.drinking it greedily,
whooping
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whooping and dancing merrily, as if partaking of the
moft agreeable repaft. Some of our Indians obferving
my backwardnefs to join them, ordered me to do as
they did—with which I was obliged to comply fo far,
as te fcoop up blood into my hands, and daubed itover
my mouth and face, to make them believe I drank it;
they then faid I was good man.

The prifoners who furvived, were kept confined
without any fuftenance, and every day were whipt and
tortured, by burning their fingers; forcing them into
their pipes, when fmoaking, and there confining them,
until burnt to the bone ; whooping 'and dancing round
them—this was their pradtice day by day, until this
fcene changed, by a fcene more horrible, which cannot
be realized by my readers; nothing but occular dem-
onftration can bring this to a proper point of view, .to
this day, (a recollection of the fcene) it being tran acted
before myeyes, at a penod of life, when the fmalle& im-
preflion muft make a lafting continuance—even now,

makes me to {hudder. The manner of facrifice, is
as follows, viz, - o et
The prifoner, deftined for each day’s diverfion, was
led from among his companions to the place of exect- -
tion, bound with ftrong cords, (prepzred from finews
of wild animals,) to a poft fixed in the ground, to
which the vi&im is firongly tied, having his hands faf*
tened behiud him, his back towards the poft, and in fach_
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a manner, that he could ftep round from fide +to fide,
keeping his back towards the fixed poft. At a fmall
diftance, in a circalar form round the unhappy fufferer,
fire was then kindled, confifting of pitch pine fplinters,
wiih other combuftible matter, fo asto make a fmal},
but conftant fird.. As foon as the man feels the heat,
he moves with a view to fly from the fire ; but alas!
*is fruitlefs, for turn which way he will, he ftill feels
the force of the increafing element—our Indians then -
thew their joy, by whooping, dancmg, rattling their
Kcttles, prepared for this purpo“e, by putting fmail
ficnes and bullets into them. This diverfion continues
until the fufferer appears nearly exhaufted. The prif
orer during his fuffering never fhews the leaft reluc-
tance ; but often would fay, you no underftand beft
ivav to torment—at the fame time pointing ‘out differ-
ent modes of punithment ; exultingly would whoop and
f'xy,m. die Tike man, fo died my father,my grand- fat.her,
and a.d good ﬂghters die like men. -

When the prifoner appears nearly. expiring, which
s known by liis faultering voice, and declining’ head ;
the by-ftanders then, to increafe his anguifh heat the
bails of their kettles red hot, and ‘throw them over
the cxpiring prlfoners héad, ‘which caufes him to
revive and gready: enhances hls torment, in his laft
momernts. Tlus awful feene’ was repeated day by
day, unt all the prifoners were ,e)‘e‘cutec} We tarri-
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ed here but a few days after this favage repafy; clcfed;
but attempted to recruit our provifion, as was our inva-
tiable pradtice at every ftage, when practicable. By this
time I became more Indian-like, and tolerably content
with my lot, endeavouring to mimic them in all their
manners ; finding it belt to be a conformiit—ior by
this, I found that they were pleafed, and I foon became
their favourite.

From this xﬂand we departed, and paddied half a
day, fteering fouth, till we firuck the fouth fhore f Red
River; we hauled our canoes out of the river, and trav-
élled fifteen miles,obferving a foutherly courfe, carrying
our canoes, &c. over mountams, valleys and recks, un-
tnl we came to the river, call-d Ron.ooroo 5 we in cur
canoes following this river (whlch appear’d narrow cn
our firft entrance) forty-five miles—kere thc river is
nine miles from fhore to fhore. After fuilin g fomme coa-
fiderable time, further down the wideft part of this river,
which kept a foutherly courfe, 1 efpied near the centre
of this river, a very large ifland (on which 1 afrerwards
learned our tribe livedy) on 2 nearer approach to it, I
could fee a very large number . of beildings in a "or’ﬁ
new to me, thefe were mgwams, conftruded bty the In-
dians, and fpread over a large extent. They appeared in
the form of a Cone, circular, broad at the bo::gm, and

gradually falling in at the top, which ended in 3 fmall
poiat, with a hole in the centre, to carry cff fmoke, &e:

The wigwams appeared nearly cf equal height,: which

was
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was about twenty feet. I was much ftartled at the
_ fight, thinking that we fhould foon engage our ene-
mies, and a horrible fcene of war would enfue. I atk-
ed an Indian what that appearance before us meant ?
A Squaw came to me and told me not to be frightened.
On our nearer approach to the fhore, I difcovered
a number of flags hoifted ; fome appeared very broad,
and long, and of various colours, whereon were drawn
fgures of animals of different kinds, and neatly execu-
ted. Theinhabitants, of all ages, and fexes, ran towards
the thore, whooping and dancing with great vehemence,’
at which I was terrified to that degree, that T fainted,
expe&ing foon to be devoured by them. A number of
Squaws came to me, threw water in my face, and tick-
led the bottoms of my feet, fides, and belly. I foon re.

vived, and we landed. The people on fhore hauled our ;
canoes out of the water, and took care of our baggage, c
&c ; all which, they carried from the water’s edge, to )
different wigwams, in a manner, before tome unknown, g
which was by placing them at arms length over their a
heads, whooping extravagantly as they pafied along. 1
On our coming to the centre of the wigwams, in b
an cpen {pace, large fires were kindled, over which were £
hung on poles, a number of large brafs kettles, contain- &
ing indian corn, and meat of different kinds. At a fmall t0
diftance from the fire, a large number of wood- oo
en difhes were piled up bottom upwards. At this F

place, preparation was made for a feaft, prepared for
their
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their returning friends. The whole number who par-
took of this fealt, amounted to fome hundreds. All
were feated round the fire crofs légged. About twenty
Indians, who appeared as waiters, brought forward the
wooden dithes, and with ladles, made- of wood, . -
filled them with the prepared food from the ketiles; of
which no one muft tafte, until the whole number were

ferved, and then all muft begin at once, and every one
muit eat all contained in his dith, without breaking a g
bone, or hire fome others to eat what the holder of his i
difh could not devour. A large bone falling to my 3
thare, Itook it from mj “'fh, and with a ftone, @;&
tried to break it in ordér to fuck the marrow out Bi=
of it; at that time I did not fully comprehend Pre=s
the mode of regulating fo important a fealt ; one of R
the chiefs attentively Viewing me, faw my tranfgref je—
fion, immediately fprung frcm his feat, and withan }

open knife in his hand, made directly tcwards me; I
was much alarmed, and ftarting from my feat on the
ground, ran, the Indian foon overtook me, and with an
apparent defign to take my life, caught hold of my arm ;
1 made all the refiftance in my power, by fcratching,
biting, and kicking him, but all to no purpofe ; for he
forced me back to my feat, and bid me eat all inmy
dith, and that I muf not crack a bone ; he then retired
to his feat. ‘This manceuver fo aﬁ'rightcd me, that I
eould not eat any more. At a fmall diftance from the
fplace of f2ftivity, was prepared alarge pile of dry wood,
' Cz to




i
e
i

Samte LT

26 MEMOIRS OF

to which fire was put, which raged with fuch rapid-
ity, that the whole pile, which was large, become a gen-
eral conflagration. To this place, the Indians having
finifhed their brotherly feaft, repaired about fun fet,
each perfon rifing from his feat, all at once, every one
carryisg his difh in his hand, and advancing near the
fire, threw the bones into it. Various inftruments for
mufic were alfo brought forward, confifting of fmall
kettles, containing bullets and fmall ftones, and a fmall
piece of hard wood fcooped out fo large as to contain
about two quarts ; into thefe were thrown {mall pebbles,
each one containing an equal quantity ; this piece of
wood was conftru&ed in an orbicular form, into which
was fixed a handle about fix inches in length; with
thefe inftruments, adding the Indian whoop, commen-
cing all at the fame time, with dancing round the fire—
all engaging without diftin&ion of age or fex, ftruck me
with an agreeable furprife. This continued without
intermiflion, until the whole conftruded pile of wood
was confumed, to that degree; that the Indians could
run over it, which they did, ﬁampmg and kicking it
about, until the whole was extinguifhed. The nation.
al pxpe was then brought forward, of curious conftruc-
tion, and made of ftone ; the bowl was fo large as to
contain feveral pounds of tobacco, with curious engrav-
irgs on the outfide; the ftems* confifted dfmanyjointsl;
equidiftant one joint from the other, all of ﬁone, artful-
iy made, i in a tubicular form, of a greatlength ; under
1
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. were alternatel]y called to thofe laft fixed blocks ; the
- great pipe being lighted, the firlt feven came forward,

-
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the bowl was placed a large block of wood, fo as to %m
keep it upright ; dire@ly under each joint of the ftems, ;gt
was placed blocks, continued to its extremity, at which ~ %I_’L' ‘

another block was alfo fixed, upon which, each - Indian
was to fit and fmoke in the following order.

As the ftem confifted of feven joints, feven Indians

one after the other, fitting down, and drawing three
whiffs apiece, withdrew. This continued feven at a
time, coming on and going off, in the fame manner,
until the whole affembled multitude, went through this
ceremony. This was their method of renewing and
confirming their covenants on all great occafions, to
firengthen and unite their nation in a ftri& adherence
to.their laws, thereby to regulate their proceedings in
war, defenfive or offenfive, in peaceful covenants with
other tribes, on the fafe return of long abfent friends, at
marriages, &c. -Thofe ceremonies’ were ever confider-
ed, and kept as facred and binding as a folemn cath.
Any one refufing to fmoke at this pipe, were ever con-
fidered, and treated as enemies to our tribe, and not un-
der the national law; therefore, lizble to be kulcd with
xmpumty,by any who had fmoked the great pipe. Thefe
various {cenes continued through the g—eat"ﬂ: part of
the night. At the clofe, our Indian Chief afcended
alarge blockiof"'wood, fixed at ore’ end ia the ground,

fo
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fo high as to contain feven ficps; on the top of this
block he fat down, crofs legged; upon which, a
profound filence was kept by the furrounding multitude;
he then made a f{peech, dire&ed principally to thofe,
who had aflifted their friends, the Engli\{l}, and had
returned to their tribe in pcace, to the following pur.
pofe, viz. ’

¢ Ye fons of warriors, fou have played the man,
you have honored your nation, by your heroic acions,
in furmounting difficulties, which cannot be performed
by any, except by the Scanyawtauragahrooote Tribe.
Welcome my fons, to your native foil, and may your
gbod condu& on this, as on many other occafions, be
had in remembrance by you and your friends of this
nation. Ever keep yourfelves in readinefs, to defend
yourfelves, and dearcft conne&ions, from the affaults of

_your inveterate foes ; which, if you uniformly obferve

in unity with your brethren of this Tribe, we have noth-
ifxg_ to fear. The affaults of our enemies, however
formidable, and fierce, muft in the end prove ineffeGual.
Itow difmif: you with my fincere wifhes, that yca
‘may ever prove fuccefsful in war, with our national
enemies, a::d when called to war with our friendly
allies; in hunting the Buffalo, Bear, Beaver, and all
other grear and good game—in cétching the big fith,
andin all your domellic concerns. Each of you now
setire to his refpedive, peaceable wigwam.”
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¥
“The Chief having finithed his great fpeech, the at- fﬂ
tentive multitude fhew their approbation by a general M
whoop, with dancing round the great man, which laft- 3
ed a few moments, and each one peaceably retired to __
his‘hqme. =
My reader will naturally confider me as now about to
encounter many new, and apparently infurmountable
trials. Being far removed, not lefs (as I conceive) than
150r 16 hundred miles from my native couniry, nev-
er more to enjoy domeltic peace, whichis and has been B
the happy lot of many, among their friends ; no more %
to enjoy the fraternal embrace of the kindeft and ten- =
dereft of fathers ; deprived of {weet interviews with the &
. belt of brothers, and two molt defirable fifters; addto”
all this, a total deprivation of even the moft diftant profs W
pe& of a tolerable education in my own country, and - S
native language. My education at the time of my be-
ing given to the Indians, was, as it were, but in embrio.
Now inexpreflible ideas would alternately fill my youth-
ful mind ; deprived of the comforts and convenience of
life; not fully underftanding the Indian language,
thereby unable to communicate my ideas of want, and
forrow, that I might meet with fome mitigation at leaft
though from favages. My beinga itranger to all except
thofe with whom I had journeyed, being conftantly ex-
pofed to their infults, and every day liable to be killed
by them, and all perhaps by my unavoidably ‘commiz.
. ting
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ting blunders, merely for want of a thorough knowl.
vdge of their language ; add to this the difagrecable
‘nanner of preparing and eating their food ; their man-~
ler of fleeping ; their frequent Indian yellings, all con-
ributed more or lefs to inhance my lonely feelings.
However, I foon found that my lamentations would be
0 no purpofe ; I put on as manly a countenance, and ac-
sions as pofiible, trying to recommend myfelf to their fa-
vourable notice. In this, I was fuccefsful, being often
.alled to mingle with them in their diverfions ; fuch as
thooting with bow and arrow, bunting, &ec. This Iffand
I'confidered as my future home. Socn after my arrival,
an Indian Squaw obferving my difconfolate Rate, and
youthful appearance, made me a vifit, fawned
over me, and claimed me as her fon, and told me
T1{hould live with her. 1 gladly accepted the invitation,
went with her and foon became her favourite ; firidtly
obferving fuch of her orders as I could underftand;
conftantly following her wherever fhe went. Here I
cannot but notice the interpofition of providence to-
wards me, inraifing up this old Squaw, at once, to be-
come not only my friend, but what is fill much greater,
mwy mother alfo. With this Squaw, I enjoyed myfelf
tolerably well. My following her about, and frequent
viﬁ;s, made with her among our neighbors, was partic- -
ularly noticed by our young Indians, infomuch, that
they would frequently retort upon me, and fay, youno
leave your mother, ¥ou great pappoofe ; this actled me,
and

I e,
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wla and T foon became acquainted with, and followed them
ible for awhile in their diverfions. One day in my walk with
an~ my comrades, I obferved a building of a different form,
one- from any I had feen on this ifland. I was informed
1gs. that this building was fome years before, built bya
be Spaniard to carry on the gun-fmith’s bufinefs, who had
ac- accumulated great wealth, confifting of furs, &e—our
- fa- Indians envying - him—killed him. I with my friends;
ten entered this houfe, which was built with fquare tim.
1as ber, confined at each end, in the fame manner as log
nd houfes are built in this country ; here ‘we found vari-
val, ous tools, fufficient to carry on the black-fmith’s, gun-
ad fmitk’s, and filver-fmith’s bufinefs ; a thought ftruck
sed my mind, that an opportunity now prefented for me to o
me advance myfelf in property and friendfhip with my new i
on, friends. Ilearnt that the Indians did not make any ?--
aly ufe of this building nor tools; I foon obtained liberty i
s to improve them as my own. My father having in B
el Canada carried -.on the black-fmith’s work before I left :
£0- him, as well as after my return, gave me frequent op- :
be- portunities to handle his tools in fome little meafure,
.er, in my earlieft life—I now commenced black-fmith. The
felf firft work I attempted, was to make a fcalping knife in
ent imitation of their’s, which I foon effe@ed, much to their
Tic- liking ; I then mended fome kettles, made feveral tom-
hat ahawks, fteel-traps, mended gun-locks, &c. . I°now be.
no came a favourite among them, and of no fmall cons
ne, £zquence with them ; Rill boarding with my old mother;
i the
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the Squaw, whofe name was Chawwenfee. Many of
my comrades importuned me to live with them, court-
ing my company, and favours, but my mother I count.
ed my beft friend, therefore kept with her. My
fthop was frequently crouded with them, admiring my
workmanthip ; faying, I could work as well as the Span-
iard s—they foon became clamorous, frequently faying,
you muft go eat with us ; to prevent any further dif-
pute, 1 often gratified them, by eating with them. I ob-
ferved, that broaches were a favourite ornament among
them began to make fome but poorly executed,a number
cominginoneday, I bid them throw all their broaches into
one crucible, which they did telling them he that threw
in the greateft numbef fhould have the largeft number
of new ones,and the prettieft. The crucible being filled I
foon melted them all together, turning the {ilver thus
melted into a brafs kettle, it foanbecame one folid body,
after it cooled I took it into my tongs and began to heat
ity &s T heat my iron, and began to hammer it, telling

" one of them to ftrike with me, the filver broke in pieces,

1 faid fop, ftop, we muft take 2 welding heat. 1 then
put it into the firc, and blew it brifkly, then attempt.
ing to take it out, found nothing in my tongs ; the In.
dians then began to whoop & laugh, jumping about the
thop, clapping their kands with many contemptuous
fneers, this I cculd not well relith, however it paffed off
tolerably well, they then faid you muft go with us
to Tartarrac* where lived many gold fmith’s, whq

would
* A Spanifh fettlemeat in New Spain. :
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“would learn me to'make broaches. I afked them hoir
“far it was to that place? they faid, little way, nine hun.
dred miles. Ihad now lived with them about two
years, and learnt their Ianguage, and-habituated my-
£eIf to their mode of living. T confented it being near

autum, the ufual time of thexr gomg to Tartarrac
‘to trade.

We fet outin our canocs, confi ﬁmg of forty-five,
with a fimall quantnty of provxﬁon. The ' number
who embarked with ‘me, ‘were feven hundred,
men, fquaws and chxldren——-carrymg with us fir and
ginfang, fit for a Spanith market. 1 was then poflef-
fed of the largeft fhare of any one. This river on
which we embarked is very wide and deep, -and by our
Indians called Tartarrac River.

‘Our voyage, which wasnearly of forty days contin-
uance, and without any impediment by rapids, not
- having occafion -to travel by land-any part of this
great diftance, fometimes ftoping to catch fith, as occa-
fion required, we arrived fafe at the city above men-
tioned, with our furs, &c. On our entering the city,
we were kindly recexved and bermn our trade—-—onr
" Indians prefered rum and other f] pitits, in prefererce to
any other articles, in exchange for theirs=—and now a
moft horrible fcene commenced, the Indians paxtakmg
too freely of the good creature, were & generally drusik,

. and
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~ to make broaches. In this confufien, the fifth day we
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and with toemahawks and {calping knives, fell on with.
out diferimination, father againft fon, and fon againft
father, fanops and fgnaws, all endeavoring to kill the
firf perfon they met with. The city being inan Uproar, .
we were all turned without the walls, and prevented
entering until the tumilt fhould fubfide, which
was not until the next morning. During the-
night the noife and confufion was kept up—I was much
diftrefled leaft I fhould be killed among them, but efca-
.ped unhurt. * Early ‘in the miorning, upon examina-
tion we found four of our number killed, and many
ot.!le:;s badly wounded. The inhabitants learning our
_peaceful flate, fired a cannon in token of their readinefs
%0 rerew our trade with them—we all marched in and
began 1o trade, which went on fora time well ; but
'xthe juft tieﬁ:ribe.d Icene foon was difcovered, and began
to take place, cceafioned by rum—we were all turned
_out as before related. This receiving into, and turn.
ing out of the city, lafied four days. Such was my
fitnation, that I had no opportunity to learn the method

3eft the city without knowing how our accounts with
the Spaniards flood ; we took to our canoes, paddling
':up the river for thirty-nine days and nights,until we ar.
rived at our ifland ; fupplying ourfelves with fith,
by catching them Tia the tiver, and cating ‘them
without cooking.

< . . L
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On our return, we found that nothl‘x"ng ‘material had
happened (to our friends we left behind) during our
abfence. I continued my bufinefs at my forge for fome
time, but the hunting feafon coming en, our young
men prepared to hunt the Buffalo, and by general Invie
tation I joined them.

We took our departure from our ifland early in the:
morning, and from the oppofite fhore, wefterly we trav-
elled through the woods about fifteen or twenty miles—
here, in a convenient place we halted, in the wildernefs,
to reconnoitre our party, confifting of fifteen hundred,.
and to a'rrange our matters, {o as to make a fecure and.
fucgefsful hunt. Our firft work was, to form g hedge
fence, beginning at a notherly point, thence extending
foutherly, forming two fides of a triangle, to fome miles
extent ; the fence was built fufficiently flrong, ~€o;ré¢_s
tard the flight of the Buffalo om that quarter, them
from the fouthermoft point cf the fence extending ta a
proper length ealterly, aliving fence was built in the fol-
lowing manner: about a hundred men were formed thus,.
the firft with his left hand clafping the firRk ftake in the
fence, at its fouthermoft extent, thence ftanding in an.
eaftern direction, the length of his arm, thence extend-
ing his right arm its whole length, one other man
flands fimly fixt, with arms extending as the former,

. and fo on in the {fame manner until the whole number

are in this manner, confilting of ahundred men, com-.

pletely
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pletely formed., This fence ferves but to fri ghten theBufs
falos to that quarter, guarded by the 1mpenetrable hedge;.
the men forming their part of the fence after extending
to a proper length eafterly, are continued then in a

circular form, towards the northern point of the hedge,,

leaving a fpace of about one mile between. the two ex-
tremes. Having thus completed our fence, a number
of men fufficient for the purpofe, fcoure the woods,
collecting a large number of Buffalos, (fer this isa
Buffalo hunt,) not regarding animals of an inferior
bulk or value. The animals roufed arnd put in motien.
“fiom different quarters, are by their drivers.collected
into one general company, which is done without much
trouble, as they naturally herd together—the hunters
{catter as much as they can, but not fo far as to pre-
vent thé¢ game from retreat in the rear ; thus drove on,
they enter the opening, as above defcribed. The anis
mials now enclofed, the men forming the northern part
of theline join, the hunters clofe vp towards the fouth-
ern part of the irclofure—the herd 'Ending no efcape
on the quarter forming the hedge fence, fiy to the o-
ther quarter, from which they are foon driven by the
living fence, formed as above defcribed ; all things
now prepared, a number of the moft expert hunters en-
ter among the animals, which generally confift of a ve-
r large number of old and young, fat and lean. The:
fatel and beft are ')réfered,-léiving the poor and youngs
eft for future {upplies. Haymg killed as many as we
chofz,
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chofe; the remainder we. fet at hberty. 'This hunt is
performed in as fecret a manner as pofiible, to prevent
the neighboring tribes from en.tering our borders, and
tharing with. us, in our diverfion and profits. The
Buffalos killed at this time, are brought together and
drefled; by fkinning and taking out their entrails—the
meat is‘preferved by fmoke, as is practiced by Sxe In-
dians, When defirous of preferving their meat any
length of time, which when fmoked, is fit foruf%e. The
manner of fmoking meat'is thus, a long and narrow
buildidg;-built by fetting up poles in the ground at
equal diftance one - from the other, in two firait lines,
interweven with flim, pliable poles, covering over from
fide to fide of the thus fixed poles with bark, they zre
completed, fit to receive the meat—this receiver is ca-
fily and foon completed, as they are temporarily fet up
wherc 7er we meet a fufficient quantity of meat werth |
fmoking. 'The {Kins taken from thofe animals are dref.
fed 1mmedzafe1y, ~with the brains and marrow of the
original owners, which whc-n drefled, leaving the hair
on, are fit for trade with the northern tribes ; ;3 with
whom they are exchanged for mogafcns, &c. The In-
dians are careful to carry each man a fmall quantity
offak not to ufe with their meat, bat as an antideic
agamﬂ: the bite of rattle fnakes, which often L“p ens,
and to extrad any other - pnd'on. Having fmoked ou
meat, drefled our fkins, 35%. we returned with cur bco-

ty to our dwelling g5, each one'recciving his equa il fhare,
Ga
D2
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On my return, I went on with- my bufinefs in' my
fhop as heretofore ; fuch was the demand for tomas
hawks, traps, &c. that I‘ now began to fix prices for my
work, and told therI would not work: any longer
without pay, they faid what muft we give.you? Ifaid, I'
want better clothes and more broaches; they-then
brought me the beft blanket that could be found; ads
ding a large number of broaches of the beft workman.
ihip ; alfo a very handfome gun, with-the accoutre-
ments fit for hunting; &c. Thus encouraged, I.firove
to pleafe them,, which I happily effected in a fhort timie 5.
they frequently vifited me at my fhop, . loéding me
with prefenis of fur, ginfang, and - many other {maller:
matters. '

“This pleafing feene continued but for a fhort time,
being interrupted by news, that a.tribe not far diftant,.
kad encroached on our hunting ground. On this, a
council of war was held, confifting of the whole tribe,.
myfelf included, not one man mifling. A folemn coff-
fultation was held, every man without diftinction was
allowed freely to give his opinion of the important
- queftion. Shall we make war, and drive off the intru-
ders ? or {hall we allow them to enter our borders and
hunt with impunity ? they all appeared ready and wil-
liag to make war with and dnvc from our lands the
mfultmg foe. ¢ B

I attentively Liftened to the' debatg, but was 5 i
fortunate as to diffent from them in opinion, I w;ﬁ,
knew




knew that my advice would be liftened’ to, and' be by
them counted of much weight. I therefore with the
importance of a councellor, demanded filence and at:

faid I, upon a-flender caufe like unto the prefent, issnot
juRifiable, *tis bad policy, we have no certain'iniformas

%tis but hearfay report ; ‘my advice, therefore is; that
fome one trufty, mild (if any one‘can-befound) mem-
ber of our tribe be' appointed; and properly authorifed
to go from this-nation,. to the Rahatorée Tribe,.the
fuppofed:intruders, and there make proper enquiry in.
to- fa@s touching. their condué& towards us; if they
have intruded, and it is properly fubftantiated, let hir
immediately: return, then we will adopt,-and prrfus
the beft meafures:in-our power for retalliation; if the

further to firengthen our frisndfhip,.
My advice was apptoved of by the whole council,
and was immediately put in pradice in the following

manmer., One of the number was chofen-and made

fenger was dreffed in our ufaal mode—to make him
refpe@able, he was ornamented with wampum, ccnfift

dmgof beedss belts, &c; becoxmng one of fo muck con-
R T , fequen“l
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tention to what I'was abont to fay on tife fubjeft—-
they-all, with filence, liftening ‘fat.- This making war;-

tion, nothing but report, no one will fay he faw- this in.-
trufier, and deftru&ion ‘made on our hunting: ground;.

report fhould prove groundlefs; let hxm go prepared.

ready agreeably to the prefcribed method, The mef-
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fequence ; he haflily proceeded on his jourmey—on
his arrival made known his' meflage. By enquiring
into their condu&, whether they had made any intru-
fion on the Seanyawtauragahrooote Tribe; the ane
fwer was;, that they bad hunted on their - lands, and
~that they would - whenever they faw fit ; if. our tribe
difliked.it, they mighttake what meafures they thought
beft, to prevent it. Upon this, our envoy foon retum;
€d,;and-reported to proper perfons of our nation, ap-
pointed therefor.. This report having been made pub-
lic, the general cry, was War!* War }. the whole tribe
affembled, the natiodal pipe, already. defcribedy was by
fpecial order brought forward, and all who: werz.inclin-
ed to go on this expedition, were to fmoke thrée whiffs a
piece. The number who fmoked on:this occafion confifts
ed of five thoufand. = Here an imiportant queftion arofe,
whether we fhould be fuccefsful or not—to deternine
- this *twas neceffary to confult—the Powow* muft be
called ; who living at fome diftance, was {ent for, and
foon made his appearance. The place into which the
Powow was placed, was prepared by fixing a number
of flexible polesin the ground, thus, one end drove
down, bending over, the other end fixed into the ground;
Forming an arch; and fo- on, as to form a fpaée fafhic
cient to contain one perfon only—thé fpaces between
thefe poles were - filled wp with interweavingsof” bark;
rire and twigs, fo clofely as not to admit light ; cach
. [ . . ) EEE o é'nd: M

* A praying Indian, confulted on all importaat occafiont,
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end was alo.fecured, fo clofe as to exclude .the leaft
ray. In this difmal place the juggler was placed,
confined on his back with ligatures, croffways and
lengthways of his body, in fuch.a manner, as to pre-,
vent motion in any one member, except his head. He
being thus confined, a number of Indians came fors
ward, and formed a circle round him, fettmg on the
ground crofs legged, with blankets covered over their
heads, obferving a profound filence—in a fhort tims,
the Powow begins to mutter ina low. voice, whit_:h;
rifes in a langnage new.and firange, for a long time,
then a noife is heard like a rufhing wind, ringing of
bells, &c ; in about fifteen minuies, the prifoner is ine
wincibly releafed, and runs violently to the water, fol-
lowed by his crofs legged brethrcn, and there contine
ues fo long as to dive.three times, therce ruﬂxmg from
the water ran‘to his former retreat, there lay: wn:hou:
fpeaking, not eating or drinking for twenty-four honrs,
then eats and drinks plentifully ; after which, informs
the gaping multitude that the expedition fhould
prove fuccefsful, that but nine hundred ‘men would

oppofe them. Upon this agreeable: information, our -

iland rang with whooping and dancing, r¢joicing and,

(RN

boafting at the advantage they had of five thouf2nd. -

oppofing nine hundred. Orders were then gam,v:
that all thofe who had fioked the great pipe
fhould immediately prepare to march, which began by -
pamtmg their facesin the followzng manner ;. the right.

ﬁd”».“"
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fide red with half the nofe; the left fide of the face and
nofe black, the top of the head, whick is without hair,
ef different colours chequer-wife, all' which denote’
courage without fear. Each man fixed on his warlike-
weapons, and were ready—the preparation took up but
two days.. t

With twenty canoes we left our ifland, cautioufly
paddled to the main. On firiking the fhore, we hauled
TP our canoes, and carried them on our backs, crept’
through the bufhes fome miles, mntil we came to a:
great lake; on an i™Mnd in this lake, our enemies
dwelt. We, without noife, put our canoes-into the wa.-
ter, and paddled within- a: few rods-of the ifland.; here
we made a halt, and difpatched a fmall number to re--
connoitre the ifland—of this party I was one—{(here it
muft be obferved, that our canoes were of various fizes,
fome would carry twenty-fix or thirty men ; the largeft
fix men could carry with eafé. ) On ournear approach,we:

“faw a number paddling round the ifland, as if to keep a-
geod look oﬁt, for they expe&ed us ; we foon returned:

' toourparty, and informed what we had feen; upon

© " #hifyeur whole body cautioufly moved-on, it being dark,

7 3% we dame mear, keeping a profound filence—our ene-

" “mies’ arrows whiftled about our ears; we could per-

eeive them in quick motipn, and filent—they had much

the advantage among the buthes, and we in open fight,.

and-before we 1ecovered the thore, they killed 2 5 of
- our

. ey
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wur number, three of their arrows ftuck into my cap,
I being in one of the foremoft canoes. The night being
calm, we foon went on fhore, and purfued the enemy
in all diretions—the ifland being fmall, we foon found
 their lurking places, and deftroyed many. As foon as
day light appeared, here a dreadful carnage enfued,
accompanied with favage yelling, which ferved but to
increafe favage fury. Our enemies finding our aumber
much exceeded theirs they endeavoured to make of;
fome by fwimming from the ifland, fome took to their

canoes, but we prevented them, by clofely purfuing

and knocking them in head, fome we fhetin the water ;
_fome who had reached their canoes, we alfo thot. This
carnage weat on with increafing fury, until nearly all
of them were killed, or taken alive; a fmall number
however, reached the oppofite thore j—their canoes al-
fo fell chiefly into our hands ; many we ftove in pieces,
others we kept for our own ufe. Among the. prifencrs,
we culled fifty of the talleft and beft men, to carry our
fpoils, &c. to our ifland, we alfo referved one boy, the
others ¥e took, were dire@®ly killed in a2 moft favage
and bratal manner. Thus in about twenty-four hours
after landing, we killed and took the whole number of
the enemy, confifting of five hundred. Upon examining
our party, we miffed ninety-two of our number, includ-
ing thofe killed on our landing.

This ifland being now in peace, ‘with our prifoners
and fpoil, we left it, and without any material hind-}
rance

[
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vance ‘we arrived at our ifland. On our Iafe returs,
we were received with the ufual ceremonies, performed
‘on fimilar occafions of conqueft, as has been already
related. After a fhort refrethment, a council was
held, to ‘determine in what mede to execute the
prifoners; the refult was, to bring them out the next
morning, and in the moft public manner proceed as
Follows : Tixteen ftakes fixed into the ground, at abeut
fifty feet one from the other ; at each ftake one prifoner
was tied his fice towards the:ftake, his hind- ‘parts.ex~
pofed to. the perfecutors ; thena large number of
fquaws appeared, every one armed with a club of three
feet in length, and four inches in circumference. ‘Round
each unhappy fufferer, a firong guardis placed, to pre-
vent any fquaw from liberating-a prifoner, which fome-
times happen without this precaution ;- this. done,. the
fquaws march in a fingle file, giving every prifoner one
blew enhis naked back ; when they came to the boy, the
fquaws unitedly begged his life, which by the Indian
. Chiefs was granted, and given to me, who afterwards
became fingularly ufeful, and tarried with me during
my ftay with the Indians ; after the fquaws had per-
.- formed their part, then an equal number of boys, each
_one with his pipe filled with tobacco and fire, went up,
~thrufting the fufferers’ fingers into the pipe, when hot,
confining them until the finger was bliftered; then a
~ number of other boys came on, and with blunt arrows,
- (ot at them, never mifling the mark-<this continued
’ “for
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or three days.  'The prifoners were kept in the fame

. pofition, without any faftenance during the- wholc,-.

tranfa&ion, all which they bore without any feeming’
reluftance, althoughirritated with refle®ions on their
palt conded&, a¢cowards, ‘and of unequal firength to
oppofe ‘our tribe, and by bringing food before’ them,
and’ frequently put. to their mouths, of which they
were forbid to-tafte. At the. expiration .of the ‘third
day, their bodles appeared one general wound; then
dry wood was brovght and piled around’ eath vic-
tim, and fet on fire at each corner ; when enfued dan.
<ing, &c. round the confuming pile, in the fame man.
ner as hath dread.}'f been related on Amilar occafions.

This more than brutal feene bemg finifhed, which
ook ep fome days, the tormentors and other fpe&ators
went each one to his wigwam, I to my fhop, with my
boy, whom I confidered as my ‘apprentice. My bufinefy
daily increafing,and cuftomers pun&ual in payment,
gave me peculiar pleafure, fo that I almoft forgot my
former mode of living, and fweets of a relative life;

'frequcntly diverting myfelf by ﬁﬂung, and hunb

ing near hovhe, | .
: The &ifadvantagc I had luboured nnder, during
wmy peregrination, tendered it almoft impofible to Leep
a true Kalendar; 3 my reader; t‘herefo'e, muft not expe&
an exadt account of the times, in which the feveral trande.

E
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attionstook place, as mentioned ia this detail, although
perfedtly true.”

. And now dbout this time, another tramp to Tartar-
rac was planned, and preparation was accordingly
made, by colleding together -our fur, ginfang, &c.
Thus prepared, we fet off-in ~ourz:anoes,:arid frequent-
Iy put on fhore .on éither fide of the river, to.catch
Wild Turkeys, and other fmall game. One day as1
was travellitg through fome woods near the river, I ef
pied a Monkey, and foon caught him, and carried him
in my canoe to Tartarrac, where we arrivedin the ufu-
al time fpent in paddling down te the city—on our being
admitted, we began our trade. Itook my Monkey*
under my arm, travelled shrough feveral ftreets trying
to fell him ; at length I faw a boy ftanding near an cle-
gant houfe, I afked him in Indian language, if he

‘would buymy Monkey? he anfwered, his mafter was

gone fram home, but if I would ftop he would go up

" Rairs.and afk kis miftrefs—he then took 2 key from

his pocket, .ran up ftairs, foon returned and afked my
price? I.rid, three dollars—he took my Monkey, car-

" gied it to his miftre{s—returned, and in lien of my Pug,

4ave me my price; 1 was then invited to eat, which I
gladly accepted. While T was cating, the mafter re-
S " tarned,
* They Yive on nute’ and vilicr vegetables, fpontancoufly
growing in:the woods: -
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turned, and immediately went up ftairs to his lady, fee.
ing 2 Monkey in her lap, enquired how._fhe procured
him A fhe anfiwered, a youag Indian left it with her—he
afked if it might be bought ? {he anfwered, the .owner
is below. He immediately came down‘to.me, and afk-
ed if I owned the Monkey ! if I would fell him 2 ¥ re-
plied yes, and will take what you pleafe to give, (for I
found he kmew mothing of my trade with his wife.)
After I had cat and drank fufSciently, he afked me to
go with him to his ftore? I fcllowed him, and he
gave me two dollars in money, and three dollars in ar-
ticles I wanted, and found there. Now the Monkey is
his, the money and fuch articles as he gave are 'mine.

In ftaring round the ftore, I faw a number of odly
form’d things, appearing. fomethmg like crofs belts,
locked together with padlocks; the boy being prefent,
the merchant left the fterc—1I having an itching defire
to know the exatt form, and ufe of them, I.took up
one in my hand, viewing it attentively, I found fome
part lined and ftuffed with -wool; I afked: the boy,
(who could converfe in our langeage) what it was? and
of what ufe ? he told me that the Spaniards were jeal-
ous of their wives, and to prevent'an unlawfal inter-
courfe with other inen, this inftrument was contrived,
and always by the hufband put on and locked round
his wife, in fuch a manner, as to prevent any im;npdc[t
connedions between different fexes—this the ﬁﬁﬁand
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never neglefted, when about to leave his wife, even but
* for & fhort time; - That.was the invarisble prafice; as
the boy told me with'his mafter, which accounts. for
‘the boy’s taking 2 key from his pocket; and going :up
Tairs, when- I offered to'fell” him my Monkey ; for the
‘hafband ‘never leaves his houfe, until hisiwife -is! prop-
erly equiped, and1ocked up in her chamber, the key of'
“which, and of the padlock, is delivered to the maid or
boy - “of tﬁe family, who keeps them until the reh
tarn of the huiband, and to him. only, are the keys de-
hvcred *

"I left the ftore a;d joined xﬁy brethren, tor whom‘i
cofamunicated my good luck. We went on with our
trade’ tolerably well, in purchafing fome ‘iron, Reel,
fed and powder; with many other neceflary articles, alt
which I carefully ftowed in our canoes—the manage-
thent of our trade, &c. devolving principallyon: me
Having now brought the Indians into fuch fibjecion,
that. I could fay to one come, and ‘be came, o another
',go, and Ire went. = :

" We tarried four days only, at ‘this t:mc in Tartar«

xac. The fourth and laﬁ day, our Indians began te
- ‘break

..

| #Siich is the jea'(oufy of thie Tartarrae Spmhrl! that it ‘a
hutbaad finds his wife - convezﬁng with myaﬁer man, it often
provés Fitdl 'to one or both.
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 Rbeskoverthe orders, wid drank t66 fredlyithe foc-

ceeding night became a {cene of horrorand bloodfhed.
I had as muchas I could do, to kcep them .from def-
troymg one a.nother—by my exertion, the greaxer par‘t
of thexr Weapons were kept from them ; however, one
youn_g Indlan found means to procure atemahawk, and

.dxd much mxfchnef ‘before I had knowledge of it.. An

oldlfq_ua.w came running to me, and inform’d that two
nf them, father and fon, had enga.ged I fprung for-
‘ward, catched a club, ran to them, ordered the fon im-
medzately to nge up his Weapon H which he, Lnomng
my voice, gave to me—turning myfelf from them,
they made a moft hideous yell—I turned, and found

the fon had got his father by his head, which he fudden-

1y pilled down, and aganfk his. up-hfted knee, broke

_‘"bis fathet’s neck. Thé fon unmed' ately abfconded, .

and’has ncver ‘been’ fcen with us fince. “ No other death

hapHeried throngh the night. Thé force of the liquor
“laving abated, a new fcetie now took place as follovs :

The-whole fumber feated themfelves in compatiés on
the grduhd, cr'ofsl'egged‘ ; each bne throwing his blan-
ket aver his head—all feated ‘in u 'circular fdrm, a hid-
eous yelling commenced ; each one lamentmg his own
misfortunes, the lofs of his grand father, bis father, and
other friends.. “This centinued for fome hours, after

) wbtch, we pxepared to retasn,

My vifits to Tartarrac, to me were very 1grecaL]e,v
bavmg an opp&‘»um'y of -conve:fi ing ‘with people who

conducted
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conduéted much as the peopte of Canada. Their bread ¥
was much pleafed with.

Our bufinefs being condu&ed much as heretofore,.
“we teok to our canoes, and in the ufual time returned
to our friends. On my return, I -and my boy wenton
with our bufinefs—our Indians employed in their feve-
ral diverfions, for the men never perform any. manual
labour, except making inftruments for_ war. The
fquaws always perform the Karveft’ work, fuch as to-
plant and drefs the corn, brmc from the woods fuch:
game as the hunters from time to-time zecover..

In about fix months after our return, fome of our
~warriors formed a plan to rob a diftant nation of their
furs, &c. (for they continue peaceable but for a- fhort
“time together.) This nation was called the White In-
“dian, and lived about three hundred miles north.
“Five bundred of the fpmeﬁ and moftenterprifing of our
Indians, of whom I was counted one, went . through.
" the ceremonies ufually pracifed on like occafions, fet
. out on the propofed robbery, without any provifien, de-
pending wholly on hunting fer a fupply.

We marched with proper guides for three: wéeks.
Coming ncar to the place of deftination, we made a
‘halt, and confulted the beft method to fall upon them.

- *P'was agreed that a number fufficient for the purpols,
g {for

—— R T ] ey s RS e i




CHARLES BENNIS RUSOE D’EZRES,

(for they were a barmlefs, defencelefs people) fhould
divide themfelves into fmall companies of two each—
,'every company ‘take a different routin a circuitous
march round the mountain* My companior, with
whom I travelled, took orders.and: departed, both car-
rying fire arms and ampmunition, with a ftrid¢ charge
to return at a certain time, as had been agreed on,
whether fuccefsful or not.. '

We travelled five days, without making any difcov.
ery ; at length, on the fixth day, as we were chatting
togethier, my frigyd elpied 2 man ftanding naked, with
2 bow in his hand, at the entrance of a cave~L ran to:
him, and with my . toma}iawk difpatched him—he did
not {Root, although armed with bow and arrow. The
way being prepared for our entrance into the cavermn
in fearch for plunder, a difpute arofe between us, who-

fhould enter firft ; we at Iength determined by calling -

Yots, and the Tot fellon me. I with a llghtedmrc‘h en-
tered, my friend followed ‘with fns tomahawk efoﬁa to
my heels—here we met with many difficulties; T with
my ! torch in my left hand, my tomahawk i my right ;
he with. his loaded gun #n one hand and tomahawk in
- the other ; we crawled on our hards and knees, fearce-
Iy darmg to breathe, much lefs to ‘whifper. After
~ moving

¢

- ®They dug into a mountain, and fecreted themfelves and
" property in cavess

R e R e D
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moving on for fome confiderable length, we were ffopt
by a fhort turn to the right ; from thence: creeping
forward’ with as mach filence as poflible, I'f6imd ano-
ther turnto the'left ;. in’ dhits courfé we fteered for fome
“time, at length ¥'difcovered by - the light of my torch
& large-opening, apparentfy of about fifteen or twenty
féet{quare. In this opéning we dlfcovcred a number
moving about. I then began to ‘realife ‘fmy fituationy
to be more critical than ever before or fince~—no re-
treat, for we coild Hiot mirn to get oux, our enemles
before us, and we knew not in what nianter they were
prepared to receive us.*  On our nCirer approach, we
‘riifed our voices into yelling and whoopmg, in order
to intimidate them,and prevent théir making any de-
fence—this fucc_eeded,_and preventcd their making the
Ieaft defence. . They all, coﬁﬁﬁing of four women, five
men and three children, huddled together in one corner
-—-here ‘as was pri emuﬁy agr,ed on, I waved m’y torcl
“to keep it burnmg, and to give my companion every
aﬂ}ﬁance in my power to. execute his part, which was
to

. #This cave, into which:we entered, forthe reader’s better

. underftanding, I will defcribe. The -¢ntrance is-juft vﬁd; e

nough to admit one perfon ata time, gradually defcending

a few feet, arched over with timber, then ona level until we

come to the turns, then through to the next as above, and {0 on

to the opening, in which we found the people----this opening
was arched atits top with large beams of cedar, &c.
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to kill all we fthovld find within:: The executionerper-
formed his part, by killing - the ‘whole with his toma-
hawk. Thofe perforrs appeared 'quite different from
any I had ever before feea. '

The adults appeared about five feet high, very large,
round keads, flat nofes, wide mouths, very large and
white teeth, very long, firait and very white hair, pale
countenance, having no occafion to ramble abroad; ex-
cept to hunt for food .and bedding ; a3 {mall portion of
each ferving them——they are frangers to fire and cloth-
ing, living a moft indolent life. Wefound no kind of
tool with them, excepting onz made fomething like 2
‘hatchet, baving 2 ftone made fat at one end, and faf-
tened into a ftick fplit at-onesend..:'The bottom of the
cavern was.covered over with ik piled ap onc'on:a-
nother, toa confiderable height; confiting:of  Buffalo,
Bear, Fox and of ‘almoft ‘every " fpecies: of . animals,
common to that part of the country.* In’one€ corner
of this room, ‘'we found 2 quantity of -meat, .finking
horribly ; this appeared to be their only food'; howev-
er, we were obliged to feed on fome through neceffity.
We carmd out’ fome of -the heft “fur; as Beaver and

" o Ratcoen,

# Their manner of catching their gamic,.is ‘by‘di{g‘id'g' pits in
the ground, ffightly covering them with fome finall twigs' cov-
ered over with ledves, into which the animal falls; andlis eadi’y -
taken.
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Raccoon, 'and" at the mouth of the cave, loaded our-
felves with as much fpoil as we could ftand under, and
:as expeditious as poffible, travelled on_to our head
quarters, where we found our feveral companions, whe
had as before defcribed, performed their feveral routs;
they were fuecefsful, and joined the main body, loaded
with like plunder. Hereupon a general fhout took
place with claping of hands, &c. being much pleafed
with. our goed luck.” The whole company freely par-
took of fuch fare; as our friends had in our abfence
(which was nine days from the time of our departure)
prepared—the whole body, each one taking his propor-
tional fhare of baggage, began our retreat homewards

During our march from a neighbouring pond, we
-heard noifes, as of many water fowls, which we conclu-
déd had colleted in the pond. . We were much
elated at this, having a keen appetite for fowl;
2 number were feat off to fearch the pond, myfelf mak.
ing eme, we foon reached it ; but to our furprize found
the fowl had (confiding ia their trufty wings) left the
water—cafting our cyes over the ponq,, we . difcovered
a very Jarge white Bear diving frequently, asif for fithem
Kc 3t ‘length fixed himfelf on a large flat rock on one
fide, looking into the water, ftriking his. fore paw, as
though catching fith, at every firoke lifting up his
paw, as if to fec its contents—1I being eager, fired from
the thore at the Bear, but without effe& ; my ball as I

could
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zould plainly fee ftruck his -fide, his hair being very ‘QE
thick and long, prevented my killing him; on which, i FI

an experienced gunner fteped up, -obferving his raifed S
paw, aimed at the fpace between the under fide of the
pawand body, fhot ard killed him inftantly. This was
a lucky event; we foon dréw him from the water—
which in fome meafure made up forour difappoint-
ment in the water fowls. We drefled our game, and
with it joined our brethren, the main body, and foon
tenewed onr ‘march homewards, which we in three
weeks performed. '

After making an equal diftribution of plunder, each
one retired to his home and employment. Our great
men now began to think it high time to honor me with
the Infignia of their tribe,and to give me 2 new and ma.

jeftic name, having in many excurfions witnefled my
wvalor. I dreaded the-operation; however, was obli-
ged to fubmit. B

The tark by which the Tribe I belonged to was
diftinguithed from all others, was that of the fim on.the
infide of the right leg,and of the moon and feven Rars on

the outfide of the fame leg.  This was performed on

~ me by pricking with a tharp needle into my right leg;

the various prefcribed forms, in red and blue colours.

Having marked my leg, they proceeded to mark my

- face, which 1. much oppofed, determined not to con-
o fent—=.
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fent—T. therefore ftruggled, and endeavmircd to cfcape
by biting, kicking, &c; they however went on and
Rightly marked my face—-they pmceedad to, gluck my
hair from 'my head, exceping a fmall part on, the back
the, bignefs. of my. ‘handr=they, proceeded: to. dte&
‘me; at, th:a i m.ade 10, fnrﬂzer oppoﬁnon, nat, wﬂlmg
whgch ‘hyglghis._{lme, bccame of no .fmau_. con_fs:qus‘.n.c.c to
me. They painted..my head: in chequess. of different
colours ; then fixed 2 gold ring in my nofe, filver drops
to my ears; then faftened a ftrap to.my lock. .of Bair
behind, which reached to the ground, filled with broach.
s: from top to bottom ; then tied a- fring of beads of
various.colours round my neck, interfperfed with differ.
eat coloured feathers, all fixed into: 2 - leather.collar. of
curions; workmanthip ; 2 .Jleather ftap ornamented as
above was thrown aver my thoulders, at each end were
fixed two filver plites With engravings; on one, the
form of a Buffalo, on the other, that of a’ Panther; t
this they added the beft blanket the Tribe poflefled,
. orpamented . with . ive hundred broaches; my fhirt a
gay:calico ;' my bufkins -red, moggafons yellow, orna.
mented with. beads. and feathers of many colours; tied
together with panty coloured ‘ribbands, two Peacock
feathers' ftuck into my Jock: of hair, completed my drefs
~then proceeded. the formality of giving me fome
great name ; the greatelt and motft learned were scon-
Wlted on thxs oczalion. - After & long : confultation,
. . - twas

I . A gy g
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»was agreed on, and a Chief whofe office it was, ftep-

ped up to me, and in a loud voice proclaimed mY'
name, Roooftontee Cowawoo.*

After this ceremony clofed, I retired to my fhop,
and with my apprentice, carried on my bufinefs; the
Indians frequenting it as ufual; at all times coming
in, and with deference and refpedt, approached me,
knowing my 1mportavt ftation. Thus invefted with
the higheft honor, they could confer on me, I realifed
my importance and power, and foon began a reform
among them—all my infirutions were attentively 0-
beyed. In this way I went on for fome length-of time ;
receiving and making congratulatory vifits from, and
¢o my neighbours.

Some time after, one of my familiar acquaintance
propofed a fhort hunt for fmall game. I readily con.
fented, and we two fet off, prepared with traps, guns
“and ammunition.

. After travelling five days, we came to an extenfive
plain, totally divefted of any kind of vegetable, and
aothing but fand, dty and light; which on a gentle
breeze of wind is put in motion—fometimes the wind
when raifed <o a high degree, and blowing one way for

any

* Signifying greas, majeflic, ncquxred by great and war.
like deeds, &c.
F
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;.r\y confiderable time,.puts the fand into a quick and
violent monon, and rolls it up into the appearance of
wavcs,formxng deep troughs between each roll or wave;
whenever this happens, no one can pafs over this track-
lefs wafte. Soon after our coming to this. place, - fud-
denly a ftrong wind from the north arofe, and formed
 the furface of this pIam, into the appearance“as juft re-
lated. Near by we were obliged to camp, and tarried
four days, until the ftorm abated. Our tarry here, was
attended w.th difficulty, not having a fufficiency of
food, and no opportumty of fupply prefented, we were
teduced.éo the laft morfel. In our feeble ftate, (a calm
feafon,) we attempted to crofs over this, apparently,im.
paflable heath.  On our way we found two human be-
dies almoft pemﬁed by the heat of the fun, and warm
fand, which through the whole, retained fuch a degree
of heat as to bhﬁer our feet. .

During our encampmént and travel over the fand,
our guides (which were the fun by day, and moon and
ftars by night)forfook us, being cloudy the wholc time.
On examining our fores, we found but one pound
of fmoaked Buffalo for us both., We marched on
nortfierly, towards our vi‘xlage"; having the fun
for our guide, (it now pleafantly appearing.)

iy
i
'

It

After four days travel from ::ec fand, we came to a
Zpacious meadow 3 here I faJed for want of food, fat

S : ‘ down,
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down, and expe@ed here to end my days; but my’
companion kept up his courage, and travelling 2 fmall
diftance from me, efpied 2 Deer laying down behind a
windfall—he ran back to me, and told me he had foond
good meat. He foon killed the Deer, and opening
his body, devoured in a naked ftate the entrails ; this I
could not partake of. My friend chopped up fome
meat and made broth, which I greedily fwaliowed,'
which was the moft delicious morfel I ever taited, hav-
ing for-fome days before received no kind of riourith-

ment, except our leather belts cut up and foaked in
water.

One night, foon after laymg down to fleep, we were

“roufed with a heavy fhower of ram, attended with tre-

mendous thunder and fharp lightning—this ‘farther en-
feebled mee, having nothing to fcreen me from the wea-
ther. In this feeble ftate I continued fome days—-my
companion fixed his traps in different parts of the mea~
dow, baited with flefn we had cut and prepared from
the dead bodies we found in the fand—he capght many
Beaver, &c. During our tarry here, the weather pro-
ved rainy and the fun beclouded, fo that we could not.
leave the {wamp, not knowing which way. to feer.

One day juft before fun fet, we happily difcovered
our retreat from this difimal {wamp, by the fun.: We
immediately improved this opportunity for efcape by

pLere

bundling
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bundling up our furs, &c ;. and by the help of the moon
decamped, fteering a north courfe, and by morning hap-
pily found ourfelves quite out of the meadow®*—we
then lay down and flept foundly until noon—eat hear.
tily of the venifon my friend killed in the fwamp, fome

part we fmoaked ; here we tarried uatil the next day, in
order to recruitand reft our weary limbs. Omnourway

"home,each night we prepared and fet traps forFox,Sable,

Beaver and Mink ; each morning we found that our
traps caught more or lefs, fo that before we came to
our homes we colle@ted 2 very large quantity, info.
much, that our bundles were too heavy for us to carry.
We travelled on, and in 2 few days after came fafely
to our friends ; from whom we met a hearty welcome,
which was fhown by claping of hands, whooping and
dancing round us.

Soon after my return, I was feized with a vidlent
fever, of the pleuretic kind, which centinued for a long
time, and ended in 2 long intermitting fever. Here 1
realifed the comfosis of the clofe attention of a friend,
who ftuck by me clofer than 2 brother; I mean the
aid of my adopted mother, the Indian fquaw before
mentioned. She never left me¢, day ner night, during

. my

® This {iwamp or mcadoé}, was of forty miles extent, and
vearly fquare, covered with 2aggs and rufbes to 2 great heigh:
~-ncar the center, I lay in my fezble Raz» :
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on my illnefs, which continued five months—her friendly

P- hand adminiftered fuitable anodynes, prepared from
fuitable herbs and roots, fpontaneoufly growing in
that country. She frequently would call in the neigh-

ne ‘bouring aged, and moft experienced fquaws,* and with
in them, confult the beft means of application, and how-
ay . ‘ever difficult to recover, fparcd no coft nor pains to
le, obtain and prepare them for my ufe. In this ficknefs,
ar "I was reduced very low, laying in bedt fo long as to
to ‘rob my back and fides of their natural covering, my
o “fkin*;~all whxch, my faithfal nurfe replaced by exter-
I- nal appbcatmns.
:ly ) .
& ¢ After my long and tedious confinement, I too. foon
' went abroad—my bufinefs urged me to work ; .T being
the only blackfmith in our Tribe, too refolutely began
‘to work, and thereby brought on 2 relapfe, which.a-
at . gain confined me to my wigwam; and'éi‘on.g, feehle
g flate of health enfiued—F agaiv Nad'pesourie to my
1 nurfe and dogor, my mother;, flie athéntively confidered
4, my cafe, pronounced it defperate, paft recovery, uilefs
e prevented by my fleady adherence to her prefcriptions;
ce 1 promifed frictly te obey, and cheerfully ‘gave myfelf
g into her hands—{he urdertook my cure, and foon check-
. ) T o ed
13

CeTRe fqnawt wnli ﬁ:em, are their l’urgeont and phyﬁma.ns.

¥ My bed was made of the &xn: of Buffalo and Beavcr, rai-
fod alindé from the ground.

F2
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ed my diforder, by giving me Buffalo’s blood to drink
lukewarm—I drank more or lefs every day, untxl my

complamts iwere no more.

My ftrength gradually mcreaﬁng thh m—y retuxn-
ing health, I foon recovered; but before I- emered on
ihop baﬁnefs, I vifited our chiefs, with a view to carry
on my propofed plan of reform among them ; fetting
forth the advantage, that the more civilized .part of
mankind enjoyed than they -in their rude and ungul-
tivated ftate. I began by informing. them of: the . TRAR-
ner of my father’s particular mode of . fazmly governn

_ment, of conduéting his domeftic bufinefs, &c. &c sto
all which, they gave attention, and anfwered, by firft
fhaking their heads in difapprobation of my plan, ther
fneeringly would fay, you tell a pretty goed: ftory, but
ours is much better than ‘yours, our nation greéter angd
more ancient than yours——we live great. while in the
world,and know much more than your nation; our ways
are preferable to yours, we-will be Indian, . 1found my
attempts were frmtlefs, therc.fore for the prefent dropt
my plan, intending at fome future time to purfue it, if
@ convenient opportunity ﬂ_soul& offer. .

Inafew days I went on with my bufinefs in my
thop, my boy continuing with me, who by this time
_becarue very helpful, having acquired a confiderable
infight into the bufinefs, which daily increafing, afford-

' ed
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ed me much comfort and profit-wour Indians eonftantly
employing me in inaking . their tomahawks, ‘fcalping
knives, and traps; mending guns; and:femetimes mak-
ing--new ‘gun-locks all' which, they were ohhged ‘to
‘g0 to? Tarfamxc for, yremus to. my cemmg ameng
them, e : Ll
* O delivering” my “work; "1 i'eceivéd mir pm:tf 1‘11
* Fars, - -ginfang,” &c’; carefnily Ronng ‘thetn” until an
oppoftunity prefetited-to traffick“4t "Partarrac.” My
. employerswould - frequently foake* the” Yarge prefents
in addition to the ftipulated price for my work—ithe
fquaWs in partxcular wou!d make me many and val~
i’-’ebruary Of thxs fuga.r, I could colIe& on any fud
den emergency, largc quantmes. foe fc;uaws would-
‘ enter my ﬂ:op with the] fugar wrappai uy in the fore
part “of “their blankets’; 3. 0m theu: comxng “mear, t!yq
would drop a low courtcfy, faymg, Roooﬁomee, me give
yon good fagar; I'with a  nod'of my head, tflanke&
them, pointing o a"!‘érge ‘cabin in one corner of my
fiop, ‘bid them throw it up there, whxch they cheerful-
Iy did ; turging to go out; they would drop'a courtefy
and go oﬁ? . ’

oy

I &eadiiy pur{ned my work, not thhout f:eqnent
m&ts from yousg Indians, my intimates. One¢ day 2
gumber géthered, and began to baater one anothieR,

C, "~ and .
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dnd braging of their fuperior abilitles in jumping, wreft-
ling; &c ; one in particular offered to bet fifty broaches
againft dan equal number, that he could jump. higher
than any one prefent-——upon -this an intimate of mine
took: him up agd propofed that I fhould jump with him,;
we jumped one after the other 3 all agreed to decide
the wage‘i- inmy favour. Upon éxamining my antago.
aift, I found that he had no broaches with--him.; I re.
fented. his condu& and told.. hun he wasa TOgUe, i
‘.bantermg the company, thhout havmg it in:his power
to pay his bet; he pxomxfed to pay me [oon, bu
megleteds

One day Bc came mto my ﬂxop wnh 2 good blan.
ket loaded th.h broachcs, I catched his blanket from
his back and tore off fifty broaches, and threw his blan-
ket und:r my beHows, he crawled under tﬁem Rn- his
blanket, expoﬁug his . pofteriors 3 I fnatched’ my .rod
from the fire, and’ wlupped him fo as to blifter his back
ﬁdcs, he yelled heartily, ran to the river and plunged
in ; this brought a number round. me, haftily enquiring
the caufe of fo much noife ; I told them my. Rory, they
aﬂ juftified me, and fo the- mater blew ower.

Some time after an Indian came to my fhop} and
alked me to go with him to 2 neighbour’s wigwam ?
X afked for what purpofe ! he informed me that an ¥
dizn lately returned from Tartarrac had brought rum,

: - and
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and kept drunk for fome time ; that his {quaw could
not find his rum. I went with.my friend to the tipler’s
wigwam, and we found him almoft in a lifelefs ftate.
We fearched every place, likely for him to fecreet his
rum, but to no purpofe ; but as we came from the wig-
wam, we found two fturgeon fith, which my friend
attentively viewing, fuppofed the rum might be con.

. cealed within them—he ripped open the fith, and in

each he found a bottle of rum, artfully concealed ;-
this we foon deftroyed, andleft the wigwam and the
drunkard—returned to my fhop and went on'as ufual 3
I and my boy turning off work to advantage.

Soon after, asI and my boy lay in found fleep at
midnight, I was roufed by aheavy voice from without,

«calling me by name, demanding entrance ? - I knew.

his voice,* and refufed to let himia ; he perfifted, and
faid he would come in, faying, I want to fpeak with
you very much; Ibid him gohome and come in the
morning ; he made every effort to force open my door,
but not fucceeding, he came to the window, and forced

" the fhutter open, difcharged his gun upon me —the ball

entered the fide of my fhop about fix inc!f_és ‘from my

bead, as Ilay on my bed. This roufed e, and {pringing

up, I caught iy gun which ftood near me loaded with

ball, (as was my pratice always to keep m§ gun near
. me

® The drunkard,
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me at night, to defend myfelf againft every intruder,}
ftepped up to the window and - fhot him, who dropt
and died inftantly. .

The firing of two gunsin the dead of night, caufed &
general alarm through the village. A large number
foon ¢olle@ed, and underftanding the caufe, took
and put me under keepers, to be brought forth in the
morning for trial.” Lcontentedly fubmirted, knowing

my caufe to be good, having acted on the defenﬁve
only.

In the morning I was éondu&ed to the place of
trial, which was in the open air, and at a fmall diftance
from my fhop. - On my-¢oming near to the council of
trial, a thought fruck my mird, that if the trial fhould
g2 again@t me; I: fhould ‘be tortured in a favage-like
manner ; determining to die on the fpot, rather than
fubmiit to their tortures, which I had frequently before
feen on their enemies. [ afked liberty to return to my -
dwelling, to-adjult fome affairs there—I igave my word
foon to return, which they (knowing my exalted fta-
tioh and importance with them,) without hefitation -

granted. I returned to my fhop, and armed myfelf
with two piftols and a trufty knife; concealing them
under my blanket. Thus prepa.red for every event, I
retum@d to the court, who were formed in the foliow-
ing manner: on & block o “wood fizxed one end in the
ground,

e —
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ground about fix feet from its furface, fat the chief
juftice ; and at his feet on a fmall block, fat the crimin-
al; on the right and left from the chief juftice, fat a
number of the chiefs of the Tribe, in a circular form ;
all fitting crofslegged. The court being thus feated, 2
profound filence enfued, which continued for two hours
—they all fat flaring on one another, as if at a lofs in
what manner to procced—at length the caufe came on,
the accufer* ftept forward, and affirmed that I had
wantonly killed his friend by fhooting him, who was in
the lawful purfuit of his bufinefs. That I killed him, I
did not pretend to deny ; but affirmed that I. killed
him in my own defence; that he came to my fhop at
an unfeafonable time of the night, and that with an in.
tention to kill me, as I could plentifully prove—upon
this, I begged leave to call forward the deceafed’s
fquaw, and the perfon prefent at finding the rum as be.
fore related—this was granted ; the witneffes came for.
ward. The fquaw affirmed that her fanop, on coming
zut of his drunken ﬁt, fought for his rum, but could
_ mot find it; that on this he appeared much incenfed,
enquired of her, who had got his rum ; fhe informed
‘him that Roooftontee and his friend had defltroyed it ;
‘he raved round the wigwam and fwore revénge, by
killing Roooftontee ; and that he on the night in which
ks was killed, left hig home, having loaded his gua
for

* The decealeds brother. .
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for the purpefe of killing me. My friend afferted that
he with me deftroyed the deceafed’s rum;* and that
the flain had frequently, after the rum frolick, fwore
revenge on me; which he (the witnefs) fooner or la-
ter, expected would be put in pradtice, as the Indians
never pafs over an affront with impunity.

The judge lifkened to the charge againft me, and
the evidence produced to fubftactiate my defence, ap-
peared ripe to pronounce for or againft me.

Tt is impbhibie for the reader to realife my feelings,
at this moft critical and important moment—before the
tribunal of a favage, aflited by favage council only,

whofe friendfhip at beft is but momentary. Oh!-
thought I3 if my tender and affeionate father could

but viesw me inmy prefent condition ; how wvould his

' parental bowels move for me? on his knees, with up

lifted hands, would he plead, Oh! fpare my -darling
fon once more ; fet him at liberty—I know his inno-
cencé—let me once more embrace him, who was torn
from my arms, doomed to bondage, and unjuftly fuf-
fered already too much, but for favage nature to in-
dure—come ye who are fathers, liberate him, and view
the parental embrace, not to be realifed, but by parents
on

Smtaress

® Which was done agrecably toa law, in that cafe . *de
and provided,

on f
-bave
:alas
cry.
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con fimilar eccafions. All this, and much more might
‘tave been uttered, had my father been prefent; but
:alas! he is at too great a.diftance even to hear my
cry.

Such thoughts as I have juft related, ftruck me with
folemn awe; with trembling heart I wifhed for, but
dreaded to hear the fentence pronounced from the jud-
ge’s lips.  The judge held in hisleft hand a long flick,’
Lis right hand grafped the dreaded knife. He with
majeftic look, turned to the circled chiefs, and ordered
them, one at a time, to give their opinions for, or a-
gainft the prifoner as he fhould dire&. Thofe in fa-
vour, and willing to acquit him, fhould declare by lift- -
ing up their right hands—the dreaded momert came,
znd they oneat a time raifed their right -hands; the
judge caréfuliy cut a netch on the rightTide of his ftick,
for every one in favour; on the left fide he cut one
notch for every up lifted hand againft me. This hav-’
ing been attended to, the judge counted the'.favourablc
notches, and the vnfavourable ones, and feund the whole
number (excepting two) were for {etting ms at liberty,
and ftrongly recommended me to the good wiil of my
fellow villagers. »

This jeyiul event was publicly rctified, and the na-
tional pipe brought forward and placed on the black,
en which I fat when on trial j to which the whole vil.
lage affembled and fmok=d in token of approbating the

conduct

G h
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condu& of the judge in fetting' me at liberty ; an& in
token of receiving me to their former favour and good
wiil ; no one (excepting thofe two who had- voted a.
gaind me) refufed to fmoke at the great pipe. Thus
the matter ended, and I went much pleafed to my ufial
employmert. '

I worked in my fhop daily, but not without fear
from thofe who appeared againft me on trial, knowing
an Indian’s temper—they never forget a feeminginju.
ry; and knowing that thofe two were nearly related
to the deceafed—I therefore, always went armed, ex-
pedting fome fecret revenge would foon take place.
However, my having gained the good will of our
chiefs, by my heroic deeds on many former occafions
angd my-condud in defending myfelf, when affaulted by
my adverfury, and manfully killing him, ferved to keep
up my {pirits tolerably well.  But time, that gregt-de-
vourer of paft evils, however ftrongly impre’ed on the
miad, concurred in lulling me into too great a degree of
fecurity, expedling my enemies would fofget,i and pals
over tiefuppofed injuries done them ; but in this T was
mitaken, as by the fequel will appear.

‘Some time after having occaficn to fet and burna
kila of charcoal, at fame difiance from my home ;
.cne night as I was tending my coal without anry\psr-
fn with me, (having fent my bey home to takz hi-

reit)

.
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reft) never leaving it myfelf day nor night, until fuily
burnt—fome one from the neighbouring bulhes, fired
upon mey the ball entered my left thigh jufk below my
hip bone ; I fell immediately, and lay bleeding on the
ground, umable to help myfelf—I made feveral attempts
to rife, but in vain—hallowed for help for a leag time;
at length a triend hearing zriv voice, came to ma, and
by his friendly aid, fupporting me in his arms, I fafely

»

returned to my dwelling.*

On my return, my old doéor fearched the weund,
found that the ball was in my thigh, but could not ex-
tra it ; fhe applied fome mollient plakers; which in
fome meafure eafed my pain. . After laying four davs,
fhe delivered me of the ball, by fqueezing the wound,
which by this time had feltered.

I was under the do&or’s hands twenty days befors
I was able to walk with crutches. My lamenefs con.’
tinued five months. 'The fcar made by this fhot, is vi-
fible to this day.

. Having in a good meafure recovered, I reflumed my -
former bufinefs ; my cuftomers calling every day for

‘g my

® The Indian who fhot 2t me, Ialterwards learnt was
one, who on my trial voted againfl me; he imwmediatcly ab-
{tonded, aad I never faw him after,

g — -
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- my work, having been for fome time in want, occafions-

ed by my long confinement.

Nothing material turned up for, or againft me for one
year after. At length, wanting coal, I ere@ed a new
kiln, and in {craping up the leaves and dry duft with
my hands to cover it over, I roufed a Rattle Snake;
who in his anger bit my hand; atthis I was much
troubled, fuppofing the bite would prove fatal, but in
this was pleafingly difappointed by an effectual cure
wronght by a. (kilful.furgeon, who f{oon came to my
help, feveral of my neighbours accompanied her, wke
immediately wound a fireng cord® round my arm bes
low my elbow, binding it {o tight as to prevent the cir
culation of blood below thecord ;- this done, fhe with a
flint {carified my hand; eroffing the wcund-in different
angles; fhe then with falt in her mouth fucked the poi.
fon fromr the wound, on which fhe fitrewed fome falt;
this was repeated feveral times without loofening the cord
until»ithe next day ; when the cord is taken off, *he fwel-
ling fubfides, a cure is effeted, and ‘my arm, which
during the operation was numb and ufelefs, immedi-
ately recovered its wonted vigor. Several times after T
was bitten by Rattle Snakes; like applications-wers
made, which effe@zd like cures.

‘ Notwith..

» Made from the finews of wild zanimals, .
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Notwithftanding I had got rid of ore of my mor-
tal enemies, one ftill remained equally revengeful.
Tliis brought me to a difagreeable fituation, being al
ways obliged to carry defenfive weapons about me
wherever I went, and never wifhing to mingle with my
comrades in their diverfions—before this, I ever was
one of the foremoft in all our amufements.. ‘

In this troubled ftate T remained for fome'tizre, un-
willing to unburden myfelf to any one ; at length ome
of my moft intimate friends being in my fhop, having for
fome time obferved my dejected countenance and refer-
ved behaviour,.anxioufly enquired the caufe ;. Ltaking
him to be one of ' my moft confidential friends, told him
the real caufe. He was much touched with my rela-
tion, but bid.me to keep up a good heart ;.that I was

‘among my friends, who would defend me at all haz-
ards. I told him I did not doubt of the good will of
my neighbours, and added that if ever I fhould fall by

" my ‘enemie’s arm, it would be in a fiy, fecret manner—
he would take the advantage of me by waylaying my
walks in. the night, or. when detained from home, as
was the cafe when wounded by my former foe—to
this my friend obferved that this might happen, but he
hoped not. He propofed, that if the hatred .continued,
I fbould leave this Tribe for two or three years, join
fome cther Tribe, and thete carry on my budinely, by
that time he hoped my adverfusy would be dead, or
ferget the injury,

Idougle
Gz :
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I thought much of this advice, and con’d it over
frequently in my mind, not knowing how to commu-
nicate it to others ; for to put the plan into pradtice, I
mu?t confult all our chiefs, or not obtain their confent ;
without it I could not depatt, nor pafs any Tribe toa
more diftant one, without firft procuring my pafs and
recommendation from the Tribe to whom I belonged,
and {o on from Tribe to Tribe, until I fhould find fome
one Tribe who weuld give me proper encouragement
to tarry with them.

/

A ray of hope now flufhed my mind, that I might
once more vifit and enjoy my friends in my native
country; I therefore determined. to atk leave of abfence

" {for three years to vifit my friends, expe&ing that the
chiefs would as réddily grant me liberty to returnto
my {riends, as to join fome other diftart Tribe of In-
dians. Tluthed with this idea,.I communicated my
wifhes to fome chofen friends, they in my name went
10 the refpe@ive chiefs, who fammoned a general coun-
c¢il onthe occafion. After a lengthy debate, I obtained
free liberty to be abfent for three years to vifit my
friends, on-my promife to return to them at the expira.
tion of the term, (extraordinaries excepted) allowing
me four young men to attend me to the next Tribe.

Having prepared myfclf by drefing in my beft at-
2irz, equiped with tife beft gun I fhould chocfe, and

every
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every other neceflary, I took my leave of my friends,
not without great regret, apparent on both fides—ma- .
ny of my friends collected to bid the friendly adieu;.
. here I could not refrain fhedding tears, efpecially -on
leaving my trufty boy, who clung around me, begging
that he might go with me ; but our chiefs would not
confent, expeding he might be of-fervice to them

in my abfence, as he had now become a confiderable
workman.

With my waiters I departed in my canoe, fteering
for the main, which I foon recovered, and with our
canoe, &c. we directed our courfe through the woods-
to the neareft water, as there is no- travelling a great’

way through this country without canoes, by reafon of
the many lakes and rivers.

After thus travelling fiftcen days, we arrived @
the borders of the next Tribe; here I made a halt, ;
and fent two of my waiters into their wigwams, with . '
my pafs and recommendation from our Tribe, as was
my conftant praftice to every Tribe through which I
paffed on my way to Canada. My waiters were kindly
received, and obtamed liberty to pafs through their na-
tion.¥ The Tribe received me with peculiar fatisfuc-
tion, knowing my Tribe, and my rank among them.

My

* This Tribe is called S&rreofaw, which fgmfies ths
Moofe Tribe, )
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My tatry among them was but. fhort, pufhing for-.
ward towards home with all fpeed. Here I difmiffed
my waiters, who returned back to- their homres; four
others of the Scarreofaw Tribe were allowed to accom-
pany me to the next Tribe, which was invariably prac-
ticed by every Tribe through which I paffed.. ‘

Having procured fome provifion, with my new
companions I.took my leave and departed, obferving
anorthern courfe.. This Tribe at their own expence
provided for me a canoe and ‘provifion. We travelled
on for thirty-three days before we came to the next
Tribe ; each day on‘our encampment, at evening, we
took care to cook (except when on the water) a fuf-
fictency for twenty-four hours, frequently killing fowl
and other game as came im our way. I was received
by. this Tribe with every mark. of. fnendfhxp. Here
Xtarried a ihort time.*

During my ftay among them, after d'xfmx{ﬁng my
former fervants, this Tribe made the neceffary ' prepa--
ration for my joeurney, in waiters; camoe. amd pfoviﬁon.
In this people I obferved a fenfible difference between
their language an ours, infomuch that I could under-
fland but very littlé of theirs, I muft therefore be put

| to much difficulty-in my travel, but the waiters who al-
. ternately

——

* The name ot this Tribe is Z{em'a, which fignifies the
Bcavcx Tribe.
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gernately waited on me, fufficiently underftood the dif-
ferent language to tranfa& the neceflary bufinefs, fo
that ¥ found nb"great difficulty of being introduced to
the feveral chiefs with whomx I had occafion- to tranfaét
my neceffary bufinefs—one Tribe fufficiently under-
ftanding the language of the next Tribe, and fo .G&
from Tribe to Tribe until my .arrival within the lmmits
of Canada. With. my promifes of future friendfhip
with. them, -and" not hefitating to mention my making
them fome valuable prefents'on'my return, (for they
were informed by my waiters of the obje& of my jours

ney) if ever put in pradice, with the ufual ceremonics.

and-neeeﬂ'aries Ideparted;.‘

- On my wzy l”croﬂ'cd a r:ver very wide, the water

Mmﬁarhb!y whxte, which T undérftood’ war -
caufed by a bed of Kver dre’ - Hving tidvelled on ix -

‘this‘manner for about nine months Icame in fightof 2

harge pond, on the oppofite fide was a village; the refiz -

dence of another Tribe. "After “crofiing this pond F

fent two of my men to the Tribe as I had pradiced |
. heretofore, my meffengers after a.bout an lHour’s abfence’

returned with the following fory, that on “their arrival
they enquired for the cliief or head Indian of thatTribe;
* they were informed that the Tribe was under the com-
mand of a very old fquaw, to her, they delivered their-
meflage, who replied-that the would-receive me provi-
ded Leonld ftand ber trial of my ‘courage as a good

wamo:,
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warrior, &c ; faying ‘that fhe had 2 method whereby favot
i fae could diftinguih a man of courage frem a coward, daug
’ that if Fwould confent to ftand the trial, fhe was wil- perfo
V ling fo far to receive me. On hearing this T entered the purfe
' village, determining to ftand trial, eagerly intent on ~ tonc
v my journey, determining to furmeunt every impedi- the n
t ment ; by the diredion of my guides Iioon found my - days
; lady’s wigwam ; on coming near, faw her ftanding at Jeave
= the door with a piftol in one hand, with the other hand fion.
fre caught hold of my right hand and d1fcharged the own
3 piftol, pointing it to my breaft ; at this I neither winked
| nor ftarted back ; fhe faw my firmnefs, pulled me into - -1
her wigwam, entertained me and my attendance in {ame
the beft manner according to their method of treating refid
firangers.of the firt rack.* The next mornipg. the the ¢
old fquaw mfomkdme shat the wodd:prﬂude all_the crof]
i ,necen'amd for 1wy Jousneyy Wﬁfﬁ!ﬁ li;e young e
;; _ men who attended me-to this Tribe. The old Queen " tain,
i and I foon became acquainted, and in my broken way I pa
' 1 comm\uucated to her the motives for my undertaking mer
}; ' this _,ourney, and fome tketches'of my former fu&'ermgs, ver
4 &c; to ail which fhe paid particular attention,. and Tun,
: ' cbferving my fprxg‘ltly a&ions and warlike appearance, abfe
made me an effer of being one of  her firlt officers and
o favourites,
. ' lye
'* 1 learnt that it was her p'ra&ice'to treat all ftrengers’ wno abf
withed her patronage by trying them as above, if they flinched anG

‘hey were deprived of her goed offices.

Dl R & e
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favourites,~ and that I fhould marry her favourite
daughter if I would tarry \sith her, with many other
perfoafive argumentss  She endeavoured to prevent my
purfaing my planof returning to my friends, but all
to no purpofe—fhe found that I would not tarry, made
the neceffary preparation for my departure, and in fix
days after my firft acquaintance with her, I took my
leave and departed, with four men, canoe and provi-
fion. My jovincreafing 6 my nearer approach to my
own country ferved as wings to wafi me on.

- I confinued my journey from Tribe to Tribe in the
fame manner as before defcribed. Some villages, the
refidence of each particular Tribe were diftant one from
the other, fome forty, fome fifty miles. On my way
croffed a very large and rapid river, fupplied by three
remarkable large fprings on the fide of a large moun-

" tain, not far diftant from the place of the river where
I paffed over. I cheerfully went on with my young
men, canoe, &c. for about one month afier paffing o-
ver this river, I travelled on, and on the 1gth day of
Tane 1787, I arrived at Detroic after eleven yeirs
abfence.

Although now among my countrynen, i1 but poor-
1y enjoyed myfelf for feveral days, having been fo long
abfent T had almoft forgot my French language
and the inhabitants took me for an indian ; however,

one

t
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fel arriving from ‘Cataraque, I immediately went on

ene day 1 entered the ftore belonging to 2 M. Baibisy
his clerk attentively viewed me, faw fomething in my

countenance different from the coyntenances of my in.-

dian companions, afked me in French, if I was all In-
dian ? I anfwered him in the negative ; on his queftion.
ing me further, I informed him, though in a brokea
manner, of . my misfortunes among the Indians, and
that my father lived near Quebec, on iy leaving him
i the firk of the year 1776; the clerk immediately
<alled Mr. Baibie and informed Lim who I was, of my
fufferings, whether bound, &c. Fhis worthy man mov-
ed with the account I had given of myif, took partic-
ulae notice of me, and gave me _provifion during my
tarry at Detroit.. Here I difmifled my friendly com-
panions, the Indians who came with me to Detroit;
they bid me an affeGionate farewel and departed for
their homes. Mr. Baibie furnifhed me with money to
pay my paffage over the Lakes St. Clair and Erie, I
heartily thanked my benefadtor, took my' Teave of him
after I had fpeat ten daysat Detroit, and departed,
homewards bound, and arrived at Lake Eriein a few
davs. Here I tarried but one day, from thence I went
on by the way of Niigara Falls to Lake Ontario;
here Utarried 2 few days, waiting for a paﬂ'a'rc over
this Lake. Twas ‘much reduced, having fold what
trides I could fpave, at length hearing of a fmall vef-

#oard, and to my great joy, found the commander te
. _ be -

frie
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te my coufin from Quebec—we had not feen each cth-
er for eleven years ; the joy felt by us both on this joy-
ful meeting, is better felt than exprefledw~with this
friend I croffed the Lake and came to Montreal.

While at Cataraque, being in a lonely, difconfolate
flate, deftitute of money and friends, I met with a gen-
tlemen* to whom I communicated niy wants; he, touch-
ed with my diltrefs, at once became m - friend, and be-
ing a man of compaflion and large property, ‘he took
off my uncouth drefs (Indian fathion) and gave me
one agreeably to the drefs of the people with whom
1 now refided—here I tarried for one month under the
eye and aflifance of my invaluable friend and benefac-
tor—after which, as above related, I (my new drefs
giving me fome uneafine(s) aukwardly ftrolled about
for fome time ; at length finding a veffel bound to
Quebec, I engaged my paffage thither, and after four
days arrived at the city, the fight of which gave me
incxpréﬁ’iblejoy. On my landing, my eyes were ftruck
with a moft agreeable fatisfaltion, viewing now an ob-
je& which heretofore, in my juvenile ftate, filled me
with fingular pleafure ; anon an edifice of public refort
firuck me with inexpreffible joy —walking from ftreet
to ftreet, I faw many of my former acqaintance, tome

fally
* Mr. Geroge M'Lone, 2 merchant of -probity and larg=

property,
. H

{
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fully knows, but to them I was as 2 ftranger—my joy I:
on fzeing them, many of whom being my former inti- 787,
mates at fchool and juvenile excurfions, overflowed to Quet
¢hat degres, that I could not refirain, but in a flood of OF_the
voluntary tears of jey I ftopped them, and caught Nicol:
them by the arm, with a fobing heart, in broken French and e
cried out, do you not know me? I am’ Charley, your who i
once beloved and faithful companion in forrow and joy 3 took t
I am he who you faw wontenly torn from your affec. me wi
: tions, and from the embraces of an indulgent, tender eafily
{atker, and bty the command of a tyrarnical ruler, un. I was
relervedly given to the Savages of the wildernefs, with theref
them I have encountered many dangers, furmounted mafte

amheard of {by you) trials ; I have fought you with for.ne
wearifome {teps, and here in this beloved, peaceful city this he
4 have found you. On their recognifing me, they with DEre
open arms received and embraced me, and with ua. efl he
fcigned frien.ifhip, one and ail invited me to their ref bis fa

n:&ive dwellings ‘ one ;
~ Yhat t’

With my quondam, bofom companions, I tarried witht

. .. . . perfe

buta few days, enjoying their fincere congratulations : v
on my fafe return to the city, wherein my firlt young brothe
pulfe began to beat; my anxiety of feeing my dear E)fu:ﬂ
282515 Y

father* and family, urged my departure.
' T arrived

* On my arrival at Quebse, T found that my laher fiall

o at St Nicolas

o ey
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Tarrived at Quebec on Saturday, Auguft the 1cth,
1787, and on Monday following, I took my leave of my
Quebec friends, and at three o’clock in thg afterncon
of the fame day, arrived at my father’s houie at St.
Nicola,* without much difficulty I found his dwelling,
and eagerly entered; here Ifound a beloved fiiter,
who intent on her domeftic affairs, on my entering

took but little notice of me, however fhe complimcizred
me with a feat near her; I attentively viewed her, and
eafily difcovered in her countenance a family likenels,
I was cager to inform her of the caufc of my viic; ¥
therefore began to converie with her, as who is the
mafter and owner of this houfe ? is he within ? or gene
fome diftance from home? to wkich - fhe anfwered,
this houfe is owned and occupied by Mr. Leuis Rufce
D’Eres,who is now in his fhop hard by; I then queftion.
ed her about the owner’s family ! fhe informed me that
his family was but fmall, having hergtofore had a large
ene ; that but three children were left, (he being one ;
Yhat the family bad been unfortunate, kaving parted
with two fons much beloved, one was gone to France to
perfe& his trade, being a limner, the otlier, a beloved
urother, the youngeft of the family, was by a more than
brutal decree given to Indians, and by them carricd to
their far diftan: dwellings, this b} my agad and tender

{ather

* The diftanee from Guicbec being bit nice miles,
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father was feverely felt, 'for many days and lonely
nights he lamented the lofs of his much beloved for,
would often in the extremity of grief cry out, Oh my
fon! my fon ! how waft thou torn from thy fond fa.
ther’s embrace ? and that at a period moft engaging,

" and what adds to my infelt forrow, given to the uncul-

tivated Savages of the tracklefs wildernefs, where noth~
ing but brutal roar, increafed by the more brutal man.
ners of cafe-hardened wretches, firangers to every feel-
ing of humarity ; all this and much mare was the dai-
1y effufions of my father’s parental breaflt. T too, faid
my fifter, mingled my tears and eries with the beft cﬂ

- f‘hhers, but alas} alas ! our fighings were loft in ax‘/

my once beloved brother is gone, no more to be feen
and carefed by his fond father and dearell connecs
tioxs.

Fhis moviag aceount given by my fifter, entered
my inmoft foul, and roufed all my paffions to the high
e key, for fome time I was unable to utter even one
word, at length my tender paffions but a little {ubfided,
I began by informing her, that I had travelled among
Indians of various Tribes, that in 1y travels I heard
much of a perfon who had been wontonly delivered to
them, that I'had often heard his lementations echo
through the uncultivated defert ; at this fhe attentively
eyed me, and burft into tears, here a fcene opened im-
pofible for me to deleribe; here fat a long abfent and

‘ almoft

e —
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almoft forgotten brother, there a beloved fifter, eager-
1y catching every falling word from the lips of a'friendly
ftranger—1I could no lenger refrain, but fprang from my
feat, caught her in my willing arms, and with a ftam-
mering voice, éxclaimed, I am your brother! Iam he
who was torn from my friends and {vifered, was dead
to them, now alive to declare to you what I have expe-
sienced in the various turns of Providence during my
long abfence—does my father live ? is his life {till con-
tinued to receive the filial embrace? ard to give the
parental welcome ? my fifter was much overcome and
for awhile could not realife my fafe return, fhe at
length recovered, faying, ftay my brother,” T will haf-

" ten to my father. My filter ran to Wy father, fouad

b £ v s v e P s e ¢ 1t o S 8

him in the fhop dire&ing his workmen, fhe immedi-
ately informed him of what fhic had feen and- heard,
he liftened with indiffercnce, faying all this cannct be
true, your brother is long fince dead, your informer is
fome impoftor, who on hearing the particulars ¢f cer
lofs in your brother, now to eurry favour wilh us, has
contrived this plaufible ftory to impofe on us. Her tar-
rying fo long increafed my delire tofec him, Iran to the

thop, on entering I at once knew Lim, he turned .

wards me and caught me in his arms; now ¢
my joy is compleat, my toils are at ae end, onse ouore
1 realifethe embrace of a long ablent father 3 bicops
7e delufive fantoms, keep back ye vidcnary dreams,
., . let

’ H:
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let me bathe, fecurely bathe in the joyful tears,® and to co
embrace the tendereft of fathers; to this the fpeQa- from
tors could but utter, how tender the embrace of long s
 abfent friends 2 . ktt’:
. f
After many expreflions of unfeigned joy, we retired com
tomy father’s houfe, where he gave me a minute ac- to 2
count of his trials after I left him, of my brother and to C
~other fiter. He told me that he and my brother were was
confined in the guard houfe during the American war, ' of b
and at the commencement of peace were liberated ; treal
that he had fuffered much in his property, haviag loft the
kis real property in Quebec, in confequence of his tak- ::;:f
ing an adtive part with General Montgomery, as has for -
heen related ; that my brother was gone to France; ne fs
tikat my other fifter was now in a family ftate, having cha:
been married about two years., for
My father being (previous to my refurn) left with-
cut afon, he propofed that I fhould tarry with him and
20 oa with his black-fmith’s bufinefs—to this T readily he
confented, and went on in that line four years, enjoy- dia
ing myfelf with my friends, with as much eafe and fat- me
wsfaftion as if I had been with them from my youil, 1an'.
furgetting all things behind, looking for better things @
to
*The relater {uppofes that ioviul as well as forrowful tears
slternately faw. . Ec
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to come. ThusI went on until an unexpeéted letter
from Montreal marr’d all my comforts.

" " Two Indian chiefs arrived at my father’s with 2
Ietter from Colonel Campbell* at Montreal. On their
coming I was much alarmed, knowing them to belong
to a Tribe through which I paffed, when on my return
to Canada. I ecommunicated this to my father, who
was much troubled and advifed me to take no notice
of his letter, which wasto invite me to repair to Mon«
treal, there to undertake to go as interpreter among
the Indians to negociate thre bufinefs for the Englith a-
mong them. My father anxioufly enquired of the chiefs
what Mr. Campbell wanted of me ? why he had fent
for me ? they replied, they knew nothing of the bufi-
nefs. I hearing of Colonel Campbell’s gentleman.like
chara&er did not hefitate, but with the chiefs fet ol
for Montreal.

On my arrival Mr, Campbell informed me, that
he was in want of an interpreter to go with the In-
dians, &c ; the Indians recognifing my perfon, claimed
me as having received many favours from them, -whea
among them. On this I began to fear {fome trap was
layed to carry me back to the Indmas. - -

e

* An officer of diftinftion at Moztreal, and overfeer of the
Ecglifa trade with the da¥ass, - '

-
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The very idea of returning among theni was fuFieient
to forbid my undertaking, I therefore difcovered.a
backwardnefs; on which Mr. Campbell ufed many
perfuafive arguments to gain my confent ; as that I
fhould be allowed captain’s pay with rations, and other
priviledges annexed to that.office ; that thofe Indians
came for this purpofe three’ hundred miles, and could
not be denied ; that the trade with' them was of the
greateft confequence to the Britith nation.* All this
Mr. Campbell fuppofed was a fufficient inducement for
me to éngage in this important mifficn, and propofcd
that I fhould take the oath of office and of allegiance
to the Britifh King, &c. &c. This fenibly touched
me, at once realifing' my former treatment from that

King’s officers. I was fo much irritated that Ithew

my refentment in words, (perhaps tco fevere) this the
Colorel refented as pointed at him and his King ; ke
called a guard to take me into cu&ody-thié incenizd
me but the more ; I was fo far from being intimidated,
that I even damned him, and defied his. guard.  The
Indians being now abfent, I turned ‘my back, ran to
the river, jumped into a boat, which fortunately pre-
fented for my efcape. In this boat I croffed the St.
Lawrence and with all fpeed made towards St. Niccla.
Colonel.

#* This trade with the Indians confifted in furs of various

- ‘®inds; large quantities of which were annually exporied to

England,
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_ €olonel Campbell immediately difpatched a meft
fenger with a letter to governor Carlton at Quebec,
containing an account® of my efcape, and the neceffity
of apprehending me. This meflenger arrived at Que-
bec nearly as foon as I arrived at St. Nicola, and with-
in two days after my arrival, a ferjeant with his guard
properly equiped, came to my father’s houfe in queft
of their prey—on hearing this 1 armed mylelf, went
out to them, and informed thém that I was determin-
ed not to be taken alive, that I would kill the firf per-
fon who thould touch me—<this brought on a patley,
they informed me that they did not with to injure me,
that they had no orders for this ; on this they retired
to a neighbouring houfe, which gave me-an oppcrtun-
ity to, refle® on my fituation and mode of my future
condudt.

On a mature deliberation of my prefent ﬁtud\on X
thought it belt to decamp,t and pufh “for the United
Sta}es, hoping there to find a fecure afylum from the
Britifh. This plan I communicated to my father, and
to fome few of my beft friends—this they confented

torelu&amly, in hopes of my fafe return to them at
' fome

*Asl af;erwards learnt from Montreal, and t>at he confid- *
ered me as engaged in the Britifh fervice.

+ As I expefed another vifit from them, and the uncertaize
“ iy of the fuccefss

N
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fome future period. Having their confent and appro-
bation, I prepared myfelf as well as my time and cir-
cumftances would allow.

I left my father’s family, dire®ed my courfle te
St. Johns, where I fafely arrived ; here I procured a
imfs to Onion Rrivci, Vermont State, and arrived
without much difficulty, and let myfelf to General
Allen,with whom I wrought one month; he not having
any further employ for me, I ther engaged with a Mr.
Boynton an innkeeper for two months, to work at the
blackfmith’s and farmer’s bufinefs ;I alfo wrought at
my trade with a Mr. Collins.

One Evening at Mr. Boynton’s, I found two men*
who came from -Montreal; bound. to Hatfield and
Northampton—I fuppofing myfelf to be at too fhort a
diftance from Mr. Campbell, and that he might by
fome means find out my place of abode ; I therefore
engaged a paflage with the travellers in their carriage,
mtendjng to pufh further on towards Bofton or New-
York.

On our arrival at Northampton, they generoufly
gave me half the fum agreed on for my paffage, having
paid an equal proportion of our expence on the jour-
ney. I endeavoured to enter on fome employment in

' this

* White 2nd Chapin,
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this town, but found mone—parted with my two friends
and left the town, having Bofton in view—travelled on
the road leading thither ; at length coming into Brook-
field, I again offered my fervice, but finding none at
my trade—at length I entered the houfe of a G——m
M-——e¢, and enquired if they wanted to hire a good
hand to affift them in their domeftic bufinefs ? on my
puttitg my queflion, a rough looking, hard fac’d old
man,* fetting by the fire place, turned to me, quef-
tioned me of . my good qualities and fkill in.work? I
anfwered that I was acquainted with the blackimith’s
bufinefs, tuat I alfo had fome knowledge of farming,
and of other domelic employments, that I had fough:
employment at my trade, but of late found ncne, that

farming, &c; to which he liftened, and replied that he
was not a mechanic, but that he was a farmer and want-
ed help; I faid I fhould be glad to engage with him if a-

wages I accepted, and covenanted to tarry with him
feven months, Here opened a neiﬁr fcene,fbeing unac-
cuftomed to this new employ ; however, I made the
beft of a bad bargain, and exerted every nerve to pleafe
my employer, but my attempts were fruitlefs. , He
treated me with rigor ; turniné me out early,and kecp-

ing

* This man I found to be the head of this family, and that
ke suled it as with a'red of Iron,

1 was willing on proper encouragement to engage ia

greeable : he made me an offer, which although fmail A

2
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ing me late in the meaneft and moft ardwous labour;
turning me from his table into the kitching among his
negroes, and other menial fervants, with whom I drew
an equal fhare of coarfe and rough food—at night I
was obliged to turn in with a boy who invariably ftuck
to his rule of wetting his couch every night, not with
tears only, but with a liquid, the Englith name of which -
being fo difagreeable I forbear to pronounce, although
a monofyllable. In this Rifagreeable fate I wrought
with him through the feven months, for which I enga.
ged. My employer treated me thus roughly thinking '
to oblige me* to quit his fervice before my time of en-
gagement expired, thereby to clip me of my wages;
but in this he was miftaken—in many other refpe&s he
treated me with more than favage brutality (executions
only excepted) infomuch that I frequently wifhed my-
felf with my Indian friends,at Scanyawtauragahrooote

JIfland. * With much difficulty I recovered my wages

of this churl ; who anfwered to every bad quality both
in mind and perfon. After this I let myfelf out to
work at my trade for fifteen months with 2 Mr. Abbot,}
who carried on the fmith’s bufinefs with difpatch, and
to good advantage. My tarry with this man was moft
agreeable, he and his family treated me in every refpe&
with humanity, and on all occafions with tendernefs,
Here I became acquainted not only with the inhabi-
tants

® As I afterwarsds learnt.  + Mr, Abbot lived in. Brookficld.
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“tafits of this, but 6f the neighbouring towns alfo. Be.
“fore the expiration of my term I engaged for with Mr.
-Abbot, I found an opening at Spencer, a neighbouring
‘town fuitable for- my bufinefs—thither, on the expira.
tion of the term 1 engaged for, after receiving-my wa.
ges, Iremoved, and with fuitable encouragement fet
‘epfor myfelf ; foon became acquainted with the inhabie
‘tants, and gained much -cuftom.

Thus feated, I began to turn ‘my mind upon the
comforts of a conjugal life, having previoufly gone
through my-portien of forrow and fatigue. I became
acquainted with a -female* of this town, to whom I
‘made my addrefles, and in 2 proper time, agrecably to
the cuftom of this ‘country, made her my wife—this
took place Auguft 19th, 1794. In this town of Spen.
‘eer I tarried thirteen months after marriage, enj joying alt
‘the comforts of a domefticlife, fiirrounded with mahy
“friends, formed by my new conjugal contie@ion. '

This town is an inland fituation,;made up principak
1y of farmers—my unaccultomednels to work fuitably
for them, {e¢d me to confider this town notas a fyitable
place for my future refidence and employ ; I therefore
fought for a town better fituated for fuch bufinefs, as I

‘was moft acquainted with and beft calculated to purfue.
I made

N N

* Mifs Hannah Protty, 2 maiden lady of good repute, aod
a branch of atefpeQable famixly.
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1:made.all the enquiry in my pewer for fuch a town
-at length, hearing much faid of a northern State*
that bufinefs was carried on there to great advantage,
: J.refolved to try my luck. in that quarter:: with this
! wiew I left Spencer—travelled until I’ came to a town
awhich on 1hy firft entrance agreeably ftruck my mind—
here I forght employ, and luckily found 2 mant whe
-wanted my work ; with him I engaged, and from him

—_ and his family received much kindnefs. I be.
_ eame intimate ‘and -made him my confidential friend ;

he having -learnt the hiftory of my paft life, and future
.i withes, encouraged me to fet up my bufinefs in the

town, by whole friendly advice and affiftance I made
a0 attempt, aad-found it fuccefsful in gaining cuftom
and credit, . -

Soon after my fettlement in my: new and laft fla.

fide in a2 molt agreeable fituation, where I hope to con.
tinue fo long as my firength, fkill and integrity fhali
aid me in gaining.cuftom and Teputation, as becomes
-all good. citizens.

Wan—e——

¢ New-Hampfhire, ¥ Mr, J. C. Smith,

tion, I fent for my yokefellow, with whom I now re..
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the learned) on the origin of the aborigines of this
coantry at different periods, fince the firit difcovery
and:fettlement of America, by Europeans. However
plaufible their hypothetical mede of reafoning may be,.
nothing as yet hath ever appeared fufficiently conclu.
five on that fubje&, and I conceive never can be, as
the materials. neceffary for compiling an authentic
hiftory never oan be cbtained ; the natives not having.
it in their power to give any account from whence
their anceftors {prang, nor even to give any account
of matters that have taken place in modern times
any further back, than by faying that fuch and fuch
matters, as battles fought by them.and vi&ory on their
fide fucceeded, &c. fo many moons paft, (as they count
by moons that altersately fucceed after fuch events.).

Any further attempis, therefore, to trace Indian
chronology fo far as to reduce it ‘to any tolerable de-
gree of fatisfadtion, muft be fruitlefs ; however, I leave
that 1o thofe who are pleafed withthe fludy of antiqui-

Y,
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ty, and who are fond of drawing pofitive confequences
from (as they fay) circumftaasial premifes.

As my refidence among thofe Indians to whom ¥
was given was for a confiderable length of time, the
account I propofe to give of them may be depended
on, having been an eye witne{s to many of their move.
ments, both in war and peace, myfelf being.accounted,
by them, as one, and that of no fmall confequence, both
in the cabinet and in the field of Mars.

That the reader may ixave a better idea of their
manners, cuftoms, &c. &c. I fhall give it in chapters,,
as by the following fequal may be read<

My acquaintance with the Tribes of Indians in the
vicinity of the ifland of -Scanyawtauragahrooote, was.

‘but fmall, although with that Tribe ten years. I fhall’

therefore confine myfelf to as particular a defcription
of the Tribe, their manners, &c. with whom I refided.
That Tribe was the moft numerous (as ¥ was informed.
by their chiefs) of any in that part of ‘America, and.
mofR warlike, as I often realifed this duripg-my refi~.
dence with them, not having known them once to fail in.
their warlike feats, eithex defenfive or offenfive. .

o CHAR
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CHAP L

Or rrem Prrsons, Dress, &eo

THEY are in general tall and firait limbed. A de
férined perfon is: rarely to be found among them.
Their fkin is of a copper colour—their eyes are large
and very black; and: of: a piercing fight, difcovering
objedts, though fmall, at-a great diftance, infomudh,
that they feldom fail of firiking the mark aimed at by
the guide of the feathered arrow. Their teeth are well
fet, and feldom fail,even in old age—their breath: fweet
as the ‘gentle zephyr of an unclouded morning of May
—their cheek -#;ones are. rather raifed, more {0 in the

fémale than the tale ; the former are more flefhy, and -

fhorter than the latter. The hair of bothifexes is very
long, coarfe, and of the blackeft hue; the females

pride themfelves much in the length and firaitnefs of .

theirs ; for this purpofe they frequently apply Bear’s
greafe, and a- certain powder pulverifed from-the bark;
of elm or brown:alh; thus prepared, they hang to the
extremity of ‘their “hair lead weights, which: ferves to,
facilitate the growth. '

‘The Iadians are careful to- prevent the growth of
any hair upon-any part of their body, the hairy fcalp.
ealy excepted. The males extrad - their beards, &e.

wath

S )
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with nippers made of wire, procured ~from thé Spars
iards,

. The males of all ranks, from the warrior to the
pappoofe, are marked with the fun on the outfide of the
right leg, the moon and feven ftars on the infide of the
fame: thofe of the males who have diftinguithed them-
{elves by their extraordinary exertions in war, and there-
by acquired great names,.are diftinguifhed from others.
by the fingular drefs of the head.. The hair.is. plucked.
from the head, eicept a {fmall portion on the. back part.
the bignefs of a man’s hand ; the hair thus left on is
permitted to grow to a great length, and ernamented
with fliver broaches and feathers of various colours,
trom the crown of the head to the egtremity of the
hair.  Their blankets alfo, are of the firft quality, and
crnamented with filver clafps; the firft, which is fixed

at the nape of the neck behind, is as large as a crown:

piece, and are placed equidiltant in a ftrait line. to the
bottom of the blanket. Each clalp or broach. (for ’tis
immaterial which, juft as it fuits the hero) proportion-
2bly decreafe in fize from the uppermott to the lower-
moft, which is fixed at the lowelt extremity, and not
larger than' a piece of filver coin of the fmallelt value.
The perfons thus decorated, are refpected by the com-

~ monalty at feafts, tournaments, and all public games,

2c the nobility and gentry of European nations are by
tas peafantry, '

. The
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- 'The Iadians of both - fexes are fond of pamt; and
ufe it on all occafions. The males in going to wa»
paint their faces .of different colours, the right fide

black, the left red, fometimes in ckequers of various-
" colours, as black, red, green, yellow, &c. 'The females

paint a fmall portion of each cheek of: vermillion, at

fome particular feafons- their arms and- nécks,. théie .

breaft alfo they pay particular attention to. Thofe
of the better fort fufpend rings of. gold-or. filver froﬁ
their ncfes and ears..

The common drefs of the males con{m:s ofa bhnk.

et, clout and fhirt, unconfined at the rifts or collar,'
this would confine thgir arms fo much as to prevent

any great exertions of: the body ; their legs and feet
are coyered with fockings of Beaver. fkins,. and
moo‘afons of N[pre hide poorly drefled. Thetr: blanket;
are careful]y thrown over their {BouIders, holding. thg

“upper end by two corners ; with a truffy knife f in one
Hand, pipe, tobacco pouch, &c. in the other; they walk.

about the village ; but in their dances, they throw oﬁ' '

the blanket, e
+ The females wear a covering, fome of leather, ath-
ers of linnen, when they can procure it from the Spans<
iards ; this often happens, which covers the-péticoats®
down

————

® Their peticoats are made of Moole hide er coarle cloth,

Xbhea attainable,
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down 1o the knees—their-legs and féet are drefféd like -
the males. .

" 'The.manner of - canfiruding their-wigwams hath
al¥eady, in the riemoirs, been fofficiently deferibed..
‘Fheir atenfilyfor domeltic cenvenience, are in- general )

_toderabls, fuch-as brafs keftles, both large and fmall,
. asoccafior requites.: Kaives are feldom ufed but in-
" fealping:-amd carving : on: wood, making wooden la- -
dles, &c.. Their veflels ufed at feafts are wooden difh.
es and bowls ; into which the prepared food is dipped by
wboden'fadlés. Every member of 2 family or colleq:
ed multm:de, is furnithed with a wooden fpoon tolera.
b!yuecuted.

Tbexr othérfdrmmre COnﬁﬁs of beds, formed by
p:'ting up fkins of Bear, Beaver and “Buffalo, to a-
bout two feet from the. ground, on- which their beds,
without order or diftin@ion, are.placed. ‘The beds of.
the parents are indiferiminately prepared,. fo that the
parents’ lodging dre. night, eften becomes the lodging
of the fons or dauvghters: the - fucceeding night, and fo
omjult ‘as.it happens. A perfe@. harmony; however,
peevails through each- fmly, beth -at their meals apd
‘esirerents, -

!
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CHAP. 11
Or Tuzx MAmu, &e. &e.

: THE males in general live an idle, carelefs Iife,.
aever undertaking bufinefs in a domeftic line, Ieaving(
that to the females,'»whe—nes-caly‘exm__g_very. kind of
manual labour at home, but are obliged to travel into
the woods and bring home the game, whether great or.
{mall, when abtained by their hufbands.

Tach family hath a particalar fpot: of ground afs
figned it by the chiefs, whereon to raife corn, beans,
&c; all whichis tilled by the females of each family,
and in autumn, whatever grows thereon, whether cora.
erany other vegetable; the profits of their labour is care.
fully fecured, fo that the-males are left to their eafe; . !

while at kome, realifing that the wife is truly an-help .
meat. s

What adds much to-the arduous toil of the wemen
dready deferibed; is, they are obliged . to earry with- ,
them intex tdre corn field fach infants as depend on the
mether’s breat for- fappert. Thofe children ase cave-.
folly lathed.to the cemcave fide of: fome thick: bark, or-
to fome picce of wood formed for that purpefe. From.
the wigwam to. the field. the tender mother carries her-

babe
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babe flung to her back ; when arrived, fhe feeks for
fome fare and trufly propy to which fhe ties the rifing
bope of her family in fuch a macner, and in fuch a fit
uation, as by the gentle wind and melodious notes of
airy fongflters, the child fecurely fleeps until exhaufted
nature roufes the body, which by its infantile cries
foon brings the nurfe, who from the yielding breaft
fupplies the calls of nature with.ambrofial treat ; this

(drawn through canals unimpaired by time, or the more _
" dangerous affaults of intemperance, long multiplied and

handed down from mother to daughter) affords a liquor
at once nourifhing and falubrious. The tender offs-
pring therefore is. reared, corporally, a&ive and vigo-
rous ; the young and expanding mind, the better part.
muft have an almoft unbounded latitude for growth
when affited by the more accomplithed artift; for
want of this, the young favage dwindles down to as
abjedt a ftate of ufeleflnefs as the long cultivated debau.

chee in (what are called polite and well informed
nations. )

-The males are careful not to-intrude into the- fe-

males company at particular times, when obliged fe--

cretly to retire—during the continuance of cgitain -pe-
riodical evacuations t6 which the females are peculiarly
incident, or in the more important hour-of nature’s
fsngole into life, K
 Both
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‘Borh fexes make and recélve vifits at proper times.
Whenever a woman vifits her female neighbour, the
enters’ the wigwam without referve, and with an open,
vnreferved franknefs, pecuhar to a people Uncloged
with unmeaning complingentary femences, (never to be
found in female companies of the more polite, whofe
vifits are managed with futile and evafive words to
little or no purpofe,and of no more confequence nor edi-
fication, than whether a cat,to be 2 good moufer, thould

{ubje@s peculiarly adapted for domeftic ufe and nation-
3l profit, fuch as the beft method to cultivate the foil in
proper feafons—to rear their tender offspring in the

lines, both male and female, the beft and fafel mode
of purfuit, which if perfeveredin, will lead them on to
honor and refpettability, both in their own nation and
with the Tribes of the vicinity.

Such is the condud of the refpeive nurfes towards
their feveral charges, leaving the management of na
tional concerns, more weighty and more important for
national proteion to the males, whofe bufinefs it is to
plan and execute all matters tending to peace or war.
In gvertures for peace made by the oppofing enemy,
they with all the cool, difpaffionate attention neceﬂiry
to determine fo important a matter cater on the fnbge&,

: ard

-

‘be black or white) the converfation turns upon

beft manner for future ufefulnefs, both in the cabinet _‘
and in warlike feats—teach them in their refpeRive -
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-and in open council,* one at a time gives-kis $pinion
for or againft the propofals, ever keeping their na.
tional honor in view. Bat of this fubje® and their
manner of managing their wats, mult be left as the
"fubje&: of fome future chapter.

]

CTHAP ITL
‘Or rusk Mrraon: or Recronine Tims, &,

U " HEN we -confider that the Indians are totally
‘ignorant-of aftronomical calculations, whereby with
precifion to determine the regular revolutions of the
planetary fyflem or periodical returns of the revolving
feafons, we are ftruck with aftonifhment—when we are
2old that their mode of calculation never fails of a fat.
isfaGtory concluﬁgn, that at leaft *tis tolerable.

They divide the year into twelve equal parts, ac.

-counting the waxing and waning of each moon through

the year.for one equal part thereof. They pay pat-

ticular attention to the firR appearance of each moon,

and on the occafion repeat fome animating expreffions,

heightened by fome barmonious founds. Each month
through

- #The coancil conkifls of all the <hicls of th¢ watios,
which arc conBderables
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xrough the year with them hath 2 name exprefBve of its
feafon, as March, with the_g, begins the year.
After the vernal” equinox, they call

Mar;'b,
April,
May,

.
Julys
Auguft,

Scppember,
.O(AI ob” s

November,

December,
- -~

Fanuary,

February, .

Firft fpring moon.

‘Second fpring moon.

Third {pring moon.

Firt fummer moon.
Second fommer moon.
Third fummer moon.

Firlt fall or autumnal moon,
Second #all or auturnnal moon,

“Third fall or aatumnal moon.

Firt ‘winter or frofty - moon.

‘Second winter or frofty moon.

Third winter or frofty moon.

When the oon does not appear they fay it isdead
when it firft appears they fay it is.come to. life again.
They make no .further divifion of time into weeks,

hours, &c; but when conveying the idea of 2 day they
'call ita ﬂecp.

- They 'are totally ngnorantdf geography, yet will h

‘draw on birch bark, charts tolerably exa& of their
'fbuntry, &c. They dice® their travels in the nighe,

when
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~when the moon does not fhine by the polar Rar. They
reckon the dviﬂ:ance of one place from another by one
, Lecp or one day’s travel ; each fleep they allow-to be
il -about twenty or.twenty-five rmles per.day. They have
Eil mo.idea of arithmetic. : i

20

i During my tarry with them I frequently endeavour-
‘% ed to inftrué& them'in my mode of reckoning, but their
N ‘fondnels for preferiag their 6wn, by counting a'cer-

' tain number of beads, prevailed ; I there;ore gaveover
E any further attempt.

e
™ .
B THAP IV
ek .
35 . : : ] C -
‘5;*'3 TTrErR MODE OF (GOVERNMEKT, MANNER 'OF CONVEY-

ING INTELLIGENCE TO ©THER 'TRIBES IR °
ALLIANCE WITH THEM, :&C.

T HE Scanyawtauragahrooote Tribe beinﬂg .vé;-y TR
merous and warlike, particular care is taken, both in
domeftic and diftant operanons, when called fepa-
rately asa nation, or in jun&ion ‘with fome other Tribe.
“The perfons who are chofen to condu& a$ chiefs (for
#hey are confidered as feparate departments) ac fep-
arateij. The one who'cenduds ‘the operations .of

ewar and Deacc, 1s one W"zo bas long been approved
a0
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im-warlike feats, for he rifes purely by merit, is prefer-
ed;-and is implicitly obeyed, no one ever daring to op~
pofe his mandates ; but may, when called upon by the

chief, give his opinion onthe beft-and fureft mode of”
advance or retreat.

The perfon who condu@s their internal police, i3

one who hath by long and often tried abilitics approv-
ed himfelf one of found and judicious abilities ; mo®
likely to govern without aufterity, partiality or preiu~
dice whatever he undertakes to decide upon. He pays
particular attention to the charge alledged, againlt
tite offender ; never admits circumftantial evidence as
having any weight, cither in'con&emning or acquiting
‘the 2ccufed.. All the evidence-pro and con, is’impar-
tially weighed, and without favour or affection decided’
upon. Thofe of the males who are diftinguithed as-
above defcribed, are ever ele&ted whenever a vicancy:
réquires a new choice, never admitting of hereditarp
facceflions: ' -

In their domedi¢ government, a number of perfons,
are ele&ed to execute matterswf lefs confequence ; as to-
put.into execution certain mandates iffued by the coms
mander in chief; and are often called upon as aflift-"
ants to the fupreme judge, in-tryieg and deciding mat~
ters of life and death.

‘Whenever.
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. Whenever occafion requires to fend intelligence-te.
diftant Tribes, ’tis done by arranging a certain num-
ber of beads of different colours, in fuch a manner as.
to convey the intended idea of intelligence, The bead
which is to Legin the firft word is Pc.opped up at its eye,
and is of a larger fize. - A number of beads of the fame
colour are placed in a dire line to the right, and fo
on, alternately placing different coloured and fized
beads fo as to convey the whole of the propofed ia-
telligence. The perfons thus informing, and thus
receiving intelligence, are fufficiently inftru&ed fo asto,
convey and receive certain and infalible intelligence.,

Soon after the. death or refignation of any one of
the commanders in chief, the whole of the. males afn
femble for anew choice, which ismade in open air, and:
in a convenient place for that purpofe. The national
pipe is brought on, and a large block is fixed in the.
ground at a {mall diftance, on which the candidate is.
placed, crofslegged (for they fet up but one at a time.)
The matter is determined by the number of . perfons.

-who alternately fmoke at the pipe: if a large majori-

ty ufe the pipe at this time, ’tis determined: in favour

of the firlt candidate, if otherwife, a fecond is fet up
as the firflt, and the Tribe proceed as before, and fo on
untl one is chofen by a majority of fmokers prefent.

Whenever 2 perfon is chofen, proclamation is im-.
zaediately made of the perfon, his age and.qualitie
H.
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If he accepts the-office, all ~perfons witliout diftin&ion
encircle-him ; he then makes-alengthy: fpeech, declar-
ing his acceptance and determination firictly to adhere
to their national laws, and his determiation inviolately
to band dawn to his fuceeflor all the rights and cere-
monies peculiar to their nation. The multitude are
then difmiffed. The fachem exerciles all the authority
given him as handed down by his predeceiior, until
Bis power ceafeth, which is at his death or refignatien
enly.. o ' '

" A it rarelj hBappens that any one refigns his office,-

elé&ior'ieering‘but feldom takes place among them. It
often happens that ‘the young warriors are called upon
to affift in council on matters of . war or peace. They
attentively liften. to the. argume.nts for or- againft any
propofed queﬁron, never {peaking on the fubjed ; but
by faying I-approve or difapprove, and that will do or
will rot do, juft asit fuits him: The whole debate
ends by the largeft number of anfwers as atove,.

The war and civil déparﬁnént?are by their prima-
ry conftitution* fo formed, that one ncvey interferes
or clathes with the other.. Each branch ftri&tly adhes:

. \ ————
[ PO -

*Their code of laws are hinded ‘down inviolate fr’om"gtn-‘
¢tration to. generation, and. anéthe- fﬂme thrat--therr an ccﬁd'

clave to,
Ko
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ing to the laws formed te fupport and to carry-in:e\
cffe, the mandates iffued by its particular coms.
mander in chief.

~ Such is the powef of long habit, no one of inferior

* rank ever fhews the Teaft relu@ance in performing

whatever is in his pewer, fparing no pains day
nor night, but cheerfully executes all orders properly
authenticated, even at the hazard of hislife ; ever keep-
ing it in his mind, that to preferve his own life and
property, *tic neceflary to dedicate his own power and
time to the national welfare. However, it fome times
(though rarely) happens that one or two will refent
and endeavour to fruftrate the purpofes and dccreés_of
the civil magiftrate, as was the cafe on my trial
Whenever fuch condu& is difcovered, the offenders
are punifhed with death, and that in a2 moft excrucia-
ting manner, unlefs prevented by the delinquents leav-
ing the nation for ever after.

——
C H A ,P;‘ - \70
Or TREIR Fus'rs AND Dmcxs. -

FEASTING and dancing, among the Indians, are
accounted the moft honorable and fatisfa@tory paft
time. Nothing is wanted, in their power to furnith, on
public feafls, to render the entertainment moft agreca.
kle. The
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- . The animal food they ufe priacipally, -is of the
Buffalo, Bear, Beaver and Racoon, with masy otMes

| ~ fmall meats, as thieir appeme may dire& their choice.

Whenevcr apubhc fealt is ptopofzd by tht com--

mander in chief of the civil depatmeﬁt,vprepatam is:
immediately made in fome airy and. convenient fpot ;.

for the whole. Tribe ;male and femal’e, "aﬂ'cmbler

A certain number of cooks and waiters przpare the

food, by boiling Bear, Buffalo, Beaver, Deer and:

Moofe—but above.all, the tail of the Beaver is prefer-

ed and ferved up to the eommanders in chief,, With.

this variety of meat is added Indian corn and beans,
all boiled toge;her infuch a manner that R is cat, both
flefh and vegetb.bles,.wkh {fpoons enly..

The fea being prepared, the maltitade éﬂ’emBTe
and forma circle on the ground croRlegged—in the
centre the national pipe is placed, in a manner alreddy
deferibed.  The two chiefs fit near the pipe on blocks
crofslegged. A ‘particular atténtion is paxd to-them
by waiters of diftinétien. As Toon as may be, the col:
feCted citizens are ferved by waiters placed on df ﬁ'ere!i‘t
quarters, ‘with the food in wooden bowls, each one fcp—

.arately—to each a wooden fpoon is added. By a part

ticular fign given by the mafter of ceremonies, eyery
gue& begms at one and-the fame time, ever bearing
in mmd never ta crack a bone which may fall to his

ﬂxare, and to eat all contained in hss difh, T
[ 4

e
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The feaRt: endéd; they all rife and carry tdﬁards'

8 large fire, (prepared for : the: purpofe) his bowd, into
which ‘the..lieny. contents. is.flung, and .there lefs to
confume. Thls done, the bow]s and fpoons are care-
fally fecuted in- fome convrment départment, aiﬁvays
vezdyforfntnreufe. ML

Thezﬂ%mb‘lcd muI’tﬁmde then ﬁm-ound tKe- g‘rea:
pipe; and (led on by the commanders). alternately
{moke, w]nch fut;her cements the nauon, Danpmg
now takes place, whlch is perférmed in equal divifional
pames, 1ed on"'by each’ ref‘pe&nv‘e mafter, with an e-
qua] numbér of muficians,each’ fornithed with the mﬂrq
ment of ‘mbfi¢ already defcnbed, or in want thereof,

with a brafs ¥eule tuimed ‘Bottoni  upwards. The
mufic being well performed, ferves to animate the
dancess, and,;adds much- to the entertainment : each’
danqer carefnlly obferves nme, as beaten by ithe

playepss -

,Afte: dancmg for fome conﬁderable.length of time,
a,ne&v fcene takes place, which begins. by fome diftina
. gm{hcd warnor, who Reps forw.ard and in aloud, vehe-
ment vm;e, harangues t.he muiutude to the followmg

purpofe, vxz. .

¢ Whenever I view you in acollédted body, and

realife’ ‘four firength and ﬂiﬂl in wxefdmg the truﬁy

bdw and never faxlmg arrow at the famé time know-
o ‘ : ) mg
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ing your:valour in battle, your unanimity ih council,
kam ready to exclaim, ©Oh-happy nation! happy be-
yond the conception of your envious neighbours : youw
have nothing to fear, not even from the moft formida~

ble enemy, however famed for _planning and executing
feats of way. ¢

«Your fituationisfuch, havin g good lands for tillage,
and hunting ground: fudicient for the fupport of your
families at home, and the warrior whenever called to.
defend. his national, unimpaired liberties. Add to this
the great abundance of fifh fwimming in our rivers and
lakes, to be caught in the moft rigorous as well as the
more mild feafons of the revolving year. Go on my
brethren to.cultivate the. more- mild and harmonious
fpirit now prevailing among you. Let no root of bit..
ternefs {pring up to choak the better growth of peaces.
at different pcrlods fown. and culuvated by yourrefe
pe&ve leaders.” ‘

To this theyall give their approbation, by whoops
ing, clapping hands, and at proper- intervils pronoun~
cing the words, true, you have told nothing but the ~
truth ; united we ftand, but divided we fH. 'Then:
cach one adds Peacock feathers, and other party cok
eured ones to their caps, &c.

/

Daring the. whole fcene they make ufe of no other.

hqg.nd to. moiften their throats than. pure water, to.
. which

e S il A TR
-

E




1
|

)

i
_,g
3

arg APPENDIX

which they add a-fmall portion of Indian meal, made:
bctter by a fmall quantity of fap fugar. -

The multitude bemg fufﬁcxently fatisfied and tu‘ed _
the aﬁ‘embly is dxfmxﬂ'ed and every one peaceably Tes
tires to His or her wigwam.

Fealts of this defcription never take place, but in
times of public j joy- Feafts in families on weddings, &c.

1efs ceremonies are. often obferved, but more of this,
Bereafter.,

€CHAP VL

OF 'rm-:m Hur.'-nua, &c-

THE fupphes of the more fub&antxal part of thclrr
food being obtained by hunting, ’tis neceffary that
a very confiderable portieri. of their time- fhonld
be taken up in this'mof neceffary article, Great-care
therefore is taken that every rifing generation of- the
maales thould be well inftru&ed in this art; :

Tbey are early taught tke '@tfe,,ef _the bow and ar,
row, by fhooting at marks fixed at a proper diftance
from the archet. This is daily praiced until the young

popil becomes a complete markfman, not -inferior to-

his
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Lisinftra&or. They are alfo praticed in wiclding the
tomahawk, which ‘is .peculiarly fervickable in Imnt.
mg, &c.

5, The' hunting feafon - approiching, peparation is
= made for that purpofe by fixing their traps, bows, &c..
: The’ﬁrﬁ hquﬁng feafon comi’pcﬁcgt}i about the firft
R’ of November innuany, and continues with but {mall
= intervals dxmng the .winter, until March : after this
1 month, and fo-on during the fumimer, animals of every
fpecies are o lefs value, whether for food or cloth-

ing, &c. ' - .

The quadrupeds they pnncxpally aim at in ‘Thunting,
are the Baffalo, Deer, Moofe, Bear, Otter, 'Beaver,
Raccoon and the Porcupine. At this fime the indo-
Tence pcculxar to the hunters during the furnmer fea-
fon'is loft, and an a@ive, pe*fevermg, fndef%.ngable

in fpirit pervades the whole.

at *: *Théy are I‘agaémus in diﬁcb’enng the rétreat of the

1d animal théy propoi’e to hunt, and are equally fo in the

¢ means ufed'to deftrog it.  They can eaﬁli’\dzfcover the

j_w footlteps of the BeaRs they are in purfuit of, although
1mpercepnbk by every other traveller, and with cer-
:amty‘follbw the"ir\prey through the path!ei's wxlderﬁefs.

axr,

1ce Thexr parncnlar mov!smems oh this* bccaﬂon, ére'.

mg tvy a cqungil in the, previous fummer determined upow:.\ »

T . as
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aswell as. the hamber: each party fhall confift oF {for
they huat in différent cdmpanies, and’ purfue’ ment
routs.)

. Their mrethod: of» hunting the Beffulo: hatli al.
a-adr been. dpfumMmtwus ‘to -each company’s
fetting out on their different roats, agteeably to the de-

" termination of the cou.ncnl every perfon beltmgmg to

each company prepares himfelf by fa&mg three days
-during which, he neither taﬁes of food nor even water,
nor fuffers kis dog; who He propofes to accompan7 him,
to eat any thing. ’Durmg this felf denial they appear
alert and happy.

The reafons they give for this Ffalting, isy thatit
keeps off the evil - fpirit, and  Fefiders their eniterprifes
moft propmous ; that it canfeth.them to dream. what

ourI'e to-parfue in- order to vbtain, the. belt and grmc&
quantity of game, &c. S

bt St

fets out nn&er the dire@ion of fome long expemnced
huntcr, taking with them their dogsand a. froall pum-
Yer of young archers. .

Vaxions methods. are pradticed-to- hant. the Deer:
fometimes by thooting him with the arrow, fometimes
by knocking himith head with the tomakawk “when o
vertaken in-deep-frow i bt the mioft eficQual - method'

s s

RSN
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iis by forming a tﬁangulaf"fénce enclofing a fmall piece
‘of tmeadow; to which they refort.* This fence is con-
fAra&ed of pliable poles interwoven between pofts fet up
“ata proper diftance one from the other. Within this
wiangalar fence Tiares are prepared from the rhine of
‘certain-weeds, not uilike the nettle of this country,
fpontanedufly growing with theém, and are fo fixed that

‘the animal cdming within this enclofure carinot retredt,
‘but is eafily taken.

Any némber difcovered in the woods are by the
Hunters and their dogs put in motion and drove on un-

il caught by the fnares. - This'method islefs expenfive

snd moft Tuccefsful.

The Moofe is hunited by £rft difcovering Hi¢ foot- -

‘fteps in the fnow, which the hunters with weary and
‘perfevering fteps purfue dntil the animals are overtak-

‘en in their rétreats {for they herd togethef, fometimes’

a large number, juftas it happens) which is called the
Moofeyard, fortned by them in trampling down the fnow,
a:fpace fufficiently large to contain the affembled num-
ber. Here they tarty until all the {inall branches of
the furrounding trees are entirely iopped of by the
Moofe, or driven from thence by the huntcrs, their
aever failing enemy.
‘ The

# Their lzanms are ealily dxﬁ:overed by their trampling

down the fnow in queft of food, &c.
L
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’Tis impoffible truly to deferibe the agility and per.
feverance of the hunters when.in perfuit of their game;
neither mountain§, valleys, fv?amps, thiokets, torrents,
rivers, or.even lakes retard their progrefs, but march
ftrait forward in the moft dire line they poflibly can;
-ever having it in their power to help themfelves ‘with
food of fmall game, as the woods every where plenti-
{fully fupply.

The Bear is: caught frequently by fetting traps, for
they have no particular place of refort, unlefs when in
‘their dens, which are generally the hollow of fome re-
maining ftub of fome old tree, or under fome roots of
-windfalls; they are therefore but accidentally dif
.cuvered.

“The method of fetting traps, is firlt to find fome
©1d tree moft likely for them torepair to for winter
sguartere : intothis tree about fix inches from the ground
a hole is made, into which a large plug is driven, and
.at ten feet in a dire& line a ftake is fixed in the ground
of about fix feet in height from the plug fixed in the
tree, to the top of the ftake a heavy pole is flightly
itid on, and on either fide from the tree to the ftake
wood is piled upin fuch 2 manner as to prevent the
Bear’s retreat,but at the entrance a piece of fith is fixed
on the end of the pole as near the plug as may be, which
-allures the hungry animal to the bait, and as foon as
touched,
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touched, the pole which is fufficiently large and heavy,
falls, and at once crufhes the unwary Bear.

The Otter being an amphibious animal, is caught
principally by fetting ftecl trapsin the water fufficiently
deep as to cover the trap: fo as not to be difcovered by
the animal.. The trap is baited by fith of any kind, the
more ftale the better. Near the trap a ftake is fixed;
and fmeared with the entrails of fifh, the more putrified
the greater the attraction. The trapand ftake thus pre-
pared, great care muft be taken to allure the Otter to
the trap; for this purpofe the hunter in leav:
ing the trap, goes a circuitous rout to a point about
one fourth of a mile from the bait, then rubs over the
bottoms of his mogafons tainted fifh, then in his mog-’
afons, travels on in-a firait line to the trap ; this leaves
on the ground a fcent {ufficiently ftrong for the purpofe :
this done, the mogafons are taken off, and the hunter,
barefooted, in a new rout returns fully fatisfied with
the fufficiency of his trap and p;ecau{ion, which fel-
dom fail..

The Beaver is alfo an amphibious animal, and of the
 greateR confequence to the hunter, as well for food as
for clothing and bedding. The tail properly drefled is
accounted the moft delicious of any meat whatever, and
fought for at all public entertainments. The fefr of

the
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the Beaver is 2lfo much valued by the Indians*—the

fur not only ferves for clothing, &c. but is the moft ' {tch !
“-aluable article for trade with the Spaniards of South devot
America, with whom our Indiaas barter_ for fuch ar. but ir
ticles as are not to be found among themfelves. ; Ufed,
' This fpecies of animals are by many confidersd as
under a particular mode of government, not unlike re- T.
publicanifm, moft fagacious, and not ouly endeavour its ext
to prevent the affaults of the hunters, but alfo intrufionz venier
of animals lefs formidable. Nothing however can pre- upper
vent their regular and artfal mode of conftruting hab- nine i
itations exa@ly fuited for their convenience and comfort, oldeft
but more of this hereafter. - of the
the w-
As thofe animals ever herd together, every precau- young
tion is taken, by them, to prevent being taken by fur- fhort
prife; for this purpofs they are careful to fix guards at the fu
- 4 proper intervals. The trufty guard give the earlieft ir- the br
v telligence to the community, who immediately fecreet are ta
i themfelves in a-retreat beyond the fiill of the intruder water.
X " to penetrate. ® Fivery precaution therefore is neceffary ver's1
' to be ufed by the hunter to become fuccefsiul.
Many methods are alternately tricd, fome with ev- . M
#ry. prerequifite, however fail; but the moft apprbved ' :::‘:v
mode is by fetting ftecl traps. . ine the
: C made.

# This animal afords the much valeed Caflor, famed: for

its wedicinal gualitize, .
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In catching every other amphibiots’ animal with
freel traps, fome bait particularly fuited to allure the
devoted quadruped, is cautioufly fixed to each trap ;

but in catching the Beaver a quite different method is
ufed.

The hunter on finding their dam, carefully furveys
its extent and particular conftruion, and at fome con-
venient place in the dam makes a fmall breach on the
upper fide, next to the fagnated water, fixes his trap
nine inches below the furface ; this ferves to catch the

oldeft Beavers firft, and by this mode the greater part -

- of the community are taken, for the old ones finding
the water lower above the dam, cautioufly fend out the
youngelt to fearch the breach, and by reafon of their
fhort legs fwim over the trap without harm ; upon this
the full grown ones venture out and fwim rowards
the breach, and are taken. As fcon as the oldeft ones
are taken, the trap is placed nearer the furface of the
water, proportional to the length of the young Bea-
ver's legs, they alfo are in like manner taken.

Many traps are fixed as above, jult as the hunters
think beft, and all are fixed in the day time. At night
the over matched animals leave their retreats to exam-

ine their dam, and to mend whatever breaches are

made. :
The
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The Raccoon is generally found in the cavity, formed
by the ravages of time in large trees.  As foon as their
retreat is difcovered, a trap is fixed at a fmall diftance
from the tree, thus, a femi-circular fence is formed by \
driving into the ground a fufficient number of ftakes
—i at about three inches one from the other : within this
fpace a crotched Rake is fixed, on whict%a heavy pole

B e

2 4

= is placed, and at its mmoft extremity, a bait, either of

“? fith or flefh is placed : the Raccoon in helping himfelf

7 to the bait ftarts the pole, which inftantly falls, and the
— hungry animal is taken.

The Porcupine is often difcovered when in fearch
for food in the day time, ever retreating at night to
his den, which is dug into the fideof a hill or moun-
tain. Whenever he is feen in open air he is fhot by
the archer with his well dire®ed feathered arrow;
fometimes he is found in his den, which is known by
introducing a long pole; the hunter on difcovering the
animal is careful to faften the end of the pole into the
Porcupine’s hair and pulls out the devoted creature to
the den’s mouth, where he is fecured.

Smaller animals are occafionally hunted, principal-
ly by the archers, excepting the Mink, Mufk-Rat, Sa-
ble, Fox and Wolfe, which are caught by traps fimply
prepared : the meat and fur is fecured—the meat by
imoking—the fur is carefully dried in the air and fun,
and in a proper time the hunters retura to their refpec-

. . tive




APPENDIX 123

tive homes, richly laden with the plunder obtained by
defiroying the once defencelefs inhabitants of the un-
cultivated, pathlefs wildernefs.

. On the hunters return an equal diftribution of game
is made, which being often repeated, would foon en-
rich the Indians, provided they difpofed of their prop-
ety to any good advantage, -but their being unac-
quainted with the proper mode of traffic, they are ea~
fily impofed upon, and the end of one hunt is but the
beginning of a fecond, and fo on: during mMﬁng
feafon. Neceflity, however, urges them to praice
bunting as often as the feafons will permit, as their
principal dependance for fupport is on the beafts of the
wildernefs ; who are very numerous, and during the
winter (which is the beft bunting feafon) are very fat.

there particularly mentioned, I omitted defcribing the
manner of catching the Fox,and although not in order,
in this place for the benefit of hunters in this country,
There give it.

The Fox is the moft fubtil and difficult to catch of
any animal whatever; therefore the greateft care and
fecrecy is neceffary to be obferved to take him. Heis
catched in a Qeel trap.

: Previous

In defcribing the manner of catching the animals -

’
<.
[t
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Previous to fetting the trap, 'tis neceflary to allure
the Fox near fome convenient place where you propofe
fetting the trap: carry to the fpot a quantity of the
entrails of fome animal, no matter of what kind—con-
fine the bait by tying it to fome tree, here let it remain

“until the Fox by the fcent will difcover it, perhaps the

firlt night after the bait is prepared. As foon as the
hunter difcovers that the Fox has eaten part of the bait,
he will then fet his trap at about five paces from the
bait. Before the trap is fet, it fhould be rubbed over
with the liver of fome animal—while among the In.
dians I ufed Deer’s liver, fince my return to Canada, 1
have ufed Hog’s, which is much the bef. The liver
muft b€ boiled, and left the Fox fhould difcover the trap
by the fcent left on from the hunter’s hands, he is care.
ful to put on a pair of leather gloves, and then rub the
boiled liver over every part of the trap, and on the bot.
tom of his fhoes or mogafons, and is careful not to
touch any thing near the trap without his gloves on;
then he takes a quantity of the fame kind of liver, ba-
ked in the afhes, or which is beRt, in the oven (if it can
be done) to fuch adegree as to pulverife it : this pow-
der is fprinkled over the hunter’s tracks to and from the
trap, for the Fox is caught with more eafe when the
foow is deep. The track mauft be made from the firft
fixed bait to and over the trap. A piece of white birch
bark is placed on the trap, or which is better, with
clean paper, if to be procured ; this prevents the fnow
from
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from gathering over the trap, which might prevent it
from fpringing. Great care muft be taken to place
fome part of the liver under the trap to prevent it
from finking too deep in the fnow. .

"The hunter may, if he choofes, allure Foxes from
any other quarter to his trap, by walking with his.
thoes on, prepared as above, towards his trap from his.
seighbour’s traps not properly prepared.

CHAP VIL
$LSCRIPTION OF THEIR WEA?ONS FOR WaR, METHOW,
or Coxpuering tuuth Waks, & .

. INDIANS in general are-ténacious of their.rights
and priviledges. jealows of their neighbouss, left at any
time they intrude on hanting ground not their own,
(for cach Tribe hath a pasticular piece of land affign.
ed ity as well for tillage as hunting.) Some Tribes
have a larger extent of territory than others. “The
Tribe to which I belonged, poffeffed hunting ground
extending not only throughout the ifland, but on the
main alio, fome part far diftant from our village; -
thercfore often trefpaffed upon by the neighbouring
Exibes. This being the cafe, our nation always were

.  (excepting. 7
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(excepting in hunting feafons) planning and carrying

on war, or receiving overtures.for peace’ from fome
Tribe or other. .

As Indians are naturally fprightly, enterprifing and
indefatigable, and of - a reftlefs, uneafy make, add to
this their jealous, fufpicious temper ; they feem peculiar.
ly fitted for war and really delight in its opcr'mons,
however rigorous and doubtful.

The fearly trade our Indians carry. on with .the
Spaniards (as hath been obferved) gives them opportu-.

nities fufficient to furnith themfelves with fire arms and’
~ammunition, which the Indians are careful to keep in

readinefs, prepared at all times to repel invafions, or toq

farry into effe@ a plan of warlike operation with fome
.diftant Tribe.

- "The Tomahawk and “fealping knife alfo, are arti-
cles peculiarly ufefal, efpecially’when' clofely engaged
with the enemy. . h

— .

* They are careful not-to burden themfelves with:
baggage unneceffary ; carrying from home but a fmail
quantity of "provifion,* unlefs the nation they propofa

to contend with,are at.a great dn’tance, in fuch }:: cafe,-
what

—

®.Sometimes killing {mall game with .the arrow, z6t-dis |

charging their guas, {eft it thould alarm the enemy.

T e e Y e s T 0 g N i s P
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“what provifion they carry they depofit in fome fecret
hiding place the greater part,ready for fupply if obliged

fuddenly to retreat, which but feldmn happens with
our nation.

Befides the - weapons above defcribed, our iflanders
fometimes ufe the bow and arrow on particular occa-

fions : their chief dependance being on the.fire arms and
tomahawk. '

Their movergents previous to their march, confult-
ing the Powow or praying Indian, &c. &c. hath in the
memoirs been fufficiently deferibed ;5 -however, I would
kere obferve that in their marches they make" as little
noife as poflible, and whenever they travel over land
‘whereon their feet make any impreffion, they are care-
ful to cover fuch foot-fteps previous to their departure,

Teft the enemy fthoruld r.hereby difcover their route and
m.mbcrs. ‘

Their treatment of their captives is ever pra&xced
as defcribed in the before cited paflage.—The “¥eturn
of the warriors to the village is announced by ..their
whooping, as ‘often repeated as they have recovéred
prifohers and fcalps. Thofe who tarry at home re.
ceive them with the ceremonies vfual on like occafions.

The prifoners atre paraded, when fuch' fquaws as
have loft hufbands and fons in that expedition, are pers

mitted
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mitted ta chodfe outfo many as to fupply the niimber
loft ; who'are afterwards “confidered: as-adopted chil-
deen, and treated every way aschildren:of : the families
to whom, by the chiefs, they are given.

If any -prifoners remain- after the above ntentioned
diftribution, they are executed: in: the ufual modt, by
burning at the ftake.

%

CHAP  VIL -

%u rutir Meraop or Making Prace Wit
OTHER TRIBES,

.LA. LTHOUGH Indian wars are condu&ed with
great {pirit and cruelty, yet the contending powers, afs
ter 2 long {cene of bloodfhed and deftruction of prope
erty, one or more powers when greatly reduced, fue
their 'opponents for peace’; each party relu&antly make
the firft propofal, That Tribe who firft make them,
fend three of their nation, who are. men of integrity
and of confequence to the nation; wha carry with
them a letter formed by beads, recommending their
perfons, declaring the'purpofe for which they vifit the
power who-have beencomendmg with them. They alfo
carry

-
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carry a belt of wampum.* Wherever this belt ap-
prars, its bearers are treated with refpect.

Tt fometimes happens that overtures for peace are
made by'the mediation of ‘fome power in alliance with
that power to whom propofals are made; this mode
generally proves the moft fuccefsful,and feldom fails of
its defired effed.

‘The envoys Wwith their wampum, immediately-on
their arrival, repair to the Head quarters of the natio,
{to whom they are fent) which is the feat of the com-
‘mander in chief ot the war department, who immedi-
idtely fends for his privy council ; to them, in prefence
of the captain general, the foreign ninifte¥s are intro-
duced, who decliver the wampum, letters miffive,
which are in an elevated voice read by a perfon fkilled
in byeroglyphical modes of conveying intelligence, &c.
On this ‘the envoys are ordcred to retire for =2 fhort
time ; when the chief, with his council, takes the fub-
je&t into-conﬁdcration, deliberately weighing the good
and evil confequences that may infue on their rejeting
the propofals, alfo the confequence of liftening to the
preliminaries about to be made, ever kecping their na-

tional

s,

* Wampum is a belt of Moofe hide, on which beads are
artfully frung, and corfidered asa pcacefu! tokern.

M
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tional henor in view on both fides of the queftion, lay.
ing afide all finifter views as of no weight when com.
pared with public.

If the council are willing to liften to the propofals,
the envoys are called in and the bufinefs goes on; if
otherwife, the firangers are ordered immediately to de-
part with their peaceful belt to their own Tribe, and fo
the maiter ends, and the war is carried on with greater

_vigor than.ever ; but if otherwife, the principal fpeak.

cr of the envoys comes forward and makes a fpeech to
the following purpofe, viz.

¢ Great Chief, fon of the great warrior, father of
a-great and powerful nation, commander of the big
ifland, happy in governing a nation not to be con-
quered ; whofe councils are able, faithful to the truft
repofed in them by the potent Scanyawtauragahrooote
Nation.*

¢« 1 count myfelf happy in being intrufted with my
faithful colleagues with a meffage fo important, fo hap-
py in-the event (if rightly conducted) to both nations;
n mai;ing our propofals we have not our national good
folely in view, but alfo the weal of the Scanyawtauray

gahrooote Nation we have long contended with.
War,

* The {peaker appears to flatter, and attempts te gain the
gecd apinion of the oppofite fide,
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¢ War, although neceffary fometimes, hath a tend-
ency rot only to interrupt the iaternal good order of a
nation, but alfo to depopulate and impeverifh the op-
pofing nations. Willing that your Tribe with ours
might once more realife the happy effe@ts refulting
from a peace founded on equal ground, we now ap-
pear to make our terms, and are willing to Il
ten to your propofals; we therefore aftk for a par-
ticular time and place appointed for this very impo:-
tant purpofe—we wait your anf\x'g;.”

The orator having clofed his fpeech, he and his
brethren again retire, when the chief in council ap-
points 2 day and place further to confult and to make
and ratify articles of peace ; all this the ambafidors
are notified of.

The day arrived, the oppofite parties meet, every
article is feparately taken up and feparately voted to
pafs or not, which is determined by a majority of votes
on both fides. All detates clofed, and articles fully
adjufted, the whole Scanyawtauragahrooote Nation
are called together for their approbation or difappro-
bation of the peaceful articles. If approved of, which
rarely happens to the contrary, then the often men-
tioned national pipe is brought forward, placed in the
manner before defcribed ; then the next in command
to the fagamore fills the pipe with tobacco mized

with
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with a certain weed, ufed commonly with tobacco—
lights the pipe—the chief advances and. takes the firft
whiff ; then the ftrangers, followed by the principal
officers. of the nation; then by the whole nation,
feven at a time, which. is a retification of. peace. Af-
ter this the envoys are difmiffed and bear’a helt of
wampum from our ngtion tq theirs, leaving. theirs

“with us, which are kept by both nations as facred. de-

pafits and fure tokens of peace. \

The nations thus forming a peace, are confidered
as in alliance with the Scanyawtauragahrooote Natien ;
and when called upon by them to a& in conne&tion,,
whether in an offenfive or defenfive manner, never fail,,
And fo whenever the other allied nations call upon the
Scanyawtauragahré&ote Tribe, they in like manner
affift their friendly neighbours.

This ftate of harmony between friendly nations,
continues for a great length of time, and as 2 mean of
ftrengthening the friendfhip, the belts or wampum ufed
in forming the alliance,is frequently exchanged by one

“nation to the other, which ferves further to cement the
friendly Tribes with each other.

Some very extraordinary ill condu& in one Tribe
ag'un& its neighbour, in alliance, muft take place be-
fore the harmony, formed by exchange of wampnm,

<an
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can be broken. Whenever fuch condu@ decs take
place, that nation who are inftrumental. in breaking
the harmony, immediately bring upon themfclves war
with all its horrors, which are by tkeir offended neigh-
bours, executed with the utmoft rigor ;. infomuch, that
a total depopulation of the offending nation with its
Rroperty, fometimes is the confequence..

, CHAP- IX

OF zaeir DIVERSIONS.

T HE Indians are often at leifure, and have many
opportunities of .gratifying their paflions for different
kinds of diverfion, asplaying ball, running, leaping,
{hooting with' th’e_bow and -arrow; throwing- the. tomw
akhawk, &c. .

Ih playing: at ball, they form- themfelves into
companies of about twenty each—felcting fome lev-
e}y fmooth piece of: ground, moft fuitable for this - pur-
~ pofe. Each company is divided into two equal :parts,
anda.bet is-laid, confifting of: a- certain« namber of

broaches, as by the parties agreed onj to be delivered:

to the vi@tors,. As the broaches, previous tothe game,

are

Mz~
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! are delivered into the hands of fome trafty byftander, Bot
that fide which gains the vi@ory never fails of receiv. to
;g ' ing it. brc
!ﬁ Their balls are made in an orbicular form of Buf.
3 falo’s hair, and covered with leather of Moofe hide.—
L The inftrument with which they ftrike the ball, is about the
' four feet in length—in form like a fifhhook. That cer
part defigned to ftrike the ball is interwoven with ;‘::
u the finews of Deer, which (on firiking the ball) by .
: reafon of its elafticity, fends it to a much greater dif
5 tance than if ftruck by a flick prepared as in this ;:;
; country. by
4 ’ har
‘ The perfon who ftrikes the_ ball, ftands near to a hin
A hole formed in the ground, to which another ftanding the
‘ t a diftance, aims to trundle the ball, into which (if ner.
; not prevented by him who holds the ftick) it will fall, the
and then the gamefter gives up his ftick to fome other app
of his fide, and fo the game goes on until the whole fon
rumber chofen on both fides have alternately gone lic -
throngh the fame.
" At the clofe, the perfon to whom the broaches are
L delivered, having kept an exad& account of the number one
3» of times they on ftriking the ball run from the hole to the
¢ a ftake fixed at a certain diftance as agreed upon, while bet.
the trundler recovers the ball every time it is ftruck on He

both
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both fides, 2nd that fide in whofe favour the perfon

to whem it is left gives the preference, reccives the
broaches, and thus the game ends.

Running matches are frequently formed among
them; at fuch times a large number colle@, when a
certain mark is made on the ground from which the
combatants take their departure ; they run to a mark
made in the ground at fuch a diftance from the firft
mark as by the company is determnined upon. The
race commences fometimes by two only, but often of 2
larger number, juft as it happens. The wager is made
by depofiting a certain quantity of broaches into the
hands of fome indifferent perfon, who gives them to
him who firft croffeth the Iaft fixed bounds, near which
the man who determines the conteft ftands. The run-
ners lay afide every part of their clothing that may in
the leaft retard their motion. The vi&or receives the
applaufe of the multitude, and is honored by their
fongs and inftruments of mufic as performed on all pub-
lic rejoicings.

Leaping is alfo publicly attended to, and is by fome
one indifferently chofen for that purpofe, who receives
the number of broaches the parties agree upon (for
bets at all times of diverfion confift of broaches only. )
He who on a level plain leaps the greateft number of

paces,
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paces, takes the broaches and receives the plaudits-of the
multitude as on all other public diverfions and
decifions.

The ufe of the bew and arrow is of fo much con-
fequence to the nation, that great pains are taken, early
to inftrué the youth in this art, defigned .for hunters
and warriors ; for this purpofe, a certain number. of

good markfmen are afigned as inftruétors, who. daily -

lead forth 2 certain number of boys, and by. repeated
trials they become mafters, and can with exadtnefs
firike a mark fixed at a reafenable diftance.. Ience
this diverfion of fhooting at marks, to be decided in

" public, which is determined in .the fame manner as
before mentioned of playing at ball, &c.

The proper modé of ufing the tomahawk is of as
much national  confequence as the proper ufe of the
bow and arrow ; therefore fimilar pains are. taken to
inftruc in the Iatter, as in the former art. -

The perfon who throws the tomahawk, holds it in

a perpendicular pofition with its pole or{hank outwards,

the e&ge towards his body, and-with-as much force as

_ the wielder is capable to give, the weapon flies, turn-

ing the handle over the better part a number of times,

proportional as the diftance of the objed is from him
who
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who throws this cruel weapon. When thrown by an
able mark{man, it rarely fails to ftrike the deftined obw~
je&, wehether man or beall.

Thofe who are moft expert in this noble art, fre-
quently banter each other, and on public days bets of
broaches* are made and given to him who excels,
which is determined as in the former cafes.

The before mentioned diverfions are as- often re-
peated as fancy leads the idle favage. Some ether di-
verfions are alfo frequently pradticed by them : fuch
as angling in the rivers or ponds near the fhore for
{mall fith, which of themfelves afford but fmall profit.
The larger rivers and lakes abound 'in fifh of the largef
fize in freth water, fuch as Sturgeon, Pike, &c.

CHAR

* Broaches, cither of gold or filver, are the principal Indian-
orpament, and fo much efteemed by them, that ’iis eommon
for onegto poflefs five hundred, and fome one of the chicks ean
command ome thoufand at a time, made by the Spaniards at
Tartarrac, and fold to the Indians in exchange for their fur,
giafang, &=,
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CHAP X

Or taeir Manxner of Courrsuie, Matri-
moxniaLr CereEmoxies, &c.

NO Nation, whether civilized or not {that I have
ever read or have any knowledge of) ever have totally

.omitted certain ceremonies to be ufed in joining the

male to his female ; although it rarely happens that
any two nations make ufe of the fame form for one
and the fame purpofe ; that is, in forming 2 new and
endearing connection between two perfons of oppofite
fexes, under the characer of hufband and wife.

Some of the Indian Tribes (as I was informed,
when on my return to Canada) proceed to the mar-
riage ceremony without any previous acquaintance, or
even the confent of the parties ; but with the Scanyaw-
tauragahrooote Tribe ’tis quite otherwife, for previous
to marriage, a courtfhip takes place between the
man and woman, who are atterwards married.

Whenever a fingle man wifhes to form an acquain-
tance with any particﬁlar female, he pays the family,
to whom fhe belongs, a vifitin the evening ; if {he hap-
pens to be at home, after a thort introductory conver-
fation with the father, he fixes his eyes upon the female

he
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he propofes to form a new comne&ion with. After fet-
ting without uttering one word for fomeconfiderable
time, he then takes a ftick of about four inchesin length
{for he always at fuch times carries three fticks with
him) and throws -t into her lap ; fhe knowing the in-
tention, carefully fecures it ; he then after a fhort in-
terval .hrows a fecond ftick, and then the third—fhe
fecures the whole number s this done, the man imme-
diately retires and leaves the family to their wonted
repofe. Then on the next fucceeding evening he vifits
the fame family, and in the fame manner fpends his
time, not forgetting to leave the fame number of fticks
as above, and fo the next fucceeding night, performing
the fame ceremony. The third and laft evening, the fe-
male having received nine fticks ; if fthe approves of
his fuit, carefully keeping the whole number, runs im-
mediately out of the wigwam, followed by her lover, to
a fhort diftance from tlte habitation, when a fhort dia-
- logue between them takes place; then each retire to
their own wigwhms; but if the difapproves of his fuit,
the on the third evening throws the nine fticks into her
fuiter’s face, and fo the matter ends. If his vifits are
approved of, her parents make preparation to folem-
nize the marriage, which is performed the firft day af.
ter concluded upon in a convenient place in open air.

On this important occafion, a large number colle&.
of all ages and fexes, where they are entertained by
feafting
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fealting and dancing, with foch mufic as'is commonly
ufed on public rejoicing < but-previons to this, the mae.
rimonial ceremony takes place, whichis thus performed:
the lovers are feated ctofslegged on the ground, diredly
oppofite one 1o the other, their knees totching each
other ; this done, the fathers of the young couple come
forward with a blanket in their hands, ‘which they
gently place over the young candidates, then the mul-
titude form a «<ircle round them, to which the parents
alfo join; then-after a fmall fpace the two fathers
come to the young tduple, and taking -kold of the two
oppofite corners-of the blanket =utter a few fignificant
words, as,'we wifh you joy, ’tis our with that you may
live long and peaceably together ; that your offspring
may be numerous ; that you may'be an honor to your
nation ; that your children may by good citizens, and
that their children may alfo honor their <ountry, fup-
port its rights, and inviolately hand down their mation-
al priviledges to the fature rifing generations. The
blanket then drops, the fathers join the encircled multi-
tude ; then the mothers approach the happy couple,
and raife the two oppofite corners of the blanket, un.
touched by their hufbands, and in language fimilar to
that delivered sy their hufbends, for 2 moment addrefs
the young and rifing hopes of their family honor;
this done, the mothers join the multitude, when a
dance, honored with the national mufic, concludes the
ceremony. The male and his female conforming to
) , this
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this mode, dre'now and ever after; fo long as they hx e
canﬁdéred as'man and wife. -

M

“defititute of parents ; in this cafe four perfons, confifting
4f an"equal number of both fexes, are by the propofed
conple'fele’&ed and on the matrimonial ceremony, ap-

pear and a& thc Jpart aﬂigned the parents on the fume
occaﬁon. . -

‘male wifhes to add a new female to his bed, he con-

fents to the ufual ceremdnies, ‘which are as often r repczf
ed as he admits a new partner.

found there appears a perfe& harmony among. the fe-
males, each orie endeavourmo' to recommend herfelf to

‘the good will of her lord and ma&er, the hufband and
‘head of the famxlyk

Adult ery is not known ainong ﬁ*em; }ealoufy thére-

fore, isa ﬁranoer Fornication however, is punifthed

thus: the female when found gmlty, is by the aged
matrons roughly hardled; by cutting the ‘delinquent’s
hmr as clofe as may be to the heid, then fhe is ‘obliged
to take her paratnour by his right hand, and in this
manner the two delinguents are drove throtwh the.
village. * On :this occafion the populace treat them
‘wn:h the grea;ef‘ mdugmty, hoétmg and ti: owmg duft

. at
N

.tqt )

‘ It fometimes happens that the propo{ed couple are .

Polygamyvx;s here tolerated, ‘and every” time .the .

Tn thofe families where a pluralxty of wives are -
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at them, and ‘in" every contemptuous “mapner . treats,
them as they pafs. This, howewver, but feldom happens,
The female delinquent -ic ever after treated by-her
friends and aequaintance with negle&. -

As foon as may be after a-youngeouple are married, -

'the whole natjon aflemble, and clear a certain piece of
land affigned them by the chiefs for their futurs
improvement. The trees. ftanding on this land, wheth-
er large or {mall, are removed root a:ud branch in

the following manner.

‘The roots rurning from each tree is carefully fepa-
rated from the trunk; then a large rope,* fufficiently-
Jong and firong,is fixed near the -centre of the bo-
dy, at each extremity of this rope a number of ftrong,
hearty pearfons are placed, who by ftrength pull down
and carry off the trees until the whole pigce of land is
_properly cleared and £t for tillage.

The young bride remains one year with hér parents
after marriage, by this time her hufband recovers.one

crop Yrom his patrimony.

The male children have -names given them by the
father, the females by the -mother; thofe: names are
without any fignificancy, and are giwen merely to.
diftinguifh-one child from the other whilz in a ftate of

minority.

* This rope is made of the thine of 3 tree callzd white-weed,

& oo

t
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minotity:* Whenever théy~perform any feat worthy
‘of public: note, whether in‘hunting, gaming; or in the

more noble art of -war, they then receive new and fig- -
nificant names, fuch’as- Baffalo, Bear, Fox,Deer, Bea:

ver, Tyger, Porcupine, Otter, &c ; fometimes fome rep-
~tile or infect, whatever animal the action the perfon
performs fhall moft refemble. Some one who excels
others in fubtility, is called Fox; another who excels

in ingenuity and induftry, is called Beaver: a man of '

thort legs, and of a fnarling, touchy difpofition, they
call Porcupine: one-of a lomg neck and long legs
is called. Turkey, &c.

“Eveéry head of a family prides him@lf in the num-
‘ber of children he kath in his family ; for this purpofe
he ‘marries- as many women as he can {upport by his
‘Bunting, aided by their indultry and economy.

The-parents are rémarkably fond of their children,
-efpecially while.in their infantile ftate. Nothing can
exceed the mother’s attachment to her infant; ihe
takes unwearied pains to nurfe it, never omitting any
means Or -pains to prevent its being unufeful when com-
ing into an ad&ive life, As {oon as born, fhe plunges
it in cold water, and as often afterwards as is neceffa-
y repeats it—fhe is careful to prevent its limbs from

deformity

* They are eonfidered in this Rate until they are married,
which generally, among the youcg people; takes placé be-
tween ihe age of fourteen and twenty.
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deformity by lacing the young and pliable body. to forme
piece of wood or, bark exadly fitted for this purpofe.

This motherly fondnefs continues until the ckild’s new

relation, in a conjugal flate takes place.

CHAP XL

Or 7unx Rruigious Texers, Monzs oF
WorsHir, &¢

THE Scaayawtauragahropote Indians hold- to a
plurality of Gods, as the fun, m,oon,‘ feven Rars, xiorth
or polar ftar, They alfo fuppofe that evil geniufes, or
bad {pirits more or lefs effed their national and privatg
operations. To the fun, however, .dley give the pref-
erence ; ever on its. rifing and fetting, paying homage
by bowing &c. towards it, in token of fubmiflive de-

pendance on.its power.

The moon and ftars are confidered” as fubordinate
‘powers, and take their authority from the fun. The
oon on its firft appearance, whether in the wane or
‘increafe, is particularly attended to. When it fitft ap-
pearsin its full orbit, nothing can exceed the joy
which pervades the whole village—thouting, dancing,

and every other mode of exulting is feen and heard a-

mong
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mmong the inhabitants, ejaculatory prayers are intermix-
<d, alking the moon’s interelt with. the fun, praying
that he would be propitious to them, in giving them
fuccefs in hunting, tilling their lands, &c.

The. ftars are confidered as having rule at night in
the abfence of the moon ; the Indians therefore, pray
that they would. ufe their influence with the fun.as fu-
preme ; that he would haften the return of the moci,
continue its luftre and infiuence longer than at ore time
heretofore ; that the.ftars would prefide over their
traps, give fuccefs to. their endeavours to catch the
Beaver, Fox, Wolfe, and all cther animals taken by
traps . during the night feafon. <

They hold that certain evil {pirits have power to
counterad the . good influence of the fun, moon, &c;
that they can, and often do reveal fecrets to.the Pow-
ows or praying Indians: Thofe Powows are always
confulted on public enterprifes, fuch-as going to war,
&c. . The inhabitants fuppofe the Powows hold a.fecret
correfpondence with thofe evil geniules.

er, I am at a lofs to determine, although when among
them. I made all the enquiry into this matter. 'The man-

-ner of the Powow’s religipus operations hath already

beea fully deleribed.

The

N2z
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How thofe praying Indians come by this fecret pow- .
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The Indians appear in their relipious principles¥d
e rude, and for want of a knowledge of the feriptures
of divine revelation, but a fmall remove above the bru-
tal creation, not having even a faint idea of any power
neceflary to exift before, and fuperior to the {un, moon,
&c. in order to create them.

In inftances of earthquakes, heavy thunder and
lightning, they fay it is becaufe the fun, moon, or Rars
are angry,becaufe they have omitted paying their hom-
age to one or all of their deities, or have not m the
beft manner improved their hunting feafons, or have
not (through their own negle&t) improved any advan-
tage they have at any time gained over their enemies
in battle, &a.

Ifit happens that earthquakes are not {o often re.
peated, asfor the moft part is the cafe among them,
they fay their Gods are in friendfhip with them, and
that they have nothing to fear from their enemies, and
cheerfully pafs away time, not even entertaining any
noticn of a ftate of future rewards or punifhment; but
that death puts an end to the difficulties attendant on
:his life ; that the hunter fhall no more be obliged to
travel fo far, and fuffer fo much as he now does in pro-
curing food, &c. for himfclf and family ; that the ftate
on which they enter at the clofe of this life, #s every

way better calculated to make them happy ; that good
hunting
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Frutting Ends, croteded with amdmals of “the firft-quali-
‘ty and m the greatelt plenty and peifeltion, are there
ehjoyed ; that hanting in the new country will net be
Fatiguing, bat delightful and profitable,. beyornd prel
¢t conception.

CHAP XIIL

Or tamix Diseases, Metaop or Cure, &c.

INgem:ral, Indians afe healthy, and are but feldom
vifited by the Do&or.—Many difeafes to which thofe
nations are incident, who pride themfelves in being cal.
led civilized,‘are not known among the Indians, and ev-
er will be ftrangers with them fo long as luxury and
floth are not introduced into that uncivilized country;
however, the many hardfhips and fatigues they endure
in hunting, or war; their being expofed to the inclem-
ency of the changing feafons; their often Tafting and
gratifying their appetites whenever a plenty of fbod
tempts them, with many other incidental caufes, often

* bring on a variety of difeafes, fuch as pains of the head,

ftomach, and limbs ; but the moft prevalent diforder to
which they in general are incident, is the pleurify or
pulmonick {ever.

In
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In cafes of ficknefs and pain, they always apply o
the old experienced fquaws, who are their do&ors.—In
the pleurify the firft trial the fquaw.makes to remove inal «
the diforder, is to bleed the. patient 3 this is done nearly A

in ge

: in the fame manner as performed by do&ors in this ever:g
! country, which is by winding a fmall cord round the by ar
. patient’sarm above the elbow, and opening.a vein by cafes
' a fharp flint.. Thisisdone in amafterly manner, my- aool;

_ {elf having been operated upon feveral times during my “551
; tarry with them. The do&or then proceeds~t9 a fu. appli.
' doriffic mode of cure {if phlebotomy does not effe&t a of cus
cure) which ?s thus performed ; a number of {takes are bed ir

drove into the ground, forming a fpace fufficiently large '
as to.contain one.body only, with. the. neceffary furni- S¢
P ture, &c.  Thofe ftakes are fet {o clofely together, as arifet’
% by weaving in between them certain pliable twigs, air the P
¢ is totally excluded above as on all fides. . Into this en- way ¢
clofure two large rocks;, previoufly made. very hot phyiic

: are. placed ; on to thofe "rocks water is frequently

£ thrown : the patient at the fame time being confined A
_within this enclofure, here tarries for one hour, which found.
brings on a free and plentiful perfpiration ; in this fate © taugh
the patient plunges himfelfinto cold water fo deep as tentio'
at once to. eover his whole body. -
? with t
v'I‘his method, however inconfiftent: it may appear alone,
to pracitioners in this country, is invariably wfed by the friend.
§ femnale praditioners among the Indians, and is faid to be pear -
i n perfed
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in general fuccefsful, when followed hy internal medic-
inal decoétions of herbs, &c.

Dropfical and paralytical complaints are rarely (if
ever) known among them. Wounds made in war, or
by any other accident, are frequent with them ; in {uch
cafes the fquaws act the furgeon’s part,who by external
applications of herbs and.roots, fpontaneoufly growing
with them, and familiarly known to the furgeons, are
applied, and never fail of a perfe& cure. . The methed
of cure in the bite of tl'xemRa‘ttle Snake hath been defcri-
bed in the memoirs. :

Sometimes the patient fuppofes that his difcrder
arifeth from the malice of evil {pirits; in this cafe
the Powews are confulted, wha enquire in their ulual
way of the caufe and mode of cure, vhich is by the
phyficians particularly attended to. ‘

All the phyficians’ and {urgeons’ prefcriptions, ara
founded on their knowledge of fimples only, which are
taught them by long experience and indefatigable at-
tention to their cperations. '

The females in the hour of nature’s ftruggle, meet
with but little or no difficulty, being always delivered
alone, and without the aid of any one of her female
{riends, or any other perfon. This t6 fome may ‘ap-
pear a falfe reprefentation, but however firange, ’tis
perfedly true.
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CHAP XIIL
INDIAN FORTITUDE iv s TRYING HOUR.

Tar :Maxseg..oF Burvine TREIR-DEabp, &c.

.HOW:E’VER’ terrible the mear approach of death

may be to the:greater part of ‘mankind, caufing the
animal frame to thudder even 4t the idea-of &tffolution,
the Indian:meets this-latt-ereniy with as much compo-

fure as:though-he ‘was not the perfon-defigned to en-

counter this never failing conqueror ; even -when de-
clared by his phyfician, that any further attemps to refs
tore him to health, would be fruitlefs, makes no vifi-
ble impreflion on the dying man, but with compofure
he receives the lalt vifits of his friends and acquaint-
ance, who aflemble round their departing friend, and
never omit to refrelh his memory with a recital of
fome of the moft diftinguifhed traits of his coendud in
hunting and war ; alfo the great advantage his family
in particular, and the nation in general might receive
from kim if he was to centinue for any greater length
of time among them ; add to this the lementations ut-
tered by his-neareft conne&ions, make no -impreffion;
but with heroic bokdnefs, as he was wont to meet ‘his
wppoling ‘enemy in the field of Yatte, he ‘teceives the
laft words :of his friends, and with “équal compafure,
firlt addrefleth “himfelf to his family in .general, then

to his vifiting friends ; laftly to her who he “expeéts to

take -
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taka care of ‘and.guide the children-he may leave in: a:
faze of minority, and dependance,; To his family -he.
gives council and dire®tiens how they:onght to-condu&:
themfelves to gain the good will of - the nation, and to::
gain the approbation “of their national Deities ; that
they muft confider themfelves as about to a& (each
ane according to the ftation of life in which they are
placed) with equal fidelity and -honor the patt that he, ‘
their father, hathbefore them a&ted, both asa good

hunter and {uccefsful warrior ; that in all their condu& e
they muft keep their national honor in view, ever {ac- . 1
rificing their own private iiterefts for the public good,
whenever called thereto. He then addrefleth himfelf
o his intimates prefent ; tells them that-a retrofpec-
tive view of his and their condu&, when called to war;
their fortitude, krength and fkill in directing the ar-
row, in handling the trufty firelock, and never failing
tomahawk, gives him peculiar fatisfaction ; that Kis
own condu¢t while in a&tive life, will entitle him to 2
fiee and ‘{ure paflport at death, into a country far
better than the country they now enjoy ; that in that
country, hunting is continued through the twelve
moons ; that the beft of game is always to be had
without any fatigue or difappointment ta the hunter,
or his tri:&y dogs; bids his friends firidly . to adhere
to the wholefome and well fabricated rules, calculated ]
to fupport their national honor, as handed.down by their - nt
Tathers; that they alfo muft hand them down to their -

pofterity,
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pofterity, with a particularcharge to their childrén, that
they do the fame to theirs; that the generations yet
amborn may reap the benefit of fo valuable a ‘bequeft
as their national niglts, &ec.! :

To.his wife he.makes hisJaft fpecch, and endeavours
to encourage. her in peiforming the duty, which on his
death muft be greatly increafed ; that her reward for
her good fervices will afluredly be giver her in com-
mon with the nations in the cther world, at which the
faithful will arrive. In this calm, converfable manner
the fuvage, without onc groan or ftruggle, yields his
breath as conquered. As foon as thc‘body becomes

lifelefs, preparation is then made for its burial in the

following manner.

It is firetched out on fome tkins of animals, fuf-
fitiently large. Round the dead man’s neck is fixed
by a ftring, his fcalping knife, leaving his head and
neck bare—round his body his blanke* is wrappea, and
confined by tie broaches he was at kis death poflefled
of, with all his other ornameénts. Thus prepared for
interment, his neighbours affemble, and make ready
his grave, which is dug in fome convenient, retired
place and unfit for tillage, in a perpendicular form,
{ufficienitly large to contain the body, the deceafed’s
gun, a quantity of ammunition, his bow and arrcw, his
tomahawk, which they fuppofe he will want to gaina
living in the future ftate, The grave then is lined
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with fome thick bark; then the body is carried

without any ceremony or order, and in an ere& pof-
ture placed in the prepared grave, with the imple-
ments, covered over with bark ; over which, earth is
carefully laid on, fufficiently high as to diftinguifh the
grave from the furrounding earth. All prefent, both
friends and neighbours follow the corps without dif-
tin&tion or order ; tarry until the funeral fevices are per-
formed, then in the fame confufed manner return cach
one to their refpeétive homes.

At any time after, whenever the fpirits of the fur-
viving friends are raifed, they aflfemble round the
grave, there dancing and wheoping in a moft extrava.
gant manner ; and then recite over the extraordinary
feats performed by the deceafed when living. This
concludes the {cene, when all retire to their wonted

- employment and diverfions. )

CHAP XIV.

GenerAL CHARACTER OF THE SCANYAWTAURA-
GAHROOOTE INDIaNs, '

IN all civilized nations, oppofite charaéers are to be
found. Some appear mild and calm cn every occafion :
nothing however gloomy or terrifying to others hath
any ill effe@ on them: othersappear in every circum-
o

ftance
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ftance of life uneafy, churlith and difcontented, whether
in profperity or adverfity, nothmg appears to plealc
them, even the occurrences of common. Provxdencc
diiaffeé&ts them ; at times tl_lgy are ready to fay that fuch
and fuch events are the refult of ivrong calculations.
Such thara&ers are to be met with in all orders of men.
The farmer’ wﬂl frequently dlfcover this by faymg
the feafonis too wet or too dry, toohot or toocold;
if in <he winter, they fay (if the feafon be favourable
for bufinefs) that all work and no play mallxes Jack a
dull hoy 5 if the Zeafon be otherwife; they f’a’y my cat-
tle are cating my provender withont any profit, &c.
This com'plaining {pirit appears to prevail more or lefs
among people whe pretend to an uncommon thare of
philefophic knowledge : .but among the Indians who
have not the advantage of cducation, this {pirit does
not appear {o much to prevail, ,

The chara&er of an Indian, is 2 compound of fe-
rocity. and gentlenefs ; they are at conce led away by
patlion, & at the fame time poflefs-virtues that would do
honor to people of more refined tafte : they will difcov-
«er a molt diabolical temper’in executg fuch prifoners
-as are deftined to fuffer, at the fame time will fhew . all

the-compaffion and tendernefs in their power towards -

thofe whofe happy lot'it’is to be fele@ed from the num-
her of prifoners, and are adopted: by thofe fquaws who
‘have loft their friends in battle.  Such inftances I have
‘known when among them ; no pains are omitted that
are

5
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" are néceffary to make fuch perfons as happy as Indian
accommodations can afford.

I myfelf have exéerienced much of their kindnefs,
although not taken in battle ; yetasa &ranger, both
in ficknefs and in health, They ufed every mean in their

power to mitigate my forrows on m) firlt arsival a-
morg them. '

Nothing_ can exceed their {pirit of refentment,

whenever their honor s touched. They never pafs by

an affront with impunity ; but will watch night and
day.in fome fecret place, near which the fender is
likely to pafs, and aH this without food or cvcn,ﬂcep
for tivo days and nights together ; ‘and will muke their
way through pathlefs deferts, with no other fuftenance

than what accidentally falls in their way, to be reven-
ged on an enemy.

Whenever the father of a family. is called to be ab-

fent from his family for any great Iéngth of time, on his
return he is not unmindfal of his connubial aud paren-
tal feelings, but with open heart and unfolded arms
meets his family, and with a degree of unaffected fatis-

facion receives the congratulations of them on his fafe '

return to his wigwam ; will entertain them with 2 par-
ticular rccital of all the events that have taken place
during his abfence, whether for or againft bim, and
with 2 fatisfadtion no lefs pleafing, will he attend toa

. recital
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recital made by his wife and children of thofe events
that took place among them during his abfence.

Nothing can exceed adf Indian’s attachment to his
nation, on all occafions when called te council or to
battle. When public honor or intereft is at ftake, the
whole take the alarm, anda& as if aénated by one foul.
All private intereft is confidered as of no weight when
compared to national honor.

Being accuftomed te hardfhips from their youth, |

they will furmount every obftacle however hazardous ;
even the near profpe& of death will not abate their zeal
when about to execute the commands of their leaders,
whether in battle with their enemies or in hunting.

It frequently happens that in their long marches,
provifion falls fhort with them ; in this‘cafe not a2 mur-

_ muring word is heard among them : the pleafing:profe

pec they entertain of fuccefs in their enterprife allays.
the calls of nature. This they will endure for fome
days, unlefs relieved by taking fome game which pre-
{ents when on their march, for they never turn afide
from their propofed route, but keep as ftrait and dire®
a courfe towards the deftined place as poffible, however
great the calls of nature may be.

I have known them on fuch marches to be fo far
reduced for want of food, that they have been obliged
to eat reptiles, frogs, &c. and thatin araw ftate ; fome-

times

R g

T



APPENDIX. 157

times for want of this unfavoury food, they will de-
vour the leaves and rind of trees as they pafs along.

The Indians are remarkably generous to ftrangers
who vifit them, whether on public bufinefs or acciden-
tal ; the beft of their food is unrefervedly fet before
them, and they are bid a cordial welcome to every con-
venience in the power of the family to help them to
to allay their hunger, or to gratify their paffions dur-
ing their tarry, whether longér or fhorter. ’

The foregoing relation of the different prevailing
paflions reigning in the breaft of the Scanyawtauragah.-
rooote Indians muft fuffice to give the reader an idea
of their chara&er.

CHAP XV.

A ParTicorar DescripTion oF THE QuaDRUPEDS,
Birps, Fisues, ReEpriLes anp INsecTs, wHicH
ARE TO BE MET WITH ON, AND IN THE
VICINITY OF SCANYAWTAURAGAH-

ROOOTE Isvanp.

OF thefe I fhall treat in alphabetical order ; and

firlt of the quadrupeds, Bear, Beaver, Buffalo, Cat of
the Mountain, or Wild Cat, Deer, Dog, Fox, Hare,
Hedgehog or Porcrnine, Marten, Mink, Moofe, Mufk-

quafth, Moufe, Mole, Otter, Porcupine, Rabbit, Rac-

ccon, Skunk, Squirrel, Tiger, Weafel, Woodchuck and
Wolf, . Bears
O:2
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Bears are to be found in great plenty in this, as well
asin many other parts of America. The hdnting of
this animal is much attended to for food, clothing and
bedding : the flefh is eReemed the firft of any to be
found in the wildernefs, both for its flavour and mild-
nefs. What adds: much to recommend this diet, is,
that it never cloys; a perfon making a meal of it one

. day may feed heartily upon it the next, and fo on (if to

be obtained) .for one month or longer. Such is its fa.
lubrious quality, that it is highly recommended by
praditioners to the invalid, as it fits ealy on the ftom-
ach, and of eafy digeltion. With the inhabitants of the
interior parts of New-England ’tis much prized, as'it
fupplics them, when falted, with meat but little inferi-
ur to porks  With the firft fettlers, where pork cannot
iz procurcd, ’tis of the firft confequence, for in a plen-
titul fupply they are enabled to execute plans the moft
arduous among them. Among the Indians ’tis of 'no
iz{s confequence ; their method of {moking meat (as
hath already been deferibed) ferves to preferve large
quantitics of this food for fui)ply, when hunting fea-
ions arc over. '

The fkin of the Bear is alfo 6f value 2among the In-
diuns, as their beds and fome part of their clothing con-
fit of thofe fkns. The fat is much ufed by the In-

“dians ; they ﬁtf;ucntly rub it over their bodies, efpecial-

ly over their limbs ; to this they attribute their agility.
Bear’s greefe is ufed by them to fucilitate the growth
of the hair on their heads. - ‘ g

' This -
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~ °T'his animal is fo well known in this country, that
a minute defcription of its bulk or colour when fully
grown, or when in a young ftate, is here needlefs ;
however, I would obferve that this much valued arni-
mal produces but two Cubs at a litter, and but once in
one feafon, which is not fo with fome other quadrupeds
of this weftern continent. And what is particularly
noticed of the Bear, is, that during the winter it
refts in its fafe retreat in a dormant ftate. "On its firft
taking poffeflion, it is careful to flop or "plug up the
moft material outlet of its body, with a certain gum or
gluy fubflance taken from the pine or hemlock tree.
.In this ftate they are often found with one of its hind
paws in its mouth, and what is worthy of note, the
Bear is then the fatteft and moft profitable to the hunter.

The Beaver is an amphibious animal, and delights
much in water : they are to be found' and caught in or
near this element. ' :

Much has been faid and publifK:d on the fingular
qualities of this valuable animal, and if rational or
thinking qualitics may with propricty be confidered as
making a part of a quadruped’s inherent faculties, the
Beaver firlt claims the right ; for, as hath in this work
been already noticed, they are by fome authors faid to
be in a ftate of republicanifm ; hziving myfelf been an
eye witnefs to their manner of conftru&ing their dams,
which with peculiar pleafure T ofteg attended to by
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moonlight (when with the Indians) for they are moft
induftrious by night as well as by day, unlefs interrup.
ted by fome accident, or by the mnear approach of fome
more fatal enemy.

Their firft movement (after colle&ing a fufficient
namber for the purpofe) is to find out and determine
upon fome convenient place as well for conftruéing
their habitations as for food ; this muft be a {mall rivu.
let, furrounded with a plenty of timber fuitable to build

a dam from fhore to fhore to ftop the running water ;

this being unanimoufly determined upon by the com-
munity, each citizen hath his particular part afligned
him to a&, whether as a labourer,an overfeer,* or in the
more important office of councillor.

All the prerequifites being adjufted, the bufinefs
commences, and is condu&ed by the fin&eft rules of in-
duftry and ceconomy. The younger and more - robuft,
whofe teeth are beft calculated to perform the wood-

cutter’s part, affemble round the handieft trees ; to each

a fufficient number is placed as can work without’ in-
terruption. They are careful to gnaw the tree fo as that
it

* Thofe who 2& in this office, are very attentive to their
bufinefs, for when any who are employed to fall trees, &c,
are idle (for this {fometimes happens) an overfeer with his tail
will corre@ the idler, which is doneto fo éod a purpole
that the bufinefs goes on with more life; the idler dn being
correted, more clofely attends to his part of duty. '
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it may fall towards the rivulet. Asfoon as the tree is
fallen, they, whofe bufinefs it is, take an exad meafure of
the diftance from fhore to fhore ; the trunk of the tree
is then meafured, and at a {uitable length is gnawed
off ; when others are employed te carry the prepared

timber to its place of depofit. The wood-cutters,
on to prepare more timber as above related.

Their manner of ' draging timber is by their t
thus, a fuitable number for the purpofe place their t

go

9

ails
ails

all on one fide of the timber, while others on the oppo-
fite {ide gently role the timber on.to the prepared vehi-

cles ; thus fixed, the timber is drawn forward to

the

fpot, and there placed. Thkey proceed iz the fame
manner until a number fufficient for their purpofe is

drawn on and placed; then a number appear and

2@

the mafon’s part, whd with their tails as with a trowel
plafter on between the timber, interwoven with fmall
branches of the felled trees—the morter ufed is prepar-
ed by the Beaver’s feet. They alfo carry upon their
tails rocks of very confiderable weight, further to

firengthén their dam:.

Having completely floped the running water, they

then proceed to form their cabins, or lodging plac

es;

thefe are conftru&ed in an oval form, and are built

either on piles by them formed in the pond above

the

Beaver dam, or on the extremity of fome point of land
running into the pond. The greater part of the cabin

ftands
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ftands above the water. Each cabin is fo large as o
contain a number of inhabitants; each one hatha
particular fpot afligned it, the floor of which is ftrewed
over with leaves or fmall branches of pine trees. Their
cabins are fo nearly fituated, that an eafy communica-
tion is kept up between them.  The floor of the cabin
is fo conftrued that the innermoft part is fix or eight
inches higher than at the entrance ; the Beaver then
in laying down keeps his body dry, while his tail is kept
in the water, for it muft be kept wet, otherwife the
animal is fickly. The manner of the Beaver’s laying
down in his cabin, accounts for this animal’s khowing

that fome breach is made in the dam, which, as hath

been deferibed, gives the hunter an opportunity of catch-
ing his game ; for when the water is drawn off, the an-
imal’s tail is dry,which gives its owner a reftlefs feeling,
and increafeth to fuch a.degree asto eaufc the Beaver
to rifk his life in fearthing out the caufe, and in repam
ing the breach.

Their habitations are.completed- by the latter end -

of September, and their ftock of provifion to ferve them
through the winter is provided. Their provifion con-

Lfiits of fmall pieces of wood whofe texture is {oft, fuch

as puplar, willow, &c. which they lay up in piles in
fuch a manner as to preferve their moiflure.

The Beaver being an ani}nal but feldom feen but
by thofe who hunt them, T fall here deferibe it.  The
' largeft

an
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Nlargeft are ncarly four feet in lcngth and about fifteen
inchegover the haunches ; they weigh, one with anoth-
er, when fully grown, about fifty-five or fixty pounds.
Tts head refembles that of the Otter—its fnout is long—e
the eyes fmall—the ears fhort, round, hairy on the out-
fide and fmooth within—its teeth very long ; the under
ones lland out of their mouths about one'inch; the uppet
teeth about one fourth of aninch ; all are brond,' ftrong
and fharp ; the -under teeth before, are-formed like a
carpenter’s gouge, and feem peculiarly formed to fall
trees, &c——-their fore legs are fhorter than their hind
ones—their toes in the fore feet are feparate, each toe
furnifhed with a nail—its hind feet are furnifhed with
membranes, which join their toes much like unto the feet
of water fowl, thus prepared it can fwim thh as much
eafe as anyother aquatic animal. The tailinfomemeafure
refembles that of a fifh, and feems to have no relation to
any other part-of the boay, except the hind feet, all the o-
- therparts being fimilar to other land animals. The tail is

about twelve inches in length, and about four inches
broad in th: middle, the root and its extremity being -

much narrower ; ’tis about two inches thick near the
body, x\hcrc it is.almoft round, but gradually thinner
and’ f_iatter towards the cnd, ’tis covered over with
feales like unto thofe of filh. The colour of the Beaver
differs according to the different climates where they are
found. In the northern parts they are almoft black—in
the more temperate climate, brown. - Their cclour
grows lighter as they approach towards the fouth.
Their

N
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Their fur is of two forts, all over the body, except the
feet—the longeft is about oneinch and of no value, the
other part is a very thick and fine down, almoft as foft
as filk ; this fort is much ufed in the hatter’s bufinefs,&c.
The Caftor is found in this animal, and is of peculiar
ufe in certain diforders, and of no fmall profit to the
hunter.

The Buoffalois found in the greateft perfe&ion and
plenty in this quarter, and of great confequence to the
Scanyawtauragahrooote Indians; it is much larger
than a common Ox—has fhort black horns, with a large
beard under its chin ; his head is fo full of hair that it
falls over its eyes,which gives a difagreeable appearance.
This ‘animal is diftinguifhed from others bya large
bunch onits back, beginning at the haunches, increaf-
ing gradually to the fhoulders and - neck. The whole
body is covered with long hair of a dun or moufe colour
—its head s larger than a Bull’s,with a very'fhort neck—
the brea{t is broad- the body decreafeth towards its
rump.—The Buffalo’s flefh is excellent . food—its hide
very ufeful—its hair much ufed in manufadturing many
articles.

Cat of the Mountain, or Wild Cat, in thape much re-
fembles our common houfe Cat, but much larger.
Their whole {kin is beautified with black fpots—the hair
svhich covers the body, in general, is%f a redith caft.
“This animal is very fierce, and will engage animals of

" fuperior
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fuperiorbirtkyand by its:dexrterity-in ving iusclaws will
~son’queramma.ls~of ‘fuperior {trength-and-agility

Je

Deer. Thisariftal is well known in this co untry.

They are of a deep fallow or pale colour—light on the

* foot, and excellent food, and arc in great plenty inthe un-
" eultivated parts of America.

Dogs among the Indians are numerots, and of great

ufe and much: profitas'well in hunting animals of .the
“wildernefs,as in quefy-of water fowl and other feathered
‘game. They are early taught to follow and affilt the
~hunter'whenever mzceffary. *Tis.rare -to meet an In-
"dian in the~woods without his Dog (unlefs when on

. fome warlik ce enterprize) who is treated by his mafter
“with familiarity, and. at all times with Eis benefadtor
fhares in what the wigwam affords while at eafe, crouch-
-»mg.at his mafter’s feet,.and in’ hunting- does rot loofe

s his fhare of the game.

.Nothing can exceed the attachment aad fidelity of
“the Dog to his owner onall occalioss by night as well as
“ by day. '

The Indian Dogsappear to e of one fpecies, in

) thofe, the qualities of the Spaniel, the Grey-Houndy fiz

Ma(’nﬂ", the Bull-Dog, the F A-I-Tzntﬂr, and the Blood-
Tiou\.,

I
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:Hound, fo much prized in Eurcpean nations, feem to
unite in forming one complete Indian Dog, whofe head
as well as the other parts of his body as nearly refembles
that of a Wolfe as ény animal whatever.

Many aneedotes’have been related of the fagacity
and fidelity of a Dog to hismafter ; among a variety, I
7
{hall felect one only.

-« In one of the weftern. forts: within the'limits of the
U nited States, an: American officer, accompanied . by his
truity Dog only,left the fort in queft of fome fmall game,

. having travelled fome way into the woods was met by

. two Indians, who.knocked the officer.down and: fcalped
-him ; the -Dog was not noticed by. the Indians, who,
after the eremy had left his mafter, licked the -wound,

. and tarried by the body for fome time, often repeating
- his friendly aid, at length dilcovering fome: motion m

the mangled body, the Dog (as thougi: he knew that
fome further affiltance was neceflary to compleat a cure)
ran-to tue fort ; fome officers at that time walking at a
fmali diftance from the parade, the Dog run up to them
fawning round them, and running from them towards
‘the place where lay his mafter’s almait lifelefs body.
‘The officers at firlt but little roticed him, but upon the
Bog’s repeating the fame, they followed the friendly
#ximal, wholed them to the wounded man. The offi-
-cers
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cers carried the body tothe fort, where, by proper ap--
plication the maimed officer foon recovered his wonted
health, and afterwards became an ornament to the
American . heroes.”

The Fox, Hare, Marten, Mole, Mink, Mufkquafh, or.
‘Water-Rat, Moufe, Rabbit, Squirrel, Skunk, Weafel and

Woodchuck are fo well known in almoft. every part of

the United States, that a particular defcription in this
book muft be needlefs ; I therefore fhall pafs them over:
and proceed in the propofed order to defcribe fuchas
are ‘commonly found in the Indian couniry, and are.
frangers to this part of America.

The Hedgehog and Porcupine {o nearly refemble
each other that in defcribing one the reader may
form an idea of the other, although by fome confidere. .
as two diftin& animals. Itis about the bulk of a fmall
Dog, but of fhorter legs ;- its body is covered with hair
of a dark brown, and armed with quills on almoft every
part of the body ; thofe on its back are mott fubftan-
tial. Thofe quiils are tilis animal’s defenfive and. of-
fenfive weapons, which at pleafure he difcharges-at his
enemy. Whenever they enter the flefh in any degree,.
they will fink into it, and ‘are not to be extta&ed but
by incifion. The Indians make ufe of thefe quills in
Yoring their ears and nofes to infert their pendants,

and.



168 APEPENDIX.

and alfo as-ornaments to their ftockings, mogafons; hair,, -
&c 5 theirflefhis: efteemed. by thik: Indians..

The Moofe by fome is faid to be of the Deer kind,
but on a clofe examination ’tis found to be an animal
of a diftinct fpecies from the Deer, both-in its bulk and |
particular formation ; the Deer being- gant-and-of a
{lender body,long-leged-and light on the foot—its horns
long, {lender, round and branching. ‘The Moofe is in:
body nearly of the bulk of a well fed horfe, its legs fhor-
ter and more ftockey-—its horns near the bafe are neatly:
round and large, as they cxpand, more flat.and lefs;
branching. This animal fheds. his: horns annually—its:
hair is of a light grey, with a fmail mixture of blackifk
red—the tail very fhort—its flefa is good {ood, nour-

- ifhing and ealy of digeftion ; the upper lip when prop-

erly cook’d is much eflteemed-eits hide is very proper
for leather, being. thick, {trong, foft and pliable. The
Moofe never appears when in motion, but on a trot.
This animal is rarely to be met with on or near the

'canya\rtauragahrbcotc Ifland, 1ts haunts being much’
further niorth—its food through the winter is the buds
and mols of trees,

The Otter is an amphibious.animal, and: much' re+
fembles the Beaver in its head-and. fore. parts of the
hody—its teeth: are fhaped more like 2 Fox or Wolf,

: The
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The Otter’s hair is much longer than that of the Bea-
ver, and of a greyifh caft. This animal is to be met
with in almoft all parts 6f uncultivated America, is
mifchievous, and if clofely purfued will attaek men as
well as dogs—in the fummer feafon it feeds on fifhy
during the winter ’tis content with the bark of trees, &¢
~its fefh'is of a fithy talte and {mell, and is not. eatenr
but in cafes of neceflity.- )

Raccoon. This animal is fomething fmaller than
a Beaver—its legs fhorter—its head is much like a Fox’
—its ears fhorter, more round and naked—its hair is’
thick, longand foft, intermixed with a fort of fur, which
is of great ufe to the hatter—on its fice a broad firipe
of white runs acrofs'it which includes the eyes, which
are large—the teeth age fimilar to a Dog’s in fkape
and number—the tail is long and round; with aanular
ftripes on it—the feet have five long {lende¢r toes, cach
armed with a fharp claw by which they vith eafe climb
trees into the extremity of the boughs—It ufes its fore
feet like the Squirrel to feed itfelf—its flefh in auvtumn,
after being fattened on nuts, &c. eats very good, and
is much-valued by the hunters in that feafon.

Tiger. 'This is an animal much fhusnced by the
Indians, as they are ravenous and of no comfequence
when caught by the hunter ; they are much in form
like the Wolfe, armed with claws, long and very

P2 ®» fharp ;
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{harp%; their hair is of a darkifh fallow, and entirely
free from {pots—they fecreet themfelves under the '
cover of fome thick bufhes, and on the near approach
of fome animal or hunter, fuddenly leaps from his re-
treat, feizes its prey, which falls afacrifice; for from
the Tiger’s claws there is no efcape ; thofe animals are-
but rarely met with, which the Indians efteem as one of.
the greateft favours.

Wolf, This animal by fome is called the wild.
Dog, and much refembles him in its form ; they are
however much longer bodied and longer leged—their
colour in general, is that of a dun or dark. brown—fome
few are grey ; whether this is owing to their great age,.
or is their natural hue, I am at a lofs to determine.
The Wolf is a great night walker, and often thins the
new fettler’s ftock, as well the yearling cattle as fheep
and lambs in the interior parts of this country. Wolves
often herd together i the night, which is generally
known in the vicinity of their refort, by the hideous-
yellings the Wolves are careful rarely to omit.’

Or trE2iR BIRDS.

BLACK-BIRD, *Blue-Jay, *Crane, *Crow, *Cuc-
koo, *Duck, *Eagle, *Fith-Hawk, *Goofe, *Hawk,

Humming-

Thefe marked thus *are fo common in this country, that
a particular defcription ¢f them in this wosk would be but to

remind
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Humming-Bird, *King-Bird, *Lark, *Loon, *Martin, .
*Night.-Hawk, *Owl, *Parrot, *Partridge, *Pellican,

*Pigeon, *Quail, *Raven, *Robin, *Snipe, *Stork,

*Swallow, *Teal, *Thrufh, *Turkey, Wacon-Bird, .
*Water-hen, Whetfaw, *Whippoorwill,* Woodpecker &

*Wren are to be met with in all parts-of . this country.
during the fummer-months.

<

~ Black-Bird. There are three forts of 'birds in A.
merica (that naturalifts) diftinguith under this name,.
viz. the Crow Black-Bird, which is of the largeft fize,
‘and builds its neft on high trees, inacceffable to boys
in queft of bird’s eggs; of this kind there are a great
plenty; in autumn they are feen in large flocks,
and greatly infeft cornfields,. and do much dam-
age by robbing the induftrious farmer of the fruit
of his fummer’s toil, unlefs prevented by timely pre-
cautions ; however, their rapacity is but of fhort con-
tinuance, for when froft nips hard they are feen no
more for that feafon ; as they are birds of paﬂ'ége’, they
retire to fome unfrequnented and more favourable eli.

matie.

remind almoft every reader of what he is alveady fully ac.
quainted with ; I would juft obferve that they are found in the
greateft perfection in the Indian country. The Goofe and
Turkey are not dome flicated by the nazives of the land, butin
a wild fate and in great plenty.
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mate. 'The fecond fort are of a fmaller fize than the
former, and are diftinguithed from them by the nams
of the Red-Wing Black-Bird, having the whole. of its
body covered with black feathers, except on the lower
edge of its wings, which is of a bright fcarlet—this
fort build their neft on low buthes, on or near fwampy
ground, their eggs are comeattible by boys, which ac-
counts for their fcarcity when compared with the Crow
Black-Bird. They are not (either fort) prizel for
their fongs.. The third and laft fortare much fmaller
than either ot the former, and are of ajet black, except
a fmall part of white on its head and back—this fort
build their nefts on the ground, and ufe a few warbling
rotes. The female is of a-brown colour and is not a
finger.- N

The Humming bird is peculiar to America, and i3
not known in any other part of the globe ; ’tis the fmal-
left of the feathered airy inhabitants—its legs are pro-
portionally fmall to its body, and are not biger than
two fmall needles—its plumage exceeds defcription—it
hasa fmall tuft on its head of a fhining black-—its breaft
is red—the belly white—the  back, wings and tail a
pale green—finall fpecks of a gold calt are fcattered

_over the whole body—an_ almoft imperceptible down

foftens the colours, and produces the moft pleafing
fhades—
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fhadesi~with its bill, which is proportionably fmall to it5.
body, it extra&s moifture from flowers, which is-its:
nourifhment:; over which it hovers-like a Bee, without:
lighting, conﬁa‘ntly moving. its wings with fuch veloci
ty, that the metion isimperceptible ; this quick motion:

caufeth a humming noife, from whence it receives its
name. :

The Wacon-Bird is nearly the.fize of. the {fwallow,
of a brown colour, fhaded about the neck witha bright
green ; the wings are of a darker brown than the body
—its tail is compoféd of four or five fzathers bezutifully
fhaded with green and purple, and i

long as its body, it carries this length of plumage in
the {fame manner as the Peacock dees, hut does not |

raife it into an ere&@ pofition—the name of this bird:

s three times as

fignifies the bird of the great-{p

irit, and isheld in great-
veneration by the Indians, and treated by them asa

bird of fuperior, rank to any of the feathered race..

The Whetfaw is-of the Cuckoo kind, is a folitary
bird, and rarely-to be met with in the fummer months
—tis heard in the groves; its noife founds like the
whetting of a faw, from whence it receives its name.

Or tEEIR FISH.
THERE is-as great a variety-of fith in the rivers
and lakeswithin:the territory of the Scanyawtauragahe

Tocote
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zooote Indians as are to be caught in any other interier-
part of America: thofe that are accounted of the
greateft value,are the Sturgeon, Poutor Cat-Fifh, Pike,
Carp and Club: thefe are (in their feafon) caught in-
great plenty and are of fuperior excellence.

0r SERPENTS.

RATTLE:SNAKE, long Black-Snake, Adder,.
Striped-Snake, Water-Snake, Hifling-Snake, Tgurkey-
Snake, Green-Snake, Speckled-Snake, and Ring-Snake
are to be met with in almo#f all the Indian territories.

As all the above mentioned fnakes are o be found
in many parts of the United States, excspt the Rattle.
Snake and Turkey-Saake, I fhall not attempt a partice
ticular defcription of any except thofe two.

Rattle-Snake. 'This ferpent is of all the ferpentile
fpecies moft to be feared ; its bite (if not prevented by
fome early and proper application) proves fatal—at.
its full growth ’tis about five feet in length, it mea-
fures round its body about eight inches, from its centre
it gradua.ly -decreafeth both towards its head and tail—
the neck is fmall, the head broad and deprefled—they
are of a brown colour-—the eye appears of a bright red
and very piercing—the upper part of its body of a
wrown, mixed with a ruddy yellow, and chequer’d wito

' many
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“mrany regular lines-of a deep black, gradually to a'gold
colour—the belly is of a pale blue, which grows. fuller
@s it approacheth its fides. This fnake gives the trav-
- eller notice of his danger by fhaking the rattles at its

tail ; the number denotes its-age as one is added every
-year of its life.

The Turkey-Snake is about fix feet in length,. pro-
portionaily large in its body, and of a dufky colour—
this {nake takes its name from its preying upon the
Wild-Turkey principally. The method of its taking the
Turkey is in the manner following.

The fnake on finding a tree on which the Turkeys
are wont to rooft at night, afcendsit, to its loweft
branches entwines its tail round a branch with its
head downwards, draws its body into a fmall compafs,

_-not unlike the form of a Wafp’s neft. Whenever th
Turkey approaches its wonted place of reft, the Snake
" fufpended as above related, with a hifiing noife draws
_a Turkey dire&@ly under its enemy, who, as by a charm
feizes its deluded prey, entwines its body round the
Turkey’s neck, robs it of life, then with its tongue licks
-every part of the bird, which leavesa certain gluey
fubftance that ferves to lubricate the body fo that the
fnake fwallows the bird with more eafe ; thus prepared
the ferpent takes it by the head and gradually fucks in
the body with its feathers, &c.

Infcés,
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Infects; Lmards,v&c. are . of‘nhc i‘znne “kind Zmd
ﬁqualltbw 25 ! ﬂ.m oodntzy. _

TREES as.well thofe of bxgh lznd as law, are
“there found i in as great _plenty in that country asin
"this part of America, and as great a variety, butin
.general of a larger growth.

3'I"I'u%'féil";éppear‘s’_iJr‘u"jire rich in the ‘Indian country
‘than in any part 6f the United States, at. leaft in fuch
‘parts as I"have ‘travelled, the height : and bulk . of Lhe

trees clearly evinces this.

"Roots, plants and flowers appear of the fame form
and quality ‘asin New-England, butof -4 fhontaneous
“growth.

. Indian-eorn, or maize, Bedns and {qué{hes ate the

‘only food cultivated -by “the Scanyawtauragahrooote
Indians,

EINIS







