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S,
THe Toronto branch of Queen’s Uni-
versity Endowment Assuciation has passed
resolutivns advoating the eapuediency of
the friends of the University ramsing
$250,000 and urging the co-operation of
the Ontario Government in establishing a
school of Practical Science for Eastern
Qutario in Kingston.

‘THe solicitors for the Toronto Baptist
College and for Woodstock College, in-
tend applying to the Ontario Legislature
at its next session for “an Act to unite
the Toronto Baptist College and Wocd-
stock College under the name of McMas-
ter University ; and for vesting the pro-
perty and control of the said colleges, so
united, in a Board of Governors and
Senate, such Board of Governors to be
composed of the president of the Univer-
sity and sixteen members, twelve to be
elected by the regular Baptist Missionary
Society of Ontario and four by the regular

-
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Baptist Missionary Convention East.”
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IN 1884, a select commi‘tee of the Do
minion Parliament was appointed to
inquire into the best means of developing
the agricultural interests of Canada. It
reported in favour of the establishment
of experimental farm-schools in the vari-
ous provinces, and in the session of 1885
a grant for this purpose was made by the
Legislawere. Professor William Saunders
was also commissioned to investigate and
report upon the institutions established in
other countries.  The result of his labours
is a volume full of important details with
respect to expernimental and agricultural
institutions n the United States and in
Europe  Thereport calls special attention
to the rapid progress which is being made

!
in France in experimental agriculture,

Russia has made enormous progress in
forestry, and has now no less than 12,502
named forests, covering thirty-nine million
acres. In the province of Tula alone,
where but little wood formerly was found,
the government now has seven plantations,
ranging in size from 18,u00tu 21,000 acres
each. Japan is moving in this matter.
Recently the Japan government has
engaged the services of an eminent Ameti
can agriculturist for a term of years at a
1i cral salary, for the purpuse of establish
ing in the Empire agricultural stations on
the Amerizan plan.-— Education.

———

TEeACHERS are beginning to discover,
says the Schoolmaster, that it is a great
mistake to isolate themselves from other
classes of the community, and are taking
their fair share in matters affecting the
general weal ofthe commonwealth. Thus
we find them on town councils, vestries,
and other public bodies, and as privates or
officers in rifle and artillery volunteer
corps. One of the best known of our
number, a former presidént of the Union,
has recently retired from active service
with the rank of major, and on Saturday,
December 4th, his comrades marked their
sense of the value of his services by pre
senting him with a handsome tea-service
and oaken tray. We cannot too strongly
urge on the younger members of our pro-
fession the importance of their identify-
ing themselves with the world outside
their schools, It is one of the stock argu-
ments against the promotion of teachers to
the inspectorate, as also against giving
them the same standing as other profess-
ional men, that they are so narrow in
their views and so little men of the world.
Constant intercourse with immature minds
has atendency to make a man take con-
tracted views of life; all the more is it
expedient that those who as teachers are
constantly dealing with children should
tzke every opportunity of counteracting
this tendency, by mixing in any and every
legitimate way with men of other callings,
and joining in the public movements of
their time,

- - e

THe oratiun of Mri. James  Russell
Lowell [reprinted in our own columns] at
the Harvard Celcbration, says the Zdnca-
tional Times (London, Eng.), was worthy
of the occasion that called it forth, and
will rank among the masterpietes of
American oratory. Its calm and lofty
cluguence, its graceful and pungent die-
tion, are the fruits of a classical and literary
education, and a culture loftier and deeper
than that which strictly utilitarian theurics
would provide. Mr. Lowell desenibed a
University as * a place where nothing use-
ful is taught,” and, as might be capected,
uttered some weighty arguments in favour
of Classical studies. He said, speaking of
the Greeks, ** 1f their language is dead,
yet the literature it enshrines is crammed
with life, as perhaps no other writing, ex-
cept Shakespeare's, ever was or will be. It
is as contemporary with to-day as with the
ears il first enraptured, for it appeals, not
to the man of then or now, but to the en-
tire round of human nature itself. Men
are ephemeral or evanescent ; but what-
ever page the authentic soul of man has
touched with her immontalizing finger, no
matter how long ago, is still young and
fair as it was to the world’s gray fathers.
Oblivion looks in the face of the Grecian
muse only to forget her purpose.” His
description of what should be implied by
the possession of a University degree,
though perhaps somewhat overstated, con-
tains a grand and lofty ideal. * Let it
(Harvard) continue o give such a training
as will fit the rich to be trusted with
riches, and the poor to withstand the
temptations of poverty. Give to history,
give to political economy, the ample verge
the times demand, bat with no detrimnent
to those liberal arts which have formed
open-minded men and good citizens in the
past, nor have lost the skill to form them.
Let it be our hope to make a gentleman
of every youth who is put under our
charge—not a conventional gentleman, but
a man of culture, a man of intellectual re-
source, a man of public spirit, a man of

refinement,with that good taste which is the
conscience of themind, and that conscience
which is the good taste of the soul.”
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A BILL to pension Walt Whitman at the rate of
$25 per month has been (avourably reported to
Congress by the Ilouse Committee on Invalid
Pensions.  The report sets forth that the poet
dedicated himself during the war 0 the unceasing
care, as a volunteer nurse, of sick and wounded
soldiers, his almost devotional ministrations being
well known to the citizens of Washington and of
the nation. It includes many extracts from news.
paper articles and interviews with well-known per-
sons attesting Mr. Whitman’s faithful service dur-
ing the war and his present dependent condition.

Thne chief mischief which the George class of
political economists is doing is in breaking down
the honest pride and self-respect of the people, in
leading them to grow into a belief that there is a
way to obtain a living without working for it, and
leading them insensibly into the conclusion that
there is nothing so very dishonourable in eating
bread that other men carn. This is sapping
directly the manhood of the nation ; this is im-
planting in hearts of people a disregard for the
rights of others which, if continued for a little
while, would make of them Bashi-Bazouks or
Bedouins.  Just so soon as the disposition to try
leaves a man it is a sign that the dry rot has struck
him, and that henceforth he is going to be a bur-
den to his friends.-=Salr Lake City Tribune.

Lokrp DUFFERIN has now been two years in
India.  As his health is suffering under the pres-
sure of hard work and an unfavourable climate,
there issome talk of his speedy return to England,
where, perhaps, in the field of politics he may be
of even morc use to the Empire than he is in the
distant dependency.  Meanwhile the press is dis-
cussing the value of his services as an Indian
administrator. It scems 1o be the general opinion
that Lord Dufferin has been as skilful as a despot
as he was as a constitutional ruler in Canada and
as a diplomat at St. Petersburg or Constantinople :
and it is declared that when he bids farewell to
India he will leave behind him evidences of his
genius in the shape of admmistration reforns and
waterial improvements, by which among those
who (avour British rule he will ever be gratefully
temembered.  On his arrival in India Losd Duf-
ferin at once set himself to work to deal with
domestic questions.— 7 ke Tinmes (London, Eng.).

Lord InnESLEIGH disliked his clevation, and
it is a fact that he entered the House of Lords with
tears in his eyes, but 1 believe that more than once
Jast session he expressed his befief that he was
physically the better for the change.  He hesitated
whether his title should be Kennerly or Iddesleigh,
bt altimately chose the latter. It was not tili
nearly six months had elapsed that he took the
trouble to have the armorial bearings on his car-
tiage changed. Lord" Iddesleigh was a man of
deep religious convictions and of true picty. 1le
invariably conducted family praycrs at  Pynes.
Lord Iddesleigh was proud of the name of North-
cote, and he dearly loved Pynes, which is a grand
old manor house of red brick, beawtifully placed
ona well-wooded hill which slopes to the river
Exe. It contains some very fine pictures, of
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which the best 1s a Van Dyck, in the dining-room,
and at the end of that apartment is a portrait of
Lotd Iddesteigh which was presented 1o him about
ten years azo by the County of Devon. There is
 splendid library at Pynes.  Lord Iddesleigh read
the Jessons at Upton Pyne Church, of which his
third son, the Hon. and Rev, John Northeote, is
rector, on the Sunday before his death, The
church was huilt in 1328, and restored abowt ten
years ago by Sir Staffurd Northeote, who was lord
of the manor and patron of the living. —ZLondon
World.

Tue deterioration of the tone of the press is not
cunfined, of course, to any one department of a
journal which is once affected by it.  Corruption
in this case, comes from the head, and the offences
of the news columns are but the natural results of
the weakness and inconsistencies of the editorial
page  in the place of the honest principle, strong
conviction and sturdy purpose which once inspired
the writings of leading journalists, we now find
personal spites and jealousies, the meanest sort of
political rancour, insincere and cowardly treat-
ment of great question in which diverse interests
are concerned, and a disgiaceful willingness to
sacrifice principle to profit. It is no longer pos-
sible to hope that this journaiistic degradation is
temporary or accidental. Every indication includ-
ing the cowardly and dangerous treacment of the
labour Guestion, points to a deliberate determina-
tion to secure large circulation at all costs, even by
pandering to the depravity of the lower and more
numerous classes,  Instead of attempting to set a
higher standard of public taste, the newspapers
have resolved to make what profits they can by
lowering themselves to the level of the lowest taste
that exists.  The policy is as foolish as it is dis-
graceful. Circulation is not the measure of a
newspaper’s prosperity, as they will discover when
tiiey have alienated the support of intelligent and
refined yeaders.  The cultivated classes are now
looking for newspapers which can be taken into
their homes.—The Critic.

THERE are two men in Count Tolstoi. Heisa
mystic and a realist at once. lle is addicted to
the practice of a pietism thay, for all its undoubted
sincerity, is none the less vague and sentimental ;
and on the other hand, he is the most acute and
dispassionate of observers, the most profound and
carnest student ot character and emotion. Both
these Tolstois are represented in his novels. He
has thought out the scheme of things for himself ;
his interpretation, while deeply religious, is so
largely and liberally human ; he is one of the just
and the unjust alike, and he is no more angry with
the wicked than he is unduly partial 1o the good.
He asks but one thing of his men and women—
that they shall be natural ; yet it is not to be
denicd that he handles his humbugs and imposters
with a kindness as cold and a magnanimity as
equable as he displays in his treatment of their
opposites. What, indecd, is apparent, is that his
interest in humanity is inexhaustible, and kLis
understanding of it almost Shakespearcan in its
union of breadth with delicacy. Himself an aris-
tocrat and an official, he is able to sympathize with
the Russian peasant as completely, and to express
his sentiments as petlectly—as far, atall cvents, as
the art of fiction is concerncd—as he is to present
the characters and give utterance to the ambitions
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and the idiosyncrasies of the class tv which he
belongs, and may be assumed to have studied best.
It is 10 be noted, however, that he clects to seck
his materia) at one or other poleof society. Heis
equally at home with officers und privates, with
diplomats and carpenters, with princes and plough-
men : but with the intermediary strata he is out of
rapport, and he is careful to leave the task of pre-
senting them to others. It is arguable (at least)
that only in the highest ard lowest expressions of
society is nature to be found in an unsophisticated
state s and that Count Tolstoi, interested less in
manners than in men, and studious above all of
the clemental qualities of character, has done right
to avoid the bourgeoisie, and attach himself to the
consideration and the representation of two classes,
the highest and the lowes\.—Saturday Review.

ON the cover of Jmperiat Federatiosn is set forth
the list of all the Colonies ; and we wonder that
any reader of that list should fail at once to be
struck with the absurdity of proposing a federation -
of Great Britain with Cyprus, Labuan, Natal,
Helogiland, St. [elena, and Fiji.  The confeder-
ation must, of course, have a written constitution,
strictly defining all vights, powers, and liabilities,
otherwise there would be as many quarrels as there
were calls upon any of its members for contritiu-
tiozs ar the performance of dutics. To this con-
stitution Great Hritain and Heligoland must be
alike subject.  To interpret it, and hear appeals
against its infringement, there must be a tribunal
like the Supreme Court of the United States, to
the authority of which all the members of the con-
federacy, Great Britain as well as Heligoland,
nust submit.  Let the Imperial Federationists try
their hands au drafting such a constitution, and at
devising such a tribunal.  They will then, at all
events, be brought face to face with the practical
problems which they have undertaken to solve.
Let them also consider how the constitution is in
the first instance to be made.  The free consent of
all parties will, of course, be requisite ; and this,
apparently, can be obtained only by meansol a
congress, in which cach is faitly represented. In
such a congress, if Heligoland or St. Helena has
one represemiative, Canada ought 1o have a
thousand, and Great Britain ought to have five or
six thousand.  That this project when brought
down from the clouds and put to the test of practi-
cal discussion, will collapse, we regard as certain,
and our anly fear is that its catastrophe may be
followed by a revulsion of feeling which would im-
pair that moral bond between the Mother Country
and the Colonies, which is imcomparable more
valuable than the politieal relation, and which, if
not jeopardized by chimerical attempis to enforce
political unity, may endure in increasing strength
for ever. Imperial Federationists should remem-
ber that as soon as they set to work they will call
all the centrifugal as well as the centripetal forees
—all the jealousics and divergent interssts, as well
as the desire of closer connection—into play, and
that the result may possibly be not only a ms-
carriage, but a qua-rel. For India, the population
of which quadruples that of the rest of the Empire,
and to which, indecd, alone the name Empire can
be properly applied, no provision is made by the
framers of these schemes. Is it to be governed as
a mere dependency by a federation comprising
Cypsus, Labuan, and Fiji 3—T74e Week. .
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Notes and Comm_g_nts.

ATTENTION it direcied to an admirable
article taken from the American Teacher (to
be found on page goz of this issue) giving a
general outline of the first year's work.
Too many really good suggestions on this,
perhaps the most important year in the
school-life-time of a child, teachers who re-
cognize its importance cannot receive, The
writer's remarks deserve a careful and
thoughtful perusal.

THE principal of the Teeswater Public
School, in his Januaty report says:i—
Parents are requested to see that pupils at.
tend to their home lessons; to examine the
monthly reports carefully ; to report any
improper conduct of the children when on
their way to or from school to the teachers ;
to visit the school occasionally ; to send
the children regularly and punctually, and to
co.operate with the teachers for the intel-
lectual as well the moral advancement of
the children.

THE success achieved by the ladies at the
recent B. A. Honours examinations in the
University of London is worth noting. From
the results just published, a special aptitude
for language rather than for science must be
inferred. In French four ladies have the
first class to themselves, while male candi-
dates are in the second and third classes.
Five have obtained classical honours,one in
the first class, three in the second, and one
in the first place of the third. Three ladies
have obtained honours in German, and one
in the third class in m.alhematics.

THE photographing of persons in winter
costume and of winter scenes has a tendency
to give this counury a bad name abroad.
Just fancy the Dominion being represented
in the Lord Mayor’s pageant by a huge car
containing an imitation iceberg, and imagine
the impressions of our land which the
casual observer would gather from this
supposedly symbolical trophy. It must
puzzle those who saw the Lord Mayor’s pro-
cession 1o understand how a country whose
chief product was ice, could make sucha
splendid agricultural cxhibition at the
Colinderies.—Halifax Critic.

PREPARATIONS arc at last completed for
the International Catholic Scientific Con-
gress at Paris in April. The commitiee have
oeen labouring over the programme since
18835, being assisted by Catholic scholars
throughout the world. The committee on
organization includes the abbés De Broglie
and Vigoroux, the geologist Arcclin and De
PApparent the Egyptologist Derouge and
the Oricutalist Deharlez.  The object of the
congress is to survey the results of modera
scientific research, and to attempt to show
that there is no discord betwean the truths
of science and the doctrines of revelation as
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held by the church. The lectures to be
delivered before the congress include the
subjects of natural theology, metaphysics,
cosmology, psychology, politigal economy,
social science, physiology, etc.  No vote will

an authoritative one.  ‘The proceedings are
awaited with intense interest both within
and beyond the limits of Catholicism.
Several non-Catholic French scientific men
propose to offer papers for consideration.

Tue Industrial Education Association
(New York) of which Gen. Webb of the
College of the City of New York is President
and Miss Grace Dodge Vice-#1esident, has
taken possession of the old Union Theologi-
cal Seminary Building, No. 9 University
Place, remodelled the class rooms, and
given an exbibition in its new quartersto
the teachers in the public and private
schools of the city, of what it has accom-
plished during the fiest two years of its
existence. The chapel of the Seminary has
been converted into a lecture-room capable
of seating about 300 persons. A course of
free lectures to teachers on  industrial
education and kindred subjects is to be given
on Saturday mornings in the lecture-room ;
and the Association has also offered to the
Board of Education to instruct without
charge, during school hours a numberof the
pupils of the public schools who may be
selected. The idea is to promote the
spread of these methods in the public
school system. The course of lectures was
opened in January by President Gilman, of
Johns Hopkins University.

DRr. McCosH would ‘“be sorry to debar
the child from ‘Robinson Crusoe' or the
¢ Pilgrim’s Progress ;' * he would, * not
prevent anyone from becoming acquainted
with the character of Effie Deans or of
Uncle Tom ;" but he is opposed to a riotous
indulgence in novelreading. His attitude
toward this form of pleasure-getting is not
that of a prohibitionist, but of a high-
license man. He would let the victim of 2
passion for novels gratify his appetite now
and then, but he would exact of him such a
course of heavier reading as would affectu-
ally dampen his ardour in the perusal of
fiction. “For every novel devoured,” he
advises in his recent work *‘ Psychology :
The Cogitative powers,” *“let there be eaten
and digested several books of history or of
biography, several books of voyages and
travels, several books of good theology,
with at Icast a book or two of science or of
philosophy.” ‘ Several books of good theo-
logy " as a necessary antidote to ‘‘Henry
Esmond," or “ Adam Rede,” or ** David Cop-
perficld,” or *“The Vicar of Wakefield,” or
“The Scarlet Letter,” or ¢ Ivanhoe,” or
“Lorna Doonc,” er “A Chance Acquain-
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tance.” or ¢ The Portrast of a Lady,” 1s good.
But who iy to decide upon the quality of the
theology? In theology, as in gastronomy,
what is one man's meat is another man's

, poison.-=* Lounger," in the Critic.
be taken pledging the congress to any
particular theory, ard theeffect of the meet- .
ing will be a moral one as distinguished from !

“CHICAGO will be the place, and nexs July
the time, ot the next annual meeting of the
National Educational Association. Already
the president, Mr. William E. Sheldon, of
Boston, has arranged the programme. All
those whose names are mentioned below
have agreed to come. On the first evening
will be given the introductory addresses by
Richard Edwards, superintendent of public
instruction of Illinois, After this, on the
next and following days, will come u pro-
gramme of six leading divisions, The first
is *The Psychological and Pedagogical
Value of Modern Methods of Elementary
Culture,” and President John Bascom. of
the University of Wisconsin, will read ‘a
paper. Following this come four sub-heads,
covering the four Jeading methods of elemen.
tary training. The order is:—** The Sec-
eratic Element,” by Prof. Thomas David.
son, of New Jersey; ** The Objective
Element,” by Jobn W. Dickinson, sec-
retary of the Massachusetts board of
education ; *“The Scientific Elemeat,” by
F. Louis Soldan, principal of the normal
school at St. Louis; *“The Natural or
Developing Element,” by \V. N. Halimann,
a prominent worker in the kindergarten
field. W. T, Harris, of Concord, Mass.,
will have the summing up of this theoretical
part of the work. Then the same general
head will be continued to * The Art and
Method of Questioning Adapted to Ordinary
Schoot Work,” followed by ** For Test and
Examination Exercises and for admission to
University, College, and Higher School.”
Division = s on *‘The Educational In.
fluences and Results of the Ordinance of
1787.” The third division is on the * Re-
Jation of the University, College and Higher

Theological Schools to the Public System of
Instruction.” Next will betaken up “ The
means and the end of culture to be provided
for the American people beyond the ordinary
school period : (a). by evening schools ; (b),
by home study: (c), by evening schools,
(d), by lyceums and other organizations.”
Division 4 takes up ¢ The Place Manual
Training Schools Occupy in a System of
Public Schools: (a) In urban communities
(b) Iz country districts. (c) Kinds of schools
to be introduced and practical methods of
instruction.,” Some of the best known
speakers in the country will take up this
theme. The sixth and last division is
headed :—** What Can be Done by Edu.-
cators to Enlighten and Arouse the People
and Excite Public Sentiment In Favour of
Education? (a) How to spread informa-
tion regarding the true purposes and
methods of school education. (b) How to
help the people to discriminate clearly be.
tween good and bad teaching. (c) How to
awaken an interest and to create a demand
for professionally trained and good teachers,
and for such only.”
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Literature and Science.

AMERICAN POETS.

Like all wmodern versifiers, American
poets of the cultured school are characterized
by scholarly refinement of thought, com-
mand of dainty fancies, and mastery of the
technicalities of their art. As the special
birthright ot their nation, they possess
fluency of language, genius for eflective
illustrations, and power of condensing
thought into portable epigrammatic shape.
Their nativenimbleness of mind enablesthem
to approach their subject from many differ-
ent points of view, each of which suggests a
profusion of novel associations. It is this
power that imparts to their verse the charm
of freshness. There poetry has the trans
parent brilliancy, the sparkle, and the sharp
outline of cut glass. But it is vitreous, not
opaline. There is little depth of light and
shade, no flesh-tints, no broad, massive
effects of coiour. This class of American
poetry,as the abundance of the crop seemsto
indicate, is the fruit of extreme culture,
The soil in which it grows is never rank, of
course, but neither is it deep or rich. There
is not the gusto and relish of tife among cul-
tivated Americans which seem to belong to
master-minds. The climate has sharpened
the mental perceptious, but dried up the
marrow and the juice. The intellect pre-
ponderates over all that is emotional and
spontaneous; the critical and discerning
elemems overpower the passionate and
fervid. Refinement seems to rob the liter-
ary character of its bone and sinew, and
culture to bleach its flowers of their colour.
And, after al}, the grace of strength tran-
scends all other grace. Touches of anything
gross and strong are rare : the dauntlessness
of Nature seems exhausted ; there is httle
that is grand-heasted, tumultuous, and self-
forgetful.

On the other hand, and in these days it is
a most legitimate source of pride, nothing is
wore remarkable than the consistent purity
of the moral tone, and the unfailing delicacy
of feeling. There are few, if any, lines in
the whole range of this class of American
poetry that a dying poet need wish to blot,
From first to last, there are no insidious
suggestions.

The democratic school of poets, with all
their glaring faults, recognize that dainty
perfection of expression is no substitute for
stimulating thought ; and that subtle analy-
ses of their lighter emations or deft-fingered
sketches of society may display ingenuity or
fancy, but afford no occasion for the exercise
of creative force or imaginative power.
Whitman has failed to revolutionize poetry.
Rhyme and metre will endure so long as the
songs of men or birds; Art will outlive the
longest life. But the future is, we belicve,

“interest.

in other respects with him and his school.
He illustrates, as olten by failure as by suc-
cess, what are the truc needs of modern
poetry, Power, and force, and freednm, con-
fer an immortality which no culture can
secure, Behind the poetry there tnust be a
living personality, a nature, coarse-fibred
perhaps, but strong, deep, and vehement,
Modern poetry, again, must be fuall of human
The cultivated poets of America
have carried description to the highest pitch
of perfection, perhaps because it affords the
readiest escape from the crudities of their

material civilization. But pictures of Nature, ’

however exquisite, are comparatively value-
less, uniess they form the backgrounds for
human action. The living figures are too
often absent. Itisin this field of human
life and character that American novelists
have reaped abundant harvest. There is
yet room for her poets. The dramatic
element is streng in Bret Harte, and, though
Whitman draws types rather than indjvid.
uals, his poetry is thronged with the concrete
realities of life. Lastly, the future position
of poetry mnust largely depend on her atti-
tude to modern science. Legends, and
myths, and romance, seem desuned to dis-
appear: but in their place are revealed
unsuspected expanses of knowledge, and un-
bounded vistas opened to the imagination.
Herc again Whitman has proved a worthy
pionzer. In many striking passages he has
anticipated and assimilated the latest results
of scientific enquiry.

To conjecture the future of poetry,
whether in the Old or the New World, would
be a fond and foolish task. Mr. Steadman
consgiders that many causes combine at the
present moment to check its growth in
America. Among the principal causes of
impaired vitality, and of the bligt which
destroys the promtsed fruit, this acute and
fair-minded critic includes the Law of
Copyright. The following paragraph, with
which we conclude our survey of American
paetry, is taken from his remarks upon this
important subject :—

“ All classes of literary workmen still en-
dure the disadvantage of a market drugged
with stolen goods. Shameless as is our legal
plundering of foreign authors, our blood is
most stirred by the consequent injury to
home literature,—by the wrongs,the poverty,
the discouragement to which the foes of
International Copyright subject our own
writers.”—Quarterly Review.

THE RIGHT BOOKS TO READ.

THE poet Southey defines the right books
to read in a style that recommends itself,
He says:—* Young readers, you whose
hearts arc open, whose understandings are
not yet hardened, and whose feelings are
neither exhausted nor encrusted with the

world, take from me a better rule than any
professors of criticism will teach you.
Would you know whether the tendency of a
book is good or evil, examine in what state
of mind you lay it down. Has it induced
you to suspect that what you have been
accustomed to think unlawful may after ali
be innocent, and that that may be harmless
which you have hitherto bien taught to
think dangerous ? Has it tended to make
you dissatisfied and impatient under the con-
tro! of others, and disposed you to relax in
that self-government without which both the
laws of God and man tell us there can be no
virtue, and consequently no happiness?
Has it attempted to abate your admiration
and ~verence for what is great and good,
and to diminish in you alove of your country
and of your fellow-creatures? Has it ad-
dressed itself to your pride, your vanity,
your selfishness, or any of your evil propen-
sities? Has it defiled the imagination with
what is losthsome, and shocked the heart
with what is monstrous? Has it distracted
the sense of right and wrong which the
Creator has implanted in the human soul ?
Ifso—if you have felt that such werc the
effects it was intended to produce—throw
the bookinto the fire, whatever name it may
bear upon the title-page. Throw it into the
fire, young man, though it should have been
the gift of a friend ; young lady, away with
the whole set, though it should be the prom-
inent furniture in the rosewood bookcase.”

B — e ————

AN attempt to infuse new vigour into the
degenerating potato by crossing the culti-
vated varieties with the wild plant, has been
for two or three seasons in progress at
Reading, Epgland, and has proved very
successful thus fac. The hybrid plants pro-
duce a good yield of tubers of excellent form
and quality.

THE possibility of changing one metal into
another seems to be still an open question,
and chemistry may yet accomplish the oft-
ridiculed purpose of the old alchemists. A
spectroscopic study of the sun has given
Prof. J. N. Lockyer, the English astron:
omer, reacon for believing that the sub-
stances now regarded as clementary are
really compound ; while Prof. Wm. Croockes,
probably as able a physicist as any living,
finds that the observed phenomena of chem-
istry and physics point very strongly to the
conclusion that all the so-called clements
are but variations of a single form of matter
which he terms ¢ protyle.” Prof. Crookes
agrees with Faraday that, ‘“to decompose
the metals, then to reform them, to change
them from one to another, and to realize the
once absurd notion of transmutation, are the
problems now given to the chemist for
solution.”
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Educational Opinion.
HAND-TRAINING VERSUS LAN-
GUAGE.LEARNING.

Tiie Cornmissioners on Technical Instruc-
tion, in their interesting report on technical
education, have given endless casc’s showing
the great importance of technical instruction,
and i can not help thinking that much more
technical education might be introduced
even into clementary schools. Something
of the kind, indeed, is done in the case of
gitls by the instruction in needlework and
cookery, which latter, I am happy to see, is
showing satisfactory results. Why should
not something of the same kind be done in
the case of boys? There are some, indeed,
who seem to think that our educational sys-
tem is as good as possible, and that the only
remaining points of importance are the num-
ber of tchools and scholars, the questions of
fees, the relation of voluntary and board
schools, etc. “Nodoubt," says Mr. Symonads,
inhis *'Sketches in Italy and Greece,"” ** there
are many who think that when we not only
advocate education but discuss the best sys-
tem, we are simply beating the air ; that our
population is as bappy and cultivaied as can
be, znd that no substantial advance is really
possible.  Mr, Galton, however, has ex-
pressed the opinion, and most of those who
have written on the social condition of
Athens secem to agree with him, ti at the
population of Athens, taken as a whole, was
as superior to us as we are to Australian
savages.”

That there is some truth in this probably
no stndent of Greek history will deny. Why,
then, should this be so? I cannot but
think that our system of education is partly
responsible.

Technical teaching need not in any way
interfere with instruction in other subjects.
Though so much has been said about the
importance of science and the value of tech-
nical instruction, or of hand-training, as I
should prefer to call i, it is unfortunately
true that in our system of education,
from the bighest school downward, both of
them are sadly neglected, and the study of
language reigns supreme.

This is no new complaint. Ascham, in
The Schoolmaster long ago lamented it;
and Milton, in his letter to Mr. Samuel Hart-
lib, complained * That our children are
forced to stick unreasonably in these gram-
matick flats and shallows ;” and observes
thai, *“though a linguist should pride him-
self 10 have all the tongues Babel cleft the
world into, yet, if he have not studied the
solid things in them as well as the words and
lexicons, he were nothing so much to be
esteemed a learned man as any yeoman or
tradesman competently wise in Ins mother
dialect only ;* and Locke said that **schools
fit us for the university rather than for the
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world,” Commission after commission, com-
mittee after committee, have reiterated the
same compiaint.—&rom “.° ..aual Instruc-
tion," by Sir Fohn Lubbock.

THE HEALTH OF SCHOOL GI/RLS.

THAT very valuable body, the Association
of Collegiate Alumn, has just undertaken a
systematic investigation into one of the mast
important questions that can possibly inter-
est the community—the physizal condition
of school girls between twelve and eighteen.
These ages are selected, a0 doubt, because
after eighteen these students may be regarded
as women, while under twelve the problem
of their physical condition is indistinguisha-
ble from that of boys. But the welfare of
the race, the motherhood of the coming gen-
eration, depends on the judicious manage.
ment of school girls between the ages here
specified. The investigation of the Alumnwe
Association is in charge of the daughter of
an eminent Boston physician,andis preceded
by a circular, calling attention to the follow-
ing specific evils existing among school girls:
—(1) Social dissipation and excitement ; (z)
the misuse of vacations ; (3) habitual loss of
sufficient and healthy sleep ; (4) irregularity
and haste in taking food, the omission of
breakfast, and the use of a stimulating, or in-
nutritious diet; (5) tight, heavy, orinsufficient
clothing ; (6) lack of proper exercise; (7)
unsanitary condition of the home or school-
room; (8) the omissionof instruction in san-
itation and hygiene; (9) the ambition of.
parents and daughters to accomplish much
in little time. This is supplemented by a
circular to be filled out by teachers or par-
ents covering 24 questions, with columns
ruled for five successive years of school life.
The record thus kept will be of the greatest
value for the parents or teachers themselves,
and will furnish to the society that broad
basis of Cefinite facts without which no really
scientific inferenc~s can be drawn. Copies
of these documerts may be obtained of the
secretary of the Association, Miss Marion
Talbot, 66 Marlborough St., Boston, Mass.

Even this preliminary circular mentions
facts enough to arrest attention. ** It is the
testimony of mauy educators that the school
is a hospital for twe or three weeks aficr the
holidays "—thus showing that vacation,
which should be a source of health, 15 often
utterly misused. In a New York academy,
a class of sixty girls, between twelve and
cighteen, were asked by a visitor what time
they went 10 bed the night before, The
average was found to be twenty minutes be-
fore midnight, and yet neither teachers nor
pupils seemed astonished. Again, out of
ninety girls questioned one morning: in a
public school, twelve had eaten no breakfast.
Of these, only six had brought luncheon ;
and these had cake and pie. One mother
explained that her daughter enjoyed her
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morning nap,and thought that a good strong
cup of tea braced her up sufficiently for
schoo! Such facts show the real source of
much nervousness and ill-health that are
conveniently attributed tothe lessons learned.
‘They also prove the need of scientific inves-
tigation, and the possible influence of sensible
women in the supervision of our schools.—
7. W. Higginson, in Harpers Bazar.

— — &

THE OUTLOOK FQR THE BOY.
THE OPTIMISTIC VIEW OF HIS OPPORTUNI-
TIES TO-DAY.

(From the Shoe and Leather Reporter,Dec.23.)

Tuisis a good age to be born inj; the
infant of to-day whose life is prolonged to the
allotted term will see more wonders than any
of his predecessors have seen, and if the
world continues 10 progress as fast as it has
been progressing during the past 70 years the
opportunities will lic before him of a fortu-
nate carcer. He wiil be in a larger sphere
and under greater responsibilities, but the
more that is required of him the stronger
will be his power of achievement. Men
always rise to the occasion. If any work is
to be accomplished, somebody :s sure to
come forward and take it in hand. No mat-
ter how arduous the undertaking if it is
within the scope of human prowess its com-
pletion will not be suffered to fail. It may
be hindered, thwarted, misdirected, bu? in
the end it will be successful. Rivalry 1s the
powerful motor by which great enterprises
are impelled, and the zeal with which men
are competing with others for the foremaost
places in the domain =f industry and of art
makes the contest for superiority intensely
exciting. Everybody wants to be in it; to
stay out is to be lost sight of. And so year
by year multitudes of new aspirants are enter-
ing the lists; the sirife for position s
increasing, and the results of the honourable
cemulation are exceedingly beneficial.

THE PESSIMISTIC VIEW,
(From the Christian Union, Dec. 23.)

Taking all in all, the lot of a boy thrown
entirely upon his own resources in this city
[New York] is little less than hopeless.
Even if permitted to live at home, the boy
who is forced to go upon the streets or into
the factories before he has strength or edu-
cation to do good work is probably doomed
to remain an unskilled workman all his life.
Every year manufacturing is carried on upon
a larger and larger scale, and the division of
labour is becoming greater and greater. As
a result of this not only does the gulf between
capitalist and labourer widen, but there wid-
ens with it a gulf between skilled labour and
unskilled. The boy who goes into the fac-
tory wnd does not learn ¢he business, cannot
lay up capital. The time was when the boy
who went in at the bottom could come out
at the top. 1s this possible in New York
city to-day ?
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Methods and [llustratwns

,.\’LI\’C/\ES IN ENGLISH.

* COMBINE the clements in each number so
as to form a single sevtence ;~—

t. My quarters were in the town, Jv was
an open quadrangular space. It was about
eighty yards square. It was enclosed upon
all sides. The exception was that it had a
narrow entrance to the main street,

2, There was a poor little house of refresh-
ment. [t stood beside our spreading haw.
A withered old woman came out «of it.  She
¢ ~freshed us with clear spring water.  She
relreshed our ;uides and friends with some
bitter berries of the mountain. Our guides
and friends admitted these were unpleasant
to the taste. They said they were very good
for the blood.

3. Ao old white-headed Arab came to me.
He was of my caravan. He came at this
moment.  He knelt down. He stroked my
head. He used his dirty hands. Heimplored
pardon for the offenders.

4. It was carly in the morning. All the
dogs of the viliage were collected together. A
number of hunters came. They were from
other wvillages. They had brought their
dogs.

5. The paluver was settled. This was to
the great joy of everybody. 1 must leave to
huent with the dogs. The people said this,
Antelopes had been seen. They had been
seen on the neighbouring plantations.

6. The party was ieady. We set out for
a plamation. This was not far from a river
or creek. It ran near the village. Antelopes
were quite plentiful there.

7. 1 came soon to a cluster of these mush-
room-hived buildings. 1 felled one of these
structures. 1 gave one blow of the axe, [
found that the base of the pillar rested only
slightly on the ground. It left a circular
hollow foundation. In the middle is a bail
of earth. This ball isfull of cells. 1t enters
the centre of the base of the pillar. These
lower cells are eagerly defended by a multi.
tude of the soldier class ar ants. 1 supposed at
first these ants to be moles.  All were striv-
ing to bite the intruder with their pincer-
hike jaws,

8. She took from the counter all his dinner.
This was composed of soup, potatoes, meat,
and pudding. She piled it up dexterously
in her two hands. Snc set it before him,
She wook bis ticket.

9. 1 thought of my past work. I went all
alone into the forest. 1 was tired of the
notse of the people. 1 wanted to reflect seri-
ously upon tny luture movements.

1o. They were bent upon vengeance.
They leaped on board their rans. They
tracked the alligator. 1t sumeumes came
up to breathe. It was then mangling its

[ kind of clay.
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victim’s remains. They killed it.
gave loud shouts of exultation.

11. I recognized my old friend speak. He
was about a hundred yards distant from me.
I took off my cap. 1 gave a welcome “hurrab.”
I ran towards him. My heart was beating
with joy.

12. We dined on the river-bank. It was
a little before surset. The mosquitoes be-
gan to persecute us.  We crossed the river.
We went to a sand bank. The sand bank
was about three miles distant. Here we
stretched ourselves around a large fire.  We
beguiled the time with conversation.

13. This good sportsman was a Prussian
nobleman. He was accompanied by two
European attendants. They amused them.
selves in various ways. ‘They collected ob-
jects of natwral history. They shot wild
geese and antelopet in the ncighbourhood.

14. The grave had been well cared for.
The kind hands of missionaries had cared
for it. It was protected by thorn bushes.
These were laid around it.  The mission has
now fallen into unholy hands. 1 fear it will
be neglected.

15. They drive a lance into a vein in the
neck of the animal.  They bleed the animal
copiously. This operation is repeated about
once a month.

16. The natives have a violent poison, It
is the produce of the root of a tree. The
root yiclds a resin. The resin is smeared
upon the head of the arrow.

17. The pigment is made of a peculiar
The clay is rich in oxide of
iron. The people burn the oxide. They
reduce it to powder. They form it into
lumps. The lumps are like pieces of soap. |

A. M. B,

CHILDRENS FIRST YEAR'S WORKA.

IMAGINE before us a class of little people
just entering upon a new experience,—their
first year of school. The first day finds
before us a class of tweniy new pupils, all
on the alert tosee every movement of teacher
and pupils. Now what shall we do? The
first thing after forming our class is to get
acquainted with the children, and we know
of no better way to accomplish this than to
hold a Intle **sociable”; talk ireely with
the children, and get them to do the same
with you, Have the children feel at once
that this is home to them,

Right here is also a good chance to intro-
duce your name, il you do nat want to be
called **teacher” during your stay with them.
We make this emphatic, for we find this
error so prevaleat in many of vur schools.
At the beginning of the year, while talking
with our class, we ask how many knew our
pame. A number ol hands rais.d. We
called on several to tell us, The majori.y
thought it Teacher,; some did not know.
Perseverance obviated this dificulty, and

They |

[Number 109,

“teacher” has become almost unknown in
our schoolroom.

One recitation hour has ciosed. We send
the class to their seats, giving them some
busy work which we have previously pre-
pared. In the afternoon we have another
social talk in the form of language-work ; for
example, ** Nonie, what did you see on your
way to school?"” What a benefit to us,
as teachers, if we could all feel as Supt.
Raab once said, that education means ‘“to
lose time, not to gain it.”

A day of the new experience passed. The
little ones, upon reaching home, are interro-
gated as to how much they have learned to
read and write. Because of the fact that
the children can do neither, we are set down
in the minds of a few as not being compet.
ent to fill our place. However, we are not
discouraged, for something has been gained
for us that is worth more than the reading
aad writing, We will thus piod on, keeping
in mind the thought that **true growth is

* slow growth.”

The second day finds us entering more
upon the realities of the schoolroom, We
must start with a foundution well grounded.
Let us note a few points in this foundation,
First, we must gain attention; second do
something; third, have class tell what was
done ; fourth, have class do the same ; fifth,
give name to what was done; sixth, class
repeat name ; seventh, practice and correc-
tions.

The first recitation hour finds each mem-
ber of the class supplied with a primer which
the thoughtful parents have provided. Must
we use these U~oks? We say no.. A book
is not the first thing to be put into the child’s
hands. What the children need is a pre-
paratory drill which will teach them to see,
to Acar, and to speak properly.

We must be supplied with numerous
objects and pictures to correspond, 0 as to
teach the children to distinguish beiween
object and picture. After presentiug the
written word, a good deal of time must be
spent in the study of it, as to the number o
letters composing it, and the sounds of the
letters. Action-words, corresponding to the
name-words, should be given very soon.
The slates should be ruled immediately, and
words written on the board should be on
ruled lines corresponding to those on the
slates.

After a fair list of names and action-words
can be recognized quickly, we would present
tl:e chart. The first half of the year should
find the children started in the First Reader,
and by the closc of the year it should be
nearly completed, if not quite. They should
not only be able to read in the Reader, but
should be able to do some sight-reading
from other First Readers and from litle
papers, such as ‘“Vale's Easy Lines.” It
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must be understood that the children can
now write anything that they can rcad.
Too much stress cannot be put upun the
use of capitals and punciuation marks. The
singular and plural forms of nouns, and the
apostrophe, should have a due amcunmt of
attertion.

For language-lcssons, objects with which
children are already familiar {furnish abund-
ant materials, Provide objects which will
excite the interest of the class. Keep the
object from sight until time to use it. Two
or three talks on famuliar objects may be fol-
lowed by picture lessons on domestic auni-
mals, or a lesson or two on sounds made by
different animals. We have found lessons
in colour, on the human body, and also on
leavesof different trees, to be veryinteresting.

In number-work great caution is needed
not to advance too rapidly. For the first
three or four months deal entirely with num-
ber until the children are thoroughly im-
mersed n it.  1f this work is well done, the
introduction of figures will be much more
rapid. In introducing figures, insist, as far
as you can, upon the making of good ones.

If we are able to teach all about number
and figure through ten, we think we have
accomplished a good year's work. A vast
amount of practice is needed to secure cor-
rect and rapid work,

It is difficult to conceive of any human
occupation in which a knowledge of drawing
would not be beneficial. As a study it discip-
lines the mind ; it leads the child to observe
objects niore closely, as to their size and
shape ; it also creates a love for the beauti-
ful,

A love for drawing is a marked character-
istic of almest every child. How often wve
see children spending their ime with slate
and pencil, and taking great delight in their
rude pictures. While this is true, ought it
not to be an incentive for the teacher to try
10 develop in her pupils a love for something
better ?

Should drawing be taught in the first yeat's
work? Without doubt it should. Just how
far this subject can be carried depends
largely on the size of the school and the
facilities fur work. The children should be
taught, at least, in form, such as the making
of pictures from bits of coloured cardboard
or coloured sticks. Clay-moulding is one of
the most excellent means by which the idea
of form can be developed in the child.

The children should be taught to use pencil
and crayon readily. In all lessons where
pictures occur the children should be encour-
aged to try to draw from them. To quite
an extent drawing from objects can be
¢arried out, also simple dictation exercises.

We have now tried to give a general out-
line for the first year's work. This cannot
be accomplished without great diligence on

the part of the teacher. It must be *line
upon line, precept upon precept; herc a
little and there a Wtle” - fsabella L. Grant,
in The American Teacher, '

- s e e .

GENERAL LESSONS ON COMMON
OLJECTS.

IN a previous article it was held that
general lessons are not upbn subjects dis-
tinct from the common branches ; but that
they were involved in the regular studies,
and were, therefore, supplementary to them.

At this time it is the intenticn to speak of
that kind of general lesson wi.ich has for its
subject 4 common object.

‘The chief aim of these lessons is fo cwlts.
vale in the child the labit of accurate observa-
tion. The importance of this habit, while
admitted by almost all theoreucally, is in
many cases, practically not admitted. Accu-
racy in observation is the only sure basis for
accuracy in the higher processes of thought,
Of all the errors that arise in the affairs of
life, the great majority arise from want of
care and exactaess in observing things that
are quite noticeable.

An indirect aim of these lessons 1s a tran-
ing to accuracy of expre .on bath ia lan.
guage and drawing , for the tongue and the
hand will both feel Lhe influence of accuracy
in thought. Everett says in his Scicnce of
Thought that & is the natwure of though! to
express ttself. ltis, consequently, the nature
of accurate thought to express itself accu-
rately. These lec.ins on common objects
should excite a spirit of inguiry and expen-
ment, and an iatelligent interest wn the
production of the object, as well as a sympa-
thy, with the workers who produced it, or
work with it. These iessons also form the
true basis 10 the more systematic lessons on
science ; or if no systematic work is to be
given on science, lessons on common objects
constitute a very good substitute.

The mistakes of the incxperienced teacher
in these lessons are, usually :—

1. An attempt to do too much in one
lesson.

2. Too much of an effort to secure certain
forraal expressions, as, ‘“Glass is hard,
brittle, and transparent ” The great aim of
the lesson seems to be tolead tae children to
utter the sentence, and the effort is made in
disregard of the thought expressed by
Evereit,—tbat, ** thought tends 10 express
#self.,” If this is true,when the children are

- unable to give any desired expression, the

attention should be turned more strongly to
the thought, This having been made clear,
the expreasion, to a large degree, takes care
of itself. .

3. Too much attention to unimportant
qualitics, to the ccmparative neglect of
essential qualities.

4. The selection of objects of which but
few specimens can be obtained. 1t is desir.

able that each child should be supplied with
a specimen, or that the object should be
large cnough to be seen by every member of
the class, in order thes each pupil may
examine and discriminate for himself,

In a lesson on ceal the apparatus would
be, enough picces of coal (partly wrapped in
paper to allow of handling) to supply each
member of the class.

The first step would be to lead the children
to discover those qualities that may be
obtained through sigds. This would give
points concerning its colour and the various
forms in which it is tound. By direct -
spection its colour—é/uck—could be ob-
tained, and indirectly (by comparison with
slate and coke), that it 1s usually shusing.
By comparison with cube, cylinder, and
other repular forms the thought could be
awakened that coal is frreewlar in form.
This would, in addition to the training and
the ideas gained, add to the child’s vocabu-
lary the words &luck, shining, and irregular.

The next step would be to test the object
by the sense of fouck and the muscular
sense. Through these would come to the mind
ideas of its smaoothness, hardness and drittle-
ness.  With these 1deas in nund the pupils
could be led to clasily other objects in re-
spect to these qualities,

As a third step, ceniain qualities could be
obtained through experiment, or by having
them recall their eapericnce as to how nt
burns when first put upon the fire, and how
it buras after a little time has elapsed. In
this way the distinction between the 1deas
expressed by snflammable and combustible,
would be made clear, and they could deter-
mine whether coal is both. An exercise
could then be taken in classifying such
things as paper, gas, oil, coke, wood, by these
ideas,

An object-lesson on coal is the basis to a
series of oral language-lessons on the manu-
facture of coke and gas; use of coal ; for-
mation of coal; a coal mine; che equip-
ments of the miner ; the mines of his own
neigbourhood; combustion, etc.—-Judiana
School Journal.

SHORI STORIES FOR REPRODUC-
TION,
NOTED PEOPLE IN DISGUISE.

(Tuest sketches may be read and the
members of the school allowed to guess the
characters pcrsonated.) Afterwards the
story should be reproduced in writing.

1.

My [ather was  king, and very soon after
I was born, 1 was declared the heir of Ius
throne, though I was a girl and had an older
sister.  But my fortune changed when 1 was
three years old ; my father had my mother
put todeath,and a younger brother was made
heir to the throne. 1 was given a good
. (Continued on page 9od.)
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UNIVERSITY FEDERATION.
Wi publish this week a letter fom Mr.

R. W. Shannon, of Kingston, in which !
objections are taken to the position laid |

down in our cditorial reference to the
¢ 1estion of University Consolidation in
our issue of January Gth. We would
desire to refer to Mr. Shannon's position
in general without going through all his
statements—a course quite unnecessary, at
any rate, to an understanding of our view
upon the subject in the aspect which it at
present assumes.

Our opinion is not founded upon any
principle of ** centralization,” but rather
upon the conviction that the question of
University government in this Province
ought to be dealt with apart from 4ny con-
siderations of particular local interests of
any kind. We think that the great ques.
tion our Government and Legistature have
to consider is, Are we to have in the
Province of Ontario a university which
will afford our young men an education
such as now too often they think it neces.
sary to seek abroad? And we think it

the duty of the Province, through its '

legislators, to see that such a university is
maintained, if possible. The practical
question, then, resolves itself into this:
How is the attainment ind maintenance
of such a university possible?

We repeat that the scheme most in ac-
cord with public opinion has long been
that of a strong union of our various edu-
cational forces, such as was some years ago
proposed, and in the first negotiations for
the accomplishment of which we under-
stand Queen's was represented. At that
time the position of Queen's upon ‘the
<Juestion was #of known ; and it was some
time before her representatives withdrew
from the conference and adopted the
position now maintained by them. Vic-
toria still adhered to the scheme, and is
now practically part of a confederation
scheme to which Government sanction
only is yetrequired. Queen’srecognizesthis
as a strony confederated institution, but
claims that in any scheme of material
Government support, she ought not to be
ignored.

The University of ‘Toronto was estab-
lished as a State institution, and at the
ume of its establishment its endowment
and equipment were cqual to its needs.
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! It has outgrown its then condition, and
, has outgrown its endowment.  If it is not
{ furnished with the assistance necessary to
» the satisfactory  accomplishment of its
work under the altered circumstances, the
i objects of its foundation will not be
achieved. 1t is now strengthened by a
union with at. mstitution which was not
formerly recognized as having a claim to
State recognition; and it has thus also
strengthened its own position as a State
institution, entitled to State support.

Our reason for maintaining that the dirst
duty of our Government is to provide
the Provincial University with an endow-
ment commensurate with the university
needs of the Province, is that we think its
first duty is to consider whether such a
university is not a necessity > We do not
believe that Ontario can at present ain-
tain two first-class universities. If it
could, we should be glad to see Queen's
the other.  If it cannot, surely the Pro-
vincial University has a prior claim. We
wish no injustice to Queen’s; we only
desire justice to Provincial education.

Supporters of Queen's are fond of citing
Scotland as a precedent. The parallel is
"a false one.  Scotland’s lack of population
was compensated for by a superiority in
"wealth.  And it is not so much population
as weaith that is necessary in the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a university
system.

If we wished to attack Mr. Shannon’s
statements, in particularity, we mipin take
issue with him upon tiie genera! standing
of Quecn’s, not in the value of its work,
but in its character as a denominational
institution. I'he exponents of the claims
of Queen’s have told us repeatediy that
it 1s not denominational.  Either it is, or
itis not. Ifitis not, we venture to say
that nwch, if not most, of the money ob.
tained towards its endowment has been
obtained under false pretences, We know
that in many parts of the Province the
funds collected in past years from the
Presbyterians who have so largely and
generously contributed, have been given
on the representation and understanding
that the contribution was for the benefit of
a Presbytenan institution ; and the mem-
bers of that church, particularly in the
west, where no local interests govern, are
surprised 10 know that it is now maintain-
ed that such was not, and is not, the casc.

But our view 1s a broader one than any
such as this. However valuable the work
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of Queen's may be, denominational or
otherwise, unless the Province can afford
two first-class universities, it ought to he
at least seen to that onc is provided if
possible.  West.ll think that our position
was a sound one, as it was implied in the
tvo questions contained in the editorial to
which Mr. Shannon refeis. *“ Can On-
tatio support more than one first-class
university 2 If not, is it not the duty of
the Province to see that one is propesly
equipped 2"

In the speech (rom the throne delivered
at the opening of the present session of
the new Provincial Parliament, the fol-
lowing significant paragraph appears: —

* For several years there has been much
discussion as to the best mcans of pro-
moting the higher education of the people,
particularly in the department occupied
by the universities of the Province; and
it is gratifying to observe, that, notwith-
standing some differences of opinion as to
the methods of attaining this end, there is
no such difference as to the duty of plac-
ing within the reach of every citizen, who
may wish to avail himself of 1ts.acilities, a
course of university education equal to
that furnished by the best universities of
Europe or the United States, A bill hav-
ing this object in view will be laid before
you.”

‘This seems to promise that the whole
question of university education in this
Province is at last to receive due attenuion
at the hands of those who have :z