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HELPFUL BQOKS - “"““

" .. On the Study of the....

Sunday School l:cssons for 1899
ST HALF OF YEAR

the Study of the The Cambridge lllme for Schools, The Gospel
Lyman Hurlbut wcording to St, Jol, with Maps, Notes, and Intrd

Hlustrative Notes. A l.m:l.&

Sunday-school Lessons By Besse

and Robert R. Doherty, Cidth, #1.25 duction. By Rev y« Plummer, M.A, DD, Cloth,
P 1,50,
Poloubet's select Notes, nductive, Suggestive,
Explanatory, Ilustrative, é.-‘u-‘m..: and Practical Gonpel of 81, gohn, By Thos. F. Lockyer, B.A
y MK
Cloth, $1.25 i Cloth, ¥
3
3 4 )l of S John, By Marcus Dods,  The 3
Monday Club Sermons, Series of Sermons on the pel ¢ g . - . ey e " d
! sitor s Bible¥ Clotn, net, $1 10,
8. 8. Lessons for 1890, by @hinent preachers. Cloth
#1.25, ‘ The Life of .lrm; Christ, By James Stalker, D.D,
y Cloth, 6ix
Golden Text Booklets S, S, Lessons and  Daily If oy
Bible Readings, with Gojen Texts and Bible Facts, E Life of l‘llr‘l By Frederick W, Farrar, DD,
Each 3¢, ; per doz., 35 F.R.S. ( l--!h.'lu-
Berean Le n Booksg¥ No. 1. Beginners, No, 2, Jesus Christ, ll& Divine Man, His Life and Times,
Intermediate, No, 3. he Senior,  Each 20 By Rev. J ;? Valiings, M.A. Men of the Bible
Cloth, 7hc
Berean Leaf Cluster. #large Pictures, 24x34 in. in i ’

size, printed in e lden texts printed in Jesus the Hl--rul His Life and Times. By Alfred
00 per quarter, £4,00 Edersheim, # Oxon.,, D.D., PhD. In two

per volumes, 1“1!1. net, $2,00,

large letters,  Forme
per year, Now deli
£3.00,

red, per quarter,
)

r,
History In Relation to the
y Alfred Edersheim, M.A., Oxbn,, D.D.,

h, $1.75.

on Luke and John. Intended for
By D. D. Whedon, D.D. Cloth, 1,50,

Large Colored Pictures, illus-
. Lessons,  Similar to

Leaf Cluster, b printed in four colors, £1,00

per quarter, 8

A Harmony o
Jesus in the words<
hy W. H. Withrow
vised Version of th

Gospels.  Being
e Four Evangelists,
. FRS.C. From the Re

New Testament, Cloth, 5,

John. ThefPeople’s Bible. By Joseph Parker, D.D.

Cloth, %1

al Hlustrator, Three volumes, Each, $1.50.
Thirty » Pulpit Commentary, Two volumes. Each
W. W. White, Ph.[

by John, By Prof

Chart of Christ's
E. Arnold, A. M

Prepared by C, he Gospel According to Nt, John.

J. Cynddylan Jones, Cloth, $1.25

WE PAY POSTAGE
las, = Wesley Buildings, . TOIIOIITO, ONT,

SOOTHING SYRUP

Dr. HAYES CIIM lo
Bul N.
has been used for children while teething. It soothes

THE LEADING o ,YOUNG | the child, softens the gums, allays all pain, cures wind
ALMA CC‘ONLAL?GA!N e WOPMEN | colic, regulates the stomach’ and ybowela?nn& is the best

WILLIAM

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW'S

remedy for diarrhma, Twenty-five cents a bottle, Sold
Address : Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ontarlo by all druggists throughout t.h’; world,

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in thia Magasine, you will oblige
puolisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating thaé you saw the adw riisemens in THE SUNDAY SOI'MB M o )
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New Yeéar's Thoughts.
BY Amﬂklﬂ'.

Let us walkantly, friend;

-

For strange paghs lie before us, all un-
trod;
The New Year“spotleﬂs from the hand of

God,
Is thine antﬁmlne, O friend !

traightly, friend:
ked paths behind us now,
steadier purpose on our

brow,
To better dpeds, O friend !
Let us walk gladly, friend;
Perchance s@me greater good than we

have
Is waiting fd¥ us, or some fair hope flown
Shall yet geturn, O friend !

Let us walk humbly, friend;
Slight not§ the heart’s-ease blooming

own

The laurel Blossoms are not half so sweet
Or lightl® gathered, friend !
Let us Ik kindly, friend;
We cannctgtell how leng this life shall
last,
How soon Rhese precious years be over-

1k quickly, friend;

our might while lasts our
stay,

And help §ome halting comrade on the
way;

.And may§God guide us, friend !

“‘Corner Stones of Baith.” By Rev. Charles
H. Small, B.D.§M.A. Introduction by

& Henry Barrows, D.D.,
8d. 8vo. 470 pages. New
t . reat & Co. Toronto:
William Briggs Price, $2.00.
This is a book of unique interest and value.
It gives a condensled history of the Christian
churches, and eveh of some religious organiza-
tious which canfhardly be called Christian.
These sketches Bre presented with candor
and fairness, represegtative of each of
the leading de: minatim'givqa an account
of the reasons why he belongs to that
i & This secures the best pos-
by men of light and leading
afistics of the several churches.

ev. Dr. W. R. Huntington writes on
*Why Iam an Episcopalian,” and Dr, Edward
McGlynn tellfwhy he is a Catholic, and Dr.
T. L. Cuayler @rites on the reasons why he is

a Presbyteriafl. Rev. J. G. Butler writes on
why he is a Butheran, and President Ray-
mond, fratersgal delegate to our late General
Conference, tglls ** Why We are Methodists.”
The volume s handsomely illustrated with
200 cuts of historic buildings, portraits, ete.
The movemdnts toward Church unity are
described. ¥'he book is not only interesting
and instructive, but valuable for reference,

e engravings it would be im-
d énin elsewhere. Methodism is

The prodigal had to come to himself be-
fore he cofild come to his father.
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OUR PERIODICALS.

the mcst entertaining

The Wesleyan, Halifax, wi
—lczo‘:)ll Banner, mf thly
Onward, 8pp. 4to, weekly
6 copies and uy: rd
Pleasant Hours, 4pp. 4to,
Less than 20 copies
Over 20 copies. ... 3
BSunbeam, fortni huy.‘ﬁ
10 copies and upwards
Happy Days, fortnightly,
10 copies and upwa
Dew Drops, weekly, ....4.
Per quarter .....
Berean Senior Quarterlyy
Berean Leaves, 100 copigs per month '
Berean Intermediate Quarterly, 100 copies per
qullrlell' .................
Quarterly Review
adozen ; §2 per 18
dozen ; per 100.
THe Asove PRices INCLUDE PosTAGE
\VIIJ,J AM BRIGGS,
Methodist Bool and Publishing House,
PRRS: 8. F. Hugsms,
Meth, Book Room,
Halifax, N.8.
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. se. By the year, 24 cents
b

Per quarter, 0 cents & 5

C. W. Coares,
£176 St. Catherine St., ’
Montreal, Que. ]

Sundap iclwol Banner,
W. H. WITHtow. D.D., EDITOR.

JANUARY, 1899,

Threshold.

We stand agaih on the threshold of a
new year. Naw, if ever, should we
pause and rendér hearty thanks to the
giver of every gpod and perfect gift for
the mercies of the past and supplicate
his guidance for the future.

« Here we rais§our Ebenezer ;

help we've come ;
thy good plenure,
at home,"

The close of year should also be a
time of heart seafching and inquiry. A
student at North-
rescued over a score
wreck on {he stormy
coast of Lake higan. Bat he could
not rescue all. s he lay battered and
bruised after his $upreme effort, he said
eagerly to his comrades, who were nurs-
ing him back toqme, “Did I do all I
could 7 The papr fellow had wrecked
his own health afid has been an invalid

ever since. But he could not be satis-
fied unless he theught he had done all

|
that was possiblé. Let us ask ourselves the
question as we ook back over the weeks
and months of the past, * Have we done
what we could}?” Have we been in-
stant In seafon and out of season ?
Have we watched and toiled and prayed
as we will wish that we had when lite's
warfare is endéd ?—
“ le and grief are
v\‘:}l‘fn": ht:l ;ls;t? i:‘l‘ld won:li:o on.".“ -

At the same time we should look not
mournfully into the past, but hopefully
to the future. If we have wasted our
t'me, let us waste it no longer. If we
wave made mistakes, let us profit by
hem. If wel have had failwres, let us
vesolve by Gofi's help to succeed in the

future.  God/ gives us another oppor-
tunity. Thebook of the new year lies
before us, its pages white as the snow

upon the flelds around us. Let us keep
them unsulligd and unstained, and write
thereon deedd of high emprise. of noble
consecration, fof earnest work—deeds that
need not be fepented of.

The coming yvear will be for some who
read these pages the last opportunity of
their lives. ! Concerning some of us the
word may be spoken, Set thy house in
order, for this year shalt thou die. What
an incentive to increased diligence, to
renewed copsecration. No ground is
there here ;for melancholy or regret.
The soldier foes not SOrrow at the vic-
tory which ghall soon be won, nor the
sailor that lte shall soon reach the haven
where he fain would be. ~While the
sentry may, not forsake his post, but
must stand pn guard through the weary
hours, he is{ nevertheless, glad when the
relief come‘.

We were}’ profoundly impressed with
at the funeral service ci the

late Rev. J. Barkwell, from which we
have just| returned. Our departed
brother was smitten down in midlife,
when yearg of usefulness might have
been anticipated. The broken column
is the symhol of his broken life, but the
crown which lay upon his casket was the
symbol of p life rounded and complete.

Young thoygh he was, he had faithfully
laboured fof years, the subject of intense
physical spffering. As his comrades
laid their 4rlbutes of love upon his bier,
the wordsl of Mrs. Browning seemed
strikingly Ipproprlate:

“ With quiet sainess and no gloom I learn to think upon

at is gratitude to God whose heaven hath

him,—
With meekn

won him|
Nor ever shall
Named softly

hath tal

be, in praise, by wise or good forsaken
the household name of one whom God

el i iom

!
%
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The beginning of the new year should
fill us with a holy joy at the prospect of
another season of life and love and ser-
vice in the cause of God and man. Let
it be the grandest year that ever we
have known. The filelds wave white
unto the harvest on every side. Let us
thrust in the sickle and reap, and re-
joice before the Lord with the joy of the
harvest. 4

The late Sir/Arthur Blackwood was one
of the most hilarious Christians of whom
we have ever read. On his successive
birthdays and anniversaries he used to
write, * Hurrah ! another milestone past!
On the home: stretch.” Let us thank
God who croywneth the year with his
goodness, wha' maketh the outgoings of
the morning and of the evening to re-
joice, who ren@weth the face of the earth,
who gives us the glad and beautiful
changes of the passing months and
years, who fill§ our hemes with joy and
love and happiness. These are but
types and symbols of the fadeless glories
of God's endless years, of the undying
love and gladness of the Father's house

on high. -

A Sunday-school superintendent found

Withrow’s * Harmony of the Gospels”
so useful that he purchased one hundred
and iifty copies for his serior scholars.
Write to Rev. Dr. Withrow, Methodist

Publishing Houge. Toronto, for special

rates, 7

Methodist Magazine for December,

This Magazine closes its forty-eighth
volume with a vigorous number. Among
the admirably fllustrated articles are,
“Corea and her Neighbours,” by the
Rev. J. C. Seymour; “Snapshots from
Jamaica,” and * Among the Gypsies.”
“The Temper of a Saint; or, the Wit
and Humour of {John Wesley,” by Rev.
W. H. Adams; (“ George Fox and the
Quakers,” by f. Paisley; “Is the
World Growing Worse ?” by Dr. Dewart;
‘“ Some Curious Behaviours of Atoms,” by
Bishop Warren, gnd “ An Indian Martin
Luther,” by Rev, Arthur Browning, are

en and interesting ar-

are sketches of Irish
Mission Work,” “A
0, and other stories,
gns very severely the
eneral Longley’s new
“The Decadence of
editorially discussed.
s of the World’s Pro-
ught, Popular Science,
ligious Intelligence, are
The announcement of
ine for 1899 is the best
ubscribers will receive
December numbers for
the time to subscribe.
m Briggs. Montreal :
alifax : 8. F. Huestis.

Book Reviews,
well maintained.
this popular Mag
yet made. New
the November an
1898 free. Now
Toronto :
C. W. Coates

$2.00 a year; '31.0 for six months.

— *

orm"m SERVICE.
L Smexce. 1
L1 ResroNsive SENTENGES [ Psalm 96, 7-13.)
i
Svpr.  Give unt@ the Loro, O ye kindreds of the
sgive unto the Lokp glory and
Scuoow, the Lorp the glory due unto
: bring an offering, and come
urts.
the Lorp in the beauty of
(
. Fear beforg him, all the earth.

Say nmon! the heathen that the Lowrp
i h% the world also shall be estab-
lished t
He shall j
Let the h
be glad. &
Before the
cometh
Surr.  He shall jn
ness, and

it shall not be moved :
the people righteously.
ns rejoice, and let the earth

RD : for he cometh, for he
udge the earth :
the world with righteous-

o people with his truth,
. BINGING, ]

; Order of Services.—First Quarter;

IV, Tux TeN COMMANDMENTY OR TUE ArosTLES' CREED,

V. Praver, followed by
VI. SiNaixa,

e Lord's Prayer in concert,

LESSON SERVICE.
I. Crass Stupy or THE BESsON,
11, SiNeixa Lessox Hyw;

L Reciramion or Tie Tifhe, GoLpey TEX™, AND OUTLINE
by the school in ofincert.

IV, REVIEW AND ApPLicAY bn OF THE LrssoL. hy Pastor or
Superintendent.

V. SuppLEMENTAL Lessony. (Special lesson in the Church
Catechism may hege be introduced. ]
VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS v of the Church service and

the Epworth l:eq jue and week-evening prayer
meetings.]

CLOSING SERVICE.

1. SiNaiNa,
IL. RespoNsive Sextexces, (1 John 1. 7,)
Suer.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the

light, we have fellowship one with
another.

ScrHooL. And the
clearset]

of Jesus Christ nis Som
from all sin,
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INTERNATIONAL
FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES

LESSON I.

GOLDEN TEXT.
AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Study John 1. 1-34; 8, 12-18, and 12, 44-50.]
John 1. 1-14. [Commit to wemory verses 9-12.)

1 Inthe beginning was tiie Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God,

3 All things were made by him ; and without
him was not anything made that was made,

4 In him was life ; and the life was the light of
men,

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the
darkness comprehended it not,

There was & man sent from God, whose name
was John,

7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness
of the Light, that all smen through him might be-
lieve,

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear
witness of that Light.

9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world was
made by him, and the W(H‘lti knew him not.

11 Hecame unto his own, and his own received
him not.

12 But as many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name :

13 Which were born, not of blond, nor of the |
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of |

God,

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glor; as
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace
and truth,

Introductory Statement,—The gospel of
John was written about 90 A. D., in the second
or third generation of the Christian Church. It
was not, iike the other gospels, written largely
for the benefit of inquiring heathen, but rather
for the “ new type of humanity which had been
developed by the Gospel,” men and women
trained under Christianity, and able to compre-
hend divine truth, It is the profoundest work
ever penned by mortal man. Let it be our prayer
and endeavor through the first half of this year
to come into close fellowship with the Son of

God, whose words this evangelist repeats to us. |

Home Readings.
M. Christ the True Light. John 1. 1-14,
Tw. John’s witness. John 1, 15-24,
W. The 8on of God. John 1, 25-34.
Th. Life and Light. 1John 1.
Fr. Life by Christ. 1 John 5. 9-13,
&, Light of the World. John 8, 12-19,
8. Receive the Light! John 12, 85-46,

CHRIST THE TRUE LIGHT.

In him was life ; and the life was the light of men,

BIBLE LESSONS.
IN THE GOSPEL BY JOHN.

[Jan. 1.

John 1.4,
RevisED VERsION,
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God,
2 The same was in the beginning with God. All
3 things were made by him; and without him
was not anything made that hath been made,
4 In him was life ; and the life was the light of
5 men. And the light shineth in the darkness ;
6 and the darkness apprehended it not. There
came a man, sent from God, whose name was
7 John. The same came for witness, that he
might bear witness of the light, that all might
8 believe through him. He was not the light,
but came that he might bear witness of the
9 light. There was the true light, even the light
which lighteth every man, coming into the
10 world. He was in the world, and the world
was made by him, and the world knew him not,
11 He came unto his own, and they that were his
12 own received him not, But as many as re-
ceived him, to themegave he the right to be-
come the children of. God, even to them that
13 believe on his name : which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
| 14 will of man, but of God. And the Word be-
came flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld
his glory, glory as of the only begotten from
| the Father), full of grace and truth,

Lesspn Hymns,

|  No. 14, New Ca
| How sweet

ian Hymnal.

e name of Jesus sounds

nadian Hymnal,

God on high!
ven and earth reply.

nadian Hymnal,

g of my Redeemer,
is wondrous love to me.

! An
| QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
| 1. The Word of God, v. 1-5.

What does John say was “in the beginning ? "

With whom was the Word ?

What was the Word ? N
| Of what was he the maker ?

Of what is he the fountain ?

e

P

W
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Where does the Light of life shine ]
Do men receive it gladly ¥

2. The Man Sent from God, v, -8,
What was the name of the man whom God
to bear witness of the Light ¢
Was he believed to be
19. 1-6.

3. The Light of the World, v. 9-11,
Who was the true Light ¢
Is any man out of reach of salvation ?
How did the world regard the
he came ?
Who were “ his own »
How did they regard him »

4. The Sons of God, v, 12-14,
What did He give those that received him 9
What is it to receive Jesus ¢
How are these men said to have been born
Was Jesus really God »

the true Lighty Aci

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where does this lesson teach us that—
1. Moral darkness cannot comprehend the ligh
of God?
2. Men are responsible for their rejection of di
vine life ?

Joh
3. Our natures must be changed by the Spirit

of God ?

4. We cannot be saved without Christ’s inter-

cession ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE h¢avenly light,

SCHOLARS,

1. The Word of God, v. 1-5,
What three things are here
Word ¢
With whom did the Word at first dwell ®
What is said about his creative power ¥

What does Paul say was made by him¢ (ol,
1. 16

Where did the Light shine ?

What is the GoLpes Text o

How well was the Light understood ¢
2. The Man Sent from God, v. 6-8,

What messenger is here spoken of ¢

For what purpose was John sent ¥

What was he not 9

To whom was he to bear witness ¢

3. The Light of the World, v. 9-11,
Who is the true Light of the world ¢
On whom does the true Light shine ?

What three things does verse 10 say about the
Light ¢

To whom did the Light come
4. The Sons of God, v, 12-14, [
What blessing came to all who received him *

SUNDAY ScHooy, BANNER,

Son of God when

said about the

. |
and was rejected ¢ |

How were these hopn »
What glory was thereby revealed
What was the Word mude flesh filled with s

sent

Practical Teachings.
ts | Where in this lesson are we taught—
‘ 1. That Jesus was God »
| 2 That Jesus was a man »

l 3. The only way to the Father ¢
|
|

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,
| Who wrote the book of John ¥
loved disciple,
‘ What does he say was in the beginning »
f Whom does he mean by “The Word 3
| What more does he tell us about the Word ¢
What was made by the
How could Jesus mak
he was God,
What was in Jesus that gave life to men s

John, the be-

Word ¢ ““Allthings,”
¢ all things? Because

Life.

Where did the light of his life shine
darkness of this world,

Whom did God send to be a witness to Jesus #

t In the

ohn.

What John was this s John the Baptist,
What did he want people to do ¥

Were they willing to do it

|  What is there in every heart ¢

Some of the

Why was it given to us
see Jesus.,

What did God let him do?
among us,

So that we might

Come and live

’ THE LESSON CATECHISM,
‘ (For the entire school.,)

1. What name does the apostle give to the
| eternal Son of God? The Word.

2. What was the Word? The Word was
| God,

3. What did the Word become? The Word
| Was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
| 4. What came by

Jesus Christ ¥ Grace and
| truth,
« What is the Gorpey TexT?

[ 8 “In him
' was life,?? orc,

NEW CHURO CATEC

45. What are the mo;

ho New Testament
nfolded in the N,

the New
‘urselves, to our fam
+ the stat

¢, and to s

HISM,
articular duties unfolded
The more particular duties
stament are our duties to
¥, to the Church of Christ,
lety at large.
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THE LESSON OUTLINE.

Aspects of Christ.

[V. Tie LiGut o MEN,
That was the true Light.  v. 9

The Word was God. v. 1. 3
His name. ...the Word of God. Rev. 19. 13. The light of the world. John 8, 12,

The Word of Life; 1John 1. 1. To lighten the Gentiles, Luke 2. 32,
II. Tug CREATOR OF THE WORL V. Tuge 80N oF MAN.
All things were made by him. V. 3. The Word was made flesh, V. 14,
By whom....made the worlds. Heb. 1. 2, God was manifest in the flesh. 1 Tim. 3. 16,
By him....all things created. Col. 1. 16, The form of a servant. Phil. 2. 7,
III. Tue LiFe oF MEN. VI. Tue 8o~ oF Gop,
In him was life. v. 4. The only begotten Son. v. 18,
Brought life....to light. 2 Tim. 1. 10, My beloved Son, Matt. 8. 17.
Christ, who is our life. Col. 3. 4. His only begotten Son. John 3. 16.

1. Tue Worp oF Gop.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Our lessons for to-day and for twenty-two Sundays following are taken from the fourth gespel.
From the early years of Christianity this wonderful book has been dated near to the close of the
first century and attributed to the apostle John. 0f John's life after the Master ascended to heaven
we have only a few notes in the Acts and the epistles. Tradition tells us that he lived fully thirty
years after the destruction of Jerusalem, and that he resided for a long time in the city of Ephesus.
John’s gospel omits much that the other gospels tell, and records events and teachings of which we
have elsewhere no trace. Why Matthew, Mark, and Luke should have overlooked such astonishing
doings as the turning of water into wine, the healing at the pool of Bethesdg, and of the man born
blind, and especially the raising of Lazarus, we can no more than conjecture.* Stranger still is it
that such precious teachings as those on the Bread of Life, the Light of the World, and the Good
Shepherd, those addressed to Nicodemus and to the woman of Samaria, and the farewell counsels
and intercessory prayer given in John 14-17, should have been left for three fourths of a century with-
out record when other discourses were so carefully written down. Most notable of all is the unique
emphasis which John’s gospel places upon certain theological truths. It is generally believed that
it was written especially to protect the faith of Christendom from the errors of certain heretics who
denied that Christ was in any sense God, or that he had in any sense being before his human birth.
The wildest doctrines were taught at this time. With the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans
in A. D. 70 the Jewish hierarchy had sunk into feebleness and obscurity ; and the Jewish sects, so
powerful in the days of our Lord—Pharisees, Sadducees, and the rest—had disappeared. Amid
anarchical conditions of religious thought there arose teachers who tried to unite the doctrines of
Judaism with the doctrines of Christianity. These were felt to be the most dangerous [oes of the
truth as it is in Christ Jesus. An old tradition says that the bishops of the Asian Churches formally
requested the aged apostle to write a book that should be a stronghold of truth against these new
antagonists. And so John’s gospel is almost universally regarded as the latest written book of the
New Testament, It begins not with the cradle of Christ, but with the cradle of time, The evangelist’s
eyes, divinely touched, penetrate eternity, and he sees the eternal Word of God, by whom worlds
were shaped and swung into space, and by whom, long before man came, man’s salvation was
provided. This eternal Word he defines as eternal Light, which, coming into the world, lights
every man, God was revealed dimly in ancient days: his Word was measurably sounded forth in Mosa-
icism, and even in heathenism : but the clamors of sin kept most men from hearing and understand-
ing; but in the fullness of time, in the person of Jesus Christ, God was fully manifest. Here is the
divine Word as it never before had been uttered ; here is the eternal Light perfectly revealed.

*The usual conjecture is that so long as Christians were rsecuted hy the Jewish hierarchy and mobs, the
men who were the best evidences of the truth of the Gospel were in especial danger. The persecution con-
tinued, with a few breaks, till the first three gospels were written, and therefore many stories were repressed
iu behalf of the safety of the chief actors.

i
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Verse 1. In the beginning.
of this gospel are the same as the first words of
the Book of Genesis, the purpose

and the earth saves mankind from sin.  Was the

Word. (8ee John 17.5.) The word here trans-

lated ““Word” has the double meaning of

thought and speech.  Dr, Marvin R, Jincent Says

* Christ is related to God as the word is related to

the idea: the word being not merely a wame for

the idea, but the idea itself, expressed.” The rev-
erent men - antiquity, seeking to make plain to
ungodly 1 ighbors the nature of the divine Being,
gave to ' different descriptive titles or names,
as, nstance, £ (translated God), which
me ‘he Strong, and Adon (translated Lord),
which means The Controller, Among such titles
was Mimra, The Word, which learned Jews were
fond of using. 8o that John here uses a term
already familiar as a name or title of God., Now,
the word of a man is the expression of his
thought to others, the manifestation of his mind.
In broad and figurative usage a cathedral is the
word of an architect, and anational constitution
the word of a statesman, With something of this
broad sense John uses the term  The Word.” By
it he means us to understand * the going forth of
God to the human soul,” As John himself
sought to make us comprehend his meaning by
writing down the words we are now studying, so
God perpetually sought to make human beings
comprehend his counsel and his will, Dreams,
visions, miracles, Mosaic rituals, all methods by
which God uttered his thought, were God’s word.
But none of these adequately appealed to the
heart of humanity ; not till the only begotten Son
(which is in the bosom of the Father) declared
him were his character and nature
Was with God,.
Was God, Apparently identical with God,
This is a mystery, and efforts to explain it often
add to it,

2. The same was in the beginning with
God,
words, so that we may think of the Word as ex- |
isting from all eternity, with God, *““as light is
ever with the sun,”

3. ANl things were made by him. (Com- |
pare Col. 1, 16, 17.) Without him was not
anything made. False teachers had invented
wild notions of Existences which they called |
Aons, and of a Being whom they termed Demins- |
gus, to whom they assigned the origin of spiritual |
life. But John in this verse and the next inakes |
plain that the life of the universe was derived
from the eternal Word,

4. In him was life, Asin a great fountain,
‘“ As the Father hath life in himself, so hath he

The fivst words | gi

of the writer | merely
being to show that He who created the heavens | away the da

made plain, | evangelist, having

Apparently distinet from God, | of light as to blind our eyes, now relieves usg
Jhy turning for a moment toward the

|
The evangelist repeats himself in frerh“

VOL BANNER, 9
i et e
! n to the Son to have life in himself ” (John
| 5.26). The life was the light of men, Nt
the light which every morning chases
rkness of the night, but all intellec-
| tual, and especially all moral, light shining upon

the ronsciences of mankind, There is also a clear-
| shining moral vision—an inner power of seeing—
| which we call conscience ; and an inner Light
| as well, which we here learn is a direct emanation
| trom God, If, then, we have any apprehension
| of truth and light and purity, any powerover evil,
these blessings are all rays from the eternal Light,
which is essentially the same as the Life and the
Word.

5. The light shineth in darkness. As we

have seen under verse 1, this truth of God has
been shining through all the centuries, and there
have been in all the centuries, perhaps, a few who
recognized it. But most minds ¢ liked not to re-
tain God in their knowledge,” and so we read in
general terms, the darkness comprehended
it not. ““This is the condemnation, that light
is come into the world, and men love darkness
rather than light, because their deeds are evil,”
These words very evidently apply to the sodden
| Pagans who made gods out of their own bestial
‘pusslons; they applied equally to the learned
Jews who hid from the light behind their tradi-
tions and ceremonies ; and they apply to-day to
all who resist the conviction of conscience and
spiritual influences brought home to the mind
and heart.

6. There wasa man sent from God,whose
name was John. Older scholars, especially
those who have found delight in literature, should

‘ have their attention called tothe exquisite literary
| art with which this passage is introduced. Our
lifted us into such excess

shadows
where the forerunner of the incarnate Word
raises aloft his burning and shining light (that is
to say, his lamp), to show by the helpfulness of
its rays how much more helpful must be the
full shining of the Sun of the soul, the Saviour
dear,

7. Came for a witness. To bear testimony.,
Of the Light, And after having borne testi-
mony to that Light for months or years John
Baptist woke up with astonishment to find it
shining in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.
Throngh him. Through John the Baptist.
His evidence should have been sufficient. Our
Lord declared that there were none greater or
more faithful than he. The Jews should have
believed and sent his on to the r
parts of the earth ; but they * would not.”

8. He was not that Light. There were still
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in the evangelist’s day a few inclined to place  Christ who depends his hope of ln'u}'cﬂ on him,
John the Baptist on an equality with the S8aviour ; | His name, according to general oriental usage,
hence this emphatic declaration from one who  means himself.
had been the disciple of both. | 13. Which were born. (‘unli-nulnu the
9. That was the true Light, which light- | thought of the last verse. ** Born again,” as our
eth every man that cometh into the world. | Lord says to Nicodemus (John 3. 3-8). But this
Revised Version, margin : * The true light which | is not the natural birth of man, by which he can
lighteth every man was coming into the world.”” | only inherit the will of the flesl, natural pas-
10. He was in the world. The shades of | sions, but the new hilx;lh gi\'rcnlut ::“,d to them
meaning here require most scrupulous study. |that are made partakers of the diyine nature
It is best to understand this phrase to refer to the | (2 Pet. 1. 4). Blood should be * bloods,” point-
presence of the Word in the world before he ap- ; ing to the various races of the earth who have
peared as man, Movings of God’s providence | prided themselves on inherited spiritual privi-
and spirit, and especially the measurable revela- | leges. Flesh may rt'l't‘:-“t({ :uulu:u }:mtum gener-
tion to the Hebrew nation, were utterances of | ally, and man to the individual father.
the Word of God ; nevertheless the world knew | 14. The Word was made flesh. * Flesh
him not, | comprehends here, as in some other places, the
11. He came unto his own, and his own | whole nature of man, spirit, soul, and body.
received him not, The verbs here show that  Dwelt among us. As in a tabernacle. God
this coming was different from that of verse 10; “ pervaded every part of that man’s nature, as the
this refers to the incarnation. There is a differ- | dweller in a home uses and makes like unto him-
ence, also, between the first * own” and the sec- | self every corner and part of his home. And
ond, the first being neuter, and so referring to | we beheld his glory. In many ways, by mir-
things, the second masculine, and so referring to | acles, by marvelous teachings, by a still more
persons. He came to his own rights, to his own | marvelous character and nature, théy beheld
inheritance, to his own land, and his own temple. | something that transcended any vision or the-
But his own subjects, who held this inheritance | ophany seen by patriarchs or prophets of old. In
in trust for him, and should have welcomed him | him they saw God. As the only begotten of
with delight, willfully rejected him, recognizing | the Father. The Revised-Version in the mar-
him only to slay him, ginreads, *‘ As of an only begqtten from a father.”
12. Butasmany as received him, to them | This, which is indisputably the right transla-
gave he power to become the sons of God. | tion, does not at all belittle the passage ; it em-
(See Luke 20, 86; 1 John 3.1, 2.) The Revised | phasizes rather the divine heredity of our Lord’s
Version here is, “To them gave he the right to | nature. Full of grace and truth. Grace in-
become children of God.” That believe on. |cludesall mercy ;truth includes all justice. Grace
To believe on is to trust oneself to, One believes | restores sinners ; truth enlightens those who are
on a bridge who walks upon it ; one believes on | in ignorance and error.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

In this prelude to his gospel John states the | I. THE WORD,
conceptior: which was to be the view-point from | “The Logos.” This doubtless seems to many
which he proposed to write the history of the | Bible readers a very strange and vague name to
S8on of man. This thought which runs | apply to Christ. John does not explain it, but
through all of John’s writings, his epistles as | its general meaning was well understood both
well as the gospel, is that **Jesus Christ is the | among the Greeks and the Jews. To both it
revelation, the manifestation, the expression of meant God revealed or manifested as distin-
God to men.” Tt was from the high level of this | guished from God in his invisible spiritual es-
idea that John undertook to write the life of his ! sence,

Master. This was the * Philosophy of the Life” | It is easy for us to see that the “office of a
(verse 18). word is to reveal or express what otherwise

Two names, neither of which is applied to might not be known.” A thought, a purpose,
Christ in the three other gospels, are here used | or a sentiment might lie undiselosed and undis-
by John to express this conception of Christ as | coverable in a man’s mind. But when he em-
the Revealer of the Father, namely,* The Word,”  bodies it in suitable words and utters it, it is
and *“The Light.” revealed to others. A man reveals himself in his

SR L W S S

tha
an
in
out
3
hin
alik
trut
from
the
bot)
the
the ;




[Jan. 1.

n on him,
tal usage,

wing the
n,”” as our

But this
ch he can
ural pas-
| to them
1e nature
8,” point-
who have
ual privi-
1re gener-

““ Flesh "
laces, the
nd body.
cle. God
re, as the
into him-
e. And
, by mir-
till more
y beheld
1 or the-
fold. In
otten of
the mar-
s father.”
- transla-
e ; it em-
nr Lord’s
Grace in-
e, Grace
» who are

to many
name to
n it, but
od both
both it
s distin-
itual es-

“('1' l'f a
therwise
purpose,
d undis-
he em-
it, it is
elf in his

Jan. 1]

SUNDAY ScH

|
words, Now, if we could construct a single word | which he
of such wealth and comprehensiveness of mean- | and the religionist should alike
ing that it would contain the entire contents of | down before the divine Word,

the human mind, that would be preeminently the

“word of man”—it would reveal, declare, or e

mantest man.  In that profound sense Christ is
not “a” word of God, a partial revelation of God,
but ““the ” Word of God—in him God expressed
himself fully, for * in him dwelleth all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily ”* (Col., 2, 9),

Verse 1. In the begi ng. That is, “gl-
ways,” “from eternity.”  Christ, observe, did
not become the Word in his incurnutiun, but the
Word became incarnated, He was eternally the
Word, from the beginning the Revealer of God.
We might not improperly substitute the term
* Revealer ™ fop Word,” and read this passage,
*“In the beginning was the Revealer, and the Re-
vealer was with God, and the Revealer was God,”
The preposition “with jn the phrase “The
Word was with Ged " js Very expressive in the
original, implying not simply close “associa-
tion,” but ““intercommunion and inner sym-
pathetic fellowship, Dwelling mus('cnlrully *in
the bogsom of the Father,” the Word was able
‘to declare him,”

3. All things were made by him, ¢ Through
him," more strictly, The Seriptures uniformly

OOL BANNER, 11

8poke as divine Teacher, The scientist

y therefore, how

THE LIGHT,

9. That was the true Light. The second
name which John applies to Christ to express
his office of Revealer js * The Light.” The Greek
word is phos, and abstrac tly it means * luminous-

[ ness,” and actively “ to shine or make manifest,”
| The office of light is the same as that of speech—
jln reveal. So Christ, both as the Word and as
the Light, is the Revealer, Just as a thought
: might lie forever unknown and undiscoverable in
; the mind unless embodied and expressed in ade-
| quate words, so a luud:«-upl- might lie forever un-
perceived by the eye unless revealed by the light.
In Christ, as the Word, God uttered himself, ex-
| pressed himself ; as the Light he became appre-
[ hensible to men, Christ revealed God as the sun
reveals the mountain and the sea,

John “ was not that Light.” Hewasa ¢ light,”
indeed, but not this preeminent Light, Jesus
later on said of John, “He was a burning and a

’shlulng light,” bu' the word which he used was
not phos, which 1 sans luminosity in the most
primary sense, but cuchnos, a lamp or a candle,
John was a bright and shining “candle ! That

represent Christ as the active agent in all crea- | is the best that can be said of the highest human

tion. Paul particularly sets this forth with great
force and exactness, (8ee, for example, 1 Cor, 8,
6.) The “patterns” of all things lay in the
Father's mind ; they were wrought out into ob-
Jective realities through the creative agency of
the Word.  Further light - 18 - thrown :on this
thought in chapter 5, 19, 20. The force of the
word “made " should be observed. The Greek
18 egeneto, and it means to “ cause to be, to gener-
ate, 1o cause to come into being.” 8o that “all
things were made by him,” not in a merely
mechanical sense, wrought into form out of
material furnished at hand, but, in the deep-
est generic sense, brought into existence by
creation,

It is interesting in this connection to notice
that Jesus recognizes the same relation of source
and expression between himself and the Father
in respect to his teachings that John here points
out in respect to his creative work. (See8,28;8.
34 :and 14, 10,) Just as Christ created nothing of
himself so he spoke nothing of himself ; in both
alike he revealed the thought of the Father, The
truths of nature and the truths of the Gospel are
from the same source, the mind-and the heart of
the Father: and Jesus Christ is the Revealer of
both classes of truths—of the first, as Creator, in
the material world, which was made by him ; of
the second, in his incarnate life and in the words

genius, Men differ as to the light that is in them
merely in candle power, but who can compute
the candle power of the sun ? A lamp or candle,
however “ bright and shining,” can illuminate
but a little area, but even the few rays of the sun
which our earth intercepts are sufficient to flood
its whole surface with light, while measureless
billows of its light flood other worlds and illu-
mine far-off chasms of space. 8o Christ is the
Light of the world,

Thoughts for Young People.
The qud, the Life, the Light.

Probably no chapter in all the Bible has induced
profounder Christian thought than the first chap-
ter of John, Never was a greater mystery put
into words than we have here. We cannot
fathom its depths, but we may at least dip our
little buckets into this well and bring up much
of divine truth, The three figures of speech that
are prominent in the lesson refer to one great
eternal fact,

1. The Wora, Every truly great man of history
has brought a message to the world, and can
hardly be thought of by the student apart from
his message, We cannot think of that great orator
and seer, Isaiah, except asthe embodiment of hig
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own prophec: *f
wonders of the world of men.
Michael Angelo did there were grandeur and
beauty. By form and color and size and sound
he showed forth these two qualit
his message are one, William Shakespea
not be well conceived of apart from his poetry.
And so, although it is sometimes dangerous to
try to make divine things plain by comparison
with familiar human life, we may reverently say
that just as these men were identical with their
message God and God's words are identical.
«The Word was with God, and the Word was
God.”

2. In this Word was life. Indeed the Word it-
self was life, because all things were made by
him and without him was not anything made
that was made. Words of men have often been
sources of intellect
Magna Chart
liberty any nations, John
words has told us that he who de
book is guilty of murder, because of the vivid
life that there is in all words of truth. The
Word and the Life were one. |

3. “ The life was the light of me n.”?  This figure i
also becomes plainer when we think of silnilnr‘
similes we familiarly use. Itis the light of civ- ‘
ilization that disperses the gloom of barbarism ; it
is the light of liberty that chases away the dark-
ness of slavery ; it is the light of intelligence that
destroys the midnight of ignorance.

4, The gist of this lesson, however, is that Word,
and Life and Light alike are God. The Being who
made this world made it by his word. Every-
thing that comes from the good God is his utter-
ance. He speaks in creation, in.providence, in
the redemption of mankind, in the general resur-
rection, and in our promised eternity. The noble
theological statements of our creed concerning
the relation of Father and Son should never be
forgotten or pressed aside; but they should not
be allowed to blind our eyes or deafen our ears
to the often-repeated truth (they should rather
emphasize that truth) that the great God who
spoke by the ancient prophets, and who speaks

But in all that

, and he and
can-

n noble
oys a good

to-day by the daisy and the lily, uttered his full |

message in the incarnation of Jesus. And in
Jesus, the Word, was life, and the life was the
light of men.

5. Everybody must have noticed that there
are two divine utterances called by sacred writ-
ers the Word of God.
sweet-spirited, divine Man, who spake as never
man spake, and went about doing good, who
suffered for our sins, and rose from the dead,
whose life we have now again begun to study.
The other is the Bible, which we hold in our

Michael Angelo was one of the hands while
tially one.
in the life of Jesus ; nothing in the life of Jesus is

(iod’s thought.

are manifest in this Bible.

One is this strange, |
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we study. These two are essen-

Nothing taught in the book was not

sion of
, and

They are both the expr
Jesus has gone to hei

not in the book.

the same Word, the same Life, and the same Light
If Jesus were here,
would we not gather closeto him?  But he is here
in this Bible. 1f Jesus were here, how ungrateful
and wicked would be those who negleeted him!
But we neglect him when we neglect this Bible.
If Jesus were here, we should have an infallible
Couaselor, guided by whose wisdom we need
never make a mistake. We have that infallible
Counselor in the Bible.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Jerse 8. “All things were made by him”
meant much to the imagination of the Jew,
though he had not modern conceptions of as-
tronomy. ‘It would take five hundred years to
traverse the distance between the earth and the
ky immediately overhead. The same interval
separates one heaven from another, and again
there is the same distance between the two ex-
tremities of the heaven traversed in its breadth,”
was said by one rabbi. .

Verse 4. “In him was lifel’ would center in
Jesus Christ all that the nations of the earth
have praised as ‘“Life.” The Hindus say,
« Brahma is life. The sun rises out of life, and
sets into life: this is the sacred law ; it sways
to-day, it will sway to-morrow. Life is the
¢ Immortal One,’ . . . unseen he sees ; unheard he
hears ; unknown he knows. Life is the preserver
of all forms; by life the universe is sustained.”
But it was reserved for the Gospel to separate
this * Life ” from the creation itself. The Logos
was distinet from man, but he was ‘ the light of
men.” “Light in its most elemental form,”
says Archdeacon Hardwick in his (%wist and
Other Masters, ** fascinated the imagination of the
carly, Aryan.”” Hence the worship of the sun,
moon, and stars of the Zoroastrian and Vedie
literatures. The Hebrews through all their his-
tory exhibit a high regard for light. * Men and
women are bound to set a light in their houses on
the eve of the Sabbath,”— Mishna. Friday even-
ing was called “the Light,” because the Sabbath
began then and the lamps were then lighted ; and

«the Sabbath began to dawn * (shine) when these
“ were lighted, till when they did not sit down to
;mke the evening meal.—Stapfer. In the sacred
[ temple a light was always to be kept burning,
;pluvvd near the Shekinah in the holy place just
before the rail. It was never allowed to go out.

Jan, 1.]

Verse 5,
furniture
a lamp h
and night

‘in all r
when he
tharacter,
arning w
religious
ity was the
ished the 1
the sacred
Geikie, *]
burning al
to secure
lamp with
omen."”

By

The begin
Platonic w
writers ba
of John's
pressed mo
than we ha
courses,”
have been ¢
mysteries i
whole truth
verses of th
struck with
the opening
Genesis. M
redemption,
time, but J
time.—Tente
“In the be
men were d
one of them
why Jesus C
meant by the
other one an
medium of ¢
is used in sac
he is the only
know no oth
this answer
Christ, but t
mination, I
chapter of Jo
Word who w
Jesus, the Li
nature, ineffa
present, swift
Light is the



FESSTCY. o, ST

oG R

&

AT

A s B 5 S0

Jan, 1.]

——

Verse 5. Lightfoot tells us that to complete the ’

furniture of the synagogue there must always be
a lamp hung from the roof, kept burning day
and night, “an immemorial custom,” he adds,
‘in all religions.” He says: “ Primeval man
when he discovered fire, attached to it a sacred
tharacter. It was difficult to light ; to keep it
harning was, therefore, a duty which acquired a
religious significance. The first altar of human-
ity was the family hearth, where the father cher-
ished the life-giving fire. The Roman vestals fed
the sacred flame.” “ No house in Palestine,” says
Geikie, *“however poor, is left without a light
burning all night ; the housewife rising betimes
to secure its continuance by replenishing the
lamp with oil. If a lamp goes out, it is a fatal
omen,”

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

The beginning of John's gospel. One of the old
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fested reality, of warmth, comfort, and Jjoy, of
health and of power, It destroys all darkness ;
it unites in itselt purity and cleanness, Without
it the world would be but & mass of coldness
and death. Now, what light does for the natural
world Jesus does for the world of man. He
reveals God and heaven and truth; he shows
the way; he cheers, comforts, vivities, renews,
| Jesus is the Light for every race, for every age,
every nation. And the fact that he is thus
| universal, adapted to all, as is proved by what he
‘in doing all over the globe where the Gospel is
preached, is one of the strongest proofs that
Christianity is the true religion,— Ploubet,

“ The Word was made flesh.””  An Eastern king
Wrote to a conquering monarch who had carried
his wife away and held her captive, “8end me a
single word about the dear wife of my love,”
The conqueror sent back the wife herself to her
sorrowing husband with the message, ** This is
my single word,”” This reply to his heart’s long-

| ing was the dearest and sweetest that could have

| bee: nt. 8o God answers oiir cry for help b
Platonic writers, who considered all Chrigtian | "cen sent. - 8o G HWoPs our cry fo p by

writers barbarians, said of the opening words
of John's gospel: * This barbarian has com- |
pressed more stupendous stuff into three lines |
than we have done in all our voluminous dis- |
courses.” A Christian writer has said that there |
have been discovered more than three hundred |

giving us the Lord Jesus ( hrist,
God for his unspeakable gift!”

** Thanks be to

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J, H. KENOWLES,

| .
mysteries in Revelation, and that the key to the | I am g]ujl we begin the year with Josus, l
’ pray that we may not only learn about him, but
whole truth of God is contained in the first three (. ° " - B i
verses of this gospel. It is impossible not to W know him and walk with him every step of the
d | way.
ck W ilarity of the style betwee ’ L " 1
fl::“:)kv:il:x: lxtz:ll:):)??h)]gog(,:;,c] sﬂ)ns ﬂ:(::ee?; f 8t. John's gospel is a ‘* heart talk.” e writes
I" ) = of Jesus as though he knew and loved him well,
Genesis. Moses wrote of creation, but John of | : : q
demption. Moses wrote of the beginning of | The first sentence of our lesson takes us far back
trI“ : l[nt J'oh'n wrote of the be imﬂn beators to the sublime words in the first book of the
ﬂ;::" Ilh(rml g & Bible. “In the beginning Goad created the
¢, —Ten o o % § Sp—
1 the beginning was the Word,” Two gentle- | ::;,:‘,: :lh:,l;':‘m\l:[( ')(;:u:;:‘g‘p ¥ ,. "1?\':‘(;‘::':]";;; VI"::)
men were discussing religious questions, when | there be light : and there was light,” The '(-‘od
one of nu-n(l :ﬂi'l, "(‘ul]ll .\‘]"U'Ri:"ﬂ '"10 thi\Tnmin | Who created all things, without whom nothing
why Jesus Christ is called the Worc ? What is |y, ) p g
meant by the Word ? It is a curious term,” The :::,1 l:;:::]z,:,l;“:.;s,n::ﬁi iisn':;:-],;:::.,‘:R{.(,-ﬂ:(s']z:‘.t];:
other one answered, ‘I suppose as words are the lehem ; lived on earth as the son of man ; died
medium of communication between us the term upon the cross; rose from the grave ; ascended
is used in sacred Scriptures to d‘«*nmnstrute that | ¢ heaven ; the Lamb of God which taketh away
he is the only medium between God and man, 1|4y sin of the world; the Light of the world ;
know no other reason.” The man who received God, filling the universe, yet dwelling in every
this answer had rejected the divinity of Jesus heart that will receive him, There is range here
Christ, but these words were like a flash of illu- |for the mind to soar to loftiest heights ; and
mination. e sat down to a study ?f .lhia first | while a child, taught by the Holy 8pirit, may un-
(‘-::apter of John, and later accepted Christ as the | derstand these wonderful truths, it is proof of
ord who was God,

the blindness of the natural mind that it cannot
Jesus, the Light of men. Light is mysterions in | see the light shining, though ever so bright. The
nature, ineffably bright and glorious, everywhere

Creator and Owner of the universe came into his
present, swift-winged, undefiled, and undefilable,

own world, and its people—his own people—
Light is the source of life, of beauty, of mani- would not receive him, But what of ourselves ¢
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Who is it we reject when we refuse to open our

hearts to Jesus ¥
One of the most beautifully suggestive names

, also, by

given to Jesus by St. John, and use
himself, is this—* The Light of the World.”” In
ereation the earth was without form, and void,
and in darkness ;: God said, ** Let there be light,
and there was light,” and after that creation
took form, beauty, productiveness, and intelli-
gence., When Jesus, the true Light, is admitted
to our hearts we need do nothing else than allow
y forward the process of creation and
transformation to the perfect finish. All pure
and beautifil things grow in the light. All pro-
The coal and the
" 80 every

him to car

ductive energy comes from it.
diamond are * condensed sunshine ;
grace of the soul and power for service are
products of the light which shines in our hearts
in tlie face of Jesus Christ. The earth’s possi-
bilities are developed only in the rays of the sun.
The possibilities of a human soul awake to life
only under the power of Jesus, The colors of a
flower are parts of one pure ray of white light.
The Christian graces are parts of the complete-
ness or fullness of Jesus which St John says we
who believe on him receive, * grace for grace "'—
that is, grace in us corresponding to grace in
him—his love, his gentleness, his truth, his
purity, in us, according as we are ready to re-
ceive from him as the flowers receive from the
sun. A light in the center of a room streams in
every direction, into every corner, if there is
nothing in its way. So Jesus will fill your whole
being with light if you give him a place in the
center of your heart.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

This is the first of a series of studies in the
gospel of John, The transition from the Old
Testament studies is sudden, and an introduc-
tion to this lesson (as brief as possible, but care-
ful) is especially needed. The lesson is itself the
best introduction to the life of Christ. About
six centuries stretched between Zedekiah's over-
throw and the birth of Jesus Christ....1. The
writer. (1) John, a young Galilean fisherman ;
(2) A disciple of John the Baptist ;(3) A friendly
acquaintance of the Sadducean high priest ; (4)
Our Lord’s intimate personal friend ; (5) Present,
generally by special invitation, at all emergencies
in Christ's life ; (6) Remained at Ephesus after
the dispersion of the Jerusalem church, while

Paul and the other apostles wandered far and

wide ; (7) Was banished to Patmos, where * the
Revelation ** was unfolded to him; (8) His lon
extended life ; (9) s salient characteristic..
II, The Gospel. (1) The most * spiritual” of the

[Jan. 1.

four ; (2) The product of the writer’s old age, and
| the latest given of all the gospels ; (3) A “chroni-
cle” by an eyewitness rather than a history | (4¢
Characterized by vivid sketches of typical per-
sons ; (5) Shows profound insight rather than
picturesque vision ; (6) Systematic in plan ;
Unique in style; (8) Thoroughly Hebrew in
thought ; (9) Rich in symbolism ; (10) Written for
| Christians. .. 1L The doctrine of “ The Word.”
(1) Definition of *The Word ;" (2) “ The Word "
| was GGod—eternal (verses 1, 2), almighty (verse 3),
la personality (verse 4); (3) ** the Word " was man
in the world (verse 10), in human flesh (verse 14),
lamong his own people (verse 11); (4) *“ The
Word"” came to bless the human race—to en-
lighten the human race—to enlighten the world
| (verses 5, 9) and reveal the divine glory....IV.
Practical lessons, This is a doctrinal lesson,
i but its doctrines have a direct personal bearing
“un every student of sacred things. Draw from
| the lesson (1) Statements of divine attributes ; (2)
[ The divinity of Christ ; (3) The humanity of
| Christ ; (4) Sinfulness of the human heart ; (5)
Free will ; (6) Conversion, etc.

Blackboard.

PSALM
' \ ne: o
S
o -
Hi e
Jesus is the word, for by his life and death he
made known to the world the mind of God. In
him was life, and the life was the light of men;
:_\‘vt men loved darkness rather than light, and
death rather than life. He was unknown in the
world ‘which he crea cd, and when he came his
own received him not. “I am come a light
into the world,” he says. If we follow this true
and only Light, we shall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life. Ile isshining still
for every heart that will open to receive, * The en-
trance of thy words giveth light * (Psa. 119. 130).
| Have we seen Jesus revealed in his word ¢ Have
we known through him a reconciled God ? Not
until we receive hiw ; and then the darkness of
error and sin will be dispelled and we shall be
like John, a reflection of “ that Light,”” and bear-
ing witnessof it.  Will you receive or reject him ?
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OPTI L. HYMNS,

Joy to the world.
All hail the power of Jesus’ name,
Jesus, the very thought of thee,

0, let us be glad.
Love divine,

Jesus, thon everlasting King.
Jesus, these eyes have never seen,
Who is this.

Hail, to the Lord’s Anointed,
Thou, who camest from above,

Library References.
BY REV, 8, G, AYKEH, B.D,

There are a number of general works that the
teacher will find very helpful. For introduction
use Gloag, J. P., Introduction to the Johannine
Writings.  For biblical theology the best book is
Stevens, G. B., The Johanwine Theolegy. The best

——

LESSON II. CHRIST’S FIRST DISCIPLES,

GOLDEN TEXT,
AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Study chapter 1. 85-51 and Matt, 4, 18-25,]
John 1. 85-48. [ Commit to memory verses 35-37,

35 Again the next day after, John stood, and
two of his disciples ;

36 And looking upon Je'sus as he walked, he
saith, Behold the Lamb of God !

37 And the two disciples heard him speak,
and they followed Je'sus.

38 Then Je'sus turned, and saw them follow-
ing, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They
said unto him, Rab'bi, (which is to say, being in-
terpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou ¢

30 He saith unto them, Come and see, They
came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with
him that day : for it was about the tenth hour,

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and
followed him, was An’drew, Si'mon Pe'ter’s
brother,

41 He first findeth his own brother Si'mon, and
saith unto him, We have found the Mes-si'as,
which is, being interpreted, the Christ.

42 And he brought him to Je'sus, And when
Je'sus beheld him, he said, Thou art Si'mon the
son of Jo'na: thou shalt be called Ce'phas,

which is by interpretation, A stone,

43 The day following Je'sus would go forth
into Gal'i-lee, and findeth Phil'ip, and saith unto
him, Follow me.

44 Now Philip was of Beth-sa'i-da, the city of

Behold t

00L BANNER. 15
col y F.
Godet. our Book

{Rooms,

acdonald,

© is that by
(unfortunately out of print, and to be met with
only rarely. Culross’s John the Beloved is a nice
book,

Tue LoGos.—Thompson, 1. M,
and the Logos. Bedell, Lectures for 1885, The Bi-
positor, third series, vol. ii, pages 103, 177 ; fourth

This is

The World

series, vol. vi, page 65,
Lord.

Tue INCARNATION.—Gore, The Incarnation,
gives the doctrinal treatment, Ottley, The Doc-
trine of the Incarnation, two volumes, gives the
historical account of the growth and treatment
of the doctrine. Breed, Preparation of the World
Jor Christ, gives a fine account of the world’s
struggle preceding the advent of our Lord,

Joun THE BAarTisT.—Reynolds, H., John the
Baptist.  Congregational lectures. Houghton,
R. C., John the Baptist, Feather, J., Last of the
Prophets.  Consult, also, Edersheim, Geikie, An-
drews, Farrar, in their lives of Christ.

Liddon, Divinity of Our

(Jan. 8,
he Lamb of God! John 1. 36,

REVISED VERSsION,
35 Again on the morrow John was standing,
36 and two of his disciples ; and he looked upon
Je'sus as he walked, and saith, Behold, the
37 Lamb of God ! And the two disciples heard
38 him speak, and they followed Je'sus. And
Je'sus turned, and beheld them following,
and saith unto them, What seek ye? And
they said unto him, Rabbi (which is to say,
being interpreted, Master), where abidest
30 thou? He saith unto them, Come, and ye
shall see. They came therefore and saw
where he abode ; and they abode with him
40 that day : it was about the tenth hour, One
of the two that heard John speak, and followed
him, was An'drew, Si‘mon Pe'ter’s brother.
41 He findeth first his own brother Si'mon, and
saith unto him, We have found the Mes-si'ah
42 (which is, being interpreted, Christ). He
brought him unto Je'sus, Je'sus looked up-
on him, and said, Thou art Simon the son of
John: thou shalt be called Ce'phas (which is
by interpretation, Pe'ter).
43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth’
into Gali-lee, and he fineth Phil'ip: and
44 Je'sus saith unto him, Follow me. Now
Phil'ip was from Beth-sa'i-da, of the city of

An'drew and Pe'ter.

45 An'drew and Pe'ter. Phil'ip findeth Na-
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45 Phil'ip findeth Na-than'a-el, and saith unln‘ than'a-el, and saith unto him, We have found
him, We have found him, of whom Moses in him, of whom Mo’sesin the law, and the proph-
l\);:,uz'ktr;.'ul:“;}"'.’:I‘ p,r:;-l:]':l,:h‘,'l,‘)llm Write, de'sns ”ri ets, did write, Jefsus of Naz'a-rcth, the son
: : i | 46 of Jo'seph. And Na-than'a-el said unto Lim,

46 And Na-than a-el said unto him, Can there | ' - & . 4 R
any good thing come out of Naz'a-reth? Phil'ip T -ll,l,l»lll) L.:u(ul llnm.z mn.u, out of Naz'a-reth?
saith unto him, Come and see, ] Phil'ip saith unto him, Come and see.

| How many persons are shown to have followed

Time.—A. D. 27. Probably on Saturday, the
Jewish Sabbath. Place.—Bethabara, or Beth- | Jesus in this lesson ?
any (according to the Revised Version), but this|  What disciple followed without being called or
little town near the Jordan is to be carefully dis- | led to Jesus?
tinguished from the Bethany of the Mount of | What one did Jesus call ?

Ouves, where Lazarus and Mary and Martha Which one showed his familiarity with Serip-
lived. Rulers.—Herod Antipas, tetrarch of |ture?
Galilee ; Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea. Why should Nazareth make Nathanael doubt ¥

Home Readings. | Teachings of the Lesson.
M. Christ’s First Disciples. John 1, 85-42. Find in thislesson that it is our duty—
Tu. Christ's First Disciples, John 1, 43-51. | 1 To bear personal testimony for Christ.
. The second call. Matt, 4, 18 2. To look to Jesus as the divine substitute for
Th. True discipleship. Luke 9. I8
F. Teaching the disciples. Matt
S, Friends of Jesus. John 15, 3l
S.  Reward. Matt, 19, 23-30, light.
| QU NS FOR 1IN
Hy k

P f SCHOLARS.

n Hymnal. 1. Looking upon Jesus, v. 35, 36,
What three persons saw Jes proaching ¥
What did John say to hig disciples ¥ GoLpex

6. our sin,
3. To seek to bring other souls to our Saviour.
$. To work constantly up to our clearest

IRMEDIATE

Lessol

No. 155, New Canad

a e they,
ur obey.

Oh, how hap
Who the Sa

Texr, .
No. 151, New Canadf@n Hymnal, Why did he call Jesus a ““lamb? "
Ilay my singbn Jesus, \\')‘un h:ul'lu' said the 1l~n~ before?  Verse 20,
The spotle Lamb of God. 2. Following Jesus, v. 3740,
Who at once followed Jesus ¥
No. 142, New Canadfgn Hymnal, What guestion did Jesus ask ?

What was their answer ¥

What did Jesus bid them do ?

How long did the disciples stay ?
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS. | Who were these two disciples ?

1. Looking npon Jesus, v. 35, 30. Who are now commanded to follow Jesus ?

pgth, my hope,
t my care.

Jesus, my st
On thee I

After what event was this the ** next day ?"’ 3. Leading to Jesus, v, 41-46,
By what singular title is Jesus here called ? Whom did Andrew lead to Jesus ¢
What would such a name naturally suggest to Whom did he say he had found ¢
one who understood Jewish history ? What did Jesus say about Peter's name ?
What are the characteristics of the lamb| Whom did Jesus summon the next day ?
among animals ? Where was Philip’s home ?
What were the traits of Jesus’s character ? Whom did Philip seek out ?
What do you suppose the two disciples under- | What did he say to Nathanael ¥
stood from John'’s words ¢ What question did Nathanael ask ?
2. Following Jesus, v. 37-40, What was Philip’s answer ?
When the two heard John what did they do ? What did Jesus say of Nathanael's character?
Why do you suppose they did this ¢ What was Nathanael’s question of surprise *
Who were the two disciples ?
What is known about Andrew ? Matt, 4. 18, Practical Teachings.
19; John 6, 8, 9; 12, 20-22, Where in this lesson are we taught—
3. Leading to Jesus, v. 41-46, 1. Whom we should seek ?
What reason is given in verse 41 for the fol- 2. When we should seek Jesus ?

lowing which is mentioned in verse 37 ¢ | 8. That we should lead others to Jesus ?

i S
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THE LESSON CATECHISM,

(For the entire school.)

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What can you tell about Jesus and John when
ey were boysy

Read the whole wonderful story of John's
birth in the first chapter of Luke,

Where did John baptize and preach ?

Who did he tell the people was coming ?

What did he suy as Jesus passed by ?

Of what would this remind his disciples? Of
the daily offering of the lamb in the

1+ Who came to prepare the way for Christ
John the Baptist,
2. What did he say of Jesus? Gorpey Text:
*‘ Behold the Lamb of God 19
3. Who heard John the Baptist
Two of his disciples,
4. What did they do 3 The
« What did one of these
his brother Simon? ~

say this?

y followed Jesus,
two disciples say to

““ We have found the
temple, Messias, which is, being interpreted, the
What were these lambs called ¥ Sacrifices | Christ,?
for sin.

6. Who were among the earliest disciples of
What did the two disciples do when they he; ‘J\-sunv Andrew and Peter, Philip and
John speak » They followed Jesus, | Nathanael,

Who were the two disciples ¥

What did they ask Jesus » Where he lived, NEW CHURCH

\\'.Iml did they probably want s To get ace 16, What are our dut
quainted with him. Our dutles to ourse

Whom did Andrew bring to Jesus ¢ o 3

Who called Philip | emperance, and ¢h

What friond did Philip find ¢

How many disciples were there now? Four.

ard

CATECHISM,

to ourselves!

es are to guard the health,
Lity of the body ; to cultivate
wledge of truth ; and to pre-
rity and communion with God

'he mind in the k
serve the spirit in

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Members of Christ’s First Church,
I. ANDREW THE Workeg,

One of the two. ., . dndrew, v, 40,
Findeth his own brother, v. 41, [

There is a lad here, John 6, 3, 9,

Certain Greeks.... Andrew. John 12, 20-22. | Jesus. .. Jindeth Philip, v, 43,

1I. Jou~ TuE BELOvVED, | Come and see, v, 46,
Two disciples. . . followed Jesus, v. 37, | Two hundred pennyworth,  John 6, 5-7,
One....whom Jesus loved, John 13, 23, Shew us the Father. John 14.8,9,

The disciple standing by. John 19, 20, 27, V. NATHANAEL ThE PURE-HEARTED,
He saw, and believed, John 20, 4, 5, 8,

An Israelite indeed. John 1. 47,
III. PETER THE FERVENT, Be sincere. Phil, 1. 10,
Thow art Simon. v, 49, First pure. James 3, 17.

Thou art the Christ, Matt, 16, 15, 16,
Knowest....I love thee. John 21, 17,
Peter standing up. Acts 2, 14,

IV. PuiLip tug Pracricar,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

For thirty years Jesus of Nazareth had been growing up into preparation for his work. John the
Baptist had stirred the people and made ready a chosen few, the choicest Spirits of their time, to
receive their Lord. On the afternoon of a certain day the Baptist and two of his followers
were standing near the river Jordan, probably upon its eastern bank, not far from the place
Where their ancestors had walked across the flood, fifteen centuries before. One of these two dis-
ciples was the practical Andrew, the other was the deep-thoughted John, They saw that their mas-
ter, the prophet, was gazing steadfastly upon a Galilean who was passing by, It was Jesus, who
had just come from the wilderness of temptation, and bore upon his face the serene look of con-

ard him and said, “ Behold the Lamb of God!” Wedo not won-
luction the two young menle . ‘he side of their former teacher and
They spent the few hours of that day in converse with the Saviour, and
el. Each sought his own brother with

ome. Andrew found his brother first, and
fore he had been Simon, the son of Jonas ; henceforth he is to be known
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throughout the world as Peter, the Rock. On the next day another disciple is added to the little
company, and he in turn brings another, Nathanael, who at first doubts, but at one glance into the
Sav! s face, and one sentence of power from his lips, accepts him as the King of Israel. Thus
the litt'e company grows, and in the first two days of its history the Church, which is to em-

brace the whole world, counts five members around its head.

Verse 35. Again, the next day, John
stood. * The next day again John was stand-
ing.” The reference is to verse 29, where John
says, * Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.” *John” here, of
course, was John the Baptist, who had taken his
usual position, intent upon his office, probably
as before at Bethabara. Two of his disciples.
John names Andrew as one (verse 40): it can
hardly be doubted that he himself was the other,
but he nowhere in his gospel speaks of himself
by name. In Galilee and Judea a rabbi without |
disciples would not have been entitled to the |
slightest respect, John the Baptist had many ; he |
was now directing some of his own to follow al
new Rabbi.

36. Looking upon Jesus, Gazing intently :
not happening to see him, but with penetrating
vision seeking to analyze his character and
nature. John knew, with more or less distinct-
ness, that the Word had existed from all eternity,
that he was with God, that he was God, that he |
had been in the world, that the world had not
known him, and that he now was about to come
to his nation, to be incarnated in a human being,
to be the Lamb of God. To his own great
surprise he had only the day before this, by a
flash of divine penetration, recognized this Word
of God, this Lamb of God, this Son of God, in |
his own cousin Jesus, and he had so frankiy testi-
fied. But clear as that flash of recognition had
been, John cou'd not help looking upon Jesus |
again, questioning whether, indeed, these thing.\l
were true. Behold the Lamb of God! This |
can hardly be regarded as a full announce-
ment of the Messiah, Andrew and John, the
evangelist, like all other Jews, expected that |
Messiah to be a national military deliverer, a son
of David—Solomon, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and |
Josiah rolled into one. Not even such good
young men as Andrew and John yet yearned for'
a Saviour of the world ; it was a king of the Jews !
they wanted. John the Baptist's teaching hnd‘
antagonized this conception of the Jews, He had
sought to create a universal sense of sin, to cause
the feeling of the need of a universal Saviour.
When multitudes were baptized, confessing their
sins, he pointed to a particular salvation, to the
Lamb of God which taketh away not the sin of
the Jews, but the sin of the world. Such a figure
of speech wounld call the attention of everyone

to the spotless lamb which was sacrificed at the
altar in Jerusalem ; perhaps, also, to the scapegoat
which was periodically sent forth to the wilder-
ness after the nation’s sins had been formally
placed upon its head. Exactly how much of all
this was understood by the multitudes who heard
John and how much by these disciples it is im-
possible to say.

37. The two disciples heard him speak,
and they followed Jesus. They did not,
however, give up their business interest, until
later. They did not speak to him at once. The
Lamb of God was too holy a character for them
to intrude upon, The young Master whose shoe
latchet their own great master was not worthy
to loose was not one to be rashly approached.
They timidly walked after him in the hope of be-
coming better acquainted with him,

38. Then Jesus turned. Our Lord knows
well when a soul takes a step toward him, and is
always ready to open <-unycrsutlun with human
hearts. What seek ye? Not “Whom seek

| ye?” but ““ What seek ye?"” For what purpose

do you follow me? He seeks to draw out our
desires. Rabbi, (which is to say, being
interpreted,) Master. In later times, if
not at once, the title rabbi was conferred with
much ceremony. Jesus was evidently regarded
by the other rabbis as an intruder, a self-ap-
pointed master, an unauthorized teacher.
Where dwellest thou? Not, what is thy per-
manent home ? but, where do you now stay in the
neighborhood of John’s baptism? All around
were booths of wattled boughs, and in many of
them, doubtless, rabbis were even now being
freely entertained, for nobody would accept
money of a rabbi for lodging.

39. Abode with him that day: for it
was about the tenth hour. 8o they had from
ten o’clock in the morning till sundown. What
a wonderful privilege was theirs ! and yet not so
great as ours, to whom has come the whole Gos-
pel. The common Jewish method of dividing the
day from sunrise to sunset into twelve equal
hours makes the tenth hour about four o’clock
in the afternoon. But it is now almost certain
that John used a different reckoning, which sub=
stantially agrees with ours,

40. One of the two. We have already
seen that the other of the two was probably
John. Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. Of
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whom little is known. He was a fisherman of
Galilee, lived at Bethsaida, and was in business
partnership with his brother Simon,

41. He first findeth his own brother
Simon, The Revised Version makes it, * ile
tindeth first,” which brings the thought that
each of these two disciples went to find his own
brother, and Andrew found his first, If every
Christian would begin to work in his own family,
the world would be the better for it.  We have
found the Messias. The Anointed of Jehovah,
the title of the one whom the Jews expected to
come as their deliverer and prince. And yet
their old master had not said, * Behold the Mes-
sias,” but * Behold the Lamb of God.” Being
interpreted, the Christ. Again John trans-
lates the Hebrew term for his Gentile readers,

42. Hc brought him to Jesus. Such a
service as any one of us can perform. When
Jesus beheld him. Looked with penetration,

is thy present name, The name of one's father
or the place of one's residence or birth was
frequently attached to one’s name by the Jews
and used as our family names are used, to dis-
tinguish  different  Simons from each other.,
Jonas is nearly the same name as John, Thou
shalt be called Cephas. There is another
occasion when this name is said to have been
given to Peter. It is usual to explain this as
being a prophecy. Which is, by interpretae
tion, A stone. It is unfortunate that we have
not this in our Bibles as it is in the Revised Ver-
sion, “Which is, by interpretation, Peter,"

Here is a promise that the natural impulsiveness
and fitfulness of Simon shail be changed into

solid, Petrine steadfastness,
43. The day following, We

in the list of apostles,
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days accurately marked in this chapter (verses
19, 29, 43).  According to Edersheim the day
here specified was the fivst of the week, the saime
as our Sunday. Jesus would go forth into
Galilees  Jesus purposed to start on his Jjour:
ney from Bethabura, somewhere in the valley of
the Jordan not very far from the Dead Sea, to the
proviuce which was his home, Galilee, the north-
ern of the three provinees west of the Jordan, the
tetrarchy of Herod, The preseribed time of his
stay in Judea was doubtless over, besides, he had
been invited to a wedding in Cana of Galilee,
Findeth Philip., A man of practical i,
Follow me. The same command is given to
men of different characteristics.

44. Bethsaida. Fish town. The name of
a village on the east bank of Jordan, just above
the Sea of Galilee, which the tetrarch Philip re-.
built and named Julias in honor of the daughter

| of Augustus, .
Thou art Simon the son of Jonas. That

45. Nathanael, Probably the same apostie
whom the other evangelists call Bartholomey,
Bartholomew is commonly coupled with Philip
We have found
him, of whom Moses in the law and the
prophetsdid write. The “law” was ageneral
term for the first five books of the Bible, The
prophets” included both the historical and the
prophetical books. The son ofJoseph. Philip

did not know the circumstances of our Lord’s

birth, and speaks according to the common

notion of his parentage (Matt, 13, 55).

' 46. Can there any good thing come out
of Nazareth ? Nathanael probably knew that
the prophecies had foretold the birth of the

‘ Messiah at Bethlchem, (Compare chapter 7. 52,

| There is no need to interpret the words as imply-

have four | ing particular depreciation of Nazareth,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 35. John stood. He stood the * state-
liest representative of the human race up to that
date.” “There hath not arisen a greater than
John the Baptist ** (Matt. 11, 11). Luke tells us
the providential particulars connected with his

coming into the world (1. 5-25, 57-80), He “ was |

sent from God* (John 1, 6). There is an elo-
quence of terseness and strength in this an-
nouncement concerning him. It breaks upon
us like the sudden call of a trumpet, There is a
sublime philosophy in it concerning the nature
and origin of the human soul. Its descent is
from God. The naturalists may have their way
Wwith the body of man, and account for it as they
may be able, It came from the dust of the earth,
we know., If it was a few million years in coming,

and started with a mollusk, and was handed on
| by an ape, that does not greatly matter. But us
| to the spirit of man, that is quite another thing.
| It came ““ down,” not up,” from God, and will
return to him,

*“John represented one of the unknown quan-
| tities of history.” Great men always do. God
| holds great men in his hands in reserve against

the demands of crises periods in history. Things
£0 on after a certain fashion ; wrongs and false-
hoods and misconceptions become established
| and there seems no hope. Then God sends a
| reat man, specially commissioned and geniused
f for the work of the hour, and 10 ! there is a revo-
| lution. These great men represent ‘ the impera-
| tive mood of God’s providence in the world.” A
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divine compulsion is somehow wrought into

their freedom, and their life work becomes a kind
of fate or destiny.

“To the spirit select there is no choiee ;

He cannot say, This will I do, or that,

For the cheap means putting heaven's ends in
pawn,

And bartering his bleak rocks, the freehold stern

Of destiny’s firstborn, for smoother fields

That yield no crop of self-denying will ;

A hand is stretched to him from out the dark,

Which grasping without question, he is led

Where there is work that he must do for God.”

Verse 35. And two of his disciples. An-
drew was one of these (verse 40), and John with-
oul doubt was the other. We do not know how
uany disciples John had, nor just what duties
their discipleship involved, though not unlikely
they assisted him in his work of baptism. Wedo
not know that the other three of these first five
men who became the followers of Christ were the
disciples of John, though it is probable they were.
We do not know how long those of them who
were John's disciples had been such, though it
is probable that they had come to him after
Christ’s baptism, some time during the forty
days of Christ's tempiation in the wildernes

. We know that John had other disciples who did
not leave him to follow Christ, but who were
with him, and served as his messengers during
his imprisonment (Matt. 11. 2), and who buried
him after he was put to death (Mark 6. 29). The
¢loquent Apollos, of whom we learn nearly
twenty-five years later (Acts 18,
Leen one of John's original disciples, or, if not,
had been gained over and instructed by John's
disciples. That he, solong after the resurrection
of Christ, knew ‘ only the baptism of John,” and
that Paul found certain disciples at Corinth (Acts
19. 1-3) who said that they had *‘not so much
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost,”” and
told Paul that their conversion was simply *‘ unto
John's baptism,” clearly shows that John's fol-
lowers for some years represented a distinet
movement, and reveals the limitations and im-
perfections (not errors) of John's teachings.

John himself evidently never intended that his |

following should be permanent ; but a few lost
sight of the King in their attachment for his
lordly outrider.

37. And they followed Jesus. The way
in which these first disciples caine to Jesus and
became attached to him as cluse personal fol-
Jawers seems sc simple and natural that the cir-
cumstances appear almost accidental, so much
g0 that we might be led to think that it might

. | thee,"

24-28), may have |
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very well have happened that other men than
they might have fallen in with Christ in the
| chances of that multitude by Jordan, and that
| 50 the company of the disciples might have been
differently constituted. But naturalness is not
aceident. It is God’s way to be natural and
simple, but he leaves nothing to chance in his
plans, The machinery of his arrangements may
not always or often appear, but he Anges,
nevertheless, As we look at it carefully we sce
that all the details of the coming of Christ and
the introduction of his kingdom in the world
were according to divine plan and purpose.
Nothing was accidental, The time of his coming
| was fixed. The line through which he should
come was chosen. The parents of his forerunner
were selected,  Out of all the women of the
world Mary was chosen for the glory and the
pain of the divine motherhood. No accident, no
chance anywhere, So we may be sure, however
simple the proc may appear, there was no
accident in the selection of the twelve men who
were to be the innermost circle of his pupils, and
through whom his Gospel was to be promulgated
to the world. This divine foresight is hinted
at and partially revealed in the incident con-
nected with Nathanael, *Before Philip called
thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw
S0 the Lordsaw the treasurer of Queen
Candace before another Philip found him in his
chariot on his way down to Gaza with his finger
on the great Gospel chapter of Isaiah, More
than three years later Christ said to his disciples,
“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen
you.” This lesson beautifully and strikingly il-
lustrates how, through the naturalness of human
| agencies and the simplicity of apparently com-
mon circumstances, God’s great and gracious
purposes are attained.

Thoughts for Young People,
The Growth of the Kingdom.

1. The kingdom of Christ grows from s
ninys. There was a time when the entire body of
Christ’s followers consisted of two persons—John
and Andrew. From that small number it has
grown until it now embraces the world.

2. The kingdom grows gradually, Tt did not at
once leap into large numbers, ““ First the blade,
then the ear;” two, four, six believers; twelve
disciples following Jesus, a hundred and twenty
at the close of his earthly life, three thousand on
the day of Pentecost. It was advanced, but not
in a sudden or tumultuous manner.

all begin-

of its members. Andrew talked with Jesus and
was convinced ; Philip saw him and believed ;

3. The kingdom grows by the personal experience,

i

e
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Nathanael doubted until he met Jesus and then
accepted him at once,  Each member of Christ’s
true Church has been in personal contact with
his Lord,

4. The kingdom grows by personal testimony,
John the Baptist bore his testimony, and the
two disciples who heard it sought Jesus ; in turn,
Andrew and Philip tell others, and they, too,
come to Christ. S0 now the testimony of con-
verted men and women is the great power of the
Gospel.

Bs The kingdom grows by the personal investiga-
tiow of inquirers,  Andrew and John went person-

ally to find out who Jesus was, and they came |

away believers, Nathanael doubted at first, but
accepted the invitation to “come and see,” and
when he had talked with Christ believed with all
his heart. The Gospel does not shirk investiga-
tion, but courts it from every honest inquirer,

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

“ Can there any good thing come out of Naz-
areth?”  “Out of Galilee ariseth no prophet
was a common proverbial saying, but this did
not mean that the population was void of all
moral excellence. Josephus says, *Galileans
were inured to war from their infancy, and have
always been numerous.” The Talmud compli-
ments them in saying, *“ The Galileans were more
anxious for honor than for money ; the contrary
was true of Judea.” The people were bold, and
furnished most of the zealots and fanatics of the
Roman wars. Jesus chose his first two disciples |
from this thriving, pushing, energetic center ;
John and Andrew, and, later, Peter and James,
and 8t, Matthew, also, were of Galilee, |

By Way of TIllustration,

Personal testimony. Hand-picked fruit is the
best, and hand-picking is the best way to uetl
the fruit. It is personal work that tells, Tt is
80 in business, it is so in polities, it is so in reli- |
gion, Five minutes of private personal entreaty |
will often accomplish more in winning a soul to |
Christ than five months of public preaching,
Close work is effective. When you talk to me |
you mean me, and T kuov it. Try personal |
work. Be a committee of one. Andrew was a
committee of one when he found his brother
and brought him to Jesus. John and Philip fol-
lowed his example, When God wanted his peo-
ple delivered from Egypt he did not send a com-
mittee, he sent a man.

At Kidderminster Richard Baxter followed up
his efficient sermons by visiting the parishioners
and bringing them to his house, and conversing

with them one by one, alone. As a result more

than one third of the inhabitants were converted

—New York Observer,
“Come and see,”

When Jacob heard that his
son Joseph was alive he could not believe the
vood news till he saw the Egyptian wagons
Joseph had sent. Facts convinced him. This is
an excellent illustration of the convincing proofs
of Christianity. The religion of Jesus is not a
mere theory, it is proved abundantly by facts,
The lives that have been made better, the fact
that it does change for good all those who receive
it into their hearts, that wherever it enters a
community or a nation it elevates them—these
are facts, like Jacob's wagons, that should con-
vince men. When some one said to Wendell
| Phillips that tue religion of India is as good as
| Christianity he replied, “ The map of India is the
answer,”

| They abode with him. 1t is not only to believe
{on Jesus and to follow him, but it is to abide
with him that makes the best disciple. God has
always taken those whom he has specially used
apart to dwell with himself. Moses abode with
God in the wilderness ; Elijah abode with him in
Horeb ; Paul abode with him in Arabia, as John
the Baptist did in the Jordan wilderness ; Luther
in the old Wartburg Castle ; John Bunyan in
Bedford jail ; Madame Guyon in her prison ; John
Wesley ostracized from the English University,
and so of scores of others. No doubt a man
will learn more of the secrets of the Almighty by

| dwelling with him one day than he could gain by

a lifetime of solitary study. * Abiding in Christ

|is the privilege of every believer, even while

most busily engaged in their earthly calling,—
Bible Studies,

Andren brought Peter and Philip brought Nathan-
ael.  This is always the impulse of the truly con-
verted man. The Gadarene demoniac went back
to his own home to tell them of Jesus; the Sa-
maritan woman went back to her own city and
told all the men; Mary rose from the sepulcher
whence Jesus had risen and flew to the disciples
to tell them the good news. If every sinner who
has found Jesus should but bring one sinner to
Christ in the course of a year, fifty years would
see every sinner in this great world rejoicing in
the Lord. What a mighty work it was for An-
drew to bring Peter! Andrew was not one of
the greatest disciples. He never wrote a gospel,
nor even an epistle. He never founded a church,
He was not a great preacher, if he ever preached
at all, but he was a quiet, zealous winner of

‘souls. He found Simon Peter, one of the great-

est of the apostles, who afterward by one sermon
won three thousand souls to Christ. 80 Andrew
was a great preacher after all. It was Andrew
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who brought the little boy with the loaves and | and prayer. An evening with Jesus; hours of
fishes to Jesus, and so helped to feed the mul- ‘ conversation and communion ; how much more
titude. It was Andrew to whom the Greeks|this will do for us than years of talking with
came, saying, * 8ir, we would see Jesus,” There | others about him without learning of him in per-
must have been something winsome about him, | sonal fellowship. These first disciples have settled
once and forever in their own minds, and so they
could speak convincingly to others. Andrev
| said to Peter without hesitation, ** We have found
the Christ,” and his confident assertion brought

That is a happy day in any life which marks | Peter to see for himself. And so with Philip and
the beginning of discipleship with Jesus, This | Nathang
was not only the beginning of a new life for these | Jesus knows us when we do not realize that he
five men mentioned in our lesson, but because | sees us at all. e perfectly understood Peter,
they began to follow Jesus thousands since then | and ¢ him a name which exactly fitted his
through their influence have followed him too. character. Ie saw Nathanael in the privacy of
If you should begin now a new life by be-| his own garden, We neverlose our individuality

as well as quick and fertile.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

coming a Christian, or if you already are one and | in the sight of God.
ghould make a fresh beginning in earnestness, |
faithfulness, and enthusiasm, what opportuni-
ties would open before you, what treasures of
reward in soul-winning yon would lay up for| For centuries the unsolved problem of ex-
yourself in heaven. plorers was the source of the Nile—that river
8t. John seems to have been deeply impressed  which in a thousand miles receives no tributaries,
with this expression nsed by John the Bap- yet pours a mighty tide into the sea ; which finds
tist, ““Behold the Lamb of God!™ No other| Egypt a desert, and turns it into a garden. Our
writer in the New Testament uses it, but he re- | Jesson shows the origin of a greater and more
peats it many times in the Book of Revelation. | benign stream—the Church of Christ....Con-
John and Andrew having this name applied to | trast the vastness of the Christianity of to-day
Jesus, understood its connection with the lamb | with its small beginning, wifen two men were its
slain for a sin offering in their Jewish worship. | first believers....A good plan would be to pre-
Their training in Old Testament teaching and | sent the persons of the lesson in order, each as a
their habit of worship prepared them to receive | type of character: (1) John the Baptist, the
the truth now to be more fully revealed to them J herald of Christ, self-denying and generous ;
in their intercourse with Jesus. The value of | (2) Andrew, the man who brought people “ one
early training cannot be told. I heard recently | by one ;" (3) John, the deep, thoughtful mystic ;
a man say that he had wandered very far from | (4) Peter, the bold, ardent leader ; (5) Philip, the
God, and one day when he was a long way from | plain, practical man, who could not argue, but
home he was passing a church and heard a hymn | could say, * Come and see3” (6) Nathanael, the
his mother used to sing when he was a boy. The | gkeptical but pure-hearted inquirer, who believes
tune and the words woke the old memor and | when he sees the evidence of Christ’s divinity ..
he could not rest until he found again the light  Notice, too, the various kinds of examples in
of his Father's face, Christian work shown by this lesson....See also
It is a precious thought that some word spoken | the aspeets in which it names Jesus: (1) The
here, though it may seem to be forgotten for| Lamb of God; (2) The Messiah, or Christ; (3)
a while, may yet wake up in your hearts, The theme of propheey ; (4) The omniscient One ;
To know Jesus as the Sin-bearer is the begin- | (5) The 8on of God; (6) The King of Israel;
ning of true discipleship. It is a searching | (7) The Mediator between earth and heaven.
question which he first puts to these who first 4
followed him, * What seek ye?? We shall find
whatever we seek. If pardon of sin, we shall or110
have it; if increasing light and opportunity to
do good, he will give it. His answer to their
question, * Where dwellest thou ¥ " is his answer Come, said Jesus’ sacred vo
to everyone who wants to know him, **Come
and see.” That is the only way to get questions.
answered, doubts removed, difficulties settled.
See for yourself ; get an experience of your own Who'll be the next.
by personal talks with the Lord through his word There’s a gentle voice within.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

HYMNS,

Jesus is tenderly calling,
Come, come to Jesus.

— T R RS R A e s SRS 2 e
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Tark ! the voice of Jesus calling.
The Saviour is calling,

The Saviour calls,

Jesus, T will follow thee,

While Jesus whispers to you.
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LESSON III. CHRIST’S FIRST MIRACLE.
GOLDEN TEXT. And his discip

AUTHORIZED VERSION, i
John 2, 1-11. [ Comumit to memory verse 11,]
1 And the third day there
Cu'na of Gal'ilee ;
there :

2 And Je'sus was called, and his disciples, to
the marriage.

3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of
Je'sus saith unto him, They have no wine,

4 Je'sus saith unto her,Woman, what have 1
to do with thee ? mine Lour is not yet come, |

5 His mother saith unto the servants, What-
soever he saith unto you, do i,

6 And there were
after the manner of

was a marriage in
and the mother of Je'sus was

set six waterpots of stone,
the purifying of the Jews,

containing two or three firkins apiece,

7 Je'sus saith unto them,
with water,
brim,

Fill the waterpots |
And they filled them up to the

-

Ver. 39, The tenth hour, 806,

J FreeEMAN's HANDBOOK : Ver, 35, Rabbi, 699,
1
' Blackboard.

hov e Cluret aw
Jou s €3

| ISCIPLES
| Ay rescer MY
! ounp |
{‘PTL_IP f REND  KF

N

——

| The truth and permanent growth of the Church

of Christ depends upon personal effort in winning
{ souls, The increase of its membership will al-
I ways rest, as at first, upon the earnest invitation
| and testimony of the followers of Jesus—direct-
| ing, finding, bringing. Seethe firstborn of Adam
as he conceals his blood-stained hands and looks
up with wrathful countenance into the face of
God, exclaiming defiantly, “ Am I my brother's
keeper ¢ Then look upon the first disciple of
Christ—*He first findeth his own brother Simon
++++And he brought him to Jesus,” In like man-
ner must the question of Cain be answered by

Now | every disciple of Him who came to seek and to

save that which was lost,

[Jan. 15,

les believed on him, John 2, 11,
Revisep Versiox,

1 And the third day there was a marriage in

Cana of Galilee ; and the mother of Jesus was

2 there : and Jesus also was bidden, and his

3 disciples, to the marriage. And when the

wine failed, the mother of Jesus saith unto

4 him, They have no wine, And Jesus saith

unto her, Woman, what have I to do with

5 thee ¢ mine hour is not yet come. His mother

siith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith

6 unto you, do it. Now there were six water-

pots of stone set there after the Jews’ man-

ner of purifying, containing two or three fir-

7 kins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, Fill the

waterpots with water. And they filled them

8 up to the brim. And he saith unto them,

Draw out now, and bear unto the ruler of the
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8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and | 9 feast. And they bare it. And when the ruler
Buur l;uv.u the governor of the feast. And they of the feast tasted the water now become
are it. a e <
9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the wine, and knew not whence it was (but the
water that was made wine, and knew not whence | servants which had drawn the water knew),
it was, (but the servants which drew the water the ruler of the feast calleth the bridegroom,
knew,) the governor of the feast called the bride- | 19 4 saith unto him, Every man setteth on
groom, | W 1 wine: and whe have
10 And saith unto him, Every man at the be- first the good wine; and when men Aave
ginning doth set forth good wine; and when drunk freely, thew that which is worse: thou
;:u;nllmn}- \w-llkdruulk, lhunlthgn \\'llit‘!ll is worse: | 11 hast kept the good wine till now. This be-
wt thou hast kept the good wine until now. innine of hi A L3 ‘
¢ ge 3 . " " 2 is signs did Jesus in Cana of (
11 This beginning of miracles did Je'sus in Binhi o5 S S X
and manifested forth his
glory ; and his disciples believed on him. ples believed on him.,

ilee, and manifested his glory ; and his dis

Time.—The spring of A, D. 27. Four days How may we turn it into a wise direction for
after the last lesson, and probably on a Wednes- our own daily lives?
day, Place.—Canaof Galilee. Rulers,—IHerod 3, The First Miracle, v. 6-10.
in Galilee ; Pilate in Judea. For what were the waterpots used ?
What is the meaning of “the purifying of the

Home Readings. Jews "

J{. (:ln'N's First .\lAix'u'rlv, John 2,1 3 How much 48 a firkin?
7!5. Customs of purifying. .\IurlA\ 7. 1-0. . Who was the governor of the feast ?
W. Miracles, proofs of authority, Luke 7. What did he say to the bridegroom ?

]Q'v".!i!. . Was this a joke or a sober statement ?
Th. Evidence of divinity. John 10, 8142
F. Good company, Luke?2 ) 2
8. A visitor,

Is there any justification to be found in this
lesson for the use of intoxicants in our social

gatherings ?
4. The Manifested Glory, v. 11
|  What was the effeet of this miracle on the

8. Do ye now believe? John 16, 25-33,

I esson vin o8
. ) 3 public ? L
No. 17, New Canadigf Hymnal. | What was its effect on his disciples ?
I love to sing of tIAL great power | What are some of its elements of importance
That made thefarth and sea to the Christian Church ?
No. 157, New Caghdian Hymnal Teachings of the Lesson.
Happy the mg@h who finds the grace. | Where does this lesson intimate—

The blessingPf God's chosen race, ™ . SRy
- 3 SRS 1. That cheerfulness and sociability are con-

lan H . sistent with true godliness ?
anadian Hymnal, o 3
5 2. That we are to obey God even when we do
am thine! what a comfort divine, | ot understand his design ?
essing to know that my Jesus is

No. 159, Ne

3. That God can work his wonders with the
most ordinary materials ?
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS. 4. That God deiights to give bounteously ?
1. The Marriage in Cana, v. 1, 2. 5. That Christianity rests upon a miraculous
Where was Cana of Galilee? basis ?

How were weddings conducted in Christ's
iy ik ot QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
After what was this the * third day ¢" 1 ) SCHOLARS.
Who were present at the wedding ¥ 1. The Marriage in Cana, v. 1, 2.
At what time did this marriage occur ?

What may we learn from the presence of Je-
sus at such a social festival? From what time is “ the third day *’ reckoned ¥

2. The Mother of Jesus, v. 3-5. What guests are mentioned as being invited ¢
What does the phrase *wanted wine™ mean ? Give the names of these disciples, J—, A—,
Who told Jesus about it ? Py Yoo N s i s
Was there any disrespect in his accosting his 2. The Mother of Jesus, v. 3-5,

mother as “ Woman " What lack arose at the feast ?

What may we infer from the order that Mary ~ What did Mary say to her Son ?
gave to the servants ? What was his reply ¢
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Was it disrespectful for him to call her |

“Woman?"”

What did he mean by * mine hour s

What did Mary say to the servants
3. The First Miracle, v, 6-10,

What vessels were near at hand ¢

Why were such vessels needed ¥ Mark 7. 3.

What command did Jesus give about the ves-
sels ?

What did he direct the servants to do ¥

Who first tasted the wine ¥

What was the custom at feasts ?

How did this occasion differ ¢
4. The Manifested Glory, v. 11.

What does John say of the ““ glory  of Jesus®
John 1. 14,

What was the effect of this miracle on the be-
lief of the disciples? GoLbeN TexT,

Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. Whom to invite to share our joys ?
2. To whom to tell our wants ?
3. Whose manifested glory calls for our faith?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Where was the little city of Cana?

Who were invited to a wedding feast there ¢

Who went with him to the feast ¢

What good woman was there ?

How long did the feast last ¥

What happened one day ¥

Why were the people of the house so much
troubled ?

What did Mary do?

Why did Mary think her Son had wonderful
power ?

What did she tell the servants to do ¢

What did this show that she had? Faith in
her Son.

THE LESSO

Ch

I. A Soc1an SAviovr,
Jesus was calld. v, 2,
Came eating and drinking.
They made him a supper.
IT. AN ACCESSIBLE 8AVIOUR,
The mother . . ., saith, v, 3.
Come boldly. Ieb. 4, 16,
Access with confidence,
1II. AN OBEDIENT SAvioUR,
Mine hour is not yet come. v, 4.
About my Father’s business,
Not to do mine own will,

Matt. 11, 19,

Eph. 3. 12,

Luke 2, 490,

John 6, 38,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

John 12,2, |

25

Why did Jesus call his mother “ Woman * *
It was a term of reverence among the
Jews,

Why were there so many waterpots? ‘I'he
| Jews used a great deal of water in hané
‘ washings, cte,

What did Jesus do to the water in these pots ?
He changed it into wine.

What is a miracle ? Something out of .
God’s usual way of working.

Why did Jesus do this miracle? Teo sh
that he was God.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,

(For the entire school.)

1. In what place was Jesus’s first miracle per-
'fnrmed? In Cana of Galilee,

2. Who told Jesus that there was no wine ?
His mother.

3. What did Jesus say ¢ ¢ Mine hour is not

| yet come,”?

| 4. What did he tell the servants to do with
i the six waterpots of stone? To fill them with
| water,

5. Into what was the water turned by Jesus’s
power? Wine,

6. What is the GoLpes TeExT? ¢ And his
disciples,?? cte,

| 3

RCH CATECHISM,

uties to our family ?
family are the duties to each
and wife, parent and child,
» master and servant, as set
res.

Masters, give unto your ser- '
Jjust and equal; knowing that
ster in heaven.

NEW ©

| 47. What are ou;
| Ourduties to o
| other of husba
brother and si

forth in the Seri

Colossians iv.

| vants that whic|
| ye also have a

N OUTLINE.

st at the Feast.

IV, A WILLING S8AVIOUR.

Fill the waterpots . . . Draw out. v. 7,8,
Came . . . to minister. Matt, 20, 28,
The form of a servant. Phil. 2. 7.

V. AN ALMIGHTY SAVIOUR,

Water . . . made wine. v, 9,

All power is given, Matt, 28, 18,
All things in subjection. Heb, 2, 8,
VI. A MANIFESTED SAVIOUR.

Manifested forth his glory. v. 11,

‘We beheld his glory. John 1. 14,
Manifest in the flesh. 1 Tim. 3. 16,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

From the valley of the Jordan Jesus went up into the highlands of Galilee, attended now by a
little company of followers, Ile came to Cana, the home of one of his disciples, and only a few
miles distant from his own home at Nazareth, At Cana he hallowed by his presence a marriage
feast, and wrought his earliest miracle, Perhaps by the unlooked-for attendance of so large a
company as Jesus and his followers the supply of wine was exhausted. The mother of the Lord
came to her divine Son, and with the intuition of faith informed him of the need, which she felt
that he could supply. He showed her that his powers were not for her to control, but for his heuy-
enly Father, and that when the right hour came they would be exercised, The hour came in that
very moment, and the mother saw it, perhaps by the look of divinity upon his face, and she bade
the servant fulfill his bidding. There were standing in the hall six large stone jars containing
water for washing the guests’ feet and hands before they reclined around the tables. Jesus calmly
bade the servants fill them to the brim with water, and then take out and bear to the master
of the banquet, He knew not whence it came, but tasted it, and at once spoke across the table to
the bridegroom, declaring that generally men offered their best wine first, and then that of poorer
quality, when the taste had been dulled by drinking, but that he had kept his best wine until now.
The unthinking company of feasters may not have known of the miracle, or, knowing it, may have
accepted it in mere wonder, but the little group of disciples around Jesus saw in this miracle the
token of divine power, and with greater intensity believed in their Master.

Verse 1. The third day. Counting the day | wine failed.” Dr. M. R. Vincent quotes some
of the call of Nathanael as the first, the day of | early authorities: “ They had ne wine, for the
the northward journey as the second, and the | wine of the marriage was consumed.” Marriage
day of the arrival as the third. During the | festivals sometimes lasted a whole week. The
three days Jesus traversed the entire length of | mother of Jesus saith. Many questions and
the province of Perea. It is conjectured that | suggestions arise to the thoughtful reader. Was
the marriage was in the family of Mary, the | her interest in the wedding festival caused by
mother of Jesus, Her familiarity and assump-| her own relationship to the” happy pair, or by
tion of authority seem to give weight to this | her anxiety because of the unexpected arrival of
conjecture. As Joseph is not mentioned after | the disciples of her Son? Did she really under-
the time when our Lord’s ministry began, it is‘slund his divine nature? Did she expect a
supposed that he was now dead. Cana of | miracle? Was she seeking to exercise maternal
Galilee is a town about five miles from Naza- | authority over him? They have no wine.
veth, on the road to the Sea of Galilee, built upon | There is no special reason to suppose that the
aterraced hill which slopes toward the setting | family was poor. Guests in the Orient not infre-
sun. Its present name is Kefr Kenna. There | guently contribute to the supplies of the enter-
may or may not be incidental significance in (Iw. tainment,

|
|

|

|

fact that Jesus and his disciples were “called” | 4. Woman, what have I to do with thee ?
(bidden) to the feast, but the mother of Jesus | Dr. Churton, whom we here follow, translates,
was there, already there when the young Rabbi | ¢ What is it to me and thee?” The request
and his disciples arrived. should have come, he quotes Chrysostom as say

2. Jesus was called (bidden). e came, | ing, directly from those who needed help. Itisun-
says Dr. Churton, not so much regarding his ewn | fortunate that the word of address, *“ Woman,"
dignity as the benefit of those who invited him.f 8 in English commonly used in disrespect.
‘“The holy estate of matrimony Christ :ulnrnvd“ Hence the literal rendering gives a wrong im-
and beautified by his presence.” His diﬂcipk’.ﬂ" pression, the original being a word of affectionate
were Andrew, Peter, John, Philip, and Na- | respect. (Sce John 19, 26.) In classic literature
thanael ; and it is well to remember that one of | the word here translated * woman* is used by
these eyewitnesses of the scene wrote this record. | Priam to Hecuba, and by Augustus to Cleopatra
Doubtless they were invited in honor of Jesus, ‘ on occasions where not harshness but gentleness
Their discipleship was only a few days old, and | was expressed ; and the other occasions when

could hardly have been known in Cana before | our Lord thus addressed women were occasions
they arrived ; and it has been suggested that the | when his heart was unusually stirred with
sndden increase of the number of guests thus pathos and tenderness, ¢s, for instance, when
i rought about accounts for the failure of the | he was about to relieve a foreigner’s daugh-
wine, ter; when he pitied and healed her who had

J. When they wanted wine. “When thefsun‘cred long with infirmity ; when he re-

e e T

Sy
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vealed divine truth to the inquirer at Jacob’s ’ exact method of the miracle is not of importance,
Well; when he refased to condemn the sinner ; | There is, however, g simple parable suggested
when he committed his mother to the care of | here in the Jjuxtaposition of the verbs “fill»
John ; and when he found Mary Magdalene in an i and “draw out.” Those two injunetions taken
avony of tears, For the rest of the sentence our | together furnish the perfect recipe ‘or large liy-
Authorized Version is idiomatic ; but it is! ing in spirituality and in secular endeavor, Fill
hardly conceivable that our Lord should have | your body with vitality, fill your mind with in-
used this phrase in the same sense as the de-| formation, fill your soul by all the means of
moniac who addressed him (Mark 5, 7). The | grace, and then draw out abundantly for the
words, however translated, are words of gentle | benefit of others. ‘The governor of the feast,
and mild reproof. Mary had erred in her anxiety ‘ It was the custom with the Jews, as with other
to serve her friends, and it was a premature re- ‘ ancient nations, to elect one of the
quest to him to display his power. Mine honr‘ preside over a festive entertainment and direct
is not yet come. This is not a seasonable | its arrangements, acting as a chairman, The
time for me to work a miracle, * Jfe waited for | Romans and Gireeks selected such a “ ruler” by
a moment chosen by the Father for each succes- | the throwing of dice. It might readily be part of
sive crisis of his life.”” But the Virgin appears to | such an office to taste the wine before it was
have understood the words as spoken to try her offered to the guests, But there is some doubt
faith, whether this “ governor ” was not a hired head
5. His mother saith unto the servants. | Waiter,
We are compelled to believe that Mary felt re-| 9. Notice here
sponsibility for the success of this festival ; else | knew that the liquid presented him was wine,
her action was that of officiousness and imperti- | but knew not whence it was, while the serve
nence,  Whatsoever he saith unto you, do | ants which drew the water knew whence it
it. ““If the holy mother,” says Dr, Gobin, “had | came, but apparently did not know by what
desired to give the world a perpetual admonition | power it had been transformed, Had tasted.
respeeting the Son, she could not have devised a | (See note on verse 8.) Called the bridegroom.
nobler command than this,” “ Whatsoever;” | Called across the table in sportive banter.
e saith 1 “To you ;” “ Do it "—the wholeof |  10. Every man at the beginning doth set
practical Christianity is in these four little | forth good wine. Ile means to say that that
phrases. Let us take them as our motto inlife. | is the general custom, Have well drunk,
6. There were set there six waterpots of | Have drunk freely. “When the palates of the
stone. The Jewish authorities prescribed stone ] guests have become less sensitive through indul-
waterpots to be used in the washing before and gence."—Vincent, Worse, Literally “ smaller **—
after meals, because they were less liable to lm-“ that is, weaker, Dr. Vincent instances the Eng-
purity,  The number six indicates the minute- | lish use of the word small beer, Thou hast
uess of an eyewitness. After the manner ol|| kept the good wine until now. “ This speech
the purifying of the Jews. To facilitate | of the governor of the feast is no doubt recorded
the purifications customary among the Jews, | by the evangelist as denoting his wonder at the
which the evangelist’s Gentile readers were not | event, not knowing the cause. But the words
familiar with. The extreme to which this pur.- |are often applied with a symbolical meaning, of
fying was carried is astonishing to us. In the | which they are capable, to the gifts of grace
Hebrew home, the Talmud tells us, the washing | bestowed by Christ, the last more precious than
of jugs and cups and bottles went on the whole | the first,”—(%urton,
day. Containing. ‘‘Having room for.” Tweo | 11. This beginning of miracles, ¢ This
or three firkins apiece. The firkin is a liquid | as abeginning of hissigns,” The turning of water
measure containing nearly nine gallons, into wine was not merely a prodigy, a wonder-
7. Jesussaith unto them, Fill the waters= | fu] thing, a power, it was distinctively a sign, a
pots with water, They had presumably been | mark of his power and grace and divine charac
emptied by the washings and purifications. | ter, and therefore it manifested forth his
They filled them up to the brim, Prompt | glory, Tlis disciples believed on him,
obedience, Literally ““ believed into him,” When they saw
8. Draw ont pow. In the original, “ Bail | this miracle their faith was greatly strengthened,
out.” - Canon Westuott thinks that the water that | Canon Westcott aptly says that the word con-
was changed into wine was not taken from the | veys the idea of the absolute transference of
vessels of purification, but the servants were | trust from oneself to another. We do not
bidden, after they had filled the vessels, to cnnJ read, however, of any permanent effect upon
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company to

that the ruler of the feast

tinue drawing from the well or spring. The | the anests,
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CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

A strange beginning, 1f men had been asked, |
“ How shall the Messiah inaugurate his work ? "
it is certain a program would have been sug-
gested very different from that adopted by Je- |
sus. Jerusalem, doubtless, would have been the :
place, and he would have been expeeted, in the |
sight of the chiefs of the nations, to pur[nrmi
such an overwhelming miracle as would have |
But instead |

|

carried conviction to every mind.
we find him at a little village in the interior of
Galilee, a simple guest at a wedding feast among
common people, and working such a miracie as
probably attracted the attention of but few even
of those who we

The universal wedding guest.  But this miracle
teaches ug that Jesus was infinitely more than a
mere “ wonder-worker.” He never said in wor
or by implication, *Come, now, behold, I w
work a miracle in your sight, that you may be
convinced of my divine power.” And when
people came to him and asked him to work such
wonders he refused to do so. Just as appar-
ently, unless the Sermon on the Mount be an ex-
certion, his teachings were never given in the
form of set addresses, but were drawn out from
him by the people who came to him j so his mir-
acles were responses to human needs, The
“moral *' purpose of his miracles was always
primary, the “logical” always secondory. So
certainly it was in this case at Cana. It was in-
tended to emphasize his sympathy with ordinary
human life, and especially to put his seal of ap-
proval upon the family life of the world, His
presence there and the miracle he wrought have
made him the Universal Wedding Guest. In
that stately and beautiful marriage ceremony
which has come to us from the English Church
marriage is referred to as ** an honorable estate,
instituted of God in the time of man’s innoceney,
signifying unto us the mystical union which ex
between Christ and his Church : which holy es-
tate Christ adorned and beautified by his pres-
ence and first miracle that he wrought in Cana
of Galilee.” And at every marriage where the
sanctities of home are appreciated the thought

re present.

|
|

rom purple grapes had been of his making.
Every vineyard to-day shows us his ordinary
method of turning water into wine. Just so
later, when he multiplied the loaves. The bread
grew in his hands. But it had grown in his
hands from the beginning. Never a loaf is now
broken to satisfy the hunger of men that is not
of his making. If the Master of matter, for a
special purpose, does *‘ quickly " what he ordi-
narily does “slowly,” need we be unbelieving ¥
Marn's noise, God’s silence. In the *‘machin-
77" of the process of this miracle, how much
as human, while in the *“power” of it, how

«
W

| wholly was it divine! There were, doubtless,

much labor and confusion in carrying those
more than one hundred gallons of water and
pouring it into the six waterpots of stone. But
no man saw or heard when that water was trans-
formed into wine. Man works noisily, God
works gilently, With what infinite clatter does
man sow, and reap, and grind, and with what
sublime silence does God do that without which
all of man’s noisy work would be in vain !

Man's best first, God’s best last. We can only
imagine the richness and perfection of the wine
which the servants bore to the ruler of the feast.
It was pure as the dew and the sunshine that
kissed the clusters that hung in the vineyards
upon the 8 n hillsides, sweet and harmless as
the milk of kine and the honey that dropped
from the rocks. What astonished the ruler was
that this incomparable wine was served at the
close instead of at the beginning of the fenst.
But in his surprise he spoke a larger truth than
he knew. In the kingdom of Christ this is the
established order—* the best things last.” God
works to climaxes, The soul's progress is
“from glory to glory.” The divine light in-
creaseth “ more and more unto the perfect day.”
The “miracles” of Christ illustrate this climatic
order. This *“beginning of miracles” was not
his greatest miracle. They rose from one range
of power and revelation of divine glory to an-
other. The great miracle was not at the begin-
ning but the close of his life. It is so also with

of Christ’s presence at that wedding will give
added sanctity and beauty,

The Master of matter. In the prelude to his
Gospel John says of Jesus, the divine Word,
that *‘all things were made by him, and without
him was not anything made that was made.”
Jesus was the Creator of matter, and the Master
of allits chemicai and vital processes. In mak-
ing this wine out of water he only did immedi-
ately what from the beginning he had done
slowly. All the wine that had ever been pressed

his “teachings  1lis greatest teachings were
|nol at the opening but at the end of his minis-
| try. The Sermon on the Mount, great as it is,
does not rise to the spiritual altitude of the dis-
course to the disciples on the night of the last
| supper. And the course to the principle is illus-
‘,trum\ in the progressive character of Christ’s
| kingdom in the world. Greater things were to fol-
! low his ascension, greater power, greater knowl-
edge. Christian faith looks forward ; its golden
age is not in the past, but in the future. God’s
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better wine is forever being brought in. On the
contrary, sin’s best is first, its worst last,

Divine trausmutation, Christ is the great trans-
muter of lower values into higher. At his touch
brass becomes gold, iron becomes silver, and
stones become iron (Isa. 60.17). Iis presence
and Spirit illumine, transfigure, transmute all
the commonplace of life into beauty and rich-
ness.  James Freeman Clarke has finely inter-
preted this spiritual element of this lesson in
verse :

** Gay mirth shall deepen into joy,
Earth’s hopes shall grow divine,

When Jesus visits us, to turn
Life's water into wine,

*The social talk, the evening fire,
The homely household shrine,

8hall glow with angels’ visits, when
The Lord pours out the wine.

“ For when self-seeking turns to love
Which knows not mine and thine,
The miracle again is wrought,

And water changed to wine.”
Thoughts for Young People,
Lessons from the First Miracle,

Lo We learn that the highest type of religion is
cheerfuly joyous, and social. 1f it was right for
Jesus to be present at a festive gathering, it is
right for his followers. “Ours is a Gospel of joy,
and not of gloom. (Verses 1, 2,)

2o We learn that it is our privilege to go to Jesus
with all owr needs, for common things as well as
great, for secular as well as spiritual. Jesus did
not rebuke his mother for telling him of the
need at the feast. We can freely tell our Saviour
all our troubles and our desires, and leave to his
Jjudgment the way of relief, (Verses 3-5.)

3o We learn that Christ transmutes the common
things of earth into the higher Ylessings of the Gospel
—water to wine, earth to heaven, men into
angels, Everything that Christ touches he puri-
fies and hallows, (Verses 6-8,)

4. We learn the abundance and riches of Christ's
bounty.  What he gives is given liberally, for he
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we can ask or think. 8o let us not fear to
ask latgely. (Verses 6-9.)

5 We learn that, while the worid gives its best Jirst
and its poorest afterward, Christ gives better than
carth’sbest now, and better still beyond. (Verse 10.)

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The Jews held marriage in high esteem. Rabbi
Phinehas says the law, the prophets, and the Holy

marriage proceed from God. In the case of
Rebekah we read “the thing proceedeth from
the Lord.” In the case of Samson * his father
and his mother knew not that it was of the Lord »’
when he wanted a special woman of the Philis-
tines for his wife. The Proverbs meant this
where we read *‘a prudent wife is from the Lord.”
The legend has been preserved which a modern
writer has incorporated in one of his works of
romance, which runs as follows : “ How long did
it take God to make the world 2 Rabbi J osébar
Chalafta said, *“8ix days.” “ What has God
been doing since that time ?* was asked, and the
Rabbi said : ** The ¢ Holy One’ has been sitting
in heaven arranging marriages.” The Talmud
contains the assertion that *“ if a man remain un-
married after the age of twenty, his life is a con-
stant transgression. The * Holy One,’ blessed be
he, waits until that period to see if one enters
the matrimonial state, and curses his bones if he
remain single,”

The information which is furnished in the Tal-
muds concerning marriage customs strongly con-
firms the Gospel references to the same, Moses
gave no directions which have come down to our
time concerning the ceremony to be observed in
marriage. The Talmuds show the three separate
stages, that of the engagement, of the betrothal,
and of the marriage, There might be enough
‘‘promises " of marriage to satisfy the modern
summer girl, all of which could be readily broken
at any time before ‘*‘betrothal,” properly so
called, Rabbi Simeon (Mishna Ta’anith) has the
following : “ There is no feast in Israel like that
of the 15th of Ab and of Cippur. On these two
days the young girls in Jerusalem, dressed in
white robes newly washed, go out to dance in the
vineyards. They lend each other their dresses,
80 that none may be put to shame by not having
a clean one, And what do they talk about?
Young man, look that thou choose well. B¢ not
ensnared by beauty, but rather consider vhat
the family is,"

Even when the father made an engagement
the young girl could break it off if she had
reached her majority. The betrothal was dis-
tinet from this ‘“engagement,” and lasted a
whole year. If she broke that, she might be
stoned to death. In the early history of the Ie-
brews the promise was given only by word of
mouth. Later it became the custom to sign
written contracts, The amount of dowry the
young man would give the bride’s father for her
was more controlling than the choice of the
young woman ; this was called * mohar.” When
the two families met he gave a gold ring or some
other valuable, or a written promise to marry

Scriptures all contain the idea that matches in

her, saying to her: “See by this ring [token]
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thou art set apart for me, according to the law
of Moses and of Isracl At some periods in
Jewish history the father was required to give the
bride a dowry, but the groom must give a larger
one. The least amount the father could give
was $8.50 and the groom’s must be £34 or more,
This, or most of it, is recited by Stapfer, and
has been verified in the Talmuds and Mishna by
the writer. Much more might have been (m-d
from the original sources. Stapfer's picture of |
the marriage ceremony itself is quite clear and
concise (Mulestine in the Time of Christ)., The
most solemn moment was when the bride entered
the house of the bridegroom, her new home.
“8he went out from her father’s house pe rfumed |
and adorned and with a crown on her head.”
As ghe went from one house to the other her hair
was “loose and floating,” and her face veiled.
Her relatives went in front and *‘ gcattered ears
of parched corn to the children,” When she |
reached the house matrons arranged the hair,
as to hide her locks under a thick veil; h('nu'

forth she was never to be seen in public uncov- |

ered. She was led under a canopy and placed at
her husband’s side, and words of benediction
were prononneed by both fathers or some im-
portant person. The wedding feast was presided
over by a person whom John calls in our transla- |
tion the “ruler of the feast.” e gave thanks
and pronounced the benedictions throughout the
feast. Among other parts of the ceremony he
blessed the wine. “It was good manners to
exalt the bride, often ascribing to her merits
which she by no means possessed. *Lovely,
gracious, blooming bride’ was heard on all
hands. Grave men danced before the groom
to do him honor. ..
ceremony at the marriage. The benediction of
relatives and friends was all that the newly mar-
ried pair received.” It is said that marriage was
celebrated with more decorum in Jerusalem than
in Galilee, but even there much hilarity was com-
mon. Some of the grave men seem to have been
expected to interrupt it when it became extrayv
gant. They do not seem to have made formally
any call or demand for order, but to have done
some act which would arrest the attention of the
company. The rabbis themselves are recorded
to have become so jovial on one occasion men-
tioned (Beracoth) the father of the groom broke
a vase worth £08 in the presence of the company
to moderate their transports,

It would not be well to convey the impression
that in all points the Jewish marriage ceremony
as we have written of it was the same among all
the races of the Orient. Substantially in many
respects there is marked similarity in most par-

ticulars, but in others there is just as notable |
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difference. Not in all of them do the bride and
groom have nothing to say in the ccremony,
For instance, in the Hindu marriage ceremony
we find that a part of the formula requires that
| the bride shall address the groom thus: “If you
[live happy, keep me happy also; if you be in
trouble, I will be in trouble too ; you must sup-
| port me, and must not leave me when-I suffer,
You must always keep me with you, and pardon
all my faults....You must have nothing to do
with any other woman while I live; you must
| consult me in all that you do,” ete. * Vishnoo,
fire, and the Brahmans are witn between you
.md me.,” To this the groom replies: “ I will all
| my lifetime do just as the bride requires of me
| | but she also must make me promises, S8he must
go with me through suffering and troubla ; and
: must always be obedient to me. ... When she sces
| another man in better cire umsmnc(~~ or more
beautiful than I am, she must not despise or
| slight me.” The bride prmm&oc “T will all my
lifetime do just as you require of me. Vishnoo,
fire, Bmhnmm, and all present are witnesses he-
tween us.”  This has much more the color of our
‘mmlmn church ritual, especially that of the
‘( ‘hurch of England, than the Jewish custom in
which neither party say anything during the
marriage ceremony.

By Way of Illustration.

The attractiveness of Jesus, One of the marked
features of Jesus’s . character was his personal
power to draw men to him, There was nothing
| repulsive about his piety. Children liked to be
with him ; people invited him to their weddings
| and feasts ; they came to him with their needs.
Some one has said that * Jesus never smiled.”
How does anyone know ¢ The word “smile” is
not in the Bible, and if the fact that it is not re-
corded of Jesus that he smiled proves that he did
not, the same reasoning would prove that no one
| smiled during the four thousand years of Bible
history. Although Jesus was bearing the sins of
the world, he was a cheerful companion and an
attiactive guest,—Select Notes,

Verse 4, Our Lord often tests us hy his manner
of receiving our statements of our trouble. Ile
| does not always show an instant readiness to
| supply our every need. That was the way he
did with the Syrophenician mother. There is
; a verse in Isaiah which I always connect with the
story of that mother: “For a small moment
| have 1 forsaken thee; but with great mercies
will 1 gather thee.” Then it is that we have an
opportunity to prove our loving trust in our
Saviour; and nothing is surer to gladden the
leart of Jesus than our faith in him.
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Verse b, Obedience,
see the reason fora large quantity of water, The
guests had all arrived, been purified, and were
sitting at the feast. But they did not dispute
the Lord’s commands by saying, “It is wine
they want, not water,” They carried out his in-
structions to the letter. Baron Rothschild and
the writer Balzac were excellent friends, Once
when Balzae was obliged to take a trip to Ger-
many aud was withont money he went to the
baron. The rich man gave him some money
and a letter of introduction to his nephew at

Vienna. Balzac, thinking the letter cold, formal, |

and not particularly complimentary, ignored the
wish of the baron and never took it to his
nephew.  Returning to Paris, Rothschild asked,
“Did you see my nephew "

plied coldly that he had kept the letter. T am

sorry for you,” said the baron, taking the de- |

spised epistle in his hand and pointing to a pe-
culiar hieroglyphic below the signature. “If you
had but given it to my nephew, it would haye
opened a eredit of twenty-five thousand francs
for you at the Vienna firm.” 0, how mueh we
niss when we follow our own Judgment instead
of our Lord’s “ whatsoever,”—1, ¢, Morrow,

The first mivacle was a type of' Christ’s inission,

The change of water into the luscious Juice of
the grape is the symbol of what Christ is doing
in the world. He turns sinners into saints, the
old wilderness of the world into a new paradise
of God, and the jaws of the sepulcher into an
outgoing gate.— Macdonald,
This was one of the two
creative miracles which Jesus wrought, It was
carly noticed by the fathers of the Church that
the two creative miracles of Jesus set forth the
materials for the Eucharist, First, he turns
water into wine, and after turns a few little fishes
and loaves into a great supply of bread for the
people,

Jesus at a wedding foast.  Without Christ's pres-
ence earth’s joys at their best and brightest are
like some fair landscape in shadow. When he |
comes to hallow them, as he always does when |
he is invited, they are like the same scene when |
the sun blazes out on it, flashes from every bend '
of the rippling river, brings beauty into shady
corners, opens the flowers, and sets all the birds ‘
singing in the sky. Joys on which he can let the |
sunshine of his smile fall will be bettered and
prolonged thereby ; joys on which he cannot are
not for his servants to meddle with.— MeLaren,

A ereative miracle,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
Jesus is our human friend as truly as he is our
divine Saviour. He cares about all that inter-
ests us: there is not a joy nor a sorrow in which
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he does not share. We are apt to think the
spiritual life must be lived apart from the naturul
| life ; that religion is one thing, daily living and
thiuking quite another. We expect to find the
Lord present in a prayer meeting, but never
| think of him as going with us to a feast and
sharing our pleasures with us, And that is the
| reason our social enjoyments too often separate
‘ us from him.  Both Jesus and his disciples were
[ called to this feast, There are times when his
disciples are called where Jesus could not be in-
cluded in the invitation, On such occasions
surely his disciples should refuse to go, But
| there are social festivities in which he loves to
ningle with his friends, If you ask me where
You may go or may not go, as a Christian I an-
swer, you may go anywhere with Jesus, nowhere
| without him, You can readily know whether or
not he goes with you, by your own consciousness
of his approval or the loss of it, if you speak 1o
him about it with an honest heart.
| At this feast it is said Jesus manifested forth
his glory. The glory of our blessed Master is
his service for humanity for love’s sake. “Iam
among you as one that serveth  was the testi-
mony of his life. He came from heaven, “ not
to be ministered unto, but to minister,” and he
began to show forth the glory of his great love
by a miracle proving his sympathetic interest in
this occasion of family festivity., His glory is
his perfect oneness with humanity in all that
pertains to our good and to our happiness, IHis
disciples might have thought the supply of re-
freshment at a wedding feast a small oceasion
for the display of his divine power ; some great
case of healing or casting out of devils would
seem more fitting,  But no ; thic was an occa-
sion in accord with his mission ; he identified
himself in the beginning of his public ministry
with the everyday interests of men and women.

|

| His mother, who had pondered in her heart,

through the years, her wonderful Son, told him
the difficulty they were in. She knew it might
be left with him to manage, so she said to the
servants, “ Whatsoever he saith to you, do it.”
He gave the command, “Fill the waterpots with
water,” and to the full measure they obeyed ;
“they filled them up to the brim.” It was a
simple thing to do, but surprising results fol-
lowed. Men saw only the water put in, the wine
drawn ont, It is always so when we obey the
Lord Jesus. e bids us do certain things which
seem to us useless, unreasonable. He says,
‘“Believe in me,” and if we obey, he works the
miracle of a changed heart within us, He says,
“Do this work for me,” and if we obey, he
changes the water of our weak endeavor to the
wine of rich success,
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The Teachers’ Meeting.
Begin by drawing a map showing Galilee, the
Sea of Galilee, the Jordan, and the Dead Sea.
Locate Bethabara and begin there as a starting

point. Trace the journey of Jesus to Cana, tak- J‘

ing, perhaps, Nazaret!: on the way....Who were
with him at Cana? J.,J., A,, P., P,, N.....Pre-
sent the story, bringing it out from the
Show the oriental customs of reclining at sup
per, marriage feasts, washing, etc..... Do not
permit a long discussion on the wine question,
Show that whether the wine then made was * fer-
mented ”’ or “unfermented ” is of very slight ac-
count, for the ordinary wines of that time were
less intoxicating than those of the present, and
infinitely less than the drugged liquors now in
use, If Christ made weak wine, we have no war-
rant for drinking strong whisky....Present the
pects of Christ in the lesson....Show espe-
cially “the glory of Christ” in this event....
How may we be like Christ as here shown? By
gentleness, kindness, helpfulness, submiss
living for others.

orfl AL

O for a thousand tongues to sing.
C'ome, let us join our cheerful song.
Take the name of Jesns with you,
What a Friend we have in Jesus,
Called to the feast.

Jn sus, only Jesus,
80 sweet to trust in Jesus,
Tell it to Jesus.
Go tell it to Jesus,
Lord, we come in faith believing,

Library References.
CANA OF GALILEE AND THE MIRACLE THERE.
—Andrews, Life of Our Lord, pages 148-151.
Burton, Gleanings in the Gospels, page 47,  Geikie,

R. [Jan. 22,

New Testament Hours, vol, i, page 213, Ellicott,
Life of Christ, page 117, Farrar, Life of Christ,
vol. i, page 160. Abbott, Jesus of Nazarcth, pages
104, 106. See also works on the miracles, partic-
nlarly Trench.

MARRIAGE CrsTOMS IN THE TIME OF CHRIST, —
Edersheim, Life and Zimes of Jesus (index). Geikie,
Life and Words of Christ. Ellicott, Life.of Christ,
page 118, note. Tristram, Easter Customs in Bible
Lands

—The Temperance Bible Commentary, pages

Furn\n\ s HIaNDBOOK : Ver., 6, Thv firkin, 792.
Ver. 8, The governor of the feast, 79i

Blackboard

As yet Christ had worked no public miracle to
evince his divine authority. The urgent need of
the entertainers at the marriage feast afforded
opportunity for *‘ showing a sign,” and he turns
the water into wine, Jesus should be welcomed
at all times and places as a guest and invited to
share our enjoyments, Not alone will he honor
us by his presence, but he is ready to supply our
wants, for when we take him into our joys he will
not leave us in oursorrows. If we seek his com-
pany, God will with him freely give us all things
(Rom, 8, 32).

LESSON IV, CHRIST AND NICODEMUS.,

[Jan, 22.

GOLDEN TEXT. For God so loved the world. that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 8. 16,

AuTHORIZED VERSION,
[Study verses 1-21.
John 3. 1-16.

Compare 2 Cor.
[Commit to memory verses 14-16.)

1 There was a man of the Phar'i-sees, named | -
| 2 him, Rabsbi, we know that thou art a teacher

Nic-o-de'mus, a ruler of the Jews :

2. The same came to Je'sus by night, and said | ‘
unto him, Rab'bi, we know that thou art a teach-
er come from God : for no man can do these |

5. 17-21] |

REVISED VERSION,
1 Now there was a man of the Phar'i-sees,
named Nic-o-de'mus, a ruler of the Jews : the
same came unto him by night, and said to

come from God: for no man can do these
signs that thou doest, except God be with
3 him. Jefsus answered and said unto him,
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miracles that thou doest, except God be with
him.

3 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,

4 Nic-o-de'mus saith unto him, How can a man
be born when he is old # can he enter the second
time into his mother’s womb, and be born ¥

5 Jesus answered Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh ; and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be
born again,

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, add thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whitherit goeth: sois ev-
ery one that is born of the Spirit,

9 Nic-o-de'mus answered and said unto him,
How can these things be ¢

10 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Art
thou a master of Is'ra-el, and knowest not these
things ?

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that
we do know, and testify that we have seen ; and
ye receive not our witness,

12 If 1 bave told you earthly things, and ye
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of
heavenly things ¢

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven,
but he that came down from heaven, even the
Son of man which is in heaven,
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Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man

be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of

4 God. Nic-o-defmus saith unto him, How can
aman be born when he is old ¢ can he enter

a second time into his mother’s womb, and be

5 born ? Jefsus answered, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king-

6 dom of God. That which is born of the flesh
is flesh ; and that which is born of the Spirit

7 isspirit. Marvel not that [ say unto thee, Ye
8 must be born anew. The wind bloweth where
it listeth, and thou hearest the voice thereof,
but knowest not whence it cometh, andwhither

it goeth : so is every one that is born of the

9 Spirit.  Nic-o-de’mus answered and said unto
10 him, How can these things be? Jefsus an-
swered and said unto him, Art thou the teach-

er of Isfra-el, and understandest not these

11 things? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We
speak that we do know, and bear witness of
that we have seen; and ye receive not our
12 witness, If I told you earthly things, and ye
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you
13 heavenly things? Andno man hath ascended
into heaven, but he that descended out of

14 And as Mo'ses lifted up the serpent in the |
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted

up :

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not |
perish, but have eternal life,

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
II{; him should not perish, but have everlasting

e.

heaven, even the Son of man, which is in
14 heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
15 man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth
16 may in him have eternal life, For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth on him

should not perish, but have eternal life,

Time.—A. D, 27 or 28, Place.—Jerusalem. |
Rulers,—Herod in Galilee ; Pilate in Judea,

Home Readings,

M. Christ and Nicodemus, John 3. 1-13.
Tw. Christ and Nicodemus, John 3. 14-21,
W. A new creature. 2 Cor, 5. 14-21.

Th. Bornagain, 1 Pet. 1. 15-25,
F.  The brazen serpent. Num. 21, 4-9,
5. The love of God, 1John 4.7-14,
8. Mighty love. Rom. 8, 31-39.

Lesson Hymns.

No. 110, NBw Canadian Hymnal,
I heart@hy welcome voice,

Thafealls me, Lord, to thee.
No. 418, Nl Canadian Hymnal,
NeareQ0 God, to thee!
Hearlhou my prayer.
No. 421, N Canadian Hymnal,
Jesus i nderly calling the home—
Callin, -day, calling to-day.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS,

1. The New Birth : Its Necessity, v, 1-7,
To what Jewish sect did Nicodemus belong #
Of what official body was he a member ¥
Why may he have come by night to Jesus »
What did he recognize in him ¢ Verse 2,
Why was he sure that God was with Jesus ¢
What did our Lord say concerning entrance
into the kingdom of God ?
What is the kingdom of God ¢
What is it to be born again ?
Mave you been born again ¥
What question did Nicodemus ask Jesus ¢
What is the meaning of ** Verily, verily 9"
How can a man be “ horn of water ¥ !
How can a man be “born of the Spirit 2 »
Is it necessary for a Christian to belong to the

visible Church of Christ ?

What did Jesus say we could know and could

not know about the wind ¢

What does he imply that we can know and

cannot know about the Spirit ?
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2. The New Birth : Its Mystery, v. 8-12.
Did Nicodemus understand Jesus ?
By what question did Jesus reprove Nicode-
nus?
How does Jesus say he had thus far spoken
and testitied ?
How had histeaching thus far been received ?
What reason did he give by implication for
limiting his teaching ¥
3. The New Birth : Its Source, v. 13-16,
Who is * He that came down from heaven ? '
How could the Son of man be in heaven while
. onearth ?

fell why * Moses lifted up the serpent in the |

wilderness

Who must now be lifted up as an object for
the world’s faith ¥

What have those who believe on the Son of
man ?

How has God always reg
sinners ?

How did Jesus afterward define God ?

How far does Jesus say God loved the world ?

rded this world of

Teachings of the Lesson.

Where does this lesson intimate—

1. That Jesus worked his miracles as signs of
his divine mission ?

2. That God requires us publiely to confess his
name ?

3. That spiritual truths need spiritual discern-
nient,

4. That the mysteries of the Christian religion
cannot be explained ?

5. That God loves and secks to save every-
one?
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

SCHOLARS.

I. The New Birth : Its Necessity, v, 1-7.

What ruler is here named, and of what sect
was he?

What visit by night did he make ?

What did he say that he knew ?

How only can one see the kingdom of God ?

What says Paul about the change in this new
birth ¢ 2 Cor. 5. 17,

How did demus answer Jesus ?

What two kinds of birth did Jesus contrast ?
Verse 6.

About what did he tell Nicodemus not to mar-
yel ?
2. The New Birth : Its Mystery, v. 8-12.

In what way is the wind like the new birth ?

What question did Nicodemus ask ?

What question did Jesus ask him ?

What did he say of his own ntterance ?

What about earthly and heavenly things ?

|
|

3. The New Birth: Its Source, v, 1}-16.
| Who only has ascended to heaven ?
Who is this *“8on of man ?”
What act of Moses was a propheey of Chivist ?
Why was the Son of man lifted up ¥
| What moved God to give his only
GoLpexN TexT.

sSon?

e
| 2
| Where in this lesson are we taught

wetical Teachings,

1 1. That we must be born again ?

| 2. That the new birth is God’s work ?

l 3. The measure of God’s love for the world ?
’

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Who was Nicodemus ?
|  What did a Pharisce think ?
works would save him,

That his good

What only can save a man? Paith in
Jesus.
1 When did Nicodemus go to Jesus ?
Why did he not go in the daytime ?
What did he think of Jesus? Verse 2.

What strange things did Jesus tell him ?
| What did he mean by being “born again ?
| Having a new heart and a new inner life,
| What had God said long before this ?
| What does the old heart loxe? The things
that please self,
1 What does the new heart love?
that please God,
| How can we be “horn again? Only by
letting the Spirit of God come into onr
hearts.
| What wonderful picture of faith
long before ?

Who has been “lifted up ”* for our salvation ?

The things

”

wus given

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. What did Jesus v to Nicodemus ?
cept aman be born again he cannot ¢
kingdom of God.

2. How did he say a man must be born again?
Of water and of the Spirit.

3. Like what did Jesus say is the working of
the Spirit? Like the wind, that bloweth
where it listeth,

4. To what did Jesus compare his own death
for mankind? To Moses’s lifting up the ser-
pent in the wilderness.

5. What is the GoLpex TExT?
! s0 loved,” etc.

Ex=
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“For God
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i“. What are our duties,
Cur duties to onr g

hunour to rulers; to g

in the fear of God
tw contribute o

ECHISW,
our country ?

itry are to render due |
Serve the laws of the land | the things which
to support their authority ; | things that aregla’s.
Just shae to the expense of

I‘ government ; to promote i public well-being ; and
| to excercise our franchig@for the public good.

Matthew xxii. 21 ender therefore unto Ceesar
e Cemsar's; and unto God the

Romans xij

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
What Christ is and What He Brings.

I. \ TeacHER BRINGING TRUTH,
A teacher come from God, v, 2,
I will raise....a Prophet, Deut, 18, 18,
Spoken unto us by his Son, 1
I1. A WoRKER BRINGING MIRACLI
These miracles that thow doest, v, 2.
Miracles....God did by him, Aets, 2. 22,
Went ubout doing good.  Acts 10, 35,
111, A REVEALER BRINGING KNOWLEDGE,
4t man be born again, v, 3,

Not of blood....but of God. John 1. 13,
By the word of God. 1 Pet, 1. 23,
| IV A BACRIFICE BRINGING RELEMPTION,
Sowaof man. .. lifted up. v, 14,
Redeemed. ... precious blood. 1 Pet, 1. 18, 19,
! Lifted up....draw all men. John 12, 82.
V. Tue 8oN Brixcing LiFk,
God so loved the world, v, 16,
Spared not his own Son. Rom., 8, 82,
| Heirs....of eternal life. Tit. 3. 7.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

From Cana Jesus went to Capernaum, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, Tis mother and * breth-
ren ™ accompanied him, and also the little band of followers, most of whom lived near by, They
remained there but a few days, and then Jesus journeyed to Jerusalem with the throng of pilgrims
to celebrate the feast of the passover, He entered the temple, and found its outer courts resound-
ing with the noise of trade, beasts and birds for sacrifice being sold, and the tables of the money

changers standing on every side.

With the authority of a prince in his father’

house he broke in

upon the confusion, drove out the buyers and the sellers, and made the Gentiles' court, at least for
a time, as holy as the inner halis.  But his act aroused against him the bitterest enmity from the

classes having an interest in the profanation of the temple—priests whose perquisit

s he had inter-

fered with, seribes whose shortcomings he had exposed, and merchants whose wicked gains he had
stopped.  All interests combined against him, and believers in him were few. His miracles awak-

ened cariosity, but failed to inspire a true faith,

Among the ruling class

s there were, however, a

few who were aroused to interest.  One of these was Nicodemus, a man timid by nature and slow

in spiritnal perception, but bea

ng in his heart the germs of a faith which should one day blossom

out in noblest confession,  This man came to Jesus by night, and received from the great Teacher
the revelation of one of the cardinal doctrines of the Gospel, that of the new birth by faith in Christ.

Verse 1. There was a man. Godet, and
following him Dr. M. R. Vincent, observe the
close connection between this verse and the last
word of the previous chapter: “ Many believed
in Jesus, but Jesus did not commit himself unto
them, beeause he knew all men, and needed not
that any should téstify of man : for he knew what
inman.”  Nicodemus is a convenient speci-
men of the race of mankind which Jesus knew go
Well. Of the Pharisees. A party which un-
dertook to fulfill the law of Moses to the letter,
and too often neglected its spirit, Nicos
demuss There are slight descriptive touches
of this man in the Talmud which mention his
cnormous wealth when Titus began the siege of
deruzalem, and the abject poverty to which his
family was afterward reduced. His later career
shows a firmness which is not at all inconsistent

| with the inquiring spirit manifested in this les-
[son. A raler of the Jews., Ie appears to
| have been a member of the great council, or San-
| hedrin. (See John 7. 50.) Assuch he was an au-
thorized teacher of the law, a master in Israel
(verse 10), and possessed of certain Jjudicial
| power,

2. Came to Jesus by nights Fearing to
compromise his own dignity and possibly safety.
Jewish superstition kept men home at night, A
| guest, which Jesus was in Jerusalem, would be
| given the ‘““upper room,"” which was nearly al-
1 ways approached by an outside stairease, so that

a visit could be paid to him in secrecy. It is
[ pleasant to note that Nicodemus was one of those
who out of weakness was made strong. We find
him afterward pleading a little more boldly in
the council in our Lord’s behalf (John 7. 51), and
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then, like a confirmed disciple, assisting, with
Joseph of Arimathea, to give the body of Jesus

an honorable and costly burial (John 19, 39). |

Rabbi. ‘“Master.” It would be of great in-
terest if we could ascertain by what means Jesus
came by this title. It was, us we have seen in a
recent lesson, a very new title, unknown before
the days of our Lord, and one (Matt, 23. 7) of
Which Jesus did not approve. We know.
Nicodemus seems to intimate that other mem-
bers of the council shared his conviction, which
was based on our Lord’s miracles. Thou art
a teacher come from God. “Thou art come
from God as teacher.” It is from God that thou
hast come,

3. Answered and said. This
often used in reply to an objection or criticism,
or to something present in another’s mind, and
not simply in direct reply to another’s address.
Verily, verily, Amen, amen. An IHebraic
phrase of emphasis, Except a man be born
againe In the margin it is * born from above.”
(Compare John 1. 13.) Our Lord begins his dis-
course by imparting to this inquirer this first and
fundamental truth, that if we would enterinto the

phrase is

kingdom of God, we must be born again. Fur[

to be born again is to be quickened by God's
Holy Spirit to new hopes, new desires, new affec-
tions, and “to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge.” He cannot see. Until
the nature of man is correspondent with the di-
vine order spiritual things cannot be appre-
hended. Nicodemus had supposed that the king-
dom of God was a new imperial state; Christ
would have him understand that it was a spiritual
empire, wherein citizenship was to come through
renewed human nature,

4. How can a man be born when he is
old? Or,‘“anaged man,” far advanced in years,
©3 probably Nicodemus was. Second time,
As Godet remarks, * Nicodemus does not under-
stand the difference between a second beginning
and a different beginning. Ie looks at the sub-
Jject from the secular side,”

5. Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit. Of the water in holy
baptism, as the outward sign; of the Holy
Spirit, as the effectual cause (Mark 16, 16:
Acts 2, 88; Tit. 3. 5). Enter into. Become
partaker of,

6. The flesh. Used in something like the sense
in which we use human nature—that which is born
under the conditions of this life. Kind begets
kind. That which is born of the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit of God. The beginning of life

in the earthly economy is of an earthly sort, but
the life that begins amid heavenly conditions is
instinet with heaven,

To enter the supreme

[Jan. 22,

|
kingdom one must become partaker of the
supreme nature,

7. Ye must be born agnin. Even ye, Isra-
elites, and Pharisees, and members of the Sanhe-

T'he wind bloweth. (Compare Eccles, 11,
5.) *“Asin the natural world everyone is sensible
of the power of the wind, its unchecked freedom,
its diffusion everywhere, hearing the sound, and
seeing the effect of its gentler or stronger force,
80 in the spiritual world we may well believe
that the grace of the IToly Spirit works unseen,
breathing often imperceptibly upon the soul, and
in ways which we cannot sensibly feel or distin-
guish (1 Cor. 2, 11); but it is discerned by its ef-
fects.”—Churton. Thon hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it
cometh, and whither it goeth, “The possi-
bility that this illustration would not be applica-
ble to a modern scientist does not lessen its for
and beauty.”—Gobin, So is every one that is
born of the Spirits As you see the effect of the
wind, though you cannot sce the wind, so you
have visible evidence of the power of the Spirit's
invisible influence,

10. Art thou a master of Israel. The
i words in the original may mean, “ Art thou the

famous master?” Knowest not. Better, as
the Revised Version, *‘understandest not.”

! 11. I say unto thee., “P}"to “thee;” lov-
ing, earnest, intense. We speak that we do
know. ‘“What we have seen and heard with
confidence we tell.” Ye receive not our wite
ness, The Jewish elders as a Body had rejected
Christ, but our Lord insists that the new birth
imparts a new vision. Ile that is born of the
water and of the Spirit sees the kingdom of God.

12. Earthly things . . , heavenly things ?
By earthly things, or * things that are done on
earth,”” we must understand the grace of the new
birth. If ye, Jews, believe not these things when
they are declared to you, how will ye believe
those higher mysteries concerning my heavenly
nature ?

13. And no man hath ascended. “ \Nico-
demus had begun this conference by saying,
*We know that thou art a teacher come from
| God.” Our Lord here tells him that he was more
| than this, that he was come from God to dwell
} with men as ‘the Son of man,’ but was still in
1‘ the power of his Godhead united with his Father
"ln heaven.” As the Son of God, he alone had

perfect knowledge of heavenly things,”--
Churton,

14. As Moses lifted up the serpent
(Num. 21. 9). The brazen serpent was a type of
Christ, in that those who looked upon it were
delivered from temporal death : so they who look
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with faith upon Christ crucified are saved from
cternal death,

16. God so loved the world. (Compare
Rom. 8. 20and 8,821 John 4. 9.) Most of what our

CRITICAL AND HO

A distinguished visitor.  Nicodemus was prob-
ably the most distinguished man who ever called
on Christ,  As a Pharisee he belonged to the or-
thodox and most respectable class, As a ruler
of the Jews he was a member of the great San-
hedring which consisted of seventy-one members,
the legislative and judicial body of the nation,
the Jewish Parliament and supreme court com-
bined. It required the highest qualifications to
become a member of this august body, If de-
grees such as are conferred now had been recog-
nized then, Nicodemus would have been both
D.D. and LL.D., and had there been learned so-
cieties then as now, he would have been a * Fel
low " in the most royal of them all. Moreover
he was rich, for wealth was another qualification
for membership in the Sanhedrin, and tradition
has it that he was the wealthiest man in Jerusa-
lem. Buch was the man who came to Jesus by
night—senator, supreme judge, man of opulent
learning, millionaire,

A four-square™ man,  After popular clamor
and excitement subside people turn to a few
well-balanced, self-possesséd, thoughtful men to
ask what they think. Nicodemus was a man of

Lord had said was in harmony with the general
teachings of the Pharisees; but here was an cn-
largement of view which a strict member of the
sect would shrink from,

MILETICAL NOTES.

ing and make necessary the reconstruction of
his life and character,
Not @ coward, The fact that Nicodemus came
| to Jesus by night is not to be set down to cow-
ardice, Ie came by night because in private he
hoped to have better opportunity for asking the
‘quusliuns which were in his heart. His subse-
| quent history does not reveal him to us as a cow-
(ard.  There are but two other references to him
| in the gospels, and they both reveal him as a
man of strength and courage. Study him in the
‘]iuht of the incident recorded in John 7. 45-53.
| Tt is 80 easy to “say nothing,” to draw ourselves
down a little closer in our chairs and keep still,
Nicodemus could have kept still and let the tide
) of hatred and prejudice among his fellow-rulers
have its way. But, not unlikely, the memory of
that night conversation came back to him and
; the searching voice of the great Teacher sounded
inhis ears. And so he rose and asked, “ Doth
our law judge any man before it hear him and
| know what he doeth #” A “ coward " would not
| have asked that question under those circum-
‘ stances,
The third and last view we get of Nicodemus is

this four-square kKind. We can casily imagine lin connection with the tragedy of Calvary. Dur-
him standing in the crowd that surrounded  ing that awful afternoon, when all but a few of
Chrigt as he taught and wrought miracles in the " Christ’s friends had fled, two men took counsel
temple area—his keen gray eyes looking out together and determined to do a brave and beau-
from under heavy eyebrows, his face grave and | tiful thing, One of these men was Joseph of

calm and thoughtful. Ie was profoundly im-
pressed.  Clearly this Galilean teacher and mir-
acle-worker was no ordinary man, God was
manifestly with him. But who was he, and what
could be his mission? Nicodemus was too ear-
nest a man to dismiss so weighty a matter, Ie
would seek a personal interview with the Prophet
himself. And so, as the stars came out, he
passed out through the city gate, down into the
valley of Jehoshaphat, over the brook Kedron,
up the steep ascent of the Mount of Olives, to
the place where he had learned that Jesus would
pass the night. And there at last the proud
Pharisee, the honored ruler, the eminent scholar,
the man of great wealth, looked into the face of
the peasant Prophet. It was a fateful hour for

Nicodemus ! When he should reenter the city's
gate that night he would carry in his heart such
a weight of new and vital truth as would revolu-
tionize the whole system of his previous think-

| Arimathea and the other was Nicodemus. They
’ requested of Pilate the body of Jesus, and in the
(sud silence which closed a day of unutterable
! agony they tenderly took down the pitiful, man-
| gled body from the cross and reverently bore it
| away to the new-made sepulcher, This they did
|in the sight of their fellow-rulers who had so re-
lentlessly persecuted Jesus and put him to death,
That was not the act of a coward. And this is
J the last sight we get of Nicodemus. But it
means much if in the last sight we have of a
man his face is turned in the right direction. 8o
Nicodemus went out of sacred history bearing
the body of the crucified Christ to loving burial,
and we may expect to find him among those
whom Christ shall raise up at the last day.

Great germinal truth in deep soil. Christ took
the measure of Nicodemus’s soul and saw that
it was deep enough to give growing room for a
great truth. 8o he put into the receptive soil of
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|
Hhis mind the germinal idea of spiritual birth, It | a baptism (accompanivd wi umeision and

‘was a truth not so much to be mastered by Nico- | sacrifice), which wus regarded as his new birth,
«demus as one that should master him, It was | his naturalization into a new and higher race.
given him as a doctrine that should haunt his| And il the proselyte had children, they
deepest thought and ultimately transform his | baptized with him as *“littl proselyte
whaole conception of the kingdom of God. * Ye | (on Ephesians), But deeper than this lay the
must be begotten fromabove ! " asreally | Jewish coneeption of salvation by works, Every
what Christ said, for the Greek word translated | good work, whether of obedience or merey,
““born™ is from the active verb gennao,' esty

were

—(lore

ished a certain degree of merit with God ;
which means to “beget,” and not the passive  every evil work was a demerit, and man’s salva-
werh tikio, to be*“ born :

and the word trans- tion depended on having more ** merits
lated ain " is anothen, and means *from ‘*demerits,”
above,” and not a ** second time ierely,  That his merit markings, and refused graduation for
is the law of all life—nothing y s up into any | ** demerits The balancing of “merits " and
realm of life except as vitalizing power from  “ demerits ” was made daily,  The results could
above comes down upon it in quickening trans- not, however, be known to the individual, and
formation. 8o the ooze and muck at the bottom  this ercated uncasiness, "
©f the pond is born upward into the white ra- of vic

than
radnated on

bt

as a scholar might e

lay this the doctrine
fious righteousness of the patriarchs and
«dianey of the water lily ; so coarse and common | saints of Israel was develd ped not later than the
matter is begotten from above into the flashi Christian era. A man eould therefore summon
beauty of the humming bird ! A great myste to his aid the “ merits * of the fathers who had a
8o Nicodemus felt, and said, hopelessly, “ ITow surplus of “ merits ' to connterbalance his own
can these things be?” But all life is a fathom- | demerits.” There was in this
less mystery, and, as Jesu

substitution,
'‘minded Nicodemus, | but not forgiveness : it was only payment in full,
every wind that blows comes from desert plains | Giod not caring by whoni, g0 long as all the debt

of mystery. was paid. Mr. R. 1. Charles treats of this in his

discussion of the “* Apocalypse of Baruch,” Thus
came the notion that the good works of righteons-
| ness were laid up as atreatsury of merits, and
1o From Nichodemus's standpoint. A Galilean | * Have we not Abraham to sur father?® came
mechanie, bred far outside the schools, and yet to mean more than a blood relationship, If
somehow, to an unprecedented degree, the ex- Nicodemus had these notions, it will be seen how
ponent of God’s truth, difficult it was for him to conceive what Jesus
2. From his disciples’ standpoint. A brilliant meant by being “ born again.”  Tle was not out-
young leader who started his work where John | side the pale: he was a full-blooded Jew. Why
the Baptist stopped his work, and who might be should he need anything more than was
expected to seat himself on the throne of his vided for him in the “ merits " of the patr
father David and reward each of his disciples to make up his “merits*
liberally. Gentiles were incapable of ¢
From the average Jowish ecelesiastic's stand- | the world was created on aceount of Isracl,
point. A contemptible peasant, ignored as long a
they could afford to ignore him, and when popu- |
larity made that impossible, persecuted and killed, |
4. We know him to have been in very deed| The new bivth. Man by ure is as dead and
the Son of man and consummate flower of hu- | incapable of seeing and entering into the king-
manity, the greatest and best human being who = dom of God, or into livine communion with God,
ever lived.  We know him to have been, also, in | until he is born ¢
literal truth the God of glory, the one human | is incapable of seeing and enjoying the material
being of whom it could be truthfully said, “In | ereation. God was revealed to us by the incarna-
him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead | tion of Jesus, and he is revealed in us by the new
bodily.” His teachings on this vital point of | birth,
theology are, therefore, to us authoritative and | The Wowing of the wind, We hear the wind as
final. the waves of the sea are tossed and the trees of

Thoughts for Young People,
Characteristics of the Young Rabbi,

By Way of Illustration.

in, as a hlind and deaf person

) ) | the forest are bowed, There is no power of mo-
Orientalisms of the Lesson. [ tion in water or in trees themse Ives. Those ef-

The son of Jewish parents was born a member | fects are produced by an invisible agent, which
of the chosen people. But a proselyte was—cer- | comes and goes by laws of its own. 8o with
tainly before our Lord’s time--made a Jew with everyone who is born of the Spirit. Electricity,
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magnetism, oxygen, show how the mightiest !
agencies are above the reach of our senses,—
Whedon.

God’s love. A preacher went into a coal mine |
to tell the news of God's love to lost sinners,
he was returning to the shaft to ascend the fore-
man said, 1 cannot believe in your religion, It's
too cheap.” The preacher, seeming not to notice
the objection, asked, = How do I get out of this
place ¥ “Simply by getting into the cage.” * And
doesit take long toget to the top?" -+ Only a few
seconds.” * Don’t I need to help raise myself ¥
“Of course not, you have nothing to do but get
into the cage.” ** But what about the people who
sunk the shaft  Was there much labor or expense
about it?"  “Indeed, yes: the shaft is eighteen
hundred feet deep, and it was sunk at a great
cost to the proprictor.”  “And when God's
word tells you that whosoever believeth on the
Son of God hath everlasting life you say, ‘It's
too cheap !* forgetting that God’s work to bring
you out of the pit of destruction was accom-
plished at a vast cost, the giving of his own Son,”

Verse 16, Luther called this verse “the little
Bible.” Tt is suid to be the best thing ever put
into human speech.  On the tiny retina of the
eye is pictured a wide-extended landscape in its
minutest details, mountains, rivers, forests,
fields, cities, villages, 8o the whele Bible, the
whole Gospel, the whole scheme of redemption,
is condensed into the few words of this verse, |

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

I wish this lesson might be for my class, as it
was for Nicodemus, a talk with Jesus, He did |
not argue with this inquiring soul, He said dis-
tinetly, “Ye must be born again,”  “ Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the the king
domof God,” There is surely no place for con-
troversy over a truth so emphatically declared by
the Lord himseil.  The great question, then, for
us is, Have 1 been horn of the Spirit ¥ You know
‘You have had a natural birth because you live

¢ You can remwember nothing about the
time, place, or circumstances, but you know
there was a day when you began to live be-
cause you have now the faculties and senses
of a living being, You see, hear, feel, think,
Of course yon are alive, Somewhat the same it
is in spiritual birth. Some persons cannot
tell the happy day when the experience began ;
others can tell just when and where it took
place. But we all can tell whether or not we
live now by the spiritual senses through which
we see, hear, and feel spiritual things, If you

care to please God: if you hate sin and love
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goodness @ if you chouse Christian companion-
ship rather than the worldly and sinful, these are
signs that you live spiritually, for these are not
the choices of the natural heart. But there is
clear and definite experience of the new birti, tos
which thousands of people give testimony and.
which brings great joy to the heart. It is com-
ing out of darkness into light ; becoming con-
sciously a new creature in Christ Jesus, It is my
unhappy, sintul self falling into gricvous ways
which fill me with shame ; my old self, withe
blind eyes, hearing about the kingdom of God,.
but never *seeing ™ it ; iy buffled, disheartened,
captive self changed into a new ereature, with
sing forgiven and remembered no more forever =
eyes opened to see and power to enter into alk
the blessings of the kingdom ; with quicKened
facultics of brain and heart, like a butterfly
breaking from its chrysalis to gather sweets frony
every flower ; like a bird set free to use its wings
for flying high, How can these things be ¥’
Jesus answers, ¢ Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of mars
be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in hime

| might not perish, but lave everlasting life.”

These things can be this way, and no other
way. If I should try forever to explain how one
can become a new creature, I could 84y No more
than this—it is for * whosoever now believeth.”
The bitten Israclite was healed by a look at the
brazen serpent.  The sinful soul is saved by a

|lnuk at the Lord Jesus, Remember, it is not a

choice ; it is a necessity., “Ye must be borm
again,”

The Teachers' Meeting.

Pay proper attention to date, place, ete, This
lesson contains Christ’s statement of the * doc-
trine of conversion” (the new birth), and it is
the privilege of the teacher to strip from that
doctrine the false mystery with which it has beere
too often enrobed. We will glance first at the
learner, then at the lesson.. .. 1, The learner: (1}
A good man, well versed in Seripture and cor-
rect in theology ; (2) A man whose spiritnal na
ture was totally blind; (3) A sincere though
probably a timid inquirer after truth....I1. The
lesson,  We are to learn the truth from Jesus
to-day, not from any theological school of earth:
and it would be well to study this lesson as
fresh investigators, as nearly as possible in the
temper in which we would approach it if we had
never before heard its precious traths: (1 A
man must experience a spiritual change so radi-
cal that it is not to be compared to any other
human experience but that of beginning life ; (2
This change must be performed by God and evi-
denced by an open confession (verse 5); (3) The
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result of this change is citizenship in God’s
kingdom, the spiritual nature of which kingdom
Christ’s whole public life was spent in explain-
ing; (4) There is no use trying to philosophically
explain this change, it is beyond human compre-
hension (verse 8); (5) This change is made pos-
sible only by the atonement of Christ (verse 14);
(6) This change depends simply on thorough be-
lief in and consecration to Christ: (7) Christ’s
atonement and our salvation all depend on the

CHHO0L BANNER.
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Farrar, Life of St. Puul, page 20. Lewin, Life
and Epistles of Tuud, vol. i, page 3i4.

Puarisgus,—Stanley, History of the Jewish
| Churen, vol. iii. Graeta, History of the Jews, vol. ii.
| Geikie, New Testament Hours, vol, i. The Er-
positor, third series, vol. v, page 81; vol. viii,
| page 467. Schiwer, Jowish Pople in the Time of
Christ, Division I, vol. ii, pages 12-29,

R NERATION,—For theological statement, sce
Miley, Raymond, Watson, also Whedon’s essays,

love of God; God wills our salvation. These are | sermons by John Wesley, H. C. Knight.

a few of the many lessons which will occur to ‘ Fr AN's HaxpBooK : Ver. 1, Pharisees, 603 ;
every teacher, and can be easily multiplied and | Ruler of the Jews,” 71
enlarged upon.

Blackboard.

OFTIONA

Sing them over aga® to me,
Wondrous words.

O for a heart to praise my God.
I lay my sins on Jesus.

A wonderful joy and salvation.

Come, Holy Spirit, |
Thou who camest from above.

All glory to Jesus be given.

Come every soul by sin oppressed.
God loved the world,

" L
3 | The whole G-O-8-P-E-L is epitomized in this
Library References. verse—the universal love of God, the plan and
Nicopemus.—Evans, Seripture Biography, vol. ' condition of salvation and the promise of ever-
il, page 233. Chapin, Characters in the Gospels, lasting life, *There is none other name under
page 113. Thompson, The Theology of Christ, heaven given among men, whereby we must
page 34, Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus be saved.” How shall we escape if we neglect
(index). Abbott, Jesus of Nazareth, page 122. |so great salvation?

Lo

LESSON V. CHRIST AT JACOB’S WELL., [Jan. 29,

GOLDEN TEXT. Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst,
John 4. 14,

AUTHORIZED VERSION, | REVISED VERSION,

(Study chapter 4, 1-42.] | 5 80 he cometh to a city of 8a-ma’ri-a, called
Sy’char, near to the parcel of ground that
6 Ja’cob gave to his son Jo’seph : and Ja’cob's
well was there. Jefsus therefore, being wearied
with his journey, sat thus by the well. It was
6 Now Ja'cob’s well was there. Je'sus there-| ¢ 8bout thesixth hour. There cometha woman
fore, being wearied with Ais journey, sat thuson |  of Sa-ma'ri-a to draw water: Jefsus saith
the well : and it was about the sixth hour, | 8 unto her, Give me to drink. For his disciples
1 Thcrc'mmv-lp a woman of .jl;n-m:n'ri»u to draw were gone away into the city to buy food.
water : Jn-'sus.su.nh unto her, Give me to drink, | o mpa ga-mart tan woman therefore saith
8 For his disciples were gone away unto the unto him, How is it that thou, being a

city to buy meat,

e X 5 | Jew, R hich & Sa- ol
9 Then saith the woman of Sa-ma'ri-a unto .I« W, askest drink of me, which am & Sa-mar

him, How is it that thoun, being a Jew, askest i-tan woman? (For Jews have no deal-

drink of me, which am a woman of Sa-ma’ri-a? |10 ings with Sa-mar‘i-tans.) Je’sus answered

John 4. 5-18. [ Comumit to memory verses 13-15.) |

5 Then cometh he to a city of Sa-ma’ri-a, which |
is called Sy’‘char, near to the parcel of ground |
that Ja'cob gave to his son Jo'seph.
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tor the Jews have no dealings with the Sa-mar’-
i-tans.

10 Jessus answered ¢ nd said unto her, If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that suith
to thee, Give me to drink : thou wouldest have
asked of him, and he would have given thee liv-
ing water.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep : from
whence then hast thou that living water ?

12 Art thou greater than our father Ja’cob,
which gave us the well, and drank thereof him-
self, and his children, and his cattle ¥

13 Jefsus answered and said unto her, Whoso-
ever drinketh of this water shall thirst again :

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst ; but the water
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life.

15 The woman said unto him, Sir, give me this
water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to
draw,

and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of
God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me
to drink ; thou wouldest have asked of him,
and he would have given thee living water.
The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep :
from whence then hast thou that living water ?
Art thou greater than our father Jarcob, which
gave us the well, and drank thereof himself,
3 and his sons, and his cattle ¥ Jersus answered
and said unto her, Every one that drinketh of
14 this water shall thirst again: but whosoever
drinketh of the water that T shall give him
shall never thirst ; but the water that I shall
give him shall become in him a well of water
5 springing up unto eternal life. The woman
saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I
thirst not, neither come all the way hither to
draw.

-
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Time.—A. D. 27 or 28. The date is not very
certain, Place.—Jacob’s well, in the valley of
Sichem. Rulers,—Herod in Galilee ; Pilate in
Jerusalem,

Home Readings,

M. Christ at Jacob’s Well. John 4, 5-15.

Tu. True worship. John 4. 16-26,

W. Christ the Revealer, John 4, 27-38,

. Samaritans believing. John 4. 89-42.
F. ‘The water of life. Rev, 22, 1-7.

S. Without price. Isa, 55, 1-7,

S, Wells of salvation. Isa. 12,

3

Lesson Hymns,

anadian Hymnal,
the cross ;
d weak, and blind.

dian Hymnal.

Fountain of blood,
f sinners revealed.
No. 125, New Cana

Lord Jesus, T long
I want thee forever

be perfectly whole ;
live in mysoul

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Well of Sychar, v. 5-9.

What town of Samaria did Jesus approach ?

From what great gathering had he probably
come ?

What mementos of the patriarchs were about
him ¢

How many hours had he probably traveled on
foot ?

At what time of day did the Samaritan woman
approach ?

Is there any mention in the Old Testament of
this * parcel of ground ™ or of * Jacob’s well ?

Where had Jesus’s disciples gone ?

What is meant by *“ meat 2"

Why had the Jews ‘ no dealings with the Sa-
maritans ?

For what did Jesus ask ?

2. The Well of Salvation, v. 10-15,

How did Jesus reply to the woman’s question ?

What did he mean by the *gift of God ? "

What did he mean by “living water,” which
he offered the woman ?

Was Jacob really the ancestor of the Samar-
itans ?

What may we learn from the manner in which
Jesus makes a request for an ordinary courtesy
the occasion for a deeply religious conversation ?

Is it possible fora man to live in this vexatious
world with a perennial spring of deep religious
joy in his heart ?

Are any intelligent people to-day as lacking in
spiritual acumen as this woman ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

Find in this lesson—

1. A pathetic indication of the veritable human-
ity of Jesus,

2. An evidence of the folly and wickedness of
race hatred.

3. An instance of the absurd notion that what
did for our fathers is therefore good enough for
us,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
L. The Well of Sychar, v. 5-9.
Near what city was Jacob’s well ?
In what parcel of ground was it? See Josh.
24, 82




What weary traveler sat by the well ?

At what time of the day was this?

What visitor came to the well; and on what
errand ?

Where were the disciples of Jesus ?

‘What did Jesus ask of the woman ?

What question did the woman ask ¢

What reason did she give for her surprise ?
2. The Well of Salvation, v. 10-15,

What did Jesus say about the living water ?

What did the woman say in reply ?

What question did she ask about Jacolh ?

What did Jesus say about the water from the
well ?

What about the living water? Gorpex TexT

What about everlasting life ?

What request did the woman make ?

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson are we taught—
it earth cannot satisfy our heart's long-

hat Jesus can satisfy our heart's longings ¥

T'hat through Jesus we can help to satisfy
others ?

S FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Where was Jesus going now ?

What country lay between Judea and Galilee ¥

Where did Jesus sit down to rest ¥

Near what town was Jacob's well ¥

Why was the well called by Jacob’s name ?

QUESTIC

Who were the Samaritans ?

What do you know about their temple ?

Why did the Jews look down upon the Samari-
tans? The Jews thought themselves the
only good people in the world,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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Who came to draw water at the well? A
Samaritan woman,

Why was she surprised when Jesus spoke to
her? Because she saw that he was a Jew.

Was she a good woman? Noj she was a
very wicked woman.
| What did Jesus offer to give her?

What did he mean by living water ?

Who may have the Holy Spirit in the heart *
| Those who want him.

To whom does Jesus most gladly offer his
gifis? To those who need them most.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school,)

1. Where did Jesus stop on Lis journey from
Judea to Galilee? At Jacob’s well.

2. Whom did he meet at the well? A woman
| of Samaria.
i 3. Of what did Jesus talk with her? Of the
water of life.

4. What did he promise to those who should
| drink this water that he would give them?

Everlasting life,

5. What is the GOLDEN TEXT?

ever,?? ete.

G Whowe

NEW CICRCH CATECHISM,

19. What are our'@mtics to ll‘n_' Church of C'hrist ?

COur duties to the urch of Christ are to take

yur part in the publR ordinances of worship; to

| assist according to ofg ability in all Christian
[din s to our means to the

i its institutions, and

work ; to centribute ace

upport of the Church

| narticularly to the extens

1 of the Gospel in the

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

The Saviour

I. A HumaN Saviovr,
Wearied with his journey. v. 6.
The feeling of our infirmities, Heb, 4. 15,
Not ashamed . .. brethren. IHeb, 2. 11,

3 SAVIOUR,
Jesus saith unto her, v. 7.
To seek....was lost. Luke 19. 10,
To save sinners. 1 Tim. 1. 15,
III. A DiviNe Saviou,
If thow knewest. . ..who, v. 10.
This is my beloved Son.  Matt, 3. 17,
Before Abraham....Tam. John 8, 58,
IV. A Gracrous Saviorn,
The water that I shall give. v, 14,

at the Well.

" By grace ye are saved. Eph. 2, 8,
‘ ITim that is athirst come. Rev, 22, 17,
I V. AN ALL-ENOWING SAVIOUR.
Not thy husband, v, 18.
He knew what was in man. John 2. 25
The Lord looketh on the heart, 1 Sam. 16, 7.
VI. A REVEALING SAVIOUR.
God is a Spirit. v, 24,
No manner of similitude. Deut. 4, 16, 16,
The Lord is that Spirit. 2 Cor, 3, 17
VII. A CONFESSED SAVIOUR,
I that speak....am he, v. 20,
Whom thon hast sent. John 17,
That talketh with thee. John 9. 37,

A
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

The first yearof the Saviour’s public ministry is known as ** The Year of Obscurity,” because so
littie is revealed concerning it.  All our information comes from the first four chapters of John's
wospel, in which we read of u few conversations and hints of a few miracles, It is supposed that
it was spent in Judea, perhups in the hope that the leaders of Jewish thought might recognize the
nation’s opportunity and accept its Messiah, But as the months wore away the attitude of the
rulers became more and more unfriendly, and, following their lead, the people of Jerusalem were
opposed to their Saviour.  Indeed, throughout the ministry of Jesus his strongest teiends were in
the provinees and his bitterest enemies in the capital, At last he determined to leave tie hard soil
of Judea and seek the more promising fields of Galilee.  On his way lay the provinee of Samaria,
inhabited by a people who were sufficiently related to the Jews, both in race and religion, to be
their jealous rivals. Most Jews who journeyed between Jerusalem and Galilee traveled around
this ulien country rather than to pass through it, but for some reason Jesus took the direct line of
wavel, and hence on the second day of his journey found himself at Jacob’s well, an an-
cient lundmark near the foot of Mount Gerizim. Here took place one of the most remarkable
conversations during the Saviour’s ministry, It was with a woman, a Samaritan woman, and a
woman who had been leading an unchaste life.  Yet she was at the same time a person of no com-
mon mind, but quick in perception, apt to understand the divine t
withal, possessing force and influence in the community, This we

hings of the Saviour, and,
s, perhaps, the reason why the
uch o person to receive some of the most exalted instructions and the first open
declavation of his Messiahship,

Saviour chose

Verse 5. Then cometh he. On his way | slight eminence near to Mount Gerizim. There
from Jerusalem to Galilee Jesus passed through | is no mention of it in the Old Testament. In the
Samaria, This was not his usual course. Like | Middle Ages the Crusaders built a church over it,
most Jews, he preferred to cross the Jordan twice | and recently devout hands have erected a chapel
on his way to Galilee and pass through Perea, | amid the ruins of the older building. The well
which, though largely inhabited by Gentiles, was | is about nine feet in diameter and seventy -five
not as hostile to the Jews as was Samaria. A | feet deep. Wearied with Journey, A
city of Samaria. But not necessarily a place | tired man, as weary as we should have been if we
of great size or importance. Samaria here means | had walked as far. Sat thus on the well, Sat
the province. It had done duty as a name for the | as he was by the spring, reclined on or against
ancient capital city of the kingdom of Israel and | the curb,
for the kingdom itself, Its people at the pres-| 7. There cometh a woman of Samaria.
ent time were mongrels, whose origin is told in | A very undign 1character. She was a woman,
2 Kings 17. 23-41.  They mingled the worship of | and in the ancient East that meant a thing to ca-
Jehovah with foreign superstitions. They hated | ress and a beast of burden, but hardly implied
the Jews, and constantly persecuted them in | possession of an intellect or a soul, She was a
petty fashion. Which is ealled Sychar. This | Samaritan woman, and therefore of peculiar con-
wis formerly supposed t2 be Shechem, or Sichem, | temptibility to the eyes of Jews, S8he was a poor
as it is called in the Gid Testament, situated in a | woman very evidently from the rest of the story,
green and fruitful valley between the mountains [ and bad. To draw water. She came down,
Ebal and Gerizim. The people of the place point | probably, with a rope in her hand and a leather
out an ancient tomb there, which they call the | bucket over her shoulder and a crockery jar on
tomb of Joseph, and a well of abundant and | her shoulder or on her head. Jesus saith uuto
cool water, much resorted to, which is probably | her, Give me to drink. Here was a strange
Jacob’s well. (See Josh. 24, 82)) But it is now | sort of rabbi! He jarred and shocked rabbinie
reasonably certain that a village about two miles | prejudice at every turn. It is a good lesson in
to the east, very near to Jacob’s well, which still | the art of winning sonls to God to note that Je-
bears the name of El-Askar, is referred to. The | sus used his own thirst as a means of approach
parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son | to the woman’s heart.

Josephs We only know that Jacob bought| 8. His disciples were gone away into the
ground from 8hechem, and that the whole region | ity to buy meat. Food : not necessarily flesh,
afterward was inherited by the son of Joseph. Many Jews would not eat provisions purchased

6. Jacob’s well was there. Jacob'sspring. | in Samaria.

Itisone of the sacred sites which has perhaps| 9. How is it that thou, being a Jew, aske
never been disputed. The traveler finds it on a | est drink of me. This woman had a deep na-
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ture underneath much of froth. And it really
was strange for Jesus thus to reject the restraints
of caste. How did she know he was a Jew?
Jews have never been hard to identify. Doubt-
less by his features, by his dress, and by his dia-
lect,  “Jew ” here does not mean Judean, but is
applied to the race broadly. The Jews have
no dealings with the Samaritans. This re-
mark is singularly illustrated by the unnviuh»’
horly words of the son of Sirach : “There be two
wmanner of nations which my heart abhorreth,
and the third is no nation : they that sit upon
the mountain of Samaria, and they that dwell
and that foolish people
According to Greek

among the Philistines,
that dwelleth at Sichem.”
and Roman writers Jews habitually refused to
give any information to Gentiles who inquired
concerning the road from town to town or to the
nearest well,

10, Jesus answered and said unto her.
He saw that she was susceptible to the truth.
Patiently and kindly he led this inquiring mind,
but he pays no attention to the captious ques-
tion ; he had greater work to do than to recog-
nize the quarrels of sects, T'he gift of God.
Water in the Tast, especially in Egypt, is often
referred to this phrase. The best gift of |
Giod is the grace and mercy now offered. Who |
itis, It is the Son of God who asks water of |
thee.” Thou wouldest have asked of h
The positions would have been reversed ; in real- l
ity she was the thirsty one and he the abundant |
giver., Living water. Running water, or wa- i
ter from a spring, but here referring to the water |
of life, which cleanses the soul from sin (Isa. 12,3 ; |
44, 8).  Our Lord’s manner of speech was richly |
figurative, and he was always ready to use uly-"
Jjects immediately before him as illustrations of
spiritual truth,

L1. Sir. A phrase that might be translated
“My Lord.” The woman's respect is rising. |

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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(Compare John 7. 87-390.)
| well will for a time be refreshed ; but their natu-

[Jau. 29,

Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the
well is deep, Sheis}'‘fencing.” It is evident
that he does not refer to this well ; but what does
he refer to ? 2

12. Art thou greater than our father Jae
cob. The Samaritans claimed a descent from
Jacob and Joseph ; but they were a mixed race
of Eastern people, probably with little of Israel-
itish blood among them (2 Kings 17, 24-41), * Ja-
cob, the great patriarch, had to toil hard to se-
cure this boon to his children. Who is this
stranger, that he can give it without even a bucket
to draw with # "—Moulton,

13. Whosoever drinketh of this water.
They who drink of this

ral thirst will return again. They who drink of
the fountain of life and salvation will find all

| their desires satisfied.

14. Whosoever drinketh. “Shall have
drunk.” Once forall we drink of this spiritual
water when by faith we enter into fellowship
with Christ and become partakers of the divine
nature. Shall never thirst. * Shall not thirst
forever.” There is a sense in which the Chris-
tian sings :

‘“ Insatiate to this spring I fly;

I drink, and yet am ever dry.

Ah! who against thy charms is proof ?
Ah! who that loves can love enough %

But the water of salvation possessed the power
to satisfy the longings of the heart. A well of
water springing np into everlasting life.
A fountain of goodness,

She speaks
Before

15. Sir, give me this water.

as still understanding his words literally,

| 8he can realize that it is a spiritual supply the

woman must be aroused to the spiritual need.
Hence our Lord’s next words.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

A contrast. Tt can hardly be a matter of acei-
dent that the record of Christ’s conversation with
Nicodemus is followed immediately by the record
of a conversation equally lengthy with a name-
less woman. It is a purposed contrast. The
same contrast is directly afterward illustrated in
Christ’s miracles. Both as teacher and healer |
Chirist’s mission was alike to the palace and the
highway, to nobles and to beggars. The con-
trasts between Nicodemus and the Samaritan
woman are striking. The one represented one
of the proudest and noblest of peoples ; the other |
a race most despised and hated. He was a
scholur of the highest rank : she wes untaught |

and ignorant, He was rich and powerful, and
of the highest churchly respectability ; she was
probably a common ficld laborer, and bore a
reputation most shameful in the sight of the
world, that of a woman withont virtue,

Buarriers broken down, In this interview with
the Samaritan woman Christ broke through sev-
eral strong barriers of prejudice. There was
first of all the barrier of *national hatred,”
There was deadly animosity between the Jew
and the Samaritan. To the Jew the name of
Samaritan was equivalent to that of devil, and
he would hold no intercourse with what he con-
sidered an accursed race. The Jew would travel
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entirely around Samaria rather than set foot on | that she wholly misunderstood. But she was
y |
its polluting soil. But Jesus passed through ' made to feel that whatever this strange water of
Samaria and talked with a Samaritan. The \\ which Christ spoke might be, it was something
second prejudice broken through by Christ was | she needed. And so the door of prayer was
lZ:tx(( “ ulv.'uins! woman.” The Talmud forbade a | opened in her soul, However vaguely, she was
rubbi to speak to a woman in a public place, [ stirred out of the range of her former low de-
sven his own wife. A woman was not to be in-| sires, Now it was possible for Jesus to hel
:l;ll('ll'll in the things of the law. *‘Let the her. '
words of the law be burned,” said one of the | IProbing a heart. Jesus had the woman's sin-
rabbis, ‘‘rather than committed to wmncn."iful heart in view from the beginning. He was
Said the Talmud, * He who instructs his daughter | probing for its ugly secret. When at last he had
in the law instructs her in folly.”” But Christ | drawn from her the request that he would give
talked with this woman, and about the highest her the water of which he spoke he suddenly
subjects of theology. Christ not only talked | said to her, ‘““Go, call thy husband, and come
to a Samaritan, and a woman, but she to whom ; hither.”  She guarded quickly and said, *“ I have
he spoke was **a sinner.” The nature and no husband.” Miserable half truth! But Jesus
the depth of her sin Christ understood perfectly, | pushed remorselessly on and laid bare the whole
as he let her know. And yet he talked with her; | guilty past. But still she sought to escape by
and that because he was *“ the friend of sinners,” ‘ shifting to a question of theology, * Where
and came “to seek and to save that which was  ought men to worship ¢ There are still men
lost.” and v omen who find it easier to discuss theology
CJf thon knewest.) A great though unrecog- ‘ than personal sin! But God insists on probing
nized opportunity had come to this fallen | the heart. He breaks in upon us with startling
woman. And the astonishing thing is that such | questions which reveal our guilt.
an opportunity should have come to such a| A Saviour revealed to a sinner. The heart of
woman, We take great account of antecedents ’ the woman, convicted of sin, and impressed
and environment and character in estimating | with the lofty words of Jesus about the nature
the chances of people. We are not surprised | of true worship, turned sadly and yet hopefully
that a great opportunity came to Nicodemus, | to the great expectation, the longed-for Messiah,
learned, rich, respectable; but that it should | and said, “ When ‘he’ is come, he will tell us
have come to such a woman as this Samaritan | all things.” Then Christ made the great declara-
prostitute —that amazes us. Her ancestors were : tion, *“I that speak unto thee am he.” The sin-
bad, her environment was bad, and she was | ner's Saviour stood over against the exposed
utterly bad. And yet she is given a personal in- | and convicted sinner,
terview with the S8on of God, and he presents to _—
her a r!mwureh?n opportunity, and labors Mt]: ‘ Thoughts for Young People.
her patiently until her eyes are opened to see it ! |
“1f thou only knewest "—if ‘“‘we " only knew How to Work for Souls.
when the great chances from the eternal seas 1. From the example of Christ we learn the
drop anchor for alittle while in the harbors of vulue of wayside work—that is, of work which
our lives ! | comes to us apparently by accident. We can
“Give me this water.””  Jesus had worked with work while we are resting from earthly labor,
divine skill to draw out this request from the and in the work of Christ we will find refresh-
woman, It was one of his characteristic methods, ment,
to bring people to feel that he had something | 2, We see the value of individual work—that
which they needed, and so elicit from them the is, of work for one soul. Christ was ready to
prayer that he would give it to them. 8o it may | use his time and his powers in working to reach
be seen in chapter 6 that he held up the one as earnestly as though that one were a thou-
thought of the “bread of life” to the people sand. Not all of us can speak to a thousand, but
until they spoke forth the prayer, “ Lord, ever- lall can talk to one.
more give us this bread.” They did not hu!f‘ 3. We see the power of skillful work. With
know what they were asking for; but it was | what exquisite tact the Saviour approached the
something that Christ had lifted them up to pray | sinner! How wisely he led her to deeper interest
for, something higher than the bread that per-|and to a conviction of her sin! Let us seek
ishes. 80 Jesus evoked from this woman’s heart | some of his wisdom in winning souls.
the request, “Sir, give me this water. that 1| 4, We see the importance of practical work.
thirst not, neither come hither to draw.” S8he | The woman was constantly endeavoring to turn
did not understand ; indeed, her words indicate | aside to questions of controversy and opinion ;
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Christ kept ever in view the aim of convicting
her ol sin and leading her to repentance.

5. We see the results of work for
What a transformation was wrought in
woman—{rom a sinner to a missionary !

one soul,

this

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

of a wellisin all tropical countries
Among

The digging
considered an act of peculiar merit.
Hebrews it was held tobe a greater work than to
fortress, and they hand down

ercet a castle or
the name of the person who caused the well to
be sunk to after generations asa great benefactor
; hence the interest
Beersheba

of his own and of later time
which attached to Abraham’s well at
and to that of Jacob’s at Sychar.

A recent traveler asks why this woman should
come here from Askar (Sychar) half a mile away,
when she had a good spring in her own village,
and had to step overa running brook by the way,
and answers that the associations of the place or
the superior quality of the water may account
forit. Dr. Trumbull finds a reason for her com-
ing hither inthe custom of the time, when wom-
en engaged in field work (this was ** the well of
the cornfields ) came to the well to get water,
and thus she may not have come from the town
at the time at all, but merely to obtain water for
herself or the field han And when she was
prompted to return to her home she ** left her
waterpot” by the well in the field, and ** went
away into the city,”

Dr. Trambull finds more in the
Jesus for a drink of water than the mer t
that the Master was thirsty. If one person gave
drink to amother, it was understood to be a ten-
porary covenant of peace, such as giving the sul
utation, * Peace to thee,” is in so many oriental
lands, and gi as an instance of the enstom
the case of an oriental who receiving two Chiris
tian leaders in his tent, r,
but refused tolet the same courtesy be extended
to his companion because he was a *“ wreteh,’
to whom he would not extend the covenant of
safety, and he immediately cut off his head. e
thinks the wonder to the woman was that Jesus
was willing to make a friendly compact with a
person of a hostile race,

Stapfer reminds us that it was customary gen-
erally for travelers to speak to one whom they
met, but if a Jew met a Samaritan or a Gentile by
the way, he would at once accost him with curses,
A phrase quite commonly used on meeting
friends or persons supposed to be of the
race was, ‘ Blessed be thy mother ! or if of an
antagonistic people, they would say, “ Cursed be
thy mother.,” One woman

reqn

s

gave one cool snow v

same

addressed
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(Luke 11, 27) after the first manner, ** Blessed 1s
the womb that bare thee, and the
thou hast sucked,” the equivalent of ** Blessed
be thy mother.”

But this does not exhaust the oriental coloring,
The disciples marveled that Jesus spoke to the

paps which

woman, apparently irrespective of her race or of
what he had said to her, or of his asking her for
a drink, It not considered
speak toa woman in publie,  Rabbi 8,
* Man must not ask a service from a woman, nor
sulute her,” and the Talmud also has this : ** The
woman who trans 's the Jewish law is one
who appears in public with unveiled head, who
shows herself in publie places and speaks to the
first man she Again, *“ It is forbidden
for a man to speak to a woman in the street,
even to his own wife,”
have been surprised, if they knew the subject of
their conversation, that he should talk with this
‘As to teaching
the law to & woman, one might as well teach her
impiet of the rabbinical sayir
The religious education or women was certait

was decorous to

amuel said,

meets,”

woman on religious topies

was one

not good * form.” From a religions standpe
the or to man. The boy must
g0 to the temple at twelve years of age ; the girl
it go when she or her parents pleased, The
women were assigned any religious duties
on fixed days or hours, nor 8bliged to recite or
be present at the reading of the Scriptures, to
wear fringes to their mantles, or to dwell in a
tent at the st of tabernacles. They micht do
these things if they chose, but it was not obliza-
tory them to observe them. What they
learned in the woman’s private apartment in the

woman was infer

mig
not

synagogue or temple was, the

nature of that which is overheard.

80 to speak, of

By Way of Illustration.

Josus th
as the

Fricnd of sinners, This lesson shows
Friend of sinners, When Bishiop
Thobuin returned to this country from ln«lvl

Jesu

alter an absence of several years, he w
whit impressed him most in lhn-(-lmrvh life of
America. ITe answered: “ [
these churches any very poor or wicked peopie,
Wherever Jesus is held up as the Friend of sin-
ners, there sinners will come. When [ was pastor
of a church in Calentta the women of a Magdalen
home came one evening with their matron, One
of them said afterward: ‘ That is the queerest
chureh 1 saw. All the bad people in Cal-
cutta were there,” 1 considered that as blessed
commendation, believing that sinners will always
e attracted to the Friend of sinners,”

no longer see ti

ever
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The conversation, In this conversation there are
seven sayings of our Lord which may be regarded
as the seven rounds of a ladder whose foot is on
carth and its top in heaven. The first is the
request, “Give me to drink,” which reveals a
manhood of ph il need. The last is the full
revelation of his dignity in “1 that speak unto
thee am he.”” How wide the distance between
the two !—MeLaren,

Using an opportunity.  Nothing could be more
commonplace and incidental than that of a
thirsty man asking a woman for a drink of water,
and yet by means of this apparently insignitic:
incident Jesus was enabled easily and naturally to
turn the attention of the woman to the greatest
of all subjects, To the wise soul-winner a cup
of water is a good enough text. God does not
require great things with which to accomplish
his testimony. A sling and a stone, an ox goad,
a lamp and pitcher and trumpet, cven a shep-

herd's erook, are good enough for him to use in |

bringing hig people out of Egypt. It is not the
instrument, the words, or the occasion, but the
power of God that makes weak things mighty,—
Liontecost.

A vmnall andience, Jesus talked to the woman
at the well ; he received Nicodemus alone: he
taught Mary in her home, There are suid to be
aineteen such private interviews mentioned in
the gospels. They leave to his followers a mem-
orable example. This is, perhaps, the most
effective of all forms of instruction, as it is cer-
tainly the best test of earnestness. A man who
preaches to thousands with enthusiasm may be a
mere orator, but the man who seeks the oppor-
tunity of speaking closely of the welfare of their
souls to individuals must have a real fire from
heaven burning in his heart.—Staller.

The gift of God. In Egypt and other hot coun-
tries water is so valuable it is spoken of as “the
gift of God,” to denote its preciousness,  Water-
il passing through the strects , “Be-
hold the gift of God.” If the same custom pre-
vailed in the time of our Saviour, there would be
added force in his words to the woman, ““If thou
knewest the gift of God.”

Living water,

Christ does not give us a cup of
water which we can drink up and the contents
he exhausted, but a fountain of water in our
own souls, ever flowing, inexhaustible. Note
Jesus’s method of giving, not by a definite
supply from without, but by a fountain within.—
oubet,

Take away a toy from a child and give him
another and he is satisfied. But if he be hungry,
no toy will de. The world’s toys do not satisfy
the longings of a soul.—Newton,
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Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Wearied with his journey, Jesus sat upon the
well.  Our divine Saviour, our human Friend,
knows what it is to be tired, hungry, and thirsty,
He seems far above us when he talks of spiritual
mysteries with Nicodemus; but it seems as
though we might come very near and talk freely
with himourselves when we meet him under con-
ditions with which we are so familiar. e was
tired and thirsty, but the wants of his body were
insignificant matters with him compared with
the needs of a sinful, famishing soul. The story
of Jacolb’s well is repeated every day., A mis-
guided, disappointed woman, taken up wholly

| with the things that are seen, coming a long way

to draw from an earthly well with great efforts
that which ministers only to the mortal body
! and never reaches even the slightest need of the
immortal soul ; and the Life-giver, unrecognized
ather very side, saying with longing pity, *“ If thon
knewest....thon wonldest ask....and I would
give.” Evidently nothing she had yet found had
satisfied her, for as soon as Jesus told her he
could offer something better than she had ever
known she cried out, * Giveitto me ! ” 8he had
very dim comprehension of his meaning, but
she knew life had disappointed her, and a far,
faint cry went up from her heart like a voice
from a remote and dreary desert.  But this day,
when she met the Lord, was a jewel in the crown
of her years. She said to Jesus, “8ir, the well
is deep, and thou hast nothing to draw with ;"
but from that depth which represented to her
only hard work for daily sustenance Jesus drew
for her the truth which transforms her life, He
told her of a possible well of joy within her own
soul  a satisfying source of blessing not depend-
ent upon anything outside of herself ; a fountain
of peace and comfort springing up unto everlast-
inglife. 8he must have believed, although she
could not understand, for she ran to call her
friends in the village to hear this wonderful
teacher. No doubt afterward she went over
that same road day after day as before ; the wa-
ter had to be carried, duties had to be done ;
there was no change in the monotonous round ;
{ but the pitcher never seemed heavy any more,
iuml the water was easier to draw, becanse her
heart was licht and she was refreshed by the liv-
ing fountain within, Ah, if we knew the gift
of God, and who it is that speaks to us in the
restless  dissatisfaction of our poor, unfilled
hearts, we would ask of him and he would give
| the comfort, peace, and joy we blindly seek for.
e waits beside us in our daily work, whatever
| we are doing, to show us, if he can, that there is
\ something better for us than even the best that
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earth can offer. thou knewest! Ilow
shall we know ?

Let us talk with Jesus, by his word and in
prayer. e can teach us wonderful things even
through the events of a dull day of ordinary work

if weare ready to hear what he says.

If only

The Teachers’ Meeting.

If the teacher has a picture of Jacob's well,
show it to the class and describe its location,
dimensions, appearance, ete....Draw a
showing the journey from Jerusalem to Sychar

..Give a word-picture of the Saviour at Jacob's
well
of Samaria as here exhibited, and her gradual
awakening from car
sin. ... Notice the teachings of Christ in this les-
son concerning salvation: (1) It is for sinners,
such as was this woman (verse 10) ;
from God (verse 10) ; (3) It isa free gift (verse 10) ;
(4) It comes through Christ (verse 14);
satisfying (verse 14); (6) It is eternal (verse 14),

Ol"l‘lNﬂ YMNS,

Come,

said Jesus’ sacred voice,

Come with thy gins to the fountain.
The Spirit and the Bride say ‘ Come,"
I heard the voice of Jesus,
Glorious things of thee are spoken,

Saviour, I come to thee,

Of him who did salvation bring,
Ho ! everyone that thirsts,

0, what amazing words of grace !
The water of life.

Library References.

SaMArtTANs,—Stanley, History of the Jewish
Chureh, vol. iii. Burton, Gleanings in the Gospels,
page 95. Graetz, History of the Jews, vol. ii.
Geikie, New Testament Hours, vol, i (index) ; vol.
ii, pages 42-46. The Erpositor, third series, vol.
vi, page 186.

Tue Samarrrax Wowmawx, — Farrar, Life of
Christ, vol. i, pages 205-216, Morris, Sacred Bi-
oyraphy, vol. ii, page 871, and the lives of Christ,

Jacon's WeLL.—Sayce, Patriarchal Dalestine,
page 195, Geikie, New Testament Hours, vol, i,
page 95. Kurtz, History of the Old Covenant, vol. i,
page 337, Ellicott, Life of Christ, page 129. Geikie,
Life and Words of Christ, vol. 1, page 520. Far-
rar, Life of Christ, vol, 1, pages 209, 214, An-
drews, Life of Our Lord, page 167,
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| POWER JoY
HONOR PEACE
| RICHES RIGHTEGUSNES
P LEASURE TRUST
FOO DRINK SATI S FACTION '
‘ SRR
|| sHALL THIRST SHALL nE\LER |
‘ AQAII{ Trl' 3T l

| There is no lasting comfort or satisfaction in
the things which this world gives. All power,
Imnnr, riches, pleasure, like our daily food and
| drink, leave us in need. Howey er much or often
j we drink, we ““shall thirst agzain ** and will thirst
H’nr(‘\vr, unless we now take the waters of life,

llw Holy Spirit which the Saviqur has promiscd
| to them that ask him. The water that Jesus gives
satisfies. His kingdom is not of this world. It
Y, peace, and righteousness, and if we seek
these things first, all others shall be added unto
us. When Christ dwells in the heart, and we
| have the work and witness of the Spirit, a foun-
Emin of living, running water flows continually,
| and we * shall never thirst.” If we knew the gift
| of God, we would ask of him, and he would give
us the blessings of salvation.

‘is'

—— . —

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour,

creation and Providence. e left not himself
without witness. Every creature is a kind of
professor that readeth man a lecture concerning
God, of his wisdom and power and goodness, —
Arrowsmith,

~It is a peculiar instance of mercy toward a
sinner, a city, or a people when a holy man is
sent from God to prepare them for the reception
of salvation.— Quesnel.

—An overeager attention to the doctrine of
the Bpirit has made me, in some degree, overlook
the medium by which the 8pirit works—I mean
the word of truth, which is the wood by which

JBsus AT THE WELL.—Sermons by W, Jay:

the heavenly fire warms us.--Fletcher of Madeley,

—Christ hath shined in all ages in lh("h\')r.kh\“
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

“A Happy New Year.”

Tue new year, the new year, all new, with
such beautiful possibilities, what will the chil-
dren do with it? The thought touches a child’s
imagination. 8o much before it that is novel, a
great, new country opening before them, and
what will they do with it? The season is all
;} astir with the giving mood, and it has had beau-
tiful manifestations, some of them rich and
costly. What a child may have as its opportu-
nity for personal gifts to friends may seem very
poor and mean, but there is something worth
more than any material expressions to-day of a
geusrous spirit, and that is this great new year
that is coming, and this heart within which will
make it all the domain of our heavenly Father,
Can you not get guest room for this thought in
some child’s breast, and make it a source of posi-
tive, vital influence ? God will give you great
success in your effort if you will have it so. How
much it will mean to another! If we look back
over our lives, we shall see how they have been
marked off by crises, by decisions. How the
past has been dotted with turning points ! Let
us make this month a glorious corner in the
life of a young pilgrim. Under God, under the
gentle pressure of that divine presence, what a
decider of destiny in a child-life a teacher may
be!

i It would be
primary teach

rth much to the great'company o

their experienc
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who have somet|
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“The Tiny Department.”
BY MRS, WILBUR F, CRAFTS,

Tue term * Kindergarten Department” is a
misnomer as applied to the Sunday school, and
therefore the sooner it is exchanged for some-
thing else the better, It is certainly an injustice
to the kindergarten to take a few of its features
and say that we have the system,

The kindergarten might be called an elemen-
tary trade school, because the children are given
materials with which to produce useful and beau-
tiful things ; “inventions " being considered the
most meritorious, because it is desired that the
child shall work out what is in him rather than
be so directed that he becomes an imitator. The
kindergarten differs, however, from the trade
school in that the altruistic idea is made more
prominent than utility, for what the children
make is usually disposed of as gifts to friends
or used to beautify the room so that all may en-
joyit. But there is a purpose still beyond this
in setting little hands to work, even thus to
bring the children into an understanding of
Giod, who is the Maker of all things. I will not
now take exception to this method of directing
a child Godward, but I will say that the Sunday
school is in no sense a trade school, and not only
altruism must be developed, but a Cristlikeness,
“God’s precious book, the Bible,” must be made
the basis of knowledge, and the children must
learn that God is the Maker of all things, because

who turn to these pages for in |the Bible tellsusso. And they should early learn
spiration and hi@p if many teachers would nhnt"e that their little hands must be busy in doing good

for others, because Jesus went about doing good
when he was in this world, and we should try to
be and do and love like him. And more than
his, they should be shown their need of him as a
aviour,

As diverse as the kindergarten and the Sunday

school must seem, one may yet learn much from
the other.
The Bible should certainly have a place in the
kindergagten, but instead how often classic
myths and nature fairy stories are given to the
children !

The Sunday school can learn from the kinder-
garten not to overlay the children with texts and
tguths which they do not understand. One of
the nicest things yet done by primary Sunday
school teachers was the arrangement in five col-
umns, made at one of the recent summer schools,
of what should be taught to children of three and
four yecars of age, five and «ix, seven and eight
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niue and ten, and lastly what should be taught to  tion ? Al yes ; surely they may receive impres-
children twelve years gf age. sions in God’s house, and the stamp of holy and

helpful influence,

e Bunday school is leqgning from the kinder-
girten to grade the teaching to the faculties of Two or tH
5 scholars | that speedil

© years ago, in a western newspaper
went the way of newspapers, espe-
regular comers to the house, there
which, once read, lodged in the
vas like some lasting treasure
rgotten tide,

r. Goodwin, the well-known
¥ been made in this direction, and Congregational CBurch pastor, that upon one
tiere is a reaction against it. Well-informed | occasion he preached (as doubtless often before

. N s . | cially those n
also learning attractive ways Preser g e
il (’1.14 wning mx‘:«n\::\\ y (.n‘f] resentin was an incldd
The so-called :lppln.uuw? i have come memory, and
out of the effort to adapt the use of kindergarten washed up by a
material to Sunday school work, Mistakes have It was related

primary teachers do not claim that they have a and after) with special earnestness to parents,
kindergarten when they use a sandboard, or [ A tiny girl sat ne the front, too young toun-

. : : |
when they just eut cards for the children to sew | derstand the solemn, tender words 3 but some-
ut home with a symbol that will impress the les- | thing in the speaker’s manner arrested her at-
son and secure the interest and cooperation of | tention and quieted her restlessness. After look-

let those who know there | ing and listeuing with serious ey

the mother, There

S a momert,
be, nor should be, a kindergarten moved by some sweet prompting from within,
in the Sunday school use their influence to dis- | the baby turned and kissed softly her father
continue the misnomer, [anad then her mother,

What, then, shall we call the class of little ones Was
thice and four years of age who 1 ally are below | min

is not, nor

it not an exquisite tribute to the good
ster that his tender pleading and fervent
the grade of the primary department ¢ 1 have | manner, though not understood, should yet so
thought often and long on this subject and ven- | influence that little child and impress her with
ture now to suggest that it be called “ The Tiny | its connection with her parents as to move her
Department,” the little members of which may [tothat soft caress? Was it not a distinct gain
be affectionately called the “Tinjes.” I could [to the little one that there in God’s house she
Wish there might be an expression of opinion | felt the quickening im

pu
ahout this name, and possibly a better name may | ished itself upon those de;
come to light,

» of love which lav-
st to her? Verily,
|there is a place even for babes in the Lord’s
house, and the children's portion is remembered
e i . ‘;nnl distributed oftener than we think, *“The
bread that comes from heaven needs finest
breaking,” but, oftencr than we know, the Lord
himself is near to do it.
is (n' But, dearly beloved, can we in the primary
ve instrnction in the ! room stamp upon the youngest hearts the feel-
primary class the children must be old enough | ing of reverence and of love, of regard for the
for the waking of some mental actiy ity and re- | place, and a certain unconscious appreciation of
ceptivity, and this is possible very early. But | the best things? May we, 0, can we, in mo-
what of the babies who come in, the wee ones ‘\ ments of self-surrender and self-forgetfulness, by
held proudly by the hand of older brothers and | the divine inbreathing which best fits for service
sisters? Even in a kindergarten department [ by bringing us closest to Christ, so teach that
there must be some younger than others, and in | even the babies will have some impression of
the ordinary primary class, althongh certain rules |Jesus made upon their hearts, that they will
of grading obtain, there is a sprinkling of very flurn inloveto him
little ones who clamor to come with tise older
members of the family to what one de r child
called “ Happy Tool,” even before they are three
years old,

There is not a loving-hearted teacher who
would not rather stoop in the midst of an ani

Impressions upon Baby Minds.

JULIA 1, JOHNSTON, |

To teach is to instruet, but to impress
stamp, In order to

There are uncounted elements in the teacher's
life and character, in her own spiritual atmos-
phere, in voice and look and manner, which
will combine to fix impressions upon little
hearts, Noamount of mere technical 1 reparation
of the lesson, no accumulation of illustrations
mated sentence to lift and replace a plump little | and object lessons, nothing which the teacher
toddler that has rolled from the small chair than | may do, will take the place of what she must be
tospare the darling who wants to come. But are | in order to influence all the children, and, most of
there no possibilities for these who are perhaps | all, the youngest, It is the old and ever-recur-
oo young to receive very much definite instrue- | rent truth which we must assimilate till it be-

|
|

T el e




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

g

ceive impres-
p of holy and

'n newspaper
spapers, espe-
house, there
lodged in the
Ling treasure

e well-known
at upon one
often before

to parents,
‘oung toun-

3 but some-
'sted her at-

After look-
3 a4 momert,
‘rom within,
" her father

to the good
and fervent
ould yet so
'#8 her with
[0 move her
listinet gain
3 house she
which lav-
r? Verily,
the Lord's
emembered
ink. *“The
eeds finest
W, the Lord

he primary
'ts the fecl-
ard for the
‘eciation of
ve, in mo-
fulness, by
for service
teach that
ression of
. they will

e teacher’s
tal atmos-
ner, which
pon little
reparation
ustrations
he teacher
e must be
d, most of
ver-recur-
till it be-

comes the fiber of the fabric of life, that what we
are counts for more than what we do,

One of the most beautiful and encouraging
things about the charge of the wee ones is the
swift outgoing of their love and confidence and
the sense of personal relationship which they ac-
quire in the class, One day a morsel of a fellow
made his first appearance in a certain class. IHe
was such a baby that the teacher could no more
help gathering him in her arms for a moment
than a small girl could help fondlingadoll. After
the child had been in the class two Sabbaths, and
had merely looked about with marveling face,
not seeming to take in any of the teaching, but
simply fitting himself to the strange, new place,
his teacher met him on the street with his
mother on a week day. After speaking to him she
said in an aside to the mother, I wonder if he
knows me.” “ Who is it ?” asked the mother,
The mite of the boy looked up with bright and
roguish face and said, “It’s my lady.”

This sweet appropriation sent a happy thrill
to the teacher’s heart. It is because the little
ones are so ready to take possession in this way,
and are 8o easy to win, that the opportunity is so
large and beautiful, and the responsibility so
great, that primary teachers feel the joyof one
and the weight of the other to be unspeakable.

A Word with Teachers.

Wirn every new year beginners are added to
the host of primary teachers. Some of these
may wish the furnished helps were fuller, Please
remember, dear comrades, that lesson outlines
are meant to be but the warp and woof of your
teaching fabrie, while the filling in must be your
own, according to the needs of the class and in
harmony with your own mind and methods,
The giving will be bare indeed unless part of the
teacher’s life goes with the lesson given,

Let it be understood that questions and reviews
hinted at must be supplied in full by the teacher.
Repeat each lesson point; review each lesson past.
This is among the indispensables. Recall what
is told immediately after the telling by questions
sure to be answered in concert by the class, as,
for instance, “ Where did I say this happened ?
ITow many people have we learned about ? What
was the boy’s name?” Such interruptions in
the story need not break into its continuity, but
will impress details,

The Lesson Story itself is unspeakably impor-
tant, Let nothing crowd out its completeness,
Children often come to the class who do not
learn the sweet Bible stories at mother’s knee.

Resist the temptation to teach too much by way
of application, Fasten one point at a time ; fix

one truth that will not be misunderstood nor for-
gotten. “Let illustrations be like spokes in
a wheel, all running to the hub,” as we impress
the special truth selected.

God give us all his grace and guidance and
bless each little flock,

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.,
FIRST QUARTER.
LESSON I. (January 1.)

CHRIST THE TRUE LIGHT. John 1.
1-14.
GoLpeN TEXT. “In him was life, and the life
was the light of men.” John 1, 4,

LessoN CHAIN—LINK For EAcn SUNDAY,

Initials of lesson title above each link, and
first words of Golden Text below, curving along
the link, and word for leading thought within :

Jan. 1. Jan, 8, Jan. 15.
C.T.T.L. Cs. F. D, C’s. F. M.
Shine, Follow, Believe,
In him was, ,, Behold the. .. And his dis-
ciples. ..
Jan, 22, Jan, 29,
C. and N, C.at J’s. W.

Love, Come.
For God so loved... Whosoever drinketh, .,

Primary Notes,
BY JULIA H, JOHNSTON,

Bring into class three or
four links of chain [paper
ones will do]. What isa
chain? What used for?y
Will one link make it
[Discuss uses of chain and
need, of perfection in each
link.]

We now begin a new
quarter. There are true things and sweet lessons
in every part of the Bible given us to study.

b
}DVQIVSVhiQe?\

These come one at a time. We will have a chain
of golden links through the twelve Sundays.
Fastened together they will help us to hold fast
the truths we learn, They will be memory links.
Each week we will make a new link on the blaek-
board, with letters for the lesson title and the
first words of the Golden Text around it, and
inside the word we are to remember. Drop a
link, and the chain will be weak, Come every
Sunday, and don’t lose a lesson link,

Now we will learn a little verse that will tell us

about whom we are to study, We will sing it
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each week in opening. [Air, “I think when l‘
read,” in Gospel Hymns :] |
“ The lessons are all about Jesus, our Lord,
The S8aviour who came from above ;
Of his wonderful power, of his care every hour, |
And his goodness and mercy and love,”

Four Bible books tell us of Jesus’s life. We
are to study it now from the book written by
that loving disciple, John. [Tell something
about John,] Jesus has many names, each |
meaning a great deal. |

One would not tell all. |
First, John calls Christ “ The Word.” He was |
sent to tell us what God wanted to say to us. In
the beginning, before the world even, J('Su.ﬂ‘
lived. John was sent to tell the people about
Jesus before the Lord began to preach. 1le calls
Christ ** The Light,” but says all he had to do
was to tell about Jesus. John was like a little
candle shining in the night. But even a little
candle can show the way out of a dark place into
the light. We cannot be just like John in every-
thing, but we may shine for Jesus and show the
way to him.

John says Jesus was the Light of men. Light
shines. See. We have the first link in our
golden chain., How is Jesus the Light? What
does light do? It makes things clear and plain
that were hidden. It showsusthe way. The light
of day comes from the great sun. We will make
a picture of the sun, with rays of light, and we
will name those rays to help us see what light
does for the world and for our bodies, since
Jesus does the same for our hearts., We will
call these rays life, health, growth, gladness,
purity, beauty, fruitfulness., [Enlargeupon these
thoughts, multiply questions about them, and
impress each, comparing what Jesus does for the
world with what the sun does for nature and the
body, emphasizing true light.]

Are we ever afraid there will not be light

enough in the sun to last all our lives? O no.
80 Jesus, the Light, will live forever. Because of

this light in him he is the Light and the Life of
this world. [Drill on Golden Text, title, and
‘¢ lesson link.”]

Do you pay the sun to shine ? Do you turn on -

sunshine as you do gas? How do you get the
light? Go out in it; open the window for it, It
is waiting to come in. Open your heart. Sin
shuts it. As sus to take it away and shine in,
making good (hings grow, helping you to see his
love and what he wants you to do. Jesus’s love
shines everywhere. S8hine for him,

Study and Occupation for the Sub-
primary Department.
BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS.
Curist ToE Tree Licur, John 1, 1-14,

Memory GeM : I am the light of the world.”
John 8, 12,

INTrRODUCTORY: The Bible [hold one up] is
made of many little books all put together as one.
Each little book has a name, I have opened to
the book which is called John, because God let a
man named John help him write it. God told
John what to say and then John wrote the book,
just as you tell mother what to say and she writes
it in the letter to grandma and you say you have
sent a letter to grandma. The letter has your
words in it, and it makes no difference who
writes down the words. -

THE Lesson 8ToRrY : Johntells us about Jesus
before Jesus came to live with men. Jesus lived
in the beginning—that is, before this world was
made, before the people in it, before the stars,
before the sky. Sometimes mother calls yon
Birdie because you sing like a bird, John called
Jesus the Word because he was to speak God's
Word to people when there should be people, and
was to say to them what God wanted said.

Let us, too, call Jesus the Word. John says
the Word was with God, and the Word was Gaod.
Yes, Jesus is God and the Holy Spirit is God.
St. Patrick once told the people of Ireland that
God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are all one.
They asked how it could be, and he showed them
a leaf like this. [Show a shamrock or clover
leaf.] God could be three and at the same time
one.

John says [read verse 2] God is Jesus’s Father,

|and God let Jesus help him make everything

just as your father lets you help him make things.

In Jesus was life. [Show the difference be-
tween animate and inanimate objects by means
of a seed and a grain of sand, or a natural and
an artificial flower.] All life—yours, mine, the
birds', the flowers’—comes from Jesus. Were
there no God, there would be no life, We all
have this kind of life, and if we are Christians,
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we have another kind of life too. This comes
from Jesus Christ, so we will call it the Christ-
life. It is life that never ends. [Show a plant
and dwell upon the facts that its life will end, but
the Christian’s never. Tell the children to try to
count the stars some evening and explain that
there will be more years in which the people who
have the Christ-life will live with God than there
are stars in the sky. Neither stars nor years
can be counted. ]

John has another beautiful name for Jesus.
He calls him the Light, and says that this Christ
life is the light., When mother loves you and
calls you Birdie she does not mean that you are
a bird, but that you are nice, like a bird, When
John calls Jesus Light he does not mean that
Jesus is light, but that Jesus is good, like the
light. Let us see what we could do without light.
| Darken the room. Explain that the darkness is
due to the 2sence of light. Speak of perpetual
night.] How much this room wants light. How
much light does for this room,

Sometimes the light shines on the dark, but the
dark won’t let the light go through it. See the
light of this candle shine upon this piece of
black cloth I hold between me and the candle,
Can you see the light? No. 8o some people
are like that dark, they won’t let the light of God
shine through them. Because of this darkness
[point to cloth] I had to tell you that there was
to be a light here. Because of the darkness in
the world—I mean the wrong that there is—God
had to send a man to tell people that Jesus and
his light were coming. This was another John,
He was called John the Baptist, because he bap-
tized people.

You make a playhouse ; whose is it Yours, of
course. What if you should come to that house
and find some boys and girls there You would
say, “It is nice that they are having a good time
here.” But if they should say to you, “You
must not come in, there is no room for you in
yourown house,” they would not be doing right.
Who made the world? Jesus. Who owns the
world? Yes, Jesus. But when Jesus came
from heaven to his own world he found
lots of people in it, and he was glad that they
were having a good time here ; but some of them
told Jesus that they did not want him where they
were, that there was no room for him in his own
world,

[8how several tiny candles or tapers. Ilave
one in the center much taller than the others.
Take one candle after another to central one,
lighting each brought forward. Leave a few
untouched.] See, the candle has given of its

lizht to every candle that would come to it and

Why did this other candle get no light ?
children answer.)

Jesus will give his light, his never-ending life,
to everyone who comes to him, and he will do it
just as easily and just as quickly as the candl:
gave its light ; but if people won’t come to him,
they can’t get life or light.

[Let the

LESSON iI. (January 8,)

CHRIST'S FIRST DISCIPLES. John 1.
35-46.

GoOLDEN TEXT. “Behold the Lamb of God.”
John 1. 36,
Primary Notes,

. Shall I tell you a lantern
story? I call a lantern
story one that is not true in
itself, but is made up and
put around something that
is true, just as the glass is
put around the light in the

Dol Follow?

| lantern, to let the light

shine through. In a lantern story the meaning
is worth most, as the light is worth more than
the glass around it,

Well, once upon a time three boys in separate -
boats went out and gathered water-lilies and!
other things that would be worth money when
sold. When they came to shore one boy jumped
out in a hurry, saying, “I guess the boat will:
stay till I get back,” and left it unfastened.
When he came again the boat and all its treasure
were gone. Thesecond found a piece of chainand |
tied it to the boat, saying, I think this is heavy
enough to hold the boat still.”” When he came
back the boat was gone down the river. The -
chain itself was not fastened to anything: The
third boy found a stout chain fastened, to the -
dock, and to that he fastened his boat. When he
came back he found boat and treasure safe,

Do you see the light shining through this
story ? It means this: If you want to keep fast
hold of what you have, you must not only have a
few links of a chain, but the chain must be fast
at one end and you must fasten it at the other.
Now we are finding, this quarter, the links- of
a golden chain, God holds this chain in his
hand. We must fasten it in our memories, and
then it will hold our treasure of truths, [Review
last Sunday’s lesson from the blackboard with its~
“link,” and sing again “The leéssons are ‘all
about Jesus, our Lord.”]

John, the loving disciple, kept his-light shin-
ing. When the Jews asked who he was he said '
he was not the One who was to come ; he was
just like a voice crying out, .‘““Make ready the:

it has as much left as if it had given none away.

way.”

=
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|
Next day at Bethabara [see map] John, seeing | another behind? What must you leove to

Jesus, called him by another name.

the Lamb of God. [Explain giving of this name,
and question back the explanations.]

Again John saw Jesus and called him by this
name. Two of his own disciples heard, and
followed Jesus. Was John glad? O yes. He
told them to look at Jesus. He wanted them to
follow him, Here is a word for our lesson link
—“Follow.” These were Christ’s First Disciples.
That means followers, learners. Shall he have
some new ones, little learners, to-day ?

[Drill on lesson title, text, and golden word.]

Do you sometimes go visiting? Ilave you
visitors? These men went home with Jesus
and spent the rest of the day. A day with Jesus!
Think what they learned. One of them, Andrew,
hurried to bring his brother Simon Peter to
Jesus, Is there some one in your house who
does not know the Saviour? Can’t you bring
that one? At least you can speak to Jesus in
prayer about him. Next day Jesus said to
Philip, “ Follow me.” Philip obeyed, and soon
wanted to bring another follower. There was
Nathanael.

Nathanael wondered how One so good could
come from that poor little town of Nazareth,
Philip only said, “Come and see.” That was
the way to find out.

On the board we will make a picture of one
friend inviting another to come with him.
Think of Philip’s invitation, *“Come and see.”
{Reproduce picture, or make marks represent-
ing it.)

0, if people would only come and see how it
is! O, if they would only spend a day with
Jesus! Wouldn’t they learn enough of him to
want to follow him always? Well, we have

COME. AND - SEE.

this day. S8hall we spend it learning of Jesus?
That is what we are here for in his house.
Can you follow one path without leaving

What was
the first? The Word. Next? The Light. Now, |

He said to bhim, *“ We have found |
the One Moses said was coming.” \\'heni

follow Jesus? Only what is wrong. What is
before? Heaven and Jesus, and his love and
| care all along. A step at a time, that is the
iwny. Keep close and you are safe. Say to
| others, *“Come.” You can't if you don't fol-
| low. Begin now.

| Study and Oceupation for the Sub-

primary Department.

Curist’s First DiscirLes. John 1, 35-46.

MemoRrY Gem: ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God.”
John 1, 36.

LessonN 8tory: Almost as soon a8 God made
people they began to do wrong. People who do
| wrong can’t go to heaven. Heaven is a large
| place and God wants it full of people, 8o he has
to make good people for heaven out of bad peo-
ple. He could get them in no other way. No
one but God can do this.

Here is the way in which God used to take the
sin--that is, the bad—out of people. He told
everyone who had done wrong and was sorry for
doing wrong that if he would bring a lamb to
the temple—that is, to the church—he would
forgive him. [Explain forgiveness, also place a
lamb upon the altar of the temple model.] It
was because lambs had done nothing wrong that
people brought them to the temple. They felt
too bad to go to God alone, so brought a lamb to
show that they wished to become like a lamb,
and then God made them good.

God soon began to tell his prophets—that is,
his ministers—about another way to take sin
away from people, and what he told them they
put in the Bible, God said that he would send
his only Son, Jesus Christ, to his Church on
earthi, just as people sent lambs to the temple,
and that Jesus would take the sins of the people
upon himself as the lambs had done, That is
why Jesus is called the Lamb of God.

Our lesson for to-day is about the first disci-
ples of Jesus. These disciples were men who be-
lieved that Jesus is the God-man, and who went
about with him to hear his words and to learn
how to do good.

[Make three marks on the board to represent
John the Baptist, Andrew, and John,** who wroto
our lesson,” also a cross to represent Christ.]
| John the Baptist, on seeing Jesus coming, said,
| #Behold the Lamb of God 1 [Review the signif-
|icance of this appellation.] Andrew and John
| wanted to see more of Jesus, so they followed
| him. [Represent this upon the board. Repeat
verse 38.] Jesus asked the disciples to his house
[a square upon the board]. They went in and
had so nice a call that they stayed until evening.
'[Make stars at the top of the board.] What do
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you suppose Jesus was talking about all that
time? [Let the children answer. Represent the
return of the disciples from the house. ]

Andrew said to himself, ‘I must not go to
bed until I find my brother Simon and bring him
to Jesus; to-morrow may be too late.”” [Make
several houses and groups of people upon the
board and Andrew searching among them for
Simon.] There, he has found Simon [a mark] ;
he said to him, ** We have found Jesus!” Of
course Simon wanted to see Jesus, so Andrew
took him to the house where Jesus stopped. See
the two brothers walking down the street. No
one had told Jesus Simon’s name, but he knew it
and called him by it. Jesus knows all things.
He gave 8imon a new name, which means stone.

The next day Jesus went to Galilee, [Let a
corner of the board represent Galilee.] Here he
found a new disciple, Philip. Jesus said to
Philip, “Follow me.” He meant, “Try to be
like me ; be a Christian.” Philip was glad to do
s0, and he wanted others to know that the God-
man was really upon earth, so he hunted around
and found Nathanael. [Represent all on the board
as you explain.] Philip said to Nathanael [repeat
the latter part of verse45]). Nathanael could not
sce how the God-man could come from a little
town like Nazareth, where not many good peo-
ple lived. [Repeat verses 46 and 47, illustrating
all upon the board, and imitating the sound of
walking by the crayon.] Jesus loves to tell peo-
ple that they are good when they are good. [Re-
peat verse 48.]

LESSON III. (January 15,
CHRIST’S FIRST MIRACLE. John
2. 1-11.

GoLpEN TexT, “ And his disciples believed
on him.”

John 2, 11,
Primary Notes,

How many of you ever
went to a party? How did
| you know you were to go?
0, you had an invitation.
Did you have a good time
when you went? Were
there others besides your-
self at the last party? Was
Jesus there? Think. Was he asked to come?
If it was right to go, it would be right to ask
him. He will always go where it is right to go.
Were you ever at a wedding party ? To-day’s
lesson tells about one. Jesus was asked to come,
and he went. [See map.] It was the third day
after what we have already learned about. [Here
review last Sunday’s lesson.]

We have learned about Christ’s first disciples,

and now we come to his first miracle, A mir-
acle is a wonderful thing, which only God cah
do. We willlearn this title and Golden Text, all
of us, What is the most important word in the
text? *“Believe ?” Yes,surely. Put that golden
word in our link for to-day. [Repeat in concert
the three links.]

Come, now, shall we take a thought journey,
and go to that wedding feast long ago? [De-
scribe the probable house, table, and customs of
the feast.]

But see! There is trouble among those who
are serving the guests, Jesus’s mother finds out
what it is. The wine of that country which they
drink so much has given out. They are ashamed
and troubled. Mary goes stra it to Jesus with
the need. She doesn’t know how he will get
them out of their trouble, but she knows he can
and will do something for them ; she—what is
the golden word ?—belicves. * Whatever he
says to you, do it,”” she tells the servants,
There are no grapes there to make wine, or time
to press them ; but thereis water, and something
to hold it. See! we will make some big jars on
the board, Now come back to Cana. IHere are
the waterpots. Jesus says, *“Fill them with
water.,” The servants fill them to the brim.
Jesus bids them take to the head man of the
feast. Tlow surprised he is at its goodness. He
doesn’t know where it comes from, but the sery-
ants who drew all the water for the jars, they
know. Do we not want to be Jesus' servants,
always near to him, doing as he says, and seeing
his wonderful power ?

How pleased the guests are! How they praise
the wine! And it was nothing but water till
Jesus changed it. None but he could do such a
thing ; so this is a miracle. Now his disciples,
who knew before something of Jesus, know more
and believe as never before since they knew him,

The more we learn the more we will trust Jesus,
80 we come back to our golden word “ Believe,”
Take Jesus at his word, Ile can change bitter

n———
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things into something sweet and good for us.
Here is Mary on a little white cot in a hospital.
She has been hurt and will never walk again.
O, how hard and sad. and the pain is so bad.
But Jesus stands beside her. If she had not
been hurt, she might have forgotten him, but she |
won’t now. lle gives patience in the pain, and
teaches her sweet lessons she would never have
kuown any other way. S8he lives to help others
love Jesus. The pain is changed to blessing.
Isn’t this better than water turned to wine?
Nothing is too hard for Jesus. He is with us |
everywhere and always, to make everything turn |
1o good if we trust and obe, Fasten in your |
hearts the golden word *“ Believe.”

Study and Occupation for the Sub- |
primary Department, [
CHRr1s1’s FIRsT MIiRAcLE, John 2, 1-11.

MEMORY G™ v : ‘“ And his disciples believed on |
him.” John . 11,

LessoN Strory: There is to be a wedding at |
Cana. Cana is a town in the country where
Jesus lived. We will call this room Cana, mak- |
ing belicve that the wedding is to be here, the
wedding feast, too, which lasts seven or eight
days. We will call this [point to an aisle] the street
on which the man lives who is to be married. We
will hang up lanterns as he does before the
wedding. [Stretch two lines of twine, upon |
which, at equal distances, place pieces of bent
wire, to which the children can hang lanterns. ]

The time for the wedding has now come.
These people always have their weddings in the
evening, [Pin stars to the wall ; also divide the |
class into two parts, one representing the friends ‘
of the bride, and the other friends of the bride- |
groom. Have the two sections march and meet,
then march in one direction. Explain that this
represents the way the friends of the bride carry
her to the home of the groom, who with his friends
comes to meet her with music and festivity.) |

We are at the wedding now, and Jesus and his
disciples Lave come, too, but they have come late,
and we did not know they were coming at all,
[Let the children name these four disciples.] |

These people always have at their weddings |
what they call wine, but what is just pure grape |
juice. There is a poison called alcohol in real
wine, and the Bible tells us we must not
drink real wine. At this wedding wine ean do no
harm. If it could, Jesus would have nothing to
do with it.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, is at the wedding,
The people there have used all the wine before |
Jesus and his disciples come, so she says to
Jesus, “ They have no wine.” S8he knows that
Jesus can get wine where no one else can, for he

\ is God.

| wine.

He says to her [repeat verse 4]; this
means, “ We must not worry. 1 will get wine
for our friends when God wants me to. He, not

we, must choose the hour for what he wants

done.” [Repeat verse 5.]

Jesus tells the servants to bring six water-
pots—the large ones, from which people get
water to wash their hands before they eat. Here
they are. The people want wine and none is
here. [Turn the waterpots upside down.]

Jesus tells the servants to fill the waterpots
with water, and they fill them up to the brim.
[Let the children fill the receptacles.] They won-
der why Jesus tells them to do this, It is wine

| and not water that the people want.

| Explain the work of the governor of the feast,
that is, to see that everything about the table was
satisfactory, to tuke the first taste of the wine to
learn if it was all right, ete. Repeat verse 8,] The
servants minded Jesus and asked no questions,
They had put water into the waterpots. They
had taken out wine, How did the wine get
there ? The water had turned into wine. Jesus
poured nothing into the waterpots. 1le did not
touch them, Ile did not tell the water to turn
into wine. He just wanted the water to turn
into wine, and what Jesus wants done can always
be done without word or work. The governor
did not know that this wing had been water
once. [Repeat verses 9 and 10.7

John the Baptist had said that Jesus is God,
and now Jesus shows the people that he is God,
for no one but a God-man can turn water into
When Jesus did anything that no one
else could do it was called a miracle. No one
but Jesus can turn waterinto wine. So the turn
ing of water into wine was a miracle, and this was
the first miracle that Jesus ever did.

LESSON 1V, (January 22.)
CHRIST AND NICODEMUS. John 3.1-186.

GOLDEN TeXT. *“For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” John 3. 16,

Primary Notes,

Once upon a time a little
boy who had been long
away from his father's
house was to make the
journey home, It had to
be on foot, and the way
was long and dangerous.
The child did not know
the road at all. But there
was nothing to fear. The father sent the boy’s
older brother, who knew the way, to be his
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rse 4] ; this guide and companion. This brother never left | they did as they were told, and God did what he
ill get wine his charge. Whatever happened the two were | said he would, God wanted every one of them to
to. He, not always close together. Sometimes they over-| be healed; so God wants every one to turn to

it he wants took a happy company of travelers. Then the  Jesus with that loving look of trust that he asks

older brother was glad to see the younger one's  for, and he will heal our hearts of sin and give
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enjoyment, and helped it on. Sometimes there
was adark and lonely piece of road, but there
were always two to travel it; the little pilgrim
was never alone—the brother was there !

Now, isn’t this like Jesus, our Lord? 1leis our
Elder Brother, leading us home, and he is with

‘ us new life—a loving, trusting, obedient life,

[ Can we tell what the life of the body is? Yet

‘we know when we are alive. The living body
moves its hands and feet and lips, and shows in
a hundred ways that it is alive. If Jesus’s love

| lives in our hearts, we will show it by what we

us always and everywhere. Last Sunday we | do. We know when the wind blows by what it
found him at a glad marriage feast, and in to- | does, though no one ever saw the wind. You
day’s lesson we find him in the darkness and 'never saw what we call love, but you know what
quiet of the night, with just one trou 1 man love does. Jesusloves you; will you love him?
who wants to ask questions, With mauy or with |

few, it is always ““ that same Jesus,” vnderstand-
ing us when we are glad, when we are sorry,
when we are alone! How is this? Why does he

keep so close? Why is he ready to help many |
to be happy, or one to find the truth? O, he |

loves us so. He came for love’s sake. He was
sent for love's sake. Our text says so. [Drill on
Golden Text.] With such a text, “ Love” is the
word to go into our lesson link to-day. Whose
love comes first? Jesus’s love. Whose should
come next? Ours—yes, ours! How many links
have we? Shine for Jesus, follow Jesus, believe
on Jesus, love Jesus, ‘The lessons areall about
Jesus, our Lord.” [Sing versegiven in Lesson 1.)

[Let word-picture follow. Describe the quiet
hour, the waiting, sympathizing, loving Saviour—
the man of the Pharisees, the ruler of the Jews ;
the strange words, “Ye must be born again ;
the man’s perplexity, the illustration of the wind,
the story of the serpent in the wilderness, lifted
up that the bitten Israelites who looked might
live, no matter how feeble the look, how sore
the hurt, how far from the lifted serpent, nor
how many had looked before. After giving de-
tails recall them by questions.]

The bite of those fiery serpents put poison in
the veins of the people. Can life go on with
poisoned blood? No, the poison must be taken
out, and then it seems as if new life were in the
body. We begin to live over again, Now, Jesus
told Nicodemus that he must be born again,
Just as a wee baby begins to live, with every-
thing fresh and new, and with everything to
learn and trusting some one to teach it always,
80 Jesus says we must be made over new, with
the sin taken away and forgiven, and we must
have a new heart altogether, like a little child’s
heart—loving and trusting and ready to learn,
Jesus gives us this new life, but he wants us to
look to him for it. Did those poor, bitten people
in the wilderness make themselves well when
they looked at the brazen serpent? O no; but

| O\
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Study and Occupation for the Sub-
primary Department.
Cur1sT AND NicopEMUS., John 8. 1-16,

GoLpeEN TExT: “For God soloved the world,
that he gave his only begotten 8on, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life,” John 3, 16,

Memory GeEm: “Ye must be born again.”
John 8. 7.

PrerAraTORY: Call a table Jerusalem ; build a
wall of blocks about three sides, leaving the one
facing the class open,

LessoN Story: At Jerusalem are a lot of men
who know much and spend their time telling
others what to do. One of them is Nicodemus.
Here he is [a sand-map man]. Nicodemus says
to himself, “ My books tell me much. Jesus can
tell me more than my books. I will go and see
him to-night.” [Put stars on the wall.] These
people [point to them] see him going, and say,
‘““There goes the great Nicodemus! How good
heis! How much he knows 1"

Nicodemus has now reached the house where
Jesus rests. [Place an Eastern house on the ta-
ble.] He looks at Jesus—yes, he looks at God.
Rabbi means master. Nicodemus calls Jesus
rabbi, because he knows that Jesus knows more
than he does. [Repeat verses 2 and 8.]
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God has given us this [hold up a bud] to show
us just what Jesus means, What is this ? [Many
will say, ‘“ A flower,” but do not accept this an-
When its petals or leaves begin to round

swer. |
we say a bud is born,
This is not a flower.
be born into a flower, and perhaps it will not.
We can’t tell. Often buds are naughty, and say,
will never, never be flowers. We will always be
buds.” When a bud is born into a flower its
petals open [point to them] and it has a second
birthday.

A person, like a flower, must be born again.
He must have two birthdays, else he cannot go
to the kingdom of God, which is heaven—God’s

That was its birthday.

" home—no more than a naughty bud in the gar-
den which would not be a flower can go into |

our houses in bouquets, But sometimes we want
a few buds in our homes, so we take the sweet
little baby buds. God wants some buds in his
home, so every little baby and every little tiny
child that dies he takes right to heaven and calls
them his little buds. [Dwell largely upon the
beauty of the celestial land.]

Every person must be born twice before he can
go to heaven, e must be borna person the first
time, a spirit the second time. When he is born
the first time he is a baby of flesh and blood.
We feel his hands and know they are flesh ; we
see his blood flowing under his skin, [Have the
children examine the veins of their hands.]

When a person is born again he isborn a spirit.
We do not know now what a spirit is, for we
cannot see spirits, but when we get to heaven
and have new spirit eyes we shall know all about
them. God, the angels, and everything in heaven
are spirits. God is our Father, What a father is
his children must be. Since God the Father is a
spirit, people who are born of God—who are born
again—are spirits. When a person is born a baby
he takes his father’s name. [Call for examples.]
‘When a person is born the second time heis born
of God: hetakes the name of his new Father—God;
Christ is God ; 8o the person on his second birth-
day takes Christ’s name and is called a Christian.
[Have the children repeat the words Christ and
Christian to note the similarity.)

When a person is born the first time everyone
in the house knows it, but people elsewhere do
not; 8o his father and mother send their friends
tiny cards with the baby’s name on them. [Show
one.] The friends who get them say, 8o there
is a new baby.” When a person is born the sec-
ond time he knows it and God knows, but other
people do not ; so God tells him to be baptized ;
then the people will know it, and they say, 8o
there is a new Christian.” [Explain baptism ; re-
peat verse 8.]

Perhaps it will some time

LESSON V., (January 29.)

CHRIST AT JACOB’S WELL. John 4.
5-15. .
GoLpeN TeEXT. * Whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never thirst,”
John 4. 14,
‘ Primary Notes,
— . Take a glass of clear water
| | into class. What is this?
What used for? Can we
. live without water? Is it
5 even more needful than
| food? Yes. Does it make
any difference what sort
we drink and where we get
it? Once some travelers
| grew very thirsty as they walked along, and
| each went a different way to see if water could
be found. Two of them found some little
streams, muddy enough, but they were in a
hurry to drink, and tasted this murky water.
The third said, when he saw a muddy stream,
“I'll hurry on till T find the spring and drink
the clear water there.” 8o he did. He found
the cool water flowing from a rock, where there
was nothing to spoil it as the streams were
spoiled that flowed through the marshy ground.
Isn’t it worth while to seek the best at the foun-
tain head? Would you? Flowing water is
called living water. This seems to give new life
to a thirsty one. What had we about new life
last week ? [Here bring in review and link les-
sons closely together. | .
When isit that we want a drink? When it is o
warm, and we are thirsty and tired? Was Jesus W.
[Describe as 3
1

ever thirsty and warm and tired ?
vividly as possible the journey through Samaria,
pointing out on map. Picture the weary Sa-
viour upon the well-side, the woman with her
waterpot, Jesus's request—he asked her to give 1
bhim something, but it was that he might do
more for her. Tell of the woman’s surprise, her §
curious questions, the strange, new feeling that
came to her about this stranger at the well-side ;
her belief that he must be divine because he told
her what she had done ; her mission to the city,
leaving the waterpot that was worth so much to
her; the invitation “Come,” the gathering of
the people to listen to Jesus, and their word to
the woman, “ We have heard him ourselves and
know.” Then return to the wonderful thing Je-
sus said to the woman, that if she knew what
gift he had to give, she would have asked the
living water, and her answer, not quite under-
standing it all, “8ir, give me to drink.”]

Jesus gave this poor woman a loving invita-

tion. He went out of his way to bring it to her

wm
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himself. e came to her that she might have a
chance to come to him for the love and blessing
that would be to her heart what living, pure
water is to the thirsty one who drinks so gladly.
We will put in our lesson-link to-day the invita-
tion “Come.” The woman said, * Give me this
water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to
draw.” Again and again she came with her
waterpot to Jacob’s well. Jesus says that the
love and the life that he gives to our hearts will
last always, so that we shall not be longing with
all our hearts for something to help and comfort
and bless us, as a thirsty man longs for water,
This blessing is so wonderful that he calls it the
water of life. He bids us come and take it. See
picture of fountain on board. See how many
lessons we can learn about the living water.
Does a fountain give purer water than the
stream along the muddy road? So Jesus gives
us better things than this world ever can, and
the life we cannot have in any other way., Does
the fountain flow always? Jesus’s love always
does. Does water cost anything? It often
costs much to make a fountain, but people drink
freely, It cost Jesus’s life to save us, but we
may have this blessing of life if we ask. Only
the thirsty care to drink. Do we want Jesus’s
love?  Will we take it to-day? Ie gays,
‘“Come.”

Let us learn this little closing verse and sing
as a prayer :

Teach us, Lord, this precious lesson,
Written for us in thy word ;
Help us, S8aviour, to remember
Truths that we to-day have heard,

Ever\Iaang Life

7 = doth XXXIX.

Study and Occupation for the Sub-
primary Department.
CHRIST AT JACOB'S WELL, John 4. 5-15,
GoLpeN Text: “ Whosoever drinketh of the

water that I shall give him shall never thirst,”
Joonn 4, 14,

Lesson Story: It was three days after our

Christmas. Jesus had been walking for a long
way. He was alone, for his disciples had gone
to the city, off there [point], to buy bread. He
was in Samaria—Ilet's call this table Samaria.
Samaria is a hot country and its people are
thirsty very often, and so they have a great many
wells. Here is one [point to the well on the
table] ; it is called Jacob’s well, because a good
Bible man named Jacob made it years and years
before, and God kept it filled with water all the
time for the people,

God got all ready for men before he made men,
and because he knew they would want water to
drink he placed a lot under the ground. [If time,
speak of the clouds as God’s water bottles.] God
wants us to rest when we are tired, and in this
country men and animals always rest at noon.
See, it is noon now, for the sun is directly over-
head. ([Point to a gilt ball suspended over the
table.] Jesus looked into the well., [Peep into
the well yourself.] O how cool the water looked,
and he was so thirsty, but he had no waterpot
from which to drink.

Jesus looked up. There was a woman coming
with a waterpot. The women in this land seldom
go out of their rooms excepting to draw water
from the wells.

Jesus was a Jew. The Jews prayed to no one
but our God. The woman was a Samaritan,
The Samaritans prayed to our God and to other
little gods they called idols. [Show one or a
picture of one cut from some missionary journal.]
The Jews did not love the Samaritans, Jesus
was better than the other Jews, and he loved
everyone, even the Bamaritans, although he did
not like to have them pray to idols, We must
love everyone, as Jesus did. The best way to
make bad people good is to love them,

Jesus said to the woman, *“ Give me to drink.”
Jews did not even speak to S8amaritans, and she
sald [repeat all of verse9] The woman did not
know that this was Jesus., e thought he would
let her try to find out who he was, so he said
[repeat verse 10].

Before God made people he knew they would
want goodness, 8o he placed this in hisSon Jesus,
just as he placed water in the ground. Now
when people want this goodness, righteousness,
or salvation they have only to go to Jesus and
get it, just as this woman went to the well for
water and got it. Jesus calls his goodness, which
is for everybody, the living water. This woman
grew thirsty every day, and had to go to this
well every noon for water; but Jesus told her
that whoever would drink of the water that he
would give would never thirst again, When
people take this living water from Christ we say
that they become Christians,

o~
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Repeat verse 15, Then Jesus told the woman
a great many things she had done. No one had
told him about them, so she knew that Jesus
must be God, and after she had given him adrink
she ran to tell people to come and see the God-
man. She wanted to tell them so much that she
forgot all about the water she came for, and left
her waterpot at the well. Iere it is now.

[The well : Take a piece of card or bristol board
about the size of a sheet of note paper and fasten
the ends together, Cut out and fit over the top
of this a circular piece of board, representing the
curb, about an inch in width. A round box or a
tin can covered with brown paper could be used |
for a well.

[Bucket: This was of leather, with three sticks |
across the mouth to keep it open. Take a piece :
of brown paper three inches long and one inch
wide. Fasten the ends together so that it will
assume a circular shape. Insert wire for a bail.
Also provide a long piece of twine for letting the
bucket down the well. If desired, the three
sticks referred to may be made use of.]

————

Whisper Songs for January.

FIRST LESSON,
Holy Lord Jesus,
Light us, we pray,
Out of the darkness
Into the day.

SECOND LESSON,
Loving Lord Jesus,

Lcad us, we pray,
Lest we should wander

Far from thy way.

THIRD LESSON.

Lord of thy little ones,
Holy and true,

All that thou biddest us
Help us to do.

FOURTH LESSON,
Spirit of Jesus,
Breath of the Lord,
Bresthe on thy little ones
Out of thy word.

FIFTH LESSON,
fpirit of Jesus,
‘Truth from above,
Spring thou within us

A fountain of love.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
First Quarter,
CONCERT RECITATION,
Safely through another week,
God has brought us on our way ;
Let us now a blessing seek,
Waiting in his courts to-day;
Day of all the week the best,
Emblem of eternal rest.
Teacher. Lord, open thou our lips :
(lass. And our mouth shall show forth thy
praise.
Praise SBonNa. “ We praise thee, O God.”
7. Come, let us worship and bow down,
C. Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker.
WHISPER PRAYER.
Before my words of prayer are said
I'll close my eyes and bow my head ;
I'll try to think to whom I pray,
And try to mean the words I say.
PRAYER.
Moriox Soxa, 66, * Melodies for Little People.”
CONCERT RECITATION,

Small are the gifts that we can bring,
But thou hast taught us, Lord,
If given for the Saviour’s ske,

They lose not their reward.
OFFERINGS. “ Give, said the little stream.”
ResroNsIVE EXERCISE.
Teacher. For life, and health, and happy days,
Class. We praise our loving Lord ;
7. For love that leads us in wisdom’s ways,
(. We praise our loving Lord ;
7. Forthis dear friend, so kind and true,
. We praise our loving Lord ;
7. That she may know and serve thee, too,
C. We pray our loving Lord.
BIRTHDAY GIFTS,
First PsaLm.,
LessoN Tavenr,
EcHO PRAYER,
SINGING,
CLO81N¥G CONCERT PRAYER.

Be with us, loving Saviour,
Through all our childhood days ;
And help us now and always
Walk in thy holy ways.
Teacher, The Lord watch between thee ard

me,
Class, When we are absent one from the otner,

DismissaL,
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i
l“appy New Year.

Though ’tis ot the time of roses, and the
weary {land reposes
Underneath no golden glory and no
shade of fronded palm ;
Tho' the earth has lost her brightness,
save for robes of snowy whiteness,
And the wild winds whistle coldly in
the plage of summer calm;
Yet a power divine attending, and a love
supreme befriending,
Fill the heart with sunlit gladness and
with summer all the time;
There's no lack of light and beauty on
the path of faith and duty,
For a life to God devoted is forever in
its prime.
So we cross the mystic portal, for a hand
benign, immortal,
Takes our own,and leads us onward to
the unknown nights and days:
And an eye that never sleepeth loving
vigil o’er ug keepeth,
As we tread the New Year's pathway
w:th the song of trust and praise.

BY REV. N. BUR'

Chancellor Vie
In a recent numbér of our able con-
inster, we notice a
review of the new Md&thodist Catechism,
by the Rev. John Laing, D.D. As might
be expected, Dr, Laing§ doctrinal stand-
point differs in many4§ essential points
from ours. Of this wé have no reason
to complain, nor is it %orth while now
to revive the controversy as to whether
our more emphatic Presentation of
human duty, or the Wiestminster em-
phatic presentation of DiWne sovereignty
and the work of the Spirf}, is more per-
fectly scriptural,

We are also most happy # acknowledge
our indebtedness to the gr&hd old West-

minster symbol. It is infleed not the
first time that we have Mgcurred this
debt. More than half a §entury ago,
the eminent Methodist gtheologian,
Richard Watson, in preparing® catechism
for English Methodism, drew@argely on
the same source, so that man§ of these
definitions are as familiar to as they
are to our Presbyterian brethrgn.

But on one or two points we $ink our
Calvinistic, or, if he prefers iti Augus-
tinian brother, has done us sc#nt jus-
tice, and has, we think, unduly m$gnified
the divergence of the two churchés. Of

course our brother must p@rmit us not
to accept the Westminster Befinition, or
doctrine of Divine sovereggnty, foreor-
dination and election, ing#much as we
do not believe these to bff the true ex-
pression or sense of Scriture. But it
does not follow that wegFignore a true
doctrine of Divine sovegeignty as pre-
sented in Scripture, n even a true
doctrine of foreordinatiiin and election;
though we do not regggd these as first
principles to be taught o children.

Again, in the Westmjiister enumeration
of the Divine attribyMes, why are his
mercy which ‘“enduiith forever,” and
his love of which if@#is said “ God is
love,”” omitted ? T answer will, of
course, be that they jre included in his
goodness. So we h@i¢e included justice
as one of the most gisential elements of
the Divine holinesg¥ in this following
many of the ablest #heologians.

We make no objegion to several other
notes in which ourgstandpoint certainly
differs from that jdf the Westminster
Catechism. But off two points we may
venture to suggest@that our critic may
not have read morfthan sectional head-
ings, when he sayghat “ from the sixth
section on, much i taught in detail that
is regarded by th@ church as duty and
only deduced frong Scripture.” In re-
examination of thiike sections we fail to
find a single elen@¥nt of Christian duty
which can be reg@®ded as resting on the
authority of ordirfnces of the church, or
which is not diregtly taught as a duty in
the New Testamgnt. We have simply
attempted to apjy the Christian ethirs
of the New Tesfament to our modern
everyday life.

The other poilif relates to the office
and work of th@Spirit. The criticism
leaves the imprefion that *“the work of
the Spirit is igfored,” because it does
not appear in ofe particular question—
forgetting that 8n 29, repentance is a
grace of the Hol Spirit, in 33, regenera-
tion is the worf of the Holy Spirit, in
37, sanctificatiorgis wrought by the Holy
Spirit, and that §n 72, 73, 74, the work of
the Holy Spirit #n the church and in the
individual belieffer is fully defined. Of
course it is not§ko defined as to include
an irresistible g@eration of the Spirit by
which one clagf of men are separated
from another. Bh a section dealing with
the practical usfl of the means of grace,
we have thouglt it sufficient to teach
our children t@ ‘““attend thereto with
diligence, prerfration and prayer.”
Surely those whi obey this teaching can-
not and do notfignore the work of the
Spirit,
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Oh, Lift up Yofir Hearts.
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1. Gh, lift upyour hearts, for he com - eth,

The promised one ho -ly and true;
2. The sto-ry so old and so pre - cious,
N

Doce told to the shepherds at night,

Oh, greet him with glad ga . do - ra-t|

y And car - ol his prais-es a - new,
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)

s Withev -er ro- turn -ing de - light,

He com-eth, he com-eth, ex - pect-ed s@ long! No vis-ion of beau-ty we see,
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3 Oh, could we but look through the ages, § 4 O tidings, most holy and blessed, Bath.
How sweet to behold from afar, : Of “peace unto men and good-will,” Warwick : Its C
The gleam of the angels in glory Come, quicken our hearis with devotion, —Joseph A
Reflected in Bethlehem’s star 1 ‘ Our souls with thy melody fill,
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Everyday-Life
P:asant Life i
Albert Durer !
Holoein's Dan

=Mrs. R. N. Turner,




VOLUMES XLIX. and L.
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The Methodist
Magazine and

e, CNCReview

p.0. F.R.S.C.

) T PROSPECTUS

[llystrated = 1 899

Articles —
300 FINE

ENGRAVINGS
o

/;\ Impressions of a Visit to Japan.
REV, DR. CARMAN.

Arctic Exploration, Miss E. SANvkR
BON.
The Near East. Miss Dora M. JoNes.
Scientific Farming in Canada.
Among the Philippinos.
A Great Canadian Industry—
Lumbering.

The Danish Royal Household.
Homes and Haunts of Luther,
Sunny Days in Spain.
Auld Reekie and Its Memories.
The Ministry of Art., Caxox O'MEARA.
In the Balearics.
Sidelights in Servia,
China in Transition,
More “Keys of Empire.”

01d English Boroughs—Bristol and
Bath.

Warwick : Its Countess and Tenant
—Joseph Arch.

In Shakespeare's Country.
P.ctures of Old Roman Life.
Everyday-Life in Palestine.
P:asant Life in Holland.
Albert Durer and His Work.

= "\

ONE OF MANY ENGRAVINGS T BE USED IN ILLUSTRATING THE ARTIOLE,
Holoein's Dance of Death "'AMONG THE PHILIPPINDS.'




GOING TO CHURCH.
ILLUSTRATING ''PEASANT LIFE IN HOLLAND. '’

~e L = )

Serial and Short Stories

A Princess in Calico. Evirn F. Buack.

Dinna Forget Spurgeon. Iax Macuarex.

More Sailor Yarns, Rev. J. G. Axe

Cumberland Sketches. Rev. J. V.

Beyond the Rockies. Rev. A. Bro \

Also 8hort Storles by such Popular Writers as
Enya E. HorNiBROOK, MaRy 8. DANIELS, WooD
Swmitn, 8. L. Usperwoopn, MARR Guy Prarse,
J. Hysvop Bew, Erc., Etc.

{ gl W

JOHANN TAULER OF STRASSBURG.
ILLUSTRATING ‘'JOHANN TAULER OF STRASSBURG.'*

MANY
OF THEM

Missionary ILLUSTRATED

NArticlesest.st

An Ancient Mission, the Nestorian Church in
India. Rev. W, L S:aw, b LL.D., Principal
Theological College, Montreal.

Grifith John and Missionary Work in China,
Rkv. Dr. Dver, Albert College, Belleville,

Bishop Heber. Rev. R. I. WarnEr, M.A,, Alma Col.

David Brainerd.

Child Widows in India. D. L. WooLwer,

Women and Missions. Rev. Dr. Gracky,

“Go Tell.” The Adventures of a Medical Mis-
sionary.

Mission Life and Work in Egypt. Mss. S, Wrient,

Zenana Work in India. Miss H. E. WoopsworTH,

%
{

| er %WW .
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PARIEN 4o, PARNEMAR G - DM

‘LA FORNARINA. '
ILLUSTRATING "'PAPERS ON ART AND ARCHITECTURE.'

) b

Popular Science
i, tArticles

Invisible Light. C. H. Cuast, M.A,, Toronto Univ,

From Myth to Microbe—Ancient and Modern
Science. Compared by Rev, CHANCELLOR BUrwas't

The Romance of Agriculture, C. C. Jawes, M.A,
Deputy Minister of Agriculture,

Recent Astronomical Discoveries, Tios. Lixpsay
Michael Faraday and His Work. H. Boxis,
With the Sponge Fishers,

The New Astronomy, W. Hueaiss, LL.D,

A Theory of the Nebul®. Dr. DauuiNexk.

The Waves that Come from Outer 8pace. Pror.
JoHN TROWBRIDGE.

Balloon Post During the Siege of Paris.
ALSO CURRENT NOT!I':ON POPULAR SCIENCE.
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Social and
Religious Topics

BY WELL-KNOWM WRITERS

o

Sidelights on Methodism. Rev. Dr, Latnery,
The Church and the Workingmen, Rev. Dr.
SUTHERLAND,
The Bible Teaching on the Millennium. Rev.
Dr. Burwasn, Chancellor Victoria University,
More Hymns and Hymn-writers, Itev. Dr,
Lameuy,

Woman's Part in Temperance Reform. Mgs.
M. R. THORNLEY,

Among the Toilers of the Deep. Dr. W. T.
GRENFELL,

Dickens and the New Education — Squeers,
Thwackum and Blimber. Jawes L. Huenrs,

An Experiment in Altruism. Jas. L. Hveues.
(Mlustrated.)

Bishop Vincent and His Educational Work, 1‘
(Mlustrated.) ILLUSTAATING ' SUNNY DAYS IN sPAIN. '’

The New Woman and the True Woman. Rev. 2
Pror. RevNARr, LL.D. -

Is the World Growing Worse? Rev. DR. DEWART.

Angio-8axon Brotherhood. Ds. Huai JomssToN.

s aunt, fhave Pruia Character Studies

The Idyl of Bethany. Rev. Dr. Rosk.
Social Liie and Ideals of the Middie Age. Pror.
L. E. Hox¥'§a, Ph,D., Victoria University, and Sketches

’ MANY OF THEM ILLUSTRATED
o

o

British Statesman Series:
Lord Salisbury. Rev. J. C, SEYMOUR.
Lord Beaconsfleld. Rev. W. H. Apaws,
Lord John Russell.
Lord Wolseley. Rev, W. J. Siepreun, B.A,,
B.D., Columbian College,
Lord Derby. R. E. Hounoway, B.A., Methodist
College, St. John's, Newfoundland,
8ir Robert Peel
Chaucer, the Father of English Poetry, and His
Tercentenary, Pror. Crark, Trinity University,
John Wesley—An Appreciation., Deax Farrax.
Personal Recollections of Queen Margherita of
Italy. Mgs. M. E. LAvDER.
Wolfe, the Conqueror of Quebec. Rev. Dr.
GrirriTa, Quebec,
Johann Tauler, the Mystic of Strassburg. Rev.
Pror. WanLAce, Victoria University,
Andrew Hofer, the Tyrolese Patriot. Rev. H. H.
FamraLn,
The Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria. Rav.
J. C. Sevyour,
L William Tyndale. Rev, WiLuiax TiNDALL.
“Wallace Wight.” Rsv. Joux Macirax, Pu.D,
Hugh Miller. Rev. A, W. Nicousos.
Secret History of Prince Bismarck. Eorror.
~e =, Thomas Chalmers. Rev. A. W. NicoLsox,

SPANISH PEASANT.

L o |

PALMA-MAJORCA.
ONE OF THE MANY ENGRAVINGS ILLUSTRATING THE !
ARTICLE, "'IN THE BALEARICS. "




The Departments » Important Contributions

Of the WorLD'S PROGRESS, CURRENT A kG Wi also be made by R

s G 3 \ EV. PRINCIPAL
Tro ant, Recent Sciexce, NEW Books, b Caven/iinox College, and by representatives
Reutarovs INTeLLIENCR and EDITORIAL », 3 ’ * of all the Methodist colleges in the Dominion,

Commext will be maintained and de-
veloped.

and by other leading Canadian and foreign
writers,

VR A S Al

BASLE, ILLUSTRATING ''THE HOMES AND HAUNTS OF LUTHER.''

$2.00 ayear. $i,! 0 for 6 months.

“Guardian,” or ‘' Vesleyan” and

Some Opinions
L

“The Canadian Church is to be heartily congratu- ; ““Magazine * to' ‘ther, $2.75.
lated on its Magazine.”—London Quarterly. 4 -
“ bt aeraaes M " e Sunday Schools subscribing two or more copies to
: ?l should bein every Methodist home.,”—Kingston ; resd i prving Sl.(& ,-r yoar onchi;
Whig. °
““ Abreast of the most popular literary magazines. g CLUBBING RATES, — o Clubbing Rates are
The articles are by scholarly men and good writers.” S in addition to the pri for Tue MerHODIST
—St. Louis Methodist, ¢ MAGAZINE AND REVIEW, ' . . leuulnr (le.
' § , R rice, ate

Harper's Monthly Magazine, we...o.. & 00

Century Magazine. 4 00

REVIEWS OF HIGH-CLASS t‘!'{{l’rtll'ijl‘r;:nll:ly(. ¢ 3 1(:):
LITERATURE A SPECIALTY g e B ' 0 25

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, BERLIN, ILLUSTRATING ''THE SECAET HISTORY OF PRINGE BISMARCK. ™

Address Orders—

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesléy Buildings, TORONTO.

C. W. COATES, MONTREAL, OR 8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.S,

Supplement. Please circulate.
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Diane of W . Marie

KS
A Veteran of §812

A Rom1 of French Canada.
By Bl§h:he L. Macdonell.
Paper 58c. -Cloth, $1.23.

A new, strong, Hiliant, Canadian historical
novel, and a splesllid addition to Canadian
literature, vivid escriptive of the highly
picturesque life . . ghe French colony in Front-
enac’s time. T ogiterary style is exquisite,
the character d ng particularly clever and
good, the conv @htions piquant and charm-
ing. It isdec. &l one of the best stories yet
written by a C:  @lian pea.

Daughtefs

Ey ¥ina Sheard. With illus-
atighs by Reginald B. Birch.
loth, $1.00.

This is aychar@ing story of three delightfully
quaint E'zliuh ildren who leave their pretty
home in Cornwall to live with relatives in New
York. 'Their Moings and sayings and the
romantic discogpry of their Italian cousin
Raphael makes very pretty, readable story.

i 1 0 en
Dofhitia; ¢ s

By §. Baring Gould. Fully
illustfated by Izora C. Chandler.

Paped, net, 6oc. ; Cloth, $1.25.

One of the molg powerful novels issued since
Quo Vadis. It deals with early Roman life,

and is a thrilling picture of those turbulent
times, as well asfn interesting romance.

By Mary es Fitzgibbon,
With Port-ait§fand Illustrations,
Second editgn. Cloth, $1.00.

To this second edition 8f the life-story of her
grandfather Lieut. James FitzGibbon,
The ““hero of Beaver Pam” The author has
added a new chapter ving a number of in-
teresting letters, Thiff-is a book that every
Canadian library shof{d have, and every Cana-
dian boy should ready*

A vivid story of
cial and religious life.
throughout the bool
unusually bright

The conversations are
clever, and the narrative
plot, well sustain throughout, is marked
alternately by the hdforous, the pathetic, and
the strongly drnmnti',.
b

“
The Butte;#ly Book

By W. ‘] Holland, LL.D.
Price, $}*o.

orities on the butterflies,

finest collection on the
continent. The sgllendid series of full-page
illustrations show Hhndreds of specimens photo-
graphed in the nut..'nl colors of the butterflies
in the highest marfcyet reached in color photo-
graphy. This deljghtful book, with its hand-
some binding, wilffmake a good holiday gift.

“WE PAY POSTAGE. ')

WILLIAM HRIGGS, -

. W, ATES, Montreal, P.Q.

8. F. HUESTIS, Hallfax, N.S.
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SOUVENIR kitchen Ranges, with their famo

are found in the homes of the people

AERATED OVENS,

#1 over Canada,

1. Where the fresh air enters

2. Circulatir g fresh air flue
(and where it hecomes
heated),

4. Fresh heated air entering
the oven,

Indicates the action of the
air in passing through
the oven,

5. Exit flue forimpure air,
6. Back view of fire hox,

THE
T———
is no mere creation of the hour,
but has been tried, tested—and
2 won — standing the best of all
tests—time. Where longest in @ise it is best known-
“ severest tests of the critical misfress of the kitchen. It is very economical,
convenient, and combines all ﬁlc latest improvements in the art of stove |
‘ building. Sold throughout (‘&.ﬁnda.
|
\

measures up to the

8

Souvenir is theinly stove made with aerated
oven, and the #erated oven is the only oven
which ensures fbsolute perfection in cooking,

{
THE GURNEY:T\WDEN CO.. wumire,

STOVE AND RADIATOR MANUFACTURERS
H‘milton, Canada.
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