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LETTER VI
ON THE EUCHARIST,

Still one more observation.  According to the
principle of your teachers, the Jews could only
have been wrong in understanding literally what
he had said figuratively, and in taking for a real
anducation, that which according to our Saviour’s
intention was only to take place by fith. But here
by attempting to give this turn to the fault of the
Jews, your teachers themselves are mistaken. In

tact, had it been so, Jesus Christ would have imme-
diately perceived the error ofthe Jews, and would

not have permitted them to remain in it. There
anly needed a word, to correct their mistake, to ap-
pease their murmurs, to reconcile their hearts to his
doctrine, and yet this most simple explanation he
refused to give them! Iie who always corrected his
disciples, whenever they mistook his meaning, he
who had just performed a miracle to feed this
multitude of Jews, and had attached them to him
by his favours, he who came down from heaven but
to instruct and save, he sees them become irritated
and embittered against him merely from a mis-
understanding, which he can easily remove, and he
refuses to do it! he leaves them in error! what do 1
Say? He himself throws them into it! for the
strength of his expressions necessarily implied the
reality. The Jews understoodthem so, neither
ought they to have taken them in an opposite sense.
It belonged to our Saviour to remove from their
Ininds the idea that he had given them ofthe reality
if hethad not wished that they should believe it; yet
he does no such thing. Jt was thereality then that
he had in view, the reality that he meant, the reality
that he had promised, and that he wished them to
believe beforehand on the the word and assurance
+hat he gave them of accomplishing it on a future
occasion.

‘The fault of the Jews did not so much consist
in misunderstanding him as in refusing to believe
hir, and if they deserved to be condemned; it was
hot for want of understanding so much as for want
of faith, I will explain myself: (hey understood
Jesus Christ to say that he would give in reality his
flesh to eat and his blood to drink; and they had had
§vod reason for understanding him so: for, most
Assuredly it was what he had said. They judged
that he could not give them kis flesh to eat in the
Manner that the flesh of animalsis eaten: and in
thig again they were right.  What then was their

——

fault? It was this: they were notawareof any other
way of cating flesh than of tearing it with their
teeth, either raw and bloody, or cooked and dress-
ed: and because this is the only manner they are
acquainted with, they conclude that there can be no
other manner, and will not believe that there can
be some other way unknown to them. They
come to a decision accordingto their own ideas,
and measure their faith by their limited conceptions:
&not seeing the possibility of whatJesus announces
to them they refuse to believe it.* But had they not
often heard speak of him as of an extraordinary
personage? 1lad they not approached, known and
followed him? Had they not been witness of many
miracles, and, quite recently, of the multiplication
of the loaves? His deportment, his features, his
august and majestic countenance, from which beam-
ed a ray of his shrowded divinity, his conversation
full of a surprising wisdom, his most boly and pure
life, every thing should have inspired them with
confidence; every thing shoald have discovered to
them in his person a superior character, a prophet
who held nature under his control. In addition to
this, he had just revealed to them that he was come
down from heaven, that he had been sent to them
by God his Father: imposture could have no share
in such a soul as his was shewn to be, nor could
lies proceed from hismouth. The Jews therefore
ought to have believed in his heavenly mission and
his divinity; they ought to have given credit to al}
his discourses, and then have said to themselves:

*What Jesus Christ had already said to the
Jews, with what he aftezwards added in speaking
in their presence to bis disciples, was sufficient to
let them understand that they must not adhere 1o
the idea of a carnal manducation. He had already
said, many times, that he was himself the living
bread, the bread come down from heaven: that the
bread that Le would give them to eat was his flesh,
which he would give for the life of the world: that
whoever should eat of this bread should live for
ever, By these repeated declarations he gavethem
sufficiently to understand, that they should eat his
flesh under the form orappearance of bread, that
they should participate of the substance of his body
and be nourished by it under the appearance ang
image of this ordinary aliment of man: and when
soon after he said to his disciples that they should
see him go up to where he was before, was it not
for the purpose of teaching them that he should
not give his flesh to be eaten in a visible manner,
because they should see him visibly disappear and
mount up into heaven in body and ‘person with al]
the sensible and natural proportions of the human
body? Was not thistelling them that although he
should give them his flesh to eat, it would stii} re-
main, as before, living and entire: that therefore he
spoke not of ordinary flesh, which must be given to

sumed when eaten?

support a mortal life,and be torn in pieces and con-

“We cannot conceive, it is true, in what manner
he can make us eat hisflesh and drink his blood:
but since he has said it and assured us of it, it cex-
tainly must be possible: he certainly must have
means, which we know nothing of, for the accom-
plishment of his promise.* He is holy, he is good:
he cannot sport with our credulity: he is sent by
Geod, he comes from heaven: he therefore knows all
things and can do all things whatscever he pleascs:
and when once he assures us that he will give us
his flesh to eat and his blood to drink, we are im-
mediately persuaded of it; we are convinced by his
only word, and without being able to conceive it.
we believe it,” 'This is what they should Lave
thought, should have said and firmly confessed.
Their fault and condemnation lie in not having
thought or acknowledged it; in having cast aside
50 many motives which required their entire con-
fidence and reliance upon him: in baving preferred
their own conceptions to his: in having presumed
to consider him as capable of proposing to them
what is impossible, that is, of wishihg to deceiva
them, or of deceiving himself, and, in this in-
sulting alternative, in obstinately refusing to believe
bim.

These reflections on the unhappiness of the Jews
create in my mind another reflection; which makes
me afraid for you and those of your commumion.
Like unto these Jews, you reject the rcality of the
manducation that Jesns Christannounces to them.
and with them you say; “How can he’give us his
flesh toeat?”  But in you this incredulity becomes
much more unpardonable. The Jews did not ai
that time know of the resurrectionand ascension of
our Saviour, or of the descent of the Holy Glest
announced by him, and followed by so many prod-
igies thathave renewed the face of the earth.
These splendid and divine operations have in your
regard placed the authority of Jesus Christ be-
yond any thing the Jews could at that time know of
it. 'They had seen some of his miracles, and had
from them concluded that he was the prophet ex-
pected in those times. For his divinity they had
his assertion, and it was sufficient in such a person-
age. But, besides this assertion, you haveall the
proofs of it, and this is much more. You admii
these proofs, you profess the divinity of Jesus
Christ. Well then! Sir, either cease to profess it,
or cease to refuse your belief in him: for to ac-
knowledge him as God and not to believe his wor
to hear him clearly telling you that he will give
you in reality his flesh to eat, as he has said, and as
is demonstrated, and nevertheless to maintain, {c
persist obstinately in maintaining that the thing is

impossible; this is an extravagance much more jm-
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sulting, much moreto be condemned, than the blind !
incredulity of the Jews,

authenticity to hisrecital, remarks that this conver- ?

sation took place in the village of Capharnaum, in
il synagogue, where the multitude had assem-
iled around Jesus. After the care he had takeuj‘i
i repeat and confirm so often, as we have heard, !,
ihe reality of the mandacation, it would seem that fl
a1l his hearers should have ceased from their origin- '
al opposition, and believed unanimously in his'|
words. A melancholy and lamentable example ofti
the weakness, the pride and blindness of the human
mind* Incredulity, far from yielding to repeated‘j
asscrtions, becomes irritated atthem. It is no lon-
er among the people only, that it appear; it reach-’
os cven his disciples: ““This saying is hard, and
who can hear it>’ said many amongst them. Jesus.
whoread their hearts, turns to them and says, Doth |
this scandalize you? If then you shall sce the son,
of man ascend up where he was before?”  Let us’
weigh well these words: coming from such a per-|
son they can never be sufficiently thought upon. ;
If you are shocked, if youare scandalized at what !
1 say to you, that I shall give you my flesh to eat, i
now that it 15 upon earth and betore your eyes, how
mach morewill you be scandalized when you shall:
see it go up to heaven and disappear from your |
sight? 1f this manducation appears to you incred-|
ible now that you see my body, how much more so/
will it apper to you, when you shall sec itno more? |
1Iis doctrine therafore was such that afer his resur-;
vection it would present more difficulties to be un-’
derstood than before, and from this I conclude that
isis doctrine was not such as the reformed attribu.e .
io him. Tor it could not become more difficuit for !
tis disciples tocomprehend a spiritual and figurat- ?
ive manducation after, than before his ascension: ‘
it would not have required any greater exertion
" tounite jhemselves to their master asa Saviour and
a God, when they should believe him to be at the
cizhthand of his Father, than when they saw himin
‘Lo midstof them. Indeed, so far must their faithl
have been from findinga greater difficulty inreach-
ing hitn in heaven than upon earth,thatitmust on the
< ontrary have found much less: for the ascension is
one of the most splendid proofs of bis diwvinity, and
nothing was more calculated to excite the hearls
and inflarae the faith of the disciples, than the maj-
estic and ravishing spectacle of this prodigy. It
must, therefore, become more easy to them after-
wards, to believe in- Jesus Christ, to feed them-
selves with his remémbrance by receiving the
-ledges of his love, to unite themselves to him in
taought, and to embrace him by faith as their Re-
deamer and God. But iwrthecatholic dogma of the
real manducation, the removal of his person, the
absenge of his visible and natural body must have
heen for his disciples a fresh difficulty in believing
the mystery, and this is so true, that your theologians
rest upon the fact of the ascensionas an argument
against the real presence, and unceasingly repeat to
a8 that he is as far from our altars as ia earth from
icaven. . They are blind and perceive not, that,
eontrary to their iftention, this reasoning turns pre-:

The Evengelist, as if desirous of giving g‘reatcl&,
i
I
|
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esily to the support of our doctrine, by giving it the
very character which Jesus Christ here assigns
{oit, that of appearing more inconceivable afterhis
ascension.

In announcing itto his disciples, he insinuated
to them and gave them sufficiently to understand
that in the manducation of his flesh there should be
nothing for the senscs, as they had imagined; and
that his presence in it would neither be palpable nor
visible, since, according to his natural presence,
they would sce him disappear and rise up to hisaven.
He informed them, moreover, that they were not to
judge of his body as of other human bodies, incap-
able of themselves of a similar flight; that his was
tobe of a divine nature; his flesh being that of the
son of God,on which he could imprint an all-power-
ful virtue and which he could easily convertinto a
supernatural statc. Ibegyou to remark also that
he is not satistied with sayihg to them that they
should seehim go up into heaven, butalso morcover
go up where he was before.  This he said to con-
vince them of his divinity, wishing to ground upon
this transcendant and sovereign motive, the faith
which he required of them, and which they refused
to his words? Now the figurative sense which you
give them is so easy, and €0 much within the reach
of our own ideas, that, in that sense, neither would
the disciples have ever refused their assent to it,
norwould Jesus Christ have bad any need to bring
forward his divinity in order to extort their belief.
Therefore, this sense absolutely cannot be the sense
of his words; the only one it is possible to give them
i3 that of the reality.

Your divines have imagined that the following
verse brings to the spiritual and figurative sensc the
whole previous discourse of our Saviour. You
shall decide uponit: ““It is the spirit that quicken-
eth, the flesh profiteth nothing. The words that 1
have spoken to you are spiritand life.” ‘We have
already proved that the words which Jesus Christ
had spoken were decisive for the reality; these
therefore cannot give them the figurative sense:
for it would be absurd to suppose that our Saviour
would teach at the same time, or by turns, in the

' samne discourse and on the same subject, two senses

as oppositc as are the reality and the figure.
There is also a second and still more forcible proof.
If Jesus Christ had concluded by assserting that
whatever he had just said must be ungerstood only
ina figurative sense, itis cvident that both the Jews
who had exclaimed against the real manducation,
and the disciples who bad found it too hard to be
understood, wouldimmediately bave been reconcil-
ed to his doctrine, and more tendery attached than

{ever to their master. And yet they all left  him,

even after his last words, and walked no more with
him. Their subsequent departure proves, that the
disciples discovered in these words no explanation
in the figurative sense, and that"our Saviour gave
them none of this kind, since his ouly intention in
giving it would have been to disabuse them and re-
tain them about his person.

But if you ask of me the signification of these
words; “the flesh profiteth nothing: it is the spirit
that quickeneth; I give you that which hest agrees

314

twith wh tpreceds and follows in the discourse ot
lour Saviour. It is well known that in the scripture
ilanguuge the flesh significs the corporeal senses, ot
‘the carnal and cerrupted reason of man; while the
{spirit denotes the grace of God, and the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thus our lord said to Peter:
«Flesh and blood have not revealed it to thee, but
my Father who isin heaven.” Thus St. Paul
‘gaid o the Romans, that Christians, “walk not ac-
Icording to the flesh, but according to the spirit.”
{ He dc:ails to the Galations the works of the flesh
land those of tic spirif. Inthese and other pastag

Los, the spirit and the flesh are taken in the scnse
lthat ¥} have explacied: they are also taken in the
?s:\mc sense in the verse under examination.  Our
i Lord therefore said. irat the flesh, that is, the senses
'or corrupt reason of man profiteth nothing towards
ithe discovery or beiiero’ what he had announced.
| Ttis still this reality of munducation, on which he
| has so much insisted, of which he here declares
;that we cannot judge by the flesh or by a carnal
! reason which profiteth tothing, and that it could
'neither be discerncd nev velieved except by the
! quickening spirit, that is, by the grace & the light of

God. Accordingly he immediately adds: “Bwt

there are some of you who believe not—therefore
!‘did I say unto you, that no man can come unto me.
'unless it be given bim by my Father;” which very
imuch resembles what he said to Peter, who had
just been confessing his divinity: “Fleshand blood
'hathnot revealed it to thee, but my Father who i
lin heaven.” The reason infact is, that faith is 2
‘gift of God, and that in order to be more influenced
by the proofs on which the credibility of mysteries
!rcsts, than by the difficultics that thesenses oppoet
1o them, we stand in need of succour from above:
!of the lights and inspiration of the Holy Spiril-
i According to the exposition 1 have just given you-
‘every thing is regular and connected, every thing i+
consistent in the discourse of our Saviour.

Have you remarked these words: “Therefore(i. e
'because they do not believe) did1say untoyou, that
no man come unto me, unless it be given him by
my Father?”” That is to say, that there was need
ofan assistance, a particular grace from heaven fo¥
believieg the manducation that was announcing’
It was not therefore the manducation, that i3
recognised in your communion, so natural, so con”
formable to our ideas that it presentsnot even the
shadow of a mystery and requires not for ifs beliet
any effort of the mind, and still'less any particul?
assistance of divine grace.

The words, which immediately precede, preseit
also a reflection which I must not permit toeseapt?,
«But there are some of you who believe not-
W hence comes this reproach of _their incredulity ?
To what can it refer?  Ask your divines, if you
please.& vou will see their embarrassment, or rathe¥
their inability to give any satistactory reply to your
question. At what then were these disciples offen”.
ded? What was it they rcfused to believe ?
was not any strong expression which our Savi
had mude use of : forin that case he would have,
softened it down : and therefore the reproach 0

ouf

incredulity falls upon the things and not upon’ the
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sxpressions.  Neither wasit in the inanducation
taken in the figurative sense, a thing too simple to
admit of the possibility of @ moments hesitation ;|
ttwas therelore the reality that they absolutely )
waould not admit, But in the principles of your:
Jdivines, that would deserve ro reproach.  These|
Sisciples though i to be impaossible ; and  do not,
vour brethiren think the sanie ¢ and  according to

them did not these disciples, by refusing their con-[

l

i

t produced at its first announcement in the world,
t still continues to produce in our days : the aver-
ion: it occasimed in many disciples to Jesus Christ
tstill oceasions in Chrisvians to his Church,

At the time out, Saviour saw himself abandoned
by many ot his didciples, he perecives his apostles,
n suspense perhaps between the authority of their

master and the incomprehensibility of his dactrine,

umbly maintaining a profount silence.  But he,

sent, reject what they ought to bave rejected ? did i Wishing to ensure their attachment and faith, said
“hiey not believe whaf they ought to have believed, * to the twelve : © Willvou also leave me > And

Wy holding it to be impossible ?

They could siot ' Simon Peter answered him :  Ford, to whom shall

‘herefore merit any  reproach; and Jesus Christ i we g02 thou st the words of cternal lite : we have
« may he forgive us!) Jesus Chirist reproached them ;ibcliovcd and have known that thou art the  Christ

~vithout cause. ht

he Son of God.”  Had the apostles here given, as

i . N . .
e ‘2 mntive of 1} ance w R >
Adter this many of kisdisciples went Lack and | mative of their continuance with hun, that they

walked no more with him.  Ilete ask again the i
wwstgkilful of yoar ministers ¢ ash than why these
disciples abandon their master ¥ In vaun will you “
expecta solid reply. They will always fell you,,

kad taken the words of Jesus Christ in the  fizura-

ive sense, unid understond that (o cut Lis flesh and
Irink bis Bloud meantto be utimately united to

"him by faith, then it would Le fuir to conclude that

. tsel N M 5 3 S . : 3 +
.nd they have nothing more tosay, that these dis-} the disciptesJiad tuben thse same words i a0

Cipies had permitted themselves 1o pe stagecred at, iteral 2 sense. But so far age the Apostles from ex-

«xpressions which sceme 1o thewr 10 favour the |
reality of the manducation, which in point of fact
our Saviour had unly propoesed in figure.  But hiey
wlio saw into the interior, woull Lumcdatelyhave
~cen their mistake, and to remove it he had only to;
>ay 3 “ When Ispoke to youof giving you my;
llesh 1o cat, I merely intended to give you the sign
and figure of it, and to inform you taat by taking,
them you would unite yourselves to my flesh by
faith : and are not you already thus united, you
whe are my disciples? And they would have|
‘allen at his feet and would never bhave left hin.
In fact it is ridiculgus to explain this fatal separation
by a mere misunderstanding of terms. Men, in-
Jdeed, are liable to this in their mutual communica-
tions, because they cannot rcad each others thou-
ghts; but it is absolutely inadmissible between
these disciples and Jesus Christ, who clearly saw
whatever ras passing in theic minds. Consider
+heir departure from Christ : seck out g motive for
t aslong as you please ; you will find it only in the
~ncomprehensibility of themystery. Invain does
Jesus Christ remind them of his heavenly mission,
of his divinity, and themiracles which attested both
nothing could persuade them. Neither the ad-
miration of kis person, nor the svorks of & power
that cammands nature, nor the benefits they had:

cceived, nor those wwhich they had reason o ex-
pect, could make them overcome their repug-
nance to this real manducation. ‘They obstinately
persist in judging of it by the flesk, by the corporeal
senses, by a confined and corrupted reason ; they:
deem it impossible, and will hear no.more of it
they withdraw.  Alas? too often, since. then; has
this unhappy separation been renewed in thesvorld!
How many shildren of the Church.have been lost
through the like repugnance to believe the same
mystery ! How many left the bosom at the time of
the reformation. and since that epoch, how many
were not and still are not reconciled to it, on acs
count of the same difficulty of embracing, this _jn-
comprehensible dogma ! Thus the same effect that

i

reason could attain or conceive,
motives.
would have required none of thisexertion. There
was, therefore, something incomprehensible o

says that he is bread that quickeneth, that the bread
which he will give them to eat, ishis flesh which
Jiewill give forthelife ofthe world, The Jews
take the natural sense of these words, and reject

‘pressing any such thing, that itis evident from
their answer that they had inferred from them the
reality of the manducatiun, as well as tne disciples:
but that having murc confidence and leing less
\|dispased to judge by the flesk than by the spirit,
and carvesponding better with arace, they left en-
tirely to our Savivur the manner in which he woulld
accomplish: Lis prumise, although they could not
conceive or imagine any. They bolieved what
they coulu not understand, but it was what Jesus

Shrist had positively told thewm over and over again
to believe ; they believed because thewords of truth

and life eternal being in his mouth, he could not
himselt be deceived. nor deceive them: they belie-

ved, becanse they knew him to be the Son of God,
the Christ: haviug power 10 do beyond what human
These were their
Assuredly the casy Sfgurative sense

them in the words of our Saviour : they discovered
in them theioflable mystery that we discover : and
motives upon which they grounded their belief are

absolutely the same and the only ones on which the

Catholic Church has always rested hers.

Let us, if you please, cast a rapid glance over
the arguments we have developed in the examina-
tion of this chapter. N

19 JesusChrist begins by producing the great

wotives that are.o convince his hearers of the
obligation of‘believing in his avords. - Therefore
he has something to propose to them which will be
in itself very difficult to be believed. .

22 Jesus Christ comes to the proposal ofit, and

t, hecause the manducation of his flesh appears to

them impossible : therefore they understood his
words-of a true and real manducation.

ted to themselves this manducation, evidently sup
poses the reality of it, and nat Iéss evidently cxche
des the figure.  Then, it was the reality they  un-
derstood.

4° Ifthey had been mistaken in understanding the
reality, our Saviour would have disabused them im
mediately. But far from disabusing them, by ex
plaining himself in a figurative sense, he resumecs
what he first propused, repeatsitsix timesin suc-
cession, awil always with expressions still stronger
for the reality, and even with an oath. Therefore
ho had the reality in view, and in it he required
their behef.
52 Many of the disciples take offence at the
words they had just beard our Saviour pronounce
in six successive verses, and declare them to be too
hard to be borne.  Therefore these words convey ed
the sense of the reality, incomprehensible to the
human mind, and not the figurative sense <o con
formable to our ideas.

62 Insteadof softening down tho expressivus
which alienated the disciples, Jesus Chyist declurcs
that ifthey are scandalized now, they shal) scon be
scandalized still more when they shall sce him
going up lo where he was before ; that is, that his
doctrine will then appear to them more incredible
than before his ascension. Now (he figurative
manducation becomes still more casy to believe
after his ascension, and thereal manducation ap
pears more incredible in consequence.,  Therefore
it is not the former, but the latter which had been
announced.

7° Jesus Christ who never reproached bisdis-
ciples with not baving understood the sense of his
discourse, reproaches them hero for not believing.
Now the reproach for not believing can only fall on
the reality. Therefore he bad announced the reali
ity in bis discourse.

8° Jesus reproachies them with not believing in
this reality. Therefore they did wrong, and you do
still more so, in pronuvuncing it to be indefensibiec.
The Jews and disciples judged soundly according
to you, by deeraing this manducation impossible,
Therefore your judgment, like that of the Jews and
the disciples, is indirect oppusition to that of Jesus
Christ, and yon are all equally condemued toge-
ther,

92 Jesusdeclares that noone can believe ip
bim conceming thismanducation, if he lave not
received grace from his Father, Now, fo believe
afigurative manducation, there is no nced. of any

grace, since thereis no nead ofany exertion: fhere-
fore he speaksnot of that kind of manducation.

10 Z'he doctrine of our Saviour on the mandu-
cation issuch that it hindered many of the Jews
from believing inbim. Nowthé- doctrine of the
Catholic Church on this point is also such, that it
prevents seany christians from joining its creed,
and has induced many of itg children.fe. quit it .
whereas the docttine of the reformed, whatever be
the slrenglh of the expressions.they make use of ju
the Lord’s Sypper, hagnever engagedany ono to
quit them, nor prevented any ‘one frem - joinjng- .
them.  Thotefore the doctrine of the reforméd upon”

83 The chrna)manner in which they represen-
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Yuitrinc of our Saviour, wherens that of the Ca-
thalic Church has them all ! therefure the Catholic
"iith is the dnctrine ofour Saviour,

11© The discipleslcave their master rather than,
helieve ; the apostles adhere to him,grounding their.
belief on his divinity, and sovereign power. Nowl
the former would never have abandoned such a
master for not believing so simple a thing as a
tiayrative manducation® and the latter would have

1.ad noneed, in order to believe it, to recall to mind | tian cra: inconlestibly they bave a right to do so:
his infinite power & bis disinity. Thereforencither,ion this point I recognise them as partisans and

the one nor the other understood this manducation |[sociates ofthe Jews in this gospel, s successors
1 a figurative scuse ; therefore that of (he mality: and heirs of the disciples, I meuan of these ungrate-,

is the only sense, which can explain at once thc,"fu] and unfortunate disciples, whom the Holy Spirit

opposite conduct of these disciples and the apos-;

(ll‘S.
in concluding thisarticle, permitme, Sir, to ad-
cressfo you one final observatior. Tknow not
what impression will have been made upon you by
this contrast between the apostles on one side, and
;e Jews and many disciples on theother, Change
the times and the names, and you there read the
¢ :story of the opposition that exists between those
{your communion, and us. JTfeel with regret
wvery thing they will find odious in this comparison
§ entreat them to pardon me for it, it iseven more
painful for me to have to tell them hard truths, than
sor themto hearthem . nothing would ever have
induced me to do it, but the hope of Leing servi-
» eable to them, evenatthe purchaso of their dis-
vicasure.  We nust therefore here again open  for
amoment before you, and them the scenc at Cap-
harnaum, in order that you may sce how strikingly
st-applies to the supporters of your reformation.

‘They bave renewed it, and they copy it daily with

»o much fidelity that you will sce them performing
the saine characters and the same parts as the
dewsand disciples: you will sce them borrow
1':e1r language, imitate their actions, their conduct
and carry on the resemblance even to the catastro-

has marked outto us inscripture as the fivst apostat-
es from Jesus Christ. Canaman be a Christian

Christian and not (eemble at theidea of sharing in

the apinions, obstinacy, desextion, andlot of these
ancient renegades,

' For your part at least, Sir, reflect; I conjure

| you, on the danger to which you are exposed by the

prejudices of your education. llave the courage

cost you less to quit an opinion which is not of your
ownchoice Imagmne yourself for 2 moment in thé
midst of the synagogue where thisimportant affair
was discussed, and that you witness all that passes.
You distinguish our divine Saviour surrounded by
his apostles and disciples: You attentively listen
with them (o the words that come from his mouth,
and at that part of his discourse where he comes to
the mystery, you hear the confused murmurs, and
afterwards the declared opposition of the multitude,
Invain does our Saviour exert himself to persuade

them, by tepeatedly affieming what he had just
announced; the muititude remain deaf: and soon
yuu remark the repugnance even of many of his
disciples, you nofice their words of contradiction, &
{hen their entire desertion from bim.  On the other
side you admire the firmness, the liveliness of the

. i y chat i triki
phe. Infact’ when we tell them that Jesus Christ faith of the apostles, and what is more slriking

.3 the living breed that came down  from heaven:
thalthe bread whick he gives us foeat 1is his oun
siesk, the same that he has given for thelife of the
=-orld, they rise up against this proposition, which

through the whole of this scene, the calm counte-
nance and unalterable sweetness of the Man-God.
All this passes before your cyes ; Isuppose you to
be prescat atit. Now whatare you gourscl going
todo ? yon must declare yourself. On what side
twill you range yourself? avill you adhere with them

+s precesely that which, in the mouth of Jesus Christ o your divine master? or will you turn your back

produced the departure of the Jews.  Like them

upon him with the crowd of the murmurers?  You

. . . indi g 1i0n : i o)
tucy shew a thousand sizns of impatience, of dis-||are indignantat my question s is thereany ro m for

Jain, of contempt . they hold us as foolish and ab-

hesitation? You say to me. Well then! Sir, take
now the part that you would then decidedly bave

-ard, they ireat our doctrine as impossible, and ex-|{taken with the apostles. The dispute unfortunate-

rravagant, and thus produce again, under a thou-|ly still continues. It bas beenrenewed for neastl
~and :i:ui:'mc forms Sxe rude c%:cla,mntion of theljthree centuries with more viclence than at its birth,

Jews : “ How con thisman giveuns his flesh to

and with still more deplorable consequences. Itis
no longer between the Jews and in the synagggue,
csus

eat? ™ Tn voin do we represent,unless we cat thelibut in the Church, and among christians:
{lesh of the Son of BMan and drink his blood, 1ce shallf) Christ is still inthe midst of l%lc‘m: he corﬁnueq tc;
10 have life in us. that kis flesh is meat indeed and|{ 2% the same lnnﬁg:gc tothem. You have jus

his blood is drink indeed: that we learn it from

kim who wagsent by kis Father, and who came down
from heaven to instruct and save us: that his order
35 {hat we all believe in Lis word, &c.: they stilf ve-
main asimmoveable as ever n their past incredu-
lity: they passover to the disciples end repeat with
+hem and with miich more bittérness: Zhis saying

heard him : surrender yousself therefore fo him,

To be continued.

and not blush at such a descent? Can he be a\

to emancipate yourself from them; it certainly must!

-5 hafd, and who can hear it We persevere mn our

~adeaveurs 4o soften their inflrxibility: we sugges*

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

Iimahtia sug latificaverimt regem; ¢t in mrudaciis sues

They bave made the Riog glid with their wickedaess and
the Princes with thcir' ies.

Osces. Chapt+7 Verso 3
Let us now contrastfor one moment this En- jstrerigthening grace.
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thatthismystery s pruposed tousby hiin who is gone figlish ceclesiastical novelty, with that Church of at
up to where he was before: that it s unt asotiable jnations, and of all ages, which we bave so unhap-
to believe in his divinity and not to believe in his{{pily discarded foritssake,

doctrine. these proud men listenno more to us:|
they treat us cither with contempt or pity, and thel
sawno reason that induced the disciples to leave
Chirist, induces them also to leave us.
boast 1ow of the high anfiquity of their principles:
they may date them, if they please, from the Chris—{i form.

In her we discover a real priestheod, who have
analtar, and a daily victim: a priesthood warthy
of the Saviour’s institution, whether we considar
the mauner of its installation, the sanctity of it-
functions, or the inportant duties it has to per

1t is ushered into the sanctuary ond installed in
it, by a solemn sacrament altogether its own:
which, at the sume time that it imparts the Hol;
i]Ghost to the worthy receivers; & separates them in
their views and pursuits from the rest of mankind ;
links them on to that unbroken chain of lnwhil pzs-
tors, succeeding one another from the time of the
apostles.  For, every high priest, says Saint Pau!,
taken from amongmen, is appointed for men, in the
things that appertain to God; that he may offer up
gifts und sacrifices for sins: who can have compas-
sion on those,who urc ignorant, and who crry be
I cause ke himself also i3 compassed with infirmity
and therefore ought he, as for the people, so ulso for
| kimself'to offer for sins. Neither doce any man tahs
this honor to himself: but he whois called by God.
as Aaron was, So Christ did not glorify himseli
that hemight be made a high priest: but he, who
said Lo him, thou art my son; this day have I be
golten thee: as he saith in anolher ptace, Thou arl
a priest forever, according to the order of Melchisa-
deck. Heb. 5, - -
The Catholic priesthood” are thus ckosen from
amon g men; and ordained for men, in the things
that appertain to God; that they may offer up gifts
and sacrifices for sins; und as for the people so al
o for themsclves, to offer for sins, “They have
therefore an altar, and 2 sever failing victim: tha?
pure oblalion, which, according to the Drophet
Malachy, 1, 11; was to be offered up, to God in
every place, from the vising of the sun to tie going,
down thereof, among the converfed Genliles! And
what is that victim, that pure oblation; more ac-
ficeptable to God than all the Jewish offeringst  I»
jtnot thereal lamb of God? not more the figura
tiveoné of the Jewish Church! Ts it not the living
bread which came down from Heaven; not the man
na,its emblem, rained but from the clouds? John
6. This solesacrifice, the holiest 1tself of holies,
renders them, who offer it, 2 mostholy and  digni-
fied pricsthood. Their function isone, which the

Y I highest of the heavenly host would think it an all

surpassing houour to perform.
But, indced, alt the functions of the Catholic
pricsthoud, bespeak them holy and dignified.
In Baptisgs, of which sacrament, exceptin ca-
ses, of necessity, they are, asof-all the other su-
craments, the only lawful ministers; they Tegene
rate mankind: and, of children of twrath, mahe
{ithem the adopted children of God; the consc-
crated and anointed heirs of his heavenly king-
dom. - - .
In confirmation they impart tothe souls of the
faithful the Holy Ghost, with his colightening and

L P e ataadd
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of committing sacrilege, by performing themin the
state of sin, subjects theny oftener than the rest of
the fiithful, to the humbling duty of confession.
Their fastings are unavoidably more frequent und
rigid, thon those of others. To say nothing of
their duty of’ nlt;clglnncc on the sick fr,m every dis-
ance; in all seasons of the year, and at every lLiour
of thenight or day: let the discase 1e ever socon-
tagious: and all this without earthly fee or reward:
besides, what is known only to thumsclves, their
peinful wil, and mental exertions in tie confessional;
where they must adapt their advice and instruc-
tions to the age, capacity, circumstances and  situ-
ation of their several penitents.  Nor istheir daily
recital of the breviary, which occupies, wore or less
a coupleof hours, a light obligatior; and yetit is a
binding onc, where none greater interpose to pre-
vent it. 1t cannot then with truth be said of them,
that they lay weighticr burthens on others, than
what they consent to bear themselves.

‘I'heir sermons too are not read but spoken from
the abundance of the head and heart: and the fi-
nest samples afforded in the world of christian ex-
hortation, and pulpit eloquence, have confessedly

In the holy Eucharist, they bring down Jesus
¢ hirist himself to our embraces.

In pennance they 1spect and heal the leprocy
ol the soul, which issin,  Lev. 13.

Tn extreme unction, they, the true shepherds of
Cinist's fold, defend Ins sheep agamst the ravenous
wolfy and beat him off at the enitical moment when
neisonthe point of'seang Ins prey; rescumg
them often from his murderous fangs; and snateh-
-y them from kis very yuws, already gaping to de-
vour them,

Liholy orders they shed on others, set apart
for the sacred ministry, the sanctilying, fortitying,
aspiring and enlightening grace of the Holy Ghost
<o requisite tothem  in their pastoral calling ;s the/
same, which the Saviour himself hnparted to  his
first pastars, the apostles; when breathing upon
themn, he said: receive the foly Ghost, §c.

fn rnatrimony they consecrate the conjugal
«tate; and render the union of man and wife, a
hlessed emblem of Christ’s indissoluble union with
his Chureh, his chosen bride andsole beloved: the
wother of all his spiritual children.

They are the proper spiritual physicians, whosce
«kief study is, how to fpreserve and promote the
health of our better half] the soul; and how to cure
ats soreful distempers : not merely by holding forth
a general weekly random lecture on the  subject;
but by examining minutely the variouscases of the
several patients; and prescribing for them  accord-
mely.

‘They are the appointed guardians of the weak
and poor: of the orphan, and the widow against
their oppressors: the commissioned inculeators of
every virtue, and the teachers of truth: God’s de-
puted heralds, and ambassadors; bearing in their
hands the authenti¢ eredentials of their divine mis-
sion to man.

"Chese are an efficient clergy dispensig heavenly!

around them, wherever they go. Unincumbered
with wivesand famihes, and all unnecessary world-
ly concerns, which might angways impede the pro-

20 water. Jerem. 2, 18,

that portion of themsclves, whose function it is to||c*ed character which they bea?, is a melancholy

think for the rest; and stir thera up to thinkon the teuth denied by none: but the order itself cannot
main business of ift, the only one indeed, for be degraded by the wicked or worldly conduct of|
which they were created, and sont into this world: such; nor the Church justly blamed for the infringe-

on the propor consideratioon of which their fate'for || €0t -0f hicr precepts.  Such. wnhappy casualties,
an eternity depends. - Jland yetbut few, in proporticn to-the immensc body
The object of such a cleray in taking orders, is of bcrx:‘lcrgy,, only shew, that manis man: falfible
nat, like that of the Anglican, or ofnn} other, to a.nd subject to.-sin inevery situation -of life, Be-
secure to themselves: a temporal -living; but, by sides, the Saviour, though V‘hqgss.ures us that ¢he
their many privations of worldly.senjoyments; and goates of hell shall not prevail against his - church,
thezealous discharge of their laborious and: disin- dct::lqr_cs Mt scandals st come, But.he lays.his
:Ic'rc.stcd duties;.to win:a better: and -more Jasting weighty woe on the wretched; beings who . occasion
c:;:::a Wwith-God ,an;\l (_Ius saints inthe wor@ 10 To 20 'p?u;e then the Catholic. pricsthood,, or. the
From.the estreme santtity.of their Clerical fiine- c:::] f?ltf‘i tC hu‘?b’ \; 1th}1:_o sngl s any, other
uons in the administration-of the-sacraments; and §c es(-:xz «5§c -0:; ;esgi_’gyﬁgbq like. compasing
particularly in the celebration of the mass: the fuar eﬁ?ésgiveg'sb; :;ze Jggs i: :fic i'e%i? gge;¥§e£r§{9gr
(38 it -Bing
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flowed from their lips, and pen. Nowonder: be-
sides the goodness of their cause, and divine inspi-
ration; their course of studics is a long and Iabo-
rious one; embracing all that any ways tends to
raise up human nature from its fallen, blind and de-
bilitated condition; and exalt man, as a rational be-
ing anda christian. In their study of theology
they have also the pre-eminent advantage of draw-
ing their information from more ancient, authen-
tic, universal and purer sources, than the muddy
puddles of cuch various colour, taste and flavour,
forined on particular spots, by the many dissentient
reformers; from which our Anglican, and all pro-
testant divines, derive and must drainall their ce-
clesiastical knowledge. ey have left me the foun-
counsel, conselation, peace and bencdiction to all tain of life, says ilmighty G?d; ond have dug for
themselves cisterns; broken ciskerns, that con hold

The Catholic priesthood therefore bears in itselft
per discharge of their pastoral duties: and wholly [|the most evident marks of its divine origin; and is
calculated, as they were designed, for the instruc easily distinguished by tlxe‘smc,crf: sc.eke.r of l'mth,
tion, sanctification and .dvation of their fellow be- Jj25 the only one of the Saviour’s instiiution. That
mgs. They are the vy soul of God’s people; ||SOC ofits members arcspied unworthy of the sa-

and Messial, more unaccountable and monstrous.
than that given by this, and a few other countries

over the one, holy, Catholic and apostohical churcls
her, whom, according to Saint Paul, Eph,5. &7
Christ has presented to himself, holy and rwithout
blemish: to whomthe beloved in the canticle of
Canticles, 4, 7, so cnamourcdly exclaims; thou
art all fair, O my love; and there is nospot iu thee!

ORIGINAL.

TO THEEDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN.
Sin,

I must sepeat, what I mentioned in ‘my Jast let
ter to you, that we cannot think of admitting inte
our paper, to the exclusion of more regular znd in-
teresting discussion, your long, desultory 5 illogicu:
and merely opiniative Communications : which my
reply, (if' any formal or precise reply could be giver.
to such incoherent, piece-meal argumentation)
would more than double ; were I but barely to no-
tice your many quirky and conjectural comments
on the saidtext, which, like every other ncgative
of the Catholic, or universal faith, you so twist
and torture into your own private and particuiar
meaning ; and also the many false, or purposely
mangled and misinterpreted quotations fiom  the
ancient Fathers of the Church ; which you scew
to gather from your No Papery writers an inter-
ested crew of prevaricating Translators 5 who darce
foist their impositions on the unthinking, ignoran*
and carcless Jany which nonc but the leacned ana
diligently investigating rriw, are capable of detee
ting. Why sir.youronly purpose seems, by holding
forth 1o me a mere Jgnis fotus, to engage me in
fool’s chaco after its fitfill varablings ;and leave e
entangled amid the murky mazes of your uncertai
guessing and conjectural labyrinth. Inour forth
coming Numbers we shall have occasion to show
from the purest sources what the real, and joint
opinion of the Holy Fathers, from the earliest ages
has been, on the very point in question, the Catho-
¥ic Doctrine of Transubstantiution~It is not the
unopposing Catholic, but the opposing Protestant,
or adversary, who daies {0 grapple with this jfos-
ter Subject. ‘fo you therefore, and every Protes-
tant, must belong that Gient mind, with which, in
solemn miockery you are pleased to dub me, To
vou indeed it will rightfully belong, i€ you can but
bring down 1o the lowly level of your understanding
and shew within the pigmy grasp of your compre-
hension, what Cathelics (as wisc & learned as pro-
testants are) consider the most sublime and incom-
prehensibie of Goll’s revealed Mpysteries ; though
of all athers the most explicitly indicated 3 and the
clearest of any proposed to our helief,  As'for, me,
and those of iny perstasion; we sre only isdoin's
Little ones, the unisise, and simplc’oncs, whomshe
invites to-her prepared feast: prov. 9. 4. 5. fools in
the-opinion of Zhewordly wise.for so unhesitstingly
relying upon ber word and promise, for edsting
down 3s the Apostle exhérts, every>"height, that
cxaltelh 1tself-against the knowledgé of God : and

dringing intgg caplicity tvery tunderstanding unto
ilhe obet z‘cnc’%f Christ, 2. anr. 10. 6. s
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Fyols for allowing oursclves (as our Saviour
says we should,) tobe all taught of God concerning,
this iwexplicable Mystery, John. 6. 43.and not
rather grounding our faith on humaun surmisc and |
opinion, ;

And now, sir, I would ask you, what cnd can|
there be to our present controversy 3 or 1o what|
profitable purpose can its coutinuance serve, if you,
admit nothing but scripture, as interpreted by your-
selfy for the sole deciding authovity  between us ?|
church § Fathers you reject, & rely wholly on your|
own  opinion, supposing as you must that
your opinion may -be wrong; for you do
not claim infallibility, by what criterion am I or is|
any one to set you right, while you eling to the’
text, as understood but by vourself and reject it, as,
understood by every other ? you rcjoct it, 2s un-!
derstood by the Churchand Fathers: and why ';
because, you say, their interpretation is but a -
man, and fallible one. Ts your own less so > Then
where pray, is the deciding authority ? In the very |
text itself, you say. Not surely in the dead letter:
of the test, without any meaning. And with a
meaning, whose are we to prefer 2 yours or theirs ?

fald

. . . i . . . R
Ifyours, and only yours, then our discussion is at |ofsins, My flesh is meat indeed, said he on a form-

an end.—Strange and unaccountable inconsisiency |
in protestants, to reject (in spiteof all the Saviour's:

promises ofinfallibility to his church§ postors,soclear ,end I in him. The Protestants understand these
ly aunounced in Scripture,) the dircetive authority | words to mean : % my flesh is not mecat indeed,
of his Church and pastors,as but human andfallib[ei;nor is my blood drink indecd. You can neither
& yetadhere, every onc tohis own private opinion| eat my flesh, nor drink my blood.”  This, accord-
as divinely inspired and infallible though acknow- ' ing to Luther, is the right way of interpreting the

ledged still but human and fallible by the very in-:
dividuals so adhering to it : and surcly on matiers |
of fact, and revelation, vastly more uncertain and|
fallible than the consentient testimony in every age
and nation of the numberless Catholic millions,
but on this head I must refer vou to those numbers
of our paper, which treat of the Protestant’s rule of
fuith : where you will find it pretty clearly demons-
rated that whoever rejects the directive authority,
of the Church ; Matt. 18. 17. und refuses to hear!
her legitimate pastors, Luke. 10. 16. though quo-!
ting the Scripture, as the Devil did, to tempt the |
Saviour, Matt. 4, 6. buildshis faith on a very dif-
ferent foundation from that of the Apostles and
prophets , Jesus Christ himself being the Chicf cor-
ner stone Ephes. 2. 20.

jjture by contraries ; or in a sense directly contrary

'subject, on which they differ from the Catholic
[Church, they have faith{ully interpreted the scrip-

to its plainest and most obvious mcaning.

Thus, for instance, on the subject ofthe real pre-
:sence of our Saviour in the Eucharist ; which the
i Catbolic Church affirms, but which they deny : the
Scripture text cited in favour of the Catholic doc
trine are the words of the Saviour o his Apostles,
telling them that what he gave them was his body.
This s my body, said he to them : which protes-
{ants interpret : this is not my body. Tkis is my
blood of the New Testament, (not of the O]d ; not;
the blood of calves and lambs, and other ﬁgura(ivc;
jvictims of the old Law ; but the blocd of the true,
lamb of God,our'promised,final propitiatory victim)|
the very blood, which was then about to be shed
upon Mount Calvary for the remission of sins,—
i Matt, 26. 27. which protestants understand, as Lu-
;1her bids them do, in the very opposite sense ; or as
if Christ had said : this is not by blood of the New
Testament which shall be shed for many, for the re-
rmission of sins: But only wine,a mere figure,which
.never was, nor even can be shed for the remission

I
Jer occasion ; and my blood s drink indeed, he who!

cculs my flesh and drinks my blood abideth in me

;scripture.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, except
you eat the flesh of the son of man, end drink his
blood, you shall not have lifein you. 'This, in the
Protestant sense, is all negatfively spoken ; as well
as the following solemn asseveration : s the
living father hath sent me ; and as Ilive by the fa-
ther ; so he who eateth me, the same also shall live
by me, &c. John 6, 55, 56, 57, 58. In a word
take all in all, which the Saviour has spoken af-
firmately concerning this mystery; and you will find
the Protestant ever true to his German father’s rule,
interpreting it in a negative and dirgctly contrary
sense, :

But it is not on this head only, but on every
other, 1n which they differ fromthe Cathqlic Church
that Protestants interpret the holy scripture, like

the very gate of Hell; that is, a false and even

idolatrous Church, conducting men to that place o

endless misery.

When he commands usfo hear that Church, or
be accounted as Heathens &c, Matt. 18, 17, and tc
hear her pastors® as we would even himself ; Luke
10, 16, they say he meansthat we should not Lear
his Church, nor her pastors ; but only read the Ii
ble, andjudge for ourselues,

When Saint Paul reminds them that funlh comes
from the hearing, Rom. 10, 17, they maintain he
means, not from the hearing but from the reading.

When our Saviour says, he twho does not belicr:
shall be condemned ! Mark, 16, 16. (that is, e wihu
does not believe, what he had commissioned his A
postles to teach : which is, all whatsoever he had
commanded them, Matt. 28, 20,) and when Saiui
Paul declaresto the same effect that without fuitii.
(that is true faith) 4 is impossible to please Ged :
they say, they gather from all this, (what evers
one of them now a days has in his mouth,) lhat i/
matters nothing what fuith we hold ; or what reli
gion we profess ; provided we lead, what we may
think, a good moral life.

Christ’s wordsto Simen, the son of Jonas : thou
art Peter, (CEPzas, PETROS or the Rock,
they interpret, “ thou art not Peter, or the Rock.
§c.’—And to thee will I give the keys of the king
domof Ileaven, &c. Matt. 16, 17. according to then
signifies ; ¢“to thee will I not give the keys of the
kingdom of IIcaven ; norany jurisdiction above the
rest.”

Christ says, there shall beone fold, (thatis, one
church) and one shepherd ; John, 10. 16. and his
Apostle proclaims the same truth: Eph. 4. 8. Onr
Lord, says he, one Faith, one Baptism. Protes
tants hold that there are many Folds and many
Shepherds : many different faiths, and many diffor
ent kinds of Baptism ; or none at all.

‘When the Saviourgives, asa distinctive mark ¢!
his own church, the gift of working miracles, say
ing s them that believe, 1hese signs shall follow; it
my name they shall cast out devils ; &c. Mark. 10-
17, and again :  Zhem that believe (only the truf
belicvers) the things that I do, they shall do alsv
and greater than these shall they do, because I go It
the futher, John, 14, 12 : Protestants understan!
that to themselves, who say they are the true bt

lievers, no such gifil was ever granted; nor do the}
pretend (for a good reason, because they cannot ;)
fo cast out devils ; or work wonders of any kind:
in the name of Jesus. And (though in contradi¢”
tion fo the text,) what illusirious distinction the¥

I have the honour to be, Sir 'the witche’s prayer, backwards, and by contraries.
Your most obed’t and humble Servant , Thus, for instance, whenthe Saviour says, (speak-
Editor of the Cﬂ‘hO]iC-ﬂi ing to his Apostles, & in them, to their lawful suc-

;cessorsy the pastors of his Church;) whose sins you
| forgive, they are  forgiven: they understand by it the

The Protestant mode of interpreting the HolyAScx-ipturc,

A Protestant interpretation, of course, means

an opposite, or contrary one to that held by the Ca-!|V*Y contrary ; that God could not give such pow-

tholic, or universal Church : against which the pro-
test is made : and to protest against it is to oppose,
contradict.
Luther, the father of all Protestant scctaries, has
~taid down for their guidance the following rule of
interpretation : Let this, says he, be your rule in
interpreling the Scriptures : wherever they command .
you any good work; do you understand that they

Jorbid it, See bis work deserv. Arbit, Tom. 3.
_Fol. 191.  'We shall shew that they have bcen,
irue 1o his patereal injunclion; and that on eyery:

ier to man ; and say, with the Scribes and Phariscs,
’the mortal enemies of our Lord, who can forgive
sins, but God? Yuke 5,21. They understand

are not forgiven. When he assures us that the
gales of Hell shall not prevail against his Church;
they understand him to mean thatthe gates of Hell
(which are the Heresies, that conduct mankind
thither,) shall prevail against her ; nay, that that
very Church, the first, and therefore the only one

him therefore to say : whose sins you forgive, they||

dare not claim to themselves, they deny having
ever been granted to others,

The Saviour said that his disciples, the childre4
of the Bride Groom, should fast ; when he himsell:
the Bride Groom,should be taken from them, Mal'
9, 15. Mark 2, 19. Luke 5, 34, 35, Protestants 2
firm that he meant : they should not fast. Fasti®
is descarded by them as a plaguy papistical prac’
tice ; so are chastisements of the body of CV"’:
kind ; though practised by St. Paul, 1, Cor. 9, 2/ :

When speaking of the little children, Chr¥®
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ito which 41l his promises were madc ; shall become !

says : THEIR ANGELS always see the face of 24
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rvather, who is in heaven, Ntt. 18, 10, Protes-
tants understand that Tz Axcrns are not
riin ANGELS ; fur they admitnot the Jectrine
+f guardion Angels,
Qur Lourd fells us that there is joy before the
\ngels of God in fleaven, (and consequently be-
wire the Saints also, who are like the Angels there)
wr one sinner thal vepenls, or does pennance.
Luke i3, 10. Protestants interpret this contrary
ways, as they hold that the Snints and Angels in
keaven know no more about  us than we do about
theo;and that consequently they cannot rejoice at
wlatthey know nothing of,
Our Saviour says that certain heinous sins shall
nul be forgivenin this world,NoRr 1¥ T111; WonLy
roconmn.  Matt, 2, 32, Protestants differ with"
the Saviour on this point ; and deny that any sins“
+ an be jorgiven in the world to come.  Suint Paul {
says that he who marries, does well, but that_he who
marries not, dees befter. 1.Cor. 7, 35. This proles- '
1ants flatly deny ; and hold that no state is so good
a5 the married one.
The same Apostic assures us, Ileb. 5. 4. that no
wtans taketh to himself the honour of the priesthood
hut he, who is called by God, as Aaron wus; not
even Christ himself,&¢c. And hence he asks,how can
any one preach, wnless he be sent 1 Rom. 10, 15.
Sent as Christ himselfhad been. 4 the Father
says Christ, to his lawful pastors, hus sent me, so |
~end you, John 20, 21, Protestants however hold,
m direct opposition to all this, that all who choose
wmay preach and teach, and be priests, like the
Founders of their several sccts ; without any defi-
nable mission from God : but self-sent, self-inspir-
o, self-proclaimed as Apostles, and more than
Apostles, who taught only revealed truths ; where-
as our upstart, every day, new protestant teachers,
invent cach some new religioussystem ef his own,

But why desend more into particulars, since in

every instance, in which protestants dissent from
the Catholic Church, they asditectly 1un counter to
the most plain and cbvious meaning of the holy
<cripture.  And yet, strange to say, they pretend to
ground all their numberless dissentient systems of]
beliefon the sole authority of the written word
which God obliges them n.ost reverently to keep,
to the honour of his Church, and their own confu-
sion,

From the Christian Sentinel. i
A CASE OF CONSCIENCE.

We have reccived information from a distant
nussion composed lprmcipnll of poor settlers, and
hieing & mixture of Roman Catholics and  Protest-
ants; thata cansiderable quantity of the Catholic, |i
w paper published at Kingston, has been distribut-
4 anong the Proteslant settlers, with a view, itis
helieved, not only to prejudice them agninst Pro-
iestantism. butto infiuence their minds throush the
medium of traducing and calumniatingthe persons
and characlers of the Reformers, as the most base

and wicked men. . The propriety was suggested fol} We fear itislikely to prove lamentably the fact fiom

', of sending the Senlinel in the same way 6 pro-
mitous distribution, in order to counteractthe ton-
dency-of the Catholic. We sent a few, but we
must not conceal from our patrons, that we -arc un-
able fo meet the expense of doing so to any extent

T'he Sentinel will not this year _pay for itsclf, and
dhe deficiency falls on a féw spirifed individuals of

jextracts from Southey’s most interesting B ook of]

create, but to remove prejudice ; not to traduce
and calumniate the persons and characters: of fhie

1& if in so doing (hey appear, “as the most base and

— I — -

the elergy. We ourselves labour hard for more
than two days every week, in packingand mailing
the papers, in order tolessen the cxpense atlending
publicnlion: and we spare no pains 1n doing it well,
thatthey may reach subscribers in good condition,
What then can be done in the way of gratuitous
distribution? Nolhing, uvaless our lay” brethren
lend a helping hand, and come forwurd “« our as-
sistance. Many of them, we arc assured, are quite
able soto do, in regurd to their worldly  circum-
stances: and we cenceivo that it they once feltit
their duty, so ebaritable a work would notlong re-
main undone. We all agree that the Romish faith
and Fraclicn in many things are grossly anliscrip-
tural and corrupt; and thus wo ail assentto the
propricty not only of fortifying the minds of our
own peoplo agniust the papal errors, but also of're-
claiming the Roman Catholics whenever it can be
done with propricty.  And certainly charity has no
finer field forits oxcrcise than the " turmng a soul
from the crror of its waye.  The Bible tellsus  that
the belief and practice of error endangers the  sal-
vation of souls, and it does not authorise us to Ics-
sen our cstimate of that danger by any abatements
on the scorc of sincerity. ¢ Ye shall know fhe
truth,™ said our Lord, «* and the trutk shall make
you frce.”  OQur spiritual safely is in the Church
as we are ready to confess, but vet it is noless in
the knotwledge and practiceof that truth of which the
Church is the appointed keeper and teacher. Cha-
vity begins at home; but if it never pass the thres-
ho{d of its own Louse, it has hardly begun 1o be
charity; because, he that loves God, must love his
brolher also. And because those whoare establish-

ed in the faith once deliverad (o the saints, are un-ij

der obligation to do what they can forothers in the
same good way, 8t. Paul commands us to ** charge
them that arerich in this world, that they be not
high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but
in the living God, who giveth usrichly all things
to enjoy; that they do guod, that they be rich
in good works, ready todistribute, “willing to
communinicate; laying up in store for themselves

wi.ked men? that aficting {ruth,cannot be chargea-
ble to the Catholic, hut to their own vicious lives.
!the facts and inciduents of which have been twholly
lathered from their own writings, and those of their
lcolclnporm'y fricnds, and acquaintance. AN the
authorties qnoted in proof of their extreme aban-
'donmcnt {o vicious and immoral habits, are cele

brated REFORMING PROTESTANT AU-
THORITIES. Tho propricty of sending the
Sentinel gratis to counteract the effectof the Calh-
olic, we inno manner dispule, but we would  fur-
ther suggest, that it would be more likely to an-
swer the desired purpose did it authoratatively

contradict the Catholic, especially in the maiter of

the oviginal reformers.
We heartily congratulate the Sentinel on the

resource it prociaims, against the danger of a de-
ficiency in its expences, in the public spint of some
of the ipiscopal Clergy ; should we stand in need
of such a shickl against pecuniary loss, we trust we
shall find that excellent feeling, not less abounding
among the clergy of the ancieat and veneruted
Catholic Iaith, which it has been so long atlempted
to vilify, but which is again rising in splendeur
from behiml the clouds of calumny which had ob-
scured it for three bundred years.

Our confidence in the liberality and publie
spirit of the Catholic Clergy, reccives additional
strength from the fact stated by the Sentinel, that
a cerlain Roman Catkolic Pricst had distributed a
%numbcr of copies of Cobbett*’s Book oa the Re
formation.  If the Xidifor of the Senvinel had read

that book, iustead of asserting that “a more fulse
and wickedthing never waswritten by mortal mean,”
[he would like the candid Universalist bave spoken

o good foundation for the time tocome, that they h’of it, ““as onc of thebest books he had ever rend.”’~—

may lay hold on elernal life.”
‘We have been informed, on teo good authority

' 0 doubtit, that a certain Roman Catholic Priest

bad distributed a number of copics of Cobbett’s
book on the Reformation, than which a more false

and wicked thing never was written by mortalman. |.

While*we were in the Townships, we heard o Tni-
versalist speak of it, as one ofthic best books he had
read; and we have scen it stated in print, that it
has been translated into Spanish, and a very Jarge
impressionof it seut into the South American Re-
publics, in anticipation of protestantism.

We wish that some of our clerical brethren
would compile short historical notices of the lives
af the English Reformers, suitable for common
readers. _We sincerely think it would he altended
with good, to have our memories refreshed with, the
sufferings our forefuthers endured in bursting the
chaius which the crueltics of papal domination had
fastened ontheir necks.  We intend commencing
the second velumo of the Sentinel, with aseries of

the Church.
We trust that this appeal will not be made in
vain. :
REMARKS,
We are not aware of any numbers of the Catholic
baving been distributed infentionally gratis, though

-~

the defalcation in payment of many of the subscri-
bers. The Catholic bhas been published; not to

Reformers,hut to represeatthem truly as they wero,

“ fvis however plain that he has never read the book
1ilsc]l‘, nor much ¢f the book, or he would hardly
i, have given such a meagre account of it as to say,
i« andwe have scen it stated 1N PRINT, that it
has been translaled info Spanish.” If he vead this,
} he will sce it stated IN PRINT, that ¢ with the
:solo exception of the BIBLE, itis now the buok
,'of the greatest extent of circulation of any IN THE
"WORLD. I myself;, (says the author) bave pub-
"lished and sold, altogether, nearly one hundred
thousand copies of the first volume. In the United
Stales of America there have been published twvo
stereotyped editions, in the English Jenguage;
and one translation in the Spanisk langunge, for
tho purpose of being exposted to Soulh America
and Mexico. Tho sale of the English editions in
the United States have, I believe, extended to more
thana hund=ed thousand complete copies. " At
Paris there aro three different bookscllers publish-
ing three difierent translations;;that istoeay, trans-
Iations by three dificrent hands. At Alost, in the
Netherlands, thete isanotber translation published.
At Genevaanother. At Rotne the wark has been
prinfed atthe press of the, Falican, and the Pope
had, some time ago, distributed twenty-five .ikou-
sand copies, gratis, A genlleman, who came.from
Rome, nshort time ago, told me that the walls
there had placards o them recorimending the
¢ Protestant Reformation>’ to the attentjon of il
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people. In Spain, 2 new and most cofrect tratis-
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iation, made at Madrid, and dedicated to the Infunt!, I am not guilty of such sins, as those they chargel

af Spain, has hean puolished in two v s, in 7 mc)\ilh. b B .
-_]'bf '..1 putished in 9""‘",“ -1 A Chapter 19, Verse 5!—But you set yourselres,
very boautiful panuer, 'mnl there is subjomed to up egainst me; and reprove me with my reproach-!
th+ second volume of this trauslation, thirty.cight,'es.  Jab complains of the severity with which his:

.

7oees containmg the names of the subscribers to,’ friends, and partiewlarly Baldad, in Ins bitter in-

" veetive, roproach him for critues, of which Leis in-

¢ { oatt of 1} he hish ki | nocent, and therefor he saysin the following verse,;
) - cwhost 1

ola great part of the persons ot the highest sk 0 6 o 1egst naw understend thet God  hath not:

that kingdom.” cafflicted me with an equal jrdgment, §c.

We are strangely ata loss to know what the Ed-,
{or of the Sentinel can mean by expressing the
““wish that some of his clerical brethren “ould'

s patrons of, the work, who appear te consist

Saint Gre rory eaplainsthese worde thus . Job,
ibeing a just man, and truly considering his own
‘life, theught that hi< afiliction was greater than his

-ompile short historical notices of the lives of the; sins deserved : and, wn that respect, that the pun-’
was just, as coming.
of justice to those| O ev'r
who suffer for rightcousness sake ; and proves the,

Unglish reformers, suitable for common readers.™ ishment was uot equal, yet it
We should suppose, that truth was at all funes; rom Gad, who gives acroun «
sistable fo. all descriptions of readers. 'This, so!
far as we have gone, we aver to have given, :md‘,
Jdefy the contrary to be shown. i

When ¢ Me. Southey s miost interesting
of the Clureh? makes its appearance, we hope 1t
will not turn out like his “Peninsular War,” a:
ibel on the Spaniacds inreturn for the honor con-
serred upon him in 1811, by the Royal Historical

suciety of Madrid, through ourown instramentality .
'

D.B
|

!
baok ' Verses 23, 26, 27.~1I know {hat my Rideomer
! Ifveth, &c.
explicit helief in his Redeemer : and that also of,
the resurrection of the flesh : notas one tree riseth
in place of another ; but that the selt-sume flesh in
which we die, shall rise again at tle last day;
changed, by the power of God in qualiy, but not
in substance ; every one having then to receive
sentence according to his works in this ' ; andin!
that very flesh, which had been instrumerntal in his)
good cr evil deeds.—Ibid.

IHow clearly do these textsshew Job's,

l
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BIBLICAL NOTICLS AND EXPLANATIONS,
Continued

To be continued.
e
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Continued extract from Reasoa.
A M. S. POEM.
Yet oft, ta intcreapt the sacred blaze,
Her stygian glooms, all *round does iga’rance rase.

, Callad up, the dire enchantress by the foe
' Of Human kind, and bid to work our wog.

]
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. THE BIOK OF Jo.n' Chapter 20, Sophar, like the rest of Job's
Verse 30.—-If 1 bz weshed, as with snow water ;! friends. apply tothe holy sufferer’s afficting casc
plunge mein. filth ; andmy garments shull abhori, ’
=e. 'Thatis, nwever innocent we may thinkour-  Chapter 91—Verse 18, Theyspend their du
guilt in us. . + This_is Job's triumphant argument against the im-,
Chapter 10 —Tiie whole are the conjectural ,putation of his fricnds. Thewicked, as the Sa-
iot of fallenman, . Ljust aretricd like pure gold inthe furnace of: tri-
Chapter 11.—In this chapter we see that the. bulation, whereas, the wicked man says Job, “is re-
ihat they imputed all his temporal sufferings to his this life) and ke shall be brought to the dey ofwrath
miquities : whereas, he was, though innocent, like ::Vcrse 30.
rary trial and  iribulation ;'in order that, by. his., Verse 33. Acceplable to the gravel of Cocytus.
patient resignation fo the will of God, he mlght‘,The Hebrew word, which St. Jerom Las here ten-
Chapter 12.—In the woole of this Chapter Job' represent asa river in hell,) signifies a valley, or
proclaims the all dispusing poner of providenve, [ torrent; and, in this place 13 taken for the lowest
Chapter 13. VerSe 15.—lthongh he should kil were, receives the wicked at their death, who are;
e, £ will trust in kim; §c.  ‘Fhis shews Job'si ushered in by innumerable others, who bhave gone
tal aphorisms were not as they might seem, the number. L. .
expressions of diflidence or despair.  Ile then re-|l  Chapter 22. Eliphaz renews his imputations
gnal humbling and life-ending doom. ed on account of his crimes, for which he exhorts
Chapter 14.” Verse 4.— F ho can maie him ciean, | him to rcpent, as the only way to recover God’s
wiw only art 7 Job thus acknowledges that we
are barn in sin @ and yet that Godintends cleansing
From verse 13 to verse 18, inclusively, the text
shews clearly Job’s beiief in a resurrection from
Chapter 15.—Fliphaz all along mistakes Job’s
meaning, as appears in verse 4, and condenuns the
vence, hut for his supposed iniguities : for it isit Unhappy man tang by the witch misled, .
rlear that Job’s fricnds considered even temporal, WWhat foolish pranks and desp'rate hast thou play'd:
. . Thy fut | .—her constant dupe and thrall *
as the consequence of actual, or indnidual guit. b pm{ .,:.'h‘:;"b‘ffim mZZ and th csscgltialli:ht,
Chapter 16. Verse 18.—7hesc tiaings have
Than ev'ry Melcor’s sleam, that baps toshie,
The just Job in bis saflcrit, 5, was a prototype of Thy fancy craz'd_effulgence deems divine,
the,Saviaur, i Beyond the range of carthly vanities. .
I "Mid these thou eager scel'st; and gropisg bliud,

!

just with tribulations ; as gold is tried in the fire.—

! Dost madly hope thy Maker lost to find.

' Henee Monarchs fam'd, who o’er hue land had resgn o,
I'i!n: amds an Hicroglyph th* Egyptian feign'd

These geeece ado, ted: whenee victorious Rome,
Ciransferr'd aud plae’d them in her pantheon domme

‘}.:v n from the lowing bierds hisGods he chose,

{ Tn beasts and reptiles vile he pud s vows.

| nd of his Garaen's vegetative store

‘.\ peation deifiedd could Iie adore.

I Wide <preads the monst'rous follv round our glabe
In forming Gods the Artist finds his Jab;

Of metal fashioned, elay, or stone, or tree,

Deem'd fit materials for a God to be,

' The clements, five. water, earthand air,

' Didall alike in man’s fond homago share:

" And countless deities were feigu’d to rove

‘Through ev'ry field: and haunt each stream ard grove
Seqie, horsehold «ti’d. a gre up domestic plac'd

y hicarth. cach yot'ry s dwelling grac'd.

V From these alisurd, as numbesless, man turne

| To hieavin; ifthere perchance Ins God sojeusns
i Where, in bis course he views, majestic whinl'd,
i ‘Fhe sun, the soul of this material world;

'3 Light, heat and life to 2l dispensing reund:

And here concludes at Iast Lus object found.

In all her silv'ry mdiance beaming bright.

The moon he next contempiates through the mght
1 And how she wanes; and how, as she pursues
Her mazy eourse, her fading form rencns
.Her too he deems immortal and divine;
+'f'o both ascribing nature’s vast design.

! Nor these suffiee; alilie the starry train.

» Innum’rous twinkling o’er ti cthersial plain,

1le lails, as Gods, that glow with Kizdred flames
t-And gives to cach some fancicd place and name

I Thus scarce in all this world was object found
; Bot man has for his god successive own'd.

. In quest of truth, still by the sorc’ress led,

*In error’s murky path he onward speds

{ Where all that gond?’ scem’d was empty show;
Nor real ought, but fally, guilt and woe.

| THE CATHOLIC.

N

Wilt he published wechly atthe Office of the Pateu:
;anid Farmer's Monitor, Kingston, Upper Canade
fand assued on Friday. Terms—g2 per unnun,

(exclusive o postage, which is four shillings @ yea.
pavable in advance

All Communications to be addressed © 1o n.e
Editors of the Catholie, Kingston,” and Pust Puis

Agewts.

Mr. Bergen, Merghant., .....ciiie ceiiieiiaiians York
,Mr. Macan..oeeeDoceriviioiiiieinns coraens Niagars
Mr. L.OBrien,.ee. « . ...L. .Towa of Londor
Rev Mr. Crowlpaiiiiiaeeieariassniiiennnns Petetbor
Rev. Mr. Brennan.. ....Belville
Mr. MacFall.eecieeiinnanes Wellington
‘I?a!riot OfBCe coeeveniien cannee oo . Kingsten
iRevJ Macdonaldeecvvaeees o o cvessanascens oo Pesth

| Mr. Hugh O’Beirue,.......... Yarmouth, ncar 5. Thon:ss
ZMr. J. A.Murdock, P.Dooo e siennnnens ... Lavark.
{ AlexanderMcMillan, Esq... v eeoo Prescoty.
'Mr. Tench DMerchant..... veoess . Mariatown,
‘Rev Wi, Fraser. ... «......Saint Andrews & Cornwall
“Mr. Cassady, Student, St. Raphaels.......  ...Glengafy
| Angas MeDonell, Esq. P. M. Alexandria........Ditto.....
Cal.J. P Leprokon, Compt. of Customs ... Cotean du Jac
My Moriarty. Sehoolmaster at the Recollets,Montrea”
" Hon. James Cutbbert «.... . .....Manorhouse, Berthic,
Mr. Jon. Byrme,. eeseeeesoessenssLower Town Queber.
Rev. Mr. Camusky. ..o coeverens so oeeee . New York
{ Rev. Ds. Purcelu....... Xresident of £t. Mary’s College
’ 1 Exmet’sBurgh, Matyland,

dadmy haads shine cver so clean ; thow skalt' God's threats agaiust the wicked,

S
selves ; the all-searching eye of God will still SPY | 12 wealth, and in amoment they go down {o Ixcyl.
reasontngs of the holy suge concenung the suffening, viour says, have their consolation here: while the
reasoning of Job’s friends was false only in this,!"served fo the day of destruction; (which is after
the child of the sinful Adam, subjectesl to teinpo-i!
merit everlasting bliss. dered by the name of Cocytus; (which (he poats

region of death and hell: which willingly, as it
total reliance npon God ; and that his strong oricn- |; before them; and are followed by multitudes above
tirns to his reflections on the human creature’s..against Job’s innocence. and supposes him  afflict-
*at is conceived of unclean szed 2 Fs it nol thou,j favour.
: o 4
us from our guilt.
the dead.
holy man, as suflering, vot for a trial of lus inno-!
A . 3 TC 2 1sking al
safferings, (the consequence indeed of original sin); hy comfort marring here ; and risking all
T j; Giosc interpocing broods her dismal night 5
suffered, withoud the iniquity uof my hand, &r~n
Thus, dimm’d aud dazzled, nought thy sight desires
Chapter 17, Verse 2.-~F kave no? sinned; that is,
320.
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