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John Hamilton Graham, Esq, LL.D., Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Quebec.

BY AN OCCASIONAL CONTRIBUTOR.

’

The subject of our present sketch, ; course of time he attended the Parish
Most Worshipfal Brother John H. I'and High School, in preparationi for
Graham, Grand Master of the Grand | 8o academic and classical education
Lodge of Quebes and Grand TFirst , atthat venerablo seat of learning, the
Principal Z. of the Grand Chapter of | University of Glasgow. In 1840,

" that Province, ‘was born in Renfrew- ‘ however, his family migrated to New
shire, Scotland, A.D,, 1825. In due | England, and Bro. Graham was con-
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sequently obliged to forego the career
intended for him in the mother coun-
try and pursue his classical and col.
legiate eduoation on thig coutinent.
Having attained suitable proficiency
in his sfudiss, he successively and
successfully taught common school,
grammar school and academy, for
twelve years.

A professorship in 1858 falling va-
cant at St. Francis’ College, Rich-
mond, Prov. Quebec, he was appoint-
ed to the same, and shortly after-
wards was made Principal of the In-
stitution and elected a Fellow of the
University of Mc@ill College, Mont-
real. He resigned his position as
Principal in 1872, after having -ob-
tained very high honors as.a scholar,
teacher, thinker and writer. Many of
his pupils afterwards greatly =£ﬁin;
guished themselves. ‘ '

Bro. Graham was for some years
President of the District and Provin-
cial Teachers' Associations, St. An-
drew's Society and & member of
various other liferary and scientifie
organizations. The University of
Mec@ill recognized his high classical
.attainments and literary acquire-
ments, honorss causa, conferred npon
him the .degree of Master of Arts, and

whilst the Norwich University, North-
field, Vt., created him a Doctor of
Laws. '

On his resignation of the position
of Principal of 8t. Francis’ College,
Bro. Graham was the recipient of sey-
eral testimonials from the students of
the College and the citizens of the
vicinily, and was importuned to ac-
oept the Presidency of one of the Un-
iversities of the West, but his services

were secured as President of 3 Town- |

- ship’s Railway, which forms an im-
. portant branch of our railroad. sys-
$om. - Bu although our learned pro-
ther is 80 closely identified with busi-
ness matters of general importanee,
_he does not let his pen ¥ust or ink
. dry, as he is constantly contribuling

Arts, and | him oup
the University of Vermont remawaber- |-
ing her distinguished adopted son,.
honored him in a similar manner;:

 yosrs, during which: tim

his able articles, full of erndition and
resvarch, to the Masonie, the literary
and the scientifioc press, sand js the
suthor of various papers, essays énd
pamphlets on edueational, philosophi-
cal and scientific subjeots. The bro-
ther is united in marriage to an aec-
complished American lady, by whom
he has two sons and three daughters.
- 'We now turn to the Masonic career
of our distinguished frater, and be-
fore entering into particulars, we
would premise by stating that we look
upon Most Wor. Bro. Graham as the
most erudite Craft Magson in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, distinguished not
only for his scholarly attainments,
hig facile pen, his ready wit, his deep

‘absirnse and logical reasoning, but

for his profound and thorough know-
ledge of the general history of the

| Oraft, its Ritual, its symbolism, and

its jurisprudence. In addition to all
these things, he is by temperature
and culture of extremely liberal views

 and tendencies, and although now

only in the prime of life, yet with his
enlarged and practical experience,
there appears to have arisen within
him such 'a happy combination of
liberalism and conservatism, as point
in -for a ruler of, and chieftain
g foen,  His pleasing address,
‘hi# courtédus: greeting, with a charm
‘and grade of manner, only add lustre
to the many nobler characteristios

that adorn his life and character.

Wo conld write much more in the -
same strain, but that every Mason
tbat knows him loves him, and with
such facts before us, it is unnecessary
to say move. ‘

Bro.J. H. Graham was brought to
light in De Witt Clinton Lodge, No.

15, Northfield, Vt., on Nov. 1, 1855,

assed Nov, 14, 1855, and raised to

‘the sublime degree of a Master Mason

on the 28th day of the same month.
He subsequently affiliated . with =8t
Frencis Ledge, Richmend, .?.Q;.;ﬁ
‘se:.ve@.vgqawomkgpfqlfym%; ¢ e
aen: ams, Hy .8 2n-
{iringenergy and unflaggingseal,nve
large Mmof membguhipam

-
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place. The ashlars, too, were not
only numerous in quantity but excel-
lent in quality.

During his first year of attendance
abt the Grand Lodge of Canada, he
was appointed Grand Registrar, and
the following year was elected Distriof
Deputy Grand Master of the Eastern
Townships, which office he held till
the formation of the Grand Lodge of
Quebec in 1869, The district at that
time comprised nearly all of the Pro-
vince of Quebes south of the River
St. Liawrence, yet during the whole
period he held office he annually visit-
€d each Lodge in this immense terri-
tory, and the Xastern Townships,
during his administration, obfained
for their Liodges a very high position
in the Craft, receiving a great im-
petus through his zeal.

On the ever memorable 20th and
21st days of October, 1869, the Con-
vocation of Freemasons was held in
Montreal, and the Most Worghipful
the Grand Liodge of Quebec, rognlar-
ly and constitutionally established.
QOur learned Brother Graham was ab
that time unanimously selected as the
.ane brother epecially qualified for the
trying position of first Grand Master,
and, as will be remembered by all
who took any interest in the stormy
trials, the unfraternal attacks,irregu-
Isr and unconstitutional doings that
followed in & wild hurrieane of mad-
ness and delirinm wupon those who
participated in this movement, we re-
peat, as will be ever remembered.
M. W. Bro. J.H. Graham, during all
this fierce turmoil and confasion held
the helm with a steady hand, and
from the first neiled the flag of Ex-
clusive Supreme Grand Lodge Sove-
reignty to the mast of the' Masonic
ghip of (Juebec, demanding for his
young Grand Lodge the same sove-
reign rights ag her American sisters
possessed, and so nobly and faithfal-
Iy did he uphold.and maintain those
principles, that even after the Grand
Xotdge.of Quebec was formally recog-
nized by her mother Grand Liodge of
Lanada, he respectfully declined the

qaslified recognition of the Grand
Liodge of England, which that Su-
preme Body first offered in 1875, and
of which M. W. Bro. Graham says,
in his address of 1876:

¢I cannot, for many obvious and
important reasons, recommend the
acceptance by Grand XLodge of the
conditiodal recognition proffered by
the Grand Lodge of England.”

‘We should explain that the condi-
tional recognition was the same as ac-
corded to the Grani Lodge of Canada
at its foundation, viz., recognition by
Englanc of the Grand Liodge, but not
withdrawal of warrants of subordi-
nate Liodges still working in her terri-
tory under the authority of the Grand
Lodge of England, but no more cher-
ters to be issued by Grand Lodge of
England in jurisciztion so recognized.
This 3ro. Graham had the boldness
to decline, and although the Grand
Lodge of Englund has not yet official-
ly recognized the Grand Lodge of
Quebes, her Masons are received cox-
dially and heartily in England, as
proved by the respect shown to our
distinguished brother during his visit
to Liondon in 1874, at which time he
was received and most fraternally
weleomed by the then Grand Master
of England at the Annusal Banquet of
the Royal Masonic Institution for
Boys, as the Grand Master of the
Grand Liodge of Quebee, and in 1875
M. W. Bro. Graham was present at
Albert Hall on the occasion of the In-
stellstion of H. R. H. the Prince of
‘Wales as Grand Master of England;
and in the historic steel engraving of
that event, his likeness appears
among the other Masgonic notabilities
on the dais.

To return, however, to his advo-
cacy of oxclusive soversignty, we may
mention that during the same year
the Grand Liodge of Missowri extend-
ed recognition to the Grand Lodge of
Quebec, provided ¢said recognition

.did not interfore with the vested rights

of the Grand Lodges of England, Ire-
land and Sootland over such of their
daughter Lodges as may prefer to re-
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main under their original charters.”
Referring to this, our Most Worship-
ful Brother, in his address to Grand
Lodge that year, said:

¢1 beg to inform Grand Liodge that
there has been received by me, a very
kind, fraternal letter from Rt. Wor.
Bro. Geo, Frank Gouley, Grand Sec-
retary of the Grand Lodge of Mis-
souri, enclosing 8 commission from
the Grand Master of that Grand Body
to me, as the Grand Representative
of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, near
the Grand Lodge of Quebec, and also
an admirably prepared copy of their
proceedings for 1875, & copy of their
Constitution, &o., for all which I de-
gire to return especial thanks; and al-
though I have declined while in the
office of Grand Master to accept the
Representativeship of many of the
leading Grand Lodges of the world,
which had been Lkindly tendered me
by the Grand Masters of their respec-
tive Grand Bodies, preferring to honor
others. by recommending them for
such appointments, instead of retsin-
ing so many of such honors and priv-
ileges for myself, yet, I confess, that
from past considerations well under-
stood by most of you, it wounld have
pleased me to have made an exosp-
tion in the case of Missouri, could I
have conscientiously done so, but
under the circumstances, I deemed it
my duty to decline the proffered honor,
nor can I recommend this. Grand
Lodge to accept the recognition ten-
dered her by the said Grand Lodge.”

Bro. Graham from the first uttered
no uncertain sound upon unquslified
recognition and supreme and exclu-
sive Grand Lodge Sovereignty, and
up to the present time the Grand
Lodge of Quebec remains firm and
true to this doctrine, which he has
ever so clearly elucidated and so ably
advooated.

Bro. Graham wielded the gavel of
the Grand Ledge of Quebeo from its
formation in 1869 till the close of the
fourth annual communication in 1878,
when he retired from the Grand East,
to be only recalled in 1874, whenr he

was again summoned to the Throne,
from which he retired at the close of
the seventh annual communication in
1876; and at the annual communica-
tionheld 2 Septemberlast, for thethird
time he was elected Grand Master.

During his previous terms of office
M. W. Bro. Graham was the recipient
of two magnificent testimonials from
his Brethren, as a token of their
esteem, friendship and love for ome
who had devoted so much of his time,
energy, money and talents to the sexr-
vice of the Craft and the dignity and
prestige of their Grand Lodge. The
first was a beautiful casket, contain-
ing & substantial mark of their appre-
ciation, and the last was on his retire-
ment from the Grand East in 1876,
when it was moved by Rt. Wor. Bro.
FrankEdgar,seconded byRt. Wor. Bro.
Alex. Murray, at the seventh annual
session of the Grand Lodge of Que-
bee, and resolved:

“ That in recognition of the very
valuable services rendered to the
Craft in this Province by M. Wor.
Bro. J. H. Graham, and his labors
for the welfare of this Grand Lodge,
a suitable testimonial be tendered to
him on behalf of this Grand Lodge,
and that the Most Worshipful Grand
Master, the Deputy Grand Master,
Grand Treasurer and Grand Secre-
tary, be a committee to carry inte of-
fect this resolution.”

In the proceedings for that year we
find ¢‘the resolution was carried unan-
imously, with evidences of general
satisfaction,” which moiion was duly
carried into effect by the presentation
by M. W. Grand Master M. M. Tait
in Grand Liodge, on Sept. 27, 1877,
of a magnificent silver tea service,
with a suitable address, to which Bro-
ther Graham feelingly replied.

The subject -of our sketch is also
Grand Representative of one or more
Grand Lodges near the Grand Liodge
of Quebec. He igalsohonorary mem-
ber of several subordinate Liodges and
Chapters, and has been the recipient

_of manytestimonials from subordinate

Lodges, and also the united Liodges of

(
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the Eastern Township District—all of
which he fairly won for services
faithfully performed, at times under
most trying ciroumstances.

In Capitular Masonry Gnr Most Ex-
cellent Companion Graham stands as
prominently in the forefront as he
does in the Symbolic Craft. In 1863
he received the degrees of oar Royal
Art in Carnarvon Chapter, No. 21, in
Montreal, and is g Past First Princi-
pal Z. of Golden Rule Chapter, No.
1, Sherbrooke, P. Quebec. In the
Grend Chapter of Canada, he held at
different times important offices, and
on the friendly separation of the
Chapters in the Province of Quebec
from the Grand Chapter of Canada,
and the formsation, by mutual consent,
of the Grand Chapter of Quebee, in
18717, Rt. Ex. Comp. J. H. Graham
was by unanimous choice elected to
the highest honor within their gift,
viz., that of First Grand First Princi-
pal Z. of the Grand Chapter of Que-
beo, & position which he ably ocoupies
at the present time. Our most Ex.
Companion holds commissions as
Grard Representative of the Grand
Chapters of the District of Columbia
and New York, and also the Grand
Mark Liodge of England, (in which he
ranks as a Past Grand Warden), near
the Grand Chapter of Quebec.

Frater Graham is a wmember of
Richard Ceeur de Lieon Preceptory of
Montreal, is Past Officer of Sussex
Commandery and of the Great Priory
of Canada. He is also a member of
the Ancient and Accepted Rite, hav-
ing received the degrees from fourth
to thirty-second (82°), inclusive, in
Datroit Sovereign Consistory of Michi-
gan, and is at present a member of
Hochelaga Chapter, R¥se Croix de H.
R. D. M. 18° Montreal. During his
visit o England in 1874 he counselled
peraonally with the chiefs of the Rite
there, advising them to co-operate
with the Deputy Inspector Generals
of Cenada in the establishment of a
Supreme Grand Council of the Do-
inion, which was then carried.

The unhappy differences that still

exist between the Grand Lodge of
Quebeo and the so-called Provinecial
Grand Lodge of Montreal, Scotch Re-
gister, still exist, and there are three
Lodges yet working in Montreal un-
der the authority of the Grand Lodge
of England. M. W. Bro. Graham
has been commicsioned as “plsnipo-
tentiary”’ by the Grand Lodge and
Grand Chapter of Quebec to confer
personglly with those in authority in
the mother country as to the final ad-
justment of the relations between the
parent Grand Bodies and their dangh-
ters of Quebec. No person could be
better suited for this delicate and im-
portant mission. Bro. Graham is
calm, cool, courteous, firm; he will be
earnest and determined, and possibly
may convince the Grand Lodge of
England of the advisability of recom-
mending her Liodges to unite their
fortunes with the Grand Lodge of
Quebec, and the necessity of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland disbanding
her irregular organization in Mon-
treal. We greatly fear, however, that
hisefforts will prove fatile in the latter
case. We sincerely wish him success,
and hope our fears are groundless.

In conclusion then we would say
that words fail us to espress our ad-

iration and esteem fo; this earnest
craftsman in the quarries, this noble
representative of our martyred Grand
Master. He too has been true to his
vows, his principles and his word,
but fortunately, unlike him of former
times, has escaped the attacks of the
cowan that were made upon him, and
after & hard fight created a United
Grand Liodze out of the most discord-
ant elements; a Grand Lodge too
with & membership imbued with the
same spirit as himself, one which will
never yield to injustice or dictation,
no matter from what source it may
come, Bro. Graham is universally
esteemed as s friend, beloved as a
brother and honored as & chieftain in
the Craft. Wherever he is known his
influence is felt, and that T. G. A. O.
T. U. will long spare him to add
lustre to tue glittering diadem of Que-
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bee Masonry, in which he is so bril-
Yiant a gem, is the earnest prayer.of
the thousands of brethren, who honor
and love him.

—

Freemasonry in England.

BY BRO, WILLIAM JAMES HUGHAN.

Freemasonry in England differs in
some respects from any other country,
and though mostly these differences
are to the advantage of the Craft in
the ¢¢ old country,” occasionally & few
of the departures witnessed under
other Grand Ledges might be adopted
with like success by the Body which,
directly or indirectly, is the parent of
all modern Grand Lodges in the
world. T'rom the operative companies
and sooieties of ¢ ye ancient tymes "
came the old lodges which independ-
entiy were working early last century
in England. A few of these united
and formed the premier Grand Lodge
of England (and of the world) in
1716-17. The success attending this
orgenization led to the members of
the famous lodge at York starting a
¢« Grand Lodge of all England (at
¢ York), and all went on merry as a
¢« wedding feast” until about 1740-50,
when, after various alterations and
altercations, the secession was an ac-
complished fact, and a third Grand
Lodge was formed ‘‘according to the
old Institutions,” with their Grand
Fast at Liondon, about 1750-1. Of
these three bodies, No. 1 and No. 8
went on progressing rapidly—as riv-
als—until December, 1813, when they
anited. No., 2 died out abous 1800,
but before then issued several war-
rants for Liodges, to assemble in Eng-
land, and constituted & Grand Lodge
of England south of the Trent, under
the wing of the Antiquity Lodge,
London (during its temporary seces-
sion); but before the present century
the Grand Lodge, its offspring Grand
Lodge, and all its Liodges had expired,
and not & real representative of the
York Grand Liodge was left snywhere.
In faot, York Masonry originated in

that city, and under No. 2 Grand
Lodge ceased to exist after the latter
pert of last century. No. 1 issued
warrants for Provincial Grand Liodges
and LoJdgec in America from 1730,
but No. 8 having commenced & simi-
lar wozk about 1760, and recognized
four degrees instead of the constitu-
tional three, the latter became the
more popular, and most Provinecial
Grand Lodges in the United States
came under its sway, added to which,
No. 8, though the mora modern, be-
came known as the ‘‘Ancients,” or
“Ancient York Masous,” and by mis-
representation secured @ firm footing
on American soil. Hence the ftitle
«“Ancient York Masons” (A. Y. M.),
which is quite & misnomer, as the
York Grand Lodge No. 2 only issued
warrants for England, all warrants
from that country for America, by
No. 8 or No. 1, being dated from Lon-
don, not York. Under the Duke of
Sussex and the Duke of Kent, (Ma-
sonically and naturally brothers),
Grand Masters of Nos.-1 and 8 res-
pectively, tha two rival bodies united
ie December, 1818, and formed the
«United Grand Lodge of England,”
London, since which period its title
has been well maintained. The
“‘Articles of Union” provided for the
“Fourth Degree” or “Royal Arch™
being recognized, as before then No.
1 only authoritatively worked the
three Oraft Degrees, whereas No. 8
acknowledged the Royal Arch. Henee
in England the recognized Degrees
are E. A., F. C, M. M, and R. A.,
all the rest being virtually permitted,
but not on any ples to be worked in
an open Craft (or R. A.) Lodge. The
Grand Master is elected annueally by
the Grand Officdfs (present and past),
Masters, Past Masters, and present
‘Wardens, who personally attend the
quarterly Communication in Mareh.
No proxy voting 8 allowed, and, if
R. A. Masons, the Grand Master, the
Pro. Grand Master, Deputy Grand
Master, Grand Treasurer. -Grand Re-
gistrar, and Grand Secretary become
in like marner the holders of similar

Il ety
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offices in the Grand Chapter of the
R. A. There are about 16560 active
Lodges, and over 500 R. A. Chap-
ters, and the government is very
similar under each Body, the busiuess
being conducted most ably by the
same staff and apartments in Free-
masons’ Hall, London. No ‘“mile-
age” is paid to the representatives,
and such hard worked officers as the
Grand Treasurer, Grand Registrer,
and the two Presidents of the Board
of GeneralPurposes and of Benevolence
and the Grand Director of Ceremonies,
not only give their valuable services
freely but pay large ““Fees of Honor"
on accepting office, the revenue of the
two Bodies being obtained from ¢Fees
of Honor,” and Fees for warrants,
certificates, registration, annual dues,
&c. These payments are all required
by the Oonstitution, each member
being obliged through his Lodge to
procure a certificale from the Grand
Lodge. The expenses are light con-
sidering the magnitude of the two So-
cieties, and large sums are devoted to
the relief of necessitous brethren, or
to their wives and families after due
serutiny, The  business is so well
conducted by the Boards, &c., that
two or three hours a quarter trans-
acts all the work of the Grand Liodge
at the communications. The great
Masonic Charities are supported by
voluniary donations from the Craft
and the Grand Bodies, yielding usual-
ly about £40,000 ($200,000) annual-
ly, and support about 400 boys and
girls, and about as many aged Free-
masons and widows. Inthe Provinces
(or counties over which rule the Pro-
vincial Grand Masters, appointed ad
vitam by the M.W.G.M.) there are
also similar charitable organizations,
only minus the buildings, by which
about the same number are support-
ed or educated, and each Provinocial
Grand Liodge is within its jurisdiction
in effeot a Grand Lodge, and has
similar officers, only all subservient
to the M.W.G.M., and have to re-
port their principal work every year
to the Grand Secretary. The ¢un-

recognized degrees” (as they are
called) comprise the Mark Grand
Lodge, which takes.carechiefly of the
Mark Degrees, which has 240 aative
Lodges; the Royal Arch Chapters
only working the Royal Arch, not (as
in the United States, Scotland, &e.,‘%
the intermediate Degrees. The Gran
Priory of the Knights Templar looks
after the Templar and Malta De-
grees; the Grand Conclave of the Red
Cross of Rome and Constantine, that
perticular degree; and the Supreme
Council, the Fourth to the Thirty-
third Degree. The Mark Grand
Lodge has its offices at 2, Red Lion
square, tho Knights Templar in Chan-
cery lane, and the ‘“‘Ancient and Aec-
cepted Rite” at 88, Golden square,
all in the city of Liondon. The latter
Body has & magnificent library at its
Grand East, valued ab 2,000 guineas
($10,000), and as respects influence
and management, it stands certainly
as the accepted chief of the ¢“High
Degrees.” The Grand Master, Pro
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master
and many Provincial Grand Masters,
belong to one or more of these Bodies,
for though not actually or officially
recognized, they are virtually so.
The Grand Lodge of England is un-
sectarian; any gentleman, otherwise
eligible, is accepted irrespective of his
color, country, or creed, provided he
believes in the Great Architect of the
Universe, and practices the sacred
duties of morality, and over all rules
the Prince of Wales as Grand Mas-
ter, the heir appareut to the throne.
—Masonic Review.

Imposters in Masonry.

An impostor is said o be one who -
imposes on others, or a person who.
assumes & character for the purpose
of deception. He is said also o bes
deceiver under & false character. To
the average mind, such a person‘is
abhorent; and yet, on reflection, we
have ‘o admit that imposture is prac-
tised, in some form or other, by far
too many people who would bitterly
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resent /° charge.. The man: who
iravels irom place to place, and from
Lodge to Lodge, under the guise of
Masonry; and solicits aid from Lodge
or member, without any definite plan
or intent of repaying, is, in point of
fact, no more of an impostor than he
who smirches the good name of a
brother Mason, from no kigher mo-
tive than envy, suspicion or distrust.
Beyond a doubt, many a brother
speaks disparagingly of another with-
out any intent to injure him in busi-
ness or reputation; but such 2 course
gives encouragement to the malicious
and ungeneroud, and to those who
would prey upon the good name of
the really worthy—impcsture, there-
fore, is not practised solely by design,
but sometimes by neglect. Itisan
imporition, t00, and one which should
not be tolerated, for Masons to mis-
Tead their families as to any of the
duties or obligations of the Craft,
proper for the profane to know, and
surely no worse delusion or trick can
be played upon a wife than for a hus-
band to assert that, in case of death
to him, the Masons will look after his
widow, and secure her from want.
This soxt of imposition should never
be practised even by inuendo; show
the wife the nature of the bond, that
she may see to what extent, no
further, she can claim. Let her see
how absurd maust be the preliminary
declaration, by her husband, that he
has sought the privileges of Masonry
through “a sincere wish to be ser-
viceable to his fellow-creatures” if he
teaches her forthwith to hold out her
hands in demand. Such, however,
i the nature of the contract that, i
poverty and decay comes—especially
if they come in spite of the prudent
and careful efforts of a brother—his
widow and children have a right to
expech sympathy and relief, as far as
lies in & brother's power, without in-
jury to himself or family. Not to
afford this is-a form of imposition that
“fills the heart with pain,”

“And maketh even the little child
In bitterness complain.”

Masong know full well how fre-
quent—and how pressing, too—are
the calls for charity, from within the
limits of their own Lodge circle; and
they know, quite as well, how con-
stant qnd persistent are the many
which come from without. These
latter demands are pressed so skilfal-
ly, that their success frequently con-
founds the former, pushes the honest
claimant aside, and leaves her to the
pain of a bitter disappointment. Itis
not unfrequently that notices, in print
orbyletterare sentto Masonic centres,
warning the brotherhood against
A.B., who has been imposing upon
the Craft, in a certain section, by
fraudulent representations of his dire
necessity and his unimpaired Masonic
standing. ' To delay, under such cir-
cumstances, seems unjust.—even cruel,
the coveted aid is given, and frand
progresses, until checked by the dis-
covery of his true character, and then
he is posted a8 an impostor. Women
have oceasionally played the role of a
Mason’s widow so skilfully—adding,
at times, one or more orphan chil-
dren to their presentments— that
Charity Committees have come to ve-
gard such applicants, if personally un-
known, with immediate distrusé.
Thus it comes to pass thab success-
ful knavery may sometimes cause the
doors of charity to be closed against
the really worlthy. But even the
worthy may become impostors in Ma-
sonry, without intending for a mo-
ment to fill such a character. If it
be granted that Masonry is founded
upon the principles of universal phil-
anthropy and benevolence, it must
also be granted that every step taken
in it is to be sustained by industry.
The maimed cannot be admitted, for
the general reason that Magons should
be self-supporting, and not a charge
upon the fraternity. The benevo-
lence of the institution, however,
recognizes the fact of poverty, in con-
sequence of age or decay, and also
beeause of widowhood aund ornhan-
age; but; in -justice to all, it also ex-
pects that sll who come within its
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circle in any degree should make an
effort to be. as Yight a burden as pos-
sible upon its-genorosity. Evidently,
therefore, it is an imposition to ap-
peal to the Craft without making an
effort for self-suppnrt, when will only
18 waniing. We have in mind a case
where a brother was discharged for
non-payment of dues; at the time, he
owed for several years, persistently
negleoted to pay his dues, deolined to
plead poverty, and apparently found
time and money for personal indul-
gence. About six years later, he
died ; when, behold! his widow
straighway beset the organization for
a large amount of money, claiming
that her husband was & Mason,
though he had paid nothing in aid of
the cuaracter for eleven years. This
is a double form of imposture—£first,
by exacting money where none ia due;
and second, by the notoriety which an
honest refusal—or even & limited aid
—receives by gratuitous oirculation
on the part of the family acquaint-
ances, to the prsjudice of Masons.
It ought to be apparent to the pro-
fane, as it is to the brotherhood, that
the regulations of Masons should be
observed by its members, to entitle
them or their dependents-to the bene-
fit of any charitable consideration
preferable to those of & common hu-
manity. And it ought also to be the
chief care of every Mason to maintain
the character which he professes with
striet integrity, and never to deviate
from the minutest principle thereof,
8o that, if imposition shall be put
upon Magonry, it shall always come
from elements outside of the Society.
—Liberal Freemason.

The Success of Masonry.

Freemasonry is signally destitute
of what are ususally regarded as ele-
ments of popularity, and yet the Craft
has spread over the entire known
world, and embraces in itg member-
ship a multitude so great, that it may
almost be said-no man can-number

it. To what is chis remarlable pro-
pagation owing.? :

Every other institution in the world
appears to cater to the mulfitude.
The fashions of the day and the whims
of popular predilection and prejudice
are oarefnlly studied and taken ad.
vantage of. Anything and everything
is dons to attain success.

‘When the celebrated Charles James
Fox was & candidate for Parliament
at the Westminster election of 1780,
the Duchess of Devonshire distin-
guished herself at the polls by giving
a kiss for each vote she succeeded in
gaining for him, and he is said to
have owed his election to her efforis.
But a candidate is never kissed into
Masonry. We have no female mate-
rial to tempt him with—there can be
no one to play Eve in the Craft. He
comes of his own free will—at least
he deoclares he does. He secks us
from no mercenary motive; or, if he
does, he is not only a miserable de-
ceiver, but he is miserably deceived.
Freemasonry has no gold mines—it
is only a stone quarry, and Masons
are stone-squarsrs—Ilaborers in time
for botn time and eternity.

Freemasonry lacks every ordmary
element of populanty. It is nob
cheap: it is neither given away ®or
offered for a ¢song.” It is costly,
and should ever remsir so. It is a
luxury, not a necessary of life. A
man may go through life comfortably
without 1t. Ignorance is bliss in this
ocase. _

Freemasonry does not advertise
itself nor allow its membars to adver-
tise it. Now, we all know the value
of advertising. The man who has
anything to sell and does not advertise
it 1s almost certain to have, in no
long space of time, the.sheriff for a
customer. Bat Masonry has never
been sold out, nor stamped out, nor
legisiated out, nor bullied out, It
still lives, and yet makes no noise
in the world. There are some in-
dividual exceptions to this state-
ment, buf only enough to prove the
rule. For example, some Masons
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wear -conspisuous Magonic! emblems,
and thus seek ito label themselves
Masons ; and occasionally we hear of
& Liodge having its installation cere-
monies performed in public—and we
always regret to hear i, because we
consider this to be a bidding for mem-
bers, and therefore a direct breach of
one of the fundamental principles of
the Fraternity. Whenever Masons
make such a public spectacle of a part
of their secrets (and wa regard all of
our work & Masonic secret) they
wrong the brotherhood and them-
selves, and forget their obligations,
and any new material they may thus
decoy within the portals of Masonry
is likely to be very poor material—
rotten stone, unfit to build into the
the spiritual temple of Masonry.

So well are the secrets of the Craft
ususlly guarded from the outer world
that sometimes they are not as well
known as they should be to those
within the mystic circle. One of the
open gecrets of Masonry is the fact
that Masonic journals are issued in
its interest, for the advantaga of those
who are Masons; hut this appears to
be known to ' ~t comparatively few
Brethren—-the large majority are
practically ignorant of the fact that
Masenic newspapers exist, or, if their
existence is known, they are supposed
to be self-supporting—to feed on
themselves, and grow fat in doing it.
In the Golden rze of Masonry this
will not be so. Every Brother will
take and read s Masonic newspaper.
Then there will be no impostors—no
rusty Masons—no suspensions: or
expulsions, and all Masons will be
reading Masons. Heaven hasten the
coming of the Golden Age of Masonry.

Buat, if Freemasonry be not cheap,
nor advertising for members, nor
practising any other ordicary means
for attaining popularity, to what is its
great suceess owing ?

Itis founded on principle. A great
light has shone into the world, .and
that great light is the First Great
Light in Masonry. The Holy Bible
is the central source of our Faith, our

Hope and -our Charity. We lay it
upon our aitar. We .draw from ib
lessons of obedience and:covenanis of
love. Wo bind ourselves in sallepi-
ance to the Traft upon it. It is mo
closed book. We keep it open when-
ever we are at labor.

It is founded upon Dbrotherly love.
It makes all of its members akin. It
restores the broken circle of humanity
by narrowing the circle. How true
is it that Freemasons are & band of
Brothers. In our joys and sorrows
we are sharers; thereby doubling the
one and dividing the other.

It is founded upon the recognition
of the fact that man is essenfially a
gocial and convivial being, and that
his happiness depends in & consider-
able degree tipon this quality of his
nature being properly ministered to.
At labor and refreshment Freemn-
sonry counveys as much intellectmal
and social enjoyment to its members
as it i8 possible to crowd into the
space of time occupied.

Last of all, we would mention the
mystery that envelopes it 28 no mean
element of its success. The human
mind eraves knowledge and loves the
mysterious. All things great aad
high are mysterious—-the God we
worship, His Book that we reverenee,
the universe that surrounds us, ounr
very selves—body, soul and spirit.
So Freemasonry is & mysiery, amd
men love mysteries, and hence love
Freemasonry. It is worthy of their
love and our love. Lt us only learn
to love it more earnestly and more
intelligently.— Keustons.

A Ten Minutes’ Oration.

DELIVERED SEPT., 1879, AT THE consg-~
CRATION OF PORTMADOC AND HOLI-
HEAD LODGE ROOMS, BY DRO.
EBEV. J. SIDNEY BOUCHER,

P, G. C.

. The appearance of a mew houss,
whoss site, style, or sarroundings,
are of special beauty and appropriate-
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ness, naturally leads the beholder to
speculate upon tha character and
conditicu of the owner. And the
consecraiion of a new Lodge-room
seems equally to call for remark upon
the time-honored Institution which is
here to have its home.

‘What then, briefly, is Freemason-
ry? Originally, no doubt a Guild of
Artificers, dating from the reign of
King Solomon, and organized by his
marvellous wisdom; with valuable
trade secrets to keep close among
themselves, and a careful system of
passwords, signs, and tokens, for
their preservation; a regular classifi-
cation of the brethren into convenient

‘groups or Lodges; orderly arrange-

ments for Government and discipline;
periodical examinations of the junior
workmen, to ascertain the progress
they were making; solemn forms and
ceremonies for admitting new mem-
bers into the Brotherhood, passing
successful candidates to higher de-
grees of proficiency, and imvesting
them with conspicuous badges of
merit; special times and places for
the discussion of business matters,
with g rigid exclusion of all exciting
topics of debate, such as religion and
politics, s0 as not to disturb the har-
mony so essential to the successful
accomplishment of the grand work
of Temple-building, which was
being carried on by the di
verse nationalities of Judea and
Pheenicia in conjunction. With the
prestige of & lofty origin like this, and
its neceseary connection with the
Liberal arts and sciences, such as
painting, sculpture, and the rest, the
Masonic Association rapidly devel-
oped and extended to every quarter of
the civilized world.

A powerful organization of this
kind, with its ever-accumulating
stores of knowledge and experience,
could not fail tu produce extensive
and important results. And, accord-
ingly, we cannot be surprised to learn
that to Freemasonry we are indebted
for the wonderfnl structures—baeauti-
ful.even in-their rain—erected -under

Greek and Roman auspices before the
Christian erar and in espscial, for the
magnificent  mansions, castles,
churches, and cathedrals, that sprang
up everywhere in Great Brifain and
the continent, during the compara-
tively quiet period of the eleventh and
four followisg centuries. Nor can
we wonder that men of other trades
and professions, even kings and
princes, eagerly sought admission in-
to an Order of such high renown, for
the sake of companionship with the
illustrious masters of art and science
who enrobled it, and whose splendid
labors did so much fo enhance the
national pride and glory.

By degrees, however, these ‘“‘specu-
lative * Masons, who by special
favour were admitted to the freedom
of the Craft, so far outnumbered their
¢ operative " brethren, that, ecuckoo-
Like, they ousted the original owners
from the Magonic nest, and stayed in
it themselves ; retaining the outward
shape and form of the ancient Guild,
with its working tools and badges;
its stringent vows of secrecy, fidelity,
and obedience ; its elaborate and im-
pressive Ritual ; and its oral Triadie
instruction ;—but torning all into-
parable and metaphor; so thaf, as
we haveit now, it is simply & ¢ beau-
tiful system of morality, veiled in
allegory and illustrated by symbols ;”
& system possessing many important
secrets and valuable privileges, and a.
history of unquestionable fact, em-
broidered with a variety of curious-
myths or legends, to fnrnish a plan-
sible axplanation of passwords, signs,
and tokens; whose resl origin and
primitive significance have mn all pro-
bability passed away from us for:
ever. o »

Such is Freemasonry in the past.
‘What then are its-claims uwpon us in
the present ? and why are we here-
to-day, doing our utmost to ‘prepetu-
ate it'in the fatare ? .

Now, to answer these inquiriés, we-
must call to mind, thdt Masonry may
be viewed under tio aspects, d lower
and & higher; - viz., (1) a8 connected
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with Liodges here on earth, and their-
members as citizens of the world 4§
and (2) as connected with Grand
Lodge above, where the world's G.A.
lives and reigns for éver.

In its lower aspect, it has three
special claims upon our attention and
regard, vi=., as—

(a.) A bond of union and brother-
hood between all the widely separated
families and classes of humanity.

(b.) A neutral ground of meeting,
for free and social intercourse, among

less widely separated neighbonrs and

acquaintances.

(c.) A universal letter of introduc-
tior to entire strangers; and a spe-
cial medium for assisting the needy
and distressed.

In its higher aspect, it is still more
worthy of the enlogies and enconiuams
that have been laviched upon it by
the brethren in every age. Asone of
our Fraternal Charges well expresses
it,—* 'Tis not mere blind fanatic zeal
that prompts the brethren of the mys-
tic tie to speak thus highly of the Ma-
son's Craft. For well they know that
it is the best and traest handmaid to
religion that ever man devised, and
admirably fitted to assist him in his
search for light and knowledge,
through all the various stages of this
mortal life, from the eradled helpless.-
ness of infancy, to the final darkness
of the grave. Itisfounded on a triad
of deep mysterious truths, connecting
earth with heaven,—the eternal exist-
ence of a Triune God, the resurrection
of the body, and the Immortality of
the Soul. It inculcates the purest
principles of piety and virtue; and
teaches plainly, in the First Degree,
to measure all our words end actions
by the guage of rectitnde and justice;
to shape our conduct in the second,
by the square of morality and hon-
esty; and, in the third, to ecircum-
scribe onr passions, with the compass
of propriety, and keep them strictly
within the limits of the circle of our
duty to God and man. Hence we
learn to be upright, just and true
to our fellow men, humble, meek,

resigned to the'will of God; so that
the Muson, who hes thus discharged
hig datyas a true and faithfal brother
of the Craft, may calmly wait that
awful moment, when his heart shall
cease to throb, and his soulf relessed
from the burden of flesh, shall wing
its upward flight to the boundless un-
explored expanse above."

Truly then is Masonry & noble
thing, and nobly should it be
enshrined among wus! It is a
precious jewel, which demands &
goodly setting. And we congratulate
the brethrer. of this Liodge upon the
admirable hall which is consecrated
to its use tv-day, as our first Grand
Hastar King Solomon congratulated
himself and his people when hig
building at Jerdselem was completed ;
—¢ 1 wasg glad when they said unto
me, we will go into the House of the
Lord ; for thither the tribes go up,
even the tribes of Israel; to behold the
fair beauty of the Liord, and to visit
His Pemple.”

Being, then, what it is, we might
natarally expect to find Freemasonry
everywhere held in the highest
and most reverent estimation, and,
like & powerful magnet, drawing into
it irresistibly all that is great and
good now, as it did in days gone by.
But is it s0? To some extent no
doubt it is, and in proof of this we
point with pride and pleasure to such
an assemblage as is gathered here to-
day. Yet is it not the case, that our
influence and numbers are not nearly
what they ought o be—that, in fact,
they might, and ought to be far
larger than they are? And, if so,
where lies the fault? Have we any
one to blame for it but ourselves®
Speaking from my own experience. &
should say, that Masonry is far f+ .
popular with women, as & body; tuat
wives dislike it for their husbands,
mothers for their sons, and that many
men who take an independent stand
in thought and action fight shy of it
for themselves and their belongings.
And why? Because there is o wide-
spread feeling that men become Ma-




i

)

-A DBEN MINUTES ORATION. 365

sons not from high, but low motives

—+to ingrease their business conneo-.

tion, perhaps, or enlarge their jolly-
good-fellow circle, and that their
moral tone is not improved thereby,
but the reverse; that Masonry, in
fact, is little more than & costly knife
and fork society, fond of idle dissipa-
tion; and Lodge meetings merely a
convenient excuse and eloak for wast-
ing ill-spared money npon exftrava.
gant eating and drinking, especially
drinking, That this opinion may
have sad foundation in the conduct of
some few past and even present
brethren, cannot be denied. Nor is
the reason far to seek. In the great

- majority of our town and country dis-

tricts no large and suitable room for
meeting can be found, except ab the
public inn, where temptations to ex-
cess present themselves to every
comer. -And, accordingly, it is their
misfortune, not their fault, if Masons,
thus unhappily situated, have from
time to time made lapses from their
high profession. For it is not the
orderly Masonic banquet in Masonic
clothing, nor the modest Liodge re-
freshment with Masonic checks and
guards on every side, that does the
mischief, but the un-Masonic loung-
ing at the bar, and the alcoholic con-
vivialities there indulged in before the
Lodge is opened and after it is cloged.
Hexrce it is that unseemly soandals
have ab times 4risen, that solemn
vows of initiation have been forgot-
ten, that the mysteries of Masonry
have more or less been blabbed by
drunken lips fo the scoffing outer
world, and grave diseredit cast upon
the whole Fraternity.

Freemasonry, however, cannot just-
ly be condemned, any more than
Christianity, for not doing its proper
worx of making all its members
wirthy; or than the Legislature, for
not making every one sober and re-
ligious by Act of Parliament. Much,
however, may be-done in this, dires-
tion by diminishing the temptations
to vice and. the facilitiea for getting
drunk, and an immense gtride will

have.heen taken fowards the exalta-
tion of Fresmasonry among ourselves
and, the world at large, when .every
Lodge has a placé like this set apart
for Masonio purposes, where the most
fastidioue may assemble as in an or-
dinary well-kept. reading-roomn, with-
out hesitation on their own part, or
suspicion on the part of others, where
evenings inay be often spent, nob
drearily and wearily in merely getting
through a doll routine of ¢‘work,” but
pleasantly and profitablyin ¢“lectures”
and discussions upon interesting
topies of art and science, thus fulfill-
ing the special obligation, to ‘‘make
continual advancement in Masonic
knowledge.” ,

And this is nnquestionably the right
and proper thing. ¥or what saysan
Ancient Charge ? ‘A Mason’s Liodge
is an emblemstic representation of
the Universe, the magnificent temple
of that G. A. whom we all revere and
adore. Wisdom, strength, and beauty
are the pillars of His throne, and
manifest in all His works., His wie-
dom is infinite, His strength omni-
potent, and Eis beauty shines through
all creation in symmetry of form,
grandeur of proportion, and glorious
harmony of color.” Here is a grand
idea! But how can it possibly be
realized in a public-house, with un-
Masonic sights and sounds at every
turn, with cowans and infraders in
every corner.

Very cordially, then, do we reiterate
our warm congratulations to the Ma-
doc and 8t. Cubi Liodges for the

.Temple building they have done.

Very heartily do we say to,you, goon
and prosper, as you well desérve!
This struckure has been raised in per-
fect unanimity and concord; long
may it so continue. Msy. the pro-
ceedings of to-day serve bub to forge
another link in the chain of brotherly
love and good-fellowship by which
youn are already united, May your
children and your children’s.children

rejoice jn these.auspicioys . solemni-

ties. May you enjoy -within these
walls every satigfaction and delight
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-that disinterested affection and Ma-
sonic .intercourse cun afford. And
‘may the good report of this Liodge so
tend to exalt and enhance the repu-
tation of the Craft at large, that
Masonry may flourish here, as in
-every other quarter of the globe, and
be assisted to fulfill its noble mission,
by diffusing the light of wisdom, aid-
ing the strength of reason, displaying
the beauty of virtue, and diminishing
the aggregate of human vies and
misery. Being thus established firmly
by the high character of its friends,
it may laugh to scorn the malice of
its foes, and rise superior to all the
opposition of the outer world, like the
lofty summnait of the mighty Snowdon,
that bares its breast with dignified
composure to the tempest, snd fear-
lessly presents its bosom to the mid-
night storm.—IFreemason’s Chronicle,
Eng.

—_—— e ——————
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Z : The Mark Mason’s Story.

“‘Oh yes, those are my jewels, and the ladies
like to sce them,
For a goodly show they make, dear, of sil-
ver and of gold
Geometrical devices, many amysticemblem,
Car\'e(éo (}gep into corneljan, leave mysteries
untold,

Ay &retty cousin Alice with her dainly finger
uches

Eachjewelled golden trinket, now, and asks
what is jts name;
And Iam fain to answer her that only such
and such is
‘The badge of the degree, or say the Order,
that I claim.

But fair Alice, lustrons eyed, (oh} such per-
fect brows and lashes),
Looks half indignant, and repels my reti-
cence with scorn;
“*Well, Edward, you might tell me now, what
interest attaches
To those bright crystal crosses with which
you yourself adorn.” *

““Well, first-there 18 this token, & small ¢ircle
silver giided,
‘With & name and number on it, and ’lis
enamelled blue,
'Thcneﬁitgin a twisted cable the lotter C is
W

ed,
Anq surrounded by & serpent. whit is
it, tell me rnegn SCTPERt Pray -

“* A centonary jewei which the Lodges of the
Craftsmen

That have seen & hundred years and more,
may, by peraission wear;
Of one I was & member, at its banquets rich
A e tings, Fh
056 wero glorions mee ~here
wemnads friendshing rare. o

¢ But what Is this silver star with the crimson
cross upon it,
And a hoc cigno vinceg as the legend graved
thereon?
Oh! a badgo of the Rnights-Templar, you say,
and so you do it.
I thought chivalric orders had all long been
overthrown.”

“ Now here blood red across patunce, so 'tis by
heralds named,
On white enamelled centre a small patri-
archal eross;

The other side an Agnus Dei: say, shall I be ~

amed,
If, woman like, I'm curfous, to guess am at
logs 7

“ Well, that is the Grand Cross, and it is worn
by knight Commanders,
The Prince of Wales he wears it, and he
wears it proudly too;
More noble than the Golden Fleece. 50 hon-
ored in old Flanders;
He is our Grand Master, and we owe allegi-
ance true,”

“An elght pointed cross of gold, this also
white enamelled,
Surmounted by & golden crown, and pray
now, what is this ?”
“IWell, Alice, I'l1 be complaisant, but I must
not be traramelled,
And if I tell you truly youll reward me
with a kiss.”

And Alice pouts, and vows she can’t believe
in cousin's greetings,
Whilst X declare that like asister she is now

to me;
So, then, in spite of non-cousent, and of her
faint beseechings
X kigg {:m«} twenty times at least; forisitnot
e

Sc Alice asks, and answer I her very many
questions,
As to the queer, old, rich and rare, fine jew-
els I collect;
Some magical, some mystical, some of the
Roslcrucians,
And one of the old badges of the Kadosh
Knpights Elect.

“Oh! Edward. here’s the strangest one, the
capestone of an arch ’tis
For so I've heard you calf it, of pure pale
carnation, )
With adouble circle on each side, and straight
as any larch is,
And block lettered in triauvgle, an /& cut
thereon.”

“ Round the circle Bebrew characters you see
are now imprinted
The secret, of the Mark degree is lost or
found therein;
On that mark there hangs a story, let it be as
I havehinted,
For that is my.own sceret, and but one can
share herein.

“In the gyramids the Mason’s Marks are stiil
found graven deeply ;
On many & clustered column, in many a
sacred fane,
In dim cathedral aisles, are these symbols,
(held too cheaply)
Please will your lndyship at least for oncs
to listen deign 2!

“ Qh, yes,”she cries, half wearily, "I thought
that a love sto . R
Younow were going to fell me, but I'il lis-
ten and be good;

TR
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You say you are s Jacobite. I jknow yon arq &

Aml’t:{at is why you love things old, yousee
you’re undeistood.”

“¢ Well, Alice, darling, youararight, and 'twus
me story olden,
Of o love unrcqu!'ted, yet for ever and for

Of my proud, peerless Amy, whose swecet
looks did me embolaen;
Subject for artist’s pencil, and methinks for
poet’s lay.

“ Ah! no, she is not dead, my dear, but then
you know she’s married,
And that 18 «ll the same to me, who have
been liikke a child—
Jast cr_vlng for the moon, alas,
have Itarried,
Qld bachelors none care for; you agree ? X
saw you smiled.

and *zo long

*Twas many & year gzo0 when I was made a
Mark Master
And when 1 ﬁrst was called upon to choose
y Mason’s Mark ;
Out-rin%tmls ina dlphthonv symbolled o union
aster
‘Than any human link devised by love’s elec-
tric spark.

It w:}sa love unspoken, for I had naught to
give
Only thle loynl worship of a heart as true as
13

8
She mu8t have known X loved her though,
indeed X can forgive her,
For by no sign cncouragementdidshe cause
me to feel.

And for years I struggled hoping that some
day she would liste
To my wooing, and retum the love I long
had bore her then;
But never gave she word or sign, (my dear,
your blue eyes glisten
With meltéag tears), to me who am the sad-
dest of men.

Well, Fortune did befriend me,—still I loved
her and none other,
But ;«vag not to have the fair Jewel that X
prized ;
And my own Amy, she was wooed and won
then by another
My mark had been no talisman, and I was
not surprisnd

Do I bate him who stole from me the girt I
had been loving
For all those weary years? I would have
given her my life.
Ah !no,why should I? ‘Well, yes, abroad I
took to roving,
‘When he came and took my Amy to mske
her wedded wife.

Y'et sml gwear the token of 4 union consam-
Bnt only in the dream world, and in which
Ilivealway;
And o n&gtber woman I've thought not to
be ma

For none havc avercared for one now get-
ting grave-and grey.

The Jewel of: the Stricken Heart ¥ .call that
gymbol oiden

Whééh youara wymg with just .now while

A ﬁézg{ triagr{e ‘you seewithin a emall heart

Pierced ihro h by a silver am) ek s
Tachiched Talryy welly i yeh

- making

I kuoy,the gnm-‘vJ . of) tho rite, 19 - whioch this
 Its ltualntness and its intorest? ‘Knowino-

hin
Wlsli“i timpke ghzends pei-chxmcé n, tear
rot-herse,n
Or in return for k.l%m ness shown,e gave it.
. Don ofrdry.

My little maiden what's amiss; what have Y
soid to vex yon?
My jewels, what are Lhey, dear? Mark jew-
ol least of all;
A crowd of trooplpg thonghis sweep by : per-
haps some may perplex you;
Can 1t be I’ve risen now, yet only for g fall.

Isit tliae, Iwonder, whilstI have been vainly
askin
For yon%er distant satellite, that almost at
my fee
A n}’odekslt, behuwous flower has for long been

In the liéxt, of my poorlove, now: oh ! Alice,
tell me sweet.

For love begetteth love, and see, that other
dream is ended,
Aye, and those tell-tale b]usnes their own
s0ft confession make ;
Say that you will be mine, and my sad life
shall be amended:
My Mason’s Mark be still the same, and all
for your sweet sake.

—Emra Holmes, author of “Amabel Vaughan.

An Explanation of the Letter G.

Some years ago a flashily dress-
ed indvidual made his appearance
one evening in the reception room of
the Masoniec Temple in Boston, and
intimated his desire to visit the Liodge
then.in session. Ib so happened that
a well known Brother was sitting
near.the door, chatting with the Tyler
and keeping his weather eye open for
impostors, in accordance with a habit
he had acquired from many years’ ex-
perience im keeping watch over the
strong box of the Grand Lodge. He
greeted the new comer cordially, and
invited him to be seated until & com-
mittee ‘should come out and examine
him.

+0Oh!
Fm-all

it’s no matter about that,
right,” said the applicant,
sundry strange passes with
his hands and cnnousvcontormns of
his visage.

«Qh! yes,"” said Brother Mc, “T’ve
no -doubt of that, but I think they
.slways examine strangers who' desire
to visit the.Liodge. It's a'merd mat-
ter of form, you know.”

“Weil, I'm ready for’em,” said the

'vxsxtor-conﬁﬂently, :
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“Certsinly,” said the watchful Bro-
ther, ‘youre all right. I should
know that at a glance. By the way,
that's & very handsome breastpin you
have,” said he, examining with great
interest & huge gilt letter G, which
the visitor had conspicuously dis-
played on his shirt bosom.

«Ya-ag, that’s & Masonio pin,” re-
plied the wearer, puffing out his
breast.

¢Indeed ? LetterG? Well, now,
what does {.at mean 2’

¢ Tetter G! Why, that stands for
Gerusalem—a sorter headquarters for
us Masons, you know.”

The committee found their work
had been performed, and used the
letter G rather freely. They advised
the visitor ‘““to get up and git.”

Belief.

From whence do we derive our
knowledge of a God? Letany intelli-
gent Brother Mason answer that ques-
tion; such & God as an intelligent
man would be willing to bow down to
and worship, as he should do, as a
Magon good and true. 'Where do you,
a8 8 F. C., find any authority for ob-
servi~g the Sabbath, exzcept from
divine suthority in the G.L.? Where
do you obtain the fundamental dogmas
of the third derree, if not from the
inspiration ¢f Seripture? For, mark
ye, if mnot by imspiration that these
three principles are taught in the A.
E, F. C, ana M, M., then they are
not worth a tuppence, and it is the
most sublime tomfoolery for intelli-
gent men to be frittering away their
time in suck chilé's play! Drop the
inspiration of Scripture, and you
knock the soul vut of Masonry. Take,
in the place of Scriptare, a volume of
Shakespeare, and open at any play,
and let it remain on the altar asa
botter ewblem than the Bible withont
itg ingpiration.

But it is not for us to make this a
test question. We consider the test

all sufficient as it now is; and we also
consider any msn in this country as
very simple or very bad who, upon
examination of our ritual, and espe-
cially when he becomes a feacher or a
Master of a Liodge, and inculeates the
spiritualities of our ritual, and yet
deny inspiration. It is inconceivable
to us. 'We would as soon deny the
sun as being the source of all light as
to deny God as being the source of
the Bible. Then, again, every one of
those who have exposed this have
fallen into the egregious error of
charging our side of the question with
sectarian views. Now, where under
the moon do they find any sectarian-
ism in the question? Is the Bible not
the source of every shade of opinion
of the inyumerable sects? Does not
the Old Testament alone give several
sects among the Jews? Do not the
several books of the New Testament
form the ground-work of eyeAy Chris-
tian sect? Ave there not Uniterians
who deny Christ’s divinity, who be-
lieve in ingpiration? Where are the
various shades among them? The
Universalists of every branch all claim
the inspiration of Seripture, and can
any of them be offended by our views?
And now we answer as to the Jews,
and we speak by the book, having
brought this subject directly home to
them personally ; did not the prophets
all predict that a Saviour was to
come ? Yes; they universally declare.
Well, we only differ as to time.
Christians say he has come ; they say
he will come, and are daily looking
for him. Thereiore, as they certainly
claim the Hebrew Scriptaures to be
divina, they cannot object that we
believe them to be also. We simply
add the New Testament, and claim
for it the same place. We are not
offended at yom for your unbelief in
the New Testament ; do not be offend-
ed at us for our belief in both the old
and new. Let us all be liberal {o one
another, when we can.stand upon the
broad groand of a belief'in the same
Gad, Lord over us all, blessed for
evermore.— W, R. Singleton.,

Gkhe3
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Port Hope, December 15th, 1879.

The Canadian Oraftsman.

‘With this sumber we complete our
Thirteenth volume. For thirteen
years tho Crarrsman hes sailed on the
uncertain waters of Masonic journal-
ism; and although our bark has
escaped foundering, a fate which has
befallen many of our sister-ships with-
in the same period, yet we cannot say
that it has been a prosperous craise.
‘We think we can say, without fear of
gontradiction, that the Crarrsman is
built on an even keel, that she is

-gound, that she isin fact A. 1.; that

she is, moreover, (although we say it)
ably commanded and well manned;
and although we, as owners, have ful-
filled our part of the contract, many
of thoge who have chartered our ves-
gel have neglected to pay the charge
bargained for, and as a consequence
we have sometimes felt th> necessity
of leying her up.

When the Crarrsuany was trans-
ferred to us, ard we began its publi-
cation in June, 1877, we did so with
gome misgivings, knowing sornewhat,
from the experience of 6thers, of the
difficulties attending the management
and publication of a journal confined
to specialties, And yet we confidently
undertook the present enterprise, be-
lieving that, if we gave the Free-
masons of Canada a good readable
magazine, we would receive a gener-
ous support, and particularly as we
bad no competition for the patronage.
In some respects we have not been
disappointed, and our subscription list
has been largely increased, although
not to the extent that we reasonably
expected ; but wecomplain, and justly,
that so many of those who subscribed
for our magazine have nsglected, or
omitted, to send in their sabscrip-
xons.. i

Now, we are ready to make all
allowances for the delinquent : we are

ready to believe that mo dishonest
motive prompts to this omission, but,
that with the great majority, at all
events, of those who are in arrears
for their subscriptions, the ocause is
either defective memory, or the arga-
ment that the amount is s6 small
that the publisher will not be incon-
venienced by the delay of a year or
two. If either of these, brethren, be
the cause why over $8,000 of unpaid
subseriptions are standing upon our
books, we desire to impress upon you
the fact that although they may seem
good to you, we do not see it in the
same light., A man’s memory may
be bad, and he may forget some of
his obligations ; but when it is jogged
every month by the receipt of our
journal, he cannot, with any reason,
plead forgetfulness to pay his sab-
scription. And so, although the an-
nusal subscription is only one dollar
and fifty cents, if a thousand subseri-
bers think that the amount is so small
that the publisHer will suffer no
inconvenience by delay in remitting,
it will at once be seen that the pro-
prietor will, and does, suffer great
inconvenience by the practical adop-
tion of such reasoning.

We are in frequent receipt of letters
complimenting us upon the real worth
of the Crarrsman as & Masonie jour-
nal; and while we are thankful for
those unsought expressions of praise
andapproval,weare sensible of the fact
that thare is still room for improve-
ment. In that direction we.desire to
move, and will endeavor to do so,
when we find that prompt payment of
subseriptions will justify & larger out-
lay. Of the matter contained in the
CRAFTSMAN no one can complain ; we
believe that its contents will compare
favorably with any similar magazine.
And we here desire to express our
thanks to those occasional contribu-
tors to whom we are indebted for
many able articles on Freemasonry.
‘We trust that we may be still farther
favored by them. :

Once more, then, we appeal fo
those of our subscribers who afe in
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arrears to forward, at once, the amount
of their overdue subscriptions. We
do not ask it as & favor, but as a right
—=a8 & duty from man to man, from

a Brother Mason to one of the same

fraternity—ard we trust that our
appeal will not be in vain.
The large defaleation of onr former
General Agent, Peter Begg, has alsv
tended to diminish our receipts, and
make the publication of the Crarrsman
burdengome.
——t® e

For the CANADIAR CRAFTSXAN.]

Lodge Dues, and Suspension for Non-
Payment thereof.

BY R. W. BROTHER O1TO KLOTZ.

The question of dispensing with
“Lodge dues” appears to engage the
minds of some of the correspondents
of Tue Canapian OrarTsnaN, while
others consider *‘Suspension for non-
payraent of dues” an unfair, unjust,
and unmascnic punishment. The
arguments advancéd are in the muin
appeals to our sympathy rather than
to reason; sentimentalism forms a
very conspicuous part in the several
articles referred to, while logic is bat
rarely perceptible. Logio, however,
is one of the “seven liberal arts and
sciences’’ which, as Fellow-Craftsmen
we are required to cultivate, and
which, in order to arrive at a correot
conclusion whether or not a law
should be changed or repealed, must
guide our decision ; in such questions
sympathy should be held in suspense,
for wherever it predominates and
guides our decision, our judgment or
our conclusion, the same are invari-
ably faulty ; the supposed remedy will
prove to be worse than the disease it
+was intepded to cure.

Let us, therefore, calmly consider
these questions, ascertain whether a
cbange ig desirable, and if so, then

"let us find oud what that change
should be. The first question is,

SHOULD LODGE DUES BE ABOLISHED 2

Every Lodge regitires for its start a
furd to proours its dispensation, war-

rant, furniture, jewels, bouks, print-
ings, & plave for mee’fing, and after
the Lodge has been started it has an
annual outlay for rent, taxes, insur-
ance, fuel, light, priating, Grand
Lodge dues, and rumerous: other
stems as ordinary c4penses; to these
are added occasionally, expenses for
furerals, aid to transient brethren,
ausistance to needy local brethren,
widows and orphans, and other items,
which may be called extraordinary
expenses.

The income of & Lodge is derived
from two sources, namely, initiation
and joining fees, and monthly dues
paid by members.

The members of each Lodge have
to pay and bear the expenses of their
own Lodge, they have no claim for
money aid upon any person or body
outside of their Liodge.

This subject, therefore, is one of
finance exclusively, it deals with ex-
penditure and receipts, and must
necessarily be treated in a business-
like way. Provision must be made o
make both ends mest, and if possible
to have a little to spare for a char-
itable object ; all mere sympathetic
alk will not buy a pound of candles ;
funde must be raised fo meet cur
expenses of the Liodge.

A new Lodge generally calculates
to pay for the first outlay for warrant,
furniture and jewels, out of the initia-
tion fees, but gradually that source
of revenue ceases to flow, good mste-
rial becomes scarce, and initiations
become fow and far between. The
annual expenses.of a Lodge, however,
continue urabated ; many Lodges find
it difficult to meet the same without
receiving any initiation fees, and
merely out of the payments made for
monthly dues, and such Lodges ocoa-
sionally resort to the expedient of an
extra agsessment upon every member,

A Lofge is composéd of & number

| of men who voluntarily and of their

own fres will and accord have joined
themselves into s society under cer-
tain rules, which they know necessi-
tates a laige outlay in the start and a
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eonsiderable sum annually to keep
it up; they acknowledge that they
have no claim upon outside aid, but
that ds to experses they are confined
to themselves, and to those who may
siibsequently join them ; they all did
join and they all claim to meet upon
theprinciple of equality ; they all have
an équsl cleim upon their Lodge pro-
perty ; they are in that respect what
18 termed in law “joint tenants”; each
member has the same rights and
privileges as the other members in
visiting the Liodge,— -hearing aund see-
ing what is carried on therein, and
thus getting velue out of it ; the men-
tal food is served out to all alike, and
80 long as a member continues to per-
form his duties which he voluntarily
assumed and pledged himself to per-
form, go long is he entitled to those
rights and privileges. Thorefore,
upon that sound principle established
in Freemasonry, that “there is noright
without a pareallel duty,” it followsas a
Yogical conclusion that every member
of a Lodge should pay an equal share
of its expenses. For this purpose,
and upon that principle, the By-laws
of & Lodge provide that every mem-
ber shall pay a certain sum monthly,
and this is termed “monthly dues.”
They vary in different Liodges accord-
ing to the requirements of the same.
This mode of raising the funds ze-
quired for the expenses of the Lodge,
both ordinary and extraordinary, has
been considered the simplest and fair-
est, and has, therefore, been almost
universally adopted.

But while there cen he no doubt
that no Lodge can be started nor con-
tinued without considerable expenses,
and that the same must be borneand
paid by its members in some way or
another, there are certainly differ-

" ences of opinion as to the necessary
amount of such expenses. Iodges in
this respeot are something like indi-
viduals, oneperson considers a certain

article an annecessary luxury, while:

another person considers the same as
_.one of the necessaries of life; the ma-
- jorityof Lodges as well as the majority

—

of individuals, at the present time,
and iu this age of comfort, luxiry,
:efinement and extravagance, expend
8 pound where our forefathers got
along with & shilling. To attempt to
abolish the present system of expend-
iture will prove as thankless and as
fruitless a task as to attempt to ;.er-
suade the ladies to give up following
the fashions; we may restriot, we can-
not abolish them. ‘

It is no doubt true that we have
too many Lodges, that a large num-
ber of Lodges are not living but
merely existing; that probably ona-
half the number might be elosed, and
if they were closed and their mem-
bers were to join the remsining
Lodges, these would be in a healthiex
condition ; but this plan is not prae-
ticable, it eannot be carried out, and
it is therefore useless to discuss the
same at length ; moreover, even if it
were carried out, it would not do away
with Lodge expenses altogether; the
most it could do, it might reduce the
same to & amall extent, the balanea
would still have to be raised by its
menbers, either by an occasional
assessment or by fixed monthly dues.-

To denounce the principle of ex-
acting Liodge dues for the purposes
staed would be erroneons and illegal.
There may be an individaal brother
who cannot pay the same, but that
fact is no justification for denounecing
the priuciple.

Lodges have it in their power e
remit dues, and in a case where a
Brother cannot pay the sames, it is the
duty of the Lodge to exercise that
power ; if the Lodge does not, if on
the contrary it suspends such a Bro-
ther for non-payment of dues, & Bro-
ther who from want and need canno$
.pay, that Lodge is guilty of gross
unmasonic condact, for it viclates one
of the fundamental prineiples of our
fraternity, namely, Charity.

Having now established the facts =
1. That no Liodge can be started nez
condacted without expenses. 2. That
these expenses must be borne and
'paid by its members, 8. That each
. N P o

i
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member must pay an equal share of
these expenses, and 4. That the
simplest and fairest way to raise fands
for those expenses is by the collestion
of monthly dues. We next come to
enquire,

18 IT RIGHT TO IMPOSE ANY PENALTY UPON

THE NON-PAYMENT OF DUES ?

1t is & well-known maxim in law
that a statute which either requires or
forbids the performance of certain
aots, must, in order to render it effec-
tual, bave a penal clause whereby
those who violate that statute may
be punished;and it isupon that sound
pringiele that by the By-laws of the
Lodge a penalty is imposed upon
those members who either neglect or
ref-.se to pay their Liodge dues.

In regard to the kind, the nature, or
the severity of that penalty, the opin-
ions of the brethren may differ, and
they do differ ; just as the opinions of
the public differ in regaxd to the kind,
the nature, or the severity of the pen-
alties found upon our statute books;
thus, while sorme men consider & cer-
tain penalty arbitrary, exorbitant, or
even inhumane, others would have
the same still more stringent and
heavier ; and this brings us to the

_question of

SUSPENSION FOBR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

The question, “Is it right to suns.
pend a Brotker for non-payment of
dues ?" can, abstractly answered, be
only answered in the affirmative ; and
why onlyin the affirmative ? Because
his solemn pledge thet he would obey
the By-laws, and his signature to the
same a8 an acknowledgment to his
acquiesence in them, formed part of
the conditions upon which he was
admitted a member of the Liodge ; he,
therefore, has no rigkt to complain if
he is punished accordingly. As'a
member of the Lodge he is one of
those for whose benefit the expenses
of the Lodge are incurred, and he
must help to pay them; he cannot be
permitted to plead that because he
discontinued to attend the mestings
of the Lodge, he received mo value

for the Lodge dues which he is re-
quired to pay; the Conpstitution re-
quires him to attend, and if he does
not he acts contrary to what he pro-
mised to do, but this, unfortunately,
is one of those duties to which no
penalty is attached, and it therefore
proves to be a dead letter., Nor can
the plea be admitted that a Brother
should be exempt from the penalty of
suspensior for non-payment of dues,
on the ground that he has been a pay-
ing member for a number of years,
and only after that period got into
arrears. Such a Brotheris to some
extent in & similar positiou to & per-
son who, after having for a number of
years paid his preminms and assess-
ments in & mutual fire insurance
company, then neglects to renew,
is burnt out and would claim damages
for loss by fire on the plea that he
has paid many years insurance and
never drew any money from the som-
pany. The company would answer
him that the obligations were mutual,
that so long as he had paid up, he
had the company’s guarantee, which,
however, cersed at the time he ceased
to pay the premiums or assessinents.
The Lodge replies to the Brother re-
ferred to, that so long as he paid his
dues he not onlyenjoyed certain rights
and privileges, but had in addition
thereto certain guarantees of richts
and privileges in case he should fall
in need to make use of them; buf
gsince the duties of the Lodge and the
Craft in general and those of the Bro-
ther were of a reciprocal nature,—
were mutual, those of the Lodge and
of the Craft ceased so soon as the
Brother had ceased to perform his
duties towards the Lodge and the
Craft. If that Brother never needed
any pecuniary aid, so much more
fortunate for him, but if he will say,
he never got value for his monthly
contribution, he either shows that he
became & member of the Lodge for
mercenary purposes, and consequently
shounld never have been admitted, or
he shows that his mental faculties are
of a very low grade, or his indiffer-

AN} Y
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ence to all that is noble, sublime and
esthetic 8o great that he lias no idea
for, and therefore ocannot appreciate

‘the beauty of Freemasonry; and in

either ocase he made a mistake in
joining the Institution, and the breth-
ren who proposed and elected him
also mistook the man.

Granted, however, that a Brother
feels himself deceived in his expecta-
tions after he has for some time been
& member of a Liodge, he has at any
time the privilege to withdraw by
tendering his resignation, (as an offi-
oer of t. e Lodge only he cannot resign
daring his term of office); in fact it
would be a benefit to our Institution
if all malecontent and disappointed
members were to resign and with
draw from if, there would still be
plenty left, and the Lodges would
undoubtedly work better and mors
harmoniously than they now work
with such an element of indifference
and dissatisfaction. But such a Bro-
ther should not defer tendering Lis
resignation until his d&ues have
gone in arrears; he should not require
from the Lodge or the Craft at large
& continuation of guarantse of rights
and privile ycs, which at any time he
might fall in need of applying for,
but he should without delay resign
and sever those mutual obligations.

Having thus considered the ques-

‘$ion of right of swspension for non-

payment of dues abstractly, we now
come to that tender point, where the
law, if carried out to the letter, with-
out regard to particular circumstances,

‘would in certain cases operate harshly

and in some isolated cases aven in-

"humanely, and hence unmasonically.

In this respect, however, our law of

- suspension for non-payment of dues

does not stand alone. There is hardly
any penal clause upon our Statute
book of the land, which in some isol-
ated cases does not, if carried out to
to the letter, operate harshly, arbi-
trarily, or even unjustly. But while
the Court has no power to set aside
the penalty imposed by statute upon
any person convicted -of having vio-

'lated the same, no matter however

extenuating thq circumstanoces may
have been; nor while no Court can
withhold jadgment upon & debt clearly
proven, nor the officers of the law
abstain from the performance of their
duty by enforsing the execation, how-
ever poor, sickly, and in actual dis-
tress the defendant may he. We, as
Freemasons, have no such cast iron
bands encircling our .penal clauss,
which provides for the suspension of
non-payment of dues; we have the
pow ir at any time and at all times,
whenever we find it necessary or de-
sirable, to declare by resolution that
the dues of a Brother in arrears be
remitted, and thus obviate his sus-
pension. No Judge of any Court has
sach a power. But, although no one
couM successfully dispute the ezist-
ence of that power in any Lodge, yet
there are some Brethren who, from
an exceedingly high degree of sensi-
tiveness on behalf of those brethren
who through misfortune are rendered
unable to pay, see insurmountable
obstacles in the way in order to ob-
tain the passing of such a resolation
by the Lodge.

In reference to the amount of dues
in question,—~sabout four orsix dollars,
—they speak of it as if the same wero
sufficient to provide a family with
food, fuel and clothing, besides paying
that Brother's other debts; and re-
garding that poor Brother’s ponition,
they represent it as the most galling,
humilisting and degrading aot to ex-
pect of him to reveal to an intimate
friend, to & Brother Mason, the fact
that though willing, his depressed
circumstances do not allow him to
pay his dues. These volunteer spokes-
men for the poor Brother are. ever
ready to censure those who express
their views as regards the ability to
pay of defaulting brethren, and hold
that nobody can judge that subject
better than the defaulter himself.
But these censurers take it upon
themselves to judge that which no-
body can sse or estimate, namely,
the extont of another man's feelings
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.

or sentiments.

gon of iae non-payment of dues, we

would find that only alimited numter
of those brethren who are in arrear
deserve our sympathy, while the great

majority richly deserve the penalty.

fcoNoLusION NEXT MONTH.]

Masouiv Corresponfence.

Now, if we were to
enquire closely into the cause or rea. { full

the Order for which he has paid. in

Under England thers seems a lack
of consistency, for & Brother who has
been contributing for two years hag a
olaim on the fund of Benuvolence, so
at the end of that time he may take
his dimit, while if he continues to pay
for ten years he may be ousted with-
out any consideration on the eleventh
year. This is hardly a model for us
to copy from. The 5% payable, in

We do not hold ourselves responside for the opini
of our Corvespondents.

Non-Payment of Dues.

To the Fditer of THE CRAFTSMAN, ©

Sir,—The thanks of the Canadian
Craft are undoubtedly due to our

- illustrious Brother Hughan for the
- valgable information he has afforded
us regarding the practices of the Im-
perial Grand Lodges on the N. P. D,
question. Such information is well

worthy of our close attention at a
time when the subject is becoming
pressing for a solution in this country.

The practice of Ireland, that when
& Brother’s name is stricken off the

roll, he shall not be continued a mem-

ber of any other Lodge, and that the

Lodge violating this rule shall be

liable for his arrears, and pay same
- %o the Lodye of which the Brother
was formerly a member, as well as a
fine of $10 to Grand Lodge, is truly

- & valuable hint for us in Canada, and
if adopted by us would go far to miti-

gate the evils of dual membership,
which is & curse to many a Lodge

and Chapter.

The Scotch practice seems to me

to be equitable. It redaces the de-

fsulting member (because he fails to
pay for member’s privileges) to a vis-.

ttor in his own Lodge, without inflict-

ing & death penalty, and ne man,

could long endure such punishment
and continue visiting his Lodge.
the same time it seems to recognize
the fact that no man should be de-

At

prived of his rights as a member of

lieu of dues looks like interest.on pr-
rears owing, and this idea might with
advantage be considered by many of
our Lodges with the object of ingor-
porating such & provision in their
By-laws. It sgems a very strange
proceeding that when & Brother is
restored by payment of all dues up to
the time of restoration, the annual
contribntion which each Lodge,}aas
to pay Grand Lodge for each member
sson the roll” is tv be paid in’ a Inmp
sum. Grand Lodge certainly has no
just claim to.sny portion of ‘this
money, The delinquent’s member-
ship ceased from the time his name
was struck off till restoration, and
during this period e enjoyed no pro-
tection from Grand Lodge. yi'hy
should Grand Lodge claim for a Bro.
ther who was struck off the roll
and was for the time being dead to
all intents and purposes. I havg al-
ready commented on the impropriety
of Lodge dues accumulating during
saspension in the November Crarrs-
MAN. .

It certainly appears plainer and
plainer the more this non-payment
| of dues business is considered, that
Freemasonry as now praobice(i in.
some sections is as mercenary 88 &
Life Insurance Company, tho is
quite pleased to be quit of a policy-
holder who has been paying premi-
ums for years, but having extra .ed
al his spare funds, rudely throws
awsay the sucked orange. That’ thig
bar sinister may speedily be removed
from her escutcheon is earnestly
hoped for by

Acaora.
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‘ December.

To the Editor of TrE CrarTsyaN. ‘
Sir,—This is the month in which
the majority of our Lodges eiect their
officers, and is also the time in which
one clause of our Constitution is
openly, shamelessly and unreprovedly
violated. The olause referred to is
Art. 8, under the head *Of Members
and their daty,” and reads. thus, *“N¢
Brother shall presume tn rsini or
publish, or cause to be printed or
published, the procsedings of any
Lodge, or any part thereof, or the
names of the persons present at such
Lodge, without the direction of the
" Grand Master or the District Deputy
Grand Master, under pain .of being
expelled from tue Order.” The viola-
tion referred to is that the list of
“officers elect for the ensuing year is
forthwith published within 2 or 8
days in the secular press, without the
sanotion cf the authorities named in
~'tka Coustitution. It is obvious such
& course would be a violation of the
Constitution, eyen after installation
has taken place, unless permission was
first had, but it seems doubly wrong

. in view of the fact that before instal-
Iation can take place the brethren
must express themselves satisfied with

_ their_choics.  Consequéntly there is
. no immediate hutry for the ontside
world to be made acquainted with the
names of our officers until the matter
is sattled beyond & doubt. To such
an extent has this folly gone that
elections of Lindge officers have been
telegraphed as a news item from one
Canadian city to another just as soon.
a8 they ocourred. What can be the
motive of publishing such informa-
tion I am at a loss to imagine, unless
to gratify the childish vanity of the
“glect.” It may be that some of
these culpables will tell you that i4
was done in ignorance that it was a
violation of any presoribed rule. If
80, I ask, are men possessed of so
little information about the Constitu-
tion, fit and proper persons to entrust
with the ruling and destinies of a

| Lodge. Is it any wohder that the
Craft,

under such circumstandes,
should present the appearance of con-
fusion worse confounded ? Some of
the disgrace is no doubt attributable
tu the supineness of the D. D. G. M's,
who do not seem to have been equal
to the oceasion, their ¢ath of offics to
the contrary notwithstanding. (¢
may be that having an axe to grind
in the line of an eye to future office
holding, they have been unwilling to
risk their ephemeric popularity by
sternly putting the law in force dnd
punishing the offenders. It remains
to be seen if the present representa-

tives of the G. M. are any better than

their predecéssors, or will permit
matters to ¥oll dlong in their present
slipshod course. I trust, however, it
will only b8 necessary to draw attén-
tion to the subjeet to prevent. its re-
ourrence, or else let.the other course
be taken and the unpopular clause be
eliminated from the .Constitution, so
that these ambitious brethrxen may
enjoy without restraint their longed
for glory and their one .day's addi-
tional press notoriety. As many in-
terested transgressors will regard this
28 & growl it may be appropriate to
use as & signature the name of
CEexrEBUS.

Editorial Notes.

‘Wz learn from the London Free-
masonz that R. W. Rro. John Hervey,
for many years Gand Secretary of the
Uhnited Grand Lodge of England, is
about o retire from office, owing to
failing health. Bro. Hervey has, dar-
ing the term of his official career, en-
deared himself to every English Masen

‘by his matked kindoess and courtesy

to all who have had occasion to irans-
aot any business ; and it will be.--ex-
tremely difficult to find one to replace
hith, who will possess a larger or more
varied expériency, and a deoper know-
Tedge of the arcana of Masonic law and
oustom. ‘
Tae regular Quarterly Meeting of
the Grand Lodge of S4btialid ‘was
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held on the 6th ult., in Freemason’s
Hall,Edizburgh, the M.W. SirMichael
Shaw Stewart, Grand Master, on the
throne. The business was not of &
very important character. The Grand
Liodge of British Columbia was recog-
nised, “ but without prejudice to the
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland over any Lodge which may
chose to adbere.to her in that colory.”
. The financial condition of Grand
Lodge was reported to be satisfactory.
Sir Michael Shaw Stewart was unan-
imously re-elected Grand Master. He
nominated the Xarl of Mar and Kellie
and Colonel Campbell Substitute and
Deputy Grand Master respectively.
The following officers were unanimous-
ly elected: Senior Grand Warden,
Lord Inverurie ; Junior Grand Ward-
en, R. F. Shaw Stewart.

Ar g recent sale of books, &c., in
Toronto, W.Bro. J. Ross Robertson was
tke purchaser of & very old masonic
relic—the Masonic certificate of
Souter Johnny, of Burns' Tam
O’Shanter. It parports to have been
issued by St. James’ Ledge, Ayr, in
1790. There was considerable com-
petition, and Bro. Robertson became
the happy possessor for the sum of
$178.

At the last regular Communica-
tion of St. John's Lodge, Saint John,
N. B., M. W. Bro. Lester Peters, P.
G. M., and R. W. Bro. W. F. Bunt-
ing Grand Secretury, were elected
honorsery members of that Lodge.
This is the first time, we believe, that
8t. John's Lodge, which has been in
existence for 77 years, has conferred
& like honor on any member of the
Craft.

Ax Epiror's Appear.—The follow-
ing is the appeal of the editor of the
N. Y. Corner Stone to his delinguent
subscribers. The man who reads
that paper, and is indebted for two

or three years subscription, and does | Quobec........

not at once respond, we take it that

L dues for

ing will strike right home, that they
will ask themselves the question as
to how a newspaper can exist or an
editor live' without his patrons pay
up. Here is the appeal :

« Qur little family consists of five——
the infant, his brother the Junior, the
junior's sister, her mother and wes—
the three former now being prostrated
with pneumonia. Our neighboring
apothecary has drained our depleted
exchequer. We state this apologeti-
cally to the numerous debtors of the
C. 8., who have been expecting some
portion of this branch of our family
to call ugon them and collect small

‘subs” and “‘ads.” We can-
not do this. With the whole family
—and the nurse—very seriously ill,
and not knowing how ‘twill end—
Friends, Countrymen and Fellows, we
find it taxing us beyond the limit to
get up such a paper as of yore, and
on time. Time is money, true, but
we buy white v iper, ete., with the
latter. Will you bear with us? We
may die, but the Corner Stone, never 1"

Tae Annual Table of Masonic Sta-
tistics for all the Grand Liodges in
North Ameriea (fifty-four in number)
for the year ending May last, has
been published by Bro. Josiah H.
Drammond, Com. Mas. Cor. G. L. of
Maine. From this Table we take
the following items relating to the
Grand Lodges in the Dominion of
Canadsa, which we think will be in-
teresting and valusble for reference :
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Canads........ 1174181099, 450635, 4719, 528162
Manitoba .....| 524 35 10| 10' 0} 0] 41 1
N. Brunswick. 2317’ 160] 581100. 73] 24
Nova 8cotia. .| ¢ 213; 108}145, O 0" 177{ 37|68
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The following comparative figures

his heart is not in the right place. | show that there has been an anonal

We have many subscribers to the
Orarrsuan whom wo hope the follow-

——

|
|

falling off in the aggregate number of
members in the fifty-foar Grand
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Lodges in North America for the last
thres years, the decrease being just
abont the same as the preceding year:

2 g3 ¢ 7@ g
b £ o E g &
§;=; & §:§ & §§ &
3 b — . —
s R ® } @ g
e ] =R
Members.... .54 58,556 61 592,443 059
Raised... .53 21788 51  23.80 30,985
Admis’nsete..53 16,880 51 16,741 17,97
Dimissions...53 16,747 51 17,33{;(1} 1

Expulsions.. .51 574 48
Buspensions. .36 16 37
“npt.dues52 2,054 48
Deaths........ 584 7,108 o2 7,

Rejections....28 3,833 28 4,374
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Those which have increased ars the

.‘Grand Lodges of Alabama, Arkansas,

Culifornia, Canapa, Colorado, Dakota,
Indian Territory, Yows, Kansas, Man:
rroBa, Minnesota, Mississippi, Mis-
gouri, Nebraska, New Bronswics,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
Mexico, Oregon, Queskc, Rhode Is-
Jand, Texas, Utah, Washington, West
Virginia, and Wisconsin. Those which
have decreased are Connecticut, Dela-
ware, District of Columbia, Florida,
Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, Michigan, Ne-
vada, New York, North Carolina,
Nova Scorra, Ohio, Pennsylvanisa,
Prince Epwarp Istanp, South Caro-
lina, Tenneses, Vermont, and Vir-
ginia, The suspensions for nonpay-
ment of dues, it will be observed, have
increased about one thousand since
last year, and mnearly five thousand
since the year before. The suspen-
sions within the last ten years amount
to one kundred and fifty thousand,—a
matter surely for the most earnost
-consideration of every Grand Lodgs.

Tae Eightieth Angual Communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge of Ken-
$ucky, was held in the city of Louis-
ville, on the 21st and three following
daysof October. A motion toreduce
the mileage to four cents (each way),
and the per diem allowance to three
-dollars was adopted. A 1aove in the
right direction, brethren. The next
-step, we hope, will be to reduce both
allowances to nil, and then we shall
be ready to congratulate you upon

arriving at the true gosl. A commit.
tee reported ¢ that at least one half of
the Lodges represented last year in
the Grand Lodge, drew out of its
treasnry, in mileage and per diem to
their representatives, a sum largely in
excess of the amount they paid as dues
into it.  Tis strikes your committes as
radically wrong.”” We hope the strole
will F ve the effect of bringing about
& reform. M. W. Bro Rice, of Liouis-
iana,war elected Grand Master for the
ensuin ; yesr, and Rev. Bro. Hiram
Bass.tt, of Millersburg, Grand Secre-
tary.

Tree Grand Lodge of Ohio held its
Seventieth Annual Commuanication in
Cincinnatti, on the 21st, 22nd, and
28rd days of Ootober last. Nearly
500 Lodges were represented. A
motion, to declare non-intercourse
with the Grand Liodge of Scotland, for
its violation of the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, was, after &
lively discussion, laid over until next
Communication. The following are
officers for the present year : Reuben
C. Liemenon, Toledo, Grand Master ;
Charles C. Keifer, Urbana, Deputy
Grand Master; and John D. Cald-
well, Cincionati, Grand Secreiary.
The next Annual Communication will
be held in Columbus next October.

Wze learn from the Masonic Age
that ¢« Edward Moss, lately deceased,
left by begnest $100,000 to the Zet-
land Masonic Liodge, of Montreal,
Canada, for a beneficent fund.” This
is indeed news to us, and we hope it
may not be “too good to be true.”
Will some of the Montreal brethren
advise us ?

No Mason, if he is able to pay, will
ever permit his name to be stricken
from the roll for non-payment of dues,
thus severing his Masonic family con-
nection. Who does, is not & Mason in
its full sense. He ¢ wrongs * the Fra-
ternity, ¢* cheats ™ his co-laborers, and
““defrauds” the Liodge. Without varn-
ishing, the analysis of such a coven-
anted brother is a grade lelow the
miserable swindler.—Corner Stone,
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- Tre Masonic Ags is the title of a
new Masonic monthly, published in
Lonisville, Kentucky, and we beg to
acknowledge the first number from
the office of the publishers. It is
edited by Bro. Chase ; and in his an-
nouncement he states *that awe,
‘(ispeaking editorially) have a desire to

o something to elevate the standard
of Masonic liberation ; to strip Free-
masonry of its modern superfinities ;
to inculcate fidelity to the prineiples
of our ancient institution; to throw
light in its nature and character, and
to encourage the study of Masonry in
its science, its history, its philosophy,
its jurisprudence,”—The object, say
we, that every Masonicjournal should
have in view. The #Zasonic Age has
begun well, and, Bro. Chase, we shall
be happy to exchange with you.

Tree Quarterly Commaunication of
the United Grand Lodge of England
was held on the Srd inst. There was,
our exchanges state, ‘‘an immense
gathering of Grand Officers and other
brethren,—drawn together by the ex-
pectation of seeing & new Grand Sec-
retary appointed, and hearing some
lively discussions on the proposal of
the Board of General Purposss to
grant Bro. Hervey, the retiring Grand
Secretary, a pension of £600 a year.
To this proposition there appears to
have been a strong opposition ; and
after several amendments, and many
speeches, a resolution was carried to
grant Bro. Hervey & pension of £500
8 year, and a gratnity of £800. H.
R. H. the Prince of Wales was
again nominated for Grand Master,
with uvanimous approval.

Jurisprudence Department.

EDITED BY R. W. BRO. HENRY ROBERTSON,
P. D. D. G, M.

Our attenticn has been called fo a
case whioch came before the Grand
Lodge of Canada in 1868, and which
may be found on page 600 of the
printed proceedings of that year.

<

In the report of the Board.of Gen-
eral Purposes on Grievances and Ap-
peals, the following question was put
for adjndication, and the Board con-
sidered that it should be answered in
the affirmative :—

. Q.—"Has a D. D. G. M., during ap-un-
official visit to & Liodge in his District, power
to publicly admomssh or reprimand ths
W. M. in open Lodge; and threcten toiake
the gavel from him, without complaint to
him mads previously in his official capaaity
by any Lodge member?"

This decision indicated that & D.D.
G.M. may assumse his fanctions and
powers &s such, at any time, and that
he may exercise his official powers
without beihg clothed in his official
regalia. It also bears out our opirion
a8 previously expressed, that the ab-
senee of the regalia cannot take away
the powers of an officer nor deprive
him of the rights incidental {o the
office.

The Working Tools of a Freemason.—
The Level.

No. V.

BY BRO. G. F, JR.

We pointed out in our last article
the wondrons lesson of morelity
taught by the Square ; we shall now
briefly sketch that system of equality,
which is so strangely exemplified by
that little instrument, which the oper-
ative mason uses “to try levels and
prove horizontals,” and which e, as
speculative Freemasons, are taught
to symbolise as equality., Yes, the
Level is with the Craftsman the em-
blem of equality, & virtue without
which the whole fabric of our luostitu-
tion would totter, shuke, and erumble
to the dust.

It is this special system of equality,
as taught by the Level, which has
rendered the onward march of.the-
fraternity s> even and noiseless, Men
of all ranks, classes, oreeds, nation-
alities and color have identified them-
selves with the Order, and all have
felt that, in the L:odge-room, social
rank and status yield, when necessary,

1)
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""befote the exigonocies of the Craft. .In
" Englend, His Royal Highness, the

Prince of Wales, the heir apparent to
the Throne, with two of his Royal

" Brothers, and a host of the nobility

and landed gentry belong to our soci-

_ety, yet in English Liodge-rooms, the

professional man, the merchant, the
artisan and the laborer are to bs
found. In madsonry, therefors, in

" aristocratic England, the prinea and

artisan can meet in the Lio. o-room

" on the equality of the Level, which

would be utterly impossible and quite

" out of the regular course of things on

any other occasion.
Crowned heads rule the Craft in

" Prussia, Sweden and Italy. In the

Netherlands, the venerable Prince

_ William Frederick Charles has pre-

sided over the Grand Orient for sixty-
three years; in the neighboring Re-
public many of her greatest statesmen,

" orators and warriors have been iden-

tified with wus; whilst in our own
Dominion our master minds have

" been prond to wear ‘the Lambskin.

Yet, in all these countries, in fact,
wherever the Spotless Blue Flag of
Freemasonry is unfurled, men of all
olasses are received within onrportals,
snd thers before the altar of Freema-
sonry taught the God-given prineiple
that man, so long as he is true to
honor, upright in thought and noble
in deed, i3 the equal and peer of the
noblest in the realm; in 8 word, all
earnest workers in our hive are wel-
comed as brothers, and taught that in
the Mason’s Home the honest artisan
is as welcome as the prdudest prince
that ever paced in royal halls.

The equality of Masonry is based,

‘like its morality, upon the lessons

taught in the Book of the Law, as
expounded by the Great Exemplar of
our system in his parable relative to
the little children, and %is stern but
quiet rebuke to those who would have
stoned the woman for adultery. He
taught and practised the purest prin-
ciples of equality, preferring the soci-
ety of the lowly, honest fishermen, to
that of the learned and erndite sects of

the Pharisees and Sadduceen. So with
Freemasonry. Freemasonryhas never
protruded herself prominently, hut
steadily pursued an even course, néver
attempting to proselytise or convert,
but simply to perform its mission—
its holy mission,—which is to make
man more honc- -ble, proteoct womarin
her trials and troubles, and bring the
race, through a purer and holier
course of life, nearer to the foof-stool
of its Creator.

Such being & part of the mission of
the Craft, it is absolutely necessary
that every member of the Brother-
hood should be received on an equal-
ity. Then the social position should
be ignored and rank and afflu-
enca should be forgotten, as soon as
the Brother crosses the threshold of
the Liodge-room. It wouldbe impos-
sible to carry on the great objects of
the Fraternity, if social clignes pre-
vailed in our halls, and rank and
wealth laughed at lowly lifs and
poverty. Prince and peasant there
are brethren, peer and laborer there
are equal. Before the altar of the
King of Xings and Prince of Princes,.
all, hand clasped in hand, and with
bowed heads and fervent hearts offer
up their prayer of praise and obla-

{ tion to the Supreme Grand Mubter

of the Universe, in sweet incense of
the humble equality of the creature
before the wondrous superiority and
magnitude of the Creator.

Such is the equality tanght by the
Level, and it is little cause for won-
der that Freemascnry occupies ' the
prond position. it does to-day, when
we contemplate the vast treasures of
the art that lie hidden under the mys-
terions symbolism of the simplest
working tocls of the humble mechanic
or hard-working artisan. We have
already noticed five grand lesspns,
each lesson pregnant with & th~r <aud
others, all of which teach the mind
to contemplate and lead it to, siudy
and comprehend the miserable, yetty
finiteness of the intellect of man when
compared with the incomprehensible
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understanding of the essence of the
Finite.

Every Jesson then, symbolised in
Freemasonry by an instrument of
architecture, is a soience of itself and
will lead to the one source end centre
- of all true science—a lmowledgs of our-
gelf and a study of the Creator. The
Level, teaching equality, points this
out by showing that men is of him-
self a cypher, that all must bow be-
fore T. G. A. 0. T. U,, and that
Masons should view themselves as
brethren of one great family, with
Him a3 their father, guide and men-
for in every action of their lives.

—_—————————

“Our Anchorage.”

Such is the heading of an article by
C. Moore, in the November Crarrs-
uax, taken from the Voice of Masonry,
to the narrow-guage of which I most
distinetly object. According to the

doctrine there laid down, Masonry is.

only open to those who accept the Hely
Bible. I don't know what the writer
means by the Holy Bible or Holy
Scriptures, but what I understand by
it is the book that comprises the Old
and New Testaments. If this new
doctrine is to be the law of Masonry,
what are we to do with the Jews, from
whose ancestors we derived our Ma-
sonic information ? They don't at-
cept the New Testament, yet Free-
masonry gladly ranks them among her
sons. It seems to me the blunder
began some forty yearsago, when the
brother was required in the ante-room
to express his opinion about the Bible,
The ancient charges declare, * Let a
man’s religion or mode of worship be
what it may, he is not excluded from
the Order, provided hs believe in the
glorious Architect of Heaven and
earth, and practice the sacred duties
of morality.” It seems to me this is
just what we might have expected
from an organization that came to us
from the Jews—the belief in one God,
and one God only. I would like to
be shown the warrant to demand of

any neophyte his ideas of the Bible.
This comes from considering Masonry
to be a religion instead of & system of
morality. The questions that I ehould
put to the candidate in the ante-room,
are: Do you believe in the existence

.of a Suprme Being ? Do you believe

that that Supreme Being has revealed
His Will fo man ? Do you believe
that that Supreme Being will reward
virtne and punish vice ? If memory
serves me truly, we are told our An-
cient Brethren were cautioned o
practice the religion of the country
they were passing through, but after-
wards that religion was enjoined, in
which all men agree. Then, again, I
would ask, Is the Bible referred to to
be thet Dousy Version or the King
James Edition? The Roman Catho-
lic does not regard tha latter as the
Bible, no matter what Protestants
may think of the former. I have yet
to learn that Britain and the United
States are the only portions of the
world where Masonry exists. In both
countries Masonry 18 essentially the
same, the latter having derived it of
the former country. Now, as I under-
stand it, 1t is the obligation that makes
a man & Mason, and entitles him to
be intrusted and to participate in our
inysteries. How, then, is & man to
be obligated who does not believe in
the Bible ?¢ Daily in the courts of
Lower Canada we see the Bible sup-
plemented by a crucifix for the benefit
of our Roman Catholic friends, in
order that their consciences may be
bound. As I understand it, the reason
that intercourse was cut off with the
Grand Orient of France by other
Grand Bbodies, was not because she
eliminated the Bible from her laws,
but because she declared that it was
not essential to Freemasonry to be-
lieve in the G. A. O. T. U. An athe-
igt 13 ineligible for Masonry, becaunse
ke can not be bound by an oath ; but
every man who does not heed the
Bible is not an atheist. No doubt no
Grand Liodge, either in Britain or the
United States, would charter a Liodge
who would substitute the Alcoran for

:

.
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the Bible, because both countries are
professedly Christian.

Now, I would ask our worthy broth-
er what he would do in case a Ma-
homedan should present himself as a
visitor at the door of his Lodge and
prove himself & bright Mason? Would
he refuse him admittance because he
had been obligated on the Koran
—+the only way in which he could be
bound ? I believe we are taught that
Masonry originally came from the
East. It is, then, impossible that
there ex sted one or more Lodges in
the eastern couatries of an older date
than any we know of, either in Eng-
land or the States. I take it that one
of the essentials of initiation being
equality of obligation, each man must
be obligated according to the require-
ments of the religion he professes.
Much as we value our * great light
as Christians, much as we may vener-
ate our illustrious brother, let us not

.seek to circumsoribe the genial in-

fluence of Freemasonry by any such
narrow limits ; let us remember that
the genius of our Order may mortify
even the bloody minded Mahomedan,
and may give us & meansof approach-
ing these benighted ones that we
might otherwise not possess, and pave
the way for the entering in of the
pure light of the Bible. So mote it be.
CosMoPOLITE.

—_———————

Canadian Masonic News.

Kinasron.—At the election of offi-
cers of Cutaraqui Lodge, in this city,
on the 10th instant, R. W. Bro. Hen-
dry was, after an absence of ten years
from the chair, recalled to it, by an
unaniwnous vote. His skill in the
position for six consecutive years will
again be exercised with marked ad-
vantage to the Liodge.

Kinesron.—Bro. George Arnold, of

Cataragui Lodge, was called from.

labor on the 2ad instant, and was
buried with Masonic honors on the
&th.  Our deceased Brother was mili-
tary storekeeper at the dock yard,

and had been for some years a mem-
ber of Cataraqui Lodge.

Osaawa.—Bro. James Black, who
until recently resided in this town;
died at Aiken, South Carolina, from
whence hisremains were brought, and
on Tuesday, the 2nd instant, the
body was interred with Masonioc hon-
ors. The procession was headed by the
Bowmanville Organ Company’s Band,
and the funeral was largely attended
by members of the Fraternity.

CowansvirLe, P. Q.—The faneral
of Bro. Percival Cowan, which took
place on the 17th inst., 'was one of the
largest that has been seen in that
village. The deceased was s member
of Corner Stone Liodge, No. 87, Q.R.;
aud the following preamble and re-
solutions unanimously adopted st an
emergent meeting of the Lodge, tes-
tify to the high esteem in which he
was held by his brethren :

‘Whereas the Great Architect of the
Universe, in the ordering of His Pro-
vidence, has seen fit (0 remove from
this earthly scene our esteemed Bro-
ther, Percival Lowe Cowan, we,
while humbly bowing to the Divine
‘Wisdom, desire to give expression to
our s2nse of the loss sustained by the
fraternity of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, and more especially by this
Corner Stone Lodge, in the early re-
moval of our said Brother, as well as
to record our high appreciation of his
many excellent qualities ; and whereas
we deeply sympathise with the friends
and relatives of our deceased Brother
in their present bereavment, there-
fore be it

Resorvep, That this Corner Stone
Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons respectfully tenders this ex-
pression of condolence to Brother
Peter Cowan, and to the other rela-
tives of the deceased, and prays that
the Most High God and Father of all
may be with them, to comfort them
in their sorrow.

Oueuer.—The Masonic Hall in thig
village was dedicated to the purpoees
of Freemasonry on the 8rd insiant,
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R. W. Bro. Dartnell, D. D. G. M.
-Ontario District, condueting the cers-
monies;. In the evening & conocert
was given under the auspices of Lorne
Liddge, which was largely attended,
many visitors from Lindsay and else-
where being present. R. W. Bro.
Dartnell acted as Chairman, and
opened the proceedings with an able
and interesting address on the prin-
ciples. of Freemasonry. The pro-
gramme was & good one, was well
rendered, and the concert was & grand
success.

At the Regular Convocation of
King Solomon'sLodge, R. A. Chapter
No.8, G. R. C., Toronto, held on the
15th inst., the following officers were
elected for the eunsuing year, viz,
Z., Ex. Comp. John R. Robertson ;
H., Ex. Comp. John McKee, re-elect-
ed; J., Comp. Alex Patterson; 5. E.,
Comp. A. R. Rickes; 8. N., Comp.
B. S. Beonard ; Treas., R. Ex.Comp.
Thomas Sargant ; P. 8., Comp. John
Patten ; Janitor., Comp. J. Linton.

At the Regular Convocation of
Orient R. A. Chapter No.79. G. R.
C. Torountn, held on 19th inst., the
following offisers were duly elected for
the ensuing year, viz, Z., Ex. Comp.
F. Gallan ; H., Comp. D. I. Watt ;
d., Comp. John Kerr Bryden ; S. B.,
Comp. H. F. Quelch ; N., Comp.
Lawrence Gibbs ; P.S., Ex. Comp.
Arthur Phipps; Jagitor., Comp. J.
Bedley.

Trae following are the officers of
Pentalpha Chapter, No. 28, under
the Grand Register of Canada, held
at Oshawa, and installed by R. Ex.
Comp. C. Doebler, on 14th Nov.
1879 : First Principal Z., Ex. Comp.
P. L. Taylor; Second Principal H.,
Ex. Comp., H. B. F. 0'Dell; Third
Principel J., Ex. Comp. A. Fother-
gill ; Treaeurer, Comp. G. Annoud ;
8. E., Comp, W. Connant; 8. N.,
Comp. B. McLaw ; Prin. Soj., Comp.
J. BRay; B. 8., Comp. R. Dillon; J.8.,
Comp. W. Schipmann; Masters of
Vails, Comps. W. Warren, C. N.
Vars, and H. Matthews; Janitor,
«Comp. H. Kirby.

At the Regular Convcoation of St.
Andrewsand 8t. John's R, A. Chapter
No. 4, G. R. C., Toronto, held on tha
21st inst., the following officers were
duly elected for the ensuing yesr, viz,
Z., Ex. Comp. N, Boddy ; H., Ex.
Comp. G. Hodgetts ; J., Comp. Wm.
Simpson ; S. E., Comp. Donald Sun-
dan ; 8. N,, Comp. John Neill; P. 8.,
Comp. George Darby ; Janitor., Comp
John. Linton.

At the Reguler Qonvasation of Qe-
cident R. A, Chapter No. 77, G. R.C,,
Toronto, held on the 22nd inst., the
following officers were duly elested
for the ensuing year, viz, Z., R. Ex.
Comp. James Wilson, re-elected; H.,
Ex. Comp. Wm, Walker ; J., Comp.
R. Dinnis; S. E., Comp. Robert
Charlton ; 8. N., Cr-ap. John Linton;
P. 8., Comp. John Mansfield ; Janitor,
Comp.1d. B. Hall.

MontreAL.—Ab the regular com-
munication of Zetland Liodge, A, ¥.
and A. M., No. 12, G. L. Q., held in
the British- Masonic Chambers, No.
359 Notre Dame street, on Thursday
evening, the 11th instant, the follow.
ing officers were elected to serve for
the ensuing year : W. M., P. A. Cros-
by; S. W., J. McB. Taylor; J. W.,
John Quinn ; Treas., V. W. Bro. Puf-
ney, (re elested); Sec., Bro. Robert
Miller, (re-elested) ; Chap., Bro. John
Lutz ; Tyler, Bro. W. Renshaw. After
closing of Liodge, the brethren ad-
journed to the Terrapin, where a
sumptuous repast was provided for
them under the able superintendence
of mine host, W. Bro. Dunne. The
cloth being removed, the usual loyal
and patrictic toasts of the Queen and
the Craft, &e., &c., were proposed and
honored. The health of $he Grand
Lodge of Quebec was responded to by
Rt. W. Bro. LeMesurier and V. W.
Bro. Glass, Sister Liodges by Rt. W.
Bros. Milton and MacLean, and ‘W.
Bro. Earle. After passing a very en-
joyable evening, the brethren closed
with the J.W's Itlc;asb—-—H&ppy 20 mest,
sorry to part, happy to meet agaj
'We extend our congratulations f;of::r:.r
ald chum, the newly installed W.M.

g Zooe S
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Porr Eremw.—Port Elgin Lodge,
No. 850, G.R.C., is in such a prosper-
ous condition, that they have found it
necessary to secure larger and better
accommodation. This has lately been
done, and the Lodge is now in ocou-
pation of a more commodious Hall.

Tae following are the officers of
Merrvickville Liodge, No. 55, G. R. C.
—W. Bro. Hugh McGuril, W. M.;
W. Bro. R. W. Watchorn, S. W.;
Bro. Wm. H. McCrea, J. W.; Bro.
R. Soper, Sec'y; Bro. 8. H. Bower,
Treas., Bro. H. Baker, Chaplain;
Bro. John Finley, Tyler.

Haxinron.— We have to record this
month the death of an old citizen of
Hamilton, who was well known, and
universally respected 1mn that city,—
John W. Baine. The deceased was
also an old Mason, being & member of
St. John’s Liodge, which he joined in
March, 1858, and shortly after its for-
mation. In 1854, he was elected to
the office of W.M., and at the time of
his death he was, with onas exception,
the oldest member of the Lodge. Our
decensed Brother came to Canada in
the year 1847, and seftled inHamil~
ton, where he for some years filled a
responsible position in the establish-
ment of Buchanan, Harris & Co. He
subsequently commenced business for
himself in the hardware line, in which
business he was engaged when he was
called from labor. The funeral, which
was conducted with Masonic ocere-

.monies, was largely attended by the

brethren in the city.

At the Regular Meeting of Reho-
boam Lodge A. F. and A. M., No. 65,
G. R. C. held in the Masonic Hall,
Toronto, on 4th inst., the following
officers were duly installed by R. W.,
Bro. Thomas Sargant, D. D. G. M.
Toronto District, assisted by V.
W. Bro. J. B, Nixon, viz,—I. P.M.,
W. Bro. R. Dinnis ; W, M., W. Bro.
Frencis Gallow ; 8. W., Bro. A, W.
Carkuk ; J.'W., Bro. R. L. Patterson;
Chaplain, V. W, Bro. Wm. Bryden;
Treasurer, V. W. Bro. J. B. Nizon ;

 Becretary, Bro. Andrew Park ; 8. D.,

Bro. F. J. Dudley; J. D., Bro. John
Keorr Bryden ; D. of C,, Bro. D. H.
Watt ; 8. 8., Bro., Jobn Charters ;
J. 8., Bro. Alex. Hawly; V. W., Bro.
Wm. Bryden, Benevolent Board ;
Hall Trustees., W. Bro. G. C. Patter-
gon and W. Bro. R. Dinnis ; I. G.,
Bro. S. N. Quigley ; Tyler, Bro. John
Linton. On the conclasion of the
Installation, W. Bro. Francis Gallow
on behalf of the Livdge presented W.
Bro. R. Dinnis, a Past Master’'s Jewel
on retiring from the Chair of W. M.,
as 8 mark of esteem to which W. Bro.
R. Dennis made a suitable reply.
The Brethern adjourned to the Re-
freshment Room, where the usaail
Toasts were duly proposed and re-
sponded to in an appropriate manner.
The W. M. Officers and Brathern of
Ionic Lodge, No. 25, G. R. C., made
an official visit to Rehoboam Lodge,
and congratulated it on the officers
that have been duly installed. The
Brethern soparated after having
had a pleasant and profitable meet-
ing.

KinesTon.—A#b the annnal meeting
of Cataraqui Lodge, beld on the 11th
inst., the following officers were elect-
ed for the ensuing year :—

R. W. Bro. R. Hendry, Jr., W.M.

W. ¢« J. K Oliver, M.D., P.M.
« E.J.Boyden, S.W.
“ W Waddington, J. W.

W, ¢ John Qallaher, Chaplain.
¢  James Shannon, Treasurer.
¢ Daniel Callaghan, Seoretary.
«  E. Ball, Tyler.

A Committee was appointed to meet
with Corzmittees from Ancient St.
John and Minden Liodges, to arrange
for a joint dinner on St. John's Day.

The following resolution was car-
ried unanimously:

Resolved, That while bowing in humble
submiission te the will of the Great Archi-
tect of the Universs, who hath in His All-
wise Providence removed from our midst
to the Grand Xodge above our Brother
George J. Tandy, we desire to record in the
archives of our Lodge, and to convey to his
relatives, our sppreciation of his many
virtues as s man and as a Mason ; our xe-
spect for his raemory and our sincere sym-

athy with those ncorest and dearest fo
gim in their great bereavment. Tha$ our
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Lodge-tooin be draped in mourning for the
space of .one month as-a last tribute: of af-
fection to a brother whose loss we so much
deplore. That the Seorstary he instructed
to send ¢ Mrs, Tandy a copy of this resos
lution.

A similar resolntion was passed re-
forring to.the late Brother George
Arnold, who died recently.

At the regular Convocation of York
R. A. Chapter, No. 62, G.R. C., held
at York Masonic Hall, Eglinton, on
Thursday eveping, December 4th, the
following companions were elepted as
officers for the ensuing year: =
Z., V. Ex. Comp, Jno. Fisher; 1. P.
.. 2., Bx. Comp, Wm. Norris ; H., Ex.

Comp, W. D. Norris; J., Comp.
8. I, Hambsrstona ; Treasuyer.,-V.
Bx.: Comp. Arthur L. Willson, M. A ;
Sor. B., Ex. Comp. Jzs, B.. Hopkins,.
Bor. N., Ex. Conip: Jos, Fiancis ; P.
8.,.Ex. Comp. Jno. Burke;'"Ba.f.,
‘Bz, Comp. Jno. Shepard ; J. 8., Exiy
Comp. Jno. MeCar-er ; M of-C., Ex.
Comp. Jno. McConnell, M. B; M of
1st. V., Comp. Chkas. Maomunn,
M. of 2nd V., Comp. David Dun-
oan; M of 8rd V., Comp. W, U.
Lubbock ; Stan. B., ‘Consp." Jas.
McClinchey ; Stewards. Comps. Joel
Reaman and J. N. Garrod ; Janitor.,
Comp. W. W. Edwards. We are

in what might be called a flow- |}

ishing condition. Qur roll con-
tains the names of M, E. Comp. D.
Spry, Gr. Z; R. Ez. Comp, J. B.
Nixon., Gr. Snp. Tor. Dis; R. E.
.Comp. Thos. S8argant, P. &. Sup. Tor.
Dis., &¢. We intend giving & public
. enterteinment-early this winter,

Coorsmre, P. Q-—A mnew ILiodge
has recently been formed in this vil-
lage, and undér the most favorable
auspices, and is registered as Hriend-
ship Lodge, No. 64, Q. R. On the

- 12th instant the Liodge was. consti-
tuted by M. W, Bro. Giaham, G. M.,
and the Hall was ab the same time
dedi¢ated. . The M. W. the Grand
Master was assisted in this ceremony,
ad-also in -installing -the officers. by
R.W. Bro. Keyes; D, D, G M. 8t,

‘2. D.D. G. M., R. W. Bro. Simpson;
Past G. 8. W., and .several Past
Mastersfrom Sherbrooke, Lionnoxville,,
‘Richmond, &o. After  the duties at.
the Liodge had been parvformed, the-
brethren sut down to dinner, pro.
vided by R. W. Bro. Simpson. The
usual Masonic .toasts worg given and:
duly responded- to, the.toast of the
Grand Master of the Grand Tiodgs-of
Quebe¢ heing received with great
enthusiasm. This new Lodge,. we
understand, begins nnder ‘the most.
favorable auspices-; nine-applications.
for admission having been réseiveéd at.
the first communieation. ’

At the Regalar Oommunioation of
Tonic Lodge, ‘A. F. and A. M, No. 25,
G, R.’0.held in the Masonio Hall,
Toronto, the following officers were
‘quly installed by R. W. Bro. R. P.
Stephéns, P.;D..-D. G. M., for the en-
suing year, viz,—W, M., W.:Bro. A.
‘F. McLean ; I. P. M., W. Bro. A, J..
Risbertson ; 8. W., Bro. C. W. Postle-
waite ; §.-W., Bro. A, G.31; Spragge;.
Treas., BPro. 8. W. Farrell ; Seoretary,
Bro: W. Noaf ; 8. D., Bro. J.- N..
Noaf; J. D., Bro. C.‘A. Brough;
8. 8,, Bro. Fred Manley ; J.'S:, Bro.
V. Sundry ; D'of-0.,’ Bro. J. A. De:
Lis Hooke ; A. G., Bro. 8. A. Roberts;:
1. G.,Bro. 8. B. Bonnér ; Tyler.,
ro. John Linton ; Committes. of
General Puarposes, W. Bros.” J. 4.
Terpls, I.' G." Robinson and A, 7.
‘Robeitson; Benevolent Board, R.
W. Bros. R. P. Stephens and- A.
N. Boswell. TheW. M., Officérg-and
‘Brethren of Rehobouin Tiwdge made
an -official visit among whom wo: ob-
served W. Bro. Francis Gallow, W.
M., V. W. Bro. J. B..Nixon, W. Bio.
'R. Dinnis, Brothers A. W. Oarkak,
L R. L. Pattérson, Alex. Hawley, Ana-
 row :Park, and John' K. Brydon.
« Aftéx the installation of  officers, .the
Brothren adjonrned: ta’the Refresh:

men} - Room,  where & ! ple_&sa‘.n%
and profilable evening was spently
.M. 'W. Bro. J.K, Kerr. was presénk
on this ocogiion, ‘and replied; -t the
-tonst of thé'Gradd Master and Grand

Francis District, R. W. Bro. Addie,

Lodge in hig usual able manner..



