S —

7 '
. &M;,,

HISTORY///‘/},t‘;Y‘

OF THE

RISE AND PROGRESS

OF THER

N v 1/, POWER

ENGLANI‘

TNTRRSPERSED WITR VARIOUS
4

IMPORTANT NOTICES,
» 4 »
‘IIATIV. TO THE ‘

FREWUHﬂMMRLME

TO WHICH AR ADDI.

OBSERVATIONS

On the PRINCIPAL ARTICLES of the

NAVIGATION ACT.

Hluftrated by a variety of

INTERESTING NOTES.

TRANSLATED FROM AN ORIGINAL WORK IN FRENCH,
By THOMAS EVANSON’!WH{T

——

lw() NDON:
Printed by ¥. S. Barr, Brydges-Street, Covent-Garden, f:
J. . JORDAN, NO. 19, LUDGATE-HILL,
MDCCCII.

3

-



3
.
"
-
)
v .
;‘ | )
' <
~ \
.
«
Y
4\
S ” '
e
Y 75 ,
¢ /£
’

- Ll T



G

~

e ————————— e e AP o —— = —

’

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS
' ‘IY

THE TRANSL'ATOR.

THE Naval power of England being g con-
fideration of fuch vital importance, any%hing
connefted with the fubje&t muft naturally prove
interefting to the majority of Britifh readers, and
more efpecially to thofe who incline to political
{peculation. |

On perufing the original work, the, Tranf- -
lator was fully impreffed with this confidera-

tion; and at the fame time forcibly aware that with
the philofophical reader, the doéirine, that # is
ofien ferviceable to know what our adverfan:es Say
of us; always has its due weight. This ope-
rated as an additional inducement with him to
offer the work to the public, in the form ofa

flation, andin that view heehas clofely adhered fo

\

the original, both in the text and in the notess

They are given purely as a Tranflation; and not -

only as fuch, but fecling, (as the inithitable STerNE
- oblerves)



INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS

‘\obferves) that ¢ Tones and manners have a mean-

ing,” the work is, under thofe impreflions, prefent-
ed to the reader, as ncarly ¢ comparative idiom
would allow, in its originafﬂylc.

Thework itfelf, which commences with theearli-
elt dawn of authentic recqpd, and comes down to
the interefting cra of the American war, isin fome
parts a condenfed memoir, and in others a vciy ge-
neral outline of its fubjeét. With refpett to the
important confideration of Authenticity, the
marks of itappear in almoft every page, refer-
. ences being given for every tatement,. which per-
haps might otherwifeappear queltionablein that re-
* fpeét, to Englith and French writers, chiefly hﬁ-
rians of, eftablifhed reputation. The author
fecmsto be, at lealt in principle, a Frenchman, but
attached to the ancient r¢gime, manifefts no fmall
fhare of ability throughout his performance, andin
his political refleftions, difplays not only fome ori-
ginal thought; but, occafionally, firong marks of

tcnanccof a Marmc, iedlly fpoken of

~ A A e
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BY THE TRANSLATOR,

when compar'axivc allufions are made to thofc en.
joyed by England. That national propenfity to
egotifm.is frequently apparent, and indeed much of
that language which the generality of French politi-
cal writers held with regard to Great Britain, in
thofe refpetts, will be found in the following pages.

" At the fame time, the Tranllator feels it jult to ob-

ferve, that a degree of candour is manifelted by the
writer, ip fome parts of the work, by his rendering

" due praife to the perfeverance and affiduity of the

Englifh in every thing which refpetts their favou-
ritc element, and to thefe, he feems chicfly to
attribute their Maritime preponderance. While
adverting to thefe confiderations, it perhaps may
not be improper to remark, that the Author, though
s like a genuine Frenchman of the Old
School, ichincludes the idea of a pure Royal-
ift,) and fomuch fo, that the Tranflator feltit proper
to omiit fome of his animadverfions, upon one of
the moft important.eventsin the Hiltory of Great
Britain, the Conflitutional Revolution* of 1668,
yet he appears neverthelels to feel for freedom,
and in fome points of view, tobe the advocate for
National independance.

‘To expatiate upon thc xmportancc of a Nawy to

\ . : . lhcfc

* A Revolution, proceeding entu-cly upon Con’hlumnd ‘

principles, and effected by Conflitutioaal means,
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‘thefe Iflands, now happily united under the fame
legiflative, aswell as executive government, would,
elpecially at fuch a periad as the prefent, be obvi-
oufly fuperfluous; the Tranflator therefore pro-
ceeds to remark, that the manner in which the writer
treats of the Naval power of Eegland, abftratted
from the narrative part, is one ‘intereft-
ing points of view in which the folldwmg work
can be confidered.  However he feels it incumbent
on him to obferve, that the refle@ions alluded to,
fuppofing them to be prefeétly juft, and even
admitting the affertions with refpe@ to the alleged
{uperior advantages enjoyed by France for the
creation and fupport of a marine, to be' true
in their fulleR extent; yet fuch confiderations
fhould, inftead of tending in the leaft to damp
the national fpirit of Britons, or to crc'até defpon-
dency in regard to any thing that concerns their
peculiar element,. flimulate them to fill greater ex-
ertions, and to a perfyverance in that line of con-
du@, which has not only infured their indifputable
maritime. preponderance; but advanced them to
that plenitude of commerical aggrandizement, and
N ationgl profperity, which they have for feveral
years, bevond all competition enjoyed, and which,
even the unavoidable calamities of a protratted
war, of a war! beyond all precedent {anguinary
and expenfive, have not fenfbly diminifhed.
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BY THE TRANSLATOR,

He trufts that no confideration will ever induce.
his countrymen to relax their efforts in whatever )
regatds their marine, or in the prefervation of that
Parrapium of THEIR NATIONAL INDEPENDANCE,
without whofe tutelary aid they muft foon fink into
a ftaw¥, which, whatever fpecious appellation may
be beltowed upon it, they would foon fatally ex-
perience to be that of provincial fubjugation!
With refpeét to the narrative part of the follow-
ing work, the Tranflator has to obferve that, in a
number of inftances, he found it necellary to fub-
join various notes, cither compiled, original, ot
- extrafted. Firft, on the difcovery of {gme cafual
crrorsand inaccuracies, which, though perhaps not
~ wholly inexcufible ina French narrator of Britifk
" events, required correftion, and in thefe inftances
the error was generally redtified through the medi-
um of a note. Secondly, tiiough the work comains
a fund of ufeful information ‘relative to its main
fubje&, the Naval Power of Great Britain; yet
in confequence of the very limited fcale on which
it is given, \etails fufficiently circumftantial for
fuch Readers as may be unacquainted with the
Naval hiftory of their country, could notbeexpett-
ed ; the Franflator fupplied the deficiencies by ade-
quate notes. ‘Thirdly, when any great event, or
remarkable circumftance in the Naval records of
Great Britain, was adverted to by the French wri-
ter, and which, on account of its fignal brilliancy,
or
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or, in other - points of view, the genuine luftre it
refleéled on the national chara€ter, merited; in the
eltimation of the Tranflator, publicity on every™
poflible occafion é the latter, without reference to
the ¢xtent, but merely with a view to the manner
in which the former defcribed it came forward,
and thfough the medium of a note, eithey carefully
compiled from the moft rcfpc&ibfcaut:(&i(ics, or
extratted, chiefly from the condenfed, but lumin-
ous recitals.of thofe popular Hiftorians Hume and
Smollett, prefented the Reader with what J{c flat-
ters himfclf will prove an unexceptionable, and
fatisfaftory account of the affairs alluded to.
Fourthly, on occafions, when the complexion
of the Author's remarks relative to this coun-
try, clearly evinced L'ejprit de fa Nation; the
‘Tranflator felt himfelf called upon to point the
attention of the Reader to what he confidered as
fallacious, or‘unjuftifiable in the obfervation. In-
“fluenced by the like motives, when any thing, ra-
therin the way of narrative, though not in'a pro.
fefled ftatement of fals, was advanced by the wri-
ter, which appeared to be ill founded, and parti.
gulary when militating againft Great Britain, he
alfo came forward, and, as far as the nature of the
cafe would admit, afferted the caufe of genuine
truth. On thefe various occafions, the Tranflator
felt it neceffary, or deemed it proper, to fubjoiu
notes,
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a 8Y THE TRANSLATOR,

notes, together with occafional obfervations; and

‘with refpeét to the) Narrative part, he exprefles his .

hope it will be fodnd, that by the introduélion of a
chain of fuch notesas he hasadverted to, the follow-
ing work is rendered interefting, purely asa Britifh
memoir relative to the very important fubjett in
queftion.

In addition to the narrative refpefling the Na-

" val Power of England, the body of the work

contains a variety, of interefting notices relative to
the French Marine : the information.conveyed in
thofe, is in general important, and in feveral in-
ftances will be found original. The obfervations
on the principal articles of the Navigalion A&
not only difplay a confiderable fhare of ability,
and information, on the part of the Author,
but the degree of candour, which feems to per-
_vade that part of the work, is highly to his cre-
‘dit.  On the other hand, whether his remar
on the refpeftive fituation and circumftancok
of Great Britain, and her then American Colo-
nies, entitle him to the like praife, the Reader
will himfelf determine, The Appendix contains a
numberof Hluftrations, which in the original work
 are given under the head of ¢ Notes and Juftifica-
¢ tory pieces,” and placed at the end of the rgfular

the fake
of

\

notes upon a larger fcale ; but merely ¥
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of convenience, as the compiler probably deemed
them of too great length for infertion in the
fame page with the text. Some of thefe will be
found highly intcrefting, they are in general,
official documents, and many of them, contain
anecdotes perfeflly new to the Britifh public.
" Upon the whole, thefe papers not only contain
much original information, but are fraught with a
confiderable degree of intereft, particularly the
pieces, relative to the Dutch fitheries,—the war
which terminated in 1763,—and the American Re-
volution. * In compliance with the original, the
work is intitled « Hiftory,” tho certainly, Memoir
would be more appropiate.—The edition from
_which the following tranflation is madc, was printed
“at Yverdon, a town of confiderable note in Swn-
zerland.

November, 1801,
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ADVERTISEMENT.
—

PREVIOUS to our Readers referring to
the tables, of the Naval forces of Great Britain,
(which we have given at the end of the volume,)
to enable them to perceive their progrefs at
one view: it is neceflary they fhould attend to
the following obfervations. We have ad-
verted, in the courfe of this work, to fix
rates of veflels, viz, the firlt and fecond
rates, with three decks, and from go to 100
pieces of cannon. The third rate, with
two decks, and of 8o, 70, and 68 guns.
The fourth, of 60 and 64. The Gfth, ot
50 and g4 guns; and laftly, the fixth rate,
of 46, 44 guns, &c. The manner of claf«
fing all thefe veffels is in fome meafure dif-
ferent with the Englith ; they comprehend
in the third rate, all (hips of 84, 74, and
34 guns. In|[the fourth rate, thefe of 60
and 50 ; and in the fifth, .thofe two deckers
of 46 and 44 gung, as well as frigates of

32, with a filgle deck, which we, for that

reafon, have thought proper to feparate from

the former.
b - In



ADVERTISEMENT.

In the fame table, we have pointed out by
two a/lerifks in the colunn, thofe periods,) in
which we have found it impracticable tofgain
accurate information of the numbers of thips,
on the flocks, or umder repair. In general,
thefe<cannot be much relied upon. The

L1222 G(I.i KNERERNEN bcing too guardCd to -

render true accounts. , In their lifts, they
?foally Juppofe the gréater part of thofe vef-
els are capable of ftanding the fea, when,
in fa@, they are fo ruinous and rotten, that
numbers of them are totally unfit for fer-
vice. Thus, we no longer fee, on any of
thofe lifts, that multityde of names, formi-
dable only in the eyes, of the coffee-houfe
politicians in London. :

But, whatever the accuracy of thofe ftate-
ments may be, the intereft of a comparifon

‘between them, and the Englith marine at -

the death of Queen EL1zABETH, is not di-
minifhed. In that view, we have placed the
litt of the fhips of that princefs, (as ftated
by Sir William Manfon) before the table of

the Britith Naval force from 1688 to 1777.
-In the former, the ordnance is not fpecified ;
but, the number of artillerifs will fuffice to .

give an idea of its amount.
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PREFACE.

ILLUMINED by the torch of Hiftory, we
read of the paft,—~we behold the prefent,—and we
judge of the future.  Thus, the linvits of our being
are extended; and we profit by the experience of
ages; but when we find brought together, thofe -
circum(tances which’bear a fenfible relationto each
other, Hiftorical leffons become more eafy, our
views are more colletted, and, with facility, we
take the whole into our confideration. The intereft
increafes‘as we can the better contemplate all the
“parties who contgfbuted to produce it. In the .
prefent circumflances, then, how imporftant muft
it be, to trace, and g confider, the Progrefs of
the Naval Power of England! Tl —

Should this defirable end be attained ;—did we
content ourfelves with giving the ftate of the

" Maritime forces of thatkingdom, at different pe-
riods. How.could the reader judge of the exertions
they have coft, be informed of the viciffitudes to
which they have been expofed ; obferve the defetts
in their gdvefnment; or, we. provide ourfelves
againit their defigns, Without entering into Hifto-
rical detail? The more namerous thele are,. the
lefs difficult will it be, by the knowledge of ef- -
fetts, to develope the caules which fuppreffed or
retarded, expedited or changed the ordinary courfe : -
of things. - % ; -

We have divided this Hiftory intq Four Books:
the firft concludes with the recapturgdbf Calais, by

" the French, under Henry i “In that long in-
: ‘ b2 . terval,

» -
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térval, anlaﬂd at ﬁtﬁ bt
prote ¢t herielf agam!t the invalhy
ndtons. If, afterwards, fhe ¢
tranfport her troops, it was fe

nly ﬂnght barks to
ns of the Northern

m withowt very

great exertions,, and never withou having recourfe

to neighbouring pations, A few yeak \L!M\, ill
armed, certainly do not prove thather Marine was
then confiderab e; nor fome unpre gludwc or tran-
fitory advamagcs, that the empire leas velted
in her.  On the contrary, fhe app ared to yield it
to France, under the reign of Cufrres V. and in
the carly part of that of Cuarves the Sixth,

The Sgcond Book fhews, that the true origin of

the Navgl Power of the Englilh, was in the for.
‘tunate fimes of Evizasetu. ‘The ambitious ven-

geance of Puivier I, produced that germ, which
the weaknefs of James I, and the misfortunes of

* his fon,. would have deltroyed, had not CromwerL

profited by that energy, which domeltic broils
generally give to a nation, to difplay all the vigour

*. of the forces of his own, againit the Dutch..

After three fucceflive wars, in which the Englith
did not always triumph without difficulty, nor their

~adverfaries combat without glory;; the feeptre of
- the main paiied into the hands of the former: France

wrelted it from them for a moment, and did not
futler it to.be re-eftablifhed, until the again figna-

Jized herfelf upon an element,” which, at prefent,
_ owes its liberty to her.*  The récital of all thgle
" memorable attions, forms the matier of the Third

Book,swhich concludes with the peace of Rhyf-
wick.

From that pcnod tq the treaty of Paris, if Great .

Britain

* Tt is hardly neceflary to fu ‘to the reader, that yhols

. Oblervations were wiitten before the prefent War,  Zvgn

letted vellels 1o °
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M
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i

Britain made, even ryinous, efforts to preferve ber
Maritime afcendancy, fhe, at lealt, had, in moft
inftances, the fuccefs Which herambition expeéted.

. Her adverfaries, the French and the Spafiards,

having always had to ¢ope with an unequal force,
hér triumphs were the more certain, without being,

at the {ame ume, glorious. - The account of thefe -

" fill the Fourth Book of'this Hiltory, and doubtlefs

s

are thofe of the umofiprogrefs of the Naval Power
of England, the. lits of it being fixed by the
American Revoluuong® on which we finith, by
throwing an interefting regard. v

Placed: between the prefent age and pofterity,
can we put into the {cale of confiderations, the
weight of truth? certainly not; but, in orderto
keep fair with our cotemporaries, we are not under

the neceffity of flaitering them; it is not fo much,

fatts in themielves, as'the attendant cjrcumitapees
that offend, We mull, therefore, cks{lslpour-
felves with declaring the ‘one, and refetving the
other; efpecially as we approach the prefent day.
This prudent courfe we fhall adopt, committing to
time the privilege of difclofing every thing, and
the full liberty of informing us. idods g

“The libellef, however, imagines he poflefles
/ in faét,. he only fecks to nourifh
his fatire, or his falfhood } and fears
the Majefly, (fo we jhall call it) of
y the rathnels, or the indecency of his

reflexions. In thole, with which we have allowed .

ourfelves to fill Up the unavoidable intervals, we
have been infpired by an enlightened love for our
country, and not influenced by the gloomy plea-
fure of an indifcriminate cenfurc;,/thc latter has,

{- - by
L .
t See the foregoing note. ﬁuﬂdw. sl i
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by no means, guided us in our Obfervations on
the fameus Navigation Act, which would have
terminated this work ; did we not think it proper
to fubjoin fome juftificatory documents, together
with a few additional Notes.

The number of thefe would have been confider-
able, had we deftined them to hiftorical difcuffion.
How many of them 21 oblcure, and prefentonly the
contradictiony—the eri vs,—the prejudices,—and
the partialities of the writers who haveﬁefcribed Ma-
ritime attions? The greater part of thofe appearto
unagine, that, in order to be difpenfers of glory,
they have only fometimes to mifreprefent the prin-
cipal fafts; and, fometimes, to alter the effential
circumf{tances, according to their caprice, or par-
ticular inclinations; they frequently differ from
cach other, and in fuch a way, that it is with diffi-
culty we can believe they relate to us the fame event.

" To ruin, inidea, the affairs of the adverfe nation,

and to combat it by falfe narratives, ‘their efforts
ordinarily tend; the policy of courts not only has
applauded, but even takes pleafure in fupporting
them. The greater the intereft in managing public
opinion, the more they endeavour to feduce it.
Should they not, however, be aware, that the prac-
tice of deceiving men always becomes injurious,

_becaufe thole unhappy means of governing them,

namely, by atling upon their weaknefles, or their
fears, cannot be durable?  In the end, the illufion
vanifhes,—the truth burfts forth,—the impofition
is difcovered,—and difgrace alone remains.

'
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NAVAL POWER

NG LA N D

BOOK I

»\

" THE, precarious ftate, and weaknefs of the
ancient inhabitants of Great Britain, obliged them
to neglett thofe advantages, which the happy fitua-
tion of their ifle afforded. Content, to receive from
the Pheenicians, the Carthaginians, the Grecians,
and Gauls, thofe commodities which their grow-
ing occafions called for; they regarded with indif-
ference thofe ftrangers, come to profit by their
ignorance, and to enrich themfelves at their ex-
pence. When the reftlefs fpirit of the Belgians
impelled them to eftablifh’ themfelves on ‘the
coafts of thefeiflanders; the latter, to avoid them,
-and efcape the dangers of piracy, retired to the
inland parts.* In procefs of time, being inured
‘to warfare by dometftic broils, they dared to oppofe
the fortune of C&sar, but they were yet dclgitutc.

of

L ]“L C“' dﬁ kno gﬂl. Io V- C. 23,
B
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10 HISTORY OF THE' PROGRESS OF THE

of naritime firength. At that period,* and long
after, they pofleffed no veffels but canoes, formed
of ofiers, and covered with hides,t which nearly
refembled thofe ftillinufe amnng the Greenlanders.

During the time the Ancient Britons were
threatened by the Romans withtotal fubjugasion,
the former, never fuggefted means, in the event of
a defcat, to avoid that misfortune, by arming their
vellels.  They always took refuge in the caverns
whichabound inthe interior of theirifle.y Intothofe
gloomy retreats, the Saxons, the Jutlanders, and the
Angles, frequently purfued them, after having
devalted the coalts with impunity.  The laft men-
tioned people, gave their name to one part of
Great Britaing which they divided into feven
kingdoms.

Orra, kingof Mercia, the moft powerful prince
of the Heptarchy, appeared to be the firft who had
* any pretenfions to the empire of the feas. It is
faid, he ventured to difpute it with Cuarix-
macne.  That great monarch, however, did not
difdain to court his alliance, in the view, per-
haps, that the Naval afliftance of Oira, would
one day be ferviceable to him in fecuring his do-
minions from the enterprifes of the Normans.

Avrren, whofe wifdom equalled the affettion
he had for his people, omitted nothing to repair
the ravages of the Danes, and other Northern
nations; he not only augmented the number of his
veflels, but improved the conftruétion of them.
One fleet of 120 fail, was uniformly aligtted to
guard the coafts. Foreign able fcamen, among

whom

* Eumen, Conflant. panegyr. 1L p. 213.
t Pln. hift. nat, 1. 1V, c. xxx. Avien. or Marit, V.
104+ 105+ 106.
; D“lc Cq/:. hiﬂo l- Lxl‘. No- s.-
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NAVAL POWER OF ENGLAND, 11

whom the Frieflanders, were moft worthy of notice,
entered into his fervice, and inftrutled his fubjeftsin
the nautical art.  When the Eaft-Angles, and Nor-
thumbrians, conftruéted veflels ftronger and lighter
than his own, he compenfated for this new advan-
tage, by fitting out expeditioufly for fea, veflels with
120 0ars, in every refpet fuperior to the former.*
By thefe means, this great prince rendered abortive
the cfforts of his enemies, defcated their fleets, and
chafed them from his kingdom, which he had the
glory to retrieve from the abyfs of domeftic and
foreign calamitics. 'When dying, he defired, that
the Englifh may be as free as their own thoughts!
Certainly a vain with,—but it fhewed the magna-
nimous feclings of his heart. : '

Lefs virtuous, but as able, and more powerful,
than the illuftrious ALrrep, one of his fucceffors,
Encar, colletted a prodigious number of veflels,
which fome have faid to amount to 3600, and
others, t0 4000. A certain ancient writer pre-
fumed to affert that this prince had the greateft
flect England ever poflefled.t A juft idea may,

/ hewever, be formed of it, when it is known, that
the largeft of thofe veflels hardly contained fift
men.  Throughout the year, four fquadrons, eac{;
confifting of 100 fail, were armed, to protect and
cruife along the coalls. Elated with this array of
force, Epcar imagined himfelf mafter of the feas,
and affumed the vain-glorioustitle of “ Emperor
“and Lord of all the Kings of the Ocean, and
¢ of all the Nations which it furrounds!”} One
day being at Chefter, he embarked on the Dee,

: and ¢

* Brompton, Chron, p. 813. Afer. de vil, . P 9.

Chron, gxpup. 99. hSE o
+ Chron. Sax. p. 137.
¥ Ex, chart. eccles,  Wigom, .
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and compelled eight tributary kings torow abarge,
which he ftecred himfelf. The triumphs of pride
are always outrages!

The ({mccﬂors of Epcar, had neither the fame
pretenfions, nor -an equal maritime force. The
Danes took the advantage of their weaknefs, to
make frefh inroads, and carry devaftation into all
partsof the country. The Englifh, neverthelefs,

- inthe reign of ETneirep, made a vigorous effort,
* they collefted a flect of 8oo veficls, equipped at

the expence of wealthy individuals; thisarmament
being difperfed by ftorms, was rendered uniervice-

able, and the whole kingdom fell under the power .

of the Danifh princes. A difgraceful treaty was
concluded with the vi€tors, who engaged to main-
tain 45 armed veffels for the defence of the coafts,
on condition of being paid an annual tribute, which
was called Danegeld*  They received it at Green-
wichy and it was affeffed in England, at the rate
of 12 deniers per hyde of land. The clergy alone
were exempt from this impoft, becaufe, fays an
hiftorian, the inhabitants had more confidence in
their prayers, than in their own defenders.t  One
of the moft illuftrious of the Danifh princes was
CanuTe, king of Denmark and Norway, as well

as of England. Thistriple crown was by no means

too weighty for his abilities, neither did its poffef-
fion Twell his paflions beyond their due limits.
Being told by his courticrs, that his power was
unbounded, he one day invited them to afifhing
party, when he caufed a feaflt to be provided on
the fea fhore; they fat down to table at the flow of
the tide; the guefts fhortly perceiving the waters
to gain upon them, would have rifen from table,

but

* A compound word fignifying ¢ Dani/h money.”
+ Rog. de Houeden, annal. p. 603. ,
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to order the waves to retire; as they continued
to advance,/and being wet by them, he ex-
claimed, * Is this then the refpeét with which
¢ the ocean treats its mafter?” ‘Then, immediately
turning to the courtiers, he obferved, that ne, who
held in his hands the extremities of the earth, had
alone the right to command the clements, and pre-
fcribc‘imils to the tide!

After having extended thofe of his own domini-
ons, the politic CaxuTe maintained a number of
vellels to proteét communication, and fhelter them

- from invafion. This falutary precaution did not
enter into the policy of his fucceflors; who entirely

. negleéted their marine. Harowrp, neverthelels,,
got together a confiderable fleet, which the fortune
of WiLriam feemed to fport with; that conqueror,
at the head of his brave Normans, effetted his land-
ing without any obftacle; the decilive battle of
Haftings, placed himrat the fummit of his withes,
and deftroyed the {ceptre, which the Saxon princes
fwayed during 600 years.—This memorable event,
gave England fo violent a fhock, and caufed fuch

- afudden revolution with refpett to property, that
the nation could little attend either to commerce,
or navigation.

The kingdom was fo deftitute of fhipping, when
Ricuarp undertook the expedition to the Holy-
Land, that he was obliged to have recourfe to fo-
reigners. Thefe furnifhed the greater part of his
fleet, which was compofed of 150 veffels, and bid
defiance to that of Satapin.  The naval forces of
the Earl of FLanpers were neceflary to Joun, the
brotherof Ricuarp, tooppole thofe which Puivirer
Avcuste had colletted in the Seine, and which
amounied to 1700 veflels. However, when their

weaknefs

but the :ﬁ prevented them, and affected

\
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14 HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF TMNE

wecaknefs and defefts are confidered, this number
will ceafe to aftonifh; the greater part of them
were coafing barges, that is, large chaloupes, or
barques, with three malfts, the remainder confifted
only of fome gallies, or rather galliots, a fpecies of
war-like veflel with oars and fails; neverthelefs, fome
of theth might be of confiderable bulk, as, in an
expedition™ to the Holy-Land, they had a fhip of
fuch large dimenfions, as to caufe it to be named
¢ the World.” Towards the middle of the thir-
teenth century, we are alfo informed of a vefiel
capable of containing 8oo men.  Thefe, however,
were rare at that time, they were only to be found
in* the Mediterrancan, where the Venetians, the
Genoefe, and the Pifans, had expedited the pro-
grels of feaaffairs.  In proportion to the improve-
ment in which diftiné&t flects have diminithed in
number. 4
y That of PuiLiere Aucuste having returned to
" Flanders, under the command of Savari, a famous
Poitevin Corfair, was found too numerous to be
- contained in the port of Dam,t notwithftanding its
capacious fize. One part of the fleet anchored
along the coalt, near the town, when all thofe who
were on board, c.\&ept the fatlors, quitted the vel- f
fels and wenton fhore for purpofes o?deprcdalion.I \/
‘T'he Earls of Bourocye, and Savissrry, who
commanded the naval armanent of Jony, gaining
mtelligence that the French veflels were deititute
of

*

* Joinuille, vie de St. Louis, p. 130. °

+ Dam or Damme, in the Netherlands, in thofe days a con.
fiderable fea port town, though now no longer fuch, its harbours,
&c. being long fince deftroyed by the accéinulation of the fands,
on that part of the coaflt. It is ftill a place of fome note, and
lies 5 miles S. W, of the port of 8/uys, and nearly the fame
diftance N, E, of Bruges.

+ . Math, Parie, p. 166,
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of foldiers, proceeded to attack them, boarded
without refiftance, cut the cables, and brought off

300 laden with provifions, and burned 100 others. -

I'hofe which were in the port would have met
with the fame fate, if Privierr had not abandoned
the fiege of Ghent, in which he was then engaged,
and haftened 1o their defence; he compelled the
Englifh to reimbark with the lofs of 2000 men,
either killed or-drowned; and afier having with-
drawn all the provifion and flores from the remain-
ing fthips, he left them, as well as the city of Dam,
a prey to the flames.* ‘
Though this Species of Naval victory was en-
urely owing to the affiftance and advice of the
Earl of Fraxpers, Jonn was elated to fuch a
degree, he imagined, that henceforth his Maritime
" Ordonances would be refpetted by all nations. He
had, in the fecond year of his reign, made one
for exatting the Salute from all foreign veffels,
ordaining that, if obedience was not yielded to his
officers, they fhould be compelled to it, and even
to chaftife the Captains, cither by confinement, or
by corporal punifhments.t Agfurd and unjuft
pretenfions are often imputable to weaknefs.—
Who could imagine, that a Prince, tottering on

his

* Rigord ap. Duchifne, tome V. p. §4. \ .
+ On the contrary, any Ships or Veffels laden, or rh}n‘,

on the Seas, that will not lower or take down theur flags, at the
command of the King’s Licutenant, or of the Admiral of Ahe
King, or his Licutenant, but flight againft any of the flect;
fuch, if they can be taken, fhall be reputed as Enemies, and their
Ships, Veflels and Goods feized and confifcated, as the goods of
enemies.  Although the Matfters, or Owners, fhould afterwards
come and alledge the faid Ships, Veflels, and Goods, " to belong
to the friends of our Lord, the King; and, that the hands on
board, be chaftifed by imprifonment, at difcretion, of their
rebellious cenduét, .

~
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his throne, w ould have dared to arrogate to himfc h
the empire of the Seas?

Indolent, cruel, and perfidious, the fubjetts of
Jonx, generally rofc againft him, and he was con-
flrained to appeafe them, by granting the famous
Macxa Cuagta :—the name alone, recalls the idea
of Britifh Liberty, of which itis the bafe, or ra-
ther the firm rampart, cementgd by blood, fhed
in various revolutions, ftrengthened by time,
and preferved by felicitous prejudices!  The faith

‘of tyrants is but momentary, they regard it

only ‘through the mepljum of fear. Joux, freed

from the firlt danger, failed in his, and re- |
~ voked that celebrated A&, to which he had but
recently affented; the Lnghlh, in confequence .

were fo inccnfed that they chole for their So-

. vereign Lous, - lon of Priviere Aucuste; this

young prince defeated the troopsof his adv crfary,
who died foon after, in the courfe of an igno-
mincous retreat.  The general hatred againit the
latter, was, at his death, fucceeded by commifera-
tion for his youthful fon, Hexry I11. a numerous

- party declared in his favour, and placed him on the

throne of his father, Louis, having taken the
advantage of a- ceffation of arms, to pafs into
France; thofe maritime towns, known by the
appellation of the Cinque ports, armed againft him
a {quadron of 40 vellels, of which they entrufted
the command to Puiviere 0’ ALsenEey ; this officer

" encountered the French fleet, compofed of 8o vef-

{¢ls; and, having the advantage of the wind, he
attacked ipAvigoroufly ; however he was indebted
for victofy to a fingular ftratagem, he fuggefted
the expedient of throwing a great quantity of lime
powder in the faces of the French, who fought on

a level with their oppenents; driven by the wind,.
it

L
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it blinded them, and prevented their manceuvering, .

notwithftanding the abilities of Eusracug, their
commander. This man, a Flemi/h adventurer,
being difgufted with the-difcipline of a cloifter,
became a pirate; he commenced in the fervice of
England, he afterwards reccived a fubfidy from
Puiriere, to whom he furnifhed fhipping. The
veflel in which he commanded in this ation,
having fallen into the hands of Arseney, he
endeavoured to fecrete himfelf in the hold, where
he was with difficulty difcovered. In vain did
he expatiate on his former fervices, and offer con-
fiderable fums of money for his life. Pulilanimity
is feldom perfuafive. The Englifh liftened not to
one whom they regarded as a traitor, and an un-
principled plunderer;* he fell under the blow
given by Ricuarp, natural fon of the late king,
in a tranfport of juft indignation.

This attion completed the ruin of the affairs of
Lou1s, who was obliged to give up England. His
competitor, Henry, on the other hand, had no

fooner mounted the throne, than he perceived its*

inftability ; the troubles which agitated his reign,
were not favourable, eificre the re-eftablithment
of comgherce, or, the progrefs of Nayval affairs.
The inhabitants of the p‘fm ports,t thinking it
expedient to profit by'thefe unfortunate circum-
ftances, addiéted themfelves to the moft fhameful

piracy; they feized; indifcriminately, the veffels
of all nations, often threw their crews into the
chan

fea. Foreign merchants were deterred from ap-
J proaching

; 7 ® Mah\ Paris, p. 205,

+ The Sea-port towns of Xfafings, Romney, Hythe, Dover,
and Sandwich, which enjoy fevgral peculiar privileges, and were
obliged by}heir charters to qguip 57 vefltls for the king’s
fervice, P

C
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proaching the coalts of England, where extreme
fcarcity was, in confequence, feverely felt.  Thefe
pirates carried their audacity fo far, as to equip a

" {quadron to affift the revolted Barons, and, under

the directions of Simon pe MonTtrorT, they pro-
‘ceeded to burn the town of Portfmouth; if fuch
outrages remained  unpunifhed,—at leall, they fub-
fided on the re-eftablithment of order.

T'he reftoration thercof, was owing to the goo?l
‘policy of Epwarbp I. though cngagcg in war with
the French and the Scots, he did not neglett to
extend his authority over the adjoining feas. He
forbid the Flemings to fifh in them, without his ex-
Krefs permiffion, and the terms of this Ediét thewed

ow far he carried his pretenfions.* The Englifh
held themfelves jultified and countenanced in this
conduét by an alledged decifion, made by the
Genoefe, Catalans, Germans, Zealanders, Friel-
Aanders, “Qanes, and Norwegian arbiters; they
had been chofen to terminate a difference which

arofe between Epwarp and Puiviere 1e Bery

in confequence of the latter having appointed an

Admiral to execute that function in the “ Sed of -

England.” The Englifh monarch confidered it
as an infult, and demanded juftice; the arbiters
decided in his favour, and declared that his pre-
deceffors had at all times been %:)vercigns' of the
fea in queftion; on which the kings of France

. could not rightfully have any Admiral, but fimply

a mafler, or chef du {otte. The original of fuchan
att ought to be highly prized by national vanity,
; and,

* In this edict, or ordonance, he charges his officers, ¢ Efpe.
cially to retain and maintain the fovereignty which the kings
of England, his anceftors, exclufively poffeffed in the faid fea
of England, with regard to the declaration, ‘amendment and
interpretation of the laws by them made, for the government
of a)l manner of perfons pafling through the faid fea,”
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an‘d, next to the great charter, fhould be preferved
with tare and veneration.  Neverthelefs it “is not
to be found among the agchives in the tower of .
London;* whence l'om::}rncd men,T in the laft
century, affirmed, it wis taken, in order to be,
tranflated, publifhed, and commented upon; an
honour which fo rare a piece divides with many
others, neither more authentic, nor lefs ufeful! Itis
- rather a matter of aftonifhment, that Epwarp could
flatter him{clf with the idca of making his maritime
authority acknowledged, at a period. when his
fubjetts had forced him into a war, “of which na-
tional hatred was the real caule,sand a quarrel be-
tween individuals, the occafion or pretext. Com-
mercial rivalfhip, about that time, bad rendered
the Normans and the Gafcons inimical to each
- othery and the continual altercations between them,
made it juftly apprchended that open hoftilities
would fpecdily enfue. To avoid thefe, recourfe
was had to treaty, and they came to an agreement
with regard to the means of preventing, or punifh-
ing, their refpettive delinquencies.f We are
uninformed in what manner this convention was
obferved by the licentious among the parties, until
the moment, when a {light incident led to a general
commotion.—Two mariners, the onca Norman,
the other Englifh, having. accidentally met ncar
a

)

* M. de Bn"ql:ig:y was unable to difcover this piece in the
fri@ fearch he at'the Tower, by order of the French go-
vernment. Long before him, the laborjous Rymer appears not
to have more fuccefs, or to 'havc rejetted|it, as a fictitious do-
cument, PR

t Buroughs lex merc. p. 8, Coxe inft. p. 142, Sclden
mare. claus. &c.

% 'This treaty was made in the year 1276, and is among the
archives in the tower of London. *

C 2
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a fountain at Bayoﬁnc, and each being inclined to
drink firlt, a conteft enfued, and they proceeded
to blows; the Norman drew a poignard on his- ad-

verfary, butin endeavouringto ufe it, he made a’
falfe ftep, and pierced himfelf;* his countrymen, -

believing he had been affaffinated, complained of
the fuppofed outrage to their king, Puiviere; re-
quiring that juftice might be done, who, not only
permitted, but, according to the teftimony of his
enemies, commanded them to revenge themfelves
upon the occafion.t ;

Vengeance, however, ftands not in need of
fpurring, a fignal {uffices, and unhappily Puivires
Le Beu held it out.  The Normans immediately
fcoured the feas, and captured, or funk, all the
Englifh veflels they fell in with; after having plun-
dered them, they put many of the crews to death.
They cruifed nearthe entranceofthe river Garonne,

and putfued the veffels that came out, in all di- .

" rettions. The conftable of Guyenne, wifhing to
put an end to fuch proceedings, cffeéled a com-
promife between them; but fcarcely had they

failed from Bordeaux, than they renewed hoftili- .

ties with increafed attivity.

Ip the mean time, the two monarchs agreed to -

rohibit their fubjetls from all further ats of vio-
ﬁncc, reprifals; orders to this effeét were pro-
claimed by the heralds, but were very littleattended

to, becaufe no effettual fteps were taken to enforce

them. Perhaps an accommodation was not fin-
cerely wifhed bK cither yarty. In this conjunéture,
the Normans having fallen in with 20 Englifh
trading veffels, off St. Malo, they captured two
~of them, and of 8omen, which compofed their

~ ©crews,

* Thomas Walfingham, p. 58. Hen. Knyghton, ¢, V1,
+ Walting. p. 58,
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erews, they flayed a part, and afterwards hung the
whole, together with a number ok dogs, to the
yards of their veflels. - After this barbarous pro-
ceeding, no terms were kept by either fide; the -
cries of vengeance refounded from all parts, their
poignards were whetted by national hatred, and
the difcord appeared likely to have infetted all
Europe. To the Gafcons and the Englifh, the
Irith and the Hollanders attached themfelves. To
the Normans and Picards, - the Flemifh and the
Genoefe. - The fea was covered with warlike vei-
fels, before the refpettive Sovercigns had yet
engaged in hoftilities, which appeared to be carried
on with the more inveteracy, becaule the war was
made neither by, nor for them. 1

The inhabitants of the Cingue ports, difdaining
to complain to Epwarp, were determined to re-
venge felves without his affiftance; they fitted
‘out their-veffels for cruizing; took, plundered, or
{unk, all the French veflels they could find, and
maflacred the greater part of their crews. On evéry
occafion, the fubjeéts of PhiLippe were maltreated;
thcr were imprifoned, and even configned to the
gallows, by the Englih\ tribunals, without the leaft
regard cither to their complaints, or their appeals.
At Bordeaux, they carried their barbarity fo far, as
even in the midft of the fquare, to cut a Norman
into four pieces, which they afterwards threw into
theriver.* The coafts of France were expofed to
the moft cruel irruptions; a fleet of 200 trading
veflels could not find fheltey therein, from the
attacks of the Englifh;t and aker a long refiftance,
which took place at the point of St. Matthieu,

.  nearly

-

- ) bt R)M, To 6l7o
-+ According to thefe, their veflels were at anchor, and the
French were the aggreffors, '
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nearly the whole fell into the power of a fquadron
of 6o 'vellels, part of thofe fitted out by Epwarp
for the relief of Acre, then invefted by the Sara-
cens.  Emboldened by this fuccefs, the privateers

of Bayenne, joined the viétors; they made, to-

gether, adefcent ncar Rochelle, laid wafte the
country, and put many of the inhabitants to the
fword. Finally, Rosert Tirror, Admiral of
that Prince, funk a number of barks and trading

veflels at the mouth of the Scine.  Were further -
outrages neceflary to provoke the juft indignation

of Puivivpe?

This Prince demanded of Epwarp, the reftitu-
tion of the veflels that had been taken, and indem-
mfication for the ravages committed at Rochelle,

"threatening, in cafe fatisfaction was not made, to
cite him before the Court of Peers! The Englith
monarch replied in a lofty firain, and Pwyrives
obtained nothing by the application. Probably,
fuch a refult was expetted, and the objeét of the

latter was only to gain time to make preparations.-

Being deftitute of fhipping, he had recoupfe to
Enic VIIL. king of Norway, who engaged to
furnifh him with 200 gallies, and 100 other armed
veflels, for the yearly fum of 30,000l. ftérling,
but payable in the courfe of the four months, which
thofe veffels were to keep the fea. This agreement,
however, not being carried into effeét, Puirrierr
commiflioned Grorror e Cormici, .a canon of
Senlis, to build and fit out a number of gallies at
Calais;* orders were given to colleét all the veflels
which could be found in the ports of the kingdom.
The command of this armamentt was given to

Martiru

* Ve the regifters of the Chambre aes comptes at Paris.

+ The freight, and the pay of the crews“amounted to 60,c00
lieres Tournois, a very confiderable fum in thofe days. lettr. pats
< l'an 1293, addrefled to Jean d’Harcourt, and Matthicu de

lentmosenci,
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Martiiev pE Moxtyorexcr, and Jean p'Hag-
covrr; their firll operation &'as an attack upon
Dover, which they “burned.® This expedition,
fpread fuch an alarm in England, that, at the mo-
ment, a fuccefsful invafion might be made, had
they ventured to attempt it.* The plundering of
the Abbey at Cherbourg, was the only retaliation
& made by the Englifh for the enterprife at Dover.
The Scots, having declared ragainft them, funk
four of their veffels, which attempted to enter the
port of Berwick, and compelled thofg which ac-
companied them quickly to put to fed:

Though Epwarp had already carried the war
into France for the recovery of Guyenne; he,
neverthelefs, was apprehenfive ofdefcents upon his
own kingdom.t Inthis view, he eguippcd three

* [quadrons to guard the coafls, and pafled over
himfelf into Flanders, in order to cflett a diver-
fion. Hehad fcarcely embarked, when there arofe
a violent contention among the lcamen of his flect.
Thofe of Yarmouth and the Cingue ports, on the
one fide, and the reft of the Englifh mariners on
the other. In vain did Epwarp iffuc his orders;
in vain did he interpofe his authority; the parties
were too much incenfed; they fought with fury,
and 25 vellels of Yarmouth were burned or de-
ftroyed.} The naval armament was threatened in the
fame way at Dam, by the French, but avoided the
impending fate by quickly placing itfelf on the de-
fenfive, and manceuvering with fkill and dexterity.

The finances of England, were thén in a very
declining ftate, which rendered the king defirous
to putanend to a ruinous war.” He obtained a

Al ceflation

* Guill de Nangis, chron. ad ann. 1295.
t Thom. Walfingham. p. 62.
t Thom. Walfingham, ad aon, 1298. p. 72,
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ceffation of arms, and the reftitution of Guyenne,
In order to folace the pride of Puiviere, it was
agreed that this province fhould be confidered as
the portion of his daughter IsaseLie, a woman
who merits the execration of all ages! She was
married to Epwarp I1. whofe weaknefs and par-
tiality to favourites, was the caufe of the troubles
\'hicl long agitated his unhappy kingdom; they
continued from his acceflion, until he ceafed w
reign; foon after which, he was put to death, under
circumftances of more horrible outrage, than any
recorded in the page of hiftory.

This Prince {oon found himfelf expofed to the
attacks of France; the feas adjoining his domi-
nions were covered with armed veflels by the
French; from the port of Calais alone, 15 failed,
which threatened all the Northern provinces; on
this occafion, Jean pe Sturmyx, to whofe direc-
tion a number of veffels were confided, was general-
ly charged with the proteétion of the Englifh com-
merce; while Epwarp himfelf affembled, at the
mouth of the Thames, a flect fufficiently numerous
to ftop the incurfions of the Normans, whofe ven-
geance he had provoked, by the capture of 120
xradi::é veflels, without any preliminary declara-
tion of war.* Thefe armaments permitted him to
difpatch but a very fmall convoy to Guyenne,
whither he had fent a few troops, fome money,
and ftores.

The celebrated Epwarp the Third, on mount-
ing the throne, after the depofition of his father,
concluded a peace with Cuarces e Ber, who
diz:'atyed, fays a judicious writer, during thofe
differences, that firmnefs, moderation, jullice‘i

an

* Thom. Walﬁniham, p- 122,

anc

- el

WA
dif
be)

no
aft
Gi
qu
a‘V
Ki
tic

—— ey



e

NAVAL POWER OF ENCLAND. 25

and wifdom, which always chara@lerifed him; he
neither took advantage of the weaknels of Eb-
warp 1L the youth of Epwarp 111. norof the
diftracied ftate of England, to carry his pretenfions
beyond their due bounds.*

The new monarch of England, however, did
not follow this example. It is well known, that
after being determined to render homage fer
Guyenne, to Puiriere bk VaLoss, he was fuble-
quently, not only unwillingtoacknowledge himfelf
a vaflal of that Prince, but even taok the title of
King of France.t Atlength, yieldinjto the inftiga-
tions of a fugitive prince, an impoftor, infa-
mous Rosert D’ArTo1s, he commenced that long
and terrible war, which caufed to germinate in the
hearts of two nations, equally eftimable, the feeds
of implacable hatred, and fanguinary diflention;
which neither lapfe of time, nor the fuggeltions
of reafon could deftroy! Alas! Nature has en-
dowed the heart with the feelings of humanity, bus-
thefe national rivalfhip deprefles, Since, however,
it is impoffible to eradicate them, we confign toan
enlightened policy, the talk of turning them to
advantage, and of warding off the attacks of cor-
ruption ; or at leaft, to preferve us long from its
moft fatal effeéts, bafenefs and fervility!

The war was fcarcely declared, when two com-
manders, Benuvcuer and Barsevaire, who, ac-
cording to Froissarp, cruized about the -feas,
between England and France, with a confiderable
fleet; appeared with their force off the coalts of the
former kingdom, and attacked Portfmouth, which

they

* Mem,de M.de Breguigny, on the points in difpute between
France and England, under the reign of Charles le pB"d.
+ Acad, des ink‘-DT- XLI. P 670'
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they reduced to athes. Theyafterwards landed near
Southampton, and, taking advantage of the moment
when the inhabitants were at mafs, entered the
town, plundered it, and put many perfons to
death. They alfo, as the hiftorian above men-
tioned exprefles it, wviolated {everal virgins, and
orced a number of women!  After thefe outrages,
being favoured by the wind and tide, they fet fail,
and, without interruption, arrived at Dieppe, where
they divided their booty.*

This fuccefs greatly emboldened thofe on board
the French fleet, who were chiefly compofed of

" Genoefe, Normans, and Picards. Notwithftand-

ing the orders iffucd by Epwarp to BARTHELEMY
pe Burcriersu, Admiral of the Weftern, and to
G autnier pE Mauxy, commander of the Northern
fleet, to collett a force capable of prote€ting his
dominions from the like ravages;t the French
continued to make defcents on different parts of
the kingdom, particularly at Haftings; in Corn-
wall; in Devonfhire; in the vicinity of Briftol;
and, allo at Guernfey, where they committed
the greateft depredations, fetting fire to almoft

every

* Froiffard, t. 1. CXXXVI. the taking of Portfmouth, was
in the year 1336, and the affair of Southampton in 1337. Thoms
Walfingham, p. 136 and 146, fays, that in 1337 Edward took
the title of king of France, but did not declars war till 1339.

+ Letters of Edward 111, addreffed to thefe two Admijrals,
MSC, in the Tower of London. From the reign of Edward 1.
there were eftablithed in England, two Admirals, one of the
North, and the other of the Weft ; until the reign of Henry 1V,
when the Duke of Clarence was Admiral of the two departments.
¢ Addmirallus utrufgue partis:" Afterwards, the celebrated
Earl of Somerfet took the title of ¢ Admiral of England,"
Admirallus Anglie, and for a long period the officé was vefted in
a fingle perfon. Of laze years, however, the fituation has been
little more than nominal, it is now called ¢ Admiral of the
ﬂ“tc” "
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every town and village in the Ifland. They allo,
about the fame time, captured a great many vellels,
among which were L'Edouard and Le Chriftophe,
the two largeft and ftouteft fhips of war then in the
pofleflion of the Englifh.*

Thefe defcents,and occafianal incurfions,clearly
demonftrated that the marine of Epwarp was far
from being formidable: It was not without great
exertions that he could colleét a fleet of 3oo, or
according to fome hiftorians, 240 veflels. Hetook
the command of it himfelf, in order the more
effe€tually to refift the attempts of that of his ad-
verfary, PuiLiere, which was compofed of 400
veflels, of which 120 were remarkable for their
large fize. It was at firlt pretended, that this ar-
mament was deftined for a crufade, and that 40,000
men had been put on board, which, however, was
notatall probable.t The En%lifh monarchcolleéted
his force off Orwell, in Suffolk, and on the 24th
of June, 1340, he appeared before the fortrefs of
L Eclufe, (Shys,) near which was affembled the
great armament of the French. Upon feeing them,
¢ The prince,” fays Froiffard, *aflked the captain
¢ of his fhip, what people thofe might bé? and he
¢ anfwered, that he believed it was the army
¢ of Normans, which the king of France kept
¢ ready for fea; that feveral times had greatly in-
¢ jured him, and had burned the good town of
¢ Hantonne,; and conquered his great veflel
& Chrifiophe. Then, réplied the king, I have for

“ a long
* Lediard, Hift. Nav. d’Angl. LL. c. 1, 2.

+ The account given by Froiffard; fuppofes the veffels to be
more numerous ; which indicated, fays he, ¢ the great difficul-
ties the[ Englith laboured under, as t{gir adverfaries were four
20 onel”

1 The ancient name of Southampton,
D2
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¢ a longtime defired, that I might have an oppor- |
¢ tunity of fighting with them; fo we will” fight
“ ther, if it pleafe God and St. GedrgesTor truly,
¢ they have yvexed me fo often, that PAvith to take
¢ vengeance if poflible.” The Enflith fleet ad-
vanced the fame day* in good ordef, intwo lines;-
the firlt was compofed of the ftrongeft fhips, and
had at each énd, feveral veflelsin which archers
were placed; the foldiers were on board thofe in the
.centre; and a certain number of the others formed
the fquadfon of referve. The whole came up with
the advantage of the wind, which the French did
ot difpute with them, becaufe, being confined to
a fmall¥fpace, they could neither difengage them-
felves, nor even manceuvre with facility ; the tide
was alfo unfavourable, and the fea {o high, that the
veflels with gars were unferviceable. “The aftion
commenced with fury, andthe fighting was of the
clofeft kind; a fhip, on board which were the
flower of the Englifh nobility, fell into the hands
of the French, who foon after loft Le Chriftophe,
already fpoken of;;“vittory appeared yet doubtf;
whén the Flemings, haftily iffuing fsom their por
joined the Englith, who defeated their enemiesi
a combat, then as unequal, as it had beenobftin
Perhaps Epwarp was léfs indebted for this {uc-
cefs to his own ability, than to the mifunderftand-
- ing which exifted between® the French Admirals. -
- , \ Of- .
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‘- * M. Dacier, who laboured at’an edition of Froiffard, ap.
rifes us of a general error, refpecting the day on which tku
R , Emlc was fought. * By the accounts of the greater part of our
hiftorians, £dward departed from England the 22d. of June, and
| not on the eve of St. JohrPthe Baptift's day, as ftated in all the -
3 editions of Fygiffard; the battle wi.. .ougit on St. John's day,
i~ and not on the cve of that feftival, asagain ftated by Froiffard ;
[0 " noron the day following, as afferted by the author of the
Chronigues de France, '¥ide Rymer, t. I1, part 1V, p. 7q.
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Of thefe, there were three : Barsevarre, who com-
manded the Genocle,, and Hucugs Quierer, and
Nicoras Benvenrr, who had under their orders,
the Normans and Picards, Thefirlt, wasa confum-
mate {caman,* and had acquired grﬁfreputation
by his. fervices in the Mediterranean, and the
Ocean; his advice was, that the French fleet fhould
ftand out to fea, g:n his colleagues refufing to
" follow it, he retired from the action with four
gallies; he had little reliance on thofe crews, which
Beuvcnet had compolfed of palt?' filhermen, and
inexperienced mariners. This feleflion was the
“refult of his own avarice,t of which he fhortly fell
the vi€lim; he was taken and hung at the maft of ’
his own fhip, asa punifhment, according to fome,
for the outrages committed by him on the coafts
of England; while others alledge, that Epwarp
commanded this aft of cruelty, merely to infult
his adverfary Puivieee.f The firfl motive, does
not jultify the a&t, the latter aggravates its crimi-
nality! but, how many fovereigns, imagining they
- exercife the rights of war; allow themfelves to act
in the like manner!

The lofs of the vi€tors, in this famous aétion, did
not exceed 4000 men; while that of the. French,
according to'an anciept Englifh hiftorian;§ amount-
ed to 30,000, together with 200 veffels. This

i ., authority

_-*® Villani (an Italian writer,) ftyles him, ¢ Da porto venere
¢ grand Corfale.”

'+ He never willingly. admitted any refpe@able perfon, or
¢ good fergeant,’’ btw‘ it appeared to ‘him they required too
high wages,——and, in order to havc‘::od bargain, he took .-
poor filhermen, and paltry mariners ; and of fach perfons com-
poled his army, Chron.de Fland. p. 153. '

1 In defpettum regis Franciz a njnmnvhfd'pmdem&
Nangi contin, ad ann. 1340. -
§ Thom, Walfingham, p- 148,
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authority, the greater part of the modern writers
have implicitly followed.

The vague manner in which Froissarp has
exprefled himfelf, throws no light upon the fub-

- jett;* the teftimony of Viurani, a foreign co-

temporary writer, deferves more attention;t he
rates the lofs of the vanquifhed, as not exceeding
10,000 men; but even this, in our opinion, appears
to be an exaggeration. It wasaflerted fome troops
were put on ioard this fleet, their numbers, how-
ever, fhould be calculated, with a reference to the
fize of the veflcls, which may eafily be conceived,
by the proportion of their failors, of whom 25, we
learn, were fufficient to work one fhip.

Succefsful events appear to form a chain, of
which fortune, at her pleafurc, multiplies, feparates,
unites, or breaks the links. The commencement
of the reign of Epwarp announced a long feries of
them. Two years after the naval viftory . at
L’Eclufe, (Sluys,) Epwarp, having efpoufed the
interelts of tlie Countefs of MonTroRrT, difpatched
Mavunt into Bretagne, to defend them againft
Cuarces LE Brois, who was fupported by Puivieee.
The latter, furnifhed his ally with fome troops urder
the command of Louis p'Espacne;f by whom
Dinant and Guérande were fhortly taken; h;ving

ound

* And the Normans, and all the other French, were difcom-
fitted, killed, and drowned, and never one foot of them efcaped,
but all were put to death. C. LI :

t+ Gian. Villani, Hift. L. XL c. 109,

1 Louis pe 1A Ceroa,Prince of the Ifles Fortunées, Comte
deTalmond, and Admiral of France, was the elder brother of
the Conftable Carres pe LA Cerpa, who was affaffinated
by the king of Navarre. - They derived their defcent from
the kings of Caftile, through the infant Ferpinanp, fon of
Avrrronso X. and were grand.children of S, Lov:s, by their
mother, BLancHE, of France, '
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found in the port of the laft mentioned town a
confiderable number of veffels, he ufed them in
making a defcent at Quimperlé, where Mauni,
fupported by fome perfons of condition in the

interefts of the Countefs, had furprifed the French

fleet, then deftitute of foldiers, and took pofleffior
of it. Louis was afterwards defeated by him,
and, not being able to recoper his veflels, was
glad to efcape in a fingle boat..

This difgraceful flight, inftead of depreffing,
ftimulated the {pirit of this general ; the firft reverfes
are always the moft falutary, their impreflions
being the moft durable. Louis, while recolleéting
his own, thought it incumbent on him,’ by his fu-
ture conduét, to obliterate them from the memory

of others, With 32 veflels, of which ninc were '
~ vremarkable for their fize, and having under him

OTthon Aporne* and Cuaries Gemeaux; the
former commanding the Genoefe, and the latter
the French, he cruized off Guernfey. Near this
ifland, he encountered an Englifh fleet of 46 vel-
fels, conduéted by Rosert D’ArTto1s; the enemy
difpofed themfelves in order of battle with the more
alacrity as they had the advantage of the wind;t
they immediately came to cléfe fighting, and pro-
ceeded to board each other, when the ation was
bloody in the extreme. The Countefs of MonT-
yorT, who was on board one of the Englith fhips,

¢ was,”

* And not Othon de Horn, as fome writers have fuppo(cd’.
D’ Argentré fays, that Louis p’Espacxe embarked with M.
Othen Adorne, Captain of the Genoefe. L. V.C. IL

t Acqord;x:s to Froiffard, the crews exclaimed, ¢ Gentle.
“¢ men, arm and prepare yourfelves, for fee here, the Genoefe and *
« the Spaniards coming!’* ¢ Then,’’ continues this hiftorian,
“¢ the Englifh foundec their trumpets, and difplayed their pen.
“ nons to the wind; and getting ready their arms with the
< banner, they ordered it well and wifely."
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“ w?," fays Froissarp, * as ferviceable asa man,
¢ for fhe had the heart of a lion, and, with an old
¢ but fharp fword, fought moft fiercely.”* The
fight continved unul the fleets were feparated by
the night, during which, a violent ftorm, which
greatly endangered the Englifh, and drove their
adverfaries towards the coaft. of Bifcay.t

The day after this affair, Louis p’Eseance cap-
tured four veflels laden with warlike ftores. His
activity was equal to his bravery. Soon after, he
cruized diligently at the entrance of the channel,

-with a fquadron of ciﬁtt allies, 13 barks, and 30
- other vellels,comman

d by Spanithand Genoefe. ]
This operation highly prejudiced the Englifh
fleets, and totally interceptedsthe communication
irgly with the fiege

of Vannes, they fuffered their fl
great meafure, furprifed at Morbi
which Epwarp had been on board, with great
difficulty elcaped the enterprifing Louis, who,
however, funk three, and captured four veffels.
Epwarp was amply indemnified for thefe checks,
by the fignal and unexpetied victory at Crecy.
The reduclion of Calais was the moft important
confequence. Heblocked up this towh by fea, with

« fleet of 738 veflels,|| of which only twenty-five,
; 4223 and

g : * Froiff. cap. XCII.

+ Of the reft, the e weighed anchor and ftood out to
fea, for they had very h:g“:o:fcls, which the Englith had not,
fo that they could better

of the fea. Id. Frouf.

1 D’ Avgentré ftates the number to have been 100 gallies,
three row barges, and 3o other veflels. ZIf, de Bretagne,
1. ViC.OWE

§ So that the Englifh could have neither 'mtelliﬁe,-nm
afl:ftanee fiom their country, which might-not have inter-
cepted by the Spaniards. D’ Argent. id.

|| According to a Ratement *preferved in the Tower of Lon.
don, and publithed by Hakeluy, Lrdiard, &c.
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and manned by 486 failors, belonged to the king.
_The city of London furnified him with the like
number of Ships.  Dartmouth fupphed 31; and
Yarmouth 43; the remainder of the fleet was
furnifhed by the other commercial towns of the
kingdom), in proportion to theirrefpettive abilities,
In the account of the expences of this armament,
no mention is made of a charge for freight, pro-
bably none was demanded: however, conliderable
_ it had been, it would never have jindemnified the
merchants for the interruption of their commerce.
Thefe naval forces were not colletted” without
painful exertions, .and, a few ycars after the fur-
render of Calais, Epwarp found himfelf entirely
deftitute. Jean, though more unfuccefsful than his
father, threatened, however, on fucceeding him, to
take vengeance upon the Englifh for'.all their ill
conduét, Histdverfary did not behold, without
inquictude, his maritime preparations, and, in or-
derto guard againt their deftruélive confequences,*
he had then no other refource, than to order nearly
all the veflels, in the different ports to be drawn
afhore, and to fuffer no fhips to put to fea, sbut
4hofe who were fully capable of delending them-
felves. This mealure clearly proves the weaknefs of
his marine at that period, and thews the fuperiority
of the French, which, neverthelefs, could not
refift the good fortune of Epwarp, and the ability
of his fon, the conqueror at Poiters. «
But, inexhauftible in its refources, France had
only
% Inaletter of the 8ch of July, 1355, addrefled to the
principal fea-port towns; he exprefles himfelf in the following
terms:  ““ Pro certo didifcimus inimici noftre Francie cum galas
et navibus proficifcuntur ad navigum nofirum comburendum,

deftruendum et regnum, fi poterunt, invadendum, &c, MSC. in
the Tower of London,
E
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only to change her ruler, to fee the late reverfes,
fuccceded by a profperity, which neighbouring \
{tates have never ceafed to envy. The Fiench,
governed by Cuarres V. were no longer- thofé
who fought under the banners of Puriirre pe Va-
1015, and of Jeax. Of this Epwarp was foon
convinced; a fruitlefs attempt which he made to
burn the town of Harfleur, firft announced to him
a change of fortune: however, about the fame
time, he OXigcd the Flemings to fue for peace, in
confequende of a compleat vittory, gained by the
Farl of Herrrorp, overthe united fleets of Bruges,
Y-pres, and Ghent, under the command of Pi-
TRESONN.

The confideration of this fuccels, and the con-
fidence which this Prince had in his Naval force,
induced himto makean attempt to relieve Rochelle ;
and accordingly, he difpatched to that quarter, a
fleet under the command of the Earl of Pemsroke.

. This town was blocked up by fea by 49 large fhips,

and 13 light veflels, with which Hexwry, king of
Caftile, had furnifhed Cuarces V. For thele,
the latter paid to Amsroise pe Boccanecri, (to
whofe dire€tions they were confided,) the fum of
600 florins dor, per month, for each veflel from
5010 200 tons, and carrying 100 foldiers, purfu-
ant to a former ftipulation.* At the fight of the
Englifh. armament, the Spaniards, who were then
the ableft feamen in Europe, took advantage of
the wind, and the tide being favourable, they “fell
upon the enemy, who'yiclded after a fpirited refift-
ance, The vittory was complete; a number of
vellels were captured, and feveral others funk ;

: among

* ‘Made between Puivirre D§ Varors and Gretes pe

/ BoccaneGre, Admiral of Caftile, 25th of January, 1346.“
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NAVAL POWER OF ENGLAND. 35

among the latter, was onec, on board which was

the pay of the troops in Poitou and Xaintogne.*
The conquelt of thefe two provinces, was the

refult of thiis victory, of ‘which the Spaniards had

. all the honour; they haltened to carry the intel-

ligence to their own country, and, at the fame
time, they took with them, as prifoners, the Eng-
lith officers, and  their commander, the Earl of
PEMBROKE.

In afew days after their departure, Yvain pE
Gavves appeared. He had come from an expe-
dition againft Guernfey. - This ifland, Herfci and
Aurigni, were the fole poffeflions which remained
to the Englith in Normandy. With refpeét to
thefe, the weaknefs of the French marineé, as
well as the intereft of their commerce, affured
them, that they fhould amply indemnify themfelves,
in time of peace, forany loffes fuftained on their
account during war. Thefe confiderations appear
to have always prevented the adoption of effectual
meafures for defltroying thofe receptacles of fmug-
lers and pirates, and too frequently cven of per-
fons efcaped from the fword of juftice!  Perhaps
Y vaix entertained the projeét of rendering himfelf -
fovereign of thefe ifles, as anindemnification for
the principality of Wales, which Epwaro had
ufurped from Avmax, the father of this com-
mander, who had entered into the fervice of

“France, where he “was highly diftinguifhed.
Luarces V. fupported the enterprize, and towards

carrying it into effe€t, furnifhed g00e men, and a

“number of fhips fitted out at Harfleur.” The defcent

was fuccelsful ; thofe iﬂ;ndcrs who endeavoured
' : to

{ ¢

* Froifl. chap. CCCIL CCCIV. This battle was fought
23d. June, 1372, '
E 2
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torefift it, wer¢ completely routed, and-more
_than half of them killed on the fpot. . The whole
sfland then fubmitted, except the caftle of Cornet,
which, being furrounded by the fea, and fituated
on arock, refifted all attacks, and was in vain
attempted by affault.

Cuarirs had difpatched orders to Yvain pe
GAvies, toraife the fiege, and repair immediately
to Spain, in order to procure the Naval force ne-
ceflary to aft againft Rochclle. This confifted
of 40 large veflels, 13 barges, and cight gallics.*
Ropricue 1e Roux, Admiral of Callile, com-
manded them. He cafily yielded to the wifhes of
France, and commenced the blockade of this
town. Yvaiy, who accompanied him, being
apprifed that great preparations were made by
e Buen, near Soubife, he entered the Charente
with a number of barges, put his men on fhore,
furprifed this famous general, and compelled him
to furrender.  Senfibly affeéted with this difalter,
Epwarp refolved, in the hope of repairing it, to
take the field at the head of his troops; he em-
barked with an army of 13000 men, and projetted
the retaking of Rochelle, which had, about that
time, furrendered, and alf® of relieving Thouars. .
But, after firuggling nine ‘wecks againft contrary”
. winds, his fleet was under the neceflity of Telgn-

ing into port. It was at this junélure, that’this

prince, being convinced of the fuperior wifdom
and policy of Cuarres V. who, without expofing
his perfon, cither by Sea or land, triumphed in .
the recefles of his cabinet ; exclaimed, “ There never
“ was a king lefs formidable in arms,—but, never

¢ did any king give me {o much trouble!” The
Y 88 B
om

« * Froflaed, chap. CCCVI. In the fequel of this chapter,
this hiftorian mentions only 14 lavge fhips, and aight gallies,

~-

tomb"
lowed
the C:
RAND
by Jx
peare
force
Frenc
made
parts
aleng
the te
Daru
made
pE N
part
Dowi
the ki
inhal
fleets
mpr
the v



-

NAVAL POWER OF ENGLAND, 37

tomb was the only afylum which fortune now al-
lowed to Epwarp. He had fcarcely expired, than
the Caftilian fleet, under the command of Fer-~
RAND DE Saussk, reinforced by 120 veflels, led
by Jean pe Vienxg, Admiral of France, ap-
peared on the coafts of England, ad landing a
force at Rye, they plundered the town. The
French, in conjunttion with their allics, afterwards
made a defcent upon the Ifle of Wight, many
parts of which, they alfo pillaged. In proceeding
aleng the neighbouring coafts, they approached
the towns of Lyme, Plymouth, Penfance, and
Dartmouth, ‘which, notwithftanding the cfforts
made by the Earl of Savissury and Guirtame
pE Moxtacu'to repell them, they fet on fire: a
part of the town of Pool* meta fimilar fate, and
Dover narrowly efcaped it.  After appearing before
the laft mentioned town, and having thrown the
inhabitants into the greateft alarm, the.combined
fleets of France and Spain retired, lcaving terrible
impreflions of anexpedition, which fhewed how far,
the union of thefe two powers could be deftruttive
to Great Britain.

In the commencement of his réign, Epwarp
had fo greatly abufed his authority, inf{eizing thofe
vellels which were neceflary. for his frequent ex-
peditions,t that his fucceflor, Ricuarp 11, found

it

"* The names of thefe towns are altered in the text of
Froiffard, ¢. CCCXXVII. ‘Thefe faults will doubtlefs be
correted in the fine edition, now in prefs at Louvre; the ma-

nagement of which is entrufted to M. Dacier, of the Academic -

des Belles Lettres, an enlightened fcholar, and judicious critic.

t+ In 1530, Epwarp iven orders to collect from all the
“ports, and in all places ﬁtuatcdg on the coaft, all perfons capable
of manning the veflels defigned to tranfport troops to Guyenne;
to detain all the fhips which they judi:d mﬁropcr and neceflary,
and in cafe they were laden with merc fes, to unload them,

and fend the veffels to Portfmouth. MS. ltter of ‘this Prince,
among the records in the Tower of London,

L]
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it impratticable to collet a flcct capable of aveng-
ing the infults of the French., In vain did the
Parliament complain of this decay of the marine;
the means of reftoring it, did not then exift, and
it was cflimated, that formerly, a fingle port could
furnifh a gréater number of veffels than were at
that period in the whole kingdom. The country
was alfo defolated by the plague, and the incurfions
of the Scots, filled up the meafure of its evils ; com-
merce was entirely interrupted, and manufattures
laid afide. In order to compenfate for thefe de-
ficiences, Ricuarp conceived the projeét of laying
onduties; or rather, to impofe a tribute on all
veflels, whether touching on the coafls, or pafling
through the adjoining ftreights, or latitudes.* This
tyrannical impofition, neceflarily incenfed all the
commercial people in Europe, againft this Prince,
in confequence of which, as will fhortly appear,
they eagerly concurred in the views of France.

In order to fecond }hcm, the Scots armed for
cruizing. One of their Corfaires, named Mxrcer,
rendered himfelf formidable, by capturing a great
number of veflelsin the Englifh {cas.” The govern-
ment were unable to ftophis carcer, when a pri-
vate merchant of London, ﬁloux Puivror, fingly,
venturedto undertake it at his own expence, and
fucceeded. At his return, this generous citizen
was rewarded only by imprifonment, and a fub-
- fequent profecution, for acting without being re-
gularly commiffioned; however, his defence fo
atfeéied his Judges, thit they not only acquitted
him, but highly praifed his condu&t. Our fervices
to our country are always repaid, when it makes
reparation for its injuftice, or even acknowledges
to have wronged us.

It

2

* Jigity VI. D, §f
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NAVAL POWER OF ENGLAND, 39

1t was more difficult to repell the S.pamards, who
mfelted every part ofie coall of England. Being
joined by the French and Scots, their (uculﬂ.

vellels, in a manner, furropfied England, and
{carcely any thing iffuing from her ports could
efcape. A fleet was ient out to oppofe them,
whole operations were confined to deftroyinga few
of their fhips upon the Irith coafts. This was a

Amuluphul in proportion to t}%numbt rs. Their

" poor retaliation for all the Englifh had fuffered,

particularly, aconfiderable check which the Earl
of Aruxpkr had received, while going to victual
Cherbourg. When they had completely fcoured
the fea, they landed in feveral parts of the kingdom :
Winchelfea fell a prey to them; they firlt plun-

dered, and afterwards abandoned it to the flames.
A new difafter, about this time, had ncarly
finifhed the ruin of the Englifh marine.  The fqua-
dron of the Earl of Aruxpri, while conveying
aflitancc to the Duc pe Breracye, wasaflailed by
a violent tempeft, which drove him on the coalt
of Ircland, where he perifhed with 25 veflels.
Deprived of this affiftance, the Earl of Buckixc-
pam,and Hexry Percy Earlof NorTHuMaERLAND,
were conftrained to embark privately with the
force under their command, at Sandwich, initead
of the ufual place, Dover, with the view of avoid- -
ing the enemy, who blocked up ncarly all the
ports, and whofe vigilance was fuch, as to render
entirely ufelefs the fmall number of veflels which
they could oppofe to them.*  The French, about
this period, renewed their treaty with Jean, king
. of

* Walfingham fays, that the Earl of Buckincuam failed
from Saudwich, ¢ propter gallos obfervantes maris femitas et
projpter pauctatem mavum gue non plures excis  tranfuchire
peterant p. 269,

V/\ '
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of Calftile, an ally, as faithful, asferviceable. He
engaged to furnifh 20 veflels, well armed, to
Cuarres V. who flipulated to pay him for each,
1200 livres per mgath. It was agreed that the
Admiral fhould bclgr)anifh, but under the orders
of the latter prince; it was further agreed, that the
flags and naval enfigns of this fleet, fhould, the
one half bear the arms of Caftile, and the other
thofe of France. The taking of the l{les of Wight,
Jerfey, and Guernfey, was the firft objeét of the
armament; this was not attempted, perhaps on ac-
count of the Earl of Buckincuam’s arrival. To
the enterprifes of this general, Cuarces V. oppoled
his ufual prudence, which was always ultimately
fuccefsful.  After having expelled the Englifh
from almoft every part of his kingdom, and crufhed
their naval power, this truly politic prince expired,*
after having attained the acme of real glory, that,
in which fortune could claim no fhare.

The regency of Cuarres VI. in order to give™
the youthful Ricuarp employment in his own
ifland, refolved to fend thither, the Admiral Jrax
vr Vienne, with a body of troops, deftined for the
afliftance of the Scots.  Although the want of
vellels wasthen great in England, they, neverthe-
lefs, found meansto put to fea, a fquadron of con-
fiderable ftrength; and had prepared a veffel full
of pitch,t and carrying linen bags impregnated
with fulphur, for the purpofe of fetting fire to the
French fléet, which, in confequence of a tempelt,
clcaped that calamity; it would have becn the
more unavoidable, as it was the firft time fuch fire

fhips were ufed.t  Compelled to lie at anchor in
thcir

* The 16th of September, 1380. + Fuvenal des Urfins, p. 47-
1 The firework-boats which were ufed before that period,
for throwing IWVild-fire, &c, had moft probably given the idea
. tothe Englith, "
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NAVAL POWER OF ENGLAND, 41

their ports, they could not put to fea again, or
cffeét u landing in Scotland, unul the florms had
fubfided. .

During the time the French were in this king-
dom, the. Duke of Laxcaster made great efforts
to obtain pofleflion of Ceflile. 'Whether to take
advantage of his ab®nce, or to oblige him to
abandon that enterprize, Cuaries VI. revived
the project, which his father formerly entertained,
but from which he was diffuaded by the advice
of Ovrivir pe Crisson, namely,.an invafion of
England. Naval preparations, cqually great and
cxpenfive, forthwith aftonifhed Europe.  Of thefe,
however, France became the firfl victim. Loaded
beyond fufferance, with taxes, the people contri-
buted to it, in a proportion equal to the fourth,
or even the third part of the produce of the land.
The nobility, and perfons of confideration, ex-
haufted their fortuncs on this occafion, by vying
with each other in magnificent expenditure.
Painted veflels, with gilt mafls, and filken fails,
were numerous. The foldiers, the arms, and the
provifions, abounded to fuperfluity. It was cal-
culated, that about 1500 vellels were furnifhed by
the various commercial countries, from the extre-
mity of the Baltic to the Streights of Gibraltar.
Never did France pollels fo numerous a fleet, or
difplay preparations fo formidable.* The Hal-
landers, and the Zcalanders were enriched by the
freight alone, which they prudently infifted fhould

‘ : be

* Ever fince God created the world, there were never feen
fo many fhips, or large veflels together, ******%* from the port
of Seville, to the coalt of Pruffia, there was not left on the
fea, one large veflel that was not at the fervice of France,

l"o% t Ill. Ce XXXVL
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42 HISTORY OF THE PROCRESS OF THE

be paid in advance.* The walling, or enclofure
of a town was conftrufled in Bretagne, of timber ;
it was framed in diftinct pieces, and intended to
be put together, as foon as they had effetted their
landing; its length was 3000 paces, the heighth
20; atintervals of 12 feet, were fmall turrets 10
feet higher, capable of containing ten men cach,
antd defignedor the defence of this portablc fortrefs.
If, i the prefent age, we have not contrived
thc like, at lcaft, we have had the idea of prames .
ol Scaphander, &c.  Always enthufiaftic in pro-
jeéts, and approaching almoft to delirium, with
refpett to the means of carrying them into execu-
tion: recafon,—experience,—cvery confideration
was borfie down by the effeét of national charatter!
The molt lively alarm, at firlt prevailed in Eng.-

~land. #The people flocked to the churches, and

their cagernefs for proceffions, and other religious
ceremonids, indicated more of confternation t@\
“of ciy.. Thole, alone, whofe circumftances were
embarraffed, anticipated the event with pleafure;;
when _ preffed by their creditors, they replied,

B Hold your tongues! you fhall* be paid with

« Frénch florins!”  They indulged themfelves to
extravagance, and were eager to contraét new
debts. “When cenfured for their diffipation, they
argued thus: % It is furely bgtter that we fhould
¢ enjoy the good things of thﬁ country, than that
¢ the French thould p()ﬂ(‘fa them.” ¢ On thefe
& sromnds,” adds Froiffard, * many perfons in
¢ Lngland were profufc in the-extreme.” :
n

% But the Hollanders, and Zealanders, -when they had been
{evied and retained, faid, If you want us to be yours, and to
have ove fervices, pay us in hard cafh, otherwife we fhall, rot
{l r. They were uwrdmglv fo.paid, before they fet out; ba-

ing unwilling, elfe, to leave xhurhnrboun, or their houfcs, and

in which gw\ were wife,  Irgf. s .
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Inthe mean e, thc,l\mwdum thoughdivided by
factions, w d\p@(l inare lpgdablt ftatc of defence,
in confequence of the prudent meafures taken by
the council of Riciiarp.  Individual animofitics
were laid afide, and the common fafety alone at-

“tended to.  Although the nobility diftinguifhed

themfelves, by their zeal on this occafion; the
great body of the people were not affeéted in the
like magner. They jultly complained of the im-
menfe ‘d of taxes, amounting to two millions
of flori®s d'or, which almoft crufhcd them. It
¢ is neceflary,” faighthey, ¢ that thofe great folks

* ¢ fhould defend our inheritance, and property, as.

¢ well as their own; we are their fervants; we till
¢ their lands, and labour to produce thofe gocd
¢ things on which they live; we maintain them,
« and are as bealls, whlch”hey ftrip to the fkin.
¢ In fhort, if England fhould be ruined, they
“ would be much greater lofers than we.”*  Not-
withftanding thofe complaints, which their diftreffes,
in the firfl inflance, excited, but which a genuine

~ love for their country, foon Ttifled in the breafts of
~a brave and generous people, the Englith made

powerful efforts, as well as with refpeét to raifing
moncy, as-in fitung out vellels, and levying
troops.

During this mtcrval the Conftable v Cussox,
failed from Treguir, with a fquadron of 72 veflels,
which were overtaken by a tempeft, in which

.many perifhed; and others were captured by the

enemy. This officer arrived at the port of L'Eclufe,
after encountering many dangers. The king re-
ceived him with kindnef§, and declared, he had
the expedition warmly at\heart.  The Southerly

winds

nale

* Froiff. id. chap, XLI, ;
Fa

{
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winds detained it, ncarly until the arrival of the
Duc de Beriy. This prince, ufed every argument
to diffuade .Cuaries VI. from the undertaking;
but in faft, the feafon was too far advanced;
and the ftorms, which began to be fenfibly felt,
were much to be dreaded. However, if the
Duke had not fo protracted his arnival, the arma-
ment could have found a favourable opportynity
for failing; added to this, the paffage was fo very.
fhort, that, on quitiing the port, the coafts of
England were gil'cernablc. Although Froi/fard
endeavours to exculpate his prince, it is certain

his excufes were very ill received by the army.* -

+ He was even charged with having, threugh jea-
loufy, catifed the failure of an enterprife, the pre-
parations for which, colt the State, nearly, the
immenfe fum .of three millions,t which was, in
confequence, expended without the leaft advantage.
All the provilions were either rendered ufelefs,
or neceflarily fold at a very low price; a part of
the famous portable fortrefs, fell ifito the hands of
the Englifh; and Cuaries made a prefent of the
remainder, to his uncle the Duc de Bourcocyk.

A univerfal joy prevailed in England, when it
was known the French had poltponed their expedi-
tion to the following ycar, 1387. Inefleét, it was
wholly @bandoned, and Ricuarp, having nothing
further to dicad, gave, on the Chriltmas-day, a
fumptuous fe’e, at which he created three Dukes.
‘T'he nobility, &c. who had been ftationed to guard

the G

* And the excufes were apparently vain and frivolous.—
"The manners of the Duc de Berry, were as mockeries and
infults, which rendered the people very ill fatisfied ; and they
fpoke loudly againit them. Juven des 67 ns, p. §8.

+ Thus they abandoned the voyage for that feafon; which
soit the kingdom of France 3o times 100.000 francs.

Frayf. p. 1. chap, XL1V,
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ihe ports, bor cmploved in the defence of the
coalts, were invited, and every where reccived
with the greateft applaufe. The Earl of Arvxpe:,
feemed willing folely to engrofs them, by his at-
tacking, ncar the entrance of the Thames, a great
number of French vellels: they had pafled the race
of St. Matthieu in Brétagne, and aftegwards coalted
that province, and Normandy,lgcl'ur%cy doubled
the ftreights of Calais, which fhews ™\ very {light
improvements Navigation had then received.
Thole veflels which wére laden with wine, and
condufted by Jean pe Bucc, did not, in gencral,
furrender to the Englifh fhips of war until after a
long refiftance. This was one of the firlt occa-
fions on which artillery was ulfed. Fra%ard in-
forms us, that the French Admiral had three can-
nons, which threw ftones of fuch a fize and weight,
that where they fell, they did great damage.* The
Rochellois, who had ful{aincd the greatelt lofs in
in this affair, wilhed to retaliate, but the Earl . of
Aruxpei, being apprifed of the dci))armrc of their
gallies, - furnifhed with artillery, by the orders
of Louis pE Sancerre, weighed anchor, and put
to Sea. * They followed him with cannons,” adds
the hiftorian already cited, and purfued him for
the fpace of two leagues.t Thefe circumfitances
fix the epoch of the general ufage of artillery, at
the commencement of the reign of Cuarces VI.
It appears alfo, that cannon were ufed in another
attion, where the French had a decided advantage.

The gentlemen of Normandie, regretting the in-.

utility of the preparations at L’Eclule, fought an
opportunity to retrieve the national glory, “and
fitted out a {quadron at their own expence.  The
Englifh being informed of their projett, put to
ca

* Froiff. p. 111, chap, L1I, - + Id, chap, CXXXV.

)
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fca with a confiderable number of veflels, and,
without delay, encountered the enemy.  Equally
jealous, and cager to fignalize themlelves, they
proceeded to engage; the French immediately
boarded, got pofleflion of the Englifh veffels, and
gained a complete viclory.* Sau\ﬁcd with the
cargoes of their prizes, the vi€tors difplayed their
uuxuohu, in fending back on his ‘parole, and
without ranfom, Hucit Srexcer, who commanded
the Englifh fleet.

In the mean timey, Cuarces VI, had not aban
doned his projett of a defcent upon England, . of
which the fuccefs feemed to be affured by the vio-
lent commoyons which then agitated that kingdom.
This prince fitted out two new fleets; one at Tre-
guir, the other at Harfleur, and appointed the
Conftable pe Curissox, and the Admiral bpe
Viexye to command them. The firlt, joined to.
a long experience, and great reputation in the
profcffion of arms, a lively and ipveterate hatred
againft the Englifh.t | The fecoffd had exerted
himfelf With fuccefs, under the pfeceding .reign,
towards the reftoration of the Frepch marine; he
kpew England by perfonal ecxperience, havmg
made therein feveral fuccefsful defcents, and when
fent to the afliftanee of the Scots, he carried the

‘war almoft into the heart of the country. This laft

mentioned officer, uniformly infifted, that the
. Englifh were moft vulnerable in their‘own ifland.
Cuarwes, therefore, could not have feleted better
commanders for his naval armament; but unfor-

; tunately,

* The Englith were difcomfited, and almoft all killed, and
thrown into the fea, &c. _Fuven, des Urfms, p. 69.

+ Infa&t, M. OL§th ps Crisson did nothing, night or

day » but centrive hop he could get out to vex and annoy the

Evglith, Froyf, ¢, LXIV
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winately, the Duc de Bretacxy, taking umbraﬂc
at the Conftable, had him arrefted, “hl(h cauﬁd

the expedition to be laid afide. Perhaps, notwith-~

ftanding this unforefeen event, it would not have
fucceeded, as neither the winds nor the weather
were favourable. Thefe eflential circumftances
are never fufhmeml) confidered in enterprifes of
this defcription, "becaufe, after having confumed
the moft favourable feafon of the year, in exten-

W( preparations, we are unwilling to forego all
the fruits of them. .

The reign of Hexry IV, lefs unfortunate than
_that of his predeceflor, Ricuarp, who was flain
hréthc hands of rufhans, could not, however, be

mpt from troubles. The-Englifh allowed not
this prince to apply himfelf fcrlouﬂ) to the re-cfta-
blifhment of his marine. Cne expedition to the
coafts of Bretagne, alone rccallcd to mind, that
fome fhips ftill remained i land Commerce
wasentirely negletted, and maritime opera-
tions were confined to cruxzmg, a fquadron of thefe
-erujzers* was encountered at the point of St. Mat-
thicu, by 15 veflels, which fome perfons of condi-
tion, in Bretagne, had fitted out at Morlaix; after a
day's purfuit,the Englifh were brought to attion,in
which they loft fix light veffels, on¢ carrack, and

~ g000men. About the fame time, GigsetT pE Fre-

" TN, a gentleman of Gafcogne, who refufed to take
the oath of allegiance to Henry, put to fea with two
veffels, which he had eduiped, and feverely galled
the Englifh; this broke the truce which that prince
had concluded with France.

Clmnu:s, however, had much to complain of

N his

* The ﬁngli(h, who were at fea in great numbers, on :hc
lgok put for-Merchant’s fhips, like pirates and feomerers of the
fea,  En Gwrrand de Monftrelet, Chren, chap, VII,
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his enemy ; diﬂraéicd by muscrous l'..('liom and
itill more by his inl’ e, he authorifed #!! thole

hoflile opcraunn". rather to indicate his \.xlh for,
than in the hope of, obiaining vengeance.  With
this view, he furnifticd atiiftance, 1 troops and
fhipping, to the Comie de St. Por, who had
married a maternal filer of Riciianp Il and was
anxious to obtain {ausfaction for the death of that
\unhapp) prince. The Comte failed from Har-
fleur, and landed on the Iile of Wight, feveral
parts of which were plundered; but fuffering him-
felf to be amufed by the ighabitants, until the arrival
of affiftance; he was obliged to withdraw from the
ifland.*

The Duc p’Orreans marched an army into
Acquitaine, and laid fiege to Blaye and Bourg
Jur wier; while Pierre pE Brasraxt, furnamed
Crucner, cruized at the entrance of the Gironde,
with a fquadron of 27 fail. The latter commanded
as Admiral of France, an office, gencrally ob-
tained by merit, but for which £e was indebted lefs
to his talents and experience, than to the favour of
the Duke, and the money which he had paid to
Ricxavrr or Trirtorefign it.  CLucNET, how-
ever, conduéted himfelf with a confiderable de-
aice of refolution in an engagement, which would
have remaincd indecifive, had not a French veffel,
on board which were many perfons of rank, fallen
inthe hands of- the enemy. The Admlral was
fhortly ovlized by the ngl ifh, to take refuge near
thetown, and afjerwards, the French army were
led 1o vaife the feige of the above mentioned

compu 1
place:.t
Tlos advantaoe is not fufhicient to prove that the

Enghifh

* Monfrclet, c. XX,
Manfivelet, ¢o XXVIii. XXVIII,
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F.nolifh were then fuperior to the French in the
naval line.  They could not prevent the.igyter
from affording afliftance to Owey GrexpowER,
who, being chofen leader of the rebellious Welch,
was afterwards declared their Sovercign, He
treated with Cuarcres VI in that capacity, and
made an alliance with him.*  JacQues pe Bour-
son, Comte de La Marcug, intended to pafs into
Wales, with abody of auxiliary troops, but was
prevented, by contrary winds, from doubling the
Lizard point; he, however, deftroyed Plymouth,
after feizing a number of trading veflels which he
found in that port. The Marecnar pe Moxt-
smoRENCE was more fortunate ; at the head of 12000
men, he landed near Harefort, which town he de-
ftroyed. The French afterwards, being joined by
their new allies, penetrated into the interior of
England, and ravaged the whole country, as far
as Winchefter,t where the Engliflk army, com-
manded by Hexry in perfon, {ftopped their pro-
grefs, and compelled them to return to their own
country.

This prince was ftill more fuccefsful in repelling
the Bretons, who, at the inftigation of Owriver
pe Cuisson, guardian of the young Duke, Pierry
pe Moxtrort, inceflantly harraflfed with their
cruifers, the commerce of England, and ravaged
its coafts. Inthe ycar 1403, they effetied a de-

{cent

* The revolt of the Welch having taken place in 1400, the
French made preparations the following year. to fupport them;
but the treaty was not figned until the 14th of July, 1404, nor
ratified by Owew, until the 12th of January, 1405. Rymer,
p- ‘365, 389. tom. VIII. In the laft mentioned year, the
Maréchal de MoxTmorexer, paffed into Wales,

t Monfirelet, chap, XIX,
G
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{cent, and committed the greatcft exceffes, in the
Weftern parts of that Ifland. The year follow-
ing, after having, with a fquadron of 30 veflels,
captured 41 of the Englifh, they plundered Jerfey,*
and made an attempt upon Portland, where they
were defeated, and a number of them fell into the™
hands of the enemy, by whom they were detained. T
About the fame time, London being afflicted with
the plague, the king wifhed to go by lea to Norfolk,’

from his retirement at Leeds caftle ;T when four™

vellels, on board which his fuite were embarkéd,
were captured by the*Bretons, and the fifth, in
which was Hexry himfelf, with much difficulty
efcaped. Inflamed by the fpirit of vengeance,
this prin.ce direfted his whole force againft the in-
habitants of the little ifland of Brehat, the ordinary
retreat of thefe cruizers. . He refufed to include 1t
in the truce which he made with Brétagne;§ and
fitted out againft them a fquadron, of which he
gave the command to the Earl of Kext., This
officer chafed the Breton privateers into their retreat,
attacked the town of Brehat, and carried it by an
}ﬂ'ault, which, however, was fatal to himfelf.

This conqueft, and the capture of fome trading
veffels, were not fufficient to gratify the ambition
of Hexry IV, He was preparing to pafs into
- France, when death obliged him to leave the exe-
cution of hisextenfive projeétsto his fon, Henry V.
This fortunate prince found himfelf at the head of
a great and powerfal army, but he had not a fuffi-
;% cient

* D' Awgentre. 1. X, ¢. V. It appears t}b}t this action

was one of thofe, of which we bave already Hpoken, The™

hiftorian of Brétagne, neverthele(s, differs from the others in
fome particulars, whichleads vs to fufpeét the contrary.
t+ Rymer, t. VILL p. 357,
1 Near Maidftone, in Kent. 'l]ranﬂmr.
§ The auth of July, 1407. Rymer, t. V1L p. 8go,
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cient number of veflelsto tranfport them.  Onthis
occalion, recourfe was had to the Hollanders and
Zealanders, from whom he hired the fhipping
neceflary for the purpofe.* |

The celebrated viftory at- Agincourt, was the
firlt exploit of the Englifh conqueror; happy, had
he not tarnifhed his glory by an aét of unexampled
cruclty.t Toenfanguine the melancholy triumphs
of vittory, istooutrage fortune; fhe did not,how-
ever, caufe Hexry to expiate his barbarity, The
French laid fiege to Harfleur, while. their flect,
commanded by the Vicomte de Narponxe,

blocked up that important place by fea. The Spa-,

niards and the Genoele, always the faithful allies
of France, evenin the time o‘y its greateft reverles,
fupplied her with their beft fhips. Searcely had
the Englifh fleet, compofed of 300 fail, and under

the command of the Duke of Beprorp, brother of ’

the king, appeared, than the French Admiral
gave the fignal for battle. The largeft vellels hav-
mg advanced with too much impetuofity, and, not
preferving their line, were immediately cut offand
taken. Notwithftanding this lofs, the reft made
a {pirited refiftance, and yielded only to the good
ortune of Hexry; his vittory was complete, the
Frenchloft many {hips and a great number of men. };

' The

* 1In order to procure fhipping to tranfport his troops, he fent
agents into Holland and Zralagnd, who,Po:;n; acc;z(:t” of their
affuring thofe, to whom thefaid fhips belonged, of their being
well paid, were ifed, that, whatever they ftood in need
of, fhould be delivered to them.  Monfrelet, chap. CV1,

+ In juftice to the charalter of the heroic Prince in queftion,
we cannot avoid obferving, that the French compiler adduces
no authority in fupport of this affertion, and even omits to_ftate

what the altion was, Tranflator.
I Alﬂ"/?rd(', Ce ch. POl}dWC Virg. lo xxllo Po “9-
G2
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The following ycar, 1417, the Englifh again
defeated, at the entrance of the Seine, the French
flect, under the command of Jean pe Grimavpir,
who had brought from Genoa, a reinforcement of
cight gallies, and the fame number of carracks.
Thefe laft, for a long time fuftained the efforts of
the encmy. Laurent FocrierTa, who com-
manded one of them, defended himfell againit
feven veflels.  He would, at length, have been
compelled to yield, had not onc of his failors had
the addrefs to cut the grappling irons which were
thrown on his fhip; but the greater part of the
carracks furrendered, and ferved the Englith as
models, to conftruct veffels of a force and fize,
till then unknown.* However, thofe were not
brought into attion, becaufe the deplorable ftate
to which France was reduced, did not permit her
to difpute the empire of the feas with an enemy,
at that time as victorious in her interior parts,
and inceflantly following up its advantages.
She would foon have changed her rulers, had
Fortune given to Hexry, a fucceflor capable of
finifhing the work.  The unfortunate prince al-
luded to, after having made fome fruitlefs attempts
to wrelt the crown of France from Cuaries VI
was himfelf dethroned.

Too fortunate in afcending a throne, which his
predeceffors had found inftable, and expelling the
/Englifh from his kingdom, Cuaries made but

Jone effort to difturb them in their own country.
In the year 1457, he authorifed the equipment
of two {quadrons, onc of which proceeded to ra-
vage the coalts of Cornwall; the other, more con-

fiderable, was under the orders of Pierre pe
Bresk,

* Et propter coram maves feait Rex, fiert naves guula nom
erant in myindo.  Hackluyt, Pars, L, p. 185,
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Brrcr, grand Sencfchal of Normandie; it was col-
feéted at Harfleur and at Eurrc; a number of the
Nobleffe, ‘and people of condition, of that pro-
vince embarked therein.  Having arrived at
Sandwich-bay, the Senefchal made a favourable
landing, and after a fpirited refiftance on the part
of the inhabitants, carried the town; it was aban-
doned to pillage, but the places of worfhip were
refpetled, and no att of violence, or cruclty, dif-
graced the conqueror.  He found in the port three
{hips of war, one carrack, and a number of trad-
ing vellels, which, together with his booty, he
braught away.* Thefe expeditions might be re-
garded mercely as flight reprifals, in which Cuarves
himfelf took but little intereft,\he preferred tran-
quillity, while the Nobleffe b
vengeance. This inclination, frequently renders
Sovereigns juft.—Ricuarp, Dyke of York, hav-
ing revolted againft Henry VI, entreated affift-
ance from the French monarch; but the latter re-
jetted his advantageous offers,t which it was4o
cafy for ambition, and fo gratifying to hatred to
avail itfelf of.

It would not have beendifficult for Cuarves VII.
to have carried the war into England, as fhe was
then deftitute of her natural defence, a refpeftable
marine; but retaliation ceafes to be juitihable,
where it is no longer neceffary. It would have
been fufficient to punifh the Englifh corfairs, who,
perhaps, \ithout authority, preyed upon the
commerce of Europe. The difgrace of their pira-’
cies, unfertunately, attached to the nation in ge-

neral,

* Allain Chartier, p. 242, &c. In the work of this hiftorian
of Carves VII. we find adetailed journal of this expedition.,

t See the letter of the Comte de Foix, in the juftificatory
documents of the hiftory of Louis XI, by Duclos. p. 248,
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ncral, who were accufed of being engaged only
¢ in making war upon defenfclefs merchants, to
rob and plunder them of their goods.” A cotem-
porary writer fo exprefles himfelf upon the fubjet,
and even ftyles the Englifh, “ Maritime thieves
“ and plunderers!™ They were not, however,
the only people who committed fuch depredations.
Among others, a Fleming, named HaxxeQuix,
exiled, moft probably, onaccount of fome crime,
from Ghent, the place of his nativity, was noto-
rious. He infelted the coalls of Holland, Flan-
“ders, Scetland, and England, with impunity.
He had about eight or ten veffels, well equipped, t
and vain of this force, he affumed the abfurdly
inconfiftent titles of ¢ Friend of God, and Enemy
¢ of Mankind!” At his death, he was not en-
tircly abandoned by fortune; ashe perifhed by the
effects of a ftorm, inftead of expiating his offences
upon a fcaffold. : ;

When the impulfe is given, the miferies of war
are fucceeded by the vices of peace, the licentiouf-
nefs of camps oﬁliwratcs the habits of tranquillity.
The propenfity to ontrage is. not cafily removed.
Accuftomed to perils, thofe of the infamous pro-
feffion of piracy, which, after long difturbances,
numbers embrace, rather than owe their livelihood
to labour or induftry, are little regarded. From
fuch citizens, their country has nothing to expett;
far from expediting, they impede the progrefs of
fca affairs: it is only to commerce, and the fith-
erics that the nal';%owes the former. . The repeated

A and-

** In the king’s library, entitled, Paffestems, of which no-
tice is taken in the Agricultural Journal.

+ He becamea feowerer of thefea by his ingenuity and dili-
gence, and increafed fo in power, that he had, at onc time,
eight or ten thips well y and viétualled at his command,
Menjirelzt, p. 11, chap. CIV,
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and obftinate cfforts which the Englifh made to
{ubdue France, did not allow them to attend to their
marine.  * When, by ill fuccels, and djfappoint-
* ments,” fays Dr. Robertfon, * a period was at
% lalt put to this fatal frenzy, and the nation, be-
¢ ginning to enjoy fome repofe, had leifure to
“ breathe, and to gather new ftrength, the de-
¢ ftruétive warsbetween the houfes of York and
¢ Lancafler,broke out,andinvolved thekingdomin
¢ the worft of all calamities, *****##% ¢ Thys {uch
* ¢ a fucceflion of events, adverfe to the commercial
¢ {pirit, was fuffigient to have checked its growth,
¢ althoughfevery other circumftance had favoured
“it. The Englifh were one of the laft nations in
¢ Europe, who had availed themfelves of thofe
¢« commercial advantages, which were natural, or
< peculiar to their country.”™  Should we be fur-
prifed then, that in the tarbulent times of Ep-
warp IV, th¢ Englifh marine wasin fo deplorable
a ftate, that the corfairs of the Hanfe Towns
cruized with impunity in the channel, and even ac
the entrance of the Thames. They captured all
the veflels that ventured out, and this prince him-
felf narrowly efcaped falling into their hands, when
he was retiring to the Court of the Duc de Bour-
coGNE, who atterwards prevailed on him to declare
war againft Louis XI. and furnifhed him with
500 veflels to pafs from Dgver to Calais. Not-
withftanding the fhortnefs of this paffage, the ar-
mament of Epwarp were nearly three weeks in
performing it, on account of the very adverfe
winds, the greaterpart of his fleet being difperfed by
the weather, would inevitably have been captured
or deftroyed, were itnot, that Lous, at the time,

was

{ Hiftory of Cuartes V.,

AN
)
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was as deftitute of fhipping as his adverfary. One
fhip, which the Comte de Eu fted out at his pri-
vate expence captured many veflels ; and the pri-
vatcers of Normandic intercepted 24 other veflels,
as they were returning to their refpective ports.

The fon of Epwarp, had fearcely fucceeded
to the throne, than he perifhed by means of the .
agents of his unfle, Ricuarp I11. This monfter,
whofe atrociou§ charatter, the pencil of Snaxe-
seAre has depléted with fo much ftrength, and
whofe premeditated crimes, he has tranfmitted to
us in fuch gloomy colours, having loft his life at
the battle of Bofw
fucceeded him«~-Lonftantly avaricious, and fre-.
quently unjuft, it might be afked, Why this
prince merited the appellation of the Englith So-
rovon ? It was he, however, who laid the foun-
dation of the Naval Power of his country, by
turning the attention of his fubjetls to their native
riches. We allude to the wool, which, at that time,
wasexclufively manufafiured by the Flemings, who
purchafed it at'a very low price. Heannihilated this
fource of their wealth, by prohibiting an exportation
which was highly prejudicial to his own fubjeéts.
Epwarp III. had projetted a fimilar regulation,
but being prefled by the calls of ambition, he vio-
+lated his own editls,* by which it was rendered
ufelefs; this was not the firft inftance of a prince
infringing his own laws. Toa temporary intereft
have fovcreigns, 7\ more than one occafion, fa-

crificed

. o >

* Having reccived, ]as a free gift, from the Laity, the
moiety of their wool, and the whole of that of the Clergy ; he
fold to forcigners,, through the agency of the Earls of NorTH-
amprovand SurroLk, 10,900 packs, for the fum of 400,000
livres fterling,

~
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crificed that of ages. They never fufficiently at-
tdnd to the faét, that the beft political or commercial
rcgulations, frequently become injuridus, when
cvents are unfavourable to their application, o
when they are improperly executed. '
Henry made his people fenfible of their true
interefts on this” occafion ; he forthwith brought
over Flemifh artificers, who inftruéted them to
prepare the wool. He afterwards eftablifhed ma-
nufattures; but did not prohibit the exportation
of this precious commodity, until after he had
taken thofe preliminary fteps, and fecured, by
treaty, to his fubjetls; the exclufive privileges
of their ifland. The Levant trade was firlt opened
to them under his reign, but it was not carried on
with fuccefs, until the period of the revolt in the
low countries; whence, the Flemifh manufaéturers,
apprehenfive of the impending calamities, emi-
@grated in great numbers, into different part$ of
England, and, in effe&t, re-pcopled the towns of
Norwich, Colchefter, Maid{tone, Sandwich, and
Southampton, which were then almoft deferted.*
Thefe laudable gurfuits, to which the Englifh
monarch diretted the attention of hisgpeople, were
very litle cultivated by hisfucceffor, Henry VIII.
This girince, folely moved by his paffions, ever
attuated by the fury of defpotifm; a cruel mafter,

a diftruftful ally, a faithlefs friend, a brutal lover,

a barbarous hufband, an unnatural father, a fan-
guina?' pedant, and an odipus perfecutor, was
more likely to debafe, than to render a nation
flourithing. He diffipated the'ticafures of the
late king, with the greateft profufion; overbur-

3 dchd

. —

5 .
( * Thwan, Hift, 1. XLIX, p. 618"

Rt




a

58  MISTORY OF THE PROCRESS OF THE
dencd his fubjeéts with taxes, and at lcngtl re- thentt
duced himfelf to that laft refource, and moft de- lith fhi
ftruétive of all expedients, that of debafing the com. - Le S 1
Thefe mcaf&;;s were obvioufly ill calculatgd for o bow
reviving the fpirit-of induftry. The advaffcément thi o;
of commerce waspneverthelefs, perceptible ; which of e’
was attributed to the reducing the power of the rou :is
nobility, and alienating the overgrown property - alor:, 7
which the clergy poflefled. However, it is cer- " héy ff
tain, the marine was very little improved during who F ]
 this reign; quny“wurxatte'rcd with the idea of rapid :
~ poflefling a navy, but the greater part of the vel- g a vE
fels which he built, were calculated only for parade. ad@crfl |
Remarkable for theirextraordinary fize ; fome were b this‘i
incapable of being launched; others, perfeéily ufe- w)i’th ¢ l
lcfs, lay rotting in the ports :* and he found himfel inﬂan?
under the neceflity of hiring veflels at Hamburgh, Pt
Lubeck, Dantzic, and Genoa, in order to form f:,&ea m:
a fleet, when he declared war againft France. The Fi
Sir Ebwarp Howakp, who was appointed4o . fhve his
the command of it, firft proceeded to attack, near foa. he
the Godwin Sands, Barton, a famgus  Scottifh bel!orre
pirate, who for a long time, inf d the feas, ks aﬂi;
with eqlial impunity and fuccefs; His death alone tacle,
an end to the aftion, when his fhips {urren- mov;al
dered. The Englith Admiral afterwards pro- recini
ceeded to cruize on the coalts of Brétagne, where all)ttcmpl
** he received a reinforcement of 8o veflels, under meditgc
the orders of Knever; this officer having en- ing the
countered a - famous Breton commander, named tagk o
Primavcer, chafed him as far as the road of  The
" Breft,  The latter immediately colletted his vel- '
_ {els, to the amount of 20, and impatient to come™s T
out again, notwithftanding the inequality of his
foyce, he attacked the enemy, and funk many of . ° t Thl:
v ‘men on

them; -

’ Bluhan.'HiR. Seot, L XIIL p. 134.
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themy two remarkably large were among the Eng-
lifh fhips; one called La Régente, and the other,
Le Sowverain, of 1000 tons, ' Kyever advanced
on board the former, againft the French Admiral’s
thip, La Cordélieré, of 1200 tons, built by the
orcrers of Axn, confort of Louis XII.* He fur-
rounded her with 10 or 12 veflels, ran up hisown
along fide, and threw lighted combuftibles intq
~ hér from his round tops; the brave Primavcer,
who fought to leévard, fecing the flames make a
rapid progrefs, and the lofs of his fhip inevitable,
a vigorous effort, difengaged himfelf from his
adverfary, gained the windward, and clofed again :
by this manceuvre, the conflagration communicagl
with fo much rapidity to. La Régente, that in an
inftant, that vellel, wogether with La Cordélieré,
appeared as an immenfe globe of fire; two thou-
fand men were .the viétims of this defperation.t
The Frenc¢h commander, however, attempted to
fave himfelf, butfalling completely armed into the
fea, he. funk,. borne downyby his own weight,
before any of his velels could. venture to come to
his affiftance. Shocked at fugh a dreadful fpec-
tacle, the adverfe fleets remaified fome time im-
moveable, and afterwards feparated with ‘equal
precipitation and affright. The Englifh did not
attempt the eonqueft of Guyenne, which they had
meditated, but contented themfelves with agrogat-
ing the viétory in this bit/tlc, and making an at-

tack on Pennemark, where they were repulfed.}:
Though the above-mentioned fea fight, was glo-
rious,

* -Du Bellay, Mem. 'p. 6.

+ The Englifh account makes - the number lefs, viz, 700

-men on board La Régente, and oo in La Cordcheré,
1 D’ dArgentré, 1. X11, chap, LXV1,
. H o2
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- of which he funk one, and coming to the paffage >

- the name of Sipney, had orders to fupport him
with two lagge boats, and feveral light barks, as,

~ with aview to carry it off by boarding; but fcarcely

" Malta, and commanderin chief of the gallies, in 1496.
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rious, on the part of the French, they were
too weak to cope with their adverfaries, who kept
the fea, until the arriyal of Precent® with a rein-
forcement of four gallies.t This French officer
ran through the Englifh flect, confitipgie¥ 42 fail,

Du Four, took a podition in a creck near Conquet,§
between rocks, and under the fhelter of a work
mounted with cannon;§ Howarp refolved to at-
tack him in that fituation;| This officer was in the
habit of faying, that “ an Admiral was good for
¢ nqthing, who was not brave even to madnefs!”
Faithful to this maxim, erfifted in the enter-
prife, notwithftanding all the remonftrances of his .
officers. ' He felgtted two gallies for the occafion,
of one of thefe, he took the command himfelf, the
other he entrufted to Lord Ferrars; an officer of

on account of thé fhoals, the larger veflels could
not be brought yp. - '

~ Thefe dilpofitions being made, the Englifh
commander penetrated to the fhip of Precent,

had he got upon the forecaftle with 17 of his men,

than his galley feparated from the fhip:. it is uncer-
e, tain

.. * Pregent de Ridoux, a gentleman of Provence, Chevalier of

: t+ Du Bellay, p. 6, and 596.

1 At prefent a town of fome mote, in the department of .
Finifterre, with a good harbour and road ; ‘it lies 12 miles W.
of Breft. Tranflator. : ;

Lediard afferts, that the French had, in their rear line, g4
hoys, but without foundation, as is demonftrated by an authentic
document, in the Britih Mufeum, preferved from the Cottonian
Ubrary, - .
|| The 2 5¢h of April, 15134

4
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tain whether the raplinés were cut off by the
French, loofened by accident, or detached by the
crew, in order to av6it-thefire of the énemy; at
the moment of this feparation,. the intrepid *How-
_¢aRD, and his ligle band, affailed on all fides by
pikes, were overpowered and precipitaged into the
fea; two men alone efcaped. The light veffels then
approached, and attacked PricenT, who obliged
them to retire with fome lofs; Ferrers was not

- more fuccefsful, having c:?cnded all his ammuni.
tion, he rejoined the reft of the flect, of which he
took the command. The crews were reduced to a

- fingle ration of provifions ‘fcr day, and were fo
difcouraged by the lofs of their Admiral, that it
was found expedient to return fpeedily to England.
The Chevalier de Precent delayed not to feize

the advantage offered by this retreat, and failed for
the coaft of England. Being feparated by a gale
of wind from his fquadron, he was not difmayed,
but landed a part ?rom his own veffel, in Sul¥ex ;
having plundered to a confiderable extent, he re-
tired unmolefted to Breft, though chafed by the
fleet of Tnomas Howarp, who had fucceeded his
brother in the office of High Admiral. The French
commander loft aWeye in this enterprife, but which

* did not abate his ardour for new undertakings.
The following year, feconded by Crarres 1'Ar-
T1GUES, his countryman, and'a great fea officer,*
he appeared off England, landed on the coaft of
Suflex, and burnt the town of Brighthelmftone.
This, however, was his lalt exploit, having pe-
rithed in an attion with the inhabitants, who made
fome refiftance. His death encouraging the Eng-
lifh, they had the boldnefs to infult Normandic;
and Jean Warvor landed therein a body of troops,

- who

* D’ Argemtrey )y XXII, chap, LXVI,
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who plundered fome villages, of which the national
vanity failed not to magnify the number.*

They had more ground for exultation vhen the
paval force of Henry VIII. united with that of
Cuaries V. fpread alarm on the goalts of France.
The impreflion which they made, would not, how-
ever, deferve to be recorded, had not Morlaix, at
that time, a rich and commercial town, fallen
into their hands: deftitute of troops, and otherwife
defencelefs, it was inctbk of refiftance. Thele
fleets feparated after tfe “failure of their attempt
upon Boulogne; theEnglifh immediately returned
to porty where they fortified themfelves, under
theapprchenfionofbeingattacked by the French.t

Towards the conclufion of his reign, Henry
baving taken Boulogne, ¥'raxcois L refolved to
befiege it, and in order to fecand the operations of

~“his land forces, he fent out a confiderable fleet,
under the command of the Admiral D’AxyesauLrT,

conﬁﬂinxo(sq. rgey and 50 light veflels, toge-
" ther with 25 gallies, from the Mediterranean,
commanded by. the Baron pe 1a Garpe. It
failed from Havre towards the Ifle of Wight, near
which they difcovered the enemy; their force con-
fited of 60 large veflels, and Iy at anchor in the
chaunel of thatifland. Notwithftanding their ad-
vantageous pofition, and the lofs of two fhips, the
finelt in his fleet,} the Admiral refolved upon at-
tackin '3

* Lediard. Hift. Nav. 1. L. chap, XXI. ’

+ Secthe Difpatch from the Earl of §urmy, wherein he
gives orders to his fleet to pafs the winter in the port of Dart.
mouth, of which he gives a defcription, and points out the
means of rendering the approach to it impratticable, even to
Wild fire.—Depofited among the records in the Tower of London.
t Le€aracon of 8og tons, the fineft thip, and the beft failer,
. according to Bellay, of the fea of Pouan, which was blown up
in the road of Havre ; and La Maitmfe, whi?), having bilged

in coming eut of Honfleur, was fent back to France,
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tacking the Englith. He previoafly divided his
force into three {quadrons, one, immedfately un-
der his « ~direttion, in the centre; a fecond to
the right,commanded by L. Steur pe BourTirRes,
and the third, by the Baron de Curron, to the
left. '

Taking advantage of a calm, the French gallics
fired upon the Englith veflels, which remained at
anchor, and with fo much cffett, that the Admi-
ral’s fhip, the Great Harry, was on the pointof
finking; La Marierofe did ot "efcape that fate, ..
and of 500 men, which compofed her crew, 35
only were faved. Reduced to the cruel extremity
of running aground, to avoid being funk or cap-
tured; the Englifh were about to refolve upon 1t,
when, fortunately for them, the wind fprung up;
they weighed anchor, and their veflels called ram-
berges,* built fo as not to be affeéted by the cur-
rents which fet into the land; manceuvred with
dexterity, and, in their turn, attacked the French

allies. The latter, bcing taken fore and aft, were

“1n aperilous fituation, but they were extricated by

the valour and ability of Lrox Strozzi, prior of
Capua; he inflantly tacked about, and vigoroufly
attacking the e » gave time to the gallies to
form their line, and to the Admiral to bear up to.

their relief. Py
The fand banks which lined that part of the coaft,
and in which the Englifh- had hoped to involve
their adverfaries, ferved as a protettion to them-
felvesy they left the French mafters of the fcene
of *n, and unoppofed to make a defcent upon
the Mle of Wight: D’Axnesaurr refolved upon
this

* Litegally * row-barges;"" a kind of veffel, then in ufe,
nearly of afimilar defcription with the modern Advice boats.
Tranflater,
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this operation, not fo much with the view of pof-
fefling himfelf of the ifland, as in the hope of
drawing the enemy again into attion. He had
little fuccefs at the outlety, but his men being af-
terwards rallied, they put the Englifh troops to
flight, and got pofleffion of an advantageous poft,
from which they would have been able to over-

run, and completely fubdue the ifland. However, |

they relinquifhed the enterprife, on the reprefen-
A‘ the pilots, who dreaded to undertake a

. general dcbarkation, in a narrow channel, where
{carcely four fhips could fail abreaft, apprehenfive
of being overpowered by the currents, difadvan-
tageoully expofed go attacks, or run aground upon
the neighbouring banks.

Although, at that time, it was very ifnportant to
have got pofleflion of the Ifle of Wight; D’An-
NEsauLT, little fkilled in naval taftics, was in-
fluenced by the advice of the pilots, ordered the
troops to reimbark, and fet fail. The enemy im-
mediately fell upon fome French, who were {carch-
ing for frefh water upon the coaft for the ufe of
the gallies, but they were quickly repulfed by the
prior of Capua: and, on another occafion, where
they attempted to furprife fome. troops, that were
landed without order or regularity, fortune was
not more favourable to them. -

The French veflels proceeded towards Dover,
in order to make, from that offgpg, the road of
Boulogne, but the wind dying Jway, they were
conftramed to anchor near the Englifh coaft. The
enemy, whofe fleet, by reinfordements, had been
increafed to 100 fail, imagined the moment fa-
vourable to attack the French; they exerted them-
felves for that purpofe, and molt probably would

kave had the greateft fuccefs, if the wind had not
{fuddenly
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fuddenly lulled. The Baronde la Garog,* for the
purpofe of giving D’ANNEBAULT time to come up,
and form in order of battle, advanced with his
gallies, and got the weather gage; they then main-
tained a fight, of more than two hours, with the
enemies’ fhips, which, being confiderably damaged,
availed themfelves of the night, to take fhelter in
their ports. The French armament returned to
Havre, where it was laid up, and whence it had
failed the fixth of July, 1545.%

The details which we have entered into, give
fonue idea of the progrefs of the marine in this age.
It is true, they did not know the different modes
of forming, of changing, and refuming, the order
of failing, of battle, and of retreat, in which the
art of evolutions confifts; but they began to know
how to regulate the movements of a fleet, to a cer-
tain extent, and to form it in a line by divifions.
The French and Englifh fleets executed, tolerably
well, fome manceuvres, which, till then, were
cither unknown, or much negleéted. The fkill of
a commander, fora long time, confifted merely
in gaining the wind, and profitting by the tides;
as to the reft, he difpofed his fleet at hazard, or
very imperfettly, whether for the purpofe of op-
poling the enemy with effeét, or to break their

line, to cut off their retreat, to double them, to-

avoid, or to force them to aftion; or, finally, to
gurfuc them. Even thefe objeéls, could not have
ecn attained without much difficulty and confu-
fion, for want of fignals, clear, diftin&t, and mul-
: tiplied,

* Antoine Scalin, originally known by the name of Captain
Poulain, the only fea officer, then in the: fervice of France.
See the additions of Le Laboureur, tothe Mem- de Cafigingu.

t Mem, de du Belay. 1. X, p. 596, &c.
: |




66 HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE

tiplied, as occafion required. Except in certain
cafes of delicacy, where light veflels were employed
tocarry theorders of the commander, it appears, that
to delcribe them, thiey difplayed particular flags,
exhibitéd lights, or difcharged a certain number
of cannon, which were then more fparingly ufed
than in our days. It wasonly fince the reign of
Louis X1, that the fides of veflels were pierced,
in_prder to place the batteries therein; we believe,
the firft fhips that had port holes were La Charente
and Le Cordeliere; before that period, fome pieces
of different calibres, placed without order, on the
decks, or prow, or f{tern, conftituted all the ar-
tillery of a veflel. The management of thofe, ap-
car to have been neither eafy nor expeditious, as
the Englifh fleet, and the {quadron of French
gallies, commanded by the Baron de la Garbe,
the former having their veflels pierced as at pre-
fent, did not difcharge, between them, more than
aco fhots, in anattion,according to Bellay, ““ very
¢ warm, and fo clofe that, it was with difficulty
¢ they could difcharge their artillery.”
The above-mentioned fea fight was the laft dur-
ing the reign of -Hexry VILI, who, foon after,

made-peace with Fraxcis I. Heagreed to reftore -

Boulogne in the courfe of eight years to the French

monarch, who, on his part, contraled to pay the .

arrears of a fubfidy in a certain kind of falt; this
was payable in confequence of the treaty of pe
Moore, concluded the goth of July, 1525, in
which the annual value thereof, was cftimated at
18000 ecus.* This ftipulation evinces, how little
the Englifh were then in the habits of exerting
themfclves to procure articles of the firft nece[ﬁtg/,
' y

* Rymery ty XV, P 93v
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by advantageous exchanges, and that the produc-
tions of France had been at all umes needful to
them ; efpecially thofc of their falt pits, which were
found preferable to all the mines of the New World,
The French afferted, that this fubfidy was no
more than an annuity, which ceafed on the death
of Hexry VIII. Their adverfaries, however,
gave a different interpretation to the fenfe of the
treaties and conventions madet with Fraxcors I.
on this fubjett, and arbiters were chofen to de-
cide a queftion, which took its rife alone from
national jealoufly.

The fhort reign of the fon of Hexty, was full
of commotion, of which France thought it fair to
take the advantage, in order to regain pofleflion of
Boulogne. With a view of, preventing fuccours
from being thrown into the place, Lron Strozzr
endeavoured, with a fquadron of 12 gallies and
four fhips, to harrafs the Englifh; he appeared off
their coalts, and afterwards proceeded towards
Guernfey, where he was encountered by a fqua-
dron under Captain WinTter; an attion took
place, which, according to the imparkal Huwmr,
“ {eems not to have been decifive, fince the hifto-
¢ rians of the two nations differ in the account of
¢ the event.”t

Dk Tuou, apparently without due confidera-
tion, attributes the vittory to the French, who,

according to another cotemporary hiftorian, toek3™—

burnt, .

i

+ There ate two, in particular, of the year 1530, in Rymar's
collettion, t. XV, p. 266 and 360.

+ Hume's England, reign of Eowarp VI,
I 2

V4
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burnt, and funk the veflcls of their enemies.* The
latter, however, affirm on the contrary, that $1roz-
z1 lolt in the battle 1000 men, abandoned many
of his gallies, and was compelled to relinquifh his
pr(:ijc& of gaining pofleflion of the Ifles of Jerfey
and Guernfey; the number of troops on board his
{quadron, amounting to more than 2000 men,
rendered the defign eafily fufpetted. That he
did not accomplifh it, fome might be inclined s
attribute to theill fortune which attended his family :
—his father, the victim of an enthufiafm for liberty,
hoped to arrive at it, by the crimiral means of
fuicide; Le Marechal Pikrre, his brother, was
remarkabld for the defeats he had fuftained; Pui-
viere, his nephew, after having been vanquithed
and taken prifoner by the Spaniards, was thrown
into the fea, and drowned; Lrox, prior of Capua,
fcarcely met with a better fate, being killed as he was
reconnoitring the petty fortrefs of Scarlino, in Tuf*
cany.—What fatality! Can adverfity, then, fome-
times be attached to a particular family, or be t
infeparable attribute of its name ? k
That of the young king, Epwarp VI. was not
a more favourable prefage for the Englifh, than
were his good qualities ;gbu[ they had fcarcely an
opportunity of contemplating thefe, than he paid
the debt of nature.  During his reign, - commerce
flourifhed, and the marine was confiderably im-
proved; the fifheries were encouraged, and the
obflacles removed, which prevented the Englil!l
from rcaping the great advantages which thole of

Newfoundland prefented. A trade to the coalts of
~ Africa

* Hiftory of France, under the reigns of Henr1 II. Fraxn-
cots b, Cuarses IX, and Haxri I1I, autributed to Pauls

E"'[‘ Pl"ll'ff, Po 44
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Africa was opened; Jrax Casor, who pretended

to have difcovered North America, was remune-

rated in the perfon of his fon, Stsastian; who

Hattered himielf with difcovering, by the North of

Europe, that paflage to the Eaft Indies, fince, {o
5 often, and fo fruitlcfsly fought after.

. The marriage of Queen Mary, who fucceeded
p Evwarp, with Piuiriiere I1. king of Spain, was
> {lill more favourable to the commerce of the Eng-
: lilh, in confequence of the intercourfe, which
s this union authorifed, with the wealthy pofeflors
it of Mexico and Peru. The information acquired
s thercby, gave them new ideas of commercial ag-
I- grandizement, of which time and avarice have
| fince fo much extended the limits. This Qucen,
n : who wifhed to gain the affections of an infenfible .
a, ~and ambitious hufband, endeavoured to promote:
as “his deligns againft France, in fitting out, at her
it own expence,, a flect of 140 fail; Lord CrintoN
ie- ' had the command, and was joined off the Ifle of -~
he Wight, by go Dutch fthips, of a fize far fuperior
- to his own, which were light veffels.* With this
aot reinforcement, he proceeded to the coaft of Bre-
an tagne, and landed thereon 11000 men, who took
an X ~ Conquet : the whole province was threatened with
aid an invalion, and the alarm became general, when
ree ~the brave Kaersimon, flew to the religf of his
im- cbuntry; i the courfe of one day, he colletted
the 12000 militia, attagked the enemy, who were oc-
dith cupiced, in plundering, and cut their rcar gyard so
: of - pieces. Vacuem, an able and experienced fea
tsof ' officer, who commanded the Flemings and Dutch,
frica was among the killed; he had been abandoned by
il the
RAN-
Pauls * They feemed like caftles, in comparifon of thofe of the
¢ Englifh, but were, at the fame time, more unwieldy and un-
manageable. D' Argentre, 1. X1I, chap. LXIII.
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t<hc Englifh, and cut off in his retreat. Ciivtoy, themlcl
hoping to retaliatc upon the French for this check, the hop
endeavoured to cffe€t a defcent upon different to the
. parts of the coaft, but every where was apparent ﬂQ"“"
the vigilance of a gencrous noblefle, who had al- o0ty 4
weys united that refpe€tful fidelity due to the So-* vitably
vereign, with the love of their country ; reconcil- RhY 1L
ing an attachment to their duty, with a zcal for e pol
their rights, and whofe fteadinefs and courage, Vics, 4
were commenf{urate to their glorious exploits, and patriot

long fervices.—It werc as diflicult to furprife, as
to vanquifh fuch defenders, which the allies were
not flow in perceiving, and, in confequence, re-
tired. - Before they reached their ports, they fuf-
tained a gale of wind, which injured them con-
fiderably. ¢ Thus their enterprife,” fays the
hiftoriah of Bretagne, * whith had coft fums
“to an incredible amount, and had filled all
¢ France with dread, evaporated in fmoke."*

It appeared that the objeét of this expedition,
was to obtain poffeflion of the port of Breft,
which would have compenfated the ‘Englith for
the lofs of Calais, which fhortly after took place.
The Duc de Guise was diretted to lay fiege to it;
he iffued orders for all the privateers of Xaintogne,
Brétagne, Normandie, and Picardie, to put to
fca, chafe away the enemies’ veflels, and after-
wards to unite in the Streights of Dover, carly in
January, 1558. Thefe orders were executed with
great attivity and fuccefs, and the French cruizers
formed together a confiderable fleet, which pre-
fented itfelf before the port of Calais. They
proceeded to batter its principal defence, the p
fort du Rifbank, the garrifon of which furrendered

: themfelves

% D' Argent, id,




NAVAL POWER OF ENCLAND., 71

themfelves prifoners of war. Thislofs deftroyed all
the hopes of ¢he befieged, and they foon {ubmitted
to the terms of the vittor. However, had the
Queen of England colletted, in due time, a fingle
fleet, all thofe veffels and privateers would ine-
vitably have been taken or difperfed, and Hen-
ry 11. not have been chiefly indebted to #hem ror
the poffeflion of Calais; undoubtedly a fignal fer-
vice, and which redounds to the glory of French
patriotifm !

END OF THE FIRST BOOK.
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MARY, opprefled with grief, did not long
furvive the lofs of Calais.* She died, hated b
her fubjefts, contemned by all Europe, and,
what fhe felt more keenly, negletted by her huf-
band; thé throne not being a prefervative againft -
connubial difguft. A Princ:i more worthy of
filling it, fuccgedéd; who imnfediately turned her
atterition to repair the evils caufed by the prodiga-
lity of her father, Hexry VIII. This fhe effetted
by economy alone, and without' opprefling her
fubjefts by a deftruétive fyftem of finance; her
favourite maxim, in thefe affairs, was, that mo-
- ney was better, placed in the pockets of her peo-
ple, than-in her own Exchequer.

When

* Itis faid, that during her laft illnefs, fhe frequeatly ex.
claimed, * When they open my heart, they will find Calais
“ in it}

; K
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When Sovercigns are economical, their {ubjefls
- are generous; then it is, that patriotifm, the moft
powerful and attive of all motives, gratuitoully
exerts itfelf. ‘Never, under any reign, were feen
fuch facrifices of private interefl; or exertions,
cither to defend, or to make the ftate refpeéted; in
attempting new difcoveries, or extending the com-
‘merce of the nation. Cavenpisu, fold a part of
his property, and employed the proceeds in arm-
ing feveral veflels, with which he made two exten-
five voyages, onc.to the South Seas, the other to
the Ealt Indies. Rareicu undertook, at his own
expence, thofe remote expeditions, which were
eventually fo fatal to himfelf. The voyages of
Forsisuer were but of flight expence to the
%uecn, who furnifhed no more than 60,000l. for
the campaign at Lifbon. In the affair of Cadiz,
- the Earl of Essex, Lord Errincuam, high Ad-
~miral, and the principal officers, contributed
large fums. Draxkk carried to the extremities of
the world, the glory of the Englifh name, with
very {light affiftance from the public treafury ; and
ained by his enterprifes, fufficient to fit out
three fhips of war againli the Irifh rebels. With

what alacrity were numerous®veffels equipped by

almoft every town in the kingdom, when it was
menaced with invafion by the Spaniards?

The fubjeéts of Evizasetu, in fine, applied
themf{elves, during her long reign, to the principal
objeét, for whichthey fcemed intended by Nature.
The Sea became  their element, and fhortly ap-
peared among them, feveral renowned Admi-
rals;* excellent feamen were formed, and the
ports were filled with fhipping. Nothing farther

. . Koy remained

* Vide Cmp&l’: ¢ Lives of the Britifh Admirals,"$
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remained than the creation of a Royal Navy, to ac-
complifh which, arfenals were conltrutted, maga-
zines provided, and naval ftores colletted. A revo-
lution fo advantageous, appropriated to Evizaseri,
the titles of Reftorer of the Maritime glory of the
Nation, and Queen of the Northern Seas.

Influenced uniformly by the fame principles,
her efforts were not overflrained; the creation of
amarine was the fruit of economy, and the work
of time. Casteinav, ambaffador of France,
writing to his court, on this fubjeét, thus exprefles
himfelf: ¢ She has built a great number of veflels,
¢ which are the fortrefles, baftions, and ramparts
¢ of her dominions; conftruling every two yearsy
¢ a large fhip of waf, and they are fuch veflels,
¢ that nothing can be found on the fea able to
*¢ refift them. Theéfe are the buildings and palaces
¢ which the Queen of England has commenced,
¢ fince her fucceeding to the crowh;> and which
¢ fhe ftill continues,”* i

However, we fhould not judge of the Englith
marine at that period, by what we fee it at prefent ;:
the comparifon would be neither rational, no(’b
juft.. The number, the fize, and force of fhip-
ping are always proportionate to the extenfion of
commerce, the progrels of nautical fcience, and
th¢ powers, or exertions of the ftate. At the death
of Evizasern, her marine conlifted of 42 veflels,
noue of which, properly fpeaking, were of the
line; two of thefe were of 1000 tons, and three of
900, each mounting 40 guns; three others, of
800 tons, mounted 30 guns each, and the remain-
der, from 700 to 20 tons, would 16t have been

‘ able

* Mem. de Michel de Caftcinau, 1, 18I, Chap. I,
K 2 :



76  HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE

able to refift fome of our frigates, or even a cor.
vette.* In the treaty of alliance, which this prin.

cefs concluded at Bruffels, on the 7th of January,

1578, with the Dutch, the latter engaged to furnifh

her with 40 veffels, of which the leaft fhould be of
40 tons, which fufficiently proves that the mari-
time ftrength of the Europcan nations, was then

but very inconfiderable.

The alliance of the Englifh was dearly purchafed
by the Dutch, who ceded to them the ports of
Flufhing, Brille, and Ramekens.t The affiltance
afforded by Evrizaseru to the French proteftants,
was not more diffintereflted, as fhe exatted the
pofieffion of Havre and Dieppe. It is well known,
that her troops were driven from the firft of thefe
important places. She fecretly engaged the un-
fortunate MonTcoMmEry to fit out a fleet to fup-
port the Rochellois,} and afterwards publicly dif-

+ :
avowed any concern in the enterprize, declared

* that commander and his people pirates, and order-
ed that they be treated as fuch, This fhameful .

artifice,

* A fort of light built floop or cutter. = Tranflator.

4+ The firft, and fecond, of thofe ylaces, are too well known
20 need our defcription: The laft, is a fortrefs of fome ftrength,
in the ifle of Walcheren, about five miles N. E. of Fluthing, and
formerly a place of much more confideration than at prefent:
they were-called the ¢ Cautionary Towns," and were delivered
up to Evizasery by the Dutch, as a fecurity for the money
advanced them by England, for the fupport of their infant Re.

public.  Tranflator. : i
t Previous to that period, She contented herfelf with
fending them, fix cannens, with powder, fores, and money ; and

the Prince of Conos, for her ramburfement, delivered to her a
great quantity of metal bells, and wool. Mem, de Caflelnau, 1. V1.
chap 1I.  'This trait, among many others of a fimilar kind,
fufficiently fhews the f¢ chagacter, and parfimony of

EvizaseTn,
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artifice, however, was without effeft; the expe-
dition failed through the imprudenceof the officers,
and their injudicious operations.*

In difavowing this armament, EvizaseTn was
unable to conceal the objet fhe had in view; but
Cuaxries IX. notbeing in a condition to manifeft
his refentment, was conftrained to diffemble.
Puiviere II. was not under the neceflity of
adopting a fimilar line of condutt: two fecret
treaties, in which the Englifth engaged to furnifh
affiftance in men and money to his rebellious fub-

jetts in the Low-countries, irritated this prince

{till more than the devaftation committed by Drake
in America, previous to the declaration of war.
The forces of Spain were then {uperior to thofe of
all Europe; Portugal, and its rich pofleffions,
were juft united to his kingdom; their trade was
in confequence protefled from the Turks, and
Barbary corfairs. The relief of Malta, and the
celebrated vittory at Lepanto, confined the former
to their own feas: the latter, fince the repeated
loffes they fuftained in Barbarouffa, Dragut, and
Caramuftapha, ceafed to annoy the Spanifh mo-
narch, who was then enabled to diret all his
cfforts againft England; but he protrafled his
vengeance, in the view of rendering it more fignal
and efficacious,
This prince fpeculated upon no lefs, than the
' dethroning

* Fragmens of a letter of Richard Lane, dated London. 4th
of May, 1573, taken from a M.S. in Cottonian Library, and
among the records of the Tower.——Although MonxTcomerY
had no more than 10 veffels, freighted in England, (the re.
mainder of his force, from 45 to 5o veflels, being from Rochelle,
or Holland,) he, neverthelefs, ordered the Englifh flag to be
hoifted, on its approaching the coafts of Aunis, Duplex, Hifts
de France, ¢, IV. p. 655.
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dethroning of Erizaser, and the pofleffion of

“her dominions. Before he proceeded to afl, he |
.defired the opinion of his minifters; IpiaQuez, -

one of the molt able, did not conceal from him
any of the obftacle¥; which were oppoled o his
projett : ¢ The marine of England alone,” faid he,
¢ is equal to that of all other nations united, and
¢ it will he farther reinforced by the veffels of the
¢ revolted provinces. The fleet of Spain, how-
¢ ever confiderable we can makeit, will be effec-
¢ tively inferior to that it will have to encounter,”
By the molt aftonifhing efforts, however, Pui-
viree foon affured himfelf of a fuperiority, which

- rendered him more keen inthe purfuit of his objeét.

reduced to its native means of defence, ima-
ginvd, that one battle at fea, and another At land,
would completcly decide her fate.* = .
This confideration was then well founded, as
it is at this day.t However, it is firlt neceffary,
that the winds and weather fhould be favourable;
and, we fhould alfo confider, the advantages which
the Englifh, inured to thofe clements,, enjoy in
thofe refpetts.  Puivieee, relying on the fuperio-
rity of his naval force, imagined himfelf fecure of
the firft of thefe vi€ories, and hoped to facilitate
the fecond, by means of an infurreftion of the

Englith Catholics, Sixtus V. who, at that time,
filled

Knowing that England was an open coumv}iz, and,

a —

b Hiﬁl d PW" lIo 'o XXl. ann. ,587n
+ 'This might be the opinion of the French commentator ; but,
we muft obferve, that the circamftances of this country, have
very materially changed, fince the period in queftion ; and} we
believe, there are very few of thofe, who ar= capable of judgin
who now think, that the fate of Britain, infuch a cafe, would
depend on the eventof a fingle action, cither by fea or land,

7""!”21“’ .
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filled the Papal chair, forwarded his views, by
iffuing a bull againt Evizasern, in which he ab-

. folved her fubjeéts from their oaths of allegiance.

This pontiff, neverthelefs, deemed this princefs

worthy of confideration; but he juftly reproached

her with the perfecution and murder of Mary
Stuart,—an unparalleled outrage,—a moft hor-
rible deed!—the indelible ftain upon a profperous
reign, and a counterpoife to all her glory! The
Spanifh monarch declared himfelf the avenger of
this inpocent victim* of an infernal jealoufly,
and themoft barbarous animofity: in confequence,
he hoped to engage James, the only fon, and heir
of the unfortunate éuecn of Scots, fo affift him;
but that prince did not fuffer himfelf to be deceived
by fpecious offers; to which he anfwered, ¢ He
¢ thould expett no other treatment from the king
% of Spain, than that promifed by Pol,;phemus to
¢ UlyfJes, to be devoured the lat of his com-
¢ panions!”t X

" Defparing to influcace James, Puiviere infi-
nuated that Mary, the lineal heirefs of the throne

of England, had made, before her execution, a

will in his favour. He well knew fuch a title
could confer no right, but it would ferve ds a pre-
text for attacking Evizasetn, which was amply
fufficient for a prince of his ambition. Theprepara-
tions which he made took up an interval propor-

tionate

* This we think an appropriate epithet. The innocence of
Mary can no longes be doubted, fince the publication: of
Mr. Goodall’s work, and the proofs which M. Galliard has

~

colleéted with great judgment, and fo clearly exhibited in -

the feventh volume of his Hift. de da vival de la France, ¥c.
i

To thefe authorities may be added the more recent perform.

ance of Dr, Wairaker.  Tranflater. - .
t Camden, Hilt, ad agn, 1588,
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tionate to their extent; they occupied, according
to one account, three years; according to others,
feven. Bilcay, Caftile, Portugal, and Andalufia,
vied with gach other for the honour of furnifhing
their foverkign with galleons, of a fize and force,
which furpafled all thofe feen before that period;
among them were feveral of 1200 tons; the decks
were {o conftruéled, as to fhelter the crews from
mufketry: the dead works of thefe veffels would
appear to be proof againft cannon fhot, in confe-
quence of the mafly beams of timber with which
they were lined; the mafts, girt round with cables,
ftrengthened by ropes, pitched over, appeared alfo
to bid defiance to the artillery of the enemy. Cha-
pels, chambers, towers, &c. were formed, in
which fcarcely goo rowers could att;* eight were
mounted with 50 guns, the greater part of which,
however, were bronze; five vellels of another con-
ftruétion, had the fame number of cannon; g0
caravels, conftituted the light {quadron of this
armament, which formed an aggregate of 150 fail;
and on which, was rather prematurely beltowed,
the appellation of ¢ Invincible!” This fort of
rodomontade, which, at the firlt view, appears a
matter of indifference, is, weverthelefs, of an ina
jurious tendency: it frequently infpires the com-
manders, aswell asthe men, with a blind con-
fidence, and a falfe fecurity, inftead of true cou-

rage, and prudent caution; even words make an
impreflion on the minds of the generality of man-

kind, and fometimes beyond the powers of reafon

or experience to obliterate, :

The national charatter, was alfo apparent in the
names given to thofe fhips; twelve were confecrated
to

® Thuan. Hitt, ad Ann, 1588,
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to the apoltles; twenty-one were diftinguifhed by
the different appellations of the virgin, the names
of her feftivals, or of the churches, where fhe was
particularly worfhipped. In order to avert the
wrath of heaven, the Spaniards prohibited the
admiffion of females on boardstheir fleet; however,
they permitted feveral veflels,in which werenumbers
of loofe women, to follpw it. Thefe veflels were
freighted by perfons of that defcription, who fpecu-
lated upon very profitable returns from the crews,
and army. The former, were compofed of 8766
feamen, and 2088 galley flaves; the troops em-
ployed to att on board the fhips, and thofe in-
tended for debarkation, amounted together to
21,855 men, exclufive of officers, and 385 per-
{fons of condition, who ferved as volunteers. Per-
haps lefs was expeled from the valour of the latter,
than from the zeal of 100 monks, under the direc-
tion of a formidable chief, Don MagTiN p’ALAR-
con, invefted with the exalted dignity of Vicar
General of the holy office.  This perfonage, with
the aid of his glorious militia, undertook to difen-
gage the Englith from their oaths of allegiance, and
to declare their fovereign illegitimate, and a
Ufurper.

This fleet, the moft powerful ever feen i thofe
times, was amply provifioned, and, in fa&t, abun-
dantly fupplied with every thing, except good
feamen, and able officers. Don Avivarez pe
Begam, Marquis de Santa Cruz, who fignalized
himfelf at the famous battle of Lepanto, was the
firft chofen to command this armament, but he
died during the preparations. PuiLiere, appear-
ing no longer to recolleét what he had fuffered
in the commencement of his reign, by the incapa-

city

%
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city of one of his Admirals,* appointed to fucceed
Santa Cruz, the Duke de Mepina Sivonia, a
righ and cftablithed courtier ; one of thofe, who
lopt luxury for dignity, and pride for honour.
This new commander, was much more diftin-
guilhed by the fplendor of his birth, than by his
talents, or lervides;t intrigue can difpenfe with
the former, and create lhc latter at pleafure, as
occafion may r¢huire.—The palaces of kings are

too often the. theatr¢of illufion and lmpoﬂun 4
The command of the Jand forces was referved for
the celebrated ALexanpre Farnese, Duke of PAr-
Ma, one, who was certainly lefs victorious, and made
fewer conquelts, than Avexanpir of Macedon;
but who, on account of his ability, and knowledge
of the fcience of war, perhaps, was fuperior to
the heroic Grecian, The general of Puivrere 11.
madc great preparations to receive the flect deftined
to convey his lorcey; every thing was in motion,
in the Low-countries, where he commanded; im-
menfc {lores were colletted ; nothing appeated to
clcape the forefight of Farnese; even the very
timber, neceflary for the conftruttion of bridges;
to block up the entrances of ports; to erett forts,
redouts, &c. had been tranfported to Nieuport,
the place of intended embarkation.  For the fake
of expedition, feveral canals were conftruéted, and,
among lhun, that of Y-pres, on which luch a
number

* The Duke de Mepina CBu1, who, with a fleet of 100
veflels, on board which were 1400 troops, fuffered a fhameful
defeat, off the ifle of Zerbi, from 74 Turkifth gallies, com-
manded by Prary, who captured 3o of his veffels, and compelled
the gre: itgr part of the reft, to run aground. '

L \ o~ o . . 2
\_,( t Ludovicus Peres Gufmaniiis Medina Sidonie, dux fplendore
tatalium et amplituding opum quam wfu requm aut feientia militars

major, Thuan, I, tom. 111, Ed. Génev. p. 248,
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number of workmen were employed, that, in a
ihort ime, 1t was rendered navigable.  The defign
of the Duke of Parma, was to conduct therchy,
the tranfport veflels from Ghent and Antwerp, to
Bruges, where he propofed te wait. the arrival of
Mepina Sipoxia, in order to join him, with his
own troops.*

In the fight of fo great a difplay of force, in
the midit of {o many preparations, and notwith-
ftanding the repeated advices of thie court of France,
Evizasern did not think the Itorm fo ncar burlt- -
ing on her dominions; but, depended on the refult
of a ncgouanoﬂ‘, which the” Spaniards had, pro-

poled, with a viewto lull her fufpicions. To.this

circumf{tance thc\:l)clay of this Queen, in exerting
herlclf in her deféuce, is to be attributed; but the
mealures afterwards adopted, were efficacious,

‘becaufe they were. the refult of patriotifm, and

condutted with equal prudence and ability. The
City of London furnifhed, at its own expence, 38
fhips, among which was remarkable L¥Hercule,
ol 300 tons; the Queen fitted out 34, of which
the largelt was Le Triomphe, of 1100 tons, and
40 picces of cannon; the reft of the flect amounted
only to 42 fhips, of which the whole burden did
not exceed 5870 tons.  From thefe circumftancesj-
the ftate of the Englifh marine, at that period, may
be inferred: ‘but fome veffels folely employed to
guard the coalls, or for the purpofe of recon-
noitring, are not included, thefc not being larger
than the floops in prefent ufe.

This naval armament, the fole refource of Eng-
land,” and foinferior to that of Spain, hadj never-

thelefs,
* Thuan, Hift. ad ann, 1588,
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thelefs, one great advantage, that-of beirg com-

manded by able oficers. Drakr, Hawkins, For-
pisper, names tlluflrions in the records of the
Fnglifh marine;gommandededifferent fquadrons or
divilions; they were all pl ced under the controul
of-Cuaries Howarwvy grandlon of Tuomas,

Duke of Noxrouix, -celebrated for his vi€tory over -

the Scots, and who was defcended’ from the auguft
houfe of Praxtacener. If Howarp had not ds
much experience as the above mentioped officers,
he had, at.leaft,” the good fenfe to® fupply that
defeét, by recurring, on all important occafions,
to the advice of the celebrated Draxe, his Vice-
Admiral; the greateft, moft' intreptd, and molt
fuccefsful feaman of his age.*
. g The
. 3N

* We deem it proper, in this place, to prefent to the reader,

 the defeription given by (the moft po‘fulara refpeited of our

hiftorians, and one frequently quoted by the French compiler, )
Hume, of the fate of England, in point of naval defence, at
this very interefting crifis. ¢« Her force (the' Queen’s) indeed
¢« feemall very uncqual to refift fo potent an enemry.  All the
“# failors in England amounted, at that time, to about 14000
“ men. 'The fize of the Englifh fhips was in general fo {inall,
¢ that except a few of the Queen’s fhips of wvar, there were not
four veflels belonging to the Merchants which exceeded 400
« tons. The royal navy confifted only of 28 fail, many of
« which were of fmall fize; none of them exceeded the bulk of
*¢ our largeft frigates, and moft of them deferved rather the
¢ pame of pinnaces, than of fhips. The only advantage of
« the Englith fleet, confifted in the dexterity, and courage, of
¢ the feamen, who, being accuftomed to fail in tempeftuous
¢ feas, and expofe themfebves to all dangers, as much exceeded

-

-

-

forcing this fmall navy ; and thdy difcovered, on the prefent
¢ occafion, great alacrity in defending their liberty and religion,
“ againdt thofe imminent perils with which they were menaced.

- .. The

towns of England, were rcqui;%gto furnith fhips for rein-

-

in this particular the Spaniflr mariners, as their veflels wege
inferior in fize to thofe of that nation. Alllthe commercial -
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‘The Hollanders did not fail to adopt every pre-

ciution, which this alarming conjunéture required;
in fatt, they had very little to dread from the -ap-
proach of the galleons, or large veflels, on account

of the fhallows which environ their coalts; but

' ll-icy feared that the Duke of Parma would un-

dertake fome enterprize with his {maller veflels,
of which the number was confiderable. + Thefe
new republicans, without delay, fitted out a fleet
of go fail,, which were difpatched to cruize from
the entrance of the ‘Scheltt, to the Streights of
Calais; and which operation, joined to the want of
feamen, prevented the Spanith generat from
putting to fea;* they afterwards detached Admdral
Loxek, with 25 veflels, to join the Englifh fqua-

.dronunder Seymour, who was ftationed between

Dover and Calais:  Justin pe Nassau, Admiral
of Zealand, who blocked up the entrance of the
Stheldt, alfo joined them with a reinforcement

The

“ 7The gentry -and nobility hired, and armed, and manned,
¢ 43 thips ar'their own charge; and all the loans of money
¢¢ -whi¢h the Queen demanded, were frankly granted by the

f%ngham, a man
« of éouragc and"capacity, was Admiral, and took on him the
€ co; of the navy: Drake, Hawkins, and Forsi-
¢ sueRr, the moft renowned feamen in Europe ferved under him.
¢ The principal fleet was ftation:d at Plymouth; a fmaller
¢ fquadron, confifting of 40 veflels, Englith and Flemifh, was
¢ commanded by Lord Seymour, fccong fon of the protetor
¢« SomerSeT; and lay off Dunkirk, in order to intercept the
¢ Duke of PARMA.'* - Hume's England, reign of ELizABeTH,

* Cambden, annal, regn, Evizasstu, ad ann, 1§88.—

Thuan, Hift, id.

-
s

- 4 The citizens of London, in order to fhew their zeal in the -
. & cdmmen caufe, inftead of 15 veflels, which they were com-
~¢¢ manded to equip, voluntarily fitted out double the number.
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* The Duke of Parma flattered himfelf, thit on
the approach of the naval armament of Spain, all
thefe fquadrons would difperle, as the light clouds
of the morning vanifh at the firlt breath of wind!

- Great then,” muft had¢ been his difappointment,

when he learned the mifortunes fuffered by the
former. . ‘The delays, "comyon to all great pre-

parations, d{t’( ially thofe occafioned by the cout
of Madrid, had I)lL\LlltLd the Duke de Mepina

Siponia Idllmg from™ Lifbon before the 1ft of
June, 1588. -Scarcely had he doubled Capé Fi-
nifterre, “than a tempelt difperfed his fleet; an
unlucky prefage of what followed.  Many of his
fhips were on the point of being loft, through the
ighorance of their pilots, or the mablhty of the fca-
men; nounth[landmg thele difafters, the fleet, with

the exception of three veflels, came to anchor in the

portol Corunna; thole veflels, it appeared, wereloft
in the following manner: an Englifh galley- flave,
named Gwy~x, having found means to break his
irons, and liberate his companions, they got p oz
fcflion of the veflely with which they fucccislully
attacked two others, and carried them into France ;*
this vigorous effort fhews the prevalence of Liberty,
evenin the midft of tempelts, in which fhe has
fometimes every thing to hopc, and nothing to
apprchend!

Afier having completelyy refitted  his veffels,

Mepina Sivonia put to fca, and arrived in the/ .
channcl, 19th of July,¥ On hlb deferying e
: - coalts -

* Camden, annal, ugn. EvizaseTs, ad ann, . 1588.—
Thuan. Hift.-d, R,

t The account, given by the eminent hiftofian juft quoted,
of this cclebrated armament, is as follows:: ¢ The fleet confifted

,'“ of 130 veflels, of which near 100 were galleons, and were
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1)
it on coalls of England, he miftook the Lizard, for '
1, all ‘Ramhcad, ncar Plymouth; he afterwards obferved
louds the Englifh flcet failing in fome diforder, towards
vind! that port, and attempted to bring them to attion,
ment, but without cffett; the next day, however, the
y the holtile fleets had an engagement of fome length,
pre- in which RecaLpe, Vice-Admiral of the Spaniards,
court fupported the efforts of their chiefy with more |
DINA glory than {uccefs.. The Ehglifh fleet was then b
{t of / divided into feveral fquadrons, which occafionally ‘ '
¢ Fi- ~ harraffed the Spaniards in their progrefs; their ,
; an veflels were lighter, and more aétive than the Spa- |
of his nifh, which were unwieldy maffes, and, fo far from
zh the being able to take advantage of the wind, could , ;
e fea- {carcely go before it; their immenfe height ren- {
, with dered them a favourable mark to the cannon of the :
inthe Englifh, which, being placed low, feldom failed i
reloft feffect; when, on the contrary, the Spaniards 4 P
flave, moflly fired into the air: Howarp, through ;
ak his ncarly a fatal error, having ftecred during the |
t pJ'— “might,|by the lights of the Spanifh Admiral, found {
stully ' himfelf,
ince ;¥ 7
berty, “¢ of greater fize than any ever before ufed in Europe. It
Aas “¢ carried on board 19,295 foldier, 8456 mariners, 2088
i Y ¢ galley-flaves, and 2638 great picces of brafs ordnance. It
ng to ¢ was vi€tualled for fix months, and was attended by 20 lefler
¢ fhips, called caravels, and ten falves, with fix oars a.piece.””
cffels, —=—< The truth, however, is, that thes largeft of
n the/ . :‘ the Spanifh veffelf would fcarcely pafs for third rates in the
: ¢ prefent navy of En ; yet they were o ill framed, or fo
8 the ¢ ill governed, that they.were quite unwieldy, and could not
coalts - ¢ (fail upon a wipd, nor tack.on occafion, nor be managed in
" by the feamen.  Neither the mechanics of
588, — i » nor the experience of mariners, had attained
¢ fo great pertection as could ferve for the fecurity and govern,
uoted ¢ ment pf fuch bufky vefiels ; an(_}I the Englith, who fhort
-?)nﬁﬂc é b cx.penenceq how unfc.rnccablc they commonly were, bcehel
ad were ¢ without difmay their tremendous appearance.”  Huihe's
“ of England, regn of EL1zABETH,
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himfclfy the next morning, in the midfit of the
encmy’s flcet; Moxcane, one of their beft ofhicers,
propofed toattack the Englifh veflel, but Mepixa
SipoxNia gave C()nlldr\ ()r(ltrs. n (()nlthtnCL OF
which, the Englifh Admiral ¢fcaped. A galleon,
which carried the money of the armament, was
not fo fortunate, fhe fell, a few days after, into
‘the hands of Draxk, wholc vigilance was equal to
his courage; “another, of lefs value, had not a
better fate.  In fine, in the courle of three feveral
atlions, or rencontresy the Goo of battlés did net
appear to favour the arms of Puiviepe.

When the Spanifh  Admiral arrived at l{:

Stfeights of Calais, heintended to anchor near t
- French coafts; but the Englifh, during the night,

fent f(_)mcvﬁrc-fhips among his fleet, which threw
the whole into the greateft confternation and dif-
may ; the vellels, without order or regularity, were
left expofed to the wind; fome were driven on
ore, many run foul of cach other, apd feveral,
the injuries they had- fuftained, wint to the
1; thole that got clear, fcparalcd into mall

{quadrdps, and gained the open fea, hinder full
Al is«readful confufion, the fhip of Mox-
cape loft itsgudder, and ran aground; -in this

pid commander was mt wounded: The
remainder of theé fleet found means to unite
and caft anchor before ({ravelincs;

Stymour, and Loxck,, then joine
ament, whxch
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that Mepina Sipoxia totally defpaired of the fuc-
cels of the expedition, he no longer endcavoured
to join the Duke of Parma, but thought folely of
his own retrcat; in cffecting which, he experienced
a varicty of difalters.
He was foon aflaiked by a dreadful tempeft,
which continued three days; the apprehenfion of
being attacked in their retreat, induced the Spa-
niards to clofe their line; the great:r part of the
veflels, therefore, were driven againlt cach other,
and with fuch violence, that many of them went
to the bottom ; thofe which could better refift thefe
terrible encounters, were difperfed, but as their
“malts were too high, feveral veffels had them car-
ried by the board, and were dafhed to picces againft
the rocks of Norway, ohwrecked on the coalls of
Scotland. ‘ _
When the ftorm abated, Mepina Siponta re-
viewed his force, and found he had not more
" than 120 fail. By the advice of a council of
war, he proceeded on his return to Spain, by the
circuitous route of the Orkneys, and the Irifh
coalt. = At the expiration of fix days, he was
furprifed; in the night, by another tempeft, which
lafted until noon the next day; a ftorm from the
Welt, drove 27 of his vellels on the Irifh coalts,
where many of them were dafhed topieces: thofe
who efcaped from the wrecks, had -not long to
felicitate themfelves, they were fhortly put to
death, by the orders of the Viceroy. In order to
\ defend this aét of barbarity, it was afferted, it
would have been dangerousto fuffer fuch a num-’

ber of the ¢nemy tp&éc in a_gountry, in which
\vcrc fo many Roman €athgifts, and ripe for a

revolt

“
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revolt.*  But, we would alk, how could thofs
unhappy perfons, recently preferved from fhip-
wreck, and confined in prifons, be of @ny affiftance
to them?

The Duke de Mepina Siponia, after fir g
through many dangers, arrived in Spain; ‘whither
he was followed by the fhattered remains of his
flect. Fortune appeared to have beheld thein
efcape with regret, and to be flill willing to
make them feel, - that fhe refpefted, no afylum;
two large galicons took fire in porty, and were
burned to the water’s edge; thefe, probably, were
not included in the 32 vefiels, which, according
to the ftatement of the Spaniards, they had 1oft by
the expedition.t Their account differs widely from
the Englifh, which reduces the number of _veffels
preferved to 46.5  Neither do they agree refpetting
thé lofs of men, which the vanquifhed ftate not 1o
have cxceeded 10,000; while their adverfaries
make the amount much greater. We offer no
opinion_refpetting the chlculation of the latter,
but with regard to the former, we deém it unworthy

of credit, being explicitly contraditied by the de--

tails which the Spaniards themfelves have tranf-
mitted to us.  Previous to its quitting the port of
Lilbon, th&armament appeared to have exhaufted
the treafures of the Spanith monarchy. The ex-
pences were calculated at 120 millions of ducats,§

. . that

* Camden, ad ann. 1588.—We would willingly forget, that
Grotius has approved this reafon, Annal. Belg. p. 123. How
great is the influence of national prejudice? it has induced this
able writer to fpeak againft his genuine pringjples. See his
!rc:ui}f de yure belli. 1. 111, chap, IV, -

X7 jcan de Fervérs, Hilt, d’Efpagre, p. XX ann. 1588,
J t Leduard, Hift. Nav. L il ¢."XXV,
« Conftituting nearly the {wn of 11,700,000l.

’
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that is, nearly 280 millions livres towrnois; an
immenf{c fum, for a period, when the circulating
medium bore a very {mall proportion to that of
the prefent day ; the acciracy of this {tatement is
doubted, notwithftanding pe Trou relates it, on
the authority of BerxarpiN pe Mexpoza, Spanifh
ambaflador, at the court of France.

The whole lofs of the Englith, according to their
accounts, did not exceeda finglé veflel, and 100
men, which compofed its ciew. This, however,
is highly improbable; they had fuftained feveral
atlions, and were expofed to the fame tempelts,
by which fo many of the Spanifh veffels were de-

{iroyed on the coafts of Scotland, and Ircland. .

Evizasern endeavoured to conceal the extent of
her lofles, in fuccefsfully refifting this formidable
armament; while, on the other hand, fhe loudly
proclaimed her joy, without much regard to de-

" ceaty, and with all the oftentation of her fex.  She

appeared, fometimes, to forget what fhe owed to
fortune, or, ftriétly fpeaking, to Divixe Provi-
pexce; of this, the Dean of St. Paul’s had the
refolution to remind her, in a fermon delivered in"
her prefence; his text was thele words of the

Pfalmifi: « Except the Lord keep the city, the .

¢ watchman waketh but in vain,”"—The Qucen
perceived the allufion, a d the wifdom to avail
herfelf of the hint ; .fhe caufed a medal to be ftruck,
on which appeared, fhips driven by a ftorm, and
running foul of each other, with this pious and
apprepiate infcription: * Arravit Deus et Dis-
¢ sIPANTUR!"® ’

Puirirre

* This well known motto, has been neatly rendered, by a

late elegant writer, ¢ He blew with his wipd, and they were
¢ fcattered!"?
M2
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Puivieepe fhewed more equanimity, a virtue, per-
haps lefs difficult to bepreferved in adverfe periods,
thanatthe fummitofprofperity. When firft informed
of the misforttines of hisarmament, he.wasengaged
in dittating a letter, whichhe difcontinued only to
obferve, * L fent it to fight with the Englifh, not

¢ with the winds and waves!” The prefident px,
Tuouv relates, that the Duke de Mepina Sipoxia
was difgraced, and orderedsot to appear at court ;*
Sreana, and Frrreras, aftirm the contrary; %(‘:_
latter aflerts, ‘that the king wrote the Duke a lett
of thanks, and acknowledging, that what depended
upon the elements, could not be imputed to men.t
Ditco pr Varpez, who had induced the Spanifh
Admiral to depart from the inftruétions of his ma-
fter, was, on hisreturn, condemned to perpetual im-
prifonment, in the caltle of St.-André. PrivLiere
contented himf{elf with this punifhment, and feemed
no farther to think of the mifcarriage, than to order
the Prelates, &c. to return public thanks to Heaven.
Regret and diffatisfattion were, neverthelefs, ge- ¢
neral,—almolt every individual hatd to lament a
parent,—hufband,—f{on,—or, at’leaft, fome near
rclation: and a general mourning took place. The
king, who oughtalways to have worn it, fhortened
its duration, intending, without doubt, to imitate
the condutt of the Roman Senate, after the battle
" of Canne, but that which was heroic in the one in-
ftance,

* Sidonius in Hifpamum reverfus, quam quam nulla ipfius,
culpa effet, tamen vmfutato et fati, feu mortalitatis damno, a
Phillippt confpeétu abfiguer. suffus, domum fecefit.  p. 248. 1In
this puflage, ve THo®Nappears willing to exculpate the Duke
de Mepina Sipoxta, whom he afterwards (p. 251,) cenfurcs
for not conforming to the inftructions of his court; and to which
neglect, he attributes all the misfortunes of that commander,

t Foreras, Hift, d'Efpag. fupr, ait.
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ftance, ceafed to be fo in the other.  The Spanifh
monarch only wifhed to fave his feelings, which
were hurt by fo many gloomy marks of his
difgrace.

The difcomfiture of the great fleet, which Pui-
viere, deftined for the invafion of England, forms
an epoch in the naval hiftory of that kingdom, too
memorable to be palfled over in filence.  Sir ‘
Wirtiam Moxsox, has made fuch judicious re- ¢
fle€tions on this event, that we deem it proper to
advert to them. When the Duke de Mepina
Siponia, fays the Englith Admiral, jult men-
tioned, was informed of the flate of our fleet,
we fhould not wonder, at his being confident of ‘
takl us by furprife, and ftill lefs thathe attempted ‘

Ff that part of the enterprife had fuccceded, it
would have been incalculably in his favour; our §
naval force deftroyed, the landing would “have
been completely in his power; a moft effential
objett inall invafions. Although he might have
met with the defired fuccefs, {till he was cenfurable

o

culpable; but which, xll lucccfs never fails to ag-
gravate. .

If the inftruétions of Puiviere were followed,
the Spanifh fleet, coafting the French fide of the
Channel, would have arrived at the Streights of
Calais, without our knowledge, and before our
veflels, then anchored in the road of Plymouth,
could have oppofed them. Although the Duke of
Parma was not then ready, he would, have had
time to compleat his preparations; thlrty Dutch |
veflels could not have prevented his junttion with
Mepina Siponia: once effefted, they might land
with facility, and then;—Ict the conkqucncgs

e

ful refult, does not juftify a:proceeding, in itfelf, . E

C T EREN e

.
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be judged! But Provipexce fo ordained,—that
the fleets met,—that the enemy was worlted,—that
they fhould lofe their anchors in the road of
(,dl‘us,—that the Duke of Parya fhould be unable
to join them,—and, finally, that they were wrecked
upon the coalts of Scotland and Ircland.

In fat, continues the Admiral, we conquered;
but we mighl have drgwn greater adv antages from
our viftory. By th[p: defeat, all the deligns of
the enemy were rendered abortive ; the Duke de
Mepina Sivoxia, being (tetermxmd, by his con-
feflor, to furrender, had he been attacked in the
voad of Calais, the relt of the fleet, moft probably,
would have followed his example: unfortunately,
we fuffered him to efcape; a fault, not imputable

to the Admiral, but owing to the failure of am--

munition, which obliged him to rélinquifh the
purfuit. Another favourable occafion was loft,
by notdifpatching a part of the fleet to the coalt of
Ircland; the Spaniards being confirained to take
that courl(, the ebjett of fuch an operation,
would, afterall their difafters, have been eafily
accomplifhed.*

Evizasern, {foon endeavoured to improve her
advantages; fhe readily obtained, from her Par-
lumcm, two fubfidies, which Ihc expended in
projeéts of retaliation. She augmented her fea

foraes, and affigned for their maintenance, the fum
of

* Mem. of Sir WiLr1am Moxsoy, p. 157. 'This Admiral
ferved with diftinction, under Ev1zapeT, and James'l, he
died in the reign of Cuarres 1. His trafts, or memoirs,
interefting as a colletioh of hiftorical fats, are flill more fo,
on account of the judicious reflections with which they abound.
Campbell has given a fketch of the life of this able fea officer,
among thofe.of the celebrated Britifh Admirals,
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of 8g70l. fterling.* Sevcral fquadrons were fent
out, commanded by able officers. Draggs and
Sir Joux Norris, taking advantage of the retreat
of Mepixa Sipoxia, dpl)kdr(.d off the coafts of
Spain, and fpread terror in that quarter. The

were joined by the Dutch, and the united fleets
amounted to 84 fail.  Although this powerful

- armament had not all the fuccefs that was expetted,
‘\it was not without confiderable effect. The burning

of Vigo, the taking of the lower town of Corruna,
the deftruttion of the {uburbs of Lifbon, and the
captute of a great number of trading veffels,
fhewed Spain what the had to dread from the junc-
tion of fuch enemies. Thefe exploits were fuc-

ceeded by fuccelsful and lucrative expeditions to -

the New World, and the Indies. Puiviees 11,

_ hadreafon toremember the predittion of Ipiagusz,

who told him, that if his project againft England/
failed, Erizasetn, no longerapprehenfive of the
fafcty of her dominions, ‘would unite her veflels
with thofe of the revolted provinees of ‘the Low
countrics, and confiderably injure the Spanifh
pofleflions, not only in Europe, but in America.
It-was in this latter part of the world, that the
Englifh obtained riches, which were due to theix
valour alone. The details of thofe expeditions
wotild be tooprolix to enter ingo; they lefs thew the
progrefs of the Englifh naval powér, than their de-
terminationtoreduce Spain tqa ftatcof neceflity and
weaknefs. The greater part pf thofe gngaged, were
little better than Buccancers; Jike thedatter, they had
no other view, than to plun er gAd deftroy; their
courage, or their temerity, compenfated for their
paucity, or want of ftrength. Brilliant attions,
/ and

* Camden, ad ann, 1590.
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and incomparable valour, renderéd both, at dif
ferent periods, equally famous. We recolleét
with allonifhment, the fight fuftained by Vice
Admiral GrexviLLe, on the coalts of Florida,
with @ fingle fhip, againlt 44* Spanifh veflels,
during five hours; at length, though nearly deftitute
of men, wearied out with exertions, and grievoully
wounded, he ftill blufhed to furrender, and was
ultimately found, but under Alorious circum-
ftances; yn the ufual retreat of timidity, the hold
of his veflel; from this fituation, they drew him,
only to grant an honourable capitulation, but, he
[hortly after-died with grief; at being compelled
to lower his flag.t The privatecrs, under the
reign of Lrizasern, notonly refembled the Buc-
cancers in boldnefs, they alfo fgmetimes partook

- of

L

* This #&tion of Sir Ricuarp GrexviLLg, in 1591, i fo
fingular, asto merit a particular relation. He was engaged
alone, with the whole Spanifh fleet of 53 fail, which had 10,000
men on board ; and from the time the fight began, which was
about three in the afternoon, to the break of day next morning,
he repulfed the enemy fifteen times, though they continually
{hifted their veflels, and boarded with frefh men. About eleven
at night, being feverely wounded, he was ¢arried down to be
drefled, during which operation, he received a fhot in the head,
and the furgeon was killed by his fide. 'The Englith now began
to want powder; all their finall arms were broken, or become
ufelefls ; - of their number, which werebut 143 at firft, 40 were
killed, and almoft all the reft wounded; their mafts were beat
overboard, their tackle cut’in pieces, and nothing but a hulk
left, unable to move one way or other. In this fituation, Sir
Ricuarp propofed to the fhip’s company, to truft to the mercy
of God, not to that of the Spaniards, and to deftroy the fhip
with themfelves, rather than yield to the enemy. The mafter
gunncr, and many of the feamen, agreed to this-defperate refo.

lution ; but others ed it, and obliged GrexviLLE to fur. -

render himfelf prifoner. He died a few days afterwards, Hume's
England, ragn of ELizasetu.  (Notes.)
.} Thuan- Hift, ad ann, 1591.
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’ . "
'd,'f’ of their ferocity ; however, we fhould not judge
llect them with the fame rigour, becaule the former
y'}cc were authorifed by their fovereign, although their
rx_da, operations were not warranted by “any formal
i.MS’ declaration of war,* and, the latter, were always
dtute « difclaimed and outlawed. \
oufly The moll important expedition, undertaken by
| was Frizasetu, againft the dominions of Spain, was , L
cum- that of Cadiz. Lord Howarp, High Admiral, e
h9ld commanded the fleet, which yascompofed of 150 |
him, fail, and afterwdrds joined Ey 24 Dutchdhips. :
t, he The land forces, confifting of 8000 ‘men, were
clled under the command of the celebrated Earl of Esse x, ;
: the who, tearing himfelf from the arms of EvizaseTi, . ;
Buc- warmly engaged in this enterprife. I am de- . :
rtook ¢ termined,” faid hé, * to execute it in the face.
of % of every thing, or I am willing, at an hour’s : ¢
o] ¢ warning, from a general, to bc&me a monk!"t
r:g:gerg © At the ligﬁn of this §reat force, the alarm was
10,000 general; the Spaniards, neverthelefls, prepared to n
h was make a vigorous refiftance. The fort de Puntal, !
ning, ‘which defended the interior harbour, was carric& §
':]‘::lz at the firflt onfet, the'véflels in the harbour could not '
' o0-be refift the enemy, who advgnced to attack the town; i
+ head, a fortie of the inhabitar®, being unfuccefsful, the '
' began Englifh fpeedily got pofleflion of 1. Afier the . ° | .
become town was plundered, the Admiral. obliged’Essex - . |
t:‘;:: ‘to withdraw his troops, and tcturn te England. i i
a hulk All Europe was gratified with -this fuccefs;  the : i
n,” it « " ambition, o *
: mercy - {
he fhip ﬁ , ~ o i A0
 mafter * PurLrers had only iffued orders (in 1586,) to detain, ‘in _ 41 !
te refo. his ports, all Englith veffels, and merchandize. This was in ’ .;
to fur. the way of reprital; as Spanifb property had been fized “in |
Hume's England, in the year 1572, See Rymer, t. XV. p. 715, . g
+ In a letter to his ﬁ:crc't;xry,' dated, 10th February, 1596, - R

.N .
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L
ambition, cruclfy, and injuftice of Pyrvirer, 1en-
dered hit confideretl as the commoh enemy . * .

The'lofs ofthis frince, on this occafion, .was

itmonlc; whenothe E h“ll”l appeared before C adiz,
there were in the portef 36 vetlels, richly laden for
America; 30 fhips, ug war, ,and a confidgrable
convoy, nmnded to vittual a. large fleet’ then
cquiping at Lifbon, with which, he meditated,a
new enterprife againft England. A part of thefe
fhips were hum(d by order of the Duke de Mi-
DINA Suw,\l\, who was always doomed to be
mﬂrumunal ‘ﬂ the misfortuncs of his countr '3
othcnmrc run aground or funk, and fome of
them {011 into the hdlld\ of the E nvhﬂ).-—— I'he lofs

in this affair, was ¢ltimated at 20 millions of

ducats., -~

The arrival of a rich flect from America, ena-
bled Piuivivee to fit out 28 additional veflels, in
the fame year, 1596, and, ‘notwithflanding the
approach ofthe winter, he ordcrul the whole flect
to put to fea, under the command of MarTin pE
Paprrra, grand Senefchal of Caftile.  This officer,
ncarly as unfortunate as Mepina Sipoxia, was,
on quitting Ferrol, the 27th of Otlober, affailed
by a violent tempeft, in which 40 of *the veflels
were lofl, with their erews and lading; he was, in
confequence, obliged to relinquifh the expedition;
the objett of vhu,h was, to fupport the Irifh rebels.
This flect had on board, a confiderable quantity
of Stores, of prmxhnne, and even of materials to
conftruct works, &c. togetlier with a sbody of
140C0 auxillary troops,

This

* 'The Venetians, onbeirg informed of ity ufed to fay of
the Quees, “ 0 Che donna, 1e fofe o/ rifiiame 1" —Thefe words
b

~were generally repeated throughont Furoye: @ Omne malum ab

woogt

pansay omne bomgn ao Acgui'ene,” Nem, de Birl, &c.
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This new difalter feemed to crown, the~misfor-
tuncs of Spain.  Puirieer, thinkinghe could ftill
repair s lofles, gave a deftruttive example to
fovereigns, by prouuhn'v to that moft terrible
extremity, to which an unjuftifial ﬂ,émc’of policy
can reduce a ll.m, namely, an ad oFbankruptcy :
he fupprefled all the payments,”ai d‘ by an edict,
prohibited the difcharge of all l)lu.\"bf exchange,
which caufed the failire of the principal bankers of
laly, Germany, and the Low countrics.* Freed
from ddm in this manncr, his revende was equi
valent, in the following year, to the txpences.o
a third anmament, which was aHo commanded by

. Papiira, and was as unfortunate as the preceding

one; at the diftance of about 30 leagues from the
coalts of England, the winds burft upon, the flect
with fo-nftich fur), that it was entirely difperfed,
and many of the vellels were ov erwhelmed by the

waves, T
-.By an’ unaccountable fatality, the court of
Madrid continued in the fame errors,  They
always thought of fitting out flects, ata feafon,
when they thould have lain them up; or fending
fquadmns to fca, when they thauld be luuldy
mport.  IF Parciers poﬂc(kd evenordinary pru-
dence, or had profited by experience, the pre-
fumption is, that his extenfive projetts would not
always have been rendered abortive.  Evizaseti
(»'as totally ignorant of thele gruu preparations
againit

N s—

* Dated November z2oth, 1596, Il Re d’Efpagna ¢ fullito !
was the general cry throughout Italy. 'The Genoefe having
folicited this prince to pay them, at leaft, ¢5 per cent; he
refufed a greater proporsion than 45.

f Ferréras, Hift. d’Efpag, ann, 15974
N 2

—_—

B S PRSI

'}'n

%

T T—
Q\



-

¥

100 HISTORY OF THE PROCRESS OF THE

acainft her; fhe cven entertained no fufpicion of

them, ¢ This princels, and her fubjects,” fays
an Englifh writer, ¢ over-rating the fuccefs of the
¢ cnterprife againft Cadiz, thought themfelves as
¢ fecure, as though they had given a death blow to
% the marine, and the power, of the Spanifh mo-
¢ narch.”* L

The clements, in uniformly declaring againft
this prince, feemed willing to affure the empire of
the fcas to the Englith, whole conduét, about this
period, with refpect to other flates, fhewed their
defpotic inclinations, and carly abufe of their
good fortune, They had no regard, even for
their ancicent allies, the citizens of the Hanfe-towns.
It is well known, thefe had formed a trading com-
pany in England, under the name of the Stl-yard,
which, in time, engroffed the whole commerce
of the illand; in the year 1552, they exported
£0.000 pieces of drapery; when, during the fame
period, all the other merchants collectively, dif-
poled of fearcely 1100, Jealouly and difcontent
naturally prevailed among the latter; in order to
appealc” them, the government revoked the in-
juriows- privileges which thofe citics enjoyed.
I\'mﬁ'ithllandins; this difadvantage, they flill pre-
ferved connexions detrimental to the interefts of
the commerce, and to the progrefs of the marine
of Fngland. Evizasetn, therefore, fought for an
occalion to crufh them by a vigorous effort. It
was probably, in this view, 'that Draky feized 60
of theirtrading veflels, in the harbour of Lifbon.
‘They were unable to obtain reflitution, and in
conlequence, complained to the dict of the em-
pire. The king of Poland, having in vain foli(i

cite

* Watfow's Hift, of Puiueie 11,
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cited for Dantzick, retaliated, by caufing the
fattors of the Englith company of ¢ Merchant
Adventurers,” to be expelled from Germany, and
fhutting its ports againit their veflels, The Em-
peror Roporriius efpoufed, with equal warmth,
the interdfts of his fubjetts, efpecially the Fuggers«*
the anceltors of thofe illuftrious traders, had fo
generoufly aflilted Cuaries Vot that they well
deferved this mark of gratitude ;—a fpecies of debt,
of which fovercigns rarcly acquit their pre-
decellors.

This conteft, between right and power, broke
out in feveral places, particularly,upon the occan,
where the fury of ambition difputes with a rage,
often beyond that of the waves. The maritime
afcendancy of England, was foon felt by the na-
tions of Europe. Denmark, Holland, and France,
were little better treated, than the Hanfe-towns,
and unremitingly complained of the depredations,

which

* The nume of a very ancient, numerous, and wealthy
family, in Germany; feveral branches of which, were moit
extenfively engaged in various commercial purfuits.  They
refided, principally, in the city of Aufburgh, of which,
Cuarves V. (when he changed the government of that town,
in 1548,) nominated the family of the Fuggers, among thofe,
who, from that period, were to be raifed to the dignity of
fenators.  This illuftrious family, as all the genealogical writers
of Germany relate, fprung, originally, from a weaver, who, in
in 1370, was made free of the city of Aufburgh. The cele~
brated Huldric Fugger, fo remarkable for his attachment to
literature, and learned men, was a member of this family, he
pofefled an extenfive colletion of ancient MSS. in forming
which, he expended a great part of his fortune: he bequeathed
them to the Eleétor Palatine, at his death, which was in 1 584

Tranflator.

+ Itis well known, that one of them, threw into the fire
“n the prefence of this Prince, the bonds that he had given him
of which, the value was very confiderable,
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which they fuffered®*  Eiizasetn attempted,

by a proclamation, to refirain thofc piracies, and

b | . : ;
appointed commiflioners to decide upon the legality

of certain capturesg this latter proceeding was of
little effect.  Nauonal interell having no counter-
poife in the fecales of jultice, .Ludu ag will,
through the medium of pavtial judges; 1uch cafes
fhoul Id ; dways be fubmitted to a mulml and per-

man:ont tribunal,cand eftablifhed; not in a com- -

mercial town, but in fome mdcpcndcm city.
Deputies Thould be felefted from all nations of

| Europe, to compole this council, with the excep-

tion of thole interefted.  An eftablithment of this
Kind, would be particularly ferviceable at the
pn fent day, asthe fgeurity and freedom of navi-

hc principal objctls of our
policy. How many pretexts for war, now con-
& continually avifing sewould it not rémove ? Though,
puh..p\. it may not annihilate the fource of thele,
it would cert: nnl\ render them lefs frequent.

The maritime depredations of the Englilh, ne-
verthelels, continued until the death of Evizasein;
the French were always expofed thereto, nm\\nh-
flanding the apparent efforts of that princefs, when
in alliance with Henry V. to protect them. This
induced her to charge Lord Howarp, and his
colleagues, to regulate, with the French coifimil-
fioners, the mode of judging the pirates.t  The
Admirals of the Qucen fometimes confornied to
her equit pacific views. Sir Wirtriam
MoxsoN gfallen in with fome French trading
vellels, on their way to Lifbon, then an enemy’s
porty thought it fufhicicnt to infift on-their

returning

‘:/ Rymer, t. XXL. p. 105. 169. 355, &c, &Co.
t Rymgyy to XV pu 425.
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d returning dyectly home, without touching. at any y
)'l'l(l:(; of the Sp.mllh ports.  All civilized nations, when, ‘T
;;Iilv (_mlmtlunaul) they find themielves under the . - .
e necellity of reflraining }hc general hccdmn.of
l‘“c'___ commeree, fhould ddupt fimilar procedures ; which
will would not only be the molt Jmlnml)lc but the
caﬁ': leall dangerous mode, as an njurieus treatment
per- naturally creates a 11\111‘1 of revenge. :
‘ ! The war with the Spaniards, who were uni- i
e formly unfuccefsfuly ftill continued ; the lofs of : '
‘in?"}- . |h_;1h)»_0f}htif richl): Iadqn veflels; the entire dgfcat -
x‘cc‘p- - of their fquadron of gallics, on the coaft of Flan- . 2
£ this ders; and the furrender of the troops, which ‘\
5t they had put in garrifon, at l\mlalc, in Ireland, i
e a were the faft exploits, under the reign of Eviza- .
£ Gt seTit.  This princefs laid the rcal foundation of
T the naval power of her country, but had not time |
B to confirm ity by a folid and adv antagcous peace.
el ] Her fucccffor, ]A\xnl did not negociate, but
. caufed a ceffation of hoftilities, by divelting the
- prvateers of  their ‘commiffions, and ordering ~
’“’} l":l: that all veflels captured, fubfequent to the 24th \
muhz of Ap_nl, 1603, (ho_u]d bc.rc‘llorcd to Spain. i
when ~ This declaration, in cffcti, reltored peace, as .
This the war continued, during a period of 20 ycars, :
g 0¥ without havmg bccn declared by any manifelto, or ‘
Mmil- other pul)llc att. 1f, by this condutt, Jamesdid
The not acquire glory, hc at leaft, in lhdl inftance, _
el 16 fecured his honour, which, however, he foon )
i afier facrificed, by a treaty, whercin he ﬂmnclully :
rédin)., abandoned the caufe of the United Provinces.*
semy's Had he not afterwards become their mediator, they %4
~their might, i
prnmp, - . This treaty was concluded at London, 18th Auguft, '}
_ 1604. Some alts of hoflility were, murtluu!s, commu x“d )
) by individuals, which the king thought it Iis duty to prohibit, i

by anew proclamation of the <th July, 1605.

/ 5
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104 HISTORY OF THL PROCRESS OF ThHE

might, with fome appcardncc of trmh, have ac-
culed him of feariny, that their growing power, and
rapidly incrcaling commerce, un”ht counteract
his pretenfions to the cmpire af the fcas. Thele,
were manifelted in a remarkable way, on the occa.
fion of the embafly of Suriy, w ho came, on the
part of Hexry IV, to congratulate James, on his
advancement to the lhrom. of England, and 10
renew the ancient treaties with him.

Two Englifh fhips had been difpatched to
Calais, to meet Suriy, who, to teflify his conh
dence in their ofhcers, embarked therein ; his fuite
took their paflage in 1<)mc Dutch \'cﬂds, and on
board thofe, which De Vic, Vice-Admiral of
Brétagne, provided for the occafion. Having
arrived the firft at Dover, and landed all their
paffengers, De Vic was returning, when he fell
m with the Englifh Admiral, whom, upon hoifting
his flag, he faluted, by firing his guns; the Ln"-
lith ofhcer mmxululdy ordered his guns to be

“levelled, threatening to fink the French fhip, if its

Jflag was not lo\sucd he made ufe of much offen-
five language, and mhﬂgd on that mode of falute,
as an honour dm, he faid, to the King, his maﬂcr,
as Sovereign of the Seas. De Vic yielded to this
violence, I)\ the advice of Sviry, who complained
of the infult at court, which, Dr Tuou affirms,
James apologized for; this we {Hould nalurally
expedty on the concluﬁon of a treaty, in which
the two kings reciprocally gave aflurances of frater-
nal friendfhip.

The embafly of the Hanfe-towns was not fo
fuccelstul; l‘\““ rcfufed the ratification of their
pn\lluu. as injurious to his own dominions.
He had lefs to fear from the Dutch; however,
lefs alarmed at the progrefls of their commerce,
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than offended at their pretenfions to maritime
equality, he fitted out, in the {pring of the year
1604, a fquadron, under the command of Mox-
son, in order to render his flag rcl})céicd; this
force was fent out every year at the {ame feafon.
The inftruttions of the commander, were, to cxatt
the falute of the flag, and to maintain the affumed
rights of the ‘Englilh monarch.* The moft im-
portant of thefe, were his claims refpefting the
herring fitheries, the origin of which, was as fol-
lows:

Under the reign of Avrrep, about the year
836, the Hollanders began to fend veflels to Scot-
land, in order to purchafe herrings; this praétice
continued until the 14th century, when, being at
enmity with the Scots, they proceeded to take the
filh themfelves. Since that period, the fifheries
increafed fo rapidly, and their profits became fo
great, that they were confidered as the chief fource
of the riches of Holland. It became, to fpeak
metaphorically, the cradle of her marine, and the
nurfery of her feamen. The above, and indeed
all the other fifheries, in which the fubjeéts of the
United Provinces were engaged, flourithed con-
fiderably at the acceffion of James L.t which
circumftance, naturally revived the former jealoufy
of that prince.

When king of Scotland, he exerted himfelf to
fecure to his fubjeéts, fo produétive a branch of
induftry and commerce, on their own coafis. He
reftrained the Dutch from fifhing within the dif-
tance of eight miles from the coait. On fucceed-

ing

* Vide Campbell’s Lives of the Britifh Admirals.
* Sce the Juflificatory document, in the Appendix, No. I.
o
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106 HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE

ing to the throne of England, he interdifted the
filheries on the coafts of his three kingdoms to
foreigners, declaring, that he would oppofe all
who fhould attempt to-ufurp, or to partake of this
right; regarding it as the moft eflential, as well as
the molt obvious right of his crown, on account
of the fovercignty, which he claimed over all the
Britifh feas. He appointed commiffioners at I on-
don and Edinburgh for the regulation of thefe mat-
ters, and charged them, not to grant the liberty of
fithing, but for certain pecuniary confiderations.
The Dutch diffembled their regret at thofe re-
gulations; they, at firflt, affetled to fubmit to
them, left animportant negociation, then recently

.commenced, fhould be broken off, and of which

the refult was two treaties; in the firlt of thefe,
Jaszs contratted to affit them, with 2o fhips of
war, and 6000 troops: in the fecond, the States
General acknowledged themfelves indebted to
that prince, the fum of 818,408l. which they en-
gaged to pay, by annual inftalments of 60,000l.
after the conclufion of peacc; thefe two points
being fettled to their fatisfattion, they lmmetratcly
refuled to pay the impoft upon the herring fithery,
and duauhcx ftrong convoys with their fifhing
vellels, in order to protett lgem from infult; thele
meafures fucceeded fo well, that their numbcr
doubled in 1609,* viz. the year following that, in
which the above treaties were concluded.

James appeared not to perceive this conduét,
or at lealt, not to give it any attention, in- order
that he migit apply himfelf folely to theological
invelligations, in which, he took a llrongmtcrdt
A book of Vorstius, on the obfcure points of

grace,

* See le Commerce dz la Holland, tom. 1. p. 287.
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grace, ftimulated the zcal of this controverfial
prince; not fatistied with having the book burned,
he required the - States General to profecute the
author as an heretic. - To this fingular demand,
and to the hautewr with which it was made, they
only oppofed prudence and moderation.  Without
outraging humanity, they appeafed Jamrs, and
with fo much addrefs did they manage his temper,
and afl upon his difpofition; that, a few ycars
after, he fully reftored to them the towns of Flufh-
ing and Brille, and the fortrefs of Ramckens;
places which they held, by fufferance from the
Englifh.*

The fuccefs of this negociation, was owing to
the ability of Barneverp, and it became the caufe
of his death. dems foon perceived the error he
had committed, and, in confequence, conceived
{o ftrong a refentment againft this great man, that
he fecretly exerted himfelf to deltroy him; and
Holland paffively beheld, the moft illuftrious of
her founders, perifh in a venerable old age, by the
hands of the executioner! It has been juftly re-
marked, that gratitude is not the virtue of repub-
lics; we fhall go farther, and obferve, that ingra-
titude is as inherent in democratic conftitutions, as
jealoufy is in ariftocratical ftates, Thefe unjuft
paflions fo often influence thofe refpetive govern-
ments, that they appear to be almoft their fole
movers; myriads of innocent vitims have the

immolated;

* Thefe were the Cautionary Towns; (fee the note in page
76.) Speaking of this tranfa&tion, Mr. Hume fays, * This
¢ meafure has i«n fever=ly blamed by almoft all hiftorians, but
¢ I may venture-to affirm, that it has been cenfured much
“¢ beyond its real weight and importance,”” Hume's England,

ragn of Jamss I,
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108  MISTORY OF THE PROCRESS OF THE
immolated; often have they erefted fcaffolds, depred
inftead of monuments, and caufed executions to Ambo
™ fucceed triumphs. An effort of the pureft pa- The
triotifm, is required to efface, from the recolleétion, of the
fo much cruelty and injaftice! ' with
The regret which ] ames felt, at having delivered pufilar
the Cautionary Towns to the Dutch, not only in- to the
cenfed him againft Barneverp, but rendered him of his
inimical to thofe republicans in general. He again interef
endecavoured to difturb their filheries, and, on their fion, i
repeated complaints, he ordered the home minifter procee
to write* to his ambaffador at the Hague, in thefe neight
terms: * His Britannic Majefty is plealed to make claims
“ known to the States General, that the king of In
¢ Spain has requefted of him, permiffion to ifth - eftabli
¢ in the Britifh feas; and that the king of France charge
¢ defires the fame favour, to fome veflels, for comm
« the fupply of his houfehold.—His Majefty again coafts
¢ declares to them, that he underftands the laws then
¢ and rights of his kingdom; and, it is neither refolvi
» ¢ from them, nor their Grotius, that he fhall in it;
¢ receive the maxims of the law of nations.— land,
¢« Finally, he warns them, that, if they perfift in L
s denying the legality of Hjs claims, (which are
" ¢ acknowledged by all the princes of Chriftendom,) . Tl
§ ¢ it might probably happen, in confequence of words,
: ¢ their inflexibility, an(f their ¢ mare liberum,’ they i :’ﬂ_“"
: ¢ may be fo reduced, asto poffefs neither territory, P
i ¢ nor republic.”—Under this reign, however, all “ pret
4 affairs terminated in a pacific manner, or were s “ put |
' relinquifhed for fcholaRic difputes. James was Englan
‘. fatished with a werbal acknowledgement, and t T
g caufed SeLpEN to labour at an anfwer to the work gf"'ﬁ]
H of Grotius, which affefted him more than all the & V.
| " depredations Antnale
§ § T
* December a1, 1618, . boyna 1

>
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S ASS—

slds, depredations of the Dutch, cven the affair of
s to Amboyna.* '
pa- Thefe republicans, dreading the participation ;
tion, of the Englifh, in the lucrative {pice trade, beheld
with regret, their fettlement at Amboyna.t The
ered pufilanimous charatler of James, was well known
ym- to them, and, they feared not, the confequence f
of his juft rcfcntmcnt they accordingly made by
intereft the rule of their conduct on this occa- t! '
3\“ eir fion, and mercantile jealoufy, the arbiter of their 4
rfter proceedings,f and got rid of fuch enterprifing "
thefe neighbours, without attending either to their tE
make claims, or their complaints. 8
ig of In order to prevent fuch contentions, ‘they had l
o fith : eftablifhed, fome years before,§ a commiflion, p
rance charged, not only with the regulation of their 3
y for commerce, but alfo of their whale fithery, on the ? y
again coafts of Greenland. A Mulcovite company, who f
laws then had the exclufive privilege of this fifhery, b
either refolved, that the Dutch fhould not participate |
fhall in it; in confequence, they difpatched to Green- ¥
ns.— land, 13 armed veflels, of a confiderable fize, and &
(ift in \ two
h are ' —
dom,) * This tranfaftion is glanced at by Hume, in the following %,
s, words, * Impatient to have the fole poffeffion of the Spice trade, &
"tk « which the Englith then fhared with them, they (the Dutch) ~
% Yy ¢ affamed a jun&whon over a faftory of the latter, in the ifland § R
iory, ¢ of Amboyna ; and, on very improbable, and even abfurd T
Ty all ¢ pretences, feized all the faftors, with their families, and ;
were » ¢ put them to death, with the moft inhuman tortures."” Hume's
s was En‘land, mgnof]nusl
" and # The principal of the Moluccus, or Spice iflands, a cluftér
: work of {mall ifles in the Eaftern Ocean, fitvited between Gilolo, to
Al the E. and Celebes, to W, Lon. 127° E. Lat. 4° S. Tranflator.

" t Vide Lediard, Hift. Nav. 1. III. chap. XIX, Bafnage,
lations Annales des Provinees Unies, t. p. 129, &c.

§ Towit. the 29th’ December, 1614 ~The affait of Am-
boyna took place in 1623.

I
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two pinaces; but they, unexpefiedly, found
there 18 Dutch veffels, fome of which, mounted
30 guns; by this precaution, and other ats of
vigour, they remained yadifturbed in the fifhery.
The parliament of England could not fecure it to
théir country, notwithilanding thie encouragement
they gave to private adventurers, by high boun-
ties, and feveral privilcgcs,\w as cxemptions from
the prefs, &c. as well as naturalizing foreign
feamen. Their marine economy, and the weak-
nefs of James, was fuch, as td aflure the fithery
in queltion, to the fubjctts of the United Pro-
vinces. _

They perfifted in counterafling the projeéls of
this prince, with refpett to the Indian trade; their
company exerted themfelves, but without eflett,
to deftroy the cltablifhments of the Englifh in
that country, and to drive them from their fettle-
ments. . About this period, the colonies of New
England, and NewPlymouth, in North America,
and ofSt. Chriftopher, and Barbadoes, in the
Welt Indies, were alfo eftablifhed. The impulfe
given by Evizasern, direfted the “public mind
towards thefe fpeculations, and induced them,
frequently to engage in new undertakings, which
eflentially bencfited Navigation. The marine of
England, would have been confiderably aggran-
dized, had James known how to profit of thofe
fortunate circumftances; but his fhips lay rotting
in port; and, during Jfs whole reign, he built but
nine veflels, the crg@s of which, were from 150
to 300 men each; |the ftrongelt fquadron, which
he fent out, was againft the Algerines, and .com-
manded by Admiral ManseLL, it was compofed
as follows: fix veflels, of from 600 to 660 tons,
each mounting 50 guns; two, from 400 to 500

tons,
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tons, with 34 or 36:guns, together with 12 arm ¢
merchant fhips, from 12 to 24 guns.each.
The unfortunate Cuarces 1. in order to com-

penfate for the neglett of his father, gave orders -

for the building of 18 fhips, of which, four were
remarkable for their large fize, though the crews
allotted to each, did not exceed 250 men., His
fubjetts were alfo defirous to found new colonies,
and thofe of Maflachuffets, Maryland, Conneéticut,
New-haven, &c. originated in this inaufpicious
reign.  This prince, by his unfuccefsful entdrprife
aganft Cadiz, loft upwards of 3000 men, and
feveral fhips; the fleet was compofed of 8o fail,
and with which, he flattered himfelf with the hope
of intercepting the rich galleons, about that time
expetted from Brafil. This expedition, accord-
ing to Moxsox, would, in all probability, have
met with fuccefls, had it been ably conduaéfa':’,'but
circumftances alfo, turned out unfavourably, and
fortune feemed willing, by continual reverfes to
prepare Cuarves for the dreadful f}g%;o he,
which terminated his life. The mifconduét of
his favourite,* at the ifle of Rhé, and being
Rochelle, was produétive of confequences which
he was far from imagining. :

Either in an amorous frenzy, or from motives of

ambition, Buckincuam, although war had not

been declared, refolved to aflilt the Rochellois.t
/ \SOUBISE,

* The celebrated Georce VirLiers, Duke of?»om.
uam. Tranflator. :

t ¢ When the Duke was making preparations for a new
¢ embafly to Paris; a meflage was fent him from Louis, that
“ he muft not thirk of fuch a journey. In a romantic paffion,
¢ he {wore, That he wayld fec the Queen, in flite of ul’ the power

-¢¢ of France! and from that m » hedetermined to engage

¢ Englatd in a war with that kingdom.”  Hume's £n,land,
reign of Cuarves L.
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Sousisk, having armed fome veflcls, unremitingly
harrafled the commerce of France, captured a
number of veffels, and fold them in England.
Louis X1II. frequently complained of thofe out-
rages, but without efiect ; and, 1t was even propofed,
to detain all the French veflels, Influenced, more
by hatred to the favourite, than the love of jultice,
the parliament cenfured thole proceedings, and
called him to a perfonal account. BuckincHAM
appeared inclined to liberate the French vellels
immediatcly, but his real intention was to gain
time, and theorders for relealing them, were iffued
only with a view of getting others into his power.
‘The very fhip that carried the intelligence of this
apparent refolution of the Englith government, to
Calais, had the audacity to feize three veflels in
the road of that place :* this flagrant a& of hoftile
perfidy, was, however, highly condemned by the
whole nation. If, on this occafion, inftead of forhe
flight reprifals, the court of France, according to
the advice of its Amballador at London} had re-
courfe to vigorous meafures, the fuccels of which,
in the critical ftate of England at that time, was
certain; the trouble and expence, created after-
wards by the attempts of the Britith minifter,
would havé been avoided.t

The fleet, which Buckincuam commanded, in
perfon, failed from Portfmouth, on the 7th of
june, 1627, and confifled of go'veflels; of thefe,
not more than 60 arrived with him at the ifle of
Rhé; the reft, fcattered by a tempeft, did not
appear for feveral days, which gave the French

time to prepare. The brave Tunoiras, oppofed
the

* Sce the Fuflificatory Document, in the Appexdix, No. Il.
t See the Appendix, No, 11I.
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the enemy at their landing, and repulfed them in
the firft inflance, but being expofed to the tire of
the fhips, he was compclled to retire within the
fortrefls of St. Marun. Buckizcnam clolely
blockaded the place, and would fhortly have com-
pelled a furrender, had not French bravery and
gencrofity relieved it. | The Bafgques,* armed, at
their own expence, 30 flutes, or pinaces, for the
fervice of their king; fixteen of thele, under the
dircction of an officer, named Vavvin, penetratcd
through the Englifh flect, conveyed ftores of all
kinds to the befieged, and returncd; laden with
their fick and wounded. The garrifon being ftill
in want, one of their compatriots, ANpouix, {up-
plied it with a flotilla of 3o veflels, notwithftand-
ing a firong ftaccado, which the enemy placed
at the entrance of the harbour; one veflel, com-
manded by the brave RaziLiy, fell into their
power; as they boarded it, they heard orders given
to blow up the:vellel; to avert which circumftance,
they promiled quarter to all the crew; but, the
moment their alarm fubfided, they deliberately
murdered, by throwing the French feamen and
foldiers overboard ; none but the officers were
fparcd.  Such “atrocity, called loudly for ven-
geance, and Tuoiras exerted himfelf to obtain it,
by repulfing the affailants, in a gencral attack;
their lofs in this affair, and i fubfequent defeat

by

* The inhabitants of La Bafque, a fmall territory of France,
near the Pyrenees, in the late province of Gafcogne ; it included
Lower Navarre, La Bourd, and Séule, and now forms with
Bearn, the department of the Lower Pyrences. ‘The fupplenefs
of the limbs, and the agility of the natives, are proverbial,
Tranflator,

¥ P

WRAS T




» 114  HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE

by Scuomsirc, reduced them to feck their fafcty . at the
in an expeditious retreat. K cords
Lord Dexsicu, the brother-in-law of Buck- their

incram, was difpatched, the following year, to “this «

make a new attempt, with a fleet of 50 fail.  He inevil

fell in with a f{quadron of 20 fhips, under the “

command of Dt Varexcai, who, on being at- Hux

tacked, beat him off; the Englifh commander, ¢ the

apparently, not difcouraged at this check, boafted 6 Frq

fios to the Rochellois, that he would deflroy this “ to
fquadron when the weather fhould permit; how- “ gril

ever, it foon became favourable, but he dared “ dui

not rifk an alion, and, fhortly after, returned to “ Ro

ort. A third armament, which BuckiNcuam “ wmo

himfclf, would have commanded, but for his “ fos

untimely fate,*, put to fca, uiljcr the command incus

of the Earl of Eixpsey, who,€arriving at Ro- exall

chelles ineffeGtually attempted to deftroy the fa- impo

mous pier, conftruéted hy Poures Tarcon.t  J PTARL

The Englifh Admiral had the mortification to ' ;ing:

e witnels the reduction of Rochelle, and foon after, tive |
: the misfortune to experience the cffeéts of a dread-" conti
{; ful tempelt, by which 14 of his veflels went to the or v
- bottomy and feveral others were driven on fhore, moti
L} at whicl

* His affaffination, by Feirox, in the year 1628, The —

circumftances of this outrage are too well known to need our

‘ xecital,  Tranflator. © -y : 4 ¢
{ + To prevent the Englifh from throwing in fuccours by fea, « tim
i . Cardinal R1cHELIE, in imitation of Alexander, at the fiege  but
{ of Tyre, conftruéted a prodigious mole, 4482 feet in extent, “ ing
¢ « It is aftonifhing,” fays a French writer, fince the revolution, "
t ¢ how much the Clergy contributed to this work, and with « of ]
&. ¢ what pléafure they made the firft payments!” Rochelle was  had
i taken by Lou1s XIIL.. from the Hugenots, in 1628, after a ¢ the
) ficge of thirteen months, during which, the inhabitants fuffered “ fer
all the horrors of famine ; only 4000, out of 15000, furviving « feff

the fiege. Tranflator,

B . . i
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- at the ifle of Aix; the defe€ls in their rigging and

cordage, with which they were very ill fupphied at
their departare from England, expofed them to

“this calamity, and, indeed, rendered it almolt

1nevitgble.

. “The commerce of the Englifh,” ‘fays Mr.
Huwme, ¢ which had met with a fevere check from
¢ the Spanilh, was totally annibilated by the
¢ Frenchi war; thofe military honours, tranimitted
“ to them from their anceftors, had received a
¢ grievous flain, by two unfucceflsful and ill-con-
“ dutted expeditions; (thofe againft Cadiz and
“ Rochelle,) fcarce an illuftrious family, but
“ mourned, from the lalt of them, the lofs of a

“ fon or brother.™® The expences, neceflarily *

incurred by thofe armaments, obliged CiiarLEs to
cxatt the duties of tonnage and poundage; thele
mpofts, fince the rgign of Henry VI, had been
granted for the maintenance of the marine, to the
kings, his fucceflors, but during their refpec-
tive lives.t  The parliament wifhed to limit the
continuance of this exattion. This was the fource,
or rather, the firlt pretext of thole regicile com-
motions that, not long after, took place, and of
which, we are happily exempted from {peaking.

* Hume's England, reign of Cuarves L.

+ ¢ Theé duty of tonnage and poundage, in more ancient
times, had been commonly a temporary grant of Parliament ;
€¢ but.it had been conferred on Henry V. and all the fucceed-
¢ ing princes, during life, in order to enable them to maintain
¢ a naval force for the defence of the kingdom, ‘The neceflity
¢ of levying this duty, had been fo apparent, ‘that each king
¢ ‘had ever claimed it, from the moment of his acceffion; and
the firft Pariiament of each reign had ufually, by vote, con-

“

L

« leflion of,”*  Hume's England, reyn of Cuarvres I.

Pa

We

ferred ‘on the printe, what they alrcady found him in pof. » "

5
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We have alicady obferved, that Cuarcrs did nifhed
not forefee the confequences of the expeditions to © Jthe gre
Rochelle. A daftardly and corrupt people, only, ' fuperin
can be infulted with impunity; with others, fuch nard,
a line of condutt aroules indignation, and creates of timl
a defire of vengeance.  The naval forge fent by not im
England, to the alliftance of the revolted Calvi- “ two
nills, made the French feel the neceflity of efta- " e
blifhing a marine. At that period, they were par- ¢ than
tcularly deftitute of naval ftrength. ~ Hexgy IV, of two
wilhing to fit outa vellel of 300 tons, and a tender and {k
of 25, was under the neceflity of applying to Jeax that p
Loriz, a trading captain, of Bordeaux, for It was
afliftance. 'When the Englifh had refolved to fup- was in
port the Rochellois, and to fhut their ports againit advan
French veflels, Louvis XIII. confidering this as gallies
tantamount to a declaration of war, and being and th
totally unable to protett the commerce of his Spani;
; fubjetts, wasunder the neceffity of laying an em- Cu:
" bargo on their veflels.*  He had not a fingle fhip re-efta
' capable of refifting the cruizers, with which the infteac
8 coalls of the kingdom were infefted; however, of neiy
; Ricurricu, being, foon alier, apponmd chief, in his
I and fupgrintendant of the fea affairs, foon per- troubl
ccived the full extent of the refources of his coun- fold.
try, and the rank which fhe was entitled to hold not on
among the maritime powers of Europe, by her marin
natural advantages, her geographical fituation, ces it |
: and the favourable fituation of her ports. This be fee)
| great muul!cr, ordered tumber o be colletied from if I'mi
‘ all yarts of the kingdom, magazines to be formed, the en
and vellels purchafed; he had feveral fhips bullt, |
! among which was La Couronne, 120 feet in the ¥ Se ik
] kecl, and prerced for 72 guns;. this veflel afto- t Le
i mfhcd thofe op
. ‘ r

* Proclamation of the gth of November, 1625.
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NAVAL POWER OF ENGLAND, 117

nifhed the feamen of that day, who regarded it as
.the greatelt effort of the art ;* Morixu, of Dieppe,
' fuperintended its conftruttion at La Roche Ber-
nard, and epployed, in the work, fuch a quantity
of timber, ‘rft the Duchefs de Ronax, who could
not imagine it, faid, “ I fhould have thought the
¢ two forefts of M. de Rouax, which, they fay,
“ were ufed with this veffel, had been larger
¢ than I now perceive they were!” In the fpace
of two years, a fquadronof 23 fhips, was formed,
and ftationed in the road of Breft, which, before
that period, was habited by fome paltry fifhermen.
It was to fuchexertions, France, under that reign,
was indebted for thofe naval vitlories, and fignal
advantages, which.Poxt Courrai, general of the
gallies; Sourpis, Archbifhop of Bourdeaux;
and the Marquis de Breze, obtained over the
Spaniards.t
Cuarces might have been able to retard this
re-eftablithment of the French marine, had he,
inftcad of endeavouring to foment the civil wars
of neighbouring powers, exerted himfelf to deftroy,
in his own dominions, the growing feeds of thofe
troubles, which terminated in his death on a fcaf-
fold. Thefe internal commotions, fhould appear,
not only to have arrefted the progrefs of the Englifh
marine, but even to tend to do away thofe advan-
ces it had already made: but on the contrary, it wi)l

be feen to have flourifhed more than ever; and,

if I may ufe the expreflion, to gain new life upon

the enfanguined ruins of the throne!

* 8¢ the defcription of it, in /' Hydrograph, du P..Fournier, 1. 1.

t Le P, Fournier, has collected feveral interefting details of
thofe operations, Hydrogr, chap. XXXIV. XXXV, XXXVI,

END oF ‘nlysco:vo BOOK.
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CROMWELL, in fubjeling his accomplices
to the yoke, had Yo fear, left hatred fhould
awaken in them, a remorfe which may be dange-
rous to himfelf; he, therefore, determined to em-
ploy, in foreign war, the reftlefs fpirit of his
nation; nothing could be more gratifying to him,
than to reduce the maritime power of the Dutch.
Since the death of Evizasern, the trident of
Neptune had paffed into their hands; and its pof-
feflion was the more affured to them by the fignal
vittory of Van Tromp, over a numerous flect of the
Spaniards; which was deftined to invade Sweden, in
the view of engrofling the whole commerce of: the
North, at the moment, that the vaft fabric of the
Spanifh power, was declining inall parts of Europe.

The wnion of Portugal with Spain, proved advan-
tageous, to the enemies of the latter kingdom alone;;

the Dutch rendered themfelves mafters of thole
places,

P .
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120 HISTORY OF TIE PROEGRESS OF THE

places, which the former had poffefled in the Eaft
Indies, from the time of their firlt difcovery. By
thefe conquellts, and the judicious management of
them, thefe new republicans fpeedily acquired
riches, which their economy, and induftrious {pirit,
afterwards fo greatly augmented; they became the
faflors of all nations, and beheld their country,
in effeét, the center, and enirepit of the com-
merce of almoft the whole world; mercantile ag-
grandifement was the foul of their enterprifes, and,
with them, every thing had an irrefiftable tendency
to that objeél. Nothing can give a clearer idea
of the general difpofition of thefe pecple, than
the anfwer made by one of their merchants, to the
magiltrates of Amfterdam, who reproached him
with conveying warlike ftores to the Spaniards,
then their enemies: * As a citizen of this town,
% I have a right to trade every where: and could
¢ I make moncy by paffing through #e/l, T would,
¢ without hefitation, run the rifque of fcorching
¢ the fails of my fhip!”

To poffefs a fhare of ‘this national opulence,
without purchafing it at the price of blood, or
by toilfome exertion, appeared, at firft fight, to
CromweLL, a defign worthy of him; to effeét it,
he employed the means of negociation, and pro-
pofed to the States General, to unitec and form
one republic with Great Britain. This great poli-
tical innovation, he defcribed by the name of coali-
tion, inorder to fignify, that the two ftates, by
uniting, would fecure their mutual firength and
aggrandifement. His charater ftrongly appears
in his profeffions to the Dutch Ambaffadors on
this oecafion. ¢ My view in this projet, faid
the hypocritical tyrant, * is the better to enable
¢ us to refift the enemies of our holy rcformatiolr:-
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« The glory of God! which has obvioully been
< hitherto the fole objeét of all my attions, thould
“ be anample fecurity to you, of the rettitude of
¢ my intentions on this occafion.”

After this {ingular overture, which was reccived -

by the States as it deferved, Cromwzrr revived
the ancient pretenfions of his country to the em-
pire of the feas; fhe had acquired it, he alferted,
after a hard ftruggle, and fhe could not fuffer
any other than her own flag, to appear on the
ocean. Hoftilities fpeedily enfued; the Englith

commenced them, by the feifure of 200 vel-

fels;* they alledged, that MarTiN Van Troue
exhibited a large birch-broom at the poop of his
fhip, as an indication of his defign to fweep the
Seas.t Having fallen in with fome fhips of his
nation, chafed by an Engiith fquadron, he ex-
erted himfelf to prevent their falling into the hands
of BLake, who commanded it; the Englith Ad-
miral, under the pretence of exatting the falute,
fired three fhots at the Dutch, who did not return
them; but had their Admiral been able to form
his line, they would have obtained a decided ad-
vantage,

In confequence of this aftion, the inhabitants
of Kent and Suffolk were fo much alarmed, that
numbers abandoned their places of refidence, and
feveral came up to London, and reprefented to

the

® In centradiftinétion to this account, we deem it proper to
ftate what Hume {ays of this affair: “ Letters of reprifals were
¢¢ granted to feveral Merchants, who complained of injuries
¢ wnich, they pretended, they had rcocivccr from the States,
‘¢ and above eighty Dutch fhips fell into their hands, and were
 made prizes."* Hume's England, the Commonwealth.

+ Gumble, Hilt, of General Monk, 1. I, c. IV,
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122 HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE

the Parliament, the dangers to which they were

expofed, as their.parts of the country were wpf
cxpofed to the enemy. Cromwerr endeavoyféd
to allay their fears, and, on this occafion, wrote,
in the following curious manner, to Brage: [ ¢ It
¢ would be to your honour, and to that of ‘your
¢ brave captains, to drive back thefe frogs (the
¢ Dutch,) to their own marfhes, and not fuffer
¢ them to trouble us longer with their croaking!”
The populace, always infolent when they have
nothing to fear, were not, in London, imprefled
with fuch apprehenfions as the inhabitants of Kent
and Suffolk; they armed themfelves, and ran
tumultugélly to Chellea, in order to facrifice the
Dutch abaffadors, but Cromwerr refcued his

- country/from the digrace of fuch an outrage, and

the reprefentations of ghe commiffioners, whom
the Dutch fent exprefsly for' the purpofe, were

[ully heard by the Parliament. They endeavoured

to make that aflembly fenfible of the dangers to
which both nations would be gxpofed, were the
ties broken which united them; and afferted, that,
in fuch cale, the ruin of either country was inevi-

table. ¢ Shall we not be then,” faid they, * as

% thofe children {prung from the earth, who de-
¢ flroyed themfelves, .as the hiftory of Caduus
¢ informs us; fome writers have very aptly com-
¢ pared our republies, to two earthern pitchers,
¢ floating on the fea, -and bearing this appropriate
«wfcription, ¢ St colidimur, frangimur;' if we
¢4 [trike againft cach other we are deftroyed.” This
Battiyian cloquence, however, had very little
effett; the Parliament, uniformly the organ of
Gromwerr, anfweredin terms of reproach; they
aceufed them with having armed 50 veflels, for

JHhe purpofe ¢ of wrefting from England, her

¢ ancient
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« ancient prerogatives, the rights'which fhe had
¢ upon the feas,” and added, * that the object

¢ was the deftruétion of the Englifh fleets, which
« were under Goo, their only barrier, and their
¢ ftrongeft ramnpart.”

Pending thefe negociations, thé Englifh priva-

teers continued their depredations; nothing could
be more favourable to thefe, than that ftate of
,indecifion, whichhad fo often withheld the Dutch
from afting. At length, Vax Trome was ordered
to put to {ea, but a dreadful tempeft difperfed his
fleet, and prevented him from faving thofe
veflels employed in the herring fithery, which Ad-
miral Avscue entirely deftroyed.* Irritated by
this misfortune, they deprived th¢ brave Vax

‘
‘“
“«
«“
“"
“
“«

“
‘"

\\riom authorities, particularly that of Hume,
p “following account of the affair: “* Braxe f;

“.

Trowme ofhis command, and, they feemed to wifh,
\to make him refponfible for the caprice of for-
tune. What attsof injuflice have not republicans
committed, with refpe& to thofe great men, to
whom they owed their fafety and their glory?

o

The

who gives the

Northwards
with a numerous fleet, and fell upon the herring buffes, which
were cfcorted by twelve men of war; all thefe he either
took or difperfed; Trome followed him with a fleet of above
1oofail.  When thefe two' Admirals were within fight of
each other, and preparing for battle, a furious ftorm attacked
them; Brake took fhelter in the Englith harbours, the
Dutch fleet was difperfed, and received great damage.—Sir
Grorce Ayscuk, though he commanded only 40 fhips,
according to the Englifh accounts, engaged, near Plymouth,
the famous D& Ruiter, who had under him o thips of war,
with 3o merchantmen. The Dutch fhips were, indeed, of
inferior force to the Englifh, bat De RuiTEr defended #im-
felf fo well, that Avscue gained no advantage over him,"

* This ftatement is obvioully incorret, as j‘xars from va.
ed

Hume's England, the Commonwealth,
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* Hift. of the Rebellion, &c. -
+ The thip which he commanded, (the Neptune,) had ba
28 guns, and 134 men. '

+ Bafnage, Annal, des Provinces Unies, t. L p. 2§59+

\
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The naval force of England was entrufted to the ¢ meal
command of Braxe, the greateft Admiral that ¢ been
country ever produced! ¢ It was he,” fays Cra- ¢ fpetl
RENDON, * who firlt taught our mariners to de- “ navy
« {pife the forts and batterics placed at the entrance “ inar
% of ports, or on the coaflt, for their defence. He ¢ fhips
¢ infpired the failors with an extraordinary degree withita
% of courage, and made them imagine they could the En
¢ exccute whatever they ventured to undertake.”* ing it 1
The inftances of Lucuiius, and the great Coxpe, . in that
evince, that generals may be forged by nature;: been p
but it appeared impoffible,” that an Admiral could The
be conftituted without the zid of experience, until to con
Braxr appeared ; he was 45 years of age, when he which
was chofen to command the fleets of his country, had tw
before which period, he had never ferved at fea. Admii
His glory,._indeed, might not have been fo - Dutch
great, but his ficcefs would have been more deci- battle,
five, had he ngtto combat with Tromey, EVERTZEN, ing w
and Ruiter{ the laft of whom, about this time, bore a
began.to be famous. A fquadren was placed only |
under his cgmmand, the veflels of which, faounted rear o
only flxl:go to 40 guns each,t and carrigd but a Trom
fmall ndadber of feamen and foldiers. The Eng- The
lith flect, with which he engaged, had, on the W falior
' contrary, feveral fhips of 60 guns, and 700 men.}, and fil
The impartial Hume acknowledges, that the him th
fucceffes of the Englifh, at that time, * were chiefly ftrong
: ¢ owing to the fuperior fize of their veffels, an convo
¢ ¢ advantage, which all the fkill and bravery of the ‘ the Ck
{ ¢ Dutch Admirals could not compenfate. By Boulo
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« means of fhip money, an impofitidbn which had
¢ been fo much complained of, gnd in fome re-
¢ {petts with reafon, the late king had put the
¢ navy into a fituation which it had never attained
“ in any former reign, and he ventured to build
¢ fhips of a-fize which was then unufual.”* /Not-
withftanding their fuperiority, De Ruiser attacked
the Englifh fleet off Plymouth, and after compel-
ing it to retire, he would have burned, or captured
in that port the fhips of the enemy, had he not
been prevented by a flrong South Ealt wind.

The Englifh again put to fea; and Brake had
to contend\with De Wie, Rurrer, and Tromr,
which laft had been reftored to his command. 'He
had two attions with them; inthe firft, the Englifh
Admiral, failing before the wind, attacked the
Dutch fleet, which could neither form in order of
battle, nor be rallied. In the fecond, Brake be-
ing wounded, his fquadron, though fuperior,t
bore away, and evaded the purfuit of the enemy
only through the darknefls of the night ; had the
rear of the Dutch alfified in this aftion, Van
Trome would have obtained a moft fignal victory.

The condu&t of Brake created much- diffatis-
faftion in England, but Cromwerr juftified it,
and fitted out a fleet of 70 fail, of which he gave
him the command. That of the Dutch was equally
firong, and, with 200 merchant fhips under its
convoy, was encountered by the Englith fleet in
the Channel, in a direflion between Portland and
Boulogne. It would appear, that Van Tromr,
for the fake of his convoy, fhould not have rifqued

an aftion; however, under the apprenfion that
' the

~ * Hume's England, the Commonwealth,
+ He had forty fhipsagaintt thirty.
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the wind might change, he proceeded, without Som
delay, tq engage the enemy; after dividing his the Du
fleet into three fquadrons, he attacked his adver- eight'w
faries, and they continued fighting, until night accoyn
feparated the fleets. The Englifh having been did ot
reinforcedy the following day, with fixteen<Jhips, the En,
the aftion(commenced again; Vanx Trowme r cluding
his veflels in the form ofg a crefcent, and fecu ting in
his convoy] in the center; in this order, he repelle three ¢
all the efférts of Brake, which would have been the pr
entirely fruitlefs, had not fome Dutch captains fire fec
quitted their ftations.  Perceiving that the enemy’s ral’s fh
frigates could pafs through thofe fpaces in the line, pleafur
which the difertion of his cowardly officers had , hafty r
left void; Tromp, formed in a new order of battle, \ Wight,
and again fought till night, which afforded him an Thi
opportunity of effefting an orderly retreat. The the firf
third day, notwithftanding all the exertions of the to wine
enemy, he reached his ports, being nearly deftitute ment i)
of ammunition ; but he brought with him, nearly - :gai
the whole of the valuable convoy, which was in- oo W
trufted to his care.* . : “ befo
Some . the |
Y (19
B ki Yo o\ v ?;%
; * Of this important ation, Hu ves the following ac.
{ count: *¢ When the Englifh fleet lay off Pqrtland, (Feb. 18, »
“¢ 1653y) they defcried, near break of day, p Dugch fleet of ; S
, ¢ feventy-fix veflels, failing up the Channel, with a convoy of , “ men {
I ¢ 100 merchantmen, who had received orders to wait at the "
! « Iflc of Rhé, till the fleet fhould arrive to efcort them; “ but o
$hi4 « Trowmpyand under him Dt Rurrsr, commanded the Dutch. “ to the
| -4¢ This bartle was the moft furious that had yet been fought wealth.,
,‘. . « between thefe warlike and rival nations ; three days was the * I
I ¢ combat continued, with_the utmoft rage and obftinacy ; and wards o
{' ; ¢ Buaxe, who was the viétor, gained not more honour than and that
*1,‘ - “ Trowe, whowas vanquithed. The Dutch Admiral made poop, h
f “ 3 _ﬂulful retreat, and faved all the merchafit fhips, except Tromp
‘L'| ¢ thirty, Heloft, however, eleven fhips of;war, had 2000 + l;h
: ¢ men .
ing, the
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Some of the Englifh accounts, ftate the lofs of
the Dutch in this affair, to be 40 veffels, of which
cight‘were funk. The latter, give a very different
accognt, and- affert that the number of {Lips loft,
did ot exceed twenty-four: they alfo affirm that
the Englifh loft twelve veflels by the aétion, in-
cluding feven, which were condemned after get-

ting into port. Tromp and Ruiter, in thefe’

three celebrated days, were equally emulous of
the prize of valour. Never was before fuch a
fire feen, as proceeded from the former admi-
ral’s fhip on . that occafion.* He foon had the
pleafure of being informed that Brake made a
hafly retreat, and had anchored near the ifle of

Wight. s
This officer acknowledged, that the enemy had,
the firft day, all the advantage, becaufe they were
to windward. He afterwards grote to the Parlia-
ment in thefe terms: “ Gop has combated for us,
“ :gain,ﬁ an enemy whom we have totally deftroy-
“ ed, in three furious encounters. Two days
“ before, when“we were at prayers ; and alfo on
¢ the eighteenth,t we obferved that Gop made
“ kpown to us where to find the enemy, by this text
. ?? Scripture, which was read ; ¢ Depart to-mor-
& ; c row

““ men flain, and near 1500 taken prifoners. The Englifh,
“ though many of their fhips were extremely fhattered, had
¢ but one funk ; their flain were not much inferior in number
o e:I. d:hofeof the enemy.”” Hume's England, the Common-
' .

* It was caleulated, that, in the courfe of one day, up.
wards of 8oo cannon fhots had been difcharged from the veffel,
and that a piece of brafs ordnance, which was placed near the
poop, had md:fchrged feventy, times, Mem, de Corncille
Tromp, t. L. p. 94.

% 0ld flile ; but, according to the improved mode of reckon.
ing, the 28h, of February, 1653,
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¢ row, and go,ﬁrth to meet them." Scarcely had
% the chapter, where thefe words appeared, been
« expounded, than we perceived, jull at the dawn
« of day, the enemy’s flect, &c.” This finatical

- language was, at that time, adopted even by he-

-

roes, and no triumph, divefted of hypocrily,
~ could be meritorious in the eyes of the nation.

On receiving infelligence of the advantage
gained by Brake, over the Dutch fleet, the Eng-
lith loudly proclaimed their exultation, The pri-

" foners were condutted, in a fort of triumph, to

Canterbury, and the Parliament ordered a day of
extraordinary thankfgiving on the occalion. This
univerfal joy was, however, damped by fome
reverfes. It is in the {chool of adverfity, that men
generally prove themfelves worthy of the favours
of fortune. An Englifh fquadron in the Mediter-
ranean,” under the command of Captain Bapiriv,
was completely defeated by Vax Garen, who,
though mortally wounded, Kad the refolution to
remain upon the upper deck, and direét the ma-
nceuvres for purfuing the enemy; at that moment
he exclaimed, “ The Englifh! the murderers of
¢ their king, fhall fuffer for their crimes?” and,
with thefe words he breathed his laft.

In order to follow up the vittory off Portland,
Cromwerr projetted an attack upon the Texel, but
without fuccefs. Trome, after convoying a nu-
merous fleet of merchant fhips, hafled to the de-
fence of his country with ninety-eight fhips of war,
and fix fire fhips. They were attacked by Mowk,
who fucceeded BrLakk in the command of the Eng-
lifh fleety in the firlt encounter,, he obtained no
decided Advantage; but in the fecond, he met with
confiderable fuccels, threw the Dutch fhips into

the grcgtcl} diforder, and capturcd, as well as,

funk
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v had funk, feveral of them; the remainder were, for
“been the moft part, difabled, and took refuge behind
dawn the banks of Wiclengen. The greatefi\lofs which
atical the Englifh fultained, on this occafion, was that
by he- o Admiral Deax, who was killed .in the firft
ocrify, ction, .by a cannon ball.*
on. The vi€tors appeared before the Texel, and
antage fpread confternation in all thofe parté. Van -
: Eng- ‘T'romp, difapproving the meafures of the States, §
e pri- lou{ily complained, ‘and, to thefe, he entirel
ph, to attributed his bad fortune, The weaknefls and ill-
day of condition of the veffels, which compofed his fleet, L
This as well as the infufficiency of their crews, obliged i3
y fome him to contend at a difadvantage with the e . '
at men and he threatened, that if they did not rcng
favours thofe defefts, as foon as poffible, he would reﬁgn
[editer- the command of the naval forces of the Republic.
\DILLYy They attended to his remonftrances, and, in con-
', who, fequence, a number of fhips were ordered to be
ition to built; repairs to take place, and allo, a fpeedy
he ma- levying of men. Dk Wir concealed not from k4
noment his country, its critical fituation, and ventured
wers of - IR even to aflgrt, inan affembly, held at the Hague,
™ and, That the Englifh were then fuperior to them, and,
confequently, mafters of the fea!t The populace ;
ortland, confine themfelves not within due bounds, either
xel, but in a Rate of profperity, or of adverfity; the ill
7 a nu- fortune which the Dutch experienced, at that mp- -
the de- g ¢ : ment, !
s of war, £ . i
Monx, " ® It ftrack him, as a grave biftorian remarks, i
he Eng- place, where, the 'xnnigl?:, the rats had :L,'ZJ'J‘Z..'ZZ?.
ined no - Gumble, life of Monk, L. 1. c. 1V. '
met with ¢ t The Englifh fleet contained fifty fhips, ftronger than that
.ips into of the Dutch Admiral. :
well as, ) t Annal, des Prov. Unies, .'I, p. 308, h
funk R '
V
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ment, prefaged new reverfes; and affli€ted by their
gloomy profpeéts, they ceafed not to exclaim,
that, * If the Republic had forces, they ought to
“ be employed, to liberate the feas from the yoke
“ of a power, which affumed the fole dominion
% of them;"and, that they had every thing to fear,
“ from the cruel injuftice of their neighbours,
“ fhould they, after fo much blood being fhed,
% become unable to refift them.” Their appre-
henfions were not without fome foundation; to
prove which, they added, * That the merchant
¢¢ fhips were captured within fight of the Texel;
¢ that the fleets, badly equipped, were incapable
“ of refifting the well-fitted veflels of the Englifh;
¢ that the greater part of- the Dutch fhips had
“ been crippled, difabled, or difmafted, by the
¢ cannon of the former; and, finally, to crown
¢ all thefe evils, that the valour of feveral captains,
¢ could not induce others to fupport them in the
¢ hour of danger, &c."* :
The moft effe€tual means of quieting the minds
of the people, doubtlefs were thofe which the
States General employed. They caufed fuch
exertions to be made in the different ports, that
a flect of 220 fail was fpeedily fent to fea; it de-
layed not, to encounter that of England, which
was equal in point of number, but fuperior in the
force of its veflels. * The refpeélive fleets had the
fame commanders as in the lalt aétion, Van Trowmr,
and Monxk ; the latter, ordered his officers neither

to give, nor to take quarter!t happily, thefe
barbarous

® Lifeof Conn Trowr, t. L. p. 34.
+ We feel it again incumbent on us, to obferve, that the
French compiler (contrary to his ufual praétice, whenany mat.

ter appears queftionable,) adduces no authority in fupport of

kis affertions  Tranflator.

barb
the
rcﬁfl
urge
Engl
tme
he v
in e
[13 07
th{l
nava
mod
acce;
by w
lofs,
“ afl
% be
“ (ta
(13 ba
[ 13 bo
13 WI
13 re
“ vic
[13 n
Dut!;
Adn
divif
feve
thots
cour
ing 1

t]
quote



heir
aim,
it to
joke
nion
fear,
DUTS,
fhed,
ppre-
1; Lo
chant
exel;
able
glilh;
s had
)y the
rrown
Nains,
in the

minds
‘h the

fuch
, that
it de-
which
in the
had the
[roMP,
neither
, thefe
rbarous

that the
any mat.

upport of

NAVAL POWER OF ENGLANDs 131

barbarous inftruétions were not attended to: Were
they the fuggeRtions of a malignant fpirit, or th&
reflult of defpair? His adverlary appeared to be
urged by the latter fecling, when he attacked the
Englifh fleet;* he broke their line three different
times; but, at the expirationof fix hours fighting,
he was killed upon the upper deck of his fhip;
in expiring, he exclaimed, ¢ Courage, my boys!
“ for my part, I have run my courfe!” Thusended
the life of this great man, and in the laft of fifty
naval a€tions, in which he had been engaged; his
modefty was equal to his heroifm ; he never would
accept of any title, but that of Father of the Sailors,
by whom he was almolt adored. This irreparable

lofs, abated the courage of his countrymen. “ The = ~

% attion was no longer violent; and, the fmoke
¢ being difperfed, the two fleets were beheld in a
“ ftate, which marked the horrible fury of the
“ battle. The fea, appeared covered with dead
“ bodies, with wrecks, and mutilated carcaffes,
“ with {moaking, or ftill burning, veffels; the
“ remainder of the fleets, prefented to the
¢ view, fhips difmafted, or with their fails and
“ rigging torn to pieces by the fhot."t After the
Dutch were apprifed of the furrender of Vice-

Admiral Everrzen, and the total defeat of his .

divifion, they were feized with a general panic;
feveral veflels bore away, and heeded not the
fhots which Admiral D Wir fired, to ftop their
courfe,» In this aftion, twenty-feven, or, accord-
ing to fome, thirty veflels were funk, and 6000

men

* July 29, 16;3; old ftile.
+ Narrative of a French Gentleman, who was in the a&ion,
quoted by /e P, Hofte, Evolut. Naval, p. 83,

Y R g
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men killed. An hiftorian, who afferts this battle
to have been lefs bloody, and lefs deftruétive to
(his count ,? Holland, reduces her lofs therein,
tq nine vellels, 500 men killed, 700 wounded,
and as many taken prifoners.* He adds, that the
encmy loft eleven fhips of war in the aftion, and
that, afterwards, they were under the neceflity. of
burning eight. Crarexpon alfo flates, that they
were not in a condition to purfuc the vanquifhed. t
Although the Englifh might differ from thofe
ftatements,and with to conceal their loffes on this oc-
cafion, there can be no doubtoftheirviétory havin
been dearly purchafed ; even the details tranfmitte
by their own hiftorians, proveit: by thefe itappears,
that the Englifh poffcfled two great advantages, the
{uperior ftrength, and ftru@ure of their veflels, and
a greater weight of metal. The Dutch were aware
of thefe circumftances too late, and it was not, until
after the peace with CromweLL, they determined to
build veflels on fimilar principles. The conditions
of this peace, were dictated by Cromwerr, of
which, the moft humiliating, was, doubtlefs, the
{tipulation, not to inveft the Prince of Orance,

. or any of his defcendants, with the dignity of

Stadtholder, or Captain General; this refolution
was, at the inftance of the Proteflor, inferted in
the public regifters.} o

The view of Cromwerr, in this proceeding,
was not, by deftroying the main-fpring of the Ba-
tavian government, to reduce it to a ftate of ina-
nity, favourable to his ambitious defigns; his

policy, on this occafion, was not fo profound, ;s
: e

* Life of Trowmr, t. 1. p. 146,
t Hift. of the Rebellion,
1 May 4th, 1654,
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he excluded, from the Stadtholderate, l}ﬁ}(mjz ?{
Nassavalone, againft which, he conceived a mo
implacable hatred.* Inorder to difturb, or rather
to deftroy, the commerce of the United Provinces,
heendeavoured to introduce into the treaty, an arti-
cle, empowering the Englith to fearch all the Dutch
trading veflels. The latter, though they refufed
formally to accede to fuch an arucle, neverthe-
lefs, privately came to a refolution,t not to op-
pofe the proceeding openly, which, infaét, wasto
tolerate the infult. In confequence, they fent in-
ftru€tions to their different Admirals, which De
Ruiter warmly endeavoured to induce them to
revoke. In a{et;er to the States General, they
exprefled their fenfiments upon the meafure, in
terms, which may be rcgnnm as prophetic: * It
“ will, doubtlefs, expofe usto infults when we
“ leaft expeét them; thefe, will be offered defign-
¢ edly by the Englifh, they will fearch our vﬂ#cls
¢ at their pleafure, take poffeflion of them on the
“ flighteft pretence, afterwards treat us as
o infamous poltrons!”} '
The war which foon after enfued between Eng-
land and Spain, afforded numerous pretexts to
: the

* Hume thus exprefles himfelf on this curious and important
point: ¢ Cromwell, jealous of the conneftions between the
“ royal family and that of Orange, infifted on a feparate article,
“¢ that neither the young Prince, norany of his family fhould
‘¢ ever be invefted with the dignity of Stadtholder. The
“ vince of Holland, ftrongly prejudiced againft that oE:
‘“ which they efteemed dangerous to liberty, fecretly ratified thie
‘¢ article; the Proteftor, knowing that the other provinces
*“ would not be induced to make fuch a concefion, was fatisfied

“ with the fecurity, Hume's England, the Commonwealth,

+ By an A&, November 3d, 1655.
4 Letter, dated Texel, December 16th, 1655,
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the former, as well as frequent opportunities, to
make thefe fearches. The Protettor undertook this
war, in the view, as he had failed in participating
the commerce of the Dutch, of obtaining that of
Spain, by the conqueft of her richelt poffeffions
in the New World. So far had this power been
from affording any ground of complaint, that
it, on all occafions, endeavoured to conciliate
him; they were the vi€tims of his perfidy, and
he attacked them in different quarters, without
any declaration of war. They were unabfe to
conjetture the objeét of the firlt armament he fent
out, its deftination being then a profound fecret;
and for fome time they imagined, the defign was
to plunder the church of Loretto, a proceedin
which would, even in his life-time, have canonizeg
CromweLL, among his own fe€t. The ambaffa-
dor of the Court of Madrid, however, rightly
fufpe&ting whom the expedition was againft, de-
manded, inthe name of the king, his mafter, to
know what was required of him; the Protettor
anfwered, to abolifh the inquifition in his dominions,
and to grant the Englifh an unre{lri&ed trade to the
Weft Indies! To this, the philofophic minifter
. replied, ¢ My mafter has but two eyes, and your
¢ highnefs would deprive himofboth:” CromweLL,
however, was pleafed that they feemed fhut to his
ambitious defigns.

Thefe were extenfive, as may be inferred from
the inftru€tions which he gave to Pexn and Vena-
BLES, the former commanding a fleet, the latter, a
confiderable land force, ¢ The principal objeét”
as the inftruétions fet forth, ¢ fhould be, to cfta-
¢« blith a footing in thofe parts of the Welt
¢ Indies, poffefled by the Spaniards; this may be
¢ cffetted in threg different ways; the firlt, by
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¢ getting poflefion of St. Domingo, or Porto
¢ Rico; the fecond, to leave the conqueft of thefe,
“ in the firlt inftance, out of the queftion, and to
¢ attack fome of thofe fettlements, fituated be-
« tween the Oronoko, and Porto-bello; and
¢ thirdly, by a plan, equally affetting the infular,
¢ and the continental {ettlements, viz. to make a
¢ defcent, either at St. Domingo, or Porto Rico,
¢« and, after fubduing one of thefe colonies, to
“ proceed to the main land, and inveft Cartha-
¢« genia.” This well-conceived plan was fuggefted
by Tuomas Gack, a Monk, who had efgcapcd
from the dungeons of the inquifition.* It was
intended to carry it into effeét, but the operations
of Venasres, were very injudicious, in confe-
quence of which, he was driven from St. Domingo,
with lofs.t He afterwards made a defcent on
Jamaica, the capital of which was immediately
taken, and not long after, the whole ifland was
fubdued by the Englifh.

This valuable acquifition, however, did not fatisf
Cromwerr, who refolved to perfecute the war wit.{
increafed energy. He difpatched a fleet under
the command of BLake, to cruize off the Cana-
ries, for the purpofe of intercepting -the rich
galleons from Mexico; this officer found them in

the

* The narrative of his voyages, is, perhaps, the earlieft
work which gives a faithful defcription of t.ﬁ Spanifh colonies ;
it was dedicated to Lord Farrrax; and the celebrated M.

CovrperT deemed the work of fuch importance, that he had it
tranflated into French,

+ The account given by Hume, of this affair, bears out fo
far as the refult ; ftatemement of the French writer; bumt
the profeflional charaer of Venasres, is, in fome degree,

fhielded by the former, See Hume’s England, the Common.
ucah/l. TMM.
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- the bayaf Santa Cruz, under the proteftion of

feverak¥orts and batteries. Notwithftanding thefe
difadvantageous circumftances, BLake determined
to attack them; when the wind proving favourable,
he entered the bay, and, aftera fevere f%ght of about
four hours, he compelled the Spaniards to aban-
don their fhips, which, with their valuable cargoes,
Were all burned. His fituation, however, was’
very dangerous, being then expoled to a heavy
fire from the batteries, but, fortunately, the wind

. fuddenly fhifting, he was enabled to get his {qua-

dron out of the bay; leaving, (to ufe Mr. Hume's
words,) ¢ the  Spaniards in aftonifhment, at the

% happy temerity of 4heir audacious vi€tors!”

This, was the laft triumph of this great fea-officer,
ke digd on’ his paffaggMome; his body was taken
to Englamd; a public funeral was decreed him,
and he was buried at Weftminfter, in the chapel
of Henry ‘VIIi among Kincs, of whom he had
always manifefted his hatred, ~This, however, was
the laft outrage of CromweLL againft them!

This fortunate tyrant died foon after he received -

from France, the important fortrefs of Dunkirk,
and at a time when he meditated great projetls
againft Spain, Not long before this period, Ma-
zariN blufhed not to conclude a treaty ‘of alliance
with>the affaffin of the fon-in-law of Henry "1V,
and the perfecutor of: his grandfon. Every cir-
cumftance thén, appeased to favour the views of
CromweLL, and, at length, when death terminated
his career of profperity, it was only to remove
him from the effetts of thofe plots and confpiracies,
which were forming, in every quarter, againit his
power and authority ; for thefe, he was indebted,
as much to his rare talents, as his criminal, and

unprincipled conduét. With that energy, which
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is as cflential to the commiffion of great crimes,
as to the atchievement of glorious attions, what
will not the man of genius attempt, when his
principles fluctuate at the will of an infatiable lult
of power, and a convulfive rage for fame ?

The injuries of opprefled ro‘yalty were at length
avenged; Cuarres I1. on alcending the throne,
triumphed over his enggies by his clemency ; ren-
dered himfelf worthy & the applaufes ‘of his ca-
pital, by pardoning her deluded criminals ; and,
to crown his glory, he permitted Ricuarn Cron-
wiLL, the fon of OLivERr, to enjoy a peaccable,
retirement.  This prince, not only refrained from
difturbing the adherents of the implacable enemy
of his houfe, but even profited of the falutary re-
gulations he had made, by caufing them to be re-
gularly'enafted. Among thefe, was the celebrated
Navigation A&, by which,“ds a fenfible writer

“ohferves, “ Cromwere rendered to the Englith, a

“ fervice, fimilar to that, which TuemisTocLEs
“ had performed to the Athenians, by inducing
% them to fécure themfelves, in wooden houfes and
“ citadels.” ”

In pafling this memorable aét, by Ais Parlia-
ment, in 1651, Cromwers had; in the firt in.
ftance, no other view, than to avenge himfelf on
the Dutch ;* however, in fatl, on this occafion,

he

* To cover thefe hoftile intentions, the parliament, under
pretence of providing for the interefts of commerce] embraced
fuch meafures as they knew would give difguft to the States.
They framed the famous A% o/ Navigation ; which prohibited

commodity which was not the growth and manufature of their
own country. By this law, though the terms in which it was
conceived were general, the Dutch were principally affected ;

: S ~ . becaufe
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he lefs adminiftered to his own refentments, than

. to the general interefts of his country ; in the mean-

time, he was unable, vigoroufly, to enforce the
provifions of this aét, on account of the Spanifh
war, which conftrained him to allow the Englith
merchants the ufe of Dutch vellels as before.
Without the afliftance of the latter, the general
commerce of England would, at that time, have
confiderably fuffered. When Cuaries afcended
the ghrone, the above confideration did not exift,
and, without delay, he iflued orders for carry-
ing into cffeét, the important bill in queftion,
which he confirmed the following year, 1661, by
his royal proclamation.  We mean, after we have
finifhed our regular narrative, to offer fome fe-
rious refle€tions on this great national meafure.
Cuarvpzs I1, was attached to Naval affairs; which
partiality he had conceived during his refidence
in Holland. His information, in thefe matters,
was, for a fovereign, uncommonly extenfive. He
frequently applied himfelf, not only to the theory,
but to the improvement of the prattice-of the
nautical art. In the latter, he was affifted by Lord
Brouncker, who made feveral experiments on
the qualities of various forts of timber, with re-
fpett to the building of fhips. This prince, not
only augmented the number of his veffels, but
endeavoured to render the fea fervice more re-
{pettable, by inducing the Englith nobility to en-
ter into it. He created his brother (the Duke of

York,) Lord High Admiral, and had one of his -

own fons, entered as a common failor, on board
N a fhip

becaufe their country produced few commodities, and they fub-
fift chicfly by being the general carriers and factors of Europe,
Hume's England, the Commonwealth,
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>

a fhip of war; finally, to compenfate the fea of-
ficers for the fcantinefs of their appointments, he
granted certain perquifites, and allotted them an
increafed fhare of prize-moncy.

This predilettion of Cnaries for naval affairs,
feemed to be ftrengthened by the animolity which
he had conceived againit the Dutch.  The princi-
pal means of gratifying it was by an augmentation
of his naval force, and putting himfelf in a con-
dition to humble thofe malters of the Ocean. His
feelings were lefs hurt by the indignities which he
formerly received from them, and {till continued
to receive, in the perfon of his nephew, the young
Prince of Orance, than by the tone which they
lately held with regard to himfelf : ¢ a ftile,”
as ogfcrved by a late Britith writer, ¢ natural to
¢ all maritime powers, becaufe they can infult
¢ every where with impunity.”® Cuarces enter-
tained the hope of finithing by his arms, what he

had commenced by the att of navigation ; namely,

to aggrandize the comimerce of England, on the
ruing of that of the States General. The parlia-
ment granted him a fupply of 2,500,000l. towards
the expences of a war, of which, fome paltry
mercantile quarrels, were the pretext. The United
Provinces beheld their veflels detained in the ports
of England, and loudly complained of the vio-
lence. Thelr propofal of refering to the Parlia-
ment of Paris to decide upon the legality of this
proceeding, deferves to be particularly remarked. t
It might be eafily imagined, that fuch a tribunal
was not agreeable tothe Englith, who, without

hefitation,

* Valrymple's Mem. of Great Britain, &c.
t Brandt, Vie de Ruiter, L. VIIL p. 375.
‘ S e

%,



140 HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE

hefitation, rejelted every conciliatory propolfi- The

tion, - Leofto

In his manifeflo on this occafion, Cnari ks com- were,
plained of the preparations, which were made for he, ho
their defence; their attivity was altonilhing ; opinio
inlefs than a year, forty-cight thips of war were unfort
~daunched from the ftocks, and the Dutch were decifio
able to put to fea, a fleet of 103 veflels, fhips of “ crov
the line and frigates; feven yachts, and. eleven gave

fire fhips,* under the command of the Baron that dz

p'Oppar, of the ancient and illuftrious family of place;

Vassenarw, His experience, was certainly not mng, a

equal to his valour : a cotemporary writer afferts, - fion;

that this officer was indebted for his commiffion of “valom

admiral to, the favour of D& Wir, and, for. his “the Ei

importance, only to the public profeflions which ~ to'thel

he made of being the friend of that party, and the fion in

enemy of the'houfe of Orange.t  However, bei their ¢

fuppqrtccw)y the abilities of Evertzen and Va confec

Tromp, Ne was capable ‘of contending with t groes

Englifh, whofe fleet confifted of more than"1 view t

vellels, but many of thofe were large trading armed other»

fhips. The Duke of York, brother to the king, denty

had the command, and under him were placed - media

" Prince Rupert and the Earl of Sanpwicn. imav

§ I : : The , bettor

2 ’ - . fell in

# - * Othgrs have ftated this flect to confift of 112 veflels, thirty nearly

| 3 yachts, fite-fthips, &c. oTad

e | * 4 Mem.\du Comté dé Guiche, p.33: The teftimony of this :

; b/ Author is, not always to be relied on, Panicularlx, when he |

¢ i i N fpeaks of the ne Wits, -and their partizans ; againft whomy” ———
LHEL 3 his ill-humour, or rather hatred, is apparent. Oppam was Rk: |
B one of the latter, and with refpeét to him, the Comte goes fo Life of
‘i: * . far as to affert, that he had never (previpus to the occalion we + T

r Coin ¥ . are fpeaking of,) failed, but on the wuaf«f Holland ! 1t was “as folle
TOg be, however, who in 1657 had taken,~r -difperfed the fleet « fhig
o P from Brafil ; and, in the following year, gained an important “ 'lhs

victory in the Baltic fea,

C—
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The hoftile fleets encountered each other, off
Leoftoffe, near Yarmouth; the orders of Oroam
were, to engage the enemy, under pain of death;
he ; howcur. Iuld a council of war, who were oi

opinion, that an attion fhould be poftponed. The °

unfortunafe gommander refufed to abide by this
decifion, arfd ‘exclaiming, * 1 fhall be to-morrow
¢ crowned, cither with laurel, or with cyprefs,”
gave ordcrs to prepare for battlc" in fatt, on
that day, June 3d,. 1665, the engagement took
place; it commcngcd at three o'clock in the morn-
ing, and continued nine hours, without intermil-

* fion; both fleets fought with equal obftinacy and
valour.” In the afternoon, vittory declared for
‘the Englifh; for which they wére chiefly indebted
to' thefr havuﬁlthe weathter gage, and to the gonfu-

fion into which the dreadful fate of Orpaw, thic®
their adverfaries; his veflel fuddenly blew up, in
confequence, as was fufpetted, of one of the ne-
gmesia\mg fet fire to the powder room, witha
view to be revenged for fonve ill treatment; four
other veffels were fet on fire by this terrible acci-
denty and the greater part of the Dutch flect im-

mediately appeared as though they were enveloped
in a\oncx.of" flames; feveral fhips went to the
, bettom, and cightccn veflels,* with 2234 men,

fell into the hands . of the victors, who! purfued,
ncarly to the entrance of the Texel, the remains
of this ill- fatcd armament.t

) This

* The names of no more tha}l fixteen, are lnferted in the
Life of Trxome, t. 11 p. 279, 280.

+ The accaunt giverrby-. Huine this ccleb;ated attion, is

“as follows: “ The fleet, confifting of 114 fail, befides fire-

o and ketches, was commanded by the Duke of York,
- anr under him, by Prince Rupert, and the Earl of Sand-

¢ wich;
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This fignal victory coft the Englifh but three
vellels. It caufed univerfal joy in England ; in
order to preferve the memory of ity divers medals
were ftruck, fomeof which, merit a defcription.
One, exhibited- the likenefs of Cuarres, and
on its reverlg, Great Britain, perfonified, with this
motto: *“ Qdarvor Maria Vinoico;” I claim
the poffeffion of the four Seas. On a fecond, was
reprefented, a fhip under fail, with tl}::fe words:
¢ Pexes nos Iameerium;” The Domihion is with
ourfelves. A third, reprefented Cuarves in a tri-
umphal car, drawn by four fea horfes, and a
{lgct, in the diflance, with this motto: ¢ Er
“ Poxtus Servier;” Andthe Sea fhall be fubmitted
to him. &e.

That period, however, was not arrived; per-
haps the Englifh fuffered it then to elcape; at
lcaft, it was afferted, they had not taken advantage
of their victory. Burxkt, always unfriendly to
the Houle of Srtuart, attributes the blame, on
this occafion, to the. negligence of the Duke of
York. It isaffirmed, that, during the {lecp of
this prince, orders were given for the fleet to
{lacken fail, which afforded the Dutch fhips an
opportunity to effett their efcape. The duke, on
his awaking, appeared much furprifed at what had

taken

¢ wich; it had about 22,000 men on board. Orpam, who
¢ was Admiral of the Dutch fleet, of nearly equal force, declined
¢ not the combat. In the heat of aftion, (3d of June, 1665,)
“ when engaged in clofe fight wirh the Dukeof York, Opdam’s
¢ fhip blew up; this accident much difcouraged the Dutch,
¢ who fled towards their own coaft. Tromp alone, fon of the
« famous Admiral, killed during the former war, bravely
¢ fuftained, with his fquadron, the efforts of the Englifh, and
¢ protected the rear of his coontrymen. The vanquifhed had
¢ nineteen fhips funk and taken; the vi€tors loft only one.*”
Hume's England, regn of Canves 11,
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taken place ; however, he-took no fteps to puni/h
thofe who were the caufe of it, but was fatished
with difgracing them. We fhall leave, to {fome
writers, the malignant pleafure of traducing the
memory of a brave, but. unfortunate, prince.*
The ftate of his fleet, which, in fuch a hard fought
battle, had fuffered much, wasthe real caufc “of
his retiring ; added to this, the fand-banks and
fhallows, environing the enemy’s coalls, favoured
their efcape, their veflels being fo conlirutted, as
to draw lefs water than thofe of the Englifh.
Attributing the caufe of their defeat, 1o a mu-
tiny among the failors on board many of the fhips,
and the cowardice of fome of their captains, the

Dutch were not mel) difhcartened. The ars

rival of Ruiter, who hdd juft returred from a
fuccefsful expedition to tht coalts of Guinea, foon
revived theirhopes.  They clearly manifefted their
confidence in this great man, by appointing him,
during his ablcncc to the high, and important
office of Licutenant-Admiral General of the United
Provinces. He took the command of their {leet,
confifting of g3 veflels, which had been fitted out,
or repaired, after the aétion near Leoftoffe, in the
fhort interval of two months. In confequence of
the winds being unfavourable, the fleet was de-
tained fome time at the Texel, the coaft pilots
being of opinion, that it could not proceed to fea.
The penfionary, De Wir, one of the three com-
miflioners of “the republic, who was pon board the
Admiral’s fhip, and with whom, the want of ex-
perience was compenfated by a profound theoretic
knowledge, remarked, that of all the winds, cor-
relponding with the thirty-two points of the com-

pafs,

* Sec the Appendix, No, IV,
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pafs, four onlyy, were direftly oppofed to the . uhtl t
failing of the fleet; he examined the different® _ the hol
channels with the founding lead, and found about Rurre
twenty-three feet water.  Thefe confiderations off, at
determined- Ruiter to fet fail; but a dreadful that he
tempelt, fome days after, difperfed his veflels, of __Ahips.
which, a few werc loft, and the remainder obliged force,
to return to port. This event favoured the de- to the
figns of the Englifh, who, in gontémpt of the law namel
of nations, infulted, with im[tunity, a numerous 1666.
{leet of Dutch trading veflels, at Berghen, in the weath
dominions of the king of Denmark. lith A
During this intefval, the Dutch refitted their aantag
: w&fels, and fpeedily put to fea, with a “fleet of Ten v
nincty-one fail of the line, twelve frigates, thirteen © were |
fire-(hips, and eightyatchts. The command of the the h:
Englifh fleet, on this occafion, was entrufted to Rear-
* Moxk, that faithful fubjcét, to whom Cuagres owed LIAM
his refloration; this commander had but feventy- attion
eight fhips, ceptainly Ttronger, and better equipped Th
than thofe of Hisenemy, but, 8f which, the crews were three
chiefly, as the plague had carried off a great number twent
of feamen, compoled ofthe mob and rabble of Lon- by the
don. Prince Rurert wasdifpatched with twenty- confic
five veflels, to intercept a French {quadron, which killed
“was fuppoled to be on its way to join the enemy. attior
Notwithftanding the abfence of ghe prince, Monx chang
refolved to attack the Dutch, while at anchor, bu theen
the latter, quickly cut their cables, and Ruiter, With
who ‘commanded them, immediately began the How
attion; the wind blew fo firong, that the Englifh TER,
were unable to ule thewr lower guns, or maintain the &1
the attion more than three hours, in which the
Dutch had the farther advantage of ufing chain-
JShot, then newly invented, and which was attributed * L
to-the prolific genius of De Wit. Monk retired 17tho

until
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uhtil the next day, when he renewed the battle;
the hoftile fleets feveral times croffed each other;
Ruiter, on obferving a great part of his flect cut
off, attacked the Englifh veflels with fuch, fury,
that he put them to flight, and refcued his own

_fhips. The arrival of Prince Rurert, with his

force, made but very little alteration with refpett

to thc event of the combat, which lafted four days, -

namely, the 11th, 12th, 13th, and 1jth, of June,
1666." On the laft day, Ruirer obtainec the
weather gage of the enemy, and prefled the Eng-
lifh Admirals fo clofely, that they took the ad-

~vantage of a heavy fog, to effect their retreat.

Ten veflels, among which was the Prince Royal,
were funk, or burned, and cleven others fell into

the hands of the .Dutch, including the fhip of

Rear-Admiral Avscuve. Vice-Admiral Sir Wip-
viam Bergrey was Killed in the courfe of ‘this
attion.

The lofs of the vittors, on this occafion, was
three veffels burned, and four funk; more than
twenty fhips were dlfmallcd but none were taken
by the Englifh. However, the States fuffered a
confiderable lofs in Admiral Evertzen, who was
killed by a cannon fhot, towards the clofe of the
aftion. Tromr greatly fignalized himfelf; he
changed his fhip fix times, and as often attacked
the enemy with {o much promptnefs and fury, that,
with aftonifhment and carneltnefs, they enquired,
~How many Trowmps were in the Dutch fleet™  Rui-
TeR, Who difengaged him, when furrounded by
the encmy, difplayed, throughout the attion, a

coolnefs

* Letter of the Comte p'EsTrapEs to Louis XIV, of the
17th of June, 666,
T
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coolnefs and intrepidity, which cannot be fuffi-
ciently admired, A young French nobleman,
who was on board one of the Dutch fhips, in com-
paring the former of thefe Admirals o Maicellus,
and the latter to Fabius Maximus, obferved, that,
during the attion, * no onc appeared fo atiive as
¢ T'romr, orfo deliberate or fkilful as Ruirer;
¢ it may betruly faid,” continued he, * that thefe
¢ two gained the battle.”  This attion would
have been more defiructive to the Englifh, had

all the Dutch captains performed their duty.
Neverthelefs, this haughty nation did not ac:
knowledge itfelf to have been conquered; and
Cnarves gave orders to his Admirals, Prince
Rurerr, and,to the Duke of Ausemarie, (the
illuftrious Moxnk,) again to engage the encmy.
The aclion we allude to, was favourable to the
Englifh, owing to the mifcondutt of Trove, who
quitied his flation, for the fruitlefs purfuit of the
blue fquadron of their fieet. The Englith took
advantageofhisablence to furround the remainder
of the Dutch ileety, which was compelled to retire,
with the lofs of 20 veflels; Tromr was purfued in
his turn, but did not receive a fingle fhot from
the encmy, which induced a fufpicion of a previous
underftanding between them.  Ruiter complained
of the ill-conduct of his colleague; his own, it
mufl be acknowledged, was not only exempt from
all blame, but even merited the higheft eulogium;
like the lion, aflailed by a numerous band of hun.
wrs, he yielded not, but to fuperior force, being as
tormidable in his retreat, .as he was terrible at the
onfet. When informed of his exploits, Louis X1V,
himfelf,

—

* Manr, du Comte de GuicHe, p. 267,
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him{¢lf, wrote to the States General, ¢ that Rui-
¢ rer had acted with equal prudence and courage,
¢ that he performed atiions, which appeared (o
& furpafs the power of man! I eftcem,” adds
this prince,  his retrcat, much more than I fhould
¢ his having gained the battle, as, with eight vel-
¢ felsy he refilted twenty-two of the largelt l‘lnglilh
“ fhips, directed by two Admirals.”
France, at this period, took an intereft
fuccels of this war; fhe declared in favour o
Dutch, and rcpcalcdly premifed to join her n
force with theirs. This junétion, however, did
take place, becaufe the fubfequent policy of the
king, was, to {uffer the belligerent powers to exhauit
themfclves, with aview, afterwards, of reaping the
whole benefit of their quarrel. The advice given
by M. De LioxxE, on the occafion, to that effeét,
was fuch as found policy di€tated: and it would
have been then, improper to declare for either
of the hoftile nations; ftill more fo, to offer
alliftance, which he was refolved not to furnifh.
The victory obtained by Moxk, was brilliant,
and he endeavoured to take every advantage of it.
He detached Sir Rosert Hormes with an arma.
ment to attack the encmyyin their own ports; this
officer approached the Tel, and burned, in the
road of the Ifle of Vlie, two fhips of war, and
150 trading veflels; then, availing himfelf of the
tide, he plOLCCdCd to the Ifle of Schelling, on
wlmh he made a delcent, ravaged the country,
and deftroyed the principal town. The lofs fuf-
fered by the unfortunate inhabitants of this ifland,
exceeded fix millions of livres; the greater part ok
thefe people being Mennonifles, or anabaptifts,
they fled at the approach of the enemy, and, faith-
ful to their principles, prclcncd ruin, toa defence,
purchaled

e
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purchaled at the price of human blood. The Dutch
acknowledged they fuffered more by this enter-
prife, than by a loft battle.* They would have
felt the effetts of it flill more feverely, had not a
heavy rain prevented Howmes from feizing the
rich magazines of their Eaflt India company, at
Vlie. :

The plague, which then raged at London, as
well as the great fire, which, about that time, took
place, confiderably abated the national joy at this
fuccels; cven the parliament granted with re-
lu€tance, a new fupply, for the fupport of the
war; and thefe confiderations induced Cunarvis
to open a negociation for peace.  Its progrefs was
delayed by the machinations of De Wir, who

fought for an opportunity to avenge the late. in-.

fult upon his country. The impolitic monarch of*
England foon afforded it, in confequence of his
laying up the greater part of his veffels, and dif-
charging their crews. The moment was favoura-
ble, and the Penfionary fuffered it not to efcape;
he conceived the bold defign of deftroying the
principal naval forces of England in their very
harbours: a profound fecrefy, joined to an in-
credible altivity, might affure the execution of it,
with which Ruiter, ‘was entrulfed. He failed the
6th of June, 1667, with feventy Yeffels, and fix-
teen fire-fhips; a part of this fleet, under the com-
mand of Vax Gent, advanced to the entrance of
the river Medway, and took the fort at Sheernefs;
Ruiter then joined him with the remairder of the
fleet; they forced their way up the river, as far as
Upnore callle, ncar which, they burned feveral

vellels,

* Bafnage, Annal, des Prov, Unies, t. L. p. 7844
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vellels,* and took fome others, among which, was
the Royal Charles; the magazines, and a great
quantity of naval ftores, were deftroyed by the
Dutch.  Confternation and terror univerfally
prevailed; London, herfelf, feared to fce her
Tower taken,and her fuburbs, which were defence-
lefs, deftroyed by fire. ‘%numbcr of vellels were
immediately funk in the*bed of the Thames, to
obflrutt the progrels of Rurrerg=up that river;
hywever, the attempt was not made; the Dutch
ptoceeded to atttack fome veflels in the road of
Harwich, and at Torbay, after having obliged
Admiral Seracck to retire.t  The towns of Porti-
mouth, Plymouth, and Dartmouth, and the Ifles
of Wight and Guernfey, were feverally menaced
with an attack, 'When the Dutch Admiral arrived
off Scilly, he requefted the Duke de Beaursorrt,
who commanded the French fleet, to join him;
fuch a union would doubtlefs have proved fatal to
the Englifh; but the French commander refufed
to comply with the withes of Ruiter, and excufed
himfelf, ashaving no orders, to that ¢ffect, from
his court, as well as on account of the nearly ter-

minated negociation for peace.] >
All the difficulties which impeded its conclufion
were, about this time, removed, and the articles
were fpeedily figned at Breda. The honors of
the flag were again affured to England; it was
ftipulated that the fhips of war, as well as the trad-
ing veflels, of the United Provinces, fhould falute
the

* Le Charles Quint, the Royal Oak, the Royal London, the
Royal Fames, &c. the largeft veflelsin the Englith navy.

t The Comte de Guiche, cenfures the Dutch, for not taking
proper advantage of their fuccefs, which they could, fays he,
have pufhed with the greateft facility, © Mem. p. 390,

1 See the Appendix, No. V.
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!',O HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE

i‘w)m of the Englifh royal navy, by logcrimg the
main-faily and the flag from the main-malt. By
this treaty, (,vl ARLES aC qumd thole Dutch colonics
in North’ America, fince known by the names of
New York and New Jerfey. The lofs of thefe
extenfive and ferule provinces, was by no means,
compenfated by the ceflipn of the ifland (fo long -
contelted, and of fuchflittle importance) of Po-
lerone, in the Eaft Inflies. Qurinam, of which
they had recently made conqucll, remained with
the Dutch. By prolonging the war, they mi
have been able to obtain ore fay crms,
but the continuance of fes, ruined their
commerce, and they felt it sgheceffary to fubferibe
to the propofed articles.
The reconciliation appegred fincere, and, fhort-
ly after, Cuarces entered/into the triplevalliance,*
the immediate objett which, was to preferve
the barrier, whic e well founded apprehen-
fions of €h required, fhould continue be-

tween their territory and France.  In the midft of

the rejoicings, which took place in England, on
occalion of this treatv, Lord Crirrorp, then a
confidential miniflery let fall fome words which
difcovered the recal intentions of his malter ; ; he
inadvertently faid, ¢ Notwithftanding all this joy,
¢ we mult have a fecond war with Holland.” ~ In
fatl, ncgociations to that end, were foon entered
into with Louis XIV. who had refolved on the
ruin of that Republic, fo rec¢ntly in alliance with
him. Offences, which fhould have been forgot-

- wn;

*With the States General and Sweden, in Janvary, 1668 :—
this confederacy was framed by thofe great and good minifters,
the Dutch Penfionary de 13t and Sir Hilliam Temple.
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ten; injurics, that he ought to have pntcndui 13-
norance of ; h;m\, molft llndC(‘()lfllldl)l) Arritate (l
him. Hé could not fupprefs his refentment, the
confequences of which, are well known. The felf-
leve of an individual, when hurt, is ofien impla-
cable in its vengeance ; that ofva fovereign, 1s al-
ways terrible.

The animolity of the Punch monarch, too rea-
dily accorded with the averfion of Cuarves 11
to admit *of their delaying to unite themfelves by
the {tipulations ol a treaty. Many of the articles
were kept fecret ; Lours therein purchafed the
ruin of the Dutch by the furrender of. the empire
of the feas, and promifed his ally, firlt, that he
fhocld be put in pofleflian of the iflands ol Wal-
cheren, Cadfand, Voorn, Goree, and Minorca ;
and the ports of Sluys and Oﬂcnd and, chondl),
to alffift him in conquering the Spanifh poﬂt.ﬂiuns
in America.i What important facrifices, and what

confequences might not the execution of fuch

projetts involve 7 But, thele confiderations were
not attended to, by a vindittive prince. The
ccflion of Minorca and Oftend was, however, to
take placc in q;; ev entg that the title, or claims of
Louss to the "Spanifh ;monarchy, fhould be dif*
