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lULT,

An abstha.)
0* THB

biSTOHY «r dw OLD TliSf

«
CitAh*ER I.—From GJB^ESl^^

§ 1. Of the Creation. G^n.hiU

OD cfeated Wveh and ^arth^ itU the thjbipM
see^ and all those which we do ndt Me; Ir4

Word, the whole univenei He isreated it ofiiQlhiiigi

i>y hit only word^ and hy his Will$ tnd fdr hit evUa

glory : he made it not all at 6nce, but in tfx days^aad
in such order as he pleaised. The first day be tede
the light ; the secoiid day he made ther bMveni ; the

third day he formed the earth and the seas, and madtf

the herbs, trees, and plants of all sorts to rise out of the

earth ; the fourth day he made the sun, moon and*

stars ; the'fifth day he made the fishes atid tte birdi i

the sixth day he produced from th6 6arth itU other

j;j|(ind8 of living creatures^ and then h6 made tnaD^ to

have the command ofilll other animals. On the se-

yenth day God restedi that is .to sayi he ceased to

groduce any neW creatures; When God made man^
e formed the body out dfthe earth, and then breath'*

isd into it the breath of.life^ (Gen. tt«) that is to siiy»

,he created for it a spiritual iUid immortal soid) maje
after his own image and lilteitM; hMtprntich 09 ihe

floul ofman is a spirit like him^ capable, of kntowing

imd loving him, and made for him; Tbo fir^ man
li^as named Adam ; and God gave him for hiacompB-''.

tiiott a woman, named Eve ; whom he formed Piit o(



4 THB FALL OF MAN.
one of his rib«, that he might love her as a part ofhim-

ielf: and thenJt >w|«,,that Qqd Jna^iluted matrimony.

He also placed Adam* and Eve in the earthly Para-

dise, or the delicious garden of Eden, with leave to

eat of all the fruits there except the fruit of the tree

WM^Mkfi'^HchW ^forhift them miderp^iii pf

death : and this was the only mark of obedience which
God reqj|]|red from them. Here they conversed with

God, and -lived happily; and if they had not sinned,

would never have died<

§ i. Of ihe Fall ofMan by Sin. Gen, ii.

o God In the hegUining had also created an inhume-

'>rabl0 midtitude of'pure spirits, ofa superior nature to

man, whom we csdl the Angels : some of these fell

ifrom' God by sin, and were condemned to hell* These

toe-the devils, or widsed spirits, who, through malice

ktid'envy, make it their business to tempt men, and
tb eause l^m to revolt from God. One of these ma-
lieidus 'Spirits entered into a serpent, and persuaded

the v^man to eat of the fruit of the forbidden tree

:

i^ghe eat of it, and gave some to her husband, who also

eat of it. In that moment their eyes wer^ opened to

eeeand be ashamed of their nakedness, and the rebel-

lion of the flesh against the spirit, and to know t]||g

good they had lost ofthe original grace and innocence.
^Thus they incuired ^e sentence of death, both tem-
'|>oral and eternal, became slaves of the devil, liable to

aU Sorts of evils, weak toaU kind ofgood, and strange-

ly propense tovconcupiscence ; which is a disordeHy

'love and desire of gratifying ourselves, that turns us
^W'firom the love ofCrod, and is the source of all our

^^Mlltr However, that man might not be left without

^^6p6 ik comfort in his misery, God was pleased <even

f<h^ to leveal and proniise to him a Saviour and Re-

'"dbenieri to dome of (he iMed of the woman, who

.(

/
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Paradise.

§ 3. Of the Descendants oJAdam^ and the geni*

fal Corruption qf Mankind, Gen. iv. v. vi.

As Adam and Eve had no children till aOer thei#

fall^ and that w6re born ofthem were bom in comip*>

tion and sin, and subject to the same miseries as th^
wdre, and so were all their posterity. The filrst Chil*

drdn ofAdam and Eve were Gain and Abel. These

being grown up, offered sacrifices to God ; who was
pleased to shew his acceptance of the tadrifice of

Ab^l, and to have no regard to the offerings of Cain.

Upon this, Cain through envy murdered his brotherj

And his descendants wfere a very wicked rac^i About
the time of tlie death of Abel, God gave to Adam
another son, whom he called Seth, who was the father

of a more godly race. His son Enos, began with

solemn worship to call vpon the namb of the Lord^

Gen. iv. 2$. Enos was the father of Cainan ; Cai-

nan was the father of Malaleel, whoivas the father of

.Jared ; Jared was the father of Henoch, whr xmlked

hiih God, and was seen no more amongst miTi^ be^

cause God took him away : Henoch w^s the father of

Mathunala, Who lived nine hundred and sixty-nine

years, which was the longest life of any recorded in

the scriptures : Mathusala was the father of Lameeh,
and Lameeh was the father of Noe, or Noah. These
were the patriarchs who lived before the deluge. The
descendants of Seth and Ehos, for their piety, were
called the sons of God : till, falling in love with women
of the vrickdd race of Cain, and marrying with them,

4hey also were ccnupted, and the whole earth was
filled with iniquity, laid God determined to destroy

them alt. i«



t THJB 80KI or NOAH*

6 4. CfJ^oah and ike Deluge. Gen. vi. vii.

Notb was ajutt andjperfect man in Ma generof

Honf hi vxilked with (fod^ and was pleaaing to him*

God levealed to ikivgt his deeign of destroying all man-
kind by an univefiial flood ; and commanded him to

make an ark or vefltel in the form of a trunk, im-

mensely largei divided into three stories, and capable

of containing a couple of every kind of birds and

beaats, and provisions to feed them all for a year.

—

Then, by the divine commandment, Noah went into

the ariL, with his wife, and his three sons and their

^ves, taking with him two of every sort of animals

tiiat live upon the earth. And presently the Lord

made a dreadful rain to fall for forty days and forty

nigbtsi accompanied by a great inundation of the sea

;

ao that the whole earth was under water, even the

bighest mountains, and all men and animals were de-

stroyed ; none were saved but those that were in the

vk»
§ 5. Of the SonsofJ^oah

Noah had three sons, Sem, Cham,, and Japheth

;

by these and their ofispring the world was repeopled.

But as men began to multiply, they began also to

grow wicked : their pride put them u{)on building a
city and a tower, the top of which might reach up to

the skies ; as if it were to secure them from a second

deluge. But the Almighty put a stop to their build-

ing, by confounding their tongues, so that they could

not understand one another ; whence the name ofthe

place was called Babel^ that is, confusion; and from

thence they were dispersed throughout the world. It

was now that kingdoms began to be formed, and that

thb tyrant Nimrod, ofthe race of Chad, laid the foun-

dation of the Babylonian empire. But men growing

daily moire ahd more corruj^ at length not only the

§
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true knowledge and worahip of God, but even tlie ob-

servance of the law of nature waa almost banished

from among them ; and instead of God, the sun, the

moon, and the stars, the elements, the wicked spi-

rits who deluded them, nay e\^ brute beasts and
senseless idols, in which they imagined a divinity to

reside, bAame the object of their adoration ; the true

religion only remaining vnih some few holy persona,

chie0y of the race of Sem, and of the branch of Heber.

§ 6. Of the Patriarch ^braham^ and of Melchm-
. dech*

When idolary had begun to corrupt the family of

Heber, God was pleased to order Abraham, a man of

that family, the tentb in a lineal descent from Noah,
to depart from his country and kindred in Mesopo-
tamia, and to come into the land of Ghanaan, which
he promised to give to his seed, and that in his seed

all the nations of the earth should he blessed; fs the

Saviour of the world should be bom of his posterity.

Abraham, walking always in the presence of God,

and ever attentive to please him and worship him in

every place, readily obeyed the call. God, pleased

with his faith and obedience, protected him on all oc-

casions, showered down his blessings upon him, and

entered into a solemn covenant with him, that from

hint should come a numerous people, who should

possess the promised land ; and that from his seed,

blessing and grace should be diffused over the whole
earth : and for a mark of his covenant, he enjoined

him and his posterity the ceremony of circumcision.

He also, by a miracle, gave him a son, when he was
an hundred years old, of Sarah his wife, (who had
been always barren, and was then past the age of

child-bearing,) whom he named Isaac ; and on whom
he declared aU the promises should be entailed, which



|9 0» LOT, hJc.

he had made 10 bis father. When IsaAo wae grown
up, and God was pleased, for a farther trial of Abra*
liam's faith and obedience, to command him to offeif

iip this dear son in sacrifice, he made neither replv

nor demur ; but taking him to the appointed place, af-

ter having bound him and laid him on thi^a^.tar, he

stretched out his hand ready to slay him with his

Bword, when behold an aiigel from God stopped him,

applauding his obedir'nce, and repeating and renew^

ing all the promises made to him. In Abraham's

time lived Melchisedech, king of Salem, priest of the

most high God
;
qf whose parents and family we have

no account : we only know, that this extraordinar]^

man met Abraham, when he returned victorious ovei^

the four kings, (who had carried away his kinsman
Lot and all his substance,) and that he gave him his

blessing in the name of the most high God, and ofier-

ed for him brCad and Wind ; and that Abraham gave

him the tythes of the spoils. Melchisedech was a
figure of the Saviour of the world, who was to be

greater than Abraham, though descended from him.

I 7. OfLotf and the Destruction of Sodom, Gem
xix.

Lot, the nephew of Abraham, came along with

him from the land of Chanaan, and joined with hitii

in the faith and worship of the true God. He went
afterwards and dwelt in the city of Sodom, where his

soul was daily afllicted at beholding and hearing the

lewdness and wickedness of the inhabitants. 2 Pet.

ri. 7. 8. Their sins at length c^ing to heaven for

vengeance, the Lord sent tv^o Angels to destroy their

city, (which he would have ppared, if ten just men
had been found therein,) and to bring forth Lot from

among them. The angels appearing in human shape,

were entertained by Let, when behdd the me|) of the
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city beset his house, and would have forced their way
in to abuse) his guests, but being struek with Uindnera

by the angels, they could not find the door: and early

in the morning they led Lot, his wife, and his two

daughter, out of the city, and bid them save them-

selves by hasty flight, without looking back, lest they

also .should be consumed. Then the Lord rained

fire and brimstone upon Sodom, and the jieighbo(ing

cities of Gomorrah, Adama, and Seboim, involved in

the like guilt ; and destroyed those cities, with their

inhabitants, and the whole country about, and all

things that spring from the earth; and Lot's wife

turning to look back, was changed into a pillar ofnit.

§ 8. Ofihe Patriarchs Jaaac and Jacob.

Isaac, as he inherited the promisee and covenant

made by God to his father Abraham, so he inherited

also his devotion and piety : walkings as the scrip-

ture says. Gen. xlviii. 15. always before Gocf, and

ever attentive to pleate him. God gave him Rebeoca
tc wife, of whom he had two sons, twins, Esad. and

Jacob. Esau, who was the first-born, profanely add
his birthright to his brother Jacob for a mess of pot-

tage ; and when Isaac was about to have given the

blessing that belonged to Esau, the first-bom, Jacob

by his mother's advice, obtained it by a stratagem

;

and Isaac, though he had been surprised, af^er he had
found it out, confirmed it, understanding it to be the

order of God. Jacob inherited the piety and devotion

of Abraham and Isaac, and is joined with them as a

special favourite of heaven, by God himself, when he
styles himself the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,

and the God of Jacob. He was also favoured by a

vision, in which he saw a ladder (Gren.xxviij.) stand-

ing upon the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven,

and the angels of God ascending and desceiKUtug by



it, and the Lord himselfleaning Updn the top therbof^

confirming to lum and his seed all thci promises hd
had made to Abraham. He also gave him the name
of I'sraely and made him the father of twelve sons i

from whom the twelve tribes of Israel are derived^

These were Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Jiidah, Issachaf,

Zebulon, Dan, Nepthali, Gad, Aser, Joseph, and
Benjamin. As Ruben had forfeited his privilege Of

first-born, which entitled him to a double portion, and
to be the priest and prince of his brethren, by defiling

his Ikthei^s bed, the double portion was given to Jo*>

^ph, from whom descended two tribes, Ephraim arid

Manasses ; the priesthood was given to Levh and the

eceptre to Jucbh ; aciiording to the blessing given him
l:^ his father at his death, Oen. slix.. The sceptre

shall not be taken aitiayfrom Judah—till he come that

is to be senty TShilo, the Messias^) and he shall be ih§

expectation oj nations•

§ 9. Of the Patriarch Joseph.

Joseph^ on account of his virtue, became the fa-

vorite of heaven amongst all the sons of Jacob, and
Was endowed vvith the spirit of prophecy. He was
kl&o his father's favourite, and therefore was hated

and envied by his brethren ; who, having found an
opportunity, sold him to some merchants, who cctr-

ried him into Egypt, and persuaded their father that a
wild beast had devoured him. the merchants sold

him to Potiphar, a principal officer to the king, who
conceiving a great affection for him, gave him the

6harge over all his house ; till his mistress, who had of-

ten solicited him to sin, to which the chaste young
man would by no means consent, maliciously aiCcused

him to her husband of having made an attehipt upoii

her chastity. Hereupon Joseph was cast into prison^

^here his prophetic spirit became manifest in the iii'^'
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tetpretation ofthe dreams oftwo of the king's servants,

A^er two yearshe was called out ofprison by Pharao,

and upon his interpreting that prince's dreams, fore-

boding the seven years ofplenty, and the seven years

offisimine, that were tp come upon the earth, on ac*

count ofthe wise coup^l he gave on that occaaon,

he was promoted by the'king, and made governor over

all Egypt His brothers, forced by the famine, camo
into Ej^pt to buy corn, which was sold out under his

direction. Having known them, though they knev/

him not, (for he spoke to them by an interpreter,) he *

charged them with being spies, and treated them sq

harshly, as to occasion them to s^y to each other,

**We deserve to suffer these things, because we have
^__

** sinned against our brother, seeing the anguish of his^^
** soui, when lie besought us, and we would not hear ;

^^
** therefore is this a£^iction come upon us :'' not know-
ing that he understood them, much less that he was
the person. Joseph, on hearing this, turning aside for

a while, wept, and sent them home with a charge,

that at their return they should bring their youngest

brother with them : and ordering his steward to sup-

ply them with com, and to put every man's money
into his sack. At their second coming, after keep-

ing them some time in suspense, he made himself

known to them ^ith many tears, in the most moving
manner, graciously excusing all they had done against

him, embracing and weeping over each of them. Af-
ter which he sent for his father Jacob, with his whole
family, into Egypt, and gave them there the land Ges-
sen : and thus it was that the children of Israel be-

came inhabitants of Egypt, where they sojourned a-;

l^pve two hundred years.

§ 10. The History of holy Job.

Jhid holy inan is believed to have lived during th^
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time that the If»aelite» dwelt in Egypt^ The pliMse of

hie abode wat in the land of Hus, a part ofEdom, or

bordering upon it. He was rich in worldly substance,

but still more so in grace and virtue, having this char-

acter from the Spirit of Grod ; that he was a simple^

sincert^, innocent, and uptightman fearing God, and
departingfrom all evil. God was pleased, for his

trial, to permit Satan to strip him of all his substance

at once, to cause all his flocks and herds to be driven

away or destroyed ; and to raise a storm, which blew
down the house, and killed all his children whilist

they were at dinner. Messenger after messenger

brought to Job the news of all tibiese disasters, who,
upon hearing ofthem, fell down upon the ground, and
w&rshipped God, andsaid, J^Taked came I out ofmy
mother's ivomb, and naked shall I return to my mo-
ther earth : the Lord gave, and the Lord haih takxn

away ; and as it hath pleased the Lord, so it is done:

blessed be the name of the Lord. For Job's farther

trial, Satan was aflewards permittted to strike him
with a giievous ulcer, from the sole of his foot even to

the top of his head, accompanied by a dreadful com-
plication of diseases and pains, all which he bore with

an admirable patience, saying. If we have rjeceived

good things at the hand of God, why should we not

receive evil? His three friends, hearing of all the

evil that had befallen him, came to visit him ; but in-

stead of comforting, only afflicted him the more^ im-

puting all his sufferings to the crimes they falsely laid

to his charge, and pretending, that God never affiiets

the innocent, Job on his part maintained his own in-

nocence as to all those pretended crimes, and appeal-

ed to the judgment of God. The Lord was pleased

at length to pass sentence in his favour^ by a voice

from above ; and to order his three friends to take
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seteii px^a r^' aeyen rams, and Go, Bsud h^ to my
servant ioh^ aud offer for yourselvea a holocaust^ mi
my servant Job shall pray for you; his face mil I
accept, that yourfolly be not imputed to you:for you
have not spoken right things before m, as my servant

Job hath. In the conclusion, the Lord wa9 pfeaaed

to bless the latter end ofJob inore than the beginnings

by multiplying his substance, and granting him a long

and happy life.

Chap. II.

—

From Exodus and the other books of
Moses,

§ 1. Of the Oppression of the Israelites in Egypt*

AFTER the death of Jacob and his sons, the

children of Israel were multiplied exceedingly,

till there arose a king in Egypt, who had not known
Joseph ; who, fearing they would grow too powerfid,

oppressed them with hard labour, and a m^ost cruel

slavery, but the more they were oppressed, the morQ
they increased and multiplied ; wherefore the k^ng or-

dered his people to destroy all the male children that

should be born of Israel,* and cast them into the nver.

During this time, Moses who was born of the trib^ of

Levi, being a lovely child, was hid by his mother
three months, till seeing she could conceal him np^

longer, she took a basket made of bulrushes, and
daubing it with slime and pitch, placed the child

therein, and laid it in the sedges by the brink of the

river ; his sister, standing at a distance to se^ what
would ensue, when behold the king's daughter, wal)L-

ing by the side of the rivei^,. saw the basket in the

sedges, and sent one of her maids for it, who, on see-

ing an infant tiierein crying, and having compassioa

on it, said, This is one of the Babes ofHye Hebrews.

!rhe chil^fii Bister told her, that if £e pleased, sh^

2
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- - -

would go and bring her a Hebrew woman to nurse

the babe. The princess having assented to her pro-

posal, she went and called her mother, to whom she

said, Take and nurse this child for me, and I will

pay thee thy wages. Thus Moses was nursed by his

own mother ; who, when he was grown up, delivered

him to the princess, who adopted him for her son, and
had him educated in the learning and wisdom of the

Egyptians. Going forth afler this amongst his brethren,

and seeing their great oppression, he undertook their

defence ; which coming to the knowledge ofthe king,

he sought to kill .him: but Moses fled from his sight

into the land of Madian, and was there entertained by
Jethro the priest, whose daughter he married, ofwhom
he had two sons. In the mean time, although his

petsecutor, the king of Egypt, dies, yet the cruel op-

pression of the people of God ceased not. Their (iry,
^

on account of their hard labour and slavery, went up
to the Lord, who was pleased to have pity on them.

§ 2. Godsends Moses to deliver Israel : he reveals

his J^ame to^ him.

Now Moses, who had fed the sheep of his father-

in-law, drove his flock into the inner parts of the

desert, and came to Mount Horeb, alias Sina. Here
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire, issuing

out in the midst ofa bush. He saw that although the

bush was on fire, yet it Was not burnt ; and as he

was going up to discover the meaning of this wonder,

the Lord called to him out of the midst ofthe bush, not

to come near, but to put off" the shoes from his feet,

for the groimd whereon he stood was holy; and he
said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abra-
haih, &c. I have seen the affliction ofmy people in

Egypt, and have heard their cry, because ofthe rigour

of them that are over the works ; and I am come down'
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to deliver them, and to bring them into a land flowing

with milk and honey. And I will send thee to

Pharao the king, that thou mayest bring forth my peo-

ple out of Egypt. Moses, through the mean opihion

he had of himself, and his defect in his speed), would
have excused himself; But the Lord insisted upon his

going,—gave him the power ofworking miracles, and
appointed his brother Aaron, who was an eloquent

man, to go with him to the king. On this occasion

God als6 revealed his name to Moses. *' Lo I shall

go," said Moses, " to the children of Israel, and say to

" them, the God of your fathers has sent me to you.

—

"If they shall say to me, What is his namet what
" shall I gay to them ? [am who am, (that is, tarn
" Being itself, the Being of all Beings, all things else

"are nothing.) Thus ahalt thou say:—He who is,

" hath sent me to you, the Lord, (that is, the Eter-
" nal. Self-existent, Infinite Master and Creator of all

" thingii,) the God of your fathers, the God of Abra-
" ham, the God of Inaac, and the God of Jacob hath
" sent me to you : this is my name for ever, and this

" is my memorial unto all generations."

§ 3. Pharao refuses to dismiss the Israelites: _^ The
Plagues of Egypt,

Moses and Aaron, being thus sent with a com-
mission from heaven, went to king Pharao : but he
despisti^he Lord, and instead of suffering the people

to go, as they had requested, to sacrifice to their God
in the wilderness, he took occasion from hence to op-

press them the more. To punish his obstinacy, and
the wilful hardness of his heart, the Lord afflicted him
and his people, with the ten plagues of Egypt: un-

der which he often promised to let the people go : but

when the plague was over he did not perform his

promise. The first of tliese plagues was the turning
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of all ike uoaiers of Egypt into blood. The second,

Weire ihefrogSy who coming out of the river in an im-

niense multitude, covered the whole land, filled the

king*8 palace, as well as all the houses, chambers,

and beds of the Egyptians, and spoiled all their meats.

The third, the cinipas, a small flying insect, produced

from the dust, and infinitely troublesome both to men
und beasts. The fourth, an infinity o£ Hies of all

kinds, which terribly incommoded b«th Pharao and

liis people. The fifth, a grievous murrain^ or pesti-

lence amongst the cattle. The sixth, ulcers or to'/s,

and isweliing blains upon men and beasts. The
seventh, a frightful storm of immensely large hail^

wiUi thunder and lightning and fire, which driven on

together, mixed with hail, and destroyed all it met
With. The eighth, the locusts, which devoured every

green thing that remained after the hail.The ninth,(iarA;-

nessfor three days, caused by exhalations so gross,

that they might be felt with the hand ; so that nothing

whatever could be seen, nor could any one move
himselfout of his place: for it was only where the

children of Israel were (who were free from all these

ptagiies,) that there was clear light. The tenth and

last plague was the death ofall thefirst-born ofEgypty
both of men and cattle, in one night. As a prepara-

tion for this, the Lord ordered, that on the fourteenth

day of the first month, every family of the children of

Israel should sacrifice a lamb in the evening, and
should sprinkle their doors with its blood, and eat the

flesh of it that night, roasted at the fire, with unleav-

ened bread and wild lettices ; with their loins girt up,

and staves in their hands, in the posture of travellers,

setting out on their journey to the land of promise

:

when, behold at midnight the Lord slew all the first-

bora ofEgypt, from the son of Pharao to the son of
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the meanest slave, and even of their cattle. The
angel only spared such houses as were marked with

the blood of the lamb. Now all this was mysterioui,

alluding to the true Lamb of God, by the sprinkling

of whose blood, and the eating of whose flesh, our

souls are to be delivered from the destroying atigel,

and we are to be brought home to our true country.

With this last plague Pharao and his people were so

terrified, that they presently sent away the Israelites,

and even pressed them to be gone, lending them the

best things they had for their journey. The remem-
brance of their deliverance from the bondage of JBgypt

was ordered to be observed by the institution of the

feast ofxhepasck or passover, on which they every

year repeated the sacrifice and supper ofthe lamb : as

a figure of the christian sacrifice and supper of the

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.

§ if. The Israelites 'pass through the Red Sea:
Pharao andhis Jfrmy are drowned, Exbdus xiv.

The people of God, to the number of six hundred

thousand men, proceeded on their journey till they ar-

rived at the Red Sea, which divides Egypt from

Arabia ; the Angel of God going before to show them
the way, by day in a pillar of a cloud, and by night in

a pillar of fire ; which favour was continued tq them
till they came to the land of promise. And now
Pharao repenting that he had let them go, assemble.!

all his chariots, bis horsemen, and his whole army,
to pursue them, and found them encamped by the

sea side. The people seeing the Egyptian army,
gave themselves up for lost; but Moses encouraged

them
J and the ar)gel, with the pillar of the cloud, re-

moving from before, went behind them, and hindered

the Egyptians from being able to come up with them.

And when Moses had stretched forth his hand over

2*
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the sea, God made the waters to depart, so that tlie

children of Israel passed through the divided sea on

dry ground, the waters standing up as a wall oii their

rig^t hand, and on their lefl. Pharao with all his

host pursuing, rushed in aAer them through the midst

of the sea ; and now, the morning watch being come,
the Lord, from the pillar of the cloud, with which he

protected Israel, began to slay the Egyptians. Over
throwing the wheels of their chariots, they were car

ried into the deep. Hereupon they turned theirbacks

with the hopes ofescaping, but Moses stretching forth

his hand over the sea, the waters turned upon them,

and overwhelmed their whole army so effectually,

that not a man of them escaped. But the children

of Israel continued their march till they came to the

opposite shores, the waters standing up as a wall oh
both sides of them : when they saw the carcases of

the Egyptians cast up on the shore, and the mighty
hand fiiat the Lord had used against them, they glori-

fied their great deliverer. This passage of the Red
Sea was a figure of baptism

.

§ 5. The Journey to Mount Sina.

The people in their journey from the Red Sea could

not for three days find any water ; and the waters of
Mara, which they met with on the fourth day, were
80 bitter that they could not be drank. But on Moses
crying out to the Lord, he shewed him a tree, which,
when cast into the waters, they became sweet. When
they afterwards came into the Desert of Sin, all

the people murmured, regretting their having left the

flesh-pots of Egypt, and tiie bread, ofwhich they had
plenty in that country. On this occasion, the Lord
sent amongst them an immense flight of quails ; and
instead of bread, showered down upon them in the

morning manna from heaven, a most delicious food.
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'wherewith he continued to feed them for forty years,

I

till he brought them into the land of promise. This

I

manna was a figure of that breadof lije^ which Christ

has provided for our support in our pilgrimage through

the desert of this world, till he conducts us to our true

country. The next place of abode was in Baphidim,

where they murmured for want of water, which, by
miracle, was given them out of a rock. This rock

was a figure of Christ, and of the waters of life which

stream from him. Here also Amalec came and fought

against Israel ; but Moses, by lifting up his hands to

heaven in prayer, obtained the victory. And the

Lord declared an eternal war against Amalec, for per-

secuting his people, so lately delivered from the Egyp-

tian slavery. From Raphidim the people removed to

the Desert of Sina, over against the mountain, where
they were ordered to purify themselves for receiving

the law ofGod ; and on the third day (which was the

fiflieth after their departure from Egypt,) thunder be-

gan to be heard, and lightning to flash, the sound

whereof was that of a trumpet perceived to be ex-

ceeding loud ; and a thick smoke, as from a furnace,

came from the mount, which appeared very terrible

;

for the Lord had come down upon it in a burning

fire ; and from the midst of the fire he delivered, with
a loud voice, (heard distinctly by all the people be-

low, at the foot of the mountain,) the Ten Command-
ments, as follows

:

§ 6. An Abstract of the Ten Commandments.
From Exodus XX. , and Deuteronomy V.

And the Lord spake all these words : << I am the
*^ Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land of
^' Egypt, and out of the house of bondage. Thou
^^ shalt not have strange gods before me. Thou shalt

^^not make to thyself a graven thing, (an idol or

»>»
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<< image god,) nor the likeness of any tiling that is in

<< heaven Above, or in the earth beneath, or in the

<< waters under the earth. Thou shalt not adore them,
** nor tserve them. Thou shalt not take the name of

" the Lord thy God in vain j for the Lord will not
<< hold him guiltless that shall take his name in vain.

" Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath-day.
** Six days shalt thou labour, and shalt do all thy^ "works. But on the seventh day is the Sabbath ofthe

" Lord thy God; thou shalt do no work on it, thou, thy
" son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man servant, nor thy
" maid servant, nor thy beast, nor the stranger that is

" within thy gates. Honour thy father and thy mother,
** that thou mayest live a long time, and it may be well

"with thee in the land which the Lord thy God will

" give thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not com-
" mit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not

"bear false witness against thy neighbour. Thou
" shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife ; nor [f^halt thou

"covet,] his house, nor his lield, &c., nor any thing

" that is his." These words the Lord spoke to all the

multitude out of the midst of the fire, and of the

cloud, and of the darkness, and he wrote them in

two tables of stone, which he delivered to Moses.
But the people being exceedingly terrified, stood afar

off, saying to Moses, Speak thou to us, and w^e will

hear : let not the Lord speak to us, lest we die. Moses
then alone went into the dark cloud where the I^ord

was, and conversed with him for forty days: and
partly at this time, and partly after the erecting the

tabernacle of the testimony^ (the plan of which God
gave him in the mountain,) he received from the
Lord all the other precepts of the law, as well such as
related to the morals of the people, the deciding of
their causes and punisfhing offences, as those that re-.
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late to the sacraments i ad sacrifices to be ofiered, fes-

tivals to be ol erved, and ceremonies to be used in

the worship of God : all which had a mystical mean-

ing with relation to Gbist and his Church.

§ 7. The People fell into Idolatry : their puniik'

ment.

The people seeing that Moses staid a long time in

the mountain, gathering together against Aaron, they

said to him, Jlrise, make us gods that may go before

vs ; for as to Moses, who brought ua out 0/ Egypi^
toe know not what has befallen nim. Bring me then

said Aaron, the golden ipar-rings of your wives and
children : they brought them to him ; and with these,

by the founder's art, he made a molten calf. And
they said. These are the Gods, Israel, who brought

thee out of the land of Egypt And having offered

sacrifices to the idol, they sat down to eat and drink,

and then rose up to play ; hereupon the Lord ordered

Moses to go down from the mountain, telling him
that the people had committed a deadly sin, and he

would even then have destroyed them, and Aaron
with them, if Moses by his prayers had not interpos-

ed. The man of God went down, carrying the two
tables of the law in his hands : and when he came
near, and saw the calf and the dancers, being very

angry, he threw the tables out of his hands, and
broke them at the foot of the mountain. And lay-

ing hold of the calf they had made, he burnt it, and
beat it to powder, and strewed it into the waters of

the torrent which came down from the mountain."

Then, after chiding his brother Aaron, he stood in the

gate of the camp, and cried out. " If any man be on
the Lord's side, let him join with me." And all the

sons ofLevi gathered ^themselves together unto him

;

and by commission of the Lord, executed his justice
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on tliroo and twenty lliouMnrid of tho idolntoni. Tho
next doy, allcr nMiionstrating tq the people tho hein"

ouvnetA of their him, (on which account they were or-

dered to Iny OHidu their ornnmontfi, and to mourn,)

Moies returned to t)io Lord, to implore his mercy and
forgiveneei; nnd he upent other forty days with the

Lord in the mount, in fnuting nnd divine convorMUtion,

md wan admitted to tho Mfght of him, on much uh

could bo granted to mortal man. Hero also ho

ngain received the comma ridmcntH written by tho

Lord on two tables m befoit) ; and ho cnmo down
with them from the mountain, hiH fncer<hining, and oh

it were homed with beam« of light, from the conver-

sation of tiio Lord ; to the great OHtoninhmont of all

that saw him.

§ 8. Of the Jlrk of fhe Covenant ^ and of the Ta*

bernack

The two tables of the Inw were, by divine op-

pointment, deposited in on ark or chest, made for the

purpose of incorruptible wood, covered with plotes of

gold, both witliin and without ; and over the ark was
placed the mercy-seaty with two golden cherubims,

standing one on ench side of the ark, and forming

with their wings as it were a eoat for his Divine Ma-
jesty, from which he was plenaed to deliver his ora-

cles. For the keeping of this ark and mercy-seat,and

for other services of the divine worship, the Lord com-
manded a tabernacle to be made in the nature of a
portable temple, being a magnificent tent or pavillion

;

in the inner part which was called tho holy of holies,

the ark and mercy-seat were placed, whei-e none but

the high priest could enter. Before the holy of holies

was suspended a veil^ or curtain, beautifully embroid-

ered 5 and without the veil, in the other part of the ta-

iernacle, stood tlie little altar, which ^^s laid over
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[wilh gold, for burning of porfiimoH; the golden cnn*

dieitic with its branches, nnd thn tnbU* for the twelve

loaves, which wore alwavMH<*t boi'orr* iho Lord ; which

table was also plated with goul. Del'ore the entrance

of the tabernacle was placed the altur for sacrifices^

which wore to bo odeiod, according to the law, by

Aaron and his sons, whom the Lord called to the

priesthood, and who were suleiiinly consecrated for

that purpose. The Lord also ordered their priestly

vestments, and in particular, most costly ornamentt

for the high priest, ,viz:the pltito of gold under his

mitre, engraved with the name of the Lord; nnd over

his robe that curious garment called the ephod^ witli

its rich girdle, and breast-plate enriched with four

rows of precious stones, engraved wilh the names of

the twelve tribes of Israel, in which was the Urim
and Thummum, or doctrine and truth, for giving di-*

vine answers and oracles. The rest of the tribe of

Levi were also, but in an inferior degree, dedicated to

the service of the tabernacle, the priestly functions be-

ing reserved for the family of Aaron. The tabernacle

being set up, and consecrated and anointed by Moses,

God was pleased to fill it with his Majesty. Then
Aaron being ordained, with his sons, and ofTering sa-

crifice for himself and the people, a fire coming down
from the Lord, consumed the victim in the sight of

the people. Upon this occasion, Nadab and Abihu,

the two eldest sons of Aaron, presuming to ofler in-

cens^ with unhallowed fire, were immediately destroy-

ed by fire from the Lord.

§ 9. Of the Infidelities of the People ^ and their

Seditions in the Wilderness.

This ark and tabernacle were removed from place

to place, accompanying the people through all the

mansions in the desert, as a token of Go^s favour
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and presence, and of his covenant with them ; and

yet Uiey still continued a stiff-necked and rebellious

people. Their first march from Mount Sina lasted

for three days, the ark ofthe Lord going before, and the

doudof the Lord overshadowing them. Here again

they began to murmur against the Lord, repining at

the fatigue of their journey: and the fire ofthe Lord
being kindled against them, devoured those that were
at the uttermost part of the camp ; till Moses prayed

to God, and the fire was swallowed up. Here also a
mixed multitude that came from Egypt, inflamed with

a desire after flesh, sat weeping, the children of Israel

also being joined with them, influenced by their bad
example, saying " Who shall give us flesh to eat f

We remember the cucumbers, the melons, and the

onions we eat in Egypt : our souls is dry, our eyes be'

holding nothing else but manna,^^ The wrath of the

Lord was therefore enkindled against them, because

they regretted their departure from Egypt, and prefer-

red the flesh-pots and onions before the food he gave

them from heaven. However he promised to give

them flesh to eat, which would serve them for a whole
month, till they perfectly loathed it : and he, by a strong

wind, brought over from beyond the seas, a prodigious

multitude of quails, and cast them into their camp, and
all around it, for the space of one day's journey ; of
which they killed and dried such a quantity, as suf-

ficed to feed them for four weeks. But, then, for their

punishment, he sent a great pestilence amongst
them, of which numbers of them died and were
buned in that place, which thenceforward was
called the graves of lust, on account of their irregular

desire after the Egyptian food, for which they were
punished with death. When they were drawing near
to the land of Chanaan^ ofwhich the Lord had prom-
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ised to put them in possession, Moses sent twelve

spies, one principal man out of every tribe, to view
the whole country, and bring back an account of jt.

At their return, they brought some of the fruits of the

land, in token ofits fertility ; but then they so terrified

the people by exaggerating the strength of the cities,

and gigantic size of the inhabitants, fiiat there arose

an universal murmur ; which Caleb and Joshua, two
ofthe number, sought in vain to quell : for the multi-

tude would even have stoned them, and were for ap-

pointing themselves a leader, and returning back into

^gypt* When Moses and Aaron heard this, they fell

flat upon the ground before the multitude, and the

glory ofthe Lord appeared over the tabernacle of the

covenant to all the people. And the Lord said to

Moses, ^^How long will this people not believe me, af-
ter all the signs which I haveuorought before them ?

I mil strike them therefore with pestilence, cmd con-

sume them,^^ But Moses prayed most earnestly to the

Lord to forgive them, and he was so graciously pleas-

ed to hear his prayer
;
yet so as to exclude, by an irre-

versible decree, all the murmurers from ever entering

the promised land, and to sentence them to die in the

desert ; and as for the authors of the sedition, they

were struck dead upon the spot : but the rest going

out the next day to fight, against the will of God,
were defeated by the Chanaanites.

§410. Of the Schism ofKorah, Dothan, andAbiron*
Korah, a Levite, Dathan and Abiron, ofthe tribe of

Kuben, with two hundred and fifty others, all leading

men of the synagogue, rose up against Moses and
Aaron, opposing their authority, and claiming to them-
selves a share in the priesthood. Whichwhen Moses
had heard, he prostrated himself on the ground, dread-

ing the consequence of so sacrilegious an attempt.'

—
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Then, roeaking to Korah, and all the multitude, he
Baidy ^< In the morning the Lord will makeknown who
belong to him ; and whom he will choose, they shall

approach to him. Take every one of you censers,

with fire in them, and put incense upon the fire before

the Lord, and whomsoever he e<hall choose, he shall

be holy." He also sent for Dathan and Abiron, who,
refusing to come, or pay any regard to his message,

sent him back a contumelious answer. The next

day, Korah, and all his companions, with censers in

their hands, standing on the one side, ^nd Aaron with

his censer on the other ; when they had drawn up
the whole multitude against Moses and Aaron to the

door of the tabernacle, the glory of the Lord appeared

to them all. And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron :

Separate yourselves from among this congregaiionf

thai I may presently destroy them. And he said to

Moses : Command the people to departfrom the tents

of'Korahy Dathan, and Abiron: which, when he had
no sooner done, then behold the earth, opening under
their feet, swallowed them down alive ; and at the

same time a fire issuing from the Lord, destroyed the

two hundred and fifty that offered the incense ; and on
the day following, fourteen thousand seven hundred
others, who raised a sedition against Moses and Aaron,
imputing to them the death of all that had perished.

After this, the Lord was pleased to confirm the priest-

hood on Aaron, by the miracle of the blooming of his

rod ; which also he ordered to be kept for a monu-
ment in the tabernacle.

§ 11. Other murmurings of the People : their Vie-

lories over Schon and Og,
When the people arrived at Cades, on the confines

of the land of Edom, where they wanted water for

themselves and their cattle ^ they again became sedi-
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tious, and murmured against Moses and Aar<m, for

bringing them out of Egypt into those wretched de«

serts, and demanded water in a tumultuous manner,

Moses and Aaron betook theinselves to the tabernacle,

and there prostrating themselves on the ground, be-

sought the Lord to open his stores, and give to the

people a fountain of water. He ordered them to

take the rod, and to assemble the people ; and to

Bpeok to the rock before them, and that it should give

them water. The multitude having assembled before

the rock, Moses struck it twice with his rod, and
there came out water in great abundance, for the re-

freshment ofthe people and their cattle ; but on ac-

count of some diffidence or weakness of faith in

Moses and Aaron, on this occasion, the Lord t9ld

them, that they should not be permitted to conduct

the people into the land he was about to give them.

From Cades they proceeded to Mount Hor, where
Aaron died, and his son Eleazar was made high

priest in his stead. Here they defeated king Arad the

Chamanite, and destroyed his cities. In their march
from Hor, in compassing the land ofEdom, the peo-

ple, wearied with their journey and labour, again

murmured against God and Moses ; and the Lord, for

their punishment, sent among them fiery serpents, (so

called from the burning heat caused by their bite,)

which killed many of them ; but upon confessing

their sins, and begging for mercy, Moses, by order of

the Lord, made a brazen serpent, which he set up as

a sign, which, when those that were bitten, looked

upon, they were healed. This serpent lifted up in

the wilderness was a figure of Christ crucified, and of

the efficeicy of a lively faith in his passion against the

bites of the infernal serpent.
"

After this, the people marching on, oame to the
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torrent Arnon, whose rapid streams were miraculously

dried up to afford them a passage. They then sent to

Schon, king of the Armorites, for leave to pass through

his territories, which lay between them and the river

Jordan ; which he refused, and came out with all his

people to fight against Israel, who slew him with his

whole army, and took possession of all his cities. They
then turned themselves, and went up by the way of

Basan, when Og, the king of Basan, came against

them with all his people ; and the Lord delivered him
also, witH all his dominions, into their hands. Thus
Israel possessed themselves of the fertile countries of

Basan and Galand ; and gave them to the tribes of

Bubenand Gad, and to half the tribes ofManasses.

§ 12, Balaam is sent for to curse Israel : his wicked

Counsel^ and the consequence of it.

These victories of Israel alarmed Balac, the king

of the Moabites, who in conjunction with the princes

of Madian, sent a solemn embassy to Balaam, who
liiey esteemed a great prophet and favorite of heaven,

to invite him to come and lay his curse upon Israel.

In his journey, the guardian angel of Israel stood in

his way, with a drawn sword, and suffered not hfi^

ass to pass by ; nay, he even opened the mouth of
the dumb beast to rebuke the prophet, and then dis-

covered himselfto him, saying, " I am come to with-

stand thee, because thy way is perverse, and contrary

to me." Balaam worshipped him, falling flat on the

ground, and offered to return home again : but the

angel bid him go ; but to speak no other thing than
what he should command him. Balaam, through the
desire he had of gratifying Balac, three times attempt-

ed to curse Israel ; but at each time he was obliged,

by the Spirit of God, to bless them, and to prophesy
good things of them. He even foretold the coming of
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Christy whom he calls fAc Star ihat should ariie out of
Jacot. Yet, after uttering all these good things, he

gave to Balacandthe Madianites, a most detestable

counsel, which was, to send their beautiful, women in

the camp of Israel, who might allure the people to

lu^t, and draw them over to the worship of their

gods, and by that means strip them of the grace and
protection of the Lord. By this diabolical counsel,

which was put in practice, a multitude of people

were debauched from the Lord ; for which inndelity

four and twenty thousand of them were slain ; but,

by the commandment of the Lord, an army was sent

against the Madianites, who had debauched them

;

which, without the loss of a man, slew all their

princes and people ; and with them Balaam, their

wicked counsellor.

§ 13. The last Ada of Moses: his Death and
' Burial,

The time of the Death of Moses being now at

hand, he caused all the people to be numbered, from
twenty years old and upwards, by their tribes ; and
they were found to be six hundred and one thousand

seven hundred and thirty ; amongst whom there was
not one of those remaining who had been numbered
before in the Desert of Sina, except Caleb and
Joshua : for the Lord had foretold, that they should

all die in the wilderness. He then delivered to the

people all the precepts and exhortations contained in

the book of Deuteronomy, which he wrote at this

time, representing all the divine benefits conferred on
them and their fathers, inculcating particulariy, that

thdy should love the hoxtt their Gcd with their whole
heart, and keep all his commandments—that they*

should fly from idolatry, and all the other abomina-
tions of the Chanaanites, and have no manner ofcom*

3«
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munication with them—^that they should be always

humble, and never attribute their victories or good

success to any merits of their own, but to God's free

love and goodness, and the covenant he had made
with their fathers ; for they had always been a stiff-

necked and rebellious people, &c. With these exhor-

tations he joined a promise of great blessings to them,

ifthey kept God's law ; and threats ofthe most dread-

ful punishments, if they transgressed. He also told

them, that God would raise up for them, in his good

time, another great prophet, a lawgiver like himself,

meaning Jesus Christy whom all must hear and obey,

who would be saved. He then assembled all the

people, and solemnly renewed the covenant between
them and the Lord ; and taught them a canticle, which
was to be to them a constant remembrancer of the

law of God. Then, after giving his blessing to all the

tribes, he ascended, as God had commanded, to the

top of Mount Nebo, from whence the Lord shewed
him all the promised land, and there gave up his

spirit into the hands of God, being one hundred and
twenty years old. The Lord buried him by the min-
istry of angels ; and would have the place of his bu-
rial to be unknown, lest the Israelites, who were prone
to idolatry, should pay divine honours to his sepulchre.

Chap. Hi. From the Book of Joshua and Judges*

§ 1. The miraculotts Passage over the River Jordan.

JOSHUA, by divine appointment, succeeded Mo-
ses, and being encouraged by the Lord, admon-

ished the people to prepare themselves to ppsu ver
the river Jordan. In the meantime he sent two spies

to the strong city of Jericho, who were harboured and
concealed by Rahab ; in reward of which good work,
a covenant was made, to save all that should be found

\
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IB her house at the taking of the city. After their

return, the people removed their camp, and fi>1)owed

at a distance the priests that carried the aik of the

Lord up to the river, which at that time was swelled

and had been filled up to its banks. When behold

no sooner had the priests who bore the ark, dipped

their feet in the water, than the channel dried up ; the

waters that were coming down being stopped, so as to

swell up like a mountain, and be seen afar ofl^ and
the waters that were beneath passed away into the

Dead Sea or Lake of Sodom. And thus all Israel

marched through the dry channel over against Jericho.

As a monument in commemoration of this miracle,,

they set up twelve stones in the midst ofthe channel,,

and carried other twelve stones out of the channel,

and set them up in Gilgal, where they encamped that

night.

Now when Joshua was in the field of Jericho,

which was close shut up for fear of the diildren of

Israel, he saw a man standing over against him, hold-

ing a drawn sword, and he went to him and said:-—
" Art thou one of us, or of our adversaries ?" He an-

swered, ''JVo, but I am prince of the host of the Lordy

[St. Michael,] and now I am come." Joshua fell fiat

on his face to the ground, and worshipping said

:

What saith my Lord to his servant ? Loose, saith he,

the shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy.

§ 2. The taking of Jericho and Hat,
For the taking ofJericho, the Lord ordered that they

should make a procession round it for seven days, the

priests carrying the ark and sounding the trumpet : and
on the seventh day, when the people gave a great

shout, the wall immediately fell down, and every

man entering by the plao^ that was oppoate to him|
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they took and destroyed the city, only aparing such aa

were found in the house of Bahab, but the spoils in

gold and silver were consecrated unto the treasury of

the Lord. Jodhua also, by the Spirit of God, laid a

curse upon the man that should ever rebuild the walls

of this city. In a mystical sense, Jericho signifies

iniquity : the walls of which are thrown down by the

trumpets of the gospel: and a dreadful woe shall fall

on them by whom they are built up again.

Aher the taking of Jericho, three thousand men
were sent against the city of Hai ; but they were de-

feated in punishment of the sacrilege of Achan, who
had stolen some part of the spoils of Jericho, which
had been devoted to the Lord. This defeat, put all

Israel in consternation : and Joshua, with all the an-

cients, prostrating himself before the ark, implored the

divine mercy, when the Lord said to him, (chap. vii.

10.) *« Arise, why lyest thou flat on ' the ground 1

<< Israel hath sinned and transgressed against my eove-
*' nant ; and they have taken of the anathema (de-
<< voted to me)and have stolen and lied,&c. neither can
'< Israel stand before his enemies, because he is defil-

** ed with the anathema. I will be no more with
" you, till you destroy him that is guilty of this wick-
*' edness. Arise, sanctify the people, and say to them,
^^ The curse is in the midst of thee, Israel

; you
" shall come in the mourning by yourt ribes and fami-
*^ lies ; and whosoever shall be found by lot to be the
^^ man that has done this wicked thing, shall be burnt
" with fire, with all his substance." According, in

the morning, all Israel being brought by their tribes,

the lot fell upon the tribe of Judah ; and amongst the

families of Judah, upon that of Zabdi ; in this ^mfly
it fell upon Achan, the son of Charmi ; who, beins

thus detected, acknowledged his guilt, and was stoned
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to death) and all his substance was consumed by fire.

From Uiis passage, Christians may learn, what a

dreadful evil it is to hear the curse ofwilful sin in thc|

midst of their souls; and that they must not expect

that any thing should go well with mem, till this enor-

mous evil is removed ; because God will not dwell

with them. After this the people went up againut

Hai, which with ease they took and destroyed. '

^

$ 8. The Israelites deceived by the Gabaonites: a
miraculous Victory onerjive Kings : Joshua com"

mands the Sun to stand still.

And now the kings of Chanaan hearing what
Joshua had done to Jericho and Hai, all with one ac-

cord combined together to fight against Israel ; the

Gabaonites excepted, who, sending an embassy, as

they pretended, from a distant country, to the Israe-

lites, induced them to enter into a league with them

:

deceiving them because they had not first consulted

the Lord . However, when the cheat was ^scovered

.

they would not kill them, because of iheir oath; but

sentenced them to be for ever in the service of the

people and to hew wood, and draw water for the use

of the altar and the tabernacle. But Adonisedec,

king of Jerusalem, hearing that the Grabaohites weir^

gone over to Israel, joining hi8 forces with the kings

ofHebron and Jenmoth, and of Lachis and of Eglon,

went, and laid seige to Gabaon ; of which the beseiged

gave notice to Joshua^ who, being encouraged by the

Lord, set out from his camp at Galgal, and marching

the whole night, came suddenly upon them. And
the Lord terrified them at the sight of Israel, and slew

a great number of ihem. AjmQls thej were fleeing

by the descent ofBet^p^^^iiofl^l^^casi down upon
them great stones fro^Kia^L eh(
many more werekM^ by'^fl^ hai

as Azeca : and
bie^ than wer^
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fllaib by the sword of the Israelites. Then Joshua,

full of faith and confidence, spoke thus, in the hear-

ing of the people, to the Lord, and said, ^^ Move not,

** sunrjtowards Gaboon; nor thou, Omoon, towards
<' the valley ofjjjalon :" and the sun and moon stood

still till the people revenged themselves of their

enemies. So the sun stood still in the midst of hea-

ven, and hasted not to go down for the space of one

day. There was not l^fore nor after so long a day,

the Lord obeying the voice of a man, and fighting

for Israel.

The five kings, in their flight, betook themseb'^^s to

a cave near Maceda, where they were discovered; and

brought out to the people, who set their feet upon

their necks, af^er which they were ordered to be slain

and hung upon gibbets. And all the army of Israel

returned frbm the pursuit of their enemies safe and

sound, without the loss of a man.

§ 4. Other Victories of Joshua, his last Acts and
Death,

Afier this miraculous victory, Joshua beseiged and

took Maceda and Lebna, and Lachis and Eglon, and

Hebron and Dabir, all royal cities; and subdued the

whole country that lay to the south of Gabaon. He
was then called forth to fight against Jabin, king of

Asor, who had assembled all the kings of the north,

with all their forces, an army so exceedingly numer-
ous as to resemble the sand that lies on the sea shore

;

with a very great multitude of horses and chariots, to

fight against Israel. But Joshua came and fell sud-

denly upon them ; and the Lord delivered them into

his hands, and he slew them all, so as to leave no re-

mains of so great an army. After this he took Asor,

and all their other strong holds, and subdued the

whole oounti7 which be divided by lot among the
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children of Israel. And now the tabemQcIe of the

covenant was set tip in Siloy a city of the tribe of

Ephraim : and here the sanctuary of the Lord, and the

only aitar allowed by the law of the people of God,

remained till the time the ark was taken by the Fhilr

istipes.

After this Joshua, drawing near the end ofhis mor-
tal pilgrimage, assembled all Israel together, and ex-

horted them to the love and service ofthe Lord j warn-

ing them in particular to avoid inler-marnages and all

other society with the Gentiles, for fear of being cor-

rupted by them
;
promising them all good if they kept

God's commandments, and threatening them with

speedy destruction, if they should transgress and re-

volt from the Lord. He made also a solemn cove-

nant to this effect, between the people and God ; and
recorded it in the volume of the law. And after these

things he concluded a holy life with a happy dieath^:

being one hundred and ten years old.

§ 5. The History of the Judges*

The people of Israel served the Lord all the days of

Joshua, and of the ancients that had seen all his won-
derful works. But this generation being dead and
gone, they quickly degenerated from the worship of

God to that of Idols ; and in punishment of their apos-

tacy, were delivered into the hands of their enemies,

by whom they were enslaved and^grievously oppres-

sed. Upon their repentance, the Lord, in Ms niercy,

rescued them out of their hands, by the means of
some extraordinary persons whom he raised up for

their deliverance ; but generally speaking, they rela|)s-

ed again. Those extraordinary persons were during

their time the rulers and judges of Israel.

§6. Othonieli Mod and Samgar,
The Israelites being for their sins delivered into the
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liands of the king of Mesopotamia, were violently op-

pressed by him for eight years ; and they cried to the

Lord, who raised them up a saviour for their deliver-

ance, viz: Othoniel the nephew of Caleb: and the

Spirit of the Lord was with him, and he overthrew

their enemies, and restored them rest for forty years.

But returning again to their evil ways, they were

oppressed for eighteen years by the Moabites ; when
upon their crying to the Lord for mercy: he delivered

them by means of Mod^ who slew the king of Moab

;

and the land rested eighty years.

After Abod came Samgar the son of Anath, who
klso defended Israel ; and slew of the Philistines six

hundred men with a plough-share.

§ 7. Debbora and Barac.—The people relapsed

again into idolatry, and were delivered up into the

hands of Jabin, king of Ghanaan, and Sisara his ge-

neral, who had nine hundred chariots set with hooks

and scythes ; and he tyrannized over them for twenty

years. At that time Debbora the prophetess judged

Israel, who being divinely inspired, sent for Barac

the Nephthalite, giving him a commission from the

Lord to assemble ten thousand men ofthe tribes of

Nepthali and Zebulon, and assuring him that the Lord
should deliver Sisara and all his army, and his chariots,

into their hands. Which happened accordingly ; for

the Lord struck such a terror into Sisara and all his

. army at the sight of Barac, that they all fled away
with the utmost confusion ; and Sisara, jumping out

of his chariot, sought to save himself in the pavilion

pJT Jabel, the wife ofHeber the Cinite ;but here,lay-

"ing himselfdown to sleep, he met with death from
her hands. And as to his army they were all de-

stroyed. Thus an end was put to the tyranny of i

Jabiii, and the land rested for forty years.
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Fntheaight ofGod; and he delivered them into the

handi ofthd Madianites, who mont grievounly op*

pressed them fdr seven years: till upon their crying,

to the Lord, he called forth the humble Gede&n^^to

save them out ofiheir hands^. But lest Israel should-

glory in their 'own strength^^ as if they had bbttfihed >

the victory oirer tlieir enemien b^ the multitikde ofaA

'

army ; Wheif'tlie Lord sent GiSdeoii4o fi|ht againstan

army ofbne'Kundred and thirty-fi^ethousand he only^'

allowed*him to take with him three hundred men, ^

and those he only furnished Wi^ trumpets and earthen'

pitchers,, and burning lamtxi. I'hese entering; into

the camp of the MidiiMulbs at m^dnight^ in thieer dif-^

ferent partt,. sounding: their trompela and 'bi^oaking;

their pitchers one against an .her^ and holdihg forth

their lamps, crieid out,"^ iword (f iM. Llofd\iniL of^
Gedem. With whith the Lord filled tlldr>#bole

camp with such terror and ooo^li^n, thittiocyfAg; out

'

and howling, they alt begsn tb f^e, and^sven kilM <

each other. In their fligb^ the Israeliles from all

sides coming upon th6ni, made such a slaughter of

them, that^no lesa than one hundred and twenty thdu-

sand 'were slain that day ; and amongst them thehr

four chiefs, OKh, and Zeb»>and Zi^bec, and Salmana.

After ibis victoiy, the people would have made Qe-
deon their king; but hie hitmbly declined it» eayiBg,

That neither he nor his son shoiild rule over them {

«

but the Lord should rule oyer them. <He judgii'
Israel in peace forty years, andmed in a gdodijl^

age. But aftei; his death, the people returned 'ag|lli<

to the worship of Bieial.

§ 9^. Ahimelek,—^Abimelek, oneof th^sotidbf i
deon, with the help of the Sichemiteis, usurped^ t
government after the death of \i\% father ; and Lt.i
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hir^ io himselfan armed multttude, murdered all his

broiherS) except ' Jonathan the youngest, and was,

made ting by ue men of Sichem, at that time a capi*

ta) city in Israel. But his power was short-lived
3

for the Lord quickly sent a very evil spirit between

him and the Sichemites, which ended in iheir mutual

niin, according to the prayers and prediction of Jona-

than* For the Sichemites taking up arms against

Abimelek, were defeated by him, and their city and

strbiig Ijbwer were destroyed, with all the inhabitants.

And Abimelek besieging ihe tower of Thebes, and

coming near the gate to set fire to it, was killed by a
woman cadting a piece of millstone from above upon
his head. He judged Israel three years. Thola,

who succeed^ him, was judge for three s^nd twenty

years ; and his successor, Jair, two and twentv.

§ 10. Jephte,^^Aiid how the children of Israel^

tng new sins to their old ones, were delivered into

hands of tne Ammonites and of the Philistines.

And 'when they cried to the Lord, he said to them,
^ Go, and call i;ipon the gods which you have chosen

:

** let them deliver you in the time of your distress
'*

And the children of Israel said to tiie Lord, << We
^ have sinned ; do thou to us whatsoever it pleaseth

*^thee 5 only deliver us this time."—And saying these

thingii they cast out 0/ their coasts all their idols, and
seiryed the Lord their God ; and he was touched with
their miseries. infinite mercy ! And now the men
if Galaad, the country beyond Jordan, who were
^QSt oppressed by the Ammonites, chose the valiant

JephiefoT their ruler and captain ; and the spirit ot
the Lord came upon him; and, assembling all his

people, he made a vow to the Lord, tiiat if he would
|rant him victory, he would offer up in sacrifice the
irat that should meet him, when he returned to his



SAMSOK. S9

house. God me him the victory, by which he ^-
tirely delivered Israel from the power of the Ammo-
nites. When behold the first person who meets hiin

returning home, to his great grief, was his only child,

a maiden daughter ; however he looked upon himself

obliged to fulfil his vow ; to which the virgin also con-

sented, only desiring a reprieve of two month8.>-r

Though some are of opinion, that this sacrifice of

Jephte's daughter was no other than a consecration

of her virginity to the Lord ; because the immolating

of human victims was always condemned by the law
of God. Jephte judged Israel six years ; and a(^
him ^bosan judged them seven years; his successor

Abialovi ten years, and afler him Mdim eight years.

But the people falling again into idolatry, were made
a prey to the Philistines, and served them forty years.

§ 14. Samson—^who was bom at this time, was
a Nazarite, viz : one consecrated to God from his in-

fancy. He was endowed with* an extraordinary

strength; and the Spirit of the Lord wrought wonders
by him. He tore a lion in pieces, who came to a^
sault him : and being only a single man, he slew great

numbers of the Philistines at difierent times. Once
when he had entered into Gaza, one of their cities,

and they had placed guards at the gate, thinking th^t

now they had him secui-e, he rose at midnight and
taking both the folding-doors of the gate, together with

the posts and the bmts, and laying them upon his

shoulders, carried them up to the top of the hill which
looked towards Hebron.

After this he fell in love with a woman named
Dalila ; who wasbribed by the lords of the Philistines

to betray them into their hands. Which she at length

efiected, having by her importunity extorted from him
the secret that his strength was a miraculoufl g^A of
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tsrbdy'ibrefiinuch as he was a Nazarite conseorfttdfd to

CUhI ; and that if his head were shaved, he sho^IdTor-

IGrit 'both his consecration and his strength. HereufMin

. Ihe sent for a barber, arid caused his'head to be tshav-

ed; and then called in 'the Philii^tines, who seizi^js

' him, immediately put out 1iis^eyes,(and having bourid

him in chains they sent him to Qaaafand there khut-

ting Vim ^p in prison sent'htmto.grind.
' Arid now his hair b^gan to ^row again,^when the

princes oTthe Philistines, i^ith their people,; making a

,
greatiliNist in honour dfibeir god l)agon,*c^I1ed ^fbr

>SapiK>n to come and play bdore them, V'in'the pre-

•enpeof about three thousand Spe<rtators,^%.rid ihey

glaoed him between the <^o piTlarft'tha^ supportefd the

ou0^ When calling i^on theXoM to restore him
his strength, be laid hojdon one <jf1he^ pillars with

't^is right harid,r*aiid on the olfeer'with'bis left, and
i^oc^ tfiem 80 violently, thatthe whole house fell

^wn, upon the^Jieakls .oTiill the;pirnces, arid of the

rest of the mtitlitude, as ivell as upon Samson him-
B^Jf, who was also kHleid with them. H6 judged
llsrael twenCpjiiearR.

Thehi^iy 6f Ruth also happened in the'.lime ^6f
Ibe Judges* ^e was by birth a-Gentile, bat martied
to jrii Israelite,,a sojourner in Ifhe'land SC Modb ; and
after the death of her husband, resolutely adhering to
her fnother-in-law Noemi, and returning with her to

Belhlehem, was happily brought to the true reMgfon,

and associated to the communion ofthe people of Goc^*

Here she married Booz, to whom she bore Obed, the

grandfather. of.DanW; from i^hom is descended ac*
cording to 4ie Besb, our Lord Jesus ChHstf who it

God over aUj^lessed forever.
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The History qf the People of (fod untkr Heh^
Samueif SatUf and Davidj

§ l.Heli. A FTER Samson, Heli the high priest,

jc9L was the judge of Israel forty yeais^

He resided at Silo, where the temple ofthe Lotd was
at that Ume ; but being old he committed the funetions

of his priesthood to his two sons Ophni and Phineea ;

who were wicked, and gave great scai^al ^o the peo^

pie.

In those days was Samuel bom, obtained by the

prayers of his mother w^nn, who dedicated himb^
vows to the service of the Lord in his temple, and
presentejd him to the high priest when he was as vet

but a child. Here he ministered to the Lord before

Heli ; and here the Lord was pleased to reveal himV
self to him. Samuel having slept in the temple,where
the ark of God was kept ; one night whe^ t|^e tior^

had called him b^ name, he went presently to Heli,

thinking it was he that called him f and thus was rer

peated a second and a third time ; till ^eli iu)dei^

standing it was the Lord that called the ohild,bid

him, if he was called any more, to say, Speak^ Lord:
for thy servant keareth. Having done ^o, the Lord
was pleased to reveal to him the evils thiftt should &U
upon the house of Heli, on account of the iniquity oJT

his sons, whom he had not properly chastised, l^
the morning Heli, insisting upon knowing what Uti^

Lord had said, Samuel told hiin aU. Heli humbly
submitted to the sentence of his punishment, saying.

It is the Lard I let him do what is good in hissiM.
From this time the Lord often revealed himself tp

Samuel ; and all Israel came to know that he was %
prophet of the Lord.

In those days the Israelites being wor^ te an
4«

^—j:*.*j_^..
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engagemeiit with the PhilittineB, sent to Silo, for tfce

ark of the Lord to be conveyed "into their camp for

their protection ;:and the two sons ofHeli camealon^

with It. The people received theark with great ac-

clamations oi'pf} but Ood was lirot pleased to grant

them his protectiofi ; forthey were again beaten by

the Philistines with the loss of thirty thousand men ;

Ophni and Phinees were both slain ; the ark of God
was taken to |he extreme grief and desolation of all

Israel ; and Heli, upon hearing the news, fell back

from his seat andejtpired, being ninetynBight years old.

Tl^ Phrlisfmes carried aws^y the ark, and set it up

in the tem^^e of Dogon, whenithat idol fell down twice

before it. They removed 'it from city to city; but

wherever it came, they were grievously plagued ; till

at length, after seven months, they sent it away to

Bethsames, a city of Israel: where the people looking

into it too curiously, wefe struck with a pestilence^

which carried: iS fifty thousand. JProm Bethsames,

the ark 'vas removed to Cariathiarim ; where ft re*

mained till the days of king Dkvtd.

§ 2. Samu€tL'-^A(ter the death of Heli, UFamuel

judged Israel ; tnd happy were the people und^ his

direction. H» wrought al! the house of Isirael' to fol-

low the LorV and serve him alone. And having

gathered themt ogether to Masphatb, where they all

joined m the c mfebsion of their sins, and in fasting

and prayer; hv there obtained for them a glorious vic-

tory over thelP ailistines, who dame up to fight against

them. For he took a sucking lamb, and offered it

whole for a bcxnt-offering to the Lord ; and he cried to

the Lord for Israel, and the Lord heard him ; and he
thundered upon the Philistines with a great thunder,

and terrified them ; a' d they were overthrown, and
ihe.men of Israel made a great slaughter of them.
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Attd the Philifltines were bumbled $ ami the hands of

the Lord was against them all the day« of Samuel.

And now the Prophet growing old, and his sonSf

whom he had made judges, not walkinjg in hts foot-

steps, the people insisted upon his giving them a king

to judge theiti) as all other nations had their kings*

And the Lotd was pleased to make choice of Saul to

be the man. He was sent out by his fathe)^ to seek

some asses that were lost ; and not' finr^ing them, he

was directed to consult SamfUel ; 1o whom the Lord,

the day before^ had ideated his coming, and that it

was he that should rule Israel. Samuel entertained

him that day and the next morning, and privately a-

nointed him king ; in consequence of which unc-

tion, Grod presently gave him a new heart, and the

Spirit ofGod came upon him^ After this, Samuel
called the people together at M&sphalh, and proposed

to them the choice ofa king by lots ; and here the lot

fell upon SauU He had hid himselfat home, but was
discovered by tbebracle ef the Lords and when he
was brought among the people, he was found to be
taller than any of them by the head and shoulders

|

and they all cried out, &od save the king,

§ 3. SauL-^Shx\ was very good in die beginning

of his reign, and as long as he continued so, the Lord
was with him, and All things prospered. God gave
him many signal Victories over the enemies of his

people ; and, in partieiular, a most miraculous one
over the Philistines, who had brought out thirty thou-

sand tharrots, and an immense multitude, against,

him, with which the Ismelites were so much dismay*
ed, that they siiptaway^ and left no mote th^n siix

hundred men with the king. On this occasion the

brave Jonathan, Saul's eldest son, full of confidence

in the Lord, accompanied with his armour-bearer^

,i
',
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climbing up the rocksy ventured to ai^sfuplt an advanr

ced party of the Philistines, and defeated them. Upon
which a tremour, as a miracle from God, siezed the

Philistine army so violently, that their uproar was
heard in SauPs camp, whose watchmen perceived a

multitude overthrown, and fleeing away in every di->

rection. At length Saul and his men shouting toge-

ther, came to the assistance of their brethren, when
behold, every man's sword was turned against hif

neighbour, so that there was an immense number of

the Philistines slain. And thus the JLiord saved Israel

that day.

After this and many other victories over the ene-

mies of God's people, Saul was sent by the Lord to

destroy the Amalekites, who had been the most in-

veterate enemies of Israel, even from their first com-
ing out of Egypt, vnth an express order not to covet

or bring away their catUe, or any thing else of theirs^

but to demolish all. Here he unhappily transgress^ed)

by sparing their king, and bringing away all the best

of their cattle ; and for this disobedience he was cast

off by Grod. Suffer me, said Samuel to him, (1 Sa-

muel, chap. XV. verse 16, &c) and I will tell thee

what the Lord hath said to me this night. And he
said to him. Speak. And Samuel said, When thou
wast a little one in thy own eyes, was thou not made
the head of the tribe of Israel? And the Lord an-
ointed thee to be king over Israel, and sent thee to go
and destroy Amalec : why then didst thou not heark-

en to the voice of the Lord ; but hast turned to the

prey, and hast done evil in the eyes of the Lord ?

And Saul said, The people took of the spoils, sheep
and oxen, to offer sacrifices to the Lord their God*
And Samuel said. Doth the Lord desijPe holppaust and
victims, and not rather that the voice of ^e Lord

'1 1
1

( )
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irhouYd be obeyed ? 'For obedience is better than fta^-

crifives, &c* Because 'it- is like the'ldin of witchcraft

to rebel ; and like the crime of idbMtfy to refuse ib

obey. Forasmuch therefore as thou' httst rejected the

word'of the Lord, the -Lord '^hath 'sAso irejected thee,

8tc. Neither willhe be moved'to reperitance ; for he

is not a man thait he shodld repent. This nijection of

'Saul, once the elect of God, was a Hgure df the're-

probation of the Jews, once his chosen people, fdr re^

fusing to receive and obey their Messias, Jesus HDhrist

the Son drOod.

And now Samuel 'is seiit to Bethlehem 'to tfnoifit a
'king among the sons dflsai or*Jesse. And here, af-

ter the rejecting all the re^t, David the' youngest bro-

ther is sent offfrom keeping the sheep, and is anointed

king by the commanidment of the Lord. And 'the

Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that da^f

forward. Biit the Spirit df^the Lord departed from

Saul; and an evil spirit from ^hc Lord trOul)]e(l him*

13n this occasion, David, who was a skilful player on
the harp, was taken into Saul's family, and by his harp

aiid devotion, chased aw^y l"he evil spirit. A war
breaiking out with the Philistines, Saul'took the fields

arid David returned home. In this war, Goliah, the

champion bfthe Philii^ines, -a man df 'gigantic size^

challenged all Israel to funlish a man to fight with

him hand to hand. David, Who'came to see his bre^

thren, hearing this challenge, and judging that the ho-
nour of the Lord was at stake, offered himself to Saul

to go and fight against ^he Fhitistine ; and when Saul
said to him, Thou ait not able to withstand him; for

thou art but a boy, and he is a warrior from his youth :

he assurt'd the Icing, that he had already slain a lion

and a bear, and made no doubt, but with the help of
the Lord, he should in like mannef overcome this in*
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fidel. He went therefore against the Philistine wijlh

Ao other weapon but a sling and five stones ; but arm-

ed with an entire confidence in the Lord. *^ Thou
<< comest to me, said he to Goliah (who despised

*< him,) with a sword, and with a spear, and with a
<< shield ; but I come to thee in the name ofthe Lord
*^ of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, which
<< thou hast defied this day ; and the Lord will deliver

<< thee intomy hands, and I will slay thee, and take a-

<< way thy head from thee ; and I will give the carcases
<< ofthe army ofthe Philistines this day to the birds and
^^ to the beasts » that all the earth may know there is

** a God in Israel, &c." In this confidence, as the

Philistine was coming up against him, he put a stone

into his sling, and fetching it about, he struck him in

the forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth.

And as David had no sword, he ran up, and standing

over Goliah, drew his sword out of his sheath, and
cut off his head; which the Philistines seeing, imme-
diately fled away ; Israel pursuing and making a great

slaughter of them.

After this victory, Jonathan entered into a cove-

nant ofthe closest friendship with David, for he loved

him as his own soul. But Saul began to be jealous

of him, and to envy him ; insomuch, that he made
many attempts on his life, which divine providence

still protected; nay, he even massacred Achimelech
the high-priest, and eighty-five other priests, and des-

troyed their city, only for having relieved David. Nor
did this unhappy prince cease to persecute him, till he
obliged him to seek refuge in the land of the Philis-

>tines. Though David had more than once his life in

his power, yet he would not suffer his men to hurt a
hair of his head.

In the Gonclu8i<m> Saul going out to war against
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the PbiliBtine«, finding himself forsaken by God, seeks

by magneto call up Samuel, who was dead some time

before^ in order to consult him. G' d permits Samu-
el to appear, who denounces to Saul his approaching

death. T<Mnorrow, said he, thou and thy sons shall

be with me. The battle of Gelboe ensued, when Is-

rael was overthrown, and Saul, with three of his sons,

were slain.

§ 4, David.—^David lamented grievously the un-

happy death of his enemy, no less than that of his

dear friend Jonathan ; and by divine admonition going

up to Hebron|the capital city of Judah, was made
king over the^hole tnbe of Judah, where he reigned

seven years
i
whilst Isboseth, the son of Saul, reigned

over the other ti:ibes« At the end of seven years Is-

boseth waa murdered by two of his servants, who
brouffht his head to David; by whose orders these

murderers were immediately put to death. And now
all the tribes of Israel agreed to make David their

king ; upon which he left Hebron, and having taken

Jerusalem out of the hands of the Jebusites, together

with the castle of Sion, which he built up, and made
his residence, he made it his first care to bring away
the ark of the Lord from Cariathiarim, with great joy

and devotion, that he might have it near himself. On
this occasion, Oza being struck dead for touching the

ark, David, through fear, deposited it for awhile in

^e house of Obederoon. But from thence, after three

months, having assembled the priests and Levites, he
translated it with a most solemn procession, with

seven choirs or companies of musicians, and many
Sacrifices, he himself playing on his harp,"and dancing

with all his might before the Lord ; and brought it into

the tabernacle or paviliion, which he had prepared for

it, in the precincts of his own palace on Mount Sion.
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And here (his religious prince, whose great passion^

Crom his youth, was to love and glorify the Lord, and>

to sing his praises, appointed: Invites and priests to-

minister continually beforcirthe Lord, and to give glory

to his name, as well wittu their voices as with their

trumpets and other musloal instruments; of which the

chief were Asaph, and Hemen, and Idithum, whose

names so often occur in the title of the psalms which
David composed on this occasion to he sung before the

Lord, himself attending and assisting in the perfor-

mance. His zeal for the divine glory suggested also

tohim.adesice of building a^ magnificent temple for

the worship, of the Lord ; whiob, though he was not

permitted to execute, his good will was rewarded with

thd promise of great blessings in his seed; partly relat-

ing to his son Solomon,, who was to build the material

temple in Jerusalem ;., but much more to Christ, the

great Son of David, and the builder ofthe true tem-
ple ofGod^ which is the Church, his everlasting king-

dom, which shall never fail, nor be cast off for any
iniquity of her children. David had now reigned hap-
pily for many years, and had been blessed with suc-

cess in all his wars against the enemies ofGod's peo--

pie ; when, ! the dreadful fcailty of mortals ! be was
drawn into the grievous sio of adultery, by casually

seeing a woman washings herseir; which ought to be
a caution to all men to keep a guard upon their eyes i

and to all women, not to expose any partof their nak-

ed body to the eyes of men. But see how one sin is

quickly followed by another. This prince not finding

any other means to conceal the crime, causeth her
husband Urias, who was then at the siege of Rabba,
the capital city of the Amorites, to be placed, where
the greatest danger was, so that he was slain there.

—

After which David marries the widow, who bears hijpto

\4"
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9 lon^ And here the prophet Nathan is sent from

the Lord to remonstrate to him the heinousness of his

crimes, and his ingratitude after so maay favours re<-

ceived, and to denounce to him his punishment. And
though by his sincere repentance and confession of his

guilt he escaped the sentence of eternal death that

stood out against him, and the Lord was pleased to

take away his sin as to the guilt, yet those dreadful

temporal punishments, which the prophet had denoun-%

ced, were all inflicted upon hinL

And now he began to be very unhappy in his own
family. His eldest son Amnon ravishes his sister

Thamar ; and in revenge for it, is killed by his brother

Absalom. Absalom flies to Gessur, where he remains

three years, till by the interest of Joab, the general, he
obtains his pardon : afler which, he insinuates himself

80 far into the favour of the people, and alienates their

minds from his father, as to make himself to be pror

claimed king in his place, and to oblige king David to

leave Jerusalem, and to save his life by fleeing beyond

the Jordan. After which, by the wicked counsel of

Achitophel (who soon hanged himself,) he defiled his

father's wives in the sight of all the people. And then

passing the Jordan with his army, was defeated by
David's servants in the forest of Ephraim, with the loss

of twenty thousand of his men. In his flight, as the

mule on which he sat went under a thick and large

oak, his head was engaged and stuck in the tree ; and
the beast passing on, left him hanging there, till Joab
hea'ng it, came up with three lances, and thrust them
into his heart. His good father, who would gladly

have had his life saved, grievously lamented his death

(dying in this manner in his sins,) to that degree, that

he wished he himself could have died for him. ,

After this, a new rebellion was raised by one Seba^

5
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a man of mount Ephraim, who paasing through the

tribes of Israel as far as Nephtali, was followed by

rat numbers ; till being pursued by Joab, and close«>

besieged in the city of Abela, the citizens, by the

counsels of a witie woman, cut off the rebel's head,

and threw it down the wall ; and so the war was ended.

The penitent king, under all his afflictions, gave a

great example of an humble ret^ignation to the holy

will of God, ofa great sense of his sins, to which he

justly imputed all his scourges, and a truly penitential

spirit, together with a most perfect charity for those

that persecuted him. Yet, after some yeare, he again

incurred the offence of God by a sin of vanity, in

causing the people to be numbered. Of this fault also

he bitterly repented; and when, in punishment of it,

seventy thousand of his people were carried off in

three days by the pestilence, and he saw the angel of

the Lord with his hand stretched out over Jerusalem,

io strike it ; he cried out, with a truly contrite and
humble heart, <' It is I ; I am he that have sinned ; I

" have done wickedly : these that are the sheep, what
<< have they done ? Let thy hand, I beseech thee, be
" turned against me, &c." And the Lord, who is

quickly moved to mercy by the supplications of a soul

thus really humble and penitent, was pleased imme<*

diately to put a stop to the pleague.

The laet acts ofDavid, after he had appointed his

son Solomon to be his successor, are recorded in the

latter part of the first book of Chronicles
;

particularly

his charge to his son, vsnth regard to the building ofthe

temple, and the whole plan of it, which he had re-

ceived from God : the immense sum he had prepared

for the expenses of it: and the divisions of the Levites,

the priests, and the musicians, in their courses and se-

veral offices, which he appointed for the perpetually

§1.
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carrying on the worship and praise of the Lord in his

house. Where also is found an excellent speech and

exhortation made hy this most religious prince, in a
solemn assembly, to his people ; his joy to see how
willingly and heartily they all made their oiTerings to

the Loni ; and his thanksgiving and prayer or this oc-

casion, full of extraordinary sentiments ofdevotion and
religion, worthy of the man according to God's own
heart. In these sentiments and disposition he happi-

ly ended his days in a good old age, after having reign-

ed in all forty years.

Chap. V.

—

From the booht of Kingn and Chronicles*

The History of Solomon and his Successors the

Kings of Israel and Judah,

§ 1. Solomon, ITN the beginning of his reign he vi-

JL. sited the tabernacle of the Lord,

which at that time w&s at Gabaon, and there ofiered a
solemn sacrifice of a thousand victims. In consequence

of this, the Lord appeared to him in a dream by nighty

and offered him the choice of what he would have
to be given him. He chosed the gift of wisdom pre-

ferably to all other things ; and the Lord applauded his

choice, and both gave him the wisdom which he ask-

ed, and moreover riches and glory, and the other good
things of his world, which he had not asked. The
chief transaction of his reign was the building of a most
magnificent temple for the Lord, which he finished in

seven years; and then made a moat solemn dedication

of it, with innumerable sacrifices, joined with thanks-

giving and payer. On this occasion a fire came dowD
from heaven in the sight of all the people, and consu-

med the holocausts and victims ; and the majesty of
the Lord filled the temple; and all the people saw the
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glory of the Lord upon the house; and falling down
with their faces to the ground, they adored and praised

the Lord : " Because he is good, because his mercy en*

dureth forever." ^2Chron. vii\) After this dedication^

the Lord appeared again to Solomon m a dream, sig-

nifying to him, that he had heard the prayer he had

made with relation to the tempts, assuring him of his

favour if he continued to serve him faithfully, and

threatening to cast him off if he turned to the service

of strange gods : but notwithstanding those threats, this

prince's passion for women involved him in his latter

years in idolatry. He married a great number of hea-

then wives, and was passionately fond of them. To
please these he bnilt temples for their gods, and even

joined them in their Worship* Thus fell this great

man, and fell in such a manner as to have left it un^^

certain whether he ever rose again. This fall was
punished by thi^ division of the kin^gdom, and giving

away ten of the twelve tribes from his family to Jero-

boam, the son of Nabat, according to the preditlion ot

Nathan the prophets

§ 2, Jeroboam und his Sutcessors,

After the death of Solomon, his son Boboam, by
following the advice of young giddy counsellors, alie^

nated the minds often of the twelve tribes of Israel.—

These chose Jeroboam for their king ; and he, through

a wicked policy, to keep them from the temple ofthe

Lord in Jerusalem, (which was in the dominions o^
Boboam,) brought in the worship of two golden calves^

which he set up in Bethel and in Dan. Thus he
fnade Isi'ael to sin ; which is so often repeated in the

sacred scriptures, whensoever his name is mentioned^

in abhorrence of the infamous memory of that manj
Who drew aw^ay the people ofGod from their allegiance

U) the Lord. Thus he set a most wretched example
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to the kings his succesiors, which was followed by
them all, till both they and their calves were destroyeq

out of the land« So dreadful is the evil of scandalous

examples, more especially in men of dignity.

Jeroboam was offering incense to his golden calf

upon his altar in Bethel, when a prophet was sent to

him from Judah, who foretold the birth of Jos: jh by
name, (not born till three hundred and fifty years af-

ter,) and what he should do with that altar, and the

bones of its priests, &c., upon which, when Jeroboam
stretched out his hand, ordering the prophet to be ap-

prehended, his hand immediately withered, and the

altar was rent. He begged of the prophet to pray for

him, and by his prayer his hand was restored. Yet

this unhappy prince departed not from his wicked

ways. No, not even after the prophet Ahias, who
had foretold his being king, denounced to him from

the Lord the dreadful evils that were about to fall

upon his house for his wickedness in making to him-

self strange gods and molten gods, and casting the

Lord behind his back. In punishment of which, af-

ter two and twenty years reign, he was struck by the

Lord, and died in his sins.

His son and successor Nadab did not long survive

him : but after two years reign, walking in all the

ways of his father, he was slain by Baasa, who made
himself king, and immediately extirpated every indi-

vidual ofthe family ofJeroboam, as the prophet Ahias
had foretold. Baasa walked in the footsteps of his

wicked predecessors, and the like judgments as had
fallen upon them were denounced to his family also,

by Jehu the prophet, the son of Hanani. Although
he put the prophet to death, yet he could not avert

the judgments of God, which were soon after execut-

ed ; when his son and successor £la was murdered by
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Zambrij and all his kinsfolks and friends extirpated^

But Zambri being no better than his predecessors, was
besieged by Amri in the royal city of Thersa, when
finding himself hkely to fall into his hands, after seven

days tyranny set the palace on fire^ and perished in

the flames.

Amri walked in the footsteps ofJeroboam ; he built

up the city of Samaria, and made it hts residence

;

when dying after a reign of twelve years, he left the

kingdom to his son Achah. This prince marrying

Jezabel, the daughter of Elhbaal king of the Pheni-

cians, introduced the worship of Baal, the idol of the

PhenicianSj and became the very worst of all thd

kings of Israel ; destroying the altars of the Lord, by

.

the suggestion of his wife, and killing the prophets.-—

*

At which time Obadia^ the king^s steward, an emi-
nent servant of God, concealed in caves, and fed with

bread and water, no less than one hundred of those

holy men 4

§ 3. The history of Elias the Prophet,

In the days of king Achab, the Lord raised up the

prophet Elias^who stood forth manfully for the Church
of the living God, against the worship of Baal. By
his prayers he prevented the heavens from giving any
rain for three years, which occasioned a dreadful fa-

mine in all the land ; at which time he was first sent

to the brook Garith, where he was miraculously fed

by raven?, till the waters of the brook were dried up^

He was afterwards sent to Seraghta, a City ofthe Sido»

nians, to a poor widow whose small quantity ofmeaj,

which would scarce have sufEced to have noiirished

her for one day, was by a miracle made to support

both him and her family, without ever diminishing,

till the time that the Lord sent rain upon the earth.

In the mean time the widow's son died, whom the
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prophet raised to life again. And now the time being

come whein the Lotd would give rain, he sent tb Eiias

to meet Achab; and all Israel being assembled to

mount Carmel, together with all the prophets of B&al,

Elias coming, ^aid to the people, ^' How long you do
<* halt between two sides V If the Lord be God, fol-

" low him ! but if Baal, then follow him. Then he
^' said, I only remain a prophet of the Lord ; but the

"prophets of Baal are four hundred and fifty men.—
<^ Let two bullocks be given us, and let them choose
" one, and lay it upoft wood, but put nio fire under

;

**and I will dress the other, and lay it upon wood^ arid

" put no fire under it. Call ye on the names of yoiir

" gods, and I will call on (be name of my Lord : and
• the God tr t shall answer by fire, let him be God;
"Andalhl i n x)ple answering^ said, A viery good
"proposal.'' upon which, when the prophets of Baal
had dressied their bullock, and called in vain upon
Baal from morning till noon, leaping over the altar,

and cutting themselves with knives and lances. Elias,

.

in his turn, repairing the altar of the* Lord that wad
broken down, and laying the wood and the bullock

upon it, addressed his prayer to the Lord, when im^

mediately fire came down from heaven and Consumedf

both the holocaust and the wood, and the Very stories

of the altar ; whifh all the people seeing, fell on their

faces, and cried out, The Lord hie is God, the Lord he

is God, After which, the prophet obtained by his

jjrayers a most plentiful supply of rain.

And now the impious Jezabel being resolved upon
taking away his life, Elias fled intp the desert, vvhere

he was fed with bread by an angel; and in the strength

of that food (as a figure of the bread of life, which we'

receive in the blessed sacrament) he walkedforty days

andforty nights unto the mount of God, Horeb, and

^-
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there wae favoured with an extraordinary vision and

revelation from God. After this he was sent to de-

nounce to Achab the heavy judgments of God that

should fall upon him and his wife Jezabel, for the un-

just murder of Naboth, who had refused him his vine-

yard ; in particular, that in the ^ithce where the dogs

had licked the blood of Naboth, they should lick his

blood also ; chat his whole family should be extirpat-

ed like that of Jeroboam; and that Jezabel should

be eaten by dogs. Achab being terrified by this pre-

diction, humbled himself in fasting and putting on
hair cloth, and by this means obtained a reprieve for

a time. But not long after, being deluded by his false

prophets, and slighting the prediction of Michseas the

prophet of the Lord, he went out to fight against the

Syrians in Ramoth Grilaad, and was slain in his chariot;

which was brought home, and washed in the pool of

Samaria, the dogs licking up his blood.

His son Ochozais succeeded him in the kingdom,
and walking in all his ways, is quickly overcome by
Divine Justice. In his illness, he sends to consult

Beelzebub, the god of Acharon. Upon which Eliaa

declares to him from the Lord, that because he ha&
sent to consult Beelzebub, as though there was not a
God in Israel of whom he might enquire the word

;

therefore he should never come dowA from his bed,

but should surely die. His brother Joram succeeded

him in the kingdom.

And now the time was come that the Lord would
take away Elias, who sought, on this occasion, to dis-

charge his disciple Elisens ; but he absolutely refused

to part from him. They went therefore together to

the Jordan, where Elias, by only striking the waters

with his cloak, divided the river, so that they both

passed through it on dry land. IVhen they were gone
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V)ver, Elias asked Eliseus, what he would have him do

for him, before he was taken away from him. Eli-

eeus begged that he might inherit his double spirit.

—

Thou hast asked a hard ihing, said Elias ; but if thou

seest tae ^Vhen lam taken away, it shall be granted

thee. *' And as they went on walking and talking to-

" getiier, behold a fiery chariot and fiery horses parted
*^ them both asunder, and Elias went by a whirlwind

'''into heaven." And Eliseus taw him go; and he
took up the mantle which had fallen from him, and re-

turning to the Jordan, divided the waters with it, call-

ing upon the God of Elias. Upon which the sons of

the prophets, (a set of religious men, of whom there

is frequent mention in the book of Kings,) came Up
and paid him a religious veneration

.

§ 4. Eliseus the Prophtt,

Eliseus^ or Elisha, being now replenished with a
double portion of the spirit of his master Elias, shone

forth in an extraordinary manner by his miracles and
prophecies^ He healed the waters of Jericho by cast-

ing salt into them ; and the boys of Bethel (the chief

city of the calf-worship^) were torn by bears for mock-
ing him. The kings of Israel, of Judah, and of Edom,
Warring against Moab^ and being in great distress for

want of water, the prophet miraculously procured it

for them, arid that without any cloud or rain ; and
moreover promised them victory. After this, being

entertained by a lady of Sunam, he obtained of God a
son for her ; and when this son^ after some time, died^

he restored him to life again. He healed Naaman^
the general of the army of the king of Syria, of an in-

veterate leprosy, and made a Obnvert of him to the

true faith and wdrship
;
yet Would not receive any of

Ihe presents he offered him ; but Giazi, the prophet's

«ervant) by a lie having obtained two talents ofNaa*
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man's money, was presently after struck with Kis difr-

ease*

In a war between Israel and the Syrians, the man
of God, by prophetic light, more than once warned the

king of Israel of the ambushes designed for him by
the Syrians. Upon this, the king of Syria sent an armed
power to apprehend the prophet in Dothan. The ser-

vant ofthe man ofGrod seeing the city encompassed

with an army, with horses and chariots, was greatly

terrified ; but the prophet bid him not fear, assuring

him they had a greater army for them than that which

came against them. In proof of which, he prayed to

the Lord to open the servant's eyes; and he saw, and
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots

of fire round about Eliseus, to protect him. At the

prophet's prayer, the Lord struck the Syrians with an

extraordinary kind of blindness ; so that they neither

knew him nor the place where they were. And Eli-

seus said to them, Follow me, and J will shew you the

man whom you seek. So he led them into Samaria,

where, when their eyes were opened, they found

themselves surrounded with a greater power. Yet the

prophet would not suffer any violence to be offered

them, but ordered a great provision ofmeats to be set

before them, and sent them away to their master.

After this, the Syrians laid siege to Samaria, and
reduced the city to such straits by famine, that mothers

eat their own children ; when Eliseus, who was then

in the city, told the king and his attendants, by way
of prophecy, *^ To-morrow, about this time, a bushel

"of fine flour shall be sold for a stater, (2s. 6d. En-
" glish,) and two bushels of bariey for a stater, in the
*' gates of Samari. Then one of the lords, upon
" whose hands the king leaned, ans\vering the man of
" God, said, If the Lord should make flood gates in
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in

<< heaven, can that possibly be which thou sayest?—
<< And he said, Thou shall see it with thy eyes, but
<^ thou shalt not eat thereof.'' This prediction was
verified by the Lord's causing that night a noise to be

heard in the Syrian camp, as of a very great army
coming upon them, and striking them with such a

panic, as to make them flee away, and leave all their

provisioiks, and every thijig else, behind them. Upon
which, presently ensued the plenty foretold I re
prophet; but the incredulous nobleman, being ap-

pointed by the king to stand at the gate, lost his life,

being trodden under foot by the pressure of the people.

And now the time came when the Lord would
execute his judgments upon the house of Achab and
upon Jezabel, and revenge the blood of his prophets,

whom they had slain. Joram, son of Achab, having

reigned twelve years, being wounded by the Syrians

at Kamoth-Galaad, was obliged to gtiback to Jezrahel,

to be cured of his wounds, and was visited there by
Ochozias, king of Judab. In the meantime, Eliseus,

by divine commission , sent one of his disciples to Ra-
moth, where the army remained, with instructions to

anoint Jehu, one of the commanding officers, to be

king over Israel ; which was no sooner known by the

other captains of the army, but they proclaimed him
king by sound of trumpet, and he immediately set off

for Jezrahel. Here Joram and Ochozias going out to

meet him in their chariots, were both slain by him
;

and the body of Joram was cast into the field of Na-
both. Then as ho entered into the gate of the city,

Jezabel, who had painted herself, standing at the win-

dow, cried out, " Can there be peace for Zambri, who
has killed his master]" At which Jehu spoke to two
or three Ennuchs who were there, to throw her down
jjeadlong, which they presently executed, so that the



eo JEHU AND HIS SUCCESSORS.

wall was sprinkled with her blood, and the hoofs of
the horses trod upon her. After which, when Jehu

had dined, he said to his people, << Go and see after

that cursed woman, and bury her, because she is a

king's daughter." And when they went, they found

nothing of her but the skull and the feet, an'd the ex«

tremities of the hands, the rest being devoured by the

dogs. •

§ 5. Jehu and the Kings his Successors,

Jehu having now got quite possession of the king«

dom, extirpated the whole family ofAchab, his seven-

ty sons and all his kindred, with all his friends, and all;

his priests, to a man, according to the prediction of

Ellas. Then having by a stratagem, brought together

all the worshippers of Baal to his temple in Semaria^

he sent hi^ soldiers in amongst them, who killed them

all, and demolished both the idol and the temple, and

thus put an end to the worship of Baal in Israel. By
these means he obtained a promise of the Lord, that

his children should sit on the throne of Israel to the

fourth generation . Yet neither he nor they lived up to

the law of the Lord, but adhered to the idolatrous

worship of the calves of Jeroboam. And for their

punishment, Israel was most dreadfully ravaged by
Hazael, king of Syria, according to the prediction of

Eliseus,

Jehu, after having reigned twenty-eight years, had
for his successor his son Joachaz; In his time, Israel

was brought so low for their sins, thai this king had no
more left of them than fifty horsemen and ten thousand

foot ; the rest being all slain by the king of Syria. In
this great distress, Joachaz called upon the Lord, who
was pleased to hear him and to deliver Israel from to-

tal ruin. Yet he left not the calves of Jeroboam.

Joachaz reigned seventeen yQars, and had for hk
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Huccessor his son Joas, who walked in the same foot*

steps. He visited the prophet Eliseus upon his death-

bed, and received from him an assurance that he

should be victorious over the Syrians in three differ-

ent battles. The prophet died soon afler, and was
buried ; and a dead man^s corpse, which was cast into

his sepulchre, had no sooner touched the bones of Eli-^

seus, but the man came to life again and stood upoii

his feet.

Joas reigned sixteen 3^ears, and had for his succes-

sor his son Jeroboam the second, who followed the

same course as his father had done. He reigned one

and forty years ; and in his time restored Israel to its

ancient bounds, recovering all that had been lost, ac-

cording to the word of the Lord, which he spoke by
hid servant Jonas.

This was that same Jonas the prophet, who was
sent by the Lord to preach penance to the great city of

Nineve, the capital of the Assyrian empire. But
dreading the commission, he sought to escape by sea

to the coast of Tharsis. But it was vain to attempt to

fly from the face of the Lord ; the ship in which he
sailed was attacked by a most violent storm, which
ceased not till Jonas, who confessed himself to be the

cause thereof, was cast into the sea. Here the Lord
had prepared a monstrous fish, by which he was swal-

lowed up, and preserved alive in the belly of the fish

three days and three nights. In the meantime he caU
led earnestly upon the Lord, at whose command the

fish cast him out upon the shore. And now being

sent again, he goes to Nineve and preaches through

the great streets, crying out, " Yet forty days and Ni-
neve shall be destroyed." This preaching had a won-
derful effect ; the men of Nineve believed in God,

they proclaimed a general fast, they turned from their

6

^i
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wicked ways, atid both king and people, from the

highest to the lowest, cried to the Lord for mercy ; and

he was pleased to shew them mercy. Jonas, who
was the only prophet that was sent to the Gentiles,

was a lively figure ofthe resurrection ofChrist our Lord.

After the death of Jeroboam the second, his son

Zacharias reigned six months, and then was slain by

Selkm \ who, after one month's reign, was deprived of

both his life and kingdom by Manahen. This king

reigned ten years, and had for his successor his son

Phaceia ; who, after two years' reign, was killed by
Phace, the son of Romelia. Phace reigned twenty

years, and then was deposed and slain by Osee, the

son of Ela, the last of the kings of Israel. All the

princes did evil in the sight of the Lord : and on ac-

count of their sins, and the sins of their people, the

Lord delivered Israel into the hands of the kings ofAs-
syria, who carried them away into captivity, and pla-

ced other inhabitants in Samaria in their stead. These
new comers introduced a strange mixture of religion

there, worshipping at the same time the God of Israel

and their own pagan deities.

§ 1. The Succession of the Kings ofJtidah,

!• Boboam, the son of Solomon, aftier the division of

the kingdom, reigned prosperously for the first three

years, whilst he followed the Lord ; and he was great-

ly strengthened by all the Levites, and all the rest that

feared the God of Israel, coming over to him. But af-

terwards forsaking the divine lawj he was invaded by
Sesac, king of Egypt, who stripped him ofall his domin-
ions and treasures. Upon this occasion, the prophet

Semeias came to Roboam*, and to the princes of Ju-
dah, from the Lord, and said to them, " You have left me

.

*' saith the Lord, and I have left you in the hands of Se-
/' sac. And the princes and the king being in a conster-
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<< nation^ said^ The Lard ia just. And when the
** Lord paw they were humbled, the word of the Lord
'< came to Semeias, saying, Becan^e they are humbled,
<< I will not destroy them by the hands of Sesac. But
^ yet they shall serve him, that they may know the

" difference between my service and the service ofan
<< earthly kingdom. So Sesac departed from Jerusa-
<< lem, taking away the treasures of the house ofthe
** Lord," and the wrath of Ihe Lord was turned away
from his people, because they were humbled. Never-

theless, Roboam did not prepare his heart to seek the

Lord sincerely. He reigned seventeen years, end had
for his successor his son Abia.

12. Abia only reigned three years, and his heart was
not perfect with the Lord. However, in the war a-

gainst Jeroboam, his faith and confidence in the Lord

was rewarded with a most glorious victory over Jero-

boam*8 army of eight hundred thousand men.
9l Asa, the son of Abiai extirpated idolatry out of

his dominions; and tho Lord rewarded his zeal and
piety with a prosperous reign. With confidence in

God he went out to fight against Zara the Ethiopean,

who brought a million of men against him ; but the

Lord having terrified the Ethiopeans, they fled before

the army of Asa. and were utterly destroyed.

4. Asa reigned forty-one years, and had for his suc-

cessor his son Josaphat, a pious prince, who was
greatly favoured by the Lord, and reigned prosperous-

ly five and twenty years. He was a true father ofhis

people, taking to heart not only their temporal, but

much more their spiritual welfare ; and for this end
he sent forth teachers, Levites and priests, through all

his dominions, to instruct his subjects in the law of the

Lord, appointing every where properjudges, and even
visiting them himself, and sparing no pains to bring his
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|>eople back to the Lord the God of their fathers, lit

histimej when the Ammonites, Moabites, Syrians^

came against him with an infinite multitude, he pre-

pared himself and his people for the war, by earnestly

feeking God^s help with public prayer and fasting, and

wai assured by a prophet, that the Lord would grant

them victory without fighting; as he did the following

day : when their enemies, turning their swords against

each other, destroyed one another, and left their spoils

te be gathered by Josephat and his people.

5. Jeram,the eldest son of Josephat, succeeded in

the kingdom, and was a most wicked prince. Hd
murdered all his brothers, and brought in the worship

of Baal, being married to Athalia, daughter of Achab.
His reign was short and unhappy, and his death most

miserable.

6. dchozias, the son Joram, walking in his footsteps,

in the space ofone ydar was overtaken by divine jus-^

tice, tfnd slain by Jehu, i^fter his death, his wicked
mother Athalia usurped the kingdom, killing all the

children of^ the royal family excepting Joas, the little

son ofOchozias, whom his aunt stole out of the nurde-^

ry, and hid from her. Athalia maintained her usur-

pation six years ; and in the seventh, Joas being pro-

claimed king by the captains of the guards, by the

4Sounsel of Joiada the high-priest, the usurper was
slain, and the worship of Baal was abolished.

7. joas reigned well whilst he was under the direc-

tion of the holy priest Joiada. But after his death,

being deluded by the flatteries of his courtiers, he for-

sook the Lord,' and caused Zacharias, the son of Joia-

da, (who threatened him and his people with the wrath

of God,) to be stoned to death, in the court of the

temple. But this wickedness was not suffered to go

long unpunished j for within a year the Syrians cam0
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in

upon hini) killed all his courtiera And flatterere, and

with a handful of men defeated an infinite multitude

:

the Lord delivering them up, because they had for-

saken him. On Joan himrelf also they executed dread-

ful judgments : for when at their departure, they left

him in great distress, his servants rose up asainBthim,

and slew him in his bed. He reigned, in all, lotiy years.

8. Amazias, the son of Joas, was good in the begin-

ning of his reign ; but having vanquished the Edomites,

and brought away their idols, he set them up and wor-

shipped them. Being reprehended by a prophet on
that occasion, and threatened with the judgments of

God, he would not hearken to him. Wherefore he
was shortly after overthrown and taken prisoner by
Joas, king of Israel, and at length slain by his own
people. He reigned fifteen years.

9. Ozias, alias Azarias, son and successor of Ama-
sias, reigned two and fifty years ; and was prosperous

under the conduct of Zacharias the seer, who taught

him to seek the Lord: and as long as he sought the

Lord directed him in all things, and made his reign

happy. But being elevated with prosperity, he at-

tempted to go in to offer incense in the sanctuary of

the temple, which was a function that belonged to the

priest alone : upon which, he was immediav^lj struck

with a leprosy, which he carried with him to his grave.

10. Jomatha, son of Ozias, was a good prince and
reigned happily sixteen years. He was strenghiened

by the Lord, saith the Scripture, because he made Ms
ways right before the Lord his God,
IL Achaz,the son of Jomatha, was very wicked

and very unhappy, during his whole reign of sixteen

years.

12.Ezechias, son ofAchaz, restored religion again,

which his father had extirpated, and totally abolished

6»
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idolatry. He had for his director the great prophet

Isaias ; and as he sought the Lord with all his hearty

he was highly favoured by hiro. In his days, Senna-

cherib^ king of the Assyrians, invaded Judea with tn
immense army, and sought to make himself master of

Jerusalem ; blaspheming the Lord, in whom E^echks
put his trust. But this good prince was secure under

the divine protection, of which he was assured by the

prophet^ 4 Kings, xix. " Thus saith the Lord, Be not
** afraid i for the words which thou hast heard, with
*' which the servants of the king of the Assyrians have
" blasphemed me. Behold I will send a Spirit upon
" him, ,&Ci and he shall return into his own countiy

;

"and I will make him fall by the sword in his owii
** country.-^He shall not come into this city nor shooi
** an arrow into it, nor come before it With a shield,

" nor cast a trench about it. By the way that ho
^^ come he shall return ; and in this city he shall not
" come, saith the Lord. And I will piriotect this city,

" and I will save it for my own sake, and for David
" my s€frvanl's sake, saith the Lord* And it came
"to pass that night, that an angel of the Lord came
" and slew, in the camp of the Assyrians, a hunefred

"and eighty-five thousend. And when he arose'

" early in the morning he saw all dead bodies. And
"Sennacherib, king of the Assyrians, departing, went
"away, and retnrned to Nineve. And as h6 WaS
" vvorshipping in the temple of NesroCh his god,

" Adranftlec and Sarasar, his sons, slew him with the

" sword, '&c," how good is the Lord to his ser-

vants ! how terrible is his avenging justice in the

punishment of his enemies

!

Ezechias being grievously sck, the prophet Isaias

exhorted him to set his house in order, and to prepare

himself for death ; but moved by his prayers and tears,
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4he Lord was pleased to grant him a respite of fifleeri

year^ and to heal him by the prophet ; he moreover

wirought a miracle in his favour, by causing the suii

to return back ten degrees; On this occasion, the

king of Babylon sent him ah embassy ; in which £z^-
chias took such great complkcency, that he shewed ail

his treasures to the ambassadors ; for which said vanity

he was reproved by Isaias, who foretold him, that all

his treasures should one day be carried away to Ba-
bylon;

•

13. Ezechias dying after he had reigned twenty-

nine years, was succeeded by his son Manasses, a bdy

only twelve years old. He reigned five and fifty year:<j

and exceeded all that had gone before him in evil,

having set up an idol in the ^ry temple ofihe Lord^

and profaned both the courts of the :temp!e^ith sac-

riligious kltars, and filled Jerusalem with innocent

blood. In punishment of his sins> he fell into the

hands of the Assyrians, and was carried away in

chains to Babylon. Where, finding himself reduced

to the very extremity of misery, he entered ihto him-
self, and became ai sincere penitent ; then pfaying fer-

vently to the Lord, he was delivered from his captivity^

and restored to his king<loim. After which, he relaj)s*

ed no more into his former crimes.

J4. Amon, the son of Manasses, succeeded in the

kingdom, and imitating his father's sihs, 1)ut not his

repentance, within two yeairs fell a victiih to divine

justice, and was slain in his sins.

t'5. Josrap, the son of Amon, Was a ^odly prince,"

He restored reHgion, and utterly abolished idolatry and
superstiiioh, not only out of Jud^a, but also Out of tho

cities of Sglmafiia. The Spirit of God gives him this

character, (4 Kings, icxii.) " That there was no kinjf

<< before hirh like unto him, that returned to the Lor
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<< with 6^ bis heart, and with all his soul, and with iJl

<< his strength ; neillier after him did there arise any
*^ like him. After a peaceable reign of thirty-one

years, going out unadvisedly to fight against' Nechao
king of Egypt, he was slain in battle ; and much la-

mented by his people, particularly by Jeremias the

prophet.

Id. Joachaz, alias Sellum, was made king by the

people, after the death of his father Josias. But he

walked not^ in his father's footsteps, and after three

months was deposed by king Naciiao, and carried

away into Egypt.

17. Joakim, the eldest son of Josias, was advanced

to the throne by the king of Egypt. He was a very

wicked prince, and very unhappy in his reign. He
fell into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, who carried

him in chains to Babylon ; at which time also Daniel

and the three children were made captives, and part

of the sacred vessels were carried away from the tem-

ple. Joakim seems to have recovered his liberty, up-

on condition ofserving the king of Babylon: but after

three years, he revolted from him. He reigned in all

eleven years ; and then dying in his sins, lefl his king-

dom to his son Joachin.

IS. Joachin, alias Jechonias, walked in his father's

footsteps: but within three months was deposed by
Nebuchadnezzar, and was carried captive to Babylon,

with all the nobles and his captains, and thousands of

the choicest ofhis soldiers and craftsmen, together with

all the treasures and golden vessels of Uie temple

which Solomon had made. This prince, in his cap-

tivity, turned to the Lord, and was penitent for his

sins, as appears from Baruch, i. 3. &c., and after the

dea&of Nebuchadnezzar, was highly favoured and
exalted by his son and successor Evilmerodach.
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19. Sedecias, uncle to Joachin^ was made king in

his stead, swearing fidelity to the king of Babylon; but

breaking his oath, and doing otherwise evil in the sight

of the Lord, he brought t|pon himself and his people

the Chaldean army, all the miseries of war, famine^

and pestilence, described by the prophets Jeremias ahd
Ezekiel. In the eleventh year of his reign Jerusalem

was taken, and he fell into the hands of Nebuchad^
hezzar, who slew his sons before his face^ then pluck^

ed put his eyes, and brought him bound with chains

to Babylon. He slew also all his chief men, and
carried the rest into captivity, after destroying the city

and burning the temple; And tlnis divine justice, n6

long provoked by la stifT-^ecked people, put an eiid tb

the kingdom of Judah.

As to the ark of the covenant, and the iabei^nade^

and the altar of incense, which were kept in the tern*

pie, it is recorded, 2 Machab. ii.,from the descriptions

of Jeremias, that at the time of the destruction of the

ten)ple,4his prophet (who had found favour with the

Chialdeans,) ^^ being warned by God, ordered them ib
" be carried out with him to Mount Nebo, where he
^' found a hollow cave, in which he deposited them,.
'' and stopped up the entry. And that when some of
" his followers would have marked the place, they
'< could not find it. On which occasion the prophet
'^ blamed them, saying, The place shall be unknown^
" till God gather together the congregation of the peo-
" pie, and receive them to bis mercy 5 and then the
" Lord will shew these things."

It is also recorded, 2 Machab. i. 19, &c., " That
** on the same occasion, the priests, who then were
" worshippers of God, took privately the sacred fird

** from the altar, and hid it iri a valley where there

^ was a pit without water. And tbat :<yhen m&nf
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^ y6an were passed, and it pleased God that Nehe-
'< inias was sent by the king of Persia, he sent some
^ of the posterity ofthese priests that had it, to seek
<^ for the fire ; these found no fire in the place, but on-
** ly thick water ; which Nehemias bid them draw up,

" and bring it to him. Then he ordered the wood,
^< and the sacrifices that were laid on the altar, to be
^ sprinkled with that same water. And when this

^^ was done, and the sun, which had been under a
^ cloud, shone out, a great fire was kindled, and con-
*^ sumed the sacrifices." Now this miraculous reco-

very of the holy fire, which was ordered to be always,

kept burning on God's altar, was celebrated with an
annual festival, as we learn from the same chapter,

verse 18.

After the destruction of the city and of the temple,

and the carrying away of great numbers into captivity,

Godolies, the son of Ahicam, being made governor

over the small remains of the people, the captains, that

had been dispersed, resorted to him. But he being

murdered by Ismael, one of their number, all the rest,

for (ear ofthe Chaldeans, fled into Egypt, contrary to

whjii the Lord ordered tl^m by th^ prophet Jeremias,

whom they took along with th^, but would not

hearken to him when he reprehended their idolatry in

Egypt, and denounced to them that they should all

perish there, and never return home. The tradition

ofthe Hebrews is, that here at length they stoned the

prophet to death.

T
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Chap. VI.—7Ae History of the People of Qod in
Captiviiy.

THE captivity of Babylon was sent as a judgment
u^on the Jews for theiridolatrv and other crimes,

but this judgment was so tempered with mercy, that

they who were carried away captives, by the grace of

God became penitents j and by his favour were, in a
little time, far more happy than they that were left be-

hind ; and although they had neither temple nor sacri-

fice, and lived in the midst of the most wicked city in

the world, yet they maintained their religion, and ob-

served the divine law much better than Jthey had done
when they were at liberty in Jerusalem. See Jere-

mias, XXVI., and Baruch i. The chief particulars of

the history of this time are recorded in the book of

Daniel.

§ 1. Daniel and the Three Children*—At the time

that king Jaochin first fell into the hands of Nebuchad-
nezzar, (from which the seventy years of the Baby-
lonish captivity are usually dated,) four ^ths ofroyal

blood were carried away to BabyloOf w^j^ names
were Daniel, Ananias, Misael, ana|i|)Bii^j& These,
by orders of Nebuchadnezzar, weie takWpto his pa-

lace, to be instructed in the learning i^^V® tongue of

the Chaldeans, that they might^;i)e,^^ed to stand

before the king ; who also appointed|Siem a daily pro-

vision of his own meats, and of,thp;mne of which he
himself drank. But the pi9us^ou^8, fearing lest they

should be defiled with ,t||e^Jtttt'^ table, petitioned the

officer who hadihe qlianflfflpr them, to give them
pulse, or garden stul^^^^mstead ofthe king^s meats,

and water

ppeared

dren. who eat And to these chil-

dren Qod gave knowledge and undertanding in eveary

/'/•



93 llUSANNA AND THE ELDERS.

h66k and wisdom ; but to Daniel, also a prophetic light

for the understanding of visions and dreams. And
when, after three years, they were brought in before

the king, and were examined by him, he found them

ten times more learned than any of the wise men of

his kingdom.

§ 2. Tke History of Susanna,—Daniel was yet

very young, but had acquired a great esteem among
the people for his wisdom, when he saved the life of

Susanna. There were at that time two old men who
were appointed judges for the Jews in Babylon. These

frequented the house of Joakin, the husband of Su-

sanna, and by !>ften i^eeing hop going in to walk in her

husband's orchards were inflamed with lust towards

her ; for she was exceedingly beautiful. At length they

discovered their passion to each other, and watching

for an opportunity of finding her alone in the orchard,

made their wicked proposals to her, threatening with-
" al, that if she did not consent to their lust, they should

awear against her that they had taken her in adultery.

Susanna, who from a child had been brought up in the
' fear, of God, rejected the proposal with horror, and
cried cut with a loud voice. The, elders also cried

out a^inst her ; and when the servants of the house
' rushed into the orchard to see what was the matter,
" they pretended they had found a youngman with her.

, The next day, when the people were come to the

house of Joakin, the two old men cited Susanna to

appear before them, and made themselves both accu-

sers and witnesses against her ; and procured that she

should be condemned to death for adultery. Susanna
weeping, looked up to heaven ; for her heart had con-

fidence in the Lord. And she cried aloud to the Lord,

die witness of her innocence ; and he was pleased to

l^ai: her. And when she was led away to be nut toj

a
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death, ihe Spirit of the Lord moved Daniel, then a
young boy, to cry out: I am innocent of the blood of

this woman : return to judgment, ye children of Israel:

for they have borne fa!se witness against her. So all

the people turned again in haste, and the old men said

to \vm ;
^< Come and sit down among us, and shew it

'^^ u% seeing God hath given thee the honour of old
^' age. And Daniel said to the people, Separate these
'< two far^rom one another, and I will examine them

;

^ which, when they had done, Daniel examining them
" apart, in presence of the people, by their contradict-

" ing one another in the account they gave, convicted
" them of being false witnesses. With that all the as-

"sembly cried out with aloud voice, and they blessed
*' God, who saveth them that trust in him. And they
" rose up against the two elders, and condemned them
f^ to that death, which they had designed for the inno-

"cent."

§ 3. J^ebvckadnezzar^s Dream.-^TUe king had a
dream, with which he was very much lerrified in his

sleep ; but afterwards it quite went out of his mind.

—

He sends therefore for all his wise men, and his divi-

ners, and astrologers, and requires ofthem, thai they

should tell him his dream, and the interpretation of it

;

and as they were not able to tell his dream, he charged

them with being impostors, and orders that they all

should b^ put to death. Daniel hearing ofifais edict,

begged that a stop might be put to the execution ofit^

and that time might be given him,andliiQ wpul4vi0r

solve the qu66tion, and declare it to t|ie king. 1%i^
he went tntd bis house, and invited l^ifl diifee conti^

panions to join vnth hffli in hnml^' i^y^er, that fttef

Lord in his mercy v<^t^ reveal Mtttipvek^^ the etid

that they might m pmAt with oK die #<1«^ men of
l&abylon. And C^ was ttteaiedlti^^liear fheir^n^W,

7 .
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u THE THREB CHILDREN.

and to wvfal the mystery to Daniel in a yi»ion by

night ; for which favour he most heartily blessed and

praised the Lord. Then being brought before the

king, he told him his dream, viz : that he had seen in

his sleep a tall statue of a terrible aspect standing be-

fore him; the head of it was of gold, the breast and

the arms of silver, the belly and thighs of brass, the legs

of iron, and the feet part of iron and part of clay ; that

thus he saw it, till a stone was cut out of a mountain

without hands, and struck the statue on his feet, and

reduced the whole to dust ; and the stone became a

great mountain, and filled the whole earth. Then as

to the interpretation, he told the king that this dream
Was prophetical, God being pleased to foreshew by it

what was to come to pass in the latter times. That
the statue denoted four great monarchies, which inhould

successively rule the world ; but the stone that was cut

out of a mountain without hands, denoted a kingdom
which the God of heaven should set up, (viz : the

kingdom of Christ in his church,) which should sub-

due all other kingdoms, and stand for ever.

Nebuchadnezzar, upon hearing this, fell down upon
his face to worship Daniel, acknowledging that his

God was the God of gods. He also promoted him in

honour, and at his request appointed his three com-,

panions (whose names he changed to Shidrach,

Misach, and Abednago,) to be over the works ofthe

province ofBabylon ; but Daniel hiiAself be kept in

hit palace. '

*

§ 4/ The Three Children in the fiery FiirAUce*

Af^er this, Nebuchadnezzar set up a statue of gold

of€1^ cubits high in theplaiii of Diira, and assembled

all Ms hobles, governors, Hud magistrtites, and all the

chief ft»n of the provmces, to the dedidlrtiotiiof itf

^liiig dfders tiiat lilppn hearing the nkmM ofthe tiiim-
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pet, and the concert of all other musical instnimentio

all should prostrnre themselves and adore the statue

he had erected, under pain of being cast into a furnace

of burning fire. The three young men, Sidach, Mia-

ach, and Abednago, being called upon on this occa-

sion, resolutely told the king, that they would not wor-
ship his gods, nor adore the statue he had erected.—-

Upon this their declaration, the king in a great fury

ordered tha't the furnace should be heated seven times

more than it had been accustomed ; and commanded
the strongest men that-were ii>his army to bind the

young men, and cast them into the fire ; which the

soldiers immediately executed with the loss of their

own lives, being burnt to death by the flame. But
the angel of the Lord went down with the three ser-

vants of God, and drove the flame of fire out of the

furnace, and caused a cool breeze to be blown in tha

midst of the furnace, which prevented the fire from

touching them, or doing them the least injury.

This wonder ofthe almighty power and goodness, ^

thus declared in their favour, excited the three chil-

dren to praise and glorify the Lord with all their

strength, and to invite the whole creation to join them
in his praises. Nor was it long before the king'per-

ceived the miracle, and said to his nobles, ^< Did we
*^not cast three men bound in the midst of the fire 1

<< Behold, I now see four, walking in the midst of the'

^^ furnace, without hurt; and the form of the fourth is

^Mike a Son of God. Then going up to the door of

f^ the flaming furnace, he called upon these servants

^ ofthe most High God to come forth to him ; and im-^

*^ mediately they came out from the midst of the flrp.

** And4he king, and all that were with him, view-
** img them, found that the fire had no power at all over^

^' them; nor so much as singed their hair or their gar-

\
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^ ments/' This evident miracle obliged Nebochad-

nc^zzar to give glory to their God, and to publish an

edict, by which he forbid the blaspheming of him un-

der pain of death.

{ 5. The Judgment of God upon J^ebuckadnezzdTf

for his Pride,

The Lord was pleased after this, to denounce Xo

this king, in a dream, the judgments which were going

to fall upon him for his sins. Daniel, who interpret-

ed this dream to him, advised him to prevent the ex-

ecution of the sentance that stood against him from

the Mo^t High, by redeeming his sins by alms-deed^,

and his iniquities by works^ mercy towards the poor

;

and then, perhaps, said he, he will foi^ive thee thy

offences. But this prince, it seems, did not follow his

advice : for at the end of twelve months, (whilst he
was walking in his palace, and priding himself in the

utrensth of his power, and his great achievements, by
which he had raised Babylon to that height of empire,)

a voice came down from heaven, denouncing to him,

<Mhttt his kingdom should pass from him, and they
^< should cast him out from among men, and that his

^'dwelling should be with beasts; that he should eat
<^ grass like an ox, and that seven times or seasons
** shall pass over hini, till he should know and ac-
^< knowledge tkict the Most High rulelh over the king-
** doms ofmen, and giveth them to whom he pleaseth.'*

All which was immediately fulfilled; for the king hav-

ing presently lost his reason, became mad ; and in this

condition remained abroad in the company of beasts

df the field, feeding upon grass for seven seasons, till

his hair grew in such a manner as to resemble the fea-

ther: of an eagle, and his nails like bird^s claws. At
ihe end of the predicted time, looking up towards hea-
ven, his sense was restored to him, and he gave glory

to God. And his nobles sought for him, and brought

li
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BALTAISAR'S BANQVCT* T7

him back to his throne, from whence he published an
authentic account of what had happened to himj
which he concludes with these words, « Therefore t
*^ Nebuchadnezzar, do now praise, magnify, and glo>

<<rify the King of Heaven, because all his works are
*< true, and his waysjudgments, and those that walk in
<* pride he is able to abase."

. § 6. The reign of King Emlmerodach.

Nebuchadnezzar dying, had for his succesbor hit

son Evilmerodach, a favourer of the Jews, as it ap-

pears by his immediately exaltingking Jechonias. He
is believed to be the king, who, having discovered, by
the contrivance of Daniel, the importure of the priests

of Bel, destroyed both them and their God. Aftev

which he gave Daniel leave to make away with a
great serpent, which the Babylonians worshipped ; at

which the people were so much enraged, that they

charged the king with becoming a Jew ; and risiii^uj;^

against him, they obliged him to deliver up^ Daniel,.

whom they immediately cast into a den, in which
there were seven lions ; where he remained six days

untouched. Here he was visited bv the prophet Ha*
bakuk, brought by an angel from Judea, with a pro-

vision of pottage and bread for his support. << On the
** seventh day, when the king came to bewail Daniel,
'^ he looked into the den, and beheld him sitting in the

*' midst of the lions; whereupon he cried out with a
«loud voice. Great art thou, Lord, the God of
'^ Daniel ! And he drew him out of the den : but those
*' that had been the cause of his condemnation, he cast
^< into the den, and they were devoured in a moment
" before him."

§ 7. King Baltagaar^sprofane Bangud ; Mapunuhf
menU

The last of the Chaldean king^ was Baltassari son

7»
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or grandson to Nebuchadnezzar. This prince made
a sumptuous feaet for a thousand of his nobles ; at

which, being elevated with wine, he ordered the gold

and silver vest>els to be brought him, which had been

taken out of the temple of Jerusalem ; out of which,

both he and all his guests, his wives and concubmes

drank, giving praises to their false gods and idols ; but

behold there appeared fingers, as it were of the hand
ofa man, writing upon the wail over against the can-

dlestick ; which the king perceiving, was greatly ter-

rified ; and as none of his wise men were able to read

the writing, much less to interpret it. Daniel was
sent for ; who, ader remonstrating to the king how
much he had offended the Lord of heaven, by profan-

ing his sacred vessels, read to him the writing, which
contained no more than these three words. Mane,
Thekel, Phares. Which Daniel interpreted in this

manner : Mane, God hath numbered thy kingdom,

and hath finished it.

—

Thekel, Thou art weighed in

the balance, and art found wanting.

—

Phares, Thy
kingdom is divided, and given to the Modes and Per-

sians.' Immediately by the king's command, Daniel

was clothed in purple, and a chain of gold being put

abOufhis neck, it was proclaimed publicly, that he has

power as the third man in the kingdom. The same
night, Baltassar, the Chaldean prince, was slain ; and
Dorius the Mede, succeeded in the kingdom.

§ 8. The reign of Dorius the Mede,
This king also highly favoured Daniel, and appointed

hini one ofthe three chief governors of his kingdom,

which drew upon him the envy of the other great

ones* These, not finding any other way that they

eould hope to involve him in disgrace with the king,,

but on tho score of his religion, in which they knew he
was Very constant and firm, presented an address to
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Dorius, in the name of all the nobles of the kingdoi^^

requiring a decree to be Het forth, by his authority, for*

bidding any petition to be made to any God or maa
for the space of thirty days, only to himself, under pain

of being ca^t into the den of the lions. This strange

decree was accordingly published with the accustomed

formality, and signed by the king, according to the law
of the Medes and Persians, which did not allow any
royal edict ever to be reversed. Daniel, on hearing

of this decree, went into his house, and, opening his

windows in his upper chamber facing Jerusalem, knelt

down to his prayers, adoring and giving thanks to Ood,
as he had always been accustomed to be, three times

in the day. His enemies, who having their spies to

watch him, having found him praying and making sup-

plication to his God, accused him to the king as a
transgressor of the law, and perfectly forced this prince,

much against his will, to deliver up Daniel to be cast

into the den of the lions. This was the second time

that Daniel was lodged amongst the lions. The first

time he remained, in the den for six days; and the

second only one night ; for the king, who could not

sleep, through the concern he had for Daniel, rising

veryeariy in the morning, went in haste to the lions*

den, and cried out with a mournful voice, << Daniel,
^* servant of the living God, hath the God, whom thou
*' always servest, been able to deliver thee from the

^Mions? And Daniel answering, said, O king, live for

'^ever: my God hath sent his angel, and hath shut up
*' the mouths of the lions, and they have not hurt me

;

*^ because before l)im justice has been found in me
$

" yea, and before thee, O king, I have done no offence.

^'Then the king commanded he should be taken out
^^ of the den, and that his accusers should be cast in

;

" who had scarcely reached the bottom of the den
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^< before the lions caught them, and broke all their

*^ bones in pieces." Upon this, king Dorius publish-

ed an edict, commanding all the subjects to the em-
pire to dread and fear the living and eternal God,whom
Daniel worshipped.

Chap. VII.—TAe History of Tobit, Judith, and
Esther,

§ 1. TobityfWnOBlT was a native of the tribe and

or Tobias, JL city of Nephthali, who from his very

childhood feared the Lord, and was a strict observer

of the divine law. He never bent his knees to the

calves of Jeroboam, but went to the temple of the

iiord in Jerusalem, and there adored the God of Is-

rael, offering to him his first-fruits and tithes. When
he came to manhood he took to wife Anna of his own
tribe, and had of her a son, named Tobias, whom he

taught from his infancy to fear God, and to abstain

from all sin. And now Salmanasar, king ofthe Assy-

rians, having taken Samaria, and put an end to the

kingdom ofthe ten tribes, carried away Israel in cap-

tivity ; and Tobit, with his wife and child, was brought

to Nineve ; where in the midst of {he infidels, and in

a most wicked city, he still remained mindful of the

Lord with his whole heart ; and the Lord was pleased

to give him so much favour in the sight of Salmanasar

the king, that he granted him leave to go whitherso-

ever he weuld, with liberty to do whatsoever he had a
mind. He therefore went to all that were in captivity,

and gave them wholesome admonitions. At which
time, coming to Rages, a city of the Medes, and find-

ing Uiere Gabelus, one of his kindred, in want, he lent

him ten talents of the money he had by the king's

bounty, taking his note of hand for the payment.

After the death of Salmanasar, his successor Sen-

nacherib hating the children ofIsrael, Tobit daily went
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among all his kindred, comforting them, and distribut-

ing to every one as he was able out of his goods. .He
fed the hungry, and clothed the naked, and was care-

ful to bury the dead and those that were slain. But
when Sennacherib, (returning from Judea, where his

army was destroyed by an angel in one night,) slew

many of the children of Israel. Tobit was accused to

him for biifying their dead bodies, whereupon the ty-

rant commanded him to be slain, and his substance to

be confiscated. Tobit fled away with his wife and
son, and lay concealed ; for many loved him : but

when after five and forty days the king was killed by
his own sons, the servant of God returned home, and
all his substance was restored to him. Tobit followed

on the same course of life, till God was pleased, for his

trial and advancement in virtue, as well as for the

manifestation of his patience, as an example to pos-

terity, to permit that an accident should befal him,

whereby he lost his sight. For whereas he had al-

ways feared God from his infancy, and kept his com-
mandments, he murmured not, because the evil of

blindness had befallen him ; but continued steadfast in

the fear of God, giving thanks to him all the days^ of

hi<^ life. And when his relations and kinsmen took

occasion, fram his blindness, to mock at his life, say-

ing, " Where is now thy hope, for which thou gavest

alms and buriest the dead ?" he rebuked them, saying,
** Speak not so ; for we are the children of saints, and
look for that life, which God will give to those who
never change their faith from him.'' Tobit was four

years under this trial, which was aggravated by his

wife, who also joined with them that reproached him.
Hereupon he addressed his prayer to the Lord with

'many tears, acknowledging the justice of all the divime

vmjBj and beting that God would not remember his
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sins, nor those of his parents ; but that, if it were hit

holy will, he would command bis spirit to be received

in peace.

And now the holy man, thinking he was about to

die, called his son, to give him, as he imagined, his last

instruction : diligently inculcating to him his duty to

his mother, but above all things, that during his whole

life he should always have God in his mind, and never

consent to any sin ;, but that he should in a special

manner be on his guard against impurity and pride, as

the mother of all mischief; with other excellent les-

€ons, dictated by the Spirit of God. In the conclusion

he put him in mind of the ten talents he had lent to

Crabelusi, and desired he would seek some trusty man
to accompany him as far as Rages, that he might re-

ceive them from him. Tobias went out, and met a

beautiful young man, ^rded as it were for a journey

;

and not knowing him to be an angel, enquired of him
if he knew the way to the country ofthe Medes.—^He

answered, that he had been with Gabelus, who dwelt

in Rages. Upon this, Tobias introduced him to his

father, and he recommended his son to his charge.

Having set out upon their journey, they lodged the

first night by the river Tigrii. Here Tobias going out to

wash his feet in the river, was assaulted by a great fish.

Having cried out for help, the angel (who called him-
self by the name of Azarias, which in Hebrew signifies

the help of God,) encouraged him to lay hold on the

gill ofthe fish and bring it on shore. He did so, and
then taking out the entrails, he laid up, by the direc-

tion of the angel, the heart, the gall, and liver, for use-

ful medicines ; but the fish they roasted, and took with

them in the way, salting as much of it as might

serve them till they came to Raget. When they were
far advanced in their journey, the angel informed To-
bias, that there dwelt in the neighbourhood a near r«
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lation of his father, named Rague), who had a daugh-

ter called Sara, an only child, and that he should ask

her in marriage, and that all their substance should

come to him. Tobias answered, "I hear that she

^'hath been given to seven husbands, and that they all

" died : moreover, I have heard that a devil hath kill-

*< ed them. Now I am afraid lest the same thing
<' should happen to me altso. Hear me, said the angel,

" and I will shew thee who they are, over whom the
" devil can prevail : they, who in such a manner re-

« ceive matrimony as to shut out God from them-
" selves, and from their minds, and give themselves up
" to their lust, as the horse and mule, which have not
** understanding, over these the devil hath power.

—

" But thou, when thou shalt take her, go into the cham-
" her, and for three days keep thyself continent from
** her, and give thyself up to prayer with her. On the

" first night lay the liver of the fish on the fire, and the

" devil shall be driven away ; and when the third

" night is past, thou shalt take the virgin with the fear

"of the Lord, moved rather with the love of children

" than for lust, that in the seed of Abraham thou may-
" est obtain a blessing in children.*'

When they came to Raguel's house, he received

them kindly, and being told that Tobias was his kins-

man's son, he embraced him, saying with tears, A
blessing be upon thee, my son, because thou art the

son of a good and most virtuous man. He also or-

dered a feast to be prepared for them. Tobias, as in-

structed by the angel, demanded his daughter in mar-
riage. But here Raguel knowing what had happened
to the others who had taken her before, stood in sus-

pence, giving no answer, till the angel encouraged him,

saying. Be not afraid to give her to this man ; for to

him who feareth God is thy daughter due, and there-

t r
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fore another could not have her. Then Ragtrel con-

iented, find taking tl^ right-hand of his daughter, he
gave it into the right-hand of Tobias, saying, The God
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of

Jacob, be with you, and may he join you together, and

fulfil his blessings in you.

At night, Tobias, careful to observe all the prescrip-

tions ofthe angel, took a part of the liver of the fish,

and laying it upon burning coals, invited his bride to

join with him in prayer. In the mean time the angel

took the devil away, and bound him in the desert of

the upper Egypt. The next day they celebrated the

marriage feast with decent joy, and the fear of the

Lord. And the angel, at the desire of Tobias, went

forward to Hages, and received the money of Gabelus,

and brought him to the wedding.

After a fortnight spent in Raguel's house, Tobias

set out upon his return home ; his father-in-law giv-

ing him, for his wife's portion, one half of his sub-

stance in hand; the rest to devolve to him after the

death of her parents. And now the angel proposed

that he should go before, that he might the sooner

bring comfort to his afflicted perent ; and also bid him
take the gall of the fish with him. When they drew
near to the city, he said to Tobias, As soon as thou

shalt come into thy house immediately adore the Lord
thy God ; and after giving thanks to him, go to thy

father and kissing him anoint his eyes with the gall of
the fish, and they shall be opened. Tobias having

done as he was ordered, within half an hour after he
had anointed his father'seyes with the gall,a white skin

began to come out of his eyes like the skin of an egg

;

which when Tobias had taken hold of and drewffotn'

bis eyes, he immediately recovered his sight: and ihef

ail glorified God. Afler seven days had elapsed, Sara^
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the wife of iTobtas, arrived safe with her aervants, and
all her substance in cattle and money. And Tobias

having related to hia parents all the favours that God
had done to them, by means of the person that con-

ducted him, the father and son calling him aside,

begged he would accept in return for his services, one
half of all the substance they had brought.

But he said to them secretly :
'^ Bless ye the God

'of heaven, and give glory to him in the sight of all

^that live, because he hath shewn his mercy to you.

'For it is good to hide the secret of a king ; but hon-
' ourable to reveal and confess the works of God,-—
'Prayer is good with fasting and alms, more than to

May up treasures of gold; for alms delivereth from
' death, and the same is that which purgeth away
'sins, and maketh to find mercy and life ever-
' lasting. But they that commit sin and iniquity, are
' enemies to their own souls. I discover then the

' truth unto you, and I will not hide the secret from
' you. When thou didst pray with tears, and didst

' bury the dead, and didst leave thy dinner, and didst

'hide the dead by day in thy house, and bury them by
'night. I offered thy prayer to the Lord. Andbe-
' cause thou wast acceptable to God, it was necessary
' that temptation should prove thee. And now the
' Lord hath sent me to heel thee, and to deliver Sara,

' thy son's wife, from the levil ; for I am the angel
' Raphael, one of the seven who stand before the

' Lord." Now when they had heard these things they

were troubled, and being seized \vith fear* they fell

upon the ground on their face. And the angel said

to them, " PeaceT)e to /ou, fear not ; for when I was
•'with you, I was with you by the will of God ; bless

" ye him, and sing praises to him. I seemed indeed

<'to eat and to drink with you ; but T use an invisible

#
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^^ meat anddrink^ which cannot be fieen by men. It

*^ is time therefore to return to him that sent me. But
*^ bless ye God, and publish all his wonderful works.

Which when he had said, he was withdrawn from

their sight, and they could see him no more. But
they continued for three hours laying prostrate upon
their face and blessing God: then rising up mey
published all his wonderful works.

Tobias was sixty years old when he recovered his

tight ; after which having lived two and forty years in

joy, r.nd with great increase of the fear of God, he then

dcpar d in peace. His son Tobias lived ninety-nine

T rrs, and saw his children's children to the fifth gen-

cuiiion ; and all his progeny pers?evered in such pious

Jive^ ; ri;l holy conversation, that they were the fa^

vouritcii both of God and men.

§ 2. Judith,—^Judith was a lady of the tribe of Si-

meon ofthe city ofBethulia. Being left a widow by
her husband Manas.ses, with a plentiful fortune, she

consecrated her widowhood to devotion and penance,

and for this purpose made herself a private chamber in

the upper part of her house, in \Vhich she abode shut

up vnth her maids, and wore a hair cloth upon her

loins, and fasted all the days of her life, except the sab-

baths and the feasts of the house of Israel. Although

she was exceedingly beautiful, yet she made no ac^

count of her beauty, but 'vas i told in great respect a^

mong all for her virtue, for she lived so much in the

fear of the Lord that no one could be found to speak

an ill w^rd of her.

In those days Nebuchadnezzar (not the king of

Babylon, vvho sa6ked Jerusalem, but another, who
was king of the Assyrians, and reigned in Nineve,)

having overcome the king of the Medes^ was so ele-

vated with his victory as to form the resolution of
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bringing the whole earth under his dominion ; and in

order thereto sent his general Holofernes with a mighty

army against all the kingdoms of the west, with a com-
mission to lay them waste, to destroy their cities and
their temples ; tc the end that he alone might be ac-

knowledged lord and god by all those nations.

After having laid many other regions desolate, he
drew his army near to Judea ; at which the people of

God, who were greatly alarmed, fearing lest he should

do to Jerusalem and to the temple of the Lord as he
had done to other cities and their temples, made what
preparation they could to defend themselves against so

formidable an enemy ; they cried to the Lord God of

Israel with great eagerness for his assistance, and
humbled their souls in fasting and prayers. And now
Holofernes, having waited thirty days in Idumea to

unite his forces together, advanced and laid siege to

Bethulia, a city so strongly situated among the moun-
tains, that it could not be taken by assault. But he
found the means of reducing the citizens to the last

extremity, by cutting off the aqueduct which furniiriied

them with water ; so that in a short time, their cisterns

being emptied, there was not left water enough within

the city to satisfy then«, even for one day.

In this distress, the people assembled together be-

sought Ozias, the governor, that they might be per-

mitted to deliver themselves to the Assyrians, rather

than live in captivity under them, or die by their

swords, for that both they and their wives and child-

ren should perish by a more lingering and dismal

death, for want of water to assuage their thirst. Ozias

endeavoured to encourage them to trust in the Lord

;

and after they had for some hours joining in earnest

supplications, confessing their sins with many tears, he

exhorted them to wait for mercy from the Lord five

<^M%^^
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days, and if no aid came within that timei he would
then deliver up the city.

The holy widow Judith hearing of this, sent for

Ozias and the ancients, and reinons^trated with them
on the ill they had done in fixing a time for the mercy
of the Lord, and appointing a day, instead of humbly
waiting for his time, with an absolute confidence in

him, and conformity with his will. Having disclosed

to them the intention wherewith God had inspired her,

of attempting something for their delivery. " You
shall stand, ' said she, ^^ at the gate this night, and
*' when I go out with my maid servant

;
pray ye, as

** you have said, that within five days the Lord may
*^ look down upon his people Israel. But I desire that

^'you enquire not into what I am doing and till I bring
<* you wYird^ do nothing but pray for me to our Lord
" God."

The ancients having departed, she went into her

oratory, there, lying prostrate in sackcloth and ashes,

she poured out her prayer before the Lord, that he

might give a blessing to her undertaking, for the greater

glory of his own name and the salvation of his people.

Af^er which, she cast ofi* her haircloth, and having

laid aside the garments of her widowhood, she dressed

and adorned herselfout in her best attire, with all her

ornaments ; and as in so doing, she was actuated by a
purity of intention, the Lord added so much to her

beauty, that she appeared incomparably lovely in the

eyes ofevery ope. Having given her maid a bottle of

wine, a vessel of oil, some parched corn, dry figs, and
bread and cheese, to carry for their provisions, they

departed and found at the gate of the city Ozias and
the ancients, who let her pass without asking any
questions, only praying to God to sU-engthen her. A-
Uout break of day she went dow n the hill^ and whe^

inth

,
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the was met and stopped by the watchmen of the As-
syrians, she told them she was a daughter ofthe He-
brews, who came away because she knew they would
become a prey to them, and desired to be introduced

to the presence of their general. No sooner had they

brought her to the tent of Holofernes, than he became
violently in love with her ; and learning the cause of

her coming, he appointed her a lodging in the tent

where his treasures were deposited, giving orders to

his chamberlain, that she might be at liberty to go out

and in, as she pleased, to adore her Grod in the night,

in the valley of Bethulia, as she had requested.

On the fourth day Holofernes invited her to supper,

and whilst she eat and drank with him of the pro-

visions her maid had prepared for her, his passion for

her became so inflamed, that he drank more plenti-

fully of wine than he had ever done before in his life.

At night, when his servants, overcharged with wine,

had retired to their lodgings, and Judith was left alone

in the chamber, whilst Holofernes lay on his bed, fast

asleep, being exceedingly drunk, she ordered her maid
to stand before the door, and to watch ; then standing

before the bed, praying with tears in silence to the

Lord for his help and as:>istance, she drew out the

scymeter from the scabbard that hung at the bed's

head, and taking him by the hair of his head, said

Strengthen me^ OLord God, at this hour, Shejstruck

twice upon his neck, when, having separated his head
from his body, she went out, and gave it to her maid
to put it into her wallet. They then both went out,

according to their custom, as it were to prayer ; and
having passed through the camp, and walked over the

viUey, they arrived at the gate of the city. When
Judith said to the watchmen upon the wall. Open the

gates, for God it with us. The watch having called

I
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the ancients of the city, they and all the people ran to

meet her; and when they had lighted up lights, and
nil had gathered round about her, nhe said, <' Praise ve
'^ the Lord our God, vtrho hath not forsaken them tliat

*^ho|)e in him. And by me his handmaid hath ful-*

" filled his mercy, which he j^romised to the house of
^< Israel ; and he hath killed the enemy of his people
" by my hand this night." She then took the head of

Holofernes out of the wallet, and shewed it them, at

the name time callmg the Lord to witness, that his an-

gel had been her keeper all the time she had been in

the enemy's camp, as well as in her going thither and
returning back, and had not permitted her to be defil-

ed with sin. Upon which all the people adored, and
gave praise to God. •

At break of day, as directed by Judith, when they

hung up the head of Holofernes upon the walls, every

man took to his arms, and rushed out of the city with

a violent noise and i^i.outing, to make an assault upon
the camp of the Assyrians j who, going to rouse their

genei-al on this occasion, and finding him weltering in

his blood without a head, raised so great an uproar in

the camp, and such a panic in the whole army, that be-

reft of all courage and counsel they thought of nothing

but saving themselves by flight, leaving every thing be-

hind them. Ozias pursued them,and sent messengers to.

all the cities and countries of Israel 5 who, having also

sent out their choicest young men afier ihem, killed all*

they could overtake, till they came to the confines of

Israel. In a word, the people ofGod were enriched with

their spoils, and gave glory to their great Deliverer.

Judith lived many years afterwards, to see the good
things of Jerusalem ; and persevered to the end in the

virtuous and godly life she had begun, till at the ag0

Off one hundred and five year^*, she departed in peace.
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{ 3. Esihef%—In the days of the great king AJE|9ueru99

who reigned over one hundi'ed and twenty-seven pro-

vinces, from India to Ethiopia, there lived in the city

uf Susan, where he kept his court, a Jew named Jlfor-

• dQchaif who had a niece who dwelt with him, a most

beautiful maiden, named Edlier^ whom he had adopt-

ed for his child, because she had lost both her parents*

It happened that the king, who took great offence at

Vusthi his queen for her disobedience ^.osed her

from the royal dignity, and sent orders is pro-

vinces for the most beautiful young ' to be

brought him, amongst whom he might ciiousc une to

be his queen, instead of Vasthi ; Es^ther being of this

number, was presented to him, who pleased him so

much above all the rest, that he immediately set the

Coyal crown on her head and made her his queen.

'Her uncle Mordochai chose to fix his abode at the

king's gale ; and whilat he dwelt there, he discovered

that a design had been formed between two of the

Ennuchs, who were porters presiding at the firs»t en-

try of the palace, to murder the king. Having ac-

quainted the queen with this confederacy, she told it

to the king in Mordochai's name ; and enquiry being

m^ade, they being found guilty, were executed, and the

whole account of trial w^as recorded in the Clironicles

before the king.

After this, Aman, of the race of Agag, was advan-

ced by the king to so high a decree of honor, that all

the king's servants were ordered to bend their knees
to him and worship him. Mordochai alone would
not pay him this worship : at which Aman was highly

oQbnded ; and understanding that he was a Jew, re-

solved to revenge himself upon the whole nation. He
therefore procured, through the favour he l\ajd with the

kijig, that letters should be sent, ordering ^U the J&\\#
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that were found in his dominions to be destroyed in

one day, viz., on the thirteenth day of the twelfth

month, that being the day which had come up by lot*

Mordochai and the rest of the Jews hearing this, la-

mented and mourned in fasting, sackcloth, and ashes*

Mordochai informed the queen thereof, desiring that

she would go into the king and intercede for her peo-

ple. She represented the danger to which she would
be exposed to by going into the king, without being

sent for, contrary to law ; but desired that he and all

the Jews in Susan would join in fasting and prayer

for three days, and that she and her maids would do
the same, and then she would venture to go. Ac-
cordingly the third day by presenting herself before the

king, she was most graciously receired. She begged

of the king to come, and to bring Aman with him to

a banquet she had prepared ; but not opening her

mind that day, desired she might be honoured with the

same company the next day also. Whereupon Aman
departed that day joyful and merry ; but when he saw
that Mordochai at ihe palace gate did not so much as

move from the place wherein he was sitting, to shew
him any honour, he was exceedingly angry ; and re-

turning to his house, declared to his wife and his friends,

that with all his riches and glory, he could enjoy no
satisfaction, as long as he beheld that Jew sittingbefore

the king's gate. Upon this, they advised him to order a
gibbet to be prepared fifly cubits high, and in the morn-

ing to request of the king that Mordochai might be
hanged upon it.

The king having passed that night without sleep he
commanded the chronicle of former times to be read

to him. When they came to that place, where it was
recorded that Mordochai had saved the king's life, by
detecting the treason of the two ennuchs, he asked

wl
thj
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what honour and reward had Mordochai received for

thi&proof of his fidelity. The servants said none what-

soever. Then the king having enquired who was in

thj^ court, just at that moment that Aman came to de-

sire that Mordochai might be hanged. When he wus
cajiled in, the king said to him '^ What ought to

<< be done to the man whom the king was desirous

^< to honour?" Aman supposing that the king would

honour no other than himself, answered. ^' The man
^^ whom the king desireth to honour, ought to be cloth-

" ed with the king's apparel, and set upon the horse

" that the king rideth upon, and have the royal crown
'< upon his head ; and let the first of the king's princes
*^ and nobles hold his horse, and going through the
^' streete of the city, proclaim before him and say,

*' Thus shall he be honoured, whom the king hath a
" mind to honour." And the king said to him ; " Make
^' haste and take the robe and the horse, and do as
^< thou hast spoken to Mordochai the Jew, who sitteth

** before the gates of the palace, and beware of omit-
** ting ofthose things thou hast said." He durst do no
otherwise than obey ; and being thus strangely disap-

pointed and mortified, he went with a heavy heart to

the banquet, which was to be his last.

Here the king, after he grew warm with wine, asked

the queen what her petition was, assuring her it should

be granted, although she should demand one half of

his kingdom. She answered that her petition was for

her life, and for her people, who were given up to be

majisacred and totally destroyed, not excepting those

of the king'a own family, merely to gratify the

cruelty of their enemy. On being asked who thii

enemy could be, she replied, It is Aman, who is our

adversary and inveterate enemy. Upon which the

kin^, being exceedingly angry, resolved to put him to

death ; and when told by one of the ennuchs oftht
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S'bbet, Aman had prepared for Mordochai, ordered

lat he should immediately be hanged upon it AAer
which Mordochai was advanced to the place and dig-

nity which Aman had occupied ; and the letters which
the wicked man had sent in the name ofthe king to all

the provinces, for the extirpation of the Jews, were
reversed by contrary letters. Thus were the people of

God preserved from destniction ; their mourning turn-

ed into joy ; and the day that had been appointed for

the general massacre of them all, was ordered to be

kept as a joyful festival by them, and all their posterity.

Chap. VIII.

—

The Hisiory of the People of God
after the Captivity.

From the Books of Esdras, jyehemias, and the Ma-
chabees.

WHEN the seventy years of the Babylonish

captivity, foretold by the prophet Jeremias,

were expired, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus,

king of the Persian?, as he had promised by the pro-

phet [Isaias, chap, xliv.] to release his people from

their captivity, and send them home to Judas with a
commandment to rebuild the temple of God in Jeru-

salem. He also ordered all the vessels of gold and
silver, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought ?^ - from

the temple, to be restored to them, the numl c i five

thousand four hundred vessels. The chiefs that con-

ducted the people back from their captivity, were Zo-
robabel, the grandson of Jechonias, who was made
governor of Judea, and Josue, or Jesus, the high-priest

:

and the number of men, who returned with them,

amounted in all to forty-two thousand thi*ee hundred

and sixty. These repairing to Jerusalem to celebrate

there the feast of the tabernacles, erected an altar for

the daily sacrifices, and laid the foundations of the

.
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temple. But by the opposition of the Samaritans,

they were hindered from carrying on the work till the

second year of the reign of king Darius (Hystaspes)

whom God was pleased to move to favour the build-

ing, and to contribute to it. Encouraged by the pro-

phets Aggai and Zacharias, they went on prosperous-

ly, and having finished the whole in the sixth year of

the same king, made a solemn dedication of it, to the

great joy of those who had never seen the former tem-

ple in its glory * whilst it grieved the old men to see

how much it fell short in the splendor and magnifi-

cence ofthe other. On this occasion the Lord sent

the prophet Aggai to comfort them, with these words,

(chap, ii.) " Who is left among you," said the pro-

phet) (verse 4, &c.) " that saw this house in its first

" glory 1 And how do you see it now ? Is it not as
*' nothing in your eyes 1 Yet now take courage,

" Zorobabel, &c., and all the people of the land : for I

" am with you, saith the Lora : yet one little while,
*^ and I will move the heavens and the earth, &c., and
'^the desired of all nations shall come, and I will fill

** this house with glory. Silver is mine, and gold is

" mine, saith the Lord of Hosts. Great shall be the
*^ glory of this last house, more thatn of the first ; and
** in this place I will give peace, saith the Lord of
" Hosts. " All which was verified by the coming of

our Lord Jesus Christ.

After this, in the seventh year of the reign of Arta^

xerxes, (Longimanus) Esdras the priest, a learned

scribe in the law of Moses, went up from Babylon to

Jerusalem, with a great number of the children of Is-

rael, and of the priests, levites, &c., in his company :

being sent from the king to instruct and assist the

people of God, with a most gracious decree in their

favour, and magnificent presents to the temple. When
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he came to Jefriisalem he foimd that many of the

people had grievously transgressed by their intermtt*-

riages with strangers and unbelievers, which was Ifipt

only absolutely forbidden by the law of God, but also

infinitely pernicious in its consequences. This trans-

gression afflicted the holy priest exceedingly, and he
ceased not to lament, weep, and pray prostrate before

the temple of God, till thei-e was gathered around hhii

and exceeding great number of men, women and chil-

dren, who moved by his example, wept with much
lamentation, and unanimously agreed to enter into a
solemn covenant with the Lord their God, to put awiay

their strange wives, and to be never more guilty of (ho

like trani^ession.

In the twentieth year ofthe same king ArtaxerxCis,

Nehemias, who wasi his cup-bearer, obtained a licence

from him to go and rebuUd the walls of Jerusalem. In
this work, although he me^ with great opposition from

Samaritans, and oth^r^neijghbburing nations, yet he be*

gan and carried on the liiailding in spite of them all^

and having finished the wh6Ie in the short space of

two and fifty days, the enemilss were obliged to ac-

knowledge, in this work, the visible hand of God.

From this time the Jew^ lived in peace under the

kings of Persia, with full liberty as to the exercise of

their religion; and were more 'faithful in the obser-

vance of their law, and more exempt f'-c ^ idolatry

than they ever had been before. Tbey even made
many proselytes to their religion ; and by the oppor-

tunity ofa great number of them remaining in Baby-
loii and in other parts of th*^ Persian empire, they com-
municated the knowledge of the true God, to the Gen-
tiles, among whom they lived.

The power of the Persian empire, as Daiiiel had
foretold, was overset by the Ctecians, under the coll-

ie
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duct of Alexander the Great, wbo fuade no alteration

in theitate of the Jews. They still enjoyed the free

exercise of their reli^^ion, and their temple, both under

him, and his captains ; who; after his death, parcelled

his empire amongst them till the days of king Anti*

ochus, surnamed Epiphaues. During that time they

also spread themselves through all £e provinces of

the Grecian empire, and there likewise begun to com-
municate to the Gentiles the knowledge of the. true

Pod.
It is true, Seleucus Philopator, king of Syria, the

eldest son of Antiochus the Great, upon being inform-

ed by one Simon, a wicked man, that there were im-

mense sum9 of money deposited in the temple, sent

his commissary Heliodorous with orders to seize upon

the whole of it for the king's use. But here the Lord
visibly interposed in defence of his house. For whilst

H^iodorus was entering into the treasury with his

guards, and giving orders for the removal of the mo-
ne^, ^^ the Spirit of the Almighty gave a great evi-

^^dence of his presence, so that all who had presumed
M tp obey him, fallingdown by the power ofGod, were

f<. struck with fainting and dread. For there appeared
<<^ tbyem a horsp with a terrible rider in golden ar-

<^ mour, whp ran up fiercely and struck Heliodorus
*^ with his fore feet. Moreover there appeared two
** other beautiful young men in bright apparel, whp
^^ coding on ^ach side of hiin scourged him with

<^many stripes, till he fell down to the ground speech-

^Mciss and senseless, and then was carried out of the

^Memple in a litter, and lay without hope of recovery.

^y His irienda begged of Onias, the high priest, to pray

^* to the Lord for his life: which ^hen he was doing,
^' the sami^ young men, in the same cLotfiing, stood by
^^ Heliodorus, and said to him, Give thanks to Onias

9
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''the priett, becausey for his lake, the Lord hath grant-

^ ed thee life. And thou having been scourged by God^
*< declare to all men the great works and the power of

^God. And having spoke thus, they appeared no
more." 2 Machab. iii.

King Seleucus did not long survive this sacrilegious

attempt, being poisoned by Heliodorous, whom he had
sent to pillage the temple His brother Antiochus

Epiphanes succeeded in the kingdom, who became
afterwards a great persecutor of the people of God. In

the beginning of his reign, Jason, the brother of Onias,

Undermining his good brother, bought the high priest-

hood of Antiochus for a large sum of money ; and be-

gun immediately to introduce among his countrymen

the manners and actions of the heathens. This un-

happy man, was aAer some years, undermined by
Menelans, who, promising the king three hundred

talents more, procured the high priesthood for him-

self, and became no, less wicked than his predecessor.

Thus the law of God be'ng trodden under foot, and his

worship set aside by those that were the chiefpriests

and rulers of the people, many of every degree imi-

lated their apostacy, and those dreadful times came
on, which seem to have been foretold by the terrible

fligns in the heavens, which were seen for forty days

over Jerusalem : for not long aflerwards Antiochus

coming with bis army out of Egypt, took the city by
fltprm, and in the space of three days massacred four-

score thousand of the people, made forty thousand

prisoners, and sold forty ttiousand for slaves. He also

entered into the sanctuary of the temple, and took a-

way the golden candlestick, the table of shew-bread,

the golden vessels and ornnments, together with all

the treasures he found in the temple ; carrying away
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with him no less than one thousand eight hundred
talents.

Two years after th's he sent ApoUonius with an
army to Jerusalemwho fell suddenly upon the city and
made a great slaughter ofthe people, took thoir spoils,

burnt their houses, demolished the walls, and placed a
strong garrison in the castle of Sion, that commanded
the temple, which became, from this time, a dreadful

annoyance to the people of God. At length Antiochus

Epiphanes published his edict, by which he obliged

the whole nation of the Jews to renounce thj worship

and law of God, and to sacrifice to the idols which he
set up in every ci^r, and at Jerusalem even the very

sanctuary of the Lord, which he profaned with the

image of Jupiter, putting all who refused to comply
with these edicts to death without mercy. Among
the great numbers who suffered martyrdom by his per-

secutions, the most illustrious were, holy Eleazar, and
the seven brothers, who with their mother bravely

vanquished the worst of torments. 2 Mach. vi. 7.

Many others fled away into deports and mountains,

and hid themselves in caves and dens, to be out ofthe

reach of the persecutors. But the Lord, who d^ not

forsake his people in their extremity, raised up judas

Machahsus and his brethren, who gathered together as

many as they could of those that vs'ere zealous for the

law and the worship of God, and putting their whole
confidence in him, with a small number of men, gain-

ed many glorious victories over the numerous armies

of Antiochus and his successors. Nor did they desist

till they recovered the city and temple out of their

hands, regained the free exercise of their religion;

and not long afler entirely shaking off the Grecian

yoke, became themselves both high priests and sov-

ereign princes of the people y in which dignity they
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Were confirmed b? the senate, ur bnhedrim, and tbfd

whole nation of the Jews, to hold it for ever till ih$

faitkfulprophet ihould ariitf (1 Mach. xiv. 4T,^ that

II) till Christ the great king, priest, and prophet, snonld

come. Their descendants hot long after pat on the

diadem, which they held till ^ev were routed by
Herod, who was made king by the Komains ; and then

the sceptre being taken away from Jud^h, the great

^^At/oA, the promised Messias came, to reign in the

htiuie ofjacoby that is, over all the true people of God,
king and priest for ever, according to the order ot

Melchisedech.

End of the Hiitary of the Old Teitam&nt,
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PART SECOND.

THE LIFE OF OUR

LORD lESUS CHRIST.
Abridged from the Fonr Evangeliiti.

CHAP. I.

Ofiht Incarnaiion of the Son of Gody for the Re^

demption of the World, The Birth of John the

Baptist, Lukei.

WO sooner had man fallen from God by sin, than

his gracious Maker, whose goodness and love

for his creatures knows no bounds, was pleased upon
the spot to promise him a Redeemer, who should be
born of the seed of the woman, and crush the serpent's

head, Gen. iii. 15. From that period he frequently

repeated the promise to the patriarchs and prophets,

foretelhng all the circumstances of his coming—^the

time-^the place-rthe family of which be should

be bom—the manner of his life, death, &c«|

together with the dignity of his person, and his Eter«

sal Divinity. The world now had lasted four thou-

sand years, and both Jews and Gentiles were in full

expeetd!l!on of the birth of the promised Redeemert
from the predictions of the prophets, when the Eter-

nal Word, which was in the beginning with God, and
by whom God made the world, the true life« and the

light that enlighteneth every one that cometh into the

world, taking to hipself our human nature, was ffuwfe

fleshy and came to dwell amongst us.

9*
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The birth of Christ was preceded by the miraea*

lous birth of his precursoTi St. John the Baptist, of

which St. Luke, chap. 1.ogives the following account
<< There was in the days of Herod, king of Judeai

a certain priest named Zachary, whose wife was of

the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.

And they were both just before God, walking in all

the commandments and justifications of the Lord
without blame. Now they had no son^ for that Eliza-

beth was barren, and they both were advanced in

years. And it came to pass, that while he was ex-

ecuting the priestly ofiice before God, in the order of

his course, it was his lot to offer incense going into the

temple of th^ Lord^: and all the multitude of the peo-

ple were praying without at the hour ofincense. And
there appeared t6 him an angel of the Lord, standing

on the right sidb of the altar of incense. And Zachary
seeing: him, was troubled, and fear fell upon him : but

the angel said to him, Fear not, Zachary ; for thy

prayer is heard ; ahd thy wife Elizabeth shall bear

thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John, He
sh^li be great before the Lord, and shall drink no wino
nor strong drink ; and he shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost, even from his mother's womb. And he shall

convert man^ of the children of Israel to the Lord
their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit

and power of Elias, that hte may tiiirn the hearts of

tlte fathers to the children—to prepare for the Lord a
perfect people." *

"And Zachary said to the angel. Whereby may
I know tbrsi for I atn an old man,- and my wife it

adVanced'in yeafs. And the aiigel answering, said to

hafiA, 1 am Gabrid, who stands before God, and am
sentio speak to thee, and to biHhg thee these good tid-

ings. And behold thbu shatt be dHimb, and shalt not
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be Able to tpeak, until the day wherein theie thlnge

•hall come to pasit becauie thou hait not believed mj
words, which shall be fulfilled in their tine. And
the people were waiting for 2achanr, and they won-
dered that he tarried to long in the temple. And
when he came out, he could not speak to them ; and
they understood that he had seen a vision in the tem-

ple. And he mad[e signs to them, and remained

dumb."
^Now afVer those days his wife Elizabeth conceiv-

ed, and hid herself five months, saying, Thus hath

the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he hath

had regard to take away my reproach among men."
<' And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was

seht from God to a city of Galilee called Nazareth, to

a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph,

of the hduse of David; and the virgin's name wfts

Mary. And the angel being come in, said to her.

Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee ; blessed art

thou aihong women : and when she had heard, she

was-trdubled at his saying, and thought with herself

what manner of salutation this should be. . And the

angel said to her, Fear not, Mary ; for thoU hast found

grace with God. Behold thou shalt conceive in thy

Womb, and shalt bring forth a Son ; and thou shall

call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and ehall be
called the Son of the Most High^ and the Lord God
shall give uhto him the throne of David his father, and
he shall reign in the house of Jacob for ever, and of

hie kingdom there shall be no end."
*^ And Mary ^aid to the angel, Ho^ shall this btf

dbne, because I know not man ? And the angel an-
swering^ said to h3r, The HoSy 6ho^ shall come upon'

thee, aAd the power of the Mo^t Hiajh shall, ovendia-

^oW thee. Atd therefore filso ihd Ho'^ whioh shall
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be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And
behold thy eotiiin Elizabeth, she hath also conceived

a son in her old age ; and this is the sixth month with

her that is called barren ; because no word shall 1^ im-*

possible with God. And Mary said, Behold the

handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me* accordingr to

thy word." ,4
>^

^< And Mary rising up in those days, went intd* the

hilly country with haste, into a city of Judea ; and she

entered into the house of Zachary, and saluted Eliza-

beth. And it came to pass, that when Elizabeth

heard the salutation ofMary, the infant leaped in her

womb ; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:

and she cried out with a loud voice, and said. Blessed

art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit ofthy

'womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother
of my Lord should come to me 1 For behold, as soon

as the voice of thy salutation sounded in my ears, the

infant in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed art

thou that hast believed, because those things shall be

accomplished that were spoken to thee by the Lord."
** And Mary said. My soul doth magnify the Lord,

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. Be-
cause he hath regarded the humility of his handmaid i

for behold from henceforth all f^enerations shall call

me blessed.. For he that is mighty hath done great

things to me, and holy is his nam($, &c. And Mary
abode with her about three months, and she returned

to her own house."
*^ Now Elizabeth's full time being come,she brought

forth a son. And her neighboursandkinsfolks, hear-

ing that the Lord had shewed his great mercy towards

her, congratulated with her. And when they came
to circumcise the child, they called him by his faUier'a

name Zachai^. And his mother said, 7<^ot8o ; btit

•«;:,
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he shall be called John. And they made slgfts to htt

father, ho^ he would have him called : and d^maiid*

ing a writingtdble, he wrote, John is his name. And
they ail wondered. And immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue loosened, and he spokie, blessing

God. And he was filled with 1heHolyGhost,and he pro«*

phesied, saying, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, be*

cause he hath visitpd and wrought the redemptioR of

his people: ahd hath raised up a horn of salvation to

us in the house af David his servant. Aiid thoU^

child, shaltbe called the prophet of the l^ighest: for

thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to priepare

his ivays ; and to give knowledge of their i^lvation to

his people unto the remission of sins: through the

bowels of the mercy ofour God, in which the OrieAt

from on high hath visited us ; to enlighten them that

sit in darkness and in the shadow df death ; to direct

our feet into the way of peace."
<< And the child grew and was strengliened iii

spirit ; and was in the deserts until the day of his maRi-

festation to Israel."

Chap II.—-TA* Birth of Christ. Luke L
AND now the blessed Virgin's pregnancy belRg

discovered by her spouse, (Matt i. 18) he as

Vet unacquainted with the mystery, was troubled : but

being a just man, and not willing ^^ publicly to expose
her, was minded to put her away privately:"

<^ But while he thought on these things,behold the

Angel of the Lord appeared to him in his sleep, say-

ing, Joseph, Son of David, fear not to take unto thee

Mtiry thy wife ; for that which is conceived in her ts

of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son

;

and thou shalt call his name Jesus [that is, Saviour :]

for he shall save his people from th^fsins.**
<< Now it came to pass iathose dRytf, (Lvk9 li.) that
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there went out a decree from Augustus Casaar, that the

whole world should be enrolled. And all went to be
enrolled, every one into his own city. So Joseph

went up from Nazareth to Bethlehem, the city ofDa-
vid, because he was of the house and family ofDavid,

to be enrolled there with Mary his espoused wife,

who was with child. And when they were there,

her days being accomplished, she brought forth her

Son, and wrapped him in swaddling clo&es, and laid

him in a manger, becaube there was no room for them
in the inn."

** And there were in the same country shepherds

watching and keeping their night-watches over their

flock. And behold an angel of the Lord stood by
them, and the brightness of God shone about them,

and tiiey feared with a very great fear. And the angel

said to Uiem, Fear not ; for behold I bring you good

tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the people : for

this day js born to you a Saviour, who is Christ the

Lord, in the city of David. And this shall be a sign

unto you
;
you shall find the infant wrapped up in

swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger. And sud-

denly there was with the angel a multitude of the

heavenly army, praising God, and saying, Glory to

God in the highest ; and on earth peace to men of good

will."

^' And when the angels were depa^d into heaven,

the shepherds said one to another. Let us go over to

Bethlehem, and let us see this word which is to come
to pass, which the Lord hath shewed to us. And
they came with haste ; and they found Mary and Jo-

seph, and the infant laying in a manger. And seeing

they understood that the word had been spoken to

them concerning this child. And they returned glo-

rifying and praising God. And all they that heard

-^
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wondered. But Mary kept all these words, pondering

them in her heart."

^< And after eight days the child was circumcised

and his name was called Jesus. And when the days

of her purification were accomplished, they carried

him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord ; asthe

law prescribed with relation to the first-born. Now
there was at that time in Jerusalem a just and devout

man, whose name was Simeon, who was waiting for

the consolation of Isralel. And the holy Ghost was
in him. And he had received a promise from the

Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he
had seen the Christ of the Lord. Now he came by
the Spirit into the temple. And when his parents

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him acconiing to

the custom of the law, he also took him into his arms,

and blessed God> and said, Now thou dost dismiss thy

servant, Lord, according to thy word, in peace ; be-

t;ause my eyes have seen thy salvation, which thoa

liast prepared before the face of all the people ; a li^t

to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the ^ory of 3iy

people Israel. And Simeon said to Mary, Behold this

child is set for the fall and the rising again ofmany in

Israel, and for a sign which shall be contradicted ; and
thy own soul a sword shall pierce, that out ofmany
hearts thoughts may be revealed."

'* There was also one Anna a prophetess, whohad
lived to the age of fourscore and four years ; and de-

parted not from the temple, by fastings and prayers

serving night and day. Now she at the same hour

coming in, gave praise to the Lord, and spoke of him
to all that looked for the redemption of Israel."

t^vi 4^
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Chap. IIL—The Offerings of the Wise Men: ihe

Flight into Egypt: the Massacre of thfi Innocents.

St. Matt. ii.

'IVTOW when Jesus was bom in Bethlehem, in the

^i^ days of Herod, behold there came wise men
(irom the East to Jerusalem, saying, Where is h^ that

is bom king of the Jews ? For we have seen his

star in the East, and we are come to worship him.

And king Herod hearing this, was troubled, and all

Jerusalem with him ; and assembling all the chief

priests and the scribes, he enquired of them, where
the l^essias should be born ? But they said t^ him,

in Bethlehem of Judah« which they shewed by the

testimony of the prophet Micheas. Upon which

Kerpd privately calling the wise men, epquiri^d of

th|9m t^e time of the star that had appeared to them :

find sending them to Bethlehem, said, Go, and
j^arch diligently after the child ; and when you have

found l^im, bring me word, that I also mi^y come
and i^orship him,* And when th^y had heard the

kii^g, tbey went their way. And behold the star

fWbich they hj^d seen in the East went before them,

till it; (ffivofi and stood over where the child was—
Aiid seeing the star, they rejoiced with exceeding

g^ajtjoy* And going intp the house, they found the

child with Mary his mother* and falling down they

worshipped him; and opening their treasures, they

offered, him gifts^—gold, frankincense9 and m.yr(h. And
being admonished in their sleep, not to return to H^rod,

they went back another way into their own country."
" IjTow after they were departed, an angel of thp

Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph, saying, Arisen

and take the child and his mother, and fly into

Egypt ; and be there until I shall tell thee : for Herod
will ieek the child to destroy him. And he arose

ii.,.

§'
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and took the child and his mother by night, and retii:ed

into Egypt ; and he was there till Herod died. In the

mean time this tyrant, perceiving that he was deluded

by the wise men, was exceedingly angry ; and, send-

ing, killed all the men-children that were in Bethlehem,

and in all the borders thereof, from two years old and
under."
" When Herod was dead, an angel of the Lord ap-

peared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, Arise,

and take the child and his mother, and go to the land

of Israel. For they are dead that sought the life of

the child. He obeyed, and returned to the land of

Israel ; and by divine admonition went and dwelt in

Nazareth." -,; . •

Chap. IV.

—

Christ at Twelve Years ofAge isfound
amongst the Doctors, Luke, ii.

"TIJOW the child Jesus grew, and waxed strong,

i.^ being full of wisdom, and the grace of God was
in him. And his parents went every year to Jerusa-

lem to the feast of the pasch. And when he was
twelve years old they went up according to their cus-

tom. And when they had fulfilled the days, and were
returning, the child Jesus staid behind in Jerusalem

;

and they knew it not: but thinking that he was in the

company, they came one day's journey, and sought

him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And not

finding him, they went back to Jerusalem seeking him.
And it came to pass aller three days, that they found
him in the temple, sitting in the midst ofthe doctors^

hearing them and asidngthem questions. And all

that heard him were astonished at his wisdom and his

answers. And seeing him, they wondered. And
his mother said to him, Son, why hast thou done so

to us t Behold thy father and I have sought thee sor^

W
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rowing. And he eaid to ihem, How is it that you
sought me t Did you not know that I must be about

my Father's business. And he went down with tlietn

to Nazareth, and was subject to them. And his mo-
ther kept all these words in her heart And Jesus in-

creased in wisdom, and age, and grace, with God and
men.

Chap. V.

—

John's Preaching andBaptism : Christ

is baptized by him. Matt. iii. Luke, iii.

NOW the time drawing near, in which by divine

appointment our Lord was to enter upon his

mission, and to manifest himselfto the world, his pre-

cursor John the Baptii^t (who from his childfl>od had

led a life of wonderful osterity and sanctity in the

desert,) was sent to prepare the way before him, as

was foretold by the prophet Isaiah, ch. xi. The voice

of one crying in th^ wilderness. Prepare ye the way

of the Lord^ make straight his paths. He preached

to all, that the kingdom of heaven^ viz., the heavenly

reign of the great Messias was now near at hand ; and
that therefore they should prepare themselves for him
by penance^ by a hearty repentance for all their sins,

and entire conversion of their souls to the love and
service of God. That they should, without delay,

bring forth fruits worthy of penance^ if they would
escape the wrath to come ; for that now the axe was

laid to the root of the tree ; and that every tree that

did not bring forth good fruity should be cut up and
€ad into the fire. That they should not flatter them-
selves with the expectation of escaping, because they

were the children of Abraham ; for that God was
able,from the very stones^ to raise up children to Abra-

ham; and therefore without a thorough conversion

from their evil ways, they were to expect that the

kingdom of God, and the grace and dignity of being

the children of Abraham, (the father of all the faiths
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ful,) should be taken away from them, and given to

the Gentiles. He added, that he baptized them in-

deed with water, unto penance, but that there should

Gome ader hira one more mighty than he, that should

baptize them with the Holy Ghost and with fire. That
iiis fan was in his hand, and that he should tho-

roughly cleanse his floor, and gather his wheat into

the barn, but the chaff he would burn with unquench^
able fire.

The preaching of this great prophet, recommended
by the admirable holiness of his life, drew people of

all conditions from Jerusalem, and all parts of Judea
to hear him ; and amongst them many publicans and
harlots, who were baptized all by him confessing

their sins. Then Jesus also came from Galilee to

Jordan, and presented himself to be baptized, but John
refused him, saying, I ought to be baptized by thee,

and comest thou to me ? Jesus said. Suffer it to be
80 now : for so it becometh us to fulfil all righteous*

ness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus being bap«

tized, forthwith came out of the water, and behold

the heavens were opened, and the Holy Ghost des-

cended in the shape of a dove upan him ; and lo I a
voice from heaven, saying. This is my beloved Son,

in whom I am well pleased.

After his baptism, Jesus was led by the Spirit into

the desert, where he spent forty days in solitude, fast-

ing, and prayer. At the expiration of which time

Satan was permitted to tempt him ; and first, seizing

upon the occasion of his being hungry after so long a
fast, he suggests to him. That if he were the Son of

God, he should command that the stones should be
turned into bread. But Jesus meekly replied. It is

written, Man livetk not by bread alone, Imt by every

word thatproceedethfrom the mouth of God, The devil
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then lought to tempt him by vain-glory ; proposing

that he should cast himself down from the pinnacle

of the temple : for it is wriHeny said he, Thai he hath

given his angels charge over thee, and they shall bear

thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against

a stone. Jesus answered, again, It is written. Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God, Lastly, he led him
to a high mountain, and shewed him (as it were in a

great map,) all the kingdoms ofthe world in a moment
of time

;
pretending, that he had the disposal of them

all, and that he would give them all to him, with all

their power and glory, if he would fall down and adore

him ; to which Jesus replied. Be gone, Satan : for it is

written. The Lord thy God shalt thou adore, and him
imly shalt thou serve. Then the devil left him, and
the angels came and ministered to him.

Chap. VI.

—

John's Testimony to Christ: he begins

to call his Disciples, John, i. Matt, iv, &e.

BUT John was not only sent to prepare the way
for Christ by preaching penance to the people

;

he also came as a witness to bear testimony ofhim,

and to point out to all men, the true Lamb of God, who
came to take away the sins of the world ; that all

might believe through him. This testimony he re-

peated several times both to the people and his disci-

ples, assuring them, that he had seen the Holy Spirit

descend as a dove frjm Heaven, and remaining upon
him ; and that he, who sent him to baptize in water,

had said to him. He upon whom thou shalt see the

Spirit descending and remaining, he it is that baptizeth

in the Holy Ghost And I saw, said he, and I gave
testimony, that he is the Son of God.

Two ofthe disciples of John hearingfrom their mas-
ter that Jesus was the Lamb ofGod, presently follow^
im, and became his disciples ; one of them was An-
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^rew, who informed hii brother Simeon, that they

had found the Messias, and brought him to Jesus:

who, looking upon him, said, Thou art Simon, son of
Jona, thou shait be called Cephas, that is, Peter, or

Kock. The following day Jesus found Philip, who
was ofthe same town as Andrew and Peter, and he
said to him, Follow thou me, Philip brought his friend

Nathaniel to him ; whom when Jesus saw, he said,

Behold a true Israelite, in whom there is no guile. Na-
thaniel saith to him. Whence knowest thou me? Jesus
answered. Before that Philip called thee : when thou
wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee. Nathaniel cried

out, JRabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the king
of Israel. Jesus answered and said to him, Because
I told thee, I sawithee under the fig-tree, thou believest

;

thou shalt see greater things than these—yea. Thou
shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.

These, with the two sons of IZebqdee, were the first

disciples of Christ, and witnesses of his first miracles,

of changing water into wine at the marriage fea^ of

Can^. But although they now believed in him, they

had riot yet left all things else to stick close to him.

This grace was reserved for the time when Jesus,

walking by the sea of Galilee, saw Simon and Andrew
casting a net into"the sea, for they were fishermen.

—

And he said to them, Come ye after me, and I w^ill

make you fishers of men : and immediately leaving

their nets behind them, they followed him. And going

on he saw other two brothers, James and John, the

eons of Zebedee, in a ship with their father, mending
their nets ; and having called them, they immediately

left their nets and their father, and followed him.

Some time afterwards, passing again by the sea side,

he saw Mallhew. a publican, silling at the receipt of
10*
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custom ; and he saith to him^ Follow thou me : and
rising up, he followed him. Matthew made a great

feast for him and his disciples ; and several publicans

and sinners came and sat down with him : for there

were many who also followed him ; and when the

Scribes and Pharisees murmured at his eating with

sinners. Jesus told them, That they that are ill, and
not they that are well, stood in need of the physician

and that he came, not to call the just, but sinners to:d

pentance.

Chap. VIL- Christ goes up to Jerusalem, John, ii, &c.

AFTEB the miracle wrought in Cana, Jesus, left

Nazareth, and went and dwelt in Caphamaum
And from thence he went up to keep the feast of the

pasch, or passover, in Jerusalem. Here he << found

in the lemple them that sold oxen, and sheep, and
doves, and the changers of money sitting ; and when
he had made a kind of scourge of little cords, he drove

them all out ofthe temple, the sheep also and the oxen,

and he poured out the changers money, and the tables

he overthrew. And he said to them that sold droves.

Take these things hence, and make not the house of
my father a house of traffic. The Jews on this oc-

casion said to him. What sign dost thou shew us, see-

ing thou dost these things 1 Jesus said to them, Des-
troy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up^

The Jews then said. Six and forty years were spent in

building this temple ; and wilt thou raise it up in three

days ? But he spoke ofthe temple of his body."

During his abode in Jerusalem, he wrought several

miracles, by which many were induced to believe in

him, and amongst the rest, Nicodemus, a noted phar-

isee, and one of the rulers or magistrates, who oame
to Jesus by night, and was instructed by bimiconcern-
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ing the necessity of bei^g born again of water and the

Holy Spirit, if he would enter into the kingdom of God.

He also inculcated to him the wonders of the good-

ness and love of God to men, in giving them his only

begotten Son, that they might not perish ; and that the

Son of God was to be lifted up, as the serpent was in

the desert, that whosoever believed in him might be res-

ued from eternal death, and brought to everlasting life.

After these things, Jesus came into the land of Judea,

.

with his disciples, where he abode with them, and
aptized. And as many had resorted to him, it gave

ccasion of jealousy to the disciples of John, to see

their master's glory eclipsed by the crowds that for-

sook him to follow Jesus. But the Baptist told them,

that what made them uneasy became to him a subject

ofjoy, saying, that he was not the Christ, the true

bridegroom of the Church of God, but the friend of
the bridegroom, who rejoiced to hear his voice ; and
that he, Jesus, must increase, but himself decrease. '

Chap. VIII.

—

Christ returns to Galilee, and pttbi-

liskes his Gospel there, and confirms it vxith innu-

merable Miracles, John. iv. Matt. iv. &c.

WHEN therefore Jesus understood that the Phar-

isees had heard that Jesus made more disci-

ples, and baptized more than John, (though Jesus him-
self did not commonly baptize, but his disciples,) he
left Judea, and departed again into Galilee. In hi»

^^7) passing through the territories of the Samaritans,

he came to Jacob's well, near the city of Sichem.

—

Here a woman of the city coming to draw watel*, he
took occasion to speak to her of the living water, that

he should give to them that believed in him, which
should become in them a fountain of water, springing

up into everlasting life j and in conclusion, having
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told her the history of her whole life, he convinced

both her, and many of the inhabitants of that city, with

whom he .dmained two days, that he was indeed the

Saviour of the world.

When he came to Cana of Galilee, a certain ruler,

whose son was sick at Capharnaum, besought him, to

come down and heal his son, who was at the point of

death. Jesus said to him. Unless you see signs and
wonders, you believe not. The ruler said to him. Sir,

come down before my son die, Jesus said to him. Go
thy way, thy son liveih. The man having believed the

word which Jesus said to him, went his way ; and as

he was going down, his servants met him, and brought

word that his son was living. He asked of them the

hour wherein he grew better. And they said to him,

Yesterday, at the seventh hour, the fever left him.^—

•

And the father knew that it was the very hour that

Jesus said tcf him, Thy son liveth; and himself believ^

ed, and his whole house.

Jesus afterwards w^ent about all Galilee, teaching

in the synagogues, and preaching the gospel ofthe king-

dom of God, and healing all manner of sickness, and
diseases among the people. And now his fame spread

€0 rapidly throughout all Syria, that they brought all

that were afflicted with divers diseases and torments,

and such as were possessed by devils, as well as luna-

tics and paralytics, to be healed by him ; which oc-

casioned great mullitudeK from Galilee, from Decapolis,

from Jerusalem, from Judea, and from beyond the

Jordan, to follow him.

Amongst the forces of Galilee none were more fa-

voured with the miracles of Christ than Capharnaum,
and the neighbouring towns of Corozain and Beth-
ffaida. Here he bep^un to preach and cast out devils

with auihority, to the astonishment of every one.—
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Markf i. Going out of the synagogue into the house-

of Simon, he healed Simon's wife's jnother in an in-

stant, by commanding the fever to depart from here-

in the evening of the same day^ they brought all that

were diseased and possessed witn devils to hiiin, when
the whole city was collected together at the door. But

by the imposition of his hands he healed every one of
them. And devils departing from many, crying out^.

Thou art the Son of God, But he rebuking ttiem,.

suflered them not to speak ; for they knew that he was*

the Christ. Luke, iv.

Here also aniong«!t several other miracles he healed'

in an instant the paralytic that had been brought to

him by four men in a bed, only by these words, ^rise^

take up thy bed, and go into thy house : Luke, v. and
cured, although absent, the Centurion's servant of the

like disease, in reward of his master's faith : Go, said

he, and as thou hast believed, so be it done thee ; and
the Centurion's servant was healed at the same houfi

Matt. viii.

Yet these cities did not correspond with his favours,

nor turn away from their sins by a sincere conversion

and penance, and therefore he upbraids them. Matt'

xi, and assures them, that it shall be more tolerable

for the idolatrous cities ofTyre and Sidon in the day
ofjudgment than for them.

As for his native city of Nazareth, their incredulity

would not suffer him to work any miracle amongst its

inhabitants. Upon which, when he told them in their

synagogue, that no prophet was accepted in his own
country, (alledging the examples of the prophets Eliaa

and Eliseus,) filled with anger and indignation, they

rose up, and thrusting him out of the city, brought him
to the brow ofthe hill upon which their city was builtj

that they might cast him down headlong^ But he
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passing through the midst of them went his way.—
Luke, iv.

Chap. IX.

—

Other Miracles of Christ, John sends

his Disciples to him. JohrCs Martyrdom, Matt. viii.

ix. Liike, vii. viii.4T Capharnaum Jesus entered in a little ship

with his disciples, and gave orders that they

should cross over to the land of the Gerasenes, which
is opposite Galilee. Whilst they weie sailing, he laid

himself down to sleep in the hinder part of the ship

upon a pillow ; when behold a great storm arising, the

waves beat into the ship, and terrified them with the

apprehension of its sinking. Hereupon his disciples

came and awaked him, saying. Master, save us, we
shall perish, Jesus saith to them. Why do ye fear,

ye of little faith ? Then rising up, he commanded the

winds and the sea, and a great calm immediately en-

sued, at which all present wondered, saying. What
manner of man is this, whom the winds and the sea

obey %

When he landed on the other side of the water,

there met him two men who were possessed with

devils, coming out of the sepulchres so exceedingly

fierce, that none could venture to pass by that way,
who cried out, " what have w^e to do with thee, Jesus,

Son of God 1 Art thou come hither to torment us be-

fore the time ?" Whereupon Jesus asked their names,

which they said was Legion (for they were many)
and they besought him that he would not command
them to go into the deep, but suffer them to pass into

a herd of swine that were feeding on the mountains,

which he permitted. Whereupon the devils going

out of the men, went into the swine, and immediately

the whole herd, two thousand in number, ran violently

down from the mountains into the sea, and perished

iii the waters. Matt. viii. &c.

Uib^,
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When Jesus was returned, among the multitude that

waited for him, was Jariustbe ruler of the synagogue,

who cape and fell down at his feet, beseeching him
that he would come into his house, for he had an only

daughter almost twelve years old who was dying.

Now it happened as he went, being pressed by the

multitude, that a certain woman, afflicted by an issue

ofblood for twelve years, who, after having expended
all her substance on physicians, could not obtain any
relief, came behind him and touched the hem of his

garment, with a strong faith, and was immediately

cured. Whereupon Jesus said, " Who has touched

me ?" But Peter and those that were with him, said,

" Master, the multitudes throng and press upon thee,

and dost thou ask who touched thee f And Jesus

said, " Somebody hath touched me ; for I know that a
virtue is gone from me." The woman seeing that

eht; was discovered, came trembling and fell down be-

fore his feet, declaring before all the people the reason

why she had touched him, and how she was immedi-
ately healed. But he said to her, " Daughter, thy

faith hath made thee whole, go thy way in peace.''

While he was yet speaking, there came one who
said to the ruler of the synagogue, " Thy daughter is

dead, trouble him not." But Jesus having overheard

him, said to the father of the maid, " Fear not, believe

only and she shall be safe." And when he came to

the house, he suffered none to enter with him, but

Peter, James and John, and the father and mother of

tie maiden. When they all wept and mourned for

her, he said " Weep not ; the maiden is not dead, but

sleepeth ; but they laughed him to scorn, knowing that

she was actually dead. But when Jesus, taking her

by the hand cried out, " maid, arise," her spirit re-

turned, and she arose immediately ; then he bid them
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give her something to eat. Her parents were greatly

astonished ; but he charged them to tell no one what
was done. Luke viii.

Another miracle of the like nature he wrought

when going into Nairn ; he met at the gate, the corpse

of a young man carrying out to be buried, (the only

flon of his mother, who was a widow,) attended by a-

great number of the people of that city. When the*

Lord saw her, he was moved with compassion, and

»8aid, " Weep not ;" and when, on approaching near^,

he had touched the bier, they that carried it stood still ;:

ivhen behold, no sooner had he said—" Young man, I

say to thee, arise," than he that was dead sat up, and
began to speak ; and he delivered him to his mother.

And all present being seized with fear, they glorified

God, saying, '^ A great prophet is risen up amongst us

;

and God hath visited his people. Luke vii.

At this time, the disciples ofJohn the Baptist, (who
was cast into prison by order of Herod, the Tetrarch,

whom he had reprehended for his incestuous marriage

with his brother's wife,) came and told him all these

wonders. Whereupon he sent two of them to Jesus

to put this question to him, ^^ Art thou him that art to

•come, or look we for another ?" Now at the very

time when they came to Jesus, he was employed in

curing many of their diseases, casting out evil spirits,

and in restoring sight to the blind. Whereupon ans-

wering, he said, " Go and relate to John what you
have heard and seen ; the blind see—^the lame walk

—

the lepers are cleansed—^the deaf hear—the dead arise

again—^the gospel is preached to the poor—and bles-

sed is he who shall not be scandalized in me." And
when the messengers departed, he spoke to the people

concerning John, declaring him to be a prophet, yea,

and more than a prophet ; for that it was written of
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him, Behold, I send my angel before thy face, who
shall prepare thy way before thee, Malach. iii. And
laat amongst those that were born of women, there

had not arisen a greater. Luke vii.

Shortly afterwards, St. John was beheaded by the

order of Herod, at the request of the daughter of the

wicked Herodias, his brother's wife, who bore an im^

placable hatred to him for opposing her incestuous

marriage. And thus the Baptist fell a martyr to jus-

tree, truth and purity,

Ghap. X.— Christ chooses his Twelve Apostles, His
Sermcm on the Mount. Matt. v. Luke vi.

JESUS went out to a mountain where he spent

the whole night in the prayer of God, that is to

say, in the most fervent prayer. And when the day
returned, calling hij? disciples together, he chose twelve

of them, whom he named Apostles : Simon, whom
he surnamed Peter, and Andrew his brother, James
and John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and
Thomas, James the son of Alpheus, and Simon Ze-
lotes, and Judas the brother of James, and Judas Isca-

riot, who betrayed him. And coming down with

them, he stood in a plain, where the company of hi«j

disciples, and a great multitude from all Judea as well

as from Jerusalem, and the sea coast of Tyre and Sy-

don, came to hear him, and to be healed of their dis-

eases. And he cured such as were troubled with

unclean spirits. And all the multitude sought to

touch him ; for a virtue proceeded from him that heal-

ed all. Luke vi.

And here our Lord was pleased to preach that ex-

cellent sermon recorded by the Evangelist, Matt, v.,

vi. and vii., so full of admirable lessons of christian

moralitv. And first, in order to undeceive worldlings

11
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:ir

with regard to their false notions pf a happy life, and

to teach his followers the true way to secure to them-

selves everlasting happiness, he explains what are

commonly called the eigfd Beatitudes : giving us to

understand that neither honors, riches, pleasures, nor

any of these tilings of which the world is so fond, can

make us happy ; but that the way to be truly happy,

and to secure to our souls a happiness that shall never

end with the living God, is to be poor in spirit, by dis-

engaging our hearts from worldly riches ; to be humble

by being little in our own eyes ; to be meek by sup-

pressing and overcoming our passion ; to moiyn by a
spirit ofcompunction ; to hunger and thirst by an ar-

dent desire and earnes.t pursuit ai\er true christian jus-

tice and righteousness 5 to be merciful and charitable

to each other ; to be clean of heart by an uprightness

and purity in all our intentions and affections ; to keep

peace with all, and as far as in our power to bring all

others to peace ; and lastly, to suffer with a true chris-

tian spirit whatever evils are inflicted on us for justice

sake*

In the next place, he puts his disciples and all his

ministers in mind, that they are by their office, and
ought to be, by their preaching and lives, the salt of
the earth, to season all men with heavenly wisdom

;

and the light of the world; not to be hid under a
bushel, but to be set on a candlestick, to give light to

all that are in the house of God, in order that all may
be brought to glorify God. And that if this salt should

lose its savour, it will absolutely be good for nothing,

but to be cast out, and trodden under foot by all men.
He adds, that except our virtue and righteousness

exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees, (by being

more solid and internal,) we shall not enter into the

kingdom of heaven. That for this, it is not enough to
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refrain from the act oi murder ; but thai the pasBion

of anger in the heart, and much more when il breaks

out into words of indignation and reproach, endangers

the soul's being cast into hell : and that no offering we
can make to God can be acceptable to him, so long as

we refuse to be reconciled to our neighbour.

In like manner, as to adultery^ that it is not enough
to refrain from the commission of this sin ; for that

whosoever looketh on a woman so as to lust after her,

hath already committed adultery with her in his heart.

Then as to removing the occasions of the sins of this

kind, were, they as near or dear to us, even as an eye

o* a hand, our Lord here assures us, we must reso-

Uitely part with them, or lose our souls.

In the next place, instead of all manner of profane

swearing, he recommends simplicity of speech, Yea^:

yen ; J^o^ no ; since whatever is more than these pro-

ceedeth from evil.

He also forbids every species of hatred, malice, or

desires of revenge, and commands us to love our ene-

mies, to do good to them that hate us, and to pray for

such as persecute and calumniate us, that we may be

true children and followers of our heavenly Father

;

and adds: Forgive, and you shall beforgiven ; givey

and it shall be given to yau, good measure andpressed
down, and shaken tosrether, and running over^ shall

they give into your bosom, Luke, vi.

He proceeds then. Matt, vi, to warn us against

seeking the applause of men in our good works, lest

we should loose the reward of them with God. Hence
he recommends privacy in our alms, prayers, and fast-

ings, lest we phould lose our reward, by ostentation or

vain glory. Here also he hath taught us that most

-excellent of all prayers which we call the Lord^s

Prayer ; and admonished us to lay up for ourselves
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treasures, not on earth, but in heaven ; where neither

rust nor molh can consume, nor thieves break through

and steal : For where ihy treasure is^ saiih he, there

is thy heart also. As also to take care that the eye
of our intention be alway^s sing'e and pure, by looking

towards God, since th)?n our whole soul shall be in the

light, which otherivkie shall be all darkness.

No one, adds he, can serve two masters, who have
opposite claims : we cannot serve both God and Mam-
mon. He exhorts not to be solicitous even for the ne-

cessaries of life ; but to trust in God, since, if we on

our parts endeavour to serve him, he, who takes care

of the least of his creatures, will not forsake or neglect

his own children. Seek ye first, saith he, the king-

dom of God and his justice, and all these things shall

be added unto you. Be not therefore anxious for to-

morrow ; for the morrow will be solicitous for itself.

Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.

He proceeds. Matt, vii, to forbid all judging and

condemning our neighbours; and censures those who
are clear sighted, whh respect to the slight feelings of

others, but blind, with regard to ihe much greater faults

of their own; assuring us, that with what measure

we mete, it shall be measured to us again ; intimat-

ing, that whatsoever we should have men to do to us,

we must also do to them ; For this, saith he, is the

law and the prophets.

By way of encouragement to prayer, he adds,

" Ask, and it shall be given you : seek, and you shall

'find : knock, and it shall be opened to you. For if

you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your

children, how much more will your Father that is in

heaven give good things (even his good Spirit,) to them

that ask him?
, " Enter ye in at the narrow gate ; for wide is the
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^te, arid broad 18 the way thatleadeth to destruction^

and many there be who go in thereat^ how nar-

row is the gate, and strait is the way that leads to life

;

and few there be that find it

!

"Beware of false prophetsj that come to you in

sheep's cloathing ; but inwardly afe ravenous wolves i

by their fruits you shall know them. A good tree

t^annot bring foith evil fruit: neither can an evil tree

bring forth good fruit* Every tree that bringeth not

forth good fruit shall be cut down, and shall be cast

into the fire. Not every one that saith to me. Lord,

Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he

that doth the will of my Father who is in heaven, he

shall enter into the kingdom of heaven."

But they who have not done the will of God, nor

kept his commandments, how strong soever their

faith may have been, though they may even have
Wrought miracles, shall be sent away by the great

Judge, with / know you not: departfrom me ye toor-

^ers of iniquity^

Chap. XL

—

Christ cleanses the Lepers, and works
divers other Miracles. Matt, viii, x. Luke, vi, &c.

WHEN he came down from the mouptainj a

great'multitude followed him, and behold a
leper came and worshipped him, saying, Lord, ifihou

wilt, thou canst make me clean* Whereupon Jesus

stretching forth his hand, touched him, saying, / wjj//.

Be thdu made clean : and immediately his leprosy Wa^
cleansed. And Jesus said to him, See thou tell no
one 5 but go shew thyself to the priest, and offer the

gift which Moses by the law commanded should be

o^ered for the cleansing of lepers.

In like manner he sent ten lepei*s to the priests,

Luko, xvii, whom he was pleased to cleanse whilst
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they were on their journey. On which occ&Bion he

applauded the faith and devotion of the Samaritan
;

who on tinding himself cleansed, returned hack and
falling at his feet, glorifying God with a loud voice, re-

turning thanks ; whilst the other nine went their way,
and took no notice of the benefit.

As to his other miracles, recorded by the Evan-
gelifcts, we read. Matt ix, that two blind men follow-

ed him, crying out and saying, Have mercy onus,

Son of Dawd, When he entered the house and
the blind men had come to him, Jesus said to

them. Do y(m believe that I can do this unto you?
to which they replied, Yea, Lord, Then he touched

their eyes, saying. According to your faith be it

done unto you: and having ()i)ened their eyes,

he charged them not to tell the miracle he had

wrought to any one; but they going out, spread his

fame abroad through all the country. When the blind

whom he had cured were gone out, they brought him
a dumb man possessed with a devil. After he had
cast out the devil, the dumb man spoke, at which the

multitude exclaimed with astonishment, saying,

" Never was the like seen in Israel."

Amongst the miracles of Christ, many were wrought

on the sabbath day, to the great scandal of the preci-

ser sort of the Jews ; whose objections he nevertheless

clearly confuted, both from the law and their own
practice. Thus he healed on the sabbath the man
whose right hand was withered, by only bidding him
tstand up in the midst, and stretch forth his hand, Luke
vi. Thus he cured the deformed woman, who for

eighteen yeare had been bent down towards the earth,

without being able to look upwards, by only laying

his hands upon her, Luke xiii. .Thus he healed the

man afflicted with the dropsy, Luke xiv. And the

*>
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man at the pool of Betheaida, of his eight and thirty

years^ infirmity, by only bidding him take up his bed
and walk, John v. Thus, in fine, he gave sight to the

man that was born blind, by only spreading some clay

he had made with his spittle upon his eyes, and send-

ing him to wash in the pool of Siloe, John ix. All

these miracles he wrought on the sabbath day.

Chap. XII.

—

Christ sends out his Twelve Apostles,

with the power of working Mirachs, The Les-

sons he gives them. Matt. x.

JESUS went about through all the cities and towns
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gos-

pel, and heating all manner of sicknesis and diseases.

On seeing the multitude, he had compassion on them
;

because they were distressed, like sheep that have no

shepherd. Whereupon he saith to his disciples, " The
harvest indeed is great, but the labourers are few.

Pray ye therefore the Lord of tho harvest, that he

send forth more labourers into his harvest."

Then calling to him the twelve, he began to send

them out, two and two, saying, " Go ye not into the

way of the Gentiles, and into the cities of the Sama-
ritans enter not : but go ye rather to the lost sheep of

the house of Israel, and preach to them, that the

kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, raise

the dead to life, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils :

freely you have received, freely give. Take no gold

nor silver, nor money in your purses : nor scrip for

your journey, and no coats nor shoes, but only sandals,

for the workman is worthy of his meat. And when
you come into a house, salute it, saying, * Peace be

to this house,' And if that house be worthy, your

peace shall come upon it ; but if it be not worthy,

your peace shall return to you.
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** Behold, I send you as sheep in the mnlst of

wolves. Be ye therefore as wide as serpents, and
harmless as doves. But beware of men ; for they

will deliver you up in councils, and they will scourge

you in their synagogues, &c. And you shall be hated

by all men for my sake. But he that shall persevere

to the end shall be saved. The disciple is not above
his master, nor the servant above his lord. If they

called the good man of the house Belzebub, how
much more them of his household ? Therefore fear

them not ; for nothing is covered that shall not be re-

vealed, nor hid that shall not be known.
^' Fear not them that kill the body and are not able

to kill the soul ; but rather fear him that can destroy

both body and soul in hell. Are not two sparrows

sold for a farthing? and yet not one of them shall

fall on the ground without your father: the very hairs

of your head are all numbered. Fear not therc>%e:

better are you than many sparrows. Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, I will also con-
fess him before my Father who is in heaven. But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him also will I

deny before my Father who is in heaven.

"He that loveth father or mother more than me,
is not worthy of me ; and he that loveth son or daugh-
ter more than me, is not worthy of me ; and he that

taketh not up his cross, and followeth not me, is not

worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it j

and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.-

He that receiveth you, receiveth me ; and he that re--

ceiveth me, receiveth him that sent me. And who-
soever shall give to drink to one of these little ones, a
cup of cold water, only in the nanfic of a disciple.

Amen, I say to you$ he shall not lose his reward."

The apostles having thus received their commis-^
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sion and instructions, went through the towns preach-

ing, " That men should do penance," Mark vi. And
they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil ma-
ny that were sick, and healed them. Then coming

together to Jesus, when they related to him what they

had done and taught, he said to them, " Come ye
apart into a desert place, and rest a little ;" for there

were so many coming and going, that they had not so

much as time to eat. And going into a ship, they

went to the desert place apart -. but the crowd who
saw them going, ran flocking thither on foot from all

the cities, and got there before them.

Chap. XIII.— Christ feeds five thousand with five

Loaves and two Fishes, He walks upon the Sea»

Matt. xiv. Mark, vi. Luke, ix John, vi.

WHEN Jgsus, coming out of the ship, saw the

great multitude, he had compassion on them;
and healing their sick, he spoke to them of the king-

dom of God. The day being now far spent, his disci-

ples came to him, saying, " This is a desert place, and
the hour is now late, send them therefoie away into

the next villages and towns, that they may buy food

for themselves." But he answering, said, " Give you
them to eat." " We have," replied they, " but five

loaves and two fishes ; therefore, unless we go and
buy food for so great a multitude, even two hundred

pennyworth of bread would not be sufficient, that every

one of them might take a little " Then Jesus com-
manded that they should all sit down by companies
on th3 green grass. And they sat down in ranks by
hundreds, and by fifties. And when he had taken

the five loaves and two fishes, looking up to heaven,

he blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to

his disciples to set before them ; and having divided

the two fishes among them, when they all eat and
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had their fill, they collected twelve !)a8kelH full of the

fragments that remained ; although the number of

thotjo that had eaten was five thousand men, besides

women and children.

Jesus then bid his disciples to get into the ship, and
go before him over the water, whilst he dismissed the

multitude. But they having witnessed what a mira-

cle he had wrought, said, " This is of a truth the pro-

phet that is to come into the world." When Jesus

therefore perceived that they were about to take him
by force and make him king, he fled into the moun-
tain alone and prayed there.

Now about the fourth watch of the night, the rthip

in the midst of the sea was tossed by the waves (for

the wind was contrary.) When Jesus saw them la-

bour hard in rowing, he came to them walking upon
the water ; and when they Paw him, being terrified,

they said, " It is an apparition," and cried for fear.

Whereupon Jesus immediately t?aid to them, '• Take
courage, be not afraid, it is I." Then Peter said,

** Lord, if it be thou, bid me come to thee upon the

water :" and he said *' come." Peter accordingly go-

ing down out of the ship, walked upon the water to

come to Jesus. Hut finding the wind strong, he be-

came afraid : and when he began to sink, he cried out

Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretching

forth his hand, took hold of him and said, *' thou of
little faith, why didst thou doubt ]" And when they

had got again on board the ship, the wind ceased, antf

they presently landed safe at the place to which they

were going.

Then they that were in the ship came and worship-

ped him, saying, '• Thou art truly the Son of God."

And when they were gone out of the ship, they who
knew him ran immediately throughout that whole
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country, and began to carry about in bedu those that

were sick, wherever they heard he was; and into

what towns, villages or cities he entered, they laid

the sick Jn the streets, and besought him that they

might touch but the heia of his garment ; and as ma-
ny as touched him were made whole.

»

Chap, XIV.

—

Chnst cures the Daughter of the Wo-
man of Canaan, and many others, and feeds Four
Thousand mith seven Loaves, Matt. xv. Mark, vii,

WHEN Jesus went into the coast of Tyre and
Sidon, behold a woman of Canaan came af-

ter him, crying out " Have mercy on me, Lord,

thou Son of David : my daughter ^ grievously trou-

bled by a devil ; but ho answered not a word. Where-
upon his disciples came and besought him, saying.

Send her away, for she crieth after us. / was only

sent, answered he, to the sheep that v)ere lost of the

house of IsraeL She nevertheless came up and wor-

shipped him, saying Lord helj me. But he answer-

ing said. It is not good to cast the bread of the children

to the dogs. Yea, Lord, replied she, hut the whelps

also eat of the crumbs that fall from the table of their

masters. Whereupon Jesus said to her, woman,
great is thyfaith, be it done to thee as thou unit : and
iier daughter was cured from that hour. * r

When he departed from those coasts, and came to

tiie sea of Galilee, they brought him one that was
deaf and dumb, and besought him to lay his hand
upon him. Jesus taking him aside from the multitude,

put his fingers into his ears ; and having touched his

tongue with his spittle and looked up to heaven, he

groaned, and said, Epheta, that is be thou opened,

.'And immediately his ears were opened and the string

t^h\^ tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly.
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" Then Jesus having ascended a mountain and sat

down, there came a vast concourse of people, having

vsrith them the dumb, the blind, the lame, the maimed
&c., and many others whom they cast down at his

feet, and he healed them ; so that the multitudes

wondered exceedingly, beholding the dumb to spaak^

the lame to walk, the blind to see : and they glorified

the God of Israel.

"Jesus then calling together his disciples, said to

them ' I have compassion on the multitude, because

they have continued with me three days, and have

now nothing to eat ;—I will not send them away fast-

ing, lest they faint in the way.' But his disciples

said to him, ' Whence should we procure so wteny

loaves in the desert as to satisfy so great a multitude ?'

* How many loaves have you ?' said Jesus. ' Seven,'

answered they, ' and a few little fishes.' Then hav-

ing commanded the multitude to sit down on the

ground, he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and
giv'og thanks, he broke them and gave them to his

diiboiples, and the disciples to the people ; and when
they had all eat and were filled, they took up seven

baskets full of what remained of the fragments. Now
the number of them that did eat were four thousand,

besides women and children." s% y- ' i/v"

Chap. XV.

—

Christ cures the blind man of Beihsai-

da, Peter'^s Confession : He is rebuked for op-

s posing Chrisfs Passion. The necessity of Self-

Denial. Matt. xvi. Mark, viii. ;
^";^ .;

WHEN Jesus came to Bethsaida, they brought a

blind man to him, and besought him to touch

him. Whereupon taking the blind man by the hand,

and leading him out of the town, he spit upon his eyes,

and laying his hands on them, asked him if he saw

\
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any thing? The man, looking up, said, ^' I eee men
like trees, walking." Jesus afterwards laid his hands
again upon his eyes, and he began to see, and was
restored perfectly to his sight, and he bid him tell no-

body.
*< After this, when Jesus went with his disciples to

the towns of Cesarea Philippi, he asked them on the

way, * Whom do men say the son of man is V to

which they replied, ' Some say thou art John the Bap-
tist, others Elias, and others Jeremias or one of the

prophets.' ' But,' saith Jesus, ' Whom do you say

that I am?' Simon Peter answered, *Thou art

Christ, the Son of the living God.' Jesus answering
him, said, ^ Blessed ait thou, Simon Barjona ; because
flesh and- blood hath not revealed this to thee, but my
Father who is in heaven. And I say to thee, thou
art Peter, ( Cephas, a rock,) and upon this rock I will

build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail

against it. And to thee will I give the keys of the

kingdom of heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt bind
upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven ; and
whatsoever thou shalt loose upon earth, it shall be
loosed also in heaven.'

"

Then Jesus began to tell his disciples openly that

he must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from

the ancients, and the scribes, and the chief priests,

and be put to death, and that on the third day he
should rise again. Whereupon Peter began to rebuke

him, saying, " Lord, be it far from thee ;
—^this shall

not be unto thee." But Jesus turning about and see-

ing his disciples, said to Peter, " Get thee behind me,
Satan, (which name signifies adversary, and is here

given to Peter for opposing the passion of Christ,) be-

cause thou savourest not the things that are of God,
but the things that are of men."

12



Dip i'i

'iii

IH THE TRANSFIGURATION.

. ^ Then Jesus said to his disciples, * If any man will

come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his

cross and follow me. For whosoever will save his

life, shall lose it ; and he that shall lose his life for my
sake shall find it. For what doth it profit a man, if

he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? Or
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul 1 For
the Son of Man shall come in the glory of his Father,

with his angels ; and then will he render to every man
according to his works.'

"

. . ,u

Chap. XVI.

—

Christ is transfigured; he cures the

lunatic child ; pays the Didrachma ; inculcates the

JSTecessity of Humility ; and pronounces his Woes
against Scandal, Matt, xvii., xviii. Mark, ix«

Luke, ix.

THEN Jesus took with him Peter and James and
John, and went up into a high mountain to

pray. And whilst he was praying, he was transfi-

gured hefore them. ^^ And his face did shine as the

sun ; and his garments became glittering and exceed*

ing white as snow, so as no fuller on earth can make
white. And behold there appeared to them Moses
and Elias in glory, talking with him ; and they spoke

of his decease that he should accomplish in Jerusalem..

Then Peter said to Jesus, ' Lord, it is good for us to

be here. If thou wilt, let us make here three taber-

nacles ; one for thee, one for Moses, and one for Elias.^

And as he was yet speaking, behold a black cloud

overshadowed them ; and lo, a voice out of the cloud,

saying, * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleased—hear ye him.' And the disciples hearing,

fell upon their face, and were very much afraid. And
Jesus came and touched them, and said to them,
^A rise and be not afraid. And when they had lifted
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tip their eyes, they saw no man, but only Jesus. And
ns they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged

them, saying, ' Tell the vision to no man till the Son
of Man be risen from the dead.'

'< And when he was come to the multitude, there

<;ame to him a man who, falling down on his knees

before him, said, ' Master, have pity on my son, for

he is a lunatic and sufiereth much ; for he falleth often

into the fire, and often into the water : and I brought

him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him.

And Jesus asked, ^ How long time is it since this hath

happened to him V And he said ^ From his infancy

;

But if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on
us, and help us. And Jesus saith to him, * If thou

canst believe, all things are possible to him that be-

lieveth. And immediately the father of the boy cry-

ing out with tears, said, ^ I do believe ; Lord, help

thou my unbelief. Now when they brought the child

to Jesus, immediately the spirit troubled him ; and be-

ing thrown down upon the ground, he rolled about

foaming. Then Jesus seeing the multitude running

together, rebuked the unclean spirit, saying, <Thou
deaf ana dumb spirit, I command thee go out of him,

and enter no more into him.' Then crying out, and
greatly tearing him, he went out of him ; and he be-

came as one dead, inasmuch as many said

—

^ He is

dead.' But Jesus taking him by the hand, lifted him
up and he arobe, and the child was cured from that

hour. Then the disciples asked Jesus privately,

* Why could we not cast him out V Jesus said, * be-

cause of your unbelief ;' adding at the same time, that

this kind is not cast out but by prayer and fasting.

«' And when they were come to Caphamaum, they

that received the didrachmas, (a tax of half a shekel

or stater, for the service of the temple,) came to Peter
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and saith to him, ^ Doth not your master pay the Di-

drachma V he said ' Yes.' And when he was come
into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, < What is

ihy opinion, Simon? Of whom do the kings of the

earth take tribute or custom 1 Of their own children

or of strangers V And he said, < Of strangers.' Jesus

said to him, * Then the children are free. But that

we may not scandalize them, go thou to the sea and
<cast in a hook, and that fish which shall iirstcome up,

take; and when thou hast opened its mouth, thou

^halt find a stater : take that, and give it to them for

meandthee.' ^' '
.

*' At that hour the disciples came to Jesus, saying,

* Who thinkest thou is the greatest in the kingdom of

heaven?' And Jesus calling to him a little child, set

him in the midst of them, and said, ' Amen, I say to

you, unless you be converted and become as little chil-

dren, you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little

-child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And
he that shall receive one such little child in my name, re-

ceiveth me ; but he that shall give scandal to one ofthese

little ones, that believe in me, it were better for him
that a mill-stcne were hanged about his neck, and that

he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to

the world because of scandals. For it must needs be,

(considering the wickedness and corruption of men,)

that scandals come : but nevertheless, woe to that man
by whom the scandal cometh.'

" And if thy hand, or thy foot, or thy eye scanda-

lize thee, that is, if any one as near or dear to thee as

a hand, or a foot, or an eye, cause thee to offend God,

thou must at all events part with the occasion of thy

sin, or expect to be cast intj hell, where the \vorm

never dieth, and the fire is never quenched." Mark^ Ix.
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<< Take heed that ye de.^pise not one of these little'

ones ; for I say to you, that their angels in heaven al-

ways see the face of my Father who is in heaven.

For the Son of man is come to save that which was
lost. And it is not the will of your Father who is in

heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.

" If then thy brother shall offend against thee, (or

give the scandal by his bad example,) go ^nd reprove

him by fraternal correction, between thee and him
alone. If he shall hear thee, thou bhait gain thy

brother. But if he will not hear thee, take with thee

one or two more. And if he will not hear them, telt

the Church. And if he will not hear the Church, let

him be to thee as the heathen and the publican.

Amen, I say to you. Whatsoever you shall bind upon
earth, shall be bound also in heaven ; and whatsoever'

you shall loose tipon earth, shall be loosed also in<

heaven." -

Chap. XVII.

—

Christ sends forth his seventy-two'

Disciples: he invites all to himself; and recom-

mends universal Charity, by the Example of the

gotid Samarit(tn. Luke, x.

A.^TER these things the Lord appointed other se^v-

^ enty-two ; and sent them two and two before hiy

*ace, into every city and place, whether he himself

was to come. He gave them also the like instructions,

as he before had given to the twelve, with the like

power of healing, and casting out devils. Adding^

woe to those cities that would not receive them. And
telling them. He tJiat heareth you, heareth me ; and-

he that desp^seth you, despiseth me ; and he that des-

piseth me, despiseth him that sent me.
" And the seve6ty-two returned With joy, saying,:.

Lordy the devils are also subject to us in thy nam^.-
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And he said to them, I saw Satan, as lightning fal.ifig

from heaven. Behold I have given you power to

tread upon serpents and scorpions, and upon all the

power of tne enemy ; and nothing shall hurt you. But

yet rejoice not in this, that spirits are subject to you

;

but rejoice in this, that your names are written in

heaven.
** In that same hour He rejoiced in the Holy Ghost,

and said I give thanks to thee,0 Father, Lord of hea-

ven and earth, that thou has<t hid these things from the

wise and knowing, and hath revealed them to little

ones. Yea, Father, for so it hath t-eeraed good in thy

sight. All things are delivered to me by my Father.

And no one knoweth the Son but the Father ; nor

doth any one know the Father but the Son ; and he to

whom the Son will reveal him. Come to me all you
that labour (Matt, xi,) and are heavy laden, and I

will refresh you. Take up, my yoke unto you, and

learn of me, because I am meek and humble of heart;

and you shall find rest to your souls. For my yoke

is sweet, and my burden is light.

" Then turning to his disciples, he said, Luke x,

Blessed are the eyes which see the things that you see.

For I say to you that many prophets and kings have

desired to see the things that you see, and have not

seen them : and to hear the things that you hear, and

have not heard them.
" And behold a certain lawyer stood up, tempting

him, and saying. Master, what shall I do to possess

eternal life 1 But he said to him, What is written in

the law? How readest thou? He answering said,

Thou shalt love {he Lord thy God with thy whole
heart, and with thy whole soul, and with all thy

strength, and with all thy mind : and thy neighbour as

thyself. And he said to him, Thou hast answered
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right: this do and thou shalt live. But he, willing to

justify himself*, said to Jesus, And who is my neigh-

bour? And Jesus answering, ^'aid, A certain man
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among
robbers, who stripped him and wounded him, and went
away, leaving him half dead. Now it chanced that

a certain priest went down the same way ; and see-

ing him, he passed by. In like manner also a Levite,

when he was near the plj^ce and saw him, passed by.

But a certain Samaritan, being on his journey, came
near him, and seeing him, was moved to compassion

;

and going up to him, bound up his wounds, pouring in

oil and wine ; and setting him upon his own beast,

brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And
the next day he took out two pieces of money, and
gave them to the innkeeper, and said, Take thou care

of him: and whatsoever thou shall spend over and
above, I at my return will repay thee. Which of these

three, in thy opinion, was neighbour to him that fell

among robbers ? But he said. He that shewed merey
to him. And Jesus said to him, Go, and do thou in

like manner." In which parable, under the Kigure of

the good Samaritan, he has given himself as an exam-
ple to us of that charity which he would have us to

exercise to all, without distinction of nation or opinion.

Chap. XVIII.

—

Other Lessons of Christ to his Dis
ciples, Luke, xii, &c.

1.
« "MBEWARE ye of the leaven of the Pharisees,

JUp which is hypocrisy.

2. " Take heed and beware of all covetousn^^ss : for

a man's life doth not consist in the abundance of the

things which he possesseth. The land of a rich man
brought forth plenty of fruit. And he thought within

himself, What shall I do, because I have no room
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tirhere to bestow my fruits T And he said) This ttfilf

I d0 ; I will pull down my barns, and vi^ill build great-

er : and into them will I gather alt things that are grown
to me^ and my goodn. And 1 will say to my soul,

Soul, thou' hast much goods laid up for many years^

take thy rest, eat, drink, and make good cheer. But
God sd>d to him, Thou fool, this night do they requirer

thy soul of thee;; and whose shall those things be

which thou hast provided ? So is he that layeth up*

treasure for himself, and is not rich towards God*
3. " Fear not little flock : fbr it balh pleased your

Father to give you a kingdom. Sell what you pos*

sess, and give almsr Make to yourself bags which
grow not old, a treasure in heaven which faileth not t

where no thief approacheth, nor moth corrupteth j

—

'

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be*

alsa

4. "Let your loins be girt, (by a restraint of your*

passions and lusts) and lamps bumVng in your hands,

(by the bright example of your virtfai^s,) and' be you
like to mci^ irho wail for their lord when he' shall re--

turn fron^ the wedding,; that when he cometh and

knckikei^, th^ may imitiediately open to him. Bles-

sed kre ihbse servants whom thelord when lie cometh'

shall find watehirig.. Amen I say to you, that he will'

gird himself and matke them sit down to meat, and'

passing will minister to them. And jf he shall come ^

in thd- second vvate)](, or if he shall come in iiih third

watcl^.and find them so>^ blessed are. those servants.

But tSis knbvv ye, that if the householder did know at

wh^t hour the thief would come, he would; purely

wikt^H^ahd w6ul4 not sufi^r his hous^e to be broke

epeiiv fib^i^u^eii al^b ready; for at whatjiour you T

Aiytbetrtl^^on'pf M^n witl comeJ Aijd'i^hftfl'

u^^m^^rvf^^r' ';' ;

\.
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5. Christ also inculcates the absolute necessity of

the virtue of penance, that is, of a * :arty repentance

of our sins, and a thorough conversion ofthe soul from

sin to God. « Think you," saith he, Luke, xiii , << that

those Galileans, whose blood Pilate mingled with their

sacrifices, were sinners above all the men of Galilee,

because they suffered such things t I say to you, no;
but except you be penitent, you shnll all likewise per-

ish. Or those eighteen upon whom the tower fell in

Siloe, and slew them : think you that they also were
debtors above all the men that dwelt in Jerusalem ? I

tell you no ; but except you do penance, you shall all

likewise perish." '

6. He also perpetually inculcates the necessity and
efHcaey of prayer, and a pious importunity and perse-

verance in prayer, with a strong faith and confidence,

in God. Luke, xviii. He spoke also a parable to

them, that we ought always to pray, and not faint,

saying, " There was a judge in a certain city who
feared not God, nor regarded man. And there was a
certain widow in that city, and she came to him say-

ing, * Avenge me (that is, do me justice) of my adver-

sary.' And he would not for a long time ; but af^r-

wards he said within himself, < Although I fear not

God, nor regard man, yet because this widow is trou-

blesome to me, I will avenge her, lest continually

coming she weary me out.' And the Lord said,

* Hear what the unjust judge saith.' And will not

God avenge his elect that cry to him day and night f

I say to you he will quickly avenge them. But when
the Son ofMan cometh, shall he find, think you, /otYA

upon earth t" Where he gives us to understand that

it is the weakness' of ourfaith that is the cause of our

being so luke-warm in our prayers ; as this luke-warm-

ness is the cause why our prayers are not heard, and

consequently the source of all our miseries.
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7. He teaches us also by the parable of the Phari-

see and the Publican, Luke, xviii., that our prayer

shall then be effectual, when it is presented before the

throne of God by a contrite and humble heart. As it

was in the case of the publican, who, standing afar off

from the altar of God, not daring so much as to lift up
his eyes to heaven, and striking his breast, with this

short but fervent prayer, God, be merciful to me a
nnnefy was justified upon the spot ; whilst the Phari-

see, full of conceit of himself, and despising all others,

carried nothing home from the temple but his own con-

demnation.

8. Another necessary condition of our prayer to be

heard, is, that we are in charity with all the world.
** When ye shall stand to pray, Mark, si., forgive if

you have ought against any man, that your Father

who is in heaven may forgive you also your sins. But

if you will not forgive, neither will your Father who is

in heaven forgive you your sins." As an instance of

which, in the parable of the king who would take an

account of his servants, Matt, xviii, we find that this

great master delivered up to eternal torments the ser-

vant that owed him ten thousand talents, because he
would not forgive his fellow servant a debt of one

hundred pence. ^ So also," saith our Lord, ^* shall my
heavenly Father Ao to you, if you forgive not every

one his brother," not in profession of words only,

but from your hearts.

9. ^^ Christ also frequently inculcates the danger to

which men are exposed by riches, more especially

when they set their hearts upon them ; or by occasion

of them, lead a sensual, voluptuous and idle life : of

which he gives an instance, Luke, xvi. ^< There was,

saith he, a certain rich man, who was clothed in pur-

ple and fine linen ; and feasted sumptuously every day.
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And there was a certain beggar, named Lazarus, who
lay at his gate full of sores, desiring to be filled with the

crumbs that fell from the rich man's table ; and no one

did give him : moreover, the dogs came and licked

his sores. Now it came to pass, that the beggar died,

and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom.

And the rich man also died, and he was buried in

hell* And lifting up his eyes when he was in tor-

ments, he saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his

bosom. And he cried and said. Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may
dip4he tip of his finger in water to cool my tongue, for

I am tormented in this flame. And Abraham said to

him. Son, remember that thou didst receive good things

in thy life time, and, likewise Lazarus evil things : but

now he is comforte;!, and thou art tormented. And
besides all this« between us and you there is fixed a
great chaos : so that they who would pass from hence

to you cannot, nor from thence come hither. And
he said, Then, father, I beseech thee, that thou wouldst

send him to my father's house : for I have five brethren,

that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this

place of torments. And Abraham said to him. They
have Moses and the prophets ; let them hear them.

—

But he said, No, father Abraham, but if one went to

them from the dead, they will do penance. And he
said to him, If they; will not hear Moses and the

prophets, neither will they believe if one rise again

from the I'ead."

10. Many other great lessons of life Christ has de-

livered in parables. Particularly the necessity of our

corresponding with the calls and graces of God ; in the

parable of the marriage feast, Matt, xvii, and of our

bringing with us the wedding garment ofdivine charity.

The esteem and afifectlon we ought to have for tho
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reign of his grace and divine love in our eouts, 8o nn

to be ready to part with all things else (o- the purchas-

inp; of thfa treasure, Matt. xiii. The dispositions with

which we ought to hear the word of God, and to bring

forth fruit by it, in the parable of the sower, Matt. xiii»

The necessity of our labouring till the end of our life in

cultivating the vineyard of our souls, ifwe would se-

cure the wages of a happy eternity. Matt. xx. The
making to ourselves friends of the mammon of iniquity,

by works of mercy and liberal alms, that when we
shall fail, they may receive us into the happy man-
sions of eternal life; in the parable of the unjust

steward, Luke, xvi. In like manner the necessity of

our watching to keep the lamps of our faith burning,

with the oil of charity and good works, if we would
not be eternally excluded, with the foolish virgins,

from the nuptials of the Lamb, Matt. xxv. [n fine^

the good use we are bound to make of all the talents

we are intrusted with, and the dreadful consequences

of our burying them in the earth ; in the parables ofthe

talentS; Matt, xx, &c., and of tbe pounds, Luke, xix»

Chap. XIX.

—

T/te merciful Dealings of Christ with

Sinners, The Parable of the lost Sheep, and of
the Prodigal, Luke, vii, xv.

THE prophets in giving the character of Christ,

take particular notice of his wonderful meek-
ness and loving kindness to poor sinners. The same
evidently appears by many instances throughout the

gospel, both in his doctrine and his practice ; and this

same spirit he recommended to his disciples, Luke, ix,

when James and John proposed the calling down fire

from heaven to consume the Samaritans, who had re-

fused to receive him. And he ^Murning rebuked them»

saying, You know not of what spirit you are. The
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Son of Man came not to destroy, but to save souli."

And 80 remarkable was this merciful disposition of

our Lord towards poor sinners, that one of the greatest

objections that his enemies made to*his cpnduct, was
that he was a friend ofpublicans andsinnf ?.

To make a trial how iar he would carry this his fa-

vour to notorious siimers, that they might have an oc-

casion of accusing him, they brought to him one day,

when he was teaching in the temple, a woman taken

in adultery, and said to him, John, viii, << Master, this

woman was even now taken in adultery : now Moses
in the law commanded us to stone such a one. But
what sayest thou V Jesus made no answer ; but stoop-

ed down, and wrote with his finger on the ground.

—

And when they continued asking him, he liAed up
himself, and said to them. He that is without sin a-

mong you, let him first cast a stone at her. And again

he stooped down and wrote on the ground. But they

hearing this, went out one by one, beginning at the

eldest, and Jesus alone remained, and the woman
standing in the midst. Then Jesus lifting up himself,

said to her. Woman, where are they that accused thee ?

Hath no man condemned thee 1 And she said. No
man, Lord. And Jesus said. Neither will I condemn
thee. Go, and now sin no more.

But Christ did not only favourably receive and ab-

solve poor sinners whom he had attracted to himself

in his mercy ; he also advanced them, by his grace,

to a high degree of sanctity ; of which we have an il-

lustrious instance, Luke, vii, in that happy penitent,

who, hearing that our Lord was at meat in the house

of a Pharisee, brought an alabaster box of ointment,

and standing oehind at his feet, began to wash them
with her tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her

head, and she kissed his feet, and anointed them with

13
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the ointment. On which occasion the Lord was pleas-

ed to declare, that many sins were forgiven her, be-

cause she had loved much ; and sending her away,

absolved her frotti all her sins. Now this penitent

sinner is believed to have been Mary Magdalen, out

ofwhom he had cast seven devils ; and who fiom this

time, with other holy women, attended upon our Lord

in his preaching, ministering to him of her substance,

and keeping close to him both in life and death, with

an incomparable love.

In justification of his merciful dealings with sinners,

the Lord proposed, Luke, xv, to the Scribes and Phar-

isees who murmured at him, the following parnble

:

" What man is there of you, who hath a hundred sheep,

that if he loose one of them, doth not he leave the

ninety-nine in the desert, and go after that which was
lost until he find it? And when he hath found it,

doth he not lay it upon his shoulders rejoicing : and
coming home, call together his friends and neighbours,

saying to them, Rejoice with me, because 1 have

found my sheep that was lost 1 I say to you, that even

so there shall be joy in heaven, before the angels of

God, upon one sinner doing penance, more than upon,

ninety-nine just, who need not penance. He said

also, " A certain man had two sons : and the younger

of them said to his father. Give me the portion of sub-

stance that falleth to me. And he divided unto them
his substance. And not many days after, the younger

son gathering all together, went abroad into a far coun-

try ; and thSre wasted his substance with living rio-

tously. And after he spent all, there came a mighty

famine in that country, and he began to be in want.

And he went and joined himself to one of the citizens

of that country. And he sent him into his farm to feed

his swine. And he would feign have filled his belly
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with the husks which the swine did cat ; and no man
gave unto him. And returning to himself, he said,

How many hired servants in my father's house have
plenty of bread, and I here perish with hunger 1 I will

arise, and I will go to my father, and say tc him,

Father I have sinned against heaven, and before thee

:

I am not now worthy to be called thy son : make me
as one ofthy hired servant:?. And rising up, he went
to his father. And when he was yet a great way off,

his father saw him, and was moved with compassion,

and running to him, fell upon his neck, and kit^sedhim.

And the son said to him. Father, I have sinned against

heaven, and before thee : I am not now worthy to be
called thy son ; make me as one of thy hired servants.

But the fathei said to his servants. Bring forth quickly

the first robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his

hands, and shoes on his feet ; and bring hither the fat-

ted calf, and kill it ; and let us eat, and make merry.

—

Because this my son was dead, and is come to life : he

was lost, and is found. And they began to make
merry. Now his elder son was in the field: and when
he came, and drew nigh to the house, he heard music

and dancing : and he called one of the servants, and

asked, What these things meant 1 And he said to him,

Thy brother is come, and thy father hath killed the

fatted calf, because he hath received him safe. And
he was angry, and would not go in. His father there-

fore going out, began to entreat him. And he answer-

ing, said to his father. Behold for so many years do I

serve thee, and I have never transgressed thy com-
mandment ; and yet thou hast never given me a kid to

make merry with ray friends ; but as soon as this thy

son is come, who hath devoured his substance with

harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. But
he said to him, Son thou art always with me, and all
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I have is thine. But it was fit that we should make
merry, and be glad ; for this thy brother was dead, and

is come to life again ; he was lost, and is found. i

Chap. XX.

—

Christ is persecuted by the Jews: they

seek his Death, ""^^

OUB Lord came to his own, that is, among his

chosen people ; and his own received him not
He came to impart to them everlasting life ; and they

chose to persecute him unto death. And first his coun-

trymen the Nazarenes, as we have seen above, sought

to cast him headlong down a precipice ; but he pass-

ing through the midst of them went his way. Luke, iv.

Then the Pharisees, his perpetual enemies, upon oc-

casion of working miracles on the sabbath-day, Mark,
iii. ^^made a consultation with the Herodians against

him, how they might destroy him. But he quietly

retired with his disciples to the sea. After this some
of them came to him, Luke, xiii, saying. Depart, and

get thee hence ; for Herod hath a mind to kill thee.

—

But he only said to them, Go, and tell that Fox, Be-
hold I cast out devils, and do cures to-day and to-mor-

row, and the third day I am consummated. Neverthe-

less, I must walk to-day, and to-morrow, and the day
following ; because it cannot be that a prophet perish

outof Jeruisalem. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killest

the prohets and stonest them that are sent to thee, how
often would I have gathered thy children, as the hen
doth her chickens under her wings, and thou wouldst

not 1 Behold your house shall be left to you desolate.

And I say to you that you shall not see me, till the

time come when you shall say, " Blessed is he that

Cometh in the name ofthe Lord."

But the most violent persecutions which our Lord

had to endure, were from the Jews of Jerusalem*—

.
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First, upon occasion of his curing on the Sabbath-day,

the infirm man at the pool of Bethesda ; and bidding

him take up his bed and walk, John, v. of which they

pretended to make a capital crime. But when, in

defence of what he had done, he told them, " My
Father worketh until now, and I work ;" they sought

the more to kill, because he did not only break the

Sabbath, but also said God was his Father, making

himself equal to God.

This persecution was the cause of his retiring out

of Jerusalem, and walking only in Galilee, John, vii,

till, upon occasion of the feast of the Tabernacles, he

went up privately ; and when the solemnity wis half

over, he be^ n again to leach in the temple ; inviting

all to come - lin, to drink of the water of life. Upon
this the ma^loii'ates sent officers to apprehend him.

—

But as his time was not yet come, they had no power
to meddle with him ; and returning to their masters,

declaring that never did man speak like this man.
The following day Jesus taught again in the temple,

John, viii, saying, " I am the light of the world. He
that followeth me, walketh not in darkness, but shall

have the light of life." Here the Pharisees contradic-

ted him 5 and ceased not to oppose his doctrine, till

upon his saying to them, " Abraham your father re-

joiced that he might see my day : he saw it, and was
glad. And before Abraham was made, I am.—They
took up stones to cast at him. But Jesus hid himself,

(he made himself invisible to them,) and went out of

the temple.

His giving sight to the man born blind, John, ix^^fi

the Sabbath-day, was a new occasion t)f^fience. But
their rage against him was more increased, when, after

telling them, John, x, that he was the door of the

flheepfold, and the good Shepherd, who laid down hit

13«
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life for his sheep, he added, ^< My sheep hear mf
voice ; and I know them, and they follow me. And
I give them eternal life ; and they shall not perish for

ever, and no one shall snatch them out ofmy hand.

That which my father hath given me, is greater than

all : and no one can snatch them out of the hand of

my Father, I and my Father are one. They took up
stones to stone him. And Jesus said to them, Many
good works I have shewed you from my Father ; for

which of these works do you stone me 1 The Jews
answered. For no good work do we stone thee, but for

blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man
maketh thyself God. Jesus answered, Is it not written,

/ said you are God? If he called them Go^ to

whom the word of God was spoken, (and the scripture

cannot be broken,) do ycu say ofhim whom the Father

hath sanctified and sent into the world, Thou blas-

phemest ; because I said, I am the Son of God ? If I

do not the works of my Father, believe me not. But
if I do, though you will not believe me, believe the

works; that you may know and believe, that the

Father is in me, and I in the Father. They sought

therefore to take him ; but he escaped out of their

hands, and went away beyond the Jordan, and abodes

there."

Chap. XXI.

—

Christ raiseth Lazarus to life, John.

XI.

«WE read, Luke, x, that Jesus entered into a

certain town, and that a woman whose name
was Martha received him into her house. And she

had a sister whose name was Mary ; who also sat at

the feet of the Lord, and heard his words. But Martha

was busy about much serving, and she stood and said,

Lord, hast thru ^lo care that my sister hath left me
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alone to serve 1 Speak to her, that she may help me.

And the Lord answering said to her, Martha, Martha,

thou art careful, and noi troubled about many things.

But one thing is necessary. Mary hath chosen the

best part, which shall not be taken away from her.

Now this town, where these holy sisters lived, with

their brother Lazarous, and had the happiness some-

times to entertain our Lord, was Bethania, near Jeru-

salem. And whilst he was absent, at the distance of

two days journey, beyond Jordan, Lazarus, was taken

with a grievous sickness. The sisters then sent to

Jesus, saying, " Lord, behold he whom thou lovest is

sick. Jesus said, this sickness is not unto death, but

for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glo-

rified by it. After this he staid in the same place two
days. And then he said to his disciples. Our friend

Lazarus is asleep ; but I go, that 1 may wake him.
" Now when he arrived at Bethania, he found that

he had been four days in the grave. And many ofthe

Jews were come thither from Jerusalem, to comfort

the sisters. Now Martha hearing that Jesus was come,
went out to meet him, and said to him. Lord, if thou

hadst been here, my brother had not died. But now
also I know, that whatsoever thou wilt ask of God,
God will give it thee. Jesus said to her, Thy brother

shall rise again. Martha saith to him, 1 know that he
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.-

—

Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life ; he
that believeth in me, although he be dead, shall live

;

and every one that liveth and believeth in me, shall

not die for ever. Believest thou thist She saith to

him. Yes, Lord ; I have believed that thou art* Christ,

the son of the living God, who art come into this

world.

"When she had said these things, she went and
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called her sister Mary ; who arose quickly, and com-
ing to the place where Jesus was, seeing him, fell

down at his feet, and said. Lord, if thou hadst been

here, my brother had not died. When Jesus there-

fore saw her weeping, and the Jews that were come
with her weeping, he groaned in the spirit and troubled

himself, and said. Where have you laid him 1 They
said to him. Lord, come and see. And Jesus wept.
" The Jews therefore said. Behold, how he loved

him. But some of them said. Could not he that opened

the eyes of the man born blind, have caused that this

man should not die 1 Jesus therefore again groaning to

himself, cometh to the sepulchre. Now it was a cave;

and a stone was laid over it Jesus saith, Take away
the stone. Martha saith to him. Lord, by this time

he stinketh, for he is of four days, Jesus saith to her,

Did I not say to thee, that if thou wilt believe, thou

shalt see the glory of God. So they took the stone

away. And Jesus lifting up his eyes, said. Father, I

gi ve thee thanks, that thou hast heard me, and I know
that thou hearest me always ; but because of the people

that st^nd about, have I said it, that they may believe

that thou hast sent me. When he had said those

things, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth,

And presently he that had been dead came forth, bound
feet and hands with winding bands, and his face was
bound about with a napkin. Jesus said to them.

Loose him, and let him go.

" Many therefore of the Jews who were come to

Mary and Martha, and had seen the things that Jesus

did, believed in* him. But some of them went to the

Pharisees, and told them the things that Jesus had
done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered

a council, and said. What do we, for this man doth

many miracles ? And if we let him alone so, all men
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will believe in him ; and the Romans will come, and

take away our place and nation," Caiphas, who was
the high priest that year, suggested to them that it was
expedient for them, that no man should die for the peo-

ple, that the whole nation might not perish. And upon
this they came to a fixed resolution to put him to death.

Chap. XXII,

—

Chrisfs last Journey to Jerusau.u.

He gives Sight to the blind at Jericho: is enter-

tained there by Zacheus, His supper at Bethania,

Luke, xviii, xix, John, xii.

JESUS retired upon this occasion into a country

near the desert. But upon the approach of the

solemn feast of the pasch, " he took unto him the

twelve, and said to them, Behold we go up to Jerusa-

lem, and all things shall be accomplished which were
written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man.
For he shall be delivered to the Gentiles, and shall be
mocked, and scourged, and spit upon ; and after they

have scourged him, they will put him to death ; and the

third day he shall rise again. And they understood

none of these things.

" Now when he drew nigh to Jericho, a certain

blind man sat by the way side begging. And when
he heard the crowd passing by, he asked what this

meant? And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth
was passing by. And he cried out, Jesus, Son of Da-
vid, have mercy on me. And they that went before

rebuked him, that he should hold bis peace. But he
cried out much more. Son of David have mercy on
me. Then Jesus standing, commanded him to be
brought to him. And when he was come near, he
asked him, What wilt thou that I do to thee 1 But he
said. Lord, that I may see. And Jesus said to him.
Receive thy sight ; thy faith hath ' made thee whole.
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And immediately he saw, and followed him, glorify-

ing God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave

praise to God.
" And entering in he walked through Jericho. And

behold there was a man named Zacheus, who was the

chief of the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought

to see Jesus, who he was : and he could not for the

crowd, because he was low of stature. And he ran

before, and climbed up into a sycamore-tree, that he

might see him ; for he was to pass that way. And
when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw

him, and said to him, Zacheus, make haste and come

down ; for to day I m"st abide in thy house. And he

made haste and came down, and received him with

joy. And when they all saw it they murmured, say-

ing, Thai he was gone to be a guest with a man that

was a sinner. But Zacheus stood, and said to the

Lord, Behold, Lord, the halfofmy goods I give to the

poor: and if I have wronged any man ofany thing, I

restore him four fold. Jesus said to him, this day is

salvation come to thy house ; because he also is a son

of Abraham. For the son ofman is come to seek^and

to save that which was lost."

Going out from Jericho he gave sight to two other

blind men. Matt. xx. And proceeding in his jour-

ney, " he came to Bethania, six days before the pasch.

John. xii. And they made him a supper there, in the

house of Simon the leper, and Mactha served : but

Lazarus, whom he had raised to life, was one of them

that were at table with him. Mary then took a pound

of ointment of right spinkenard, of great price, and

poured it on his head as he was at table, Matt, xxvi,

and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped them with

her hairs ; and the house was filled with the odour of

he ointment. Then said Judas, To what purpose
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was this waste 1 Why was not this ointment sold for

three hundred pence, and given to the poof 1 Now he

said this, not because he cared for the poor, but be-

cause he was a thief,, and having the purse, carried

what was put therein.

*' But Jesus said. Matt, xvi.. Why do you trouble

this woman ? For she halh wrought a good w^ork upon
me. For the poor you have always with you, (and

whensoevei* you will you n^ay do them good, Mark,
xiv,) but me you have not always. She hath done
what she could : she has come before hand to anoint

my body for the burial. Amen I say to you, Where-
soever this gospel shall be preached in the whole
world, that al«o which she halh done shall be told for

a memorial of her. A great multitude therefore of the

Jews, 'John, vii, knew that he was there ; and they

came not for Jesus sake only, but that they might see

Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. But the

chief priests thought to kill Lazarus also; because

many of the Jews by reason ofhim wentaw^ay and be-

lieved in Jesus."

Chap. XXIIL— Christ enters Jerusalemriding upon
an Ass, Matt. xxi. Mark, xi. Luke, xix. John, xii.

"^1|N the next day a great multitude that was come
^W to the festival, hearing that Jesus was coming

to Jerusalem, went forth to meet him with branches

of palm-trees in their hands. A nd wheii he was come
to Bethphage, he sent two of his disciples, saying, Go
ye into the village that is over against you, and imme-
diately you shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her

;

loose them, and bring them to me ; and if any man
shall say any thing to you, say ye. That the Lord hath

need of them ; and forthwith he will let them go.

" The disciples di I as Jesus had commanded them;
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and they brought the ass and the colt, and laid their

garments upon them, and made him sit thereon. And
a very great m-ultitude spread their garments in the

way ; and others cut down boughs from the trees, and

strewed them in the way. And when he was now
coming near the descent of mount Olivet, the whole
multitude of his disciples began with joy to praise God
with a loud voice, for all the mighty works they had

seen," [particularly for that wonder which most of

all engaged their attention, of his calling Lazarus out

of his monument,] "and they cried out, Hosanna to

the son of David ; Blessed is he that cometh in the

name ofthe Lord : Hosanna in the highest.''

And here, upon occasion of certain Gentiles who
desired to see our Lord, John, xii, Jesus said, '* The
hour is come that the Son of Man shall be glorified.

Amen, Amen I say to you. Unless the grain of wheat
fail into the ground and die, itselfremaineth alone ; but

ifitdie, it bringeth forth much fruit. Hethatloveth
his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in

this world, keepeth it unto life eternal. If any man
minister to me, let him follow me ; and where I am,

there also shall my minister be. If any man minister

to me, him will my father honour. Now is my soul

troubled. And what shall I say 1 Father, save me
from this hour. But for this cause came I to this hour.

Father, glorify thy name. A voice therefore came
from heaven : I have both glorified it, and I will glorify

it again. The multitude that then stood and heard,

said that it thundered. Others said, an Angel spoke

to him. Jesus answered and said, This voice came
not because of me, but for your sakes. Now is the

judgment (the trial and condemnation,) of the world;
now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, by the death of tho
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cross, will draw all things to myself. Yet a little

while the light is among you. Walk whilst you have

the light, that the darkness may not overtake you.

—

Whils* you have the light, believe in the light, that you
may be the children of light.

" And when he drew near to Jerusalem, Luke, xix,

seeing the city, he wept over it, saying, If thou also

hadst known, and that in this thy day, the things that

are for thy peace ; but now they are hidden from thy

eyes. For the days shall come upon thee ; and thy

enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass
thee round, and streighten thee on every side, and beat

thee flat to the ground : and they shall not leave in

thee a stone upon a stone ; because thou hadst not

known the time of thy visitation.

" And entering mto the temple, he began to cast out

them that sold and that bought there, saying to them,

It is written, My house is the house of prayer : but

you have made it a den of thieves. And the blind

and the lame came to him in the temple, Matt. xxi>

and he healed them. And he was teaching daily in

the temple. But in the evening he went out with the

twelve to Bethania. And the chiefpriests and the ru-

lers of the people sought to destroy him : and they

found not what to do to him ; for all the people was
very attentive to hear him."

Chap.XXIV.—-T/^g Acts of the four last Days of
ChrisVs Life, Matt, xxi, Mark, xii, Luke, xx.

"rBlHE morning after his entry into Jerusalena,

when he was returning into the city from
Bethania, he was hungry: and seeing a fig-tree by the

^ay side, he came to it, and found nothing on it but
leaves only ; and he saith to it. May no fruit grow on
tjhee henceforward for ever. And immediately the



158 THE FIRST AND GREATEST COMMANDMENT.

fig-tree withered away to the very roots. [As a figure

of the reprobation of the unbelieving Jews.] And
when he was come into the temple, and was teaching

there, the chief p;iests and ancients of the people who
sought his life, came up to him. And he spoke to

them in parables.

"There was a certain householder, \Vho planted a

vineyard, and made a hedge round about it, and dug

in it a wine-press, and built a tower, and let it out to

husbandmen ; and went into a strange country. And
when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his ser-

vants to the husbandmen, to receive the fruits of it.

—

But they laid hands on his servants, and one they beat,

another they killed, another they stoned. Again he

sent other servants more than the former ; and they

did to them in the like manner. And last of all he

sent to them his son, saying, They will reverence my
son. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they

Baid among themselves, This is the heir; come let us

till him, and we shall have his inheritance. And tak-

ing him, they cast him forth out of the vineyard, and

killed him. When therefore the Lord of the vineyard

shall come, what will he do to these husbandmen? He
will bring those evil men to an evil end : and he will

let out his vineyard to other husbandmen, that shall

render him the fruit in due season.

" Have you never read in the scriptures. The stone

which the builders rejected, the same is become the head

of the corner ? By the Lord this hath been done, and it

is wonderful in ovr eyes. Therefore I say to you,

The kingdom (the church,) of God shall be taken from

you, and shall be given to a nation bringing forth the

fruit thereof. And whosoever shall fall on this stone

shall be broken ; but on whomsoever it shall fall it

shall grind him to powder. Now the chief priests and
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Pharisees hearing these things, would have laid hands

on him, but they teared the multitude, because the/

held him as a prophet
" Then they sent to him some of their disciples,

Matt, xxii, with the Herodtarv, saying, Master, we
know thou art a true j»peaker, and tcachest the way of

God in truth, neither carest thou for any man ; for

thou dost not regard the person of men. Tell us there-

fore what dost thou think, Is it lawful to give triSute

to (.'sesar, or not? But Jesus knowing their wicked-

ness, said, Why do you tempt me, ye hypocrites ?

Shew me the coin of the tribute And they offered

him. a penny. And Jesus saith to them, Wiiose image

and inscription is this? They said to him, Ca;sar's.

Then he ^<ailh to them. Render therefore to Caesar the

things that are Cfcsar's and to God, the things that are

God's.

"Then the Pharisees being gnthered together, one
ofthem, a doctor of the law, asked him, Mark, xii,

which was the firt^t ccmimandmont of alii Ai»d Jesud

answered him, The tirst commandment of all is, Hear^
O Israel : The Lord thy God is one God. t^nd thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole hearty and
with thy whole soul ^ and with thy whole m!'!^. and
with thy whole strength. This is the first and ;;ieatest

commandment. M:)tt. xxii. And ihe second is like

this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thpelf. On
these two commandments dependeth ;he whole law
and the prophets.

" And Jesus sitting, over against the treasury, beheld

how the people cast money into the treasury, Mark, xii,

and many that were rich cast in much. And there

came a certain poor widow, and she cast in two mites,

which make a farthing. And calling his disciples to-

gether, he said to them, Amen I say to you, this poor
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widow hath cast in more than all they who have cast

into the treasury. For all they did cast in of their

abundance ; but she of her want cast in all she had,

even her whole living.

" And as he was going out ofthe temple, Mark, xiii,

one of his disciples said to him, Master, behold what
manner of stones, and what buildings are here ? And
Jesus answering, said to him, Seest thou all these great

buildings'? There shall not be left a stone upon a stone

that shall not be thrown down. His disciples said to

him, Tell us when shall these things be ; and what
shall be the sign when they shall begin to be fulfilled 1

In his answer he speaks at large of many things

that were to come, partly before the destruction of Je-

rusalem, and partly before the end of the world. A-
mongst the rest he tells them, Luke, xxi, "When you
shall see Jerusalem compassed about with an army,

then know that the desolation thereof is at hand. Then
let them that are in Judea flee to the mountains ; and

let them that are in the midst thereof depart out; and
let not them that are in the countries enter into it. For

these are the days of vengeance, that all things may
be fulfiiled that are written. And there shall be great

distress in the land, and wrath upon chis people. And
they shall fall by the sword, and shall be led away
captives into all nations ; and Jerusalem shall be trod-

den down by the Gentiles, till the times of the nations

be fulfilled. And there shall be signs in the sun, and

in the moon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth dis-

tress of nations, by reason of the confusion, and roar-

ing of the sea and the waves; men withering away
for fear and expectation of what shall come upon the

whole world : for tne powers 6fheaven shall be moved.

And then they shall see the Son ofMan coming in a

cloud with great power and maje8ty,&c. And take heed
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to yourselves, lest perhaps your hearts be overcharged

wiih surfeiting and drunkeness, and the cares of this

life ; and that day come upon you suddenly. For as

a'fenare it shall come upon all that sit upon the face of
the v»7hole earth. Watch ye therefore, praying at all

times, that you may be accounted worthy to escape

all these things that are to come, and to stand before

the Son of Man."
He gives us also the following process of the last

judgment. Matthew, xxv. "When the Son of Man
shall come in his majesty, and all the angels with him,

then shall he sit on the seat of his majesty ; and all

nations shall be gathered together before him ; and
he shall separate them from one another, as the shep-

herd separates the sheep from the goats ; and he shall

set the sheep on his right hand, but the goata on the

left. Then shall the King say to them that shall be
on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father,

possess the kingdom prepared for you from ihe foun-

dation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave
me to eat ; I was thirs?ty, and you gave me to drink

;

I was a stranger, and you took me in, I was naked,

and you clothed me ; sick, and you visited me ; I was
in prision, and you came to me. Then shall the just

s«ny, Lord, when did we see thee hungry, and fed thee,

&c. ? Or when did we :^ee thee sick, or in prison, and
came to thee? And the King answering, shall say
to them. Amen T say to you : As lonir as yovi did it

to one of these my la;';t brethren, you did it tome.
Then shall he say to them that shall be on his left

hand, Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting

fire, which was prepared for the devil and his angels.

For I was hungry, and you gave me not to eat ; I was
thirsty, and you gave me not to drink ; I was a stran-

ger, and you took rae not in ; naked, and you clothed
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me not ; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit me.
Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord whou
did we see thee hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or

naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister to

theel And then he shall answer them, saying, Amen
I say to you; As long as you did it not to one of

these least ones, neither did you do it to me. And
these shall go into everlasting punishment ; but the

just into life everlasting."
, ,

•

Chap, XXV.

—

The Treason of Judas: Chrisfs last

Supper. Matthew, xxvi. Mark, xiv, Luke, xxii,

John, xii.

''"PK'OW the frast of the unleavened bread, which

-X.^ is called the pasch, was at hand. And the

chief priests and the ancients ofthe people were gath-

ered together into the palace of the high priest, who
was called Caiphas ; and they consulted together how
they might apprehend Jesus, and put him to death.

Then Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed
Iscariot, one of the twelve ; and he went to the chief

priests and magistrates, and said to them, What will

you give me, and I will deliver him unto you 1 And
they appointed him thirty pieces of silver. And from

thenceforth he sought the opportunity to betray him
in the absence of the multitude.
" And on the first day of the unleavened bread, on

which it was necessary that the pasch should be killed,.

Luke, xxii, Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare the

pasch, saying. Behold, as you go into the city, there

shall meet you a man carrying a pitcher of water;

follow him into the house where he entereth in ; and

you shall say to the good man of the house. The mas-
ter saith to thee, where is the guest chamber, where
L may eat the pdsch with jfny disciples f And he will

7
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shew you a large dining>room furnished* and there

prepare. And they going, found as he had said to

them : and they made ready the pasch. And when
the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve

apostles with him. And he said to them. With de-

sire I have desired to eat this pasch with you before I

suffer. For from this time I will not eat it, till it be

fulfilled in the kingdom of God. And having taken

the cup, he gave thanks, and said, Take and divide it

among you ; for I say to you, that I will not drink of

the fruit of the vine, till the kingdom of God come."

And now the supper of the paschal lamb being

done, he proceeded tojthe institution of the new pasch

of the New Testament ; for a preparation for which,

to shew the purity with which we are to approach it.

and at the same time to give us in his own person a
wonderful example of humility and charity, he was
pleased to wash the feet of his disciples, not except-

ing the traitor himself.

Then sitting down again to table, he '^ took bread,

and blessed, and broke, and gave to his disciples, and
said. Take ye and eat ; this is my body. Matt, xxvi,

which is broken for you. 1 Cor. xi. Do ye this for a
commemoration of me. In like manner after he had
supped, taking the chalice, he gave thanks, and gave

to them, saying, Drink ye all of this ; for this is my
blood of the New Testament, which shall he shed for

you, and for many, for the remission of sins. And
they all drank of it. Mark, xiv.

*' Then Jesns was troubled in spirit, John, xiii, and
, he testified, and said, Amen, Amen I say to you. One
of you will betray me. And the Son efMan indeed

goeth, Luke, xxii, according to that which is deter-

mined ; but woe to that man by whom he shall be be-

trayed. And they began to enquire
>^ _v

v^-

^--.^
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selves, which of theni it was that should do thiis thing T

Then Peter beckoned, John, xiii,to the disciple whom
Je«us h)ved, who leaned upon his breast, that he might

ask. And Jesus answered. It is he to whom I shall

reach bread dipped. And when he had dipped the

bread he gave it to Judas Iscariot. And after the

morsel, Satan entered into him. And he went out

immediately. Now it was night.

'* And when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is

the Son of Man glorified : and God is glorifieil in him,

and will also glorify him in himself; and immediately

he will glorify him. Little children, 1 give you a

new commandment, That you love one another as I

have loved you, that you also love one another. In

this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if

you have love for one another."

After this he ^md to them, Matt, xxvi, ^* All you
shall be scandalized in me this night. For it is writ-

ten : / will strike the shepherd^ and the sheep of the

jlock shall be dispersed. But after I shall be risen

again, I will go before you into Galilee. And Peter

answering said. If all men shall be scandalized in

thee, I will never be scandalized. And the Lord

said, Luke, xxii, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath

desired to have you, that he might sift you as wheat.

But I have prayed for. thee, that thy faith may not

fail : and thou being once converted, confirm thy

brethren. And he said to him Lord, I am ready to

go with thee both into prison, and to death. Jesus

said to him, Matt, xxvi, Amen I say to thee, That
in this mght, before the cock crow, thou wilt deny
me thrice. Peter saith to him. Though I should die

with thee, I will not deny thee. And in like man-
ner said all the disciples.

And here St. John sets down^, chap, xir, xv^ xvi,
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the discourse which our Lord made that night to his

disciples, to comfort them, who were all troubled at

his departure ;and to give them his last lessons of

life. " Let not," said he, chap, xiv, " your heart be

troubled. You believe in God, believe also in me.

In my Father's house there are many mansions, I go

to prepare a place for you ; and I will come again,

and will take you to myself, that where I am you also

may be. I am the way, the truth, and the life : no
man cometh to the Father but by me. I am in the

Father, and the Father in me. He that believeth in

me, the works that I do, he shall do also ; and greater

than these shall he do, because I go to the Father
;

and whatsoever you shall ask the Father in my name^
that will I do. If you love me, keep my command-
ments. And I will ask the father, and he shall give

you another Paraclete (Comforter,) that he may abide

with you for ever ; the Spirit of truth, who shall abide

with you, and be in you. I will not leave you or-

phans : I will come to you. He that hath my com-
mandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.
And he that loveth me, shall be loved by my Father

;

and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him :

and we will come to him, and will make our abode
with him.

" These things I have spoken to you, abiding with

you. Hut the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the

Father will send in my name, he will teach you all

things, and bring all things to your mind, whatsoever
I shall have said to you. Peace I leave with you,

my peace I give to you, not as the world gives do I

give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let

it be afraid. I go away, and I come again to you.

Abide in me, and I in you, chap. xv. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abide in the vine ;,



166 THE PARACLETE PROMISED.

80 neither can you, unless you abide in me : for with-

out me you can do nothing. It any one abide not in

me, he shall be cast forth as a branch and shall wither^

and they nhal! gather him v^p, and cast him into the

fire, and he burneth. If you abide in mc, and oiy

words abide in you, you shall ask whatever you will,

and it shjill be done to you. In this is my Father

glorified, th it you bring forth very much fruit.

*» As the Father hath loved me, I also have loved

you» Abide in my love. If you keep my cominand-

mentSy you Bhall abide in my love; as I also have

kept my FatherV con'mandments, and do abide in his

love. This is my cojjunandment that you love one

another, as I have loved you. Grenter love than

this no man h?!lh, that a man lay down his life fur

his friends. You are my friends, if you do the things

that I command you. You have not chosen me, but

I have chosen you ; and have appointed you, that

you should go, and should bring forth fruit, and your

fruit should remain.
" 1 have yet many things to say to you, chap, xvi,

but you cannot beir them now. But when the spirit

of truth is come, he will teach you t\\ truth. A little

while, and now you shall not' see me ; and again a
little while, and you shall see me ; because 1 go to

the Father. Amen I say to you. That you shall la-

ment and weep, but the world shall rejoice ; and you
shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned

into joy. A woman when she is in labour hath sor-

row, because her hour is come ; but when she hath

brought forth the child, she remembereth h^T» anguish

no ;iiore, for joy that a man is born into the world.

S0 also you now indeed have sorrow, but I will see

you again, and your heart shall rejoice ; and your

joy no man shall take from you.'^



THE PASSION AND DEATH OF CHRIST. 1(J7

Chap. XXVI.

—

Chrisfs Passion and Death. Matt.

xxvi., xxvii., Mark xiv., xv., Luke xxii., xxiii.^

John xviii., xix.

.4 FTCR Jesus had said all these things, and they

^^ had sung a hymn, he went forth, according to

hif custom, beyond the brook Cedron, to a country-

place called Gethsemani, on mount Olivet, where
there was a garden, into which he entered with his

disciples. " Then he said to them. Sit you here, till I

go yonder and pray. Matt. xxvi. And taking with

him Peter, and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to

grow sorrowful, and to be sad. Then he saith to

them. My soul is sorrowful even unto death : stay you
here and watch with me. And going a little further,

he fell upon his face, praying and saying, my Fa-

ther, if it is possible, let this chalice pass away from

me ; and yet not my will, but thine be done. And
he Cometh to his disciples, and findeth them asleep.

And he saith to Peter, What ! could you not watch

one hour with mel Watch ye and pray, that ye may
not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing

but the flesh is weak. Again he went the second

time and prayed, saying, my "Father, if this chalice

may not pass away, but I must drink it, thy will be

done. And he cometh again and findeth them asleep

;

for their eyes were heavy. And leaving them, he

went away again, and he prayed the third time, say-

ing the same words. And there appeared to him an

angel from heaven, Luke xxii, strengthening him.

And being in an agony, he prayed the longer. And
his sweat became as drops of blood trickling down
upon the ground. And when he rose up from pray-

er, he came to his disciples, and he saith to them,

sleep ye now, and take your rest. Mark xiv. It is

enough ; the hour is come ; behold the Son of Man
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shall be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let

us go. Behold he is at hand that will betray me.
While we were yet speaking, Judas having received

a band of men, John, xviii, and servants from the

chief priests and pharisees, cometh to the place, with

lanthorns, and torches, and weapons. And he had
given them a sign, M rk xiv, saying. Whomsoever I

shall kiss, that is he, lay hold on him, and lead him
away carefully.

"Jesus therefore knowing all things that should

come upon him, John, xviii, went forth, and said to

them. Whom do ye seek? They answered him, Je-

sus of Nazareth. Jesus saith to them, I am he.

Now Judas also who betrayed him, stood with themr

As soon then as he had said to them, I am he, they

went backward and fell to the ground. Again there-

fore he asked. Whom do ye seek f And they said

Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus answered, I have told you
that 1 am he ; if then ye seek me, let these go their

way.

"Now Judas, as he had promised, coming up to

Jesus, said to him Hail Rabbi. And he kissed him.

And Jesus said to him. Friend, whereto art thou come ?

Judas, dost thou betray the Son of Man with a kiss ?

And they that were about him, seeing what would
follow, said to him. Lord, shall we strike him with the

sword 1 And one of them (Peter) drawing his sword,

struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his

right ear. Then Jesus said to Peter, Put up thy

sword into its scabbard, The chalice which my Fa-

ther hath given me, shall I not drink it ? Thinkest

thou that I cannot ask my Father, and he will give

me presently more than twelve legions of angels ?

How then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that so it

must be done. Matt. xxvi. And when he had
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touched his ear, he healed him. In the same hour,

Jesus saith to the multitudes, You are come out as

against a robber, with swords and clubs to apprehend

me. When I was daily with you teaching in the temple,

3^ou did not stretch forth your hands against me. But
this is your hour, and the power ofdarkness. Then they

laid hold on him, and bound him, and led him away.
And the disciples all fled. But Peter followed him at a
distance to see the end."

And first they brought him before Annas, where he
meekly received a blow on the face from one ofthe ser-

vants. Then they led him away to the houpe of Cai-

phas the high priest, where the scribes and the ancients

were assembled. " And here the chief priests and the

council sought for evidence against Jesus, that they

might put him to death. And they found none, though

many false witnesses had come in. And last ofall there

came two false witnesses ; and they said, We heard

him say, I will destroy this temple, made with hands,

and in three days I will build another, not made with

hands, Mark xiv., and their witness did not agree.

And the high priest rising up, said to him, Answerest
thou nothing to the things which these witness against

thee 1 But Jesus held his peace. Then the high priest

said to him, 1 adjure thee by the living God, that thou

tell us if thou be the Christ the Son of God? And Je-

sus said to him, I am, Mark xiv. And you shall see the

Son of Man sitting on the right hand of the power of
God, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the

high priest rent his garments, saying, He hath blasphem-
ed, what further need have we ofwitnesses ? you have
heard the blasphemy—what think you 1 And they all

condemned him to be guilty ofdeath. Then they began
to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet htm

;

and others struck his face with the palms oftheir hands,

15
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Baying, Prophesy unto us, Christ, who it is that

struck thee. And many other things they blasphem-

ously said against him."

Now Peter followed him into the house of the high

priest, and stood with the servants at the fire which
they had made in the hall, and warmed himself : when
the portress who had let him in, seeing him at the fire,

first put the question to him, and then positively af-

firmed that he was with Christ. But he denied him,

saying, Woman, I know him not. Then after a little

while, another maid accused him to the standers by,

and was seconded by a man that was in the company,
and this occasioned the second denial. And after the

space of about an hour, others of the company, who
took notice by his speech of his being a Galilean,

charged him also with being a disciple, and which was
confirmed by a kinsman of Malchus, whose ear Peter

had cut off, saying that he had seen him in the garden

with him. And this drew on the third denial. And
presently the cock crew. And the Lord turning, look-

ed on Peter. Luke xxii. " And Peter remembered
the word of the Lord, how he said. Before the cock

crow, thou wilt deny me thrice. And Peter went out

and wept bitterly.

" When the morning was come, all the chief priests

and ancients of the people took counsel against Jesus,

to put him to death. And they brought him bound, and
delivered him to Pontius Pilate, the Governor. Matt,

xxvi. Then Judas who betrayed him, seeing he was
condemned, repenting himself, brought back the thirty

pieces of silver to the chief priests and the aribients,

saying, I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.

Bu . thev said. What is that to us ? look thou to it. And
casting down the pieces of silver in the temple, he went
and hanged himself with a halter."
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Nowwhen the chiefpriests and ancients had brought

Jesus before Pilate, Luke xxii., " they began to accuste

him, saying, We have found this man perverting our

nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Csesar, and

saying that he is Christ the king. And Pilate asked

him, Art thou the king of the Jews 1 Jesus answered,

my kingdom is not of this world, John xix. If my
kingdom were of this world, my servants w( ild cer-

tainly strive that I should not be delivered to the Jews.

But now my kingdom is not from hence. Pilate said

to him. Art thou a king then ? Jesus answered. Thou
gayest it, I am a king. For this was I born, and for

this came I into the world, that I should give testimo-

ny to the truth. Every one that is of the truth, hear-

eth my voice." Pilate, although he did not understand

what this kingdom meant, saw well enough it could

not interfere with Caesar's authority ; and as to all the

rest they alledged against him, he paid little regard

;

though to his great astonishment Jesus did not answer
a word, yet he plainly perceived they were pushed on
by passion and envy, and not by love of justice. And
therefore, he told them he found no cause in him, and
was for discharging him.

" But they were most earnest, Luke xxiii, saying,

He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Ju-

dea, beginning from Galilee to this place. And Pilate

hearing of Galilee, asked if the man was a Galilean 1

And when he understood that he belonged to Herod's

jurisdiction, he sent him away to Herod, who himself

was also at Jerusalem in those days. Now Herod see-

ing Jesus, was very glad ; for he was desirous of a long

time to see him, because he had heard many things of

him, and he hoped to see some miracle wrought by
him. And he questioned him with many words ; but

he answered him nothing. And the chief priests and
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ficribea blood by earnestly accusing him» and Herod
with his soldiers set him at nought, and mocked him,

putting on him a white garment, and sent him back to

Pilate.

"Now upon the festival day, it was the custom for

the governor to release to the people one of the prison-

ers, whom they should demand. And he had then a

notorious prisoner, called Barrabbas, who was put in

prison for sedition and murder." Pilate, therefore, be-

ing willing to save Jesus, asked the people whom they

would have him release to them—Barabbas, or Jesus

who is called Christ 1 Matt, xxviii. «« For he knew
that for envy they prosecuted him. And his wife had
sent to him, to desire that he would do nothing against

that just man ; for that she had suffered that day many
things in a dream because of him. But the chief

priests and the ancients persuaded the people that they

should demand Barabbas, and make Jesus away.
What then shall I do, said Pilate, with Jesus who is

called Christ ? They all said, Let him be crucified.

Why, what evil hath he done / said Pilate. But they

cried out the more. Let him be crucified.

" Then, therefore, Pilate took Jesus and scourged

him, John xix, and the soldiers taking him into the

hall, gathered together unto him the whole band, and

stripping him, they put on him a purple garment ; and
platting a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head,

and a reed in his right hand. And bowing the knee

before him, they mocked him, saying. Hail, king of

the Jews. And spitting upon him, they took the reed

and struck his head ; and they smote him with their

hands. Then Pilate went forth again and said to them,

Behold I bring him forth to you, that you may know
that I find no cause in him. So Jesus came forth, wear,
ing the crown of thorns and the purple garment ; an^
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he saith to them) Behold the man. When the chief

priestB and the officers saw him, they cried out, Cru-

cify him, crucify him. Pilate saith, Take him you,

and crucify him ; for I find no cause in him. From
thenceforth Pilate sought to release him. But the Jews
cried out, ifthou release this man, thou art not GsBsar's

friend ; for whosoever maketh himself a king, speak-

eth against Grosar."

Here Pilate's fear of being accused to Csesar over-

came his resolution ; and brought him to comply, a-

gainst his conscience, to give sentence against Christ

;

by which he condemned him to the death of the cross.

But first taking water, he washed his hands before the

people, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just

man ; look you to it. And all the people answering,

said, His blood be upon us, and upon our children.

" Then he delivered him to them to be crucified.

And they took Jesus, and led him out ; and two others,

malefactors, were also led with him to be put to death.

And bearing his own cross, he went forth to the place

called Calvary. And in the way, they laid hold on
one Simon, of Cyrene, who was coming out of the

country ; and they laid the cross on him to carry after

Jesus. Lukexxiii.

"Now there followed him a great multitude of peo-

ple, and ofwomen who bewailed and lamented him.
But Jesus turning to them, said, Daughters of Jerusa-

lem, weep not over me, but for yourselves and for

your children ; for behold the days shall come,, where-
in they shall say. Blessed are the barren that have not

borne, &c. And they shall begin to say to the moun-
tains. Fall upon us ; and to the hills, Cover us ; for if

in the green wood they do these things, what shall be
done in the dry ] And when they came to the place,

Matt. XXV. they gave him wine, mingled with gall, to t

15*
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drink. And when he had tasted he would not drink*

And they crucified him there ; and they also crucified

the two robbers,—one on his right hand, and the other

on the left. And Jesus said. Father, forgive them ; for

they know not what they do. And after they had cru-

cified him, they divided his garments amongst them,

casting lots upon his vesture. And they put his. cause

over his head, written in Hebrew, Greeji, and Latin

:

This is Jesus of J^azareth, the King of the Jews,
" Now they that passed by, blasphemed him, wag-

ging their heads, and saying, Vah ! Thou thatdestroy-

est the temple of God, and buildest it up again in three

days, save thy own self. If thou be the Son of God,

come down from the cross. In like manner also, the

chief priests with the scribes and ancients mocking,

said, He saved others-—-himself he cannot save. If he
be the king of Israel, let him now come down from

the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in

God ; let him deliver him now, if he will have him ;

for he said, I am the Son of God. '^

" One also of the robbers that wfere crucified with

him, Luke xiii., blasphemed him, saying, If thou be

the Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answer-

ing, rebuked him, saying, Neither dost thou fear God,
seeing thou art under the same condemnation ; and
we indeed justly ; for we receive the due reward of

our deeds ; but this man hath done no evil. And he
said to Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou shall

come into thy kingdom. And Jesus said to him. Amen
I say to thee, this day thou shalt be with me in paradise.

"Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, John xix.,

his mother and his mother's sister, Mary of Cleophas,

and Mary Magdelen. When Jesus therefore saw hi»

mother and the disciple standing whom he loved, he

saith to his mother, Woman, behold thy son. And

r
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after that he saith to the disciple, Betiold thy mother.

And from that hour the disciple took her to hia own
house.

<' It was about the sixth hour (mid-day) when he

was crucified ; and the sun was darkened ; and Uiere

was darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.

And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud

voice

—

Eli, Eli, lama sabadhani? That is, My God,

my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? Matt, xxvii.

And some of them that stood there and heard, said,

He calleth for Elias. Others said. Let us see whether

Elias will come to deliver him.
" Then Jesus knowing that all things were now ac-

complished, John xix., that the scriptures might be

fulfilled, said, I thirst. Now there was a vessel set

there full of vinegar, and they took a sponge and filled

it, and put it to his mouth ; and when he had taken

the vinegar, he said, It is consummated. Then cry-

ing out with a loud voice, he said. Father, into thy

hands I commend my spirit. And bowing down his

head, he gave up the ghost.

^\ And behold the veil of the temple was rent in

two, fror*! the top even to the bottom, Matt, xxvii.,

and the earth quaked, and the rocks were rent, and
the monuments were opened, and many bodies of the

spints that had slept, arose ; and coming imi of the

monuments after his resurrection, came into the holy
city, and appeared to many.

" Now the centurion, and they that were with him
watching Jesus, having seen the earthquake, and the

things that were done, were greatly afraid, saying, In-

deed this was the Son of God. And all the multitude

of them that were come together to that sight, Luke
xxiii., and saw the things that were done, returned

striking their breasts. And all his acquaintance, and

/
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the women that followed him from Galilee, stood afar

off beholding these things.

" Then the Jews, because it was the eve of the sab-

bath, that the bodies might not remain on the cross

upon the sabbath, for that was a high sabbath day, be-

sought Pilate, that their legs might be broken, and that

they might be taken away. So the soldiers came and

broke tlie legs of them that were crucified with him.

But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was
already dead, they did not break his legs. But one of

the soldiers opened his side with a spear ; and imme-
diately there came out blood and water.

Mt

Chap. XXVII.

—

Chrisfs Burial and Resurrection.

" A FTER these things, Joseph of Arimathea, a
xJL noble counsellor, who was himself secretly a

disciple of Jesus, besought Pilate that he might take

away the body of Jesus. And Nicodemus also came,

(he who at the finst came to Jesus by night) bringing

a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds

weight. So they took the body of Jesus, and wound
it up in linen cloths with the spices, as the manner of

the Jews is to bury. Now there was a garden in the

place where he was crucified ; and in the garden a

new monument wherein no man had yet been buried,

(which Joseph had hewed for himself out of a rock,)

and where they laid the body, and rolled a great stone

to the door of the monument. Matt, xxvii.

" On the next day the chief priest* and Pharisees

came together to Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember
how that seducer said, while he was yet alive, After

three days I will rise again. Command, therefore,

the sepulchre to be guarded until the third day : lest

his disciplei come fy,i>} steal hmi awsy, and say to
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the people, He is risen from the dead. So the last

error shall be worse than the first. Pilate eaid to

them, You have a guard ; go guard it, as you know.
So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, scaling

the stone, and setting guards.

" On the third day early in the morning, there was
a great earthquake. And the angel of the Lord, com-
ing down from heaven, rolled back the slone from the

door of the monument, and sat upon it. Now his

countenance was as lightning, and his raiment as

snow. And at the sight of him the guards were
struck with terror, and became as dead men. And
some of them, coming into the city, told the chief

priests all the things that had been done. But they,

taking counsel with the ancients, gave a great sum of

money to the soldiers, that they should say. His dis-

ciples came by night, while we were asleep, and
stole his body away. And they taking the money
did as they were taught, and spread this word abroad

among the people.
'* But he rising early on the morning, the first day

(of the week, appeared first to Mtry Magdelen, M>.rk,

xvi, out of whom he had cast seven devils. She went
out before it was iight, with the other holy women,
carrying her sweet spices to anoint the body ot

Jesus. And coming to the monumeit, she found
the stone rolled away ; but the body was not there.

Upon this she ran back (John, xx,) to the city, and
said to Peter and John, They have taken away the

Lord out of the monument, and we know not where
they have laid him." These two aportles ran out

to the monumenty and entering in, found the linen

cloths lyino- there, and the napkin that had been
about his head; and not knowing what to think,

went back again to their home. But Mary stani
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weeping over the sepulchre ; and ceased not to seek

the beloved of her soul, till she was favoured with a

vision of angels, and then with the sight of our Lord

himself. The like favour was also shewed to the

other holy women. Matt, xxviii, verses 9, 10.

The same day he overtook two of his disciples in

their way to Emmaus ; and joining their company,

explained to them the scriptures relating to his pas-

sion and resurrection ; and at length was known to

them in the breaking of bread. Luke, xxiv. *' Their

eyes were opened, and +hey knew him ; and he van-

ished out of their sight. And they said one to the

other, Was not our hearts burning w^ithin us, whilst

he was speaking in the way, and opening to us the

scriptures ?

" And they rose up the same hour, and went back

to Jerusalem ; and they found the apostles gathered

together, and those that were with them, saying, The
Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared unto Simon,

&c. Now whilst they were speaking these things, (it

being now late, and the doors being shut for fear of the

Jews,) Jesus suddenly stood in the midst of them,

and said, Peace be to you : it is I, be not afraid. But

they being troubled and affrighted, thought they saw

a spirit. And he said to them, Why are you troubled?

See my hands and feet, that it is I myself ; handle me
and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as you

see me have. Then he said, Have you here any

thing to eat 1 And they offered him a piece of broiled

fish and a honny-comb. And when he had eaten

before them, taking the remains, he gave to them.

—

And he said to them. These are the words which I

spoke to you while I v^'asyet with you. That all things

must needs be fulfilled which are written in the law

oi Moses and in the prophets, and in the psalms con-
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cerning me. Then he opened their understanding,

that they might understand the scriptures. And he

said, Thus it is written: and thus it behoved the

Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead the

third day ; and that penance and remission of sins

should be preached in his name, among all nations,

beginning first at Jerusalem."

St. John, speaking oC this same manifestation of

our Lord to his apostles, chap, xx, adds, that he said

to them again ^ Peace be to you. As the Father

hath sent me, I also send you. And he breathed on
them, and said. Receive ye the Holy Ghost : Whose
sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven to them ; and
whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.

" Now Thomas, one of the twelve, was not with

them when Jesus came. The other disciples said to

him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them.

Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails,

and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put

my hand into his side, 1 will not believe. And after

eight days the disciples were again within, and
Thomas with them. Jesus cometh, the doors being

shut, and stood m the midst, and said. Peace be to

you. Then he saith to Thomas, Put in thy finger

hither, and see my hands, and bring hither thy hand,

and put it into my side ; and be not incredulous, but

faithful. Thomas answered and said to him, My
Lord, and my God. Jesus saith to him, Because thou

hast seen me, Thomas, thou hast believed : Blessed
are they that have not seen, and have believed.

"After this Jesus she v^ed himself again to his dis-

ciples, John, xxi, when they were fishing in Galilee,

and had taken nothing all the night. In the morning
Jesus stood on the shore, and called out to them.

Children, have you any meat? They answered, No.
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ri.-
He saith to them, Cast the net on the right side, an(f

you shall find. They cast therefore, and now they

were not able to draw it out for the maltitude of

fishes. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved, saith

to Fei8r, It is the Lord. Which Peter hearing, cast

himself into the sea to go to him, and (he other dis-

ciples came in the ship, (for they were not far from

land,) dragging the net with the fi^he!-. As soon as

ihi J came to land, they saw hot coals lying, and a

fisr laid on them, and bread. Jesus saith to them^

Briij^ hither of the fishes you have now caught. Si-

mon Pieter went up, and drew the net to land, full of

great fishes, one hundred and iifty-three. Jesus

mmh to them,' Co.ne and dine.

" When they had dined,\he eaifh to Simon Peter,

Simon son of Jona, lovest thou me more than these ?

He saith to him, Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love

thee. He saith to him, Feed my lambs. He saith

to him again, Simon, son of Jona, lovest thou me ?

He saith to him, Yea, Lord, thou knowest I love thee.

He saith to him. Feed my lambs. He saith to him

the third time, Simon, son of Jona, lovest thou me ?

Peter was grieved because he said to him the third

^•me, Lovest thou me ? And he said to him, Lord,

thou knowest all things ; thou knowest that I love

thee. He saith to hiin^ Feed my sheep. Amen,
Amen I say to thee, When thou w tat younger thou

didst gird thyself, and didst walk where thou wouldst;

but when thou shalt be old, thou shait stretch forth

thy handi, and another shall gird thee, and lead thee

whither thou wouldst not. Now this he said, signi-

fying by what death he should glorify God. Then
saith he to Peter, Follow thou me. Peter turning

about, saw that disciple whom Jesua loved following

;

and he saith to Jesus, Lord, and what thtll this man
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dot Jesus saith to him, So f will have him remain till

I come, what is it to thee 1 Follo\v thou me.

"The eleven disciples bfeing now returned to Gali-

lee, went to the mouhtigiin where Jesus had appointed

to them,Matt. xxviii,and there seeing him th«y adored "

At which time also, as we learn from 1 Cor. xv, " he

was seen hf about five hundred brethren at once, of*

whom the greater part remained alive," (when Sti

Paul wrote that epistle,) " but some had fallen asleep

in the Lord. And Jesus coming, spoke to therii, say-

ing. All power is given to me in heaven and in eartL

Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations ; baptizing them
in the namQ of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things what-

soever I have commanded you. And behold I am
with you all days, evei to the consummation of if^^

world." .

'''"'''
'^M':;:;;:'^'^

lill'Ali
"-

,»
'>

Chap. XXVIII.—Chrisfs Ascension Mo Heaven^

AFTER our Lord had, for the space of foity days,

confirmed his disciples in the faith of his resur-

rection, appearing to them, and speaking to them of

the kingdom of God ; and instructing them in what re-

lated to the establishment of his Church ; eating with

them, he gave them his charge, Mark, xvi, " Go ye
into the whole world, and preach the gospel to every

creature. He that shall believe, and shall be bap-

tized, shall be saved ; but he that shall not believe,

shall be condemned. Now these signs shall follow

them that shall believe : In my name they shall cast

out devils ; they shall speak with new tongues ; they

shall take up serpents ; and if they shall drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them ; they shall lay

their hands upon the sick, and they shall recover."

St. L«k« adds. Acts, i, " That he told them not (
16
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depart from Jerusalem, till they had received the

promise of the Father, which you have heard, said he,

by my mouth. For John indeed baptized withVater

;

but you shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not

many days hence. You shall receive the power of

the Holy Ghost coming down upon you, and you shall

be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the uttermost pail of the earth.

^^ Then he led them ont, Luke, xxiv, as far as to

Bethania, to mount Olivet; and lifting up his hands,

he blessed them. And whilst he blessed them, he was
raised up in their sight, and was carried up into hea-

ven, where he sitteth at the right hand of God. Mark,
zvi. But they adoring, went back to Jerusalem with

great joy ; and they were continually in the temple,

praising and blessing God."
Till after receiving the promised Spirit, "Going

forth they preached every where ; the Lord work g
with them, and confirming the word with signs at

followed.'' Mark, xvi. ;. i ; .^n; noo j*-^

tim'

n
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PART THIRD.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES,

-Hy

AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

THE CHURCH
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

: - .1'!

rr..tt

Abridged from the Ads and Epistles of the Apostles,

iikm CHAP. I.

Matthias is chosen Apostle in the place of Judas»

Acts, i.
^

AFTER the ascension of our Lord, the eleven

apostles, returning to Jerusalem, ^^ went up to

an upper room, and abode there. And they all con-

tinued with one accord in prayer, with the women,
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brethren. In

those days when there were about one hundred and
twenty persons assembled together, Peter standing up
in the midst of the brethren, said. Men, brethren, the

scripture must needs be fulfilled, which the Holy
Ghost spoke before by the mouth of David, concern*
ing Judas, who was leader of them that apprehended

Jesus ; who was numbered with us, and had obtained

part of this ministry. And he indeed hath possessed

a field of the rewHrd of iniquity; and being hanged.
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burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushea

out. And it became known to all the inhabitants

of Jerusalem ; BO that the same field was called in

their tongue, Haceldama, that is to say, the field of

blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let

their habitation become desolate^ and let there be none
to dwell therein ; and his bishopric let another take.

Wherefore of these men who have companied with

us, all the time that the Lord Jesus came in and went
out amongst us, beginning from the baptism of John
till the day wherein he was taken up from us, one of

these must be made a witness with us of the resurrec-

tion.
Hf v-»« t --J v '.f ii* t

** And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas,

surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And praying they

said. Thou Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men^
shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, to take

the place of this miiiiatry and apostleship, from which

Judas hath by transgression fallen, that he might go to

his own place. And ihey gave them lots, and the lot

fell upon Matthias, and he was numbered with the

eleven apostles.''
,

(fiiAT,fi.--^The Disciples received the Holy Ghosts

^
Peter'^s Sermon on this Occasion, The piety of
the first Converts, Acts,]].

^ ^

""[•jTOW when the day of Pentecost Was coine,

X^ they were all together in one place, and sud-

denly there came a sound from heaven as of a mighty

wind coming, and it filled the whole house where they

were sitting, And there appeared to them parted

tongues as of fire, and it sat upon every one of them.

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost; and

they began to speak with divers tongues, as the Holy
Ghost g^ve them to speak.
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*' Now th6fe were dwelling at Jerusalem, Jews,

religious men out of every nation under heaven. And
when this was noised abroad, the multitude came to*

.

gether, and were confounded, because that every man
heard them speak in his own tongue. And they

were all amazed and marvelled, saying, Behold, are,

not all these men that are speaking Galileans? And
how then have we heard <wery man his own
tongue, in which we were born? And t aid one,

to another. What meaneth this ? But oth < king,

said. These men are full of new wine.
" Then Peter standing up with the eleven, lifted

up his voice, and spoke to them, Ye men of Judea,-

and all you that dwell in Jerusalem, be this known to

you, and give ear to my words. For these are not

drunk, as you suppose ; seeing it is but the third hour
of the day. But this is that which was spoken
of by the prophet Joel : And it shall come to pass in
the last day89 saith the Lord, that I toill pour out my<'.

Spirit upon allflesh; and your sons and your daugk-r

ters shallpropJiesy, 8^c. And it shall come to passy
that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lofji

shall be saved^ 'tf»y>'Mvy, jh,?} n-fLfti*^ 17'^*

** Ye men of Israel, hear these words : Jesus of

Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by

»

mighty works, and wonders, and signs, which God did

by him in the midst ofyou, as you also know. This
same, being delivered up to the determinate counsel

and fore-knowledge of Gody you, by the hands of/

wicked men, have crucified and skin ; whom God
had raised up, as David saith concerning him, My
flesh shall rest in hope : because thou uritt not leave

my soul in hell, nor suffer the Holy One to see cor^

rupUon. Thou hast made known to me the ways of
life>; thou shali make me full of joy withihy cowi"

,**T^,k/\TF^.» -» it: *.v*" V^
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^inobft. F«ras lie was « poophet, fbresecing, ho spoke
ofthe resurrection of Christ: for neither was he left

i«Ml, neithetf did hi^ fleilh see corruptioii. Thie
JieMie hath Godiwised -ap again, whereof we are wit*

neeies* 'And being exalted by the nght hand of God,

abd4avlng reb^ved ofthe Father the promise of the

H^ly Ghost, he hath poured forth this which you see

and hear, ^ereforelet all the house of krael.know
nePOit^^uredlyy that God hath made this same Jesus>

whom you have orucified, both Lord and Christi . N
:«< Now when they had heard these thuigs^, they were
tonebed to the heart with oompunctiom. And they

said «o Pet^ and to the rest of the apostles, What shall

we doi But Peter said to them. Do penance, and be

baptiaedievery one of you in the nan^e ofJesus Christy

ftfr theremimion of your sias ; and you ^hali receive

the giftofthelloly Ghost, For the promise istoyoiu,

and to yoittv«hi)dreB, atid to idl that ai^ aiar off, whom^i
seever^ Lord our God shall ca)h And with very

QWOf^other'wo^ did he testify and exhort them, say-t\

ih|^v8gve 3?Wrselves Ironi Uiis perverse generationir vi

** They therefore that received his woi^ were bap*

tieed ; and there were added io them in that day about

thriee thousand) soiils^ And 'they wese 'continuing in

thia docMtHhe bfvtbe apostles^ and in the communicatioQi

;

of the breaking <0f bread, and in prayers. And fear* ?

came upon eviery soul ; and many wonders and signs

vfereidone by the apostles in Jerusalem^ And all>

tl«y'that believed were together, and had all Ihings

cofilmont They sold their possessions and goods^ and
divided them to &U, according as every man hadvnel^.

And continuing daily with one acoonl in ihevttoiple^

andbrealdfig b-ead firom house to hous^'^'th^r |0ok

theifmeat^ftli'gladne&^ahd singienesa of tiisartc^^prai^^

ing €rod and having fii^oiir with all the people. And
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tlie Lord ad4ied daily to their society tuch at fhouldi

bi8 saved/

Chap. IIL

—

The Miracle of the lame Man followed

by the Conversion of many. Acts, iii.

"IW'OW Peter and John went to the temple at the

X\ hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. And a
certain man, who was lame from his mothered womb,
whom they laid every day at the gate of the temple,

which is called Beautiful, that he ipight ask alms of

them that went into the temple. \ He, when he had
seen Peter and John about to go intp, the temple, asked

ap alms of them . But Peter and John fastening hia

eyes upon him, said. Look upon us. And h^ looked

earnestly upon them, hoping that he should receive

something of them. Then Peter said. Silver and gold

I have none ; but what I have I give thee : In the

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk^

And taking him by the right hand, he lifted him up^

and forthwith his feet and soles received strength.^^

.

And he leaping up, stood and walked ; and went in

with them into the temple, walking, and leaping and
praising God. And all the people saw him walking,

and praising God. And they knew him that it was
he who sat begging alms at the B^utiful Qate of the

temple; and they were filled with wonder a<idjamaze-

ment, at that which had happened to him,
'^ And as he held Peter and John, all the people

ran t^ them to the porch, whieh is called Solomon,
|

greatly wondering ; which, Petok seeing, said to the

people, Ye men of Israel, why wonder ye at this or

why look y^ upon us, as if by jOur s^ngth and power
we )iad nwde tnis man to walk? The God of Abra-
ham^ and .the God of Isaac, an^ the God of Jaoobf the

Q^^ont fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus | whdm
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you indeed delivered up, and denied before the face of '

Pilate, when h^ judged he should be released. Bcift

you denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a

murderer to be granted to you. 3ut the author of life

you killed, whom God hath raised froni the dfead-j of

which wp are witness. And his name, through the

faith of his name, hath made this man strong wli^in

you have s6fen and known ; iarid the faith Vs^hich hi by

hini hath given this perfect soiindn^ss in the sight of

yoti-air.
••?'5 liii.. /yjii uvoji/,'

' ^* An^ now, brpthi-en, I know that yoti did it by ig^^

noranc6, ^s did also your rulers. But those things th^t

God beforfe' had shewed by the mouth of all th^

prophets, that this Christ should suffer, he hath so ful^^-

filled. Repent ye, th^refore^ itid be cbnverted, th^it

your sins niay be blotted out, &c. You aW the ct^il^i

dreti of the prophets, and of the covehant which Grid

made with our fathers, sayirtg to AbrihairtV .^nrf in
^

thy sted shall all.the tdndred of the ed/rth be hle^dv
To you first, God raising up hii^ Son, ha(th iseitt hith

to bless ybu, thkt every manrtay turn av^^y frbiii his^

wickedness. " ' ""^'^ ^^^-^^ t^I'^ B^i'in.6^i:..-. ba/^;.

"Now as they were speaking to the people, Acts,

iv, (he priests, and th6 officers of the temple, iarid Ae

\

Sadducees came upon them, being grieved that tfa^y
;

taught thb peopje, and preacthed in Jesus *'- esihteo^'

tion from inb dead. Andth^y laid hahi. jntheirij

and put them in hold till iHe nett day, fdr it viras nd#
evening. But many ofthem that had heard the'word,

believed; and the number ofmeri was made five thou-^^

saild." ^
i' j-

«.^ council, fhe Church U increased. A^ts, !ir. -
'*

TljrOW on the next day was gatheredtogette thdi?=

'

i-^ ruters, and ancf^nts, and schi^bes, with thle 'Chief

ChAi^.

the Counci
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priests ; and setting them in the midst, tiiey asked, By
what pdwet*, or by what nanie have you done this?

—

Then Peter, filled'with the Holy Ghost, said to them,
Ye rulers of the people, and anciens, hear: If we this

day are examined concerning the good deed done to the

infirm man, by what means he hath been made whole ;

be it known to you all, and to all the people of Israel,

that by the name ofour Lord Jesus Christ ofNazareth,

whofh you crucified, whom €rod hath raised from the

dead, even by him doth this man stand before you
whole. This U the stone which was rejected by you this

buUders, which is become the head ofthe corner, Nei*
ther i^ there salvation in any other ; for there is no
other name under heaven given to men, whereby we
miist b6 saved.

" Now when they saw the constancy of Peter and
John, understanding that they were iiliterate and ig-

norant trieh, they wondered ; and they knewthem^
that they had been with Jesus ; seeing also the man
thathadbnen healed standing with them, they could sjty

nothing a(*1ainst it. But they eommanded (hem to go

aside out of the council ; and ihey crnferred among
themselves, saying. What shall we do to thene men 1

For indeed a miracle hath been done by them, known
to All that dwfell in" Jerusalem : it is manifest^ and we
cannot deny it. Btrt that it may be no farther spread,

let us threaten them, that they speak no more in this

name to any man. And calling them, they charged

thein tiot to speak at all, nor teach in the name of

Jesus. But Peter and John answered, If it be Justin

the sight of God to hear you rather than God, j^dge

ye; for we cannot but speak the things which we
have seen and heard. But they threatening, sent them
away; not finding how they might punish them, be-=

cauiie ofthe people • for all men glorified in what had
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been done; for the man was above forty ye9ro old, in

whom that miraculous cure had been wrought*

"So ihey being let go, came to theirown company,
and related all that the chief priests and ancients had
said to diem. Aod they having heard it, lifted up
their voices with one accord in prayer; begging that

the Xiord would behold their threatenings, and grant

to hi^ servants, , that w^ith all con^depce they might

i^peak \ih word, by stretching forth his hand to cure9>

^d sign^, and wonders, to ,l;)e d<^ne by the name ot

his holy Son Jesus. And when they had ptayedttlie

place was shaken wherein they vv^re assembled f^nd
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost^ and they

spoke the word of God with boldness,' , 'un.H»» ituiki
" Now the muliitude of the believers haubiitonQ

heart and one soul, and all things were common to

them. And with great power did the apostles give

testimony of the resurrection ofJesus Christ our Lprdj
and great grace was in them all. And^ many as

were owners of lands or houseS) sold them, and brought

the price, and laid it down before the feet of the apos-

tles ; and distribution was made to every man accord-

ing as he had need. And Joseph, a l^evite, a, Gypria.a

born, who by the apostlein was surnamed Barnabas,

(that is, the son of comfort,) having land, sold it, and
brought it to the feel of the apostles.?' rwi^;juu u u

Chap. V.^— God^s Judgment upon Ananias and So-

^^,phira<i for h^'^S ^^ ^^ Holy GhosL T^he rndpos-

ties are cast into prison. Acts v. .

^^ A CERTAIN man named Ananias, ^yith Saphira

-^^ his wife, sold a piece of land, and by fraud

kept back part of the price of the land, his wife being

privy to it: and bringing a certain part of it, lai^ it at

the feet of the apostles. But Peter ss^id, Ananiast
((
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Why has Satan tempted thy heart, that tbou shouldet

lie to the Holy Ghost, and hy fraud keep back part of

the price of the land? Whilst it ren^ained, did it not

remain to thee T And after it was sold, was it not in

thy power? Why hast thou conceived this thing i^

thy heart? ' Thou hast not lied tojnen but to God.

And Ananias hearing these words> fell down and gave

up the ghost. And there caroe great fear upoii all

that heard it* And the young men raising up, re-

moved him ; and carrying him out, buried him.
" And it was about the space of three hours after,

when his wife, not knowing wh:|t had happened,came
in. And Peter said to her, Tell me, woman, whether

you sold the land for so much? And she said. Yea,
for so much. And Peter said. Why have you agreed

together to tempt \he Spirit of the Lord ? Behold the

feet ofthem who have buried thy husband are at thet
^

•door, and ^hey shall carry thee out. lmmediat€|ly ^e
fell down before his feet, and gave up the ghost: and
the youpg men coming in found her dead ; and they

earned her out, and buried her by her husband. And
there (^aime great fear upon the whole Church, and
upon all that hehrd these thipgs.

^* And by the hands ofthe apostles were many sign9

and wonders wrought among the people. And the

multitude ^fmen and women tha,t believed in the Lord
wjat more increased ; insomuch that they brought forth

the sick into the street, and laid them in beds and
couches, that when P^ter came^ his shadow at least,

might overshadow,any of th^m> and they might be de-,

livered from their infirmities. And there came also

"

together to Jerusalem, a iqi^ltitude out of the neigh-

bouring cities, bringing the sick, and such as were
troubled with unclean spirits; who were all healed.

^^ Then arose up the high priest, and the Sadducces,
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and were filled with indignation, and they laid hands
on the apostles, and put them in the common prison.

But an angel of the Lord by night, opening the d0or of

the prison, and leading them out, said. Go, and staind-

in^ speak ye in the temple to the people all the words
of this life. So they having heard this early ih the

morning, entered the temple and taught. And the

high priest and they that were with him called together

the council, and all the ancients of the children o^ Is-

rael ; and they sent to the prison, to have them brought^

But the officers not finding them there, returned' and
said. We found the prison indeed shut with all dili-

gence, and keepers standing before the door ; but open-

ing it we found no man within. Now when the magis-

Irsttes ofthe temple, and the chief priests heard these

words, they were in doubt concerning them, what
would come to pass. But one camis and told them.

Behold the men whom you put in pirisdn, are standing

in the temple, and teaching the peoplie. Thenw6nt
the magistrate with t|ie officers, and brOttght them
without violence ; for th6y feared the? people lest they

shotildbe stoned. And when they had brought them,

they set them before the CounGil. An4 the high priest

said to them, Commanding we com^ia^d yoii^ ,fhsit

you should not teach in this' name, and behold you
have fillied Jerusalem with your doctrine; aindyou

have a mind to bring upon us the blood of this maii.

" But Peter and the Apostles answering, said, We
ought to obey God rather than men. The God of our

fathers hath raised up Je^us, whom you put to death,

hangirig; him upon a tree. Him hath God exalted with

his right-hand, to be Prince and Saviovrr^ to give Repen-

tance tb Istael, and remission of sins.' And v\^ &i^

witnesses of these things, and the Holy Ghpst,

God hath given to all thit obey him

lY
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** When they had heard these things, they were cut

to the heart, and they thought to put them to death.

But one of the council raising up, a Pharisee named
Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, respected by all the peo-

ple, ordered the men to be put forth a little while.—
And he said. Ye men of Israel, take heed to your-

selves what you intend to do as touching these men.
For before these days rose up Theodas, affirming him-

self to be somebody, to whom a number ofmen, abouc

four hundred, joined themselves, and he was slain

;

and all that believed him, were scattered and brought

to nothing. After this man, rose up Judas the Grali^

lean, in.the days of the enrolling, and drew away the

people after him, and he also perished ; and all who
consented to him were dispersed. Now therefore I

say to you. Let these men alone : for if this council or

this work be of men, it will come to nought ; but if it

be of God, you canmA overthrow it : lest you perhaps

be found even to fight against God. And they con-

sented to him. Then calling in the apostles, afler they

had scourged them, they charged them not to speak at

'

«ll in the name of Jesus, and they dismissed them.

And they indeed went from the presence of the coun-

xil, rejoicing that they were accounted worthy to suffer

reproach for the name of Jesus. And every day they

xeased not in the temple, and from house to house^ to

teach and preach Christ Jesus«"

'€hap.IV.—The Ordination of the Seven Deacons:

Stephen^s Zeal and Martyrdom. Acts, vi, vii.

^'"pUTOW the number ofthe disciples being multiplied,

i.^ there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against

'the Hebrews, complaining that their widows were neg-

lected in the daily ministration. Then the twelve cal-

fing together the multitude, proposed that (hey should

17
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u

look out amongs; them for seven men of good reputa-

tion, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom they

might appoint over this business; that they them^lves*
might not be taken off from t'^eir duty of rontinuHl

prayer, and the ministry of the word. They cho:ie<

therefore Stephen, a man full of failh and of the Holy
Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, andr.

Timon, and Parnienas, and Nicobis a proselyte of An-
tioch. These they sQt before the apostles ; and they

prayed, imposing hands upon them '. that is, ihey or-

dained them by prayer and imposition of hands.
•* And the word cf the Lord increased, and the num-

ber of the disciples were multiplied in JerUf>a]em ex-

ceedingly : a great multitude also of the priests obeyed
the faith. And Stephen full of grace and fortitude did

great wonders and miracles among the people. Now
there arose some of that which is called the synagogue

of the Libertines, &c., and of them that were from

Cilicia and Asia, disputing with Stephen. And they

were not able to resist the wisdom a^d the spirit that

spoke. Then they suborned men to say, they had
heard him speak words of blasphemy against Moses
and against God. And they stirred up the people,

and the ancients, and the scribes, and running together

they took him, and brought him before the counciL,

And they set up false witnesses, who said. This man.
ceaseth not to speak against the holy place and the*

law, &c. Now all that sat in council, looking stead-

fastly on him, saw his face as if it had been the face"

of an angel."'

And here Stephen being interrogated by ihe high;

priest, gave an account of his belief and doctr ne, ap-

proving the calling of Abraham and of Moses, the

giving of the law, and the erecting of the tabernaclie,

&c., but shewing withal how their fathers had always.
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^been rebele to God and to his metisengera ; and in the

conclusion he said to them. <^ You stiff-necked and
uncircumciiied in heart and in earo, you always resist

the Holy Ghost ; as your fathers did, so do you also.

Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecut-

ed? And they have slain them who foretold of the

coming of the Just One ; of whom you have been now
the betrayers and murderers, who have received the

law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.

<< Now hearing these things they were cut to the

heart, and they gnashed with their teeth at him. Bat
he, beiitgfull of the Holy Ghost, looking up steadfastly

to heaven saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at

the right hand of God, and he said, Behold I see the

.heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the

right hand of God. Then they crying out with a loud

voice, stopped their ears ; and with one accord ran

violently upon him ; and cai$ting him forth without the

city, they stoned him. And the witnesses laid down
their cloths at the feet of a young man, whose name
was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, invoking and

• ;^aying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And falling

on his knees, he cried with a loud voice. Lord, lay not

rthis sin to their charge. And when he had said this,

he fell asleep in the Lord."

X)map. VIL—A grievotia Persecution. The Con-
version of the Sajnaritans^ and of the Treasurer of
the Queen of Ethiopia, Acts, viii.

AT that time there was raised a great persecution

against the Church which was at Jerusalem

;

and they were all dispersed through the countries of

Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. And devout

men took orders for Stephen's funeral, and made great

fnourning over him. But San. made havoc ofthe,

Ji
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Church, entering in from house to house, and drag-

ging away men and women to prison, having received

aulhority from the chief priests. Acts, xxvi, and pun-

ished them often in every synagogue : and when they

ivere put to death, bringing the sentence.
*< Now they that wer« dispersed went about preach-

ing the word of God And Philip the deacon, going

down to the city of Samaria, preached Christ to them.
And the people with one accord were attentive to his

discourses, hearing and seeing the miracles he wrought.

For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came
out from many who were poggessed by them ; and
many that were taken with the palsy, and were lame^

were healed. And there was great joy in that city.

<< Now there was a certain man named Simon, who
before had been a magician in that city, seducing the

people, giving out that he was some greal one ; to

whom they all gave ear, saying, This man is the

•great power of Ood. For he had for a long time be-

ivitched them with his sorceries. But when they had
t)elieved Philip preaching o( the kingdom of God, in the

name of Jesus Christ, ihey were baptized both me*
and women. Then Simon himself believed also : and
being baptized, he continued with Philip ; and was
astonished, saying the signs and exceeding great mira-

cles vAach were done.
*' Now when the apostles that were in Jerusalem

had heard that Samaria had received the word of God,

they sent to them Peter and John ; who when they

were come, prayed for them that they might receive

the Holy Ghost : for he was not as yet come upon

any ofthem ; but they were only baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands upon

them, and they received the Holy Ghost.
*' When Simon saw, that by the laying on of the
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to

hands of the apostles, the Holy Ghost was given, he

offered thctn iioney, saying, Give me also this power^

that on whomsoever I shall lay my hands, he nnay re*

ceive the holy Ghost. But Peter said to hiin^ The
money peri:ih with thee : because thou hast thought

that the gift of God may be purchased with money.

Thou hast no part nor lot in this matter. For thy

heart is not right in the sight of God. Be penitent

therefore for this thy wickedness, and pray to God, if

perhaps this thought of thy heart may be forgiven

thee. For I see thou art in the gall of bitterness, and

the bonds of iniquity. Then Simun answering and

said. Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these

things which ye have spoken come upon me.
<< And they indeed having testified And preached the

word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, after having

g
reached the gospel in many places ofthe Samaritans,

•ut an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip to go towanis

the south, to the way that leads from Jerusalem to

Gaza. And behold a man of Ethiopia, a Eunuch of

great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethio-

pians, who was over all her treasures, and had come
to worship in Jerusalem, was returning that way in

his chariot ; and was reading the prophet Isaias. And
the Spirit said to Philip, Go near, and join thyself to

this chariot. A^td Philip running up, heard him read-

ing the prophet Isaias. And he said, Dost thou think

thou understandest what thou readest ? He said. And
how can I, except some men shew m'el And he de-

sired that Philip should come up, and sit with him.

Now the place of the scripture, which he was reading,

was this. He was led as sheep to the slaughter, &c.

And the Eunuch said to Philip, Of whr^m, I beseech

thee, doth the prophet speak this? Of himself, or of

floipe other man? Then Philip opened his mouth, and
17#
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beginning at this scripture, preached to him Jesus..

And as they went on their way, they came to a cer^

lain water ; and the Eunuch said, Here is water, what
doth hinder me from being baptized? And Philip said.

If thou believest with all thy heart, thou n\ayest, And
he answering said, I believe that Jesus Christ is ihe

Son of God. And he commanded lhe42hariot to stand

still : ^nd they went down in the water, both Philip

and the Cunuch, and he baptized him. And when
they were come out of the water, the Spirit of the

Lord took away Philip, and the Eunuch saw him no

more. And he wient on his way rejoicing. But
Philip was found in Azotus; and passing through, he

preached the gospel to all the cities till he came to

Caesarea."

Chap. VIII.

—

The Conversion of SauL Acts, ix,.

and XXvi,

"CJAUL, yet breathing out threatening?} and sL'Ugh-

CT ter against the disciples of the Lord, went to the

high priest, and asked of him letters to Damascus to

the synagogues ; that if he found any men or women
of this way, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

Now when he drevv nigh to Damascus, at mid-day,

suddenly a light from heaven, above the brightness t)f

the sun, (in which he saw the Lord Jesui?,) shone

round about him, and them that were in company
with him. And they all fell to the ground. And he

heard a voice saying to him in the Hebrew tor gue,

Saul, Saul, why perj^ecutest thou me? It is hard for

thee to kick against the goad. And he said, Who
art thou, Lord] And the Lord answered, I am Jesus,

whom thou persecutest. But rise up, and stand upon

thy feet ; for to this end have I appeared to thee, that

I may make thee a minister and witness ofthose thingt
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in which I will appear to thee ; delivering thee from

the people, and from the nations, to which I now
ssend thee, to open their fiyes, that they may he con-

verted from darkness into light, and from the power ot

Satan to God.; that they may receive forgiveness of

their sins, and a lot amongst the saints, by the faith

that is in me. Acts, xxvi.

"Then trembling and astonished he said, Lord

what wilt thou have me to dot And the Lord said to

him, Arise, and go into the city, and there it shall be

told thee what thou must do. Now the men that were

in company with him stood astonished, heiiring indeed

a voice, (which they understood not,) but seeing no
man. And Saul arose from the ground ; and when
his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. But they

leading him by the hand, brought him to Damascus,
and he was thrte days without sight, and he did

neither eat nor drink.

"Now there was at Demascus a disciple named
Ananias, whom the Lord in a vision directed to go to

the street that was called Strait ; and there in the

house of Judas, to seek for Saul of Tarsus : for behold

he prayeth. Ananias answered. Lord, I have heard

by many ofthis man, how great evils he hath done to

thy saints in Jerusalem : and here he hath authority

from ihe chief priests, to bind all that invoke thy name.
And the Lord t^aid to him,,Go; for this man is to me
a ves^sel of election, to carry my name before the Gen-
tiles and kings, and the children of Israel. For I will

shew him how great things he must suffer for my
name's sake. And Ananias went his way and en-

tered into the house, and laying his hands upon him,

he said. Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus hath sent me,
he that appeared to thee in the way that thou comest,

that thoii mayest receive thy sight, and be filled with
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the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from
hia eyes as it were scales, and he received his sight..

And Ananias said to him, Acts, xxii, The God ofour
fathers hnth pre-ordained thee, that thou shouldstknovv

his will, and see the Just One, and shouidst hear the

voice from his mouth. For thou shalt be his witness

to all men of those things which thou hast seen and-

heard. And now why tarriest thou f Rise up, and be

baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling upon hiSr

name.

"Then Saul rising ,uj), was baptized: and when he

had taken meat he was strengthened. And he was
with the disciples that were at Damascus for some
days. And immediately he preached Jesus in the

synagogues, that he is the Son of God. And all that

heard him were astonis^hed, and said. Is not this he
who persecuted in Jerusalem, tho^'e jhat called upon
his name ; and came hither for that intent, that he

might carry them bound to the chiefpriests ? But Saul

increased much more in strength, and confounded the

Jews who dwelt in Damascus, affirming indeed, that

this is the Christ.

*^ After many days the Jews consulted together to

kill him ; and they watched the gates of the city day
and night. But the disciples, taking him in the night,

conveyed him away by the wall, letting him down in

a basket. And when he was come to Jerusalem, the

disciples there being afraid of him, he was introduced

by Barnabas to the apostles Peterand James, and was
with them dealing confidently in the name of the

Lord. He disputed also with the Grecians: but they

sought his life. At which time, as he tells us, Acts^

xiii, praying in the temple, he was in an extasy or

trance ; and saw our Lord, saying to him, Make haste,

and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem; because they
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Will not receive thy ^ ^mony concerning me. But
to the Gentiles afar ud will I send thee. So the>

brethren brought him down to Gsesarea, and sent hinoi

away to Tarsus, his native city.'*

Chap. IX,—Peter mth the Churches, His Mira^
cUs. Acts, ix.

"TV^W the Church had peace throughout all Judea
1^ and Galilee, and Samaria, and was edified,

walking in the fear of the Lord, and was filled with

the consolation of the Holy Ghost. And it came to*

pass, that Peter, as he passed through visiting all, came
to the saints who dwelt in Lydda. And he found

there a certain man named Eneas, who was a paraly-

tic, and had kept his bed for eight years. And Peter

said to him, Eneas, the Lord Jesus Christ healeth thee.

Arise and make thy bed. And immediately he arose.

And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saran saw him ; and
they were converted to the Lord.

^ And in Joppe there was a certain disciple named
Tabitha, or Dorcas, one full of good works and alms
which she did. And it came to pass, in those days,

that she fell sick and died. And when they had wash-^

ed her, they laid her in an upper chamber. And for->

asmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppe, and the disciples

had heard that Peter was there, they sent to him two
men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to

them. And Peter rising up, went with them. And
when he was come, they brought him into the upper
chamber : and all the widows stood about him weep-
ing; and shewed him the coats and garments which
Dorcas had made for them. Then they all being put

forth, Peter kneeling down prayed, and turning to the

body, he said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her

eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. And giving her
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his hand, he lilted her up. And when he had called

'

the saints aud the widows, he presentei her alive.

—

And this was made known through all *Joppe ; and
many believed in the Lord. And Peter abode there

many days with one Simon a taniier."

Chap. X.

—

Peter opens the Gates of the Church to the

Gentiles, Acts, x.

*'"MJOW there was in Csesarea, a certain man nam-
X^ ed Cornelius, a centurion of that which is call-

ed the Italian band, a religious man, and one that fear-

ed God with all his house, who gave mnch alms to

the people, and prayed to God always. This man
saw in a vision manifestly, about the ninth hour of

the day, an angel of God coming to him, and saying

to him, Cornelius, thy prayers and thy alms are come
up for a memorial before God. And now send men
to Joppe, and call hither one Simon, surnamed Peter,

,

.who lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is

by the sea ^de. He shall tell thee what thou must

do. And when the angel was departed, he called two

of his household servants, and a soldier who feared tha

Lord, of thc^m that were under him, and when he had

related all to them, he sent them to Joppe.
*' Now on the next day, whilst they were going on

their journey, and drawing nigh to the city, Peter went

up to the house top to pray, about the sixth hour

;

and being hungry, he was desirous of tasting some-

what. And as they were preparing, he fell into an

extacy. of mind ; and he saw heaven opened, and a

certam vessel descending, as it were a great sheet let

down by the four corners from heaven to the earth,

wherein were all manner of four-footed beasts, and

creeping things of the earth, and fowls of the air.

And there came a voice to him saying, Rise, Peter,
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' kill and cat. But Peter said, Far be it from me,
Lord ; for I ha\ e never eaten any thing that is com-
mon or unclean. And the voice spoke to him again,

saying, That which God hath cleansed, do not thoii

call common. Now this was done thrice ; and pre-

sently the vessel was tnken up again into heaven.

And whilst Peter was doubting within himself what
-Ibis vision should mean, behold the men who were
sent from Cornelius, enquiring for Simon's house,

stood at the gate. And they asked if Simon, surnam-

•ed* Peter, lodged there 1 And the spirit said to Peter,

Behold, three men seek thee : Arise, therefore', get

thee down, and go with them, nothing doubting, for I

have sent them. Then Peter going down to the men
^aid. Behold, I am he whom ye seek ; what is the

cause for which you are come ? And they said, Cor-

nelius, a centurion, a just man, and one that feareth

God, and that hath good testimony from all the nation

of the Jews, received an order from an holy angel to

«end for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee.

Then bringing them in he lodged them. And the day
following he arose and went with them ; and some of

the brethren from Joppe accompanied him.
" The morrow after, he entered into Ctesarea. Ndw

Cornelius waited for them, and had called together hid

kinsmen and near friends. So when Peter was come
in, Cornelius came to meet him, and falling at his

feet worshipped him. But Peter lifted him up, say-

ing, Rise, T myself am also a man. And as he talk-

ed with him he went in, and found many that were
come together ; and he said to them, Ye know that it

is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew, to keep
company, or to come to one of another nation. But
God has shewed me that I should not call any man
common or unclean. Therefore I came to you with-



5104 YHE Vision of Cornelius.

out delay, when I was sent for ; and I desire to know
for what intent you have sent for me ?'

Then Cornelius related to him his vision, in conse-

quence of which he had sent to him ; and that they

were all there come together, to hear from him all

things which the Lord had commanded him. So Pe-
ter began and preached to them the Lord Jesus:
^^ How God anointed him with the Holy Ghost and
with power ; and how he went about doing good and
healing all that were oppressed by the devil ; for God
was with him. And we are witnesses, said he, of all

things that he did in the land of the Jews and Jerusa->

iem; whom they killed, hanging him upon a tree*

Him God raised up the third day, and gave him to be
made manifest, not to all the people, but to witnesses

pre-ordained by God, even to us, who did eat and
drink with him afler he rose again from the dead.

And he commanded us to preach to the people, and
to testify that it is he who is appointed by God to be
judge both of the living and of the dead. To him all

the prophets give testimony, that through his name,
ail who believe in him receive remission of sins.

" While Peter was yet speaking these words, the

Holy Ghost fell on all of them who heard the word.

And they that came with Peter were astonished, for

that the grace of the Holy Ghost was poured out upon
the Gentiles also, f^or they heard them speaking witb
tongues, and magnifying God. Then Peter said, Can^
any man forbid water, that these should not be bapti^

zed, who have received the Holy Ghost as well as

we? And he commanded them to bo baptized in the'

name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then they desired

him to tarry with them some days."

t ;



FARTHER PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH* 205

know

1 conse-

at they

him all

SoPe-
Jesus

:

lost and
»od and
for God
e, of all

Jerusa-

a tree«

m to be
dtnesses

eat and
e dead,

pie, and

»d to be
I him all

(^ name«
Ins.

Drds, the

le word,

shed, for

[)ut upon
:ing withi

Slid, Can^

30 baptl--

well as

edin the'

J desired

CfiAF.XI.

—

Afarther Progress of the Church among
the Gentiles. Acts xi.

** TKTOW they who had been dispersed by the per-

X m secution that arose on the occasion of Ste-'

phen, went about as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and

Antioch, speaking the word to tione but the Jews.

But some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene,

who, when they were entered into Antioch, spoke al-

so to the Greeks, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the

band of the Lord was with them ; and a great number
believing, were converted to the Lord ; and the tidings

came to the ears of the church that was at Jerusalem.

And they sent Barnabas as far as Antioch ; who,
when he was come, and had seen the grace of God,

rejoiced. And he exhorted them all with purpose of

heart to continue in the Lord. For he was a good

man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith. And a

great multitude was added to the Lord.
^^ And Barnabas went to Tarsus to seek Saul ; and

when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch*

And they conversed therein the Church a whole
year ; and they taught a great multitude, so that at

Antioch the disciples were first named Christians,
** In those days there came prophets from Jerusa-

lem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabus,

rising up, signified by the Spirit, that there should be

a great famine over the whole world, which came to

pass under Claudius. And the disciples, every one

according to his ability, resolved to send relief to the

brethren who dwelt m Judea, which also they did,

sending it to the ancients by the hands of Barnabas
and Saul."

Chap. XI£.—Herod Jfgrippa persecides the Church*
*• A T the same time, Herod the king stretched forth

J^ his hind to afflict some of the church ; aDd he

18
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killed James the brother of John with the sword. An^
seeing it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further tu

take up Peter alsd. And when he had apprehended
him, he cast him into prison ; delivering him to four

files of soldiers to b^ kept, intending after the ^pasch
to bring him forth to tlue people. So Peter ^m' kept

in prison y but prater was made without ceasing by
the church ofGod foi^him*

** Now when Herod would have brought hiip forth,*

the same night Peter was sleeping between two sol-

diers, bound with chains ; and the keepers before the

door kept the prison. And behold an angel of the

Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the room ;<

and he striking Peter on the right side, raised him up,>

saying, Arise up quickly. And ihe chains fell off from

his hdnds ; and the angel said to him. Gird thyself, and
put on thy sandals. He did so. And he said to him,

Cast thy garment about thee and follow me. And go^

ing out$ he followed him : and he knew not that what^

wis done by the angel was tfue; but he thought he
saw a vision. And having passed through the first and
second ward, they came to the iron gate that leadeth

to the city, whiph of itself opened to them. And going'

out^ he passed on through one street, and immediately

th^ angel departed from him.
" And Peter coming to himself said. Now I know

ind^d, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath de-

livdi^d me out of the hand of Herod^ and from all |h^
expectation of the people of the Jews. And consider-

ing, j^e Came to the house of Mary, the mother ofJohn,

-

who was siirnamed Mark, where many were gathered

together, and praying ; and when be knocked at the

door, a damsel, whose name was HKode, csftiie to'

heairken : and as soon as she knew Peter's voice, sbd'

opened not the gate for joy, t)ut running in, she told
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ttmt Peter stood before the gate. But they said to her

thou^ ,mad : but she affirnted it was so. Then said

they, X^ j8 his angel ; but Peter continued knocking

;

and when they had opened, they Faw him, and were

astonished* But he beckoning to them with his band
to hold their peace, told them how the Lord bad
brought him out of prison; and he i«aid. Tell these

thij(ig94p James and to the brethren : and going out, he

went jtaanother place.

" Now when day was come, there was no small

stir amongst the soldiers, to know what was become of

Peter ; and when Herod had sought him, and found him
not, he ordered the keepers to be put to death.''

This prince did not long survive this pen^ecution
;

for going down to Csesarea, and there making an ora^

tion in his royal robes to the deputies of the Tyriana

and Sidoni^ns, whilst thjs people shouted out, It is the

voice of a God 9nd not of a man, he was struck by an
angel ofthe Lord, bepanicse he had jioX given the glory to

God ; and being eat up by worms, he gave upth? ghost.

But the word of God increased and multiplied*

Chap. X\lh—Saul and ^arnahas sent forth by the

Holy Ghost, They preach in Cyprus^ Pisidia and
Licaconia, Acts, xiii, xiv.

NOW there were in the church at Antioch, pro-

phets and teachers, among whom were Barna-

bas, and Simon Niger, and Lucius of Gyrene, and Ma-
nahen, who was foster brother of Herod tlie Tetrarch,

and Saul. And as they were ministering lo the Lord,

and fasting, the Holy Ghost said to them. Separate me
Saul and Barnabas, for the work whereunto 1 have
taken them. Then they fasting and praying, and im-

posing their hands upon them, sent them away. So
they? being sent by the JB^ly Ghost, went to Selo'jcia

;
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and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. Here they

preached the word of God in Salamis, the capital city ;

and having passed through the whole island, ihey

eame to Paphos.

Here Sergius PauUis, the proconsul or governor of

the country, a prudent man, sent for them, desiring

to hear the word of God. But Barjesus, a Jew, a false

prophet and magician, withstood them, seeking tQ

turn away the proconsul from the faith. Then Saul,

otherwise Paul, filled with the Holy Ghost, looking on
him, said, full of all guile and deceit, thou child of

the devil, and enemy of all justice, wilt thou not cease

to pervert the right ways of the Lord 1 and now behold

the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be
blind, not seeing the sun for a time. And immediately

there fell on him a mist and darkness, and he went
about seeking some one to lead him by the hand.

Then the proconsul, when he had seen what was done,,

believed, admiring the doctrine of the Lord.

From Paphos, Paul and his company sailed toPerge,

the capital city of Pamphilia ; and. from thence they

proceeded to Antioch, the capital city of Pisidia. In

this city they converted many Jews, but many more
Gentiles ; and the word of the Lord was published

through the whole country. But the unbelieving Jews
ceased not to persecute the apostles, till they drove

them out of their coasts ; but the disciples were filled

with joy and with the Holy Ghost.

From Antioch they travelled to Iconium, the chief

jcity of Lycaconia ; and here " they entered together

into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke that a
very great multitude both x)f the Jews and ©f the

Greeks did believe. But the unbelieving Jews stirred

up and incensed the minds of the Gentiles against the

brethren. They therefore abode there a long time, deal-
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ing confidently in ^he Lord, who gave testimony to the

word of his grace, granting niguM ond wonders to b^

done by their hands. A nd the muhitude of the city

was divided ^ and some of thoni held with the Jews,

and some with the apnsilcH. And when there was nn

assault made by the Gentiles, and by the Jbws with

their rulers, to u:$e them contunieliously, and to titone

them, they fled to Lystra, and Derbe, cities of Lycaco-

nia, and were there preaching the gospel, and in the

whole country round about.
^< Now there sat a certain man at Lystra, impoten

in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb,
who never had walked. This same heard Paul speak,

who, looking upon him, and perceiving that he bad
faith to be healed, said with a loud voice. Stand up
right on thy feet. And he leaped up and walked ; and
when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted

up their voice in the Lycaconian tongue, saying. The
Gods are come down to us in the likeness of men.
And they called Barnabas Jupiter ; and Paul Mercury,

because he was the chief speaker. The priest also of

Jupiter that was before the city, bringing oxen and
garlands before the gate, would have offered sacrifice

with the people ; which, when the apostles Barnabas

and Paul had heard, rending their clothes, they leaped

iQut among the people, crying out and saying, Te men,
why do ye these things ? we also are mortals, men
like uJDto you, preaching to you to be converted from

these vain things to the living God, who made heaven

and earth, &c. And saying these things, they scarce

restrained the people from sacrificing to them.
" Now there came to Lystra certain Jews from An-

tioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people ; and
having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, thinkmg

h\m to bo dead. But as the disciples stood round

18*
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about him, he rose up and entered into the city. And
the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.^-

And when they had preached the gospel to that oHy^

and had taught many, they returned again to Lystta^

and to Iconium, and to Antioch ofPisidia confirmmg

the souls ofthe disciples, and exhorting them to con-

tinue in the faith: and that we must through many
tribulations enter into the kingdom of God. And when
they had ordained priests in every church, and had
prayed with fasting, they recommended them to the

Lord iti whom they believed. And passing through

Pisidia, they came into Pamphilia, and having spoken

the word of the Lord in Perge, they went down to At-

talia: and thence they sailed to Antioch. And hav-

ing assembled the Church, they related what great

things God had done with them, and how he had

opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.

Chap. XIV.

—

The Cwmcil ofJerusalem. Paul visits

the Chunks ; and •carries the Faith into other Pro-

vinces, Acts, XV, xvii,

AT this time some of the sects of (he Pharisees,

who had come over to the faith maintained

against Paul and Barnabas, that the converted Gentiles

could not be saved, except they were circumcised,

and conformed themselves to the law of Moses. This

controversy gave occasion to the holding a general

council of the apostles and ancients at Jerusalem, in

which it was unanimously decreed, that no such bur-

then should be laid upon the faithful ; but only that

they should write to them, to abstain from things sa-

crificed to idols, and from blood, and from thin^

strangled, and from fornication.

These decrees were brought to Antioch by Paul and

Barnabas, with whom the council sent their two depu-
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lies, JvidM and Silas, leading men amongst tlie breth-

ren, with a synodical epistle addressed to the converts

of the Gentiles at Antrach, ar/^ in Syria and Cilicia

;

which epistle, when read to the multitude of tho faith*

ful, gave them grealt joy and consolation. Judas and
Silas being prophets themselves, comforted the brelh-

ren with many words, and confirmed them. And af-

ter they had spent some time there, Judas returned to

Jerusalem ; but it seemed good to Silas to remain at

Antioch.

After some days, Paul proposed io Barnabas that

they should return and visit the brethren in all Iha ci-

ties wherein they had preached the word of the Lord.

IBut upon some difference of sentiments, (with resard

^to the takiajr with them John Mark, who beforeliad

left them,) they separated one from the other. And
Barnabas taking Mark, sailed for Cyprus ; but Paiil

4^hose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the

^brethren to the grace of God. And he went through

Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches, and con-
manding them to keep the precepts of the apostleR and
fthe ancients. When he came to Derbe and Lystra,

he found there a disciple whose name was Timotl^
to whom the brethren that were at Lystra and Icbniiyim

'gave good testimony. Him PaUl took along wilk>'him

for the work of the ministry. And the churches in

those parts were strengthened in faith, and increased

injrrumber daily.

From hence the apostle carried the gospel into the

province!^ of Phrygia and Gaiktia. The particulars of
these expeditions are not recorded by St. Luke in the

Acts ; but the apostle himself has told us, with regard

to the Galatians, Gal. iv,that they received him as an
angel of God, even as Christ himself; and this with so

niiich afl^ction, that if it could have been don^/thtij '
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would even have plucked out their own eye% and
would have given them to hiro. Some Jewish teach-

ers sought afterwards to hring them under the law of
Moses, and to persuade them to he circumcised

;

which waa the occasion of St. Paul's writing his epis-

tles to the churches ofGalatia ; and by which they werfr

set right in this matter, and taught to stand in their

Christian liberty^

After the preachers had gone through Phrygia and
Galatia, and were forbidden by the Holy Ghost to

preach the word in Asia Minor, they came into Mysia.
And when they were there, they attempted to go into

Bithynia ; but the spirit of Jesus sufTerred them not.

So passing" through Mysia, they went down to Troas :

and here a vision was shewed to Paul in the night, by
which be was invited to pass over into Macedonia,
and to help them there.

To follow thi» divine call, they sailed from Troas,

having Luke in t^eir company, and landed at Philippi,

the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a Roman
colony. Here by their preaching they laid the foun-

dation of that flourishing church, to whkhthe apostles

gives such great encomiums, in th« epistle he after-

wards wrote to them, when he was in bands at Rome.
But here, as almost every where else, they met with

afflictions and persecutions rand this upon the follow-

ing occasion :—" As he went out to prayers, says St.

Luke, Acts, xvi., a certain damsel, possessed with a
spirit of divination, or pretending to tell fortunes, which
brought her masters much gain, followed Paul and u%
crying out. These men are the servants of the most

High God, who shew you the way to salvation. And
this she did many days, till Peter being grieved, turned

and said unto the spirit, I command thee in the name
of Jpiiji Chriftt^ go out from her ; and he. yrpnt out
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the same hour. But her masters seeii^ thai the hope
of their gain was gone, apprehended ^ul and Silas,

and brought them to the magistrates, saying, These
men disturb ourdty, being Jews, and preach a fashibn

which it is not lawful for us to receive nor observe,

being Romans. And the multitude rose up together

against them, and the magistrates, rending, off their

clothes, commanded them to be beaten with rods. And
when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast

ihem into prison, charging the gaoler to keep them
safely ; who, having received such a charge, shut them
into the inner prison, and made their feet fhst in the

stocks.
^' At midnight Paul and Silas prayed and sung prais-

es to God, and the prisoners ^heard them. And sud-

denly there was a great earthquake, so that the foun-

dations of the prison were shaken. And presently all

the doors were opened, and every one's bands were
loosed. And the keeper of the prison awaking, and
seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword, and
would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners

were all fled. But Paul cried out with a loud voice^

Do thyself no harm, for we are all here. Then call-*

ing for a light, he went in, and trembl^n^ fell down at

ihe feet of Paul and Silas. And bringing them out,

he said. Masters, what must I do that I may be saved ?

They said, Believe in the Lord Jesus, and thou ehalt

be saved, and thy house also. Then he took them the

same hour, and washed their stripes. And they spoke

the word of the Lord to him, and to all that were in

the house : and himself was baptized, and all his

house immediately. And when he had brought them
into his own house, he laid the table for them, and re-

joiced with all his house, believing God.
^* And when it was day, the magistrates sent the
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perjeants, saying, Let these men go. And the keeper
ofthe prison told Paul. B^t he said, They have heat-

en us puhiicly uncondemped, men that are Bomans,
and have cast us into prjsoin ; and now do they thrust

us out ,privately 1 Not so : but let them come and fetph

U3 out themselves. And the servants told these words
to the magistrates] and they were afraid hearing that

they were j^ntaps. And they came and besought
them ; an4 bringing them out, they desired them to 4p-
pput putpf. the city." Sp they coming put pftfte

prison, after they had seen and comforted the brethjppn)

WAQtto Thessolpnica,

C^AP. XV.

—

Paid preacheiS to the Thessolonians

pereans^ Athenians^ and Corinthians, Acts, xvli,

3jvi)i.

AT Thessolonica they found a synagogue of the

Jews. And Paul, according to his custom, went
|n to them; and for three sabbath days he reasoned

with them out of the scriptures, proving to them, that

the Messiah was to suffer, and to rise again from the

dead the third day ; and that this was Jesus Christ

whom he preached. And eomp of thefp Relieved, and
were associated with Paul and Silss? Qnd of those that

were worshippers of Gods, and of tl^e Gentiles h great

multitude ; ai)d ofwomen of note not a fewr ]Butthe

unbelieving Jews raised such a persecution against

them ; charging thbn^ with treason agai^ist Paesar in

preaching up another king, viz : the Lord Jesys ; that

the brethren were obliged to send away Papl and Silas

by night to Berea. »

When they were come thither, they went into the

.synagogue of the Jews. Now these werc more noble

than those at Thessolonica : and they received the

Iford \^ith all eagemeiss; daily searching the scripture.
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(to find biit and examine the texts alledgedby Paul) to

Bee whether the things were so. And many of them
believed, and of honourable women which were Gen-
tiles, and of men not a few. But \v'hen the Jews of

^hesfiolonica had knowledge that the word of God
was preached by Paul at Berea, they came thitlier

also, and stirred up the people. "Then the brethren

immediately sent away Paul : but Silas and 'Timothy

remained there.

They that conducted Paul brought him as far ieis

Athens ; where hid spirit was ^tirred up within himj^

seeing the city wholly given (o idolatry. He. disputea

therefoi^ in the synagogue with the Jews, and wltb

them that served God, and in the market place every

day with them that were there. And certain philoso-

phers of the Epicureans and of the Stoies disputeid

with. him: and some saidy What is it thafthis babbler

would say 1 But others. He seemeth to be a setter

forth of new gods ; because he preached to them Jesus

and the resurrection. And taking him, they brought

him to Areopagus, in the great judgment hall, to give

an account there of his new doctrine. Here the apos-

tle, taking occasion from an inscription to be seen upon
one of their alters. To the unknown God, preached
to them the true and living God, whom they knew not^

the great Creator of all things, in whom we live^ moye>
and be ; declaring to theih the vanity of their idol ^

and that God now called upon all men to repent, haV'^

ing appointed a day ofjudgment to come ; and a great

Judge, even his Son, the man Jesus Christy tvhom. h»
had raised from the dead.

When he mentioned the resurrd&tion ofthedead>
tome indeed mocked ;but bthers said. We will hear
thee again concerning ibis matter. So Paul went
out from among them. But certain men adhered to
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biiti, and believed ; among whom was also Dionysiasy

the Arcopagitej and a woman named Damans, and
others with them.

From Athens Paul went to Gorioth, the capital city

of Greece, and there >odged with Aquiia and Priscilk,

Christian Jews, whcf were lately come away from

Rome, because Claudius had banished all the Jews
from thence. Here he reasoned in the synagogue

every sabbath-day, and persuaded the Jews and

Greeks. And when Silas and Timothy were come
to him to Macedonia, he was more earnest in preach-^

ingand testifying to Uie Jews, that Jestis is the Christ.^

But they gainsaying and blaspheming, he shook his

garments, and said to them. Your blood be upon your

own heads ; I am clean ; and from henceforth I will!

goto*^ Gentiles.

So departing thence, he entered into the house of

Titus Justus, a worshipper of God, whose house joined

to the synagogue. But Crispus, the ruler of the syn-

agogue, believed in tbo Lord with all his house ; and

many of the Corinthians hearing, believed and were
Baptized. And the Lord said to Paul in the night by

a vision^ Do not fear, but speak, and hold not thy

peaces Fecause I am with thee, and no man shell

niirt theei Ibr I have much people in this city. And
be staid there a year and six months, teaching the

wordt)f God among them.

Chxp, XVh-^Paut preaches^ to (he EphesianSy Sfc,

•^polios goes fy Corinth. Acts, xviii, xix.

AFTER ibis, Paul taking with him Aquiia and

Priscilla, sailed to Ephesus, the chief city of

*A«ia Minor, and left them there. But he himself en-

tering into, the synagogue, reasoned with the Jews;

and when they desired him to tarry a longer time with
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them, he consented not; but took his leave, saying, I

will return to you again, God willing. Departing from

Ephesus, he sailed to Csesarea, and went up to Jeru-

salem, and saluted the Church. And so came down
to Antioch ; where he made some stay. Then after

going through the country of Gaiatia and Phrygia in

order, and confirming all his disciples, he came atlength

to Ephesus. , Here he found certain disciples ; and in^

quired of them, whether they had received the Holy
Ghost, since they believed ? But they said to him, We
have not so much as heard whether there be a Holy
Ghost. And he said. In what tlien were you baptizedl

They said. In John's baptism.

Then Paul said, John baptized the people with the

baptism of penance, saying. That they should believe

in him, who was to come after him, that is to say, in

Jesus. Having heard these things they were baptized

in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had
imposed his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came
upon them, and they spoke with tongues, and prophe-

sied. Now they were in all about twelve men.
But before Paul was come to Ephesus, diere came

thither a certain Jew named Apollos, a native of Alex-

andria, an eloquent man, and one mighty in the scrip-

tures. This man was instructed in the way of the

Lord ; and being fervent in spirit, spoke and taught

diligently the things that are of the Lord Jesus, know-
ing only the baptism of John. This man therefore be-

gan to speak boldly in the synagogue. Whom when
Priscilla and Aquila had heard, they took him to them,

and expounded to him the way of the Lord more dili-

gently. And whereas he was desirous to go to Achaia,

the brethren wrote to the disciples to receive him.

Who when he was come to Corinth, helpAed them much
who had believed. For with much vigour he eon-

19
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ill*

Vine^tfae JeW» publicly, shewing by the Bcriptures,

Ihftt Jesus is the Christ.

But DOW Paul being come to Ephesus, for the space

of three months, he spoke boldly in the synagogue, dis-

puting and persuading the things concerning the king-

dom of God. But when some were hardened, and be-

lieved not, but spoke evil of the way of the Lord before

the multitude, he departed from them, and separated

the disciples ; disputing daily in the school of one Ty-
rannus. And this continued for the space of two
years ; so that all they who dwelt in Asia heard the

ivord of the Lord, both Jews and Gentiles. And God
wrought miracles by the hands of Paul. So that even

there were brought handkerchiefs or aprons from his

body to the sick ; and the diseases departed from them,

and the wicked spirits went out from them.

Now some also of the Jewish exorcists that went
about, attempted to invoke over them that had evil

spirits, the name of the Lord Jesus ; saying, I adjure

you by Jesus, whom Paul preacheth. A nd there were
seven men, sons of Sceva, a Jew, a chief priest, that

did this. But the evil spirit answering, said to them,

Jesus I know, and Paul I know: but who are you?
And the man in whom the evil spirit was, leaping

upon them, and mastering them, forced them to flee

bounded and naked out of that house. And this was
known to all the Jews and Gentiles that dwelt at

Ephesus ; and fear fell upon them all ; and the name
of the Lord Jesus was magnified. And many of the

believers came confessing, and declari] g their deeds.

And many of them that had folloV^^ed curious arts,,

brotight their books together, and burnt them before all

:

and counting the price ofthem, they found the money
to be fifty thousand pieces of silver : so mightily grew

the wdxd of 6od> and was strengthened both in the
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city of Ephesus, and in all the provinces of Aeim
Minor.

In the mean time the envy and malice ofdevils and
men ceased not to raise violent persecutioDs against

the apostles, (as he declares, 1 Cor. xv, 31, 32, and
2 Cor. i, 8, 9,) till upon occasion of the tumult ofthe

silversmiths, he took his leave of EphesuB, and set for*

ward to go into Macedonia.

Chap. XVII.

—

PauVs Labours and Sufferings*

fllHE apostle went from Ephesus to Troas, for the
JL ' gospel of Christ, 2 Cor. ii. 12, &c., where 4
door wlis opened to him in the Lord. But as he did

not find Titus his brother, whom he expected from

Corinth, he had no rest in his spirit ; but bidding them
farewell, he went from thence to Macedonia. How-
ever he gives God thanks, that to every place where
he came, he caused him to triumph in Jesus Chrif^

and made manifest the sweet odour of his knowledge

by him, to his own greater glory, and the salvation c^

souls. But as the labours of the apostles every where
produced great fruit, so were they every where re-

warded with tribulations and persecutions. And thus

when he had left Ephesus, (where he says he had
fought against beasts, was pressedout ofmeasure above
his strength, and died every day,) and was to come to

Macedonia ;
^' pur flesh, says he, 2 Cor. vii, still had

no rest, but we suffered all tribulation; combats with**

out, fears within."

In the eleventh chapter of the same epistle he gives

a short account of the sufferings he every where met
with, << in labours, prisons, stripes above measure, &c.
Of the Jews, saith he, I five times received forty stripes

save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods ; once I

v^s stoned ; thrice I suffered shipwreck ; a night aild
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^m

a day I was in the depth of the sea. In journeying

often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, iii perils

from my own nation, in perils from the Gentiles, in

berils in the city, in perils in the wilderncFS, in perils

m the sea, in perils from false brethren. In labom^
and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastins^ often, in cold and nakednei^s ; besides

those things that are without ; my daily instance, or

what presses upon me daily, my solicitude for all the

churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak ? Who
is scandalized, and I am not on fire ? &c. So he,

long before his course of sufferings was come near its

end.
•

In Macedonia the apostle was not idle, but wealc

over those parts, visiting all the churches, and exhort-

ing them with many words ; and then he came into

Achaia, where he spent three months at Corinth, in

his accustomed exercises. From Corinth he wrote

his epistle to the Romans; whose faith he says, was
spoken of in the whole world. He tells them, he had
long desired to see them ; but had been kept away from

them till now, by his labours in the eastern countries

;

where, by the virtue of signs and wonders in the Holy
Ghost, he had replenished the gospel of Christ, from

Jerusalem round about as far as to Illyricum. But

that now having no more place in those countries, and

having had a great desire these many years past to

come to them, he hoped by the will of God to see them
in his way to Spain, and to make some stay with

them : knowing, as he says, that he should come to

them in the abundance of the blessing of the gospel of

Christ: "But now," says he, "I shall go to Jerusa-

lem^ to minister to the saints. For it hath pleased them
ofMacedonia and Achaia, to make a contribution for

the poor among the saints that are in Jerusalem, &e.
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Paul's joitrmit to isrusaubx. 8tl

When, therefore, I shall have accomplished 1h!% and
consigned to them this fruit, I will come by yoil into

Spain." Rom. xv.

He concludes this epistle with a number of saluta-

tions ; by which it appears there was a very numerous
and flourishing Church at Rome, long before St. Paul
came thither ; and among them, some that bad ben
Christians before the apostle himself. Bom. xvi. 7.

Chap. XVHI.—Vaul^a Jourmy to JenmUm*
Acts, XX, xxi.

PROM Corinth, Paul to avoid the danger from the

Jews, who laid in wait for him as he wae
about to sail into Syria, returned into Macedonia. And
from thence he sailed to Troas with Luke in bis coia-

pany ; where he abode, says the holy writery seven

days. ^' And on the first day of the week (the Loid^e

day,) when we were assembled to break bread, Paul

discoursed with them, being to depart on the monowy
and he continued his speech until midnight. And there

was a great number oflamps in the upper ohamb^
where we were assembled. Now a certain youth,

named Eutychus, sitting in the window, being oppiess-

ed with a deep sleep, (as Paul was long preao^ng,)

by occasion of his sleep fell from the (bird loft down,
and was taken up dead. Then Paul went down to

him, and laid himself upon him ; and embracing hUn,
he said. Be not troubled, for his soul is in him. Then
going up, and breaking bread and fasting, he continued

to talk a long time to them until day-light, and so de-

parted. And they brought the youth cdive, and wofO
not a little comforted.

'^ Then Paul going aboard the ship, sailed to Miletup

;

and from thence sending to Ephesus, he called to bi9i

the ancients of the Church, and made ^ tbem tf>9 f<?4-

19«
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lowing discourse. <' You know from the first day thdrt

I came into Asia, in what manner I have been with

you for all the time ; serving the Lord with all humility,

and with tears, and temptations, which befell me by
the conspiracies of the Jews. How 1 have kept back

nothing Uiat was profitable to you, but have preached

it to you, and taught you publicly, and from house to

house ; testifying both to Jews and Gentiles, penance
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ And
now, behold, I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem

;

not knowing the things that shall befall me there : save

that the Holy Ghost in every city witnesseth to me,
.saying. That bands and afflictions wait forme in Jeru-

-ealem. But I fear none of these things ; neither do I

«ount my life more precious than myself, so that 1

may consummate my course, and the ministry of the

ivorj, which I have received from the Lord Jesus, to

testify the gospel of the grace of God.
** And now, behold, T know that all you, among

whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God,

shall see my face no more. Wherefore I take you to

witness this day, that I am clear from the blood of all

men. For I have not spared to declare to you all the

counsel of God. Take heed to yourselves, and to the

whole flock, wherein the Holy Ghost hath placed you
bishops to rule the Church of God, which he hath pur-

chased with his own blood. I know that after my
departure, ravening wolves will enter in among you,

not sparing the flock. And of your own selves shall

arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away dis-

ciples after them. Therefore watch, keeping in mem-
ory, that for three years I ceased not with tears to ad-

monish every one of you night and day. And now I

commend you to God, and to the word of his grace,

-who is able to build up, and to give an inheritance a-
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tnong all the sanctified. I have not coveted any nian'a

silver or gold, or apparel, as you yourselves know ; for

such things as were needful for me, and for.them that

are with me, these hands have furnished. I have
shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought

to support the weak, and to remember the word of the

Lord Jesus, how he said, It is a more blessed thing to

give than to receive.

"And when he had said these things, kneeling

down, he prayed with them all. And there was much
weeping among them all ; and falling on the neck of

Paul they kissed him, being grieved most of all for the

word which he had said ; that they should see his face

no more. And they brought him on his way to the

ship«

" From thence Paul sailed into Syria, and came to

Tyre ; where he tarried seven days with his disciples

;

who said to him, through the Spirit, that he should not

go up to Jerusalem. Then departing we went forward

,

says St. Luke, they all bringing us on our way, with

their wives and childi'en, till we were out of the city;

and we kneeled down on the shore, and we prayed.

And when we had bid one another farewell, we took

ship, and came to Ptolemais ; and saluting the brethren,

we abode one day with them. And the next day de-

parting we came ta Cresarea. And entering into the

house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the

seven first deacons, we abode with him. And he had
four daughters, virgins, who did prophesy. And there

came from Judea, while we were there, the prophet

Agabus ; who took Paul's girdle, and binding his feet

and hands, he said. Thus saith the Holy Ghost, The
man whose girdle this is, the Jews shall bind in this

manner at Jerusalem, and shall deliver him into the

feands of the Gentiles. And when we had heard this.
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both we, and they that were of that place, desired hiniy

that we would not go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul

answering and said, What do you mean, weeping, and
afflicting my heart ? For I am ready not only to be

bound, but to die also in Jerusalem, for the name of

the Lord Jesus. And when we could not persuade

him, we ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done.

So we went up with him to Jerusalem ; where the

brethren received him gladly."

Chap. XIX.

—

PauVs apprehension and imprisonment.
He defends himself before Felix and Festus^ the

Governors, Acts xxi, &c.

AFTER some days, when Paul was in the tem-

ple, certain Jews of Asia seeing him there,

stirred up all the people, and laid hands upon him,

crying out. Men of Israel, help : This is the man that

teaches all men every where against the people and
the law, and this place : and moreover hath brought in

Gentiles into the temple, and hath violated this holy

place. For they had seen Trophimus, the Ephisian,

m the city with him, whom they supposed that Paul

had brought into the temple. And the whole city was
in an uproar ; and the people ran together. And
taking Paul, they drew him out of the temple. And
as they went about to kill him, it was told the tribune

who commanded the troops in the castle, that all Je-

rusalem was in confusion. Who forthwith taking

with him soldiers and centurions, ran down to them.

An when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they

left off beating Paul.

Then the tribunal took him, and commanded him
to be bound with two chains ; and demanded who he

was and what he had done. And some cried out one

thing, gome another. And when he could not know
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the certainty for the multitude, he commanded him to

be carried into the cnstle by the soldiers ; and the peo-

ple following after and crj'ing, Away with him.

When he was upon the stairs, he asked leave of the

tribune that ho might speak to the people ; and bec-

koning them to be silent, he gave them an account, in

their own tongue, of his education among them, of

his zeal for the law, of his persecuting the christians,

and of his wonderful conversion ; all which they heard

quietly, till he mentioned his being sent by the Lord
to the Gentiles afar off. But then they cried out.

Away with such a one from the earth : for it is not fit

that he should live. And as they drew off their gar-

ments, and cast dust into the tir, the tribune com-
manded him to be brought into the cas^tle and to be

scourged, and tortured, in order to know for what
cause they cried out in this manner against him. But
Paul telling him that he was a Roman, escaped this

scourging.

The next day the ro ncil being assembled, the

tribune brought forth Paul, and i?et him before them

;

where Paul maintained liis innocence in such a man-
ner as to bring over so' lo of the Pharisees to his sidie

:

upon which such a cnssention arose, and the tribune

fearing lest Paul sho\ild be pulled to pieces by them,

commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take him
by force from among them, and to bring him into the

castle.

The night following the Lord stood by him, and
said. Be constant ; for as thou hast testified of me in

Jerusalem, so must thou also bear witness at Rome.
Now when it was day, more than forty of the Jews
gathered together, and bound themselves vrith an oath,

that they would neither eat nor drink till they had kil-

led Paul. Of which when the tribune had been in-
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formed, he sent away Paul by night, guarded by a
detachment of soldiers, to Felix the Governor at Csb-

sarea ; and gave notice to his accusers that they should

go down and plead before the Governor.

After five days Ananias the high priest, with some
others of the ancients, going down, accused Paul be-

fore the Governor, of raising seditions among the Jews
throughout the world, and of being the author of the

sedition of the sect, as they called it, of the Nazarenes

;

and that he had also gone about to profane ihe temple

:

complaining withal of Lysias the tribune, for having

violently taken him out of their hands, when they

would have judged him according to their law. But
Paul answering maintained his innocence, as to all

that they alledged against him
;
professing at the same

time his faith in Christ, his belief of the scriptures,

and of a resurrection and judgment to come ; in ex-

pectation of which he studied always to have a con-

science void of offence towards God and towards man.
Felix having heard both sides, put them off, say-

ing, When Lysias the tribune shall come down, I will

hear you. And he commanded a centurion to keep
Paul, and to let him be easy, and not to forbid any of

his friends to minister to him. And after some days,

Felix came with Drusilla his wife, who was a Jewess,

and sent for Paul, and heard of him the faith that is in

Jesus Christ. And as he treated of justice, and of

Chastity, and of the judgment to come, Felix being

terrified, answered. For the present go thy way ; but

when I have a convenient time I will send for thee.

The unhappy man took no further notice of this

grace, but hoping that money would be given him by

Paul, kept him still prisoner, till at* the end of two

years, he was succeeded in the governmentby Porcius

Festus. The Jews immediately applied to the nevv
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Governor, desiring that Paul might be brought to Je-

rusalem, with a design to kill him in the way. Fes-

lus answered, that Paul was kept in Csesarea ; and
that he himself would very shortly depart thither ; and
therefore they might go down with him, and accuse

him there. And when he had tarried with them no
more then eight or ten days, he went down to Caesarea,

and the next day he sat in )he judgment seat, and
commanded Paul to be brought. And when he was
brought, the Jews that were come down from Jerusa-

lem stood about him, objecting many and grievous ac-

cusations, which they could not prove : while Paul

answered for himself. Neither against the law of the

Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Cffisar, have

I offended in any thing. But Festus willing to do the

Jews pleasure, said to Paul, Wilt thou go up to Jeru-

salem and there be judged of these things before me 1

Paul answered, I ^tand at Csesar's judgment-seat,

where I, as being a Roman, ought to be judged. To
the Jews, I have done no injury, as thou very well

knowest ; and flierefore no man may deliver me to

them : I appeal to Ccesar. Then Festus, after he had
conferred with the Council, answered, Hast thou ap-

pealed to CjEsar 1 To Caesar thou shalt go.

After some days King Agrippa came down to Cas-

sarea, to salute Festus. And while he was there, the

Governor having told him of Paul, he was desirous to

hear him. So on the next day, when the king and
his sister were come vs^ith great pomp, and had enter-

ed into the hall of audience, with the tribunes and
principal men of the city, at the commandment of

Festus, Paul was brought forth ; who addressing him-

self to the king, gave him an account of his life, and
in particular of his conversion and njiraculous call to

the Christian faith \ and how in consequence of thi^
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call, he had preached Christ both to the Jews and

Gentiles ; teaching no other things than what Mosea
and the prophets had foretold, viz., that Christ should

suffer, and should be the first that should rise from the

dead, and should shew light to tlie people and to the

Gentiles, &c.

Now as he was speaking these things, Festus, who
was a heathen and a stranger to the scriptures, cried

out, " Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning

doth make thee mad. But Paul said, I am not mad
most excellent Festus: but I speak words of truth and

soberness. For the king knowest of these things, to

whom also I speak with confidence. For I am per-

suaded that none of these things are hidden from him.

For neither were any of these things done in a corner.

Believest thou the prophets, King Agrippa 1 I know
that thou believest. Then Agrippa said to Paul, in a

little thou persuadest me to be a christian. And Paul

said, I would to God, that both in little and in much,

not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, should

become such as I also am, except these bands."

Chap. XX.

—

Vaul is shipwrecked in his way to

Rome, His arrival andpreaching there ; his Im-

prisonment ; his glorious Martyrdom, Acts, xxvii,

xxviii. -
s

WHEN it was determined that Paul should sail

into Italy, he was delivered, with other prison-

ers, to a centurion named Julius, and put on board a

ship of Adrumetum ; Aristarchus the Macedonian and

Luke being in the company. When they arrived at

Myra in Lycia, they found there ft ship of Alexpiidria

saihng into Italy, into which the centurion removed

the prisoners. From hence they sailed to Crete, with

a design to winter in one of the havens of that island

;
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but before they coutd obtain their purpose, they were
overtaken by a violent storm, which lay upon them
fourteen days ; so that they gave themselves up for lost.

But Paul encouragsji them ; assuring them there should

be no loss of any 4an's life among them, but only of

the ship. For said^Jhe, an angel of God, whose I am,
and whom I serve, stood by me this night, saying.

Fear not, Paul, thou must be brought before Caesar

;

and behold God hath given thee all them that sail with

thee. Wherefore, sfrs, be of good cheer, &c. But
we must come upoii a certain island. He also be-

sought them to take ^ome meat for their health's sake,

for they had been fasting fourteen days ; and he him-
self taking bread, an(^ giving thanks to God in the pre-

sence of them all, b^gan to eat. Then were they all

of better cheer, and they also took some meat. Now
there were in all in the ship, two hundred three score

and sixteen souls. 1

^ In the conclusion, in the fifteenth day, having dis-

covered land, in makihg towards the shore, they ran

the ship aground, so !l^aul was shipwrecked for the

fourth time ; but both he and all that were in the ship

got safe to land. Wl^en we had escaped, says St,

Luke, we knew that the island was called Melita

(Malta). But the people shewed u^ no small courte-

sy. For kindling a fire^ they refreshed us all, because

of the present rain, andlof the cold. And when Paul

bad gathered together a bundle of sticks, and had lain

them on the fire, a vipeit coming out of the heat fasten-

ed on his hand. And \Vhen they saw the beast hang-

ing to his hand, they saicl one to another. Undoubtedly

this man is a murderer
;
|(vho, though he hath escaped

the sea, yet vengeance sifiereth him not to live. And
he indeed shaking the b^ast off into the fire, suffered

no harm. But they supposed that he would begin to

20
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swell up, and that he would sudd bnly fall down and
die. And after they had looked a great while, and
saw no ha;'m come to him, changirjig their minds, they

said he was a god.

Now in these quarters were posjjessions of the chief

man of the island named FubliuS^who received us,

and for three days entertained us courteoub^ly. And it

happened that the father of Publiu|& lay sick of a fever^

and of a bloody flux. So Paul V/ent in to him, an^
when he had prayed, laid his han<ls on him and heal-

ed him. Which being done, all that had diseases in

the island, camlb and were healed^ who also honoured

us with many honours, and when we were to set sail,

they ladened us with such things, as were necessary*

So after three months, we sailed in a ship of Alexan-
dria, that had wintered in the island ; and we came to

Syracusa, where we tarried three days. From thence

compassing by the shore we came to Rhegium ; and
the second day after we arrived att Puteoli, (Puzzuoli,

near Naples." where we found brethren, and were de-
sired to tarry wiih them seven days. And so we
went to Rome. From whence the brethren, having

heard of us, came to meet us as far as Apii Forum,,

and the Three Taverns ; whom, when Paul had seen^

he gave thanks to God, and took courage.

When we came to Rome, Paul was suffered to

dwell by himself, with a 'soldier that kept him. And
thus for two whole years he remained a prisoner there

in his own hired lodging ; in the mean time, receiving

all that came to him
;
preaching to them the kingdom

of God, and teaching the things which concern the

Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, without prohi-

bition. So that if the apostle was a prisoner, the

word of God was not bouiid i but on the contrary, as

he tells the philippians, chap i, 12, 13, <^The tliingp
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which had happeified to him, fell out rather to the fur-

therance of the gospel ; so that his bands were made
manifest in Chriat, in all the court of tlie emperor, and
in all other placets ; and had even made converts in

Nero's own house ;" as may be gathered from Philip,

iv, 22, where he tells them, all the saints salute you ;

especially they that are of Caesar's household.

From this prison the apostle also vsrote to the Ephe-
sians, and to the Colossians, who had een converted

to Christ by the preaching of Epaphras, and a short

letter to Philemon, an illustrious Christian of Colossa

;

recommending to his mercy and charity his fugitive

servant, Onesimus, whom he styled his son, whom he
had begotten in his bands.

After these two years imprisonment, the apostle

was set at liberty, and returned again to his apostolic

labours and conflicts. Although we know but little of

the particulars of them, because St. Luke only carries

his history of the Acts of the Apostles to St. Paul's

first imprisonment in Some. Only it appears from

the epistle to Titus, that St. Paul preached in this in-

terval in the island of Crete ; where also he left his

disciple Titus, with instructions to order the things

that were wanting, and to ordain priests or bishops in

every city. Titus, i.

He afterwards returned again to Rome ; and was ^
again a prisoner there, as we learn from his second

epistle to Timothy. And here at length he finished

his course by a glorious martyrdom.
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vl short Account of the Lives and Deaths of the othef

Apostles ; and of the Churches by them established.

From the best Monuments of JSntiquity,

ST. Feter^ afler having had a pnncipal share, as we
have seen from the Acts, in establishing the

Church of Christ in Jerusalem and all Judea, and first

admitting the Gentiles into its pale ; removed to An-
tioch, the capital city of the Orient : where, according

to the ancients, he held his See for seven years. Dur-
ing which time he made his apostolic excursions, to

?ropagate the kingdom of Christ into the provinces of

*ontus, Galatia,Cappadocia, Asia Minor, and Bithynia,

and there brought over great numbers to the faith ; to^

vrhom also he addressed his two epistles. Then goin£

to Rome, the capital of the world, he set up there the

standard of the cross of Christ, and established a very

numerous Church in that city which hemade his own
particular See ; and in that quality the capital of Chris-

tendom : which was afterwards much enlarged by St.

Paul.

From Rome the faith was quickly spread through

the rest of Italy ; and from thence, by degrees, passed

to all the other regions of the West, Africa, Spain,

Gaul, Britain, &c. All which receivejd the gospel from

Rome, by the ministry of preachers, sent by the apos-

tles Peter and Paul, or by their successors. From
Rome also St. Peter sent his disciple St. Mark the
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fivangelist to found the great church of Alexandria,

and the other churches of Egypt, Lydia, and Pentapolis,

which this saint established in great perfection : as was
sufficiently evidenced by the fruits these fields pro-

duced ; not only when they were first sowed, but the

four hundred years after, both in the cities and in the

wilderness. In fine, the Church of Rome was not

only happy in being planted by th6 two great apostles

Peter and Paul ; but also in being watered with their

blood, whicli they shed there in defence of the gospel

;

the one being crucified, and the other beheaded. And
their monuments are honoured in that city to this day.

As to the other apostles, St. Andrew, according to

the ancients, preached the faith of Christ in Scythia,

Thrace, Epirus, and Achaia, where he sealed it with

his blood, dying upon the cross at the city of Patras,

from whence his body was afterwards translated to

Constantinople, in the time of the emperor Constanlius.

St. John carried the gospel into the great empire of

the Parthians ; and directed his first epistle (which

breathes nothing but charity in both its branches, and
the necessity of good works,) to his converts there

:

as appears from the ancient title of that epistle. In

the latter part of his life he settled in the Lesser Asia;

and there founded, or directed and governed all the

Asiatic churches, till he was carried prisoner to Rome,
to bear testimony to the faith of Christ by martyrdom.

Afier his miraculous delivery, he was banished into

Patmos ; from whence he wrote his Revelation, direct-

ed to the seven principal churches of Asia, viz., Ephe-
sus, Smyria, Pergamus, Thyatica, Sardis, Philadelphia,

and Laodicea. Being released from his banishment

after the death of the tyrant Domitian, he returned to

Ephesus, and there wrote his gospel ; and there at

length slept in the Lord.

20*
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St. Thomas' first labours were in Mesepotamia

:

where by himself or by his brother Thadseus, one of

the seventy-two disciples of Christ, he received into

the church Abgarus king of Edessa, and all his peo-

ple. After which he preached the faith to the Par-

thians,Medes, Persians, Carmanians Hyrcanians, Bac-^

trians, and East Indians
i
and at length sealed it with

his blood.

St. Phi ip, after many labours in other provinces,

preached the faith in the two Phrygias ; as the ancients

assure us, from undoubted monuments. And there at

length he was martyred at Hierapolis.

St. Bartholomew carried the gospel into India a-

mongst the Brachmans ; where St. Pantsenus, above a
hundred years after, found a remnant of the fruit ofhis

preaching. Eusebius, lib. i, cap. 34. His last la-

bours were in the Greater Armenia. There he plant-

ed a numerous church, and watered it with his blood.

The Armenians to this day honour St. Bartholomew
and St. Thadaeus as their apostles.

St Matthew, after preaching and writing his gospel

in Judea, carried it amongst other nations of the East

and South. The ancients particularly name Ethiopia

;

where also he received the crown of martyrdom.

St. Simon and St. Jude, after many labours in dif-

ferent nations, were martyred in Persia. St. Matthias

is said to have planted the faith amongst the barbarous

people, lying between the Euxine aud Caspian Seas,

and there to have received the crown of martyrdom:
which St Barnabas, after many labours and great fruit

in divers countries, met with at Salamis, in Cyprus;

St. Mark, at Alexandria and St. Luke, in Achaia.

St. James the Lees, being made bishop of Jerusalem^

had the peculiar charge of the churches of Judea;
which were multiplied exceedingly under his adminis-



AND OF rUE CHyRCHES 2135

tratiofi, by the wonders of his works, and by the sano
tity of his life, to many myriads, r • tens of thousands.

Acts, xxi, 20. Afler his martyrdom, he had for his

successor his brother St. Simeon ; who, by divine ad«

monition, removed with all his flock, before the last

siege of Jerusalem, to Pella, beyond the Jordan : so that

the Christian Jews were not involved in any of those

dreadful calamities, which overtook the rest of the

nation in that siege. St. Simeon survived till the time

of Trajan ; and suffered a glorious martyrdom, when
he was one hundred and twenty years old. After

whom the church of Jerusalem had thirteen holy

bishops successively, all of the Jewish nation : tiU the

city being entirely destroyed by Adrian, and a new
one built on the spot, to which he gave the name of
^lia ; forbidding any of the Jews to come near it; a
new church of Jerusalem, composed of Christian Gen-
tiles, was formed about the middle of the second cen-

tury, of which St. Marcus was the first bishop. See
Eusebius, lib. iv, cap. 6.

Afbr the death of the apostles, the succession of

the church was continued by their disciples, whom
they had ordained, and to whom they imparted the

commission and power which they had received from

the Lord. The chiefest among the disciples of St.

Peter and St. Paul at Rome, were, Linus, Cletus, and
Clement ; who had been their helpers in their life-

time, and were one ofter another their successors after

their death ; and from them the succession of bishops

in the Church of Rome has been kept up to this day.

Among the disciples of St. Peter, who helped him
to propagate the Church of Christ in the West, one of

the most eminent was St. Apollinaris, who founded

the Church of God at Ravenna, and there glorified

God by martyrdom. There were also seven other dis-
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ciples, as we are assured by ancient records "who were
' ordained bishops by the apostles themselves, and sent

by them into Spain, viz., Torquatus, Gtesiphon, Se-

cundus, Indaletus, Goecilius, Hesychius, and Euphra-
aius ; who were the fathers and founders of the Spanish

churches ; from whom the bishops there derive their

succession.

Amongst the disciples of St. Paul, two of the most
eminent were St. Timothy, who he made the first

bishop of Ephesus ; and St. Titus, to whom he en-

trusted the charge of the churches of Crete. With
these we must join St. Dionysius the Arcopagite, wha
the apostle ordained the first bishop of Athens ; wha
being crowned with martyrdom, was succeeded by St.

Publius, who suffered death for Christ under the em-
peror Adrian, anno 125. His successor was Str Quad-
ratus, a disciple also of the apostles, and who in an

eminent degree inherited both their spirit and their mi-

raculous gifts ; as Eusebius testifies, lib, iii, cap. 37*

He wrote an excellent apology for the Christian reli-

gion ; which he presented to that emperor, who was
then at Athens : and by it he put a stop to the perse-^

cution.

St. Mark had for his successor in the See of Alex-

andria, St. Anianus, an admirable man, who had been

hia first convert there. Anianus was succeeded by
Abilius, and he by Cerdo, &c. "Whilst in the See of

Antioch, afler St. Peter, Evodias first sat, and after

him the great Ignatius, whowas sentenced by the em-
peror Adrian to be devoured by wild beasts at Rome,
for his faith and confession of Jesus Christ. In his

way thither he wrote seven epistles still extant, full of

an apostolical spirit : amongst which the most remaik-

able is, his epistle to the Romans ; in which he mani-

fests his most ardent desire of dying for Christ and
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beg<< of them not to rob him of that happiness; longinr

for these wild beasts that were to dispatch him, and
send him to his love ; and fearing lest they should

spare him, as they had done other martyrs. He suf-

fered anno 107.

Among the disciples of St. John the Evangelist; one
of the most eminent was St. Folycarp, ordained by him
bishop of Smyrna, and supposed to be the angel of the

church of Smyrna, to whom our Lord bears testimony.

Rev. ii, 3, 9, 10. He, afler serving our Lord fourscore

and six years, and shining from his candle-stick as a
bright light to all the churches of Asia, gave testimony

to Christ by a glorious martyrdom, anno 166. Of
which the church of Smyrna has given us a most au-

thentic and edifying account. This saint wrote an
epistle to the Philippians, yet extant, and no ways un-
worthy of a disciple of the apostles.

Pothinus andlrenoeus, disciples of Polycarp, esta-

blished the kingdom of Christ at Lyons and Vidnna,^

in the Celtic Gaul ; and other apostolic prelates, sent

from Rome by the successors of St. Peter, in other

parts of Gaul, or France. And rn Britain also, under

king Lucius, the Church of Christ was established by
missioners sent by the same authority.

And thus, as we learn from the^ best authorities,

within one hundred years after Christ, the Christian

religion was propagated by the disciples and successors

of the apostles through the whole known world, in

spite of the opposition both of earth and hell.

Hence tit. Justin, in his dialogue with Tryphon the-

Jew, p. 38, tells him, " There are some nations, in

which as yet none of your race (the Jews,) have ever

dwelt. But there is not so much as any one nation

of men, either of barbarians, or Grecians, or of any

other denomination whatsoever^ or even of thos^ who
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live in waggons instead of houses, or that dwell in

tents ; in which prayers and eucharists are not ofTered

to the Father and Maker of all things, 1.^ the name of

Jesus who was crucified.''

And St. Irenaeus, writing ogainst heresies, lib. i,

cap. 8, says, '< This faith the Church, disseminated

through the whole world, keeps with great care. For

though in the world there is variety of languages, yet

the virtue of tradition is one and the same. Nor do these

churches that are founded in Germany, believe other-

wise, or deliverany other doctrines; nor those which are

In Spain ; nor those which are in Gaul ; nor those which
are in the East; nor those which are in Egypt;

nor those which are in Lydia ; nor those which are es-

tablished in the midst of the world. But as the sun,

the creature of God, is one and the same in the whole

universe ; so also the light of the preaching ofthe truth

every where shines and enlightens all men who are

willing to come to the knowledge of the truth." So

far St. IrensBus.

And TertuUian, in his book against the Jews, chap,

vii, tells them, " That now the various people of the

Getulians, and the many costs of the Moors ; and all

the limits of the Spaniards ; and the divers nations of

the Gauls ; and the places of the Britons that are in-

accessible to the Romans, are subject to Christ. As
likewise the Sarmatians, andtheDacians, and the Ger-

mans, and the Scythians ; and many remote nations

and Provinces, and many islands unknown to us, and

which are innumerable ; in all which places the name
of Christ reigns."

And in his Apology, chajT. xxvii, he tells the Hea-

then persecutors, that the Christians are spread through-

out all the universe, and have no other limits than

those of the world. " Our original," says he, " is but
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of late : and we fill already all that your power reaches

to
;
your cities, your islands, your castles, your corpo-

rations, your assemblies of the people, your very cairps^

your city wards, your court, your senate, your '^rum

;

we have left you nothing to yourselves but your tem-
ples." So far he in less than a hundred years aAer
the death of the apostles.

CONCLUSION.

Thus from the establishment of the Church to the

consummation of time, the Successors of St. Peter will,

in conformity to the promises of Christ, continue to

send priests throughout the nations, for the propagatioa

and conservation of the faith. In labours so repug-

nant to the perverse inclinations of human nature,

apostolical men will ever oppose to similar obstacles

the same spirit as did the apostles ; confirming the tes-

timony they bear of the truths of religion, some by
miracles, many by martyrdom, but still more by tho

sanctity of their lives.* " By their fruits you shall

know them."

• A List of some of the works now to behad which

elucidate this subject, is annexed at the end of this

book.

FINIS,
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4Mb refemd to in the ^oie^pagt 239 ofih%9 Work*

1. 1% 6f Obd of l)ie lfef«ir Testatnent : or, a short

lUliactofthsHiiiBrjroflli^Cliureh df bhrist, from

iti^iVmnd^tHm ta $hi§ Day, witli the Succeanon
of its chief Biihop9^ the General Councils that have
beenliem} th6 Convermon of nations ; the Rise and
CbndMlAttkin of Hhe |irhioipSil Heresies ; and the nu-

merous Lists of Holy Fathers, Doctors, Martyrs, and
odier SaintS) that have flourished in every Oentury,

aew^ 6d»

2. S)mitVi0\Y ofthe History ofthe Christias Church,

from its firii^ EstabUibment to the Beginning of the

presiiit O^intury tnclushrely, 3 Vols,, seared, 128.

8« Walton's (BishM>p) Mimouloiis Poweirs of the

Church asserted through each succeeding Century,from

ilie Apestles down to the present Time, 8vo., sewed
58.

4. Butler's Lives of the Saints, 12 vols., 8vo.

5. Ditto abridged by Bell, 2 vols., 8vo., 128.

6. Memorial of A&cient British Piety ; or a British

Martyrology, giving a short account of all such Britons

as have been honoured amongst the Saints, 12mo.,

bound 5s.

7. England's Convermon and Reformation compar-

ed, 8vo., bound, 58.

8. Nouvelles des Missions Orientales, revues k Lon-

dres par les Directeurs du Seminaire des Etrangeresji

12mo., sewed, 2s. 6d. '

9. The Church of Christestablished by Prophecies,

Fathers, and the Testimony of Protestants, on a sheet

-^f Paper, 6d.

10* Fleury's Historical Catechism ; containiug a
Summary of Sacred History and Christian Doctrine,

l2mo., boundy Is. dd.
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1^ 10. Bishop of Montreal.

Printed and Sold by Louis Perrault,
St Th^rfese Street, at the old stand of the

Vindicator, Wholesale and Retail; sold

also bvE. R. Fabre, Bookseller, St. Yin-

cent Streeti opposite the Court-House,

MOICTREAL.
/



vTetta-

of thifl

)AU

LtTLT,

fthe
sold

Vin-

)use^

k'.

^<''

^,' ittiii

} ^
''.#<,

•I^-.




