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ot of Note From Cznedian Zmboesv to State Dencrtment, October 23, 1673

oF S=ate and hus the honour to refer its Notes MNo. 313 of October 19,1971
~a No. 35 of Jawmary 25,1973, concerning the effect on water quality in
the Souris Niver of the proposed Gorrison Diversion Project in the Stat
of liorth Dlwotc.,

The Ccnadian Exbassy prescnts its compliments to the Departnent

The Frhassy reaffims that the Govermient of Canada contirmes
to he gravely concerned that return flows from the irrigation of lexd in
the Souric Loop a~d areas zdjacent to tributaries of the Red River will
cicnificontly ond seriously degrade water quality in these two Rivers.
7o Gaverament of Conada hos corcluded that based on studies condueted on
1otn comtzies the proposz2l would run counter to the obligations cssumed
%~ the Urited Stctes under Article IV of the Boundery Waters Trecty of
1909 thot:

v .wcters herein defired zo boundery woters and waters
flowing across the boundery shzll not be polluted on either side
to the injury of hezlth or property on the other."

Studies have been undertaker in Canadn that indiecte that
corrmmities, such as Souris and Fortege la Prairie, would be required
cithe= o seel: clternctive sources of water supply or underteke additionzl
t-catment of present water supplies drawn from the Souris end Assiniboine
Rivers. The cttaclhrents to this Note contain more detziled explenctiors
of the injury to property resulting fion transboundsry nollution likel:
to be incu-red by these two Cancdim rmnicipalities. The Deportment ct
Stote will u~derstand thot the property damage values listed cre indicative
end mindrrm volues ond do rot represent other injury to health or propezty
tact michs be incurred. Such other injury by way of excmple would include:
the unmitehility of the Scuris returm flous for irrigotion purposes, od
fo= m=ous industrial uses including foed processing; and adverse effects
that n~; accruc to other dewnstrecn intercsts on hoth rivers from the
Bou~dsmy to Loke Uirmipeg, In shor®, options oreilchle to Cancde for
the uso of the flous of these Rivers vill be severely lirdted by the
Gorrigor Divrersion,

~he Goverywnt of Cencde is zlso mindful that on July 13, 1972
she Cenediom inister of Enviromment azd the Chairman of the United States
Presideat's Council oa Enviromentcl Quelity jointly ceaffirmed their
support for Princinlc 21 of the Declavation on luzan Environment that:

&

"~enses hove, in cccordence with the chorter of the United
tations and the principles of internctional izw, responsibility
to casuze thet cotivities within their jurisdictlon or

coatzol ¢n not czuse demage to the erviromment of other

Stotes or of crecs heyond notional jurisdiction.”

" The Jepartmeat of State will reecll that the ~roup of Cenadlns
amd U.S. officisls vhich wos to consider altermatives to the present plans




foz the Gazrison Diversion 50 &s to protect Conmadinn Interests, hns ret
cnl; once. o cgrecrent could be reached as to the terms of refere—ce
for the group ard thus no progress has been cchieved through this mechentsm,

o PP

The CGovermnent of Canadz is confident
1) recocize the need to oroid desreodotion of

IS

the United Stotes Govermment

the wzter of the Souris
River prssing into Canada, Accordingly, the Goverrment of Ceonads recuests
urgentl;s that the Govermment of the United States estahlish amorctorium
or a1l fuzther construction of the Garrison Divercion Unit wuntil such
tine a5 the United States and Cenedizy Govermments co- resch an under—
standing that Canedicn rights and interests have beer fully protected in

A.Dn .~
accordonce with the provisions of the Boundary Waters Treaty,

The Govermment of Cannde locks forwnxd to an eorly reply to this

request, Further, the Govermment of Conadz suggests that senior officicls
from Moth sides representing 2ll interests meet quickly, following the
c,..a.n

stedlishrent ol a roratoriwa, to reach the understonding descrited 2hote.

The Concdion Embassy cvails itself of this onportumity to zcnewr
to the Department of State the assurances of its hichest considercatio-s.,

Uraimtor, MO.C.

Octoher 232, 1973,




Text of Note From State Department to Canadian Embassy, February 5, 1974

The Depcrtment of State refers to the Cancdiarn Urbassr's
ote £32 dnted Octoder 23, 1973, concerning the possinle effects of the
proposed Gorrisen Diversion Uit in the State of Toxth Dokotz o the
enality of woters flowing into Canaca,

The United States motes Cannda's concernt thot its wnters roy e
atessely offected '+ the projected future developrent of the Gorriso:n:
Jiversion Uxit, Conadn's views regording the relevarce of Article IV
o7 the Zowxlary Waters Treaty to the contimed develonment of the proiecct,
and Connfin's zecuest for a rorotoriun on further construction. The United
Stotes wishes to noint out that construction work presently widerwa; on

the Gorricon Diversion Unit will itself not zffect waters flowing into

- wfle -t

Ccmzde.  In umyr developeat of features of the Gorrisor Diversion Unit
thot vill affect Cooxada, specifically worlits in the Ned River Basina amd the

Scuzis Loon, the U.S. will comply with its oblication to Concda ot to
mollute weter crossing the boundary "to the injury of health or propert:™”
within Conxle, Wo construction potentially affecting waters floving iato

Conode w21l De undextolien unless it is clear that this obligation will be

To this erd, the Deportment of the Interior has underwcy stzdlies

o llencifr ol cucntify the beneficial and adverse effects of further
develonrent ol the Goarrison Diversion Unit including possible effects on
Cenndion iaterests. lioy- of the effects of water quslity and flows haw
act heen Dully evnlucted Dy either country. Initial phases of the studies
w311 he comnleted i ilarch, At that time, the U.S, will further review
the Titure develormment of the Gerrison Diversion Unit in light of all
relesant fretors, Lncluding Cannde's concerns ond the U.S. eblizations
ander the Doxdery loters Treaty. The U.S. also notes Canzda's suggestion
thnt soris= officicls of MHoth countries meet quiclily to reach an understond-
iny meroxding Cosndizca rights and interests. The United States is equally:
cecizous oF helding ruch ¢ reeting in oxder to assess fully the potential
Impoat o 4w preject on Cannda, to consider possible solutions to the
om0 lem, ~ to zesolve outstordine policy issues, Such ¢ meetirg el
he st temeficlally ceaducte? ofter the completion of the initiznl phrse

+

of the ntxdics zefer=ed to ahove, oxl after Cocdn hins had an opportu

Ld

to meviewr thiese studies ond to cvzlucte the information pertuining to It
effects of wetwm flows on Ceanada,
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Tetrune 7, 1974




