


Roundtable in San Francisco attracts
biotech and venture capital companies

n March 2004, the Canadian

Consulate Trade Office in San
Francisco-Silicon Valley co-sponsored
a biotechnology roundtable.

Entitled “Building and Growing a
Successful Biotech Company,” the event
attracted life sciences executives and
venture capital firms that invest in this
sector. Two keynote speakers were
featured: Paul Hastings, CEO of QLT,
one of Canada’s largest biotech
companies, and Dr. Luke Evnin, a
partner at San Francisco-based MPM
Capital, the world's largest life-sciences
venture capital firm. MPM was the
largest venture capital investor in Canada
in 2003, with its $32-million investment
in NeuroMed Technologies, a biotech
company based in Vancouver.
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Some 110 life sciences executives
from northern California participated.
These companies represent the full
spectrum of biotech firms in the area,
including both large public companies
and small and medium-sized privately
held firms. Among the larger compa-
nies in attendance were Genentech,
Chiron, Gilead, Amgen, Affymetrix,
Berlex Biosciences and Exelixis.

Among the leading venture capital
firms that participated were Versant
Ventures, Bay City Capital, Burrill &
Company, Thomas Weisel Partners,
Draper Fisher Jurvetson, Viant Capital,
Archanger Ventures and WI Harper
Group, in addition to MPM.

Several Canadian executives flew
down to San Francisco fo participate.
Paul Stinson, Executive Director of BC
Biotech, a notfor-profit industry
association, delivered an opening
address on Canada’s investment
opportunities. In his keynote speech,
Hastings also emphasized the positive
investment climate in Canada and
discussed what it takes to develop a
successful biotech company. Dr. Evnin’s
presentation addressed some of the

With the biotech market picking up,
members had a lot to talk about.

opportunities and challenges for the
industry and provided an overview of
activities in the venture capital sector.

Last year, approximately $4 billion
was invested in biotech companies
worldwide. This year, the number is
expected to exceed $4.75 billion.

The event was co-sponsored
by the Harvard Business School
Alumni Association of Northern
California and consulting firm
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips.

For more information, contact
Arash Michael Davallou, Life Sciences
Business Development, Canadian
Consulate Trade Office in San
Francisco/Silicon Valley, tel.: (415)
834-3180, ext. 3350, fax: (415) 834-
3189, e-mail: arash.davallou@dfait-
maeci.gc.ca. ¥

U.S Bioterrorism Act, Phase lli

he third phase of the
Bioterrorism Act (BTA) was
implemented on June 4, 2004.

Phase lll requires that Customs and
Border Protection and the Food
and Drug Administration receive
prior notice of all food for
humans and animals imported
or offered for import into the

U.S. Failure to provide prior notice
will result in the merchandise being
refused entry. Under the BTA, prior
notification of two hours is required
for shipments of food products by
truck, four hours for shipments by
rail and air, and eight hours for
shipments by sea.

For more information, go to
www.customs.ustreas.gov. %
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Come and meet your trade
commissioners in Canada this fall

Construct CanADA 2004
December 1-3, 2004
Toronto, Ontario

CINARS 2004
November 16-20, 2004
Montreal, Quebec

TraNs-Expo 2004 & CUTA Fau
CONFERENCE

November 6-10, 2004

Montreal, Quebec

For more information on these events, go to the Trade Commissioner Service Web site at www.infoexport.gc.ca.
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AEROSPACE & DEFENCE

DoHA, QATAR — October 4-6, 2004 — Milipol is the
leading international exhibition of law enforcement and
defence equipment, industrial site security and civil defence.
For more information, contact George Sanderson,
Commercial Counsellor, Canadian Embassy in Kuwait,

tel.: (011-965) 256-3025, e-mail: george.sanderson@

dfait-maeci.gc.ca, Web site: www.milipol.com.

AGRICULTURE & AGRI-FOOD

WaSHINGTON, D.C. — October 15-17, 2004 — BioFach
America 2004 is the leading organic trade fair in the
U.S. and reaches the largest organic buying audience in
North America. For more information, contact Unilink
Trade Fairs, tel.: (613) 549-0404, fax: (613) 549-2528,
e-mail: dc@unilinkfairs.com, Web site:
www.unilinkfairs.com/cp/biofachamO4.

CHEMICALS

Dusal, U.A.E. — September 14-16, 2004 — Chemtex
and Corrosion Middle East 2004 is the Middle East's
only international trade show for the chemical, petrochemical,
chemical process technology, corrosion control and mana-
gement industries. For more information, contact Venky
Rao (organizer's representative), tel.: (?05) 896 7815, Web
site: www.chemtexmiddleeast.com.

CONSUMER PRODUCTS

Dusal, U.A.E. — September 7-9, 2004 — Sportex Middle
East is an international exhibition for the sports and leisure
industry. This event attracts high-end traders from over 20
countries in the Middle East, Asia, Africa and the Community
of Independent States. For more information, contact
Venky Rao (organizer’s representative), tel.: (905) 896-
7815, e-mail: venkyrao@rogers.com, Web site:
www.sportexmiddleeast.com.

Dusai, U.A.E. — September 19-22, 2004 — Gulf Print
2004 offers an opportunity to the printing and publishing
technology sector to showcase the latest innovations in
machinery, flexographic printing, prepress, consumables
and deskiop publishing. For more information, contact
Venky Rao (organizer's representative), fel.: (905) 896-
7815, Web site: www.gulfprint.info.

Ho CHi MINH CiTY, VIETNAM — September 29-October 3,
2004 — Ho Chi Minh City International Furniture
and Handicrafts Fair 2004 will be the largest profes-
sional show in Vietnam focusing on wood and furniture
manufacturing, as well as on traditional handicrafts. For
more information, contact the Commercial Section of
the Canadian Consulate General in Ho Chi Minh City,
tel.: (011-84-8) 827-9899, fax: (011-84-8) 827-9935,
e-mail: hochitd@dfait-maeci.gc.ca.

HEeLsinki, FINLAND — October 12-15, 2004 — PacTec
2004 is the leading packaging and materials handling
event in the Nordic countries. For more information,
contact Ritva Becker, Exhibition Manager, tel.: (011-358-9)
150-9211, e-mail: ritva.becker@finnexpo.fi, Web site:
www.finnexpo.fi, or contact the Canadian Embassy in
Oslo, e-mail: oslo-td@dfait-maeci.gc.ca.

ENVIRONMENTAL INDUSTRIES

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA — September 5-9, 2004 — The theme
at this year's World Energy Congress is “Delivering
Sustainability: Opportunities and Challenges for the Energy
Industry,” moving the debate beyond expressions of
concern about sustainability. For more information,
contact Robert Gow, Commercial Officer, Canadian Embassy
in Sydney, e-mail: robert.gow@dfait-maeci.gc.ca.

ICT

KARACHI, PAKISTAN — August 9-11, 2004 — ITCN ASIA
2004 is a showcase for the region’s leading information
technology companies. For more information, contact
the Consulate General of Pakistan in Montreal, tel.: (514)
845-2297, fax: (514) 845-1354, e-mail: parepmontreal@
sprint.ca, Web site: www.itcnasia.com.

MULTI-SECTOR

ULAANBAATAR, MONGOLIA — September 7-11, 2004 —
The International Autumn Trade Fair gives foreign
companies the opportunity to display their products

and services to Mongolian consumers. For more
information, visit www.mongoliamarket.mn,
www.mongolchamber.mn or www.mongolembassy.org. we

Enquiries Service

BT SRR

International Trade Canada'’s and Foreign Affairs Canada’s Enquiries Service
provides counselling, publications and referral services to Canadian exporters.

Trade-related information can be obtained by calling 1-800-267-8376 (Ottawa region: (613) 944-4000) or by fox at

(613) 996-9709; or Web site: www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca.
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