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123. FHE MONTHL CORD or THE CHURCH o SCOTLAND.

VISIT OF THE REV. GAVIN
LANG,

* During the past montNe have been
favored with a visit from this Rev.
gentleman.  On Sabbath, 13th August,
Mr. Lang officiated at the opening of
one of Mr. Goodwill's new Chupches on
the Island, and cn the following Sab-
bath at River John. His services
were much appreciated and enjoyed, At
a large meeting in the Xirk at River
John on the Monday evening, Mr.
Lang gave a stirgiag and  eloquent ad-
dress on “ Evapgelistic work in Mon-
treal” In his \ntroductory remarks he
briefly alluded Yo the position of the
. congregations in Pitton who stood aloof
from the Union> I\f one could more

thoroughly sympath¥¢ with them than"

be did. Evéry ou had his preference
for a particular %Tlurch, aud he was not
ashamed to say that his unmistakeable
preference was for the old Church of

Scotland. -

————————

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

A very interesting event took place
during last month on P. E. Island. On
the 13th August, a new Church in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland,
was opened on the New Glaygow Road,
near Wheatley River, when services
were held.  The morning service was
conducted by the Rev. Gavin Lang, of
8t. Andrew’s Church, Montreal, who
happened to be staying at the Seaside
Hotel, North Rustico. In the afternoon
the Rev. John Goodwill, Minister of
the Church, preached ; and in the even-
ing & third service was held, at which

the Rev. Dr. Isaac Murray officiated.

The Church, which is a beautiful and
substantial building, was crowded on the
important occasion, and deep interest
was manifested by all present. We be-
lieve that this is one of twenty-five
preaching stations under the charge of
Rev. Mr. Goodwill, all of which retain
thejr counection with the Church of
Scotland. Several af these stations are
regular churches, and it is much to be
desired that these should be represent-
ed in some Church Court, from whose
members occasional services and con-
stant “ sympathy might be extended.
Could it not be mutually arranged that
Mr. Goodwill join the Presbytery of
Pictou, and perhaps through the Colon-
ial Committee of the Church of Scotland
another %Gaelic or English speuking
Minister might be got to help that
clergyman in his arduous and devoted
latours?  As it is, he is ministering to
more people than the whole Church of
England in the Island, and to not many
fewer than are to be found in the con-
gregations of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada—each of these communions
having upwards of a”score of ministers.
It may be mentioned in this notice, that
on the afternoon of the same day on
which the New Glasgow Road Church
was opened, the Rev. Gavin Lang of
Montreal, preached at Brackley Point
to alarge and attentive congregation,
and during his stay in the Island bas
conducted service each Sunday at Sea-
side Hotel. It is evident thata little
organization would make the Church of
Scotland one of the strongest Churches
in P. E.1I. Personally the Rev. John
Goodwill is universally beloved, and, in
him, our Church is powerfully and
worthily represented, in that one of the
Lower Provinces.
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CHRISTIAN MANLINESS.
(ExTBACT FROM SERMON nY PRINCIPAL
CAI%D.)

Ix many passages ot the New Testament,
and especially in those parts of it which con-
tain the record of our Lord’s teaching, the
character of childhood is represented as typical
of the true Christian spirit, and its distinctive
qualities and virtues are described as those
which in mature life we should strive to retain
or reproduce.  Kxcept be converted and be-
come as little children, ye shall not enter into
the kingdom of heaven "’ “ Whosoever shall
humble himself a8 this littlo child, the same is

est in the kingdom of hewven’ ‘* Suffer

¢ little children to come unto me and forbid
them not, for of such is the kingdom of
heaven :” ] thank theo, O Father, that thou
bast hid these things from the wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes;”—The

ides common to these and similar passages is, -

simply, that the noblest naturoe is that which is
most childlike ; that the highest saintliness is
his who, amidst the exigencies and temptations
of riper years, preserves in its freshness and
simplicity the spirit of a little child.
oris it difficult to seo what the pacticular
ities are which lend moral attractiveness to
ildhood, and which coustitute the child-life
the type of Christian goodness. There is, for
instance, that which strikes us most obviously,
s purity and innocence, the unstained fresh-
ness of a nature over which the shadow of evil
has not yet crept, the mind that is yet a stranger
o guilty knowledge and dwells'as in a sanc-
which no unbhallowed step has'ever cross-
od, the soft impressible heart which custom and
selfish passion have not Fet began to harden,
thoconscience yet untroubled byauyrecollection
of bygone sins. There is, again, the swoet
Joyfuln(sg and contengedness of childhood, its
«apeeity of finding delight in simple pleasures,

and extracting materials of unbounded happi-
ness, in absolute independence of any stimulus
of excited passion, from the commonest scenes
and objects and the simple routine of daily lite.
There i3, once more, the absolute resignation
and unquestioning trust ina love and care that
fence it round(as an atmosphere, the instinctive
docility and reverence for an anthority in which

wer is blended with sweetness, and severity
1tself takes the guise of love ; there is the guile-
less unsuspectingness, the readipess to befieve
in human truth and goodness, ths utter absence
of cynicism or scepticism, tho confidSnce in
humanity which has not been sapped by world-
ly wisdom or rudely uprooted by the experience
of ingratitude and falsehood. And, to name
no other quality, there is that which suffuses
and lends a double charm to all the other cle-
ments of the typical beauty of childhood—viz.,
that-it is a beauty which, at first at least, and

_until sophisticating influences have all too sooa

begun to mar 1t, is absolutely ifree from self-
consciousness ;—that, with so much to attract,
childhood is igporant of the admiration it
wins ;~—that, transparent and open to its in-
mosf depths, no undercurrent of self-reference
can be detected in its actions ; and that in its
artless looks and words and in the simple grace-
fuloess of 1s unrestraindd movements, it recks
as little of what men will think or say as a
flower of the eye that gazes on its loveliness, or
the summer brook of the ear that listens to its
song.

1t is true, indeed, that in what I have now
said, I have been dapicting rather the ideal of
childhood than the aspect which it actually or
invariably presents. Al children are not good.
The child is father to the man; and the seeds
of manhood’s vices, of vanity, selfishness, wil-
fulness, greediness, ingelence, may soon be
detected even in the most carefully tended soil |
And the soil is not always caretully or wisely
tended. [here are, unfortunately, too man
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homes in which the character of the child is bat
a miniatare reflestion of the vices of the parent,
—in which parental indulgence and folly have
done their bost to spoil the natural graces of
childhood,—and the result you witness is per-
haps-the unlovely spoctacle, instead of childish
sweetnoss, of eluldish sullengess and intract-
ableness, of coarse manacrs, evil tempers, and
rude ungentle ways; or, if not these, perhaps
tha other and scarce'y less offensive prodact
of parensal imbecility and vanity, what is call-
od a precocrous child. What, however, thoee
exceptional cases moan is 1o more than thi¥, that
all children are uot childlike. There is an
ideal of this, us of other stages of haman life,
to which individual examples may or may not
attain; though, as a rule, inmemuch o8 the
causes of failure are’ here less mameroms and
Jess common, children do in geueral more
nearly approximate to it than other ages to
their peculiar standard. And it is this ideal to
which our Lord's teachimyg refors when he
makes childuood the representative of the
Christian or saintly character, and to whick
algo, on its negative side, reference is made in
the words of the text, “Ia alics be yo
children.”

But whilst we aro thus exhorted to becorne
as little children, it is obvious that this precept
has its limits. It is only & cerwin range of
virtues which the childlike character embraces,
and a character made up of these alone would
be one-sided and veak,gocﬂlec lacking some
of the noblest ingredients of goodness.  Guile-
lessness, docility, sabmissiveness, affectionate-
ness, delicacy of feeling, quickly moved suo-
coptibilities, reveramoe tor superior minds, emo-
tiona] piety,—~theec and the like qaalitios it
might possess. But there are other and at least
equally noble and mecessary qualities,—such as
fortitnde, self-reliance, love of frecdom, love of
truth and justice and righteousness, unbending
integrity, steraness agaiast evil, hatred of op-
pression and yrong,~—whick such an ideal docs
not comprohead. However sttrective and en-
lgn,ging, the character that oxcludes these must

ack breadth and power. It is well %0 be gentle

and docile and pure; but he who would be &
man, snd not s milksop, must strivs also to be
strong and brave sad grue.

Moreover, fsis 0 be considered that pot
only does she ehild-4xpe of oharacees lack some
of the most ecsemtial elemenss of the goodness
of manhvod, but even some of thoss which it
contains, and which constituse a t part of
its charm, will not bear wanslation inw the
lifo of riper yaars. Beautiful in chithood as are i
faiy rounded face and ariess ways
they would bo as little beamciful in manhood
25 thas samo fair face if placod on & man's
shouldars, or those playful gambole and pretty
lisping words in the b earing and spoech of a
grown-up man or woman. And the reasorrdy,
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that the lifo of childhood is necessarily some-
thing shallower.and moro superficiul than tho
Jife of manhood. The former is the lifo of
nature, of spontansity and instinet. The re
flective, critical, ratiocinative side of man's
being is yet dormant in it; and ite virtue and

odness gro tho mere expression of amiablo
imstincts that effloresce without effurt and
without “thought.  Its innocence is not only
attained without conscious aim, but it iy
greatly due to tho ignoranco of ovil and the
absence or careful exclusion of temptation.
But the lifo of manhood is tho lite, not of
naturo, but of spirit.  With the awakening of
the powers of intelligence and the stirring of
the deeper passions in the breast, comes the
inovitable knowledge of evil,—in onc view s
downward step, but in another an almost ia-
calculuble advance. A step downwards, be
cauws it bears us for ever away from thas fair
Paradise of innocence, glowing with the flush
of morning, and lovely with the bloom aud
fragrance of uneonscious virtuo, and because 1t
introduces couflict,—the strife of duty with
appetite, ot reason with impulse and aathority,
of tho finite with the infinite side of man’s.
nature, whero formerly all was calmness and
rest. But It is also a step in ndvance, for it
opens up the possibility of a life nobler and

rander than tho guarded safety and negativo
innocence of the past, the life of truth that bas
been wrought out by the struggle with error,
of good that has been attained by the conquest
of cvil,—thefe li of Christisn manhood, of
nature quickened, glorified, transfigared by
thought.

TBESTIMONIALS IN FAVOR OF
REV. PATRICK GORDON, OB
DAINED MISSIONARY MINIS
TER OF FORT-WILLIAM.

From the Rev. Jaurs Graxt, Minister of
Kirkmichael.

Having intimately known Mr. Patrick
Gordon, Preacher of the Gospel Tomr
intoul, from his infancy, I can best
ample testimony to his character and
disposition. He is a young msn o
waodest and unassuming manners,
of @ warm and ‘affectionate dispositios
His mora! character has always been iv
reproachable, aud his walk and conver.
sation circumspect. In his rejigioa
views he is orthodox" and evangelicsh
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and as a preacher, is highly acceptable.
He frequently officiated in my pulpit,
both in the English and Gaelic langua-
ges, with great satisfaction to my people
and myself ; and I have no hesitation
in expressing my confident hope that he
will prove a faithful and diligent Minis-
ter of the Gospel in any Highland or
Lowland Parish where Providence may
order his lot.

Given at the Manse of Kirkmichael,
in the Presbytery of Abernethy, the
26th day of February, 1853 years, by

(Signed) James GranT,

Minister of Kirkmichael.

From the Rev. F. W. GuraxTt, Knockando.
BManse of Knockando, 1st Murch, 1853.

I have much pleasure in bearing my
testimony in favour of the Rev. Patrick
Gordon, Licentiate of the Presbytery of
Abernethy, whom I have known for
nearly three years.

He preached here last summer with
acceptance. His statement of Gospel
truth is clear, simple, and correct ; his
manners gentle, and his conduct unim-
peachable. In short, I believe, from
what 1 have seen and heard of Mr.
Gordon, that he will prove a faithful
workman, and one exhibiting, in his
daily walk, a living epistle of the truth,
seen and read of those among whom he
may be called to labour.

(Signed) Franocis W. Granr,

Mansster.

From the Rev. Patrick GiaNT, Tenandry,
Perthshire.

These certify that the bearer, the. Rev.
P. Gordon, has been an intimate acqua-
+ intance of mine from his bayhood ; that,
though deprived at an early age of the
superintendance of an earthly father,
and left with the care of a widowed
mother, and numerous family, who
mainly depended for support on his ex-
ertigns, he has uniformly conducted hina-
self with exemplary prudence and pro-
priety, and maintained a charactef hugh-
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ly be coming his views towards the sacr-
ed office of the ministry.

That he has preached with much ac-
ceptance in English and Gaelic to my
people on more occasions than one, on
which Fhad the plesure of being present;
that, judging from the earnestness of his
piety ; from the selemnity of his maoner
and from the thoroughly evangelical tone
of hia discourses, I have no hesitation in
expressing the confident hope that, with
the guidance and blessing of the Al-
mighty Spirit, he will prove an accept-
able and successful labourer in whatever
part of the vineyard the Lord may see
fit to cust bis Jot.

Given at the Manse of Tenandry, this
7th day of March, 1833, by

(Signed) PaTricK GRANT.
Minster.

From the Rev. James Graxr, Cromdale.

I have much pleasure in stating that
I have been intimately acquainted with
Mr. Patrick Gordon, Preacher of the
Gospel, from his earliest years, and that
I have uniformly entertained a very
favourable opinion of his principles and
conduct.

Whilst on probationary trials before
the Presbytery of Abernethy, it is but
Jjustice to say that he acquitted himself
in a highly creditable manner. Since
he became a Preacher he officiated in
this as well as in most of the neighbour-
ing parishes, with great credit to himself
and satisfaction to his hearers. N

His views of divine truth are evanx
gelical, and his manner of delivery °
modest and unpretending. In short, I
have no hesitation in recommending Mr,
Gordon as s young man likely to prove
in all respects, a faithful and efficient
Minister of the Gospel of Christ.

(Signed) Jaxes GRaNT.
15th-March, 1853, Minister of (romdals.

From the Rev. J. STEwART, Abernethy.

I hereby certify that Mr. Patrick
Gordon, Preacher of the Gospel, Tom.
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intoul, officiatea in my pulpit during the
course of the last Summer, and, as I
understand, with much acceptability to
the congregation.

I may take this opportunity of further
eertifying that Y% Gordon is very well
known to me, and that I consider him a
young man of mosat excellent principles,
both moral and religious, and who, I
have every reason to think, will devote
himself with cll earnestness to the work
of the ministry of the Gospel.

(Sigued) J. STEWART.

From the Rev. Arcap. CLerk, Mintster of
! Kilmallte.

The Rev. Patrick Gordon has officiat-
ed for nearly two years as Wissionary
Minister of Fort-William in the parish
of Kilmallie.

[® His preaching is scriptural and earnest
his conduct has been uniformly most ex-
cellent and exemplary, affording the best
evidence that those principles which he
strives to impress on others influence his
own heart and his own life. T state not
merely my -own belief, but the belief of
all who are acquainted with Mr. Gordon
when I express the conviction that he
will prove a most conscientious, laborious
and excellent parish minister, wherever

his lot may. be cast.
Certified % Manse of Kilmallie,
this 6th day ofMay, 1856, by

(Signed) Axrcap. CLERK,

Minister.
AR, VREC IS
REPORT OF REV. R. McCUNN,
DELEGATE TO SCOTLAND.
SUBMITTED T0 THE PRESBYTERY OF

Picrou Accust 80.

In fulfilment of the Commission en-
trusted to me I proceeded to Scotland
by the R. M. S. ¢ Austrian,” leaving
Halifax on Tuesday, 18th April, and
arriving in Liverpool at noon on Friday
28th. On the first Sabbath of May, at
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the request of Mr. Muir, I conducted
service in the Parish Church of Dal-
meny, and in the evening addressed the
Prayer Meeting. On Monday 15th
May, having intimation from the Con-
vener, of a meeting of the Colonial
Committee to be held at 22 Queen St.
Edinburgh, T attended there, and found
Revds. Dr. Jenkins and G. M. Grant
also present, Each of the delegates was
invited to make any statement he desired
o the Committee. Mry, Grant in his
statement commented with great severity
on the action of theCommittee in making
such favorable grants to the . Picton
Presbytery, and deprecated the liberal-
ity of the Committee as unwise and
havinzx an injurious tendency. In what
particular way the injury was to be
done, whether by raising the clergy toa
position of extreme wealth that would be
dangerous to their morals, or by inter-
fering with the success of plans for
Union on thé East River, was not pre-
cisely indicated. Ie likewise com-
plained that the disposal of the grant
had not been entrusted to him as Con-
vener of the Home Mission Board. I
took occasion to explain to the Com-
mittee the unreasonableness of Mr.
Grant’s statements, and at the same
time to say that it the majority mani-
feste® any hostility of'this sort to the
Presbytery of Pictou, the prospect of
completing the Union, as far as Pictou
was concerned, would be indefinitely
postponed.

On Thursday the 18th, I again pro-
ceeded to Edinburgh, and was present at
the opening of the General Assembly.
On the following day, in the atternoon
the Assembly called for the report of
the Committee on Colonial Missions.
After the reading of the report Mr.
Muir introduced the Delegates. All
the Delegates were very warmly re-
ceived, and their addresses were listened
to with evideut interest. ~ The deliver-
ance of the Assembly was as follows:

The General Assembly [approve
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of the report, renew the declar-
ation of unabated interest in all that
concerns the spiritual welfare of Scottish
Presbyterians throughout the colonies,
and, in particular, encourage the com-
mittee to follow up the advantageous
opening in Fiji, and approve of the
provisional arrangement for the supply
of the Mauritius ; the Assembly cordially
welcoms the deputies from Australia and
Canada, thank them for the interesting
information they have imparted and the
assurance they have given of the
continued respect and affection for the
Church of Scotland entertained by the
brethren in ghose colonies, and in return
reaffirm their resolution to cultivate
friendly relations and co-operate with the
Presbyterian Churcbes in these as in all
other colonies who are willing to work
with them;the Assembly have heard
with interest that the union of Presby-
terians in Canada has at length taken
place, the terms on which this union has
been effected having been brought
under consideration of last Assembly,
»and that Assembly having declared that
there was nothing ip those terms to
prevent the Assembly from wishing
God-speed in their future labours to
brethrey who proposed to accept union
on that basis, or from co-operating with
them in any way that might be found
possible in the new state of things ; the
Assembly resolve to record and convey
to the brethren in the United Church of
the Dominion an expression of their
earnest prayer that God may be pleased
to hallow and bless the union, and make
it a means of promoting peace as well
as all the other interests of religion ; the
Assembly at the same time regret to
learn that the threatened division in the
Canadian Synod, of which intimation
was given to last Assembly, has to some
extent become a reality ; as to different
views of duty in regard to accepting or
rejecting the union, the Assembly, like
all former Assemblies, express no opin-
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ion, but being persuaded that those
brethren who have declined to enter the
United Church, not less than those who
have accepted the union, have acted
under a strict sense of duty, the Assembly
assure them of ‘their continued regard
and desire for their prosperity and use-
fulness ; and while the Assembly will not
cease to pray and use such means as may
be within their power, and entreat their
brethren in Canada to unite in the same
prayer and efforts, that all heats may be
allayed, and any remaining division may
be healed, they will cordially continue
to co-operate in any possible way tvith
both parties in promoting the religious
intérests of their colonial brethren ; the
Assembly having learned from the de-
puties that an impression exists in Can-
ada that the Church of Scotland regards
the action of these connected with herin
Canada in forming the union nqw con-
summated as an indication of disloyalty
to the parent Church, arsure the depu-
ties that they entertain no such idea,
but, on the contrary, give full credit to
the representations they have received
from the brethren on that subject.

1 may state that the closing sentence was
evidently introduced after a good deal
of pressure brought to bear upon the
framer of the deliverance by Mr. Grant
and Dr. Jenkins, As Mr. Muir was
willing to accept the proposed deliver-
ance, it was allowed to become the
findipg of the House. I sbhould add,
howgver, that one or two members of
Assémbly who ventured to hint that the
minority should be discountenanced in-
stead of encouraged, were very promptly
put down, and made to feel that the
Assembly would entertain no such pro-
posal, but was desirous to recognize and
retain under its special care any minis-
ters and congregations who chose, and
as long as they chose. to remain in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland,
and the understanding of the Assembly
clearly was that such ministers and
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congregations had undoubtedly a .rela-
tion to the Mother Church, which those
who had entered the Union could no
longer claim. -

During my stay in Scotland, I took
every opportomity of making enquiries
regarding Gaelic ministers for our field,
but was met with the universal reply
¢ almost impossible’—not enough Gaelic
ministers for the Home Churches. [
corresponded with the Rev. P. Gordon,
Duncansburgh, who seems disposed to
cast in his lot with us, on condition that
some congregation here would give him
a callon the strength of the Testimonials
which he bas forwarded by me.

I lost no opportunity, moreover, of
conversing with miniaters of our Church
and placing in as favorable a light as
possible the pesition of the minority, and
to avery large number I sent copies of
our *“ April” RECORD.

I may add that at Dalmeny, at
Abercorn and on several occasions in
Greenock I had opportunities of address-
ing large audiences on the subject of
¢ Evangelistic work” and the progress
of the Gospel in Nova Scotia. |

I cannot close without referring to the
warm welcome I received at the Manse
of Dalmeny and at the Manse of Abercorn.
The kindness shewn to me by Mr. Muir,
as Convener of the Colonial Committee,
Ttrust I am not wrong in regarding as
intended to mark his deep interest in the
churth here, of which I was honoured
to be the representative. Mr. Playfair,
likewise, naturally takes a more than
usual amount of interest in our Presby-
tery, dnd looks back with great delight
to his visit last summer. To myself,
personally, the Sabbaths I spent in theg
parishes were very delightful. :

Respectfully submitted,

Rosertr McConx. *
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MINUTESOF THE PRESBYTERY
OF PICTOU.

St. ANDREW’S CHURCR

Pictou, 30th Aug 1876.

.

The usual quarterly meeting of the
Presbytery of Pictou was held here this
day—Rev. W. McMillan, Moderator,
with whom were present Rev. Messrs
Herdman, Coull, Stewart. Fraser, Dunn,
Mackichan and McCunn, Ministers, and
Duncan McMillan, Duncan Matheson,
Henry Munro, Alex. Fraser, Alex,
Baillie, Hector McKenzie and Joh{l Me¢-
Kenzie, Elders. A commission ' from
St. Andrew’s Church, in favor of the
first mentioned elder was read and sus-
tained; in the case’ of the others the
formal commissions were not forthcom-
ing, but were ordered to be produced
at next meeting, and in the meantime
their names were included in the seder-
unt. The Rev. D. McKay, of Stoer,
Scotland, was also present, and the fol-
lowing Catechists, viz., Messrs. Charles
McEchern, Jas. Fitzpatrick and W. C.
Herdmab.  Representatives likewise
appeared from the vacant congregations
of Gairloch, Saltsprings and Earltown.
The minutes of previous meetings were
read and sustained. It was moved,
seconded and agreed to that the Rev.
Geo. Coull, Minister of New Glasgow,
be appointed Moderator for the current
year, and he being present took the
chair accordingly. A vote of thagks
was conveyed to Mr. McMillan, fotgbe
excellent manner in which he had filled
the chair during the past year.

The Clerk introduced to the Court
the Rev. D. McKay, and read a Pres-
byterial Certificate in his favor from
the Presbytery of Dornoch. Mr. Me-
Kay ‘was warmly welcomed by the
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Moderator, and invited to sit and delib-
erate.

Mr. McCunn read the report of his
Yission to Scotland, as Delogate from
this Presbytery to the (seneral Assembly
of the Chureb of Seotland, which is as
follows :  (8ee page 127.)

It was moved, seconded and agreed
to that the Delegate had. on the whole,
performed the duties assigned to him

faithfully and well, and that the sum of

$180.00 be granted to detray expeoses,
being the bare outlay incurrred in the
journey. )

Mr. Duncan McKenzie, J.’Archeve-
que, Cape Breton, intimated, by letter,
his intention of applying to this Pres-
bytery for examination, previous to
entering the Theological Hall, and a
committee consisting of Messrs. Herd-
man, Coull and Fraser, was appointed
to conduct the exgmination when he
shall come forward. *

It was agreed to give orders to draw
for the several ‘sums due to them to

Messrs  McEchern, Fiwpatrick and
Herdmag, Catechists. Also to give

cards of transfer to Messrs Fitzpatrick
and Herdman, who proceed to Pr nce-
town and propose placing them-elves
under the care of an American Pres-
bytery. '

There was laid on the table and read
by the Clerk, a call from the congrejza-
tion of Gairloch in favor of Rev. D,
McKay. guaranteeing an annual stipend
of $800.00, with the understanding that
a house and glebe would also be pro-
vided. The call was sustained, and
the congregation of Gairloch commend-
ed for their prompt action in the matter.
There was also read a request from
Earltown desiring that Mr. McKay
might bave an ogportunity of preaching
at the Falls and at W. B. R. John. The
Rev: Mr. McKay, having had the call
placed in his hands, desired that, in the
circumstances, a delay of a month might
be granted ; it was, therefore agreed to
allow the call to lie on the table till an
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adjourned meeting to be held in thia
place on Wednesdny 27th Scptember at
12 a. mr.

Members reported that they had ful-
filled their appointments tor the past-
quarter.

The following appolntments were
then made for the current quarter.

Rev. Mr. McKay Sab., 3rd Sept  Falls.

" * 10th * Gairloch.
I7th « W.B.R.J
. * 24th * Saltsprings.

“ “

Rev. Messm Fraser and Stewart were
appointed & deputation to Cape Breton
for Sabbath 17th Sept. Mr. Fraser 1o
proceed also to Loch tomqml for ¥ab-
bath 24th.  Mr. McEchern 1o preach
on the Intter day at Cape John. _

Mr. . Herdman read report of his
labours as Catechist for two months in
Cape Breton.  Me. MacKichan gave
notice of motion «anent change of place
of meeting.

The following were appointed a com-
mittee on Finaucial matters and on cor-
respondence with the Colon’l Committee,
viz,, Messvs Fraser, Coull and the
Clerk

‘The next regular quarterly meeting
was appointed to be held here on the
last Wednesday of November, at 11
a. m., and this sederunt was closed with
the Benediction.

Rosert McCuxx,
Pres. Clerk
1 R ——...

We publish for the sake of our Gaelic
vacant congregations, the testimonials
in favor of Rev. Patricky(3ordon, of
Fort William, simply to give an oppor-
tunity, in case they are very anxious to
secure a Gaelic Minister. We do not
even know that Mr. Gordon would, for
certain, accept a call, but at all events
his attention has been directed to our
field, and he seems disposed to enter-
tain any proposals that may be made to
him on the subject.
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One would have thought that for the
“first year or two. at least, all our Min-
isters and Klders who seemed so anxi-
ous for Union, judging by their speeches

and their votes, would count no labor ,

irksome that would help in carrying on
the work of the new Church. But
how many attended the General Assem-
bly at Toronto? Mr. Grant, Mr.
Anderson, Mr. Melville and one or
two others are the only representatives.
The list of the Absentees is large.
Messrs. Wilson, of Chatham, McRae, of
St. John, Dunean, of*Ch'town, McLean,
of Belfast, M¢Millan, of Truro, Murray,
of Wallace, Sutherland, of Pugwash, afe
all conspicuous by their absence.

Still more significant is the fact that
one after another of the former Minis-
terg of the Church of Scotland, after
being a year in the United Church seem
willing to leave it again. Rev. John
Campbell seemed. by his vote, to be
in favor of Union, but now by bis uctiun
in accepting a charge in Scotland, he
plainly makes it appear, what we were
inclined to think all the time, that he
prefers the Charch of Scotland for all
that.

Rev. R. J. Cameron, of St. John, is
precisely in the same position. Really,
brethren, it won't do fur any more of
you to leave in the mecantime, though
rumor has it, that the exodus is not
over yet.

WE have lost all faith in the periodi-
cal prufessivns, made by certain parties,
of their reluctance to draw on the Col-
onial Committee. It has been made
abundantly evident, over and over again,
that those who make such professions
are perfectly willing to draw as largely

as they can for thar vien purposes. The.

late Conmvencr of the Home Mission
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Board madé loud professions, that the
sum drawn from the Committee was
becoming smaller year after year, and
it was repeatedly declared to be a shame
for such congregations as McLennan's
Mountain, Wallace &c., to be dependent
on the Home Church. The supple-
mented minister was continually made
to feel uncomfortable, and it isa fact
which those who know the circumstances
best cap fully corroborate, that one of
the very best ministers we ever had,
Rev. J. Anderson of Wallace, wus
simply driven from our field, because he
was perpetually annoyed by such re-
marks. Every one knows that he was
ascontented and happy and useful in
Wallace as any minister could possibly
be, and no man could be more warmly
attached to the Church of Scotland. 1t
is our deliberate conviction that if the
grants had come all along direct from
the Colonial Committee, who always
give “liberally, and upraiding not,” in-
stead of through the late Home
Mission Board, Mr. Anderson would
have been both in Wallace and in the
Presbytery of Pictou to this day. No
one objects to the endowment of a Pro-
fessor’s chair,and the training of a native
ministry for future years, but we have
to provide for the present as well as the
future, and it is surely carrying too far
that wisdom, of which some people are
supposed to possess so large a share, to
neglect the living present, in providing
for the distant future. While it is cer-
tainly the prerogative of the Church of
Scotland’s Colonial Committee, to pro-
mote the interests of Scottish Pres-
byteriade abroad, there cannot be a
doubt that the intention is to give a very
decided preference to those who are in
connection with the Church of Scotland,
and as the Presbytery of Pictou now
comprises the chief portion of those who
retain and rejoice in this connection, i
follows that it is the most legitimsate

- object to which the funds can be allo-

cated, to give liberal grants for the
support of ordinances within its bounds.
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HoreweLL.—Re¥. Mr. Galbraith
and Mrs. have been enjoying
a fortnight'sfdrlough amoung their old
friends at Bathurst, N. B. They were
expected to return in the S. S. « Mir-
amichi” on Saturday last.

On account of the commmunion in
connection with Rev. Mr. Stirling’s con-
gregation at Saltsprings on Sabbath
24th inst.,, Rev. Mr. McKay will preach
at Gairloch on that day, instead of at
Saltsprings. :

Picrou IsLanp.—Mr. G. L. Gordon,
Catechist, has laboured for three months
in this interesting field, which is under
the care of the Pictou Kirk Session.
The people have done their part well,
and have paid towards the support of
the Catechist with great liberality.

-

SteELLARTON.—During the summer
the church here has been put in excellent
order. With new shingles outside and
new carpeting inside we have no doubt
the congregation will be both comfortable
and quiet. They have also placed a
new clock in the front gallery.

Our good friend, Mr. Charles Mc-
Echern, who has done excellent service
in supplying vacancies during the sum-
mer months, leaves for Edinburgh next
month. He fully intends returning to
Nova Scotia next summer, when we
hope to welcome him as an ordsined
minister.

A very noticeable feature in all the
churches in Scotland is the fact that
after the blessing is pronounced the con-
gregation resume their seats, and sit in
perfect stillness and silence for a few
teconds, instead of rushing out with un-
becoming haste. We earnestly com-
mend this mild innovation to all our
ministers and congregations.

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

132

We publish on our first page, an ex-
tract from one of Principal Cairds -
University Sermons. We had the
pleasure of listening to the Rev. gentle-
man during our visit to Scotland. He
is the most eloquent preacher of the
present day in Scotland. The sermon
from which we make the extract is a
noble production.

EasT RivEr—We are giad to learn
that matters are prosperous in connection
with St. Paul’s Church. Active pre-
parations are being made for the building
of the Manse. Our esteemed youung
friend at Stellarton, kinsman of Mr.
James Cumming, Elder. collected $100
towards the Manse Fund. We fear the
venerable elder will not approve of the
entbusiasm of his nephew and namesake.

GarrLoca.—The eongregation of this
place are actively engaged in negotiations
for the purchase of & Manse and Glebe,
in the hope that on the 27th inst., Mr.
McEKay will accept the call to be their
pastor. We have every reason to be-
lieve that it is likely they will not be .
disappointed. At all events they deserve
to be successful.

Three more ministers have left the
Free Chburch; and joined the Estafflish-
ment. They are all in the Presbytery
of Glasgow. The Edinburgh Scotsman
complains that the newspapers will find
it a very serigus matter to chronicle all
the conversions, if they continue at the
same rate. They propose to have a
separate part of the paper for the pur
pose. After the list of “Births, Deaths
and Marrirges” we may expect to find
a heading “ Secessions from the Free
Church.” The fact cannot be concealed
that the Free Churchis in a very un
satisfactory position at the present time.
Their experience ought to be enough
to satisfy others that union negotiations
form a somewbat difficult branch of
Ecclesiastical business.
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Barxey's River—It is pleasing to
note indications, on the part of our minis-
ters that, instead of becoming dissatisfied
with the conntry, they have thoughts of
making it their home, and do not intend
to be migrating from place to place. In
this connection we note with pleasu
that the Rev. Mr. Mackichan is having\

erected for himself a comfortable house
at Barney’s River, which it is expected
will be ready before the cold wenther
comes.

JPURIDUENIN N

What news from the old country ? is a
_ question we are frequently asked of
Iate. For one thing, our friends will be
pleased to learn, that the Church that is
making most progress at the present
time is the old Church of Scotland. For
instance in the one Presbytery of
Greenock, the nuwmber of Parishes has
increased by nine duripg the Jast twenty
years, and several of these have been
endowed within the last few years, All
aver the land churches are being erect-
ed and parishes endowed. It does seem
a pity to break our connection with the
Qld Church, just when sheis in her
best days.

SarrsprINGs.—During  the past
month or two this congregation has been
pretty well supplied. considering that
it is a vacant congregation. They have
had the services of catechists, ordained
ministers, and Doctora of Divinity, for
all which they are no doubt thankful.
Professor Pollok has been kindly con-
ducting service, not only bere, but in
masy of our other churches. It ought

to be mentioned that the people of Salt-
springs have done themselves credit by
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the kind manper, in which they gave to
the Rev. Mr. McKay the use of their
excellent mange. Mr, McKay speaks in
the highest terms of their considerate
conduct, and iz much cheered by their
kindness.

o

Picrouv.—A sad event happened on
the evering of the 15th inst. Mr. John
urray, for many years night-watchman
at Pictou Landing, accidentally fell over
_thé wharf, while in the discharge of his
duties. No one saw the accident, and
attention was first drawn by the strange
behaviour of Mr. Murray’s dog. The
body was recovered during the night.
Mr. Jack had thesad dury of breaking
the tidings to the widow, and during the
night Rev. Mr. Herdman aiso went to
the home of the bereaved family. The
funeral on Monday afterncon was very
largely attended. Mr. Murray was 72
years of age.

River Jomv.—Arrangements bave
been made for the delivery of a short
series of Lectures on Seripture characters
by different ministers.” They will be
delivered mostly on the Friday evenings,
at 7 o'clock in the Kirk. Rev. Mr
Herdman will lecture on the character
of Daniel. Rev. Mr. McKay (of Stoer)
on Enoch. Rev. Mr. Dunn on Elisha
The dates of these, and of the others will
be duly announced. They will, no doubt,
prove both interesting snd very instruc-
tive to all the congregation, and to any
from other congregations who may attend,
as they are cordially invited todo. We
recommend all who can to attend the
whele series, '
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To the Editor of the Monthly Record.

S1a,—Will you kindly allow me a
little space for a few remarks upon an

article which appeared in the Recorp"

of July; headed ¢ The Macdonnell Case.’

The article aliuded to has, I fear,
proved both a ‘stumbling block’ and &
¢ rock uf offence’ to many of the staunch-
est supporters of the Church of Scotland,
within the bounds of Pictou Presbytery
—the former from the manner in which
it appears, the latter from the matter it
contains.

‘The Macdonnell case’ having been
presented to the readers of the ReCcoRrD
in the form of an original article, with-
out any qualifying statement Bs to the
sentiments contained therein being en-
dorsed or not by the Editer, I believe
that many of those to whom I refer who
are not experts in literary criticism,
have overlooked the slight internal evi-
dence it coatains of its being merely
extracted from some other paper,
and that therefore the then acting
Editor,whether he held them or not, can
in nowise be considered responsible for
the opinions it contains.

With regard to the more important
subject—the opinions embodied in the
article—although I feel that it is great
presumption in so feeble a person as my-
self, to dare to join issue with & Goliath
of the press of some city of either of the
greater provinces, from a paper of one of
which I believe the ¢ case’ to have been
taken, yet knowing that in the struggle
of right against might, truth against error
the battle is not aiways to the strong, I
venture to do so.

The writer of the ‘case’ evidendy
considers himself a perfect master of
that literary ‘femce’, whichat no time
very ingennous, is often very convenient
to men in his position, as it helps them,
whilst making a great display, to hold
their own with all sides. 1In this in-
stance I think both churches have good
reasen to exclaim, ¢ save us from such

-
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friends.” He is a blunt, honest friend
this, for sooth, to both parties and con-
sequently privileged to tell them in turn
disagreeable truths as he supposes. The
first of these to whichk he treats the
Established Church is that at the dis-
ruption she lost, ‘as a»rule’ the men
who were ‘most in earuest This'is
surely a sufficiently nauseous draught,
but then the child may be coaxed to
swallow it, for is it not a nice tempting
spoonful of sugar to take after it, to
know™that these men were more severe
in their views of Church doectrine and
Church discipline than is compatible
with the existence of a lberal Church,
which may even look forward to s
glorious future in which she * may get
along’ without any other than the Con-
gregationalist’s formulated system of
theology, the Bible. Far be it from me
te deny that at the disruption many,
very many noble and earnest men leff
the Church of Scotland, and deeply too
did she feel their loss, butthat, ‘as a
rule, the men who remained were both
able for and earnest in their work, y
need only peint this arbiter Eeclesiarum
to results, unless, indeed, he is utterly
ignorant of what he presumes to write
upon, or belongs to some ornithologicsl
species allied to Coleridge's owlet
atheism which

“ Hoots at the glorious sun in heaven
Crying out, * where is it?

as to another of those ‘diries in which
be scems as strong as all the Churches
combined are in ‘doxies’ I should like
to learn the curious mental process by
which one arrives at the conclusion that
8 Church not alone Tecognized by the
State as it is organivally constituted, but
actually forming part of the body politic
cao bave less power to enforee the ob-
servance of her Standards than & mere
voluntary Association. I am Joth fo
think that the writer in bis allusion to
this subject would insinuate that the
Church of Scotland is becoming so faith-
Jess that she will not enforce her author-
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i inst' recnsants, for fear of their
gelﬁ:n the ranks of' those who have
begun to cry out for disestablishment—
soeh an insinuation should be regarded
by all candid men as infinitely more
dishonorable in the author of it than
dishonoring to the Church of Scotland.
In regard to the doctrine of eternal
punishment we are told that ¢ the Bible
seems to speak plainly enough. It is
a great pity that this theologian’s writing
does not conform more to the Serip-
taral injunction of the ¢yea, yea and
nay, nay,’ for had he only omitted that
convenient little word seems our un-
settled minds would have been forever
quieted in respect of this momentous
question. As it is he has left us in the
dark as to whether Mr. Macdonnell has
or has not by the expression of his
doubts discarded the authority, even
of the Congregationalists’ formulated
system of theology—the Bible. But in
addition to this, the magnificent com-
pliment paid to the Old Kirk when he
states that the matter would most likely
never have reached the Presbytery,
much less the Synod would have been
perfect and her character as a lberal
Church established beyond all question.
For my own part and I feel sure it is
the opinion of all her real friends
who have remained true to the remnant,
representing the Church of Scotland
in these Provinces, I am perfectly satis-
fied that the matter wonld haae come
before the Presbytery, but 1 can
scarcely think,” mor do I, for one,
see that there would bave been
occasion for it, that, considering the ac-
knowledgement and concession made by
Mr. Macdonnell, there would bave been
such a stormy discussion over it as there
has been in the Assembly of the United
Church. n sghort, Mr. Editor, the
whole article quoted in the RECORD wtih
all its padding of threadbare expressions
and phrases, is simply one of the poorest
specimens of that twaddle which some-
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“times from pressure of time will find its
way into even ably conducted papers.

I bad intended with the above to dis-
miss the subject, but, if you do not think
it encrogching too much upon your
space, I should like in conclusion to
make one or two remarks upon the
¢ Care’ from my own point of view.

Mr. Macdonnell stated before the
Assembly that at one time he had no
difficulty about the ordinarily under-
stood view of the Church as to the
eternity of future punishment, but that
he was not now exactly in that position.
He certainly, he says, does not reject
the teaching of the Church, but so long
as he entertains doubts, difficulties and
perplexities, he cannot say simply and
yithont explanation “ I am here.” If
asked whether he believed the teaching
of the Confession of Faith, to be founded
on and agreeable to the word of God he
could say, that he did. Again his
final statement is this, * notwithstanding
difficulties which I have regarding the
eternity of future punishment, I continue
my adhesion to the doctrine as implied
in my assent to the Confession of Faith
formerly given,” and he further tells us
in his speech that he believes the teach-
ing of the Confessian of Faith, to be
founded on and agreeable to the word
of God, and that when he falls back
upon Scripture it is because he finds
presisely the same difficulty which he
has in regatd.to the use of certain words
in the Scriptuxes, when the words are
quoted in the Confession of Faith. Now,
Mr. Editor, to my mind it seems diffi-
cult to conceive of a more submissive
and loyal adherence 4o the Standards of

his Church than is“iqdicated by this
language. Here we bavenl%_%;f a
man of intellect—an aroused; earnest,

anxious inquiring mind—almost over-
whelmed with those difficulties and per-
plexities which must ever I believe,
more or less, trouble the highest finite
capacity, when it attempts to fathom. the
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more mysterious designs of infinite
Wigdom, yet willing to bow to the
authority of his Church and to accept
its teaching upon a most vital doctrine
as emanating from a degree of enlight-
enment by the Holy Spirit, which has
not been vouchsafed to himself indivi-
dually. Y am very far indeed, from ap-
proving of Mr. Macdonnell’s promulgat-
ing his doubts and difficulties in his
public ministrations, but I readily believe
that in the Old Kirk he would have
found so much of that charity, which
covereth a multitude of sins as would
have been satisfied with visiting this
indiscretion, with at most a reprimand
and an injunction to abstain from such
action in future. For my own part I
trust I may say that since there has
beeu union between these brethren I
feel nothing but good will towards their
Church, yet 1 do think it would
liave been none the less to the glory of
God, and for the harmony and consoli-
dation of that Church if the milder coun-
sels proposed had prevailed in regard to
a brother wandering in- doubt and per-
plexity.
1 am, Mr. Editor,
Yours, &e.
LavymaN.

-
&

To the Editor of the Record.

Dear Sir,—At the end of May I
was appointed by the Presbytery to
labour as a Catechist for two months at
Newvton, River Inhabitants, and Black
River, Cape Breton, I ngust speak in
the highest terms of the kindiiess shown
me, for I was favourably received and
hospitably entertained everywhere.* 1
commenced my work on June 11th, at
River Inhabitants, making Black River
my next station and Newton my last
Thus three Sabbaths were spent at River
Inbabitants and three at Black River,
The audiences at River Inhabitants were

retty large and very attentive. The
p .
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zeal of Mr. McLauchlan, Elder, deserves
to be mentioned, for he is resolved to
have a new tent for the summer Sacra-
mental occasion. At Black River, ou
the whole the attendance was not so
good. The two congregations at this
place will probably unite in soon erect-
ing a suitable fence around thg burying-
ground. At Newton I'was prepared to
officiate, but as at this season the people
had difficulty in procuring a suitable
house, none was provided. At this
place I delivered but ope address, and
that was on a Sunday evening in the
church of the Rey. Mr. Forbes, and on
his invitation. One Sabbath was de-
voted to River Dennis. Sunday services
were also given to Grandance, Kempt
Road, and West Bay, and fifty-three
families in their houses in the different
localities were visited. The total num-
ber of occasions on which T officiated
was sixteen ; and I trust that if not from
these, from the family visiting at least,
by the blessing of God, some permanent
good may have resulted.
'W. C. HERDMAN.
| e ——————— g

ACENOWLEDGMENTS.

For Presbytery Clerk’s Fee

McLennan's Mt, Kirk Session, $4 00
Stellarton and Westville, 4 00

CASH RECEIVED FOR RECORD.

D. McDougall, Loch Side, C.B. $3 00
Rev. Mr. McKichan, 10 00
Sam’l Fraser, Bridgeville, E. R, 1 50
Ken. McKenzie, W. B. R. John, 6 00
Janmes HisLop.

Sept. 19, 1876:

Expenses of Delegate to Scatland.
Stellarton and Westville per Rev.

Mr, Dunn, $20.00.
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HOME MISSION.

Recv’'d from Earltown. 88 00
« HopewellW. . E.R. 18 00
“  Salteprings, 132 00
“ Newton, Cape Breton, 2 50
«  8t. Phillip’s, Westville, 22 00
«  Stellarton, 15-22
“  West Branch, R- John, 60 00

James Hisvop,
Sept. 19, 1876.

8, 8. LESSONS.

Notes on Int2raational Sabbath S. hool Les-
801s, by Rev. F. N. and M. A. Paloubet.

Lessox XII. SerteMBger 17, 1876.

A Gobory Lier, ECCLESIASTES {2: 1-14
(B.c. 977.)

1 Remember, etc. Youth is not only the
season of enjoyment, but of religion  checriul.
ness and joy are to be cherished, the pleasures
of life are to be enjoyod, sorrow and pain are
to be bamished , but the whole con(%ucz in
referonce to these things is to be regulated by
the rememberance of the Creatof, (1) of the
intimate relation in which the creature stands
to him, {2).6f the blessings which he has re-
ceived from him, (3) of the duties which he
owes to him, and (4) of the judgment appoint-
ed by him, into which he is to be brought.

2.” When the preacher s es of “‘the sun,
the light, the moon, and the stars being dark-
<ened,” he probably means this as a general and
introductory statement of the pains and misers
ies of age.

3. The general reprosentation is that of the
decay of a house, or rather of a housechold es-
tablishment.

4. Doors shut. It seerns best to understand
this of the lips, which are clsewhere catled
doors in the Scriptare. The meaning is thet
the old man seldom opens his moath o eat o5

6. The verse which describes the aged man
a8 “‘afraid of that which is high, and  his foars
shall be in the way,” applies clearly to the
difficulty which he expericnces in making any
ascents, as.well as to the timidity which the
consciousness of his infirm ocondition compels
him 1o exhibit when he walks abroad into the
public ways, which is particalarly the casoin
the narrow streets of the East, where the com,
rarative security of raisod footpaths is not af,
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6. Silver cord, etc. Tha “silver cord” is
supposed to denote that repslendent white cord
(the spinal marrow) which passes shrough the
entire Jength of the backbone, and which,
medical writers inform s, is much liabel to be
relaxed and weakened in old age, or & part
thereof altogether broken in its functions, pro-
ducing those paralync affections, the tremprs
and dabilities to which the aged are particular
1y liable.

7. So death resulves us into our first princi-
plea. Man wa ray of heaven anited with a
clod of earth.

8. The idea denotwd by this frequent word
is transitoriness, swift passing away, rather than
aothingness.

9, 10. Tho most probable view is that verses
9 and 10 are an 1nserted prose note by some
other hand, intended to call_special sattention
to the weighty concluding words that follow
from the original author.

11. They are of use as goads to excite to
daty, and ns nails to fig and render constant
such as aredesultory.

12. My soun is equivalent;to “ruy scholar.
The design of this sentiment scems to be satis-
fied with & few good books of the wise, rather
than tu perplex themselves with reading many
books or making new oncs.

13. The meaning may be thus expressed :
My discourse nave come to an end. I have
nothing more to say except this, the mos$ im_
portant thing which can be ssid: Fear God
ete.

The root of religion 1s the fear of God.
The rule of religion 18 the law of God.

Lessox 1. Ocrossg 1, 1876.
Srspuen'stDerrNcs. Acts 7. 119.

‘¢ (s.D.33)

1.3 The high-priest, as president of the coun-
cilyand chief magistrato of the nation, interro-

tes the prisoner, Are these things so® name-
y, those alleged by his_accusors.

2. Men, brethren. The literal meaning of
the Greek is, Yo men, who are my brethren
and fythers.

3. Get thee out, stc. His countrymen and
bis kindred were idolaters. (Josh. 24: 2.)

5. And he gave to him during his life no fo-
Jfreritancs in it, no actual possession, but a pro-
mise only that his ;mter&(; ehonld occupy it
&2 some futaroe

§. Pour hundred years, tn egreoment with
Gox. 153 : 18; but shere and here s round
aumber, since tn Bx. 12. 40 “the sojourming
of Israsl who dwoltin Bgypt” is emid to bo

four hundred and thirty yosra.



