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* SOMETHING TO THINK OF THIS NEW YEAR.

Reading, one day, in Hebrews 3: 1, I was struck
with this particular message of St. Paul: “Consider
Jesus.”  This means “to think of Jesus.” Most of us
do think of Jesus in many ways. But I thought I
would iry and think of Him {rom the beginning of Ilis
varthly life and so on throughout the thirty-three years
e lived on carth, and

chapter he was given another name, which, I think, is
¢uite as lovely, “Emanuel,”” which means that our
Jesus was God, and not only God, but “God with us.”
What a delighful thought for consideration! Those we
most love we love to have always with us, and our
Jesus, being God, is always present to guide us in all
our ways, to protect us from every danger and to pro-
vide for all cur needs. We often want things that our

all wise God knows we

found it so intensely
infercsting that I am
going 1o write out a
few of these thoughts,
hoping it may prove
interesting also {o the
readers of our dear lit-
fle “Palm  Branch.”

Beginning at the latter
part of the Ist chapter

of Matthew let us read
where the angel ap-
peared o Joseph and
fold him of this won-
derful child that was {o

do mnot really need!
For St. Paul tells us,
“My God shall supply
all your needs.” When
this dear babe was horn
in  Bethlehem angels
appeared to some shep-
herds, who were wateh-
ing their sheep, and
told them also of the
star that would guide
them to where He was.
Yise men, also, from
the East, were led to
the spot, and they at

S
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he born of Mary. His
name also was given
and was to be Jesus. Why? Because that name
memt “Saviour.”  For He was to save His people from
their sins.  Joshua, whom we read of in the Old Testa-
ment, means the same, and he was a type of our Jesus,
for he led God's ancient people into the promised land
of Canaan.  So our Jesus will lead us to our promised
lime in heaven, if we only follow Him, But in this

 Rise, my soul, and strelch thy wings.”

once worchipped Him
as  their  Emanuel,
knowing He, though only a babe, was God, manifest in
the flesh. How glad the Romanists would be if that
pronoun Jiim had been them, for then they would think
it was right 1o worship the mother as well as the Son.
But now they have no Scripture for their worship of the
Virgin Mary.

Many think it was because of their poverty that

—DAVSIRING.
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Juseph and Mary had to go to u xlable,  But history
tells us that those only could bo taxed who were pos-
gessed of property, and the inn, or hotel, was g0 full
they had to prepare them lodging in an outhouse,
is not at all likely that the “’irgin Magy understood
fully who this wonderful baby of lers wus, and whes
she saw the homage paid {o him, wo are fold, *sShe
pondered these things in her heart.,” Lho eruel king
that then reigned over Palestine wus so jealous of the
child, called by the wiso men “King of the Jows,”
that he would have killed Him il ho had found iiim,
but God was watching over the 1loly Infant, IIc sont
an angel to warn Joseph, and one night he stole away
with the babe and mother, and went down into Leypt
and staid there till the king was dead; after which he
brought them {o Nazareth, and so Jesus was called a
Nazarene. ’

When Mary took him to the femple to be cireums-
cised, she, no doult, wondered what old Simeon meant
when he told her. “A sword should pierce through lier
own heart.” But when ler loved Son hung on the
cross and she saw the cruel goldiers pierce ITis dear
side with a spear, cho might have remembered the ol
Prophet’s words.

(70 be Continucd.) €0 Ross
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AUXILIARY SUBJECT OF PRAYER FOR MARCH

French Canadian Missions; Papal Countrics.

We must not became so interested in foreign mis.
sionary work that we forget that which les at our very
door, and sad it is to think that thera arve people living
so near us to whom it is necessary to send missionarics,
In the Provinee of Quebee there are 1,260,000 French
Canadians who are being {aught tho Roman (‘stholic
Religion.  T'rue, they ave not heathen, as we commonly
use the word, but, indeed, worship (Jod; yet so mueh
that is false has erept in that their worship is nol ac-
cording to the teaching of the Bible, They ackuowl-
cdge Jesus Christ, bul worship the Virgin Mary as the
mediator between {hemselves and the Father, and, be-
sides, include a long list of saints in their prayers and
devotions.  With them obedience to the church is {lie
first law, and the priesl stands in the place of God, hav-
ing power 15 forgive sin.  They are under the supreme
contral of the priest, and believe that he can do no
wrong. We do not need {o go {o foreign lands for
idol wership, as thesa poor deluded people think the
hones of saints have power {o enre dizeaxe and gickness,
Brary year thousands of pilgrims visil {he shyine of St,
Anne, believing that a yart of her bones, which are {o
he found there, can cure them of {heir digease

We helieve that the free uso of God’s word, 1lis
wiitten message 1> His people, is the right of every
human creature; but the prieais do not allow  their
people {o read wne Bible, only as {hey inferprel it for
them.  So we have eslablished mixsions {o {each themn
she {rue way s that “There §a one mediator helwaen God

<T'he Tnstitule is under the joint management of the

and men, the man Christ Jesus,” and that they my
know that “the Son of Man hath power on carth i
forgive sins,” and Ile only.

In the full of 1888 the I'rench Methodist Institute
at Montreal, was opened, and its work has ever been ac.
companicd with success. This term has opened hope
fully with 31 pupils-—=23 girls and 28 Dboys. The at.
{endance will inereage later on. Last year there wep
80 pupils, a large number being Roman Catholie:
The work last year was most encowaging, and the la
Sunday of the ferm more than half the pupils par
took of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and ex
pressed a delermination to follow Christ.  Besides the
Tostitute, there are four Mission Schools, one in the
cust end of Montreal, with an attendance of 66, with
Miss Matthieu as teacher, and one in the west end, with
an attendance of 133, Aiss Jackson being the teachar
In the country there are two small schools, one o
which is being taught by Miss Petit, a former student
ab the Institute. So we see the good seed is eing
scattercd, and who can iell what the harvest will be?

W. M S and the (leneral Board and Miss DMatthiw
and Mrs. Ross are our missionaries there.  DBesides the
tcaching aud work dous in the school-all our missior
avies do a great deal of visiting and work among the
poor of the eity. They all ask owr prayers that the
tecd thue scattered may hring forth mueh fruib.

We are also to pray for the spread of the Gospel in
all papal countries—Mexico, South America, Italy,
Spain and Trance. The latter country is, perhaps, the
readiest {0 receive the true worship of God and to wel
come His ambassadors. Let us pray that they may ke
gent,

Ont. ALCOW
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ANNUAL REPORT STUDY.

Any member may lead in {his exercise, and shoull
make herself familiar with it bcfore the meeling. Tadh
mmber should have in her hand a copy of the Annuwl
Report 1898-1899. Leader %isks  queslions,  {elling
where answers are to be found. After all Pave found
answer, Leader calls on one to read it.

1. Read laws 6, ¥ and 9 on page 176.

2, AVhat is an Auxiliary? Page 169, art vii.

3. What iz meant by “Branch?™ Page 168, art
vi., see, 1 ‘

1. Of whal must the officers of each Branch e
sisl? TPage 168, art. vi., sec. 2.

5. What is meant by “Branch Annual Jfeeling?
Page 31,

6. Tlow many Branches are there and name them?
Page 31.

7. Iow many Auxiliaries? TPage 31.

8. TITow many Mission Circles and Bands? Yage
31,

9. Whal amount was raised last vear hy  Cirele-
and BDands? TPage 31.

10, What was the tolal amount raised hy Auxilia
iee, Civcles and Bands? Page 31,
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Suggested Programme for March.

Opening Hymn—¢* The morning light is breaking.”
Short sentence prayers by leader m\d children.

A few verses from the Bible, read in turn.

Roll call.
Business—Reports &e.
Verse of some bright hymn.
7. Dialogue or recitation.

8, TField btudy questions, with map or blackboard.

Distribute Paim Branch.

. A few words of prayer by visitor or leader and march out
to the tune of ** Onward Christinn Soldiers.”

—_————————

FIELD STUDY FOR MARCH.

CHINA.

1S Ce e s

During the last three months we have been con-
sidering our missions in Japan. Before turning west-
ward {o study the fields in our own land, let us look at
the work and its workers in old Cathm This great
and ancient empire, so vast in territory, with its swarm-
ing cities, and thronging plains; with its mighty waier-
wave and lofty mountaing, and cverywhere the crowd-
ine humang, holds, in a far west provinee, one city that
has for ws growing interest. In establishing our mis-
sion in China it was necessary to choose between the
two stations of the General Society, Kiating and Chen-
iw. Chentu, the capital of Sz- chuen, was  decided
upon, and in the spring of 1892 work was opened up
in that large and interesting city.

Sz-clmen s the largest “of China’s cighteen prov-
inces, and is situated in the central west, close Iying on
Thibet. Great rivers traverse it (hence its mme,
mcaning “four streams™); mountains wall it from its
western nm-rhbour and reise their red sand-stone
peaks and great sanges throughout the whole provinee,
while roads cross and ra-crosg, forming highways for
its trade and travel. For the drah‘icts of Szeechuen are
so rich in tea, 1obacco, salt, rice, opiwm, drugs and wax,
a~ 1o supply not only eazh other’s needs, but also tu
export these producets to other provinces, and some-
times fo the wide world beyand.

The population of Sz-cliuen is rather greater than
il of Japan, and seven or eight times tlmi of C'an-
ada! Vast fracts are aceupied by native tribes. The
“avger part of the peaple s engaged in gardening and
f.n'mm;. all kinds of small frmts thriving marvel-
lously, while grains are readily cultivated, and in some
disricts sugar r and eatton are grown. To carry on the
erowing irale of this busy province many millions of
its people are occupiad in commerge and manufacture.

The journey from Vietoria, B. C., to our mission
station, Cherdu, is a long one, taking three and a half
menths.  This journey may be divided into three
stages. First, Victoria to Shanghai; second, Shanghai
ta Tehang: i]mﬂ Ichang to (‘hentu. Ieaving Vie-
toria and. crossing the Pacific the steamer reaches
Japan, stepping at Yokohama. Then it runs through
the heaufiful Inland Sea. remaining a day at Kope, tho
seaport of the faseinating old city of Kioto—*“the heart
ol Japan;™ thence out again into stormier waters, and
wross the China Sea to Shanghai.  So in {he shoxt

three or four of Iis servants,
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time of twenty-four days nearly 5,000 miles have been
made, and {he first qtnwo of the journey is done. From
Shanghai up, up the nu«rht\ river of Yang-tze a thouna-
and miles by steamer to Tchang, a preity town of
10,000 inhabitants, not conntnwr its hoat population.
This bit of the w ay is covered in  ten days.

The last stage of the journey is very tedious. The
cumbrous housc-boat toils slowly up the rapid-flowing
river through the remaining thousand miles that sep-
arate lchang from Chentu. These {wo and a hall
months of life in a liouse-boat hold much of excite-
ment and somewhat of danger, for here the mighty
Yangtse rushes madly throu«h the stupendous gorges,
and the opposing winds, for which ab times the canona
form a great tunnel, are foes not easily overcome. Yel
e day “the long, long journey is ended, and the ecity
of Chentu, near]v 7000 miles from the home-land, i3
reached.,

Looking claser into the life of China, we find (hai
mighly evils lie, like ugly ulcers, poisoning the life of
this greal people—among them heing the almost uni-
versal practice of i‘oot-bindin opium smoking. in-
fanticide. Woman’s life in China is very sad and lim-
ited, often a hopeless drudgery. Many {housands of
wirl habies are killed every year, or sold to baby-merch-
anis, who re-cell them for domestie service, or for other
anud more hideous puwrpeses. What great healing has
China fov these sores?  “Is there no balm in Gilead™
fer such?  Long, leng ago, five centuries hefore our
Lord’s coming two great Chinese sages lived and learn-
ed and tanght—Confucing and Laou-ize—and down
through the centuries their teachings have been fol-
lawed, especially that of Confucius, whose precepls
have become great moral laws to the Chinesc people.
“hen from Tndia at the beginning of the Christian era
Buddhism came. But we know that, these poor, faulty
religions have failed to greatly help China.  Her many
mlllmn\ cry to us—unknowingly it may be—for {he
story of the Chrisl.  And it is being told them by great
and xood ones of many creeds. And almost. if we lis-
fen, we may hear from the distant city of Chentu the
faint echo of His name, as it is being taunght there by
who look to us across con-
tinents and waters for love™s aid and cheer.

St. John. AS
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QUESTIONS FOR MARCH.

1. In what province is the China Mission of our church
sitnated ?

2. Wherc is Sz-chuen, and what does the name mean ?

3. Tell all you know ahout the provinece ?

4. What cities were selected for Mission Stations by our
General Missionary Soclety ¥

5. In which of these is our W. M, S, work ?

6. Tecll something of the journey tbnt must be taken to reach
—1st, Shanghal; 2nd, Ichang; Srd, Chentu ¢

7. How many mllcs from § Shmlszlmi 1o Chentu, and how long
does the journey take ?

8. Tell what yon can of religion in China, and the condition
of women in that land ?

TUse Map of China, and before beginning questions let
children tell all they can about the "anw-t se River.
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(DE were delighted a day or two ago to receive from
sume kind friend in Japan a copy of the “Evan-
geiist, issued every month in the interests of
Christian work n Japan.” This number contained
fine portraits of II. I. L. Prince Haru, heir to the
threne, and of his betrothed wife, 1. 1. 1I. Princess
Sada, vne twenty, the other filteen years of age. In
proportion as our sympathy goes out toward the
counlry of which we are making a study, will we feel
ur. mterest in these two young people, whose welfare
is so bound up with that of Japan. This magazine is
full of the most interesting réading matter, especially
that relating to the new school regulations to iake ef-
fect in the spring. 1t prohibiis all religious teaching
in the schools! While such a law means much 1o
Canada 1t must mean much more to Japan. It has al-
teady Jed to the closing of many private Christian
schools.  “There is no alternative,” they say, “but {o
close or go against the conscience.”  As far as we can
learn, the schools of our own society have not yet been
touched by it.  This sad change is greatly stirring the
hearts of the missionaries, and they called for an “ed-
ucational Convention to meect January 2nd and third
to consider the future of mission schools, and the nead
of a Christian university.” Let us pray much for
them and for Japan at tais crisis in her history, and
God, in whose hand are the hearfs of all men, will
bring good out of this apparently great evil.

We are much pleased {o have onee more a con-
tribution from owr {rue and tried friend, Mrs. C.
Rose, late of Montreal.

Our fine little exchange, “The Children’s Mission-
ary Triend,” of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is
celebrating its {enth birthday by announcing its in-
dependence, 1t has hecome self-supporting. Would
that Palm Branch could follow such a noble exampie!

We still welcome our bright little contemporary,
“The Mission Dayspring,” and find it & valuable help.
“The Young People’s Guide,” of Ottawa, and “The
Junior’s Missionary Magazine,” of Pittsburg, Pa., wr
also gladly add to our list of exchanges. The January
number of our own “Na-Na-Kwa, Kitamaat, B. C,, is
a very interesting one. We shall have occasion to
quote from it later on in the year. There is a lovely
picture of “Mrs. Raley and Emsley” in it; also one of
Miss Long, the much csteemed matron of the Home.
“Pleasant Memories,” by Mrs. Raley, tell ber im-
pressions of the Board meeting. Judging {from what
we have heard the “Pleasant Memories” are mutual.

“WITH ALL THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN.”

I am so glad that it does not say “with angels and
archangels,” leaving out “all the <ompany.” Some
day we shall know the angels and archangels, but when
it comes to “all the company of Heaven,” then we feel
at home, because we are well acquainted with so many
of the “company of Heaven;” our nearest and dearest
are there. 1 have always liked company, so “all the
company of IHeaven” appeals to me. I know that not
much is told us about Heaven, but what is told us
means so much. I have always been glad of the words
“supper” and they “sit down,” and you mark in.the
incident that those who have been nearest to each -other
on earth sit together. Abraham and Isaac and Jacod
sit together. This gives me the idea that I shall «it
down with 1hose nearest and dearest to me. “All the
company of Heaven” will be in circles, undoubtedly.
The law of affinities is the law of the universe. We
shall be near those we know best. But not until we
get the feeling that the surprise of Heaven will be that
we are there, will we be ready for “all the company of
Heaven.” If the Master said “Be ready,” 1Ie meant
it, and T think it will help you to prepare yourselves
if you will think of “all ihe company of Heaven.”—
[Ladies’ Home Journal.]

Moosejaw, N. W, T,

In an interesting letter, received from Mrs. Bell-
amy, little Herbie’s mother, she tells us thee the Band
at Moose Jaw did well last year. She says: “I find
it harder to keep up the interest -ince little Herbie left
us, but we will try and Jo our test, and God will de
the vest. In July wes had a pleasant visit from Mise
Belton. After Sunday-school I called a Band mecting
and she talked with the children about the little ones
in ihe orphunage, and she and a converted Japanese
boy, who lives here, sang “Stand up for Jesus” in Jap-
anese language. The children were delighted. Since
our Band meeting in June I have organized two
Bands—one in Fort Rouge, and one in Portage I
Prairie.  The distances sre so great between places in
ihis country it is hard to go around very much.”

[Surely the spirit of little Herbie must still rejoice
over the sueee: of the work so nobly carried on by his
devoted mother—the work so dear to both true hearts.]
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HOW TO MAINTAIN INTEREST IN BANDS.

(Continued from December number.)

Not the work, but {he child should he constantly
in the mind of the leader. In this way are brought
oul and emphasized individual gifts, and each one is
led 1o fecl individual responsibility, and in {his way
good rcsulls are often obtained.  Personally, I have
seen a noisy, restless, caveless hoy transformed info a
useful, dignified member by being appointed president
far a few weeks ot the Band to which he belonged.

By all available means insure variely in the meel-
ings—novelty attracts-~monotony repcls children. *I
am tired playing that old thing™ is a phrase frequently
heard on the play ground, and a reason so often given
for negleeting to be prezent at Rand meetings.is very
sumilar, “Oh, I don’t want to go—it's just the same
thing 6ver and over.,”  Unfortunately it is {oo true.
But some one may say: “Why, we do have a different
programme cach time!” Da not be content with «
warely different programme.  Vary the form of mect-
ing. Never, if it can be avoided, open two sessions in
suceession In a similar manner.  Of course it will take
time and trouble to accomplish this, tut resulls are
gratifying It is well to re-appoint the literary com-
mittee, at least, once in three months, and let {he leador
see to 1t that cach member of that committee does the
vork assigned.
and then allow yourself to be put off with the excuse,
“1 forgot,” or “I could not find any thing.” See that
no one forgets, and that caclu one finds something to
present for the good of the meeting. Just here, a
clear understanding of the duties of the literary com.
mittee should he had. In some Bands this committen
itself provides the entertainment, in others the com-
mittee sets the rest to work. The latter seems to me
the bettex plan, as the services of a greater number are
enlisted—and the interest is correspondingly greater.
To illustrate, instead of hersel? giving a recitation, let
No. 1 of conunittee sceure a recitation from some other
member; No. 2 a reading, and, perhaps, No. 3 will
be a proud little body to eagerly announce, “Oh. Miss
«—-—r, Aunt Emmn . promised me she would come and
sing for us noxt Band day, becaunse I told her I had to
Jiave a solo.”  In such ways mary an older person lhias
Lecome interested, for it is written, “A little child shall
lead them.” Do mnot uxclude even the dullest from
active participation. Find time to instruct the poorest
reader, patiently heaving ond correcting his mistakes,
until he is able to present a properly rendered seleetion
vithin hearing of his fellows.

During the summer months it scems nnwise to dis-
hand. Rather let the meetings be held, if possible, out
of doors—soniething of the nature of a berry picking
party, and let the berries be sold for the benefit of mix-
siona.

Tt is well, sometiines, to have a service of song, and
1each the children bnight, ringing songs, easily within
the comnass of young voices. Take note of any par-

Do not wait until the time of meeting -

ficularly good reading, recitation or other feature of
any ordinary session that might be suitable for a
public meeting, and express a desire to have it perfeci-
ed for such an oceasian,  This will encourage chil-
dren to do their best for every day, and will greally
facilitate the labor of “getting up” a public entertain-
ment.

N. S (7' Ye continucd.) R ' I

-

IN MEMORY OF HERBIE BELLAMY.

By Rev. Re Go MARTIN.
One day when sunbeam's glancing light.
Made cach dewdrop sparkling bright,
I saw a field of flax in flower,
Ench bud a little fairy bower,
‘Turn gently in the morning breeze,
Though not a rustle stirred the trees,

Just then 1 saw one little nest,

Fairer far than all the vest,

. b nestling down so near the ground,
As with o forest cireling round,

Its fellows hid from it the world,
While close upon the earth it curled,

But hidden thus its little cup

Was to Heaven lifted up,

It drank full freely of the light

That made its beauty clear and bright,
'Till all the rest it far outshone—
Lived, when for it all life seem.ed gone,

1, stooping low, with gentle hand

Raised the stalk that could not stand ;
For just above the root I found

It crushed and broken near the ground,
And while I looked in pity on

Each petal dropped, the flower was gone !

While yet on it I gazed and thought,
Sad to see such rain wrought—

The Master of the field drew near.
Softly he spoke, yet I could hear

A loving voice that gently said,
While I listening bowed my head,

“ Mourn not the flower that thus doth fall,
Sign of life, not life ut all.

The life is deeper, greater far,

So passing ills can never mar.

What seems to you the end of a'l

Is but to higher life a call.

‘“Lo, I will {take this bruised plant,

If some little time you grant,

Of it will make a linen strand,

Like silken thread so white and grand ;
And thus its life no end shall know
Though many ages come and go.”

Thus was it with that little life

Taken from this world of strife ;

Shut in from men, he lived with God
And loved the hand that held the rod ;
Peace filled his life and love his heart,
In work he bore & willing part.

A life thus spent cannot be dove,
Weakness gone, glory begun.

The flowered dead, ** The soul redeemed,”
The life that all of earth has secmned,

Will ever be a living band

To bind us to the Father Land,
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Addreas—~Cotsix Jov, 282 Peincess Street, St. Jolm, N, B.

Dear Cousing,—It does cosl something {o give {o
Jesus, or to work for Him, and we do not expect any
reward here.  That will come hy and hye. Meanwhile
it onght {o he reward enough {o know that we arve help-
ing to bring on the glorions time when our Jesus shall
rdgn over the whole carth.  Let us make this year a
new starting point {or love and faith and work.

.
Mrs. S, AL HA, of the Baltimore Branch, sends us a
frue story,” savs the C(hildren's Missionary Friend.

*\ very pretty incident has just come to my knowl-
edge in cennection with a hox recently packed al Prine-
vss Anne, Maryland, for China. A little girl was asked
il she could not spare a doll.  “Oh, yes,” she said. ‘Bui,
Janette, you must not give one you don’t care for, as
that would be no sacrifice,” some one said.  After mueh
thought she hrought her most prized, Lest-loved doll,
her companion of all times, saying, ‘Send this {o the
little Chinese girl who never had a doll’  She kissed
hier favarite tenderly, and just before the hox was fin-
ished, took =uch an affectionate farewell that it broughi
tears {o the (yes of those standing near, the parting
was so pathetic. She is still saddened at the separa-
ticn from her loved companion, but glad that some lit-
tle one in a far off land will have so much pleasure.
Her wee brother gladly put in {he hox his hest top and
choicest picture book. These children are now the
happy possessors of mite hoxes, dropping in their of-
ferings for the benefit of the orphanage.”

Dear Cousin Joy,—You look so happy in your
“Cesy Corner™ that 1 thought I would give you ona
more letter to read. T have taken the Palm Branch
since 1896, and [ do not think I could do without 1.
1 have belonged to the Rays of Light Mssion Band
for five years and love it very dearly.

I hwrt my ankle and have it done up in  plaster
Paris, and ean only walk by aid of a eruteh.  Still [
manage to hobble to Mission Band. At our next
meeting we are going {o dress some dolls {o give {o
+hildren who never had any: don’t you think that will
he nice?

T think I have found the answer {o the first and
last puzzles for Decomber. The answer {o the fivst
is, Joseph Neeshima; and the other is: A Merry Christ-

mus, T do not know how to work out charades, but
wish 1 did. T will send a puazzle soon.
From your loving cousin,

Amherst, N. S, Samie Bearmie

Sorry that the printer could not find reom for
Cousin Sudie's letter last time. Hope her ankle is
quite well now.  She was a brave girl to go to Mission
Band then.  Yes, it is nice to give dolls to  children
who never had any, and bread, too. “The Bread of
Life™—that is what Jesus called Himself,

Dear Cousin Joy,—1I belong to the “Sun-heam Mis-
sion Dand; I take the Palm Lranch, and think it a
splendid paper. I think I have found the answer fo
the puzzle in November. It is Onesiphorus. ’

I will enclose a puzzle, wlkch ,if vou think worlth
publishing, you may do so.

Your loving cousin,
Tweed, Ont. CorA ORSTERHOUT,

Dear Cousin Jov—1 hope you have had a very
werry Christmas.  Santa Claus bronght me a sled,
two mouth organs and four hooks. I have bheen a
member of the Mission Band ever since it started. My
bigaest sister is four. Her name is Joyce. She is a
member of the Mission Band., too. I wmust clase myv
letter now. . )

From your friend,
Moose Jaw, N W. T, GEORGE ANNABLE.
. [Yes, Cousin Joy had a very mnice Christmas.
Thanks to all the (onsins for good wishes.]

Dear Cousin Joy,—~We sent our quarterly report to
Mission Band Cor. Secretary for the 1st quarter of this
year, and were glad to be able to report five new mem-
hers. We think the answers to puzzles in  January
Palm Braneh, are:  1st—DMiss Lottiec Deacon.” 2nd--~
Pundita Ramabai. 3rd—Love one another. We en-
joy the Palm Branch just as much as ever. Wishing
von a happy New Year, I remain, )

Your loving cousin,

Delta, Ont. LLorRNE PiERCE.

PUZZLES FOR JANUARY.

A snake its prey does often 1, 2. 9, 7, 4,

And very soon it comes to 2, 3, 7, 4.

Onc often likes a bit of 2, 9, 4,

Nor do we object to roasted 8, 9, 4, 5,

On either one wonld make a 4, 6, 9, 8,

And one’s worat hunger soon would 2, 6, 3, 8.

This is & fact I dare go 3, 9, 10, 8,

Now Pll 4, 3, 7, 1, 2, on down suire lonely 8, 3, 11, G,
To reach the housce to escape the 7, 3, 10, 11,

Where Britain’s bauners are unfurled
In this our day throughont the world, .
My whole is spoken more and more
Especially since the start of war.
Tweed, Conra OsTERHOUT.
1am composed of 9 letters.
My 3, 2, 1, is an animal.
My 7. G, 4, 8, 9, 5, is fruit.
My whole is & verse in the Bible,

Richibucto. Benrta McBrati,




THE
WHAT THE BELLS SAY,

O why do you ring, sweet chiming bells,
O why do you ring to-day?"

«We ring because once more the light

Shines on & New Year glad and bright,
And the old year’s gone away.”

“ But why are you glad the old year's gone 7
0 bells, tell why you are glad!”

** Because the world beglus again,

Turns a fresh page withour a stain,
And repents what's wrong and sad.”

« And will the old world grow good, O bells,
‘While it hears the news you ring?”
“T'he world moves slow, but if all will try
Thero will come a glad day, by and Ly,
When the ecarth for joy shall sing.” .

‘ And what can I do this year, sweet bells,
To make it, of all, the best?”
+ < Brimfull of love keep one little heart,
Let two iittle hands do their small part,
And leave to God the rest.”

C'. M. Friend. L. A, S.
THE FRISBIES' GIFT. -
(Concluded.)

The I'risbic quartetie burst out laughing; very
fcolish of them, no doubt, and very foolish of Brycc
and his father to join in.

. “Wed like {o have you come to our Christmas tree

this afternoon,” said Tom, when he could stop laugh-
ing. “We don't know your name, but we're the Fris-
bies.”

Bryce, pale with excitement, looked up into his
father’s face; would he say yes?

“Bryce will be very happy to aceept your kind in-
vitation,” ¢aid Mr Palmer.

“That’s jolly?” said Tom,
“We'll come over for nim.”

“Tll try to be a gentleman, papa,™ said Bryce, as
he bade his father good-bye, a little Iater when a host
of Frisbies came to escort him to {he tree.

“XNo, 30,” said his father, greatly to his astonmsh-
nient; “just be a noisy boy for once; I'in sure they won't
mind.”

Before the fun was over, Bryce did {hrow away a
little of his quiet, gentlemanly shyness, and romp in
trme Trisbie Mshion; Hut for a {ime the strangeness ot
it all made him rather more demure than his wont.

“May I trouble you,” he said to Mrs. Frisbic, whose
heart went ont 1o the motherless ¢hild, “may I troubie
vou to read those words over the {ree® T ean read in
hooks. bui those are very cquedr 1 'ters.”

“Those are words thalt my chi.dren love very Jdear-
iy,” answered Mys, Frishie: *“‘Unto us a child is born.
They love {o {hink of owr dear Master, vou know, as a
vhild who belongs {o them.”

“I'm afraid I donw’t understand,” said Bryce.
you have it there every year?”

“Yes; every birthday of Christ.”

clapping his hands;

.’al)‘)

“T wish we had 1t in our houge,” smid Bryce; *I°

mean I wish we had a child there who helonged to ne,”

PALM BRANCH. Vi

And then Bryee heard from Mrs. Frisbie the good
news he had never understood before, that “wnto” him
too this Child Jesus had come; he need not be lonely
again in the great house,

No very costly presents came off the pretty tree for
the Irisbie childrens bul before they took anything
they told Bryce he must {ake his choice of all the
{things. )

“Well,” he said, hesitating, “if it’s not impolite, 1
want those words in the green letters. I would likes
{v have them in my roon.”

Bryce felt a richer boy that night when he went
home than he had ever been before. 1le had heard of
God’s “unspeakable gifl,” and felt that he was a sharer
in it.

“You knew about it, didn't you papa?”’ he asked.

“I suppose you thought I knew. Please tell m2
more.”

A long, long talk followed, and ab its close the
father said, “Bryce, I have forgotten the Child Jesus,
and disobeyed him. Shall you and T begin together
and lry 1o b2 like him?”

“He belongs {o us,” Bryee answered softly.—[15x.]

THE OLD, OLD STORY.

FOR T'WO CHILDREN,

Question.  Tell me what happened one fair, glad night,
Back in the Bible story ?

Answer. Some shepherds watched in the soft starlight,
Lest the little lambs should take affright,
And there they saw v wonderful sight,—

. An angel came down in glory.

Q. What were the words the angel said,—
The angol who came i. glory ?
A. ‘O shepherds,” he sang, ** be not afraid,
I come not to harm, but to bring you aid ;
On me a.glad, glad message is laid—
To all men belong the story.

“A manger ,” he said, “ that night should hold
A Saviour of mercies manifold,
Who, though he wore not, purplo or gold,

Was Christ the Lord of glory.”

Q. And do the people all know it now
Do they love the Lord of glory ¢

A, Some love him well, but others bow
To idol gods ; for they know not how
‘The angel came with the shining brow,
And told his wonderful story.

Q. How can it be they have never heard
Of the angel and his story? ®

A. Because carth’s children who love the Lord
Have felt content their hearts were stored,
And have not labored to spread the word :

These know not the Lovd of glory.

3. How can we help all men to know
Of the blessed Lord ot glory ¢

We can feel the burden of their woe ;

We can give to them, if we cannot go ;

If we may not reap; we can alwsays sow ;
We ean send them the gospel story. -Ex.
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LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES.

Toronto Branch.

Dear Fditor:—The Central Workers Mission Band,
of Central Church, Toronto, are doing good work.
We meel twice a month, our average attendance, 36.
The children can tell most of our missionaries, and how
to get to the missions, as we have maps, drawn by a
wember.  Tivery other mecting the girls sew and the
lioys cut pictures {o-make scrap books for less fortunals
little onex. Now and then the children bring an apple
and o potato, filling a hagket with each; they are then
taken {o our Deaconess’ Tlome. The last meeting be-
fore Christmas each member brought a pound of some-
thing for distribution, and sent many' garments and
dolls also to the Deaconess’ Iome.

Yours {ruly,
ADELAIDE LEE,
Cor.-Secty Mission Band.

Bay of Quinte Branch.

The Circles and Bands of this Bianch are making
favorable progress. The year operncd with two new
Mission Bands; one organized at Brighton by iss
Annie Wilson, the other at Pickering, by Miss Maud
Lambly.

LAKEFIELD.—The new Cor. Sce. of Cheerful
Workers, Miss Mary McCamus, reports an impetus to
their work by an address given by Miss Munroe, re-
tmined missionary from Japan. This Band is particul-
arly interested in the country we study, becanse they
support “little Gracie,” a girl in a schoool there. A
hox of clothing is being prepared for one of the Indian
Missions. ‘

TWEED —The president of Sunbeam Mission
Band reports the Band more alive than last year. The
members enfertained their friends in the Sunday-school
rooms on 14th inst. .

PICTOU.—The secerelary of Nellie Hart Mission
Circle reports a re-clection of officers, and the aim of the
members to gather $25.00, as last year, by membership
wees, Euasier thanl-offering and gratis givings, as well
as o increase the membership and interest in missionary
work by study.

BAND SECRETARY.

London Branch.

Mrs Crews, M. B. Cor. See. writes:—
A Mission Band has been organized at Anderson.
1t is in the Exeler District of the London Branch.

‘They have commenced with o membership of seven-

{een, and bright prospects for & number more. Theyr
have chosen as a name “The Twentieth Century

Thanksgiving™ Band. A big name, but they say they
are going to try to do big things for Christ. They
are canvassing for “Palm Branch” subseribers, and ex-
peet saon to send in their list.  The following officer
have been appointed:

President. Miss Louie Lane.

Cap.-See.. Miss Minnie Hodge.

Nova Scotia and Newfoundland Branch

—

« AMHERST—Our “Rays of Light” have three new
members this quarter.  One-third of our time we dv-
vote to sewing as we meet with each other every other
Friday.

CANSO.—The “Cunningham”™ Band reports an in-

crease of three members.  In conneetion with our
work we are collecting stamps and making scrap

albums.

RITCEY'S COVE, Lunenburg Co—Irom the
“Blackmore” Band comes the intelligence that they
have just had their public ,meeting. The amount
raised wag $3.70. The increase in our membership is
fen,

YARMOUTH.—The “Happy Thought” Band re-
ports an increase in membership of eleven members;
while the “Earnest (ileaners” report ten new members.

PARRSBORO.—The “Grace Methodist” Band has
two meelings in the month. The first, our regular
nissionary one, while the second is that of our sewing
circle,»which is in conmecection with our Band.

BERMUDA.—Yesterday, we heard {rom the
“Lone Star” Band. They have an average attendance
of ten at their regular meetings.

124 Tower Hill, Halifax. A M. B.

N. B. and P. E. L
The reports for first quarter are generally encour-
aging, but many Bands and a few Circles must think
that “December 15th™” means any time in January, or,
perhaps, no time.
Better Jale than never. Please send them.

Upper Sackville—The Maple Leaf Mission Band
was orzanized December 15th, with sixteen members.

President, Mrs. . A. Wheaton.

Cor. Sce.—Miss Jennie Faweett.

FREDERICTON.—The X. L. Mission Band held
a public meeting on the evening of Dee. 29th. An
address by the president, Edith Davis; original papers
on our Indian work, by Alberta Jamieson, Queenic
LTdgecombr and Beatrice Miner, and on Japan, by
Gertrude Coulthard; a Bible reading by Minnie Me-
Comb, and appropriate music and r"ﬁitations, in which
all members took part, made np dn interesting and
profitable programxme. The musical part of the pro-
gramme was in charge of Edna Coburn, the Band
pianist.  The meeting was good, also the collection.

L.E C

BATHURST —The “Try Again” Mission Band
roll has been broken, for the first time, by death, and
Freddic Harrison, sun of our esteemed president, went
home to Jesus Oct. 16th. On account of this, and
conlinued illness, no Christmas service will be given,
but we hope to have a public missionary evening in
January.

Branch:
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Mavup Dossox,
Cor. Sece,



