rour pd will § it
l‘ § A TT
be the constant batt of

The M which has lately been uié
Houseof Assembly from a quarter, vilieng
clearly seen, I bhad tho least !
to all... To eve ﬂﬁ‘u :
ever be
self-defence, the lnt great
truth I can aver, that in no
when goaded into your predence by the
If in repelling the wantoy injuries with whig
attempted to overwhelm me, I have inflicte§)
ble wounds, who is to blame ?

I trast that the reprehensible doctrine advat
Nichol in the House of Assembly, that the
and honorable character” of a man (and without &
tion as to the reality, or factitiousness of such reput
will have no weight with you. Admitsuch a principies
arid the équality of justice is subverted. 'l'ln! deed

shall « we have fullen upon times, in which tenality no

lomr siculles in the dark, but snatches lbcm blie,
2 ine preys on mankind without oppe "f"
S8y Mu ys it without enquiry.” May. m
“your titution be ever guarded by men who . ,wﬁ
' wquununm withits principles, and -w m} n-
“tain them ; and may it ever be your: hgp to'kngw).

- bow to discriminate between the
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I bave shewn myself resolved not to remain
escent under public outrage from my fellow men, it is
t reasenable to expect thmt | should feel no disposition’ to )
commit Wrong towards them ; should it therefore appear,
that in the following pages 1 have treated Mr. Hagerman
with severity, 4 eptreat your recurrence to the injustice
_ with which he has most unprovokedly and undeservedly
treated me 3 and if | have urged upon him any thing cal-

" culated to mislead your minds, your impartial ears will, I ¢
s sure, be ow to his explanstions.
_. 1 am, With the bighea$ consideration,
;;— The Public’s meat obedient, and
| ot humble Servant,
THOMAB DALTON.
Kingston, Upper-Canada, March 17th, 1824.
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': : | qm!'mes which adorn your l}tﬂ : \M‘

“ By the words of thy ;mjn mouth will I condemn thee.”
T'o OumisTorer ALexanner Hacermaw, Esq. (8
SIR, ' '

WHENEVER necessi illlpuel
one of lowly condition, the task of »dd .

- exalted a dozen atmespheres above hins, his lituhon be-

comes peculiarly embarrassing. Judge then Birof ny
distress, on e ng from my insi :80

the awfully dazzling greatness which irradiates nme
of Chmopber Alexander Hagerman. A learned Coun-

sellar, a wise Legislator, the confidential tative -
in Parliament of the most important City iit'the Province,
a Colonel of Militin, a Collector of his Majesty’s duties

at the Port' of Kingston ; and Heavens ! elevating
the keen glance to snndem' yet in embryo. Honors, like

the multi lyi ws of Heaven, showeting upon_ your
merit their m‘nu riches, have swollen it to a btmﬁng

exoberance, and laoo«l it'in such’ prominent relief, as
must pot only m':' the admiring rosu'dl of eouumporl
ry men, but of succeeding generations, v’ 1

Ths Sir, might address you, some: Hwhing ptndb,

wont to stroll in the Edea whence
lay his s whentlwu
as plenteons as in &

Sir,h-uopnrulle Fm-c,
hear the language of M dre
lyfnrbofmp licated Brow
bewmonlyd 12280 before: the
unund{ held up to scorn’; his name désocinted wit
which his hcart abhory, and bhmdtd he
compaty with men whom public ‘l!ﬂl ‘
bowever phifful tay bethemi lt‘is :

oo St e B e

first projected it agninst’ i&

himself alone is this dut{ imy
his coguections, his chi , all thll

in life, exeemhohimwgr“sb
udory to'bim ja pkfcmgaoowtlw

Sir, however favorably ﬁnwaﬂ M



had entertaine(l of the sprpassingness of yeur underatun
ding, theér sitll wanted ene proof, to fix unalterably the
public sentiment, and it was given with a force and splen-

. Aour, which a Provmce yes jn its swaddling clothes, was

fo sustain or comprehend. Yos Bir, the

.oelebnled Bapk Bill, of which you so justly boasted of

being the father, established your reputation with men of

'.geuae. for profuadity in Jegal knowledge,, for regard for,

devotion to the free constitution of your cuuntry 3 for
A deep and discriminating knowledge of human nature ;
pnd for a gantlemandy, and firm supporter of the priaci-
,ples oficommon honesty.

Bat this, wes pot enoqgh As though *¢appetite grew
rom what it fed on,” in preportion as you bave gorged-on
,ﬂowm;.npum;o?,lp bas your bunger become more and
ore rave t was insufficient that yoa should have
cxédit,for, 8 l ull;wt undentandmg 5 a profovnd erudition
dn-ye devotedness in the cause of our

‘ﬂi?glum&on ;an unacconntable knowledge of hu-
; and Qn Qothuuuhc ambition te clap a shore

W y : all this I say was insafficient.
‘ Quklmg jewel without a flaw,.a sun with-

in. rowfn(:ﬂ magnificence,. sheddiny
Apun lﬂ. ; of effulgence sublime, and i -
this, dubome world' with one lplemh:i blaze of
po,ni Obarity. - For this you have offered the
 of | #iir neyer-to-be-forgotten speech in

, 0u. the second reading of the new
¢ will be found in-the - York QObserver of
areh, 1894
r,gtedict, that raputnhon so gaiwed, will accu-
-Apen, you nnéh massive glory, as may peradven-

ig| «ﬂhsﬂdan trmppings.

the isaue between us, yoa should fied your-

of some small portion of public esteem, in which
beer s0 covetons to enshrine yourself, and which
such extraordinary and’ unaceonntable

Mmeans fo secare,  you need not shake your gory locksat
. me,” ¢ thoa canst got say I didit.” No-8ir, set it down

L the sgore ofm owa fuﬂy ; . to. thet nsurping tyrnnt 0.

,oun t predwsmont of the. Bpanish Gean-
} . Jainied' and fell to the earth, with
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ver weak minds, the passion (o pleasé every body. A
passion, which when intemperately indulged, leads to the
destroction of more genuine christian principle, than woull
save hulf the world from perdition. You hare dragged
me before the public, and before the public I appear. ~ If
you heize me by the collar, I grasp you by the neck with
a strangling gripe, and every sinew in my frame shall
burst, but [ will for once suffase over your umblushing
countepance the crimson glow of repentance. When you'
were astonishing the House of Assembly with your  vitu-
perative oratory;, you might fancy yoursell in like security
with the Kid in the fable, who siu¢ed the Lion from the
Penthouse ; let us see with what energy you will defend
yourself from his attack, on the world’s extended plain.
Let me warn you Sir, against the fatal error of taking
refuge in silence. Though the difference in vur stations
be so immeasurable ; though yon be a Barrister, andla
ccmmon brewer ; theugh you be a bud proudly swelling
with the cream of aristoeracy, and [ but one of themillion :
still Siw, the silence you may mistake for diguity, may bs
interpreted by the world to your disadvantage. You will
have to clear up some inconsistencies concermimg matiers

. of fact.and principle, befpre your former comstituents can

ocomsider you a fit person yto represenit them again i Par.
liament. No secrgx explanation ta -ndtgu friends ;
no under wirispering about ¢ secaundrel, scutrility, ‘be-
neath one’s netice,” and such liks, -will serve your pur-
pose.  You must come forward tathe world openly in the
face of day, and expldin away what otherwise - must stick
by you for life. If you have mever learnt fill mow, you
shall now be taught, that there are' more kinds of honesty:
than one, and that that which only consists in the' mere
refraining from stealing, is that which shines with the least
brilliancy in the character of man. A negative, pitifal,
pimping kind of honesty, compared with that and
refined principle of manly virtue, which abbors the thought
of committing wrung even towards an enemy. [ 'will pre-
mise to you, fliat you have now a very different- an

mist to him who drove you to (he witing of Vinoex

you will not fxil to perceive, that your canse too is d’iﬁv.
ent.  Keep in mind (hen, that unless you exert = little * &
move trlent and ingenuity than you displayed an M)”Q s

Y EE

‘x~
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casion, you ‘are 2 Jost man, for your nearcst and pearest
friends will blush for you and be ashamed.
You Sir I am sure will agree with me, and with every

‘man of sense, that DurLiciTY is the distinguishing char-

acteristic of kNAvEs. 'I'hatit is a cloak the honest man

‘needs not, and rcorns to wear. Nay, you must agree

with me, for as well might puny man attempt to arrest the

-course df the thundering waters disembogued from Erie
-o’er the tremendous falls of renowned Niagara, as atlempt

to resist the force of Truth. Itis mighty as the roaring
cataract, or the blast that rends and uproots the stuhborn

‘oak.  Itis mightier still, for it is the dexter-hand of God
“himself, which oft he stretches forth to uomask villainy,

and expose it to the scorn of pittless man.

I shall now commence my narrative of yotr proceed-
ings as regards the bank, and as regards myselfl. ' To
learned Commentators and to unlearned ones too, [ shall
leave the inferences, only premising that 1 shall take the
liherty.tothrow in now and then a hint to assist the crade
imaginations of the latter. BShould I be so anfortunate as
assert any thing wrofig, it will be from a defect of wmemo-
ry, not from intention to give the slightest shade of dark
coloaring, whereby tqinduce 3 false understanding pre-
judicial to your reputatien as 4 public character, or to
your repuse as a private individual. [ meet you now as
an épen dnd declared  enemy, scorning ta do you wrong
either publicly or secretly, but resolved to do myself right.
"The press is as open to you as to me.

- It must be ia your recollection, that I had no bhand, act
ur part, directly or indirectly in the formation or establish-

_meat of the Bank. [t was not till some time about your
-secomd-election of Directors, that having become proprie-

tor of ten shares, | was without selicitation or interference

. of any kiud, and withont my keowledge, consent: or ap-

F)M“’ elected 2 Director, and notified accordingly.
ou wege present at my election, but what part you took,

, L neithgr know nor censider of any consequence, I re-

of this just by way of making it apparent, that
ing was a ¢ bubble,” it was of none of my blow-

er struggling through oceans of adverse circumstan-
and sustaining the radest shocks from oxterior foes,
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and intersal imbecility, it was at length firmly seated Tu.
the public confidence, when, dire fo tgll, it fell suddenly

prostrate a victim to the foul machinations of the darkest g
villainy. An avenging power shall dispense rewards for -
this. n B :

1o relate all the circumstances which preceded the fail. :

of often trodden ground, and perhaps incar to myself the
charge of egotism. U'he curious who would bave their
memorvies Tefreshed have only to turn to\-ni two public
letters to Whitney. They contain a faithfu) history of the
affair, which has pever been, and never can be with truth
contradicted. [ will take the period of my fianl settlement
of all pecuniary matters with the Bank for my starting
post, recurring occasionally to prior circnmstances, in or:
der to concentrate into one luminots mass, yonr muliitu-
dinous rays of intellect and honeaty, that they may be
thenos reflected, to sublime by their genial heat, the moral-
ity, of ages yet unborn.

On a review of the assets of the Bank, my debt appear- %
¢d to be £3,600, this included the amount of my Stock, '
£752, so that my real debt was £2,848, (I dowot go to
feactions) but as I could bave wo claim for Block till the
Public was paid, of caurse it wis ‘considered that 1 was
indebted in the whole sym. How'fl was to be paid was
the first consideration, It could not emter into the mind
of any Director, that the whole sum could be paid down.
It was naturally concluded I bad not been quite such a
fool, as to pay the Bank interest for money to lock in a
chest. No, it was well known it bad'been expended in
the furtherance of objects of trade, as beneficial to the Pro-
vince as to my own particular interests, and could netbe
commanded at the instant: and e Divectors like wise
J men, and men who understood the true intérests of all con-

cerned, agreed to allow me a proper time lo pay fhe debt,
and it was fipally settled thatI should pay £125 a quar-
ter with interest. ,

You were not anly instrumenidl, bat acfive, in bringing
ahout this settlemeat; and in the course of your argu- &8
ments on the subject with the Directors in wy -abeence, .48
you were pleased to pay me the compliment of ‘saying. & &
“However I may differ with Dalton ‘en - same pﬁ!’ e

L " \“k» :

“' ure of the Baok, would be but a dry and tedious retracing
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must ‘say he is'n straight mam in his dealings.” Heére Sir
your hbnekty shohe ‘withi such force of splendour, as pene-
trdtedl’ the invermost recesses of my heart, atid sécared for
yot throdgh 1ifé a zealous friend, if by a:manly consisten-
cy you could have retained your beld of him.

The affair was settled, a2 Bond" aud Mortgage of your
own preparing were given, and off you went to Parfia-
ment.

With the retaraing season, rétarned that maniac’ rage
for 1egislation, which like a frenzied devil, presides’ over
the destinies of otir Province, dictating the records’of ont
iufbétility, and’pladoing intrichcies for odr unfortanite
progeny, Mr. Jouas Jones thought it expedient tomake
our Bank affiiirs the subject’ of ‘parliatfentary investiga-
" tion. The mditter ' way réferréd.to a conimittee from which
ematiated 4 repot, dectaringthat there appenred to’have
beén an abatrdction of ‘tie funds of the' Bank te'the aniount
of £3884, and that it hppeared froti the evidesice, and ad:
mission ef the parfies, that the said abstraction could ‘on-
ly have ‘been | ¢ ’'by sone or all ‘of the three Officers,
Béenjamin Whitwey, Préstdent, Smith  Bartlet, Cashier,
and John 'W. Fémzﬂm,“l'_eﬂir. Mt. Jones, as 1 have
been informed, bkl stirred 'in this affiir, from an impres-

sion, that oar Batk hiddvsued soventy ot eighty thbusand

pounds of notes, and that it had nothing 0 redéenr thetn,
1 shott, that thie'whole coniotrned’ were a set' of ‘barefaced
swindlérs. | _

But whet it appeared in ‘evidence; that at the tinre of
tlie ‘stoppage of the Bank, no more than about £82,000 of
notes weré in' circalation. of which £46.000 had been =ub-
seqaenfly rédéenied, tliat the pssets of the Bank exceeded
its dehts . 0, thdt itgeimmediate faildré was solély at-
tribirtable to the President’s having félonionsty taken fiom

the Bdnk of Canada in Montreal £8000 of its redéémied '

nbtes, thit suspicion as to the abstraction of its fomés -coulil
not' by dny possibility attack'to more than three' individa-

als, and finally that-overys‘:oasible endeavour: was ‘belpy

usedto terminate the affiir hunorably for the Tivectors and
to thés:(;ﬁ'gfacﬁOn of thé public,. Mr. Janes wisely <¢tm-
sidéred that he Had performed his daty when the conntit-

tée had giveri ‘its veport to the Flouse, on’ which he’ comy-
nfented With e forceand * jost discrimination, aud asa’

S
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were matter of couyse, predicated npon it a BiJl for the con-
sideration of the. Houge, which it. is said meant justly.to
all parties, | Mr. Janes had wisdom sud addvess enongh
ta stop at-the:point, whence a step-beyound;.he knew. would
compromise his ewn bonar, and. most, politically Jeft, it to
your own judgment, whether ta pursne the thing any for-
ther or o, by withdrawing from'Parliament. oo leave. of
absence.

Biry il you had but had the sagacity to. have talken .the
hint, how much ill blood woald have bgen prevented. .But
the ball ence-upen the ; bound, you became enfudiste to
kick it 1o the goal. L gave yau full and fimous warning
of what w be the s&m« cansequence, of the conduct
you. weve - pussning, -1 plainly : pvinted . eut 4o . yon . the
danger of-confiding in the ;men; who . are: now . the Cem-
missionens 3 -1.told yen. of the min that,pust  ensue ; the
impossihility of: the Public’s ever veceiving a.shilling, and

marked with deserved soprobation, the infamy.that would

aitend the passingaf an expopt facto lawy forthe aggran-
disement. of . few rapaciovs .individuals, :at the  expence
of s0 many inndcent families. . Of my: lefter E. unfortu-
nately kept no copy. « 1t was, writien iw gyeat haste, and
with. a. fervonr L trusted  wptld.bave itsidue gffect on your

‘mind. | [ wrote to yeu dast; smmmer for. 4 .copy of it, but

you sent me word: you wavesotry.tosayy il was either Jost
or destroyed. | would freely give a golden gnipea, even
had I to pay a prestium, to obtain :it, Lo be able ta. give
thatlester: vechatiny o the public, it was three pages of
foolscap; and every word a fearfuland prophetioc' warning.
I cavered a. specinin of & poem about: M hiteey, which 1o
mercy has pevergppeared. Though I cannot gratify the
public, with4hat letter, it happensthat- I have presseved
your apgwer toify whichedolows. ~ © 1 '~

bé&r.Sir! v ; » R L
You, will ereshis have heen informed of the.couvse:

“Ichave takon with -respect t0 the Bank—] certaioly. . did

not, draw;.stp: the report.of the:Commitiee, nor didd adwise:

.the matter  heing brought. before. Parliament; bat when it
.wasdecided to dosoy I bad .but one line.of conduct to-

pursue, my,situation: then hecame materially changed, T

was no longer an individual -exerting myselifor the beve-
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fit of a few, but a public man who was compelled+to gzmgf
for my constituents generally ; and I confess, that I do not

think any measure more just, than that which has been a-
dopted, although some iunocent persons will wndoubtedly .
suffer, yet that could net be avoided in a general' measurc;

L believe Mr. Bavtlet - was himself satisfied of this hefore

he went down.. T'he Legislative Council bas not yet sent

down the Bill, but it will pass | have no doubt,and I

think all interested in the affuirs of the bawnk ought to re-
Joice at the event. . ' '

Of your Poem let me tell you with the sincerity of a

man who wishes you well, that you do abstain from pub-

lishing it—if you have any regard for prudenct or vyrfue

you will do se, why harrow the feelings of thie friends and

conunexions of the. person you allude te? they have done

you no wrong, they kave. in-no way: offended,‘cth you not

be Christian enough to forgive ? will it net be more mag-

nanimeous jn you fo do so?. . wid on it you will (besides

evincing an _unchristian epirit) injore your husiness and

your good name. 1 would aot swrite thus stronglyto you,

tf L didnot feel interested for your welfarey As 1 TRUST I

BO FOR TRAT DFEVERY OF HER | NUI VIDUAR, therefore | beg
you will give up the idea of putting it forth. [ hope to be

able to return home the epsuing week, and shall be glad to

have a call from yen wlieu I will speak farther out the sub-

ject to you. . ~

Your very obed’t Servt. '
(Signed) C: A. HAGERMAN.
Mr. T. Dalton. ‘ :

T'o this elegant, friendly and Christian-like effusion, |
arave your must particular and: serious attention. I will
hammer it for an hour with: your last . speech in Parlia-
meat, and try if with all my hammering, they will emit one
spark of consisteucy. Your speech - begins thus, - « Mr.
Hagerman said, when the Bill was first introduced he
thought that it ought not to he entertained upon constitu
tiongl groands, but he fobt it to be his duty to accédé to'it,

A8 T WaAS THe Wisu of Tur House?” Indeed! is’ this

the value you set. upen the Cunstitution?  would you in-
deed, sell the constitution-for the paltry vanity of mingling
in the bigger crowd? 1 nlwsys nnderstood Wiat youy gave

vourself ont for ono of the mai props of our, Conetitition.




Wio could ever doubt that if any traitorens scoumdrel
should ever dare to intrude a sentiment o tht House of
Asgembly prejadicisl to the Oowstitution mid thie « prioti-
of civs ; bt it walts woobd-instaitly shake
to their foundation With the indiganm thuriders of your e-
logatnec? - Rank coufossiont cut eut the: vile words amel
Mﬁento amnmy! Huwé you mot told us in this
xu were. devoleéd to yoor King and
“ When he vwas dlected ire carre:
mtlh o!nﬁll determined to do his dutly to his King
tidhlo(}mmbamm allvocated principles con-
trawy to civil liberty ;- such webe the principlet be had dct:
od ony and weuld coatinue tu' set 'wpon, as as fie had.
the  hotivur: of & sest witldn s walls’” May heaven
souteh from such hands, ttie buship of its best gift,
o Ooustitution, or it mast: to’ cumelass ruin.

“ The Bill brought in. hulhitid ect to collect the
mmwumu ‘enefit uf the creditors, but
the Bl which- ‘this wuw.”OaVSTER‘
OF THE T DEFORMED SHAPE” Ah!
was it 07 Leoki byou leker! #J ednfobs that 1de
aouhw:u measuve more wmumum

‘ lﬂc& Aa‘hdduy York t¢ Kin
o 38 & glow of 4 m& many with trius::
u«mmwwmm labourd the
ill would never have passed. You purswed'it you said,
« through ol 'the ob ofthe Lingishetare,” & now you
ANk wiikonstey of the mest deformed dlinpe”’t Pray
Tot:me wsk you siv; liow you ciuie o find this .ot ? hu:
conotit of yoar own, or did Usose tervible aiiomymons wri-
wmwuu m.ulrm equintithity of ‘the wever-to-be-e-
“ M‘:‘M‘*ywﬂ&mq

m the’

dhﬁh Mn uumw‘"m
tbtteuldhuhpted,&en ultra of , it
m‘! Iindo # wiomster off the fiost
deformed viinpe, Deformed indsud?t Yeavie, it was the

base ‘of tlre intensest MW
A PENY, by ol flend  Gurrorry; vk intor life
by Désors 7 nursdd$h the festering lap of ¥re-
VATE VENGEXNoR | {ostered thwodgh n olyd wouthis of can-

cerous deveuritiy by lnnn youtied from PLorés
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deepest caverns; but now slain by the pealing thunders ofy
a FREE PRESS.

You will jodge sir, how much I admire your speech,
by how little I esteem my trouble in furnishing from it co-
plous extracts, for the gratification of the. public. It is so
honorable to you as a. man, as a Representative in Parlia-,
ment, as a pillar of the Constitution, and above all as a
Christian, that I delight to comment upon it. You will fi-
nally beexalted to the tip-top of Aristocracy, whence from
the left hand side of the much-to-be-admired George
Markland, you may look down with disdein en the beg-
garly “ mob.” Sorare, and elegant a specimen of the
cant of candour ; the cant of houesty; the eant of: chrjslian
charity ; and the cant'of patriotism, ought to be preserved
for the edification of the yenpg fry of Barristers, whe may
hereafter be ambitious to. twinkle, where you have shoue
with such dazzling brilliapey.

“ At the suggestion of a persou interested, au alteration
took place, a clanse was inirodueed to release the proper-
ty of the Cashier, Teller and President,, The hon. mem-
ber for York (the ‘weorthy Doctor. Baldwin) at his (Mr.
H’s) suggestion inserfed the third name.  The bill was
sent to the Upper Honee, and most siugaler to state, the
clause which ' Eivep-by the President
and Patrick Smyth valid was strack eut by the Henorable
LegislativeCouncil ” -, 4 »

Hereare three sentences nb donbi,umxght.by yoursel{ so
cuttingly brighity.as to pierce. their way (o the understand-
ings o%!’nen throngh six - fathoms of mud, but npoa my
word, 1o, we, they are witerly jincomprehensible. How
singular it is to state, that.the House struck: eut the elause,
which rendered -the . Pregident’s bend 'yalid, when, with
the first;of the samae breath you say,a clanse was mtrodu-
ced to release the property of the Oashier and, T eller, & at
your estian the Presideats. ., ., | e S

Would yon sir, haye had the Legisiative, Covucil, guil-
ty of the wicked abomination of resusitating & Bond which
you yourself hid .cancelled: some months. before? .. Is it
thus you ‘would supportthe *principlesof oivil liberty’
and common houesty 2 ; Mgk yon not-withcyourewn bavd
cancél Prtrick Smyth’= band ov: the 16th.,of . Seplembey
1822; apd.would you in March %823 repnyate.it for his
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destruction by an infamous expost facto law? It appears
it is wot to the renowned champion of Civil liberty, and
common honesty, Christopher Alexander Hagerman, Esq.
the world ig*imdebted for the non appearance of a more
hideous monster than has arroganily stalked over this ba-
by theatre of Legislation, where mashroom Solons, & Ly-
cargusses ‘‘ play such fantastic tricks before high Heaven,
as make the Angels weep.”

 Ttie: President was Eeqrd agamst the Bill, and his
conduct there was most infamous and foul—his charges
wereof a most dark and abeminable description, and such
as he (Mr. H.L-could never ‘have contemplated. ‘They
had however that weight with the apper House, that the
passed the Bill in its deformed shape. When the bill
was returned to this house, he at first objected to it, but as
au attack of the most foul and anwarrantable nature, had
not only been made upon himself) but upew gentlemen of
the most animpeached (and unimpedchable Mr. Hager-
man!) henor and integrity with whom he acted, he with-
drew lris wpposition, as the Commiissioners had the power
of examining oath.”

Precious admission ! * Christophier Alexander Hager-
man, Esq. assents to a law, which he cglls « a monster of

‘ the most' deformed shape” BECAUSE «“the' Commis-

gioners had the power of examinin n - oath,”orin o-
ther wards, they had the power bygtr):{OMﬁmus Bill, to
admit him to be'a witiess in hisowh dehalf; fo swear htm-
self clear 1 For this selfish parpose he would violute the
Coustitution and <« & monstet' of the most deformed
shape” an act which he Qeclwts « #as disgusting to the
whole of the pedpls in Kingston'and itevicinity.” Whit
a genuiue, true, Mithful, ‘disinterested Representative of
‘¢ the whotle of the peoplein Kingston and its vicinity””!
Pray sir, who were the “Gentlémen of uniliqeached
hononer and integrity” who sastiined oon'oil:’t:? with yaa,
this *most foul and wawarradtable | the Presi-

deat ?. 'He attackéd nobody but'yoh, Mt Bartlet, and
myself. Mr. Bartlet was one of the officers, and you say
the offiders sre-utsooundrele 3 6 I have the honour tae
1¢ft in your company, the ¢ Gentlemen of unimpéaced Ho-
ot and integrity” to hear the dread brunt of “President
Whitdey’s ¢ most ‘dark and and abominable charges.’— .
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¥eu need not havo canjered up doformed monsters for nvy
protecion. You nped vat have stived if my defeace.—
Aﬁmarhndthu belongs to the palsied reprosentative
of ¢ Kingston: andita viginity’ is awer uprdised: to ennihilate
ny enlumnistors. Jf W hatney unwarmantably sttacked me,
nished, anrl.am ‘wagnseimous” enough in foegive him.
osse happily wanted no enpast fecto Inw to enable
me to swear myself clear!
- #Whe houtse had wow hefove them ths veport.af the
Commissinnern, and be must ¢ay ik was. & most cruel
what wrelched cont!)y smd a'mbet unjstifieble repurt.
id have beem proved Ly the mest untmpéachdble cha-
maotens, if the Oﬁmm t pupnb examine
them, (“ @s Mhacommesdionere had: :
upon vath’) M&Md h-l.huh place
long befove tha' Directors: toek: ‘of the funds :
but inateash ob deing soyithey wpon the testimon cl
persons who wished to -throw.the frand - off
made & mdet omel, (what cruel cant | ) antd: nujust duh
ralionte thin house, audta ttie -CGountry, Shat thep could
not discover whether the abstraction teak place. before or

aften the-ramguatom ofthe Pregidend.”

Wby girqin ai¢ sketaly of ohsexvations by Mp. Mager-
man,” in Gevmissighar Cheenicleof the 7th
of Mianeh, 1523, - (Commintioner is mufyne at
« Sltetehes-of absegvntions¥’) L fud the: fellowing. « If
bawever, the hayse peofierred  naming the re
(Just ng if the Commissioners were not uamed before you
wenito Pavliament) of wn .
might be aelestecin: whess o ut be. was

 sure wouhk b, aceopinblertaall parties . The osly ihng

desioabln in-sucl) & ‘onse wotild be;: fsat the

sons wholly uncdnnecter with the Bank in nuypi-tqf

view. - Anid-than with seeenvurmence of all parties; (what
rties.? -there. was nbboily: bub Ma-ou.d with.

o Bamk in, the Heask) the: nawes of. the: Honorable
Gmrp B Nlarldand, Johu Km,nd .Boh Miacsulny,
Bnquivos| were insoried” . -

- Now Me. Hageomsdu, lot us: for amh& back to
tln dnys that are gone, when some scomes sccuvred which
put in-connection; witl -the choice of these¢ gentlemen:of in-
tegrity and ability, bawst upen, tho: vibw, and styike the
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mckened sense, with an oppressive weight of vile suspi-
¢thon. . '
L rhpug before you went to Parliament, you will recollect
I am sure, how frequently you threw out.to the Directors,
hints such as these. « I think it would be a goed thing if
such men as Geerge Markiand and John Kirby weuld un-
dertake to wind ap our affairs.” * Bat | deut think Kir
by would bave any thing to do with it.” (How you were
mistaken, Mr.) rman.) 1 wonder if Johm Macau-
lay would nmze such-a thing.” ¢« Ifear the Legis-
lature will take up the business.” - These expressions
were often threwn out befere the Directors, seentingly with
¢ view, that-pome ohe sheuld at the bdit, and make
himsolf your cat’s-paw, to/mchieve your grest d :
But you had -to dea} with. /a ‘et of mutes, ‘5 tongue-less
blecks" ! ‘Tived with long waiting for's solitary wibble,
made a east with a.net forull the shoal at once, and
my at 2 full board of Birectors, at rwhick
were -present all the .members of the aga ting
Cemmiltes, that we should place our affairs into the
of Geotge Markland. ' You said you had on to him

on the subject, e bad expressed sume. objections,
which yon wmight easily: be overcoma, if a ta.
fion were to walt apowitiag ¢ ht toe, Jobn Mac-

auly thight be-prevailed on 40 jein him, and perhaps even
.lohu:%?nby; nt:znbyuwonld do'yeur-best to pre-
vail upon him : then you yeur fears that
the Parlinment might inter{ese, i which cnse we. might
all be ruined. - Y our speech sxcited a stave of mute as:
tonishment, sueh as doubtiess you bave seen sometimes in
the House of Assembly, on. occasions of your powerfel
appeals to their inderstandings. - 1 know not bhow lumg
silence might have reigmed, bad not | rapt out with vehe.

mence, 's-saying ‘too volgay fer <here, (which
however you way find in the Scri ) which caused an
instant ‘vowr of Jaughter ; . your fine -eloquence

ia the dust, disconcerted-all: your generons:and: deep laid
plams for our presperity, and excited the first blush | ever
m upon yourcounieuauce. ‘The matter was instantly
" Flrese facts yOu DARE NOT DENY, Adnkkd,ttcy want
no commentary of wsive, they have heen most ably com-

2
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mented apon in the paper called the Free Press. Let
the public draw their own conclusions. Every petit Jury
knows how to put this, and that together, to settle upon a
verdict. It is in vain that Jonas Jones has kindly decla-
red in Parliament, that you did not orgirate the bill.
Still you are 1t's father, and will ever be so considered.
For ever it will be called Hagerman’s Bill.

Now for tbe Commissioner’s report ! You call it ¢ a
most cruel, and a most unjustifiable report”! Dare you
caluomiate the Commissioners, of whom Mr. Robert Ni-
chol bas said in Parliament, ¢ He believed, however, that
the correct, and kighly respectable, and honovable charac-
ters of the Commissioners was sufficient prob.ction to
them” 3 and whom you yeurself have characterided as
¢ Gentlemen of unquoestionable imtegrity”? How doés
your audacity compare with the magnanimity bf 'Mr. Ni.
chol, who, some time since, having procured a résolution
to be passed in ¢ thiat House”, that Comniissioner; Macau:
lay had been guilty of # gress and scandalogs libel, per-
mitted his humble apology, aud bis ¢ correct, and highly
respectable, and honorable 'character” 10 be w. «soficlent

rotection” 19 him, while you bavé bespatteréd him and

is compeers; wnth the e beu ‘“cruel” and' “anjustifia-
ble”, for mere ce about the date of
the abstrachong Is itnot yon whio are cruel and unjusti:
fiable ? = I warrant' the Commissioners: have wept under
your piercing lash !

What did you expeet from -the Clmmsmolem ? 'Did
you expect mere than wan can perform? W here are your
unaccountable pereeptions of . imar nature ? & where alt
my salutary but wasted warnings 7 Did ybu not, with all
{our wonderous sadérstandings know, that howevér man

ove the treachery, he still hates the traitor more 2. - Were
you really sp imbecile as to ¢ that the Commission.
ers wonld make you their Soliciter ;. their confidential ad:
viser, affer you- ‘had betra 6ed all yooroollugnomh office ?
Tn that particuiar, if the Commissionerscannot be com h-

mentéd for their gratitnde, they arve certainly entit

praisé for their discrimination. After you had mounted
the Gentlemen a Cock-horse, they gallantly turned their
backs:.upon you, as you deserved: til when your ears
svére impenetrable {o the liisses, groans, and execrations
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of an indigpant and disgusted public. Bat then the film
dropt from your eyes, and you perceived at once, ‘‘a mon-
ster of the most deformed shape”, which, in the misty
haze of your embryo conceptions, had a Pmed the
“most just meagure that could be m}’,, of which
you have; emphatically said, « I think all interested in
the qffairs of the Bank o ht to rejoice at tha event.
hy so much palaver about Whitney ? what did he
say of you more than the Commissioners have said ? He
lahoured to prove, (and remember Sir he was speaking in
his own cause) that the abstraction could not have taken
place prigr to his expulsion from .the Presidency; from
which he,would bave Lad it inferred, that by some possi-
hility; oF other, you might have stolen the. money. hen
we consigler the relative situation of the two parties ; one
as pleadhng in his own justification, uul turall,v inclined
like a drqw man to catch, at. straws for his immediate
salvajion : ge otbcr qu by a splemn act of Le-
gislation as JU case., wlhat, will appear the.
conduct of Wlutney m companson with that of the Com-
missiopers ¢ QOue is the passing rant of an ‘ephemeral.
railer, the other, the_ pitchy sentence of three impure as-
sessors of your own selections.. While the one excites a.
smile of derision, the. drall forth the bitierest
expcrqtmn. Yet it u,wqrtby cvation how different
is. the, la you use in rgupectot them hath. Of
Wlntuy whe is the least offonder ag:.inst you, and against
morality, yon speak as ¢ most, infamous. and foul” ¢ dark
and abomimable.”. The Commissioners, who aimed at
your reputation a mortal stab, and have shecked the world
with the ﬂpglumunm thcir reporh;ou say are.“ cruel
and un;psuwle 4’ Hagerman !, Fie
upan{ Weze mnb enthroned where it is evident
gmmpall} nsurps, I should not have the mor-
qlcanou wnnlg gn 1 do; and I would even now-
sbun the odious ¢ ﬁuu Iowe to my posterity,a bet-

ter name, than ym caD, ever hope afler this, to teansmit to

yours.

‘Fhe last quohlum feom your. spmch is now feft so.fat
behiad that it is.necessary to brivg it. forward again, i
otder to, keep.it close . undet the, reader’s eye. You say
“it could have })ew prove ed by the most ummpeachs\hla
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characters if the Commissioners thonght proper to exa.

mine them, that the abstraction of the fands teok

loug hefore the D!wctors took possession of the § jote -
bat ipstead of ‘doiug so, they had, upon the testimony of

persons who tp throw the fraod off themselves,

made 1 ‘most crael and mjust dectaration to the Hoose and

to the Counitry, that they could not-discover whether the

ahstraction took place before or after the resignation of the

President.”

Piris is & plain admiesion thet' yoa feiled in ‘yoor ob-
viou;fﬂnty, boﬁu:u DPivector of Bunk and 2 ' Mem-
ber of - Adsem n not the Commiissiowérs to
lxy bafore thrb' House, t:?vs:‘;ce on which - bad
founded their Teport; whichi the tore ine le a8

mdm ‘two other members were enjoined o to

o, fetter, & copy of which will' be foand in
g l - Rym ‘ ed the course-which ra-
omality dictated, you trampe
.nahimmwmemmm&

theit ““ cruel’” repirt wis ‘ot only ‘ot foatrdéd apow any
endeneeataﬂMﬂhnhtmdMlyome}tuthm
detice they did receive : aid - then T suppose’ you- 'would:
T ey 8 acomtfo e i o yiopouth
tis to accotmt for the
of the mqu«,wmn i omid b\n’-stﬁ'u”a
svrellin fedrt in mﬂnuo pathétically moving, that eve-
sympathetic theum, M:&mwr,
3 preebuc mrlyﬂtop. ornhmvu Ber and

hﬁmddneﬂnﬁdelnmwu

mm‘t& they o Wnﬂﬂ &Ml:i
can mba wl the barof Juis-

wglup meom:i.; nlhh Mhy’m'
:‘% 1t would have been anabbervation from the
-axim of pradence’th have closed the door

for ever aocommodation. A kick from an Execu.
g R L e

‘e

wdh muw:mmmv mmw? while slight repre-
Yesion cold-be sténed for, by aftewspaniel ’




Besides a reputation for tempering justice with mercy, is
particalarly palatable to you; and how could you consist-
ently point the animadversion to the comduct of exalted
and honorable gentlemen, which it is only proper and safe
to level agaiast a fallen enemy, sunk to rise no more r—
The eplthets dark,’ ¢ foul’ and ¢ abominable,” would have
sounded most abominably if applied to great mea who
might shoot you with an air gun, from the pinnacle to
which you elevate your ardent gaze: but as applred to
lmrmlee%, defunct President W hitney, they are sonorous,
musical, pretty, and creditable.
“ [’he Bank was not a South Sea bubble, it was estab-
lished by monied men, and supposed to stand upon the
best footing ; it was not established to work an iniquity,
it was founded upon good faith, and if counducted by ho-
nest men, it would have been in operation to this day.
But the President and Cashier wished to realize money
by the Institution, they became jealous of each other and
quarrelled, which occastoned its failure. It was not to
the abstraction of the £3,C00 that the failure was owing
but fo the vun which immediately took place upon the
quarrel being made known to the public. It was said
that the Dircctors ought to have counted the money once a
weck—he admitted that 4there was a want of attention on
the part of the Directors, for this they were chargeable
and for nothing else, butif counted every day the fraud
would have been (\mnmttml There were officers in
charge of the funds and one or the whole of them must
have committed the fraud, but it was impossible to kpow.
which of them was guilty. Upeon the establishmeut of the
Bank, the President and Cashier took up between fwo
and three hundved shares, but upen the failure of the In-
stitution it was (hscuwred that ' they reduced the with-
out the knewledge of the Directors to 60; it was never
thought that they were such scoundrels.¥  No Sir! the
Bank -was no Sounth Sea bubble. It was as you observe,
founded upon-good faith, at least as far as regarded the
views and iantentions of a vast majority of the Stpckhold-
ers. But what was that mest barefaced humbug that ever
was hatched tn the flimsy brain- of an infatuated specula-
tor, the Bank Bill2 That impure cmanation from rank
dishoncsty ! Was ot that a Sonth Sea bubble? Was
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¥ rot made to protect the base ; oppress the innocent; de-
fraud the public; desolate the town ; and swell the pomps
and vanities of two or three puffing, vainglorious, ¢cruel’
men, and add to the keaps of boasted riches ¢ wrung from
the hard hands of peasants’ by foulest usury ? ‘I'hat you
may be able to give so lucid an explanation of the many
suspicfBus circumstances appearing in your conduct, as
may enable a discerning and impartial world to acquit
you from all bad design in this nefarious and mysterious
affair, is the worst wish I entertain towards you.

The choice of the Commissioners connected with your
instalment of them iato office in your mind’s eye, previous
to your going to York ; all one family compacted puto, in
your own knowledge most disagreeable to your fellow di-
rectors, although you have asserted that they were ap-
pointed with the ¢concurrence of all parties,” nobedy con-
cerned with the Bank being present at their appointment
but yourself, wants full and complete explanation.

T'he choice of these men, two of whonr at least you
knew to be large creditors of the- Bauk, and notorious spe-
culators in its notes, in the face ef your own doctrine pro-
mulged in your ¢ sketch of observations’ of the 7th March
1823. <'T'hat the only thing desirable in"such ease would
be, that they should be persons wholly unconnected with
the Bank in every point of view,” wants full and complete
explanation. ’

The unconstitutional power given by the bill to any
three individuals, no matter who, to summon before them
their fellow countrymen, who had already been acquitted
by the Honse of Assembly even from suspicion ef crime,
to answer in secret conclave to interrogatories upon eath,
under pain of incarceration during pleasure for refusal ;
the_mse?:es being bound by no such solemnity, upon the-
precious plea of their ¢ unquestonable integrity” their ¢cor-
rect, respectable and highly honorable characters,” thus
establishing in the bosom of your infant country an edi-
eus inquisition similar to that which forcenturies devasta-
ted'continental Europe, wants full and complete explana-
tion,

Sir,-the Olive-branch, (not the ¢ Falchion’,) and woris

. of peace (not bloody daggers) are the balm to heal the

wounded heart, Hourrific sight! to see aged, and plenary
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experienced men, fathers of large families, and grandfa-
thers ! dragged before a secret tribunal, of childless, self-
ish greenhorns, whose collected knowledge would hardly
be sufficient with the hardest puffing, to swell out 3 mode-
rate pig’s bladder toa third of its power of distention, to
answer their interrogatories under pain of imprisonment! ! !
The civil rights of every man thus used, are batteyed de-
risively about his skull. Whothat has any knowledge of
right, and wrong, the smallest smack of independent feel-
ing, or ever cherished in his heart, the slightest affection
for the rights secured to us by the British Constitution,
could uphold such monstrous proceedings ?

When you were so infatuated with the examining pow-
er given to the Commissioners, as to point it outas your in-
ducement for assenting to pass your ¢ monster of deform-
cd shape,” were you not aware that it was an inquisitorial
power calculated to produce the result, which it has in
fact produced ; a partial iniquitous and ¢cruel’ report, of
which now, you weeping complain in terms so forcible and
affecting, because the inquisitors did not screen you as
you expected they would? Your conduct through the
whole appearing to have been selfish and anprincipled ; it
is not surprising that your apology should be childish, con-
tradictory and mconsistent.

The foul dishonesty of giviag power to the Commissiou-
ers to collect the assets of the Bank, without providing for
an equitable distribution of them among the creditors, but
leaving it at their sole discrefion when and whom to pay,
and whether to pay or not till the day of judgement, know-
ing the reputation for rapacity of at least two of them,
wants full and complete explanation.

'The infamy of seizing the preperty of the Bank from
the hands of the Directors who were still held responsi-
ble to the public, and placing it in the hands of irrespon-
sible men, absolately at their controul, withoat any check
or restraint as regarded its appropriation, men whose obtru-
sive acceptapce of such an wmvidious qffice, was an utter
disqualification for a creditable discharge of it, is a crying
sbomination, which calls for a fall and complete explana-
tion.

The introducing a clause into tlic bill acting retrospec-
fively to the nulligcation of legal titles to lands sold and
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paid for, and stigmatizing both huyer and seller as traud-
ulent knaves, whereby the very mortgages given in secu-
rity to the Bank itself were invalidated, yourself being u-
loof from the operation of this lezislative abortion, having
no lands or houses to sell, calls for full and complete ex-
planation.

T'he fraudfal power giveu to the Commissioners to sue
immediately for debts solemnly stipulated to be demanded
only by periodical instalments, and secured by Bond and
Mortzage, on the faith of a voluntary treaty, by the inser-
tion in one clause of the act, of the words ¢ notwithstand-
ing a further time may be given for payment,” wants full
and complete explanation.

T'his will want a little explanation on my part as well
as yours, which I will proceed to give. You might per-
haps be able at once to destroy the force of this challange,
hy saying that those words do not convey any such power,
which they really do not, But I aver that such was their
intent, and that it was only owing to your piteous igno-
rance of the grammatical structure of your mother tongue,
which prevented the power being conveyed to the Com-
missioners, in all the pomp of technical phraseology. A
power as villainous as unconstitutional, subversive of
every principle of justice, and common honesty, fit only
for you to conceive, and the Commissioners to execute.
Here is the proor.  Speaking to a Director of me and my
concerns with the Bank immediately after your return
from York ; you observed to bim, that my bond was done
away with by the act, and that the Commissioners had the
power to sne me immediately for the whole debt. 'The
person alluded to, demanded the reason of your opinion,
and you referzed him to the.identical words. He endea-
voured to convince you that they could not by any possi-
bility be distorted to such a construction as you gave them,
butin vain ; however your chagrin was manifest. Until

ou deny this, which I know you dare not do, it is need-
?’ess to mention my informant’s name. "

This fact makes self evident another. That you and
George Markland had preconcerted the business, for his
understanding of these celebrated words, as well as that
of the other Commissioners, was the same as your own ;
which is proved by the fact of their suing upon the strength

s
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of them after the first instalment had been paid, and be-
fore the second was due ;5 and also from their report, in
which they intimate to the Legislature, that such they
conceived must have been the original intention of that
hody. Now it cannot be lma«rmed that any men of com-
mon understanding could give “such a construction to such
plain and simple \wrds, ‘Wwithout previous concert, that
such should absolutely be the meaning. 1 willingly leave
the question to the world’s Jud"meut

I guess Sir, that the monster is becoming more and
more deformed to your view, keep fast hold of your wits,
for by .nd by, it may become so huge, and hideous, as to
place them in danger.

I thus finish my comments on the first sentence of the
last quotation, and shall now proceed to the last sentence.
The middle being all common place rant, is unworthy of
notice. As [ have it in my power pointedly to contradict
a fact stated by yonu, relative to the conduct of Mr. Whit-
ney in the disposal of his shares, and for which you call
him a ¢ scoundrel,” 1 consider myself bound so to do.—
Mr. Bartlet is connected with Mr. Whitney in the fact
stated, and his situation is precisely the same, but as I
will give you no opportunity of saying, that I am influen-
ced by any partiality, I shall avoid further mention of him
in the case. ‘I'hen sir, unless you are troubled with such
a memory as those who borrow with no intention to pay,
you must remember that it was a great many months be-
fore the failure of the Bank, certainly eighteen or twenty,
that Mr. Whitney sold his shares.. T'he matter was
spoken of at the hoard of Directors more than once in
your presence, and a ¢ cruel and unjustifiable’”” attempt
was made by one or two persons of whom you were one,
to compel Mr. Whitney to keep his shares ; but he very
properly resisted, insisting on selling all but sixty. It
was explained that he had not taken them with a view to
hold, but to enable the Bank to commence operations.
How then it came to be discovered on the failure of the
Bank, that lie had reduced his shares from betweea two
and three hundred to sixty, without the knowledge of the
Dircctors, it remains for you to explain 5 and unless you
do explain, when, how, and by whom this discovery was
made, the world will be apt to set you down for a greater
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« Bevundrel” than Mr. Whiteey or a much worse man.
As we are upon the word ¢ Sceuandrel” 1 sha'l observe
en passant, that [ have been informed, that aithough I
have the misfortune not to shine in the printed report of
your speech, under that dignified title, you nevertheless
did me the henor to announce meon the floor of the house,
as one of that numerous, meritorious and well nursed
class of his Majesty’s subjects. Buat more of this anon.
1 proceed to quete from your speech.
¢ The Directors supposing them (the officers) to be iio-
nest and beporable men, (like yon supposed the Commis-
sioners) placed too much confidence in them, (as you did
in the Commissioners) but the house should not on that ac-
count snhject them to too much severity. He really be-
lieved that geatlemen could not be found in this, orin any
couniry, that possessed more strict honor and honesty than
the Directors; (so you believed of the Commissioners)—
they were men above suspicion (So were the Commis-
rioners, and beyond it too.) IKvery man acquainted with
Mr. McLean, %ﬁchmond, Murney, Cummings, and Mc-
Leod,—(where is Mr. Dalton ?) must admit, that they
are men in whom the greatest confidence could be plnce(g,
they were above descending to low intrigue ; they did not
wish to take any advantage of the public creditors, (nor
did the Commissioners) on the contrary they felt the grea-
test anxiety to do justice to the whole of them ; (so do
the ¢ cruel’ Commissioners? and if the business had been
{:luced in their hands (why did you take it out of their
ands ?) instead of being placed in the hands of commis-
sioners, the business would have been closed months ago
(this is a new light !) to the satisfaction of all parties.”—
Well! well! well!

“Upan my word and hongr
As I was going Lo Toanor,
I met a pig, without a wig,
Upon my werd and honor” !

Do you think Sir, that the five Gentlemen above named
are T'rours, to be caught with tickling ? 1 hope for their
sakes the world will not adopt your measure of their un-
derstandings ! Bot Mr. Hagerman, how could you be so
< cruel and unjustifiable,” as to leave poor ME out of your
group of werthies ? 7, fur whose relfare you felt so inter-
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ested ! I, that straight man in his dealings ! Alas! I
should Dbe in dispair, did I not discover that you have gen-
erously provided me a snug birth at the fag end of your
speech. What pity Sir! bat you, like those five gentle-
men were above ¢low intrigue,” you could net then de-
scend to the low discrepancies of a mere idiot / One un-
acquainted with facts would hnagine, that you had crossed
the Atlantic, and discovered with astonishment on your
return, that the House of Assembly had been stupid e-
nough to pass the rascally Bank Bill in your ahsence.
How eould /any one conceive, that you were its Sire, its
Champion, its ¢ robust advocate,” that you had ¢ pursued
it through every branch of the Legislature,’ (of course
then to Majesty in the person of onr Governor, but of this
hy and by) that it had been passed by the House of As-
sembly without much examination by the members, mere-
ly because yon were considered by them as the organ of
the Directors and Stockholders, and to whom, as well as
to the public, they consequently believed it would be plea-
sing, satisfactory, and beneficial > Did yeu not boast in
a letter from York in March, 1823, (pablished in the
Newspapers) that the worthy Doctor Baldwin (who had
opposed the Bill with vehemence) kad withdrawn his op-
position in compliment 'to Mr. Hagerman  was not thia
prinfed too, as now, in Ttalics ? and did you not wriggle
through the crowd of your Constituents like a dogin a
Fair, barking an eulogy on your determined stand, in sup-
port of the Commissioners and the Bank bill, till the ¢ a-
nonymous writers” poured forth the ¢leperous distilment”,
which, adding corruption to- corruption, finally left the
Bank bill and its promoters such a stinking mass, as en-
forced an involuntary pinching of the nose from every pas-
ser by ?  Then the Bill was none of your advising; yow
hiad no hand in it; it was an unjust bill; and you crept
on gradually from one saying to another, endeavouring to-
keep pace with public opinion, till’at last you absolutely
pronounced itan ¢ 1nFamous BrLL” !! Pshaw! I sickens
at recording your incousistencies—for Heaven’s sake ex-
plain them away !

Now you really think, that <«if the business had beew
placed in their hands, instead. of placing the business i
the hands of Commissioners,” the business would haver
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been closed months ago, {o the satisfaction of all parties.

'This 1 your opinion, boldly expressed on the ¢ floof of
the House” ; and really any one would think, that you
had no hand in the business of taking the business out of
the hands of those men of business, and putting the busi-
ness into the hands of the integrificd Gentlemen Commis-
sioners, who are no men of business. Who could think
that such a man of business as Mr. Hagerman was at the
beginning, middle, end, top and bottom “of this Sfoul busi-
ness # This pithy member of your penitential speech,
for its beauty and convincing force, merits particular re-

gard, and it’s sound doctrine ought to be promulgated in
more languages than one. Let us try it in French. i
vous avez des affuires a furre, donnez vos qﬁ'aireq a
faire, a des gens qui sgavent bien faire les qffaires ; car
ai vous donnez vos affaires a faire, a des gens qui ni sca-

vent pas bien faire les affaires. il est clair que vos qffuires
resteront, faute d’avoir donué vos q{]‘hires a faire, a des
gens qui ne seavaint pas bien faire les qffuires!

Let me afford you a few mowents relief from my ¢ scur-
rility”’, and lull you into complacency with your own or-
atorical fascinations.

““The Act onght to be repealed, particularly that part
of it which attaches personal property,—it upvrxited to the
prejudice of the honest and honorable, (indeed ! another
new light!) whilst the rogue escaped its provisions.
The Directors were restrained by the ACT from con-
veying their prdperty, bnt by LAW, they can!! (Re-
member 8ir, that although yon dec lxm the Bank was no
““South §ea Bubble”, “but founded by monied men upon
good faith”, still you gave it the title of ¢ PreTENDED
Bank”! Beware! lvst you procuve for yourself the titie
of PRETENDED LAWYER! It wanted the dis-
criminating powers of Mr. Hagerman to discover the dif-
ference between an AcT OF THE LEGISLATURE and a
LAW !!) and Bartlet and Dalton who owed £8000,
(why not state how much each respectively owed ? you
knew precisely. But to further your private views, it was
necessary to lump us together) gave judgments and their
property was sold, no other Directors had done so; (was
any other Director drviven to it by persecution ? was the
property of amy ether Director attempted to be scized, @
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prey to a few grecdy speculdtors, to the frawdful deprivn-
tion of every homest Creditor of his just rights? ) that
they and' theif famifiés should be déprived of their pro-
perty when they had no nolien to make away with i
The act may be evaded, (how surprising?) and it has been
evaded. (so much the betler.) Any Direttor ma %0 to
his Creditors, AND HE WOULD BE JUST{F ED
IN DOING SO, (right Mr. Hagerian) and say, [ owe
money to yon, you are an hunest Creditor, here is 2 Bond
and’ judgment, take it and sefl my property. ¥ you do
not, it wilk be sdcraficed through the roguery of individu-
als, snd' the unjust provisiow of an Act of Parliament.”
Why Mr. Hagerman, you surely possess supernuturil
powers ! for this is precisely what I told' my ¢rediturs,
and these are the very steps I took to secure them from
the intended frand of the Comwmissioners, as will be seen
by my Petition to the Heude of Assembly in the Appeir-
dix. Althoogh it wad at mach cost, thank God, T suc-
ceeded in placing them all in safety, aloof from the rave-
nous wolves who would ramsack chirch-yardy for their
prey. Was I not justifiable Mv. Hdgerman? Trador
ghould I have been to my trust as'a Divector, had' T wil-
lingly sufféred a shilling of eurrent money belonging to
me, to fall into the liand4 of the Commissiotiers; traitor to
my howest Creditors, and to the howest Creditors of the
Bank. But, as I see you are i a better mood' for listen-
ing to yourself than me, I will give yoir another paragraph
of your Speech, and then crave to be heard again.

¢ By the repeal of the law no injury could be inflicted ;
there was £8000 secured by Mortgage, which the Com-
missioners could recover ; (how would there be auy Com-
missioners if the law were repealed—besides you forget,
you should have said the act net the law) they had abundant
property to pay the whole amount due. (Yes, you know
well, that I had abundant preperty to pay the amount due
from me, and you know teo, that it has been fritteved away
through the persecutions of the Commissioners) He receiv-
ed letters from his‘Constituents condemning the law ; [law
;?ain] it was disgusting to the whole of the people in-

ingston and its vicinity, and as it operated unjostly a-
gaiust the honest, and did not secure te the Creditor what

L
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was due by the fraudulent—he did hope that it would be-
repealed.”

Let me ask you Sir, to what is it attributable, that this
law, or this act [ which you will] ¢ did not secure to the
Creditor what was due by the fraudulent’”’, and operated
unjustly against the honest” 7 W as it not that the act it-
self was the offspring ef a fraudful conception? T'he
thing was not intended to punish the guilty, and peotect
the innocent. It was intended to make money, of which
every clause of the act is a damning proof. If justice had
been meant, you would not now be puzzled to furnish the
numerous explanations demanded of you. One plain,
straight-forward course would have been adopted. The
property of the officers who admitted that the abstraction
could not but be confined to.themselves, sequestrated [as
in the case of the South Sea Bubble, and as yours and the
Commissioners ought now to be, to repair the ruin you
have effected ] to satisfy the pablic; and the Directors and
Stockholders left to settle their own affairs among them-
selves in their own way. No such outrageous humbugs
as Commissioners, Inquisitors, secret examinations upoh
oath, and imprisoning during pleasure, were necessary to
the discovery of abstractors wha stood confessed on the
« floor of the House”! Summary Justice was not con-
venient, or suitable to the end in view. Resort must be
had ta a protracted series of persecutions; rin must top-
ple upon ruin to gratify envenomed grudge; men and fa-
milies must be sacrificed at the shrine of cupidity : and one
of your ‘“scoundrels” Mr. Hagerman must at all events
be protected for the sake of his family connections, and
his holy friendship with that eminent Brick merchant*
who is gene to Liondon in search of some place of profit,
the very honorable George Herkimer Markland. Jdinsi
va le monde ! ! !

Now ®ir its your turn again.

«“'Fhe cTause qualifying the directers to become Can-
didates at elections might appear to have heen introduced
for himy qundnubtedly it might] when he was elected he
came to this house -fully deternsined to do his duty to his
King and country [so it bas appeared] and ke never ad-
weated principles contrary to civil liberty, [no secret in-

* See Appengix.




27

yuisitions, and imprisonment durin%pleasum] such were

the principles he acted on, and wouhl continue to act upon
as long as he had the honor of a seat within its walls;
[when the walls of ¢ that House” encompass you again,
pray God you may have your seat in the gallery] but as
a continuance in the House of Assembly would operate
against his interest, [this is well understood} he wished
the clanse was left out—[if the clause were left in you
must go, bon gre mal gre, no body else in town being fit.]
His coming back to this House did not depend upon him-
self [thank God for that] it depended entirely upon his
honorable Constituents, [ how can ¢ a mob” be honorable?]
and if he should return to this house, [you would play the
same pranks over again] it would be entirely out of res-
pect to them, and not from any desire of his own.”

Be in no wise alarmed #bout your iuterests suffering
from returning to Parliament; you have made ‘¢ your hon-
orable constituents” drink of too bitter a potion for them to
allow you to cater for them again. Even though you have
been singed it will not do. We Masons can tell "as
well as some others when an electioneering trick is play-
ed off uponus. You have no refuge but to creep under
the protecting wing of Lewis Day’s best customer.
What if hé have ruptered you a little! you must forgive
and forget—he has broken no bones! he has rowkr!
some loaves and fishes may be in his gift! and if not, you
knew bis word will travel like the meteor which leads
benighted men into bogs aud swamps! Yoo muost kiss
and be friends, there is no alternative—I insist upon it,
you must. Zounds man! ¢“can you not be christian e-
nough to forgive” 2 <« will it not be more magnanimous
in you to do s0” 2 << I'would mot speak thus strongly to
gou if I did mot feel interested for your welfare, as I
trust I do for that of every other individual” !!! One word
more on Parliamentary affairs before I quote your last pa-
ragraph. If you must absolutely be gratified so far as to
be returned again member for Kingston, I will just tell
you how you may insure your Election, if you can by a-
ny possibility adopt my counsel. Contrive that nobody
shall oppose you but Commissioner John Macaulay, who
has been putting forth his reconnoitering feelers for ascer-
tainment of the public estimation of him, and your election
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is moxally certain, for « f'eaur hoperable constituents’”” may
he inclined to chuse the least gvil.

Now 8ir, it is your turn to talk a hrief paragraph, and
dhen 1 shall do atl the rest of the talking myself, except
that { may new and then allow you permission to clap in
a quotation from a detter or s0o.  You shall have all fair-
mess, nothing shall be suppressed that can tend to procure
for you from the public, A JUST ESTEEM.

“ After pointing out the injuslice of the act which be
wished the House to repeal, as it emabled the scoundrel
and the rogne fo escape jts provisions, [there jare vo pro-
vigions in the Act against ¢ scoyndrels and yogues”’, and
you mever meant there shopld he any] whijle the innacent
and honest suffeped by it [ just as it was seitled upon] he
reprobated fhe mode adopted by the Commissioners [how
~crpel” to reprgbate the Commissioners] in. prosecuting
tudividusls who offered [wbo had seouréd. Hhe soma ue
to the ‘ﬁqu,by Jmortgage | to secyve fhe sums due to the
Bank by morigaze an thejr praperty, which they refused
to accept, {{?%9 net know what you are talking about]
angd implored the Heuse [ with fears] npt to grant the ex-
tension of power suggested in the report.  He would how-
ever be sorry to release the proparty of DALTON, Whit-
ney, f!’za!'ﬂe‘ and Ferguson, M they had any way to hold
them.:

X have pow Sir done you the justice to qupte every word
of ypur speech as it glitters ip all the papers pfthe day,
and ip py commenting ppop i, 1 trust you will do me the
justice to acknpwledge, that I haye pot travetled much out
of the record. ‘The most difficult part of my task is yet
to perform. [ have to raxamage allthe qua#umm‘s far
tickling phrases, in order to render you that 'satisfaction
tp which you are so richly eptitled. I have peeped into
BiLLINGSGATE, and S1. G‘;u:s, but | perce;ve their ideas
and lapguage pssimilatp4oo much with those 1 wonld con-
demn. Sl shall therefore cast them aside, and dip into

others more likely to furnish expressians genteel enough
tp address to ap hopgrpble member of Assembly, who be-
dizeps his speeches om the flagr of the House wih the ele-
gant and soparous epithats, ¢ SCOUNRDREL” and
“ BOGUE,” which in gengral estimatiop ave held more
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suited to the Bully of a Brothel, than to an hongrable re-
presentative in the great council of the country.

Ot have I, on perusing your parliameglary speeches,
felt a sensation of pain, an indescribable sort of pity, ap-
proximating to shame, which has suffused over my cheeks
an involuntary glow. How serrowful ! have 1 thought,
that one so irrefragably a lineal deseendant from the great
Demopsthenes, should have retained so pitiful a spark of
the Promethean fire that raged in the besom of his divine
ancestor!| Where! have I exclaimed, are the patriet
thunders, that enwrapt the welfare of the state ! that were
wont to rend the spheres ! to rouse all antient Greece in
rich array, for emulous contention in deeds of virtuous va-
lour ! and fire the  langnid senl with thirst intense, for
glorious martyrdom in freedom’s hely cause? Alas! fled,
and my fatigued ears, are stunned with the pertinacious
rattle of a cHaTTER-BoXx | Where Wisdom poiuted to the
reward of virtue, the Dolt new gapes at the loaves and
fishes ! 'Where ripe judgment made its invalnerable and
awlul stand, pugr1LaTY now vascilates, ¢ pleasgd with a
bubble, tickled with a straw’ ! Where prINCIPLE was
the undeviating rnle of action, 1MPULENCE now stalks,
Lorp PAraMouNT, undisguised, and unabashed! Where
the accased was epenly arraigned in terms of manly elo-
qoence, the devated victim -of a JunTo is now assailed
with the insidipus fraud of an 1nCENDIARY, and bespatter-
ed with the vile effusions of the RANKEST BLACK-GUARD-
1M ! and O harrer ¢ alt this on the floor of our National
Caouncil House ! ! !

I is now time to direct the attentinn of the reader to
the last sentence of the last paragraph of your speech.
“ He wauld however be sorry to release the property of
DALTON, Whitney, Bartlet and Ferguson, if they had
any way to hold them.”

It forcibly strikes the mind, how repeatedly and vehe-
meatly you have dwelt on the ivsuffictency of the Act, to
pretect the honest, agninst the fraudulent ; the respecta-
ble and honorable against the ¢ Scoundrel’ and the < Rogue’:
and it will not be forgotten, that youn have drawnm accor-
ding to your ideas of geametrical precision, a line of stri-
king demarkation. The bonest ! the respectable and the
honorable ! such as the most exalted and dignified of all
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ether conntries could not surpass ! you have gathered iu
a petit jewelled circle, as foils to add splendour to its
chrysolited Center CuristorHER ALEXANDER HAGER-
MAN, Esq.!!!

“ Were the Commissioners, men of more honour, more
honesty, or more respectability, than the honorable mem-
ber for Kingston’ ? asks Mr. Wilson, member for Prince
Edward. Let us reverse the question, and ask, Jls the
honorable member for Kingston, a man of more honor,
more honesty, or more respectability, than either of the
Commissioners ¢ aud still I say NO ! Shake them all in
ONE BAG !

The ¢ ScounprELS’ and the ¢ Rosues’ whose preperty
you would hold for the benefit of the ¢ honest, the respecta-
ble and the honorable’ you have strung in one noese, and
by the multiplying force of your imagined influence, hois-
ted to the reverse extremity of the letter L, with the same
celerity, that a hundred men would walk off with the rope
that exalted to the Yarp Arm of one of his Majesty’s
ships, some unfortunate delinquent, sentenced by a- Court
Martial to an expiative death ! Heavenly God ! and 1
the foreground of the picture !

Mr. Hagerman, remember the tears, the sighs, the sobs,
the moving accompaniments of your bitter lamentations,
over the ¢ cruel and unjustifiable’ calumnies of the Com-
missioners ! Remember Sir, that I am ¢n form like you,
a Max! Permit me then like you, if I am hurt, to cry,
and snivel, and groan! Have not all men their gffections ?
When you tickled the rive, did they not laugh ? and
when you lacerate my beart, shall I not shriek 7 Yea, 1
will conjure spirits from Heaven, and spirits from Hell,
to avenge Ahy ¢ dark,” ¢foul,” ¢ ahominable’, but thank
Giod, haptuless stab ! Why should not I extract sympa-
thetic rheum as well as you ?

Let us examine, of what consists your superiority over
mine to public sympathy ? If yoh are Dutch, I am Eng-
lish ; if you would be a man of standing, 1 trust I am one
of some understanding ; if you are a Licutenant Colonel
of Militia without a Regiment, I am a Lieutenant of a Mi-
litia Regiment, and Lieutenants have feeling. If yoa
have a wife, so have I ; children, I have seven to your
one ; famjly connections, I have them too ; friends whose
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zood opinion you value, I am not without mine. If you

he a Lawyer, [whether real or pretended remains to be

settled ] though | am but a Brewer, still 1 have Barristers

in embryo, who | hope may live to put you to shame. If
you be a Mason, so am I, though I must confess that in be-

coming one, it was not to the end of being elected a mem-

ber of Parliament : in short Sir, through whatever light

you are penetrable to my view, [ cannot discover that [

am less a MAN than yourself, or any reason why I should
hold my reputation of less account.

I have it from authority which I cannot question, that
you openly called me a ¢ scounnreL’ in the House, but
that the Parliamentary reporter, in writing down the
word, like the recording Angel, ¢ let fall atear, and blot-
ted it out forever’ ! How can I sufficiently express my
gratitude to Mr. Cary for his kind, benevolent intentions,
which overcoming his better judgment, concealed from
him the impropriety of the act. How cana man vindicate
his traduced reputation if he be ignorant of the fact and
the traducer 7 Besides Mr. Carey should have consider-
ed, [but how could a Christian.consider in such a case]
that no man, conscious of his rectitude, can ever be ap-
prehensive of danger from the direct and open assault of
an impudent calumniator. It is then, that like some tow-
ering ocean’d rock, that frowns in scornful majesty on en-
vious waves beneath, which roaring round, torment its
base, he stands in all the glorious pride of self-assured in-
destructibility ! The confidential, secrct whispered slan
der, that ensanguined night-dirk of the assassin of repu
tations, is the only frightful object that can terrify or in-
wre a JUS'T MAN. ‘I'hat you, Hagerman, have used
this foul dagger, from your own unasked acknowledgment,
L will show. It is not you alone that I defy; with you,
I defy ALL THE DIRECTORS, some of whom,
however, have too much of my regard to incur my defi-
ance inanger.

If a man venture to tax another with being a ¢ Scoun-
drel”; [I rest'not upon the information above quoted, but
upon your careful classification in your parliamentary c-
ration, of the ¢ honest, the respectable and the honora-
ble’” and the ¢ frandulent” the ¢ Scoundrels and the
rogues” ] surely it is not too much to demand of Lim =~
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reason for his approbrious reviling? Then Sir, let me
demand of you, why you have dared on the floor of the
House, to hold me forth-as 4 ¢ fraudulent”’ man, a < scoun-
drel” and a “rogue” ?  Sir, it is imperiouslty demanded
of you totell! Your reputation, your honer, your FArrw,
Horr and Caariry, and what is more than all to you,
perhaps your COLLECTORSHIP, and yoar BREAD
are at stake. Come forward Sir ! in the face of the world !
and relate your history of my misdeeds. Tell of my fratds;
my cheatings; cozenings and robberies! and tell, Mr.
Hagerman, of my foul CONSPIRACIES!! Tell of
my nefarious plotting with usurious Brick-merchants, y-
clept Legislative Conancillors, and Shylock postmasters,
to humbag the Parliament of my country, of which I was
ari unworthy member; to incarcerate the persons of my
fellow fownsmen, seize, and confiscate their property. de-
fraud the public, and role it with a rod of Tron! Teil alt
this, and tell likewise, that I smiled in a man’s face while
I cut his throat ! ! !

All this you may tell with your wonted plausibility and
powers of persnasion; but, indeed Mr. Hagerman, I am
still unconstious of having committed wrong. I borrow-
ed money from the Bank«-a large sum to be sure, hut not
over-much considering the amount of my stock. Not as
much as yourself, putting you on the same ecomparison,—
your shares being, I think, twenty, and mine ninety-four.
The Bank held vouchers, which were readily acknow-
ledged, and an arrangement for payment, safe and satis-
factory to all pariies concerned was speedily and amica-
bly effected. Upon the unfortunate demise of our ill fa-
ted institntion, I stepped forward with alacrity to pledge
my property in secarity, not only for the sum I had bor-
rowed, but for the amount of my Stock paid in, which you
have declared in your speech weas sufficient. 1 trust there
is nothing in all this which calls on the world te uphold
you in designating me a ¢ SCOUNDREL”—1 have yet
to learn that borrowing money is a ¢rime.

My first instalment was immediately paid, and five o-
thers were at my command, when, twenty days before the
second was due, I was sued by your “cruel” Cothmis-
sioners, your ¢ gentlemen of unquestionable integrity”.
who were appointed with the ¢ eoncurrence of all par
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ues”’ ! They knew foll well my state of ]tapanﬂon,

the kind of money I hadl to pay was nnsuitable for their
purposes;—iingston money weuld not aubwer the pur-
poses of speculation. ‘I'hey were willing en to buy
it, but net to receive it in payment ; and they ght it
better to get my debtin current money throngh the Sher-
iff, than receive it from my hand in a depreciated paper,
theugh my bond expressly provided me the privilege of
paying ia Kingston money. Besides, if I were sued at
law, I might poseibly run away, a DESIDERATUM
on many accouuts. Yy p y would fall an easy prey,
and wmy absence, be one of the bones ot least, removed
from the gallets of some cormoraut gentry, which prevent.
ed them from gobbling their neighbors fast enoughgo keep
pace with their mighty powers of digestion.

For the protection of my Creditors, myself, and all con-
cerned, I took the course already told, and promounced
in your gpeech guite justifiable. 1 went to my creditors
and said, [A¥D wAs JUsSTIFIED I¥ 80 Doine] ¢ I owe
money to you, you are honest creditors, heve is a bond and
judgment, take and sell my propenty --If do not, it
will be sacrificed h the mguﬂy ni“ul:ad
the un]ustpmwwnq? /! Bat
whether you had pronounced it ’n-bﬁabh or no, would be
of small consequence, since the steps 1 took have been at-
tended with expected success, and have the appreval of
my ewn conscience. 1am now arrived at'the ptmost houn-
dary of my confessions; thus far 1 plead guilty ; but as
for the conspiracies and plotting with Legislative Council-
lors, Shylock Pestmasters and so furth, ¢ Thou canst net
say 4 did it” !

Think not, Bir, that [ complain of not being one of the
subjects of your electioneering hyperbolical panegyric ;
such food wouald sit but ill upon my squeamish stomach.
It is the malignancy of your invidious distinction of which
I complain. You have thought proper to point out by
name every fhirector but me, as an “ honest, respectable,
and honorable man”, and MK, as ‘he first of four ¢ fraud-
ulent scoundrels and roguea”, whose property ought to
be held for the benefit of the former. For this, you have
to account to the satisfaction of an impartial public, or re-
main till death the opprobrinam of every honest minded

E
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man. Hemember your own whiaing lamentations for the
light guadings of the Commissioners. Remember the
thunders called forth by their comparatively innocent con-
duct from the immortalised James Wilson of Prince Ed-
ward, and tremble at the bolt that may transfix you'
Read their comdemnation L say, and tremble.

“The OFFICERS of the Bank [Benj. Whitney,
President, Smith Bartlet, Cashier, and John W. Fergu-
son, Teller, all sot down by you a8 scoundrels] were ho-
norable men when compared with others. They may be
charged with having abstracted the funds of the Bank—
they may be charged: with having abused the cenfidence
of the Directors.; but they could not be charged with the
heinous crime of attempting to affix the guilt upon the
innocent.”

Justice to myself now urges to a contrast of the respec-
tive lines of conduct, our several natures and dispositions
have prompted us to pursue towards each other ; and if
circumstances should forcibly maintain me inthe foreground
of the picture, you will have no right to omplain, having
yourself appointed me that post of honor, though it is con-
fessed in a garb so dingy, that an imaginative spectator
might be reminded of the resurrection of soot.

ferring to my commentary on the Commissioners’
Report, [see Appendiﬂ itis seen, that speaking of you
I use the foHowing words.

¢ Although I have no reason to feel much affection for
Mr. Hagerman, I should consider myself a degenerate
brate, if I hesitated to bear unequivocal testimony to the
utter impossibility of his having been in any manner cou-
cerned in any abstraction. No man of sense or feeling
will ever for a moment afféct to think he was so. This
affectation of the Commissioners, and this charge respec-
ting the Iirectors against the comviction of their own
minds, produced from evidence lying under their very no-
ses, must stamp.their Report with lasting infamy.”

On tbe 9th of September, 1823, I addressed you the fol-
lowing letter.

Sir,—Although I consider you my personal foe, I feel
that I should but ill discharge my duty as a man, could 1
suffer your reputation to receive an undeserved stain, from
wbich it was 1 my power to shield it.
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A foul report is current which perhalgs you may he the
last to hear ; thus I have heard it. During the time the
notes of the Bank were being destroyed, George Mark-
land saw youn going out of the Bank with a large packet,
something was said too about McLeod, whether it was
that he was in your company I am not positive. Howev-
er George Markland asked yon where you were going,
and you shewing him your bundle, replied, you were
ing to burn the notes. Markland shortly after fell in with
Whitaey, related to him the circumstance, and asked him
[Whitney] ¢ do you really think he will burn them > I
was concluded between them, that you wowld hardly be
such ajfool. Since that time yoa have been watched. It
1s said you have paid considerable sums of the Bank notes
to the Commissioners, packed up in bundles precisely in
the same manner as they were wont to be packed in the
Bank. From which it is inferred they were the notes you
pretended to burn. 1t is added that the Commissioners
themselves suspect you of foul play, which should not sur-
prise, if it be true that George Markland were capable of
putting the portentous and lage query to Whitney, a-
bove mentioned. .

It is not a little remarkable that Markland and Whit-
ney have been as thick as two thieves ever since the fail-
ure of the Bank. It is said that from the Book, a burning
of the notes purperts to have taken place bétween yoa
and McLeod alone, [if this be true it was a great impru-
dence on the part of you both] and conversation runs that
you could easily bamboozle sach a one as McLeod,: who
is known to be your great adwmirer, for your having suid
once in Parliament, hdw much you admired the Method-
ists. .

It happens most accidentally, that since my knowledge
of the aforesaid report, I have been apprised of a source
from whence you received a large sum in our Bank notés,
packed and pressed in the identical fashion of the Bank,
of which fact I hasten to inform you, thit yoa may at once
vescue your reputation from secret slander, and know the
ccharacters of the wen you have respectively soaght toup-
bold and to destroy.—1 am, &c. &c.

THOMAS DALTON.

To C. A. Hagerman, Esq.
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On the 18th of the same month I received from you the

fellowing reply,
Kingston, 18th Se{::n'm, 1828.

Bir,~My ahsence from home for the lastten days will
acoount to yowfor net having seoner acknewledged yowr
leiter of the 9th, which was only this moerning put into my
hands. Upon whet grounds you-assume that L am your

arsanal foe, and have sgught te destroy yon, I am at a

9 t0 conjecture, and as you hare not chesen te éxplain
yourself, | can only in general ternis, most selemnly deny
the imputation.. \

If your epinion is founded on the remarits I have some-
Wmes felt 1t my duty tol make, on principles you have cho-
sem (0, proclein, you Bave sdapied an unjust criterien to
decide by. My obdestvativns on your conduct and charae-
tar have been olicited by necessity, not resentmend—} feel
none towards you, /although if L am correctly informed,

u baye givén me'reasom te entertain emotians of that

ind: [ helibve you bave riever been denied my services
whea they eould be usefal to you in any honorable trans-
action; aad/ you may feel asstred that my dispesition in
this respect 18 in no wise altered !

I give you my. gratefuld thamkes for the inférmation your
Istter condainis, although ik Telates to a snbyject, the charac-
ter of mhick fills nie with amazement, disgust. and indig-
nation. . The measures I witl take shall be such as to e-
ﬁm\m knowledge of all the circamstances, and you

fmbably kwow the result.
o1 i de nol believe that bills were ever burned in the pres-
ehee of MoLeed and myselfdlone; but this can be ascer
ined: by-refdrerice:to him and the boak.

I am, Sir,
JROAY o Your vYery Qb. Serv’t.
g peigned) : Ch. A. HAGERMAN.
Me: Thontas Dalton:

734
X felt 400, much cautempt, for your silly reply totake the
mnﬁm of it Rwiﬂ’bemtomg seen, thai the object

O?N} leiten to you, wasnatteextnaet irom you confessions
of what might have been youw canduet tewardd me, but
to pat yoi eu your guard against the secret machinations
of cherislied snakes ; scorning 19 ses my-direst/enemy; fall
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into ignominy from the venomeus shafts of occult villainy,
wliile | conld interpose a shield to ward them off, though
it were to cause my ewn perdition.

After what has been explained, it can surprise no one,
that Lregarded you as my personal foe, and I am inclin-
ed to believe, that every creditor of the Bank will now
regard you as his. [ have made it pretty evident that ev-
ery engine, that fraud and malice could devise, has been
set at work te effect the destruction of me and mine, and
if utter rmin bras not yet overtaken me, if I am yet unburied
in the gulph that yawned for me, it is because my native
epergy, joined to the steady support of unrelaxing friends,
awd the able counsels of men of real eminence in the law,
have baffled the projects of feeble plotters.

It cannot be seen by my letter to you, thatI had formed
any opinion on auy remarks you may have thought it your
duty o make on the principles | have chosen to proclaim,
and | dow beg to tnform you, that [ never heard that you
bad made any. And ought I to suppose that if [ had, I
eould be offended with them, seeing that I never proclaim-
ed any sentiments that will not defy the strictest scruti-
ny # No nnworthy sentiment dwelling in my heart, none
can issue frem my lips, or flow from my pen.

Now will it appear from your own unasked acknewl-
edgement, that you have used the nightly assassin’'s dirk.
¢ My observations on your conduct and character have
been elicited by necessity, not resentment’ ! What obser-
valions 7 and what necessity ? I know nothing of your
abservations or your necessities. ~ 1 asked you net for this
confession, you gratuitously make it self evident, that you
have been a backbiter, a seoret slanderer of my conduact
and character. What you know prejudicial to my con-
duct and character, you are now called on to state. I
trust they have been and are such, as to make it quite im-
material what observations you may have made, or may
hereafter make upon them, and to render me superior to
the resentment of amy individual whatever. I imagine
your weightiest charge, and that which will most oppress
your héart, will be my present unravelment of your crook-
ed and frowdrd policy.

Do please to explain what you mean by the following
noasensical sentence of your letter. ¢ I belicve vou have
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never been denied my services when they could be useful
to you in any honorable transaction, and you may feel as-
sured that my disposition in this respect is in no wise al-
tered.” (I might go to your former letter and add, as I
trust it 18 not towards any other individual /) What af-
fectation of cantis all this 7 Did I ever solicit your ser-
vice in any dishonorable transaction ? any one would na-
turally infer that I bad.

It will be seen by your first letter, that in the concluding
sentence you invite me to call upon you on your return
from York, which I did ; and after a long conversation
with you in which I made you fully acquainted with my
sentiments on the Bank Bill, I told you it would be ne-
cessary that the Directors should have a meeting to take
the property from Mr. Stantonin order to its regular trans-
fer to the Commissioners. You replied that you would
never meet the Directors any more, as it might be thought
we were acting in concert. The same evening [ called
on Mr. Bartlet and told him of the interview | had had
with you, who said, ¢ O, I forgot to tell you, that I had
seen Mr. Hagerman, who told me to say, that he desired
you would net call upon him, as it might be thought we
were in correspondence together.” I believe I have not
been in your office since. . Heavens ! this smells strongly
of duplicity, if it be not the identical thing. As for cor-
respondence, the world has seen a part of ours, and it will
judge how far I ought to be ambitious of cultivating it.

I will now quote a delectable passage from a letter of
yours dated 24th June, 1823. It is in your usual pathet-
ic style, and is afine proof ef your consistency on the sub-
jéct of acting in concert. 1t should be observed, that this
was written at the time when the bombardment of the
Bank Bill by ¢ anonymous ‘writers’ was raging with such
force as made it evident it would be soon blown up. It
is a fiue text for a dissertation upon discretion, forbear-
ance, prudent conduct, irritable feelings, and harmonious
concert, but I will even leave it to make its own.jlépres-
sion.

“ The embarrassments which the failare you allade to
has occasioned are not peculiar to yourself; 1 trust howe-
verno one will increase the difficulty of getting out of them
by acts of imprudence. Much may be done for the beae-
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tit of sl parties, by forbearance and prudent conduct.—
This is not the time for exciting irritable feelings, even if
there was provocation ; by far the weightiest portion of
responsibility rests with the partners of the late associa-
tion, they therefore should use every exertion to bring its
affuirs to an amicable and satisfactory conclusion, which
I feel confident may be done, if they act discreetly ana in
concert’ !

Let me call to your mind your boast about urging the
Bill through every branch of the Legislature. It has al-
ways been currently reported, that the Governor at first
hesitated to give his sanction to the Bill, on account of the
opinion of Chief Justice Powel being adverse to it, ¢ on the
grounds of its unconstitutionality ;” but that he was after-
wards induced to do 8o, from your urgent representations
of its absolute necessity ; which appears natural enough
on the part of the Governor, you being the representative
of the town of Kingston, and Chairman, Director and So-
licitor of the Bank : and also one of the Committee of the
House of Assembly on Bank affairs : he would naturally
conclude, that it was a thing prayed for by the ¢ concur-
rence of all parties,’ (it being impossible for him (o know,
that your real opinion. was, that, ¢ if the busincss had been
placed in their hands (the Directors) instead of being
placed in the hands of the Commissioners, the business
would have been closed months ago to the satisfaction of
all parties’ ) as being the most speedy and beneficial mode
of winding up the affairs. Report gives you credit for
begging and beseeching his Excellency with great vehe-
mence, to give the Bill his sanction, although you say
it was such a monster of deformity, in short fer battling
the watch with him like a Trojan! Your vain glorious
boasting has confirmed the report in the public mind ;
whether it be fact or no is best known to yourself.

It will be seen by your letter of the 18th Sept’r. 1823,
that you say, I should probably know the result of the
measures you would take to elicit a proper knowledge of
all the circamstances of a subject, the character of whick
filled you with ¢ amazement, disgust, and indignation,’
and for information on which you give me your * grateful
thanks.”

L have ta observe, that I never Leard amy result. Be iv
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clearly understood, that I say not this to induce any im-
proper belief concerning yeu. On the contrary, [ am still
ready to declare on my conscience, and my oath, that |
believe you would not be guilty of stealing'money. | re-
our to this by way of simply showing your slavish durance
in the toils of the Honorable George Herkimer Markland.
You PARED NoT INVESTIGATE! Whether yon burned
the Notes or no, I care not; and if all the notes of the
Bank had been stolen, your Bank Bill has rendered it a
matter of perfect inlifference to every one concerned, ex-
cept the disappointed thief.

Let me now direct the most particular, earnest, ‘close
and serious attention of the public, to twe quotations
from the manly, eloquent and electrifying speech of that
l{{»ri ht, and undaunted member of Assembly, JAMES

'ILBON OF PRINCE EDWARD: whese clear
light will in after ages, enable the Historian to record with
fidelity, the names of the infamous anthers of the pigmy
Bank-Bill-Bubble, that g6t all Kingston together by the
ears. Let bis kind friends who have expressed appre-
hensions lest he might suffer for his manly independence,
remain at ease. An overwhelming torrent of vengeance
shall pursue the base wretches who dare to infjire 4 Re-
presentative of our Province, for nobly expressing his vir-
tuous sentiments, on the floor of the House of Assembly.—
Let it be remembered, that persecution of the just, is but
the fuel of honest indignation!

%'T'he Bill brought in by thg learned member for Gren-
ville (Jonas Jones) which would have done justice to all
parties, was, by some strange, foul and hidden influence,
thrown out.”

Mr. Hagerman declares that the Bill received its de-
formed shapeé in the Legislative Council. '1'he influence,
tho’ it be's strange,’ ¢ foul’ and damnable, I8 NO LONG-
ER HIDDEN, the honotable George Herkimer Mark-
land, that JUST JUDGE, thatready and convenient ac.

uitter without trial or investigation of his bosem friend
g’resident Whitney hefore a committee of the Legislative
Council, STANDS CONFESSED enshrouded in all
the gloomy horrors of his ¢ strange,” ¢ foul’ and ¢ hidden'
perpetrations. Ol Marlkland! whilst thou art unpunish-
ed Lord Cocuffaxe has been infamously dealt 'with. -
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¢ He besecched the house to remove the Commission-
ers, and bring the business to a close, The poor peaple
in the country were ruined, mapy of them had their hard
earnings bought np at 50 or 60 per cent. below what tie
Bills cost them, and now, when the state of the funds was
only known to the Commigsioners, there were agents des-
patched to the Urited Stutgs, to purchase the Bulls of the
Bank.” !

Here is forced ppon the mind, another proof of the
fraudulent intention of the monster of deformity. Why
should the state of the fuuds be only koown (o the
Commissioners 7 Because of the careful absetinence of
the authors of the Bank Bill from providing for the Direg-
tors and Btockholders, a legal right of access to.the Books
of the Institwtion, a privilege which is the lawful right of
every bankrupt in every country, and yet these are uncea-
sing and silly hrawlers albout precedents.  Here was a
door opened for frand! and listen to one of the consequen-
ces announced to the world from the floor of the House of
Assembly!  This Mr. Hagerman wants full apd com-
plete explanation. :

The discretionary power given to the Commissioners
to appropriate the Stock of the Directors and Stockhold-
ers at their gracious pleasure,, your own Stock Leing hut
about twenty shares, while that,of others certainly no more
culpable than yourself, was from forty to ninety. shaves,
is a trait of liherality, generosity, and common houesty,
which ought to acquire for you from all considerate men,
unhounded applause. Ofthis I will ask from you no gx-
planation.

One passing word on the ludrcrous farce that has been
played off by the Comwissioners, whioh bas excited as
much amazement as merviment.  [f'is well knewn that as
soon ps they found the Bauk Bill sit upeasy on the sto-
machs of ¢the people of Kingston apd its vicwity,’ they
were loud and unceasipg in their exclamations of < It was
forced upon us’ ¢« we would give a hundred guineas to ot
rid of it"! (well would it have been for them had they giv-

en a thousand) ¢We are compelled to act by the law,”

‘1t was wrong lo take the business out of the hands of the

Directors,”! <1t is unfortunate the parliament ever med-

dled with it’! and sach Jike hypocritical cant.  Bat as soon
I.‘
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a8 the House of Assemhly expressed an unaiimous wisf
that the business should he actually taken out of their huds
and Ela(‘ed in the hands of Direclors to be chosen by the
Stockholders, i“this plan so obviously just to individuals,
and so well caleulated to give secarity to the Public was
unanimously approved of”’—sce York Observer 12th Jan.
1824) the ¢ strange, foul and hidden jofluence’ was again
at work. T'he Legislative Council could not accord with
the Lower House BECAUSE the Commissioners could
not cansent to their digmissal, (I wouder if the consent of
the Stockhuldezs was asked when they were appointed ?)
lest it should be a reflection upon them after the slanders
that had beeu heaped apon: them by anonymous writers.
Just as if the severe, but just eondemmration of their scan-
dalous, uncalled for, and lying report, and the nnanimous
expression of the desire of the House to expel them from
their offices, was not a tenfold more severe reflection upon
them, than ‘the slanders of anonymons writers! Surely
the €ommissioners must want common understanding, or
they must think this commanity destitute of it.

Pray. Sir, to whom should the public now look for sa-
tisfaction? s it to the unfortunate: Directors and Stock-
hiolders who have been cheated, cozened, and swindled at
noon day out of their means of paying their debts, or is it
to those who ¢ through the roguery of individuals’ procu-
red “the unjust provisions of an act of Parliament’ to des-
poil and plunder them under the eolour of law ? This is
a question for yon to dolve, and for the public to cogitate:
upon. The Public will hardly rest contented under the
solemn humbug of such slightly veiled hypocrisy. 1t
should look for satisfaction somewhere, and where, but to
these who have defrauded it by a base cajoling of the Le-
zislatore, into & measure fraught with iniquitous depravi-
ty, for the unholy fattening of two or three insatiate men
at the expense of a whole community? 'The offended
majesty o?j_ustice, the outraged and insulted honor of the

Province can never be appeased, till the House of Assem-
bly have at least voted, the tearing of Hagerman’s infa-
mous Bank Bill from the Statute Book, and ordered it to
be burnt by the hands of the common hangman. As you
have originated the Bank-bill-bubble in Parliament, so it
s the duty of the Parhiament, as in the case of the Sounth
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Sea Buabble, to afford satisfaction to the public, by the con
éiscation of the property of its wicked projectors.

I could enlarge, bat it is useless. 1 have brought you,
or rather you have brought yourself into a predicament,
and I now leave you on the ¢ horos of a dilemma”. 1
have threaded the intricacies of your labyrinth, and arriv-
ed beyond the puzzling point. A wonderouns concatena-
tion of circumstantial and positive evidence, principally de-
rived from yourself, has served for my ¢ cloud of witnes-
ses’ and till you come forward with a clear and manly ex-
planition, of what now appears ¢ dark, foul, and abomin-
able’ yeu must be content to forfeit what little esteem you
may have hitherto enjoyed. I will give you five years
for the consummation (to you) of so desirable an event;
at the end of which time without further preamble, as, by
the words of your own mouth you will have been condemn-
ed, so by them, shall your se‘ence be pronounced, in the
following prosing terms, extracted from your preliminary
observations, to your ¢ Examination of a Pamphlet ent:-
tled a statement of facts relating to the failure of the
Bank of Upper Canada,in Kingston.—By Benj. Whit-
ney, Esq. late President of the same.

Whatever other consequences may attend the circula-
tion of your speech recorded in the Observer of the st of
March 1824, “it will be generally allowed that it fur-
nishes one more proof of the truth of the remark, that we
have fallen upon times in which venality skulks no longer
in the dark, but snatches the bribe in public,—when ra-
pine preys on mankind without opposition, and perjury
betrays it without enquiry ;— when irreligion is not only
avowed but boasted, and the pestilence that used to walk
in darkuess, is destroying at moou day. Whether jt will
be giving a check to these enormities, to exhibit one of
their perpetrators in naked deformity to the world, is what ’
no man can promise ; but it will, I think, be some satis-
faction to the lovers of truth, to see one of its enemies,
exposed to the scorn and contempt of such as consider
virtue necessary to the attainment of happiness.

> * . » * * * *

“ Most men would discover that to comtinae in the same
strain, a contsoversy, (Whitney’s controversy with me)
which had brought its author into univeérsal contempt,




and which had catsed all honest men to shiun his society,

was but adding fresh induceménts to the virtuous of the

community, to keep aloof from him.—'I'his, however, you
seem to have overlooked, or disregarded, and the folly
manifested by your publication is, that you either do not

consider the privilege of associating with good men, as of
any consequence, or that your vanity lias so blunted yonr
discerning powers, that you have not discovered how uni-

versally you are condemned and shunned, on account of
the slanders you have heretofore promulgated. For your
audacity however, it is not easy to account—W hen theé as-
sassin raises his arm to destroy bis victim, it rarely hap-
pens that he executes his deadly purpose in open day, i

the midst of numerous witnesses of unquestionable inte-

grity, who are not only ready to secure him for punish-
ment, but capable of givingy the most unequivecal and in-

coptrovertible proof of his guilt: you however in your
fiendish zeal to destroy, have forgotten, or disregarded’
precaation, : in sending forth the deadly dart, you may
perliaps have imagined, that you would obtain a gratifica-
{ion, in inflictmg wounds on the peace of those, who by
their uprightness have rendered themselves odious to men
posséssing minds like yoor own, which would fally com-
pensate for the severest pmnishment that conld awair you :

but let me tell you that your satanic hope will be disap-

pointed : the barb has recoiled from the object at which

it has been hurled, and so long as you are krnown or re-

('pll'ect,ed in this society, it will be found sheathed and

rankling in your own bosom.” Ainsi sorr 1L !

That you may not however perish from gangrene, let
me allay the irritation of ity wound, with an emolient com-
posed of the oil o{' canty and gum-hypocrite, the recipe
for which was culled from the last page of that able work
ou ruysic, published by Docror Vinpex at Kingston,
July 29th, 1823.

¢ Adieu. bad as you are, the hand that has traced these
lines las often faultered, (did not T tell you, you had a
palsied hand¥Piy recording your depravity, and the heart
of the man (gnery, had he any 7).to whom that hand be-
longe. has often throbhed with anguish, in vecollecling
your black ingratitude, (ingrafitude indeed ! for you, like
Beorge Markland, vpheld Whitney through' thick and
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thin,) your hardened profligacy, your unprovoked slander.
I'he ¢ castigation I have found ¥ my duty to ioflict upon
you, may possibly have some gdod effect even with you.
[t may bring you to a sense of the enormity of your crime,
in endeavouring from mere wantonness of malice, to affix
suspicion on a man you know and helieve to be as guilt-
less of the crime you allege against him (the only crime
W hitney dlleged against you, was your criminating him
befure one kouse, and acquitting him before the other, of
which it appears evident enough you were guilty,) as is
the infant unborn. Go Sir! (inimitably fine !) I cannot
hope for a pulilic retractiony (hew could you when yeu
were guilty ¥) but let me recommend you in private at
least, to supplicate mercy and forgiveness from HIM (un-
utterably grand !) who is ready to listen to the language
of repentance, (like you think your ¢ honorable coustitu-
cnts’) and if it be any consolation to you to know it, re-
ceive the assurance, that in the breast of the person you
have most endeavoured to injure, there remains no spark
of reséntment, (magnanimous man !) nov desirve to do you
harm ; and in conclusion, let me recommend you to con-
sult THA'T' BOOK! (which the pious Hagerman con-
sults so often) from whence | trust you will henceforth
draw the precepts necessary to guide you in your pursuits
throngh life 5 yoa will find recorded, that he ounly shall
dwell in Heaven, that (like Hagerman) leadeth an uncor-
rupted life, and doth the thing which 1s right! and speak-
eth the trath from his heart.  He that (like Hagerman)
hath used no deceit in his tonzue, and bath not slandered
his neighbour,” never fouled his own nest, NOR BAM-
BOOZLED THE PUBLIC !

Oh Heaven ! If in my ethereal soul T must undergo
purgative torments, for fleshly aberrations from thy graven
laws, cast me into a pit, where scorpions, snakes, and ad-
ders abide, but rescne me, O ! rescue me from the whin-
ing cant of foul hypacrisy.

“ Your race is run, your game is up,”
Ynu'vc drain’d your self-destroying cup :
 So, since it please ye to withdraw,
Good by t'ye, Moungeer Nong tong 1w’
THOMAS DALTON.
Iingston, Upper Canada, Maich 17, 1821
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TO THE PUBLIC.

I had intended to give an appendix containing a varie-
of important docaments, but owing to the printer’s vexa-
tious disappointment, in not being able to procure the ne-
cessary supply of paper, 1 am most unfortunately banlked
in my intentions. As regards our immediate vicinity it is
not of so much consequence, as the newspapers are always
at hand to supply the deficiency ; but for the satisfaction
of persons at a distance it is to be regretted that those do-
caments should he omitied. They are as follows. The
report I wrote in anticipation of the Commissioners’, for
which Mr. Thomson the Printer was so childishly sum-
moned to York, on the motion I believe, of Mr. Nichol.
‘I'he Commissioners’ real report, which met with such de-
served reprubation in the House of Assemby, and my
commentary thereon, my petition to the House for redress
of the scandalous wrongs commitied againt me by the
Commissioners, and the speeches in the House of Assem-
bly on the second reading of thc Bank Bill amendment
act, the whole formigg such a mass of information upon
the intricacies of this nefarious job, as indelibly fixes
the guilt of the trnsaction upon the right men.

THOMAS DALTON.
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APPENDIX.

Extract from the Kree Press of July 17th 1823, in
which the Commissioners of the Bank Bill arc faithfully
poortrayed.

¢ One of the Commissioners of the bank-bill, the Hon.
Geo. H. Markland, during his agency for the Bank of
Canada, lent Lewis Day, the brickmaker, above alluded
to, £500—for three years, upon condition of receiving
from him one hurdred thousand bricks a year, thatis 300,
000 for the whole term. Kighty thousand towards the
first 100,000 were actually delivered when the affair leak-
edout. The Hon. Geo. H. Markland, ia great conster-
nafion that the thing had got wind, applied several times
to Lewis Day, with wheedling, coaxing, honied words,
in prder to ¢ ahstract” ffom him a certificate that he had ne-
ver taken usury from him. But Day was too honest a
man to be cajoled into certifying a falsehood, and indig-
nantly refused. The affair has, however, been comprom-
ised, and Day has had back his bricks. The aforesaid
lLionourable gentleman is the head of the hoard for unset-
tling the affairs of the late bank : uncle Kirby is its body,
and cousin Macaulay its tail. Such is the family com-
pacted junto appointed to strew fire-brands through the
rising, but now desofate, city ‘6f Kingston. The lowest
cash price of bricks is six dollars per thousand ; thus the
honourable gentleman was receiving £450, for the inter-
est of £300, for three years, and was hesides secured in
the paymenk of the principal by a sufficient mortgage.—
Whether the money lent was his own, or belonging to the
hank of Canada, is best known to himself :"no imputa-
tion, however, is meant to, or can, attach to that bank, as
they would nnquestionably be kept in ignorance of the
purpose to which the money was applied, sapposing it to
belong to them. Now I would ask, is this man fit to hold
any public situation of trust ? He will not date to deny
the fact. If'he does, I'now say to bim, convincam si ne--
gas.  Are he, and his uncles, and cousins, fit persons to
have the properties of more than an hundred people pla-
ced at their mércy ? This is enongh, for the present, a
hout the honourable brick merchant. I will enlarge at-n
future opportunity, for it is fit that the public should know
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how scurvy an honourable sits at the head of the scurvy
board of commissiencrs, under the scurvy bank bill, scur
vily ¢ abstracted’ from parliament, by a scuevy trick, for
the samvy purpoee of mak erv{ ¢ pprroprintions’ of
. M Qe

the bank funds among a scurvy pac ‘pepdapts and

favaurvites § from all which it woulld appear that the stack

holders and the public will be most scuryily used.
THORN.”

B

From the Kingston Chronicle of March 7, 1828.

We have been favoured by a gentleman with the fol-
lowiug sketch of observatipns by Mr, Hagerman explain-
iug the provisions of the Bill nelating g the Kipgston
Bank

ank.
Mr. Hagerman “iﬂ (hat the ¥msenten<10iry was high-
Jy honarable to the charaeter of the House, as it proYed
the readiness with which the representatives of the people,
wauld step forward to protect their constituents from inju-
ry and frand whenever there was a necesgity for their in-
terferences. In pro osing the adaption of the different
clauses of the Bill, Ee should avoid the use ef criminato-
ry abservations as they were improper and ynnecessary in
legislating, but in order to account for some o} Ms proyi-
sions he would merely state that it appeaved from the ad-
missions made by the President, Cashier, and Teller, be-
fore the select Committee (of which he was a member) that
the abstraction of the funds of the Bank could not have oc-
curped without the knowledge of one or all of them, it al-
so appeared to the Committee, that the public had been in-
duced to receive the bills issued by the agsociation, by the
confidence they reposed in the Officers of the Bank and
its Directors, persons, who they believed, would faithfully
discharge the trusts confided to them, this confidence was
further mcreased by the knowledge they had of the secu-
xity which had heen given by the individuals to whom was
mtrusted the safe keepivg of the money and effects of the
mstitution. At the time these securilies were given, the
public and the persons who executed them believed them
10 be legal, they were executed in, good faith.—Owe of the
clauses of the Bill went therefore to the making of these
secarities valid according to {he intention of the parties ;
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and as the Directors could not be discharged from the im-
putation of great negligence, it was further provided, that
any claims they might have for stock or debts should not
be paid uyntil all other demands against the institution
were satisfled. It was hoped that by this measure, all the
just demands against the rhnk wouald be fully satisfled,
and indeed he %nd no doubt butthat such woald be the
case, from the knowledge he had of its affairs.—The
Bill then provided that all the debts angd effects of the
Bank should be vested in Commissioners to be appoint-
ed by the Lieut. Governor.  He anticipated some objec-
tion to this mode, as same gentlemen wished that the Com-
missioners should be named in the Bill,—he would have
uo difficalty in acceding to this propesition, did he not fear
that it might embarrass the operation of the Law, as some
of the gentlemen named might perkaps decline acting, or
might ﬁe removed by death or other causes, if however
the House preferred naming the Commissioners, gentle-
men of unguestionable integrity and ability might be se-
lected in Kingston, whose np%)tnmthe wag sure would
be acceptable to all parties.—The oply thing desirable in
such a case would be that they sbould be persons wboliy
unconnected with the bank in every point of yiew. 'I'hese
.Commissioners when appointed would be vested with the
power of examining upon oath all persons connected with
the institution, and if found unwilling to make a fall duco—
very of every matter within their knowledFe relating there-
to, they might be committed or held to bail. They were a]
so to determine on all claime againgt the Bank,and te
certificates [bearing interest] to the holders of the blllu,
" shewing the amount they were entjtled tp receive. These
certificates were to be signed by a Clerk to be uppomted
by the Commissioners for this and other pur
There was also a clanse in the. hill pmhnbmng the es-
tablishment of similar institutions, and he conceived that
it was the duty of the House to ?lard against the recur-
rence of injaries to the public similar to the present.
Mr. Hagerman moved for the exgungmg of a part of the
preamble that recognized a British statute whnch he did

not consider precisely applicable to the present case, and
particularly as it was not in the least degree necessary as
a part of the measure.

QG




'The clause for vesting the appointment of Commission-
er in the Lieut. Governor was afterwards expunged, and
then with the concyrrence of all parties the names of the
Hon. G. H. Markland, John Kirby and John Macaulay,
Esqrs. were inserted,

ome other amendments were moved and carried, pro-
posed by Mr. Baldwin.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER,DATED .
¢ York, 18th March, 1823.

“ You are aware that the < Bank enquiry” was first
moved in the house of Assembly here, by Mr. Jonas
Jones, and that the subject was referred to a select com-
mittee for their report. When this was made, and the
bill brought in, the further consideration of the measure
was conducted by Mr. Hagerman, [Mr. Jones having
been compelled on account of some urgent business to ask
leave of absence for the remainder of the session,] and
carried on with the greatest moderation and unanimity.
The only clause which excited any debate, was that
which, in terms, rendered legal the bonds given by the
Cashier and Teller ; some objections were raised by
members, and Mr. Whitney was twice heard against its .
adoption. It however at length passed unanimously, the
members wha at first objected to it, having given up their
opposition. In the Legislative Council, the measure met
with more difficalty, and Mr. Whitney was allowed to
offer his objections to the clause above alluded to, and in
his remarks threw out some very strong insinuations
against several of the Directors, and in exculpation of him-
self.—Mr. Hagerman was heard in reply, and the next
day, the bill was adopted in committee withont striking
out the clause contended’ against by Mr. W. and in the
course of the debate his [Mr. W’s] remarks of the pre-
ceding day were very severely animadverted upon by
some of the hon. councillors. At the third reading how-
ever, a member who had not been in his place the day
before, hut who from the commencement had been oppo-
_ sed to the bill, objected to its passing, and the house was

found to be equally divided ; the bill would thus have

" beén finally lost had not some gentlemen agreed to relin-
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yuisn the clause which related specifically to the bonds
before alluded to. It was therefore struck out, and the
bill as amended was sent back to the Assembly. When
it was moved that the amendements should be concurred
in, they were considered so objectionable by several mem-
bers, (hat it is supposed they would have been rejected,
had not Mr. Hagerman expressed a hope that they would
be adopted, and gave as a particular reason for his wish-
ing it, that the bill contained a clause authorizing the-
Commissioners to investigate upon oath, in a judicial
manner, the conduct of all the parties interestedJ in the
institution, by which means those who had been wnjustly .
charged with fraudulent conduct would have it in their
power to prove their innocence, and fix the guilt-on the
persons to whom it ought to attach ; upon this Dr. Bald-
win and. others immediately said thatin ﬁ;‘eﬂncc tothewish
expressed by Mr. Hagerman they would withdraw their
opposition, which otherwise they would not do, as the a-
mendments were repugnant to their sense of justice. It
appears however that the parties have nhot escaped from
their liability to the bonds as was intended ; it seems
that there is a general clause in the bill, which in the
most positive manner legalizes them, and I can assure you
“that all here are not a little pleased at the discovery,

The bill was further amended by the Legislative Coun-
cil so as to render the Directors and officers liable for any
deficiency in the effects of the institution, to make
the debts due by it to others than Stockholders, the latter

of whom are in every other respect placed on the same
footing with the Directors.”

Copy of the letter referred to as having been sent to
C. A Hagerman,Esq. and twenty-two other
Members of Assembly.

Kingston, Nov’r. 20th, 1823.
" Respected Sir,
Being informed that Messrs. Atty. (General,
Jonas Jones, Morris and Nichel are appointed a Commit-
tee to report upon the Report of the Commissioners of the
late Bank ; as ope deeply interestcd in any report which
may be made by so highly respectable a Committee, I




52

unist be pétmitted to sxy, that Icannot éee. how by any

sibility the Committee of the House cam arrive at any
Just conclusiotis' from the Report of the Commissioners,
until that Repott, togethér with the evidence on which it
is groudded, have been submitted to the Dlitectors and
Stockholders, who might perhdps have it in their power
to put altogether a different face upon it, and énable the
Committes to report with exactness.

I therefore éntreat of you as the friend of jasfice, to
make such a representation to the House in this ecase, as
may avert flom many innocent individuals, the crael hard-
ship of being opprobriously stigmatised through the ips:
dixit of meh, who it is notorious in their own neighbour-
hoad, have exercised their power with a tyranny wnwor-
thy humsdity to practice, ot endare ; and with a disre-
gard to jastice which but to utter would make the very
stones to blush. It is not the Commissioners’ Report that
coald exeite the slightest apprehension in the breast of a-
ny man, but the Report of the Committée of the House,
whichi with the Public would be ¢onclusive, now and
hereafter.-—I have the honor to remain, respected Sir,
your most obeédient, humble servant,

‘ (Signed) ~ THOMAS DALTON.
To C. A. Hagerman, Edq. .

and 22 other members.

P. S.—It has cemé to my knowledge that the Com-
missioners yesterday refused to receive some evidence on
oath, because they conceived one of themselves reflected
on. The evidence relates to the failure of the Bank, and
is of an important character. T. D.

. 10 o’clock P. M. 30th Nov. 1823.

I have just had putinto my haunds a paper printed om
one side, purporting to be [so far as it goes] the Report
of the Commissioners ; on the other side are written the
heads of the rethainder of the Report. If the Report be
any thing like what I have received, [the paper was prin-
ted in York] I hesitate riot to declare it false, and at va-
riance with the evidence I kinow the Commissioners to
have received.
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The folowing letters addressed to Gentlemen at Mou-
treal on two important oconsions will show the state of
my feelings at those times. The firatis to James Stu-
art, Keq. the gentleman whom I consulted &mfenionally
when in Montreal on the subject of Mr. Whitney’s ta-
king the £8000 from the Bank of Canada, to whom I con-
sidered an explanation due to myself, after the edious ac-
quittal of Whitoey by the resolution of the Directors of
the 16(h Sept. 1822. 'The second is to Robert Armour,
Esq. Cashier of the Bank of Canada on the ooccasion of
sending him my first public letter to W hitney.

Kingston Brewery, Sept. 47th, 1822.
SIR, :
I am sure I need not apologize for troubling you with
this. KFor a man of feeling and honour to lie under the
stinging ‘reproach of egregious inconsistency is an imjus-
tice too painful for patient endurance. What must be
your -astenishment when yon péruse Mr. Whitney’s ac-
quittal in the public papers! must you not imagine that his
accusers are a pack of nefarious scoundrels? Yet Mr.
Whitney is not a whit better than he was represented to
you, but the same darkling plotter. ‘The idea I suggested
to you in Montreal concerning his purpose in ‘purloining
our notes from the Bank of Canada has been fully con-
firmed. He held them over our heads as a rod of terror,
ahd with a strong bmnd, wrested from onr Directors acqui-
escence to his villainous terms. Fears for the publicyfears
for the fate of the Bank, in which was involved the public
safety, bore irresistible sway in the minds of the Directors
at large, and afforded full scope for the gratification of the
private feelings of their orRAcLE, (remotely allied by in-
termarriages to Whitney) who dictated the filthy trash
which now pollutes the columns of our public prints.

It was not ventared bowever to submit it for the indivi-
dual signatares of the Directors, the conviction that such
an attempt would be hazardous was instantaneous. It
was therefore committed in borrid silence to the Vice Pre-
sident, who gave it to Whitney, who inserts it in the pa-
pers. By this and other ignominious concessions, the
stolen notes have been recovered from Mr. Whitney and
his volumtary resignation procured.




- Sach is the course that has been pursued to regain the
confidence of the Bank of Canada, and to ward from sore
distress an innocent and conﬁding public. If any thing

can palliate the conduct of our Directors, it is certainly
their baving in view the attainmenit of such legitimate and
Eniseworthy objects, but it is deeply to be lamenied, that
onorable ends cannot always beinduced by manly means.
If it be not too great an intrusion on your valuable time,
may I request the favor of your taking an early opportu-
nity to shew this letter to Messrs. Mcéenzie and Armour,
the President and Cashier of the Bank of Canada, whe I
would fain should be acquainted with the occult motives
for the actions of our Birectors. To show it to more
mightcause me to become embroiled with some with whom
I would rather live in peace, who though persons of strict
honor and prohity are widely at variance with me in opi-

nion on many-points. I have the honor to remain
Sir, ,

Your Obed. Humble Serv’t.

(Signed) THOMAS DALTON.

James Staart, Ksq. Montreal.

Kingston Brewery, April 21st, 1823.
To Robert Armeur, i)sq.
Respected Sir.

1 took the liberty of sending to you by the
last mail-one of our pubic prints (the Herald,) countaining
my letter to our former President (Mr. W hitney) in reply
to his statement to the Legislative Council. 1 trust it has
had the effect of convincing your Directors, and yourself,
that our Institution fell a victim solely to the unprecedent-
ed villainy of that man ; and that you have therein found
a {horough vindication of the honour of our late Directors
as a body, several of whom 1 know to be men of sound
probity. There were however some weak and inefficient
characters among them, who in times of difficulty are even
wore dangerous than sinister iaflexibility.

Regrets are vain, but if your purpose of visiting Kings-
ton at the critical juncture had not been defeated by that
scandalous adverstisement, our Bank would at this mo-
ment have enjoyed a reputation for solidity, equal to the
best hopes of its directors, and the better fur the expulsion
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of Whitney who was always regarded with a suspicious

eye.
My publication has made a deep impression here, and
I trust it will be as lasting as deep. It can afford howe-
ver but a sorry counsolation to the injured public ; about
the same as would be felt by one in the agonies of death,
who at his last gasp miﬁht recognize the hand that inflict-
ed his mortal stab. The chief consolation that cau be de-
rived from it, is to some individuals whose characters are
rescued from the foul imputations that were cast upon
them, and the load of iniquity placed upon the shoulders
that were formed to bear it.

The premature and unmerited fate of ‘our institation
has enkindled an unquenchable flame in Kingston, which
in its devastating course will consume some:self-conceived
incombustible reputations, aod bring ruin -upon boasted
impregnable fortunes. The mutability ofthuman affairs
is about to be strikingly illustrated. We ‘are now invol-
ved in the odious trammels of an inquisitorial juato, spe-
cifically erecled to fatten upon our spoils, but they have
to contend with men of ungemmnding, whaare nothing a-
fraid to expose the perfidiousness of overweaning cupidi-
ty. Itis probable that for some months to come, you
would find the Herald sufficiently interesting to induce
{ou to become a subscriber to it, indeed it is the only pub-

ication here, that at any time expresses any thing like
genuine independence of feeling.  You have had a speci-
men of the impartiality of the Chronicle in its conduct to-
wards me in the case of the Bank.

I beg you will assure Mr. McKenzie, your worthy
President, and your Directors at large, of the gratefal

sense I shall ever entertain of the readiness they manifes-

ted to prop our tottering fabric. ~An irresistible flood of
untaward circumstances alone destroyed the efficacy of
their kind intentions.

Iremain with great respect, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

[Signed] THOMAS DALTON.
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Speech of James Wilson, Esq. of Prince Edward, in
the House of Assembly on the second reading of the Bank
Bill amendment act, as reported in the ¥ork Observer of
March 1st, 1824.

#Mr. James Wilson most cordially agreed with every
.word that had fallen from the hon. member for Kingston,
and although he differed in opinion with that hon. geatle-
man on many subjects of a limhlic nature, he should have his
hearty support on this. Hebelicved that no man acquain-
ted with the testimony given by the officers of the Bank
last Session, could read the report of the commissioners,
without promouncing it to be an unjust and imiquitous
docament, a document which wentto screen the guilty and
injure the characters of the honest and honorable. The
more he thought of the report, the more his indignation
was raised against the dark and foul insinuations therein
contained. The President, Cashier, and Teller publish-
ed to the Couniry ¢ that the fraud must have been com-
mitted by one of themselves, and that no ether person
could have been concerned in it,”” this wzs their tegtimony
before the committee of this house —it was honorable and

raisworthy in the officers to give such evidence, because
it protected the innocent from suspicion. But now the
commissioners came forward with a statement, and tell us,
that we are not to believe the oaths of the officers, that the
fraud might have been committed after the resignation eof
the President.— W hat could have been the object of such
a statement? nothing in his opinion, butthat of endeavour-
ing to screenindividuals from a participation in guilt atthe
sacrifice of the characters of men of the first respectability.
¥f the fraud had not been committed till after the resigna-
tion of the President, (which the officers themselves denied
upon oath,) it must have been committed after the directors
had taken charge of the funds.—He believed the house
wasnot acquainted with the Directors ; he [Mr. W] was,
and he could say, that they were men of strict hopour, hon-
esty and integrity.—men in whose hands he could entrust
his life, or Gold to any amount untold—men who would
sooner see the whole of their property destroyed before
their eyes, than publish such a dark insinuating statement
'.15“0“ any individual as thatput forth against themselves.

he hon. member for Norfoltk. who was always ready to
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advocate the cause of his friends uttered something about
the correct and highly respectable and Lonorable conduct
of the Commissioners ; he [ Mr. W.] did not blame bim
for his attachment to his friends ; but he would ask that
hon. gentleman, where was thisconduct to be fouad ? Does
their nonsepsical report display correctness? Do their at-
tempts to wipe off acknowledged guilt, and cast an odium
upon the innocent, establish their honor? Does their dark
and foul insinuation against the Directors, confirm their
respectability 7 No, no more than it could fix crimes upon
the Directors, or wipe off the edium which the evidence of
the officers fixed on themselves.

“ The Commissioners ask for further powers, he [ Mr.
W.7] would sweep all power out of their hands, he was
sorry that they had any power, 'T'hey also complain of
the slanders of anonymous writers, whilst they themselves
are the authors of the most gross and unjustifiable insinua-
tions against the Directors—acting under the.authority of
an act of Parliament, they assumed powers which it did
not authorize ; and he hoped their proceedings under that
act, would be reprobated by every member in this house,
in the same manner as it was reprobated by every honest
individual in the country. 'Tbe officers of the Bgnk were
honorable men when compared with others. 'lshey may
be charged with having abstracted the funds of the Bank—
they may be charged with having abused the confidence of
the Directors, but they could not be charged with the hei-
nous crime of attempting to affix the guilt on the innocent.

¢ Much had been spoken against the Directors for their
negligence ; but what, he woild ask, otcasioned that neg-
ligence ? ‘T'he bond given by Patrick Smyth and the Pres-
ident was the sole causc of their negligence, If that bond
had not been given, they would have been more circum-
spect, and the fraud would not have been committed.—
And how this house could have consented to release these
gentlemen from the security entered into, was astonishin%
when it was upon the faith of that security, that the Ban
went into operation. To release these gentlemen from
their bonds, would be establishing a new and a dangerous
precedent, it would be encouraging persons to establish
Baoks and enter into security for officers, who might de-
fraud the institutions because they would not be liable to

H




" before the publication of that document ; and if not before
fts publication, surely, a comparison would be ridiculous
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the penalties entered into. In fact it would be placing a
powerin the hands of designiag men to strip a whole.
country of its property, without being accountable for their
misdeeds.

«He [Mr. W.] was teld shortly after the failure of the
Bank, by one of the bondsmen, that he would be released
from his bond : he did not believe him ; he thonght it im-

sjble; but it appeared he was wrong in his opinion ; for
the bill brought in by the learned member for Grenville,
which would have done justice to all parties, was, hy some
strange, foul, and hidden influence, thrown out.

i ge beseeched the house to remove the commissioners
and bring the business to a elose. The people in
the country were rumed, many of them had their hard
earnings bought up at 50 or 60 per cent below what - the
bills cost them, and now, when the state of the fands was
only known to the commissioners, there were agents des-
patched to the United States, to purchase the bills of the
bank, which must operate to the injury of persons like
himself, who accepted eertificates.

« It was downright nonsense to tell the house, that it
would hurt the feelings of the commissioners to remove
them from their situation, and that it might cast a veflec-
tion on their characters—he thought the heuse ought to
consult the feelings of a suffering community before the
consulted the feelings of commissioners whe dinappointes
their expectations, and he could assure the house if they
did wot, that it would be a reflection upon, themselves. To
talk about the fine feelings of the commissioners, and to
say that it would be wrongto remove them, was a strange
kind of doctrine. It was language that he did not relish ;
it was what he would call a ?:eder to senseless vauity,
which ought to be extinguished, instead of fanmed, in this
infant colony. Were the cemmissioners men of more
honor, more honesty, or more respectability than the honor-
ahle member for K‘;ngston, and the rest of the suffering
Directors of the Bank, whose feelings had been wounded
IH' the dark insinuations in the report now before them ?

e (Mr. W.) was sure they were not; he hoped no
member of the house would say, that they were, even
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after its appearance.— Why hesitate, then, to place the
power in the hands of the Directors, who must feel more
anxious to bring the business to a close than amy other
individual § They suffered in their feelings by the Re-
port—they suffered in their property by the officers—their
honor and honesty, and not the act of Parliament, secured
their property to the creditors of the institution—eve
thing went to satisfy the house that they were the persons
most likely to close the affairs of the bank—were not only
interested for themselves, but they were interested for the
public, and he did hope that the commissioners would be
removed, and the power vested where it ought te have
been—in the Directors.”




