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Circular No. 4S
April. 1918

MANITOBA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

BACKYARD
POULTRY KEEPING

M. C. HERNER, B.S.A.,

Professor of Poultry Husbandry,
Manitoba Agricultural College,

Winnipeg, Man.

Copies of this Circular on .'ppUcation to Publications Branch, Manitoba Department
of Agriculture, Winnipeg, Man., or Manitoba Agricultural

Cclleg'-, Winnipeg

IHHtllllHIIIIIIHIilllinillll

LEADING POINTS
1. Many city and town dwellers could advantageously keep

poultry in their back yards.

2. Overcrowding should be carefully avoided. It is a common
mistake in backyard poultry keeping.

3. The general purpose or egg breeds are best for this purpose.
Suitable breeds are named herein.

4. A satisfactory style of backyard poultry house is illustrated
and described herein. A biU of material for its erection
is also presented.

5. Economy and wisdom in the choice of feed must be based
upon local circumstances, and will demand study on
the part of the owner.

6. The beginner may commence by securing broody hens
with which to hatch chicks, by buying baby chicks, or
by obtaining laying hens.

IHItllllllllltlfllHill

By Authority ot Hon. \ . Winkler, Minister of Agriculture and Immigration



BACKYARD POULTRY KEEPING

Tho wide-spread interest in backyard poultry keeping has made
necessary the distribution of information on i)oultry houses suitable

for the l)aekyard, and iiistruction as to feeding,' and the ^'eneral

care and manav;ement of the bai'kyard Hock.

A Word of Caution

At this time, when so many hou^e-hohlers arc contemi)hitinj,'

keejnn}^ a few hens in tlieir ba(k\ards, a wonl or two of caution

wtiuhl not be amiss.

The project of keei)in^ chickens in the backyard is all rif^ht in

so far as the si)irit of enterprise is concerned, but the tendency
right alon;^ has been for the househ<>lder, when going in for poultry,

to keep too many for the amount of backyard space available.

Overcrowding is sure to result in unsanitary conditions, unless the

house is cleaned out regularly and the yard (lug up quite frequently.

The success of backyard jKmltry keeping depends almost entirely

on the amount of time jmt in on the general care and management
of the flock. A few hens properly looked after will supply the

family with eggs the year round, whereas the keei)ing of too many
will simply result in unsanitary conditions, dissatisfaction t(j the

owner, and annoyance to the neighbors.

How Many Hens Should Be Kept

We do not encourage backyard {)oultry keeping on a large scale,

even though the space is available. The number to keep will depend
on the si.'^e of the family to be supplied with eggs, the amount ^'

kitchen waste or garbage available, and the amount of feed '

owner wishes to buy. At present prices of feed it is doubtful whet .

it pays to keep more hens than arc required to supply the far >•

needs; this statement, of course, is not intended to apply to far

but to places where the feed must be purchased. In deciding o.i

the size of the flock, two hens should be allowed for each member
of the family. While the flock may not keep the table in fresh eggs

the year round, still they should lay enough in Spring and Snmmer
that a supply of eggs can be put down in preservative to tide over
the period of low production in the Winter, besides laying sufficient

for Summer use. The records of the backyard poultry keepers

would, however, show that most of them are able to get a fairly

high egg yield even in the Winter time. For those who are able to

do this, it may be profitable to keep a larger flock and supply fresh

eggs to families who cannot keep hens.

Breeds

There are two points to consider in selecting a breed suitable

for the backyard. It should be a breed that will stand confinement

well, and one that will be economical. The heavier or meat breeds
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I)lait'il wlicri; tluv iiiosl loiivcnifiu for llif altcndiint. 'I'lic

(l<M)r lan \>v put in rillu't end of ll-" linnsf. Tlic ruii\va\' tan ,tls(i

be put whorcvcr desired. If a warmer liDiise is wanted, ilie \vhi)le

interior can f)e lined, instead of only tlie north wall and i)arl of

tlie ends of the honse. A floor <an also Vte i)nt in if desireil, and
the liouse lan he i)ut on :{-ini h \ (i-incl

and of nioro use to tenants.

1 runners, so as to 1 )e m( )\ahlc

BILL OF MATERIAL
FOR BACK YARD POULTRY HOUSE ILLUSTRATED HEREIN

N.i. of Size Length Quantity in

Hoard l-eil['irrcs 1 )csi riptiun inches Feet

2 For Sills 2x4 fi i*

2 Tor Sills 2x4 •S If"?

2 I'or I'lat.s 2x4 S 10^
'1

I'raniinj; for Dropping Moanls 2x4 11) 13 i

T I'or ko<«i ; ^\:\ s ()

(i For Sttnls. (.lit in two 1x4 12 48
(> ^nr Studs, cut in tW'. 2x4 14 M
"

For HaftiTs 2x4 7 4
1 FraminK for Window

s

2x4 It II

.i Stops for Windows tx:t 10 7,
1 ( >utsid«' Casings for Windows 1x4 10 3?
2 Comer Boanls 1x4 14 H
2
1

CorrM Boards 1x4
1x4

12

12

8
4Outs;de Casings for Dtxtis

1 Outside Casings for IJoors 1x4 10 3i
1 For Fascia Board Ixfi 10 5
1 For Frieze Board 1x4 8 2^
1

I

•>

For Frieze Board, CialOcs Ixl
1x4
IxIS

14
8
10

-3For Soffit Boarrl

For Cotton and Wire Screens .

o For Cut ton Screen lx:{ 12 <i

I Frame for Uoor 1x0 7

235 J

MISCELLANEOUS
L'IKI Feet Boai.l Measure l"x4" Drop Si,lin«. 1 I'air S" T. HiiiKcs for l)<Kir
17.") Feet Ho.-trd Meiisure l"xK" Ship^ip. 1 'ihumh Latch for floor.
:;4 Feet Boa rl Measure l"x4" T.G. Flooriiii;. ;i Pairs 4" Strap HitiKes li r Screens ;in'l

l."i() Superlki.il Feet of Heavy Tar I'apT. Small D'lor.
li.'. Supertieial Feet of Ruheroid RiKifing. :t Ifooks ami Kves an I (> Buttnns f'T Scri'eas.
4 Square Yards of Heavy Duck Clotli !i 7 Lineal Feet f'x]'' Quarter Inund.

Screens. J Ll>s. 4" Nails. H Iha. 2\" Nails. J lb. 2"
J S<iuare Yards of Poultry N'ettinK ' i Floorinu Nails, i lb. 2" F inishinR Nails.

Screens. \2 Superficial Feet Poultry N(*ttinK, 2" mesh
J Sashes 4 liKhts in"..l.>" size :;' (l"xL" 4". — } lb. Staples.
1 Donr Size L" V'xTV s".

J Doz. :)" Screws No. 14.

R . MITCHKM.

Tlie interior ecjuiinnenl should he of a simple nature. ()1<1

hoxes can easily he rcmcxlelled into nests, feed and shell hopjjers,

and a water stand.

The Yard

The yard or pen is a matter for the owner to decide for himself.

In so far as is possihle, it woidd 'le hetter to have two small pens or



y.'irik riillni' iliaii nur latv.c otii 'riiis will pcniiil ni ;;r<i\vin^ )^rcrii

I'lffl (Itiriiiv; tlu' Simitmr. Tiif tlock can tlicii he put into one yanl
wliilc j^rain is -own in ftu' other. A soon as tt'is is up a few inelics,

they ean he put hack a>,'ain aii'I il.c other ya* t sowti the same way.
I'or fenein).'. it is l>est to ^et a n).'uiar poultry ii'uro instead of the
wire potiliiv nelliuj.; A tiv«-foot feii. c shoujil he iii^'h enou^jh to

ke«'p llie llo. k under control. If necessar'
. the priniarv f«-athers of

one winji can he cut ol'f, so that the hiril ..iiuioi fly o\ > th fence.
Clipping olT three or four inclN-- i-, usually sufticu'iil even in Ke^,dlo^ns.

Feeding

In feeding; the hacksard llo( k the aim should he to us<' all the
kitehen waste that is adajitahlc I are should he exerci'-ed in feeding;

waste fat or other v;reasy sulistances Sut h food shoidd he mixed
with a bran masli and fed in small (juantitics onlv. Ft'cclin),' soft

mashes and ;dso hop{)er feeding: dry mashes will mean a saving; of

hard ^rain. Ahout one-quarter io one-third of the feed Kiven may
he mash hoth in the wet and dry state, and in some instances
feeding; these up to one-half the ration will he all rij^-ht Wet or
soft mashes, if not fed too shippy, will stimiOate v^^:^ production.
For a dry mash there is nothing; that can ecitial ( rnslK-d oais with
a little j^ranulated charcoal added.

The kind of ^'rain to feed will de]iend on the jirice and the
I'ood demands. The coarser grains atid j;raiiis lackir.K milliiiK (lualities

should Vie fell. The am<.unt to feed c.-in he judj^ed oii' hv exjjerience.
The hens sliould have t(> scratch f(,r all hard in. Plenty of
straw should he kept on tlu; floor and the ^'rain hrown into it.

Lawn clippings will make excellent ^vevn food. These can also be
dried and stored for winter use. Grit and oyster shell should be ii. a
hopper before the hci^ ; all the time.

Getting a Start

There arc three wa\s in whicl) a start can he made in l)ackyard
poultry keepinjj. The first and most po])vdar is to j.;et c;'i;s for
hatching and ' 'tin^ hen; the second is to buy baby chicks, and
the third is ti y laying hens. \o matt'T which of the ^hrec is

followed, the beginner should start with pure bred stock, if at all

possible. The superiority of pure bred stock over mongrels or scrubs
is so pronounced that even the beginner will realize the difference.
Size, ty])e and color are more uniform in ptire bred stock than in
mongrel The}' tale less feed and will lay more uniform eggs.

The first way of starting \\ill mt-an an outlay of two to thri'C

dollars for a S' 'ting of eggs, and about the same amount for a
broody hen. ^ ith good luck there may be ten to thirteen chicks
hatched, in which case the baliy chirks cost about 20 cents each.
This way of starting nuiv he the cli 'ajiest of the three, depending,
of course, on the price of the eggs and how they hatch.

In starting with baby chicks, it is necessary to ha\'e some small
equipment to brood and rear them jiroperly. A home-made hover
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are har.lly ailapte-.l for this lint' of poultrv kwpiti^; Tin- K'vnrral
purpose or tho t-n^- hri'i.ls arr tlic h.m Of iJus,. '^^.. ,,,

^.^^.^ hnvi\
such as Uu' Lfv;h..rn, prohal.ly has an advaiHaK.' ovor tht> heavier
breeds, such .--.s Roeks. Wvan.lnit.s, Kh.ul, Islaii.l K.ds or OrpiiiKtor ^.

spriKliily. am! where t^j^s are the
.

more ei-onomiial. So far as hi^;
I'KH yields an roiu-erned, ih.re is more i. strain than in hreed.
Ihe .)reed for the he^;mner to choose is the one thai suits his fancy,

successlul, a poultr> keeper must like ihr inwl he is looklnu

The former are more -utive ami
only ( ..tisiderntion ihiv will he

To l.e

after.

The Backyard Poultry House

lliere IS an endless variety ol" hackvar.l poultrv house- .. e\i-
tence iiow. No tw.. ailtry k- -pcrs can a>,Tee in all p. on the
((uestion of poultiv liouse construction. Size,' tyiie ' -iterior
arranKcments arc ihe points on wliich thev difT-r. HacK ,, condi-
tions are so widely different that there niav he this difierence of

TUa photofnpb thowi tiu outside appu/anre of the backyard
pottltrr houae, of which the woTUna plana uid bills of material are
grescated on paaea 4. 1 and • of this circniar. Conault the draw,
bifa to aee howTt la built

opinion. The principle of construction, however, should he imicticdlv
the same.

The plan of the house herewith submitted has imopporated in it
what we consider the essential points in a backvard jjoultrv hou.se
There is plenty of room for a flock of a dozen hens It' is well
lighted and well ventilated. The interior arrangement of the roost
and dropping board, nests, hoppers and drinking fountain are such
that the hens are comfortable, and the attendant lan look after
them with comfort as well. A gable roof, instead of the shantv
roof, would make a better h jse, but the cost would be higher
The height of the house, both in the front and rear, i)ermits of
using a false straw loft to improve the ventilation.

The plan as given permits of alteration to meei indi^-idual
requirements. The nests, hoppers and d; mg tains can be

3
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can be made out of an ordinary soap box. An electric lij,'ht can be

dropped down into the box, or a hot water jug or lamp can be

used to furnish the heat. Care should be taken not to over-crowd,

over-heat, or chill the chicks. The cost of starting in this way
may be a little higher than in buying the eggs, but, as a rule, it is

cheapest in the end, even though the price of the baby chicks be

as high as thirty cents each.

By starting with laying hens an immediate supply of eggs can

be obtained. The cost of starting in this way is greater than in

either of the other two ways, but the owner is one year ahead.

Laying iiens can usually be bought cheaper some time toward the

end of the breeding season. Many poultry breeders will sell ofT

hens at this time at almost half jirice, and in many cases a good

start can be made with a I)ackyard flock by taking advantage of

this fact.

Quite a numl)er of Ijackyard poultry keepers prefer to keep hens

only in the Summer, and to sell them again l)efore Winter. This

enables them to get a good supply of eggs to preserve for Winter

use, and also obtaiTi plenty of table eggs for the Summer. By
following this ])lan, the expense of building a house and maintaining

a flock throughout the year is done away with. Where good stock

can be j^rocund at a reasonable price, this plan of backyard poultry

keeping will be quite satisfactory.

Feeding the Chicks

r -i i

Little chicks require a variety of food, but nature has furnished

them with enough for the first thirty-six hours after they are hatched,

so until then nothing should be fed. After this they should be given

bread crumbs soaked in milk and pressed out. Feed this three times

a dav. Also feed some chick feed two or three times a day, alternating

with the bread crumbs. The chick feed can be purchased from any
seed firm, and consists of the ordinary farm grains cracked fine. Fine

wheat screenings alone, or cracked corn added will take the place of

chick feed. The bread crumbs should be fed on small boards, and
the chick feed should be thrown on the floor in a little chaiT, cut straw\

or dry lawn cli])]nngs. In this way the little fellows will begin scratching

C9rlv in life. Five feeds a day should be fed at regular intervals, feeding

as late at night, an again as early in the morning as possible, to

shorten the time between the last night and the first morning feeding.

The bread crumbs can be left out of the ration after the first week or

ten days. A small quantity of table scraps and a little bran can be

mixed and fed as a soft mash once a day. Be careful to avoid feeding

it wet or sloppy. The chick food should be changed gradually to

feed wheat and cracked corn, if available. They should also get a

dry mash made of equal parts of bran, shorts and fine oat chop or corn

chop. Put this in a small dish the day the chickens are put out, so

they can eat all they want at any time. Add fine charcoal to it. This

will help to keep them in good, healthy, growing condition. Feed

green feed liberally. Give plenty of clean water to drink, or milk if

it is available.

Closely watch for lice. At the start dust the hen and chicks with

a good lice powder. Keep everything clean.
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