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* Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peter. On this Rock T will busld
.ay Church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail aganst 1t.—The Lord Messiah.
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COMMUNICATION FRCM IRELAND.

Tur following interesting communication from Brother Hunzer,
:jvill be read with eagerness, we doubt not, by all our readers who
“Were favored with his acquaintance. It is expected that Lie will continue
dowrite for the Clhristian.

THE CHRISTIAN.

Broruer Eaton,
- On returning from a health-seeking ramble amoung thé mountains of
Tyrone, I found a foreign package in the Post Office, bearing, most
legibly, my present address. On opening it, what was my astonish-
ment and delight to find it containing nothiug less than ten numbers of
your periodical, * The Christian.” Returning to my lodgings, I gave
them a hasty perusal, and fell into a pleasant state of mind, which gave
bisth to the following reflections, whose destiny X herewith commit to
Jyour good will and pleasure.
“ The Christian! Whoishe? and in what does he differ from others?
‘1 asked the world ; and it replied, * he is either knave or fool: fool, if
“believing in the reality of another world, he forfeits the pleasures of
this; and knave, if not believing, he seeks to envy what he pretends
40 abandon.”
" *Tasked the varied hosts of Sectarian religionists, who boasted of a
superadded appellation besides the holy patronymic of their lmgh pro-
fession ; and they answered, © he is one devoted :o his God in ifancy
by the authority of the sages of our Israel ; taught to regard himself a
ehosen one by virtue of such dedication ; whose virtue consists of a
Purkish adherence to the traditions of lis fathers; and whose boeast
in life and death is, that he never suffered an honest difference of opi-
nion to pass undenounced, nor ever pled for a posiive command of hea-
rven but as a non-essential !
I turned me to the unerring page, and of the * Book of books” in-
‘quired, Who is the Christian? and inwhat does ke differ from others ?
-aid methought I heard it say, * he is a hapless son of a ruined race—
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ruined in forture, fame, and hope—who felt his being interwoven with
the beauties and the glories of creation, but doomed to see them perish
in his glancg ;—who, tempted by the smile of hope, pursued: her steps
and found the pathway of despair; and: who felt the desira:of life as
strong as the upheavings.of volcanio fire; yet conscious of the:seeds of
death pervading all his frame : one who, thus cut off from every source
of hope, or trust, or consolation, turned him in the wilderness of life,
and saw a host of Prophets, Apostles,. and holy men, pointing him to
one who held the keys of Death and Hades in his hand, and telling
him to believe his word, follow his footsteps, and stand forth, redeemed
and saved—* A Christian!’” Having believed the word and obeyéd
the mandates of this potent leader, he becomes his in form and fact;
he is actuated by his principles, guided by His wishes, and participates
in his name, his fate, and his fortune. Hence the Christian differs
from all others in many respects.

1. The Christian differs from all others in his RELATIONSHIP.

The boast of relationship to the great and illustrious has ever been
a ruling passiop of the world, T'o be descended from, or related to
kings, princes, or even patented nobility, has been considered as con-
ferring honor and dignity ; but how infinitely superior are the claims
of the Christian to these distinetions. By nsture only equal to the rest
of the descendants of Adam, by his alliance to Fesus Christ he is raised
to a new relation ; which makes him infinitely the superior of the most
renowned among men.  He is of the family of earth not only, but of
Heaven. H&has the God of Heaven for his father, the Lord Messich
for his elder brother, and the choicest spirits-of the earth for his frater-
nity. Amid the kings and princes of the land he may, therefore, raise
his head, though clothed with rags, and cover them with. shame, by
declaring his Iineage and relationship.

Q. The Christian differs from all others in his NAME.

It frequently happens that persons and things not only distinaet hut
opposite are confounded, and mistakes created, on account of simila-
rity of names. But the great and distinet patronymic of the Christian
preserves him from all confusion, and draws a line of demarcation
deep and broad between bim and all the fraternity of the world.

I pause not now to inquire when, or by what authority, the distinctive
appellation was given.  Enough that the name Christian is as appro-
priate as it is characteristic, and as characteristic as itis noble. Te
the objection that we have no direct evidence that it was imposed by
divine authority, it may be rephed, and, I thmk, conclusively; thatit
would not have been courteous so to-impose it. No man asks for the
Jamily name of the son when he knows the father. Besides, whatever
is founded in nature, or onthe nature of things, is just as much imposed by
diwine authority as though Gabriel, or the Eternal Spirit, kad decla-
red it in so many words. Butall the followers of Christ being divinely
related to him as their bead and husband, it, follows that they are.bis
people by divine relationship, and, of course, Christians by divine au-
thority. For whoever establishes a divine relationship between Christ
and his people, necessarily establishes an imphed name expressive of
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that relationship, and which is as necessarily divine as the relationship
out of which it.rose. But all will grant that the most natural and com-
prehensive name for the followers of Christ is Christian. Nay, I wilk
go farther, and affirm that no other appellation can possibly supply its
place as a patronymic or family name. Tell me not of * Friend ;**
for that is 2 name expressive of equality, and fraternal relationship can~
not by possibility be a family name at all: nor of  Disciple,” for the
same reason. Nor will even the explanatory defence—** supply the el-
lipses”—mend the matter. Who ever heard of an elliptical family
name?” The bare statement of it is a sufficient refutation. No, no,
Christ shed his blood for his people; he purchased them at the ex-
penae of his life ; and why should they not wear his name. Underthe
sacred, but, to the world, odious name, Christians, the early champi-
ons of the cross fought, and bled, and conquered; and why should
we think lightly of it? It is at once the most natural, appropriate, and
comprebensive—the most endeared and endearing name that any man
or class of men ever bore. Xt scparates the wearer at once from the
world and all its clubs, classes, and associations; and unites him to.
heaven and all its inhabitants. Tt is the talisman of truth, the guaran-
tee of honor, and the patent of all true nobility.

3. The Christian differs from alf others in his PRINCIPLES.

As differ his relationship and name from the world, so differs his.
principles. 1t is not enough for him that a rule of action has been
consecrated by time or sanctioned by numbers, unless it be right in it~
self.  The opinion of the world he regards as the dust of the balarce
against the decision of his God. 'What he commands he would obey
though all else opposed ; and though the world with unanimeus voice
pronounced it right, unless revelation sanctioned, he would still dissent.
Invain Aristotle might write and Plato reason, in vain Demosthenes
plead or Tully persuade; with the words of €hrist dweliing richly in
his heart, and the consciousness that his eye was upon him, he would
be obedient to his God, just to his neighbour, and would dare to bec an
konest man. How different all this from the principles of the men of
the world need not be stated. The difference is manifest without be-
ing stated. . :

4. The Christian differs from all others in his eHARACTER.

As the love of self and the fear of the world constitute the great
principles of action of the world ; and the Jove of God, and the fear of
doing wrong, constitute the great principles of action of the Christian
so we may easily imagine the characters founded on these opposite
principles would be diverse. The Christian knows that the all-seeing
yeis upon him, that he may do no wrong ; that he is washed from
4is old sins ; clothed with salvation as with & garment ; and that it is
expected of him that he shall maintain a character worthy of the august
family iuto which he has entered, and of the renowned companions
with which he is surrounded. He is assisted in this noble exertion too,
by the most powerful allies. Al heaven is on hisside. The transcen~
dent iotives of fame, honor, and even life itself spur him on to the for-
mation of & character which shall differ from, and in differing, shalk
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excel every other, whether drawn from fancy or from life.  Time and
space alike forbid acontrast in minutia ; but 1 only affirm whatis already
familiar to every student of the New Testament, when I assert, that
the annals of the world if culled of all their excellencies could not, if
combined, furnish a character comparnble to that of the Christian, as
sketched by the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.

5. The Christian differs from all others in his nore.

Some hope that they may be rich in this world’s goods ; some that
they inay be successful in their ambitious projects; and other some
that their name may live on sculptured column, learned page, or lofty
song : but none dare hope for more. This life’s horizon spans their
whole estate. The hope of the Christian, however, is not so. While
De certainly puts a proper estimate upon the affairs of this life; his
chief object of hope lies beyond the reach of chilhng blasts and chang-
ing seasons. He hopes, when time’s last sand is run, to hear the voice
of him whom all nature must obey, call him to his home on high, to
see the death, and to attend the funeral of nature ; to see the judge of
all the earth, gnd from his hand receive the diadem of unfading glory
and of everlasting life ; and, in a word, to participate in all the privile.
ges and felicities of that glorious home of the righteous, which has ex-
hausted the treasures and glories of earth faintly to picture.

6. The Christian differs from all others in his DESTINY.

The destiny of the Christian is but the fulfilment of his hope. But
how glorious and ccusummate is that when compared with the destiny
of others.  The happiest destiny which transgressors can expect, or
look for, is utter destruction—to be as though they had not been. Be-
hold them, amid all the wealth, and pomp, and fame, and ambition and
bustle, suddenly cut down without hope and without home, or inheri-
tance in the land thatis cternal. No matter whatthey may have been, as
far as eternity is concerned, their names come forth blanks among its
ennobling, euriching, and ever endearing prizes. On the other side,
the Christian, whatever may have been his bumble circumstances, or op-
pressed condition here, will find himself vindicated and rewarded ef
fectually and forever. ¥or God himself has said that they shall mourn
no more forever; nor shall they bear the load of contumely beyond the
grave, for he has sworn that ¢ he will take away the rebuke of his peo-
ple from off all the earth.” Happy subjects ! Glorious destiny !

Such, then, is the relationship, the name, the principles, the charac-
ter, the hope, and the destiny, of the Christian ; and the avowed object
of the periodical which occasioned these reflections, is to mould such
characters to Christ by the Gospel. May it be abundantly successful
And may the death and destiny of the Christian be the fate of the con-
ductor and his correspondents. W. H.

1 am recruiting fast since my return to old Ireland—I am now in
better health than I have been in for years, although I am not here quite
a month. T had a very disagreeable passage from Mew York to Liver-
pool, but a glorious one to Derry. “On my way from Liverpool to Der-
ry 1 passed within gun-shot of the Isle of Man, Rathlin, Scotland, the
Giant’s Causeway, and the Reeks of Magillunddy, the highest mour-
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tain in Ireland. I have heard some of our Irish divines. 'The matter
waos calmly sectarian ; and the manner generally good. We have real-
ly some, nay, many very superior speakers. In a few days, or rather
to-morrow, 1 start for Dublin.  'When, or from what point you shall
next bear from me, is thercfore uncertain. Next letter I may have more.

time to go into details. My remembrance to 2ll.
WILLIAM HUNTER.

——r) G Ry

BAPTISM.—THE ACTION. No. V.

“ BarTISED tn Water, in the Holy Spirit, and in fire,” are expres-
sions, to the ear of those who apply the water to the candidate instead
of the candidate to the water ; and to those unacquainted with the word
of God, rather ancommon. But that these words plainly and literally
convey the meaning of the Saviour, and are the obvious rendering of
the original, no person, whether critically or-only partially acquainted
with the Greek language, will dispute. The Greek preposition en ex-
acly corresponds with the English and Latin preposition, in, and no
doubt but the latter are derivations of the former. Every argument
that can be adduced to show that en sometimes means witk, by, to, at,
&e. can with equal propriety be produced to show that in has the same
signification in English.

We say in the mountain, in the garden, ir the ship. What would be
said of the man who would interpret our language to mean Ze or at the
mountain, garden, and ship, because sometimes it had that meaning!
Would we not answer—we take words in their plain, obvious, literal
meaning, when the context will bear us out 7—that we never go for a
second nor a fenth meaning of a word, when the first will possibly
make sense.

Those who would raise doubis in the mind on the meaning of bap-
tism say to us that it is not certain that the Saviour, the Eunuch, or
any other person was immersed; and why—because the prepositions
enand eis sometimes have other meanings than in and into ; and should
it happen that of ninety nine cases in a hundred, these words should
have a literal meaniag, yet, if the hundredth should mean at or {0, it
would be impossible to prove immersion in water, fire, or the Holy
Spirit ! Such, in substance, is the reasoning of Paido-Baptists.

For the benefit of those wholly unacquainted with the Greek lan-

- guage we would just observe, that many Greek words, particularly the
prepositions, have appended to them in all Lexicons, several definitions.
There is, however, a primary meaning, and ‘all the other definitions
are nearly related to this. An honest translator will always teke the
first meaning, if, with the connexion it will express the sentiment in
the original. He never departs from this rule when he can succeed in
giving the sense of the original. How, then, does this rule bear onthe
present discussion? Entirely in our favor; for it is agserted without
fear of successful contradiction, that en and ¢js in the onginal, as often
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express all that we attach to in and info, as these words do in the Eng.
lish language !

An ingenious Lawyer would make out a case against the primary
meaning of our own English in, &c. as well as those who advocate
sprinkling, prove that ¢z may sometimes mean at, o, &e. Letusy
a case. A, is accused with stealing a horse in the City of St. Johy,
The individual on whom the owner of the horse depends for p.oof,
about to leave the country, appears before a Magistrate and gives in
his deposition, that he saw A. steal the horse in the City of Saint Joln,
The case is then a clear one ; but A’s connsel, in defence, says,  Gen.
tlemen of the Jury, you have heard that this deposition testifies that
my client stole a horse in this city. The opposite counsel has asserted
that the case is extremely plam; but it will be necessary for hmm 1o
make it appear-—1st, That my client was actually within this village
at the time the alleged theft was committed ; and—2d, He must prore
that taking anether’s property means stealing. But Ishall not dwell here
—for unless it can be made to appear by the deposition that my clent
was really within the city at the time that the offence charged in thein-
dictment was committed, the opposite counsel will fail in the mostim-
portant count in the indictment. He has, then, to make it appear that
my client wase in St. John. Allthe evidence there is of this fact is con-
tained in one littte word, made up of two small letters, viz. i-n; and
that word used in various senses! Now, Gentlemen, itis a fact that
in sometimes signifies within ; butit is a fact equally clear that it often
means something else. 'We sometimes speak of one man as being i
the company of another. In this case we only mean he was with ano-
ther man~—in this case & means only with. If we say a manisina -
war, we mean he is ¢t war. Then it signifies af ; and ¢¢ means byth
side of.  So the deposition that says in St. Johu, may mean only by
the side of St. John! That cannot surely mean within St. John which
is out ofit! Again we say a man is iz liquor; when in fact we mean
that liquor is iz Aim. Now, a man cannot be iz that which is i him-
self; but he must be outside of that which is in him. ‘Therefore,
sometimes means outside. Consequently I have as much authonty from
the deposition before the court to say thatmy client was outside of St. John
as the opposite counsel has that he was with#® the City. But that you
may not rest on a few examples, I will produce others. I have exam-
ples in abundance. 'We often say that a man is in anger, in love, in
pain, &c. Now it is upparent to every person, that we mean that an-
ger, love, and pain, arein the man. It is an axiom, too, that no man
can be in that which is in him! Tt is also an axiom that that withm
which any thing is, is out of that whichisin it: therefore, in signifies
out of. 1 have now shown, and that too from the deposition before
you, that my client was not within, but really out of Saint John at the
time the alleged offence was committed ; and therefore claim, as we
have a right to do, a verdict of Nor Guinry ! !!”

Reader, what would you think of such a quibble? Would you not
think jt a bad cause that called for such miserable sophistry to sustain
it? Well, to this do all the querists about the prepositions used in con
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struction with baptism descend, in order to sustain the sprinkling
“mode” of baptism! Instead of taking the plain, obvious meaning
bapte, baptizo, en, eis, &c. a figurative meaning is sought for, and:
this becomes the standard ; and al the plain portions of the oracles of
God are made to bend to an imaginary, or at best, a figurative mean-
ing of the word.  On the other hand, those very men, when untram-
meled with « system, tell us that, in erder to obtain certain and cor-
rect views of the word of God, we must find the meaning of words.
when they are used plainly and obviously, and thus take that which is
certain to explain that which is in any way obscure, No plainer cases
can be found than the observances of the Jews under law, where a.
man’s life was suspended on the exact performance of certain acts;
and there no person can question but that dapto always meant to dip.,
The use of the word baptize 1s equally plain in the case of Naaman
the Syrian : “ then went he down and dipped [ebaptisato] himself in
Jordan.”  But even with this plain case, some of our (reputed) great
men say that his * body does not seem to be leprous all over!” and
“we need not suppose him to have gone all over into the water,” &c.,
I care not whether his leprosy covered one tenth of his body : the book
says he dipped kimself in Jordan. Now, if himself'means his head,
hands, or feet, then perhaps this was all that he dipped; but so long.
a< himself means his whole person—so long is it certain that Naaman
was completely submerged in Jordan.

But why dwell on so plain a subject! If the language used in con-
nexion with baptism does not favor the idea of immersion, then, indeed,
it never can be proved thatr any man ever did, or ever will, either enter.
heaven, hades, or hell !

What would be said of the man who should assert that Daniel was
not cast info the Lion’s den, but near to it; that the three Hebrew
children were only cast to, or near to, or unto the fiery furnace—but
notinto it.  That Jonah was only cast ¢o the sea, and that he was
acar the great fish but not in it—that the swine were not drowned in
the sea, but near to it—that the Saviour never was in Jerusalem, but
by, near to, or at the city—that Jesus was not laid ir the tomb, but only
near by, &c.—~that he came not out of it but only from its side—that
no person ever will go into heaven or heli but merely to those places.
What would be said to such sophists  Your answer to such men, read-
ery is ours to all quibblers about the prepositions used in connexion with
baptism. John literally baptized not (mefa nor pros,) with, but (en) in
water ; and just so certain the Lord Jesus baptized in the Holy Spirit,
for the house was filled where the disciples were assembled, and Jeru-
salem, or rather its inhabitants whe would not obey the Gospel, were
lterally immersed in flames, and perished. 'We go for a plain uni-
form translation, and therefore we say baptized not witk water, but in
water, in Spirit, and ¢n fire. Show a good reason from the word of
God to the contrary who can ! Epi7oR.
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REMARKS ON ROMANS SEVENTH AND EIGHTH CHAPs,
( Continued from page 71.)

T'ue sentiments which some contend are contained in these portions
of God's word are dangerous from several considerations. A * profes.
sor of religion,” reads a few verses, and, according to the erroneous
manner of interpreting the word of God verse by verse, as thoughy
were a book of maxims, concludes that Paul was writing a sketch of
Lis christian experience. He naturally concludes that it would be pre.
sumptuous for him to aspire higher than the Apostle Paul in Christian
attainments. *That is my experience exactly—Paul was sold under
sin,and so am I. He carried about a body of sin, praying, who shall
deliver me from this body of sin and death, and thatis just my state of
mind.” e will go ao farther. Xf Paul is saved he thiuks he will b,
and there he remains.

Now, if it should be (which to our mind is an indisputable fac)
that Paul was writing about an awakened, unpardoned sinner, will not
that person thus living and dying, stund before God unpordoned?
Awful consideration ! The importance, then, of the subject is our apo-.
logy for taking up so much space in the Christian for its discussion.

Read, ponder, and examine closely the following sensible remarks
from the pen of Da. CLARKE:

1. The strong expessions in this clause have led many to conclude,
that the apostle hunself in his regencrated state, is indisputably the per.
sonintended. That all that is said o this chapter, of the carnal man,
sold under sin, did apply to Saul of Tarsus, no man can doubt: that
what is here said can ever be, with popriety, applied to Paul the apos-
tle, who can believe? Of the former all is natural ; of the latter, sall here
said would be monstrous, and absurd, if not blasphemous.

#2. Butit is supposed that the words must be understood as implying
a regenerate man, because the apostle says, ver. 22, I delight in the lav
of G'od ; and in this verse, I mysclf, with the mind, serve the law of God.
These things, say the objector, caunnot be spoken of a wicked Jew, but
of a regenerate mau, such as the apostle then was. But when we find
that the former verse speaks of a man whois brought into captivityto
the law of sin and death ; surley there is no part of the regenerate state
of the apostle to which the words can possibly apply. Had he been
captivity to the law of sin and death, after his conversion to Christiamty,
what did he gain by that conversion? Nothing for his personal holines:.
He had found no salvation under an inefficient law ; and he was leftn
thraldom under an equally inefficient Gospel. The very genius of
Christianity demonstrates that nothing like this can, with any propriety,
be spoken of a genuine Christian

8. But, it is further supposed, that these things cannot be spoken ofa
proud or wicked Jew ; yet we learn the contrary from the infallible tes-
timony of the word of God. Of this people, in their fallen and iniqu-
tous state, God says by his prophet, They sgEx me paILY, and DELIGHT
to know my way as a nation that did RIGHTEOUSNESS, and FORSOOK nol
the ORDINANCES of their God: they ask me of the ordinance of suSTICE,

»
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and TARE DELIGUT in approaching to God. )sa. lviii. 2. Can any thing
be stronger than this? And yet, at that time, they were mast dreadfully
carnal,and sold under sin, as the rest of that chapter proves. Itis amost
notorious fact, that how little soever the life of a Jew was conformed to
the law of his God, he netwithstanding profussed the highest esteem for
it, and gloried in it; and the apostle says nothing stronger of them ia this
chapter, than their conduct and profession verify to the present day.
They are still delighting in the low of God, afier the inward man; with
their mind, serving the law of God; asking for the ordinances of justice,
seeking God daily, and taking delight in approacking to God; they
even glory, and greatly ezult and glory in the Divine original and exsel-
Incy of their taw ; and all this while they are most abominably carnal,
sold under sin, and brought into the most degrading captivity to the law
of sin and death. 1If then all that the apostle states of the person in
question be true of the Jews, throughthe whole period of their history,
even to the present time ;—if they do,1n all their professions and their
veligious services, which they zealously maintain, confess, and consci-
entiously too, that the law is koly, and the commandment holy, just
and good ; and yet, with their fesk serve the law of sin; the same cer-
tainly may be said with equal propriety of a Jewisk penitent, deeply
convinced of his lost estate, and the total insufficiency of his legal ob-

_ servances to deliver him from his body of sin and death. And, conse-
quently, all this may be said of Paul the Jew, while going ebout to
establish his own righteousness, bis own plan of justification; he had
not as yet submitted to the righteousness of God, the divine plan of re-
demption by Jesus Chrst.

4. It mnst be allowed that, whatever was the cxperience of so emi-
tent a man, Christian, and apostle, as 8t. Paul, it mustbe a very pro-
per standard of Christianity. And if we are to take what is here
said, as his experience as a Christian, it would be presumption in us to
expect to go higher; for, he certainly had pushed the principles of his
rehgion to their utmost consequences. But his whole Iife, and the ac-
count which he immediately gives of himself in the succeeding chapter,
prove, that he, as a Christian, and an apostle, had a widely different
ezperience ; an experience which amply justifies that superiority, which
he attributes to the Christian religion over the Jewisk; and demon-
strates that it not only is well calculated to perfect all preceding dis-
pensations ; but that it affords salvation to the uttermost, to all those
who flee for refuge to the hope that it sets before them. Besides, there
is nothing spoken here of the state of a conscientious Jew, or of St.
Paul in his Jewish state ; that is not true of every genuine penitent;
even before, and, it may be, long before he has believed in Christ, to
the saving of his soul. The assertion, that ¢ every Christian, howso-
ever advanced in the divine life, will, and must feel all this inward
confhict,” &ec. is as untruc as it is dangerous. That many, cal-
led Christians, and probably sincere, do feel all this, may be readily
granted ; and such we must consider to be in the same state with Saul
of Tarsus, previously to his conversion: but that they must continue
thus, 1s no where intimated in the Gospel of Christ.  We must take

11
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head how we make our experience, which is the result of our unbeligf
and unfaithulness, the standard for the people of God: and lower
down Christiauity to oUR most reprehensible and dwarfish state : a
the same time, we should not be discouraged at what we thus feel, but
apply to God, through Christ, as Paul did ; and then we shall soon be
able, with him, to declare, to the eternal glory of Glod's grace, that the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, has made us free from the law
of sin and death. 'This is the inheritance of God's children; and ther
salvation is of me, saith the Lord.

“ Reader, do not plead for Baal; try, fully try, the efficiency of the
blood of the covenant ; and be not content with less salvation than Gud
has provided for thece. Thou art not straitened in God, be not
straitened in thy own bowels.”

True, Doctor—very true.  'Would to the Lord that Calvinists and
Armimans would come to the Lord Jesus Christ as did the Apostle,
and then they would learn that the Christian character is exhibited t
us n the former part of the eighth chapter, and not in the seventh,
Of the Christian we learn, that he is not under condemnation—* that
the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has niade him free from the
law of sin and death.” How itis pogsible for an honest man, in the
enjoyment of his reason, to read these two chapters, and for a moment
remain in doubt whether in the former he has the Christian’s or the
awakened sinner’s character under discussion, is to us astonishing!
How natural and rational, toe, for him first to give a description of ¢
character of & Jew seeking salvation by the Law of Moses, and then
give us the christian character in contrast.

Let all who have such an * experience” as the character named in
the latter part of the chapter under consideration, take the good advice
of Dr. Clarke—his own brethren in particular, viz. * Apply to God
through Christ as he (Paul) did.” And how was that? He cried—
¢ Lord, what wilt thou have me todo 1" The Lord instructed hun to
“ go to Damascus, and there it should be told him whatto do.” If Paul
was speaking of the workings of his own mind in the seventh chapter
of Romans, it must be during the time that he saw bothing, neither
did cat or drink.  But let us not forget the important question before
us. Ananias, by the direction of the Lord, finds Saul praying, * Lo,
what wilt thou have me to do1”  ‘The first thing he told him to do,
seeing he was peritent, was, *“ And now why tarriest thou, arise aud
be baptized and wash away thy sins, calling on the naine of the Lord.”
Thus he « applied to God through Christ,” and we hear nothing of bis
doubts and fears subsequently. He knew in whom he trusted. None
enjoy this confidence who do not follow the same path. All who trust
in themselves, or the word of man, can expect nothing but doubts and
fears; while those who put their trust in Jehovah, by obeying bi
word, are like Mouut Zion, which can never be removed. Sioce writing
the above, I have glanced at a lecture by Mr. C. G. Finney, (a Presby-
terian minister of the new school,) on the same subject, who concludes
a very good discourse in the following plain language :

* You see, from this subject, the true posivion of many church men
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bers, They are all the while struggling under the law. They approve
of the law, both in its precept and penalty, they feel condemned, and
desire relief. But still they are unhappy.. They have no spirit of
prayer, no connunion with God, no evidence of adoption. They only
refer to the 7th chapter of Romans as their evidence. Such an one
“will say, ¢ thatis my experience exactly.”” Let me tell you, thatif
thi> is ALL your experience, you are yet in the gall of bitterness and
the bonds of iniquity—you feel that you are in the bonds of
guilt, and you are overcome by iniquity, and surely yon know
that it is bitter as gall. Now, do not cheat your soul by suppo-
posing that, with such an experience as this, you can go and sit down
by the side of the apostle Paul. You are yet carnal, sold under sin,
and unless you embrace the Gospel, you will be damned.”—EpITOR..
[

ADDRESS TO MOTHERS.

CHAPTER 1II.—MATERNAL AuTHORITY— Continued.

Urox the subject of obedience there are a few other suggestions of
inportance to be made. :

First, then, there is a very great diversity in the natural dispositions
of children.  Some are very tender in their feclings, and easily governed
by allection.  Others are naturally independent and self-willed.  Some-
tmes a child gets its passions exeited, and its will determined, and it
cannot be subdued but by a very great cffort.  Almost every faithful
mother is acquainted with such contests, and she knows that they often
form & crisis in the character of the child. If the child then obtains the
vietory, it s almost impossible for the mother afterwards to regain her
autherity. The chuld feels he is the victor, and the mother the van-
quished ; and it is with very great difficulty that he will be compelled to
renounce his independence. 1% on the other hand, the mother conquers,
and the child is subdued, he feels that the question is settled, and he has
but little disposition to resume hostilities with one who has proved her-
selfsuperior. 1 have known many such contests, severe and protracted,
which were exceedingly painful to a parent’s feelings. But when once
entered upon, they must be continued till the child issubdued. It 1snot
safe, on any account, for the parent to give up,and retire vanquished.

The following instance of such a contest occurred a few years since.
A zentluman sitting by his fire-side one evering, with is famuly around
him, took the spelling book, and called upon one of hus little sons to come
and read.  John was about four years old. He knew all the letters of
the alphabet perfeetly, but happencd at that moment to be in rather a
sillen humour, and was not at all disposed to graufy lus father.  Very
reluetantly he came as he was bid, but when his father poimnted to the first
Ietter of the alphubet, and said * What letter 1s that, John 2 he could
grtno answer.  John looked upon the book, sulky and silent.

“ My son,” said the father, pleasantly, ** you know the letter A"

T cannot say A,” said john.

o« You must,” said the father, in a serious and decided tope.  ** What
letter is that 27
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John refused to answer. The contest was now fairly commenced.
John was wilful, and determined that he would not read. His father
knew that it would be ruinous to his son to allow him to conquer. He
felt that he must, at all hazards, subdue him. He took him into another
room, and punished him. He then returned, and again showed John the
letter. But John still refused to name it. The father again xetired vith
hisson, and punished him more severely. But it was unavailing. The
stubborn child still refused to name the letter, and when 1old that it was
A, declared that he could not say A. Again the father inflicted pumsh.
ment as severely as he dared to do it, and still the child, with his whole
frame inagitation, refused to yield. The father was suffering from most
intense solicitude. He regretted exceedingly that he had been drawn
into the contest. Ile had already punished his child with a severity
which he feared to exceed. And yet the wilful sufferer stood before hin
sobbing and trembling, but apparently as unyielding as a rock. I have
often heard that parent mention the acutencss of his feelings at that mo.
ment. His heart was bleeding at the pain which he had been compelled
to inflict ¥pon his son. He knew that the question wasnow to be settled,
who should be master. And after his son had withstood so long and so
much, he greatly feared the result. The mother sat by, suffering, of
course, most acutely, but perfectly satisfied that it was their duty to su-
due the child, and that in such a trying hour 2 mother’s feelings must
not interfere. With a heayy heart, the father again took the hand of his
son, to lead him out of the room for further punishment, But to his m-
conceivable joy, the child shrunk from enduring any more suffering,and
cried, « Father, I'll tell theletter.”” The father, with feelings not easly
conceived, took the book, and pointed to the letter,

“ A,” said John, distinctly and fully.

 And what is that 2”” said the father, pointing to the next letter.

“B,” said John.

* And what is that 7”

“ C,” he continued.

« And what is that ?** pointing again to the first letter.

« A said the now humbled child.

« Now carry the book to your mother, and tell her what the letter 15"

« What letter is that, my son ?” said the mother.

“A,” said John. He was evidently perfectly subdued. The rest of
the children were sitting by, and they saw the contest, and they st
where was the victory ; and John learnt & Jesson which he never forgot;
he learned never again to wage such an unequal warfare; he learned
that it was the safest and happiest course for him to obey.

But perhaps some one says it was cruel to punish the child so severely.
Cruel! Itwas mercy and fove. Itwould indeed have been cruel had
the father in that hour been unfai*hful and shrunk from his pamnful duty.
The passions he was then, with so mnuch self-sacrifice, suiving to subdue,
if left unchecked, would, in all probability, have been a curse to ther

ossessor, and have made him a curse to his friends. It is far from

improbable, that had he then conquered, all future efiorts to subdue him
would have been in vain, and that he would have broken away from al
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restraint.  Cruelty! O may our children be preserved from the tender
mercies of those who so regard such real and self-denying kindness.

1t is always best, if possible, to avoid such collisions. Many children
are taught implicit obedience, without ever entering into such a contest
with their parents. And it is certainly preferable to govern a child by
the mild procedure of ordinary discipline, than to enter into such a for.
midable conflict, where great severity is often required. Wisdom therefore
teaches us to guard against giving a child an opportunity of summoning
alt its energies to disobey. ‘Those are peculiar occasions, and peculiar
moods of mind, which generally elicit this strength of rebellious feeling.
Alittle foresight will often enable us, withoutany surrender of authority,
tealm the rising feeling, instead of exciting itto its utmost strength.
We may sometimes by judicious management check the rebellion in its
iist appearance, before it has gained sufficient strength to call all our
power into exercise to put it down.

As an illustration, let us suppose that James and Mary are playing to-
sether in the evening, and James gets vexed and strikes his sister. He
has done this without any provocation, and ought to be punished, and ask
lus sister’s forgiveness.  But the mother has perceived that during the
whole day James has manifested a very unpleasant disposition. e has
teen irrtable and unyielding, She sces that he is now excited and
angry. Every parent knows that such variations of feeling are not un-
common.  One day a child is pleasant and affectionate ; the next, every
thing seems to go wrong; little things vex, and the whole disposition
seems to be soured. The mother perceives that her son is in this frame
ofmind; he has done wrong, and ought to ask his sister’s forgiveness;
butshe knows that in this excited and unamiable frame of mind he will
be strongly tempted to resist her authority. Unreasonably vexed as he
i, 1t would be one of the hardest acts of submission for him to ask the
formveness of his sister.  If the mother tell him to do so, the temptation
wrefuse is so strong, that in all probability he will decline obeying. She
must then punish him.  And here comes the contest, which must be con-
tnued, if it is commenced, till the child submits. Now, how is this con-
test to be avoided ? By overlooking the fault? Most certainly not. She
nses, takes James by the hand, and says, ¢ My son. you have been doing
very wrong 3 you are ill-humoured, and must not stay with us any jonger,
lwillcarry you to bed.” She accordingly leads him to his chamber.

Just before leaving him for the night, she tells him in a kind but sor-
rowful tone, how much she is displeased, and how much God must be dis-
pleased with his conduct. As usual, she hears him say his prayers, or
kneels by the bed side, and prays that God will forgive him. She then
leaves him to his own reflections and to sleep.

He is thus punished for his fault : and as he lies in his bed, and hears
hisbrothers and sisters happy below stairs, he feels how much better and
wiser1tis to be a good boy. In the morning he awakes.  Night has given
repose to hus excited feelings.  He thinks how unhappy his yesterday’s
msconduct made him, and resolves to be more upon his guard for the
fuure.  All his rebellious feelings are quelled by the soothing influence
of sleep ; his passions are not aroused ; the mother ¢an now operate upon
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his mind without any fear of having a contest with a determined ang
stubborn will.

When the children come down in the morning, she calls James and
Mary before her. Taking the hand of each, she mildly says, ¢ My son,
youmade us all unhappy last night by striking your little sister; I'hope
you are sorry for what you did.” * Yes, mother, I am,” says James;
being led easily now to the feclings of penitence and submission, to which,
during the moments of irritation and excitement, he could not, at leag
without great difficulty, have been driven. Thus, by judicious manage.
ment, the desired object is attained, and perfectly attained, while the con.
test is avoided. The fault is not overlooked, and James is humbled. Bu
had the mother, regardless of the child’s peculiar state of feeling, com.
manded him immediately to ask forgiveness of his sister, it would, m all
probability have led to a scene acutely painful to both mother and son;
and the final effect of the discipline would perhaps have been less bene.
ficial upon the mind of the child. But cases will sometimes occur when
it is not possible thus to waive the strife; when such an emergency rises,
it is the duty of the parent boldly and resolutely to meet it: if from false
feeling you then shrink, you are unfaithful to the sacred trust which
God has committed to your care. Is it kindpess for a mother to let he
child die, rather than to compel it to take the bitter prescription whichs
to restore it to health and strength?> And is it kindness to let those pas.
sions conquer, which, unsubdued, will be, for time and for etermty, a
scourge to their possessor? If there be any cruelty in the world which s
truly terrific, it is the cruelty of a falsely indulgent and unfaithful parent.
Let it be particularly understood, however, that all we here inculcate i
firmness in the discharge of parental duty, in those cases where such col-
lisions between parents and children are unavoidable ; they can, however,
in most cases, be avoided. 1f, for instance, a child disobeys you, you ca
simply punish it for the act of disobedience, and there let the difficulty
end ; it is not necessary that you should always require that the thingat
first commanded should be done. You direct a litile girl to give a book
to her sister, she refuses, and you may take two distinct courses to main-
tain your violated authority ; you may go and take the book yourself, and
give it to the sister, and then inflict such a punishment upon the disobe-
dient one as the offence deserves; or, you may insist upon obedience,
and tr enforce it, enter upon a contest which may be long and panful;
now whichever of these plans you adopt, be firm and decided in the exe-
cution of it.

In the above remarks allusion has been made to the variations of feeling

to which children are subject; no one who has had any thing to do with -

education can have failed to observe this ; almost every individual is con- |

scio'1s of seasons when he seems to be afflicted with a kind of morbid sen-
sitiveness ; our spirits often rise and fall with bodily health ; and he hes
gained a great victory over his body, and a great triumph of mind, who
can invariably preserve the same calm and cheerful spirit, undisturbed by
harassing cares or the irritations of a discased frame. The nervous sys-
tems of some individuals i3 so delicately constructed, that an east wind of

a damp day will completely unhinge the mind. When we see some of
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the wisest and Lest of men oppressed with thesc infirmities, we must
learn forbearance and sympathy with children. Atsuchtimes a judicious
mother, knowing that the irritability i .. much a bodily as a mental in-
firmity, will do all in her power to calm and to soothe : she will avoid
every thing calculated to jar the feelings, and will endeavour, by suitable
amusements or repose, to lull these feelings asleep. By this method she
will save the ehild mnch unhappiness, and will promote an amiable and
sweet disposition.  Probably many children have had their feelings pex-
manently soured, by utter disregard of these variations of mind: the
disposition of a child 1s of too delicate a texture to be handled with a
rough and careless grasp; its affectionate and gentle feelings should be
dlictted by maternal sympathy and love, and we should endeavour to as-
suage its occasional irratability, by calling away the mind from objects of
upleasant excitement, and alluring it to cheering contemplations.

It is clear that there is a striking dfference in the natural disposi-
tons of children, but nothing can be more evident, than that a good
disposition may be soured by mismanagement, and that a child of na-
wrally unamiable feelings may, by judicious culture, become mild and
affechonate. The cultivation of the disposition is an important part of
education, hence the necessity of studying the moods and the feelings
of the child, and of varying the disciple to meet these changes: cases
will undoubtedly arise when the parent will find it difficult to judge
vhat is duty ; such cases will, however, be unfrequent. The obvious
general policy is, when a child is in this excited state, to remove him
as much as possible from the power of temptation, and if he commits a
fault which it is necessary to notice, let the punishment be of such a
Lind as is calculated to soothe him. For instance, give him a comfor-
table seat by the fire, and say that he must not leave the chair for half
an hour ; place in lus hand some pleasing book, or some plaything,
which will amuse him. In this way let the punishment be adapted to
the peculiarity of the moral disorder.

This is not the mockery of punishment which it may seem, the child
feels it to be real, and it is of a nature to operate beneficially. Some
fanlts, however, he may commit, which, under the circurastances of
the case, it may be expedient to notice ; he may speak peevishly to his
sister, the mother does not appear to notice it, she, however, sees the
mportance of immediately allaying this peevish spirit, and she endea-
vars to plan some amusement which will promote good humour; per-
haps she lays down her work, and joins the children in their amuse-
ments, till, through her happy influence, cheerfulness and good humour
are restored,  * Here, Henry,” perhaps she says, * I should like to
have you take your slate, and sit down in your chuir, and see if you
can draw some animal so correctly that I can tell whatitis. And
Maria, you may take your slate and chair, and sit by his side, and do
the sawe.” The children are quite animated with their new play ;
they are soon busily at work, and whispering together, that their mo-
ther may not hear what animals they are drawing; by this simple ar-
tifice the little cloud of irritated feeling which was rising is entirely
dispelled. Had the mother, on the other haud, punished the child for
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the incidental peevishness of remark, the mind would not have been so
speedily or so pleasantly brought into its desired state. Or had the
mother taken no notice of the occurrence, the disposition of the child
would have been injured by the allowed increase of the 1l humour,
and in all probability, a quarrel might soon have ensued. Constant
watchfulness on the part of the mother will soon enable her to foresee
many dangers, and prevent many difficulties.

Never punish when the child has not intentionally done wrong,
Childten are often very unjustly punished; things which are really
wrong are overlooked, and again punishment is mflicted on account
of some accident when the child is entirely innocent; such acourseof
procedure not only destroys in the mind of the child the distinenon
between accident and crime, but is in itself absolutely iniquitous.
The parent has all the power, and she may be the most relentless ty.
rant, and the child can have no redress; there is no oppression more
cruel than that ofter thus exercised by passionate parents over ther
children. 1t is not unfrequently the case that a mother who does not
intend to be guilty of injustice, neglects to make a proper distinction
between faults and accidzents; a child is playing about the room, and
accidentally tears its clothes, or breaks a window with a ball ; the mo-
ther, vexed with the trouble it will cause her, hastily punishes the poor
child. A child may be careless, and so criminally careless as to deserve
punishment ; in that case it ought not to be pumshed for the accident,
but for the carelessness, which is a fault.  This injustice is far more
cxtensively practised than is generally imagined.  "The most common
cause of unjust punishment is confounding the accidental consequen-
ces of an act, with the ceal guilt which a child incurred whale perforn-
ing that act. We are all too much inclined to estimate gult by con-
sequences. A child who has been permitted to clunb upon the chair,
and take things from the table, accidentally pushes off some valuable
article. The mother severely punishes the child. Now, where dud
this child do wrong? You never taught him that he must not chmb
upon the table. Of course, in that there was no disobedience, and he
was not conscious of doing any thing improper. If merely a book had
fallen, probably no notice would have been taken of it ; but the simple
fact that one thing fell instead of another, cannot alter the nature of the
dffence.  If it had been the most valuable watch which had fallen, and
thus been entirely ruined, i it had occurred purely through accident,
the child deserves o punishment. Perkaps some one says, there 1s no
need of arguing a point which is so clear; but is it not clear that
such acts of injustice are very frequent?! And is not almost every
mother conscious that she is not sufficiently guarded upon thz
point? A mother must have great control over her own feelings—s
calmness and composure of spirit, not easily disturbed,——or she will be
occasionally provoked to acts of injustice, by the musfortunes of which
her children are the innocent cause.

Does any one ask what would be doue in such cases as the one re-
ferred to? The answer is plain.  Children ought to be taught not to

do what will expose property to injury ; and then if they do whatis
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thus prohibited, consider them guilty, whether injury results or not.
Ifthe child, in the above-named case, had been so taught, this would
lave been an act of direct disobedience. And a faithful mother would
probably pursue some such course as this: without any manifes:ution
of anger, she would calmly and seriously say to her son,

“ My son, I have often told you that you must not elimb upon the
table.  You have disobeyed me.”

“ But, mother,” says the son, “I did not mean to do any harm.”

“1 presume you did not, my son; I do not accuse you of doing
harm, but of having disobeyed me. The. injury was accidental, but the
disobedience was deliberaie, and very wrong. I am very sorry to pu-
nish you, but I must do it; it is my duty.”

i She would then punish him ether by the infliction of pain, or by

* depriving him for a time of some of his usual privileges or enjoyments.
The punishment, however, would be inflicted for the disobedience, and
not for the accident which attended the disvbedience. The child could
not but feel that he was justly condemuned.

But the queston still remains, what is to be done, upon the original
spposition, that the child had uever been taught that it was wrong to
elimb upon the table, or to throw his ball about the room? In that case,
the mother has manifestly no right to blame the child. ‘The fault 13
hers, in not having previously taught him the impropricty of such con-
duct.  All she can now do, is to improve the occasion, to show him

_the danger of such amusements, and forbid them in future.

{Ifthe child be very young, the mother will find it necessary occa-
sionally to allude to the accident, that the lesson may be impressed
upon the mind.  If she did not do this, the ocecurrence might soun
pass from its meraory, and, in a few days, he might again, through
entive forgetfulness, be engaged i his forbidden sports.

Allowance must also be made for the ignorance of a child.  You
have, perhaps, alittle daughter, cighteen months old, who oftcn amuses
herself in tearing to pieces some old newspaper, which you give
her. Tt is, to her, quite an intcresting experiment. Some day, you
happen to have your attention pariicularly occupied for a length of
time, and at last raise your cycs, to see what keeps her so quiet upon

,the floor.  Behold, she has a very valuable book in her hand, which

- she has almost entirely ruincd, and your first impulse is to punish her,
or at least, severely to reprove her for the injury. But has she really
been doing anything deserving of censure? Certainly not. How can
she know that it is proper for her to tear one picce of paper, but wrong
for her to tear another ? She has been as innocently employed as she
ever was in her life. 'The only proper thing to be done, in such a case,
18 to endeavour to teach the child that a bovk must be handled with
care, and must not be torn.  But how can she be taught this without
punishing her? She may be taught by the serious tone of your vo.ce,
and the sad expression of your countenance, that she has been doing
something which you regret.  In this way shie may be easily taught the
difference between a book and a newspaper.

A ]ittll‘;', boy, about two years old, was in the habit of amusing himself,

~
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by scribbling upon paper with a pencil. His father came into the room
onc day, and found that the httle fellow had exceedingly defaced a new
book. Thae marks of his pencil were all over 1it. Perfectly unconsa.
ous of the mischief he was doing, the cluld continued his employment
as the father cotered.  In many cases the parent, 1 irntation would
have roughly taken the book away, and infhcted a severe blow upon
the cheek of the child ; and I thought I perce:ved that this was the
first cmotion in the ind of this parent, though he was of an unusually
calin and colleeted spirit.  If it was, however, he immediately saw its
impropricty, for approachung his child, he said 1n a perfectly mild and
leasant tone,

¢ Oh! my son, my son, you are spoiling the book.”

The child looked up in amazement.

¢t "That is a book, my son, you must not scribble upon that. See
here,” turning over the leaves, ** you will spoil father’s book. Heres
some paper for you.  You may write upon this, but you never must
write in the book.”

The father then took the book, injured as it was, and laid 1t aside,
without auy exhibition of excited feeling. Now, how manifestly 1s this
the proper course tv pursae, in such a case, and yet how few chuldren
are there, who, iu such circumstances, would have escaped undeserved
punishment !

These illustrations are sufficient to show the importance of making
allowance for ignocance and for accidents.  And they also show how
frequently childrcu suffer when they are not to blame. Ifa cluld s
punished when innoceat, as well as when guilty, the distinction between
right and wrong is obliterated from lis mimnd. Hence 1t becomes an
important rule in family government, never to punish wher. the chuld
has not intentionally done wrong.

Never think that your child 1s too young to obey. We are ingenr
ous in framing cxcuses for neglecting our duty with our children. At
one time they are too young ; agamn they are too sick. Some parents
always find an excuse, of one kind or another, for letung their children
have their own way. A child may, at avery early age, be taught obe-
dience. 'We can easily teach a kitten, or a httle dog, that 1t must net
touch the meat which is placed before the fire, that 1t must leave the
room when ordered, and a thousand other acts of ready obedience. A
Frenchman has recently collected a large number of canary lirds for 2
show. He has taught them such implieit obedience to lus voice, as to
march them in platoons across the room, and direct them to the ready

srformance of many simple manceuvres. Now, can 1t be admatted,
that a child, fifteen mouths or two years of age, 13 1nferior n under
standing to a canary bird? And must the excuse be made for sucha
child, that he does not honow enough to be taught obedience 7 A very
judicious moth.r, who has brought up a large fanuly of children, all of
whom are now in situations of respectability and usefulness, remarked
that it was her practice to obey her chuldren for the first year of ther
life, but ever after she expected thew to obey her. She, of course, did
not mean by this remark, that the moment the child was one year of



THE CHRISTIAN. g1

age, a sudden and total change took place in _her management. Da-
ring the carly months ofits infancy, she considered it to be her duty to
do every thing in her power to make the child comfortable and bappy.
She would endeavor to anticipate all its wants. She would be obedient
to the wishes of the child. But by the time the child was one year of
age, she considered it old enough to be brought under the salutary re-
gulations of a well-disciplined family. T am aware that many parents
will say this is altogether too early a period to commence the govern-
ment of a child, and others equally numerous, perhaps, will say that it
is too late ;—that a beginning should be made at a much earlier period.
In fact, the principle, which really qught to guide, in such a case, is
this, that the authority of the mother ought to be established over the
¢child, as soon as it is able to understand a command or prohibition, ex-
pressed by looks and gestures. This is at a much earlier period than
most parents imagine. Let the mother who doubts it, try the experiment,
aud see how easily she can teach her child that he must not touch the
tongs or poker ; or that when sitting in her lap, at table, he must not
touch the cups and saucers. A child may be taught obedience in such
things then, as well as at any period of its life. And how much trouble
does a mother safe herself by having her clild thus early taught to obey.
How much pain and sorrow does she save her child by accustoming it,
in its most tender years, to habits of prompt obedience.

Guard against too much severity. By pursuing a steady course of
efficient government, severity will very seldom be found necessary. I,
when punishment is inflicted, it is done with composure and with so-
lemnity, occasions for punishment will be very unfrequent. Leta mo-
ther ever be affectionate and mild with her children. Let her sympa-
thize with them in their Jittle sports. Let her gam their confidence by
her assiduous efforts to make them happy. And let her feel, when they
have doune wrong, not irritated, but sad, and punish them in sorrow,
but not in anger. Fear is a useful and a necessary principle in family
government. God makes use of it in governing his creatures. But it
is ruinous to the disposition of a child to coutrol him exclusively by this
motive. How unhappy must be that family, where the parcut always
sits with a face deformed with scowls, and where the voice is always
heard in tones of severity and command. Such parents we do see.
Their children fear them. They are always under restraint in their
presence; and home becomes to them an irksome prison, instead of
the happy retreat of peace and joy. But where the mother greets her
children with smiles, and rewards their efforts to please her with ca-
resses, and addresses them in tones of mildness and affection, she is
touching those chords in the human heart, which vibrate in sweet har-
mony ; sheis calling into action the noblest and the loveliest principles
ofour nature. Aud thus does she prepare the way for every painful
act of discipline to come with effectual power upon the heart. The
children know that she does not Jove to punish. I all casesin which
it can be done, childrcn should thus be governed by kindness. But
when kinduess fails, and disobedience ensucs, lct not the mother hesi-

tate for @ moment to fall back upon her last resort, and punish as se-
A
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werely as is necessary. A few such cases will teach almost any child
how much better it is to he obedient than discbedient.

By beingthus consistent and decided in goverument, and commencing
with the infancy of each child, in all ordinary cases, great seventy may
be avoided. And it is never proper for a parent to be harsh, and un.
feeling, and forbidding, in her intercourse with her cluldren. The
most efficient family government may be almost entirely administered
by affection, if it be distinetly understood that disobedience cannot pass
unpunished. I cannot but pity those unhappy-children who dare not
come to their parents in confidence and love, who are continually fear.
ing stern looks and harsh words, and who are consequently cver desi-
rous to get away from home, that they may enjoy themselves
Every effort should be made to make home the most desirable place;
to gather around it associations of delight ; and thus to form, in the
nind of your child an attachment for peaceful and pure enjoyments,
This will most strongly fortify his mind against vice. And when he
leaves the paternal roof, he will ever look back with fond recollections
to its joys, and with gratitude to those who made it the abode of so much
happiness. In future years,too, when your children become the heads
of families, they will transmit to their children the principles which you
have implanted. 'Thus may the influence of your instructions extend
to thousands yet unborn.

How little do we think of the tremendous responsibilities which are
resting upon us ; and of the wide influence, either for good or for ew,
which we are exerting! We are setting in operation a train of causes
which will go down through all coming time. Long after we hare
gone to our cternel home, our words and our actions will be aiding m
the formation of character. 'We cannot then arrest the causes which
our lives have set in progress, and they will go on elevating immortals
to virtue and to heaven, or urging them onwards in passion, and sm,
and wac,

—— § o -

From the Christian Messenger.

To the Rex 17 W Eaton, Editer of the Curistian, Saint Jokn, N. D.
LETTER 2.

Dear Sir,—The object of my last letter was to prove, that the faith which the
Secriptures require, to qualify for baptism, 13 inseparably connected with holy feeling
—such as love, peace, joy, &e. or what is commonly called Christian experience. In
this, I would examine the place assigned to bapusm in the word of God, and m what
sense remission and washing away of sins are appled to it, withtne duty of munisters
and churchcs in receiving persons to that ordinance.

Baptism is a divine institution, pertaining to the kingdom of Messiah, the Gospel
dispensation. John receiv ed it from heaven, and adminsstered it to the Jews, who, on
his proclaiming that the kingdom was at hand, confessed theirsins. Jesus gave san¢-
tion to it by his example; and after his resurrection, when all power m heaven and
in earth was committed to him, he continued and extended 1t to helievers of all ma
tions. 'The principal design of 1t appears to be, as a solemn and practical profession
of the Christian religion  Such was the baptism of which Paul, when addressing
limself to the churches of Galati, thus speaks: “ Lor as many of you as have boer
haptized into Christ, have put on Chrst’  The allusion 1s 1o the puiting on of apparcl
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~as when one who enters into the service of a Prince, puts on his distiuguishing at-
ure; and the design of the sacred writer is, to remind those of them who had before
professed the Jewish rellglion, that by a solemn act of their own, they had put off Mo-
ses, and put on Chnst. It wag their oath of allegiance to the King of Zion~that by
which they avowed the Lord to be their God. ~Hence u rojection of it involved a
rjection of the counsel of God. Luke vii. 30. Thoir rejection of the sign was justly
construed as a rejection of the thing signified—as, when a rebel refuses to take the
wath of allegiance, it is construed as a refusal of submission and subjection to his
nghtful prince. . .

Whatover may be said of baptism as it is now received and practiced by us, or of
those who practice 1t, it was originally appointed to be, the boundary of visible Chris-
waty. This is a_principle which, if properly acted upon, would go far to prevent
te confounding the church and the world, and which, consequently, would tend
more than any thing of the kind to counteract ecclesiastical degeneracy and corrup-
wa. Had the Christian Church, in all ages, admitted none to %nptism, from whom-
soever deseended, but those who professed to repentand believe the Gospel; astream
ofcorruption, which has actually deluged it with Anti-Christianism, wonld have been
dwerted at the spring head.  The Church, indeed, might have been corrapted from
aber causes, but the carnal descendants of godly people conld not have claimed a
pace in Christ's visible kingdom. The church could not have become national, em-
braeng, as 1ts children, all who are born in what is called, a Christian country, with-
oatany personal rehgion.  The doctrine of believers’ baptism, exerts a great influ-
e on many who were never baptized by immersion, particularly among the think-
g and respectable part of the commanity. 1 have known many instances of the
\nd—persous prevented frum that duty froma fear of the reproach of the irreligious.
\nordmance which thus operates possesses a mark of its pertaimug to a kingdom
wheh is not of this world, and into which 1t is hard for a rich man to enter.

Baptism is not only a solemn profession of the religion of Christ, but it is the first
at of obedience required of the young convert. I do not say that it includes all gos-
pel obedience, but 1t must be admitted that it is not only first on the list of Christian
shedience, but 1s most important, as being associated by Christ in his commission with
the condition of our salvation. ¢ He that believcth, and is baptized, skall be saved.”™
That the gospel calls for obedience, is c~ar from the following Scriptures: 2 Thess.
Lo, 4 The Lord Jesus Christ shall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, taking ven-
gunce on them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Heb. v. 9. * Being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation to all that obey

[hn” 1 Peter 1. 22, “ Seeing that you have purified your hearts in obeying the truth.”
Chnist smd, “ If you love me, keep my commandments.”

Ifthe foregoing rewmarks be just, the importance of believers’ baptism must appear
hmavery different light from that which some have represented it, who consider it of
title importance, and even go so far as to disapprove of ministers impressing it as a
toommand of Christ.  If ithe of little or no importance {o bend ourselves to the Lord,

1 the way of his own prescribing, to confess his name before men—to avow our be-
ingdead to the world and aiive to Christ~to preserve the church from being one with
theworld~~to obey hum who said, ¢ Repent and be baptized, every one of you"—and to
follow his example, who said, « Thus i becometh us to fulfil all righteousness ' —then may
this excuse be admitted. But if these thingsare inf.;portant, then is believers’ baptisin
glmpormnt, and all attempts to depreciate it, are offensive in the sight of Him who is
the Lord and Sovereign of Zion.
% Ihave thus, my dear Sir, distinctly given you my views aa to the place and impor~
Hunce assigned to baptism in the holy Scriptures. ~In your last letter, you charge us
H{nith a practice (in requiring too much from persons we baptize) injurious to the
Jeouls of men; but I never knew a charge that could be retorted with greater justice.
BIfT have rightly understood your views on what you consider the qualifications for
Jbaptsm, I must affirm that they are not only unscriptural, but imurious to the souls
doi men, and the visible kingdom of Christ. ~ Receiving persons, as believers, whone-
mner felt the love of God 1n their hearts, or their ruined state as sinners, and whoe were *
gnever born of the spirit of God into the visible kingdom of Christ, is not only injuri-
{0us to the persons themselves, but to the true interests of religion in the waorld,
B No error has done wore mjury to the religion of Jesus, and the true doctrines of
ihe Gospel—or done more to {)mld up the kingdom of Anti<christ, than your favorite
Hheory : putting baptisin 1n the place of regeneration and pardon of sin.

B
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Tt is well known that, from a very early period, the most extravagant notions pn
vailed in the church with respeet to the efficacy ofbaptism, and its absolute necesqy
in order tp salvation. The (licscent of the humay mind from the spirt to the let,s|
from what is vital .nd intellectual, to what is ritual and cxternal i religton, 13 thetn
source of the multifaripus errors which have wasted the Church of God.  From y
erroheous interpretation of the figurative language of some pasaages in scnpture.
which the sign is identified with the thing aignified, very simlar to the muty
which afterwards led to transubstantiation,—it was universally su}»posed )
baptism was invariably accompaunied with supernatural effects, which toty
changed the state and character of tho candidate, and coustituted hin a ot
of God, and heir of the kingdom of heaven. Hence, it was aimost consta)}
denoted by the terms illumination, regeneration, aad the lufhest operations of t
Spirit, and was belioved to obtain the plenary remuzsion of all past sins; 1t was e
der to insure that benefit, and atthe same time to enjoy the pleasures of sin fora s,
son, often deferred to the latest period of life. Thus Eusebius informs us, thatty
Emperor Constontine, “finding his ond fast u?‘proaching. judged tta fit time forpx,
fying himself from his offences, and cieansing his soul from the guilt of sm which}
had contracted—which he believed was to be effected by the power of mysterious wei
andthe ving laver.” ¢ This,” said he, addressing the surrounding Bishops, “ist
period I so much longed, and hoped, and prayed for, the period of obtaining the«
vation of God.”  Passing, with the utmost rapidity, through the preparatory stam
that of a catechumen, he hastened to what he considered the consummation, andn
sooner was the ceremony compleled, than he arrayed himself in white garments, i}
laid aside his imperial purple, m token of his bidding adien to all sccular concens§
‘Wo have, here, a fair specimen of the sentiments which were universally adopteda}
this subject inancienttimes. Justin Martyr, and ‘Tertullian—in short, there 1sscaresy |8
a writer in the first three centuries, who has not spoken on this subject 1n the s
manner. The Roman Catholic Church teaches, that it is by baptism we are m§
the children of God. The Lutheran Church teaches the same doctrine, in the Aup,
burgh confession, which was presented to Charles the Fifth, at the Impenal Diet, s |8
the sentiments of that 1eformed body. The Church of England disunctly teachet
in her liturgy, and in language of the strongest assurance—the priest, after bapimi¥
returns thanks, ¢ We thank thec, most merciful Father, that 1t has pleased thesv
regenerale this infant with the Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine own child}
adoption.”

lelis is that erroneons doctrine which polluted the pure streams of the Gospeld|
most at the fountain head. TFrom it sprang that strong hold of the Man of Sin, Intzf
baptism, a practice which has gone far in all ages, to make all church and no wokg
As soon as baptismal regeneration was received, the transition was natural and ex
—for when men believed that regeneration and salvation came by baptism,
would see immediately the necessity of having therr infants baptized.  "The onlyn 2
maining difficulty was the want of faith in the candidate, required mthe gospel, wha
want it was fonnd conld be r1etby substituting the faith of the parent, or whatiswor
thit of God-fathers and God-mothers, for the faith of the child.

1t may be, you deny the charge of confounding bapusm and regencration. Il
do, your casz reminds me of the story of the woodman, ** who was so intent and etjg
nestin pruning the tree, that he cat off the very branch on which be stood.” Iifre}¥
your letters you do not believe that pardon and regeneration are obtained in baptojg
y;mr system goes to cut off from the gospel tree of life altogether those superiam
blessings. .

Youcmay inguire, does not the scripiures ascribe remission and washing aws) (2K
sin, to baptism  No, the word of God in no place aseribes to baptism, separate v 38
repentance, calling on the name of the Lord, or the resurrection of Christ, the rens§
sion or washing away of sin.

In Acts 2, when the thr=e thousand cned, ¢ men and brethren what shall we
Peter did not say, be baptized for the remussion of sins,—but ¢nt and be ba{:
for the remission of sins and you shall receive the zift of the Holy Ghost. Wi
Ananias was sent unto Saul—Acts xx1i. 16—he said «* Why tarriest thou ? arise, 2488
be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on 1he name of the Lord."  Here v
would note that it was promised in Joel i1. 32, that “ Whosoever shall call on the n:9%g
of the Lord shall be saved.” Again it is smd, 1 Peter m. 21—+The hke figure wke?
unto, even baptism, doth also now save us, (not the putting away the filth of ¥4

-
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R0.:sh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus
5 Christ.

CThne, Sir, remission and washing away of sin are only up&)hed to bdptism in their
B nnection with repentance, calling on tho namo of the Lord and the resurrection of
BCurist.

Cln separating what God Fath joined together, (the faith and practico of the Gogpel)
¢ ether destroy the importance of the ordinances of Christ, or we magmfy them to
E place never assigned them by God. o

g You may still inquire in what sense does baptism, oven in its associated state with
B pentance, calling on the name of the Lord, and the resurrection of Christ, remit
Bhod wash away sin? I would answer, sin 13 renmtted and washed away in baptism
& the same sense that Christs body is caten and his blocd drank 1n the Lord's Sup-
#ocr. The sign when rightly need {eads to the thing signified. .

W Forwant of room, I am not able, as I proposod, to notice in this letter, the du-
By of Ministers and Churches in receivmg persons for baptism; but I mag no-
R it in another letter ' Wishing you, my dear Sur, all hagpmess in this world, and
Bernal Life in the world to come, I subscribe myself yours in the hope of the Gospel.
SAMUEL ROBINSON.

8 8. George, April 27.

EXAMINATION OF MR. ROBINSON’S SECOND LETTER.

My pear Sig—I have attentively examined your letter, now pre-
Zented to my readers. The second, third, fourth, apd fifth paragraphs
#f which, meet my entire approbation. The doctrine there presented,
Shich you call your * views of the place and importance assigned to
®aptism,” is the very same for which we are contending! Where then
B: the difference 7 I really cannot see, unless it it is because we prac-
dice what we preach., You say that baptism is * associated by Christ
[8n his comnission [1 should say the Apostle’s commission] with the con-
Bdiion of our salvation.”” Here, then, are two concessions which I
inever before heard made by a Calvinistic Baptist Minister: first, that
Zalvation is conditional, and second, that one of its conditions is baptism !
B¥ou go still further, and give us to understand that those who do not
Fohey this part of the Gospel will be punished with an everlasting des-
ruction. One of the objections raised against us by the Raptists 1s, that
weadvocate baptism to be a * suving ordinance.” There are but few
Blof my brethren who would make an indiscriminate application of 1
[hess. 1. 8, 9, to all the unbaptised; but you have made no exceptions !
Are we * uncharitable” in recognizing nonc as enjoying pardon who
re unbaptized? If so, the most intelligent, active, and zealous Baptist
finister in New Brunswick, falls under the same malediction! But
Eiafter assuring us that * baptism is the first act of obedience,” you not
Eonly very properly warn the reader of the danger of disobedience, but
kolso show him that he cannot enjoy *° cternal salvation” without this
Bobedience. 'This is fairly inferred from your quotation of Heb. v. 9.
Elthough in your former letter you advocated purification of the heart

v faith, and argued that no individual was prepared for the ordinances
%f the gospel but those whose hearts were purified by faith ; but now I
2m referred to 1 Peter 1. 22, for your views of the ordinance, in which it
43 asserted that the Christiaus to whom Peter addressed his epistle,
{' had purified themselves in obeying the truth.” Yes! this scripture
§° quoted and applied to baptistn. Thig isall I ask any one to con-
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cede for baptism. Make one of the commands of God of equal impor.
tance with the others, place them in scripture order, and all christians
are ong ! Faith, Repentance, and Baptism, are indissolubly connected
in the word of God for remission of sin, and the enjoyment of the Holy
Spirit. 'What God has joined together, let no man put asunder.

In those paragraphs, then, you have given to us your seni
ments ! And they are—that baptism is a condition of salvation ; neces.
sary to obedience, a prerequisite of eternal salvation, and essential 1
purity of heart. This is what Baptists caricature as * Campbellism.”
I cannot prevent myself from thinking that you were conseious of thi;
and your subsequent remarks appear to be an effort to say something
hard against what you deem my sentiments, lest you should be cons.
dered as fallen into like errors. Perhapsthese were not your motives;
but the article looks. strangely that way. After admitting all that any
advocate for the Apostolic gospel.could ask ; you then turn and charg
those who believe and practice the same doctrine, with requiring tha
which is ““ not only injurious to persons themselves, but to the bex
interests of yeligion in the world.”

Having very briefly noticed your admissions; I now proceed toex
amine the charges preferred. ¥You inform the readers of the * Me
senger”’ that the qualifications which we require of an individual for
baptism are * unscriptural.” Why did you not quote at least one sen-
tence or part of one from my lotters to prove this assertion ! You kuow
this was impossible. Now, sir, you have charged me before the
thousands of Baptists in Nova Scotia and New Branswick, who read
the Messenger, with holding views injurious to the well-being of mea
and the interests of religion ; particularly in the manner of receiving
persons to baptism. How you could do this with my latters before
you is a mystery to me. Will you again take the trouble to turnto
the 260th page of the first volume, and read the following sentence : “I
am as desirous, sir, as you possibly can be, to ascertain of a sinner,
whether he believes with all his heart and sincerely repents of his sins
before he is baptized.”  And yet before the community, in a pape
that will not correct the slanders sent through the length and breadt:
of the land, with these facts—this plain declaration of my sentiment
under your eye, you will calmly charge me with receiving personsto
baptism who have never felt ¢ their ruined state as sinners V"’ This,
sir, is one of the most unkind paragraphs in all yourletters. If I conld
have the privilege of speaking to the same comrunity, I <hould nat
utter a complaint; but to be held up before the world as one whe
would recognize persons as christians without faitl: and repentance—
without feeling themselves * ruined as sinners” is what I never expec-
ted from Mz, Robinson. The charge is not true. Were it not thatl
fear to produce in the minds of many of my friends a spirit of retalie
tion, I would add more on this point. I hope that your respect for
truth and righteousness will cause you to drop a few lines for the Mes
senger, which will be calculated to counteract these charges, which
must have been made by you in & moment of excitement, and without
proper reflection.
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Another charge is, that we receive persons to baptism * who were
never born of the Spirit of God into the visible kingdom of Christ.”
I plead guilty to this charge ! I do not believe that any person is in the
visible kingdom of Christ until he is ** born of water and the spirit,”
for the Lord Jesus declared that it was impossible.  And have you
not declared these to be your sentiments? If you have not, then do
you bslieve that persons may be in the visible kingdom of Christ without
“a pure heart,” for you have quoted the language of Peter to prove
that the disciples purified their hearts in obeying the truth! There is
certainly a strange mixture of sentiments in your letter before me. You
are at war with yourself—with the Baptist confession of faith, and with
all the intelligent Baptist preachers and **laymen® with whom I have
conversed ! ! Without a dissenting voice, they all admit that no person
1s in th . “ visible kingdom of Christ” without baptism ; and yet this is
one of the charges preferred against me as “injurious” to men and
“the best interests of religion in the world ! Strange ¢ visible mem-
bers,” truly ! According to your own views of baptism, they have nei-
ther obeyed the Gospel nor attended to the conditions of salvation ;
they are exposed to *‘everlasting destruction ;”” impure in heart, and
destitute of a promise of “eternal salvation!” But for me to say that
such persons are not in “the visible kingdom of Christ” is to advocate
a doctrine injurious to the well-being of the human family !

But the third charge is, if possible, of 2 more serious nature. It is
found in your seventh paragraph. In this you assert that * putting
baptism in the place of regeneration and pardon of sin” is my “ favo-
nite theory.” Really, siv, it is difficult for me to notice this charge
with Christian moderation! The Lord knows I have faults and errors
enough in my constitution received by traditions and early itrpressions
with which to contend, without being under the. necessity of exculpa-
ting myself and brethren from doctrines that never entered into our
kearts! T'his charge is wholly without foundation. It is, however,
quite a common one. [ heard Mr. Harris make the same assertion in
the Baptist Chapel in this city: ¢ There are some people,” said he,
who make immersion regeneration.” [ ckallenge you, sir, or any man
lwing, to point me to the sentence, cither written or uttered by myself or
any of my brethren, that ever ascribed to baptism any benefits or saving
tficacy, call it regeneration, pardon, or what you please, without Gos-
pel faith and sincere repentance ! Many of your brethren in this city,
if not yourself, have seen a work written by Brother Campbell, entitled
“ Christianity Restored ;” in this work is au article on * regeneration.”
The manner in which the subject is examined, one would suppose,
would put it beyand the reach of misunderstanding, be it night or
wrong. The order is the following : L acts—that is what Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit have done. Testtmony—a well authenticated annun-
ciation of the facts. Faith-—animplicit confidence in the testimony and
areliance on the facts. Rcpentance—sorrow for sin, produced by this
faith. Reformatian—tuming away from these sins; a ceasing to do
evil and learning to do well, heartily engaging in the service of God.
Baptism—for the remission of sins that aro past ; thus making bap-

13
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tism only one linlt in the grand chain which binds the soul to God.
Rencwing of the Holy Spirit—a gracious divine influence that fills the
soul of all those who are buried with him in baptism ; and is the moral
or spiritual atmosphere which the regenerated breathe in the kingdom
of grace.

"This volume I presume you have seen. How then, sir, could you
venture to write, to declare to a people to whom you well knew that I
should never have the privilege of speaking, that with me * baptism in
the place of regeneration and pardon of sin’ was a « favorite theory.”
I repeat what was asserted some time siuce, that in your letters you have
charged me with propagating sentiments which I have never uttered.
Is this a crime of small magnitude 1 Suppose, sir, that I should publish
in the Christian that * infant damuation™ was ¢ your favorite. theory.”
‘What would you, what would the whole community say of me, espe-
cially if I should refuse to correet the slander! Now, sir, I can bring
ter arguments from Calvinistic writers to prove that they believe, and
advocate infant damnation, for one that they can bring from the pen
of any who advocate baptism for remission of sins, that they believe
baptism to be pardon or regeneration !

Is the inquiry presented, what then do you believe is regeneration,
pardon, &e.? I answer—it is a change of heart and a change of
state. And to effect this, what Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, have done
and taught, faith, repentance, reformation and baptism, are all brought
into requisition. Thus, we neither make one nor part of these principles
regeneration, but all of them, in the ovder of God’s word. Regenera-
tion ig, therefore, not one nor all these abstractedly counsidered, but the
glorious cffects produced by the work of Christ as soon as the sinner
1s brought in subjection to the Lord Messiah.

And I can inform you, sir, what we do not believe. 'We do not be-
lieve that any man who hears the Gospel can be regenerated, born
again, obtain pardon, or receive an application of the blood of Christ,
without a believing immersion 1nto the name of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.  If you doubt it—if any of our readers question the assertion,
the pages of the Christian are open for that portion of God’s word that
asserts it, for the promise that it may or can be so, or for the man who
was ever regenerated by the Spirit of God, or in any other way, since
the kingdom of Jesus Christ was was set up, without baptism.  Now,
it is hoped that this is plain.  If it is truth, the Lord have merey on
our modern teachers! Ifit is an error, the Lord knows that we are all
willing to be taught. Not one of our publications, advocating these
sentiments, are unwilling to hear and publish all that our opponents
can say to the contrary. Itisanimportant doctrine. The consumma-
ting act in regencration; the act of a sinner, in which he has an appli-
cation of the great propitiatory sacrifice, is of all others the most impor-
tant.  And, although baptism, in and of itself considered, aside from
faith and repentance, and the ordination of Heaven, is of no more
consequence than ordinary bathing, yet, in connexion with these things,
it becomes the grand criterion of discipleship ; or, as you have happily
expressed it, the *boundary lne of visible christianity ;> the line of
demarcation between the church and the world.
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All that you have written relative to infant baptism and the views
taken of the subject by the ancients, is no doubt all true ; but when you
endeavor to persuade your readers that the sentiments advocated by
us are the same, you do us great injustice. I should think that it would
not require a person of very great discernment to sce the difference
between the baptism of unconscious babes for their regeneration and
the remission of their sins, and the intelligent immersion of an adult,
having come to the years of understanding—having been begotten by
the Spirit of God, through the instrumentality of his word, and who
then seeks iramersion, fully persuaded by the oracles of God that there
he shall find the blood of Christ which cleauseth from all sin.  And
yet you would endeavor to induce us to believe that the principles are
the same !

That infant baptism grew out of a corruption of the doctrine of bap-
tism for the remission of sins, I have no disposition to dispute. Some
early teachers, perhaps Origen and others, who had studied the doc-
trine of the evil principle in matter—that all matter was essentially bad,
mvented the doctrine of ** original sin”’~that is, that children come into
the world heirs of wrath—exposed to condemnation in consequence of
Adam’s sin.  Assoon as this doctrine was received, infant Baptism was
invented to wash away original guilt. That this was the beginning of
the practice I have not a doubt. Now, whether infant regeneration
was con idered necessary from the doctrine of baptism for remission
of sins, or from the revival of the old proverb, viz. ¢ the fathers have
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge ;»* which Je-
remiah (xxxi.) said they should no losger use under the new covenant,
Ileave you and the reader to judge. Shall we reject the design of
baptism then because men have corrupted it? By no means, XLet us
rather disinter the holy doctrine of the cross, and exhibit it as preached
with the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven,

Relative to your tenth paragraph, I would just observe that I neither
make baptism pardon and regenecration, nor cut off these superlative
blessings from the Gospel. ~What would you say if I should charge
the Baptists with making faith, or the shedding of a few tears in re-
pentance, regeneration? Your reply to me shall be mine to you,
when the charge of confounding pardon and regeneration with baptisn:
is reiterated.

In the eleventh and thirteenth paragraphs you again admit that bap-
tism, connected with repentance and calling on the name of the Lord,
&ec. is for remission of sins. Thisis all I ask. Nobe of us have ever
advocated more. But this you know the Baptists do not believe, and
your own practice is apposed to it! 'Will you, sir, baptize a believing
penitent before you think he has obtained pardon? What with you is
the order of the Gospel? s it not, 1st, Regeneration by the Spirit ;
2. Repentance; 3. Faith; 4. Remission of sins, and—3. Baptism ?
This is the order contended for by some high Calvinists, while others,
again, make regeueration and forgiveness synonymous. Professor
Ryland, (in one ofthe Baptist Colleges in the U. 8.) ¢ malies forgiveness
consequent upon repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus
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Christ, which are shown to be genwine by their purifying cffects.”
These I suspect are the sentiments generally held by the Baptists in the
United States. 1. Repentance ; 2. Faith; 3. Forgiveness; 4. Bap-
tism. Alrcady have we given as the order of the New Testament,
Faith, Repentance, Baptism, Remission of sins, Holy Spirit, 2 devout
life, and eternal joys.

After all your admissions you then say, * Peter did not say, ¢be
baptized for remigsion of sins,’ but ¢ repent and be baptized for remis-
sion of sins,” &c. Really this is hyper-critical. In Luke chap. v.
the Saviour said to Simon, ¢ Launch out into the deep and let down
your nets for a draught.”  Some on the shore might have contended
that he did not say **let down” your net for a draught, but launch out
into the deep and let down your net, &e. Now where is the difference.
Two distinct acts were to be performed and the promise of the fish Si-
mon had not until he launched into the deep and let down his net ; and
nothing is more certain than that Peter on the day of Pentecost, com-
manded the penitent believers to repent and be bapuzed, not because
they had beeu regenerated, pardoned, or saved, but for the remission of
sins.

In conclusion, you have given your views again relative to the re.
mission or washing away of sins in baptism, which is, you say, in the
same sense that the body and blood of the Lord Jesus is eaten and
drank [drunk] in the Lord’s supper. ¢ The sign, when rightly used,
leads to the thing signified.” ‘Well now, sir, I am as completely in the
dark relative to your real views of the design of baptism, and the con-
nexion it has with pardon and regeneration as when you set out.
Sometimes you make more of it than even those you would repudiate;
again, you would have persons born into the * visible kingdom of
Christ,” previous to baptism ; and again you declare that Peter did not
command the people to be baptized for remission of sins, and before
the sentence is closed, it is admitted that connected with repentance and
calling on the name of the Lord itis for that purpose ; and now you say
that sinners are freed from their sins in baptism in the same sense that
the body and blood of the Lord is received in the Lord's supper! Now,
as Protestants, we do not believe that the body or blood of the Lord 15
received in the supper atall. 'We are only willing to admit that these
things are commemorative emblems of the body and blood of the Sa-
viour. Would you then have baptism merely commemorative of the
fact that we believe that our sins have been washed away. I reallydo
not know what you mean. ¢ But the sign when rightly used leads to
the thing signified,” you say. Does the eating the loaf and drinking
the cup in a proper mauner, lead us to the real body and hlood of
Christ1 I should say it leads us to a remembrance of what he has done
and suffered for us; itreminds us that we * have redemption through
his btood—the forgiveness of our sins.” Allow we to have my own
construction of your language, and I freely admit your illustration.
But asit stands, it is like modern articles and confessions of faith—they
are more intricate and mysterious than the book they would make
plainer; and your illustration is more difficult for me to comprehend
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% the design of baptism, ns developed in the New-Testament.
you mean, in refering to the Lord’: supper, that we have, in the ele-
dents of bread and wine, the body and blood of the Lord in a figure,
d:0 so in being huried in the water of baptism, we have in a figure an
dplication of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ to cleanse us from all
that are past—T1 say if this is what you mean by the allusion, you
e expressed my sentiments precisely ; for in obedience to him we have
ur hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed
h pure water.”
 But, sir, I confess that I have extended this examination to
bimmoderate length. But I do not wish to present a few plain facts re-
ve to the desigr of baptismn.  Is it or is it not that act in which the
eving penitent sinner has the promise of remission of sins? I say
All other denominations, in their articles, creets, and confessions
ath, say the same—many ofthem in practice oppose it—in fact all
%, There is no doctrine advocated, nor any species of irreligion pro-
ated, not even Atheism, Deism, or Universalism, that is opposed
h so much zeal and rancour as the plain simple fact that those who
eve the Gospel, and are willing and desirous of enjoying the remis-
n of sins, may come into possession of that boon by a believing im-
rion into the Saviour’s death.
Just as certain, then, sir, as the blood of the Lamb of God was shed
the removal of sin, just so certain God has ordained baptism for those
o believe and repent as the medium through which the benefits of
nst’s death flow into the sonl. Noaw for the proof. Matt. xxvi. 28
or this is my blood of ‘the New Testament, which is shed for many,
aphesin amartion,) for the remission of sins,” This expression
hin Greek and English is found in Mark i, 4, Luke iii. 3, showingthe
ign of baptisra, andis also found in Acts ii. 38, where Peter declared
those who inquired, ** Men and brethren what shall we do, Repent
d be baptized, (not because you are pardoned and regenerated, but
aphesin amartion) for the remission of sms.”” Oune scriptural argu-
it is a8 good to those who believe the word of God as a thousand.
%,if you or any man living can get around, over, or under, or re-
ve this proof, you can all that may be presented. The shedding of
ssiah’s blood, remission of sins, and its application in baptism, stand
d fall together. X hope the Baptists will not join the Socinians, and
ject the sacrificial death of the Lord, for the sake of opposing the doc-
¢ of the removal of guilt by an application of the blood of Christ in
tsm. In search of truth, your’s truly, W. W. EATON.

———
« THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,”

he title of a very neatly printed semi-monthly quarto publication, at
dollar a year, from the press of Dow & Jackson, No. 14, Devon-
qure-street, Boston—and edited by Josrua V. Himes. 'We have just
eived the first en numbers, and a letter from the editor, who asks,
hat think you of the second coming of the Lord Messiah 1 Well,
sother Himes, I sm not prepared to wform you yet what I think on
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the all engrossing theme of your publication. Paul says, * Provey
things and hold fast that which is good.” I shall, therefore, neith
approve nor condemn the course you are pursuing, or the then
advocated, until I shall have examined it for myself. I condemny
man or his sentiments without a hearing.—Ep.

et ac————
CORRESPONDENCE.

Jorpan, (U. C.) 20th August, 184,

Dear Brother Eaton—Unexpectedly I have been put in posscssiondg

a volume, purporting to be ¢ The Christian, devoted to the restoration§
primitive Christianity.” 1 have had but a hasty perusal of its pages,«}f
am much pleased with the work. Tam rejoiced to know that such a s}
riodical is being published in British America: it is the only one thy]
have any knowiedge of. I think it should be sustained. I have tisj
the liberty to address you as a Brother: I presume we have both b,
made subjects of the one government, having for our King and Govenzg
Him of whom Moses and the Prophets spake—whose Law should gofwi}
from Mount Zion, and Word from Jerusalem : hence we are no lug
strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of G}
The volume I have spoken of, came from Brother Yames Mitchel, 3
Norval, U. C., by way of Brother Z. F. Green, who visited him not le}§
since. He has laboured among us in this section a part of the time {8
the last two summers as an Evangclist.  'We number now upward®
one hundred in the Niagara District. My object in writing this nig
become a subscriber.
I remain yours, dear Brother, in the hope of a glorious resurrectio;
WILLIAM BRADT. #

Nicravx, (N. 8.) 28th August, 1840.
Dear Brother Eaton—Brother Garraty and myself have just retue§
from Liverpool, on our way home. Our journey has Leen from
wallis to Falmouth, Newport, Chester, LeHave, Port Medway, §€
varpool, Milton, Port Matoon, Caledonia, and Brookfield. The sec:#
and third numbers of  The Christian™ have just come to hand, and
notice that Brethren Cook and Sinith, with yourself, iniend coming
to attend a number of meetings. Our journcy was prosperous; the:
we baptized but three, the prospects are good. Do not forget to orlie
yourself, and bring Brethren Smith ana Cook. E
BENJ. HOWARD. §

Rawnox, (N. S.) 28th August, 1840. g

Brother Eaton—It has been a long time since I have written to &
there are a number of subjects on which I wish to speak, and as 1§
poor writer, you will have to take a hint on each subject. B
1 spent about three weeks this summer from home visiting a Chu
of which 1 had previously heard, on the shore of the Gulf of the St. '
rence, I found them numbering something like #wenty, having to'g
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Brs, who preach the word. They break the Loaf each Lord's Day ;
Hey are an excellent people, and as fully in the Reformation as any
fhurch I bave seen. I tarried with them some days, preached the word,
fhmersed three, and left others searching the good Book. They havea
#hod, but small, meeting house of their own, in which they worship. 1
3hd the pleasure of imroducing the old Tent Maker’s Gospel within the
Sulls of a Methodist Chapel to a large and attentive audience. While
hihthem, the Methodist people acted very genteely ifdeed,
& Brother James Murray, a Scotch Baptist, the first Elder of the Church,
gnigrated from Scotland to Pictou; and heing alone, with the exception
if one sister, found not that religious society which he desired ; he re-
Soved fror thence to River John, Gulf Shore. Being a man of unble-
dished che.racter, his exhibitions of truth brought first fzo to 2 knowledge
g God ; those (without ordination) he immersed in the name of the Lord ;
%t day the four lonely disciples in a strange land, sung a song of Zion,
#d showed forth their Lord’s death, and have continued every Lord’s
dy siice. T'wenty five years had gone by since these four aliens (not
fm God, but from théir homes), planted the standard of Jesus in river
ghn, till I proclaimed triumphant victory fur my Master’s army among
%m Ithink they have immersed about forty ; some have fallen aslcep,
gt the greater part remain. Two small Churches have branched out
%om them—one in Pictou Town, the other up one of the Pictou Rivers,
bering perhaps from six to nine—both also in the Reformation ; the
e had the Christian Gleaner, and some of Brother Campbell’s pub-
ions » you had better introduce them to the notice of our Brethren;
wish you to send them the last and present year’s volumes of The
istian.
have seen in the New Testament a Church that fully pleased me,
32d no where else. There are yet many things wanting. We are not
4 Apostolic order yet. We are in it in part, and in our own order in
it this makes us the greatest mongrels in the land, and the most in-
insistent of all men ; to recommend one thing, and practise its opposite—
condemn a thing, and then enforce it by practise, is self-contradic-
2y, and scandalous to any man wearing the Christian name. There
ife, however, some among us who live a life of faith in the Son of
2pd; if they continue to show forth the same diligence to the full as-
grance of hope to the end, they shall walk with Him in white. Will you
ch on Covetousness in some of your numbers soon. Iknow the
gnster 15 old, and his bones strong, but your sword is good ; try him.
3 JOHN DOYLE.
ZP. 8. 1 received a letter from my sister at River Philip, in which she
Jtes your subseribers there like The Christian well. 1 preacheda few
Beourses there last autumn, on iny return home. The Apostolic doc-
fue made gooa old John’s dead bones jingle among the people. They
$0t me back again, but I cannot go. I must dig or beg. I am a poor
ggar. I.D

—— ) S DI—

ecetere.—~J. ¥ Uhllman, £5 138s.; J. Naylor, £1 18s. 103d.; B.
ward, £10: §. Doyle, £2 13s. 2d.; Mr. Coggswell, 6s.
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HYMN BOOK.

Our Hymn Book is out of the Press, and ready for dolivery. It con.:
tains 256 pages, and abouat 300 choice hymns. Prce 2s. 6d. Thos
who order and pay for a dozen shall receive thirteen. :

When the prospectus was issued, it was expected that the Churchey;
would order a sufficient number to cuver the expense of printing, &)
but very few came furward. Twoor threo of us have, therefore, printet]
it at our own risk ; and as it has subjected us to comsiderable expense;
we have set the price rather higher than at first propused. But eveg
now, although I have spent several weeks in collecting, correcung,r
vising, &c., If any or all of the Brethren will take thein off our hands,
and pay the printer, they may have all my labour gratis. A book of ke
same size, published in the United States, from which a majornity of thess
Hymns were selected, notsuch good paper, nor as well buund, was thers §
retailed at the same price. .

Send on your orders as soon as you can, before the navigation oloses§
If any desire choice binding, they can have it at a little additional expens §
Our Printer is equally good at book binding,

FIRST VOLUME.

A few sets of the first Volume are yet on hand, bound cheaply, ad g
can be afforded to subscribers at 6s. Our Brethren, who destre to gl
the publication out of debt, had better order a few copies for themselves, §
and keep the loose numbers to lend to their neighbors, and to give arnyf§
to those who will make a good use of them. They must, however,orer S8
them by some private conveyance, as they can be sent by post onlyigl
pamphlet form. ]

The first number of volume I. has lately been called for, whiche
minds us that several of our friends have more of this number on hyit
than of any other. Will such be so kind as to wrap them up, and retum
them without delay. ‘This number has fallen short about fifty.

Write nothing in your numbers, and be carefui not to wrap up
written paper in or about them. One package froin Port Medway ca
to us a short time since, charged tiwenty seven shillings and sixpencefs
postage!  Remember to leave the ends of the package open.

And to this notice let us add, that our correspondeuts must pay thef
own postage. We pay the postage on the publication. :

The ¢ Address to Mothers™ is rather lengthy, but it is too goed ta
abridged. We have got three good lessons befure the parents who real
The Christian. 1t is hoped that they will study them well. We @
give them some more in the course of a few months,

{{7Meetings of scveral days conlinuance may be expectcd, the Let
willing, in the following places :—Cornwallis, the first Friday in Octoly
and at Ardois Hill, Newport, the second. The other appontments:
shall be able to publish in the next nwnber, in time for all our reade
know. I have taken the liberty of putting the appointments a week [
ward of Brother Howard’s arrangements.

Four have been ndded ta the Church in this City since our lastnumber was pnniég



