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April 1, 1899.

FOR 1898.
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A. F. Dewsox.
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Joux Curry,
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WiLLiam Kay, M. A., Librarian,

Reise C. Nevevx, Assistant Librarian,

Nora Warson, Relieving Assistant Librarian,




THE PUBLIC LIBRARY

FERRY STREET,

Windsor, Ontario, Canada.

MEMORANDUM, FOR 1898,

Public Library opened December 6, 1894,

Total number of volumes in Library on December 31, 1808--7509.
Volumes issued during the year--44,437—a daily average of 142,
Borrowers’ cards in force—1,428,

Number of papers and periodicals for use in reading room-—51.
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Annual Report of the Chairman of the Board.

L ’ Winnsor, JANUARY 247TH, 1899,
Tur Boarn oF MANAGEMENT oF Tuk Wispsor Praevie Limrary:

Gentlémen,—The end of the year of my chairmanship is the opportunity for
drawing attention to the facts of the great improvement in the classes of books used
and read by the public and in the use of the reference library.

We have to face the necessity for improvement and increase in the accommoda-
tions and conveniences of the building. which makes it appear necessary to find a
new building and to provide more shelving, so conveniently arranged as to enable
the patrons to see the titles of as:many of the hooks on hand as may be possible.

The new hoard. will, T believe, find it necessary to make large outlays in these
directions and in the replacement of many classes of books now near the end of their
usefulness.

It is pleasant to observe the inerease in the donations and the value of the books
B and documents which have been added to the library in this manner. We have had
b the present building examined and find that the roof is scarcely capable of repair.

I have recommended the termination of the lease of the present premises, but it
has heen deemed best to reserve this matter for the consideration of the new hoard.

With many wishes for the continued usefulness and prosperity of the Library.
HENRY LYE,

Chairman,




SECRETARY'S REPORT.

WiINDSOR, JANUARY 257H,
Tue CHAIRMAN AND BoarDp oF MaNAcEMENT, WiNDSOR PubLic LiBRARY:

Gentlemen,—1 beg to present herewith the fourth annual report of the Secretary
upon the finances of the Board,

Although the Ontario Government grant was less than we were entitled to, the
shortage was partially equalized by the extra amount of $25.00 generously granted
by the council of W alkerville.

In the expenditures during the year we have kept well within the estimates wi
decided upon at the outset. It may again be explained that though this report
covers the year from January 1st to Decembe I1st, to conform with the cit i
ancial year, ou ppropri iation is made to cover the maintenance of the Libra
months later; that is, until the 30th of April, the close of the year, on which is

based our report to the Minister ol Educ ation, in conformlty with the statute gov
erning public libraries.  So that the balance mentioned above has to keep up (Iu-
Library from the Ist of the year to the 30th of April next.

The statement of assets included in .my |'l"mrt is, I believe, a fair valuation of

our property. To the item of bindinge is added one-half only of the amount actu
ally expended in this direction during the past year; and from the item of furniture
a deduction is made, on account of <Lumwv to the bic yele rack, so wantonly broken
by an unknown person seme time after it had been set in place for the accommoda
tion of the public, Respeetfully,

ANDREW BRAID, Secretary.

Norr
liabilities

Furniture
Catalogues
Buildings




‘H; 1899,

e Secretary

tled to, the
sly granted

on which is
tatute gov
teep up the

raluation of
nount actu
of furniture
mly broken
ccommoda

ecretary.

Book
Periodical A
Furniture & e o b 7 3 001

,

STATEMENT

FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31ST, 1898,

INCOME.
1898.

Jan. 1 Balance to carry forward....

Dec.31  Requisition from city council
Ontario Government grant
Walkerville grant i S A Aes
Fines, fees, ete.; sale of catalogues, books lost and

paid for by patrons. .

Interest received on bank balance ..

EXPENDITURES.
Books

Periodicals

Binding ==
Building and repairs
Furniture

atalogues, |
Incidentals
Debenture and interest

Balance to carry forwan

Norg.—There are a number of acconnts to be paid, which constitute a s

liabilities, diminishing the apparent surplus,

STATEMENT OF ASSETS.
DECEMBER 31ST, 1898.

Added Deducted
, during year,
150 00

1095
S 163 95
Balance on hand at Dec, i
Total

Half of amount spent during 1808 for hindings.
Deducted for damage to bicycle rack.

$7266 09
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e bibrarian’s Fourth Annual Report.

Winpsor, JANUARY 25, 1899,

Tie Boarn o Maxacevest, Winpsor Prrnie Lisany

It falls to my lot again at the commencement of a new year to pre

Centlemen,
fourth since the Library was insti

sent you with my annual report, this heing the
tuted

GENERAL STATEMENT.

In giving a general statement of the work  done during the year just closed I
will contine m\u-] to a few items that may be of interest to the publi The num
her of volumes in the Lilwary at the beginning of the year 1898 was 7,016, To this
number there have been added altoge ther
donation from various sources,  Or more in detail:

wr
193 volumes, 465 hy purchase and 28 by

() Volumes of fiction purchased ssnne 1T
(h) b general works purch ..220
(¢) @ juvenile literature. . . e B8
() o magazineshound . . . .. 42
(¢) 5 donated 28

The total number of hooks, therefore, in the Library at the present time aceord
ing to the catalogue is 7,509, But from this number must be deducted 149 volumes
withdrawn from cireulation as being worn out and  condemned.  These worn-out
volumes were almost entively works of fiction and juvenile books. I think it would
he advisable to purchase new sets of some of these hooks, as they have been in con
stant demand ever since the Library started,

I should mention also that there have been added to the Library during 1898
120 pamphlets, ehiefly reports of the Dominion and Ontario governments, besides 19
volumes of Dominion Patent Records in monthly parts; ||(|r||\>l) of the years 1880 to
the present time,

The Library has also been enviched by a few donations from private sources.
Special reference may he made to the valuable copy of Sir Walter Raleigh's History
ot the World, in good condition, by our worthy chairman, Mr. Henry Lye,of Walk
erville,  The curions old Indian documents, presented by 1. B. Cornwall, Esq., have
been framed and placed on the walls of the reading-room.

I may refer here also to oneor two little improvements made by the Board dur
ing the year. A dictionary stand has been placed in the reading-room, by means of
which the large heavy Webster's dictionary may be ecasily consulted.  The Board
has also prepared for'a rainy day by having an umbrella” rack set in the front part
of the building. A bicycle stand was also crected outside of the building; but some

enterprising youth one night broke it down,

THE LIBRARY.

As to the condition of the hooks in the Library T would call the attention of the
Board to the fact that those in the Juvenile and Fiction departments are giving very
plain evidence of the three or four years’ constant handling to which they have been
subjected.  Many of them are in need of repair, It is to be regretted that so many
people should be careless in their treatment of hooks that are public property.
suppose this will be the case until the end of time,
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The holders of borrowing cards last year numbered 1428 as against 1516 the pro
year.  The classified statement of the cireulation of hooks and periodicals in
all departments shows a total of 44,437 as against 48,022 the previous year.  This
decrease in the circulation of books is almost entirely contined to the department of
fietion, some other departments, such as that of History (including Travels and
Biography), showing a steady increase.

vious y

The department of Fletion has not been kept so fully supplied as in previous
years, our records showing that the number of volumes of general works purchased
during the year is actually greater than all the works of Fiction,

THE READING-ROOM

The attendance in the Reading Room has on the whole kept up well, showing
< a slight increase over that of the previous year.  While a fow magazines have heen
sed 1 discontinued, others more suitable have been taken to replace them. The Reference
department of the Library is being more made use of; or, in other words, the num
i ber of those who take out books to he vead or consulted in the Reading-Room is in
8 by i creasing.

The Reading-Roow has been well patronized in the evening even till a late hour
by school boys and girls.  One result is that our illustrated magazines and periodi
cals ave subjected to so much handling that  they are reduced to a state almost unfit
for binding.

I have to ask{attention to the fact that some of our patrons do not sutficiently

consider the desire of most readers for quietness, and that all desive and are entitled

cord to receive that prompt attention which is prevented by their want of consideration
umes tespectfully,

n-out : WM. KAY, Librarian,
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Windsor, Ont

Walkerville, Ont
Ottawa, Ont

Toronto, Ont

LIST OF DONATIONS.

R. Carne

\. Braid,

F. H. Macpherson, Ksq.

3 purapldets

Henry Lye, Esq. —2 vols.

Dominion Government
L. D. Sylvain (per A.
Ontario Government
Educational Dept.
Foronto University

4 vols., 30 panmphless,
3 Panet) 12 vobs,
, 39 pamphlets

2 vols., 4 pamphlets

1 pamphlet

Ovder of Foresters— Miscellany for 1808,

Public Library- 3 pamphlets,
Kingston, Ont Military Institute—1 pamphlet
Hamilton, Ons,
London, Ont
St. Catherines, Ont "
St. Thomas, Ont $¢
Stratford,Ont €
tinelph, Ont . s

Public Lilrary Report,

From United States.

Fnoch Pratt—Free Library Report.
Geo. lles, 1 vol., 1 pamphlet
Chaltuer Prentice, M. D.—1 vol.

Saltimore, Md
Boston, Mass
Chicago, I

From Great Britain.

London, Kug Royal Colonial Institute—8 pamphlets.

Akl




